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Yamaha RX-A3030 |

AV receiver | 1,61,000

EXCLUSIVE

It’s a home cinema 

powerhouse

Need to know

Yamaha’s Aventage range of high-end  

AV receivers has always impressed us with 

powerful, immersive performances, and the 

new RX-A3030 is no exception. Packed with 

all the latest tech and streaming features, this 

9.2-channel amplifier is a fantastic addition to 

your home cinema system, provided you 

have 1,61,000 to spare.

Incredibly exciting sound

Combining powerful dynamics with an 

incredible sense of scale, it’s a wonderfully 

exciting listen – warm and muscular, filled 

with rich tones and displaying excellent 

detail. But what immediately grabs the 

attention is the awesomely huge soundfield 

that gives true cinematic scale to any film.

Play Iron Man 3’s superb 7.1 DTS-HD 

Master Audio soundtrack, and the A3030 

shows its talents with some effortless 

effects steering between speakers. It’s 

capable of conveying movement, too, and 

you’ll fully hear (and feel) the effect of 

multiple Iron Man suits flying and zooming 

all around you. Every clang of metal zings 

with clarity thanks to an open top end that 

never veers into brightness, while 

explosions have plenty of punch and 

rumble. It’s a meaty, solid sound that  

puts fun and power at the forefront of  

its sonic signature.

It handles dynamics with great ease and 

subtlety too, being as accomplished with 

big and loud special effects as with quieter 

moments and dialogue.

In taking that eager-to-please approach, 

Yamaha does sacrifice outright tonal 

neutrality and a touch of precision. While 

not lacking in agility, low frequencies are 

quite chunky. Slightly tauter bass with 

more definite edges would have delivered a 

better-punctuated impact. That’s our only 

quibble, though.

Good for streaming

As with any home cinema amplifier from 

Consider if You want powerful and 

exciting surround sound in a huge and 

spacious soundfield.

Make sure You run the auto calibration 

set up – it’s crucial for getting the best 

sound out of your system according  

to your room’s acoustics.

Avoid if Sonic precision is the be-all  

and end-all of your requirements.

You’ll need A music streaming account if 

you want to use the (impending) music 

streaming feature to stream your 

playlists directly to the RX-A3030.

Highlight The huge scale and powerful 

dynamics on offer will make you feel like 

you’re in your own private cinema hall.

any manufacturer, the Yamaha RX-A3030 

isn’t quite as skilled when it comes to 

music. The muscle and power behind the 

amp (150W per 8 ohms) is the driving force 

behind an upbeat and dynamic sound, but 

it isn’t as cohesive and musical as a 

dedicated stereo amplifier.

You can stream to the Yamaha via a 

wired or wi-fi link. It’s DLNA 1.5 certified, 

and can handle most formats stored on a 

laptop, smart device or NAS box. There’s 

AirPlay for streaming from an Apple device 

or any computer running iTunes, while 

Android users can send HD content via a 

cable to the MHL (Mobile High-definition 

Link) port. The USB port also charges and 

plays from Apple devices, as well as playing 

high-res WAVs and FLACs up to 

24-bit/192kHz on USB devices. 
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Where’s the 
wireless?

Wireless networking comes 

courtesy of the optional 

YWA-10 and YBA-11 dongles, 

for wi-fi and Bluetooth 

connectivity.

The cleverness extends well 
beyond the electronic design 
and space-age appearance
See overleaf for more detail…

Behind the music
Pierre-Emmanuel Calmel
Co-founder and designer

“Our intention is to 
create the perfect 
balance between 
high-technology and 
exceptional design. 
We deliver this with 

the help of our ADH® (Analogue Digital 
Hybrid) technology, with its clear and 
measurable sonic benefits, and our 
future-proof system architecture: 
configurable firmware with free 
software upgrades. 

ADH® technology uses both 
analogue and digital amplification in 
parallel. The Class A amps provide the 
signal, and are responsible for the sonic 
clarity and purity, while the Class D amps 
deliver the power. Since we made the 
D-Premier amp, we’ve also improved 
the circuit board, and enhanced the 
power supply and signal processing.” 
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WELCOME

We all love our 50in flat screens. But they’re 
cumbersome to lug around during a weekend getaway. 
That’s why we take the wraps off our first-ever Tablet 
Supertest (p32). Sitting pretty in the sweet spot between a 

crunchy phone screen and a slothy full-size tablet, these 7in 

wonders offer high-definition resolution that can reside in your baggy-

sized pockets or handbags. Use them for movies, music, photos or gaming 

on the go and they’ll happily ensure your solitary vacation never has a dull 

moment. If you prefer to stay home and enjoy your Erasure collection, we 

have enough hi-fi to keep you busy this month. 

Starting with the biggest Yamaha AV amp (p6) yet to a bevy of mid-level 

integrated amps and moving on to the exotic from French manufacturer 

Devialet (p62), we have more than a fair share of speaker scaring wattage 

in this issue. Of course, this also happened to be the time of the year where 

the biggest hi-fi brands converge to put on their finest wares on display. 

CES 2014 proved that high-end hi-fi is alive and well, including some 

serious innovation from mainstream names. We bring you the highlights 

in our Stars of CES (p22) section and are confident that you will find 

something worth saving for. I know I am!

Nishant Padhiar, Editor

Why we’re No.1!

In the AV universe our deep rooted heritage and experience helps us 
share a wealth of information, helping you make a sound decision

Don’t blame us for breaking the best stories, it is a habit that ensures 
you get to learn about tommorow, today

Our bleeding edge test facilities are stocked with the top of the line 
reference systems to put incoming products through their paces 

Experience and heritage

We spot big trends first

Dedicated test facilities
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What’s in this issue…

06 First tests Yamaha have a new award winning 
flagship AV receiver. Also, Pro-Ject’s new budget 
no-frills turntable gets the basics right. Finally, we go 
gaming with the Sony PS4 and try the new B&W P7s, 
Dali Zensor 1 (5.1) and NAD D7050

32 Supertest: Tablets Four years ago we rarely 
used tablets; now they’re the biggest game in town. 
We’ve cast our eyes at eight miniature marvels from 
Amazon, Apple, Asus, LG, Samsung and Google  to 
see which offers the best value per inch

45 Stereo Amplifiers Your music deserves the best 
kit driving it. So we’ve brought together six amps 
from Audio Analogue, Heed, Naim, Rega, Roksan and 
Yamaha to see which you should have in your kit rack

55 AV Amplifiers Sound is as important as vision. 
We run the rule over four amps with similar spec 
sheets for the best surround sound experience

Supertest Tablets
“Don’t be fooled into thinking 
that the most expensive equates 
to being the best… or vice versa”

First tests
“Despite the elegant 
PS4’s versatility, it’s 
clear gaming is still
Sony’s top priority”

Our products  
of the month

NAD D7050
First Test p10

“Horizontal or vertical - either will
do equally well for the D7050”

Pioneer SC-LX57 Group Test p58
“You’ll be hard pressed to find
the Pioneer’s blend of abilities

elsewhere at this price” 

Google Nexus 7 Supertest p39
“It sounds surprisingly good 

via its stereo speakers”

32
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62 Temptations  The spectacular Devialet 110 
stereo amplifier graces our pages this month, while 
we also put an new one-box amp from Arcam 
through the paces

69 Off The Shelf The local test desk plays host to  
the Bose SoundTouch 20, as well as on-ears from  
JBL and in-ears from Audio Technica

74 Playlist We review Neill Blomkamp’s Elysium, 
give B.o.B’s Underground Luxury a listen and get 
stuck into the gaming carnage that is Dead Rising 3

106 Top Shelf We take a closer look at the new Halo 
wireless surround speakers from Violet3D. Hint: 
there is something in it for you gamers

April 2013 | Wh
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Slimline, stylish televisions available in huge screen sizes
Budget Range

Product
` Tested Verdict

  LG 42LK450 
49,990 03.11/ST ★★★★★ There’s the occasional flaw but this LCD is good value LCD 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● 

 LG 32LV3500 
43,990 07.11/FT ★★★★★ This LG represents superb value for money 

LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● 

 Panasonic TH-L24X5D 18,490 12.12/GT ★★★★★ Smooth and accomplished picture with so-so colours LCD 16:9 ● ● 24 1920x1080 ● ●   ●

 Panasonic TH-L32E5D 45,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Great value if you’re not fussy about 3D 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●

Samsung UA32EH5000 35,000 01.12/FT ★★★★★ Fine for the money, but needs more dark detail LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●

 Samsung UA32ES5600 44,000 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Exciting, but the same money could buy better LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● 

 Sony KDL-26EX550 27,900 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Capable enough for a kitchen or child’s bedroom LCD 16:9 ●   26 1366x768 ● ● ● ● 

 Sharp LC-32L410M 33,990 01.11/ST ★★★★★ There are better and they also include an HD tuner LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ●   ● 

 Sharp LC32L450M 35,990 06.10/GT ★★★★★ It’s good but not great - there are better TVs out there LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● 

Mid Range 
   LG 32LM6200 

51,000 11.12/GT ★★★★★ A good effort with tough competition 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●  

 LG 42LM6690 
98,000 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Good screen, good price, tough competition LCD 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   

 Panasonic TX-L42ET50 94,900 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Good effort, great images, beaten by direct rivals LCD 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   

 Panasonic TX-P50ST50D 1,15,900 12.11/FT ★★★★★ Impeccable performance at an eye-catching price Plasma 16:9 ● ● 50 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   

 Panasonic TX-P50X50D 65,900 01.13/GT ★★★★★ Hard to beat on performance per rupee 
Plasma 16:9 ●   50 1280x768 ● ● ● ●   

Samsung PS51E550 82,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A pedigree 50in plasma at a steal of a price Plasma 16:9 ● ● 51 1920x1080 ● ● ●     

 Samsung UA32ES6200 50,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Great, feature-packed TV with tough competition LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 

 Samsung UA40ES6800 94,900 07.12/FT ★★★★★ Good spec and looks, but the backlight isn’t great LCD 16:9 ● ● 40 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   3

 Sony KDL-32HX753 57,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 32in TV. Awards 2012 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 

 LG 42LV5500 
69,990 06.11/ST ★★★★★ A sombre-looking average performer 

LCD 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 

 Philips 32PFL5356 32,990 01.11/ST ★★★★★ Close to being a fabulous TV, but has motion issues LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 

 Philips 32PFL4356 30,990 02.11/FT ★★★★★ A good LCD television that needs to be a better deal LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 

  Sharp LC40L550M 62,990 03.10/ST ★★★★★ A capable LCD that shows Sharp is on its way up LCD 16:9 ● ● 40 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   3 

 Toshiba 42SL738 68,990 03.11/ST ★★★★★ Unable to reach class-leading performance LCD 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ●   ●   4 

Mid-Premium Range   LG 42LW6500 1,04,990 10.11/ST ★★★★★ A killer combination of price, looks and images LCD 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 

 LG 47LM6700 1,20,000 05.12/FT ★★★★★ Great spec, great looks, great performance 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 47 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 

 Panasonic TH-P42GT50D 1,18,900 10.12/GT ★★★★★ This sensational all-rounder remains a favourite Plasma 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 1 

 Panasonic TH-L47ET50D 1,18,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ This set gets plenty more right than it gets wrong LCD 16:9 ● ● 47 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 

nic TH-P50GT50D 1,38,900 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 50-52in TV, Awards 2012 
Plasma 16:9 ● ● 50 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 1 

g PS51E8000 1,00,000 06.12/FT ★★★★★ A big-screen plasma that should be tried out LCD 16:9 ● ● 51 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 3 1 

L-40HX850 93,900 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Product of the Year - TVs. Awards 2012 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 40 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 0

L-46HX750 1,03,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ A must-see TV: superb performer for the price LCD 16:9 ● ● 46 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 

L-46HX850 1,23,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ Best 46-47in TV, Awards 2012 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 46 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 

6700 1,24,000 05.12/FT ★★★★★ Great spec, great looks, great performance 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 47 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 

0PFL6755 90,000 10.10/ST ★★★★★ Minor flaws prevent this LCD from being truly great LCD 16:9 ● ● 40 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 2 

PFL5556 64,990 12.10/FT ★★★★★ A compromise between eco friendliness and ability LCD 16:9 ● ● 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 2 

PFL6756 84,990 12.10/ST ★★★★★ Fine display for HD and 3D sources 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 46 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 2 

Range  
46LE820M 1,62,000 07.10/ST ★★★★★ A fine debut for the Quattron range 

LCD 16:9 ● ● 47 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 2 1 0

WL700E 1,90,000 02.11/FT ★★★★★ Toshiba is back with this first rate 3D LCD 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 40 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 1 1 0 

W6500 
1,94,990 11.11/ST ★★★★★ A well priced set with good picture quality 

LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 0 

 Sony KDL-55HX850 2,09,900 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 55in TV, Awards 2012 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 0 

 Samsung UE46ES6800 1,51,000 08.12/ST ★★★★★ A fine performer – but with strong competition LCD 16:9 ● ● 46 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 3 1 1 0 

 LG 55LM7600 2,01,000 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Scores on value and features. A solid all-rounder LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 0 

 LG 55LW6500 1,94,900 11.11/ST ★★★★★ A well priced set with good picture quality 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 0 1

 Ad Notam CO320-6 M 2,24,250  Not yet rated Not yet rated 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 32 1920x1080 ● ●    1 0 0 0 1 

  Ad Notam CO370-6 M 2,72,550  Not yet rated Not yet rated 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 37 1920x1080 ● ●    1 0 0 0 1 

   Ad Notam DTV400 3,10,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 40 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●  2 1 0 1 1 

  Ad Notam CO460-6 M 3,71,910  Not yet rated Not yet rated 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 46 1920x1080 ● ●    1 0 0 0 1 

   Ad Notam DTV550 8,25,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   2 1 0 1 1 

 Ad Notam CO650-6 M 14,05,300  Not yet rated Not yet rated 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 65 1920x1080 ● ●    1 0 0 0 1 

  Samsung UA46ES8000 1,55,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ A benchmark set for 2012 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 46 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 3 0 0 0 1 

 Samsung UA55ES8000 2,67,000 04.12/FT ★★★★★ A towering bruiser of a set 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 0 0 0 1 

 Panasonic TH-P65VT20 3,79,000 04.11/ST ★★★★★ Big and classy, this is a cracking 3D set 
Plasma 16:9 ● ● 65 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 1 2 0 1 10

  Panasonic TH-P50V20D 1,99,000 11.10/Awards ★★★★★ Best 50in+ TV Awards 2010. Excellent flagship set Plasma 16:9 ● ● 50 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 1 2 0 1 7

   Philips 58PFL9955H 4,00,000 04.11/ST ★★★★★ There’s niggles  but this Philips has the wow factor LCD 16:9 ● ● 58 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 1 1 67

 LG 55LM960V 3,00,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Impressive, but let down by price and sound LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ●   4 1 1 0 1 77x

 Panasonic TX-P65ST50D 2,62,900 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 60in+ TV, Awards 2012 
LCD 16:9 ● ● 65 1920x1080 ● ● ●     3 1 0 0 1 89x

 Samsung UE55ES8000 2,68,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A towering bruiser, with an added control twist LCD 16:9 ● ● 55 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● ● 4 0 0 0 1 72x1

 Samsung PS64E8000 2,37,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ This is as smart as smart TV gets 
Plasma 16:9 ● ● 64 1920x1080 ● ● ●     3 1 1 0 1 88x14

The most trusted hi-fi guide!
1500 products rated p79
With new categories and key tech 
specs, we’ve made it easier for you 
to pick the best kit for your cash. 

The Buyer’s Guide…
comprehensive!

Plasma and LCD TVs  Slimline, stylish televisions available in huge screen siz
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Sharp LC32L450M 35,990 06.10/GT ★★★★★ It’s good b
Mid Range 

  LG 32LM6200
51,000 11.12/GT ★★★★★ A good eff

LG 42LM6690
98,000 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Good scree

 Panasonic TX-L42ET50 94,900 10.12/ST ★★★★★★ Good effort
 Panasonic TX-P50ST50D 1,15,900 12.11/FT ★★★★★★★★★★★★ Impeccable

 Panasonic TX-P50X50D 65,900 01.13/GT ★★★★★★★★★★★★ Hard to beat
Samsung PS51E550 82,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★★★★★★★ A pedigree 5
Samsung UA32ES6200 50,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★★★★★ Great, feature

Samsung UA40ES6800 94,900 07.12/FT ★★★★★★★ Good spec and
 Sony KDL-32HX753 57,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★★★★★ Best 32in TV.V A
LG 42LV5500LL

69,990 06.11/ST ★★★★★★★★★ A sombre-look
ps Philips 32PFL5356 32,990 01.11/ST ★★★★★★★ se to being aClose to being a

Philips 32PFL4356 30,990 02.11/FT ★★★★★★ A good LCD tele
  Sharp LC40L550M 62,990 03.10/ST ★★★★★★ A capable LCD th
Toshiba TT 42SL738 68,990 03.11/ST ★★★★★ Unable to reach c

Mid-Premium Range 
 LG 42LW6500

1,04,990 10.11/ST ★★★★★ A killer combinatio
 LG 47LM6700 1,20,000 05.12/FT ★★★★★ Great spec, great lo
Panasonic TH-P42GT50D 1,18,900 10.12/GT ★★★★★ This sensational all

Panasonic TH-L47ET50D 1,18,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ This set gets plenty

 P nic TH-P50GT50D 1,38,900 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 50-52in TV, VV Aw
Samsung PS51E8000 1,00,000 06.12/FT ★★★★★ A big-screen plasma

L-40HX850 93,900 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Product of the Year - YY
ony KDL-46HX750 1,03,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ A must-see TV: super

 S L-46HX850 1,23,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ Best 46-47in TV, VV Awar

 L 6700
1,24,000 05.12/FT ★★★★★ Great spec, great looks

0PFL6755 90,000 10.10/ST ★★★★★ Minor flaws prevent th

Philips 2PFL5556 64,990 12.10/FT ★★★★★ A compromise between

  Philips 46PFL6756 84,990 12.10/ST ★★★★★ Fine display for HD and 3
Range 

LC 46LE820M 1,62,000 07.10/ST ★★★★★★★ A fine debut for the Quatt

oshiba 40WL700E 1,90,000 02.11/FT ★★★★★★★★★ Toshiba is back with this f
TT

  L W6500
1,94,990 11.11/ST ★★★★★ A well priced set with good

 Sony KDL-55HX850 2,09,900 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 55in TV, VV Awards 2012 

Samsung UE46ES6800 1,51,000 08.12/ST ★★★★★ A fine performer – but with

LG 55LM7600
2,01,000 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Scores on value and feature

 LG 55LW6500
1,94,900 11.11/ST ★★★★★ A well priced set with good p

 Ad Notam CO320-6 M 2,24,250  Not yet rated N
 Ad Notam CO370-6 M
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Our ratings explained
We always test products as a 
team, in dedicated facilities, 
and always compare them 
with their peers. That’s why 
our ratings are the most 
authoritative in the industry.

★★★★★
★★★★
★★★
★★
★

One of the best 
A serious contender
Worth a look 
Disappointing 
Awful

If it’s one of our winners, 
you know it’s top quality

Insider Las Vegas CES p20
We scope out the products looking 
to steal the limelight at the  
world’s biggest technology show

Subscriptions p72
Big savings!
Choose the print edition, or 
subscribe to the Magzter version

Temptation 
“Even the power 
button exhibits
the design flair 
of this amp”

Group Test AV Amps
“There’s plenty of
bite in the treble,
but plenty of 
refinement too”

Group Test Stereo Amplifiers
“There’s a reason you wouldn’t 
drive your system with an 
also-ran amplifier”

55
45

62
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Yamaha RX-A3030 |
AV receiver | 1,61,000

EXCLUSIVE

It’s a home cinema 
powerhouse

Need to knowYamaha’s Aventage range of high-end  
AV receivers has always impressed us with 
powerful, immersive performances, and the 
new RX-A3030 is no exception. Packed with 
all the latest tech and streaming features, this 
9.2-channel amplifier is a fantastic addition to 
your home cinema system, provided you 
have 1,61,000 to spare.

Incredibly exciting sound
Combining powerful dynamics with an 
incredible sense of scale, it’s a wonderfully 
exciting listen – warm and muscular, filled 
with rich tones and displaying excellent 
detail. But what immediately grabs the 
attention is the awesomely huge soundfield 
that gives true cinematic scale to any film.

Play Iron Man 3’s superb 7.1 DTS-HD 
Master Audio soundtrack, and the A3030 
shows its talents with some effortless 
effects steering between speakers. It’s 
capable of conveying movement, too, and 
you’ll fully hear (and feel) the effect of 
multiple Iron Man suits flying and zooming 
all around you. Every clang of metal zings 
with clarity thanks to an open top end that 
never veers into brightness, while 
explosions have plenty of punch and 
rumble. It’s a meaty, solid sound that  
puts fun and power at the forefront of  
its sonic signature.

It handles dynamics with great ease and 
subtlety too, being as accomplished with 
big and loud special effects as with quieter 
moments and dialogue.

In taking that eager-to-please approach, 
Yamaha does sacrifice outright tonal 
neutrality and a touch of precision. While 
not lacking in agility, low frequencies are 
quite chunky. Slightly tauter bass with 
more definite edges would have delivered a 
better-punctuated impact. That’s our only 
quibble, though.

Good for streaming
As with any home cinema amplifier from 

Consider if You want powerful and 
exciting surround sound in a huge and 
spacious soundfield.
Make sure You run the auto calibration 
set up – it’s crucial for getting the best 
sound out of your system according  
to your room’s acoustics.
Avoid if Sonic precision is the be-all  
and end-all of your requirements.
You’ll need A music streaming account if 
you want to use the (impending) music 
streaming feature to stream your 
playlists directly to the RX-A3030.
Highlight The huge scale and powerful 
dynamics on offer will make you feel like 
you’re in your own private cinema hall.

any manufacturer, the Yamaha RX-A3030 
isn’t quite as skilled when it comes to 
music. The muscle and power behind the 
amp (150W per 8 ohms) is the driving force 
behind an upbeat and dynamic sound, but 
it isn’t as cohesive and musical as a 
dedicated stereo amplifier.

You can stream to the Yamaha via a 
wired or wi-fi link. It’s DLNA 1.5 certified, 
and can handle most formats stored on a 
laptop, smart device or NAS box. There’s 
AirPlay for streaming from an Apple device 
or any computer running iTunes, while 
Android users can send HD content via a 
cable to the MHL (Mobile High-definition 
Link) port. The USB port also charges and 
plays from Apple devices, as well as playing 
high-res WAVs and FLACs up to 
24-bit/192kHz on USB devices. 

Combining powerful dynamics with incredible scale, it’s 
a wonderfully exciting listen – warm and muscular, filled
with rich tones and displaying excellent detail. But what
immediately grabs the attention is the giant soundfield

Furthermore, sending playlists to the amp, 
is a firmware update away. 

Like its predecessor, the A3030 has a 
fifth foot underneath its sturdy chassis. 
Situated in the centre of the unit, this 
Anti-Resonance Technology Wedge is 
placed to damp vibrations throughout  
the structure. Meanwhile, the H-shaped 
crossmember frame and symmetrical 
power layout inside the receiver all help  
to reduce noise, chassis vibration and  
to isolate the channels – all of which  
adds up to delivering a purer, cleaner,  
and wider sound.

The automatic calibration (done via the 
supplied mic) takes just a few seconds and 
aims to ensure that the sound is optimised 
according to the size of your speakers and 
your room’s characteristics. The results  

Where’s the 
wireless?

Wireless networking comes 
courtesy of the optional 

YWA-10 and YBA-11 dongles, 
for wi-fi and Bluetooth 

connectivity.
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In detail

1 Cut the cable clutter
The two HDMI outputs feature  
ARC (Audio Return Channel) for 
relaying TV audio back to the amp.

2 4K Ultra HD is supported
The Yamaha can pass through  
and upscale to 4K Ultra HD across 
its generous eight HDMI inputs.

3 Legacy inputs
Do you have non-HDMI-enabled 
kit? There are five composite ins, 
four component and S-Video 
inputs, and ten analogue inputs.

4 Need more power?
Preamp outputs mean you can  
use a separate power amp just in 
case you want even more oomph.

5 Digital connections
Digital connections include four 
optical and three coaxial inputs, 
and the complement of analogue 
sockets should be ample.

6 There’s a radio in it, too
Fans of regular radio broadcasts 
will be glad of the Yamaha’s  
built-in AM and FM tuners.

Needs to beat
Pioneer SC-LX86

1,35,000 ★★★★★
Last year’s Award-winning Pioneer is now  
an even better proposition at its current price. 
An essential audition.

Top tip
To hear this amp at its best, 

let it run for about half an hour 
before you settle down with 

the popcorn  
for some serious 

film-watching.

Rating ★★★★★
FOR Huge scale; detailed and agile; excellent 
streaming features; solid build; good app

AGAINST Some might prefer a more  
tonally neutral presentation

VERDICT Truly cinematic scale, not to mention 
great features, make this a true class-leader 1 2

5
6

3

4

are fairly accurate, but it’s always best to 
double check the readings.

The Yamaha’s remote is, in many ways, 
just like its sound: big and hefty. It does a 
good job of helping you navigate the simple 
on-screen menus, though – and most 
importantly, the volume buttons are easy  
to locate in the dark.

Free control app
If your fingers are more comfortable with 
the slick interface of a smartphone or tablet, 
then the free Yamaha AV Controller app  
is a must-download. Compatible with iOS 
and Android, it’s particularly useful for 
switching inputs, with icons neatly laid out 
for each source. It’s also great for browsing 
radio stations, and the folders of music 
stored on your NAS device. Playing music 
stored on your smartphone’s music player 
is swift and painless too, especially over 
AirPlay with Apple devices. 

Yamaha has delivered yet another 
powerhouse performance with this 
comprehensively connected and feature-
packed AV receiver. The RX-A3030’s 
immensely enjoyable sound is justification 

enough for that 1,61,000 price tag, while a 
class-leading ability to deliver any film with 
subtlety, punch and agility demands your 
attention. Some might want a touch more 
neutrality, but we happily accept the 
trade-off for sheer entertainment. 

In fact, the RX-A3030 done enough to 
even bag an Award in our magazine. It’s the 
best premium amp you can buy. 





In detail
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TURNTABLE FIRST TESTS

Pro-Ject’s track record with budget 
turntables is unmatched. Over the years 
we’ve had various versions of Debuts, 
Genies and Essentials dominate this end of 
the record player market. This year it’s the 
turn of the Essential II to shine.

As the name implies this is a back-to-
basics product. There are no headline-
grabbing materials or technology here, just 
great build at a highly competitive price.

A step up on the original
The upgrade over the original Essential is 
substantial. There’s a new, quieter and 
smoother motor, a different arm (now no 
longer a unipivot design) and a better 
cartridge in the form of Ortofon’s OM5e. 

Want to play 45rpm singles? You’ll need 
to shift the drive belt manually to the larger 
step on the motor pulley. This is as basic as 
turntables get, but none the worse for that. 
The money has gone into the engineering. 

The main bearing is nicely made, while 
the arm feels like a good quality item with 
minimal play in its bearings. The Ortofon 
cartridge is a solid, well-proven performer. 

The Essential II is available in three 
finishes depending on your source. 

Rating ★★★★★
FOR Strong dynamics combine with crisp 
rhythmic ability to deliver a fun sound; well 
made; good cartridge; easy to set up and use

AGAINST Nothing at this price

VERDICT Pro-ject does it again. The Essential II 
is yet another excellent budget turntable

Needs to beat
Pro-ject Debut Carbon

28,800 ★★★★★
Last year’s Award winner is 
more insightful, but perhaps 
lacks the Essential II’s sense of 

Any turntable needs care over placement 
to ensure optimum performance, and that’s 
especially the case here. There’s little in the 
way of suspension, so a rigid support placed 
well away from the speakers is perfect to get 
the best results. Do this, and the Essential II 
delivers a terrifically musical sound.

Radiohead’s 15 Step shows the Pro-Ject  
to have a firm grasp of rhythms and strong 
sense of drive. There’s plenty of punch  
and a good level of insight into the 
production. The Essential hasn’t got the 
analysis to strip bare a recording like this, 
but neither does anything else at this level. 
What it does is deliver the music in an 

The Pro-Ject has a firm grasp of rhythms and a strong sense
of drive. There’s plenty of punch and a good level of insight. 
The Essential II delivers the music in an entertaining way: 
it keeps us wanting more – and that’s special

entertaining way. It keeps us wanting more, 
and that’s special.

Move on to Orff’s Carmina Burana and 
the Pro-Ject delivers a sound full of life and 
drama. There’s good detail and enough 
refinement from that Ortofon cartridge to 
stop things getting edgy. We’re pleased with 
the deck’s scale and composure – qualities 
that aren’t very common at this price. 

Pro-Ject has done it again. The Essential 
II is a frill-free entry-level product that gets 
all the basics spot-on. It’s easy to set-up and 
even easier to enjoy. It makes listening to 
records fun – and you really can’t ask much 
more than that.

There are no frills 
here: if you want to
change speeds, you’ll
have to move the
drive belt yourself

Pro-Ject Essential II | Turntable | 24,000

Pro-Ject presents an essential entry into vinyl

The Essential II’s tone arm is a 
well-made unit. Fortunately, it is also
easy to set up – not always a given

The manual speed change is par for the
course at this price. Just move the belt
from one pulley step to the other

The Essential II is pre-fitted with an
Ortofon OM5e cartridge. It’s a solid
performer with stable tracking



System builder total build 2,44,924

In detail

1 Digital only
NAD has supplied a wide range of 
digital inputs, but the analogue ones 
have gone. We think that’s a shame.

2 Care with cables
If you’re using heavy cables with the 
NAD in the upright position, take care 
that they don’t pull the unit over.

3 Breathe in the air
The D 7050 doesn’t run especially hot, 
but – upright or flat – make sure the 
vents have plenty of breathing space.

FIRST TESTS STEREO AMPLIFIER

The template for NAD’s new D 7050 stereo 
amplifier writes itself. Take its little brother, 
the Award-winning D 3020, add power and 
features, and then charge more money for 
it. What could be easier? 

This new amp looks for all the world like 
a more grown-up version of its sibling, with 
the same idiosyncratic shape. The casework 
is around 20 per cent bigger all-round, and 
looks equally well proportioned.

We think the size is spot-on too. While 
not as compact as the cheaper model, it 
remains small enough to fit into all those 
spaces where traditionally sized stereo 
amplifiers wouldn’t get a look-in. As our 
pictures show, it’s designed either to sit flat 
like a conventional amp or vertically, with 
that crisp display automatically aligning 
itself upright in each case. Neat.

Laying flat, the D 7050 will sit quite 
happily on a shelf in a traditional rack either 
powering a hi-fi system or a TV-based stereo 
set-up. Make sure you put on the supplied 
sticky feet, though: apart from stopping the 
amp from rocking (whether used upright or 
flat) they allow space for airflow that will 
help the amp run cooler.

Sit it upright and it looks right at home 
next to a computer, where it can be used  
to power a pair of speakers or drive 
headphones. NAD has put a lot of effort  
into the dedicated headphone amplifier 
circuitry, and it shows: the D 7050 is an 
impressive performer in this respect.

Committed to digital
Connectivity is almost brilliant. We’re more 
than happy with the range of digital 
connections. The D 7050 has USB (type B) 
to connect to a computer, and improves on 
its little brother by offering two coaxial 
inputs rather than just one. Alongside these 
you’ll find a pair of opticals and a type-A 
USB socket that accepts audio from your 
iPhone, as well as charging it. Android 
users, however, can only use this 
connection for charging purposes. 

There’s a choice of wireless connections. 
If you have an Apple product there’s 
AirPlay. Simply connect the D 7050 to your 
network (either wired or wirelessly), and off 
you go. It’s quick and relatively painless as 
far as getting things going is concerned.

The alternative option is aptX-capable 
Bluetooth. This is the input we’re more 
excited by because it opens up the amplifier 
for use with just about every phone, tablet 
and computer out there. You can’t get much 
more inclusive than that.

What about analogue? While the D 3020 
has two line-level inputs, the engineers 
have decided to get rid of them altogether 
for this amplifier. Does that make this 
amplifier more forward-looking? We’re not 
sure, but it does make the NAD less useful, 
and that’s a shame considering that 
accessibility was one of the main strengths 
of the smaller version.

LAPTOP
MacBook Pro From 81,900
Any laptop will work well with the  
D 7050, but the MacBook Pro is a proven thoroughbred. 
Fill it with good-quality music files and hook it up via the 
USB slot. Bluetooth is another connection option.

SMARTPHONE
HTC One ★★★★★ 43,499
This appealing premium Android phone is equipped 
with the superior apt X Bluetooth connection and is a 
talented music player as well as being great with video.  
It’s functionality plays to all the NAD’s strengths

STEREO SPEAKERS
Q Acoustics Concept 20 ★★★★★ 39,525
The subtle dynamics, detail and precision of our 
speaker Product of the Year 2013 suit the D 7050 
perfectly. Get the dedicated stands if you can, as they 
bring out the best in the 20s.

We’re not particularly impressed with 
the build quality either. The D 7050 is 
broadly built as well as its little brother, but 
what seems good at a little over forty grand 
doesn’t impress at double that price, 
particularly when the larger case shows flex 
in its panels. The same theme continues 
with the controls, which are either erratic in 
operation (such as the touch-sensitive 
power button on the top), or else just feel a 
little downmarket to the touch (try the 
volume and source-selector controls).

Clear but limited
The display is nice and clear, although it 
would have been useful to have some sort 
of indication as to the resolution of the 
digital signal being received.

Take a look inside and the D 7050 isn’t 
just the baby amplifier scaled up. While it 
too uses a switch-mode power supply and 
Class-D amplification, the design of the 
audio circuits is taken from NAD’s top-end 
models rather than the bought-in solution 
the junior amp uses.

It works well, with this amplifier 
delivering sound quality beyond that of its 
sibling. Regardless of input, it sounds 
stronger – power output is up from 30W  
to 50W per channel – and more composed. 
There’s also a sense of stability to the 
presentation than the smaller amplifier 
doesn’t quite have. There’s also a slight 

1

3

2

NAD D 7050 | Stereo amplifier | 80,000

NAD looks to the future

We can’t help but applaud NAD for its new range of 
amplifiers. It’s one of the few specialist brands to take a 
fresh look at what a stereo amplifier needs to be able to do
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STEREO AMPLIFIER FIRST TESTS

Rating ★★★★
FOR Excellent digital accessibility; forgiving, 
entertaining sonic presentation; brave design

AGAINST No analogue inputs; build lacks class 
at this price 

VERDICT It’s clever, but the D 7050 has some 
tough competition, not least its cheaper sibling

Also consider
NAD D 3020 

42,500 ★★★★★
We think the smaller D 3020 
hits the sweet spot on 
performance per rupee.

Play lower bitrate files and the D 7050 
shows a forgiving way with recordings. It 
doesn’t tear them apart and expose every 
flaw. That can only be a good thing.

But even this forgiving nature doesn’t 
work wonders with AirPlay. Its relatively 
thin and hard-edged sound makes it the 
least likeable option as far as input sources 
are concerned.

How does this NAD compare with other 
80,000 amplifiers? It’s not a totally fair 

comparison, as we can’t think of any other 
that matches the D 7050’s variety of digital 
inputs or its neat design. The closest we can 
get is something like Arcam’s FMJ A19 or 
Rega’s Brio-R with a suitable outboard DAC. 
Against such rivals the NAD is certainly the 
tidier choice. It’s easier to accommodate, 
and that outboard DAC, even if it’s as 
capable as Arcam’s irDAC, still doesn’t offer 
Bluetooth or AirPlay capability unless you 
add even more boxes. Things swing the 
other way when it comes to sound. 
Conventional alternatives will give you 
greater transparency, rhythmic precision 
and dynamic subtlety.

Adapting to the times
Still, we can’t help but applaud NAD for its 
new range of amplifiers. It’s one of the few 
specialist brands to take a fresh look at 
what a stereo amplifier needs to be able  
to do in a market dominated by phones, 
tablets and other digital sources. 

We’re less taken with the D 7050 than  
we were with its little brother. Yes, it’s 
better-sounding, but not as much as we’d 
hoped for given the doubling of price. We’re 
also disappointed by the lack of analogue 
inputs; that seems unnecessary considering 
how accommodating the amplifier is in 
other respects.

The D 7050 remains an amplifier to be 
admired. Like its smaller brother we think it 
represents an excellent template as to the 
features (and possibly even the form) of 
future hi-fi amplifiers. We hope the rest of 
the industry pays attention.increase in detail resolution. We can hear 

more layers in a CD rip of Carl Orff’s 
Carmina Burana played back through the 
USB input. There’s marginally greater 
subtlety too, and an ability to deliver low 
frequencies with more punch and power.

Stereo imaging isn’t particularly wide, 
but it’s nicely focussed and stable, even 
when things become demanding. The D 
7050’s extra muscle really makes itself felt 
with the large dynamic shifts of Orff’s epic 
piece – it simply has greater impact.

Move onto high-resolution material – the 
USB and optical inputs can cope with 
24-bit/96kHz music streams while the 
coaxial connection can play 24-bit/192kHz 
material – and the D 7050 responds well. It 
has the transparency to show how the 

high-resolution recording of Kate Bush’s 50 
Words For Snow (24-bit/96kHz) improves 
on the CD version; there’s greater insight 
and more expressive dynamics, which 
makes the album all the more enjoyable.

Switching to Bluetooth (using the HTC 
One’s aptX ability) shows surprisingly good 
results. Sure, there’s the expected drop-off 
in performance, but it’s not as big as we 
feared. While The xx’s Coexist isn’t 
conveyed with a full dose of clarity or 
rhythmic precision, it remains an enjoyable 
listen, and that’s the point.

