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Editor’s note 

Learning to ski is an unforgettable experience. I first 
hit the Swiss slopes aged 17 and due to this relatively 
late start in life, Bridget Jones style disasters were 
inevitable. For the most part, I bumbled down the 
nursery slopes while children no taller than knee 
height whizzed past me, or I slid out of control and 
promptly hit the snow in a spectacular manner while 
said ‘pint-sized pros’ laughed. My French instructor 
kept screaming “freine, freine!” which means “brake, 

brake” and, in the beginning, that is so much easier said than done. Despite 
all that, just one successful descent was needed before I was hooked. It’s 
difficult to beat the exhilarating feeling of zipping down a piste, and for 
those of you who have never tried, I hope, after reading our round-up 
of the best ski resorts in the world (page 34), you’ll brave up and try. 

A new challenge I’ve set for early next year is to pull out my hiking boots 
and head to Peru. This vast and mystical place in South America beckons to 
be explored. Machu Picchu, one of the new 7 Wonders of the World, is easily 
the country’s heaviest hitter, but there are still ways to see this storied site 
while avoiding the hordes. Sally Howard explains how on page 44. And, at 
Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando, Florida – a bucket-list destination 
of a different kind – the Thatcher family share their tips on how to have a 
supreme experience and, more importantly, skip the queues. See page 44.

From a host of travel news, to interviews with award-winning chef 
Sean Connolly and one with famed adventurer Charley Boorman, our 
Globetrotter pages are packed with exciting stories. While the staycations 
in our Weekends section are sure to encourage your next mini-break. 

Regular readers may have noticed that I am new to the dnata 
World Traveller team. I look forward to inspiring your spirit of 
adventure in the future, and I welcome any thoughts from you 
fellow travellers, so please don’t hesitate to get in touch.

Until next month, 

Tiffany  Eslick
tiffany@hotmediapublishing.com
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Iceland
Winter is coming to the land of ice and fire. 
Dominated by its dramatic landscapes with 
volcanoes, lava fields, glaciers and waterfalls, 
Iceland brings endless opportunities for 
adventure. Brave the cold and gaze in awe at 
the Aurora Borealis, or Northern Lights, which 
will start to dance through the sky from this 
month until mid-April next year. Thrill-seekers 
will be in their element when stepping inside 
the Langjökull Glacier to explore its frozen 
chambers and caves. The region surrounding 
this magnificent attraction is known for Jeep and 
snowmobile trips as well as skiing and hiking, too.

A change of scenery

World Traveller   9

Check in



Change of scenery CheCk In
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Vietnam
Breathtakingly exotic and truly timeless, Vietnam captivates visitors with its 
sublime landscapes and ancient heritage. Hike through the rice paddies in 
the North East’s Sa Pa and see these cascading green fields, which sit beneath 
a backdrop of thick bamboo woodlands, move like silk scarves blowing in the 
wind. Or venture to UNESCO World Heritage site Ha Long Bay – famous for its 
emerald waters and towering limestone islands topped by rainforests. Hoi An 
charms travellers with its romantic atmospheric – especially at night when 
strings of street lanterns are alight. While Hue, once the capital of the Nguyen 
emperors, impresses with its Citadel and collection of historic sights. Its prime 
location on the Perfume River means you’ll also see young fisherman, following 
in their father’s footsteps, as they cast their nets in hope of a catch.

A change of scenery



CheCk In A change of scenery
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CheCk In A change of scenery

Brazil
From verdant rainforests to red-rock canyons, 
golden beaches to bustling cities, Brazil offers 
a roster of attractions and adventures. Rio de 
Janeiro is perhaps the best place to start. There, 
the order of the day is to soak in the sun on 
either Copacabana or Ipanema’s sandy shores 
before heading out for a samba-filled night. For 
explorers, the Pantanal awaits with its wealth 
of wildlife (it’s best explored on horseback), or 
kayak in the heart of the Amazon. And a visit to 
the Iguazú Falls, one of the world’s most awe-
inspiring sights, will last in your memory forever.

A change of scenery

World Traveller   13



Saray Signature Dead Sea Journey.

Immerse yourself in tranquility as you begin your spa journey with an energising scrub utilising aromatic 
Dead Sea salts followed by a full body mask coating you with rich remineralising mud also from the shores 
of the Dead Sea. Afterwards, soak in your own private Floatation Pool infused with therapeutic salt minerals 
to relieve muscles and joints and leave skin glowing. To finish, complete your journey of renewal with a 
nourishing body massage. 

120 minutes, AED 990

Saray Spa received the award for Best Hydrotherapy Treatment at the Middle East Pool & Spa Awards 2016.

T&Cs apply. Offer is subject to availability. Spa opening hours are daily, 9am to 11pm. Indulge in additional facilities such as Swedish Dry Sauna, Steam Sauna, 
Circulation Shower, Jacuzzi and a relaxation lounge.

R e n e w  f o r  t h e  j o u r n e y  a h e a d .

JW Marriott Marquis Dubai | Sheikh Zayed Road, Business Bay, PO Box 121000, Dubai, UAE 
T +971 4 414 6754 | mhrs.dxbjw.spa@marriott.com | jwmarriottmarquisdubailife.com

 JW Marriott Marquis Dubai |  @JWDubaiMarquis |  jwmarriottmarquisdubai
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Globetrotter
From cruising along the Arabian Gulf to new spas in the city and  

off-the-beaten-track – here’s what’s hot in travel this month

Don’t miss these latest 
museum openings

SOUTH AFRICA

Cape Town’s Zeitz Museum of 

Contemporary Art Africa, or Zeitz 

MOCAA for short, opened last month. 

It’s arguably the most significant 

establishment of its kind on the 

continent, and it’s also the largest 

art museum to be built there in more 

than 100 years. 

Thomas Heatherwick, one of 

Britain’s most renowned designers, 

is behind the striking structure that’s 

located inside a former 1920’s grain 

silo. Heatherwick and his team carved 

huge sections out of the building's 

tubular interior to create a complex 

network of galleries. 

zeitzmocaa.museum

Story continued over the page... 

ARTY ABODES

Zeitz Museum of Contemporary Art Africa
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FRANCE AND MOROCCO

Not one, but two museums honoring the late 

Yves Saint Laurent will open this month. The first will 

be housed in the French designer’s former Parisian 

atelier, where he worked for 30 years. The second is 

situated in Marrakech. This Moroccan city was one of 

Laurent’s greatest muses, so the new building, which 

is devoted to the oeuvre of the legendary man, 

couldn’t have asked for a more fitting locale.

museeyslparis.com, museeyslmarrakech.com

UAE

Art and architecture lovers in the UAE have all 

reasons to celebrate. The first Louvre to be built 

outside of France is officially opening next month. 

Award-winning architect Jean Nouvel designed the 

Louvre Abu Dhabi, which features a spectacular 

dome made from thousands of stars. Discover what 

awaits inside on page 63.

louvreabudhabi.ae

Louvre Abu Dhabi

The new Yves Saint Laurent  
Museum in Marrakech

... continued

Choose to cruise
Winter is coming… which means 
it’s time to get outdoors and make 
the most of the Middle East’s 
wonderful weather. And what 
better way to explore the region 
than setting sail along the cerulean 
waters of the Arabian Gulf? Costa 
Mediterranea’s five-night cruises 
(Dubai-Muscat-Sir Bani Yas Island-
Abu Dhabi-Dubai) depart between 
December 2017 and March 2018, 
but we say book now as they’re 
filling up fast. From cutting-

edge architecture to historical 
sites; dramatic desert landscapes 
to chalk-white sandy beaches; 
dolphins to deers and even giraffes 
(Sir Bani Yas is famous for its 
variety of free-roaming animals), 
each locale offers its own unique 
sites and attractions. Besides 
this, travelling aboard an ocean 
liner means a roster of perks – we 
particularly enjoy only having to 
unpack once. 
To find out more about the five-night 

Arabian Cruise visit dnatatravel.com

Wander women
Prestigious hotels around the world are 
introducing ladies-only floors to cater to the 
rising number of solo female travellers.  
The following three caught our eye:

DUKES Dubai
The Duchess Floor at 
at this quintessentially 
British, five-star hotel 
features 20 exclusive 
rooms. All can be 
accessed discreetly by 
a private lift and they’re 
decked out in gorgeous Liberty Fabrics from the 
brand’s Chesham Cabinet Collection inspired by 
cabinets and dolls’ houses from the 17th to 19th 
centuries. There’s an elegant Champagne and Tea 
Lounge offering breakfasts, too. dukesdubai.com

Four Seasons Hotel Riyadh at Kingdom Centre
There is a choice of 20 Premium and Deluxe 
Rooms and two Four Seasons Executive Suites 
on the Pearl Floor at this grand hotel. An all-
female staff attends to guests and there’s a 
women’s-only lounge and gym. Additional extras 
such as yoga mats, professional hair dryers, 
personalised room scents and oriental abayas 
add the finishing in-room touches.  
fourseasons.com/riyadh

 
JW Marriott Hotel Singapore South Beach
Travellers checking into the Ladies Floor at this 
designer dwelling in downtown Singapore will 
love the range of exclusive in-room amenities 
such as neck warmers, facial steamers, manicure/
pedicure kits and more. marriott.com/hotels
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CheCk In Globetrotter

The new-look Chuan Body 
+ Soul at The Langham 
London is the latest wellness 
sanctuary to open in the UK’s 
bustling metropolis. The lavish 
underground spa and health 
club focusses on a philosophy 
that incorporates the ancient 
principles of Traditional 
Chinese Medicine into its 
signature treatments, ambience 
and décor. Therapists use 
Germaine de Capuccini and 
Kerstin Florian products as 
well as a bespoke in-house 
range of blended essential oils 
based on five elements: wood, 
fire, earth, metal and water. 
langhamhotels.com

The Royal Livingstone 
Victoria Falls Zambia Hotel by 
Anantara recently launched 
three new spa gazebos which 
give guests the chance to 
be immersed in nature and 
be pampered right next to 
the Zambezi River. The spa’s 
menu draws from local healing 
rituals as well as from Thai 
and modern techniques and 
features all sorts of head-to-
toe treatments including foot 
rubs, purifying body scrubs 
and a host of massages. 
royal-livingstone.anantara.com

SPA TIME
CITY VS THE BUSH
Two new spa experiences 
which are both sure to delight

ON TREND
Fashionable travellers will love the 

new additions to Tumi’s Voyageur line. 
Available in leather or nylon, the pieces 

are practical yet pretty and come in bold 
Marine, Crimson and Pine colours, as well 

as in a striking Gallery Floral print.
tumi.com

All dressed 
up... and lots 
of places to go
Tiny travellers can 
now get into character 
thanks to The Goring’s 
Dressing Up Box. 
It’s brimming with 
costumes for those 
wanting to be fairytale 
princesses, Harry Potter, 
a British Bobby or 
even Bar-baa-raa the 
sheep while they’re 
in residence at this 
landmark London hotel.
thegoring.com
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Game chanGers
We’re loving dnata Travel’s new ‘Secret 

Stays’ packages where you can unlock a 
UAE staycation and enjoy savings of up to 

65% on your bill. What’s the catch?  
You won’t know where you’re going to 

check into until you have confirmed your 
booking, but therein lies the fun. 

dnatatravel.com

mY BesT 
TrIP
“When road tripping 

through Oman, I 

wasn’t ready for  

the police.” 

Travel and luxury 
writer Danae Mercer 
on an ‘authentic’ 

experience that happened in the Middle East.
danaediscovers.com, @danaemercer 

My trip to Oman was arranged with a 

dear friend, Stacey. We had a rough plan, 

something that involved driving from Dubai 

to Six Senses Zighy Bay in the Musandam 

Peninsula, heading into the mountains for 

Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar and Alila Jabal 

Akhdar, then driving down into Muscat 

to The Chedi. It was a week-long tour of 

visiting hotels and researching story angles. 

With the visions of American road trips in 

our eyes and little understanding of Oman’s 

lengthy roads, we set off.

There were numerous adventures, 

ranging from nearly getting stuck at a 

border crossing (I lost critical paperwork 

under a seat) to eating local food at a petrol 

station. During breaks we hiked dry river 

beds and climbed down cliff faces. But a 

favourite memory involves the police. 

Two officers stopped us at the base of 

the Al Hajar Mountain Range (called the 

Grand Canyon of the Middle East), and 

invited us to join them and their colleagues 

in a tiny office to share salwa, drink tea 

and watch football. We couldn’t really 

communicate, but we all agreed Stacey 

looked like a Kardashian and Manchester 

was cool. Coming back down the mountain 

two days later, they asked us in again.

To me, those moments capture the 

charm of our Oman trip perfectly: rich food, 

unassuming kindness and sunburnt roads — 

all shared with one of the best friends a girl 

could have. 
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Where are you at the moment?

I’m in Zimbabwe. Every year I lead a 

motorcycle tour from Cape Town, South 

Africa to Victoria Falls and back. I take a 

bunch of bikers and we see some of the 

best scenery that Africa has to offer. This 

continent so often receives a hard knock 

and I like to show people that it is not 

as dangerous as it is made out to be. 

A life well travelled

ChArley BoormAn

The english TV star, 

motorcyclist and 

co-author with ewan 

mcGregor of the 

bestselling books 

Long Way Round 
and Long Way Down, 

on travelling and the 

freedom it allows.

What draws you to Africa?

For me, if you experience it once, you 

want to keep going back. There’s a kind 

of freedom there that you won’t find in 

say, Europe, or Australia. You get to do 

everything for yourself and you have 

to make all your own decisions. You 

also need to take responsibility for your 

actions, as there’s no one else to blame 

if something goes wrong. Driving across 

this continent – especially on a motorbike 

– is really an adventure. There is nowhere 

else in the world where you can see wild 

animals like elephants, giraffes, lions, rhinos 

and wildebeest just roaming around. 

Who inspires your spirit of adventure?

My father, John Boorman, is a film director 

and as children we always travelled with him 

to whichever location he was working in. 

He was and still is a great adventurer. I got 

into motorbikes from a very young age – I 

must have been either six or seven years 

old. I was into horse riding, too. But as I got 

older, I realised bikes were better; I didn’t 

have to do any mucking out of stables.

What does it feel like when 

you are on your bike?

I always say you have to drive a car, 

but you choose to ride a motorcycle. 

Being on the back of a bike gives you a 

different sense of freedom. It’s a passion 

and a lovely way to travel and get to 

know a country. When you’re in an air-

conditioned car and you step out in 

clean clothes, you are so often removed 

from your new environment. When you 

arrive by bike, you’re dusty and people 

welcome you in for a cup of tea. They 

almost feel sorry for you and always 

want to look after you. When you travel 

overland into a country it’s different to 

arriving at an airport. Once you cross the 

border everything changes immediately, 

from the tarmac and signposts, to the 

houses or how people dress and speak.

you’ve travelled from london to  

new york via europe and Asia, 

biked from Scotland to South 

Africa and more. What have  

learnt about yourself? 

When you travel a lot you learn  

to be adaptable and how to fit 

in. I feel confident that I could go 

anywhere in the world, and blend 

in. The more you travel, the more 

accepting you become, too.

Each month, a seasoned explorer lays open their travel journal

Charley Boorman’s latest book, 

long Way Back, is out now 

and he will be appearing at 

Cheltenham Literature Festival 

in the UK on 14 October. 

The festival runs from 6-15 

October, 2017. Find out more 

at cheltenhamfestivals.com/

literature, @CheltLitFest

Is there anything left to see on 

your travel bucket list?

There’s still so much to do. I need to 

explore the whole of South and Central 

America and I love the Middle East, 

there’s a lot more to experience there.

Victoria Falls, Zimbabwe

Chapman’s Peak Drive,  
Cape Town, South Africa

Boorman once biked from London  
to New York via Europe and Asia

World Traveller   21

RIVA Beach Club
Set on Palm Jumeirah, this standalone and 

family-friendly spot recently reopened its 

beach and launched a new Mediterranean-

inspired menu, too. After a swim in the 

club’s climate-controlled pool or in the 

pancake-flat ocean that gently laps 

RIVA’s shores, savour culinary delights like 

flatbread pizzas, crab and avocado salad, 

charred lamb chops and more.

riva-beach.com

Nikki Beach Resort & Spa Dubai
This address in Pearl Jumeria is sleek and 

sophisticated, classy and more importantly, 

cool. It’s known for its chic accommodation, 

Nikki Spa and spectacular waterfront 

setting, but its Beach Club and new Key 

West Bar & Grill are why its also topping 

this season’s must-do list. At the latter,  

you’ll find a fusion of Floridian and 

Caribbean cuisines served with a twist. 

nikkibeachhotels.com

Blue Marlin Ibiza UAE
Set half a world away from its legendary 

sister club in the Spanish isles, this 

glitzy outpost in Ghantoot is where 

music aficionados flock for the best 

Balearic beats. A roster of in-house 

and international DJs will keep you 

entertained from noon to night. Look 

out for Martin Buttrich, Patrice Baumel 

and Richy Ahmed on stage this month. 

bluemarlinibiza-uae.com

3ways to…
Enjoy the UAE’s hottest beach clubs

Nikki Beach  
Resort & Spa Dubai

CheCk In Globetrotter
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Dining CheCk In

Join us on an expert-led culinary tour around the world as a chef in the know 
gives us his picks for eating out on a global scale

Chef’s  
top tables

Award-winning 
chef Sean Connolly 
is one of Australia 
and New Zealand’s 
most respected 
players in the 
culinary industry. 
He’s behind five 
superlative steak and 

seafood restaurants in both countries, 
and he’s just opened an eponymous 
outpost at Dubai Opera. 

loNDoN
tramshed
Set in Shoreditch, this is one of celebrated 
chef and restaurateur Mark Hix’s restaurants. 
I like it because it’s really accessible and 
simple – it’s all about good steak and chicken. 
When you walk into the outlet, you can’t miss 
the giant installation of a cow with a chicken 
on its back by artist Damian Hirst. For me, 
food and art are intertwined.
WHAT I RECOMMEND: Any of the steaks or 
the roast chicken with chips. sYDNeY

the bridge Room
Ross Lusted, who is one of the most 
inspirational chefs in Australia, is behind 
this spot in Sydney. I love watching how 
he cooks, and what his presentation is 
like. He toys with the idea of modern, 
molecular cuisine but doesn’t throw 
himself completely at it. His style of 
cooking reminds me very much of my own 
approach to food.
SOMETHING WE SHOULD KNOW?  
Ross makes his own pottery for the tables.

paRIs
le Comptoir du Relais
When I eat out in Paris it doesn’t just have 
to be about Michelin stars – even though 
I have had some very special moments 
at many a restaurant. The place where 
everything just came together for me was 
this little spot in Saint Germain. It was 
midday, I had just won an award for Best 
Celebrity Chef Cook Book In The World at 
the Paris Book Fair and I had arranged to 
meet my mother, father and sister who 
took the train over from London. We sat 
at a table on the street in the warm winter 
sun and we ate like kings. It was very 
simple food and it was a magical moment 
in time. I still think about this experience.
TWO TOP DISHES: The moules marinières 
and Baba bouchon.

hoNG KoNG
bo Innovation
They call Alvin Leung the ‘demon chef’ 
and he is the most interesting cat I have 
ever met. He now has three-Michelin 
stars and when I ate at his Bo Innovation 
it was absolutely brilliant. Like any 
decent restaurant in Hong Kong, you have 
to get off street level and cross through 
a few office blocks before you reach a 
good place to eat. I tried a multi-course 
degustation menu – it could have had 
13 dishes or maybe the evening took 13 
hours as it finished at 2am! Alvin and I 
ate side by side like we were at some sort 
of cook-off. It was a lot of fun and Alvin is 
a wonderful man.
THE MAIN HIGHLIGHT: A beautiful 
Wagyu steak – it was the best sirloin I have 
ever eaten. There was no foam, no bubbles, no 
smears, just a nice steak. Unbelievable.

Tramshed restaurant in London

ON MY BUCKET LIST  
I would love to visit Paul Cunningham 

at Henne Kirkeby Kro on the coast of 

Denmark. He doesn’t follow fashion, and 

favours tradition. I am so inspired by 

Paul and he is one of my food heroes. 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THAI-INSPIRED LUXURY 
ON DUBAI’S ICONIC PALM JUMEIRAH.

Whatever your vision of the perfect vacation – be it a fun family beach 
holiday, honeymoon romance or just relaxing in beachfront exclusivity 
– Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort offers a uniquely luxurious escape, 
inspired by Thai exoticism and the heartbeat of Dubai.

Unwind in an enchanting Beach Pool Villa, with your very own private 
infinity pool. Soak up tranquil Arabian Gulf views from your Over Water 
Villa. Step straight from your room into the crystal clear waters of our 
10,000 square metre lagoon pools. Culinary journeys excite with a 
melange of mouthwatering flavours. The prestigious sanctuary of 
Anantara Spa rejuvenates and renews, from a range of inspirational 
treatments, to indulgent rituals in the Turkish Hammam.

ANANTARA THE PALM DUBAI RESORT
P.O. BOX 71607, EAST CRESCENT, PALM JUMEIRAH, DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

T +971 4 567 8888   E resdubaipalm@anantara.com

LIFE IS A JOURNEY. Visit anantara.com

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



22   World Traveller   

Dining CheCk In

Join us on an expert-led culinary tour around the world as a chef in the know 
gives us his picks for eating out on a global scale

Chef’s  
top tables

Award-winning 
chef Sean Connolly 
is one of Australia 
and New Zealand’s 
most respected 
players in the 
culinary industry. 
He’s behind five 
superlative steak and 

seafood restaurants in both countries, 
and he’s just opened an eponymous 
outpost at Dubai Opera. 

loNDoN
tramshed
Set in Shoreditch, this is one of celebrated 
chef and restaurateur Mark Hix’s restaurants. 
I like it because it’s really accessible and 
simple – it’s all about good steak and chicken. 
When you walk into the outlet, you can’t miss 
the giant installation of a cow with a chicken 
on its back by artist Damian Hirst. For me, 
food and art are intertwined.
WHAT I RECOMMEND: Any of the steaks or 
the roast chicken with chips. sYDNeY

the bridge Room
Ross Lusted, who is one of the most 
inspirational chefs in Australia, is behind 
this spot in Sydney. I love watching how 
he cooks, and what his presentation is 
like. He toys with the idea of modern, 
molecular cuisine but doesn’t throw 
himself completely at it. His style of 
cooking reminds me very much of my own 
approach to food.
SOMETHING WE SHOULD KNOW?  
Ross makes his own pottery for the tables.

paRIs
le Comptoir du Relais
When I eat out in Paris it doesn’t just have 
to be about Michelin stars – even though 
I have had some very special moments 
at many a restaurant. The place where 
everything just came together for me was 
this little spot in Saint Germain. It was 
midday, I had just won an award for Best 
Celebrity Chef Cook Book In The World at 
the Paris Book Fair and I had arranged to 
meet my mother, father and sister who 
took the train over from London. We sat 
at a table on the street in the warm winter 
sun and we ate like kings. It was very 
simple food and it was a magical moment 
in time. I still think about this experience.
TWO TOP DISHES: The moules marinières 
and Baba bouchon.

hoNG KoNG
bo Innovation
They call Alvin Leung the ‘demon chef’ 
and he is the most interesting cat I have 
ever met. He now has three-Michelin 
stars and when I ate at his Bo Innovation 
it was absolutely brilliant. Like any 
decent restaurant in Hong Kong, you have 
to get off street level and cross through 
a few office blocks before you reach a 
good place to eat. I tried a multi-course 
degustation menu – it could have had 
13 dishes or maybe the evening took 13 
hours as it finished at 2am! Alvin and I 
ate side by side like we were at some sort 
of cook-off. It was a lot of fun and Alvin is 
a wonderful man.
THE MAIN HIGHLIGHT: A beautiful 
Wagyu steak – it was the best sirloin I have 
ever eaten. There was no foam, no bubbles, no 
smears, just a nice steak. Unbelievable.

