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Shown with standard double hull b

Enclosed head 
compartment comes 
standard with light, 
opening screened 
portlight window, 
cabinetry with sink 
and granite counter 
top, porta potti and 
handheld shower.
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team captured the sleek sexiness of the SS bowrider series 

and incorporated the functionality and convenience of the 

family-friendly deckboat to create a crossover style boat 

that is both beautiful and diverse. The newest addition to 
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delivering quality, style, safety and more customer-driven 

standard features than ever before!

The unbelievable NATIONALLY ADVERTISED PRICE OF $71,995 

(powered with a 300 hp catalyst Mercruiser 6.2L with a 

Bravo III drive) includes an incredible list of standard features, 

including a deluxe tandem axle, color matched trailer with 

swing tongue, LED lights and brakes on both axles!

For additional information, please visit www.crownline.com. 

Then check one out at your nearest Crownline dealer!

Cockpit storage 
with impact 
resistant,non- 
marring coating 
and drawer to 
conveniently stow 
the portable table 
when not in use.



band & middle deck band with color matched deck vents in MOONSTONE/AMETHYST .

J-wrap cockpit interior features driver deluxe shock absorbing bucket 
seats that swivel 360° to face forward or af t. Bow features pillow top 

reclined seats. Shown with optional pure platinum interior and  
drif twood mat flooring.

Innovative  
forward bow  
fender storage
compartment.

Live Life. Live Crownline.
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2018 Malibu Boats Inc.
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There’s only one best of both Worlds. 
The Ri237 with Opti-V Hull.

First towboat of both the World Wake Surfi ng Championship and the IWWF World Wakeboarding Championship.



Perfect  r ide.  Every t ime.
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EDITORIAL By Kevin Falvey

R
egardless of your income, buying a new boat probably represents a big financial commitment. For 

many truly in the market, it’s not so much the actual price of the boat as it is the value of the boat 

for the price paid. The question is raised: What do I get for my money? The potential for return 

on the investment is the real crux of the matter. That’s why we produce this guide and, in fact, 

why we test boats and publish reviews in Boating magazine and at boatingmag.com. We aim to provide you 

with the hard, informed data that will prove helpful when you hit the showroom or the boat show. But 

there’s an aspect of boats that goes beyond specifications and performance; an aspect that transcends 

construction method and hull design; an aspect that can prove more important than whether the boat 

comes with a trailer, is available with joystick engine control, or offers an option for more horsepower. 

Where boats are concerned, the real return on investment comes 

from less tangible features that prove priceless. It is, as Rinker Boats 

President Kim Slocum likes to say, the smiles-per-gallon quotient. 

Allow me to provide some examples from my own life afloat.

I didn’t take my family on a trip this past Memorial Day. Instead 

we boarded the boat, caught some fish, and then headed for a local 

beach where the water, though a bit chilly, ensured 

hours of fun for my daughters and their friends who 

joined us. I might add that my kids, who grew up 

aboard boats, now tell me where we’ll cruise to, what 

we’ll do, and who will be joining us as crew. Just a 

word to the wise. 

Last Fourth of July, we took the boat out to view a 

large commercial fireworks display. Since we never 

even got on plane, even though we were out for hours 

with family and friends, it cost next to nothing, unless you count the bucket of takeout fried 

chicken. But the excitement our guests exhibited at being on the water, at night, coupled 

with our own constant state of waterborne enthusiasm ensured the night was much more 

special than it would have been had we simply driven to a spot to watch the show.

My youngest daughter got up on skis (finally) this year. It took her a while to get it, 

but when she did, we all exalted in her accomplishment, her victory over gravity, and her 

mastery of balance. Her smile was brighter than the sun, and the memory of that smile 

burns brilliantly too.

At various times during the year, we were in close company with sea turtles, whales, 

porpoises, seals, and more varieties of bird life than space allows listing here. We plainly saw the effects 

of erosion on a bluff by observing a lighthouse that had originally been built 200 yards from the cliff some 

200 years ago now teetering on the edge. We saw dew fall, fog lift, and current run. We observed cat’s paws 

foretell wind shifts and cloud formations forecast weather changes. Without TV or textbook or website, we 

learned a lot about the world. And we learned a lot about each other.

Imagine that.

Kevin Falvey, Editor-in-Chief

editor@boatingmag.com

PREPAID
Buy i n g  a  b o at  i s  l i ke  f i l l i n g  a  fa m i ly- f u n  g i f t  ca rd .

Since we never 
even got on plane, 
even though 
we were out for 
hours with fam-
ily and friends, 
it cost us next to 
nothing, unless 
you count the 
bucket of takeout 
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Kaitlyn Schneider is the first woman to take 
a job as a technician at the Lakeside Marina 
in Oshkosh, Wisconsin. She won the job after 
attending the Mercury-sponsored Marine 
Mechanics Institute in Orlando, Florida. Here’s 
what she has to say about her career choice. 
     — Pete McDonald

Kaitlyn 
Schneider,
Marine Mechanic

When did you attend Marine Mechanics Institute?

I went there from August 2013 to August 2014, one year. I 

started at Lakeside Marina in September 2014.

Were you the only woman at the institute?

There were two other women in my class and two others 

in different classes. I was the youngest girl and close to the 

youngest student there.

Did you grow up on the water?

Yes, I spent every summer weekend in Sturgeon Bay, 

Wisconsin. I loved every minute of it.                  

 What drew you to a career working on boats? 

I always thought of being a naval architect, but after getting 

into working on automotive engines, I made the leap over to 

the marine side after hearing a presentation by a rep from 

Marine Mechanics Institute.

What’s a typical problem with today’s engines?

Mostly, it’s people forgetting to do maintenance, but noth-

ing else that consistent. It’s something different every time.

Do friends ask you to fix their boats for free now? 

Most of my friends don’t have boats yet. I’m in the clear there. P
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To read the full 

interview, scan 

this tag or go to 

boatingmag

.com/marine-

mechanic.
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It’s boat-show season, and 

that means all kinds of spe-

cial deals are being off ered by 

manufacturers and dealers. 

Their goal is to get you to 

sign on the dotted line. Let’s 

see how savvy you are. 

— Eric Colby

1. We expect dealers to 

have sales personnel at a 

boat show, but what other 

departments should also be 

on hand?

A. Service

B. Parts and accessories

C. Warranty

D. All of the above

2. How long of a term can a 

buyer with good credit get 

for a boat loan?

A. 5 years

B. 10 years

C. 15 years

D. 20 years

3. You’re a serious buyer. 

Before heading to the show, 

what is the most important 

thing to establish?

A. The size of boat you 

want

B. The size of engine you 

want

C. Your budget

D. None of the above

4. Many show-goers don’t 

have tens of thousands 

of dollars lying around to 

purchase a boat outright. 

That means financing.

What do lenders 

consider to be a good 

credit score?

A. 650

B. 675

C. 700

D. 725

5. What is the biggest 

mistake first-time boat 

buyers make?

A. They buy the wrong 

type of boat

B. They buy too small of 

a boat

C. They buy an under-

powered boat

D. All of the above

BOAT-
SHOW 
DEALS

C A P TA I N ’S 

T E ST  ( A N SW E R S )

1. A. A smart dealer will 
have the service man-
ager on hand to answer 
questions. 

2. D. Depending upon the 
purchase amount.

3. C. Know your budget 
and don’t exceed it. 

4. C. According to 
lendingtree.com. 

5. A. If you want to haul 
a crowd, don’t buy an 
18-foot cuddy.

CAPTAIN’S TESTS 

ONLINE

Test your knowledge of 

boating with more Captain’s 

Tests at boatingmag.com/

captains-test.

FIVE 
THINGS 
NOT TO 
SAY TO 
YOUR 
BOAT-
SHOW 
DEALER

MORE THAN 5
See many more dumb things at

boatingmag.com/five-things.
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SEAMANSHIP By Pete McDonald

Because of that, count me 

among the recent converts to 

the wakesurfing craze that’s 

sweeping through the boating 

culture. But at the last Miami 

International Boat Show, a 

conversation between con-

temporaries about it caught 

me off guard. They had no use 

for wakesurfing; in fact, they 

loathed it .  The reason? 

Operators of wakesurfing 

boats had been cutting too 

close to them. The wake these 

boats throw is no joke — some 

can rival decent ocean swells — 

WA K E
WATC H E R S
Tow sports require proper etiquette on the water.

so having to deal with it can be 

less than enjoyable.

T h e  c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n 

watersports enthusiasts and 

other boaters is not new. I’ve 

heard cruisers and anglers 

complain about tubers, skiers 

a n d  w a k e b o a r d e r s  f o r 

decades. What needs to hap-

pen is everyone who throws a 

wake for entertainment needs 

to adhere to some guidelines 

to keep the peace with other 

boaters, shore anglers and 

waterfront property owners. 

Here are a few suggestions.

DON’T ROCK THE BOAT

I’ve long practiced the com-

mon courtesy of coming off 

plane and minimizing my 

wake to scoot past boats 

anchored up and fishing, par-

ticularly those positioned close 

to shore. Odds are they will 

never free their anchor in time 

to escape a large wake. At best, 

it’s a bone-rattling nuisance; at 

worse, it can lead to injury or 

cause capsizing. Same goes for 

canoes, kayaks and stand-up 

paddleboard s. Boaters of any 

stripe — not just watersports 

practitioners — should provide 

the same courtesy.

DON’T KNOCK THE DOCK

Try to pick a line that doesn’t 

cut too close to shore, as the 

peak wave generated by a surf 

boat will slam into any other 

boats tied off to docks or 

moored along the shoreline. 

Stay out in deeper water so 

that the waves you generate 

subside by the time they reach 

shore. This shouldn’t be a 

problem because most surf-

boats need at least 9 feet of 

depth to generate a proper 

wave. And since surfing occurs 

so close behind the boat, find-

ing smooth water isn’t as much 

of an issue as with other tow 

sports. Go deep and enjoy.

GET IN LINE

When you find another skier, 

boarder or surfer in your pre-

ferred spot, the first instinct is 

to head to one on the opposite 

side of the lake. However, one 

professional boarder recently 

told me that you’re better off 

working the same patch of 

water and establishing a rota-

tion. That way, everyone is 

throwing wakes in the same 

direction and not generating 

conflicting waves. It’s com-

mon practice for anglers to set 

up shared drift patterns and 

trolling lineups — can’t water-

sports fans do the same?

KEEP WATCH 

Too many times on the water, 

I’ve had to perform evasive 

maneuvers to make way for a 

tow boater who was watching 

the tuber or boarder behind 

him. That’s what spotters are 

for. A boat operator should 

 always focus on what’s hap-

pening around him, and he still 

has a responsibility to heed the 

nautical rules of the road. 

Work to share the water 

and, who knows, maybe the 

nonbelievers out there will 

see how much fun it is and 

decide to drop in too. Trust 

me, it’s a blast.

Surfing behind a boat on an endless 
wave, without the need to hold on 
to a towrope, is one of the most 
liberating feelings you can get on 
the water.
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A bilge pump is an essential piece of boating equipment. When 

shopping for a new boat, take the time to compare the bilge-pump 

installations aboard the boats on your short list. I have found this to 

be a good barometer of the overall care a boatbuilder takes in rigging 

and equipping a new boat. While there’s more to a great bilge-pump 

installation than can fi t on one page, check out the following tips. 

— Kevin Falvey

 ACCESSIBLE American 

Boat and Yacht Council stan-

dards require the pump be 

accessible to remove debris or 

clean its intake screen. This 

seems logical, but I have found 

that it is less common than 

logic — and ABYC compliance 

— suggests.

Sometimes pumps that 

need to be located beneath 

engines can be mounted to a 

removable board that slides 

out for service. In other in-

stances, only those with long 

arms can reach the pump 

through cockpit sole hatches 

or deck plates. In such cases, 

a pump that can be installed 

in the open might be used 

instead, with an intake hose 

 running to the deep part of 

the bilge. Strainers (aka strum 

boxes) for the working end of 

such hoses indicate a builder 

who is concerned about bilge-

pump reliability. 

 CAPACITY Bigger is better. 

The largest-capacity pump that 

will fi t in the area is the best way 

to go. A big reason for this logic 

is that the  rated  capacity of the 

pump almost   always far ex-

ceeds the actual  performance. 

The specifi c reasons for 

this will vary with  individual 

installations. But variables 

include the height that  water 

must be lifted to be discharged 

(aka head); the diameter of 

the hose used and whether it 

is smoothbore or  corrugated; 

the use of check valves and 

90-degree fi ttings; and volt-

age drop. A bilge pump is not 

an emergency pump designed 

to stem catastrophic fl ooding. 

But it should evacuate wa-

ter as quickly and  effi  ciently 

as possible, which can pre-

vent  catastrophe or buy 

boaters time in the event of 

a  catastrophe. 

CHECK VALVES A check 

valve may be installed in the 

discharge line of a bilge pump. 

It can prevent cycling of the 

pump. (Water in the hose when 

the pump shuts off  runs back 

into the bilge, fl oats the switch 

and turns  the  pump back on.) 

A check valve can also pre-

vent back-fl ooding through 

the  discharge fi tting if the fi t-

ting becomes submerged as it 

might when launching a boat 

off  a trailer at a steep ramp, or if 

aground and listing. But check 

valves can clog with salt and de-

bris, so they must be accessible, 

and boaters should make it a 

habit to inspect these for prop-

er operation regularly.

HOW TO 

CHOOSE A 

BILGE PUMP
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BILGE PUMPS 
Mount pumps level, 
or with the outlet fac-
ing up, to allow air to 
escape the impeller 
chamber and prevent
air locks.

You can mount Whale’s Gulper 320 high and dry where it is 
easily accessible and route a hose from its intake port down 
to the deepest part of your bilge. Self-priming with a 320 gph 
capacity, it is rated for boats up to 39.4 feet length overall, 
and it can run dry without damage. $190; defender.com — K.F.

BEACHED WHALE 
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Choosing the right runabout requires more careful shopping and 

comparison from boat buyers than it might first appear to the unini-

tiated. Unlike a fishing boat, which may be designed and equipped to 

pursue a certain species, or a watersports boat optimized to wake-

board, wakesurf or water-ski, a runabout can’t self-select its owner. 

The decision to purchase a runabout finds its foundation in more nu-

merous and subtle factors. We’ve tested runabouts big and small to 

help boat buyers make that decision with greater confidence.
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THIS RINKER 
Q7 OB embodies 
the best qualities of 
a runabout. It’s fast, 
good-looking, and 
ready to deliver your 
crew to the fun.

22 AFINA 3950

23 FOUR WINNS

 350 Horizon OB

24 SEA RAY Sundancer

 350 Coupe

26 FORMULA 330 CBR

28 RINKER Q7 OB

30 CHAPARRAL 247 SSX

32 STARCRAFT MDX 231 E OB

34 CROWNLINE E23 XS

36 ROSSITER 23

38 MONTEREY M-205

40  REGAL 21 OBX

42  GLASTRON GTD 200
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.65  6.50  4.30  1.31  1.51  236  272  0  67 

1500  7.39  8.50  7.70  0.96  1.10  173  199  1  65 

2000  9.99  11.50  12.90  0.77  0.89  139  160  1  72 

2500  11.30  13.00  19.50  0.58  0.67  104  120  2  76 

3000  16.08  18.50  27.00  0.60  0.69  107  123  4  79 

3500  26.94  31.00  33.50  0.80  0.93  145  167  3  80 

4000  35.63  41.00  39.50  0.90  1.04  162  187  3  83 

4500  39.97  46.00  56.00  0.71  0.82  128  148  3  85

5000  41.71  48.00  73.50  0.57  0.65  102  118  3  88      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Fabulous fi t and fi nish, and it’s 

semicustom, so you can get 

cabinets, counters, upholstery and 

the helm built to order.

X Much more attractive than a 

houseboat but offers the same 

all-season versatility.

X Running surface carves in turns 

and allows air to lift the bow 

at cruising speed for improved 

economy.

Specs
· LOA: 39'6" · BEAM: 11'0" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 18,500 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 18/NA · FUEL 

CAPACITY: 200 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin 430 hp Mercury 

MerCruiser 8.2L sterndrives

DRIVE/PROP: Bravo Three/25" pitch 

stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 175 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 700 lb.

Price

$550,000 (approx.)

AFINA

3950

after lifting a hatch in the walk-through 

to the bow. Below are a settee and a mid-

cabin-style berth. At the dock, we enjoyed 

 hanging out on the aft deck where there’s 

yet another settee. 

A pair of 430 hp MerCruiser Bravo 

Three drives equipped with joystick 

 piloting pushed the sharp-handling Afi na 

3950 to a top speed of 48 mph. Running 

angles are moderate and sound levels are 

low, both of which add to the experience of 

comfort aboard this boat. 

The Afi na 3950’s inverted V-hull 

 delivers shallow draft and quick-planing 

performance. It proved super-stable dur-

ing our test. We put it through its paces, 

carving neat turns and enjoying brisk 

 acceleration. Look for an outboard-

powered version in 2018.

The Afi na 3950 was born out of frustra-

tion. When Wayne Floe, CEO of dock 

and boat-lift builder Floe International, 

couldn’t fi nd just the right boat, he de-

signed his own. Now his dream boat can 

be yours. The semicustom Afi na 3950 is in 

production from an all-new, state-of-the-

art facility near McGregor, Minnesota, 

with a base price of about $500,000. And 

there is  really nothing like it on the water.

This 39-foot-6-inch-long, 11-foot-

beam fi berglass craft has a single-level 

design that makes it usable from stem 

to stern. Designed to stretch the season, 

provide climate-controlled comfort and 

all-weather protection, the Grand View 

cabin can be completely closed or opened 

up in various stages — open the forward 

and aft glass doors, roll down (electrically) 

the huge side windows, and roll back (elec-

trically) the soft-top section. Collectively, 

Afi na calls these features the  Weather 

Right System.

The day we ran the Afi na in hot, muggy 

Florida, we opened all the glass, but kept 

the roof closed for shade, and were very 

comfortable on a 90-degree day thanks to 

the natural breeze and the one provided 

by the boat itself. We truly enjoyed the 

bright, airy house area with great views 

all around. Heat and air conditioning will 

allow the owner to further manipulate the 

environment and the comfort of guests in 

just about any season or locale.

There’s a galley in the main house 

area, where a wraparound cushion pulls 

out to create a berth . The head compart-

ment forward to port has a shower and 

almost 6  feet of headroom. Access to the 

Hideaway Suite cabin is down three steps 
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McGregor, Minnesota; 800-336-6337; afinayachts.com
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  2.40  1.81  2.08  261  300  0  57 

1500  5.74  6.60  4.50  1.27  1.47  184  211  0  65 

2000  7.47  8.60  6.40  1.17  1.34  168  194  1  68 

2500  7.91  9.10  10.30  0.77  0.88  111  127  3  72 

3000  8.95  10.30  15.80  0.57  0.65  82  94  4  71 

3500  10.78  12.40  21.00  0.51  0.59  74  85  5  73 

4000  13.99  16.10  25.80  0.54  0.62  78  90  7  76 

4500  28.59  32.90  25.40  1.13  1.30  162  187  3  79 

5000  33.02  38.00  31.00  1.07  1.23  153  177  2  81 

5500  35.70  42.00  35.80  1.00  1.17  144  169  1  83 

6000  40.15  46.20  44.20  0.91  1.05  131  151  1  85 

6450  42.67  49.10  58.60  0.73  0.84  105  121  0  86      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Versatile layout is good for social-

izing, coving and light cruising.

X Outboard power is easy to 

maintain, smooth and so quiet.

X Luxurious appointments include 

premium upholstery and beautiful 

wood trim in the cockpit and cabin.

X Right size for open-water 

adventures.

Specs
· LOA: 35'0" · BEAM: 10'10" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 13,300 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht Certifi ed 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 170 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin Mercury Verado 350 

outboards

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/14.625" x 17" 

Mercury Revolution 4 stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 150 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 760 lb.

Price

$319,231

FOUR WINNS

Horizon 350 OB

by the walk-through to the bow, but the 

berth will do for an overnight away from 

home port. Our test boat was rigged with 

Joystick Piloting, Active Trim, and the full 

suite of Mercury SmartCraft features that 

make the most of Verado outboards. This 

boat returns almost identical perform-

ance and economy to the 760  hp stern-

drive Horizon 350 we  tested, but it is much 

quieter: just 79 dBA at 4,500 rpm cruising 

speed compared to 90 dBA for the stern-

drive boat at 3,500 rpm. The perform ance 

of these sophisticated  outboards is felt but 

not heard.

Strapping two outboards to the transom of 

a boat like the Four Winns Horizon 350 OB 

proves advantageous in a number of ways. 

Corrosion resistance is increased versus 

a sterndrive-powered boat, since the out-

boards can be tilted  completely clear of 

the water while at the dock.  Servicing the 

engines is easier and can be done in broad 

daylight while standing upright. Out-

boards are also really quiet and virtually 

vibration-free, facts we noted during our 

test. We also couldn’t help but notice the 

cavernous stowage space where the stern-

drive engine would normally be. Yes, the 

transom platform isn’t as wide-open as 

that of a sterndrive-powered boat. 

Four Winns off ers the boat both ways. 

In fact, from the transom forward, the 

OB is identical to the sterndrive-powered 

 Horizon 350. It features an expansive bow 

lounging area with a direct walk-through 

from the hardtop-covered cockpit and an 

aft lounge at the transom. The result is a 

boat with three distinct areas for social-

izing (teenagers to the bow, for example).

Despite the outboards, the Horizon 

350 off ers an expansive transom platform 

that wraps around the aft corners of the 

hull to ease dockside boarding. An elec-

tric ram raises the aft seat section to reach 

“the basement” where inboard engines 

would have fi t — that’s 1 foot 6 inches deep 

to a fl at fl oor, which has two hatches to 

reach 2 feet 6 inches deep to the fi nished 

bilge. There’s a lot of room here for stuff  

day-boating requires: dive tanks, fl oating 

toys, or big coolers. There’s another stow-

age bay below the cockpit deck that will 

hold a pair of 36-quart coolers.

The entry to the cabin and head com-

partment is in the port console. The head 

is expansive and private because it’s be-

lowdecks. Cabin headroom is  compromised 
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Cadillac, Michigan; 231-775-1351; fourwinns.com
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.87  6.75  1.60  3.67  4.22  706  813  0  0 

1500  7.65  8.80  7.30  1.05  1.21  202  232  1  78 

2000  8.91  10.25  12.60  0.71  0.81  136  157  1  81 

2500  12.38  14.25  19.00  0.65  0.75  126  144  4  82 

3000  19.42  22.35  24.20  0.80  0.92  155  178  3  82 

3500  25.59  29.45  30.80  0.83  0.96  160  184  2  87 

4000  30.07  34.60  43.30  0.69  0.80  134  154  2  87 

4500  32.24  37.10  49.60  0.65  0.75  125  144  2  89 

5000  34.85  40.10  51.80  0.67  0.77  130  149  2  89 

5450  35.10  42.05  54.70  0.64  0.77  124  148  2  90      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Great engine-room access 

(including access to batteries 

and strainers).

X Foredeck seating/lounges make 

use of otherwise wasted space.

X Considerable standard equipment: 

air conditioning, sliding sunroof, 

VacuFlush head, Fosgate amps/

woofers, cockpit carpet and more.

Specs
· LOA: 35'0" (stem to platform) 

· BEAM: 11'4" · DRY WEIGHT: 18,792 lb. 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht 

Certifi ed · FUEL CAPACITY: 214 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin MerCruiser 6.2L MPI ECT 

Bravo Three with Axius 

DRIVE/PROP: 15.25" Bravo Three 

stainless-steel propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.20:1

FUEL LOAD: 200 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

$385,156

SEA RAY

Sundancer 350 

Coupe

stall shower with a seat and sliding door to 

keep things dry.

Forward is a fi ve-sided master berth, 

but we might be tempted to claim the mid-

ship cabin with its full headroom, spacious 

double (using a fi ller) or two twins, and the 

optional bulkhead with privacy door.

Standard power is a pair of MerCruiser 

6.2L MPI gas engines (350 hp) with Bravo 

Three sterndrives, which you can upgrade 

to 380 hp MerCruisers with the Axius 

joystick controls, as well as Merc diesels. 

 Access through a large opening cockpit 

hatch is excellent.

The coupe version adds all-weather 

use to the popular Sundancer 350, off er-

ing more protection and a longer boating 

season for all.

When Sea Ray coined the Sundancer 

 moniker, it was about sun and fresh 

air — and cabin cruising boats with big 

open cockpits for outdoor living. But 

not  everyone wants to be pals with their 

dermatologist, so the coupe concept has 

 become popular. The new Sundancer 350 

Coupe provides a great example. It off ers 

sun when you want it and protection from 

cold, heat or rain as needed. It will stretch 

your boating season too.

The Sundancer 350 has proven to be 

popular and, as a coupe, it’s sure to reap 

continued success, but the Sundancer 

350 Coupe is more than just an existing 

boat with a hardtop slapped on. It has the 

well-proven 20-degree deadrise hull that 

off ers seaworthy comfort and good speed 

(42-plus mph), but the layout is consider-

ably changed.  

The “psychiatrist’s couch” opposite 

the helm remains, off ering either  fore-aft 

lounging or couch seating. The helm is a 

delight, with a Simrad GO9 touchscreen 

display on which you can view  Mercury 

VesselView link data . The skipper has a 

panoramic view through a huge single-

pane windshield, and the zigzag side 

windows add to the openness. For en-

tertaining, the doublewide helm seat 

spins to face the cockpit with its dinette 

and couch.

Below, the L-shaped galley features a 

fridge, two-burner cooktop, microwave 

and surprisingly good counter space. A 

pair of couches completes the main cabin.

The head is molded and easily cleaned, 

with a VacuFlush head and a man-size 
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Vonore, Tennessee; 423-884-6631; searay.com
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jeanneau.com

Meet the Leader 33. Contemporary, sporty and dynamic, the Leader 33 adapts to suit your 

rhythm and lifestyle. Enjoy an entirely open layout by day, and a cozy atmosphere for greater 

privacy at night. Generous living spaces and refi ned design let you travel and entertain in 

comfort and style. Power: Available twin gas or diesel with joystick options. 

a  C o n t e m p o r a r y  E x p r e s s  C r u i s e r

LIVE DEEPLY



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.9  5.6  3.2  1.5  1.8  307.9  354.4  2  65 

1500  7.1  8.2  5.3  1.3  1.5  272.3  313.3  2  72 

2000  8.5  9.8  9.2  0.9  1.1  187.4  215.7  4  76 

2500  8.6  9.9  15.8  0.5  0.6  110.3  126.9  7  79 

3000  14.3  16.5  16.6  0.9  1.0  174.9  201.3  6  83 

3500  24.0  27.6  23.5  1.0  1.2  206.7  237.8  5  86 

4000  26.9  31.0  29.0  0.9  1.1  188.1  216.5  5  87 

4500  33.9  39.0  36.3  0.9  1.1  189.1  217.6  5  90 

5000  37.5  43.2  46.7  0.8  0.9  162.8  187.3  4  90 

5500  40.6  46.7  57.0  0.7  0.8  144.2  165.9  3  90 

6000  43.4  50.0  69.6  0.6  0.7  126.4  145.5  3  93 

6500  47.2  54.3  86.3  0.5  0.6  110.7  127.4  3  93      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

HIGH POINTS
X Triple Mercury Verado Four-

Strokes, optionally color-matched 

to the hull, provide the wow factor 

when pulling in at the restaurant. 

XWell-appointed cabin with 

enclosed head provides more than 

adequate room to get out of the 

rain, spend a quick night aboard, or 

have a nice meal while watching 

some TV.

Specs
· LOA: 33'0" · BEAM: 10'3" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 12,500 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht Certifi ed 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 225 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINES: Triple Mercury Verado 

FourStrokes

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Revolution 4 17" x 145/8" 

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 127 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$554,330 (as tested)

FORMULA

330 CBR

 counter with sink and a fridge with icebox. 

The pilot’s cockpit has enough controls 

and instruments for a 777, and it can be in-

timidating for a bit.

Aft, a power hatch lifts to reveal a 

well-arranged and neatly rigged under-

deck area to access the genset and engine/

power-steering rigging. This is where the 

engines would be in the sterndrive model, 

so there’s loads of room to move around 

and check things over when necessary. A 

large sun lounge with reversible seat back 

is mounted atop the hatch. At the tran-

som, the triple Mercs are mounted to an 

Armstrong engine bracket. The aft deck is 

plenty large for swimming or watersports 

prep, and it’s covered with PlasDek for 

long-term wear.

If you can imagine an amenity, Formula 

has included it aboard the 330 CBR (Cross-

over Bowrider). With 900 hp on tap, the 

12,500-pound 330 CBR reached 30 mph 

in just over 7 seconds. Top speed was a tick 

under 55 mph with the Mercury Verados 

making 6,500 rpm. While 

there’s a lot to contend with 

(triple engine throttles, triple 

trim systems, and trim tabs) 

Formula and Mercury make 

it easy with Active Trim, a 

Skyhook joystick, and syn-

chronized digital controls.

Our best economy net-

ted 1.2 mpg at 27.6 mph. 

That economy stayed fairly 

constant up to 4,500 rpm 

and 39  mph, so you can gal-

lop home in a storm without 

burning much more than 

you would at a nice cruise. 

 Formula’s 21-degree vee 

 combines with 12,500-pound heft to tame 

waves. The ride proved solid and sure-

footed. In tight turns, the 330 held its own.

Formula’s approach is to load the boat 

with features and execute perfectly. A pol-

ished stainless-steel anchor windlass and 

chrome-plated remote spotlight reside in 

the nose. The bowrider section is cavern-

ous and comfy, with crisp yachting cloth 

and supple cushioning. We had the occa-

sion to install the cockpit covers thanks to 

overnight showers, and they fi t perfectly. 

The hardtop features mood lighting, ste-

reo speakers, and an electric retractable 

awning that extends aft to shade pas-

sengers sitting in the stern. Amidships, 

 entertaining is done with a clean portside 
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Decatur, Indiana; 800-736-7685; formulaboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the 330 CBR, 

scan this 

tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

formula330cbr.

C RUNABOUT

CERTIFIED

TEST 

RESULTS

 B O AT  B U Y E R S  G U I D E  2 0 1 8   |  2 6  |   B O AT I N G M A G . C O M

BOAT BUYERS GUIDE



  geico.com   |  1-800-865-4846   |  Local Offi ce
See how much you could save on boat insurance.

You could get a discount when you combine your auto and boat policies.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.10  3.95  4.55  260  299  0  56 

1500  5.65  6.50  1.80  3.14  3.61  206  237  1  63 

2000  6.60  7.60  3.00  2.20  2.53  145  166  3  63 

2500  9.12  10.50  4.80  1.90  2.19  125  144  4  67 

3000  13.90  16.00  6.80  2.04  2.35  134  155  5  76 

3500  19.12  22.00  8.50  2.25  2.59  148  170  4  79 

4000  21.72  25.00  10.40  2.09  2.40  137  158  3  79 

4500  27.63  31.80  12.80  2.16  2.48  142  163  2  81 

5000  34.67  39.90  16.50  2.10  2.42  138  159  2  82 

5500  39.89  45.90  20.60  1.94  2.23  127  146  2  84 

6000  44.49  51.20  25.50  1.74  2.01  115  132  2  86 

6420  46.84  53.90  29.50  1.59  1.83  104  120  2  87      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Abundant low-maintenance 

stowage includes roto-molded 

compartments under nearly all 

seating, along with the in-fl oor ski 

locker and expansive starboard 

console.

X Extended port and starboard swim 

platforms fl ank the engine, as well 

as feature an integrated walkway 

to cross in front of the engine.

X Optional watersports tower adds 

a stylish accent, as well as a solid 

7-foot attachment point for towing 

duties. 

Specs
· LOA: 27'2" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,950 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht Certifi ed 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 73 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury Verado 300

PROP: Mercury Enertia 14.2" x 18" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 50 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 360 lb.

Price

$88,612 (with test power)

RINKER

Q7 OB

behind the passenger seat. The starboard 

console off ers stowage, a door-mounted 

trash receptacle and pullout 25-quart 

cooler. The port console reveals a roomy 

head with port-a-potty or optional toilet. 

Behind the helm seat, the cockpit galley 

features a sink with faucet, a standard 

Waring blender and optional refrigerator.

Underway, the Q7 performed just as 

good as it looks. With a Mercury Verado 

300 mounted to a custom bracket off  the 

transom, our test boat displayed minimal 

bow rise as it leaped to 30 mph in 8.3 sec-

onds. Top speed peaked just shy of 54 mph. 

Handling at speed was precise and con-

fi dent, with the boat banking through 

 corners with total authority. 

The running surface of the sexy Rinker Q7 

OB was developed based on the  best-selling 

boat model in Rinker’s 75-year history, the 

Captiva 232, but the boat’s look and feel 

prove brand-spanking new. In profi le, the 

Q7 OB’s lines swoop from bow to stern in 

a gentle arc, with style lines rising from 

the chine to seamlessly meld 

into the swim platform be-

low and the artfully crafted 

windshield above. Within its 

expansive cockpit, the two-

tone upholstery covering the 

seating avoids excessive pat-

terning, opting instead for 

clean, angular lines that de-

liver a fresh look and inviting 

feel. The uncluttered dash at 

the helm is highlighted by a 

single Simrad GO7 fl at-screen 

display that can handle most 

all gauge and navigation re-

quirements. Even the aft 

platform boasts pleasingly minimalist 

styling. Rather than attempting to install 

an upholstered rumble seat that will just 

get trod on, Rinker instead opts for a base 

cushion made from an extra-thick layer of 

EVA traction material. 

The fl oor plan creates an open, airy feel 

and practically makes for great pedestrian 

fl ow both forward and aft of the wind-

shield. Forward, the angular bow cockpit’s 

depth provides plenty of peace of mind for 

parents, and 4 feet of length for adults to 

stretch out. Aft, twin seats reside behind 

helm and port consoles, each with a fl ip-

up bolster. An L-shaped bench runs 9 feet 

along the starboard length and transom. 

To port, another nearly 5-foot couch waits 
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Syracuse, Indiana; 574-457-5731; rinkerboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Q7 OB, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

rinkerq7ob.
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PRIDE AND JOY
Sea Ray’s commitment to next-level boating is on full display in the Sundancer 350 and 350 Coupe. Impeccable 

craftsmanship and seamless performance combine with layouts designed for entertaining. First-class 

amenities span from versatile cabins to large, social cockpits and beyond. Whether you favor the sleek 

enclosed hardtop of the 350 Coupe, or the iconic lines of the 350, the Sundancer will be your pride and joy.

 EXPERIENCE A BOLD VISION FOR BOATING.

SEARAY.COM 

SUNDANCER 350

SUNDANCER 350 COUPE



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.30  3.34  3.85  196  225  0  69 

1500  6.00  6.90  2.00  3.00  3.45  175  202  1  68 

2000  7.21  8.30  3.00  2.40  2.77  141  162  3  73 

2500  8.43  9.70  4.60  1.83  2.11  107  123  6  78 

3000  12.34  14.20  7.10  1.74  2.00  102  117  7  82 

3500  20.16  23.20  8.30  2.43  2.80  142  164  5  82 

4000  23.98  27.60  9.50  2.52  2.91  148  170  4  83 

4500  28.07  32.30  12.90  2.18  2.50  127  146  3  85 

5000  32.59  37.50  14.40  2.26  2.60  132  152  4  84 

5500  36.67  42.20  18.40  1.99  2.29  117  134  3  87 

5900  39.71  45.70  24.20  1.64  1.89  96  110  3  90      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Two-foot-deep swim platform is 

ideal for coving, with an oversize 

stainless-steel grab handle, four-

step telescopic ladder, and remote 

for the Polk audio system.

X Tired of hunting for seat-

adjustment levers? Chaparral 

opts for oversize, easy-to-handle 

polished levers, relocated to the 

topside of the thigh bolsters.

X Optional electronic folding 

sport arch is a stylish mix of 

tubing and welded panels, and 

incorporates a unique, simple-

to-deploy Bimini top.

Specs
· LOA: 25'0" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,700 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 14/2,006 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 65 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Volvo-Penta V8-300-CE/DPS

DRIVE/PROP: Sterndrive/FH4 propset

GEAR RATIO: 1.95:1

FUEL LOAD: 65 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 350 lb.

Price

$95,305  (with test power) 

CHAPARRAL

247 SSX

graced our tester’s dash, shaded by an 

 attractive brow. To port, a generous-size 

head compartment includes a standard 

port-a-potty, a large fl oor drain, and an 

opening port for ventilation. The in-fl oor 

ski locker is ready to handle water toys, 

 including wakeboards.

It’s the remainder of the seating, 

 however, that shines brightest. Behind the 

captain’s perch, a 2-foot-8-inch bench cov-

ers a lift-out 25-quart cooler. Opposite, a 

4-foot-8-inch-by-3-foot-9-inch  L-shaped 

bench accommodates additional passen-

gers in comfort. Pivot the backrest forward 

to create a massive recliner out of the nearly 

7-foot-wide, 3-foot-deep sun pad. Raise the 

starboard quarter to reveal a convenient 

transom walk-through. 

Firewall the throttle, pass 40 mph, then 

crank the wheel hard over on  Chaparral’s 

247 SSX. You won’t be disappointed. 

 Rather than the prop losing its grip or the 

hull bucking unpredictably, the 247 SSX 

stays glued to the water, fast, stable and 

utterly predictable. 

Credit Chaparral’s 

Extended V-Plane hull. Its 

sharp bow, extended run-

ning surface and tight aft 

corners allow the craft to 

power through turns with 

exceptional results. The de-

sign also enhances low-speed 

stability, provides a soft 

and dry ride, and improves 

fuel economy. With a 300 hp 

Volvo  Penta Duoprop stern-

drive under the sun pad, we 

powered the 247 SSX onto 

plane in 5.1 seconds, achieved 

30  mph in 8  seconds, and 

topped out at 46 mph. The best cruising 

fuel economy we noted occurred with the 

engine turning 4,000 rpm, the boat mak-

ing about 28 mph, and a net fuel economy 

of nearly 3 mpg. Fast, effi  cient and fun.

Passengers will appreciate the inviting 

open-concept cockpit layout. At the bow, 

minimum depth is a generous 2 feet 8 inch-

es, off ering a pronounced feeling of security. 

The anchor locker opens on friction hinges, 

has hangers for a Danforth-style anchor, 

and incorporates a four-step boarding lad-

der. Seat cushions fl ip open lengthwise on 

articulating hinges for easy stowage ac-

cess. Aft, twin captain’s chairs sit behind 

the helm and port console. Optional twin 

12-inch Simrad multifunction displays 
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Nashville, Georgia; 229-686-7481; chaparralboats.com

To see our video 

review of the 

247 SSX, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

chaparral

247ssx.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.2  4.8  0.6  7.0  8.0  275.3  316.8  1  66 

1500  5.6  6.4  1.2  4.6  5.3  183.5  211.2  2  68 

2000  6.3  7.3  2.3  2.8  3.2  109.2  125.7  4  75 

2500  10.8  12.4  3.9  2.8  3.2  109.4  125.9  6  81 

3000  15.4  17.7  4.6  3.3  3.8  132.4  152.4  6  83 

3500  22.4  25.8  5.7  3.9  4.5  155.8  179.2  4  84 

4000  26.9  31.0  7.6  3.5  4.1  140.4  161.5  3  84 

4500  31.5  36.2  10.2  3.1  3.5  122.1  140.5  3  85 

5000  35.6  41.0  12.3  2.9  3.3  114.7  132.0  3  88 

5500  41.0  47.2  17.5  2.3  2.7  92.8  106.8  3  89      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Deep, wide cockpit and well-

engineered, secure seating offer 

pontoon-boat roominess with a 

runabout feel inside, especially 

important when rigged with 

larger engines capable of higher 

performance. 

X Strong Evinrude E-Tec G2 power 

plant gives spirited performance 

for watersports and fast rides yet 

doesn’t gulp fuel at any speed. 

Specs
· LOA: 23'3" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY WEIGHT: 

3,128 lb. · SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

12/1,650 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 44 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Evinrude E-Tec G2 two-stroke 

200 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Evinrude Rebel 

15" x 21" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.17:1

FUEL LOAD: 44 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$57,188 (as tested)

STARCRAFT

MDX 231 E OB 

 changing room with optional  port-a-potty. 

Amidships on the port side, our tester 

 featured an optional sink and food-prep 

station with more storage underneath.

At the stern, the seating is arranged in 

a cushy, curved L layout, ending at a nar-

row step out to the transom area. More 

storage abounds under these seats, with a 

small cooler tucked beneath as well. Clean 

rigging is one pretty feature Evinrude G2s 

off er, and Starcraft’s execution is excel-

lent; the engine looks like it was born on 

the MDX’s transom.

The MDX is built with a fully bonded 

fi berglass inner liner and backed with a 

full Lifetime Plus 6 warranty (lifetime on 

the hull, six years on everything else). Like 

all Starcrafts, it’s a great value, off ering 

strong performance and utility.       

Starcraft’s MDX deck-boat series is well-

represented in the MDX 231 E OB, powered 

by Evinrude’s E-Tec G2 200 hp two-stroke 

outboard. The result is a stout performance 

combo; our tester reached 47 mph with two 

aboard and three-quarters tank of fuel. Fuel-

wise, best cruise speed was at 

just under 26 mph, where the 

E-Tec drew 5.7 gph and 3.9 

mpg. For tubers and wake-

boarders, no worries about 

the Starcraft’s perform ance; 

this combo punches hard 

from a dead idle, reaching 

30 mph in 7 seconds. With 

the MDX, you get a run-

about ride combined with a 

pontoon layout.

Our test package’s stan-

dard confi guration was set 

up for family and party fun. 

The bow section rocked 

curved facing couches with 

great storage compartments underneath 

the butt cushions. At the bow, a remov-

able center forward cushion revealed a 

nonskid gelcoated step up over the nose 

with integrated boarding ladder for easy 

beaching egress. Welded stainless-steel 

bow rails are set at the just-right arm/

hand height while seated, making holding 

on easier when it gets rough. An in-fl oor 

storage locker provides room for the re-

movable dinette table or some water toys. 

At the helm, analog Evinrude instruments 

provide the engine feedback, and the stan-

dard Kicker audio gives good background 

beats. The pilot sits comfortably in a swiv-

eling plush bucket seat with great support. 

Just in front of the console is a pop-up 
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New Paris, Indiana; 866-772-4538; starcraftmarine.com

To see our video 

review of the 

MDX 231 E OB, 

scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

starcraft

mdx231.

C RUNABOUT

CERTIFIED

TEST 

RESULTS

 B O AT  B U Y E R S  G U I D E  2 0 1 8   |  3 2  |   B O AT I N G M A G . C O M

BOAT BUYERS GUIDE



Freedom 325

gradywhite.com

Uniquely Grady-White.

Grady-White boats are factory rigged 
with reliable Yamaha outboard power.



SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.17  4.80  1.00  4.17  4.80  206  238  0  56 

1500  5.65  6.50  1.70  3.32  3.82  164  189  0  60 

2000  6.78  7.80  2.70  2.51  2.89  124  143  3  67 

2500  7.56  8.70  4.40  1.72  1.98  85  98  5  65 

3000  12.34  14.20  6.10  2.02  2.33  100  115  7  70 

3500  20.94  24.10  6.60  3.17  3.65  157  181  3  70 

4000  26.85  30.90  8.30  3.24  3.72  160  184  2  71 

4500  31.37  36.10  10.70  2.93  3.37  145  167  2  72 

5000  35.02  40.30  13.80  2.54  2.92  126  145  2  73 

5500  40.06  46.10  17.90  2.24  2.58  111  127  2  74 

6000  43.80  50.40  22.30  1.96  2.26  97  112  2  77 

6450  47.36  54.50  27.20  1.74  2.00  86  99  2  79      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Full and spacious head compart-

ment with port-a-potty, solid-

surface countertop, sink with 

hand-held shower sprayer, and 

opening port light for ventilation.

X Standard audio system includes 

Kicker KMC10 waterproof head unit 

with Bluetooth, USB and eight Wet 

Sounds speakers. 