Horizonal or vertical 
– either will do equally 
well for the Bluetooth-
equipped D 7050

USE IT WITH

HTC
One
This aptX-enabled 
HTC smartphone 
remains one of the 
best Android devices
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RELAY
Audiophile Bluetooth receiver 
CD quality sound from any 
smart phone & tablet

SOUND
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your tablets
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9867360809 Sounds Good:  9320447654 Zimbus Corporation:  9324661375,Sound Decisions Consultancy & Services:  9820059191, D.J.Ele.:  26481259, Hi-TechOptions:  9833113601 New Delhi:  M.N.Corporation:  
9899400800/29234472 Ahmedabad:  Theatres 4 U:  9825068780 Pune:  AVXellence:  9850982064,The Sound Factor:  26334088 Hyderabad:  Sound & Vision:  9849019080 Ludhiana:  Chawla Watch & Radio:  
9915080055 Jaipur:  J.B.’s:  2609323 , 9829065222 Nagpur:  AV Solutions:  9823023183 Chennai:  Grand Cinema:  9884415122, Decibels: 9940672834 Bangalore:  Absolute Phase:  9844094669, Pilakal 
Entertainment:  9880137593, DNI Home Theatre: 9845283741, Music Ranch:  9844035773 Kolkata:  Promises Instruments Pvt. Ltd.:  9830336898, 24542090 Kochi:  SUUS Electronics:  9895444445, 9447157363 
Goa:  Ripples Audio Video Solutions:  3245481, 9326141848, Baroda:  RJM Audio: 9925027445 Anand:  Sound Sense:  9925024757 Kanpur:  Sumnoor Soundlab:  9792507000 Amritsar:  Raghav:  9815787878

Email:  anil@audioexcellenceindia.com | Dealer enquiries solicited

INDULGE YOURSELF 

CUBE

Bluetooth Table top 
Tri-polar speaker with 
powerful bass

INCLINE

A new angle on 
audiophile desktop 
speakers. Self powered, 
Bipolar Speaker Design, 
Full Bandwidth



USE IT WITH

Macbook
Pro
With its asynchronous 
USB, the V90 DAC 
can bring added 
detail and clarity  
to music stored on 
your laptop.
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DAC FIRST TESTS

The Musical Fidelity V-90 DAC is part of a 
new range of devices aimed at providing an 
easy upgrade for a range of equipment at a 
reasonable price. With a choice of coaxial, 
asynchronous USB and optical inputs, it 
will work with most digital devices your 
household can throw at it. So far, so good.

Smooth but polite sound
It’s a well-built little box for the money  
too. Just short of half-width size, there’s  
a 32-bit DAC housed inside the simple 
brushed aluminium case. The simplicity  
of its looks is complemented by plug-and-
play functionality, with just two small 
switches on the front for controlling  
power and source.

Hooking the V-90 DAC up to our Naim 
streamer using the coaxial input and 
playing Kanye West’s Blood on the Leaves, 
we were immediately hit by two things. 
First, the midrange is beautifully smooth 
and fluid, with clarity and stacks of  
detail that we wouldn’t normally expect  
at this price.

However, the overall presentation feels 
somewhat sanitised – a polite PG-rated 
version of an 18 movie, if you like. Blood on 

Rating ★★★★
FOR Detailed; smooth, fluid midrange; 
well-featured; good build quality 

AGAINST Not as agile as some; bass could  
be tighter; lacks excitement

VERDICT A well-featured DAC that’s a pleasant 
listen, but not the last word in entertainment

Also consider
Cambridge Audio 
DacMagic 100

18,800 ★★★★
If you’re looking for a DAC to use with your  
PC and headphones, this is an exciting listen.

 Musical Fidelity V-90 DAC | DAC | 20,000(approx.)

 Great detail at a surprising price

part of the V90 DAC’s presentation, 
although a tighter low-end wouldn’t go 
amiss – it can have a tendency to sound  
a little soft around the edges when it  
needs to be punchy.

Give it something fairly beefy to work 
with, like John Williams’ Jurassic Park 
theme, and it does a good job at remaining 
composed when there’s lots going on, 
showing off a good sense of dynamics  
and space as the music builds. But it just 
falls short of the excitement we expect  
at the piece’s crescendo.

For our tastes, the V90 DAC is just a little 
too relaxed, but it is an enjoyable listen that 
never becomes tiring. If you’re fine with 
just a USB input we prefer the insightful 
and exciting HRT microStreamer. And if you 
want a full range of features, the Cambridge 
Audio DacMagic 100 is a great alternative.

the Leaves’s aggressive horn section  
should bite into your ears with power  
and impatience, but played through  
the V-90 DAC it sounds civilised and 
meandering, losing a fair amount of its 
intended drama, impetus and impact. 

Play something a little more laid-back in 
character, like Nick Cave’s We No Who U R 
and that midrange shines again, creating a 
thoroughly pleasant, listenable sound with 
plenty of subtlety. But even here, the bass 
could do with being a bit lighter on its feet 
to help it time better.

Change to the asynchronous USB input 
(which is capable of 24-bit/96kHz), and  
a listen to J Cole’s Power Trip proves this 
relaxed character to be consistent across 
inputs. Tonally, it’s an enjoyable listen, well 
balanced and never bright or overly bassy. 
You certainly won’t feel offended by any 

Play something laid-back in character, like 
Nick Cave’s We No Who U R and the midrange
shines, creating a thoroughly pleasant,
listenable sound with plenty of subtlety

Round the back

The V90 supports a variety of resolution 
limits. The asynchronous USB input (1) 
accepts 24-bit/96kHz files, but only the 
coaxial input (2) accepts 32-bit/192kHz. 

The optical inputs (3) can accept 32-bit/ 
96kHz. The 12v socket (4) keeps the 
wall-wart power supply’s high voltages 
away from the internal circuitry.

1 32 4



PS4 vs Xbox One

FIRST TESTS GAMES CONSOLE

You’ve done well if you’ve managed to 
miss the launch of the Sony PlayStation 4. 
First announced back in February 2013, all 
sorts of hype and hyperbole has followed 
since. Now the PS4 is finally a reality, and  
in time to do battle for next-gen console 
supremacy with Microsoft’s Xbox One. 

Much of the talk around these new 
consoles has concerned their role as 
all-singing, all-dancing entertainment hubs, 
ready to take centre stage in your living 
room and your AV system. However, in the 
months before launch, Sony took a step 
back from this, suggesting the PS4 is a 
games console first, and indeed second. 

Conversely, Microsoft has kept on the 
home-entertainment message, making 
much of the Xbox One’s TV integration and 
Blu-ray player. However, as our Xbox One 
review reveals, the console is far from the 

finished article in that respect. So, does the 
PS4 carry on where the PS3 left off? Or is it 
games over features to the detriment of 
wider home entertainment functionality? 

A new slant on design
The PlayStation 4 design looks more like 
the PS2 than the PS3 – “a PS2 on the wonk” 
is how we described it in our first 
impression – but it’s certainly more 
compact and generally easier on the eye 
than the black block that is the Xbox One. 
The angular edges, touchscreen front 
buttons and glowing blue power strip make 
for a suitably next-gen appearance.

It can stand flat or upright, though you’re 
advised to use the official stand if you want 

Sony PlayStation 4 | Games Console | 39,990

 Let battle recommence

3D Blu-ray, or streaming your own personal 
audio, as worthy of inclusion at launch. 

Essentially, Sony would rather you used 
the PS4’s apps for streaming music and 
video, mainly Sony Music (monthly 
subscription) and Video Unlimited 
(pay-as-you-go). There are other apps for 
music and video available from the 
PlayStation Store. The PS4 comes with 
500GB storage – you do have the option to 
upgrade this by replacing the internal hard 
disk – but this is mainly for saving games.

Beyond the games
It’s a sign of the times that even a console 
that puts gaming front and centre still 
offers all sorts of extra entertainment. The 
PlayStation Store sells apps, movies, TV 
shows and access to Music Unlimited, as 
well as games, while there’s an internet 
browser and Facebook integration, too.

Navigation is essentially through two 
rows of icons. A top line gives you access to 
the general settings and your profile; drop 
down a level and your games and apps 
appear in order of most recently opened. 
The interface itself is nice and nippy, but 

USE IT WITH

Panasonic 
TH-L42E6D 65,000
This TV delivers the best picture-per-rupee performance bar 
none, and is a fitting accomplice to Sony’s shiny new PlayStation

Sony has chosen its battle cleverly with the 
PS4. Gaming is where it wants to win the next-
gen console match-up and, on this evidence, it 
might just have the first victory in the bag

to place it vertically and 
this is an optional extra 
(despite being pictured on 
the box). Inside that box is 
one of the new DualShock 4 
wireless controllers, a mono 
headset (a cheap-looking 
earbud), an HDMI cable, USB 
cable and a power cable. Unlike 
the Xbox One, the power pack is 
inside the PS4, so there’s no need 
to worry about any external unit. 

Digital all the way
The PS4 connections come in the form of 
an HDMI and a digital optical output, two 
USB 3.0 inputs and an auxiliary connection 
for the new PlayStation Camera (see panel). 
There’s an ethernet connection, too, though 
the PS4 also has built-in wi-fi. There are no 

analogue connections, an omission that 
raised some eyebrows at launch. 

The PS4 will happily play games, Blu-ray 
discs and DVDs, but the drive won’t play 3D 
Blu-rays or CDs. Strange but true. The 
reaction to these missing features appeared 
to take Sony by surprise, and the firm has 
since announced that an update to allow 
this functionality may well roll out. 

There’s also no DLNA streaming – 
another feature present on the PS3 – nor 
support for streaming Bluetooth audio or 
generally playing your digital music. So 
while the original PlayStation, the PS2 and 
the PS3 all jumped aboard the disc of choice 
at the time (CD, DVD and Blu-ray 
respectively), it seems Sony doesn’t see the 

The Xbox One – more 
expensive overseas, albeit with 
the Kinect included in that price 
– arguably looks more 
interesting and innovative, in 
no small part down to the TV 
integration and PVR 
functionality, but at launch the 
Xbox’s key features are 
something of a let down. 

Sony has headed in the other 
direction with the PS4. Games 
are the focus and for a gaming 

machine, it’s the more 
impressive. That said, there’s 
still plenty of additional 
functionality – on-board 
streaming, catch-up TV, web 
browsing – but the ommisions 
of 3D Blu-ray, CD and DLNA 
streaming, are a shame.

It’s a real score draw. If you 
want next-gen gaming, we’d 
plump for the PS4, but if you’re 
after that home entertainment 
hub of dreams, think Xbox One.
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Kinect’s rival

The PlayStation Camera, which is used for voice control and 
facial recognition, is an optional accessory. It’s a lot smaller than 
the new Kinect (which Microsoft aims to make more integral to 
the Xbox experience – hence it’s bundled with the console), and 
in reality a lot less impressive. There are limited voice commands 
and no gesture control. 

An app, The Playroom, feels rather shoe-horned in to the PS4 
experience as an effort to show off what the Camera can do. It’s 
essentially simply some augmented reality, albeit 
very impressive at first. Once again, this 
would seem to be a ‘watch 
this space’ feature. 

In detail

Kinect’s rival

The PlayStation Camera, which is used for voice control a
facial recognition, is an optional accessory. It’s a lot smalle
the new Kinect (which Microsoft aims to make more integ
the Xbox experience – hence it’s bundled with the console
in reality a lot less impressive. There are limited voice com
and no gesture control. 

sse t a y s p y so e aug e ted ea ty, a be t
ery impressive at first. Once again, this
ould seem to be a ‘watch

his space’ feature. 

GAMES CONSOLE FIRST TESTS

Rating ★★★★
FOR Simple set-up and interface; games look 
and sound great; good selection of apps

AGAINST No 3D Blu-ray, CD or DLNA support; 
not as accomplished as a dedicated disc player

VERDICT Next-gen gaming is a glorious reality 
but you’ll have to forgo some last-gen features

Also consider
Xbox One

TBA
What else? There are myriad reasons to choose 
one console over another but bear in mind the 
Xbox’s flair with non-game home entertainment

The DualShock 4 controller is more 
comfortable than its predecessor, and its 

triggers seem more accurate

The PS4 has waved goodbye to analogue 
connections, but you can output sound via 

HDMI and optical digital 

jumping between open apps takes 10 
seconds or so which, while understandable, 
feels like a delay compared with the 
smartphones and tablets we’ve become 
accustomed to.

While Microsoft makes a big play of the 
Kinect system, which comes bundled with 
the Xbox One, your first port of call for 
controlling the PS4 will be the standard 
controller, the new DualShock 4. And it’s a 
big improvement. It feels more 
comfortable, the grips are bigger and the 
triggers seem more accurate. There’s also a 
standard headphone jack so you can now 
connect any pair of headphones to hear 
PS4 audio. And sound quality is decent. 

Ticking the Blu-ray box
So, it won’t play 3D Blu-rays or CDs, but 
how does it perform with what it can play? 
More than adequately – but not a patch on  
a dedicated player. Compared with the 
Sony BDP-S370, it gives away sharpness, 
dynamic colour and overall detail. Motion 
isn’t handled quite as smoothly either, but 
there’s little sign of noise, colours are 
presented faithfully and the level of insight 
is adequate. Sonically it’s a little less 
substantial, too.

Music Unlimited works pretty nicely. 
There’s a thorough library and a neat and 
fast interface. The bitrate is now thankfully 

Despite the elegant 
PS4’s versatility, it’s 
clear gaming is still 
Sony’s top priority

up to 320kbps, to match the likes of Rdio 
and Spotify, and it sounds fine. 

Of course, it’s the games where it comes 
in to its own – and excels. There’s no 
backwards compatibility with PS3 games 
but you will be able to buy digital copies of 
your existing games. PS4 launch titles 
include Battlefield 4, Knack, Assassin’s 
Creed IV: Black Flag and Call of Duty: 
Ghosts. And they all look great – even 
though we still expect it to take time for 
developers to get the best out of the 
hardware. Killzone: Shadow Fall has some 
particularly neat use of the new controller, 
great surround sound effects and detailed, 
expansive landscapes to enjoy – all running 

in glorious 1080p/60fps. It’s also worth 
noting that you don’t have to be a paying 
subscriber to access video streaming apps.

Sony has chosen its battle cleverly with 
the PS4. Gaming is where it wants to win 
the next-gen console match-up and, on this 
evidence, we think it might just have the 
first victory in the bag. It’s undoubtedly the 
PS4’s strongest string, which may be no 
great surprise, but with all the talk of the 
wider home entertainment capabilities of 
such devices, it’s no longer a given.

Neat integration of catch-up TV and music 
and movie apps is good, but there’s no 
denying some of the holes in the wider spec 
sheet when it comes to home entertainment.
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HEADPHONES FIRST TESTS

Bowers & Wilkins P7 | Headphones |  33,990

 Big cans, big performers

Rating ★★★★★
FOR Sensational detail and dynamics; solid 
build, comfortable fit; good noise isolation 

AGAINST Transparent enough to show up any 
poor, compressed recordings

VERDICT The pinnacle of B&W’s range, and 
perhaps the best headphones at this price

Also consider
PSB M4U2

26,500 
★★★★★
Exceptional noise-cancelling 
mated with exquisite sound.

Until now, B&W has offered either in-ear or 
on-ear headphones. But it’s gone up a size 
for its latest effort, the P7s, which 
completely envelop your ears.

They may be supersized, but the P7s 
aren’t embarrassingly big. And the new 
design has allowed B&W to design a driver 
with a suspension system more similar  
to that found in a conventional speaker.  
In theory, this is great news as B&W’s 
experience with conventional speakers  
can come into play. 

B&W claims this new piece in the 
headphone puzzle has greater precision 
and control. Having spent some time in the 
P7s’ company we find it hard to disagree.

Immensely capable headphones
In just the first few seconds of Public 
Enemy’s Harder Than You Think, you can 
sense these are hugely capable cans. The 
horn sample bursts into life sounding pure 
and powerful, as does Chuck D and Flava 
Flav’s vocal sparring. The sense of impact 
and scale as the track powers along to the 
end is something to behold.

Calvin Harris’s Sweet Nothing takes the 
tempo up a notch, and the P7s just lap it up, 
crashing through the dynamic ceiling of 
less accomplished cans. The tune’s bassline 
sounds big and bold, and the subtle shifts in 
weight are made audible only by the P7s’ 
attention to detail. This level of insight 
means the B&Ws are very revealing and not 
afraid to highlight weaknesses in tracks. 
There’s little to the sound that gives away 
the fact these are a closed back design.

Great comfort, great sound
The ear pads create a great seal and the 
level of comfort is excellent, with the pads 
putting just enough pressure on the sides of 
your head to keep them stable and in situ.

The headphones come with two choices 
of cable, one with an in-line mic and control 
for Apple devices, another without. The 

The style is familiar
from B&W’s other
headphones, the P3
and P5. The P7s, 
though, are bigger

3.5mm end fits into your portable device, 
while 2.5mm jack feeds into a similarly 
sized socket under the left earpad.

Given their size, it’s good to see B&W has 
still managed to get some degree of proper 
portability out of the P7s. They’re hinged, 
and fold inwards so you can store them 
away quite easily. And, to keep them free 
from scuffs and scrapes, you’re provided 

In detail

They’re fairly large headphones, but
they’re reasonably portable too, as 
they fold and have a nice carrycase

The 2.5mm jack fits into the socket
hidden neatly under the left earpad –
which is attached by magnets

You have a choice of cable: one with
inline mic for Apple products, and one
without for other smart devices

with a rather fetching carry case complete 
with quilted pattern.

This is an ambitious pair of headphones 
for B&W – it’s gone big on design but even 
bigger on performance. And, happily for 
everyone concerned, the P7s deliver on that 
ambition with panache.

In the first few seconds, you can sense these are 
hugely capable cans. The sense of impact and 
scale is something to behold. Basslines sound 
big and bold, and there’s attention to detail





Dali Zensor 1 5.1 | Speaker package | 1,56,000

Tasty package is 1 to savour

SPEAKER PACKAGE FIRST TESTS

We’ve been big fans of Dali’s Zensor range 
ever since it came out. So much so that a 
surround package built around the terrific 
Zensor 5 floorstanders was good enough to 
pick up an Award last year. If anything, this 
Zenzor 1-based set-up is better. It’s easier to 
accommodate and even more consistently 
matched between the channels.

Quality in depth
The Zensor 1 standmounters – like the rest 
of this package – are really well made. But 
it’s the mechanical bits that make them 
stand out. Their 25mm soft-dome tweeter is 

capable of a clear, open and refined sound 
that’s packed with detail, while the 13cm 
mid/bass driver uses Dali’s trademark wood- 
fibre cone. These well-designed cones used 
to be reserved for the company’s more exotic 
products, but the technology has slowly 
trickled down to its more affordable ranges.  

Dali designs its products to have wide 
sound dispersion, and they tend to perform 

Rating ★★★★★
FOR Dynamic and expressive; fluid and punchy 
delivery; well-integrated subwoofer; fine build

AGAINST Centre speaker isn’t particularly 
compact and needs a large TV rack

VERDICT Arguably the finest-sounding 
surround package available for this money

Also consider
Q Acoustic 2000i 5.1

87,750 ★★★★★
Refined and detailed, 
though not quite as lively

best firing straight ahead rather than being 
angled-in towards the listening position. 
But, as always, it’s worth experimenting.

The Vokal centre speaker uses the same 
drivers as the Zensor 1, but doubles up on 
the mid/bass units. This is a chunky centre 
measuring 16 x 44 x 29cm, so make sure 
there’s enough space in the TV rack.

Dali’s new E-9F subwoofer completes  
the package. It’s a 31cm cube with a  
front firing 23cm aluminium drive unit, 

ported downwards to encourage a less 
fussy nature when it comes to positioning.

How does it sound? It has the same 
combination of fluidity and dynamics we so 
enjoyed in the stereo Zensor 1s, but backs it 
up with the authority that can only come 
with a beautifully integrated subwoofer.

Watch something relatively low-key such 
as The Perks Of Being A Wallflower and the 

This package has the same combination of fluidity and 
dynamics we so enjoyed in the stereo pair of Zensor 1s, 
but backs it up with the authority that can only come 
with a beautifully integrated subwoofer

centre speaker impresses with its delicacy 
with voices. We admire the consistency in 
character between the centre and Zensor 1s 
too; the soundfield stays cohesive even as 
sounds pan between channels.

Yet put on an old favourite like The 
Avengers and this package responds with 
drive and drama. There’s plenty of punch 
with explosions, and the ability to play at 
high volumes without stress too. That 
subwoofer is as fast as it is precise, making 
it a fine match with the rest of this set-up.

Quality in depth
Switch to Alt J’s An Awesome Wave CD and 
we remember why we like the Zensor 1s all 
over again. These are enthusiastic and 
engaging performers that make sure the 
listener has a good time. That’s about as 
much as we can ask for on music replay.

The larger Zensor 5 5.1 package has been 
a favourite of ours for a while now, but this  
1-based package delivers much of the same 
performance and is easier to accommodate in 
small to medium-sized rooms. It’s a winner.

System builder Total 2,81,480

Blu-ray player
Sony BDP-S490 
★★★★★ 13,990
What a bargain! Not only is this a 
superb 2D and 3D Blu-ray player, it is 
one of the best budget players.

Stereo amplifier
Yamaha RX-V375 
★★★★★ 30,990
Punch, detail and power combine in 
this great receiver – and it’s good 
with stereo music, too.

Television
Samsung PS51F5500 
★★★★★ 

80,500
Great picture quality 
and feature set.

0 
990 0

5.1
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News * Analysis * Opinion

INSIDERINSIDERINSIDERINSIDER

TVs get flexible as  
high-end hi-fi rules 
 T he International Consumer 

Electronics Show remains the biggest 
show on earth for consumer tech, and 

manufacturers large and small gathered once 
more in Las Vegas at the start of the year to 
show off their new products. 

The biggest manufacturers make the most 
noise, take up the most space, and grab the 
most headlines, and 2014 was no different. 
But there was still plenty of room for 
specialist hi-fi and AV products. 

Flexible friends
As ever, TVs dominated CES. The biggest 
surprise came in the form of flexible TVs. 
Screens that can bend at the touch of a 
button on your remote control took the 
curved-screen idea to the next level, with 
both LG and Samsung showing bendy tellies 
– though LG’s 77in model was the only OLED.

Samsung attempted to steal back some of 
the attention by showcasing a monster 105in 
curved screen with a 21:9 aspect ratio, 
harking back to the old Philips 21:9 TVs. Real 
world it ain’t, but there’s no denying it was 
an impressive show of TV technology.

Talking of Philips, the brand (now owned 
by TP Vision) was present at CES and 
showing, albeit behind closed doors, the 

company’s first Android TVs. The TVs, due 
later this year, use a whole new interface to 
showcase the best of the Philips’ Smart TV 
offerings with access to the Google Play 
store, and all the apps and games it brings.

4K TV was everywhere, with Panasonic, 
Samsung and Sony showcasing their new 
ranges for 2014, with Sony’s flagship X95 
Series and the Panasonic AX800 Series 
vying for attention with budget 4K TVs from 
the likes of Kogan and Polaroid. With Netflix 
and YouTube showcasing 4K video, the UHD 
bandwagon is gathering pace.

High-res hi-fi
There was much talk from the Consumer 
Electronics Association about the presence 
of high-res audio at CES this year but in truth 
news was thin on the ground. HDTracks is 
promising to launch in the UK by April, while 
Astell & Kern added a new (über-expensive) 
high-res audio portable, the AK240.

Elsewhere, there were plenty of products 
to get excited about with, predictably for 
CES, plenty of high-end kit. The Meridian 
25th Anniversary DSP speakers drew plenty 

of admiring glances, as did Naim’s monster 
Statement pre/power combo and the Tannoy 
Kingdom Royal Carbon Black speakers. 

Monitor Audio’s intriguing Airstream A100 
streaming amplifier showcased a new 
direction for the British brand, the Chord 
Hugo amplifier and DAC hit the digital 
zeitgeist, while Focal made its first 
soundbase with the Dimension.

As well as LG’s 77in flexible TV and the Meridian 
DSP speakers, Martin Logan made waves with its 
curved Crescendo wireless speaker, and 
McIntosh showed a neat digital micro system

4K goes mainstream but high-res audio is MIA

CES 2014
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TOP 5 New launches…
Denon DHT-T100, new Spendor D1 
speakers, Definitive Technology Incline

Stars of CES 2014 
Twenty of the best products 

from the specialist hi-fi and 
home cinema companies 

covered at CES 2014.

Mobile World Congress 2014

The highlights from MWC 2013

CES 2014
FACTS & FIGURES

Two million square 
feet of exhbit space

More than 3200 
exhibitors 

More than 150,000 
consumer 

electronics industry 
professionals

17,179 CES photos 
shared on Twitter, 

Facebook and 
Instagram

105 inches: the size 
of the 4K, 21:9 TV 

unveiled by 
Samsung

Samsung, Sony 
and Android were 

the three most 
discussed brands 

on social media
190,627 news 

articles written on 
CES 2014 

1: the number of 
times Michael Bay  

walked off the 
Samsung stage

CES 2014 was all about 4K TV, high-end hi-fi 
and $50,000 Monster music systems in 
Lamborghinis. But there’s one category that, for 
once, doesn’t get much attention: mobile 
devices. The reason? Mobile World Congress.

MWC takes place in Barcelona at the end of 
February and covers all things mobile – 
showcasing new smartphones, tablets and,  
now just as crucial, apps and software.

Last year’s event didn’t showcase quite the 
number of flagship devices we had hoped for. 
Instead, the “Big 5” chose to hold separate 
launch events for their flagship devices. 

However, rumours have been flooding in 
suggesting we may actually see some premium 

devices from the big manufacturers this year. 
Sony could showcase the new Xperia Z2, the 
third Xperia flagship in just 12 months. HTC, 
meanwhile, is expected to unveil the successor 
to the fantastic HTC One. Some analysts even 
think we could see the Samsung Galaxy S5, but 
that will see an exclusive launch event.

Could we see the first curved OLED tablets? 
More bendy smartphones? 4K screens? How 
about more support for hi-res audio? We will 
once again be on the show floor to bring you all 
the latest news, videos and hands-on reviews. 
Head over to our Facebook page for all the latest 
predictions, rumours and, once the show starts 
on 28th February, all the new devices.

“Curved OLED tablets? 
More bendy smartphones?
4K screens? We shall see”

Some of the new devices on show last year: the shape-shifting Asus Padfone Infinity, the HTC One and the Xperia Tablet Z

  Zebronics ZEB-T7400RUCF 
These new tower speakers pack in 
dual 8in drivers for low range, 4in 
drivers for mid range and 1.5in dome 
tweeters for higher frequencies.
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2Astell & Kern AK240 
 The high-end portable music player from 
the makers of iRiver has a new addition to 

its portfolio. With a new dual-core processor and 
the ability to connect and download from hi-res 
music sites directly from the player, there won’t 
be any lag in music playback whatsoever. Native 
DSD support, 3.3in AMOLED screen and dual 
Cirrus Logic 4398 D/A converters are some of 
the headlining specs. Available in 256GB storage 
with additional 64GB via a Micro SD card slot.   

5Naim Statement
When a British specialist hi-fi 
manufacturer names its flagship 

amplifier ‘Statement’, you have to take 
notice! A blend of the NAC-S1 preamp and 
the 746 watt/pc (in 8ohms!) NAP-S1 power 
amp, the Statement will retail for about 
US$2,00,000 starting from July this year. 
Its 4000VA power transformer is built 
from the finest grain orientated steel and 
gives it a back breaking weight of 101kg per 
monoblock and 62kg for the preamplifier!

1Samsung U9500 Curved UHD TV
With its 21:9 aspect ratio and a screen size that covers 
your entire field of view, the Samsung 105in curved 

UHD is the first compelling reason we have seen to bite into 
this new fad. Samsung claims commercial availability by the 
second half of 2014 with HDMI 2.0 and MHL 3.0 onboard. 
Pricing isn’t announced yet but it certainly won’t be cheap. 

4Asus S1 Mobile LED Projector
With a matching Blu-ray player, the Asus 
S1 is a concept that’s new and refreshing. 

Created to be truly portable, it packs in a battery 
that will last as long as a Bollywood melodrama 
and will project on to any surface from a short 
throw distance of only 3ft. The maximum image 
size it will achieve is 41in and the onboard 
speakers allow it to be used virtually anywhere 
without the need of addtional electronics. 

IIIINNNNSSSSIIIIDDDDEEEERRRRINSIDER

3Lenovo Horizon 2
The earlier Horizon was like a 27in tablet 
that you could lug around and play games 

and media on. This one, the Horizon 2 is even 
better and lighter than the earlier one and it 
retains all the good bits. Meaning you get 10 
touch points to poke at the screen and play 
games with your friends and family. The built in 
battery lets you take the device off from its 
stand to wherever you want and enjoy up to four 
hours of entertainment.



 Salora Multimedia Speakers 
Salora has recently launched three new 
multimedia speakers the SHA3212UF, 
SHA3213UF and SHA3214UF that boast  
a total output of 11W, 40W & 31W.  
Prices start from `2290.
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7LG WebOS TV
 In a weird twist of fate, the ill-fated WebOS developed 
by HP/Palm has been snapped up by LG and optimised 

rather well for Smart TV use! One of the biggest draws of the 
WebOS was it’s ability to switch between apps via open 
“cards” and that feature has been retained by LG to give Smart 
TV features a new lease of life. There’s also a virtual BeanBird 
that will be your friend through the on-screen process. 

10Monster 24K
Tweaked by the Head 
Monster Noel Lee himself, 

the 24K are as ostentatious as you can be. 
Inspired by the lifestyle of rapper Meel Mill, 
these headphones use all the knowledge 
Monster has in making bass-heavy 
headphones. Wrapped up in luxuriously 
contrast-stitched earcups, they also feature 
swivel earcups that aid in monitoring and 
the usual Monster features such as 
tangle-free cords, ProStudio Link cable and 
the iControl in-line remote control. 

6Martin Logan Crescendo 
Cashing in on the popular all-in-one form of hi-fi 
devices, the rather versatile Crescendo accepts 

signals in six different ways. Bluetooth, WiFi, Ethernet, USB, 
3.5mm analog and optical digital are supported anticipating 
every kind of user. The unique shape hides a pair of Folded 
Motion tweeters and a single 5x7 mid/bass driver. A 
subwoofer out is provided for additional grunt. At the core 
will be a 24-bit DSP-based preamplifier and a 100w amp. 

9 Sony Xperia Z1 Compact
Touted as the best smartphone Sony ever 
made, the Xperia Z1 became quiet a legend 

for its camera, Full-HD screen and bombproof 
quality. The compact brings all those goodies in a 
more manageable size of 4.3in but with a slight drop 
in resolution to 720p and a slight gain in girth. But 
the 20MP camera still remains and the snappy 
Snapdragon processor too, so get those videos and 
pictures going before Sony outs the Z1 mini!

8House of Marley
House of Marley demoed some truly 
refreshing audio products at CES this 

year. Of the lot, this one, the Liberate 
Bluetooth speak wowed us with its clean 
industrial design and overall look. It is built 
beautifully with the fabric covering and 
two-layer minimalistic grill design oozing  
class and elegance. 
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12Panasonic TC-60AS
 Going beyond the confines of a 
conventional Smart TV, Panny 

showcased its new line which has a host of 
features like My Home Cloud, My Stream, 
Voice Assistant, Remote Sharing, Touch Pad 
remote control and all the traditional Full-HD 
TV tricks like backlight scanning technology. 
With the track record that Panasonic has for 
TVs, we sure are excited to have this line on 
our test bench as soon as it launches. 

15Triad Cinema 
Reference Series
Known to make some of the 

best sounding in-wall speakers, Triad isn’t 
exactly a showboating brand, so the brand 
new Cinema Reference Series wrapped in 
gorgeous zebrawood finish came in as a 
pleasant surprise. It uses an air-motion 
tweeter along with twin 8in mids and a 15in 
bass driver, all in a substantial package. For 
the centre channel, Triad expects you to 
use the same speaker as the L/R channels 
though dedicated surrounds are available. 

11 Samsung U9B Bendable TV
On a war footing to capture television viewers 
everywhere and of every kind, Samsung made 

headlines with the world’s first bendable TV that goes 
from 85in of flat to 85in of curved screen with the press of 
a button on the remote control. It works for different 
set-ups where the requirements are unique and although 
still a concept, Samsung promised a late 2014 launch date.

14McIntosh MXA-70
Legendary sound quality and retro 
design go hand in hand when the 

badge on the front panel of your hi-fi bears the 
words ‘McIntosh’. Packaging those virtues in a 
smaller, all-in-one package is an entirely new 
approach by this American brand and includes a pair 
of specially designed 2-way speakers as well as a 
bespoke headphone amp that will take your private 
listening sessions into a new realm altogether. We 
can’t wait for this one to come our way. 

IIIINNNNSSSSIIIIDDDDEEEERRRRINSIDER

13Bang & Olufsen Essence
In typical B&O fashion, simplicity is the 
best form of design and the Essence 

exemplifies that philosophy. Made from expected high 
quality materials, the silver and white dial controller 
can be wall-mounted to control all sorts of streaming 
music from your WiFi devices. All you need are active 
B&O speakers and a hideaway box that the Essence 
comes with. 
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Puma Pro-Performance 
The Puma Pro-Performance in-ears retail for 
`3999 and promise great sound. They also feature 
a PUMA mic that syncs with most devices to pause 
a song, skip forward and back, adjust the volume, 
and answer calls. Perfect for gym rats.

17 Arcam MiniBlink
 Based on the acclaimed rBlink but 
engineered to lower the cost by half, 

the Arcam MiniBlink uses BurrBrown PCM5102 
24-bit DAC chip and Bluetooth aptX streaming 
technology to ensure that performance doesn’t 
drop by 50%. Shaped like a pebble, it houses a USB 
for power-only socket and a mini analogue output. 
Expect it to be in stores around April this year. 

20Golden Ear Triton One
Big and bold is what Golden Ear 
does best and this years CES 

saw its biggest speaker ever, the Triton One. 
Powered by a gutsy 1600-watt DSP-controlled 
Class D amp, it powers three 5x9in quadratic 
sub-bass drivers while twin 5.25in midrange 
drivers and the famed HFVR ribbon tweeter 
handle the higher frequencies. Two pairs of 
horizontally opposed 7x10in passive radiators 
round off the driver complement. 

16Arcam FMJ-A49
This will be the new flagship of Arcam’s range 
of integrated amplifiers with 200 watts/pc 

onboard through a Class-G circuitry. Arcam claims it plays so 
loud, they actually considered having a volume knob that 
goes up to 11! It uses an acoustically damped chassis, parallel 
transistor output stages and dual mono volume controls. 
The emphasis is clearly on a balanced signal path. 

19ClearView Clio
A new wave of hi-fi companies are 
set to share centrestage with the 

big guns this year. ClearView claims its 
transparent speaker is better because it is 
dipolar in nature, emitting sound in a 360 
space. Its curved acrylic glass membrane is 
excited by actuators located in the main unit 
and is equipped with the almost standard 
Bluetooth connectivity for streaming. 

18Monitor Audio 
AirStream A100
What could be more radical than 

a speaker specialist getting into the amplifier 
business you ask? Well, in this case the form 
and function of their first-ever amp! The A100 
features a 50-watt Class A/B amp using its 
polymer and die-cast aluminum chassis as 
heat sink. It will stream via AirPlay or DLNA 
and can be controlled via a dedicated app. A 
24/96 DAC, subwoofer pre-out and optical 
inputs are provided for. 
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While doing the rounds of the 
Venetian Hotel & Casino, where all 
the high-end  hi-fi brands usually 
showcase their latest and greatest 
wares, we came across a make-shift 
theatre room in one of the meeting 
rooms. Unsuspecting in nature until 
we noticed it was being touted as the 
Ultimate Home Theatre Demonstration 
and when you’re in the company of 
some of the world’s finest AV 
equipment, that’s a tall claim. We 
were ushered in swiftly, thanks to
the support of the local distributor 
Mr. Rajesh Sadrangani who heads 
Rivera International and is the official 
importer for Triad speakers in the 
country. The room, designed by one of 
the world’s leading acoustic expert and 
home-theatre architects, Mr. Anthony 
Grimani was subtle but highly 
functional. Partnered by brands like 
Kaleidescape (movie server), ADA 
(amplifiers), Digital Projection 
(projector), D-BOX (seating) and Screen 
Excellence (projection screen), there 
was a sense of occasion to the 
proceedings even before the demo 
started. Of course, headlining the room 

were the newly launched Triad Cinema 
Reference speakers mounted on a 
platform to align with the second row 
of seats on the riser. Imposing in 
stature, they look like they mean 
business and the demo confirms it. 
Superb intelligibility thanks to the 
air-motion tweeter and effortless 
delivery thanks to the twin midrange 
drivers and a massive 15in woofer. 
Triad President, Mr. Larry Pexton 
claims that even though they look the 
part, they stay true to Triad’s custom-
install roots and it’s tapered shape 
from the rear is testimony to this 
concept. We take his work for it and 
were thoroughly impressed by the 
120dB capability of these speakers. If 
you want a true home cinema, the 
Triad Cinema Reference is a good place 
to start and end your search. They will 
be made only on order basis and if you 
can afford them, we think you should 
sign up for them right now!

Triad showcases the ultimate 
home-theatre at CES 2014 

 Saavn launched radio 
Saavn.com that also has a 
dedicated app, has recently 
launched an online web radio 
service. It features nine of its 
own web stations on the site.