Tramshed restaurant in London

ON MY BUCKET LIST  
I would love to visit Paul Cunningham 

at Henne Kirkeby Kro on the coast of 

Denmark. He doesn’t follow fashion, and 

favours tradition. I am so inspired by 

Paul and he is one of my food heroes. 

IMMERSE YOURSELF IN THAI-INSPIRED LUXURY 
ON DUBAI’S ICONIC PALM JUMEIRAH.

Whatever your vision of the perfect vacation – be it a fun family beach 
holiday, honeymoon romance or just relaxing in beachfront exclusivity 
– Anantara The Palm Dubai Resort offers a uniquely luxurious escape, 
inspired by Thai exoticism and the heartbeat of Dubai.

Unwind in an enchanting Beach Pool Villa, with your very own private 
infinity pool. Soak up tranquil Arabian Gulf views from your Over Water 
Villa. Step straight from your room into the crystal clear waters of our 
10,000 square metre lagoon pools. Culinary journeys excite with a 
melange of mouthwatering flavours. The prestigious sanctuary of 
Anantara Spa rejuvenates and renews, from a range of inspirational 
treatments, to indulgent rituals in the Turkish Hammam.

ANANTARA THE PALM DUBAI RESORT
P.O. BOX 71607, EAST CRESCENT, PALM JUMEIRAH, DUBAI, UNITED ARAB EMIRATES

T +971 4 567 8888   E resdubaipalm@anantara.com

LIFE IS A JOURNEY. Visit anantara.com

C

M

Y

CM

MY

CY

CMY

K



World Traveller   25

Old favOurites
Beirut Souks, located downtown, is a 
shopping district that carries both high-
end and street-style brands. It’s the place 
to go for an authentic Lebanese street-
like environment, rather than a mall. 
A trip to my city isn’t complete without 
popping into the stores of red carpet 
darlings Elie Saab and Zuhair Murad.
And Mar Mikhael is good for 
independent bookstores, fashion and 
furniture designers. Ageing mechanics, 
butchers and a man who only sells 
bananas now share the streets with 
trendier shopping options – it’s an 
eclectic mix of art and fashion. 
 
New abOut tOwN
Starch boutique in Saifi Village 
houses some of the best emerging 
local talent and it’s a must visit 
for travellers looking for one-
off, contemporary items. Look 
out for Mira Hayek who plays 
with proportion and volume 
in her creations. There’s so 
much creativity coming out 
of Lebanon and it’s so great 
to see everyone doing so well.
I also like to check out the Beirut-based 
website lebelik.com as they support some 
exciting new designers from Lebanon like 
Elsa O, Nada Zeineh, Jessica K and Karoline 
Lang. A large variety of illustrated mugs, 
gold-plated jewellery, beaded accessories 
and designs emblazoned with Arabic 
slogans created by over 60 Lebanese 
artisans are available on the site. 

secret spOt
One of my favourite hidden gems is 
Plan BEY. Halfway between a gallery 

and a bookshop, it’s a concept 
store that sells exclusive 

limited-edition products developed by 
local artists. There’s everything from 
paper goods produced in the store’s 
workshop along with artists’ books, 
hand-bound notebooks, postcards, 
silkscreen prints, comic books and 
more. This is the place for perfect 
souvenirs – unique, high quality and 
extraordinarily affordable, their images 
and stories all focus on the city. 

Lebanese jewellery designer Donna Hourani on finding hidden gems in Beirut

shOp my city
DONNA HOURANI 
(donnahourani.
com), who hails from 
Beirut, is known 
for her delicate, 
minimalist jewellery 
pieces that are 
made from ethically 
sourced materials. 
Here, the well-

known designer shares her suggestions 
about where to find fashion, accessories, 
books and more in her hometown.

CheCk In Shop my city

Clockwise from this image: A landmark 
sculpture in downtown Beirut; one of 

Donna Hourani’s rings; Bokja is a haven 
for interior decor; Elie Saab Autumn 

Winter 2017 collection

delightful décOr 
Orient 499 is a 
boutique-meets-
atelier, and it’s the 
best place in Beirut for 
high-end furniture 
from Lebanon, Syria, 
Morocco and beyond. 
Bokja is a must for 
brightly coloured, 
textured furnishings 
and handmade pillows 
by local artisans.

pretty thiNgs
Beirut is all about 

jewellery and accessories – it's embedded 
in our culture and there are so many 
amazing designers from Lebanon. Among 
my favourites are the Mukhi Sisters – I 
love how their pieces resemble fairy tales. 
I like to visit Joanna Dahdah’s store on 
Ghandour El Saad Street and another gem 
is LE66Beirut. They have an incredible 
collection of fine and 
contemporary pieces 
by established and 
emerging designers.
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bananas now share the streets with 
trendier shopping options – it’s an 
eclectic mix of art and fashion. 
 
New abOut tOwN
Starch boutique in Saifi Village 
houses some of the best emerging 
local talent and it’s a must visit 
for travellers looking for one-
off, contemporary items. Look 
out for Mira Hayek who plays 
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secret spOt
One of my favourite hidden gems is 
Plan BEY. Halfway between a gallery 

and a bookshop, it’s a concept 
store that sells exclusive 

limited-edition products developed by 
local artists. There’s everything from 
paper goods produced in the store’s 
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souvenirs – unique, high quality and 
extraordinarily affordable, their images 
and stories all focus on the city. 

Lebanese jewellery designer Donna Hourani on finding hidden gems in Beirut

shOp my city
DONNA HOURANI 
(donnahourani.
com), who hails from 
Beirut, is known 
for her delicate, 
minimalist jewellery 
pieces that are 
made from ethically 
sourced materials. 
Here, the well-

known designer shares her suggestions 
about where to find fashion, accessories, 
books and more in her hometown.
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Clockwise from this image: A landmark 
sculpture in downtown Beirut; one of 

Donna Hourani’s rings; Bokja is a haven 
for interior decor; Elie Saab Autumn 

Winter 2017 collection

delightful décOr 
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pretty thiNgs
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by established and 
emerging designers.
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Globetrotter CheCk In

Q I’m in need of a change 
of scenery but, as 
a woman travelling 

alone, staying safe is a priority. 
What destinations would you 
suggest for a holiday that feels 
adventurous without putting 
myself at risk?

A Firstly, there is a dedicated app 

for women travelling solo called 

Tourlina, which puts you in touch 

with others so you can share advice and 

common experiences. 

Destination wise, Iceland is an incredibly 

safe country to visit. Plus, there’s a lot to 

do, from hiking to spa treatments and, at 

the same time, there is fantastic culture in 

Reykjavík. Hike through the glaciers and 

see the Northern Lights. 

Denmark, Stockholm and Copenhagen 

also rank really highly when it comes to fun 

yet safe destinations and each is brimming 

with culture and history. I’ve a soft spot for 

Bergen in Norway, too. 

For something in completely the 

opposite direction, Melbourne is always a 

safe bet. The people are incredibly friendly 

and the place is very well geared to solo 

travellers – many attractions are within a 

walkable distance, the food is amazing and 

there are some great hotels. 

Rob Arrow, head of product 

at dnata has more than 

a decade’s experience in 

the luxury travel industry 

and loves nothing more 

than talking hotels and 

discovering destinations

InsIde
scoop

Expert advice for 
happy holidays

The move towards booking holidays 
independently online has been 
empowering for travellers, but recent 
world events have highlighted that, 
when plans come unstuck, the travel 
agent offers a useful safety net to 
catch you if you fall. Indeed, booking 
through a bricks and mortar travel 
agency can be extremely helpful in 
a number of scenarios. For instance, 
if your flight is delayed the airline 
might offer to put you up in a hotel 
while you wait. For some people, 
however, the fall out can extend 
to missed connections, lost hotel 
nights at the point of arrival and 
missed excursions. If you had booked 
independently, this means a day of 
calling round trying to rearrange 
your plans – and you really need to 
know what you’re doing and how to 
handle the situation. If you booked 
through a travel agent, on the other 
hand, then they can sort it all out 
for you. Indeed, it provides an extra 
layer of security that, if anything 
does happen to disrupt your trip, 
your travel agent will have your back. 
Even if you turn up at a hotel and it’s 
not what you were expecting, your 
agent may be able to switch you to a 
property that better suits your needs. 

CatCh me  
if you Can

La Macarena, central Colombia

QBeach holidays are boring 
to me – I’d much rather 
have a more meaningful 

experience that allows me to  
get aquatinted with the local 
culture. Can you suggest some 
of the best trips for having an 
authentic experience?

A Look to Vietnam and Cambodia, 

where you can still have a 

relaxing beach experience while 

being within easy access to other cities 

in the region. Its super easy to get there 

from UAE – Emirates flies directly to 

Phnom Penh, for instance, which is just a 

45-minute hop over to Ho Chi Minh City. 

You can stop there before making your 

way to Vietnam to Halong Bay (UNESCO 

World Heritage Site) for a bit of beach 

and culture. Also, around the Da Nang 

area there are some great beach resorts 

springing up. I rate the nearby Four 

Seasons Resort The Nam Hai, Hoi An  

and InterContinental Danang Sun 

Peninsula Resort – neither of which is 

overrun with tourists. Finish your trip  

in the capital Hanoi, admiring the 

centuries-old architecture.

If you want to go a bit crazy, consider 

Colombia in South America, which has 

blossomed into a destination that has a 

huge appeal to culture seekers. People 

often forget about it but, as its coastline 

is on the Caribbean, it has amazing 

beaches and the city is a real gem. It’s 

got so much to offer from a cultural 

perspective, great coffee and lots of 

boutique style hotels.

Reykjavík, Iceland
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Kathmandu, nepal  

It’s somewhere that is 

often a stop-off on the 

way to the Himalayas 

but it’s great in its 

own right for a short, 

city break. There is 

so much to see and 

now’s a great time 

before it gets  

too busy.  

Seville, Spain 

When going to 

Spain, many people 

opt for Barcelona or 

Madrid, but Seville is a 

wonderfully, laidback 

alternative. It’s a really 

compact city with 

lots of Moorish and 

Arabic history that’s 

well connected to the 

rest of the country. 

Go now before it gets 

too hot.  

Cairo, egypt 

This ‘real life’ museum 

is falling back into 

favour and October 

is a great time to 

go. You’ll find it very 

cost effective at the 

moment with lots of 

great deals to be had.   

on our 
radar
Grab your passport  

and head to these 

trending destinations…

follow the arrow
Rob takes us behind the scenes, with a selection of his favourite finds from his recent travels...

BarCelona

Stroll around the city and soak up 

the sights, or pull up a pew and 

people-watch. 

Zaya nurai iSland 

Chill out at this idyllic island in 

Abu Dhabi – it's just 20 minutes by 

boat from the mainland.

Seville

When in Seville you must visit Real 

Alcázar de Sevilla – one of the 

world’s Arabic wonders!

Q 
I’m heading to Paris for work and am planning to take my family along, 
stay a few extra days and make a holiday out of it. We’re being put up in 
a hotel near Boulevard Saint-Jacques – how many extra days should we 

factor in to see all the major sites and what other experience and activities do you 
recommend for families with young kids? My children are aged 5 and 8 and it’ll be 
their first visit to the city. 

A If you really want to see the city and spend some time outside of Central Paris, by taking a trip 

to Disneyland Paris, for instance, then I recommend that you stay at least an extra four nights/

days so you can explore at a leisurely pace. One of the great things about Paris is that it is 

steeped in history, which is great for children. Iconic sites, such as the Palace of Versailles, are brilliant 

for young families, as the kids will have plenty of space to roam around in the gardens. It’s not too far 

from the city but far enough to feel as if you have escaped. You can even stay a night in the Versailles 

area – the historic Trianon Palace Versailles, a Waldorf Astoria Hotel, for instance, is nestled in woodland 

on the edge of Louis XIV’s Royal Domain with stunning views of the Chateau de Versailles.

Near the city centre, Boulevard Saint-Jacques is a very family friendly area that’s dotted with cafés. 

It’s nearby Le Jardin du Luxemboug, a peaceful palace garden that offers pony rides, puppet shows 

and has a traditional carousel that’s fun to ride. As for other green spaces, The Tuileries Gardens, 

situated between Place de la Concorde and Arc de Triomphe, near Musée du Louvre, is a good option 

if you need some space to chill in-between sight seeing. When you need to stop for lunch, I can highly 

recommend the rooftop café at Printemps on Boulevard Haussmann. The best thing about it is the 

panoramic view of the city, from the Sacré-Cœur to the Eiffel Tower. 

For inspiration for your next trip, step into a dnata travel centre, call +971 800 dnata,  

or visit dnatatravel.com

Palace of Versailles
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By embracing its multiculturalism and modernity, Malaysia’s capital city features 
an exciting culinary offering, as well as burgeoning art and fashion scenes

The locals’ guide to… 

Kuala Lumpur

CITY BITES
KY Teoh is an award-
winning food and travel 
blogger who knows his 
hometown of Kuala Lumpur 

(KL) inside and out. Dive into the local 
scene with his tips on where to find some 
of the best street fare. 
kyspeaks.com, @kyspeaks

What’s the city’s food culture like?
KL probably has some of the most diverse 
food choices in the world. We have pretty 
much the best the Western world has 
to offer as well as a variety of cuisines 
from the city’s unique make up of ethnic 
groups including Malay, Chinese, Indian, 
Kadazan, Iban, and more. It’s not difficult 
to find more than 100 different dishes 
to order within a one-kilometre radius. 

Whether you want spicy, sweet, savory, 
steamed… we have it all. 

What are the most popular dishes?
Almost everyone in Malaysia enjoys a pack 
of nasi lemak (rice cooked with coconut 
milk) for breakfast. One of the most 
popular places for this is Village Park at 
Damansara Uptown, but personally I also 
really enjoy the more affordable version at 
Kampung Baru’s Restoran Nur Aisha.

Where’s the best street food?
There are many ‘food courts’ within and 
around the major cities in Malaysia. Some 
are more modern while others are your 
standard stall-by-the-road set up (or even 
really old-fashioned food trucks if you 
like). They are literally everywhere. One of 
my favourites in KL is Jalan Sayur at Pudu. 

What’s one of your favourite  
foodie experiences?
One of the quirkiest places to enjoy a 
cup of afternoon tea is at KL Bird Park’s 
Hornbill Restaurant & Café. While the 
food isn’t actually the focus here, you 
can and will get a visit by giant hornbills 
looking for handouts.

The Petronas Towers  
command attention in  
Kuala Lumpur’s skyline

A taste of KL’s  
huge variety  
of local fare
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CheCk In The locals’ guide 

FASHION  
FORWARD
From up-and-coming 
designers to established 
brands, top-notch 

Malaysian fashion influencer Lucas 
Lau shares his insider knowledge on 
where the scene is at. @lucaseelau

What’s happening on the local  
fashion front?
It’s blossoming. Kuala Lumpur Fashion 
Week has grown with more brands 
and designers coming on board. And 
fashionistas are becoming more 
daring. Look out for the award-winning 
Melinda Looi, who is known for her 
signature avant-garde and vintage style 
as well as Kit Woo, an up-and-coming 
menswear designer.

What’s the look on the street?
At the moment, street style mainly 
consists of ripped jeans and black 
T-shirts – it’s common to have really 
cool abstract art or words on tees. You 
should always be really comfortable 
with the least amount of layering.

Is there any fashion etiquette travellers 
should know about? 
It’s uncommon for women to wear 
revealing outfits. However, as I 

ART AND ABOUT
Cloakwork, is a graffiti 
artist and illustrator. His 
small- and large-scale works 
portray a quirky, cheeky  

and colourful style. Here, we get a glimpse 
of his visual world.
iamcloakwork.com, @cloakwork

What is the art scene like in  
Kuala Lumpur?
It’s growing slowly but definitely towards 
improvement. I've been seeing more 
and more new artists at exhibitions. And 
street art and graffiti are becoming more 
accepted. There have recently been quite a 
number of graffiti competitions organised 
by the government and private companies.

Where’s the best place to see street art?
There is no specific spot because there is 
art everywhere. I would recommend Laman 
Seni 7 at Shah Alam for the variety of works 
such as installations, murals, and graffiti. 
Take your time as you explore the area. 
There is a description on each of the pieces 
about the work and the artist.

What influences artists in the city?
As the city continues developing, billboards 
are installed on highways, and abandoned 
buildings are taken down and replaced 
by skyscrapers. Artists like to take on 
challenges and express ourselves. We feel 
there is need to balance the advertising out 
there and also keep creative freedom alive. 
I think the streets of Kuala Lumpur are the 
best galleries for street artists because it’s 
free and accessible for all ages.

Where’s the best place to buy local art?
Publika is the place. You will find small 
galleries there such as Galeri Titikmerah, 
which is a collective run by a few local 
artists. Occasionally, they will hold an 
exhibition and offer all kinds of affordable 
pieces from local artists. Besides that, 
White Box and Black Box offer wider spaces 
for exhibitions and shows.

What’s the most exciting cultural aspect  
of the city?
Food. As a multiracial country, we offer 
all kinds of fare and we are spoiled with 
so many choices. We also get to celebrate 
different festivities throughout the year, 
which is really exciting.

mentioned before, the overall fashion  
scene is evolving, and becoming more 
daring. Just wear whatever makes you  
feel the most comfortable.
 
Where do you shop?
Pavilion Kuala Lumpur – this mall carries 
a wide variety of brands from affordable 
through to high-street fashion and 
exclusive options. There are a number 
of local designers worth checking out, 
but you will rarely find them in typical 
shopping destinations. In saying that, 
Pavilion’s FashionValet showcases 
amazing items from homegrown brands 
and designers from across Southeast 
Asia. There, I recommend Materialipstick 
for handbags and Nelissa Hilman for 
heels, sandals and flats.

One of graffiti artist 
Cloakwork’s pieces

Find local fashion brands at 
Pavilion’s FashionValet



28   World Traveller   

By embracing its multiculturalism and modernity, Malaysia’s capital city features 
an exciting culinary offering, as well as burgeoning art and fashion scenes

The locals’ guide to… 

Kuala Lumpur

CITY BITES
KY Teoh is an award-
winning food and travel 
blogger who knows his 
hometown of Kuala Lumpur 

(KL) inside and out. Dive into the local 
scene with his tips on where to find some 
of the best street fare. 
kyspeaks.com, @kyspeaks

What’s the city’s food culture like?
KL probably has some of the most diverse 
food choices in the world. We have pretty 
much the best the Western world has 
to offer as well as a variety of cuisines 
from the city’s unique make up of ethnic 
groups including Malay, Chinese, Indian, 
Kadazan, Iban, and more. It’s not difficult 
to find more than 100 different dishes 
to order within a one-kilometre radius. 

Whether you want spicy, sweet, savory, 
steamed… we have it all. 

What are the most popular dishes?
Almost everyone in Malaysia enjoys a pack 
of nasi lemak (rice cooked with coconut 
milk) for breakfast. One of the most 
popular places for this is Village Park at 
Damansara Uptown, but personally I also 
really enjoy the more affordable version at 
Kampung Baru’s Restoran Nur Aisha.

Where’s the best street food?
There are many ‘food courts’ within and 
around the major cities in Malaysia. Some 
are more modern while others are your 
standard stall-by-the-road set up (or even 
really old-fashioned food trucks if you 
like). They are literally everywhere. One of 
my favourites in KL is Jalan Sayur at Pudu. 

What’s one of your favourite  
foodie experiences?
One of the quirkiest places to enjoy a 
cup of afternoon tea is at KL Bird Park’s 
Hornbill Restaurant & Café. While the 
food isn’t actually the focus here, you 
can and will get a visit by giant hornbills 
looking for handouts.

The Petronas Towers  
command attention in  
Kuala Lumpur’s skyline

A taste of KL’s  
huge variety  
of local fare

World Traveller   29

CheCk In The locals’ guide 

FASHION  
FORWARD
From up-and-coming 
designers to established 
brands, top-notch 

Malaysian fashion influencer Lucas 
Lau shares his insider knowledge on 
where the scene is at. @lucaseelau

What’s happening on the local  
fashion front?
It’s blossoming. Kuala Lumpur Fashion 
Week has grown with more brands 
and designers coming on board. And 
fashionistas are becoming more 
daring. Look out for the award-winning 
Melinda Looi, who is known for her 
signature avant-garde and vintage style 
as well as Kit Woo, an up-and-coming 
menswear designer.

What’s the look on the street?
At the moment, street style mainly 
consists of ripped jeans and black 
T-shirts – it’s common to have really 
cool abstract art or words on tees. You 
should always be really comfortable 
with the least amount of layering.

Is there any fashion etiquette travellers 
should know about? 
It’s uncommon for women to wear 
revealing outfits. However, as I 

ART AND ABOUT
Cloakwork, is a graffiti 
artist and illustrator. His 
small- and large-scale works 
portray a quirky, cheeky  

and colourful style. Here, we get a glimpse 
of his visual world.
iamcloakwork.com, @cloakwork

What is the art scene like in  
Kuala Lumpur?
It’s growing slowly but definitely towards 
improvement. I've been seeing more 
and more new artists at exhibitions. And 
street art and graffiti are becoming more 
accepted. There have recently been quite a 
number of graffiti competitions organised 
by the government and private companies.

Where’s the best place to see street art?
There is no specific spot because there is 
art everywhere. I would recommend Laman 
Seni 7 at Shah Alam for the variety of works 
such as installations, murals, and graffiti. 
Take your time as you explore the area. 
There is a description on each of the pieces 
about the work and the artist.

What influences artists in the city?
As the city continues developing, billboards 
are installed on highways, and abandoned 
buildings are taken down and replaced 
by skyscrapers. Artists like to take on 
challenges and express ourselves. We feel 
there is need to balance the advertising out 
there and also keep creative freedom alive. 
I think the streets of Kuala Lumpur are the 
best galleries for street artists because it’s 
free and accessible for all ages.

Where’s the best place to buy local art?
Publika is the place. You will find small 
galleries there such as Galeri Titikmerah, 
which is a collective run by a few local 
artists. Occasionally, they will hold an 
exhibition and offer all kinds of affordable 
pieces from local artists. Besides that, 
White Box and Black Box offer wider spaces 
for exhibitions and shows.

What’s the most exciting cultural aspect  
of the city?
Food. As a multiracial country, we offer 
all kinds of fare and we are spoiled with 
so many choices. We also get to celebrate 
different festivities throughout the year, 
which is really exciting.

mentioned before, the overall fashion  
scene is evolving, and becoming more 
daring. Just wear whatever makes you  
feel the most comfortable.
 
Where do you shop?
Pavilion Kuala Lumpur – this mall carries 
a wide variety of brands from affordable 
through to high-street fashion and 
exclusive options. There are a number 
of local designers worth checking out, 
but you will rarely find them in typical 
shopping destinations. In saying that, 
Pavilion’s FashionValet showcases 
amazing items from homegrown brands 
and designers from across Southeast 
Asia. There, I recommend Materialipstick 
for handbags and Nelissa Hilman for 
heels, sandals and flats.

One of graffiti artist 
Cloakwork’s pieces

Find local fashion brands at 
Pavilion’s FashionValet
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Venture deep into the desert 
Banish boring package holidays and wave hello to an 
altogether more authentic experience that will provide 
you with endless stories to share with friends and 
family. Grab your sunglasses, slather on the suncream 
and venture into the dunes for a firsthand look at 
traditional Emirati life. Retrace the steps of Bedouins 
all the way to Mleiha, a family-friendly attraction 
located deep in the Sharjah desert. Culture and history 
buffs of all ages can discover an incredible selection 
of significant historical sites that offer a glimpse into 
the lives of the original settlers in the region with 
important artefacts from the on-going excavation 
displayed at the Mleiha Archaeological Centre. 

