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From the editor

Peter Nielsen

Gone
   Sailing

Often you run out of varnish- or epoxy-friendly weekends before the renewed launch date and find yourself 
pleading with the yard manager to leave you in till just before Memorial Day weekend, the holy grail for New 
England cruising sailors. But that can go wrong too; everyone else will be in the same position, and absent a bottle 
of single malt to sweeten the deal, you may well find yourself struggling to be in the water by the 4th of July. 

If you do strike it lucky, though, some terrific sailing awaits you in June, no matter where you are. The days are 
long and the winds, while seldom warm offshore north of the Chesapeake, are at least only moderately chilly and 
that mainly when they come from the northeast. 

On the Great Lakes, on San Francisco Bay, in the Pacific Northwest and in New England, the waters will be a 
little too cold for anyone past the age of 12 to go swimming and the nights will be cool enough for you to wish 
you had a heater. But having an anchorage to yourself on a still evening when the moon and stars are out is a 
wonderful experience, well worth a couple of extra layers of clothing. Sure, you may have to wait for the fog to 
burn off in the mornings, but that’s a great excuse to spend a couple of extra hours in a snug bunk.

Further south, down past the Carolinas to the Florida coast and around the Gulf of Mexico, summer is already 
well established, but the steambath heat and humidity of July and August—not to mention the worst of the 
thunderstorms— are still some way off and you’ll be enjoying some champagne sailing, though you’ll be wearing 
rain gear some of the time.

All it takes is a boat, and the will to sail it. Then you can set your email reply to the immortal words “gone 
sailing” and make your actions suit your words. Better bring that extra blanket, though. s

A
s far as I’m concerned, June is the best month of the 
season—with the usual caveats, familiar to all who sail 
in the Northeast. First, the boat must have been launched on time, which 

presupposes a mild winter; all it takes is the usual January/February freeze followed by a 
couple of late snowstorms to throw everything into disarray. Watching your launch date 
come and go when there is still a couple of feet of snow in the boatyard is a mortifying, 
but sadly not uncommon, scenario. Worse still is the knowledge that you’ve not even 
had a chance to paint the bottom or wax your topsides, let alone tackle any other of the 
myriad projects that require a warm weekend or two to complete.
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FEEDBACK
From the SAIL community

How to reach us
Living the SAIL life? Have stories, tips, photos or something else you want to share with us? 

Email us at sailmail@sailmagazine.com | Sign up for our e-newsletter | Interact with us on social media.

The Sailing Scene
Here are a few pictures from our readers, taken during their cruising adventures. Are you out there sailing, cruising and living the 
sailing life? If you are, we’d love to see your sailing photos. Send your sailing shots to sailmail@sailmagazine.com for a chance to 
have your sailing memory featured in these pages.  

Here is the 60ft  schooner Statia sailing off  the southern tip of 
Vancouver Island, Canada. —Ken Pfi ster

Th is was taken during a “rough sail” from Tortola to Anegada 
in the BVIs aboard our Bavaria 50, Moby. —Pete & Lyn Pierce

Here’s a shot of a sunrise over Seal Bay, in Vinalhaven, 
Maine. I took the picture during a September cruise from 
Mount Desert Island to Portland and back aboard my 
Pearson 34, Slap Shot. —Dave Short
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HOT TOPIC 
“Burning Issues” (April) was a very good article on portable fi re extinguishers. An 
additional maintenance suggestion for dry chemical fi re extinguishers is to periodically 
invert the fi re extinguisher and tap its side to loosen and “fl uff ” the dry chemical powder. 
You will be able to feel the movement of the powder in the extinguisher. Th e powder can 
pack down over time, and if it is not “fl uff ed,” when you pull the trigger the only thing that 
may come out of the nozzle is the propellant and not the fi re-fi ghting powder. 
—Don Walters, St. Louis, MO

VARNISHING TIPS
I thought James Seidel’s article on varnishing (“Shine On,” April) was terrifi c. During the 
restoration of my International One Design, Baleia, I learned four other things about 

varnishing that others might fi nd useful: 
First, a big package of clean micro-fi ber cloths was better than tack 

loths for picking up sanding dust, because they are equally eff ective, 
don’t leave a sticky residue and can be reused aft er washing—but don’t 
use fabric soft ener. 

Secondly, a product called Bloxygen, which I actually saw in the back 
of your magazine, became an essential part of my varnishing kit. It was 
100-percent eff ective in maintaining the integrity of the varnish for a 
long time aft er opening the can, saving money and time. 

Th ird, the cure for all varnishing mistakes is simple—sand and re-
apply the last coat. 

Lastly, be very patient and take your time with each step. My coach 
through the project—a very skilled Marblehead boatbuilder who pretty 

much singlehandedly built a magnifi cent cold-molded 8-meter in his backyard—once told 
me, “If you don’t have time to do it right, there’s no way you’ll have time to do it again...” 
Sage advice. —Ed Crouch, via sailmail@sailmagazine.com

ROLE MODEL OR BAD INFLUENCE? 
I was disappointed to read “Remembering Th omas” (Waterlines, 
April). Th omas Tangvald was no doubt a brave and skilled sailor who 
regrettably suff ered many tragic losses, and returned repeatedly to the 
sea. But to expose his family, as perhaps did his father, to the risks of 
the open sea in a “very crude vessel” was irresponsible, however macho, 
free-spirited, and romantic it feels to most sailors. Th e photograph that 
ran in the article shows two young children, Th omas and his sibling, 
onboard without life jackets. I think the title of “ultimate role model” 
should be withheld. —Yale Shulman, via sailmail@sailmagazine.com

TIED UP
In regard to the article “Painter Meets Prop” (April), the same thing happened to me in my 
28ft  Endeavor—painter wrapped, engine quit. I reached down and grabbed the painter line, 
started the engine and put it in reverse, keeping the line taut until it unwound from the 
prop shaft . I never got wet and never let it happen again. —Hale A. Quigley, Pensacola, FL
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Waterlines 
by Charles J. Doane

If you’ve read the book, you may be experiencing a small shock of recognition here. Yes, I mean that Thomas Tangvald. You can see a photo
tof him at age 15 on the back of the book inspecting the shattered remainsof his father’s boat after it piled up on a reef off the island of Bonaire in the southern Caribbean in 1991.

Thomas lost both his dad and his younger half-sister, Carmen, inthat wreck, an event he barely survived and witnessed from a surfboardin the dark of night. And this, amazingly, was just the last in a myriadof tragedies that defined his childhood—the first being witnessingthe murder of his French mother, Lydia, at the hands of pirates in theSulu Sea when he was only 3, the second being the loss of his Chinesestepmother, Ann (mother of Carmen), who got clubbed overboard byan errant boom during a transatlantic passage from the Canary Islandsto Grenada when he was 8.
Thomas was both born and raised on his father’s home-built 50ft yawl,L’Artemis de Pytheas, and was the ultimate “cruising kid.” His dad wasvery much a hardcore traditionalist, sailing only engineless boats with noelectricity, and Thomas absorbed all this and more, teaching himself both yacht design and celestial navigation from books he found onboard. Heeven built a sextant all on his own from scratch. After he was orphaned he went to live with Edward and Clare Allcard, two well-known sailors who were close to his dad, and soon proved what a fine mind he had by winning a scholarship to study mathematics at university.Not long after graduating, Thomas returned to the sea and sailed singlehanded across the Atlantic from England to the Spanish Virgin Islands in a 22ft gaff cutter. Taking after his dad, he sailed with no engine,no electronics and no proper charts. His landfall in the Caribbean, hewrote Clare Allcard, was the happiest day of his life.Thomas made a life for himself in the Spanish Virgins. He was well-knownin traditional-boat racing circles, which is how he met his wife, Christina, atFoxy Callwood’s Wooden Boat Regatta on Jost van Dyke. Together they hada son, Gaston, and started a small organic farm on the island of Vieques.

After some years on Vieques the couple decided to emigrate to Brazil,and Thomas, characteristically, determined they should travel by boat.To this end he purchased a 34ft open-cockpit Puerto Rican traditional nativo sloop, Oasis, and converted her to a bluewater cruiser. He added acabin and modified her rig, but still she had no engine, no electricity, nolifelines even, and by any modern standard, she was a very crude vessel.Thomas succeeded in sailing this humble craft some 2,000 miles,mostly to windward, from Vieques to the mouth of the Amazon, with hisheavily pregnant wife and small son aboard. He documented his voyagein a series of articles for the Caribbean magazine All at Sea. This was alsothe boat he was aboard when he disappeared in March 2014, sailing on his own to Fernando de Noronha, which is where he hoped ultimately tosettle with his family.
He was, by any measure, a remarkable young man. He overcame staggering tragedy, but it never made him cautious. He continued, as hisfather had, to live his life on his own terms. He was given a very fittingepitaph by his half-sister, Virginia (born to his father’s last wife, Flor-ence, who left him before the wreck at Bonaire), who told a Norwegian newspaper shortly after he was lost: “Our family has experienced many tragedies. But when you put yourself on the quest for freedom and find-ing one’s true nature, there is no other way of living that does not feel likea tragedy in itself.” s

SAIL’s Cruising Editor, Charles J. Doane, sails his Tanton 39 on the Maine coast and down in the West Indies whenever he gets the chance. He is the author of The Modern Cruising Sailboat, published by International Marine, and is a contributing blogger at SAILfeed.com

Remembering 
ThomasThomas
How the ultimate cruising kid became anultimate role model

I t is just over two years now since ThomasTangvald went missing at sea while sailingsinglehanded from French Guyana to Fernandode Noronha, an island far off the coast of Brazil, andI find I am still haunted by the loss. I never met theyoung man (he was aged 37 when he disappeared),but I had known of him for many years, ever sinceI read a book by his father, Peter Tangvald, titled AtAny Cost: Love, Life & Death At Sea.

Peter Tangvald (left) 
with his son Thomas 

(center) aboard 
L’Artemis de Pytheas

varnishing that others might fi nd useful: 

cloths for picking up sanding dust, because they are equally eff ective, 
don’t leave a sticky residue and can be reused aft er washing—but don’t 
use fabric soft ener. 

of your magazine, became an essential part of my varnishing kit. It was 

through the project—a very skilled Marblehead boatbuilder who pretty 

52

A P R I L 2 0 1 6

PROJECT
BOAT

WORKS

P
H

O
T

O
 B

Y
 B

IL
L
Y

 B
L

A
C

K

A 
well-done varnish job is one of those 

things that we have all marveled at—

whether it was the hand rail or toerail 

or some other wood accent on the boat, we’ve 

asked what varnish was used and what were 

the application methods. What was the secret? 

Although there is a resurgence in building 

wooden boats, the dominant amount of boats 

are fiberglass and most of the wood used on 

them, except for the deck, is used as accents. 

But the reason we varnish those areas remains 

the same—protection. The reason to varnish 

any wood is to protect it from the sun, and 

from water and rot. The secondary reason is to 

make the wood look good. 

TYPES OF VARNISH

The first step in the process is to determine 

what varnish you want to use, and this can be 

confusing. You may go into a chandlery and 

ask for a “spar varnish.” However, spar varnish 

has become a generic term for just about any 

varnish that can be used outdoors. The term 

comes from the days when spars were made 

of wood and ships were at sea. The varnish 

needed to protect the wood had to be flexible 

and quick-drying. These early spar varnishes 

were what was known as “short oil” varnishes, 

which contained a resin such as pine tar and a 

small, or short, amount of a drying oil, such as 

boiled linseed oil or soya. (The terms long, me-

dium and short refer to the ratio of oil to resin 

in a varnish or other coating.) This fit the bill as 

it dried quickly, was very flexible and was rela-

tively inexpensive. However, on the downside, 

these varnishes were not very durable. 

Since the time of wooden ships, new res-

ins and oils have been introduced to make 

varnishes more durable and clearer. Long oil 

varnishes became more durable, especially 

when combined with tung oil (or China wood 

oil), but they were more expensive.  

There are basically four ingredients that

go into a varnish—resin, drying oil, solvent

and additives. The resins commonly used in

modern marine varnishes can be an alkyd

or a phenolic, or a resin that has been modi-

fied with urethane. The top quality varnishes

are long-oil varnishes that use either boiled

linseed oil or tung oil as a drying oil, but there

are still some less expensive varnishes that use

other, cheaper oils.

Modern varnishes will also use a good UV 

package as well as surface stabilizers to protect

the wood from the sun. Solvents used are mostly

mineral spirits or naphtha (a general term for

liquid hydrocarbon mixtures produced from 

natural gas condensates, petroleum distillates,

and the distillation of coal tar and peat) although

there are some blends that will aid with applica-

tion and help you get a better finish. There are

some water-based varnishes, but generally they

have lower solids and require about twice as

many coats to provide the same protection to the

wood as solvent based varnishes.

My favorite varnish is a modified alkyd tung

oil varnish, because I like the way it flows off

the brush as well as the way it looks after several

coats. It has an excellent UV package and is very

durable. It is also easy to patch up if it happens

to get damaged. Both Captain’s and Flagship var-

nishes from Pettit, and Schooner varnish from

Interlux, are alkyd-tung oil blends.

THE APPLICATION PROCESS 

When it comes to varnishing, there is no substi-

tute for good preparation. The signs of poor prep

will show through the highest quality varnish.

When preparing a varnished surface that is in

good shape, remember sanding does not remove

contamination. Therefore, the first step is to

clean it well by wiping the area with a rag damp-

ened with a solvent, such as xylene or whatever

is recommended by the manufacturer, to remove

any contamination, then follow with a clean dry

rag. After the surface has been cleaned, sand the

area with 220- to 320-grade sandpaper. Wipe

with solvent again after sanding. You can use a

tack cloth to remove sanding residue, but always

wipe down with solvent afterward to be certain

the tack rag did not leave a residue behind. Ap-

ply one to two coats of new varnish.

If the old varnish is in poor shape, it is best to 

remove it and start from bare wood. Selecting 

the right equipment can expedite the process. 

For example, chemical varnish remover loosens 

thick buildup and allows speedy removal with 

a wide blade pull scraper. Always use a sharp 

scraper and slightly round the edge of these 

tools with a file to avoid gouging the wood. 

Never file or sharpen a scraper where the filings 

are likely to end up on an area that is going to 

Shine On
A guide to the different types of 

varnish and how to get the perfect 

coat by James Seidel 

Proper preparation 

and application are 

key for a quality 

varnish job
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Th e Evening Sun     
Photo by Onne van der Wal 

Though the sailing season is rather short-lived compared to southern 
climes, there are many splendid aspects to cruising in New England 
during the summer months, including the ability to take in those 
long, beautiful sunsets. Here, a Morris 42 enjoys the end of a peaceful 
day during a relaxing cruise through Great Harbor, Maine. 
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under sail

Cruising

A
s the sun dropped below the western 
horizon one evening in December 2014, 
we watched the parting glow from the 

cockpit of Archer, our Outremer 51 catamaran. 
We were anchored in Bequia’s Admiralty Bay, 
our first island stop after completing the ARC+ 
rally from Gran Canaria to St. Lucia via the 
Cape Verde islands. When darkness fell, we 
watched the masthead lights of the monohulls 
anchored nearby whip metronomically back 
and forth in the harbor swell. Unaffected by the 
motion of the sea, Archer sat quietly.

 Four months earlier, after more than three 
decades of sailing monohulls across oceans, to 
the Caribbean, and up and down the East Coast 
of the United States, we had begun our transi-
tion to a catamaran. We were looking for a 
change—and a challenge. We thought we might 
be able to cruise farther into the future on a cat, 
and we wanted to be able to invite our grand-
sons and their parents to visit us comfortably in 
the added space of a multihull.

Sailing and living aboard a cat is, in some 
ways, very similar to cruising on a monohull. 
After all, sailing is sailing, and the same prin-
ciples apply to both types of boats. But all boats 
are different, as we have experienced when we 
changed monohulls in the past.

Speed has always been important to us. It’s not 
that we are racers, but the boat that goes faster 
gets into port sooner. The boat that gets into port 
sooner avoids the next squall or approaching 
front. And cruisers on faster boats have more 
time to explore their destinations than those 
who spend more time at sea. On our last mono-
hull, a Saga 48 named Altair, we consistently 
arrived in port among the top 10 to 15 percent 
of the boats we sailed with. We met that same 
expectation with Archer in the 2014 ARC+ rally.

To be clear, Archer is a cruising catamaran, 
designed by Outremer Yachting to combine 
performance-enhancing characteristics like dag-
gerboards with comfortable accommodations 
designed for a cruising couple and their guests. 

We are not flying hulls and defying gravity when 
we sail, and we certainly are not suffering with 
pipe berths and compromised living spaces.

Sailing well in all conditions and at all wind 
angles is the key to consistent speed on a long 
passage on a catamaran, just as it is on a mono-
hull. In downwind conditions, we have wing-on-
wing options and use a symmetrical spinnaker 
on Archer, just as we did on Altair. For heavy air, 
we have a staysail and a mainsail with three reefs. 
Just as on Altair, the reefing lines are led back to 
the cockpit. On Archer, as on Altair, some of the 
winches are electric, others are manual.

We reef at about the same wind speeds on Ar-
cher as we did on Altair. And on both boats, it is 
often the case that reefing doesn’t slow the boat; 
it just makes it more comfortable. The difference 
is that a monohull tells you when to reef because 
you can feel the strain on the rigging and the 
excessive heel of the hull. On a catamaran, you 
reef at prescribed wind speeds as shown on 
the gauges, because the strain on the rig is less 
evident, and you are always sailing flat.

Contributing to Archer’s performance is the 
integration of daggerboards into the hull. That’s 
something we had to learn to effectively sail our 
catamaran. Raising and lowering the boards 
adds a step to the tacking procedure, but it is 
easy enough to do with the electric winches. 
Lowering the boards, we found, also helps to 

Seeing Double
When a sailing couple switched from one hull to two, a new 

chapter in their cruising lives opened up by Julie Palm

The author and crew on 
the deck of Archer, as 
they finish the 2014 ArC
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LCD (1.7” W x 1.7” H or 2.3” diagonal) and Easy to Operate Menu System makes this the most intuitive handheld 
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and is backed by our industry-leading 3-year waterproof warranty.
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stabilize the boat in swells or confused seas.
On passages, we have always sailed as a 

couple or, on long trips, with a third crewmem-
ber. We generally operate a three-hour, single-
person watch system at night. Sometimes 
when squalls are likely, we put in a single reef 
before dark and change from the reacher to the 
genoa. One person can easily furl the genoa. 
Rick sleeps in the saloon where he can be easily 
awakened by the helmsperson if need be. All 
these routines are exactly the same as those we 
practiced for years on our monohulls.

Our goal to operate as “green” as possible is 
the same on our multihull as it was on Altair. 
On both boats, we used solar panels and a Watt 
& Sea hydrogenerator to charge our batteries. 
Altair had greater energy needs, and was also 
equipped with a wind generator and a 7Kw 
diesel generator. When given an opportunity to 
design Archer as we wanted from the factory, we 
chose to simplify the electrical system and elimi-
nate both the wind and the diesel generators.

The motion on a cat is different from that of 
a monohull. Sometimes, it is noisier, too. Fre-
quently the waves and swells hit one hull from 
one angle and the other hull from another. As 
our boat mate Tim Szabo explained, “Once 
one ‘gets it’ … the quicker, shorter motion 
… you realize it is a sailboat too, but one in 
which all the sea routines are easier and get-
ting around is much more comfortable. Lots 
of space to be alone, but together, too.”  Before 
sailing on Archer, Tim completed an Atlantic 
Circle and many thousands of ocean miles on 
his Saga 43, Kinship.

Sailing flat on a multihull is less physically 
demanding than sailing “on your ear” aboard a 
monohull. Getting in and out of bunks without 
lee cloths is effortless. We boil water on the 
non-gimbaled stove in the galley without fear 

of splashes and burns. More meals are pre-
pared underway instead of being premade and 
frozen. Cranking a winch with both feet firmly 
planted on a flat deck is much more efficient 
than cranking when you’re off balance and the 
boat is heeled. The trampolines are a working 
platform that allow us to change sails or raise 
and lower the spinnaker easily and safely. 

In our monohull days, we were very comfort-
able sailing wing-on-wing, usually with the 
mainsail stowed, the genoa poled out to wind-
ward and the jib flying to leeward. On Archer, 
however, we do not have a pole—most cata-
maran sailors don’t use them—so we sail with 
our bright-red reacher to leeward and the main 
with a preventer on the boom to the other side. 
When we substitute the genoa for the reacher 
in higher wind conditions or in anticipation of 
squalls, we add a barber hauler to better control 
the height of the clews. The trick to flying a 
spinnaker without a pole, we discovered, is to 
apply tension to both guys, one on each hull, 
and trim the sheet to keep the chute full.

