


  



  



  



  



  



Tech life 2014 50

We will rebuild you, we have the 

technology! From the finest home gym 

gear, to winning kit for cyclists, runners 

and team sportsmen, plus tips on how to 

get rich and stylish in the new year

3D printing comes home 15

The CEL Robox is affordable (ish), 

easy to use and able to print practically 

anything. It’s the new desk essential

Drugs, guns and bitcoins 93

Join T3 as we enter the dark web and 

take a shopping trip on the Silk Road. It’s 

not your usual online purchase…

Big-screen blowout 107

It’s huge. Five tellies tirelessly tested, 

each boasting 50+ inches of screen and 

the smartest of smart tech

Moto G: tested 99

Superphones don’t have to be super-

pricey. This Motorola budget smartie is 

the Droid you’re looking for
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Editor’s letter
February 2014 / Issue 225

This edition marks a huge chapter in the 
evolution of T3. Back in 2010, before we’d 
even held an iPad, we took a punt and 
created our first ever tablet edition. It 
turned out to be the most successful 
monthly iTunes magazine in existence. 
This month, we’re going one better.  

For the first time, and after months of your feedback 

and suggestions, T3 has launched its very first built-for-

mobile edition. This means one-handed use, no need to 

pinch and zoom, and small download sizes. Primarily 

launched for iPhone, with support for more handsets in 

the coming months, it’s our tech highlight of 2014 – yes, 

we do realise the year’s only just begun. Want to see more 

of this year’s upcoming tech? Head to p65.

Bendy smartphones, proper virtual reality and an 

increase of wearable gadgetry – 2014 will be the most 

forward-looking year in tech yet. And as many companies 

look to reinvent themselves in 2014 (Microsoft, Nokia, 

BlackBerry: we’re looking at you), the new year also 

designates a time for you to do the same. New job? New 

outlook? New way to make money and look the part? 

We’ve got the ultimate guide to self-improvement, with 

{CONT R I BU T OR S }

To subscribe to T3, point your browser at myfavouritemagazines.co.uk, or flick to p91. The next T3 is on sale January 30…

high-tech kit for cycling, running and your home gym, 

plus a definitive test of the latest fitness watches. The new 

you begins on p50. 

Elsewhere, we’ve enlisted the help of Guardian and 

New Yorker journalist Simon Parkin to log-out of his 

Amazon account and enter the murky, sinister and outright 

fascinating world of the dark web, with a shopping trip 

on Silk Road. Guns, drugs and Bitcoins; you won’t quite 

believe what he could have popped into his basket (p93).

Another area where tech is accelerating in 2014 is 3D 

printing. In 2013 it was strictly for moneyed creatives, but 

this month sees the launch of a desktop printer that costs 

less than an iMac. The CEL Robox is bringing 3D printing 

home, and we’ve got the line-by-line scoop on p15. 

With Mobile World Congress all but a month away, 

we’ve also started to see early poker hands. Could this be 

the year of the affordable superphone? Motorola is setting 

its stall out early with the Moto G (p99), proving that 

handheld quality doesn’t have to equate to fistfuls of cash. 

The same can be said of the latest super-sized televisions. 

With prices falling quicker than the PS3’s RRP in the new-

year sales, it’s possible to pick up a smart 55-inch telly for 

less than you’d expect – the supertest begins on p107.

It’s safe to say that 2014 will be another stellar year in 

tech. The pace of progress cannot be halted. I’ve edited 

T3 since 2010 – a primitive time, pre-iPad, pre-Kinect, 

pre-FuelBand, and pre-3D TV – but, like the ever-turning 

wheels of  technological change, we all must reinvent 

ourselves to keep the momentum going and stay fresh. 

Which is why, after seven hugely enjoyable years, I’m off. 

I’ve had a blast, I hope you have too.

Luke Peters, editor
Twitter: @lukepeters / Email: luke.peters@futurenet.com
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1
JAMES HASKELL

England and Wasps 
rugby star Haskell has 
first-hand knowledge  
of cutting-edge sports 
gadgetry. He tracks 
fitness tech’s progress 
from the professional 
training rooms to your 
wrist, on p47.

2
THOMAS H GREEN

Mixmag and Daily 
Telegraph writer 
Thomas is an authority 
on electronic music. 
This month he spoke 
to Gary Numan and sat 
through four hours of 
bald men talking about 
synths (p41). Good lad.

3
NICK ODANTZIS

Having cut his teeth 
(and his hands) racing 
and restoring classic 
BMWs, Nick serves as 
features editor of Total 
BMW. Safe to say, he 
knows his gaskets. Tips 
to help you build your 
own car, on p77.
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Editor in chief
Kieran Alger
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Editor
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luke.peters@futurenet.com
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 Senior art editor Editor Managing editor
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{ O N L I N E }

Editor, T3.com
Mark Mayne
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{ C E L  R O B O X }

THE PEOPLE’S 
3D PRINTER
Buying phone cases? SO last year. In 2014 
you’ll be making your own, with this fast, 
precise, (relatively) cheap prototyper…

M O S T  W A N T E D
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Radar
{ A L S O  M A K I N G  W A V E S }

Medical-testing tech-necklace p20 

Madly luxe gadgets to lust over p22

Levitating desk, terrifying chair p24

The car that conquered Antarctica p26

Footie gear: oh I say; that’s world class p28

Wall of Sound: does what it says on tin p30

Edited by Jeff Parsons

Open the Robox and 
you’ll find two printing 
heads – better than one

E S S E N T I A L  N E W S  F R O M  T E C H ’ S  F R O N T L I N E

  



STILL THINK 3D PRINTING IS THE 

preserve of hobbyists, enthusiasts and, 

generally, people who wear shirts with code 

on them for bants? You’re bang wrong. As 

manufacturing and R&D costs plummet, 3D 

printing could soon be replacing that old 

inkjet as the next printer in your house.

Hoping to catch your eye among the 

impending sea of nozzles and boxes is CEL 

and its Kickstarter-funded Robox. It’s all 

about ease of use: just plug into your PC or 

Mac via USB, then connect to your home 

network through Wi-Fi. Then get blueprints 

off the web, or design them yourself with 

the accompanying Robox Auto Maker app – 

that’s also very simple, we’re assured. You’re 

literally a few clicks away from printing a 

mug, phone case or small model of the Eiffel 

Tower. Or something resembling useful... 

Using “Fused Filament Fabrication” the 

Robox works in a similar way to a hot-glue 

gun, laying down the material layer by layer to 

build up a structure. The filament comes on 

custom reels that are inserted into the back of 

the machine like the ink cartridges of yore.

If you change to a different type of filament 

– see right for some popular materials and 

their uses – there’s no fiddly settings to change 

because the printer will automatically detect 

what you’ve loaded and adjust accordingly.

Parts are easily replaceable and splendidly 

precise. To start with there’s the nozzle; whilst 

most 3D printers have a resolution between 

50-200 microns, the Robox goes down to 20 

micron layers, for more intricate and complex 

models. A valve closes at the point of extrusion, 

avoiding the stringing effect that plagued early 

3D printers. Because it’s got dual nozzles, the 

Robox also prints quicker than a lot of previous 

devices. The larger nozzle – 0.8mm diameter 

– lays down the big surface areas while the 

smaller, 0.3mm one fills in the fine detail.

If you’re not overly endowed with natural 

artistic qualities, that’s not a problem, as 

the web is brimming with 3D print-ready 

creations from major manufacturers, 

professional designers and gifted amateurs 

alike, all of whom seem happy to let you nab 

their creations and print them off in your living 

room – check out the likes of thingiverse.com. 

Futhermore, while a lot of 3D printers look 

like discarded Doctor Who props, the Robox is 

part of a new wave of aesthetically-enhanced 

tech that won’t skank up your home office or 

spare room – you could even put this in your 

lounge, at a push. The clean design features a 

safety shield and back-lit build area so you’ll 

be able to see every step of the process.

Farewell inkjet, adieu laser printer. You’ve 

served us well but there’s a new kid on the 

block. And our phone needs a new case.

£849, CEL-ROBOX.COM, OUT APRIL 2014
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M O S T  W A N T E D

1. BUILD CHAMBER

The chamber’s temperature 
is kept at about 50°C during 

the printing process. 
Electronics and motors are 
housed separately to help 

prevent overheating 

2. PRINTER HEAD

The twin-nozzle printer 
head can be unlocked and 

removed. The change is 
automatically registered  

by the AutoMaker app

3. SOLID CONSTRUCTION

The Robox is injection 
moulded, with  a sheet 

metal frame, keeping the 
structure rigid for an 

optimal printing 
environment 

 4. FILAMENT REEL

The printing plastic is loaded 
on reels, with an integrated 
data chip telling the printer 

what’s on each reel

{ D E TA I L S }

Specification

PRINT RESOLUTION  
20 microns

NOZZLE DIAMETER  
0.3mm and 0.8mm

MATERIAL COMPATIBILITY 
PLA, ABS, HIPS,  
PC, PVA, nylon

CONNECTIVITY Wi-Fi, USB
OS Windows, Mac, Linux

DIMENSIONS 
210x150x100mm

4

2

3

  



direction. Plus, you can 
buy ABS plastic filament 
on Amazon for £30 and, 
with simplified CAD 
(computer-aided design) 
software emerging, it’s 
getting easier to create. 

Price and usability 
are only half of what’s 
needed, though. The real 
3D printing boom will 

come when people find a 
real need for the tech at 
home. Hobby crafts 
won’t cut it. I predict a 
future where you’ll be 
able to 3D print your own 
furniture instead of 
loading the car at the 
local Ikea. With the speed 
the tech’s advancing, I 
won’t have to wait long…

RadarNEWS BLIP UPCOMING WINDOWS 8.2 UPDATE WILL REINTRODUCE THE START MENU AND LET YOU USE METRO APPS IN WINDOWS MODE

{ E X T R A }

Materials for 
3D printing
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was produced by small 
businesses willing to 
spend upwards of 
£2,000 on equipment. 
Distilling the process 
down to a good-looking, 
affordable machine you 
can attach to your PC via 
USB is 2014’s challenge. 

The CEL Robox is a 
big step in the right 

{ S P E A K }

T3 news editor Jeff Parsons isn’t content with printing 
knick knacks and phone cases, he wants more…

The 3D printing story 
had its big break last 
year; we saw everything 
from replacement limbs 
to firearms emerge from 
3D printers. Every one of 
these creations, however, 

NYLON

More flexible than ABS, nylon 
was used by designer 

Michael Schmidt to 3D print 
a dress for burlesque 

superstar Dita Von Teese

 ABS PLASTIC

Acrylonitrile butadiene 
styrene is the 3D printing 
work horse: low cost, low 

melting point, yet 
structurally stable. As seen 
here, it’s handy for repairs

METAL

Still in its infancy, printing 
with metal is a dream for 

aerospace engineers. Oh, and 
Solid Concepts made this 
working 9mm pistol with it

1
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LAMBO-PHONE!
Antares by Tonino Lamborghini 

The Tonino Lamborghini group, not to be confused 

with the car manufacturer (it’s owned by the son of 

the legendary Ferruccio Lamborghini), is muscling 

into the luxury smartphone market. Along with a 

four-inch, Gorilla Glass HD display, the Android 

4.2-running Antares boasts a quadcore 1.5GHz 

processor, 2GB of RAM and 32GB of storage. The 

rear-facing camera doesn’t stint on the megapixels 

– there’s 13 of them – and it all comes wrapped in a 

stainless steel and leather chassis built with, it says 

here, “signature Italian craftsmanship”. 

£2,500, LAMBORGHINIMOBILE.COM

{ 3 }

DAB-FEST  
AT TIFFANY’S
View Quest Hepburn

It’s bright red, has two knobs and a long 

handle: how better could a radio evoke 

the timeless look of Audrey Hepburn? 

However tenuous its styling references 

may be, this British-built DAB/FM 

radio still impresses with its smart look, 

Bluetooth for streaming from mobile 

and a companion app that gives remote 

control functionality. Also available in 

cream or black, again just like Audrey.
£150, VIEWQUEST.CO.UK

{ 4 }

IT’S A, IT’S A, 
IT’S A SYNTH
iRig Keys Pro

Whether you be a rave producer or 

sensitive ivory tickler, this plug-and-

play, programmable MIDI controller 

is for you. Featuring 37 velocity-

sensitive, full-size keys spanning 

three octaves it’s got Lightning, 

30-pin and USB cables, so it’ll plug 

into anything digital. The free 

companion software gives you over 

2GB of pro-grade samples to get you 

started. Cow bell and bassoon action, 

anyone? Oh, and an input at the back 

lets you add an optional sustain pedal 

accessory. For more synths, see p41.

€120, IRIGKEYS.COM
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NEED 
LIST
Walking in a winter 
tech wonderland: the 
best kit for January

M O S T  W A N T E D  PA R T  2

{ 1 }

WANG SOME 
TONIGHT
Beats Urbeats Earbuds X 
Alexander Wang

As if Dr Dre’s headphone range 

wasn’t ostentatious enough 

already, the hip-hop physician 

has now given NYC fashion czar 

Alexander Wang free reign to 

customise his in-ear Urbeats 

earbuds. The machined metal 

housing, in-line mic and tangle-

free 1.2m cable remain, as does 

the fine audio quality, but they 

now benefit from a bling matt 

black and gold finish – it’s very 

2014, see more of this year’s tech 

style trends on p54. You also get 

a limited edition carry case that 

highlights the “luxe sensibility”.
$149, BEATSBYDRE.COM
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SHELL SHOCKER
Logitech PowerShell

If your budget doesn’t stretch to a 

next-gen console, how about Logitech’s 

iPhone gamepad? Utilising the third-

party controller support offered by iOS 

7, it snugly swaddles your precious in 

plastic with a grippable rubber surface. 

You’ve then got an eight-way D-pad, 

four fire buttons and two shoulder 

buttons with which to start blasting/

angering birds/cutting ropes. There 

are 300 games supported so far, and 

its integrated 1,500mAh battery will 

charge your blower while you play.

£90, LOGITECH.COM

{ 7 }

PHAT PIPE
Stelle Audio Couture Pillar

The latest attendee at the increasingly-

overcrowded high-end, stylish wireless 

speaker party – we’ve got a group test next 

month – is this cylindrical creation from 

California. The 2.1 system includes twin 

1.5-inch acoustic drivers and one three-

inch subwoofer. A built-in microphone 

means you can use the 11cm diameter by 

30cm Pillar as a speakerphone, and 15 

hours of playback is promised from each 

charge. The chassis comes in a chic choice 

of white, black, silver or bronze. 

£299, STELLEAUDIO.COM

{ 1 0 }

ROTH AND ROLL
Roth Sub Zero II

The latest soundbar from Blighty-based Roth boosts your TV’s audio with 60W of amplification 

delivered via four 2.75-inch drivers and two passive bass drivers, aptX Bluetooth and an  

auto-dimming display and at only 88mm deep, it gives boom-boom without being a fatty.     
£149, ROTHAUDIO.CO.UK

{ 6 }

DAS TABLET!
Gigaset QV1020

Legendary German manufacturing 

nous is now brought to bear on the 

tablet market with this ten-incher 

from Gigaset. Clad in aluminium and 

running Android 4.2, the QV1020 is 

powered by Nvidia’s flagship 1.8GHz 

Tegra 4 chip. The display boasts an 

impressive 2560x1600 resolution. 

Camera? Ja bitte: there’s a rear 

eight-megger and a front-facing 1.2-

meg option. Currently available in 

Germany; a UK release should follow.  

€369, GIGASET.COM

{ 9 }

CHROME RANGER 
Acer C720P Chromebook 

It’s still what we’d call a fledgling format; but 

Chromebooks keep a-comin’, and Taiwanese 

manufacturer Acer’s latest adds a 1366x768, 

11.6-inch touchscreen with multi-gesture 

support. Powered by an Intel Celeron 

2955U processor and carrying a 32GB SSD, 

connections include USB 3.0 and USB 2.0 as well 

as HDMI. Acer quotes a 7.5-hour battery life.  

£249, ACER.CO.UK

{ 8 }

PLUG-IN STEAM
Piixl Jetpack Steam

Want Valve’s open-source gaming 

platform on your TV, but don’t 

want to wait for the upcoming 

Steam Machine? The Jetpack is 

a super-thin device that straps, 

limpet-like to the back of any 32- 

to 70-inch flatscreen telly. It runs 

Valve’s SteamOS, giving access 

to games galore, and boasts a 

powerful Intel Core i7 processor, 

up to 1TB of solid-state storage and 

a choice of Nvidia graphics cards.

£TBC, PIIXL.COM

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 1 9

NEWS BLIP TESCO WILL RELEASE AN UPGRADED HUDL TABLET IN 2014 Radar
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THE DOCTOR WILL 
SEE YOU NOW…
Meet the Kernel, the jewellery that can diagnose

C O N C E P T

WWW  FOR MORE NEWS GO TO T3.COM

 Radar NEWS BLIP THE FINAL TAX DISC WILL BE ISSUED IN OCTOBER, AS THE DVLA GOES ALL-DIGITAL

to a relevant “Tasker” to 
get in contact with you. 
Every Tasker is vetted 
and a review system 
weeds out the cowboys.

They say
“We’ve amassed 20,000 
vetted, approved and 

help – for a fee. Think 
neighbours helping 
neighbours, but for the 
iPhone generation (ie 
with in-app purchases). 

What do they do?
Post a Task and state a 
price range. It’s then up 

Who are they?
Created by entrepreneur 
Leah Busque, it’s an app 
that helps people with 
everyday tasks, from 
picking up shopping to 
small and large DIY jobs, 
by connecting them with 
people willing and able to 

skilled ‘Taskers’ in 19 
cities across the US in 
just five years. Now we’re 
coming to London, but 
that’s just the beginning 
of our journey. We’re 
planning to expand to the 
rest of the UK, plus Paris, 
Sydney and Toronto.”

We say
The review system  
works well and for time- 
strapped or incompetent 
folk looking for a helping 
hand it’s a great idea. It’s  
like an updated Thomson 
Local directory. 
FREE, TASKRABBIT.CO.UK

{ U N E A RTH ED }

TASKRABBIT

DREAMED UP BY BILL GATES AND CRAFTED BY TOP DESIGN 

bod Yves Béhar, Fuseproject’s Kernel necklace will one day be able to 

test for common but devastating diseases in seconds. All it needs is a 

sample of blood, urine, breath or saliva for a diagnosis, which it then 

sends with the patient’s temperature to a doctor’s smartphone via 

Bluetooth, keeping a record of its findings in the cloud. 

Part of a design initiative that asks why tech isn’t doing more to  

help the developing world, this potentially life-saving gadget is at least 

five years away. But it’s undoubtedly wearable tech at its most useful. 

FUSEPROJECT.COM
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N E W S

WWW  FOR MORE NEWS GO TO T3.COM

 Radar NEWS BLIP PC SALES PLUNGED BY 10.1% IN 2013 SAYS RESEARCH FIRM IDC

Apple design baron, Sir 
Jony Ive, recently held a 
celebrity fund-raising 
auction at Sotheby’s in 
New York for The Global 
Fund to fight AIDS, TB 
and Malaria. These 
exclusive slabs of tech 
were among the listings…

EARPODS OF GOLD

These Apple ’pods were 
given an 18-carat rose gold 
finish and an estimated 
price tag of $20,000- 
$25,000. Whoever did the 
estimating messed up; they 
went for $461,000.

SCARLET MAC PRO

This customised aluminium 
Mac Pro with the red finish 
entered the auction with a 
$40,000-$60,000 
estimated price tag. How 
wrong? When the gavel fell, 
bidding was at $977,000.

LEICA RANGEFINDER

Sir Jony designed this 
one-off with a magnesium 
die-cast body for the 
auction. Its price estimate? 
$500,000-$750,000. What 
did it sell for? $1.8 million. 
Generous folk, us techies…

FEEL THE 
QUALITY
Feeling flush after Xmas? Thought 
not. Console yourself with this 
desirable, if non-affordable, tech…

Linn Klimax 
Exakt

Squeezing a receiver, 
DAC and amp into one 
badly spelled box, this 

audio super-system also 
includes a brace of Klimax 
Exakt 350 speakers, with 

six independently 
controllable channels. 

It’s the next best thing to 
having the artist in the 

room with you, and only 
slightly pricier.

£50,000, LINN.CO.UK 

BlackBerry 
P’9982

Wrapped in satin steel, 
this sleek remix of the Z10 
is further enhanced with 

“customisable” Italian 
leather. You also get 64GB 
of storage, BlackBerry’s 
much-beloved BB10 OS 
and an HD display. You 
could describe it as the 

sports car of the 
smartphone world. But 

then we’d have to kill you.
£1,450, PORSCHE-DESIGN.COM

{ T H E  K I T }

Audeze LCD X
Yes, you’ll look like the 

radio operator on a 
Lancaster bomber, but 

don these ear-swaddling 
cans and you’ll also look 

like a man enjoying 
superbly clear sound. 

Audeze’s bespoke Fazor 
tech helps manage air 

flow, resulting in 
drastically improved 
frequency response. 

£1,102, AUDEZE.COM

Fujifilm X-E2
Laying claim to the 

world’s fastest autofocus 
– 0.08 seconds – this 
also features a “lens- 

modulation optimiser” 
that fine-tunes the 

optics for edge-to-edge 
clarity. Now, go take 

photos in the 
retro-chic manner of 

Helmut Newton 
snapping the Monaco 

royal family. In a castle. 
Made of gold. 

£800, FUJIFILM.COM

{ E X T R A }

IVE GOT THIS
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I N N O VAT I O N

WWW  FOR MORE NEWS GO TO T3.COM

 Radar NEWS BLIP FACEBOOK IS TESTING A NEW “SYMPATHISE” BUTTON

{ T H E  K I T }

FreedMan Chair 
This replicates your standing posture 

whilst seated, reducing the risk of heart 
disease and diabetes that accumulates 
over years of desk-based slouching. The 
brainchild of osteopath-inventor Simon 

Freedman, it uses the spine’s natural 
standing curve as support to take the 

strain off abused back muscles. 
Despite looking like something from 

David Cronenberg’s worst nightmares, 
it’s the second most successful UK 

Kickstarter campaign ever.    
£799, FREEDMANCHAIR.COM, OUT APRIL

Stir Kinect Smart Desk
Sitting for prolonged periods is officially 
bad for your health. Thus, this motorised 

sit/stand smartdesk with Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth and touchscreen controller 

could literally add years to your life. 
Designed in California, the Stir Kinect 

has motorised legs, raising and lowering 
so you can sit, stand or perch in 

between, and can be programmed via 
the 4.3-inch touchscreen in the corner 
to move automatically at set times to 

– ho ho! – keep you on your toes.   
$3,980, STIRWORKS.COM

{ E X T R A }

JEFF BEZOS DRONES ON FOR PR REASONS

While you’re stood by 
your window waiting for 
the delivery driver that 
never comes, Amazon 
reckons it’s hard at work 
finding an alternative: 
delivery by aerial drone.

Amazon Prime Air, 

announced by Jeff Bezos 
with a straight face in 
December as opposed 
to April 1, will supposedly 
use eight-bladed 
“octocopter” drones to 
deliver the Boardwalk 
Empire series 8 boxset 

to your door “by 2015”. 
These pilotless sky 
scooters will have a 
range of 16km, going 
from an Amazon 
“fulfilment centre” to 
your door in half an hour.

The only things that 

could conceivably hold 
the plan back are that 
drones for non-military 
use are illegal, and the 
fact that most city 
dwellers don’t have a 
helipad on their roof.
£TBC, AMAZON.CO.UK

 OFFICE
 SAVIOURS
Stand in the place where you 
work: you’ll get more done and 
live longer. Possibly...
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N E W S

ICE-COLD 
TRUCKER
Six-wheeled, snow-penetrating 
monster slays Antarctica on  
a Christmas jaunt

THIS CUSTOMISED TOYOTA HILUX 

monster truck was created specifically for 

the Willis Resilience Expedition that crossed 

Antarctica last month – well, hopefully, all 

being well, acting as both a support vehicle 

and broadcast centre. 

Named Ice Broker, this six-wheeled, 2.6 

tonne, bespoke communications hub was 

built to be four times more fuel efficient than 

any vehicle previously used in the region. 

Its job was to battle through 640km of 

treacherous terrain in temperatures as low as 

-40°C. The reason? To allow the expedition’s 

two explorers to collect meteorological and 

geochemistry data, before attempting to break 

the world record for skiing from the coast of 

Antarctica to the South Pole. As you do.

Two Iridium Pilot high-speed data 

antennae on the roof streamed the expedition 

at 134Kbps from fixed cameras that could be 

controlled remotely by the occupants. 

Aside from the support vehicle, the explorers 

used some of the best sub-zero tech available 

to get them through the expedition, including 

polarised Scott Sports goggles to protect against 

snow blindness and Mountain Hardware 

Absolute Zero insulated jackets that had 

already been tested down to -60°C – so -40ºC 

was presumably a breeze. For more extreme-

weather kit, turn your gaze to the right. For 

slightly more sedate, skiing-holiday-friendly 

snow-related kit, trek to p81-83.

£200,000, WILLISRESILIENCE.COM

2. WHEELS

 

The six wheels run on three 
axles, each of which fitted 
with 44-inch tyres. Extra 
springs were added to the 
suspension to help deal 
with the Antarctic terrain

1. BODY

 

Weighing 2.6 tonnes, the 
truck is six metres long and 
more than two metres wide, 
and can carry a five tonne 
payload in the rear cargo 
area. It took 1,200 man 
hours to build

  



VOLKL NUNATAQ SKIS
 

Designed for touring and 
back-country skiing with a 
wooden core and mohair/
nylon blended skin, these 
are the skis of choice for 
19-year-old expedition 
leader Parker Liautaud.
£570, VOLKL.COM

MOUNTAIN HARDWARE 

ABSOLUTE ZERO
 

Developed for the world’s 
toughest climes, this 
insulated, waterproof nylon 
parka weighs 1.28kg. It 
includes a fixed hood and 
internal cuffs to seal in as 
much warmth as possible.
$800, MOUNTAINHARDWARE.COM

YELLOWBRICK 3 GPS
 

Weighing just 300g and 
coloured a fetching shade 
of yellow, this GPS is 
tailored for Arctic survival, 
transmitting your position 
once an hour for 80 days on 
a single charge.
£300,  

YELLOWBRICK-TRACKING.COM

SMITHOPTICS I/OX 

GOGGLES
 

An Anti-Fog inner lens and 
patented filter tech keep 
vision clear, while a 
quick-release system 
means you can swap lenses 
quickly when needed. 
£259, SMITHOPTICS.COM

{ F O CU S }

Willis Resilience  
Expedition tech

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 2 7

RadarNEWS BLIP VIRGIN’S TV ANYWHERE IS NOW AVAILABLE ON ANDROID

3. ENGINE

 

The three-litre diesel pulls 
170bhp, with a top speed of 
120kph on road and 60kph 
on snow or ice. An additional 
heating unit stops it dying 
in polar conditions, and it 
goes 1,260km on one tank

Polaris Sportsman 
WV850 ATV

Reinforced-steel, 
military-designed terrain 
muncher has non-
pneumatic (ie: airless) 
tyres that don’t go flat. 
$15,000, POLARIS.COM

QuickSilver Pro 
Chamonix backpack

18-litre backpack with a 
built-in airbag that 
inflates in under three 
seconds to protect you in 
the event of an avalanche.
£130, QUIKSILVER.CO.UK

Drift Ghost-S 
action camera

What’s the point in 
conquering the arctic if 
you can’t record it? This 
cam will shoot 1080p at 
60fps in most conditions. 
£329, ACTIONCAMERAS.CO.UK

{ E X T R A }

PLAN AN EXTREME JAUNT OF YOUR OWN WITH COLD-CONQUERING TECH
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T R E N D

WWW  FOR MORE NEWS GO TO T3.COM

 Radar NEWS BLIP “TECH IS TURNING BRITS OFF SEX”, SAYS UNIVERSITY COLLEGE LONDON STUDY

YOU SHOOT,  
YOU SCORE!
T3 laces up the month’s top footy gear, 
dribbles, then picks its spot. Golazo!

Adidas F50  
Adizero “Samba” 

Adidas’ latest boots have been 
designed to embrace Brazilian culture 
ahead of this summer’s World Cup in 

Rio, and were unveiled by Argentinean 
superstar Lionel Messi. Stud alignment 
allows for maximum acceleration and 

lets you change direction at pace, while 
the hybrid synthetic leather technology 

keeps it durable and lightweight. 
£160, ADIDAS.COM, OUT NOW

Nike InCyte ball
The “mango” colour of the official FA 

Cup ball was chosen to maximise 
visibility on snowy pitches – clearly 

Nike is not expecting a mild winter. The 
textured, high-elasticity surface allows 
cleaner strikes and increased velocity 
while the five-layer construction helps 
even the most inept of cloggers control 

the ball with one touch. 
£100, NIKE.COM/GB, OUT NOW

Football Manager 2014
Sega’s addictive management sim 

returns on mobile. New features include 
My Club Mode that allows you to create 

your own team from scratch. 
Improvements have also been made to 
transfers and the way you interact with 

the media. Less tiring than playing 
actual footie – review on p45. 

£7 ON IOS AND ANDROID, SEGA.COM, OUT NOW

CHECK training aid 
Plug your finger into this gadget and it’ll 

shoot a low-voltage current through 
your very being. The intensity and delay 

of your muscles’ reaction reveals how 
tired they are. Results are fed to your 

smartphone, which offers training 
advice tailored to your fatigue levels. 

£225, CHECKMYLEVEL.COM

{ T H E  K I T }

{ R U M O U R S }

TECH CHATTER WIRED TO T3’S BULL-O-METER

SAMSUNG PREPPING 

560PPI FOR GALAXY S5

Samsung’s next flagship 
smartphone “could” have a 
560 pixel-per-inch AMOLED 
according to German site 
OLED.at. Take that, iPhone!

NEXT NOKIA LUMIAS TO 

USE AIR GESTURES

Handsets will feature “3D 
Touch”, meaning you can 
control the phones without 
touching the display, not 
unlike Samsung’s Note.

WRAPAROUND DISPLAY 

FOR SAMSUNG HANDSET

The “Youm” display tech 
employed in the Galaxy 
Round is just getting 
started, at least according 
to Bloomberg…

FOXCONN BEAVERING 

AWAY ON 12.9-INCH IPAD

An unnamed source hints 
that Apple’s manufacturing 
pal is working on a larger 
iPad, ready to join the Air 
and Mini in 2014.

HTC ONE SEQUEL 

PACKING IN THE SPECS

The “M8” will flex a 2.3GHz 
quadcore, a five-inch 
1080p screen and Android 
4.4 – that’s the word from 
benchmarker AnTuTu. 

STEAM MACHINE TO 

COME WITH VR HEADSET

Valve says it will show off 
Oculus Rift-style goggles 
at its Developer Days 
conference. Could it end up 
bundled with Steam boxes?

*
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 Radar NEWS BLIP ARGOS IS BRINGING FREE WI-FI TO 735 OF ITS UK STORES

 

1
SIZE MATTERS

Measuring 100x170x40cm, 
this rivals Geneva and Jean 
Michel Jarre’s mega-docks 

for sheer girth and heft

2
NUMBERS GAME

The first WOS seemed 
sizeable at the time, but 

this is a third bigger and 71 
per cent heavier at 178kg

3
OVERKILL

There are 44 state-of-the-
art, custom-built speaker 

elements plus four 12-inch 
subwoofers for mega bass

4
FLY BY WIRELESS 

Spotify compatibility, 
Bluetooth and an iOS app 
means you can stream as 

well as dock

5
POWERFUL…

It puts out up to 8000W of 
sonic oomph. Those 

bastards at Powergen will 
be rubbing their hands…

6
…ALSO BLOODY LOUD…

The decibel count is 130 at 
full output: the same as an 
F-15 jet fighter 30m away, 
with its afterburners on

7
…BUT IT’S OKAY COS…

A glowing-eyed monkey 
head pops off and shuts the 

WoS down if volume hits 
danger levels. Yes, really…

8
VIP

Only five are being built 
and there’s no word if any 

more will follow. Buy 
immediately! Or sooner!

9 
HAND-BUILT

Each WoS is hand-crafted 
from, er, MDF, in Sweden, 

by “skilled carpenters and 
engineers” – peace of mind

10 
HARDCORE PURCHASE

Look, there’s a monkey head 
on it and it weighs the same 
as two men and a rottweiler. 

Just buy one, already

10 REASONS TO BUY

WALL OF SOUND 2.0
Outrageously over-sized and subwoofer-laden 
music dock unleashed. Contains monkey head
€6,900, THEWOSEXPERIENCE.COM, OUT FEBRUARY
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S P E N D

{ W H Y  T O  B U Y }
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IK ILOUD 40 WATTS OF ULTRA-ACCURATE RESPONSE IN THIS 

PORTABLE AMP/SPEAKER. BUILT FOR MUSICIANS BUT THEY’LL 

SELL YOU ONE TOO IF YOU ASK NICE. £200, IK
MULTIM

EDIA.COM

PURE EVOKE MIO DEUTSCHE GRAMMOPHON PORTABLE 

DAB/FM RADIO GIVEN THE CLASSICAL-MUSIC RECORD COMPANY 

COLOUR-SCHEME AND A PLAQUE. PROPER. £140, PURE.COM

SHARK WITH FRICKIN’ LASER BEAM WORK PRESENTATIONS 

JUST GOT 150 PER CENT COOLER WITH THIS ESSENTIAL, 

JAWS-SHAPED OFFICE AID. £13, FIREBOX.COM, O
UT NOW

URBANEARS PLATTAN PENDLETON INSPIRED BY NATIVE 

AMERICANS RATHER THAN VICTORIA, THESE CANS ARE 

SWADDLED IN VIRGIN WOOL. £80, URBANEARS.COM

BURG HONG KONG THIS SMARTWATCH HAS A SIM SLOT SO IT 

DOESN’T NEED TO PAIR WITH YOUR PHONE – IT IS A PHONE. 