X Abundant stowage is found in the 

open area at the front of the helm 

console, the multiple drawers that 

offer organization under that same 

console, below most seat cushions, 

and within the expansive ski locker 

below the cockpit fl oor. 

Specs
· LOA: 22'11" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY WEIGHT: 

4,300 lb. · SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

11/ 2,570 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 55 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury 250 Verado

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury Enertia 

141/2" x 17" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 145

CREW WEIGHT: 350

Price

$56,995 (nationally advertised 

price; see dealer for full details)

CROWNLINE

E23 XS

reduce drag. Behind the vent, a subtle fi n 

aids overall handling. The design works 

exceptionally well. Slamming the throttle 

forward, the Mercury Verado 250 on the 

transom planed our test boat in 3.4 sec-

onds, avoiding any signifi cant bow rise 

while never causing the captain to lose 

forward vision. What really put a silly grin 

on our faces, however, was the aggressive 

handling. Repeatedly, we cranked the 

wheel hard over and felt the hull nimbly 

roll into the turn with absolute precision, 

the prop not once losing its bite as we con-

tinued to push the boat’s limits. Turns 

were razor-sharp with an intuitive inside 

lean and tenacious bite at the prop. Top 

speed: 54.5 mph. 

Crownline’s E23 XS blurs the lines be-

tween the traditional sport- and deck-boat 

platforms. In profi le, the design fi ts a sport 

boat’s personality, with aggressive style 

lines and a raked wraparound windshield. 

The squared-off  bow cockpit suggests a 

deck boat, but only till you note the gently 

inward-curving hull sides. Rather than 

make the bow take on an old-school deck’s 

boxlike appearance, Crownline introduces 

welcome style without compromising in-

terior space. To port or starboard, stretch 

out lengthwise with a supportive backrest 

and fl ip-down armrest. Or welcome a few 

more friends to join you and gather around 

the side-mounted pedestal table for snacks 

and conversation. When it’s time to nose 

into that favorite beach, a four-step ladder 

pivots out of the anchor locker; a recessed 

3-foot-wide platform covered in nonslip 

traction material adds practicality and 

garners style points.

The main cockpit continues to break 

the mold. A generous ski locker with  woven 

matting includes extensions fore and aft 

for longer items. Dual captain’s chairs, 

a starboard jump seat and an L-shaped 

lounge are often the status quo for both 

deck boats and sport boats, but check out 

the shared backrest between the lounge 

and aft sun pad. Dual electronic actuators 

enable it to be tilted at virtually any angle, 

meaning you can recline facing the swim 

platform or, when fl attened, stretch out on 

a 5-foot-deep sun bed. 

The sport-boat half of this boat’s blend-

ed personality, however, defi nitely shines 

through in the E23’s spirited ride. Crown-

line’s F.A.S.T. Tab hull features vented 

chines to aerate the running  surface and 
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West Frankfort, Illinois; 618-937-6426; crownline.com
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.3  4.9  1.2  3.5  4.1  223.5  257.3  1.0  68.0 

1500  6.2  7.1  2.1  2.9  3.4  185.1  213.0  5.0  69.0 

2000  8.5  9.8  3.7  2.3  2.6  144.3  166.0  10.0  76.0 

2500  13.3  15.4  4.2  3.2  3.7  200.1  230.3  10.0  80.0 

3000  20.6  23.7  6.3  3.3  3.8  205.5  236.5  8.0  84.0 

3500  26.1  30.1  9.6  2.7  3.1  171.4  197.2  4.0  85.0 

4000  30.4  35.0  11.9  2.6  2.9  160.8  185.0  4.0  88.0 

4500  35.5  40.8  17.2  2.1  2.4  129.9  149.4  4.0  86.0 

5000  40.6  46.8  23.1  1.8  2.0  110.8  127.5  4.0  88.0 

5500  42.6  49.0  24.6  1.7  2.0  109.0  125.5  4.0  91.0      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Deep cockpit offers security and 

safety in choppy Great Lakes 

waters.

X Square-ish windshield is reminis-

cent of Century’s Raven model of 

the early ’70s.

X Self-draining design of the out-

board motor extends the season 

by eliminating the danger of early 

freezes.

Specs
· LOA: 22'5" · BEAM: 8'5" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,900 lb. (with power) 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

 10/1,650 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 70 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha 250

DRIVE/PROP: Yamaha SDS 15.25" x 19" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

$131,421 (with test power)

ROSSITER

23

We know. We did it. Our test runs were 

outside the inlet at Stuart, Florida, and 

right at the surf point just before the 

waves begin to build. We slid through and 

over them with comfort, leaving the wa-

ter cleanly and re-entering on the deep-V 

hull with the soft landing of an experi-

enced paratrooper.

There is little to criticize in the classic 

lines and beautiful interior.

These are all reasons Rossiter’s 23 is 

ready to create new memories and make 

a new legend, but with a twist: Unlike yes-

terday’s classics, this one will be around in 

50 years on somebody’s hoist or davit, not 

in a museum. Rossiter guarantees it to the 

fi rst owner and will allow them to transfer 

that warranty to the next owner for the 

balance of 10 years. 

Retro rad. That’s our impression of the 

Rossiter 23 Classic Day Boat and, at least 

as far as classic runabouts go, this brings 

back the best of the past and combines it 

with the techy advantages of today. 

For instance, there’s no wood in the 23 — 

none, except the polished teak dash and 

console boards and the rails 

of coaming compartments 

beside the port and starboard 

front seats. Well, there’s a ma-

hogany wheel, stouter, fi rmer 

and sporting more gloss than 

the best fi nishes of the ’60s 

could produce. In fact, all the 

building components in the 

23 are of the most modern 

boatbuilding materials, like 

the polished stainless-steel 

windshield frame, cleats and 

composites — materials never 

available back in the day of this 

nostalgic runabout  design are 

all incorporated into the  modern but retro 

look of this vessel. 

Inside, the Rossiter has facing picnic-

bench seating separated with a teak table. 

Walkways throughout the cockpit are 

wide for easy passage. An entry to the 

cuddy gives access to a small V-berth and 

a hidden fl ushing china head. 

The Rossiter ride is memorable too. 

Built to take the chop of the Great Lakes, it 

sports a variable-deadrise hull, 22 degrees 

at the transom but with a pad hull. The pad 

is a planing surface running along the last 

few feet of the keel and meeting with the 

transom. The pad gives the 23 the ability 

to sustain on-plane handling at 16 mph 

but tackle off shore waves with  comfort. 
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Markdale, Ontario; 866-251-3280; rossiterboats.com

To see our video 

of the Rossiter 

23, scan this 

tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

rossiter23.
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#showyouraxis | @axiswake

GROUP THERAPY 
THE NEW AXIS A24 HAS ROOM TO STRETCH OUT, AND ROOM TO STRETCH A DAY INTO A WEEKEND. 
VISIT AXISWAKE.COM TO BUILD YOURS WITH THE WORLD’S FIRST 3D BOAT CONFIGURATOR.

A24

2018 Malibu Boats Inc.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.56  4.10  0.70  5.09  5.86  183  211  0  55 

1500  5.21  6.00  1.20  4.34  5.00  156  180  0  61 

2000  6.43  7.40  1.90  3.38  3.89  122  140  2  66 

2500  7.04  8.10  3.00  2.35  2.70  84  97  4  69 

3000  9.38  10.80  4.10  2.29  2.63  82  95  7  74 

3500  17.38  20.00  4.90  3.55  4.08  128  147  4  79 

4000  22.07  25.40  6.30  3.50  4.03  126  145  2  78 

4500  25.20  29.00  7.90  3.19  3.67  115  132  2  80 

5000  29.37  33.80  10.20  2.88  3.31  104  119  2  84 

5500  31.98  36.80  12.50  2.56  2.94  92  106  2  87 

6000  37.28  42.90  16.40  2.27  2.62  82  94  2  88      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Standard Garmin GPSMap 742xs 

touchscreen replaces nearly all 

gauges; includes chart plotting.

X Fusion audio system includes six 

cockpit speakers, Bluetooth, and 

the enclosed, water-resistant 

Uni-Dock to accommodate smart-

phones and media players.

X StoreMore bow lockers feature 

hinged seat backs in the bow, 

opening to reveal large storage 

lockers within both the port and 

starboard consoles.

X Giant-size stowage where the 

sterndrive engine isn’t.

Specs
· LOA: 21'1" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,400 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 10/1,170 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 40 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha F150

PROP: Reliance 141/2"  x 15" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 355 lb.

Price

$39,070 (with test power)

REGAL

21 OBX

crew members’ legs. A full-width sun pad 

invites those who want to soak up some sun. 

When boarding, the starboard third pivots 

upward to reveal a transom walk-through.

Regal has long featured the patented 

 FasTrac hull, a design pairing a  chop-busting 

deep-V forward with a full-beam step, re-

verse chines and large lifting strakes. The 

step promises better speed and fuel econo-

my by introducing air bubbles beneath the 

latter half of the hull to reduce drag and 

friction; reverse chines and large lifting 

strakes aim to enhance stability and cor-

nering. With a Yamaha F150, the smallest 

off ering available, we achieved a 42.9 mph 

top speed. Time to plane was a brief 

3.5 seconds. Cornering was  aggressive yet 

predictable in all conditions.

Regal increasingly tosses around the term 

“power of choice,” a reference to the fact 

that numerous models, including the new 

21 OBX that is the subject of this boat test, 

come in both sterndrive and outboard ver-

sions. Aside from the obvious diff erence 

in engine type, the outboard 

version also off ers substan-

tially more stowage. With 

the engine hanging off  the 

transom, much of the space 

 reserved for that sterndrive 

engine becomes a lazarette. 

The space formerly occupied 

by a V-8 now lies vacant and 

waiting for tow tubes, infl at-

able stand-up paddleboards, 

beach chairs, and all man-

ner of maritime miscellany. 

The swim platform does get 

bisected by that outboard, 

much to the chagrin of many a 

sterndrive enthusiast. But it’s 

also substantially larger to port and star-

board, wrapping around the engine while 

including a covered boarding ladder on the 

 starboard-side. 

Within, the cockpits of both the 

 outboard and sterndrive models are iden-

tical. Behind the windshield, a U-shaped 

bench wraps invitingly around most of the 

perimeter, starting behind the helm seat 

and culminating in Regal’s “social seat,” an 

extra-wide passenger perch with fl ip-over 

backrest for facing aft. Bench corners boast 

another special term, the “comfort curve.” 

Rather than abrupt angles, the port and 

starboard corners curve at a 45-degree an-

gle and feature notches in the base cushions 

to more comfortably accommodate seated 
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Orlando, Florida; 407-851-4360; regalboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the 21 OBX, 

scan this tag 

or visit boating

mag.com/

bbg18/

regal21obx.
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LIGHTWEIGHT  |  STRAPLESS  |  TRAILERABLE  |  CUSTOM FIT  |  HIGH-STRENGTH  |  FADE RESISTANT

ALWAYS 

EDGING 

FORWARD
Outer Armor — By Commercial Sewing 

has developed custom features for our boat 
covers that have changed the industry. From 
our patented VacuHold® trailering system, to 
our molded access doors, we design covers 
to last through the toughest elements and 
protect your boat all year long.

NEW FEATURE

Our Adjustable 

Tower Anti-Pooling System
Standard on all covers

TAPS II

Heavy Duty Ratchets Molded Gas Doors SurLast Fabric-BW+VacuHold® Vents Molded Cleat Doors

Check out our videos on YouTube



SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.65  4.20  0.60  6.08  7.00  219  252  0  71 

1500  5.30  6.10  1.20  4.42  5.08  159  183  1  73 

2000  6.17  7.10  2.30  2.68  3.09  97  111  2  77 

2500  7.04  8.10  4.00  1.76  2.03  63  73  5  84 

3000  7.65  8.80  5.90  1.30  1.49  47  54  5  85 

3500  18.86  21.70  6.00  3.14  3.62  113  130  4  90 

4000  25.63  29.50  7.40  3.46  3.99  125  144  3  88 

4500  30.76  35.40  9.70  3.17  3.65  114  131  3  89 

5000  35.45  40.80  11.40  3.11  3.58  112  129  3  91 

5500  39.60  46.50  14.10  2.81  3.30  101  119  3  93 

5950  43.28  49.80  17.80  2.43  2.80  88  101  2  93      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Outboard power advantages: 

lighter weight, ease of mainte-

nance and more cockpit space.

X Great ride in any reasonable condi-

tion keeps passengers happy.

X Cockpit options to suit your 

climate.

Specs
· LOA: 20'3" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 2,899 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 11/2,400 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 40 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Evinrude G2 E-Tec 200 

gasoline outboard

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/14.5" x 21" BRP 

Viper 3-blade stainless steel 

GEAR RATIO: 2.17:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 875 lb.

Price

$50,700 (base with 

test power)

GLASTRON

GTD 200

The center aft seat cushion is hinged 

and covers a mesh liner for wet gear. The 

other cushions lift off  and reveal a smooth 

bottom and access to the inner transom; 

fuel lines and the freshwater tank (if 

equipped) are to port, the battery in the 

center. There’s a walk-through to star-

board to a boarding platform that’s about 

24 inches deep on both sides of the out-

board motor, with an 8-inch-deep passway 

in front of the motor.

We tested on a really rough lake, and 

with this deck-boat hull style, we antici-

pated a pounding ride, but the GTD 200 

charged through the head sea with little 

drama. Hole shot with the Evinrude 200 

was outstanding — we just took off  fl at and 

accelerated. Fun!

Outboard power, the ever more prevalent 

propulsion for an array of boat types, of-

fers a number of well-known plusses. 

These include the ability to trim clear 

of the water, enhanced corrosion resis-

tance, and providing more space inside 

the boat. Outboard power gives this new 

 20-foot-3-inch Glastron deck boat an ex-

tra dose of performance, as it does other 

boats, due to a superior horsepower-to-

weight ratio. The two-stroke Evinrude 

 E-Tec 200 weighs just 418 pounds, lighter 

by half compared to a sterndrive or in-

board of comparable power. (Put another 

way, the heavier motors essentially make 

you carry the equivalent of three extra 

crew members.) Deadrise is a stable 17 de-

grees, and in typical deck-boat style, the 

chines are carried far forward to a wide 

bow that creates a spacious seating area 

and a boarding platform. The styling is 

crisp, with some sharp edges and creases 

molded into the deck as highlights.

And it’s well-equipped, with a single-

axle trailer, four-speaker audio system 

with Bluetooth, a tilt wheel, and a bucket 

helm seat with fl ip-up bolster. Choose 

from three deck-layout options. The base 

boat has a single console at the helm with 

seating wrapped all around the port side 

of the cockpit. The console is topped with 

a smoked windscreen. The second op-

tion adds a portside console ($913) with a 

similar windscreen that also incorporates 

a pocket in its base for a 25-quart cooler. 

The third choice adds a full-glass wind-

shield ($967) to these dual consoles. To 

port, the gunwale and coaming pad are 

hinged and pivot 180 degrees outboard to 

ease dockside boarding.
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Cadillac, Michigan; 231-775-1351; glastron.com
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BUILT FOR THAT

 Living the life  
of a FAMILY MAN     

 and a FISHERMAN

210 FSH® SERIES
Go where no other boat has gone before. With 

powerful twin TR-1® Yamaha Marine Engines, ample 

storage and comfortable bow seating, the all-new 

210 FSH provides the shallow-water capability to get 

to those hard-to-reach fishing spots and the versatility 

to enjoy watersports with your family.

Y A M A H A B O A T S . C O M

210 FSH® 210 FSH® Deluxe 210 FSH® Sport

©2017 Yamaha Motor Corporation, U.S.A. All rights reserved. Follow instructional materials and obey all laws. Drive responsibly, wearing 

protective apparel. Always drive within your capabilities, allowing time and distance for maneuvers, and respect others around you. 

Don’t drink and drive. FOR MORE INFORMATION, VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT YAMAHABOATS.COM OR CALL 1.800.88.YAMAHA.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.2  4.8  0.9  4.6  5.3  216.9  249.6  1  66 

1500  5.9  6.8  1.4  4.2  4.8  196.1  225.6  2  69 

2000  7.1  8.2  2.3  3.1  3.5  144.1  165.8  3  70 

2500  12.3  14.2  3.5  3.5  4.1  165.0  189.9  5  75 

3000  19.5  22.5  3.9  5.0  5.8  234.1  269.4  6  78 

3500  24.5  28.2  5.1  4.8  5.5  224.5  258.3  5  82 

4000  28.5  32.8  6.9  4.1  4.8  193.3  222.5  4  83 

4500  31.7  36.5  8.7  3.6  4.2  170.4  196.1  3  83 

5000  34.2  39.4  10.9  3.1  3.6  147.0  169.2  3  85 

5500  37.5  43.2  14.1  2.7  3.1  124.5  143.2  2  86 

6000  39.3  45.2  15.1  2.6  3.0  121.7  140.1  2  87      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Transom walk-through helps for 

watersports.

X Generous seating for a runabout of 

its size makes crew comfortable.

XWide beam carries forward to the 

bow, expanding front seating.

Specs
· LOA: 20'0"  · BEAM: 8'4" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,100 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY:  11/2,310 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 36 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury 150 hp

DRIVE/PROP:  Enertia 17" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO:  1.92:1

FUEL LOAD:  36 gal.

CREW WEIGHT:  310 lb.

Price

$32,919 (nationally 

advertised base price)

MONTEREY

M-205

 forward, leaning comfortably against the 

 console bolsters. 

Dry storage abounds, fi lling an im-

portant need for keeping midsize vessels 

 organized, with gear safely stowed but 

easily accessible. 

While the comfort and performance 

are noteworthy, we found the exterior styl-

ing with its gelcoat-colored sides raised 

the M-205 above its pay scale. The same 

can be said for its sporty helm console 

complete with upholstered brow, com-

fortable tilt wheel, and the convenience 

of dual USB ports plus a 12-volt charging 

 receptacle. 

Monterey left nothing out in its eff ort 

to bring quality and fun to this value-

priced runabout.

Monterey is breaking new outboard 

ground with this bowrider mated with an 

economical Mercury 150. With it, boaters 

can enjoy a day on the water with modest 

fuel consumption and plenty of range to 

cruise without having to gas up.

At fi rst glance, the M-205 on our 

test dock looked just like a 

 watersports boat thanks to 

the spring-assist wakeboard 

tower that we could raise and 

lower with next to no eff ort. 

That makes it easy to stow 

or ideal for moorings behind 

low bridges.

With the outboard’s re-

warding acceleration and 

torque, families can put the 

optional wakeboard rack to 

excellent use. 

The outboard confi gura-

tion makes the M-205 ideal 

for coastal use as well. First, 

the motor is easy to fl ush at the end of the 

day — a task no sterndrive owner relishes. 

Second, it can be tilted up to sneak over 

shallow bars at low tide, adding lots of new 

water to boaters’ vistas. 

Seating aboard accommodates a large 

crew, with an L-shaped lounge  wrapping 

from the port side to the stern tran-

som door. There’s an easy step up to the 

transom door too. The front passenger 

seat has a reversible backrest — a  social 

 aff air that can join the forward passen-

ger seat to the L lounge, creating full 

wraparound comfort. And if you didn’t 

have enough comfort, the wide bow seat-

ing area accommodates three or four 

more passengers, or two reclining feet 
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Williston, Florida; 352-528-2628; montereyboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the M-205, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

montereym205.
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ScarabJetBoats.com

With more space, more flexibility and more style, a boat like this 

shouldn’t be possible, but Scarab loves shattering convention.  

Learn more at ScarabJetBoats.com

165 ID 195 ID 215 ID 255 ID

See the full line from 16' - 25' at ScarabJetBoats.com

OPEN THE POSSIBILITIES...AGAIN

255OPEN
25' CENTER CONSOLE JETJan 1 – Mar 31, 2018

JET

AHEAD
sales event
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including Slick Mist Marine Speed Wax, which can detail your boat’s gloss and 

protect from UV damage in minutes, plus products such as multipurpose grease 

to keep your trailer bearings lubed, cool and spinning smoothly for a safe journey 

to your favorite waters.

LUCAS MARINE PRODUCTS SPAN THE ENTIRE 

SPECTRUM OF BOATING MAINTENANCE,

I
n a marketplace like marine 
appearance and lubricant 
products, it’s hard to know what’s 
in the bottle unless you are a 
chemist with a spectrometer. 
Intuitively, you can look at a 

company like Lucas Oil and peruse 
its racing partners to draw a pretty 
good picture of its products’ effi  cacy 
in extreme conditions. That’s an 
especially good gauge of quality if its 
partners are winning.

And they are.
Likewise, just as you can tell the 

quality of a person by the friends 
they keep, you can tell the quality 
of a brand by the brands with which 
they partner.

Take Ranger Boats. Long the top 
of its fi eld in bass boats, and one of 
the most popular brands in salt water 
too, Ranger builds its boats, hangs its 
motors and factory-fi lls them with 
Lucas Oil lubricants — 
unless they come with full 
lubricant reservoirs.

“We didn’t make that 
decision easily,” says Matt 
Raynor, marketing director 
at Ranger Boats. 

“We got to know each other as we 
both had marketing relationships 
with the same people, and 
partnered in the Texas Team Trail 
in 2012. The more we worked 
together, the deeper 
the partnership became,” 
says Raynor.

Soon, the relationship solidifi ed, 
and as Lucas was developing a 
line of marine-specifi c products, 
Ranger engineers were testing and 
incorporating them throughout 
the factory. 

“We were really fortunate to align 
with a company that shared a similar 
culture and produced products that 
were best in class.”

After extensive testing, the whole 
Ranger team was on board, and they 
began the factory-fi ll program for 
lubricants, hydraulic fl uids, gear cases 
and trailer bearings. Then they did 

the same for their delivery 
trucks and corporate 
vehicles.

The Way We Look
Every Ranger Boat also 
comes with a Lucas Oil 

appearance kit that includes Lucas 

The Marine Speedwax is 

The Interior Detailer is 
water-based and good 
for vinyl, acrylic, 
plastic and rubber. 
It’s not greasy and, 
like Slick Mist, it adds 
UV protection to your 
boat’s more delicate 
features. It’s pH neutral, 
and that’s good for 
your boat as well as the 
environment. 

For high-speed, high-
load trailer tires, fast 
and easy Tire and Trim 
Shine does more than 
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make plastic bumpers, door 

all-too-common hazard in 

Keeping metals shining 

too. Especially when some 

Polish is free of two chemicals that are 
destructive to your boat’s fi nish: acid 
and, especially, ammonia.

How We Roll
Greg Hewgill is Lucas’ chemist and 
Technical Director. His job is to manage 
the chemistry of lubricants to ensure 
that they do their job. Tom Bogner is 
the Director of Motorsports and the 
company’s race-team recruiter, who 
makes sure Lucas’ racing partners put 
its products through hell to provide 
some quick and useful research and 
development data.

“The fi rst way we prove our products 
is to put them to work in real engines 
in our dynos,” says Bogner. “When we 
are developing a new oil or want to 
prove the effi  cacy of an established 
one against a new competitor, we’ll 
run them in engines and then tear 
down the engines to inspect for wear.” 

If they don’t see the results they want, 
they’ll go back to chemistry and start 
over again. Hewgill and Bogner agree, 
racing compresses the learning curve.

 “Racing gives us tremendous data 
to constantly improve these products 
too,” says Bogner. “Nothing puts 
pressure on gears like racing.” 

It’s hard to ignore that infl uence 
when it’s time to top off  your tank or 
change your gear lube or crankcase oil.

buy it from blenders. 

make sure each molecule of 
oil and additive does its job,” 
says Hewgill.

Marine engines can be 
just as high-maintenance as 
racing engines. An outboard 
or inboard is always running 
at the highest revolutions 

per minute for sustained periods. Even 
racing engines aren’t so stressed. And 
two-stroke engines run even harder, 
and need oil that both lubricates 
the engine and disperses gum and 
soot, then practically vanishes in the 
combustion process. 

Hewgill hand picks every base oil 
and additive after conferring with 
Lucas racing partners and other 
engineers. They use the best, most 
durable base oils and fortify them with 
premium additives, each with its own 
mission: Some disperse soot; in two-
strokes, some enhance combustion. 
And others improve lubricity and 
ensure the oil does its job all the way 
to the manufacturer’s recommended 
duty cycle. 

It’s slick business, but Lucas has 
science and racing to prove its mettle.

World War Ethanol
Say what you want about the green 

is to suck water into your fuel 
to cause corrosion and even 
catastrophic engine failure 
if that water makes it to the 
combustion chamber. It’s 
happened.

Lucas Marine Fuel 
Treatment joins the battle 

with you. Components in this 
treatment fi ght water absorption
and fuel stratifi cation, the destroyers 
of engines. They also utilize polyether 
amines to clean fuel injectors. Dirty 
injectors not only rob performance 
but damage the upper cylinders by 
robbing them of cooling lubricity of 
fuel. Lucas goes a step further,
adding important lubricating 
compounds that protect the upper 
cylinders and rings.

In this war, Lucas fi ghts on land, 
sea and air, because a dirty engine is a 
polluter too. 

Working Under Pressure
 “Engines are lubricated 
hydrodynamically,” Hewgill says. “That 
means a fi lm of oil fl oats between 
the moving parts. But in gear cases, 
there is tremendous pressure between 
the high points of the gear teeth, and 
when they meet, lubricant is forced 
out so there is metal-to-
metal contact.”

To resolve that, Lucas 
designed gear lubes that 
use the pressure to bond 
lubricating compounds 
to the metals, so when 
the lube is squeezed out, 
lubricity remains in 
the metal.

No wonder Ranger Boats 
uses their stuff .

S P E C I A L  P R O M O T I O N A L  F E AT U R E
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Are you looking to catch air? Carve glass? Surf an endless barrel? Whatever watersport 

you’re looking to get after, there’s a boat designed to help you do just that. The builders of 

these boats spend a lot of time and research seeking to perfect the features of each model 

to optimize the sports of wakeboarding, water skiing and wakesurfing. More than one 

of the boats included, known as crossovers, can do the job for all three. The boats we’re 

reviewing here represent the best of the best in tow sports, and one of them just might 

provide the perfect stoke for your chosen sport.
A
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48 CENTURION Ri257

50  MALIBU Wakesetter 25 LSV

52 SCARAB 255 Impulse

 Wake Edition

54 AXIS A24

55 MALIBU Wakesetter 24 MXZ

56 YAMAHA 242X E-Series

58 SUPREME S238

60 CENTURION Ri237

62 AXIS T23

64 MALIBU M235

65 MALIBU Wakesetter 23 LSV

66 CENTURION Fi23

67 SUPREME S226

68 MALIBU Wakesetter 22 MXZ

70 SUPREME S224

72 AXIS T22

73 AXIS A22

74 MALIBU Wakesetter 22 VLX

76 STARCRAFT Star Step 221 E  

 I/O Surf

78 CENTURION Ri217

79 CENTURION Fi21

80 CHAPARRAL 21 H2O Surf

82 MALIBU Wakesetter 21 VLX

84 SUPREME S21

85 SUPREME S211

86 MALIBU Response TXi

88 SUPREME S202

90 AXIS A20

91 MALIBU Wakesetter 20 VTX

92 REGAL 19 Surf

MALIBU 
WAKESETTER 
22 VLX Get 
ready to catch 
an endless wave 
behind a boat that 
brings unparalleled 
versatility to the 
water in a crowd-
pleasing package.  



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.61  5.30  1.30  3.54  4.08  293  338  0  76 

1500  6.26  7.20  1.80  3.48  4.00  288  331  1  79 

2000  7.99  9.20  3.00  2.66  3.07  221  254  2  81 

2500  9.30  10.70  4.30  2.16  2.49  179  206  4  82 

3000  12.43  14.30  6.00  2.07  2.38  171  197  7  88 

3500  17.51  20.15  7.40  2.37  2.72  196  225  7  87 

4000  20.94  24.10  9.40  2.23  2.56  184  212  8  91 

4500  24.42  28.10  12.20  2.00  2.30  166  191  6  92 

5000  27.11  31.20  14.10  1.92  2.21  159  183  6  96 

5600  29.81  34.30  17.80  1.48  1.71  123  141  5  96     

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
XWe’ve already said it, but it bears 

repeating that the wave generated 

by Centurion’s Ri257 proved giant 

and ridiculously fun.

X QuickSurf Pro, Centurion’s inte-

grated surf system, really shines 

aboard this bigger boat and makes 

transfers from one side of the 

wake to the other easy for riders.

X New Opti-V hull design offers ex-

ceptional balance for a symmetri-

cal wakeboard wake and, thanks 

to less resistance on the running 

surface, better fuel economy.

Specs
· LOA: 25'7" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 6,150 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 18  

· FUEL CAPACITY: 92 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 450 hp PCM H6DI

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/16" x 15" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 90 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $178,475 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

CENTURION

Ri257

level rider. The wraparound seating fea-

tures rear-facing backrests for spotters, 

and a slide-out bench with backrests too.

Underway and cruising, and with 

the ballast tanks drained to empty, we 

found the Ri257 fun to run. It topped out 

at 34.3  mph, powered by a 450 hp PCM 

 engine. We recorded a most economical 

cruising speed of 20.1 mph while burn-

ing 7.4 gph for a thrifty net economy of 

2.37 mpg. The Ri257 roared to 20 mph in 

8.2 seconds, and we clocked time to plane 

at a swift 3.9 seconds.

If you want to be able to create monster

waves and also have the most control over 

the shape of waves and wakes — and you 

want all your friends in on that action — 

then make a beeline for Centurion’s Ri257 

at the next boat show. 

The Centurion Ri257 is a giant of a water-

sports boat that makes a statement with 

how big it is, how many of your family and 

friends it can carry, and the sheer size of 

the waves it can create. It’s no wonder this 

boat was chosen as the offi  cial tow boat of 

the BoardCo Rocky Mountain Wake Surf 

Open, as well as the offi  cial 

Pro and Outlaw tow boat for 

the 2017 World Wakesurfi ng 

Championship presented by 

GM Marine. 

At over 25 feet long and 

displacing more than 6,000 

pounds, you can bet the Ri257 

can push a lot of water when 

called upon to do so. Total bal-

last capacity is 5,550 pounds. 

With the new Opti-V hull, 

which is softer-riding and 

more  effi  cient in addition to 

wake- and wave-enhancing, 

plus QuickSurf Pro, all that 

water can be shaped into a wave or wake 

that is ready to meet the needs of the rider 

at the moment. That means this boat can 

produce waves that work for riders of all 

levels, from beginners to surfers who can 

execute at high competitive levels.

The waves and wakes produced are 

truly pro-level. Riders behind your boat 

can perform a wide range of tricks and 

moves because the wave the Ri257 and 

its systems help you create can pretty 

much handle it all. Tweaking the center 

tab allows you to customize it to your lik-

ing — and to the riding styles of your crew. 

After our testing and riding of the Ri257, 

we can say this boat off ers a wave boasting 

plenty of size, power and pocket for any 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; centurionboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Ri257, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

centurionri257.
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(866) 395-3052

Contact your nearest dealer by using 

the dealer locator at 

harrisboats.com or calling



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.95  5.70  0.90  5.50  6.33  381  439  0  79 

1500  6.52  7.50  1.60  4.07  4.69  282  325  3  80 

2000  8.43  9.70  3.20  2.63  3.03  183  210  6  83 

2500  11.38  13.10  5.80  1.96  2.26  136  157  9  85 

3000  19.12  22.00  7.10  2.69  3.10  187  215  8  90 

3500  24.51  28.20  9.40  2.61  3.00  181  208  6  96 

4000  27.63  31.80  13.20  2.09  2.41  145  167  6  97 

4500  30.85  35.50  16.90  1.83  2.10  126  146  5  97 

5000  33.63  38.70  21.80  1.54  1.78  107  123  4  98 

5400  35.45  40.80  29.00  1.22  1.41  85  97  4  99      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED   

High Points
X Zoned audio system adjusts the 

music anywhere in the boat.

X High-defi nition rearview transom 

camera plays live on the MaliView 

screen at the helm.

X Malibu’s Command Center, a pair 

of touchscreen helm displays, pro-

vides control of the ballast, Power 

Wedge, Surf Gate, speed and more.

X Power Wedge also keeps the bow 

down for quick planing and great 

forward vision.

Specs
· LOA: 25' · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,600 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 19/2,679 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 77 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 575 6.2L

DRIVE/PROP: Acme 2277 15" x 153/4" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.76:1

FUEL LOAD: 77 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 350 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

Wakesetter 25 LSV

and cleaning up the wake’s shape on a 

rider’s preferred side. Thanks to the fast-

acting gates, switching the focus from one 

side of the wake to the other takes mere 

seconds and enables skilled surfers to 

quickly work both the left and right sides.

For those inside the boat, the Wake-

setter 25 LSV is packed with creature 

comforts. Between the bow and the wrap-

around cockpit seating, it can hold up 

to 19  people. Flip over the aft WakeView 

bench for a front-row view of the action 

in the boat’s wake. Our test boat featured 

an Indmar Monsoon 575 inboard. With 

the ballast tanks drained, it climbed onto 

plane in 3.5 seconds and hit a top speed 

of just over 40 mph, fast for this category. 

That means you’ll get the best spot on the 

lake to make that giant wake.

The Wakesetter 25 LSV is Malibu’s  biggest 

boat, so it should be no surprise that it 

throws a big wake. But being big isn’t the 

only reason for its killer waves. Start with 

Malibu’s Wake Plus hull, designed specifi -

cally to ride deeper in the water at lower 

towing speeds, increasing 

displacement and, therefore, 

creating bigger wakes. Add 

in all the surf and wake tools 

and there’s a lot to work with.

The Wakesetter 25 em-

ploys a ballast system that 

can total up to 1,825 pounds 

of wake-producing weight 

thanks to the rigid built-in 

tanks located below both the 

bow and stern. For the truly 

hardcore watersports en-

thusiasts, more ballast bags 

can easily be added via plug-

and-play connections. Addi-

tional wake boosting comes 

from Malibu’s exclusive Power Wedge II. 

This optional transom-mounted hydro-

foil helps the boat climb onto plane in lift 

mode, then creates a bigger wake when 

set to the “rider” position. Combined with 

the optional, stylish G4 watersports tower 

that anchors the towrope high above the 

cockpit, the Wakesetter is fully capable of 

launching boarders high off  the wake.

Want to surf instead? Malibu’s pat-

ented Surf Gate, a set of twin vertical tabs 

that lie adjacent to the swim platform, 

shape the wake for a clean, powerful and 

eminently surfable wave. When the port 

or starboard gate is extended outward, 

it  disrupts the convergent point of water 

coming off  the hull sides, further boosting 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-5478; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Wakesetter 

25 LSV, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

malibu25lsv.
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WELL EQUIPPED FOR FISHING

CRAFTED FOR COMFORT

A strong devotion to fishing is what we do…and it's why we are trusted by 

tournament champions worldwide. We also have an appreciation for the 

finer things in life…after all we can’t always be casting lines.

See our family of fishing boats at www.wellcraft.com

Jan 1 – Mar 31, 2018©Copyright 2017, Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. ®/TM signifies trademarks of Wellcraft, LLC, its affiliates or suppliers. 
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

2000  4.0  4.6  1  4.0  4.6  201  232  0  78 

2500  5.1  5.9  2  2.6  3.0  129  149  1  81 

3000  6.4  7.4  4  1.6  1.8  80  93  1  83 

3500  7.0  8.1  5  1.4  1.6  71  81  3  87 

4000  8.7  10.1  6  1.5  1.7  73  84  4  85 

4500  12.1  13.9  7  1.7  2.0  87  100  5  87 

5000  18.5  21.3  8  2.3  2.7  117  134  3  92 

5500  25.8  29.7  11  2.3  2.7  118  136  3  93

6000  29.6  34.1  14  2.1  2.4  107  123  2  91 

6500  33.3  38.3  18  1.8  2.1  93  107  1  95 

7000  38.9  44.8  24  1.6  1.9  82  94  1  91 

7500  41.7  48.0  30  1.4  1.6  70  81  1  95 

8000  46.4  53.4  36  1.3  1.5  65  75  1  95       

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X MarineMat decking on the plat-

form give style and convenience 

for booting up for a ride.

X Head compartment is more 

spacious than in some boats with 

more length and beam.

X Touchscreen display is unusually 

bright in full sunlight. 

Specs
· LOA: 25'0" · BEAM: 8.4" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,660 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 13/2,100  lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 56 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin Rotax water jets 250 hp

IMPELLER: Stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WE IGHT: 550 lb.

Price

$70,569 (base with 

test power)

SCARAB

255 Impulse

Wake Edition

 L-shaped lounges as well. Need more seat-

ing on the transom and less in the cockpit? 

Flip the seat backs forward and the swim-

deck seating opens up for casual reclining 

while at anchor. The seating and wide-

open deck plan make for easy passage 

from bow to stern, even with heavy loads.

The upholstery of Scarab’s spacious 

cockpit and foredeck seating plan is 

sports-car fi rm, with enough fl ex to soften 

bumpy waters. That’s important on big-

ger lakes and impoundments throughout 

the Midwest. It’s good-looking too, with 

 multiple colors and textures of vinyl to 

complement the exterior fi nish. 

The Scarab 255 Impulse is luxury and 

watersports- and family-friendly all at once.

Scarab has meant performance boating 

for decades, and that DNA is present in 

the 255 Impulse Wake Edition with a new 

spin: It’s surfable, as Wakeboarding maga-

zine’s Emily Dale proved in our recent test. 

Dale liked the wave at 10.2 mph, and 

we held that easily using the touch-panel 

speed control complete with multiple  rider 

profi les. With her speed logged into the 

system, we topped off  the ballast at 1,200 

pounds, grabbed a few extra passengers, 

and hit the throttle. Dale tucked into the 

wake for a sporty ride — her fi rst on a jet-

powered boat, which keeps the impellers 

within the hull, away from rider contact.

Jet pumps push this boat forward, and 

crew and ballast drive it down, making a 

sizable hole in the water that pushes up 

a big wake as the water returns to fi ll it. 

The touchscreen is like a head-up 

 display and gives touch control to engine 

systems, stereo and more. Throttle control 

is enhanced by an industry-fi rst Intelli-

gent Neutral and Reverse (iNR) system. 

Bump up the throttle settings or drop 

them back at the tap of a button. You can 

customize the amount of touch adjust-

ment you want, from approximately 1 

millimeter of  throttle travel to about 15 

millimeters. Five millimeters of travel 

gives an approximately 1 mph adjustment.

A central transom walkway gives a 

convenient path to the cockpit that can be 

shaded with a fi xed Bimini top under the 

wakeboard arch. You’ll have a big specta-

tor crowd inside, since the cockpit and 

bow seat a massive 13-man crew. There is 

plenty of comfort in the port and starboard 

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 S

C
A

R
A

B
 J

E
T

 B
O

A
T

S

S C A R A B  J E T  B O AT S

Cadillac, Michigan; 231-775-1351; scarabjetboats.com
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@NauticStarBoats

Some photos shown with optional equipment

Call (662) 200-4664 or visit our website or call:

NauticStarBoats.com

Combine size with 

performance and that’s 

what you get with the 243 DC. 

Check out the fully enclosed walk-in 

dressing room, wraparound seating in the 

cockpit and the pressurized water system that 

services the galley and optional transom shower. 24’ 

in length, your choice of outboard power, 100% wood-free 

construction, comfortable durable “leather touch upholstery”, and 

NauticStar’s STAR Performance System are some of the features that 

make this a popular choice in the experienced boating crowd.

Use the build-a-boat feature on our 

website to customize the 243DC to 

fit your lifestyle!



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.26  4.90  1.30  3.28  3.77  124  142  0  81 

1500  6.60  7.60  2.00  3.30  3.80  125  144  0  83 

2000  7.82  9.00  2.90  2.70  3.10  102  117  2  87 

2500  9.30  10.70  4.60  2.02  2.33  76  88  5  90 

3000  12.77  14.70  6.70  1.91  2.19  72  83  8  91 

3500  21.29  24.50  8.40  2.53  2.92  96  110  6  92 

4000  24.94  28.70  10.00  2.49  2.87  94  108  4  96 

4500  28.68  33.00  13.30  2.16  2.48  82  94  3  97 

5000  30.41  35.00  17.00  1.79  2.06  68  78  3  98 

5300  32.15  37.00  19.00  1.69  1.95  64  74  2  99      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Internal ballast system can hold 

up to 3,750 pounds of ballast, 

which helps you produce the 

waves and wakes watersports 

enthusiasts of all levels will enjoy.

X New-for-2018 design improves 

upon the already legendary wake 

sculpting to truly allow you to 

deliver a personalized wake and 

surf experience.

X Now available with Power Wedge, 

Surf Gate and Surf Band.

Specs
· LOA: 24'5" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,200 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 17/2,397 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 42 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: PCM Monsoon 450 6.0L inboard

PROP: 15" x 141/4" Acme 4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 32 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 450 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

AXIS

A24

fi lled into the pickle-fork design. Because 

the bow carries the beam wider forward, 

passengers who hang out up there will 

not feel cramped or knock knees while 

the boat’s underway. Combined with the 

wraparound bench layout in the cockpit, 

the boat holds up to 17 people. With the 

new Sliding Skybox seating, the transom 

bench can be converted to a rear-facing 

lounge. That’s a great place to serve spot-

ter duty and have a friend or two sit with 

you to watch the action.

When not in sport mode, the A24 can 

scoot across the water. With the ballast 

tanks drained, we climbed onto plane in 

just over 3 seconds en route to a top speed 

exceeding 37 mph. So if you’re just looking 

for a joyride, the A24 has got you covered 

there too.

The A24 has a big reputation, and it has 

built on that since its inception, but Axis 

decided to totally redo it for 2018 to make 

it an even better boat. With its bigger 

 running surface, the A24 puts out a long, 

girthy wave. Combined with Surf Gate and 

the Power Wedge, that wave is shaped into 

an epic ride that can be easily 

customized by the driver — or 

the rider, using the Surf Band 

remote. Throw in even more 

friends and you have a pro-

level surf wave that is tons of 

fun to ride.

We tested the A24’s surf 

with three aboard and a set 

speed of 11 mph. The pocket 

was incredibly long, and the 

face of the wave had a ton of 

steepness and power to it. 

From the start, it was eas-

ily confi gured and tweaked 

to our liking. The wave 

 behind this A24 was big and clean thanks 

to its wake-shaping hull and the surf-

ing  features it shares with the hulls of its 

big-sister company, Malibu Boats. Like 

all Malibu models, the Axis A24 can be 

equipped with Surf Gate. With Surf Gate, 

the A24 creates a huge, consistent wave 

that has a ton of push and oceanlike power, 

and it’s equally impressive on each side 

without having to move around weight. 

For wakeboarding, the Autoset Wedge, a 

hydrofoil, helps shape sizable wakes with-

out any input from the helm.

When designing its boats, Axis does 

not neglect the crew hanging out to watch 

or waiting for their turn in the water. The 

A24 has a large open-bow seating array 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-5478; axiswake.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the A24, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

axisa24.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  6.00  6.90  0.90  6.66  7.67  462  531  0  79 

1500  7.65  8.80  1.80  4.25  4.89  294  339  1  81 

2000  8.78  10.10  3.20  2.74  3.16  190  219  3  85 

2500  10.86  12.50  5.40  2.01  2.31  139  160  5  88 

3000  16.60  19.10  7.90  2.10  2.42  146  168  7  89 

3500  21.12  24.30  8.90  2.37  2.73  164  189  8  95 

4000  25.63  29.50  12.70  2.02  2.32  140  161  4  96 

4500  30.67  35.30  18.60  1.65  1.90  114  132  3  96 

5000  32.76  37.70  23.70  1.38  1.59  96  110  3  100 

5500  34.41  39.60  31.30  1.10  1.27  76  88  3  103      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X L-shaped MaxBallast hard tanks 

and optional plug-and-play ballast 

bags help add the weight needed 

to build massive waves.

X Surf Gate system allows you to 

sculpt the wake to the rider’s pref-

erence without moving ballast.

X Surf Band lets riders control the 

Power Wedge and boat speed from 

the water.

X Seating capacity for 18 people 

means everyone gets to watch 

riders surf the huge wakes.