Steering a cat is much more a matter of watch-
ing the gauges than with a monohull. We steer 
Archer with the autopilot, carefully tweaking de-
gree by degree to aim the boat as far downwind 
as possible and keep the sails full. Alternatively, 
we use her tiller to steer with greater feeling for 

the motion of the boat and its reaction to the 
wind—a bit closer to the feel of a monohull. 

We can keep sailing comfortably in less than 
10 knots of true wind. We ended the trans-
atlantic run to St. Lucia with only about five 
motoring hours—many fewer, we believe, than 
we would have had on Altair with her 6ft keel 
and heavier displacement.

Weight is a much bigger deal on a catamaran. 
Excessive weight can compromise a multihull’s 
performance much faster and more dramati-
cally than on a monohull. We outfitted Archer 
to be as simple as possible with 12-volt electric-
ity, no generator, no washer/dryer, no ice maker 
and AC in the saloon only, which we only use 
when docked with shorepower. 

A year and many thousands of catamaran 
sailing miles later, we are happily still climbing 
our learning curve, discovering new ways to sail 
Archer more effectively each day. There are plus-
ses and minuses, compromises and trade-offs, as 
with all boats. But in the end, the biggest differ-
ence is that we generally sail about 2 knots faster 
than we used to on Altair, more easily and also 
more comfortably. That’s hard to beat! s

Rick and Julie Palm have sailed together since 

1980 on a succession of monohulls before jumping 

into the multihull world 

The author and her crew are all 
smiles at the end of the 2014 ARC

The author’s 
previous 

ride, Altair,  
a Saga 48
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ne of the biggest dilemmas new cruis-
ers face when leaving the dock is decid-
ing what items make the fi nal cut and 

come aboard the boat. When it comes to items 
like musical instruments, personal electronics 
and recreational equipment, we all have our 
own preferences. 

My wife, Tara, and I are both avid cyclists. 
We like to ride long distances on our road 
bikes and enjoy cycling together as a couple. 
We knew cycling would allow us to explore, 
and if nothing else, we could use the bikes to 
provision. But could we store two full-size 
road bikes on our 38ft  1965 Pearson Invicta?  

Many cruisers told us to forget the bikes—
they would take up too much space, would not 
be used and would corrode. But we weren’t 
about it give up cycling and were determined 
to bring the bikes with us. 

We briefl y considered folding bikes, but they 
are simply not made for comfortable long-
distance riding with their wheel diameters 
and frame sizes. Th e good ones are also very 

expensive, and we already owned two high-end 
Cannondale road bicycles, which were sized 
for us and are very light. Unfortunately, these 
two fully assembled bikes would not fi t in our 
lockers and keeping them on deck was not an 
option. For one thing, they would be exposed 
to the salt spray and air. An even bigger con-
cern was safety—lines could become entangled 
on them, or they would be a tripping hazard in 
rough seas. We would have to break the bikes 
down in order to stow them out of the way.

In search of a solution I consulted some 
cyclist friends who travel frequently to various 
international bike races, and they told us how 
they dissemble and store their bikes in bike bags. 
Finally, our plan was hatched!  

Th ere are two types of storage bags for bikes: 
hard shell and soft . Th e hard shelled bags would 
not fi t in any of our lockers. However, the soft  
bags were easier to fi t into our cockpit lockers 
and were fairly reasonably priced at $80 each.  

Th e wheels, handlebars, pedals and seats eas-
ily come off  our bikes to fi t in the bag.  Unfor-
tunately, as the time arrived to pack away the 
bikes, my road bike was harder to break down 
than planned. Th e end result was my commuter 
bike came with us; it was a little heavier but 
would still fi t in the bag.

Th e additional piece of equipment that came 
on the boat with the bicycles is our Park Tools 
folding bike stand. Th e stand makes it much 
easier to break down or assemble a bike, so 
that it can be done in around 10 to 15 minutes. 

When the bikes are being stowed away, I make 
sure the derailleurs and brakes are sprayed 
with WD-40 to keep moisture away. And 
when I am putting them back together, I lube 
the chain (with dry lube that is less messier 
then wet lube), derailleurs and brakes.  
Th e breakdown process is as follows:

• Remove the front wheels and the skewers
• Attach bike frame to the bike stand
• Remove the back wheel, pedals, seat and 

seat post
• Loosen handlebars and rotate them close to 

the frame and Velcro strip the bars to the 
frame, keeping all cables attached as well

• Place all items in the carrying bag in the 
specifi ed pockets

Of course, getting both bags to fi t was a 
process of trial and error, and once we were 
sure how they fi t, each bag was labeled on the 
outside so that we would know which direction 
they went into in the locker. We were surprised 
at how little room they take up.  

It is easier to assemble the bikes on shore than 
on the boat, so we needed to come up with a 
plan to get two people and two bike bags ashore. 
Fortunately, we have an 8ft  infl atable dinghy that 
can easily accommodate Tara and both bikes. 
She takes everything ashore, unloads and heads 
back to the boat to pick me up. Th e process is 
done in reverse when we are ready to leave. 

Aft er 16 months of cruising, we are still very 
happy that we brought our road bikes. Cycling 
opens up so many opportunities for exploring 
the towns and cities we visit. Bicycles and 
boats are a great match and have many 
similarities for psychological wellbeing. s

Brian and Tara Flanagan cruise Florida’s west 

coast on Scout, their Pearson Invicta yawl 

Bikes on Boats
Exploring on two wheels by Brian Flanagan

Bikes are a great asset 
for exploring a new port 
of call, but stowing them 
onboard can be diffi cult 

The author 
takes apart 
his bike 
after a ride

Stowage for 
the bikes



T
he thud of a book landing on a desk 
is a rare pleasure in this digital age, 
much more satisfying than the ping 

of an email or text alert. Kindle has its place, 
but there’s nothing like paper to get a lasting 
message across. 

Good sailing fiction is a rare commodity 
these days—though there seems to be no 
shortage of bad stuff—so it was a pleasure 
to receive not one but two sailing-centric 
novels in the same month. In Before The 
Wind, author Jim Lynch tells the engaging 
tale of the Johannssens, a sailing family that’s 
like a distillation of all the eccentric, funny 
and cranky sailors you’ve ever met. All too 
many writers have failed to convey both the 
technicalities and the spiritual joys of sailing 
in a manner that will engage the uninitiated 
without alienating the experienced, but lifelong 
sailor Lynch carries it off in this enjoyable read.

As for Richard Probert’s That Good Night, 
here’s a book that could start a whole new 
genre—geezer sailing fiction. The hero is 
84-year-old Charlie Lambert, who refuses to 
go gently into the good night of old age. He 
springs himself from a nursing home, buys a 
sailboat and heads off into the wild blue yonder 
to live out his days on his own terms, not those 
of his children. Keeping his whereabouts secret 
from his family and with a private eye hot on 
his trail, Charlie finds romance, freedom and, 
eventually, an ending of his own choosing.

And now for something completely 
different—Selling Your Writing to the Boating 

Spring Reading

Books for 

Sailors

Magazines—and other niche mags. Here, Michael Robertson 
provides a comprehensive guide to conceiving, pitching, and 
(most importantly) writing articles that specialist magazines like 
SAIL will want to publish. I’d consider this book essential reading 
for aspiring sailing writers. If you want proof that Robertson 
knows whereof he speaks, I refer you to his excellent article on 
cruising Glacier Bay on page 32. —Peter Nielsen

Summer’s here and you’re still shopping for sails. 

Consider four key factors: performance, durability, 

value...and consider the sailmaker.

The team at UK Sailmakers’ unsurpassed customer 

service will help you select the right sails for your 

boat. The result: you’ll enjoy your new sails more.

Ask UK about X-Drive, the latest development in 

loadpath sails with hundreds of narrow carbon tapes 

running corner-to-corner. You’ll enjoy grand-prix shape 

holding, seasons of durability, and attractive prices. 

Contact UK Sailmakers today 

and see for yourself how quality 

products combined with excellent 

service can make a real difference.

PERFORMANCE, DURABILITY, VALUE.
X-DRIVE

® SAILS BY UK SAILMAKERS

www.UKSailmakers.com

Buy With Confi dence 

Race With Confi dence
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t’s long been known that sailing is not just 
good fun, it’s good for you too—both men-
tally and physically. And this goes double for 

people with disabilities. It therefore made all the 
sense in the world when the USMMA Sailing 
Foundation, and sailors like America’s Cup vet-
eran Ralf Steitz and Paralympic silver medalist 
Jen French decided to create the Warrior Sail-
ing Program to get ill and sometimes severely 
injured service members out on the water—in-
cluding veterans wounded in places like Iraq, 
Afghanistan and even Vietnam. 

Th ere’s just one problem: when you get a 
bunch of military types, many of them highly 
motivated, out on a sailboat, they don’t just 
want to participate, they want to compete, and 
at a high level to boot. 

Enter the Warrior Sailing Team, comprised 
of qualifi ed graduates of one of the program’s 
intensive training camps, which began mixing 
it up around the buoys in 2015 and isn’t afraid 
to hit the big-time in terms of both disabled 
and mainstream sailing.

Last year, the team got things started by rac-
ing in the J/22 class at Charleston Race Week 

and went on to take fi rst at the Disabled Na-
tional Championships. In 2016 the team’s race 
schedule began with another visit to Charleston 
and includes the upcoming North American 
Challenge Cup in Chicago and the J/22 Worlds 
taking place in Kingston, Ontario, this August. 

“What we found from the training camps 
is that a lot of people wanted to keep sailing. 
It isn’t very fair to teach people to sail and not 

give them an opportunity,” program director 
Ben Poucher says, noting an impressive 76 per-
cent of basic-training grads have said they want 
to continue with the sport. 

Equally important, Poucher says, is how 
well sailing helps fi ll a void for those sailors, 
soldiers, marines and airmen in need of help 
recovering from the physical and emotional 
injuries they’ve sustained, oft en through their 
service. “Th e biggest thing is getting people 
who may be having a tough time off  the couch, 
teaching them a skill and giving them a com-
munity, like what they knew in the military.”

Designed to function as a mobile program, 
the Warrior Sailing Program leads a rather 
nomadic existence, transporting its staff  and 
expertise to various venues around the country 
where it partners with local yacht clubs and 
other sailing organizations that provide boats, 
docks and space for onshore training. 

Later this year, for example, San Francisco’s 
St. Francis Yacht Club, Sail Newport, the San 
Diego Yacht Club and the Annapolis Yacht 
Club will all be hosting training camps. Past 

venues have included Florida’s 
St. Petersburg Yacht Club, the 
Texas Corinthian Yacht Club, 
the Sea Scout base in Galveston, 
Texas, and even the Kaneohe 
Yacht Club in Hawaii. 

Central to the Warrior 
Sailing Program’s mission is 
its ability to cover the sailing 
expenses for all ill, wounded 
or injured active or retired 
service members taking part. 
To this end the program relies 
on funding from a number of 
sources, including VA Adaptive 
Sports Grants, sponsorships 
and private donations. 

However, Poucher says the program has 
barely scratched the surface in terms of the 
many service members in need of help—by 
some estimates over a half million—and as such 
it is looking to grow, which means it is also in 
need of additional fi nancial support. For those 
interested in taking part or helping out with a 
program that truly represents sailing at its fi n-
est, visit warriorsailing.org/getinvolved. s

Warrior Program Hits the Racecourse
What do you do with a bunch of motivated newbie sailors? Go racing, of course!  by Adam Cort

The Warrior Sailing 
Team in training for last 
year’s Disabled National 

Championship regatta

The Warrior Sailing 
Program pays a visit 
to the San Diego
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THE SAILING WORLD HAS ITS LEGEND BACK! 

30 years ago, world champion yachts served as the inspiration for the first real performance cruiser: the 

legendary Dehler 34. She now returns - as ground-breaking and distinctive as its predecessor. She comes 

with a carbon-reinforced hull, an innovative space concept and a superior sailing performance, which can be 
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OLYMPIC-SIZED NIGHTMARE
Britain’s three-time Finn-class world champion Giles Scott posted a great start 

to the Trofeo Princess Sofi a Olympic qualifying regatta in Marjorca, Spain, 

winning the fi rst race. Th en disaster struck when his rudder broke loose in race 

two, so that he was unable to fi nish. Can you really blame him for chucking 

the works into the drink (inset, right)? Nonethless, the indomitable Scott came 

back, taking second place overall behind New Zealand sailor Josh Junior. Suffi  ce 

it to say, a sailor as tough as Scott is going to be hard to beat in Rio!

UNDER SAIL

RACING
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50th Newport-
Bermuda Race on Tap

T
his summer marks the 50th running of the biennial Newport 
Bermuda Race, and the sailing community is responding to the 
milestone by fi elding a near-record fl eet, comprised of everything 

from Jim and Kristy Clark’s super-maxi Comanche to defending overall 
winner, Michael Cone’s Hinckley Bermuda 40, Actaea. 

Also in the mix will be such standouts as the schooner America, the 
112ft  three-masted Spirit of Bermuda and, at the small end of the spec-
trum, Jonathan Green’s Beneteau Oceanis 351 Jeroboam, winner of the 
2013 OSTAR. At press time more than 200 boats were expected to take 
part, beating the 198 boats which took part in 2008, but still shy of the 
record 265 boats that competed in the centennial race in 2006.

Although some of the biggest names in sailing will be sailing aboard 
such boats as the Maxi 72s Proteus, Momo and Bella Mente, the race 
remains a diverse one with 95 
percent of the skippers quali-
fying as amateurs and a full 
40 percent of skippers doing 
the race for the fi rst time. 

As always, the biggest prize 
of them all will be the St. 
David’s Lighthouse Trophy, 
which goes to the fastest ama-
teur cruiser-racer in the fl eet 
on corrected time. As in years 
past, a doublehanded division 
will be part of the mix as well. 
Meanwhile, the time to beat 
over the 635-mile course for 
the big boys, like perpetual line-honors contender Comanche is 39 hours, 
39 minutes, set by George David’s Rambler in 2012. For more on this 
year’s race, visit bermudarace.com. —AC  

Jeroboam is one of over 
200 boats expected to race 
to Bermuda this month

Proteus is one of three Maxi 72s that will 
undoubtedly be among the fi rst boats to 
fi nish in Bermuda  
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F
arr Yacht Design of Annapolis, Maryland, has released the fi rst 
renderings of the new Super 12 yacht that will be used in the 
annual San Francisco Yacht Racing Challenge (SFYRC) for the 

Super 12 Cup beginning in July 2017 on San Francisco Bay.
Not surprisingly, the renderings are very much in keeping with the 

intent of the eff ort, which is to restore the kind of classic, Corinthian 
big-boat international yacht racing that was lost when the America’s Cup 
turned into the fully professional event it is today.  

“Above the waterline the boats are inspired by the classic meter-
boat look—long bow and stern overhangs, low freeboard, sheer 
spring, and narrow beam,” says Farr Yacht Design vice president 
Britton Ward. “Below the waterline, a modern appendage package 
with a deep lead bulb with wings and a trim tab provide power and 
exceptional upwind performance.”

Ward added that the boats are being designed to sail upwind into the 
San Francisco tide at relatively high angles of heel and run deep downwind 
with fractional symmetric spinnakers, providing spectators and television 
audiences incredible visuals in both fl eet and match-racing settings.

“With a classic look above the waterline and a modernized under-
body, the Super 12s will return dignity, style and stability to yacht 
racing,” says SFYRC CEO Tom Ehman, summing up the intent of the 
modernized versions of the 12 Meter yachts that race for the America’s 
Cup from 1958 to 1987. 

In addition to the boats—which will all have to meet strict one-design 
requirements to ensure parity and limit costs—crews will have to comply 
with rigorous nationality rules, and each 12-member crew will include 
a minimum of two women, two men, two people under age 22  and one 
person 62 or over. For more on the new series, visit sfyrc.com. 

Super 12s Unveiled

SUPER 12 SPECS

LOA 65ft  LWL 51ft

BEAM 12ft  DRAFT 10ft

DISPLACEMENT 4,100lb   

SAIL AREA 

2,497ft2 (working); 
4,176ft2 (downwind)

facnor.com/  |  tel: (401) 683-5055
sales@wichard-sparcraft.com
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by Wade Ellison

Illustration by 

Steve Sanford

A sailor ends a two-week 

cruise with a dramatic rescue

Men Overboard
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Got a good story to share? Send it to 
sailmail@sailmagazine.com

T
he motorsail—more motor than sail—from Belhaven, North 
Carolina, back to my home port of Oriental had been rough. A 
late June storm brought overcast skies and gusting winds that 

meant constant sail trimming, and I was tiring as the day progressed. I 
was alone onboard Anticipation Too, my Hunter 420, my crew having left  
me earlier, to bring the boat home by myself on the last day of a 15-day 
cruise around the inner coastal waters of North Carolina. Aft er crossing 
the Pamlico River, with the end of the passage in sight, I decided I was 
too worn out and took in the sails.

As I entered the Bay River, the wind came up to a steady 20 knots, 
gusting to 30-plus, and began to push the seas into a steep, choppy 
mess. I was glad the sails were down. Th en it began to rain. Th e forecast 
called for slightly worsening weather that would not improve until later 
that night. I needed to head home the next day and wanted to be back 
in my slip before nightfall, so I pressed on.

Somewhat later, with the channel markers for Oriental Harbor in 
sight, I began to relax and rest from the rough ride in the Pamlico 
Sound and lower Neuse River. Th ere was still a 3ft  to 4ft  chop and nei-
ther the wind nor the rain had let up, but it was a comforting feeling to 
be in the home stretch. About a mile from the outer marker, I noticed 
a small sailboat inshore of me. I remember thinking, “What are they 
doing out in this?”

Th e next time I looked, the boat had turned sharply and its sails were 
down. I soon realized it was moving all over the place with no apparent 
purpose. Th en I saw something in the water between the swells, maybe 
300ft  from the sailboat, and it looked like a person. I grabbed my bin-
oculars and could now clearly see not one but two people fl oundering 
about in the turbulent water, with the small sailboat seemingly unable 
to steer toward them. I could also see that at least two people were still 
aboard: one was trying to steer the boat using the outboard motor, 
while the other appeared to be watching the two men in the water.

I immediately radioed a PAN-PAN message to the Coast Guard and 
told them everything I knew, while turning my boat toward the people 
who’d gone overboard. I could see that only one of them had a lifejacket 
but wasn’t wearing it; he had his arms around it, clutching it to him. 
As I updated the Coast Guard via radio, I circled the closest man and 
deployed my new Lifesling, which had replaced my aging throw ring. 
Following procedures outlined at a man-overboard seminar I’d recently 
attended, I encircled him with the long line attached to my boat.

I stopped the boat and yelled to him, “Just grab the line and hold on, 
I’ll bring you in,” aft er which I pulled him up to the boat and onto the 
swim platform. I could see he was very tired, so I quickly got him up 
the stepped transom, onto the deck and seated securely. As I returned 
to the helm he started to get up to pull the Lifesling line in. I quickly 
told him to stay seated so I wouldn’t have to rescue him a second time.  

Aft er that I put the engine in gear again and circled around the 
second man, the one without a lifejacket. He was closer to the small 
sailboat but could not get to it because it was still moving about like 
a butterfl y in a windstorm. I circled tightly between them and pulled 
up closer so the line would come right to him instead of him having to 
swim for it. Again, I stopped my boat and, as he held tightly onto the 
line, began to pull him to me. Hearing something, I looked up and saw 
that the out-of-control sailboat was now headed straight for my star-
board side! Howver, the MOB was still 30ft  away and clearly in trouble, 
so I kept pulling him in. I knew my boat would be hit, but I had to get 
the man out of the water as quickly as possible. 

Just as as I pulled him up to the swim platform—BAM!—the sailboat 
hit Anticipation Too amidships, then bounced back, veered to starboard 
and drift ed away. I got the second victim into the cockpit and seated 
him next to his friend. 

As soon as I’d motored a safe distance from the small sailboat, I 
informed the Coast Guard that the two people in the water were now 
safely aboard my boat, and that the other sailboat had lost steerage 
and needed a tow. They asked if I planned to tow them, but having 
been hit once I wasn’t keen to 
get near them again. One of the 
rescued men gave me the boat 
owner’s contact details, which I 
passed on to the Coast Guard. 
I told the Coast Guard I would 
stand by until the towing vessel 
arrived and the situation was 
under control.

Th e rescued men told me the 
tiller had come loose from the 
rented sailboat’s rudder, and 
it could not be steered. “We 
jumped in thinking we could 
turn the rudder from the back, 
not realizing we couldn’t even 
keep near the boat, not even 
close,” one of them said. 

I didn’t ask any questions 
about whatever equipment they 
may have had. However, they 
volunteered that they only had a 
cell phone, which they had been 
unable to call out on. 

Soon the sailboat’s owner 
arrived on the scene in a 
motorboat to take the sailboat in 
tow, and I headed into Oriental 
Harbor with my two passengers. 
I radioed the Coast Guard to let 
them know the men were safe 
and I was returning with them to 
my marina.