PREPARE FOR WRIST CHAT! £260, BURGSMARTWATCH.COM

LUMOBACK MODERN VICTORIAN SCHOOLMISTRESS CORRECTS 

YOUR COATHANGER-STYLE POSTURE BY VIBRATING WHEN YOU 

START SLOUCHING, YOU NAUGHTY BOY. £130, LUMOBACK.COM

MAD CATZ’ STRIKE M BITE-SIZED GAMING KEYBOARD WITH 

MOUSE THUMBPAD AND HOT KEYS FOR FRAGGING ON THE GO. 

DOES ANYONE STILL SAY “FRAGGING”? £TBC, M
ADCATZ.COM

3 2  T3  F E B RUA RY 2 014

STUFF 
Offbeat off-cuts of 
technology for the 
serious nose-to-tail 
gadget consumer…

U N D E R  T H E  R A D A R
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THE BUZZ
Keeping an eye on the CEOs, creatives and borderline crackpots that keep tech ticking 

WHAT WE’VE 
LEARNED 

THIS MONTH

SEND MAIL, WIN THIS

The Powerskin PoP’n 
case attaches, limpet-like, 
to the back of your 
smartphone for a 100  
per cent battery boost.
£52, POWERSKIN.CO.UK

 Radar

WHAT HAPPENED NEXT?
Updates on the tech stories that do not go gentle

TOPSY

Apple has confirmed the 
$200 million purchase of this 

social-media analytics software, 
created by Oxford graduate 

Duncan Greatwood

THREE

As part of its Feel At Home 
scheme, Three has removed 
roaming charges for anyone 

travelling to America, as well as 
Indonesia, Sri-Lanka and Macau

SONY PS4

The next-gen console has 
smashed UK records and beaten 

the Xbox One in sales, shifting 
250,000 consoles in two days

RBS AND NATWEST

An IT glitch on Cyber Monday, 
the big pre-Xmas discount 

shopping day, left the two banks’ 
customers unable to pay

BRIGHTEST FLASHLIGHT

This free Android app, 
downloaded 50 million times, 
has admitted to selling users’ 

locations and device IDs

ASHES CRICKET 2013

The most hilariously inept game 
ever? See the YouTube videos for 
“fielding” even worse than Team 

England’s in the actual Ashes

YOUR MAILS, TWEETS AND POSTS

STAR LETTER

Not so next-gen…
I wish I hadn’t bothered buying 

the Xbox One. Its CPU and 

GPU were designed for mobile 

devices and will be out of date 

as soon as the Snapdragon 

800 Pro comes out next year. 

How Microsoft and Sony  

can say these consoles are 

future-proof is beyond me.

STEVEN T SPOON VIA FACEBOOK

Are you sure you’ve really 

bought one, Steven? Surprise at 

how long games take to install 

we’d get, but ire at specs that 

everyone has known for months? 

Hmm… We trust you’ll have more 

fun with your phone battery prize.

Deepest sympathy
Why do we need a Facebook 

“sympathise” button? You could 

always leave the buttons alone 

and write an appropriate 

comment instead.

MALCOLM CAMPBELL VIA FACEBOOK

Amazon’s flying circus
Delivery by drone ain’t gonna 

work. Imagine it carrying the new 

PS4 – kids would shoot it down 

and make off with the bounty.

TREVOR IRWIN VIA FACEBOOK

THE T3 
WINDEX
What’s going up and  

down in the land of tech

{ W I N N I N G }

{ F A I L I N G }

{ M O B I L E }

BlackBerry lives to 
fight another day
Then: A manic year’s 

end for BB, including 

the departure of CEO 

Thorsten Heins and a 

halted buyout deal.

Now: Interim CEO John 

Chen has issued an open 

letter stating, “Our ‘for 

sale’ sign has been taken 

down and we are here to 

stay.” Focus will shift to 

software, though.

{ P O L I T I C S }

Martha Lane-Fox: 
a retrospective
Then: Appointed as the 

UK’s Digital Champion 

in 2010, Lane-Fox’s 

RaceOnline scheme 

aimed to get the whole 

of the UK online.

Now: 6.9 million people 

still have no web access 

– that’s 17% of all UK 

homes – but internet 

adoption has risen 11% 

during her reign.

{ M U S I C }

Spotify aims to win 
musicians’ trust
Then: Thom Yorke 

removed music from 

the service in 2013 and 

criticised its business 

model publicly.

Now: Spotify is taking 

a more open approach, 

creating the Spotify 

Artists site to show how 

pay is calculated. It 

will also sell merch via 

Topspin, taking no cut.

I N B OX

ARMY NICKS £80M-
WORTH OF SOFTWARE

The US military 

continued installing 

tracking software 

Apptricity even after 

licences expired, 

being forced to pay 

$30m in damages. 

Still a bargain

MICROSOFT DESIGN 
STRESS-BUSTING BRA

This prototype 

has skin and heart 

monitors that relay 

data to an app, which 

warns when stress 

levels are high and 

there’s a danger of 

“emotional eating”

PHONE THEFT IS NOW 
SLIGHTLY LESS PAINFUL

EE, Three, Virgin 

Media and Vodafone 

will cap all charges 

run up on lost and 

stolen phones at £50 

by spring 2014

I’m willing to bet eight 

sausages this won’t happen. 

Ready to take me up on it?

PAUL HARDWICK VIA FACEBOOK

T3 podcast RIP
If we threaten self-harm will 

you continue making the pod?  

CRAIG THORNTON VIA FACEBOOK

Podcast supremo Duncan Bell 

says: “Keep calm and carry on 

listening to the old ones. There’s 

299 to choose from on iTunes.”
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585%

THE MONTH IN NUMBERS
Take cover! Intergalactic statistical debris incoming…

NEWS BLIP MEN TAKE TWICE AS MANY SELFIES AS WOMEN, ACCORDING TO SAMSUNG SURVEY

Running on fumes
182miles – The distance an Aston 

Martin Rapide S covered using 
just 26.7kg of hydrogen, that’s about 

the same as 27 bags of flour

ASTON MARTIN

In a galaxy far, far away…

$300,000
The estimated cost at auction of Han 

Solo’s blaster, used in Star Wars: the Empire 
Strikes Back and Return of the Jedi 

INVALUABLE.COM

The amount tablet 
trade-ins increased by 

after the iPad Air launch 

 Most recycled products in order: 

SMARTPHONE
ADDICTION

Countries with the highest smartphone uptake 

China
422,381,578

34% of all mobile phones in China 

USA 188,154,468
55% of all mobile phones in USA   

India 117,344,177 
13% of all mobile phones in India    

Brazil 72,197,923
26% of all mobile phones in Brazil     

United Kingdom 43,375,911

58% of all mobile phones in the UK 

ASYMCO

APPINION

DISTIMO

SKYLON

SELLMYMOBILE.COM

POWER PLATFORMS
Mobile market share in the UK 

KANTAR WORLDPANEL COMTECH

Apple 

27%

BlackBerry

3.1%

Android 

58.4%

Windows 

11.4%

202,586 
Number of people who have so 
far applied for Bas Lansdorp’s 

one-way mission to Mars

EMARKETER

$100 MILLION
Cost of reusing the retired Space Shuttle

$10MILLION 
Cost of reusing Skylon                 

THE HYPE
WHAT WEARABLE GADGETS ARE GENERATING 

THE MOST ONLINE CHATTER?

28% 
SAMSUNG 
GALAXY GEAR

22% 
GOOGLE GLASS

14%
APPLE IWATCH  

3% 
FITBIT

3%
NIKE FUELBAND  

92%

Google Play Apple App Store 

79%

30% 
Zifeng Tower  29% 

Burj Khalifa 

39% 
Burj Al Arab  

36% 
Bank of 
America Tower 32% 

Emirates Tower One

WHICH OF THE WORLD’S SKYSCRAPERS HAS THE MOST UNOCCUPIABLE SPACE?

SAMSUNG GALAXY NOTE1

APPLE IPAD 22

APPLE IPAD 33

SAMSUNG GALAXY NOTE 24

Percentage of the overall revenue of 
top-selling apps on both platforms that’s 

generated solely by games
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As noted above, CES hits just as the  
dust from New Year’s Eve settles. We’ll be in 
Vegas to sample all the best that the tech  
world will have to offer in 2014 (and loads of  
iffy tablets and about a bazillion iPhone cases)

“Blue Monday” – officially the most 
depressing day of the year, according  
to statisticians, is on January 20. How  
does it feel, to treat us like it do? That’s  
what we’d like to know…

With winter now chilling our bones and 
greeting us on our return from Las Vegas with 
a bitter wind, the one thing we don’t currently 
feel an urgent need for is a fridge, so we’re 
giving away three of them on p85

NEWS BLIP ANDROID KITKAT IS TO GET RAW PHOTO COMPATIBILITY, GOOGLE SAYS

WHAT’S ON YOUR RADAR?
The movies, tech and games that are coming for YOU in Space Year 2014

{ T H E  H I G H S  A N D  L O W S  O F  T 3 ’ S  C O M I N G  M O N T H }

WWW  FOR MORE NEWS GO TO T3.COM

YEAH!

MEH!
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Tech

Films

Games

Sin City: A Dame to Kill For

Sequel to 2006’s neo-noir cult 
classic prepares to splatter 
screens at last. August

CES 2014

Vegas turns tech Mecca for 
the annual electronics trade 
show. January 7-10

Child of Light

Guide a princess through a dream 
resembling a moving watercolour. 
Woah, trippy man. Q3

RoboCop

Cyber-fuzz reboot with Samuel 
L Jackson. You now have one 
month to comply… February

HTC One 2

The sequel to the T3 Awards 
2013’s Gadget of the Year is 
being worked up now. Q2

Donkey Kong Country: 
Tropical Freeze

Side-scrolling funky gibbon 
returns on Wii U. February

Metal Gear Solid V:  
Ground Zeroes

Gaming’s stealthiest action hero 
returns to the fray. Q2

Amazing Spider-Man 2

Spidey is back, this time 
taking on Electro (pictured) 
and Rhino (horny). April 18 
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Nokia “Illusionist”

Nokia goes for portability 
with new eight-inch Windows 
8 RT tablet. Early 2014 
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Play
This month… Score San Andreas on iOS / Rave on with Mogwai / 
Feel the rush of Rush / Gaze at the wonder of Cox (Brian)

T H E  E S S E N T I A L

T H E  C O N T E N T  F O R  Y O U R  K I T 

  



4 2  T3  F E B R UA RY 2 014

G A M E S

W
ith Grand Theft Auto V wowing 

console gamers with its epically 

huge, explorable cod-LA of Los 

Santos, creator Rockstar Games serves up 

a reminder of its roots. The PS2’s GTA: San 

Andreas from 2004 was the first time players 

were introduced to this vast approximation 

of the golden state – and now you can play it 

on your phone while waiting for the bus.

It’s a testament to how fast mobile tech 

has developed that this former behemoth is 

landing on iOS and Android just ten years 

after its release. In its day, San Andreas was 

every bit as mind-blowing as GTA V. The 

depth, scope and size of the game world, 

in which players were given a map that 

included three cities and acres of woodland 

and desert between them, was staggering. 

Today, the gameplay remains impressive. 

The story arc of CJ, a clear forerunner to GTA 

V’s would-be gangster Franklin, is enjoyable, 

but most fun is the chance to launch gang 

wars, tag turf or steal planes. If GTA III 

marked the moment Rockstar went 3D, San 

Andreas is when it went widescreen. And 

in GTA V’s still warm, blood-soaked glow, 

there’s never been a better time to revisit it.

£TBC, ROCKSTARGAMES.COM, OUT NOW ON iOS AND ANDROID

during the post-punk ’80s with The 

Human League, Gary Numan, et al and later in 

’90s rave-related acts, notably Orbital.

I Dream of Wires is on DVD as a four-hour, 

two-disc “Hardcore” edit. Part one deals with 

the rise of the modular up to the first boom; 

the second picks up the 21st-century revival. 

The detail is exhaustive, the breadth of the 

contributors stunning, from Nine Inch Nails’ 

Trent Reznor to dance producer James Holden.

“We were surprised to find a lot of big names 

very enthusiastic about speaking on the subject,” 

says Amm. “The four-hour cut is because we 

couldn’t do all our material justice in less. It’s 

for real synth nerds, but the enthusiasm of 

everyone involved makes it breeze by.”

Synth icon Gary Numan spoke to T3 from 

his California home about the tech’s appeal. 

“Those old synths that I used were very 

immediate with knobs and buttons for every 

function,” he says. “I miss that ability to create 

and alter sounds easily on the fly, adapting as 

you work. It was more exciting manipulating 

sound on old synths.”

Aside from reconditioned devices and a 

retro synth-building cottage industry, modulars 

today are largely software; virtual synths. 

Numan uses Virus – “Phenomenal sounds but 

still has all the tactile control” – while Neil 

Arthur’s favourite is the Arturia Moogmodular 

– “The virtual wires move in a lovely way. In 

real life they were bloody awkward.”

I Dream of Wires takes its title from Numan’s 

song about futurist engineers, but for some the 

title has a deeper truth. “It’s so evocative,” Amm 

adds. “I’m a synth obsessive and these tangles 

of patch-cords literally infiltrate my dreams.” 

After watching this four-hour love letter, they 

may make an appearance in yours, too.

£17 DVD, IDREAMOFWIRES.ORG, OUT NOW

“THE FOUR-HOUR  
CUT IS FOR REAL 
SYNTH NERDS,  
BUT IT BREEZES BY”

The Walking Dead: 
Season 2
PC

The widely acclaimed 
comic-book zombie 
adventure goes again. 
Episode 1 is out now, but 
bag the season pass.
£19, TELLTALEGAMES.COM,  

OUT NOW

Dragon Ball Z:  
Battle of Z
PS3, X360, PSV

This high-speed team 
fighter boasts four-player 
co-op brawls and 
overhauled controls  
for DayGlo fisticuffs.
£40, NAMCOBANDAIGAMES.COM, 

OUT JAN 24

Mario Party: 
Island Tour
3DS

The plumbing dynasty’s 
throwing a shindig, with 
80 new mini-games and 
one-cart multiplayer. Fun 
in patches but the format 
is beginning to tire.
£30, NINTENDO.CO.UK, OUT JAN 17

Bravely Default
3DS

With heavy nods to the 
Final Fantasy and Dragon 
Quest series, Square 
Enix’s latest turn-based 
Japanese role-playing 
game is a reassuringly 
over the top joy to play.  
£35, SQUARE-ENIX.COM, OUT NOW

«

{ B E S T  O F  T H E  R E S T }

Zombies, role-playing, fight club, party time…

Gary Numan: he 
dreams of wires,  
and having hair  
made of human hair

 GTA: SAN ANDREAS          
Rockstar’s first visit to Los Santos 
squeezed into your phone or tablet…

Play

{ F O C U S }

San Andreas is almost an RPG, as your 
activities have a palpable effect on your 
in-game persona. Gym it until you’re a 
musclebound beast or stuff your face till 
you’re clinically obese. The choice is yours…

“Pizza!”
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MOGWAI
Instrumental-rockin’ Scots rave on

Play

L
ast year’s soundtrack for The Returned  

found math-rock curmudgeons Mogwai 

in sinister but restrained form. Rave 

Tapes, by contrast, foregrounds the more 

widescreen dynamics that first made the 

band’s name when their Young Team debut 

came out, 16 long years ago. As they move 

from head-nodding noodle to extreme noise 

terror with practiced ease, you realise that 

Mogwai are now like The Fall of post-rock – 

always different, but always the same. 

£10 CD, £8 MP3, OUT JANUARY 20

{ B E S T  O F  T H E  R E S T }

Four very arty album covers

DAMIEN JURADO

Brothers and Sisters Of The 
Eternal Son
Excellent, prog-rock-style album title 
and cover art mask impeccable 
American indie-psych rock.
£10 CD, £10 MP3, OUT JANUARY 20

WARPAINT

Warpaint
These avant-rockers should needle 
the mainstream with this Flood/Nigel 
Godrich-produced waxing. Buy early 
for brag points come the end of 2014.
£10 CD, £8 MP3, OUT JANUARY 17

BROKEN BELL

After the Disco
Latest “project” from Danger Mouse 
(Gnarls Barkley, Black Keys’ 
producer). Features The Shins’ lead 
singer; nonetheless pretty good.
£10 CD, £8 MP3, OUT FEBRUARY 3

MIKE OLDFIELD

Man on the Rocks
The 25th studio album of winsome 
soundscapes and slightly 
threatening ambience from the 
Tubular Bells man. Far out.  
£10 CD, £8 MP3, OUT JANUARY 27

M U S I C

A
lthough it’s not a patch on 2010’s Senna, which had the 

benefits of being a) a documentary and b) about a once-in-a-

generation genius, Rush makes a decent fist of capturing the 

glamour, danger and excellent hair of 1970s Formula 1. It tracks the 

rivalry between James Hunt – dashing, blond, played by Thor the 

Thunder God – and Niki “The Rat” Lauda – rodent-like teeth, coldly 

calculating, played by the Nazi from Inglourious Basterds. As such, it 

largely concentrates on 1976, when the brilliant Lauda built up a huge 

lead, then crashed and burned, allowing Hunt to chip away at said 

lead, before an incredibly brave return by a badly burned Lauda set 

up a thrilling season climax. Ron Howard directs with his customary, 

er, competence and while there is nothing truly epic, insightful or 

explosive here, there is a lot of heart and a lot to like.

£15 BLU-RAY, £14 HD DOWNLOAD, OUT JANUARY 10

{ H D  M O M E N T }

The race 
scenes, 

especially the 
ones involving 

horrific 
crashes, are 

done with 
unfussy skill

WHITE HOUSE DOWN 

BLU-RAY, HD DOWNLOAD

It’s Die Hard crossed with 
Lethal Weapon, but in the 
White House! No, it’s 
Olympus has Fallen, but 
with Channing Tatum 
instead of Gerard Butler! 
Either way, it’s rubbish!   
£15 BD, £14, OUT JANUARY 20

RIDDICK 

BLU-RAY, HD DOWNLOAD

Vin Diesel brings his usual 
muscular charm to the 
titular antihero here. He’s 
marooned on a planet, 
beset by bounty hunters 
and CGI beasties. Chances 
of survival: strong.
£15 BD, £14 DL, OUT JANUARY 13

THE COLONY 

BLU-RAY

Old hands Larry Fishburne 
and Bill Paxton really 
class up this post-
apocalpyse-zombie-
cannibals-chasing-down-
tunnels-fest. It’s clichéd, 
but it’s a cracking watch.   
£13 BD, OUT JANUARY 20

{ B E S T  O F  T H E  R E S T }

Pulp fiction and geek entertainment

“Isn’t that Thor the 
Thunder God?”

COMPUTER CHESS 

BLU-RAY, HD DOWNLOAD

A brilliant recreation of 
the early ’80s, shot 
seemingly on VHS, this  
is also a wry, absurdist 
comedy about obsession, 
self-aware computers and 
non-self-aware people.
£15 BD, £14 DL, OUT NOW 

F I L M S

RUSH
Ron Howard’s history of Lauda and Hunt’s battle  
for the F1 crown packs a decent dramatic punch
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App of the month

WONDERS OF LIFE
Professor Brian Cox continues his iPad odyssey  
by heading to the bottom of the ocean and back…

L
ast year, brainiac physicist slash pop-

rock keyboard enthusiast Brian Cox’s 

Wonders of the Universe app made a 

big splash, grabbing a spot on Apple’s Best 

of 2012 board in the UK and over the pond. 

Fast forward a year, and Cox is back to take 

us on another journey closer to home. 

Wonders of Life takes you around 

the world on a 3D tour of Earth’s most 

incredible sights, from geological wonders 

like subterranean freshwater cenotes in 

southern Mexico, to unique flora and fauna 

in Madagascar. Explore creatures and 

locations, or plunge into the depths of the 

cells and elements that make up the world, 

with two and a half hours of HD footage 

from the accompanying BBC TV series 

and over 500 super-sharp images, fully 

optimised for Retina displays. 

All of this footage is underpinned by the 

expert musings of Cox, who narrates many 

of the videos and accompanies the rest of 

the content with over 80 articles that delve 

into the intricacies of nature. There are 

few apps as stunning to look at on a Retina 

display. And with an iPhone version in the 

pipeline, no iDevice packer need miss out.

£4.99, HARPERCOLLINS.CO.UK, OUT NOW ON IPAD

{ I O S }

Apple’s latest little gems

PlayStation App
IOS 6.0+ IPHONE, IPAD, TOUCH

Sony’s answer to SmartGlass arrives 
with access to PlayStation Store, 
social extras and second-screen 
features for some games.
FREE, PLAYSTATION.COM

Star Wars: Tiny Death Star
IOS 6.0+: IPHONE, IPAD, TOUCH

Build a Death Star and manage it. It’s 
not all about turbo lasers, though, 
you’ll need to provide for citizens with 
over 80 services, including karaoke.
FREE, DISNEY.COM 

Rayman Fiesta Run
IOS 5.0+: IPHONE, IPAD, TOUCH

Ubisoft’s platform hero has a few new 
powers, including a super punch, but 
it’s all about those 75 beautiful new 
levels to romp through. 
£1.99, UBI.COM/UK

Radio Times Discover TV
IOS 6.0+: IPAD

A trad TV guide, with no social extras, 
but with the ability to search not just 
daily listings but also on-demand 
shows across iPlayer and Netflix.
FREE (£2.99 A MONTH), RADIOTIMES.COM

Virgin Media Smart Call
IOS 5.0+: IPHONE, IPAD, TOUCH

Branson’s customers can make calls 
from anywhere and connect them  
to their talk plan. All you need is a 
Wi-Fi connection and this app.
FREE, VIRGINMEDIA.COM

Mixcloud
IOS 6.1+: IPHONE, IPAD, TOUCH

This seemingly endless archive of 
great DJ sets and mixes was pretty 
broken for a while. Thankfully, it’s now 
fixed, with a nice redesigned interface.
FREE, MIXCLOUD.COM

Melody Transposer
IOS 5.1+: IPAD

Choose from a library of classic tunes, 
or record your own, and this will shift 
the whole thing – melody and chords 
– into a new key of your choice.
FREE, MELODYTRANSPOSER.COM

WWW  FOR MORE NEWS GO TO T3.COM

THREE 

“NEW YEAR, 

NEW YOU” 

WEBSITES

Diy.org
FOR CHALLENGES

This website’s motto is “Get 
skills, be awesome”. Like a 
Scout club for adults and 
children alike it encourages 
you to earn badges for 
completing challenges, 
from illustration to 
woodwork and web design.

Greatist.com
FOR HEALTH & FITNESS

This American site offers a 
different healthy recipe and 
workout every day, helping 
you live the good life 
without becoming bored. 
Covering physical and 
mental wellbeing, it’s a New 
Year’s resolution mecca.

Todayifoundout.com
FOR KNOWLEDGE

Wish to expand your mind 
rather than your muscles  
in 2014? This site’s full of 
interesting factual articles 
about anything and 
everything. Press “surprise 
me” to receive a random 
nugget of enlightenment.

Headphone magnate 
Dr Dre first mentioned 
the possibility of a 
streaming service, then 
called Daisy, back in 
2012. Now it’s a reality, 
with a name change 
and the added 
involvement of Nine 
Inch Nails’ Trent Reznor. 

Dre claims the 
service will offer a more 
curated approach to 

music. “It’s like having 
your own guy when you 
go into the record store, 
who knows what you 
like but can also point 
you down paths you 
wouldn’t necessarily 
have encountered,” 
explained Reznor.

No word on price, 
but you can register 
your username now.
BEATSMUSIC.COM

{ U PDAT E }

Beats Music streaming 
aims to take down Spotify
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Play

Just when you thought you’d kicked your Football 
Manager 2013 addiction, Sports Interactive are back with 
a completely redesigned interface and a more realistic 
transfer system, plus updated graphics to boot. You can 
now manage in multiple countries during a career, thanks 
to the extra processing power afforded by this year’s 
mobile devices. The most exciting new arrival. however, is 
My Club Mode, which lets you build your own club from 
the ground up – name, colours, squad, the lot. 
£6.99, FOOTBALLMANAGER.COM

App in-depth 

Football Manager Handheld 2014
ANDROID 2.2+

{ A N D R O I D }

Google’s pure gold 

Lift
ANDROID 3.0+

Though only in beta, Lift is already 
pretty functional. It takes your goals 
and condenses them into healthy 
routines for you to repeat daily.
FREE, LIFT.DO

Switchr
ANDROID 2.1+

Customise swiping gestures creating 
new ways to switch between apps in 
real time. Regular multitasker? This 
will make your life a bit easier.
FREE, PLAY.GOOGLE.COM

AccaTracker
ANDROID 2.2+

Put together accumulator bets with  
a bookie of your choice. The app will 
push score notifications – good or 
bad – that affect your chance of cash. 
FREE, ACCATRACKER.COM

Camera Awesome
ANDROID 4.1+

One of the best camera apps on iOS 
finally makes its way to Android, 
packed with genuine pro camera 
features and a simple interface.
£1.87, CAMERAAWESOME.COM

SoulCalibur
ANDROID 2.3.3+

The arcade and Dreamcast fighting 
favourite has been ported to Android, 
complete with the original character 
roster, move sets and modes. 
£4.14, NAMCOBANDAIGAMES.COM

1 3
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FOUR

EBOOKS  

TO READ

The Night Guest
FIONA MCFARLANE

Elderly widow Ruth lives 
alone, until a woman 
claiming to be her carer 
arrives unannounced. The 
women form a bond, but 
why does Ruth hear a tiger 
prowling in the night?
£9.99, OUT JANUARY 16

Dissident Gardens
JONATHAN LETHEM

Epic story spanning three 
generations of a communist 
New York family. It’s 
America’s Wild Swans…
£9.99, OUT JANUARY 16

The Accidental 
Universe: The World 
You Thought You Knew
ALAN LIGHTMAN

Essays that combine science 
and philosophical thought. 
Has tech divorced you from 
experiencing the world?
£7.71, OUT JANUARY 14

Torn
DAVID MASSEY

Teen lit isn’t just Hunger 
Games and Twilight, this 
focuses on 19-year-old 
medic Ellie’s experiences of 
the war in Afghanistan. 
£4.98, OUT NOW

{ W I N D O W S  P H O N E }

Live tile treasures
{ B L A C K B E R R Y }

Berry good apps

Media Lock
BLACKBERRY 10.0.0+

Set a password and Media Lock 
immediately blocks anyone from 
trying to access your camera, 
photos, videos and music.
FREE, APPWORLD.BLACKBERRY.COM

Scoopt
WINDOWS PHONE 7.5+

A neat one-stop shopping app for  
high-street brands, but there’s also an 
emphasis on promoting lesser-known 
outlets via social networking.
FREE, SCOOPT.COM

Gravity Flight
BLACKBERRY 10.0.0+

It’s not in 3D, but the danger is just 
as palpable. Push off of asteroid 
belts and fight to survive as you drift 
in search of a tiny space station.
FREE, APPWORLD.BLACKBERRY.COM

IG Trading 
WINDOWS PHONE 7.5+

Trade on over 10,000 global markets, 
including forex, indices, shares and 
commodities. Analyse real-time 
market trends and invest accordingly.
FREE, IG.COM

Diaree
BLACKBERRY 10.0.0+

Pen an anonymous diary and  
share your musings with other  
users automatically in an effort to 
promote “meaningful conversation”. 
FREE, DIAR.EE

Nokia Camera
WINDOWS PHONE 8+

Merges the often-confusing Nokia Pro 
Cam and Nokia Smart Cam, with all 
the controls of the former and smart 
shooting modes of the latter. 
FREE, NOKIA.COM

Android Central
BLACKBERRY 10.2.0+

An Android blog on BlackBerry? 
Madness! Oddly this is a thriving 
community of news, videos, 
podcasts and the latest rumours.
FREE, ANDROIDCENTRAL.COM

Asphalt 8: Airborne
WINDOWS PHONE 8+

Still arguably the most accessible 
arcade racer on mobile, this adds 
high-flying stunts to its blend of 
searing speed and ace graphics.
£0.79, GAMELOFT.COM

myTrains Free
BLACKBERRY 10.0.0+

Live timetables, arrivals and 
departures for over 2,500 stations 
across the UK. No ticket booking, but 
still great for planning journeys.
FREE, MYTRAINS.CO.UK

Instagram BETA  
WINDOWS PHONE 8+

Many Windows Phone Instagrammers 
have already been lured by 6Tag, but 
the official app has finally landed with 
all the normal filters and features.
FREE, INSTAGRAM.COM

Beyond Voice Recorder
BLACKBERRY 10.0.0+

No ordinary dictaphone, this. It 
specialises in high fidelity recordings 
and delivers them in Raw format for 
editing freedom. Easy exporting, too.
£0.75, APPWORLD.BLACKBERRY.COM

Office Remote
WINDOWS PHONE 8+

Turn your WP device into a remote 
control for Microsoft Office 
applications, controlling Excel, Word 
and Powerpoint from a distance.
FREE, RESEARCH.MICROSOFT.COM

Black Tie
BLACKBERRY 10.0.0+

Welcome to the casino that 
specialises in dice games. The die 
physics are oddly mesmerising and 
the graphics rather winning.
FREE, DREAMSONDEMAND.NET

Plane Radar 
WINDOWS PHONE 8+

See a virtual sky map that shows you 
the position of every plane above your 
head. It’ll also simulate the current 
view from the cockpit, Cap’n. 
FREE, WINDOWSPHONE.COM
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D
o you know that every England rugby 

union player now has an iPhone or 

iPad with a connected app that lets 

the management team fire out data to the 

squad all at once? Performance reviews, 

nutritional information, it’s all accessible and 

sent to the guys on their way to training. It’s 

become our fitness hub and shows just how 

advanced sports science is today.

Technology initially entered the sporting 

arena through the nutrition side. We had 

our blood taken, our heart rate monitored, 

we tried different methods of electronic 

body fat measuring – it was always about 

understanding what our thresholds were. 

But as my career has progressed, so has the 

tech, and we’re now using GPS to monitor our 

every movement, wearing watches to track 

our sleep and reviewing our calorie intake in 

real time by computer. 

As a privileged professional sportsman, 

it’s increasingly interesting to see that a lot 

of the tech we use is now not so far removed 

from what is available on the high street. 

Technology tends to filter down from the 

military into sport and then to the consumer, 

but there’s surprisingly little difference 

between the latter two now. The consumer «

{ I N S I G H T }

SPORT TECH 
GOES PRO
The England and Wasps’ rugby union 
star has been hooked up to every 
fitness tracker going, but reckons that 
wearable tech is now fully democratic

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 47

{ T H I S  M O N T H }

James Haskell trains using an iPad

Mark Prigg eats lab-grown eggs 

Duncan Bell makes tech headlines

Peter Firth dreams of eternal youth

Edited by Matt Hill

ILLUSTRATION RYAN GILLETT

Opinion
TALKING TECH WITH T3’S EXPERT ALLIES

JAMES HASKELL

  



desire for more professional equipment 

has increased. People no longer just cycle, 

they race against commuters they have never 

met before on their way to work using apps 

like Strava, beating records while they burn 

calories. Similarly, we ride Watt Bikes, as 

horrific and difficult as fitness equipment gets 

– see p56. Put eight in a row, plug them into a 

screen and you’ve got an overly competitive 

virtual race. It’s in human nature, people 

always want to get better, and the more 

advanced technology gets, it’s presenting a 

more accessible way of doing just that. 

It’s what I like to call the Tough Mudder 

Generation. People in offices across the world 

are collaborating to take on triathlons and 

Iron Man events, hungry for the challenge, 

and boot-camp apps are booming. We all like 

to set goals for ourselves, and these apps and 

trackers are making it easier to visualise how 

we’re going to achieve them.

Nike, Adidas and other sports brands have 

cottoned on; it’s not good enough to just 

make sport shoes, they want to influence your 

training and get involved when and where 

consumers want it. Why would you not create 

something that you control holistically, so 

that runners get not just their equipment 

from you, but their training advice, too? With 

people sharing their fuel points scored or 

personal bests smashed on social networks, 

it’s self-perpetuating publicity.

Yet while people are becoming 

increasingly obsessed with working out 

and telling others about it, they often forget 

recovery. This is where professionalism is 

key. If your circle of training gets bigger, 

this needs to be matched in your recovery 

routine. This is why the Miami Heat NBA 

team provides all its players with portable 

ice machines and puts cuffs on parts of their 

body to circulate cold water and compression. 

I use Firefly, two units that strap onto the 

outside of your legs and pulse an electrical 

current through your muscles to aid recovery. 

Knowing how best to recover comes 

from monitoring, and with wearable tech 

on the rise, our ability to manage ourselves 

is improving. Information is power, and if 

you want to bolster your personal training or 

change your physique, it’s essential.

James plays rugby union for London Wasps 

and England; jameshaskell.com

I
n recent months, a banquet of innovative 

food startups has emerged across Silicon 

Valley. Tech’s greatist minds have been 

cooking up everything from lab-grown 

burgers to artificial eggs made from plants. 

These frankenfoods have a noble aim – to 

ease world hunger – and they’re already on 

sale in California supermarkets.

These foodie projects are well funded, 

with high-profile backers. The lab-grown 

burger, for instance, is bankrolled by Google 

co-founder Sergey Brin, while Hampton 

Creek Foods, the company creating the 

artificial egg, is backed by PayPal billionaire 

Peter Thiel and tech do-gooder Bill Gates.

The team at Hampton Creek have the 

lofty goal of replacing eggs with an artificial 

alternative made from plants. Its founder 

Josh Tetrick explained to me that not only 

do artifical eggs mean no more battery hens, 

they also have the potential to create low-

cost food that’s relatively easily to distribute 

in underdeveloped countries. 

“We want to take animals out of the 

equation,” said Tetrick. “The food industry 

is begging for innovation, especially where 

animals are involved – it is an entirely 

broken industry.”

Tetrick’s idea was to find a mix of easy to 

grow plants that, when mixed together in 

the right way, replicate the taste, nutritional 

values and cooking properties of an egg.