 F&D A530U 
The F&D A530U is a 2.1 system 

that retails for 4990. It also has 
a built-in digital FM player with 

storage for 100 FM stations and 
an advanced PLL technology.

Alpha Q gets reinforced by the brilliant 
Nexo sound system 
Alpha Q might be the only ‘audiophile’ club in the 
country. Resting in Chandigarh, the club boasts of 
installing the Nexo sound reinforcement system 
that is designed and installed by Sun Infonet Pvt. 
Ltd. Sun Infonet used PS15-R2 high-SPL compact 
cabinets at the heart of the system, teaming them 
with two Alpha S2 subs and two LS18 bass units. 
Now that is what we call a hi-fi club.

Sennheiser takes on Kolkata– opens a 
first exclusive store at Quest Mall
Sennheiser has opened only one store in the entire 
country and it is in Kolkata. The retail outlet in India will 
provide an experiential showcase of Sennheiser’s entire 
range of headphones. Sennheiser aims to offer an 
immersive and holistic audio experience for consumers, 
who can get the feel of world class products claim 
Sennheiser. The HD 800 is on display too. 

Toshiba launches eighteen new laptops 
Toshiba has launched eighteen new laptops for 
2014. The Toshiba P series tops the list. With a 
choice of HD & full HD displays, Harman/Kardon 
speakers, HDMI 4K output and the latest 1.8Ghz 4th 
Gen Intel Core i7-4500U Processor.

INSIDER
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 Trubeats Freespirit Rasta
The Trubeats Freespirit retails for 

1995 and features fine-tuned 
44mm bass enhanced audio 
drivers for a good quality thump. 
We like the colours too.

 Sony Vaio Flip 
The Flip has two hinges that give it the 
ability to fold into three modes. Prices 

start from 94,990 and you get to 
download unlimited songs from Sony Jive 

for 3 months and a pair of headphones.

Panasonic keeps it short
Panasonic launches a new range of ultra short-throw projectors

 The Skullcandy FC range brings together three of the world’s most 
emblematic football clubs: AC Milan (Italy),  Chelsea FC (England) and 
Olympique de Marseille (France). Skullcandy’s Uprock musical burn unit 
brags twin 40mm drivers, tangle-proof flat cables and a mixed-material 
composition sturdy enough to withstand jerks, drops and hustle without 
breaking. The Uprock FC retails for 2999.  The new Hesh 2 is priced at 

5699 and is sleek and simplified, while the conical over-ear housing 
drives an even more powerful sound claim Skullcandy. The last in the 
range is the Ink’d 2 that retails at 1699 and is the cheapest offering. So 
be a ‘true’ fan that yearns for the experience of football and get a pair of 
your favourite FC Skullcandys.

Skullcandy headphones 
for the football fanatic

Giftease.com lets you choose from a list of speakers and audio 
accessories that look pretty and are colourful. There are the usual 
brands too but the site also houses a host of other speakers and 
accessories. The below pictured Enzatec Juice Speaker Green for 
instance retails for 1700 and features a lithium battery that 
promises up to 4 hours of play time and a retractable cable. 
Giftease also has something in store for the couple audiophiles 
out there, and the upcoming valentines day would be the perfect 
occasion to gift a cute little bear with speakers embedded in its 
legs. It also gives a bear hug to your phone for you. So log on to 
Giftease.com for crazy audio gifts.

What’s a perfect gift? 
Speakers of course!

Panasonic has rolled out the PT-CW330 Series of 
ultra-short-throw projectors and the PT-TW330 series of 
normal short-throw projectors. The new series includes 
the PT-CW330, PT-CW240, PT-CX300as well as three 
interactive models that have dual pen capabilities, the 
PT-CW331R, PT-CW241R and PT-CX301R. Panasonic 
claims these projectors are well suited for a host of 
applications where space is limited and high image 
quality is critical, including classroom lectures, 
corporate presentations, digital signage and more. The 
PT-CW330 Series produces crisp, clear images thanks to 
the brightness of 3100 lumens and a contrast ratio of 
8000:1. The projectors include a built in 10 Watt 
speaker, up to 5,000 hour lamp replacement cycle and 
CrestronRoomView compatibility and are 3D capable. 
On the other hand the PT-TW330 series has 5 models 
out of which two are interactive. The price ranges from 

49,000 to 74,000 for the PT-TW330 and 75,000 to 
95,0000 for the PT-CW330. If you’re out for projectors, 

one of these are sure to satisfy all your projecting needs.

candy headphoh d h
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3Definitive Technology Incline 
33,000 

Definitive Tech has been busy in these last 
few months, launching a slew of new multimedia-
friendly devices. The incline speakers are a new 
active two-channel combo which plug straight 
into a PC using USB, but also have a 3.5mm input. 
Why the name, though? They’re angled to target 
the sound at your ears, and thus great for use on a 
desktop. We’ll have a review for you next month.

4SONY XAV-712B 
 33,990 
The XAV-712BT aims to provide drivers 

with access to music, navigation and smartphone 
apps while they’re on the road. The XAV-712BT 
features a Double-DIN multimedia centre and 
MirrorLink technology that allows a two way 
connection between the smartphone’s screen to 
the AV centre head unit. It also reads out incoming 
text messages, tweets and calendar reminders.

5TEAC LP-P1000 Music Centre 
67,100 

The LP-P1000 is a record player, CD 
player, AM/FM tuner and Bluetooth wireless 
receiver, all in a glorious retro casing. Two-way 
bass-reflex loudspeakers are supplied and it is 
available in black or cherry wood finishes.

2Spendor D1 speakers 
1,69,000+VAT 

The Spendor D1 standmount speakers  
are the latest addition to Spendor’s D-line.  
They comprise Spendor’s own 15cm mid/bass 
drive unit to handle low frequencies, and a  
newly designed LPZ tweeter for treble.  
Optional stands are available for extra. The  
D1s are available in Spendor Dark, Spendor  
White and Dark Ebony finishes. 

1Denon DHT-T100  
29,500  

With a great TV comes thin sound. To address 
these issues, Denon has launched the DHT-T100 
speaker base. The TV Speaker Base has dual 2X5in 
oval-shape drivers  and dual ½in dome tweeters 
driven by a powerful digital amplifier. And to ensure 
massive and precise bass, Denon included two bass 
tubes in the back of the unit, adding up to the full 
range of high quality sound. The DHT-T100 comes 
with Dolby Digital Decoding has Bluetooth aptX 
connectivity for CD-quality music playback.

JBL Spark  
The JBL Spark is the latest BT 

speaker that can be hung from 
your ceiling. It is yet to launch in 

India and will soon be available in a 
choice of different colors.

1

3

4

2

5

TOP 5 New launches

R
 Portronics Ecollar

For 2199 you can get this BT 
headset that lets you control your 
smartphone volume and also lets 
you play/skip tracks. You can 
connect it to your car too.
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SUPERTEST
TABLETS

GET THE
BALANCE
RIGHT

What’s on test

Not everyone wants a hulking great tablet – especially 
for the commute. Luckily the world’s top tech firms 

are vying for your cash with these miniature marvels 

 The small tablet market has become quite the fashionable place to be  
over the past year, with all manner of manufacturers jumping into the  
ring to offer their take on the sub-8in format. 

Some, like the Google Nexus 7 and Amazon’s Kindle Fire HDX 7 have pitched 
camp in the 7in corner, while Apple, Asus, LG and Samsung have settled 
themselves around the 8in mark, believing it’s that screen size which offers the 
best compromise between portability, ease of use and ability with video and apps.

Prices vary from as little as 20,000 right through to 31,000 in this test, from 
plastic cases to aluminium, but don’t be fooled into thinking that the most 
expensive equates to the best, or vice versa – there are more than a few surprises 
to be had in this test. Tease, us? Never. Read on to find out which one’s best…
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Android

iOS is created by Apple. You’ll find it only 
on Apple devices, including iPhones, iPads 
and iPod Touches. It’s recognisable by its 
grid-like homepage design and is known for 
its closed, if vast, ecosystem. This makes  
it secure, if not the best option for people 
wanting to truly personalise their device.

iOS

Android is built by Google, but found on a 
host of devices. It is known for its multiple 
homescreens that you can customise with 
apps and widgets. Its app store, Google 
Play, is open-source, allowing anyone to 
create an app and upload it. This is great  
for choice but can lead to quality issues.

Which operating system?





There’s a lot to love about the HDX 7.  
It’s got a stunning screen, slim and light 
design and instant access to a whole 
world of content. As long as the content 
you want is available through Amazon.

And therein lie both the Kindle Fire 
HDX’s biggest appeal, and its Achilles’ 
heel. It is built around everything 
Amazon has to offer, from video to 
books, music and apps, with a great 
recommendation system – but its 
Android implementation blocks access 
to the Google Play store.

Amazon ecosystem
Amazon’s app selection is improving, 
but there are some glaring omissions  
– such as Gmail, YouTube and Google 
Maps. These can be accessed via the 
browser, but that’s not really the point.

You’ll also feel a hit in the video 
department. LoveFilm offers streaming 
of some TV shows and older movies  
to subscribers (each tablet comes with  
a free month), but there are currently  
no film downloads, and the service 
doesn’t offer the current blockbusters 
available through Google Play.

If you aren’t too bothered by this, the 
Kindle Fire HDX 7 has the potential to  
be a real multimedia powerhouse. The 
simplified operating system takes a little 
bit of getting used to for anyone used  
to Android or iOS, but it’s easy to use.

Stunning picture
The screen isn’t a Retina-competitor,  
but we still think it’s great. Colours are 
rich and vivid and outlines are crisp and 
clean. It’s close, but we reckon it even 
pips the Google Nexus 7 for detail and 
contrast – and it’s a brighter screen than 
the new iPad Mini, too. Our only niggle  
is a halo that appears around the edge. 
It’s more noticeable in brighter scenes 
and particularly when reading books.

The Kindle Fire HDX 7 delivers a 
detailed, composed and rhythmically 
tight musical performance. Instruments 
have scale and texture, yet still give 
space to one another and to vocal parts.

Movies do well from this performance 
too, with soundtracks backing up strong, 
clear dialogue. Even the stereo speakers 
sound good and clear if you’re short of  
a pair of headphones.

Rating ★★★ ★ ★

FOR Stunning screen; detailed sound; fast; 
Mayday customer service; good battery; light

AGAINST Locked into the Amazon ecosystem; 
no access to Google Play

VERDICT The HDX 7 is excellent, but full-on 
Android fans could find it a little restrictive

Performance is snappy enough,  
with no stumbles or crashes during  
our testing period, and battery life  
is impressive at over 10 hours with 
general browsing and video playback.

Amazon’s Mayday feature is worth a 
mention. It’s a 24-hour video customer 
service feature – an Amazon rep will help 
solve your query. That’s a definite plus 
for tablet newcomers, but also a truly 
helpful feature we could see even tablet 
know-it-alls getting some use from.

With its fantastic screen, fast 
navigation and excellent performance, 
the Kindle Fire HDX 7 is a great  
tablet that impresses in so many ways 
but fails in one big one: choice.

The closed nature of the Amazon 
ecosystem makes us long for the airy 
openness of Google Play, with its wide 
selection of apps, games and movies. 
Give us this tablet with full access to  
that and it could even give the Google 
Nexus 7 a run for its money…

Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 7 21,000* 
★★★★ ★

It’s close, but we reckon it pips the Google
Nexus 7 for detail and contrast – and it’s a
brighter screen than the new iPad Mini, too

Performance is
snappy, and battery
life is impressive at
over 10 hours with
general browsing 
and video playback

TABLETS  SUPERTEST
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Every aspect of our flagship DSP8000 design is in the service of reproducing music. The unique construction of a separate head provides 
convincingly natural voice reproduction, while the discrete bass cabinet provides effortless deep bass. Its cabinet material, “Meridium,” was 
carefully chosen to have no influence on its reproduced sound.  Even its beautiful lacquer finish enhances its performance.  The DSP8000, 

like a fine musical instrument, is designed for a lifetime of enjoyment. “HANDMADE in the UK”.

GRACE UNDER PRESSURE 

 The DSP8000’s engineered curved cabinet provides a graceful and perfect home for the high performance electronics. Designed as a 
complete system, the DSP8000’s five independent amplifiers are tuned precisely for the bandwidth and drive units they are attached to. 

This allows the DSP8000’s to play at concert levels without stress while achieving an efficiency that lesser designs strive to attain. Finished 
as standard in high-gloss black or white, the DSP8000 is also available in any of the 270 Meridian Select colours.

DSP8000

SOUND OF MUSIC 
  

Flagship showrooms

New Delhi
No.1000, Opposite 

Metro Pillar No.188, 
M.G. Road New Delhi 110047.

+91 8447 000 847 +91 9891 847 702.

Hyderabad
MB Towers,No. 47 & 48,

Madhapur,Kavuri 
Hills,Hyderabad - 500081

+91 9908 022 333

Bangalore
No. 11, 80feet Road,

Koramangla,
Bangalore - 560034
+91 98 45019473

Chandigarh 
(Coming Soon)  
City Emporium,

143/A, IBP,
Chandigarh - 160002

www.soundofmusic.cc
Luxury@soundofmusic.cc Franchisee Enquiries Welcome



iPad Mini with Retina Display 
from 28,900  ★★★★★

The iPad Mini with Retina Display is  
the Mini we always wanted. The original 
always felt like the iPad’s under-specced 
smaller sibling. Now all that separates 
the two is size, and that makes for  
quite the pint-sized proposition.

Fantastic screen
The big change is in its name – the  
7.9in display has been bumped from 
1024 x 768 pixels to 2,048 x 1,536, the 
same resolution as the new iPad Air.

The result is stunning. The screen is 
bright and sharp, with text and icons 
well etched and not an identifiable pixel 
in sight. Colours are rich but natural, and 
the only thing that will cause pictures to 
look anything less than crystal-clear is 
their original resolution. Shadow detail 
is good too, so you don’t lose anything 
from an image when the Mini does have 
to reach down to inkier depths. Feed the 
Mini high-quality images and it will 
shine, reproducing them with absolute 
crispness, accuracy and stacks of detail.

And it’s hands-down the best video 
performance we’ve ever seen on a 
sub-8in tablet.

It sounds great, too: clean, refined and 
well organised, with the same crispness 
of its video performance pulled through 
to its dealings with music. 

The Mini does a great job with  
rhythm and dynamics, and isn’t scared 
to go quiet when the music demands. 
Instruments have their place in the 
music and vocals are direct and 
expressive – Apple has spent time on 
this sound, and it shows. Even the stereo 
speakers sound good, and trounce the  
tinny, restrained sound of most rivals.

A joy to use
This is all backed up by really speedy 
performance. Menu swipes are smooth, 
apps open quickly and web pages load 
swiftly. Even graphics-heavy games run 
without a hitch. We did have a small 
handful of unexpected crashes during 
testing, but that’s just a small flaw in an 
otherwise very fast, stable experience.

This Mini feels much like the original, 
with its slim body, curved edges and 
aluminium case making it as wonderful 
to hold as ever. It’s actually slightly 
bulkier, but you’d never notice.

The Mini’s camera offers more 
promising results than many tablets – 
though the size and shape aren’t exactly 
ideal for photography. Apple agrees, it 
would seem, since it has kept the same 
5-megapixel iSight camera from its 
predecessor, instead of bumping it up 
the 8MP snapper from the iPhone 5s.

Still, in good light, photos appear crisp 
and detailed, and it even performs 
admirably indoors. Colours are well 
judged and realistic on the whole (if on 
the cooler side of neutral), with whites 
remaining bright. Blacks could be deeper 
though, particularly on indoor shots. 

Of course, there’s a price to pay for all 
of this. At 28,900 for the 16GB wi-fi 
only version (the Mini now goes up to as 
much as a 58,900 for the new 128GB 
4G version), it’s quite a lot pricier than its 
main competition, the Nexus 7 at 

20,999. That could make people’s 
decision easier. But if you’ve the cash to 
splash, the new Mini is a stunner.

Rating ★★★ ★★
FOR Stunning screen; fast performance; 
premium design; fantastic app selection

AGAINST Expensive

VERDICT This is an absolutely superb  
tablet that shows its rivals how it’s done  
– but it comes at a price

TABLETS  SUPERTEST

Images are reproduced with total crispness,
accuracy and stacks of detail. It’s the best
picture we’ve seen on a sub-8in tablet

Apple’s App Store has
over 475,000 tablet-
optimised apps.
Android doesn’t even
come close to that
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Asus is behind the excellent Google 
Nexus 7, so we had high hopes for the 
MeMo Pad 8 – could we have all that 
brilliance with a larger screen? Sadly,  
in this case the answer is no.

The MeMo does look the part, though. 
It’s available in black, white and pink, 
with our white version coming in glossy 
plastic. It’s not the best finish we’ve  
ever seen, but it feels sturdy enough.

The MeMo Pad 8 is no slacker inside 
either, with a 1.6GHz quad-core 
processor, 1280 x 800 resolution and 
16GB of on-board storage – expandable 
by another 64GB via microSD. Its measly 
1GB of RAM is strange choice when the 
budget-friendly Nexus 7 is available.

Disappointing colours
We’re disappointed by the MeMo’s video 
performance. The 720p display is sharp 
enough for things like icons and text, but 
has some way to go before it’ll touch the 
Nexus 7 in terms of detail and clarity. 
We’d like it to be brighter too.

But it’s the MeMo Pad 8’s way with 
colour and motion that proves the 
biggest let-down. The whole colour 

palette feels off – whites are murky and 
we saw a slight green cast to the picture. 
Blacks will go deep, but detail becomes 
non-existent when they do. As for 
motion, even the slowest pans can be 
affected by a rather distracting jerkiness. 

It’s worth noting that we saw a slight 
improvement in white performance and 
contrast upon turning off the power-
saver feature. While this does a good job 
of conserving the battery, it does hold 
back the MeMo Pad’s performance.

Best through headphones
Musically, the MeMo has a similar tone 
to the Archos. It’s balanced and relatively 
rhythmic, but is rather unsubtle 
dynamically and lacks the level of detail 
and texture that better tablets offer. 

It works best in portrait mode for 
listening out loud – the internal speaker 
sits along the bottom edge – but with a 
considered grip, you can make sure 
you’re not covering it in landscape too. 
Music sounds tinny and a little harsh, 
but dialogue in movie clips fares better. 
Headphones offer far more clarity and 
balance than the internal speaker.

Rating ★★★ ★ ★

FOR Cheap 8in tablet; good Android 
implementation; well-built; reasonably fast

AGAINST Can be slow upon waking; iffy colour 
palette; jerky video performance

VERDICT If you want an affordable 8in tablet 
then this is worth a look – but it isn’t perfect

Tablet cameras aren’t usually up to 
much, and the Asus MeMo Pad 8 is no 
different. The main 5-megapixel unit 
delivers mixed results, with a tendency 
to over-expose whites when you use tap-
to-focus, or produce dulled, noisy shots 
when you don’t. Give it some bright 
natural light and results are better, but 
edges still appear on the soft side and 
there’s a lack of fine detail and depth.

For the most part, you won’t see the 
MeMo Pad 8 stutter in use. It mostly 
kept up with its Google-badged sibling 
as we nipped in and out of apps in an 
attempt to catch it out – but shifting 
between landscape and portrait modes 
could be quicker, and graphics-heavy 
games can push its limits too.

There’s no hiding our disappointment 
with the MeMo Pad 8. We expected 
better from a brand that’s proven itself in 
the tablet market. And with an expected 
price close to that of the Google Nexus 7, 
it makes for a hard recommendation.

Asus MeMo Pad 8 TBA 
★★★ ★ ★

The 720p display is sharp enough for things
like icons and text, but has some way to go
before it’ll touch the Nexus 7 for detail

If you have a lot of
apps and video, you
can expand the
MeMo to 64GB 
with a microSD card
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TABLETS SUPERTEST

The new Nexus 7 seriously impressed 
us when we reviewed it in our Awards 
issue. So much so that it took 2013’s 
sub-8in tablet Award and won Product  
of the Year over the iPad.

Of course, there has been one small 
thing to happen since then: the launch 
of the iPad Mini with Retina Display. The 
new Nexus brought the fight to the first 
iPad Mini, but how does it fare now?

In short, very well. Its screen, even 
compared with the new iPad Mini’s 
crazy-sharp 2048 x 1536 pixel display, 
still holds its own. While the award for 
sharpness would have to go to its Apple 
competitor, the Nexus 7 still remains one 
of the crispest screens we’ve seen. It is 
bright, punchy and packed with detail.

A great screen
Watching video on it is great. Motion 
never unsettles the Nexus, and strong 
contrast makes for strikingly bright 
whites against deep but detailed blacks. 
Its colour palette is on the cool side, so it 
isn’t as rich as the likes of the Samsung, 
but it is more subtle, making for a very 
natural, believable colour reproduction.

The powerful quad-core processor 
that keeps video running without a hitch 
works alongside Android 4.3 to make the 
whole Nexus 7 experience smooth and 
lag free. This version of Android also 
makes the Nexus 7 a great tablet for 
families, as it lets parents set up 
restricted profiles for children.

Strong with audio
Music performance is strong. The iPad 
Mini has better precision and rhythmic 
ability, but the Nexus still offers a solid, 
detailed and accurate sound. Dynamics 
are handled well and there’s an energy 
here that we found lacking in some 
lesser tablets. It’s easy and enjoyable to 
listen to over long periods too.

A rather rare occurrence, though, is 
that the Nexus 7 sounds surprisingly 
good through its stereo speakers.  
They produce a solid and relatively rich 
sound that manages to dodge sounding 
tinny and closed in (unlike many of its 
competitors).

The 5-megapixel back-mounted 
camera is a new addition to this Nexus 7, 
and joins the 1.2MP front-facer for video 

calling. We were surprised by the 
punchy, crisp photos it’s capable of in 
natural light, with vivid colours and 
clean, bright whites making our test 
shots look overall pretty impressive. 
Take it inside, though, and it doesn’t  
fare as well, with photos looking noisy 
and washed out. It’s inconsistent to  
say the least, but it does the job for  
quick Facebook snaps.

And with all this in mind, let’s not 
forget that the new Nexus 7 also has  
an attractive price. It isn’t the cheapest 
tablet in its category, but at 20,999 for  
the 16GB wi-fi only version (there’s  
also 32GB in wi-fi only and 4G/LTE), it’s  

8000 cheaper than the new iPad Mini 
with the same storage. And that’s  
quite a consideration.

The Nexus 7 is the best 7in tablet on 
the market, not to mention the best 
tablet of any size at this price. Even if 
you have more cash to spend, you might 
question whether you actually need to…

Rating ★★★ ★★
FOR Crisp, bright picture; great detail; 
impressive sound; fast; slim and light; price

AGAINST Camera could be better; no 
expandable storage option

VERDICT  The Nexus 7 still impresses with 
stunning performance at a great price

Google Nexus 7 from 20,999 
★★★★★

The Nexus 7 sounds surprisingly good via its
stereo speakers. They produce a solid and
rich sound that manages to dodge tinniness

The Google Play app
store might not match
Apple’s offering, but
all the essentials are
present and correct
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SUPERTEST TABLETS

LG made the sensible decision here and 
stayed clear of the well-populated 7in 
tablet market, instead opting to fight in 
the slightly less crowded 8in arena.

Vivid video performance
First impressions are good. It’s a mostly 
aluminium chassis, with a bright 8.3in 
1920 x 1200-pixel Full HD screen (a 
rarity at this screen size until recently). 
Compared with the Samsung, text is 
sharper and better defined, and images 
appear crisper – it’s hard to recommend 
anything less than this resolution when 
you see the differences.

Video benefits from all those extra 
pixels too. There’s plenty of detail to get 
stuck into, not to mention a handy 16:9 
aspect ratio for widescreen movies. 
Subtle detail is handled better on the 
new iPad Mini, but that’s to be expected 
with more pixels on tap.

Colours on the G Pad are rich and 
warm in their presentation, motion is 
smooth (even on content streamed via 
wi-fi), and whites are really powerful, 
with enough punch to stand out against  
an already bright, vivid background.

Blacks couldn’t get much deeper, but 
there is a loss of finer shadow detail 
compared with the Mini.

The G Pad offers a rather tired sound. 
It’s nicely judged and balanced, tonally, 
so there’s no harshness or booming bass, 
but it’s missing a sense of attack that 
leaves lively tunes feeling a little 
lacklustre. Movies don’t suffer as much: 
dialogue is clear and takes centre stage.

The interface is a bit sluggish
The G Pad’s Snapdragon 600 chip is 
powerful enough, but feels somewhat 
dated. Performance is largely stutter-
free, but transitions between apps and 
menus aren’t always as snappy as some 
rivals. The G Pad is far from slow, but it 
isn’t the fastest performer out there.

Like its rival Samsung, LG has gone  
for a rather garish implementation of 
Android 4.2.2 which we can’t say we  
care much for. The operating system 
comes with a suite of LG apps and 
features built-in, which we found to be 
of varying usefulness.

Our time with the G Pad’s 5MP camera 
wasn’t a fantastic experience, but then 

tablet cameras are rarely stellar. Colours 
are reproduced fairly accurately but the 
touch-to-focus feature often failed, so 
we were left with blurry snaps that 
lacked detail. Whites had a tendency to 
be overexposed in bright light, too.

There really is a lot to like about the G 
Pad, with its great screen and impressive 
design showing many of its 8in rivals 
how it’s done. However, some of its 
specs are a little long in the tooth, and 
that rubs off on its performance when it 
comes to head-to-head comparisons. 

This we could deal with if it is made 
available for a low price. It leaves it stuck 
between the excellent Nexus 7 and 
superb iPad Mini. When you can get 
better for less, it’s hard to understand 
how the G Pad fits into the market.

This is the only premium 8in Android 
alternative to the iPad Mini, though. And 
a tempting launch price could be all 
that’s needed to make this tablet a 
success. How about it, LG?

Rating ★★★ ★ ★

FOR Great, vivid HD screen; premium design; 
expandable storage; crisp, detailed video

AGAINST Could be faster; music lacks energy; 
garish user interface

VERDICT A premium 8in tablet that looks  
the part but struggles against rivals at its price

Colours are rich and warm, motion is smooth,
and whites are really powerful, with enough
punch to stand out against vivid backgrounds

As far as storage goes,
there’s 16GB for you
to fill, with a microSD
card slot for up to
64GB of expansion

LG G Pad TBA 
★★★★ ★
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The Galaxy Note 8.0 gives stylus 
connoisseurs a tablet that squares up 
directly to the iPad Mini. We can’t help 
but think it’s picked the wrong battle.

To be fair to the Note 8.0, it was 
launched towards the start of 2013, 
when the original Mini was still hot stuff. 
It pipped it for screen quality and it was 
quicker too, with a 1.6GHz quad-core 
processor. But things are different now 
– not good news for the Note.

S-Pen stylus boost
Most online shops are holding the 

30,900 price, with a few dipping just 
below, but not enough to make the Note 
a viable proposition in today’s market. 
Even cheaper tablets can claim a better 
screen and a similar quad-core processor. 

Like the iPad, the Note has a physical 
home button on the bottom bezel, with 
two touch-sensitive buttons either side 
to go back and bring up a sub menu.

Slotted into the bottom right-hand 
corner is the Note’s S-Pen stylus, which 
is bound to one of the big selling points 
of this tablet. When you remove the 
S-Pen, a menu is launched showing all 

S-Pen optimised apps. You can use the 
the stylus just like you’d use your finger, 
but it allows for more precise selection 
and gives you the option to take and 
save handwritten notes, for example.

It works well, with taps never missed 
and pen-stroke always captured – it can 
even sense the S Pen an inch or so above 
the screen, with features like Air View 
allowing you to hover over an email or 
text message to show you a preview of it.

Like the LG G Pad, the interface is 
bright and colourful, but feels overly 
clunky and cluttered compared to the 
Nexus 7’s vanilla Android experience.  
It’s responsive, though, and offers a 
relatively stutter-free experience.

Performance not up to the best
Rivals such as the Kindle Fire and the 
Nexus have Full HD screens – and next 
to these, the Samsung’s lower-resolution 
display is shown up. Text looks softer 
around the edges and video lacks the 
clarity on offer elsewhere. Overall there’s 
a lack of subtlety here that means finer 
detail is lost too, with edges over-etched 
– which makes them seem fuzzy.

Rating ★★★ ★ ★

FOR 8in screen; S-Pen stylus works well; 
smooth navigation

AGAINST Not a Full HD screen; so-so video 
performance; expensive; old version of Android

VERDICT The Note 8.0 was a great tablet 
once, but now it looks outclassed and outdated

Colours are reproduced well, although 
the brightness of the whites feels like a 
result of the downright brightness of the 
screen. Whack this up to full and you 
certainly won’t have a problem using 
this tablet in sunlight – though you will 
see it take a toll on the battery life.

The music performance from the Note 
is simply OK – it lacks the organisation 
and cohesion of some of the better 
tablets, and could do with more punch 
and precision if it wants to come close to 
the iPad Mini. But tonally it’s balanced, 
precise with rhythms and proves an 
inoffensive listen for music and movies. 

The Galaxy Note 8.0 showed promise 
when it was released, but its weaknesses 
are easily shown up by new rivals – even 
more so when its price point is among 
the highest of tablets this size.

It serves as a stark reminder of just 
how fast technology is moving when  
a tablet less than a year old looks as 
outdated as the Note 8.0.

TABLETS SUPERTEST

Samsung Galaxy Note 8.0 30,900 
★★★ ★ ★

Audio is balanced, rhythmically precise and
inoffensive, but it lacks the organisation and 
solid cohesion of some of its better rivals

We found the battery
lasted seven hours
with fairly heavy 
use at mid-to-high
brightness. Expect
less at full chat



VERDICTTEST

Despite the arrival of some new, big-hitting 
rivals, the Nexus 7 walks the line between 
performance and value better than any of them

Google Nexus 7
from 20,999 ★★★★★

THE WINNER

Headphones
AKG K451

4999  ★★★★★ 
Affordable, comfortable and an exceptional 
performance from our Product of the Year.

Music Streaming Service
Grooveshark

$5/month  ★★★★★ 
Unlimited ad-free streaming streaming and 

great quality  – it’s a tablet must-have.

Video Streaming Service
nexGTv HD

free  ★★★★★ 
The nexGTv’s HD programming is second to 

none with a wide selection of channels.

It’s official. The Product of the  
Year has held off competition  
from some very well regarded 

newcomers. It was close though, the 
new iPad Mini with Retina Display also 
grabbing five stars. For performance 
alone, it just takes the Nexus, but that 

8000 price difference is a mighty  
big consideration.

There was a disappointing showing 
from the Asus MeMo Pad 8 – doubly 
frustrating given that the company 
makes excellent tablets. 

At 30,900, the Samsung Galaxy 
Note 8.0 showed all the promise of a 
once-great tablet now out of its depth, 

and, in the process, highlighted just 
how quickly the tablet market is 
moving and improving. 

Also falling in at the four-star mark 
was the LG G Pad, expected to be 
slightly too pricey and underspecced for 
the full five.

Content holds the key
Finally, the Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 7 
did itself proud, proving a huge 
improvement on the previous model, 
yet its roadblock on accessing content 
via Google Play is a real letdown, and 
the temptation to turn to the Nexus 7  
at the same price is much too high.

Total build 25,000 
(+ Grooveshark)

BUILDERSYSTEM

At 30,900, the Samsung Galaxy Note 8.0 
showed all the promise of a once-great 
tablet now out of its depth
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Amazon Kindle Fire HDX 7
21,000*  ★★★★

Google Nexus 7
from 20,999 ★★★★★

LG G Pad
TBA ★★★★

Apple iPad Mini Retina
from 28,900  ★★★★★

Asus MeMo Pad 8
TBA  ★★★

Storage 16, 32, 64GB
Storage type Flash
Expansion slot No
Formats MP3, AAC, WAV, MP4
Screen size 7in
Screen resolution 1920 x 1200
Battery life 11 hours (video)
Connections Bluetooth, PC/Mac
Dimensions (hwd) 186 x 128 x 9mm
Weight 303g

Storage 16, 32GB
Storage type Flash
Expansion slot No
Formats MP3, WMA, FLAC, WAV, 
MP4, XVID, DIVX, WMV
Screen size 7in
Screen resolution 1920 x 1200
Battery life 9 hours (video)
Connections Bluetooth, USB, PC
Dimensions (hwd) 200 x 114 x 9mm
Weight 290g

Storage 16GB
Storage type Flash
Expansion slot Yes
Formats MP3, WMA, WMA Lossless, 
AAC, Apple Lossless, FLAC, WAV, MP4, 
XVID, DIVX, WMV
Screen size 8.3in
Screen resolution 1920 x 1200
Connections Bluetooth,USB, PC/Mac
Dimensions (hwd) 216 x 127 x 8mm
Weight 338g

Storage 16, 32, 64, 128GB
Storage type Flash
Expansion slot No
Formats MP3, ACC, 
Apple Lossless, WAV, MP4
Screen size 7.9in
Screen resolution 2048 x 1536
Battery life 10 hours (video)
Connections Bluetooth, PC/Mac
Dimensions (hwd) 200 x 135 x 8mm
Weight 331g

Storage 16GB
Storage type Flash
Expansion slot Yes
Formats MP3, AAC, Apple Lossless, 
FLAC, WAV, MP4, DIVX
Screen size 8in
Screen resolution 1280 x 800
Battery life 9 hours (video)
Connections Bluetooth, PC/Mac
Dimensions (hwd) 213 x 127 x 10mm
Weight 350g

Build

Picture

Sound

Build

Picture

Sound

Build

Picture

Sound

Samsung Galaxy Note 8
30,900 ★★★

Storage 16GB
Storage type Flash
Expansion slot Yes
Formats MP3, WMA, AAC, FLAC, 
MP4, DIVX, WMV
Screen size 8in
Screen resolution 1280 x 800
Connections Bluetooth, USB, PC/Mac
Dimensions (hwd) 211 x 136 x 8mm
Weight 338g

Build
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 T he amplifier lies at the heart of any 
hi-fi system, so getting the right one 
is critical if you want to get the most 

out of your music. The best integrated units 
will let you do just that. They’re well-speced 
enough to cope with most systems, but have 
sound quality to rival pre/power alternatives.

We’ve lined up six costing from 
1,40,000– 1,90,000. Familiar faces clash 

with new arrivals, while Award winners from 
Heed and Roksan try their best to hold on to 
their belts. Which is best? There’s only one 
way to find out…
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STEREO AMPLIFIERS TEST

THE NEXT LEVEL
There’s a reason they don’t put Fiesta engines in Ferraris. It’s the same reason you wouldn’t drive 

your hi-fi system with an also-ran amplifier. Supercharge your music with the power it deserves…

WHAT’S ON TEST
Audio Analogue Fortissimo page 46 Heed Obelisk Si page 47 Naim Nait XS 2 page 48  

Rega Elicit-R page 49 Roksan Caspian M2 page 50 Yamaha A-S2000 page 51
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We’re pleased to say that this is rather 
good. It mitigates some of the amp’s  
flaws, with greater energy on offer.

The Fortissimo also has a built-in 
phono stage that caters for moving-
magnet and moving-coil cartridges.  
It’s a decent performer, but doesn’t  
offer an awful lot of transparency.  
The Fortissimo doesn’t show off the  
gap between our reference Clearaudio 
Innovation Wood package and our Rega 
RP6 turntables.

The build – sturdy and weighty – feels 
right for 1,75,000*. Right in the middle  
of the fascia is a button/knob. Twist it 
and a bunch of LEDs light up to denote 
volume level; press it to switch inputs.

Rating ★★★
FOR Spacious sound; precise with individual 
notes; good connectivity; built-in DAC

AGAINST Lacks drive and momentum;  
so-so phono stage; poor headphone amp

VERDICT This stereo amp is a fair performer, 
but lacks the engagement we require

For all that this amp does right, including
having a decent built-in DAC, it’s not the
most interesting performance we’ve heard. 
It struggles to convey true musical impact 

With a hefty black metal body and a 
name like Fortissimo, this amp is clearly 
out to impress. It’s been a while since we 
tested an Audio Analogue amp, however, 
and the last one we had didn’t exactly 
blow us away. Will this be any different?

The first thing we notice is the size of 
the sound. It’s a wide-open soundstage, 
spacious and organised enough to make 
sense of Buena Vista Social Club.

It’s also a precise and agile performer. 
Dynamic reach is decent at the low end 
– not so much from the midrange to 
treble, but it’s still a sweet sound.

It also goes plenty loud with ease. 
With 100W per channel, this amp 
certainly had no trouble with power. 
‘Fortissimo’ is about right.

Needs more get-up-and-go
But for all that this amp does right, it’s 
not the most interesting performance 
we’ve ever heard. The Fortissimo 
struggles to really convey the musical 
impact of dynamic contrast. We’d like 
more rhythmic precision: as it is, the 
Fortissimo doesn’t make much of  
the interplay of an ensemble. We  
switch from rock to disco to booming 
orchestral soundtracks. Nothing we  
did seemed to pep-up the presentation.

Switching to headphones doesn’t 
really make things better, either. It’s the 
same lack of drive, but more unbalanced, 

tipping away from weak bass to a 
prominent treble. The resulting sound 
crosses the line from crisp to harsh.

One thing the Fortissimo can boast 
about, though, is its connections. As  
well as the usual line-level and balanced 
analogue inputs, this is the only amp  
on test to have a built-in DAC with 
optical, coaxial and USB inputs.

The remote control is a mixed bag.  
We like the metal face and the big, 
responsive keys. We also like the  
motion sensor, which lights everything 
up whenever the remote is moved.  
The button layout is a bit cluttered, 
however, and we’re not keen on how 
Audio Analogue peers at us from 
between the buttons.