Aft er getting settled into my 
slip, a neighbor volunteered to take the men back to their friends, and 
I fi nally had a chance to refl ect on the day’s events. I recalled from 
the seminar that one of the instructor’s key points was to practice 
MOB skills at least annually and to also remember the importance of 
equipment maintenance. In my mind it’s just like seatbelts, you hope 
you never need them and very few ever do, but there is always that 
chance and you want to be ready. It made me wonder—had I not just 
attended the MOB seminar and still had my old throw ring with a 
much shorter line, would I be in the slip now or watching the Coast 
Guard search for bodies? s

Wade Ellison grew up with small power boats on Puget Sound and North 

Carolina lakes. With fi rst mate Amy Clifton, they sail a Hunter 420 out of 

Oriental, North Carolina, and plan for liveaboard cruising in the future

WHAT I DID RIGHT
I replaced my old throw ring 

with a Lifesling system, which 

comes with a much longer 

polypropylene line that fl oats.

I had taken the time to attend a 

refresher seminar on 

MOB protocols.

I contacted the Coast Guard, 

made them aware of the 

situation and kept them 

updated.

I deployed the Lifesling correctly 

and successfully brought the 

two tired men aboard my boat.

I reacted calmly and with 

authority in dealing with the 

two survivors.

I put the safety of the two men 

above the threat of damage 

to my boat.  

WHAT WE DID WRONG
I let the small sailboat get 

too close to my boat without 

realizing it.

I should have rescued the man 

without a lifejacket fi rst.

I stopped too far from the 

second man, so it took a long 

time to pull him in.



24

J U N E  2 0 1 6

just
launched

P
H

O
T

O
S

 C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 O
F

 S
W

A
N

, 
G

E
M

IN
I,
 H

A
N

S
E

N
autor’s Swan turned to Argentine wunderkind Juan Kouyoumd-
jian for its latest one-design racer, and the result is a spectacular-
looking boat. Th e ClubSwan 50 is right on the bleeding edge of 

design; the axe bow with its jutting carbon fi ber prod combine with the 
low freeboard and reverse sheer to give it a take-no-prisoners look, while 
the generously fl ared stern sections, long hull chines and twin rudders 
promise high-speed planing under perfect control. 

Th ere’ll be plenty to do for a full racing crew on this all-carbon fi ber 
beauty, dealing with the masthead A-sail, square-top mainsail, run-
ning backstays and big racing headsails. But wait—the boat can also be 
handled by a couple; the runners tuck out of the way for cruising, there is 
a furling genoa, and the winches at the helm are electric. Better still, the 
interior can be confi gured either for racing, with a forepeak full of sails, 
or for comfortable coastal cruising as well. 

An owner’s group has already been set up to promote the new class, 
which will be featured in Swan regattas around the world. Th e ClubSwan 
50 features the same design overtones as the smaller boats in the range, 
with some original aesthetic and functional touches 

Hull #1 of the new fl agship from Hanse Yachts, the Hanse 675, was 
launched this spring. Th e Judel/Vrolijk design is the largest production 
boat to be built in Germany. Interior design is thoroughly contempo-
rary, with a vast saloon, basketball-player headroom and several layout 

options that make the most of the consider-
able volume. A double-headsail rig and big 
full-battened mainsail guarantee good perfor-
mance. An optional hardtop shelters the cock-
pit, which features no fewer than three 21in 
screens for navigation or watching movies. 

It’s not oft en you get to see a new concept 
make its debut, but that’s what happened at 
the Miami Strictly Sail show when the new 

Gemini Freestyle 37 
was unveiled. A kind 
of hybrid between 
an open bridgedeck 
sailing cat and a 
pontoon boat, the 
Freestyle 37 sacrifi ces 
belowdeck accom-
modations for a large 
open-plan cockpit. 
Th is is a blank sheet 
upon which owners 

can sketch out their own desires—kit it out with some lawn furniture of 
your choosing, add a grill and a cooler, and you are good to go. 

Th e boat on display had a queen-sized berth in a small cabin in one 
hull and a heads/shower in the other, but it’s not the kind of boat you’d 
want to cruise long distances. Th e consensus among the bystanders 
admiring this new creation was that it would be an ideal boat for daysail-
ing around the Florida Keys or the Bahamas—and going by the interest 
shown by resort owners, the bystanders were bang on the money. All that 
deck space is a winner, and by all accounts the boat sails well, too.  s

New Arrivals
A trio of new launches for the summer by Peter Nielsen

ClubSwan 50

Gemini Freestyle 37

Hanse 675

CONTACTS 

Nautor’s Swan 
nautorswan.com

Gemini Catamarans 
geminicatamarans.com

Hanse Yachts 
hanseyachts.com
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Italia 13.98
A wolf-like cruiser in sheep’s clothing by Adam Cort

I
talia Yachts’s stated goal with the Italia 13.98 was to create a cruiser 
aboard which performance is as much a part of the “luxury equation” 
as the accommodations. Th is is, of course, something any number 

of builders have aspired to over the years with mixed degrees of suc-
cess. However, in the case of the Italia 13.98, the result is a truly special 
yacht—which is why it was selected as one of the winners in SAIL’s 2016 
Best Boats contest.

CONSTRUCTION

When you step aboard, the Italia 13.98’s commitment to performance 
and quality is readily apparent in such go-fast features as discontinu-
ous rod rigging, a belowdeck Furlex headsail furler, Navtec hydraulic 
backstay control and a cleverly recessed main traveler running the width 
of the cockpit sole. Th e boat’s standard triple-spreader spar is aluminum 
and built by Denmark’s John Mast. A carbon mast and boom are avail-
able for those looking for an even greater performance edge.

Below the waterline, there hides a powerful, high-aspect semi-bal-
anced rudder and an aggressive iron T-keel with a lead bulb: the latter is 
encased in carefully faired fi berglass to ensure the most effi  cient hydro-
dynamic shape possible.

Th e 13.98’s hull is laminated in vinylester with unidirectional and 

biaxial E-glass and a PVC core. Italia also incorporated a system of 
carbon frames and stringers, which are both glued and laminated to the 
inside of the hull to ensure maximum rigidity. Th e cored E-glass deck 
is not just glued to an inward-turning fl ange on the hull, but entirely 
laminated from stem to stern, to ensure an exceptionally robust and 
leak-proof assembly.

ON DECK

Topsides, the Italtia 13.98’s cockpit provides a blend of comfort and prac-
ticality. Starting right aft , the boat’s traditional reverse transom includes 
a large drop-down swim platform that is electrically operated and easy to 
access between the split backstay and twin Jeff a helms. 

Forward of that, there’s a foldout cockpit table that can be easily struck 
and stowed beneath the sole or removed completely should you ever 
choose to do some racing. I especially liked the long, straight cockpit 
benches. Not only do they provide plenty of space for stretching out, but 
allow easy access for grinding the Lewmar primaries—in stark contrast 
to the many performance cruisers I’ve been aboard where it’s surprisingly 
diffi  cult to fi nd an easy spot from which to get a decent grip on the winch 
handles.

All lines, from the halyards to the jib and main sheets, run belowdeck 
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DESIGNER  Italia Yachts/Maurizio Cossutti
BUILDER Italia Yachts, Venice, Italy
U.S. DISTRIBUTOR Italia Yachts America, 
786-646-2315, italiayachts-america.com
PRICE $495,000 (sailaway)

Italia 13.98

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 45ft 10in  LWL 40ft 10in  
BEAM  14ft 1in  DRAFT 7ft 10in
DISPLACEMENT 20,944lb  BALLAST 6,834lb
SAIL AREA  1,345ft² (with 106% headsail)
AIR DRAFT 74ft 1in
FUEL/WATER (GAL) 63/126
ENGINE 55hp Yanmar with saildrive
BALLAST RATIO 33%  
SA/D RATIO 28  D/L RATIO 138

What do these ratios mean? Visit sailmagazine.com/ratios

(even the A-sail tack line, which emerges as if by magic via a stainless 
lead on the stem) and a set of six retractable mooring cleats are set in a 
low, broad toerail. Continuing forward, the lower shrouds are led to the 
edge of the low-profi le cabintrunk, and the uppers are led outboard, al-
lowing for an unobstructed passageway along the side decks. Th e anchor 
deploys on a retractable stainless sprit. Deck hardware is from Ronstan, 
with clutches from Spinlock.

Th e teak cockpit sole and optional teak side decks are vacuum-bonded 
to a thin fi berglass backing, which is in turn bonded to the fi berglass 
deck in the interest of ensuring an especially durable installation. Nor-
mally, I’m not a fan of teak side decks, given the extra maintenance they 
require. Th at said, they look absolutely gorgeous on the Italia 13.98, and 
given how well they’re installed, I’d say they’re worth it. 

ACCOMMODATIONS 
Th e layout belowdecks is fairly conventional, with an owner’s cabin for-
ward and mirror-image double quarterberths aft . Th e port quarterberth 
can be given over to storage—not a bad idea if you have any kind of long-

distance cruising in mind. Th ere’s also the option for a 
pair of stacked single berths forward. 

As is the case topside, what sets the accommodations 
apart is the quality with which they have been executed. 
Th e joinery, for example, is fabricated in a sleek, curva-
ceous style, which is not only great looking, but means 
there are far fewer corners to bump into when moving 
about in a seaway. Door frames all include seals to pre-
vent them from knocking and banging, and the panels 
comprising the sole are installed with very small gaps 
between them to minimize creaking.

Th e L-shaped galley is a bit on the small side for a 
modern 46ft  cruiser, but more than suffi  cient with its pair 
of Isotherm fridges and Techimpex oven and stove. Th e 
centerline seat at the dining table can be slid out of the 
way when not in use, and the table itself can be lowered to 
turn the starboard settee into a large double berth. 

Engine access is excellent, both through the compan-
ionway steps and from the sides, with all fi lters, fi lls and 
belts close at hand. With an eye toward safety, the Itallia 
13.98 is equipped with multiple fi re suppression systems 

in places like the engine space, battery compartment and behind the 
electrical panel. A digital Philippi Systems Monitor makes keeping track 
of tankage and battery levels a snap.

UNDER SAIL
It would have been a shame to not have a decent breeze for trialing the 
Italia 13.98, and I was not disappointed, as we had a steady, albeit oscil-
lating 8 to 12 knots of wind and fl at water on Narragansett Bay. 

Close reaching under a full-batten tri-radial Dacron main and high-
aspect jib, both built by OneSails, the boat easily clocked 6.7 knots in 
an 9-knot breeze, with our speed touching 8 knots in the gusts. All the 
while, the steering felt lively and sensitive, with just a touch of weather 
helm to keep you touch with what the keel and rudder were up to. Sight-
lines from the helm were excellent, and the mainsheet and winches were 
close at hand.

Even more impressive was the way the boat maintained its way as I 
pinched up to a 35-degree true wind angle. Not only was there almost 
no loss of speed, but the helm continued to feel satisfyingly fi rm. Bearing 
away to a broad reach, we maintained a healthy 8-plus knots in 10 knots 
of wind, despite not having an A-sail aboard to play with. Life off  the 
wind with that extra canvas must be good, indeed! 

UNDER POWER
Th e Italia 13.98’s 55hp Volvo saildrive and three-blade Flexofold prop 
shoved us along at 5.6 knots when revved up to 1,500 rpm, with our 
boatspeed increasing to 8.25 knots at 2,600 rpm. Backing down and 
maneuvering at slow speed was matter-of-fact, even in a cross-breeze. A 
retractable bow thruster is also available for those keeping their boats in 
especially challenging marinas. 

CONCLUSION
What more is there to say about a boat like the Italia 13.98? Th e combi-
nation of outstanding build quality, sparkling performance under sail 
and well-built accommodations is hard to beat. Any sailor fortunate 
enough to own this yacht will be lucky, indeed. s

For video of the Italia 13.98, 
visit sailmagazine.com/video

The little touches are what really set 
the Italia’s accommodations apart
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T
his new off ering from Cantiere del Pardo, traditionally hailed as the 
Nautor Swan of Italy, replaces the yard’s earlier 43-footer, which was 
introduced in 2006. A thoroughly modern performance-cruiser, or 

racer-cruiser depending on your bent, the Grand Soleil 43 is second in the 
yard’s new M series and combines improved build materials with an of-
the-moment design by Claudio Maletto, who worked on both Luna Rossa 
and Il Moro di Venezia in the 32nd America’s Cup.

CONSTRUCTION

Th e hull and deck are vacuum-infused in vinylester with a foam core 
down to the waterline. Th e galvanized steel grid that stiff ened hulls in 
previous Grand Soleil models has been replaced with a lighter carbon-
fi ber structure. Impressively, too, bronze plates, rather than more 
corrosion-prone aluminum, are embedded in the deck laminate under 
hardware installations.

Compared to Grand Soleil’s previous 43-footer, this new 43 has less 
wetted surface area in spite of carrying much more of its beam aft . Th e 
overall weight of the new boat is a also couple of hundred pounds lighter 
than its predecessor, and much more of its weight—an extra 550lb, to be 
exact—is carried as ballast in a more effi  cient T-bulb lead keel.

ON DECK

Th e boat features an open-transom cockpit with twin Solimar helms 
connected to a single rudder turning a very easily accessed steering 

quadrant. To further enhance access to the water for swimmers and 
those boarding tenders, there is a narrow fold-down swim platform. 
Th e liferaft  is housed in a dedicated locker under the aft  end of the 
port-side cockpit seat and can be easily pushed straight overboard off  
the back end of the boat.

All sail controls, including the double-ended German-style main-
sheet, are led aft  belowdeck to a series of Spinlock XTS clutches and six 
good-sized Harken winches. Lines coming from the mast are fed through 
individual tubes, so that new lines can be reeved without messengers. 
Th e mainsheets tails, which run under the side decks, can be accessed 
through the overhead below if necessary. 

Th e wide main traveler is recessed beneath the teak cockpit sole 
directly ahead of the twin wheels, with a fl ap behind it that folds back 
so you can fully access the track as needed. Forward of the traveler 
there is a very clever fold-down cockpit table that collapses straight 
into the sole and can be raised or lowered in an instant. It’s important 
to note, though, that this is a light structure that can only be used when 
the boat is idle. 

Even farther forward, a series of fl ush Moonlight hatches gives 
the deck a very sleek appearance. Outboard there are proper raised 
bulwarks running the length of the boat, which makes it much easier 
for crew to work on the lee side when the boat is heeled. At the bow, 
directly behind the belowdeck Furlex furler and the anchor well, there 
is small but useful sail locker.

Grand Soleil 43
A well-built racer-cruiser with a truly comfortable interior by Charles J. Doane

LOW BULWARKS RECESSED MAIN 

TRAVELER 

SAIL 

LOCKER 

FORWARD 
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DESIGNER Claudio Maletto
BUILDER Cantiere del Pardo SPA, Forli, Italy, grandsoleil.net
U.S. DISTRIBUTORS Mareblu Nautical Imports, 
Annapolis, MD, 410-268-7171; Michael Locatell CPYB, 
Seattle, WA, 206-285-1096
PRICE $450,000 (sailaway)

Grand Soleil 43

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 43ft 5in  LWL 38ft 4in  BEAM 13ft 2in  
DRAFT 7ft 10in (std); 6ft 6in (shoal)
DISPLACEMENT 20,062lb  BALLAST 6,834lb
SAIL AREA 1,033ft² (std);  1,133ft² (racing)  
AIR DRAFT 64ft 6in  FUEL/WATER (GAL) 58/95
ENGINE 55hp Volvo diesel with saildrive
BALLAST RATIO 34%  
SA/D RATIO 22 (std rig); 25 (racing rig)  D/L RATIO 159

What do these ratios mean? Visit sailmagazine.com/ratios

For video of the Grand Soleil 43, 
visit sailmagazine.com/video

ACCOMMODATIONS
Th e interior layout is quite straight-
forward—what might be called 
traditional these days for a boat this 
size—with twin staterooms aft  under 
the cockpit and one owner’s stateroom forward of the mast. What is 
remarkable for such a performance-oriented boat, however, is how large 
and comfortable all these staterooms are. Th e aft  staterooms have great 
vertical clearance over full double berths, which are perfectly rectan-
gular with no cut-outs to abridge usable area. Th ere’s also full standing 
headroom at the door, with lots of ambient light and storage space. Th e 
forward stateroom, meanwhile, seems truly luxurious, with oodles of 
space, a generous island double berth, and an ensuite head with a segre-
gated shower stall and a swank electric Tecma toilet.

In the middle of the boat there is an L-shaped galley to port opposite 
a small head with another Tecma toilet. Our test boat had sleek black 
Corian galley counters, which dramatically off set the bright blonde wood 
interior. Th e galley seemed a bit small, but not cramped, with a three-
burner Techimplex stove and oven, and two fridges—a big top-loading 
Isotherm unit left  of the sinks and a smaller front-loading Frigoboat unit 
just beneath them. One useful feature I particularly liked was a dedicated 
trench with a lid in the counter right behind the sinks for stowing damp 
sponges and dishwashing soap.

Just forward of the galley there is a traditional U-shaped dinette with 

a full-length settee suitable for sleeping and a smaller 
centerline bench seat opposite set on a short athwartship 
track in the sole so it can be slid out of the way when sail-
ing. To starboard there is a short settee, not suitable for 
sleeping, and a small nav station, which is quite necessary, 
as there is nowhere in the cockpit to mount a chartplotter.

UNDER SAIL
Our test boat carried the standard 9/10ths fractional 
Sparcraft  aluminum rig with two sets of sweptback 
spreaders and discontinuous rod standing rigging. A 
carbon-fi ber racing rig, about 3ft  taller than the standard 
rig, is an option. We also carried the optional shoal-draft  
keel, which draws 6ft  6in, as opposed to the deeper stan-
dard keel, which draws 7ft  10in.

We sailed the boat on Chesapeake Bay off  Annapolis in 
a brisk 13 to 17 knots of wind in generally fl at seas. I was 
immediately impressed by how very light the helm felt. 
Initially this led me to oversteer a bit, until I appreciated 
just how light a touch the wheel wanted. Once I adapted 
to it, I found the steering to be quite precise, with subtle, 

but accurate feedback. When the boat was pressed, closehauled or nearly 
so with the sails strapped in as some apparent gusts over 20 knots came 
through, the helm loaded up very little, and the rudder never came close 
to losing its grip.

Given we were sailing the “de-powered” version of the boat, our speed 
was more than respectable. Our strongest apparent angle was at 80 de-
grees to the wind, where we made 8.5 to 9 knots of boatspeed in 16 knots 
of apparent wind. Tightening up to about 32 degrees, we were still doing 
well over 8 knots in 18 knots of breeze. Pinching a bit to 25 degrees, 
we carried over 6 knots as the wind lapsed slightly to 15 knots. Th ough 
we had an A-sail aboard, as well as the optional fi xed carbon bowsprit 
installed forward (which is supported by a bobstay, so it can be also be 
confi dently used for fl ying Code 0 sails), we elected to bear off  under 
just our working sails. Sailing an apparent wind angle of 120 degrees, we 
never saw our speed drop below 5 knots, despite being under-canvassed.

UNDER POWER
Auxiliary power comes courtesy of a 55hp Volvo diesel engine, which on 
our test boat was turning a two-bladed folding Gori racing propeller. I 
wondered if the propeller settings needed tweaking, as the engine only 
made 2,600 rpm with the throttle wide open. Our speed at this setting 
was 8.4 knots running with the wind behind us in fl at water. Pulling the 
throttle back to a more cruiserly setting of 2,000 rpm, we were still mak-
ing 7.8 knots.

Turning hard, I found the boat spun easily around its T-keel in one 
boatlength. In reverse, the boat was equally predictable and easy to 
control.