The first product, mayonnaise, is already 

on sale in Whole Foods in California. I tried 

it, in the name of science, and can confirm 

that it’s absolutely indistinguishable in taste 

and feel to normal mayonnaise. 

The market is potentially huge, and 

Hampton Creek is already in talks with 

major food manufacturers around the 

world, including several in the UK, to 

replace eggs in supermarket products with 

their artificial alternative.

Tech’s dabbling in food also involves 

everyone’s favourite futuristic invention: 

the 3D printer. Gadget-loving cooks have 

created printers capable of mixing together 

ingredients and printing complicated 

foodstuffs like cakes and pork pies.

Silicon Valley isn’t just thinking with its 

belly, either. There are other areas where 

tech’s any-idea-goes startup culture can 

help to make the world a better place, from 

car manufacture to robotics.

Look at firms like car service Uber, that’s 

crowdsourcing transport with app-powered 

car sharing, and Elon Musk’s Tesla that’s 

taking real steps to make the electric car 

cool. These are ideas that could change the 

world. It’s a fact that the principles learned 

from startups aren’t just changing the 

technological landscape, they have aims to 

mould proper social, ecological and political 

change, too. First though, they have designs 

on your egg mayo sandwich…

Mark is a British journalist living in San Fran

{ S I L I C O N }

FRESH FROM 
THE LAB
Silicon Valley is no longer content 
to concentrate on the gadgets in 
your pocket, it plans to make the 
world a more sustainable place…

«

TECH IS FUELLING 
OUR COMPETITIVE 
NATURE AND GIVING 
US THE INFO TO WIN
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{ G E T  I N V O L V E D }

HAVE YOUR SAY…

Would you eat plant-derived eggs or  
a lab-grown burger? Even if the idea 
behind it had the potential to alleviate 
world hunger and make the world a 
better place? Go on, tuck in.

As part of our drive to get even 
more of your views into the hallowed 
pages of T3, we’ve set up a brand  
new hub at T3.com/opinion for you  
to comment. You can also remark, as 
ever, on facebook.com/t3mag and  
“on the Twitter” @t3dotcom…

MARK PRIGG

  



Opinion

P
eople are living long and prospering. 

The Office for National Statistics’ 

figures show that there were 12,320 

people aged over 100 in England and Wales in 

2012 compared with just 2,560 three decades 

before. As our chance of a long life increases, 

the age at which we consider ourselves 

“elderly” also increases. Fifty is the new forty, 

but with tech’s help will eighty soon be the 

new thirty? It’s going to be hard to tell…

“People are living in ways that defy 

stereotypical age-bracketing,” says Catherine 

Mayer, author of Amortality: The Pleasures 

and Perils of Living Agelessly. “They have 

kids earlier and later, or not at all. They have 

sequential marriages and relationships, and 

they wear the same styles from their teenage 

years through into old age.”

Futurist and age-sceptic Aubrey de Grey 

believes that über-healthy lifestyles paired 

with preventative medicine will make our 

elders even more sprightly in the future. This 

will lead them eventually towards what he 

calls “longevity escape velocity”, where life 

expectancies increase faster than the rate at 

which we age – it’s the scientific formula for 

eternal life, but is it really possible?

Right now, investors are rushing to get 

behind a real version of the medical tricorder 

made famous by Dr McCoy in Star Trek. 

The Scanadu is a little puck that turns your 

smartphone into a medical diagnostics 

machine that scans and evaluates your vital 

signs – Bill Gates is mooting a similar gadget 

that you wear around your neck, see p20. By 

the year 2024, you’ll even be able to 3D print 

yourself a new lung or heart, inserting it like 

a spare part. Bio-engineered pensioners? It’ll 

put a massive strain on the world’s resources, 

but who doesn’t want to live forever?

Peter writes for LS:N Global, the news network 

of tech trend agency The Future Laboratory

{ T R U T H }

TECH NEWS: 
NOWT NEW
Read all about it: Apple in Twitter 
troll selfie mugging! Ever picked up 
a paper or logged on to its site and 
felt like you’ve read it all before?

 H
ey readers, would you like to write 

about tech in the mainstream media? 

Then simply follow my handy guide! 

Need to fill the front page? Here’s what 

to do: look at the web and see if someone 

is being horrid to someone else. Then go 

down to your nearest wood and see if a bear 

is having a shit. Maybe call the Vatican to 

check what the Pope’s deity of choice is, too.

What’s that, they are? Fantastic. Not only 

can you now go big on the “trolling” at the 

front of our publication – this usually isn’t 

actually trolling in the classic sense, but 

never mind – you can also fill the comments 

section with wailing about “what this says 

about our society today”.

Are there kids being horrid to each other 

via social networking sites, too? News gold. 

Children were never nasty to each other 

before the internet. Never. And even if they 

were, wasn’t having your lunch money stolen 

much less bad, in a very real sense, than an 

online “friend” criticising your swag levels? 

Have you noted a new tech-related trend? 

Now we’re talking Pulitzer Prize level. 

For instance, have you noticed people take 

photos of themselves? That was literally 

unheard of a few years ago. And you know 

what else these self-photographing people 

(“selfragettes”, I call them) do? They 

sometimes put these photos online. Nobody 

ever did that in, say, 2011. 

So now you’ve noticed this totally new, 

fresh, crazy trend, bang on and on about it. 

Constantly. With luck, it’ll become a “meme” 

– and that’s another brand new thing!

If you were being more high-brow, you 

might try and identify something really 

clever. Like the fact that there’s a load of 

stuff to buy on the web and some of it is 

quite obscure. Or that ideas often start small, 

then grow to a certain point before taking 

root in the popular imagination. Heady 

stuff… But alas, you’re probably not that 

smart. I know I’m not.

So, back to the celebrity gossip page. 

Struggling to fill it? Turn on Twitter and see 

which vacuous non-entity is having a spat 

with a tripe-pimping nano-celeb today.

Or perhaps you need something for 

your broadsheet/upmarket website’s tech 

section. Hmm, what’s Apple’s share price 

like this week? How many iPhones has 

Apple sold this quarter? Is it all over for 

Apple? Or is Apple better than ever? Is 

Apple still making stuff in China? That can’t 

be good. Or can it? Either way, there should 

be a few thousand words in it.

What I am saying is, tech coverage in “the 

mainstream media” – and I realise using that 

phrase makes me sound like someone who 

stores firearms and tinned goods in my shed 

for when the New World Order tries to take 

over – is infantile and facile. But hopefully 

I’ve now elevated the level of debate. 

Duncan is T3’s managing editor
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{ G E T  I N V O L V E D }

HAVE YOUR SAY…

What tech stories would you like to 
read in your daily newspaper/Reddit 
updates? Are you addicted to negative 
news or would you like to see a more 
positive view? Has all the mainstream 
tech coverage made tech seem boring? 
Or are you not bovved?

Let us know at T3.com/opinion, 
Facebook.com/t3mag and in the 
Twittersphere @t3dotcom. Interesting 
views may or may not also be aired on 
the T3 Podcast.

PETER FIRTHDUNCAN BELL

{ F U T U R E }

YOU WILL 
NEVER AGE
With doctors in smartphones and 
vital organs that you can 3D print, 
has technology discovered the 
secret to eternal youth?
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UPGRADE YOURSELF

NEW YEAR, NEW YOU, RIGHT?  

LET TECH MAKE IT ACTUALLY 

HAPPEN THIS TIME, FROM 

FUELLING YOUR FITNESS TO 

BULGING YOUR BANK BALANCE…

Y O U  

 M U S T  

 B E  

 U P G R A D E D 

P H O T O G R A P H Y

 

RICHARD GRASSIE

S T Y L I N G 

MICHELLE KELLY

H A I R  &  M A K E U P

 

CLARE RAY

W O R D S

THE T3 TEAM

  



B O R N

T O  R U N

S E T  Y O U R

G O A L S

J U S T  A D D

T E C H N O L O G Y

H I T  T H E  R O A D

Not content with just 

making you better, this 

sports tracker has also 

partaken in a little self-

improvement of its own. 

It still reads movement 

and, combined with 

Nike+, helps you achieve 

fitness goals, but now  

it’s connected constantly 

via Bluetooth 4.0 and 

features updated sensors 

that cannot be fooled.

£129, NIKE.COM

N I K E

F U E L B A N D  S E
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UPGRADE YOURSELF

S T A R T  Y O U R 

O W N  T E C H 

B U S I N E S S

DECODED

Teach yourself the 
essentials of HTML and 
CSS coding in a single 
day, providing you with 
the know-how and 
fellow wannabe devs to 
crib from. This is where 
your app and web ideas 
start paying – in sweat.
£900 A DAY, DECODED.CO

1

GOOGLE CAMPUS

Located near Silicon 
Roundabout in London’s 
Old Street, this Google 
hub is seven floors of 
tech inspiration, with 
educational Hangouts, 
classes and the best 
free Wi-Fi in London.
£375 PER YEAR, 

CAMPUSLONDON.COM

2

AIRBNB

Not feeling creative but 
got space going spare  
in your mansion? Rent  
it out to millions of 
users round the globe. 
So long as you enjoy 
meeting new people,  
it’s the easiest way to 
make dosh since eBay.  
FREE, AIRBNB.CO.UK

3

Moisture-wicking Dri-Fit 

keeps you protected 

equally from sweat and 

rain as you run, while 

waterproof pockets look 

after your valuables. The 

jacket is also coated in 

tiny glass beads that 

produce 400 candlepower 

of reflective light, flaming 

you up like the Vegas Strip 

whenever headlights or 

street lamps strike you.

£320, NIKE.COM

N I K E  A L L O V E R 

F L A S H

Built for off-road running, 

these smart trainers 

have ultra-tough laces 

that tighten with a single 

pull and tuck into the 

tongue neatly. Sensifit 

tech cradles your foot, 

protecting you from the 

rigours of tricky terrain, 

while the optional trail 

gaiter keeps stones from 

sneaking into your shoe.

SHOE £95, GAITER £20, 

SALOMON.COM

S A L O M O N

S P E E D C R O S S  3

This marathon shoe 

line is still at the front of 

the pack after 17 years. 

Its U4iC – pronounced 

euphoric, of course – 

midsole provides ample 

cushioning but weighs 

in at just 250 grams. It 

also returns some of your 

energy for extra bounce, 

and combines with the 

rounded Smoothride sole 

to help you run for longer.

£110, MIZUNO.EU

M I Z U N O  W A V E 

R I D E R  1 7

This super-light shoe 

should encourage you 

to adopt a more natural 

running style over short 

distances, as most of 

the cushioning has been 

stripped out, with padding 

in only the necessary 

areas. FluidAxis tech also 

uses flexible grooves in 

the sole to support the full 

range of ankle movement, 

not just pronation.

£100, ASICS.CO.UK

A S I C S  G E L -

S U P E R  J 3 3

Having partnered with 

the likes of Zavvi, Red5 

and Vita Coco, Runnit  

has a sizeable and growing 

range of discounts and 

freebies on offer for 

runners who need a bit of 

extra motivation. Jump 

into the app and select 

a challenge. Manage to 

complete it and you get 

a reward. Being healthy: 

good. Discounted DVDs? 

Even better…

FREE, IOS AND ANDROID

R U N N I T

Wires can interfere 

with your stride. These 

Bluetooth beauties, the 

smallest wireless running 

headphones you can buy, 

also add great touches 

like voice prompts to 

help with pairing and a 

sweat-resistant, Liquipel 

coating. Marathon 

runners will appreciate a 

battery life of eight hours.

£150, JAYBIRDSPORT.COM

Strap your smartphone 

to your guns in this fully 

waterproof case made 

from soft neoprene 

that wicks away sweat. 

Have a habit of running 

through firing ranges and 

demolition sites, or just 

until you drop? Get the 

armband engraved with 

your emergency contact 

details, just in case.

£20, YURBUDS.COM
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R U N N I N G ,  M A N ?  P U T  Y O U R  B E S T  T E C H  F O R W A R D

This apparel range has 

a secret weapon: the 

powdered ceramic used 

by military jets to absorb 

infrared and mask heat 

signatures. Here it’s 

employed to keep you 

warm rather than unseen, 

being woven into the 

fabric to form a thermo-

conductive membrane 

that retains body heat. 

FROM £15, UNDERARMOUR.COM

U N D E R  A R M O U R

C O L D G E A R

I N F R A R E D

Y U R B U D S

I R O N M A N

A R M B A N D

J A Y B I R D

B L U E B U D  X

W I R E L E S S

  



S H A R P E N  U P
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1 3

2

S T Y L E  U P  Y O U R  G A D G E T S

C Y C L I N G  G E A R  T H A T  L E A D S  T H E  P A C K

If you’re a regular 

commuter, your rear 

deserves a Brooks saddle. 

Made from naturally 

flexible vulcanized rubber, 

covered with a waterproof 

organic cotton canvas, 

it delivers guaranteed 

comfort – unlike a 

leather saddle there’s no 

breaking in required. Its 

replaceable parts mean 

that it will last a lifetime.

£121, BROOKSENGLAND.COM

B R O O K S 

C A M B I U M  C 1 7

Wheels that cost more 

than most bikes? Yes. 

If you’re serious about 

cycling, these are worth 

investing in. Carbon  

and asymmetrical rims 

offset any wheel flex, 

even when cornering at 

high speeds, and a new 

aerodynamic profile, with 

weight kept down to just 

1.2kg, allows you to pick 

up some serious speed.

£1,200, AIRSTREEEM.COM

A I R S T R E E M 

C A R B O N  A E R O 

The best helmet should 

provide protection 

without weighing you 

down. At just 220g the 

Snype is light enough 

that you won’t get neck 

ache during a long ride, 

but it’s certified to the CE 

standard with extended 

wrap-around protection 

for the back of your head. 

Vents up top prevent your 

head from overheating.

£70, ENDURA.CO.UK

E N D U R A 

S N Y P E

This mountain bike is built 

for the toughest terrain, 

with custom-tuned Fox 

shocks. Its unusual shape 

and carbon frame also 

make it about 12 per 

cent stiffer (good) and 

170g lighter (even better) 

than its aluminium 

predecessor. This means 

less weight to pull up the 

hill and greater strength 

on the way down. Handy.

£5,500, PIVOTCYCLES.CO.UK

P I V O T  M A C H 

4 2 9  C A R B O N

A waterproof jacket that 

doesn’t make you sweat 

like a beast? The key 

is Polartec’s NeoShell 

fabric, which is 100 per 

cent waterproof and 

windproof but will keep 

you dry inside and out as 

well as regulating your 

core temperature so you 

don’t boil in the bag. A 

magnetic detachable 

hood adds versatility, too.

£280, SUGOI.COM

S U G O I  R S E 

N E O S H E L L

There’s a wealth of 

fitness apps that will 

track your progress as 

it happens, but this one 

assesses you before you 

get on the bike. Strap on 

the heart-rate monitor 

and connect to the iOS 

or Android app and it 

will tell you how ready 

your body is for exercise, 

telling you when to rest 

and when to push harder.

£82, OMEGAWAVE.COM

O M E G A W A V E 

P E R S O N A L

This bike is designed 

for cyclo-cross, where 

its hydraulic brakes, ten 

gears and full carbon 

forks come in very handy, 

helping riders navigate all 

types of terrain. And for 

the bits where you have to 

dismount and carry your 

stead? The Arkose Two is 

just 10.7kg, easy to throw 

over your shoulder. This 

bike is a winner. Are you?

£900, PINNACLE-BIKES.CO.UK

P I N N A C L E 

A R K O S E  T W O

Navigation is just the start 

with this purpose-built 

cycle tracker. It records 

your distance, speed, 

altitude, even heart rate 

and cadence with a 

connected ANT+ monitor. 

Sync it to your phone and 

it beams the data to your 

Garmin Connect app, 

where friends can watch 

your progress in real time. 

Best speed up then… 

£380, GARMIN.COM

G A R M I N

E D G E  8 1 0

TREND: SKY BLUE
TECH: NOKIA 
LUMIA 2520

Light blues are going  
to be a big deal this 
year, and the best way 
to wear it now is by 
carrying the glossy, 
cyan version of Nokia’s 
Windows 8 tablet.
£399, NOKIA.COM

TREND: 
OVERSIZED BAGS
TECH: HP SLATE 21

Massive bags are all 
about getting noticed 
rather than having a lot 
to carry. This 21-inch 
tablet will certainly get 
you noticed when you 
whip it out on the train.
£329, HP.COM

TREND: BLING
TECH: HTC ONE 
IN GOLD

This phone won gold 
– or Gadget of the Year, 
to be precise – at 2013’s 
T3 Awards. Now it 
actually comes in gold. 
Incredibly ostentatious, 
but undeniably on trend.
£TBC, HTC.COM

MARCUS JAYE, 
FOUNDER OF 
THECHICGEEK

You’re a fashionable 
gent, au fait with  
the latest trends in 
menswear, right? 
Here’s how to rock 
them using tech…
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C O M M U T E

S M A R T E R

UPGRADE YOURSELF

G E T  I N 

G E A R

G E T  O N 

Y O U R  B I K E

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 5 5

Melding a steel chassis 

with gleaming chrome 

plating and British racing 

green trim, the Spa takes 

inspiration from Cooper’s 

Grand Prix days. Despite 

the traditional origins 

of its look, this is still a 

thoroughly modern  

bike – its flip flop hub 

means it can be ridden 

as a trendy a fixie or a 

free wheel. One seriously 

smooth ride.

£750, COOPERBIKES.COM

C O O P E R  S P A

  



I N V E S T  I N 

Y O U R S E L F

T R A I N  L I K E 

A  P R O

M A K E  M O N E Y 

W O R K  H A R D E R

If a litter of weights 

reminds you of student 

digs, this all-in-one 

setup offers a compact 

solution. Adjustable from 

5kg to 32.5kg in 2.5kg 

increments, you just 

rotate the dial to your 

desired weight and lift.

£300 PER PAIR, 

POWERHOUSE-FITNESS.CO.UK

B O D Y M A X 

S E L E C T A B E L L 

D U M B B E L L

  



UPGRADE YOURSELF

A P P  Y O U R 

S T O C K S  T O 

T H E  M A X
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HL LIVE

Putting Wall Street on 
your phone, Hargreaves 
Lansdown’s app follows 
live details of share 
prices and lets you 
monitor your portfolio 
whilst on the move. You 
can invest in funds and 
shares remotely, too. 
FREE, IOS/ANDROID

1

INVESTORS 

CHRONICLE

This magazine has been 
helping investors not 
lose a fortune for 150 
years and now it’s on 
iPad. It will give you the 
final, informed word on 
whether to buy gold or 
sell silver over lunch.
£145 PER YEAR DIGITAL SUB

2

INVESTOPEDIA

Newbies looking to play 
the markets should get 
their hands on this app 
before parting with  
any cash. It provides  
an encyclopedia of 
investment terms and 
lingo, helping you cut 
through the jargon.
FREE, IOS/ANDROID

3 Join the crew without 

ever getting near the 

water with this rowing 

machine’s built-in PM4 

performance computer, 

which uses ANT+ tech 

to monitor your heart 

rate whilst tracking your 

cadence, power and other 

metrics like an obsessive 

coxswain. An adjustable 

flywheel means you have 

control over your strokes.

£1,200, CONCEPT2.CO.UK

C O N C E P T 2

M O D E L  E

Man Utd and the British 

& Irish Lions regularly 

strap into this assortment 

of cradles… no, it’s not 

the latest sex scandal to 

hit sport, this is built for 

strength not kinks. It uses 

your own bodyweight 

as resistance to tone 

muscles – the fatter you 

are, the harder you work. 

£150, FKPRO.CO.UK

F K P R O

S U S P E N D E D 

B O D Y W E I G H T 

T R A I N I N G  K I T Created with input 

from British Cycling, 

this pro exercise bike 

recreates the exact feel 

of a two-wheeler. ANT+ 

provides real-time ride 

and exertion metrics 

and, for anyone with a 

competitive spirit and  

a big enough room, 

you can link up to 20 

Wattbikes at a time and 

race against each other.

£2,250, WATTBIKE.COM

W A T T B I K E

P R O

This fitness band 

monitors movement via 

an internal accelerometer 

and beams the data 

to the cloud. Kit your 

home gym out with 

Technogym’s treadmills, 

rowing machines and 

other kit, though, and 

it gets even smarter, 

recording the detailed 

info from them, too.

£TBC, TECHNOGYM.COM
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An entire weights room 

condensed to fit in 

your spare room. Self-

contained stations with 

dedicated machined 

alloy weight stacks mean 

two people can work 

out simultaneously, and 

with every muscle group 

covered you’re sure to 

resemble Vin Diesel in 

time for your holiday. 

£3,080, BODYSOLID.COM

B O D Y - S O L I D

G 1 0 B  B I -

A N G U L A R  G Y M Ever played whack-a-

mole? Well, this is like 

that, but much, much 

more tiring. It tests your 

reactions and peripheral 

vision to the limit as its 

LED buttons light up 

randomly or in a pattern 

of your choosing. A small 

LCD up top counts how 

many you manage to hit. 

Feeling super energetic? 

There’s an infrared beam 

to dodge under, too.

£5,000+, BATAK.COM

B A T A K  P R O

Running inside can be 

monotonous, but not 

on Pro-Form’s Android-

powered treadmill. Its iFit 

browser, displayed on the 

built-in ten-inch colour 

screen, can tap into 

Google Maps, showing 

Street View footage of 

your favourite route as 

you run it. With a -3 to 15 

per cent incline range it 

can mimic the hills, too. 

£1,238, PROFORM.COM

P R O - F O R M

P R O  9 0 0 0

Unlike classic dumbbells, 

kettlebell exercises work 

a huge range of different 

muscles at once. You’ll 

feel the difference from 

your gluts to your biceps 

and will burn calories 

in double-quick time. 

Punch’s ’bells are made 

from powder-coated steel 

rather than cast iron, and 

come in weights ranging 

from 4kg to 40kg.

FROM £28, ARTOFSTRENGTH.COM

P U N C H

K E T T L E B E L L S

B U I L D  T H E  U L T I M A T E  H O M E  T R A I N I N G  R O O M
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PHILIPS TRIMMER 

SERIES 9000

Perfect for discerning 
beard-wearers, a simple 
scroll wheel lets you 
select your stubble 
length, whilst projected 
lasers help you measure 
sideburns perfectly.
£80, PHILIPS.CO.UK

1

PERRICONE MD 
NEUROPEPTIDE 
EYE CONTOUR 

Those puffy bags under 
your eyes are making 
you look like your dad.  
A dab of neuropeptides, 
molecules that 
stimulate regenerative 
neurons will sort it out.
£165, MANKIND.CO.UK

3

FIRST OLYMPIAN 

ZEUS BEARD OIL

Named after arguably 
the finest beard in 
antiquity, this oil will 
give you manageable, 
well-conditioned facial 
hair. It’ll also make your 
whiskers whiff of citrus, 
herbs and spices. 
£34, FIRSTOLYMPIAN.COM

2

L E A N ,  M E A N ,  L O W - C O S T  W O R K O U T  M A C H I N E S

Want to build muscle and 

tone pecs? An elastic 

band can be just as 

effective as an expensive 

weights room. This strap 

is pre-built to work your 

chest and shoulders, 

and you can insert up to 

three bands for increased 

resistance and harder 

work. It’s your under-£25 

route to a Chris 

Hemsworth-style torso. 

£24, LIFELINEUSA.CO.UK

L I F E L I N E  U S A 

C H E S T 

Drop and give us twenty! 

No? Oh, come on – 

push-ups are a cheap 

and effective way of 

strengthening your chest 

and shoulders. These 

pads with rubberised 

rotating grips even take 

the strain away from your 

elbow and shoulder joints 

while targeting muscle 

groups in your arms, 

chest and shoulders.  

£35, GETIRONGYM.COM

I R O N  G Y M 

P U S H - U P  M A X

These heavy spheres 

of pain are traditionally 

seen as a boxers’ best 

(or worst) friend, but 

they’re actually incredibly 

versatile, especially with 

handles. Add them into 

your circuit training, lifting 

them to add extra horror 

to lunges and squats. 

They come in weights 

from 5kg to 10kg.

FROM £46, JORDANFITNESS.COM

J O R D A N 

F I T N E S S 

M E D I C I N E  B A L L

The basic concept is 

the same as a medicine 

ball: lift the heavy thing 

to build up muscle. The 

instability of this bag, 

however, forces you to 

work your stabilising 

muscles with every 

exercise. Pack it with 

sand, water “cells” or 

marshmallows for varied 

degrees of difficulty.

£60, POWERBAG.COM

P O W E R B A G  P T 

H Y D R O F L O W 

C E L L

Think skipping ropes are 

for school girls? These 

insert the word ‘battle’ 

to ease your mind, silly. 

By holding one end of 

the rope and whipping it 

in different patterns you 

can hit multiple muscle 

groups with minimal 

joint strain. They are also 

polypropylene rather than 

manila, making them 

totally weatherproof. 

FROM £56, ONNIT.COM

O N N I T  B A T T L E 

R O P E S

Remove the back wheel 

from your regular bike 

– see last page – and 

attach it to this giant 

electromagnetic flywheel. 

It creates a realistic road 

feel beneath your pedals, 

without you having to 

brave winter conditions. 

You can monitor your 

performance and adjust 

the ride via iPhone app.

£949, UK.WAHOOFITNESS.COM

W A H O O  K I C K R 

I N D O O R  B I K E 

T R A I N E R

Boxing is a good way 

to improve strength 

and speed up your 

reactions. These suitably 

Rocky-esque mitts have 

extra cushioning around 

the punching zones to 

protect you from knuckle 

injuries, while also lending 

a bit of extra weight to 

your swing. A padded 

wrist tunnel and secure 

strapping also help.

£35, LONSDALE.COM

L O N S D A L E 

X - L I T E  G L O V E S

This virtual spotting 

partner is one of the most 

comprehensive weight 

training apps around 

and it’s completely free. 

It has a vast selection 

of training regimens 

and exercises for any 

muscle group, provides 

a virtual coach to keep 

you motivated and 3D 

demonstrations to make 

sure you’re not doing 

more harm than good.

FREE, VIRTUAGYM.COM

V I R T U A G Y M

  



  



B R O A D E N  Y O U R 

H O R I Z O N S 

T R I V I A L 

P U R S U I T S

G E T  F I T  

O N - T R E N D

B E  A  G O O D

S P O R T
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T A B L E  T E N N I S

This top-of-the-range 

indoor table may not be 

competition-standard, 

but its 22mm top is 

capable of creating 

accurate ball spin while 

its 40mm tubes hold it 

completely stable during 

even the most heated of 

rallies. When you’re done 

it easily folds away, so you 

don’t need a dedicated 

games room.

£450, ADIDAS.CO.UK

A D I D A S 

T I . 6 0 0

Balanced and super-

lightweight, this is one 

of Stiga’s fastest blades. 

Two inner carbon layers 

add extra power and 

consistent trajectory to 

your shots. World number 

two Xu Xin just powered 

his way to victory at the 

2013 World Cup with one, 

so surely you can top  

your home league.

£90, STIGATABLETENNIS.COM

S T I G A 

I N T E N S I T Y 

C A R B O N  B L A D E This training app has the 

support of table tennis 

greats, including six-time 

European champion Timo 

Boll. It provides tips, tricks 

and exercises designed 

to improve your skill and 

a handy tracker that 

will analyse your game 

and suggest points for 

improvement. It is free, 

but you’ll be encouraged 

to buy some wiff-waff 

gear while you’re there.

FREE, BUTTERFLY.TT

B U T T E R F L Y

  



M
O

D
E

L
 W

E
A

R
S

: 
J

A
C

K
E

T
, M

A
J

E
S

T
IC

A
T

H
L

E
T

IC
.C

O
M

, B
R

A
, A

D
ID

A
S

.C
O

.U
K

, 

T
R

O
U

S
E

R
S

, M
-M

IS
S

O
N

I.
C

O
M

, T
R

A
IN

E
R

S
, L

A
C

O
S

T
E

.C
O

M
, V

IS
O

R
, P

E
N

F
IE

L
D

.C
O

M

UPGRADE YOURSELF

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 61

B A S K E T B A L L

F E N C I N G

If you’re not willing to part 

with your current kicks for 

a pair of ’Brons, the Vert 

is your friend. Clip it to 

any part of your clothing 

and it will accurately 

measure your vertical 

jump. It comes with a 

choice of iOS-only apps 

– a personal one that will 

record your leaping, or 

a coaching one that can 

track a whole team.

£77, MAYFONKATHLETIC.COM

M A Y F O N K 

V E R T

What the 94Fifty will do 

for your handles and 

your shot, the LeBron 

X+ will do for your 

footwork. Built-in Nike+ 

technology works in 

tandem with the Nike+ 

Basketball app to record 

your movement around 

the court, including your 

vertical leap, end-to-end 

quickness and intensity 

from start to finish.

£123, NIKE.COM

N I K E

L E B R O N  X +

To the naked eye, it’s a 

regulation basketball. 

But underneath, the 

94Fifty has the smarts to 

make your game better, 

tracking things like the 

speed of your dribble 

and the release time and 

arc of your jump shot. It 

beams all the data to the 

free app on your phone in 

just a tenth of a second.

£182, SHOP.94FIFTY.COM

9 4 F I F T Y 

S M A R T 

B A S K E T B A L L

Developed in tandem 

with foil fencing legend 

Sergei Golubitsky, the 

G-Pro is a thing of beauty: 

feather-light, precise and 

made of extremely strong 

maraging steel. You get 

your choice of a wide 

range of grips, too, for left 

and right handers. Best 

of all, it’s all made and 

constructed in the UK. 

£137, LEONPAUL.COM

L E O N  P A U L 

F I E  G - P R O 

F O I L Although technically 

designed for badminton 

courts, Forza shoes are 

still ideal footwear for 

fencers on the piste. 

They’re lightweight, 

flexible and quick, with a 

good dose of protection 

and padding built into 

the upper and midsole, 

plus an anti-twist system 

installed around the ankle 

to help avoid those nasty 

twists and sprains.

£43, FORZABADMINTON.COM

F O R Z A  F Z  5 7 0

The official app for the 

International Fencing 

Federation is your 

one-stop shop for 

foil-shaped news. You 

can tailor it to bring 

you whatever you like, 

whether it’s the headlines 

for a specific discipline, 

regular updates on the 

progress of your favourite 

fencers, or highlights and 

pictures from the latest 

competitions and events.

FREE, FIE.CH

F I E  F E N C I N G

  



This watch is perfect for 
all-round fitness, tracking your 
on-foot speed but also your 
cycling ability – it has an 
accurate barometric altimeter 
that knows and sympathises 
when you’re struggling up a 
steep incline – and swimming 
strokes. Water-resistant to 50m, 
it’s more comfortable in open 
water than you are. Need to be 
pushed? Virtual Partner can act 
as your pace maker, or you can 
race your own personal bests.

This is one of the chunkier 
watches on test, but its digital 
display is clear, displaying data 
relevant to each sport. Ant+ 
technology shares data with its 
PC and Mac software, too.
T3 SAYS The do-it-all 
sporting accessory

1

FOR TRIATHLETES

G A R M I N 

F O R E R U N N E R

9 1 0 X T

£360, GARMIN.COM

2

FOR JOGGERS

T O M T O M 

R U N N E R  G P S

£150, TOMTOM.CO.UK

WHATEVER YOUR STARTING 

LEVEL OF FITNESS, THESE 

SPORTSWATCHES WILL WHIP 

YOU INTO SHAPE IN 2014…

T R A C K

S T A R S

WORDS KIERAN ALGER PHOTOGRAPHY NEIL GODWIN

TomTom’s first fitness tracker is 
built for the treadmill and jogs 
around the local park. It’s 
brilliantly simple to use, with an 
easy-to-read LCD display that 
puts vital stats – pace, distance, 
speed, calories burned – where 
you need them. There are three 
training options, Race, which 
pits you against your PBs, Goal, 
which vibrates when you’ve hit a 
certain distance or calorie burn 
and Zone, that uses a separate 
heart rate monitor (£70) to 
judge how hard you’re working. 

Battery life could be better 
and the separate strap and 
watchface don’t feel as sturdy 
as they should. A handy toy for 
regular joggers, but there are 
more comprehensive options.
T3 SAYS Top companion 
for morning jogs

Eighty per cent of all new year’s resolutions fail. That’s a made up 

statistic, but we’re being truthful when we say that a little encouragement 

from these fitness trackers will help you keep your promise to shed 

that turkey tyre (or two) and get fit in space year 2014.  Each aimed at 

a different kind of athlete, from triathletes to runners and adventurers, 

they’ll track progress – accurately noting distances, times and more. 

Cheaper than a personal trainer and techier.

6 2  T3  F E B RUA RY 2 014

02

FOR 
JOGGERS

01

FOR 
TRIATHLETES

TEST
WINNER

  



FOCUS

J O I N  T H E 

R A C E

RACE TO THE STONES

A 100km heritage run 
ending at Stonehenge. 

19 JULY 2014, 

RACETOTHESTONES.COM 

ADIDAS THUNDER RUN

24-hour tag-team race for 
madmen and insomniacs.

26-27 JULY 2014, TR24.CO.UK

ROYAL PARKS HALF 

MARATHON

This is London’s greenest 
run taking you on the scenic 

route through the capital. 
12 OCTOBER 2014, 

ROYALPARKSHALF.COM

POLAR CIRCLE 

MARATHON

Coolest race on the planet 
amidst the glaciers of 

Greenland’s artic desert.
18 OCTOBER 2014, 

POLAR-CIRCLE-MARATHON.COM 

3

FOR ALL-ROUND TRAINING

P O L A R

R C 3 G P S  H R

£250, POLAR.COM

Does your get-fit plan read: 
climb every mountain? This 
watch is perfect for you. Its 
glass-fibre reinforced casing 
can withstand serious bashing 
and it delivers detailed stats on 
navigation, speed, altitude, 
weather conditions and heart 
rate – a monitor is included. 
Suunto’s accurate GPS will 
show your exact coordinates 
and help you retrace your steps. 
With sixteen-hours of battery 
life it won’t run out of juice 
before home is in sight. 

