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Digital eDitions

Prices

Who would want to be a mobile phone designer? Every year you’re 

expected to come up with yet another amazing device that renders 

the one you sweated on 12 months ago obsolete. The car industry 

has design cycles of 10 years (with slight tweaks every three years). 

Yet mobile phone vendors are under relentless pressure to produce a 

revolutionary flagship model every 12 months. 

This is how insane the phone manufacturing business is. Fail to keep 

up with the innovation and the markets will punish your share price – 

and gadget journalists will be reading you your last rites. But does the 

mainstream consumer market really need to be flooded with the latest  

and greatest? 

Just 12 months ago the Samsung Galaxy S3 was hailed as the greatest 

smartphone that Apple never made. Now you can’t give them away. 

Doubtless the launch later this year of the Galaxy S5 and iPhone 6 

will result in millions of people losing the will to live unless they can 

immediately upgrade. 

The current crop of smartphones are incredible devices. They match the 

power of dedicated games consoles, HD camcorders, cameras and music 

players of just a couple of years ago. All are powered by chips that would 

make a NASA rocket scientist of the 1990s weep. But have we now hit a 

wall? Just how much more powerful can smartphones become and still 

stay relevant and usable in everyday life? 

A sense of desperation for new gimmicks has been hinted at by the 

fact that LG has brought out a ‘flex’ phone that bends, while Samsung 

is hailing its curved screen. ‘Round’ is the next frontier. But it smacks of 

marketing desperation.
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A recommerce powerhouse making sustainability easy

Consumer buy 
back and trade-in 

solutions

Redeem provides sustainable, data secure, 
recycling services to mobile network operators 
(MNOs), consumers, retailers and corporate 
clients across the world through o�ces in 
the UK, Estonia, Sweden, United Arab 
Emirates and Hong Kong.

Compliance with 
EU WEEE Directive 

regulations

Extra revenue 
and increased 
conversion at 
point of sale

Corporate buy 
back solutions 

and asset 
recovery

Industry-leading 
data wiping 
technology

Fully integrated 
or stand-alone 

solutions

Scan to contact us

For more information visit us at 

Redeem.co.uk
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FIRST LOOK LG G Flex, Samsung Galaxy Note Pro 12.2 and more...

LG G Flex Best of the rest

Sony Xperia E1

6 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

Just a few weeks into 2014 and already there’s been a slew of announcements for incoming devices. Tech shows like CES have given us plenty to 
talk about, from tiny Sony phones to enormous Samsung tablets. We’re sure Apple has plenty in store for us later in the year and many, many more 
phones will be unveiled at Mobile World Congress at the end of February. But let’s first take a look at what’s to come in the next few months.

Do you long to gently rock your handset back and forth as it sits on the 
table? Then the LG G Flex might be for you.

While Samsung has been playing around with curved smartphones in 
South Korea, LG is firing the first salvo by launching a non-flat phone in 
the UK. The G Flex is curved from top to bottom and made of a flexible 
plastic that bends slightly when you press down on it. 

LG’s sorcery doesn’t stop there – the phone is coated with a plastic 
that will quickly heal light scratches that occur from day-to-day use. 
So no more ruining your smartphone when you bundle it into the same 
pocket as your keys.

The G Flex is a powerhouse, much like the flagship LG G2. That means 
there’s a mighty quad-core Snapdragon 800 chip with 2GB of RAM 
inside. A 13-megapixel camera has also been fitted to the back. 

That just leaves the price, which is a hefty sum. On contract, the G 
Flex will cost you around £59 a month at outlets such as Carphone 
Warehouse. And if you’re hoping to pick it up SIM-free, then you’d better 
be willing to part with well over £500. 

The LG G Flex is available this month.

Also from LG: While we keep hearing rumours about an LG G3 to 
replace the LG G2, next month should see the LG G Pro 2 unveiled –  
a 6-inch phablet to replace the Optimus G Pro.

There are plenty 
of new phones 
and tablets on 
the horizon. 
Huawei recently 
announced the 
Ascend Mate 2 
4G, a 6.1-inch 
tablet with a 
Snapdragon 400 
processor. 

Asus has revealed its ZenFone 
range, a series of three phones 
using Intel’s Atom processors. The 
company also lifted the lid on its 
VivoTab Note 8, an 8-inch tablet. 
 

Alcatel has introduced the One 
Touch Idol X+, which has eight 
cores built into its processor. 

 
And that’s not to mention all of 
the many, many wearable trackers 
that the likes of Sony and LG have 
recently announced. All in all,  
it’s set to be a packed year for 
new technology.

Most phone makers focus on serving up the highest quality displays or 
lightning speeds. It’s not every day that we hear about a handset that 
spotlights the speakers. 

That’s where Sony’s Xperia E1 comes in. The E1 is a new Android 
handset with a speaker that can play audio at up to 100 decibels. 
That’s pretty noisy. In fact, it is claimed that, at full volume, not even a 
motorcycle would drown out the music. 

Also included with the device is 30 free days of streaming via Sony’s 
Music Unlimited service. Specs-wise, it packs a 1.2GHz dual-core 
processor with 512MB of RAM and 4GB of storage space. A dual-SIM 
version of the device will also be available. 

The Sony Xperia E1 will be launching soon in white, black and 
purple models.

Also from Sony: More interested in screens than speakers? Don’t fret, 
as Sony also has the Xperia T2 lined up. This is a 6-inch device with a 
HD display designed for all your movie and TV-watching needs. 

first look
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Samsung Galaxy Note Pro 12.2

Lenovo Vibe ZAsus PadFone X

8 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

“Samsung Galaxy Note Pro 12.2” may be a mouthful, but the device 
itself is a handful. Yes, that 12.2 in the name refers to the screen 
size, meaning this a massive 12.2-inch tablet.

This is just one of four new slates that Samsung has slapped 
the ‘Pro’ label on, but it’s easily the most impressive of the range, 
boasting a quad-core Snapdragon 800 chipset with 3GB of RAM 
and running at an impressive 2K resolution (think high definition 
but even higher).

This will also be one of the first devices to use Samsung’s 
Magazine UX user interface for tablets. It looks a lot like news tile 
apps like Flipboard, which post notifications and related info to 
your home screen. The standard TouchWiz user interface is still in 
place for the home screen, but you can access Magazine UX for a 
more personal news feed.

Also included is an S Pen for writing directly on the screen, as 
well as Android 4.4 running out of the box. The question you have 
to ask yourself is whether the Note Pro 12.2 is simply too big. The 
12.2-inch screen might be ideal for video playback but the 753g 
weight will be tiring to hold for long. Just because tablet tech will 
now stretch beyond the standard 10 inches, does that mean it should?

The Samsung Galaxy Note Pro 12.2 should be launching sometime 
before the end of March.

Three more Pros: The Galaxy Note Pro 12.2 marks the first 
instalment of the Pro series. There are also three Galaxy Tab Pros 
coming, with watered-down specs, including another 12.2-inch model 
as well as a 10.1-inch version and an 8.4-inch one.

Sadly, we don’t see too much tech from Lenovo in the UK these days. 
The Chinese company is more concerned with its home markets, where 
it thrives. That said, there’s talk of the Lenovo Vibe Z heading out of its 
home turf to other parts of the world and we hope that the UK will be on 
that list.

 The Vibe Z reads like an impressive handset. It has a 5.5-inch Full-
HD display, powered by a 2.2GHz Snapdragon 800 chip. Arriving with 
Android 4.2 software, this 7mm thick device will come complete with a 
13-megapixel rear-facing camera. 

Hybrid devices usually combine two different functions into one device. 
Asus has taken that idea to heart, with two actual devices that come 
into one. The PadFone X consists of a 5-inch smartphone that runs like 
any other phone. Should you crave a little more screen space to watch a 
film than your smartphone, you can plug it into a 9-inch tablet shell. 

It might sound a little weird but we’ve seen Asus do it before. In fact, 
by eliminating the need to transfer data from tablet to phone with an 
internet connection, the PadFone hybrid is a convenient way of sharing 
your music and videos between the two. It will run Android 4.4 and the 
displays will be HD.

first look

Best quality, simple to use
mobile phones for users with
hearing or sight loss

• Clearest sound
hearing aid mobile phone users often experience

interference or distorted sound caused by the

wireless transmission to the hearing aid.

Amplicomms mobiles are designed especially to

reduce this interference. Twin-Stage amplified

signal provides super-clear sound with under 5%

distortion at peak volume.

• Highest volume
some of the loudest mobile phones in the world,

100 times louder receiving volume than standard

mobile phones. Extra loud ringer volume up to

100dB with powerful vibration alert means you

will never miss another call.

• Highest level 
of hearing aid compatibility, amplicomms mobiles

achieve the world’s highest rating of HAC - M4/T4.

would you really compromise for less?
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Amplified easy to use, SOS button

M6900 
Amplified mobile phone, +30dB, M3/T3

M8000 
3G, Camera phone, +35dB, M3/T4
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Bluetooth, voice interface, +40dB, M4/T4
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WHAT DOES ‘CAT’ stand for?

A. The BSI standard for 
waterproofing

B. Caterpillar

C. Catalogue number B100
Email your entry (one only)  to competitions@whatmobile.net   
The winner will be posted at: www.facebook.com/whatmobilemagazine

  WIN THIS ruggED pHONE

Sweating the small stuff: 1. The promoter of this competition is Clark White Publishing Ltd. 2. The competition 
is open to all UK residents aged 18 years or over, excluding employees of What Mobile, all participating companies, 
its agents or families and any company associated with this competition. 3. By entering, all entrants will be deemed 
to have accepted these rules. 4. All entry instructions form a part of the terms and conditions. 5. Closing date: 4 
March 2014. 6. Only one entry per email/IP address will be accepted. 7. The correct winning entry will be selected 
randomly by the administrator of the What Mobile Facebook page. The winner, who must be a UK resident, will be 
sent a CAT B100 device and their name announced via our Facebook page. 8. No cash alternative or other device 
will be offered. 9. No correspondence will be entered into except that the name of the winner will be available upon 
written request. 11. No SIM is included.

TOugH LuCK
COmpETITION

The CAT B100 is the kind of macho 
phone no outdoor worker, Amazon 
explorer or SAS trooper should be 
without. It’s waterproof, dust-proof, 
shock-resistant and will probably only 
succumb when a NATO tank runs it 
over. And we’ve got one to give away. 
Just answer the following question:
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SteelSeries Stratus
£90
  
Most mobile game controllers fit awkwardly 
around your phone or tablet. The SteelSeries 
Stratus sidesteps this issue by connecting 
to your iOS 7 device wirelessly to offer 
precision control. 

That’s right, iOS 7. The latest version of 
Apple’s operating system features support 
for controllers and the Stratus is one of the 
first to take advantage of this feature. It’s 
got dual analog sticks, ideal for shooters 
and action games, along with the traditional 
direction pad and face buttons.

You can even connect up to four 
separate controllers to one device for local 
multiplayer action. Just pop your iPad on 
the table, sync the controllers and you’re 
good to go. Plus, with Apple TV (see page 
14), you’ll be able to stream games to your 
TV and use the controller just like any other 
home console.

Battery life will last for 10 hours of  
game time. 

You can pick up the SteelSeries Stratus 
now from either Apple’s online store or the 
company’s own website. 

12 

Get to grips with these mobile add-ons to unleash your thumbs’ full gaming potential

Gaming gizmos

GadGets, Gifts and accessories

01
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visit our brand new website for the latest news and reviews
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Xappr Gun
£20
  
Designed for use with augmented reality 
gun games, snap in your handset and scan 
the world around you for enemies to blast.

Apple TV
£99
  
Bring tiny smartphone games to your TV 
with Apple’s box. Some games even boast 
compatibility for second-screen features.

Moga
£40
  
This controller has a stand for your tablet or 
it will open up to hold a phone handset up 
to 3.2-inches wide. It works over Bluetooth.

iCade Mobile
£8
  
Another gaming cradle with a twist. 
Literally. You can move your mobile to play 
games in either landscape or portrait mode.

14 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

GadGets, Gifts and accessories

04 05
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08
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Fling Mini
£10
  
The Fling Mini uses suction cups to fit two 
mini joysticks onto your iPhone. Ideal for 
easy removal and no need for batteries. 

Phonejoy
£21
  
An expandable controller, this can be 
adjusted to fit just about any smartphone. 
Also, the face buttons spell “PLAY”.

iCade 8-Bitty
£30
  
This controller is styled in the fashion of 
a classic Nintendo game pad and runs on 
AAA batteries. Great for Pac-Man. 

   www.whatmobile.net 15

gadgets, gifts and accessories
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10

12

11

iMpulse
£45
  
This tiny controller can fit a keychain and you 
can even download a smartphone app that 
will make it beep if you lose it.

iDroid
£24.99
  
Unlike many controllers, the iDroid doesn’t 
need an app to work. Sony will raise an 
eyebrow at the PlayStation-like looks, though.

SteelSeries Free
£55
  
A fully featured, 12-button Bluetooth 
controller, this weighs just 54g, making it 
one of the lightest controllers out there.

Clingo Universal  
Game Wheel
£6
  
Made for racing games, the Clingo wheel 
lets you snap a phone in the middle and 
twist and steer your way to the finish line.

16 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

GadGets, Gifts and accessories
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13

14

15

Nyko
£24.99
  
An Android-based controller that fashions 
itself after the Xbox 360 pad for hardcore 
gamers.

iControlPad 2
£TBA
  
A controller that doubles as a QWERTY 
keyboard. The accessory lasts up to 14 hours 
from full charge

Zeemote
£6.89
  
Designed for one-handed use. Ideal for 
handicapped users although the single 
analog stick presents some issues.

17 

gadgets, gifts and accessories
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17

18

Arcadie
£14
  
A mini arcade. Slot a smartphone inside and 
then play tailor-made games using the built-
in joystick and buttons.

Creative Sound 
BlasterAxx
£79-179
  
A portable speaker ideal for improving the 
audio quality of your games. Price increases 
for bigger models.

AppGear Elite 
Commander iPhone gun
£20
  
Snap in an iPhone and run around like a 
lunatic with this big kids toy. Just like Time 
Crisis.

18 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

GadGets, Gifts and accessories
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After Motorola wowed phone fans with its Moto G, it’s back with the Moto X – but does it measure 
up? We also round-up the best mid-priced phones and a cheap Tesco tablet – every little helps!

22
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reviews

To show you where a phone or 
tablet succeeds or fails, we grade 
each device in five key areas.

Only the very best devices 
will win our What Mobile 
Editor’s Choice award.

Usability
Next we find out how well the 
device functions in daily use.

Design
Then we rate the style and 
quality of the overall design.

Final verdict
A rating out of five, balancing 
cost versus performance

“The Moto X sticks to the design template of 
the Moto G but chops away bits and pieces”

“The reality is the Desire 601 is all the 
smartphone most of us will ever need”

“In this post-Moto G world, the Galaxy  
Ace 3 is a harder sell”

“You can even spend Tesco Clubcard points 
on movies and TV shows”

“Perfect for anyone exploring active volcanos 
or taking a trip to the South Pole”

“A sensibly sized smartphone with a 4.3-inch 
display, but the specs of a gigantic Android”

Performance
First we fully test the speed and 
power of each device we review.

Features
What kind of unique features  
and add-ons does it have?

How we reviewMotorola Moto X

HTC Desire 601samsung Galaxy Ace 3

Tesco HudlCAT B100

sony Xperia Z1 Compact

editor’s choice

EDITOr’S ChOICE
H H H H H
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Motorola redefined budget phones 
with the £135 Moto G. So  
what can it offer higher up the 

price scale?
The Moto X is a top-tier handset that starts 

at £380 SIM-free, which makes it roughly £150 
more than its little brother. For that price you 
get the expected bump in specs, a lighter phone 
and unique new features that take advantage of 
Motorola being under Google’s control. 

The Moto X was released in the US long before 
the Moto G appeared in the UK. So does the 
Moto X continue its sibling’s good vibrations?

Slimmed down 
The Moto X sticks to the design template of the 
Moto G but chops away bits and pieces. While 
it retains the plain plastic front and backing, 
the bezel is almost invisible around the screen. 
Handset width is over a millimetre thinner than 
the G, too, and it weighs 13g less. 

These differences may be very small but when 
you compare both in hand, you’ll welcome the 
trimming down. It takes up less space in your 
pocket than a Moto G and the lighter weight  
is noticeable.

There are a few disadvantages to this 
‘upgrade’, however. The back of the Moto 
X cannot be removed, whereas the Moto G 
allowed swaps with colourful plastic backings. 
So you’ll have to make do with either of the 
standard black or white. 

SIM-card access is easier, though – you simply 
insert the card into a tray on the side, without 
having to remove the back.

ProceSSor
Motorola hasn’t just bundled in the latest 
ubiquitous Qualcomm Snapdragon chipset. 
Instead, it has engineered its own Motorola X8 
Mobile Computing System. 

The X8 stands for eight cores (or octo-core, 
as the company likes to say) dedicated to 
different tasks. Six are used in a Snapdragon 
S4 Pro processor that handles the graphics 
and processing power. The other two are 
interesting as they use the Google Now service 

review motorola moto x
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at a glance

Thin bezels enhances  
the appearance

Slim and light – it is 
easily pocketable

No removable  
battery this time

Running Android 4.4  
straight out of the box

oS Android 4.4 (KitKat)
Processor Motorola X8 Mobile Computing System
Screen 4.7 inches
resolution 720 x 1,280 pixels
memory 2GB RAM
Storage 16GB/32GB

camera 10MP
Video 1,080p@30fps
connectivity Wi-Fi, 3G, 4G, Bluetooth 4.0
dimensions 129.3 x 65.3 x 10.4mm
weight 130g
Battery Li-Ion 2,200 mAh

Spec sheet

Price: £380 
reviewer: Jamie Feltham

The Moto X is the second intalment in Motorola’s Google-inspired comeback

motorola moto X
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for voice-operated control. Google Now is the 
search giant’s spin on Apple’s Siri, serving 
up facts, directions and other information at 
your command. This is where the final two 
processors come into play. 

One is a natural language processor that helps 
to pick out and identify your voice, so the phone 
adapts and reacts to you. 

Say “Okay Google Now”, followed by your 
request, and you’re off. The phone exclusively 

recognises your voice but won’t be put off if 
there’s any change in your speaking tone such 
as if you’re suffering from a cold, making your 
speech a bit stuffy.

The other core is a contextual processor. 
This cuts out the barrier of having to repeat 
yourself when talking to your phone. If you ask, 
“Okay Google Now, where are the What Mobile 
offices?” you’d then simply have to ask “How 
do I get there by foot?” for walking directions, 
without having to repeat the location. The 
processor will remember this information so you 
can keep asking questions that build on top of 
previous ones. 

The voice operation is one of Moto X’s best 
features. We used it in a busy London street, 
only having to repeat ourselves once or twice for 
directions. It proved much easier than fiddling 
with a tiny keyboard in the cold weather. 

Set-up can be a little embarrassing as  
you have to keep repeating phrases for the 
system to recognise your voice. But it’s mostly 
hassle-free.

Rounding off the list of extra features is Active 
Display – a twist on sleep mode that will keep 
pushing alerts to you when your phone isn’t 
in use. Typical Android icons will appear on 
the screen when you receive a new message. 
Moving the phone while it is in sleep mode will 
trigger the display to show the time and any 
new notifications for a few seconds. 

The Moto X is also one of the first non-Nexus 
devices to be running Android 4.4 out of the 
box. The experience is pretty similar to what 
you will find on Nexus devices, though, as 
Motorola has wisely stuck closely to Google’s 
layout for the user interface. 

The same goes for built-in apps, of which 
there are very few (see above left). 

There’s also plenty of storage space available 
from the start, with the phone available in 16GB 
and 32GB models. 

camera & Battery
The 10-megapixel rear camera is a big upgrade 
on the cheaper Moto G. Firstly, Motorola has 
inserted a feature by which you can access 
the camera app with just two twists of your 
wrist. It’s faster than unlocking your phone and 
finding the app yourself, but only if it works. 
Most of the time it would take us two flicks to 
get the correct motion, leaving us shaking our 
fists on the street. 

As for picture quality, the sensor snaps crisp, 
true images that won’t wash out colours. You 
get a x4 zoom (though fully zoomed snaps will 
blur noticeably), and the same editing software 
used on the Moto G. There are no buttons – you 
use touch gestures for zooming and focusing. 
It’s simple enough but it could still be confusing 
for first-time users.

The camera’s flash can also confuse the app. 
Sometimes the phone can take as long as 30 
seconds to decide to use the flash or not before 
taking a snap. Obviously, this isn’t ideal for 
capture-the-moment snaps. 

Overall, it can’t match higher-specced phones 
but casual photographers will be happy.

A 2,200 mAh battery powers the engine room. 
This is a perfect fit for the Moto X. It lasted an 
entire day on a 4G connection, darting about 
London getting directions, and it still had 
enough juice to last until midday the following 
day. Charging will only take three hours.

concluSion
The Moto X is a solid upgrade from the Moto G. 
A £380 price tag doesn’t have as big a “wow” 
factor as the £135 Moto G but it’s still a great 
price for what’s on offer. The Moto X has a faster 
processor, better camera and a refined design. 
What more could you want from a £380 phone? 
How about the handy Google Now features? If 
it keeps up this momentum, Motorola will give 
Samsung, LG and HTC a run for their money.

PeRFoRMAnCe 
HHHHH

USABILIty 
HHHHH 

deSIGn 
HHHHH 

FeAtUReS 
HHHHH 

oVerall HHHHH The Moto X is a rock-solid handset with unique, helpful features. This is the best 
place to experience Google Now, making voice operation genuinely useful. Mix in a 
sleek design, great camera and long battery life and the £380 price tag is justified. 

+ One of the first to run KitKat out of the box
+ Lighter and thinner than the Moto G
+ Google Now voice operation works well

– Some additions are a little gimmicky
– Confused camera software
– No removable backing unlike Moto G

Migrate is one of few built-in apps on 
the Moto X but it certainly has its uses. 
It’s designed to seamlessly migrate the 
content from your old phone over to the 
new one. The phone needs very little 
information to do this. We simply entered 
our Google account info and after a while 
it had taken all the content from our Moto 
G and pasted it onto the menu. That 
included apps and even backgrounds.

motorola migrate

review motorola moto x

“Voice operation is one of the Moto X’s best 
features… it’s mostly hassle-free”

22-24_Moto X_March14.indd   23 03/02/2014   17:13

WorldMags.netWorldMags.net

WorldMags.net

http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/


The main difference is that the Moto G does not support 4G 
networks. The Moto G uses a Qualcomm Snapdragon 400 processor, 
while the Moto X is powered by the X8 Mobile Computing System. 
What does that mean in the real world? We weren’t able to play 
Thor: The Dark World on the Moto G, yet ir runs smoothly on the 
Moto X. So the latter’s processor is more powerful, at least for 
games. Both devices have the same screen resolution of 720p.

With the release of the Moto X there are now two top quality 
Motorola phones to choose from. The Moto X is a mid-tier, £380 
phone, while the 3G-only Moto G is a groundbreaking £135  
budget handset with great specs. So how do the Moto X and  
Moto G compare?

Specs

24 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

The Moto G’s 5-megapixel camera can’t measure up to the Moto 
X’s 10MP snapper. The Moto X camera offers much greater detail 
than the Moto G’s images. Colours are more faithful on the Moto 
X’s sensor. The Moto X also records video in 1080p resolution, while 
the Moto G records in 720p.

Both phones look similar, with plastic casing. Neither design is 
exactly bulky but the Moto X is noticeably trimmer. The Moto G 
is 11.6mm thick compared to the Moto X’s 10.4mm. The Moto G 
weighs 146g, while the Moto X sheds 16g at 130g. The Moto G 
features a removable plastic case that you can swap for a more 
colourful option, which you can’t do on the Moto X.

Clearly the Moto X is the better phone. And it should be for the 
price. Still, you have to ask yourself if the £150 extra is too much 
to pay for a lighter, faster handset. The Moto X might be a better 
phone but there are plenty of reasons to buy the Moto G.

moto g

moto X

VS

review motorola moto x

camera

design

The Moto X has dedicated cores to run specific functions such as voice recognition

Moto X

Hues are more vibrant on the drummer and the street shot brought out more detail

Moto G

Colours are less faithful and it struggles to deal with the high-contrast outdoor scene

The cheaper Moto G has a removable plastic rear if you want a colourful option
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The Sony Xperia Z1 Compact has 
taken far too long to arrive. The 
iPhone has shown for years that 

you can make a powerful, compact 
smartphone a storming success. Of 
course, the iPhone has also scared 
competitors into taking it on by ramping 
up screen sizes to absurd levels – firstly 
with phones that neared the 5-inch 
mark, and then with ‘phablets’ that bust 
through the 6-inch barrier.

When Android manufacturers do venture 
into iPhone-sized territory, it’s typically with 
an emaciated, under-powered ‘mini’ version of 
their best efforts such as the lacklustre HTC 
One Mini or the Samsung Galaxy S4 Mini. As a 
result, smartphone fans looking for raw power 

review Sony xperia z1 compact
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at a glanCe

OS Android 4.3
processor Qualcomm Snapdragon 800 
Screen 4.3-inch HD Triluminos
resolution 720 x 1,280 pixels 
memory 2GB
Storage 16GB, expandable to 64GB
Camera  20.7MP Exmor RS
Video 720p
Connectivity Wi-Fi, 3G, 4G, Bluetooth 4.0, NFC
dimensions 127 x 64.9 x 9.5mm
Weight 137g
Battery 2,300 mAh

Spec sheet

price: £449 
reviewer: Philip Brown

An Android smartphone the size of an iPhone with the power of a phablet... what took Sony so long?

Sony Xperia Z1 Compact

Biggest: Xperia Ultra

Bigger: Xperia Z1

Not too big: Xperia  
Z1 Compact
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26 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

have only really been left with two options: 
pricey, delicate little Apple smartphones or 
enormous Android phablets straight out of a 
Dom Joly sketch.

Yet here we have a sensibly sized smartphone 
with a 4.3-inch display, but the specs – and the 
price – of a gigantic Android flagship phone. 
Is it the best of both worlds? Oh yes, and 
resoundingly so.

deSign & SCreen
The Sony Xperia Z1 Compact is not a budget, 
affordable version of the Z1 that looks a little 
like it; it’s a near-identical replica, inside and 
out, with a price to match.

It rocks the same monolithic, glass and metal 
design that echoes both the Xperia Z1 and Z1 
Ultra, as well as Sony’s Walkman heritage. It’s a 
very ‘Sony’ device, for better or worse. 

If held with your eyes shut you could mistake 
it for an iPhone (at 134g, it’s just as light and 
premium-feeling to the touch). It’s also robust, 
being waterproof at depths of 1.5m for up to 
30 minutes, and dust-proof too, which is good 
news for the mucky among you.

