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How to work smart indoor style outside,  
and easy ways to bring some lovely outdoor 

freshness into your home. Plus, the best 
gardens to visit for inspiration

Inside out 
Outside in

JUNE 2016

23

23

   Style
 23   News The latest trends, hot buys and 

names to know. Plus, easy updates 
for your home office, this month’s 
Architectural Icon, Ennis House by 
Frank Lloyd Wright, and the history 
of Italian superbrand Molteni&C

 61   How healthy is your home? 
Architectural historian and author 
Clare Sherriff investigates and shares 
her tips for a cleaner environment

 65   Beyond the pale Farrow & Ball’s 
colour gurus Joa Studholme and 
Charlotte Cosby reveal the secrets  
of decorating using neutrals
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 94   Hidden oasis A perfect example  
of Scandinavian Modernism. Plus,  
a closer look at the ‘Bankers’ clock

 102   Simply red This Danish interior  
is defined by the contrast between 
white and red. Here, the homeowners 
tell us more about the bold palette

 108   The urban bohemian Global finds 
give this Milanese home a worldly 
aesthetic. The owner shares his tips 
for sourcing furniture from abroad

 118   Dream weavers Transform your 
home with the new must-have material, 
rattan – it’s not just for the outdoors!

 120   Rural welcome This capacious barn 
makes the perfect country house for 
one Danish family. Discover the story 
behind one of its hero pieces, the 
‘OW150’ daybed by Ole Wanscher

 132   Spirit of the fiesta Bright woven 
kilims and eye-catching mid-century 
furniture decorate artist Luis 
Urculo’s Madrid apartment

 140   The floor show Our pick of kilims 
and rugs inspired by Luis’s home

 142   Changing tides The pared-back 
interior of this coastal cottage  
near Copenhagen reflects its  
charming rustic surroundings

   Escape
 151   News Photography fairs, weekend 

festivals and why now’s the perfect 
time to book a trip to Brighton. Plus, 
London’s best new healthy eateries

   Finally
 16   Subscribe Fantastic offers for  

our most loyal readers

 162   Stockists Love something you’ve 
seen this issue? Here’s where to buy it

 178   The last word Why we simply  
adore the elaborate ‘Coco 
Coromandel’ screen by de Gournay
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SUBSCRIBE AND JOIN THE ELLE DECORATION VIP CLUB AT ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK
Follow us on Twitter: @ELLEDecoUK Find us on Facebook: ELLE DecorationFollow us on Instagram: @elledecorationuk
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Editor-in-Chief

The quest for a bit of nature in our lives 
is for many a perpetual one. We dream of 
homes in the countryside as recompense 
for a life of urban toil, we save every year 
for holidays with the sole objective of 
escaping the busy metropolises in which 
we live, and a ‘breath of fresh air’ is literally 
becoming a luxury in cities like London. 
If we’re lucky enough to have any scrap 
of outside space at home, we probably 
barely have time to maintain it. Perhaps 
a couple of tubs of herbs on the kitchen 
windowsill is as good as it gets. And yet, we all know the benefits of 
a life surrounded by greenery. Plants suck the bad stuff out of the 
air – parks are often referred to as the lungs of a town – and even 
the colour green is reputedly calming to our souls (have you noticed 
how hospitals are often painted a pale minty green?). So what to 
do? How do you get that fresh feel of the healthy outdoors, indoors?

 • Turn to our Inside out/Outside in feature on p71. Here, we 
explore how getting green indoors might be simpler than you 
think. And if you do have a patio, back yard or small plot of grass, 
we show you how to make the most of it by using all your interior 
design savvy outdoors.
 • Join me in making a terrarium. I was recently asked about 
these from a trend perspective and so found myself doing  
a little impromptu research. I recall we were banging on about 
them about a year ago, but must confess I’ve only just caught up 
in the desire stakes because, hitherto, I personally have always 
loathed houseplants. I’m not entirely sure why, but I just do. That 
said, I find myself keen on the idea of a little indoor garden in  
a miniature greenhouse, which is essentially what a terrarium is. 
Especially if I could find an original Victorian glass box in which 
to build it – apparently they came to be de rigueur for any smart 
19th-century household because the fern was the must-have plant  
of the period, and growing them under glass was the only way to 
ensure their survival.
 • Buy the new issue of ELLE Decoration Country, our biannual 
paean to the most beautiful rural homes in the world. Not quite 
the same as actually owning one, but pretty close in terms of 
vicarious satisfaction. On sale 19 May. 