The Fortissimo is not an unpleasant 
stereo amp. It does enough things right 
(that rather good DAC being a particular 
plus-point) to hold on to three stars.  
But in the company of greats such  
as the Elicit-R and the still-fantastic 
Caspian M2, it fails to truly impress.

AUDIO ANALOGUE FORTISSIMO
1,75,000* ★★★ ★ ★

46 | What Hi Fi? | February 2014

AUDIO ANALOGUE FORTISSIMONALOGUE FO
1,75,0001,75,000* ★★★★★★ ★ ★★ ★



STEREO AMPLIFIERS TEST

mellow but retains a sense of life. Vocals, 
meanwhile, are smooth like caramel.

Compared with a beefier amp like  
the Rega Elicit-R, the Heed is outclassed 
in several departments. It could do  
with more detail and greater dynamics. 
Despite a sweet treble and an organic 
midrange, the bass feels a little tubby.  
In fact, everything could do with a bit  
of firming up. We love how smooth it 
sounds, but it’s a little hazy at the edges.

Yet we won’t condemn this amp. It is 
cheaper than its rivals here after all, and 
we’re impressed by its demeanour. It’s a 
lively sound that does everything well 
enough that we don’t feel the need to 
take home anything more exotic. 

Rating ★★★★
FOR Terrifically musical; fine timing;  
likeable presentation; upgradeable

AGAINST Sound could do with more 
definition; finish is only okay; poor remote

VERDICT This is a charming amplifier. It 
punches well above its weight and price

This is a highly accomplished and extremely
likeable bit of kit. It’s an engaging sound, with
accurate timing and good energy. There are
better amps, but overlook this at your peril

In many ways, the Heed Obelisk Si is 
the odd one out here. It’s the only one 
with a half-width shell. It’s the least 
powerful, armed with a relative tiny 35W 
per channel. It’s also the most affordable. 

It almost seems strange to put it in 
this test, but we love this amp. It’s our 
favourite stereo amp of 2012 in its price 
range, and we think it’s got what it takes 
to take on the hulks in this group.

We had our reservations when we first 
received the Obelisk. It’s hardly striking, 
is it? For the price, we’d expect a little 
luxury. Build quality is fine and sturdy 
– but it looks less slick than its rivals.

Its build belies its sound
Our disappointment with the amp’s 
aesthetics is compounded by the remote 
control. It’s a pathetic card that would be 
inadequate for a budget air conditioning 
unit, let alone a 1,50,000* amplifier.

Once we plug the Heed into a system, 
though, our doubts rapidly fade. This  
is a highly accomplished and extremely 
likeable bit of kit. It has an engaging  
sound, with accurate timing and a good 
amount of energy. Load up Daft Punk’s  
infectious Get Lucky and the Heed  
makes the most of the intricate rhythms.

There’s excellent dynamic contrast 
too, which alternates effortlessly 
between the depth of the groovy  
bass and Nile Rodgers’ rhythm guitar.

But this attention to detail never 
comes at the expense of fun. The Heed  
is enthusiastic and capable, happily 
charging along and never losing 
composure even when pushed hard.

The Obelisk Si shifts down the gears 
effortlessly, too. With something more 
laid-back, in this case Of Monster and 
Men’s Dirty Paws, it’s considerably more 

And if you really must have more 
oomph, you can always upgrade the 
Obelisk Si with an external power  
supply (the Obelisk X2). It raises the 
amp’s output to 50W per channel and 
adds extra punch and scale into  
the bargain. Other optional extras 
include a coaxial-only DAC and a  
moving-magnet phono stage.

It speaks volumes for the Heed 
Obelisk Si that it can keep up with 
technically superior rivals. It’s a really 
good amp for the money and thoroughly 
deserving of its 2012 Award. Yes, there 
are better sounding amps, but it would 
be a mistake to overlook this one.

HEED OBELISK SI 
 1,50,000* ★★★★ ★
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HEED OBELISK SIED OBELISK
1,50,000*50,000* ★★★★★★★★ ★★
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The flip side is that the Naim sacrifices 
a smidge of detail for its fluid nature. In 
comparison, the Roksan Caspian M2 
manages to make more of subtle timing 
and dynamic nuances. That amp’s tight 
bass also shows up the Naim: it loosens 
its grip just a little at the very bottom.

To top off the test, we plug some cans 
into the built-in Class-A headphone 
amplifier. It’s consistent with the rest  
of the Naim’s performance, and the  
best headphone sound in this test: 
balanced, expressive and entertaining.

The headphone out is really the only 
thing visibly separating the XS 2 from 
the XS. But under the bonnet there are 
quite a few improvements. These 

Rating ★★★ ★
FOR An impressive, hugely entertaining 
amplifier; versatile across genres

AGAINST Could do with more detail;  
bass could be tighter

VERDICT An easy amp to love, even if it 
sacrifices a little detail for musical fluidity

This is a seriously musical-sounding amp. 
It brings a sense of harmony, cohesion and
panache to compositions thanks to excellent
rhythmic precision and tonal balance

We loved the original Nait XS. It 
occupied a sweet spot between the 
entry-level 5i and the high-end 
SuperNait. And it was probably our 
favourite integrated amplifier from the 
company. Good news: the Nait XS 2 is a 
success. It’s very much like the original 
Nait XS, which can only be a good thing.

What grabs you immediately is its 
sheer musicality. It encourages you to 
listen and enjoy your music instead of 
analysing it. We could go on about the 
interplay of drums and piano on Muse’s 
Endlessly, but we found ourselves 
focusing on the Naim’s ability to present 
a track as a whole. There’s a sense of 
harmony and cohesion to the overall 
composition thanks to excellent 
rhythmic precision and tonal balance.

Effortlessly engaging sound
Play something a little more complex 
– Mars from Holst’s The Planets – and this 
theme continues. It’s definitely possible 
to focus on the individual elements of 
the orchestra, but the Naim highlights 
the essence of the track, conveying the 
dynamic tension in the tides of war.

In terms of outright attack, it doesn’t 
quite match the Rega Elicit-R, which 
punches harder and with more agility. 
But the Naim is no slouch: it’s a 
surefooted amp with a sense of ease that 
gives its presentation a bit of panache. 

Combine that with good weight and 
impressive scale, and you have a 
performance that’s always thrilling.

This is a versatile amp. Our test discs 
span a wide range of genres, but the 
Naim is as comfortable with heavy synth 
as it is with emotive vocals. It even does 
a good job with poor recordings, thanks 
to its smooth and forgiving presentation.

include better components, and Naim 
has also paid attention to things such as 
reducing internal noise and improving 
heat dissipation. There’s also a larger 
transformer, helping the amp deliver 
70W per channel – ten more than the XS.

And as usual, Naim insists on being a 
different: the volume knob is on the left 
(everyone else has it on the right), RCA 

inputs are mixed with DIN connectors, 
and the speaker outputs are positioned 
the opposite way round to its rivals.

But there’s no doubt about it: Naim 
has improved its much-loved Nait XS 
while keeping its character. However, the 
competition is fiercer than ever.

NAIM NAIT XS 2
1,75,000(approx.) ★★★★ ★
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The same characteristics run through 
the built-in moving-magnet phono 
stage. We fire up our Rega RP6 turntable 
with a record of REM’s classic Automatic 
For the People, and the Elicit-R responds 
with a performance containing plenty  
of insight, although it isn’t the most 
relaxed listen.

Still, compared with the other  
built-in phono stages in this test, the 
Rega’s is the best. It’s worth a listen for 
anyone who loves the tactile fluidity  
of vinyl records.

Physically, the Rega Elicit-R has 
divided opinion in our office. It’s a  
metal box with a black satin finish  
and a glossy, recessed front panel. 

Rating ★★★ ★★
FOR Seriously impressive detail, dynamics  
and agility; good built-in phono stage

AGAINST Some might want a more easy-going 
presentation; revealing of poor recordings

VERDICT This is a fantastic stereo amp  
– and easily one of the best at this price

The Elicit-R presents music with skill and style.
Its sound is transparent rather than warm, and
that brings with it almost fanatical attention 
to detail – and, of course, stunning clarity

We’re excited about the Elicit-R. It’s one 
of the best stereo amplifiers we’ve heard 
at this price, and we love a good fight.

We get started with David Bowie’s The 
Stars (Are Out Tonight). It’s a tricky one, 
with assorted elements that can sound 
like a cluttered mess when thrown 
together on lesser systems.

It’s no problem for the Elicit-R, which 
handles this with skill and panache. 
Layers are separated with eyebrow-
raising clarity and put together with 
precision. Instruments are clearly 
identifiable and given space to perform. 
And the lead guitar riff weaves between 
Bowie’s gravelly vocals, propelling the 
song but never hogging the spotlight.

Great detail and rhythm
It’s also incredibly detailed. We switch  
to the Buena Vista Social Club album  
and the Rega makes light work of the 
subtle shifts between instruments.  
From the husky vocals to the wonderful 
percussion section, the level of texture  
is nothing short of stunning.

We’re also impressed by the Rega’s 
agility. Its surefooted timing really 
demands attention. It also helps that the 
Elicit-R has great dynamic reach, going 
from peak to trough without hesitation, 
all the while maintaining composure.

Downsides? There’s a slight leanness 
(and a hint of brightness) compared with 

the richer, smoother Roksan Caspian M2 
or Heed Obelisk Si. The Rega trades 
warmth for transparency – so material 
that’s been subjected to an iffy recording 
session (or, indeed, low-bitrate files) 
won’t fare very well. Some might also 
find the Rega a little too demanding of 
attention: it’s not what we’d call a 
relaxed presentation.

There’s a single rotary dial on the  
front, flanked by a handful of scattered 
buttons, and a mildly ominous red glow.

For some it looks very cool. For others, 
it’s a bit like KITT from Knightrider (only 
without the sass). It’s a bold appearance, 
at any rate – much like its sound.

The Rega Elicit-R really is a fantastic 
amp. It’s easily one of the best in this 

test. Far-reaching dynamics and 
staggering levels of detail and agility 
make this a tough one to beat.

Even the long-reigning Roksan 
Caspian M2 is beginning to look a little 
shaky on its lofty perch. This is going  
to be a close one come verdict time.

REGA ELICIT-R
1,80,000* ★★★★★
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stereo image. It’s here that the Roksan’s 
naturally fluid rhythmic abilities really 
shine: it’s as happy with the slow, 
sombre Chan Chan as it is with the 
upbeat Candela.

When it comes to drama, the Roksan 
isn’t quite as exciting as the Rega. That 
amp has a leaner sound with a greater 
energy and agility. It’s also slightly more 
attacking and more crisply drawn. To 
counter this, the Roksan offers a warmer, 
more relaxing and full-bodied sound.

Adding to the pleasing roundedness  
at hand, the Roksan also looks nice. Well, 
some of us in the office think so at any 
rate. Others aren’t too keen on the 
chromed control knobs and brushed 

Rating ★★★★★
FOR Impressive scale; great dynamics;  
rich character; loads of detail; excellent build

AGAINST It’s a bit pricey; some might prefer  
a leaner, more energetic sound

VERDICT It might be getting on a bit, but the 
M2 can still show the new boys a thing or two

The Caspian M2 has won two Awards in two
years. Why? It’s an amazing all-rounder,
brimming with detail and punch. In fact, we
don’t even bother putting it away any more

Two Awards on the trot is a fairly  
good sign that you’re doing something 
right. That’s certainly the case with the 
Roksan Caspian M2. It’s an old favourite 
of ours, used so often that we don’t 
bother putting it away anymore.

That’s because it sounds wonderful. 
The Caspian’s strength has always  
been its amazing all-round ability. 
There’s a lot to admire on every level. 

Its presentation is big and powerful, 
with far greater and authority than  
we’d expect from a rated output of  
85W per channel. Put on anything  
by Hans Zimmer and the Caspian M2  
will easily convince you that you’re  
on some grand, perilous adventure.

Organised and entertaining
We start off with Mombasa from the 
Inception soundtrack, and the Roksan 
shrugs off our attempts to question  
its grip on rhythm and dynamics. A 
lesser amplifier would turn the expert 
drumming into a frenetic mess – but not 
this one. It arranges the drums 
coherently while allowing the backing 
strings to ramp up the tension.

There’s a bucketload of detail to 
admire. We stay with Zimmer and  
the soundtrack from The Dark Knight,  
and find serious levels of subtlety.  
Two minutes in and we could easily 
identify the sound of pencils tapping  

on ceramic bowls. Of course, that  
level of insight isn’t limited to bizarre 
forms of percussion. Everything we 
threw at the Roksan sounded well 
defined and textured.

Time for a bit of contrast, and we 
move from Gotham City to Havana, 
where Buena Vista Social Club shows off 
a nicely layered soundstage and focused 

steel cover. It’s a distinctive look and 
very well executed, feeling substantial 
and well damped. The controls are solid 
and satisfying to use. It’s not just a 
looker though: there’s an intelligent 
internal cooling fan to stop the circuitry 
overheating. Combine that with a clever 
learning remote and you get an overall 
package worthy of its price.

The Caspian M2 is a hit for a reason. 
It’s brilliant in nearly every aspect. Yes, 
it’s the most expensive here, but we 
think it’s worth it. There are strong new 
rivals on the scene – mainly the Rega 
Elicit-R – but that doesn’t change the fact 
that the M2 is a stonkingly good amp

ROKSAN CASPIAN M2
1,88,000 ★★★★★
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This goes well with Norah Jones, but 
not so much with Daft Punk. Sometimes 
you just need a bit of bite and bile, and 
this Yamaha is too relaxed to give it.

Push it hard, and the occasionally  
thin treble gets a little sharp. This is a 
laid-back amp – arguably a lazy one – 
more suited to casual background tasks.

Plug in some headphones and it’s  
a similar experience. It’s a capable but 
relaxed amp that doesn’t seem to try 
awfully hard to engage or entertain you. 
If anything, the sound is a touch thinner 
than when put through some speakers.

The Yamaha has a built-in phono 
stage, and can handle moving-magnet 
and moving-coil cartridges. Switching 

Rating ★★★ 
FOR Lovely design and build; tone and  
balance controls; smooth, rich sound

AGAINST An overly relaxed sound that  
never really engages

VERDICT Attractive and powerful, but its 
laid-back sound puts it behind the competition

Sometimes you just need a bit of bite and bile,
and this Yamaha is too relaxed to give it. It’s 
a capable but relaxed amp that doesn’t seem 
to try awfully hard to engage or entertain you

We think the Yamaha A-S2000 looks 
brilliant. Wooden panels flank the amp’s 
metal body, giving it an old-school vibe. 
On the front, moving parts exude 
quality. Twist the volume, tone and 
balance dials and you’ll find them 
reassuringly weighty. The power toggle 
goes flick; the input dial goes clunk. 
Putting on music becomes a ceremony 
not unlike preparing for take-off.

Oh, and it’s also built like a tank. This 
is a solid, hefty amp, weighing nearly 
23kg. Talk about perceived value.

The remote control is just as 
encouraging as the main unit. It’s a 
lovely wand of ergonomic plastic and 
metal with a simple layout that won’t 
make you want to fling it at the wall.

Smooth. Too smooth…
It’s time to stop fondling the machine. 
We settle down to listen, and get  
started with a CD of The xx’s Islands.  
We often use this quite unforgivingly  
sparse track to try and trip up amps  
and CD players with their timing and 
dynamics – but the Yamaha gets by  
just fine, making the most of the 
stop-start structure of the song. 

The amp sounds every bit as  
muscular as it looks. Armed with  
100W per channel, the Yamaha  
suggests a great sense of scale. Load  
up something foreboding like Hans 

Zimmer’s soundtrack from The Dark 
Knight and the introduction sounds 
effortlessly epic.

It’s a relaxed sound on the whole, 
however, and doesn’t quite convey the 
sense of Gotham City’s impending 
plight. In fact, whatever we listened  
to was rich and weighty, capped with a 
veneer of smoothness and refinement.

between the two is a breeze. The simple 
toggle on the front of the machine 
means there’s no need to open the  
lid and poke at the circuit board as  
the Audio Analogue demands.

Our findings are consistent as we 
switch over to some turntables. While 
the MC input is punchier and weightier 
than MM, the amp’s character remains.

The Yamaha A-S2000 has a lot of 
things going for it. Its fantastic design 
and build deserve all the praise we can 
throw at them. But we can’t say the same 
for its sound. As much as we love the 
look and feel of the machine, there are 
more entertaining amps for the money.

YAMAHA A-S2000 
 1,40,000 ★★★ ★ ★
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The Roksan Caspian M2 isn’t getting old, it’s maturing – and to
prove that, it’s just batted aside some pretty ferocious rivals

 Roksan Caspian M2
1,88,000 ★★★★★

  We can never guess how a group 
test will work out. Sometimes 
we get products so similar in 

quality that it’s tough to set them apart. 
This time, however, there’s a fairly clear 
pecking order.

In last place is the Audio Analogue 
Fortissimo. It’s a decent amp with an 
impressive set of connections, but we 
just couldn’t get excited about its sound.

Then there is the Yamaha A-S2000. It’s 
a beautifully built amp with a lovely old- 
school design. Its sound, however, isn’t 
quite as impressive. As much as we enjoy 
a relaxed presentation, we found the 
Yamaha’s too laid-back to engage.

Next we have the Naim Nait XS 2 and 
the Heed Obelisk Si. The Naim is a hugely 
musical amp that manages to extract  
the essence of whatever you throw at it, 

albeit at the cost of some detail. The 
Heed, meanwhile, is a classic underdog. 
It’s less accomplished in most areas  
– especially build – but its likeable 
demeanour makes it enjoyable company.

A well-deserved win for Roksan
Both are outclassed by the Rega Elicit-R 
and the Roksan Caspian M2 – which 
brings us to the meat of this test. These 
are seriously good amps that perform 
better than their price tags suggest.

The Rega is remarkably revealing and 
superbly agile, grabbing your attention 
and not letting let go. If you want 
excitement above all, this is the one.

But the long-reigning Roksan is still 
the best at this price. It’s marginally less 
crisp than the Rega but easier to live 
with. And it’s the amp we’d take home.

Audio Analogue 
Fortissimo 

1,75,000* ★★★

Heed
Obelisk Si 

1,50,000* ★★★★

Naim
Nait XS 2 

1,75,000 (approx.) 
★★★★

Roksan
Caspian M2 

1,88,000 ★★★★★

Yamaha
A-S2000 

1,40,000 ★★★

Rega
Elicit-R 

1,80,000* ★★★★★

Facts & figures

VERDICTTEST
THE WINNER

CD PLAYER
Roksan Caspian M2 CD 

1,98,000 ★★★★★

This isn’t only the natural partner for the 
Caspian M2 amp – in our opinion it’s the finest  

CD player anywhere near this price.

STEREO SPEAKERS
PMC Twenty 23 

3,25,000(approx.) ★★★★★

Unfussy, tonally balanced, with plenty of 
detail and excitement: these are top-class 

compact floorstanders.

DIGITAL-TO-ANALOGUE CONVERTER
Chord QuteHD 

85,000 ★★★★★

A brilliant DAC for a very reasonable price  
tag, and a really good way to play digital  

files. Just add laptop.

Total build 7,96,000

BUILDERSYSTEM
Perfect partners for the Roksan Caspian M2

Power output 100W  
per channel Inputs  
5 x line in, MM phono, 
MC phono  USB, tape 
loop  Outputs Speakers, 
headphone, preamp, 
tape loop  Remote Yes 

 Dimensions (hwd)  
12 x 44 x 39cm, 12.5kg

Power output 35W 
per channel Inputs  
5 x line in, MM phono  

 Outputs Speakers, 
preamp  Remote Yes  

 Dimensions (hwd)  
9 x 22 x 36cm, 6kg

Power output 70W  
per channel Inputs  
5 x line in, tape loop  

 Outputs Speakers, 
headphone, preamp, 
tape loop  Remote Yes 

 Dimensions (hwd)  
7 x 43 x 30cm, 8.4kg

Power output 105W 
per channel Inputs  
5 x line in, MM phono, 
MC phono, tape loop  

 Outputs Speakers, 
preamp, tape loop  
Remote Yes  

 Dimensions (hwd)  
8 x 43 x 34cm, 13kg

Power output 85W  
per channel Inputs  
5 x line in, tape loop  

 Outputs Speakers, 
preamp, tape loop  
Remote Yes  

 Dimensions (hwd)  
8 x 43 x 33cm, 13kg

Power output 100W  
per channel Inputs  
4 x line in, MM phono, 
MC phono, tape loop  

 Outputs 2 x speakers, 
headphone, preamp, 
tape loop  Remote Yes 

 Dimensions (hwd)  
23 x 16 x 12cm, 23kg
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AV RECEIVERS  TEST

You can have the biggest and best screen money can buy, but if your audio processing 

kit isn’t up to scratch, your movies will fall flat. Time to get a quality home cinema amp 

What’s on test
Denon AVR-X4000 1,34,900  
 Harman Kardon AVR 370 74,990
  Pioneer SC-LX57 93,000
   Yamaha RX-A1030 1,04,000

 “Sound is 50 per cent of the
  movie-going experience”
 George Lucas



56 | What Hi Fi? | February 2014

Denon AVR-X4000 1,34,900

The Denon’s 
edge-of-the-seat 
performance almost
 justifies its price

★★★★ ★

The Denon AVR-X4000 isn’t the 
cheapest amp of the lot. However, given 
its wealth of skills, it makes for a decent 
proposition for your living room. Its 
definition makes it an arresting listen, 
but it’s not without its faults.

It storms through a film soundtrack 
with remarkable clarity. The amplifier 
focuses on the midrange and treble to  
a great degree, giving the sound a  
harsh and rather sharp edge. While it’s  
a brisk presentation, it’s not quite 
authoritative enough in the lower 
frequencies to deliver a fully  
convincing performance.

Magical effects
Harry Potter And The Order Of The 
Phoenix is as heavy on dialogue as  
it is on special effects, and the Denon’s 
focus works brilliantly to deliver 
expressive and intimate voices 
throughout the Blu-ray. That clear  
treble really does hold your attention. 
The Weasley twins’ magical fireworks 
fizz and whistle across the Great Hall 
with plenty of impact.

Surround effects are delivered with 
speed, if not with as much punch as the 
Yamaha RX-A1030 nor with the dynamic 

subtleties of the Pioneer SC-LX57.  
The Denon might not dip and soar as 
elegantly as the Pioneer, but it does 
handle silences well. The soundfield 
isn’t the most expansive, though, and it 
needs more air at the top end.

The X4000’s performance keeps us 
on the edge of our seat – but it’s a little 
too on edge at times. We think it could 
be better at rendering the different sonic 
textures of instruments and sounds. Too 
often these feel homogenized.

The same holds true when you play a 
music Blu-ray, such as Beyoncé’s I am… 
Yours live performance. Here the 
presentation is detailed and agile. 
There’s a decent amount of attack too, 
although the X4000’s sound isn’t as 
spacious as its main rivals, nor does it 
quite have their rhythmic precision.

It’s a sharp, fast and attacking 
performance, but can feel somewhat 
detached in its relentlessness. A touch 
more subtlety, warmth and a weightier 
foundation would let us fully engage 
with the sound.

The latest tech and streaming features 
you’d expect are all present and correct 
on this seven-channel amplifier. Pass- 
through and upscaling of Ultra HD/4K 

footage is supported alongside Full HD 
and 3D across seven HDMI inputs. There 
are three HDMI outputs, too, but the 
third is for multi-room purposes only.

The ethernet connection gives you 
various networking features, such as 
access t music streaming services, and 
there’s DLNA 1.5 certification. The 
remote control is easy enough to use, 
the front-panel display is large and clear, 
and you can choose between a black or 
silver finish.

A decent deal
There’s plenty to sing about with this 
Denon, although we’d like to have heard 
more power and punch alongside 
crystal-clear edges. The AVR-X4000 is a 
decent proposition if you don’t mind 
crossing the 1lac barrier for an amp.

Rating ★★★ ★
FOR Clear, detailed sound; crisp, clean edges; 
agile performance; well featured

AGAINST Can sound a bit hard-edged; bass 
could be a little more authoritative

VERDICT A decent amplifier for the price, but 
it needs more subtlety and power to truly excel



Remote 
options

HK supplies two remotes; 
one is too big but the other is compact and practical. Or, use 
the free HK smartphone app 

– it’s neatly laid out and 
responsive.

AV RECEIVERS  TEST

Rating ★★★ 
FOR Weighty sound; easy-going presentation; 
deep, rumbling bass; elegant finish and build 

AGAINST Rivals are more articulate, controlled 
and detailed; lacks precision with music

VERDICT This beefy-sounding Harman Kardon 
is eager to please, but rivals do it better
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Don’t be fooled by the 
smooth, sophisticated 
look: this amp delivers 
a big, brawny sound

If you’re after big, loud and brawny 
surround sound, the seven-channel 
Harman Kardon AVR 370 has it in 
spades. It’s full of unbridled power  
and an eagerness to have fun.

Play Armageddon on Blu-ray and  
the AVR 370 ploughs through the 
Aerosmith-filled soundtrack with  
punch and vigour. Harman Kardon’s 
characteristically muscular performance 
works a treat with director Michael Bay’s 
love of ‘thrusters’ and explosions. The 
crashing meteors, exploding space 
stations and science-defying asteroid 
storms roar across the room, each effect 
landing with powerful impact. 

An eager to please delivery
There’s enough rumble to the bass to 
accompany Michael Clarke Duncan’s 
baritone, but it’s a touch unwieldy. 
Despite the punch and energy, basslines 
can be a bit bloated. Lower frequencies 
need a dash of the Yamaha’s control and 
the Pioneer SC-LX57’s refined detail. 

Amid the eager-to-please, brawny 
delivery, the AVR 370’s top end can 
sound a bit coarse and insubstantial. 

The soundfield is decent, if a little 
densely packed. A clearer, more precise 

via AirPlay, or by plugging the iPod/
iPhone/iPad into the USB port.

Eight HDMI inputs and two HDMI 
outputs all support 4K upscaling and 
pass-through, while a couple of analogue 
connections are placed around the seven 
pairs of speaker terminals.

Running Harman Kardon’s EzSet/EQ 
system takes a bit of patience, but it’s 
worth doing as it calibrates your new 
receiver to your room and home cinema 
set-up. The final results weren’t quite 
spot on, though, and we had to bring out 
our trusty sound-level meter to tweak 
the speaker settings manually. 

Whether you’re playing music or 
movies, the AVR 370 could do with a 
touch more refinement. It’s a fun, easy 
going sound, but it doesn’t deliver the 
immersion needed to enjoy a film fully. 

Harman Kardon AVR 370 74,990 
★★★ ★ ★

approach to surround steering would 
give it the thrills and kicks found in the 
similarly muscular Yamaha RX-A1030.

Also, unlike the AVR 171 we reviewed 
earlier in the year, this Harman Kardon 
isn’t as proficient when playing music. 
While all that energy is still apparent 
during a song, it’s simply not as 
well-timed or cohesive enough to deliver 
the rhythmic demands of music. 

Dressed to thrill
We have to hand it to Harman Kardon for 
designing an AV receiver that looks so 
elegant. Basically, it’s still a rectangular 
black box but the curved edges and 
minimalist finish give the AVR 370 a 
classy look. We can’t fault the build 
quality either. The black aluminium 
finish feels smooth to the touch.

Unlike its rivals in this test, the AVR 
370 offers built-in wi-fi. We prefer the 
stability of a wired ethernet connection 
(also included), but the wi-fi option is 
handy if your home network is reliable. 

DLNA 1.5 certification means you can 
wirelessly stream various popular audio 
file formats stored on your computer or 
NAS device. Elsewhere, songs stored on 
Apple devices can be played wirelessly 



Pioneer SC-LX57 93,000

Music 
Streaming

With a music streaming 

subscription you can stream 

playlists from the SC-LX57, 

freeing up your smartphone 

for other uses. It works 
seamlessly.

TEST  AV RECEIVERS  
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★★★★ ★

Chances are you already know all about 
this Pioneer SC-LX57. A glowing First 
Test review, a Best Buy in our 2013 
Awards – we haven’t stopped heaping 
praises on this nine-channel AV receiver. 

It isn’t the most expensive unit in this 
test, yet justifies every rupee with its 
superbly detailed, dynamic and 
captivating performance.

The Pioneer sounds fantastic with a 
movie soundtrack. It has a staggering 
amount of detail and dynamic prowess, 
with plenty of aggression and attack 
accompanying the precise, refined sound. 

It digs out layers of subtle detail, 
immersing you in the action and 
dialogue of any film you’re watching  
by providing clear, precise and snappy 
sound. Play Constantine on Blu-ray and 
even Keanu Reeves’s deadpan sarcasm 
sounds expressive.

Subtle and spacious
Subtle shifts in dynamics are conveyed 
superbly, building up the tension in the 
opening scene of Skyfall better than any 
of the other receivers in this test. While 
it’s not huge, the Pioneer’s soundfield is 
reasonably spacious – and it’s certainly 
immersive, with effects placed precisely.

There’s plenty of punch and power  
on offer, too. It’s a leaner sound when 
compared with the muscular Yamaha 
RX-A1030, but the Pioneer sounds more 
confident and engaging.  

Get ready to rumble
Our favourite aspect of the SC-LX57’s 
sound is its incredibly deep and 
rumbling low-note performance. Agile, 
taut and full of subtle detail, that 
exquisite bass underpins the entire 
performance of this Pioneer with great 
authority. It’s full of attack and bite at the 
top end as well, without ever teetering 
into brightness or hardness.

That detail and good rhythm go well 
with music, too. Streamed songs and 
music Blu-rays sound clear, exciting and 
largely cohesive. We’d still recommend 
using a dedicated stereo amplifier for 
serious listening, though. 

There are nine HDMI inputs and three 
HDMI outputs. You can also hook up 
using two coaxial or two optical inputs, 
or the ample analogue options. 
Smartphone users should consider using 
Pioneer’s excellent iControlAV2013 app 
– we found ourselves employing it a lot 
more than the supplied remote.

Pioneer’s MCACC auto-calibration 
system is long, loud and tedious, but it’s 
worth running it when you first set up 
the SC-LX57. The measurements are 
accurate, and will optimise the sound. 

Care needs to be taken when choosing 
your speaker package for the Pioneer. 
While it doesn’t have a bright edge to it, 
the SC-LX57 still has a lean presentation 
that can be exaggerated if teamed up 
with bright-sounding partners.

The SC-LX57 delivers an immersive 
and exciting performance. Its level of 
subtlety, especially in the low-end, is 
breathtaking. But has it done enough?  
Its recent Awards haul is no guarantee  
of a win in this test, and it’s not cheap. 
But if you’re looking for a thoroughly 
engaging and thrilling home cinema 
experience, it should be in the frame.

You’ll be hard-pressed 
to find the Pioneer’s 
blend of abilities 
elsewhere at this price

Rating ★★★ ★★
FOR Superb low-end detail and depth; fine 
dynamics; powerful, punchy and attacking 
sound; refined and insightful; good with music

AGAINST Need to take care with partnering kit 

VERDICT A hugely entertaining amplifier that 
delivers all the delights of home cinema sound



Yamaha RX-A1030 1,04,000
  AV RECEIVERS  TEST
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★★★★ ★

Yamaha’s Aventage range of AV 
receivers is known for its powerful, 
punchy and thrilling sound, and the 
Yamaha RX-A1030 fits that sonic bill.

This seven-channel amplifier has a 
host of features, including AirPlay, MHL 
connectivity (for smart devices via 
HDMI), Full HD, 3D and 4K support, 
along with multiple HDMI connections.

Yamaha here shows it’s still one of  
the top contenders when it comes to 
surround sound. The RX-A1030 has the 
power and precision to effortlessly drive 
a film’s sound effects across the room: 
Skyfall’s DTS-HD Master Audio 5.1 
soundtrack is handled brilliantly, with 
crashes and gunshots hitting their mark 
precisely in a detailed soundfield.

The A1030 has lovely deep, punchy 
bass. The motorbikes in Skyfall rev 
satisfyingly loudly, aggressively and 
rumblingly. There’s plenty of energy and 
impact, although the bass falls on the 
chubby side compared with the subtler, 
tauter low-frequency extension of 
Pioneer’s SC-LX57.

At the other end of the frequency 
spectrum, the Yamaha continues to 
impress. It’s a smoother treble delivery 
than that of the Denon AVR-X4000, 

rounding off the highs just a little. We’d 
rather listen to the Yamaha’s warm and 
energetic performance than the Denon’s 
harder approach.

Unlike the range-topping RX-A3030, 
the RX-A1030 doesn’t quite have that big, 
cinematic sense of scale that we’ve come 
to expect from Yamaha. The Pioneer 
SC-LX57 offers more space and dynamic 
reach in a wider soundfield. In fact, the 
RX-A1030 can sound a little closed-in 
and busy with its brawny sound effects.

Upbeat musical performance
Switch to music and the Yamaha bounds 
along with endless energy and 
confidence, albeit without the Pioneer’s 
outright subtlety. Although it’s a 
generally smooth presentation overall, 
the RX-A1030 favours impact over 
refinement. As a result, Beyoncé’s If I 
Were A Boy struggles to stay under 
control, with every musical element 
vying for attention and losing some 
rhythmic cohesion in the process.

The amp itself is a hefty, solidly built 
aluminium chassis, available in black 
and titanium finishes. The front panel is 
neat and sleek, with various controls and 
inputs hidden away under the flap.

You can connect the receiver to your 
home network using an ethernet 
connection, which will let you browse 
the music libraries, and you can also 
stream files from your laptop or NAS 
device over DLNA.

We really like Yamaha’s AV Controller 
app. It’s free to download for Apple and 
Android devices, and its simple layout 
makes a lot more sense than the 
now-dated (and soon-to-be-updated) 
on-screen interface of the amp itself.

We have our niggles with this Yamaha 
– it’s not quite as subtle, precise and 
dynamic as some rivals – but there’s no 
denying the power and impact it has 
when driving explosive-filled films  
on Blu-ray. This is an action-packed 
amplifier, and its meaty bass and solid 
sound will win over many users.

Effects are steered 
with satisfying 
precision on the fully 
featured RX-A1030

Rating ★★★ ★
FOR Fantastic surround steering; muscular, 
impactful bass; energetic performance; build

AGAINST Needs more subtlety and control; 
the best rivals sound bigger and more spacious

VERDICT An enjoyable amplifier that delivers 
big-time on power and muscle
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AV RECEIVERS TEST

Four brands, four audio giants – which makes the win  
for the Pioneer SC-LX57 all the more impressive

Pioneer SC-LX57
93,000 ★★★★★

When it comes to delivering 
the best surround-sound 
experience at this price, 

Pioneer still reigns supreme. Despite 
strong competition from Denon and 
Yamaha, the SC-LX57’s performance 
stands head and shoulders above the 
rest. That fact that we’d willingly pay 
the extra for this receiver over its 
cheaper rivals is a testament to how 
good it really is. 

Its closest rival is the Yamaha 
RX-A1030, which aims for maximum 
impact and power. It’s a warm, energetic 
performance with deep, punchy bass 
and some seriously talented surround 
steering, but it lacks the outright 
refinement and timing of the Pioneer. 

Channels/power 7/125W 
Impedence 8 ohms  Optical digital  
in 2  HDMI inputs/outputs 7/3 
Network Yes  3D/4K capable Yes 
Dimensions (hwd) 17 x 43 x 38cm 
Weight 12kg

Channels/power 7/125W 
Impedence 8 ohms  Optical digital  
in 2 HDMI inputs/outputs 8/2 
Network Yes  3D/4K capable Yes 
Dimensions (hwd) 17 x 44 x 38cm 
Weight 8kg 

Channels/power 9/190W 
Impedence 6 ohms  Optical digital  
in 2  HDMI inputs/outputs 9/3 
Network Yes 3D/4K capable Yes 
Dimensions (hwd) 19 x 44 x 44cm  
Weight 15kg

Channels/power 7/110W 
Impedence 8 ohms  Optical digital  
in 4  HDMI inputs/outputs 8/2 
Network Yes  3D/4K capable Yes 
Dimensions (hwd) 18 x 44 x 43cm 
Weight 15kg 

Denon AVR-X4000
1,34,900 ★★★★

Harman Kardon AVR 370
74,990 ★★★

Pioneer SC-LX57
93,000 ★★★★★

Yamaha RX-A1030
1,04,000 ★★★★

The Denon AVR-X4000 takes the 
opposite approach, bringing sparkling 
clarity and control to its performance. 
Taut, precise and excellent with voices, 
it’s a worthy contender, but its hard 
edge left us feeling a bit cold. We’d like 
it to loosen up and have a bit more fun. 

Bringing up the rear is the Harman 
Kardon. On the whole it’s a likeable 
performer, backed by a tremendous 
amount of power. It’s loud and beefy, 
but lacks the fast-paced timing and 
detail needed to truly compete with the 
other three amplifiers in this test. 

The Pioneer simply does everything 
its rivals do, but better. It’s a wonderfully 
talented receiver, and deserves a place 
in your home cinema room. 

Facts & figures

VERDICTTEST

THE WINNER

PROJECTOR
Epson EH-TW6100 
1,30,099  ★★★★★ 

Hook this terrific projector to the Pioneer for 
bright and punchy big-screen entertainment

BLU-RAY PLAYER
Marantz UD7007
69,990  ★★★★★

With rich colours, incredible detail and 
smooth motion, this premium Marantz player 

is a perfect source for the Pioneer

SMARTPHONE
Apple iPhone 5s

from 53,500 ★★★★★

Apple’s best just got better with a faster, 
slicker interface that makes streaming audio 

files a smooth and seamless operation

Total build 3,46,499

BUILDERSYSTEM
Try these with the Pioneer SC-LX57
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 Devialet’s original amplifier, the 
D-Premier, caused something of  
a storm in high-end circles. Here 

was a slim unit – looking more akin to a 
pair of posh bathroom scales than any 
traditional piece of hi-fi – that not only 
challenged the very best amplifiers 
around in sound quality, but did it with  
a hybrid electronic design that was as 
innovative as any we’ve come across.