Despite its waterproof layer, the innards are 
still accessible, which gives the Xperia Z1 
Compact a distinct advantage over Apple’s 
locked-down iPhone. You can also add storage 
if 16GB isn’t enough, and you won’t have to pay 

through the nose either, since microSD cards 
cost very little online.

The downside of all this protection is that the 
Z1 Compact isn’t quite as sexy as an iPhone, nor 
is it as thin, at 9.5mm thick. 

The design is nowhere near as clean as 
Apple’s device and there’s an awful lot going 
on around the edges of the screen. The flaps 
covering the micro-SIM card, microSD and 
micro-USB ports may also bug you, especially 
when you need to prise one off to charge the 
device. But at least they mean the phone will 
take some knocks. They don’t feel like they’re 
about to snap off either.

One thing that has inevitably changed 
from the Xperia Z1 is the display size – it is 
‘Compact’, after all. The 4.3-inch LCD display 
sports a lower 720x1,280-pixel resolution – less 
than its Full-HD sibling. But in practice, the 
difference is negligible. 

Pixel density is similar and you can’t spot a 
single pixel without a magnifying glass. Colours 
on the IPS, Triluminous panel are glorious, as 
are viewing angles. 

You could happily watch an entire film on 
a train, even if it’s nowhere near the size of a 

1080p-resolution Samsung Galaxy Note 3.
More importantly, the 4.3-inch display is 

a manageable size for anyone without NBA 
basketballer-sized hands. You can reach 
anywhere on the screen with one thumb, a rule 
Apple seems to work to, but it’s not so small 
that you’ll miss individual keys when typing. 

If anything, the Xperia Z1 Compact provides 
a superior typing experience than the iPhone 
since you can install a predictive keyboard like 
SwiftKey on it (and you probably should, since 
Sony’s own-brand effort isn’t brilliant).

prOCeSSOr
The miniature Samsung Galaxy S4 and HTC 
One models both ran on under-powered 
silicon that just about chugged along, but the 
Xperia Z1 Compact really is a Z1. Inside, it’s 
powered by a top-of-the-line quad-core 2.2GHz 
processor with an Adreno 330 GPU, paired with 
a beefy 2GB of RAM. 

It absolutely flies: this is every bit as fast as 
the best phones from Apple, Samsung and 
Nokia. You won’t have problems running the 
latest games on high settings, like Rockstar’s 
Grand Theft Auto: San Andreas, or jumping 

review Sony xperia z1 compact

“The Xperia Z1 Compact is not a budget, 
affordable version of the Z1 – it’s a replica”

The Sony Select app store is a pointless addition when 
you already have access to Google’s superior Play store

Sony’s Walkman heritage is in full force here and works in 
tandem with the Music Unlimited streaming service

Custom widgets by Sony let you add Windows-style 
scalable applets, like the weather, on the home screen  
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PERFoRMANCE 
HHHHH

USABiliTy 
HHHHH 

DESiGN 
HHHHH 

FEATURES 
HHHHH 

OVerall HHHHH If you hate giant displays and don’t have the patience for Apple’s 
iOS and its restrictive App Store, the Sony Xperia Z1 Compact is your 
only choice – and a great one. Now, can we have a non-waterproof, 
brushed aluminium version please?

+ The most powerful Android phone of its size
+ Waterproof and durable
+ Not enormous like every other top-end Android

– Ugly compared to an iPhone
– No Android 4.4 KitKat
– Port covers might destroy your nails

between apps while streaming tunes in  
the background.

The same is true of the camera which, 
unusually in 2014, boasts its own two-stage 
dedicated shutter button. The rear snapper 
boasts a staggering 20.7-megapixel sensor  
with LED flash – the same as you’ll find in the 
larger Z1. 

In daylight, the camera is fantastic, though  
it does struggle indoors where the HTC One  
or iPhone 5s would shine. It’s not quite in the 
same league as Nokia’s Lumia 1020 Windows 
Phone either. 

Still, the useful selection of filters, scenes 
and shooting modes – Timeshift, for instance, 
is back to help you grab the right frame in a 
moving composition, with its rapid burst mode 
– make this a handy camera to have around. 
Just be prepared to experiment, since the auto 
mode isn’t quite as automatically effective as it 
should be.

Meanwhile, call quality from the solid speakers 
was excellent, if not quite on a par with the 
stereo speakers on the full-fat HTC One. 

Battery life, on the other hand, has taken 
a slight hit, which is unsurprising given the 
smaller dimensions and 2,300 mAh battery. But 
we still made it through a day of regular use 
with push email on. 

andrOid Jelly Bean
The software experience on the Xperia Z1 
Compact is almost uniformly excellent. Google’s 
Android software needs no introduction: it’s 
fast, powerful and boasts an app store with 
more than a million apps, with games falling off 
the shelves.

Sony hasn’t tinkered too much with the basic 
experience Google had intended, and that’s a 
good thing. The launcher is speedy and Sony’s 
custom widgets let you add Windows-style 
scalable applets, like a notepad, on top of  
the home screen. 

We still love Android’s notification system and 
supremely customisable framework; if you don’t 
like anything, from the dialler to the lockscreen, 
you can change it, which is a revelation if 
you’ve lived with Apple’s rigid iOS software 

for years, and a welcome one, so long as you’re 
prepared to tinker.

If we must nitpick, though, the Xperia Z1 
Compact’s software is not quite on the cutting 
edge. Out of the box it’s running Android 4.3 
Jelly Bean, but Google has since moved on to 
4.4 KitKat. The updated version offers speed 
improvements, especially for multitasking,  
as well as support for its Chromecast  
streaming dongle. 

It’s not a deal-breaker by any means, but other 
phones are already rocking the new update, 
including Google’s own Nexus 5, the Motorola 
Moto G and the Moto X.

Sony says an update is coming and, in 
fairness, the company has been pretty 
reliable with these; the problem is it simply 
can’t guarantee it, when the requirements of 
networks and other factors are involved. 

If you want to stay on the bleeding edge of 
mobile software, a Nexus device from Google is 
the only way to go. Unless you want an iPhone, 
of course.

There are also a few needless Sony apps that 
attempt to duplicate some of Google’s own, 
which only causes confusion: SocialLife is an 
ugly social feeds aggregator that you should not 
use in place of Facebook, while Sony Select is a 
miserable app store alternative. 

McAfee Security, meanwhile, also comes 
preloaded though we’re not convinced there’s 
a valid case for an anti-virus on Android, which 
just hogs the memory.

Still, you don’t have to use these apps, so we 
won’t grumble too much.

COnCluSiOn
Hate phablets? Don’t like Apple’s iOS? Help is 
at hand at long last. Now you can finally buy a 
premium phone that doesn’t swamp your hands 
or dwarf your face when you lift it to take a call. 

Kudos to Sony for coming up with a phone as 
petite and powerful as Apple’s bad boy. Even 
if it lacks Touch ID, the Xperia Z1 Compact still 
goes toe-to-toe with the iPhone 5s and 5c for 
great features in small proportions.

review Sony xperia z1 compact

Spot the pixels...  
oops, you can’t

The shell feels as 
premium as an iPhone
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Having released new handsets for 
snap-happy and adventurous 
users at the end of 2013, 

Samsung is back with a new lower-
priced mobile. 

The Samsung Galaxy Ace 3 is a simple 
Android 4.2 handset that aims to serve 
casual phone users looking to spend less 
than £200. It’s a bright little device with a 
clean design and solid specs, but will it be 
bogged down with Samsung’s usual app 
overload, or will it triumph against the stiff 
competition, namely the excellent £135 
Motorola Moto G?

Design
Samsung’s design experts have come up 
with a shiny, attractive phone in the form 
of the Ace 3. Both sides stick to the basics, 
with a slim bezel on the front and a plain 
plastic backing. The glossy finish gives it a 
premium look that a lot of budget  
phones lack. 

One of the best features is the dedicated, 
pressure-sensitive navigation buttons. 
They light up when the phone is on but 
are invisible in sleep mode. There’s also a 
thick home button in the middle, though we 
found it would occasionally get stuck.

 A lot of manufacturers seem to have 
forgotten that 4 inches was once an ideal 
size for a phone screen but the Ace 3 is a 
champion for this size of screen. And at 115g, 
it’s the ideal weight to put in a pocket and 
forget about. Samsung has certainly done  
well on the design side – but the problems 
arise elsewhere.

Ace 3 versus moto g
A few months ago, we’d have told you the 
specs for the Ace 3 were great for the £180 
asking price. But in this post-Moto G world, 
where £135 gets you a phone with specs that 
rival expensive rivals, it’s a harder sell. 

For starters, both phones pack the same 
Snapdragon 400 processor but the Moto G 
has four cores compared to the Ace 3’s two. 

review samsung galaxy ace 3

28 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

Glossy finish gives  
a premium look

420 screen is trumped by 
Moto G’s 720p display

Home button lights up 
when the phone is on

os Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Dual-core Qualcomm Snapdragon 400
screen 4 inches
resolution 480 x 800 pixels
memory 1GB RAM
storage 8GB/16GB

camera 5MP
video 720p@30fps
connectivity Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Dimensions 121.2 x 62.7 x 9.8mm
Weight 115g
Battery Li-Ion 1,500 mAh

spec sheet
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Price: £180 
reviewer: Jamie Feltham

Samsung nearly served an ace with this super sub-£200 phone but the Moto G wins the game

samsung galaxy Ace 3
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Neither chipset will set the world alight but if 
you can get a faster, more efficient chip for less 
money then, well, it’s not hard to figure out 
which you should opt for. 

The 420p screen resolution on the Ace 3 
is also trumped by the sharper 720p display 
on the Moto G. On top of that, as of January, 
Motorola has upgraded the Moto G to the 
superior Android 4.4 software, which adds 
useful features.

It ends up being a one-sided fight. The Ace 3 
was clearly designed before Motorola redefined 
our expectations of cheaper smartphones and 

Samsung will have to step things up with the 
inevitable Ace 4.

APPs & interfAce
The Ace 3 hasn’t been spared Samsung’s usual 
app onslaught, despite the memory being 
capped at 8GB. 

There are 46 apps ready and waiting when 
you first boot up the device, meaning  
3GB of the already limited storage space  
is taken up. 

To make matters worse, some of these apps 
double up on functions. There are two voice 
recording apps and Samsung has included its 
own app storefront to push its own content, 
along with the standard Google Play store. 

If you’re buying a lower-priced handset, we 
very much doubt that half of the apps the 
company has conjured up will appeal to you. 
Some sort of partnership with TripAdvisor 
means you’re given the holiday-searching 
app, which is great for maybe two or three 
occasions a year. The rest of the time it will 

just take up valuable storage space. 
The user interface could also do with some 

trimming down. Given that the Ace 3 isn’t 
designed for hardcore phone users, it shoves a 
lot of information in your face. 

Pull down the notifications bar and it’s quite 
easy to get lost in the sea of tabs, buttons and 
alerts. There’s not even space on screen to 
display the date without scrolling. 

Clearly, Samsung has got its handset design 
right with the Ace 3, but it needs to attend to 
both the software and specs if it hopes to part 
you from your cash.

conclusion
If the Moto G hadn’t been launched we’d have 
no trouble recommending the Galaxy Ace 3. 

The minimalist design is great, with a shiny, 
glossy finish. The bright screen complements a 
spec sheet that can handle simple 2D games. 
And the camera is perfect for casual use. 

But Motorola’s Moto G offers you a better 
processor, a superior screen and a beefier 
battery for less money. 

Samsung’s next lower-priced offering will 
surely be more competitive but for now, the 
Moto G remains the sub-£200 phone to beat.

PeRFoRMAnce 
HHHHH

USABILIty 
HHHHH 

DeSIGn 
HHHHH 

FeAtUReS 
HHHHH 

overAll HHHHH The Samsung Galaxy Ace 3 is a good handset that’s been made irrelevant by cheaper 
competition. While it packs a vibrant display and solid specs, similar phones sit well 
below the £180 benchmark set here. Samsung will have to rethink its pricing.

+ Bright, detailed screen
+ Sleek, premium design
+ Ideal size for a cheaper handset

– Cluttered user interface
– Price too high compared to Moto G
– Too many apps pre-installed

Hold the Galaxy Ace 3 steady and you’re likely to get a decent image out of the camera. But 
the slightest amount of camera shake will result in a blurry image such as the one pictured 
above right. For £180, the camera offers decent quality in well-lit scenes. But it will struggle 
to cope in darker environments. 

Samsung has recently pledged to improve its 
software across its mobile devices. After using 
the Ace 3, we understand why. 

S Planner, S Voice and S Translator were 
installed but none of them stood out.

camera: best and worsts-uperfluous apps?

review samsung galaxy ace 3

“3GB of the already limited storage space is 
taken up by the 46 apps on the device”

S Planner offers nothing new compared to Google’s 
calendar app that comes as standard with Android
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When the HTC One arrived last 
February it was hailed as one of 
the best-ever high-end Android 

phones. Reviewers everywhere fell in love 
with the One’s slick unibody aluminium 
case. HTC followed it up with the cheaper 
One Mini.

These phones introduced us to HTC’s whizz-
bang camera software ‘Zoe’ (short for zoetrope), 
which shoots a couple of seconds of video that 
you can then manipulate into a final image of 
your choice; for example, if someone in a group 
shot isn’t smiling, just find the frame where they 
smile – and that’s the final shot.

Zoe and other fun photo editing tools have 
now filtered down to the cheaper Desire 601. 
The 601 is a cousin to the One Mini, sharing the 
same Snapdragon 400 chip, though the 601 has 
a different spec of camera and screen (see  
box, opposite).

Design
Design-wise it’s just another identikit mid-
range Android smartphone, with a detachable 
rubberised plastic back revealing a user-
replaceable battery (yay). 

The 601 has been built for a mid-range price. 
That means no metal case, but it still has the 
feel of a quality product.

It also shares the Beats Audio speaker 
technology, which generates a remarkably clear 
and powerful noise for such a thin enclosure.

Features
If you were to get into your time machine and 
went back to 2007 (the year of the first iPhone), 
the spec of the 601 would have had Apple 
in tears. It boasts a crisp and bright 4.5-inch 
screen, a quality 5MP camera and sophisticated 
built-in apps such as Google Navigation. Yet 
these specs now rank as average.

This is a measure of how quickly mobile 
phone technology has accelerated. A device 
such as the 601 will raise a shrug among the 
gadget cognoscenti fixated on the latest £500-
plus pocket super-computers.

The fact that the Desire 601 does not 

review HTC DESIRE 601
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30 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

Removable plastic back Beats Audio speakers

price: £244 
reviewer: Mark Wyatt

The HTC Desire 601 offers you a relatively cheap way into the world of 4G mobile

HtC Desire 601

Os Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean)
processor 1.4GHz dual-core Snapdragon 400
screen 4.5 inches
resolution 540 x 960 pixels
memory 1GB 
storage 8GB, expandable to 64GB

Camera 5MP (rear), 0.3MP (front)
Video 1080p@30fps
Connectivity 3G, Wi-Fi, 802.11 a/b/g/n
Dimensions 134.5 x 66.7 x 9.88mm
Weight 130g
Battery 2,100 mAH

spec sheet
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command headlines shows how difficult it is 
for mobile phone makers to come up with new 
‘wow’ factors (curved screens? Really?)

The reality is the Desire 601 is all the 
smartphone most of us will ever need. The 
601 will take and manipulate photographs and 
videos in a way that the snap-and-shot camera 
of five years ago couldn’t dream of (oh look, I 
can edit the shape of my face and add any of a 
dozen or so tints and embellishments).

It will locate your position on planet Earth 
within a few feet and guide you to practically 
any destination you want (subject to you 
coughing up the appropriate operator data 
charges). And it will store hundreds of your 

favourite tunes and play them with  
remarkable fidelity.

In short, it does exceedingly well what every 
modern smartphone will do.

all aBOut tHe BaDge
Reviewing smartphones is like road testing 
cars. All modern cars are extremely well 
designed and reliable.

The user choice usually comes down to badge 
snobbery and it’s the same with mobile phones. 
Apple, Sony, Nokia and Samsung now appear to 
operate at the BMW, Mercedes, Lexus and  
Audi end, with LG, Huawei and HTC equivalent 
to Volkswagen, Ford and Vauxhall. 

If the HTC One is an Audi A3, the desire 601 is 
a Golf. And there’s nothing wrong with that. 

COnClusiOn
Elsewhere, we sing the praises of the £135ish 
Moto G as the ultimate cheaper Android 
smartphone. The Desire 601 costs around £100 
more, for which you get 4G capability. 

HTC seems incapable of imbuing its range 
with any real identity though. Most mobile 
phone geeks would be hard pressed to name a 
model in the HTC range apart from the One. 

In a market driven ‘coolness’, the Desire  
601 could easily be dismissed as another  
‘beige’ Android. 

PerForMAnce 
HHHHH

USABility 
HHHHH 

deSiGn 
HHHHH 

FeAtUreS 
HHHHH 

OVerall HHHHH 4G at an affordable price is the Desire 601’s big claim (if you regard £240 as 
affordable). That’s not enough reason to buy it because 4G is currently not worth the 
premium, or the cost of a similarly specced 3G smartphone like the Moto G.

+ Beats Audio speaker sound
+ Onboard photo editing
+ Expandable to 64GB

– Could do with a more powerful battery
– Low-resolution screen
– No HTC UltraPixel camera sensor

The HTC One Mini is a cousin to the Desire 
601 in the HTC family. They both share the 
same Snapdragon 400 chip and Android 4.2.2 
operating system, but there the resemblance 
ends. The One Mini gets a smart aluminium 
suit while the 601 dresses down with a 
detachable plastic case – good news if you 
like to change the colour of your phone.

The One Mini weighs in with a 4.5-inch 
screen, beating the 601’s 4.3-inch display 
and offering a resolution of 720 x 1,280 pixels 
over the 601’s 540 x 
960 (although the 
601 screen still looks 
mighty fine).

The One Mini’s 
5MP camera edges 
it over the 601’s 4MP 
job but you’ll be hard 
pressed to notice the 
difference, unless you 
like to really enlarge 
your photos. The Mini 
also has twice the 
601’s 8GB of storage.

HtC One mini v 601

review HTC DESIRE 601

A nice touch: Kids mode lets you set the 601 up to be 
child-friendly without letting them loose on the internet

Scribble is a nice little bundled app that gives you ready-
made templates to write diary, to-do and reminder notes
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Along with JCB, CAT aka 
Caterpillar has lent its name to 
rufty-tufty phones that invite 

outdoors abuse from tough guys and gals.
The B100 is another rugged candybar-shaped 

handset designed for the great outdoors, or 
day-to-day use by people with active jobs. 
Don’t expect a state-of-the-art screen or a 
plethora of apps: the B100 is designed simply 
to survive. So is it the ideal choice for the 
phone bashers among us?

Armoured build
The B100 is bulky for good reason. The plastic 
and metal case is said to resist shocks from 
drops of up to 1.8 metres. So we dropped it. 
Then we kicked it. It took a licking and came 
up ticking without a scratch. 

At nearly 5 inches, this CAT is a tad 
bigger than robust rivals such as the JCB 
Toughphone. But the extra space makes room 
for the 3-megapixel rear camera and a large 
loudspeaker to ensure you hear incoming calls. 

review cat b100
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32 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

“We dropped it. Then we kicked it. It took a 
licking and came up ticking without a scratch”

Survives immersion in 
water for half an hour

Case may be a little bulky 
but it is also impenetrable

Screen 2.2 inches
resolution 240 x 320 pixels
Camera 3MP
Video 240 x 320 pixels @30fps
dimensions 122.94 x 55.88 x 7.6mm
Weight 136g
battery Li-Ion 1,150 mAh
ports micro-USB
Waterproof 30 minutes at 1 metre
Fall 1.8 metres
temperatures -25OC to 55OC

Spec sheet

price: £380 
reviewer: Jamie Feltham

The last CAT phone was a let-down, so will the B100 be any better?

CAt b100
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tough CredentiAlS
CAT says the B100 can safely be dunked in a 
metre of water for up to half an hour. We left 
it fully submerged in a jug for 30 minutes and 
found no ill effects.

As part of the waterproofing construction, 
the B100’s ports have been covered with 
removable rubber on the sides of the handset. 
In fact, the micro-USB port is so well protected 
that only certain cables can connect to it. The 
supplied cable fitted but a bunch in the office 
wouldn’t hook up. 

A removable battery is accessed by 
unscrewing a panel on the back. You’ll 
probably need a small coin to turn the large 
screws. CAT also claims the B100 will work in 
temperatures ranging from -25C to 55C, which 
makes it perfect for anyone exploring active 
volcanos or taking a trip to the South Pole. 

A dreary British winter meant we couldn’t 
put this claim to the test. Large buttons enable 
the phone to be operated if you’re wearing 
gloves, though.

AppS, CAmerA & CAllS
Take away its tough outer garments and you’ll 
find the B100 is a fairly basic feature phone. 
The 2.2-inch LCD screen displays a simple 
menu with just a few extra features such as  
an organiser. 

There are no games pre-loaded, although you 

can download some. A Google Maps app is on 
board though it will work slowly compared to 
those on smartphones. 

Then there’s the basic 3-megapixel camera, 
which produced clear, crisp images – albeit 
small in size – which is useful when you’re 

navigating the great outdoors. You’ll need to 
upload them to a computer to share them as 
there are no Facebook or Twitter apps, and 
photos won’t show up well when enlarged on 
a PC screen.

The B100 handles voice calls with ease. 
A powerful speaker and noise-cancelling 
microphone means you’ll hear most 
conversations over loud ambient noises such 
as the sound of an approaching avalanche. 

This is comforting to know as it’s likely that 
the more extreme adventurers among you may 
need to call the emergency services. (“Can you 
hear me? I’m stuck halfway up Ben Nevis.”) 

ConCluSion
The CAT B100 is a solid, tough phone in  
every sense. It might be lacking in extra 
features and apps but it’s ideal for anyone  
who needs an emergency handset to take  
on grand adventures. 

PerFOrMAnCe 
HHHHH

USABILIty 
HHHHH 

deSIgn 
HHHHH 

FeAtUreS 
HHHHH 

oVerAll HHHHH The CAT B100 withstands harsh conditions and painful blows, with a tough outer 
shell that absorbs the impact of falls, and impressive waterproofing. Beyond that, the 
phone lacks features, games and apps, but this might not be your priority. 

+ Tough outer shell will protect the phone from falls
+ Waterproofing works for half an hour
+ Loudspeaker overcomes noisy environments

– Protected ports block some chargers
– Lacks extra features
– Can’t connect to social platforms

Last July, CAT brought out the B25 feature 
phone (What Mobile, June 2013), and boy did 
we not like it. It was impossible to open the 
battery case without wielding a screwdriver; 
email never worked; the 2-megapixel camera 
produced pictures that could best be descrbed 
as “a photograph of a photograph”; and the 320 x 
240-pixel screen was unremarkable. 

So it’s good to see CAT has quickly improved 
its offering with the B100, although it still won’t 
win any plaudits in the “my phone can do more 
than yours” stakes.

It’s useful to have a rugged phone that can 
resist damage in a war zone. But when the 
bullets aren’t flying, we’d still like a device that 
matches the technical performance of other 
similarly specced and priced handsets. 

And here’s one they made earlier…

review cat b100

“The micro-USB port is so well protected only 
certain cables can connect to it”

A waterproof phone up to 1 metre? We’ll drink to that Oops, we just dropped it on the floor – but everything’s OK
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Archos is known for its gamepads 
(reviewed page 38). But the French 
firm also makes Android-based 

handsets and here we have the 50 Oxygen 
– another standard Android device with a 
few twists and tweaks that may be worth 
a look for the £300 asking price. 

Design & features
The 50 Oxygen is a plain black handset with 
a smooth, curved plastic backing that fits 
comfortably in your hand. The rear can’t be 
removed so you can’t replace the battery. 

Home buttons run below the screen but they’re 
confusing. The standard home, back and menu 
icons have been replaced by a series of dice-like 
dots. There’s no obvious indication as to which 
button does what. The back and menu buttons 
are the opposite sides to most other handsets so 
you’ll end up pressing the back button when you 
wanted the menu. 

The 5-inch HD screen makes this a great phone 
for watching movies and TV shows though.

The 50 Oxygen’s 13-megapixel camera is one 
of its best features. The sensor shoots highly-
detailed images in well-lit environments. Colours 
show up realistically and photos zoom in quite 
far before showing any blur. The flash works well 
in dimly lit environments and it doesn’t suffer 
from shaky hands. There’s also a front-facing 
camera for all your video calling needs. 

Video recording was excellent, producing 
smooth clips that matched the clarity of still pics. 
YouTube is built into the phone, so uploading to 
the web is quick and simple too. 

review archos 50 oxygen

34 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

Function buttons in  
the ‘wrong’ place

Lots of Archos 
‘bloatware’ installed

5 inches of viewing  
real estate

Price: £300 
reviewer: Mark Wyatt

No bells and whistles here – just a solid smartphone minus the gimmicks

archos 50 Oxygen

Os Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Quad-core MediaTek
screen 5 inches
resolution 1,920 x 1,080 pixels
Memory 1GB RAM
storage 16GB

Camera 13MP
Connectivity Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 3G
Dimensions 143 x 70.5 x 9.9mm
Weight 130g
Battery 2,300 mAh

spec sheet
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sOftWare & aPPs
The phone runs on the Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
operating system and you’ll be pleased to learn 
that Google’s interface has been left intact. The 
menu system is the same as you’ll find on most 
Android phones.

 Archos has filled the device with its own apps 
including music and video players that are not as 
good as Google’s. A basic movie editor lets you 
have fun with recorded videos though.

The added files directory and a notepad are 
more helpful than the media add-ons, at least. 

stOrage & PerfOrManCe
Archos claims the 50 Oxygen has 16GB of 
internal storage. The settings menu splits the 
memory between ‘internal storage’ and ‘phone 
storage’, with free space totalling about 11GB, 
which is still a good amount of space for apps 
and games. We’d have liked more clarity about 
the actual space available to the user. 

A quad-core MediaTek chip clocked at 1.5GHz 
runs the engine. We opened 10 apps at once and 
the phoned switched between them quickly, 
without freezing. Many mid-priced phones crash 
when lots of apps are opened. 

The 5-inch screen and HD resolution suck the 
life out of the 2,300 mAh battery. We managed a 
day and a half of use out of it from a full charge. 
Charging took about 3 hours, which is the 
standard with similar smartphones.

 
COnClusiOn
There is nothing really special about this phone 
but it gets the basics right. It has been a while 
since we’ve seen a gimmick-free £300 phone. 

The 50 Oxygen is a mid-priced phone with 
an excellent processor, a great camera and a 
detailed screen. Performance goes beyond what 
you’d expect from a £300 device. 

Saying that, the design could have been 
improved by Archos, the home buttons are 
a confusing jumble and the built-in apps are 
largely pointless. But if the screen, camera and 
chip are more important to you, take a look.