Follow me on Twitter: @MOgundehin Check out elledecoration.co.ukFollow us on Instagram: @elledecorationuk

Four more things I intend to do now the sun is shining

 1 Clean all of my windows. There’s nothing quite like bright spring/
summer sunshine to show up neglect! And the more light that 

gets inside, the better for all concerned.

 2 Investigate ‘Wonderlawn, the cutting-edge of artificial grass’, 
which really does look incredibly realistic. My little scrap of  

a front lawn is definitely the worse for wear, and the notion of a 
perpetually verdant plot is too tempting to ignore. Besides, fake 
grass has come a long long way, many I know swear by it. And think 
of all the time saved not clipping, raking, weeding and mowing!

 3 Get the roof checked over. Boring but important maintenance. 
Now is the time to ensure that winter has not taken its toll on 

roof tiles and flashings, and to check that gutters are clean and 
clear, so that, come next winter, you’re ship shape and watertight. 
Prevention always being better than cure.

 4 Get the builders in to quote for installing rooflights over the 
kitchen extension. So many houses I look at for this magazine 

are wonderful because of the way the architects have manipulated 
light. Pulling it in from unexpected places is undoubtedly the fast 
track to a home that is lighter, brighter and more beautiful... which 
at the end of the day is surely the holy grail for all.

INSIDE OUT
OUTSIDE IN
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Tessa Pearson
Twitter @tessalpearson
About Tessa is the Editor of  
ELLE Decoration Country, our 
bi-annual collection of  beautiful 
rural homes (see Rural Welcome, 
p120, for a sneak preview)

Likes Good manners, slouchy sofas, strong coffee
Dislikes Feeling rushed, loud restaurants, insincerity
Favourite design object Hans J Wegner’s ‘Flag 
Halyard’ chair [for PP Møbler], which combines 
striking form and sheer comfort 
Dream destination I’d love to visit the Galápagos 
Islands, to be surrounded by incredible wildlife

Clare Sherriff
Profession Architectural historian, 
author and writer
Feature How healthy is your home? p61
Favourite building The Pantheon  
in Rome for its perfection of shape, 
material and view to the sky

Favourite destination Porto Ercole, a small Italian 
town on the Argentario peninsula with a star shaped 
fort above it called Forte Stella. It’s authentic Italy,  
and the sunsets there will blow your mind
Perfect day A summer day spent reading and writing; 
later a yoga lesson; then Campari and supper under  
the stars beside a log fire with friends

M ICH EL L E O GU N DEH I N 
Editor-in-Chief

 Editor’s Assistant/Features Assistant Charlotte Brook (020 7534 2522)
Email editor@elledecoration.co.uk

72 Broadwick Street, London W1F 9EP (elledecoration.co.uk) 

Editorial enquiries elledecoration@hearst.co.uk
Homes submissions homes@elledecoration.co.uk

EDITOR I A L
Art Director Tony Peters (020 7534 2521)  Deputy Editor Ben Spriggs  (020 7439 5027)  
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With thanks to Fern Ross  Emma King  Natalie Egling  Mia Bleach  Patricia Wood  Rebecca Rhodes

T H I S  MON T H ’ S  CON T R I BU TOR S
Ben Gibson/Pop Chart Lab
Twitter/Instagram @PopChartLab
Profession Illustrator
Feature How healthy is your home? p61 
Inspiration The Modernist illustrator 
Charley Harper; vintage maps; wine 
label design; and data visualisations