Eager for more? Join a tour that makes the most of 
the stunning setting. Thrill-seekers can jump into a 
four-wheel-drive and set off on a 30-minute off-road 
adventure that takes in spectacular views from the 
peak of Camel Rock. The guide will know just the right 
time and place to stop and take beautiful photos of the 
sunset – ideal for updating all your Insta followers. 

Those with even more energy to burn will be pleased 
to learn that trekking, dune buggy adventures, cycling 
tours and paragliding are also among the activities on 
offer. Refuel with a snack and a drink at Bystro Café 
before heading off on your next adventure. 
+971 6 883 1111, discovermleiha.ae

Break out the binoculars  
Is it a grey heron or a marbled duck? Bird spotting has 
garnered new wave of appreciation of late – it's a lot 
more fun than it sounds – and aspiring ornithologists 
will enjoy a trip to Wasit Wetland Centre, where you 
can get a closer look at more than 60 species of resident 
and migratory birds. The dunes, mud flats, salty 
lagoons and fresh water pools provide food, shelter 
and nesting opportunities for feathered friends. You'll 
brush up on your bird knowledge in no time.
epaashj.ae

Do your bit for conservation efforts 
If you're on a mission to save the planet and safeguard 
the environment for future generations, then you'll 
learn a lot from a trip to Al Hefaiyah Mountain 
Conservation Centre. Set over 12 square kilometres, the 
centre is located at the base of the Hajar Mountains, 
just outside of Kalba. Specially designed to protect 
endangered animals native to the region, 30 different 
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mountain species roam the large, landscaped 
enclosures and indoor nocturnal habitats.

What’s more, a host of animals on the verge of 
extinction – such as the Arabian leopard, Arabian 
tahr, and caracal that have almost vanished from their 
natural habitats – have been bred in captivity and 
released into fenced areas in a project that is set to 
revive multiple natural species of the UAE. 
+971 6531 1501, epaashj.ae

Take a walk on the wild side 
Watch an Arabian leopard bask in all its glory, come 
face to face with an Arabian Cobra or see a hedgehog 
snuggle down to sleep at Arabia’s Wildlife Centre. This 
educational attraction is highly recommended for 
those who want to find out more about the diversity of 
indigenous fauna found on the Arabian Peninsula. 

In the Reptile and Insect House, you can eye 
local snakes, such as puff adders, as well as lizards, 
freshwater fish and other creepy crawlies. The 
hamadryas baboons, cheetah, Arabian wolves, 
striped hyenas and of course, the Arabian leopard 

can be seen at the Carnivores and Primates section.
Grab a bite to eat in the restaurant that has 

panoramic views of the large antelope exhibit. Watch 
Arabian oryx and gazelle roam beyond – you may even 
spot an ostrich or flamingo on the mountain.  
epaashj.ae

Beside the seaside  
Those who like to stay close to the coast are spoilt 
for choice when it comes to beautiful beaches in 
Sharjah. Check out one of the private strips of sand, 
like Lou’Lou’a Beach along Al Mina road, which 
has shelters, changing huts, shower facilities and 
swimming pools galore. Alternatively, check out one 
of the public beaches like Al Khan Beach, located near 
the Al Khan historic area, where you can try your hand 
at kayaking, kite surfing, parasailing and banana boat 
rides. If there is extra time to spare, grab your friends 
and head out to the scenic east coast to the enclaves of 
Khorfakkan, Dibba and Al Dhaid where the scenery, 
diving and snorkelling are unparalleled. Many inviting 
hotels line the coast, so you can make a weekend of it. 

To find out more, visit sharjahmydestination.ae
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Venture deep into the desert 
Banish boring package holidays and wave hello to an 
altogether more authentic experience that will provide 
you with endless stories to share with friends and 
family. Grab your sunglasses, slather on the suncream 
and venture into the dunes for a firsthand look at 
traditional Emirati life. Retrace the steps of Bedouins 
all the way to Mleiha, a family-friendly attraction 
located deep in the Sharjah desert. Culture and history 
buffs of all ages can discover an incredible selection 
of significant historical sites that offer a glimpse into 
the lives of the original settlers in the region with 
important artefacts from the on-going excavation 
displayed at the Mleiha Archaeological Centre. 

Eager for more? Join a tour that makes the most of 
the stunning setting. Thrill-seekers can jump into a 
four-wheel-drive and set off on a 30-minute off-road 
adventure that takes in spectacular views from the 
peak of Camel Rock. The guide will know just the right 
time and place to stop and take beautiful photos of the 
sunset – ideal for updating all your Insta followers. 

Those with even more energy to burn will be pleased 
to learn that trekking, dune buggy adventures, cycling 
tours and paragliding are also among the activities on 
offer. Refuel with a snack and a drink at Bystro Café 
before heading off on your next adventure. 
+971 6 883 1111, discovermleiha.ae

Break out the binoculars  
Is it a grey heron or a marbled duck? Bird spotting has 
garnered new wave of appreciation of late – it's a lot 
more fun than it sounds – and aspiring ornithologists 
will enjoy a trip to Wasit Wetland Centre, where you 
can get a closer look at more than 60 species of resident 
and migratory birds. The dunes, mud flats, salty 
lagoons and fresh water pools provide food, shelter 
and nesting opportunities for feathered friends. You'll 
brush up on your bird knowledge in no time.
epaashj.ae

Do your bit for conservation efforts 
If you're on a mission to save the planet and safeguard 
the environment for future generations, then you'll 
learn a lot from a trip to Al Hefaiyah Mountain 
Conservation Centre. Set over 12 square kilometres, the 
centre is located at the base of the Hajar Mountains, 
just outside of Kalba. Specially designed to protect 
endangered animals native to the region, 30 different 
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mountain species roam the large, landscaped 
enclosures and indoor nocturnal habitats.

What’s more, a host of animals on the verge of 
extinction – such as the Arabian leopard, Arabian 
tahr, and caracal that have almost vanished from their 
natural habitats – have been bred in captivity and 
released into fenced areas in a project that is set to 
revive multiple natural species of the UAE. 
+971 6531 1501, epaashj.ae

Take a walk on the wild side 
Watch an Arabian leopard bask in all its glory, come 
face to face with an Arabian Cobra or see a hedgehog 
snuggle down to sleep at Arabia’s Wildlife Centre. This 
educational attraction is highly recommended for 
those who want to find out more about the diversity of 
indigenous fauna found on the Arabian Peninsula. 

In the Reptile and Insect House, you can eye 
local snakes, such as puff adders, as well as lizards, 
freshwater fish and other creepy crawlies. The 
hamadryas baboons, cheetah, Arabian wolves, 
striped hyenas and of course, the Arabian leopard 

can be seen at the Carnivores and Primates section.
Grab a bite to eat in the restaurant that has 

panoramic views of the large antelope exhibit. Watch 
Arabian oryx and gazelle roam beyond – you may even 
spot an ostrich or flamingo on the mountain.  
epaashj.ae

Beside the seaside  
Those who like to stay close to the coast are spoilt 
for choice when it comes to beautiful beaches in 
Sharjah. Check out one of the private strips of sand, 
like Lou’Lou’a Beach along Al Mina road, which 
has shelters, changing huts, shower facilities and 
swimming pools galore. Alternatively, check out one 
of the public beaches like Al Khan Beach, located near 
the Al Khan historic area, where you can try your hand 
at kayaking, kite surfing, parasailing and banana boat 
rides. If there is extra time to spare, grab your friends 
and head out to the scenic east coast to the enclaves of 
Khorfakkan, Dibba and Al Dhaid where the scenery, 
diving and snorkelling are unparalleled. Many inviting 
hotels line the coast, so you can make a weekend of it. 

To find out more, visit sharjahmydestination.ae
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Set on the Saiq Plateau of Oman’s renowned 
‘Green Mountain’ in the Al Hajar Mountains, 
Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar Resort is perched 

at 2,000 metres above sea level. The sprawling 
property curves around the precipice of a dramatic 
canyon, and its clever design allows for many of its 
rooms and villas to overlook the wondrous landscape.

Perhaps some of the best vistas are seen from 
the one- and two-bedroom villas located on the 
edge of the cliffs. Each of these features a private, 
temperature-controlled pool and a spacious living 
area with a thoughtfully placed easel, sketch pad and 
crayons, should artistic inspiration strike. 

The villas, along with the collection of smaller 
room categories, are all furnished with traditional 
Omani fixtures that blend with Anantara’s signature 

Oman’s Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar Resort boasts unrivalled views, luxurious 
accommodation, a sensational spa and a line-up of activities

Mountain marvel
Cliff Pool Villa bedroom

Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar Resort 
sits at 2,000 metres above sea level
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Thai or Eastern elements. You’ll love the wooden 
chests adorned with brass finishes, giant gold plates 
mounted on the walls and striking framed prints of 
Arabesque patterns or ancient doors.

Among the varied food and beverage offerings at 
the resort, highlights include Al Maisan and Bella 
Vista. The former is an all-day dining restaurant 
where you’ll enjoy a generous daily breakfast buffet 
and a sumptuous Friday brunch inspired by local and 
international cuisine. The latter neighbours a large 
infinity pool and is known for its modern take on 
classic Italian fare. 

Oman’s Green Mountain and its surrounding 
region beckon to be explored. Fortunately, there are 
a number of resort-based and area-based excursions 
offered by the team at Anantara, allowing you to 
discover many of its attractions.

From mountain biking to tackling a variety of 
climbing routes, abseiling to hiking in wadis, or visits 

to terraced farmlands where families continue to 
make rose water in traditional distilleries, there’s a 
roster of things to do.

When you’re in need of respite, there’s the onsite 
spa. There you’ll find highly skilled therapists 
carrying out an extensive rage of treatments. A 
number of indigenous ingredients, such as rose 
petals and rose oil or Omani pomegranates are used 
in a series of signature experiences. And there’s even 
a hot stone and frankincense massage. 

Anantara Spa is split into male and female thermal 
suites, each including a salt steam room, a sauna, 
experience showers, and private indoor and outdoor 
relaxation areas with loungers. It will be tempting to 
while away your days in this aromatic haven, but do 
allow enough time to go out and explore.

To find out more, call +968 25 218000 or visit  
jabal-akhdar.anantara.com

Diana’s Point offers 
sweeping canyon views

Rock climbing in the gorge

Village tours are just one of 
the many activities available
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Why battle through a blizzard of information when trying to find the 
right holiday for you? Ski expert Sean Newsom has all the insider 

knowledge you need – about the only 10 resorts you'll want to visit
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Downhill skiing in Symphony Bowl, Whistler, Canada

destinations skiing

1Whistler, Canada 
The bit-of-everything one 
Why it’s in our top 10: It's the great all-rounder – with 
every conceivable kind of skiing terrain – and the biggest, 

buzziest resort town in North America. You can ski your legs to 
jelly by day, and dance them to dust at night.
When’s best? January. The price of accommodation halves 
after the Festive period, the slopes are quieter and the weather 
should be consistently cold. Night owls will find venues muted 
midweek, but on Friday, half of Vancouver comes out to play.
What are the slopes like? You can’t beat Whistler on variety. 
In a single, top-to-bottom descent you can ski powdery bowls, 
bumps, tight tree runs and groomed pistes that seem to last 
forever. The resort’s free mountain tours will give you some 
orientation, but to find which slopes suit you, join a Max4 
group lesson, run by Whistler’s ski school. The emphasis is on 
exploring as much as skill, and you get to jump the lift queues, 
too (whistlerblackcomb.com).

When i’m bored of skiing? The food scene on the mountain is 
no match for what’s on offer in town at night. Spanish-flavoured 
Bar Oso is the place to start (baroso.ca), followed by dinner at 
the Bearfoot Bistro (bearfootbistro.com) which mixes west coast 
seafood with a large dollop of theatricality – order bubbly and 
they’ll open the bottle by sabrage.
Best thing? The muscle-melting, intermediate Peak to Creek 
descent, which drops through 1,530 vertical metres. Ski it at the 
day’s start, when everyone else is still heading up – by mid-
afternoon, its chopped-up surface makes it a slog.
like this? try...
Lake Louise, Canada: Lots of variety on the mountain, ravishing 
views and good, cold snow. But it’s deathly quiet at night.
Park City, Usa: A bustling ex-mining town with endless skiing 
on the doorstep.
les arcs, France: It can’t match Whistler’s après-scene, but 
almost everyone will enjoy its slopes. It’s part of the Paradiski 
linked ski area, which is one of the largest ski areas in Europe.
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2 la Plagne, FranCe
The family one 
Why it’s in our top 10: Ignoring the ugliness of 
the villages, thrown across a plateau, it’s the last 

word in purpose-built ski resorts, attracting more skiers 
than any other (around 2.5 million). Which proves that 
dodgy architecture means nothing when you can exit 
your block, click into your bindings, and push off onto 
a gentle run – especially if you’ve little ones in tow.
When’s best? For quieter pistes and lower prices, try 
the Festive season or March/April holidays. February 
half-term can be manic, particularly if your kids’ week 
off coincides with that of schools in Paris and Lyon. 
What are the slopes like? For soothing skiing, pick a higher 
village: Belle Plagne (2,050m), Plagne Soleil (2,050m) or Plagne 
Centre (1,970m). Each has doorstep access to a meandering 
doodle of blue pistes for a happy week finding your rhythm, 
improving from snowplough to the parallel turn.
Only when you’re feeling strong and confident should 
you venture further afield: lower, the slopes are 

steeper, the snow more variable. Meanwhile, at the top, 
on the 3,417m Bellecôte, is some of the most hair-raising 
backcountry skiing in the Alps. Only experts need apply.
When i’m bored of skiing? This is not a nightclub resort – a lot of 
after-hours activity is child-centric. They need to be aged 10 or up 
to the get the best of it: dog-sledding in Champagny-en-Vanoise 
(winter.champagny.com); or doing the 80kph Bob-Raft descent 
on the Olympic bobsleigh track at Plagne 1800 (bobsleigh.net). 
For younger kids, there are tobogganing tracks in every village.
Best thing? La Plagne’s willingness to innovate. Last year it 
embraced ski touring and opened trails that lead to easy groomed 
pistes. So you can enjoy the challenge that comes from walking 
up a mountain, but don't need to be an expert to ski back down. 
Ski School Oxygène teaches the basics (oxygene-ski.com).
like this? try… 
Zauchensee, Austria: Pretty slopes and child-friendly hotels.
Puy-St-Vincent, France: Bastion of Snowbizz (snowbizz.co.uk), which 
runs its own ski school as well as kids’ clubs.
Reberty 2000, France: An enclave of cosy chalets with a ski school 
and two swimming pools.

Many of La Plagne’s villages offer 
spectacular slopes on their doorsteps

destinations spas

3 Zermatt, sWitZerland 
The picture-perfect one  
Why it’s in our top 10: It feels like a magic kingdom of 
snow, ruled by King Matterhorn – Zermatt's famous 

mountain seduces you the minute you set eyes on it. It really is 
magnificent: a crooked, 4,500m finger of rock pointing straight 
to heaven. Eating breakfast while watching the rising sun paint it 
every shade of orange and pink is unlike anything else on Earth.
In winter, the town at its feet twinkles with a carefully nurtured, 
five-star cosiness. Rickety old hay barns, raised on stone pillars, 
serve as a reminder of harder times, but these days Zermatt is a 
winter refuge for the rich, who aren’t particularly worried by the 
hair-raising exchange rate, and are at least as interested in lunch 
as they are in skiing. Sit down to some melt-in-the-mouth lamb 
at Zum See (zumsee.ch) and you’ll quickly understand why: the 
look is timeworn and homespun, the atmosphere laid-back, and 
the food divine. Only in Italy do they come anywhere close to this 
kind of off-the-cuff excellence.

When’s best? March. Much of the skiing is set between 3,800m and 
2,000m, so the pistes are still in good nick, while the spring warmth 
means you can stretch that outdoor lunch ’til 4pm.
What are the slopes like? It’s big and varied, sprawling across the 
border into Italy – but don't imagine the Zermatt-Cervinia ski area 
rivals the Three Valleys for convenience. It’s too fragmented for that, 
and access can be agonisingly slow if you jump on the wrong lift. 
Hire a guide for at least a day to discover how to ski it. If the budget’s 
tight, then keep it simple and go skiing in Cervinia – home to Red 7, 
one of the best intermediate pistes in the Alps.
When i’m bored of skiing? Actually, Zermatt is a great place to 
bring a non-skier. No need to spend all day hiding in the hotel spa 
either. Lunch meetings are easy, because the two key hamlets (Furi 
and Findeln) are served by cable cars. Snowshoe walks higher up in 
the mountains are also fun, as is a nighttime visit to the Kulmhotel 
for dinner, a guided tour of the observatory and some star-gazing 
(gornergrat-kulm.ch).
Best thing? Zermatt is a car-free town. True, its fleet of little electric 
taxis can be a pain by day, sneaking up behind you and beeping you 
into the gutter. But at night they’re thinner on the ground. At times, 
all you can hear is the burble of voices and the rush of the river.
like this? try…
Canazei, Italy: More stupendous scenery, courtesy of the Dolomites. 
Are, Sweden: An isolated, but urbane resort where the food is 
Stockholm/big-city worthy.
Courmayeur, Italy: The ultimate short-break destination for foodies, 
set beneath the south face of Mont Blanc.

destinations skiing
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The Matterhorn – a Swiss icon
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2 la Plagne, FranCe
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Why it’s in our top 10: Ignoring the ugliness of 
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than any other (around 2.5 million). Which proves that 
dodgy architecture means nothing when you can exit 
your block, click into your bindings, and push off onto 
a gentle run – especially if you’ve little ones in tow.
When’s best? For quieter pistes and lower prices, try 
the Festive season or March/April holidays. February 
half-term can be manic, particularly if your kids’ week 
off coincides with that of schools in Paris and Lyon. 
What are the slopes like? For soothing skiing, pick a higher 
village: Belle Plagne (2,050m), Plagne Soleil (2,050m) or Plagne 
Centre (1,970m). Each has doorstep access to a meandering 
doodle of blue pistes for a happy week finding your rhythm, 
improving from snowplough to the parallel turn.
Only when you’re feeling strong and confident should 
you venture further afield: lower, the slopes are 

steeper, the snow more variable. Meanwhile, at the top, 
on the 3,417m Bellecôte, is some of the most hair-raising 
backcountry skiing in the Alps. Only experts need apply.
When i’m bored of skiing? This is not a nightclub resort – a lot of 
after-hours activity is child-centric. They need to be aged 10 or up 
to the get the best of it: dog-sledding in Champagny-en-Vanoise 
(winter.champagny.com); or doing the 80kph Bob-Raft descent 
on the Olympic bobsleigh track at Plagne 1800 (bobsleigh.net). 
For younger kids, there are tobogganing tracks in every village.
Best thing? La Plagne’s willingness to innovate. Last year it 
embraced ski touring and opened trails that lead to easy groomed 
pistes. So you can enjoy the challenge that comes from walking 
up a mountain, but don't need to be an expert to ski back down. 
Ski School Oxygène teaches the basics (oxygene-ski.com).
like this? try… 
Zauchensee, Austria: Pretty slopes and child-friendly hotels.
Puy-St-Vincent, France: Bastion of Snowbizz (snowbizz.co.uk), which 
runs its own ski school as well as kids’ clubs.
Reberty 2000, France: An enclave of cosy chalets with a ski school 
and two swimming pools.

Many of La Plagne’s villages offer 
spectacular slopes on their doorsteps
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The picture-perfect one  
Why it’s in our top 10: It feels like a magic kingdom of 
snow, ruled by King Matterhorn – Zermatt's famous 

mountain seduces you the minute you set eyes on it. It really is 
magnificent: a crooked, 4,500m finger of rock pointing straight 
to heaven. Eating breakfast while watching the rising sun paint it 
every shade of orange and pink is unlike anything else on Earth.
In winter, the town at its feet twinkles with a carefully nurtured, 
five-star cosiness. Rickety old hay barns, raised on stone pillars, 
serve as a reminder of harder times, but these days Zermatt is a 
winter refuge for the rich, who aren’t particularly worried by the 
hair-raising exchange rate, and are at least as interested in lunch 
as they are in skiing. Sit down to some melt-in-the-mouth lamb 
at Zum See (zumsee.ch) and you’ll quickly understand why: the 
look is timeworn and homespun, the atmosphere laid-back, and 
the food divine. Only in Italy do they come anywhere close to this 
kind of off-the-cuff excellence.

When’s best? March. Much of the skiing is set between 3,800m and 
2,000m, so the pistes are still in good nick, while the spring warmth 
means you can stretch that outdoor lunch ’til 4pm.
What are the slopes like? It’s big and varied, sprawling across the 
border into Italy – but don't imagine the Zermatt-Cervinia ski area 
rivals the Three Valleys for convenience. It’s too fragmented for that, 
and access can be agonisingly slow if you jump on the wrong lift. 
Hire a guide for at least a day to discover how to ski it. If the budget’s 
tight, then keep it simple and go skiing in Cervinia – home to Red 7, 
one of the best intermediate pistes in the Alps.
When i’m bored of skiing? Actually, Zermatt is a great place to 
bring a non-skier. No need to spend all day hiding in the hotel spa 
either. Lunch meetings are easy, because the two key hamlets (Furi 
and Findeln) are served by cable cars. Snowshoe walks higher up in 
the mountains are also fun, as is a nighttime visit to the Kulmhotel 
for dinner, a guided tour of the observatory and some star-gazing 
(gornergrat-kulm.ch).
Best thing? Zermatt is a car-free town. True, its fleet of little electric 
taxis can be a pain by day, sneaking up behind you and beeping you 
into the gutter. But at night they’re thinner on the ground. At times, 
all you can hear is the burble of voices and the rush of the river.
like this? try…
Canazei, Italy: More stupendous scenery, courtesy of the Dolomites. 
Are, Sweden: An isolated, but urbane resort where the food is 
Stockholm/big-city worthy.
Courmayeur, Italy: The ultimate short-break destination for foodies, 
set beneath the south face of Mont Blanc.
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4 Val d'isère, FranCe 
The Brit-brigade one 
Why it’s in our top 10: Ultimately, it’s all down to the 
climate and the slopes. This is God’s own ski country: 

cold, steep and beautiful to look at. For many, there’s enough 
excitement here to last a lifetime of winter holidays. True, 
the three-and-a-half-hour slog from Geneva airport seems 
interminable, but suddenly, emerging from one last tunnel, 
you’re there – in a deep valley packed with chalets, hotels, and 
just about everyone who’s ever fancied themselves on skis. 
When’s best? In all but the mildest winters, Val d’Isère is a 
stunner in the first two weeks of December, when the pistes 
are empty, prices are low, and everyone in town is fizzing with 
exhilaration at the thought of the season ahead. 
What are the slopes like? For less experienced skiers, there’s 
one simple rule: stay up high, and use the lifts to get back down 
into the valley when you’re knackered at the end of the day. That 
way, you’ll miss out the plunging home runs that can reduce a 
wobbly intermediate to tears. More advanced skiers love them, 
of course – and Val has one of the world’s best blacks in the Face. 
Anyone who fancies a crack at it needs to be on the first lift of 
the day, so they can ski a lap before it gets crowded and bumpy.