PeRFoRMAnce 
HHHHH

UsABiliTy 
HHHHH 

desiGn 
HHHHH 

FeATURes 
HHHHH 

OVerall HHHHH With its large, high-definition screen and powerful hardware, the Archos 50 Oxygen 
is a solid mid-priced smartphone. It’s great for movies and can run demanding games 
without crashing. There’s nothing unique here but for £300 it’s worth a look.

+ Large, detailed screen is great for watching films
+ Processor capable of running demanding games
+ Camera performs well

– Most features done better elsewhere
– Pointless built-in apps
– Confusion over storage space

Archos has loaded the 50 Oxygen with its 
own music and video software to compete 
with Google’s stock apps. Neither Archos 
Music nor Archos Video offers anything 
more than a simple interface to select tracks 
or clips. If Google has two perfectly usable 
apps already, why bother making your own? 
It’s a puzzling decision.

Memory hogs
At 5 inches, the 50 Oxygen’s display 
makes it a sizeable piece of kit. As you 
can see, it’s a much bigger phone than the 
iPhone 5s (below left). Even so, it doesn’t 
pack as much power as Apple’s device.

iOxygen

review archos 50 oxygen

There is a very noticeable size difference between 
the 50 Oxygen and the iPhone 5s – if you’re looking 
for a phone that is easy to hold in one hand, it’s hard 
to recommend Archos’ device

Camera shoots  
detailed images

Front-facing camera  
for video calls
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design of a pricey Apple tablet.  
But if you’re forking out just £119, 
you’re unlikely to be bothered.

Power buttons and the rear-facing 
camera are at opposite ends of the 
device. Hold the tablet with power 
and volume buttons on top and 
you’ll find the camera control on 
the bottom. Holding the Hudl with 
the camera on top puts the volume 
buttons on the underside, which 
feels ergonomically awkward. 

It looks like the Hudl has been 
designed to be used in landscape 
mode. This would explain why the 
front camera and charging dock 
are in the middle. We think more 
consideration should have been 
given to people who prefer to hold 
a tablet like a book. 

Tesco’s FinesT?
Google’s Android 4.2 Jelly Bean 
operating system has had very little 
added to it by Tesco’s techies. The 
menu and interface are exactly as 
you’d find on Google’s own Nexus 
tablets, which offer a simple layout 
of apps. If you’ve used an Android 
device before, you’ll adapt to the 
Hudl in an instant. 

You’ll be unsurprised to learn 
the Hudl carries a lot of Tesco 

advertising. There are Tesco-branded 
apps and widgets a-plenty, which are meant 

to be helpful to Tesco customers. For example, 

The existence of the Tesco 
Hudl says something 
about how much the 

tablet market has grown. Four 
years on from cynics claiming 
the Apple iPad was nothing 
more than a “big iPhone”, 
supermarkets are clambering 
aboard the tablet bandwagon. 

With the Hudl, Tesco has taken 
the family angle and come up with 
a cheap Android tablet packing 
a 7-inch screen. But is it good 
enough to rival Google’s Nexus 7?

Design
The Hudl is a little bigger than 
other 7-inch tablets due to a thick 
bezel that’s over a centimetre wide 
on every side around the screen. 
This make it awkward to hold 
one-handed in a portrait position. 
Your thumbs have to stretch too far. 
Normally 7-inch tablets are ideal 
for reading books and browsing the 
web one-handed, but not the Hudl.

A glossy finish on the front of the 
device gives it a quality feel. But 
there’s a gap between the flimsy 
plastic back and the case. You can 
even push the back in slightly, 
which undermines any sense of its 
robustness. The Hudl branding on 
the rear also adds to the feeling  
of cheapness. 

The Hudl might not boast the cutting-edge 

review tesco hudl

36 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

Portal to the wonderful 
world of Tesco

Bezel around the screen 
is a tad too wide

os Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Quad-core A9
screen 7 inches
Resolution 1,440 x 900 pixels
Memory 1GB RAM

storage 16GB
connectivity Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Dimensions 128.8 x 192.8 x 9.85 mm
Weight 370g
Battery 9 hours

spec sheet
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aT a glance

Price: £119 
Reviewer: Jamie Feltham

If you’re a Tesco Clubcard customer on a tight budget we think we might have found your ideal tablet

Tesco Hudl
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PeRFoRMAnce 
HHHHH

UsABility 
HHHHH 

desiGn 
HHHHH 

FeAtURes 
HHHHH 

oVeRall HHHHH No awards for specs or design but we can recommend the Hudl as a family orientated 
tablet that will let you store pictures, browse the web and watch movies. The knock-
down £119 price and simple software will be welcomed by Tesco customers.

+ Super-low price
+ Perfect portal to Tesco shopping
+ Mini-HDMI port

–  Sluggish processor
–  Full of Tesco-centric bloatware
–  Poor ergonomics

a dedicated shopping app for home deliveries 
brings baked beans to your door in a couple of 
clicks. And you’ll find a store locator and three 
separate apps for Tesco’s Blinkbox media-
streaming services. You can even spend Tesco 
Clubcard points on movies and TV shows. 

As the Hudl is only available through Tesco, 
much of this Tesco bloatware might actually 
be useful. At least these apps only take up half 
a gigabyte of the standard 16GB storage. Yet 
only 11.9GB of that is available to the user. We 
couldn’t trace where the missing 3.5GB was 
being used, so we wonder how Tesco is able to 
advertise the Hudl as a 16GB device. 

PeRFoRMance
You can’t expect state-of-the-art performance 
for £119. The Hudl’s quad-core processor is 
clocked at a decent 1.5GHz, but we noticed 
a delay of a second when switching from 
landscape to portrait mode. It often froze before 
adjusting to how we moved it. 

It’s also slower than its main rivals, with as 
much as a 4-second delay from pressing the 
YouTube icon to the app opening. When using 
ComiXology to read comic books, the app 
stuttered when turning the page. It would then 
take a few seconds to render the next image 
from pixellated to sharp. 

conclusion 
Despite being built to a budget price, the  
Hudl has a mini-HDMI port, making it a  
great tablet for watching films. With the 
appropriate HD cable – which you’ll have to buy 
yourself – you can connect it to a HD television. 
It’s a useful addition. 

The Hudl’s HD screen is itself good for 
showing YouTube videos and it’s fine for movie 
streaming, displaying images that are crisp  
and clear. 

The glut of Tesco apps might not be to 
everyone’s taste. And performance delays will 
be a concern if you’re serious about making 
a tablet your main computing device. If that 
sounds like you, there are clearly better options 
out there, but the slight time lag won’t bother 
most potential buyers at this price.

Processor
iPad Mini ARM Cortex-A9, dual- 
  core, 1GHz 
Google Nexus 7  Krait, quad-core,1.5GHz  
Tesco Hudl Mali 400, quad-core,  
  1.5GHz

screeN
iPad Mini 2,048 x 1,536 pixels
Google Nexus 7 1,920 x 1,200 pixels
Tesco Hudl 1,440 x 900 pixels

sTorAGe
iPad Mini 16GB to 128GB
Google Nexus 7 16GB to 32GB
Tesco Hudl 16GB

WeiGHT
iPad Mini 308g 
Google Nexus 7 370g
Tesco Hudl 290g

specs comparison

review tesco hudl

“We couldn’t trace the missing 3.5GB so how 
can it be advertised as a 16GB device?”

The menu and interface are just like on a Google Nexus The camera is okay but it needs good lighting conditions
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looks like a big Nintendo Gameboy with playing 
controls on either side. 

It certainly looks the part but it faces 
competition, not only from other Android tablets, 
but also from Sony and Nintendo’s cheaper 
handheld gaming systems the PlayStation Vita 
and 3DS. 

Design & layout
The GamePad 2 has a distinctive look. It will 
work in a portrait position but has been designed 
for use in landscape mode. 

Game controls reside at each end, making it 
resemble an enlarged PlayStation Vita, with its 
sleek black finish. 

Tablets are great devices to play 
games on. Whether it’s a quick few 
rounds of Angry Birds or losing 

yourself for hours in a role playing game, 
there’s something for everyone in the 
world of mobile games. And all are priced 
well below the £40 to £50 you’d pay for a 
console game.

French manufacturer Archos has brought 
gaming to a console-shaped Android tablet 
with the £200 GamePad 2 – a 7-inch slate that 

review archos gamepad 2

38 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

The wide bezel makes it 
hard to hold one-handed

The well-placed buttons 
won’t stretch your thumbs

os Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Quad-core A9, 1.6GHz
screen 1,280 x 800 pixels, 7 inches
MeMory 2GB RAM
storage 8GB/16GB

caMera Front-facing only
ViDeo 1,080p @ 30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth
Ports micro-USB, micro-HDMI
DiMensions 200.5 x 154 x 9.9mm

spec sheet

Price: £200 
reviewer: Jamie Feltham

Here’s a 7-inch Android tablet built like a handheld console for gaming – is it the best of both worlds?

archos gamePad 2
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at a glance

“The PlayStation Vita has more accurate 
analogue control sticks for action games”
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PeRFoRMAnce 
HHHHH

USABIlIty 
HHHHH 

DeSIGn 
HHHHH 

FeAtUReS 
HHHHH 

oVerall HHHHH This could have been a great tablet/console hybrid, but while the button layout is 
comfortable, the thumbsticks aren’t as easy to use as regular video game controllers. It also 
struggles with some games and the form factor isn’t the ideal shape for a mini tablet. 

+ Unique design
+ Selection of bundled games
+ Mini-HDMI port

–  Sluggish processor
–  Full of unnecessary bloatware
–  Outdated version of Android

The controls layout wisely emulates usual 
game controls and is fine for two-handed 
operation. No need to stretch your thumbs or 
fingers to reach any of the buttons. 

The back is slightly convex to support your 
middle finger. But while the face buttons on the 
right are responsive, the directional pad on the 
left feels spongy when pressed. 

Play fast-paced games like shooters and the 
two thumbsticks struggle to keep up, while 
using the right stick to ‘look around’ doesn’t offer 
the precision of other controllers. It beats rolling 
your thumb around on the touchscreen to get a 
good view of the play area though.

The GamePad 2 is too much of a gaming device 
to qualify as a tablet. Wide bezels discourage 
one-handed operation and the landscape 
orientation is not the best for reading books or 
apps that work better in a portrait profile. 

But if you’re more driven by gaming, then 
this is a well-designed piece of kit. The game 
buttons can also be used for conventional use 
such as scrolling through a menu and launching 
apps. And a mini-HDMI port will let you mirror 
your games on an HD TV set, while using the 
GamePad 2’s buttons to control gameplay. 

A front-facing camera is fine for video calls but 
there is no rear camera.  

softWare & aPPs
The GamePad 2 works just like any other 
Android tablet. It comes with Google’s 4.2 Jelly 
Bean operating system, though there’s no word 
on an update to the latest Android 4.4 version. 
That’s a shame given that the ‘immersion mode’ 

in 4.4 eliminates the need for on-screen home 
buttons – ideal for games. 

We usually disapprove of manufacturers filling 
the storage space you paid for with its own apps. 
But with the GamePad 2, the ‘bloatware’ is a 
bonus. There are free copies of Modern Combat 
4 and Asphalt 8 pre-loaded to show off what the 
tablet is capable of (see above). 

An Archos app store sells compatible games 
including classics like Grand Theft Auto III and 
Minecraft. There are many titles on offer so you 
don’t have to worry about support for the device. 

Archos couldn’t resist pushing some of its less 
helpful apps though. It has included its own 
movie and TV playback apps, which don’t offer 
any benefit over Google’s own apps. So a chunk 
of the tablet’s 16GB storage space is already 
taken up by stuff that’s not needed.

PerforMance
A gaming device needs a powerful chip, so 
we were pleased to see a quad-core processor 
clocked at 1.6GHz. Yet there were some glitches 

with the pre-installed games. Modern Combat 
4 didn’t run smoothly and the frame rate slowed 
at times. However, any tablet running large 3D 
games at all is impressive and the stuttering 
never made games unplayable. 

After about 10 minutes of play, the rear of the 
GamePad got rather hot but it never overheated.

conclusion
The problem with the GamePad 2 is its 
competition. The Sony PlayStation Vita and 
Nintendo 3DS, at around £170, offer better 
games, while the Vita has much more accurate 
analogue control sticks that work better for 
action games. Neither of these systems claim 
to be a tablet, but the GamePad 2 lacks basic 
features we’d expect of a budget tablet.

The GamePad 2 is a great concept that fails in 
its execution. The idea of playing Android games 
with the precision of a game controller sounds 
promising but the thumbsticks and buttons 
need fine-tuning before being considered a true 
alternative to touchscreen controls. 

The GamePad 2 includes free versions of Gameloft’s Modern Combat 4 and Asphalt 8. These 
two games push the technology currently available for tablet games. 

Modern Combat 4 looks great for a portable game. But the simplistic shooter gameplay 
will rot your brain and the foul-mouthed characters don’t endear themselves. The tablet also 
struggles to run the game smoothly.

Asphalt 8 is a big step up. The racing is fast, fluid and fun. The GamePad 2’s controls offer 
a tighter, more refined control option than the touchscreen. It runs without a hitch and looks 
great on the tablet’s screen. Of the two games included, Asphalt 8 is definitely the better. 

freebie games

review archos gamepad 2

Find compatible titles aplenty in Archos’ own game store

Modern Combat 4: Pushes the processor past its limit Ashpalt 8: Looks brilliant and offers fast and fluid thrills
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40 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

...my phone can 
find a NEW friend

wow! 
There’s not a lot that your smartphone can’t do 
- including fixing you up with a new special pal… 
Philip Brown reviews the world of dating apps 

can it be true?  
is it really possible 

that my smartphone 

WILL LEAD ME TO the 

man of my dreams?
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L
ooking for love? A surge of new dating apps and services has 
revolutionised how you can meet a partner. The age of the Lonely 
Hearts column and declaring you like long walks in the country is 
over. The internet completely changed the rules of the game and 
now the mobile is doing the same again.

And it’s no longer just a case of signing up, rating your own sense of 
humour on a scale of one to 10, browsing all the lonely hearts – and paying 
a hefty subscription to message those you like the look of.

There are now many types of dating app to choose from. If you’re 
venturing into mobile dating for the first time, you might be overwhelmed 
by the choice. So let’s bring you up to speed.

ThE frEEMIuM rEvOLuTIOn
Any dating service worth its salt has a mobile app and all of them offer 
much the same service on the go. Paid-for apps are by no means superior 
to the free ones, though. 

That’s right: the same ‘freemium’ revolution that’s taken place in mobile 
gaming has changed the landscape in online dating.

Leading the charge is OkCupid, with its 30 million members. Instead 
of relying on sky-high subscriptions, OkCupid banked on making 
enough money from advertising and creating value with analytics on its 
fascinating OkTrends blog. 

As its official blog once pointed out in a thundering post titled ‘Why  
you should never pay for online dating’, subscription services rely on 
enticing new members who have to pay to message or reply to an 
advance, so it’s in these sites’ interest to show you potential dates who 
can’t even respond. 

That might not be true in practice, but with a free service, you know it 
won’t be the case.

Subscription giant Match.com now owns OkCupid and it might be 
telling that the above blog post is no longer available online. Match.com 
may bank on OkCupid acting as a gateway drug for the parent site’s 

subscription service, but millions have had a taste of free online dating and 
the web’s brief history shows that once services go free, they stay. 

Look at this way: freemium means more users, and that means more fish 
in the sea who might be your match.

sITEs fOr yOur EyEs
In truth, all of these competing match-making websites represent an older 
generation of online dating services – ones that let you message potential 
dates in the same area you both claim to live in – and they provide little 
extra on a mobile device. 

The touchscreen interface on your phone is easy for swiping through 
profiles, but when it comes to traditional dating services, that’s about as 
far as the mobile revolution goes.

With sites like eHarmony, Match.com or even OkCupid, you’ve little 
chance of finding the one on your bus to work if you’re not confident 
enough to strike up a conversation with the attractive passenger sat 
next to you.

Some new mobile services make better use of the tech inside your 
smartphone. They put GPS to good use, narrowing your potential 
sweethearts down to those in your immediate vicinity – the ones 
across the street, not five miles away.

These location-based dating apps follow the same approximate 
formula: you ‘like’ the profile pictures of those using them around you, 
and if you get a match, you’re connected to talk.

Badoo, founded by Russian internet entrepreneur Andrey Andreev 
in 2006, spearheaded this movement before the iPhone even existed. 
The site now lays claim to 201 million users, which is about a third of 
Twitter’s user base. 

A new wave of apps has followed in recent years, with smartphones 
reaching critical mass, prompted further by the advent of easy sign-
in via Facebook. First came the mobile-only Grindr, a location app 
that’s taken off in gay communities in many cities. Its heterosexual 
counterpart Tinder – run by a different company – followed. 

There are plenty more besides, and they all offer a slight twist on the 
concept, be it better security or group meet-ups (see our top picks, page 
43). This sort of app is all about instant gratification. 

   www.whatmobile.net 41

MOBILE DATING

“We’re all going online  
to meet people’

40-43_Mobile Dating_March14_reD.indd   41 04/02/2014   16:35

WorldMags.netWorldMags.net

WorldMags.net

http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/
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MOBILE DATING

That’s right, though many of these services say they’re for finding true 
love or meeting friends in a new city, there’s no question that a large 
number of their users are after little more than quick hook-ups. 

As a result, a more old school dating service might be better if you’re 
looking for a lasting relationship, not a booty call. 

Free services are littered with spammers too, so be very careful. The app 
might suggest there are plenty of attractive people around you, but they 
might not all be real or after the same thing as you.

OnE-In-fOur succEss rATE
Do these services work? Horror stories abound around online dating, 
to be sure. As you might expect, the most common complaint hasn’t 
changed over the years: the person you meet doesn’t look like their profile 
picture. Perhaps their photo was taken years ago in flattering light? 
Or more worryingly, they found it on a licence-free image site such as 
Shutterstock, with the hope of conning you into a date. 

Then there are the urban myths: the man who turns up on a date with 
something odd, like an inexplicably large duffel bag and a ventriloquist’s 
doll. Or the woman who dates the same man twice under different 
profiles, without him realising, just for her own amusement.

But for every one of these disasters, there are matches. Lots of them. 
This is as true for free services as subscription sites. Anecdotally, we’ve 

never heard of any bad OkCupid encounters – but we have heard of at 
least one lasting relationship born of the couple’s match through  
the site.

A Pew Research survey drew some astonishing findings: one in 10 
people have used an online dating website or mobile app, and of these, 
23% have met their long-term partner or spouse through one.

 That’s an almost one-in-four chance of meeting your match online. We 
like those odds – they sound more promising than chatting someone up in 
a noisy nightclub.

‘Kirsten’, who now lives with the boyfriend she met on eHarmony, tells 
What Mobile that it’s worth taking the plunge – and being patient that 
you’ll find your match.

“All those supposedly intelligently algorithms can sometimes seem like a 
wasted effort when you don’t hit it off – but one day you will,” she says.

“Matching is an inherently imperfect science, which doesn’t work well 
most of the time.

“But it worked out perfectly for me in the end!”
Perhaps one of these apps can help you too. Good luck!

•	 Make sure you produce an accurate 
profile. There’s no point telling fibs 
or bending the truth about your likes 
and dislikes.  

•	 Use an up-to-date photograph. Get 
someone else to take your photo. 
Selfies can indicate you’re a bit sad. 

•	 Don’t just go on looks. Attraction is 
an important part of any relationship 
but if your personalities don’t match, 
you’re headed for a nightmare. 

•	 Always meet your date in a public 
place and let a trusted friend or a 
family member know where you are 
going, who you’re seeing and when 
you will be back. 

•	 Do your research. If someone sounds too good to be true, they might 
well be. Work out what’s important to you and look for a realistic match.

•	 Be selective in the emails and messages you respond to. You don’t have 
to answer every contact. 

•	 Respond with individual messages tailored to each person. A stock 
response email is easy to spot. 

PIcK ThE rIGhT APP
“Decide if you want something serious 
(eHarmony), casual (Badoo), a date (Tinder), 
straight (match.com) or gay (Scruff or 
Dattch). Don’t pay for a service until you’ve 
tried it and know you value it enough to 
subscribe. When creating a profile, get the 
basics right, a picture where you can see 
your face – not your friend or your cat, just 
you. Don’t describe yourself as “Ask me 
:)” Put something in they can actually ask 
you about: what do you find funny? Where 
was your best-ever holiday? The easier you 
make it for someone to start talking to you, 
the faster you’ll get yourself a date.” 
– Robyn Exton, Dattch

how to play the online dating game

“It’s not you Kevin. It’s me. I’m an Android gal 
you’re a Windows Phone kind of guy”

Dattch: a free app for the 
ladies – no men allowed
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the top 10 dating apps 
OkCupid Dating  
(iPhone, Android)
Price: Free
By far and away the easiest 
free service with critical 
mass, OkCupid is well worth 
checking out, wherever you 
live. Technically it’s a freemium 
service, but a few features are 
blocked – you can upgrade to 
A-list status to get rid of ads  
and surf privately. 
Why are you still here?  
Download the app.

Tinder 
(iPhone, Android)
Price: Free
Tinder is the hottest (hetero, at 
least) location-based match-
making app right now, with a 
very similar concept to Grindr. 
You log in through Facebook and 
‘like’ those around you. If you get 
a match, you can message each 
other. Tinder has built a reputation 
very much as a hook-up service, so 
if you’re looking for your soulmate, 
try another app.

Match.com  
(iPhone, Android, Windows)
Price: £29.99 for a month
Match.com may now own 
OkCupid but its subscription 
service still attracts many users – a 
slightly older crowd – and its  
event nights are a logical 
combination of online and speed 
dating. The subscription may be 
off-putting but its profiles will 
generally be genuine.

eHarmony  
(iPhone, Android)
Price: £44.95 for a month
Pricey, but one of the longest-
running online dating sites for a 
reason: it now claims more than 
three million members in the UK 
alone, again with a slightly older 
audience than OkCupid.

Lovestruck Dating  
(iPhone, Android)
Price: Free
One of the bigger free sites. 
It skews to a slightly older 
audience and is worth checking 
out if you want a mix of online 
dating and face-to-face match-
making events.

UniformDating  
(iPhone, Android)
Price: £29.99 for a month
This one is a bit niche, but 
each to their own, right? 
UniformDating should be your 
first port of call if you’re looking 
to catch anyone in uniform – or 
happen to be one yourself.

MeetMoi  
(iPhone)
Price: Free
An iPhone-only location app 
with a slight twist: you can invite 
a wingman for group invitations, 
which should provide a level of 
reassurance if you’re concerned 
about safety.

Grindr  
(iPhone, Android, BlackBerry)
Price: Free
Grindr has achieved explosive 
popularity in its short life. This 
location-based app for gay and bi 
men showed how easy a location 
dating app could be, whatever 
your orientation – using your 
Facebook profile and your 
location to cut straight to the 
chase. Imitators soon followed.

SinglesAroundMe  
(iPhone, Android, BlackBerry)
Price: Free
Another location-based match-
making app, this one tries to 
marry convenience with safety 
by letting you mask your true 
location by several miles, so 
you can flirt with others in the 
general vicinity, all while making 
absolutely certain that others 
can’t work out where you are by 
GPS pinpoint.

Badoo  
(iPhone, Android)
Price: Free or £1.99 premium 
One of the first social/location 
matchmaking apps, Badoo now 
claims more than 200 million 
members worldwide, so wherever 
you are you’re sure to find 
someone nearby who  
wants something... 

Just be aware that its app 
repeatedly pesters you for extra 
details and coin.
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44 Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

There can be few more important places to have a fast data connection than a major transport hub, 
especially when your train’s been cancelled and you’re trying to quickly find out when the next one 
departs. So let’s see how Vodafone, O2 and EE cope with 4G at London’s congested stations

The 4G platform
Fact: only crazy people drive to London. Navigating the 

winding roads and braving the bustling traffic can be 
hair-tearingly frustrating, to say the least. And then you 

have to find a parking space. If you ask commuters, there’s only 
one way to go: by train.

London has around 360 railway stations varying in scale from lesser-
used stops such as Battersea to iconic hubs like King’s Cross.

Be it Edinburgh or Plymouth, most places in Britain are hooked up to 
the nation’s capital by train, with commuters and tourists whisked in 
and out daily.

So this month we’re bringing our 4G test to the city’s busiest stations, 
pitting EE, O2 and Vodafone head-to-head. 

When waiting for a train, we need our phones on hand for reliable 
transport updates and to find our way around the city. So which network 
will serve up the quickest updates for travellers?

If you recall our last tour of London’s music venues, you’ll know EE is 
still the one to beat. O2 and Vodafone have fought hard for second place, 
but so far the 4G specialist remains unbeaten. Vodafone has the most to 
prove, having come in third last time. 

Remember, EE’s service promises speeds of between 24Mbps and 
30Mbps. Last time around it had little trouble living up to that claim 
(and even surpassing it). 

Will it be the same story this time or will the reign of Kevin Bacon 
finally come to an end?

You’ll make a quick 4G getaway at St Pancras, where EE took off with a 
whopping 30.93Mbps. Vodafone and O2 were left at the platform, with 
26.49Mbps and 22.06Mbps respectively.

EE poured more coal onto the fire, steaming to 31.26Mbps. Hot on its 
heels was O2 with 30.78Mbps and Vodafone with 28.03Mbps. 4G sped 
away at full tilt for all three networks at King’s Cross.
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At Charing Cross, the high-speed fun continued as EE thundered ahead 
with a blistering 39.43Mbps, while Vodafone’s 28.93Mbps and O2’s 
24.19Mbps kept us out of the waiting room.

The bustle of Victoria hardly impacted on our three 4G network SIM cards. 
EE built up a head of steam at 26.4Mbps and O2 produced an electrifying 
24.83Mbps. Vodafone chugged by with 15.93Mbps.

HS2 will eventually leave from Euston, where Vodafone clocked up a test 
day best of 44.67Mbps. Now that’s what we call fast. O2 and EE were, in 
turn, level-pegging with 33.72Mbps and 32.68Mbps.

Our 4G journey arrived into Marylebone, with Vodafone whooshing 
through with 30.88Mbps, while O2 and EE eased up slightly, reaching 
21.84Mbps and 21.28Mbps respectively. 

Vodafone and EE were derailed at Liverpool Street, where their normally 
stonking speeds slowed to a crawl of 9.76Mbps for EE and 7.15Mbps for 
Vodafone. O2 fared better with 22.46.

The signals were obviously green for O2 at London Bridge as the network 
shot through with 36.58Mbps, hogging bandwidth from Vodafone,with 
20.73Mbps and EE with 16.86Mbps.
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lowest speed:  
liverpool Street

EE won the 4G battle of Waterloo, with 25.36Mbps, narrowly squeezing 
O2’s respectable 25.31Mbps into second place. Alas, Vodafone was left 
trailing, with 19.34Mbps.