50 pre-loaded apps also 
provide specific training data 
for other sports and there’s a 
further 1,000+ free apps 
available to download. This isn’t 
cheap, but it is pretty fit.
T3 SAYS At home up a 
mountain or in the gym

4

FOR ADVENTURERS

S U U N T O  A M B I T 2

S A P P H I R E  H R

£500, SUUNTO.COM

The Smart Run is a great-
looking tool designed to help 
you land that personal best. The 
built-in heart-rate monitor 
works accurately on your wrist 
– no more hospital-like chest 
straps – and the big colour 
touchscreen makes scrolling 
through stats on the move a 
doddle. At-a-glance traffic-light 
training zones for pace and 
heart rate make it simple to 
stay on target with your training 
without breaking your stride. 
This is also the only watch on 
test with a companion app for 
iPhone, Android and WP8.

This could have been a 
contender but for one fatal flaw: 
it’s got no stamina. A four-hour 
battery life won’t cut it.
T3 SAYS All the features, 
none of the stamina 

5

FOR SHORTER JOGS

A D I D A S  M I C O A C H

S M A R T  R U N

£295, ADIDAS.CO.UK

UPGRADE YOURSELF

From its retro digital screen to 
its bulky plastic strap, this is not 
one of the most stylish options 
on test, but with easy USB 
charging, a robust build and 
involved computer software, it 
makes a great training partner. 
Its five-minute fitness test will 
discover what areas you most 
need to work on.

 The usual GPS tracking is 
onboard for distance, speed and  
location info, plus heart-rate 
data via a chest strap (£65). If 
you want to vary your workout 
you can download a selection of 
training programmes from 
polarpersonaltrainer.com. With 
an impressive twelve-hour 
battery life you’ll have plenty of 
time to work up a sweat.
T3 SAYS Reliable workout 
buddy, but no looker

WWW FOR MORE FITNESS TRACKER REVIEWS GO TO T3.COM F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 6 3
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S M A R T W A T C H

2014 UNCOVERED

THOUGHT 2013 WAS A TECH YEAR TO 

REMEMBER? TIME TO PREPARE FOR 

RE-ENTRY. THE NEXT 12 MONTHS WILL 

DELIVER FLEXIBLE GADGETS, VIRTUAL 

REALITY AND THE ENTIRE WORLD  

ON YOUR WRIST.  THIS IS THE  

SHAPE OF TECH TO COME…

W O R D S

 

GARY MARSHALL

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 6 5



B A T T E R Y , 

H E A L 

T H Y S E L F

Lithium-ion batteries 
don’t last very long. 
That’s a problem in  
an increasingly 
battery-reliant world, 
especially when they’re 
being used to power 
bigger items, such as 
electric cars. Stanford 
University’s researchers 
may have the answer:  
a polymer that can 
prevent the cracks that 
reduce Li-on’s life-span.
STANFORD.EDU

6 6  T3  F E B RUA RY 2 014

The wearable tech boom may have 

kicked off last year with wrist artillery 

from Sony, Samsung and Kickstarter 

upstart Pebble, but it’s fair to say we’re 

yet to be blown away. That’s likely to 

change in 2014, with even more of tech’s 

big guns getting involved, learning 

from previous mistakes and pushing 

innovation forward and prices down 

– we hope. We’ve all heard the Apple 

rumours, of course, but in addition to 

the so-far-imaginary iWatch (check out 

what we reckon it could look like, above) 

we know that both Microsoft and Google 

are working on watches. Google’s model 

will integrate with Google Glass, which 

you’ll finally be able to buy this year, 

while Microsoft’s effort started life as 

an Xbox offshoot before becoming a 

Surface project. Even more interestingly, 

Microsoft’s purchase of Nokia means 

it now owns Facet, the Finns’ multi-

screened smartwatch concept.

SONY.CO.UK, SAMSUNG.COM, GETPEBBLE.COM

 S M A R T W A T C H E S  C O M E  O F  A G E

  



2014 UNCOVERED

1

3 D - P R I N T E D  M E T A L

Last year’s big tech trend continues to 

get better and cheaper. Now you can 

print in metal as well as polymer. The 

Mini Metal Maker has successfully raised 

its Indiegogo target and aims to deliver 

by September 2014. Before the printed 

gun nuts go crazy, it’s worth noting that 

it uses metal clay – that’s designed for 

trinkets and baubles, not ballistics.

$1,000, IGG.ME/AT/MINIMETALMAKER

2

S T E A M  M A C H I N E S

Mighty PC gaming firebrand Valve sat 

back and watched the next-gen console 

squabbles of last year whilst busy 

readying its own rival. Its Linux-powered, 

open-source gaming boxes and haptic 

controllers will find their way to gamers’ 

front rooms by the end of 2014. Can it 

avoid the pitfalls of the Xbox One and 

PS4’s troubled launches?

£TBC, STORE.STEAMPOWERED.COM

3

S A V V I E R 

S M A R T P H O N E S

Google Now and Siri will get smarter 

and more relevant in 2014. They’re 

at the forefront of the move towards 

“anticipatory computing”, where cloud 

services and associated sensors build 

up a picture of your life so detailed that 

they’ll know what you want, need or 

where you ought to be before you do. 

GOOGLE.CO.UK, APPLE.COM/UK

4

F L E X I B L E  T E C H

Bendy phones and flexible screens 

on your clothing – that’s the future 

according to Plastic Logic’s Ian Reid. 

The tech firm has already demonstrated 

screens that can be rolled up and shoved 

in your pocket, but Reid admits that 

“other components represent more 

of a challenge”. Batteries are the main, 

unbendable stumbling block. There is 

hope, though: “There are prototypes of 

printed batteries on plastic substrates 

that are stretchable.”  Watch this space.

PLASTICLOGIC.COM

5

T H E  E N D  O F  F M

As we went to press, culture minister Ed 

Vaizey was still ruminating over whether 

or not the UK needs a mandatory digital 

switchover for radio. If he says yes, the 

big broadcasters will all jump to DAB 

and the FM frequencies will be left in the 

hands of local radio stations.

GOV.UK

6

4 G  F O R  E V E R Y O N E

So far 4G has been hard to get – for 

much of 2013 restricted to EE customers 

only – and expensive. With O2, Vodafone 

and Three now also offering 4G data 

plans prices are coming down. Here’s 

hoping we don’t experience the same 

congestion that plagues 3G.

EE.CO.UK, 02.CO.UK, VODAFONE.CO.UK, THREE.CO.UK

7

H A L F - L I F E  3

It’s been a full decade since the last in 

Valve’s sci-fi shooter series, six years 

since the last leaked piece of concept 

art (pictured) and just over a year since 

it was mistakenly listed to be revealed at 

Gamescom. A tenth anniversary release 

would be nice, wouldn’t it?

VALVESOFTWARE.COM

8

S I L I C O N  S W O R D 

R A T T L I N G

Accusations against global superpowers 

of using hackers as weapons – against 

allies and foes alike – were made in 2013, 

with Obama showing some serious beef 

towards China. Expect to hear lots more 

about the “cyber cold war” this year.

WHITEHOUSE.GOV

9

S M A R T E R  S E C U R I T Y

Apple led the way in 2013 with TouchID 

for fingerprint-powered unlocking and 

payment on the iPhone 5S. Expect more 

gadgets to include biometric security 

this year; typing a password is so passé.

£549, APPLE.COM/UK
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It’s fair to say Jeremy Clarkson may not 

leap on board with this year’s changes to 

the motoring landscape, but we reckon 

we can live with that. Firstly, engineers 

will increasingly switch car engines for 

batteries. The poster child for 2014’s 

electric vehicle (EV) invasion is BMW’s 

i3. By October 2013 it had amassed 

8,000 pre-orders, 80 per cent of its 

expected first year’s production. It’s 

clear that the high price – starting at 

£26,000 after government subsidy – 

isn’t putting people off. Tesla will hit the 

UK in 2014, too, with its Model S due in 

March, costing an even steeper £49,900. 

As well as the acceleration towards 

electric cars, 2014 will also be the year 

drivers become obsolete. Volvo is set to 

release its first driverless car this year, 

and manufacturers such as Mercedes 

will continue to stuff motors with driving 

aids that promise to render humans 

largely redundant behind the wheel.
TESLAMOTORS.COM

C H A R G E R S 

T H A T  R U N 

O N  A I R

Wireless charging is so 
2013. Researchers at 
Duke University have 
come up with a better 
alternative; a low-cost 
power-harvesting device 
that can pull power out 
of thin air. It uses a 
series of conductors to 
convert microwaves in 
the atmosphere into 
direct current. The 
technique could harvest 
power from ordinary 
Wi-Fi signals, too.  
DUKE.EDU

  



2014 UNCOVERED

1

G A M E R S  G E T

M O R E  S O C I A L

Even if it is only to brag about how 

brilliant they are and what a total n00b 

you are. Twitch and Ustream integration 

on the PS4 and Xbox One allows gamers 

to share achievements on Twitter and 

upload gameplay footage to YouTube. 

Your news feed is about to get pwned.

PS4 £349, UK.PLAYSTATION.COM, XBOX ONE £429, 

XBOX.COM, BOTH OUT NOW

2

S U R F A C E  P H O N E

Microsoft was designing Surface phones 

even before it bought phone expert 

Nokia at the end of last year. The result 

could flop horribly like its tablet older 

brother or, with Ballmer gone, it could 

be the big M’s Nexus, a showcase for the 

very best the WP8 platform can offer.  

£TBC, MICROSOFT.COM

3

P E R S O N A L  C L O U D

We all want all of our data available all 

of the time, but in 2014 security will be 

paramount. Why put your digital trust in 

an online go-between, such as Dropbox 

or Google Drive, when you can set up 

your own personal cloud at home and 

access it from anywhere in the world? 

WD’s 4TB MyCloud offers just that.

£189, WESTERNDIGITAL.COM

4

T H E  I N T E R N E T 

O F  T H I N G S

From sentient smoke alarms like the 

Nest Protect to thoughtful thermostats, 

the gadgets in your home will be talking 

to each other and, via smartphone apps, 

to you this year. Listen up, Old Man, your 

tech is now not just smart but smarter.

£109, NEST.COM

5

4 K  S T R E A M I N G

The price of 4K TVs is finally dropping, 

which is a good thing as Netflix is 

planning to deliver some actual 4K 

content to play on one. The firm’s 

global corporate comms director Joris 

Evers says: “This will be the first purely 

internet-delivered format, so we aim to 

be one of the first to deliver it. We think 

we will be able to stream it at or below 

15Mbps, which many consumers have 

today.” We’ll believe it when we see it.

NETFLIX.CO.UK

6

M A S S  E F F E C T  4

The climax of BioWare’s epic sci-fi opera 

put a huge full stop at the end of the 

franchise, but developers don’t just walk 

away from a critically acclaimed series 

with a devoted, if overly entitled, fanbase. 

The fourth instalment promises a whole 

new universe, but sadly no Commander 

Shepard. Expected late 2014.

£TBC, BIOWARE.COM

7

Q U A N T I F I E D  S E L F I E S

The Quantified Self movement – using 

tech to monitor health, that is – has 

achieved mass popularity thanks to 

Nike’s Fuelband and the Fitbit Flex, but 

it’s on course to get even more personal, 

measuring not just the steps you take, but 

everything from your standing heart rate 

to how often you, ahem, relieve yourself. 

£80, FITBIT.COM/UK, £129, NIKE.COM/UK

8

P O W E R  P R O B L E M S

Energy watchdog Ofgem predicts that 

our creaking infrastructure and the 

rising costs of imported energy mean 

we’re just one unexpected event away 

from blackouts. We’re installing solar 

panels and a wind turbine just in case.

OFGEM.GOV.UK

9

H T C  O N E  2

There’s only one firm making big money 

from Android phones, and it isn’t HTC. 

Will the KitKat-ready successor to the 

critically acclaimed and T3 Gadget of 

2013-winning HTC One, pencilled in 

to arrive in spring, help the company 

achieve the sales it deserves?

£TBC, HTC.CO.UK

1

5

3

7

9

2

6

4

8

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 69

  



V I R T U A L  R E A L I T Y  B E C O M E S  A C T U A L  R E A L I T Y
Harald Haas discovered 
the ability to transfer 
data using light back in 
2010. Now, as part of a 
joint venture between 
the universities of 
Edinburgh, St Andrews, 
Strathclyde, Oxford and 
Cambridge, researchers 
have created micro-LED 
bulbs able to hit 
transfer speeds up to 
10Gbit/s. It splits data 
between different 
colours in the spectrum, 
to increase capacity.
PURELIFI.CO.UK
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VR has been the next big thing ever since 

the phrase “next big thing” entered the 

lexicon, but it’s always been let down 

by bulk, battery life and its tendency 

to make you feel as sick as a dog. The 

majority of those problems appear to 

have been solved, though, and as a result 

this could be the year that virtual reality 

finally hits home consoles. At the front of 

that charge is the Oculus Rift.

The Rift is an immersive PC headset, 

developed with the help of Doom creator 

John Carmack and is expecting to get a 

consumer release in time for Christmas 

2014. Valve also plans to show off its own 

VR prototype and announce Steam’s VR 

support to developers in January. Not 

content to let Steam take all of the glory, 

recent patents suggest PlayStation 

and Xbox are working on virtual reality 

headsets, too. We’re looking forward 

to gaming becoming a full 360-degree 

assault on the senses.

£TBC, OCULUSVR.COM

  



2014 UNCOVERED

1

A P P L E  I P H O N E  6

Will the launch of a brand new handset 

see Apple’s blower adopt a bigger 

screen? Or maybe a curved one? There 

have been rumours of an iPhone 6 

with edges that curve downwards and 

sensors that detect different levels of 

pressure. Meanwhile, an Apple telly 

remains unlikely, but an upgraded 

set-top box with game support seems 

a dead cert – as is the fact that iTunes 

Radio will finally arrive in the UK.

£TBC, APPLE.COM/UK

2

A M A Z O N  T V

Netflix began funding successful shows 

like House of Cards last year and now 

Amazon Studios is getting in on the act. 

It has already launched pilots of its first 

two TV shows: Betas, about young app 

developers in Silicon Valley, and Alpha 

House, where four senators share a flat, 

with hilarious consequences. Hmmm… 

Will we see them hit Lovefilm in the UK  

in 2014? Word on the street is yes…

STUDIOS.AMAZON.COM

3

F I R S T  G O A L - L I N E 

T E C H  W O R L D  C U P

“They think it’s all over… it isn’t quite 

yet, hang on, the referee’s looking at his 

watch for a decision. No, the goal’s been 

disallowed.” Brazil 2014 will be the first 

World Cup to use goal-line technology. 

Unlike the Premier League, where Brit-

made Hawk-Eye reigns, German firm 

GoalControl’s 14 cameras keep a beady 

eye on the worldwide stage’s matches. 

Insert your own punchline here…

GOALCONTROL.DE

4

H O M E  A N D  O N L I N E 

S E C U R I T Y  B O O M

Harsh economic times tend to mean 

more crime, and that’s likely to mean 

increased sales of personal and home 

security tech. It’s a good thing that 

security gadgets are now cheaper 

and smarter than ever, often internet-

connected and app-controlled. The 

regularity of corporate data breaches 

will drive sales of online security tools, 

too. Panda Mobile Security for Android 

could do well in 2014 after Google Play’s 

recent data slip ups.

$15 PER YEAR, PANDASECURITYUSA.COM

5

C U R V Y  G A L A X Y  S 5

Samsung has already dipped its toe 

into bendy phone water, with the curved 

Galaxy Round. Will the Korean giant give 

the flagship Galaxy S5 a bent screen, 

too? They reduce reflection and make 

handsets more ergonomic, apparently.

£TBC, SAMSUNG.COM

6

K I N D L E  D O M I N A N C E

Name an MP3 player that isn’t an iPod? 

Tough, no? Soon you’ll have the same 

difficulty with ebook readers. According 

to The Guardian, Amazon now accounts 

for nine out of every ten ebook sales in 

the UK. No wonder Nook slung its hook.

FROM £69, AMAZON.CO.UK

7

I N - C A R  O P E R A T I N G 

S Y S T E M S

On the back of Ford’s pioneering and 

successful Sync with AppLink system, 

the likes of Google and Apple are set to 

invade the driving seat, bringing apps  

to your dash and keyless entry for all.

APPLE.COM/UK, GOOGLE.CO.UK

8

P E R S I S T E N T  O N L I N E 

W O R L D S

This was the buzz phrase of 2013’s 

E3, but this year devs will be less talk 

more action, delivering games that 

don’t separate single and multiplayer 

gameplay, or stop when you switch 

off the controller. The Witcher 3, Tom 

Clancy’s The Division  and Destiny are 

all due to land in 2014.

THEWITCHER.COM, DESTINYTHEGAME.COM, 

TOMCLANCY-THEDIVISION.UBI.COM
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THE ASUS TRANSFORMER BOOK TRIO  

IS AN ANDROID TABLET, A WINDOWS 

LAPTOP AND A DESKTOP ALL IN ONE

TRANSFORM
YOUR LIFE

IF YOU DEMAND NOTHING LESS THAN  

the best of everything, the Asus 

Transformer Book Trio is the machine 

for you. One screen, two processors and 

three ways to work: the Trio blends the 

flexibility of a Windows laptop with the 

entertainment credentials of an Android 

tablet and the power of a desktop PC.

When in laptop mode, this luxurious jack 

of all trades is powered by a new Intel i5 

processor, and 4GB of fast DDR3 RAM, so 

even the most demanding apps run quickly 

and smoothly. Storage space can reach 

500GB, and there’s everything you could 

want for work and play connectivity-wise: 

a brace of USB 3.0 ports, micro HDMI, mini 

Display Port, plus Bluetooth 4.0 and next-

gen AC Wi-Fi for faster and further-ranging 

wireless connections – it’s also compatible 

with older Wi-Fi standards.

Snap off the 11.6-inch, full-HD widescreen 

and the Asus Transformer Trio becomes 

a tablet running Android Jelly Bean on 

a dualcore Intel Atom processor with 

Hyper-Threading, 2GB of RAM and 16GB of 

solid-state storage. You can stream video, 

play games, browse the web and run all that 

Google Play has to offer. You can then dock 

with the keyboard and return to the warm 

embrace of Windows 8. Files can be synced 

seamlessly between the operating systems.

The versatility of the Asus Transformer 

Trio doesn’t end there: because it contains 

all the processing gubbins, the keyboard 

base can actually be used on its own – just 

plug in a monitor (not included) and voila: 

you have a desktop PC. 

On top of all that, it looks stunning 

and is wonderfully practical to use. Just 

1.7kg in total weight – 700g tablet, 1kg 

dock – its metallic chassis is svelte and 

handsome, topped off with a stylish, 

268mm frameless chiclet keyboard 

and a four-speaker Bang & Olufsen 

ICEpower audio system for 

your music, movies and games. 

The Asus Transformer Trio 

offers innovation, versatility and power 

without compromise. Why settle for one 

great device when you can have three?

£899,  ASUS.COM/UK. *PLEASE NOTE THE MONITOR PICTURED RIGHT IS 

NOT INCLUDED IN THE PRICE
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SCREEN 
PRINTING
Shake it like a Polaroid 
screengrab! We said, shake it…

YOUR MONTHLY EXISTENCE ENHANCER

Want a way to print out those selfies and 

#nofilter landscapes for posterity? Funded by 

Kickstarter and dreamt up by The Impossible 

Project, the savvy folk that bought up 

Polaroid’s last remaining product plant and 

created next-gen instant film – it uses a 

photochemical process rather than ink – the 

Instant Lab takes snaps of your device’s 

screen and spits out Polaroid-style snaps. 

Load an image into the free iOS app, place the 

phone – iPhone 4 upwards so far, with 

Android-compatible devices to follow – on 

top of the fold out lens and it does the rest.

£219, the-impossible-project.com/instantlab

This month...

HOW TO
DETOX USING TECH, BEAT 

THE ONLINE SALES P76

OBSESSION: 

BUILD A CAR
THE TOOLS AND TIPS, WE 

HAVE. YOU’LL NEED THE 

ELBOW GREASE P77

TECH DAD
SAMSUNG’S KID-

FRIENDLY TABLET P78 

TEST: IRONS
STEAMY ACTION! P79 

PULSE
LET IT SNOW. WE HAVE A 

SKI-DOO AND SKI GEAR TO 

COPE WITH ANY WINTERY 

DOWNPOUR P81

UPGR ADE
THE GREAT BRITISH 

BOOT-OFF P84

HOME
WIN ONE OF FOUR 

GRUNDIG FRIDGE 

FREEZERS P85

DRIVE
BMW’S i3 MAKES THE 

ELECTRIC CAR COOL. 

PORSCHE’S MACAN 3 

MAKES THE SUV  

COOLER P88

T3 REVIEWS EDITOR LIBBY 

PLUMMER STRIKES A POSE…

IT’S A WELCOME NOVELTY TO BE 

ABLE TO PRINT OUT PICS FROM MY 

PHONE AND SNAPS FROM FACEBOOK 

– IN FACT, IT’S QUITE ADDICTIVE. THE 

APP IS SIMPLE TO USE AND THE 

PRINTS LOOKS SUITABLY RETRO. 

WITH ONLY EIGHT EXPOSURES FROM 

ONE CARTRIDGE, THE NEXT-GEN FILM 

ISN’T CHEAP – AROUND 16 QUID A 

POP – BUT THE RESULTS ARE HIGH 

QUALITY. INESSENTIAL, BUT FUN.
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TECHQUATION
Tech to aid your detox 

BECOME A JAPANESE 
WHISKY EXPERT

Ladislav Piljar, bar manager at Bam-Bou’s Red 

Bar (bam-bou.co.uk) pours a dram 

1/ Japanese whisky is fairly new to the old-school 
whisky cognoscenti, so it’s seen as quite exotic. 
2/ Nikka From The Barrel is a potent 51.4%, but 
it’s beautifully balanced, and is great on its own, 

on ice, or in cocktails. It costs £50 for 500ml.
3/ Yamakazi 18 Years Old is one of the best I’ve 

tasted. It has notes of chocolate, raisin, rice, and a 
hint of spice. 50ml costs around £150.

4/ Karuizawa’s whiskies have very charismatic 
notes from being maturated in sherry or bourbon 

barrels. They go from £200 to thousands.
5/ Drink it however you like, on its own, with 

an ice cube, with a splash of water, the choice is 
yours. Keep track of your tasting notes and blends 
with top app iMalt (iOS) or Whisky App (Android).

BEAT THE SALES
The best places to find deals online

1/ Sign up to Quidco.com and every time you 
buy something through its affiliates – from 

Amazon to Carphone Warehouse – Quidco gets a 
commission, some of which it passes on to you. As 

Alan Partridge would say, cash back!
2/ Tired of Groupon? try Hereforaday.com, which 

has deals on tech from the likes of Samsung, 
Panasonic, Nikon, and more.

3/ Apple’s refurb store offers older products in 
good-as-new condition, notably cheaper than the 

retail price. Check it out at store.apple.com/uk/
browse/home/specialdeals

4/ ibood.co.uk only has one deal a day, but they’re 
always worth a look – a recent one saved £50 on a 

pair of Sennheisers – not to be sniffed at.
5/ uSwitch.com helps you get the best deals on 

broadband, mobile, and TV packages.

GET FIT WITHOUT A GYM 
Personal trainer Tiina Lemmetyinen (fitwithtiina.com) whips us into shape

1/ Office. Take the stairs instead of the lift, and get up and walk around regularly. Want to get more 
serious? Do tricep dips using the arms of your office chair. Doing three sets of ten, resting for a minute in 
between, is a good start. Then build an iron grip whilst seated with the Gripmaster Pro Hand Excerciser 

(£11, rockrun.com), which is used by climbers to build up their digits, ready for the north face.
2/ Home. Circuits are a great way to get fit. Pick five to ten exercises – press-ups, chin-ups, planks, leg 

raises– work through them, then repeat the circuit between three and five times depending on your fitness.
3/ Park. Do hill sprints: five or six flat out, for 20 to 30 seconds, jogging for a minute between each. This kind 
of interval training is more efficient, improving your overall fitness via relatively short periods of exercise.

4/ Whatever you’re doing, warm up first. Get your heart rate up, and prepare your body for the type of 
movement you’ll be doing to avoid injury…

 

I TRIED THIS! 

Luke Peters, T3 editor
I’D BEEN LOOKING FOR DECENT 

CARRY-ON LUGGAGE FOR A WHILE 

AND LIKED THE MINIMAL LOOK OF 

THE JUNO. GOOD POINTS: IT PACKS 

COMFORTABLY IN BOTH ECONOMY 

AND BUSINESS-CLASS LOCKERS, 

HAS MULTI-DIRECTIONAL WHEELS 

FOR SMOOTH TRANSIT AND A 

STRONG SHELL FOR ACCIDENTAL 

BATTERINGS. BAD POINTS: THE ZIP 

MALFUNCTIONED ON FIRST USE AND 

THERE’S NO EXTERNAL POCKET TO 

PUT STUFF. OTHER THAN THAT, FAB.

If you’re seasoned air travellers, like us, you’ll appreciate 
the neccesity of carry-on luggage. Or, more to the point, 

smart carry-on luggage. As well as increasing your chances 
of an upgrade, Antler’s latest has a 45L capacity but, 

thanks to its polypropylene shell, weights just 2.4kg. It’s 
tough as old boots and comes with a TSA combi lock on 

the side. Next time, just turn left as you enter the aircraft.
£120, antler.co.uk

POWER-UP OF THE MONTH 
Antler Juno suitcase

TOOL OF THE MONTH

ROUGHNECK SPLITTING MAUL 
Chopping wood for your log fire? Of course you are. A regular axe will get  

stuck with each incision, but the non-jam head on this slices straight through.  

The soft fibreglass handle won’t hurt your hands, either. £30, screwfix.com

Detox Pro Diets & Plans
Weight-losing, health-

boosting stuff to get your 
teeth into. Free, iOS

Calculator X
Works out how much 
you’re saving by not 
boozing. £0.69, iOS

Bugatti Vita
Drink fresh citrus from 
the sexiest juicer ever. 

£140, johnlewis.com

A new you
All refreshed and  

ready to leap off the 
wagon in February.
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OBSESSION

BECOME THE KING OF...

WORDS NICK ODANTZIS F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 7 7

TECHlifeTips and tricks, mods and revs
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HOW TO MAKE YOUR  

NEW KIT CAR ROAD LEGAL

YOU’LL NEED TO APPLY FOR A BASIC 

IVA (INDIVIDUAL VEHICLE APPROVAL) 

AND GET IT TESTED BY VOSA BEFORE 

YOU REGISTER IT AND GET IT ON THE 

ROAD. WITHOUT THIS, YOUR KIT CAR 

IS JUST AN OILY PAPERWEIGHT. THE 

ADVANTAGE OF BUYING A COMPLETE 

KIT RATHER THAN PIECING A CAR 

TOGETHER WITH RANDOM PARTS IS 

THAT IT’S BEEN SPECIALLY DESIGNED 

TO PASS THE TEST, PROVIDED YOU 

PUT IT TOGETHER PROPERLY…

BUILD YOUR OWN 

SUPERCAR

Simon Westwood of Westfield Sportscars 

joins you for a look under the bonnet…

1/ Before you invest, visit the manufacturer for 
a test drive in some of the cars you like the look 

of – already built, of course.
2/ If you’re thinking about getting involved in 
competitive racing, check out the regulations 

you’ll need to meet before you begin. 
3/ Building a kit car can be a lonely past time, 
so head online and join an enthusiast club like 

scc.co.uk for tips and encouragement. 
4/ It’s worth checking with the kit car 

manufacturer to see what tools are needed. 
Note: always read the build manual.

5/ Think carefully about what level of build is 
right for you and buy a kit that is backed by full 
development and manufacturer support, just 

in case anything goes wrong.

WHAT YOU’LL NEED…

#29
KIT CARS
Want to sit behind the wheel of a supercar, but staring down the 
steering column of a sensible-family-car budget? Build it yourself! 
Just add these tools, tips and some serious dedication

1/ Westfield Mega 
S2000 This kit uses the 
legendary 240bhp VTEC 
engine from the Honda 
S2000. Fast, reliable 
and relatively cheap. 
£13,999 for full kit, minus 
wheels, tyres and engine, 
westfield-sportscars.co.uk 

2/ Ultima GTR Quickest 
supercar in the world 
and you can make it in 
your shed. From £30,000, 
ultimasports.co.uk

3/ Draper Expert 75 
Piece Socket Set An 
essential starting point, 

it even includes handy  
torque Torx attachments. 
£55, drapertools.com

4/ Black&Decker 10.8V 
Ultra Compact Li-
Lion Drill Driver This 
cordless drill is powerful 
and ideal for working 
in tight spaces, like a kit 
car’s undercarriage. £80, 
blackanddecker.co.uk 

5/ Petzl Ultra Vario 
Designed for caving, this 
ultra-bright headlamp is 
just as useful when stuck 
under your kit car. 
£280, petzl.com

  



THE TECH
The Galaxy Tab 3 Kids in detail…

1/ The technical bit
This is a kids’ tablet with a grown-up spec: 
1.2GHz processor, Jelly Bean 4.1 operating 

system and 8GB storage – expandable to 32GB 
via microSD – three-meg rear camera with 

1080p video and a 1.3-meg front cam.

2/ The nanny state
This tablet is on full, 24-hour parental 

lockdown. You can manage what apps your kids 
can download, what websites they can access 

and set time limits on tablet playtime.

3/ Roadrunner
The Galaxy will manage eight hours of web 
browsing or seven hours of video before nap 

time. That’s enough battery to make even long 
car journeys a lot more peaceful.

Just when LeapFrog thought it had the kids’ 

slate market sown up, gadget juggernaut 

Samsung steamrollers in with a seven-inch 

Wi-Fi-only tablet aimed at techno-sprogs. The 

banana-coloured Samsung Galaxy Tab 3 Kids 

has a playtime-proof rubber bumper and 

extra-tough TFT touchscreen. Its Android OS 

has been given a bright, simple new look. 

Access to Google Play has been blocked, but 

pre-loaded educational apps should keep 

them occupied – until they steal your iPhone 

to play Angry Birds. £200, samsung.com

TECHlife

Dear Tech Dad,

My son’s showing an aptitude for music. 

What’s the easiest instrument to learn?

RAY/HELSTON

The ukelele only has four strings and they’re 

tuned just like the four highest pitched 

strings on a guitar, but in a different key. Bear 

in mind that anything below £60 is likely to 

be a pig to tune and have poor intonation. 

Lanikai’s LU21 is a sure hit. £62, amazon.co.uk 

Dear Tech Dad,

There’s nowhere to fit a pram in a public 

loo, so what to do when nature calls?

RACHEL/MILTON KEYNES

Hang your baby on the back of the cubicle 

door, of course. That’s not as barbaric as it 

sounds. The Babykeeper Basic baby papoose 

has a pair of hidden hooks attached to its 

straps, allowing baby to hang tight in comfort. 

$40, mommysentials.com

Dear Tech Dad,

We’re off on a long-haul holiday soon with 

a six-month-old in tow. Can you suggest a 

decent travel cot?

RORY/BRECON

Delta Baby’s changing bag-cum-carry cot. 

The bag itself has lots of pockets for bottles 

and nappies that remain accessible when the 

bag is transformed into a padded cot. 

£50, gadgetbaby.co.uk

MY FIRST 
TABLET
Samsung’s latest Galaxy tablet 
is pure child’s play… Quite literally!

I’LL ONLY TELL YOU ONCE!
With years of parental gadget experience, Tech Dad has the solutions to all your critical conundrums

TECH DAD SELECTS
More kid-friendly slates…

Nurvo A20 Android Tablet
A simple, ten-inch Android Jelly Bean tablet for teens. 

It’s no power-tab, but it is capable. £119, nurvo.co.uk

Leapfrog LeapPad Ultra
This tab comes pre-loaded with educational games 

and apps. Now comes with Wi-Fi, too.
£82, leapfrog.com
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TECH DAD

IT’S FOR THE KIDS, 

HONEST
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TECHlifeTablet for tots;  crease-free tech

TESTLIFE GEAR ON 
TECH TRIAL

Philips PerfectCare Pure Steam Generator

The 1.5-litre water reservoir continually 

pumps high-pressure steam (110g/min) to the 

lightweight iron. It’ll glide over cotton-rich 

shirts like a hovercraft and Philips’ Optimal 

TEMP tech means no accidental burn marks. 

£160, philips.co.uk 5/5

Tefal Freemove FV9915 

This cordless iron gives you the freedom to 

iron with a flourish. It’s heavier than others 

on test and you’ll have to plug it back into its 

charging dock when power wanes, but it’s 

ready and willing to go again in two seconds. 

£90, tefal.co.uk 3/5

Bosch Sensixx’x DA50 EditionRosso 

Heats up insanely quickly, thanks to 3,050W 

of power. Its easy-glide CeraniumGlissée 

soleplate means it’s efficient as well as fast, 

but the manly black styling does make it hard 

to see when you need to fill up the water tank. 

£69, bosch-home.co.uk  3/5

Breville 2800w ECO-TEC Digital 

The 1.4-litre water reservoir automatically 

refills the iron, making sure its 50g of steam 

per minute remains constant. Need extra 

power to straighten that collar? There’s a 

boost button for an instant hit of oomph. 

£85, breville.co.uk 4/5

Corby 3300 Space Saver
Gets your trousers crisply flattened 

every time. Learn from Partridge: do not 
dismantle, no matter how bored you are. 

£129, corbyofwindsor.com

Tubie Bizarre 50s-style contraption 
that blows your shirts and pants up like 
a hot-air balloon, eradicating creases. 