Home A 19th-century house in Philadelphia built in 
the Second Empire style
Favourite design object My pre-digital graphic 
design tools – proportion wheels, letraset equipment, 
Rubylith – are an interesting reminder of when 
graphic design was hand-crafted, and how that  
era informs the current digital craft
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ELECTRIC 
DREAMS

Is this the world’s most beautiful electric 
kettle? We think so. Created by Danish duo 
Sebastian Holmbäck and Ulrik Nordentoft 
for Stelton, the ‘Emma’ comes in a choice  
of palest blue-grey or dark steel grey, with  

a tactile curved beech handle and neat 
toggle switch. The collection also includes  
a matching vacuum jug, wooden tray and 

stoneware accessories so that you can 
coordinate your tea break. Note: the kettle 

comes with a two-pin European  
plug, but buy a cheap and widely available 
three-pin converter plug and you’ll never 

know the difference. £119, Twentytwentyone 
(twentytwentyone.com; stelton.com).
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EXOTIC AROMAS
Have you noticed how the price of perfume and scented candles has been creeping up 
lately? £200 for a bottle of scent or £50 for a candle is the new normal. So when we learned 
that Beirut brand Ideo Parfumeurs’ fabulous scented candles cost just £35 at Liberty we 
were very impressed – especially as the quality is second to none (liberty.co.uk). Make  
a beeline for ‘Jasmine de Beyrouth’, a heady explosion of white flowers, and ‘Souvenirs d’Un 
Princesse’, an unforgettable orange blossom aroma. There are also soaps (£14 each), and 
linen waters (£28 each) available at Roullier White (roullierwhite.com; ideoparfumeurs.com).

HEAVEN SENT
You couldn’t wish for prettier 
invitations than the collection that 
American stationery brand Paperless 
Post has created with Liberty, 
featuring floral patterns from the 
London store’s famous textile 
archive. The 100-piece range includes 
invitation cards for a wide variety  
of occasions, as well as beautiful  
lined envelopes; everything can be 
personalised and prices start from 
just £1 for a card (liberty.co.uk).

D I V I S I O N  T A C T I C
We’ve long been fans of the 
Ercol Originals range of mid-
century furniture, created by 
founder Lucian Ercolani in the 
1950s. The brand has just 
reissued this fabulous room 
divider from 1956, which comes 
in elm, beech or a black painted 
finish and neatly combines 
storage with display space. 
Fashion designer and Ercol fan 
Margaret Howell has used two 
in her shop at the new Dover 
Street Market on London’s 
Haymarket – a ringing 
endorsement. From £2,295  
for wood finish (ercol.com).

B U D D I N G  A R T I S T R Y
A little-known side of Danish designer Arne 
Jacobsen emerges this month as Design 
Letters & Friends launches a collection  
of monochrome bedding and stationery 
featuring one of his prints – it depicts white 
anemones, a typically Scandinavian flower. 
Those familiar with Jacobsen’s streamlined 
furniture may be surprised to learn that he 
painted many pictures of meadows while in 
exile in Sweden during WWII. ‘Flowers’ 
duvet set, £60 (designletters.dk).
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OBJECTS 
OF DESIRE

Danish furniture brand Republic of Fritz 
Hansen has launched its first-ever 

accessories line. The ‘Fritz Hansen Objects’ 
collection consists of 12 pieces by a variety 

of international designers; some are 
treasures rescued from the archive, while 

others are new creations. Highlights 
include Jaime Hayón’s reinterpretation  
of the 18th-century chamber candlestick 

and Copenhagen practice Wednesday 
Architecture’s bentwood trays 

(fritzhansen.com). 
Clockwise from top left Burnished mirror by 

Studio Rosso, £510; tray table, £360; cushions by 
Arne Jacobsen, £90 each; trays by Wednesday 

Architecture, £130 each; candlesticks by Jaime 
Hayón, from £70 each; ‘Dot’ stools by Arne 