They don’t call it Cannon Street for nothing. EE shot out with the day’s 
second fastest score of 41.55Mbps. Vodafone barrelled ahead with 
31.28Mbps, while O2 blasted out 25.31Mbps. 
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It was a mixed bag for our contenders this 
time around, but there are a few things we 
can pull from our trip around London’s top 

train stations.
The graphs clearly show that EE is once again the 

fastest network. The 4G specialist took first place at 
six of our 10 locations. But Vodafone recorded the best 
speed of the day, with 41.55Mbps at Euston. That was only rivalled by a 
top-rate 41.55Mbps at Cannon Street by EE.

That doesn’t mean O2 and Vodafone had a bad showing. Vodafone 
improved leaps and bounds over last month’s performance. It even 

managed to take first place at Euston. 
Last month, O2 failed to beat the competition at  

any location, but it pulled off a few second-placed 
positions this time, as well as securing a couple of  
wins. One of them was at London Bridge, a location 
that’s proved tough for all of our tested networks in  
the past.

Overall, it was an encouraging 4G test. Not long ago, the likes of EE 
failed to consistently hit promised targets of between 24Mbps and 
44Mbps. But now we’re seeing each network achieve that more often 
than not. 4G is finally becoming viable.
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We look at Wordeo – the latest hot clip-making app to hit the iPhone – plus the best new releases 

Wordeo up
Reviewer: Jamie Feltham – for full reviews, check out WhatMobile.net 

Wordeo
Free (iOS)
 
Ever find that your text messages are bit, well, wordy? 
Wish you could spruce up greetings, updates and 
sicknotes with some video-aid? Then Wordeo, a new app 
for the iPhone, could be for you.

Wordeo is aiming to take on the likes of Vine and 
Instagram with its unique video messaging service. 
It’s sort of like a word association game; you type your 
message and then the app assigns two-second video 
clips to each word. It will then appear as a slideshow 
when you share it in-app, on Facebook, Twitter or via 
email. You might type, “What Mobile is the best” (you 
might!). You’d then see a clip of a man scratching his 
head for “What”, followed by someone using a mobile 
phone for “Mobile” (duh), and perhaps a trophy for best. 
Get it?

A partnership with Getty Images is in place, so Wordeo 
already has a host of stock clips in its database. Each 
word will have a number of clips assigned to it, so you’ll 
be able to personalise, to a degree. Better yet, you’ll be 
able to upload your own videos and use a basic in-app 
editor to assign them to specific words. You can tell your 
own personal stories and make short films, complete with 
your very own footage.

Once put together, messages can be customised in a 
number of different ways. Music tracks can be fiddled 
with so you might want to find a more fitting guitar solo 
for your journey to work, while twenty different fonts 
are available. We didn’t confirm if ‘comic sans’ would be 
ready for the more wacky users out there. 

As for limits, the cap currently aims to be just under 
30 seconds per Wordeo, which means you have about 14 
clips to use each time. Think of it as shooting, editing and 
releasing a movie, all in the space of a few minutes.

While Wordeo has access to both Twitter and Facebook 
in-app, it also has its very own feed where you can 
share your messages and see your friends. There’s even 
a popular feed for trending Wordeos, which gives this 
the potential to be the next Vine in terms of sharing 
ridiculous clips with friends.

Wordeo is launching on iOS for iPhone and iPod Touch 
today and is compatible for both versions 6 and 7, though 
the makers promise it’s just the beginning. There are 
plans for an iPad-specific app, as well as the obvious 
expansion to Android, but that’s all just pipeline stuff. 
Need a better look? The company is already uploading its 
favourite Wordeos to a YouTube channel and has its own 
site to go with it.
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Horizon
£0.69 (iOS)
 
Prevent your videos from prompting 
nausea with this app that keeps recordings 
horizontal, no matter how you move your 
phone. The resolution on your iPhone will 
have to be cut down to achieve this, but it’s a 
small price to pay for keeping videos steady 
and easy to follow.

7 Minute Workout
Free (iOS)

Condense your new exercise regime  
with this free app. It’s complete with  
over 1,000 different workouts and will 
integrate with your iTunes library to keep 
music playing. There’s also 20 levels of 
difficulty and the ability to set goals 
and targets.

Make Me Cash
£0.99 (Android)
 
Make Me Cash isn’t free, but you’ll soon be in 
the black if you use this trade-in comparison 
service. Simply scan the barcode of any game, 
DVD or CD and you’ll be presented with a 
long list of vendors that will take it off your 
hands, along with prices.

Clean and Green Eating
£1.99 (Android)
 
Start eating healthier with this recipe 
app, which covers a range of drinks and 
meals. There’s 125 different recipes to try 
out and you can even keep a shopping 
list to make sure you pick up the right 
ingredients. It certainly beats yet another 
workout app.

The Cleaner
Free (Android)

Is your phone getting clogged up with 
useless files and apps? The Cleaner is 
here to help. This handy maintenance app 
locates and gets rid of all the junk lying 
around on your phone. It will help keep 
your handset in top form.

Interviewy
Free (iOS)
 
Interviewy lends a helping hand to 
students recording lectures or anyone 
recording an interview. You can flag up 
important sections while you record, 
making transcribing a much simpler task. 
There’s even auto-syncing to iCloud to 
keep all your recordings safe.
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A bouncing hippo, a metal policeman and a dumper truck all star in our March round-up

Thumbs at the ready

Hip Hop Hen
£1.99 (iOS)
 
An educational app for kids, Hip Hop Hen uses 
flashcards that help teach little ones to read and 
use the alphabet. Plus it has a hippopotamus 
wearing a hat while bouncing on a space 
hopper. Take that, school.

Reviewers: Jamie Feltham – for full reviews, check out WhatMobile.net 

Star Wars: Knights of 
the Old Republic
£6.99 (iOS)
 
One of the great RPGs of all time comes to 
Apple’s devices. KOTOR features a better 
story than any of the prequel films (not that 
that’s hard), and has a running time longer 
than the entire saga. If you missed it on PC, 
you should definitely check it out here.

Frozen Free Fall
Free (Android)
 
Tying in with Disney’s recent animated 
adventure, this imitates gem-matching 
games like Bejewelled, adding the 
charming characters and tone from the 
movie. There are over 90 levels but beware 
of in-app purchases that could strain  
your wallet.

Republique
£2.99 (iOS)
 
A cinematic stealth adventure that places a 
big focus on the story. If you’re looking for 
that sort of thing then Republique’s intense 
gameplay will likely be a good fit for you. 
There are four more ‘episodes’ due though 
you’ll have to shell out for each one.
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Truck Simulator 3D
Free (Android)
 
The sim genre is full of oddities but Truck 
Simulator at least makes a bit more sense 
than Farming Simulator. You have to make 
deliveries on time, while thinking about 
the usuals like fuel and traffic, but also 
fatigue. Sadly, it won’t give you any kind of 
recognised certificate. 

Ruzzle
Free (iOS)
 
More word-based action for your tablet 
or smartphone. You search a 4x4 letter 
grid to try and find as many words as 
possible within the space of two minutes. 
It’s multiplayer so you’re pitted against 
friends, and it even supports 14 languages.

Robocop
Free (iOS)
 
Whether or not you think the upcoming 
remake of the action classic is a sin,  
you might want to check out this  
game. It’s a third-person shooter in  
which you gun down criminals with 
rutheless authority. Sounds lovely,  
doesn’t it?

Dark Lands
£1.49 (Windows Phone)

Infinite-runner games usually have you 
bounding over rooftops and such, but Dark 
Lands approaches the genre in a new way. 
It’s a side-scroll that has you slicing up 
objects rather than avoiding them, beating 
up baddies and side-stepping traps.

Construction Simulator
£2.25 (Android)

If you don’t dream of the trucker’s life, maybe 
you’d prefer being a construction worker. 
There are 14 machines on offer here, all 
of which you must master to build epic 
structures. It’s far safer than handing you  
an actual digger, though perhaps not  
as satisfying. 

Sonic & All-Stars Racing
£2.99 (iOS)
 
A port of a surprisingly popular console 
cart racer, it stars a range of Sega stars from 
the blue bullet to the taxi (from Crazy Taxi, 
obviously). The only worry is the in-app 
purchases combined with the already steep 
asking price. But if you can get past that, 
then this is a lot of fun.
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Processors. Every smartphone has 
them. Companies love to drown 
us in confusing facts and figures 

about how many cores their chip has  
and just how many gigahertz the speed 
runs at. But what does any of that 
actually mean? How do you separate  
the powerhouse performers from  
the weaklings? 

Here we try to explain some of the 
technobabble that’s thrown around and take a 
look at the most popular chipsets. 

You can think of the processor as both a 
phone’s brain and heart – it’s the nuts and 
bolts behind the phone’s operating system and 
determines how well your apps run. Without it, 
you wouldn’t have a smartphone.

THIS REALLY HERTZ
Every instruction and task your phone 
processes, no matter how minute, is called a 
cycle. A megahertz (1MHz), is measured as 
one million cycles per second. In a gigahertz 
(1GHz), the term we’re used to using in 

phones, there are 1,000MHz, which works out 
at 1 billion cycles per second. That’s a lot  
of instructions.

So the more GHz your chip has, the more 
instructions it processes per second, the faster 
your phone performs. High-end smartphones 
can have upwards of 2GHz on their processors, 
so roughly 2 billion instructions processed 
every second. That makes a really fast phone.

CORE BLIMEY 
Cores are the name we give to central 
processing units. These are an essential part 
of any phone, as they execute the instructions 
the phone gives it, while doing anything from 
playing games to web browsing. A core can 
only run as fast as the number of gigahertz the 
phone has.

The more cores a phone has, the more 
capable it will be of running tasks. Today’s 
high-end smartphones usually have quad-core 
processors, meaning processors with four 
central processing units, which results in  
top-notch performance.

Think Intel is strictly for computers? 
Think again – the company also powers 
a range of phones with its Atom series. 
These processors 
aren’t as popular as 
Qualcomm’s series 
but companies 
like Asus, Acer, 
Prestigio and even 
Motorola have 
incorporated the 
tech into their 
handsets. Phones sporting Intel’s brand 
generally offer high-quality displays and 
cameras, although the company doesn’t 
push the envelope of mobile tech. 

Intel Atom

buyer’s guide smartphone processors

The inside story:   
processors explained

The above diagram shows the function of each section of a smartphone processor
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Qualcomm’s Snapdragon 
series is undoubtedly the most 
popular range of smartphone 
processors out there at the 
moment. They’re used in a huge line 
of Android smartphones and have big 
names like Samsung, LG and Google’s 
Nexus series attached to them. 

Snapdragon 400: This is a chip more commonly seen in smaller devices 
and budget phones. The new Moto G uses it, as does Samsung’s Galaxy 
S3 Mini and HTC’s One Mini. It’s capable of running 1.7GHz per core and 
cameras up to 13.5 megapixels.

Snapdragon 600: Lots of mainstream manufacturers use this chip 
in their flagship models. Samsung’s Galaxy S4 and the HTC One both 
use the Snapdragon 600, which allows for up to 1.9GHz per core. This 
provides for sharp, 1080p displays and even stereoscopic 3D. 

Snapdragon 800: This is the grandaddy of Snapdragon processors, 
appearing in high-end phones like the Sony Xperia Z1 and the LG G2. 
Each core can handle 2.3GHz for playing games with the best graphics, 
running cameras up to 21MP and even for 4K-resolution video capture.

Although Apple uses its own line of chips to 
power its iPhones and iPads, components 
for those chips actually come from different 
companies. Currently available devices use 
Apple’s A5, A6 and A7 chips. At one time 
or another all of these were Apple’s most 
powerful chips but they’re succeeded pretty 
much every year by a new one. So expect the 
A8 in 2014.

A5 chip: Introduced in 2011, the A5 chip is still used to power a number 
of devices Apple sells including the iPad Mini, iPad 2 and iPhone 4S. It’s a 
dual-core chip running at 1GHz. The processor has become smaller over 
time as its been used in newer products. Most games in the app store 
will still support this chip.

A6 chip: Used in the iPhone 5 and 5c, it also has a variant used in the 
iPad 4 named A6X. The original model is dual-core, running at 1.3GHz. 
While the X has the same number of cores, it has a speed of 1.4GHz, 
making it a bit faster. 

A7 chip: Currently Apple’s top-of-the-range chipset, it’s used in the 
iPhone 5s, iPad Air and iPad Mini 2, where you’ll find beautiful games like 
Infinity Blade III running smoothly. When stacked up against the original 
iPad, the Air runs about eight times faster with the help of the processor. 

Qualcomm Snapdragon

Apple
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Find your perfect phone

Smartphone
As the flagship devices of the phone world, smartphones are the most power-
packed handsets you can buy. Offering ample features, they bridge the gap 
between a mobile phone and a portable computer, making them ideal for a range 
of tasks.

Powered by advanced operating systems (page 64) and high-performance 
technology, smartphones provide power, usability and features normally lacking 
on entry-level mobile phones, so they are well-equipped to help you work and 
play on the move.

Most modern smartphones use intuitive touchscreen interfaces, to let you 
control the phone by touch, rather than using buttons. With gesture-controls, 
such as swiping your fingers across the screen to navigate pages, they are 
incredibly easy devices to use.

Where smartphones really come into their own, however, is the apps you can 
install on them. Letting you add a huge range of extra features to your phone 
whenever you like, apps can easily turn your handset into a fully-functioning 
portable computer.

All this power and functionality comes at a price, however, as smartphones are 
the largest and most expensive phones you can buy. If you want the best, then 
smartphones are for you. But if you’d prefer simple features at a low price, then 
look elsewhere.

Feature-phone
Feature-phones are devices that sit between the latest top-of-the-range 
smartphones and the most basic text and call-only mobile phones – or dumb-
phones, as they’re sometimes called. As such, they provide a good range of 
features, while keeping prices low.

While feature-phones are smaller and less powerful devices than smartphones, 
they still provide functionality beyond the most rudimentary mobile phone 
features, so you can take photos, update your social networks, play games and 
more on them.

Due to their limited specifications, however, feature-phones lack the usability, 
functionality and advanced software and features of a smartphone, making them 
best suited to anyone that only needs basic phone features, with a few extra bells 
and whistles.

An added benefit of opting for a feature-phone is they can be easier to use, 
due to their limited features. They are also significantly more affordable than 
smartphones, making them a great option for children, elderly users and anyone 
on a budget.

As a result, feature-phones remain very popular, with only about half of UK 
phone owners using smartphones. So if you don’t need the latest features and 
you want to save money, while still enjoying a great user experience, a feature-
phone will be ideal.

With such a wide range of phones to choose from, finding the right handset for your needs 
can be a bit confusing at times. We’re here to help you decide which one will suit you best. 
From dumb-phones to smartphones and everything in between, you can find it all here.
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Touchscreen
Thanks to the 
increasing popularity 
of smartphones, 
touchscreen devices 
are more common than 
ever. With their intuitive 
usability they make a 
great choice for a wide 
variety of requirements.

Touchscreen devices 
let you navigate and 
control your phone with 
a quick tap, swipe or 
pinch of your fingers.
They are very easy to 
use, but can present a 
learning curve if you’re not used to their unique 
controls.

Most touchscreen phones don’t feature 
hardware keypads, so you’ll also need to get 
used to typing on an onscreen keyboard. But 
for sheer ease-of-use and unique usability, 
touchscreen phones are very hard to beat.

Phone form-factors
Once you’ve chosen the type of phone you want, the next step is to decide which design will be best for 
you. Whatever your needs there is a phone that will be just right, so we can help you find your perfect fit.

Swivel
An odd-looking and relatively uncommon 
design, swivel phones are similar to slider 
phones, in that they are built to accommodate 
screens that can be rotated to reveal a hardware 
keyboard beneath.

While slider phones feature full QWERTY 
keyboards, swivel phones tend to only feature 
smaller alphanumeric keypads, making them 
more akin to candybar phones, 
albeit with a larger 
screen included.

As with slider 
phones, swivel 
phones can tend to 
be slightly thicker 
and heavier than 
candybar phones. And 
since they offer few 
benefits to outweigh 
this, they are not 
particularly useful or 
popular designs and 
so are rarely seen.

QWERTY
When you want the easiest and most natural interface for typing texts and emails or 
updating your social networks, a QWERTY phone will be your perfect choice. Fitted 
with a full hardware keyboard, they make speed typing on the move easier than 
ever before.

QWERTY phones are fitted with a large keyboard that features the same layout 
as you’ll find on your laptop or home PC, so you can type faster and easier than on 
any other type of handset.

The most high-profile QWERTY phones are found in BlackBerry’s range and 
they are the perfect choice for anyone that needs to type regularly on their phone.

Flip
Another design commonly used by manufacturers several years 
ago, flip – or clamshell – phones are devices that fold neatly into a 
compact footprint for easy transportation, but can then be flipped 
open when you need to access the screen or keyboard.

As with candybar phones, flip phones have the advantage of 
being small, light and easy to carry. And when they’re folded up, 
the primary screen and keyboard are safely protected against 
damage, or attracting dust and dirt.

Candybar
Also known as bar phones these handsets are easily recognisable, as they use the 
standard design that was seen for many years before touchscreen, flip, swivel and 
slider devices hit the phone market.

Candybar phones have the benefit of being very small and light devices, so they 
can fit neatly in your pocket and be easily held and used one-handed, while typing 
on the keypad with your thumb.

Their small size means they often have equally compact screens, so they’re not 
ideal for playing games, viewing photos and videos or browsing the web. As such, 
they are best used for basic tasks.

Slider
Striking a nice balance between touchscreen and QWERTY 
devices, slider phones are handsets which feature a full hardware 
keyboard that smoothly slides out from beneath the main 
touchscreen for easy typing.

By combining these two interfaces you can enjoy the best of 
both worlds. For example, you can comfortably browse your phone 
using the touchscreen and then pop out the keyboard to type a 
quick email or text. The drawback is that slider phones are often 
thicker and heavier than other phone types, due to the extra space 
required to implement the sliding mechanism.
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Operating systems explained

android
Launched in 2008, Google Android is currently the world’s most popular smartphone OS, running 
on almost 70 per cent of devices. With its intuitive interface, customisable design and over 500,000 
apps, it makes a great choice for anyone that wants to get more from their phone.

Android 4.1 Jelly Bean is the latest version, but previous iterations, such as 4.0 Ice Cream 
Sandwich, 2.3 Gingerbread and 2.2 Froyo, are still proving popular. As a result they can still be 
found on many handsets on the market, despite offering a more limited set of core features.

With its excellent compatibility with Google services, such as Gmail and Google Docs, as well 
as its easy customisation and widespread availability on devices at all prices, Android is great for 
newcomers and experts alike, so it’s no surprise that it’s the current market leader.

iOS
Due to the huge success of the iPhone and iPad, Apple’s iOS operating system is perhaps the most 
recognisable mobile OS in the business. And thanks to its great design, fantastic usability and 
market-leading app store, it is by far one of the best operating systems you can currently find.

It is not without its flaws, however. Firstly, iOS is only available on Apple’s expensive iPhone 
and iPad range, making it far less accessible than its rivals. Secondly, Apple imposes fairly strict 
restrictions on how you can use and customise the OS, so it lacks the freedom of Android.

Nevertheless, iOS is still one of the world’s most popular operating systems and with good reason. 
With its beautifully intuitive interface, great ease of use and an app store which offers a truly 
comprehensive selection of apps – over 500,000 at the time of writing – it is hard to beat.

One of the most important decisions to make when buying your phone is which operating 
system to choose. It is the main interface through which you control your device, so finding 
the right one is critical. We’ve gone in-depth with the top options to help you decide.

Strengths 

• Slick and easy-to-use interface
• Wide choice of Android handsets
• Huge selection of apps on offer

Weaknesses
• Updates can be slow to arrive
• Some phones don’t get updated
• A fragmented array of versions

Strengths 

• Beautifully intuitive design
• No fragmentation of versions
• Huge choice of available apps

Weaknesses
• Limited customisation options
• Very few compatible devices
• Hardware is expensive
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Windows Phone
As one of the most recent operating systems 
to be launched, Microsoft’s Windows Phone 
currently occupies a small section of the 
market. But with its unique design, great social 
networking features and easy usability, more 
people are starting to take notice.

The key feature of Windows Phone is its 
intuitive interface. The screen is filled with large 
tiles for the phone’s apps, which display live 
updates for your contacts and social networks, 
among others, making it easy to keep up to date 
with a glance at your phone.

With leading social networks such as 
Facebook and Twitter perfectly integrated, it’s 
also easy to post quick updates from a range 
of places in the OS. And with its bright and 
colourful design, accessible menus and handy 
apps, it is a fantastic operating system.

Strengths
Bright and eye-catching interface
Very easy to use for all age groups
Great for social networking

Weaknesses
• Limited choice of handsets
• Not as polished as Android or iOS
• Small selection of apps at present

blackberry 10
The much-awaited BlackBerry 10 operating 
system saw RIM change its company name to 
BlackBerry.  The new proprietary operating system 
only available on BlackBerry phones comes with 
some new bells and whistles that appeals to both 
its core business customers and the average 
consumer; these include Hub, a single inbox 
that collates messages, alerts, emails and social 
media, Balance which splits the device between 
a work profile and a personal one, the interactive 
video and photo app Storyteller and the newly 
revamped BlackBerry World app store.

The new OS looks good, particularly compared 
with its predecessor. However, the OS has been 
said to be unoriginal – everything that can be 
done on BlackBerry 10 can also be done on other 
operating systems. The OS is also not initially very 
easy to use, with difficulty in working out how to 
get devices unlocked.

Strengths
• Looks good
• Functionality for business and consumer
• Good predictive keyboard offering

Weaknesses
• Nothing particularly original on offer
•  Not an intuitive interface for beginners
• Still lacking app wise

Symbian
While Nokia’s Symbian and S40 OS are most 
often seen on feature-phones, a few Symbian 
smartphones still exist. But while they provide 
decent usability and functionality, Symbian has 
long been surpassed by the more advanced iOS, 
Android and Windows Phone.

Symbian Belle – or Nokia Belle, as it’s now 
known – is the latest version and provides an 
easy-to-use interface through which to control 
your phone. It clearly lacks the advanced 
usability, app support and core functionality of 
its more popular rivals, however.

As a reaction to Symbian’s decreasing 
popularity, Nokia is making Windows Phone its 
main priority and phasing Symbian out on its 
smartphones. But its feature-light Nokia Series 
40 OS is still proving popular on feature-phones, 
so there is life left in Nokia’s software yet.

Strengths
• Bright and easy-to-use interface
• Available on affordable handsets
• Versions to suit a range of budgets

Weaknesses
• Limited choice of apps and games
• Usability and features feel dated
• Bettered in most areas by its rivals
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Buying a new phone or tablet can be exciting but with so many handsets to choose from 
it can also be confusing. Our easy-to-understand buying advice, covering all the major 
releases from the last 12 months, can help you find the right device.

B u y e r ’ s  g u i d e
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OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean
Processor Quad-core 1.5 
GHz
Screen 720 x 1280 pixels, 5.7 
inches
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 8GB expandable to 
32GB via microSD
Camera 8MP (rear-facing), 
2MP (front-facing)

Video 1080p@30fps
Connectivity Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 163 x 83 x 9.6 
mm
Weight 195g
Battery Removable Li-Ion 
2400 mAh

OS Android v4.2.1 (Jelly 
Bean)
PrOCeSSOr Quad-core 
1.2 GHz
SCreen 540 x 960 pixels, 
4.5 inches
MeMOry 1GB RAM
StOrage 4GB Micro SD 
up to 32GB
CaMera 8MP rear-facing, 

2MP front-facing
ViDeO 1,080p@30fps
WireleSS Wi-fi Bluetooth 
3.0
POrtS Micro-USB
DiMenSiOnS 131 x 68 x 
9.9mm
Weight 140g
Battery Li-Ion 2,000 mAh

OS Android v4.2 (Jelly 
Bean)
Processor Dual core 1GHz
Screen 320 x 480 pixels, 3.5 
inches
Memory 512MB RAM
Storage 4GB; Micro SD up 
to 32GB
Camera 3.15 MP rear-
facing

Video Yes
Wireless Wi-Fi Bluetooth 
3.0
Ports Micro USB
Dimensions 109 x 60 x 
10.4mm 
Weight 120g
Battery Li-Ion 1500 mAh
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This isn’t the most compelling case for 
the Acer’s smartphone’s existence, with 
a battery that’s been beaten by smaller 
phones and performance that leaves 
something to be desired.

Stacked up against recent entries in the 
budget market, the Acer Liquid E2 is simply 
outdated. It’s a functional Android handset 
but the clunky, thick design makes it feel 
like you’re holding a toy and the software 
doesn’t have any standout features. Acer 
will have to seriously raise its game if it’s to 
be a contender in the phone market.

While the Z3’s tiny size has immediate 
benefits, you’ll soon tire of cramping your 
thumbs on too small a screen. Everywhere 
else its simply an underwhelming phone, 
even with the sub-£100 price tag. Even 
with the customisation options for different 
audiences, we’d recommend opting for 
a normal-sized phone over this fidgety 
gadget.

VerDiCt: The Liquid S1 is underwhelming 
and does not have many features.

VerDiCt: A dated, bulky phone saved by its 
reasonable price.

VerDiCt: It’s far too small to be used for 
most apps and is uncomfortable to hold.

acer liquid S1acer liquid e2 acer liquid Z3
reviewed: november 2013, price: £280
http://www.acer.co.uk

reviewed: January 2014, price: £189.99
http://www.acer.co.uk

reviewed: December 2013, price: £99
http://www.acer.co.uk
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OS iOS 6  
Screen 3.5-inch TFT
resolution 640 x 960 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1GHz ARM 
Cortex-A9
Memory 512MB
Storage 16/32/64GB
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing

Flash Yes
Video 1080p HD
Wireless 802.11b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
proprietary Apple connector
Standby time 200 hours
talk time 14 hours
Size 115 x 59 x 9mm
Weight 140g
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FeAtUReS  HHHHH
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What does the iPhone 4S offer above the 
iPhone 4? An 8-Megapixel camera and 
improved images, alongside the Siri voice 
assistant. The dual-core processor is so 
powerful it’s at the heart of the iPad 2. 
And there’s also the option to get a 64GB 
version, making it ideal for anyone who has 
an iTunes library made up of high-quality 
lossless music files. If you crave storage 
and camera quality, this is a great iPhone.

VerDiCt: With its impressive upgrades, the 
iPhone 4S is well worth its premium price.

apple iPhone 4S
reviewed: December 2011, price: £499
www.apple.com/uk

OS Android 4.2 (Jelly 
Bean)
Processor Quad-core 
1.5GHz
Screen 1080x1920, 50 
inches
Memory 2GB RAM
Storage 16GB
Camera 13 MP rear-facing, 
2.1 MP front-facing

Video 1080p
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
4.0
Ports Micro USB
Dimensions 140.4 x 67.5 x 
6.9 mm
Weight 130g
Battery Li-Ion 2000 mAh 
battery

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
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The One Touch X may be an obscure 
phone, but it’s price still makes it worth 
your consideration given the spec sheet, 
which includes a decent camera and 
colourful display. It still falls well short of 
the competition in terms of design and 
software, but this is a modest effort all the 
same.

