








SON Y PS-HX500
You’re probably thinking, “A turntable? In T3? Such a thing might’ve been high-tech at the turn of  

the last century, but now? Not so much.” But hear this: vinyl is cool, man; it’s music the way the artist intended,  
in its pure, uncompressed form. If you want to really feel your favourite tunes, there’s no better way.
Vinyl is hardly convenient, though. How do you take it with you on the move? And how do you hook it up to your 

home’s multi-room system? A number of manufacturers have already come up with turntables that convert your  

old records to MP3, but Sony’s PS-HX500 goes one better: it transfers your vinyl to high-res audio files – just pop the 

record on the wheel, plug the system into your laptop and away you go. You can save the recordings as 24-bit DSD or 

WAV files, enabling you to play back your original recordings however you like, whether it’s on a portable high-res player, 

or through an amp or wireless speaker set-up (all of which, coincidentally, Sony currently sells).

Price Around £400 Available Spring 2016 URL sony.co.uk

SEE MORE 
GREAT MUSIC 
TECH ON  
P46

New tech with the power to dent the universe

P R E S E N T S…
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Rob Carney 
EDITOR
This month, Rob has been 
assembling a high-end (ish) 
hi-fi setup, complete with a 
Rotel RA-1570 amp and Bowers 
& Wilkins CM6 S2 speakers. 
Sadly, it hasn’t improved 
his taste in music.

Claire Davies 
ASSISTANT EDITOR
Claire loves all things 
vintage-looking, so when  
the Lomography Lomo’Instant 
camera came in she was on  
it like a whippet. Her desk 
is now covered in instant 
pics of her cat and trees.   

Dan Grabham
EDITOR, T3.COM
Over the last few weeks,  
Dan has been checking out 
Microsoft’s excellent 
Surface Book, new watches 
and several new vacuum 
cleaners as he continues  
at the helm of T3.com.

Nick Odantzis 
DEPUTY EDITOR
Nick’s on a health kick, so 
he’s been gorging on fruit 
smoothies made in the rather 
excellent NutriBullet Pro 
900. He’s also on the hunt 
for whoever dropped his 
Ruark DAB radio. Be warned!

Spencer Hart 
LIFESTYLE WRITER, T3.COM
Spencer had a glimpse into 
the future of play-things 
this month at the annual 
London Toy Fair. Expect 
augmented reality, robots, 
kid-friendly selfie sticks 
and LEGO. All the LEGO.

Robert Jones
FEATURES EDITOR, T3.COM
Newcomer Robert has been 
drumming up a list of the 
hottest travel gadgets on 
the market. He also found 
time to interview the VFX 
master behind Hollywood 
blockbuster The Walk.

Duncan Bell
LIFESTYLE EDITOR, T3.COM
Duncan sometimes buys video 
games, but doesn’t actually 
play them, instead keeping 
them just in case he’s ever 
skint. Well, since Christmas 
he’s been playing a LOT of 
Grand Theft Auto.   

Luke O’Neill 
ART EDITOR
In preparation for starring 
in a forthcoming fitness 
feature in T3, Luke has been 
cramming in lots of junk 
food. That and listening to 
the entire Bowie discog on 
his lovely Bose SoundTouch.

Paul Dimery 
PRODUCTION EDITOR
Paul warned us that he can’t 
cook, but we still made him 
do this issue’s Man Vs Tech: 
to cook a three-course meal 
for some of the team (p88). 
The results? Hilarious, oh 
yes. Edible? Umm... 

 The global
 magazine 
T3 is currently licensed 
worldwide, from  
Australia to Mexico.

Meet the team

 Tomorrow’s Technology Today,  

to give T3 its full name, was launched in 

1996 and has been helping readers select 

the right gadgets to improve their lives 

for nearly 20 years as a magazine (print 

and digital) and at T3.com. We’ve been 

at the heart of every shift in consumer 

technology ever since – from DVDs and 

HD TVs to smartphones and virtual 

reality. But our mission has remained  

the same throughout: to help you live  

a better life through technology, and  

to filter the latest gadgets to ensure  

you only ever buy the best of the best.

LIFE’S BETTER WITH T3...

How to license T3
Interested in publishing a licensed 
version of T3 in your territory? 
Please direct enquiries to T3’s 
Senior Licensing & Syndication 
Manager, Matt Ellis (matt.ellis@
futurenet.com; +44 (0)1225 442244)

 AUSTRALIA  MEXICO

 Meet our 
advertising 
team
SALES DIRECTOR  
CLARE DOVE 
clare.dove@
futurenet.com 
+44 (0)1225 
687226 

ACCOUNT DIRECTOR 
ANDREW TILBURY 
andrew.tilbury@
futurenet.com 
+44 (0)1225 
687144 

ADVERTISING 
DIRECTOR  
RICHARD HEMMINGS 
richard.
hemmings@
futurenet.com 
+44 (0)1225 
687615 
 
PRINT AGENCY 
ACCOUNT DIRECTOR 
MARIE LONGSTAFF 
marie.longstaff@
futurenet.com 
+44 (0)1225 
687495



What do you like to watch? Football? Formula 1? 
The latest Blu-rays or streaming movies? Or maybe 
you’re more of an audio junkie? Whatever media 
entertains you, make sure you’re watching or 
listening to it in the right way. And by that I 
mean you need the right tools for the job. And by 
that I mean the best TVs, AV receivers, multi-room 
audio systems, speakers and more. Give your senses 
the thrill they deserve and check out our main 
feature, beginning on p46, that’s dedicated to the 
very best entertainment technology. 
  Elsewhere, T3 production editor Paul Dimery 

has donned his chef’s hat and armed himself with  
a suite of kitchen tech. Will his high-tech dinner 
party be a success? Find out in ‘Come Dine with 
T3’ on p88. Continuing the food and drink theme, 
check out State of the Art this month, where we 
test three of the best new coffee machines (P68).
  Finally, we have some fantastic subscription 

offers here at T3. So if you fancy getting a dose 
of your favourite tech mag delivered directly to 
your door every month – and save a packet in  
the process – flick to p66 now. From all of us  
at T3, have a fantastic, tech-packed month of 
entertainment. Cheers!

Editor’s letter

Jim Hill, 
writer
Internet of Things 
expert Jim brings  
you the lowdown on 
the latest home tech 
in our Complete Guide 
(p80). There you can 
check out everything 
from thermostats to 
smart locks and more.

Miss Led, 
illustrator
This month we 
challenged Miss Led, 
aka Joanna Henly, 
to illustrate the 
delightful mug of 
Donald Trump. See 
what gaggle of 
gadgets we picked  
for him on p23.

Andrew 
Williams, 
writer
If there’s one man 
that’s ‘bean there 
and done it’, it’s 
Andrew Williams – as 
he proves by testing 
the latest coffee 
machines in State of 
the Art (p68).

Key contributors

Discover 
more great 
ways to  
enjoy T3…

Digital edition 

 The iPad edition of 

T3 features a raft of fresh 

content, including video 

reviews and interactive 

articles. T3 is also available 

on Android devices, and on  

your desktop via Zinio.com.

Visit T3.com 
 We’ve overhauled 

T3.com – the best site for 

gadget news and reviews 

now has a great new look and 

is fully responsive, enabling 

you to enjoy it on any device.

Rob Carney, Editor
rob.carney@futurenet.com
@robcarney
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Let us now present the most 
entertaining tech in the world 
today! Hand-picked by the 
world’s best tech mag…

on a new T3
subscription 

p66

SAVE 54%
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068 088

Exclusive T3 
subscription 
  offer – p66

032   GADGET GURU 
This month, GaGu gets really 
geeky with anoraks, thermals, 
toasters, kettles and a stylus

035   AGENDA 
We’ve gone wearable mad! 
Head to Agenda for Garmin’s 
HUD cycling glasses, a pair 
of smart running shorts, a 
vitamin pen and a smartband-
controlled robot dog

068  STATE OF THE ART  
T3’s early starts don’t happen 
without magic. And by magic, 
we mean coffee. But forget 
that instant nonsense – the 
only way is a proper cup of 
Joe. This month, we test three 
beastly coffee machines and 
find out which is capable of 
supercharging your beans

088   MAN VS TECH 
Our resident food aficionado 
(well, he eats a lot) cooks up  
a storm with our pick of great 
culinary tech. You’ll never  
eat again after reading this...

Features

To subscribe to T3, point your browser at 
myfavouritemagazines.co.uk, or turn to p66.  
The next issue of T3 goes on sale 15 March.

Save 54%

Contents
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080
COMPLETE GUIDE TO…  

THE INTERNET OF THINGS

Discover the 
gadgets that’ll 

connect your life 
to your world 

035

032

     046
LET TECH ENTERTAIN YOU!  

Make your movies 
and music more 
spectacular than ever 

with the ultimate in 
posh AV gadgetry
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The sexiest new gear in the 

world, including Audi’s crazy 
hydrogen hybrid, and the latest 

Fitbit activity tracker 
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Donny T: a man in the limelight 
right now for absolutely no good 

reason. So let’s find out what 
sort of tech makes this oddball 

US Pressy-candidate tick

24
WE CAN  

BUILD YOU... 
Ready to get back to nature 

with a spot of hiking? Then you 
need a hiking-kit bag you can 
shoulder at a moment’s notice

28 
STYLE 

Remember LA Gear’s LA Lights 
shoes? Well, we’ve found the 

grown-up equivalent
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Duncan Bell loses signal (and 
his mind) in rural Wales
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INTRODUCING THE BEST  
BUYER’S GUIDE KNOWN TO MAN

From thermostats to 
tablets, and cameras to 
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best tells you what to buy
Plus! T3’s £100 Hotlist

WIN!
A PAIR OF  
NOBLE AUDIO  
K10 IN-EARS 

p118

110

96
HISENSE XT910  

China brings its A-game:  
a relatively accessible flagship 
4K panel with curves in all the 
right places. You need to see it!

100
SMACKDOWN 

If you’re on the hunt for a slick, 
pro-level laptop, you’d do a lot 
worse than to invest in one of 
these humdingers. But should 
you go for the Surface Book or 

the Macbook Pro? Fight!

102
SUPER SIX 

The best premium wireless 
speakers in the shops now. Let 
T3 show you which is deserving 

of the streaming crown

104
OUR GADGETS 

We get hands-on with the 
stylish, well-built Orbitsound 
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swing with the Optishot 2 golf 
simulator, and look closely at 

the BlackBerry Priv

110
ENTERTAINMENT
It’s all go this month, with 

Rainbow Six: Siege sorting out 
your gaming needs, an app that 
could negate you having to go to 

the gym ever again, and a 
must-hear live album from Nine 

Inch Nails and David Bowie

Essentials

102
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Is there any other cool tech on board?

There’s shed-loads of it, including 
curved screens, a solar roof to further 
increase efficiency (Audi claims it could 
recoup 621 miles of range each year)  
and, of course, a plethora of autonomous 
driving features. Neat, huh?
 
So the car can drive itself?

Up to a point. The car’s sensors (you’ll 
notice there are no mirrors) talk to the 
zFAS – the car’s ‘brain’ – which then 
computes a complete model of its 
surroundings in real time. It makes 
this info available to the 
assistance and 
piloted driving 

YOUR GUIDE TO THE         HOTTEST 
TECH, PEOPLE AND STYLES RIGHT NOW 

14 Samsung Galaxy  
   TabPro S
15 Ween
16 LG G6 Signature   
18 Livestream Movi
20 Fitbit Blaze
23 Donald Trump
24 Hiking kit
28 Orphe 
30 Talking Tech

THIS MONTH…ISSUE 253 /    
MARCH 16

systems – so the car can drive itself up  
to around 40mph. And it can park itself.

Sounds cool. When will it be released?

We don’t know yet, but Audi says the 
autonomous tech will be in the 2017 A8. 

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3

Ooh, what’s this very yellow motor  

all about, then?

Why, it’s Audi’s brand-new concept  
SUV, announced at the recent North 
American International Auto Show.  
And guess what… it runs on hydrogen!

Hydrogen, huh? 

Yep. Drive comes from electric motors 
sitting at each axle, but these are 
powered by a hydrogen fuel cell rather 
than electricity. There’s also a 60kg 
lithium-ion battery that sits on the 
h-tron’s floor.

So how many miles can it go?

The car will go 372 miles before you need 
to top up the hydrogen tanks, and you 
can fully refuel in four minutes.

And how fast does it go?

The fuel cell generates 148bhp, but with 
the lithium battery it spits out 282bhp. 
Audi reckons the car will smash 0-62 in 
less than seven seconds and achieve  
a maximum speed of 124mph.

Audi h-tron 
Quattro concept
£TBC, audi.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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 Hype
AUDI H-TRON QUATTRO CONCEPT

The h-tron‘s interior is as space-age as it comes, 
with curved OLED screens dominating the cabin

Vital stats
Seven secs
The 0-62mph speed 
of the Audi  
h-tron concept car

621
The solar roof can 
give you 621 miles 
back per year

148
The bhp the 

hydrogen cell  
can produce 

372 miles
The range trounces 

the current crop 
of electric cars 

The hydrogen cell 
can be charged in 
just four minutes
ROB CARNEY, EDITOR

SOLAR BOOST
The h-tron’s entire roof is 
a solar panel, drinking in 
natural light and giving  
the car an increased range   

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3



TASK FORCE
The Galaxy TabPro 

S spec list is 
impressive with its 
iPad Pro-matching 
4GB of RAM, which 

is great for 
virtually all 

day-to-day tasks

Samsung’s made another tablet? How exciting

Someone got out of the wrong side of bed this 
morning! Listen, pal, we may be flooded with 
tablets at the mo, but this isn’t just a tablet –  
it’s one of those cool two-in-one PCs that will 
soon take over from laptops. To clarify, the 
Samsung Galaxy TabPro S is a fully-functional, 
well-specced tablet that clips onto a keyboard 
to become a full-on Windows PC within seconds.

So this is the new iPad rival?

No. iPads aren’t the productivity 
devices (read: a more portable 
type of laptop) that Samsung 
has made here. While both 
devices have a similar amount 
of power under the hood, plus  
a sharp screen, the iPad lacks 
‘proper’ apps that you’d find on the 
Mac. It also has none of the mouse 
functionality we crave when working.

So Galaxy’s newbie is rather good?

Actually, yes it is. For something that’s 
running Windows, the Galaxy TabPro S 
also seems to be quite entertaining. Not 
only does the Super AMOLED touch-screen  
offer nice colours and clarity, but being 
able to stream from your Xbox One (thanks  
to Windows 10) is ace – and good news for 
gamers and those who want to watch films. 

What accessories does it come with?

A full-sized keyboard cover to enhance 
functionality (so you can crack on with work 
wherever you are). The keyboard has flexible 
hinges to enable dual-angle viewing, and its 
amusingly-named Pogo pin eliminates the need 
for pairing or charging separately. You can 
also load up on a nifty Bluetooth pen and 
multi-port adapter (HDMI, USB type A & C), 
but they will cost you extra (prices tbc).

When can I try one for myself?

The Samsung Galaxy TabPro S is 
available to buy as of this month.

DOUBLE 
TROUBLE

Got a Galaxy S6? 
Use the fingerprint 
scanner to log into 

the TabPro S and 
share messages and 

info seamlessly 
between the two

Vital stats
5,200mAh
The slightly smaller 
than expected capacity 
of the battery

6.3mm
The thickness of the 
tablet without the 
included keyboard cover

2160x1440 
The high pixel  

count squashed into  
a 12-inch screen

2.2GHz
The clock speed of 

the Intel Core  
M processor

PREVIEW

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T314  T3 MARCH 2016

Samsung Galaxy TabPro S

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

£TBC, samsung.com

GALAXY TABPRO S  
£TBC

ONE TO
WATCH!
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 Hype
WEEN

It looks like an oil diffuser. Is it?

Not even close. This curiously 
shaped device is a geo-driven 
thermostat for your home. Dubbed a 
‘life-responsive thermostat’ for use 
with all heating systems, the Ween 
aims to save you big bucks on your 
energy bills by accurately sensing 
whether you’re in the house or out.

So basically, what you’re saying is, 

it’s just another smart thermostat?  

There’s a little more to it than that. 
The Ween delivers energy savings  
in real time by constantly updating 
and displaying your heating usage 
via its app. To make savings, the 
Ween takes into account your 
absences – even unplanned ones 
like an impromptu holiday (a similar 
feature can be found with the Nest 
Learning Thermostat’s Auto-Away).

How does it do that?

Using an algorithm developed  
by the people behind the Ween, the 
thermostat learns how fast your 

Ween

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

€349 (£265), ween.fr/en

HOUSE PARTY
Up to 16 smartphones can 
be synced with one Ween. 
On the flipside, there’s 
a presence sensor in the 
base to help the Ween 
sense when someone’s in the 
house, even if that person 
doesn’t have a smartphone

Vital stats
25 per cent
The potential saving 
the Ween could make 
you on your energy bill

14.9cm
The Ween’s height, 
while the width comes 
in at just under 9.3cm

16
The maximum number  

of smartphones you can 
sync with the device

+/-0.3 degrees 
The precise 

temperature control of 
this smart thermostat

 
 
 

LET’S TWIST AGAIN
Temperature is displayed 

on the Ween’s circular 
screen. You can manually 
adjust the temperature  
by twisting the chrome 

tip, then tapping it  
to confirm the change

home heats up or cools down, 
taking into account current and 
forecasted outside weather 
conditions. Utilising a motion 
detector and a geo-localisation 
feature, it knows whether you’re  
at home or close to returning.  
If you’re out, the Ween uses your 
phone’s GPS to gauge how long it’ll 
take you to get back, then adjusts 
the temperature at the right time.

Nice! Do I have to wall-mount it?

Nope, it’ll sit on any flat surface.  
To use the Ween, download the app,  
plug the thermostat in, punch in 
your ideal ‘at home’ temperature, 
then sync the device with the app. 
The Ween will take it from there.

So when can I buy it?

The Ween is due to go on  
sale later this spring.



Woah! Where’s the rest of the TV?

It’s slim, huh? When this beauty 
debuted at CES 2016, jaws dropped 
for several reasons, one of which 
was the skinny frame. This TV is 
part of LG’s new range of luxury 
goods: fridges, freezers, washing 
machines and, of course, tellies.

Sod the fridges – gimme more  

on this TV, quick!

You’re only saying that because you 
didn’t see that Samsung fridge at 
CES. It was positively insane! But 
sure, let’s get back to the G6. This 
is one of the most stunning slimline 
TVs around, thanks to the ‘picture 
on glass’ display that encloses the 
panel within a 2.57mm-thin sheet of 
toughened glass. All the electrics 
are housed in the base unit/AV  
box, which pivots to form the 
supports for wall-mounting.

If it’s that thin, will the sound  

or picture suffer?

Not a jot. That base unit 

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T316  T3 MARCH 2016

Vital stats
65 inches
The smallest G6 
size (it goes up 
to a 77-inch beast)

10-bit
The processing 
power behind those 
sexy new panels

3.0
The new version of 
the TV’s excellent 

webOS software

2.57mm
The thickness of the 
panel. You’ll have to 
see it to believe it 

PREVIEW

USE THE FORCE
LG has partnered with 
Dolby to provide Dolby 
Vision HDR support for 

the G6 TV. It’s the same 
tech used for the HDR 
versions of Star Wars: 

The Force Awakens!

HEART  
OF GLASS
The big draw with 
LG’s new Signature 
TV is the ‘picture 
on glass’ design, not 
forgetting that stunning 
OLED display for a truly 
inspiring picture

LG G6 Signature
 OLED TV

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

£TBC, lg.com/uk

is also a forward-firing soundbar 
created by audio titan Harman 
Kardon. It may not have the bass 
notes of a soundbar with a 
dedicated subwoofer, but it’s clear 
and precise. The picture is glorious, 
too, with HDR Pro technology 
ensuring increased contrast ratio, 
and ColorPrime Pro delivering an 
extended colour palette. 

So go on, how much is this luxe  

TV going to set me back?

We don’t actually know yet.  
You’ll find out (as will we)  
when the G6 ships in March!





That’s a funny-looking movie projector.

No, silly! Movi isn’t a projector, it’s a ‘live event 
camera’. When used in conjunction with its 
dedicated iOS app, Movi can capture multiple  
live shots, even though it’s just one camera.

Eh? How does it do that?

The Movi has a 150-degree all-glass 
lens and a 4K sensor that work with 
the app to enable you to manipulate 
up to nine virtual HD cameras.  
You can live-edit footage using 
gestures to pan, zoom and cut 
between multiple live shots. The 
Movi also has an automated editing 
mode with movement tracking and 
people detection so that you can 
focus on a particular person or 
action during filming. Clever, eh?

Can I share and stream the  

footage I capture?

You can record, edit and share  
(via Facebook, YouTube and email, 
for example) your footage, but if 
you want to stream it you’ll need 
a Livestream subscription (plans 
start at $9/£6 a month) – and 
that’s caused a few grumbles 
among would-be customers. 

So I can shoot my mate’s  

band using just one camera?

Yep, you can capture multiple 
shots from this pocket camera, 
negating the need for a big rig. 
The 4K sensor and built-in mic 
help you capture high-quality 
video and sound, and you can 
record it all to the 16GB microSD 
card. The Movi is also Cloud 
connected and Wi-Fi enabled.

I’m intrigued. When is it available?

The Movi is available to pre-order now for  
$299 (£210), with the price rising to $399 
(£280) when it officially releases in April. 
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TAP AND SHOOT
Use gestures to 

carry out a range 
of functions – drag 
to pan, tap to cut, 
pinch to zoom – or 

use people detection 
to identify subjects 
in shot for the Movi 

to focus on 

Vital stats
One hour
The maximum streaming 
time with the Movi’s 
built-in battery

iOS 9
The minimum OS 
required for this 
Apple-loving device

2.5 inches
The camera’s height. 

Its diameter is  
just two inches

150 degrees
The diagonal field 

of view of the 
camera’s lens

PREVIEW

WELL-MOUNTED
The camera comes with  

a mount so that you can 
attach it to a range of 

objects to capture unusual 
angles and gain more 

stability when shooting

 Livestream Movi

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

$399 (£280), getmovi.com
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PREVIEW

HEART TO HEART
Fitbit’s PurePulse heart-rate- 
sensor technology tracks and 

stores bpm heart-rate readings at 
one-second intervals while you’re 

working out, or at five-second 
intervals at all other times 

A PLUM JOB
The Blaze comes in three colours 
(black, blue, plum) and three 
sizes. Additional bands, such  
as leather or metal, can be 
bought as an extra if you don’t 
like the original elastomer band

Vital stats
240 x 180
The resolution of 
the 16-bit colour 
touchscreen display

42.3mm
The screen size,  
with a display  
width of 24.36mm

6.1m
The Blaze’s 

automatic, wireless 
syncing range

 
Seven

The number of days 
the Blaze will track 
your motion data for

£160, fitbit.com

I don’t like smartwatches. Go away.

This isn’t a smartwatch, rather  
a smart fitness watch that’ll help  
boost your fitness, thanks to  
a coaching feature called FitStar:  
a subscription-based fitness 
platform (costing £29.99 a year) 
that guides you through a range  
of workouts via step-by-step 

instructions on your wrist. It does 
general stuff, too – think smart 
notifications and silent alarms  
– and you can tap it to adjust  
the volume on your smartphone.

But will it help me to define  

my gluteus maximus?

If you mean are there exercises  
to give your butt a lift, then yes. 
There’s a lot more to this watch 
than FitStar, though. Sweatproof, 
but not waterproof, the Blaze uses 
a range of sensors to track your 
activity and sleep. SmartTrack 
recognises your workout if you 

Fitbit Blaze

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

forget to log it, and your personal 
weekly fitness goals can be viewed 
via the Fitbit app.

My mate already has a Fitbit Surge. 

Is the Blaze better than that?

It’s different. Unlike the Surge, the 
Blaze has no built-in GPS, so if 
running’s your thing and you want to 
view routes or record runs, you will 
need to use your smartphone’s GPS. 
The Blaze also looks different, with 
its large, colour touchscreen 
display – you can get a variety of 
clock faces for it. The battery life 
also differs: the Surge can run for 

up to a week, while the Blaze  
can last for up to five days.

Between us, I have small wrists. 

What size does it come in? 

Small, large or extra large, and  
in a choice of colours to suit.

So when can I Blaze a trail? 
The Fitbit Blaze is released  
in March. You can pre-order  
it now from Fitbit’s website.

EXCLUSIVE  
IN-DEPTH  

REVIEW NEXT 
ISSUE!







He’s rich! He’s outspoken! 
He’s running for US 
President! But does he have 
any of these life-enhancing 
gadgets? We bet he doesn’t!         

SPR AY AS YOU GO

01 RYOBI ONE+ P620    
Even if old Trumpy never gets into the 
White House, he could still live in a  
white house. The Ryobi One+ P620 paint 
sprayer can help him to achieve this in 
record time. It can coat both indoor and 
outdoor surfaces, in three patterns and at 
any angle. What’s more, it uses up every  
drop of paint in the cylinder, meaning 
there’s no waste at the end. And we all 
know that Donald’s on a tight budget.    
£87, diy.com

 FOOD FOR THOUGHT

04 ANOVA PRECISION COOKER    
If Trump loses the election, he might want 
to give politics a swerve and try something 
new. Our tip? He could buy Anova’s kitchen 
gadget and experiment with sous-vide 
cooking (bear with us here). Attaching to 
any pot, it controls the temperature of  
the water to ensure your food is cooked  
to perfection. Before long, he’ll be making 
millions selling his (wait for it…) ‘Trump 
Steaks’ (and there’s the punchline).                  
$199 (£183), anovaculinary.com

SHOOT TO (NOT) KILL

02 PETRON STEALTH PISTOL
During his presidential election campaign, 
the Republican leader declared, “I could 
shoot somebody and I wouldn’t lose any 
voters” (ignoring the fact that if he shot 
someone who was going to vote for him, 
he’d lose at least one). To prevent him 
causing any harm, we suggest the Stealth 
Pistol. It fires 12 suction darts up to 40 
feet, and comes with a cut-out target, 
which he could pretend is Hillary Clinton.          
£15, red5.co.uk

’BOT WITH THE LOT

03 UBTECH ALPHA 1S ROBOT
For many years, Trump hosted the US 
version of The Apprentice, only quitting 
when he embarked on his political career. 
But he can still have an apprentice in the 
shape of the Alpha 1S. With 16 degrees  
of freedom (the equivalent of human 
joints), this intelligent ’bot can sing, play 
football, do Tai Chi – just about anything 
you program him to do. Vote for Donald 
Trump? Now, that’s just unrealistic.   
£500, red5.co.uk

BEAM HIM UP!

05 BARNET WINNER
Trump once stated that if he was elected 
President, he’d change his hairstyle – 
his thinking being that he’d be too busy 
“working my butt off in the White House” 
to maintain his current ’do. So this 
month’s imaginary-gadget suggestion  
is a smart comb that he can control via 
his phone and that’ll style his barnet 
(double combovers, treble combovers, 
you name it) while he goes about 
offending, er, governing his people.    IL
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WE CAN BUILD YOU…

Serious hikers 
need serious kit to 
ensure maximum 
performance and,  
of course, safety
DAMIAN HALL

ZIPPED IN
Arc’teryx claims to have pioneered the now 
industry-standard WaterTight zipper, which 
is designed to seal out rain and snow. Zipper 
garages over each pocket provide additional 
protection for your hands and belongings
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T3’s outdoors expert advises on the best 
clothing and gadgets to help you ramble on

   A WEATHERPROOF 
HIKING-KIT BAG

 01ARC’TERYX ZETA LT
This jacket has been created 

from a new Gore-Tex fabric called C-KNIT. 
Lightweight (335g), waterproof and 
compressible, it’ll keep you snug as you 
walk, delivering impressive wicking and 
breathability. The ‘trim fit’ holds the 
jacket close to your body, while leaving 
room for layers, and the circular soft 
knit is rustle-free. The StormHood will 
keep you covered when it rains, and a 
laminated inner pocket (there are also 
two hand pockets with WaterTight 
zippers) ensures your phone stays dry.
£330, arcteryx.com

 02SUUNTO TRAVERSE
This high-spec, rugged 

smartwatch is water-resistant to 100m 
and ideal for hikers, thanks to a plethora 
of features. These include GLONASS,  
a satellite-based satnav system that 
works alongside built-in GPS to keep you 
on track, plus storm alerts, sunrise-
sunset times, a digital compass and an 
integrated flashlight. Plan your hike in 
advance using the Movescount app, and 
the watch will guide you once you’re out.
£285, suunto.com

 03MERRELL CAPRA MID 
SPORT GORE-TEX BOOT

These boots will help you breeze across 
tough terrain, without compromising on 
comfort. A Gore-Tex membrane repels 
moisture while letting your feet breathe, 
and odour-beating tech keeps those 
unwanted whiffs at bay. They even look 
nice enough to wear for a post-hike pint.
£140, merrell.com

 04MONTANE FIREBALL 
VERSO PULL-ON

Ultra-lightweight and reversible, this 
vibrant number features PrimaLoft Silver 
Insulation Active, offering high levels  
of breathability and thermal properties. 
Packable and soft, it’s water-resistant 
and sports different materials on either 
side – if you’re warm, turn it inside out 
for enhanced breathability. Feeling  
cold and windswept? Swap it around 
again for protection against the wind.  
£100, montane.co.uk

 05VOLTAIC OFFGRID 
SOLAR BACKPACK

Charge your phone as you walk with  
this 25-litre, eco-friendly (it’s made from 
recycled PET fabrics) backpack that 
recharges a range of devices with its 
removable six-watt solar panels. One 
hour of sunlight gives four hours of 
smartphone use. A potential lifesaver.
£148, cyberenergy.co.uk

 06OLYMPUS STYLUS 
TOUGH TG-4

A decent camera is of little use to a hiker 
unless it’s rugged and weatherproof. 
Luckily, Olympus has come to the  
rescue with an affordable camera 
designed with an innovative system of 
‘seals’ that enable it to perform in tough 
conditions. The TG-4 is waterproof to 
15m, freezeproof to -10˚C, shockproof  
to 2.1m and crushproof rated to 100kg.  
It takes 16MP images, has a 4x wide 
optical zoom to capture vast landscapes, 
and can also shoot video at 1080p.
£350, olympus.co.uk

T H E R E A DE R T H E E X PE RT

Tim Bevan
 Tim recently moved  

to the Lake District and is 
keen to start hiking there.  
He needs gear to keep him 

warm and dry on his adventures, plus a 
rugged camera to capture the scenery. 

Damian Hall
 Having conquered 

some of the UK’s toughest 
trails, Damian knows the 
kind of tech that can make 

or break a hike. His book, Long Distance 
Walking In Britain, is out this summer.

01



MAP YOUR HIKE
The Suunto Traverse is 
compatible with the Movescount 
app (Android/iOS), which 
displays data on your distance 
covered, route taken and 
calories burned. With the app, 

you can also plan routes  
in advance, so that  
all you need to do is 
strap on your watch  
and get hiking, leaving 

the Suunto to guide you 
each step of the way
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03
04

05

06

MADE FOR WALKING
These Merrells’ leather 
upper, plus air cushions  
in the heel, absorb shock 
and add stability and 
comfort. Vibram MegaGrip 
outsoles provide good grip 
on a variety of terrains

COME RAIN OR SHINE
On one side of this Montane top 

you’ll find Windproof Pertex 
Quantum Ripstop, for increased 
wind and weather resistance. On 

the other, air-permeable HyperVent 
fabric increases breathability

HARNESS THE SUN
It’s unlikely you’d want to 
lug a laptop up a mountain, 
but if you did, this 
Voltaic backpack includes 
a padded laptop sleeve. 
There’s also a battery-
storage compartment 
fitted with wire channels 
to accommodate multiple 
gadgets, such as your 
laptop, phone or action cam

HANGING TOUGH
The TG-4’s built-in Wi-Fi 

and OI.Share enable wireless 
transfer of photos to smartphone 

or tablet. The camera’s GPS  
can also add tracking results 
to your images. Even when GPS 

is turned off, the camera’s 
e.Compass feature displays 
pressure and altitude info

02

Even if your hiking jacket has a built-in storm hood  
to keep you covered during rain or snow, it’s worth 
packing a thermal hat for winter hiking. Buff  
(www.buffwear.co.uk) has a range of close-fitting 
hats to suit hikers and long-distance walkers.  
Its Microfibre Hat (from £14.50) is purpose-designed 
for increased breathability and temperature control, 
and the Merino Wool Hat (from £21) is soft 
and snug. The best choice for hikers is 
the Windproof & Perform Hat 
(pictured here, from £36), with a 
choice of three windproof fabrics 
– Windstopper, Ketten or XDCS – 
to ensure maximum protection 
against the wind and extreme cold. 