When i’m bored of skiing? Le Signal serves the best  
lunchtime views in Val d’Isère from its rooftop terrace, as  
well as a delicious leg of lamb (lesignalvaldisere.com). But  
clued-up locals know to drop back into town for cheaper eats, 
such as La Gourmandine’s (gourmandine-val.com) gorgeous, 
gooey, cheesy Beaufort tart. And for the après-ski? You need 
to be on the terrace of the original branch of La Folie Douce 
(lafoliedouce.com) whenever the sun’s out – here’s where it  
all kicks off.
Best thing? The warm atmosphere that seems to radiate from 
every chalet, rental shop and ski school. Let’s not beat about the 
bush: skiing’s a demanding sport, and if you don't have to worry 
about anything else but it, you can concentrate on what matters 
most – perfecting your style on the slopes.
like this? try... 
Beaver Creek, USA: Even posher than its neighbour, Vail, and – 
certainly in places – twice as steep.
Madonna di Campiglio, Italy: Fast skiing, scenery that’ll quicken 
your heartbeat, and a chic little passeggiata to finish the day off.
Telluride, USA: Butch Cassidy robbed his first bank here.  
Now the adrenaline junkies are all skiers, thanks to its scare-
yourself-silly slopes.

View of the Val D’Isere village 
and Saint Bernard de Menthon
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5Vail, Usa 
The ego-boosting one 
Why it’s in our top 10: Its whole raison d’être is to 
make you look a better skier. On the frontside of the 

mountain are easy-skiing intermediate runs, thick with dry, 
Rocky Mountain snow cooled by Vail’s freezer climate. The 
other side has the back bowls: wide-open slopes, unbroken by 
trees or cliff bands, and heaven for budding off-pisters.
On-piste you find frazzled Manhattan ad execs, Arab royalty, 
Mexico’s super-rich, and the odd bloke who’s given up on the 
Alps and ‘found nirvana’ here. Back bowls mean a local scene 
from Denver looking for a powder fix. Either way, everyone 
skis back into town with sky-high confidence. As a result, the 
atmosphere in Vail’s restaurants and bars is relentlessly upbeat.
When’s best? Avoid January (too cold). Aim for February, 
before the spring sun gets the better of the snow.
What are the slopes like? Be warned – there can be a 

scrum at the weekend. To avoid the crowds, make use 
of your lift pass at Beaver Creek. A 20-minute drive 
away, it has fewer visitors and a different character 
(the pistes are steeper or gentler than in Vail).
When i’m bored of skiing? Do lunch – the 10th (the10thvail.
com), on the front side of the mountain, is the place. Its pear, 
tomato and blue-cheese salad is the very antidote to the 
burger-and-fries carb coma that hits many US skiers pm.
Best thing? The snow. Low humidity and long, cold 
winters create a soft, dry and grippy skiing surface.
like this? try… 
San Cassiano, Italy: Gentle slopes and a selection of splendid 
mountain restaurants. 
Lake Louise, Canada: Banff National Park’s long winter = utterly 
flawless slopes. 
Stubai Glacier, Austria: Top areas for intermediates; a dull 
commute to reach.

Deep powder skiing in Vail
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4 Val d'isère, FranCe 
The Brit-brigade one 
Why it’s in our top 10: Ultimately, it’s all down to the 
climate and the slopes. This is God’s own ski country: 

cold, steep and beautiful to look at. For many, there’s enough 
excitement here to last a lifetime of winter holidays. True, 
the three-and-a-half-hour slog from Geneva airport seems 
interminable, but suddenly, emerging from one last tunnel, 
you’re there – in a deep valley packed with chalets, hotels, and 
just about everyone who’s ever fancied themselves on skis. 
When’s best? In all but the mildest winters, Val d’Isère is a 
stunner in the first two weeks of December, when the pistes 
are empty, prices are low, and everyone in town is fizzing with 
exhilaration at the thought of the season ahead. 
What are the slopes like? For less experienced skiers, there’s 
one simple rule: stay up high, and use the lifts to get back down 
into the valley when you’re knackered at the end of the day. That 
way, you’ll miss out the plunging home runs that can reduce a 
wobbly intermediate to tears. More advanced skiers love them, 
of course – and Val has one of the world’s best blacks in the Face. 
Anyone who fancies a crack at it needs to be on the first lift of 
the day, so they can ski a lap before it gets crowded and bumpy.

When i’m bored of skiing? Le Signal serves the best  
lunchtime views in Val d’Isère from its rooftop terrace, as  
well as a delicious leg of lamb (lesignalvaldisere.com). But  
clued-up locals know to drop back into town for cheaper eats, 
such as La Gourmandine’s (gourmandine-val.com) gorgeous, 
gooey, cheesy Beaufort tart. And for the après-ski? You need 
to be on the terrace of the original branch of La Folie Douce 
(lafoliedouce.com) whenever the sun’s out – here’s where it  
all kicks off.
Best thing? The warm atmosphere that seems to radiate from 
every chalet, rental shop and ski school. Let’s not beat about the 
bush: skiing’s a demanding sport, and if you don't have to worry 
about anything else but it, you can concentrate on what matters 
most – perfecting your style on the slopes.
like this? try... 
Beaver Creek, USA: Even posher than its neighbour, Vail, and – 
certainly in places – twice as steep.
Madonna di Campiglio, Italy: Fast skiing, scenery that’ll quicken 
your heartbeat, and a chic little passeggiata to finish the day off.
Telluride, USA: Butch Cassidy robbed his first bank here.  
Now the adrenaline junkies are all skiers, thanks to its scare-
yourself-silly slopes.

View of the Val D’Isere village 
and Saint Bernard de Menthon
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5Vail, Usa 
The ego-boosting one 
Why it’s in our top 10: Its whole raison d’être is to 
make you look a better skier. On the frontside of the 

mountain are easy-skiing intermediate runs, thick with dry, 
Rocky Mountain snow cooled by Vail’s freezer climate. The 
other side has the back bowls: wide-open slopes, unbroken by 
trees or cliff bands, and heaven for budding off-pisters.
On-piste you find frazzled Manhattan ad execs, Arab royalty, 
Mexico’s super-rich, and the odd bloke who’s given up on the 
Alps and ‘found nirvana’ here. Back bowls mean a local scene 
from Denver looking for a powder fix. Either way, everyone 
skis back into town with sky-high confidence. As a result, the 
atmosphere in Vail’s restaurants and bars is relentlessly upbeat.
When’s best? Avoid January (too cold). Aim for February, 
before the spring sun gets the better of the snow.
What are the slopes like? Be warned – there can be a 

scrum at the weekend. To avoid the crowds, make use 
of your lift pass at Beaver Creek. A 20-minute drive 
away, it has fewer visitors and a different character 
(the pistes are steeper or gentler than in Vail).
When i’m bored of skiing? Do lunch – the 10th (the10thvail.
com), on the front side of the mountain, is the place. Its pear, 
tomato and blue-cheese salad is the very antidote to the 
burger-and-fries carb coma that hits many US skiers pm.
Best thing? The snow. Low humidity and long, cold 
winters create a soft, dry and grippy skiing surface.
like this? try… 
San Cassiano, Italy: Gentle slopes and a selection of splendid 
mountain restaurants. 
Lake Louise, Canada: Banff National Park’s long winter = utterly 
flawless slopes. 
Stubai Glacier, Austria: Top areas for intermediates; a dull 
commute to reach.

Deep powder skiing in Vail
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6mériBel, FranCe 
The adrenaline-rich one 
Why it's in our top 10: Location, location, location. Okay, 
Méribel’s valley is tight and sinuous – a little too steep 

for your average skier – but if you want to glide into the world’s 
largest ski area, you’ve picked the right place here, in the heart of 
the Three Valleys lift system. Hell-for-leather slopes and decades 
of British patronage mean a partyloving vibe in Méribel Centre  
– a ribbon of chalets and hotels winding up the mountainside, 
abuzz with groups of twenty- and thirty-somethings. After a  
week you’ll be short of sleep and aching all over. But you'll bask  
in memories for months.
When’s best? January or early February for the best chance of 
cold, grippy snow. At this time of year, prices can be half their 
February half-term peak, too. Bear in mind the valley’s eastern 
side gets a lot of sun, so the snow suffers in a thaw.
What are the slopes like? You’ll be in heaven if you like bombing 
about on steeper pistes. But don’t expect all of the Three Valleys 

resorts to offer the same challenges as Méribel. Once you’ve 
feasted on local thrills such as the Combe de Vallon, and the 
Face, you’ll be happiest exploring whizzy Les Menuires, rather 
than the gentler slopes of Courchevel and Val Thorens.
When i’m bored of skiing? Every day at 2pm a forest of 
abandoned skis sprouts outside La Folie Douce (lafolie douce.
com), while DJs, dancers and fire-eaters stoke the party spirit. 
Best thing? The view from the top of Mont Vallon. Big resorts 
can feel industrial sometimes, with their chairlifts, piste-
bashers and bustle. Not here, at 2,534m, with the empty Vanoise 
National Park behind you, and that vista stretching out ahead.
like this? try… 
saalbach, austria: Ski one of its biggest networks. Then  
dance the night away. 
madonna di Campiglio, italy: Steep, scintillating slopes; 
Italian après-ski. 
Breckenridge, Usa: Denver’s HQ of winter fun come  
the weekends.

“You’ll be in heaven if 
you like bombing about 

on steeper pistes”
Skiers in the heart of the 

Three Valleys domaine
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7st anton, aUstria 
The sociable one 
Why it’s in our top 10: People make friends in St Anton, 
even if they don’t mean to. They spend the day heady 

on adrenaline, bouncing down its bump runs, and ploughing 
through its powder, and when it comes to après-ski bar they realise 
everyone else is feeling the same way. Of course, there’s nothing 
exceptional about singing in a ski bar at 5pm. But there’s a rich mix 
of nations in this pretty Tyrolean town that gives the partying an 
extra edge. Here, the British, German and Scandinavian ski worlds 
collide, and it fizzes with energy as everyone realises how much 
they have in common. Bonds that form here can last for years.
When’s best? To get full, top-to-bottom value from the slopes, 
come midwinter, in January or February. It’s busy every week of the 
season, but the south-facing pistes immediately above St Anton 
are susceptible to thaws, and on a mild day in the late season they 
can be slush-pits.
What are the slopes like? There’s a generous spread of nursery 
slopes in the suburb of Nasserein, and a few good mid-level pistes 
in the Stuben and Rendl sectors. But for the most part, St Anton’s 

waymarked runs are steep, and are regarded as a warm-up for 
the area’s legendary off-piste slopes. So save your ski-trip funds 
until you can make fluent turns on a black run. 
When i’m bored of skiing? The two key après-ski venues 
are perched, piste-side, immediately above town. The Krazy 
Kanguruh is more Brit-and-Scandi flavoured, the Mooserwirt 
more Teutonic, and in both the buzz is at its brightest between 
5pm and 7pm. 
Best thing? The new lifts linking St Anton with its easy-skiing 
neighbours, Zürs and Lech. If you’re an intermediate who’s 
booked St Anton by accident, or you’ve been dragged there in a 
mixed group of more experienced friends, it’s now much easier 
to escape to gentler slopes for the day.
like this? try... 
Jackson Hole, USA: Steep slopes and heavy snow fire the spirit of 
Wyoming’s top ski resort – and it’s buzzing after the lifts close.
Ischgl, Austria: The après-ski is an even bigger deal here than in 
St Anton. The skiing’s easier, too.
Chamonix, France: A big, sprawling town at the foot of Mont 
Blanc, populated almost entirely by mountain lovers. Tough.

St. Anton am Arlberg main street
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6mériBel, FranCe 
The adrenaline-rich one 
Why it's in our top 10: Location, location, location. Okay, 
Méribel’s valley is tight and sinuous – a little too steep 

for your average skier – but if you want to glide into the world’s 
largest ski area, you’ve picked the right place here, in the heart of 
the Three Valleys lift system. Hell-for-leather slopes and decades 
of British patronage mean a partyloving vibe in Méribel Centre  
– a ribbon of chalets and hotels winding up the mountainside, 
abuzz with groups of twenty- and thirty-somethings. After a  
week you’ll be short of sleep and aching all over. But you'll bask  
in memories for months.
When’s best? January or early February for the best chance of 
cold, grippy snow. At this time of year, prices can be half their 
February half-term peak, too. Bear in mind the valley’s eastern 
side gets a lot of sun, so the snow suffers in a thaw.
What are the slopes like? You’ll be in heaven if you like bombing 
about on steeper pistes. But don’t expect all of the Three Valleys 

resorts to offer the same challenges as Méribel. Once you’ve 
feasted on local thrills such as the Combe de Vallon, and the 
Face, you’ll be happiest exploring whizzy Les Menuires, rather 
than the gentler slopes of Courchevel and Val Thorens.
When i’m bored of skiing? Every day at 2pm a forest of 
abandoned skis sprouts outside La Folie Douce (lafolie douce.
com), while DJs, dancers and fire-eaters stoke the party spirit. 
Best thing? The view from the top of Mont Vallon. Big resorts 
can feel industrial sometimes, with their chairlifts, piste-
bashers and bustle. Not here, at 2,534m, with the empty Vanoise 
National Park behind you, and that vista stretching out ahead.
like this? try… 
saalbach, austria: Ski one of its biggest networks. Then  
dance the night away. 
madonna di Campiglio, italy: Steep, scintillating slopes; 
Italian après-ski. 
Breckenridge, Usa: Denver’s HQ of winter fun come  
the weekends.

“You’ll be in heaven if 
you like bombing about 

on steeper pistes”
Skiers in the heart of the 

Three Valleys domaine
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7st anton, aUstria 
The sociable one 
Why it’s in our top 10: People make friends in St Anton, 
even if they don’t mean to. They spend the day heady 

on adrenaline, bouncing down its bump runs, and ploughing 
through its powder, and when it comes to après-ski bar they realise 
everyone else is feeling the same way. Of course, there’s nothing 
exceptional about singing in a ski bar at 5pm. But there’s a rich mix 
of nations in this pretty Tyrolean town that gives the partying an 
extra edge. Here, the British, German and Scandinavian ski worlds 
collide, and it fizzes with energy as everyone realises how much 
they have in common. Bonds that form here can last for years.
When’s best? To get full, top-to-bottom value from the slopes, 
come midwinter, in January or February. It’s busy every week of the 
season, but the south-facing pistes immediately above St Anton 
are susceptible to thaws, and on a mild day in the late season they 
can be slush-pits.
What are the slopes like? There’s a generous spread of nursery 
slopes in the suburb of Nasserein, and a few good mid-level pistes 
in the Stuben and Rendl sectors. But for the most part, St Anton’s 

waymarked runs are steep, and are regarded as a warm-up for 
the area’s legendary off-piste slopes. So save your ski-trip funds 
until you can make fluent turns on a black run. 
When i’m bored of skiing? The two key après-ski venues 
are perched, piste-side, immediately above town. The Krazy 
Kanguruh is more Brit-and-Scandi flavoured, the Mooserwirt 
more Teutonic, and in both the buzz is at its brightest between 
5pm and 7pm. 
Best thing? The new lifts linking St Anton with its easy-skiing 
neighbours, Zürs and Lech. If you’re an intermediate who’s 
booked St Anton by accident, or you’ve been dragged there in a 
mixed group of more experienced friends, it’s now much easier 
to escape to gentler slopes for the day.
like this? try... 
Jackson Hole, USA: Steep slopes and heavy snow fire the spirit of 
Wyoming’s top ski resort – and it’s buzzing after the lifts close.
Ischgl, Austria: The après-ski is an even bigger deal here than in 
St Anton. The skiing’s easier, too.
Chamonix, France: A big, sprawling town at the foot of Mont 
Blanc, populated almost entirely by mountain lovers. Tough.

St. Anton am Arlberg main street
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8tignes, FranCe 
The long-season one 
Why it’s in our top 10: Ultimately, for the altitude. 
Tignes may have a lot else going for it – fast lifts, 

pistes as wide as motorways, a sporty, go-for-it attitude 
– but what makes it special is the simple fact that it’s 
all at a thawproof height (mostly between 2,100m and 
3,400m). Usually there’s brilliant skiing on offer here 
from mid-November all the way to the end of April.
The valley in which it’s set is eye-wateringly beautiful, too. 
Yes, okay, its two main villages both host stumpy, high-rise 
apartment blocks. But you won’t care a fig for those when 
the sun comes out. Stand in the main hub of Tignes Le Lac 
and look south, and this big amphitheatre of snow seems to 
spread its arms wide in welcome. ‘This is how good winter 
in the mountains can be,’ it shouts. ‘Come and get stuck in.’ 
When’s best? An early-season trip in November: the 
glacier will be open, and – snow permitting – some of 
the best pistes, too. But don't just potter about: make 
the most of the limited terrain by learning new skills, 
courtesy of the energetic British ski school Snoworks 
(snoworks.co.uk). Or target the March/April holidays with 
the kids. As lower resorts sink knee-deep in unskiable 
slush, Tignes is almost always fast and smooth.
What are the slopes like? Tignes is home to a magnificent 
array of intermediate-friendly pistes, but they do suck 
up a lot of skiers from neighbouring Val d’Isère. In 

peak weeks (over New Year and in mid-February), stick 
to the quieter, northwestern side of the resort, where 
you’ll find picturesque Tignes-les-Brévières – a little 
village that seems to have fallen off the edge of the lift 
system. For some odd reason, hardly anyone skis there.
When i’m bored of skiing? Rather than eating in the more 
expensive mountain restaurants, canny skiers drop back into 
the villages for lunch. Tignes Le Lac is the best of the pitstops, 
thanks to its sunny strip of restaurants on the Promenade du 
Tovière. Thai chicken noodles at Tignes Cuisine are a locals’ 
favourite – cheap, filling and a refreshing change from the usual 
cheese-with-everything Savoyard schtick (tignescuisine.com).
Le Lac has the best buzz after the lifts have closed, too. 
While families are ensconced at the superb public pool 
(complete with three-lane waterslide), the unattached are 
packing onto the sundeck at the Loop – for DJ sets, guitarists 
and heaving plates of nachos (loopbartignes.com).
Best thing? Skiing from the top of the glacier, all the way 
to the village of Val Claret – on one of the broadest, most 
inviting sequences of pistes in either the Alps or the Rockies. 
It’s a little steep at the top, but the snow’s so good, anyone 
with three or four weeks under their belts will love it.
like this? try…
Val Thorens, France: Where easy, snow-sure slopes combine 
with full-throttle nightlife.
Cervinia, Italy: A sunny balcony of slopes high above the Aosta 
Valley, backed by mighty Monte Cervino (aka the Matterhorn).

L’Aiguille Percee rock 
formation in Tignes
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9 CoUrCheVel, FranCe 
The beginner’s one 
Why it’s in our top 10: The easy slopes. Courchevel is 
full of cold, deep scoops cradling some of the smoothest 

pistes in the Alps. For decades France’s elite made it their home 
– followed, spectacularly, by rich Russians in the ’90s. Now the 
mix is truly international. Wherever you’re from, if you’ve hit 
the big time, this is where you show off. But it’s not all fur coats 
and $100,000-a-week chalets. Even its one posh village (simply 
‘Courchevel’) has no-nonsense apartments. 
When’s best? After 6 Jan. When the Russians leave, holiday 
prices halve and slopes empty until 3 Feb. Then all of Paris  
rolls up for its half-term holiday, followed closely by the British, 
Dutch and Belgians.
What are the slopes like? The long, wide, easy-skiing pistes just 
above the villages of Courchevel and Courchevel Moriond make 
this resort shine (the latter are quieter). More adept skiers should 
get the day’s first lift to the Combe de la Saulire: sparse for the 
first half hour each morning, chocker after.
When i’m bored of skiing? Despite its chi-chi reputation, most 
do ski all day, fuelled by a panini from Bel Air, above the village 
of Courchevel Moriond. But it’s customary to meet friends at Les 
Airelles for its epic buffet lunch (airelles.fr) on the sundeck. Once 
lifts close, half the resort heads to the shiny Aquamotion leisure 
centre, where there’s a surf simulator and two-storey waterslide 
– oh and a spa (aqua motion-courchevel.com).
Best thing? The clutch of ski schools that, combined with 
soothing slopes, make learning stress-free. Try New  
Generation (skinewgen.com).
like this? try… 
Alpe d’Huez, France: Huge cirque of beginner pistes, if  
ugly architecture.
Winter Park, USA: Half a mountain is more or less set aside  
for beginners.
Mayrhofen, Austria: A place geared every bit as much towards 
dancing in your ski boots as learning to ski.

10 VerBier, sWitZerland 
The off-piste one 
Why it’s in our top 10: If you ski like a pro – or want 
to – this is your playground. The lift system is a beauty, 

whisking brave souls up into a nest of spiky Swiss peaks, letting 
them loose in some of the Alps’ best off-piste terrain. No hiking, no 
ski-touring – simply click into your skis and go, down long chutes 
into inviting (if avalanche-prone) powder fields. Not that you have 
to be an expert. Verbier’s stellar skiing has attracted elite instructors, 
dab hands at introducing ambitious intermediates to life beyond the 
safety of groomed snow.
When's best? New Year’s Eve for celeb sightings (Prince Harry is 
a fan). But wait for mid-January, early February or the first half of 
March when room rates drop sharply, and the mountains are quieter.
What are the slopes like? Wannabe off-pister? Join a ski school 
or hire a mountain guide. That way you won't be tempted to try 
Verbier’s ‘itineraries’, aka waymarked but ungroomed descents. 
Most self-guided skiers end up here, inching tediously among mogul 
fields, cursing the tortoise-slow descent. Don’t want to pay an 
instructor? Stick to the pistes. The best are on the northfacing side of 
the Savoleyres sector, above the village of La Tzoumaz, and on the 
other side of the valley in Bruson.
When i’m bored of skiing? Sidestep the Farinet – once the 
HQ of Verbier après-ski, but has since lost its edge. Now the 
place to toast a top day’s skiing is either the upbeat Mont Fort 
(pubmontfort.com) or seductive Le Rouge (lerouge-verbier. com). 
As the night develops, proceed to Nomad Sushi (hotelnevai.com), 
part-owned by Rob Sawyer, who gave the Farinet its original fizz. 
If you do bump into HRH Harry, it’ll be here.
Best thing? Inspiring tuition from the Warren Smith Ski 
Academy (warren smith-skiacademy.com), although you’ll likely 
get an assistant rather than Wozza himself.
like this? try... 
La Grave, France: Verbier is a staging post to this, the Alps’ 
toughest resort.
Snowbird, USA: Super-snowy, with steep slopes; it’s a nirvana  
for off-pisters.
Gressoney, Italy: Challenging skiing across three rugged valleys – 
plus heli-skiing on the Monte Rosa massif.
Inspired to travel? To book a trip, call  +971 4 316 6666  
or visit dnatatravel.com

Cheval Blanc Courchevel

Verbier’s playground awaits
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8tignes, FranCe 
The long-season one 
Why it’s in our top 10: Ultimately, for the altitude. 
Tignes may have a lot else going for it – fast lifts, 

pistes as wide as motorways, a sporty, go-for-it attitude 
– but what makes it special is the simple fact that it’s 
all at a thawproof height (mostly between 2,100m and 
3,400m). Usually there’s brilliant skiing on offer here 
from mid-November all the way to the end of April.
The valley in which it’s set is eye-wateringly beautiful, too. 
Yes, okay, its two main villages both host stumpy, high-rise 
apartment blocks. But you won’t care a fig for those when 
the sun comes out. Stand in the main hub of Tignes Le Lac 
and look south, and this big amphitheatre of snow seems to 
spread its arms wide in welcome. ‘This is how good winter 
in the mountains can be,’ it shouts. ‘Come and get stuck in.’ 
When’s best? An early-season trip in November: the 
glacier will be open, and – snow permitting – some of 
the best pistes, too. But don't just potter about: make 
the most of the limited terrain by learning new skills, 
courtesy of the energetic British ski school Snoworks 
(snoworks.co.uk). Or target the March/April holidays with 
the kids. As lower resorts sink knee-deep in unskiable 
slush, Tignes is almost always fast and smooth.
What are the slopes like? Tignes is home to a magnificent 
array of intermediate-friendly pistes, but they do suck 
up a lot of skiers from neighbouring Val d’Isère. In 

peak weeks (over New Year and in mid-February), stick 
to the quieter, northwestern side of the resort, where 
you’ll find picturesque Tignes-les-Brévières – a little 
village that seems to have fallen off the edge of the lift 
system. For some odd reason, hardly anyone skis there.
When i’m bored of skiing? Rather than eating in the more 
expensive mountain restaurants, canny skiers drop back into 
the villages for lunch. Tignes Le Lac is the best of the pitstops, 
thanks to its sunny strip of restaurants on the Promenade du 
Tovière. Thai chicken noodles at Tignes Cuisine are a locals’ 
favourite – cheap, filling and a refreshing change from the usual 
cheese-with-everything Savoyard schtick (tignescuisine.com).
Le Lac has the best buzz after the lifts have closed, too. 
While families are ensconced at the superb public pool 
(complete with three-lane waterslide), the unattached are 
packing onto the sundeck at the Loop – for DJ sets, guitarists 
and heaving plates of nachos (loopbartignes.com).
Best thing? Skiing from the top of the glacier, all the way 
to the village of Val Claret – on one of the broadest, most 
inviting sequences of pistes in either the Alps or the Rockies. 
It’s a little steep at the top, but the snow’s so good, anyone 
with three or four weeks under their belts will love it.
like this? try…
Val Thorens, France: Where easy, snow-sure slopes combine 
with full-throttle nightlife.
Cervinia, Italy: A sunny balcony of slopes high above the Aosta 
Valley, backed by mighty Monte Cervino (aka the Matterhorn).