Specs
· LOA: 24'5" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,500 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 18/2,538 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 77 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 575 6.2L

PROP: 17" x 17" 4-blade Acme Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.76:1

FUEL LOAD: 70 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

Wakesetter 24 MXZ

seating that folds out from 

the transom, passengers can 

watch the wave action behind 

the boat. The G3.5 tower eas-

ily folds down yet, with its 

stainless-steel construction, 

is durable enough to with-

stand a heavy load. When it’s 

time to go home, the ballast 

tanks drain in minutes. The 

boat will climb onto plane in 

under 5 seconds, then max 

out at a top speed of nearly 

40 mph, so you can surf  longer 

and still get home fi rst.

Wow. That’s all we can say about the wave 

generated by the Wakesetter 24 MXZ. OK, 

we actually have a lot more to say about it, 

but that’s a good start.

Here’s the more in-depth analysis: 

The wave the 24 MXZ threw during test-

ing was absolutely massive with so much 

 power and push. That is partly because 

the 24 MXZ has a hull that’s engineered 

to maximize wake and wave size. But 

don’t forget about Malibu’s technology 

and hardware. The 24-foot boat features 

Malibu’s  Integrated Surf Platform system, 

which consists of Surf Gate surf tabs, the 

hydraulic Power Wedge II, and an inte-

grated ballast system. When working in 

concert, these features allow the boat to 

displace so much water that a really heavy 

but consistent wave is created to either 

side. The wave’s pocket size had a ton of 

length and a fun lip at the end. However, 

the most impressive characteristic of this 

boat’s wave is its height. We’re not exag-

gerating when we say it was waist-high. It’s 

like surfi ng an ocean swell.

Like all Malibu models, the 24 MXZ 

off ers the Surf Band, which riders wear 

on their wrist in order to control the wave 

right from the board. With the Surf Band, 

you can change the position of the Power 

Wedge and speed up or slow down — even 

transfer sides. And thanks to Surf Gate, 

there’s no need to move weight from side 

to side. All of these next-level, customiz-

able features, combined with the  dynamic 

wave-generating hull, make wakesurfi ng 

behind the 24 MXZ better than ever.

The accouterments are better than 

ever too. The MaliView touchscreen in 

the dash is intuitive. Passengers (as many 

as 18 of them) will love the entertainment 

 system and the stylish yet comfortable 

seating arrangements. With the  WakeView 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Wakesetter 

24 MXZ, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

malibu24mxz.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

2000  5.21  6.00  0.60  8.69  10.00  391  450  0  55 

2500  6.17  7.10  2.00  3.08  3.55  139  160  0  59 

3000  6.34  7.30  3.50  1.81  2.09  82  94  2  72 

3500  7.82  9.00  4.20  1.86  2.14  84  96  2  72 

4000  8.78  10.10  5.50  1.60  1.84  72  83  3  71 

3500  11.38  13.10  7.40  1.54  1.77  69  80  2  73 

5000  15.73  18.10  8.30  1.89  2.18  85  98  1  76 

5500  24.16  27.80  9.30  2.60  2.99  117  135  1  78 

6000  28.76  33.10  12.40  2.32  2.67  104  120  1  81 

6500  32.90  37.90  14.70  2.24  2.58  101  116  1  85 

7000  38.30  44.10  18.50  2.07  2.38  93  107  0  86 

7500  45.01  51.80  23.00  1.96  2.25  88  101  0  89      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Connext touchscreen gives 

complete access to every vessel 

system but includes tactile joystick 

control as well.

X Bimini top can tilt to improve 

headroom when moving from the 

cockpit to the bow.

X SurfPointe technology provides a 

jet-created wave that is surfable 

on both sides.

Specs
· LOA: 24'0" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,713 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 12/2,700 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 50 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin 1.8L High Output

DRIVE: Jet pumps

GEAR RATIO: 1.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 25 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 500 lb.

Price

 $73,999 (as tested)

YAMAHA

242X E-Series

 Connext dash replaces all the analog 

gauges with a sunlight-bright touchscreen 

system that accesses lake mapping, engine 

controls, courtesy and navigation lights, 

and electrical systems such as bilge pumps. 

A touch panel gives you complete control of 

the audio system that can include subwoof-

ers and a marine sound bar. Not enough 

 audio control? There’s a full-feature  remote 

at the transom platform too. 

In our test team’s estimation, one 

of the greatest Yamaha boat features is 

the complete control Yamaha takes of 

power, the hull and accessories in con-

struction, which allows the company to 

off er an industry-leading warranty and 

just one contact point for service — your 

Yamaha dealer.

From the dock, the 242X E-Series stops 

the show with beautiful gelcoat color op-

tions, a wakeboard tower with Bimini and 

board racks, and a bow seating area that 

sweeps forward with so much room, two 

can lounge feet forward, or four or fi ve can 

sit comfortably. 

Remove the cushions to 

reveal the jump seats at the 

forepeak. They give a stun-

ning ride experience, and 

with the fi ller cushion in 

place, the area can serve as 

a tanning bed for three. The 

three-tiered stern seating is 

another trademark Yamaha 

feature that capitalizes on 

water fun by giving a great 

hangout spot for swimming, 

or a watersports platform 

for booting up or getting set 

to surf. 

That’s right. Surf. This 

new 242 is equipped with SurfPointe 

 technology that Yamaha engineered and 

pioneered with the help of nationally 

known surfers. By experimenting with jet-

pump nozzle angles, they found aiming the 

nozzles inward toward each other at the 

optimum angle boosts the wake by com-

pressing the water as it comes around the 

hull. That creates a  deeper hole in the water 

with a larger ramp — and it’s just as good on 

both sides of the wake. Add Yamaha’s pat-

ented articulating keel and you have crisp 

helm response not available in any other 

jet-boat brand.

Yamaha takes this new riding tech-

nology to the water with  state-of-the-art 

glass-helm controls too. Its 12.3-inch 
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Kennesaw, Georgia; 800-962-7926; yamahaboats.com

To see our video 

of the 242X

E-Series, scan 

this tag or visit 

boating mag

.com/bbg18/

yamaha242x

eseries.
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Luxury Pontoon Boats

Available in a variety of High Quality Choices

Avalon Pontoons

903 Michigan Ave.

Alma, MI 48801

800-334-2913

www.avalonpontoons.com

Choose from 8 Tiers of products in over 100 different layouts

ranging from our Trendsetting Master Collection of Excalibur

& Ambassador models to our affordable expanded

Boutique Collection of 7.5’- and 8’-wide models.

The art of the pontoon



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.78  5.50  1.10  4.34  5.00  246  284  0  77 

1500  6.34  7.30  1.70  3.73  4.29  212  243  1  80 

2000  7.73  8.90  2.50  3.09  3.56  175  202  2  82 

2500  10.17  11.70  4.00  2.54  2.93  144  166  4  84 

3000  14.64  16.85  5.10  2.87  3.30  163  187  5  87 

3500  19.64  22.60  6.50  3.02  3.48  171  197  4  90 

4000  23.29  26.80  8.20  2.84  3.27  161  185  3  94 

4500  26.68  30.70  10.90  2.45  2.82  139  160  3  97 

5000  29.72  34.20  13.50  2.20  2.53  125  144  3  102 

5600  33.11  38.10  17.80  1.88  2.16  107  123  2  103      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Supreme’s deep-V hull produces 

a solid wave and provides a more 

comfortable ride than other water-

sports boats, whether wakesurfi ng 

or cruising across the lake.

X The S238 is Supreme’s biggest 

boat, which means there is a lot 

of space to spread out and enjoy 

time on the water. The big bow is 

especially spacious.

X Displacing water is one thing, but 

in order to make a good wave, you 

need some technology. QuickSurf 

makes a solid, clean wave with the 

push of a button.

Specs
· LOA: 23'8" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 4,700 lb. · SEATING CAPAC-

ITY: 16  · FUEL CAPACITY: 63 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 409 hp GM Marine L96

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/141/2" x 141/4" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $98,523 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

SUPREME

S238

istic, a result of size and hull shape, en-

sures a nice long wave that allows riders to 

switch back and forth with ease. Overall, 

the S238’s wave proved very rider-friendly 

and forgiving. We found it a lot of fun. But 

it’s still a big and powerful enough wave for 

advanced riders to push themselves while 

learning new tricks. While it can suit a 

variety of styles, surf-style riders will es-

pecially love this wave. For instance, ad-

justing the center tab settings also allows 

customizing the wave characteristics to 

suit individual rider preferences. Ballast 

capacity is 2,700 pounds.

Using the new SeeTouch Dash makes 

controlling boat systems simple. With 

its features and performance, Supreme 

makes it easy to place the S238 on the short 

list of those seeking a new tow-sports boat.

The biggest boat in the Supreme lineup for 

the 2018 model year, the S238 lived up to 

its reputation during our full day of test-

ing and riding by delivering a large wave 

with ample push. With seating capac-

ity for you and a crew of up to 16, we also 

found you need not be shy about inviting 

family, friends, and even the 

inevitable friends of friends. 

This boat provides the space 

needed to bring everybody 

with you for a day of excite-

ment out on the lake.

It’s certainly got the get up 

and go needed to perform with 

a large crew aboard. When we 

put the throttle handle in the 

corner, our test boat zoomed 

to a top speed of 38.1 mph and 

accelerated to 20 mph in just 

5.9 seconds. Still, it posted a 

thrifty 3 mpg while cruising 

along at 22 mph. It’s quick 

and effi  cient. And the rough-water ride is 

attenuated more than with most water-

sports boats by the V shape of the hull and 

the acutely angled keel.

Engaging the QuickSurf system makes 

increasing the size of the wave produced 

by this boat easy and takes little time. We 

discovered the Supreme S238’s wave grows 

substantially as we added ballast. For ex-

ample, with just a captain and a spotter on 

board during testing, the wave was big and 

the pocket was easy for our rider to fi nd 

and stay in; she never had to hunt for it. At 

nearly 24 feet long and with the signature 

deep-V hull, the Supreme S238 displaces 

an inherently massive amount of water 

compared to other boats. This character-
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; supremetowboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the S238, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

supremes238.
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The Suzuki “S”, Ultimate tagline and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and read your owner’s manual. 
© 2017 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

DUAL LOUVER SYSTEM DUAL FUEL INJECTORS DUAL WATER INTAKES CONTRA-ROTATING  

DUAL PROP SYSTEM

Our innovative Dual Louver Direct Intake System and Dual 

Fuel Injectors provide cooler air and precisely measured 

fuel to the combustion chamber. A hydrodynamically  

designed gear case and contra-rotating dual propellers 

deliver extra “traction” underwater where you need it most. 

The 350 horsepower Suzuki DF350A V6 4-Stroke does 

indeed take “Ultimate” to the next level.

We began with a concept, Geki. Parting Seas. 

We matched the power of nature and the sea with our 

passion and commitment to provide you with the Ultimate 

4-Stroke Outboard. There’s nothing else like it.

We invite you to learn more about the DF350A at your  

Suzuki Marine dealer or by visiting www.suzukimarine.com.

Introducing The All-New Suzuki DF350A

A REVOLUTION IN INNOVATION

Geki  Parting Seas



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.78  5.50  0.90  5.31  6.11  301  347  0  75 

1500  6.60  7.60  1.60  4.13  4.75  234  269  1  81 

2000  7.65  8.80  2.70  2.83  3.26  161  185  2  84 

2500  10.60  12.20  4.30  2.47  2.84  140  161  5  88 

3000  15.73  18.10  5.60  2.81  3.23  159  183  7  89 

3500  19.73  22.70  7.40  2.67  3.07  151  174  6  92 

4000  23.81  27.40  9.70  2.45  2.82  139  160  5  93 

4500  27.20  31.30  12.20  2.23  2.57  126  145  5  95 

5000  29.63  34.10  15.10  1.96  2.26  111  128  3  101 

5600  32.85  37.80  17.80  1.60  1.84  91  105  3  106     

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Ease of use: Fill up some ballast 

(Ramfi ll proved quick and super-

easy), turn on QuickSurf, and go 

shred an epic, endless wave, even 

if you’ve never run a tow-sports 

boat before.

X Centurion’s zone-controlled audio 

system with Downfi re speakers 

ensures your crew and riders get 

all the sonic awesomeness they 

can handle.

X Paddle shifters on the steering 

wheel facilitate easy and intuitive 

control of boat speed and the 

wave-shaping center plate.

Specs
· LOA: 23’7” · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,450 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 16  

· FUEL CAPACITY: 63 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 450 hp PCM H6DI

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/16" x 15" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 28 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $161,851 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

CENTURION

Ri237

to suit all kinds of riders and boards.Bal-

last capacity is 5,100 pounds.

It delivers spirited performance en 

route to the ride too. With a 450 hp PCM 

engine turning a 16-by-15-inch Acme prop 

through a 1.72-to-1 reduction, we hit 37.8 

mph at wide-open throttle and enjoyed 

3 mpg economy at 22 mph. Time to plane 

proved a scant 3 seconds. 

Centurion’s signature wakesurf and 

wakeboard boat is the all-around per-

former. It can be ridden by wakesurfers 

and wakesurf boards of all shapes, sizes 

and abilities. With seating for 16, there is 

plenty of room for all and their varying 

skill levels. Of course, you get the signa-

ture big-boat looks of the Ri line, updated 

for 2018 with a black-framed windshield 

and tactical-looking Ramfi ll vent. Sweet.

The Ri237 has long been seen as  Centurion’s 

best all-around boat, but by adding the 

 Opti-V hull, many will say this boat is even 

better. It’s a completely new running sur-

face for 2018, with engineered triangular 

pads incorporated into the aft corners. 

The Ri237 has always had a 

good wave — it’s the boat that 

pulls the World Wake Surfi ng 

Championship — but it is now 

easier and more intuitive to 

operate than ever. The  Opti-V 

hull and QuickSurf allow 

you to change the focus from 

wakeboarding to wakesurf-

ing almost instantly. With 

just the push of a button, a 

wave is created that is im-

mediately up to professional-

rider standards. If you are 

concerned that you would not 

be capable of running such 

an esteemed boat to its full 

wake- and wave-shaping glory, don’t be. 

The design and technology incorporated 

into  Centurion’s Ri237 means that you 

and your crew can start enjoying awesome 

 watersports experiences the day you take 

delivery of your boat. That holds true re-

gardless of the level of your crew.

For example, one of our preferred 

boards went missing during the shoot and 

test of the Ri237. As a result, we rode be-

hind this boat on a smaller board than we’d 

normally choose. It was a simple matter 

to adjust the center plate at 20 in order to 

peak up the wave a bit more and allow the 

smaller board to run better. This proved, 

in a practical way, that the wave produced 

by the Centurion Ri237 can be customized 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; centurionboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Ri237, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

centurionri237.
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R E T R E A T
F I N D  Y O U R 

loweboats.com

Spacious and well appointed, 

a Lowe Retreat pontoon is your oasis on the water. 
Enjoy deluxe vinyl fl ooring, a premium stereo system, 
pillow-top furniture and a range of high-performance 
propulsion options. And because it’s a Lowe, you can 

count on lasting quality and superior value.

Available in 23 and 25 feet.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.74  4.30  0.90  4.15  4.78  258  297  0  73 

1500  5.56  6.40  1.50  3.71  4.27  230  265  3  74 

2000  6.43  7.40  2.40  2.68  3.08  166  191  5  78 

2500  7.65  8.80  3.80  2.01  2.32  125  144  6  82 

3000  10.60  12.20  5.20  2.04  2.35  127  146  7  85 

3500  18.77  21.60  6.50  2.89  3.32  179  206  7  87 

4000  22.16  25.50  8.20  2.70  3.11  168  193  6  91 

4500  25.03  28.80  10.10  2.48  2.85  154  177  5  93 

5000  27.55  31.70  12.50  2.20  2.54  137  157  4  95 

5500  30.07  34.60  17.00  1.77  2.04  110  126  4  97      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Soft-grip fl ooring on the swim plat-

form, transom steps and cockpit 

sole helps your feet fi nd comfort 

no matter where you step.

X Multiposition Sliding Skybox Seat 

lets you move the transom seating 

to create a rear-facing lounge to 

watch the action.

X Surf Gate, Power Wedge II 

and Surf Band let you shape an 

endless wave with the push of a 

button.

Specs
· LOA: 23'5" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,500 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 16  

· FUEL CAPACITY: 69 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: PCM Monsoon 409 6.0L inboard

DRIVE/PROP: V-drive/15" x 141/4"  

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 69 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

AXIS

T23

the helm intuitive and manageable, so he 

or she can concentrate on providing a great 

session for the rider and remain vigilant of 

surrounding hazards and boat traffi  c.

Other nice touches include the soft-

grip decking underfoot on the cockpit sole 

and also the swim platform. On the tow 

tower, the optional PTM clamping board 

racks keep your gear safe and secure on 

the tower.

How did the T23 handle when not set 

up to surf? With the ballast tanks empty, 

the Monsoon 409 inboard propelled the 

T23 to a top speed of nearly 35 mph. With 

the empty tanks, the boat climbed onto 

plane in 3.5 seconds. With full ballast 

tanks, it took about 6.5 seconds. Time to 

20 mph was 9.9 seconds. At high speeds or 

low, it’s a tow boat with a lot to off er.

They say bigger is better, and as the  biggest 

Axis boat with a traditional bow, the T23 

has performance and style that will im-

press, as they say, bigly. At nearly 24 feet, 

the T23 has a lot of running surface, and 

with Surf Gate and the Power Wedge II 

engaged, that means a world-class wave. 

Like the A24, the largest 

Axis with a pickle-fork bow, 

it produces a big wave with 

a clean face, ton of push and 

killer pocket that’s great for 

arcing big turns, going way 

back or boosting air. Surf-

ers of all levels will love the 

giant wave, which can eas-

ily be customized through 

the Power Wedge. With the 

Power Wedge set at 2 and a set 

speed of 11 mph, we found the 

wave to be great for surf-style 

slashing and big soul-fi lled 

carves. So, we’d recommend 

that you opt for the Power Wedge II to 

tweak your wave to suit your abilities or 

to just try something diff erent.

A bigger boat also means more room to 

hang with a crowd. The T23 seats 16 peo-

ple total, and they won’t be jostling elbows 

or knocking knees. The bow lounge can 

be converted to a tanning bed with the 

optional fi ller cushions should some of 

your crew want to chill. The wraparound 

seating in the cockpit makes for a great 

conversation pit. The rear-facing recliner 

on the bench along the port side is optimal 

for spotter duty. Or you can confi gure the 

Sliding Skybox to set up home-theater-

style seating to watch the riders do their 

thing while you relax. The driver will fi nd 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-5478; axiswake.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the T23, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

axist23.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.43  5.10  0.80  5.54  6.38  389  448  1  76 

1500  6.86  7.90  1.60  4.29  4.94  301  347  2  81 

2000  7.91  9.10  3.10  2.55  2.94  179  206  4  81 

2500  8.78  10.10  5.10  1.72  1.98  121  139  7  86 

3000  12.95  14.90  8.40  1.54  1.77  108  125  10  87 

3500  21.64  24.90  10.10  2.14  2.47  150  173  7  91 

4000  25.11  28.90  13.00  1.93  2.22  136  156  6  90 

4500  28.42  32.70  16.40  1.73  1.99  122  140  5  94 

5000  30.85  35.50  21.20  1.46  1.67  102  118  4  94 

5400  33.02  38.00    27.40  1.21  1.39  85  97  4  101      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
XWith the Indmar Monsoon 575, the 

boat is capable of hitting 38 mph 

with no ballast.

X The 12- and 7-inch touchscreen 

displays make operating the boat 

and controlling the wake easy and 

intuitive for the driver.

X Malibu’s MultiZone RGB lighting 

center lets you control the settings 

of up to three zones of RGB lights.

X SeaDek fl ooring is soft underfoot 

yet extremely durable, and it 

increases the boat’s style points.

Specs
· LOA: 23'5" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 6,200 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 17/2,397 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 78 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 575 6.2L

PROP: 17" x 151/4" Acme 4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.76:1

FUEL LOAD: 66 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 530 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

M235

Our test crew found out exactly what 

happens when you put it all together. From 

the moment we got behind the M235, 

it was clear this boat makes the largest 

waves of any Malibu. Every aspect of this 

wave was unbelievable, from the size to 

the confi gurability. The wave was clean all 

the way through and had a ton of height. 

Along with the size, we were really im-

pressed with the transition on this wave. 

It has a perfect progression of mellow to 

steep from beginning to end. Another 

thing you’ll notice when surfi ng behind 

the M235 is just how far back you can drop. 

The pocket is really long and has a nice 

lip at the end. Malibu put everything it 

has into the M235, and it unquestionably 

ranks among the best surfb oats available.

Even if you just dropped the Malibu 

M235 in the water and started surfi ng on 

the boat’s stock settings, the wave qual-

ity would approach pro levels. But when 

you start to shape and customize it with 

all the tools Malibu has to off er, the wave 

 becomes simply ridiculous.

The amenities on the M235 

are ridiculous too. Luxury 

features include the 12-inch 

MaliView touchscreen in the 

dash that is glare-proof, ex-

tremely water-resistant, and 

houses all your major driving 

functions with big, intuitive 

menu buttons. The smaller 

7-inch auxiliary screen has 

everything you need to dial 

in the surf specifi cs. Want 

 attention to detail? Check 

out the electrically deployed 

wind block that closes off  the 

 windshield walk-through.

As for that wake, how does Malibu do 

it? The M235 is by far the deepest, heavi-

est boat Malibu has ever built. A  bigger 

boat with higher freeboard means a 

heavier dry weight, more and safer seat-

ing, deeper stowage and, of course, more 

ballast capacity. With the Integrated Surf 

Platform, you get the Surf Gate vertical tab 

system, which is one of the best out there. 

You can surf one side or the other without 

moving any weight. With the Surf Band 

on your wrist, you can adjust the tabs and 

switch from side to side while you’re rid-

ing. The Surf Band also controls the boat’s 

speed and the Power Wedge II, which can 

tweak the wave face while you’re riding so 

you get exactly what you want.
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the M235, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

malibum235.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.13  5.90  2.10  2.44  2.81  147  169  1  78 

1500  6.52  7.50  1.60  4.07  4.69  246  283  1  78 

2000  7.73  8.90  2.50  3.09  3.56  187  215  3  82 

2500  8.52  9.80  4.00  2.13  2.45  128  148  6  86 

3000  10.95  12.60  5.90  1.86  2.14  112  129  5  92 

3500  19.38  22.30  7.50  2.58  2.97  156  179  3  95 

4000  24.16  27.80  8.80  2.75  3.16  166  190  3  95 

4500  27.63  31.80  11.00  2.51  2.89  151  174  2  96 

5000  30.59  35.20  15.40  1.99  2.29  120  138  2  98 

5500  33.37  38.40  19.30  1.73  1.99  104  120  2  101      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Power-actuated captain’s chair 

goes up and down with the push 

of a button.

X L-shaped ballast tanks fi ll to 

precise measurements with the 

plug-and-play system.

X Foldout WakeView transom bench 

creates a rear-facing viewing 

lounge for passengers to watch 

the riders.

X Increased storage means you can 

bring along more gear.

Specs
· LOA: 23' · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,000 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 15/1,974 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 65 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 450 6.2L

PROP: 15" x 16"  4-blade Acme Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.78:1

FUEL LOAD: 35 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

23 LSV

The boat does well when 

on plane and running at 

cruising speeds. Powered 

by an Indmar Monsoon 450 

6.2L inboard, the 23 LSV hit 

a top speed of 38.4 mph with 

no ballast, just over a half-

tank of fuel, and two crew 

 members. That’s fast for this 

category. It climbed onto 

plane in 3.7 seconds and took 

12.1 seconds to hit 20 mph. 

With the ballast tanks fully 

loaded, the 23 LSV climbed 

onto plane in 8.5 seconds. 

What do you do when you already have 

the world’s best-selling wakeboard boat? 

You make it even better. In the case of 

the 23 LSV, Malibu made the hull a little 

deeper, creating more displacement and 

 increasing wave amplitude. This had the 

side benefi t of increasing storage space 

too. Overall, the redesign will help keep 

the 23 LSV atop its lofty perch.

Where to start? Notice how the transom 

seats are deeper with more-comfortable 

backrests and hold larger storage tubs 

underneath. Also note how there’s now a 

walkway atop the aft sun-pad cushions for 

easier access to the cockpit, so you won’t 

scuff  and dirty the vinyl every time you 

transit between the cockpit and the swim 

platform. Maybe the coolest thing is the 

foldout WakeView bench in the transom. 

When deployed, it creates a rear-facing 

love seat for an amazing view of the action 

behind the boat. New L-shaped ballast 

tanks, combined with the plug-and-play 

system at the dash, make fi lling and moni-

toring your tanks as easy as pie and create 

a better weight distribution. At the helm, 

the intuitive touchscreen monitors give 

the driver fi ngertip control of the boat’s 

functions and surf tools. The driver will 

love the powered captain’s chair, which 

raises and lowers at the push of a button.

Does the 23 LSV still perform at a high 

level? Yes, says our team of riders, who, 

 after a session behind the boat, called it 

pro-level. Thanks to Malibu’s features and 

systems, the wake was highly customiz-

able to each rider’s taste. With the Power 

Wedge at 3, our surf testers felt the wave 

had a good combo of steepness and length, 

allowing them to get farther back and drive 

forward with ease to work on big turns and 

airs. And for wakeboarding? Forget about 

it. That’s why this boat is a best-seller.
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the 23 LSV, 

scan this tag or 

visit boating

mag.com/

bbg18/

malibu23lsv.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.30  6.10  1.00  5.30  6.10  301  346  0  83 

1500  6.95  8.00  2.10  3.31  3.81  188  216  2  84 

2000  8.26  9.50  4.10  2.01  2.32  114  131  5  89 

2500  15.21  17.50  7.20  2.11  2.43  120  138  8  91 

3000  20.16  23.20  8.30  2.43  2.80  138  158  6  93 

3500  24.42  28.10  10.80  2.26  2.60  128  148  5  94 

4000  28.15  32.40  15.50  1.82  2.09  103  119  4  96 

4500  31.37  36.10  21.20  1.48  1.70  84  97  3  97 

5000  34.06  39.20  29.50  1.15  1.33  65  75  2  99 

5500  35.80  41.20  33.20  1.08  1.24  61  70  2  105      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Opti-V hull capitalizes on the bal-

ance and hydrodynamics created 

by the  fl at, triangular transom 

pads for clean, powerful waves on 

both sides of the boat.

X QuickSurf Pro, Centurion’s inte-

grated surf system, really shines 

on the bigger Fi23, making fast, 1.8 

second  transfers from one side to 

the other possible.

X The Fi23’s available 2500-pound 

RAMFILL System fi lls in 90 

seconds.

Specs
· LOA: 23'0" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,300 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 14 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 63 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 550 hp PCM XR7 6.2L

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/17" x 151/2" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 10 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 565 lb.

Price

 $161,858 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

CENTURION

Fi23

mentioned above, the wave is eff ortless 

and makes surfi ng a breeze for all levels of 

riders. The farther back you go, the more 

fun you have because you never feel like 

you need to pump hard or get on the gas to 

get back forward. The Fi23 wave is a giant 

playground. By tweaking the center plate, 

the wave shape can be customized. Closer 

to 100, it is more mellow; closer to zero, it 

is steeper. At 60, it had tons of push and a 

really fun shape.

With 550 hp providing the push, the 

Centurion Fi23 topped at 41.2 mph, rac-

ing to plane in just over 4 seconds with the 

ballast empty. It accelerated to 20 mph in 

just 7.2 seconds. If you’re considering a 

watersports boat built to a high standard 

that doesn’t sport the highest price, con-

sider racing to see a Centurion Fi23.

It’s too easy to grab words like innovative or 

outstanding and apply them to new boats 

tested for published review. But if we were 

forced to use just one word to describe 

Centurion’s all-new Fi23, that word might 

be eff ortless. That’s because operating this 

super-wide-bow boat, with its 4,750 pound 

ballast capacity,  to thrill and 

challenge watersports crews 

of all levels proves as easy as 

pushing some buttons. Do so 

and you and your crew will be 

set to have a blast.

The Centurion Fi23 is 

perfect for the family or 

crew who wants to pick and 

choose its options on a boat 

built on a killer hull design. 

Our tester came equipped 

with Ramfi ll, a system that 

fi lls ballast in less than 90 

seconds. The new Split HD 

Touch Vision dash enables 

you to control as much as 4,850 pounds 

of ballast, along with the two-second 

 transfer  of QuickSurf Pro and fast, fl at 

takeoff s of QuickLaunch. The Fi23 comes 

sized to hold a bunch of your friends 

and their gear. The surf wave is one pros 

would love, but it’s also one that can ac-

commodate newer riders, so don’t be 

intimidated by the awesome capability. 

Have a couple of top  riders in your crew? 

You’ll also want to consider the Centuri-

on Articulating Tracking  System (CATS), 

which uses hull defl ection to help cus-

tomize waves and wakes.

The Fi23 is the big brother to the Fi21 in 

the all-new Fi line, and its pro-level wave 

will have you grinning from ear to ear. As 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; centurionboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Fi23, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

centurionfi 23.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.43  5.10  1.00  4.43  5.10  172  197  0  76 

1500  6.17  7.10  1.50  4.11  4.73  159  183  2  81 

2000  7.82  9.00  2.30  3.40  3.91  132  151  3  85 

2500  11.47  13.20  3.60  3.19  3.67  123  142  5  85 

3000  16.42  18.90  4.90  3.35  3.86  130  149  4  89 

3500  21.90  25.20  6.10  3.59  4.13  139  160  4  94 

4000  25.63  29.50  8.20  3.13  3.60  121  139  3  96 

4500  29.28  33.70  10.80  2.71  3.12  105  121  3  100 

5000  32.07  36.90  13.40  2.39  2.75  93  107  3  101 

5625  35.28  40.60  17.80  1.94  2.23  75  86  3  105      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X This boat’s pickle-fork style speaks 

for itself. The roomy spaciousness 

and aggressive exterior profi le 

make this one of the most striking 

boats on the water (or on a trailer 

or lift).

X Available QuickFill hull-fl ooding 

ballast system adds 1,000 pounds 

of ballast within minutes, ensuring 

you can get your crew hollering 

with excitement immediately. 

X Rear plug-and-play ballast bags 

provide an additional 1,100 pounds 

of displacement for truly lofty 

wakes and waves.

Specs
· LOA: 22'6" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 4,560 lb. · SEATING CAPAC-

ITY: 14 · FUEL CAPACITY: 43 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 409 hp GM Marine by Crusader

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/141/2" x 141/4" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 43 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $90,098 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

SUPREME

S226

the exterior, in two schemes, 

not to mention myriad inte-

rior color and style choices, to 

style the boat to your liking. 

If you’re a fan of 

the spacious pickle-

fork-style bow and want a 

moderate-size surfb oat, the 

S226 should be on your list. 

Got a lot of friends? Load 

up this boat with more than 

a dozen of them and you’re 

looking at serious wake 

 potential on top of an already 

weighty 22.5-foot boat.

Style, spaciousness and performance all 

aligned in the creation of the Supreme 

S226. This is one boat that commands 

 attention both in and out of the water.

The 22-foot-6-inch-long, 4,500-pound 

Supreme S226 displaces enough water to 

build a wave that’s sure to impress you 

and even the most-experienced members 

of your entire 14-person crew, whether 

they are wakeboarders, wakesurfers or 

wake skaters. And because of Supreme’s 

 subfl oor ballast system — the hull fi lls 

with water — you’ll likely never have to 

sacrifi ce stowage space for gear in order 

to carry the weight that’s required to cre-

ate a great wave — and a great watersports 

experience for your crew.

We rode that wave and found it impres-

sively long and powerful. We also came 

away impressed by the newly refi ned, larger 

attitude-adjusting Stinger Wake Plate.

Look for matte vinyl covering 

 ergonomically designed seats that we 

found comfortable, stylish and, with stow-

age underneath, functional during our 

day aboard. The swiveling helm seat with 

 fl ip-up bolster impressed us. The bow 

proved spacious enough to warrant having 

its own ZIP code. There’s room aplenty for 

your crew and your gear.

Other great standards for 2018 in-

clude a Clarion stereo that now re-

sides in the glove box, which you oper-

ate with a remote installed at the dash; 

digital speed control; depth fi nder; air-

water temperature display; and hour 

 meter. There’s also the QuickFill Ballast 

System, and the Pro S4 tower. The hull 

fl oods with 1,000 pounds of  ballast in both 

the bow and stern areas, without counting 

the optional plug-and-play ballast. In all, 

the total ballast capacity is 2,100 pounds. 

Choose from over 20 gelcoat colors for 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; supremetowboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the S226, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

supremes226.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.82  6.70  0.90  6.47  7.44  279  322  0  72 

1500  7.13  8.20  1.70  4.19  4.82  181  208  1  79 

2000  8.17  9.40  3.70  2.21  2.54  95  110  4  82 

2500  10.60  12.20  6.30  1.68  1.94  73  84  7  87 

3000  21.29  24.50  8.10  2.63  3.02  114  131  9  89 

3500  26.42  30.40  10.60  2.49  2.87  108  124  5  91 

4000  30.85  35.50  11.70  2.64  3.03  114  131  4  95      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X MaxBallast system adds all the 

necessary weight for precise 

measurements, helping amplify 

the wake.

X The 12- and 7-inch touchscreen 

displays give the driver fi ngertip 

control of the boat’s functions.

X Integrated Surf Platform tech-

nologies include Surf Gate, Power 

Wedge and Surf Band. 

X Pickle-fork design creates wide-

open bow seating for the crowd.

Specs
· LOA: 22'5" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,850 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 15/2,115 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 48 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 575 6.2L

PROP: 15" x 141/4" 4-blade Acme Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.76:1

FUEL LOAD: 36 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 580 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

Wakesetter 22 MXZ

design aff ords extra legroom, and main 

cockpit area, where a rear-facing back-

rest to port provides the perfect area for 

a spotter. There’s plenty of stowage, and 

Malibu off ers cutting-edge color schemes 

that will look cool to even the most jaded 

millennial in the family. Malibu builds its 

hull via its patented FibECS chassis and 

eight-layer lamination process, creating 

a  superior build that helps the hull last 

while  producing a solid, rattle-free ride 

across kicked-up lake chop.

While it’s built to make a wake, the 22 

MXZ holds its own while cruising around 

or running over to the best spot to start a 

session. Powered with an Indmar Monsoon 

575 gasoline inboard, our test model hit a 

top speed of 35.5 mph, reaching 20 mph in 

about 13 seconds. With no ballast aboard, 

the 22 MXZ planed in 4.5 seconds.

The Wakesetter 22 MXZ incorporates 

Malibu’s signature pickle-fork hull shape 

with its Integrated Surf Platform technol-

ogies to help it produce large, consistently 

surfable waves. Our surf team found the 

waves behind this boat to be heavy and 

substantial, with a really big 

pocket and enough power to 

play around farther back. An-

other thing you’ll notice once 

behind this boat is how tall 

the wave is, one that’s compa-

rable to the waves produced 

by much larger models. It’s a 

high-caliber wave that off ers 

the rider a lot to work with.

As with the entire  Malibu 

Wakesetter line, the 22 MXZ 

features the wearable Surf 

Band, so you can control 

the wave’s shape and size, 

switch sides and adjust speed, 

all right from your board. 

This wave is truly versatile and can be 

 customized to accommodate riders of all 

skill levels, from beginner to pro. With the 

Command Center control system at the 

dash, featuring 12-inch and 7-inch touch-

screen displays, the driver can  control the 

boat and the surf tools with a simple touch 

of the fi ngertips. The MaxBallast system, 

which consists of two  L-shaped hard 

tanks, can be combined with the  optional 

plug-and-play bladder ballast system to 

add serious displacement and generate 

that giant wave.

The seating aboard the 22 MXZ is as 

outsize as the wake is, with enough room 

to comfortably seat 15 people. The seats are 

plush in both the bow, where the  pickle-fork 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Wakesetter 

22 MXZ, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

malibu22mxz.
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Keep the whole crew happy. 
Oh they’ll be smiling all right.  After all, what’s not to love about a SunChaser?  It’s 

the perfect pontoon for fishing, cruising, or just dropping anchor and practicing 

cannonballs.  We know you never want to get off the pontoon, and with a full 

fiberglass console, rounded bow, recessed cup holders, and a changing room 

on board you might not have to.  So c’mon dad.  See your dealer for a test spin.  

Now look who’s smiling. 

To see all of our fine Smoker Craft Inc.  

products, visit thebestboatbrands.com



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.43  5.10  1.00  4.43  5.10  172  197  0  76 

1500  6.17  7.10  1.50  4.11  4.73  159  183  2  81 

2000  7.82  9.00  2.30  3.40  3.91  132  151  3  85 

2500  11.47  13.20  3.60  3.19  3.67  123  142  5  85 

3000  16.42  18.90  4.90  3.35  3.86  130  149  4  89 

3500  21.90  25.20  6.10  3.59  4.13  139  160  4  94 

4000  25.63  29.50  8.20  3.13  3.60  121  139  3  96 

4500  29.28  33.70  10.80  2.71  3.12  105  121  3  100 

5000  32.07  36.90  13.40  2.39  2.75  93  107  3  101 

5625  35.28  40.60  17.80  1.94  2.23  75  86  3  105    

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X This versatile boat allows your 

crew to wakesurf, wakeboard or 

water-ski and does not disappoint.   

The S224 does it all.

X SeeTouch Dash provides easy 

control of a variety of functions, 

from switching the QuickSurf from 

one side to another, to changing 

the ballast confi guration or Stinger 

Wake Plate, to adjusting the speed.

X Bow of the Supreme S224 offers 

plenty of room for passengers who 

are along for the ride or just chill-

ing and soaking up some sun.

SPECS
· LOA: 22'4" · BEAM: 7'11" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 3,650 lb. · SEATING CAPAC-

ITY: 11 · FUEL CAPACITY: 43 gal.

HOW WE TESTED

ENGINE: 409 hp GM Marine L96

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/141/2" x 141/4" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 43 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

PRICE

 $84,246 (as tested without 

tax/prep/shipping)

SUPREME

S224

option. The wave itself is great for begin-

ner to intermediate riders because of its 

easy surfability and lack of intimidating 

size or power. And with QuickSurf, riders 

can easily transfer from side to side, which 

adds an entirely new dimension to the 

wakesurfi ng experience.

On top of all that, the S224 proves 

fast and effi  cient. It bested 40 mph and 

achieved 4 mpg effi  ciency at 25 mph. 

 Outstanding!

An S224 owner can also be proud of the 

vacuum-infusion process — what  Supreme 

dubs VIP. This construction method is 

more environmentally friendly than other 

methods of building with fi berglass and 

also results in superior strength and stiff -

ness. It’s just another reason to seek out 

the Supreme S224.

All-new for 2018, the Supreme S224 capi-

talizes upon the success of its fl eet mate, 

the versatile, do-it-all S202. The addi-

tional couple of feet this boat provides 

gives you a bigger boat that, like its smaller 

sibling, can provide the ride for a variety of 

watersports thrills.

The S224 can pull a water-

skier for a dawn session, then 

seamlessly switch gears and 

tow your crew to wakesurfi ng 

glory later in the morning. It 

is a unique midsize boat that 

defi nes the term crossover. 

Since the Supreme S224 ac-

tually is a smaller, narrower 

boat than most wakesurf-

specifi c craft, it requires the 

addition of more weight to 

get the wave to kick up to 

surfable standards. But we 

advise you not to put all that 

weight in the bow. After our 

extensive time riding and testing, we sug-

gest your best bet is to fi ll the rear ballast 

tanks in addition to seating crew members 

in the stern. With the help of internal bal-

last, QuickSurf and the center Stinger 

tab, the S224 puts up a clean, moderately 

shaped wave that your gang will have a 

blast surfi ng.

The wave created by the Supreme 

S224 proves great for families or groups 

who want to participate in a variety of 

water sports activities — think a little bit 

of everything. The wave won’t compare 

to  other wakesurf-specifi c boats in the 

 Supreme line, but if there are people in 

your group who want to ski, wakeboard 

and wakesurf, the S224 stands as a great 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; supremetowboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the S224, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

supremes224.
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The road to paradise Isn’t Actually a Road.

                        Where you’re going there are no roads.  

No stop lights. No traffic jams. Because paradise doesn’t have a street address. 

        It’s the water kissing the sky along the horizon. The sun on your face.

Paradise is out there for you to find.

    You just have to pick a Cobia and go. 

www.cobiaboats.com



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.61  5.30  1.10  4.19  4.82  181  208  0  76 

1500  6.52  7.50  1.70  3.83  4.41  166  191  1  79 

2000  7.56  8.70  2.40  3.15  3.63  136  157  2  83 

2500  9.21  10.60  4.00  2.30  2.65  99  114  5  88 

3000  15.03  17.30  5.80  2.59  2.98  112  129  9  90 

3500  21.46  24.70  7.40  2.90  3.34  125  144  7  97 

4000  24.94  28.70  8.10  3.08  3.54  133  153  4  99 

4500  29.20  33.60  10.00  2.92  3.36  126  145  4  100 

4750  29.72  34.20  11.00  2.70  3.11  117  134  3  102      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
XWith the optional Power Wedge II, 

Surf Gate and Surf Band, just 

push a button and immediately 

start surfi ng a killer wave; it’s 

that simple.

X Sliding Skybox reverse bench-style 

seat lets the crew turn around and 

watch everybody ride in comfort.

X Teardrop swim step on the 

transom allows wakeboarders to 

easily slide into the water after 

gearing up.

Specs
· LOA: 22'0" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,450 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 15 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 48 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: PCM Monsoon 450 6.0L inboard

DRIVE/PROP: V-drive/ 15" x 141/4"  

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 36 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

AXIS

T22

The T22 is a deep boat with plenty of room 

for  storage, ballast and people, so you can 

weigh this thing down pretty good. Opt for 

maximum plug-and-play ballast so every-

thing is plumbed in and you just need to hit 

the ballast-fi ll buttons to be ready to surf.

Without ballast, we recorded a top 

speed of 34.3 mph and it climbed onto 

plane in under 4 seconds.

Creature comforts? The bow lounge 

and the cockpit hold plenty of people. 

Cushioned transom storage hatches open 

up on gas struts to reveal plenty of stowage 

space underneath. The Sliding Skybox fea-

ture is awesome; the transom bench slides 

out and, with backrests, creates  theater 

seating for the show behind the boat. 

It’s a killer setup with a price point that 

shouldn’t kill you.

Redesigned for 2018, the T22 takes 

 traditional wakeboat looks, with the bow 

tapering to a V rather than a pickle fork, and 

adds Axis performance and attitude. The 

hull itself is designed to sit deeper in the 

water at slower speeds to create more water 

displacement, i.e., throw a bigger wake. The 

results did not disappoint.

Like the A series in the Axis 

line, the T22 can be equipped 

with Surf Gate and the Power 

Wedge II. The boat we tested 

had a standard wedge, so for 

surfi ng we left it up to keep the 

wave clean. With Surf Gate 

deployed, the T22 kicks up a 

sizable wave that fl attens out 

toward the back, allowing you 

to surf back at the curl while 

still providing enough push 

to get you forward with ease. 

If you want to customize the 

shape of the wave more, opt 

for the Power Wedge II and you can sculpt 

the wave to match the ability and style of 

the rider.

Wake fans who prefer the stylings of a 

traditional bow will love the T22. It’s been 

redesigned so it looks better than ever and 

has room for 15. With the wave’s moderate 

shape and large push, it is ideal for riders 

looking to progress.

At the helm, the interface is also in-

credibly easy; there’s a toggle switch at the 

dash set to neutral, left or right. There’s no 

guesswork and no fi ddling — it just works. 

When you want to switch sides or transfer 

while you’re riding, all you have to do is 

signal the driver and hop over the rooster 

tail, and you’re riding on the other side. 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-5478; axiswake.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the T22, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

axist22.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  1.00  4.00  4.60  151  174  2  74 

1500  5.82  6.70  1.50  3.88  4.47  147  169  2  77 

2000  7.04  8.10  2.30  3.06  3.52  116  133  5  78 

2500  8.34  9.60  4.00  2.09  2.40  79  91  7  82 

3000  13.99  16.10  5.60  2.50  2.88  94  109  10  88 

3500  20.42  23.50  7.10  2.88  3.31  109  125  2  89 

4000  23.64  27.20  8.10  2.92  3.36  110  127  2  98 

4500  27.55  31.70  9.90  2.78  3.20  105  121  2  98 

5000  29.11  33.50  12.50  2.33  2.68  88  101  2  99 

5500  32.24  37.10  17.10  1.89  2.17  71  82  2  101      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Simple toggle switches at the 

helm are seamlessly integrated 

into the look of the boat and dash.