A L L-W E AT H E R H E A D G E A R
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BLUETOOTH-
CONTROLLED

The lights can also be 
controlled via a smartphone 
or tablet app called Scene 
(connecting via Bluetooth), 

so you, or others, can 
change the appearance of 
your soles as you please.
Orphe shoes are available  

to pre-order now for  
$330 (£250) at en.orphe.shoes

03

The Orphe shoes are 
Bluetooth-controlled, 
LED-light-emitting 
pumps. Perfect  
for that special 
Saturday night out…

 LIGHT
FANTASTIC TECHY GYM WEAR 

ON SALE
TUES 15 MARCH

NEXT 
MONTH

CUSTOMISABLE LEDS 
The Orphe shoes feature 
100 full-colour LEDs in 
the soles, with the shoes’ 
sensors detecting foot 
movement and changing 
colours accordingly

02

SMART SNEAKERS
The nine-axis sensors 

embedded in each sole pick 
up the movements of the shoe 
in real time. This data can 
then be used to wirelessly 
control various external 

devices, enabling the shoes 
to function as a musical 
instrument, video-game  

controller and so on 

01
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phone call. “Hello, is that  

Duncan? Uber for you.”

“Er, I’m in Wales.  

I didn’t order an Uber.”

[At the other end of the line, someone 

arrives and talks to the driver.] 

Driver: “Are you Duncan?”

Guy speaking with an urban accent: 

“Yeah, bruv, I’m Dankan.”

Me: “Woah, woah, I’m Duncan.  

You just phoned me, remember?”

Driver: “It’s OK, he’s here.”

Me: “What do you mean, ‘He’s here’?  

I’m Duncan, and I’m HERE, you fu…”

Driver: [Click].

What a good start to the evening. 

Computer says no 

When you get used to having online 

services at your beck and call, with 

Threads choosing your clothes, Zip  

dry-cleaning your clothes, Deliveroo 

bringing your meals, Pact providing the 

coffee for afterwards and Uber getting 

you just about everywhere, it feels a  

bit odd being in rural Wales, where  

my parents live and where there’s none  

of that. Not just no online services; 

there’s no internet, much of the time.  

Now, I’m not one of those city  

folk who go to pieces at the slightest 

sign of difficulty in a non-urban 

environment. Like Ned Beatty in 

Deliverance, for instance. This, 

however, was quite something else. 

My Uber account is paid for, of 

course, by my credit card. Normally,  

it would be a simple matter to sort this 

out – looking up the right number to 

call to cancel the card, a quick email  

to Uber, a change of settings on its app 

while awaiting a response… Job done.

With no broadband and no 3G,  

let alone 4G? Really not so simple.

I tried to call the Uber driver  

to tell him that his passenger wasn’t 

me. “Drive immediately to the nearest 

police station, my good man!” is what  

I intended to say. However, Uber 

handles all calls through some 

cunning central server. So you 

need a Web connection in order  

for its ‘Call Driver’ button to work. 

I tried changing my password  

and taking my credit card off the  

Uber app. This is not possible without  

an internet connection. Great. 

What made this situation 

truly nightmarish, however,  

is that’s it’s not true to say that 

there was no internet connection. 

There was an intermittent ‘E’ signal  

– remember that, city folks? 

So the Uber account page kept 

threatening to load, but then didn’t.  

I could do a Google search for ‘phone 

number cancel credit card’, but the 

results never quite came. As Basil 

Fawlty once said, it wasn’t the despair 

he couldn’t stand, it was the hope.

Even worse, each time the 

connection came back momentarily,  

I could actually see, through Uber’s 

to another. Probably selling  

drugs, and shivving other bad slags  

for disrespecting him. Oh god.

And then, to cut a long story  

short, the broadband started working. 

“Yes,” my dad said later, “it comes  

on for a few hours most evenings.”  

A bit like electricity back in the 1970s.

Suddenly, I was at liberty to cancel 

my credit card, change my Uber 

password and prevent any further 

misuse of my finances. I decided 

priority one was to talk to the driver.

Me: “Mate, we spoke earlier.  

That’s not me in the back of the cab,  

and you’re not getting paid for this job.”

[Long pause… Driver talks to ‘urban 

me’, but I can’t hear what’s said.]

Urban me: “Yeah, I’m his brother.”

Driver: [Inaudible, but angry,  

and followed by the sound of a car  

door opening and someone ‘having  

it away on their toes and legging it’,  

as the Cockney folk would say].  

First-world problem 
Uber refunded my rides – this was the 

second of the evening, as it turned out 

– but by then I’d cancelled my card,  

and then had to spend a good few hours 

dealing with the fallout from that. 

In many ways, this was a 

pathetically unimportant event; the 

very definition of a first-world problem. 

But for that half an hour, with no access 

to a few core online services, I felt like a 

turtle without its shell, and it was damn 

scary. I’m never leaving the city again.

With no access to a few 
core online services, I 
felt like a turtle without 
a shell, and it was scary  

A

excellent app, the car that was carrying 

the guy pretending to be me heading  

towards its destination. 

I also couldn’t check my credit-card 

account to see if any other transactions 

were going out, and that was a really 

horrible feeling. I started to panic. 

Even if the card was only being  

used to take Uber rides, that could 

eventually get expensive. I imagined 

that the alternative version of me was 

probably going to be spending the 

evening journeying from one party  

 Duncan Bell  
is hacked off
Half an hour without Web access will make 
me think twice about returning to Wales

OPINION





THE MAN WHO KNOWS JUST THAT 
WEE BIT TOO MUCH ABOUT TECH

 SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO: inbox@t3.com or www.facebook.com/T3mag 

ABOVE Once 
immersed in 
Minecraft, your 
kids will barely 
bother you in  
the real world
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GaGu’s children – Hercules, 

Alta Vista, Mairée Dolphin 

and Mimsy Frou-Frou – are 

all grown up now, and get  

in touch only to demand money. 

His grandkids, if anything, are even 

more demanding financially, so maybe 

you’d be better off keeping them away 

from tech, and convincing them that a 

stick and a cardboard box are the 

greatest toys a boy or girl can have?

If you really must find gateway 

drugs to take them towards full tech 

addiction, your friendly, playground-

based pusher is Minecraft. GaGu is 

going to stop with this drug-dealing 

metaphor now; it seems inappropriate. 

Minecraft is the online equivalent  

of LEGO. Actually, it’s the offline 

equivalent too, thanks to a spin-off 

with the Scandiwegian brick-o-stick-o 

marque. It teaches kiddies about 

building amazing things, and also 

introduces them to computer games, 

problem solving and online interaction. 

Now, if there’s one thing today’s 

kids love even more than Minecraft,  

it’s watching YouTube videos about 

 How can I pass my tech love onto my kids?
 Can you recommend a kettle and toaster?
 What’s the best tech anorak? 
 Can you give me some base layer advice?
 What’s a good pair of in-ear headphones?
 Can I upgrade my PS4 drive?

Minecraft. Even if, to adults, said  

videos are slightly more irritating than 

someone chewing gum noisily while 

scraping their fingernails down a 

blackboard, whilst dressed as a clown.

So why not get junior creating 

‘content’ rather than just consuming it? 

Venture into Maplins and get a Game 

Capture HD device from Roxio (£59) 

or Elgato (£99) and your offspring  

can make their own Minecraft videos, 

showcasing their ability to create 

magical landscapes, solve problems 

via team work, and totally overuse  

the word ‘awesome’ in a loud voice.

GaGu’s other kiddy fave is 

Amazon’s Fire 7 Kids Edition tablet. 

This can be set up to be safely used  

by kids from three and up, with new 

features unlockable when you feel they 

are ready for them, and strict limits on 

when it can be used and for how long. 

A two-year, no-quibble guarantee 

gives peace of mind, should they find  

a way to break this robust bit of kit.

How can I pass the tech-
love bug onto my kids?

SUSAN STALLER, TRING

“If there’s one thing kids 
love more than Minecraft, 
it’s watching YouTube  
videos about Minecraft”

This issue
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The modern winter jacket  

is like the Chelsea Tractor  

of clothing. Does Guru really 

need a coat designed for a 

jaunt up Everest to go to Waitrose on  

a mildly parky morning? Probably not… 

But he’s damn well going to anyway.

Probably the most versatile mix of 

lightness and cold protection is given 

by down jackets, plus the puffy look is 

bang on trend right now. So you could 

try something like the Rab Electron 

(£200). This has a water-resistant 

coating, but the goose down inside has 

also been treated to repel moisture, 

reducing the risk of your jacket turning 

into a sodden and freezing mix of 

clumped together feathers.

A cheaper yet similarly treated 

alternative is the cheaper (£100)  

North Ridge Hybrid, which comes in  

a fetching blend of “tango” (orange) 

and “brick” (browny orange).

GaGu’s fave is Mountain Hardware’s 

Ghost Whisperer (£220), which gives 

ample insulation despite weighing 

about 220g, and is able to pack away 

so small it can be stored up his nose.

 Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3

GADGET GURU’S MAGIC BOX

GaGu loves a bit of tea  

and toast, and top of the  

pile for him is the Sage by 

Heston Blumenthal range. 

Now, Guru has no idea if toast is 

even served in the dome-head food 

wizard’s magic munching laboratories 

– if it is, presumably it tastes of saffron, 

and comes in the form of vapour – but 

his toaster is a miracle of easy use and 

stylishness. And it also makes perfectly 

nice toast. Come on though, it’s toast.  

You could make it using a cigarette 

lighter if you really wanted to.

Heston also makes a splendid  

kettle, with – no word of a lie – specific 

buttons for white and oolong tea  

(plus coffee, green tea and, well,  

tea. Different hot beverages require 

different water temperatures, you see?

GaGu likes the Sage range because 

it’s all in hefty, brushed stainless steel, 

which reminds him of guns. 

Plenty of other options, though. 

KitchenAid makes cracking kettles and 

tasty toasters. Guru favours its main 

range, but if you like your breakfast 

basics totally over-specced, you could 

try KitchenAid Artisan instead.

The kettle is a squat, hefty thing 

that looks like you could do weight 

training with it, while the toaster not 

only looks like a London bus, it also 

weighs about the same, and takes up  

a similar amount of worktop space.

Dualit, of course, is King of the 

Retro Toaster and worth considering  

if you like timeless looks and longevity.

Prefer something more edgy? 

Graef, from Germany, makes toasters  

of ruthless efficiency, with the Bauhaus 

aesthetic that shapes everything Guru 

does, from his house to his moustache. 

It also makes ker-razy looking kettles 

with weird, snub-like spouts.

Or go totally OTT, and get the 

Bugatti range. Its toaster and kettle  

are outrageously expensive and over- 

designed, to the point where they’re 

actually quite annoying to use. But my 

gosh they make a statement; namely, 

“Oim considerably richer than yow.”

I need a new kettle and toaster. 
What do you recommend for 
cooked water and hot bread?

JAMES STUART, SWANSEA

It’s still damn 
cold: what’s 
the best tech 
anorak, GaGu?

LUCY LEYLAND, 
NEWCASTLE

ABOVE Over-
dressed? Yes. 
Bothered? No

Asics has long made fine running shoes, but the  

look of them has been what the unkind might call 

‘psychedelic vomit’. Now it’s addressing that with the 

FuseX line. Aimed at a younger market, they’re a lot 

more cool looking, but retain Asics’ technical acumen. 

Scalextric Track Day featuring Arc Air (£199, 

scalextric.com) brings the big kids’ favourite up to 

date with vibrating Bluetooth controllers 

and configuration of cars and track via iOS 

or Android apps. Guru still can’t get round 

the courses without his car flying off, mind.

Gillette has a new razor out! Building on the 

success of its super-pivoty Flexball, the Fusion 

ProShield adds more lubrication, with super-fine 

blades slicing away Guru’s hairs in even fewer 

attempts for less irritation (from £6, gillette.co.uk).

The “Fitbit for your desk” is here. Long-time  

Guru fave Humanscale is to launch OfficeIQ (£TBC, 

humanscale.com), which “gathers data on sit/stand 

use, calculates caloric expenditure, and provides users 

with real-time feedback on workstation activity”. 

GaGu has handwriting like a drunk chimp, but he’s 

been rectifying that with Stabilo’s first touchscreen 

stylus, the SmartJunior (£75, stabilo.com). It uses  

all the brand’s know-how when it comes to making 

pointy things that you write with, with an app that’s 

teaching Guru good handwriting habits.

Lumo’s range of cycling wear is making Guru both 

safe and stylish as winter rumbles on.  

Its Camden Harrington jacket, 

‘Regent’s Parka’ (cheers, clever 

wordplay) and Bermondsey 

backpack are as chic as you like,  

but at the press of a button, dozens 

of super-bright LEDs flash into life. 

Pair it with the Audiopill (overleaf) 

and you’re a one-man rave.

Guru is always forgetting 

things and… What was he saying? 

Oh yeah. So, he’s always forgetting things,  

but now he’s found a solution: Tile (£20, thetileapp.

com) attaches to your keys, car, spouse, etc and can 

be found via Bluetooth if lost. The clever bit, however, 

is that it will also log its whereabouts with any user of 

the Tile app, so things can be found even when way 

beyond Bluetooth’s rather puny reach. 

A

A



Yes! And it’s easy, so long  

as you get the right drive:  

a 2.5-inch SATA that is  

no more than 9.5mm tall.

Back up your data to a USB key via 

Settings/Application saved data/Saved 

data in system storage. You won’t be 

able to back up game installs, just saves.

Unplug your PS4, then slide off the 

top cover and remove the hard drive 

with a Philips screwdriver, replacing  

it with your new one. Download the PS4 

system software, plonk it on a USB key 

in a folder called Update, inside a further 

folder called PS4, and plug it in to your 

console. Power up, holding down the 

power button until instructions appear 

on screen. Follow them carefully.  

When doing his daily 10K, 

GaGu favours two pairs  

at the moment. For sheer 

ear-filling, complete 

world-outside-blocking unshakeability, 

it has to be Monster’s Adidas Sport 

Response (wired) or iSport Wireless 

Superslim from the same brand. The 

Sport Response are arguably the best 

bet as they’re only 40 quid, or £60 if 

you want the version that comes with  

a mic for calls and music controls.

Their sound is rather, erm, unsubtle, 

mind. If you want something a bit more 

musical, try Gibson’s Trainer in-ears. 

These aren’t so firmly rooted in your 

lugs, but they’re still secure enough. 

   
YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

COLIN O’NEILL, 
STOW-ON-THE-WOLD

ABOVE Got 
a Philips 
screwdriver? 
Then you can 
easily dismantle 
your PS4. What 
could go wrong?

SIMON DANIELS, 
THETFORD

CLARE RIVERS, 
BRIGHTON

Don’t miss another  
instalment of the  

legendary Gadget Guru! 

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

See p66

“GURU’S PHYSIQUE, DESPITE  
HIS ADVANCING YEARS, IS  
OFT COMPARED TO THAT OF  
BOARD-DIVER TOM DALEY”

CROWD-FUNDED

AUDIOPILL

Guru’s physique, despite  

his advancing years, is oft 

compared to that of 

board-diver Tom Daley. 

Hence he likes the demanding base 

layers of X-Bionic (costing anything  

up to £130) and Aclima (from £30). 

The former in particular are crazily 

bodily hugging and technical, with 

excellent water repellence, wicking of 

sweat and cooling in areas such as the 

armpits or bum crack, but with greater 

heat retention in areas that need it.

If you just want extra warmth on  

a light jog, or when watching Jeremy 

Kyle while waiting for the boiler 

repair man, GaGu suggests you drop 

£10-£20 on the considerably more 

forgiving but still excellent likes of 

Craghoppers or Helly Hansen. Toasty.

Can I upgrade 
my PS4 drive?

What’s a good 
pair of in-ear 
headphones  
for running?

Brr, it’s chilly. 
Base layer 
advice please? 

SO, ANOTHER BLUETOOTH 
SPEAKER? HOW BORING…
Hold your horses there, fella, for this 
is no ordinary speaker. This one, wait 
for it, you can swallow.

EH?
Yep, you heard me. Audiopill then 
“starts beating at preset BPM. 
Techno party you can’t escape!”  
It’s part of a conceptual art project 
by Jan Poope based on a medical 
ultrasound device. You swallow  
it, so it goes down into your guts, 
where you can control the beats per 
minute (BPM) of the speaker using  
a magnet. It can go from a chilled 
95BPM to a rather hectic 143BPM.

THAT DOESN’T SOUND LIKE FUN.
No, and mister Poope’s Indiegogo 
spiel doesn’t really sell it, either. 
Check this: “Audiopill (pill) will make 
you feel like… you are standing in  
a factory workshop full of metal 
working machines and ramming an 
impact drill into your stomach.” 

OH.
And there’s more: “You may for  
a while regret your experimental 
courage. You are at a 10-hour party 
of one and only hypnotic rhythm, 
and there’s nowhere to escape…  
If you have a shorter life than the 
battery inside (10 hours and can’t  
be switched off when swallowed!),  
it can pump you up to insanity!”

IS IT SAFE?
Ahem: “During development of  
the device, many doctors and four 
polymer experts who were 
consulted on encasement materials, 
warned the author ‘to never ever 
swallow anything like this’.” 

I’M ALRIGHT, ACTUALLY. 
You’re not alone. Audiopill’s funding 
target is ¤150,000, but when GaGu 
last checked, it had reached just ¤28.

THEY SAY:
“Everything is at the user’s own risk. 
The author waives all responsibility.” 
 
GURU SAYS:
Take your intestinal speaker and 
shove it up your arse.    
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TECH ADVENTURES

SUITS YOU, SIR
Unlike other cycling heads-up displays, 
the Varia Vision can be strapped to 
your existing glasses, meaning you can 
still rock your Oakley rims. It comes 
in a range of sizes to suit, too

DECENT DISPLAY
A 420 x 280-pixel display 
might not sound like 
much in a world of 4K 
TVs, but considering it 
sits about an inch from 
your eyeball, it’ll look 
great. Sadly, you can’t 
watch episodes on Netflix 
when you’re warming down

FEATHERWEIGHT CHAMP
At 28g, the Varia Vision is 
incredibly light. The touch 
display is easy to use, and 
the device can last for up to 
eight hours on a full charge. 
That’s a whole day’s riding
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 AGENDA
SUPERCHARGE ROAD RIDES WITH A HUD

SUPERCHARGE ROAD 
RIDES WITH A HUD
Cyclists have never had it so good, now that Garmin has 
unleashed its latest gadget: a heads-up display designed  
to make your rides faster, safer and more connected

“The Garmin Varia Vision, with its 
touch display, can brave all weather 
conditions for year-round riding”

The Varia Vision works with selected 
Garmin Edge cycling computers

The future of pedalling tech is here, 
people! The Garmin Varia Vision is  
a new heads-up display (HUD) that 
attaches to your existing cycling 

glasses to beam relevant data directly 
into your line of sight as you ride. 

This instant stats gratification is great 
from a safety standpoint, but it also works 
well from a performance one. Without  
the constant up/down head movement 
you get when your cycling computer is 
mounted on your handlebars, the Varia 
Vision should, in theory, make you a faster 
rider, as that up/down movement is one 
less thing sucking at your energy reserves.

Compatible with Garmin’s range of 
cycling computers and devices, plus  
your own smartphone, the Varia Vision 
neatly attaches to your existing cycling 
glasses so that you won’t have to part 
company with your favourite rims. It can 
also be mounted on the left or right  
side of your glasses frame, so you can 
carry on using your preferred shoulder 
safety-checking side without the unit 
obstructing your view.

The Varia Vision is easy to use, with a 
touch display enabling you to flick quickly 
through menu settings. The touch display 
works with gloves, too – perfect for any 
hardcore winter riders – and the IPX7 
rating means the Varia Vision can brave all 
weather conditions. Eight hours of battery 
life gets you a full day of riding to boot.

When it comes to data, you can access 
information such as speed and distance, 
with four data streams on screen at once 
for maximum stat absorption. As the Varia 
Vision uses the power of your handlebar-
mounted Garmin computer, you can also 

check out what your Bluetooth or ANT+ 
connected devices, such as power meters 
and heart-rate sensors, are doing. With 
your smartphone hooked up to the Varia 
Vision, you can access route directions as 
you ride, take calls or read text messages. 

The Varia Vision can also be paired with  
the Varia Rearview Bike Radar system, 
giving you a clear on-screen visual of any 
cars approaching from behind, enabling 
you to monitor the traffic situation.

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 The Varia Vision (£319.99, buy.garmin.

com) goes on sale this month. Don’t 
forget, you’ll also need a compatible 
Garmin Edge computer – choose from 
the 1000, the Explore 1000 or the 520. 
 Once you have the Varia Vision and  

a Garmin computer, you’ll need to pair 
them. To do so, turn on both devices,  
go to the sensor menu on the computer, 

select Remote Display and add the 
glasses once they’re recognised.
 To get the most from the Varia Vision, 

adjust the position of the display relative 
to your eye. Each fit will be different,  
so take a few minutes to find the sweet 
spot for you.



Enjoy better communication with your family or housemates 
using this innovative mini speaker that attaches to your 
fridge and pumps out music, VoIP calls and notifications

As the old saying goes, the 
kitchen is the heart of the 
home. That’s something the 
Triby, a connected speaker 

from Invoxia, holds fast to. This funky 
gadget is all about keeping you and 
your family or housemates connected.  
A mash-up between a music streamer,  
a messaging service and an intercom, 
the Triby attaches to your fridge door, 
walls – in fact, any flat surface. 

Bluetooth-enabled, it can stream  
your favourite radio stations, as well as 
Spotify tunes, via your smartphone. 
Subscribers to Spotify Premium can  
save playlists to the Triby, ready to play 
at the push of a preset button. Backed 

up by robust internal speakers and  
a bass amplifier made by In Vivo 
Acoustic technology, your favourite 
tracks will sound decent.

As for keeping in touch, the Triby can 
be used to make VoIP-based internet 
calls. A combination of HD voice tech 
and four digital mics means you can  
walk up to 15 feet away from the speaker 
and still be heard by whomever you’re 
gassing with, and there’s a Bluetooth 
hands-free option for taking calls even  
if you’re busy cooking or cleaning.

Want to send a note or doodle to your 
partner, mates or kids while you’re out? 
Write or doodle a message via the Triby 
app, and it’ll appear on the speaker’s 

TECH ADVENTURES
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TURN YOUR 
FRIDGE INTO  
A SOCIAL HUB 02

screen (see above). A yellow flag pops  
out when the message is received, and the 
recipient can acknowledge the message  
by pushing the flag back in, by sending  
an emoticon or by using one of two  
preset phone buttons (you can program  
a button with your number) to call you.

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 To turn your fridge into a social hub, head 

to invoxia.com to buy the speaker for £165.
 Next, customise the device with a range  

of coloured bumpers (included in the price).
Choose from red, blue, green or grey.
 Finally, download the dedicated iOS app 

to use the Triby as a music player, connected 
message board, internet call unit and more. 

The Triby is a fun messaging 
device for households that wish 
to be free of a landline. You 
can make internet calls and send 
messages via the Triby iOS app



Track your health with the world’s first device for 
checking mineral and vitamin levels, and receive 
personalised feedback on how to get more of what you need

Think vitamin checks are the 
domain of fitness freaks? 
Well, think again – long-
term vitamin and mineral 

deficiency could actually lead to  
a host of health problems, such as 
fatigue, yellowing skin and depression. 
You might not be desperate to spend 
your spare time finding out how low 
your chromium levels are, but doing  
so could give you the insight needed  
to help nail that ongoing illness.

The Vitastiq utilises EAV methodology 
(based on Chinese acupuncture) to 
measure the status of the 30 most 
important vitamins and minerals in 
your body, determining whether your 
levels are low, too high or bang on. 

To use the non-invasive Vitastiq, 
clean and moisturise your skin and 
connect the device to your phone, 
enabling the Vitastiq to calibrate. 
On-screen instructions in the app 
guide you through where to direct the 
device and for how long. Once you’re 
done, you’ll get a reading on your 
levels, plus feedback on what you  
need more or less of in your diet.

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 To perform your own check, you’ll need 

to buy the Vitastiq ($109/£76, vitastiq.
com), which comes with a carry case.
 Download the app (Android, iOS), 

connect the Vitastiq to your phone’s 
audio port and create a user profile.
 Use the Vitastiq app to discover 

which parts of your body are 
the best areas for testing 
vitamin/mineral levels.
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 AGENDA
PERFORM A HIGH-TECH VITAMIN CHECK

The Vitastiq measures 
the levels of 30 
essential vitamins and 
minerals in your body

PERFORM A HIGH-
TECH VITAMIN 
CHECK AT HOME 03



TECH ADVENTURES
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Ever had one of those shaming 
house-party moments where 
you have a room full of musos 
enjoying your well-crafted 

playlist, only for your shuffle function to  
go udders-up and fill the air with Sinitta’s 
Greatest Hits instead? The Prizm ‘music 
brain’ is a smart music player that’ll ensure 
such shame never plagues you again. 

A sleek pyramid-shaped gadget,  
Prizm is all about automating your playlists 
to suit your mood, the time of day and  
the company you’re keeping. It plugs into 
your existing speakers and doesn’t need  
a phone or tablet to control it. Compatible 
with Soundcloud and Deezer (no Spotify 
support yet), Prizm builds its picture  
of your musical tastes from the artists  
you listen to on those streaming sites. 

By considering who’s in the room,  
what their music preferences are and the 
mood, Prizm always knows what to play.

“We believe the music experience is 
deeply linked to the context,” says Pierre 

an aluminium battery box.  
A patent-pending design, the 
box disperses heat quickly so 
that you can ride for up to 

30 miles per two-hour charge

Evolve your taste in music with funky new audio tech 
that learns the bands you like, and intuitively knows 
what tracks to play depending on who’s in the room 

mode for cruising, plus a 
nifty 3,000-watt Race mode

04

“Prizm senses the time of day or 
night, and plays music accordingly”

EXPAND YOUR 
MUSICAL HORIZONS

Like the sound of a song Prizm has 
suggested? Press the ‘Like’ button  
(a heart) on the side of the device and 
the song will be added to your playlist

Gochgarian, Prizm’s CEO. “We don’t want 
to listen to the same music when we’re 
doing housework as we do when we  
party with friends, or when we’re alone.” 

The device also actively learns your 
tastes and will suggest songs it thinks 
you’ll like. If you enjoy its song suggestion, 
Prizm will add the track to your playlist, 
constantly evolving your music library. 

As Pierre tells us, “Being able to  
enjoy music at the touch of a button, 
without having to browse an app and  
do Bluetooth pairing/cable connection,  

is game-changing for users who want 
to enjoy music every day.” 

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 Prizm is available to buy later this 

month at meetprizm.com, for €149 (£112).
 To get started, plug the player into your 

speaker and pair Prizm with your phone.
 Prizm recognises you by the Deezer or 

Soundcloud apps on your phone, so it’ll 
automatically start up when it detects 
your presence. It also recognises multi-
users and will mix a playlist to suit you all.







 AGENDA
TRACK YOUR RUN WITH SMART CLOTHING
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Technology grows more 
advanced each day, but 
can it help us find love? 
Dating app Once (getonce.

com) reckons it can. The app, which  
has over 100,000 users, has unveiled a 
new feature to help you find romance.

Backed by human matchmakers, Once 
provides users with a ‘highly targeted’ 
match each day at noon. This means 
you’ll have 24 hours to message your 
potential mate. But don’t worry if it 
goes pear-shaped – you’ll still receive 
a new daily match.... just in case. 

“Our research shows that a positive 
match will have an impact on the 

user’s heart rate, and we thought it 
would be an excellent idea to 
integrate wearable technology into our 
app,” says Jean Meyer, CEO of Once. 

Compatible with Fitbit and Android 
Wear devices that measure heart rate, 
Once can flag up if your daily match  
is enough to get your ticker racing. 
“It helps our human matchmakers to 
better understand what type of person 
triggers a positive reaction based on 
first sight,” says Jean.

A premium version of the app, Once 
Infinite (£7.99), gives you a range  
of extra features and even greater 
insight into your potential match.

These days, we can’t move for 
fitness trackers designed to 
keep an eye on our activity.  
But what if you’re a runner  

who wants realtime feedback yet loathes 

wearing fitness bands? Help is on the way 
this March, with a new wearable aimed at 
helping runners track their performance 
without using wristbands.

Lumo Run is a pair of connected 
running shorts (for guys) or capris (for 
gals) with a sensor embedded in the 
waistband to coach users to run faster  
and further. Working with a biomechanist 
to determine the key characteristics for 
ideal running form, Lumo Bodytech has 
created Lumo Run to help runners capture 

Looking for real love? Well, Once, the free 
dating app with over 100,000 active users, has 
a heart-rate function to help you find The One

research-grade biometrics with the aim  
of improving their running form. 

Lumo Run is based around a 
waterproof nine-axis sensor that sits in the 
waistband of the shorts or capris, lasting 
up to a month following a full charge.  
The sensor collects a range of metrics 
during your run, including cadence (steps 
per minute), bounce (the up and down 
movement of your body when running), 
pelvic rotation and stride length, which  
it feeds to the Lumo Run app for analysis.

If you’re happy taking your phone on 
your run, connect your earphones to  
your handset and use the app to gain 
real-time feedback on your running form, 
with insight into pace and distance.

 
START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 Pre-order Lumo Run, with the Lumo 

Run Men’s Starter Pack and Women’s 
Starter Pack each costing $99 (£69), at 
lumobodytech.com. The men’s pack 
comprises shorts, a Lumo Run sensor and 
a charging unit. The women’s pack 
includes capris, sensor and charging unit.
 The shorts and capris sport 360-degree 

reflective features for low-light running 
sessions, built-in pants for support, and 
stretch mesh panels for increased airflow. 
Sweat-wicking fabric aids breathability.
 Before heading out with Lumo Run, 

download the app, create a profile and 
follow the start-up instructions. Take your 
phone and earbuds for in-run coaching.

Find love using 
wearable tech06

 05TRACK YOUR NEXT RUN 
 WITH SMART CLOTHING

Keep the momentum going on your ‘new year, new you’ mantra 
with connected running clobber designed to track your 
performance without you having to wear a wristband

Lumo Run is a pair of smart running 
shorts (guys) or capris (gals) that 
uses a nine-axis sensor to record your 
biomechanical movement while you run

Once works with Fitbit and Android Wear 
devices that measure heart rate, to help 
you discover which of your potential 
mates makes your heart beat fast
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 AGENDA
TAKE HOME A ROBOT DOG

Owning a dog is something 
many people aspire to – dogs 
offer unconditional love and 
companionship, and are 

always up for a game of fetch. Yep, dogs 
can be wonderful… Apart from those 
moments when they tear your sofa a  
new one, or get a case of the squits and 
you have to scrape liquid poop off the 
pavement when taking them for a walk.

Tech company WowWee reckons it has 
a solution for those who want a dog but 
aren’t ready for the responsibility that 
comes with owning a real pooch. CHiP is  
a small yet robust robotic dog that offers 
a fun and adorable way to simulate 
various interactions with the real thing. 

CHiP has been created to play, explore, 
adore, obey and rest. Designed with an 
advanced locomotion system, enabling 
omni-direction motion and agility, it  
can deftly avoid obstacles (ie furniture). 
Beacon sense technology helps him to 

recognise what’s happening around him, 
while accelerometer and gyroscope 
sensors help the robot pooch to become 
aware of when he’s being picked up.

Download the CHiP app and you  
can set up notifications to let you know 
when he’s hungry, needs to sleep, wants  
to play or simply wants to be petted. 
Capacitive touch sensors enable CHiP  
to feel your touch. WowWee’s cute robotic 
pup will also learn to recognise you,  
its owner. That means he can be trained  
to wait for you at the door each day  
when you come home from work. 

A range of accessories are included 
with CHiP, including two Smartband 

controllers and a Bluetooth-enabled  
ball. The ball is loaded with eight sensors 
so that CHiP can easily find and catch  
it when you’re playing fetch together.  
The four mecanum wheels in place of 
paws mean he can zoom around, too.

Give a robot dog a home today and  
get your first taste of what’s it like living 
with tech’s answer to man’s best friend.