A few years on and the company has 
enjoyed massive investment. The result 
is a three-strong range of amplifiers to 
replace the original. The 110 is the baby 
of the range: it may look much like the 
original, but it sells for half the money. 

Look for the areas where money has 
been saved and you’ll find them. Power 
is down from 240W per channel to (as 
the model name implies) 110W per 
channel. That shiny casework is subtly 
different, as is the distinctive remote 
control – both look and feel less luxurious 
than the original, but still have more 
than enough quality for the price, even if 
the finish is a magnet for fingerprints.

A chip off the old block
The heart of the 110 is still pure Devialet. 
Take off the cover and look inside and 
we’d bet a sack of money that even 
experienced electronic engineers would 
struggle to figure out how the circuit 
works. Devialets are like no other amps 
on the market, and don’t use any of the 
conventional circuit structures. Like its 
siblings, the 110 has a clever arrangement 
whereby a low-power, high-quality Class 
A amplifier works in tandem with a more 
powerful Class D circuit to drive the 
speakers. The idea is to deliver top-quality 
sound from a compact, environmentally 
friendly box, and it works.

All the internal workings happen in 
the digital domain, so even analogue 
signals (including those from a record 
player) are converted before the 
amplifier processes the signal.

Go configure
The cleverness extends well beyond  
the electronic design and space-age 
appearance though. Devialet has had  
a fresh look at the features set too. Like 
the D-Premier before it, this amplifier  
is configurable.

The physical connections at the back 
include optical, coax and USB as well as 
a pair of RCAs. Each of these can be 
fine-tuned to an appropriate source, so, 
for example, the analogue RCAs can be 
set for line-level use or configured as a 
phono stage (moving-magnet only in 
this case). All this is done by means of an 
on-line configurator, which downloads 
onto an SD card. The SD card fits into a 
rear-panel slot and the 110 automatically 
uploads the configuration data.

Connect the 110 into your network 
wired or wirelessly (with an optional 

module), and this amplifier will 
even stream music from your 
computer. Just download 
suitable software (Mac or PC) and 
off you go. It’s easy to implement, 
and the losses involved in going 
wireless are far less than such  
a connection normally entails. 
There are even iOS and Android 
smartphone apps that control 
volume level and source selection.

The Devialet’s unusual shape 
means that while it can be used 
in a conventional manner on a 
decent equipment rack, it’s also 
suitable for wall mounting.  

A ‘window’ on the 
underside of the sleek 
casework affords a view 
of the 110’s circuitry

Distinctive remote has 
dual-function buttons 
but is not always as 
responsive as it might be

>

TECH SPECS
Type Integrated
Power 110W
Line level in 1
MM phono in 1
MC phono in 0
USB in Yes
Tape loops 0
Preamp out No
Headphone out No
Tone controls Yes
Remote control 
Yes
Dimensions (hwd)  
4 x 38 x 38cm

‘‘Devialets are like no other 
amplifiers on the market’’
■ Devialet 110 Integrated amplifier

■ 5,80,000 + VAT ★★★★ ★
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The cleverness extends well 
beyond the electronic design 
and space-age appearance
See overleaf for more detail…

Behind the music
Pierre-Emmanuel Calmel
Co-founder and designer

“Our intention is to 
create the perfect 
balance between 
high-technology and 
exceptional design. 
We deliver this with 

the help of our ADH® (Analogue Digital 
Hybrid) technology, with its clear and 
measurable sonic benefits, and our 
future-proof system architecture: 
configurable firmware with free 
software upgrades. 

ADH® technology uses both 
analogue and digital amplification in 
parallel. The Class A amps provide the 
signal, and are responsible for the sonic 
clarity and purity, while the Class D amps 
deliver the power. Since we made the 
D-Premier amp, we’ve also improved 
the circuit board, and enhanced the 
power supply and signal processing.” 
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Devialet 110

 Profile

That small display changes orientation 
accordingly. Clever.

So it’s unusual and clever, but does 
the 110 sound any good? The answer is a 
resounding ‘yes’. If you’re looking for a 
clean, precise-sounding amplifier we 
don’t think you’ll find better for the 
money. We can’t think of a rival that 
uncovers so much fine detail, making 
even dense pieces of music such as 
Steve Reich’s Music For 18 Musicians 
easy to unravel.

Agility and bass resolution
It’s an agile sound, one that defines the 
leading and trailing edges of notes 
superbly. We’re particularly impressed 
by the way this amplifier renders bass 
frequencies – there’s no sense of blur with 
overlaid notes, and lovely resolution. 

Move on to something harder-edged, 
such as Nirvana’s Nevermind, and the 
Devialet responds with glee. It’s a 
rhythmic amplifier, one with solid 
punch and the ability to communicate 
the aggression in the music well. High 
volumes aren’t an issue either – the amp 
stays astonishingly clean – although in 
the end the limitations of 110W a 
channel are heard. Push too hard and the 
presentation starts to sound a little 
grubby and strained. 

  In detail

We played a range of music, from 
Mahler’s Symphony No.4 (24-bit/192kHz 
fed through the 110’s asynchronous USB) 
to a heavily compressed 256kbps 
version of Eminem’s Mockingbird, and  
in each case the Devialet’s clarity  
and insight impresses. It will show  
up any flaws in the recording but  
never overplays the shortcomings. 

Rating ★ ★★ ★★
FOR Crisp, articulate and massively detailed 
sound; innovative engineering; sleek looks

AGAINST Loses some of its sonic magic at  
low volumes

VERDICT An exceptional all-round package. 
The 110 is an amplifier to lust after

1

2

3

4

1Power supply A traditional arrangement is  
too bulky to fit into the Devialet’s slimline 

casework. The company has therefore chosen to 
follow the switch-mode route to ensure the 110 
has ample reserves of power.

2 Hybrid amplification The heart of  
the Devialet’s innovative design is the 

combination of a powerful Class D circuit working 
with a small but high-quality Class A partner.

3 Input processor The 110 works in the digital 
domain throughout, so even analogue signals 

from, say, a record player are converted to digital 
before the process can begin.

4Configurable inputs Sockets can be assigned 
specific functions using online software 

downloaded onto an SD card which is then loaded 
into the back of the amplifier.

It’s unusual and clever, and if you’re looking for 
a clean, precise-sounding amplifier we don’t 
think you’ll find better for the money. We can’t 
think of a rival that uncovers so much detail

Even the power 
button exhibits the 
design flair apparent 
all over this amplifier

areas when the volume level drops, but 
the effect here is far more obvious. We’d 
even go as far as to say if you regularly 
listen to music at very low volumes this 
is probably not the amplifier for you.

Hot stuff
Play the amplifier at the kind of volume 
levels it encourages and it runs pretty 
hot too. Make sure it has plenty of 
ventilation to prevent overheating.

Is the 110 a D-Premier on the cheap? 
For the most part it is. The sacrifices in 
build are well judged and, for outright 
clarity, we think the cheaper option is 
good enough to worry the older amp.

As a package we can’t think of another 
option that marries such sonic skill in 
such a neat and stylish package. 
Provided the low-volume issues don’t 
bother you, this amplifier positively 
demands an audition.Surprisingly, despite the tonal neutrality 

and precision, this amplifier doesn’t fall 
into the trap of sounding clinical or 
sterile either. The joy and energy in music 
is kept intact and communicated well.

Drop the volume right down and the 
story changes a bit. The impressive clarity 
remains for the most part, but the sound 
loses a surprising amount of dynamic 
sparkle and rhythmic cohesion. Most 
amplifiers suffer from losses in these 

Consider if you want fine sound and 
clever tech in a compact, stylish package.
Highlight Innovation is rare in high-end 
hi-fi, but the 110 really is cutting-edge.
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The Arcam is a touch slower than some to 
respond to input commands – but it sounds
so good that we can forgive it that



Arcam’s AVR750 is a rare thing: a 
surround amplifier that sounds   
 really good with music. There’s 

no secret ingredient here – just a careful, 
holistic approach to sonic engineering. 

Even something as apparently simple 
as the volume control is carefully thought 
out. In the AVR750 it’s a resistive-ladder 
arrangement, as seen on some high-end 
stereo preamplifier designs – it has only 
a single resistor in the signal path at any 
one time. This approach improves clarity 
and reduces distortion.

Power amp’s mixture of modes
The power amplifier section is unusual 
too. It works in a mixture of class A and 
Class G modes.

Circuitry working in Class A mode has 
long been thought of as having the best 
sound, but there are issues in terms of 
energy consumption and the resultant 
heat generated. Class G (something we 
rarely come across) modulates the power 
supply rails depending on demand to 
optimise efficiency – extra power is 
provided only when it’s needed.

The AVR750, with its seven power 
amplifier channels (each rated at 100 
watts output into 8ohms), would need 
heatsinks the size of a washing machine 
to get rid of all that heat if working solely 
in Class A. Arcam’s solution is to use 
Class A up to 30 watts output and then 
switch to Class G when really high 
power-levels are required. It’s a clever 
compromise resulting in plenty of  
poke, lots of quality and acceptable 
amounts of heat.

General build quality is good. The 
AVR750 feels solid and well finished 
– but, it has to be said, not significantly 
classier than Yamaha’s RX-A3030, which 
retails for about as half as much. That 
the amplifier is a little dim-witted when 
it comes to responding to commands 
doesn’t help matters. Yet get past these 
numerous niggles and it’s clear that 
Arcam has a sonic winner. 

Play the action-packed John Carter 
with the volume cranked up and the 
Arcam responds with glee.  

The AVR750 delivers high volume 
levels with ease, staying clean and 
composed even when pushed by 
large-scale battle scenes. There’s no hint 
of hardness or excess brightness to 
things. Instead, you get a stable and 
composed sound that wraps around the 
listener in a convincing way. Most of all, 
we’re impressed by the detail on offer; 
the Arcam reveals subtleties in the 
soundtrack that few rival offerings  
can communicate. 

Excels at higher volumes
When we started listening, our initial 
feeling was that the Arcam, for all its 
insight, was a little small scale and a 
touch too polite. 

That impression, however, changed as 
volume levels rise. As we watch Michael 
Jackson’s This Is It we’re struck by the 
hide-behind-the sofa slam on offer 
during Smooth Criminal. There’s  
masses of punch here and a dynamic 
reach that leaves the cheaper 
competition well behind.

Price 4,50,000 ★★★★

Highlight The Arcam’s ability with multichannel music is deeply impressive. We haven’t heard a rival that delivers 
surround music with such articulation and cohesion
Consider if You want a one-box amplifier that sounds good with both movies and music

Arcam AVR750
At last: an AV receiver that sounds great with music

 Profile

Even more impressive, and arguably 
the AVR750’s star turn, is its rhythmic 
ability. By multichannel standards it’s 
little less than superb. The timing 
relationships between instruments and 
other sounds are delivered with a sense 
of momentum rarely heard from such 
equipment. This makes the music more 
exciting, and certainly more enjoyable.

Switch to stereo music and results are 
very good. We’d still take a dedicated 
stereo amplifier such as Naim’s Nait 5si 
over this Arcam if stereo music 
reproduction was our main priority, but 
for a multichannel unit it is undeniably 
excellent. That highlights a problem: for 
the best AV performance, and the best 
stereo performance, you would do better 
with separate systems – and save 
yourself perhaps a lac in the process. 

Still, the Arcam’s tonality is well judged 
and there’s a lovely balance between 
refinement and attack whether listening 
in surround or stereo. Just keep the 
volume up and you’ll be in for a treat.

If you want one amplifier to do it all, 
this Arcam comes closer to that ideal 
than anything else we’ve heard at this 
price. It’s not flawless, but it is very good.

Most of all, we’re impressed by the 
detail on offer, with the Arcam revealing 
subtleties in the soundtrack that few 
rival offerings would communicate

Rating ★★★★
FOR Excellent with multichannel music; 
subtlety with sound tracks; stereo performance

AGAINST Lacks a bit of bite at low volume; 
user interface lacks slickness; pricey 

VERDICT One of the few AV amps to do a 
great job with both moves and music

TECH SPECS
Channels/power 
7x100W
Surround Modes 
Dolby Pro-Logic II, IIx, 
Dolby Digital EX, 
Dolby Digital Plus, 
Dolby TrueHD, DTS 
Neo: 6, DTS-ES, DTS 
96/24, DTS-HD, DTS 
Master Audio   
Video upconversion 
Yes
Video scaling 1080p
Tuners FM, DAB, 
internet
Auto setup yes
Room EQ yes
Audio inputs HDMI 
x7, Coaxial digital x4, 
Optical digital x2, 
USB, Analogue audio 
x6, ethernet
Video inputs HDMI 
x7, Component x3, 
Composite x4, 
ethernet
Audio outputs HDMI 
x2, analogue audio, 
preouts x8
Video outputs HDMI 
x2 
Dimensions (hwd)  
17 x 43 x 43cm
Weight 17kg

Arcam AVR750
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Try it out today.

Apple users can download Magzter from the ‘App Store’.
Android users can download Magzter from ‘Android Market’.

All you need to do is download the free ‘Magzter’ app and get your copy now.
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ST KIT REVIEWEDINDIA’S HOTTES OFF THE SHELF

Why you should read?
Off-the-shelf is a collection of the hottest and 
newest products in Indian stores this month 
and selected from a variety of locations so 
regardless of where you live in India, you will 
never be far away from a dealer who can fix 
you up with one of these systems. If it’s out 
there, it’s in here!

Expert opinion
What Hi Fi? (India) has some of the finest ears 
in the country, enabling a product review of 
superior credibility and authenticity. Our 
expert reviewers have more than 20 years of 
collective experience and this helps them 
make accurate judgments of every kind of 
hi-fi equipment thrown at them.

Price sensitivity
Like all product reviews in WHF, Off-the-shelf 
will also rely on the price to performance ratio 
to derive its verdict. While we are audiophiles 
at heart, we also sometimes listen to our 
minds. Not just to keep matters interesting 
but also for mere survival! If a product sounds 
like God but costs as much as His blessings, 
we’d rather put our money on the underdog 
and have enough savings for a decent set of 
interconnects!

Official and Certified
You can rest assured since all equipment 
tested in Off-the-shelf has been sourced from 
only the authorized agents in India, dispelling 
any doubts concerning quality of the sales, 
service or installation. If you read about it in 
Off-the-shelf, you can buy it with confidence.

Listening Room
The What Hi Fi? Team has been hard at  
work reviewing kit fresh from the AV oven 
and putting it through the paces in our 
dedicated listening rooms. With a state-of-
the-art space to accomodate even bigger 
equipment and better acoustics, you can rely 
on our reviews for the most accurate 
impression of a new product. Helping us 
achieve this level of AV perfection are brands 
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Bose SoundTouch 20
32,512

TECH SPECS
Display OLED Remote Infrared Connectivity
Aux, AirPlay, Ethernet Supported Audio 
Formats MP3, WMA, AAC, ALAC
WiFi 802.11 b/g Weight 3.18kg

NEED TO KNOW

7.4
in

12.4in

When it’s a matter of simply playing 
music or movies without a fuss, the 
name that first comes to most people’s 
minds is Bose. The new SoundTouch 
aggregates music from your iTunes  
library, internet radio stations and online 
music services to give you unparalleled 
choice in music and sleepless nights to 
its biggest competitor, Sonos. Having 
ruled the multi-room audio market for 
years, Sonos has become the go-to 
solution for custom installers and 
DIY-ers who don’t have a degree in 
electrical engineering. But Bose’s plan is 
to usurp this industry standard by 
making listening to music as easy as 
flicking a light switch. 

Though Bose doesn't furnish details 
about the specifications of its systems, it 
is safe to assume that the SoundTouch 
20 may have twin full-range drivers with 
a substantial tube loading to enhance 
the low-frequency output and impact. 
But it’s not really the acoustic design 
that will be talking point of the 
SoundTouch systems in any sales pitch. 
That honour will go to the brand new 
SoundTouch app that Bose has designed 
from the ground up for iOS, Android, PC 
and Mac operating systems. It 
beautifully integrates multiple 

SoundTouch systems you may have 
around your home and lets you stream 
music to one or all simultaneously. Let’s 
clear any potential confusion there may 
arise. The Bose SoundTouch systems are 
capable of streaming music via AirPlay 
from any iTunes library on the same 
network or directly from any iOS device. 
It will also play thousands of internet 
radio stations from around the world 
and also Pandora, Deezer and 
iHeartRadio wherever available, but 
since these aren’t available in India, for 
local customers this is a no show. It also 

won’t stream via Bluetooth, so using an 
Android device to stream directly is also 
eliminated. FM radio isn’t supported 
either making the proposition sound 
weak but hang on, there’s more to this 
concept than meets the eye.

The real clincher here is the ability to 
easily manage multiple systems around 
the house and the option to listen to 
music at the touch of a button. The 
dominant buttons on the remote and the 
top panel of the main unit are six preset 
access buttons and these can be set to 
play anything from a specific song from 
your iTunes library, a playlist or any 
internet radio station of your choice. All 

this comes with the added bonus of the 
typical punchy Bose sound. Bass is 
propulsive and sometimes even 
overpowers the midrange detail but it 
always makes for an entertaining 
audition. Don’t expect any real stereo 
separation or imaging since the speakers 
are so close but you do get room-filling 
sound as Bose promises. Pure Heroine by 
the Grammy-winning Lorde is a great 
test of bass depth and definition and the 
Bose justified its price tag by shaking up 
our desks from such a small footprint. 
The highs can get offensive at times and 
they aren’t the most refined, upsetting 
the tonal balance a bit. For the average 
Joe who just wants to play music and 
doesn’t mind tapping his feet to lively 
sound, this is just the ticket. It isn’t 
cheap but if you wish to do a multi-room 
audio system, this is simply the best  
way to go about it. 

Rating
FOR Ease of use and set-up, great app, isn’t 
shy of waking up the neighbours

AGAINST Limited streaming options for India, 
tonal balance can be unsettling, pricey

VERDICT A whole new way of listening to 
music. Not just for you but the entire family!

YOU’LL NEED
Ethernet or wireless 
network around the 
house for it to work

MAKE SURE
There is an Apple Mac OS at 
the heart of the system since 
it works best off iTunes

AVOID
Using wireless connection for 
more than four SoundTouch 
systems in the house

HIGHLIGHT?
SoundTouch app that lets 
you control and optimise 
the entire system remotely

CONSIDER IF
You need a simple 
solution to multi-room 
music without wires

The Bose SoundTouch systems 
are capable of streaming music via 
AirPlay from any iTunes library
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NEED TO KNOW

JBL and its stablemates AKG and 
Harman Kardon have together for 
many years made a wide range of 
headphones in all price ranges. Along 
with its oodles of experience in 
loudspeaker technology (whether it's 
for home or professional use), JBL has 
succeeded in building up a solid brand 
identity that is recognised and 
respected by the vast majority of 
people with any inkling of experience 
in this industry. Some of that 
bottomline expertise goes into this 
month's product - the JBL Bassline.

Sometimes, you can't tell if a pair of 
headphones are going to sound like 
you want them to sound, but one look 
at the name of this pair is a dead 
giveaway. These headphones have 
only one purpose, and that is to bring 
to fore the low frequencies in your 
music, referred to in common popular 
slang as 'pumping up the bass'.

Looking at the box, you get the 
impression that these are good-
looking headphones that give off a 
premium vibe. Unfortunately, the 
actual product doesn't quite look like 
the colour-corrected press image at all. 

The faux-leather clearly looks very 
faux, the glossy coating on the driver 
casing looks tacky under light, and the 
plastic parts were not confidence 
inspiring at all.

We put them on, and despite the 
foam padding being comfortable, they 
hurt our ears after about half an hour. 
The adjustable headband starts at an 
oddly short length, and doesn't 
actually fit around your head till it's 
been nearly completely extended, 
which kind of defeats its purpose 
altogether. Sound is thankfully a bit 
more cooperative. It's an exciting, 
punchy tone that only improves when  
paired with our reference Micromega 
MyDAC and Supra USB cable. The bass, 
while clearly equalized to be more 

aggressive than natural, is never 
overbearing and suitably improves the 
way the low frequencies come forth, 
especially on MP3 files. Obviously, it 
performs much better with electronic 
and hip-hop tracks than with other 
music genres.

JBL unfortunately has got more 
wrong than right in this case, but most 
of that pertains only to design and 
detail. In the important department of 
sound, it has produced exactly what 
the box says, and done it well.

JBL Bassline
6990

CONSIDER IF
You enjoy your music  
full of bass and need 
headphones that 
compliment your high 
energy levels

YOU’LL NEED
To use a good DAC if  
you want to avoid  
those bass headaches

MAKE SURE
You take them off and 
take a break every half 
hour or so for comfort

AVOID
Keeping the volume levels 
too high

HIGHLIGHT
The punch and 
excitement that will 
motivate you to start 
your day

Rating
FOR Big bass, excitement and punch, 
comfortable padding, affordable

AGAINST Tacky finishing, silly headband 
design, uncomfortable over long periods, the 
excessive bass can give you a headache

VERDICT It's a bit of a niche product in that it 
won't suit everyone, but it has its advantages

TECH SPECS
Connectivity 3.5mm Driver 40mm Type 
Closed-back on-ear Accessories included 
Cable with in-line mic, carry case

The bass, while clearly amplified,  
is never overbearing and suitably 
improves low frequencies

NEED TO KNOW

While 4K TVs and wearable gadgets 
made their presence felt at CES this 
year, there was adequate sound tech on 
display that kept us busy. We strolled 
in to the Audio-Technica booth to give 
the new SonicFuel in-ears a listen. 
They are offered an eye-catching colour 
(black, white, red, blue and green) 
options and are designed quite 
radically to offer superior comfort and 
grip. As we tried the X5iS on, we were 
told that the iS models have an in-line 

controller with microphone and 
volume adjustment for managing 
phone calls and music/video playback. 
These are mainly targeted for users 
who like listening to music on the go or 
as they work out. The innovative 
360-degree rotating eartips and the 
rubber fins on each side offer grip 
equivalent to what a Nissan GTR would 
offer you in a tight corner and we love 
that. The comfort level once you 
position them snug in your ears, is 
supreme and after using them for 
almost a month now, its hard to put 
these in-ears down. 

They stay in place as we used them 
relentlessly while in the gym, during 
jogs and while commuting. The in-line 
controls let you answer phone calls and 
also let you increase / decrease volume 
level or skip audio tracks. 

As far as performance goes, these 
would be one of the best things you 
can get your hands on for under $50 or 
roughly 3200. They work just fine 
with MP3 tracks encoded at 320kbps 
but truly shine when you throw higher 
bitrate audio at it. So when we played 
our choice of songs in the Apple 
Lossless, FLAC and WAV format, we 
sure were mind-blown. Play Royals by 
Lorde and you will get pulled in to the 
little nuances of the song with vocals 
coming tight and the soundstage 

reproduced brilliantly.  Lorde’s voice is 
reproduced with authority that could 
shame higher-end in-ears. Bass 
response is clean overall as long as you 
are playing uncompressed audio files 
but we would have liked a tidier 
response at max volume levels. The 
SonicFuel in-ears handle pretty much 
all genres of music well and are fun to 
watch movies with too. If you are 
looking for a light, well-built, superbly 
priced, great sounding pair of in-ears 
for use on the go, these make a great 
buy.

Audio-Technica Sonic-
Fuel ATH CKX5iS

 3135*

CONSIDER IF
You need a solid pair of 
in-ears to use with your 
smartphone / media 
device while on the move 
or in the gym 

YOU’LL NEED
To make sure you insert 
the in-ear tips snug in 
your ear for optimal 
sound reproduction

MAKE SURE
You try the different 
eartips provided in the 
pouch and use the size 
that offers you the best 
comfort and grip 

AVOID
Playing at high volume 
levels 

HIGHLIGHT
Innovative design that 
actually delivers

Rating
FOR Excellent sound detail across range,  
innovative design that truly offers superb 
comfort and grip, decent price, build and 
colour options

AGAINST Bass response at max volume

VERDICT For the price it is offered at, the 
SonicFuel is an absolute steal

TECH SPECS
Connectivity 3.5mm Driver 8mm Weight 10 
grams Accessories included Carrying pouch, 
eartips (XS/S/M/L), C-tips (S/M/L)

Play Royals by Lorde and you will get 
pulled in to the little nuances of the 
song with vocals coming tight

co
A
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Poor Planet Earth. If it’s not being 
invaded by aliens, it’s getting 
overrun by zombies. This time it’s 
the year 2154, and humanity is on 
the receiving end of a lecture.

Humans are split into two 
distinct groups. The rich live on 
Elysium, a gorgeous space station 
where mostly Caucasian people 
divide their time between garden 
parties and magical healing beds. 
The poor (and mostly Hispanic) 
get to stay on an overpopulated 
slum of a planet, where they toil 
and get sick.

And then you get Matt Damon, 
who has robot bits screwed into 
him and ends up a robo-Messiah. 
Elsewhere there’s a shouty 
mercenary (Sharlto Copley, 
wasted) and a murderous 
politician (Jodie Foster, French).

There’s a lot to digest. Dystopia 
is preachy in nature, but director 
Neil Blomkamp really piles on the 
social critique.

That was kept in check with the 
brilliant District 9, but there’s too 
much in Elysium. The overriding 
flavour is the issue of immigration, 
with a sprinkling of healthcare. 
There’s not that much room for 
anything else, which is a shame. 

The flashy science fluff is fun
To an extent this is offset with 
flashy science fluff, which is 
fascinating. Futuristic machinery 
demonstrates imagination, and 
elevates the action from generic to 
vaguely memorable. Bullets fly 
around corners and there’s an 
innovative use of lasers.

But what really intrigues is the 
merging of man and machine. 
There’s no real reason for Matt 
Damon to get an exoskeleton 
drilled into his body, but it works.

Fights are that much more 
lethal, but there’s still a sense of 
vulnerability because it’s not an 
Iron Man-style suit of armour. 

Out this month... 

 Fun enough, but no District 9

The movies, music and games to test your system

Elysium
 Blu-Ray
 Out Now
★★★

Special Features   
● Extended scene

● Visions of 2154 – an interactive 
exploration of the art and design 
of Elysium

● The Journey to Elysium – 
Envisioning Elysium, Capturing 
Elysium, Enhancing Elysium

● In Support of Story: the visual 
effects of Elysium

● The Technology of 2154

● Collaboration: crafting the 
performances in Elysium

● Engineering Utopia: creating a 
society in the sky

Duration 109m
Audio English: DTS-HD   
 Master Audio 7.1
Picture 2.40:1, 1080p

It’s different, refreshing, and it 
should have been afforded more 
attention. Sadly, this film seems 
more concerned with spreading a 
message about socioeconomics. 
Combine that with clichés such as 
the romantic subplot and all the 
good stuff is well outweighed.

It’s a good test disc, though. The 
film looks lovely. Earth’s gritty 
greys and browns contrast sharply 
with the bright whites and vibrant 
hues used to denote the opulence 
of Elysium. 

The DTS-HD Master Audio 7.1 
has a nice mix of nattering, an 
effective score, and explosive 
action that offers plenty of 
opportunities to test your system’s 
scale and effects steering. 

On its own terms, Elysium is a 
fine (if forgettable) 109 minutes. 
But Neil Blomkamp is capable of 
better, and this is a pale shadow of 
his earlier work. Rent this, and 
then watch District 9.

There’s no reason for Matt Damon to get 
an exoskeleton drilled into his body, but 
it works – there’s a sense of vulnerability

Picture

Sound

Extras
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GAMES, MOVIES
& FORTHCOMING

RELEASES
p84

>Music

It’s a strange and awkward corner 
hip-hop has backed itself into during 
the course of this century. The world 
of popular music is shallow and 
narcissistic at the best of times, so for 
hip-hop to stand out as the 
shallowest, most narcissistic and 
intellectually bankrupt of all popular 
genres speaks volumes for the 
dead-end down which it has slowly 
and ostentatiously driven.

That’s to generalise somewhat, of 
course. But once through 
Underground Luxury may be enough 
to convince even hip-hop evangelists 

of the vacuity at the heart of 
mainstream acts like B.o.B. There’s 
the well-worn narrative (‘grew up 
poor and humble, always knew that 
cars and houses and furs and bitches 
could be mine. And now they’re mine, 
thanks to my overwhelming force of 
personality, so everyone else can do 
one’), endless self-aggrandisement, 
casual and relentless misogny, and a 
gimlet-eyed devotion to money for 
money’s sake. The album opens 
ominously with All I Want: “All I want 
is money. Money money money 
money. That’s all I want.”

   
At least it’s a decent test disc
Underground Luxury lists 13 
producers, but musically it’s a 
reasonably unified recording. Low 
frequencies are attacking, 
subterranean and fulsome, requiring 
absolutely iron-fisted control. The 
midrange will need speed and detail if 
the interminable braggadocio is to be 
heard in full. In fact, perhaps it’s 
possible to retrieve too much detail.

Specifications 
Duration 57m 14s
Standout track Back Me Up “Most of 
y’all ain’t got, most of y’all ain’t got no 
swag. Most of y’all bad.”

B.o.B.
Underground Luxury 
Out now 
★★   

VARIOUS ARTISTS 
I Heard The Angels Singing
Out now
★★★★ 

Listen to it this way

The system
Cambridge Audio Minx Xi 55,500 ★★★★★ 
Great sound, particularly adept with dynamics, and  
aptX Bluetooth streaming too 
  
Q Acoustics Concept 20 39,525 ★★★★★ 
Refinement and insight to spare, and impressively 
natural-sounding partners for the Minx Xi 

HTC One 43,499 ★★★★★ 
aptX Bluetooth equipped and about as engaging a 
smartphone sound as we’ve heard 

The system
Roksan Caspian M2 CD 1,98,000 ★★★★★
Speed, rhythmic excellence and low-end wallop all suit 
the album. As does the price and the bling 
 
Roksan Caspian M2 amp 1,88,000 ★★★★★
Dynamic, detailed and not easily overexcited, 
this is the M2 CD player’s perfect partner 

Spendor A6R 2,25,000 ★★★★★  
Brilliantly balanced, dynamic as they come  
and able to charge through a bass-line. Ideal 

Listen to it this way

Subtitled Electrifying Black Gospel 
from the Nashboro Label, 1951 – 1983, 
these four discs do exactly what 
you’d expect: deliver joyful, 
devotional songs with varying 
degrees of surface noise. 

Undoubtedly four discs and a total 
of 80 songs is too much praising for 
one sitting, but judicious dipping in 
and out reveals some irresistable 
gems. In My Saviour’s Care by Sons  
of the South, for instance, is a 
close-harmony tour de force of rare 
power, while The Christland Singers’ 
You Got To Be Born Again seems to 

generate its own light and heat. Bear 
in mind those songs were recorded in 
1951 and 1956 respectively – they 
suffer the indignities of cheap 
recording methods and an utter lack 
of care taken with master-tapes. It 
follows the best sources that are vinyl 
copies, and they’re transferred to CD 
pops, scratches, clicks and all.  
 
An authentic, grimy sound
Fast-forward to 1970’s Wrapped Up, 
Tied Up, Tangled Up by Rev. Cleophus 
Robinson or Troy Ramey and the Soul 
Searchers’ It’s Jesus, Y’All (1977) and 
the sound tidies up dramatically 
without any of the literal Soul Power 
going astray. There’s something about 
the griminess of the earlier records, 
though – there’s somehow more 
authenticity to them.

Either way, I Heard The Angels 
Singing is a treat even for the godless. 
And all of these recordings will test 
your system’s powers of midrange 
resolution. After all, if the voices don’t 
convince there’s very little point.

Specifications
Duration 213m 28s
Standout track Edna Gallmon Cooke 
– At the Gate. A jaunty shuffle with 
brilliant organ accompaniment.

Laurie Anderson: Let X=X You’d 
have thought from the media 
reaction that Laurie Anderson was 
merely Mrs Lou Reed. Emphatically 
not the case.

Busta Rhymes: Thank You Nice to 
be able to call on support from 
heavyweights like Kanye West and 
Q-Tip. A substantial groove, and 
predictably potty-mouthed. 

Tame Impala: Mind Mischief 
If it’s Antipodean psychedelic 
dream-pop you want, don’t look any 
further. This is taken from 2012’s 
splendidly inventive album Lonerism. 

Clara Smith: Rock, Church, Rock 
Billed as “Queen of the Moaners’ – it 
was meant as a compliment – Clara 
excelled with both religious and 
secular material. Guess which this is?

MUSIC highlights 

A cast iron grip on 
timing, fast, decisive 

bass and great control

A modern system 
for this traditional, 

uplifting music
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The Hangover part III
This third outing trades substance 
abuse for kidnapping as an excuse for 
a series of stupid things to happen. 
Oh, and there’s no hangover.

Pain & Gain 
Michael Bay tackles a true story 
about kidnapping, torture, extortion 
and murder. And he reckons it’s 
funny. We really don’t recommend it.

Big Ass Spider!
A delightful and utterly daft 

B-movie in which a pest controller 
and his Mexican sidekick fight CGI 
with casual racism and oneliners.

Riddick
Seen Pitch Black? Seen Chronicles of 
Riddick? It’s somewhere in between: 
neither brilliantly thrilling nor 
comfortingly trashy. It’s fun, though.
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PES 2014
PS3, PC, Xbox 360
★★★★★

Dead Rising 3
Xbox One Out now
★★★

Gran Turismo 6
PS3 Out now
★★★

Zoo Tycoon
Xbox One Out now
★★★★

System tester

It may not quite be a complete 
revolution of the game but it is a step 
forward in the right direction. Pristine 
graphics and a snappy gameplay 
make it very engaging. Everything 
just feels more natural and the game 
really does look like it has matured 
well and will continue to do so. 

This is faster-paced and more serious 
in tone than the previous DR games, 
but most importantly the power of 
Xbox One is used to put hundreds of 
zombies on screen at once, making 
this feel far more epically apocalyptic. 
The low resolution and flakey framerate 
are decidedly not next-gen, though.

At times it looks incredible, but at 
times it looks rubbish. It’s massive 
(1200 cars, loads of tracks), but it’s 
got huge holes (unfinished sound 
effects, no livery editor, poor damage 
simulation). It can be terrifically 
exciting, but it can also be terminally 
boring. GT6 is half a great game.

Build a zoo! Fill it with totally adorable 
animals! Race around your zoo on 
animal-shaped golf buggies! All in 
1080p! Kid-friendly but fairly deep 
and rewarding, Zoo Tycoon is a 
management sim with added 
cuteness. But no, you can’t let a tiger 
loose in the penguin pen.

Movie shorts

On-screen Games

If we were to compile a list of films 
that really don’t need the prequel 
treatment, Psycho would rank highly.

But someone went ahead anyway 
and created a tale of Norman Bates’ 
childhood. For TV. As if that wasn’t 
bad enough, they modernised it – 
with smartphones and all.

Bates Motel reeked of a cynical 
money-grab and was bound to be 
atrocious. Or so we thought.

But it’s good. Really good. Set 
aside the Hitchcock purism and you 
get a dark tale about a troubled 
mother and son, played by Vera 
Farmiga and Freddie Highmore with 
creepy empathy. Factor in the 
small-town fishiness of Twin Peaks 
and it’s seriously compelling.

Admittedly it’s a little odd to see 
Norman Bates with an iPhone, but it 
takes little away from the sense of 
eeriness woven throughout.

Bates Motel isn’t here to set up 
the events of Psycho. It’s more 
concerned with dark, mysterious 
drama. And it’s marvellous.

Bates Motel, Season One
Blu-ray 
Out Now
★★★★

Watch it this way
The system
Panasonic TH-L42E6D 

65,000 ★★★★★
Weep for the demise of Pana plasma

Sony BDP-S490 
13,990 ★★★★★

Will pay for itself in no time. Superb

Yamaha RX-V375  
30,990 ★★★★★

Sounds a fair bit more expensive 

DALI Zensor 1 5.1 
1,56,000 ★★★★★

Born to entertain. And inform
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Blu-ray playersS

Product 

�  
Tested Verdict  

Premium
Samsung UA46ES8000 

1,55,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ A benchmark set for 2012 

Samsung UA55ES8000 
2,67,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A towering bruiser, with an added control twist 

Samsung PS64E8000 
2,37,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ This is as smart as smart TV gets 

Sharp LC-60LE925E 
4,09,000 04.11/ST ★★★★★ Against its rivals, this big LED loses out 

Toshiba 55ZL2 
7,00,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Struggles at this price level. But it’s the future 
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Product 
�  

Tested Verdict  

Premium
Samsung UA46ES8000 1,55,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ A benchmark set for 2012 

LED 46 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 6

Samsung UA55ES8000 2,67,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A towering bruiser, with an added control twist 

LED 55 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 78

Samsung PS64E8000 
2,37,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ This is as smart as smart TV gets 

Plasma 64 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 88x

Sharp LC-60LE925E 
4,09,000 04.11/ST ★★★★★ Against its rivals, this big LED loses out 

LED 60 1920x1080     4 91x1

Toshiba 55ZL2 
7,00,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Struggles at this price level. But it’s the futu

LED 55 3840x2160 ● ● ●  4 79x1

LCD, LED & PLASMA TVS | HOME CINEMA
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Premium
Samsung UA46ES8000 1,55,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ A bA enchmark set for 2012 

LED 46 1920x1080 ● ●

Samsung UA55ES8000 2,67,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A tA owering bruiser, with an added control twist

LED 55 1920x1080 ● ●

Samsung PS64E8000 
2,37,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ This is as smart as smart TV gV ets 

Plasma 64 1920x1080 ● ●

Sharp LC-60LE925E
CC

4,09,000 04.11/ST ★★★★★ Against its rivals, this big Lg ED loses out 

LED 60 1920x1080   

Toshiba 55ZL2
TT

7,00,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Struggles at this price level. But it’s the futu

LED 55 3840x2160 ● ● ●
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Blu-ray players
Smart ability Extend s the viewing choice beyond discs w
Multichannel out Analo

Product 
�  Tested Verdict  

Premium
Samsung UA46ES8000 1,55,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ A benchmark set for 2012 

LED 46 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 61x104x3

Samsung UA55ES8000 2,67,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A towering bruiser, with an added control twist 
LED 55 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 78x136x38

Samsung PS64E8000 2,37,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ This is as smart as smart TV gets 

Plasma 64 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 88x149x5

Sharp LC-60LE925E 4,09,000 04.11/ST ★★★★★ Against its rivals, this big LED loses out 
LED 60 1920x1080     4 91x144x4

Toshiba 55ZL2 
7,00,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Struggles at this price level. But it’s the future 

LED 55 3840x2 ● ●  4 79x125x4

LCD, LED & PLASMA TVS | HOME CINEMA
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BUYER’S GUIDEBUYER S GUIDE
Welcome to India’s best guide to TVs, hi-fi, home 
cinema and MP3, with full specs and ratings for 
hundreds of products.