£850, ironing-machine-tubie.com

STEAM IRONS
Are you a modern man? Then you need a modern iron. One 
that looks like it’s been sent from the future, with the power 
to steam through even the most daunting of laundry piles…

Ligita Konceviciene, director of 
London domestic cleaning and ironing 
service, Konce Cleaning (koncecleaning.
co.uk) smooths things over… 

IT’S BEST TO IRON CLOTHES WHEN 

THEY ARE SLIGHTLY DAMP. SHIRTS ARE 

OFTEN TRICKY TO PERFECT, BUT IT’S 

BEST TO START WITH THE COLLAR AND 

THE CUFFS ON BOTH SIDES. THEN IRON 

BOTH SIDES OF THE SLEEVES AND THE 

SHOULDER SECTIONS FOLLOWED BY 

BOTH FRONTS, REMEMBERING TO KEEP 

THE FABRIC TAUT. ALSO MAKE SURE TO 

IRON BETWEEN ALL THE BUTTONS. 

IF YOU ACCIDENTALLY BURN SOME 

CLOTHING, LEAVING THE IRON WITH 

BURNT RESIDUE ALL OVER THE 

SOLEPLATE, CLEAN IT BY PLACING THE 

HOT IRON ON A DAMP CLOTH COVERED  

IN SALT. SIMPLY GLIDE THE IRON OVER 

THE CLOTH A FEW TIMES AND IT’LL BE 

BACK TO NORMAL.

FOR LIMESCALE TREATMENT, EMPTY 

THE RESERVOIR OF ANY WATER AND 

POUR IN EQUAL MEASURES OF WATER 

AND LIME JUICE OR VINEGAR. TURN 

THE IRON ON AND PRESS THE STEAM 

AND SPRAY BUTTONS A FEW TIMES. 

LEAVE THE SOLUTION TO DO ITS WORK 

FOR FIVE MINUTES, THEN FLUSH THE 

RESERVOIR WITH FRESH WATER.

TEST
WINNER

ALTERNATIVES 

There’s more than one way to 

straighten things out…
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T3’S TOP SNOW MOVIES

DEAD SNOW

NAZI ZOMBIES AND GRISLY DEATHS 

IN NORWEGIAN COMIC HORROR

THE GREY

LIAM NEESON WRESTLES ANGRY 

WOLVES. NOW THERE’S A PITCH

COOL RUNNINGS

TRUE-ISH STORY OF THE JAMAICAN 

OLYMPIC BOBSLED TEAM OF 1988

FARGO

KIDNAP, RANSOM AND “THAT 

SCENE” WITH THE WOOD CHIPPER

There’s an attack of the white stuff forecast, but don’t panic, you’ll still be able to get to the 

shops on the Ski-Doo Freeride 137. Built to go off-piste, this super-scooter’s hard-gripping 

running board and pilot skis can safely traverse icy lakes and precarious fresh powder. Its 800cc 

engine starts up with a quick pull, even in freezing conditions, and the seat and cockpit have 

been designed to provide comfort and control, with adjustable rear suspension and dedicated 

shock absorbers at the front, back and centre. We advise you wrap up warm before jumping 

aboard – one of the beanies below should fit the bill... $13,549 (£8,388), ski-doo.com

SNOW 

RIDER
Power across powder and ice with 
the ultimate winter scooter…

BEANIES 

Winter is the one time of year you 

can wear tassels, pom-poms or a 

knitted parrot with pride. Stay warm 

and stylish in the snow

2/ Burton Call U 2Moro Beanie
Classic woolly hat with a striking 

purple pom-pom. Hand-knitted look 
and cosy feel. £30, burton.com

1/ Arc’teryx Contrail Toque
Let your 100 per cent wool tassels fly as 

you hurtle about on your Ski-Doo. 
£25, ellis-brigham.com

3/ Kask Mr Parrot Beanie
Bring a touch of the tropical to the 

slopes, with this simple beanie with 
added parrot. £35, snowandrock.com
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TECH PUT THROUGH

ITS PACES
RULE THE SLOPES 
Are you a ski man, or prefer to be strapped to a snowboard? Whichever winter sports 
tribe you belong to, we have the tech you need to stay warm and look cool… 
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THE FABRICS THAT WILL KEEP YOUR 

BITS FROM TURNING BLUE…

MERINO WOOL

A NATURAL WAY TO HELP REGULATE 

BODY TEMPERATURE, ADDING 

WARMTH AND WICKING AWAY 

EXCESS SWEAT IN THE PROCESS.  

GORE-TEX

A MULTI-LAYERED, MAN-MADE 

FABRIC THAT’S BREATHABLE, YET 

GREAT AT KEEPING YOU DRY EVEN 

AFTER A WIPEOUT IN THE POWDER.

PRIMALOFT

SYNTHETIC MICROFIBER THERMAL 

INSULATION, DEVELOPED FOR THE US 

ARMY. ADDS COMFORT AND WARMTH 

WITHOUT EXCESS WEIGHT. 

WORDS MAX PARKER

1/ Eider Fernuy II
These fire engine red trousers are 
fully waterproof, breathable and 
lined with fleece to keep you warm 
and fashionably on piste. The Gordon 
Gekko-inspired adjustable braces don’t 
just look smart, they also prevent the 
frost bite risk of builder’s bum. You can 
remove them if you wish.
£120, eidur.com

2/ K2 Raygun
The Hybritech construction of this 
snowboard means it’s both lightweight 
and reliably strong, while the 
integrated carbon within the fibreglass 
build increases “pop and liveliness”. 
Translation: this is the perfect board 
for pulling tricks and flips.
$359, k2snowboarding.com 

3/ Oakley Airwave 1.5
Less a pair of goggles, more a fighter-
pilot-style heads-up display, this shows 
everything from the height of your 
jumps, to your downhill speed and your 
exact location, plus that of similarly-
equipped chums, thanks to built-in 
GPS. It’ll also share all that data with 
your smartphone via Bluetooth. Oh, 
and it’ll shield your eyes from the sun.
£520, uk.oakley.com

4/ Fischer RC4 150 Vacuum
These lightweight boots will make 
your feet feel like they’ve been vacuum 
packed in luminous plastic. That’s a 
good thing. Solid enough to protect 
your foot, with extra gel protection to 
cushion the ankles and enough give to 
provide the perfect fit, these feel like 

high-tech snow slippers. The impact-
protected clasps mean they’ll stay on 
even if you go down, hard.
£537, fischer.com 

5/ Ortovox Merino Guardian
Not only is this ski/boarding jacket 
more understated than most – it also 
comes in dark blue – it’s also more 
natural. Merino wool is weaved 
through its inner layers, ensuring 
you’re kept warm, cosy and sweat free. 
Things getting uncomfortably toasty? 
There are zips under the armpits. You’ll 
find places to stash your essentials, too.
£529, ortovox.com 

6/ Volkl Nanuq
The first thing you notice about these 
skis is their ultra-trendy graphic 
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design, but when plummeting down 
a black run, you’ll come to appreciate 
their multi-layer, multi-density wood 
core, constructed from ash and poplar, 
just as much. It adds an extra level of 
stability, while the tip-rocker design 
will help keep your turns smooth. 
£500, volkl.com

7/ Zeal Optics HD Camera Goggles
Why tell everyone about your latest 
run when you can show them? These 
goggles will capture your downhill 
exploits in full 1080p video. There’s 
a small camera housed on top of the 
lenses, with a 170-degree viewing angle 
and an in-built viewfinder – so you can 
watch back that bone-cracking fall as 
you wait for mountain rescue to arrive.
$399, zealoptics.com

8/ Terra Nova Inferno
These gloves are double stuffed, 
with an extra five ounces of warming 
PrimaLoft filling to protect your digits. 
The lining is fully waterproof and a 
reinforced, extra-grippy palm and pre-
curved fingers aim to limit the amount 
of times you’ll need to take ’em off.
£35, terra-nova.co.uk

9/ White Doctor FT8
Catering for someone who is at home 
on the slopes, these skis tend to be 
a little less forgiving. Their sintered 
base means that, when well waxed, 
these skis will slip downhill at insane 
speeds, while the strong construction 
of the sidewalls and poplar beech build 
ensures stability and sturdiness. 
£430, white-doctor.com

10/ Smartwool PHD Racer
Ski socks have to work much harder 
than your average hosiery, not just 
keeping your toes snug but also 
offering enough protection to keep 
your foot sturdy. The Racer from 
Smartwool features multi-density 
cushioning, engineered for the best fit 
and ReliaWool for top to toe comfort. 
$23, smartwool.com 

11/ Alpine Replay
Not got Oakley’s Airwave 1.5 goggles 
to track your every move on the 
slopes? This app is the next best thing. 
Download it to your iPhone or Android, 
stash it in your pocket and it’ll record 
air time, distance, jumps and calories 
burned – that’s your fondue allowance.
Free, alpinereplay.com

12/ Sony HDR-AS30V Action Cam
If your goggles don’t have a built in 
camera, you can strap this lightweight 
1080p one to you or your board. Its 
170-degree lens will capture the full 
beauty of your ollies and its waterproof 
casing keeps the footage safe. With 
NFC connectivity it can share vids 
instantly with compatible phones/tabs.
£259, sony.co.uk

13/ Elgato Smart Key
Après ski can be almost as dangerous as 
off piste. Attach this smart fob to all of 
your new, expensive kit, download the 
app and link the Key to your iPhone (no 
luck, Androiders). It’ll alert you if you 
leave it all behind in the bar after too 
many mulled ciders.
£39, shop.elgato.com
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BOOT-BUILDING METHODS, 

TRADITIONAL VS MODERN…

GOODYEAR WELT 

A STRIP OF LEATHER BINDS THE 

BOOT’S UPPER TO THE INSOLE, 

ALLOWING THE SOLE TO BE 

REMOVED WITHOUT DAMAGE. 

CEMENTED

THE BOOT’S LAYERS ARE 

STUCK TOGETHER USING 

ADHESIVE FOR A MORE LIGHT 

AND FLEXIBLE FINISH.

1/ Loake Burford Does 
your footwear meet 
with the full approval 
of the Queen? These 
classic boots do. Fully 
lined with leather for 
plushness inside as well 
as out, they’re hand-
crafted in eight steps, 
from cutting to trimming 
and dressing. 
£220, loake.co.uk

2/ Grenson Archie 
These dapper brogues 
are built to last using 
the Goodyear Welting 
technique, a 100 year-old 
method of construction 
that’s still the gold-
standard today. The 
sole is slightly thicker 
than normal for added 
comfort and stature. 
£235, grenson.co.uk

3/ Fosters and Sons 
Bespoke Lambourne 
This 170 year-old 
firm likes to do things 
properly, starting by 
making an exhaustively 
accurate “last” of your 
foot to ensure a perfect 
fit, then taking up to 
eight months to craft 
your footwear. Short 
on time? They also do 
ready-to-wear versions, 
such as this jodhpur-
style riding boot. 
£575, foster.co.uk

4/ Crockett & Jones 
Islay Scotch Grain 
James Bond’s footwear 
of choice takes 200 
separate methods to 
create, a process that 
takes up to eight weeks. 
See those holes? They’ve 
each been meticulously 
punched by hand. £425, 
crockettandjones.com

5/ Barker Lancaster 
Measure your foot 
against one of Barker’s 
many existing lasts to 
quickly find a near-
perfect fit, then ditch 
the laces and go for this 
double buckle style. It 
provides a very sturdy  
fit and a pleasing 
pilgrim-chic look.  
£350, barker-shoes.co.uk
 
6/ Joseph Cheaney 
and Sons Country 
Boots Aside from the 
Silverstone race track, 
Northamptonshire’s 
main claim to fame is 
an illustrious history 
of boot making. These 
Country Boots feature 
a Dainite rubber sole 
and part almond grain 
leather, part maracca 
suede upper. A fur lining 
keeps feet warm and 
cosy when traipsing 
across the moors. 
£350, cheaney.co.uk

LOVABLE 

BROGUES…
And also the best of British-
made boots and buckle-ups
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UPGRADE
FIX UP,

LOOK SMART

  



T3 PROMOTION

TO CELEBRATE THE LAUNCH OF ITS 

stylish new range of appliances, Grundig is 

offering T3 readers the chance to win one of 

four top-of-the-range fridge freezers. 

Masterpieces of tech and design, the new 

Grundig products will add a crisp, modern 

look to your kitchen. Smart, intuitive design 

means Grundig’s products are easy to use, 

with features galore, but low energy usage. 

Up for grabs here is the GKN16820 fridge 

freezer, which includes a host of innovative 

features as well as offering an A++ energy 

rating – using 40 per cent less power than 

standard A-rated products. Duo-cooling 

means each compartment is chilled 

separately with circulating cold air. 

That’s not the end of this dapper fridge 

freezer’s tricks. High-end tech ensures  

an even temperature throughout, optimal 

humidity levels, quick temperature 

restoration once the doors have been  

opened, no ice build-up in the freezer  

and no transfer of odours. An active  

ioniser keeps food fresher for longer  

using negative ions to eject bacteria and 

odour particles, ensuring excellent  

hygiene levels, whilst dual LED lighting  

will ensure every corner of the fridge  

is illuminated.

Last but not least, the contemporary, 

metallic finish is easy to clean and looks great… 

AVAILABLE AT SELECTED CURRYS 

BRANCHES AND ONLINE AT CURRYS.CO.UK

WIN!
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BETTER LIVING THROUGH TECH

HOME

For a chance to win a 
GKN16820 (centre) email 
with the subject header 
“Grundig mega-fridge” to 
T3@futurenet.com. A 
winner will be picked at 
random on February 1

ONE OF FOUR TOP-OF-THE-

RANGE FRIDGE FREEZERS  

FROM GRUNDIG WORTH  

MORE THAN £600 EACH…

CLOSING DATE JANUARY 30 2014. ONLY ONE ENTRY  
PER PERSON. EDITOR’S DECISION IS FINAL. NO CASH  
OR OTHER ALTERNATIVE PRIZE WILL BE OFFERED. 
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GRUNDIG APPLIANCES 

ARE AVAILABLE IN 

SELECTED CURRYS 

THROUGHOUT THE UK 

AND ALSO ONLINE AT 

CURRYS.CO.UK

  



T3 PROMOTION

So you’ve got the latest new tech for Xmas 
or in the sales. Now add super-fast mobile 
broadband to really make the most of it…
SURE, 2013 WAS AN INCREDIBLE YEAR FOR  

mobile tech. You were spoiled rotten with an 

avalanche of classic devices, and you probably found 

some of them in the Christmas sales or, if your loved 

ones are somewhat more generous than ours, under 

your tree. But now you’ll want to make those high-

class, web-connected devices truly sing. And for that 

you need to get serious about your mobile internet. 

EE’s 4G network is officially the biggest and 

fastest in the UK. It’s hooked up 160 towns and 

cities across the country with access to 4G internet. 

With packages that offer great value, there’s really 

never been a better time to upgrade.

Getting some 4G action on a 12-month data SIM 

contract will cost you just £16 a month for 3GB.  

It’s an instant upgrade for your shiny new tablet  

or laptop, letting you download HD movies 

while you wait for a train, stream music without 

interruptions and share Christmas and New Year 

party snaps with social-network chums in seconds.

Not only that, you get some nifty bonuses 

thrown in. Double-speed 4G in selected towns 

and cities that averages out at a lightning fast 

24-30Mbps; two-for-one cinema tickets on a 

Wednesday; and 99p film downloads are all 

available on selected EE 4G data plans.

If your household is full of mobiles, EE has more 

good news: create a Shared 4GEE plan and for just £5 

per month add a SIM and you can pool your data plus 

get unlimited minutes and texts. And if you weren’t 

lucky enough to receive a tablet over the festive 

season you can get one on a 4G shared plan from as 

little as £26 per month. Want something to put on it? 

EE’s groovy iOS and Android apps let you manage 

your account, track data usage and pay bills with ease.

FOR MORE INFORMATION HEAD TO EE.CO.UK

 EE 4G: THE ULTIMATE 

 TECH UPGRADE…

GET STUCK INTO 4G

The next best thing to getting a brand  
new tablet as a gift is to grab one on  

EE’s superfast Shared 4GEE plans. Access 
to the most rapid network in the land can be 

yours from just £26 per month… 

1

4

  



FOR MORE 

INFORMATION 

HEAD TO 

EE.CO.UK

HUAWEI E5776 4G DONGLE

Toting something SIM-less? Bring it 
to superfast 4G life with a Huawei 
E5776 on EE. It’s a mobile 4G Wi-Fi 

hotspot that fits in your pocket

CRUNCH THE NUMBERS

 Charge the E5776 via microUSB and 
you’ll get ten hours of life out of it, 

while connecting up to ten separate 
Wi-Fi devices to spritely 4G internet

CHECK OUT THE PRICE

Just £13 per month on a 12-month 
plan, up to £50 for 50GB of 4G data

FOR YOUR LAPTOP

1
 APPLE IPAD AIR

The lightest full-sized tablet around
£99 THEN £36 PER MONTH WITH 8GB OF DATA

4
 APPLE IPAD MINI RETINA DISPLAY

Smaller iPad; same great spec and screen 
£49 UP FRONT THEN £31 PER MONTH WITH 5GB OF DATA

5
 SONY XPERIA TABLET Z

High-end spec, fully waterproof down to one metre
£49 UP FRONT THEN £31 PER MONTH WITH 5GB DATA

2
 NEW GOOGLE NEXUS 7

The sharpest seven-inch display on record
£29 THEN £26 PER MONTH WITH 3GB DATA

3
 SAMSUNG GALAXY TAB 3 8.0

With an S-Pen stylus this is great for work and play
£29 THEN £31 PER MONTH WITH 5GB OF DATA 

2 3

5

SO SANTA FORGOT YOUR TABLET THIS YEAR? LET EE HELP YOU OUT THERE…  



2/ Kent

1/ London

THE FUTURE OF TR AVEL
Carbon-fibre construction. Nearly 500mpg. Looks and feels pretty much like a car in most 
respects. The radical new BMW i3 Range Extender takes electric rides mainstream, and 
makes every combustion car you’ve ever driven seem like a steam-powered throwback…

ROUTE MASTER

We kicked off at the swanky new Me Hotel 

on the Strand. Destination? Brand’s Hatch… 

in Kent. Pure electric power got us all the 

way there. On the return leg, we fired up the 

range extender but really only just for fun; 

the battery would have coped. But thanks 

to that little petrol motor, we still had 50 

miles pure-electric range in the trunk.
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PRICE OF TEST CAR £33,830

TOP SPEED 93MPH 

0-62MPH 7.9 SECONDS

ENGINE ELECTRIC MOTOR PLUS 

647CC PETROL GENERATOR 

GEARBOX DIRECT DRIVE

POWER 167BHP (ELECTRIC MOTOR)

TORQUE 184LB/FT  

(ELECTRIC MOTOR)

FUEL CONSUMPTION 471MPG

CARBON EMISSIONS 13G/KM

WEIGHT 1,315KG

DRIVE
TECH TO 

TAKE YOU 

PLACES

  



The BMW i3 isn’t just the future for BMW. 

It’s not merely the future of motoring. It’s the 

future of personal mobility. That’s the 

15-second elevator pitch for the all-new 

BMW i3. Can any car be that important, that 

revolutionary? Well, with its carbon-fibre 

construction and clever mobility-enhancing 

tech that extends beyond the car itself, it’s the 

most advanced EV yet and it might just be the 

one that captures the mainstream market.

Unlike most previous electric cars, the i3 is 

built for battery power from the ground up. 

That includes a revolutionary carbon-fibre 

passenger cell with aluminium subframes for 

the suspension, motor and battery pack. The 

647cc petrol engine, included on the Range 

Extender format tested here, is derived from 

a BMW motorbike and doesn’t drive the 

wheels; it just juices up the batteries, adding 

up to 80 miles to the i3’s operating range.

Instead of a conventional four-door layout, 

you get two fun-sized rear suicide doors. 

Open all four doors for a stunning open-plan 

view of the i3’s interior.

To all the expected in-car tech – see right 

– BMW’s added new-age personal mobility 

functionality. Everything from building 

operating range and charging stations into the 

navigation system to so-called “last mile” 

navigation, which transfers navigation to your 

smartphone, taking you to your final 

destination on foot. BMW is planning full 

integration with public transport too.

Thanks to BMW’s big effort in keeping 

weight down, even the i3 Range Extender 

with its big old lithium battery and petrol 

engine will hit 62mph in 7.9 seconds, which 

puts it firmly in warm-hatch territory.

But the i3 is still at its best around town. 

It’s quick, it’s super responsive and it’s super 

refined. Even the best combustion cars make 

noises, shift gears and take critical moments 

to respond to throttle inputs.

Out of town, it’s a slightly different 

ballgame. There’s enough wind and tyre roar 

to bring you back to reality and at motorway 

speed the experience is less magical.

That’s a minor quibble though. BMW has 

taken a bold leap here, and it’s paid off. We 

can’t wait to see whether it’ll take electric cars 

from their current, one-per-cent-market-share 

outsider status to the middle of the road.

FROM £33,830, BMW.CO.UK

THE i3 IS AT ITS BEST 
IN TOWN: QUICK, 
SUPER RESPONSIVE 
AND SUPER REFINED 

THREE TO 

TEST DRIVE
Accelerating smoothly 

into the new year

1/ Jaguar F-Type Coupé
Stiffer than the F-Type 
Roadster, with better 

handling, and £7K 
cheaper. A no-brainer 

then, unless you’re a total 
wind-in-hair addict…

£51,235, JAGUAR.CO.UK

3/ Nissan GT-R Nismo
We’re doing coupés, so 

here’s the daddy of them 
all. The latest update ups 
the ante to 592bhp and 
will lap circuits quicker 

than a Lambo Aventador.
£120,000, NISSAN.CO.UK

2/ Peugeot RCZ-R
First there was style. 

Here’s the substance, as 
the RCZ-R is cranked 
up to 266bhp, turning 

Peugeot’s pussycat into an 
Audi TT-terrifying tiger.

£31,995, PEUGEOT.CO.UK

THE TECH 

INSIDE

1/ Carbon construction
Even aluminium isn’t 
future enough for the 

new i3. BMW has gone 
for a super-light carbon-

fibre passenger cell. 
You can see the carbon 
weave when you open 

the doors.

2/ Mobility machine
A smartphone app does 

last-mile nav on foot and 
a rental package gives 
access to long-range 
combustion BMWs.

3/ Connected ride
The i3 gets a remix of 
BMW’s web- and app-

enabled ConnectedDrive 
multimedia kit, plus an 

iDrive Touch controller, 
Bluetooth, DAB and nav 

with HD traffic data.
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MACAN 

YOU DIG IT?
How one sports-car titan made the 
leap to chunky urban runarounds, 
without losing its soul…

DRIVE
TECH TO 

TAKE YOU 

PLACES

LEAN MACHINE
Honda’s Uni-Cub concept

1/ Lean into it Know-how from Honda’s Asimo robot informs this 
concept’s, Segway-esque, lean-to-steer control system.

2/ Fancy a walk? The three-mile range and 3mph top speed suggest  
a future world where we’re too lazy or busy to walk anywhere.

3/ It’s for real. Honda plans to tool up Uni-Cub for production and 
lease it to Japanese businesses. No word yet on UK availability.

£TBC, honda.co.uk

Half of Porsche’s production last year was Cayenne SUVs. It knocked out 

quite a few Panamera saloons, too. Staggering to think, but its sports cars are 

now a bit of a sideshow. That’s only going to be more true with the arrival 

of the new Macan S. It shares underpinnings with Audi’s Q5 but the body 

and interior are all Porsche, and stunning. A choice of V6 engines includes 

a 254bhp diesel, a 335bhp petrol V6 S and a 394bhp Turbo range topper. 

All three are likely to be pretty damn lively. £30,640, porsche.com/uk

THE CAR THAT MACAN

1/ Hand of God
A “Sport” button on all models unleashes  

a more responsive engine map and sportier 
chassis settings with the optional air 

suspension. Optional, adaptive sports seats 
clamp you like a giant hand during high-

speeding cornering action.

2/ Off-road warrior
Porsches are best known for on-road antics but 
the new Macan goes into off-road mode at the 
touch of a button. An electronically controlled 

multi-plate clutch teams up with Porsche 
Torque Vectoring tech to deliver probably 
enough grip to turn the Earth on its axis.

3/ Sporty but safe
The Macan’s tech makes for a super sporty 

SUV and it’s up for a bit of mud plugging, too. 
What about safety? “Multi-collision accidents,” 

where a second collision follows the first, are 
bad news for the intactness of your limbs. 

That’s why the Macan automatically chucks on 
the anchors in the event of an accident. Clever.
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SUBSCRIBE

— OPTION TWO — 

ALL ACCESS
— OPTION ONE — 
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Packed full of the latest gadget 

news and reviews, delivered 
straight to your door for a special 

New Year price of just £13.99

For the tech fanatic that wants it 
all. Every edition is delivered 
straight to your door, iPad or 

Android tablet and iPhone, all for 
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M
y shopping cart contains one gram  

of pure uncut Peruvian cocaine, fifty 

tabs of Nintendo Mario All-Stars 

(MDMA ecstasy with pics of Luigi and pals 

pressed into the rear), a customised UK 

driving licence, a one terabyte hard drive 

containing more than 800 films, a fake 

Belgian passport, a stolen PayPal account 

login and password, a book of tips on how to 

grow magic mushrooms and a counterfeit 

supermarket voucher worth £100.

The familiar terror of waking up to an 

unopened Amazon email confirming the 

purchases made the night before, after an 

expensive post-pub online shopping spree,  

is nothing new. Yet a couple more clicks in 

Silk Road, the notorious marketplace on  

the seedy underside of the internet, and  

we’ll be dealing with a lot more than buyer’s 

remorse and a hangover come morning... «
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C:\>

#
GOOGLE CAN 
ACCESS ONLY 
0.03% OF THE 
INTERNET. THE 
REST IS A LAWLESS 
UNDERWORLD 
THAT IS BUT A FEW 
CLICKS AWAY. T3 
WADES THROUGH 
DRUGS, HITMEN 
AND A FISTFUL  
OF BITCOINS TO 
GO SHOPPING ON 
THE SILK ROAD

#
. _ >

Words_ 

Simon Parkin_

WEB UNDERWORLD

  



pressing issues of the day. In a world where our GPS-enabled 

smartphones are recording our exact whereabouts and we rarely stray 

from the unblinking gaze of a lens that is directly connected to the 

internet, from Xbox Kinect to the webcams on our laptops, the 

anonymity of Tor can seem very attractive. Your IP address and web 

usage there is supposedly untraceable. After all, not everything that 

goes on in the dark web is morally reprehensible, sometimes it’s just 

people looking for a little guaranteed privacy. 

There’s Onion Theories, a place where anonymous users can 

upload their conspiracies on a range of topics from UFOs to secret 

government agencies. Or there’s Beneath VT, a site that’s usefully 

mapped the steam-tunnel network that riddles the ground 

underneath Virginia Tech – along with the sage warning: “Do not try 

to enter the steam tunnels”. Then there’s ELIZA, a site that doles out 

free psychotherapy, a particularly valuable service for weary dark web 

surfers, going on what our eyes have seen. 

Of course, this level of privacy will always invite illegal activity and 

there’s certainly plenty of that on the dark web, too. We were offered 

assassinations performed by freelance hitmen who will bump off 

political figures and unwanted spouses – there’s a two-month lead 

time and a $12,000 fee. One site claims to be run by a team of rogue 

medical professionals who will carry out your chosen experiments  

on kidnapped homeless people, providing detailed reports of what 

happens to the test subjects as they’re subjected to new drugs. 

Are these genuine services or a malevolent parody? It can be 

difficult to tell in this seemingly lawless virtual domain where  

all transactions are carried out using Bitcoins, an untraceable 

crypto-currency, and where nobody uses their real name or, more 

importantly, their real IP address. But one thing is certain: here, on  

the underside of the internet, there are no limits when it comes to the 

depravity of the human imagination.

C:\> Browse

The best known dark website is Silk Road, an Amazon-style 

marketplace where users can buy and sell drugs, weapons, counterfeit 

money, stolen credit-card details and much more. Silk Road was  

shut down on October 2, 2013 following an FBI investigation into  

its alleged founder and chief operator, Ross William Ulbricht.  

Better known by his online handle “Dread Pirate Roberts”,  

Ulbricht was charged with a narcotics trafficking violation and  

with hiring a hitman to kill a Silk Road user, who had threatened to 

reveal the identities of the site’s sellers and customers. 

Dread Pirate has denied all charges, but if the profitability of the 

dark web was ever in any doubt, the FBI reports that it has seized 

144,000 Bitcoins from him, worth an estimated $28 million. The 

bureau also released data revealing that, there were approximately  

he dark web is a virtual 

underworld where Google’s prying index fingers cannot reach. It  

can only be accessed via a special browser and, supposedly, even the 

Sauron-like eye of the NSA cannot penetrate its walls. There are sites 

for all of the usual headline-grabbing perversions, such as a user that 

claims to have placed a hidden camera in his 18-year-old girlfriend’s 

bedroom that broadcasts a live feed – for a price. However, there are 

some more unusual ones, too, with one site dedicated entirely to 

hardcore erotic fiction involving tigers.

The dark web is deep and vast, but while a great deal of that 

submerged content is mundane – school networks, pay-sites, temp 

files and other digital flotsam and jetsam – other sites are hosted  

there specifically in order to evade indexing. The most popular portal 

to gain access is The Onion Router, better known as Tor, which is 

freely available for Windows, Mac and Linux. Tor can access all of  

the usual parts of the internet you see in Firefox et al, but also grants 

access to the otherwise un-navigable sites. Tor is the submarine that 

can take you down into the dark web abyss. 

C:\> Enter

Use of Tor has increased dramatically; in August 2013 downloads for 

the programme increased by 100 per cent. Why the sudden growth in 

interest? It can be no coincidence that it coincides with the revelations 

that the British and US governments have reportedly conspired to  

spy on our internet use, with online privacy becoming one of the most 

9 4  T3  F E B RUA RY 2 014

  



WEB UNDERWORLD

1.2 million transactions completed on the site between its launch  

in February 2011 and July 2013. Far from being some obscure  

niche-interest site, accessed by only a few drug users, Silk Road had 

become a thriving marketplace for illicit goods, used by hundreds  

of thousands of people around the world.

Just four weeks after Silk Road’s closure, a replacement – the 

imaginatively titled Silk Road 2.0 – launched. Yet many users remain 

unsure of its authenticity, fearing the site is being run by the FBI as a 

way to monitor criminal activity, even though it would be illegal for a 

US Government department to do so. But as time passes, Silk Road 2.0 

is gaining trust and popularity. We decided to see it for ourselves…

C:\> Search 

Unlike the visible internet, dark web URLs are generally composed of 

complicated, unmemorable strings of letters and numbers. The easiest 

way to find Tor-only websites is by using a Wiki that lists interesting 

websites, grouped by category – drugs, guns, sex, whistleblowing, 

email. These Wikis are often outdated and many of the listed sites no 

longer function, but in time you learn where the most useful launch 

points into the live dark web exist. 

Silk Road 2.0 itself is fairly easy to find (although we cannot list its 

URL here, as doing so could be seen as aiding criminal activity). On 

arrival at the site you’re asked for a username, a password and a 

four-digit pass-number in order to register an account. There’s no 

email verification to confirm the account, so once you’ve found a 

vacant username, the site opens quickly and without ceremony. You’re 

then met with a rousing opening message from the site’s owner, who 

has appropriated the Dread Pirate Roberts moniker used by Ulbricht. 

“It took the FBI two and a half years to do what they did,” it reads. 

“Divide, conquer and eliminate was their strategy, but four weeks of 

temporary silence is all they got. And as our resilient community 

bounces back even stronger than ever before, never forget that they 

can only ever seize assets – they can never arrest our spirit, our ideas 

or our passion, unless we let them. We will not let them.” The message 

to the authorities is clear: the dark web is out of your jurisdiction. 

C:\> Navigate

Getting around Silk Road 2.0 is straightforward. A sidebar lists the 

categories of products on sale, listed alphabetically – apart from 

“Drugs”, which sits at the top of the screen for ease of access. There 

are many types of substance available across the 3,000-odd products 

for sale in the category at time of writing: mossy cannabis, piles of 

Buried within the 
dark web you’ll find 
Silk Road, an illegal 
shoppers’ paradise

“Welcome, Brave 
Traveller, to Walter 
White’s emporium  
of plenty…”

«
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WE NEED TO TALK 
ABOUT SILK ROAD_

What is Silk Road?_

It’s an online black market, hidden in the deep, 

dark web, accessible only to registered users 

using a special browser, where people buy and 

sell illegal goods and services.

How long has it been around?_

The original Silk Road website launched in 

February 2011.

The original? So there are more?_

Yes. On October 2, 2013 the FBI arrested Silk 

Road’s alleged founder and chief operator Ross 

William Ulbricht and forcibly shut down the site. 

Four weeks later, Silk Road 2.0 was launched  

by another enterprising deep web user.

What do they sell?_

Mainly drugs, but also forged documents, stolen 

credit card details, weapons, art and books.

Will I get caught if I buy something there?_

There is always risk attached in an illegal 

transaction. Apropos of nothing: between 

February 2011 and July 2013 there were 1.2 

million transactions made on the site between 

146,946 buyers and 3,877 vendors. 

Can I pay with American Express?_

No, Silk Road uses the electronic currency 

Bitcoin, which is nearly impossible to trace.  

It’s also an extremely volatile market. You risk 

losing a mammoth amount of sterling by buying  

and trading this invisible Monopoly money.
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bright white hallucinogenic powders and innocuous-looking 

brown pills. Many of the photographs include handwritten notes in 

the shot, confirming the seller’s username as a sort of makeshift 

authentication, but there are also profiles with feedback to increase a 

buyer’s confidence. You quickly become desensitized to the veritable 

pharmacy on offer and it’s easy to forget the potential risks involved. 

For example, Dimethyltryptamine (better known as DMT) is widely 

available on Silk Road 2.0; in the UK, a person can be imprisoned for 

up to seven years simply for possessing the drug. If you’re found 

selling it, you face life imprisonment. 

It’s not only the drugs themselves that are sold here, though – you 

can also acquire the means to manufacture them. A guide to cooking 

amphetamine that covers everything from the apparatus you’ll need  

to the principles of good chemistry will set you back 0.13 Bitcoins (£64 

at time of writing) while a tablet press for making and branding your 

own pills costs 3.25 Bitcoins (£1,600). 