L’Aiguille Percee rock 
formation in Tignes
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9 CoUrCheVel, FranCe 
The beginner’s one 
Why it’s in our top 10: The easy slopes. Courchevel is 
full of cold, deep scoops cradling some of the smoothest 

pistes in the Alps. For decades France’s elite made it their home 
– followed, spectacularly, by rich Russians in the ’90s. Now the 
mix is truly international. Wherever you’re from, if you’ve hit 
the big time, this is where you show off. But it’s not all fur coats 
and $100,000-a-week chalets. Even its one posh village (simply 
‘Courchevel’) has no-nonsense apartments. 
When’s best? After 6 Jan. When the Russians leave, holiday 
prices halve and slopes empty until 3 Feb. Then all of Paris  
rolls up for its half-term holiday, followed closely by the British, 
Dutch and Belgians.
What are the slopes like? The long, wide, easy-skiing pistes just 
above the villages of Courchevel and Courchevel Moriond make 
this resort shine (the latter are quieter). More adept skiers should 
get the day’s first lift to the Combe de la Saulire: sparse for the 
first half hour each morning, chocker after.
When i’m bored of skiing? Despite its chi-chi reputation, most 
do ski all day, fuelled by a panini from Bel Air, above the village 
of Courchevel Moriond. But it’s customary to meet friends at Les 
Airelles for its epic buffet lunch (airelles.fr) on the sundeck. Once 
lifts close, half the resort heads to the shiny Aquamotion leisure 
centre, where there’s a surf simulator and two-storey waterslide 
– oh and a spa (aqua motion-courchevel.com).
Best thing? The clutch of ski schools that, combined with 
soothing slopes, make learning stress-free. Try New  
Generation (skinewgen.com).
like this? try… 
Alpe d’Huez, France: Huge cirque of beginner pistes, if  
ugly architecture.
Winter Park, USA: Half a mountain is more or less set aside  
for beginners.
Mayrhofen, Austria: A place geared every bit as much towards 
dancing in your ski boots as learning to ski.

10 VerBier, sWitZerland 
The off-piste one 
Why it’s in our top 10: If you ski like a pro – or want 
to – this is your playground. The lift system is a beauty, 

whisking brave souls up into a nest of spiky Swiss peaks, letting 
them loose in some of the Alps’ best off-piste terrain. No hiking, no 
ski-touring – simply click into your skis and go, down long chutes 
into inviting (if avalanche-prone) powder fields. Not that you have 
to be an expert. Verbier’s stellar skiing has attracted elite instructors, 
dab hands at introducing ambitious intermediates to life beyond the 
safety of groomed snow.
When's best? New Year’s Eve for celeb sightings (Prince Harry is 
a fan). But wait for mid-January, early February or the first half of 
March when room rates drop sharply, and the mountains are quieter.
What are the slopes like? Wannabe off-pister? Join a ski school 
or hire a mountain guide. That way you won't be tempted to try 
Verbier’s ‘itineraries’, aka waymarked but ungroomed descents. 
Most self-guided skiers end up here, inching tediously among mogul 
fields, cursing the tortoise-slow descent. Don’t want to pay an 
instructor? Stick to the pistes. The best are on the northfacing side of 
the Savoleyres sector, above the village of La Tzoumaz, and on the 
other side of the valley in Bruson.
When i’m bored of skiing? Sidestep the Farinet – once the 
HQ of Verbier après-ski, but has since lost its edge. Now the 
place to toast a top day’s skiing is either the upbeat Mont Fort 
(pubmontfort.com) or seductive Le Rouge (lerouge-verbier. com). 
As the night develops, proceed to Nomad Sushi (hotelnevai.com), 
part-owned by Rob Sawyer, who gave the Farinet its original fizz. 
If you do bump into HRH Harry, it’ll be here.
Best thing? Inspiring tuition from the Warren Smith Ski 
Academy (warren smith-skiacademy.com), although you’ll likely 
get an assistant rather than Wozza himself.
like this? try... 
La Grave, France: Verbier is a staging post to this, the Alps’ 
toughest resort.
Snowbird, USA: Super-snowy, with steep slopes; it’s a nirvana  
for off-pisters.
Gressoney, Italy: Challenging skiing across three rugged valleys – 
plus heli-skiing on the Monte Rosa massif.
Inspired to travel? To book a trip, call  +971 4 316 6666  
or visit dnatatravel.com

Cheval Blanc Courchevel

Verbier’s playground awaits



Want to wander Machu Picchu without 
the tourist hordes? Sally Howard shares 

the secrets of this bucket-list favourite so 
you, too, can have the Andes Mountain 

wonder all to yourself
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Machu Picchu at sunrise

promise
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“I think Paddertin was saying hello,” 
relates our guide Maria, lifting 
her arms and forming claws of 
her fingers in demonstration.

We're on-board the Hiram Bingham, one of 
the antique Pullman trains that ply the final 
leg of the journey to Machu Picchu and, as 
the train-car chugs its susurrating hiss-
ker-choo, an Andean meal is being served, 
in a wobbly and well-meaning fashion, 
over optimistically white tablecloths. 
The view through the window is sublime: 
the bottle greens of the jungle unfolding 
like a magician’s cape beneath Andean 
escarpments ruffed with white mist.

On this same route a week ago, Maria 
tells us, a short-faced bear rose up six 
feet on his furry hind legs, window-side, 
paws aloft. Indeed, half a dozen times in 
the past month passengers on this same 
train were tucking into their Incan five-
potato salads when the bear we know as 
Paddington put on a private performance.

“Was he eating marmalade?” 
enquires my boyfriend Tim. 

“Nooo. The, how you say it? 
Paddytons, eat bromelias,” replies 
Maria, after a bemused beat. “And 
mangoes, but only the mango skins”. 

The cult British kids’ book is practically 
unknown in the country whose native 
ursines inspired it. But then, who needs 
a fictional bear in red wellies when you 
have the real thing? Peru’s Spectacled bears 
(real name) – with their expressive faces 
and toddler-like gait – are increasingly 
coming down from the mountains 
and into contact with Machu Picchu-
bound tourists as avocado farmers 
encroach on their mountain habitat.

And bear sightings aren’t the only 
sign of rapid change in this deep-green 
nook where the Peruvian Andes meet the 
‘eyebrow of the Amazon’ (as they call it in 
these parts). Machu Picchu is witnessing a 
tourist boom that lands more than a million 
arrivals at its UNESCO-listed site each 
year (2016 saw a record high 1.4 million 
arrive). In 2014 a tourist was even said to 
have been hospitalised in the scramble 
to reach the Temple of the Sun for that 
lusted-after sunrise shot. Since then, the 
Government has installed new entrance-
gate surveillance cameras, and as of July 
all visitors are now led by an official tour 
guide and on site for a specific time period 
– between 6am-noon, or noon-5.50pm. 
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us, heads ducked, through a warren of 
connected stone rooms. Suddenly, a power-
cut-dark passageway opens out onto what 
was once the balcony of a 15th-century 
Incan stonecutter’s home and we’re greeted 
with gorgeous, unbroken panoramas 
of the temples and valleys beyond.

Nothing prepares you for your first 
sight of Machu Picchu in its entirety: those 
photogenic walls and terraces curving, 
improbably, to the plunging contours 
of a 2,430m-high mountain ridge; those 
deep-blue peaks – with old-man Machu, the 
sharp-shouldered Wayna Picchu, wreathed 
in spectral mist. Today, in the buttery 
light of late afternoon, those terraced 

“The bottle greens 
of the jungle 

unfolding like a 
magician’s cape 
beneath Andean 

escarpments 
ruffed with  
white mist”

greens shade off into gauzy, blue-gold 
horizons and an Andean condor seem 
to capture our mood as he casts sinuous 
aerial arabesques across the scene.

We all fall silent, appreciatively. Until 
Tim breaks the spell: “Aha… aaaachoooo!” 
He bats at a mosquito that’s dancing its 
own, inelegant pirouette beneath his left 
nostril. Peruvians take delight in their 
ectoparasites’ predilection for white-
gringo flesh. Maria, who’s no exception, 
has her own theory. Through a generous 
mouthful of jerky she confides that 
discrete ‘teams’ of mozzies besiege the 
jungle air here at different times of the 
day. At this gilded hour, we’ve chanced 
upon the A team: silent, sand-fly-like 
bugs with a vampiric appetite for new 
blood. Still, if they put off the crowds of 
chattering tourists, it’s a small price to pay 
for having Machu Picchu all to ourselves.

Apart, that is, from Tad, whom we 
find on our walk, doubled over and 
arms outstretched. “Dudes: I'm doing 
the condor!” he announces, unsolicited. 
Backpacker Tad is fresh from the Inca Trail: 
the four-day trek through high Andean 
mountain passes (from the Sacred Valley 
to Machu Picchu) that’s South America’s 
most famous, and most hiked, hike. “Man, 

“All the tour companies say ‘Machu 
Picchu at sunrise, Machu Picchu at sunrise’,” 
tuts Maria, as we step off the train into 
the roasted-corn aromas and mercantile 
bustle of the site’s gateway town of Aguas 
Calientes. “Pah! That's the worst time to go.” 
Maria is our secret weapon. A “mestizo”, or 
half Incan “black-blood”, Maria has picked 
about the old Inca trails since she was in 
ponytails. Today, chain-munching alpaca-
jerky as her tiny frame bobs up and down 
in lipstick and trekking shoes, she’s our 
ticket to seeing the old citadel in peace.

Our home for two nights is Inkaterra 
Machu Picchu Pueblo Lodge, a cluster of 
luxury casitas at the jungle-fronded edge 
of Aguas Calientes. Dismissed by some 
as a necessary evil en route to Machu 
Picchu, this frontier town is, in fact, 
rather charming – its jostling shops and 
cafés do sell selfie sticks and sunhats, but 
also regional handicrafts and indigenous 
cuisine, such as lomo saltado (spiced beef 
with chips) and fat-kernelled corn, baked 
until smoky sweet. And bedding down 
here, Maria advises, is the only way to steal 
a march on the Machu Picchu hordes.

Despite the brochures’ promises, 
there’s really no way of seeing Machu 
Picchu at sunrise without the crowds. 
Or, moreover, at sunset, since the site 
shuts at 5.30pm, and twilight – thanks 
to the equatorial latitude – cloaks these 
storied hills at around 6pm year-round.

But there is a secret sweet spot, says 
Maria. At the casita, we follow her sunny 
injunction to kit up – walking shoes, hat, 
those perennial wellies – and catch a late 
bus up the rutted, switchback road to 
the citadel's main gate. Most of Machu 
Picchu’s daily visitors pour through this 
gate between 6am and 10am. Maria, clearly 
worth her weight in jerky, lands us here at 
half past four in the afternoon, when the 
crowds are thinning out in anticipation 
of hot showers and sundowners. We 
breeze through the turnstile in minutes.

She leads us, at a rapid gait, past all the 
Machu Picchu icons – the grassy parade 
of Incan garden terraces, the muscular 
stolidity of the Principal Temple and 
enigmatic rounds of the Temple of the 
Sun, whose windows survey the site like 
brooding eyes – and on to the densely 
packed ruins of the ancient industrial zone 
at the eastern edge of the site. Here, with 
no other tourists in sight, she beckons 

Belmond’s Hiram Bingham
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“Puffy white 
clouds drifted 
overhead like 

zeppelins, casting 
slow shadows”
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it was busy,” he says, nose to the ground. 
“I guess all the baby boomers are doing 
the big one before they, you know, bite the 
big one. Ha ha!” I raise eyebrows at Tim. 
Had we made the same popular trek, we’d 
have had to put up with countless Tads.

Thank goodness for Maria. When we walk 
on across the site we discover its showpiece 
attractions deserted: the atmospheric 
natural rock cave of the Royal Tomb, and 
the Temple of the Sun, its stones finely 
wrought by ancient, anonymous hands.

Next day, there’s no hurry to rise, as 
Maria has something better in store 
for us than a trip back up to Machu for 
the oversubscribed sunrise. So, after a 
leisurely breakfast of Andean anise bread 
and jungle-fruit marmalades (no sign of 
molestation by bespectacled bears), we’re 
back at the citadel gate for the Intipunku 
trail. Intipunku, or Sun Gate, forms a 
notch on the southern horizon of the 
Machu Picchu site. It's the point of entry 
for trekkers on the Inca Trail and a fine 
half-day hike in itself: less hair-raising 
than the vertiginous climb up the peak 
of Wayna Picchu, but more of a challenge 
than the other, more popular, day-trek: 
the 30-minute amble along the cliff-
path trail to the old Incan drawbridge.

Despite the influx of travellers to 
Machu Picchu, the ancient Inca city 

retains an air of mystery 

The stone structures built by 
the Incas were incorporated 

into natural rock
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us, heads ducked, through a warren of 
connected stone rooms. Suddenly, a power-
cut-dark passageway opens out onto what 
was once the balcony of a 15th-century 
Incan stonecutter’s home and we’re greeted 
with gorgeous, unbroken panoramas 
of the temples and valleys beyond.

Nothing prepares you for your first 
sight of Machu Picchu in its entirety: those 
photogenic walls and terraces curving, 
improbably, to the plunging contours 
of a 2,430m-high mountain ridge; those 
deep-blue peaks – with old-man Machu, the 
sharp-shouldered Wayna Picchu, wreathed 
in spectral mist. Today, in the buttery 
light of late afternoon, those terraced 
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greens shade off into gauzy, blue-gold 
horizons and an Andean condor seem 
to capture our mood as he casts sinuous 
aerial arabesques across the scene.

We all fall silent, appreciatively. Until 
Tim breaks the spell: “Aha… aaaachoooo!” 
He bats at a mosquito that’s dancing its 
own, inelegant pirouette beneath his left 
nostril. Peruvians take delight in their 
ectoparasites’ predilection for white-
gringo flesh. Maria, who’s no exception, 
has her own theory. Through a generous 
mouthful of jerky she confides that 
discrete ‘teams’ of mozzies besiege the 
jungle air here at different times of the 
day. At this gilded hour, we’ve chanced 
upon the A team: silent, sand-fly-like 
bugs with a vampiric appetite for new 
blood. Still, if they put off the crowds of 
chattering tourists, it’s a small price to pay 
for having Machu Picchu all to ourselves.

Apart, that is, from Tad, whom we 
find on our walk, doubled over and 
arms outstretched. “Dudes: I'm doing 
the condor!” he announces, unsolicited. 
Backpacker Tad is fresh from the Inca Trail: 
the four-day trek through high Andean 
mountain passes (from the Sacred Valley 
to Machu Picchu) that’s South America’s 
most famous, and most hiked, hike. “Man, 

“All the tour companies say ‘Machu 
Picchu at sunrise, Machu Picchu at sunrise’,” 
tuts Maria, as we step off the train into 
the roasted-corn aromas and mercantile 
bustle of the site’s gateway town of Aguas 
Calientes. “Pah! That's the worst time to go.” 
Maria is our secret weapon. A “mestizo”, or 
half Incan “black-blood”, Maria has picked 
about the old Inca trails since she was in 
ponytails. Today, chain-munching alpaca-
jerky as her tiny frame bobs up and down 
in lipstick and trekking shoes, she’s our 
ticket to seeing the old citadel in peace.

Our home for two nights is Inkaterra 
Machu Picchu Pueblo Lodge, a cluster of 
luxury casitas at the jungle-fronded edge 
of Aguas Calientes. Dismissed by some 
as a necessary evil en route to Machu 
Picchu, this frontier town is, in fact, 
rather charming – its jostling shops and 
cafés do sell selfie sticks and sunhats, but 
also regional handicrafts and indigenous 
cuisine, such as lomo saltado (spiced beef 
with chips) and fat-kernelled corn, baked 
until smoky sweet. And bedding down 
here, Maria advises, is the only way to steal 
a march on the Machu Picchu hordes.

Despite the brochures’ promises, 
there’s really no way of seeing Machu 
Picchu at sunrise without the crowds. 
Or, moreover, at sunset, since the site 
shuts at 5.30pm, and twilight – thanks 
to the equatorial latitude – cloaks these 
storied hills at around 6pm year-round.

But there is a secret sweet spot, says 
Maria. At the casita, we follow her sunny 
injunction to kit up – walking shoes, hat, 
those perennial wellies – and catch a late 
bus up the rutted, switchback road to 
the citadel's main gate. Most of Machu 
Picchu’s daily visitors pour through this 
gate between 6am and 10am. Maria, clearly 
worth her weight in jerky, lands us here at 
half past four in the afternoon, when the 
crowds are thinning out in anticipation 
of hot showers and sundowners. We 
breeze through the turnstile in minutes.

She leads us, at a rapid gait, past all the 
Machu Picchu icons – the grassy parade 
of Incan garden terraces, the muscular 
stolidity of the Principal Temple and 
enigmatic rounds of the Temple of the 
Sun, whose windows survey the site like 
brooding eyes – and on to the densely 
packed ruins of the ancient industrial zone 
at the eastern edge of the site. Here, with 
no other tourists in sight, she beckons 
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it was busy,” he says, nose to the ground. 
“I guess all the baby boomers are doing 
the big one before they, you know, bite the 
big one. Ha ha!” I raise eyebrows at Tim. 
Had we made the same popular trek, we’d 
have had to put up with countless Tads.

Thank goodness for Maria. When we walk 
on across the site we discover its showpiece 
attractions deserted: the atmospheric 
natural rock cave of the Royal Tomb, and 
the Temple of the Sun, its stones finely 
wrought by ancient, anonymous hands.

Next day, there’s no hurry to rise, as 
Maria has something better in store 
for us than a trip back up to Machu for 
the oversubscribed sunrise. So, after a 
leisurely breakfast of Andean anise bread 
and jungle-fruit marmalades (no sign of 
molestation by bespectacled bears), we’re 
back at the citadel gate for the Intipunku 
trail. Intipunku, or Sun Gate, forms a 
notch on the southern horizon of the 
Machu Picchu site. It's the point of entry 
for trekkers on the Inca Trail and a fine 
half-day hike in itself: less hair-raising 
than the vertiginous climb up the peak 
of Wayna Picchu, but more of a challenge 
than the other, more popular, day-trek: 
the 30-minute amble along the cliff-
path trail to the old Incan drawbridge.

Despite the influx of travellers to 
Machu Picchu, the ancient Inca city 

retains an air of mystery 

The stone structures built by 
the Incas were incorporated 

into natural rock
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Most trekkers time their arrival at the 
Sun Gate for sunrise, but we’ve set off at 
lunchtime to avoid the bucket-listers. At 
this hour, shimmying green lizards and 
butterflies – white-green specimens as 
big as gentlemen's handkerchiefs – are 
our main companions on the trail. Fifteen 
minutes in, we pop out at the viewpoint 
for one of the most famous vistas back 
over the citadel. Here, tame llamas nuzzle 
the trail backpacks left unattended 
as their owners gaze at the view.

“Jhrrkkki?” Maria offers us with a glottal 
emphasis that suggests a sizeable butterfly 
has lodged itself in her larynx. A nearby 
llama jealously regards the packet in her 
hand. “Jerky is actually a Quechuan word, 
and an Incan invention,” she continues. 
“The Incans created it for their messenger 
boys to eat when they walked these trails.”

It’s not just the jerky that the 
conquistadors took east. The Spanish left 
an epidemic of smallpox, but took the 
Incan gold – stripped and smelted the 
dazzling yellow metal that decorated Incan 
temples to fatten the coffers in Madrid. 
Some academics speculate it was this 
loss of wealth and the drop in population 
from the pox, that led to Machu Picchu's 
abandonment. “They took our gold and 
our jerky,” muses Maria, as we regain a 
trail that's flush with wild orchids and the 
ochre bromelias the bears find so tasty. 

Peru’s colonial inheritance is a matter 
of live debate in public life. The popularity 
of Machu Picchu has made Peruvians 
like Maria proud of their Incan blood. 

We reach Sun Gate in the early afternoon, 
taking a seat on the sun-warmed stone 
plinth in front of the gate's tumbledown 
arch. It’s here the Inca Trail-walkers 
arrive, broad-smiled and sweaty, to their 
first glimpse of Machu Picchu. Today, 
two straggling hikers sit here, aching 
legs dangling over the stone steps. It's 
a month before the rainy season and 
short bursts of rainfall have created 
double-bowed rainbows that straddle 
the sun-dappled clouds. I feast my eyes, 
for the last time, on those mystical 
greens. Next to me, one of the walkers 
wipes away a tear with a dusty sleeve.

A couple of days later we are in the 
Sacred Valley. A woman wearing the 
peculiar Andean headpiece that looks 
like a Victorian clerk’s bowler hat bears 
down on us with a menacing expression. 

In her hand there’s a skinned guinea pig 
on a stick, which she thrusts through the 
car window, importuning: “Cuy? Cuy?” as 
Carlos, our taxi driver, recoils beneath his 
waxed quiff. It wasn’t quite the welcome 
we’d expected in the Sacred Valley, the lush 
green dent 40km east of Machu Picchu 
that’s home to the regional capital, Cuzco, 
and sleepy resorts where the hikers come 
to unkink after the mountain trails.

Urubamba, the village we’re passing 
through, is famous for guinea pig, the 
dish Quechuan people consider sacred 
and some tourists consider an extreme 
sport challenge. Maria declares this 
“stupido”, pointing out that Peruvians were 
nibbling on these rodents a millennium 
before Britons adopted them as pets.

We’re headed for the gorgeous luxury 
ranch lodge Sol y Luna, where we’ve 
heard that there may be a famous face 
in residence. Katy Perry – sporting a 
bobble-hat and sunglasses the size of 
car windscreens – had been in our train 

carriage on the way back down from 
Aguas Calientes, making a racket with 
her entourage. There had been talk that 
Machu Picchu had stayed open late to allow 
the pop star to view the site at sunset, 
but two days later we were gratified 
to discover that she'd been granted no 
red-carpet treatment. In fact, with no 
Maria to smooth her path, Perry had seen 
the citadel with the sunrise crowds.