Browse by section:  
categories are arranged 
logically, with products 
accompanied by price, 
date and star rating.

 Entries have a star rat-
ing followed by a concise 
summary of the review, 
so you can easily find the 
product for you.

We offer the most 
comprehensive list of 
technical specifications 
for each and every  
product we’ve reviewed. 

Up to date and to the point

How to use us

We’ve put the Buyers Guide through a much  
needed refresher. All prices and products are now 
up to date and current, and there are also a few 
tips and tricks for getting the best out of your kit.

We can help

21 3

BUYER’S GUIDE
The No.1 source of expert advice. Now, fully updated!

Ali Pardiwala
Editor, Buyer’s Guide
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LCD, LED & plasma TVs
LCD Once only in smaller screens; now the most common type of panel
LED This refers to the kind of backlighting used on an LCD panel 
Plasma The rival to LCD, now usually only seen on larger screens

 Product  Tested Verdict  

Budget      

LG 42LK450 49,990 03.11/ST ★★★★★ There’s the occasional flaw but this LCD is good value LED 42 1920x1080     3 64x10x67

LG 32LV3500 43,990 07.11/FT ★★★★★ This LG represents superb value for money LED 26 1920x1080  ● ●  2 29x65x45

LG 32LS5700 42,500 02.13/ST ★★★★★ This budget TV gets the basics right LED 32 1920x1080   ●  3 46x75x36

LG 50PA6500 75,000 01.13/GT ★★★★★ Good picture and price, but we’d like more detail Plasma 50 1920x1080   ●  3 70x117x5

Panasonic TH-L24X5D 18,490 12.12/GT ★★★★★ Smooth and accomplished picture with so-so colours LED 24 1920x1080   ●  2 37x57x5

Panasonic TH-L32E5D 45,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Great value if you’re not fussy about 3D LED 32 1920x1080 ●  ●  4 47x76x5

Panasonic TH-P50X50D 65,900 01.13/GT ★★★★★ Hard to beat on performance per rupee Plasma 50 1024x768   ●  2 72x118x8

Samsung UA32EH5000 35,000 01.12/FT ★★★★★ Fine for the money, but needs more dark detail LED 32 1920x1080   ●  2 50x45x9.3

Samsung UE32ES5600 44,000 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Exciting, but the same money could buy better LED 32 1920x1080 ●  ●  3 45x74x5

Mid

LG 32LM6200 51,000 11.12/GT ★★★★★ A good effort with tough competition LED 32 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 47x75x4

LG 42LM6690 98,000 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Good screen, good price, tough competition LED 42 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 57x95x3

Toshiba 42SL738 68,990 03.11/ST ★★★★★ Unable to reach class-leading performance LED 42 1920x1080     4 62x100x4

Panasonic TH-L42ET50 94,900 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Good effort, great images, beaten by direct rivals LED 42 1920x1080  ● ●  4 60x99x4

Panasonic TH-P50ST50D 1,15,900 12.11/FT ★★★★★ Impeccable performance at an eye-catching price Plasma 50 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 74x120x7

Samsung PS51E550 82,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A pedigree 50in plasma at a steal of a price Plasma 51 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 72x120x6

Samsung UA32ES6200 50,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Great, feature-packed TV but with tough competition LED 32 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 45x75x5 

Samsung UA40ES6800 94,900 07.12/FT ★★★★★ Good spec and looks, but the backlight isn’t great LED 40 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 67x92x33

LG 42LW6500 1,04,990 10.11/ST ★★★★★ A killer combination of price, looks and images LED 42 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 62x101x3

LG 47LM6700 1,20,000 05.12/FT ★★★★★ Great spec, great looks, great performance LED 47 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 63x106x3

LG 55LM7600 2,01,000 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Scores on value and features. A solid all-rounder LED 55 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 72x123x34

LG 55LW6500 1,94,900 11.11/ST ★★★★★ A well priced set with good picture quality LED 55 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 79x130x3

Panasonic TH-P42GT50D 1,18,900 10.12/GT ★★★★★ This sensational all-rounder remains a favourite Plasma 42 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● 4 60x99x5

Panasonic TH-L47ET50D 1,18,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ This set gets plenty more right than it gets wrong LED 47 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 66x110x4

Panasonic TH-P50GT50D 1,38,900 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 50-52in TV, Awards 2012 Plasma 50 1920x1080 ● ● ● ● 4 70x117x4.7

Samsung PS51E8000 1,00,000 06.12/FT ★★★★★ A big-screen plasma that should be tried out Plasma 51 1920x1080 ●  ●  3 71x119x5

Samsung UE46ES6200 1,04,900 08.12/ST ★★★★★ A fine performer – but with strong competition LED 46 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 64x107x5

Sony KDL-42W800A 82,900 08.13/ST ★★★★★ A great-looking TV with many strengths LED 42 1920x1080 ●  ● ● 4 58x97x6

Premium

Ad Notam DTV550 8,25,000  ★★★★★ Not yet rated  LCD 40 1920x1080 ● ● ●  6 89x96x6

Ad Notam CO650-6 M 14,05,300  ★★★★★ Not yet rated  LED 47 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 61x105x4

LG 55LM9600 3,10,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Impressive, but let down by price and sound LED 55 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 77x122x4

LG 84LM9600 17,00,000 02.13/FT ★★★★★ Stunning with Ultra High Def, but ordinary elsewhere LED 84 3840x2160 ●  ●  4 102x190x4 

Sony KDL-55W950A 2,24,900 07.13/GT ★★★★★ A great-looking TV but a few issues knock it down a star LED 55 920x1080 ● ●  ● 4 72x124x6 

Sony KDL-65X9004A 4,04,900 08.13/FT ★★★★★ Good looks and great sound but needs 4K material to shine LED 65 3840x2160 ●  ● ● 4 90x168x10 

Panasonic TH-P65ST50D 2,62,900 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best 60in+ TV, Awards 2012 Plasma 65 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 89x151x5

  Sony KDL-40HX850
Awards 2012: Best 40-42in Television

  Sony KDL-32HX750
Awards 2012: Best 32in Television

  Panasonic TH-P50GT50
Awards 2012: Best 50-52in Television

The shortlist

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR
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Blu-ray players
Smart ability Extends the viewing choice beyond discs with streaming apps
Multichannel out Analogue outputs that feed high quality sound to a non-HDMI receiver
Twin HDMI outputs These are used if you have two displays, say a projector and a TV

Our recommendations
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Projectors
Screens Buy one of these. A painted white wall is simply not good enough
Noise Fan noise can be a major issue if you sit close your projector
Lamp life Projector bulbs have limited lifespans and need to be changed regularly

Our recommendations
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Product  Tested Verdict  

Premium

Samsung UA46ES8000 1,55,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ A benchmark set for 2012 LED 46 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 61x104x3

Samsung UA55ES8000 2,67,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ A towering bruiser, with an added control twist LED 55 1920x1080 ● ● ●  4 78x136x38

Samsung PS64E8000 2,37,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ This is as smart as smart TV gets Plasma 64 1920x1080 ● ● ●  3 88x149x5

Sharp LC-60LE925E 4,09,000 04.11/ST ★★★★★ Against its rivals, this big LED loses out LED 60 1920x1080     4 91x144x4

Toshiba 55ZL2 7,00,000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Struggles at this price level. But it’s the future LED 55 3840x2160 ● ● ●  4 79x125x4

Product  Tested Verdict  

Budget

LG BP420 14,990 06.12/ST ★★★★★ An enjoyable and vibrant performance 1 1 0 No 4x43x19

Panasonic DMP-BDT220 11,990 06.12/GT ★★★★★ Best Blu-ray player (Budget), Awards 2012 1 1 0 No 4x43x18

Pioneer BDP-450 19,990 01.12/FT ★★★★★ This budget deck is a real rival for the top performers 2 0 1 No 9x44x25

Pioneer BDP-LX55 30,000 03.12/ST ★★★★★ Essentially, you can’t go wrong with this disc spinner 2 1 0 8ch 9x43x25

Sony BDP-S380 8990 07.11/FT ★★★★★ Best Blu-ray player up to 10,000, Awards 2011 1 0 1 No 4x43x20

Sony BDP-S480 14,990 06.11/GT ★★★★★ The Sony’s just where you’d expect it to be: jostling for top honours 1 1 0 No 4x43x20

Sony Playstation 3 (2012) 16,990 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Super slim PS3 feels less special, but it’s still  multi-talented 1 1 0 No 6x29x23

Mid-Premium

Cambridge Audio Azur 751BD 66,000 08.11/GT ★★★★★ Ideal for those who want more than a budget player 2 1 1 8ch 9x43x31

Cambridge Audio Azur 752BD 83,900 04.13/FT ★★★★★ Features and functions combine in fine style, but audio performance could be a little better 2 1 1 8ch 9x43x31

Denon DBP-2012UD 39,900 04.12/GT ★★★★★ The price makes this disc spinner even more appealing 1 0 1 8ch 11x43x32 

Marantz UD7006 69,999 04.12/GT ★★★★★ A splendid master of all trades 1 0 1 8ch 11x44x33

Marantz UD7007 53,900 12.12/FT ★★★★★ With the right system, this is Blu-ray heaven 1 1 1 No 11x44x31

Marantz UD8004 1,35,856 03.10/FT ★★★★★ A brilliant player – if you want one box to do it all 1 1 1 8ch 12x44x39

Onkyo BD-SP809 45,000 04.12/GT ★★★★★ A fine choice, but not an all-rounder 2 1 1 No 10x43x31

Oppo BDP-93EU 56,250 04.12/GT ★★★★★ Perfect for the midrange Blu-ray player market 2 1 1 8ch 8x43x31

Product  Tested Verdict  

Budget-Mid

BenQ W1060 89,990 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Solid effort for a budget projector DLP 1.59-1.9 1920x1080 2000 2 1 1 1 15x33x25 3.6

BenQ W1200 95,000 04.12/ST ★★★★★ Best projector (budget), Awards 2012 DLP 1.44-2.1:1 1920x1080 1800 2 0 1 1 14x34x26 3.6

Epson EH-TW5900 1,10,000 04.12/GT ★★★★★ Sturdy and impressively spec’d LCD 1.32-2.15:1 1920x1080 2000 2 0 1 1 14x42x37 6

Optoma HD33 1,55,000 12.11/FT ★★★★★ Great performance-per-rupee projector DLP 1.5-1.8 1920x1080 1800 2 0 1 1 12x38x31 4.5

Premium

Epson EH-TW4500 2,02,500 02.11/GT ★★★★★ Best projector (mid), Awards 2012 LCD 1.64-2.37 1920x1080 1600 2 0 0 1 14x45x36 7.5

Optoma HD83 4,05,000 02.12/FT ★★★★★ Healthily priced,with a solid performance DLP 1.45x2.28 1920x1080 1600 2 0 0 1 19x49x37 8.4

Mid-Premium

LCD, LED & PLASMA TVS | HOME CINEMA
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Projectors Jargon Buster

D-ILA (Direct Drive 
Image Light 
Amplification)
Technology predominantly 
used by Sony and JVC that aims 
to combine the best of DLP
and LCD designs.

DLP (Digital Light 
Processing)
Once dominant technology 
that can still deliver great 
pictures with rich colours and 
properly deep blacks. It’s big 
rival is LCD.

LCD (Liquid Crystal 
Display) 
As with televisions, LCD 
projectors were once only seen 
at lower prices. It’s now moved 
upmarket and can produce 
excellent results.

FPS (Frames Per 
Second)
Films at the cinema run at 
24fps. If your Blu-ray disc 
doesn’t run at the same rate 
your projector must be 
adjusted accordingly. 

Keystone Correction
A misshapen image caused by 
an off-centre projector can be 
cured by keystone adjustments 
(usually found in the menu of 
the projector) but at the 
expense of resolution.

JVC DLA-X7 BenQ W1200 Epson EH-TW4400 FPS

The image 
path is 

shorter along 
the top

The image 
path is 

shorter along 
the bottom
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AV receivers & amplifiers
Budget Well-equipped and deliver convincing surround sound
Mid There are gains in features, build quality and sonic performance
Premium Real powerhouses that pack loads of features and cinema-style sound

Our recommendations

Premium

JVC DLA-X3 3,90,000 04.11/FT ★★★★★ Pretty terrific in most repects D-ILA 1.64-2.37 1920x1080 1300 2 0 1 1 18x46x47 15

JVC DLA-X30 3,90,000 02.12/GT ★★★★★ Seriously impressive for the price D-ILA 1.40-2.80 1920x1080 1300 2 0 0 1 18x46x47 15

JVC DLA-X7 5,75,000 06.11/FT ★★★★★ Huge and bright with detailed 3D D-ILA 1.40-2.80 1920x1080 1300 2 0 1 1 18x46x47 15

Runco LightStyle LS-5 6,20,000 01.11/FT ★★★★★ Glorious pefrormance at a high price DLP 1.85-2.40 1920x1080 754 2 0 1 1 20x45x53 10

SIM2 C3X Lumis 3D-S 34,31,250 11.11/FT ★★★★★ The best 3D projector we’ve ever seen DLP 1.82-2.48:1 1920x1080 3000 2 0 0 1 46x21x46 11

Product  Tested Verdict  

Budget

Onkyo TX-SR309 32,000 10.11/GT ★★★★★ Does a good job for the money 5x100 3 1   15x44x33

Pioneer VSX-522 24,990 11.12/FT ★★★★★ An agreeable entry-level amp 5x125 4 1  ● 17x44x36

Pioneer VSX-922 42,990 04.13/GT ★★★★★ A highly specified all-round performer that excels at its new price point 5x125 4 1  ● 17x44x36

Yamaha RX-V373 28,990 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best home cinema amplifier (budget), Awards 2012 5x100 4 1  ● 15x44x32

Mid

Denon AVR-1912 45,900 10.11/GT ★★★★★ A fine amp bettered by close rivals 7x90 5 1 ● ● 17x44x38

Onkyo TX-NR515 50,000 11.12/GT ★★★★★ The amplifier to beat in 2012, now beaten 7x130 8 2 ● ● 17x44x33

Denon AVR-2113 49,900 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Solid, likeable option for both novices and enthusiasts 7x125 6 1 ● ● 17x44x33

Denon AVR-2311 69,900 11.10/GT ★★★★★ Still good value, but suffers against its rivals 7/135 5 1  ● 17x43x38

Harman-Kardon AVR-365 59,900 03.12/ST ★★★★★ Great looks, but lacks some precision 7x110 6 1  ● 17x44x39

Onkyo TX-NR609 55,000 12.11/ST ★★★★★ Product of the Year 2011 - Home Cinema Amplifiers 7x160 6 1 ● ● 18x44x33

Onkyo TX-NR709 70,000 11.11/GT ★★★★★ A truly excellent home cinema amp 7x170 8 2 ● ● 17x44x38

Yamaha RX-V671 45,000 10.11/GT ★★★★★ An extremely  talented amplifier 7x125 6 1  ● 16x43x36

Yamaha RX-V673 56,990 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Best home cinema amplifier (budget-mid), Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 7x150 6 1  ● 17x44x36

Mid-Premium

Arcam AVR-400 TBA 05.11/GT ★★★★★ Another Arcam receiver to hit the spot 7x90 5 1   17x44x43

Denon AVR-4311 1,59,900 05.11/GT ★★★★★ Lots for rivals to admire and envy 9x170 7 2 ● ● 17x43x41

Onkyo TX-NR1009 1,30,000 03.12/ST ★★★★★ An incredibly talented amplifier 9x180 8 2 ● ● 20x44x44

Onkyo TX-NR808 85,000 11.10/GT ★★★★★ Best receiver (Mid), Awards 2010. Amazing value 7x180 7 2 ●  20x44x44

Onkyo TX-NR818 95,000 09.12/FT ★★★★★ Impressive  AV amp with features aplenty 7x180 8 2 ● ● 34x59x55
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Subwoofers
Sealed cabinet Tends to produce the tightest bass but limits outright quantity
Reflex port A more common design that tends to deliver more bass
Room equalisation Evens out the sub’s response to produce a more balanced sound
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Pioneer SC-LX56 85,000 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best home cinema amplifier (mid-premium), Awards 2012 9x170 8 2 ● ● 19x44x44

Mid-Premium

Pioneer SC-LX86 1,35,000 03.13/ST ★★★★★ Thrilling sound, thorough specs and clever features are a winning combination 9x190 8 3 ● ● 19x44x44

Yamaha RX-A1010 89,990 03.12/ST ★★★★★ A receiver with huge but fluid delivery 7x170 8 2 ● ● 18x44x43

Yamaha RX-A1020 89,990 04.13/FT ★★★★★ Delivering excitement, detail and precision, this is a brilliantly capable all-rounder 7x110 8 2 ● ● 18x43x43

Premium

Anthem MRX 700 1,54,000 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Fantastic-sounding and worthy of a serious audition 7x90 4 1   17x44x39

Onkyo TX-NR1010 1,50,000 12.12/FT ★★★★★ Power-packed heavyweight needs a touch more precision 7x200 9 2 ● ● 20x44x59

Onkyo TX-NR3009 1,60,000 04.12/GT ★★★★★ Produces seriously rewarding surround sound 9x200 8 2 ● ● 34x61x60

Onkyo TX-NR3010 1,71,000 03.13/ST ★★★★★ A solid performance but lacks the subtlety to cut it as a complete all-rounder 9x160 9 2 ● ● 20x44x60

Onkyo TX-NR5009 1,90,000 02.12/FT ★★★★★ A truly astonishing amplifier 9x220 8 2 ● ● 34x61x60

Pioneer SC-LX86 1,35,000 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Best Home Cinema amplifier (premium), Awards 2012 9x190 8 3 ●  19x44x414

Yamaha RX-A3020 1,34,990 03.13/ST ★★★★★ A shot across the bows of the class leaders 9x230 8 2 ● ● 19x44x47

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget

Acoustic Energy Neo V2 70,000 02.11/GT ★★★★★ A cracking addition to most systems 200 22  ●  Forward 2 0 ● ● ●   2 41x36x33

B&W ASW610 76,500 05.09/GT ★★★★★ Best subwoofer (budget), Awards 2011 200 25  ●  Forward 1 1   ●  ● 4 31x31x38

Monitor Audio Vector VW-8 24,100 04.10/FT ★★★★★ Capable little sub for an entry-level system 100 20   ● Forward 2 0   ●   2 32x28x28

REL Acoustics T-Zero 41,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ Small and discreet, but limited by size 100 16.5  ●  Downward 2 1   ●   2 24x22x26

Tannoy TS2.10 36,000 03.12/FT ★★★★★ Small, but packs a ferocious punch 300 25 ●   Forward 1 0 ●  ●   3 39x38x33

Velodyne CHT-8Q 32,000 11.10/FT ★★★★★ Velodyne’s strongest budget offering in an age 180 20   ● Forawrd 2 0 ●  ● ● ● 1 39x31x39

Velodyne EQ-Max 8 32,000 04.12/FT ★★★★★ Small, but punches well above its weight 180 20   ● Forward 2 2 ● ● ● ● ● 1 37x33x38

Velodyne Impact-10 25,000 07.09/GT ★★★★★ This sizeable subwoofer needs to be more controlled 150 25   ● Forward 2 2 ● ● ●  ● 4 35x32x37

Velodyne Impact-12 32,000 05.09/GT ★★★★★ Fine sub, more of a movie than a music classic 165 30   ● Forward 2 1  ● ●   1 39x66x45

Wharfedale Diamond 10.MX 28,000 12.09/FT ★★★★★ Hard-hitting but not mindlessly so 150 25   ● Downward 2 2 ● ● ●   7 33x33x37

W’fedale Powercube SPC-10 32,000 11.11/FT ★★★★★ Nearly a terrific subwoofer - but there are issues 215 25  ●  Downward 1 1 ●  ●   8 38x35x31

Mid-Premium

B&W ASW610XP 1,53,000 07.09/FT ★★★★★ Ideal for big bass from a small box 500 25  ●  Forward 2 1   ●  ● 4 32x32x37

M&K Xenon SB -12 68,000 11.08/GT ★★★★★ It’s got attack, drive and style - it’s a must 250 30  ●  Forward 2 2 ● ● ●   2 38x38x44

Monitor Audio Apex AW-12 77,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ Beautiful to look at, and punchy too 500 30.5  ●  Forward 1 0 ●  ●  ● 2 34x34x41

Mordaunt-Short Mezzo 9 65,000 11.08/GT ★★★★★ It’s crude, but has many plus points 375 2x20  ●  Forward 2 2 ● ● ● ● ● 1 32x34x35

REL Acoustics T-7 77,000 02.12/FT ★★★★★ A compact sub with authority 200 20 ●   Downward 2 1   ●   2 30x35x33

Sonos Sub 60,000* 08.12/FT ★★★★★ Sounds great. Makes sense with Sonos Play speakers n/a n/a  ● Inward 0 0   ● ● ● 1 40x38x16

Tannoy TS2.12 50,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ Attractively priced with decent sonics too 500 30.5  ●  Forward 1 0 ●  ●   2 44x43x38

Velodyne CHT-12Q 52,000 02.11/GT ★★★★★ Superb – fully justifies its price tag 225 30.5   ● Forward 2 2 ● ● ● ● ● 1 46x38x50

Velodyne EQ-Max 12 52,000 05.12/GT ★★★★★ Powerful and agile and supremely enjoyable 225 30.5   ● Forward 1 2 ● ● ● ● ● 1 45x42x46

B&W PV1D 1,93,500 05.12/GT ★★★★★ Delivers precision and agility in spades 400 20  ●  Forward 1 0   ● ● ● 2 34x27x36

Paradigm Seismic 110 96,000 10.10/FT ★★★★★ A subwoofer that’s deeply impressive in every sense 850 25  ● Forward 2 0   ●  ● 1 34x30x32

Velodyne SPL-800 Ultra 70,000 12.09/FT ★★★★★ An amazing sub’, that fully deserves top whack 1200 20  ●  Forward 1 1 ●  ● ● ● 4 28x27x27
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Full size Traditional cabinet design that are big but can deliver a great sound
Style Compact speakers that make a lot of sense in smaller living spaces
Bipole/Dipole Surround speaker designs that give a more cohesive soundfield

  Bowers & Wilkins MT-50
Awards 2012: Best Style Package (Mid)

  Q Acoustics 2000i 5.1
Awards 2012: Best Traditional Package (Budget)

  KEF R100 5.1
Awards 2012: Best Traditional Pack (Premium)

The shortlist
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KEF R100 5 1
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget

Boston Ac. Soundware XS SE 33,099 12.11/FT ★★★★★ Just as good as its predecessor: a must-hear  11x11x9 11x11x9 11x11x9 31x28x40 2

Canton Movie 125 MX 39,375* 09.11/GT ★★★★★ A choice compact speaker package 12x9x10 9x20x10 12x9x10 43x24x42 3

Canton Movie 130 75,000 05.12/FT ★★★★★ Likeable and listenable 12x9x10 9x19x10 12x9x10 41x24x42 3

Wharfedale DX-1HCP 45,000 Aw.11/FT ★★★★★ Gets a lot right for this kind of money 19x12x12 12x29x12 19x12x12 34x29x32 2

Cambridge Audio Minx S215 58,500 05.11/FT ★★★★★ Lots to admire here from very little 8x8x9 8x8x9 8x8x9 22x21x22 1

KEF KHT2005.3 85,000 12.08/GT ★★★★★ A proven winner made even better 23x13x15 16x19x15 23x13x15 34x33x33 2

KEF KHT3005 HD2 1,08,000 03.12/FT ★★★★★ Great build with an expansive sound 25x13x15 13x25x15 25x13x15 38x37x18 1

Monitor Audio MASS 80,000* Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best style package (mid), Awards 2012 22x13x13 13x22x13 22x13x13 42x38x38 1

Monitor Audio Vector AV10 59,000 09.09/GT ★★★★★ For those who like big sound, not big boxes 24x15x17 15x35x17 24x15x17 37x32x32 3

Q Acoustics 2000i 5.1 87,750 Aw.11/FT ★★★★★ Best traditional package up to (mid), Awards 2012  23x15x20 23x16x12 23x15x20 23x16x12 2

Q Acoustics Q7000 95,250 12.11/ST ★★★★★ Product of the year - Speaker packages, Awards 2011 24x10x16 12x21x16 24x10x16 37x51x22 2

Tannoy HTS-101 52,000 09.11/GT ★★★★★ Best style package (budget-mid), Awards 2012 16x11x14 11x25x17 16x11x14 42x28x37 1

Mid

B&W 685 Theatre 2,14,875 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Best traditional package (Mid), Awards 2010 23x16x12 34x20x33 27x17x33 26x26x33 6

B&W MT-50 1,91,250 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Best style package (mid-premium), Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR  25x11x16 25x11x16 25x11x16 26x26x33 2

B&W MT-60D 3,28,500 05.12/GT ★★★★★ Best style package (premium), Awards 2012 25x11x16 25x11x16 25x11x16 34x27x36 2

Cabasse Eole 2 88,000 04.10/GT ★★★★★ Enjoyable sound meets decorative looks  13x13x13 13x13x13 13x13x13 33x33x36 2

DALI Fazon 1 1,26,000 07.10/GT ★★★★★ Preferable in many ways to its pricier big brother 26x14x13 26x14x13 26x14x13 28x26x27 2

DALI Fazon 2 1,10,000 11.09/FT ★★★★★ A stunning and refined style speaker system 10x6x5 10x6x5 10x6x5 28x26x26 2

DALI Zensor 5 5.1 1,20,000 Aw.11/FT ★★★★★ Best traditional package (mid-premium), Awards 2012 84x16x27 16x44x28 97x16x23 34x37x38 2

Elipson Planet M 5.1 1,05,000 03.13/FT ★★★★★ Enjoyable looks and sound, just lacking a on detail  15x15x15 15x15x15 15x15x15 39x32x32 3

Jamo D500 THX Select 2 2,17,000 01.11/FT ★★★★★ Exceptional and unbeatable value too 26x45x13 26x45x13 26x45x13 42x40x42 2

KEF KHT3005SE 1,08,000 02.10/GT ★★★★★ Still a valid product and test winner 25x12x15 13x30x18 25x12x15 39x44x19 2

KEF Q300 5.1 1,26,000 10.11/GT ★★★★★ An admirable package for the purists 36x21x30 21x63x30 36x21x30 33x34x33 3

KEF  T105 89,900 04.11/GT ★★★★★ A stealthy package that looks the part 33x14x4 33x14x4 33x14x4 38x37x8 1

Monitor Audio Bronze BX2 5.1 1,60,000 Aw.10/FT ★★★★★ Thrillingly fit for purpose 35x19x26 17x46x17 29x28x11 33x32x33 4

Monitor Audio Bronze BX5 5.1 2,75,000 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Does a good job of filling a big room 85x17x25 17x46x17 29x28x11 33x32x33 2

Tannoy Rev. Compact 5.1 1,40,000 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Exceptional sound in the average living room 27 x 15 x 16 15 x 30 x 16 39 x 31 x 34 32x29x29 2

Premium

B&W CM9 Theatre 7,99,875 09.11/FT ★★★★★ Best traditional package (Premium), Awards 2012 102x32x37 22x59x28 34x20x28 32x32x32 2

B&W CT800 system 1,42,15,825 11.08/GT ★★★★★ Expensive but it’s the best we’ve heard 110x33x55 33x110x55 110x33x10 48x48x48 1

Cabasse MT-30 5.1 2,47,500 03.10/GT ★★★★★ Looks more assertive than it is, but still likeable 99x11x21 16x48x37 41x23x20 42x31x43 2

DALI Ikon 6 Mk2 5.1 4,38,750 12.10/FT ★★★★★ Ideal for those with big listening areas to fill 103x19x35 15x57x25 38x27x15 48x41x46 3

DALI Lektor 5.1 1,30,575 03.10/GT ★★★★★ Only just fails to get top marks against its rivals 106x25x37 17x60x18 31x17x22 36x31x40 2

DALI Mentor 5.1 4,99,181 08.08/FT ★★★★★ Powerhouse of a system  103x20x39 20x89x29 32x16x24 37x33x33 2

KEF R100 5.1 2,47,000 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best traditional package (Premium), Awards 2012 28x18x29 17x53x31 28x18x29 37x33x35 4

Monitor Audio Apex 1,68,100 05.12/GT ★★★★★ Best style speaker package (Premium), Awards 2011 25x14x14 14x61x10 25x14x14 34x34x41 2

Monitor Audio PL200AV 12,74,000 08.10/FT ★★★★★ Exceptional in every sense 100x25x28 22x58x29 37x34x36 45x48x47 3

Monitor Audio PL300 AV 14,10,000 10.09/FT ★★★★★ One of the finest 5.1 speaker packages on the market 111x41x47 22x58x29 37x22x28 45x48x47 2
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CD Players
Integrated Has both a CD mechanism and digital-to-analogue conversion tech
Transport Needs an outboard DAC but can deliver a higher standard of sound

  Audiolab 8200CD
Awards 2012: Best CD Player (Mid)

  Marantz CD6004
Awards 2012: Best CD Player (Budget)

  Roksan Caspian M2
Awards 2012: Best CD Player (Premium)

The shortlist
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PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Product  Tested Verdict        

Premium

Mon. Audio Silver RX6 AV12 2,93,400 10.11/GT ★★★★★ Best traditional package (Premium), Awards 2011 85x19x25 19x50x20 30x12x25 34x34x41 6

Mordaunt-Short Aviano 5.1 2,50,800 03.10/GT ★★★★★ Guaranteed to keep you on the edge of your seat 95x21x32 18x46x23 95x21x30 42x31x36 3

Mordaunt-Short Mezzo 5.1 5,27,200 11.08/GT ★★★★★ Lots of attack, with little respite 100x22x28 18x49x22 35x22x28 32x34x35 2

Mordaunt-S. Performance 5.1 13,14,000 12.05/FT ★★★★★ Deeply impressive, they will leave you breathless 121x24x37 60x21x22 121x24x37 50x50x50 2

PMC DB1i 5.1 5,00,000* 12.09/FT ★★★★★ Small and sonically brilliant package 29x16x23 16x29x23 29x16x23 55x20x55 4

Tannoy Revolution Signature 1,64,500 11.08/GT ★★★★★ As thrilling or as calming as you want it to be 85x17x18 17x45x18 27x17x18 37x34x34 2

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget

Cambridge Audio Azur 351C 30,800 11.12/FT ★★★★★ A worthy rival to the Award-winning Marantz CD6004 ●  1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 9x43x31

Cambridge Audio Azur 651C 46,600 03.12/FT ★★★★★ A spacious sounding disc spinner ●  1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 9x43x31

Denon DCD-710AE 27,400 12.09/GT ★★★★★ Enjoyable enough, but holds itself back ●  0 1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 2 11x43x28

Marantz CD6004 39,900 01.12/ST ★★★★★ Best CD player (Budget), Awards 2012  ● 1 1 0 1 1 1 0 0 0 2 11x44x34

NAD C546BEE 41,000  ★★★★★ Excellent all-rounder that entertains like no other at this price point ●  1 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 7x44x29

Mid

Arcam FMJ CD17 78,900 06.12/ST ★★★★★ Basic on features, but capable enough ●  1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 9x43x29

Audiolab 8200CD 80,000* 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Best CD player (Mid) ,  Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR ●  1 1 1 1 0 2 2 0 1 1 8x44x30

Cyrus CD T Transport 1,15,000 01.12/ST ★★★★★ An impressive and affordable CD transport  ● 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 8x22x36

Cyrus CD6 SE2 1,25,000 06.12/ST ★★★★★ Subtly upgraded, with worthwhile results ●  0 1 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 2 8x22x36

Naim CD5si 1,25,000 02.13/FT ★★★★★ A stripped down affair, but it’s as musical as they come ●  0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 7x43x30

Roksan Kandy K2 68,500 06.12/ST ★★★★★ Big and powerful, with an entertaining sound ●  1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 10x43x38

Premium

Audio Analogue Maestro 4,30,000* 01.11/FT ★★★★★ A classy choice that just lacks a little fun ●  1 0 1 1 0 1 0 0 0 1 20x45x48

Audio Research CD5 6,18,750 06.09/FT ★★★★★ Audio Research strikes gold again. The CD5 is a terrific player ●  1 0 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 13x48x31

Arcam CD37 1,62,000 03.09/GT ★★★★★ Capable and covetable, it looks and sounds like a premium product ●  1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 9x43x36

Cambridge Audio Azur 851C 1,23,000 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Impressive sonic presentation but a touch too clinical for our tastes ●  1 1 1 1 0 2 2 1 1 2 12x43x34

Cyrus CD 8 SE2 1,82,000 09.12/FT ★★★★★ Best CD player (mid-premium), Awards 2012 ●  1 1 0 2 0 0 0 0 0 2 8x22x36

dCS Puccini 9,50,000 02.11/FT ★★★★★ With the master clock it’s an amazing combo ●  1 0 1 1 0 2 0 0 0 2 11x46x40

Marantz SA-KI Pearl Lite 1,00,000 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Great player for classical, jazz and sultry female vocals ●  1 1 0 1 0 1 1 0 1 2 11x44x34

Naim CD5 XS 2,50,000 Aw.09/FT ★★★★★ It’s an excellent CD player, but faces stiff competition ●  1 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 7x43x30

Naim CD555 14,00,000 10.09/FT ★★★★★ The CD555/555PS has a hefty price tag, but a classy performance ●  0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 11x43x31

Naim CDX2 4,50,000 02.10/FT ★★★★★ The tweaked CDX2 remains a fine proposition ●  0 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 0 1 9x43x31

Primare CD32 1,63,000 04.11/FT ★★★★★ It’s massively detailed, but not as engaging as we’d like ●  1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 11x43x38

Roksan Caspian M2 CD 1,39,900 Aw.10/FT ★★★★★ Best CD player (Premium) Awards 2012 ●  1 1 1 1 0 0 0 0 0 2 8x43x33
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Digital-to-analogue converters take a digital data stream from its source (such as a computer
or CD transport) and turn it into an analogue signal that your amplifier can work with. These devices 
have become more popular in recent years due to the emergence of computer-based audio
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  HRT microStreamer
Has beaten our 2012 Award-winner

“Truly captivated us with a stunningly agile-
paced performance that reveals layers of 

subtlety hitherto unheard with just a pair of 
headphones and a laptop.”

  Chord Chordette QuteHD
Awards 2012: Best DAC (Mid)

“It’s simple, looks great – and above all, 
sounds absolutely fantastic. You’ll have to 

spend twice as much to get something
significantly better.”

  NAD M51
Awards 2012: Best DAC (Premium)

“The M51 sounds sensational. In fact, we’d 
go further than that by saying it’s one of

the best NAD separates we’ve heard
in recent memory.”