START YOUR ADVENTURE TODAY
 If you want to learn more about CHiP 

and see him in action, check out the 
promo video on WowWee’s dedicated 
CHiP website (www.chipk9.com). Ready 
to buy? You can pre-order CHiP for $199 
(£151), with shipping to begin this July.
 CHiP comes with two Smartband 

controllers, a Bluetooth ball and a  
bed that doubles as a charging pod,  
to which he intuitively returns to sleep  
(to charge). When you get CHiP home, 
download the app (Android and iOS) 
and follow the set-up instructions.
 CHiP can communicate with you  

in woofs, growls, whines and barks,  
and loves to learn new tricks. And  
the smarter CHiP becomes, the  
more badges he’ll earn via the app.

Is your family nagging you about getting a dog? Give them  
a techy taste of the real thing with an adorable robotic pup

TAKE HOME  
A ROBOT DOG07

“CHiP has four mecanum wheels in 
place of paws, so that he can zoom 
around while playing fetch with you”

CHiP can learn new 
tricks, recognise its 
owner and play fetch 
without smashing into 
people or furniture



TEC
       

    THE MOST  
ENTERTAINING

Whether you’re massively into movies 

or obscenely into audio, there’s 

nothing worse than watching your 

favourite film or listening to your 

treasured tunes on sub-par equipment.   

So, what better time to upgrade your 

entertainment set-up? And T3 is here to help.

Over the following pages, we bring you the most 

entertaining tech in the world today – the best 

gadgets and gear for improving your listening and 

Words: Dan Grabham, Jim Hill, Dave James, Jim McCauley, Craig Stewart        
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THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY

H 
TODAY 

TERRIFIC TVS P48

AMAZING AV RECEIVERS P52

NIFTY NETWORK PLAYERS P55

POWERFUL PROJECTORS P51 MAGIC MULTI-ROOM AUDIO P60

SPINE-TINGLING SPEAKERS P58

HAIR-RAISING HEADPHONES P62

HEAVENLY HI-RES AUDIO P64

viewing experience. From thrill-a- 

minute 4K TVs and home-cinema AV 

receivers, to headphones and Hi-Res 

Audio players that’ll bring your music  

to life, we’ve picked the best kit for you, 

even if you don’t have the budget of 

Manchester City.

So read on and, by the time you reach 

p65, you’ll be full of ideas on how you can 

make your content even more enjoyable…
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                    Photography: Joe Branston and Joby Sessions
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TERRIFIC TVS

 Panasonic 
TX-65CZ952B

 LG may be the only company  

able to actually produce these OLED 

panels, but Panasonic might well 

have perfected everything else  

with this impressive OLED TV. The 

exceptional image quality owes as 

much to the Panasonic 4K Pro image 

processing as it does to the LG  

panel it uses. Panasonic has also 

employed Hollywood talent such as 

Ridley Scott to finalise the colour 

calibration of the screen. In other 

words, all the stops have been pulled 

out for this stunning 4K HDR TV.

£7,749, panasonic.com/uk

RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING 

4K TELEVISION

 LG 65EF950V
 Ahh, OLED. Let us count 

the ways we love thee…  

One: the incredible colour 

reproduction. Two: the 

unprecedented black levels. 

Three: the contrast. Four:  

you just make everything 

look utterly incredible.  

LG’s glorious 65EF950V 

offers all of the above – and 

what’s more, it’s the first of 

the OLED tellies to ditch  

the divisive curved screen.

£3,699, lg.com/uk

 Samsung 
UE65JS9500

 This is the top-of-the-line 

Samsung TV right now, and it 

shows. Matching a Quantum 

Dot, curved LCD panel with a 

4K Ultra HD native resolution 

and stunning HDR support, 

the UE65JS9500 is a whole 

lot of TV. It’s also rocking an 

upgradeable connections 

box, which gives you peace 

of mind when it comes to 

future-proofing. Thoughtful.

£3,499, samsung.com

 The combination of 

incredible picture quality  

and freakishly large screen  

(a whopping 75 inches) makes 

this Sony 4K Android TV  

an absolute beast of a box.

Making it even more  

gigantic, though, are the best 

speakers – and hence audio  

– of any TV out there right 

now. Just be aware that  

you’re going to need a whole 

lot of space to cope with it.

£4,499, sony.co.uk

 Sony KD75X9405C
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Tech explained…
High 
dynamic 
range

 High dynamic range 
(HDR) is the next big 
thing for televisions, 
and was the main tech 
buzzphrase floating 
around at this year’s CES 
(Consumer Electronics 
Show) in Las Vegas.  
Where 4K Ultra HD TVs  
are all about bringing 
more pixels to the 
screen, HDR is all about 
making them better 

pixels, and arguably 
gives more of a boost to 
the visual fidelity of  
an image than the move 
from 1080p to 4K did.

HDR ensures that you 
see greater depth in 
shadows and darker images, 
as well as far more 
accurate colours than 
before – with a greater 
range of shades available 
to compatible panels.  
The common example is of 
a ray of sunlight that 
would normally appear as 
white and washed-out – 
with both an HDR source 
and display, you’ll see 
all the subtle orange  
and yellows hues instead.

Sadly, that does  
mean you’ll need a new 
display rated for HDR. 
But, thankfully, the  
Ultra HD Alliance has 
released the new Ultra  
HD Premium badge, so  
you’ll know whether or 
not your next TV will cut 
it when it comes to HDR.

4K is so last year, 
dahling. 2016 is all 
about the rise of HDR…

 Samsung 
UE65JS9000

 Considering it’s £1,000 less 

than the top-end Samsung 

SUHD TV, the UE65JS9000 

really isn’t missing much.  

You still get HDR playback,  

a 4K Ultra HD panel and  

the impressive Tizen OS  

to go with that stylish, 

sweeping Samsung design. 

The only real difference  

is the edge-lit versus 

direct-lit LED backlighting.

£2,699, samsung.com

 Philips 55PUT6400
 For most of us, a 65-inch 

TV is just too big for our 

home; the more-reasonable 

55-inch panels are about  

as broad as we want our 

widescreens to go. And  

this great-value Philips is an 

undeniably quality option. 

The upscaling is decent,  

and native 4K looks great.  

It’s missing Philips’ beautiful 

Ambilight tech, but we can 

forgive that at this price.

£650, philips.co.uk

 Sony  
KD-65S8505C

 Sony has opted to curve 

its second-tier 4K Android 

TVs, but (thankfully) it’s only 

given the screens a subtle 

bend. The KD-65S8505C  

still uses the excellent 

Triluminos colour technology, 

and has the typically brilliant 

Sony image-processing  

and upscaling skills. That 

means the picture quality is 

nothing short of fantastic.

£2,099, sony.co.uk

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY

 A few years back, 1080p OLEDs cost as much 

as £10,000. Now you can pick up a 55-inch 

OLED, with a native 4K panel, for just £2,250. 

The actual processing may be slightly sluggish 

compared with the top LG or Panasonic  

OLEDs, but the picture is still incredibly good, 

and the LG webOS software is brilliant.

£2,250, lg.com/uk

 LG 55EG920V

HDR makes better pixels, which 
makes better telly – in theory
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TERRIFIC TVS 

 LG 49UF770V
 You don’t have to spend a 

fortune to get a decent-sized 

4K LCD TV – as this telly  

from LG proves. At 49 inches, 

the 49UF770V has enough 

screen real-estate to deliver 

that big-screen effect into 

your lounge. The upscaling 

from 1080p to 4K may not be 

perfect, but the 4K playback 

almost is, and it also packs the 

excellent webOS software.

£599, lg.com/uk

 Samsung 
UE48JS8500

 This is the most affordable 

of Samsung’s SUHD range, 

and it’s a good-value entry 

point to 4K HDR playback.  

At 48 inches, it’s still a  

decent-sized panel, and  

the curve adds to its stylish  

look, however you feel  

about the bend. Image 

quality is stunning and the 

Tizen OS almost as good.

£1,249, samsung.com

 Panasonic  
TX-40CX680B

 Panasonic’s combination 

of quality picture processing, 

impressive 4K panel and 

user-friendly Firefox OS 

makes this 40-incher a 

worthy consideration. It’s 

also great value at £559, and 

even though it’s probably as 

small a screen as you’d want 

for 4K, you still get some 

fantastic images out of it.

£559, panasonic.com/uk

 Samsung 
UE32J6300

 Maybe you’re not just 

looking for a TV for your 

living room… How about a 

sleek, curved screen for the 

bedroom? This Samsung TV 

is probably the finest 32-inch 

1080p set you can buy right 

now, and with native Full HD 

content it looks fantastic.  

It may not be the cheapest, 

but you pay for quality.

£349, samsung.com

 Is there still a place for 

1080p TVs? There’s a dearth  

of 4K content at the moment, 

so a high-end 55-inch 1080p 

Sony Android TV for £750  

still seems like pretty good 

value. Add in the fact that  

the picture quality from this 

Full HD TV is absolutely 

stunning, and you have to ask: 

do you really need 4K yet?

£750, sony.co.uk

 Sony KDL-55W805C

 Panasonic TX-50CX802B
 Its OLED TVs may be taking all  

the plaudits, but don’t rule out the 

TX-50CX802B – possibly the best LCD 

TV Panasonic has ever created. It’s 

more concerned with image accuracy 

and detail than oversaturated colours 

and blinding brightness, but that 

makes this an HDR-ready 4K TV with  

a quality Firefox OS, decent screen 

size and a good-value price tag.

£1,149, panasonic.com/uk
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POWERFUL PROJECTORS
Picking the perfect 
projector screen

 Even if you live in  
a house where the lounge 
has a perfectly sized, 
and oriented, wall to 
project onto, it’s not 
going to deliver the 
absolute best home-cinema 
experience. A dedicated 
projector screen will 
reflect back more light, 
because of the material’s 
special coating, and 
therefore make images  
and colours brighter and 
much more vibrant.

That doesn’t mean you 
have to turn your living 
room into a dedicated 
home-cinema paradise. 
Screens that’ll fold  
away at the drop of a 
hat, or even the press  
of a button, are more 
affordable than ever. 
Yep, a motorised screen, 
that can roll up at the 
beck and call of a remote 
control, can be yours.

Now you just need to 
figure out where to stick 
the projector itself.  
To ceiling-mount or not, 
that’s the question…

Don’t just beam it onto a 
wall – pair your projector 
with a great display…

 Sony  
VPL-VW300ES
For the pinnacle of home-cinema set-ups, 

plain ol’ HD projectors just aren’t enough.  

This high-end Sony beamer is actually  

the most affordable (yep!) Ultra HD 4K 

projector out there. If you want the  

cinema effect in the comfort of your own 

home, you’d be hard-pushed to get 

anything as sharp as the VPL-VW300ES, 

whether you’re playing native Ultra HD 

content or upscaling from 1080p.

£5,849, sony.co.uk

 BenQ W1350
3D movies arguably make 

more sense on projectors, 

with the larger, wall-sized 

images they produce –  

and that’s where BenQ’s 

relatively inexpensive W1350 

excels. Even without 3D 

sources, it hardly puts a  

foot wrong when it comes  

to displaying Full HD content 

in all its glory, and it’s bright 

enough to use in the day.

£799, benq.co.uk

 Optoma HD36
With a 310W lamp inside  

it, the HD36 is brighter than 

pretty much any other 

home-cinema beamer, yet  

it’s still capable of decent 

contrast levels. It’s also 

packing some decent 30W 

speakers, making it an 

impressive on-the-hoof 

projector for that impromptu 

games night or cinema 

session around a pal’s house.

£465, optoma.co.uk

 ViewSonic 
LightStream 
PJD7830HDL
This ViewSonic model proves 

that you don’t need to spend 

a fortune to get a decent 

home-cinema projector.  

As well as being affordable, 

it’s very portable, comes  

with highly functional 16W 

speakers and operates 

surprisingly well during the 

daytime. Worth a look.

£579, viewsoniceurope.com

 Epson EH-LS10000
The EH-LS10000 is Epson’s 

top-of-the-line projector  

and, while it’s around the 

same price as Sony’s 4K 

beamer, it only delivers  

Full HD. That said, it offers a 

little more than the standard 

1080p projectors we’ve seen, 

accepting Ultra HD content 

and producing 4K-like 

images, thanks to its long-

lasting laser-light engine.

£5,999, epson.co.uk

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY

RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING 

PROJECTOR
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AMAZING AV RECEIVERS

 Yamaha RX-A2050
 With the transition to 4K resolution and 

the arrival of two completely new surround- 

sound formats, some AV receivers are  

being left behind – but not the future-ready 

Yamaha RX-A2050. It can decode both 

Dolby Atmos and DTS:X soundtracks,  

and its nine HDMI ports are all set for  

Ultra HD Blu-ray at 60 frames per second.  

It can also handle all of the Hi-Res Audio 

files we can think of, and has wireless 

connectivity covered with Airplay, Wi-Fi  

and Bluetooth built in. But with nine  

discrete 140W amplifiers, the key advantage 

here is the sheer power and flexibility  

at your disposal. Rig up a Dolby Atmos 

7.2.2-channel, or 5.2.4-channel, cinema  

and lose yourself in the surround sound.

£1,500, uk.yamaha.com

 Onkyo TX-NR646 
 Onkyo’s aggressively 

priced 7.1-channel receiver 

manages to fit both Dolby 

Atmos and DTS:X onto  

its features list, making a 

mockery of the high-end 

models that missed the 3D- 

sound boat. It also offers 

AirPlay and Bluetooth, and  

is fairly future-safe, thanks  

to its bang-up-to-date HDMI 

2.0a ports and an affinity  

for Hi-Res Audio files. 

£350, uk.onkyo.com

 Onkyo TX-RZ800
 While Onkyo’s TX-NR838 

is still a T3 favourite, its 

successor looks even sharper, 

thanks to a radical new (and 

rather lovely) chassis design, 

with a large metal flap 

concealing the front controls. 

Onkyo didn’t want to scare 

anyone with the number  

of buttons, but then there  

are a great many features  

to cater to, such as Dolby  

Atmos and DTS:X processing. 

£1,050, uk.onkyo.com

 Denon AVR-X6200W
When you have nine separate 205W amplifiers on board,  

like this bad boy from Denon, driving a 7.1.2 Dolby Atmos 

set-up in a large room is a breeze. Denon’s clever processing 

actually lets you stretch to a 7.1.4 arrangement if you add  

your own stereo amplifier and additional height speakers. 

Eight HDMI inputs handle your tricky HDR and 3D sources, 

outputting everything in glorious 4K.

£1,799, denon.co.uk 

RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING 

AV RECEIVER
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Tech explained…
DOLBY 
ATMOS

 When you upgrade a 
Dolby 5.1 set-up to a 7.1 
system by adding a pair 
of ‘back’ speakers, you’re 
rewarded with a more 
cohesive surround sound. 
But add another two (or 
four) ‘height’ speakers 
and you’ll be listening 
to the 3D soundscape  
of Dolby Atmos. With  
the extra channels  
placed in the ceiling,  
or bounced from upward- 
firing speakers, Atmos 
can simulate spookily 
realistic overhead 
effects. In fact, it can 
place 128 independent 
audio objects around the 
room in a 5.1.2 or 7.1.4 
configuration (where the 
2 and the 4 represent 
your new height speakers). 

You’ll find Dolby Atmos 
soundtracks cropping up 
on Blu-ray releases like 
Sherlock and Gravity, and 
streaming services like 
Netflix with increasing 
frequency, while AV 
manufacturers are all 
keen to get the Atmos 
badge onto hardware. As 
for Ultra HD Blu-ray, you 
can expect Atmos to be 
the new sound standard. 

But sometimes, having 
seven speakers just isn’t 
practical, which is why 
you can also find Dolby 
Atmos decoding built  
into soundbars like the 
excellent Samsung  
HW-K950. It uses multiple 
drive units in a single 
speaker to give you a 
similar 3D sound effect.  

It’s time to give your 
home cinema system the 
happy Atmos it deserves

 Yamaha RX-A550 
 This is the entry point into 

Yamaha’s premium Aventage 

line, which means superior 

build quality and audiophile 

components. For Dolby 

Atmos and DTS:X, you’ll  

need to look a bit further  

up the range, but you’ll find 

AirPlay, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 

here, plus MusicCast, 

enabling you to ping to 

any Bluetooth speaker 

(whether it’s Yamaha or not).

£550, uk.yamaha.com 

 Harman Kardon  
AVR 151S  

 For smaller rooms, this 

5.1-channel receiver offers  

a highly tempting array  

of features and sockets  

at a rather sensible price. 

With 75W available to each 

speaker, there’s enough 

power to deliver Dolby 

TrueHD soundtracks  

without sounding in any  

way strained, while its 

HDMI ports pass 4K video.

£350, harmankardon.co.uk

 Sony STR-DN1070 
 Sony’s black box makes  

a fine wireless hub for your 

home-entertainment set-up, 

thanks to its NFC, AirPlay  

and Google Cast integration. 

The high-spec, 7.2-channel 

receiver promises seamless 

surround from its 4K- 

compliant HDMI ports;  

and while there’s no Dolby 

Atmos, this audiophile  

deck can handle every kind 

of Hi-Res Audio source.   

£500, sony.co.uk 

 Pioneer’s powerhouse is perfect for a 

full-scale Dolby Atmos set-up. With 150W 

amplifiers driving all seven channels, and two 

subwoofer pre-outputs instead of one, you can 

assemble a potent 5.2.2 Atmos configuration.  

You’ll find seven HDMI ports at the rear, which all 

support 3D and 4K video. In fact, the on-board 

video processor will upscale low-resolution 

sources and output them all in Ultra HD for you.   

£500, pioneer-audiovisual.eu

  With the NR1606’s refreshingly slim design, 

Marantz proves that AV receivers don’t have  

to weigh the same as a small car to compete. 

This mid-priced machine crams in seven discrete 

amplifiers, eight HDMI ports, Wi-Fi and Bluetooth. 

It also includes this year’s two must-have 

features, Dolby Atmos and DTS:X decoding.  

It’s a little light on power at 50W per channel, 

but perfect for a modest home cinema set-up.

£550, marantz.co.uk  

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY

 Pioneer VSX-930  

 Marantz NR1606  
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NIFTY NETWORK PLAYERS

 Marantz NA6005
 It’s perhaps a little unfair 

that Marantz has a reputation 

for ugly but effective amps, 

because the NA6005 is a 

nice-looking, chunky network 

player. And it’s capable of 

top-notch sound thanks to 

Marantz’s renowned HDAM 

technology, which delivers  

an ultra-high slew rate and 

bandwidth to deliver audio 

quality to please the purists. 

It’s also very affordable.

£299, marantz.co.uk

 Pioneer N-70A
 We all know that you  

can’t beat Pioneer for big 

sound, and if you want 

punchy performance  

from your network player, 

you should definitely 

consider the N-70A. It’s  

a discreet and affordable  

way to get Hi-Res audio 

(right up to 32-bit/ 

384kHz), and DSD files up  

to 5.6MHz, to reverberate 

around your living room.

£899, pioneer.eu

 Yamaha R-N301
 This Yamaha looks way more expensive than it actually is.  

It has the build quality of a 1980s Mercedes-Benz, and in 

much the same way that retro Mercs purr, this network  

player effortlessly delivers rich, Hi-Res sounds – although  

an Ethernet connection is recommended for 24-bit/192kHz 

FLAC/WAV files. The R-N301 is a real streaming bargain!

£219, uk.yamaha.com

 Cambridge Audio CXN
 Cambridge makes some of the finest  

music systems around, and the CXN network 

player is a fine addition to that lineage. It has  

a gloriously slim, floating design that’s simply 

beautiful; and the sound quality, if anything, 

surpasses that. The powerful digital engine 

upsamples your tunes to 24-bit/384kHz  

Hi-Res quality, then passes them via twin 

Wolfson WM8740 DACs in dual-differential 

configuration to give the ultimate in tonal 

clarity. Even at £700, it’s a real bargain.

£700, cambridgeaudio.com

RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING 
NETWORK PLAYER

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY
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How to…
Get the  
best Hi-Res 
Audio set-up 

 For the very best  
audio quality, you need 
wires. However, with  
the emergence of Hi-Res 
Audio, you can have a 
wireless set-up that gets 
close enough for all but 
the purist. Firstly, you 
need a fast broadband 
connection with minimal 
dropout. Get hold of a 
specialist router and 
ensure you have no Wi-Fi 
black spots – a decent 
Wi-Fi range extender or 
booster will eliminate 
those bad signal areas 
around the home. Then you 

need a Hi-Res network 
player, and to pair it  
to the best-quality 
speakers you can afford 
– this should be your 
biggest financial 
outgoing – but do ensure 
that they’re a good fit 
for your amplifier. Test 
the speakers out in-store, 
and bring your amp with 
you if possible.

Finally, it’s no good 
having a stunning audio 
set-up if you’re listening 
to lo-fi music. To make 
the most of your favourite 
albums, you should go for 
CD-quality files (ALAC  
or FLAC). You can even 
stream FLAC using Tidal. 
For the ultimate sound, 
you’ll want 24-bit files, 
available from the likes 
of Qobuz or HDTracks 
(which you can play by 
attaching a NAS or HDD  
to your network player).

You’re going to need a 
stable, solid network, 
the right player and the 
best-quality source files

 Google  
Chromecast Audio

 Google’s ingenious little 

hockey puck will turn your 

existing audio equipment 

into a network player. It’ll 

stream Hi-Res Audio (albeit  

at 24-bit/96kHz), and if you 

buy more than one of them 

(hardly a massive outlay),  

you can create a multi-room 

system with your old gear. 

Now, that’s amazing.

£30, google.com/

chromecast

 Onkyo TX-8150
 If you like your sounds 

smooth, try out Onkyo’s 

latest audio streamer: a 

32-bit/384kHz Asahi Kasei 

DAC decodes a digital  

source like George Clooney 

borrowing a cup of sugar, 

meaning the TX-8150 delivers 

rich, velvety audio whether 

its sourced from AirPlay or 

your vinyl collection. Oh,  

and did you know ‘Onkyo’ 

means ‘audio’ in Japanese?

£549, uk.onkyo.com

 Linn Majik DSM
 Linn is renowned for its 

high-quality audio products, 

and the Majik DSM doesn’t 

disappoint. Understated  

in its design but capable of 

pure, unadulterated sonic 

beauty, it’ll handle any format 

you throw at it (and has  

15 inputs). Plus, its Space 

Optimisation tech means  

you don’t have to have your 

speakers in an optimum 

listening position. Impressive.

£2,695, linn.co.uk

NIFTY NETWORK PLAYERS 

The NT-503DAB supports Hi-Res Audio over 

USB, and Hi-Res streaming over a network; 

plus it upscales to 12.2MHz DSD and 384kHz 

PCM. As the name suggests, it adds DAB/

DAB+ skills to its weaponry, and it has a 

pleasingly minimal fascia, too. Not bad for 

something the size of a ream of A4 paper.

£949, teac-audio.eu

 TEAC NT-503DAB

 Denon CEOL RCDN9
 Denon’s CEOL range is 

super-stylish, and it backs that 

up with decent performance. 

This includes the all-important 

FLAC 24-bit/192kHz 

compatibility, streaming from 

NAS, computers, mobile 

devices, the internet, via  

Wi-Fi, Ethernet, Bluetooth  

and USB. But it’s really about 

the looks. Mmm, Denon.

£249, denon.co.uk
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SPINE-TINGLING SPEAKERS

 B&W CM6 S2

 B&W MT-50 
 Bowers & Wilkins’ mid-

range 5.1 surround system 

packs incredible power into 

its compact units, but the key 

to this home cinema system 

is in its balance – individually, 

the sub and satellites may  

not be the ultimate, but  

as a complete system they 

harmonise beautifully. 

Available in matte black or 

matte white, the MT-50 is  

a class act that really delivers.

£1,090, bowers-wilkins.co.uk

 Naim Ovator S-400
 Technically innovative on 

the inside, understated and 

cool on the outside, Naim’s 

S-400 speakers immerse  

you in a world of precision 

and power; we’d say that  

a pair of these are the sonic 

equivalent of a skilled 

surgeon performing a highly 

delicate but extremely 

invasive procedure on your 

auditory sensors. In other 

words, they sound immense. 

£3,950, naimaudio.com

 Bang & Olufsen 
BeoLab 18 

 You either like to  

make a smack-in-the-face 

design statement or you 

don’t; the BeoLab 18s  

are, like much of B&O’s 

gloriously sculpturesque 

kit, for those of you who 

do. Cutting-edge WiSA 

technology ensures 

stunning Hi-Res wireless 

transfer, leading to crystal- 

tinged audio. If you can 

then you must. Really.

£4,975, bang-olufsen.com

RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING 

SPEAKERS

 These stunning speakers don’t just ooze class, 

they spank similarly priced rivals for sound quality, 

too. The functional and beautiful, 

woven-kevlar mid/bass driver 

seems to float in among the 

deep gloss black (or satin 

white, or rosenut) of 

 the cabinet, with the 

tweeter perched on top in what appears to  

be a design flourish (but is there to create  

a more lifelike sound and tonal purity, says  

B&W). And it works, with the CM6 S2 having  

excellent projection and unbeatable 

bass definition for the price.  

A sublime pair of speakers.

£1,500, bowers-wilkins.co.uk
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Three of the best…
Bluetooth and 
AirPlay speakers

 Creative Woof 3
This tiny Bluetooth 
speaker packs a real 
punch! As well as 
streaming over Bluetooth, 
it’s a media player on  
its own, thanks to a 
Micro SD slot, and  
comes in a variety of 
lovely metallic colours.
£40, uk.creative.com

 Bose SoundTouch 10
The SoundTouch 10 can be 
used as part of a multi-
room set-up, but excels  
as a standalone Bluetooth 
speaker. Retro styling 
means it stands out in  
a segment dominated by 
curious shapes, and the 
sound quality is ace.
£170, bose.co.uk

 Naim Mu-so Qb
This cube comes in black, 
blue, orange or red, but 
looks stunning however 
it’s dressed. It’s 
compatible with AirPlay, 
aptX Bluetooth, Spotify 
Connect, Tidal and 
internet radio, and you 
can stream Hi-Res files!
£595, naimaudio.com

Three top portable  
boxes you can stream  
your music to with ease

 Q Acoustics  
Concept 20

 How Q Acoustics can 

create speakers of this 

quality for this price, we  

have no idea. But it does,  

and the Concept 20s have  

a huge array of talent that’ll 

leave you regretting forking 

out for speakers twice the 

price – although they’re 

worth pairing with the 

excellent stands, available 

separately. Great value.

£249, qacoustics.co.uk

 Dali Kubik One 
 Dali’s debut soundbar  

will have guests playing ‘spot  

the satellite speakers’ with  

its superb virtual surround.  

The Kubik One is a real spec 

demon: soft dome tweeters, 

wood-fibre cones, low-loss 

rubber surrounds, a glass- 

reinforced polymer basket 

and a fully digital four-

channel stereo Class D 

amplifier. As far as soundbars 

go, it’s one of the best.

£800, dalikubik.com

 Neat Iota 
 Neat wins the inaugural  

(or should that be in-aural?)  

T3 award for sound-per-

square inch with the brilliant 

Iota, a pair of titchy, colourful 

boxes that pack an incredible 

depth and range of sound. 

Created by musicians for 

music lovers, the Iota is 

specially developed for  

areas where space is at a 

premium. And yes, they are 

meant to be on their sides.

£549, neat.co.uk

 KEF LS50
 If it’s all about that bass, 

then these bins are for you 

– you may not think so, given 

their petite appearance,  

but the LS50s chuck out  

a surprising degree of  

low-frequency beats. They 

also have drivers that look 

like the ferocious heart  

of a nearby supernova, 

which to us is a bonus.

£799, kef.com

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY
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 HEOS by Denon
 The battle between Denon and Sonos is bloody,  

and there have been casualties – Sonos’s PLAY:5 crumbled  

in the face of the HEOS 7, and forced Sonos to rethink  

its flagship network unit. But while the PLAY:5’s sequel  

is stellar, HEOS is still the best overall multi-room  

audio system (just about). The sound reproduction is 

stunning, and app control is tighter than a tourniquet.  

It’s a classy system that looks just right in every room.

From £199, denon.co.uk

 Pure Jongo X
 Digital audio expert Pure 

has given its Jongo X series  

a refresh, with black/graphite 

and white/ice unit-and-grille 

combinations dishing out 

the style. Meanwhile, Pure’s 

engineers have made 

fundamental design changes 

to the DSP (digital signal 

processor) to deliver richer 

bass and finer-tuned audio 

at all volumes. You can’t 

get much better for a ton.

From £100, pure.com

 Bluesound Gen 2 
 If you’re after some  

Hi-Res action, this is a  

good shout. You’ll need a 

Bluesound Node to start 

streaming: connect that to 

the Bluesound Pulse and/or 

the Duo 2.1 sub/speaker 

combo, and off you go. 

Performance is stunning:  

big and bold, yet smooth  

and refined – and as well  

as Hi-Res, it’s a class act  

in terms of lossy files, too.

From £599, bluesound.com

 Sonos
 The iconic design of the 

multi-room master is still 

hard to beat, and if you  

want to build an affordable 

system from scratch, you 

can’t go wrong with Sonos. 

Start with a PLAY:5 and you 

can add more speakers as 

you go along, including the 

PLAY:3 and the diddy PLAY:1, 

which is arguably the best  

of the lot, pound for pound. 

It’s also a cinch to set up.

From £169, sonos.com 

 B&W A5/A7
 Individually, the A5 and  

A7 are stunning speakers 

that both owe much to the 

company’s Zeppelin dock 

speaker in terms of build and 

sound impact. But link them 

up and suddenly you have an 

app-controlled multi-room 

system that may not have the 

features of rivals, but offers  

a premium product in terms 

of looks and sound quality.

From £399,  

bowers-wilkins.co.uk

RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING 

MULTI-ROOM
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 Musaic
 Musaic not only provides  

a superb pair of multi-room 

devices – namely, the MP5  

and the MP10 – but it smoothly 

integrates with your smart 

home to control your 

dimmers, bulbs and switches. 

These are by no means 

gimmicky speakers, though 

– they sound superb and  

play lossless WAV, FLAC, 

AIFF and ALAC, as well as 

24-bit/192kHz Hi-Res Audio.

From £280, musaic.com

 LG Music Flow
 LG’s attempt to dethrone 

Sonos utilises the excellent 

Google Cast to power its 

multi-room abilities, and is 

incredible value compared  

to its rivals, with LG managing  

to deliver excellent-quality 

sound through each of the 

three sizes of speaker. OK,  

we know the Music Flow  

app isn’t the most intuitive 

around, but it’s improving  

all the time. Props, LG.

From £100, lg.com/uk

 Harman Kardon 
Omni

 Harman Kardon’s unusual 

pill- (Omni 10) and lozenge- 

(Omni 20) shaped speakers 

are strangely reminiscent of 

the company’s wonderful 

in-car speaker systems, and 

the sound quality is just 

extraordinary. Plus, Harman 

Kardon offers Adapt, which 

will transform your existing 

set-up to a wireless streamer.

From £100,  

harmankardon.co.uk

How to…
Keep  
your tunes 
flowing

 Multi-room audio is a 
revelation, enabling you 
to stream your sounds  
to any room in the home 
wirelessly, but you might 
find that your Wi-Fi 
network is ineffective in 
parts of your abode. The 
result: your multi-room 
speakers will struggle  
to connect, or streaming 
will be choppy as hell. 

The solution is, as 
it’s always been, to 
extend the range of your 
wireless network. The 
easiest way to do this  
is to buy a wireless 
repeater that piggybacks 
onto your network, 
essentially mirroring its 
signal to the area you 
place it. It’s a cheap  
fix but you’ll get some 
loss of network speed.

Alternatively, T3’s 
preferred method is to 
upgrade your system with 
Powerline. Using your 
home’s electrics, you can 
ferry your internet 
connection from one part 
of the home to another 
without loss of speed. 
Make sure you choose a 
Powerline adapter with 

Wi-Fi built in – this lets 
you create a new Wi-Fi 
network wherever there’s 
a power socket, enabling 
you to easily cover 
wireless black spots 
anywhere in the home.

Wireless audio is fast 
becoming the de facto way 
of listening to music. 
We’re geared up for it, 
but are our homes?