CONCLUSION
Unlike many so-called racer-cruisers, the Grand Soleil 43 manages to 
preserve its identity as a performance boat while making almost no 
concessions in terms of creature comforts below. Th e staterooms are just 
as roomy as those found on most equivalent cruising boats. Th is would 
make a great boat for serious sailors who sometimes race, but still want 
to cruise with and pamper their families. s

The accommodations 
are straightforward, 

but spacious
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Gear
by Christopher White

Fun in the Sun
Get ready for the warms days and cool nights 
ahead with these new additions to your kit

HENRI LLOYD BREEZE VEST
When it comes to clothing, it always 
seems that you’re either a “vest guy” 
or you’re not (on land at least). But I’ve 
found that vests are a great asset—
when the sun starts to go down or 
during those early mornings pulling 
out of the mooring fi eld, when it’s not 
really cold but not yet the full heat of 
day, they’re perfect. And the newly 
reintroduced Breeze vest from Henri 
Lloyd fi ts the bill and then some—
mesh lined for breathability, a brushed 
inner collar for added comfort, and 
fully waterproof and windproof—it’s 
got just about everything you need.
$99. Henri Lloyd, henrilloyd.com

MUSTO LPX JACKET
The LPX is a lightweight and breathable coat 
that’s perfect for inshore or coastal cruising 
in warm weather. The jacket employs Gore-
Tex to unsure that you will stay dry during 
a passing summer squall, and the forearms 
and hems are truly built to last—hell, parts of 
the jacket even include Kevlar for durability. 
Finally, the hood is detachable for those days 
when you just need some extra protection 
from the wind. $499. Musto, musto.com

SPERRY TOPSIDER ORIGINAL 
WEDGE CANVAS BOAT SHOES
The Canvas Wedge is a fresh take on the traditional boat 
shoe—by getting rid of the hot leather and replacing it with 
breathable canvas, the company has made a great set of 
kicks for the hot days of summer. They feature a molded 
heel for comfort and the company’s proprietary Razor-Cut 
Wave-Siping sole, which provides traction in both wet and 
dry conditions. $85. Sperry Topsider, sperry.com

For more info on the latest sailing equipment 
go to sailbuyersguide.com
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HELLY HANSEN HP HT SHORTS
The Hydro Power Helly Tech shorts are great 
for warm-weather cruising. They’re waterproof, 
weatherproof, breathable and are lined for comfort. 
They also have a semi-high waist to protect against 
unpredictable waves or the occasional rain shower, 
and the seat is reinforced to stand up to daily wear 
and tear. All in all, a great pair of shorts for summer 
sailing. $140. Helly Hansen, hellyhansen.com

GILL’S UV TEC ZIP NECK POLO
A long summer’s cruise can get even longer if you get 
fried in the sun the fi rst day. This polo from Gill is here 
to help. The lightweight, technical fabric has 50-plus 
UV protection, and wicks moisture and dries quickly 
to keep you comfortable. The zip neck lets you open 
up the shirt and breathe when it heats up, and the 
polo is still stylish enough to wear shore-side after 
you’ve tied up for the day. $55.95. Gill, gillna.com

MAUI JIM ROAD TRIP SUNGLASSES
A good pair of sunglasses is a must for staying 
comfortable during a summer’s sail, and Maui 
Jim’s Road Trip shades are so lightweight and 
comfortable you might forget they’re on your face. 
They sport the company’s polarized, scratch- and 
impact-resistant MauiPure lenses, which provide an 
excellent view and, the company claims, block out 
99.9 percent of glare and 100 percent of harmful 
UV rays. Long story short, no matter how bright the 
sun shines down on you as you cruise the coast, 
the Road Trip shades will keep you seeing clearly. 
$229. Maui Jim, mauijim.com
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Cruising to Glacier Bay is 
easier said than done, but 
the rewards are great  
story & photography by Michael Robertson

Del Viento in front of the 
Margerie Glacier
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“L
et me get this straight, to take our boat into Glacier Bay we 
need reservations?”

My wife, Windy, nodded. “Well, we need a permit, which 
will allow us to stay in the park for seven days.”

“How much does the permit cost?”
“Permits are free, but hard to come by. Th ey issue only a limited num-

ber to cruising boats, and you can’t apply for one sooner than 60 days in 
advance of your arrival. In fact, when I talked to the ranger, he said the 
competition for permits is so stiff  that we should send our application at 
0001, exactly 60 days from our arrival date.”

“So we need to specify the exact day we’re going to be someplace a 
thousand miles away, two months from now, then hope we get a reserva-
tion to be there on that date, and then we have only a seven-day window 
to explore the largest national park in the United States?”

“Yeah—and when we arrive we have to attend an orientation to learn 
about the park rules and restrictions.”

“What restrictions?”
“I don’t know.”
I rolled my eyes. We were headed for an ice-fi lled Disneyland. I just 

knew it. Worse, I wasn’t going to be able to talk my wife out of it.
I fi rst acquired my sense of Alaska’s Glacier Bay during my child-

hood. I don’t think we were halfway through the second season of 
ABC’s hit Th e Love Boat before Captain Stubing pointed the ship’s bow 
north. Bartender Isaac began mixing hot buttered rums, and Charo 
donned a coat on the Lido deck to watch the glaciers calve. Cuchi-cuchi!

In the 30 years that followed, my grandparents and millions of others 
boarded big white ships to take their own Alaskan cruise. Just as a huge 

infl ux of tourists once spoiled the Yosemite National Park experience—
so many cars that Ansel Adams’s vistas were veiled behind a smog that 
choked the valley—I was certain they’d paved paradise and that Glacier 
Bay was a cruise ship parking lot.

Aft er a 45-day trip north from Victoria, British Columbia, we arrived at 
Auke Bay, Alaska, our staging ground for exploring Glacier Bay, 60 miles 

Windy picks her 
way over the rocks 
near Riggs Glacier, 
up Muir Inlet

Gulf of 
Alaska

Glacier Bay

Vancouver

Juneau
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to the west. Auke Bay is a bedroom community of Alaska’s capital, Juneau, 
and features a very large marina with a fuel dock and easy bus transporta-
tion to a Safeway and a Walmart. About half the dock space in the marina 
is allocated to transients on a first-come, first-served basis, resulting in a 
summertime jumble. We idled around for an hour before a spot opened 
up, and we squeezed our 1978 Fuji 40, Del Viento, between a rusting 31ft 
crabber and Athena, a 295ft, three-masted, gaff-rigged work of art.

Two days before the start of the seven-day reservation we’d made two 
months before, we motored out of Auke Bay, full up with fuel, food and 
water. After an overnight in Hoonah, we entered Glacier Bay from Icy 
Strait, through a five-mile-wide mouth, and headed up the Sitakaday 
Narrows. I don’t know what I expected, certainly not angels to fall from 
the heavens, certainly not an arch across the bay entrance with big letters 
spelling “Welcome,” but I wanted some indication we’d arrived some-
place special—even a change in landscape would have sufficed. Instead, 
we were surrounded by low, unremarkable hills blanketed in conifers. 
No dramatic vistas, no icebergs and no glaciers—the only white I could 
see was snow visible atop distant mountain peaks. I think I erroneously 
imagined Glacier Bay resembling Superman’s ice-filled Fortress of Soli-
tude, but on a much bigger scale.

I didn’t know it then, but 220 years earlier, when Captain Vancouver 
came by here aboard the Discovery, searching for the rumored Northwest 
Passage, the mouth of this bay was little more than an indentation in the 
face of a single, massive ice field that covered and smoothed out all these 
tree-covered hills. Then, 85 years later, in 1879, naturalist John Muir, in-
terested in learning more about how glaciers had carved out his beloved 
Yosemite Valley, traveled here with Vancouver’s 1797 maps in hand to 
find that a single massive glacier had retreated 40 miles, exposing the 
wonders of the myriad inlets, which we hoped to explore as well.

We, however, were not yet privy to these many small anchorages. 
Instead we hung a quick right and pulled into Bartlett Cove, as far into 
the park as we were allowed to go before checking in and attending the 
mandatory orientation.

“You cannot travel up these inlets—they’re clearly marked on the map 
I gave you—not for another month, not until the harbor seal pups are 
weaned and ready to leave the safety of the bergs.” I nodded at the ranger, 
as did the seven members of a megayacht crew here for the same reason.

“Also, you’re welcome to go up Tidal Inlet, here” he said pointing to 
projected map. “But we’re warning visitors that they do so at their own 
risk. Five to 10 million cubic meters of rock and dirt are poised to slide 
off this steep mountainside at any time.” I didn’t have to be a geologist 
to see the potential for a catastrophic landslide, obvious in the aerial 
photos he showed us.

“Finally, keep your vessel’s speed below 10 knots. This is to help 
prevent whale strikes. You will see numerous humpbacks in this part of 
the Bay, but do not approach them. They are endangered, they are here 
to feed, and they have only a short window to do so before they return 
to Hawaii.”

We watched a 20-minute video about other wildlife and about the 
Tlingit people, whose ancestral homelands are in Glacier Bay, and the 
cultural and spiritual significance of these homelands to nearby com-
munities. After that we spent the rest of the day wandering about the 
Glacier Bay Lodge, into the museum and through the gift shop, where 
we perched on cozy couches before a massive stone fireplace and used 
the free Wi-Fi. We also walked the trails around a nearby lake. As a more 
realistic picture of what lay ahead began to emerge, I became more eager 

Two juvenile bears forage on the shore of Tidal 
Inlet (top); the crew steps ashore at Muir Inlet 

(middle); a navigation light marks the breakwater 
at Hoonah on a windless, misty morning (above)
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to explore. I didn’t have long to wait.
On our trip north via the Inside Passage, we’d gotten used to the quiet 

of well-protected anchorages. But our first night out of Bartlett Cove, 
after dropping our anchor into deep, dark water in the wilds of Glacier 
Bay’s Beardslee Islands, we were treated to an almost impossible still-
ness, with Del Viento frozen on a giant mirror, the low, late afternoon sun 
casting a warm light. We’d seen humpbacks earlier in the day, feeding at 
the surface in big, open-mouthed lunges. We’d seen bald eagles overhead 
and harbor seals clustered on small islands. But now, sitting at anchor, 
whispering to each other across the cockpit in this vast, quiet space, not 
another boat in sight, we seemed to be the only animals on Earth.

From our first night’s anchorage, we mapped out a plan for the six 
remaining days, penciling a route that would let us, at 5 knots, see 
many of the inlets we were permitted to enter. Glacier Bay National 
Park is big, roughly the size of Connecticut and featuring 50 named 
glaciers that cover a quarter of that area. More than 450 square miles of 
navigable waters extend 65 miles up either one of two main trunks that 
fork at Tlingit Point, 25 miles from the mouth of the bay. Branching 
off either of these trunks are dozens of deep, miles-long ice-cut fjords. 
At the end of most of these is either a tidewater glacier, seen as a wall 
of ice rising from the water, or a rock and sand shoreline in front of a 
glacier ending on dry land.

All but two of the park’s glaciers are retreating, and have been for the 
past 250 years, at a rate that is one of the most rapid on record. From the 
time that Muir traveled here extensively, letting the world know about 
this place through dispatches he sent to the San Francisco Bulletin, Gla-
cier Bay has been a natural laboratory for scientists studying past glaciol-
ogy. It’s here that they are able to observe the types and patterns of plants 
and animals that colonize an area exposed by a retreating glacier. The 
glacier that Muir discovered, for example, the one at the end of Muir In-
let, was in his lifetime a massive, extremely active tidewater glacier, with 
a face that was 2 miles wide and 200ft high and had large bergs calving 
from it. Today it is thinner and miles up the slopes on which it was born.

Our second day, we motored slowly up Tidal Inlet, the one we’d been 
warned about. None of us could shake our unease as we stared straight 
up a towering hillside that did indeed appear poised to slide down upon 
us. Still, Tidal Inlet is also the place where we’d heard bears were easy 

to spot, so I figured it was worth the risk. Sure enough, a short while 
later my 7-year-old daughter spotted two juvenile grizzly bears on the 
rocky shoreline. They ambled carelessly and slowly along the shoreline, 
foraging, the sun highlighting the bronze-colored hairs of their summer 
coats, rippling over fat and muscle. We glided up to within a boatlength 
of them, still in 40ft  of water, and because we were downwind in a very 
slight breeze and moving quietly, they took no notice of us. Instead, they 
remained about 15ft from one another, each sniffing the ground and flip-
ping 100lb rocks out of the wet sand with casual flicks of their paws.

Johns Hopkins Inlet is a stunning, nine-mile path bound by steep, 
ice-carved walls that reach thousands of feet skyward on either side. At 
the mouth of this fjord, the Lamplaugh tidewater glacier births iceberg 
after iceberg into the cold water. The Topeka, Hoonah and Gillman 
glaciers were also all visible, one by one, as we headed in. But the crown 
jewel lies at the very end: the jagged face of the largest tidewater glacier 
in the park, John Hopkins itself, reaching more than a mile across and 
rising 250ft from the water. As we approached, we slowed to pick our 
way through calved ice that ranged in size from houses to minivans to 
washing machines to microwaves to footballs, careful not to bump any 
of them with our fiberglass hull. We got to within about 2,000ft of the 
glacier wall before all paths were ice-choked. Even at that distance, the 
sharp reports of cracking ice sounded like gunshots. 

It was here that I discovered a strange thing about Glacier Bay: it’s 
impossible to estimate things like size and distance, since everything is 
bigger than when it first appears. The air is so clear that faraway moun-
tains appear nearby, and there are few familiar, relative reference points 
for judging size. At one point I spotted a cloud of gnats or fleas at the 
glacier’s base. When I realized, after looking through the binoculars, 
that they were actually gulls, the realization made the world around me 
pop, exposing everything in magnificent scale.

Five miles behind us, where the inlet makes a 90-degree turn to 
start the final straight path to the glacier, a 3,000-passenger cruise ship 
appeared. I needn’t have wondered how close they would come and 
whether we’d be in their way. The ship stopped where we first saw them, 
paused for five minutes to give its passengers a glimpse of Del Viento and 
the glacier, did a 180-degree pirouette, paused another five minutes to 
oblige the passengers on the starboard rail, and then steamed away. We, 

The harbor and marina in Auke Bay, a 
bedroom community of Juneau, Alaska

Windy on the 
bow, facing the 

Margerie Glacier
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on the other hand, stayed where we were for more than an hour just star-
ing at the glacier, mesmerized, waiting for another mammoth chunk of 
ice to calve and explode on the water’s surface 100 or 200ft below.

In fact, we spent much of our time this way, watching and waiting in 
awed silence before one of the active tidewater glaciers, smiles on our 
faces. The deeper we went into the park, the more we also found our-
selves encircled by the Fairweather Range, which rises to over 15,000ft, 
making it the highest coastal mountain range in the world. These moun-
tains seemed to define our space, orient us and magnify our experience, 
especially when we were off the boat, hiking over sharp, hard rock scree 
that we knew had been crushed and ground by a nearby 300ft tall wall of 
ice. We’d hike toward the faces of these massive terrestrial glaciers, each 
one reflecting a myriad of contrasting colors, textures and shapes cast in 
Grand Canyon-like proportions. Sometimes we’d drink from the meltwa-
ter streams that flowed from their bases. Once we rested our bare hands 
on the cold, hard surface, listening for sounds from within.

Underway, we also paid close attention to the diurnal tides, sometimes 
ranging more than 20ft between high and low, invoking strong tidal cur-
rents that could either propel us or thwart all forward progress. Beyond 
that, though, the summertime days were long, and the rouge and purple 
sunsets wouldn’t happen until ten o’clock at night, at which point they’d 
linger for an hour or more, stretched out across half the sky.

All in all, we enjoyed a weeklong feast, never knowing where to turn, 
usually needing a camera for each hand. Contrary to what I imagined 
and feared before we came, we saw so few boats during our high-season 
visit that most of the time it seemed we had the place to ourselves. We 
never saw any trash or evidence of human intrusion. We saw only three 
cruise ships, each briefly, in passing. They’ve definitely not paved, muted 
or tamed this bit of paradise. s

Michael Robertson is the managing editor of Good Old Boat magazine and 

lives with his family aboard Del Viento, a 1978 Fuji 40

The crew hikes toward 
Riggs Glacier

A view of Reid Glacier

Del Viento 
anchored in 

absolute stillness 
among Glacier 

Bay’s Beardslee 
Islands
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The variety and charm 

of the Chesapeake Bay 

holds its own with any 

of the world’s great 

cruising destinations

story by Eric Vohr  
photography by Michaela Urban

The sun sets over Chesapeake 
Bay; grilling steaks at sunset 

is a great reward for a day full 
of sailing (top left); Osprey are 

plentiful on the Bay (top right); 
one of the few old mansions on 

the Wye river (middle); a look 
at the bustling boating scene 

along one of the many creeks in 
Annapolis (right)
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W
ith its rich maritime history, picture-postcard towns and endless 
coves, creeks and anchorages, there are few places on Earth that 
are as easy and fantastic to sail as the Chesapeake Bay.

I have lived in Baltimore for almost 20 years and cut my teeth racing 
and sailing there, and while I’ve sailed in some remarkable spots around 
the globe, it still holds a special place in my heart. 

This past summer I did a seven-day sail on the northern bay, hitting 
some of my favorite anchorages and classic bayside towns. My first stop, 
the Wye River, is one of the most bucolic and peaceful settings around. It 
has that special magic to ease the urban working grind and get you into a 
Chespeake Bay frame of mind. 

The Wye is a 16-mile-long tributary that encircles a 2,800-acre wildlife 
refuge, Wye Island. Located on the northern shore of the Miles River, 
Wye Island is rife with bald eagles and great blue herons. It also has the 
largest remaining tract of old growth forest on the Eastern Shore, dubbed 
“Schoolhouse Woods.” 

One of the best anchorages in the Wye is Dividing Creek, a protected 
little cove tucked into Wye Island. It can get a bit crowded on the week-
ends, but during the week and in early and late season you will often have 
it all to yourself. If it’s full, no worries—the Wye has many other beautiful 
protected creeks and bays where you can drop a hook and find your own 
special paradise. 

I highly recommend taking your dinghy and exploring. There’s an al-
most endless supply of secluded picnic-perfect beaches along the island’s 
deserted coastline. You’ll also find some amazing turn-of-the-century 
grand old mansions along the outer shore—this region has long been a 
favorite getaway for the wealthy Washington, DC, crowd.

A little farther down on the Miles River is historic St. Michaels. Argu-
ably one of the most beautiful and popular towns on the bay, you’ll find 
plenty of marinas, a huge anchorage, regular launch service and a great 
selection of restaurants and bars. 

The shining jewel of St. Michaels is the Chesapeake Bay Maritime 
Museum. Founded in 1965, the museum’s 18-acre waterfront campus 
was once the site of a busy complex of seafood packing houses. The 
centerpiece of the museum is Hooper Strait Lighthouse, which the 
museum bought in 1966 and barged 60 miles north to its new home.

This is a working museum, and there are always a couple of interest-
ing boat restoration projects going on in the large ship building barns. 
Visitors are invited to watch and ask questions, as long as they don’t get 
in the way.

The museum also has many standing exhibits that trace the geological, 
social and economic history of the Chesapeake Bay through the age of 
sail-, steam- and diesel-powered craft. There are always a large number of 
historic boats on display floating at the museum’s docks, and the museum 
regularly invites guests onboard for short sails on the Miles River. 

One of my favorite historic boats—and one I know well—is the  
Edmeé S, one of three historic 1930’s “log canoe” raceboats owned by the 
museum. Friends of mine regularly race on Edmeé S, and I’ve been lucky 
enough to have gotten out on her a couple of times. If you don’t know 

what a log canoe is, it’s a traditional racing/working boat that can be 
both graceful and a bit clumsy all at the same time. I say clumsy, because 
there’s a tremendous amount of sail area and no keel. The only way to 
keep her standing up is to sit on long boards that the crew attaches onto 
the windward gunwale. Inevitably, a gust comes and the boat tips and 
becomes a yard sale: all part of the fun, except when there are lots of sea 
nettles (jelly fish) in the water.

In recent years St. Michaels has been seeing a bit of a culinary explo-
sion, and it now has some very nice, hip, new restaurants. Mike and Eric’s 
Front Street Restaurant and Bar, for example, is a great place for a casual 
relaxed meal in a pleasant atmosphere. If you want something a bit more 
formal, try 208 Talbot. The chef here is fantastic, as is the wine selection. 
If you want to go local, stop in the Crab Claw and order a few dozen 
crabs and a bucket of National Bohemian beer.

While St. Michaels speaks to the history of sailing, Annapolis is the 
bay’s modern day sailing Mecca. Whatever your sailing needs—gear, 
parts, repairs, advice, sails, etc.—you’ll find it here. Be sure to take a tour 
of Bacon Sails and Marine Supplies. This second-hand shop is a must for 
both the bargain sailor and those looking for anything old and obscure. 
I once picked up a brand new autopilot for my boat, fresh out of the box, 
for under $100.

Once the capital of the United States, Annapolis is one of the most 
historic and beautifully preserved waterfront towns on the bay. With the 
gorgeous Maryland Statehouse, the Governor’s Mansion, the classic and 
traditional Naval Academy, and the twisting streets and old maritime 
houses, you can spend days exploring here. One of the classic bars here is 
Pussers Caribbean Grille, which overlooks Spa Creek. Having one (or two) 
“painkillers” here is a right of passage for anyone who visits Annapolis.

Yachties can either take a mooring ball or stay in one of the marinas in 

Clockwise from top left: a marina in Annapolis; the working shed 
at the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum; a historic lighthouse; 
sunbathing on the Wye River; the author at the helm; a hungry sailor 
prepares to feast on crab at the Watermans’ Crabhouse in Rock Hall

Baltimore

Chesapeake 
Bay

Annapolis

St. Michaels

Wye Island
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Spa or Back creeks. Annapolis has a regular water taxi service, so it’s easy 
to get around. If you’re there on one of the local race nights, I recom-
mend grabbing a ball in Spa Creek. The races end right in the mooring 
field, and it’s fairly exhilarating. Don’t worry, they won’t hit you, these 
sailors are pretty good. In the morning you’ll wake to the sound of the 
cadets at the academy doing their drills. 