VerDiCt: An unambitious phone with a 
respectable spec sheet for the price.

alcatel One touch idol X
reviewed: December 2013, price: £300
www.alcatelonetouch.com/uk

Dimensions 133 x 67.5 x 
7.9mm
Weight 109g
Screen 4.66-inch, 540 x 960 
pixels
input IPS LcD capacitive 
touchscreen
OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean
CPU Dual-core 1GHz
Memory 512MB

Storage 4GB non-
expandable (dual-SIM 
version) /
4GB, micro SD up to 32GB 
(single SIM version)
Wireless Wi-Fi, Wi-Fi Direct, 
Bluetooth 4.0
Camera 8MP rear, 3264 x 
2448 pixels, LeD flash, 2MP 
front
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A slickly-designed device with top-end 
features, the Alcatel One Touch Idol 
nevertheless has competition from the 
Galaxy S3, now available at a comparable 
price. The OneTouch is cheaper in the 
USA, too. It features superb screen quality 
and an excellent camera complete with 
good imaging software, but only has 4GB 
of unexpandable memory and its battery 
doesn’t last long.

VerDiCt: A slick device with top-end 
features at the same price as the S3.

alcatel One touch idol
reviewed: July 2013, price: £300
www.alcatelonetouch.com/uk
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OS iOS 7  
Screen 4-inches
resolution 1136x640
Processor Dual-core A7
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 16GB, 32GB, 64GB
Camera 8MP, True Tone 
flash, face detection, 
5-element lens, panorama
Video 1080p@30fps, slo-mo 

Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n
Ports Lightning
Battery Xxx
Weight 112g
Size 123.8 x 58.6 x 7.6mm
gPS  Assisted GPS, 
GLONASS, digital compass
Bluetooth 4.0
Security fingerprint iD

OS iOS 7  
Screen 4-inches
resolution 640 x 1136
Processor Dual-core A6
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 16/32GB
Camera 8 MP, 5-element 
lens,panorama, face 
detection
Video 1080p@30fps

Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11
Ports Lightning
Battery 1510 mAh
Size 12.4 x 59.2 x 9 mm
Weight 132g
gPS  Assisted GPS, 
GLONASS
Bluetooth 4.0
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With fingerprint identity, 64-bit A7 64-bit 
chip delivers up to twice the perfomance of 
the iPhone 4 and 5c, many people will opt to 
pay the extra £80 or so over the 5c. They’ll 
also get an improved camera with 15 per 
cent larger sensor and improved low-light 
capabilies. The True Tone flash incorporates 
two flashes each matched to different 
light temperatures so flesh tones are more 
natural with flash pictures.

If you need a splash of colour in your life 
and you’re already a massive fan of the 
iOS operating system, then the iPhone 5c 
is much the same as the previous iPhone 
5. There’s a slightly upgraded front-facing 
camera and 4G will work on any UK 
network, but other than that you’re getting 
the exact same thing. The iPhone 5c is 
simply around for those of you who love 
great design without breaking the bank. 

VerDiCt: The gold standard in user-friendly 
smartphones. 

VerDiCt: It’s the most colourful iPhone to 
date, but it’s identical to the iPhone 5.

apple iPhone 5sapple iPhone 5c
reviewed: December 2013, price: £549 
(16gB) £629 (32gB)  £709 (64gB)

reviewed: December 2013, price: £469 
(16gB) £549 (32gB)

OS Android 4.1.2 ‘Jelly 
Bean’
Processor Qualcomm 
8225Q Quad core, 1.2 GHz
Screen 5.3’’ 960 x 540 
pixels
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 4GB expandable 
to 64GB via SD card
Camera 8.0 MP (rear 

facing) 2.0 MP (front facing)
Video 720p
Connectivity Wifi, 
Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 154 x 78 x 
9 mm
Weight 190g
Battery 2800 mAh
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A slow processor and poor sound quality 
cripple’s the Archos 53 platinum, despite its 
incredibly low price an dual SIM card slots. 
The screen isn’t also as sharp as we could 
have hoped, with a rather low resolution 
of 960 x 540, which is much less than HD. 
It is an affordable device, which could be 
its saving grace, but you’re still likely to 
be disappointed. With other phones at this 
price point, you should try elsewhere. 

VerDiCt: Battery life is fantastic, but that’s 
due to the poor performance all around. 

archos 53 Platinum
reviewed: October 2013, price: £110  
archos.com
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OS Android v4.0 (ice Cream 
Sandwich
Processor Qualcomm quad-
core 1.5GHz
Screen 720 x 1280 pixels, 
4.7 inches
Memory 2GB RAM
Storage 16/32/64GB
Camera 13 MP rear-facing, 
1.3 front-facing

Video 1080p@30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
4.0
Ports Micro USB
Dimensions 137.9 x 68.9 
x 9mm
Weight 135g
Battery Li-ion 2140 mAh
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The PadFone 2 offers two devices for 
around the price of one but you won’t be 
able to use the tablet independently of 
the phone. An ideal situation in which to 
use the PadFone 2 is if you want to use 
the same data allowance for both devices, 
and not shell out for a more expensive 
3G-enabled tablet. This could almost be 
perfect if it had a better screen. 

VerDiCt: An almost perfect two-for-one 
device – if only it had a better screen.

asus PadFone 2
reviewed: november 2013, price: £500  
www.asus.com/uk

OS BlackBerry OS 7  
Screen 2.44-inch TFT
resolution 320 x 240 pixels
input Keyboard, trackpad
Processor 806MHz
Memory 512MB
Storage 512MB, MicroSD
Camera 3.15MP rear-facing
Flash Yes
Video Yes

Wireless 802.11b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 432 hours
talk time 7 hours
Size 109 x 60 x 13mm
Weight 103g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
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Targeted at busy social network users and 
music lovers, the BlackBerry Curve 9320 is 
a good, affordable choice for younger users 
looking for an easy way to stay connected 
on the move. Unfortunately, its poor build 
quality and slow start time are painfully 
obvious and put a crimp in this otherwise 
likeable device. So while it certainly has 
plenty to offer, it is a little bit difficult to 
recommend to serious smartphone users.

VerDiCt: Easy-to-use and some good 
features, but this is not BlackBerry’s best.

BlackBerry Curve 9320
reviewed: July 2012, price: £170  
uk.blackberry.com

OS Android v4.1 (Jelly Bean)
Processor intel Atom Z2320 
12.GHz
Screen 800 x 1280 pixels, 
7 inches
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 8/16GB
Camera 3 MP rear-facing, 
1.2 MP front-facing
Video 720p

Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 196.4 x 120.1 x 
10.4 mm
Weight 340
Battery Li-ion 4270 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
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The FonePad is a lot larger than most 
phones, so you’re unlikely to want to use 
it as your main phone. It does have a great 
battery life though, so it’s an ideal back-
up. The large screen makes watching 
movies ideal, although its resolution is 
unimpressive. The lack of a camera on a 
modern smartphone would mean this is 
definitely not your main smartphone.

VerDiCt: A large screen is great for films 
but a lack of camera is a let-down.

asus FonePad
reviewed: november 2013, price: £190  
www.asus.com/uk
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Dimensions 119.6 x 66.8 x 
10.4 mm
Weight 139g
Screen 3.1 inches, Super 
AMoLeD capacitive 
touchscreen
resolution 720 x 720 
pixels, 328 PPI
Processor Dual-core 1.5 
GHz cortex-A9

gPU PowerVR SGX544
raM 2GB
Storage 16GB, up to 64GB 
external
Camera 8MP, 3264 x 2448 
pixels, autofocus,  
LeD flash
Video 1080p@30fps 
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, dual band, Wi-Fi 

Dimensions 120 x 66 x 
10.8mm
Weight 120g
OS BlackBerry 10
Screen 3.1-inch, 720x720 
pixels
Processor Dual-core 
1.2GHz
raM 2GB
input capacitive 

touchscreen
Camera 5MP, 2MP front
Video Record / Playback
audio Music player / 
Stereo Bluetooth / 3.5mm 
jack
Storage 8GB expandable 
via micro SD card
Battery 2180mAh
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The Q10 will delight BlackBerry fans 
yearning for a ‘proper’ QWERTY keyboard, 
however its hefty price tag means it’s hard 
to recommend over rival, state-of-the-art 
devices from other manufacturers, which 
offer more tech at a lower price. The Q10 
features a great keyboard, good battery life 
and a quality display, but falls down on the 
size of the screen, as well as a poor video 
and camera experience, plus the high cost.

Despite £200 being knocked off the price 
of the Blackberry Q10, you don’t really feel 
that this is a bargain device. If you’re in 
need of a QWERTY device then Q5 may be 
one to consider. When compared against 
its competition this is woefully overpriced, 
especially considering a similar Nokia 
ASHA device will set back only £47. The 
build quality on the Q5 also leaves much to 
be desired, with a creaking plastic. 

VerDiCt: A good mix of old and new 
BlackBerry but at a (very) high price.

VerDiCt: The Q5 is a device for Blackberry 
QWERTY fanatics who can’t afford the Q10.

BlackBerry Q10BlackBerry Q5
reviewed: July 2013, price: £580  
uk.blackberry.com

reviewed: September 2013, price: £329.99  
uk.blackberry.com

networks: 2G, 3G and 4G
Dimensions: 130x65.6x9mm
Weight: 138g
OS: BlackBerry 10 oS
Screen: capacitive 
touchscreen, 16M colours
resolution: 768x1280px 
Processor: Qualcomm 
Snapdragon, dual core 
1.5GHz Krait.

Memory: 2GB of RAM
Storage: 16GB, MicroSD 
expandable to 64GB.
Camera: Back 8MP, front 
2MP, video 1080P.
Wireless: Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4
Ports: 3.5mm audio jack, 
MicroUSB, mini-HDMI out, 
MicroSD.

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The first device with the new operating 
system, BlackBerry 10, the Z10 packs 
hardware with a bit of grunt and a nice 
looking screen with high res.  While the 
new OS looks sleek however, its apps have 
all appeared, in different forms, on other 
platforms snd the battery life is poor to 
average.  BlackBerry fans may miss the 
physical keyboard, although the Z10 has a 
nifty predictive text onscreen version.

VerDiCt: A lost opportunity; it offers too 
little new and has a confusing UI.

BlackBerry Z10
reviewed: March 2013, price: £36 p/m  
uk.blackberry.com

buyer’s guide reviews archive

59-96_ReviewsArchive_March14.indd   63 03/02/2014   16:26

WorldMags.netWorldMags.net

WorldMags.net

http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/


64  Questions? Head to our online forum at forum.whatmobile.net

Dimensions 125.5 x 51 x 
15.5 mm
Weight 81g
Screen 28 x 35mm colour 
display
Battery life 800mAh Li-ion, 
up to 500 hours standby 
claimed, 8 hours talk time.
extras Backlit keypad, 
Assistance button, maximum 

receiving amplification of 
35dB, ringer volume up to 83 
dB (A) at 1 metre

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Not a phone for tech-addicts, the Doro 
PhoneEasy 506 is great for vulnerable or 
elderly people who need a foolproof device 
and may need reliable means to summon 
help or simply keep in touch.  It features 
loud and clear ring tones and volume, call 
assistance SOS button and stays charged 
for three weeks or more. It won’t win any 
beauty contests, however, and has no data 
connectivity or basic camera.

VerDiCt: An affordable phone for 
vulnerable or elderly people to call for help.

Doro Phoneeasy 506
reviewed: July 2013, price: £45   
www.doro.co.uk

OS Proprietary  
Screen 1.5-inch TFT
resolution 96 x 128 pixels
input Keypad
Processor N/A
Memory N/A
Storage N/A
Camera No
Flash No
Video N/A

Wireless No
Ports N/A
Standby time 500 hours
talk time 8 hours
Size 126 x 51 x 16mm
Weight 95g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The PhoneEasy 505 is aimed at older phone 
users and the its main feature is a smart 
emergency button. Hold it down for several 
seconds and it will automatically send an 
SOS message to a list of pre-determined 
contacts and call them until one answers. 
The large fonts and simple menu screen are 
spoiled by a low screen resolution which 
renders the text grainy. But for its target 
market, it does everything it sets out to do.

VerDiCt: A great choice for elderly users, 
packing all the basics and an SOS feature. 

Doro Phoneeasy 505
reviewed: June 2012, price: £40   
www.doro.co.uk

OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean 
Processor Mediatek 
Mt6577 Dual 1GHz 
cortextM-A9 
Size 125mm x 69.5mm x 
14.95mm 
Weight 170g 
Screen 4” WVGA 480x800 
LcD, capacitive Multi-
touch, Gorilla glass, wet 

finger tracking 
Memory 4GB storage + 512 
RAM 
Camera 5.0 MP Rear, VGA 
Front 
Video 720P recording 30 
FPS codecs H.263, H.264/
AVc, mpeg4/SP, VP8 
talk time Up to 9 hours 
Stand By Up to 9.5 days 

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

While it will never be a mass market phone, 
the B15 most certainly has a place in the 
market for anyone who wants a device they 
can rely on, whatever the environment; 
aimed at builders and construction workers, 
this phone stood up to our strength and 
durability tests and has decent specs to 
boot.  Its let downs include a cumbersome 
size and a weak camera and video 
capabilities.

VerDiCt: A rugged phone for those who 
need to rely on it in any environment.

Cat B15
reviewed: June 2013, price: £299   
www.catphones.com
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OS Doro’s own oS
Screen 320 x 240 pixels
Storage Micro SD up to 
32GB
Camera  2MP, LeD flash
Wireless Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro 
SD, headphone socket
Dimensions 102 x 52 x 
19 mm

Weight 104 g
Battery 800mAh Li-ion 
(charging cradle and USB 
cable included)

OS Proprietary  
Screen 2.5-inch TFT
resolution 240 x 320 pixels
input Keypad
Processor N/A
Memory N/A
Storage 10MB internal
Camera 2MP rear-facing
Flash No
Video No

Wireless Bluetooth 3.0
Ports Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 533 hours
talk time 12 hours
Size 101 x 52 x 20mm
Weight 103g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Doro PhoneEasy 622 could easily be 
considered a museum piece if you have the 
slightest understanding of modern mobile 
technologies. That said if you’re a complete 
novice or want a back-up phone, then this 
could be the ideal device. Battery life is 
exemplary and ring volume is a lot louder 
than you’ll see on modern smartphones, but 
the design looks dated and the camera is 
only capable of a two megapixel resolution.

Doro has crafted another well-made and 
carefully-designed flip-phone for elderly 
users. Offering easy usability, careful 
attention to detail and handy features, the 
PhoneEasy 612 is ideally suited to less 
tech-savvy buyers. It also suits anyone that 
wants an easy-to-use phone with great 
usability and a great range of features 
aimed at seniors. The only downside is that 
the price is high and the camera is poor.

VerDiCt: The PhoneEasy 622 has a lot to 
offer for technophobes, but not for all of us.

VerDiCt: A great flip-phone ideal for elderly 
users but the price is high for what you get.

Doro Phoneeasy 622Doro Phoneeasy 612
reviewed: October 2013, price: £110
www.doro.co.uk

reviewed: november 2012, price: £125
www.doro.co.uk

OS Proprietary
Screen 2.4-inch (240 x 320)
Resolution 320x240
input Keypad 
Processor N/A
Storage MicroSD 
Storage 256MB internal
Camera 2MP rear-facing
Wireless Bluetooth 3.0
talk time 12 hours talk time

Standby time 533 hours 
Size 100 x 50 x 17mm
Weight103g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Doro has pumped out yet another easy 
to use feature phone for those less tech 
savvy.  Ostensibly for the elderly, it has a 
variety of emergency features built in. But, 
by the same token these devices are useful 
for anyone who just wants a simple phone 
with big buttons and a very good battery (a 
huge 12 hour talk time), and 533 hours on 
standby. The trade off is the high price, poor 
camera,and negligible storage.

VerDiCt: A well-made and thoughtfully 
designed phone ideal for non power users.

Doro Phoneeasy 715
reviewed: December 2012, price: £95   
www.doro.co.uk
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OS Android 4.2 ice Cream 
Sandwich 
Screen 4.7-inch LCD
resolution 720x1280 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1.5Ghz quad core 
Qualcomm Snapdragon S4
Memory 2GB
Storage 4GB, MicroSD
Camera 5MP rear-facing

Flash No
Video Yes
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time TBC
talk time TBC
Size 107 x 61 x 12mm
Weight 100g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

It looks a bit dull and devoid of personality, 
plus storage is limited to 4GB... but that’s 
hardly the point. The Nexus 4 is a tight bit of 
kit designed to show off Google’s latest version 
of Android. With a terrific quad-core 1.5Ghz 
processor and 2GB of RAM - there is nothing 
out there that will stump this smartphone. The 
lack of 4G is a disappointment, but the phone 
is an absolute steal at just £239. One of the best 
Android handsets available.

VerDiCt: Dull and devoid of personality, but 
high powered and super, super cheap.

google nexus 4
reviewed: February 2013, price: £239
www.google.com/nexus/4/

Dimensions 137.4 x 68.2 x 
9.3 mm, 143 g
OS Android 4.2.2 Jellybean
Screen Super LcD3 
capacitive touchscreen
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 600
raM 2GB
Storage 32GB/64GB 
internal, non expandable

Cameras 4MP ‘Ultrapixel’, 
LeD Flash, optical image 
stabilisation. Front – 
2.1MP. Video 1080P @ 
30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 
nFc, Infrared
Ports Micro USB, 3.5mm 
audio jack
Battery life 2300mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

HTC has produced a top shelf phone here 
– one that is more than capable of taking 
on Sony, Apple and Samsung. It does most 
things right, but particular note has to go 
to the physical design and that screen. The 
camera is OK, the battery life average and it 
gets a bit hot.

VerDiCt: A well designed, top-tier 
performer to rival the very best.

htC One
reviewed: May 2013, price:  £499
www.htc.com/uk

buyer’s guide reviews archive

OS Android oS v4.1.2 (Jelly 
Bean)
PrOCeSSOr Snapdragon 
200 quad-core
SCreen 480x800 pixels, 4.3 
inches
MeMOry 1GB RAM
StOrage 4GB, up to 64GB 
via microSD
CaMera 8MP rear-facing, 

1.6MP front-facing
ViDeO 720@30fps
WireleSS Wi-fi, Bluetooth 
4.0
POrtS Micro-USB
DiMenSiOnS 131.8 x 66.9 
x 9.9 mm
Weight 123g
Battery Li-Ion 1,800 mAh 
battery

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The HTC Desire is a respectable budget 
offering from the Taiwanese manufacturer 
but it’s been undercut by cheaper phones 
with better specifications. You’ll struggle 
with limited storage space but it earns 
points for a unique design.

VerDiCt: A solid phone with a price tag on 
the wrong side of the Moto G.

htC Desire 500
reviewed: January 2014, price: £199.99
www.htc.com/uk
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OS Android v4.3 (Jelly 
Bean)
PrOCeSSOr Snapdragon 
600 quad-core 1.7GHz
SCreen 1080 x 1920 pixels, 
5.9 inches
MeMOry 2GB
StOrage 16GB/32GB, 
expandable to 64GB
CaMera 4MP rear, 2.1MP 

front
ViDeO 1080p
WireleSS Wi-fi, DLnA, 
Bluetooth 4.0, nFc, Infrared
POrtS Micro-USB, 
microSD
Battery 3,300mAh
DiMenSiOnS 164.5 x 82.5 
x 10.3mm
Weight 217g

OS Android oS, v4.2.2 Jelly 
Bean
Processor Dual-core 1.4 
GHz Krait 200 Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 400
Screen 720 x 1280 pixels, 4.3 
inches
Memory 1 GB RAM
Storage 16GB 
Camera 4 MP, 2688 x 1520 

pixels (rear-facing) 1.6 MP 
(front-facing)
Video 1080p@30fps, HDR
Connectivity Wi-Fi, Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 132 x 63.2 x 9.3 
mm
Weight 122 g
Battery non-removable Li-Po 
1800 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The HTC One Max piggybacks the 
reputation of the HTC One, although 
nothing much has improved. The high-
quality display is present but HTC has 
failed to add processing power and the 
fingerprint sensor implementation is very 
disappointing.

The lite version of HTC’s flagship phone 
proves to be a big deal, with a high quality 
camera, great audio, fast processing speeds 
and a unique, refreshing take on Android 
4.2. It’s only let down by its lack of internal 
memory and short battery life.

VerDiCt: The HTC One’s design is still a 
standout but there’s nothing new here.

VerDiCt: A worthwhile alternative to the 
bigger model.

htC One Max htC One Mini
reviewed: January 2014, price:  £599
www.htc.com/uk

reviewed: October 2013, price:  £300
www.htc.com/uk

Dimensions 128 x 66.9 x 9.20 
mm, 122g
OS 4.04
Screen 4.3” capacitive 
touchscreen, 217 ppi, 480x800
Processor Qualcomm S4, 
1.2GHz, dual core
GPU Adreno 305
raM 1GB LP DDR3
Storage Internal 8GB, 

expandable via MicroSD (up 
to 32GB)
Cameras 5MP & 1.6MP, 
software stabilisation and 
single LeD flash. 1080P at 
30fps (main), 720p @ 30fps 
(front facing)
Wireless 802.11 a/b/g/n, dual-
band, DLnA & Bluetooth 4.0
Ports USB, MicroSD, 3.5mm

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The HTC One SV is a great mid-range 
phone that borrows its styling from the 
company’s HTC One flagship. Other than 
an average camera and screen, the One SV 
performs very well for the price, is 4G and 
has a very respectable battery life. 

VerDiCt: A mid-range phone that looks, 
feels and often acts like a premium one.

htC One SV
reviewed: april 2013, price:  £315
www.htc.com/uk
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Dimensions 120.5 x 63 x 
10.3 mm
OS Windows Phone 8
Screen 4.0-inch S-LcD
resolution 480x800
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon S4 1GHz 
dual-core
gPU Adreno 305
raM 512MB 

Storage 4GB (expandable 
via microSD)
Cameras 5MP rear, LeD 
flash / 720p HD video
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
3.1, a-GPS and GLonASS
Ports Micro USB, 3.5mm 
audio
Battery life 1,700mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The odd thing about this phone is that we 
actually rate it higher than its big brother, 
the 8X. It is a bit lighter, has a nicer body 
and fits much easier in the hand. It still 
has enough grunt under the hood to get all 
the same tasks done (although has a lower 
res screen), and its £160 quid cheaper.  It 
doesn’t have a front facing camera (so 
no proper Skype-ing) and the App store 
remains limited...

VerDiCt: The Windows Phone 8S may well 
be better than the 8X flagship model.

htC Windows 8S
reviewed: February 2013, price: £239
www.htc.com/uk

Dimensions 
134.4x69.9x8.9mm  
OS Android 4.1 Jellybean
Screen 4.7-inch S-LcD 2
resolution 720x1280
Processor Quad-core 
1.7GHz nvidia tegra 3
gPU ULP GeForce
raM 1GB
Storage 64GB not 

expandable
Camera Back 8MP, LeD 
flash; Front 1.6MP 
Video 1920x1080
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
4.0, GPS and Glonass
Ports Micro USB, HDMI via 
MHL adaptor 
Battery 2,100mAh 
Weight 135g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The One X+ is a strange beast, a minor 
update on the already excellent HTC One 
X.  The processor gets boosted to a Tegra 
3 Quad-core 1.7GHz, and it gets a newer 
version of Android, but that’s about it. 
The jump over its predecssor probably 
doesn’t justify the price hike.

VerDiCt: It feels like a placeholder while 
we wait for the next generation of devices.

htC One X+
reviewed: January 2013, price: £474
www.htc.com/uk

Dimensions 132x66x10.1mm  
OS Windows Phone 8
Screen 4.3-inch S-LcD2 
capacitive touchscreen
resolution 720x1280 pixels
CPU Qualcomm 
Snapdragon S4 dual core 
gPU Adreno 225
Memory 1GB
Storage 16GB

Camera 8 MP
Video 1920x1080 at 30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, dual-band, 
Bluetooth 3.1
Cellular 2G, 3G, HSPA+ 
Ports Microsim, 3.5mm 
audio jack, Micro-USB 2.0
Weight 130g
Battery Li-Ion 1800mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

HTC’s first ever Windows Phone 8 device is 
an excellent device hardware wise - most of 
the concerns it shares with Nokia’s range of 
WP8 phones - are there the apps, the media 
and other add-ons to compete with Google 
and Apple? Otherwise it has more than 
enough bells and whistles to make any WP8 
user happy - and give Nokia a good scare.

VerDiCt: Excellent integration of WP8, and 
an eye catcher. Something different.

htC Windows 8X
reviewed: January 2013, price: £399
www.htc.com/uk
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Dimensions 136.2 x 66.7 x 
8.4mm, 122 g
Screen IPS LcD capacitive 
touchscreen
resolution 720 x 1280 
pixels, 312 ppi
Processor Huawei K3V2 
quad core 1.5 GHz
raM 1GB RAM
Storage 16GB internal

Camera 13MP, autofocus, 
LeD flash
Video HDR 1080p@30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, dual-band, 
Bluetooth 4.0, nFc
Ports USB 2.0, 3.5mm 
audio jack
Battery Li-Ion 2420 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Huawei has delivered a reasonably cheap 
device given you’re receiving blazing fast 
4G speeds when web browsing. There’s 
no microSD card slot and the processor 
had a little trouble whilst gaming and 
opening apps, but the camera optics were 
outstanding. The P2 is capable of recording 
video at a resolution of 1080p. For a phone 
of this price, that is incredibly impressive. 
All-in-all a great budget - mid-range device.

VerDiCt: The price speaks for itself, giving 
you one of the cheapest 4G devices today. 

huawei ascend P2
reviewed: September 2013, price: £340 
www.huaweidevice.co.uk

OS Android 4.1
Screen 4.5-inch / 480x854 
pixels
input capacitive 
touchscreen
Camera 5MP, VGA front
Video Record / Playback
audio Music player / Stereo 
Bluetooth / 3.5mm jack
Memory 4GB expandable 

via microSD card
Battery 1750mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A somewhat sludgier Samsung Galaxy S2 
for half the price and with a bigger screen, 
the Ascend G510 was the phone of 2011.  
More than enough for those who don’t have 
to have the latest thing, the Ascend will 
handle your casual web browsing, the odd 
game and photos well.  It can feel a little 
slow however and doesn’t look like much; 
there are also cheaper phones out there 
which do much the same.

VerDiCt: A large budget smartphone which 
can run slow and doesn’t look like much.

huawei ascend g510
reviewed: June 2013, price: £130 
www.huaweidevice.co.uk

Dimensions 122.5 x 62.6 x 
11.2 mm
Weight 130g
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon Dual core 
1GHZ cortex-A5
raM 512MB
Screen 4-inch, 480x800 
(233PPI)
Storage 4GB, (expandable 

via Micro-SD to 32GB)
Ports Wi-Fi, USB2.0
Camera 5MP, video VGA
Battery 1500mAh, talk time 
claimed up to 5h. this was 
more around 3 hours

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

While the G330 is more expensive than 
its brother,the G300, it still manages to 
pack the feature set and performance of 
a much more expensive phone into a sub 
£200 price point, with enough grunt to 
run routine operations and an adequate 
screen res. However, storage is minimal at 
4GB, although it does have a microSD slot. 
The biggest let down is the battery - be 
prepared for the phone to die over night.