X Upgraded fl ooring makes this boat 

more comfortable than ever.

X Axis Performance Surf Package 

allows for infi nitely customizable 

surf settings that can be accessed 

at the push of a button. Even a 

novice can create great wakes 

and waves.

Specs:
· LENGTH: 21'11" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 42 gal. · SEATING 

CAPACITY: 15   · DRY WEIGHT: 4,370 lb.

How We Tested

POWER: PCM 409 6.0L inboard

DRIVE/PROP: V-drive/ 15" x 141/4"  

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 22 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

AXIS

A22

a  rear-facing bench with back-

rests to watch surfers and 

wakeboarders do their thing 

behind the boat. Or it can be 

set along the transom to keep 

the wraparound seating intact 

for conversation.

Don’t think of the A22 as a 

one- or two-trick pony that’s 

only good at various tow 

speeds. With no ballast, the 

A22 topped out at 37.1 mph at 

wide-open throttle, deliver-

ing smooth performance and 

handling at the helm.

Wakesurfi ng might be the fastest-growing 

sport there is on the water. Anyone can do 

it, if they have the right boat. Cost of entry 

might be one of the biggest barriers to the 

sport, but Axis is looking to change that. 

The Axis A22, the original model put out 

by the builders of Malibu boats, can make 

a wave that nearly every style of rider, from 

beginner to advanced, will love to surf. It’s 

got a great package for a more  aff ordable 

price. And that is something that everyone 

can love.

The A22 is built to make solid wakes 

and waves from its hull design, and when 

you add in the optional Surf Gate, those 

waves instantly become great. The A22 

we tested was not equipped with a Power 

Wedge, so we surfed with just stock ballast 

and Surf Gate, opting to leave the wedge 

up. Like most of its brethren in the  Axis/

Malibu world, the A22 just works. As 

is, the wave has plenty of size and push, 

which creates a large pocket and makes 

wakesurfi ng easier and more fun for a 

 variety of riders. The shape has a nice 

moderate transition that also works for a 

range of riding styles and boards. If you 

want to customize that shape more, opt 

for the Power Wedge. Also consider  opting 

for  the plug-and-play ballast bags to add 

more displacement and make the waves 

ramp up even bigger.

The A22 has a great interior setup for 

those not in the water. The pickle-fork 

bow design maximizes space, and add-

ing optional fi ller cushions can turn the 

bow lounge into a tanning bed. The main 

cockpit features wraparound seating with 

a rear-facing backrest against the port 

console for the spotter. A windshield pro-

tects the crew from wind and spray. The 

Sliding Skybox Seat array allows the crew 

to slide out the transom seating to  create 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-5478; axiswake.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the A22, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

axisa22.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.61  5.30  1.40  3.29  3.79  130  150  0  67 

1500  6.26  7.20  2.40  2.61  3.00  103  119  3  69 

2000  7.56  8.70  4.00  1.89  2.18  75  86  6  69 

2500  17.64  20.30  5.20  3.39  3.90  134  155  4  74 

3000  23.90  27.50  6.60  3.62  4.17  143  165  2  79 

3500  27.72  31.90  8.50  3.26  3.75  129  149  2  79 

4000  31.80  36.60  11.70  2.72  3.13  108  124  2  84 

4500  36.06  41.50  17.30  2.08  2.40  83  95  2  87 

5000  39.19  45.10  20.20  1.94  2.23  77  88  2  92     

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Touchscreen displays (12- and 

7-inch) at the dash give the driver 

quick command of all functions.

X Zero Off GPS allows the driver 

precise speed control.

X Rear-facing WakeView seating 

provides passengers with front-

row seats to the action.

X Soft-grip fl ooring provides com-

fortable traction throughout the 

boat and on the swim platform.

Specs
· LOA: 21'10" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,300 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 14/1,974 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 48 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 450 6.2L

PROP: 15" x 16" 4-blade Acme Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.78:1

FUEL LOAD: 38 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

Wakesetter 22 VLX

trailer, passing under bridges and  storing 

the boat in a garage. Also note the side 

pull point on the tower, perfect for those 

learning to wakesurf. It allows the surfer 

to be pulled up and over to the correct side 

without getting caught up in the center 

wash. Because of that and the ability to 

customize the wake, this is an  amazing 

boat for beginners all the way up to 

pro-level riders.

With the ballast tanks completely 

drained, our test 22 VLX powered with a 

Monsoon 450 inboard exceeded 38 mph 

during our top-end run. It climbed onto 

plane in under 4 seconds and reached 

20  mph in 9.1 seconds. With full ballast, 

the 22 VLX still planed in an impressive 

5.3 seconds, a stat that will be appreciated 

by the wakeboarding set.

While the Malibu Wakesetter 22 VLX has 

the classic tow-sports hull shape with the 

tapered bow, the boat’s wake production 

is cutting-edge. With an internal ballast 

system that can be enhanced to add up 

to 3,800 pounds of ballast on command, 

the 22 VLX builds a righteous wake. It 

starts with Surf Gate, a pair 

of vertical surf tabs that help 

sculpt the wake to the rider’s 

preferred side of the boat. 

Malibu’s hydraulic Power 

Wedge  II, a hydrofoil, de-

ploys to create enough drag 

to simulate 1,500 pounds of 

additional ballast. The rider 

can use the Surf Band, which 

you wear around your wrist 

like a watch, to tweak the 

wave to his or her preference 

while surfi ng.

Our test crew described the 

resultant wake as  ridiculous 

thanks to the aforementioned compo-

nents that make up the Integrated Surf 

Platform technologies. During testing, 

our riders found the face of the wave to 

be clean with a ton of body. Not only was 

the height impressive, but the length was 

also next-level. It was really comfortable 

riding farther back than we ever thought 

possible while still getting excellent push. 

The 22 VLX’s wake had a nice steepness to 

it and a lip at the end that made for a fun 

overall ride.

Ready for some excellent amenities? 

The stainless-steel G3.5 tower comes with 

swiveling board racks, Wet Sounds speak-

ers and LED lighting, and it quickly raises 

and lowers. This is key for towing on a 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the 22 VLX, 

scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

malibu22vlx.
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R E F L E C T S  Y O U .

WHEN IT  COMES TO CRAFT ING OUR VESSELS ,  THE  SMALLEST  DETA ILS  MAKE  A  B IG  D IFFERENCE .  BECAUSE  IN  ORDER  TO BU ILD 

A  BOAT  THAT  PACKS  THE  POWER AND PERFORMANCE OF  OUR 435CC ,  WE  HAVE  TO GET  EVERY  L I TTLE  TH ING R IGHT .  AND THE 

LARGER  TH INGS ,  TOO .  L IKE  OUR  FULLY  EQUIPPED HEAD COMPLETE  WITH  A  STANDING SHOWER ,  TO  OUR PATENTED RAMCAP® 

UNS INKABLE  CONSTRUCT ION ENSUR ING THE  BEST  R IDE  IN  ANY CONDIT ION ,  OR  OUR GENEROUS L IFET IME  HULL  WARRANTY .  SURE , 

WE  COULD CUT  CORNERS ,  BUT  WOULD YOU?  THAT ’S  WHY WE ’RE  BU ILD ING BOATS  FOR  YOUR L IFESTYLE .

EVERGLADESBOATS.COM    EDGEWATER,  FL    1 .877 .90 .BOATS



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.17  4.80  1.20  3.48  4.00  138  158  0  62 

1500  5.74  6.60  2.00  2.87  3.30  114  131  2  65 

2000  7.21  8.30  3.30  2.19  2.52  87  100  5  70 

2500  10.51  12.10  5.20  2.02  2.33  80  92  5  75 

3000  18.60  21.40  4.80  3.87  4.46  153  177  3  77 

3500  23.38  26.90  6.20  3.77  4.34  149  172  2  83 

4000  27.98  32.20  8.10  3.45  3.98  137  157  1  84 

4500  32.76  37.70  11.20  2.93  3.37  116  133  1  88 

5000  35.71  41.10  14.80  2.41  2.78  96  110  1  89 

5400  38.93  44.80  17.20  2.26  2.60  90  103  1  88      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Standard extended swim platform 

stretches a full 3 feet, further 

distancing the prop while offering 

welcome space for both relaxation 

and gearing up for watersports. 

X Color choices include bold electric 

blue, red, yellow, orange and lime; 

more conservative shades include 

white, charcoal, gray and black. 

The hull accent color is carried 

over into accents on both uphol-

stery and the steering wheel. 

X Standard features include a Blue-

tooth AM/FM audio system; Bimini 

top with storage boot; docking 

lights; and removable table. 

Specs
· LOA: 21'10" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 2,940 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 13/1,850 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 44 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Volvo Penta V-6-240-CE/FWD

DRIVE/PROPS: Volvo Penta Forward 

Drive/K4  Propset

GEAR RATIO: 1.95:1

FUEL LOAD: 44 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 320 lb.

Price

$64,199 (as tested) 

STARCRAFT

Star Step 221

E I/O Surf

to accommodate nearly any state of re-

pose. It also makes a great staging area 

for your boarders to get ready for a surf or 

wakeboarding session. 

The Star Step’s unique name comes 

from the design’s vented hull chines, a 

feature that Starcraft notes will not only 

help shape surfi ng waves but also improve 

overall performance by introducing a lay-

er of air bubbles below the hull to reduce 

friction. Equipped with the 240 hp V-6 

version of Volvo Penta’s Forward Drive, 

our test boat planed in 4.3 seconds and 

peaked at 44.8 mph while  displaying the 

quick and nimble handling inherent to 

Forward Drive. The Forward Drive  system 

still  employs Volvo Penta’s Duoprop 

 system, giving it extra bite for improved 

slow-speed handling around docks.

Deck boats aren’t often thought of as 

choice wakesurfi ng platforms, but Star-

craft’s Star Step 221 E I/O Surf proves 

 itself a worthy candidate for even the most 

serious recreational rider. 

Volvo Penta’s Forward Drive 

provides the propulsion, 

keeping surfers out of harm’s 

way by relocating the prop to 

the front of the drive where 

it’s tucked well underneath 

the hull. Nearly 900 pounds 

of plumbed ballast and Wake 

Worx surf tabs boost and 

shape the wake to  surf-worthy 

stature, especially when you 

also take advantage of this 

deck boat’s 12-passenger ca-

pacity. Zero Off  speed control 

and an elevated watersports 

tower  complete a surf  package 

that also proves benefi cial to the wake-

boarders in your crowd. 

The E in the title stands for Enter-

tainer, a nod to the boat’s social layout 

and amenities. Seating essentially rings 

the perimeter, interrupted only by a con-

venient starboard transom walk-through 

and portside entertainment center. The 

latter includes a sink with faucet, along 

with a pair of lighted cup holders and 

stowage below. Additional stowage is 

found below nearly all seating, along with 

a 36-quart Igloo cooler in an open nook 

below the center seat. The 3-by-4-foot sun 

pad aft off ers an inviting place to stretch 

out fl at or recline, with backrest cushions 

that open either lengthwise or widthwise 
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To see our video 

of the Star Step 

221 E I/O Surf, 

scan this tag or 

visit boating

mag.com/

bbg18/starcraft

starstep221.

S TA R C R A F T  M A R I N E

New Paris, Indiana; 866-772-4538; starcraftmarine.com
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B U I L D I N G  B O AT S  

FO R  O V E R  4 0  Y E A R S

L E AV E  I T  A L L  B E H I N D

Take your getaways to the next level with PlayCraft’s 

X-Treme Series, where we throw limitations overboard. 

You get the power, speed and handling PlayCraft is known 

for, plus, there is no shortage of luxury on the X-Treme 

Series. This boat features stylish designs, overstuffed 

seats and ample lounging areas for anyone looking to 

kick back and enjoy the  beauty of the lake. So whether 

it’s a relaxing day, or a heart-racing day, the X-Treme will 

give you a day you will never forget.

PlayCraftBoats.com



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.61  5.30  1.00  4.61  5.30  261  301  0  75 

1500  6.43  7.40  1.60  4.02  4.63  228  262  1  82 

2000  7.30  8.40  2.40  3.04  3.50  172  198  2  83 

2500  8.34  9.60  3.80  2.20  2.53  124  143  3  86 

3000  11.30  13.00  5.50  2.05  2.36  116  134  6  87 

3500  17.12  19.70  7.00  2.45  2.81  139  160  7  95 

4000  21.46  24.70  8.70  2.47  2.84  140  161  6  95 

4500  26.24  30.20  11.10  2.36  2.72  134  154  6  96 

5000  27.89  32.10  13.10  2.13  2.45  121  139  5  96 

5600  31.28  36.00  17.80  1.76  2.02  100  115  5  96      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X CATS: The Centurion Articulating 

Tracking System is like a skeg 

that can move, allowing you to 

customize wakes and waves.

X Ramfi ll (optional): Filling up a 

giant subfl oor ballast system in 90 

seconds has its perks.

X QuickSurf Pro: This system turns 

a mass of water into a totally 

surfable wave with the push of 

a button.

Specs
· LOA: 21'7" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,350 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 14  

· FUEL CAPACITY: 63 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 409 hp PCM GM L96

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/141/2" x 141/2" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 45 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $148,870 (as tested without 

tax/prep/shipping)

CENTURION

Ri217

and steepness. While it doesn’t reach the 

size and power of the Ri237 or Ri257, the 

Ri217 still packs a punch that a wide vari-

ety of riders will enjoy. At under 22 feet, 

it’s not set up to make the mega-size waves 

its bigger sibling models are capable of, but 

nonetheless it delivers impressive wake-

boarding and wakesurfi ng experiences. 

Total ballast capacity is 4,950 pounds, 

with Plug N Play included.

For those who want the Centurion 

pedigree in a more manageable package, 

the Ri217 wave suits a wide range of riders 

and ability levels, especially with the gi-

ant Ramfi ll ballast and QuickSurf system. 

You still get Centurion’s killer side-by-side 

touchscreen-dash setup and Downfi re 

speaker system, all in a boat that holds 14. 

Bring on the fun in the sun.

The Ri217 may be the smallest boat in 

Centurion Boats’ Ri line, but thanks to its 

Ramfi ll and QuickSurf systems, our day 

testing and riding on the lake proved it 

packs a sizable wave and provides big wa-

tersports fun. It also possesses great style, 

and the new black-framed windshield and 

the black low-profi le Ramfi ll 

vent are two reasons why.

Next, take a look at its 

basic performance. With a 

409 hp Pleasurecraft Marine 

engine under the hatch, the 

Centurion Ri217 scooted to 

36 mph turning a 14½-by-

14¼-inch Nibral prop 

through a 1.72-to-1 reduction. 

It accelerated briskly, reach-

ing 20 mph in 6.9 seconds, 

and even when the ballast 

was full, it achieved plane 

in under 5 seconds. (Ballast 

empty, it planed in less than 

4 seconds!) So, in addition to packing the 

power and torque to carry a crew and 

throw a wave, it delivers enough speed to 

have fun cruising to a favored surf spot, 

or to get you back to the dock in a jiff y if 

weather should threaten.

Notably, the Ri217 diff ers from its 

sister ships, the Ri237 and the Ri257, in 

a more signifi cant way than just length 

overall. It utilizes the signature Centurion 

deep-V hull from years past. With this set-

up, you’ll utilize CATS more to dial in the 

wave and get it just how you want it. For 

our purposes surfi ng on the starboard-

side, CATS was set to 10. With QuickSurf 

engaged and ballast set up, the wave was 

clean and had a playful, moderate shape 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; centurionboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Ri217, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

centurionri217.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.26  4.90  1.30  3.28  3.77  141  163  1  84 

1500  6.17  7.10  1.90  3.25  3.74  140  161  2  84 

2000  7.30  8.40  3.00  2.43  2.80  105  121  5  85 

2500  9.38  10.80  5.00  1.88  2.16  81  93  8  87 

3000  14.51  16.70  6.50  2.23  2.57  96  111  10  91 

3500  21.12  24.30  7.80  2.71  3.12  117  135  10  92 

4000  25.29  29.10  10.70  2.36  2.72  102  117  5  94 

4500  29.20  33.60  13.70  2.13  2.45  92  106  5  97 

5000  31.46  36.20  17.70  1.78  2.05  77  88  5  99 

5600  34.15  39.30  21.60  1.58  1.82  68  79  4  103      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Available Ramfi ll system allows 

for fi lling the ballast in as little a 

90 seconds. That’s quick. 

XWide-bow design provides 

awesome seating capacity and 

great style, and is a feature of 

larger boats. 

X Opti-V hull maximizes surf-wave 

displacement and ride quality 

while still creating a symmetrical 

wakeboard wake with superior 

handling.

Specs
· LOA: 21'0" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,100 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 10 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 46 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 409 hp PCM GML96

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/141/2" x 141
4" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $125,094 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

CENTURION

Fi21

functionality and sporty, 

 aggressive wakeboat looks. 

The 21-foot size is great for 

those who don’t need a  bigger 

boat but want to surf a big, 

clean wave. We defi nitely 

recommend adding Quick-

SurfPro to your boat, which 

makes the waves awesome 

and allows you to transfer 

from one side of the wake to 

the other. The Fi21 is a lot of 

bang for less buck, and it just 

might fi t in your garage.

All-new for 2018, and with a total ballast 

capacity of 4,750 pounds, the Centurion 

Fi21 is part of the Fi line of wake perform-

ers off ered at a more budget-friendly price 

— what Centurion calls “entry premium” 

pricing — than the boatbuilder’s top-tier 

off erings. Simply put, the Fi21 represents 

a smaller watersports boat that should 

prove to be a big success, based upon our 

testing. And the huge bow cockpit of this 

new boat is only one reason. 

The Fi line is set up so you can pur-

chase exactly the options you want, and 

we’ll detail some of those. But fi rst, the 

true highlight is Centurion’s new Opti-V 

hull. The design’s intent is to take advan-

tage of a V-hull’s characteristic increased 

displacement to assist in creating big 

wakes and waves. Combined with inter-

nal ballast and Centurion’s QuickSurfPro 

system, the wave cleans up perfectly and is 

way bigger and more powerful than what 

we have experienced from most 21-foot 

boats. In fact, with Centurion’s Fi21, we 

discovered there’s a need to be careful not 

to overly weigh it down, lest the wave won’t 

shape up properly. The boat we tested was 

not equipped with the optional Ramfi ll 

system, which can reportedly fi ll ballast 

in a blisteringly fast 90 seconds. Notably, 

we fi lled the side ballast only to 70 while 

 leaving the bow ballast empty.

With the 409 hp engine and carrying a 

crew of two and a nearly full tank of fuel, 

Centurion’s Fi21 reached a top speed of 

over 39 mph. It achieved plane with empty 

ballast in 4 seconds, and when carrying 

the ballast stated above, it still showed 

good giddyap, planing in less than 9 sec-

onds. It will prove fun to run when head-

ing to the beach or cove when the waters-

ports session is done.

The Fi21 is a slick combo of wide-bow 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; centurionboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Fi21, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

centurionfi 21.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.10  3.95  4.55  142  164  0  67 

1500  5.91  6.80  1.70  3.48  4.00  125  144  2  69 

2000  7.30  8.40  2.50  2.92  3.36  105  121  4  73 

2500  9.56  11.00  3.90  2.45  2.82  88  102  7  77 

3000  15.64  18.00  4.90  3.19  3.67  115  132  5  79 

3500  20.77  23.90  5.70  3.64  4.19  131  151  4  86 

4000  25.03  28.80  7.80  3.21  3.69  116  133  3  86 

4500  28.07  32.30  9.50  2.95  3.40  106  122  2  89 

5000  31.80  36.60  14.10  2.26  2.60  81  93  2  90 

5500  35.54  40.90  15.70  2.26  2.61  81  94  2  91 

5700  37.71  43.40  18.90  2.00  2.30  72  83  2  93      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Finished cockpit liner and large 

deck drains simplify washdowns. 

X Open stowage below aft bench 

offers easy access to the 36-quart 

Igloo cooler.

X Underseat stowage is fi nished on 

the interior with vinyl, avoiding the 

potential for soggy carpet. Raised 

perimeter edges and drains 

channel away water.

Specs
· LOA: 21'0" · BEAM: 8.4" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 3,300 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY:  12/1,600 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 40 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 240 hp Volvo Penta 

V6-240-CE/FWD

DRIVE/PROP: Forward Drive/K3 propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.25:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 350 lb.

Price

$44,995 (nationally 

advertised price with trailer 

and base engine)

CHAPARRAL

21 H2O Surf

chairs are found at the helm and port con-

sole, with storage access below the former. 

Aft, a bench-style seat and sun pad com-

plete the accommodations. Raise either 

side of the 6-foot-2-inch-by-3-foot-2-inch 

sun pad to reveal a convenient transom 

walkover. The spacious swim platform 

features nonslip matting, as well as a 

 covered ladder to starboard.

Our test boat was equipped with the 

240 hp version of Volvo Penta’s Forward 

Drive, a package that was enough to push 

the hull onto plane in 3.9 seconds, top 

30 mph in just 2 seconds more, and peak at 

43.4 mph. The hull proved exceptional at 

speed, handling even the most aggressive 

hard-over turns with no loss of bite at the 

prop and always-predictable manners. 

Chaparral possesses a presence in the 

wakesurf market, thanks in part to Volvo 

Penta’s Forward Drive, a special stern-

drive with the prop in front rather than 

behind the gear case. But while that drive 

makes wakesurfi ng possible, tucking 

the propeller safely under 

the hull, it’s the craft’s Surf 

Gate that actually produces 

the wake. Licensed from 

 inboard-powered  watersports 

boat manufacturer Malibu, 

this pair of vertical tabs tuck 

into the port and starboard 

corners of the transom when 

not in use. When called upon 

to create a wave, the appro-

priate tab pivots outward 

to disrupt the convergence 

point of water fl owing down 

the hull sides. This places the 

appropriate corner of the hull 

lower in the water, building 

the wave to surfable stature without shift-

ing ballast. We found the sweet spot close 

to the swim platform and, once in position, 

enjoyed surfi ng the endless wave, stop-

ping only to allow fellow crew a turn. The 

standard Medallion touchscreen makes 

 controlling surf profi les easy.

Distinctly, the 21 H20 Surf boasts an up-

graded dash and tri-color vinyl. Its  layout is 

classic bowrider, with a forward compart-

ment featuring wraparound  U-shaped 

 seating and forward-facing backrests 

 creating comfortable chaise-style lounges. 

Stowage is found below the primary cush-

ions; a bow anchor locker includes clips for 

a Danforth-style anchor and drains over-

board. In the main cockpit, twin captain’s 
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Nashville, Georgia; 229-686-7481; chaparralboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the 21 H20 Surf, 

scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

chaparral21

h20surf.

 B O AT  B U Y E R S  G U I D E  2 0 1 8   |  8 0  |   B O AT I N G M A G . C O M

C WATERSPORTS BOAT BUYERS GUIDE

CERTIFIED

TEST 

RESULTS



NC 695 NC 895 NC 795

Starting at just 21 feet, our NC Range of outboards uniquely combines the performance you crave with 

the comfort you need in a cleverly designed all-seasoned compact cruiser.    jeanneau.com

LIVE DEEPLY

BUILT IN 
AMERICA
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.13  5.90  0.80  6.41  7.38  277  319  0  73 

1500  6.08  7.00  1.60  3.80  4.38  164  189  2  78 

2000  7.73  8.90  2.80  2.76  3.18  119  137  4  82 

2500  9.30  10.70  4.70  1.98  2.28  85  98  6  82 

3000  17.99  20.70  5.90  3.05  3.51  132  152  7  89 

3500  21.81  25.10  7.40  2.95  3.39  127  147  6  90 

4000  26.16  30.10  9.20  2.84  3.27  123  141  4  92 

4500  29.37  33.80  12.50  2.35  2.70  102  117  3  91 

5000  31.28  36.00  15.60  2.01  2.31  87  100  2  92 

5400  32.93  37.90  19.60  1.68  1.93  73  84  2  94      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X The 12-inch touchscreen com-

mand center gives the driver easy 

control over boat systems.

X Extended swim platform lets 

riders slip into and climb out of the 

water with ease.

X G3.5 tower stores your quiver and 

folds down for garaging.

XWet Sounds stereo system with six 

speakers carries tunes throughout 

the boat and out to the rider.

Specs
· LOA: 21'0" · BEAM: 8'2" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,000 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 13/1,833 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 48 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 410 6.2L

PROP: 15" x 13" OJ 4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.50:1

FUEL LOAD: 36 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

Price

$79,995 (with test power)

MALIBU

21 VLX

7-inch screen helps the driver work all the 

surf settings. Once everything is set, all 

the driver has to do is take the wheel and 

give the rider the best session possible.

While the 21 VLX shines at 11 mph surf 

speeds with full ballast, it also put up solid 

numbers with empty tanks and running at 

speed. With no ballast in the hull, we were 

able to push it onto plane in 4.3 seconds 

en route to an almost 38 mph top speed, 

very speedy for an inboard-powered tow 

boat. The open-bow cockpit and wrap-

around benches in the main cockpit can 

accommodate up to 13 people, so the whole 

crew can get in on the action, be it surfi ng, 

skating, or cruising around the local lake. 

The all-new G3.5 tower comes standard 

too. Throw in the trailer and the 21 VLX 

 becomes an absolute steal.

Wakesurfi ng is all the rage, but that doesn’t 

mean people are ready to hang up their skis, 

wakeboards and wakeskates just yet. Many 

crave the ability to do it all. The Malibu 

Wakesetter 21 VLX is  designed for just that 

crowd: watersports enthusiasts who want 

to do everything possible be-

hind a boat. You can order the 

boat with either the multi-

sport  Diamond hull, based 

on Malibu’s tournament ski-

boat hulls, or the Wake Plus 

hull, if you’re  focused more 

on surfi ng.

For surfi ng, this 21-foot 

crossover produces a wave 

with the quality to compete 

with the best boats out there. 

It comes standard with the 

 Integrated Surf Platform, in-

cluding the wake-optimized 

hull design, Quad Hard 

Tank Ballast system, Power 

Wedge  II hydrofoil and the revolution-

ary Surf Gate. The boat throws a long and 

powerful wave. We were really impressed 

with the length of the pocket and ability to 

drop back unbelievably far with the wave 

still having a ton of push, an uncommon 

trait for a smaller-size boat. But because 

of Surf Gate, combined with the Power 

Wedge II, all the boats in the 2017 Malibu 

lineup throw clean, consistent and mas-

sive waves. And with the Surf Band, which 

you wear on your wrist while surfi ng be-

hind the boat, you can control and tweak 

the wave to your liking while out on the 

water. The driver can easily command all 

settings from the 12-inch in-dash touch-

screen display at the helm. An additional 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the 21 VLX, 

scan this tag or 

visit boating

mag.com/

bbg18/

malibu21vlx.
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TM/® are trademarks/registered trademarks of Ranger Boats, LLC, its affiliates or suppliers. © Copyright MMXVII White River Marine Group R-7111

™

being there is a memory you don’t want to miss.  It’s why

we’re so driven to push the limits of innovation while delivering

extraordinary confidence, value, and peace of mind. Bow to 

stern, it’s more than a legendary reputation.

From the excitement of family outings to the intensity of 

serious fishing, we’re committed to crafting America’s

highest quality, strongest performing™ boats. Experience a 

level of leadership so advanced it’s easy to see why Ranger ®

is America’s Fastest-Growing Aluminum Brand*.

Y

For The Name Of Your 

Nearest Ranger ®

Dealer, Call: 1-800-373-BOAT  (2628)

* Statistical Surveys Inc., among 16’-20’ fishing boats through 2017 model year.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.95  5.70  1.10  4.50  5.18  174  201  0  82 

1500  6.26  7.20  1.80  3.48  4.00  135  155  1  84 

2000  7.13  8.20  3.00  2.38  2.73  92  106  2  85 

2500  9.30  10.70  4.20  2.21  2.55  86  99  4  86 

3000  14.60  16.80  5.60  2.61  3.00  101  116  5  88 

3500  21.03  24.20  6.70  3.14  3.61  121  140  4  93 

4000  25.11  28.90  8.60  2.92  3.36  113  130  3  96 

4500  28.42  32.70  10.90  2.61  3.00  101  116  2  98 

5000  31.63  36.40  13.70  2.31  2.66  89  103  2  102 

5600  34.50  39.70  17.80  1.84  2.12  71  82  2  110      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Built-in ballast system can quickly 

add 750 pounds of water weight to 

your surf experience thanks to the 

optional QuickFill system.

X Supreme’s SeeTouch Dash proved 

a simple, easy-to-use touchscreen 

that makes navigating the boat’s 

systems a breeze.

X Spradling matte vinyl used in the 

S21 is comfortable (the new camel 

color looks sharp!) and up to the 

rigorous demands placed by sandy 

feet, boards, spilled beverages 

and more.

Specs
· LOA: 20’11" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 4,200 lb. · SEATING CAPAC-

ITY: 12. · FUEL CAPACITY: 43 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 409 hp GM Marine EX3 by 

Crusader 

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/141/2" x 141/2" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 28 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $80,619 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

SUPREME

S21

speed proved no problem for this boat, and 

the 409 horses under its hatch creased the 

surface of the lake at 39.7 mph. From a 

standstill, it hit 20 mph in just 5.2 seconds, 

and it posted better than 3 mpg economy 

at 24 mph.

Supreme debuted the QuickFill bal-

last system, a 750-pound-capacity 

ballast tooled into the hull, aboard the 

S21. It fi lls up super-quick. An optional 

plug-and-play ballast provides even more 

wave-making.

 If you don’t need the size of a bigger 

boat but want something that can eas-

ily provide serious wakesurf fun for you 

and your friends (while not breaking the 

bank), the Supreme S21 could be speaking 

your language.

Designed as a smaller boat that can  deliver 

a big wave at a more budget-friendly price, 

the Supreme S21 performed admirably 

during our day on the lake testing and 

riding behind it. In fact, we enlisted the 

 assistance of the pros at sister publica-

tion Wakeboarding magazine to assess the 

wake, wave and rideability 

this boat delivers. 

Our pro riders noted that 

the S21’s wave wouldn’t blow 

boaters away with how big it 

is, but they came off  the water 

impressed with how capable 

it is for a variety of riding 

styles. At just under 21 feet 

length overall, the Supreme 

S21 might not be thought of 

as a boat that can make a solid 

wave, especially when com-

pared to larger 24- or 25-foot 

boats, but we proved it defi es 

the odds. The biggest thing we 

noticed when testing the S21 was that the 

pocket in the wave manifested itself far-

ther back from the transom than the wave 

of many other boats of similar size. That 

characteristic makes it great for begin-

ners, who often struggle controlling their 

speed and can become psyched out for 

fear of running into the back of the boat. 

On the other hand, the pocket of the S21’s 

wave proved big enough to allow advanced 

riders to build up speed for doing tricks or 

airs. Beginners to more-advanced riders 

will love the mellow, consistent shape and 

the sizable pocket of the wave this boat 

produces. Ya gotta love win-win scenarios.

We were also impressed with the run-

ning capability of the S21. Rushing to top 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; supremetowboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the S21, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

supremes21.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi. sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.00  4.34  5.00  168  194  1  83 

1500  6.78  7.80  1.70  3.99  4.59  154  178  2  84 

2000  7.04  8.10  2.50  2.82  3.24  109  125  3  82 

2500  8.60  9.90  4.20  2.05  2.36  79  91  5  83 

3000  13.21  15.20  5.90  2.24  2.58  87  100  7  85 

3500  20.42  23.50  7.10  2.88  3.31  111  128  5  86 

4000  24.77  28.50  8.50  2.91  3.35  113  130  5  87 

4500  28.15  32.40  8.50  3.31  3.81  128  148  5  90 

5000  31.37  36.10  11.00  2.85  3.28  110  127  3  92 

5300  33.93  39.05  17.80  2.00  2.30  77  89  3  96     

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Size: Measuring in at just under 

21 feet, the S211 is nimble yet 

has high gunwales for a deep, 

roomy feel.

X QuickFill: Using gravity, this op-

tional ballast system weighs down 

the boat in a matter of minutes.

X Deep-V hull: This hull shape is to 

thank for the consistent wakes and 

waves. It also provides a smooth 

ride when jetting across the lake in 

search of smooth water.

Specs
· LOA: 20'11" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,200 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 12  

· FUEL CAPACITY: 43 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 409 hp GM Marine L96

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/141/2" x 141/4" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 43 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $93,489 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

SUPREME

S211

pect from a wide-bow model. 

The 2018 Supreme S211 is 

suitable for boaters seeking to 

purchase a boat that not only 

 possesses more-compact di-

mensions and doesn’t stretch 

the  budget too far but also 

accommodates a generous-

size crew and can put up the 

wakes and waves  demanded. 

 Aff ordability and  easily   at-

tainable waves make the 

 Supreme S211 a must-see boat 

for families who want a no-

fuss wake surfi ng machine.

The Supreme S211 may be considered a 

relatively small watersports boat — what 

with many new 24- and 25-foot off er-

ings now available — but this new boat 

delivered great performance during our 

day of testing and riding. We can say this 

 21-footer throws a consistent wave that’ll 

keep riders coming back for more.

First, let’s look at basic performance 

parameters. With 409 hp, the Supreme 

S211 posted a stellar 3.3 mpg fuel effi  ciency 

with the engine turning 4,500 rpm and 

the boat moving at 32 mph. Time to plane 

with full ballast clocked out at just un-

der 7 seconds, while with no ballast, the 

S211 rocketed its crew onto plane in less 

than 4 seconds and to 20 mph in just over 

8 seconds. Top speed: 39 mph.

The S211’s maximum ballast numbers 

are only 100 pounds less than those of 

its larger sibling, the S238 — the biggest 

boat in the line — which is a big-time in-

dicator that you can produce great waves 

with this new tow-sports boat. (Total bal-

last capacity is 2,600 pounds.) One of the 

best things we’ve learned about Supreme 

during our extensive testing and riding be-

hind its models is the ballast system it in-

stalls fi lls and empties through the hull in 

two minutes. That means you never have 

to mess with it. Plus, QuickSurf enables 

evenly weighted surfi ng on whichever side 

of the wake your riders choose. It’s all as 

simple as pushing a couple of buttons, an 

 attractive benefi t to novice captains of 

 watersports boats that will also prove con-

venient to more-experienced operators 

who want to dial in and personalize the 

wake or wave to deliver an optimized and 

personalized watersports experience.

This boat’s traditional hull proved 

surprisingly roomy, delivering the kind of 

space in the forward lounge one might ex-
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; supremetowboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the S211, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

supremes211.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  6.43  7.40  1.10  5.85  6.73  210  242  0  85 

1500  7.91  9.10  2.10  3.77  4.33  136  156  0  86 

2000  12.34  14.20  3.50  3.53  4.06  127  146  5  91 

2500  20.86  24.00  4.60  4.53  5.22  163  188  5  100 

3000  25.81  29.70  6.10  4.23  4.87  152  175  3  99 

3500  30.24  34.80  8.30  3.64  4.19  131  151  2  106 

4000  33.11  38.10  10.20  3.25  3.74  117  134  2  109 

4500  36.93  42.50  14.10  2.62  3.01  94  109  1  106 

5000  39.28  45.20  20.50  1.92  2.20  69  79  1  106      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Comes in both traditional closed-

bow or open-bow confi gurations.

X Three-fi n T-Cut Diamond hull 

design ensures laser-straight 

tracking and the fl at wake beloved 

by pro-level skiers.

X Ten water-skiing world records 

have been set behind the TXi hull.

X Billet-aluminum folding ski racks 

in the cockpit keep your skis safe 

and secure while underway.

Specs
· LOA: 20'6" · BEAM: 7'11" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,100 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 7/1,269 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 40 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: PCM Monsoon 350 6.2L

PROP: 13" x 12" 4-blade

GEAR RATIO: 1.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

Response TXi

features a windshield walk-through to 

the bow and storage underneath. (The 

 open-bow version holds seven passengers; 

the closed bow holds fi ve.) In the main 

cockpit, passengers will like the billet-

aluminum grab handles and the twin 

seats adorning the centerline step up to 

the transom. Folding billet-aluminum 

ski racks in the gunwales keep the skis 

secure while cruising around the lake. 

SeaDek fl ooring adds style points while 

creating padded traction underfoot. Like 

all Malibu boats, the TXi hull is cut and 

molded to precise tolerances thanks to its 

CAD design and production via a fi ve-axis 

router. Whether you plan to use this boat 

in competition or just as the family tow 

boat for weekends at the lake, the Malibu 

Response TXi will make you a winner.

When it comes to the Malibu Response 

TXi, the most notable thing about it is the 

wake — or lack thereof. Its smooth, small, 

passable wakes with miniscule trough and 

almost nonexistent chine spray combine 

to make one of the best slalom wakes we’ve 

tried. Our test crew skied the 

2018 TXi at 34.2 mph at 28 

off . They couldn’t fi nd a single 

thing to nitpick, giving it 10s 

across the board. The pull is 

consistent, and the wake is 

symmetrical, consistent, and 

has virtually no bump.

At the helm, the driver 

works off  of both 12-inch and 

7-inch touchscreen displays 

to set the boat up to his lik-

ing, as well as monitor speed 

and fuel. With Zero Off  GPS 

cruise, the driver can set the 

speed and the course and go, 

so he or she can focus solely 

on giving the skier the best possible tow. 

The standard adjustable rudder tab allows 

the driver to set the rudder torque to his or 

her liking. Malibu’s T-Cut Diamond hull 

design considerably reduces the boat’s 

footprint in the water, and the three-fi n 

design helps it track straight. Underway, 

the TXi doesn’t throw spray that can 

 obscure the skier’s view of the next slalom 

gate. Everything about this boat puts the 

skier in the best position to succeed.

The TXi also has the interior to keep the 

crew in comfort on a joyride. The open-bow 

version features plush bow seating with 

forward-facing backrests against the con-

soles, boasting stereo speakers, cup holders 

and grab handles. The  closed-bow  version 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Response 

TXi, scan this 

tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

malibutxi.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.91  4.50  1.00  3.91  4.50  151  174  0  73 

1500  5.91  6.80  1.60  3.69  4.25  143  164  2  74 

2000  7.21  8.30  3.00  2.40  2.77  93  107  4  80 

2500  9.38  10.80  3.80  2.47  2.84  96  110  5  83 

3000  15.90  18.30  4.80  3.31  3.81  128  148  4  86 

3500  20.86  24.00  8.10  2.57  2.96  100  115  3  87 

4000  24.42  28.10  7.60  3.21  3.70  124  143  1  89 

4500  27.63  31.80  9.30  2.97  3.42  115  132  1  90 

5000  30.50  35.10  12.60  2.42  2.79  94  108  1  93 

5800  32.33  37.20  17.80  2.45  2.82  95  109  0  94      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Push-of-a-button QuickFill ballast 

system takes the hassle out of 

fi lling up with the weight needed to 

produce great waves.

X Supreme’s QuickSurf system 

makes it easy to get clean and 

consistent waves for riders of all 

sizes and ability levels.

X This 20-footer proved extremely 

comfortable; we did not feel 

cramped. There’s ample stowage 

for all the gear your crew is likely 

to bring aboard.

Specs
· LOA: 20'2" · BEAM: 7'11" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 3.450 lb. · SEATING CAPAC-

ITY: 9 · FUEL CAPACITY: 43 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 350 hp GM Marine EX3 by 

Crusader 

DRIVE/ PROP: V-drive/ 141/2" x 141/4" 

4-blade Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 365 lb.

Price

 $78,586 (as tested without 

tax/dealer prep/shipping)

SUPREME

S202

the vacuum-infusion process (VIP), mak-

ing its laminate strong, consistent and 

more environmentally friendly to produce 

than traditional fi berglass moldings.

When we jammed the throttle down, 

the S202 took off  like a shot, achieving 

plane in 3.2 seconds with empty ballast. 

At top speed, we bested 37 mph. The most 

economical speed to run this boat with 

our test engine is at 3,000 rpm, where 

we netted fuel economy of over 3 mph 

— great for any boat type. Seeking even 

more power? Choose from available larger 

engines.

The S202 is a great choice for families 

looking for a smaller boat with a manage-

able wave. This boat is also for crews who 

love multiple sports and don’t want to sac-

rifi ce recreational skiing for board sports.

Supreme’s smallest model, the S202, is 

 versatile and budget-friendly. That value 

and multisport versatility make it a great 

choice for family boaters seeking a water-

sports boat. Perhaps best of all, our testing 

confi rmed this boat delivers action out on 

the water, in no small part thanks to its 

total ballast capacity of 3,000 

pounds (optional and stan-

dard combined).

What makes all 2018 

 Supreme models great for 

wakesurfi ng is QuickSurf, 

which we  put to the test while 

putting the S202 through 

its paces. Surfi ng this boat’s 

wave, we found selecting our 

side of the wake was easy uti-

lizing the QuickSurf system 

and adjusting the Stinger 

Wake Plate to control the 

wave’s face. Even a novice 

 watersports-boat captain, can

delivering a great  experience, regardless 

of the level at which their crew surfs. The 

wave produced by the S202 boasted a great 

shape to it and proved clean all the way 

through. The wave’s most notable feature, 

though, was its long length. You’ll be able to 

surf this wave 10 feet back, which is crazy 

unusual for a boat this size. That ability to 

surf back from the boat often makes nov-

ices feel more comfortable as compared to 

riding right up behind the platform.

Inside, the S202 accepts as many as 

nine crew members and plenty of stowage. 

We noted brightly colored satin-matte 

Spradling vinyl sewn with durable Gore 

Tenara thread by Gore-Tex. Also notable 

is that Supreme constructs the S202 using 
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Merced, California; 209-384-0255; supremetowboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the S202, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

supremes202.
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PA S S I O N .  P R E C I S I O N .  P E R F O R M A N C E .

YOU DIDN’T WORK THIS HARD FOR AN 

AVERAGE PONTOON BOAT.

At Manitou, we recognize that hard work should mean great rewards — so with over 30 years of craftsmanship under 

our belt, we offer unmatched acceleration and handling, plus patented V-Toon® and twin tube hulls that are constructed 

to be the strongest in the industry. Not to mention our impeccable custom styling that ensures heads will turn when 

you pass others by.

All of which is why we believe that when you choose a Manitou pontoon boat, you’ve landed the highest-performing, 

best-quality boat in the industry. Period. For more information, visit www.manitoupontoonboats.com.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.13  5.90  1.00  5.13  5.90  194  223  0  77 

1500  6.78  7.80  1.60  4.24  4.88  160  184  1  81 

2000  7.65  8.80  2.80  2.73  3.14  103  119  5  82 

2500  9.65  11.10  4.80  2.01  2.31  76  87  7  101 

3000  17.90  20.60  5.50  3.25  3.75  123  142  7  98 

3500  23.03  26.50  6.40  3.60  4.14  136  157  3  93 

4000  26.24  30.20  8.20  3.20  3.68  121  139  3  96 

4500  29.37  33.80  10.60  2.77  3.19  105  121  2  104 

4800  29.55  34.00  11.90  2.48  2.86  94  108  2  103     

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Now available with Power Wedge 

II, Surf Gate and Surf Band to 

enhance your surf experience.

X Despite being just 20 feet long, the 

A20 seats 11 people in comfort, 

so invite your friends and family to 

join the fun. 

X AW 15 sport tower is easily folded 

down for trailering and storage; 

one person can raise and lower it 

with no problems.

Specs
· LOA: 20'0" · BEAM: 8'2" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,500 lb. 

· SEATING CAPACITY: 11 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 42 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Crusader PCM 409 

6.0L inboard

DRIVE/PROP: V-drive/ 15" x 141/4" 4-blade 

Acme Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.72:1

FUEL LOAD: 36 gal. 

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

AXIS

A20

At the helm, every gauge and switch on 

the dash is designed to make driving as in-

tuitive as possible for the driver, who can 

set up speeds and wake preferences at the 

push of a button.