If you want to extend this patriotic feel, head into Chick & Ruth’s Deli 
in the heart of downtown—a breakfast spot icon. Just be prepared for a 

bit of a wait for a seat, as locals and tourist alike love this place. If you’re 
there at 0830 midweek or 0930 on weekends, don’t be surprised when 
the entire restaurant stops eating, stands up and puts their hands on their 
hearts to recite the pledge of allegiance—yes, this is a Navy town.

Swan Creek, just north of the Bay Bridge, was my last stop before 
heading home to Baltimore. The main town here is Rock Hall, which like 
St. Michaels, is a beautiful old and historic Eastern Shore kind of place. 
The ice cream fountain in Durding’s Store on Main Street is straight out 

A classic working boat welcomes visitors to the Chesapeake Bay Maritime Museum (top); Sharps Island lighthouse near Tilghman Island—leaning by 
about 15-degrees since it was ice-damaged in 1977 (above left); the docks at Swan Creek Marina shine in the evening light (above right)
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Chesapeake 

Bay ResouRCes

St. MichaelS
What to do 
The Chesapeake Bay  
Maritime Museum
cbmm.org

Where to eat
Mike and Eric’s  
Front Street Restaurant
mikeandericsfrontstreet.com

208 Talbot Street
208talbot.com

The Crab Claw
thecrabclaw.com

SWan creek
Where to stay
Osprey Point
ospreypoint.com

Where to eat
Durding’s Store on Main Street
durdingsicecream.com

Waterman’s Crab House
watermanscrabhouse.com

annapoliS
Where to eat
Chick and Ruths
chickandruths.com

Pusser’s Caribbean Grille 
pussersusa.com

Ship’s Store
Bacons Sails
baconsails.com

Sailboat charters
Dream Yacht Charters
dreamyachtcharter.com

BaltiMore
Where to stay
Admiral Fell Inn
admiralfell.com

Where to eat
One Eyed Mike’s
oneeyedmikes.com

The Black Olive
theblackolive.com

Mezze
kalismezze.com

B & O
bandorestaurant.com

Marinas
Henderson’s Wharf Marina
hendersonswharf.com

of Andy Griffith’s Mayberry. 
Like St. Micheals, many hip new restaurants are 

starting to open in Rock Hall, like Four Sirens, with 
its amazingly eclectic burger selection and wide 
array of craft beers. You also have your standard 
crab joints, like the Waterman’s Crab House, which 
has good prices and great music on the weekends.

If you happen to be in Rock Hall in July, you’re 
in for a real local treat. The Waterman’s Day 
festival is an annual celebration of the men and 
women who make their living on the bay. One 
of my favorite events is the boat-parking contest, 
where talented skippers compete to see who can 
park and tie up their crab boat in the shortest 
amount of time. Trust me, this can be very enter-
taining—especially with a heavy crosswind.

Hands down, my favorite inn in Swan Creek is 
Osprey Point. A turn-of-the-century farmhouse 
that has been converted into a luxurious inn, this 
is a must-do spot on the bay. I’ve stayed there 
countless times and it’s always great. 

Swan Creek is a little bit of a hike from Rock 
Hall, but there’s a very cheap trolley service that 
will take you wherever you need to go. You can 
also take one of the inn’s bikes or walk, as it’s only 
about 15 minutes and very peaceful and relaxing 
on a cool summer night.

Baltimore is the only real “city” on the northern 
bay, and well worth checking out. The birthplace 
of Billie Holiday and Babe Ruth, Baltimore has 
a lot of good old, blue collar heart and soul. My 
favorite anchorage is Henderson’s Wharf Marina, 
located in the heart of Fells Point. You’re within 
stumbling distance of some of Baltimore’s best 
bars, restaurants and live music. If you like Medi-

terranean food and great fish, Black Olive is one of 
Baltimore’s best. For more of a local feel, right next 
to Black Olive is One Eyed Mike’s, another one 
of my favorites. For great tapas, Mezze is a great 
choice, and you can’t beat the waterfront location. 
Pretty much every bar has a band playing, so just 
wander down the street and take your pick. If you 
don’t mind a short cab ride, one of the best new 
restaurants that highlight Baltimore’s expanding 
foodie culture is the B&O American Brasserie. 
Housed in the old Baltimore and Ohio railroad 
offices, this is one of my favorite places to eat in 
“Charm City” for good old American food with a 
culinary fusion twist. 

Fells Point also has a rich maritime history. 
Some of the first vessels commissioned for the U.S. 
Navy were built in Fell’s Point shipyards, including 
the U.S.S. Constellation. Built in 1797, this ship’s 
last mission was intercepting illegal slave ships. 
Today, she’s proudly parked in Baltimore’s Inner 
Harbor. No replica, this ship is the real deal.

If you have more time, there are many other 
great destinations in this part of the bay—the 
Hudson and Honga rivers, Smith Island, Worton 
Creek and Island Pond. In fact, that’s what I love 
most about this body of water, the endless pos-
sibilities. In spite of all the sailing and racing of 
done here, and I feel as if I’ve only just begun to 
plumb its depths. 

So, next time you’re thinking of a charter, look 
a little closer to home and give the bay a chance—
you’ll be surprised at what you find. s

Eric Vohr and Michaela Urban have a travel website 

and blog at travelintense.com

A replica of captain John Smith’s boat, in which he explored and charted the Chesapeake Bay in the early 
17th century (above left); the Osprey Point Inn at Swan Creek is a hidden gem (above right)
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Go Forth 
and Cruise
Heed the 10 commandments of successful 

coastal cruising, and all should be well  

in your watery world by Tom Cunliffe

Woe betide the 

sailor who ignores 

the cruising 

commandments
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1: This is my plan, and behold, it is 
flexible
All successful coastal cruises start with a plan. 
The trouble is, most of us who have managed 
well enough in life’s battles to be able to own 
or charter a cruising sailboat have developed a 
tendency to feel goals must be achieved, regard-
less. This may be laudable when confronting 
a sales target or building a house, but it’s not 
necessarily a winning formula when taking the 
family for a holiday with limited time under the 
hovering axe of  the weather. 

One of the best tips I ever heard concerns 
those of us whose home port is on a stretch of 
coast with options in both directions: Plan two 
trips, one on either side. On the day, choose the 
downhill route with the fair wind. 

Don’t imagine that the uphill choice will get 
the bad part out of the way first and guarantee 
you an easy ride home. Think about it; the 
logic’s flawed. Go for the soft option and enjoy 
the sailing. You might just get lucky and have 
a grand trip back as well. If you don’t, you’ll 
have to face the long beat, but at least there’s 
been some fair weather to look back on. Had 
you chosen the beat to start with, and then 
the wind went foul at turn-around time, you’d 
look pretty sick and the kids might not want 
to come next year. 

2: Thou shalt not try to do too much
I belong to a well-known international cruising 
club. Our members manage some remarkable 
exploits, but when I scan the annual journal 
crammed with our logs, I sometimes lose the 

will to live. “We visited 25 harbors in 30 days,” 
doesn’t sound to me like a formula for a jolly 
time. Sure, we’re all out there to go sailing, but 
the life of a port is part of seafaring too. When 
I find a place I like, I’m well pleased if I have 
enough time to stay awhile—to sample the 
beaches, climb the local hills, hit that colorful 
bar on the waterfront, see what the museum 
can teach me and take time for a yarn with the 
guy on the next boat over. Missing out on all 
this is a big loss. It can be fun to head off to the 
horizon for a fortnight, but there’s always the 
danger of ending up like the enlisted man who 
“joined the navy to see the world, and what did 
I see? I saw the sea.”  

3: Remember the ship’s log book, and 
keep it holy  
Oddly enough, the log book is more important 
now that we know where we are than it ever 
was in the dark ages of pre-GPS nostalgia, 
when most of us didn’t. Back then, we kept 
track of our position by plotting a series of 
dead-reckoning positions backed up by fixes, 
all neatly inscribed in soft pencil on the sacred 
paper chart. As long as we knew where we’d 
been—more or less—an hour ago, and we’d 
noted our course steered and distance run, we 
could work up a new DR any time. 

Except for those who choose to maintain 
this discipline, this is no longer the case be-
cause most people now favor electronic chart-
plotters as their primary data source. Used 
properly, this is a better solution, but the key 
to safety—as well as asking the instrument the 

right questions and being educated regarding 
its shortcomings—is having a paper backup. 
A paper chart gives the sort of overview a 
plotter never can. Also, it is ready to take over 
if Uncle Sam decides to turn off the satellites 
or, more likely, some clown has a fun day out 
jamming the signals with a gizmo he bought 
on eBay for fifteen bucks. 

None of this will matter a hoot to the sailor 
who has kept a paper log book. All he has to do 
when the lights go out is read off his last known 
position, plot it on the paper chart and extrapo-
late course steered and distance run. Happiness. 
No log book? Fear, loathing and misery.

Oh yes, and a good, creative log book is 
great fun to read in years to come when you 
recall that awful breakfast when the skipper 
served up chilli omelette and tipped in the 
whole packet of flakes.   

4: The anchor is thy strength and 
salvation. Thou shalt have no 
priorities before it 
Marinas are OK, but for really satisfying cruis-
ing, you must be able to anchor with confi-
dence. The ground tackle that comes with pro-
duction boats is usually a joke. Check out any 
long-term offshore boat, and you’ll see what 
I mean. Typically, manufacturers supply the 
absolute minimum that will secure the yacht 
over lunch on a nice day in good holding. It’s 
no use at all for a windy night on a rocky shore. 
My Mason 44 has a 65lb Bruce on the stem-
head, 270 feet of ⅜in chain in the locker and a 
respectable electric windlass, so I don’t injure 

Sometimes a cruise 
doesn’t come together 
as planned...

When you can’t 
find a slip, let 
the anchor be 
your home
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myself trying to heave it in. Much is written 
about anchors and anchoring, but the bottom 
line, as you might say, is always weight. Plenty 
of it. You can’t beat it, and lots of chain. 

Because I have a good windlass, I’m not shy 
about using scope so dragging is never an issue. 
I lay the pick carefully, dig it in as though I 
mean business, then pour myself a Scotch. I put 
up my riding light where it will burn brightly 
and be seen by everyone, and I sleep the slum-
ber of the just. Nothing else will do. And if ever 
my engine should fail on a lee shore, salvation 
is waiting on the bow roller. 

5: Remember to stow long ropes, 
because the day will surely come when 
nothing else will preserve the ship
It’s remarkable what a boat that sails from 
marinas all the time can get away with in terms 
of shorelines. They’re a bit like ground tackle, 
in that boatbuilders supply their wares with 
miserly lengths that just about reach the posts 
in a box berth. These “shorties” are useful 
because nobody wants to be coiling 90ft lengths 
when 20ft is more than enough. Keep the little 
docklines and be glad of them, but sooner or 
later you’ll need a couple of serious lines. A 
kedge warp can be pressed into service. Since 
this will be nylon, that’s all to the good. An 
extra one is well worth the money too. You 
may want to tow someone, or even be towed 
yourself. If it’s the latter, it’s far better not to 
take his rope, because that might make you 
liable for salvage. Politely heave him your own, 
then buy him a drink when you get in. 

6: Thou shalt not bear false spares for 
the engine 
I once bought a boat with a box full of impel-
lers, filters and the like, only to discover when 
I needed them that my predecessor must have 
acquired them in a yard sale. None of them 
fitted. Any boat that’s cruising, even along the 
coast, simply must carry at least one spare 
engine cooling-pump impeller. A sound plan 
is to change this vital unit each season, then 
keep the old one that has not failed as backup. 
This reminds you of how to do the job, and 
it makes failure less likely because the new 
impeller is lovely and pliable. It also ensures 
that the spare actually fits. 

I can’t imagine going cruising without at 
least two fuel filters in the locker, plus the 
certain knowledge that I can personally re-
place them and bleed the engine back to life. If 
you’ve never had to do this, wait for your first 

fill of dirty fuel and be happy that you carried 
the extras. They only need be bought once, 
because, thereafter, the working element (or 
two if two are fitted), is changed each season 
while the spares stay tucked away awaiting 
their moment of glory.

7: Fill your ship’s food lockers with 
heavy staples. Sufficient unto the day 
are the luxuries thereof 
It’s always a blast going round the stores in 
strange ports to see what delicacies and rare 
delights are on offer. Carrying a quart of clams 
back to the boat isn’t onerous. Nor is popping 
a couple of fresh loaves into the tote bag. What 
you don’t want when you’re far from home 
on a hot day is to end up humping 50lb of 
assorted potatoes, onions, rice and a few six-

packs a mile or more down to the dinghy. Plan 
food shopping well ahead. Bring all heavy 
staples on board before you leave the home 
slip and while you still have a car.

8: Beware of Scribes bearing 
clipboards   
In other words, keep the paperwork in 
order. It may not be important to carry 
ship’s registration documents and passports 
if a planned cruise is from New Hampshire 
to Maine and back, but if you are heading 
north from San Francisco toward Vancouver, 
you’ll need the lot. If you intend to cross an 
international border, ship everything you can 
think of: liferaft certificates, radio licenses, 
insurance, registration, tax-paid evidence 
perhaps, and so on.  

A heavy anchor (or 
two) with plenty of 

rode is essential

Keeping a ship’s 
log is helpful when 
cruising and can make 
for some interesting 
reading later on
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9: Rejoice in well-tried shipmates and 
put no trust in strangers
The people we work with, drinking buddies 
and the like, do not necessarily make good 
shipmates. Family are generally fine, unless 
there are underlying issues. If there are, a lively 
passage or two is a tested way of effecting 
resolution—one way or the other. Whoever you 
are sailing with, it makes life a lot easier if you 
stick with them for the duration. 

Crew changes are a sure and certain source 
of stress. Sailing boats—even modern ones 
with powerful engines— are not at their best 
keeping to tight schedules. If Cousin Courtney 
has bought an air ticket to Snug Harbor and 
will be waiting on the dock next Friday, you 
can bet your last dollar the wind will be on 
the nose and nobody will want to make the 
passage. It happens every time. I could count 
the occasions on one hand where I’ve been 
waiting happily for my next crew in a port of 

my choice with the timing just right. Avoid 
crew changes if you can, make peace with 
teenage daughters, buy your partner a new suit 
of foulweather gear and have a nice trip.   

10: Let maintenance be the 
watchword
Today’s sailboats should be as reliable as 
cars have become. Despite all efforts to 
depersonalize them, however, boats remain 
essentially organic products. The sea isn’t like 
the two-dimensional highway. It has waves, 
which when added to the wind, demand 
more than is ever asked of our refined 
automobiles. Diesel engines are integral to 
today’s cruising. Their reliability has come 
unimaginable distances since I first turned a 
marine starter key 50 years back. If a diesel 
fails in service, it is almost invariably due to 
poor servicing, or no servicing at all. Either 
we do it ourselves or we pay to have someone 

else do it, but attend to it we must because 
engine failures cause more call-outs for the 
emergency services than anything else. 

It’s off most general service schedules, but 
do make sure fuel tanks are clean, because 
this is where problems often lurk. Clean-
ing tanks isn’t easy. If you can’t face it, hire 
a professional, but get it done. You might be 
surprised at what comes out. The same goes 
for rig, winches and sails. Routine mainte-
nance is well covered in this magazine. All I 
can do is stress its importance.

That said, perhaps the 11th commandment 
should be, “Don’t get bogged down worrying 
about what could go wrong. Do what you can, 
then get out there and enjoy yourself. Things 
are rarely as bad as they look!” s

Tom Cunliffe sails his Mason 44 in the North 

Atlantic and Baltic. His new book, The Complete 

Ocean Skipper, is currently available

Having a plan in place is key for a 
comfortable cruise, but don’t get 

too locked into it—flexibility is 
essential to enjoyable cruising

Having a reliable 
crew is paramount in 
successful cruising

Carrying paper charts might seem outdated 
but they’ll be there if your electronics fail
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SKETCHBOOK
BOAT

WORKS

A

If the framework of a folding 
sprayhood is strong enough, it is 
sometimes possible to add a grab 
rail across the back. But take care 
when using it if the mainsheet runs 
close by. 

B

When your boat is on the mooring, 
covers over the flexible windows 
protect them from ultraviolet light 
damage.

C

Some boats have a large fixed 
framework over the folding 
sprayhood. This creates a good set of 
grab bars to hang onto in the cockpit, 
or when moving up on to the side 
decks. It’s also a handy place to 
mount a solar panel, lash down the 
boom or secure the front edge of a 
cockpit awning. 

D

A small set of grab rails around the 
companionway creates very secure 
handholds when entering or exiting 
the cabin. The frame can also be filled 
in with canvas to form a mini 
sprayhood. 

E

I’ve seen a couple of boats that have 
a framework of grab rails over the 
companionway, which is then partially 
covered with clear polycarbonate 
sheeting. This can either be curved 
and fitted professionally, or bent by 
heating with a hot air gun and then 
bolting into position. They are very 
strong, look quite good and create a 
snug area to sit behind.

F

A folding sprayhood that matches the 
curved top edge of a fixed windscreen 
looks good and stows away well. 
Having a solid windscreen gets over 
the problem of having flexible window 
material that can degrade over time. 
To avoid an ugly-looking result, the 
overall proportions need to be 
carefully worked out and several full-
sized mockups made.

Dick Everitt has sailed thousands of 

miles in various parts of the world. He 

has been an illustrator, journalist and 

engineer for more than 40 years

Sprayhoods 
& Grab Rails
by Dick Everitt

A
B

D

F

E

C
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Know how
Boat

Works

L
ike many boats, Eurisko has a reverse 
transom that has a hard life. In her 30 
years it has come in contact with count-

less hard objects. Each has left its mark. Once I 
finally noticed the damage that was being done, 
I started inspecting other reverse transoms and 
discovered we were not alone.

Before we left civilization in 2002, we pret-
tied up Eurisko, including filling the dings in 
the edge of her transom. My husband, Dave, 
used a 3M filler and considered the job done. 
Within a few months, though, we realized that 
this quick repair wasn’t going to be enough as 
our hard dinghies began chipping off not only 
Dave’s paint and filler but the surrounding gel 
coat—to the point where the hull joint was even 
visible in spots. Afraid that if these wounds 
started absorbing water the problem would 
become not only aesthetic, but structural, Dave 
decided it was time to “do it right.”

First, he marked both sides of the hull and 
transom 3in from the edge, using a compass 
with a Sharpie in place of the pencil, which 

more than covered all the dings. Next, he used 
some 24-grit disks to grind down from the 
edge to just shy of the marks. As he did so he 
ground straight down, as opposed to feathering 
the edge, to give the cloth a place to lie without 
sticking up above the transom and hull.

When we’d first discussed this project years 
earlier, Dave had planned to wrap the end of the 
transom with fiberglass tape. However, since 
fiberglass will not conform to compound curves, 
he would have had to cut it at very close intervals 
to allow it to lie flat. Then he built a wooden, lap-
strake dinghy that he wanted to reinforce. Again, 
fiberglass would not conform to the curves, so 
he used Dynel cloth. Dynel’s flexibility impressed 
him, so he decided to use the leftovers for our 
transom project. A word of warning: Dynel 
requires much more epoxy to wet out than does 
fiberglass, so we had to plan accordingly.

Dave cut the Dynel into 4in-wide strips. This is 
best done with a hot knife or scissors. Dynel grows 
considerably when it is wet out, so 4in strips left 
1in on either side for growth and ensured that the 

Dynel did not go past the ground-out area to be 
filled. Too small is better than too big.

At this point, Dave and I donned our gloves, 
respirators, glasses and hats—we have a habit of 
standing up under wet epoxy. Then, after dry-
fitting the Dynel to be sure we had cut enough, 
Dave mixed up the first batch of epoxy and 
painted the transom with neat epoxy before 
applying the Dynel. This prevents epoxy starva-
tion, in which the fillers already on the hull 
absorb epoxy from the cloth, leaving it too dry 
to make a good bond.

Next, Dave laid the dry Dynel on the hull, using 
his epoxy brush to help it conform to the com-
pound curves. Since Dynel holds so much epoxy 
and is very flexible, wetting it out first would have 
created a mess, and we always strive to neither 
waste nor wear any more epoxy than absolutely 
necessary. Had he used fiberglass tape he would 
have wet it out before applying it to the hull. 
Once the Dynel was in place, Dave used copious 
amounts of epoxy to wet it out. The cloth should 
be completely wet, but not floating on epoxy. 