Sellers claiming to offer cheap Bitcoins abound and there are 

sections for forgeries – fake Rolex watches, fake perfume, fake 

passports – and “services”, which can describe anything from  

selling Facebook Likes to Instagram followers and, perhaps more 

usefully, lifetime Spotify and Netflix accounts. As entertaining and 

enlightening as browsing the Silk Road 2.0 store is, the questions 

occupying the mind of any genuine buyer handing over Bitcoins will 

be: “Will I ever see my goods?” and “Will I get caught?”

C:\> Protect

Ian Reynolds is one of Britain’s leading online security consultants 

and was recently hired to test network security at Buckingham Palace; 

he’s the Queen of England’s official hacker, if you will. Reynolds is 

employed by public and private sector customers to perform 

“penetration tests” – with a business card that carries the smirk-happy 

job description Penetration Tester – whereby he identifies security 

flaws in computer networks, apps and even buildings. 

For example, he will sometimes walk up to the smokers’ entrance 

of an institution dressed as a deliveryman carrying a large box, in the 

hope that someone will open the door for him, allowing him to bypass 

the security altogether. Once inside the building he will look for an 

unused meeting room and attempt to gain access to the network and 

then further the attack by compromising the Windows domain or 

surrounding infrastructure. We asked Reynolds, from a professional 

perspective, how secure Silk Road 2.0 is. 

“Using services such as Tor will provide a significant level of 

anonymity,” says Reynolds, “but ultimately, any time computers talk 

HOW TO STAY 
ANONYMOUS 
ONLINE

over the internet, ISPs and government agencies will be able to  

gather information, at least on a basic level, that the two machines 

communicated.” According to Reynolds this information can then be 

tied in with browser activity and other fingerprinting exercises to 

build up a full, online forensic profile of the user. “All it takes is for  

the encryption to be broken or for a government agency to infiltrate  

a specific network, maybe due to a criminal turning themselves in, to 

essentially negate Tor’s anonymity entirely,” he adds.

The original Silk Road boasted that it had a 97 per cent success rate 

in terms of completed transactions – with success being measured not 

just by payment, but also delivery of goods. Silk Road 2.0, however, is 

much younger and, therefore, there is far less certainty of its users’ 

reliability. How certain can a buyer be that they will ever receive  

their illegal goods purchased in good faith? “Bitcoin transactions are 

anonymous so there is always a strong possibility that a seller may  

«
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1_
Buy a laptop using cash. Install a Linux-Libro Distribution 
for the operating system and configure the machine to 
only ever connect to the internet via Tor.

2_
Use a different username and password on every 
forum you access and every site you use that requires 
registration. Use Tormail for sending email.

3_
Make use of the Pretty Good Privacy (PGP) program  
to encrypt all emails you send and files you create, plus 
all directories and disk partitions you use.

The deep web offers a certain level of 

internet anonymity, but if you want to go 

completely black ops – or Op Sec, as fellow 

dedicated online privacy advocates call  

it – you’ll need to follow these three steps…   
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not deliver the items purchased as there is essentially no hard 

evidence of the transaction,” explains Reynolds. 

Indeed, while it is possible to track the fact that a certain number  

of Bitcoins were sent to a specific Bitcoin wallet address on a certain 

date, it is almost impossible to identify the owner of any Bitcoin 

wallet. When buying illegal goods and services using Bitcoins you 

place your trust in an untraceable criminal. There is also the risk of 

your goods being intercepted by customs staff before they even get 

into the country. After all, the majority of wares available on Silk  

Road 2.0 are illegal in most countries. It’s no use going to Trading 

Standards if your deliver is late, or never shows up at all.

C:\> Go deeper

These potential issues – lack of trust, potential for arrest – have 

pushed some buyers and sellers into even more secure online 

environments, known as Darknets. These are peer-to-peer, members-

only, encrypted mesh networks. Darknet users’ computers are 

connected to other computers using encrypted VPN tunnels, with  

the isolation and encryption helping prevent eavesdropping by ISPs 

and government agencies. Network communications within the 

Darknet are “routed” through other members on the way to their  

final destination. It’s an illegal game of pass the parcel that means that 

at no time does the network traffic travel in any non-encrypted form 

over the public internet. 

Darknets may be safer from spying eyes, but they carry their own, 

very real risks. Populated by criminal gangs, paedophiles and other 

unsavoury members of society, the deep web is never a desirable place 

to hang out, but it could be putting your computer at risk.

“When you connect to a Darknet, you are essentially connecting 

your computer into a private network, similar to connecting your 

computer to a Local Area Network (LAN) in your home or office,” 

explains Reynolds. “Malware and hackers are highly prevalent and it 

is possible that any vulnerabilities that may exist on your computer 

will be exploited by malicious individuals, who may use the access 

you’ve allowed them to steal information, such as passwords, financial 

details or the contents of your Bitcoin wallet.”

Tor’s founders are eager to stress that their invention exists to 

protect individual’s security and freedoms, but in reality the dark web 

is the online Wild West. What about those of us who just want to avoid 

being spied on by the authorities on principle, for whom Silk Road  

and its successors are merely curios, rather than shopping haunts.  

Is there any way to guarantee anonymity without added danger? 

“Yes,” says Reynolds. “Do not use the internet at all.”

Peteris Sahurovs_
Reward_ Up to $50,000 for information
Wanted For_ Creating a computer virus 
that involved the online sale of fraudulent 
computer security programs and 
defrauded internet users out of more  
than $2 million

Alexsey Belan_
Reward_ Up to $100,000 for information
Wanted for_ Allegedly stealing the user 
data and the encrypted passwords of 
millions of accounts from three American 
eStores and then negotiated the sale of 
the illegal databases

Carlos Enrique 
Perez-Melara_
Reward_ Up to $50,000 for information
Wanted for_ Creation of Loverspy, a trojan 
capable of seizing email IDs, keystrokes 
and instant messages, as well as capturing 
video footage from the camera on the 
victim’s laptop or computer

Alexandr 
Sergeyevich Bobnev_

Reward_ Up to $50,000 for information
Wanted for_ Indicted for his alleged 
participation in a money laundering 
scheme involving unauthorized access 
to the accounts of a major provider of 
investment services. Bobnev is said to 
have wired or attempted to wire over 
$350,000 from compromised accounts

Andrey 
Nabilevich Taame_

Reward_ Up to $50,000 for information
Wanted for_ Alleged involvement in the 
unauthorized infection of malware on over 
four million computers located in more 
than 100 countries, which includes at least 
500,000 victims in the United States

Not a new Agent 47 
game on Steam, but  
a team of contract 
killers for hire

Guns don’t kill 
people, websites 
that don’t require 
firearms licences do

THE FBI’S CYBER 
MOST WANTED
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The Moto G is made by Motorola 
but the biggest influence here is 
Google, Moto’s owner and the 
main driver of the G’s Android 
OS. It takes the company’s 
Nexus concept of serving up 
top-quality hardware at low 
prices and really runs with it.

The result is a device that asks just how 

far you can push the boundaries of what is 

classed as a “budget” phone. The answer is 

likely to haunt Sony, Samsung, HTC and other 

Android rivals for some time to come.

To keep the price of a smartphone under 

£150, compromises have to be made, but the 

Moto G chooses exactly the right places to 

do so. First up, a curved back sidesteps the 

issue of bulk; it’s 11.6mm at its thickest point, 

but just 6mm at its thinnest. Combined with 

the matt back cover this makes it easy to 

hold, despite its 143g weight, and a reminder 

of just how convenient it is to have a phone 

you can hold and use with just one hand, 

something that’s increasingly been forgotten 

as smartphone screens get bigger and bigger.

Despite being mostly plastic, the build 

quality is great. The G feels 

well put together and able 

to take the odd tumble, 

giving the HTC One Mini a 

run for its money and easily 

trumping the Galaxy S4 Mini. 

Futhermore, a water-repellent 

coating provides protection 

against the British weather 

and spilled beverages.

In the US, Motorola 

offered almost limitless 

colour customisation of 

its America-only Moto X, 

and there’s a taste of that 

here too, with a choice 

of interchangeable back 

covers, in colours ranging 

from subtle to trendy. All are 

reassuringly hard to get off 

once attached.

Google’s Android 4.3 is 

presented all but unskinned 

–  a welcome sight, in our 

view, as Google’s collection 

of services is now so wide-

ranging that it can feel 

crowded when another UI is 

added over the top. 

Another handy advantage 

of unadorned Android is 

speed, and the Moto G flies 

along with nary a hint of 

lag. Motorola includes just 

two bespoke apps: Migrate, 

which helps you swap 

HEIGHT 130mm
WIDTH 66mm

 DEPTH 11.6mm
WEIGHT 143g

2

1
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{SPECIFICATION}

OS Android 4.3
SCREEN 4.5 inches, 

1280x720, 329ppi 
PROCESSOR/RAM 1.2GHz 
Qualcomm quadcore/1GB

REAR CAMERA  
5-meg/720p

FRONT CAMERA  
1.3-meg/720p

STORAGE 8GB or 16GB
CONNECTIVITY 21Mbps 3G, 

N Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0 LE, 
3.5mm audio

QUOTED BATTERY LIFE  
“Up to 24 hours mixed use”

{DIMENSIONS}
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your content from one phone to another, 

and Assist, a contextual app that changes 

notifications and alerts depending on time of 

day, appointments in your calendar and more. 

All of this is shown through the Moto G’s 

4.5-inch, 720p, 329ppi display. Immediately it’s 

clear that if any compromises were made, they 

weren’t in the screen department. Not only is 

it the best display in its class, it’s also arguably 

one of the best displays of its size, offering 

bright, vibrant colours and very black blacks. 

Motorola has also shoved two fingers up 

at its low-rent rivals when it comes to power. 

An impressive Qualcomm 1.2GHz quadcore 

processor means lag-free operation – and 

it should get even better when the G gets its 

promised upgrade to multi-tasking-friendlier 

Android KitKat in early 2014 – and no panic 

when HD video rears its head. 

That leaves the camera and storage to pick 

the short straws in the low-budget spec lottery. 

But while the rear-facing five-meg snapper is 

not going to go toe-to-toe with the iPhone 5S 

or Galaxy S4, it’s actually not that bad. Images 

in good light are surprisingly colourful and 

what the camera app lacks in stunning detail, it 

makes up for in ease of use and idiot-proofing. 

For straight-to-Facebook use, it’s great.

Storage is either 8GB or 16GB. That’s not 

amazing, and there’s no microSD slot, but 

you do get 50GB of Google Drive space, and 

Google Music, its storage-saving Spotify 

homage, is now well polished, and has the 

option to sync with your iTunes library.

The battery life from the 2070mAh cell 

is the industry-standard one day of “mixed 

use”, providing that mixed use isn’t 24 hours 

of Angry Birds, recording HD video and 

then streaming it via 3G – oh, that’s another 

compromise; there’s no 4G. You’ll need to plug 

it in the moment you get home, but it should 

survive the commute.

The Nexus 5 that LG knocked up for Google 

was an outstanding example of phone design. 

Rather than trying to cram everything in 

without thinking of the consequences, it sat 

down, listed all the features people actually 

need from a modern smartphone and then 

made sure it did them proficiently, relative 

to the amount they’ll be used. Now, Google 

subsidiary Motorola has done the same, at an 

even lower cost. 

A perfect example of how is the camera. 

Sacrificing megapixels presumably freed up 

budget, ensuring the Moto G excels in other 

areas, but does the camera feel like a tacked-

on compromise? Actually no. Considering 

all that many younger users – one of the key 

target markets for this phone – really use 

their cameras for is uploading heavily filtered 

photos to social media, it’s absolutely fit for 

purpose. If you want to blow those photos up 

{DETAILS}

1

MOTO SHELL

Choose from six colours 
and three styles: standard 
shell, magnetic Flip Shell 

with screen cover and 
drop-resisting Grip Shell 
with big rubber border

2

LOOKER

The crisp 4.5-inch HD 
display boasts 329ppi – 

the highest resolution in its 
class. Very bright and clear, 
it’s a marvel at this price

3

WATER REPELLENT

It’s not waterproof, but a 
special coating means 

liquid just runs off of the 
screen and body 

4

CAMERA

Moto’s super-easy camera 
app makes this five-meg a 
one-touch pleasure to use, 

with a good burst mode

4

3
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and hang them on your walls you might be 

out of luck, but we’d say that’s a pretty niche 

interest by now, old fella. 

Even better, in return for this not-unduly 

ruinous compromise, you get the best HD 

screen on any smartphone that isn’t a full-on 

flagship device costing two to three times 

as much. You also get a very fast quadcore 

processor to keep things buttery. 

If there’s one clear issue we have with 

the Moto G it’s the lack of 4G. We’re rapidly 

heading towards a market where 4G will be 

standard regardless of price. 

However, again, for many users, that will be 

a minor minus point. And when they consider 

they’re holding a phone with a stunning 

display, quadcore processor and, shortly, 

the latest version of Android, and all that 

cost them less than £160 – or presumably 

absolutely flap-all on contract – it’ll seem a 

very minor minus point indeed.

£135 (8GB), £159 (16GB), MOTOROLA.CO.UK

A KNOCKOUT SCREEN 
AND 1.2GHZ QUADCORE 
PROCESSOR FOR NAFF 
ALL DOSH. BARGAIN!

LOVE Brilliant 4.5-inch HD display. Google App suite 
is excellent. Stylish, sturdy build quality
HATE No 4G. Lacks storage, with no microSD slot
T3 SAYS Proof that innovation needn’t mean 
a high price, this is comfortably the best 
smartphone in its class

«

WWW FOR MORE REVIEWS GO TO T3.COM

Many so-called “affordable” phones are little cheaper than their flagship 
siblings but the Moto G is a genuine, copper-bottomed bargain. With a speedy 
processor, superb display and a design that won’t get you laughed out of the 
pub, it’s brilliant value for money. It’s also a great choice for those who like to 
flex a second handset – businessmen and adulterers, for instance.

{THE FINAL WORD}

LIBBY PLUMMER, REVIEWS EDITOR

{KILLER FEATURES}

ANDROID 4.4 KITKAT (COMING SOON TO THE MOTO G)

1 
INTELLIGENT CALLER ID

Don’t recognise a number? 
No worries; Google’s got 
your back. Searching 
through the Google 
Business Directory your 
phone will try and find a 
match and if successful will 
instantly display it on the 
screen. Cold callers are 
going to hate this intelligent 
and subtle feature. Good.

2
HANGOUTS

For those who rely on 
Google Chat for 
communication – we 
assume such people exist 
– Google’s new messaging 
app seamlessly shunts 
SMS, MMS and Google 
Hangouts into one place, 
showing both online Google 
contacts and normal ones 
that you actually use.

3
MULTI-TASKING

Particularly noticeable on 
lower-end smartphones, 
one of KitKat’s most useful 
new features is a serious 
multi-tasking speed bump. 
Clever memory 
management means you 
can now juggle more apps 
with less lag, even if your 
phone’s not rocking a 
titanic octocore chip.

{RIVALS}

LOW PRICES, HIGH STAKES…

 
MOTOROLA  
MOTO G

SAMSUNG  
GALAXY S4 MINI

GOOGLE  
NEXUS 5

PRICE/URL FROM £135,  

MOTOROLA.COM/UK

FROM £260, 

SAMSUNG.COM

FROM £299,  

GOOGLE.CO.UK

DISPLAY The 4.5-inch HD display’s 
329ppi beats many mid-range 
handsets and all £135 ones

A smaller 4.3-inch display 
than the G. The 540x860 
resolution is verging on poor

It’s big (4.95-inches), bold 
and has a faintly staggering 
445ppi/full-HD resolution

PROCESSOR Powerful 1.2GHz quadcore 
means apps fly with no OS 
lag whatsoever

The 1.7GHz dualcore isn’t 
great on paper but actually, 
the Mini does feel nippy

Hugely powerful 2.26GHz 
quadcore laughs in the face 
of apps and games

BATTERY You’ll get a full day as long  
as you don’t go overboard  
on the HD video and gaming

1900mAh again sounds small, 
but with the less demanding 
screen, it lasts all day

The 2300mAh battery seems 
large, but faces an uphill 
struggle to get you past 3pm

CAMERA Slightly grainy, five-meg 
images but snapping is 
undeniably very easy

The eight-meg sensor on the 
back is impressive indeed  
for a mid-price handset

A reasonable eight-meg cam. 
Google claims software 
updates will improve it

STORAGE 8 or 16GB plus 65GB of free 
Google Drive storage

Comes with 8GB or 16GB but 
adds handy microSD support

Choice of 16GB or 32GB. That 
should do for a while…

T3 VERDICT The best smartphone in its 
class, this bites at the ankles 
of the mid-range handset set

Not really “like the S4 but 
smaller” this is nonetheless  
a decent mid-range effort

Nexus 5 sits atop the Android 
pile, and takes on the iPhone 
for overall mobile supremacy

RATING
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360°R A T E D

The Moto G is cheap  
but, as you can see,  

it doesn’t look it

  



  



01

THE ROCK 

STARS

02

THE FLOP

LAST MONTH WE BROUGHT YOU EARBUDS, 

for those that prefer a more discreet, sporty 

listening experience. This month, we’re 

delivering full-on, unabashed sound with a 

side-order of thumping bass thanks to these 

on-ear super cans. Ranging in price from £40 

to £250 there’s an option for even the most 

cash-strapped audiophile. What they all have 

in common is a great look and sound.

WANT THE VERY BEST SOUND 
QUALITY AND A LOOK THAT SAYS 
“DON’T TALK TO ME, I’M LOST IN 
MUSIC”? WE HEAR YA…

Super 
’phones

WORDS DAN SUNG PHOTOGRAPHY PIXELEYES

02 THE FLOP 

SENNHEISER HD335S
£79, EN-UK.SENNHEISER.COM

There’s very little to love 
about these cans. 
They’re that drunken 
snog in a nightclub at 
2am that you’ll never 
remember. They look 
unremarkable and feel 
kind of cheap. We expect 
much more from audio 
experts Sennheiser.

The sound quality is 
competent, with the 
fairly flat soundscape 
masked by warm, deep 
bass. You never get the 

level of detail and depth 
that you deserve and the 
features are so-so. The 
large over-ear pads do a 
decent job of blocking 
ambient noise, the mic is 
good, the head-mounted 
volume switcher is okay, 
but nothing really wows. 
We’re not angry, we’re 
just disappointed.
T3 SAYS Unremarkable 
audio and cheap build

At just over 100 notes 
these offer handsome 
design, with nicely 
finished leather ear 
cups and a flexibly firm 
fit – if you wear glasses 
you will need to use the 
included Alcantara pads 
to avoid a headache. 

But though the look 
may be cosy, when it 
comes to the audio, 
they’re tuned for pure 
rock. The lifelike sound 
spurns heavy bass, 

instead delivering a 
beautifully Brit-pop 
crunch in the higher 
frequencies. The result 
is face-contorting, 
bone-crunching guitar 
solos that sing to your 
very soul. Not much fun 
if you’re into electronica, 
but an excellent buy for 
gentleman rockers.
T3 SAYS Born to rock, 
designed for comfort

01 THE ROCK STARS 

MUSIC FIDELIT Y MF-100
£119, MUSICFIDELITY.COM
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04

THE CHEAP 
THRILL 

05

THE DAD-ROCK 
CLASSIC

03

THE BIG-BUDGET 
HIT 

TEST
WINNER

05 THE DAD-ROCK CLASSIC 

DENON AH-D340 
£179, DENON.CO.UK

The Urbanears (above) a 
bit flash for your tastes? 
Want something that 
offers a classic look 
and unrivalled comfort? 
These cans are light and 
cushion your ears in a 
cloud of memory foam 
and black leather. The 
two-axis suspension 
on the ear cups means 
they’ll never clasp your 
head too tightly. 

Hit play and you’re 
treated to warm sound 

and precise detail from 
the 40mm drivers. 
Denon’s aiming these 
at audiophiles, so 
we’d expect nothing 
less. However, while 
beautifully balanced, the 
AH-D340s fall just short 
of brilliance. Perfect for 
dad rock, these cans are 
pricey but reliable.
T3 SAYS Plush, 
comfortable sound

WWW FOR MORE HEADPHONE REVIEWS GO TO T3.COM

03 THE BIG-BUDGET HIT 

MONSTER INSPIRATION
£250, MONSTERINSPIRATION.COM

If nothing more, the 
leather headband 
and ear cups of the 
super-luxe Monsters 
win them the award 
for best smelling cans 
on test. Urbanears 
aside, they out-dress 
the rest too, with a 
squared-off design and 
interchangeable colour 
choices. They fold up to 
pack away in your bag, 
with non-tangle cables 
and an in-line mic, too. 

So, do they sound 
good? At this price they 
should; lovely across 
the range, just a touch 
too heavy on the bass 
and a little weighty. They 
also boast active noise 
cancelling, but with such 
well-engineered noise 
isolation it’s almost 
surplus to requirements. 
T3 SAYS Flash, but with 
the goods to back it up

{FOCUS}

T3’S “WINTER BLUES” PLAYLIST

04 THE CHEAP THRILL 

URBANEARS HUMLAN
£45, URBANEARS.COM

The Humlans display the 
clever design expected 
from a Scando company, 
crafted from a flexible 
fabric-covered plastic so 
bendy you can squash 
them into the pocket of 
your skinny jeans and 
pull them out again 
without any damage 
sustained. Just.

It’s an impressive 
trick, but unfortunately 
the sound is just as 
squishy as the build. It’s 

balanced, admittedly, 
but it also feels like 
you’re listening through 
cotton wool. We love the 
style, the built-in mic and 
the 3.5mm ZoundPlug 
that allows a buddy to 
listen in, too. They are 
the worst sounding cans 
on test, but they’re also 
by far the cheapest.
T3 SAYS Clever design, 
slightly muffled sound

Silver And Gold (When I Get Like This) Detroit Cobras
Nine Below Zero Sonny Boy Williamson
My Last Christmas The Dirtbombs
Six Cold Feet The Gories
Walkin’ Blue Sonic Youth
In The Cold, Cold Night The White Stripes
When The Lights Go Out The Black Keys 
In From The Storm Jimi Hendrix
Twenty Years Of Snow Regina Spektor
New Year John Spencer Blues Explosion
I know I f**ked Up Darren Hayman
Winter Must Be Cold The Apples In Stereo
Icebound Stream Laura Veirs

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 10 5

Headphones R A T E D
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Looking to take advantage of 
the New Year deals? If so it’s 
best to aim big. We’re talking 
50+ inches of immaculate image 
quality paired with the very 
latest tech. These tellies aren’t 
just large, they’re smart too.

The current crop of fifty-somethings do 

more than ever before. With built-in Wi-Fi now 

standard issue they are the gatekeepers of 

living-room entertainment, offering on-

demand video, catch-up TV and apps for your 

Netflix, YouTube and BBC iPlayer accounts. All 

five TVs on test are class acts, but which is the 

real talent? Stay tuned for the results… «

Televisions

PHILIPS 
55PFL8008S

£1,900

SAMSUNG 
PS51F8500ST

£1,900

SONY BRAVIA 
KDL-55W905A

£1,899

PANASONIC 
VIERA 

TX-L55DT65
£1,599

LG 55LA740
£1,250
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F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 107WORDS STEVE MAY PHOTOGRAPHY NEIL GODWIN

{CONTENDERS}

The biggest and 
best televisions 
put to the test…

R A T E D

 The big
 screens
THE JANUARY SALES ARE HERE… 
TIME TO TREAT YOURSELF TO A 
FIFTY-INCH TELLY PACKED FULL 
OF ALL THE LATEST FEATURES
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1

DESIGN

Slimline bezel with a subtle 
green tint. It’s sure to 

induce jealousy

2

PICTURE

A Triluminos filter provides 
improved colour, while a 
beefy processor controls 

unwanted blurring

3

WEB TV

Limited catch-up, but 
Sony’s own on-demand 

services are a bonus

4

AUDIO

Downward firing speakers 
power sound into the room 
using this plastic reflector

LOVE Excellent picture performance. Distinctive 
design. Well connected. Top file support
HATE Limited catch-up TV. Single tuner
T3 SAYS A great-looking screen with outstanding 
image quality and few flashy extras

Big and beautiful, the Sony W90 
has nailed the basics

For an imposing 55 inches of screen, this 

Sony set is surprisingly elegant. The slimline 

aluminium bezel, with diamond cut edging, 

glints emerald when the light falls on it.

It’s a distinctive design, but the W90’s 

picture quality is the real beauty here. In 

terms of detail and dynamic punch, this TV 

is a knockout. Sony’s X-Reality Pro picture 

engine features an updated inventory of image 

enhancement algorithms that rarely look 

overly processed – this isn’t a set for tweakers, 

as these are so good there’s very little image 

adjustment required. Colour performance 

is also top notch and, despite the Triluminos 

branding, the set doesn’t require special 

source material to deliver searing hues. Blu-

rays and regular TV channels look equally rich 

and vibrant. The 800Hz Motionflow processor 

delivers crisp, blur-free motion, too. Even 

playing 3D there were few image artefacts.

Sony’s Smart TV portal, your door to 

on-demand and catch-up content, is now 

accessed via an Applications menu. Once 

you’re in, the Sony Entertainment Network is 

straight forward, but a little short on catch-up 

TV services. You do get admittance to Sony 

Video Unlimited and Music Unlimited – full 

SONY BRAVIA KDL-55W905A
£1,899, SONY.CO.UK

{SPECIFICATION}

SCREEN 55-inch, 
1080p LED LCD

TUNER Freeview HD, DVB-S2 
satellite tuner 

3D Active, 4x specs
CONNECTIONS 4x HDMI, 

Wi-Fi, 3x USB, Ethernet, NFC, 
CI slot, Scart, component

AUDIO 20W
WEB TV Sony Entertainment 

Network featuring BBC 
iPlayer, YouTube, Lovefilm, 
Netflix, Crackle and more

{DIMENSIONS}

HEIGHT 723mm
WIDTH 1,241mm

DEPTH 61mm
WEIGHT 19.7kg

{DETAILS}

details of both in the Web TV 

boxout, right. The set also 

supports Skype, although 

you’ll need to invest in a 

separate webcam and 

microphone, as there’s none 

built into the frame.

With the choice of a 

Freeview HD or DVB-S2 

satellite tuner, you can start 

watching straight away, but 

will need a separate set-top 

box to record shows. Four 

HDMI inputs leave plenty of 

space for consoles and NFC 

pairs easily with compatible 

phones and tablets to show 

holiday snaps and play 

games on the big screen. 

Other tellies on test offer 

more in the way of high-tech tricks – motion 

sensing, voice recognition etc – but on the 

Sony W90 image quality is king.

{WEB TV}

Sony 
Entertainment 

Network
The highlights are Sony’s 

Video Unlimited that offers 
blockbuster films to rent 
or buy, often before the 

likes of Lovefilm, and Music 
Unlimited which like its 
streaming rival Spotify 
costs £9.99 a month.

1

2 3 4
  



«
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All very high-tech and 

impressive, but what about 

picture quality? Well it’s fine, 

with a few caveats. Detail 

and colour fidelity impress, 

but there’s a distinct lack of 

deep blacks. The addition 

of 16-zone local dimming 

does favour shadow detail, 

but turn off the lights to 

watch a horror movie and 

you’ll struggle to see the 

gore. Panasonic’s Intelligent 

Frame Creation tech can 

also cause visible motion 

artefacts when cranked up.

Audio is on the thin side, 

too. You’ll need to budget 

extra cash for a soundbar. 

If Panasonic married its excellent My Home 

Screen and other bells and whistles with 

barnstorming image quality this set would be 

unstoppable. Instead it’s merely great.

LOVE My Home Screen is the best interface around. 
Dual tuners. Voice controls
HATE Limited detail on blacks. Thin audio
T3 SAYS This TV has plenty of high-tech tricks up 
its sleeve, but picture quality could be improved

{DIMENSIONS}

{SPECIFICATION}

SCREEN 55-inch, 1080p 
LED LCD

TUNER Twin Freeview HD and 
Freesat HD tuners 

3D Passive, 4x specs
CONNECTIONS 3x HDMI, 

Wi-Fi, 3x USB, digital optical, 
digital audio, Ethernet, CI slot, 

component and composite 
via adaptor
AUDIO 18W

WEB TV My Home Screen 
portal, featuring BBC iPlayer, 

YouTube, Netflix and more

The incredibly smart TV that 
makes things personal

Even in a test full of smart TVs the DT65’s 

IQ score stands out. Its user interface is a 

runaway winner, letting you set up individual 

home screens for each member of the family. 

These can then be customised to reflect what 

shows they watch and apps they use. It’s a TV 

that knows you. It’ll even let you upload your 

photograph of choice for the background. 

That’s not where the cleverness ends, 

though. There are also dual tuners for both 

Freeview HD and Freesat HD, which massively 

improves second-screen larks. You can stream 

channels direct to any smartphone or tablet 

running Panasonic’s Remote app, as well as 

timeshifting and recording shows without the 

need for a separate set-top box. 

Voice control is available if you want it. 

Commands are barked into the bundled 

Bluetooth Touch Pad controller – a lengthy list 

of preset phrases are available to control basic 

functionality. Accuracy is high, thanks to the 

silicon brawn of the set’s multi-core processor.

The DT65 also supports an updated iteration 

of Swipe & Share, for transferring pics and 

videos across DLNA. Other multimedia 

support is slightly less impressive, we had 

problems playing MKVs from a NAS drive.

HEIGHT 724mm
WIDTH 1,238mm

DEPTH 35mm
WEIGHT 21kg

1

DESIGN

Slimline bezel and a 
high-necked stand give the 

DT65 a graceful look 

2

PICTURE

Image clarity is generally 
okay, but take care with 

picture processing modes 
and black levels

3

WEB TV

Limited catch-up TV, but a 
superb interface makes 

what there is easy to find

4

AUDIO

Two 4W speakers and a 
10W sub fail to impress

{DETAILS}

PANASONIC VIERA TX-L55DT65
£1,599, PANASONIC.CO.UK

{WEB TV}

My Home 
Screen

Personalised access to the 
content and apps you like. 
The layout and ease of use 

deserves praise, but it 
could do with having more 

catch-up providers 
onboard. At the moment 
only Auntie is present.

T ETelevisions R A T E D

1

2 3 4
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{DIMENSIONS}

1

DESIGN

Distinctive flowing metal 
stand and chrome edged 

bezel look superb 

2

PICTURE

Dynamic images, with the 
deep blacks and great 

shadow detail you’d expect 
from a plasma screen

3

WEB TV

Only Samsung offers a full 
set of mainstream 

catch-up TV services

4

AUDIO

Audio performance is good 
enough, but this set 

warrants a 5.1 upgrade

HEIGHT 708mm  
WIDTH 1,190mm
DEPTH 55.4mm
WEIGHT 23.4kg

functionality for playing most 

multimedia files. You can 

upload content via USB, too. 

Two remote controls are 

provided, a fancy touch-pad 

and a standard IR model. 

The latter proved strangely 

directional, only working 

when pointed straight at the 

screen’s sensor. There’s voice 

and motion control available, 

as well. Very futuristic, but 

both are even more flaky 

than our dodgy test remote.

Its flowing metal stand 

looks great and Samsung has 

even included an evolution 

upgrade kit, which can be 

used to boost the processor 

and graphical capabilities in the future. If 

you’re sat in the right place on the sofa, this TV 

is exceptional. Sat in the cheap seats? It’s still 

very good. A sophisticated choice.

SAMSUNG PS51F8500ST
£1,900, SAMSUNG.CO.UK

{DETAILS}

Samsung keeps plasma alive, 
adding a few extra smarts

Rival Panasonic may have announced 

its intention to drop plasma in 2014, but 

Samsung’s ready to pick up the mantle, 

offering this 51-inch videophile pleaser. 

In true plasma form its image quality is 

outstanding, with top motion resolution, 

vibrant colours and brilliant black level 

performance. Deep blacks are supported 

by plenty of shadow detail, which adds a 

convincing depth to the picture. Step away 

from the set’s sweet spot, however, and there 

is a loss of brightness and contrast.   

Away from the visuals, you get Samsung’s 

class-leading Smart Hub. It may not be as well 

organised as Panasonic’s My Home Screen 

– in fact, it’s so densely packed it can take a 

lot of button pressing to find what you want 

– but it does offer the most comprehensive 

catalogue of catch-up and on-demand video 

on test. It boasts catch-up from all of the major 

terrestrial channels, plus Netflix, Lovefilm, 

Blinkbox and even the new BFI Player. 

Twin tuners for Freeview HD and Freesat 

HD mean you can timeshift and record all that 

content at will. If you can’t find what you’re 

looking for on any of the apps provided by 

Samsung there’s also Allshare multimedia 

{SPECIFICATION}

SCREEN 51-inch, 1080p 
plasma

TUNER Twin Freeview HD and 
satellite tuners

3D Active, 2x specs 
CONNECTIONS 4x HDMI, 

Wi-Fi, 3x USB, digital optical, 
digital audio, Ethernet, CI slot, 

component, Scart and 
composite via adaptor

AUDIO 20W
WEB TV Samsung Smart 

Hub, featuring BBC iPlayer, 
ITV Player, Demand 5, 4OD, 
YouTube, Netflix and more

{WEB TV}

Samsung 
Smart Hub

If it’s catch-up telly you’re 
after, nothing beats 

Samsung for choice. You 
get every terrestrial 

channel – BBC, ITV, 4 and 5 
– although finding it can 
be unduly complicated.

LOVE Deep, immersive images. Excellent motion 
resolution. Full complement of catch-up services
HATE Limited off-axis viewing
T3 SAYS Plasma fan-pleasing picture performance 
and more catch-up TV than most

«

1

2 3 4
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{DIMENSIONS}

1

DESIGN

Ambilight backlighting can 
give it a soft glow or tacky, 

all-out light display

2

PICTURE

Turn off most of the 
picture processing modes 
and you will be rewarded 
with great hi-def results 

3

WEB TV

Not much in the way of 
catch-up, but BBC iPlayer, 
Netflix and YouTube covers 

the basics

4

AUDIO

Surprisingly terrific sound 
despite the thin frame

HEIGHT 723mm
WIDTH 1,235mm
DEPTH 32.5mm
WEIGHT 19.5kg

and the dualcore processor 

makes flicking through 

available content speedy.