While most people will be concerned 

with how this boat performs between 10 

to 12 mph, we like to see how it performs 

on plane. During our sea trial, the A20 

put up solid performance numbers for the 

category. Powered by an Indmar Monsoon 

409 inboard, the A20 climbed onto plane 

in 3 seconds with no ballast; fully loaded, it 

took a little over 12 seconds. At 4,800 rpm, 

we recorded a top speed of 34.8 mph, fast 

enough to get to the sweet spot on the lake 

for a session — and also be fi rst back to the 

ramp, because the A20 is such an easy boat 

to load and tow home on a trailer.

There are plenty of riders out there who 

want the biggest wake they can fi nd, from 

a boat small enough to fi t in their garage. 

The Axis A20 fi ts the bill. This boat is per-

fect for wakeboarders and wakesurfers 

who like the convenience and trailerabil-

ity of a smaller boat but don’t want to give 

up that big wake. Thanks to a 

solid stock ballast system and 

Surf Gate, the A20 puts out a 

surprisingly big wave for its 

size, even with just a driver 

and spotter on board as the 

only additional weight.

With two aboard and a set 

speed of 11 mph, we set out 

to test the A20’s surfability. 

Our test boat was equipped 

with a standard wedge rather 

than the Power Wedge II, so 

we opted to leave it up to keep 

the wave cleaner. The shape is 

more mellow and moderate, 

but it can suit a variety of riding styles. If 

you like tweaking your wave’s shape, you 

should opt for the Power Wedge II. When 

deployed, it acts like the equivalent of an 

additional 1,500 pounds of ballast.

The boat’s pickle-fork design allows 

for a more spacious layout in the bow, with 

forward-facing backrests against both 

consoles that create excellent lounges. 

The main cockpit is protected by a full 

windshield. New for 2018 is the standard 

 Sliding Skybox Seat, which is a track sys-

tem that allows you to adjust the seating in 

the cockpit to create a rear-facing bench. 

Think of it as stadium viewing so that the 

crew can watch the riders in action behind 

the boat. 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-5478; axiswake.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the A20, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

axisa20. 
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.61  5.30  1.00  4.61  5.30  158  181  0  74 

1500  5.82  6.70  1.90  3.06  3.53  105  121  2  75 

2000  7.04  8.10  3.60  1.96  2.25  67  77  4  79 

2500  9.65  11.10  5.80  1.66  1.91  57  65  7  82 

3000  21.81  25.10  6.60  3.30  3.80  113  130  4  87 

3500  24.42  28.10  7.60  3.21  3.70  110  126  3  89 

4000  28.94  33.30  10.70  2.70  3.11  92  106  2  89 

4500  31.54  36.30  15.40  2.05  2.36  70  81  2  91 

5000  34.67  39.90  20.10  1.72  1.99  59  68  2  92 

5200  35.71  41.10  22.00  1.62  1.87  56  64  2  98      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Command Center at the helm 

features intuitive touchscreen 

technology.

X Integrated Surf Platform package 

includes the Power Wedge, Surf 

Gate and Surf Band for a complete 

ride experience.

X Ski pylon mounts amidships to 

keep the pivot point in the center of 

the boat for water skiing.

Specs
· LOA: 20'0" · BEAM: 8'2" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 3,500 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 11/1,551 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 38 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Indmar Monsoon 410 6.2L

PROP: 15" x 141/4" 4-blade Acme Nibral

GEAR RATIO: 1.76:1

FUEL LOAD: 32 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 Unavailable (at press time)

MALIBU

Wakesetter 20 VTX

speeds lets the driver set the 

boat for a slalom run.

With no ballast, we got 

the 20 VTX to hop onto 

plane in 3.5 seconds. When 

we hammered the throttle, 

we achieved a top speed of 

41.1 mph, a faster speed than 

you’ll typically fi nd on boats 

designed for tow sports. Of 

course, it performs best at 

surfi ng and towing speeds. 

Since the boat is truly multi-

sport, which one you want to 

do depends on you.

The Malibu Wakesetter 20 VTX is the 

quintessential crossover boat, capable 

of handling any sport you want to try on 

the water. Thanks to its Diamond hull, it’s 

versatile enough to handle water skiing, 

wakeboarding and surfi ng. The Diamond 

hull is a smaller-footprint design similar 

to the one Malibu uses for its pure tour-

nament-level inboard ski boats but with a 

V-drive that makes it capable of producing 

a great wake as well. It’s a boat that’s de-

signed to do it all, without compromising 

quality in any discipline.

We put our test team on the case, 

armed with surfb oards. After surfi ng be-

hind it, we had to remind ourselves that 

this 20-footer was a multisport crossover 

boat. The wave was so nice, it was easy to 

believe this boat was made solely for surf-

ing. For such a small boat, the 20 VTX 

throws a powerful wave. There was a ton 

of push, even as we went really far back. 

Many 20-foot boats don’t produce a wake-

surfi ng wave with long pockets, but the 20 

VTX is diff erent. And we were impressed 

by the steepness of this wave, which was 

actually on par with the waves produced 

from Malibu’s bigger models. Thanks to 

the Integrated Surf Platform technolo-

gies, the waves on this boat can easily be 

adjusted to accommodate riders of all ages 

and skill levels. And with Malibu’s Surf 

Band, you can control the wave right from 

your board, making it more steep or mel-

low, faster or slower, and even transferring 

sides, all at the touch of a button.

Ready to wakeboard? Set the ballast 

and the boat still rocks in the 18-to-20 mph 

range. Drain the ballast tanks and deploy 

the ski pylon, which mounts amidships to 

keep the pivot point in the center of the boat, 

and you’re ready to carve. The same GPS 

technology that holds surf and  wakeboard 
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Loudon, Tennessee; 865-458-4578; malibuboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the 20 VTX, 

scan this tag or 

visit boating

mag.com/

bbg18/

malibu20vtx.

CWATERSPORTSBOAT BUYERS GUIDE

CERTIFIED

TEST 

RESULTS

 B O AT  B U Y E R S  G U I D E  2 0 1 8   |  9 1  |   B O AT I N G M A G . C O M

P
H

O
T

O
: 



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.65  4.20  0.70  5.21  6.00  164  189  0  65 

1500  5.39  6.20  1.40  3.85  4.43  121  140  2  67 

2000  6.69  7.70  2.40  2.79  3.21  88  101  5  75 

2500  7.82  9.00  3.40  2.30  2.65  72  83  7  77 

3000  13.73  15.80  5.50  2.50  2.87  79  90  6  85 

3500  19.55  22.50  6.00  3.26  3.75  103  118  2  85 

4000  23.38  26.90  8.00  2.92  3.36  92  106  2  82 

4500  27.81  32.00  10.40  2.67  3.08  84  97  2  85 

5000  30.41  35.00  13.20  2.30  2.65  73  84  2  86 

5500  34.15  39.30  16.10  2.12  2.44  67  77  2  89      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X RegalVue display offers 

touchscreen control of all major 

functions, including surf tabs and 

GPS-based Zero Off speed control. 

X Quick Launch feature, accessed 

through the touchscreen, drops 

tabs to allow the boat to quickly 

come on plane and automatically 

trims once the hull is on plane. 

X Optional sport tower anchors 

the towrope high off the water, 

providing a solid pull and allowing 

wakeboarders to achieve 

maximum airtime.

Specs
· LOA: 19'10" · BEAM: 8'3" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,100 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 9/1,170 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 35 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Volvo Penta V6-200-C/FWD

DRIVE/PROP: Forward Drive/K2 propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.32:1

FUEL LOAD: 26 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 355 lb.

Price

$35,505 (with test power)

REGAL

19 Surf

by a 5-by-6-foot L-shaped bench, with 

a fl ip-over seat back accommodating a 

 forward-facing passenger or rear-facing 

observer behind the port console.  Stowage 

is mixed between an enclosed compart-

ment to port and the open nook for a 

25-quart cooler below the center seat. 

A 5-foot-by-2-foot-2-inch sun pad com-

pletes the picture for lounging or serves 

as a great spot to gear up for watersports 

 facing the extended swim platform. 

Forward Drive moves the pivot point 

farther forward, resulting in a highly  agile 

21-foot craft. It also provides the speed 

and economy of a regular sterndrive. With 

the 200 hp version of Volvo Penta’s  Forward 

Drive, time to plane was brief, with the bow 

dropping in a scant 2.6 seconds en route to 

the boat’s 39.3 mph top speed. 

With its surf-friendly Volvo Penta  Forward 

Drive, which tucks the Duoprop propeller 

set under the boat where a fallen rider can-

not hit it, and a nationally advertised price 

of just over $35,000, Regal’s new 19 Surf 

goes a long way toward bringing wakesurf-

ing to the masses. But just how well can a 

 19-foot boat produce surf? 

As our day on the lake run-

ning and riding behind this 

new model proved, it can pro-

duce  surprisingly nice surf 

waves, especially consider-

ing the boat also forgoes the 

expense and complication of 

an installed ballast system. 

The task of generating a surf-

able wave falls primarily to a 

pair of wave-shaping tabs at-

tached to the transom, as well 

as to the trim of the  Volvo 

Penta Forward Drive. With 

the appropriate tab deployed 

and a little fi ne-tuning of the trim, Emily 

Dale, of our sister publication Wakeboard-

ing magazine, easily found the wave’s sweet 

spot and enjoyed a solid recreational ride 

suited to all ages and skill levels. Impres-

sive.

When not playing the role of wave 

 machine, the 19 is very much a classic bow-

rider. The forward cockpit features 3 feet 

6 inches of seat space to both port and 

starboard, allowing a pair of passengers 

to comfortably recline on forward-facing 

seat backs. Primary storage is located 

 behind those hinged seat backs, in the gen-

erous area below the port and starboard 

consoles. In the main  cockpit, the wrap-

around-style helm seat is  complemented 
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Orlando, Florida; 407-851-4360; regalboats.com

To see our video 

review of the 

19 Surf, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

regal19surf.
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excitement

The pure rush of adrenaline when you feel a Bass Cat fly for the first time. Experience the 
sheer energy transfer that’s harnessed through the one-piece stringer assembly, full-width 
fiberglass transom, and Pierce-Signature hull design.

pride

Pride in ownership, knowing that your boat is a proprietary composition of the highest quality 
raw materials, components, and craftsmanship found anywhere in the boat building industry.

satisfaction

We expect nothing less than complete satisfaction from our owners. They enjoy pure performance 
whether fishing or running in any condition. As a five-time customer satisfaction award winner, 
we’ve built our legacy on putting the customer first.

There’s only one way to truly feel the rush, and that’s to get behind the wheel. To fully understand 
our total commitment with no compromise, visit BassCat.com today. 

Welcome to the family.

Bass Cat Boats | P.O. Drawer 1688 Mountain Home, AR 72654 | Brochures@basscat.com

Find your nearest dealer at BassCat.com
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Whoever originally coined the phrase “put the pedal to the metal” was obviously not thinking of a pontoon 

boat. But if you substitute “throttle” for “pedal,” then for the modern pontoon, it works. Thanks to advance-

ments in construction and design, we’ve now got pontoon boats with performance attributes capable of 

handling big power plants, including both outboards and sterndrives. That said, the original ’toon mission 

holds true: carry a lot of people on the water in comfort and provide the space and amenities to entertain 

them. The pontoons we’ve tested here do all of this, which is why as you flip through these pages, we’re 

confident you’ll find one that’s perfect for you.
W

PONTOON
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96 PLAYCRAFT Powertoon 

 X-Treme 3000

97 PRINCECRAFT

 Vogue 29 XT

98 MANITOU 27 X-Plode XT

102 BENNINGTON 25 GSBA

104 CYPRESS CAY

 Cayman LE 250

106 STARCRAFT SX 25 C DC

108 SYLVAN M5 LZ DC

110 HARRIS Grand Mariner 

 SEL 230

112 BENNINGTON 23 RSBWA

114 TAHOE 2585 Cascade Elite

116 SUN CHASER Geneva 22 LR

118 LOWE Retreat 230 RFL

120 AVALON 2385 Catalina RL

122 HAMPTON 2285 SE

124 BENNINGTON 

 21 SLX Premium

126 LOWE SW212 W

THE HARRIS 
GRAND MARINER 
SEL 230 provides a 
full swim platform off 
the transom, thanks to 
its sterndrive power.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.1  5.9  2.6  2.0  2.3  176.0  202.5  0  64 

1500  7.3  8.4  4.2  1.7  2.0  156.4  180.0  1  68 

2000  11.1  12.8  5.6  2.0  2.3  178.8  205.7  3  74 

2500  17.4  20.0  8.0  2.2  2.5  195.5  225.0  1  77 

3000  23.4  26.9  16.4  1.4  1.6  128.3  147.6  1  77 

3500  29.3  33.7  22.0  1.3  1.5  119.8  137.9  1  80 

4000  35.0  40.3  24.8  1.4  1.6  127.1  146.3  1  85 

4500  39.1  45.0  30.8  1.3  1.5  114.3  131.5  1  81 

5000  44.3  51.0  47.4  0.9  1.1  84.1  96.8  1  87 

5500  49.1  56.5  47.8  1.0  1.2  92.4  106.4  1  88 

6000  53.6  61.7  61.2  0.9  1.0  78.8  90.7  1  92 

6500  60.8  70.0  74.8  0.8  0.9  73.2  84.2  1  93      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X PlayCraft’s Rac-R-Fins add 

performance and inspired the 

performance pontoon category 

in 1995.

X PlayCraft’s patented boarding 

steps are integrated into the tubes. 

X Powertoon accessories like 

upholstery, graphics and Livorsi 

controls are designed to inspire 

race-ready boaters.

Specs
· LOA: 31'6" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,500 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 15/3,000 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 100 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin Mercury Verado 400R

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Bravo 1 FS 

22" pitch 4-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 50 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 $179,900 (as tested)

PLAYCRAFT

Powertoon

X-Treme 3000

clean notes from the custom Waves and 

Wheels stereo system. 

The Powertoon X-Treme has to look 

race-ready to carry this fun off . And it does 

so with custom colors you choose yourself. 

Then PlayCraft fi nishes the rails, wake-

board tower and tubes your way. Next, 

PlayCraft complements them with sewn-

in vinyl colors and great-looking stripes 

and swooshes. Clearly, PlayCraft has re-

tained the best upholsterers, evidenced 

by the consistent seams and stitches we 

have seen from seat to seat, boat to boat, 

year after year of following this exciting 

 pontoon brand.

We’d tip our hats to them, but it’s hard 

to keep them on at 70-plus mph anyway.

It stands to reason that a pontoon builder 

on Lake of the Ozarks competing with 

Scarabs, Bajas, Formulas and Cigarettes 

would build a pontoon boat that is just 

as fl ashy, just as fast, and 

far more comfortable than 

 go-fast boats.

That’s what the Powertoon 

X-Treme 3000 is, though: 

a go-fast boat. And Jim 

 Dorris, founder of the brand, 

proves it every year when he 

takes his latest Powertoon 

 X-Treme to the famous Lake 

 Rescue Shootout at Lake of 

the Ozarks. 

Dorris opened the category 

we now call “performance 

pontoons” by being the fi rst 

to bring high horsepower 

and racing swooshes to the 

 formerly stately and puttering image of 

pontoons. 

First, on this one he clocked over 

76  mph in the event and did it with a 

 Mercury Racing 400 hp outboard on en-

gine mounts on a pair of tubes fl anking that 

oh-so-essential-to-speed center tube. They 

are fi tted with Rac-R-Fins, PlayCraft’s ver-

sion of lifting strakes welded to the tubes to 

widen their footprint and help them skim 

across the water like a planing hull. 

Unlike a performance boat, however, 

the ride is buttery-smooth, allowing pas-

sengers to be loungers, stretched across 

deeply cushioned, supply upholstered 

couches and lounges, sipping drinks from 

Yeti coolers and listening to the clear, 
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Richland, Missouri; 573-765-3265; playcraftboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Powertoon 

X-Treme, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/

bbg18/playcraft

xtreme3000.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.74  4.30  1.10  3.40  3.91  150  172  1  68 

1500  6.00  6.90  1.50  4.00  4.60  176  203  1  72 

2000  7.65  8.80  2.80  2.73  3.14  120  139  2  75 

2500  13.21  15.20  5.00  2.64  3.04  116  134  3  76 

3000  15.90  18.30  5.40  2.94  3.39  130  149  2  77 

3500  18.07  20.80  7.00  2.58  2.97  114  131  2  78 

4000  21.29  24.50  9.20  2.31  2.66  102  117  2  79 

4500  27.03  31.10  12.10  2.23  2.57  98  113  2  81 

5000  29.89  34.40  14.00  2.14  2.46  94  108  2  82 

5500  33.11  38.10  17.20  1.92  2.22  85  98  2  87 

6000  37.80  43.50  22.10  1.71  1.97  75  87  2  88 

6600  41.10  47.30  24.00  1.71  1.97  76  87  2  90      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points 
X Pop-up changing station under 

the portside bow lounge deploys 

effortlessly in seconds.

X Mercury Racing 400R outboard 

delivers enough power to handle a 

full crew and a load of gear.

X Roto-cast seat bases keep your 

gear stowed and dry.

X Molded-fi berglass bow section 

features LED lighting.

X Removable bow gate seat lets 

you create a conversation pit at 

different spots on the boat.

Specs
· LOA: 29'10" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRAFT: 3'0" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,603 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 16/3,203  lb. · FUEL 

CAPACITY: 49 gal. 

How We Tested 

ENGINE: Mercury Racing Verado 400 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Enertia 15" x 15" 

3-blade stainless steel  

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1 

FUEL LOAD: 49 gal. 

CREW WEIGHT: 170 lb.

Price

$105,584 (as tested)

PRINCECRAFT

Vogue 29 XT

backrests so passengers can 

stretch out and enjoy the 

view. The aft lounges have 

rear-facing backrests, which 

serve the double purpose of 

making for great spotter seats 

during a water-skiing or tub-

ing session. Besides being 

easy to clean and maintain, 

the faux-teak fl ooring under-

foot gives the boat a touch of 

classic elegance that works 

well with its stylish features.

If you’re looking for a pontoon boat that 

can take the party with you, the Prince-

craft Vogue 29 XT is the right one for you. 

It’s fi lled with crowd-pleasing amenities 

and has enough seating to entertain a 

large crew while still able to deliver strong 

performance. Powered with Mercury Rac-

ing’s 400R outboard, our triple-tube test 

model climbed onto plane in 3.5 seconds 

with just a hint of bow rise — meaning the 

driver never loses sight forward from the 

helm. We hit 30 mph in 7.1 seconds. Our 

test boat also featured Active Trim, which 

automatically trims the boat for optimal 

performance as you drive. These are im-

pressive numbers, but the true benefi t of 

installing a 400 hp engine on a pontoon is 

the boat will never bog down when loaded 

to its 16-person maximum capacity. That’s 

right, the boat holds 16 people, plus all your 

gear and supplies for the day. And rest as-

sured, your crew will ride in comfort.

Our test model featured Princecraft’s 

Sport Edition package, which includes 

snazzy all-white vinyl over the plush furni-

ture, LED lighting galore — including LED 

docking lights — and a  color-coordinated 

snack table. The snack table stows in a con-

venient dedicated spot so that it’s easy to 

keep out of the way when not in use. Our 

tester also had the optional sport arch, 

which will please the wakeboarders in your 

crew. The boat has four boarding gates, 

so you can dock it to either side without 

 worrying about how to get aboard.

The furniture features roto-cast seat 

bases with plenty of storage underneath to 

load your gear. The forward couches can 

be connected by a removable gate seat to 

form a conversation pit, and the portside 

seating hides a pop-up changing room that 

can be equipped with a portable MSD. Both 

of the front lounges have  forward-facing 
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Princeville, Quebec; 800-395-8858;
princecraft.com 

To watch our 

video review of 

the Vogue 29 

XT, scan this tag 

or visit boating

mag.com/bbg18/

princecraft

vogue29xt.
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PONTOON

SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.0  5.8  2.6  1.9  2.2  157.0  180.7  1  64 

1500  7.0  8.0  4.2  1.7  1.9  134.1  154.3  2  69 

2000  12.3  14.2  6.3  2.0  2.3  158.7  182.6  2  73 

2500  16.5  19.0  8.2  2.0  2.3  163.1  187.7  2  75 

3000  19.1  22.0  11.2  1.7  2.0  138.3  159.1  2  77 

3500  25.6  29.5  15.4  1.7  1.9  134.8  155.2  2  83 

4000  32.2  37.0  20.3  1.6  1.8  128.3  147.6  2  85 

4500  37.8  43.5  25.2  1.5  1.7  121.5  139.8  1  89 

5000  43.4  50.0  30.9  1.4  1.6  113.9  131.1  0  85 

5500  48.1  55.3  38.8  1.2  1.4  100.3  115.4  0  87 

6000  53.4  61.5  55.6  1.0  1.1  77.9  89.6  0  90 

6500  57.4  66.0  63.2  0.9  1.0  73.5  84.6  0  92 

7000  60.8  70.0  69.1  0.9  1.0  4.6  82.1  0  92      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X An attention-grabber in full 

peacock mode, Manitou’s swept 

design, coupled with custom 

metallic deep-red paint, ensures 

the 27 X-Plode XT RFX won’t go 

unnoticed at the sandbar.    

X V-toon hull confi guration, coupled 

with massive torque and horses 

from twin Mercury Racing Verado 

400R outboards, backs up the 

sassy looks with strut, to the tune 

of real-deal 70 mph GPS speed.  

 Specs
· LOA: 28'8" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,655 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 15/2,055 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 90 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin Mercury Racing Verado 

400R FourStroke 400 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Revolution 4 

145/8" x 21" 4-blade stainless steel  

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 26 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$213,400 (as tested)

MANITOU

27 X-Plode XT RFX 

Dual SHP

 powder-coated  billet hinges.

Pilot and co-pilot sit in contoured cap-

tain’s chairs. The compact dash features 

all-digital instruments and controls; 

 every function on the boat, from lights to 

bilge pumps to the sound system, oper-

ates via touchscreen. The tiny windscreen 

does little to buff et the 70 mph winds, but 

it feels good when you’re howling down the 

lake at Mach 1.

Aft, the conversation pit is much 

 smaller but still plenty big for a nice little 

party. The rigging at the stern is immacu-

late, with a custom stainless-steel ski tow 

and telescoping boarding ladder. There’s 

another ski tow atop the arch that’s much 

better for wakeboarding. 

With 800 horses on tap, it’s a speed demon 

at 70 mph full tilt and quick as a bat out of 

the hole. Zero to 30 mph in just 5.4 seconds 

will surprise many unsuspecting chal-

lengers. Performance is more 

than speed and acceleration, 

though, and the 27 X-Plode 

XT RFX Dual SHP delivers 

with crisp handling and a 

solid rough-water ride thanks 

to the patented V-toon triple-

tube hull design. Power-assist 

hydraulic steering along with 

race-style Sport Master gear 

cases (with built-in low-water 

pickup nose cones and cam-

bered skegs to off set torque) 

make the torque of the big 

twins disappear. As might be 

expected with such a large 

pontoon with so much power 

and the drag of twin gear cases, mileage 

suff ers a bit: Best cruise was at 19 mph 

where we recorded just 2.3 mpg. But hey — 

if you can’t aff ord the gas, well, you know.

Inside, the detailing on this boat just 

doesn’t stop, from the custom-cut billet-

aluminum entry doors to the molded 

 fi berglass seating with octagon-pattern 

multicolor vinyl. In the bow, riders relax 

on contoured lounges that stretch seem-

ingly forever. Just aft of the port lounge is 

a pop-up privacy room. The little touches 

are many and well-thought-out; every-

where there’s a cup holder, mesh-lined 

storage pocket, or custom billet grab 

handle. Even the seat-bottom cushions 

open to reveal custom hammer-tone 
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Lansing, Michigan; 800-999-9788; manitoupontoonboats.com

To see our video 

review of the 27 

X-Plode XT RFX, 

scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

manitou27

xplode.
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I M A G I N E  C H O O S I N G  A L L  of boating’s smartest ideas for 

versatility in one ultimate outboard platform. It’s now  

available in the popular Formula 310, 330, 350, and 430!  

Formula outboards are sure to please, perfectly integrating 

day boating and engine maintenance ease for those who want the 

absolute best boat powered with outboards.

This smartly balanced combination with expanded cockpit space 

utilization is the perfect match for all your boating ventures, 

taking you farther than ever before. The unique Formula design 

extends the fun into each entertainment zone without giving up the 

ever important flush cockpit.

And whether it’s a Sun Sport, Bowrider or Crossover, each 

Formula is the only outboard in its class to give you a spacious, 

aft-facing sun lounge and extended swim platform that brings 

you closer to your on-water adventures. 

        CHOOSE THE BEST – THE FORMULA OUTBOARD LINEUP!

W W W . F O R M U L A B O A T S . C O M

350 CBR

330 CBR

310 BR

430 SSC



Alongside efficient, economical 

and exciting, the “E” in Evinrude 

— and especially E-TEC G2 — de-

notes “ease.”

Ease, as in operation, and what 

little maintenance is required of 

the owner. Ease on the pocket-

book, stretching your fuel dollar 

to its utmost.

And maybe less obvious, but 

arguably even more important, 

ease of integration into the boat 

platform you choose, before you 

even take the helm. 

That smooth integration 

translates directly into fewer 

hassles and warranty revisits that 

can result as “bugs” are worked 

out of throttle, shifting, steer-

ing and other control systems in 

other outboard installations. 

An outboard motor is not a 

stand-alone piece of equipment, 

after all. It’s a key component in 

a complete boat package and the 

owner’s boating lifestyle. Not a 

showboating star, but a gifted ath-

lete blending seamlessly into a 

smooth-playing team.

That Evinrude ease is nowhere 

more obvious than in its success-

ful and popular E-TEC G2 line 

of powerful outboards, now in 

its fourth model year, in models 

from 150 to 300 hp.

The original E-TEC direct-

injection technology was (and 

remains, in midsize motors) very 

successful. Directly injecting pre-

cise mixes of fuel and oxygen into 

each cylinder is a proven winner. 

But the company knew it could 

do greater things yet, and chal-

lenged its engineers to create 

an entirely new line, retaining 

the E-TEC DI technology but 

otherwise giving its engineers 

three goals: increased power, 

reduced fuel consumption and 

fewer emissions. Three goals, and 

a clean slate.

They began by designing blocks 

built for direct injection, not car-

bureted fuel, and ad-

vanced from there. 

The result? E-TEC 

G2 (for second gen-

eration.) Up tothirty 

percent more torque* 

than competitors’ 

four-strokes. Up to fif-

teen percent less fuel 

consumption.* Up to 

seventy-five percent 

fewer emissions.*

But the innovative 

designing didn’t stop 

there. Only when 

smoothly integrated 

into the complete 

boat could the tech-

nology really shine. 

And the company 

took on the chal-

lenges of making that 

integration seamless 

with its Intelligent 

Piloting System.

At the helm, iCon-

trol digital  shift and 

throttle and shift 

iDock is a fully integrated joy-

stick option only available from 

Evinrude. With it and smooth 

digital iControl throttles any 

captain is an expert.

Boating Made Easy with
Evinrude®E-TEC® G2™
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S P E C I A L  P R O M O T I O N A L  F E AT U R E

More power per stroke and fewer emission per horsepower make E-TEC G2 outboards the 

green answer to big horsepower boating whether cruising, fi shing or skiing.

device. It also off ers direct control of iTrim 

and Dynamic Power Steering settings, and 

one-touch winterization.

Winterization, you say? Which is worse: 

walking through the messy steps of readying 

your outboard for winter, or shelling out the 

cash to have a pro do it for you? 

You needn’t answer. 

An E-TEC G2 engine block self-drains. 

Then a pressed “winterizing” button cycles 

the engine, injecting oil to fog the cylinders. 

Done — unless you decide to sneak out on 

a season-extending lark because the process 

will be just as simple to repeat! And remem-

ber, the process is built in, not added on.

Breaking in the motor is even easier; it does 

it itself. Maintenance? No scheduled dealer 

maintenance for fi ve years or 500 hours, and 

a warranty covers that same span.

The oil reservoir is integral, not added. 

Ports on the engine let you easily check 

combustion oil, crankcase oil and gearcase 

lubricants, making problems less likely. 

Yes, creating a stellar outboard motor is 

one thing. To design it to “play nice,” to fi t 

smoothly into a boat and its operation, to fully 

enhance the boater’s lifestyle, that’s another. 

Evinrude has done that by integrating acces-

sories and rigging features into its E-TEC G2 

outboards for easier rigging, fewer hassles and 

easier operation.

You don’t have to know as much about out-

board motors as Evinrude does to appreciate 

Evinrude products. 

Oh, it’s fun to get into the details, the pro-

cesses, the minutia of the innovations and 

engineering — and the company has a special 

place in its heart for its gear-head fans. But 

you don’t have to. You can simply enjoy your 

boating, because all Evinrude E-TEC G2 out-

boards are easy to integrate, easy to operate 

and easy to own.

Critics call something that is simple but 

still fulfi lls its tasks “elegant.”

Hey, that’s another “E” for Evinrude E-

TEC G2.

pricey option. Now it’s available 

for multi-engine boats, factory-

ordered at one half or less the cost 

of competitors.

Believe — and enjoy the ease 

of this form of joystick control, 

which also eases integration of 

autopilot.

The engine communicates 

with other boat elements too. The 

iTrim  feature monitors throttle 

position, engine revolutions per 

minute and trim, adjusting the 

last to refl ect the fi rst two. The 

key to its success? It’s integrated 

into the motor, not added on.

Nor is what’s happening with 

the engine a secret. An iLink 

virtual dashboard app displays 

revolutions per minute, fuel fl ow, 

speed and other engine perfor-

mance and functions through 

a tablet, smartphone or other 

*Based on BRP test ing and adver t ised features of  each competit ive 
 manufacturer  at  t ime of  pr int ing

signals electronically to a shift 

actuator and throttle body within 

the engine via wiring contained 

within a single ambidextrous 

tube. What is this ambidextrous, 

you ask, and why do I care?

Ever watch two people, one 

left-handed and one right-

handed, dine side by side? If the 

lefty’s on the right and the righty 

on the left, it’s an elbow-jousting 

comedy of errors. Switch ’em and 

all’s cool. Well, that’s what ambi-

dextrous tubing allows a boat rig-

ger to do, bring in the cables from 

the left or right, for the cleanest 

multi-engine rigging possible. 

Within an E-TEC G2 engine’s 

midsection are iSteer dynamic 

power steering components 

— part of the motor itself, not 

added-on equipment.

Joystick steering was once a 

OK, if you say, 
the  Evinrude 

E-TEC G2 is 
fi rst in power, 
effi ciency and 
low emissions 
among out-
boards, who’s 
second? 
Trick question. 
It’s the origi-
nal E-TEC, 
still the go-to 
outboard for 
aluminum 
fi shing, 
multispecies, 
pontoon, jet, 
bay and fl ats 
boats. Other 
Evinrude 
outboards, 3.5 
to 15 hp, shine 
in portable ap-
plications. 
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.4  5.1  1.9  2.3  2.7  73.9  85.0  0  67 

1500  6.0  6.9  2.6  2.3  2.7  73.1  84.1  1  72 

2000  9.6  11.1  3.8  2.5  2.9  80.4  92.5  2  74 

2500  15.1  17.4  4.8  3.2  3.6  99.8  114.8  1  76 

3000  19.3  22.2  8.3  2.3  2.7  73.6  84.7  1  80 

3500  22.2  25.5  8.4  2.6  3.0  83.6  96.2  1  82 

4000  26.6  30.6  11.4  2.3  2.7  73.9  85.0  1  84 

4500  30.3  34.9  13.6  2.2  2.6  70.6  81.3  1  85 

5000  33.9  39.0  16.9  2.0  2.3  63.5  73.1  1  89 

5500  37.8  43.5  20.5  1.8  2.1  58.4  67.2  0  90 

6000  40.8  47.0  26.9  1.5  1.7  48.1  55.4  0  92 

6350  44.0  50.6  30.5  1.4  1.7  45.7  52.6  0  93      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Big size and open layout make 

this Bennington a true family 

truckster; the “yuge” Yamaha 

V-8 outboard gives the push for all 

that party space.

X Gorgeously stitched Tuscan Dune 

and Perforated Firecracker color 

combination applied to the interior 

seating makes for a truly plush 

party environment.  

Specs
· LOA: 27'9" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 3,298 lb. · SEATING/WEIGHT 

CAPACITY: 16/3,298 lb.   · FUEL 

CAPACITY: 35.2 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha F350 V-8 four-stroke

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series XL 16.25" x 15"  

GEAR RATIO: 1.73:1

FUEL LOAD: 26 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$117,456 (as tested)

BENNINGTON

25 GSBA

bow seating section a huge footprint. The 

driver’s console is a swept, curved fi ber-

glass station with plenty more storage 

 underneath; the dash is simply arranged, 

but all the vital information is there in 

analog instruments, along with a digital 

Kicker sound system.

Abaft, an aircraft-size rear lounge seat 

is fi tted with a reversible backrest, making 

relaxing easy whether at the party inside 

the cockpit or out on the water. The seat-

ing surface hinges up to reveal a changing 

station as well as battery and wiring ac-

cess. At the transom, Bennington shows 

it knows how to rig and route wiring and 

hoses to the Yamaha outboard; it’s all a 

neat and clean aff air.     

The 25 GSBA we tested sported a humon-

gous and growl-like 350 hp Yamaha V-8 for 

power, and it announced its presence with 

authority. With max speed just topping 

50 mph at 6,350 rpm, the Yamaha pushed 

the big 25 GSBA around with ease. Best 

cruise was achieved at a se-

date 17.4 mph and 2,500 rpm, 

where 3.6 mpg was recorded. 

That big V-8 is thirsty, though; 

at most any other speed level, 

mpg was in the 2s, not 3s. For 

those needing low-end grunt, 

this is your ride; we ripped 

zero to 30 multiple times 

in a consistent 5.4 seconds, 

enough to beat more than a 

few bass and speed hulls out 

of the hole. Our tester had op-

tional power-assist hydraulic 

steering to keep that big Yam 

tightly harnessed with little 

eff ort at the wheel.

Typical Bennington quality abounds 

throughout. The attention to detail starts 

at the bow with stylized corner lights, con-

tinues through the black powder-coated 

bow entryway door, and is showcased in 

the clean arrangement of underseat cush-

ion storage and dual-action seat hinges, as 

well as nicely routed wiring and rigging 

under the driver’s console. The seat stitch-

ing is even and tight, and the upholstery is 

fi rmly pulled and attached with no sags or 

bellies in the vinyl.

Long, deep and cushy facing loungers 

adorn the bow section. The consoles are 

set back quite a bit from the bow; of course, 

this limits room in the stern, but it aff ords 

better fore-aft hull balance and gives the 
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Elkhart, Indiana; 888-906-2628; benningtonmarine.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the 25 GSBA, 

scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

bennington

25gsba.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.6  4.2  1.2  3.0  3.5  131.4  151.2  2  60 

1500  5.5  6.3  1.8  3.0  3.5  131.4  151.2  2  63 

2000  6.6  7.6  2.8  2.4  2.7  101.9  117.3  3  64 

2500  11.5  13.2  3.8  3.0  3.5  130.4  150.1  3  70 

3000  16.5  19.0  5.6  2.9  3.4  127.4  146.6  3  72 

3500  19.8  22.8  7.2  2.8  3.2  118.9  136.8  3  74 

4000  24.5  28.2  9.5  2.6  3.0  111.4  128.2  3  77 

4500  29.4  33.8  11.5  2.6  2.9  110.3  127.0  3  79 

5000  32.4  37.3  13.5  2.4  2.8  103.7  119.4  3  80 

5500  36.3  41.8  16.5  2.2  2.5  95.1  109.4  3  80 

6000  39.9  45.9  21.5  1.9  2.1  80.1  92.2  3  82 

6500  43.7  50.3  30.9  1.4  1.6  61.1  70.3  2  82 

7000  47.6  54.8  32.8  1.5  1.7  62.7  72.2  2  83      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X T3 performance package (triple 

25-inch-diameter pontoons with 

enclosed underskin that reduces 

drag from exposed cross members, 

lifting strakes and rough-water 

reinforcing) makes this ride suited 

for rougher conditions. 

X Simrad GO7 display with Vessel-

View gives the pilot seemingly 

limitless information about engine 

and boat performance, engine 

statistics, and GPS location and 

chart plotter for trip mapping. 

Specs
· LOA: 27'2" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,715 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 14/2,746 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 48 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury Racing Verado 400R 

FourStroke 400 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury Enertia 

15" x 15" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$116,889 (as tested)

CYPRESS CAY

Cayman LE 250

binnacle control and view of the  Simrad 

GO7 display, digital instruments and 

 upgraded JL Audio Blue Water sound sys-

tem. Sea-grass fl ooring combines well with 

 diamond-stitched pillow-top  upholstery; 

it’s comfortable and looks high-end yet 

is easy to keep clean. In the bow, center-

facing loungers make it a gathering place; 

amidships, the driver’s console and 

 L-shaped lounge arrange an excellent sec-

ond party center. A cool electric extending 

stainless-steel boarding ladder is mounted 

to an extended swim platform, with a wide-

body sun lounge with reversible seat back. 

Our tester also featured the slick Blackout 

Edition package, with black powder-coated 

fencing, a Bimini top and rub rail.  

The test Cayman LE 250 boasted a single 

Mercury Racing Verado 400R super-

charged four-stroke outboard spinning a 

15-by-15-inch Mercury Enertia stainless-

steel three-blade prop for a top speed 

 approaching 55 mph. Numbers like that 

may surprise upstart PWC 

riders, who may challenge 

when they see the Mercury 

Racing logo on the engine. For 

watersports, this rig rips — 

we hit 30 mph in just 6.2 sec-

onds. Flat-calm conditions 

didn’t help; a package this size 

(3,715 pounds with engine) 

can always use wind chop 

to free up the hull. Regard-

less, the Cayman was thrifty 

with a gallon, despite the 

speed jones of the big Merc; 

our best cruise was a sedate 

13 mph, where the engine 

sipped 3.8  gph, calculating 

to 3.5 mpg. With a 48-gallon fuel capacity, 

that’s a 150-mile range leaving 10 percent in 

the tank as reserve. Even at a healthy 4,000 

rpm and 28 mph, the numbers were 9.5 gph 

and 3  mpg. Handling was predictable and 

 lively; we were able to get the Cayman up 

and dancing at speed, and it gave solid and 

secure footing in turns. Rigging is exem-

plary: The big Verado is securely bolted to a 

stout extended aluminum reinforced tran-

som, with clean wiring and hose routing.

The Cayman’s SL layout is ideal for 

families and cruise parties. The pilot 

sits royally on a plush high-back reclin-

ing  captain’s chair on a raised platform. 

A wraparound console features a crispy-

clean dash layout with great access to the 
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Fort Wayne, Indiana; 260-432-4555; cypresscaypontoons.com

To see our video 

review of the 

Cayman LE 250, 

scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

cypresscay

caymanle250.
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ENJOY YOUR RIDE

S238
The only affordable 

premium towboat 



PONTOON

SEE THE 

VIDEO
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.2  4.8  1.2  3.5  4.0  187.7  216.0  0  61 

1500  6.5  7.5  2.1  3.1  3.6  167.6  192.9  0  66 

2000  9.0  10.4  3.2  2.8  3.3  152.5  175.5  1  71 

2500  15.2  17.5  4.8  3.2  3.6  171.1  196.9  1  79 

3000  18.5  21.3  6.3  2.9  3.4  158.7  182.6  1  79 

3500  21.6  24.8  8.1  2.7  3.1  143.7  165.3  1  78 

4000  25.5  29.4  11.3  2.3  2.6  122.1  140.5  1  78 

4500  29.5  34.0  14.6  2.0  2.3  109.3  125.8  1  85 

5000  33.5  38.5  18.4  1.8  2.1  98.2  113.0  1  85 

5500  36.6  42.1  22.6  1.6  1.9  87.4  100.6  1  86 

5800  40.3  46.4  25.7  1.6  1.8  84.7  97.5  1  89      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Super-sleek appearance afforded 

by sculpted consoles, swept-back 

windscreens, glossy-black side 

panels, and matte-black fi nished 

pontoons produces a futuristic 

look. While there’s no mistaking 

it for a ’toon, it’s surely one of the 

better-looking designs we’ve seen. 

X Comfy high-end, diamond-

pleated, pillow-topped upholstery 

completes the look and feel of a 

pricey rig, without the high price. 

Starcraft nails this look cold.

Specs
· LOA: 26'10" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 2,542 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 14/1,940 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 60 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha F300 four-stroke 

300 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series II 16" x 15.5"

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 15 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$104,516 (as tested)

STARCRAFT

SX 25 C DC

is standard, as are docking lights and RGB 

(red green blue) adjustable mood lights 

throughout the cockpit. The co-pilot gets 

the same royal treatment as the captain; 

both chairs are plush, slide and swivel, and 

have high backs. Just behind the driver is 

a food-prep station with sink, mini fridge 

and wine rack; astern, a  smaller settee 

fi ts a few passengers who can ride and gab 

with the driver and co-pilot.

At the stern, the beefed-up transom 

holds the Yamaha outboard securely. The 

rigging is tight and neat, with plenty of un-

obstructed room to sit and don a wetsuit 

or just jump in and swim. A stainless-steel 

telescoping boarding ladder and  optional 

ski-pole tow complete the utility for 

 watersports.  

Even though this rig is nearly 27 feet long 

and will accommodate a huge family party 

with room to spare, it looks like a speedy 

performer — and it didn’t disappoint when 

it was time to strut. Top speed exceeded 

46 mph. Despite its heft and horses, the 

Yamaha drank sparingly; we 

noted 3.6 mpg at 17.5 mph. 

It’ll pull boarders and skiers 

too; acceleration from a dead 

stop to 30 mph was dramati-

cally quick at just 5.8 seconds. 

Performance is enhanced 

by new HMX performance 

 lifting strakes and a PR25 

center pontoon with a built-in 

60-gallon fuel-cell and stor-

age compartment. Handle it 

did: The stable ride in calm 

conditions with big passing 

boat wakes was matched by 

dry, even cornering, with  little 

banking and zero drama.

The sleek outward appearance of the 

SX is complemented by what  Starcraft 

designed aboard. The bow section is extra-

large and wide; no one will feel cramped up 

there. Two plush center-facing loungers 

cover abundant storage below the seat 

cushions. No jagged edges underneath 

either; everything’s nicely fi nished, and 

even the molded seat bases make storage 

neat, with integrated drains to ensure 

nothing stays wet. The console and dash 

layout are well-executed and easy to view, 

with Yamaha digital instruments and a 

Simrad information display, along with a 

precise Yamaha binnacle control. A Kicker 

sound system with subwoofer and amp is 

standard fare. A pop-up changing room 
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New Paris, Indiana; 866-772-4538; starcraftmarine.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the SX 25 C 

DC, scan this 

tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

starcraftsx25.
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 & The 206CC is part of the STINGRAY deck boat line, but the versatility of this center console 
model has many labeling it as the ultimate fish and cruise package.

With seating for up to nine passengers, storage throughout, and a changing compartment that can be upgraded with an 
optional porta potti, the 206CC is ready for a full day of fun with family and friends!

206CC Deck Boat   20’ 1”  |  100” beam  |  2700 lbs (w/ popular engine)  |  46 gal fuel capacity  |  9 ppl, 2400 lbs

. /
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.26  4.90  1.20  3.55  4.08  208  239  0  60 

1500  5.82  6.70  2.10  2.77  3.19  162  187  1  66 

2000  8.95  10.30  3.40  2.63  3.03  154  177  2  69 

2500  12.86  14.80  4.90  2.62  3.02  154  177  2  74 

3000  16.25  18.70  6.30  2.58  2.97  151  174  1  73 

3500  19.38  22.30  8.30  2.33  2.69  137  157  1  74 

4000  23.11  26.60  10.80  2.14  2.46  125  144  1  73 

4500  26.85  30.90  14.10  1.90  2.19  111  128  1  76 

5000  31.28  36.00  18.80  1.66  1.91  97  112  1  78 

5500  35.54  40.90  24.40  1.46  1.68  85  98  1  78 

5800  36.58  42.10  26.00  1.41  1.62  82  95  1  79      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Front deck is raised a full 4 inches 

above the interior fl oor, promising 

greater performance in rough-

water conditions. 