After that we allowed the epoxy to “go green,” 
or reach an early stage in the curing process 
where it’s no longer tacky, but you can still 
dent it with a fingernail, before starting in with 
the fairing and adding another layer. Doing 
so allows for a primary chemical bond to be 
established. Basically, at a molecular level, the 
two layers become one through cross-linking. If 
the epoxy is allowed to completely cure before 
fairing, there is only a secondary bond—one 
layer adheres to the other. Obviously, the first 
scenario is preferable.

As part of the first fairing, Dave used a block 
plane to remove any fringes of Dynel sticking 
above the hull, then repeated the process with 
another layer of Dynel. Again, we allowed this 
layer to “go green,” then mixed a batch of epoxy 
thickened to the consistency of peanut butter 
with a little colloidal silica and bulk micro-bal-
loons. You know the mix is right when you can 
hold up the stir stick and there are no drips. Be 
careful, however, that the filler is not too dry, 
as it will drag and leave air pockets. Since it is 
almost impossible to thin the mixture once you 
have added fillers (you are better off throwing 
it out and starting over), start out with the mix-

Taking care of dinghy dings
Repairing a transom with Dynel cloth by Connie McBride

after years of 
being dinged 

and scratched, 
it was time to 

fix the transom
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ture too thin and add a little filler at a time. Be sure to use a new mixing 
pot, stir stick and brush so that you do not speed up the curing process.

After the epoxy cured, Dave sanded and faired several times until 
he was happy with the results. He used a straightedge to verify that the 
patch met the hull and transom since it is difficult to be sure by eye. He 
then washed the patch with soap and water and a 3M pad to remove any 
amines the curing epoxy created, and sanded to the line on the transom 
and hull using up to 180 grit sandpaper. After that he taped off the area 
just outside the Sharpie line since we did not plan to paint the entire 
transom. We primed the area with a two-part Awlgrip primer, sanded 
through 180 grit, and applied two coats of Awlgrip two-part paint, wet 
sanding between coats. It is never possible to get good coverage with 
only one coat of paint; by trying, you will only succeed in applying too 
much paint, and it will sag or run.

We peeled the tape before the final coat was completely dry, allowing 
the edge to flow out on its own. After the paint was completely cured, 
Dave sanded out the rough edge with 320 through 800 grit sandpaper, 
then used a buffer to finish removing any remaining edge.

While I think the results are astounding, Dave does not consider it 
his best work. In a perfect world, we would have painted the entire boat, 
rather than just trying to hide the patch. We were already scheduled to 
be on the hard longer than I can generally tolerate, and this was but one 
of many projects on the list, so we invested no more time and money 
into it than necessary.

Since this was a structural repair rather than just cosmetic, we are con-
fident that Eurisko’s transom will be able to hold up to the beating it gets 
from dinghies. Just last week I noticed a black spot on the corner of the 
transom and panicked, but closer inspection revealed that it was dinghy 
bottom paint, and it wiped off. Now we consider the job completed, hav-
ing finally done it right. s

Connie McBride and her husband, Dave, sailed away in 2002 on their 34ft 

Creekmore, Eurisko. after many years in the Caribbean, where they raised 

their three sons aboard, they are now empty nesters, meandering their way 

around the tropics

With the work done, 

Eurisko’s transom is back 

to her original glory
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GEAR REVIEWS
BOAT

WORKS

Put to the Test 
SAIL’s editors have tried out many products over the years. Here’s a selection

 “OVERDRIVE” PROPELLER
If you are at all interested in having your boat 
perform to its potential, you will need to install 
a low-drag propeller, either folding or feather-
ing. I’ve even heard sailmakers admit that a 
low-drag prop does more to improve a cruising 
boat’s speed under sail than a new sail. Back in 
2013, we installed a three-bladed Gori fold-
ing propeller. A two-bladed prop would have 
been ample for our 13,000lb boat’s saildrive-
equipped Yanmar 2GM20F, but we were 
curious to try out Gori’s “overdrive” function, 
which is only available on the three-bladers 
with their patented hinge pin design. 

To get into overdrive you put the boat in 
reverse gear at low speed, back down until the 
boat starts to move astern, then select for-
ward gear. Th e transition from reverse gear to 
forward leaves the blades open in the reverse 
position—the normal trailing edge becomes 
the leading edge, which results in a 20 percent 
increase in pitch. Th is means you can reach 
cruising speed at a lower RPM, thereby saving 
potentially signifi cant amounts of fuel. To get 
out of overdrive, you just put the engine in 
neutral to let the water fl ow close the blades, 
then select forward gear to open them in the 
“normal” position. 

Gori recommends only using overdrive in 
quiet sea states and low-wind conditions—read 
calms. Even with our small and frugal engine, 
the overdrive function has its benefi ts. Where 
we were motoring or motorsailing (in fl at wa-
ter) at 6.5 knots at 3,000 rpm, overdrive gave us 
the same speed at less than 2,700 rpm.  

Even without employing the overdrive this 
propeller has performed well, adding nearly a 
knot to the 6-ton boat’s top speed compared to 

its predecessor and providing plenty of drive, 
even into head seas. On one occasion it pushed 
the heavily loaded boat into 30 knots of wind 
at 4 knots—no mean feat considering our lack 
of horsepower. 

Th e only drawback is the need to be aware 
aft er backing out of a slip, when you’ll fi nd 
yourself in overdrive every time you go from 
reverse to forward gear. With a bigger engine 
this may not be immediately noticeable, but 
our little Yanmar clatters and groans when too 
much throttle is applied at low speed in over-
drive. Putting the engine in neutral momen-
tarily is all that’s needed, provided you’re going 
fast enough for water fl ow to fold the prop. 
You also need to spend $60 on new zincs each 
year.—Peter Nielsen

Verdict: If fuel economy combined with 
low drag are important to you, check out this 
propeller. gori-propeller.com

WINDPILOT PACIFIC 
Th ough the servo-pendulum operating princi-
ple of our Windpilot self-steering gear is basic, 
watching it work for hours off shore convinces 
one that it’s pure magic. Th e windvane blade is 
angled into the wind, and as the boat falls off  or 
comes up into the wind the blade nods one way 
or the other; this movement is translated by 
linkages into a turning force on the vane gear’s 
rudder shaft , which is connected by lines to (in 
our case) the tiller. 

Because windvanes keep the boat heading on 
a particular point of sail, not a compass course, 
when the wind changes direction or intensity, 
the vane needs to be adjusted accordingly. But of 
course, in that situation you would be adjust-
ing your sails anyway, so it’s just another step in 

keeping the boat trimmed. In tight quarters with 
fl uky winds, we oft en fi nd it’s best to hand-steer. 

Conversely, if you were using an automatic 
pilot and the wind changed direction or in-
tensity, you would keep pointing in the same 
direction, not knowing that your sails needed 
adjusting. In any consistent wind, on any point 
of sail, our windvane steers closer to course 
than we ever could.

Th e Windpilot’s uncomplicated mount is 
small and easy to install with four bolts through 
the transom. Th e unit weighs 45lb and can be 
removed in less than 5 minutes by taking out 
two bolts. We remove our Windpilot, Ziggy, 
any time we think he may be vulnerable: when 
hauling or launching and even in some tight 
docking circumstances. He’s so light and easy to 
remove, there’s no reason not to.

Th e quality of the Windpilot is superb. Every 
bolt comes coated with lanolin, and therefore 
every bolt still comes out when needed. It is built 
with bushings rather than bearings, so there is 
no need for anything more than a bit of dry lube 
every few years. In 15 years and 25,000 miles the 
only other maintenance we have done is to rinse 
off  the salt water when convenient, and once 
my husband had to sand off  some salt build-up 
around the adjustment knob.—Connie McBride

Verdict: We consider our Windpilot the 
perfect crew member. windpilot.com

ULTRASONIC ANTIFOULING
Various permutations of ultrasonic antifouling 
have been on the market for a decade or more. 
Some users claim outstanding success, others 
insist the technology is little more than snake oil 
for gullible sailors. We installed one such system, 
made in the UK by NRG Marine under the 

Gori Propeller

Windpilot 
Pacifi c

Sonihull Ultrasonic Antifouling Sikkens Cetol



brand name Sonihull, on our 34ft  project boat. 
Th e system consists of a “black box” and one 

or more transducers that must be bonded to the 
inside of the hull at specifi c locations. Th e way 
NRG Marine explains it, these emit simulta-
neous bursts of ultrasonic energy at varying 
frequencies, creating alternating negative and 
positive pressure. Th e negative pressure creates 
microscopic bubbles, which are then imploded 
by the positive pressure. Th is cavitation is 
claimed to have a cleaning eff ect on the hull 
surface and also to repel single cell organisms 
that attract barnacles and the like.

NRG Marine states plainly that the product 
should be used in conjunction with antifoul-
ing paint, so in keeping with the green theme 
we applied two coats of Pettit’s Hydrocoat Eco 
copper-free bottom paint and launched the 
boat in mid-April. By mid-October, aft er six 
months in the frigid waters of Boston’s North 
Shore, the bottom was largely barnacle-free, 
with patches of slime along the waterline, the 
keel and the rudder. Th ose barnacles we did 
observe were at the foot of the lead keel, on the 
rudder blade, and on the saildrive leg and pro-
peller. It should be noted that the boat was used 

every weekend and for a couple of extended 
cruises—movement through water also helps to 
wash off  fouling.

Th e lack of fouling was such that the boat 
was sailing noticeably faster than she normally 
would have aft er so many months in the water 
without a bottom scrub. Th e saildrive leg be-
ing isolated from the hull, the ultrasonic does 
not work on it. Th e propeller boss was heavily 
fouled and a cluster of mussels had infested the 
engine water intakes on the saildrive leg.

A single 50W solar panel easily met the en-
ergy demands of the system, which was left  on 
24 hours a day, except when we slept aboard—
the transducers make an erratic, audible click-
ing that is absorbed into the normal operating 
sounds of the boat in the daytime but can be 
annoying at night.—PN

Verdict: Th is was certainly no formal test, 
but on the basis of this empirical evidence we 
can say the technology worked on our boat in 
these conditions. pyiinc.com/sonihull

CETOL MARINE NATURAL TEAK

Some sailors love to tend their brightwork with 
a fervor bordering on the religious. Others do 

not. It is the latter group who will embrace this 
product from Interlux. 

We fi rst applied Cetol to the teak seats and 
sole in the cockpit of our project boat some 
10 years ago, fi rst getting rid of all traces of 
previous coatings by scraping and sanding. 
Two coats of Cetol were brushed on in one day 
and left  to cure overnight. A year later, another 
coat was brushed on—there’s no need to sand 
between coats. And so on. Sometimes we did 
not bother to refresh the Cetol, leaving it for a 
couple of years without a touch-up.

Th e fi nish is a deep, rich satin, ideal for high-
traffi  c areas like cockpit soles and seats; it does 
not chip, and it is not slippery underfoot. Water 
can penetrate under the coating and lift  it, so it 
is not entirely maintenance-free.

Sure, Cetol Marine Natural Teak isn’t as 
gleamingly lustrous or beautiful as a high-
quality varnish job—we did not use the High 
Gloss topcoat, which imparts a shine to it—but 
for those of us who would rather sail than sand, 
this product is hard to beat.—PN

Verdict: A tough, versatile coating that’s easy 
to apply, lasts a long time and looks good—just 
right for the lazy sailor. yachtpaint.com. s

For more info on the latest sailing gear and 
products, go to sailbuyersguide.com

508.995.9511 

SCHAEFERMARINE.COM

• High strength to weight ratio 
• Flushing holes allow for easy cleansing of the sheave

• Ten faceted sheave design grips line well
• Dual Sided On/Off switch for easy operation

STAY IN CONTROL 

I NTRODUC ING

THE NEW M66-08 
RATCHET BLOCK
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Brian hancock is a sailmaker, 
whitbread race veteran and 
creator of allaboutsails.com

Gordon West is an electronics 
expert who specializes in radio 
communications

Don Casey has written many 

books and articles on marine 

maintenance and repairs

Ask sAIL
Boat

Works

nigel CalDer is an author and 

expert on boat systems and 

diesel engines

BasHeD-UP BoW PUlPit
Q: The bow pulpit on my old 34-footer has 
seen more than its share of abuse over the 
years, and now it’s bent and dented to the point 
where I’m afraid to simply bend it back into 
shape. A couple of the sockets where it attaches 
to the deck/bow also appear to be loose. I’m 
thinking of scrapping the entire thing and start-
ing from scratch, but I’m concerned it will be 
very expensive. What are the costs for a new 
pulpit? How can I re-secure those sockets?

neil Prynne, via sailmail@sailmagazine.com

Don Casey rePlies
The cost for a new pulpit depends on 
its size and complexity, and to some 

extent on where in the country you are. You 
have several choices. You can take your existing 
pulpit to a local machine shop and price out 
having it reconditioned. Or you can take it 
to a local fabricator and price out getting one 
made brand-new. Because sailboat bows are 
mostly similar, if you are in an area with a lot 

of boatyards, some inquiries 
might find you a decent used 
pulpit. It sounds like you 
need to remount the sockets 
anyway, so moving them to 
any new locations required 
by the geometry of a different 
pulpit will not be much of an 
inconvenience. I have also 
occasionally seen bow pulpits 
on eBay and Craig’s List, 
typically priced for around 
$200. However, unless the 
seller is nearby, shipping can 
be an obstacle.

If you are the do-it-yourself 
type, making a rudimentary 
tubing bender is not difficult, 
and it would allow you to 
take a length of 1in stainless 

tubing and put in the needed three bends. Add 
some intermediate supports with T-fittings, 
and you will have a new pulpit for under $150. 
(Note: you need to slide on the T-fittings before 
making the bends.)

As for those sockets on deck, they must be 
through-bolted. That means the securing nuts 
are inside the boat somewhere, perhaps inside 
a cabinet or behind an interior liner. You will 
need to gain access, remove the sockets entirely, 
clean away all sealant from both the socket and 
the deck, and then reinstall them with backing 
plates, new fasteners and fresh bedding.

tiMe to BUy neW sails?
Q: I have a very old set of Dacron sails on my 
Catalina. Friends have told me I should have 
them replaced, because it will make my boat 
sail better. But quite frankly, I’d prefer not to 
spend the money on sails that seem plenty 
sturdy enough for the kind of sailing I do, 
which is mostly daysailing with the occasional 
overnight. To tell the truth, I also kind of like 

the way they are much easier to work with than 
stiff, new Dacron. How can I determine if my 
sails are still up to the task aerodynamically? 
How can I make sure they are, in fact, sturdy 
enough to keep using?

Cabot Franklin, aurora, oH

Brian HanCoCk rePlies
There is a saying I like to use and it 
goes like this: you measure the life of 

a sail by the length of time it holds its shape, 
not by how long it holds together. In other 
words, when the shape is shot the sail is shot. 
That said, your sails are probably fine for the 
type of sailing you do. You are not racing, and 
cruisers usually avoid sailing upwind, which is 
where you will experience the most difference.

What I suggest you do is this. Sail upwind 
with the mainsail and the headsail trimmed 
for a beat. Lay on the deck in the middle of the 
foot of the headsail and take a photo of the sail 
looking up toward the head. Do the same for 
the mainsail, and then print out each photo. 
If you have draft stripes this will be easier, but 
in any case what you want to do is visualize a 
line running across the sail from luff to leech. 
This will help you to see where the maximum 
draft in the sail is. For the headsail it should 
be around 30 to 35 percent aft from the luff. 
For the mainsail the maximum draft should be 
around 45 to 50 percent aft. If your sail is not 
in that range, then the shape is not great. It will 
usually be farther back as the fabric ages and 
stretches, and the maximum draft sags.

As far as durability is concerned, I am fairly 
sure even without looking at the sail that the 
fabric itself is fine. It’s the stitching that wears out 
first, so take a look there. If the thread is chafed 
or worn, the sail will not be good for any kind of 
extended voyaging. If you are concerned about 
either the stitching or the sail shape, take the 
sails in to your local sailmaker and have him add 
a row or two of stitching (over the old stitching). 

there are a number 
of options available 
if your bow pulpit is 

bent out of shape



Got a question for our experts? Send 
it to sailmail@sailmagazine.com

He can also recut the sail to improve its shape. 
Th is is usually done by re-cutting the luff  curve. 

ZINCS EMERGENCY
Q: I need advice. All of a sudden I’m burning 
through zincs while at dock. My gut instinct 
says that there is a stray current somewhere. Is 
it most likely from outside my boat (dock or 
nearby boat) or inside my boat? What kinds of 
checks can I make with my voltmeter and how 
do I do it? 

George Blakeslee, New Haven, CT

NIGEL CALDER REPLIES 
If you are plugged into shorepower 
then most likely this is galvanic cor-

rosion brought on board by the shorepower 
cord. You need a galvanic isolator or isolation 
transformer to block this. (If you already have 
one, it is not working properly.) If you are not 
plugged in, then this could be stray current 
corrosion emanating from either your boat or 
elsewhere. However, I doubt this. Stray current 
corrosion is agnostic regarding what metals 
it corrodes. Regardless of metal composition, 
any metal that is discharging a DC current into 

the water will corrode. For your zinc to be the 
metal that was eff ected, it would have to be the 
discharge point, as opposed to a through-hull, 
the propeller or some other underwater metal. 
Zinc loss is generally associated with galvanic 
corrosion. Th ere are tests you can carry out 
to determine what is going on, but these are 
rather more involved than I can spell out here. 
Th ey are, however, covered in detail in my book 
Boatowner’s Mechanical and Electrical Manual.

MEOW OVERBOARD?
Q: We take our three cats for weeklong sails 
on the Chesapeake, and we frequently panic 
aft er a day of heavy-weather sailing when one 
or two go missing onboard. No, they don’t have 
tiny lifejackets. One time they all disappeared 
at the dock, and we searched for hours on 
shore, before they turned up hidden in the 
galley. Does anyone make pet (or kid) locaters?   

A. Foster, Havre de Grace, MD 

GORDON WEST REPLIES 
Yes! Th ere are transmitters about the 
size of a quarter, for kids, pets and 

even forgetful seniors. Th e LoCATor, which 

is used by the furries on my boat, runs for 
about 40 days on a common 2032 battery, and 
pings up to a quarter-mile away using one 
of 50 individual channels. Th e receiver used 
to track each pinger/transmitter collar has a 
directional antenna, plus proximity homing 
attenuation steps—letting you sniff  out your 
missing friend down to inches away! Th e 
receiver is $250 and well worth it if you ever 
fi nd yourself worrying that Fluff y or Fido 
jumped ship. Turn on the receiver, and if 
the signal is full scale then kitty or pooch is 
still aboard. Visit com-spec.com for more 
information. Googling “GPS pet tracker” will 
also get you a number of other companies 
off ering similar products. s

The Cat LoCATor is a good way to 
keep track of your furry shipmates

Buy current and previous issues at sailmagazine.com/store
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S
o you want to go sailing, but you don’t 
know where to start? A learning vaca-
tion combines fun, sun and sailing 

know-how in a four- to 10-day outing, and 
you’ll get a tan to boot. 

Whether you’re seeking certification to 
charter your own bareboat in the future, need 
hands-on experience to build confidence with 
larger or more complex vessels, or simply want 
a safety net so you can focus on family and 
friends aboard, there’s a way to do it all and still 
feel like you’re on vacation.

Even if you’re an old salt with a decade of 
sailing under your belt, managing a bareboat 
is another story, and a few tips from a pro 
can help. Docking, anchoring, navigation, 
power management, water conversation, diesel 
troubleshooting, advanced knot tying and radio 
etiquette are skills that few day sailors really 
worry about when navigating their home wa-
ters. Add to that running a dinghy, grounding 
situations (oh yes, they happen), understand-
ing safety gear and even provisioning and meal 
preparation (because a week of ramen noodles 

could incite a mutiny), and there’s more than 
enough subject matter for a weeklong curricu-
lum, though several companies can offer trips 
as short as four days.

Clearly, bareboating is more than know-
ing how to hoist sails. So if you need practice 
on bigger boats, want to understand more 
systems-intensive platforms to prepare for 
distance cruising on your own, or want to try 
cruising in more remote or blustery loca-
tions safely, you should consider a “working” 
vacation. It won’t be anything like a day at the 
office, unless you snorkel, enjoy sunsets and 
laugh a lot—at the office.

There are also different sizes and kinds of 
boats you may want to test out. Catamarans, 
for example, have infiltrated the most remote 
destinations these days, and they’re my pre-
ferred platform for taking out larger groups 
that may be new to boating and don’t want 
to be piled on top of each other for a week. 
However, it takes some specialized skills to 
manage a cat under power and then sail one 
so it doesn’t handle like a dog. You don’t need 

certification to charter one, but hands-on 
experience does help.