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY

 Samsung R-series
 The gloriously alien, 

egg-like Samsung R6 and its 

more powerful bigger brother, 

the no-less-sci-fi R7, bring 

wireless omni-directional 

sound to your multi-room 

set-up – perfect for larger 

rooms with central islands or 

giant coffee tables. Samsung’s 

intuitive Multiroom app  

gives you full control of the 

beefy R-series sound, as  

well as every other part of 

your Samsung AV set-up.

From £329, samsung.com
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RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING  

HEADPHONES

 McIntosh MHP1000
 For those with a serious 

home-entertainment budget, 

these luxurious audiophile 

cans from McIntosh are  

worth a look. Developed with 

German master of sound 

Beyerdynamic, and featuring 

its Tesla technology, these 

surprisingly light and 

comfortable headphones 

deliver heavyweight sound: 

deep bass, rich mid-range  

and sharp treble. Nice.

£1,995, mcintoshlabs.com 

 B&O Play H8 
 B&O’s premium wireless 

on-ears are packed with 

technology for when you’re 

on the move, including  

smart touch controls on the 

right ear cup, and active 

noise cancellation. Bring 

them home, plug them  

into your amp, and you’re 

rewarded with big sound 

(that’s maybe a little heavy 

on the bass) and a lightweight 

fit for hours of listening.

£399, beoplay.com

 AKG N60 NC 
 If you’re after a pair of 

all-round headphones that  

you can take out and about,  

but that’ll also step up to home 

entertainment, look no further 

than these little beauties  

from AKG. The N60s are light, 

comfortable and robust 

on-ears with clear sound 

across the range, and have 

active noise cancelling  

for when you want to  

shut out the world.

£230, uk.akg.com

 Grado GS1000e  
 Grado’s statement headphones are 

designed to be both seen and heard, with  

a luscious mahogany earpiece and a big open 

back that means everyone can enjoy their 

superb sound quality, which benefits from 

plenty of burn-in. Their enormous earpads 

make for a fabulous fit, and also work with  

the wooden air chamber to provide a bigger, 

more spatial sound. Even when you’re not 

enjoying their output, these cans make for  

a cracking conversation piece. 

£899, grado.co.uk
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Tech explained…
Better sound 
through 
nanotech

 When it comes to the 
important business of 
generating top-quality 
sound, headphone makers 
tend to stick to the 
tried-and-trusted 
solution of moving-coil 
drivers. They do the job 
and there are any number 
of ways in which 
manufacturers can eke 
better performance out  
of them, but the basic 
technology works the same 
way as it did in 1925.

The world of 
nanotechnology might 
provide a new direction 
for headphones tech, 
though: researchers in 
China have been working 

on a thermo-acoustic 
process that rapidly 
heats and cools down 
carbon nanotubes to 
generate sound. It can  
be used to build tiny 
speakers and earphones 
with no moving parts;  
and while there are 
challenges along the  
way, such as providing 
adequate venting for  
all the generated heat, 
ensuring that the 
technology scales to 
full-size headphones,  
and, vitally, providing 
premium sound quality,  
it could mean a whole  
new world of lightweight 
but powerful cans.  
Watch this space.

Headphones have been made 
the same way for ages. 
But with advancements  
in nanotechnology, that 
could be about to change…

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY

 Shure SRH1840 
 If you want the acoustic 

benefits of an open-back 

design without annoying 

everyone around you,  

Shure’s no-nonsense cans are 

well worth consideration. 

These precision-engineered 

headphones provide 

pro-level reproduction of any 

audio with surprisingly little 

leakage, and they’re light  

and comfortable enough to 

wear for hours and hours.

£399, shure.co.uk

 Audio-Technica 
ATH-W1000Z 

 The 11th generation of 

Audio-Technica’s W-series 

headphones feature beautiful, 

polished-teak housings that 

look stunning, enhance bass 

notes and shut out external 

distractions without the need 

for active noise cancelling. 

Try before you buy, though 

– their ‘3D wing’ support 

mechanism can make for  

a bit of an awkward fit.

£599, audio-technica.com

 Beyerdynamic T1 
2nd Gen 

 Beyerdynamic’s new T1s 

are supremely comfortable 

600ohm monsters with 

precise and powerful bass, 

clear mid-range and crisp 

treble. Plus, its Tesla tech 

results in greater volume 

without loss of definition. 

Best of all, the semi-open 

design means you can enjoy 

huge sound without sharing 

it with everyone else.

£850, beyerdynamic.com

 Philips Fidelio X2 
 The updated versions 

of Philips’ popular X1 

cans offer a lot of audio 

bang for your buck, 

thanks to new 50mm 

neodymium drivers  

that deliver a good 

balance of bass and 

treble, with clear and 

solid mid-range. Solid and 

thoroughly comfortable, 

they’re a budget option 

that compete strongly 

with the bigger boys.

£300, philips.co.uk

 Sennheiser HD 800 
 Sennheiser’s high-end 

HD 800 reference 

headphones are a joy to 

look at and a delight to 

wear, with massive 56mm 

drivers that deliver bags of 

clarity, no matter what you 

throw at them and how loud 

you ramp up the volume. 

Their open-back design 

provides added realism,  

but they do tend to leak a 

little when you listen loud. 

£1,100, en-uk. 

sennheiser.com
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 Pioneer XDP-100R
 Available in black or silver, this new Android-based 

player has a large 4.7-inch touchscreen, is MQA-ready 

(see p65) and offers Hi-Res Audio support up to 

24bit/384kHz for FLAC and WAV files. The player 

supports computer-free downloading of tunes via 

OnkyoMusic, and you can also stream from apps like 

Tidal, Spotify and Deezer (downloaded via Google 

Play). There’s 32GB of internal storage but – wait for  

it – there are two Micro SD slots so you can up the 

storage to a whopping 432GB. Even at lossless quality, 

that’s still an awful lot of music. 

£500, pioneer-audiovisual.eu

 PonoPlayer
 The 64GB PonoPlayer is 

backed by rock legend Neil 

Young and is pitched as the 

player that’ll bring studio-

quality music to everyone. 

You can get around eight 

hours of playback, while 

there are dual headphone 

jacks, meaning you and a 

friend can listen at the same 

time. The player supports 

playback of files up to 24-bit/ 

192kHz, including DSD. 

$399 (£303), ponomusic.com

 FiiO X1
 Considering the low price 

point, this is an absolute 

steal. It’s a great way to get 

into Hi-Res music without 

having to pay hundreds  

(or thousands) of pounds. 

There’s no internal storage, 

but you do get a Micro SD 

card slot for cards up to 

128GB, as well as a lovely 

brushed-aluminium finish.  

It’s also highly portable at 

just over 100g. Bargainous.

£99, fiio.net/en

RECOMMENDS
MOST ENTERTAINING  

HI-RES PLAYER

 Astell & Kern AK Jr
 This (much) cheaper 

version of the AK240 might 

not have stylish carbon 

fibre on its back, but it does 

have a lovely-looking 

aluminium shell. It’s also 

extremely light at 93g  

and just 7mm at its  

thinnest point. Like the 

AK240, this 64GB player 

can be used as a USB 

DAC, while there’s 

Bluetooth streaming 

and DSD support. 

£399, astellnkern.com
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Tech explained…
Hi-Res 
confusion 

 Hi-Res music is pretty 
confusing. And no wonder, 
because it’s not a 
universal standard, so 
there isn’t a definitive 
format or bit rate. A 
good general rule is that 
it has a higher bit depth 
and frequency than CD 
quality – 24-bit/192kHz 
are the most common 
Hi-Res Audio figures 
you’ll see, compared to 
16-bit/44.1kHz for CD. 
FLAC, ALAC, WAV, AIFF and 
DSD are the most common 
Hi-Res Audio formats,  
but it’s worth noting 
that just by converting 
something into one of 
these formats doesn’t 
mean it’ll be Hi-Res; it 
has to have the higher 
bit depth and frequency. 

Something really cool 
is the new MQA format 
(see www.mqa.co.uk), which 
encodes original master 
recordings for streaming. 
The file size is only a 
little bigger than that 
of a CD. Meridian Audio, 
the company behind it, 
claims that this format 
provides sound with the 
same audio depth as 
Hi-Res at around 20 per 
cent of the file size. 
Giants Onkyo and Tidal 
are already on board as 
content partners, as  
are companies such as 
7Digital, which provides 
music-streaming services 
for smartphone 
manufacturers and more.

Bit rates, kilohertz,  
FLAC, ALAC, MQA… Hi-Res 
Audio is a minefield of 
jargon and acronyms. 
Here’s what it all means

 Acoustic  
Research ARM2

 The ARM2 packs a Burr- 

Brown PCM1794a digital-to- 

analogue converter, as well 

as a built-in headphone 

amplifier, so you shouldn’t 

need a separate one even 

with high-end headphones. 

Storage is set at 64GB but, 

again, there’s a Micro SD  

card slot to expand it. AR 

says to expect around nine 

hours of Hi-Res playback. 

£899, acoustic-research.com

 FiiO X5 (2nd Gen)
 This is the second 

generation of the X5, now 

with a new design similar to 

the X1 we’ve also featured 

here. Unlike the X1, though, 

there’s support for DSD 

playback, as well as the 

ability to use it as a USB DAC. 

There’s also improved power 

management, so the unit  

can stay on standby for far 

longer. And it’s still great 

value at under £300. 

£289, fiio.net/en

 Sony NWZ-A15
 Sony’s entry-level player 

includes much of the same 

tech as its more expensive 

brothers, including NFC and 

a system to reduce noise in 

high frequency ranges. OK, 

so the NWZ-A15 packs less 

internal memory (16GB) than 

its rivals on these pages, but 

there’s a Micro SD card slot 

for adding more. Battery life 

is excellent, with around 30 

hours of Hi-Res playback.  

£153, sony.co.uk

 Sony NW-ZX100HN 
Walkman

 Sony is a staunch 

advocate of Hi-Res Audio, 

and this is its latest player. 

It offers digital noise 

cancelling when used  

in conjunction with the 

included headphones.  

The 128GB internal 

memory and 45-hour 

FLAC playback are the key 

reasons for the high price, 

while there’s also tech  

to enhance compressed 

music files like MP3, as  

well as LDAC for high-res 

files over Bluetooth. 

£499, sony.co.uk

 Astell&Kern AK240
 The price tag isn’t for the 

faint-hearted, but there’s 

plenty here to set it apart 

from the pack, at least in 

terms of spec. You get 

256GB of on-board storage, 

as well as native support for 

DSD, the format originally 

intended for SACD (Super 

Audio CD). You can stream 

over Wi-Fi from your 

computer or media server, 

and there’s a carbon-fibre 

back and large 3.3-inch 

AMOLED touchscreen, 

similar to that used on 

many smartphones. 

£2,200, astellnkern.com

THE MOST ENTERTAINING TECH IN THE WORLD TODAY
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State of the Art

TIME TO CUT UP THAT STARBUCKS 
LOYALTY CARD – OUR PICK OF COFFEE MACHINES WILL 
GIVE YOU THAT MORNING BUZZ IN YOUR OWN HOME
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BEAN-TO-CUP COFFEE MACHINES
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IRED OF PAYING £3  
A POP JUST TO GET  
YOUR CAFFEINE FIX?  
THEN MAYBE IT’S  

TIME TO MAKE YOUR OWN COFFEE. 
And if you want to avoid ending up with 

coffee grounds spattered all over your walls,  

you might want to think about a bean-to-cup 

T

Gaggia  
Anima Deluxe
There’s no phone 
control but you can 
make any coffee drink  
with just a couple  
of button-presses.
Price: £699
URL: gaggia.uk.com

2Smarter  
Coffee Machine
While it only makes 
basic coffee,  
a phone-controlled 
machine for under 
£200 is a steal.
Price: £179.99
URL: smarter.am

3 De’Longhi 
PrimaDonna Elite
One of the smartest 
coffee machines 
in the world, this 
lets you make myriad 
drinks via your phone.
Price: £1,499
URL: delonghi.com

1
WHAT’S ON TEST…

machine, as these usually spit out those little 

waste pucks into an internal bin. Here, we look 

at three of the best. At the wallet-friendly end,  

we have the Smarter Coffee Machine, probably 

the cheapest smart coffee-maker in the world, 

and one that can be controlled via your phone. 

In the middle ground, we have the Gaggia 

Anima Deluxe, a serious espresso-maker that 

omits the smartphone capability but can make 

pretty much any coffee drink you like. 

If you really want to splash out, the 

De’Longhi PrimaDonna Elite gives you both 

phone control and the ability to make any drink 

you want. Even silky-smooth hot chocolate.  

It’ll cost you £1,500, though, so prep your  

bank account before heading to the checkout…
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TEST 01:

 Looking at these machines 
front-on, there’s not a great 
deal to separate them 
size-wise. But from the side  
is a different matter. The 
Smarter Coffee Machine is tall 

SMARTER COFFEE MACHINE

Beans are poured into the rubber-sealed compartment at the top of the 
machine. The middle section with the logo on opens up to reveal the filter 

SPECS
TYPE: Drip filter  
CAPACITY:  
1.5 litres 
APP SUPPORT:  
App for Android/iOS 
 

PUMP: None
MILK SYSTEM: None
HEATING PLATE: Yes
BOILER TYPE:  
Single boiler
 

COFFEE TYPE: Takes 
beans or pre-ground
CONNECTIVITY: Wi-Fi
DIMENSIONS:  
466 x 254 x 364mm

SIZE MATTERS
Can your kitchen cope with these killer 
coffee machines? Let’s take a closer look…

but 12cm shallower than  
the PrimaDonna. De’Longhi’s 
machine felt like it wanted  
to take over our test kitchen.
Even if you have the money  
to burn, you don’t want  

your snazzy new coffee 
machine looking out of  
place in your kitchen. 

And there’s still the top  
to consider. Do you have 
overhanging cupboards? 
Then you won’t want a 
super-tall machine like the 
Smarter, as you have to bung 
your beans in the top. The 
Gaggia hits the sweet spot. 

State of the Art

DESIGN
Prepare your kitchen for the  
invasion of the coffee-snatchers

hat brings these three machines 

together is that you put coffee 

beans in at the top and you get 

coffee out of the bottom. And often 

with as little as one button-press inbetween. 

Pretty cool, right?

The obvious question here is: how can 

De’Longhi ask for £1,500 for its machine  

when Smarter wants so much less for the same 

basic idea? We’ll cover the whole gamut of 

differences, but let’s start with the basics. 

Where the De’Longhi PrimaDonna Elite  

and the Gaggia Anima Deluxe are really 

espresso-makers with smart grinders  

stitched onto the top, at its heart the Smarter 

Coffee Machine is a filter-coffee device. The 

difference? Espresso machines fire steam  

and a small amount of hot water through  

tightly packed coffee grounds relatively  

slowly, whereas drip-filter machines literally 

plonk near-boiling water directly onto  

fairly loose grounds. Gravity does the work.

In practical terms, what this means is that 

where the De’Longhi and Gaggia are geared to 

The Smarter Coffee 
Machine is a coffee cook, 
the other two are chefs
make single drinks – from a single shot of pure 

black, early-morning livener to an ultra-milky 

latte – the Smarter Coffee Machine is desperate  

to make a giant carafe of plain coffee. It’s a coffee 

cook, whereas the other two are coffee chefs. 

Still, it has its benefits; you can customise the 

colour of the Smarter with plastic front plates, 

and it’s the easiest to fit into dinky kitchens. 

The Gaggia Anima Deluxe’s design is simple; 

pared-back. Just press one of the six buttons on 

the front to output the coffee-building blocks: 

espresso, hot milk, hot water and so on. Its  

milk-steamer attachment outputs lovely foamy 

froth with zero effort. The downside: no presets 

means you need to know what you’re doing. 

The De’Longhi is the tech wiz of these  

three, with its giant colour touchscreen making 

it a real coffee computer. It’s very big, it’s 

impressive and it’s bloody expensive. It’ll suck 

up your kitchen worktop space like nothing 

else, and a separate milk module demands 

fridge space, too. It’s not for technophobe  

bedsit-dwellers, then, but it’s still amazing.

W
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 Coffee machines aren’t like 
some other gadgets, in that 
the fanciness of the build 
doesn’t always scale up with 
the price. All three of the 
machines in our test felt  

DE’LONGHI PRIMADONNA ELITE

The central arm spits out coffee, the left one hot water and steam.  
A little trapdoor in the top takes grounds rather than fresh beans

An all-metal silvery front gives the PrimaDonna Elite a striking look.  
The coffee spout slides up and down to suit different cups 

SPECS
TYPE:  
Espresso pump
CAPACITY: 1.7 litres 
APP SUPPORT: No app
PUMP: 15-bar 
 

MILK SYSTEM:  
Auto-frother 
attachment
HEATING PLATE:  
Cup warmer
 

COFFEE TYPE: Takes 
beans or pre-ground
CONNECTIVITY: None
DIMENSIONS:  
340 x 221 x 431mm

SPECS
TYPE: Espresso  
pump system
CAPACITY: 2 litres
APP SUPPORT:  
App for Android/iOS 

PUMP: 15-bar 
MILK SYSTEM: 
LatteCrema/Hot choc  
HEATING PLATE:  
Cup warmer

COFFEE TYPE: Takes 
beans or pre-ground
CONNECTIVITY: Bluetooth
DIMENSIONS:  
375 x 260 x 480mm

 A convenient frame, slick 
look and the more advanced 
espresso pump system  
give the Gaggia machine  
the edge in this category.

GAGGIA
ANIMA DELUXE

Test 01 winnerMETAL OR PLASTIC?
In terms of build quality, is a £1,500 coffee 
machine really much better than a £180 one?

fairly well-made. Granted,  
we weren’t dealing with 
bargain-basement models, 
but it was nice to see that  
the front and sides of the 
Smarter Coffee Machine  

were made of metal rather 
than pure plastic. There  
are even red and white  
face plates to give the  
thing a different look. 

The other two machines 
have a different style,  
of course. They’re great  
big, silvery towers desperate 
to be the star of whatever 
room you put them in.

GAGGIA ANIMA DELUXE



TEST 02:

ntil recently, you just couldn’t get 

smart coffee machines. That’s 

changing fast: they’ll be the norm 

before too long. Two of our three 

contenders can be controlled with a phone,  

and it’s not the two you might assume.

The entry-level Smarter Coffee Machine  

and the wallet-worrying PrimaDonna Elite 

both hook up with your mobile, with an app  

for iOS and Android devices. The poor old 

Anima Deluxe can’t hook up with anything. 

Funnily enough, the cheapest machine  

is the one that feels like a precursor to the 

rapidly approaching smart-home future.  

It uses your home Wi-Fi, so you can connect 

with it anywhere in your house. With a few 

smartphone swipes, you can get the Smarter 

brewing, pick how much coffee to crank  

out, and state how strong you want it –  

even from your bed if you like. You can go 

further, too, setting up a schedule so that it 

automatically fires up at certain times, on 

specific days of the week. Now, that’s smart. 

The De’Longhi app lets 
you fine-tune the exact 
balance of coffee and milk 

The PrimaDonna is a bit different. It uses 

Bluetooth rather than Wi-Fi, and doesn’t let  

you set up a schedule (how could you when,  

for a milky coffee, you need to put a cup under 

the spout and grab the milk module out of the 

fridge?). It uses De’Longhi’s LatteCrema system, 

which is a milk jug that plugs into the machine, 

letting it auto-prep any kind of milky coffee 

drink with a single tap. Through the app or  

the 4.3-inch colour touchscreen, you can  

also formulate your own drinks, fine-tuning 

the balance of coffee and milk. It even has a 

separate plug-in jug that heats and whips up  

hot chocolate. That’s pretty rare.

The Gaggia can produce any kind of regular 

milky coffee drink, but with button presses 

instead of app taps. Its star feature is an adapter 

hose you jam onto the steam arm. It’ll turn  

milk from any vessel into smooth milk foam. 

Neat. With this machine, one button gets you  

an espresso, another cranks out milk foam.  

The result is that it feels a bit more like you’re 

making the drink, rather than just ordering one. 

U

So we know they can make coffee, 
but what else can they do?
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The choice is limited, but Wi-Fi 
connectivity ensures smooth operation

You can set schedules – so no early-
morning coffee on your days off

FEATURES

State of the Art

 If you’re a fan of milk- 
heavy drinks, steer clear of  
the Smarter machine. It’s just 
not designed for that sort  
of action. The other two are.  
If you’re used to ordering at 

LATTE NIRVANA
Which of these machines is the best for 
making super-milky drinks?

Costa rather than making 
your own coffee, the De’Longhi  
will feel like a dream come 
true. As well as letting you 
create your own drinks,  
it has presets that you  

select simply by tapping on 
the touchscreen.

The milk module even  
has a variable frother  
setting, letting you choose 
how much volume your milk 
froth has. With the Gaggia, 
you need to dole out milk  
and coffee manually. The 
question is: do you know 
what goes into a latte? 

Having a giant glass carafe to work with means you can order several 
massive mugs’ worth of coffee from the comfort of your bed

ZERO TO COFFEE CUP IN HOW MANY SECONDS?

The test

THE SMARTER COFFEE MACHINE ACHIEVED THIS IN TWO MINUTES  
AND 21 SECONDS. IT ALL HAPPENED IN ONE OPERATION, TOO:  

BASIC COFFEE IS ITS BAG, AFTER ALL.

SMARTER COFFEE MACHINE
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The milk-frother attachment means you don’t have to take up any fridge 
space. Just bung the tube end into any mug/jug/jar filled with milk 

The hot-chocolate module features a little propeller that whizzes up  
the powder. It pumps through steam to heat and add body to your choc   

You can formulate your coffee with 
precision, for bespoke refreshments 

The Gaggia may not have smartphone compatibility, but then you don’t  
have to worry about your signal cutting out, and the screen is intuitive

This one features Bluetooth 
connectivity rather than Wi-Fi 

 All three of these coffee 
machines come with a  
display, of course, but only 
one features a colour 
touchscreen. No prizes for 
guessing which one we’re 

TOUCHSCREEN VS BUTTONS
Is a touchscreen coffee machine really 
necessary, or is it just showing off?

talking about (hint: it’s the 
most expensive). 

In either of the other 
machines, this would be 
totally overkill. However, as 
you can have different user 

profiles and loads of ‘recipes’, 
the icon-based, finger- 
flick interface actually works 
well, stopping the UI from 
becoming a confusing mess. 

It’s not exactly iOS or 
Android. But for a coffee 
machine, the PrimaDonna 
Elite’s interface is well 
designed. It’s just a pity its 
app feels a bit flaky in use. 

 It’s no wonder the 
De’Longhi costs as much  
as it does. It has features 
poking out everywhere. 
Most of them work well, too. 

DE’LONGHI 
PRIMADONNA ELITE

Test 02 winner

ZERO TO COFFEE CUP IN HOW MANY SECONDS? ZERO TO COFFEE CUP IN HOW MANY SECONDS?

The test

THE GAGGIA WAS THE FASTEST OF THE THREE MACHINES TO GO FROM 
PRESSING THE COFFEE BUTTON TO MAKING A FULL CUP’S WORTH OF BLACK 

STUFF – IT DID THIS IN A SEARING ONE MINUTE AND 31 SECONDS.

THE DE’LONGHI WAS THE SLOWEST OF THE LOT AT TWO MINUTES  
AND 28 SECONDS. HOWEVER, IT DID MAKE BY FAR THE STRONGEST,  

MOST DELICIOUS CUP OF COFFEE.

The test

DE’LONGHI PRIMADONNA ELITEGAGGIA ANIMA DELUXE



TEST 03: SMARTER COFFEE MACHINE

 When it comes to making  
a single cup of the good stuff, 
the Gaggia and De’Longhi ‘s 
results are pretty similar. The 
De’Longhi’s coffee is perhaps  
a bit deeper-tasting, but that’s 

TASTE TEST
Here’s the million-dollar question: which of 
these makes the best cup of coffee?

probably down to the grinder 
and pre-brew settings rather 
than anything specific to the 
machine. The crema (the foam 
on a proper cup of coffee) is 
also thicker with the De’Longhi. 

Try to make a single coffee 
with the Smarter and it all 
goes wrong. It spits a tiny 
amount of grounds into the  
filter, where even a single-cup 
brew needs a good amount of 
grounds due to the speed of  
drip extraction. Unless you 
make a good deal more than  
one cup, it tastes a bit like 
dishwater. Full jugs only, please. 
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Underneath the carafe’s spot is a heating element that’s designed to  
keep your coffee hot, and then warm-ish, for around 30 minutes  

A little button on the side enables you to open up the filter drawer.  
But sorry, you’re going to have to clean it out yourself 

f you’re hung up on the idea of 

operating your coffee machine 

from the other side of the house 

then, really, the Smarter is the  

one for you. That’s because the De’Longhi app 

doesn’t work 100 per cent perfectly, and the 

Gaggia doesn’t even have an app. 

That doesn’t suddenly mean the Smarter is  

the best machine to use, though. Far from it.

For a start, you have to clean it out every  

time you make a coffee, washing the filter.  

The others clean themselves out, and excrete 

little coffee pucks that end up in an internal bin; 

you need only empty this every now and then. 

Then there’s the coffee itself. The Smarter’s  

coffee is awful if you try to make only one  

cup. And we mean really bad. If you don’t  

want to make a full jug, don’t bother. To get  

a really good brew, you’ll want to bypass the 

grinder altogether, heap in your own coffee 

grounds and then prep a full load. 

The other two machines can each make  

a single cup perfectly every time. Of the two,  

The Smarter’s coffee is 
awful if you try to make 
just one cup. Really bad
the De’Longhi gets you a thicker, darker crema. 

That’s the orangey foam stuff you get on a 

proper coffee without even adding milk. There’s 

not a sniff of that with the Smarter machine. 

The Smarter’s internal sensors play up at 

times, too, meaning it’ll refuse to brew even if 

you’re in front of it pressing the Start button. 

Wireless works better than hoped, but the rest 

needs work. If you only have £180 to spend, 

there are better options out there. 

If, on the other hand, you have a bigger 

budget, you need to decide if you want the  

slightly more manual approach of the Gaggia  

or the tech-saturated style of the De’Longhi.

If you already know your way around an 

espresso machine, we think you’ll love the 

no-fuss style of the Anima Deluxe. It involves 

zero mess, and little effort. 

However, if you want to cater for a household 

of people ranging from the coffee obsessive  

to the person who loves flat white but has no 

idea what goes into one, this is where the 

PrimaDonna Elite really comes into its own.  

I

What are these machines actually 
like to use in day-to-day life?

USABILITY



 State of the Art 
BEAN-TO-CUP COFFEE MACHINES

DE’LONGHI PRIMADONNA ELITEGAGGIA ANIMA DELUXE

 One of the neat things about  
a pricier coffee machine is  
that you often get more auto 
features. The De’Longhi and 
Gaggia machines don’t just 
automatically clean their pipes 

CLEAN YOUR ROOM
Playing with grounds is a messy business,  
so how do these machines deal with the muck?

out after each use and turn 
themselves off after a while if 
you don’t hit the power button, 
they also tell you when they 
need cleaning out. That means 
emptying the drip tray and coffee 

‘puck’ bin. Just pull the bottom 
part of each machine and you 
can clear out the tray in seconds. 

There’s less to clean out in 
the Smarter Coffee Machine, but 
you do need to clean its filter 
with every use. The machine 
doesn’t rinse itself, and has a 
tendency to get clogged up with 
grounds. If the carafe sensor 
gets blocked, it’ll refuse to work. 
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 With little mess and no 
phone flakiness to deal with, 
the Gaggia is a top tenant.  
It’s not as smart as the others 
but the results are terrific.  

GAGGIA  
ANIMA DELUXE

Test 03 winner

Unless you want pure espresso, the Anima isn’t a one-button-operation deal. 
This makes it more difficult to get totally consistent results 

Pull out the bottom part of the PrimaDonna and you’ll see its water tray 
and coffee-grounds bin. Aside from a descale, it’s all you need to maintain 

There are two flaps on the top of this machine that give you access to  
the beans tray and water reservoir. This makes for dead-easy refills 

The 4.3-inch touchscreen is unusual but feels pretty responsive. It’s not 
quite tablet-grade but it’s not so far off that you’re put off using it 



T3 RATES: The coffee quality 
is great, and it has presets 
for almost every coffee drink.
T3 SLATES: It’s pricey and the 
phone app doesn’t always work.
T3 SAYS: This is like a coffee 
machine of the future. The 
price hurts a little, though. 

T3 RATES: Phone control works 
a treat, and it can make an 
awful lot of coffee at once.
T3 SLATES: It can be buggy  
at times, and is no good for 
making single cups of coffee.
T3 SAYS: Great smarts for the 
price; not such great coffee.
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 2nd Smarter  
Coffee Machine
PRICE: £179
URL: smarter.am

3rd De’Longhi 
PrimaDonna Elite
PRICE: £1,499
URL: delonghi.com

01 AMERICANO
A great low-calorie pick, 
especially when drunk without 
milk, an Americano is one-  
third espresso and two-thirds  
hot water. It’s the espresso- 
machine equivalent to filter 
coffee, although the way it’s 
made is really quite different. 

02 CAPPUCCINO 
Want to have a crack at the 
classic? A cappuccino is made 
using one-third espresso, one- 
third steamed milk and one-third 
velvety milk microfilm on top.  
It may seem old-fashioned next  
to a soy latte, but it also gets  
you a stronger coffee flavour.

NOW TURN OVER TO SEE OUR PICK OF  
MUST-HAVE EXTRAS FOR THE GAGGIA

03 FLAT WHITE
The trendy little brother of the 
cappuccino, the flat white is  
very similar but trades the plain 
steamed milk for more milk foam. 
(it’s two-thirds microfoam, one- 
third espresso). You need some 
chops to perfect this one, but it’s 
ultra-smooth if you get it right.

04 LATTE
The milkiest of milky coffees,  
the latte is made of one-quarter 
espresso to three-quarters  
milk. You’ll often top it off with  
a wee bit of fluffy foam, too.  
This is the drink for those who 
love a warm, milky taste more 
than the harder hit of raw coffee.

WHAT DO THOSE SWANKY COFFEE NAMES ACTUALLY MEAN?

T3 RATES: It’s not stupidly 
big, it’s not difficult to  
use and, while it doesn’t 
offer presets for lattes  
and the like, the simple 
button-led approach means  
you can make almost any 
coffee drink dead quickly. 
T3 SLATES: You need to know 
what goes into milky drinks 
to have a chance of making 

good ones with this. It also 
has no smartphone smarts. 
T3 SAYS: Are you willing  
to put in a little effort? The 
Anima Deluxe is a bean-to-cup 
machine that seems like it 
has the real coffee fan in 
mind. And that’s actually 
rarer than you might think.

 1st Gaggia Anima Deluxe
PRICE: £699  URL: gaggia.uk.com

The overall 
winner is…

State of the Art

05 LATTE MACCHIATO 
The kinda confusing brother to 
the latte, the latte macchiato 
involves putting the milk in first, 
then the espresso, then the 
foam. This gives the drink a  
bitter start, then a sweet finish, 
because the espresso isn’t  
fully blended with the milk.  
Don’t stir this one, obviously. 
Whichever of these coffee types 
you adopt as your favourite,  
it’s probably fair to say that  
you’ll never go back to your  
bad old instant-coffee ways. 

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3





01 NEW TASTES
 Now that you have your 

own coffee machine, it’s  
time to reassess your  
tastes. Why not try drinks  
you wouldn’t splash out  
for at Starbucks? You might 
be pleasantly surprised.

03 BREW STRENGTHS
 Grab a few different 

strengths of bean to enjoy 
at different times of the day. 
For instance, you might want 
something stronger for that 
morning boost, but a weaker 
brew for a bedtime drink.

02 COFFEE TRICKS
 Check out YouTube to  

learn how to steam milk 
properly. This is basically 
what separates mere mortals 
from baristas, but it’s really 
not that hard and you’ll soon 
be making coffee like a pro.  

04 GROUNDS TO SUE
 Hot Coffee, available on 

Netflix, is an interesting film 
about the lawsuit raised in 
the US after someone burnt 
themselves on McDonald’s 
coffee. Disclaimer: it’s more 
about law than coffee. 

05 LEARN COFFEE
 Baristame is a neat little 

app that lets you learn loads 
more about the different 
coffee types, how coffee 
brewing works, and even  
how coffee beans grow  
and where they come from.