Jacobsen, £175 each; vases by Jaime Hayón, from 
£93 each, all Fritz Hansen (fritzhansen.com)

Style | NEWS







ORIGAMI INTERIORS
Swedish studio Front has created a collection of nine wallpapers 
for environmentally friendly brand Eco, each inspired by the 
shapes you can make through cutting, folding and weaving paper. 
The idea is to provide a more textured alternative to painting  
a room white; each pattern is printed onto paper using water-

based inks. Designs include ‘Drapery’, which looks like gently 
rippling curtains, and ‘Weave’ (above), a print that resembles 
threaded ribbons of paper. The material used to make the 
wallpapers is sourced from a forestry operation that replaces 
every tree that is cut down. £54 for a 10-metre roll (eco.se).

RAINBOW  
COLLECTION
Sunlight filtered through coloured glass 
helps to bring a room to life and, with 
summer on the way, we’re looking at 
new releases by British lighting brand 
Curiousa & Curiousa. Its hand-blown 
pendant lights, all of which are available 
in 21 mix-and-match colours, include; 
‘Oshka’ (left and centre; from £504), 
which is reminiscent of Russian 
matryoshka dolls; and ‘Gobstopper’ 
(right; £2,100), topped with three 
spheres that resemble the famous 
sweets (curiousa.co.uk).

TEAL APPEAL
Fashion designer Matthew Williamson has 
brought his passion for bold colour to play  
with his first furniture collection for Nottingham-
based sofa manufacturer Duresta, which has been 
upholstering pieces by hand since 1938. Our pick 
is this mid-century-inspired ‘Tango’ chair in 
jewel-bright ‘Estelle Teal’ velvet (£1,169); also 
shown are the ‘Marble Butterfly Jade’ cushion 
(£179) and console table with lacquer top (£3,499). 
Available exclusively at Harrods ( harrods.com).
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TOP FIVE TR IVETS

‘Radial’ trivet by Superfolk, £70, 
Simple Shape (simple-shape.com)

‘Circle Outline’ trivet, £17, Ferm 
Living (fermliving.com)

‘Flat Iron’ trivet by Claesson 
Koivisto Rune, £40, Smaller 

Objects (smallerobjects.com)

‘Sun/ Taiyo’ brass trivet by  
Oji Masanori, £65, Native & Co 

(nativeandco.com)

BENCH IMPRESS
A floating bench does away with the clutter of legs and creates a dining 
area with a spacious look. We love this rustic example by NY-based 
designer Melissa Lee ( bespokeonly.com), who employed the help  
of Simpson Jacoby Architecture (simpsonjacoby.com). Here’s what  
you need to know if you plan to create your own version… 
Build a box This seat is a hollow plywood structure, open at the back  
to allow it to slot over brackets that are set into the wall. 
Proper support You need steel brackets attached by long screws and 
plugs that fix deep into the wall – Häfele sells a selection ( hafele.co.uk).
Call the professionals If in doubt, find help at trustedtraders.which.co.uk.

 ‘Curve’ trivet, £28, Lindsey 
Lang (lindseylang.co.uk)
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Try it now Thinking of getting new wood flooring? Consider bamboo! 
It’s one of the most sustainable plants on earth (growing up to one 
metre a day), and is so tough it’s described as ‘nature’s steel’. From 
£39 per square metre, Paolo Interiors (paolointeriors.co.uk).







Above, from left ‘Herman’ chair, £224, Ferm Living (fermliving.com). 
‘November’ desk by Louise Campbell for Nikari, £4,040, Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk). 
‘Fumi Low’ lamp by Harry Thaler, £295, Pulpo GmbH (pulpoproducts.com). 
Calendar by House Doctor, £28, Made In Design (madeindesign.co.uk). Oak 
storage boxes by Hübsch, £75, Design Vintage (designvintage.co.uk)