To partner the future cool 

of that Ambilight glow, you 

also get an ultra-modern 

remote control – one side 

looks fairly standard, the 

other has a QWERTY keypad 

for typing in film choices and 

a gyroscopic sensor. 

This Philips 8000 Series is 

an idiosyncratic proposition. 

Picture quality is actually 

very impressive, but gives 

you enough dodgy picture 

modes to wreck it with a 

few wrong choices. It looks 

smart, with an Ambilight glow 

and stainless steel claw of a stand, but its web 

TV portal is one of the weaker on test. A good, 

but not a glowing performance, then.

PHILIPS 55PFL8008S
£1,900, PHILIPS.CO.UK

{DETAILS}

Want a smart TV with an added 
light show? We found it…

Philips’ latest 55-inch screen includes the 

latest three-sided XL iteration of Ambilight, 

delivering brash, colourful lighting effects or 

the more tasteful Warm Light mode for a soft 

glow when watching movies. Used sparingly 

the effect is very pleasing.

Of course, Ambilight aside Philips TVs are 

notorious for their complexity and heavy-

handed picture processing, and this 8000 

Series model is really no different. It positively 

bristles with combative picture processing 

modes, most of which are best served by 

turning them off. Tip: Perfect Natural Motion 

mode is a misnomer, avoid it at all costs. Ignore 

the urge to tweak the picture and this set 

will reward you with crisp 1080p images and 

fabulous colour fidelity. Backlight uniformity is 

good too, with a decent level of shadow detail.

Looking for catch-up TV and on-demand 

content? There are tellies out there with a 

better choice. Much like the Panasonic set, this 

Philips only has catch-up TV from the Beeb, 

with ITV and 4OD ignored. You do get YouTube, 

Netflix and Blinkbox, plus excellent multimedia 

file support from USB and across a network. 

It’s all organised well. Nothing fancy afoot, but 

it’s easy to find your chosen shows and films 

{SPECIFICATION}

 SCREEN 55-inch 1080p LED
TUNER Freeview HD and 

generic satellite
3D Active, 2x specs 

CONNECTIONS 4x HDMI, 
Wi-Fi, 3x USB, Scart, 

digital optical, digital audio, 
Ethernet, CI slot

AUDIO 30W 
WEB TV Smart TV featuring 
YouTube, BBC iPlayer, Netflix, 

Blinkbox, Vimeo and more

{WEB TV}

Philips 
Smart TV

This web TV portal has 
vastly improved over the 

past year, with Netflix 
added alongside other 

handy apps. Unfortunately 
catch-up is still limited to 

just BBC iPlayer.

LOVE Three-sided Ambilight. Simple, minimalist 
design. Good audio performance
HATE Complicated picture modes could challenge 
your patience. Limited amount of catch-up
T3 SAYS A fantastic light show and a reasonably 
good smart TV if you ignore picture modes

T E D

«
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TO FIND OUT MORE AND BOOK YOUR TICKETS VISIT 
WWW.CYCLINGPLUSWEEKENDERS.COM

PEAK DISTRICT 
 Shrigley Hall Hotel  

 21-23 March 2014 

With the Peak District on the doorstep 

of this luxury hotel, there are stunning 

rides whichever way you turn.

SOUTH DOWNS  
 Norton Park Hotel  

 25-27 April 2014 

Winchester is just on the edge of the 

South Downs National Park, making 

this hotel the perfect base for riding.

COTSWOLDS  
 Heythrop Park Resort  

 16-18 May 2014 

Tackle the rolling hills of the 

Cotswolds from this beautiful 18th 

century country house hotel.

SPORTIVE  RIDING

CAMPS

IN ASSOCIATION WITH

PEAK DISTRICT

NEW FOR 2014! CYCLING PLUS WEEKENDERS ARE EXCLUSIVE RIDING WEEKENDS AT 
LUXURY HOTELS AT THE BEST LOCATIONS IN THE UK. JOIN US FOR BRILLIANT RIDES IN 

STUNNING COUNTRYSIDE, EXPERT ADVICE ON TRAINING, NUTRITION, INJURY 
PREVENTION, BIKE MAINTENANCE AND MUCH MORE...

OFFICIAL PARTNERS

NUTRITION PARTNERTR AINING PARTNERBIKES PARTNER
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1

DESIGN

A high-end slimline design 
and banner-like stand for a 

mid-priced telly

2

PICTURE

With vibrant colours and 
punchy dynamics, LG’s 

images are almost 
guaranteed to please

3

WEB TV

Includes catch-up from all 
TV channels and bonus 
apps like Sky’s Now TV

4

AUDIO

Crisp sound with depth. No 
soundbar required

LOVE Strong online offering. Solid HD performance. 
Top value for money
HATE Slightly muted blacks. Only one tuner
T3 SAYS The perfect balance between killer tech, 
abundant content and affordability

A very smart TV at a competitive 
price. It’s the wise choice…

This 55-inch tellybox may be the cheapest on 

test but it looks a treat, with a narrow bezel 

and sculptured pedestal. It also boasts enough 

features to not just compete with the other 

smart TVs on test, but better them.

Unlike models lower in the LG food chain, 

the LA740 comes with a fully tooled TruMotion 

processor that keeps fast motion crisp and 

gives HD images plenty of pop. The set’s black 

level may not be profoundly deep, but it is 

consistent and moody exteriors still retain 

shadow detail. Colours can easily oversaturate 

if you over-crank the control, but there’s a 

vibrancy here, which is borderline luscious. 

Note: careful of the Eco energy saving modes; 

go too green and brightness takes a hit.

LG’s connected Smart portal is a strong 

rival to Samsung, with a catch-up TV from all 

of the main terrestrial channels, plus notable 

extras, such as Now TV and Netflix. It’s all very 

well organised and easy to navigate – there’s 

also a recommendation engine “coming soon”, 

according to LG. Plus, it also offers great file 

compatibility from USB and across a network.

Want to watch live TV? There’s a Freeview 

HD tuner included. Just the one, though. No 

timeshifting or recording without the aid of a 

{SPECIFICATION}

SCREEN 55-inch 1080p LED
TUNER Freeview HD 
3D Passive, 6x specs

CONNECTIONS 3x HDMI, 
Wi-Fi, Scart, 3x USB, 

digital optical, digital audio, 
Ethernet, CI slot

AUDIO 24W
WEB TV LG Smart TV, 
featuring BBC iPlayer, 

YouTube, Now TV, Netflix, 
Vimeo and more

{DIMENSIONS}

HEIGHT 723mm
WIDTH 1,233mm
DEPTH 34.7mm
WEIGHT 20kg

{DETAILS}

set-top box. With the savings 

made on this TV you’ll be able 

to afford one, though.

In other tech news, there’s 

NFC for sharing content 

from compatible Android 

phones and passive 3D, with 

a whopping six pairs of specs 

included in the box. Gamers 

are treated to LG’s DualPlay 

viewing for simultaneous full-

screen, two-player play – the 

necessary specs for that are 

also in the box.

Completing this top-

quality spec is a surprisingly 

fullsome audio performance. 

Do avoid the Virtual Surround 

Plus mode, though, it makes 

everything sound strangely hollow.

Great image quality, a brilliant selection of 

web TV gubbins and tech to spare. The smart 

way to splash the cash in the January sales.

{WEB TV}

LG Smart TV
Only LG and Samsung have 

access to catch-up from 
every TV channel. LG goes 

one better with an 
exclusive Now TV app, 

offering Sky Sports (£9.99 
for a day pass) and Movies 

(£8.99 a month). 

LG 55LA740
£1,250, LG.COM

TEST
WINNER

1

2 3 4
  



1 
Design – Attractive metal 
banner-like stand and 
slimline bezel that looks 
more expensive than it is.

2 
Picture – Cracking 
motion resolution makes 
this a corking screen for 
sport with top colour.

3
Web TV – Now TV heads 
up a fine selection of 
premium apps, plus a full 
roster of catch-up telly.

4
DualPlay – Two gamers 
can play in full screen 
simultaneously with the 
supplied specs. Smart. 

5
Audio – Surprisingly 
good audio for a 
flatscreen, with pumping 
24W speakers.

6
Remote – LG’s Magic 
Controller works like a 
cursor for easier 
TV-based web browsing.

7
Network – Not fussy 
when it comes to support 
this plays most files from 
NAS drive or USB.

8
3D – Passive 3D tech 
with six sets of specs in 
the box. Wait for Gravity 
to be released, then don 
the specs.

9
NFC – Stick the free tab 
to a compatible phone/
tablet for easy pairing.

{REASONS}

Why the LG 
55LA740 is 
T3’s top telly…

These big-screen tellies – there’s nothing 
under 50 inches here – may take up a fair bit 
of space in your living room, but if you manage 
to bag one in the January sales, they shouldn’t 
make too big of a dent in your wallet. Keep 
your eyes peeled for online deals and you 
could score yourself a real bargain.

In fact, in the spirit of bargains, this 
month’s test winner is also the cheapest TV on 
test. With slick design, quality picture 
performance and one of the most densely 
packed web TV portals on test, the LG 
55LA740 isn’t cutting any corners, though. 

Hot on its heels is Sony’s 55-inch W90. Also 
a five-star product, but this time with a price 
tag to match. It may cost big bucks, but that 
extra outlay does buy you unrivalled picture 
quality plus a few nifty extras. 

There are no passengers on this test, with 
every telly offering something to catch 
everyone’s eye. Panasonic’s My Home Screen 
smart TV interface is superb, the best on test 
by a long shot, but its picture quality and 
selection of content loses it a star. Samsung’s 
plasma panel also impresses with deep, 
immersive images and superb motion 
handling, while Philips’ 55-inch gogglebox 
comes with its very own light show. 

{FINAL WORD}

IT’S THE RESULTS SHOW!

THE 

CONVERSATION 

Unbearably tense 
political paranoia-
fest starring Gene 
Hackman at his 
most twitchy. 

TUCKER AND DALE 

VS EVIL

This horror-comedy 
takes the side of the 
scary local hicks 
instead of their 
“victims” for once.

INSOMNIA

Oddly under-rated 
Chris Nolan thriller. 
Stars Al Pacino and 
Robin Williams – 
possibly that’s why 
it’s under-rated, 

LEGION

Truly atrocious post-
Biblical-apocalypse-
at-a-truckstop movie 
provides all the 
“so bad it’s good” 
chuckles your need.

PUNCH- 

DRUNK LOVE

Adam Sandler film 
that is, amazingly, 
poignant. Even more 
amazing: it’s also 
quite funny in places.

{EXTRA}

Netflix nuggets: selections from the omnipresent VOD service

T E DTelevisions R A T E D

SPEC
SHOT

F E B RUA RY 2 014 T3 1 14

MAKE AND MODEL

SONY BRAVIA 
KDL-55W905A 

PANASONIC VIERA 
TX-L55DT65

SAMSUNG 
PS51F8500ST

PHILIPS  
55PFL8008S

LG  
55LA740

PRICE, URL £1,899, SONY.CO.UK £1,599, PANASONIC.CO.UK £1,900, SAMSUNG.COM £1,900, PHILIPS.CO.UK £1,250, LG.COM

SCREEN 55-inch, 1080p LED LCD 55-inch, 1080p LED LCD 51-inch, 1080p plasma 55-inch 1080p LED 55-inch 1080p LED

TUNER Freeview HD, DVB-S2 satellite 2x Freeview HD and  
Freesat HD 

2x Freeview HD and satellite Freeview HD and satellite Freeview HD

3D Active, 4x specs Passive, 4x specs Active, 2x specs Active, 2x specs Passive, 6x specs 

CONNECTIONS 4x HDMI, Wi-Fi, 3x USB, 
Ethernet, NFC, CI slot,  
Scart, component

3x HDMI, Wi-Fi, 3x USB, digital 
optical, digital audio, 
Ethernet, CI slot, component 
and composite via adaptor

4x HDMI, Wi-Fi, 3x USB, digital 
optical, digital audio, Ethernet, 
CI slot, component, Scart and 
composite via adaptor

4x HDMI, Wi-Fi, 3x USB, Scart, 
digital optical, digital audio, 
Ethernet, CI slot

3x HDMI, Wi-Fi, Scart, 3x USB, 
digital optical, digital audio, 
Ethernet, CI slot

AUDIO 20W 18W 20W 30W 24W

WEB TV Sony Entertainment Network 
featuring BBC iPlayer, 
YouTube, Lovefilm, Netflix, 

My Home Screen portal, 
featuring BBC iPlayer, 
YouTube, Netflix and more

Samsung Smart Hub, 
featuring BBC iPlayer, ITV 
Player, Demand 5, 4OD, 

Smart TV featuring YouTube, 
BBC iPlayer, Netflix, Blinkbox, 
Vimeo and more

LG Smart TV, featuring BBC 
iPlayer, YouTube, Now TV, 
Netflix, Vimeo and more

DIMENSIONS 72x124x6.1cm/19.7kg 72x124x3.5cm/21kg 71x119x5.5cm/23.4kg 72x124x3.3cm/19.5kg 72x123x3.5cm/20kg

LOVE Excellent picture 
performance. Distinctive 
design. Well connected. 
Top file support

My Home Screen is the best 
interface around. Dual tuners. 
Voice controls

Deep, immersive images. 
Excellent motion resolution. 
Full complement of catch-up 
services onboard

Three-sided Ambilight. 
Simple, minimalist design. 
Good audio performance

Strong online offering. Solid 
HD performance. Top value 
for money

HATE Limited catch-up TV. 
Single tuner

Limited detail on blacks. 
Thin audio

Limited off-axis viewing Complicated picture modes 
challenge your patience

Slightly muted blacks. 
Only one tuner

T3 SAYS A great looking screen with 
outstanding image quality 
and few flashy extras

This TV has plenty of tricks 
up its sleeve, but picture 
quality could be improved

Plasma fan-pleasing picture 
performance and more 
catch-up TV than most

A fantastic light show and a 
reasonably good smart TV if 
you ignore picture modes

The perfect balance between 
killer tech, abundant content 
and affordability

RATING

  



LOVE Comfortable controls. Snappy Android 
experience. Micro SD and HDMI out
HATE Limited support for big titles. Screen isn’t full 
HD. Slow and boring games
T3 SAYS This updated Android portable console 
is better than the original, but only slightly

LOVE Simple to set up and use. Sub-free web TV content
HATE Inadequate media player. 4OD and iTV Player are missing
T3 SAYS A simple way to make your HD TV web-ready, but 
there's not much content straight out of the box

�

Hoping to heal the 
wounds inflicted by 
the disastrous 
Archos GamePad, 
the second-gen 
GamePad 2 packs a 
better screen, more 
respectable spec and 
GameLoft games.
That improved display has 

a 1280x800 resolution and 

will support 1080p output 

when connecting to an 

external display, while the 

1.6GHz quadcore processor and Mali 400 GPU 

are fast enough to juggle multiple Android apps 

from Google Play, stream video and play more 

graphically demanding games with nary a stutter. 

The GamePad’s controls have been vastly 

improved, although they’re still not up to the 

level of the PS Vita. There are more games on 

offer than before, with Archos hooking up with 

Gameloft to offer its full catalogue, consisting 

mainly of licensed movie-based games and 

homages to well-known console franchises. 

They’re all generally well made, if slightly 

soulless. You can use the controller with popular 

emulators, not that we would condone that. 

Expect seven hours of solid gaming per charge. 

This sequel is much better than the original 

and is one of the better Android consoles. By no 

means essential, but still rather fun.

The Roku 3 is the brand’s 
most advanced TV streamer 
yet. It’s faster than ever with 
added motion control for 
gaming, but with Sky virtually 
giving away its Roku-made 
Now TV with access to Sky 
Sports and Movies, is its own 
box still worth the cash? 
With a slimmed-down design and a five 

times faster processor, plus access to 

an abundance of internet TV channels 

and a smattering of games, this Roku can upgrade your 

TV – as long as its full-HD 1080p – to a smart TV. Premium 

services like Netflix, BBC iPlayer and Demand 5 are 

onboard, but you’ll get those built straight into many TVs 

– see our big screen test on p109. The rest of the offerings 

will likely go unused. The gaming highlights are Angry Birds 

and Namco classic Galaga. Hardly cutting-edge. 

Media compatibility is limited to MP4s and MKVs – and 

if your MKV downloads have AC3 encoded audio, they’ll 

need to be routed via an AV receiver for decoding. Image 

quality is dependant on both the channel being viewed and 

the speed of broadband available, but can be excellent, 

with tasty upscaling to 1080p. If you want a web upgrade 

to your HD TV, but don’t want to sign up to a subscription 

and are willing to fiddle a bit to get hold of more content, 

this is a good option. It’s like a more hackable Apple TV.

{SPECIFICATIONS}

OS Android 4.2 
DISPLAY 7-inch, 1280x800
PROCESSOR/RAM 1.6GHz 

quadcore A9/2GB
GPU Quadcore Mali 400 MP4 

STORAGE 8GB or 16GB, 
plus micro SD 

CONNECTIVITY USB 2.0, 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 3.5mm 

audio, mini HDMI
DIMENSIONS 

200.5x154x9.9mm/400g

FOR THE 
EXTENDED 
REVIEW 
HEAD TO 
T3.COM 

FOR THE 
EXTENDED 
REVIEW 
HEAD TO 
T3.COM 

{SPECIFICATIONS}

OUTPUT Up to 1080p
CONNECTIONS Wi-Fi, HDMI, 

USB, Ethernet, MicroSD
WEB TV Roku Channel Store 
includes Netflix, BBC iPlayer, 
Vimeo, Demand 5, Crackle, 

Spotify and more 
DIMENSIONS 

90x90x25mm/99g

ROKU 3
£100, ROKU.COM/UK

ARCHOS GAMEPAD 2
£179 (8GB), £220 (16GB), ARCHOS.COM

ReviewsR A T E D
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{THE BEST OF EVERYTHING}

Tablets p122 
Smartphones p123
Cameras p124
Computers p126
Gaming p127
Home audio p128 
Headphones p129 
Home entertainment p131 
Televisions p132
Accessories p134

Top tens THE place to start researching your 

next gadget-buying jaunt. For an even more 

up-to-the-minute snapshot of our latest wish 

lists, check out t3.com/best-gadgets. 

Scores The products featured in The Guide 

are reassessed regularly against what’s new, 

hip and happening. As a result, we will re-rate 

older products to reflect the current market. 

Prices We scour the web for the best prices 

we can find at trusted retailers. Even so, check 

the most up-to-date deals before getting out 

your Solo, Access or Diner’s Club card.
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1
AMAZON KINDLE 

PAPERWHITE

The best e-reader screen 
around, now backlit for 
late-night edification.
FROM £109, AMAZON.CO.UK

2
BARNES AND NOBLE 

NOOK GLOWLIGHT

Great, backlit screen. Book 
store rivals Amazon’s.
£49, BARNESANDNOBLE.COM

3
AMAZON KINDLE

The cheaper, lighter Kindle 
with an improved screen is 
a nailed-on bargain.
£69, AMAZON.CO.UK

4
KOBO AURA

A top-quality e-ink screen 
with added touch control 
and backlighting. Easy 
Facebook/Twitter sharing.
£120, WHSMITH.CO.UK

GOOGLE NEXUS 10
  £319, GOOGLE.COM/NEXUS, TESTED JANUARY 2013

APPLE IPAD AIR
  FROM £399, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

SONY XPERIA TABLET Z
  £399, SONY.CO.UK, TESTED AUGUST 2013

AMAZON KINDLE HD 8.9
  FROM £199, AMAZON.CO.UK, TESTED JUNE 2013

APPLE IPAD 2
 FROM £329, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2011

KINDLE FIRE HDX
 FROM £199, AMAZON.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

GOOGLE NEXUS 7
 FROM £199, GOOGLE.CO.UK, TESTED NOVEMBER 2013

APPLE IPAD MINI
 FROM £249, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED JANUARY 2013

NOKIA LUMIA 2520
 £399, NOKIA.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

APPLE IPAD MINI WITH RETINA 
 FROM £319, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

LOVE Stunning design. Blazing performance from the new 
A7 processor. Incredibly thin and lightweight
HATE No fingerprint sensor. Camera remains unchanged
T3 SAYS That big Retina screen. Those sleek, slimline 
looks. This is Apple’s best full-sized iPad yet
SPECIFICATIONS

OS iOS7 PROCESSOR A7 SCREEN 9.7-inch, 2048x1536 
STORAGE 16GB, 32GB, 64GB or 128GB

LOVE Slimline and waterproof, just like the Xperia Z 
smartphone. Solid spec list
HATE The screen delivers pale colours
T3 SAYS Thin, light and hard as nails, this is a real 
Android tablet contender
SPECIFICATIONS

OS Android 4.1 PROCESSOR 1.5GHz quadcore 
SCREEN 10.1-inch, 1920x1200 STORAGE 16GB, microSD

LOVE Very sharp screen. Easy to use, carousel-style interface 
with plenty of Lovefilm and Amazon content
HATE No 3G option. Limited app selection
T3 SAYS The best Kindle yet is faster and sharper, if not 
quite as portable, as its seven-inch sibling
SPECIFICATIONS

OS Android 4.0, customised by Amazon PROCESSOR 1.5GHz 
dualcore SCREEN 8.9-inch, 1920x1200 STORAGE 16GB/32GB

LOVE Decent battery, power and graphical oomph for its 
reduced price, with apps galore available. Thin, too… 
HATE Rear camera is poor. New iPad obviously better
T3 SAYS Slimmer and cheaper than the fourth-gen iPad, 
this is still a mighty alluring tablet in its own right
SPECIFICATIONS

OS iOS 7 PROCESSOR 1GHz dualcore  
SCREEN 9.7-inch, 1024x768 STORAGE 16GB, 32GB or 64GB

LOVE Simple operating system. Display has very high pixel 
density for crisp images. Mayday is always on hand to help
HATE Only approved apps. No rear camera
T3 SAYS Amazon’s tablet is smarter than ever, but still 
incredibly simple. Great family tablet
SPECIFICATIONS

OS Android 4.0, by Amazon PROCESSOR 2.2GHz quadcore 
SCREEN 7-inch, 1920x1200 STORAGE 16GB, 32GB or 64GB

LOVE Beautiful, high-res screen. Processing power boosted to 
1.5GHz. Lightweight, compact build. Very affordable 
HATE Lack of tablet-optimised apps
T3 SAYS The hardware is excellent, but there are too  
few tablet-specific Android apps to topple Apple
SPECIFICATIONS

OS Android 4.3 PROCESSOR 1.5GHz quadcore  
SCREEN 7.2-inch, 1920x1200 STORAGE 16GB or 32GB

LOVE The pocket-friendly, 7.9-inch screen with ultra-slim bezel 
looks fantastic and works great. 4G LTE version available
HATE No Retina Display. Now only in 16GB version
T3 SAYS Apple’s first miniature tablet can still turn 
heads, but it’s been beaten on specs
SPECIFICATIONS

OS iOS 7 PROCESSOR 1GHz dualcore  
SCREEN 7.9-inch, 1024x768 STORAGE 16GB

LOVE Tactile, attractive design. Speedy performance.
Nokia’s own-brand apps add to Windows 8.1
HATE Runs watered-down version of Windows 8.1
T3 SAYS This is not the most powerful Windows tablet 
on the market, but it is the best
SPECIFICATIONS

OS Windows 8.1 PROCESSOR 2.2GHz quadcore  
SCREEN 10.1-inch, 1920x1080 STORAGE 32GB

LOVE Retina screen. Speedy performance. More LTE bands and 
128GB option. Perfect size for everyday use
HATE Touch ID would have been nice, but not essential
T3 SAYS Apple’s smallest iPad is still its best, with specs 
that match the larger iPad Air
SPECIFICATIONS

OS iOS 7 PROCESSOR A7 SCREEN 7.9-inch, 2048x1536 
STORAGE 16GB, 32GB, 64GB or 128GB

03

04 09
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T3’s top four ebook readersTablets
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07

08

LOVE Outstanding, super-HD display. Jelly Bean OS is 
excellent. Smooth operation. Solid build
HATE Lack of dedicated tablet apps. No 3G option yet
T3 SAYS Like the Nexus 7 this gives power on the cheap, 
but lack of tablet-specific apps makes it less desirable
SPECIFICATIONS

OS Android 4.2 PROCESSOR 1.7GHz quadcore  
SCREEN 10.1-inch, 2560x1600 STORAGE16GB or 32GB
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LG G2
 £475, LG.COM/UK, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2013

SONY XPERIA Z1
 £570, SONYMOBILE.COM, TESTED DECEMBER 2013

HTC ONE
 £485, HTC.COM, TESTED JUNE 2013

GOOGLE NEXUS 5
 FROM £229, GOOGLE.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

APPLE IPHONE 5S
 FROM £549, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED DECEMBER 2013

SAMSUNG GALAXY S4
 £407, SAMSUNG.COM/UK, TESTED JULY 2013

LOVE Bright, detailed screen. Quadcore power
HATE Power/volume button on the back has dubious 
usefulness. Android isn’t as slick on this LG phone
T3 SAYS Offers a quadcore processor and top camera at 
a lower-than-average price
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 2.26GHz quadcore SCREEN 5.2-inch, 1920x1080
CAMERA 13-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB or 32GB

LOVE Powerful, stylish and well built. Superb camera and a 
large, high quality screen. Oh, and it’s waterproof to boot
HATE Too large and pricey for some, potentially 
T3 SAYS With awesome power in a slimline, sexy, water-
shunning case, this is Sony’s best smartphone ever
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 2.2GHz quadcore SCREEN 5-inch, 1920x1080
CAMERA 20.7-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB, microSD

LOVE Chic metallic design. A fantastic, innovative camera. 
Great audio, with front-facing speakers
HATE Average battery life. No expandable storage
T3 SAYS A thing of beauty with brains to match.  
T3’s Gadget of the Year 2013 and still a top Android
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 1.7GHz quadcore SCREEN 4.7-inch, 1920x1080
CAMERA 4-meg/1080p STORAGE 32GB or 64GB

LOVE Incredible 1080p display. Android KitKat operating 
system. Affordable price tag
HATE Average camera and no 64GB option
T3 SAYS The best ever Nexus phone is a top Android 
blower, offering a heck of a lot for not much dosh
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 2.3GHz quadcore SCREEN 4.95-inch, 1920x1080
CAMERA 8-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB or 32GB

LOVE Powerful processor. Slick iOS 7. Looks premium, even in 
gold. Touch ID. One of the best smartphone cameras around
HATE Pricing on higher-storage models is crazy
T3 SAYS The innovations and improvements here justify 
the price gap over Android rivals… just about… for now
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR A7 SCREEN 4-inch, 1136x640
CAMERA 8-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB, 32GB or 64GB

LOVE Spectacular, high-resolution display. Cool gesture 
features. New camera tricks. Generally sound all round
HATE Bit plasticky. Some features are a tad gimmicky
T3 SAYS Samsung’s best smartphone yet, even if it’s no 
longer quite the best Android money can buy
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 1.9GHz quadcore SCREEN 5-inch, 1920x1080
CAMERA 13-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB, microSD
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Smartphones
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APPLE IPHONE 5C
 FROM £469, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED DECEMBER 2013

SONY XPERIA Z ULTRA
 £596, SONYMOBILE.COM, TESTED DECEMBER 2013

MOTOROLA MOTO G
 FROM £135, MOTOROLA.CO.UK, TESTED FEBRUARY

NOKIA LUMIA 925
 £354, NOKIA.COM, TESTED SEPTEMBER 2013

LOVE 4G capability. Improved camera. iOS 7 looks good, works 
well and will improve as more apps support it. Cute colours
HATE Not “cheap” as anticipated
T3 SAYS It’s the iPhone 5 with a coloured back, at a very 
slightly lower price… And there’s not much wrong with that
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR A6 SCREEN 4-inch, 1136x640
CAMERA 8-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB or 32GB

LOVE Stellar display does justice to pics and vids shot on the 
equally fine camera. Bags of power. Slim despite huge screen
HATE It’ll be too large for some. Also by no means inexpensive
T3 SAYS Our current favourite massive-screened 
smartphone (although the Note 3 lurks in the wings…)
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 2.2GHz quadcore SCREEN 6.4-inch, 1920x1080
CAMERA 8-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB, microSD

LOVE Brilliant 4.5-inch HD display. google app suite is excellent. 
Stylish, sturdy build quality
HATE No 4G. Lacks storage, with no micro SD slot
T3 SAYS Proof that innovation needn’t mean a high price, 
this is comfortably the best budget smartphone
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 1.2GHz quadcore SCREEN 4.5-inch, 1280x720
CAMERA 5-meg/1080p STORAGE 8GB or 16GB

LOVE A pared down, cool, stylish phone with a pared down, 
cool, stylish OS. Excellent camera
HATE WP8 still lacks apps. Battery could be better
T3 SAYS Nokia’s best Windows Phone to date. A few more 
apps and this would be a real contender
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR 1.5GHz dualcore SCREEN 4.5-inch, 1280x720
CAMERA 8.7-meg/1080p STORAGE 16GB

{BUYING TIPS}

Serious phone photography

1
SMARTPHONE 

TIME-LAPSE TURNTABLE

Place in the middle of a 
party for full, 360-degree 
panoramas. It carries on 
shooting while you drink…
£20, FIREBOX.COM

2
KLYP ML240 LED

Clip this super-flattering 
flash to its iPhone case.
£80, MANFROTTO.CO.UK

3
WOXOM SLINGSHOT

Universal smartphone 
stand that you can mount 
on any tripod.
$20, WOXOM.COM

4
SWIVL

Put phone in dock. Attach 
motion sensor to person. 
Your phone will now track 
and film your movements.
$199, SWIVL.COM

TheGuide
{THE BEST OF EVERYTHING}
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TheGuide
{THE BEST OF EVERYTHING}

APPLE MACBOOK PRO WITH 
RETINA DISPLAY 13-INCH

 £1,249, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

HP SPECTRE XT
 £949, HP.COM/UK, TESTED MARCH 2013

DELL INSPIRON 15
 £579, DELL.COM, TESTED OCTOBER 2013

ACER C7 CHROMEBOOK
 £199, ACER.CO.UK, TESTED MARCH 2013

DELL XPS 13 ULTRABOOK
 £945, DELL.CO.UK, TESTED APRIL 2012

SONY VAIO DUO 13
 £1,180, SONY.CO.UK, TESTED DECEMBER 2013

ASUS VIVOBOOK S200
 £400, ASUS.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2013

ASUS ZENBOOK UX32A
 £671, UK.ASUS.COM, TESTED NOVEMBER 2012

APPLE MACBOOK AIR
 FROM £849, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED SEPTEMBER 2013

DELL XPS 15
 FROM £949, DELL.CO.UK, TESTED OCTOBER 2012

LOVE Thinner, lighter, with more storage space packed inside
HATE Prone to overheating. Battery life’s not brilliant
T3 SAYS The new MacBook Pro is better and cheaper
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 13-inch, 2560x1600 PROCESSOR/RAM Core i5 
2.4GHz/8GB STORAGE 256GB SSD QUOTED BATTERY 9hrs

LOVE Attractive and sturdy all-metal design. Seriously thin and 
portable. Great battery life. Beats Audio. Reasonably priced
HATE Tricky touchpad. Screen could be better
T3 SAYS The smartest ultrabook. What it lacks in power 
it makes up for with style and portability
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 13.3-inch, 1366x768 PROCESSOR/RAM Core i5 
1.7GHz/4GB STORAGE 128GB SSD QUOTED BATTERY 7.5hrs

LOVE Workmanlike spec and a solid build. Responsive 
touchscreen for Windows 8. Decent keyboard. Cheap as chips
HATE It’s neither light nor pretty
T3 SAYS Dell’s budget laptop is great for everyone from 
skint students to silver surfers
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 15.6-inch, 1366x768 PROCESSOR/RAM Pentium 
1.8GHz/4GB STORAGE 500GB QUOTED BATTERY 6hrs

LOVE Incredible price tag. Decent screen and acceptable 
processor. 100GB of cloud storage
HATE Chrome OS lacks support. Requires web connection
T3 SAYS Incredible cheapness makes this a good second 
machine, or one for undemanding users
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 11.6-inch, 1366x768 PROCESSOR/RAM 1.1GHz Intel 
dualcore/2GB STORAGE 320GB HDD QUOTED BATTERY 3hrs

LOVE Core i7 processor and 256GB solid state drive create  
a quick performer. Gorilla Glass screen. Comfy keyboard
HATE Fewer connections than our #2, the XPS 15
T3 SAYS With its slinky aluminium case, this is another 
credible, Windows-based MacBook alternative from Dell
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 13-inch, 1366x768 PROCESSOR/RAM Core i7  
1.9GHz/8GB STORAGE 256GB SSD QUOTED BATTERY 8.5hrs

LOVE Slimline Windows 8 hybrid. Fantastic touchscreen and 
enough battery to make it through the day
HATE Lack of storage for that crazy price tag
T3 SAYS Got money to burn on an overpriced Windows 8 
hybrid? This is the swankiest one around
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 13.3-inch, 1920x1080 PROCESSOR/RAM 1.6GHz 
i5/4GB STORAGE 128GB SSD QUOTED BATTERY 10hrs

LOVE Responsive touchscreen. Compact design
HATE Overly heavy, underpowered and the screen looks dull. 
Battery manages just three hours of heavy use
T3 SAYS An affordable Windows 8 laptop, but corners 
have been cut here
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 11.6-inch, 1366x768 PROCESSOR/RAM 1.8GHz 
i3/2GB STORAGE 500GB HDD QUOTED BATTERY Not quoted

LOVE Slimline design. Solid specifications, although  
admittedly not outstanding
HATE Relatively poor battery life
T3 SAYS Attractive and powerful, this Zenbook is a very 
solid, good-VFM option that also has a touch of style 
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 13.3-inch, 1600x900 PROCESSOR/RAM Core i5 
1.4GHz/4GB STORAGE 500GB HDD QUOTED BATTERY 7hrs