VerDiCt: Poor battery life means this is not 
a worthy successor to the G300.

huawei ascend g330
reviewed: March 2013, price: £199
www.huaweidevice.co.uk
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OS Android v4.2.2 (Jelly 
Bean)
Processor Quad-core 1.5 
GHz
Screen 720 x 1280 pixels, 
4.7 inches
Memory 2 GB RAM
Storage 8GB – Micro SD 
up to 32GB
Camera 8 MP, 3264x2448 

pixels, autofocus, LeD 
flash (rear facing) 5 MP, 
720p (front facing)
Video 1080p@30fps
Wireless Wifi, Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 132.7 x 65.5 x 
6.2 mm
Weight 120g
Battery Li-Po 2000 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

It suffers from poor software 
implementation and a slow-charging 
battery, but at least the P6 looks the part, 
with a slim design that makes it more 
attractive than many of its rivals. Elsewhere 
this is a capable mid-to-high-tier handset 
for anyone looking. 

VerDiCt: It trips up on software and battery 
but the slim look is appealing.

huawei ascend P6
reviewed: October 2013, price: £309.95 
www.huaweidevice.co.uk

OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean
Processor Dual-core 1 
GHz cortex-A5 IPS LcD
Screen 480x800 pixels, 4.0 
inches
Memory 512MB ram
Storage 4GB – Micro SD 
up to 32GB
Camera 5 MP, 2592x1944 
pixels, autofocus, LeD 

flash geo-tagging
Video Yes, 480p@30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 124.5 x 63.8 x 
11.2 mm
Weight 130g
Battery Li-Ion 1730 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Y300 isn’t going to blow you away 
when looking at the spec sheet, but if 
you’re considering dipping your toes into 
the smartphone world it could be the 
perfect purchase. At less than £70 on pay-
as-you-go you’re getting a pretty fast and 
fluid device, which should be able to cope 
with most of the things you throw at it. The 
feature set is very basic and the camera’s 
low-light performance is dismal though. 

VerDiCt: If you’re dipping your toes into 
the smartphone world, this could be perfect.

huawei ascend y300
reviewed: September 2013, price: £119 
www.huaweidevice.co.uk

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread  
Screen 4.0-inch TFT
resolution 480 x 854 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1.4GHz 
Qualcomm MSM8255T
Memory 512MB
Storage 1GB, MicroSD
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing

Flash Yes
Video 720p HD
Wireless 802.11b/g/n
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 380 hours
talk time 6 hours
Size 122 x 61 x 11mm
Weight 140g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Adding to Huawei’s recent range of high-
quality, affordable Android handsets, the 
Honor is a great choice for anyone in 
the market for their first, or even second, 
smartphone. Effortlessly blending powerful 
performance, great usability and ample 
features at a competitive price, there’s 
loads to like. All in all, the Honor is easy to 
recommend to anyone looking for a great 
Android phone at an affordable price.

VerDiCt: Packing usability, features and 
performance, the Honor is a hit for Huawei.

huawei honour
reviewed: July 2012, price: £190
www.huaweidevice.co.uk

buyer’s guide reviews archive

59-96_ReviewsArchive_March14.indd   70 03/02/2014   16:26

WorldMags.netWorldMags.net

WorldMags.net

http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/


www.whatmobile.net  71

OS Android 4.1.2 (Jelly 
Bean)
Processor 1GHz 
Qualcomm MSM7225A 
Snapdragon
Screen 240 x 320 pixels, 3.2 
inches
Memory 512 MB RAM
Storage 4 GB (1.6 GB user 
available), microSD, up to 

32 GB
Camera 3.15 MP, 2048x1536 
pixels (no front facing)
Video Yes, 480p@30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 102.6 x 61.1 x 
11.9 mm
Weight 107g
Battery Li-Po 1540 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

LG has seemingly gone barebones with the 
Optimus L3 II, and whilst that’s expected 
with a low to mid-range device, LG has 
taken out almost everything. The screen is 
an incredibly poor resolution which makes 
navigating Android Jelly Bean somewhat 
of a chore — although it’s a miracle is has 
Jelly Bean. The battery life is great and the 
device itself is small and lightweight, but it 
feels a little fragile. 

VerDiCt: Great battery but there are better 
phones on the market similarly priced.

lg Optimus l3 ii
reviewed: September 2013, price: £89.95
www.lg.com/uk

OS Android 4.0 iCS
Screen 4.7-inch TFT
resolution 720 x 1280 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1.5GHz quad-core
Memory 1GB 
Storage 16GB internal,
MicroSD up to 64GB
Camera 8MP rear-facing,
1.3MP front-facing

Flash LeD
Video 1080p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n Wi-Fi. 
Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,
Micro USB 2.0 
Standby time 686 hours
talk time 10 hours 
Size 132 x 68 x 9mm
Weight 141g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Optimus 4X HD is a return to form for 
LG and a fantastic, feature-packed phone. 
Its gorgeous screen, capable quad-core 
power and stylish design put it firmly 
among the best handsets you can buy at 
this price. It’s not without fault, though, 
with its occasional usability issues and 
tempermental cameras. So while it’s an 
outstanding smartphone, it can’t quite take 
the crown away from Samsung and HTC.

VerDiCt: A fantastic quad-core smartphone 
with only a few minor quirks to speak of.

lg Optimus 4X hD
reviewed: november 2012, price: £450
www.lg.com/uk

OS Android v4.2.2 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 800  
quad-core 2.2GHz
Screen 1080 x 1920 pixels, 
5.2 inches
Memory 2GB RAM
Storage 16/32GB
Camera 13MP rear-facing, 
2.1MP front-facing

Video 1080p@60fps
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports Micro USB
Dimensions 138.5 x 70.9 x 
8.9 mm
Weight 143g
Battery Li-Po 3000 mAh 
battery

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Despite its impressive performance, 
long-lasting battery and excellent screen, 
the G2 doesn’t quite hold up next to its 
competition. It doesn’t lag behind in 
any one area, but it doesn’t truly excel 
anywhere else either. It won’t give you any 
hassle aside from its heating issues but this 
isn’t a best-in-class phone, and that’s what 
a flagship from a company like this really 
should be.

VerDiCt: The G2 is a powerhouse with a 
great screen and impressive battery life.

lg g2
reviewed: november 2013, price: £500
www.lg.com/uk
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Screen IPS LcD capacitive 
4 inch touchscreen 
resolution of screen 480 x 
800 pixels, 233 ppi
Processor MtK 6575 1GHz
raM 512MB
Storage 4GB, 32GB 
external
Cameras 5 MP autofocus, 
LeD flash

Video VGA@30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, dual-band, 
Bluetooth 3.0, nFc
Ports USB 2.0, MicroSD, 
3.5mm audio jack
Battery life Li-Ion 1700 
mAh, 9h (3G) – accurate

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A disappointing processor lets down an 
otherwise decent mid-tier device. The 
option to personalise app icons is a nice 
touch and the 5MP megapixel camera 
does a good job. However, with other 
handsets available with similar features 
and a lower price tag, the L5 II isn’t doing 
anything to stand out from the crowd. The 
underwhelming design and lack of internal 
storage doesn’t help matters either.

VerDiCt: An OK handset for the price, but a 
slow processor undermines performance.

lg Optimus l5 ii
reviewed: august 2013, price: £129.99
www.lg.com/uk

OS Android v4.3 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Snapdragon 400 
quad-core
Screen 720 x 1280 pixels, 4.5 
inches
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 8GB/16GB
Camera 5MP rear, 1.3MP 
front
Video 720p@30fps

Wireless Wi-fi, Bluetooth 
4.0
Ports micro-USB
Dimensions 129.9 x 65.9 x 
11.6mm
Weight 143g
Battery 2,070 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Moto G is a budget smartphone done 
right. It makes smart and sensible sacrifices  
to slash its price to a point that puts its 
rivals to shame. For people who don’t 
demand the highest specs and best camera 
from a phone, the Moto G’s easy-to-use 
system and fast speeds make it an ideal 
choice.

VerDiCt: Currently the best option for 
customers on a budget.

Motorola Moto g
reviewed: January 2014, price: £135
www.motorola.co.uk

OS Android 4.0 iCS  
Screen 4.3-inch TFT
resolution 540 x 960 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 2GHz single-core
Memory 1GB
Storage 8GB internal, 
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing

Flash LeD
Video 1080p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1, NFC
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time TBC
talk time TBC
Size 123 x 61 x 8mm
Weight 126g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Intel has finally dismissed concerns of its 
processors, proving they can power fast 
phones with no signs of app incompatibility 
or excessive power drain. But that doesn’t 
make the RAZR i a must-buy. Its inferior 
build quality and display make the 
similarly-specified HTC One S the more 
appealing option. However, this is still a 
promising step from Intel and the newly 
Google-backed Motorola nonetheless.

VerDiCt: Not quite enough to put Motorola 
back on top, but it’s certainly a good start.

Motorola raZr i
reviewed: november 2012, price: £340
www.motorola.co.uk
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OS Nokia Symbian Belle
SCreen 4-inch AMOLeD
reSOlUtiOn 360 x 640 pixels
inPUt Capacitive touchscreen 
PrOCeSSOr 1.3GHz ARM11
MeMOry 512MB 
StOrage 16GB internal, 
MicroSD up to 32GB
CaMera 41MP rear-facing,  
0.3MP front-facing

FlaSh Xenon
ViDeO 1080p HD at 30fps
WireleSS 802.11b/g/n Wi-
Fi, Bluetooth 3.0
POrtS 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0, Micro HDMi 
Battery 6 hours talk time 
540 hours standby 
SiZe 124 x 60 x 14mm
Weight 169g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

With its staggering 41-Megapixel camera 
and unbeatable range of photography 
features, there’s no denying that Nokia’s 
808 PureView is by far the world’s best 
cameraphone. It’s just a shame that its use 
of the antiquated Symbian Belle OS and its 
high price mark this beautiful handset out 
as an almost guaranteed sales failure. It has 
whet our appetite for Nokia’s forthcoming 
PureView Lumia Windows Phones, though.

VerDiCt: The ultimate cameraphone, but its 
old OS and high price can’t be ignored.

nokia 808 PureView
reviewed: September 2012, price: £485
www.nokia.com

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread  
Screen 4.3-inch SAMOLeD
resolution 540 x 960 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1.2GHz ARM 
Cortex-A9
Memory 1GB
Storage 16GB, MicroSD
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing

Flash Yes
Video 1080p HD
Wireless 802.11b/g/n
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 607 hours
talk time 17 hours
Size 131 x 69 x 9mm
Weight 145g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

With the RAZR MAXX, Motorola has aimed 
high and tried to go head-to-head with 
the very best smartphones in the business. 
Unfortunately, despite its excellent battery 
life, the painfully high price, dated operating 
system and many frustrating glitches mean 
it is tough to recommend against similarly 
priced handsets from Apple, HTC and 
Samsung, among others. A hard-sell for all 
but the most ardent Motorola fans.

VerDiCt: While there is plenty to like, you 
can find better smartphones at this price.

Motorola raZr MaXX
reviewed: May 2012, price: £410
www.motorola.co.uk

Dimensions 131.9 x 67.9 x 
8.4 mm, 146g
OS Android 4.1 Jellybean
Screen Super AMoLeD 
capacitive touchscreen, 
720x1280 (312PPI). Gorilla 
Glass.
Processor dual core 1.5GHz
raM 1GB
Storage 16GB internal, 

expandable to 32GB via 
MicroSD 
Cameras 8MP, LeD Flash, 
image stabilisation. Front 
1.3MP. Video 1080P @ 30fps.
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth, 
nFc. 
Ports Micro USB, MicroSD, 
3.5mm audio jack.
Battery 2530mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Starting to show signs of its Google 
led revival, the Motorola Razr HD has a 
stunning industrial design and 4G support, 
but is a victim of its delayed UK release (it 
came out in the US in September) meaning 
its specs are out of date, its screen is low 
resolution and its camera is poor. It doesn’t 
help that Motorola have priced it so high 
- otherwise this would be an excellent mid-
range phone.

VerDiCt: A lovely design, but the internals 
are six months out of date. 

Motorola raZr hD
reviewed: april 2013, price: £399
www.motorola.co.uk
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OS Nokia Series 40  
Screen 2.4-inch TFT
resolution 320 x 240 pixels
input Keyboard
Processor TBC
Memory 32MB
Storage 10MB, MicroSD
Camera 2MP rear-facing
Flash No
Video 176 x 144 pixels

Wireless Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 888 hours
talk time 7 hours
Size 116 x 61 x 14mm
Weight 105g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

An interesting enough device that blurs 
the lines between a feature phone and a 
low end smartphone, the Asha 205 is let 
down by its very small on board memory 
and lack of connectivity options. It 
remains functional for a low end device, 
but definitely should not be considered a 
full blown replacement for a smartphone. 
Probably destined for third world and 
budget users.

VerDiCt: A pretty basic, functional feature 
phone with a few extra goodies.

nokia asha 205
reviewed: april 2013, price: £65
www.nokia.com

OS Nokia Series 40
Screen 2.4-inch TFT
resolution 240 x 320 pixels
input QWeRTY keyboard 
Processor 1GHz single-core
Memory 128MB 
Storage 100MB internal, 
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 3.2MP rear-facing
Flash No

Video Yes
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0 
Standby time 700 hours 
talk time 9 hours 
Size 117 x 56 x 14mm
Weight 99g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

While the Nokia Asha 302 won’t win any 
awards for originality or features, its great 
build quality, battery life and usability 
make it ideal for social networking. If you’re 
looking for a decent feature-phone for 
easy all-day typing, the Asha 302 could be 
right for you. And while you can pick up a 
good smartphone for around this price, the 
handy QWERTY keyboard is ideal if you’re 
frequently typing texts and emails.

VerDiCt: Great QWERTY usability and an 
impressive battery life at a decent price.

nokia asha 302
reviewed:november 2012, price: £95
www.nokia.com

OS Nokia Series 40
Screen 2.4-inch TFT
resolution 240 x 320 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1GHz single-core
Memory 128MB 
Storage 140MB internal, 
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 3.2MP rear-facing
Flash No

Video Yes
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0 
Standby time 750 hours 
talk time 6 hours 
Size 106 x 52 x 13mm
Weight 95g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Asha 311 is a high-quality feature-
phone which packs style, usability and 
a decent screen. But you can buy a 
much better smartphone for less. With 
the excellent Huawei Ascend G300 and 
Vodafone Smart 2 available for less, the 
Asha 311 struggles slightly, as while it is 
a good feature-phone it is crippled by an 
unrealistically high price tag. Make sure 
to consider your needs before buying.

VerDiCt: A satisfying feature-phone but 
the high price is a little bit unrealistic.

nokia asha 311
reviewed: november 2012, price: £110
www.nokia.com
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Dimensions 115x61x11mm
Weight  127g
OS Windows Phone 8
Screen 3.8” 800x480
Processor Snapdragon S4 
dual-core 1GHz
raM 512 MB
Storage: 8GB (to 64GB via 
MicroSD)
Cameras: 5MP main, 640x 

480p secondary. 
Video 720p at 30fps.
Wireless: WiFi, near Field 
communication, Bluetooth 
3.0
Ports: Micro-USB 2.0, data 
connector
Battery life: 1300mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Nokia’s newest entry level device, the 620 
runs the same OS as its older siblings.  With 
some good grunt under its hood and the 
addition of Nokia’s more useful apps like 
Music and Maps, the 620 is a good phone, 
despite occasional issues with handling the 
software. The camera lives up to the Lumia 
name taking crisp shots and the 620, in all, 
is a good entry level device - on a plan. The 
SIM free phone has a hefty price tag.

VerDiCt: A great little budget device, but a 
bit expensive.

nokia lumia 620
reviewed: March 2013, price: £230
www.nokia.com

Dimensions 119.9x64x9.9mm
Weight 124g
Screen IPS super sensitive 
4” touch screen
resolution 800 x 480, 235 ppi
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon S4 dual core 
1 GHz
raM 512MB
Storage 8GB, 64GB external

Cameras 5 MP, auto focus, 
f/2.4 (same as nokia 
Pureview 808)
Video 720p (HD, 1280 x 720) 
Wireless WLAn Ieee 802.11 
b/g/n, Bluetooth 3.0
Ports USB 2.0, MicroSD 
(cHecK), 3.5mm audio jack
Battery life 1430 mAh, 9.6h 
(3G) - accurate

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A good budget offering from Nokia which 
is let down by its struggles to handle the 
tasks required of it.  Cheaper than the 620 
which nevertheless had less performance 
issues.  The 520 packs a good camera and 
battery life, however there are both cheaper 
phones which perform better and more 
expensive phones which don’t. 

VerDiCt: A good camera, battery and price 
but the phone can struggle with tasks.

nokia lumia 520
reviewed: June 2013, price: £99.95
www.nokia.com

OS nokia Asha platform
Screen 240 x 320 pixels, 3 
inches
Memory 128MB RAM
Storage 4GB, expandable to 
32GB via microSD
Camera 5 MP rear-facing
Wireless WiFi, Bluetooth 3.0
Ports micro-USB, microSD
Dimensions 102.6 x 60.6 x 

12.7mm
Weight 110.2g
Battery Li-Ion 1,200 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Nokia’s Asha 503 is a brilliantly tiny 
handset that stays usable despite the 
smaller screen. If you want a dirt-cheap 
phone then you might be better off with a 
sub-£50 handset and its design is a little 
spiky. But anyone looking for a phone to 
keep them busy for five minutes on a bus 
will find plenty to love here.

VerDiCt: A good entry into the budget 
market that offers more than the basics.

nokia asha 503
reviewed: February 2014, price: £70
www.nokia.com
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OS Microsoft Windows 
Phone 8
Processor Dual-core 
1.2 GHz Krait Qualcomm 
MSM8930 Snapdragon
Screen 480 x 800 pixels, 4.7 
inches
Memory 512 MB RAM
Storage 8 GB expandable to 
64GB via SD card

Camera 5 MP, 2592x1936 
pixels (rear facing) VGA 
(front facing)
Video 1080p
Connectivity Wifi, Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB, micro SD
Dimensions 133.3 x 72.3 x 
9.2 mm
Weight 159 g
Battery Li-Ion 2000 mAh 

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The sizeable 4.7-inch screen saves the 625 
from its disappointingly short battery life 
and lack of HD viewing. It’s plagued further 
by the Lumia range’s other issues like a 
limited app store, but fights back with a 
decent camera. As a result it stands as a 
viable budget-range phone. 

VerDiCt: A decent budget smartphone with 
its fair share of shortcomings.

nokia lumia 625
reviewed: October 2013, price: £180
www.nokia.com

Dimensions 127.9 x 67.5 x 
9mm
Weight 128g
Screen IPS clearBlack 4.3” 
touchscreen
resolution 480 x 800, 217 ppi
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon S4 dual core 
1 GHz
raM 512MB

Storage 8GB, 64GB external
Cameras 6.7 MP, carl Zeiss 
lens, auto focus
Video 720p @30fps
Wireless WLAn Ieee 802.11 
b/g/n, Bluetooth 3.0
Ports USB 2.0, MicroSD, 
3.5mm audio jack
Battery life 2000 mAh, 13h 
(3G)

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A fairly solid mid-tier offering which 
suffered some setbacks at start up, the 720 
features a Carl Zeiss lens and a slightly 
better looking screen and performing 
processor. Aside from this, the Lumia 720 
isn’t wonderfully different from its lower 
priced siblings and showed signs of wear 
and tear after a week, although its camera 
lives up to the Lumia name. Microsoft’s app 
store is still fairly limited, however.

VerDiCt: A fairly solid mid-tier device but 
not too different from lower priced siblings.

nokia lumia 720
reviewed: July 2013, price: £299
www.nokia.com

Dimensions 
123.8x68.5x9.9 mm
OS Windows Phone 8
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon S4, dual-
core 1.5GHz 
Screen 4.3” AMoLeD.
resolution 800h x 480
raM 1GB 
Storage 8GB (MicroSD 

to 64GB)
Camera: 8.0 MP, LeD 
flash, auto focus
Video: 1920x1080, 30fps
Wireless: Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 3.0
Ports: 3.5mm audio jack, 
MicoSD, Micro-USB 2.0
Weight: 160g
Battery: 1650 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The 920’s pragmatic little brother, the 820 
runs the same processor  and RAM.  It lacks 
some of the high end photography options 
but still takes good quality pictures and 
also runs Windows Phone 8.  It has the full 
complement of Nokia apps like Music and 
Maps (although the Windows Store still 
struggles for quality in the app department). 
Battery can be disappointing, however, and 
some apps only work with WP8 devices.

VerDiCt: Arguably superior to the 920, a 
few niggles hold it back from greatness.

nokia lumia 820
reviewed: March 2013, price: £380
www.nokia.com
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Dimensions 129 x 70.6 x 
8.5 mm
Display 768 x 1280 pixels, 
4.5 inches (332 ppi)
OS Windows Phone 8 
CPU Qualcomm MSM8960 
Snapdragon Dual-core 1.5 
GHz Krait
gPU Adreno 225
Memory 1GB RAM

Storage 16GB or 32GB 
(Vodafone only) 
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, dual-band, DLnA
Camera 8 MP, 3264 x 2448 
pixels, carl Zeiss optics, 
optical image stabilization, 
autofocus
Battery Li-Ion 2000 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

With the Lumia 925 Nokia haven’t set 
out to reinvent the wheel, they’ve just 
built on their past achievements to put 
together a brilliant phone. A gorgeous 
slimmed-down design, high performance 
camera and responsive user interface 
all set this handset apart from the rest 
of the Lumia range and make it a top 
level device in the high-end smartphone 
market. One of the best out there. 

VerDiCt: A fantastic camera, slick design 
and great user interface make this top dog.

nokia lumia 925
reviewed: august 2013, price: £479
www.nokia.com

OS: Windows Phone 8.0 
Screen: 4.5-inch PureMotion 
HD+ IPS LcD  
resolution: 1280 x 768
Processor: 1.5 GHz Dual 
core Snapdragon S4   
raM 1GB 
Storage 32GB 
Camera 8.7MP with 
Pureview sensor

input: capacitive 
touchscreen 
Video: 720p or 1080p, 30fps 
Storage: 32GB 
audio: Music player/FM 
radio 
Size: 130 x 70.8 x 10.7mm 
Weight: 185g 
Battery: 2000 mAh 

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A fantastic looking phone with a great 
interface, grunt under the hood and the 
best camera phone in the business. A bit 
heavy and bulky, but outstanding design 
- a real eye catcher. Like all WP8 devices, 
the app store is a problem, but this 
deserves to do well.

VerDiCt: An fantastic device technically, its 
success relies on Microsoft’s app store.

nokia lumia 920
reviewed: January 2013, price: £36p/m
www.nokia.com

OS Windows Phone 7.5  
Screen 4.3-inch AMOLeD
resolution 480 x 800 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1.4GHz 
Qualcomm APQ8055
Memory 512MB
Storage 16GB
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
1MP front-facing

Flash Yes
Video 720p HD
Wireless 802.11b/g/n
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 300 hours
talk time 7 hours
Size 128 x 69 x 12mm
Weight 160g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The latest in Nokia’s range of Windows 
Phones, the Lumia 900 packs style, usability 
and features to help it stand out from the 
crowd. While the present limitations of 
its operating system, such as a limited 
selection of apps and an occasionally 
confusing interface, might deter expert 
users, it’s still a fantastic choice for anyone 
after an eye-catching alternative to the 
huge amount of rival Android handsets.

VerDiCt: Great usability and features, plus 
bags of style, make the Lumia 900 a winner.

nokia lumia 900
reviewed: July 2012, price: £360
www.nokia.com
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OS Windows Phone 8  
Display 4.5-inch AMOLeD 
WXGA (1280 x 768 pixels), 
2.5 D sculpted Corning Gorilla 
Glass 3, PureMotion HD+, 
ClearBlack, high brightness 
mode, sunlight readability, 
super sensitive touch, Nokia 
Glance Screen  
Battery 2000 mAh battery; 

wireless charging  
Processor 1.5GHz dual-core 
Snapdragon S4  
Camera Rear: 41MP 
resolution: 7712 x 536; front: 
HD 1.2MP wide angle  
Memory 2GB RAM 
Storage 32GB upgradeable 
to 64GB; 7GB free SkyDrive 
cloud storage

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Lumia 1020 is an ideal smartphone for 
those of you who don’t care about apps 
and it’s perfect if you love to take great 
pictures. It might not be the slimmest 
device you can get your hands on but the 
1020’s powerful camera is well worth the 
extra bulk.

VerDiCt: A top smartphone with an 
astounding camera – one of the best.

nokia lumia 1020
reviewed: november 2013, price: £639.99
www.nokia.com

OS Android 4.0 (ice Cream 
Sandwich)
Processor intel Atom 
1.2GHz
Screen 960 x 540 pixels, 4.3 
inches
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 4GB
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 0.3 
MP front-facing

Video 1080p@30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
2.1
Ports Micro USB
Dimensions 126 x 64.7 x 
10mm
Weight 140g
Battery 2000 mAh Lion-
Battery

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Prestigio is a bland piece of kit that 
lacks any real highlights but the 5430 
is undoubtedly a capable and efficient 
smartphone. Perhaps its best feature is 
that it gets the core experience right, if not 
groundbreakingly so. The very basics of 
what you expect from a smartphone in 2013 
are here but there isn’t much else.

VerDiCt: Perfectly ordinary – but it’s 
positioned as an everyday smartphone.

Prestigio MultiPhone 5430
reviewed: november 2013, price: £190
www.prestigio.com

OS Windows Phone 8
Processor Qualcomm 8 
Snapdragon 2.2GHz
Screen 6 inches, 1,920 x 
1,080 pixels, 368PPI
Memory 2GB RAM
Storage 32GB (up to 64GB 
with microSD)
Camera 20MP dual-LeD flash 
(back), 1.2MP (front)

Video 1080p
Ports Micro-USB, 3.5mm 
jack
Dimensions 162.8 x 85.4 x 
8.7mm
Weight 209g
Battery 3,200mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Although the Nokia Lumia 1520 weighs 
in at a whopping £550 (SIM-free), it could 
cost you considerably more to purchase 
a standalone camera, camcorder, satnav, 
tablet and a laptop computer that can run 
Microsoft Office.