State of the Art

 4 MONIN COFFEE-  SYRUP SET
Bored of plain, pure coffee?  

Try a syrup. Monin makes a set of five dinky 
50ml bottles, with flavours including  
vanilla, caramel, hazelnut, chocolate cookie  
and gingerbread. Yum. There are also  
one-litre bottles for when you get hooked.
£4.99, monin.com

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T378  T3 MARCH 2016

FIVE NEW THINGS TO TRY WITH YOUR MACHINE

essential
Gaggia
add-ons 
Team your mean bean machine with 
these extras, and turn yourself 
into the king of home baristas 

 1 CHERIZENA  FLAVOURED BEANS
There are zillions of coffee-bean 

blends out there, but we’re big fans of 
Cherizena, which flavours its beans with a 
bonus hit of, say, salted caramel, chocolate 
or vanilla without adding any sugary syrup.
£3 for 115g, cherizena.co.uk

 2 DE’LONGHI ESPRESSO THERMO GLASSES
These are made from thick borosilicate 

glass, which means they keep your coffee 
hot longer than a normal mug. They come  
in espresso and cappuccino drinkers 
and, well, they just look cool, don’t they?   
From £12.95, delonghi.com

 3 BULLETPROOF AIRSCAPE KITCHEN CANISTER
If you want to get a few bean blends on 

the go, you need to keep them fresh. Better 
than a normal sealed canister, the Bulletproof 
Airspace actually pushes air out, keeping 
your coffee beans fresh pretty much forever.
£19.95, bulletproof.com

 5 STANLEY  CLASSIC THERMOS
Based on a 100-year-old design  

(why change a winning formula?), this  
hardy, stainless-steel flask promises  
to keep your coffee hot for over four  
hours. There are several sizes available.
From £15.95, stanley-pmi.com

1 2

3 4 5
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THE FASTEST-GROWING SECTOR IN TECH, THE IOT IS SCOOPING UP ALL OF 
OUR HOUSEHOLD APPLIANCES AND TURNING THEM INTO CONNECTED DEVICES 
THAT CAN BE CONTROLLED VIA AN APP ON OUR SMARTPHONES. BUT HOW DOES 
IT WORK AND HOW CAN YOU GET CONNECTED RIGHT NOW? T3 EXPLAINS…

THE INTERNET  
OF THINGS

he Internet of Things. 
Sounds a little vague, 
doesn’t it? That’s because 
the ‘Things’ in question 

are literally any electrical device 
that can be persuaded to join a 
wireless network. So, for example, 
you could take a kettle, add a 
sensor and a Wi-Fi modem, and 
call it a smart kettle. OK, that’s 
oversimplifying the idea a little, 
but you get the gist.

What began in 1982 with an internet-

connected Coca-Cola machine that  

could order its own refills, now includes 

dishwashers, cars, robots, traffic lights,  

and anything else that might benefit from 

collecting and acting on shared data. 

Experts predict that, by 2020, 50 billion 

such devices will have joined the IoT.  

But to fit this feature onto six pages, we’ll 

focus on the smart home and wearables, 

because that’s where the IoT is having its 

most immediate and beneficial impact. 

In fact, the government believes that  

by 2019, 69 per cent of UK homes will have  

connected devices, and has invested around 

£40million in the Internet of Things. Your 

own investment could be something as 

modest as a lightbulb capable of joining 

your home network so that you can turn it 

on or off using an app on your phone. Or you 

could install a rather more sophisticated 

system that simultaneously turns on the 

lights, dials up your thermostat and wakes 

up the coffee machine when it senses that  

you’re on your way home from work. The  

T
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Thanks to the Internet of 
Things, it’s now possible 
to control your kitchen 

appliances without being in 
the room – or even the house

Everything 
you need to know about 

the latest tech, every month! 

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

See p66
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GPS module in your smartphone is what 

would give you away. Sound clever? Well,  

it’s easier to install than you think – there’s 

certainly no wiring to worry about.

The way all these sensors and actuators 

work together is made possible by the fact  

that we all now have a home Wi-Fi network 

and a smartphone. Consider the humble kettle 

again for a moment. With the addition of an 

inexpensive circuit, a sensor and a companion 

app for a smartphone, manufacturers can 

offer a smart kettle that lets you not only  

boil water while you’re out of the room, but 

also check how much water remains and find 

out the temperature. OK, so on its own the 

smart kettle probably isn’t going to change 

your life, but the IoT gets more interesting 

when the ‘Things’ also talk to each other.  

Smart thermostats
The smart thermostat is, for many, where 

home automation begins, and it makes an 

ideal hub for influencing other IoT devices. 

There are obvious advantages in being able  

to check up on your central heating when 

you’re away, but when that temperature  

data is shared with your smart smoke alarm 

and other connected kit, steps can be taken 

without your intervention. In the event of a 

fire, for example, the thermostat will confirm 

a sharp temperature rise, and automatically 

turn off the gas and switch on all your lights 

to a brightness best suited for seeing through 

smoke, while alerts are sent to your phone. 

For all of this to happen, you need 

compatibility between the various devices.  

As you might expect, the Nest Learning 

Thermostat works with the Nest Protect 

smoke alarm, and parent company Google has 

encouraged a whole ecosystem of products 

from other brands that use the same platform. 

So anything bearing the ‘Works With Nest’ 

logo on its packaging – such as LIFX’s smart 

bulbs – will be a cinch to synchronise with 

Nest. All of Nest’s products can be controlled 

via the proprietary app, while third-party 

Works With Nest devices usually have their 

own apps but work seamlessly with Nest. 

On buying up SmartThings, Samsung 

became another big-hitter in the IoT league, 

and its Arctic platform makes it exceptionally 

easy to use your Galaxy phone to operate  

your lights and home security system. 

Meanwhile, Microsoft, Sony, Philips and  

some other major electronics brands use  

a system called AllJoyn by Qualcomm.  

T3’s advice is to pick your platform based  

on the kit you already have if you want an 

easy life, but that’s not to say the various 

protocols are completely incompatible. 

T3 recommends...
NEST
Making your home safer, warmer 
and more intelligent

Of all the IoT products T3 has tested so far,  
Nest’s have the best handle on the smart home.  
The Google-owned company reinvented the 
thermostat through sheer design, and made  
us all consider the advantages of a connected 
home with a Learning Thermostat at its heart. 
Then came the Nest Protect, a smoke and  
CO2 alarm that made a perfect sidekick for  
the thermostat, with each product gaining 
functionality when paired. Adding the Nest Cam 
completed the trio, but also opened the door to 
a world of innovative Works With Nest products 
that have been vetted and approved by Google. 

While these three products work brilliantly 
together, they’re also a pleasure to use 
individually. Who can resist tweaking the 
temperature when your thermostat is so well 
engineered from metal and glass? Meanwhile, 
the cool, commanding voice of the Nest Protect 
almost makes us want to burn the toast! 

T3 looks forward to what Nest has in store 
next – but it’s already made giant steps into 
making our lives easier.

Three cool things you 
can do with…
SMART HOME TECH

MAKE COFFEE WITH YOUR WATCH
Scanomat’s TopBrewer is a bean-to-cup coffee 
machine that lurks under the work surface so that 
all you see of it is the spout. The interface is on 
your iPhone – or, if you prefer, your Apple Watch. 
Just select your favourite from the menu and brew.
From £6,000, www.scanomat.com

SEND MESSAGES VIA THE TRIBY
The Invoxia Triby is a magnetic radio and Bluetooth 
speaker that clings to your fridge door. If you’re out 
and want to communicate with your wife or kids, you 
can send messages and hand-drawn notes to its e-ink 
display via the companion app. Best of all is the plastic 
arm that pops out when a new message is received.  
£159, www.invoxia.com/en/triby

02

03

 01

HAVE YOUR GARAGE DOOR OPEN 
Belkin’s WeMo Maker is a Wi-Fi-enabled switch that 
can replace the on/off button of a mechanical device, 
such as an automatic garage door. And because it 
works with IFTTT (If This Then That), you can write  
a recipe that triggers the door mechanism when  
your smartphone crosses the geofence you created. 
£69.99, www.belkin.com
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Apple has also jumped on the IoT 

bandwagon, with its HomeKit ecosystem.  

This enables you to control the HomeKit 

badge-holders around your home with  

a quick instruction to Siri, and also works 

seamlessly with Apple TV. So, say you’re 

watching your favourite programme and 

you want to know what’s happening in 

baby’s room – just ask Siri, and HomeKit 

will ‘speak’ to your Withings Home baby 

monitor, before beaming the picture 

straight onto your TV screen. 

What Apple TV won’t currently do is 

show you a feed of your Nest Cam, which 

uses Google software. However, there’s 

nothing to stop third-party app developers 

bringing some much-needed inter-brand 

compatibility. You can already watch a live 

video feed from your Nest camera on your 

Apple Watch, thanks to a nifty WatchOS 

Six things you can do right now with… 
SMART LIGHTING
Illuminate your home life with these bright ideas

 01SYNC YOUR LIGHTS  
WITH YOUR SMARTWATCH

Operating all of your lights from the touchscreen of 
your smartphone is convenient, but doing so from your 
watch is even better. Screw Elgato’s Avea Bulbs into 
your light fittings, download the Avea WatchOS app onto 
your Apple Watch and set the mood from your wrist. 
Avea Bulbs, £39.95 each; www.elgato.com

 02SET UP A DEFCON 1 
SECURITY RESPONSE 

With Samsung’s SmartThings Starter Kit, you get a 
choice of window and door alarms, which will send you  
a text alert or set off the optional burglar alarm when 
tripped. But you can also link it to your Hue lights using 
the IFTTT app on your phone, and make them flash red. 
SmartThings Starter Kit, £199.99; www.samsung.com

 03TURN YOUR HOUSE  
INTO A NIGHTCLUB 

Not all smart lights come with a party mode, but  
French company Flux’s lights are very much up for  
the big occasion. The accompanying app offers  
a variety of subtle lighting modes, but the Sound  
& Light Show setting makes all your Flux lamps  
change colour in time with the music you’re playing. 
Flux lights, prices vary; www.flux-lighting.com

 04LET YOUR LIGHTS SEND 
YOU MESSAGE ALERTS

By using the IFTTT software, you can cook up a simple 
‘recipe’ that’ll make your Hue lights flash when you 
receive a message, be that via Twitter, SMS or email. 
All you need is some Hue lighting and a smartphone  
or tablet running both the Hue and IFTTT apps. 
Hue lights, prices vary; www.meethue.com

 05 TALK TO YOUR LIGHTING
Voice control for your lighting is now a reality, 

and the easiest way to do it is with Apple’s HomeKit.  
If you have an iPhone and a Philips Hue set-up  
with the later 2.0 hub, you’re in business. Follow the 
simple instructions on the Hue app and you’ll soon be  
able to issue commands like, “Hey Siri, set lights to  
50 per cent,” straight into your iPhone or Apple Watch. 

 06 ILLUMINATE YOUR SLEEPY TREK TO THE LOO
Often up in the night to use the lav? Use SmartThings 
motion sensors and LIFX smart bulbs to light your way. 
The products are compatible, so it’s a simple case of 
telling the app to illuminate a specific light to 25 per 
cent brightness when you stumble near the sensor.  
No more fumbling for light switches or waking the family.
LIFX lights, prices vary; www.lifx.com

You can watch a live video feed 
from your Nest camera on your 
Apple Watch, thanks to Drop

app called Drop. And while Philips Hue 

officially works with Nest, it works just  

as well with Samsung and Apple products, 

too. Indeed, the slick Hue app on the  

Apple Watch is a favourite in the T3 office. 

When you can make all of the lights in  

your home change colour in time with the 

music you’ve got playing, just by tapping  

your Apple Watch, it’s hard not to feel  

a little like the Fonz snapping his fingers.

So how can a sensor in one IoT ‘Thing’ 

trigger the desired action in a different  

‘Thing’? That’s where an ingenious enabler 

app called IFTTT comes in. If This Then  

That blends two different apps in what it  

calls a ‘recipe’ to induce the desired result.  

For example, when the location app on  

your phone indicates that you’re entering  

the vicinity of your house, it triggers your  

Hue app to turn on the door light, or your 

The Nest Learning Thermostat (above) is 
a leading light in the IoT revolution, 
and has since been joined by the Nest 
Cam (left) and the Nest Protect (top)

The Apple Watch is central to Apple’s 
HomeKit ecosystem, enabling you to 
control everything from your wrist 
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August app to unlock the door, or your  

coffee-machine app to put on a brew.  

We’ve been dreaming of smart homes  

for decades, and a lucky few have even  

been living in them. But before the Internet  

of Things, that meant custom installers 

hardwiring proprietary systems that came 

with a bafflingly expensive Crestron or  

AMX remote control just to dim the lights.  

In the age of the smartphone, we can  

assume that everyone has their own 

supercomputer with a perfect touchscreen 

interface right in their pocket, so the rest  

of the system can be simple and cheap –  

a lightbulb with a Wi-Fi module in it,  

for example. The clever stuff is done by  

the companion app, and that’s usually  

the best way to judge an IoT ‘Thing’. 

The IoT is here to make our lives easier,  

and a smart gadget with an app that can  

find your wireless network and set itself  

up is a great start. Security cameras, in 

particular, highlight just how far the IoT  

has taken us from the dark days of CCTV. 

Nowadays, there are dozens of affordable 

camera options, and, happily, none of them 

take more than five minutes to get online. 

Door locks have taken a little longer to  

join the IoT. Perhaps it’s our innate, and not 

Set the mood from your 
sofa with Philips’ 
Hue lights and the 
accompanying app

Need to know… 

BEST SMART-HOME APPS
Download these today and take your house into the future

ELGATO EVE 
Elgato was one of the 
first brands to affiliate 
itself with HomeKit,  

and its products and software are 
always Apple-esque. The Eve kit  
keeps tabs on the weather, analyses 
your energy consumption to help  
you save money, and monitors  
the air quality in your home – and  
the data can be viewed on the slick  
and intuitive accompanying app.   
Free; iOS

NETATMO 
WELCOME
The French IoT specialist 
has made some 

particularly smart devices, including 
cameras, weather stations and a 
thermostat – but the companion apps  
are even better. The app accompanying 
the Welcome camera makes it easy to 
see a timeline of events without the 
need for a subscription, and there’s  
a nifty app for the Apple Watch, too.
Free; Android/iOS

PHILIPS HUE
As the pioneer of smart 
lighting, Philips has  
had time to get its 

software right – and it shows. The Hue 
app is incredibly versatile, enabling 
you to do all kinds of things with these 
colour-changing LEDs, and surprisingly 
easy to control, too. Hue works nicely 
with the SmartThings, HomeKit and 
Nest platforms, and the app extends 
seamlessly onto a smartwatch. 
Free; Android/iOS 

SAMSUNG 
SMARTTHINGS 
The SmartThings app 
was recently given  

an overhaul to make it a smoother, 
more intuitive experience. The clean 
interface makes it easy to control 
every aspect of your home, from  
your security to your lighting, and you 
can also tweak your notifications, 
depending on how many interruptions 
you want while you’re at the pub. 
Free; Android/iOS 



THE INTERNET OF THINGS

COMING SOON TO THE INTERNET OF THINGS

LG HOM-BOT TURBO+
This is the first robot vacuum cleaner to use 
augmented reality to help it clean your floor. Thanks  
to its triple-eye camera, it can beam what it sees  
onto your smartphone, so if you think it’s missed a bit, 
all you need to do is touch that area of the screen. 
Price tbc; www.lg.com

SODASTREAM MIX 
The Eighties icon has been reinvented for the 21st 
century, and it’s come of age. As well as enabling 
you to order fizzy drinks from your smart device, it 
now includes recipes for alcoholic drinks. A surefire 
way to set tongues wagging at house parties. 
Price tbc; www.sodastream.co.uk  

BOSCH HOME  
CONNECT DISHWASHER 
A Works With Nest product, this can find out from 
your Nest Learning Thermostat the best time to 
schedule a wash. Energy rates vary throughout  
the day and are generally cheaper at night, so  
let Nest decide when to go ahead with the wash. 
Price tbc; www.bosch.co.uk

SAMSUNG FAMILY  
HUB REFRIGERATOR 
This is the smartest thing you’ll find in the kitchen. 
The full HD screen gives you not just the Web but 
access to all of your other SmartThings devices. It’ll 
also show you a feed from the cameras inside, so you 
don’t need to open the door to see what you need.
Price tbc; www.samsung.com
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unfounded, distrust of technology, but the 

benefits abound. With brands such as Yale 

joining August and Lockitron in offering 

Bluetooth deadbolts that release on wireless 

command, we no longer need to faff around 

looking for our keys. That said, we’ll keep  

our T3 key ring in our pocket, just to be sure.

Connected kitchen
The kitchen, on the other hand, has always 

been a fertile ground for connectivity, with 

internet fridges showing up at electronics 

trade shows every year. For a long time, these 

white elephants with their emails telling you 

that the milk is going sour never found their 

niche, but in the smartphone era their interior 

cameras are proving extremely useful. Now 

you can simply glance at your smartphone  

– or, indeed, smartwatch – the next time 

you’re in Tesco to see exactly what you need.

AEG has just applied a similar science  

to a steam oven, the ProCombi Plus Smart. 

This time, the internal camera enables you  

to watch your joint of meat cooking from  

your iPad, and adjust the temperature while 

you sit back and catch up on your favourite  

TV programmes. Naturally, the app also 

covers the company’s other smart kitchen kit. 

Brands like Miele and Bosch are also exploring 

the Internet of Things, working on appliances 

that expand their functionality  

by joining your network. Smart washing 

machines that will begin their cycle with  

the touch of a smartphone, then send an  

alert when it’s finished, are a good example. 

In all of these scenarios, it’s our smartphones 

that are the universal controllers making things 

happen, but our personal devices just got even 

more personal with the arrival of wearable tech. 

Smartwatches and wristbands make the IoT yet 

more accessible by enabling us to leave our phones 

in our pockets. Many IoT devices, like locks and 

wireless speakers, need only to be touched  

to make an NFC connection, or require just one 

tap to switch on the lights. They might rely on the 

smartphone app for more in-depth commands, 

but for the most part our mobiles can remain in 

our pockets. 

If the IoT is here to make our lives  

easier, then this seamless integration with 

wearable tech is the latest logical progression on a 

path towards the perfect smart home. Instead of 

fumbling with smartphones,  

our smart devices will simply know where  

we are and have a good idea of what we want 

them to do. Otherwise, a prompt from a  

smartwatch will nudge them into action. 

If you want to usher in the IoT right now, and 

surround yourself with helpful and proactive 

connected devices, there are  

already plenty to choose from. Be it heating, 

lighting, entertainment, security, cooking  

or cleaning, T3 can recommend a smart device 

that’s ready and eager to help.  

You can glance 
at your phone or 
watch to find out 
what groceries 
you need to buy 

How’s that joint of meat 
getting on? Hmm, let’s 
turn the heat up a bit
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The mission

To cook a three-
course meal 
for four work 
colleagues using 
the latest kitchen 
tech. Two have 
to be meat, two 
vegetarian. All 
have to be edible.

The tech
 Magimix Le Blender 
  £130,  
  magimix.uk.com

 Tefal Cuisine 
  Companion 
  £699.95,  
  tefal.co.uk

   Codlo 
£119, codlo.com

   Tefal Optigrill 
£89.99, tefal.co.uk

The man

When it comes  
to cooking,  
Paul Dimery’s 
favourite words  
are “Just add 
water”. Anything 
more ambitious than 
that, and he cries 
into his Pot Noodle.  

JOSEPH BRANSTONPHOTOGRAPHYPAUL DIMERYWORDS

JOG ON, JAMIE OLIVER – IT’S TIME FOR  
T3’S VERY OWN, AHEM, ‘MASTERCHEF’ TO 
TAKE TO THE KITCHEN HOTSEAT AND SHOW 

WHAT HE CAN (OR CAN’T) DO. EQUIPPED WITH 
THE LATEST KITCHEN KIT, SURELY EVEN HE 
CAN’T BALLS-UP A MEAL FOR HIS MATES?   

COME DINE 
WITH 

   Coravin 1000 
£269,  
coravin.co.uk

   Sage by Heston 
Blumenthal  
The Barista Express 
£494, 
sageappliances.
co.uk

CAN’T COOK, WILL COOK!
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“You want me to do what?”  
I spluttered, almost choking 
on my lunch. Oh, I’d heard 
them alright; it’s just 
that the thought of cooking 
dinner for four of my 
colleagues, using the latest 
kitchen tech, made me feel 
sick to my stomach (or maybe 
it was just the filling in 
the steak bake I ate). How 
could I possibly pull off 
such a feat? My ‘speciality’ 
was a Batchelors Cup A Soup. 
And who is this Sue Veed 
person that everyone keeps 
talking about? 

TECH ON THE MENU
Assistant editor and cooking crackerjack 
Claire assured me that the tech I’d be using 
was state of the art. Well, it would need to 
be if it was going to help me cross the 
culinary Rubicon and prevent this three-
course meal from becoming cordon bleurgh. 
My first job was to choose a menu, and this  
is where I hit my first stumbling block – not 
one of these gadgets makes Findus Crispy 
Pancakes. Pah. So, turning to the internet,  
I hunted for a starter. Skimming past such 
obscenities as foam of veal (wretch!) and 
parsnip coulis (yak!), I eventually settled  
on a simple curried courgette soup. As  
everyone knows, curry powder disguises 

food that doesn’t taste very nice. The plan 
was coming together nicely.

Picking a main course was easy. Among  
the gadgets at my disposal was Tefal’s new 
Optigrill, which, allegedly, is capable of 
cooking the perfect steak with virtually  
no human input. I couldn’t wait to test this 
theory. There would also have to be 
vegetarian dishes for two of my guests, so I 
opted for salmon. I had a little device called 
the Codlo that would be perfect for this 
role – more on that later.

Finally, I would sweeten up their 
tastebuds with frozen raspberry yoghurt. 
There was a recipe for this in the Tefal 
Cuisine Companion’s 1 Million Menus 
cookbook, and it looked easy – even to  
a club-footed simpleton like me. Mind  
you, why I couldn’t just shove a couple  
of pots of Ski in the freezer, I don’t know.

SOUP-ER TROOPER
The big day came and, on a bright, sunny 
morning in a kitchen the size of Terminal 5 
(let’s be clear, it wasn’t mine), I prepped the 
starter using the Magimix Le Blender – no 
prizes for guessing what that means in 
English. Now, I’ve always been a bit of a 
blenderphobe, for the simple reason that  
I can’t be arsed to wash them out 
afterwards. But the style and simplicity of 
this big red machine quickly won me over. 
All I had to do was bung in some cooked 
courgette, celery and potato, pour in a load 

of single cream, add a pinch(ish) of curry 
powder and push the button. In the blink of 
an eye, all hell broke loose inside that large 
glass cylinder – I’m talking vegetable 
armageddon here – and within about 20 
seconds I had my delicious soup. All I’d 
need to do now was heat it up a bit in a 
pan. At the same time as doing this (get  
me with the multi-tasking – eat your heart 
out, Ainsley!), I rustled up the frozen 

COOKING UP A STORM
Meet the kitchen tech that turned me from a dolt to a Delia

Whether you want 
to make smoothies, 
sauces, baby food or 
cocktails, Magimix’s 
retro-styled blender 
has you covered. It’s 
powerful at 1,200 
watts, yet quiet as  
a library – and its 
four presets make 
using it a piece 
of cake (or should 
that be a curried 
courgette soup?).     
£130, magimix.uk.com

 CODLO 

With automated 
settings for Sauce, 
Soup, Slow Cook, 
Steam, Pastry and 
Dessert, and five 
attachments for 
managing different 
tasks, Tefal’s space-
age gadget is the 
sous chef you’ve 
always wanted. An 
included cookbook 
makes it easy to pick 
your dinner menu.   
£699.95, tefal.co.uk

Simple but effective, 
this sous-vide 
system uses a pipe 
to regulate the 
temperature of 
your water, which 
is fed back to the 
stylish interface 
for easy monitoring. 
Meat, fish, eggs or 
delicious desserts 
– this thing could 
revolutionise how  
you cook your food. 
£119, codlo.com

Say goodbye to 
spitting fat and 
burnt meat – the 
Optigrill is a clean, 
healthy and accurate 
way of cooking food. 
Simply place steak, 
chicken, etc, on the 
griddle and wait for 
the light to change 
colour – yellow  
for rare, orange  
for medium, red for 
well done…      
£89.99, tefal.co.uk

Fancy a drop of 
wine but don’t want 
the whole bottle? 
This clever gadget 
features a needle 
that punctures the 
cork with the stealth 
of a ninja. Once 
you’ve finished 
pouring, the cork 
reforms an airtight 
seal, meaning you can 
save the rest of the 
bottle for another day.   
£269, coravin.co.uk

 CORAVIN 1000 

With its gleaming 
stainless-steel 
contours, Heston 
Blumenthal’s bean-to-
cup coffee machine is 
a cool customer. And 
it’s as nifty as it 
is natty, going from 
bean to espresso in 
under a minute. The 
ideal gadget for 
serving up perfect 
after-dinner coffee.  
£494,  
sageappliances.co.uk
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Why does this damn gobstopper machine 
not work? Oh, it’s the Magimix Le Blender

 THE BARISTA 
 EXPRESS 

6 TEFAL 
 OPTIGRILL 

4 TEFAL CUISINE 
 COMPANION 

2 MAGIMIX 
 LE BLENDER 

1



ABOVE 
This steak is rarer 
than T3 Editor Rob 
opening his wallet

They say the Optigrill can 
cook the perfect steak with 
virtually no human input
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The Codlo features a pipe that monitors 
the temperature of your sous-vide 

A light on the Optigrill changes colour  
to indicate how well done the meat is 

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3

The steaks looked so delicious,  
even the vegetarians were tempted 
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That’s not a real bottle of wine,  
I’m just daydreaming 

The Cuisine Companion: the kitchen 
equivalent of the Millennium Falcon

That reminds me, I must mop up that 
puke from the bathroom floor 

Before I could 
say, “What time 
does McDonald’s 
open?”, I had my 

fruity flurry



 JUNE 2015  T3 93 Read more at www.t3.com  MARCH 2016  T3 93Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3

raspberry yoghurt in the Cuisine 
Companion. No, I hadn’t forgotten about 
the main course – prepping courses out  
of sync is what all the top restaurants  
do. Honest – I saw it on Hell’s Kitchen!  
After fiddling with the gadget’s lid for  
what seemed like an eternity, I added the 
berries and the Greek yoghurt, closed  
the lid again and hit Dessert – one of  
the machine’s six automated settings. 
Nothing happened. Or at least that’s  
what I thought. This thing is QUIET – like a  
mouse that’s lost its voice – and before I 
could say, “What time does McDonald’s 
open?”, I had my fruity flurry. Into the 
fridge it went. 

 
THE STEAKS ARE HIGH
Around about now, my guests arrived,  
and Luke (art editor), still mourning the 
passing of his idol David Bowie, looked like 
he needed a glass of wine. Being 10am,  
I was loath to open the whole bottle, so I 
reached for the Coravin 1000. This clever 
handheld gadget features a tiny needle 
that punctures the cork, meaning you’re 
not committed to drinking the whole 
75-mill in one go (mind you, Luke probably 
would’ve). While they settled down to 
‘enjoy’ their starter (it may have been my 
imagination but I’m sure I heard the words 
“tour de force”), I began cooking the main 
course. After bagging up my salmon fillets, I 
dunked them in a slow cooker full of water 
and introduced the Codlo – one of those 

much-touted sous-vide machines. It entails 
dipping a pipe into the water, which feeds 
the temperature back to a unit plugged 
into the wall – the idea being that you’ll 
know exactly when the fish is done. This is a 
godsend because, as far as I can tell, salmon 
always seems to be pink in the middle. 

Now for the bit I’d been looking forward 
to the most – the steaks. Dare I say it,  
the Tefal Optigrill closely resembles the 
George Foreman Grill, but this intelligent 
gadget delivers a knockout blow to the 
former heavyweight boxer’s kitchen 
stalwart. This thing really is foolproof.  
Once you’ve placed your food (meat,  
fish, chicken, chops, and so on) on the 
griddle pan, a sensor measures the weight.  
Then all you have to do is close the lid  
and wait for the light to change colour.  
Yellow means your meat’s been cooked 
rare, orange is medium and red is well 
done, and an audible beep lets you know 
when each milestone is reached.

My carnivorous guests had requested 
that their steaks be cooked medium- 
rare, so I waited until the light was 
somewhere between yellow and orange, 
then opened the lid. Sure enough, when  
I sliced through the flesh, I was greeted 
with the familiar pinky-brown colour.  
They looked, well, good enough to eat!

So that’s what my guests did. Flanked 
by vegetables steamed in the Cuisine 
Companion, the steak and salmon were 
served up, and those four faces morphed 

from terrified to apprehensive to “Hey, 
maybe I won’t get the squits after all” in 
minutes. I doubt I’ll ever get a Michelin star 
(I’ve already got a spare tyre, thanks), and 
I’m not sure Egon Ronay will be coming out 
of retirement to give me a pat on the back 
any time soon [er, he’s dead – Ed]. But you 
know what? With these gadgets in my 
arsenal, I might finally be ready to hang up 
my Alphabetti Spaghetti fork for good.     

Can our man translate his F1 gaming 
skills to real circuit racing?

NEXT MONTH

SUBSCRIBE 
TODAY! 
P66

NEVER MISS

“And for my party piece, I’m going to 
balance this chandelier on my head” 

“Oh really? That’s my  
favourite colour, too”

“I wonder if this thing 
does Maxwell House”



Search for ‘Total Film’ in App Store

With full-length trailers and iPad-exclusive extras!
Now on iPad

DOWNLOAD

ISSUES!*
2 FREE
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Our five awards

OUR MISSION IS TO BRING YOU  
THE CLEAREST RECOMMENDATIONS  
WE CAN – AND THAT MEANS A GREAT 
DEAL OF HARD WORK HAPPENS BEFORE 
A PRODUCT EVEN REACHES OUR PAGES!

Because we only feature products  
the T3 team would happily use ourselves,  
we end up discarding a significant number 
of options in each category before settling 
on a final shortlist to review. In this 
respect, T3 Select does exactly what it 
says on the tin, picking only the best of  
the best to test; the gear we know you’ll  
want to seriously consider purchasing. 

And that should mean an end to you 
having to undertake hours of painstaking 
research and product comparisons. 

You won’t see any duff products 
featured in our tests, but you will come 
away with clarity on which one is the  
best in its category or for a specific  
task: our awards badges (see below) 
ensure that everything T3 recommends  
is clearly highlighted on the page.

It goes without saying that every 
product in T3 Select has been thoroughly 
tested by our team of experts, enabling 
you to buy with total confidence.

How we test…
The scores
explained

Awarded to products that 
are energy-efficient 
or help to protect the 
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates 
exceptional industrial 

design and refinement, in 
addition to being great

This accolade and others 
like it show you which 

gear is best for specific 
features or tasks

This is given to winners 
of our group tests, so 

you can see exactly which 
is the best at a glance

Only the best products 
– those that score five 
stars – receive our 

coveted Platinum Award

EXPERT REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO HELP YOU BUY WITH CONFIDENCE  

EDITED BY
NICK ODANTZIS

Forget it

Below average

Good for the price

Very good all round

An exceptional, 
best-in- class product

96  Hisense XT910 
100  13-inch laptops
102 Premium wireless  
    speakers
104 Our Gadgets
107 Your Gadgets
110 Games  
115  Apps
116 Media

REVIEWED IN DEPTH
THIS MONTH...

ISSUE 253 /    
MARCH 16

Read our review 
of Hisense’s  
new 4K panel  

p96

Curve  
appeal

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3
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igh-end picture 

performance without an 

upmarket price tag. That’s 

the promise of Hisense’s 

range-topping XT910 ULED 4K TV. 

With a full-array backlight and a 

Quantum Dot colour filter, it looks 

well specified. But just how sharp is 

this UHD newcomer? Should the big 

four TV brands be quaking in their 

boots? We took delivery of the  

65-inch curved screen to find out…

Hisense hails from China but, like 

many brands, the XT910 is assembled 

in Europe. It’s undeniably handsome, 

with a thin, shiny bezel mirrored by a 

curved chrome stand. The set reclines 

on two rear-placed feet, for a lazy, 

languorous look. Curved screens like 

this one may look a tad foolish when 

wall-mounted, but on the right 

low-profile stand the XT910 would 

easily pass for posh in polite company.

Set-up offers an intriguing dilemma. 