The shortlist

HRT microStreamer

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget

Audioengine D1 11,789 05.12/FT ★★★★★ A DAC and headphone amp with a fine sound 1 1 0 0 1  1 1 0 3x9x10

Audioquest DragonFly 18,900 04.13/ST ★★★★★ Best DAC (Budget), Awards 2012. Now beaten by the HRT microStreamer 1 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1x2x6

Arcam rDAC 28,800* 10.10/FT ★★★★★ Best DAC (Budget-Mid), Awards 2011 1 1 1 0 0  0 1 0 4x16x11

Arcam rDAC Wireless 36,000* 09.12/GT ★★★★★ No longer the default choice at the money, still very much a contender 1 1 1 0 0 ● 0 1 0 4x16x11

Arcam rPAC 18,000 04.13/ST ★★★★★ More desirable alternatives, but the rPAC still has plenty of merit 1 0 0 0 0  1 1 0 3x10x6

Camb. Audio DacMagic 100 18,800 06.12/FT ★★★★★ An affordable, fine looking and listenable DAC 1 2 2 0 0  0 1 0 5x11x13

Camb. Audio DacMagic Plus 38,500 02.12/FT ★★★★★ Better sound and features than the original - but pricey 1 2 2 0 0  1 1 1 5x22x19

Mid-Premium 

HRT microStreamer 20,000* 03.13/FT ★★★★★ HRT has struck gold again. The microStreamer is an excellent buy 1 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 1x3x6

Meridian Explorer DAC 25,000* 04.13/ST ★★★★★ The Explorer’s design and assured sonic performance makes it a top contenter 1 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 2x3x10 

Micromega MyDAC 29,000 04.13/ST ★★★★★ If you like your music to have an attacking edge, then this DAC’s for you 1 0 0 0 0  1 0 0 2x3x10

Musical Fidelity M1 DAC 40,500 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Best DAC (Budget-Mid), Awards 2012 1 1 1 1 0  0 1 1 10x22x30

NAD DAC 2 25,500  ★★★★★ A good, though not exceptional, wireless DAC 1 0 0 0 0 ● 0 1 0 4x14x7

Audiolab M-DAC 60,000* 01.12/ST ★★★★★ Best DAC (Mid), Awards 2012 1 2 2 0 0  0 1 1 6x25x25

Chord Electronics QuteHD 1,00,000* 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Best DAC (Mid-Premium), Awards 2012 1 1 1 0 0  0 1 0 7x16x4

Musical Fidelity M1SDAC TBA 04.13/FT ★★★★★ Forward-looking product with a robust, refined sound that needs more  sonic sparkle 1 1 2 0 0  1 1 0 10x22x31

Audio Research DAC8 5,34,375 03.12/FT ★★★★★ Pricey, but as organic-sounding as you can get 1 1 1 0 0  1 1 1 13x48x25

Arcam FMJD33 2,10,000 04.12/FT ★★★★★ A well-equipped DAC, but not the best in class 3 2 2 1 0  0 1 2 11x43x37

Burmester 113 4,00,000* 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Want excitement and insight above all else? The 113 could be for you 1 1 1 0 0 ● 0 1 1 6x20x17

Bryston BDA-1 DAC 3,00,000* 06.11/FT ★★★★★ A great sounding DAC with appealing build quality 1 2 4 1 0  0 1 1 4x48x29

Musical Fidelity M6 DAC TBA 01.13/FT ★★★★★ A mighter performer but its price and competition rob it of a fifth star  1 1 1 0 0  0 1 1 13x44x39

NAD M51 1,27,000 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best DAC (Premium), Awards 2012 1 1 1 1 2  0 1 0 8x44x30

Naim DAC 2,50,000 08.10/FT ★★★★★ Best premium DAC, Awards 2010. Gives digital sources a big boost 2 3 3 0 0  0 1 0 7x43x30
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Hi-Fi speakers
Standmounters Usually smaller speakers that need to be put on a stand, not bookshelves
Floorstanders Larger speakers that tend to go louder and deeper than standmounters
Powered Have built-in amplifiers and need mains power to work

  KEF LS50
Awards 2012: Best Standmounter (Premium)

  Q Acoustics 2020i
Awards 2012: Best Stereo Speaker (Budget)

  Tannoy Revolution DC6
Awards 2012: Best Standmounter (Mid)

The shortlist

Also consider
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Q A i 2020i
PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget

Audioengine P4 18,000 02.10/FT ★★★★★ Small in size, huge in sound: a must-audition pair ●   3 23x14x17

PSB Alpha T1 37,000  Not Yet Rated Not Yet Rated  ●  3 91x18x31

PSB Alpha LR1 13,000  Not Yet Rated Not Yet Rated  ●  3 18x12x16

Waterfall Serio 15,000  Not Yet Rated Not Yet Rated    3 5x5x3

Q Acoustics 2010i 19,200 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Set the standard at this price and size level ●   4 23x20x15

Q Acoustics 2020i 25,900 07.12/ST ★★★★★ Best stereo speakers (Budget), Awards 2012 ●   4 26x17x28

Tannoy Mercury V1 16,000 06.11/GT ★★★★★ An excellent entry-level all-rounder ●   2 30x17x26

Wharfedale Diamond 10.0 11,500 04.10/ST ★★★★★ An ideal choice for the easily startled, but a little straitlaced for our liking ●   7 24x15x17

Budget-Mid

Audioengine A5+ 27,980 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Bigger, better and more flexible than the originals ●   3 27x18x20

Boston Acoustics A-25 20,600 08.11/GT ★★★★★ Classy and likeable speakers ●   3 27x18x23

Boston Acoustics A-26 24,600 01.12/ST ★★★★★ A beautifully accomplished standmounter ●   2 33x21x27

B&W 685 63,000 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Superb Award-winning speakers from B&W ●   4 34x20x33

B&W MM-1 40,000 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Still good, but there’s better available   ● 1 17x10x10

Waterfall Hurricane Evo 31,200  Not Yet Rated Not Yet Rated    3 11x7x3

DALI Lektor 1 22,500 10.09/GT ★★★★★ As musically enjoyable as you’ll buy at this price ●   2 26x15x21

DALI Lektor 2 27,000 03.10/GT ★★★★★ Seriously entertaining speakers and simply stunning at this money ●   2 31x18x22

DALI Lektor 3 33,000 08.09/GT ★★★★★ Bigger isn’t always better, as the Lektor 3s prove ●   2 39x20x26

DALI Zensor 1 15,900 08.11/GT ★★★★★ These brilliant budget standmounters demand a listen ●   2 27x16x22

Epos Epic 1 32,950 04.11/FT ★★★★★ Punchy and exciting but they can’t deliver all-round ability ●   2 31x19x25

Focal Chorus 706V 49,999 03.11/FT ★★★★★ Thoroughly enjoyable but they may not cut it with dance music ●   3 39x22x29

Focal XS Book 29,999 07.12/GT ★★★★★ A potent-sounding speaker that brings hi-fi listening to your desktop.   ● 1 28x11x20

KEF Q300 33,000 07.12/ST ★★★★★ Product of the year - Stereo speakers, Awards 2011 ●   3 36x21x30

Totem Dreamcatcher 33,250  Not Yet Rated Not Yet Rated    4 11x5x7

Totem Mite 44,750  Not Yet Rated Not Yet Rated    6 11x6x8

Monitor Audio Bronze BX2 32,000 07.12/ST ★★★★★ Best stereo speakers (Budget-Mid), Awards 2012 ●   4 35x19x26

Monitor Audio Silver RX1 43,900 02.11/GT ★★★★★ Form and function in perfect harmony, these speakers will sit pretty in any home ●   6 31x19x24

Mordaunt-Short Aviano 1 18,000 01.12/ST ★★★★★ Still great, but the rivals have caught up ●   1 28x18x27

Mordaunt-Short Aviano 2 23,000 03.10/FT ★★★★★ Plenty of bang for your buck, and more besides ●   3 32x21x30

Mordaunt-Short Mezzo 2 37,800 08.09/GT ★★★★★ For speakers so small, you get surprisingly full bass ●   2 35x22x28

Q Acoustics 2050i 66,400 04.12/FT ★★★★★ Best floorstander (Mid), Awards 2012  ●  4 100x32x27

Quad 11L Classic 38,000 Aw.10/FT ★★★★★ Impressive standmounters but lack a touch of sparkle ●   4 31x19x24

Tannoy Mercury V4 36,000 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Best floorstander (Mid), Awards 2011  ●  2 97x20x28

Tannoy Revolution DC4 25,000 04.09/GT ★★★★★ They may be small of stature but these Tannoys have a huge sonic heart ●   2 27x15x16

Tannoy Revolution DC6 36,000 10.12/GT ★★★★★ Best standmounter (Mid), Awards 2012 ●   1 36.5x20x25

Triangle Color 49,400 06.11/FT ★★★★★ Small, but perfectly formed ●   3 29x17x24

Wharfedale Diamond 10.1 18,500 10.10/GT ★★★★★ Fresh competition now offers more for the money ●   4 30x19x28

Wharfedale Diamond 121 20,000 01.13/FT ★★★★★ Fabulous sound. For insight and entertainment, the 121s needn’t fear any rival. ●   7 32x17x23
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Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Mid

Audio Pro LV2e 86,625 09.12/FT ★★★★★ Wireless desktop speakers with a hi-fi flourish    3 98x14x24

Audiovector Ki1 Super TBA 04.12/GT ★★★★★ These pint-sized speakers lack far-reaching dynamics, but are easy to live with  ●  5 98x14x24

Audiovector Ki3 Standard TBA 03.12/FT ★★★★★ Packed with resolution and speed  ●  5 98x14x24

Dynaudio DM 2/6 59,000 02.10/FT ★★★★★ Best stereo speakers at this price. Just the right amount of sparkle at the top end ●   2 29x17x24

Dynaudio DM 2/7 66,000 08.09/FT ★★★★★ A seriously competitive speaker at this price point ●   1 36x22x27

ATC SCM 11 93,000 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Best standmounter (Mid-Premium), Awards 2011 ●   1 38x21x25

B&W 684 1,26,000 12.09/GT ★★★★★ Still a fine product after all these years  ●  4 91x20x30

B&W XT2 1,12,500 07.08/GT ★★★★★ Classy, sophisticated but the sound lacks bite ●   2 31x15x20

DALI Ikon 6 MK2 89,100 09.10/FT ★★★★★ Cleaner, clearer and more insightful than its forerunner  ●  3 100x19x36

DALI Lektor 6 60,000 12.08/FT ★★★★★ Only the bass stops these good speakers becoming great  ●  3 26x16x14

DALI Lektor 8 84,000 04.10/FT ★★★★★ Likeable as long as you can live with the size and bass  ●  2 106x27x37

DALI Mentor Menuet 67,100 07.12/ST ★★★★★ These Menuets are something of a gem ●   2 25x15x23

DALI Zensor 5 39,900 11.11/GT ★★★★★ Compact and affordable floorstanders  ●  2 84x16x27

Energy Speakers CF70 78,400  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  1 103x21x40

Energy Speakers CF50 67,200  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  1 98x18x37

PSB Image T5 67,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  2 94x21x32

PSB Imagine T 1,39,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  5 94x21x35

Elac BS243 76,300 07.11/GT ★★★★★ These standmounters crave excitement ●   5 29x17x22

Elipson Planet L 60,000 02.12/FT ★★★★★ Charming in many ways, with good transparency ●   3 40x42x43

Epos Epic 5 66,425 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Hugely likeable floorstanders with broad sonic appeal  ●  2 92x21x32

KEF LS50 1,10,000 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Best standmounter (Mid-Premium), Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR ●   1 30x20x28

KEF R100 73,000 08.12/FT ★★★★★ These are extremely talented stand-mounters ●   4 28x18x29

Monitor Audio Bronze BX5 55,000 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Easiest floorstanders to live with we’ve heard in a good while  ●  4 85x17x25

Monitor Audio Silver RX2 65,300 10.12/GT ★★★★★ A lot of speaker and a lot of sound ●   6 37.5x23x30

Mid

Monitor Audio Silver RX6 83,250 12.09/GT ★★★★★ A sensational product from Monitor Audio – detailed, dynamic and very attractive, too  ●  6 91x28x31

Monitor Audio Silver RX8 1,09,000 06.10/FT ★★★★★ If you’re addicted to bass, these floostanders will suit you  ●  6 96x28x39

Mordaunt-Short Aviano 6 41,500 01.10/FT ★★★★★ A fine all-rounder, with power and bass in spades, and plenty more besides  ●  3 95x21x30

Mordaunt-Short Aviano 8 52,000 12.09/GT ★★★★★ Great speakers for sure, but too controlled  ●  3 95x21x32

Mordaunt-Short Mezzo 6 75,600 11.08/GT ★★★★★ Possibly the best in their class  ●  2 100x22x28

Mordaunt-Short Mezzo 8 1,09,000 03.09/FT ★★★★★ Not the best all-rounders in the Mezzo range, but still very likeable  ●  2 107x22x31

PMC DB1i 1,20,000* 12.11/ST ★★★★★ Superbly detailed and rewarding small speakers ●   4 29x16x23

Quad 12L Classic 52,000 11.11/FT ★★★★★ There’s plenty to admire here ●   4 34x21x28

Spendor S3/5R2 84,500 07.11/GT ★★★★★ A little less than the sum of their parts ●   4 31x17x18

Spendor SA1 1,35,800 07.08/FT ★★★★★ Small, top-class standmounts ●   3 31x17x19

Tannoy Precision 6.1 TBA 04.13/GT ★★★★★ Rhythmic, detailed speakers but a lack of solidity leaves them sounding unbalanced ●   2 33x22x26

Tannoy Precision 8D 60,000 09.08/GT ★★★★★ Solid active speakers that sound good ●   1 44x27x37

Tannoy Revolution DC6T 68,000 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Best floorstander  (Mid-Premium), Awards 2011  ●  1 95x26x29

Tannoy Revolution DC6T SE 78,000 09.12/FT ★★★★★ Best floorstander (Mid-Premium), Awards 2012  ●  1 100x31x28

Tannoy Rev. Sig. DC4 40,000 07.12/GT ★★★★★ DC4s are still appealing across the board ●   2 27x17x18

Tannoy Rev. Sig. DC6T 1,20,000 11.08/GT ★★★★★ Expensive but fully justify the price tag – expertly balanced performance  ●  2 14x9x9

Totem Rainmaker 59,500 06.10/FT ★★★★★ Hugely musical, and a pleasure to listen to ●   4 36x17x23

Triangle Color 123 77,000 08.12/FT ★★★★★ A brilliant desktop speaker package    3 14x14x14

Triangle Comete Anniv. 1,24,000 12.10/FT ★★★★★ Ideal for injecting energy into your music ●   1 42x20x34

Vienna Ac. Haydn Grand 85,920 10.10/FT ★★★★★ Beautifully built, they pack a sweet sonic punch that’s focused and purposeful ●   5 36x17x27

Wharfedale Denton 52,000 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Relaxed yet engaging sound has a lot of appeal ●   1 32x20x31

Premium

Elac FS609CE 7,99,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●   131x32x35

Elac FS249 2,40,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●   115x26x36

JBL Project Everest DD66000 16,16,999  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  2 44x38x18

JBL Synthesis 4700 7,04,599  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  1 43x20x15

Audiovector S1 Avantgarde TBA 03.10/FT ★★★★★ At their best these are stunning, but not for all tastes ●   5 37x19x28

PSB Synchrony One 3,47,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  3 109x23x33

PSB Synchrony One B 1,49,000  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  3 99x19x28

ATC SCM 100A 10,99,000 04.11/FT ★★★★★ Massively talented and proportioned  ●  4 107x40x56

ATC SCM40 2,20,000 07.09/GT ★★★★★ Among the best at this price level, but is your system good enough?  ●  1 97x23x32

Harbeth P3ES-R 1,74,027  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  4 30x19x20

Harbeth Compact 7ES-3 2,46,089  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  4 52x27x32

SPEAKERS continued
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SPEAKERS continued

Product  Tested Verdict        

Premium

Harbeth Super HL5 3,00,181  Not yet rated Not yet rated  ●  4 64x32x30

B&W 800 Diamond 26,71,375 10.12/FT ★★★★★ An exceptional performer, and a fine showcase for B&W’s range of technology   ●  3 118x45x65 

B&W 805 Diamond 5,34,375 01.11/FT ★★★★★ Good, but easier to admire then really love ●   3 42x24x35

B&W PM1 2,79,000 03.12/GT ★★★★★ Best standmounter (Premium), Awards 2011 ●   1 33x19x30

Burmester B10 5,60,000 03.13/FT ★★★★★ Well built, well refined and an engaging listen. We’re in love ●   3 39x22x28

DALI Epicon 2 3,06,000 01.13/FT ★★★★★ Reinforces Dali’s reputation for making top-class speakers ●   3 39x21x37

DALI Fazon F5 2,07,000 12.11/FT ★★★★★ Stylish deliverers of audiophile sound  ●  3 92x28x32

DALI Helicon 300 Mk2 2,04,900 02.08/FT ★★★★★ Excellent midrange; woolly bass ●   2 44x21x40

DALI Mentor 6 1,71,000 02.07/FT ★★★★★ Dynamic floorstanders that are really fast and agile  ●  1 40x8x15

Dynaudio Excite X32 1,94,000 02.09/GT ★★★★★ These pack an eloquent, expansive sound  ●  4 92x17x27

Dynaudio DM 3/7 1,48,000 01.11/FT ★★★★★ Plenty of positives in this mid-range floorstander  ●  2 96x20x27

Dynaudio Focus 160 1,88,000 03.12/GT ★★★★★ Just do the job and don’t intrude on the entertainment ●   6 35x20x29

Dynaudio Excite X12 80,000 09.08/FT ★★★★★ They get enough right to warrant the full five stars ●   4 29x17x26

Focal Diablo Utopia 8,99,999 12.12/FT ★★★★★ When it comes to levels of insight, little at this price even comes close ●   Any 43x26x43

Jamo R907 4,98,000 04.09/FT ★★★★★ The innovative R907s are stunningly capable speakers  ●  1 119x44x19

KEF Reference 207/2 12,50,000 10.08/FT ★★★★★ Big, bold and stunningly built, they major on bass  ●  4 123x40x69

Linn Akurate 242 6,74,860 09.11/FT ★★★★★ Very impressive speakers, and ideal in a Linn set-up  ●  2 100x21x38

Monitor Audio PL100 2,13,000 10.08/FT ★★★★★ For those who want sonic delivery and insight ●   3 37x23x29

Mon. Audio Platinum PL300 4,78,000 03.08/FT ★★★★★ Its been a long time coming, and it is well worth the wait  ●  3 111x41x47

Mordaunt-Short Perf. 2 1,56,000 10.10/FT ★★★★★ Not all-rounders, but exceptional in some areas ●   3 49x24x36

Mordaunt-Short Perf. 6 2,68,000 05.05/FT ★★★★★ Among the most realistic-sounding speakers ever  ●  2 121x24x37

Naim Ovator S-400 4,00,000 01.12/FT ★★★★★ The most rounded Naim speaker we’ve heard  ●  5 106x33x35

 Neat Ultimatum XS 4,50,000* 09.12/FT ★★★★★ An entertainer of the highest order if partnered with care ●   9 38x22x37

PMC DB1S-AII 2,20,000* 06.10/GT ★★★★★ They may not look it, but these PMCs sound like every penny’s-worth ●   1 29x16x28

PMC Fact 3 4,20,000* 08.11/FT ★★★★★ Hugely capable but a touch overcontrolled ●   4 54x16x30

PMC Fact 8 5,00,000* 04.10/FT ★★★★★ These PMC floorstanders are quite simply magical - even at this price  ●  4 103x15x38

PMC FB1i 2,50,000* 07.09/GT ★★★★★ Great all-rounders. They have real long-term appeal  ●  4 100x20x30

PMC GB1i 1,50,000* 02.09/GT ★★★★★ Superbly balanced speakers that get the basics right  ●  4 87x16x23

PMC PB1i 6,50,000* 09.09/GT ★★★★★ Simply excellent speakers: big, bold and accomplished  ●  1 108x20x40

PMC Twenty 22 2,20,000* 07.12/GT ★★★★★ Best standmounter (Premium), Awards 2012 ●   4 41x18x37

PMC Twenty 23 3,25,000* 08.12/FT ★★★★★ Best floorstander (Premium), Awards 2012  ●  4 92x15x33

ProAc Response D18 1,49,625 01.10/FT ★★★★★ Best floorstander (Premium), Awards 2011  ●  6 93x19x27

ProAc Studio 140 Mk2 1,16,275 12.10/FT ★★★★★ An entertaning and dynamic performer  ●  4 104x19x28

Quad ESL 2805 5,40,000 09.08/FT ★★★★★ Exceptional electrostatic speakers  ●  1 104x70x39

Quad ESL 2812 on request 04.13/FT ★★★★★ Still a terrific electrostatic speaker, in certain respects it remains unmatched  ●  1 107x 69x38

Quad ESL 2905 on request 01.07/FT ★★★★★ A truly world-class speaker  ●  1 143x70x39

Sonus F. Cremona Auditor M 4,83,750 06.08/FT ★★★★★ One of the best standmounts money can buy ●   2 35x20x37

Spendor A5 1,63,000 03.11/GT ★★★★★ The most accomplished speakers for this money  ●  4 79x17x25

Spendor A6 2,06,000 07.09/GT ★★★★★ Brilliant speakers for the money – a class-leading combination of insight and naturalness  ●  4 88x19x28

Spendor A9 4,06,000 06.10/FT ★★★★★ Best stereo speakers (Premium), Awards 2010. Stunningly capable  ●  4 103x21x35

Spendor D7 3,18,000 10.13/GT ★★★★★ The finest Spendors in years  ●  6 95x20x32

Spendor SP100R2 6,28,500 10.11/FT ★★★★★ Can still compete with the best at this price level ●   2 70x37x43

Spendor SP2/3R2 2,24,500 05.09/FT ★★★★★ They’re wonderfully natural with a seamless presentation ●   1 55x28x33

Tannoy Definition DC8 2,00,000 03.12/GT ★★★★★ Capable of seriously controlled sound ●   3 47x27x26

Totem Mani-2 Signature 2,49,900 12.10/FT ★★★★★ When it comes to outright enjoyment we can’t think of any rival speakers we prefer for this money ●   4 42x21x31

Triangle Quartet 2,48,400 05.11/FT ★★★★★ Hugely entertaining premium floorstanders  ●  2 123x37x39

Wharfedale Jade-5 1,52,000 01.12/ST ★★★★★ Floorstanders that pack immense power and poise  ●  3 106x25x40

Wilson Audio Duette NA 10.08/FT ★★★★★ One of the best pairs of speakers we’ve ever heard ●   Any 47x23x35

St
an

dm
ou

nt

Fl
oo

rs
ta

nd
er

Po
w

er
ed

Fi
ni

sh
es

Di
m

en
si

on
s

(h
w

d,
cm

)

INDIA’S NO.1 HOME ENTERTAINMENT MAGAZINE 

SUBSCRIBE 
NOW

p72



90

90 | What Hi Fi? | February 2014

HI-FI
S

te
re

o
 a

m
p

li
fi

e
rs Stereo amplifiers

Integrated These amplifiers combine a preamp and power section in one box
Power output A higher number usually means louder, depending on speakers
Digital inputs Some amplifiers now have a DAC built in, which could be useful

  Rotel RA-10
Awards 2012: Best Stereo Amplifier (Budget)

  Cyrus 6a
Awards 2012: Best Stereo Amp (Mid)

  Roksan Caspian M2
Awards 2012: Best Stereo Amp (Premium)

The shortlist

Also consider

Po
w

er
 (w

)

DA
C

Li
ne

 le
ve

l i
n

M
M

 p
ho

no
 in

M
C 

ph
on

o 
in

US
B 

in

Ta
pe

 lo
op

s

Pr
ea

m
p 

ou
t

Sp
ea

ke
r o

ut
s

To
ne

 co
nt

ro
ls

He
ad

ph
on

e 
ou

t

Re
m

ot
e 

co
nt

ro
l

Fi
ni

sh
es

Di
m

en
si

on
s

(h
w

d,
 cm

)

PRODUCT OF THE YEARPRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Mid

Arcam FMJ A18 NA 06.12/ST ★★★★★ Comfortable, with impressive detail and agility 50  6 1 0  2 ● 1 ● ● ● 1 8.5x43x33

Arcam FMJ A19 63,900 02.13/FT ★★★★★ Picky about partners but wonderfully talented 50  6 1 0  1 ● 2  ● ● 1 9x43x28

Cambridge Audio Azur 351A TBA 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Worth considering if you prefer an energetic approach 45  5 0 0 ● 1  2 ● ● ● 2 9x43x34

Cambridge Audio Azur 651A 43,000 03.12/FT ★★★★★ Meaty and powerful, but not the most refined 75  5 0 0  1 ● 2 ● ● ● 1 12x43x35

Cyrus 6a 1,24,000 06.12/ST ★★★★★ Best stereo amp (Mid), Awards 2012 40  6 0 0  0 ● 2  ● ● 2 7x22x36

Denon PMA-710 29,700 07.10/GT ★★★★★ The most enjoyable Denon amp we’ve heard in ages 50  5 1 0  2 ● 2 ● ● ● 2 12x43x21

Denon PMA-720AE 34,900 02.13/GT ★★★★★ Entertaining and capable, but sonically stubborn 50  4 1 0  1 ● 1 ● ● ● 2 12x43x31

Marantz PM-KI Pearl Lite 92,999 12.10/FT ★★★★★ Decent peformance at an affordable price 70  3 1 0  2 ● 2 ● ● ● 2 13x44x38

Marantz PM6004 39,900 01.12/ST ★★★★★ Product of the Year - Stereo amplifiers, Awards 2011 45  5 1 0  1  2 ● ● ● 2 11x44x37

Marantz PM8003 56,700 09.09/GT ★★★★★ Built like a battleship and delivers most of the goods 70  5 1 0  2 ● 2 ● ● ● 2 12x44x36

NAD C326BEE 38,000 07.10/GT ★★★★★ A really musical amplifier to grace any budget system 50  7 0 0  2 ● 1 ● ● ● 1 10x44x29

NAD C356BEE 57,000 10.10/FT ★★★★★ A party animal of an amplifier 80  7 0 0  2 ● 2 ● ● ● 1 13x44x34

Naim Nait 5i 1,00,000 09.09/GT ★★★★★ The Nait 5i gets all the basics right and more 50  4 0 0  1  1   ● 1 7x44x31

Onkyo A-9030 24,000 12.12/FT ★★★★★ Proof that Onkyo knows how to build good stereo gear 65  4 1 0  1  2  ● ● 2 14x44x33

Onkyo A-9050 32,000 02.13/GT ★★★★★ Lean presentation, but there’s plenty to like 75  5 1 0  1 ● 1 ● ● ● 2 14x44x33

Rega Brio-R 48,000* 06.12/ST ★★★★★ Best stereo amp (Budget-Mid), Awards 2012 50  4 1 0  1  1   ● 2 8x22x31

Roksan Kandy K2 82,600 12.11/ST ★★★★★ Best stereo amp (Budget-Mid), Awards 2011 125  5 1 0  1 ● 1  ● ● 3 10x43x38

Rotel RA-04SE 45,000 07.10/GT ★★★★★ A startling upgrade to an already strong performer 40  4 1 0  1 ● 2 ● ●  2 7x44x34

Rotel RA-06SE 91,125 02.10/FT ★★★★★ A forceful, articulate listen. Could do with more detail 70  5 1 0  1 ● 2 ● ● ● 1 9x44x34

Rotel RA-10 55,125 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best Stereo Amp (Budget), Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 40  4 1 0  1 ● 2 ● ●  2 7x43x34

Rotel RA-1520 1,05,750 09.09/GT ★★★★★ It’s got good looks, a good spec, and a great sound 60  5 1 0  1 ● 2 ● ● ● 2 9x43x269

Premium

Cyrus 8a 1,82,000 12.12/FT ★★★★★ Everything we’ve come to expect and love about Cyrus 70  5 0 0  1 ● 2  ● ● 2 7x22x36

Cyrus 8 DAC 2,19,000 07.12/FT ★★★★★ Meticulous and engaging amp and DAC combo 70 ● 6 0 0 ● 0  2  ● ● 2 7x22x364

Denon PMA-2010AE 1,39,900 02.10/FT ★★★★★ Listen to this amp in full flow and it’s a monster 80  4 1 1  2 ● 2 ● ● ● 1 18x43x449

Naim Nait XS 1,75,000 01.12/ST ★★★★★ Still a top class premium amplifier 60  3 0 0  2 ● 1   ● 1 7x43x30

Quad II Classic Integrated 3,80,000 04.10/FT ★★★★★ A fine integrated amplifier with a hefty price tag 25  3 1 1  1  1    1 20x31x38

Roksan Caspian M2 1,39,000 10.10/FT ★★★★★ Best stereo amplifier (Premium) Awards 2012 85  5 0 0  1 ● 1   ● 2 8x43x332

Unison Research Preludio 2,40,000 02.10/GT ★★★★★ Rubs shoulders with the very best at this price 14  4 0 0  1  1    1 20x40x38

Unison Research S6 2,90,000 05.11/FT ★★★★★ In the right system, the S6 is truly magical 33  5 0 0  1  1   ● 2 21x35x49

Unison Research S9 6,45,000 02.10/FT ★★★★★ We can’t help but love this quirky valve amplifier 35  4 0 0  0  1   ● 1 25x41x57

Unison Research Simply Italy 1,50,000 09.12/FT ★★★★★ A well-engineered valve amplifier at a sensible price 12  5 0 0  1  1   ● 2 26x19x35
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Preamps
Preamps are also known as control units. On a most basic level, they perform two functions: 
source selection and volume control. Most powered preamps also amplify the signal slightly in 
order to make matching to a power amplifier easier. Some include phono stages.

Our recommendations
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Power amps
These are effectively the powerhouse of the system. They deliver the high currents necessary 
to make a loudspeaker work. They can be configured as a stereo unit, or monoblocs, where the 
circuitry for each channel is housed separately. Don’t judge a power amp by its output level.

Our recommendations
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Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

ATC CA-2 1,43,000 12.09/FT ★★★★★ A matchless preamp when paired with the P1 power amp 5 0 0 1 ● ● ●  ● 9x44x32

Cyrus DAC XP+ 3,28,000* 04.11/FT ★★★★★ Massive ability in a small box 2 0 0 1 ● ●   ● 7x22x36

Linn Akurate Kontrol 4,18,600 09.11/FT ★★★★★ Part of the Linn Akurate system - and truly awesome 4 1 1 1 ● ● ●  ● 9x38x38

NAD C165BEE 75,000 08.10/FT ★★★★★ A brute of a preamp  4 1 1 2 ●  ● ● ● 8x44x29

Naim NAC 152 XS 1,25,000 02.10/GT ★★★★★ It’s good, but could do better with dynamics 5 0 0 0 ●    ● 7x43x30

Quad Elite Pre 79,000 11.10/FT ★★★★★ Doesn’t blow us away, but it’s still worth consideration 6 1 1 1 ●   ● ● 7x32x31

Rotel RC-1580 1,59,750 03.10/FT ★★★★★ A likeable, fully featured performer that delivers much for the money 5 1 1 2 ●  ● ● ● 10x43x34

Audio Research LS27 7,31,250 03.13/FT ★★★★★ A fine preamp but struggles to shine in comparison to the Reference 75 6 0 0 1 ● ●   ● 13x48x34

Burmester 808 MK5 25,00,000* 02.13/FT ★★★★★ A beautifully constructed, highly versatile preamp for serious devotees Opt Opt Opt Opt ● ●   ● 95x48x33

Chord Electronics CPA 8000 20,50,000 01.13/FT ★★★★★ A magnificent preamp, but not quite the masterpiece its price demands 8 0 0 2 ● ● ● ● ● 31x42x36

Naim NAC252 6,50,000 11.08/FT ★★★★★ Makes a magical combination with the NAP250 power amp 6 0 0 0 ●    ● 9x43x31

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

ATC P1 2,16,000 12.09/FT ★★★★★ A matchless power amp when paired with the CA-2 preamp Stereo 150 1 1 14x44x35 26

Cyrus Mono X300 3,28,000* 04.11/FT ★★★★★ Exceptionally fluid and agile. Recommended Stereo 235 1 1 7x22x36 73

Linn Akurate 2200 3,33,795 09.11/GT ★★★★★ A fine product with a distinctive sonic signature Stereo 111 1 1 9x38x38 6.5

NAD C275BEE 99,000 08.10/FT ★★★★★ A great power amp, best matched with the C165BEE preamp Stereo 150 1 0 13x44x35 15

Naim NAP 155 XS 1,50,000 02.10/GT ★★★★★ It’s a good performer, but not the last word in dynamics Stereo 60 0 0 7x43x30 7.5

Naim NAP 250 3,75,000 11.08/FT ★★★★★ Paired with the NAC252 preamp it’s magical Stereo 80 0 0 9x43x32 165

Quad QSP 95,000 07.12/FT ★★★★★ Needs to be auditioned - a confident listen Stereo 140 2 0 15x33x27 14

Rotel RB-1582 1,80,000 03.10/FT ★★★★★ Great when paired with the RC-1580 preamp Stereo 200 1 0 14x43x41 33

Audio Research Reference 75 9,00,000 03.13/FT ★★★★★ A fabulous power amp, match it with care and you’ll have sonic magic Stereo 75 0 1 22x48x50 21

Burmester 911 Mk3 35,00,000* 08.12/GT ★★★★★ Awesome price, awesome bit of kit Stereo 535 0 1 22x48x48 31

Chord SPM 14000 MkII 19,75,000 01.13/FT ★★★★★ An awe-inspiring monobloc, yet not quite as sonically rounded as we’d like Mono 700 1 1 31x48x69 75

Save up to

50% Subscribe 
now p72
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Docks with power These are ready-made systems for your iPod; usually include speakers
Docks without power These integrate an iPod into an existing system as a line level source

  JBL OnBeat Xtreme
Awards 2012: Best speaker dock (Premium)

  Logitech S715i
Awards 2012: Best Speaker Dock (Budget)

  Logitech UE Air Speaker
Awards 2012: Best Speaker Dock (Mid)

The shortlist

Also consider
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PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Wireless speakers
Bluetooth Universal wireless system that’s incorporated into most sources
AirPlay Apple’s proprietary wireless system; works over your home network

Our recommendations
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Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Arcam rCube 42,300* 04.12/ST ★★★★★ Best iPod dock (Mid), Awards 2011   iOS ● 90 20x20x20

Bose SoundDock II 14,513 09.10/GT ★★★★★ A talented dock that can fill an average-sized room   iOS ● n/a 17x30x17

Epoz Aktimate Micro 27,500 03.12/GT ★★★★★ Best desktop speaker, Awards 2012   iOS ● 40 24x15x20

Gear4 AirZone Series 1 19,900 04.12/ST ★★★★★ AirPlay and iPad support, with good sound too ●  iOS ● n/a 18x33x19

GenevaSound Model S 24,990 09.10/GT ★★★★★ Discreet looks combine with authentically competitive performance   iOS ● 30 14x24x19

JBL OnBeat Venue LT 15,990 03.13/FT  ★★★★★ The VenueLT is a versatile, talented and enthusiastic dock  ● iOS ● 30 13x42x14

Logitech S715i 9995 04.12/ST ★★★★★ Best speaker dock (Budget), Awards 2012   iOS ● 20 6x39x13

Logitech UE Air Speaker TBA 06.12/FT ★★★★★ Best speaker dock (Mid), Awards 2012 ●  iOS ● n/a 17x53x15

Monitor Audio i-deck 100 20,000 10.11/FT ★★★★★ A dock that’s full of style and substance   iOS ● 90 25x32x21

Monitor Audio i-deck 200 TBA 04.12/ST ★★★★★ No frills but very high quality sound   iOS ● 140 25x55x21

Revo K2 30,000* 02.12/FT ★★★★★ Lots to like - but it’s not perfect   iOS ● 40 33x11x11

B&O BeoSound 8 92,000 03.11/FT ★★★★★ Relishes big volumes, the performance justifies the cost   iOS  n/a 24x66x16

Bose SoundDock 10 48,263 08.11/GT ★★★★★ This nifty Bose moves up a star  ● iOS ● n/a 22x43x24

B&W Zeppelin Air 48,000 12.11/ST ★★★★★ A massive step up from the original ●  iOS ● 150 17x54x21

Epoz Aktimate Maxi 56,450 06.10/GT ★★★★★ True hi-fi sound in the form of a speaker dock   iOS ● 60 32x21x265

Geneva Lab Model L 1,10,000 08.09/FT ★★★★★ More musical than your usual dock’n’speakers combo   iOS ● 100 29x45x37

Geneva Lab Model M 54,990 04.12/ST ★★★★★ Still capable but rivals have caught it up   iOS ● 50 20x37x25

Geneva Lab Model XL 2,00,000 10.09/FT ★★★★★ If you’ve lots of money and space, this is a must try   iOS ● 600 79x55x37

JBL OnBeat Xtreme 24,990 04.12/ST ★★★★★ Product of the Year - Speaker Docks, Awards 2012  ● iOS ● 120 23x44x24

Loewe AirSpeaker TBA 01.13/FT ★★★★★ Stylish, subtle and great-sounding. It’s a serious must-try ●  iOS ● 4x20 13x24x244

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

B&O Beolit 12 66,600 07.12/FT ★★★★★ A great design with amazing build quality ●  ● ● ● 19x23x13

B&W A5 38,000 02.13/FT ★★★★★ At this price there are few better AirPlay devices ●  ●   18x30x20

B&W A7 62,750 12.12/FT ★★★★★ If you use AirPlay, the A7 demands your attention ●  ●   22x36x16

Bose SoundLink Air 23,513 12.12/GT ★★★★★ Not the last word in power or dynamics, but a tidy little package ●  ●   17x31x10



93

February 2014 | What Hi Fi? | 93

HI-FI | HEADPHONES
W

ire
le

s
s
 s

p
e

a
k
e

rs
 | H

e
a

d
p

h
o

n
e

s

  Bowers & Wilkins A5

“A strong performer that offers both style and 
quality, all with a class-leading set-up. For 

larger rooms, choose the B&W A7.”

  Libratone Zipp

“A stylish speaker that makes the
perfect portable party companion. The smart 

felt cover comes in a variety of colours.”

  Loewe AirSpeaker

“A stunning dock that looks as good as it  
performs. AirPlay set-up is a bit fiddly, but 
once done this is an excellent all-rounder.”

The shortlist

Bowers & Wilkins A5 Libratone Zipp Loewe AirSpeaker

WIRELESS SPEAKERS continued
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Headphones 
Ear tips Most in-ears come with these. Experiment with sizes to get the best fit.
In-line remote Mostly for Apple devices, but Android-friendly units are growing. Handy.