Some major charter companies, like The 
Moorings (moorings.com) and Horizon Yacht 
Charters (horizonyachtcharters.com), offer 
American Sailing Association certified staff 
and facilities as well as high-end yachts. Upon 
completion of any course, your logbook is 
signed and stamped as proof of your compe-
tency for when you’re ready to charter on your 
own. Make sure to understand what’s included 
such as the size of boat, days of instruction, 
how many cabins, afternoon relaxation activi-
ties, curriculum, itineraries, food, fuel and tips. 

Another way is to go with a school that offers 
occasional charters in newbie-friendly territory, 
like the British Virgin Islands where the winds 
are mostly steady, waves are generally benign, 
and just about everything is well-marked line-
of-sight navigation. Colgate’s Offshore Sailing 
School (offshoresailing.com) organizes trips 
here and offers U.S. Sailing accreditation.

Now, if you already have your certification 
but want to work on practical skills, there are 
other options. LTD Sailing (ltdsailing.com) 
based in Grenada also serves St. Vincent and 
the Grenadines, and they provide certification 
or just skippered experiences to build confi-
dence in Windward Isle waters that are a bit 
more blowy and challenging. Or you can par-
ticipate in a flotilla with Zescapes that puts a 
captain on each vessel to make final decisions, 
but lets the guests run the boat and all ship-
board duties for one or two weeks anywhere in 
the world so you can have an exotic adventure 
while learning.

Finally, you can opt to go with your own 
group and book a whole boat or go alone 
and be paired up with other students. Any 
way you approach this, you’ll leave with good 
experience, new friends and that great tan. s

Zuzana Prochazka holds a 100-ton Coast Guard 

liscense and cruises Southern California aboard 

Indigo, a Celestial 48

A Working Vacation
Learning to sail while chartering doubles the fun

by Zuzana Prochazka

Charter Chat
Footloose Sailing Charters is offering 15 

percent discount this Fall on charters out of the 

British Virgin Islands by using the code: FALL6. 

footloosecharters.com

TMM Charters offers the offseason special of 10 

days for the price of 7, running August 1 through 

October 30, 2016. sailtmm.com

A charter—bareboat 

or crewed—can be 

a great learning 

experience and 

allow sailors to test 

their skils
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“We just completed the Fast Track to Cruising course with our two children. Our instructor did an exceptional job 

and what impressed me most was his ability to teach four people with different learning styles. When we took the 

boat on our test sail without our instructor, we all put what we learned to work and had an excellent day at sea!”

Kyle Couture - Birmingham, AL 
Fast Track to Cruising®

Florida • New York Harbor • British Virgin Islands

Day Sailing • Bareboat Charter Cruising • Performance Sailing 
Team Building Programs

OffshoreSailing.com | 888.454.8002

OVER 130,000 GRADUATES SINCE 1964

“Offshore Sailing School’s  
instructors are great sailors  

and teachers.”



Leader in Sailing Education Since 1983

Since the beginning our dedication to making 
sailing available to anyone wanting to learn has 
never changed. Originally created in 1983, our 
advanced, easy to teach, standardized educational 
program is now available in over 300 ASA schools 
worldwide. 

Over the years we have certified over 7000 ASA 
professional sailing instructors who have taught 
over half a million people to sail, as well as issuing 
an additional half a million certifications for 
advanced skills from Basic Coastal Cruising to 
Offshore Passage Making.

ASA is constantly developing new and exciting ways to make 
teaching sailing easier. We have a new boat, built just for our 
schools by Beneteau.  We have a new and comprehensive 
book about the hottest segment of the sailboat market, 
larger cruising cats. And we are developing exciting, 
interactive on-line teaching aids, including a revolutionary 
new 3-D video game, all 
designed to reinforce ASA’s 
on the water training. 

Beneteau ASA First 22

BUT THE FUN ALWAYS STARTS AT ASA.COM

SOME THINGS NEVER CHANGE

OTHER THINGS DO

You can take sailing lessons, from a fun Basic Sailing course to Offshore 
Passage Making, at any one of ASA’s 300 locations.  You can join other ASA 
certified sailors on a flotilla in an exotic location.  You can take a relaxing 
day sail in your own backyard or you can explore skippering your own yacht 
on a dream charter vacation at findmycharter.com.  Let ASA give you the 
confidence you need to live the lifestyle of your dreams.

B A S I C  |  C O A S T A L  |  O F F S H O R E
A S A . C O M / L E A R N

Go to store.asa.com
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Welcome to 5-Star Sailing
The Moorings knows just what it takes to make 
your next vacation simply unforgettable. 

For more than 45 years we’ve set the standard 
for getaways at sea in over 20 destinations 
across the globe—and now we’re inviting you 
to see the difference.

Cast your cares to the wind and experience 
the true meaning of “escape.” Your yacht, your 
schedule, in the best of company. Let us show 
you the way.

UNFORGETTABLE MOMENT S
on the water

Call 877.794.9129 or visit moorings.com/sail

UNF BLL

7 794 912

NF BNF TABFORG T TAORGETGERG T



Since 1989!

888.784.8461/ 954.763.8464

Sailing Vacations of a Lifetime...

BOOK WINTER/SPRING/SUMMER 2016

CHARTERS NOW! 

9 days for the price of 7 days:
Apr - May 31

10 days for the price of 7 days: 
June 1 - Dec 15

Bareboat or Captain Charters
Beneteau, Jeanneau, Lagoon and Leapard (32-50 ft.)

Pro Valor Charters, Ltd. BVI
1-866-803-2271

JUST FIVE MINUTES FROM THE BEEF ISLAND AIRPORT (EIS)
James Young Chalwell Marina, East End, Tortola, BVI

Turn into marina at A-Value grocery store on East End.

www.provalorcharters.com

SIGN UP TODAY! sailmagazine.com/enews

THE BEST OF DELIVERED TO YOUR INBOX

Get the latest 

sailing news, 

new boat 

videos, exclusive 

multimedia 

content & more 

with SAIL’s 

Under Sail 

enewsletter



 

U.S., British & Spanish Virgin Islands

Catamarans l Monohulls l Bareboat l Skippered

Reservations: U.S. & Canada +800-944-2962 | International +386-210-4155

CYOA Yacht Charters  Frenchtown Marina l St. Thomas USVI | email: info@cyoacharters.com l cyoacharters.com

Ordinary People. Extraordinary Vacations! 





SAIL'S 
FEATURED LISTINGS Brokerage

2001 X-Yachts X-442
VIRGA is a one-owner X-442 that we have taken in trade for a new Xc-45.  She underwent a  full condition survey prior to                            
acceptance,  and is stored under cover at our offices in Mystic, CT for the 2015 -16 winter season. She was used for summer sailing 
only in the Massachusetts Bay area.  Please see her full description on our website:  www.rodgersyachtsales.com.  She is available for 
viewing at your convenience.  $195,000.

Rodgers Yacht sales LLc
P.O. Box 182 | West Mystic, ct 06388 | Phone: 860-536-7776

Email: rbr@rodgersyachtsales.com | www.rodgersyachtsales.com

2002 OYstER 53 RaisEd saLOn
One owner meticulously maintained Oyster 53 that is equipped for 
world cruising. Exquisite 4 stateroom teak interior with extensive list of 
custom options including electric stowaway mast, winches, dinghy da-
vits, bow thruster and watermaker. Design features sea kindly hull shape, 
wide side decks, large cockpit and stylish raised main salon. All cabins 
are equipped with reverse cycle air conditioning and can be operated 
from dockside or generator. In Fort Lauderdale fully commissioned. 

david Walters Yachts
Ft. Lauderdale & naples FL and newport Ri

Phone: 954-527-0664 
sales@dwyfl.net

www.davidwaltersyachts.net

2004 JEannEau 43ds
Excellent condition.  Sailed past five years exclusively in fresh wa-
ter.  The Jeanneau 43DS has a real teak interior with very nice fit 
and finish.  Beautiful raised settee with panoramic views.  Two full 
heads, one with separate shower stall.  Aft master center line queen 
stateroom...electric heads, MAX PROP, upgraded 78hp Yanmar 
engine, GENSET, Xantrex inverter & battery monitor, electric 
winches, new sails plus original sails as backup, 630 amp hour 
house battery bank, SSB, AIS, Zodiac life raft....asking $199,000.

Bluenose Yacht sales
Phone: 401-855-4355 

BluenoseYachts@gmail.com 
www.BluenoseYachts.com
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Bluenose Yacht Sales

Y

1994 J130 2001 Tartan 3500 2004 Jeanneau 43DS 2015 Jeanneau SF3600

67’ 1953 Abeking & Rasmussen Yawl ................................ $295,000
55' 1994 Oyster 55 Pilothouse 55.... ................................ .$395,000
55’ 1984 Baltic 55 ...............................................................$319,000
54' 1993 Pilothouse Cutter (Launched in 2004) ............... $149,500
53’ 2012 Jeanneau 53....four staterooms, well equipped, never chartered ..$439,000
53’ 2003 Amel Super Maramu...$90,000 upgrades; sails & electronics, mint ..$339,000
50’ 1999 Bavaria 50............................................................$162,500
47’ 1987 Alan Warwick Custom Offshore .......................... $339,000
45’ 2005 Majorca Flybridge Trawler....REDUCED PRICE ...........$325,000
45’ 2005 Jeanneau 45 ...............................................................$179,900
44’ 1980 C&C Landfall ......................................................... $44,500
44’ 1989 C&C 44.................................................................. $89,000
43'  2006 Jeanneau 43DS...well equipped.. .................... ..$254,900
43’ 2004 Jeanneau 43DS...fresh water boat, nicely equipped .....$199,000
43' 1989 Cheoy Lee PEDRICK 43 ........................................$157,500
42'   1930 Rhodes 42.....famous in Chicago race circles ................. $89,000
42’ 2000 Bavaria 42 ...........................................................$148,000

42’ 1994 J Boat J130...........................................................$155,000
42’ 1990 Hunter 42 Passage................................................$89,900
41’ 1985 Lacoste 42 ............................................................. $74,995
41’ 2000 Hunter 410 ..........................................................$120,000
41’ 2014 Jeanneau 41 DS.....mint ....................................... $234,000
40’ 1987 J 40....blue hull color, very good condition ..............................$89,500
39’ 2011 Hunter 39 ................................................................................ $147,500
39’ 1991 Catalina Morgan 381.............................................$139,000
39’ 2004 Beneteau 393 .....................................................$125,000
38’ 2006 Hunter 38 ............................................................ $139,500
37'  1990 J 37C - shoal draft, new engine 2008  ... ... ...........$60,000
37’    2006 Beneteau 373 .....................................................  $139,000
36’ 1985 Omega 36 ............................................................. $54,000
36’ 2001 Beneteau 361.........................................................$75,000
35’ 2001 Tartan 3500....new sails, new electronics, new awlgrip, reduced to sell ......... $126,000
33’ 1981 Stonington Odyssey 33................................................................. $59,500

 PLEASE CHECK OUR WEBSITE FOR MORE QUALITY LISTINGS AND NEW BOATS

TOLL FREE: 877.695.6538    EMAIL: bluenoseyachts@gmail.com    401.855.4355          facebook.com/BluenoseYachts
One Commercial Wharf, Newport, Rhode Island

www.BluenoseYachts.com

SPARKMAN        STEPHENS

New - Improved - Open 30, Classically Elegant

Th is new model has many exciting upgrades and improvements  such as:

∙ Effi  cient, quiet, no maintenance Electric Drive (or diesel engine) 
∙ 42% larger cockpit - wider and longer. 

∙ Similar interior arrangement - enclosed head. 

∙ Sleeps four. 

∙ No maintenance, faux teak toe rail and hand rails.
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NEW, award winning Jeanneau 349 - now in stock in RI

A new 2015 Jeanneau 409 in mast furling, three cabin, two heads, full electronics, bow thruster, autopilot, in water ready to go 
with a $35,000 discount....make off er. Or our new Jeanneau 349 judged as one of the best new models in Europe and USA.  
We have one in stock that has nice performance package and test sails have shown she is fun, easy to sail with one person and 
fast.  BRAND NEW 389 JUST ARRIVED...and other double $$ discounts available on all 2015 stock boats.

Jeanneau 409

NEW JEANNEAU 54

NEW JEANNEAU 64 SALONA 38

Boston, MA 617-331-8140Warwick, RI 401-300-2988



To see more details about this and all other yachts around the globe, please visit our website at

www.curtisstokes.net 

1987 47’ Bristol - $225,000  
Barbara Burke - 904.310.5110

1995 36’ Catalina - $65,000
Greg Merritt - 813.294.9288

1979 46’ Brewer - $99,000
Barbara Burke - 904.310.5110

1989 33’ Siltala Nauticat - $88,750
Michael Martin - 440.781.8201

1978 38’ Seafarer - $29,500 
Michael Martin - 440.781.8201

1978 28’ Pearson - $9,900 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218

1980 47’ Mariner - $124,500 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218

1976 35’ Fuji - $44,500 
Michael Martin - 440.781.8201

1980 44’ Cherubini - $219,500
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218

1975 29’ Ericson - $15,000 
Curtis Stokes - 954.684.0218

1972 37’ Irwin - $32,500  
Michael Martin - 440.781.8201

1992 27’ Island Packet - $38,500
Dave Wilder - 410.292.1028



Worldwide Yacht Sales 

Yacht Charters 

New Yacht Construction

1.855.266.5676 | 954.684.0218 | info@curtisstokes.net

2002 56’ Atlantis 1976 43’ Gulfstar1996 51’ Little Harbor

1988 40’ Hans Christian 2006 39’ Bavaria1988 39’ Corbin

1992 42’ Catalina1998 42’ Catalina 1999 42’ Hunter

1985 35’ Ta Shing

Thinking of selling your boat?   
List with us and add your boat to our sold list!

1987 38’ Cabo Rico �������è�5FHNąH�8JFHWFKY

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD

SOLD



 SOUTHWEST HARBOR, MAINE (207) 244-5531 BOB POOLER - BPOOLER@HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM

SOUTHWEST HARBOR, MAINE (207) 664-8111 WYTHE INGEBRITSON - WINGEBRITSON@HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM

PORTSMOUTH, RHODE ISLAND (401) 578-2919 JOE DWYER - JDWYER@HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM

ANNAPOLIS, MARYLAND (401) 418-2188  JACK ERBES - JERBES@HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM

HARBOR SPRINGS, MICHIGAN (231) 526-4378 MARTY LETTS - MLETTS@HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM

STUART, FLORIDA (561) 262-3900 TRIPPER VINCENT - TVINCENT@HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM

NAPLES, FLORIDA  (205) 389-0944 WHITNEY BRACKIN - WBRACKIN@HINCKLEYYACHTS.COM

 TheHinckleyCompany.com

Since 1928

1964 HINCKLEY PILOT 35   

KITTY HAWK is the “in Great Condition” Pilot.  She is a 4–berth sloop with tiller steering.  
Beautifully kept and many upgrades.  Vacuflush head, nearly new sails, perfect varnish.  
Call for showing.  $105,000  SOUTHWEST HARBOR, ME 

2002 HINCKLEY SOU’WESTER 51 CC       

JENNIMAR II is a rare center cockpit 51 Sloop with 2 deluxe staterooms, bow thruster, 
genset, electric furling main and jib.  In fantastic one-owner condition, nothing was spared 
in her building.  Carbon fiber rig, 92-hp Yanmar and ready to take you anywhere.  $600,000  

N. KINGSTOWN, RI

1972 HINCKLEY BERMUDA 40 MK III    

BLOSSOM is a great opportunity to own a meticulously cared for and well equipped 
Mark III B-40 Yawl.  Extensive 2005 Hinckley refit (including new engine & paint).  
Kept in a private heated boathouse and used every other summer in Maine. $189,000  
BUCKS HARBOR, ME

1991 HINCKLEY SOU’WESTER 59 CC       
ARTEMIS is a Kelvar/built ketch designed to be light, responsive and sailed by the owner 
without need for liveaboard crew. Very comfortable, not dependent on dockside amenities.  
Great yacht for exploring anywhere.  $730,000  ST PETERSBURG, FL

2001 HINCKLEY SOU’WESTER 59 CC

Leave it all and go sailing - ZANETIA is your ticket. Back in the US for the first time, seriously 
for sale by original owner. Designed and built for world cruising with all the best gear. 
Captain maintained, ready to go. Call for details.  $645,000  SOUTHWEST HARBOR, ME

1978 HINCKLEY SOU’WESTER 50           

BELON is a beautiful classic Hinckley SW50 with the desirable three cabin, two head layout.  
Meticulously maintained, continuously upgraded, very well equipped and ready for your 
cruising.  Carbon fiber in-mast furling, teak  decks  and  much  more.  $360,000    MT   DESERT, ME

1994 HINCKLEY SOU’WESTER 42       

HERA is a beautiful example of the classic Hinckley SW-42.  Well taken care of and nicely 
equipped, HERA is in great shape and will bring her new owners many years of enjoyment 
on the water.   $365,000  MARTHA’S VINEYARD, MA

1965 HINCKLEY CUSTOM PILOT 35   

SUNSHINE is a very rare model Custom Hinckley Pilot 35 Sloop. Very reasonable price 
with 2007 Westerbeke diesel engine.  $74,000  BRISTOL, ME



www.x-yachtsusa.com

Cruising in Ultimate Comfort

X-Yachts’ world renowned Xcruising range was launched in 2008, with the Xc 45.  Since then, the range has 

been established with the launch of the Xc 38, Xc 42, the Xc 50, and  nally the Xc 35, with  multiple wins in 

the European Luxury Cruising Yacht of the year awards.  The Xc range offers true X-Yachts sailing qualities; 

the standard  ttings, systems and detailing offered by X-Yachts truly set them apart from the competition.

Selected Brokerage:

2010 Tripp 65 .........................................$799,000

1980 Baltic 51 .........................................$199,000

2003 X-Yachts X-442 ...........................$195,000

1926/2006 Alden Schooner 43 ..................$650,000

2007 X-Yachts X-41 .............................$210,000

1985 Jonmeri 40 .....................................$155,000

2014 X-Yachts Xp38 ............................$318,500

2002 Tartan 3700 ....................................$175,000

1998 Tartan 3500 ....................................$120,000

1997 Quest 30 ..........................................$68,000

1963 Hinckley 30 ......................................$49,500

2006 Alerion Express 28 .............................$75,000

1996 Buzzard’s Bay 25 .............................$115,000

Rodgers Yacht Sales
+1 (860) 536 7776   |   www.rodgersyachtsales.com

2015

WINNER

Xc45



6SHFLDOL]LQJ�LQ�KLJK�TXDOLW\�\DFKWV�ZRUOGZLGH�IRU�WKH�GLVFHUQLQJ�EX\HU�DQG�VHOOHU

E N G L A N D

F O L L O W  U S

O N  F A C E B O O K

www.berthonusa.com

The Newport Shipyard

1 Washington Street

Newport, RI 02840

40 Mary Street

Newport, RI 02840 

Phone  1 401 846 8404

Email  sales@berthonusa.com

I N T E R N AT I O N A L  Y A C H T  B R O K E R S

Jennifer Stewart

Alan Baines

Bill Rudkin

SWAN 46 TANGO (1985): Beautifully maintained example, constantly updated. Fully 

offshore equipped and ready to go! Brand new watermaker, updated electronics, 

shorthanded sailing a breeze.  New listing. Located Newport at  $235,000.

EUPHORIA 54 (2015):  Was our boat show boat, Hall Carbon spar & boom, thruster, genset/

air conditioning, gorgeous light interior/3 cabin layout, incredible sailing performance, 

new boat with warranties. Located Newport at $995,000.

S&S SWAN 44 (1974): In restoration under cover for last 

thirteen years, unmodified version, in fantastic shape inside 

and out, maroon hull color at $125,000. 

MOODY 41 (2013):  Super easy to handle with self tacking jib 

and in mast, brand new awlgrip, best cruising cockpit going, 

at $225,000, Newport.

SWAN 44 (1999): Single owner, roll boom/generator/a-c, 

very good decks and recent interior varnish, new sails, in 

Annapolis at  $292,000.

BALTIC 43: Extremely nice and very pretty 3 stateroom. Fast, 

fun & well made, APRES SKI has had the decks/engine 

replaced, Awlgrip job. In S. Maine. Great price at $175,000.

MOODY 54 DECK SALON (2016): New build, starting at 
$749,000 base, delivery this year if you are quick — or 
reserve the slot for Spring 2017!

CUSTOM 82’ JUDEL/VROLIJK (2002):  In boom furling for 

performance cruising, 3 cabin layout, ready for the season.

Lying Newport at $995,000.   

STRONG DOLLAR – TIME TO EXPLORE THE WORLD MARKET!