In addition to Home and Shop, there’s 

a Premium mode that promises top 

performance but with increased 

power use. Fears of a surge on the 

National Grid are unfounded, though. 

We measured the screen at 227.7 

watts (with 100 per cent colour bars), 

equivalent to a couple of 60-watt 

lightbulbs more than the regular  

Home mode. For what it’s worth,  

the Home mode doesn’t greatly 

diminish luminosity, so you don’t  

get a duller viewing experience.  

Some may even find Home a more 

comfortable watch. More on this later…

Connections include a quartet  

of HDMI inputs, three USBs (one  

being a fast 3.0 variant), legacy- 

component and AV inputs, plus an 

optical digital audio output. While the 

screen supports HDCP 2.2 sources 

(such as the Amazon Fire TV 4K  

box and upcoming Sky Q 4K STB), 

only two of the HDMI inputs are 

compatible with next-gen 4K content 

devices that use the copy protection. 

If you’re unsure about the merits  

of a curved screen, be sure to see this 

SPECIFICATIONS

HISENSE MAY NOT BE A HOUSEHOLD NAME, BUT CHINA’S MOST POPULAR TV MANUFACTURER DESPERATELY WANTS  
TO PROVIDE YOUR NEXT TELLY. WILL ITS XT910 MEET THE DEMANDS OF HARD-TO-PLEASE TECHNOPHILES? 

H
set up close. As the curve is quite 

pronounced, you get a rather bendy 

EPG and some weird reflections. 

Off-angle viewing is good, though, 

with no major loss of colour or contrast. 

Niceties include an HEVC decoder 

(as used by Netflix and Amazon),  

as well as support for V9, which is  

the YouTube UHD codec of choice, 

although the quality of tagged 4K 

clips on YouTube is variable at best, 

and downright awful in many cases.

The Hisense smart interface is a 

simple tiled affair. Accessed via the 

Home button on the remote, the main 

page features iPlayer prominently,  

plus BBC Sport and News apps, 

Netflix, Chili and YouTube. Routing 

Hi ambitions

REVIEW

PRICE £2,299 URL www.hisense.co.uk SCREEN LED LCD  
with Quantum Dot SCREEN RESOLUTION 3,840 x 2,160  
pixels SIZE 65-inch DYNAMIC CONTRAST 5,000:1 SMART TV  
PLATFORM Hisense CONNECTIVITY Wi-Fi, Ethernet,  
three USB, four HDMI, SCART TUNERS Aerial, satellite

ABOVE The Ultra 
Smooth Motion 
setting on the 
TV undoubtedly 
calms pans, but 
also introduces 
image artefacts 
around some 
moving objects
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 Select 
HISENSE XT910 

On the right low-profile stand, 
the XT910 would easily pass  
for ‘posh’ in polite company
NICK ODANTZIS, 
DEPUTY EDITOR

TUNING OPTIONS
In addition to Freeview HD, 
there’s a single generic  
(not Freesat) satellite tuner. 
The set will record to a 
connected USB hard drive from 
the designated on-board tuner

NETWORK OPTIONS
The XT910 has an Ethernet port  
but is also compatible with dual-
band Wi-Fi, giving you the option 
to network in the generally  
less-congested 5GHz band

DANGEROUS CURVES
The screen curvature 
on the XT910 is quite 

pronounced – certainly 
more so than Sony’s 

rival S85C. The curved 
stand accentuates 

the look. Hisense is 
clearly setting out to 

challenge lovers of 
classic flat panels

CLIMATE CONTROL 
In addition to the 

usual assortment of 
screen tabs, the TV 

offers the date and a 
weather forecast for 

your local area. Handy!
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around the Hisense app store uncovers 

Dailymotion, Plex, Picasa, the Opera 

TV browser and Vevo, plus assorted 

games and detritus. There’s no other 

mainstream catch-up service outside 

of the Beeb. The on-screen Catch-Up 

button actually pulls up a selection  

of content from Viewster, so it’s not 

really catch-up TV at all. All the VOD 

movies come from Chili but, ironically, 

there’s not much here that’s hot. 

It’s probably best to consider 

Hisense’s connected offering as ‘smart 

TV lite’. But, of course, improvements 

could always just be a firmware update 

away, so take this with a pinch of salt.

The set proves to be a pretty good 

media player. The on-board reader will 

pick up the servers on your network; 

alternatively, pop in a USB thumb  

drive to play files. Video compatibility 

is solid (MKV, WMV, MP4, AVI and 

or switched off entirely. There are  

very evident artefacts at the higher 

settings, in addition to the general  

icy glaze typical of fast refresh rates.

There are some small touches that 

rankle: the picture menu reads Color 

instead of Colour, while on-screen 

menus are visible for an infuriatingly 

short time. While Americanisms can’t 

be fixed, you can at least delve into 

the menus to adjust the amount of 

time they remain available.  

That Premium set-up mode proves 

to be astonishingly bright, which suits 

viewing in rooms with high levels of 

ambient light. Images are characterised 

by high contrast and colour. Dim the 

houselights, though, and this luminosity 

could prove too strong for movie night.

The Premium mode also emphasises 

issues with black level and backlight 

uniformity. Adaptive contrast can 

The alternatives

UHD images are bright and 
vivid – great for movies

The curved design is 
sleek and stylish

Catch-up services  
are disappointing

SONY  
KD-65X9305C

 The best screen 
from Sony’s 2015 
range. The front-facing 
stereo speakers  
sound superb, and 

image quality is outstanding. It runs on Android TV 
and also comes with YouView.
£2,599, sony.co.uk

SAMSUNG 
JU8500  

 This premium 
SUHD curved screen 
delivers a terrific 
image with excellent 
motion handling. It 

also benefits from Samsung’s sophisticated Tizen 
smart TV platform, with voice and motion control.
£2,999, samsung.co.uk

PANASONIC 
TX-65CX802 

 A superb 4K UHD 
flatscreen that boasts 
excellent picture 
performance with both 
HD and 4K content,  

as well as the elegant Firefox smart TV OS. It only 
has three HDMI inputs, but all support HDCP 2.2.
£2,599, panasonic.co.uk

MOV). Audio support covers MP3, 

WMA, WAV, AAC and FLAC. The 

browsing interface is simple and 

intuitive. While navigation is fuss-free, 

the quad-core processor doesn’t  

seem quite as smooth or nippy as 

some high-end sets we’ve auditioned.

PICTURE PERFORMANCE
Things begin to get interesting when  

it comes to picture quality. There’s  

a varied selection of picture presets 

available: Standard, Dynamic, Natural, 

Theatre, Game and Sport. For most  

of this audition, we stuck with the 

Standard mode, which proved to be 

the best bet for most content types.

The XT910 offers interpolation  

to improve smoothness and motion 

detail, but it’s not entirely successful. 

Dubbed Ultra Smooth Motion (SMR),  

it can be set to Low, Middle or High,  

REVIEW

TOP There’s 
a plethora of 

connections, 

as you’d expect 

from a modern, 

high-end TV

ABOVE LEFT  
A simple four-

way controller 

on the XT910 

enables you to 

navigate menus 

with ease

ABOVE RIGHT 
The TV runs on  

Hisense’s own OS
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darken the screen but this crushes 

blacks and kills shadow detail.

The XT910 has a sharpness default 

of ten but it should be trimmed back to 

zero. Any incremental increase brings 

unwanted ringing. While this extra 

edge emphasis may give pictures 

more subjective ping from a distance, 

it does nothing for genuine clarity. 

The set makes good use of  

wide colour gamut Quantum Dot 

processing. We found that the default 

position over-saturates, but taken 

down to around 40 the palette 

becomes a good deal more realistic.  

Switching Ultra Smooth Motion 

processing off will limit motion 

resolution (to around 950 lines at 6.5 

pixels per frame, with a 1080p test 

pattern), but with the benefit of no 

motion artefacts. You’ll see judder on 

horizontal pans, though. Switching the 

processing to low doesn’t offer any 

improvement in motion detail, but 

does smooth out these pans. However, 

we became aware of what appeared 

to be a tendency to skip frames.

Placing Ultra Smooth Motion (SMR) 

on its middle and high settings induces 

obvious motion noise. In these settings, 

fine detail is preserved, albeit couched 

in the kind of smoothness often called 

a soap-opera effect. The setting is 

suited to fast sports but not movies.

With native 4K, the screen looks 

crisp and dynamic. The Adam Sandler 

that an HDR (High Dynamic Range) 

update is planned for the set. 

Currently, Hisense is talking about  

a firmware roll-out in April.

We rather like the XT910. It’s a 

genuine low(er)-cost challenger to 

high-end performers from established 

brands. Sure, we’d like to see some 

improvements to the screen’s motion 

handling – Hisense says it’s currently 

working on a panel update to address 

this – and the smart platform could  

do with some more local catch-up 

options. But in terms of fidelity and 

cosmetic appeal, it represents great 

value. We rate this as a promising  

start for the Chinese brand. There’s a 

new TV player in town, and it looks set 

to challenge the status quo. 

T3 RATES The XT910 is a handsome 
curved TV, offering vibrant 
colours and high-contrast images 
T3 SLATES The smart-content 
portal is a little on the thin 
side, and there’s work to be done 
when it comes to motion handling
T3 SAYS Hisense has made a 
credible high-end TV debut. This 
is a good-looking 4K set that won’t 
break the bank and performs well

comedy (sic) western The Ridiculous 6 

(Netflix 4K) is one of the nicest- 

looking UHD streams available, and  

on the XT910 looks awesome.

Daredevil (also Netflix 4K) is a 

grainy show at the best of times,  

and here the Noise Reduction system 

really needs to be switched off to 

avoid undue image fizz.

Regular 1080p content also  

looks great on the 8m pixel screen, 

particularly from Blu-ray. There’s no 

evidence it’s doing much apart from  

a linear upscale, but the pixel-dense 

2160p panel ensures you can sit close 

and not suffer any pixel-grid intrusion. 

Images are photographically smooth.

The set is Active Shutter 3D- 

compatible, with one pair of glasses 

provided. The screen exhibits enticing 

depth, but there’s clear crosstalk 

double imaging. This makes for a 

rather uncomfortable 3D experience, 

but it’s not a trait exclusive to Hisense. 

Perhaps kids will enjoy CGI 3D toons, 

but we imagine most users will opt to 

leave the option well alone. 

The set’s audio performance is 

surprisingly feisty, at least in terms of 

volume. Hisense has licensed dbx- 

TV DSP audio tech, which works well. 

The soundstage is more monophonic 

than stereo, but for everyday viewing 

it’ll more than suffice. 

Given that the screen is a bit of a 

light cannon, it’s no surprise to hear 

PIXEL PERFECT
The pixel-dense UHD  
panel means you can sit 
close without seeing any 
pixel-grid structure

The set’s audio 
performance 
is surprisingly 
feisty, at least in 
terms of volume 
NICK ODANTZIS, 
DEPUTY EDITOR

BELOW The XT910 
comes with 
two remote 
controls: one 
simplified, the 
other a feast 
of buttonry. 
The latter 
has dedicated 
Netflix and 
YouTube buttons
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DESIGN  
The Surface Book’s flexible hinge (which keeps 
its removable display steadfast) looks like it’s 

from the future, but it leaves a distracting gap. 
Elsewhere, the gorgeous aluminium body  

and glass trackpad are distinctly Mac-like.

FEATURES  
Click a button and you can detach the 

Surface Book’s 13.5-inch, 3,000 x 2,000-pixel 
touchscreen to watch movies, play games or 

doodle with a Surface Pen. Go large with a 512GB 
SSD model (£2,249) to banish storage woes.

PERFORMANCE  
Intel’s sixth-generation processor and up to 

16GB of RAM mean this hybrid can rip through 
tasks, and its Nvidia GTX 940M GPU can even 

handle modern games. Microsoft claims 12 hours 
of battery life, but we found it to be a bit less.

USABILITY  
Windows 10 makes it easy to switch from 

clamshell to tablet mode in a snap. The desktop 
is massively improved since Windows 8, making 

productivity a breeze, but tablet mode is still 
clunky and the Windows Store still lacks apps. 

 DESIGN 
It’s beginning to feel a little dated, but Apple’s 
silver fox is still quite the looker. Its solid 
aluminium chassis remains as durable as ever  
and, from its easy-to-open lid to the glowing logo 
on the back, the MacBook screams premium.

 FEATURES 
Two speedy Thunderbolt 2.0 ports, a vibrant  
13-inch, 2,560 x 1,600-pixel Retina Display and  
a Force Touch trackpad make this a practical  
if less exciting choice. It does lack a touchscreen 
and pen support – so no direct scribbling here.

 PERFORMANCE 
Though it only packs Intel’s fifth-gen processor, 
the Pro is no slouch. On the £1,399 model, you 
get 512GB of flash storage, but a lack of discrete 
graphics rules out heavy gaming. With ten hours 
of claimed battery life, it’s great for road warriors. 

 USABILITY 
OS X El Capitan is fast and as solid as a rock. 
The MacBook opens instantly from sleep mode, 
and its keyboard is comfortable for long typing 
sessions. The App Store is full of apps designed 
to take advantage of the Retina Display.

Apple MacBook Pro 
with Retina Display

Microsoft 
Surface Book

IT’S THE NEXT CHAPTER IN COMPUTING,  
BUT IS MICROSOFT’S HYBRID TOO AMBITIOUS?

YOU KNOW WHAT YOU’RE GETTING WITH  
A MACBOOK, BUT IS THAT STILL ENOUGH?  

FROM £1,299, MICROSOFTSTORE.COM FROM £999, APPLE.COM/UK

RATES You could replace both your laptop and tablet 
with the Surface Book; it’s great for work and play.

SLATES It’s very expensive but it’s also future-proof, 
so you won’t need to buy another laptop for a while.

RATES  It’s fast and reliable, has apps for every 
occasion and is much cheaper than the Surface.
SLATES  It can’t convert into a tablet, it lacks the 
latest CPU and there’s no touchscreen.

Vs

U LT I M AT E  1 3-I N C H  L A P T O P S

1st 2nd
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f you’re looking for a 
speaker system that 
streams your treasured 
tunes from a smartphone, 

PC or NAS drive, why settle for 
second best? By splashing the cash 
on a premium wireless speaker, you 
can squeeze the last drop of quality 
from your digital music and get 
closer to what its creators intended. 

Not only do these speakers boast 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth and Spotify; they 
also use high-end audio tech to 
deliver an authentic hi-fi experience 
– something you just won’t find at  
the budget end of the market. 

And if you fancy a bit of Bublé  
in the bedroom and Kelis in the 
kitchen, no problem – most of them 
offer multi-room support, too.

Words: Danny Phillips

01 ONE FOR SPOTIFY JUNKIES

02 ONE FOR BIG ROOMS

SUPER SIX

CUT THE CABLES AND STREAM MUSIC  
IN STYLE WITH THESE SIX PREMIUM 
WIRELESS SPEAKERS - JUST CONNECT UP 
AND LISTEN TO AWESOME SOUNDS…

 RUARK R2 MK3
£399.99, www.ruarkaudio.com

 With DAB/internet/FM radio, DLNA streaming, 
Spotify Connect and aptX Bluetooth, Ruark’s retro 
system is a jack of all trades. It’s beautifully made, 
encased in a hand-crafted wooden cabinet with  
a crisp OLED front display and robust RotoDial 
controls. These make operation intuitive, although 
the blister-button remote is horrible. You can link 
two R2s in a simple multi-room system, but there’s 
no dedicated app (Ruark is working on it). In action, 
the R2’s tone is warm and weighty but never 
muddy, while voices sound clear and the sparkling 
top-end adds finesse. A terrific all-rounder.

03 ONE FOR TECHNOPHOBES

 BOSE SOUNDTOUCH 30
 SERIES III
£499.95, www.bose.co.uk

 This is a bulky beast, but its patterned side 
panels and black cloth grille look stylish enough.  
An OLED display spells out track names and inputs 
clearly, while a panel of top controls offers quick 
access to six customisable presets for songs, 
albums or stations. Streaming options include 
Bluetooth, Wi-Fi, Spotify, Deezer and internet 
radio, orchestrated by Bose’s polished multi-room 
app. The Series III musters a room-filling sound 
with hearty bass and no distortion at loud volumes, 
although it does over-emphasise treble a touch.

01 ONE FOR SPOTIFY JUNKIES

 CAMBRIDGE AUDIO
 AIR 200 V2
£400, www.cambridgeaudio.com

 The successor to the Minx Air 200 adds Spotify 
Connect to its feature list, alongside AirPlay, DLNA/
uPnP and aptX Bluetooth. It’s large but the curvy 
design oozes luxury. The Air app is easier to use 
than the remote, but there’s no multi-room and 
you’ll need a third-party app for DLNA playback. 
The browser-based Wi-Fi set-up is long-winded, 
too, but it’s worth persisting as the Air 200 sounds 
fabulous. Two Balanced Mode Radiator drivers and 
a subwoofer flood the room with music, sounding 
dynamic, detailed and composed at loud volumes.

02 ONE FOR BIG ROOMS

I

Living
 the stream
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 YAMAHA ISX-80
£399.95, www.uk.yamaha.com

 Looking more like a picture frame than a 
speaker, the ISX-80 is an interior designer’s dream. 
Heads will turn whether it’s mounted on a wall or 
shelf, but the vertical clock display is an acquired 
taste. There’s substance behind the style, with  
a comprehensive array of streaming features  
(Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, Spotify, AirPlay) and a terrific 
smartphone app that talks to sources with minimal 
fuss. Performance-wise, the ISX-80 sounds a  
little boxed-in – unsurprising, given the narrow 
speaker layout – but it goes nice and loud for its 
size, and attacks drums and basslines with gusto.

06 ONE FOR INTERIOR DESIGNERS

05 ONE FOR AUDIOPHILES
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 B&W ZEPPELIN WIRELESS
£499, www.bowers-wilkins.co.uk

 The latest incarnation of B&W’s celebrated 
Zeppelin speaker streams via AirPlay, Spotify 
Connect and Bluetooth, but the lack of DLNA and 
multi-room is a shame at this price. The minimalist 
enclosure is achingly stylish and seemingly hewn 
from granite, with a 3.5mm jack, Ethernet and 
volume controls adorning the curvy back end. Wi-Fi 
set-up is as easy as downloading an app and, once 
connected, the Zeppelin delivers sweet, sweet 
music. The punchy, balanced and detailed sound 
will put a smile on audiophile faces, displaying the 
same wonderful musicality as previous Zeppelins.  

05 ONE FOR AUDIOPHILES

 SAMSUNG R7 
£429, www.samsung.com/uk

 The aim of the R7’s egg-shaped design is to 
deliver 360-degree sound, and it really works.  
Walk around while it plays, and you get punchy 
bass and clear treble from any angle, thanks to 
Samsung’s Ring Radiator system. It’s a stunning 
look, especially when mounted on the optional 
tripod. Playback is controlled using a flexible  
multi-room smartphone/watch app, which lets you 
stream via DLNA, Spotify, Deezer, Qobuz and more, 
but it’s annoyingly hesitant when browsing large 
music libraries. Bluetooth and 192kHz/24-bit  
audio support add more strings to the R7’s bow. 

04 ONE FOR STYLE GURUS



Slender and stylish, 
it’s pleasing to the eye 

Pairing the system with 
your phone and TV is easy

Subwoofers are still  
a bit of an eyesore

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE £499.95 URL orbitsound.
com DIMENSIONS (H x W x D) 
Soundbar: 74 x 750 x 65mm. 
Subwoofer: 340 x 140 x 340mm 
WEIGHT Soundbar: 1.95kg. 
Subwoofer: 6kg POWER Soundbar: 
130W (80 front, 50 side). 
Subwoofer: 170W REMOTE  
CONTROL Yes BLUETOOTH Yes 
CONSTRUCTION Engineered wood
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hen I bought my 
Panasonic 3D TV  
a couple of years 
back, I naively 

thought that all my home-
cinema dreams would be 
realised. Imagine my despair, 
then, when I got home to 
discover that the sound was 
poor. Not only was it tinny, but 
if I wanted to even come close 
to immersing myself in the 
movie I was watching, I had to 
crank up the volume to full blast.

So reluctantly, I considered a 
dedicated home-cinema audio 

set-up. I wasn’t interested in 
placing speakers all around the 
room (I prefer the minimalist 
approach to interior design),  
so a soundbar seemed like the 
sensible choice. 

I’d heard of Orbitsound and 
its airSOUND technology – it’s 
virtually impossible to venture 
into John Lewis’s audio-visual 
department without being 
cornered by an Orbitsound 
salesman. According to the  
PR hype, airSOUND provides 
room-filling stereo sound no 
matter where you’re sitting  
in a room, meaning you and 
your family will no longer have 
to fight over that ‘sweet spot’ 
when watching films. Well, 
seeing as Orbitsound’s A70 was 
cheaper than some of the other 
options in the store (despite 
being the manufacturer’s 
flagship soundbar), I decided  
to take the plunge. 

Taking it out of the box, I was 
immediately struck by how 
sleek this thing is. How on earth 

Orbitsound A70 
HE LOVES HIS ACTION MOVIES, DOES SIMON 
MIDDLEWEEK. CAN THIS SOUNDBAR GIVE THEM A BOOST?  

W

THE T3 TEAM 
TAKE ON  
LONG-TERM 
TESTS OF THE 
LATEST GEAR…

M O N T H  1  O F  3

 ON TEST 
 THIS MONTH
THE GADGETS WE’RE 
LIVING AND BREATHING

ROB CARNEY
OPTISHOT 2

 It’s time for another 
round with this clever 
golf simulator. This 
month, I give my verdict 

on the graphics and club calibration, 
and see if it can improve my game.

SIMON MIDDLEWEEK
ORBITSOUND A70 

 As a massive movie 
fan, I want something 
that’ll enhance the 
sound on my Panasonic 

3D TV. Will Orbitsound’s flagship 
soundbar provide the answers?  

PAUL DIMERY
BLACKBERRY PRIV

 In my second month 
with BlackBerry’s 
smartphone curveball,  
I get stuck into its 

media-playing capabilities, as well  
as trying out the camera and video.

SLIM SOUNDBAR 
With its sleek contours,  
the A70 will look chic  
nestled beneath any TV
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Pretty realistic courses 
and accurate feedback 

make the Optishot 2 golf 
simulator a winner in my book!

t’s a fact that I think I’m better at golf than I actually 
am. A 14-handicapper, I’m no slouch, but I lack  
the consistency to take my game to the next level. 
And that’s why, for the last couple of months, I’ve 

been testing the Optishot 2 golf simulator.
Last month, I talked about the system – basically, a bunch of 

sensors on a mat – and how easy it is to set up and use. And  
now I’ve had time to really test the software, I love it even more. 
The course graphics aren’t mind-blowing, but they’re decent 
enough that you feel like you’re actually playing at the venue. 
Pairing with a projector and hitting into a custom-made white 
screen would no doubt further enhance this.

It does take a while to calibrate all of your clubs, but it’s 
definitely worth it and adds further to the realism of the 
simulator. It’s very easy to lose yourself in the ‘game’, and with 
the exception of putting (you can do it but it’s not really worth it; 
you’re better off getting down the practice green), I felt the 
software was giving accurate yardages – and when I knew I’d hit 
the ball badly, it showed!

It may be because I’m hitting more golf balls (I don’t need  
to go to the driving range), but I definitely feel that the Optishot 2 
is improving my game. And that’s worth the asking price!

ROB CARNEY, EDITOR

Optishot 2

 Select
LONG-TERM TESTS

ROB CARNEY TAKES A SECOND SWING AT THE GOLF 
SIM, TO SEE IF IT’LL TURN HIM INTO NICK FALDO

I

 NEXT MONTH I’LL BE SITTING DOWN TO WATCH 
AN ACTION MOVIE WITH MY NEW SOUNDBAR   

M O N T H  2  O F  2

PRICE £369 URL golfswingsystems.co.uk SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS  
PC: Windows Vista, 7, 8 or 10; graphics card with 256MB RAM; 
3GB HD space; 4GB RAM; USB 2.0 port MAC: OS X 10.8 or later; 
integrated graphics or better; 3GB HD space; 4GB RAM

SPECIFICATIONS
Above left: The front-facing speaker is joined by two side-firing 
ones. Above right: The inputs are tucked away discreetly

I’ve never been a fan of subwoofers – they’re an eyesore. But  
at least there’s a modicum of finesse to the Orbitsound A70’s 

would it provide this “room-
filling sound” the company  
likes to wax lyrical about? Sure, 
there’s a bulky subwoofer 
included, but in my experience 
slimline usually equates to  
puny. The A70 is undeniably  
a nice-looking unit, with an 
engineered wood finish, front- 
and two side-facing speakers 
(the latter, neodymium ones  
are largely responsible for  
the aforementioned spacial 
soundscape) and a non-invasive 
(it only illuminates when  
used) touch-sensitive display.

Setting it all up was a piece  
of cake – I used an optical  
cable to connect the soundbar 
to my TV, and the subwoofer 
pairs to the bar wirelessly. 
Connecting your smartphone  
or tablet to the set-up – for 
those times when you want to 
blast out some tunes instead  
of watching TV – is as easy as 
finding the A70 in your 
Bluetooth list and selecting it.

With all that done and 
dusted, I was raring to go. It’s 
got the looks, but does the  
A70 have the sound to match?  

“You and your family will no 
longer have to fight over that 
‘sweet spot’ when watching films”

The A70 is undeniably 
a handsome soundbar, 

and is easy to set up. I just hope it 
has the sound quality to match  

SIMON MIDDLEWEEK, SENIOR ART EDITOR

Verdict so far

Final verdict



SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE £550 URL uk.blackberry.
com DIMENSIONS (L x W x D)
147 x 77.2 x 9.4mm DISPLAY 
5.4-inch AMOLED, 1,440 x 
2,560 pixels OS Android 5.1.1 
CHIPSET Qualcomm Snapdragon 
808 MEMORY 32GB (up to 200GB 
with Micro SD card; 3GB RAM 
CAMERAS 18MP rear; 2MP front 
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ast month,  
I spoke about  
the size, display  
and build quality  

of this groundbreaking (for 
BlackBerry) phone. In case  
you missed it, I was impressed, 
not to mention surprised that 
BlackBerry had managed to 
come up with a handset that 
could genuinely compete with 
the smartphone world’s leading 
lights. I spent more time 
examining the display this 
month, as I experimented with 
the phone’s camera and 
media-playing capabilities. 

Speaking as someone who’s 
never owned a Samsung Galaxy 

S6 Edge, and have therefore  
not had the pleasure of using  
a dual-curved screen, I found 
browsing YouTube on the Priv’s 
curved display to be a truly 
satisfying experience. Scrolling 
is smooth and fast, and the 
colours are beautiful – vibrant 
without being cartoony. Making 
things even better was the rear 
speaker, which was sufficiently 
loud and bassy to do justice  
to some of Michael Jackson’s 
classic videos – although not 
quite powerful enough to get 
me dancing along to Billie  
Jean! It’s worth noting here  
that I found the virtual keyboard 
to be much better than the 
physical keyboard when typing 
out the names of songs/videos.  
I accept that this preference is 
partly because I haven’t used  
a physical keyboard since about 
2008, but the Priv’s virtual 
keyboard, with its large and 
clear keys, is genuinely a joy  
to use – better than the one  
on my LG G4, for example. 

The only thing that bothered 
me was the thick orange 

L

I loved watching 
YouTube videos on the 

Priv, and the camera takes nice 
pics, if not the best in class

PAUL DIMERY, PRODUCTION EDITOR

OUR GADGETS

BlackBerry Priv
PAUL DIMERY SPENDS THE MONTH WATCHING VIDEOS 
AND TAKING PHOTOS WITH HIS NEW HANDSET

navigation bar that kept 
appearing when I was trying  
to watch a video – I don’t  
know if this is a standard 
Android Lollipop feature,  
but it struck me as being 
completely unnecessary, adding 
complication that wasn’t needed.     

Next, it was time to try  
out the cameras. The main 
snapper on my LG G4 is 
magnificent and takes 
consistently excellent pictures, 
so I went into this test expecting 
to be disappointed. However, 
the results were really good.  
Not quite up there with the G4, 
but the colour and clarity made 
me nod in appreciation, and it 
was only when I zoomed in 
close that the picture began to 
deteriorate. Even in low light, 
the Priv’s camera held its own, 
although it seemed to take an 
age to actually snap the picture. 

I also found that scrolling 
through my photos was  
an odd experience, as the  
phone takes its time working 
out which size and format it 
should display the picture in, 
giving your photo album a 
strange, hall-of-mirrors effect.  
It gets there eventually, but it’s  
a little irritating. There’s an auto  
setting for panoramic shots, 
which saves you having to  
download an app, brightness 
can be tweaked on the fly,  
and the Priv also lets you take 
video selfies, which will be a 
Godsend for the vain (I’m not 
talking about myself, of course).

This handset is by no means 
perfect so far, then, but it’s  
not a million miles off. Next 
month, I’ll be finding out what 
the Priv is like as a pocket office 
– after all, it’s in this sphere that 
BlackBerry made its name.

Verdict so far

M O N T H  2  O F  3
The vibrant display makes watching videos 
a joy. I actually found the physical 
keyboard to be a bit of a distraction
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We’d love to know about 
 any tech you’ve bought.  
 Tell us about it at  
 inbox@t3.com – and please 
 include a pic of yourself
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£199, RUARKAUDIO.COM

£175, AUDIO-TECHNICA.COM

Ruark R1 Mk3

Novation 
Circuit

AudioTechnica 
ATH-MSR7REVIEWED BY MANDY ELLIS  

FROM WOLVERHAMPTON

REVIEWED BY SI CULVEY  
FROM COUNTY DURHAM 

REVIEWED BY AIDEN POWER  
FROM LONDON

Light, stylish 
and able to pick 
up my favourite 

stations with ease, this 
is my ideal kitchen mate     

You’ll feel like 
Fatboy Slim 
banging out the 

tunes on this synth. The 
speaker is poor, though 

These cans look 
very expensive, 
and the sound 

they emit is definitely 
on the luxurious side 

MANDY ELLIS, WOLVERHAMPTON SI CULVEY, COUNTY DURHAM AIDEN POWER, LONDON

Why I bought it
 I spend a lot of time in the kitchen, baking  

cakes and soufflés, and wanted something to  
play the radio on. I previously used the TuneIn 
Radio app on my smartphone, but the sound on  
my iPhone 6 is just too tinny – not ideal when  
you have the blender on or kids running around.   

What I like about it
 The compact size of this DAB radio means you 

can put it just about anywhere and it doesn’t  
get in the way. With its wood finish, it’s elegant in  
a retro kind of way, and the sound is powerful and 
clear – Ken Bruce’s voice has never sounded  
so chocolatey! Working the thing is intuitive, 
which is just as well because I’m a bit useless 
when it comes to technology. It also streams  
audio from your smartphone or tablet, so you can 
dance around to your favourite Spotify playlists.  

What I don’t like about it
 Very little – I love the thing. If there’s one thing 

I’d change about it, it’s the location of the dial on 
the top of the machine. If I place the radio on a 
high surface (as I often do when my cooking gets 
messy), you can’t see what you’re doing and it 
becomes a bit trial-and-error. A front-facing dial 
would’ve been preferable, or even a remote.

Why I bought it
 I’ve been making dance music on my  

desktop computer for years, but now I have two 
kids I just don’t get time to hole myself away  
in the spare room and set it all up. The Novation 
Circuit is a synthesiser workstation that 
enables you to make sweet music on your lap.

What I like about it
 The sounds you can get from this thing are 

incredible. With a decent pair of cans, your 
humble creations can sound like something  
the Ministry of Sound might churn out. The 
multi-coloured display is funky, and you can 
record your work to play back to your mates  
or export to a Cubase project, for example. 

What I don’t like about it
 I’d heard that it comes with a built-in 

speaker, but it might as well not have bothered 
– it’s just too quiet. If you have other people  
in the room, you can barely hear it. There’s  
also a lot to get your head around, and I fear  
for anyone who’s never used this kind of gear.  

Why I bought them
 I was at my local hi-fi store, on the lookout  

for a new turntable, but they had a rack of 
headphones that you could try out with different 
kinds of music, so I decided to have a listen. Of all 
the cans on display, I felt this Audio-Technica  
pair were the most versatile. I really shouldn’t 
have splashed out on them, but I did anyway! 

What I like about them
 The word that comes to mind is ‘warmth’.  