X Standard features include Kicker 

KMC20 AM/FM stereo with MP3 

and USB ports, subwoofer and am-

plifi er; RGB interior color-changing 

lighting; changing room; and Bimini 

top with boot.

Specs
· LOA: 26'10" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,300 lb.  · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 14/1,940 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 60 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha F300

PROP: Yamaha Saltwater Series II 

151/2"  x 16" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 52 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 155 lb.

Price

$139,999  (as tested)

SYLVAN

M5 LZ DC

console waits a pivoting captain’s chair 

with fl ip-down armrests. Aft, two more 

couches with aft-facing backrests round 

out the accommodations. Roto-molded 

stowage is found below nearly all seating, 

as well as within both consoles. 

As to performance, the M5 LZ DC we 

tested was equipped with a Yamaha F300 

outboard, which pushed the boat onto 

plane with nary a touch of bow rise before 

topping out at a 42.1 mph top speed. Cor-

nering ability, as well as overall ride, was 

enhanced by Sylvan’s SPX performance 

package, which consists of a trio of three 

25-inch pontoons, featuring a combina-

tion of lifting strakes on the center tube, 

performance foils inside each outer log, 

and an underdeck wave shield.

Fiberglass is increasingly making its way 

into the latest versions of pontoon boats 

produced by the industry’s leading makers, 

but the Sylvan M5 LZ DC arguably takes 

the trend to new extremes. At fi rst glance, 

this is obvious in the sleek molded fi ber-

glass panels that replace any 

hint of the old standard-issue 

aluminum fencing. Forward, 

fi berglass extends around 

the front corners of the bow 

and continues down onto the 

bow deck, even wrapping out 

and over the tip of each pon-

toon’s nose cone. Amidships, 

fi berglass forms two raised 

consoles, each capped with 

its own unique and protective 

raked windscreen. Aft, fi ber-

glass completes the perimeter 

enclosure, wrapping around 

dual lounges with aft-facing 

seat backs and  continuing to 

extend down the length of the deck plat-

form. Occasionally, it can seem purely for 

aesthetic value; each console features a 

slender, swooping horizontal arch that 

wraps around the occupant and extends 

down the fence side. At other times, that fi -

berglass’ function has to be revealed. Pivot 

the aft portside bench backrest over and an 

optional sink rotates into view, complete 

with faucet, Corian countertop, and wine-

bottle holders below.

Style may be omnipresent, but pontoon 

tradition still carries the day aboard the 

Sylvan M5 LZ DC. Forward, twin 5-foot-

8-inch-long lounges run along the port 

and starboard sides, providing comfort-

able seating for your crew. Behind each 
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S Y LVA N  M A R I N E

New Paris, Indiana; 866-766-9698; sylvanmarine.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the M5 LZ 

DC, scan this 

tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

sylvanm5.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.61  5.30  1.80  2.56  2.94  187  215  0  70 

1500  6.52  7.50  2.80  2.33  2.68  170  195  1  66 

2000  9.99  11.50  4.20  2.38  2.74  173  200  3  74 

2500  15.12  17.40  5.60  2.70  3.11  197  227  3  73 

3000  19.99  23.00  7.70  2.60  2.99  189  218  3  76 

3500  25.63  29.50  10.00  2.56  2.95  187  215  2  78 

4000  30.07  34.60  13.10  2.30  2.64  167  193  2  80 

4500  35.37  40.70  17.90  1.98  2.27  144  166  2  82 

5000  39.54  45.50  23.80  1.66  1.91  121  139  1  85 

5300  42.32  48.70  27.20  1.56  1.79  113  131  1  89      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Anglers will appreciate the 

standard Lowrance Hook-3x fi sh 

fi nder/depth fi nder featured promi-

nently in the center of the dash. 

X A center tube not only enhances 

performance but also adds the 

space for a large, 16-inch-deep 

ski locker with its own dedicated 

bilge pump and woven matting to 

protect water toys. 

X Standard features include digital 

gauges, a high-back helm seat, 

sea-grass fl ooring, and four-step 

stainless-steel telescoping ladder. 

Specs
· LOA: 26'1" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 5,490 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 11/2,572 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 81 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury MerCruiser 6.2L 

350 ECT

DRIVE/PROPS: Bravo Three/24" propset

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 320 lb.

Price

$86,890 (with test power)

HARRIS

Grand Mariner

SEL 230

often felt on pontoon boats. 

Within the perimeter fencing, the lay-

out is all comfort. Forward, an optional 

gate seat combines with the 4-foot port and 

5-foot-6-inch starboard couches to form a 

wraparound U-shaped lounge.  Underknee 

bolsters, diamond-pattern lumbars, and 

pillow-top seats display  Harris’ clas-

sic  attention to detail. Aft, an  L-shaped 

lounge follows suit, with a fl ip-over back-

rest expanding the already  generous sun 

pad to create one large recliner overlook-

ing the swim platform. As to the driver’s 

accommodations, the optional raised 

helm is elevated a full 5.5  inches for en-

hanced visibility well  beyond the industry 

norm. A classy leather-wrapped, three-

spoke stainless-steel wheel rounds out the 

hit  list.

Sterndrive power may still be rare in the 

pontoon-boat market, but the Harris 

Grand Mariner SEL 230 clearly show-

cases the platform’s advantages. Start at 

the stern, where a large, un-

encumbered swim platform 

off ers uninterrupted sight-

lines and plenty of real estate 

for those wishing to hang 

out while at anchor or nosed 

into the beach. The lack of 

an outboard means you can 

tow with a ski pylon rather 

than a bulky over-engine 

tow bar or cumbersome tow 

harness. And Harris doesn’t 

resort to an elevated aft deck 

to conceal the power; the aft 

bench and sun pad combine 

to seamlessly —  and anony-

mously — form the engine 

cover,  maintaining the open interior 

 layout that is so important to pontoons.

Performance is impressive. Our test 

boat’s 350 hp MerCruiser 6.2 topped out 

at 48.7 mph, with a 7.1-second time from 

zero to 30 mph and a confi dent nature in 

the turns. A good portion of the latter is 

thanks to Harris’ PIII Performance Pack-

age, a design incorporating three 25-inch 

pontoons that drops the center tube 1 inch 

and adds performance-oriented strakes 

to both sides of that center tube and the 

interior of each outer pontoon. Underway 

at speed, the result somewhat mimics the 

feeling of a V-hull, with the craft confi -

dently banking into turns with a familiar 

inside lean, as opposed to the outside lean 
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Fort Wayne, Indiana; 260-432-4555; harrisboats.com

To see our video 

review of the 

Grand Mariner 

SEL 230, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/

bbg18/harris

grandmariner.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.30  3.34  3.85  106  122  0  64 

1500  6.26  7.20  2.20  2.84  3.27  90  104  1  67 

2000  8.78  10.10  3.40  2.58  2.97  82  94  2  70 

2500  13.47  15.50  4.80  2.81  3.23  89  102  2  77 

3000  17.64  20.30  6.30  2.80  3.22  89  102  2  78 

3500  21.29  24.50  8.10  2.63  3.02  83  96  2  77 

4000  24.94  28.70  10.90  2.29  2.63  72  83  2  80 

4500  28.68  33.00  14.20  2.02  2.32  64  74  2  82 

5000  32.59  37.50  17.70  1.84  2.12  58  67  2  83 

5500  35.89  41.30  22.30  1.61  1.85  51  59  2  85 

5800  38.32  44.10  25.70  1.49  1.72  47  54  1  87      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Upscale touches include three-

spoke stainless-steel steering 

wheel with leather wrap, and 

Roswell Vamp Spin speakers on 

the tow arch.

X Center tube adds not only stability 

and performance but also conve-

nience; the added space makes 

possible a large in-fl oor ski locker.

X Standard features include sea-

grass fl ooring, Surlast mooring 

cover, LED docking lights, 10-foot 

Bimini top, and Striker 4 fi sh graph.

Specs
· LOA: 25'3" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,828 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 13/1,837 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 35.2 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha F300

PROP: Yamaha 151/2" x 16" Saltwater 

Series II 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 21 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 315 lb.

Price

$98,140 (with test power/

Elliptical Sport Package)

BENNINGTON

23 RSBWA

perimeter of the bow. That’s a lot of space 

for people to hang out and hold conversa-

tions. Time for tunes? Note the USB ports 

hidden by the armrests.

As always, Bennington embraces the 

details. Couches feature oversize pillow 

tops with contrasting colors, diamond-

stitched lumbars and similarly  contrasting 

cushion ends. The full windshield sports a 

classy stainless-steel cap. The port con-

sole off ers a granite-style prep space along 

with a stainless-steel sink and faucet, and 

the helm has a stainless three-spoke wheel 

and brushed-aluminum gauges. And come 

nightfall, speakers and cup holders all fea-

ture RGB lighting that can be dialed in to a 

specifi c color or rotated through all shades 

of the rainbow. 

Bennington’s 23 RSBWA is rich in crea-

ture comforts, but it is this boat’s ride that 

truly may be its most memorable attri-

bute. Credit the brand’s ESP performance 

package, a design that pairs two 25-inch-

diameter outer pontoons featuring perform-

ance foils with an  elliptically 

shaped 32-inch center tube 

with lifting strakes. Along 

with an underdeck wave 

shield and power-assist steer-

ing, it promises enhanced 

stability and quick planing, 

but most impressive is what 

the features do for the boat’s 

cornering ability. Powered 

by a Yamaha F300 outboard, 

the 23 RSBWA carved beau-

tifully during turns, with the 

smooth, inside-lean feel of a 

V-hull. Top speed peaked at 

44.1 mph, and it handled well 

at all planing speeds.

Abovedecks, Bennington mixes more 

traditional fencing forward with dual 

 fi berglass consoles amidships and an airy 

open stern. The latter section of the boat 

features a deep 6-foot-4-inch-by-4-foot-

6-inch sun pad with angled backrest, a 

great spot to relax with more than a few 

friends. (The boat can fi t 13 people total.)

Flip that backrest upright and it creates 

back-to-back lounges, one facing the swim 

platform and the other joining the two 

captain’s chairs located behind each con-

sole in the main cockpit. Step all the way 

forward and a pair of 4-foot couches run 

parallel in the bow. Add the optional gate 

seat and you create nearly 13 feet of seat-

ing space in a lounge that wraps the entire 
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Elkhart, Indiana; 888-906-2628; benningtonmarine.com

To see our video 

review of the 23 

RSBWA, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

bennington

23rsbwa.
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For The Name Of Your Nearest Ranger  ® Dealer, Call: 1-800-373-BOAT  (2628)

limb aboard the ultimate family fun machine and surround 

yourself with a world of watersports.  Every model in the Ranger ®

Reata ® Series is precision-engineered to help you get away from it all.  

Inside, plush, handcrafted comfort is complemented by extraordinary 

attention to detail, an ultra-smooth dry ride, and a wide choice of 

outboard power.  There’s even more pride of ownership with advantages 

like our exclusive pultruded fiberglass deck, floor, and transom. 

Further highlighted by our Zone-Tempered Fiberglass Layup ®, 

every Reata® is rewarded with extraordinary flotation standards, our 

Best Built-Best Backed ™ Limited Warranty, and 

a custom Ranger Trail ® trailer.  

From our unparalleled quality and performance to a 

lifetime of unforgettable memories, now you can 

Get Away While You’re Completely Surrounded ™.

™
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.2  3.7  0.7  4.6  5.3  186.0  214.1  0  59 

1500  4.3  5.0  0.9  4.8  5.6  195.5  225.0  0  61 

2000  6.9  7.9  1.8  3.8  4.4  154.5  177.8  1  67 

2500  8.3  9.6  2.2  3.8  4.4  153.6  176.7  2  69 

3000  12.7  14.6  2.9  4.4  5.0  177.2  203.9  1  79 

3500  15.3  17.6  4.1  3.7  4.3  151.1  173.9  1  87 

4000  17.5  20.1  5.5  3.2  3.7  128.6  148.0  1  87 

4500  20.9  24.1  7.6  2.8  3.2  111.6  128.4  1  88 

5000  24.1  27.7  8.7  2.8  3.2  112.1  128.9  1  91 

5500  27.5  31.7  10.9  2.5  2.9  102.4  117.8  1  92      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Ice-blue LED courtesy lights 

illuminate the cockpit for evening 

cruises.

X Powder-coated rails look great, 

and interior panels are upholstered 

to quiet the ride.

X Stylish looks are all around, from 

the weathered teak-look vinyl deck 

to the exterior panel colors.

Specs
· LOA: 25'3" · BEAM: 8'5" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 2,650 lb. (plus motor) 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

13/1,770 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 29 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury Pro XS 115

PROP: Black Max 15" pitch 3-blade 

aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 2.38:1

FUEL LOAD: 5 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 450 lb.

Price

$56,078 (as tested)

TAHOE

2585 Cascade Elite

striking in the eye-appeal department 

was the vinyl fl ooring that oozed with 

ambience due to looking like sun-worn 

teak planking. The surface is textured for 

 grippy footing and padded for comfort.

The pontoons shone brightly, and the 

rails are all powder-coated in a jet-black 

gloss. Inside panels are padded and uphol-

stered for a rich look and to end the drum-

ming sound heard on less well-appointed 

boats. Forward panels have a rounded look 

that is sleek and sporty, which also serves 

to soften the corners of loungers’ favorite 

forward seats. A hassock with cup holders 

and cooler beneath add more comfort and 

convenient access to refreshments.

For docking convenience, there are en-

try points forward, amidships and astern, 

plus docking lights to illuminate the way.

When we pressed the throttle of the 

 Cascade Elite, we didn’t expect snappy 

 acceleration nor did we hope to achieve 

a rewarding top-end speed. After all, 

this was one of Tahoe’s largest pontoons, 

heavy with a center tube and pushed by a 

compact Mercury 150 hp outboard. But it 

got the job done and then some.

We noted power to spare for bringing 

giggles from tube-riding kids or giving 

water-skiers or wakeboarders a challeng-

ing ride. Part of that power comes from the 

motor and part from the triple-tube de-

sign with lifting strakes to raise the boat 

up on top as that power is applied.

It was after running performance 

numbers that we throttled down to neu-

tral and looked about this pontoon that 

had surprised us with its pep. Taking 

stock, we noted luxury accommodations. 

For instance, the helm and bucket seats 

were ergonomically comfortable thanks 

to possessing a swiveling mechanism and 

also adjusting for legroom. The fi berglass-

molded helm station was situated for a 

clear view over the bow, and the throttle 

was positioned naturally under the driv-

er’s right hand. A combination of analog 

gauges, a GPS speedometer and a Garmin 5 

DV fi sh fi nder were all we needed to safely 

pilot the ’toon on any waters. 

If the captain is well-coddled on the 

Cascade Elite, the crew should be ecstatic 

with their luxuries. Lounges look fore 

and aft, with slanted backs for the ideal 

position for reading a book. Cup hold-

ers are mounted into the seat bases for a 

convenient and handsome eff ect. A pair 

of  movable dual cup holders add more 

options for securing refreshments. Most 
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Alma, Michigan; 800-334-2913; tahoepontoons.com
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Build your off shore ride from 23 to 41 feet

THE OFFSHORE LIFE

   IN ANY WATERS
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VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.2  4.8  0.6  7.0  8.0  187.7  216.0  1  61 

1500  5.5  6.3  1.1  5.0  5.7  134.4  154.6  1  64 

2000  6.9  7.9  1.8  3.8  4.4  103.0  118.5  2  69 

2500  8.2  9.4  2.9  2.8  3.2  76.1  87.5  2  70 

3000  14.4  16.6  4.0  3.6  4.2  97.4  112.1  2  72 

3500  17.8  20.5  4.9  3.6  4.2  98.2  113.0  2  73 

4000  22.7  26.1  7.0  3.2  3.7  87.5  100.7  2  76 

4500  26.2  30.2  8.8  3.0  3.4  80.5  92.7  2  79 

5000  29.8  34.3  10.6  2.8  3.2  75.9  87.4  2  80 

5500  33.8  38.9  12.9  2.6  3.0  70.8  81.4  2  83 

5950  36.3  41.8  17.8  2.0  2.3  55.1  63.4  2  83      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X X-Treme PR25 Performance Pack-

age offers lifting strakes, underskin 

covering cross members (reduces 

drag), and full-length center tube, 

giving this entry-level package 

performance and handling to rival 

more-expensive rigs.

X Sport Package includes black 

powder-coated railings and rub 

rail, high-back pilot/co-pilot chairs, 

and raised helm for better visibility. 

Specs
· LOA: 23'10" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 2,100 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 12/1,650 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 30 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Evinrude E-Tec G2 two-stroke 

200 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Evinrude Rebel 

15.5" x 15" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.17:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$49,923 (as tested)

SUNCHASER

Geneva 22

LR DH Sport  

a stern access door. At the stern, there’s a 

short swim platform with a watersports 

tow and aluminum boarding ladder, and a 

set of speakers for those in the water. Un-

derneath the seat cushions and behind the 

access doors, assembly and rigging quality 

are great. This boat is built on the same as-

sembly lines as SunChaser’s other boats, 

so quality is not compromised.

At 23 feet 10 inches in length, 2,100 

pounds dry, and $49,923 out the door as 

tested, the Geneva fi lls the bill for those 

looking for a well-equipped pontoon that’ll 

last. SunChaser’s Lifetime Plus 6 warranty 

(lifetime hull warranty, six years on every-

thing else) is standard on this model, giving 

new owners security and a no-worries pur-

chase that’s transferable to the next owner.

SunChaser off ers the new Geneva 22 LR 

DH Sport as a performance package. Our 

tester was dressed with a performance-

enhancing X-Treme PR25 Performance 

Package and hung with an 

Evinrude E-Tec G2 200, giv-

ing a lively 42 mph top-end 

performance and zero to 30 in 

just 6.8 seconds — great num-

bers for those with a water-

sports jones. It’s stingy on fuel 

too; though our best economy 

numbers were recorded at a 

slow cruise (7.9 mph, 2,000 

rpm, 4.4 mpg), the results 

were nearly linear all the way 

to 4,000 rpm (26 mph and 

3.7 mpg). SunChaser has this 

package set up well; with a 

Rebel 15.5-by-15-inch three-

blade prop and  stainless-steel 

wheel,  handling and turning were secure 

and predictable.

Aboard the Geneva, the interior lay-

out is ideal for big families and partiers. 

In the bow, curved facing loungers invite 

relaxation, conversation or both. A pop-up 

changing station fi ts neatly into the rear 

bulkhead of the portside lounger. Amid-

ships, the cockpit station is raised for 

better visibility. The dash layout is stan-

dard fare, with analog instruments and 

Evinrude binnacle controls. A standard 

Kicker audio system provides the sounds. 

Captain and co-pilot chairs are plush, 

high-back and reclining. Astern, the seat-

ing arrangement mimics the bow setup 

with facing curved loungers separated by 
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New Paris, Indiana; 866-719-7873; sunchaserboats.com

To see our video 

review of the 

Geneva 22, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

sunchaser

geneva22.
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In our opinion, what our customers want in a pontoon 

boat is pretty simple; great quality, comfort and value.

You want user-friendly amenities and versatility that 

makes your time on the water enjoyable and hassle-

free. After all, pontoon boating is a leisure activity - you 

shouldn’t have to work to relax.

2XU�ERDWV�DUH�EXLOW�ZLWK�WKH�¿QHVW�PDWHULDOV��E\�D�KDQG�

-picked team known for quality craftmanship, and 

EDFNHG�E\�WKH�PRVW�UREXVW�DQG�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�¿QDO�

¿QLVK�LQVSHFWLRQ�LQ�WKH�LQGXVWU\��:H�DUH�XVLQJ�RXU������

years of RV/marine experience, to focus on what really 

matters - you and your overall customer experience.

:H¶UH�JRLQJ�WR�FKDQJH�WKH�LQGXVWU\��:H¶G�EH�KRQRUHG�

to welcome you into the Barletta Pontoon Boat Family. 

&RPLQJ�WR�D�ERDW�VKRZ�QHDU�\RX��������

WE’RE THE PONTOON BOAT 

COMPANY YOU’VE BEEN 

WAITING FOR.

BARLETTAPONTOONBOATS.COM

QUALITY, COMFORT, AND VALUE... 

WITHOUT THE HASSLE. GUARANTEED.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.5  4.0  0.8  4.3  5.0  195.5  225.0  0  50 

1500  4.9  5.6  1.4  3.5  4.0  156.4  180.0  1  61 

2000  6.8  7.8  2.4  2.8  3.3  127.1  146.3  1  63 

2500  10.1  11.6  3.2  3.2  3.6  141.8  163.1  2  67 

3000  14.2  16.3  4.4  3.2  3.7  144.9  166.7  1  71

3500  18.3  21.1  6.7  2.7  3.1  123.1  141.7  1  74 

4000  23.1  26.6  8.0  2.9  3.3  130.0  149.6  1  79 

4500  27.9  32.1  11.3  2.5  2.8  111.1  127.8  1  82 

5000  30.2  34.8  12.7  2.4  2.7  107.2  123.3  1  89 

5500  33.8  38.9  15.5  2.2  2.5  98.1  112.9  1  89 

6000  36.8  42.3  18.7  2.0  2.3  88.5  101.8  1  91 

6500  39.8  45.8  24.6  1.6  1.9  72.8  83.8  1  94 

6600  41.2  47.4  27.1  1.5  1.7  5.5  78.7  1  95      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
XWakeboard tower with Bimini and 

board racks adds rakish look and 

plenty of fun.

X Mercury’s 250 hp outboard is 

exciting, but many pontooners 

will be pleased at 30 mph with a 

150 outboard.

X Powder-coated side rails are 

elegant and highly corrosion-

resistant.

Specs
· LOA: 23'7" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 3,042 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 14/1,608 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 50 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury Verado 250

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Enertia 15" 

3-blade

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 28 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 $70,344 (with wake tower, 

Polk speakers and racks; does 

not include optional trailer)

LOWE

Retreat 230 RFL

chest, the triple 25-inch-diameter tubes 

on the model we tested will tame rough 

water and return a soft ride on the padded 

vinyl deck. Lifting strakes help it climb on 

top, surfi ng over the slop with ease, and we 

appreciated the rattleless way it took the 

waves, allowing us to hear the shush of the 

water rushing under the tubes. 

You’ll look cool in the Retreat, espe-

cially sitting on your reclining lounge 

chair behind the wood-tone wheel and the 

array of precision engine gauges and LED-

lighted toggle switches. 

Yep, the Retreat is well-named 

for its intended purpose, but when 

our team grabbed the throttles, we 

yelled “Charge!”

When we slapped the throttle down and 

the engine pushed us back in our reclin-

ing captain’s chair, we grinned wryly at 

this pontoon’s name. At 47.4 mph, this 

was a high-voltage thrill, not a retreat! 

But there’s a more sedate meaning to 

that name as we sampled 

the comfort of every lounge 

and wraparound seat and 

pressed our toes against 

the padded sea-weave fl oor-

ing. This was a pontoon 

designed  to  recreate, relax 

and unwind ourselves for 

 Monday’s battles.

With a powder-coated 

wakeboard tower sporting 

powerful speakers and an am-

plifi ed Polk audio system with 

a subwoofer pumping tunes, 

kids will be rocking to the mu-

sic and rolling on the waves be-

hind the boat on wakeboards.

Nobody said a retreat had to be stately.

But this one sure is luxurious. The 

vinyl seats are thickly padded with mul-

tidensity foam that cradles the body 

in softness, but the seats won’t bottom 

out in rough water, so the ride is always 

 secure and comfortable. The upholstery 

itself feels buttery like fi ne leather, but 

it’s water- and mildew-resistant vinyl, 

and you can have it in the latest shade 

of gray or a warmer-looking tan. Either 

color will complement the black or white 

 exterior. Choose white if you want, but 

our test crew leaned toward the more 

menacing black to back up the excitement 

of the tower and stereo.

While the stereo may thump in your 
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Lebanon, Missouri; 417-532-9101; loweboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Retreat 230 

RFL, scan this 

tag or visit boating

mag.com/

bbg18/lowe

retreat230rfl .
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GLASTRON.COM

© 2017, Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved.  ®/TM signifi es trademarks of Glastron, LLC, its affi  liates or suppliers.

We are proud to introduce the GTD Series: revolutionary deck boat with that fun, do-

it-all attitude Glastron is known for. Bring your friends and bring your friends' friends. 

Just be sure to stock up on enough sunscreen.  Learn more at Glastron.com

Jan 1 – Mar 31, 2018

GTD SERIES
ALL-NEW

DECK BOATS

SALES 
CELEBRATION

YEARS

60

M A K E  I T  A  G L A S T R O N  S U M M E R

ENDLESS UTILIT Y

The GTD has 3 available cockpit/

windshield confi gurations



SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.6  4.2  0.5  7.3  8.4  191  219  0  60 

1500  4.8  5.5  1.1  4.3  5.0  113  131  1  65 

2000  6.8  7.8  1.8  3.7  4.3  97  111  2  67 

2500  9.1  10.5  2.9  3.2  3.7  83  96  2  69 

3000  11.2  12.9  4.5  2.5  2.9  65  75  1  70 

3500  14.7  16.9  6.2  2.4  2.7  62  71  1  77 

4000  16.9  19.5  7.6  2.2  2.6  58  67  1  78 

4500  24.3  28.0  9.0  2.7  3.1  70  81  1  79 

5000  27.8  32.0  11.2  2.5  2.9  65  75  1  83 

5500  29.6  34.1  13.8  2.1  2.5  56  64  1  85      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Plenty of seating to recline and 

relax yet with enough interior room 

to move about easily.

X Double-bolted hat-channel 

aluminum crossbeam results in a 

super-strong and durable frame.

XWood-free construction means this 

boat is rot-free for life.

Specs
· LOA: 23'3" · BEAM: 8'5" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 2,450 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 10/1,310 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 29 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Evinrude E-Tec 135 H.O. 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Tempest Plus 155/ 8" x 13" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 29 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 450 lb.

Price

$59,689  (as tested)

AVALON  

2385 Catalina RL

lets you unwind or get wound up, depend-

ing on the choice of music. 

At the helm, we found a GPS speedo-

meter, tach, voltmeter and fuel gauges. The 

black soft-grip steering wheel connected us 

via the SeaStar Solutions hydraulic steer-

ing system to an Evinrude E-Tec 135 H.O. 

outboard. Splash fi ns on the nose cones of 

the two 25-inch pontoon logs knock down 

spray for a dry ride. The 135 hp  Evinrude 

 E-Tec outboard powered our boat to 

 slightly over 34 mph, which seemed  plenty 

spry given a full tank of fuel and 450 

pounds of crew on board. Also, remember 

that this boat is all about relaxing, and 

that’s what family and friends will remem-

ber most after spending an enjoyable and 

entertaining day on the lake aboard the 

Avalon 2385 Catalina RL. 

For most boaters, pontoons are all about 

relaxing on the water. Well, no other  model 

exemplifi es this philosophy better than 

the Avalon 2385 Catalina RL. The interior 

invites you to step aboard, recline, unwind 

and soak up the sun in a quiet cove or raft 

up with fellow ’tooners for an afternoon. 

Our test boat featured a layout that 

was symmetrical, stylish and comfy, with 

twin loungers forward, twin reclining sus-

pension bucket seats amidships and twin 

rear-facing loungers in the rear. There’s 

plenty of open space down the center to 

traverse bow to stern, whether it’s to ac-

cess the swim platforms aft or pluck an 

icy beverage from the cooler under the 

 fi berglass helm console.

The seats and lounges are crafted 

from Matrix 50-ounce soft-touch vinyl 

for a buttery-smooth feel. Loungers fea-

ture sturdy aluminum frames, while the 

 swiveling, adjustable bucket seats off er 

fold-down armrests. A pop-up privacy 

curtain unfurls from the  port lounger. 

Flow-through ventilation is  integrated 

into the seating systems to help keep 

moisture from accumulating and creating 

 mildew. A pedestal table sets up between 

the forward loungers. 

Underneath it all, double-bolted hat-

channel aluminum-crossbeam  construction 

results in a rock-solid frame between the 

two outside logs and three-quarter-length 

center tube. Heavy-duty polished alumi-

num corners and a 3-inch rub rail with 

black rubber insert protect against the 

 occasional “whoops” at the dock. Rakish 

exterior lines give the appearance of veloc-

ity, even when sitting still. A four-speaker, 

Bluetooth-enabled Infi nity stereo system 
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Alma, Michigan; 800-334-2913; avalonpontoons.com
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© 2018 American Honda Motor Co., Inc. Always wear a personal flotation device while boating and read your owner’s manual. All Honda outboards meet EPA and CARB emission levels.

For destinations found on a map, or ones that are simply a state of mind, trust a reliable 
Honda outboard to get you there. And back. Find out more at marine.honda.com.



SEE THE 

VIDEO

High Points
X Four loungers and a reclining 

captain’s chair provide plenty of 

opportunities to kick back 

and relax. 

X Our test boat’s tri-toon offered 

V-hull-like handling and pleasing 

turn of speed with a 200 hp 

Honda outboard.

X Abundant stowage resides under 

all of the lounge seats and the 

helm console. 

Specs

· LOA: 22'0" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 1,690 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 13/2,500 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 30 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Honda BF200 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Vengeance 14" x 19" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.86:1

FUEL LOAD: 15 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 450 lb.

Price

$64,900 ( as tested)

HAMPTON  

2285 SE
loungers to ensure you always have a 

 beverage handy.

At the helm is a captain’s chair with 

fold-down armrests. When you’re not un-

derway, you can swivel the chair to join 

the festivities or recline it to take a re-

laxing catnap. In the bow, a pair of facing 

loungers (4 feet long on the port side and 

5 feet long on the starboard-side) invite 

crew members to kick back and soak up 

the sun, or enjoy a snack using the pedestal 

table that secures into a fl ush base in the 

forward deck. You’ll fi nd storage under all 

of the lounges.

The sleek fi berglass console on our 

test boat sported hydraulic steering, an 

in-dash compass, and a full complement 

of gauges. A Simrad GO5 chart plotter/

fi sh fi nder helps guide the way and warn of 

shallow water. A four-speaker, Bluetooth-

enabled Infi nity stereo helps keep every-

one entertained. 

A special touch aboard our test boat 

was an RGB LED controller that lets you 

adjust the courtesy lights in a rainbow of 

colors to suit your mood. The system will 

even automatically rotate the colors.

The Hampton line of pontoon boats has an 

advantage over other brands. It hails from 

storied builder PlayCraft, of which owner 

Jim Dorris and his sons continue to per-

fect the performance side of pontooning. 

While a Hampton might not achieve the 

same eye-watering speeds of its PlayCraft 

sister ships, we could feel the pedigree 

from behind the tilt-and-lock wheel of the 

Hampton 2285 SE tri-toon. 

The tri-toon hull design 

took full advantage of the 

200 hp Honda outboard on 

our test boat. The Hampton 

2285 SE vaulted out of the 

hole and achieved a pleasing 

turn of speed. Our test boat 

also proved nimble, carving 

turns in V-hull-like fashion, 

banking nicely during lateral 

acceleration.

We could also see the 

heritage in features like the 

patented staircase boarding 

system built into the aft end 

of the starboard tube. Combined with a 

three-step fold-down boarding ladder, it is 

the easiest reboarding system in the pon-

toon market. The aft swim platform on our 

test boat included a beefy stainless-steel 

ski-tow arch over the Honda outboard for 

enjoying watersports such as water skiing 

and tubing.

Attractive woven-vinyl fl ooring pro-

vides traction when wet. It’s easy to clean 

and adds a stylish touch that complements 

the 2285 SE’s plush two-tone upholstery 

and classy lines. In the aft interior, we 

found an inviting 7-foot-long lounge on 

the port side and a 4-foot-long lounge 

to starboard. A gate leads to the swim 

platform that spans the transom. Mov-

able drink holders slide into the crease 

between the backrest and seat on the 
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Richland, Missouri; 572-765-3265; hamptonpontoons.com

To see our video 

review of the 

2285 SE, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

hampton2285.
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Office Phone: 519.986.1203  |  Toll free: 1.866.251.3280

rossiterboats.com  |  info@rossiterboats.com

THE TIDES THAT BIND
IN A BUSY WORLD, ROSSITER HELPS YOU GET AWAY FROM IT ALL.

ROSSITER 14
SIDE CONSOLE

ROSSITER 23
CLASSIC DAY BOAT

ROSSITER 17
CENTER CONSOLE

ROSSITER 17
RUNABOUT

ROSSITER 20
COASTAL CRUISER

Nothing brings a family closer than spending time on the water together. Meet the Rossiter 

family of boats. With over forty years of producing sleek, streamlined boats, Rossiter has 

evolved into one of the leading manufacturers of fully composite, luxury powerboats. Rossiter’s 

unrivaled quality and craftsmanship combine the pinnacle of style and performance while looking 

and acting like nothing else on the water. 
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.56  4.10  0.90  3.96  4.56  76  88  0  55 

1500  4.69  5.40  1.10  4.27  4.91  82  95  0  65 

2000  6.86  7.90  1.90  3.61  4.16  70  80  2  67 

2500  9.30  10.70  2.20  4.23  4.86  81  94  2  70 

3000  13.90  16.00  5.20  2.67  3.08  51  59  2  70 

3500  17.38  20.00  5.00  3.48  4.00  67  77  2  76 

4000  21.03  24.20  6.80  3.09  3.56  60  69  2  79 

4500  26.68  30.70  10.80  2.47  2.84  48  55  1  87 

5000  29.55  34.00  10.10  2.93  3.37  56  65  1  87 

5500  33.11  38.10  15.30  2.16  2.49  42  48  1  88 

5600  33.89  39.00  15.70  2.16  2.48  42  48  1  90     

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Bennington’s Saltwater Series pro-

tection includes sacrifi cial anodes 

and sealed ends on each keel that 

thwart corrosion for boaters in 

coastal environments. 

X Standard sea-grass fl ooring 

continues the upscale look while 

proving more durable and easier to 

maintain than carpet. 

X All-in-one Kicker KMC1 stereo 

system provides the tunes; the 

Bimini top offers 8 feet 6 inches of 

headroom and extends a full 

10 feet, offering plenty of shade 

for occupants. 

Specs
· LOA: 21'11.5" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 2,504 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 12/1,624 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 21.4 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha F150

PROP: Yamaha Reliance 14.25" x 17" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 15 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 315 lb.

Price

$46,219 (with test power/

Sport Performance System)

BENNINGTON

21 SLX Premium

angle when climbing aboard after a dip or 

a tow session. 

Bennington’s Sport Performance Sys-

tem combines a trio of full-length  25-inch 

pontoons with lifting strakes on  the cen-

ter tube and performance foils on the 

inside of each outer log, along with an 

underdeck wave shield, solid round keels, 

and for the driver, the benefi ts of SeaStar 

hydraulic steering. The combination pro-

duced a gentle inside lean while swooping 

through turns and, with our test boat’s 

Yamaha 150, a top speed of 39 mph. At 

slower speeds, the 21 SLX Premium held 

plane at 16.8 mph and 3,000 rpm, which 

captain and crew will appreciate if con-

fronted with a wind chop or one generated 

by heavy boat traffi  c on the weekend.

Bennington has a knack for making even 

lower-priced models look decidedly posh 

and upscale. For instance, step aboard the 

21 SLX Premium and your eye is imme-

diately drawn to the stylized radius bow 

lounges with their designer-infl uenced 

two-tone color scheme and 

fabriclike Simtex vinyl, the 

latter a choice that won’t feel 

sticky on hot summer after-

noons. Large lumbar cutouts 

sport contrasting shades 

in a chic diamond pattern. 

Pillow-top back cushions in-

vite you to settle in for the 

ride. Aft, fi nd the same rich 

treatment on the L-shaped 

lounge, sun pad and helm 

seat. Even the fi berglass helm 

blended seamlessly into our 

test boat’s driftwood color 

scheme. Combined with an 

optional blackout package 

that wraps all exterior aluminum above 

the waterline in matte black, the result is 

one classy pontoon.

Details stand out. Take a look at how 

the brushed-fi nish dash panels reveal no 

exposed fasteners. Dual dash nooks, the 

perfect spot for a phone and a set of keys, 

feature nonslip as well as drains to avoid 

puddling. The cockpit table is trapezoidal 

in shape to ease traffi  c fl ow around it. The 

curtain for the optional pop-up changing 

room hidden below the sun pad widens 

toward the bottom and even snaps to the 

exterior frame so as not to either expose 

or entangle the occupant on a windy day. 

Even the boarding ladder shows thought, 

swooping in an S pattern to off er a gentler 
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Elkhart, Indiana; 888-906-2628; benningtonmarine.com

To see our video 

review of the 21 

SLX Premium, 

scan this tag or 

visit boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

bennington21slx

premium.
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Imagine a luxury towboat that surpasses your highest 

expectations with muscular high performance and 

refined luxury. Then consider it’s also the most 

technologically advanced towboat to ever hit the water. 

Meet the all-new 2018 Supra SL. Tell a bigger story.

S L
4 0 0

4 4 0

5 7 5

Build your Supra today   |   Supraboats.com

Skier’s Choice encourages all boating participants to learn and follow safe boating practices. There are risks associated with boating and water sports activities. Be mindful of the risks, familiarize yourself with the environment, know your limits, 

and conduct yourself accordingly. Read your Owner’s Manual and comply with all warnings. For additional safety information, please visit the US Coast Guard Auxiliary at www.cgauxed.org or the Water Sports Industry Association at www.wsia.net.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.5  4.0  0.5  7.0  8.0  150.2  172.8  0  62 

1500  4.6  5.3  0.9  5.1  5.9  110.5  127.2  0  64 

2000  5.8  6.7  1.2  4.9  5.6  104.8  120.6  0  65 

2500  7.3  8.4  1.8  4.1  4.7  87.6  100.8  1  73 

3000  10.6  12.2  2.3  4.6  5.3  99.6  114.6  1  74 

3500  13.3  15.3  3.1  4.3  4.9  92.6  106.6  1  78 

4000  15.1  17.4  4.1  3.7  4.2  79.7  91.7  1  79 

4500  18.1  20.8  6.2  2.9  3.4  63.0  72.5  2  81 

5000  20.1  23.1  7.1  2.8  3.3  61.1  70.3  2  82 

5500  22.9  26.4  9.6  2.4  2.8  51.6  59.4  2  83 

5800  26.1  30.0  10.7  2.4  2.8  52.6  60.6  2  84      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Two fi shing chairs, a trolling motor, 

livewell and tackle center make 

this an ideal fi sh ’toon.

X Aft wraparound lounges appeal to 

the non-anglers in the family.

X Outstanding fuel effi ciency means 

this boat won’t tax your credit card 

at the fuel dock.

Specs
· LOA: 21'4" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 1,895 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 10/1,488 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 24 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury 115 FourStroke 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/13.8" x 13" 

4-blade aluminum

GEAR RATIO: 2.07:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 $37,025 (as tested)

LOWE  

SF212 W 

 resides a tremendous amount of stowage. 

You can also set up a snack table between 

the loungers. 

Want to take a dip? Check out the aft 

swim platform spanning the beam with a 

fold-up aluminum boarding ladder in the 

starboard quarter that makes it a cinch to 

climb back aboard. On those hot, sultry 

days, put up the standard Bimini top for 

some shade relief.

Powered by a Mercury 115 FourStroke 

outboard, our twin-tube test boat planed 

in just 2.5 seconds and reached 20 mph 

in 5.5 seconds. Our top speed was a sedate 

30 mph at 5,800 rpm. We loved the fuel ef-

fi ciency. At 3,500 rpm and 15.3 mph, the 

SF212 W achieved nearly 5 mpg during our 

day of testing. 

Young families who fi sh together will 

gravitate to the Lowe SF212 W. It’s the 

ideal pontoon boat for spending quality 

time and fi lling the stringer with bluegill, 

catfi sh, crappie, perch, trout and walleye. 

When everyone tires of fi shing, you can 

kick back, have a snack, pop open a re-

freshing beverage, and soak 

up the warmth of a summer 

day afl oat.

Our test boat included a 

Lowrance Hook 5 fi sh fi nder/

chart plotter at the fi berglass-

reinforced acrylic helm, plus 

a full complement of  gauges 

to monitor your engine 

and speed. A foot-operated 

 MotorGuide electric trolling 

motor on the bow positions 

the SF212 W on the edges of 

productive weed beds, lily 

pads or rock piles. A special 

compartment in the port bow 

secures the trolling-motor batteries. A 

13-gallon aerated livewell forward of the 

helm console keeps live bait frisky, just 

what you need to tempt a wary walleye. 

A pair of comfy swiveling pedestal 

seats, each with fold-down armrests, let 

the kids or gramps take a load off  while 

waiting for a bite in the bow. A locker in 

the starboard bow secures rods and  tackle. 

Vinyl mat fl ooring makes cleanup easy 

should the young’uns spill a box of night 

crawlers on the deck. 

Amidships, we found a pair of richly 

upholstered captain’s chairs that recline, 

swivel, and off er fold-down armrests. Aft 

quarters feature a pair of loungers that 

wrap you in luxury. Within the bases 
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Lebanon, Missouri; 800-641-4372; loweboats.com

To see our video 

review of the 

SF212 W, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

lowesf212w.
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A
FISHING

A startling bend in the rod coupled with a reel handle that can’t be turned, followed by 

the whirring song of a fish peeling off line against the drag comprises the quintessential 

 essence of fishing. Add in inky-smooth water as you hurry into the rising sun toward a 

new day’s angling adventure aboard the boat of your choice and the dream is complete 

— and the right boat can make it happen. To help you get there, we’ve brought a fleet of 

fishing boats to your attention in this year’s Boat Buyers Guide. On these pages, you’ll 

discover boats made from aluminum or fiberglass and models intended for salt or fresh 

water. Fish on!
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130 SCOUT 355 LXF

131 FOUNTAIN 34 CC

132 BELZONA 327 Walk Around

133 REGULATOR 28FS

134 WELLCRAFT 302 FISHERMAN

135 ROBALO R302

136 COBIA 280 DC

138 NAUTICSTAR 265 XTS

140 SEA CHASER 26 LX

142 EVERGLADES 253 CC

144 BOSTON WHALER

 240 Dauntless Pro

146 BLACKFIN 242 CC

147 STINGRAY 236 CC

148 GRADY-WHITE

 FREEDOM 215 Dual Console

149 YAMAHA 210 FSH Sport

150 RANGER Z520L Comanche

151 BASS CAT Lynx

152 RANGER 2050MS Reata

153 BASS CAT Pantera Classic

154 PRINCECRAFT Platinum 

 SE 186

156 RANGER VS1670 WT

THIS FOUNTAIN 
34 CC is built on 
the classic Fountain 
racing hull. With a 
step to increase
effi ciency and attitude, 
this boat can fl y to 
the fi shing grounds.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.9  6.8  3.9  1.5  1.7  422.7  486.5  1  69 

1500  8.2  9.4  6.8  1.2  1.4  335.1  385.7  0  74 

2000  9.7  11.2  12.0  0.8  0.9  226.3  260.4  3  76 

2500  13.1  15.1  19.4  0.7  0.8  188.7  217.2  4  82 

3000  24.2  27.8  22.4  1.1  1.2  300.9  346.3  5  86 

3500  31.3  36.0  27.2  1.2  1.3  320.9  369.3  3  88 

4000  37.1  42.7  44.8  0.8  1.0  231.1  265.9  2  91 

4500  41.6  47.9  44.8  0.9  1.1  259.2  298.3  1  91 

5000  45.9  52.8  56.7  0.8  0.9  225.8  259.8  0  95 

5500  51.0  58.7  69.0  0.7  0.9  206.3  237.4  0  97 

5900  54.4  62.6  80.7  0.7  0.8  188.1  216.4  0  98      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Garmin fi sheye bow camera, 

operated from the touchscreen 

dash, is a great new feature that 

makes anchoring easier and even 

bow-high, low-planing speed-

running safer.

X Console and helm station have 

innovative features such as air 

conditioning, heated seats, a rear 

seat back that forms a cooking 

table, a touchscreen dash with 

push-button fail-safe backups, and 

highly engineered door seals and 

hardware to ensure long life.