VerDiCt: A great all-in-one device that 
mashes the best of Nokia together.

nokia lumia 1520
reviewed: February 2014, price: £550
www.nokia.com
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Dimensions 137 x 70.5 x 
8.7 mm
OS Windows Phone 8
Screen 4.8-inch Super 
AMoLeD
resolution 720 x 1280 
Processor 1.5GHz dual-core
gPU Adreno 255
raM 1GB
Storage 16/32GB 

expandable via micro SD
Cameras Front 1.9MP 
camera, rear 8.0MP capable 
of 1080p HD video
Wireless Wi-Fi
Ports Micro USB, 3.5mm 
audio
Battery life 2.300mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Possibly the best looking Windows Phone 
8 physically with a good display, and a 
very usable Windows Phone 8 device, the 
software is lazy, with a poor selection of 
apps and what apps there are, can appear 
less than appealing.  However, the user 
interface is easy to use and the processor 
can handle whatever is required of it.  The 
phone looks and feels good - it’s just a pity 
there’s not much to look at, app-wise.

VerDiCt: Great WP8 hardware, but the lack 
of apps means Nokia and HTC still rule.

Samsung ativ S
reviewed: March 2013, price: £439.99
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread
Screen 3.8-inch TFT
resolution 480 x 800 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 800MHz dual-core
Memory 768MB 
Storage 4GB internal,  
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 5MP rear-facing,  
0.3MP front-facing

Flash LeD
Video 720p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 3.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,  
Micro USB 2.0 
Standby time 670 hours
talk time 16 hours 
Size 118 x 62 x 11mm
Weight 119g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

In a year where Samsung crafted one of 
the world’s best smartphones with the 
Galaxy S III, it has also created a fantastic 
mid-level device with its affordably-priced 
Galaxy Ace 2. Offering a stunning screen, 
great usability and a strong set of features 
it packs all that the average smartphone 
buyer will need. And while it’s a shame that 
the latest version of Android isn’t installed, 
you still get unbeatable value or money.

VerDiCt: In terms of sheer bang for your 
buck, this great phone is one of the best.

Samsung galaxy ace 2
reviewed: October 2012, price: £240
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread  
Screen 3.5-inch TFT
resolution 480 x 800 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 800MHz
Memory 512MB
Storage MicroSD
Camera 5MP rear-facing
Flash Yes
Video Yes

Wireless 802.11b/g
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 240 hours
talk time 4 hours
Size 117 x 59 x 11mm
Weight 120g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Prestigio fails to dazzle, offering 
nothing fresh, but it is a user friendly, well 
featured and well priced device that ticks 
all the right boxes for a smartphone.  It 
offers a smooth Android experience in a 
classic design with a competitive price tag 
and could go up against the likes of Huawei 
or HTC’s budget brands.  A solid offering 
from a lesser known brand.

VerDiCt: Nothing new but this is a user 
friendly, well priced well featured device.

Prestigio 4500 DUO
reviewed: June 2013, price: £179
www.prestigio.com
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OS Android 4.1
Screen 3.5-inch / 320x480 
pixels
input capacitive 
touchscreen
Camera 5MP, VGA front
Video Record / Playback
audio Music player / Stereo 
Bluetooth / 3.5mm jack
Memory 4GB expandable via 

micro SD card
Battery 1300mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Don’t look at Samsung for cheap 
smartphones, but the Fame offers a 
compact, modern Android experience for 
only marginally more than other brands. A 
wee phone which allows you to run your 
digital life with just your thumb, the Fame 
sports Android 4.1, a screen that’s just right 
for some and an attractive price point. Cons 
include a thick, stubby design, a low res 
screen and rival phones going cheaper.

VerDiCt: Not the cheapest out there but a 
compact device which has plenty of appeal.

Samsung galaxy Fame
reviewed: July 2013, price: £159 
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread  
Screen 4-inch TFT
resolution 480 x 800 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1GHz dual-core
Memory 768MB
Storage 8GB internal,
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 5MP rear-facing,
1.3MP front-facing

Flash LeD
Video 720p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 3.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 760 hours
talk time 9 hours
Size 124 x 64 x 13mm
Weight 145g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

While Samsung’s Galaxy Beam can’t quite 
compete with the best rivals at this price, 
it is surprisingly capable and exceeded our 
expectations. With its decent performance, 
stunning screen and strong build quality, it 
ticks many boxes. And the built-in projector 
is far more useful than we expected, letting 
you beam photos, videos, work files and 
more at up to 50-inches in size. For big-
screen images on the move, it’s unbeatable.

VerDiCt: A unique and very well-equipped 
smartphone with a handy built-in projector.

Samsung galaxy Beam
reviewed: november 2012, price: £400 
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android v4.2.2 (Jelly 
Bean)
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 400 quad-core 
1.7 GHz
Screen 720 x 1280 pixels, 6.3 
inches
Memory 2 GB RAM
Storage 8GB – Micro SD up 
to 32GB

Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 
1.9 MP front-facing Video 
1080p@30fps
Wireless WiFi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports Micro USB, micro SD, 
IR blaster
Dimensions 167.6 x 88 x 
8 mm
Weight 199g
Battery Li-Ion 3200 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

With a 6.3-inch screen, the Galaxy Mega is 
on the verge of falling into phablet territory, 
but that doesn’t change the fact that said 
screen is hypnotically vibrant. As such, 
it’s a great video player and has room for a 
sizeable battery. Its resolution, however, is 
a minor issue and it doesn’t have enough 
internal storage to meet our needs. It will 
stick out like a sore thumb but you might 
just fall in love with it.  

VerDiCt: For better or worse it’s all about 
the big, vibrant screen with this handset.

Samsung galaxy Mega
reviewed: October 2013, price: £440 
www.samsung.com/uk
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OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread  
Screen 3.27-inch TFT
resolution 320 x 480 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 800MHz 
Qualcomm MSM7227
Memory 512MB
Storage 4GB, MicroSD
Camera 3.15MP rear-facing
Flash No

Video 640 x 480 pixels
Wireless 802.11b/g/n
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 3.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 540 hours
talk time 11 hours
Size 109 x 59 x 12mm
Weight 105g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

With its eye-catching design, decent 
performance and comfortable usability, the 
Galaxy Mini 2 is well worth a look for first-
time smartphone buyers on a budget. There 
are some incredibly high-quality rivals on 
the market, though, from brands such as 
HTC and Huawei, among others. So you 
might want to shop around and check out 
the competition before handing over your 
cash, as there are great deals to be had.

VerDiCt: A good entry-level handset, but 
there are plenty of better deals to be found.

Samsung galaxy Mini 2
reviewed: august 2012, price: £150 
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean
Screen 5.5-inch SAMOLeD
resolution 720 x 1280 pixels
input Capacitive screen, stylus
Processor 1.6GHz quad-core
Memory 2GB
Storage 16/32/64GB internal,
MicroSD up to 64GB
Camera 8MP rear-facing,
1.9MP front-facing

Flash LeD
Video 1080p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 4.0, NFC
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Battery 16 hours talk time
890 hours standby
Dimensions 151 x 81 x 9mm
Weight 183g

OS Android 4.3
Processor 2.3 GHz 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 
800 
Screen 1080 x 1920 pixels, 
5.7 inches 
Memory 3GB
Storage 16/32/64
Camera 13 MP front-
facing, 2MP rear-facing

Video 4K 
Wireless WiFi, nFc, 
Infrared, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports microSD, microUSB
Dimensions 151.2 x 79.2 x 
8.3 mm
Weight 168g
Battery 3200 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The size of Samsung’s Galaxy Note range 
is a hate it or love it prospect - is it too 
big to be a phone, or too small to be a 
tablet? Does a stylus have any place on 
a smartphone? Either way, it is a brilliant 
piece of technology, with a whopping great 
16 hours of talk time. Its only main flaws are 
a dull screen and a poor camera - otherwise 
it comes down to personal preference. 
Definitely one to try out in store.

The Note 3 steps over the competition with 
its large, engulfing display and great battery 
life. But it’s the stylus that’s the star of 
the show here, with great integration that 
makes it an ideal Note-keeping device. This 
makes it ideal for business people on the 
move, although they’ll have to make sure 
they keep an eye on the easy-to-lose pen at 
all times.

VerDiCt: The king of the big screen phone/
tablets, you’ll either love it or hate it.

VerDiCt: A fantastic portable business 
device with helpful, unique features.

Samsung galaxy note 2 Samsung galaxy note 3
reviewed: December 2012, price: £409
www.samsung.com/uk

reviewed: December 2013, price: £649
www.samsung.com/uk
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OS Android 4.0 iCS  
Screen 4.8-inch SAMOLeD
resolution 720 x 1280 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1.4GHz Cortex-A9
Memory 1GB
Storage 16/32/64GB, 
MicroSD
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
1.9MP front-facing

Flash Yes
Video 1080p HD
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 790 hours
talk time 21 hours
Size 137 x 71 x 9mm
Weight 133g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Matching up to the mighty Galaxy S II was 
always going to be a tall order, but with 
the release of the Galaxy S III Samsung has 
clearly surpassed expectations. With its 
stunning design, amazing usability, high-
powered performance and cutting-edge 
features, it measures up to the best of the 
competition and sets a new benchmark for 
its rivals. If you’re looking for one of the 
best smartphones you can buy, this is it.

VerDiCt: A masterpiece of design and 
usability. This is the benchmark to beat.

Samsung galaxy S3
reviewed: July 2012, price: £485
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread  
Screen 4-inch SAMOLeD
resolution 480 x 800 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1GHz ARM 
Cortex-A9
Memory 768MB
Storage 8/16GB, MicroSD
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
1.3MP front-facing

Flash Yes
Video 720p HD
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 3.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 570 hours
talk time 15 hours
Size 123 x 63 x 10mm
Weight 120g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

While the Samsung Galaxy S Advance 
doesn’t do much to stake a claim as the 
best mid-range handset you can buy, it’s 
still a suitably capable effort, which will  
suit newcomers to the smartphone market. 
With that said, though, there are many 
better options that you can find at this 
price, so you might want to shop around 
and see what its rivals have to offer, before 
choosing this as your main handset.

VerDiCt: A decent mid-range device but it 
offers little to set itself apart from its rivals.

Samsung galaxy S advance
reviewed: august 2012, price: £230
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread  
Screen 4.3-inch SAMOLeD+
resolution 480 x 800 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1.2GHz ARM 
Cortex-A9
Memory 1GB
Storage 16/32GB, MicroSD
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
2MP front-facing

Flash Yes
Video 1080p HD
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 3.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0
Standby time 710 hours
talk time 18 hours
Size 125 x 66 x 9mm
Weight 116g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Galaxy S II is one of Samsung’s top-end 
smartphones and was your Phone of the 
Year 2011, according to reader votes for the 
What Mobile Awards. It offers blisteringly 
fast performance, a decent camera, strong 
battery life and a great screen. Alongside 
the newer Galaxy S III, it’s the biggest 
threat Apple has seen since the iPhone 
launched, and with good reason. Few 
phones offer such a good user experience.

VerDiCt: An award-winning Android phone 
that effortlessly impresses across the board.

Samsung galaxy S2
£330 SiM-free
www.samsung.com/uk
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Dimensions 136.6 x 69.8 x 
7.9 mm
Weight 130g
Screen 5 inch, Super 
AMoLeD capacitive touch 
screen, 16M colours
resolution 1080 x 1920
CPU Quad-core 1.6 GHz
gPU PowerVR SGX 544MP3
raM 512MB

Storage 16/32/64GB, up to 
64GB external
Cameras 13MP, 4128x3096 
pixels, autofocus, LeD flash
Video 1080p@30fps 
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11, 
Bluetooth 4.0
Ports USB 2.0, MicroSD, 
3.5mm audio jack
Battery life Li-Ion 2600 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

An impressive hardware offering with 
intriguing new software and camera 
features but these need to be perfected 
and integrated into the device as a whole 
before the S4 can really be called a knock 
out.  While the phone’s processor seemed 
to struggle with games and the design is 
pretty same ol’ to the S3, this is a solid 
offering from Samsung in the flagship race.

VerDiCt: An impressive offering with 
interesting but not integrated new software.

Samsung galaxy S4
reviewed: July 2012, price: £550
www.samsung.com/uk

OS Android Jelly Bean 4.1.1
Screen Super AMoLeD
resolution 480 x 800 pixels 
4.0 inches 233 PPI
Storage 8 or 16 GB, up to 32 
GB microSD expandable
Camera rear 5MP autofocus, 
front 0.3MP
Video 720P 30fps
CPU novathor U8420 -1GHz 

dual-core
Memory 1GHz Ram
gPU Mali-400/MP4 
Connectivity Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, DLnA
Ports Micro-USB 3.5m jack
Battery Li-Ion 1500 mAh
Dimensions: 121.6 x 63 
x9.9mm
Weight 111.5g

OS Android 4.2.2 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 600 quad-core 
1.9GHz
Screen 1080 x 1920 pixels, 
5 inches
Memory 2GB RAM
Storage 16GB
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 2 
MP front-facing

Video 1080p
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports Mirco USB, micro SD
Dimensions 139.7 x 71.3 x 
9.1 mm
Weight 151g
Battery 2600 mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Something of a misnomer, this is no relation 
to its bigger brother, the S III,despite the 
design similarities. The Mini is little more 
than a shrunk down Galaxy S II. If users 
want a budget Galaxy, they are better off 
pursuring that (former) flagship on a budget 
plan - this is extortionately expensive for 
what you get.

The Active S4 is ideal for people looking 
for a more protected smartphone, although 
it does make some sacrifices. Its design 
is too rugged for mainstream appeal and 
its display and camera don’t quite match 
the standard S4. But it’s a great hybrid for 
an underwater camera and is perfect for 
adventurous lifestyles.

VerDiCt: A cheeky move by Samsung to 
pass this off as a premium device. It’s not.

VerDiCt: A cheeky move by Samsung to 
pass this off as a premium device. It’s not.

Samsung galaxy S3 MiniSamsung galaxy S4 active
reviewed: January 2013, price: £300
www.samsung.com/uk

reviewed: november 2013, price: £400
www.samsung.com/uk
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OS Proprietary
Screen 3-inch TFT
resolution 240 x 320 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor N/A
Memory N/A 
Storage 20MB internal,  
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 3.2MP rear-facing
Flash No

Video Yes
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 3.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0 
Battery 14 hours talk time, 
625 hours standby 
Size 102 x 58 x 12mm
Weight 96g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

Blending neat features with a range of 
equally noticeable flaws, the Tocco Lite 2 
is a real mixed bag. There’s no denying the 
value it provides, but it’s clear where the 
corners have been cut, making it hard to 
recommend. Especially when entry-level 
smartphones such as the Vodafone Smart 
2 can be bought for even less than this 
feature-phone. If you’re after the most bang 
for your buck, this isn’t the phone for you.

VerDiCt: It may suit very young users, but 
it’s not a phone we can highly recommend.

Samsung tocco lite 2
reviewed: September 2012, price: £99
www.samsung.com/uk

Dimensions 128.7x 65 x 
9.7mm, 137g 
Display 4.3 inch, tFt 
capacitive touchscreen, 
480x854 pixels, 228 ppi
OS Android 4.1
CPU Qualcomm MSM8230 
Snapdragon  
dual core 1GHz
gPU Adreno 305

Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 8GB, microSD up 
to 32GB
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n
Camera 8MP, autofocus, 
LeD flash
Battery Up to 9 hours (3G) 
- accurate

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

This device includes some higher end 
specs for a low cost handset as well as a 
snappy camera, a high quality screen and 
impressive battery life. However, the odd 
design choices are a distraction and the 
screen does suffer from lag issues. Lower 
cost devices like the Nokia 620 offer more 
at a cheaper price. Access to the Google 
Play store potentially gives it an edge over 
the 620, if that’s what you’re after. 

VerDiCt: Not a bad choice for gamers on a 
budget, but for others there are better handsets.

Sony Xperia l
reviewed: august 2013, price: £249
www.sonymobile.com

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread
Screen 3.5-inch TFT
resolution 320 x 480 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1GHz dual-core
Memory 512MB 
Storage 8GB internal, 
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 5MP rear-facing
Flash LeD

Video 720p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 3.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,  
Micro USB 2.0 
Standby time 520 hours
talk time 6 hours 
Size 111 x 60 x 10mm
Weight 110g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

When we’ve tested semi-rugged phones 
before, they’ve often put function firmly 
over form. But Sony’s Xperia Go blends 
style and resilience to create a tough device 
that’s also great to look at. Its waterproof, 
dust-resistant design keeps it protected 
against the elements and it’s a fast and 
pleasingly usable device. And while the old 
Android 2.3 OS is a disappointment, this is 
still a good phone for busy outdoor use.

VerDiCt: If you need a stylish and tough 
phone for outdoor use, there’s a lot to like.

Sony Xperia go
reviewed: October 2012, price: £200
www.sonymobile.com
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Dimensions 120.5 x 63 x 
10.28 mm
OS Windows Phone 8
Screen 4.0-inch S-LcD
resolution 480x800
Processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon S4 1GHz 
dual-core
gPU Adreno 305
raM 512MB 

Storage 4GB expandable 
via microSD
Cameras 5MP rear, LeD 
flash / 720p HD video
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
3.1, a-GPS and GLonASS
Ports Micro USB, 3.5mm 
audio
Battery life 1,700mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Xperia J is expensive for what you get 
- no small feat considering it costs £149. 
This is a severely stripped down version of 
its big brothers, the Xperia P, T and S. Its 
performance is poor, the camera and screen  
is poor. You’d do much better buying last 
gen’s flagship phones on a contract, rather 
than buying this weak cut price performer. 
Avoid.

VerDiCt: A bit of a rip off for a low spec, 
poor performing phone.

Sony Xperia J
reviewed: February 2013, price: £149
www.sonymobile.com

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread
Screen 4-inch TFT
resolution 540 x 960 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1GHz dual-core
Memory 1GB 
Storage 16GB internal
Camera 8MP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing
Flash LeD

Video 1080p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,  
Micro USB 2.0, HDMi 
Standby time 475 hours
talk time 6 hours 
Size 122 x 60 x 11mm
Weight 120g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Xperia P works well on so many levels 
that it’s impossible to ignore. The unique 
style may not suit all tastes, but it shows a 
courage to stand out from the crowd that 
we wish we saw more often. And thanks to 
its impressive performance, beautiful LED-
backlit screen and excellent features, you 
get plenty of value for money too.

VerDiCt: If you’re looking for a one-of-a-
kind phone, make sure to check it out.

Sony Xperia P
reviewed: October 2012, price: £290
www.mobilephonesdirect.co.uk

OS Android 4.1
Screen 4.6inch / 720x1280 
pixels
input capacitive 
touchscreen
Camera 8MP, VGA front
Video Record / Playback
audio Music player / Stereo 
Bluetooth / 3.5mm jack
Memory 8GB expandable via 

micro SD card
Battery 2370mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Xperia SP has an excellent high 
definition screen, a fairly solid battery life 
and an interesting notification system 
involving a panel at the bottom of the 
phone which lights up with customisable 
colours when you get a message. However 
the phone’s not as powerful as last year’s 
flagships, is slightly bulky and there are 
rival phones to be had for less money, 
particularly if you’re not fussed about 4G.

VerDiCt: If 4G LTE isn’t for you, the Xperia 
SP isn’t quite the bargain it first seems.

Sony Xperia SP
reviewed: July 2013, price: £290
www.sonymobile.com
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OS Android 4.0 iCS
Screen 4.55-inch TFT
resolution 720 x 1280 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1.5GHz dual-core
Memory 1GB
Storage 16GB internal,
MicroSD up to 32GB
Camera 13MP rear-facing,
1.3MP front-facing 

Flash LeD
Video 1080p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 3.1, NFC
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,
Micro USB 2.0
Battery 7 hours talk time,
450 hours standby
Dimensions 129 x 67 x 9mm
Weight 139g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A minor update of the Xperia S released 
earlier in the year, the Xperia T remains an 
elite Android device. With its excellent build 
quality, gorgeous screen, great camera 
and a powerful processor it should be a 
market leader - but for that price. Sony is 
still reestablishing itself as a smartphone 
company and can’t command premium 
pricing - It falls short of its Samsung and 
HTC rivals, watch for a price drop.

VerDiCt: Among the Android smartphone 
elite, but still needs some work.

Sony Xperia t
reviewed: December 2012, price: £400
www.sonymobile.com

OS Android 2.3 Gingerbread
Screen 3.5-inch TFT
resolution 480 x 854 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1GHz ARM 
Cortex-A9
Memory 512MB 
Storage 4GB internal
Camera 5MP rear-facing,  
0.3MP front-facing

Flash LeD
Video 720p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi,  
Bluetooth 2.1
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
Micro USB 2.0 
Battery 6 hours talk time
472 hours standby 
Size 112 x 54 x 12mm
Weight 110g

Dimensions 139 x 71 x 7.9 mm 
and 146g
OS Android 4.1.2 (Jelly Bean).
Screen 5 inch, capacitive 
touchscreen,1080 x 1920
Processor Qualcomm Krait 
quad-core 1.5 GHz
raM 2GB RAM
Storage 16GB, microSD (to 
32GB)

Cameras Main 13.1 MP, 
4128x3096 pixels, autofocus, 
LeD flash. Front - 2.2 MP, 
1080p@30fps
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11, 
Bluetooth 4.0, nFc enabled
Ports MicroUSB v2.0, 
MicroSD, 3.5mm audio jack.
Battery Li-Ion 2330 mAh 
battery

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Sony Xperia U is a pleasing device 
to use, with few notable weaknesses 
other than its slightly lacklustre camera 
and limited storage. It would be a decent 
handset even if it was sold for a higher 
price, so compared to similarly-priced 
devices it is way ahead of the game in 
terms of performance and usability. For 
that reason, it is a great entry-level Android 
smartphone and one that we like a lot.

Sony’s smartphone is a powerhouse in 
every way, let down only by some unusual 
design decisions. Water, dust and shock 
resistant, it’s giant screen size will come 
down to personal preference, as will its 
unusual design. Otherwise it has all of 
Sony’s bells and whistles, including some 
clever use of NFC with NFCs stereos, TVs 
and laptops. 

VerDiCt: Packing style, power and a sharp 
screen, it provides a great user experience.

VerDiCt: A powerhouse phone, let down 
only by some design niggles.

Sony Xperia U Sony Xperia Z
reviewed: September 2012, price: £180
www.sonymobile.com

reviewed: april 2013, price: £499
www.sonymobile.com

buyer’s guide reviews archive

59-96_ReviewsArchive_March14.indd   86 03/02/2014   16:27

WorldMags.netWorldMags.net

WorldMags.net

http://worldmags.net/
http://worldmags.net/


www.whatmobile.net  87

Dimensions 123.2 x 64.4 x 
10.9 mm 
Weight 136g
Screen tFt capacitive 
touchscreen 
Processor 1 GHz cortex-A9
raM 512MB
Storage 4GB, expandable up 
to 32GB
Cameras 5 MP, autofocus, 

LeD flash
Video Yes
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, dual-band,  
Bluetooth 4.0, nFc
Ports USB 2.0, MicroSD, 
3.5mm audio jack
Battery life Li-Ion 1700 mAh, 
9h (3G) – accurate

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

While the Vodafone Smart 3 manages 
to offer a good 5-megapixel camera and 
Android Jelly Bean at a bargain price of 
just £90, its slow processor, appalling 
screen and poor build quality mean that 
that it’s unlikely to be a first choice even 
for budget handset shoppers. The screen is 
too reflective to use in direct sunlight and 
the low spec processor means the device is 
sluggish at the best of times.

VerDiCt: The price doesn’t alleviate issues 
of low screen quality and processing speed. 

Vodafone Smart 3
reviewed: august 2013, price: £90
www.vodafone.co.uk

OS Android 4.2 Jelly Bean
Processor Snapdragon 800 
quad-core 2.2GHz
Screen 1080 x 1920 pixels, 
5 inches
Memory 2GB RAM
Storage 16GB expandable 
up to 64GB via micro SD
Camera 20.7 MP rear-
facing, 2 MP front-facing

Video 1080p 
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
4.0
Ports micro SD, microUSB
Battery 3000 mAh
Dimensions 144 x 74 x 
8.5mm
Weight 170g

OS Android 4.2, 
upgradeable to Android 4.3
Processor 2.2GHz 
Qualcomm Snapdragon 
800
Screen 1080 x 1920 pixels, 
6.4 inches
Memory 2GB
Storage 16GB
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 

2 MP front-facing
Video 1080p@30fps
Wireless Bluetooth 4.0, 
wi-fi, nFc
Ports MicroSD, Micro-USB
Dimensions 179.4 x 92.2 x 
6.5 mm
Weight 212g
Battery 3050 mAh 

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

It’s a little on the large side, but Sony’s 
latest handset is rock solid, with powerful 
hardware and a unique design. Fans of 
the company will be right at home with 
the software that stores movies, music 
and games you’ve bought across other 
platforms. Add in a great camera and 
you’ve got a phone that stops just short of 
best in class.

Sony’s phablet is a powerful and sleek 
piece of kit. The vivid, full HD display is 
the perfect place to watch movies and 
play games thanks to its gigantic size 
and incredible clarity. The camera leaves 
something to be desired, and it’s impossible 
to use with just one hand, but this is a fine 
choice for phablet fans looking for a new 
purchase. 

VerDiCt: Software makes it great for Sony 
fans, hardware makes it good for the rest

VerDiCt: A powerful handset that’s great 
for viewing but poor for photo shooting.

Sony Xperia Z1 Sony Xperia Z Ultra
reviewed: December 2013, price: £475
www.sonymobile.com

reviewed: December 2013, price: £559
www.sonymobile.com
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Dimensions 115 x 62.3 x 
12.2mm
Weight 118
OS Android 4.1.1 Jelly 
Bean
Screen 3.5-inch tFt 
capacitive touchscreen, 
320 x 480 pixels, 165 ppi
Processor 1 GHz
raM 512MB

Storage 4GB, micro SD slot 
Camera 2MP, 1600 x 1200 
pixels
Video VGA @ 30 fps
audio MP3, WMA, 
Battery 300h standby, 7h 
talktime (3G)

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Smart Mini is almost as cheap as chips, 
and it shows. Whilst it’s not a bad device, 
it’s not a particularly good one either. The 
size is great and for the price you couldn’t 
go wrong — but you could also spend an 
extra tenner and get a whole lot more. The 
performance was very sluggish and the 
screen had dismal quality, but the battery 
just kept on lasting, going several days on a 
single charge — a rarity these days.

VerDiCt: Extremely cheap which shows 
through the sluggish performance, 

Vodafone Smart Mini
reviewed: September 2013, price: £50
www.vodafone.co.uk

OS Android 4.1 (Jelly Bean)
Processor Snapdragon 
S4 Play
Screen 480 x 800, 4 inches
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 4GB
Camera 5 MP
Video Yes
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
4.0

Ports microUSB, microSD
Dimensions 126 x 64 x 10.9 
mm
Weight 130g
Battery Li-Ion 1800 mAh

Dimensions 123 x 63.5 x 
10mm, 130g
OS Android 4.0 Ice cream 
Sandwich
Screen tFt capacitive 
touchscreen, 256K colors, 
480 x 800 pixels, 4.0 inches 
(233 PPI)
Processor Qualcomm single 
core 1GHz

RAM 512MB
Storage 4GB internal, 
expandable to 32GB via 
MicroSD 
Camera 5MP
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
2.1. 
Ports Micro USB, MicroSD, 
3.5mm audio jack.
Battery life 1600mAh

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A fantastic price makes the ZTE Blade V 
easy to recommend for first-time buyers. 
Anyone hoping to get the most out of a 
smartphone’s apps and snaps should look 
elsewhere, but if you don’t want to worry 
about a phone for the kids being broken or 
stolen, then this is your guy.