I first wore these on my walk to work on a cold  
day, and they kept my ears nice and toasty.  
But the sound you get from them is warm, too.  
My old, cheap cans were shrill and aggressive,  
but these bathe you in a bubble bath of sound. 
The bass is cosy and satisfying. I’ve not tried  
them with classical music yet, but certainly with 
dance music and pop, they’re the business. With 
their brown leather ear cups, they look good too. 

What I don’t like about them
 While I love the bassy sound, I felt that there 

could’ve been a little more treble. Certain songs 
sounded a little muffled to me. But that’s a small 
criticism, and for the most part I love them.   

£249, PMTONLINE.CO.UK
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2016

Come and play  
Dark Souls™ III 
at the PC Gamer 
Weekender
Plus, pre-order the limited run Apocalypse Edition, 
available only from GAME  

D  ark Souls™ III comes out on 
April 12, but on March 5-6 
you will have a unique 
chance to play the game 

over a month before release, at the PC 
Gamer Weekender, a new event taking 

place at The Old Truman Brewery in 
London. Dark Souls III is a headline 
game at the Weekender – come along 
to sample From Software’s latest, and 
pre-order now from GAME to get the 
Apocalypse Edition.

*While supplies last. 
Non-contractual visuals. For 
preview purposes only.

Dark Souls™ III & ©BANDAI NAMCO Entertainment Inc. ©2011-2016 FromSoftware, 
Inc. Published and distributed by BANDAI NAMCO Entertainment Europe S.A.S. and 
its subsidiaries. “ ” and “PlayStation” are registered trademarks of Sony Computer 
Entertainment Inc. “ ” is a trademark of the same company.

GRAB YOUR 
TICKETS NOW!

Available at  
www.pcgamer.com 

/weekender

108  T3 MARCH 



 Pre-order Dark Souls III 
now from GAME to get the 
Apocalypse Edition, which 
comes with an exclusive 
soundtrack and metal case 
on PC, PS4 and Xbox One. 
This is a pre-order-only edition 
of the game that fans of the 
series won’t want to miss. 
Pre-order today to make sure 
you get your copy.

P R E - O R D E R  T H E  
A P O C A L Y P S E  
E D I T I O N *

G A M E

S O U N D T R A C K

M E T A L 
C A S E

More at www.darksouls3.com

OUT  
APRIL 12 

2016
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ith so many modern 
shooters opting for dull 
futuristic settings and 
giant robots, it seems 

fitting that it should be Rainbow Six 
– the Tom Clancy-licensed franchise 
of yore that turned counter-
terrorism into a fine art – that’s 
kicking the genre up the backside 
and taking things back to basics. 

It’s an admirable mission 
statement, and one that makes  
for one of the most user-driven 
gunplay masterpieces of recent 
years – but that stripped-down  
ethos comes at a price...

Despite having the Rainbow Six 
name above the door, Siege drops  
a lot of the features series veterans 
may be expecting. Gone are the 
pre-mission planning sessions where 
you plotted your breach into a 
terrorist-held stronghold, dividing 
your teams based on their skillsets 
and behaviours. It was a joy to play 
with AI, and even more rewarding 
online, so seeing these seemingly 

AWOL FOR EIGHT YEARS, THE THINKING MAN’S SHOOTER 
RETURNS TO ROTATION WITH A CURRENT-GEN MAKEOVER

vital elements removed altogether 
takes a lot of getting used to. 

Is this still a Rainbow game? 
Without a doubt, but it’s one that 
needs to be perceived through the 
prism of modern gaming tastes  
and trends to be understood. This is 
a shooter for the hair-trigger gamer 
who wants instant satisfaction and 
just enough planning to feel suitably 
tactical. It sounds trite but these 
base principles create emergent 
gameplay experiences straight  
out of user choices and reactions. 
It’s brutal and unforgiving, but  
when it clicks, it really clicks.

There are no single-player 
campaigns anywhere in sight, and 
the entire experience has been 
rebuilt around revolving rounds of 
asymmetric shoot-outs. Out goes 
regenerative health (and good 
riddance). Pick-ups and perks? Be 
gone, foul demons. It sounds bare, 
and it is – starkly so – but spend  
just an hour or two in the game’s 
tactical bosom with a headset on, 

and you’ll realise that the idiom  
‘less is more’ has never been truer.

Siege cycles through a number  
of different game types (variants  
of disarm/protect the bomb, and 
capture the flag/hostage, are all 
present), but it ultimately all boils 
down to this: if you’re defending, 
barricade everything, lay some 
tripwire bombs and hide in a  
corner. If you’re an attacker, use  
a tiny two-wheeled drone to seek 
out the objective, mark enemy 
combatants and, well… attack.

From either side of the fight, the 
air of tense build-up and eventual 
explosive confrontation is so 
palpable, you find yourself almost 
sweating after the dust settles.  
As defenders, there’s a satisfying 
tactile power to reinforcing walls 
against breach charges and 
erecting makeshift barriers  
around hostages. As the attacking 

team, there’s nothing like spying  

THIS PIC 
Real-life counter-
terrorism groups 

return, and each one 
boasts characters with 

specific skillsets

BOTTOM 
Ahh, the humble drone. 
The two-wheeled terror 

of, er… terrorists

£39.99; PC, PS4, Xbox One 

GAMES

G A M E  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

W

Rainbow Six: Siege



T3 RATES The pure and merciless 
intensity of its centrepiece 
multiplayer mode really sings.
T3 SLATES The lack of a single-
player mode and more tactical 
options can grate after a while.
T3 SAYS While it’s perhaps a 
little too stripped bare in 
places, the reborn Rainbow Six 
is still a breath of fresh air in 
these sugar-coated modern times.

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3

TOP LEFT Even in 
death you can be 
of assistance, 
relaying enemy 
locations via 
spectator cam

TOP RIGHT Rather 
than building 
an avatar with 
XP, Siege offers 
various operators 
with defined 
skillsets

ABOVE Locations 
range from banks  
to suburban homes 

ABOVE RIGHT There’s 
a genuine sense of 
tension as you hunt 
your enemies

The game is brutal 
and unforgiving,  
but when it clicks,  
it really clicks
a defender as he makes a certain 
corridor a kill box, and instead 
abseiling from the roof and taking 
him out through a window.

TerroHunt, the classic terrorist- 
toasting mode, returns, but it’s now 
a horde-style affair more akin to  
Call Of Duty’s Zombies or Gears  
Of War’s Horde mode. It’s fun for  
a time, especially with mic’d up 
friends, but it loses its lustre fast.  
Not so the multiplayer offering –  
with its endless cycles of destructible 
walls and merciless prerequisite  
for precision, Siege is something  
else when you and the rest of your 
squad start communicating and 
working as one blunt tool of force.

The game certainly won’t be  
to everyone’s taste, especially  

with its stubborn shedding of 
modern tropes (although it does 
feature microtransactions), but if 
you’re sick of the tasteless gruel  
of Call Of Duty’s recent offerings, 
Rainbow Six: Siege is a trigger  
that’s definitely worth pulling.

 CALL OF DUTY: HEROES
Call Of Duty: Heroes eschews the classic 
FPS format and brings its low-fantasy 
military universes to the world of tower 
defence. Unoriginal but satisfying.
Free; Android, iOS

 TOTAL WAR: ATTILA
Mr the Hun had a pretty good crack at 
world domination – mix that with the 
complex real-time strategy of Creative 
Assembly’s Total War series and you’ve 
got a wartime general’s wet dream.
£29.99; PC

 BATTLEFIELD 4
Before the inevitable announcement  
of entry number five, check out the 
full-scale warfare of a multiplayer  
match in DICE’s semi-realistic shooter. 
£19.99; PC, PS3, PS4, X360, Xbox One 

 XCOM 2
Want to see the ugly face of war? The 
turn-based squad warfare of the XCOM  
is merciless, with its permadeath rules 
making every member of your team  
a bullet away from eternal slumber.
£29.99; Mac, PC

MILITARY 
POWER
Lay down some smack with 
devastating abandon

B E ST GA M E S FOR ...
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T3 RATES The five intertwined 
stories prove the series still 
has serious narrative chops.
T3 SLATES Frame rates can feel  
a little sluggish at times,  
but this is a three-year-old  
PS3 game after all.
T3 SAYS Bold and beautiful  
in equal measures, Yakuza 5  
retains the series’ boyish  
charm while simultaneously 
maturing its characters and story.

TOP Silly? Yes. Worryingly addictive and 
highly enjoyable? You’d better believe it 

ABOVE Newcomer Taiga Saejima has a more 
hands-on approach to public relations
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GAMES

or those not versed in  
the ways of the virtual 
Japanese underworld, 
the Yakuza games follow 

the journey of former-gangster- 
turned-family-man Kazuma Kiryu, 
who finds himself being constantly 
pulled back into the world of 
organised crime and ultraviolent 
soap drama. Think of a beat-em-up 
crossed with a JRPG – one that’s 
watched too much insane Japanese 
TV while wandering around a 
semi-open world – and you’re close 
to getting the unique Yakuza formula.

Yakuza 4 added multiple 
characters and stories, turning  
the series into a pleasing ensemble 
of criss-crossing narratives, and 
Yakuza 5 wisely continues this trend 
to dazzling effect. Long-serving  
(or should that be long-suffering?) 
protagonist Kazuma is back for 
another outing, and this time  
he’s joined by four other, equally 
complex and memorable characters. 
The same themes of old-school 
loyalties clashing with new-world 
ideology ring louder than ever in  
this instalment, likening the series  
to popular television shows such  
as Sons Of Anarchy or The Shield. 

Yakuza 5
KAZUMA AND CO RETURN FASHIONABLY LATE TO WESTERN PS3s

The core combat model of the 
game – where initiated fights turn 
the open-world exploration into 
Tarantino-esque burly brawls – 
remains the same, but there’s  
still plenty of depth and nuance  
to be found beyond the ability to 
pick up the nearest scooter and  
use it like a baseball bat (no, really).  
The windows for counters feel 
tighter than ever, while contextual 
finishers (a la Sleeping Dogs) feel 
crunchier and sicker without ever 
feeling dated. 

As you might expect, Yakuza 5  
comes with a smorgasbord of side 
activities that populate its hyper-
stylised take on urban Japan. From 
taxi driving (a first for the series)  

to secret arcade cabinets with 
frame-perfect renditions of Virtua 
Fighter 2, Sega’s sumptuous sandbox 
offers an open world like no other. 

It’s Shenmue post-puberty,  
and it wears the eccentricity of  
its mother culture without a drop  
of shame. Those activities and 
mini-games are more present  
than ever, evident in the rhythm-
action dance routines of fan 
favourite – and now playable 
character – Haruka. Fun, colourful 
and ultra-Japanese, these moments 
are Yakuza 5 down to a tee.

If you’re going to turn up to the 
PlayStation party three years late 
and be locked to a now-inferior 
platform, you’d better bring your  
‘A’ game. And that’s exactly what  
the fifth entry in the Yakuza series 
does. Bigger and bolder than  
ever before, it’s a fitting swansong 
for Sony’s seventh-gen console,  
and proves to be the series’ most 
ambitious game to date. A curio 
Yakuza remains, but what a curio.

BELOW The boys 
are back in town, 
complete with 
starched collars 
that could gouge 
your eyes out

£32.99; PS3

F
MAIN PHOTO  
“That’ll teach  
you for wearing a 
pea-green tank top”
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MAN VS TECH: F1 CHALLENGE 
NEW HYBRID CARS ON TEST 

SMART HOME SECURITY
PLUS MUCH, MUCH MORE!

THE 11TH ANNUAL HOT 100. 
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NEED IN YOUR LIFE RIGHT NOW!
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THE ONLY APPLE ACCESSORY 
YOU’LL EVER NEED!

16 FEB 
2016

ON SALE 
TUESDAY

The new & improved MacFormat magazine - rebuilt 
from the ground up for all Apple enthusiasts.

Available from www.macformat.com



ABOVE As well as 
smartphone and 
tablet devices, 
Freeletics is also 
compatible with  
the Apple Watch

STICK TO THOSE FITNESS RESOLUTIONS 
WITH THIS HOME-BASED HOW-TO APP

Freeletics

Gyms, if you have the 
motivation, are a great 
place to sculpt your 
body into the form 

you’ve always wanted, but we don’t 
always have the time to devote to 
the treadmill or free-weights corner. 
So it’s no surprise to see a boom in 
fitness apps focused around home- 
based workout routines, and one  
of the latest, Freeletics, is aiming to 
break away from the pack with its 
focus on instruction and support.

The app comes in two forms –  
a free version that includes all the 
main facilities you need to track your 
bodyweight and fitness levels, and a 

premium subscription that adds a 
real-life personal trainer who tailors 
your workout plan, conducts fitness 
tests and offers general advice.

At £24.99, £44.99 and £59.99  
for three-, six- and 12-month subs,  
the premium service is a little pricey, 
but the prospect of having someone 
tailor a non-gym workout routine  
to suit your body type, behaviours 
and free time does appeal.

The free options are more than 
useful, though. The focus on bespoke 
how-to videos (which also include 
slow-mo versions to help you nail 
that all-important form) save you 
trawling YouTube, and its decision to 
use only exercises that use your own 
body weight for resistance removes 
the need for weights and a bench. 

Free; App Store, Google Play

Free; App Store, Google Play

A P P  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

With time an ever-diminishing 
commodity, streamlining time 
spent at your screen seems more 
important than ever. That’s the 

ethos behind Quadro, a ‘smart controller’ that 
enables you to create shortcuts, flip between 
tasks quickly and efficiently, and generally 
speed up your working process.

Using your tablet of choice, Quadro doesn’t 
aim to replace your keyboard but offers a 
secondary screen with a customisable interface 

that links to all your files and devices.  
It connects to your PC or Mac via Wi-Fi,  
and offers plenty of tools to suit your needs.

There’s a modular spin, with the option to 
tether multiple devices, turning your tablet 
into a Matrix-style super hub. The ability  
to create bespoke shortcuts to programs,  
Web apps and documents will suit home 
businesses run out of the same PC or Mac. 

JUGGLING TASKS AND PROCESSES 
WHILE WORKING? THIS APP AIMS 
TO BOOST YOUR PRODUCTIVITY

QUADRO
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S E V EN HOT A PP S FOR …

STAYING ON 
TOP OF YOUR 
FINANCES

Boring it may be, but this official HMRC 
app helps you calculate your income 
tax and find the correct paperwork.
Free; App Store, Google Play

Track up to nine meters in your home 
(gas, electricity, water, etc) and 
regulate them for less-painful bills.
£0.99; App Store, Google Play

Use this mobile trading-platform  
app to track and adjust your shares 
on the Foreign Exchange Market.
Free; App Store, Google Play

The mystery (and the impact) of your 
credit rating will never be an issue 
again thanks to this handy tracker.
Free; App Store, Google Play

Struggling to understand where  
all your money’s going each month? 
Download this and wonder no more.
£3.99; App Store, Google Play

Break your mortgage and monthly 
payments into easy-to-understand 
sections with this useful program.
£1.49; App Store, Google Play

Keep up to date with goings-on in the 
world of finance while using handy 
tools to track your own outgoings.
Free; App Store, Google Play

 01 
HMRC

 02  
METER READINGS

 03  
METATRADER 4

 04  
CLEARSCORE

 05 
XPENSETRACKER

 06  
MORTGAGE MENTOR

 07  
MSN MONEY

Don’t bury your head. Keep 
control of money matters 
with these essential apps

Save 54% when you subscribe! www.myfavouritemagazines.co.uk/T3



M OV I E  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

A L B U M  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

1 16  T3 MARCH 2016

ENTERTAINMENT

DANIEL CRAIG IS BACK AS 007, AND THIS 
TIME HE’S BREAKING ALL THE RULES 

Spectre

Carrying the weight of 
the Oscar-winning 
Skyfall on its shoulders 
was never going to be 
easy, but Spectre, in 
which James Bond 

(Daniel Craig) is pitted against 
global crime organisation Spectre, 
is a thrilling ride. 

It’s Day Of The Dead in Mexico 
City, and Bond is en route to kill 
three terrorists and knock-off  
Italian mafioso Sciarra (Alessandro 
Cremona). The hit doesn’t go to 
plan, so our indefatigable agent  
all but destroys the city to get at 

Sciarra, promptly robbing him of an 
interesting (read: important to the 
plot) signet ring, then kicking him 
out of a helicopter. Bond returns to 
London, is suspended from field 
duty by the new M (Ralph Fiennes) 
for his unauthorised Mexican romp, 
and broods over his next move. 

Not one for abiding by the rules, 
Bond is soon on a plane again,  
flying out to Sciarra’s funeral, where 
he seduces the mafioso’s not-so-
grieving wife (Monica Bellucci) and 
immerses himself in the shady world 
of global terrorism in a bid to bring 
down Spectre.

There are expensive cars, epic 
explosions, beautiful women and a 
pacey plot. The script isn’t as refined 
as Skyfall’s, but Spectre is ultimately 
well-anchored, setting us up for the 
next instalment in the franchise, with 
or without Daniel Craig.

£9.99 DVD, £14.99 BLU-RAY; CERT 15

THE BEST  
NEW MUSIC

Gorgeous, melodic,  
a bit Mumford & Sons  
and a bit Andy Burrows, 
Ben Abraham’s debut 

long-player is as close to perfection 
as you could hope for. Haunting 
opener Sirens unfurls an album 
packed with majesty, love and 
honesty, especially songs To Love 
Someone, She, Collide and This  
Is On Me. A soul-stirrer of a debut.

The king of modesty is 
back with a three-act 
album that doffs its cap 
to Otis Redding, Mobb 

Deep and Larry Graham. Featuring 
collaborations with Kendrick Lamar 
(No More Parties In L.A.) and Ty Dolla 
$ign (Real Friends), the avant- 
garde Waves packs some defined 
hip-hop muscle, with n-bombs and 
Kanye-style preaching aplenty.

Politics also makes its 
way into the 11th studio 
LP from thrash stalwarts 
Anthrax, with lyrics to 

Evil Twin examining the Charlie Hebdo 
attacks, and For All Kings beseeching 
us to become masters of our own 
destinies. There’s plenty of thrash 
guitar here, and Joey Belladonna’s 
vocals stand up all these years on.

Award-winning singer/
guitarist Andersen 
serves up a righteous 
slab of politically 

charged blues-roots. Produced 
by Commissioner Gordon (Amy 
Winehouse), he lets loose his soulful 
gospel voice on Let’s Get Back and 
All The Way, with piano taking centre 
stage on the ballad I’m Giving In. 

In 1995, David Bowie and Nine 
Inch Nails teamed up for the 
Outside tour. Even though the 
tour confused the hell out of 
both camps’ fans at the time, 
there’s no denying the talent 
recorded on this double CD. 

The trade-off in energy between Bowie and NIN’ 
Trent Reznor is electrifying, with Bowie riffing on 

 01 BEN ABRAHAM: SIRENS

 02 KANYE WEST: WAVES

 03 ANTHRAX: 
FOR ALL KINGS

 04 MATT ANDERSEN: 
HONEST MAN

POLITICS, GOSPEL, THRASH 
AND BLUES – THIS MONTH’S 
CHOICES ARE AS ECLECTIC  
AS A BAG OF PICK-A-MIX

L I ST EN TO T H I S!

NINE INCH NAILS 
WITH DAVID BOWIE: 
BACK IN ANGER

ABOVE Bond (Daniel 
Craig), moments 
after kicking a bad 
guy out of a moving 
helicopter. And  
we thought our job 
was dangerous

NIN tracks and Reznor bringing a grittier edge to his 
hero’s darker material. The NIN set is atmospheric 
and dirty. Piggy and Closer bring the heavy, and 
Bowie and Reznor trading lyrics on Bowie’s Scary 
Monsters is exhilarating.

Bowie’s set begins with a brooding take on NIN’ 
Hurt, and that’s when the starman really takes 
flight – through upbeat stomper Look Back In Anger, 
and onto bold live cuts of songs like Andy Warhol 
and The Man Who Sold The World.

Reznor’s respect for his hero – one of music’s 
most fearless, flamboyant and genuinely gifted 
stars – comes across in spades here. RIP Bowie.



-  The event for everyone passionate about photography  -  

Capture your creativity
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To enter our competition, simply answer the following question:

HOW MANY DRIVERS ARE IN EACH EAR OF THE K10s?
A TWO B SIX C TEN

Enter today at www.t3.com/competitions

Competition closes 16 March 2016.  

By taking part, you agree to be bound by 

the competition rules: www.futureplc.
com/competition-rules. Entries must be 

received by midnight on 16 March 2016  

(UK time). Open to UK residents aged  

18 years and over. There will be one  

winner, entitled to a pair of Noble Audio 

K10s. The prize is non-transferable and non-

refundable. There is no cash alternative.

Music-listening gadgets – we’re 
talking smartphones or (our 
preferred choice) Hi-Res music 

players – are often bundled with 
shonky in-ear buds, just to get you 
off the ground. But T3 would never 
recommend banging out your tunes 
with these ineffective lug-speakers; 
not only will your music sound bad, 
you’ll also need to turn the volume 
right up to hear anything, which isn’t 
good for your long-term ear health. 

So ditch those noise-makers –  
what you need is a pair that’ll do your 
favourite tunes justice. But there’s no 
need for a pair of gargantuan over-ear 
cans; a good set of in-ears will sound 
great, and will also work much better 
when you’re on the move. 

We’ve seen some good in-ears in 
our time, but Noble Audio’s K10 in-ear 
monitors really take things to the next 
level. Crafted from aluminium in sunny 
California, these beauties are packed 

with no fewer than ten drivers in each 
ear for bass, mid, high and super-high 
frequencies. What this means is you 
get hugely impressive sound in a very 
small space – in fact, they’re designed 
to take advantage of Hi-Res Audio, 
guaranteeing you’ll be able to hear all 
the extra detail available in 24-bit tracks.

If you want to be in with a chance  
of winning the ultimate in-ear ’phones, 
just answer the question below. For 
more info, head to nobleaudio.com.

Make music on the move sound heavenly with these 
beautiful buds – we’ve got a set to give away

WIN THESE NOBLE
IN-EAR MONITORS

PRIZE
WORTH

£999
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 

T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying 
guide you’ll ever encounter. To 
create it, we’ve ruthlessly filtered all 
the categories that count, to bring 
you rock-solid recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of 
elite gear for each of the categories 

listed below. If something’s not 
included, we don’t rate it – it’s that 
simple. Each Super Six is ranked  
in order, and the number-one 
product makes it into The Elite 
(p120), which is our pick of the 12 
best products you can buy today.

To make your next purchase as 
straightforward as possible, we’ve 
also included useful buying advice, 
and highlighted the hottest gear 
you can get for £100 and under.  

Inside
120  The Elite
122  Smartphones
122  Tablets  
123  TVs
123  TV streamers 
125  Laptops
125  Cameras 

126  Home audio
126  Headphones
127  Smartwatches
127  Fitness trackers
128  Connected home
128  Automotive
129  £100 Hotlist

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online  
at www.t3.com

p127

p126

EDITED BY
NICK ODANTZIS

ISSUE 253 /     
MARCH 16

p126

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS

p128

p128

p128

p128
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Introducing 
The Elite…
WELCOME TO T3’S OUTFITTING SERVICE, HOME  
OF THE 12 BEST GADGETS IN THE WORLD TODAY

hether you’re a 
seasoned tech 
aficionado or this is the 
first gadget magazine 

you’ve purchased, The Elite is the 
best possible place to start your 
gadget-selection journey. Here we 
present the best gadgets available 
right now in 12 key categories,  
to save you the hard work of doing 
all the research yourself – in short,  
if you’re starting from scratch and 

want the very best there is,  
The Elite is your new shopping list.

The Elite will only be updated 
when something new emerges  
that is capable of toppling an 
existing product from its perch; 
there may therefore be months 
when the 12 products featured  
here don’t change. But this is an 
exclusive club, and only tech that  
is capable of achieving a towering 
standard of excellence gets in.

B E ST SM A RT PHON E

B E ST HOM E AU DIO B E ST H E A DPHON E S

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more amazing tech, visit our website at www.t3.com
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SAMSUNG GALAXY 
S6 EDGE/EDGE+
www.samsung.com  

PRICE From £760 TESTED N/A 
As well as that gorgeous ‘infinity pool’ build, 
you get a top camera and a pin-sharp QHD 
display. The Edge+ is a 5.7-inch beauty. 
T3 SAYS We love the glass-and-metal body, 
stunning screen and fantastic camera. 

HEOS BY DENON
www.denon.co.uk
PRICE From £199 TESTED T3 245

Sonos has been ruling the multi-room 
music roost, but HEOS just pips it to the 
post, offering a superb-sounding set of 
speakers, a great app and top VFM.
T3 SAYS HEOS by Denon will enable you  
to unlock the music around your home.

BOSE 
QUIETCOMFORT 25
www.bose.co.uk  

PRICE £269.95 TESTED T3 250 
Fantastic build quality, brilliant noise 
isolation and superbly balanced audio.  
They even come with a carry case.
T3 SAYS A cracking performance from  
the perfect noise-cancelling headphones.
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 03 APPLE iPAD AIR 2
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE From £399 TESTED T3 237 

The Air 2 is the fastest, best-looking and 
most feature-packed iPad yet. Starting  
at £399, it’s expensive since you’ll want 
more storage, but it’s worth every penny.
T3 SAYS Sleek, solid and a spectacular 
display – the Air 2 is a pleasure to use.

02

04
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B E ST L A P TOPB E ST T V ST R E A M E R B E ST C A M E R A
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To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more amazing tech, visit our website at www.t3.com
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PEBBLE  
TIME STEEL
www.getpebble.com  

PRICE £229.99 TESTED T3 249 
Thought the Apple Watch had the market  
all sewn up? Wrong – Pebble’s super 
smartwatch is the best wearable you can 
buy, and you don’t even need an iPhone.
T3 SAYS Inexpensive, clever and beautiful.

DELL XPS 13
www.dell.com  
PRICE £1,060 TESTED N/A

The best laptop around, and there’s not an 
Apple logo in sight – Dell proves that it can 
do more than churn out desktop computers 
with this feature-packed machine.
T3 SAYS Fantastic performance and build.  
It’ll serve you well for years to come.

3D ROBOTICS SOLO
www.3drobotics.com 
PRICE £979.95 TESTED T3 250

It looks meaner than a bull on a charge,  
and the 3DR Solo goes like one too. But  
it’s easy to fly – and with a GoPro camera 
connected, it’ll record stunning footage.
T3 SAYS The 3DR Solo is the ultimate drone 
for capturing professional aerial movies.

ROKU 3
www.roku.com  
PRICE £99 TESTED T3 240

It seems that nobody can hold a candle  
to the original streaming box – the third 
incarnation is powerful, feature-packed 
and has loads of available content.
T3 SAYS The Roku 3 is the best choice  
for freedom of entertainment.

BASIS PEAK
www.mybasis.com  
PRICE £169.99 TESTED T3 243

Sporty but smart, the Basis Peak is the  
ideal fitness tracker for those not wanting 
to look like they’ve just stepped out of  
the gym. It has great functionality, too.
T3 SAYS Straddles the line between watch 
and fitness tracker beautifully.

 PANASONIC  
LUMIX DMC-GF7
www.panasonic.co.uk  

PRICE £430 TESTED T3 247
Though it’s a compact device, the GF7 
offers all the prowess of a DSLR. A Four 
Thirds sensor results in fantastic images.
T3 SAYS Ideal for shooting a range of 
subjects in a variety of conditions.

BMW i3
www.become 
electric.co.uk 

PRICE From £25,250 TESTED T3 247
It looks great, it has a quirky interior, and 
it’s fast and fun. An optional range extender 
makes it a long(ish)-distance proposition.
T3 SAYS Your next small car could be  
all-electric, and it should be a BMW i3.
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 05 PANASONIC 
TX-50CX802B
www.panasonic.co.uk  

PRICE £1,799 TESTED T3 246
Tick off your dream-TV box. This Panasonic 
has it all: a brilliant 55-inch picture, in- 
built 4K content and a superb interface.
T3 SAYS Waiting to jump on the 4K TV 
bandwagon? Well, wait no longer.
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10
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SMARTPHONES / TABLETS

Smartphones Tablets
T H E S U PE R S I X T H E S U PE R S I X

APPLE iPAD AIR 2
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE FROM £399 TESTED T3 237
The Air 2 is the fastest, best-looking and 
most feature-packed iPad yet. Starting  
at £399, it’s expensive since you’ll want 
more storage, but it’s worth every penny.
T3 SAYS Sleek, solid and a spectacular 
display – the Air 2 is a pleasure to use.

SAMSUNG TAB S 8.4
www.samsung.com  
PRICE £250 TESTED T3 241
Razor-thin at 6.6mm and super-light at  
298g, the Tab S 8.4 features an 8.4-inch 
Super AMOLED display, 16GB of memory, 
oodles of features and lots of power.
T3 SAYS Samsung’s best tablet is  
ultra-portable and full of brilliant tech.

TESCO HUDL 2
www.tesco.com  
PRICE £99 TESTED T3 241
With its large, sharp screen, commendable 
battery life, decent processor and speakers 
that make movie-watching a joy, the Hudl 2 
is an amazing tech bargain.
T3 SAYS Great for kids, the Hudl 2 gives you 
a lot of tablet for your money.

APPLE iPAD PRO
www.apple.com  
PRICE FROM £679 TESTED T3 250
It’s not a laptop replacement but the iPad 
Pro is a supreme version of the iPad, with  
a massive screen, plus awesome power  
and accessories. You’ll get the best media 
and apps experience you’ve ever had.
T3 SAYS The powerful Pro is a top tablet.

GOOGLE NEXUS 9
www.google.co.uk/nexus  
PRICE FROM £299 TESTED T3 241
An Android tablet without the manufacturer 
bloat, the Nexus 9 performs well and  
comes with some really premium touches. 
One of those, a 4:3-aspect screen, gives 
you more headroom on websites.
T3 SAYS The Nexus 9 is a top all-rounder.

SONY XPERIA Z3 
TABLET COMPACT
www.sonymobile.com  
PRICE FROM £299 TESTED T3 241
This is a seriously light and skinny tablet, 
and it’s also waterproof. Sony’s custom 
Android software is a class act, too.
T3 SAYS A slickly styled tablet that’s 
perfect for using in the bath!

SAMSUNG GALAXY 
S6 EDGE/EDGE+
www.samsung.com  
PRICE FROM £760 TESTED T3 243
As well as that gorgeous ‘infinity pool’ build, 
you get a top camera and a pin-sharp QHD 
display. The Edge+ is a 5.7-inch beauty. 
T3 SAYS We love the glass-and-metal body, 
stunning screen and fantastic camera.  

APPLE iPHONE 6S/ 
6S PLUS
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE FROM £539 TESTED T3 249
The best iPhone ever, now with 3D Touch 
technology, a beefed-up 12MP camera  
with 4K video, and added processor power. 
T3 SAYS The best iPhone ever made – it’ll 
make you consider giving up your Android.

HUAWEI GOOGLE  
NEXUS 6P
consumer.huawei.com 
PRICE £449 TESTED T3 251
Huawei’s super-sized phone offers an 
incredible package – a 5.7-inch AMOLED 
screen, a brilliant camera and Android  
6.0 Marshmallow – all for a bargain price.
T3 SAYS A superb plus-sized Android phone.

LG G4
www.lg.com  
PRICE £480 TESTED T3 244
The G4 is a whole lot of features in a fairly 
compact space. It has a powerful screen,  
a faster processor and a much better 
camera – plus it’s encased in leather.
T3 SAYS The G4 offers a lot for a decent 
price, but the leather is an acquired taste.

HTC ONE M9
www.htc.com  
PRICE £580 TESTED T3 242
The One M9 is like the One M8 but even 
better, with fantastic design and intelligent 
customisation. Improved battery life and 
speed would make this a killer handset.
T3 SAYS HTC has merely polished its 2014 
model. A great phone but not the very best.