That evening we slink into the private 
hot-tub in our Sol y Luna casita. The air’s 
sweet with the smell of eucalyptus-wood 
fires, and we watch hummingbirds glowing 
brilliantly in the low evening sun. Tomorrow 
it’s on to Lima for a day of Pisco Sours and 
ceviche and, reluctantly, our connection 
home. We had set out to do the bucket-list 
Machu Picchu in peace. And, despite the 
odds, we’d done it. We’d had Machu Picchu all 
to ourselves, in all of its heart-in-the mouth 
and tear-in-the-eye glory. 
Inspired to travel? To book a trip, call  
+971 4 316 6666 or visit dnatatravel.com

“I feast my eyes, for the last time, on 
those mystical greens. Next to me,  

one of the walkers wipes away a tear 
with a dusty sleeve”

The Café at Inkaterra Machu 
Picchu Pueblo Lodge
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A Deluxe Casita at Sol y Luna

Free-roaming llamas often interact with hikers

A local souvenir seller in the Urubamba Valley
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Most trekkers time their arrival at the 
Sun Gate for sunrise, but we’ve set off at 
lunchtime to avoid the bucket-listers. At 
this hour, shimmying green lizards and 
butterflies – white-green specimens as 
big as gentlemen's handkerchiefs – are 
our main companions on the trail. Fifteen 
minutes in, we pop out at the viewpoint 
for one of the most famous vistas back 
over the citadel. Here, tame llamas nuzzle 
the trail backpacks left unattended 
as their owners gaze at the view.

“Jhrrkkki?” Maria offers us with a glottal 
emphasis that suggests a sizeable butterfly 
has lodged itself in her larynx. A nearby 
llama jealously regards the packet in her 
hand. “Jerky is actually a Quechuan word, 
and an Incan invention,” she continues. 
“The Incans created it for their messenger 
boys to eat when they walked these trails.”

It’s not just the jerky that the 
conquistadors took east. The Spanish left 
an epidemic of smallpox, but took the 
Incan gold – stripped and smelted the 
dazzling yellow metal that decorated Incan 
temples to fatten the coffers in Madrid. 
Some academics speculate it was this 
loss of wealth and the drop in population 
from the pox, that led to Machu Picchu's 
abandonment. “They took our gold and 
our jerky,” muses Maria, as we regain a 
trail that's flush with wild orchids and the 
ochre bromelias the bears find so tasty. 

Peru’s colonial inheritance is a matter 
of live debate in public life. The popularity 
of Machu Picchu has made Peruvians 
like Maria proud of their Incan blood. 

We reach Sun Gate in the early afternoon, 
taking a seat on the sun-warmed stone 
plinth in front of the gate's tumbledown 
arch. It’s here the Inca Trail-walkers 
arrive, broad-smiled and sweaty, to their 
first glimpse of Machu Picchu. Today, 
two straggling hikers sit here, aching 
legs dangling over the stone steps. It's 
a month before the rainy season and 
short bursts of rainfall have created 
double-bowed rainbows that straddle 
the sun-dappled clouds. I feast my eyes, 
for the last time, on those mystical 
greens. Next to me, one of the walkers 
wipes away a tear with a dusty sleeve.

A couple of days later we are in the 
Sacred Valley. A woman wearing the 
peculiar Andean headpiece that looks 
like a Victorian clerk’s bowler hat bears 
down on us with a menacing expression. 

In her hand there’s a skinned guinea pig 
on a stick, which she thrusts through the 
car window, importuning: “Cuy? Cuy?” as 
Carlos, our taxi driver, recoils beneath his 
waxed quiff. It wasn’t quite the welcome 
we’d expected in the Sacred Valley, the lush 
green dent 40km east of Machu Picchu 
that’s home to the regional capital, Cuzco, 
and sleepy resorts where the hikers come 
to unkink after the mountain trails.

Urubamba, the village we’re passing 
through, is famous for guinea pig, the 
dish Quechuan people consider sacred 
and some tourists consider an extreme 
sport challenge. Maria declares this 
“stupido”, pointing out that Peruvians were 
nibbling on these rodents a millennium 
before Britons adopted them as pets.

We’re headed for the gorgeous luxury 
ranch lodge Sol y Luna, where we’ve 
heard that there may be a famous face 
in residence. Katy Perry – sporting a 
bobble-hat and sunglasses the size of 
car windscreens – had been in our train 

carriage on the way back down from 
Aguas Calientes, making a racket with 
her entourage. There had been talk that 
Machu Picchu had stayed open late to allow 
the pop star to view the site at sunset, 
but two days later we were gratified 
to discover that she'd been granted no 
red-carpet treatment. In fact, with no 
Maria to smooth her path, Perry had seen 
the citadel with the sunrise crowds.

That evening we slink into the private 
hot-tub in our Sol y Luna casita. The air’s 
sweet with the smell of eucalyptus-wood 
fires, and we watch hummingbirds glowing 
brilliantly in the low evening sun. Tomorrow 
it’s on to Lima for a day of Pisco Sours and 
ceviche and, reluctantly, our connection 
home. We had set out to do the bucket-list 
Machu Picchu in peace. And, despite the 
odds, we’d done it. We’d had Machu Picchu all 
to ourselves, in all of its heart-in-the mouth 
and tear-in-the-eye glory. 
Inspired to travel? To book a trip, call  
+971 4 316 6666 or visit dnatatravel.com

“I feast my eyes, for the last time, on 
those mystical greens. Next to me,  

one of the walkers wipes away a tear 
with a dusty sleeve”

The Café at Inkaterra Machu 
Picchu Pueblo Lodge
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Free-roaming llamas often interact with hikers

A local souvenir seller in the Urubamba Valley



The Thatcher family brave the 16-hour flight from 
Dubai to Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando in 

search of a magical bonding experience 

Words: John Thatcher
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Fireworks over  
Magic Kingdom Park

of magic
It’s a kind
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A shrug of the shoulders. One 
nonchalant gesture which, to me at 
least, conveyed so very much more 
than its intention. To my eight-year-

old daughter Aerin, her shrug merely said she was 
not in the least bit bothered about the prospect of 
meeting Frozen’s Anna and Elsa on our impending 
trip to Walt Disney World Resort in Orlando. To 
me, however, it signaled the passing of another 
stage in the relentless march towards her tweens, 
and this stage really resonated with me. 

I remember Aerin singing ‘Let It Go’ so often I 
contemplated letting go of my own life to escape 
it. Now it’s Justin Bieber’s ‘Despacito’ she sings on 
loop, making me wish I really had let go. No father 
wants to see his daughter rebound from a love 
affair with a Disney princess into the tattooed 
arms of Bieber.

If my wish upon a star was to slow things down 
in the case of Aerin, it was to expedite them in 
the case of Pandora, my six year old. She has not 
so much a comfort zone as a comfort skin, so 
tight are the boundaries she has set herself. Her 
timidity has thus far proved a real challenge – it 
took the best part of a month before she felt brave 
enough to stroke our fluff ball pet kitten.

The required antidote in both cases was the 
kind of magic only Disney delivers. Yet the 
first sprinkling of fairy dust came courtesy of 
our Florida home for the next eight days, Four 
Seasons Resort Orlando at Walt Disney World 
Resort. There to greet my girls as we entered our 
room was a sparkly wand, fluffy crown and star-
studded skirt, one for each laid out on the edge of 
their beds. They were in them within seconds. 

If that curried instant favour with the kids, 
the room did likewise with my wife and I – an 
expansive Park View Suite, dressed in the 
understated elegance common to Four Seasons 
properties and comprising two full marble 
bathrooms and a full-sized living and dining 
room, leading off from the grand bedroom. Best 
of all, a huge terrace runs the length of the suite, 
from where you have an envious and private view 
of the nightly fireworks that burst into colour 
above Disneyworld. A daily wrap for the kids, 
which betters any bedtime story you can muster. 

My previous experience of a Disney hotel, 
in Paris, wasn’t quite so magical, having been 
accidentally locked out of our minibar following 
a 12-hour day in the park. It was a bit like being 
deprived a seat after finishing a marathon. 

There was no chance of such a thing happening 
here. For a start, this resort is a world away from 
what your mind’s eye may initially picture when 
you think of a Disney hotel – but a mere ten-
minute coach ride away from Magic Kingdom. 

This is a sophisticated luxury resort first and 
foremost, with the Disney magic conjured upon 
request. That means that you can book your 
daughter into the outstanding spa, from which 
she will emerge a Disney princess, replete with  
a custom dress, hairstyle and crystal tiara.  
Or reserve a table for the twice-weekly character 
breakfast, to which Mickey, Minnie and  
Goofy devote two hours engaging every child  
in the room. 

It was the latter that proved Disney had started 
to wield the magic I had wished for. Thoughts of 
Bieber were far from Aerin’s mind as she cuddled 

“Our motorbike-
like seats, moved to 

mimic the feel  
of riding on the back 

of a banshee as it 
flies down sheer-
drop mountains”

Big Thunder Mountain Railroad

Na’vi River Journey at  
Disney’s Animal Kingdom
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Minnie, high-fived Goofy, and posed, her  
face alight with a wide smile, for pictures  
with Mickey.

Fairy dust
Not long after, the resort’s fairies left another 
gift in our room: an envelope slipped under 
our door. I opened it and read its contents 
aloud, stopping at the words ‘VIP Tour’ to smile 
broadly. The letter further detailed how, next 
morning, we would be collected in a private car 
by our tour guide Maureen, a Disney employee. 
Maureen would be with us for 12 hours, during 
which time she would escort us to the Fast 
Pass line of any ride in any of the four parks we 
wanted to go on, when we wanted to go on it. 

Having Maureen on our side was an 
advantage akin to adding Lionel Messi to your 
office five-a-side team. Not for us a place in 
line alongside Regular Joe and his family at the 
entrance to the park’s gates, oh no. Maureen’s 
car pulled into the staff carpark, situated behind 
the scenes. We would enter the park via the 
character entrance, secret door like, emerging 
into the very heart of the action, and yes, feeling 
rather smug about it. 

“Where do you want to go first?” asked 
Maureen, in that ever-excitable Disney manner. 
“Avatar, please”, was our unified and equally 
enthusiastic answer. 

One of Disney’s latest attractions, The World 
of Avatar is based in the Animal Kingdom, 
where a mini Pandora – spectacular at night 
– has been created in honour of my youngest 
daughter, or so we told her so that she’d feel 
indebted to Disney and try the ride, in spite  
of her fears. 

It helped that we did the Na’vi River Journey 
first, a gentle boat ride through a fluorescent 
rainforest, so Pandora was just about happy 
enough to heed our advice and ride the more 
adventurous Avatar Flight of Passage. Maureen 
ensured we skipped the two-hour long line so 
that within five minutes we had mounted our 
individual motorbike-like seats, which would 
move to mimic the feel of riding on the back of a 
banshee as it flies down sheer-drop mountains, 
through waterfalls, and into combat with 
another larger, rogue and very angry banshee. 
It’s an immersive ride, one quick to dupe your 
brain into thinking you’re really doing the 
things on screen as your bike tilts and shudders, 
and it’s absolutely exhilarating. 

Once the ride had ended, my immediate 
thought was to comfort Pandora, whom I 
assumed to be close to, or in, tears. Still fresh 
in my mind was last year’s visit to Disneyland 

Mickey Mouse
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in California, where we promised Pandora 
that she’d love the Indiana Jones ride. She 
didn’t. Neither did Aerin. Both exited the 
ride visibly shocked, in tears, and probably 
emotionally scarred for life.  

Not so this time. Not only did Pandora 
squeal her delight, she asked Maureen to 
take us straight back to the front of the line 
so we could do it again, thus saving what 
was now a three-hour wait in line (did I tell 
you how much we loved Maureen?) 

My shrinking violet had blossomed. 
Hand in hand with Maureen, our little 
thrill-seeker then led us onto the big hitters; 
Splash Mountain, Seven Dwarfs Mine Train 
and Big Thunder Mountain Railroad, rides 
I wouldn’t have dreamed of seeing her on 
only hours earlier. Only Space Mountain 
eluded her, and only because I was too 
scared to join her on it.

As for my little Belieber, Disney’s spell 
had well and truly been cast in my favour. 
Maureen ensured Aerin had a meet and 
greet with any princess she chose (pretty 
much all of them) and arranged for us to 
have dinner with The Beast in his castle 
(not Donald in The White House, I hasten 
to add), for which prior reservations must 
be made, sometimes months in advance. 

Thrills and spills 
I don’t know how much Maureen cost, but 
I’d consider no amount of money too much. 
As she waved her goodbyes and hugged the 
girls tightly, I wanted to hug her myself. 
And never let go. I wanted to bring her 
home to Dubai so she can usher my car to 
the front of the queue when in rush hour 
traffic. Imagine having Maureen when 
you have to register at DEWA, or when 
fruitlessly searching for a parking space  
at The Dubai Mall? 

I woke next morning unsure if I could 
face the day without Maureen. What would 

become of me having to spend the best 
part of two hours in line for Big Thunder 
Mountain Railroad to satisfy Pandora’s 
newfound lust for danger? I decided I 
needed at least a day to mourn the ending  
of our relationship, an unforgettable  
12-hour fling, which then encouraged us  
to adopt a policy of spending one day in,  
one day out of Disneyworld’s parks for  
our six remaining days.

It worked a treat. Our days off were 
spent cocooned within the Four Seasons 
resort, enjoying its myriad attractions 
Each morning we would slap on our 
sunblock and head straight to the resort’s 
lazy river, before taking to its twin water 
slides down which riders shoot at speed 
– Pandora loved it. The girls would then 
head to the kids’ club, where they’d be 
entertained inside (The Hideout, which 
houses pinball machines and the very 
latest in gaming) and out (Explorer 
Island, home to a splash pad, rock 
climbing wall and those aforementioned 
slides). My wife and I would then 
occasionally bask in the serenity of the 
adults’ only pool, before we all gathered 
together again to munch on popcorn 
while watching a Disney movie, screened 
alfresco by the family pool. 

Dinner at the Spanish-influenced 
steakhouse Capa was so good we ate there 
thrice, enjoying inventive sharing plates 
that would grace the menu of anywhere 
you care to mention. It also dishes up a 
wonderful view of those Disney fireworks 
from its terrace. 

All the while you felt the resort was your 
own to enjoy, a private playground you’d 
chosen to share with a few other in-the-
knows, a feeling heightened by its setting 
– secluded, aside a natural everglades 
sanctuary and flanked by woodland. It’s the 
perfect respite from the unrelenting buzz  
of Disney’s parks.  

We had been to and enjoyed all of the four 
parks, which with our park hopper tickets 
we were free to move between during 
the day. But for our last day at Disney we 
decided to do Magic Kingdom only. 

To help alleviate wait-in-line time you  
can hold three fast passes, but once all are 
used you can hold only one at any one time. 
As if by magic, Pandora opted to use her 
final pass for a third ride on Big Thunder 
Mountain Railroad, Aerin using hers to 
meet Anna and Elsa. Both were happy ever 
after.  Thanks Mickey.
Inspired to travel? To book a trip, call  
+971 4 316 6666 or visit dnatatravel.com

“Our days off were 
spent cocooned 
within the Four 
Seasons resort, 

enjoying its myriad 
attractions”

Water slides at Four Seasons 
Resort Orlando at Walt Disney 
World Resort
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Drifters Lazy River Pool at 
Four Seasons Resort Orlando 
at Walt Disney World Resort
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Weekends
There’s a loT you can do  

in jusT a few days

Cyprus calling
With its golden shores, rugged landscapes and compelling 
culture, Cyprus encapsulates the history of the Eastern 
Mediterranean in one bite-sized package – making it your perfect 
weekend esccape. Enjoy a late summer break exploring its 57 Blue 
Flag beaches all surrounded by the crystal-clear waters. However, 
should you be looking for more adventure, head inland in search 
of the country’s lush valleys and undulating mountains. They’re 
ideal landscapes for hiking, biking and, as it gets closer to winter, 
even skiing. And don’t miss the chance to savour the mouth-
watering, exotic blends of Greek and Middle Eastern flavours that 
make up the famous Cypriot cuisine.  
Find out more at visitcyrpus.com

Coral Beach, Paphos
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While Muscat has seen plenty of 
modernisation over the last 
couple of decades, it has deep 

roots in its Arabian and Islamic heritage. 
Set in the east of the Arabian Peninsula, 
with over 3,100km of coastline, Oman 
is also very much a country sculpted by 
the sea – and its capital city’s busy ports 
and lively fish markets are testament to 
its long maritime heritage. Meanwhile, 
on craggy ridges and cliff tops, you can 
see ancient towers and forts overlooking 
the city. Whether you want to dive into 
that history, check out the shopping 
opportunities in a mega mall, or simply 
relax at a five-star seaside hotel, this 
weekend destination has something for 
everyone to discover.

Oman’s sprawling capital welcomes an increasing number of visitors each year, drawn 
by its dramatic coastal setting and marriage of ancient and modern lifestyles

Your guide to: MuSCAt

MINI BREAK
Arabesque detail at  
Royal Opera House Muscat

Mutrah harbour at sunset
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weekendS Muscat

CULTURE TRIP
Regal opera
The last six years have seen an array of international 
artists perform at Royal Opera House Muscat often 
with short-but-sweet runs as part of international 
tours. As well as opera, this grand space hosts ballet, 
jazz, musicals and concerts of almost every kind. 
Before the end of 2017, it will host L’occasione Fa Il 
Ladro, an opera by Gioachino Rossini, and Cinderella 
performed by Ballet de l’Opéra de Lyon.
rohmuscat.org.com
 
Mega mosque
The stats surrounding the Sultan Qaboos Grand 
Mosque (it’s one of the largest anywhere in the world) 
do little to convey the sense of awe that comes with 
standing inside it. Over 20,000 worshippers can 
visit during prayer time, but more often it’s open 
for guided tours and solo visitors. Opened in 2001, it 
looks and feels altogether more ancient.

Culture corner
Few attractions are quite as old as they appear in 
Muscat’s harbour district, but the bay has been used 
for centuries and has almost always been at the heart 
of the city. To that end, Bait Al Zubair aims to gather 
some the key elements of Muscat and wider Omani 
history in a beautifully presented museum. There 
are six separate buildings in total, all filled with 
fascinating Arab artefacts. Onsite Gallery Sarah is 
part of the complex and features works from local  
and international artists.
baitalzubair.com

THE BEST BEACHES
Al Bustan
A few kilometres east from the heart of Muscat, Al 
Bustan is an easy trip for people looking to escape the 
city. The bay is tended to Al Bustan Palace, A Ritz-
Carlton Hotel (currently under refurbishment and 
reopening next year), but the craggy clifftops in the 
background are all Mother Nature’s work.

Qurum
Located just west of Muscat’s main headland, Qurum 
is one of the most popular beaches within the city 
limits. A number of hotels and restaurants back  
onto these long, golden sands, which, alongside an 
enormous palm-fringed promenade, lend a proper 
seaside feel.

Mutrah Corniche
Although not technically a beach, Mutrah’s Corniche 
is probably the most impressive part of the coast. A 
rocky headland fringed by clifftop forts and crashing 
waves, it’s as dramatic as it is beautiful. While the 
exposed headland doesn’t have any sand, there are a 
number of scenic picnic spots to enjoy.

Oman has five of the world’s seven 
species of sea turtles

TURTLE POWER
Take a drive out  

from Muscat to Oman’s 
eastern-most point and 

you’ll find Ras al Jinz, home 
to a healthy population of 

green sea turtles.
rasaljinz-turtlereserve.com

The main chandelier at  
Sultan Qaboos Grand Mosque 

#travelgoals
Enjoy delicious 

traditional Omani 
dishes like shiwa, 

harees and jareesh, 
at Al Angham  

– the fine-dining 
restaurant set within 

the opera house.
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LOCAL FLAVOURS 
Omani fusion
Separating Omani food from wider Arabian cuisine 
isn’t easy, but Ubhar does its best with what it 
describes as Omani fusion food. This consists of 
classic dishes, such as biryani, with a regional twist, 
in this case camel meat. You can be as adventurous or 
conservative as you like – their menu is huge.
ubharoman.com

See seafood
It’s hard to imagine a better setting for seafood 
specialist the Blue Marlin. Located in the Marina 
Bandar Al Rowdha, it makes the most of its proximity 
to the Indian Ocean with a menu heavy on locally 
caught treats. If it comes from the ocean, there’s a 
chance you’ll find it here.  
marinaoman.net/blue_marlin

Chedi chic
For fine fare head to The Chedi Muscat and try The 
Restaurant. It has lavish brunches every Friday, but 
every day the service and setting are spectacular. 
The à la carte menu highlights include Fine De Claire 
oysters served with Omani lime.
ghmhotels.com

WHERE TO SHOP
How bazaar
Like many great cities across Arabia, Muscat is home 
to a labyrinthine souk. In keeping with other bazaars 
across the region, you can expect to haggle in 
narrow alleys while the aroma of cooking food and 
burning incense compete in the air, knowing that 
this, or something very like it, has been happening 
here for millennia.

Mall magnificence
There are mega malls dotted around Muscat. The 
enormous Avenues Mall (omanavenuesmall.om) 
is spread over five floors and has everything from 
a theme park to a bowling alley to a gym to a spa… 
And that’s before you even start looking at its 
72,000 square metres of retail space. The equally 
sprawling City Centre Muscat (citycentremuscat.
com) impresses with more than 200 stores, a VOX 
Cinemas and more.

Market mania
OK so you might not buy a single thing while you’re 
there, but for a sense of old Arabian trading and a 
chance to laugh with the gregarious stall holders, 
check out the city’s lively fish market. With the 
Indian Ocean as a backdrop, it’s no surprise that the 
Omani capital has been awash with weird, but more 
generally wonderful, seafood for centuries.

#travelgoals
Sip on 

complimentary 
water infused with 
frankincense while 

looking out to sea at 
Bait Al Luban. Local 

women prepare 
meals at this quaint 

restaurant that’s 
set in a renovated 
guesthouse that 

was built more than 
100 years ago.

#travelgoals
Stop by the 

Amouage factory 
and visitor centre 
to learn about this 
luxury fragrance 
house. Perfumes 
are made with 

many traditional 
ingredients such as 
agar wood, incense, 

musk and rose. 

MINI BREAK

The Restaurant at The Chedi Muscat

Find the catches of the day at 
Muscat's vibrant fish market
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#travelgoals
Built around an 
imposing rock 

formation at the 
base of the Al Hajar 
mountains, Nakhal 

Fort is worth visiting 
in its own right, but 
arrive on a Friday 
and you can see a 

manic goat auction 
inside its walls.

#travelgoals
If you’ve made it 
to Nizwa, a short 

journey further west 
you can explore 
the remarkable 

Jibreen Castle. Built 
in the 17th century, 
it is probably the 
country’s most 

complete fort and 
is open to visitors all 

year round.

GO EXPLORE
Ye olde capital
Muscat may feel like an historic 
city, but in the 6th and 7th 
centuries the Omani seat of power 
was instead in Nizwa. A little over an hour from the 
modern capital, this scenic mountain and market 
town has retained more of its traditional lifestyles 
than Muscat. Although it’s a functional city, a trip to 
the souk here feels like a trip back through time.