It’s hard to argue with a smartphone that 
can compete with its betters, yet can be 
purchased for a fraction of the cost. Yes 
there are flaws and cutbacks to meet the 
price point, but this is an excellent entry 
level device for smartphone newbies and 
pragmatic users who don’t need the latest 
and greatest.

VerDiCt:  A great prices makes this 
worthwhile for first-time buyers.

VerDiCt:  A real surprise package - 
excellent for the money.

Zte Blade VZte Blade iii
reviewed: February 2014, price: £99.99
www.ztedevices.co.uk

reviewed: May 2013, price: £69.99
www.ztedevices.co.uk
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Size 193 x 137 x 10.3mm
Weight 395 g
Screen tFt capacitive 
touchscreen
resolution 1280x800, 216 ppi 
pixel density
CPU Dual core, 1200 MHz, 
ARM cortex-A9
OS Android Jelly Bean 4.1.1
gPU PowerVR SGX540

Memory 1Gb RAM
Storage 16 or 32 GB plus 
Camera 1.4MP front facing 
(screen side) only
Video 720P
Connectivity Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, Bluetooth
Ports Micro-USB 3.5m jack 
Micro HDMI
Battery Li-Ion 4,400mAh

Dimensions 240 x 164 x 
8.8 mm
OS customized Android 
4.0 
Screen 8.9 inch IPS LcD 
capacitive touchscreen
resolution 1920 x 1200, 
254 ppi
Processor tI oMAP 
4470 dual-core 1.5 GHz 

cortex-A9
gPU PowerVR SGX544
raM 1 GB RAM
Storage 16 GB/32 GB
Cameras front facing 
1.3MP with 720p video
Wireless 802.11 a/b/g/n, 
dual-band
Ports USB 2.0, 3.5mm 
audio jacks, Bluetooth 

Processor Intel® core™ 
i5-3339Y processor 
(1.5 GHz, 2.0 GHz with 
turboBoost, 3 MB cache)
Operating System 
Windows 8
Memory 4GB DDR3
Storage 120 GB SSD
graphics Intel HD 
Graphics 4000

Screen Size 11.6”
Screen resolution 
1366x768
Dimensions 295 x 190 x 
10 mm
Weight 790g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

While an impressive enough device for its 
cuthroat-cheap price, the fact that users are 
locked into Amazon’s App Store (and locked 
out of the Google Play Store) means that it 
is only really useful for those who want to 
do little more than watch movies and read 
books. The screen isn’t that impressive, and 
the product is covered in ads to make you 
consumer Amazon products. If you can put 
with that, it might be a good budget option.

A good looking e-reader with tablet 
capabilities, limited by Amazon’s annoying 
operating system and app eco-system, and 
an annoyingly slow browser. This device 
will doubtless be a commercial success, 
with its branding and ease of use, but for 
the more serious user there are much better 
tablets out there.

The P3 suffers from an identity crisis in 
trying to be both a tablet and a laptop. 
Its thick build makes it an uncomfortable, 
bulky slate while the specs fail to live up 
to some of its rivals. Still, it’s about as 
powerful as the current Windows 8 tablets 
get and available at a great price for this 
kind of device. 

VerDiCt: A shopping centre for Amazon 
first, and a tablet second. Cheap though.

VerDiCt: A solid, functional tablet which is 
limited by its Amazon associations.

VerDiCt: Too thick to be a tablet but 
available at a good price.

amazon Kindle Fire amazon Kindle Fire hD 8.9” acer aspire P3
reviewed: January 2013, price: £159  
www.amazon.co.uk

reviewed: May 2013, price: £229/259  
www.amazon.co.uk

reviewed: October 2013, price: £550  
www.amazon.co.uk
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OS iOS 5  
Screen 9.7-inch TFT
resolution 1536 x 2048 
pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen
Processor 1GHz Cortex-A9
Memory 1GB
Storage 16/32/64GB
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
0.3MP front-facing

Flash No
Video 1080p HD
Wireless 802.11a/b/g/n 
Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
proprietary Apple connector
Standby time 720 hours
Use time 9 hours
Size 241 x 186 x 9mm
Weight 662g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The new iPad boasts the highest-resolution 
display of any tablet, as well as an improved 
5MP camera and better connectivity. Not 
to mention a high-powered new processor 
which makes it the most powerful iPad ever, 
too. Though some may resist the upgrade 
path, the unrivalled Retina display is a 
subtle but deeply appealing feature which 
will become more and more desirable. The 
new iPad is by far the best tablet around

VerDiCt: There’s simply no contest - the 
new iPad is the best tablet in the world.

apple iPad 3
reviewed: april 2012, price:  £399  
www.apple.com/uk

OS iOS 6.0.1
Screen 7.9-inch LeD-backlit 
iPS LCD 
resolution 768 x 1024 pixels 
at 162 pixels per inch
input Capacitive touchscreen
CPU Apple A5 1GHz dual core
gPU PowerVR SGX543MP2
Memory 512MB
Storage 16/32/64GB

Camera 5MP rear facing, 
1.2MP front facing
Video 1920x1080 (1080P HD) 
at 30fps. Video stabilised
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n, 
dual-band, Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,  
Apple Lightning port (USB 2.0)
Size 200 x 134.7 x 7.2mm
Weight 308g

OS Amazon customised 
Android oS, v4.1.2
PrOCeSSOr Snapdragon 
800 2.2GHz quad-core 
SCreen 1902 x 1200 pixels, 
7 inches
MeMOry 2GB RAM 
StOrage 16GB, 32GB, 
64GB versions available
CaMera  8MP front-facing

ViDeO 720HD
WireleSS Wi-fi (optional 
Vodafone 4G version)
POrtS microUSB
DiMenSiOnS 131.8 x 66.9 
x 9.9 mm
Weight 302g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The iPad Mini represents Apple playing it 
safe, which is to say:, disappointing. This 
is little more than an iPad 2, with all its 
limitations - a low res screen and weak 
processor power - shrunk down to an odd 
7.9-inch size. It is also overpriced, the 
Google Nexus 7 offers superior performance 
for £100 less. Despite its luxurious design, 
you really are paying for little more than 4G 
support, and Apple’s App Store. Average.

The Kindle Fire HDX is around £100 more 
than the Fire but the improved screen and 
processor justifies the extra cost. The real 
human Help feature will be a boon to tablet 
newbies; experienced users will regard it as 
a gimmick. The HDX is a top-rate device – 
but if you’re not a regular Amazon customer 
you’re better off with a Nexus.

VerDiCt: Little more than a shrunken iPad 
2 with 4G. Disappointing.

VerDiCt: A significant update to the Fire 
and ideal for Amazon users.

apple iPad Miniamazon Kindle Fire hDX
reviewed: December 2012, price: £269  
www.apple.com/uk

reviewed: January 2014, price: £199-329  
www.amazon.co.uk/kindle
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OS ioS 6.0.1, 
Screen 9.7 inch LeD
resolution 1536 x 2048 
pixels at 264 ppi pixel density 
CPU Apple A6X, Dual-core 
gPU PowerVR SGX554MP4, 
Memory 1GB RAM 
Storage 16/32/64 GB storage 
Camera 5MP rear facing, 
1.2MP front facing

Video 1080P HD at 30fps 
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, Bluetooth 4.0 
Cellular 4G, 3G, 2G 
Ports Lightning connector 
(USB2.0) and 3.5mm audio 
jack, 
Dimensions 241.2 x 185.7 x 
9.4 mm 
Weight 662 g

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

A rather cheeky move by Apple to release 
the iPad 4 (or ‘iPad with Retina Display’) 
just months after the iPad 3. All it really 
adds is a new processor (the iPhone 5’s 
A6X) and Apple’s new lightning connector. 
However, this means it remains as the best 
tablet money can buy - and Apple’s App 
Store and its 300,000 dedicated tablet apps 
only make the proposition more enticing.

VerDiCt: The best tablet money can buy.

apple iPad 4
reviewed: January 2013, price: £399
www.apple.com/uk

Dimensions 200 x 154 x 
10.2mm, 430g
OS Android 4.1 Jellybean
Screen tFt IPS 
touchscreen, 768x1024, 
8.0 inches (163 PPI)
Processor ARM 
cortex-A9 dual core 
1.6GHz
raM 1GB

Storage 8GB internal, 
expandable to 64GB via 
MicroSD 
Cameras 2MP rear, 0.3MP 
front
Wireless Wi-Fi
Ports Micro USB, 
MicroSD, Micro-HDMI, 
Power, 3.5mm audio jack

OS Android 4.2.2
SCreen 10.1-inch/1,280 x 
800 pixels
CaMera 2MP rear, 2MP 
front
ViDeO Record/playback
aUDiO Music player/3.5mm 
jack
MeMOry 16GB expandable 
via microSD

DiMenSiOnS 273 x 169 x 
10.1mm (tablet),
273 x 169 x 5mm (keyboard)
Weight 636g (tablet), 200g 
(keyboard)  

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

The Archos Titanium does everything more 
high spec Android tablets do, and it comes 
in a relatively attractive package that 
invites comparisons with the iPad Mini. 
It has a nice metallic body, if a little more 
rustic. The screen has a poor resolution, but 
that is par for the course here. It’s hard to 
argue with a tablet that’s priced less than 
half of an iPad Mini yet performs just as 
well.

A couple of years ago, the 101 XS would 
have has us singing Archos’ praises, but by 
today’s standards its processing power and 
screen quality fall short. It might, though, 
find a home with users limited to spending 
£250 on a 10-inch tablet

VerDiCt: A cheap iPad Mini alternative that 
almost matches up in most respects.

VerDiCt: A great price is let down by a 
poor screen and cheap build.

archos titanium 80 archos 101 XS 2
reviewed: May 2013, price: £150
www.archos.com

reviewed: February 2014, price: £250
www.archos.com
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OS Windows 8
Processor Intel Atom 
Z2760 dual-core
Screen 10.1-inch (1366 x 
768 pixels) IPS display
Memory 2GB RAM
Storage 64GB SSD
Camera 8 MP rear-facing, 
2 MP front-facing
Video 1080p 

Connectivity Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 4.0
Ports Micro HDMI, Micro 
SD, Micro USB
Dimensions 262.5 x 171 x 
9.7 mm
Weight 580g
Battery Li-Po 6,760 mAH

PeRFoRMAnce  HHHHH
FeAtUReS  HHHHH
USABILItY  HHHHH
DeSIGn  HHHHH

HHHHH

This delivers on the promise of a being a 
Windows 8 PC in tablet form, with access 
to powerful apps like Photoshop. Managing 
this on a 10-inch tablet is no small feat. 
That said, the Intel Atom processor keeps it 
from reaching its full potential, struggling 
with many of the things you would want to 
use a PC for. The lack of storage hinders it 
further.

VerDiCt: A good attempt at making a PC 
tablet, but too underpowered. 

asus VivoPad
reviewed: October 2013, price: £399
www.asus.com

Dimensions 263 x 180.8 x 
9.9 mm, 580g
OS Android 4.1 Jellybean
Screen tFt IPS 
touchscreen, 1280x800, 
10.1-inches (149 PPI)
Processor nVidia tegra 3 
Quad core 1.2GHz
RAM 1GB
Storage 16GB internal, 

expandable to 32GB via 
MicroSD 
Cameras 5MP rear, 1.2MP 
front
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
3.0
Ports Micro USB (power), 
MicroSD, Micro-HDMI, 
3.5mm audio jack

OS Android 4.3 (via an over-
the-air update)
SCreen 10.1-inch/2,560 x 
1,600 pixels
inPUt capacitive 
touchscreen
CaMera 5MP rear, 1.2MP 
front
ViDeO Record/playback
aUDiO Music player/3.5mm 

jack
MeMOry 32/64GB
Battery tablet 31Wh, dock 
16Wh
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The Memopad remains a pretty powerful 
tablet, but the poor screen and hits to 
battery life make it a tough sell. If you’re 
going for 10-inches, pay a wee bit more and 
get a Google Nexus 10. Otherwise, simply 
go and buy the Google Nexus 7 for £100 
less and get the more complete package.

The Asus Transformer Pad TF701T packs a 
beautiful screen and the keyboard dock is 
well thought out. But dated software and 
the threat of a Google Nexus 10 sequel 
make this a niche device. Do you really 
need a keyboard? The iPad mini begs to 
differ.

VerDiCt: Decent, but nothing outstanding 
here with better alternatives available.

VerDiCt: It packs fast hardware but can’t 
compete with the iPad Air or Nexus range

asus MemoPad asus transformer  
Pad tF701treviewed: May 2013, price: £259

www.asus.com
reviewed: February 2014, price: £429
www.asus.com
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OS Android 4.1 Jelly Bean
Screen 7-inch LeD-backlit 
iPS LCD
resolution 800 x 1280 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1.3GHz Cortex-A9
Memory 1GB 
Storage 8GB/16GB internal
Camera 1.2MP front-facing
Flash No

Video 720p HD
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi  
Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,
Micro USB 2.0 
Battery 10 hours use,  
300 hours standby 
Size 199 x 120 x 10mm
Weight 340g

OS Android 4.2 (Jelly Bean) 
Dimensions 263.9 x 177.6 x 
8.9 mm, 603g
Screen 10-inches, Gorilla 
Glass 2, 
resolution 2560 x 1600p
input Super PLS tFt 
capacitive touch-screen
CPU exynos 5, Dual-core 
ARM cortex-A15

raM 2 GB 
Cameras 5 MP (main), 1.9 
MP (front)
Wireless Wi-Fi, Bluetooth
nFC Android Beam
Storage 16 GB/32 GB
Connectivity Micro USB, 
Micro HDMI, 3.5mm 
headphone jack
Battery 9000 mAh

OS Android 4.1 (Jelly 
Bean)
Processor Dual-core 1.6 
GHz cortex-A9
Screen 600 x 1024 pixels, 
7.0 inches
Memory 1 GB RAM
Storage 8 GB expandable 
to 32GB via SD card
Camera 3.15 MP, 2048x1536 

pixel (rear facing) VGA 
(front facing)
Video 720p@30fps
Connectivity Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth
Ports Micro USB V2.0
Dimensions 197.1 x 116.1 x 
10.7 mm
Weight 372 g
Battery non-removable, 5h 
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Google’s Nexus 7 is a high-quality media 
consumption device built for gaming, 
watching videos, browsing the internet 
and catching up on TV shows that you’ve 
missed. What it isn’t is an Apple iPad, but 
at this price it doesn’t need to be. Google 
has picked what it wanted to do and done 
it very well - and all at a great price. This 
excellent device is sure to take tablets to a 
whole new audience of consumers.

Finally, the Android tablet everyone’s been 
waiting for - except Apple. This is a tablet 
that can go head to head with the best in 
the Apple iPad stable - it has a powerful 
processor, a Retina Display quality screen, 
the latest version of Android. Along with 
the Nexus 7, this is the best tablet Android 
users can buy. The only flaws are an 
uninspired body, and a dearth of tablet 
specific apps.

The steel frame makes the Slate 7 an 
impressive sight and its audio uses Beats 
technology to great effect. The fantastic 
price will help it to undercut some of its 
rivals, though the slow processor and low 
quality camera keep it from besting them 
elsewhere.

VerDiCt: A fantastic device that delivers all 
you’d want from a tablet, at a great price.

VerDiCt: The best Android tablet available, 
slips behind the iPad 4 only due to apps. 

VerDiCt: Great audio and build, but corners 
have been cut to keep costs down.

google nexus 7 google nexus 10 hP Slate 7
reviewed: September 2012, price: £159  
www.google.co.uk/nexus

reviewed: February 2013, price: £319  
www.google.co.uk/nexus

reviewed: October 2013, price: £125
www.hp.com
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Dimensions 189 X 120 X 
11.5 mm
OS Android 4.0 
Screen 7-inch LcD
resolution 1280 x 800
Processor 1.5GHz dual-core
gPU n/A
raM 1GB
Storage 16, 32 or 64G  not 
expandable via Micro SD 

memory card
Cameras Front 1.3MP 
camera, capable of 720p 
HD video
Wireless Wi-Fi
Ports Micro USB, 3.5mm 
audio
Battery life 10 hours reading
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The tablet that bested Amazon and 
Barnes&Nobles’ offerings - the Kobo Arc 
provides access to Google’s Play store, 
something its rivals don’t do. Built like an 
e-reader but with a front facing camera for 
your Skyping needs, the Kobo Arc has a 
well thought out content portal. However 
it’s running an older version of Android at 
the same price as some updated rivals and 
the launcher can be a bit laggy.

VerDiCt: Better than most of its rivals in 
this space - a rival for the Kindle Fire HD.

Kobo arc
reviewed: March 2013, price: £159  
www.kobobooks.com

OS Windows 8
Processor Intel core i7-
3689Y 1.5GHz
graphics Intel HD 
Graphics 4000
Screen 11.6-inches (1366x 
768 pixels) IPS
Memory 8GB DDR3 RAM
Storage 256GB SSD
Connectivity Wi-Fi, 

Bluetooth 4.0
Keyboard Full-sized 
QWeRtY
Ports USB 3.0, USB 2.0, 2x1 
card reader,  
HDMI-out
Dimensions 297.94 x 203.96 
x 17 mm
Weight 1.39 kg
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The IdeaPad might have a cheesy name but 
it excels in almost every other area, with a 
fun, quirky design, amazing performance 
that’s ideal for gaming and a slew of ports 
for accessibility. This comes at the price of 
the battery, which won’t make it through a 
full day of use, and it’s sometimes awkward 
to hold. But if its raw performance you’re 
looking for, this delivers. 

VerDiCt: A fantastic device that offers you 
all the power you could ask for in a hybrid.

lenovo ideaPad yoga 11S
reviewed: October 2013, price: £399
www.lenovo.com

networks none, Wi-Fi only
Dimensions 275x172x9.4mm
Weight 680g
OS Windows Rt
Screen tFt capacitive 
touchscreen, 16M colors
resolution 1366 x 768 
Processor nvidia t30 quad 
core at 1.3GHz
Memory 2GB of RAM

gPU GeForce ULP
Storage 32GB/64GB, 
MicroSD (to 64GB)
Camera Front and back 
1.2MP. Video 720P
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, Wi-Fi Direct,  
Ports 3.5mm audio jack, 
USB2.0, mini-HDMI out, 
Battery life 8 hours
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As much a victom of Microsoft’s hype 
machine as anything, the Surface is 
Windows 8/RT’s flagship tablet device. 
While it is a technologically solid device (a 
nice screen and decent processor encased 
in a nice body), it unfortunately doesn’t 
know if its a laptop or a tablet. The interface 
is difficult to learn and the app offerings are 
non-existent. 

VerDiCt: Full of potential, but a device let 
down by its poor software, Windows 8/RT.

Microsoft Surface
reviewed: January 2013, price: £399
www.microsoft.com/surface
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OS Windows 8.1
SCreen 10.6 
inches/1,920x1,080 pixels
inPUt capacitive 
touchscreen
CaMera 720p-resolution 
front and rear
ViDeO Record/playback
aUDiO Music player/3.5mm 
jack

MeMOry 
64GB/128GB/256GB/512GB, 
expandable
Battery 48Wh

OS Windows 8.1
SCreen 10.1 inches, 1,920 x 
1,080 pixels, 218PPI
processor Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 800 
MeMOry 2GB
CaMera 6.7MP with carl 
Zeiss lens
aUDiO Music player/3.5mm 
jack

DiMenSiOnS 168 x 267 x 
8.9mm, 615g
Battery 8120 mAh

OS Android 4.1
Processor  Dual-core 
1.2GHz
Screen 600 x 1,024 pixels, 
7 inches
Memory 1GB RAM
Storage 8GB/16GB, 
expandable up to 64GB
Camera 3.15MP (back), 
1.3MP (front)

Video 720p@30fps
Wireless WiFi, Bluetooth 3.0
Ports micro-USB, microSD
Dimensions 188 x 111.1 x 
9.9mm
Weight 306g
Battery Li-Ion 4,000 mAh
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We can’t fault Microsoft’s ambition for 
the powerful Surface Pro 2 to become 
your all-in-one portable work and play 
device. It’s got a great display and solid 
hardware but a lack of dedicated apps, 
software compromises and stiff - cheaper- 
competition make it a tough sell. 

The Windows-run Lumia 2520 is a decent 
first effort from Nokia - and it’s certainly 
one of the more attractive and solid pieces 
of tablet hardware on the market. It has a 
few issues with the weight and a lackluster 
camera but overall we have no trouble 
recommending this to Windows 8.1 and 
Lumia fans.

The Tab 3 Kids is surprisingly robust, with 
a solid camera, great battery, fantastic 
educational apps and software to suit kids. 
But the premium design doesn’t feel like it 
was meant to be enjoyed by young users 
and we’d suggest going with a company 
that specialises in the market rather than 
one that’s testing it out.

VerDiCt: Price holds back what is an 
otherwise excellent work/play hybrid.

VerDiCt: A rock solid first effort from Nokia 
in this market with powerful specs.

VerDiCt: A little too premium for the 
market it’s aimed at. 

Microsoft Surface 2 Pro nokia lumia 2520 Samsung galaxy tab 3 Kids
reviewed: February 2014, price: £720
www.microsoft.com/surface

reviewed: February 2014, price: £399
www.nokia.com

reviewed: February 2014, price: £250
www.nokia.com
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Dimensions 172 x 266 x 
6.9mm
Weight 495g
Screen 10.1 inch
resolution 1920 x 1200, 
224ppi
Processor Quad core S4 
Pro 1.5GHz
raM 2GB 
Storage 16GB with 

microSD up to 64GB
Camera 8.1MP rear facing
Video 1080p@30fps, HDR
Wireless Wi-Fi 802.11 
a/b/g/n, dual-band
Ports Infrared, nFc, 
Bluetooth, USB
Battery life Up to 10h talk 
time (accurate)

OS Android v4.2 (Jelly Bean)
Processor nvidia tegra 3
Memory 1GB
Storage 16GB
Screen 1280 x 800 pixels, 
10.1 inches
Video HD
audio Stereo
Dimensions 261.6 x 177.8 x 
10.2mm 
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The powerhouse tablet offering from Sony, 
the device matches up to its phone brother, 
the Xperia Z, in pure power and almost 
matches up in terms of screen specs. 
An ultra slim tablet, the only drawbacks 
include a tendency to attract dust and 
finger prints like nobody’s business, a 
so-so camera and quite a high price. But 
the Xperia Tablet Z is still an impressive 
offering at a cost comparable to the iPad 4.

The Toshiba Excite Pure’s £250 price is 
attractive but its display is far too faded. 
It means apps and the like don’t look very 
good. It might appeal to families looking for 
a cheap way to keep the kids entertained 
but little else. Even so, the slow processor 
and useless apps force us to recommend 
you look elsewhere. 

VerDiCt: A powerhouse tablet from Sony 
with a great looking screen.

VerDiCt: It’s got a cheap price tag but the 
poor display and tech shows why.

Sony Xperia tablet Z toshiba excite Pure
reviewed: July 2013, price: £399 
www.sony.co.uk

reviewed: February 2014, price: £250 
www.toshiba.co.uk

OS Android 4.0 iCS
Screen 10.1-inch TFT
resolution 800 x 1280 pixels
input Capacitive touchscreen 
Processor 1.4GHz quad-core
Memory 2GB 
Storage 16/32/64GB internal, 
MicroSD up to 64GB
Camera 5MP rear-facing, 
1.9MP front-facing

Flash LeD
Video 720p HD at 30fps
Wireless 802.11b/g/n Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth 4.0
Ports 3.5mm audio jack,  
Micro USB 2.0 
Standby time 1500 hours
Use time 33 hours 
Size 258 x 175 x 9mm
Weight 583g
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Arriving in the shadow of the third iPad, it’s 
to Samsung’s credit that the Galaxy Note 
10.1 isn’t completely dwarfed by its rival. 
Combining a strong specification, unique 
usability and some excellent features, it is 
one of the best devices you can buy in the 
ever-growing tablet market. The problem is 
it is priced to target the iPad and while it is 
certainly a great tablet, it’s not quite good 
enough to rival Apple’s masterpiece device.

VerDiCt: A fantastic tablet but it can’t 
quite match up to the latest Apple iPad.

Samsung galaxy note 10.1
reviewed: October 2012, price: £399
www.samsung.com/uk
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hey big
head!

020 7403 9111  | : fonedoctorsfonedoctors.com  | love@fonedoctors.com  |

our awesome iPhone adaptors give full support for 
charging and connectivity, just plug in your old cable. 
we also have great wholesale deals too...

iPhone 4 toiPhone 5 lightning adaptor
micro usb to iPhone 5lightning adaptor

Micro-USB to iPhone 4 lightning adaptor (also works with Samsung Tab)

Commended for Service & Repair at Mobile News Awards 2012

Untitled-7   1 30/11/2012   16:49
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Nvidia tegra 7

SoNy xperia t2 & e1

data supplied by
20:20 Mobile
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Award winning - “Best Mobile Phone Online Retailer”

Samsung Galaxy S4

Free from £25 per month Apple iPhone 5s

Free from £37 per month

Sony Xperia Z1 Compact

Free from £27 per month

www.mobiles.co.uk

18 Years online Free delivery

95%
of customers would buy 

from us again
We off er some of the very best mobile phone deals online. 

Whether it’s a contract, upgrade or sim only, you can be 
sure to be looked after by The smart phone people.

Prices are subject to change and correct as of 30/01/14. Please be aware your network may increase monthly prices in line with the retail price index during the 
length of your contract. For full terms and conditions please see our website (www.mobiles.co.uk)

www.mobiles.co.uk
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*In compliance with IP55 and IP58, Xperia™ Z1 Compact is protected against the ingress of dust and is waterproof. Provided that all the covers 

can be kept under 1.50 meters of freshwater for up to 30 minutes in compliance with IP 58. More on www.sonymobile.com/testresults
Icons are for illustrative purposes only. Sony is a trademark or registered trademark of Sony Corporation. Google Chrome and Google Play 

•  High capacity battery (2300mAh), 
with Battery STAMINA Mode

•  Waterproof* and dust resistant 
(IP55 & IP58) 

•  Easy transfer of content from iOS 
& Android with Xperia™ Transfer

•  Compact digital camera quality 
with 20.7 MP and large 1/2.3" sensor

•  4.3" TRILUMINOS™ Display for mobile

Better, not bigger
Outstanding performance in the size for you

SD0141_BGA_i3 AD_300x230.indd   1 07/01/2014   12:20
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