ONEPLUS 2
www.oneplus.net 
PRICE £239 TESTED T3 248
The OnePlus One was a cracker, and so  
is this, with a better camera, an improved 
screen, a fingerprint scanner and a great 
design. It also has a world first: a USB-C 
charging port, to make connection easy.
T3 SAYS High-end features at a low price.
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To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit www.t3.com

Wileyfox Storm
 The Storm offers dual SIMs along 

with a massive 5.5-inch HD screen 
(from LG), a decent 20MP camera 
(from Sony), 32GB of storage and  
a nippy Snapdragon chipset, and 
all at a great price. Frankenstein’s 
phone? Perhaps, but it’s no monster.
£199, wileyfox.com

Lenovo Zuk Z1
 It’s tricky to get hold of in the UK, 

but Lenovo’s Zuk Z1 is certainly one 
for the heavy user with its highly 
capacious 4100mAh battery far in 
advance of its rivals. The rest of 
the guts are acceptable at best, 
but it doesn’t cost the earth. 
£290, www.lenovo.com

BQ Aquaris X5
 O2’s endorsement means this is 

the first Cyanogen OS phone to be 
supported by a major network. It’s 
low on specs – 1.4GHz Snapdragon, 
2GB of RAM – but its position on O2’s 
Refresh plan makes it the perfect 
option for jumping to Cyanogen OS.
£19.50 per month, O2.co.uk

T3 SELECTS:
CYANOGEN  
OS HANDSETS
GET A FULLY CUSTOM 
EXPERIENCE WITH THE 
OPEN ANDROID OS 
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TV streamersTVs
T H E SU PE R S I X T H E SU PE R S I X

ROKU 3
www.roku.com  
PRICE £99 TESTED T3 240
Between the high amount of content 
available, a responsive interface and a 
remote with a built-in audio jack for private 
listening, there’s simply no better player. 
T3 SAYS The Roku 3 is the best choice  
for freedom of entertainment.

GOOGLE CHROMECAST
www.google.com 
PRICE £30 TESTED T3 252
A simple yet brilliant TV-streaming gadget 
that can do it all, and that includes casting 
a screen straight from your gadgets. There’s 
no remote – you use an app instead.
T3 SAYS Funky, simple and effective, this is 
a great alternative to the Roku streamers.

ROKU STREAMING STICK
www.roku.com 
PRICE £39 TESTED T3 252
The Streaming Stick apes much of the 
ability of its bigger brother – the Roku 3 –  
in a smaller, simplified package. It even 
comes with a remote.
T3 SAYS This Wi-Fi-only Roku offers top  
TV thrills for less than 40 quid.

NOW TV BOX
www.nowtv.com  
PRICE £14.99 TESTED N/A
If you want Sky but can’t get a dish, this is  
a great option, enabling you to choose the 
TV subscription you want. Or you can watch 
terrestrial catch-up channels for free.
T3 SAYS For those who want to add a little 
smart to their TV, this is a cheap option. 

VEOLO 4K
www.acryan.com  
PRICE £200 TESTED T3 240
The ultimate home-cinema experience, the 
Veolo is one of few streamers that support 
media streaming in 4K Ultra HD. It also offers 
an attractive, easy-to-use interface and 
access to loads of great on-demand apps.
T3 SAYS Pricey but worth it for 4K goodness.

APPLE TV
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE £79 TESTED T3 240
Apple TV works flawlessly with Apple’s 
own-brand tech, meaning you’ll be able to 
peruse selected online content natively, 
and mirror any other content using AirPlay.
T3 SAYS A good option for integrating 
perfectly with other Apple devices.

PANASONIC TX-50CX802B
www.panasonic.co.uk  
PRICE £1,799 TESTED T3 246
Incredible 4K imagery, matched to 4K 
services from Netflix and Amazon, plus the 
combination of Firefox OS and Freeview 
Play, make this masterpiece a dream to use.
T3 SAYS As modern as screens get,  
this TV will future-proof your lounge.

SAMSUNG UE55JS9000
www.samsung.com 
PRICE £3,099 TESTED T3 243 
This beautifully designed TV is capable of 
an amazing picture and clear sound. It needs 
its settings tweaked to get the best picture, 
though, and standard def looks horrid.
T3 SAYS This 55-inch is amazing in  
Ultra HD, but also brilliant in regular HD.

PANASONIC TX-50AX802
www.panasonic.co.uk 
PRICE £1,299 TESTED T3 236
Great looks, as well as superb picture 
quality and motion handling. Upscaling  
isn’t as spectacular as other budget 4K TVs.
T3 SAYS If you want a 50-inch TV that has 
the wow factor – both in terms of looks  
and picture quality – this is a great choice.

SONY KD-55X8505C
www.sony.co.uk 
PRICE £1,799 TESTED T3 246
Gorgeous picture quality, superlative design 
and great connectivity. It’s let down only by 
the marred Android OS, though integrated 
YouView is a real boon for this set.
T3 SAYS Sony has delivered the goods with 
an amazing picture and features galore.

LG 55UF850V
www.lg.com  
PRICE £1,299 TESTED T3 246
Featuring the brilliant webOS, this is one  
of the smartest TVs around. The picture is 
exceptional, and you’ll be impressed with  
the audio performance from this big LG.
T3 SAYS If your budget won’t stretch, this 
is a solid performer with top image quality.

LG 55EC930V
www.lg.com 
PRICE £1,999 TESTED T3 240
This 55-inch offers amazing picture quality, 
a host of brilliant smart features and 
dazzling looks. However, there’s no 4K and 
it’s quite expensive compared to others.
T3 SAYS Looking for smart features and 
eye-popping images? This won’t disappoint. 
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To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit www.t3.com

Super-flexible screens
 LG was showing off this dream-

come-true screen. While it’s 
slightly too small for your living 
room at just 18 inches, this panel  
– almost certainly a by-product  
of curved TV innovation – could 
mean some very adventurous 
screen designs are on the horizon.

Modular displays
 Samsung has a solution for 

the annoying black bars that crop 
up when you’re watching super- 
widescreen films: a panel made 
of smaller panels that can reform 
itself into different aspect ratios. 
This 170-inch example isn’t feasible  
for the home just yet, though.

Transparency
 Both Samsung and Panasonic 

demonstrated cool transparent 
OLED displays, but it was the latter 
that had the most interesting 
showing. Built into a bookshelf, 
the screen flicked from fully clear 
to showing wildlife footage at the 
press of a button, then back again.

FUTURE TECH:
NEXT-GEN TV
INNOVATIONS
WHAT BONKERS THINGS 
DID THE TV BOFFINS 
SHOW OFF AT CES 2016?
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CamerasLaptops
T H E SU PE R S I X T H E SU PE R S I X

PANASONIC LUMIX  
DMC-GF7
www.panasonic.co.uk 
PRICE £430 TESTED T3 247
Though it’s a compact device, the GF7 
offers all the prowess of a DSLR. A Four 
Thirds sensor results in fantastic images.
T3 SAYS This camera takes wonderful 
pictures and is superb value for money. 

SONY A77 II
www.sony.co.uk  
PRICE £749 TESTED N/A
Image quality is excellent, even at 
high-sensitivity settings, while the 
autofocus is fast and accurate. The A77 II 
can even cope with very low light levels.
T3 SAYS Ideal for shooting a range of 
subjects in a variety of conditions.

TOMTOM BANDIT
www.tomtom.com 
PRICE £299 TESTED T3 245
The ease of use, plethora of features  
and high-quality video capture make  
this an excellent action-camera choice,  
and a genuine rival to the GoPro Hero4.
T3 SAYS The Bandit takes action-camera 
movie making to the next level.

OLYMPUS OM-D E-M5
www.olympus.co.uk 
PRICE £899 TESTED T3 242 
A very capable camera that offers extensive 
and versatile control. The OM-D E-M5 
produces impressive, super-high-res 
photos with great image stabilisation. 
T3 SAYS A very powerful, versatile,  
small and light system camera.

NIKON D5500
www.nikon.com  
PRICE £589 TESTED N/A
The D5500 offers SLR beginners a lot of 
creative control, the touchscreen display  
is a useful addition, and the sensor 
captures high levels of detail.
T3 SAYS This is ideal as your first DSLR,  
or as an upgrade from an older model.

ISAW EDGE
www.isawcamera.co.uk 
PRICE £159.99 TESTED T3 251
With its Sony Exmor image sensor, 4K 
capabilities and built-in rear screen for 
viewing, the ISAW Edge is a very capable 
camera for shooting action movies. The 
GoPro-type mounting system is also a boon.
T3 SAYS A brilliant mid-range 4K action cam.

DELL XPS 13
www.dell.com  
PRICE £1,060 TESTED N/A
The XPS 13 is brilliantly designed and 
outperforms its rivals under the hood. The 
infinity display gives you the expanse of  
a 13.3-inch screen on an 11.9-inch laptop.
T3 SAYS With its fantastic performance and 
build, it’ll serve you well for years to come.

APPLE MACBOOK  
PRO 13-INCH WITH 
RETINA DISPLAY
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE £749 TESTED T3 227 
Apple’s lightweight laptop boasts improved 
performance and battery life. It’ll delight road 
warriors and coffee-shop loungers alike.
T3 SAYS Reliable, powerful and practical.

ASUS ZENBOOK UX305
www.asus.com  
PRICE £650 TESTED N/A
Thin, light and attractive, with excellent 
build quality, the Zenbook UX305 offers  
a great balance of components, a perfect 
1080p screen and an alluring price tag.
T3 SAYS One of the best and most 
affordable Ultrabooks available.

HP SPECTRE X360
www.hp.com  
PRICE £849 TESTED 244
The X360 is powerful and has a massive 
12.5-hour battery life. Its 360-degree 
rotating keyboard enables you to use it as a 
tablet or stood upright for hands-free video.
T3 SAYS For a relatively modest price,  
you get a powerful and versatile machine. 

ASUS ZENBOOK NX500
www.asus.com  
PRICE £1,699 TESTED T3 239 
The diminutive NX500 boasts a stunning  
design, impressive power and a bright, 
vibrant screen. The price is a turn-off, 
though, and battery life is disappointing.
T3 SAYS Asus has done a fantastic job  
of combining power and beauty.
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MICROSOFT  
SURFACE PRO 4
www.microsoftstore.com 
PRICE From £749 TESTED T3 252
Microsoft has made a cracking update to its 
Windows hybrid, with more power, a bright 
display, sleek design and an accurate pen.
T3 SAYS Perfect for those who can’t  
decide between a laptop or tablet.

 06

INVESTIGATED:  
PLENOPTIC 
CAMERAS
BECAUSE SURELY THIS 
IS PURE SORCERY?

Plenoptic? What?
 Alright, that’s the technical 

term, but you’ll probably know 
plenoptic cameras by the slightly 
more consumer-friendly term  
‘light-field’, as exemplified by 
the rather unique Lytro. Take a 
plenoptic pic and you’ll be able 
to shift the focus and even look 
around in three dimensions (to  
a certain extent) after the fact.

How is that possible?
 A plenoptic sensor, or at least 

that of the Lytro, differs from a 
traditional CCD in that it collects 
information about both the 
intensity of light reaching the 
camera and its direction. Plenoptic 
images are measured not in 
megapixels but in megarays;  
ten megarays are roughly equivalent 
to 1.2 megapixels on a 2D plane. 

Is it just a gimmick?
 Well, it is a gimmick. But just? 

Don’t be so sure. The nature of their 
sensors means plenoptic cameras 
can offer certain advantages over 
their traditional siblings. There’s 
no need to pull sharp focus before 
taking a pic, for example, since 
it can be done afterwards, which 
leads to much faster shooting.  
The necessarily bigger aperture 
means low-light photography is  
no problem. And if you’re creative 
with the results, you can shift  
your perspective and create VR-
suitable stereoscopic images  
from a single shot.

What’s next, then?
 The second-generation,  

40-megaray Lytro ILLUM is out  
now at around £1,000, and Lytro 
is also developing a commercial 
system, Immerge, that’s aimed  
at professional VR production.  
It’s not alone in the market, though: 
Adobe, Pelican and Mitsubishi all 
have fingers in the light-field pie.



INVESTIGATED: 
IS STREAMING
MUSIC SAFE?
SHOULD YOU PUT ALL 
YOUR EGGS IN THE 
STREAMING BASKET?

Why wouldn’t it be safe?
 Streaming services aren’t 

invincible. Rdio, for example, has 
recently shut its doors, leaving 
hundreds of thousands of users 
without their favourite playlists 
and without its unique features. 
Others are struggling – Tidal hasn’t 
had the uptake in subscriptions 
that its high-bandwidth, high- 
end nature probably requires.

Spotify won’t close, right?
 All indications say no, but 

don’t be surprised to see more of 
your favourite artists and labels 
sprinting away from the service 
thanks to its relatively low 0.006p- 
per-play royalties. The company 
is also in a spot of legal bother 
for uploading tracks for which it 
doesn’t know the copyright holder. 

So is streaming doomed?
 Absolutely not. There are  

plenty of streaming services, 
they’re (mostly) financially stable, 
and the major labels and artists are 
(mostly) getting on board with the 
new wave of music consumption. 
We expect quality to follow and HD 
streaming to become the norm as 
soon as it becomes the standard 
for digital releasing. But there  
are no guarantees that your 
preferred service will stay static. 
You don’t own the music, and it  
can be taken away without notice. 

So what’s the alternative?
 Well, it’s not cheap if you’re  

a big consumer of different  
music, but you’re going to have to  
– shock horror – purchase music 
outright. Retailers like Amazon 
will offer you MP3s, backed up on 
the company’s servers, of any CDs 
you buy, and services like Google 
Music are a great way to get your 
personally owned tunes online  
for streaming at your leisure.
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Home audio Headphones
T H E S U PE R S I X T H E S U PE R S I X

BOSE QUIETCOMFORT 25
www.bose.co.uk 
PRICE £269.95 TESTED T3 250 
Fantastic build quality, brilliant noise 
isolation and superbly balanced audio.  
They even come with a cleverly designed 
case so you can carry them with you.
T3 SAYS A cracking performance from  
the perfect noise-cancelling headphones. 

OPPO PM-1
www.oppodigital.co.uk 
PRICE £999 TESTED T3 239 
Planar magnetic drivers give a rich sound, 
especially when paired to a headphone 
amp, while low impedance enables these 
cans to be driven by mobile devices. 
T3 SAYS The build, immense sound quality 
and comfort justify the price tag.

SHURE SRH1540
www.shure.co.uk  
PRICE £399 TESTED T3 239 
With a flat audio signature, sound quality  
is clean and lush, doing justice to any 
source. The bass isn’t lacking, it’s just crisp 
and subtle. These cans are also very comfy. 
T3 SAYS These stylish headphones will 
please even the pickiest audiophile.

SENNHEISER MOMENTUM 
WIRELESS 2.0
en-uk.sennheiser.com  
PRICE £290 TESTED T3.com
NFC, active noise cancellation, a premium 
finish and new, foldable hinges add to the 
fantastic package, but sound is the winner.  
T3 SAYS The best mid-price headphones 
from Sennheiser are now even better.

BEYERDYNAMIC  
IDX 160 IE
europe.beyerdynamic.com 
PRICE £78 TESTED N/A
These in-ear buds are comfortable, and 
offer solid sound performance and a slick, 
practical design, all at an affordable price.  
T3 SAYS With fine qualities aplenty,  
these are a smart buy for music lovers.

JABRA SPORT  
PULSE WIRELESS
www.jabra.co.uk 
PRICE £199.99 TESTED T3 245
Ideal for sports, these offer immersive 
sound, effective isolation and even an 
in-ear coach for stats and motivation.  
T3 SAYS In-ear phones for athletes wanting 
better sounds and a thorough workout.

HEOS BY DENON
www.denon.co.uk 
PRICE From £199 TESTED T3 245
With its unique design, great audio 
performance and affordable price tag,  
HEOS by Denon is the system of choice  
for multi-room audio in the home.
T3 SAYS Upgrade your home audio 
experience with great sound in any room.

ACOUSTIC RESEARCH M2
www.acoustic-research.com 
PRICE £900 TESTED T3 246 
A portable high-res player that boasts 
incredible sound, support for all file  
formats, and stylish looks. The Android-
powered five-inch screen is a bonus.
T3 SAYS Want to get the best from your 
music on the move? This is the way to do it. 

YAMAHA YSP-5600
uk.yamaha.com 
PRICE £1,600 TESTED T3 251 
The world’s first Atmos-enabled soundbar, 
giving you cinema-authentic sound  
in your front room. It’s also MusicCast-, 
AirPlay- and Bluetooth-compatible. 
T3 SAYS This soundbar offers ultimate 
surround without all the wires and boxes.

NOCS NS2 AIR 
MONITORS V2
www.nocs.se  
PRICE £299  TESTED T3 236
These offer rock-solid AirPlay streaming 
and a Spotify connection, plus they can  
go pretty loud without distorting.
T3 SAYS The perfect blend of wireless 
convenience and great design.

ARCAM SOLO PLUS
www.arcam.co.uk 
PRICE £650 TESTED T3 251
Arcam’s colossal soundbar has been 
updated with improved audio in movies. It’s 
still beautifully built and has a plethora of 
connections, including Bluetooth for audio.
T3 SAYS Back once again, the Arcam bar 
still boasts incredible sound performance.

B&O BEOPLAY A6
www.beoplay.com 
PRICE £799 TESTED T3 251
Forget your classic audio slab – the Jakob 
Wagner-designed A6 is a class apart from 
the norm, with crisp and full-bodied sound, 
aided by its support for high-res audio.
T3 SAYS Class-leading design and stunning 
multi-room audio to match.
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 Elite 
SMARTWATCHES / FITNESS TRACKERS

Timex IRONMAN  
Target Trainer

 The external heart-rate sensor 
might not be very pretty, but you 
won’t be wearing it day in, day  
out – and besides, the IRONMAN’s 
tap-screen technology means it   
won’t be a distraction as you run.
£139.99, timex.co.uk

Mio Alpha 2
 Working out is one thing, but 

it’s important not to go mad. The 
Mio Alpha 2 includes a configurable 
LED bezel that’ll tell you at a glance 
if you’re within your predefined 
heart-rate sweet spot. It’ll save 
your activity to your phone, too.
£149.95, mioglobal.com

Polar A360
 No doubt about it, this is a 

proper fitness tracker – Polar’s 
Smart Coaching system is a definite 
indicator. But even if you only want 
to keep tabs on your heartbeat, its 
wrist-based sensor and luxurious 
colour display are hard to beat.
£125.95, soloshot.com

T3 SELECTS:
HEART-RATE 
MONITORS
FORGET STEP-COUNTING: 
GET THAT BLOOD PUMPING 
FOR REAL RESULTS
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BASIS PEAK
www.mybasis.com 
PRICE £170 TESTED T3 243 
A smart sports watch with some top tech. 
The app’s sleep data is the best around, 
though the Peak’s USP is undoubtedly its 
cool ‘habits’ reward scheme. 
T3 SAYS It straddles the line between 
watch and fitness tracker beautifully.

GARMIN VIVOACTIVE
www.garmin.com/en-gb   
PRICE £200 TESTED T3 243 
The Vivoactive has accurate GPS tracking 
for recording pace, distance and even 
length stride, though you’ll need to buy  
a chest strap for heart-rate monitoring.
T3 SAYS About as good as it gets, 
as far as training tech is concerned.

GARMIN FENIX 3
www.garmin.com/en-gb  
PRICE £380 TESTED T3 252
Activity tracker, smartwatch, GPS watch: 
the Fenix 3 does it all, with rugged and 
classy looks. The clear, colour screen is 
also sublime and battery life is spectacular. 
T3 SAYS This is a lot of money, but you’re 
getting the best GPS sports watch there is.

WITHINGS  
ACTIVITÉ POP
www.withings.com/uk  
PRICE £120 TESTED T3 243 
Perfect for the daily grind, with a subtle dial 
and vibrations for activity tracking. Battery 
life is huge and there’s a choice of colours.
T3 SAYS The ideal companion for the  
style-conscious fitness fanatic.

FITBIT CHARGE HR
www.fitbit.com/uk  
PRICE £120 TESTED T3 243 
Futuristic-looking yet discreet, the Charge 
HR gives you lots of fitness info and comes 
with continuous heart-rate recording. 
Handily, it also boasts a long battery life.
T3 SAYS In-depth fitness and sleep 
tracking, without shouting about it.

TIMEX IRONMAN  
RUN X20 GPS
www.timex.co.uk  
PRICE £80 TESTED N/A
With GPS tracking for speed, distance, 
calories burned and pace, this funky choice 
is great for keeping an eye on your fitness.
T3 SAYS It lacks the frills, but this is  
a cheap and effective sports watch.

PEBBLE TIME STEEL
www.getpebble.com  
PRICE £229.99 TESTED T3 249 
De-throning the Apple Watch, the  
Pebble Time brings with it ease of use,  
a devastatingly funky colour interface, 
Android support and great battery life.
T3 SAYS All the features of previous Pebble 
smartwatches, but even more impressive.

APPLE WATCH
www.apple.com/uk  
PRICE FROM £299 TESTED T3 242 
Apple’s wearable is packed with features 
and offers a wide range of customisation 
options to give you some individuality. The 
only real downside is the limited battery life.
T3 SAYS The wearable that properly 
kickstarted the smartwatch revolution.

PEBBLE STEEL
www.getpebble.com  
PRICE £199 TESTED T3 240 
The always-on, monochrome e-ink screen 
might not be for everyone, but it works 
brilliantly, and you get up to seven days’ 
battery. There are loads of apps, too.
T3 SAYS The Steel is low on extras but  
has bags of charm and great ease of use.

LG G WATCH R
www.lg.com   
PRICE £200 TESTED T3 240 
The G Watch R marries the style and feel  
of a normal watch with all the features  
of Android Wear. It has a sharp P-OLED 
screen, and you get two days of battery life.
T3 SAYS The G Watch R is the best  
Android Wear smartwatch available so far.

MOTO 360
www.motorola.co.uk  
PRICE £239 TESTED T3 249 
Updated for 2015, the second-generation 
Moto 360 looks even better than the original, 
with loads of customisation, including  
a variety of face sizes and styles.
T3 SAYS The next-gen 360 is stunning, but 
it still falls short in the smartwatch game.

SAMSUNG GEAR S
www.samsung.com 
PRICE £329 TESTED T3 240 
The Gear S is a giant of a smartwatch.  
It features a gorgeous Super AMOLED  
screen and loads of features. Note: it  
runs on Tizen OS instead of Android Wear.
T3 SAYS Samsung’s wearable is bold  
and impressive – but also expensive.
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INVESTIGATED:  
YOUR WI-FI
VS THE IoT
ALL THOSE THINGS 
CAN’T BE GOOD FOR 
YOUR BANDWIDTH...

What’s the big problem?
 The growth of the Internet of 

Things (IoT) is an inevitable future, 
but it’s not the most pleasant 
prospect for your router as-is. Your 
fridge, toaster, shower and the like 
hammering your Wi-Fi frequencies 
means traditional tech will struggle 
to keep up, and the stuff that 
needs bandwidth can’t properly be 
catered for. It’s happening: we’ve 
had problems with thermostats 
and baby monitors already.

Is this all my fault?
 Technically, a good ISP should 

make this issue go away, but 
routers are burdened with certain 
limitations that mean even the 
best traffic shaping won’t help. 
Limited spatial streams is the most 
crippling: your Wi-Fi router can 
only handle so many incoming and 
outgoing signals at once, and too 
many devices vying for attention 
means speeds suffer. This on top 
of the age-old issue of crowded 
channels – especially tricky in a 
built-up area – spells Wi-Fi doom.

What’s the solution?
 More spatial streams, and  

more available channels. The most 
recent Wi-Fi standard, 802.11ac, 
has made great strides in solving 
the overcrowding problem, 
offering up to eight multiple-in, 
multiple-out streams with a wider 
bandwidth for greater throughput. 
The next generation, 802.11ax,  
is due to be ratified in 2019,  
and should improve connections 
further with multi-antenna tech.

What can I do now?
 The solution to your router 

running out of active streams? Add 
more streams. More specifically, 
add a wireless access point, ideally 
running on a different SSID and 
channel. At least while you wait...

BMW i3
www.becomeelectric.co.uk 
PRICE From £25,250 TESTED T3 247 
As well as boasting incredible looks and  
a quirky interior, the i3 is fast and fun,  
while an optional range extender makes  
it a long(ish)-distance proposition.
T3 SAYS Your next small car could be  
all-electric, and it should be a BMW i3.

TESLA MODEL S
www.teslamotors.com  
PRICE £54,880 TESTED T3 240 
A quick, slick and desirable glimpse into  
the future of electric vehicles. The true test 
is Tesla’s promise to build a full network of 
superchargers across the UK and Europe.
T3 SAYS Attractive and speedy, the Model  
S is the best electric car you can buy.

RENAULT ZOE 
www.renault.co.uk/zoe 
PRICE From £18,445 TESTED T3 247 
With excellent range from its all-electric 
engine, quick charging and a seriously 
tempting price tag, the Zoe is one of the 
best small eco hatches on the market.
T3 SAYS A solid effort in small, affordable 
electric motoring from the French brand.

AUDI A3  
SPORTBACK E-TRON
www.audi.co.uk  
PRICE From £34,990 TESTED T3 243 
The e-tron promises the battery-electric 
emissions purity of an EV, combined with 
the long-range, insta-fuelling ease of  
use of a petrol or diesel car.
T3 SAYS Modern tech motoring at its best.

SMART FOR TWO
uk.smart.com 
PRICE £11,325 TESTED T3 238 
Tiny – but roomier than before – with  
a spunky, turbocharged motor. An app- 
plus-smartphone-cradle combo turns your 
handset into a super in-car multimedia rig.
T3 SAYS The little car is back, with oodles 
of in-car gadgetry and a roomier interior.

FORD FOCUS ST
www.ford.co.uk  
PRICE £22,195 TESTED T3 242 
The Focus ST goes from 0-62mph in 6.5 
seconds and hits a top speed of 154mph.
Features include an enhanced transitional 
stability system and blind-spot warning.  
T3 SAYS The ST packs in more tech than  
the Apple Watch, and is somewhat faster!

NEST LEARNING 
THERMOSTAT
www.nest.com  
PRICE £180 TESTED T3 242 
Stylish and easy to use, this smart thermo 
integrates with other connected-home 
gadgets, and learns your heating habits.
T3 SAYS Nest’s thermostat is a great  
first step to creating a smarter home.

BRAUN SERIES 9 
9095CC WET&DRY
www.braun.com  
PRICE £329.99 TESTED T3 248
Four separate cutting elements and  
40,000 cross-cutting actions per minute 
ensure every type of facial hair is dealt with.
T3 SAYS It looks the business and will 
guarantee that your face is the same.

ORAL-B PRO 6500 
BLACK SMART SERIES
www.oralb.co.uk  
PRICE £249.99 TESTED T3 249
As techy as teeth cleaning gets, the 6500 
pairs with your phone for cleaning feedback, 
and a 3D mode gets gnashers super-clean.
T3 SAYS The Rolls-Royce of electric 
toothbrushes, for ultra-shiny teeth.
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 06NETGEAR ARLO
www.maplin.co.uk  
PRICE £190 TESTED T3 250
Stylish and easy to fasten to any surface, 
this home security camera records footage 
in 720p, with built-in wireless enabling  
you to capture the action nearly anywhere.
T3 SAYS A wireless security wonder  
for indoor and outdoor use.

 06

To read more detailed reviews of these gadgets and lots more, visit www.t3.com

MAGIMIX LE BLENDER
www.magimix.uk.com 
PRICE £159 TESTED T3 252 
This is a glorious-looking blender,  
capable of blending even the hardiest  
of ingredients. It can rustle up soups, 
smoothies and more.
T3 SAYS Kitchen connoisseurs need look  
no further – this blender will do it all.

3D ROBOTICS SOLO
www.3drobotics.com 
PRICE £979.95 TESTED T3 250
If you’re planning to use a drone for  
more than just skimming your neighbours’ 
gardens, this is the drone for you. The  
Solo is fast, capable and future-proof.
T3 SAYS It’s expensive, but perfect if  
you’re serious about aerial photography.
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WHAT TO BUY THIS MONTH

their particular category, others are  
great-value alternatives to bigger 
ticket purchases, but all are brilliant 
products we’d be happy to use 
ourselves. So next time you get paid 
and there’s spare cash burning a 
hole in your trouser pocket, make 
sure you consult T3’s £100 Hotlist!

T H E SU PE R S I X

ou don’t always have to 
spend big money to get 
something you’ll love to 
bits. That’s why we’ve 

put together a list of our favourite 
products for £100 and under. Some 
of our chosen gadgets also happen 
to be the best things you can get in 

Y

£100

02

D-LINK POWERLINE AV2 
GIGABIT STARTER KIT 
DHP-601AV 
www.dlink.com  
PRICE £35
Plug in and pipe data through your electrical 
cabling at speeds of up to 1,000mbps. 
T3 SAYS A great way to extend your network 
and beat Wi-Fi speeds hands-down.

PHILIPS SHB8850NC
www.philips.co.uk 
PRICE £89.99
Over-ear headphones haven’t lost their 
allure, and this closed-back Bluetooth set 
can pair (via NFC) with two audio devices at 
once, and play back tunes for 16 full hours.
T3 SAYS 32mm neodymium drivers and 
noise-cancelling tech mean superb sound.

WISTIKI
www.wistiki.com   
PRICE £19
This Tile-like dongle attaches to your most 
loseable items and, if they get lost, will call 
them up and find them via GPS. It’ll also 
reverse-call your own phone if you mislay it.
T3 SAYS Make use of the 30m security 
perimeter: never forget your phone again.
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APPLE SMART  
BATTERY CASE
www.apple.com/uk 
PRICE £79
Forgive it the slightly (OK, extremely) ugly 
hump. Sacrifice the aesthetics of your 
iPhone 6s for an extra 8-10 hours of life.
T3 SAYS It’s hideous but the soft-touch 
finish also turns your slippy phone grippy.

TRANSCEND DRIVE  
PRO 200
uk.transcend-info.com 
PRICE £89.99
Transcend’s wide-angle HD dash cam 
includes a G-sensor to protect recordings 
from being overwritten if you have a prang.
T3 SAYS Crisp glass-lensed footage and  
a discount on your insurance? No-brainer.

CREATIVE WOOF3
www.creative.com 
PRICE £38
With its 45nm cone and an additional  
bass radiator, this cute little Bluetooth 
speaker kicks out a fair amount of low end 
in a perfect palm-sized package. 
T3 SAYS There’s even an integrated MP3/
FLAC player via Micro SD. No phone needed! 

Hotlist
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TREAT YOURSELF TO SOMETHING NEW WITH OUR 
ROUND-UP OF THE BEST KIT FOR £100 AND UNDER
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LOUD AND PROUD
Like the car that shares the same 
exhaust system, the 911 Soundbar 
is capable of some weighty audio. 
Its 200 watts of output is aided by 
the bass-enhancing chamber of the 
exhaust backbox perched on top 

      NO POWER LOSS
With Bluetooth built in, you 
can easily stream tunes from 
phone or tablet; and, thanks 
to aptX wireless decoding, 

your music won’t sound as if 
it’s been watered down

HEAVYWEIGHT DESIGN
The GT3 is a lightweight version of the original; 
the 911 Soundbar is anything but. Weighing a hefty 

19kg, it’ll require a beefy TV stand – why not 
rest it on an actual 911 in your front room?

 NEXT ISSUE ON SALE TUESDAY 15 MARCH 
T3’s Hot 100 gives you the lowdown on the tech you need in your life right now!

A PORSCHE 911 GT3 MAKES A SWEET SOUND. BUT YOU 
KNOW WHAT SOUNDS BETTER? AN EXHAUST PINCHED 

FROM THE BACK END OF A GT3 WITH SOME SPEAKERS 
STUFFED INSIDE. WE PRESENT THE 911 SOUNDBAR

PIPE 
DOWN

REMOTELY GOOD
A remote is included with the 
soundbar, as you’d expect, but T3 
thinks Porsche could’ve upcycled 
a GT3 gear knob or something…

SETTING THE BAR 
The 911 Soundbar will set you 
back a cool €2,900 (£2,200).  
Go to www.porsche-design.com  

to get your hands on one

THEY MAKE CARS, TOO…
 While the 911 Soundbar is one of 

the oddest car-company creations, 
Porsche isn’t the first to move away 
from its natural habit. Take Peugeot, 
for example, which has been making 
racing bicycles for years, and  
still produces rather splendid pepper 
grinders. Lamborghini has a line of 
bling-tastic smartphones (left) for 
rich T3 readers, and Mercedes-Benz has 
dabbled in what can only be described 
as ‘unique’ auto-inspired furniture.

WIDE BOY
While you probably won’t be  
able to fit your telly on 

it, this is a top-performing 
soundbar with 2.1 DTS virtual- 
surround audio giving you a 
wide soundstage in any movie 
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