The green mountain
Not far from Nizwa stands the mighty ‘green 
mountain’ that is Jebel Akhdar. Closed for years to 
tourists, the last decade has seen it become one of 
the most popular emerging destinations anywhere 
in the Arabian Peninsula. Led by either Alila Jabal 
Akhdar or Anantara Al Jabal Al Akhdar Resort, 
you can experience activites such as canyon walk, 
village tours and high-end luxury – all at the top of 
this incredible 2,000m-high mountain.
alilahotels.com

Oman au naturel
Adventurous visitors can sign up for a multi-day 
visit to the legendary Wahiba Sands, a few hours’ 
drive south from the capital. For those with less 
time, take a day trip to the stunning Wadi Shab, a 
turquoise gully cutting through the ochre cliffs of 
the Omani coast. There are several tour companies 
based in Muscat which can arrange your journey.

WHERE TO STAY
The Chedi Muscat
Spread across 21-acres, this dream locale offers 
a world of manicured-gardens, courtyards with 
burbling fountains and glistening, white Moorish-
style buildings. Highlights include the 103m-long 
swimming pool and the spa, where floor-to-ceiling 
windows, framed by dramatic Omani arches, offer 
spectacular Arabian Sea views.
ghmhotels.com

Shangri-La Barr Al Jissah  
Resort &Spa
Choose from three hotels at this picturesque resort 
that engulfs a bay and sits beneath a mountainous 
backdrop. Al Waha hotel is ideal for family travellers 
while stylish Al Bandar is popular with foodies.  
A stay at the opulent Al Husn is like much like taking 
up residence in a palace.
shangri-la.com

InterContinental Muscat
Located in the heart of the city's residential, 
government and diplomatic quarter, this hotel 
is close to the Grand Mosque and the Amouage factory.  
ihg.com

Shangri-La Al Husn Resort & Spa

Serai Pool at  
The Chedi Muscat

SEALIFE CENTRE
Unknown to many, Oman is also 
a diving hub. Fans of predatory 
fish are in for a treat – sharks, 
rays and eels are all abundant 

along its shores. Dive spots close 
to Muscat are Fahal Island and 

around Bander Kyran where you 
could come across the  

Al Munassir wreck.

weekendS Muscat

Wadi Shab
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LOCAL FLAVOURS 
Omani fusion
Separating Omani food from wider Arabian cuisine 
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Last-minute WEEKENDs

Ras Al Khaimah hits a musical high note with the UAE’s tallest 
peak the setting for a Baroque-inspired light and sound show

EvEryonE’s hEading to… 
Vivaldianno – City of Mirrors

Where: Jebel Jais, Ras Al Khaimah  
When: 27 October
Why: Award-winning Czech musician and 
film composer Michal Dvořák has set his 
sights on a one-of-a-kind venue for the 
UAE leg of his global tour of the classical 
music spectacular Vivaldianno - City of 
Mirrors, with a one-off performance on 
top of the country's tallest peak, Jebel Jais.  
The hi-tech sound and light production 
celebrates the works of legendary Italian 
composer, Antonio Vivaldi. Dvořák has 
fused Baroque-inspired masterpieces 
such as The Four Seasons with stunning 
3D visual and lighting effects, to create 
a uniquely immersive multi-sensory 
entertainment experience.
Enjoy: Sweeping vistas of the dramatic 
Hajar Mountain range and blue waters 
of the Indian Ocean from 1,600 metres 
above sea level, while listening to a 
unique classical meets art rock score 
performed by an international orchestra 
and world-renowned musical cast on a 
specially constructed mountain stage. 
The intricately choreographed 3D  
muscial experience features large-format 
projections in and around the central 
performance area along with cutting-edge 
lighting design technology.  

While you’re there: The venue opens 
at 4.30pm with the concert beginning 
at 7pm, so make a day of it and hit 
the road early to explore the rugged 
beauty of the Hajar Mountains at your 
leisure. Dust off your hiking boots and 
hit the slopes for a gentle hike through 
the stark rocky terrain of the Jebel 
Jais foothills past giant boulders and 
dry river beds, or stick to the comfort 
of four wheels and take the winding 
30-kilometre-long road to the top with 
plenty of breathtakingly scenic photo 
opportunities along the way. This October 
also heralds the opening of the new Jebel 
Jais Observation Deck. Perched like an 
eagle's eyrie at a vertigo inducing 1,934 
metres, the deck will feature series of 
viewing platforms offering a 360-degree 
panorama of Ras Al Khaimah’s most 
inspiring natural attraction.
Where to stay: The Cove Rotana 
Resort (rotana.com) holds a prime 
position on Ras Al Khaimah’s beachfront 
overlooking the Arabian Gulf and it 
boasts a private stretch of pristine beach. 
Book into either one of the 204 rooms or 
78 one-, two- and three-bedroom villas.
To find out more about the event, visit 
jebeljais.ae/vivaldianno

ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP
Jebel Jais zip line adventure

Fly like a superhero with the 

world’s longest and highest zip 

line set to propel Ras Al Khaimah 

into the record books 

Calling all daredevils and aerial 

adventurers. Mark a date in your 

diary for December as Ras Al 

Khaimah Tourism Development 

Authority prepares to unveil 

its latest adrenaline-fuelled 

adventure activity. Offering two 

lines so participants can travel 

in pairs, it’ll be longer than 28 

football fields. For now, the 

exact length is a closely guarded 

secret as it’s set to beat the 

existing world’s longest zip line 

record holder, Puerto Rico’s 

‘The Monster’ (2,200 metres), 

into second place. Open to all 

ages, with a minimum height 

requirement of 120cm and max 

weight of 150kg, 250 slots will be 

available per day. jebeljais.ae
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Abu Dhabi's long-awaited Louvre Abu Dhabi opens in November. Step inside this iconic new space

A legendary launch
The eyes of the world will be on the UAE next month when 
Louvre Abu Dhabi finally opens its grand doors to the public on 
11 November. The first of a series of spectacular architectural 
concepts for Saadiyat Island, Louvre Abu Dhabi will usher in a new 
era for the city, and perhaps the entire region. Jean Nouvel’s design 
has long caught the eye, ever since plans were first unveiled; now 
art enthusiasts will get a chance to view the colossal, unique 
collection at the 97,000  square metre space.

The Louvre as an institution is, of course, synonymous with 
Paris. In the 224 years since the astonishing art museum that is 
Musée du Louvre opened in the French capital, it has evolved and 
diversified, but always been a world-leader in the field. Louvre 
Abu Dhabi’s inaugural special exhibition, From One Louvre to 
Another, will trace the history of the Parisian original through 
approximately 145 significant paintings, sculptures, decorative 
arts and other pieces from the French collection.

Naturally, the links between Musée du Louvre and Louvre 
Abu Dhabi run deep, but the new UAE-based museum will 
boast a collection, acquired and loaned, unlike anywhere else 
on Earth. Rather than focus on one region or time period, there 
will be artefacts displayed from the gamut of human existence. 
In architect Nouvel’s words, as a universal museum, Louvre 
Abu Dhabi will be a “revelatory meeting place of a number of 
planetary cultures beyond the seas and centuries”.

As well as its vast range of relics and artworks, the site will 
host a children’s museum, a restaurant, a boutique, and a café. 
While much more will be added to Saadiyat Island in future 

Louvre Abu Dhabi’s exterior 

Louvre Abu Dhabi’s 
‘rain of light’ 

years, Louvre Abu Dhabi will alone offer several days’ worth of 
experiences to its visitors, the first major step in the process of 
diversifying the social and cultural landscape of the capital.

“Louvre Abu Dhabi forms one element of Abu Dhabi’s cultural 
strategy, which safeguards our rich heritage and catalyses 
creativity,” said His Excellency Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, 
Chairman of the Department of Culture & Tourism and  
Tourism Development & Investment Company. “Investment 
in a vibrant cultural ecosystem supports the UAE’s economic 
diversification and development as a modern, dynamic society. 
Louvre Abu Dhabi will inspire a new generation of cultural 
leaders and creative thinkers to contribute to our rapidly-
changing and tolerant nation.”
To find out more, visit louvreabudhabi.ae

weekend Abu dhabi 

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f M

o
ha

m
ed

 S
o

m
ji



62   World Traveller   

Last-minute WEEKENDs

Ras Al Khaimah hits a musical high note with the UAE’s tallest 
peak the setting for a Baroque-inspired light and sound show

EvEryonE’s hEading to… 
Vivaldianno – City of Mirrors

Where: Jebel Jais, Ras Al Khaimah  
When: 27 October
Why: Award-winning Czech musician and 
film composer Michal Dvořák has set his 
sights on a one-of-a-kind venue for the 
UAE leg of his global tour of the classical 
music spectacular Vivaldianno - City of 
Mirrors, with a one-off performance on 
top of the country's tallest peak, Jebel Jais.  
The hi-tech sound and light production 
celebrates the works of legendary Italian 
composer, Antonio Vivaldi. Dvořák has 
fused Baroque-inspired masterpieces 
such as The Four Seasons with stunning 
3D visual and lighting effects, to create 
a uniquely immersive multi-sensory 
entertainment experience.
Enjoy: Sweeping vistas of the dramatic 
Hajar Mountain range and blue waters 
of the Indian Ocean from 1,600 metres 
above sea level, while listening to a 
unique classical meets art rock score 
performed by an international orchestra 
and world-renowned musical cast on a 
specially constructed mountain stage. 
The intricately choreographed 3D  
muscial experience features large-format 
projections in and around the central 
performance area along with cutting-edge 
lighting design technology.  

While you’re there: The venue opens 
at 4.30pm with the concert beginning 
at 7pm, so make a day of it and hit 
the road early to explore the rugged 
beauty of the Hajar Mountains at your 
leisure. Dust off your hiking boots and 
hit the slopes for a gentle hike through 
the stark rocky terrain of the Jebel 
Jais foothills past giant boulders and 
dry river beds, or stick to the comfort 
of four wheels and take the winding 
30-kilometre-long road to the top with 
plenty of breathtakingly scenic photo 
opportunities along the way. This October 
also heralds the opening of the new Jebel 
Jais Observation Deck. Perched like an 
eagle's eyrie at a vertigo inducing 1,934 
metres, the deck will feature series of 
viewing platforms offering a 360-degree 
panorama of Ras Al Khaimah’s most 
inspiring natural attraction.
Where to stay: The Cove Rotana 
Resort (rotana.com) holds a prime 
position on Ras Al Khaimah’s beachfront 
overlooking the Arabian Gulf and it 
boasts a private stretch of pristine beach. 
Book into either one of the 204 rooms or 
78 one-, two- and three-bedroom villas.
To find out more about the event, visit 
jebeljais.ae/vivaldianno

ON YOUR 
DOORSTEP
Jebel Jais zip line adventure

Fly like a superhero with the 

world’s longest and highest zip 

line set to propel Ras Al Khaimah 

into the record books 

Calling all daredevils and aerial 

adventurers. Mark a date in your 

diary for December as Ras Al 

Khaimah Tourism Development 

Authority prepares to unveil 

its latest adrenaline-fuelled 

adventure activity. Offering two 

lines so participants can travel 

in pairs, it’ll be longer than 28 

football fields. For now, the 

exact length is a closely guarded 

secret as it’s set to beat the 

existing world’s longest zip line 

record holder, Puerto Rico’s 

‘The Monster’ (2,200 metres), 

into second place. Open to all 

ages, with a minimum height 

requirement of 120cm and max 

weight of 150kg, 250 slots will be 

available per day. jebeljais.ae

World Traveller   63

Abu Dhabi's long-awaited Louvre Abu Dhabi opens in November. Step inside this iconic new space

A legendary launch
The eyes of the world will be on the UAE next month when 
Louvre Abu Dhabi finally opens its grand doors to the public on 
11 November. The first of a series of spectacular architectural 
concepts for Saadiyat Island, Louvre Abu Dhabi will usher in a new 
era for the city, and perhaps the entire region. Jean Nouvel’s design 
has long caught the eye, ever since plans were first unveiled; now 
art enthusiasts will get a chance to view the colossal, unique 
collection at the 97,000  square metre space.

The Louvre as an institution is, of course, synonymous with 
Paris. In the 224 years since the astonishing art museum that is 
Musée du Louvre opened in the French capital, it has evolved and 
diversified, but always been a world-leader in the field. Louvre 
Abu Dhabi’s inaugural special exhibition, From One Louvre to 
Another, will trace the history of the Parisian original through 
approximately 145 significant paintings, sculptures, decorative 
arts and other pieces from the French collection.

Naturally, the links between Musée du Louvre and Louvre 
Abu Dhabi run deep, but the new UAE-based museum will 
boast a collection, acquired and loaned, unlike anywhere else 
on Earth. Rather than focus on one region or time period, there 
will be artefacts displayed from the gamut of human existence. 
In architect Nouvel’s words, as a universal museum, Louvre 
Abu Dhabi will be a “revelatory meeting place of a number of 
planetary cultures beyond the seas and centuries”.

As well as its vast range of relics and artworks, the site will 
host a children’s museum, a restaurant, a boutique, and a café. 
While much more will be added to Saadiyat Island in future 

Louvre Abu Dhabi’s exterior 

Louvre Abu Dhabi’s 
‘rain of light’ 

years, Louvre Abu Dhabi will alone offer several days’ worth of 
experiences to its visitors, the first major step in the process of 
diversifying the social and cultural landscape of the capital.

“Louvre Abu Dhabi forms one element of Abu Dhabi’s cultural 
strategy, which safeguards our rich heritage and catalyses 
creativity,” said His Excellency Mohamed Khalifa Al Mubarak, 
Chairman of the Department of Culture & Tourism and  
Tourism Development & Investment Company. “Investment 
in a vibrant cultural ecosystem supports the UAE’s economic 
diversification and development as a modern, dynamic society. 
Louvre Abu Dhabi will inspire a new generation of cultural 
leaders and creative thinkers to contribute to our rapidly-
changing and tolerant nation.”
To find out more, visit louvreabudhabi.ae

weekend Abu dhabi 

P
ho

to
s 

co
ur

te
sy

 o
f M

o
ha

m
ed

 S
o

m
ji



64   World Traveller   

A s a parent, to traumatise your 
child through your own folly 
is careless. To do it twice, 

reckless. Three times? You’re now talking 
neglect. So what, then, of four times? 
That’s the question I had unwittingly 
set myself after taking my eight-year-
old daughter into the Underworld 4D 
experience at Motiongate, Dubai Parks 
and Resorts. Theme parks have actually 
accounted for two of those three previous 
transgressions (the third unprintable in 
these pages), so I do have form. However, 
this one was a genuine mistake. 

For some reason I assumed Underworld 
4D would be a fun, if gentle, multi-sensory 
journey through the ocean. One where the 
kids would reach out and playfully grab at 
the fish deemed to be swimming right in 
front of their faces, the water their tales 
throw up then splashing us all, joyously. 
However, what actually splashed on our 
faces was water representing the blood of 
a woman who’d just been shot in the head. 
Less than a minute later, a werewolf would 
leap from the screen to rip at our throats, 
and a vampire would sink her bloodied 

The family getaway
John Thatcher (and 21 others) head to the epicentre of fun in 
Dubai for a weekend of thrills, spills, and service with a smile 

LapiTa HoTeL, Dubai 

Deluxe King Room  
at Lapita Hotel Dubai

A world of exciting rides 
and attractions awaits at 
Dubai Parks and Resorts 
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fangs into us. We’d also be shot at, our seats 
violently jerking with each blast. Nemo was 
conspicuous by his absence. 

The fact that I was in charge of five 
children, four of whom were placed in my 
trust by friends, only made it worse. But 
if I’ve learnt one thing about parenting, 
it’s that bribery is a parent’s most potent 
weapon. I therefore bought the kids’ silence 
with ice creams.

We were in Motiongate as part of a 
twenty-two strong team of same-school 
parents and our kids, of ages spanning 
two to eight, having decided we’d all spend 
September’s long weekend together at 
Lapita Hotel, Dubai Parks and Resorts.  Yet 
what sounds like the synopsis of an Adam 
Sandler movie instead accounted for a 
really memorable getaway, which, in a good 
way, felt far longer than the twenty-four 
hours or so that it entailed.

Lapita may primarily exist to serve the 
guests of the surrounding theme parks 
but it’s an attraction in its own right, one 
that we couldn’t pull ourselves away from 
on the Friday afternoon, despite holding 
park tickets for that day. It helped that 
we had monopolised a large area (sixteen 
sundbeds seized and lined in a row) aside 
the hotel’s huge pool, and that the kids 
loved the lazy river. 

Additionally, the service aside the busy 
pool was impeccable – and not in isolation. 
Every staff member we encountered during 
our stay at Lapita projected a genuine 
warmth, their smiles and helpful manner 
not forced in any way (as it can be at 
theme park resort hotels). At what was an 
excellent, unhurried breakfast, our waiter 
reacted with surprised laughter when I told 
him I’ve lived in Dubai for the past thirteen 
years, as he visibly struggled to marry 
my pale, freckled skin to the raging heat 
outside. He has a point. 

The remainder of our Saturday at 
Motiongate was mercifully terror free 
and a whole lot of fun. From Underworld I 
played it safe by heading to Smurfs’ Village, 
and we all took a ride on the Smurf Village 
Express mini coaster. Then we entered 
Madagascar, where the brave among us (not 
me, but shamefully my six year old) rode 
the dark-into-light Mad Pursuit coaster. We 
got drenched on the Cloudy With a Chance 
of Meatballs River Expedition, visited Shrek 
in his swamp, and blasted specters on 
Ghostbusters: Battle for New York, before 

wrapping up the day with a late afternoon 
visit to the toddler friendly Legoland  
Water Park. Even I managed to ride the 
faster slides there (following a pep talk 
from my six year old). 

Tired and damp we headed home, our 
kids fast asleep in the back of the car, no 
doubt dreaming of a return visit. 

To find out more, call +971 4 810 942 or  
visit lapitadubaihotel.com

Rania Ramsay and Pandora Thatcher at  

Dubai Parks and Resorts

Kids can meet Shrek and Fiona at Motiongate 

Riverland Dubai’s Boardwalk

What sounds like the synopsis 
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instead accounted for a really 
memorable getaway
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John Thatcher (and 21 others) head to the epicentre of fun in 
Dubai for a weekend of thrills, spills, and service with a smile 

LapiTa HoTeL, Dubai 

Deluxe King Room  
at Lapita Hotel Dubai

A world of exciting rides 
and attractions awaits at 
Dubai Parks and Resorts 

World Traveller   65

weekendS Family

fangs into us. We’d also be shot at, our seats 
violently jerking with each blast. Nemo was 
conspicuous by his absence. 

The fact that I was in charge of five 
children, four of whom were placed in my 
trust by friends, only made it worse. But 
if I’ve learnt one thing about parenting, 
it’s that bribery is a parent’s most potent 
weapon. I therefore bought the kids’ silence 
with ice creams.

We were in Motiongate as part of a 
twenty-two strong team of same-school 
parents and our kids, of ages spanning 
two to eight, having decided we’d all spend 
September’s long weekend together at 
Lapita Hotel, Dubai Parks and Resorts.  Yet 
what sounds like the synopsis of an Adam 
Sandler movie instead accounted for a 
really memorable getaway, which, in a good 
way, felt far longer than the twenty-four 
hours or so that it entailed.

Lapita may primarily exist to serve the 
guests of the surrounding theme parks 
but it’s an attraction in its own right, one 
that we couldn’t pull ourselves away from 
on the Friday afternoon, despite holding 
park tickets for that day. It helped that 
we had monopolised a large area (sixteen 
sundbeds seized and lined in a row) aside 
the hotel’s huge pool, and that the kids 
loved the lazy river. 

Additionally, the service aside the busy 
pool was impeccable – and not in isolation. 
Every staff member we encountered during 
our stay at Lapita projected a genuine 
warmth, their smiles and helpful manner 
not forced in any way (as it can be at 
theme park resort hotels). At what was an 
excellent, unhurried breakfast, our waiter 
reacted with surprised laughter when I told 
him I’ve lived in Dubai for the past thirteen 
years, as he visibly struggled to marry 
my pale, freckled skin to the raging heat 
outside. He has a point. 

The remainder of our Saturday at 
Motiongate was mercifully terror free 
and a whole lot of fun. From Underworld I 
played it safe by heading to Smurfs’ Village, 
and we all took a ride on the Smurf Village 
Express mini coaster. Then we entered 
Madagascar, where the brave among us (not 
me, but shamefully my six year old) rode 
the dark-into-light Mad Pursuit coaster. We 
got drenched on the Cloudy With a Chance 
of Meatballs River Expedition, visited Shrek 
in his swamp, and blasted specters on 
Ghostbusters: Battle for New York, before 

wrapping up the day with a late afternoon 
visit to the toddler friendly Legoland  
Water Park. Even I managed to ride the 
faster slides there (following a pep talk 
from my six year old). 

Tired and damp we headed home, our 
kids fast asleep in the back of the car, no 
doubt dreaming of a return visit. 

To find out more, call +971 4 810 942 or  
visit lapitadubaihotel.com

Rania Ramsay and Pandora Thatcher at  

Dubai Parks and Resorts

Kids can meet Shrek and Fiona at Motiongate 

Riverland Dubai’s Boardwalk

What sounds like the synopsis 
of an adam Sandler movie 

instead accounted for a really 
memorable getaway



66   World Traveller   

Staycations WEEKENDS

Tucked away on Dubai Creek, and holding 
a prime position in Culture Village, 
Palazzo Versace Dubai commands 
attention with its regal façade. Inside 
the sprawling 215-room abode, a 
glamourous world of chandeliers, 
gilded columns, marble, mosaics and 
‘Medusa Madness’ motifs awaits. This 
stylish stay is an ideal escape for the 
fashion-conscious, the gypsetters 
and discerning families with taste.

STYLE IN THE CITY

The hotel’s rooms and suites feature 
lofty ceilings, parquet-flooring and  
huge windows which allow for lots of 
natural light. They’re furnished with 
statement pieces, signature Versace 
patterns and silk linens from the 
brand’s Home Collection and each abode 
showcases one of five distinct colour 
themes: turquoise, blue, beige, gold 
and salmon. Highlights of the spacious 
Signature Suites – designed to suit both 
business and  leisure travellers – are its 
opulent six-seater dining table setup, an 
expansive living room and a dedicated 
workspace. The Imperial Suite, a grand 
two-bedroom duplex, sits on the hotel’s 
highest floor and stretches across 1,227 
square metres. Besides its opulent 
bedrooms, you’ll love its statement 
staircase, purple pool table, bespoke 
falcon stand, oversized sunglass-shaped 
mirror and huge private terrace with 
a Jacuzzi, gazebo, sunloungers and 
sparkling pool. 

DINING BY DESIGN

Wherever you are in the hotel, including 
all restaurants, expect to be surrounded by 
striking patterns and bold design elements. 
Giardino all-day restaurant, which is 
decked out in Versace’s famous jungle 
motif, does an extensive buffet breakfast 
and lunch, and sumptuous seafood brunch 
on Fridays. Casual-chic restaurant Vanitas 
is the place to head for comforting Italian 
fare, while Enigma is where you’ll find 
Turkish cuisine. Music legend Quincy 
Jones’ first ever bar, Q’s is also on site. 
Performances take place from Tuesday to 
Saturday, and whichever artist takes to the 
stage, will have been handpicked by Quincy  
Jones himself. Renowned pianist Justin 
Kauflin is currently in residence. 

PAMPERING, POOLS AND PLAYTIME

After a day of exploring the hotel’s 
nearby attractions, The SPA is a welcome 
retreat. It’s a sophisticated space with 
Birchwood walls and mother-of-pearl 
detailing, seven treatment rooms, a 
suite, a nail studio and two Moroccan 
hammams. The ladies and gentlemen’s 
relaxation areas both have plunge pools, 
saunas and steam rooms. There’s also 
the choice of three different outdoor 
swimming pools hidden among lush 
private gardens. And young travellers 
will love what is arguably one of the 
most stylish kids’ clubs in town.