Above, from left ‘Townsend’ desk, £3,995, The Sofa & Chair Company  
(thesofaandchaircompany.co.uk). ‘Marfa’ table light by Claesson Koivisto Rune 
for Wästberg, £154, Twentytwentyone (on sale August; twentytwentyone.com). 
Desk tidy by Beyond Object, £75, Amara (amara.com). Paper archive by  
Hay, £25, Cos (cosstores.com). Basket by Hübsch, £75, Design Vintage 
(designvintage.co.uk). ‘Masculo’ chair by GamFratesi, £1,139, Gubi (gubi.com)

WHAT’S YOUR OFFICE LOOK?
We think a well-styled desk is the secret to creativity and harmony at work. Pick from these two classic schemes

NATURALLY CALM Scandinavian-style pale woods  
are the order of the day here – think beech, pine and oak – as well 
as clean lines and muted monochrome. This calming workspace 
teams a desk by Danish company Griffen Shop (griffenshop.dk) 
with a 1950s ‘Cow Horn’ chair by Hans J Wegner. Here’s how  
to mimic the scheme’s pared-back look.

SMART LUXE There’s no reason why hard work shouldn’t 
be glamorous. This desk by RCR Arquitectes (rcrarquitectes.es) 
is displayed with two design classics, an ‘Atollo’ table light by 
Vico Magistretti and a ‘Cherner’ chair by Norman Cherner. Here 
are some more sleek pieces that will give your office a shine.
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Revamping your doors can transform your space, whether opting for a fresh lick of paint or 
a whole new style. Interior designer Kelly Hoppen (kellyhoppen.com) advocates replacing 
conventionally sized doors with taller ones. As she explains: ‘I see doors as statements that 
are integral to the flow of architecture, not mere necessities. Where possible, I take them 
right up to the ceiling, particularly in low rooms. This expands the sense of space and 
dramatically changes the proportions of the room for the better.’ Designer Liza Giles 
(lizagiles.com) used this trick in her Peckham home (above) with the help of architecture 
firm Giles and Pike (gilespike.com). To enlarge your doorways, seek advice from a 
structural surveyor or architect on whether steel supports will be necessary. A good quality 
joiner (try ratedpeople.com for local tradespeople) can make the doors to fit – ensure that 
they provide a fire rating and that the final designs are sturdy enough not to warp. 

FOUR OF THE BEST  
DOOR COMPANIES

Best for detail 
The Stained 
Glass Doors 
Company
Specialising  
in quality period 
and reproduction 
stained-glass 
doors, this firm 
also offers 
installation.  
Hurst Farm, Privett GU34 
(thestainedglassdoorscompany.com)

Best for period homes 
Blackmill Doors
Need to match a new 
door to existing  
historical styles? Try this 
workshop, which creates 
made-to-measure 
Victorian and country-
style doors using 
traditional methods  
and reclaimed timber. 
Sleaford Road, Brant Broughton LN5 
(blackmilldoors.co.uk)

Best for choice
The London Door 
Company
This firm produces 
solid and glazed doors 
to suit any style and 
prides itself on its eco 
credentials – it plants  
a tree for every door 
sold. Choose from  
a wide range of designs 
or specify your own. 155 St John’s Hill, 
London SW11 ( londondoor.co.uk)

Best for modern style 
Urban Front
Reinforced with steel, 
these contemporary 
hardwood doors can 
have pivoting or 
concealed hinges. 
Alternatively, choose 
a pocket door that 
opens by sliding 
neatly into the wall. 
33 Townsend Road, Chesham HP5 
(urbanfront.com)

DESIGN DETAILS: DOORS
Introducing our new guide to the essential elements that define  
your home. This month, what to know when changing your doors

 Looking for salvaged doors? 
You can find vintage gems at your 
local reclamation yard. Head to 
salvo.co.uk to find one near you
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DECORATOR INDEX  
KEL LY  WEARSTLER
Who is she? Originally from Myrtle 
Beach, South Carolina, Kelly Wearstler 
trained in interior and graphic design  
at Massachusetts College of Art in Boston 
and, after interning for design studios  
in New York, moved to the West Coast.  