SISTERSHIP 



www.davidwaltersyachts.net

sales@dwyfl .net • 954-527-0664

Naples • Newport • Ft. Lauderdale

Exceptional 2008 Hylas 70 - $1,175,000 Antigua 60- Highly Customized, Great Condition

2002 Oyster 53- One of the World’s Best

2010 Shannon 52 Pilothouse- Great Condition

Magnifi cent Custom Bristol 57- Many Upgrades

Extraordinary Irwin 52- Very Customized

2008 Beneteau 46- Ready to Cruise

Bristol Pedrick 44- Well Equipped

2002 Oyster 47- Excellent Condition & Extras

53 Hallberg Rassy, New Decks, Many Extras

Cambria 48- High Quality Performance Cruiser

Alden 43, 44 & 45 Quality Classics

JU
ST 

R
ED

U
C
ED

Two Shannon 50 Cruising Ketch’s

2007 Valiant 50- Quality Perry $399,000

I nternational
M arine
I nsurance

S ervices

I nternational
M arine
I nsurance

S ervices

The

Jackline
Insurance Program

present:

110 Channel Marker Way #200 
Kent Narrows, Maryland 21638
410-827-3757 • fax 410-827-3758
www.IMIS.pro • mail@IMIS.pro

•Two persons on board!
•World wide navigation!
•Personal liability available!
•Personal effects covered 

anywhere!
•International health insurance!

800-541-IMIS

(4647)

Celebrating 25 years of insuring yachts!



(207)244-3374 brokerage@classicboatshop.com

www.ClassicBoatShop.com

Classic Boat Shop Brokerage
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ODYSSEY 

SUPERLIGHT

SUPERIOR DESIGN

PREMIUM QUALITY 100%
NORTH AMERICAN BUILT

US COMPANY

For a limited time get $100 off any performance 

AIRIS inflatable kayak or SUP  Visit walkerbay.com/

store and enter promo code SAIL16 to save.

AIRIS KAYAKS

We put the extra effort in design and quality of our products to help you make the 

most of being on the water. Check out our full product line at walkerbay.com

sailfeed.com

t�#SFBLJOH�4BJMJOH�/FXT

t�$PBTUBM���#MVFXBUFS�$SVJTJOH

t�$BQUJWBUJOH�7JEFPT���*NBHFT

t�5IF�-BUFTU�&MFDUSPOJDT���(FBS

t�"NFSJDBhT�$VQ�$PWFSBHF all the time
All Sailing



Marketplace
Search these companies and more at sailmagazine.com/marketplace

MARKETPLACE SALES MANAGER Blake Chasse 617-909-2918 • bchasse@aimmedia.com

Advertise   in   SAIL  

Contact Blake Chasse

bchasse@aimmedia.com • 617-909-2918

BOAT   GEAR

BOAT   GEAR

BLOXYGEN SAVES LEFTOVER FINISHES. 

Heavy, inert gas.  Patented system.

www.bloxygen.com  888-810-8311

DWYERMAST.COM Masts  Hardware   Booms   

Rigging    Dwyer Aluminum Mast Co. 

203.484.0419

BOAT   GEAR: THRUSTER

TANK TENDER
THE ORIGINAL 

PRECISION TANK 

MEASURING 

SYSTEM!

Accurate tank 
soundings have never 
been easier when one 

TANK TENDER 
monitors up to 10 fuel 

and water tanks. 
Reliable, non-electric 
and easy to install.

HART SYSTEMS 

www.thetanktender.com

P: (253) 858-8481  F: (253) 858-8486

JURGAN TOOL FREE CLEVIS PIN
¨

TO SEE HOW
IT WORKS 

VIEW VIDEO 
ON WEBSITE

NEW size! 
Now in 1/4 inch 

diameter

• No more taping of cotter pins

• No snagging of sails, lines, and crew

• 3 second insertion or removal

• Robust and Elegant

grip: 3/4” to 17/8” by 1/8’s

diameter 1/4” to 5/8” by 1/16’s

Patent # 9212681
CNC machined of 316 and 

17-4 Stainless Steel in the US:

6018 S. Highlands Ave.
Madison, WI 53705

Inquiries/Orders Phone: 608-231-1742 www.toolfreeclevis.com
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Marketplace

THE   BEST   OF   SAIL
DELIVERED   TO   

YOUR   INBOX
Sign up for our 

enewsletter today!
sailmagazine.com/enews

BOATS   FOR   SALE
ÒTRAILERS FOR MACGREGORSÓ

MacGregor 26 replacement ALUMINUM 

TRAILERS $3,295. Tandem axle $4,195.

Super Sport Marine 800-234-3315 

www.supersail.com

BOAT   ESSENTIALS

• Makes sailing downwind easy and safe
and cruisers• Ideal for racers and cruisers

• Simple to deck mount, retract and stow
• Range of sizes for boats  18’ –  50’ 
• Unique design 100% USA Patent Pending

REMOVABLE CARBON BOWSPRITS

Visit www.csprit.com for more information

Herreshoff H-12 1/2 Marlin Heritage 23’

Master Builders of Classic Sailboats Since 1899

Wareham, MA 508-295-3550
www.capecodshipbuilding.com

Excellent condition. Lying in Miami. 
$99,900. 

For details: 
dshillen@promotingjustice.com 

(802) 296-1364

Dragon y 1000 1995

MY-TEAM-TALKS
THE ULTIMATE ON-BOARD COMMUNICATIONS SYSTEM

COMPLETELY WIRELESS, BLUETOOTH FULL-TIME, 

HANDSFREE, MULTI-PLEX 

EXPANDABLE TO FOUR USERS (FULL CONFERENCING)

RANGE UP TO 900 METERS (980 YARDS)

COMPATIBLE WITH CELL PHONES, i-POD OR GPS

LITHIUM RE-CHARGABLE BATTERY (10 HR TALK TIME)

CRUISING SOLUTIONS

411 WALNUT ST UNIT 8797

GREEN COVE SPRINGS, FL 32043 
CRUISINGSOLUTIONS.COM • INFO@CRUISINGSOLUTIONS.COM

1 (800) 460-7451
COST EFFECTIVE EQUIPMENT FOR LIFE UNDER SAIL

BOAT   GEAR
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Marketplace

Charters:  
Foreign

Charters:   
Gulf Coast

GREEK ISLANDS - MASTER ‘52 Perfect Sailing, 
Low Rates direct from owner.  
www.aegean-sail.gr

CAt-foR-hIRE! Sail blue-green waters 
Pensacola to Sandestin.  
 www.candccatamarancharters.com

PENSACoLA YACht ChARtERS. Sail our 
spectacular cruising area: beautiful yachts - fully 
equipped 2003-2007 model Beneteaus.  
Call 850-432-3199 visit  us at  

www.pensacolayachtcharters.com

Charters:   
West Coast

SAIL A tALL ShIP ‘RoUND thE WoRLD!  

Sail Transatlantic and explore the authentic 
Caribbean, east coast USA and Canada. 
Trainee and passenger berths available. 
Barque PICTON CASTLE 902-634-9984

hAWAII:  YACht ChARtERS Featuring Beneteau, 
Hunter, ASA Sailing School.  
http://www.honsail.com (808) 239-3900,  

Fax (808) 239-9718

L.A. KING hARboR

Jeanneau 39’ DS, sleeps 6, fully equipped.   
Email: juliank@msn.com 310-374-7405

Charters:  
Worldwide

StEWARt YACht ChARtERS Ellen 
Stewart, Broker 1-800-432-6118 Carib-
bean Yacht Vacations.   Crewed Yacht 
Charters-Power or Sail.  Providing 
on-site service and knowledge. 
http://www.stewartyachtcharters.com

Charters: FL/Caribbean

Charters: FL/Caribbean

AAA fLoRIDA KEYS bARE boAt

ChARtERS Cottage and 22’ sailboat  
$130/night. 1-305-451-3438  
WWW.KEYLIMESAILINGCLUB.COM

Charters: North West

Charters

Charters: East Coast

NEWPoRt RhoDE ISLAND bAREboAt & 

CAPtAIN ChARtERS. (4) Beneteau 42’s, (2) 
Jeanneau 439, (2) 4+ cabin Beneteau Oceanis 
45’s, Jeanneau 469 & Jeanneau 49’ Deck Salon 
and 44’ catamaran .Sail to Martha’s Vineyard, 
Nantucket, Cape Cod, Block Is., Cuttyhunk Is, 
Mystic, NYC & Boston. May 1 – Nov. 1.  
www.bareboatsailing.com (800) 661-4013

YaCht   ProteCtor

Marine Insurance
“thE boAt INSURANCE StoRE”  

We have a Program for EVERY BOAT.  Liability 
Only Available. Lawrence Fox-Agency.  Est. 1959. 
Massapequa, NY 1-800-553-7661.  

Licesnsed Agent GEICO Marine Ins. Co. 

General   Classifieds

Delivery & Transport

QUALItY DELIvERY ANYWhERE

30 year CG Master. 300,000 miles. 
Norm Connell 240-274-4654 

www.bluewateryachtdelivery.com

Cruise stunning
Penobscot Bay!

Fully equipped, expertly 
maintained bareboats

JOHANSON BOATWORKS
www.jboatworks.com

toll free 877-4JOHANS Rockland, ME 04841 
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YACHT INSURANCE 

QUOTE LINES:

COCOA, FL .......................800.959.3313

FORT LAUDERDALE, FL.....800.330.3370

NEWPORT, RI ...................866.669.0344

www.atlassinsurance.com

DISCovER boAtERS PARADISE… MARCO 
ISLAND FLORIDA.  Homes on the water 
minutes from the Gulf starting at 500k.    
CAPT. GEOFF FAHRINGER Realtor.  

239-253-4091. Gfahringer@yahoo.com   

www.gfahringer.kwrealty.com/

real estate

PUNtA GoRDA #1  place to live in Florida.   
Sail the Gulf or explore Charlotte Harbor from 
your own dock.  CONTACT Luke Andreae, 
experienced boater and #1 Realtor for 
waterfront properties.  Buyer’s Agent.   
866-761-8138.  RE/MAX Harbor Realty.  
info@andreaegroup.com   

www.ILovePuntaGorda.com
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sails

sails

SAN DIEGO SAILING ACADEMY  ASA and US 

SAILING Certifications. Private Professional 

Liveaboard Programs.  

www.sdsa.com  800-441-8672

“LEARN FROM THE BEST”  

Certified Award Winning Instructors + on  

site Vacation Cottages W/Free Sailboats & More.  

We immerse you among Sailors.  

AmericanSailingAcademy.com  

CALL NOW 305 587-3205

schools &   instruction

sails   &   rigging
SMALL AD, SMALL PRICES; standing and 

running rigging, life lines, furling gear, winches, 

line, windlasses, travelers, wire and terminals, 

blocks, vangs, clutches, etc.  Problem solving is 

our specialty.  We are a rigging shop  

specializing in mail order / internet sales.   

Rigging Only, 508-992-0434.  

E-mail:  sail@riggingonly.com  

Web:  www.riggingandhardware.com 

SOMERSET SAILS Mainsails, Headsails, 

Spinnakers, Racing, Cruising, New, Used.  

U.S. made (800) 323-WING (9464)  

www.somersetsails.com

USED and NEW SAILS 1000’s of cruising and 

racing sails in stock. Online inventory @  

www.mastheadsailinggear.com 800-783-6953 

or 727-327-5361 Masthead Enterprises -  

St. Pete, Florida.

National Sail Supply. Supplying high quality 

sails at reasonable prices for over 20 years. 

Email - newsails@aol.com  

www.nationalsail.com. 352-540-9101 Since 1959 Bacon’s has provided the 

sailing community world wide with 

the finest in custom built new an used 

sails and hardware.

Hard to find, used parts,full rigging 

supplies,all sail modifications and 

repairs and expert,knowledgeable 

staff keep Bacon Sails at the top

of sailors list.

New & Used Sails In Stock
Discount Custom Sails

Factory Replacement

Sails in Stock for most

production boats including

Catalinas and all model

MacGregor Sailboats!

The Sa i l  Warehouse

S i n c e  1 9 9 3S i n c e  1 9 9 3

View our complete sail inventory
at our web store.  Search for your
sail by size or by boat type.
nnn%k_\jX`cnXi\_flj\%Zfd

Dealer inquiries invited  (831) 646-5346

Distributors for

Rolly Tasker Sails

www.sailcare.com • 800.433.7245

Info@sailcare.com • 410 9th St., Ford City, PA 16226

Free Sail Inspection 

LaMauney Reconditioning Process

Sail Repair & Modifi cation

Expert Upgrades & Recuts 

UV Cover Restitching & Replacement 

Furlers & Sail Conversions Strong Tack Conversions

SS Hardware, Block & Line

In print and online!
For rates and information
Contact Blake Chasse
bchasse@aimmedia.com
617-909-2918

Find your most active  
sailing audience by advertising in 

Vacation   rentals
FLORIDA KEYS VACATION RENTALS Homes, 

condos, private islands, beachfront, poolside, 

dockage! 888-743-5635  

www.rentalsfloridakeys.com  

email: vacationrental@keyslife.info

KEY LARGO BAY FRONT HIDEWAY and 
22’ Sailboat $800-$1000wk.  Snorkel/
Dive, Private, Beautiful Sunsets,  
Brochure 305-451-3438.  
WWW.KEYLIMESAILINGCLUB.COM

YOUR QUEST FOR THE BOAT

OF YOUR DREAMS BEGINS

AND ENDS HERE.AND ENDS HERE.
BoatQuest.com, a simple solution for 

buying or selling everything marine.

Buy. Sell. A simple solution to everything marine.

SAN DIEGO, CA. EST. 1669

ASA Learn to Sail Vacation Packages. 
Corporate Team Building Events.
www.harborsailboats.com 800-854-6625
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LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any 
of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,   storage cabinets, chests 
or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, 
Daytona, Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, 
StormCat, Union, Vanguard, Viking.  Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 9/24/16. 

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 7 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• HarborFreight.com
• 800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOWSUPER
COUPONWOWSUPER

COUPON

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
9/24/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

FREE
WITH ANY PURCHASE

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
650+ Stores Nationwide.

650+ Stores
Nationwide
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SUPER
 

COUPON

Customer Rating

Customer Rating
Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

SAVE 
58%

 LOT 67227  shown
69567/60566/62532

 27 LED PORTABLE 
WORKLIGHT/FLASHLIGHT 

$299 comp at 
$7.15Batteries included.

SAVE 
$264

SAVE 
$339

SAVE 
$78

SAVE 
$79

SAVE 
$90

SAVE 
60%

SAVE 
75%

SAVE 
59%

$13499
comp at $399

LOT 61776 
  61969/61970
69684 shown

12" SLIDING COMPOUND 
DOUBLE-BEVEL MITER SAW 

WITH LASER GUIDE

SAVE 
49%

$1999 comp at 
$39 .94 

LOT   69780  
41005 shown

 1000 LB. CAPACITY
SWING-BACK 

TRAILER JACK 

SAVE 
57%

12 VOLT, 10/2/50 AMP
 BATTERY CHARGER/

ENGINE STARTER 

comp at 
$69 .99 

$2999 

LOT 60653 shown 
66783/60581/62334

Customer Rating

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 125 PSI 
VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT  69091/67847  shown
61454/61693/62803

comp at $499  

$1199$15991
$2199 $212 99

$17999 17999
comp at 

$29.99

 TORQUE WRENCH ES

YOUR CHOICE

• Accuracy 
within ±4%

DRIVE LOT 

1/4" 2696/61277

3/8" 807/61276

1/2" 62431/239

Item 239 
shown

2500 LB. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
REMOTE CONTROL

LOT 61258  shown
61840 /61297/68146

comp at 
$159.99

$6999 

900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT 60338

69381 shown 

$8999 $5999 
comp at $168.97 comp at $119.99

$11999 comp at 
 $199 

10 FT. x 20 FT. PORTABLE 
CAR CANOPY

LOT 60728
62858/63054
69034 shown

POWDER-FREE
 NITRILE GLOVES 

PACK OF 100

YOUR CHOICE

• 5 mil 
thickness

comp at 
$14.97

SIZE LOT 

MED 68496/61363

LG 68497/61360

X-LG 68498/61359

Item 68498 
shown

$599 

$1499 
comp at $59.97

LOT 5889/62281/61637 shown

 29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED

HIGH SPEED STEEL
DRILL BIT SET 

 RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 
Most Vehicles

• Weighs 34 lbs.

 LOT  69252/68053
62160/62496/62516
60569 shown

SAVE 
$60

7 FUNCTION 

DIGITAL 

MULTIMETER
LOT 90899 shown

98025/69096

VALUE

$15
LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$95

 6" VARIABLE SPEED 

DUAL ACTION POLISHER 

LOT   62403/62862/69924 shown

comp at

$149 .99

$5499
$6999 $6999

Customer Rating
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LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 9/24/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

SAVE 
$660

LOT 63271
69387

62270/62744

    68784 shown

 44", 13 DRAWER

INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 

• Weighs 245 lbs.

$36999
$38999 38999

comp at $1029.99

Customer Rating
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Waterlines 
by Charles J. Doane             

Sailors who need to change their boat’s name may complain that do-
ing so will bring bad luck. Certainly the gods will take off ense if a boat’s 
name is changed improperly, but they will also cause trouble if a boat’s 
name is just plain silly to begin with. By taking appropriate measures 
you can un-name your boat quite safely.

First walk (or swim) around your boat three times in a counter-
clockwise direction (clockwise, if you are in the Southern Hemisphere). 
Next take one human hair, wrap it around a rabbit’s foot three times 
in a clockwise direction (counter-clockwise, if you are in the South-
ern Hemisphere), then soak the rabbit’s foot liberally in rum. Rub the 
rum-soaked rabbit’s foot vigorously over your boat’s existing name, then 
drink the rest of the rum. Th row the rabbit’s foot over your left  shoulder 
into the sea. Next remove all traces of the boat’s old name from the boat 
and all its equipment.

To re-name your boat, simply follow the usual procedures. Smash a 
bottle of champagne on her bow and utter some appropriate christening-
type words, then distribute more champagne and other inebriants to 
whoever happens to be around. Be sure to replace the coin under the 
mast with a new one or the new name won’t take.

If this sounds drab, you might try a Viking christening. Th ey believed 
that a ship’s keel must taste the blood of a virgin prior to touching water, 
so they lashed virgin slaves (both male and female) to the keel blocks 
they used when launching a ship. Th e ship neatly crushed the bodies of 
the slaves as it slid into the water and so lived happily ever aft er. Unfor-
tunately, this procedure is now illegal in many jurisdictions, so be sure to 
consult an attorney before performing it.

Th e trickiest part about re-naming a boat is selecting a new name. 
Aft er all, you don’t want to have to go through all this again. Success can 
never be guaranteed, but there are some simple rules to follow.

First, never make your boat’s name a pun. Th is is easily the most com-
mon mistake. Remember, your boat needs a name that will dignify it, not 
humiliate it, and there is no such thing as a dignifi ed pun. You should 
also not choose a name that is so obscure and esoteric, or blatantly 

unintelligible, that it’s meaning is known only to you. Nor should your 
boat’s name be scatological. Remember, more than anything else, a boat’s 
name should be easy to pronounce and easily understood over the radio. 
More than that, it should be legal to pronounce it over the radio, and foul 
language is technically impermissible when communicating via VHF.

You may fi nd it takes a few boats to get the hang of naming them 
correctly. Take, for example, my old boat Crazy Horse. I thought 
this was perfectly acceptable, but it turns out hardly anyone now 
remembers the once-famous Sioux chief who defeated Custer at Little 
Big Horn. Most people thought I had named the boat aft er an old rock 
band (pretty tacky) or a Parisian strip joint (possibly a violation of the 
scatological rule).

I didn’t do so well with my current boat, Lunacy, either. I thought I was 
being clever naming her aft er both my daughter (Lucy) and stepdaughter 
(Una). But whenever I say the name out loud, people always think I’ve 
named the boat Luna-Sea. Which is a clear violation of the pun rule and 
is so horribly cliché I absolutely want to shrivel up and die. s

SAIL’s Cruising Editor, Charles J. Doane, sails his Tanton 39 on the Maine 

coast and down in the West Indies whenever he gets the chance. He is the 

author of The Modern Cruising Sailboat, published by International Marine, 

and is a contributing blogger at SAILfeed.com

Appellation Controlée
Naming a boat properly can be harder than you think

A 
rose is a rose, it is said, and smells just as 
sweet by any other name. If only it were 
true of boats! In fact, it seems all too 

many boats these days have perfectly horrible 
names. This can be very dangerous, in that your 
boat’s self esteem may be so threatened by its 
bad name it might at any moment, out of sheer 
embarrassment, cease to be a boat. Needless to 
say, there could be grave consequences if you 
happen to be on board when this occurs.

The author’s boat was 

named Star Cruiser 
before he renamed her 

Lunacy. It seemed a 

good idea at the time!



   WHERE ARE YOU

     GOING?
No matter the destination, North Sails representatives can help set 

your course to a better sailing experience with a fast, well-designed, 

well-made and long-lasting sail. It’s why more cruising sailors trust 

North than any other sailmaker in the world. 

Learn more at northsails.com