To find out more, call +971 4 556 
8888 or visit palazzoversace.ae

Book a fashionable stay for the whole family at this creek-side hotel

Palazzo Versace Dubai

The SPA’s plunge pool

new caption please new caption please

One of two bedrooms  
in the Imperial Suite

Giardino all-day restaurant

PromotioN

Exuding European grandeur and urban glamour, discover a space that mirrors 
your sense of style. Visit Dubai this year and live the iconic Versace lifestyle in a 
cosmopolitan city that echoes the charms of tradition.

Explore our family, business, honeymoon and other stay offers at 
www.palazzoversace.ae/specialoffers
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Staycations WEEKENDS

Located in the Ghala Heights business 
district, the contemporary Centara 
Muscat Hotel is close to a collection  
of landmarks in Oman’s capital. You’ll 
have easy access to the exquisite Royal 
Opera House Muscat, Sultan Qaboos 
Grand Mosque, historic forts, souks, and 
the turquoise waters of the Arabian Gulf. 
In addition, expect to find genuinely 
friendly service, scrumptious food, 
and sensational spa treatments at the 
four-star property that belongs to one of 
Thailand’s largest hotel brands.

ROOM TO RELAX

The hotel’s well-appointed rooms and 
suites feature all modern conveniences 
such as free Wi-Fi and Smart TVs. They 
also offer great city views. The 33-square-
metre Deluxe Rooms offer an option of 
king-sized or twin beds while Premium 
Club rooms come with a collection of 
extra benefits including Premium Lounge 
access where you can dine throughout 
the day. Business Club Suites are larger 
in size and offer separate living spaces 
and premium benefits. They’re ideal for 
couples, small families (of up to three 
adults or two adults and one child) or 
business travellers who are looking  
to unwind.

FOODIE DELIGHTS

Three onsite restaurants cater to a range 
of tastes. Akdeniz Turkish restaurant 
serves light meals, snacks and mezzes 
such as crispy grilled kebabs and 

tender fresh fish that’s all sizzled on a 
traditional Ocakbasi grill. Tiptara is an 
all-day-dining outlet where an array of 
Thai dishes will tempt your tastebuds. 
Start with Tom Yum Goong (a traditional 
hot and sour soup with jumbo prawns) 
followed by either Gang Kiew Wan Gai 
(slow-cooked chicken in an aromatic 
green curry) or Khao Pad Goong (fried 
rice with shrimps, garlic, soy sauce and 
more). The Roof is the perfect setting to 
catch the sunset with a mocktail in hand.

A SANCTUARY IN THE CITY

Whether you are travelling for leisure 
or business, the soothing SPA Cenvaree 

at Centara Muscat is the place to go 
after a long and busy day. Highly skilled 
therapists offer a variety of treatments, 
many of which are carried out using 
traditional products from Thailand. 
As the weather is starting to cool, the 
rooftop swimming pool will be a popular 
spot. And there’s a children’s pool right 
next to it, meaning little ones need not 
miss out on any fun. A fully-equipped 
fitness centre is there for those who like 
to keep in shape.

To find out more, call +968 2423 6600 or 
visit centarahotelsresorts.com

Check into this modern oasis set in the heart of Oman’s capital city

Centara Muscat Hotel

Expect spacious rooms  
and suites

Centara Muscat Hotel offers  
three onsite restaurants

Tiptara restaurant

PromotioN

Book for a minimum of 
15 rooms and enjoy a full day 
meeting absolutely free!
INCLUSIONS: 
• Meeting room from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
• AM and PM co
ee breaks with 

a selection of refreshments 
• Audio-visual equipment use 

(Projector & screen, stage, 
podium with microphone, 
flipchart and markers) 

• Wi-Fi access in the meeting room 
• Meeting amenities including 

writing pads and pens

Promo code: WTMEE

MEETINGS 
FOR FREE AT 
CENTARA MUSCAT 
HOTEL OMAN

DISCOVER MORE AT  centarahotelsresorts.com/cmo  cmo@chr.co.th  +968 2423 6600 • +968 9660 3207

12445_CMO_Ads_Meetings_Rev04.indd   1 9/5/2560 BE   16:33

on all spa treatments
until end of December 2017.
For inquiries and reservations,
please contact +968 2423 6600 or send email to spacenvareecmo@chr.co.th 

Promo code: WTSPA
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www.cityseasonshotels.com

A Member of City Seasons Group of Hotels

Metro: Burjuman

Stay in the heart of Dubai

CITY SEASONS TOWERS
ALWAYS GREAT MOMENTS!

Located in Bur Dubai, beside Burjuman Mall, 
City Seasons Towers is the perfect stay for 
business trips and family getaways. 
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1  indonesia
BANYAN TREE UNGASAN, 
BALI    
Find respite at this tranquil abode, 
which sits at the tip of Bali’s  
southern peninsula and close to 
the famed Uluwatu Temple.
4 nights starting from  
usd 1,220 per person
includes: Stay in a Pool Villa 
Garden View Room with  
breakfast daily and return  
airport transfers.
offer: 30% discount on room rate, 
1 complimentary dinner for 2 per 
stay and 20% discount on spa.
Valid from: Now until 31 Mar, 2018.

2  france
ROYAL MONCEAU RAFFLES 
PARIS
Set near the Champs-Elysées 
on the broad avenue stretching 
between the Arc de Triomphe  
and Parc Monceau, this  
superlative Parisian property is 
devoted to modern art and  
includes a gallery and a cinema.
3 nights starting from  
usd 970 per person 
includes: Stay in a Studio Room 
with breakfast daily and return 
airport transfers.
offer: 20% discount on room rate.
Valid from: Now until 10 Jan, 2018.

3  austria
LE MÉRIDIEN WIEN
Located in the heart of  
Vienna, this design hotel offers a 
stylish stay. Landmarks  
such as the Opera House,  
Museumsquartier, St. Stephen’s 
Cathedral and more are within 
walking distance.
5 nights starting from  
usd 1,175 per person 
includes: Stay in an Executive 
Suite with breakfast daily and 
return airport transfers.
offer: Stay 4 nights and receive 
an additional night free.
Valid from: Now until 10 Jan, 2018.

4  MaldiVes
NIYAMA PRIVATE ISLANDS
Offering chalk-white sands lapped 
by turquoise waters, a submerged 
club and a 24-hour spa, this  
property is an island paradise.
3 nights starting from  
usd 1,660 per person
includes: Stay in a Beach Studio 
with breakfast daily and return 
seaplane transfers.
offer: 40% discount on room rate, 
complimentary upgrade to Beach 
Studio with private pool  
and complimentary upgrade to 
Half Board.
Valid from: Now until 19 Dec, 2017.
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dnata offers

Monaco
HOTEL HERMITAGE,  

MONTE-CARLO
3 nights starting from  
usd 540 per person 

includes: Stay in a Deluxe Room 
with breakfast daily and return 

airport transfers.
offer: Stay two nights and receive 

an additional night free.
Valid from: Now until 30 Mar, 2018.

singapore
LE MERIDIEN SINGAPORE, 

SENTOSA     
3 nights starting from  
usd 295 per person
includes: Stay in a Classic 

Premium Room with breakfast 
daily and return airport transfers.
offer: Stay 2 nights and receive an 

additional night free.
Valid from: Now until 10 Jan, 2018.

thailand
DUSIT THANI LAGUNA PHUKET 

4 nights starting from  
usd 215 per person
includes: Stay in a Deluxe  

Lagoon View Room with breakfast 
daily and return airport transfers.

offer: 25% discount on room  
rate and 20% discount on food.

Valid from: Now until  
31 Oct, 2017.

turkey
HILTON ISTANBUL 

BOSPHORUS, ISTANBUL
3 nights starting from usd 

299 per person. 
includes: Stay in a Standard Room 

with breakfast daily and return 
airport transfers.

offer: 15% discount on room rate.
Valid from: Now until 31 Oct, 2017

Mauritius
HILTON MAURITIUS  

RESORT & SPA  
4 nights starting from  
usd 1,058 per person

includes: Stay in a Deluxe King 
Room with breakfast and dinner 

daily and return airport transfers.
offer: 15% discount on room rate 
throughout and an additional 50% 

discount on spa for travel in  
Nov and Dec.

Valid from: Now until 22 Dec, 2017.

spain
MANDARIN ORIENTAL HOTEL, 

BARCELONA
3 nights starting from  
usd 1,135 per person 

includes: Stay in a Deluxe Room 
Garden Room with breakfast daily 

and return airport transfers.
offer: Receive complimentary 

upgrade to next available  
room category.

Valid from: Now until 10 Jan, 2018.

italy
TOWNHOUSE GALLERIA, 

MILAN
3 nights starting from  
usd 745 per person 
includes: Stay in Deluxe 

Courtyard View Room with 
breakfast daily and return  

airport transfers.
offer: 15% discount on room rate.
Valid from: Now until 10 Dec, 2017.

seychelles
HILTON SEYCHELLES LABRIz 

RESORT & SPA
4 nights starting from  
usd 999 per person

includes: King Garden Villa with 
breakfast daily, return  

boat transfers and return  
airport transfers.

offer: 15% discount on room rate, 
50% discount on boat transfers 

and 50% discount on  
spa. treatments.

Valid from: Now until 20 Dec, 2017.

Hilton Seychelles  
Labriz Resort & Spa

Townhouse Galleria, 
Milan

Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel, Barcelona

Hotel Hermitage, 
Monte-Carlo

around
the

World

Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket 
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Premium Room with breakfast 
daily and return airport transfers.
offer: Stay 2 nights and receive an 

additional night free.
Valid from: Now until 10 Jan, 2018.

thailand
DUSIT THANI LAGUNA PHUKET 

4 nights starting from  
usd 215 per person
includes: Stay in a Deluxe  

Lagoon View Room with breakfast 
daily and return airport transfers.

offer: 25% discount on room  
rate and 20% discount on food.

Valid from: Now until  
31 Oct, 2017.

turkey
HILTON ISTANBUL 

BOSPHORUS, ISTANBUL
3 nights starting from usd 

299 per person. 
includes: Stay in a Standard Room 

with breakfast daily and return 
airport transfers.

offer: 15% discount on room rate.
Valid from: Now until 31 Oct, 2017

Mauritius
HILTON MAURITIUS  

RESORT & SPA  
4 nights starting from  
usd 1,058 per person

includes: Stay in a Deluxe King 
Room with breakfast and dinner 

daily and return airport transfers.
offer: 15% discount on room rate 
throughout and an additional 50% 

discount on spa for travel in  
Nov and Dec.

Valid from: Now until 22 Dec, 2017.

spain
MANDARIN ORIENTAL HOTEL, 

BARCELONA
3 nights starting from  
usd 1,135 per person 

includes: Stay in a Deluxe Room 
Garden Room with breakfast daily 

and return airport transfers.
offer: Receive complimentary 

upgrade to next available  
room category.

Valid from: Now until 10 Jan, 2018.

italy
TOWNHOUSE GALLERIA, 

MILAN
3 nights starting from  
usd 745 per person 
includes: Stay in Deluxe 

Courtyard View Room with 
breakfast daily and return  

airport transfers.
offer: 15% discount on room rate.
Valid from: Now until 10 Dec, 2017.

seychelles
HILTON SEYCHELLES LABRIz 

RESORT & SPA
4 nights starting from  
usd 999 per person

includes: King Garden Villa with 
breakfast daily, return  

boat transfers and return  
airport transfers.

offer: 15% discount on room rate, 
50% discount on boat transfers 

and 50% discount on  
spa. treatments.

Valid from: Now until 20 Dec, 2017.

Hilton Seychelles  
Labriz Resort & Spa

Townhouse Galleria, 
Milan

Mandarin Oriental 
Hotel, Barcelona

Hotel Hermitage, 
Monte-Carlo

around
the

World

Dusit Thani Laguna Phuket 
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Something for the weekend 
From seaside retreats to desert delights, this selection  

of properties make for the ideal staycation   

Photographs: 1. The Ritz-Carlton Ras Al Khaimah, Al Wadi Desert;  
2. Crowne Plaza Abu-Dhabi Yas Island; 3. Intercontinental Dubai Marina;  
4. Mirbat Marriott Resort, Salalah; 5. Waldorf Astoria Ras Al Khaimah;  
6. Sofitel Bahrain Zallaq Thalassa Sea And Spa; 7. Yas Viceroy Abu Dhabi

UAE 
Yas ViceroY abu Dhabi
1 night starting from  
USD 85 per person
Special offer: 40% discount on 
room rate and complimentary 
upgrade to Deluxe Room.
Includes: Stay in a Marina Room 
with breakfast.
Validity: until 31 October, 2017.

crowne Plaza abu-Dhabi 
Yas islanD
1 night starting from  
USD 80 per person
Special offer: Complimentary 
upgrade to One Bedroom 
Superior Suite and guaranteed 
late check-out at 3PM.
Includes: Stay in a Deluxe Room 
with breakfast.
Validity: until 31 October, 2017.

Includes: Stay in Al Rimal Pool 
Villa with breakfast.
Validity: until 31 October, 2017

walDorf astoria  
ras al Khaimah 
1 night starting from  
USD 155 per person
Special offer: Complimentary 
upgrade to Deluxe Room Golf 
View Balcony and 2 children 
under 12 years stay free.
Includes: Stay in Classic Room 
with breakfast. 
Validity: until 31 October, 2017.

BAHRAIN 
sofitel bahrain zallaq 
thalassa sea anD sPa  
2 nights starting from 
USD 305 per person 

intercontinental  
Dubai marina
1 night starting from  
USD 125 per person
Special offer: 20% discount  
on room rate.
Includes: Stay in a Deluxe Studio 
with breakfast. 
Validity: until 31 october, 2017.

the ritz-carlton ras al 
Khaimah, al waDi Desert 
1 night starting from  
USD 325 per person
Special offer: 35% discount on 
room rate, 2 children below 12 
years stay free, complimentary 
access. to Ritz-Kids club and 
complimentary Beach access 
at The Ritz-Carlton, Ras Al 
Khaimah, Al Hamra Beach. 

Special offer: 20% discount  
on room rate. 
Includes: Stay in Superior Room 
with breakfast. 
Validity: until 31 October 2017. 

OMAN 
mirbat marriott  
resort, salalah 
3 nights starting from 
USD 185 per person 
Special offer: Complimentary 
airport pick-up and drop-off,  
2 children under 12 years  
stay free, early check-in and  
late check-out, 20% discount  
on F&B and 20% discount on spa.  
Includes: Stay in Deluxe Room 
with breakfast and dinner daily. 
Validity: until 31 October, 2017

1
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dnata offers

How to book By visiting a dnata outlet or  
logging on to dnatatravel.com

 

On the website you can also sign up to the dnata newsletter and 
receive more offers direct to your inbox. T&Cs apply. 

By calling dnata on
+971 4 316 6666
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Travel in style 
with Virtuoso

Boldly Bhutan
Journey to Bhutan and experience 
spectacular landscapes, timeless Buddhist 
culture, educational monasteries, stunning 
fortresses, beautiful valleys, nature trails, 
traditional villages and more. With active 
vacationers and cultural enthusiasts in mind, 
a curated nine-day itinerary sees travellers 
explore Thimpu, Gangtey, Punakha and 
Paro. The Bhutanese pride themselves on a 
sustainable approach to tourism in line with 
the philosophy of Gross National Happiness. 
Bhutan is a destination like no other and will 
surprise you every step of the way. It is the 
last great Himalayan kingdom, shrouded in 
mystery and magic.

occasional grove of fluttering prayer 
flags. Legend has it that Guru Rinpoche, 
founder of Buddhism in Bhutan flew 
from Eastern Bhutan on a tigress, 
bringing Buddhist teachings with him 
and meditated here on this cliff. This is 
one of the most venerated and sacred of 
all Buddhist sights around the world.

HigHligHts
• On the drive from Thimpu to Gangtey, 
climb steeply through a scenic forest of 
pine and cedar trees, to the famed Dochu 
La pass that offers panoramic views of 
the Himalayan mountain ranges.  
• From Punakha enjoy an early morning hike 
to the Khamsum Yuelley Namgyal Chorten. 
Her Majesty the Queen Ashi Tshering 
Yangdon built this three-storey lhakhang 
for the protection of the country and it 
offers impressive views of Punakha valley.   
• Hike to Paro Taktsang: The Tiger's Nest 
Monastery. The trail climbs through 
beautiful pine forest, many of the trees 
festooned with Spanish moss and an 

For unforgettable experiences and exclusive access to the world’s most 
exciting destinations, dnata and Virtuoso have you covered

Photograph: Paro Taktsang  – The Tiger's Nest Monastery

Inspired to travel Virtuoso style? To book this 
trip or see what other exclusive journeys await, 
call +971 4 316 6666 or log onto dnatatravel.com

Promotion

SECRET STAYS

Secret Stays are only available to book on Sunday and Monday 
– if you miss out, you’ll have to wait until the next Sunday for 
the new Secret Stays to be released!

Follow us on  to be the first to see our Secret 
Stay deals each week.

Look online at dnatatravel.com, call +971 4 3898 999,  
or visit your nearest dnata Travel outlet.

 TO UNLOCK YOUR 
SECRET STAY CALL 
+971 4 3898 999

SECRET STAYS are deals that are so good, we have to 
keep the hotel name a secret until after you’ve booked! 
We will tell you the star-rating, where the hotel is located, 
and what’s included in the deal.
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In next month’s  
World Traveller…
➤ Experience the Northern Lights, 
scale a volcano, rescue baby 
puffins, check into far-flung hotels 
and more with our epic guide  
to Iceland.

➤ Step off the tour-bus circuit and 
explore the wilds of Rajasthan in 
north India.

➤ From meandering through the 
bustling medina to a stay at the 
serene Royal Mansour, immerse 
yourself in Marrakech.

mountain, Valmorel welcomes families in a charming environment.  
After a day on the runs, unwind in our Spa by Carita.

Valmorel 4     THE ALPS, FRANCE

A new sensation in the heart of the 3 Valleys domain, in a Resort 
that combines exceptional skiing with the pleasure of après-ski. 
Hit the pristine slopes while we prepare the fondue.

Val Thorens 4     THE ALPS, FRANCE

This family resort provides access to a fascinating Italo-Swiss ski 
domain with some of the highest pistes in Europe. 
It will delight guests of all ages.

Cervinia 4    ITALY

Ski destinations

Situated in the Swiss Vaud Alps at an altitude of 1,300 metres (4,265ft), 
this 
horizon and is both cosy and authentic.

Villars-sur-Ollon 4     SWITZERLAND

KIDS
FREE*

under 4 stay 

TREAT YOUR LOVED ONES TO THE PERFECT SNOWY RETREAT WITH OUR  
ALL-INCLUSIVE HOLIDAY. AND WITH UP TO 15% OFF, THE TIME TO BOOK IS NOW! 

WHAT’S INCLUDED IN OUR SKI HOLIDAY PACKAGE?

Ski pass • Ski/snowboard lessons with professional ESF instructors • Premium accommodation 
• Unlimited drinks and refreshments • Up to 30 sports/activities • Kids clubs from 4 months old1

• International full-board gourmet cuisine • Evening entertainment

15% OFF* 
BOOK 3 MONTHS  

BEFORE DEPARTURE

EARLY BOOKING 
OFFER

LOOKING FOR SOME THRILLS  ON THE RUNS?

From AED 750 per person per night

From AED 670 per person per night From AED 550 per person per night

From AED 730 per person per night

Email us at contactcentre@dnata.com • Call  +971 4 316 6666 
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 Suite dreams 

Suite dreams
Our monthly finish with a flourish, delving into a 
suite that has a character and style all of its own

Ocean Palace Suite
The St. Regis Bal Harbour Resort, Miami 
In one of Miami’s most exclusive areas, The St. Regis Bal Harbour 
Resort hugs the Atlantic Ocean.  Its four new Signature Suites 
(they were unveiled in June) make the very most of the hotel’s 
prime location, with expansive outdoor space – a balcony off the 
living room and another off the bedroom – delivering unbroken 
views of the rolling surf. Each suite houses two master bedrooms 
with walk-in closets, two additional bedrooms with queen-sized 
beds, four bathrooms, two living rooms (because when has one 
ever been enough?) a full kitchen and a dining room. And there’s 
more. Two of the Signature Suites can be connected to form one 
supersized eight-bedroom Grand Sky Palace Suite, which spans 
some 7,500 square feet and can accommodate up to 18 guests  
– big enough to invite us on holiday with you. 
Find out more at stregisbalharbour.comstregisbalharbour.com
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Abu Dhabi Art is a dynamic multi-disciplinary arts platform that widens 
Abu Dhabi’s role as a cultural activator in regional and international spheres. 
Abu Dhabi Art supports the local art ecosystem through an annual fair and a 
year-long cultural programme.

BEYOND: ARTIST COMMISSIONS 
The programme will introduce new artist commissions for Manarat Al Saadiyat, Abu Dhabi city 
and Al Ain. Established contemporary artists Manal Al Dowayan, Magdi Mostafa and Nasser 
Al Salem have been commissioned to create site-specific works which will be unveiled during 
Abu Dhabi Art 2017 and will remain in exhibition until January 2018.

BEYOND: EMERGING ARTISTS
Curators Mohammed Kazem and Cristiana de Marchi will present commissioned works by three 
emerging artists from the UAE in an exhibition at Manarat Al Saadiyat during Abu Dhabi Art and 
until January 2018. Shaikha Al-Mazrou, Alaa Edris and Jumairy have been selected 
as participants for 2017.

GATEWAY 
The exhibition will draw curatorial connections between established UAE artists and their 
international peers. Chief Curator at New York University Abu Dhabi Maya Allison will curate the 
Gateway exhibition for 2017. 

TALKS
Conceived by Guggenheim Abu Dhabi Curator Munira Al Sayegh, the Talks programme will focus 
on debating and documenting local and GCC-wide art histories and narratives.

DURUB AL TAWAYA
The performing arts programme curated by Tarek Abou El Fetouh, will see site-specific 
performances at Abu Dhabi Art and in different locations across the city.

STREET ART
Curated by Fabrice Bousteau, the programme will bring together local and international street 
artists, presenting artworks throughout the urban zones of Abu Dhabi.

BUY YOUR TICKETS NOW! 
To buy your Abu Dhabi Art tickets online and to register for the programmes please visit 
abudhabiart.ae
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Under the Patronage of 
His Highness Sheikh Mohamed bin Zayed Al Nahyan
Crown Prince of Abu Dhabi 
Deputy Supreme Commander of the UAE Armed Forces



Sheikh Zayed Road, Business Bay, PO Box 121000, Dubai, UAE | T +971 4 414 0000 | jwmarriottmarquisdubai.com
 JW Marriott Marquis Dubai |  JWDubaiMarquis |  JWMarriottMarquisDubai

Elevating Luxury
to New Heights.
Comprising two iconic towers, the JW Marriott Marquis Dubai is centrally 
located beside the Dubai Water Canal. Offering a spectrum of facilities for  
the most discerning travellers, it is the ultimate destination of exceptional  
taste featuring an array of diverse restaurants and lounges. 
 

1,608 LUXURIOUS GUEST ROOMS AND SUITES
OVER 14 AWARD-WINNING RESTAURANTS AND LOUNGES 
SARAY SPA FEATURING TRADITIONAL HAMMAMS,   
A DEAD SEA FLOATATION POOL AND 17 TREATMENT ROOMS 
STATE-OF-THE-ART HEALTH CLUB AND FITNESS FACILITIES 
8,000 SQM OF SPECTACULAR MEETING SPACES 

For more information please call +971 4 414 0000 
or visit jwmarriottmarquisdubai.com

J W  M A R R I O T T ®  M A R Q U I S  D U B A I 