She launched her studio in 1995 and has since made a name 
for herself by creating luxurious interiors for her well-heeled 
Californian clientele, plus hotels and restaurants across  
the world. Her designs now include furniture,  
lighting, homeware and jewellery, a selection  
of which is available at Harrods. 
What is her style? She describes it as  
‘mixology’, juxtaposing raw and refined 
materials. Black and white is a motif. ‘It is 
perennially chic,’ she explains. This doesn’t 
negate colour, however, which features 
heavily in Wearstler’s designs, as does metal, 
which she applies ‘like jewellery to an outfit’. 
Key projects The Avalon Hotel in Beverly 
Hills was the first that Wearstler worked on 
and it set the tone for her signature style, 
infusing old Hollywood with a 1950s vibe. 
She is currently working on a new hotel 
brand, Proper Hotels. The debut launch will 
take place this summer in Hollywood, with 
other locations due to open across the US.
She says ‘Taking risks is the ultimate 
luxury.’ kellywearstler.com

From top Kelly 
Wearstler’s furniture 
range, available  
at Harrods in the  
UK (harrods.com).  
BG Restaurant at 
Bergdorf Goodman, 
New York.  
‘Dillon’ cabinet 
(£13,259, Harrods;  
harrods.com). ‘Classic 
Big Kiss’ ornament 
(£639, Harrods; 
harrods.com).
Bespoke bedroom  
in a Tribeca loft,  
New York
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TALKING TILES
Robin Petravic and Catherine Bailey bought and revived California tile manufacturer Heath Ceramics 
(founded in 1948) in 2003. In their new book, they share their passion for the art of handcrafted tiling

We love tile – its shape, colour, texture 
and pattern. Its functional and decorative 
characteristics are as relevant today as they 
were thousands of years ago. We especially 
love it when a room calls for a combination 
of materials, as tile is so versatile in its form, 
function and aesthetic. A hard surface to 
the touch, it becomes organic, grounding 
and adaptable when paired with opposite 
or complementary materials such as textiles, 
woods or glass. Tiling moulds, morphs and 
fits in a wide variety of inspiring ways. Every 
time we see a tile installation that ‘works’, 
it’s because it’s part of a cohesive design.

We don’t see tile as an individual piece in 
a particular size or colour. We see the whole 
installation that’s brought to life, like  
a picture on a wall, the cladding on a building 
or flooring – an expression of the space and 
of the mood that you wish to create. This 
way of thinking about tile takes it beyond a 
building material, one you simply buy off of 
the shelf, and elevates it to an art or craft.

Tile is not a new idea – it’s been in use for 
nearly 5,000 years – though its potential feels 
to us relatively untapped today, not typically 
celebrated, perhaps even unappreciated, 
which makes it so easy to love and so exciting 
to work with. There are few materials or 
elements in your home that have been in 
use for anything close to five thousand years 
– maybe the stones that make up your 
fireplace. The first tiles were roof tiles – 
simple, flat, oblong shapes of plain baked 
clay. The word tile comes from the Roman 
word ‘tegula’, which means ‘roof tile’. It is 
the most durable of building materials, with 
steadfast colours and the ability to withstand 
the elements. Well-preserved clay artifacts 
provide such a wealth of archaeological 
information about ancient cultures because 
they last so well. But that’s not the only 
reason they are prized. Objects made of clay 
became a wonderful vehicle for artistic 
expression, especially in their use as  
a functional building material. We still see 

its vast potential today in the same way as 
those who first explored the medium. 