LOVE Slimline looks, great battery life, cheaper than last year’s 
mode, comes in 11- and 13-inch sizes. Now with Mavericks.
HATE No Retina Display
T3 SAYS The world’s best, ultra-portable laptops 
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 11.6-inch, 1366x768/13.3-inch, 1440x900 
PROCESSOR/RAM Core i5 1.3GHz/4GB STORAGE 128GB  
or 256GB SSD QUOTED BATTERY 9 hours/12 hours

LOVE Amazing screen. Excellent build quality. Top performer 
thanks to powerful processor and graphics card. Good VFM
HATE Weighty. No SSD
T3 SAYS An incredibly powerful laptop for the price. 
Still gives most MacBooks a run for their money
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 15.3-inch, 1920x1080 PROCESSOR/RAM Core i7 
2.1GHz/8GB STORAGE 1TB HDD QUOTED BATTERY 8hrs 

Computers
{BUYING TIPS}

T3’s top four desktop all-in-ones

1 
APPLE IMAC

Optimum combo of style 
and spec. A 2.7GHz i5 and 
1TB HDD come as standard.
FROM £1,099, APPLE.COM/UK

2 
SONY VAIO TAP 20

A touchscreen Windows 8 
all-in-one whose screen 
detaches to become a 
hulking, 20-inch tablet.
£1,000, SONY.CO.UK

3 
DELL XPS ONE 27

Windows 8 looks great on 
the 27-inch touchscreen. 
Apple-rivalling spec and a 
Blu-ray drive thrown in.
FROM £1,399, DELL.CO.UK

4 
TOSHIBA LX830-11D

Solid all-in-one moonlights 
as a Freeview recorder  
and DVD player.
£759, TOSHIBA.CO.UK 
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{THE BEST OF EVERYTHING}

APPLE IPOD TOUCH 
 FROM £199, APPLE.COM/UK, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2012

MICROSOFT XBOX 360 250GB
 £170, XBOX.CO.UK, TESTED NOVEMBER 2011

CHILLBLAST FUSION FIRESTORM
 £1,415, CHILLBLAST.CO.UK, TESTED DECEMBER 2012

PLAYSTATION VITA
 £150, UK.PLAYSTATION.COM, TESTED MARCH 2012

ALIENWARE 14
 £1,099, ALIENWARE.COM, TESTED DECEMBER 2013

NINTENDO WII U PREMIUM
 £250, NINTENDO.CO.UK, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2012

SONY PLAYSTATION 4
 £350, UK.PLAYSTATION.COM, TESTED JANUARY 2014

SONY PS3 SUPER SLIM
 £209, UK.PLAYSTATION.COM, TESTED JANUARY 2013

MICROSOFT XBOX ONE
 £430, XBOX.COM, TESTED JANUARY 2014

NINTENDO 3DS XL
 £198, NINTENDO.CO.UK, TESTED OCTOBER 2012

LOVE Beautifully designed and newly colourful. Bigger,  
bolder Retina Display. A5 processor and now iOS 7
HATE Pricey, especially for the 64GB model
T3 SAYS A modern gaming portable that’s spawned  
a new generation of games and gamers. Now with iOS 7
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 4-inch, 1136x640 touchscreen CONNECTIVITY 
N Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0 BATTERY 8hrs (video), 40 hrs (audio)

LOVE Still a powerful gaming machine. There are still enough 
big current-gen games to keep you amused
HATE No Blu-ray. About 97 in gadget years
T3 SAYS A slick and powerful games and media machine. 
It’s been outgunned, but it’s still hanging on for now 
SPECIFICATIONS

STORAGE 4GB BLU-RAY/DVD No/Yes 
CONNECTIVITY HDMI, 5x USB, ethernet, N Wi-Fi, AV out

LOVE Powerful i5 processor overclocked to 4.8GHz and  
Nvidia GTX 680 graphics deliver fast, fluid gameplay
HATE Expensive… but worth it
T3 SAYS Bone-crushing specs for serious PC gamers
SPECIFICATIONS

PROCESSOR Core i5 4.8GHz GRAPHICS 2x Nvidia GTX 680 
RAM/STORAGE 16GB/2TB HDD and 240GB SSD 
CONNECTIVITY 10x USB, 3x HDMI, DVI, VGA, ethernet

LOVE Quality five-inch OLED touchscreen and quadcore power. 
Dual analogue controls. Good games. PS4’s new best-pal?
HATE Pricey games and memory cards. Battery life only fair
T3 SAYS The best, most powerful handheld yet, though 
the high running costs may put off less hardcore fraggles
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 5-inch, 960x544 OLED touchscreen CONNECTIVITY 
N Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1, USB, SD, NFC BATTERY 5 hours

LOVE Fantastic performance for the money. 1080p screen is 
one of the best we’ve seen. Great build and connectivity
HATE Hefty. Have to restart to change graphics modes 
T3 SAYS Powerful, well built, portable-ish… A winner!
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 14-inch, 1920x1080 LCD PROCESSOR Core i7 
3.4GHz GRAPHICS Nvidia GeForce GTX 765M 2GB RAM/
STORAGE 8GB/750GB BATTERY LIFE (GAMING) 1 hour

LOVE Genuinely innovative platform. Tactile, useful  
GamePad. Full-HD graphics at last for Mario and co
HATE Pricey, needs games (ideally exclusive ones)
T3 SAYS Nintendo’s again reinvented the way we play.  
Yet while this has potential, it needs killer games badly
SPECIFICATIONS

STORAGE 32GB CONNECTIVITY N Wi-Fi, 4x USB, HDMI, NFC 
GAMEPAD Touchcreen 6.2-inch, 854x480 BATTERY 3-5 hours

LOVE Incredibly powerful spec. Great new controller. The most 
stylishly designed next-gen console
HATE Not backwards compatible. Light on media compatibility
T3 SAYS Stunningly powerful and stylishly built. The 
potential’s there, but currently the games aren’t
SPECIFICATIONS

STORAGE 500GB BLU-RAY/DVD Yes/Yes CONNECTIVITY 2x 
USB 3.0, N Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1, HDMI, optical audio, ethernet

LOVE A Blu-ray player, media server that’s 3D-ready and 
supports the rather nifty Move controller (£24). Oh, and you  
can play games on it, too, with some very good exclusives
HATE Horrid plasticky quality to latest model
T3 SAYS Great film/gaming option if you can bear the build 
SPECIFICATIONS

STORAGE 320GB BLU-RAY/DVD Yes/Yes 
CONNECTIVITY HDMI, 2x USB, ethernet, G Wi-Fi, AV out

LOVE Massively powerful spec. Vastly improved functionality 
and interface. Oodles of potential
HATE Brutish design. Lack of launch titles. Eye-watering price tag
T3 SAYS This completely outguns the Xbox 360 in terms of 
spec and will soon overtake it when better games arrive 
SPECIFICATIONS

STORAGE 500GB BLU-RAY/DVD Yes/Yes CONNECTIVITY 3x 
USB 3.0, N Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1, HDMI, ethernet, optical audio

LOVE Bigger screens look great and the 3D sweet spot is much 
larger. Curved design is very ergonomic. Boosted battery life
HATE Looks a bit cheap. Heft is cumbersome. No AC adaptor
T3 SAYS Ace handheld, with big screens and game range 
that impresses, but little incentive to upgrade from 3DS
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 4.88-inch 800x240 3D/4.18-inch 320x240 touch 
CONNECTIVITY G Wi-Fi, 3.5mm audio BATTERY 4 hours

1 
WWE 2K14

This season pass gifts 
players three packs in Jan, 
including wrestling 
legends and new moves.
£16, PC, PS3 AND XBOX 360

2 
THE LAST OF US

Left Behind story DLC 
shifts focus to Ellie, the 
game’s female protagonist.
£TBC, PS3

3 
CALL OF DUTY: GHOSTS

First map pack for 
Activision’s Xbox One 
exclusive shooter.
£TBC, XBOX ONE

4 
BATMAN: ARKHAM 

ORIGINS

Return to Gotham, with a 
new story based on one of 
Batman’s key relationships.
£TBC, PC, PS3, WII U, XBOX 360

{CONTENT}

DLC packs for the new year
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PHILIPS AW9000
  £450, PHILIPS.CO.UK, TESTED FEBRUARY 2013

BOWERS & WILKINS A5 
  £399, BOWERS-WILKINS.CO.UK, TESTED FEBRUARY 2013

SONOS PLAY:5
  £349, SONOS.COM, TESTED MARCH 2010

PHILIPS FIDELIO SOUNDSPHERE
  £430, PHILIPS.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2012

PIONEER X-SMC3
  £135, PIONEER.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2012

DENON CEOL PICCOLO
  £269 WITHOUT SPEAKERS, £319 WITH, DENON.CO.UK, 

TESTED FEBRUARY 2013

CAMBRIDGE AUDIO MINX AIR 100
  £330, CAMBRIDGEAUDIO.COM, TESTED MAY 2013

LOVE Six high-class drivers deliver outstanding sound quality, 
while the wood veneer speakers look classy
HATE DLNA set-up needs to be made simpler
T3 SAYS Buxom chunks of wireless sonic bliss. A fine 
alternative to the one-box streaming norm
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 100W CONNECTIVITY N Wi-Fi, analogue, digital 
coaxial, digital optical, 3.5mm in SIZE 300x210x350mm

LOVE Unfussy design and highly impressive sound. New app 
makes iTunes syncing easy
HATE Bass wobbles at higher volumes
T3 SAYS Elegant audio executed excellently. The A5 is 
the little black dress of speakers
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 4x 20W CONNECTIVITY Wi-Fi, auxiliary analogue, 
Ethernet, AirPlay, 3.5mm out SIZE 300x180x120mm

LOVE Superb, multi-room sound. Spotify and Last.FM support. 
You can control it all using your smartphone
HATE Go properly multi-room and the costs pile up
T3 SAYS A simple, effective and classy way to pump  
well-rounded audio into every room 
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER N/A CONNECTIVITY Wireless, ethernet (Sonos 
proprietary streaming), line in SIZE 217x365x123mm

LOVE Powerful and articulate 100W sound, a classy design  
and a strong wireless connection for AirPlay streaming.  
Add the free Fidelio app and you get internet radio, too
HATE No LCD display means setup is awkward
T3 SAYS Quality speakers with added AirPlay? Love it
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 2x 50W CONNECTIVITY Line in, AirPlay
SIZE 265x410mm

LOVE AirPlay and DLNA streaming, USB media playback  
and internet radio, plus excellent audio quality
HATE Not much of a looker
T3 SAYS A no-nonsense slab of audio power, with a 
massive dose of features for not much money
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 40W CONNECTIVITY USB, ethernet, AirPlay,  
line in, RCA SIZE 520x218x155mm

LOVE Denon’s ditched the original Ceol’s CD player but kept 
AirPlay, an iPod dock, 24-bit support and web radio
HATE Very dull looks
T3 SAYS Multi-format mini marvel at a decent price
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 2x 65W CONNECTIVITY Wi-Fi, USB, optical in, audio 
in, AirPlay, 3.5mm out SIZE 180x90x234mm

LOVE Powerful, detailed sound quality. AirPlay and Bluetooth 
connectivity. Rugged, sleek design. Handy web radio buttons
HATE Multi-room is less straightforward than on Sonos
T3 SAYS Sounds great and packs more features than  
any other wireless speaker system on the market
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 100W CONNECTIVITY Wi-Fi, AirPlay, Bluetooth, 
RCA, 3.5mm SIZE 354x182x118mm

PURE JONGO S3
  £158, PURE.COM, TESTED JULY 2013

SONOS PLAY:1
  £169, SONOS.COM, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2013

SAMSUNG DA-E750
  £400, SAMSUNG.COM/UK, TESTED DECEMBER 2012

LOVE Good sound for the cost. Decent battery life. Can be 
linked for an easy, wireless multi-room system
HATE Fiddly Wi-Fi syncing
T3 SAYS Better-than-average sound in a compact 
package, the S3 is a great introduction to multi-room
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 4x 2.5W + 10W CONNECTIVITY G Wi-Fi, Bluetooth via 
USB dongle, ethernet, 3.5mm audio in SIZE 131x139x135mm

LOVE Great design. An affordable way to begin a Sonos 
multi-room setup
HATE It’s mono. Adding more zones can get pricey
T3 SAYS The cheapest way to get Sonos sounds good, but 
you’ll want more than one for better-than-good audio
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER Not quoted CONNECTIVITY Ethernet, SonosNet 2.0 
wireless, power SIZE 120x120x161mm

LOVE Crisp, punchy sound quality with built-in valve 
amplification. Android/Apple docking, DLNA, Bluetooth
HATE USB playback is hit and miss. Quite pricey
T3 SAYS Stunning sound quality without Apple or 
Android prejudice. A wireless dock everyone can enjoy
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 100W CONNECTIVITY AirPlay, AllShare Play, iOS/
Android dock, Bluetooth 3.0, Wi-Fi, USB SIZE 450x148x240mm
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{BUYING TIPS}

The best portable speakers

1 
JAWBONE JAMBOX/MINI

Small, brightly coloured 
and great sound quality. 
Bluetooth pairing is easy 
and reliable, too. Winners!
£124, £150 MINI, JAWBONE.COM

2 
LOEWE SPEAKER 2GO

Incredible sound quality 
with size-defying bass and 
top clarity. Pricey, though.
£269, LOEWE.TV/UK

3 
JABRA SOLEMATE

Trainer-like design won’t 
suit all tastes but this sure 
is a loud speaker-cum-shoe.
£100, JABRA.COM

4 
DAMSON OYSTER

This 3D speaker pushes 
the bass to the fore. Ideal 
for rave dads on the Costa. 
£180, DAMSONAUDIO.COM
MORE MINI-SPEAKERS ON P148…
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Headphones
1
APPLE IPOD TOUCH

A quality combo of music, 
apps and games. Latest 
version is better than ever, 
and more colourful.
FROM £249, APPLE.COM/UK

2
APPLE IPOD NANO

New, larger 2.5-inch 
touchscreen. Now only 
available as 16GB model.
£129, APPLE.COM/UK

3
SAMSUNG GALAXY S 

WI-FI 5.0

Excellent, Android-powered 
PMP with Google Play.
£250, SAMSUNG.COM/UK

4
SONY WALKMAN 

NWZ-E474

Clear audio and 36 hours 
playback. Just 8GB storage 
and a dated look, though.
£79, SONY.CO.UK

PHILIPS FIDELIO L1
  £140, PHILIPS.CO.UK, TESTED JUNE 2012

FOCAL SPIRIT ONE
  £139, FOCAL.COM, TESTED SEPTEMBER 2013

B&W P7
  £330, BOWERS-WILKINS.CO.UK, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2013

SENNHEISER MOMENTUM
  £260, SENNHEISER.COM, TESTED OCTOBER 2013

PARROT ZIK DESIGN BY STARCK
  £240, PARROT.COM, TESTED NOVEMBER 2012

KEF M500
  £250, KEF.COM, TESTED AUGUST 2013

B&W P3
  £169, BOWERS-WILKINS.CO.UK, TESTED SEPTEMBER 2012

LOVE Clear, transparent audio with meaty bass and nicely  
retro stylings. An anti-tangle cord adds further niceness
HATE Easy-going sound may not please everyone
T3 SAYS Super comfort and the highest audio quality, 
now available greatly discounted from original RRP
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 26 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 10-25 000Hz 
CORD LENGTH 1.1m

LOVE Punchy sound with well-balanced bass. Compact, 
foldable design. Minimum sound leakage
HATE Chunky looks, premium price
T3 SAYS Balanced sound, beautiful style and tough 
enough to travel, too. Great all-round cans
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 32 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 6-22KHz 
CORD LENGTH 1.2m

LOVE Superb sound reproduction modelled on high-end hi-fi 
speakers. Comfortable, premium build
HATE Bit big for regular commuting
T3 SAYS B&W’s over-ears are luxurious in both sound 
and build quality, but a touch too pricey
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 22 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 10Hz-20KHz 
CORD LENGTH 1.2m

LOVE Great sound. Excellent build quality. Very comfortable 
indeed with minimal sound leakage
HATE Monster carry case. Hefty size and price
T3 SAYS Robust build, lightweight design and comfy 
earcups make these great for music lovers on the move
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 18 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 16-22,000KHz 
CORD LENGTH 1.4m

LOVE Great audio. Swift, reliable Bluetooth pairing and active 
noise-cancelling. Excellent on-ear touch controls
HATE Battery life not brilliant. On the heavy/expensive side
T3 SAYS With innovative controls and excellent sound 
these wireless cans are a bit of a tech design classic
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 32 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 10-20,000Hz 
CORD LENGTH Wireless

LOVE Detailed sound quality. Memory foam increases comfort 
and minimises sound leakage. Classic look
HATE Pricey. Occasional headband slippage
T3 SAYS Accomplished audio + high-end materials + 
restrained design = cans worthy of a £250 price tag
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 32 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 20-20,000Hz 
CORD LENGTH 1.3m

LOVE Compact and lightweight, but undeniably premium. 
Comes in huge colour range: black or white
HATE Head grippage could be overly firm for some
T3 SAYS Highly refined headphones with stunning  
sound quality. The sign of a true audio gent… 
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 34 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 10-20,000Hz
CORD LENGTH 1.2m

EI8HTBALL EX811
  £30, EI8HTBALL.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

LOVE All-metal build is stylish but low cost. Heavy bass. 
Microphone for hands-free calls
HATE Not the most well-rounded sound
T3 SAYS Great value bass monsters for pumping out 
dancefloor fillers and R&B flavas
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 16 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 19-21,000Hz 
CORD LENGTH Not quoted

BOSE SIE21 SPORTS
  £104, BOSE.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

LOVE A sporty fit that refuses to budge. Free armband for 
storing your phone on runs. Sweat resistant
HATE Open backed design not ideal for commuters
T3 SAYS A top choice for joggers and gym goers and the 
best way to listen to your “active” playlist
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE Not quoted FREQUENCY RANGE Not quoted 
CORD LENGTH Not quoted

PHILIPS FIDELIO S2
  £130, PHILIPS.CO.UK, TESTED JANUARY 2014

LOVE Tight in-ear buds, impressive bass and superb sound 
isolation. Comfortable fit/stylish design
HATE Expensive for in-ear headphones
T3 SAYS Top styling, sound and comfort make these 
in-ears worth spending a bit more on
SPECIFICATIONS

IMPEDANCE 22 Ohms FREQUENCY RANGE 15-24,000Hz 
CORD LENGTH 1.2m
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VIRGIN MEDIA TIVO
  £199, VIRGINMEDIA.COM, TESTED NOVEMBER 2012

YOUVIEW HUMAX DTR-T1000
  £229, YOUVIEW.COM, TESTED NOVEMBER 2012

SKY+ HD 2TB WI-FI
  £180, SKY.COM, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2013

LOVE Built-in modem. Recommends shows you might like
HATE Expensive. Interface not completely intuitive. 
Occasional buffering and box glitches
T3 SAYS State-of-the-art hardware, Tivo’s intelligent 
programming, a huge content library and three tuners 
SPECIFICATIONS

TYPE Cable HD CHANNELS 50 TUNERS 3 
STORAGE 1TB/250hrs HD recording

LOVE Retrospective EPG mixes catch-up and live telly. Excellent 
image quality and ease of use. All the big UK channels on board
HATE No integrated Wi-Fi. Noisy running. Pricey
T3 SAYS Making this much content available without  
a subscription is a winning deal
SPECIFICATIONS

TYPE Freeview HD HD CHANNELS 5 TUNERS 2 
STORAGE 500GB/125hrs HD recording

LOVE Seamless integration of Wi-Fi. Rapidly expanding 
on-demand content. Excellent all-round performance
HATE 250GB usable hard drive space. Still only two tuners
T3 SAYS Our Entertainment Gadget of the Year is also 
the best PVR choice, now with added Wi-Fi
SPECIFICATIONS

TYPE Satellite HD CHANNELS 67 TUNERS 2 
STORAGE 2TB/350hrs HD recording

{CONTENT}

This month’s TV boxsets

SONY BDV-N590
 £399, SONY.CO.UK, TESTED DECEMBER 2012

LOVE Five satellite speakers, a sub and net-connected, 3D 
Blu-ray player with great performance, at a groovy price
HATE Satellites are a touch on the small side
T3 SAYS A full 5.1 cinema system and Blu-ray deck  
for £400? That’s a bargain in anyone’s book…
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 1,000W CHANNELS 5.1 CONNECTIONS 2x HDMI, 
Wi-Fi, 2x USB, optical, audio, composite, ethernet

SONY BDP-S790
 £200, SONY.CO.UK, TESTED FEBRUARY 2013

LOVE 4K upscaling means amazing HD visuals at an affordable 
price. Built in Wi-Fi leads to a stack of web content
HATE Full internet browser is nice, but awkward to navigate
T3 SAYS A feature-packed, 4K-ready, future-proof 
Blu-ray deck at a reasonable price
SPECIFICATIONS

CONNECTIONS Wi-Fi, 2x HDMI, 2x USB, coaxial digital audio 
out, line out, ethernet SIZE 430x193x42mm

LG BP420
 £96, LG.COM/UK, TESTED FEBRUARY 2013

LOVE Neatly designed, fast-loading deck offers great HD and 
3D visuals plus handy web apps at a budget price
HATE No built-in Wi-Fi
T3 SAYS A great value Blu-ray deck, especially if you’re 
not bothered about Wi-Fi connectivity
SPECIFICATIONS

CONNECTIONS HDMI, USB, composite, audio out, optical out, 
ethernet SIZE 430x188x41mm

ONKYO LS-T10
 £350, UK.ONKYO.COM, TESTED JANUARY 2014

KEF E305
 £900, KEF.COM, TESTED JANUARY 2014

MAXELL MXSP-SB3000
 £229, UK.MAXELL.EU, TESTED JANUARY 2014

LOVE Powerful output and decent pseudo surround sound 
from a single soundbar and subwoofer
HATE Big box. Dialogue can be a little tart
T3 SAYS It’s no looker, but this beast of a soundbar 
delivers a deep, enagaging audio performance
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER Not quoted  CHANNELS 2.1 CONNECTIONS USB, 
Bluetooth, optical, coaxial, 3.5mm

LOVE Oustandingly clear dialogue and serious boom for 
blockbusters. Designer style and 5.1 setup
HATE Requires an AV receiver
T3 SAYS Designer look and price tag, but Kef’s speakers 
deliver fantastically on sound
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 5x 100W + 250W sub CHANNELS 5.1 
CONNECTIONS RCA

LOVE Robust and well-balanced sound from a good-looking 
soundbar and meaty 100W wireless sub
HATE No Dolby Digital decoder
T3 SAYS Maxell’s first soundbar is a corker, delivering 
on performance and value for money
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 2x 30W + 100W sub CHANNELS 2.1 CONNECTIONS 
3x HDMI, Bluetooth, Optical, Coaxial, RCA, 3.5mm

1 
THE TUNNEL

Compelling Anglo-French 
version of Danish/Swedish 
thriller The Bridge.
£19 BLU-RAY, OUT JAN 13

2 
BATES MOTEL

Bates and his mother 
purchase an out-of-the-
way motel and grow close. 
Much too close…
£18 BLU-RAY, OUT FEB 3 

3
THE AMERICANS

Two soviet KGB spies raise 
an all-American family.
£33 BLU-RAY, OUT JAN 27

4
BORGEN - SERIES 3

It’s the final series and 
Birgitte Nyborg’s fighting 
her way back to political 
power with a new party.
£22 BLU-RAY, OUT NOW

LOVE Bombastic, 130W-per-channel oomph. Slick interface. 
Eight HDMI inputs. Can upscale images to 4K resolution
HATE No AirPlay, unlike some rival receivers
T3 SAYS A polished multichannel AV receiver with all 
the modern trimmings, at an affordable price
SPECIFICATIONS

POWER 130W per channel CONNECTIONS 8x HDMI, 2x USB, 5x 
composite, 4x digital audio, 5x analogue audio. Wi-Fi via dongle

ONK YO TX-NR515
 £290, UK.ONKYO.COM, TESTED APRIL 2013
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Home entertainment

AVAILABLE ONLINE @ T3.COM THE ULTIMATE BUYER’S GUIDE
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LOGITECH PERFORMANCE 
MOUSE MX

 £58, LOGITECH.COM, TESTED JULY 2011 

JOBY GORILLAPOD SLR-ZOOM
 £44, JOBY.COM, TESTED SEPTEMBER 2011 

TURTLE BEACH EAR 
FORCE XP510

 £230, TURTLEBEACH.COM, TESTED CHRISTMAS 2013

NIKE+ FUELBAND
 £129, NIKE.COM/PLUS, TESTED MARCH 2013

FITBIT ONE
 £60, FITBIT.COM, TESTED MARCH 2013 

LOGITECH K360  
WIRELESS KEYBOARD

 £22, LOGITECH.COM, TESTED SEPTEMBER 2011 

MOGA PRO CONTROLLER
 £47, MOGAANYWHERE.COM, TESTED NOVEMBER 2013 

LOVE Great build quality. Customisable. Very comfortable. 
There are two ways of charging it
HATE A little expensive
T3 SAYS A versatile mouse that’s built like a tank
SPECIFICATIONS

REQUIREMENTS Windows 7, XP, Vista, Mac OS X 10.3.9 or later

LOVE Flexibility adds creative freedom. Lightweight  
enough to carry anywhere. Reliably stable
HATE Lacks height
T3 SAYS A solid yet flexible tripod for every imaginable 
surface, this grips and bends to suit your needs
SPECIFICATIONS

SUPPORTS Up to 3kg SIZE 250x60x60mm
WEIGHT 241g

LOVE Full, 360-degree pseudo surround sound without the 
wires. Sound quality worthy of music as well as games
HATE Slightly light, plasticky build
T3 SAYS Top-quality wireless gaming headset
SPECIFICATIONS

CONNECTIVITY Wi-Fi, USB, Bluetooth, 3.5mm

LOVE Free iPhone app. Ups your activity all-day, giving you 
motivational Fuel to burn
HATE Not as good as Fitbit, although arguably more “blokey”
T3 SAYS This snazzy bangle does exactly what is says on 
the tin: reminds you to be more active on a daily basis
SPECIFICATIONS

CONNECTIVITY Bluetooth 4.0, USB 2.0 BATTERY LIFE 4 days 
SIZE 147-197mm circumference WEIGHT From 27g

LOVE A pedometer on steroids with added sleep assessment 
and compatibility with other apps and Aria scales
HATE Not one for pro athletes, clearly
T3 SAYS Growing app support gives the Fitbit the edge 
over its equally sporty competitors
SPECIFICATIONS

CONNECTIVITY Bluetooth 4.0 BATTERY LIFE 5-7 days 
SIZE 48x19x10mm WEIGHT 8g

LOVE Works with PC and Mac. Good key spacing and battery life
HATE Some might find the designs a bit garish
T3 SAYS Place the USB receiver in your desktop and  
type from anywhere on this comfortable keyboard
SPECIFICATIONS

REQUIREMENT USB port, 2x AA batteries

LOVE Well designed X360-style controller that works with most 
Android devices. Long battery life and fast recharging
HATE Slow Bluetooth connection. Limited game support. 
Doesn’t match the X360 controller’s feel
T3 SAYS Now the controller to beat for a proper console 
feel on your smartphone or tablet
SPECIFICATIONS

0S Android 2.3+ CONNECTIVITY USB, Bluetooth 4.0

1 
KINDLE: PAD & QUILL

Leather covers, birch 
interiors and classic 
bookbinding techniques. 
Digital meets traditional.
FROM £15, ETSY.COM/UK

2 
MOBILE: SMYTHSON

Leather or crocodile-skin 
pouches to fit most 
smartphones. Total luxe.
FROM £75, MRPORTER.COM

3 
CAMERA: BILLINGHAM 

HADLEY BAG

Canvas shoulder bags that 
protect a DSLR in style.
£158, BILLINGHAM.CO.UK

4 
SKY BOX: DESIGNER 

COLLECTION

Giles Deacon’s Mickey 
Mouse print or Roland 
Mouret’s blood splatter?
£149, DESIGNERBOX.SKY.COM

TheGuide
{THE BEST OF EVERYTHING}

GARMIN NÜVI 3598 LMT-D
  £235, GARMIN.COM/UK, TESTED OCTOBER 2013

LOVE Real-time traffic updates without a data connection – it 
uses your car’s DAB radio. Free map updates for life
HATE It’s accurate, but also very costly
T3 SAYS Expensive, but accurate, attractive and smart. 
We have reached our satnav destination of choice
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 5 inches CONNECTIVITY Bluetooth
SIZE 138x77x13mm

TOMTOM GO 500
  £190, TOMTOM.COM, TESTED OCTOBER 2013

LOVE TomTom’s maps are accurate and easy to read
HATE Low-res screen and the real-time traffic updates require 
your smartphone’s data via Bluetooth
T3 SAYS Mapping is still reliably great, even if there’s 
little else to set this apart from cheaper satnavs
SPECIFICATIONS

SCREEN 5 inches CONNECTIVITY Bluetooth
SIZE 145x90x20 mm

SUUNTO AMBIT 2 HR
 FROM £320, SUUNTO.COM, TESTED AUGUST 2013

LOVE Rugged styling. Accurate, fast GPS. Customisation via 
apps makes it endlessly versatile
HATE Epic price. Weedy battery. Considerable complexity
T3 SAYS Heading out on an adventure? Save up, then 
make sure you pack this do-it-all GPS watch
SPECIFICATIONS

CONNECTIVITY USB, GPS, ANT+ BATTERY LIFE Up to 50 
hours tracking DISPLAY 1.97-inch, 128x128 WEIGHT 92g
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{BUYING TIPS}

A case for everything…Accessories

AVAILABLE ONLINE @ T3.COM THE ULTIMATE BUYER’S GUIDE
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SHUTDOWN

6/
Your Facebook 
is humiliating
Yes, your colleagues have 
seen those stag-do pics 
from Riga 2010 with the 
bra and the shaving 
cream, not to mention 
that every single picture 
of you from 2007 to the 
present day involves one 
or more of the following: 
whiskey, vacant eyes 
devoid of ambition, dirty 
grunge attire, a penis.

4/
You display 
poor stereo 
leadership skill
You’ve queued up your 
playlist on Spotify, ready 
to stream to the office 
speaker. You’re happy 
with your choice – you’d 
actually been listening to 
it on your headphones till 
being ordered to remove 
them. But as soon as the 
intro begins and the first 

of leftovers. That’s all 
well and good, but nuke 
last night’s trout and 
sprouts combo and the 
whole floor instantly 
smells like a school 
canteen from the 1950s. 
Our advice: avoid the 
microwave entirely, it’s 
for slackers. If you want a 
pay rise you must live on 
Pret sarnies, eaten hastily 
during meetings, whilst 
saying, “Sorry, I haven’t 
had time to eat today,” at 
least three times.

N O . 6 1 
The 10 tech… 

Signs you’re not getting promoted 

1/
You email from 
the toilet
There’s something 
rewarding about 
instructing a colleague 
to pull their socks up 
while you’re pulling 
your pants down, but 
it’s best to limit your 
toilet typing before 
addiction creeps in. 
First you’re in a cubicle 
with your phone, next 
you’re in there with an 
iPad… before you know 
it you can only “go” 
when accompanied by 
an iMac, anglepoise 
lamp and printer. 

2/
You went one 
video too far
It’s Friday afternoon, the 
boss has emailed a funny 
Gif of a man accidentally 
jumping into a ceiling  
fan to the whole team. 
The mood is jolly. Soon, 
Nigel from marketing  
has countered with a 
YouTube clip of a boy 
falling down an escalator. 
Someone replies with a 
hearty “Rofl!”. “I want 
in,” you think, before 
sending a short but 
explicit video of a man 
having sex with a horse. 
The digital silence is 
almost deafening. 

3/
You have 
headphones on
All day, without fail. 
Thereby missing out  
on all conversations, 
arguments and office 
“banter”. Your impaired 
spacial awareness also 
means you don’t notice 
that your boss is standing 
right behind you as you 
play online poker, despite 
saying earlier that you 
were so busy you hadn’t 
found time to eat today. 
Still, at least it stops you 
hearing the chap who 
says things like, “Okay,  
I won’t reveal who won 
Masterchef last night, but 
let’s just say it was the 
one with dreadlocks.”

WORDS ROB TEMPLE ILLUSTRATION CHRIS KING @ ILLUSTRATIONWEB.COM

person says, “What the 
crap is this?” you turn  
red and mutter, “Yeah, 
rubbish isn’t it?” before 
putting on Daft Punk yet 
again. You know you’re 
weak and, now, so does 
everyone else. 

5/
You microwave 
fishy dishes
It’s January and austerity 
measures have kicked in, 
so your lunches consist 

7/
You’ve only got 
one monitor
The law of the office is 
that if you’re important 
you’ll have two monitors, 
but if you’re proper top 
brass you’ll have no 
monitor at all. You’ll just 
carry a laptop with you, 
thereby keeping the  
sole proof that you do 
absolutely nothing at all 
every hour of the day 
safely in your possession. 

8/
You get online 
shopping sent 
to your desk
Your workmate had no 
right to open your mail 
while you were off  
sick, but there’s no 
getting around it… The 
Student Cookbook and  
a second-hand DVD  
of Crank: High Voltage 
just don’t scream CEO 
material, old bean.

9/ 
Your ringtone 
isn’t obnoxious 
enough
How to convince bosses 
that you are a valuable 
member of the team? 
Leave your phone on 
your desk, whack up  
the volume as loud as it 
will go then call yourself 
from a landline making 
your Top Gear ringtone 
repeatedly blare across 
the office. Co-workers 
may shout, “Whose 
f**king phone is that?” 
but when they find out 
it’s yours they’re sure to 
be impressed by your 
heavy workload. Oh, they 
answered it and you’re 
on the other end? Hmm.

10/
You still haven’t 
worked out how 
to transfer calls
“Hello? Yes, the bossman 
is here. Urgent, is it? 
Hang tight, I’ll put you 
through right now…”  
Cue silence. Another  
call has bitten the dust.
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