Specs
· LOA: 34'11" · BEAM: 10'9" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 9,800 lb. (without engines) 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht 

Certifi ed · FUEL CAPACITY: 310 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINES: Triple 300 hp Yamaha F300 

outboards

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/15" x 21" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 115 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 600 lb.

Price

$394,882  (base MSRP)

SCOUT

355 LXF

to nearly 70 mph in the chopped-up and 

wind-driven Charleston harbor, with-

out breathing hard. The double-stepped 

22-degree deadrise V-hull never gave pause 

or a hard thump, despite the thrasher-

size tug wakes we crossed at speed. 

Hard-over turns produced a satisfying 

carve with no surprises. The fi t and fi n-

ish of the vacuum-infused hull and deck 

were also no surprise, a level of quality 

that’s standard fare with Scout. Prospec-

tive owners know what they want, having 

owned many boats — and usually a few 

Scouts — before perusing boats like the 

355. With that in mind, it’s good to expect 

that the surprises are pleasant ones and 

come in the form of new innovations and 

refi ned amenities.

It’s clear that Scout focuses on above-the-

cut luxury as staples, and this 355 LXF is 

no exception.

Scout brass redesigned the 350 LXF 

from the stringers up to accommodate the 

much-demanded Seakeeper gyrostabi-

lizer. The new stringer grid, transom and 

inner liner join with a redesigned console 

and leaning post. A repositioned fuel tank 

and batteries maintain balance. The  result 

is assured comfort in rough water.     

 Anglers and divers will love the robust 

portside boarding door with built-in lad-

der. Astern, the triple outboards are rigged 

with typical Scout precision and detail 

(translation: no loose anything anywhere, 

and clean rigging means easy access and 

service). Scout upgraded the electrical 

systems; our tester ran the entire day on 

12-volt DC power thanks to the added 

 triple AGM batteries. Solar panels in-

corporated into the T-top help keep the 

 system purring even when amperage draw 

is high. With all the accessories running, 

it’s great to know you won’t run out of juice 

before getting back on shore power.

The wider console accommodates 

three across at the helm. Down under, 

there’s room and amenities for a couple to 

overnight — and remember, it’s a center 

console, not an express cruiser. Notably, 

with everything running, it’s super-quiet; 

the well-designed door and hatch seals 

ensure that. Astern, there’s enough room 

for everyone to fi ght fi sh without stepping 

on each other. The bow section accommo-

dates sun-seekers with a forward body-

contoured lounger and cocktail area with 

retractable table.

Triple outboards powered the 355 
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Summerville, South Carolina; 843-821-0068; scoutboats.com
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High Points
X Includes dual livewells and 

effi cient high-speed pickups 

designed for step hulls.

X Recessed grab rails from helm to 

bow, port to starboard add security 

without snagging tackle.

X Hardtop is designed to receive your 

brand of outrigger mounts.

Specs
· LOA: 34'0" · BEAM: 9'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 10,000 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 418 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Dual Mercury Verados 350 hp

DRIVE/PROP: Mercury Enertia Eco 19" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 200 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 $340,000 (as tested)

FOUNTAIN

34 CC

 purpose. Forward, the casting deck forms 

a 180-degree wraparound lounge with 

thick bolsters for backrests. In fact, the 

bolsters stretch from stem to stern, beam 

to beam. Like the aft seat cushions, you 

can stow the bow cushions for gritty fi sh-

ing action — go ahead, bloody the decks. 

If you’re going to the fi shing spot and go-

ing fast, leave them ashore to lighten the 

load and harden your fi shing 

platform. Gunwale and shot-

gun rod holders abound, and 

hardtop rocket launchers plus 

undergunwale storage keep 

extra rods handy. Lockers in 

the deck and under the seats 

have lockable latches. Rigging 

is made easy with dedicated 

tackle storage in the console 

sides, and fi sh boxes are huge 

with pumps to drain them.

 We’re glad Reggie’s 

back with Fountain fi shers. 

We’re not so sure about the 

 competition.

If you know anything about  powerboats, 

you know this name: Reggie  Fountain. 

What you may not know is this 

champion race-boat-driver-turned-per-

formance-boatbuilder sold more center 

console  fi shing boats in his Fountain 

Powerboats heyday than long-nose go-

fast boats.  Except the fi shing boats were 

hair-on-fi re fast, built on Fountain’s top 

racing bottoms. 

The 34 CC we tested clocked 62 mph on 

dual 350 Verado outboards. The step hull 

made the most of the horsepower, but the 

Fountain design stuck tight in turns, de-

fying the nasty rap some step hulls get for 

sliding out and swapping ends. We think 

the 34 CC built today is better than the 

best in earlier production runs because 

wood stringers and transoms are things 

of the past in Fountain Powerboats. Com-

posite construction is lighter and won’t 

rot, guaranteed.

Fountain has the same great and 

timeless style lines that boat enthusiasts 

admire, and they are as good today as ever 

because the Fountain hull design was 

ahead of its time from its inception.

The helm was doubly protected, fi rst by 

a beautiful hardtop with stereo speakers 

and storage boxes above, plus LED lights 

to put a glow on the deck at night. Even the 

cup holders have LED courtesy lights. The 

dash is performance black to fi ght glare, 

and storage compartments atop will keep 

phones secure.

Our test boat was tricked out with con-

vertible aft seats over the livewell with 

a bolster back set in the transom. For 

fi shing, cushions and seat backs can be 

stowed, and the cockpit opens up like the 

tournament-ready boat it is. 

A dual seat on the front of the con-

sole has a cooler beneath it, doubling its 
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Washington, North Carolina; 252-975-2000; fountainpowerboats.com

To watch our 

video of the 

34 CC, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

fountain34cc.

CFISHINGBOAT BUYERS GUIDE

CERTIFIED

TEST 

RESULTS

 B O AT  B U Y E R S  G U I D E  2 0 1 8   |  1 3 1  |   B O AT I N G M A G . C O M

P
H

O
T

O
: 



SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.65  6.50  1.90  2.97  3.42  696  801  1  62 

1500  6.95  8.00  1.20  5.79  6.67  1356  1560  1  63 

2000  7.47  8.60  2.40  3.11  3.58  729  839  2  68 

2500  10.51  12.10  11.30  0.93  1.07  218  251  3  71 

3000  11.64  13.40  16.10  0.72  0.83  169  195  5  72 

3500  18.25  21.00  22.30  0.82  0.94  191  220  6  74 

4000  23.72  27.30  28.20  0.84  0.97  197  227  4  75 

4500  26.85  30.90  34.60  0.78  0.89  182  209  4  77 

5000  35.19  40.50  47.10  0.75  0.86  175  201  3  80 

5500  37.37  43.00  50.00  0.75  0.86  175  201  3  81 

6000  40.84  47.00  58.40  0.70  0.80  164  188  3  85      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Available with fi shing, cruising or 

adventure packages.

X Sliding dive doors on both sides of 

the cockpit are a true innovation.

X Forward-raked full windshield 

provides excellent protection from 

the elements at the helm.

X Gunwales on the bow walk-around 

area are wide enough to sit on.

X Impressive hardtop is supported 

aft by a fi berglass beam built into 

the leaning post.

Specs
· LOA: 32'6" · DRAFT (MAX): 3'0" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 12,500 lb. (approx.) 

· SEAT/WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht 

Certifi ed · FUEL CAPACITY: 260 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin 300 hp Mercury Verado 

FourStrokes 

DRIVE/PROPS: Outboard/151/4"  x 19" 

4-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 100 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 380 lb.

Price

$310,071 ( with test power)

BELZONA

327 Walk Around

bench increases creature comforts yet 

conveniently folds out of the way when it’s 

time to wet a line.

In the cabin belowdecks, there is a gal-

ley with a Corian counter, cherry-wood 

cabinets, and a V-berth that doubles as a 

dinette. The head is a highlight; it features 

a VacuFlush toilet and a separate shower 

stall behind a bi-fold door. The overhead 

port and three fi xed windows per side 

permit ample natural light that prevents 

 feelings of claustrophobia.

Normally, such a cabin prevents much 

usability on the bow deck, but this boat 

sports a deep and wide walkway around 

the crown that makes for safe passage 

whether tanning on the sun pad, handling 

the anchor or lines, or fi ghting a fi sh.

The Belzona 327 Walk Around has one 

of best setups for walking around that 

you’ll fi nd on this type of boat. Besides 

that, it sports some of the most innovative 

 features you’ll fi nd on any type of recre-

ational boat, period. Whether you want to 

fi sh, cruise, dive or do all of the above, the 

327 Walk Around has you covered.

Starting with its original 325 console 

and carrying into the 327 Walk Around, 

Belzona builds cockpit dive doors into 

each gunwale that slide aft on a stainless-

steel trolley system mounted on a self-

lubricating track. The system works 

 eff ortlessly and looks seamless enough so 

that, if you weren’t looking for them, you 

might not notice. While these doors were 

conceived with divers in mind, it should 

be noted that Belzona built them to open 

wide enough to accommodate wheelchair 

entry from a dock. While they were closed 

and latched during testing, they did not 

rattle or leak during extreme  maneuvers 

such as hard-over turns or crossing 

 doubled-up wakes at speed, nor while 

taking on abeam seas at rest. The 327 

earned good perform ance marks overall, 

due in part to its  deep-V hull that sports a 

fl at lifting pad at the keel to help with lift 

and effi  ciency.

The 327 also features a forward-raked 

windshield that’s seamlessly integrated 

into the sturdy hardtop, which in turn 

is supported by a stout fi berglass beam 

that’s molded into the one-piece fi ber-

glass  leaning-post unit. The captain and 

fi rst mate have separate seats with fl ip-

up bolsters and fl ip-down footrests, and 

there’s an entertainment center built into 

the back. The cockpit’s fl ip-down transom 
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Miami Lakes, Florida; 305-512-3200; belzonamarine.com
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.65  6.50  2.50  2.26  2.60  445  512  0  62 

1500  5.82  6.70  4.40  1.32  1.52  261  300  0  64 

2000  8.60  9.90  8.00  1.08  1.24  212  244  1  65 

2500  10.73  12.35  11.70  0.92  1.06  181  208  2  73 

3000  17.12  19.70  14.00  1.22  1.41  241  277  4  74 

3500  29.98  34.50  18.50  1.62  1.86  319  368  3  78 

4000  35.71  41.10  24.20  1.48  1.70  291  335  3  79 

4500  40.49  46.60  32.10  1.26  1.45  249  286  3  81 

5000  45.71  52.60  40.80  1.12  1.29  221  254  3  82 

5500  50.31  57.90  50.30  1.00  1.15  197  227  2  83 

5800  52.40  60.30  52.50  1.00  1.15  197  226  2  84      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X The more sea time you have, the 

more you’ll appreciate this boat’s 

ride in rough water.

X Access to the bilge for service 

and maintenance of pumps and 

equipment is unparalleled. 

X Full transom ensures you get all 

the length overall implied by the 

model designation. 

Specs
· LOA: 32'6" (with bracket and engines) 

· BEAM: 9'5" · DRY WEIGHT: 8,260 lb. 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht 

Certifi ed · FUEL CAPACITY: 219 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINES: Twin 300 hp Yamaha F300

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/15" x 21" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 105 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 355 lb.

Price

$206,995  (with test power)

REGULATOR

28 

tackle you can catch or carry, in addition 

to safety gear and cruising supplies such as 

deck chairs, an infl atable tow toy or stand-

up paddleboard. Inside the console is a 

fi berglass-lined head with electric com-

mode. We liked that a porthole provides 

natural light. The wide variety of seating 

choices range from the standard transom 

bench, to several standard and optional 

leaning-post choices, to backrests for the 

forward lounge.

Proven during our test to possess rug-

ged fi shability, Regulator’s 28 also delivers 

the fl exibility to serve as a family day boat.

Courtesy of stout construction and a  deep-V 

hull designed by Lou Codega, the Regulator 

28 lived up to its reputation. During our 

test, the ocean inlet waters rose in wind-

against-tide 3- to 4-foot seas. Yet at 25 mph, 

the Regulator 28 carved through with nary 

a bang, thud or drenching spray. Abeam to 

the seas, the Regulator 28 exhibited a roll 

moment that proved very short but with 

gentle transitions. Down-sea while over-

taking waves, the bow held enough buoy-

ancy to lift up and over without shearing in 

either direction; the water the bow pushed 

curled nicely back down toward the sea.

Besides the ride, confi dence comes from 

the full transom. As opposed to the inte-

grated transom platform of other builders, 

the Regulator’s full transom means that 

it is truly 28 feet long — before measuring 

the outboard bracket. Of course, SeaStar 

 Solutions’ Optimus electronic power steer-

ing helped provide precision control too. 

While collecting data in fl at water, with 

twin 300 hp Yamaha outboards installed, 

the Regulator 28 rocketed to 60 mph and 

delivered nearly 2 mpg at 34 mph.

Regulator’s best-selling model, the 

28 boasts new upgrades for 2018, some of 

which were announced just prior to our 

going to press. These include an optional 

SureShade ATF automated cockpit boat 

shade that extends with the touch of a but-

ton or with a wireless fob ($9,395), and 

an available removable watersports tow 

bar ($995). A variety of new seating and 

new outrigger options are also available. 

Factory-installed electronics now include 

all-black fl ush-mounted facings.

A tuna door provides transom access to 

the water as much as a way to land big fi sh. 

From the transom livewell to the stowage 

in the bow, this boat packs enough insulat-

ed stowage to swallow all the bait, fi sh and 
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Edenton, North Carolina; 252-482-3837; regulatormarine.com
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  5.30  6.10  2.50  2.12  2.44  511  589  0  70 

1500  6.95  8.00  4.10  1.70  1.95  409  471  1  74 

2000  7.82  9.00  7.30  1.07  1.23  258  297  2  75 

2500  8.08  9.30  10.50  0.77  0.89  186  214  5  78 

3000  8.69  10.00  16.70  0.52  0.60  126  144  5  79 

3500  12.51  14.40  23.90  0.52  0.60  126  145  4  82 

4000  29.63  34.10  27.30  1.09  1.25  262  301  3  87 

4500  36.58  42.10  31.80  1.15  1.32  277  319  2  88 

5000  42.58  49.00  42.70  1.00  1.15  241  277  2  89 

5500  46.49  53.50  19.90  0.86  0.99  208  239  2  94 

6000  47.97  55.20  57.10  0.84  0.97  203  233  2  96 

6250  49.27  56.70  61.80  0.80  0.92  192  221  2  98      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Access to the bilge and rigging 

is easy thanks to the lift-up 

transom hatch.

X Six speakers and two subwoofers 

rocked the tunes on our test boat.

X Powered by twin 350 hp out-

boards, our test boat reached 

speeds in the high 50s.

Specs
· LOA: 30'2" · BEAM: 9'8" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 9,200 lb. (with engines)

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht 

Certifi ed · FUEL CAPACITY: 268 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin Mercury 350 Verados 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury Mirage 

Plus 143/4" x 21" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 180 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 700 lb.

Price

$182,900 (base with twin 

Mercury 350 Verados)

WELLCRAFT

302 Fisherman

 off ered over 6 feet of headroom, wood-

veneer paneling, an electric-fl ush toilet, 

skylight, sink, freshwater faucet, vanity 

and port light. Twin bucket seats at the 

helm feature fl ip-up bolsters and fold-

down armrests with two tiers of footrests 

at the base of the console. The aft side of 

the seating module on our tester featured 

two sinks with a freshwater faucet. In a 

cabinet below, we discovered a 40-quart 

cooler that slid on rails for easy access to 

drinks and provisions.  

Wellcraft’s Scarab Off shore pack-

age includes EVA foam mats on the helm 

deck, on the footrests and behind the 

horizontal rod racks under the gunwales. 

It also includes the Scarab Off shore 

hull graphics.

Wellcraft boats lay claim to a rich sport-

fi shing heritage dating back more than 

60 years. Today, the Wellcraft 302 Fisher-

man Scarab Off shore edition carries that 

heritage forward in spades.

Boasting an overall length of  slightly 

more than 30 feet, our test boat was 

loaded with angling features such as twin 

 23-gallon transom livewells, a rigging/

bait-prep transom station between the 

wells, cavernous fi sh lockers fl anking the 

aft cockpit and center console, and stowage 

for two 5-gallon buckets in a bow locker.  

An in-stem anchor chute facilitates 

wreck fi shing, while the Garmin GPSMap 

7616xsv multifunction display on our test 

boat can help you fi nd fi sh and navigate 

safely. Arched hardtop supports feature 

three rod holders on each of the aft up-

rights. There’s another fi ve across the 

back of the hardtop, and four additional 

rod holders across the transom. Lockers 

tilt out from the inwales to stow  slide-out 

tackle boxes. The 9-foot-8-inch beam 

 off ers plenty of stability for crew to work 

lines and battle fi sh. Our tester featured an 

inward-opening tuna door on the port side 

for boarding or pulling aboard a big tuna 

or swordfi sh. There’s also a transom door 

in the starboard quarter. Coaming pads 

encircle the interior to cushion your legs. 

Our 302 off ered abundant seating, in-

cluding foldout transom bench-style seats, 

a lounge seat on the forward console, and 

bow wraparound seating. A pedestal table 

also can be positioned in the bow. There’s 

beaucoup stowage underneath both the 

forward console seat and the bow seating. 

Accessed from the port side of the con-

sole, the step-down head on our  tester 
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.95  5.70  2.67  1.86  2.13  501  576  0  70 

1500  6.86  7.90  4.36  1.57  1.81  425  489  2  71 

2000  8.26  9.50  7.20  1.15  1.32  310  356  3  73 

2500  11.95  13.75  11.20  1.07  1.23  288  331  5  82 

3000  21.51  24.75  13.60  1.58  1.82  427  491  3  82 

3500  26.94  31.00  17.40  1.55  1.78  418  481  1  84 

4000  31.20  35.90  22.40  1.39  1.60  376  433  1  87 

4500  35.98  41.40  29.80  1.21  1.39  326  375  1  90 

5000  40.75  46.90  42.00  0.97  1.12  262  302  1  91 

5500  44.14  50.80  51.60  0.86  0.98  231  266  1  93 

5700  47.36  54.50  56.00  0.85  0.97  228  263  1  94      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

ROBALO 

R302 
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Nashville, Georgia; 229-686-7481; robalo.com

High Points
X At less than $154,000 with 600 hp 

and nearly 30 feet length overall, 

this center console represents 

substantial value.

X Lounge seating and a table in the 

bow will appeal to non-anglers in 

the family.

X Hinged transom seat/hatch 

offers easy access to rigging and 

the bilge. 

Specs
· LOA: 29'2" · BEAM: 10'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 8,920 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: Yacht Certifi ed 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 300 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin Yamaha F300s 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Yamaha 

Saltwater Series II 151/4" by 19" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 80 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 600 lb.

Price

$153,795 (base with twin 

Yamaha F300s)

and solid-surface countertop. Access is 

via a front entry on the center console. 

U-shaped seating in the bow doubles as 

comfy forward-facing loungers. A table 

transforms bow seating to a dining area. 

Three fi sh lockers (two 40-gallon and one 

50-gallon) reside under the bow seating. 

Powered by twin Yamaha F300 out-

boards, the R302 popped onto plane in 

4 seconds and reached 30 mph in 7.5 seconds. 

Handling proved outstanding as the Kevlar-

reinforced hull carved turns at speed with 

confi dence and predictability. In a cross sea, 

it remained pleasingly stable thanks  largely 

to the R302’s 10½-foot beam. 

With the smooth-riding, proven  deep-V 

hull of its predecessor, the new R302 fea-

tures a versatile interior designed for 

families that fi sh and boat together. The 

hardtop integrates with the console and 

leaning post/seating module. A full-height 

tempered bonded-glass windshield pro-

tects the helm, with a motorized vent at 

the top for fresh air. 

Our test boat featured twin fl at-

mounted Simrad NSS evo2 12-inch 

 multifunction displays on the 38-inch-

wide dash panel. A nook to the starboard-

side secures a cellphone, and a glove box 

on the port side opens to reveal a 12-volt 

DC power receptacle and dual USB ports. 

You can also stow items in a pair of cubbies 

atop the console.

The wheel and controls are located on 

the starboard-side to give the co-pilot a bit 

more elbow room to port. The twin helm 

seats off er individual fl ip-up bolsters and 

fold-down armrests. 

The backside of the seating module on 

our test boat featured a covered  20-gallon 

livewell and a stainless-steel prep sink 

with a freshwater shower nozzle and 

tackle stowage drawers. A 72-quart Igloo 

cooler slid out from below. 

Six gunwale rod holders, a 25-gallon 

covered livewell in the port quarter, two 

huge in-sole fi sh lockers, undergunwale 

rod racks, stainless-steel toe rails, and a 

transom door in the starboard quarter 

mean this boat is ready for angling action.

To access the neatly rigged bilge, a 

hatch lifts upward from the transom. The 

R302’s anchor locker conceals an electric 

windlass and a freshwater washdown. 

A 5-foot-wide bench-style seat fl ips up 

from the transom. The step-down head 

compartment features an electric porce-

lain marine toilet and a vanity with sink 
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.2  3.7  1.6  2.0  2.3  306.9  353.1  1  65 

1500  5.6  6.4  2.9  1.9  2.2  296.9  341.6  1  73 

2000  6.6  7.6  4.5  1.5  1.7  225.7  259.7  4  76 

2500  10.9  12.6  7.4  1.5  1.7  229.0  263.6  5  82 

3000  15.3  17.7  9.5  1.6  1.9  249.9  287.6  6  84 

3500  22.8  26.3  14.0  1.6  1.9  252.2  290.3  5  88 

4000  26.4  30.4  15.9  1.7  1.9  256.8  295.5  3  85 

4500  31.4  36.1  21.9  1.4  1.6  221.7  255.2  2  89 

5000  35.8  41.2  31.6  1.1  1.3  175.4  201.8  2  88 

5500  40.6  46.8  36.4  1.1  1.3  172.8  198.8  2  90       

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Standard hardtop can be equipped 

with an optional electric shade to 

protect the cockpit.

XWraparound windshield and wind 

dam at the walk-through can be 

closed to protect the cockpit.

X Rocket launchers on the hardtop 

superstructure keep rods handy 

but out of the way for cruising.

X Custom colors and two-tone 

hardtop colors are available.

Specs
· LOA: 27'7" · BEAM: 9'8" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 5,680 lb. · SEATING/WEIGHT 

CAPACITY:  Yacht Certifi ed · FUEL 

CAPACITY: 172 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Dual Yamaha V-6 3.3L 

outboards

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Reliance 

14.25" x 17" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 60 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

$159,591

(base with test power)

COBIA

280 DC

and all the rod storage in the hardtop. The 

livewell is ample with solid aeration, and 

fi sh boxes keep the catch iced for the table.

Dual-console fans tend to be omnivo-

rous consumers of the outdoor experience, 

so the 280’s freshwater washdown and 

bow boarding ladder will be important 

standards for chilling on the sandbar and 

rinsing down after beach volleyball. 

For long-term beauty, the DC is 

trimmed in stainless-steel rub rails, stain-

less anchor-plate protection and highly 

polished cleats. Each hinge and latch is 

also of polished stainless steel and fash-

ioned in durable weights for long life. 

Good looks, good fi shing, durable con-

struction and plush lounging are on the 

table with the 280 DC. 

Dual consoles may be the fastest-growing 

segment of saltwater fi shing boats. The 

Cobia 280 DC off ers up a platter full of 

standard features and, for the more re-

fi ned palate, a buff et of options that make 

this dual console more exciting.

Dual consoles increasingly get the nod 

from saltwater boaters because of the crea-

ture comforts they aff ord. Plenty of shade 

on this one comes from a standard hard-

top plus an optional electrically deployed 

sunshade for the aft cockpit — shade is no 

longer a scarce commodity at sea.

Add full curtains to enclose the cockpit. 

Close the wind-dam door to the bow seat-

ing area and you have the perfect medley 

of features for extended-season boating. 

Open it back up and the bow-area lounges 

allow sunbathers and casual anglers to 

coast along while the fi shing team tends 

the lines. The upholstery is plush, with 

thick padding and multiple textures and 

colors of vinyl to complement the hull 

 color scheme you select.

For all-day comfort, there is a head 

in the port console. And there’s plenty of 

dry storage in the starboard console, plus 

 access to the electronics.

An entertainment galley aft of the skip-

per’s seat can be optionally garnished with 

an electric grill and refrigerator. There is 

ample seating, including a foldaway tran-

som seat and another in the starboard 

coaming. A large cooler under the portside 

seat adds refreshment storage, and the 

hinged top pulls forward, dropping away 

from the opening to ease access. 

If you’re fi shing, and you’ll want to 

from this capable vessel, you’ll appreciate 

the standard rod holders in the gunwales 
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Fort Pierce, Florida; 877-242-4238; cobiaboats.com
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H A M P T O N  P O N T O O N S  A R E  C R A F T E D  W I T H  S T Y L E ,  

T R A D I T I O N  A N D  I N N O V A T I O N  –  M A K I N G  I T  T H E  

P E R F E C T  B O A T  F O R  A L L  O C C A S I O N S .

HamptonPontoons.com

G E T  O N  B O A R D



SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.00  4.60  1.20  3.33  3.83  222  255  0  69 

1500  5.74  6.60  2.30  2.49  2.87  166  191  1  77 

2000  7.21  8.30  3.80  1.90  2.18  126  145  3  79 

2500  10.34  11.90  6.00  1.72  1.98  115  132  5  79 

3000  13.30  15.30  11.80  1.13  1.30  75  86  6  85 

3500  20.68  23.80  9.70  2.13  2.45  142  163  3  86 

4000  26.42  30.40  12.60  2.10  2.41  140  161  3  90 

4500  33.63  38.70  16.70  2.01  2.32  134  154  3  94 

5000  37.97  43.70  20.20  1.88  2.16  125  144  2  92 

5500  45.88  52.80  26.60  1.72  1.98  115  132  2  96      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Powder-coated hardtop pipework 

stylishly integrates with the con-

sole; the windshield can remain in 

place, hinge down for ventilation, 

or be removed entirely.

X Helm boasts real estate for dual 

12-inch displays. Standards 

include Yamaha digital gauges, 

lighted stainless-steel push-button 

switches, Infi nity PRV350 stereo, 

and SeaDek-covered top with 

fl ush-mounted compass. 

X In-console head compartment 

includes gelcoat-fi nished interior 

and acrylic console door. 

 Specs
· LOA: 26'2" · BEAM: 9'0" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 4,200 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 10/1,800 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 74 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: 300 hp Yamaha F300

PROP: Yamaha Saltwater Series II 

151/4"  x 19" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 74 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 355 lb.

Price

$111,685 (with test power)

NAUTICSTAR

265 XTS

cast-net and bucket storage awaits to port. 

Three livewells/baitwells are standard-

issue, split between a  13-gallon well below 

the forward console seat, a 21-gallon well 

with transparent lid behind the leaning 

post, and a 42-gallon tub aft. The 35-quart 

cooler located below yet another casting-

deck hatch is a genuine Yeti. 

Though much of the 265 seems de-

voted to fi shy business, NauticStar hasn’t 

overlooked comfort. A trio of jump seats 

is  hidden within the aft casting deck until 

their backrests are pivoted into view. Atop 

the console livewell is another favorite spot 

with a generously padded backrest. And 

then there’s the exceptional leaning post 

with its ergonomically correct Llebroc 

seating featuring fl ip-up bolsters, folding 

armrests and a pivot-down footrest bar. 

NauticStar calls the 265 XTS a beast of a bay 

boat, ready to take the most-ardent  anglers 

to the action in safety, style and comfort. 

We say it’s ready for waters  inshore and 

off  — and most especially perfect for those 

whose fi shing takes them across large, 

open expanses of water en route to shal-

low, protected honey-hole hot spots. For 

anglers fi shing the shallows, the 265 XTS’s 

14-inch draft is ready to chase game fi sh 

into skinny water. When it comes time to 

run back home, the planing pods and air-

assist chines incorporated into the hull of 

this 4,200-pound boat promises the quick 

acceleration we experienced during our 

test. Heading outside the inlet? Forty de-

grees of deadrise at the entry neatly splits 

chop, and the boat’s beefy displacement 

provides stability and a confi dent feel. The 

latter was proven on test day as high winds 

and 3- to 4-foot waves made for absolutely 

snotty conditions. Still, the NauticStar 

265 XTS shined, in our opinion, slicing 

through a head sea with fi nesse and deliv-

ering a surprisingly soft re-entry. With a 

300 hp Yamaha outboard mounted to the 

standard 6-inch Atlas hydraulic jack plate 

(an option aboard many boats), we could 

really dial in the ride for performance. 

The 265 XTS planed in a quick 3.8 seconds 

and rocketed to a top speed that peaked at 

52.8 mph.

Standards are many, with an obvious 

slant toward the angler. Expansive casting 

decks are found both at the bow and stern. 

Rod storage is abundant, from inwales to 

forward lockers to multiple rocket launch-

ers. A generous 43-gallon fi sh box is centered 

at the bow. Ten Plano boxes are found below 

side-by-side hatches center and  starboard; 
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LOCATE YOUR NEAREST DEALER 

WITH THE DEALER LOCATOR AT 

CYPRESSCAYPONTOONS.COM OR CALL

(866) 395-3052



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.61  5.30  1.10  4.19  4.82  317  364  1  70 

1500  6.52  7.50  2.20  2.96  3.41  224  258  2  72 

2000  7.99  9.20  2.80  2.86  3.29  216  248  4  73 

2500  12.43  14.30  4.70  2.64  3.04  200  230  5  74 

3000  17.73  20.40  6.40  2.77  3.19  209  241  3  77 

3500  24.42  28.10  7.30  3.34  3.85  253  291  2  80 

4000  28.68  33.00  9.90  2.90  3.33  219  252  2  82 

4500  32.07  36.90  13.40  2.39  2.75  181  208  2  84 

5000  35.80  41.20  16.80  2.13  2.45  161  185  2  85 

5500  39.80  45.80  21.00  1.90  2.18  143  165  1  87 

6050  42.58  49.00  22.50  1.89  2.18  143  165  1  89      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Fore and aft built-in livewells 

ensure bait is always in reach of 

any angler.

X Lockable rod lockers in the 

foredeck keep your gear secure at 

the dock.

X Jump seats for three passengers 

fl ip up out of the aft casting deck.

X Swim step to port of the engine 

makes for easy reboarding after 

a swim.

Specs
· LOA: 25'11" · BEAM: 8'7" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,432 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 12/3,247 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 84 gal.

How We Tested 

ENGINE: Suzuki DF250

PROP: 16" x 181/2" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.29:1

FUEL LOAD: 35 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

$37,695 (without power)

SEA CHASER

26 LX

recessed position, so you won’t have to 

worry about snagging one while fi shing, 

a welcome sight for fl y-fi shing and light-

tackle enthusiasts.

The aft casting platform lifts up on 

struts to reveal incredibly easy access 

to the bilge area, a handy feature that all 

boat owners will appreciate when it’s time 

to conduct routine maintenance tasks. 

When it’s family time, fl ip up the aft jump 

seats that seat three across, held up with 

compression hinges. A cushioned bench 

seats two passengers in front of the con-

sole. A cooler hides under the leaning post 

for ice, food and beverages. Anchor up or 

beach the boat for a swim, and you can eas-

ily reboard via the aft swim step to port of 

the engine. 

Carolina Skiff ’s fi rst mission is to get 

 people fi shing. But there are days when not 

everyone in the family wants to wet a line. 

On those days, you need a boat that can en-

tertain the crew. Enter the Sea Chaser 26 

LX, a center console bay boat that can get 

after the fi sh yet also keep the family com-

fortable while just having fun 

on the water.

Thanks in part to its 

stepped hull that helps break 

the water’s resistance to in-

crease effi  ciency, the Sea 

Chaser 26 LX put up impres-

sive performance numbers. 

While it’s rated to handle 350 

horses, our test model did 

just fi ne with a Suzuki DF250 

outboard on the transom. 

From an idle stop, it reached 

30  mph in a mere 6.3  sec-

onds en route to a near-50 

mph top-end speed. Plus, at 

 optimal cruising speed (28.1 mph at 3,500 

rpm), it achieved a burn rate of 3.85 mpg.

Don’t forget about this boat’s core 

 mission: The 26 LX is well-equipped for 

fi shing, with a 25-gallon livewell built into 

the forward casting deck in addition to the 

one in the aft deck, so anglers will have 

live-bait access front to back. The  foredeck 

off ers two built-in lockable rod lockers 

for your quiver and comes pre-rigged to 

mount a 36-volt trolling motor. There are 

also inwale rod racks that hold three rods 

per side, along with coaming bolsters that 

wrap around the boat. The optional T-top 

has four rod holders, and there are eight 

stainless-steel rod holders in the gun-

wale topsides. All cleats fl ip down into a 
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Waycross, Georgia; 800-422-7282; carolinaskiff.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the 26 LX, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag.

com/bbg18/

seachaser26lx.
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SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.34  5.00  1.30  3.34  3.85  857  987  1  71 

1500  6.08  7.00  2.30  2.64  3.04  678  781  2  76 

2000  7.43  8.55  3.80  1.96  2.25  502  577  4  81 

2500  8.39  9.65  5.70  1.47  1.69  377  434  7  84 

3000  12.38  14.25  7.50  1.65  1.90  423  487  10  88 

3500  20.46  23.55  9.20  2.22  2.56  571  657  9  90 

4000  26.85  30.90  12.90  2.08  2.40  534  614  5  92 

4500  31.54  36.30  19.40  1.63  1.87  417  480  5  91 

5000  36.06  41.50  24.70  1.46  1.68  374  431  4  94 

5500  37.41  43.05  26.30  1.42  1.64  365  420  4  101 

5800  38.19  43.95  26.40  1.45  1.66  371  427  4  101      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Integrated Rigid Industries LED 

spreader, side and forward lights 

illuminate the whole boat when 

needed without draining batteries.

X Side-drain livewell is more reliable 

and convenient than standpipe 

livewells.

X Forward seating is comfortable, 

practical, and easily stowable 

for fi shing.

Specs
· LOA: 24'9" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 5,250 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY:  8/2,800 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 100 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINES: Yamaha F300

DRIVE/PROP: Saltwater Series II 

15.5" x 17" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 80 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

$145,729 (with test power) 

EVERGLADES

253 CC

— they’re nicknamed Hopper holders — 

and they’ll ensure the crew can carry on 

adequate refreshments and keep them in 

place as the 253 CC makes its way through 

big bays or choppy coastlines. There is ad-

ditional cooler space ahead of the console 

under the jump seat, but we are fond of the 

accommodation to carry on coolers.

The forward casting decks have stow-

able seat cushions with forward-facing 

backrests fi t to rod holders. A thickly pad-

ded bolster with military-quality corners 

and double stitching makes the forward 

deck a sunning, reclining or dinner-

cruising conversation area for socializing. 

Ramcap makes it a tough fi sher, but 

 Everglades gives it plenty of fun for 

 families too.

Ramcap construction is what? In the 

 marine world, it is sometimes diffi  cult to 

fi nd a marketing term that means what it 

says. But Ramcap says it all.

It gives the 253 CC Destroyer class 

durability and rigidity with an incred-

ibly solid connection from keel to deck, to 

hardtop and superstructure. High-density 

foam is molded under pressure to both 

create unsinkable fl otation and enhance 

structural rigidity. That, and the  20-degree 

deadrise hull sliced through ferry and 

tugboat wakes with nimble gentleness. 

 Everglades’ construction and design give 

the 253 a scant 16-inch draft ideal for fol-

lowing snook and redfi sh in tidal fl ats 

while retaining the sea-slicing durability 

to  venture off shore on milder days.

In the cockpit, the active ingredients 

for successful fi shing are all in place. An 

oval leaning-post livewell with side drain 

and gasketed lid keeps bait circulating, 

lively, and fresh to attract your prey. We 

were surprised at the ample cockpit space 

behind the leaning post, which means 

crew can fi ght fi sh while the gaff er moves 

around easily to bring the catch aboard. 

Undergunwale rod storage on both 

sides off ers sturdy rod hangers to pro-

tect the tackle from banging, and rubber 

snubbers hold them fi rmly to the hang-

ers. There is no shortage of gunwale rod 

holders either, and they are all plumbed to 

drain overboard, not to the bilge like lesser 

boats. Insulated fi sh boxes will hold tro-

phy wahoo or mahi, and the livewell in the 

leaning post has a side drain to eliminate 

hiding places for bait.

Everglades specially designed its lean-

ing post to fi t two 30-quart Yeti Hoppers 
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Edgewater, Florida; 386-409-2202; evergladesboats.com
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Jan 1 – Mar 31,
2018

Four Winns, more than any other brand, offers the power to choose. 

Outboard and sterndrive from 18’-35’ with a wide range of horsepower options. 

Visit fourwinns.com for more information on the newest additions to our fleet.

©2017, Rec Boat Holdings, LLC. All rights reserved. ®/TM signifi es trademarks of Four Winns, LLC or suppliers.

Horizon 290 OB HD 220 Surf

Life should be a beautiful ride.

All-Out Power
E X P E R I E N C E  L U X U R Y  I N  S T E R N D R I V E  O R  O U T B O A R D  P R O P U L S I O N

Horizon 350 OB



High Points
X Tower station is great for spotting 

fi sh from afar and navigating 

tricky shallows.

X Expansive, stable aft and fore 

decks are ideal for fi shing. The 

forward deck can be converted to 

a pair of loungers.

X Two livewells allow you to carry 

plenty of live bait. 

Specs
· LOA: 24'8" · BEAM: 8'6" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 3,300 lb. (without engine) 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

9/3,000 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 90 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury 350 Verado 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury Enertia 

141/4" x 18" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 80 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 800 lb.

Price

$113,433 (base with 

Mercury 225 Verado)

BOSTON WHALER

240 Dauntless Pro

top speed of 48 mph at 6,200 rpm. At each 

helm station, the Verado power steering 

made turning fi ngertip-easy.

An optional fl ush-mounted Raymarine 

7-inch Axiom Pro off ered access to sonar 

and chart plotting in the tower, while an 

optional fl ush-mounted 9-inch Axiom Pro 

and a pair of Merc SmartCraft multifunc-

tion gauges were installed at the lower 

helm. The helm seat features two fl ip-

up bolsters and a foldout footrest. A Yeti 

Tundra 65 cooler stows underneath. 

Inside the console, accessible from a 

companionway on the starboard-side, is 

a step-down head compartment with a 

port light and plenty of room for a portable 

marine toilet. 

Boston Whaler’s Dauntless series has built 

an enviable reputation based on versatil-

ity. Yet the new 240 Dauntless Pro puts a 

greater emphasis on fi shing than any of its 

other fi ve sister ships. 

This is the only Dauntless model to 

feature an elevated second station, and 

it is standard. Whaler engineered a new 

center console that melds seamlessly with 

the tower frame. Steps on the port side of-

fer an easy ascent, and a SeaDek pad atop 

the console provides cushioned nonskid 

footing. This 2018 model helps celebrate 

the company’s 60th anniversary.

The 240 Dauntless Pro is essentially a 

bay boat with an expansive forward cast-

ing platform that measures 86 inches 

long by 65 inches wide. Our test boat was 

equipped with the optional jack plate, 

trolling motor and Power-Pole shallow-

water anchor. 

The aft deck dispenses with the aft 

ridge found on the regular 240, eff ectively 

 expanding the platform. Trays on both 

sides provide places to stash loose tackle 

items. Seat cushions and backrests can fi t 

on the aft deck to create a pair of seats. A 

38-gallon livewell also resides under the aft 

deck. We found a second livewell under the 

forward console seat. There’s a huge cen-

tral locker under the foredeck, and this is 

fl anked by two equally cavernous lockers. 

The 240 Dauntless Pro rides on a 

24-foot-8-inch unsinkable hull, which 

sliced smoothly through the 1- to 2-foot 

rollers. Handling proved precise. With 

four adult males, 38 gallons of water in 

the stern livewell, and 80 gallons of fuel 

on board, the Mercury 350 Verado out-

board pushed the 240 Dauntless Pro to a 
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Edgewater, Florida; 386-428-0057; bostonwhaler.com

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.00  3.45  1.30  2.31  2.65  187  215  0  68 

1500  4.87  5.60  1.90  2.56  2.95  207  239  2  71 

2000  7.04  8.10  3.30  2.13  2.45  173  199  4  75 

2500  8.99  10.35  5.30  1.70  1.95  137  158  5  76 

3000  10.86  12.50  7.50  1.45  1.67  117  135  5  80 

3500  17.03  19.60  10.00  1.70  1.96  138  159  4  84 

4000  22.16  25.50  11.50  1.93  2.22  156  180  3  85 

4500  27.20  31.30  14.80  1.84  2.11  149  171  2  88 

5000  31.28  36.00  21.00  1.49  1.71  121  139  2  88 

5500  35.63  41.00  19.90  1.43  1.64  115  133  2  92 

6000  39.19  45.10  29.00  1.35  1.56  109  126  2  99 

6200  41.71  48.00  31.00  1.35  1.55  109  125  2  100      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 
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MORE POWER
MORE CONTENT

MORE PERFORMANCE
MORE BOAT FOR YOUR MONEY

RinkerBoats.com



SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.7  5.4  1.1  2.1  2.5  268.8  309.3  0  65 

1500  6.3  7.3  1.6  2.0  2.3  248.1  285.5  1  72 

2000  7.7  8.9  2.4  1.6  1.8  201.9  232.3  3  73 

2500  9.5  11.0  3.4  1.4  1.6  176.3  202.9  5  78 

3000  15.3  17.7  4.6  1.7  1.9  210.1  241.7  6  83 

3500  22.2  25.5  5.7  1.9  2.2  244.9  281.8  4  83 

4000  26.3  30.3  6.8  1.9  2.2  243.9  280.7  4  84 

4500  30.0  34.5  9.6  1.6  1.8  196.7  226.4  3  87 

5000  33.9  39.1  10.9  1.6  1.8  196.1  225.7  3  88 

5500  37.1  42.8  14.0  1.3  1.5  167.2  192.4  3  90 

6000  38.4  44.2  14.6  1.3  1.5  165.7  190.7  3  92      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X High-gloss gelcoat and contrasting 

color scheme give an aggressive 

and striking appearance.

X Powder-coated hardtop supports 

complement the fi nish and won’t 

corrode.

X Powerful pumps pressurize the 

livewell without a sea chest. 

Specs
· LOA: 24'6" · BEAM: 8'10" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 5,400 lb. (without engines) 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

 12/2,100 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 140 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINES: Dual Mercury 150 FourStroke 

outboards

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Revolution 4 17" 4-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.92:1

FUEL LOAD: 100 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 300 lb.

Price

$104,755  (as tested)

BLACKFIN

242 CC

plug it into the coaming bolsters to form 

the backrest of two forward-facing lounges. 

A seat on the front of the console (which 

can also hold a portable head) adds more 

comfort. With that seat, the transom seat 

folded out, the forward lounges in place, 

and considering the dual leaning-post seat 

at the helm, the 242 CC boasts seating for 

a crew of seven or more. 

Dual Mercs pushed the boat to exciting 

speeds and climbed to plane with  minimal 

bow rise. Their quiet running capabili-

ties enhance the cruising and trolling 

 experience, and the smooth throttles ease 

 adjustments. SmartCraft connectivity 

can be displayed on navigation displays.

All the better to continue the 242 CC’s 

success in operating above its paygrade.

Our crew has tested three Blackfi n boats, 

and each editor agrees they all operate 

above their paygrades. The 212 CC deliv-

ered big-water handling capabilities, the 

272 fi shed like a much larger boat — and 

we know because we had a crew of nine 

on board — and now the 242 CC comes to 

the water with dual outboards, aggressive 

fi shing capabilities, and family-pampering 

features to enjoy day-boating, sandbars 

and beach combing. 

Fishing fi rst. The livewell’s position 

on the port stern is ideal for rigging baits 

when the pressure is on. It’s 24 gallons, 

rounded inside, and its top is gasketed. 

Adjustable infl ow and outfl ow valves help 

keep the well topped off , eliminating bait-

killing sloshing in rough water.  