  SoundMAGIC E10
Awards 2012: Best In-Ears (Budget)

  Beyerdynamic DTX 101iE
Awards 2012: Best In-Ears (Budget-Mid)

  Sony XBX-3iP
Awards 2012: Best In-Ears (Premium)
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The shortlist

Also consider

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Bose Soundlink W’less Mobile 20,138 12.11/FT ★★★★★ A flexible, and user friendly wireless speaker  ● ●  ● 13x24x5

Jawbone Big Jambox 30,000* 09.12/FT ★★★★★ A cool product, but there are rivals with more detailed sound  ● ●  ● 9x26x8

Libratone Zipp 40,000* 12.12/GT ★★★★★ Super sound, funky package, and not too expensive ●  ●  ● 26x12x12

Loewe AirSpeaker TBA 03.13/GT ★★★★★ Fussy set up issues aside, this is one incredibly capable speaker ●  ●   24x13x24

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget

Monitor Audio Airstream WS100 TBA 03.13/FT ★★★★★ Stable streaming coupled with great clarity and detail make these a must-hear   ●   13x12x12

Audio Technica ATH-CK550 TBA 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Smooth and weighty with lashings of detail ●  Closed   8

Audio Technica ATH-CKS55i TBA 08.12/GT ★★★★★ Big on bass, these cans are no shrinking violets ●  Closed   6

Audio Technica ATH-T400 TBA 11.10/FT ★★★★★ Nicely balanced pair that just lack the wow factor of the class leaders  ● Closed   260

Beyerdynamic DTX101iE 6795 01.12/GT ★★★★★ Best in-ears (Budget), Awards 2012 ●  Closed   11

Nokia BH-504 6500 10.10/GT ★★★★★ Light, comfortable and sound rather good  ● Closed  ● 108

Panasonic RP-HJE170 799 01.10/GT ★★★★★ For just 800, these buds are worth looking at ●  Closed   3

Panasonic RP-HTX7 3999 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Best portable on-ears (Budget), Awards 2012  ● Closed   153

Sennheiser CX 300-II 3490 09.10/GT ★★★★★ Best in-ear headphones (Budget), Awards 2010 ●  Closed   4

Sennheiser CX281 2790 12.11/GT ★★★★★ Enjoyable enough, but a touch quiet ●  Closed   16

Sennheiser HD 202 2290 02.11/FT ★★★★★ Great sound for the money and a bargain buy  ● Closed   130

Sennheiser MM 70i 7490 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Nice features for the money ●  Closed ●  12

Sennheiser MM50 4990 12.09/GT ★★★★★ An excellent perfromance-per rupee proposition ●  Closed   7

Sennheiser PX100-II 3990 11.10/FT ★★★★★ An improvement over the previous model, very good open back cans  ● Open   80

Skullcandy Full Metal Jacket 3559 07.10/FT ★★★★★ An extremely likeable pair of in-ear phones ●  Closed   13

Skullcandy Icon 3 1949 02.09/GT ★★★★★ Comfortable with admirably direct and communicative sound  ● Closed   45
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Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget

SoundMagic E10 2500* 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Best in-ears (Budget), Awards 2012 ●  Closed   11

SoundMagic PL30 1486 01.10/GT ★★★★★ Great headphones that are held back by better value rivals ● ● Closed   10

SoundMagic PL50 2730 02.10/FT ★★★★★ Comfy and smooth-sounding; great all-rounders ●  Closed   8

Sony MDR-570LP 2990 08.10/GT ★★★★★ Comfortable, all-round, on-ear headphones  ● Closed   110

Mid

Audio Technica ATH-A500 TBA 02.10/GT ★★★★★ If you’re after closed-back cans, give these a try  ● Closed   290

Audio Technica ATH-ANC1 TBA 06.10/FT ★★★★★ Their portability and noise-cancelling makes them a viable buy  ● Closed ●  100

Audio Technica ATH-ES55 TBA 09.11/GT ★★★★★ Best portable on-ear headphone (Budget), Awards 2010  ● Closed   120

Audio Technica ATH-ES7 TBA 02.11/GT ★★★★★ Appearance apart, there’s an awful lot to like here  ● Closed   160

Audio Technica ATH-ES88 TBA 02.12/FT ★★★★★ Appealingly eccentric cans  ● Closed   130

Audio Technica ATH-EW9 TBA 10.07/FT ★★★★★ Featherlight phones are awesomely detailed  ● Closed   33

Audio Technica ATH-M50 TBA 02.13/GT ★★★★★ Immersive and refined: a great effort  ● Closed   284

Audio Technica ATH-W1000 TBA 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Expensive, but offer magnificent hi-fi sound  ● Closed   350

Audio Technica ATH-W1000X TBA 07.10/FT ★★★★★ Best home on-ear headphones (Premium), Awards 2010.   ● Closed   350

Audio Technica ATH-WS55i TBA Aw.11/FT ★★★★★ An excellent pair of on-ears for the bass-loving iPhone-owner  ● Closed   165

AKG K3003i 1,00,000* 04.12/FT ★★★★★ The best, and priciest, in-ears we’ve seen ●  Closed   10

AKG K370 8000 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Impressive for the money ●  Closed   4

AKG K451 8000* 10.12/GT ★★★★★ Best portable on-ears, Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR  ● Closed   120

AKG Q701 19,990 09.11/ST ★★★★★ A great, solid sounding set of cans  ● Open   236

AKG Q460 140 02.11/GT ★★★★★ More pros than cons, but still not complete  ● Closed   120

Beyerdynamic DT880 22,399 06.09/GT ★★★★★ Comfortable and the sound is impressive  ● Open ● ● 340

Beyerdynamic DTX80 4999 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Best in-ear headphones (Mid), Awards 2010.   ● Closed   12

This kind of design is usually battery-powered and will reduce background noise. 
They contain microphones that pick up external noise, and then invert its 
waveform electronically before outputting it to your ears. This inverse wave 
works against the original, and greatly reduces the amount you hear.

It works best on continuous low-frequency sounds such as plane engines and 
Brian Blessed humming. It’s not unusual for such designs to tweak tonal balance 
to improve things, although some add a degree of hiss in the process.

Miccropppphonne

Inntteernnal 
EEleecctrronniics

How Does Noise Cancelling Work?

EExxternaal Nooisse SSppeaakeer Nooisse

RRessultiing ssooundddwwaave

Bose QuietComfort 15  ★★★★★ 19,013
“ The noise-cancelling is so effective it can feel like 
silence is being pushed into your head. Mid-tune, it’s 
almost as if the outside world disappears completely.”

Logitech UE9000 ★★★★★ 35,000
“They could do better in terms of refinement – but if it’s 
energy and entertainment you’re after (as well as 
Bluetooth), they’re pretty much spot-on.”

PSB M4U2 ★★★★★ 28,000
“if you want to turn your office, flight or train journey 
into a private listening experience of exceptional 
quality, these are the headphones to get.”

Trry tthesee
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Product  Tested Verdict        

Mid-Premium

Beyerdynamic MMX 101iE 4750 Aw.11/FT ★★★★★ Best in-ears (Mid), Awards 2012 ●  Closed ●  11

Beyerdynamic T1 1,00,000* 11.10/FT ★★★★★ Best home on-ear headphones (Premium), Awards 2010.  ● Closed   350

Beyerdynamic T50P 11,800 02.12/ST ★★★★★ Best portable on-ears (Premium), Awards 2012  ● Closed   174

Bose Around-ear 2 8663 11.10/GT ★★★★★ Packed with clever technology and work well  ● Closed   142

Bose MIE2i 7650 09.11/ST ★★★★★ A perfect headphone meets microphone solution ●  Closed   19

Bose Mobile in-ear headset 2 8213 12.09/GT ★★★★★ Unobtrusive in place, but lacking in excitement ●  Closed   18

Bose QuietComfort 15 17,550 04.12/GT ★★★★★ Best noise-cancelling headphones, Awards 2012  ● Closed ●  227

B&W P3 16,500 08.12/FT ★★★★★ Stylish and sonically talented on-ear headphones  ● Closed   130

B&W P5 23,500 02.12/ST ★★★★★ Aesthetically beautiful and aurally accomplished too  ● Closed   195

Focal Spirit One 19,999 04.12/FT ★★★★★ Refined enough, but not the most exciting  ● Closed   225

Grado SR80i 12,000* 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Best home on-ear headphones (Budget-Mid), Awards 2012.  ● Open   200

Harman/Kardon CL 9990 09.12/FT ★★★★★ An impressive headphone debut for Harman/Kardon  ● Closed   195

Klipsch Image One 6600 05.11/GT ★★★★★ Perfect for those who enjoy a lot of bass  ● Closed   138

Klipsch Image X5 9750 04.10/GT ★★★★★ Still a great buy, with a very balanced sound ●  Closed   11

Klipsch Image X10i 12,000 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Best in-ears (Premium), Awards 2011 ●  Closed   320

Klipsch S4i 4490 12.09/GT ★★★★★ These Klipschs are great all-rounders, with an exciting edge ●  Closed   12

Logitech UE 9000 31,995 03.13/GT ★★★★★ Could be more refined, but make up for this with bundles of energy   Closed ● ● 378

Martin Logan Mikros 70 TBA 04.13/GT ★★★★★ If you like your music to be presented with a matter-of-fact approach, these are just the job ●  Closed   13

Monster Beats by Dre iBeats 15,000 03.11/GT ★★★★★ For smooth, bassy sounds they’re ace ●  Closed   n/a

Monster Beats Pro by Dre 38,000 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Brilliant at what they do well  ● Closed   299

Phonak Audeo PFE 022 8000* 03.11/GT ★★★★★ Pacey, detailed, insightful and recommended ●  Closed  ● 14

Philips Fidelio M1 16,000* 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Best portable on-ears (Mid-Premium), Awards 2012  ● Closed ●  166

PSB M4U2 28,000 10.12/ST ★★★★★ PSB’s first headphones are truly brilliant. Hear them now!  ● Closed ●  362

AKG K550  ★★★★★ 

"The K550s are sweetly communicative, handle tempos 
in a natural, unforced manner and punch into and out of 
low-frequency information with precision."

Philips Fidelio M1 ★★★★★ 

"A rounded, refined presentation. Vocals have room to 
breathe, while high-frequency sounds are natural and 
don’t harden up when you crank the volume."

Sony XBA-2iP   ★★★★★
"Agility and precision is up there with the very best at 
this price, and the spacious delivery allows for plenty of 
detail all the way up the frequency range."

The most popular hi-fi headphone design (also called 
circumaural), these cup your ears completely, usually 
with semi-air-tight earcups. You’ll notice cans of this 
type used as monitors in recording studios: 
depending on the type of design they use they can be 
extremely effective at cutting out the outside world.

Supra-aural or on-ear designs tend to be smaller and 
lighter than circumaural models. They sit on your ear 
rather than over it, usually pressing on to it as well. 
Some listeners find them lighter and easier to wear 
for extended listening than over-ear models, but 
they do tend to allow in more sounds from outside.

Gone are the days when everyone else needs to hear 
your music. In-ear buds are a great way to isolate 
yourself in sound. Nowadays, in-ears usually come 
with rubber tips, which provide a good seal and help 
the music travel only down your ear canals. A better 
fit means better sound, so experiment with tip sizes.

OVER-EAR ON-EAR IN-EAR

Tryy thhese

Headphones Jargon Buster
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HEADPHONES | ALL-IN-ONE SYSTEMS

HEADPHONES continued
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Stereo systems
This category includes a wide range of products including all-in-one packages where the speakers 
are part of the system, through to micro systems where the electronics are housed separately 
from the speakers. A streaming option is available on many newer systems.

  Denon D-M39DAB
Awards 2012: Best Micro System

  Ruark R4i
Awards 2012: Best All-In-One Music System

  Onkyo CR-N755
Awards 2012: Best Networked Micro System
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The shortlist

Also consider

PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Product  Tested Verdict        

Mid-Premium

Sennheiser HD 380 Pro 9990 02.10/GT ★★★★★ Still seriously good headphones, but rivals have caught up  ● Closed   220

Sennheiser HD25-1 II Adidas  3990 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Stylishly excellent all-rounders  ● Closed   140

Sennheiser HD 800 84,990 10.09/GT ★★★★★ They offer much, but close rivals pip them to the post  ● Open   350

Sennheiser IE 8i 24,990 03.11/GT ★★★★★ Enjoyable enough, but need a better tonal balance  ● Closed   18

Sennheiser IE80 27,990 02.11/FT ★★★★★ Expensive, but a truly quality option ●  Closed   5

Sennheiser MM 400-X 17,990 10.12/ST ★★★★★ Best wireless headphones, Awards 2012  ● Closed  ● 105

Sennheiser Momentum 24,990 02.13/GT ★★★★★ Smooth, punchy, refined all-rounders  ● Closed   190

Sennheiser PXC 450 27,990 03.10/GT ★★★★★ Excellent fit and great performance, but now beaten by newer rivals  ● Closed   240

Sennheiser RS 160 13,490 05.10/GT ★★★★★ An exciting, affordable option but tiring over longer periods  ● Closed  ● 226

Sennheiser RS 180 21,990 05.10/GT ★★★★★ These comfortable, wireless headphones justify their premium price  ● Open  ● 204

Sennheiser RS 220 29,990 10.12/ST ★★★★★ A very neat wireless solution with great sound quality  ● Open  ● 329

Sennheiser X 320 7990 10.12/ST ★★★★★ The best Xbox gaming headphones we’ve heard so far  ● Closed   280

Shure SE115 8200 06.09/FT ★★★★★ These Shures aren’t only a colourful upgrade but a sound investment ●  Closed ●  30

Shure SE310 21,000 05.09/GT ★★★★★ Detail and clarity is first class ●  Closed   7

Shure SE420 29,000 05.09/GT ★★★★★ Once in your ears they offer a dynamic sound ●  Closed ●  29

Shure SE535 31,000 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Still good but no longer the best ●  Closed ●  272

Shure SRH1840 49,778 06.12/FT ★★★★★ Not cheap, but worth every rupee  ● Open   268

Sony MDR-1R TBA 02.13/GT ★★★★★ Detailed and airy, but need more kick  ● Closed   240

Sony MDR-Z1000P5 19,990 09.11/ST ★★★★★ Impressive sounding cans - with good flexibility  ● Closed   270

Sony XBA-3iP 7990 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best in-ears (Premium), Awards 2012 ●  Closed ●  7

SoundMagic HP100 15,000* 02.12/FT ★★★★★ Sparkling detail, spacious character  ● Closed   228

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Denon CEOL Piccolo 39,900 03.13/FT ★★★★★ No matter what the source, the CEOL Piccolo will play all your music in superb style  ● ●   ● ● ●

Denon D-M39 44,900 11.12/FT ★★★★★ Best micro system, Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR  ● ●  ● ● ● ● ●

Marantz M-CR502 31,758 07.09/GT ★★★★★ Exceptional precision and timing, and better value  ●   ● ● ●  ●

Onkyo CR-N755 32,000 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best networked micro system, Awards 2012  ● ● ● ●  ● ● ●

Onkyo CS-545 24,000 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Honest, capable system that includes an iPod dock  ●   ● ● ●  ●

Arcam Solo Mini 87,000 12.10/GT ★★★★★ Best CD system (Mid), Awards 2010  ●   ● ● ●  ● 

Arcam Solo Neo 1,38,000 09.10/FT ★★★★★ Extra functionality over the original Solo - great buy  ● ● ● ● ● ●   ●

Denon CEOL (RCD-N7) 39,900 10.11/GT ★★★★★ Smooth and detailed, with great features  ● ● ●  ● ● ● ● 

Linn Majik DSM 3,85,000 02.13/FT ★★★★★ A thoughtfully designed system and a pleasure to use  ● ● ●   ● ● ●

Marantz M-CR603 39,900 12.11/ST ★★★★★ Best microsystem (Premium)  Awards 2011  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Naim Uniti 2 3,25,000  ★★★★★ Best Network Music Player (Premium)   ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Naim UnitiQute 2 1,25,000  ★★★★★ Systems Product of the Year  ● ● ● ● ● ● ● ●

Ruark Audio R4i 60,000* 07.11/FT ★★★★★ Best all-in-one music system, Awards 2012  ● ●  ● ●   
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Our recommendations
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These have hard drives built in. Go for the largest storage possible as
that leaves room for the future expansion of your music and video library. 

Media servers

Media streamers
These access the music or video files you have stored on your network.
Check for file compatibility and decent control apps that improve usability.

Our recommendations
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Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Lacie Lacinema Classic HD 14,900 04.10/GT ★★★★★ As good as Apple TV, this needs to be auditioned 1TB 1 1 0 0 0 0 3  24/92 ●

Microsoft Xbox 360 (250GB) 15,990 01.11/FT ★★★★★ Now an appealing media hub as well 250GB 1 1 0 0 0 0 3 ● 16/48 ●

Olive 4HD 1,60,000 02.10/FT ★★★★★ This is 21st-century hi-fi at its best 2TB 1 1 1 0 0 1 1 ● 24/192 

Olive O3HD 99,000 12.10/FT ★★★★★ A great music server that’s nearly excellent 500GB 0 0 0 0 0 0 1  24/192 

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Mid

Apple TV 8900 06.12/GT ★★★★★ A limited but likeable streamer from Apple 1 1 0 0 0 0 1 ● 16/48 ●

Asus O!Play HD2 8595 01.11/FT ★★★★★ A flexible streamer improved by a hard disk 1 1 1 0 0 0 3   20/48 ●

Cambridge Audio NP30 38,400 05.12/ST ★★★★★ Still worthy, but there’s better around 0 1 1 0 0 0 2 ● 24/96 

Denon DNP-720AE 29,990 02.12/GT ★★★★★ A bargain for its features  0 1 0 0 0 0 1 ● 24/192 

Camb. Audio Stream Magic 6 69,700 08.12/FT ★★★★★ Best streamer (Mid), Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 ● 24/96 

Olive O2M TBA 12.11/ST ★★★★★ Affordable, but a bit too refined for our tastes 0 1 1 0 0 0 1 ● 24/96z 

Pioneer N50 NA 05.12/ST ★★★★★ Best streamer up to (Budget), Awards 2012 0 1 0 0 1 0 1  24/192 

Rotel RT-09 TBA 04.11/FT ★★★★★ Does a lot but not all of it to the standard we’d like 0 1 1 0 1 1 1 ● 24/192

Premium

Bryston BDP-1 1,60,000 06.11/FT ★★★★★ A true hi-fi media player  0 1 1 0 1 0 3  24/192 

Cyrus Stream X2 1,45,000 12.11/ST ★★★★★ Best streamer (Mid-Premium), Awards 2011 0 0 1 0 2 3 1 ● 24/192 

Cyrus Streamline2 1,75,000 08.11/GT ★★★★★ Best streaming system (Premium), Awards 2011 0 0 1 0 2 3 1 ● 24/192 

Cyrus Stream XP2-QX 3,08,000 Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Best streamer (Premium), Awards 2012 0 0 1 0 2 3 1 ● 24/192 

Linn Kiko 3,20,000 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Best streaming system (Premium), Awards 2012 1 0 0 4 1 0 0 ● 24/192 

Naim NDX 3,50,000 07.11/FT ★★★★★ Best streamer (Premium) , Awards 2011 0 1 1 0 0 1 1 ● 24/192 

NaimUniti 2 3,25,000  ★★★★★ Best streaming system (Premium) 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 ● 24/192 

Naim UnitiLite 2,00,000 12.12/FT ★★★★★ UnitiLite hits the streaming sweet spot 0 0 0 0 3 2 1 ● 24/192 

Save up to

50% Subscribe 
now p72
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SMARTPHONES, TABLETS & MP3 PLAYERS

  Apple iPod Classic
“Still the best way to carry all of your music around.”

  Sony NWZ-F805
“A  fine portable for music, movies and browsing.”

  Google Nexus 7
Awards 2012: Best Tablet (Budget)
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 PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

The shortlist

Also consider

Music/Video players
A category of products that has been put under increasing pressure by the rise of the ubiquitous 
smartphone. At the most basic level it will be a standard music player that can be use in the gym. 
Higher-end machines will add video, internet browsing and apps as well.

Our recommendations

Tablets 
Android Offers great flexibility and innovation
Apple iOS Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space
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Product  Tested Verdict  

Budget-Premium    

Apple iPod Classic 160GB 15,200 09.09/FT ★★★★★ Carry your entire music collection, uncompressed 2.5 320x240 160  60x100x14

Apple iPod Nano 16GB (2012) 12,500 01.13/FT ★★★★★ A simple, attractive, music-playing wonder 2.5 240x240 16  77x40x5

Apple iPod Shuffle 2GB 3200 12.11/GT ★★★★★ Simple and brilliantly effective n/a n/a 2  30x30x10

Apple iPod Touch 16GB (2012) 15,900 12.12/FT ★★★★★ Best iPod Touch so far, but it’s fast becoming niche 4 1136x640 16 ● 123x59x6

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Amazon Kindle Fire HD 16GB 14,590 12.12/GT ★★★★★ A solid option for Amazon users, but no Apple-beater Android ● 7 1280x800 16/32 193x137x10

Apple iPad 2 16GB Wi-Fi 24,500 09.11/GT ★★★★★ Best tablet, Awards 2011 iOS ● 9.7 1024x768 16/32 241x186x9

Apple iPad Mini 64GB Wi-Fi 33,900 12.12/GT ★★★★★ It’s pricey, but it feels and performs as it should iOS ● 7.9 1024x768 16/32/64 200x135x7

Apple iPad 4 32GB Wi-Fi 37,900 12.12/GT ★★★★★ iPad tweaked and improved, again iOS ● 9.7 2048x1536 16/32/64 240x190x9

Asus Eee Pad Transformer 49,999 09.11/GT ★★★★★ A competitive tablet with a keyboard dock Android ● 10.1 1280x800 16/32 271x177x13

Asus Eee Pad Transformer Prime 42,999 07.12/FT ★★★★★ A slim and smart tablet that we love Android ● 10.1 1280x800 16/32 181x263x8

Google Nexus 7 15,999 10.12/FT ★★★★★ Best tablet (Budget), Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR Android ● 7 1280x800 16/32 199x120x11

Google Nexus 10 34,413 01.13/FT ★★★★★ Great performance and price: a real iPad-botherer Android ● 10 2560x1060 16/32 264x178x9        g 34,4 3 3/ p p / 9344,34g 33/ pp pp a 9

Save up to

50% Subscribe 
now p72
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SMARTPHONES Continued

Killer Apps  Perfect apps for your smartphone or tablet

VLC Player
A versatile video player that 
can play pretty much any 
video format, so ripping your 
discs is slightly less painful. 
It’s easy to use and it’s free.

Dropbox
Cloud storage as it should be – 
easy to use, widely available and 
lots of free space. Invite your 
friends, and you’ll be rewarded 
with even more space.

Angry Birds Star Wars
One of the most simple yet 
addictive games out there, now 
available in Star Wars flavour. 
Fling lightsaber-wielding birds at 
pigs dressed as stormtroopers.

Google Currents
The latest version of Google’s 
news aggregator and mag-
subscription app has a lovely 
interface and is great at serving 
up the latest stories in style.

SMARTPHONES Continued

Smartphones 
Android Offers great flexibility and innovation
Apple iOS Fantastic ease of use; massive choice of quality apps
Windows New kid on the block. Watch this space

  Google Nexus 4

“It’s that fast, intuitive operating
 system, plus great sound quality and keen 

pricing that see off all its rivals.”

  Samsung Galaxy S III
Awards 2012: Best Smartphone

“The Galaxy S III is still a great phone, but the 
Nexus 4 beat it in our January Supertest.”

  Apple iPhone 5

“Still very good, but Android rivals offer
much more in the way of innovation and
that bigger screen still looks a bit small.”
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The shortlist

Also consider

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Apple iPhone 4S  07.12/ST ★★★★★ Former reigning smartphone, now replaced but still good iOS  3.5 960x640 16/32/64 115x59x9

Apple iPhone 5   Aw.12/FT ★★★★★ Faster, lighter and better: iPhone gets its annual facelift iOS ● 4.0 1136x640 16/32/64 124x59x8

Google Nexus 4  01.12/ST ★★★★★ A top performer and a brilliant realisation of Android power Android  4.7 1280x768 8/16 134x69x9

HTC One X  07.12/ST ★★★★★ One of the best smartphones of last year Android  4.7 1280x720 32 134x70x9

HTC One X+  01.13/ST ★★★★★ Well worth considering: good for music and a joy to use Android  4.7 1280x720 32/64 

LG Optimus 4X HD  01.13/ST ★★★★★ Not outstanding, but a worthy alternative to the best Android  4.7 1280x720 16 132x68x9

Nokia Lumia 920  01.13/ST ★★★★★ A promising start for Nokia’s flapship Windows ● 4.5 1280x768 32 130x71x11

Samsung Galaxy Nexus  07.12/ST ★★★★★ Great in many ways but pipped by rivals for audio Android  4.65 1280x720 16/32 136x68x9

Samsung Galaxy Note  07.12/ST ★★★★★ A hybrid between a smart phone and a tablet Android  5.29 1280x800 16/32 147x83x10

Samsung Galaxy Note II  01.13/ST ★★★★★ Massive screen, massive battery, very tempting Android  5.55 1280x720 16/32/64 151x81x9

Samsung Galaxy S II  01.12/GT ★★★★★ Still great but upped by the new kids on the block Android  4.3 800x480 16/32/64 125x66x8

Samsung Galaxy S III  08.12/FT ★★★★★ Best smartphone, Awards 2012 Android  4.8 1280x720 16/32 137x71x9

Sony Xperia S  07.12/ST ★★★★★ A real rival to the iPhone  Android  4.3 1280x720 32

Sony Xperia Z  04.13/FT ★★★★★ A triumph for Sony – one capable of taking the fight to straight to Google Android ● 5 1920x1080 16 139x71x8

HTC One  05.13/FT ★★★★★ A true marvel in terms of smartphone tech                                                                                             Android         ●            4.7        1920x1080                 16
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HDMI cables
Digital cables that carry both picture and sound. These carry control signals
as well, so they can integrate the operation of components in your system.

Our recommendations
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Digital interconnects
USB An increasingly common way to connect your computer to your hi-fi
Optical Digital cable that uses light to transmit sound between components
Coaxial Sends audio via an electrical signal between your hi-fi and AV kit

  QED Performance Graphite
Awards 2012: Best Optical Digital Cable

“The sound through this cable  is incredibly 
detailed and startlingly clear. There’s a good

grasp of dynamics, too.”

  QED Performance
Awards 2012: Best Coaxial Digital Cable

“The QED is good at conveying subtleties. 
There’s a good sense of energy too, with  

plenty of attack.”

  Supra USB 2.0
Awards 2012: Best USB Cable

“ It helps deliver impeccable timing and  
plenty of energy, both of which translate into  

a tangible sense of fun.”

The shortlist

Also consider
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Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Audioquest Pearl 1650 06.11/FT ★★★★★ Best HDMI cable, Awards 2012 1 1.4

Chord Company Supershield 5000 10.10/GT ★★★★★ Still a class-leading cable, but now it’s 1.4 too 1 1.3

Kimber Kable HD-09 6500 03.09/GT ★★★★★ Picture quality is up with the best and it creates a wide sound field 2 1.3

QED Performance HDMI 4030 03.09/GT ★★★★★ Capable performer – finely balanced sound and a wonderfully rendered picture 3 1.3

QED Performance HDMI-e 7410 03.11/FT ★★★★★ Perfectly good cable that just falls down in its pricing 7 1.4

QED Profile HDMI 2225 01.12/FT ★★★★★ Now with 1.4 status, this is still a worthy cable 1 1.4

Wireworld Chroma 6 1589 Aw.10/FT ★★★★★ Best HDMI cable, Awards 2010. Great upgrade cable for higher-end systems 1 1.4

Audioquest Cinnamon 21900 01.11/FT ★★★★★ A top-notch HDMI that’s a credit to any system 2 1.4

Audioquest Forest 2100 06.10/GT ★★★★★ A true and worthy rival to Chord’s Supershield and again 5 1.4

Wireworld Chroma 5 3285 07.07/GT ★★★★★ Flexible cable that delivers pictures as good as any HDMI cable at this price 9 1.0

Chord Co. Active Silver + HDMI 9500 01.11/FT ★★★★★ An impressive successor to the old Active cable 1 1.4

Chord Co. Supershield (5m) 9000 06.10/GT ★★★★★ A punchy award winner that defies its low price tag 5 1.3a

QED Reference 7740 06.10/GT ★★★★★ An assured, but expensive, performer 5 1.3ab

van den Hul Flat HDMI (3m) 10700 03.09/GT ★★★★★ One of the best HDMI cables we’ve ever heard 3 1.3

van den Hul Ultimate 13000 10.08/FT ★★★★★ It’s pricey, but has good performance 1 1.3

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Audioquest VDM-AR 1060 09.08/GT ★★★★★ This interconnect helps deliver a pleasing, refined sound Co-axial 1

QED Performance Digital 4135 10.08/GT ★★★★★ Best coaxial digital cable, Awards 2012 Co-axial 1

QED Performance Graphite 2760 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Best optical digital cable, Awards 2012 Optical 1

Supra AnCo (coaxial) 4700 04.07/GT ★★★★★ Ideal if you like it meaty and beaty - it revels in low-end stuff Co-axial 1

Wireworld Nova 6 1059 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Like and up-and-coming band: unrefined but likeable and energetic  Optical 1

Wireworld Ultraviolet USB 1324 08.09/FT ★★★★★ Best USB cable, Awards 2010. If you use digital kit, this needs to be on your audition list USB 1

Chord Company Optichord 3300 11.12/GT ★★★★★ Confident, competent and extremely likeable. Highly recommended Optical 1

Wireworld Ultraviolet 5 3046 04.07/GT ★★★★★ Carries portentious weight but the presentation is ill-defined and ill-disciplined Co-axial 1
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Analogue interconnects
These carry audio signal from source to amplifier, or between pre-amplifier and power amplifier. 
Some use a shielding construction to reduce external electrical interference.

  Atlas Element Integra
Awards 2012: Best Analogue Interconnect

“Improves on many of the things that the for-
mer champ did right. The Element Integra is 

highly recommended.”

  Furutech Alpha-Line 1

“If your current soundstage sounds a little 
loose and disorganised, this can help to snap 

everything back into place. Best for owners  
of midrange systems.”

  Chord Company Chameleon Plus

“Give your kit a serious shot in the arm – an 
overly dull system would certainly benefit 

from its ability and verve. One of our long-time 
favourites for high-end set-ups.”

 AWARD WINNER

The shortlist

Also consider
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Speaker cables
These carry the audio signal from your amplifier to your speakers.Bi-wiring uses two runs
of cables per speaker and can lead to improvements in the speakers’ performance.

Bi
w

ire

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Wireworld Luna 6 979 12.09/GT ★★★★★ Looks strange, but delivers a great refined sound ●     1

Belkin Mini-Stereo Cable 649 12.08/GT ★★★★★ Cheap MP3 cable with reasonably exciting sound    1.8

Chord Company CrimsonPlus 2800 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Fantastic control, expression and detail resolution ●     1

Profigold PROI3301 899 12.08/GT ★★★★★ Excellent 3.5mm – 3.5mm cable      1

QED Performance Audio 2 4770 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Agile, fun and nuanced: would do well in pretty much any system ●     1

QED Profile 1855 06.11/GT ★★★★★ At the top of the first upgrade tree ●    ● 1

Wireworld Oasis 6 2914 06.11/GT ★★★★★ A truly splended cable kit ●    ● 1

QED Profile J2P 1590 12.09/FT ★★★★★ Fast and agile 3.5mm-RCA cable   ●   1.5

QED Reference Audio J2P 3290 12.09/FT ★★★★★ Clean sounding and packed with detail  ●   3

van den Hul The Name 8000 09.12/GT ★★★★★ Energy and fun trump ultimate precision ●     0.8

Atlas Mavros 86,000 08.08/FT ★★★★★ Provided you have an appropriate system you’ll find these cables work a treat ●     1

Chord Co. Chameleon Plus 8300 11.11/FT ★★★★★ New plugs make these even more essential ●     1

QED Signature Audio S 23,535 09.09/FT ★★★★★ QED’s new flagship interconnect offers great dynamics and punch ●     1

van den Hul The Wave 15,900 01.09/FT ★★★★★ The Wave has a formidable array of talents and is one of the best cables at this kind of money ●     1

Product  Tested Verdict        

Budget-Premium

Audioquest FLX-SLiP 14/4 454 10.12/GT ★★★★★ Best Speaker Cable, Awards 2012. PRODUCT OF THE YEAR

Atlas Equator 2.0 OFC 750/m 10.12/GT ★★★★★ Natural, even-handed and with good dynamic ability. A must-hear 

Atlas Equator Mk II 750/m 04.10/GT ★★★★★ It’s smooth and refined - it just needs a touch of verve 

Chord Co. Carnival Silv. Screen 380/m 10.12/GT ★★★★★ Slightly overtaken by newer rivals, but still a mighty fine choice 

Chord Company Leyline 160/m 07.11/GT ★★★★★ A cracker of a budget cable 

QED Silver Anniversary XT 668/m 07.08/GT ★★★★★ Our budget cable Best Buy for three years on the trot 

Wireworld The Stream 16/2 2119/2m 10.12/GT ★★★★★ Stil a cracking cable, but losing out  to better competition 

Wireworld The Orbit  4239/2m 07.08/GT ★★★★★ Despite sounding a touch lean, The Orbit is definitely worth an audition ●

QED Revelation 1908/m 04.10/GT ★★★★★ A fine cable that should be on your audition list 

QED Silver Anniv. XT Biwire 1336/m 10.06/GT ★★★★★ A clear class-leader with exceptional sonic transparency on display ●

van den Hul CS122 2050/m 04.10/GT ★★★★★ Still great with subtleties, but rivals have caught up ●
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MANUFACTURERS & DISTRIBUTORS

MILAN SALES COROPRATION
138, Modi Street, Chandan Chamber, Gr. Floor, Fort, Mumbai-400 001.

Office : 22675280 / 66366121 Telefax : 22636820
www.milansalesindia.com email : sales@milansalesindia.com

Mfgs-Exporter of Writing-Display Boards, LCD, Plasma TV, Accessories, Manual / Motorised / Fix Frame Screens
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MFS3250
FLOOR STAND

MWMB-2632
Wall Mount Tilt Bracket

MWMB-1724
Wall Mount Bracket

MWMB-3646
Wall Mount Bracket

MWMB-1626
Wall Mount Bracket

FS3242
Floor Mount Stand

MCMB-3242
Ceiling Mount Bracket

MTMS-3250
Table Mount Stand Rotation

M -PWM 7 / 12 / 20 / 24 / 30 / 36

UNIVERSAL LCD / LED TV

WALL MOUNT

DLCM-1426
Dual LCD Ceiling Mount

MLM-1224
Multi LCD Mount

CMB3250

UNIVERSAL CEILING MOUNT

MOTORISED

PROJECTOR LIFT

POP UP LIFT

MOTORISED SCREEN

TRIPOD SCREEN
FIXED SCREEN

LCD / PLASMA LIFT

MPOPL-PL-3242

CM-002/003/004/005/006
PROJECTOR WALL / CEILING

MOUNT KIT

FIXED CURVED SCREEN
Switch/

Remote

PROJECTION SCREENSAlso available
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The best of the rest

TOP SHELF

W e were quite amazed when we had 
a chance to review the original 
Violet3D speaker that could fit in to 

a light bulb socket. The concept was simple and 
elegant and it looked like it could win a Red Dot 
Design award. The speaker system was capable 
of the spraying multichannel sound all over your 
room minus the wires. At CES 2014, Violet3D 
was back with its Halo multi-channel wireless 3D 
audio solution. This new set of speakers is aimed 
at giving gamers a taste of next-gen surround 
sound that takes immersiveness to an altogether 
another level.

 The platform supports PCs, tablets and game 
consoles and the Halo solution can process 128 
channels of object oriented audio streams from 
games using its patented Virtual Speaker 
Technology to synthesize and reproduce 3D 
audio using as few as 4 wireless speakers.

Consider this, when you play a 3D game on 
your PS3/ Xbox or PC you use your headphones, 
surround AV kit or just use the TV speakers. The 
best pick of the above would be the AV kit, which 
would be able to help you enjoy surround sound 
gaming, at least 5.1 channels of it. However if you 

Violet 3D Halo
The future of immersive gaming surround sound? 

e were quite amazed when we had want to enjoy height surround you will need to 
invest further in height surround speakers.

 The Halo speaker tech eliminates all of that by 
using smart algorithms to disperse sound using 
wireless speakers and a wireless transmitter 
fitted on to your console or PC. The company is 
in talks with one of the two top console 
manufacturers to chart out a way to bundle the 
tech with the console. Violet3D is also speaking 
to game developers to find out the best solution 
to enhance overall sonics in 3D gaming. The new 
Halo speaker also eliminates a problem with the 
earlier Violet wirless speakers which could not 
be placed on a desk due to the way it was 
designed. The new Halo speakers is more 
ergonimic thanks to its cylindrical design and it 
can also be connected to a light bulb socket with 
the help of an adapter, if you wish.

If you liked the way movies sound in a theatre 
enabled with Dolby Atmos, you will love what 
Violet3D’s Halo speakers have under their belt. It 
works in a way that is similar to Dolby Atmos 
wherein the sound of a particular object can be 
placed anywhere in a 3D world. Violet3D’s 
technology enables that and more. For example, 

imagine you are walking inside a tunnel in a 
game with a blowtorch in your hand. At a 
distance you can hear water seeping in from 
the cave walls. Each of these sounds are 
registered as sound objects by the in-built 
processing and Violet3D’s patented 
technology lets you – the gamer, interact with 
all of it in real time. 

 Violet3D demoed this setup at CES this 
year using a laptop running the game and the 
Virtual Speaker IP. The wireless transmitter - a 
USB dongle was used to beam the 
uncompressed, phase synchronous, 
synthesized streams to the wireless speakers 
each with its own amplifier and Omni-polar 
diffuser to create rich ear-enveloping sound.

Such tech has a lot of promise and having 
experienced it first hand, we sure do vouch 
for it. We like it for the simple fact that it 
completely eliminates wiring clutter and still 
manages to create a true to life surround 
sound envioronment. Violet3D tells us that its 
Halo system will be available in the second 
quarter of this year but did not divulge any 
details about the pricing. 
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