On the starboard corner there’s a tuna 

door leading to a surprisingly big transom 

platform with clear footing from star-

board to port. There’s a hatch-covered 

ladder too, and this kind of spaciousness 

is unusual in outboards in this size class. 

And it doesn’t seem to rob the cockpit of 

square footage either.

The leaning post covers a carry-on 

cooler, and its struts are angled to con-

serve cockpit space. At the transom, a 

stowaway lounge has a thickly padded bol-

ster to brace against. There are toe rails 

under the gunwales for secure footing 

when gaffi  ng and rod hangers above them 

on each side. The fi shability is enhanced 

by shotgun and gunwale rod holders. Fish 

boxes are optionally macerated, and all 

hatches are gasketed for silent running.

For comfort, pop the forward seat bol-

ster end cap from its fi shing position, and 

with the casting-deck cushions in place, 
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Williston, Florida; 352-528-2628; blackfinboats.com
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High Points
X Livewell keeps bait fresh and frisky 

for great fi shing action.

X Solid hull gives a stable, sporty 

ride with our test power.

X Features like premium vinyl and 

stainless-steel rub rails ensure 

long-lasting good looks.

Specs
· LOA: 23'8" · BEAM: 8'5" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,648 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 12/3,250  lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 68 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha V-6 3.3L 200 hp

PROP: Reliance 17" 3-blade 

stainless steel 

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 30 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 375 lb.

Price

$76,493 (as tested) 

STINGRAY

236 CC

in or stow away, assisting your dilemma of 

what to do, what to do: fi sh, play, cruise or 

raft up? To add more stress to the choices, 

there are two foldaway bolsters forward 

that convert the wraparound seating to 

forward-facing lounges.

You can add a portable head beneath 

the center console or just use the area as a 

changing room to go from beach to water-

front dining.

The 236 CC is an extremely fi shable 

deck boat with family-cruising amenities. 

It has the easy maintenance advantages of 

outboard power and plenty of options for 

fun on the water.

If there was ever a boat built for the  coastal 

waterways, sloughs and rivers of the 

 Carolinas to Jacksonville, Florida, or along 

the Gulf Coast, it would be the 236 CC. It’s 

draft is a moderate 16 inches with the mo-

tor up, ideal for the Intracoastal Waterway 

and Gulf Coast sandbars, and its stability at 

rest is exemplary, beautifully supporting 

its maximum passenger capacity of 12.

Powered as our test boat was with a 

200  hp Yamaha outboard, we could pic-

ture a mixed day of snorkeling, fi shing and 

tube riding using the centerline-mounted 

tow pylon and reboarding at the swim 

platform. A boarding ladder at the stern 

makes it easy to reboard whether you 

are snorkeling or beach combing, and the 

stern ladder is also easily deployed from in 

the water, adding a safety factor too. 

You’ll be cool all day thanks to the spa-

cious hardtop that shades the cockpit and 

a built-in ice chest for refreshments. You 

can add more refreshments by stowing 

your cooler beneath the leaning post. 

Or you could use that one for a fi sh box. 

You’ll catch many with the lively bait kept 

frisky in the standard aerated livewell. 

Stow your rods under the gunwales — 

Stingray custom molds its rod brackets 

instead of buying cheap, vacuum-molded 

inserts  — or in the rocket launchers on the 

hardtop and leaning post. When you’re 

trolling or just taking a lazy  approach 

to bait-fi shing, gunwale rod holders will 

keep the sticks in place while you wait for 

the bite. And when you want them out of 

the way, rocket launchers in the optional 

hardtop keep them secure.

Your crew will be comfortable reclin-

ing in a choice of seats, from aft jump seats 

for up to four to dual leaning-post seats at 

the helm. Then there is that beautiful bow 

seating area with thick cushions that snap 
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Hartsville, South Carolina; 843-383-4507; stingrayboats.com

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.3  5.0  0.8  5.4  6.3  332.4  382.5  1  67 

1500  5.4  6.2  1.0  5.4  6.2  329.7  379.4  2  73 

2000  6.7  7.7  2.0  3.3  3.9  204.7  235.6  4  75 

2500  7.2  8.3  2.9  2.5  2.9  152.2  175.2  5  75 

3000  12.3  14.1  4.2  2.9  3.4  178.5  205.5  8  82 

3500  20.9  24.0  5.1  4.1  4.7  250.3  288.0  4  85 

4000  25.8  29.7  6.7  3.9  4.4  235.7  271.3  2  86 

4500  29.6  34.1  8.4  3.5  4.1  215.9  248.4  2  85 

5000  33.5  38.5  11.8  2.8  3.3  173.5  199.7  2  88 

5500  36.9  42.5  15.1  2.4  2.8  149.7  172.3  2  91 

6000  40.1  46.1  18.4  2.2  2.5  133.2  153.3  2  93      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.1  4.7  0.8  5.1  5.9  367.6  423.0  1  61 

1500  5.6  6.5  1.2  4.7  5.4  338.9  390.0  1  66 

2000  6.9  7.9  2.0  3.4  4.0  247.1  284.4  1  70 

2500  7.6  8.8  3.2  2.4  2.8  172.1  198.0  1  76 

3000  12.5  14.4  4.4  2.8  3.3  204.8  235.6  1  77 

3500  18.9  21.7  5.7  3.3  3.8  238.2  274.1  1  80 

4000  23.4  26.9  7.3  3.2  3.7  230.6  265.3  1  82 

4500  27.7  31.9  9.1  3.0  3.5  219.3  252.4  1  91 

5000  30.8  35.4  12.2  2.5  2.9  181.5  208.9  1  94 

5500  33.8  38.9  16.0  2.1  2.4  152.1  175.1  1  99 

6000  37.0  42.6  20.6  1.8  2.1  129.4  148.9  1  103      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Transom-mounted retractable tow 

pylon adds watersports versatility 

to the ride.

X Fresh- and raw-water supply helps 

keep the crew and deck clean.

X Removable platform can convert 

the forward seating to a sun pad, 

or remove the cushions for a 

casting platform.

Specs
· LOA: 21'3" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,150 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY:  8/1,300 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 80 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Yamaha F200

PROP: Reliance SDS 14.5" x 15"

GEAR RATIO: 2.00:1

FUEL LOAD: 40 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 450 lb.

Price

$76,315 (base with 

test power)

GRADY-WHITE

Freedom 215

Dual Console

At the helm, mount an up to 12-inch 

 navigation display, a VHF radio and pre-

mium stereo system all within easy reach 

of the custom bucket helm seat.

When you want to fi sh on the 215 DC, 

there is plenty of room in the cockpit 

for battling fi sh, and there’s a powerful 

pump-freshening livewell equipped with 

Grady’s unique manifold that ensures 

 top-to-bottom freshwater circulation for 

lively bait. Rod holders are plentiful, and if 

you get a gaff er on the line, hook your toes 

under the styled toe rails and yank him 

aboard with confi dence. 

Fish it, beach-comb with it, and pull 

the kids on skis, then get a babysitter, dress 

up, and take this award-winning boat to a 

four-star waterfront dinner. 

When the National Marine Manufacturers 

Association began surveying boat owners 

about their experience with boats they 

owned, Grady-White Boats was one brand 

to receive top honors. And it 

has done so every year since. 

Grady-White’s reputation 

is only enhanced by the new 

Freedom 215 Dual Console. 

Like all Grady-Whites, 

the 215 DC is solidly built of 

all-composite material and 

fi lled with fl otation to make 

it as safe as it is smooth-

riding, thanks to the SeaV2 

hull design that features 

fl at hull surfaces between 

strakes. The deadrise 

 progresses from a sharp 

wave-slicing entry to a more 

stable angle at the  transom, 

giving a smooth ride at speed and a 

 stable fi shing  platform at rest. And solid? 

Through-bolted hinges, double-thick 

hatches, and heavy-duty, stainless-steel 

lockable latches keep  everything bat-

tened down tight.

Further evidence of Grady-White’s 

thoughtful construction is the cup- and 

rod-holder drain system that whisks rain 

or splash water overboard through scup-

pers instead of just draining it to the bilge 

like lesser brands.

Topside, the seating is not only  durable 

with thick vinyl, acrylic board backing 

and eff ective drainage to deal with the 

 elements, but it’s also comfortable thanks 

to multidensity foam to soften the ride.  
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Greenville, North Carolina; 252-752-2111; gradywhite.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Freedom 215 

DC, scan this tag 

or visit boating

mag.com/bbg18/

gradywhite

freedom215dc.

C FISHING BOAT BUYERS GUIDE

CERTIFIED

TEST 

RESULTS

 B O AT  B U Y E R S  G U I D E  2 0 1 8   |  1 4 8  |   B O AT I N G M A G . C O M



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

2500  4.00  4.60  2.40  1.67  1.92  75  86  0  80 

3000  6.34  7.30  3.10  2.05  2.35  92  106  2  82 

3500  7.21  8.30  3.60  2.00  2.31  90  104  3  82 

4000  8.34  9.60  4.80  1.74  2.00  78  90  4  84 

4500  9.47  10.90  5.50  1.72  1.98  77  89  6  87 

5000  11.90  13.70  7.00  1.70  1.96  77  88  7  88 

5500  19.80  23.20  7.90  2.51  2.94  113  132  4  90 

6000  24.85  28.60  10.10  2.46  2.83  111  127  3  91 

6500  28.07  32.30  11.90  2.36  2.71  106  122  3  95      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

YA M A H A  M O T O R  C O R P O R AT I O N  U S A

Kennesaw, Georgia; 800-962-7926; yamahaboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the 210 FSH 

Sport, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

yamaha210fsh.

High Points
X Jet power provides less draft, less 

maintenance and more transom 

than an outboard.

X Drain channels express water 

from the console seat cushion.

X Rudderlike articulated keel 

improves tracking at high and 

low speeds. 

Specs
· LOA: 21'3" · BEAM: 8'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 3,003 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 10/2,250 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 50 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Twin Yamaha Marine TR-1 

High Output jet drives

DRIVE/PROP: water jet/155 mm 

stainless-steel impeller

GEAR RATIO: 1:00:1

FUEL LOAD: 25 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 420 lb.

Price

$44,499

YAMAHA

210 FSH Sport

at rest and of perhaps 6 inches 

on plane — all great for ma-

neuvering through shallow 

or stump-infested waters. 

The 210 FSH planes with no 

bow rise, and Yamaha seems 

to have dialed in the running 

angle of this hull because we 

never felt the urge to trim up 

the bow. Jet advantages and 

a smart center console layout 

make the  Yamaha 210 FSH 

Sport a stand-up option for a 

family that wants to do it all 

on the water.     

The 21-foot-3-inch Yamaha 210 FSH Sport 

combines the function of a center console 

with some key features — most notably its 

jet-drive propulsion — that make it a boat 

suited for not just angling but also a vari-

ety of general-purpose boating fun. The 

210 FSH Sport certainly proved itself as an 

angler’s boat during our test. There are rod 

holders in the gunwale, horizontal rod racks 

under the gunwale, and a rocket launcher 

across the back of the stylish and sleek 

aluminum T-top. For bait fi shermen, the 

 26-gallon livewell ensures enough capacity 

for a full crew to fi sh the better part of a tide. 

Those who like to cast can position them-

selves in the large aft cockpit or in the bow, 

where it’s possible to walk right up to the 

anchor locker without having to step up on a 

seat. The insulated fi sh box, a trolling-motor 

mount, room for large-screen electronics 

displays, and even a raw-water washdown 

represent so much icing on the angling cake. 

But the 210 FSH also has bowrider-style 

seating forward, a changing compartment 

in the console, and a wide-open transom 

design that is not only fi shable but also very 

swimmable and towable because there’s no 

outboard in the way.

The helm features an analog tach for 

each engine fl anking the 4.3-inch  Connext 

touchscreen display above the wheel, 

which reports engine and performance 

info. A 48-quart cooler is secured below 

the leaning post. The bi-level transom is a 

Yamaha feature we’ve always appreciated. 

It’s a great lounge space and also off ers 

unimpeded access to the water for casting 

and retrieving fi sh.

The 210 FSH Sport packs a pair of 

 Yamaha TR-1 three-cylinder jet pow-

ertrains below the aft deck. Jet-drive 

advantages include no props to ding, no 

drives to trim, and a draft of just 17 inches 
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.4  5.1  0.8  5.5  6.4  264.2  304.1  1  64 

1500  5.6  6.5  1.9  3.0  3.4  141.8  163.2  2  69 

2000  6.5  7.5  2.7  2.4  2.8  115.1  132.5  4  75 

2500  8.0  9.2  3.5  2.3  2.6  109.0  125.4  7  83 

3000  28.1  32.3  5.2  5.4  6.2  257.5  296.3  1  87 

3500  33.9  39.0  7.3  4.6  5.3  221.4  254.8  0  92 

4000  41.2  47.4  8.9  4.6  5.3  220.8  254.0  0  99 

4500  47.4  54.5  12.8  3.7  4.3  176.5  203.1  0  94 

5000  54.1  62.2  17.8  3.0  3.5  144.8  166.7  0  98 

5500  62.9  72.4  21.4  2.9  3.4  140.2  161.4  0  101       

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
XWide new console accommodates 

Lowrance HDS Carbon 16-inch 

display.

X New seats are wider, deeper and 

more comfortable for a more 

secure ride at speed.

X Pultruded transom panel is 

custom-made and fi t in the factory 

to enhance stability.

Specs
· LOA: 20'9" · BEAM: 8'.5" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 1,850 lb. (plus power) 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

2/1,650 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 53 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Evinrude G2 250 HSP  

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Raker 26" 

3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 20 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 430 lb.

Price

 $72,195 (as tested)    

RANGER

Z520L Comanche 

The running surface of the Z520L 

may never be tampered with, having been 

 proven by the top fi shermen in  professional 

circuits. It’s known to step on plane in a few 

seconds and then to rise up on its pad — that 

narrow, fl at-planing surface carved from 

the last 4 feet of keel. At 70 mph, it nearly 

fl oats there, gliding over ripples and wakes 

in a ride enhanced by solid  composite 

 construction and a foam-fi lled core. 

Dual livewells have redundant fi ll and 

aeration pumps. A built-in battery char-

ger’s 110-volt plug is easy to access at the 

transom, as is a bilge ball-cock valve for 

convenience and safety.

If Ranger Boats proved anything in 

the Z520L Comanche, it’s that the com-

pany knows how to help serious fi shermen 

have fun.

For 50 years of boatbuilding, with many 

of the designers, assembly workers and 

engineers holding their posts for decades, 

fostering the brand through its evolution 

from stick-steered, low-horsepower boats 

to sleek, fi nely crafted, race-ready per-

formance machines, Ranger 

Boats continues to raise 

fi shermen’s expectations in 

a brand that has not yet hit 

its zenith.

And so, this year of 

 Ranger’s Jubilee, the Z520L 

Comanche, has new features 

on board to celebrate that 

commitment. First, in style, 

Ranger has sculpted its iconic 

metal-fl ake stripes into the 

hull in a way that enhances 

its beauty and accentuates 

these style elements in a 

bold new look. The builder 

also widened the console to 

 accommodate the growing size of navi-

gation and  sonar  displays. Our test boat 

framed a 16-inch display and left room for 

engine gauges and Ranger’s watertight 

touch-pad digital switching system in con-

venient reach. Newly designed bucket seats 

off er more comfort and support than ever.

For fi shermen, the padded foredeck is 

wider and its gunwales are tapered closer 

to the rub rails, aff ording the toe kick to 

remind a focused angler of the edge but 

without robbing him of room to chase a 

fi sh or tuck a lure up under some buck-

brush. Tool holders are placed to each side 

of the step to the deck, in easy reach but 

tucked below the 72 mph wind stream this 

rig can generate. 
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Flippin, Arkansas; 870-453-2222; rangerboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the Z520L 

Comanche, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag.com/

bbg18/ranger

z520lcomanche.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.3  5.0  1.3  3.3  3.8  180.5  208  0  63 

1500  5.8  6.7  2.6  2.2  2.6  120.9  139  3  67 

2000  6.3  7.3  4.5  1.4  1.6  76.1  88  5  69 

2500  7.1  8.2  7.3  1.0  1.1  52.7  61  7  72 

3000  23.5  27.0  8.5  2.8  3.2  149.1  172  1  80 

3500  28.4  32.7  10.0  2.8  3.3  153.4  177  1  86 

4000  33.9  39.0  12.5  2.7  3.1  146.4  168  1  90 

4500  41.3  47.5  15.5  2.7  3.1  143.8  165  1  93 

5000  50.7  58.4  18.1  2.8  3.2  151.4  174  1  100 

5500  61.6  70.9  24.6  2.5  2.9  135.1  156  1  105 

6000  67.6  77.8  29.3  2.3  2.7  124.6  143  1  107 

6300  72.3  83.2  29.8  2.4  2.8  131.0  151  1  108      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X For an extra-cool factor, stereo 

tweeters are embedded in the seat 

backs, while woofers are in the 

coamings or other bulkheads.

X Bass Cat factory rigs with 

Humminbird electronics standard, 

but you can opt for other brands.

X Access to the bilge is eased by 

removable hatches that lock in 

place securely on the fl y.

Specs
· LOA: 20'8" · BEAM: 8'0" · DRY 

WEIGHT: 1,930 lb. (less motor) 

· SEATING/WEIGHT CAPACITY: 

6/875 lb. · FUEL CAPACITY: 60 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury Verado 300 hp

PROP: Outboard/Fury 25" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 25 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 400 lb.

Price

 $88,351 (as tested)

BASS CAT

Lynx

are super-deep to keep fi sh 

safer when sorting and 

more lively for a success-

ful weigh-in and release. 

The bilge hatches are on 

lift-off  hinges that keep 

the hatches secure when 

closed but allow them to be 

removed when opened for 

service — a handy arrange-

ment unique to Bass Cat that 

runs throughout the line. 

And did we mention the 

Lynx went over 75 mph?

When we stepped on the Hot Foot throttle, 

pinned the tachometer and trimmed up the 

nose, the Lynx was pushing past 75 mph 

with a fi shing crew and gear. And it was 

a kitten to drive as we nudged the wheel 

to counteract prop torque. On the fl y, the 

transom corners are high and dry, and the 

boat skims over wakes on the extra-long 

pad on the bottom. In fact, little more than 

a few dozen inches of the keel and gear case 

touch the water at that speed.

Part of what tames the Lynx on the wa-

ter is the design of the helm station that 

puts a tilt wheel just close enough to the 

driver to be comfortable. A trim switch 

on the column means you don’t have to 

reach for the gear-shift lever. The dash is 

big enough for a 12-inch sonar. Most of the 

pumps and other electrical functions are 

controlled by a waterproof touch panel, 

and engine gauges are stacked to the left of 

the display with the tach to the right. 

When we dropped off  plane and 

stepped to the bow, we noted the broad 

working platform the casting deck pro-

vided. The trolling motor is as far forward 

and well-centered as possible, but there 

are two pedal positions to choose from, 

one forward and one a foot back. Tool 

holders, cup holders and another display 

are organized at the forepeak as well. The 

deck is padded for all-day comfort.

The exterior trim and fi nish are dash-

ing, with billet-aluminum grab rails on the 

outside of the gunwales but in easy reach 

of the angler and his buddy. The rails also 

have LED courtesy lights embedded in 

them, giving the Lynx a great look at night.

It was the tackle storage that got our at-

tention. Rod lockers are extra-wide aft, so 

the reels aren’t piled up on each other in a 

tangle. Dedicated storage for utility tackle 

boxes abound. The livewells in the Lynx 

B A S S  C AT  B O AT S

Midway, Arkansas; 870-481-5135; basscat.com

To see our 

video of the 

Lynx, scan this 

tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

basscatlynx.P
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.8  5.5  1.1  4.3  5.0  164.2  189.0  0  65 

1500  6.1  7.0  1.8  3.4  3.9  127.7  147.0  1  66 

2000  7.1  8.2  3.5  2.0  2.3  77.0  88.6  1  70 

2500  8.1  9.3  4.5  1.8  2.1  67.9  78.1  4  76 

3000  14.1  16.2  5.4  2.6  3.0  98.5  113.4  4  77 

3500  21.0  24.2  7.4  2.8  3.3  107.4  123.6  4  82 

4000  27.9  32.1  10.9  2.6  2.9  96.7  111.3  1  85 

4500  32.3  37.2  14.5  2.2  2.6  84.3  97.0  1  90 

5000  36.0  41.4  18.0  2.0  2.3  75.5  86.9  1  96 

5500  44.5  51.2  22.1  2.0  2.3  76.1  87.6  1  96 

6000  49.0  56.4  24.5  2.0  2.3  75.6  87.0  1  98 

6100  50.1  57.7  24.8  2.0  2.3  76.4  87.9  1  99      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Snap-in carpet is soft on bare feet 

and easy to remove and clean.

X Expandable foredeck results in a 

safer fi shing platform. 

X Tandem-axle trailer comes 

standard.

XWatersports and fi shing features 

offer versatility the whole family 

will like.

Specs
· LOA: 20'7" · BEAM: 8'4" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 2,375 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 7/995 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 42 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury 250 Pro FourStroke

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Tempest Plus 14.63" x 21" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.85:1

FUEL LOAD: 18 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 430 lb.

Price

$57,695 (base with Mercury 

OptiMax 250 Pro XS)

RANGER 

2050MS Reata

 secures wet items, like a ski rope. We 

found a telescoping boarding ladder on the 

starboard swim platform.

The foredeck can be quickly expanded 

with a fi ller that slides into the deck when 

not in use. This fi lls the well just forward 

of the walk-through panel in the full wind-

shield to create a safer area when fi shing.

We found beaucoup stowage in fi ve 

compartments, including an insulated 

cooler and livewell under the foredeck. An 

in-sole locker lets you stash up to four fi sh-

ing rods. We also discovered locking rod 

storage inside the port inwale. 

Ultimately, the Ranger 2050MS Reata 

allows you and your family to create great 

memories on the water for years to come.

Ranger is one of the world’s most vaunted 

names in fi shing boats, but that doesn’t 

mean you can’t enjoy other on-the-water 

activities aboard one. Witness the  Ranger 

2050MS Reata, a dual-console boat 

 designed to pursue a wide range of fresh-

water species and let you 

 participate in watersports.

The Reata’s easy-handling 

20-foot-7-inch V-hull sliced 

smoothly through choppy 

water during our test. 

The Mercury Verado Pro 

FourStroke 250 outboard 

propelled us to plane in a 

head-snapping 3.5 seconds, 

reaching 30 mph in 6 seconds. 

We topped out at 57.7 mph at 

5,100 rpm.

Four custom Ranger-built 

pedestal chairs can be posi-

tioned in any of six deck  bases. 

For watersports, keep all four 

seats in the cockpit and swivel a few aft. 

For fi shing, move one seat to the aft deck 

and the other to the foredeck, where you 

can run the bow-mounted Minn Kota 

Power Drive 70 electric trolling motor. 

A bow panel will accept optional fl ush-

mounted fi sh-fi nder/chart-plotter displays 

as large as 12 inches. 

The helm console comes standard with 

a Lowrance Hook 5-inch combo display, 

but it will accommodate optional screens 

up to 12 inches. 

A pair of jump seats fl anking the cov-

ered livewell fold out from the aft deck, 

where a removable ski pylon also mounts 

when it comes time for wake sports. A 

locker in the starboard swim platform 
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Flippin, Arkansas; 870-453-2222; rangerboats.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the 2050MS 

Reata, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

ranger2050ms.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.8  5.5  1.0  4.8  5.5  129.0  148.5  0  70 

1500  5.7  6.6  2.0  2.9  3.3  77.4  89.1  3  79 

2000  7.2  8.3  4.7  1.5  1.8  41.4  47.7  5  80 

2500  18.9  21.7  5.0  3.8  4.3  101.8  117.2  4  85 

3000  25.8  29.7  7.0  3.7  4.2  99.5  114.6  1  89 

3500  30.4  35.0  8.9  3.4  3.9  92.3  106.2  1  91 

4000  35.3  40.6  11.7  3.0  3.5  81.4  93.7  2  91 

4500  41.6  47.9  12.9  3.2  3.7  87.1  100.3  2  94 

5000  52.6  60.5  15.2  3.5  4.0  93.4  107.5  2  99 

5500  56.7  65.2  16.3  3.5  4.0  93.8  108.0  2  102 

5850  62.1  71.5  18.5  3.4  3.9  90.7  104.4  2  104      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Compact design lets you keep the 

boat in most two-car garages for 

secure storage.

X Livewell is pump-in/pump-out with 

a baffl e to minimize sloshing and 

separate fi sh.

X Locking center rod storage 

handles up to 16 sticks as long 

as 8 feet.

Specs
· LOA: 19'6" · BEAM: 7'6" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 1,550 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 5/625 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 30 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury 200 Pro XS

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury Fury 

14" x 24" 3-blade stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1

FUEL LOAD: 9 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 440 lb.

Price

$44,795  (as tested)

BASS CAT 

Pantera Classic

cooler under the center steps 

and another under the cen-

ter glove-box  storage. There’s 

also  passenger-side stowage 

for fi ve more rods. Under the 

6-foot-wide-by-3½-foot-long 

aft deck  resides the livewell to 

keep fi sh frisky until weigh-in, 

as well as bilge access and two 

additional storage  lockers. 

With the Pantera Classic, 

Bass Cat returns to its roots 

yet in a boat that’s far beyond 

the basics. 

Bass Cat discontinued the Pantera in 

2012 in favor of increasingly  sophisticated 

bass-boat models such as the Jaguar, 

Lynx and Cougar FTD. But with the ad-

vent of the sleek new Pantera Classic, 

younger anglers can now get into a tour-

nament-grade machine without breaking 

the bank.

With a 7½-foot beam and a swing-

away tongue on the standard tandem-

axle trailer, the Pantera Classic stores 

nicely into most two-car garages. With a 

200 hp outboard, storage length is 21 feet 

10 inches. However, where you’ll really 

enjoy the Pantera Classic is on the water, 

especially when powered by a Mercury 

200 Pro XS, as was our tester. With two 

adult males on board, the single-console 

version (a passenger console is an op-

tion) bolted to plane in 2.5 seconds and 

reached 30 mph in 5 seconds, quickly 

airing out at 71.5 mph at 5,850 rpm. An 

R&R manual jack plate easily fi ne-tunes 

the ride, and SeaStar Solutions hydraulic 

steering keeps you in control. The con-

sole and bow station feature standard 

7-inch Humminbird Helix multifunction 

displays, but you can upgrade to a 12-inch 

MFD at the helm. An interactive panel re-

places the traditional switch panel at the 

helm, and dual USB ports are standing by 

to keep phones charged. You’ll have plen-

ty of sticks to catch fi sh thanks to center 

locking rod storage that can hold up to 

16 fi shing rods up to 8 feet in length. Sur-

rounding the center rod locker are three 

big stowage compartments in the 6-foot-

wide-by-7½-foot-long foredeck.

With an expansive front casting deck 

and a recessed Minn Kota Fortrex 80 

trolling motor, you can ply the edges of 

the lily pads and points with ease. There 

are pedestal seats fore and aft. We found a 
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Mountain Home, Arkansas; 807-481-5135; 
basscat.com

To watch our 

video review 

of the Pantera 

Classic, scan 

this tag or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

basscatpantera.
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SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  4.43  5.10  1.00  4.43  5.10  148  170  2  68 

1500  5.91  6.80  1.60  3.69  4.25  123  142  3  69 

2000  7.39  8.50  2.70  2.74  3.15  91  105  6  72 

2500  16.16  18.60  3.10  5.21  6.00  174  200  3  73 

3000  22.25  25.60  4.50  4.94  5.69  165  189  2  75 

3500  26.16  30.10  6.00  4.36  5.02  145  167  2  76 

4000  33.19  38.20  8.90  3.73  4.29  124  143  2  76 

4500  36.41  41.90  10.70  3.40  3.92  113  130  2  78 

5000  40.58  46.70  13.30  3.05  3.51  102  117  2  80 

5200  41.71  48.00  14.10  2.96  3.40  99  113  2  81      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points 
X Pull-up changing room is a sur-

prise bonus aboard a fi shing boat.

X In-sole rod locker can hold six 

rods; lockable hatch lets you keep 

them on the boat at all times.

X Two 17-gallon livewells, one in the 

bow and one in the stern, keep bait 

at the ready.

X Total of six fl oor seat bases let you 

move the pedestal seats around to 

your preferences.

X A 7-inch Simrad evo3 touchscreen 

multifunction display comes 

standard in the dash.

Specs
· LOA: 18'6" · BEAM: 7'11" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 1,651 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 8/1,902 lb. · FUEL 

CAPACITY: 37 gal. 

How We Tested 

ENGINE: Mercury 150 FourStroke 

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Enertia 15" x 15" 

3-blade stainless steel  

GEAR RATIO: 1.75:1 

FUEL LOAD: 17 gal. 

CREW WEIGHT: 355 lb.

Price

$50,080 (as tested)

PRINCECRAFT

Platinum SE 186

seat bases means you can move the ped-

estal seats around so anglers can stand or 

sit to their liking. The in-sole rod locker 

between the consoles holds up to six rods 

and can be locked while the boat is unat-

tended, keeping your gear safe.

Multispecies? How about multipur-

pose? Our test model came equipped with 

the optional bowrider seat cushions that, 

when deployed, turn this boat from fi sh-

ing machine to family runabout. Add in 

the stereo, seven standard cup holders, 

telescoping boarding ladder on the swim 

step off  the transom, and the pop-up pri-

vacy curtain in the aft platform (a portable 

MSD is optional) and suddenly the boat is 

perfect for a family jaunt around the lake. 

Just keep a rod handy in one of the dedi-

cated holders, just in case. 

The Princecraft Platinum SE 186 cuts a 

nice profi le while dashing across a lake. 

Part of that stems from its sharp entry 

point and deadrise, which tapers to 17 de-

grees at the transom, that help it slash 

through a tight lake chop. A level, stable 

riding boat always paints a 

pretty picture. But the hull 

paint and construction have 

a lot to do with it too.  Rather 

than attaching the side 

panels with typical rivets, 

 Princecraft uses airplane-

grade glue to “weld” the hull 

sides into place. The resulting 

look is sleek and seamless, as 

well as structurally stout. The 

high-gloss urethane paint job 

shimmers in the sun’s refl ec-

tion too.

Rigged with a 150 hp 

 Mercury FourStroke out-

board, our test model put up 

impressive performance numbers, top-

ping out at 48 mph at 5,200 rpm. It took 3.3 

seconds to hop onto plane en route to an 

8.3-second sprint to 30 mph. But anglers 

looking to go out in rougher conditions 

will appreciate that it holds plane at 2,500 

rpm and 16 mph. (Note: We recorded 18.6 

mph at 2,500 rpm during our sea trial due 

to the driver’s trimming for optimal per-

formance.) The full protective windshield 

keeps away the wind and spray. Once the 

crew reaches the honey hole, the anglers 

aboard will appreciate the bow casting 

deck with a built-in 17-gallon livewell. The 

aft jump seats fold down to create a second 

casting deck at the stern, complete with 

its own 17-gallon livewell. A total of six 

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 P

R
I
N

C
E

C
R

A
F

T
 B

O
A

T
S

P R I N C E C R A F T  B O AT S

Princeville, Quebec; 800-395-8858; princecraft.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the Platinum SE 

186, scan this tag 

or visit boating

mag.com/bbg18/

princecraft

platinumse186.
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Powerful. Agile. Responsive.
Move almost any trailer with our powerful, compact dolly.

1-888-926-5517 | www.parkit360.com

With Stablelock technology, our dolly won’t tip, tilt or pivot and is easily controlled with 

a simple thumb control switch. Our units have the ability to freewheel and smart trailer brakes 

are an available option for added control. 



SEE THE 

VIDEO

SPEED EFFICIENCY OPERATION
naut. stat. n. mi. s. mi.  sound

 rpm knots mph gph mpg mpg range range angle level

1000  3.6  4.1  0.6  5.9  6.8  133.6  153.8  0  61 

1500  4.3  5.0  1.0  4.3  5.0  97.8  112.5  0  68 

2000  5.5  6.3  1.4  3.9  4.5  88.0  101.3  2  72 

2500  6.4  7.4  1.9  3.4  3.9  76.1  87.6  4  72 

3000  8.9  10.2  2.7  3.3  3.8  73.9  85.0  5  79 

3500  14.1  16.2  3.2  4.4  5.1  99.0  113.9  4  79 

4000  17.2  19.8  3.8  4.5  5.2  101.9  117.2  2  84 

4500  22.0  25.3  5.3  4.1  4.8  93.3  107.4  1  86 

5000  26.2  30.2  6.1  4.3  5.0  96.8  111.4  1  85 

5500  29.3  33.7  8.0  3.7  4.2  82.4  94.8  1  87 

6000  32.7  37.6  8.8  3.7  4.3  83.5  96.1  1  91 

6200  33.0  38.0  8.9  3.7  4.3  83.5  96.1  1  99      

MOST ECONOMICAL CRUISING SPEED 

High Points
X Lightweight — this boat is easy to 

tow and thrifty on fuel.

XWave-taming deep-V hull knifes 

smoothly through chop.

X Full windshield protects from 

chilly winds to extend the season.

X Pair of livewells ensures plenty 

of bait.

Specs
· LOA: 16'11" · BEAM: 7'5" 

· DRY WEIGHT: 1,300 lb. · SEATING/

WEIGHT CAPACITY: 5/622 lb. 

· FUEL CAPACITY: 25 gal.

How We Tested

ENGINE: Mercury 90 FourStroke

DRIVE/PROP: Outboard/Mercury 

Vengeance 10.25" x 15" 3-blade 

stainless steel

GEAR RATIO: 2.07:1

FUEL LOAD: 18 gal.

CREW WEIGHT: 430 lb.

Price

$23,095 (as tested)

RANGER 

VS1670WT

A Minn Kota 55 PowerDrive trolling 

motor comes standard on the bow, and 

 special cargo netting along the forward 

gunwales serves to secure loose items. A 

pair of in-deck livewells — one in front 

of the passenger console and another 

just forward of the helm console — let 

you carry plenty of live bait or keep your 

catch alive. 

Ranger Boats’ versatile Lock Track 

accessory-mounting channel  on the gun-

wales lets you easily add and move rod 

holders, downrigger mounts and other 

items. Center locking rod stowage can 

 accommodate up to eight sticks. 

If you’re in the market for an aluminum 

multispecies, take a close look at Ranger’s 

Deep V series including the VS1670WT.

Ranger Boats might be better known for 

its legendary fi berglass bass boats, but 

it also off ers aluminum boats, includ-

ing the VS1670WT that we tested. This is 

the smallest model in the Ranger Deep V 

aluminum series, yet it handled the chop 

smoothly. The 7-foot-5-inch 

beam combined with foam 

fl otation in the hull voids cre-

ated excellent stability and 

enhanced its solid feel.

At 16 feet 11 inches, this 

boat is a cinch to tow and 

thrifty on fuel. It’s perfect for 

anglers who like to pursue a 

variety of species. The pur-

chase price is also pretty easy 

on the checking account. 

The all-welded, wood-free 

construction will endure for 

many years. The VS1670WT 

is big on comfort thanks to 

three custom Ranger-built 

pedestal seats that you can use in six bases 

at strategic points around the deck.  

In the WT models, a full windshield 

protects you from chilly blasts and sting-

ing drizzle. A walk-through panel swings 

open for easy access fore and aft. The helm 

comes standard with a  fl ush-mounted 

Lowrance Hook 5 fi sh-fi nder/chart-plotter 

combo unit.  You also get a tach, speedo, 

and fuel and trim gauges. SeaStar Solu-

tions’ No FeedBack cable steering is stan-

dard. Our boat was powered by a  Mercury 

90 FourStroke, which represents the max-

imum horsepower for this model. Our test 

boat jumped on plane in 3.5 seconds and 

reached 30 mph in 8 seconds. Top speed 

was 38 mph.

P
H

O
T

O
S

: 
C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 R

A
N

G
E

R
 B

O
A

T
S

R A N G E R  B O AT S

Flippin, Arkansas; 870-453-2222; rangerboats.com

To watch our 

video review of 

the VS1670WT, 

scan this tag 

or visit 

boatingmag

.com/bbg18/

rangervs1670.
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SAVE YOUR BACK
With a touch of a switch

WHY�NOT�BUY�THE�BEST?

You won’t believe it is the same boat when you experience  
more prop clearance, more speed, better boat handling  

and lower fuel consumption while using  
this #1 selling after market tilt & trim.

Rated for 
130 h.p. & 

smaller
motors

TILT & TRIM

800.654.3697
Call for your nearest dealer

CMC Marine, Inc., 3920 S. 13th St., Duncan, OK

cmcmarineproducts.com

Keep your boat and our environment clean. Thank you for using Clean WayTM

r��1305&$54�&/7*30/.&/5��

AND�'*--4�61�'"45&3

r��'6&-�07&3'*--�%3"*/4�

#"$,�*/50�5"/,

r��"--�"%"15&34�*/$-6%&%

r��)&"7:Ŭ%65:�."5&3*"-

r���Ŭ:&"3�8"33"/5:

Clean WayTM

 Fuel Fill

A Revolutionary Idea 
in Boat Refueling!

Finally! No more spills, splashes or fuel-soaked rags! The 
patented Clean WayTM Fuel Fill is the simple solution for 
cleaner, faster refueling. Now available: easy-to-stow 
10" size and storage Baffle Caps!  

order direct at CleanWayFuelFill.com

NOW ONLY $3695 -  $3995   

-&5�4�5"-,�%*35:

Don’t let standing water 

Rip your cover or drip 

into your boat and 

damage the interior

install a DRAINIT and...

START DRAINING 

PineLakeParts.com  

keyword - DRAINIT

STOP BAILING



FloorLiner™

Laser Measured, Custom-Fit

COMPLETE COVERAGE FOR YOUR VEHICLE
See our full line of Automotive Accessories at WeatherTech.com

© 2018 by MacNeil IP LLC

Acura · Audi · BMW · Buick · Cadillac · Chevrolet · Chrysler · Dodge · Ferrari · Ford · GMC · Honda · Hummer · Hyundai · Infiniti · Isuzu · Jeep · Kia · Land Rover  
Lexus · Lincoln · Maserati · Mazda · Mercedes-Benz · Mercury · Mini · Mitsubishi · Nissan · Oldsmobile · Plymouth · Pontiac · Porsche · Saab · Saturn · Scion 
Subaru · Suzuki · Toyota · Volkswagen · Volvo

Accessories Available for 

Order Now: 800-441-6287 Canadian Customers
WeatherTech.ca

American Customers
WeatherTech.com

European Customers
WeatherTech.eu

BumpStep®XL

24" Hitch Mounted Bumper Protection

Seat ProtectorTechLiner®AlloyCover™
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www.astroplastics.com

14101 Industrial Park Blvd. N.E. « Covington, GA 30014
Toll Free: 1-800-334-4474 « 770-786-2703

ASTROslip
™

The Ultimate Coiled Bunk Covers

Dealer Inquiries
Welcome

1 Piece Total Coverage

Extremely Durable

Makes Trailering and Launch a Breeze

Easy to Install

No Water or 
Salt Retention

No Splices
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For classified & 
marketplace ad 

placement

Contact Brian Luke
e-mail: brian.luke@bonniercorp.com

call: 407-571-4788

SERIOUS 
CORROSION 
PROTECTION

� Fishing Tackle

� Deck Hardware

� Electrical

� Engines

VISIT OUR NEW WEBSITE AT:

boeshield.com

800.962.1732
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I 
am not averse to spending other people’s money. So, when my good 

friend Chuck Larson asked me to meet his nephew Ryan at the 

Chicago Boat, RV & Strictly Sail Show to “help the kid pick out a boat,” 

I did not hesitate to say yes to the request.

Actually, I did hesitate.

First, I made sure we would not be venturing into the weirdness of the 

Strictly Sail portion of the show.

Then there was more hesitation while I 

secured financial backing (other people’s 

money) from Capt. Editor, who agreed to cover 

my expenses for the journey from snowbound 

Oshkosh, Wisconsin, to blustery  Chicago. 

Those details covered, I was off for the Windy 

City via Amtrak, where Ryan picked me up in 

his Saab 93 outside Union Station.

Ryan is not to be confused with Chuck’s hip-

ster nephew, Alan, borrower of the  Yar-Craft. 

And Ryan is not “a kid.” He’s 39 and a mogul in 

the field of public relations at a big Michigan 

Avenue shop. He keeps his Porsche in a cozy 

garage all winter, which is why he was driving his “winter beater” to the boat 

show. When the Saab’s radiator hose erupted in a cloud of steam as we parked 

in the McCormick Place garage, Ryan shrugged and we simply walked around 

the puddle of antifreeze. We were on a serious mission here.

In a pre-show interview, Ryan laid out to me his marine dream: His boat 

has an awesome audio system and blue LED cockpit lights — and matching 

underwater LED lighting — and he is bobbing off Navy Pier with friends or 

clients, waiting for fireworks. Or he is watching the Blue Angels in an air 

show. Or he is entertaining his posse 

dockside at Burnham Harbor before 

walking to Soldier Field for a Bears 

game. I noticed that his Saab has 

an awesome audio system and blue 

LED mood lighting.

I immediately navigated Ryan 

to the Formula booth and aboard a 

well-optioned 290 BR. I clicked a 

switch on the dash, and blue LEDs 

glowed from each speaker grille. 

This was too easy. I gave Ryan a full 

Boating magazine walk-through of 

the Formula, but he became fixated 

on one small detail. Formula fills 

the center of each snap for canvas 

with a little black-rubber plug. I’m 

told it’s to ward off salt residue and 

dirt. Ryan loved the little plugs as 

much as he loved the blue LEDs. We 

spent the rest of the day looking at 

other perfectly serviceable 29-foot 

boats, some with blue LED lighting. 

None with plugs in the snaps. Ryan 

checked every boat.

At some point, I’d explained to 

Ryan that when I evaluate a boat 

and see some obvious sloppy work-

manship, it makes me suspect the 

quality in places I can’t see. The 

snap plugs were Ryan’s confirma-

tion of the absolute superiority of 

the Formula 290 BR.

At the end of the day, we stood 

on a dark, cold street corner and 

watched as the Saab was winched 

onto a flatbed recovery truck. The 

bitter weather and the price of the 

Formula made Ryan think hard 

about the short season in Chicago 

and the days Lake Michigan would 

be too rough to be fun. Pragmatism 

set in. Maybe he’d join a boat club 

or start with a smaller boat on Lake 

Geneva. His girlfriend wouldn’t like 

the boat — or spending the money. 

Maybe he’d get a new girlfriend. One 

who happens to be attracted to blue 

LED lighting.

At some point, I’d
explained to Ryan that 

when I evaluate a boat and 
see some obvious sloppy 

workmanship, it makes 
me suspect the quality in 

places I can’t see.

SEDUCED BY

SNAPS AND LED
Sometimes the devil  really is  in the details .
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CELEBRATING 50 YEARS

OF FISHING, FAMILY AND FUN

BAY BOATS • CENTER CONSOLES • DUAL CONSOLES • WALKAROUNDS

WWW.ROBALO.COM

Isn’t it about time you got everything you ever wanted out 
of your boat? Since 1968, Robalo has proudly worked to 
THRL� `V\Y� IVH[PUN� KH`Z� L]LU� IL[[LY�� ISLUKPUN� J\[[PUNώLKNL�
technology with timeless styles that make their mark on the 
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When bringing home the boat of your dreams is this easy, there 
is just one question left to ask: which ride is right for me? You 
can count on Robalo’s diverse lineup to have the perfect boat 
for you—whether that means a Cayman Bay Boat, Walkaround, 
Center or Dual Console.

(Z�H�[LUώ[PTL�YLJPWPLU[�VM�[OL�544(�*:0�H^HYK�MVY�L_JLSSLUJL�
in customer satisfaction, our record says it all. An added perk, 
Reel Deal pricing, comes standard on every Robalo and keeps 
costs simple and refreshingly straightforward: just the way it 
should be.

246SD

R302

R317

R305



All the innovative technology of the Evinrude E-TEC G2 is now available from 150 HP to 300 HP. Which 

means best-in-class torque, best-in-class fuel efficiency and the industry’s lowest total emissions are 

now available for more boats, more boaters and more boating experiences. Design yours at evinrude.com.