The interiors we love have a sense of 
timelessness and use tile in creative ways 
rather than being of any particular style. 
We’ve been in spaces where tile is used as  
a counterpoint to the elements it surrounds, 
though, used very quietly, it may be almost 
the last thing you notice. Conversely, we’ve 
been in interiors where the tile demands to 
be noticed first and takes on the role of  
a work of art that covers a full wall or floor. 
We have also seen 
traditional tile used to 
surprisingly modern 
effect. Find inspiring 
examples in ‘Tile 
Makes the Room: Good 
Design from Heath 
Ceramics’ by Robin 
Petravic and Catherine 
Bailey (Ten Speed 
Press; £30) 
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IN THE 
SPOTLIGHT 
The latest wall lights are not 
designed to blend into their 
surroundings, but to make  
a statement of their own.  
The ‘Heron’ by CTO Lighting 
(pictured) is a vision in satin  
brass (£828; ctolighting.co.uk). 
Want more shining examples?  
Here’s our edit of the very best.

From top ‘Cylinder’ wall light, £1,123, 
Apparatus Studio (apparatusstudio.com). 
‘IC’ wall light by Michael Anastassiades, 
£360, Flos (flos.com). ‘Beat’ wall light, 
£325, Tom Dixon (tomdixon.net). ‘Revolve’ 
wall light by Robbie Llewellyn, £630,  
Bert Frank (bertfrank.co.uk)

L A N D S C A P E  P A I N T I N G
Bring the beauty of the countryside indoors with a new  
range of paints inspired by Yorkshire’s best-known beauty  
spots. One of England’s oldest paint manufacturers, Hicks  
& Weatherburn has been making paint by hand in its Leeds 
factory since 1741. Now, its latest range of eco-friendly water-
based colours evoke everything from the neutral-hued scenery  
of ‘Kilnsey Crag’ (below, right) to the dark stone of ‘Malham 
Cove’ (centre) and the delicate paleness of ‘Meadow Cranesbill’ 
(below, left). Produced in small batches, the emphasis is on 
coverage, so just one or two coats will do the job. From £30  
per 2.4 litres (hicksandweatherburn.co.uk).

OPEN DOOR POLICY
It’s the finishing touches that have the power to elevate an 
interior from beautiful to exceptional. Olivari’s latest collection 
of door handles, created by some of the world’s leading design 
talents, is the perfect example. We love Rem Koolhaas’ elegantly 
simple ‘Open’ mechanical handle (above), the decoratively 
curved ‘Chevron’ by Zaha Hadid, and Marcel Wanders’ luxe 
‘Crystal’ designs. All from £397 each (olivari.it).
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Creating your perfect home isn’t just about the carefully sourced finishing 
touches that add flourish to your décor, but those big decisions that set the  
overall tone of an interior – which includes selecting the right flooring.

Durable, low-maintenance and naturally warm to the touch, Amtico’s 
range of high-performance luxury vinyl flooring is perfect for anyone looking 
for a practical solution underfoot. But it’s much more than that. An Amtico  
floor offers style and design flexibility you simply won’t find elsewhere. 

The Amtico Signature range, for example, is a premium, custom-designed 
collection that allows you to create a floor unique to you from its vast selection 
of motifs and laying patterns. Designed and made in Britain, and fitted with a 
lifetime guarantee: check out the Room Visualiser tool on the Amtico website 
to see how the right floor, crafted specifically to your requirements, won’t 
simply transform a space, it will help you create your dream home. 
For brochures, samples and store locations, call 0121 514 5782 or visit amtico.com

THE PERFECT FINISH
Bring year-round style into your home with a stunning,  
custom-designed flooring solution from Amtico

Main picture ‘Farmhouse Oak’ in ‘Plank Weave’ laying pattern, 
Amtico Signature Above ‘Infinity Flare’ and ‘Infinity Pulse’ in 
‘Arrow’ laying pattern, Amtico Signature

ELLE Decoration | PROMOTION

SIGNATURE 
MOTIFS

‘Pavilion’ motif in ‘Equator Wave’, 
1,560mm diameter, rrp £250

‘Apollo’ motif in ‘Urban Marble’,  
‘Stria Volcanic’ and ‘Metal Tin’,  

890mm diameter, rrp £100

‘Myron’ motif in ‘Corinthian Marble’, 
915mm diameter, rrp £120
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FOUR KEY FACTS  
ABOUT MOLTENI

1 The 1960s and 70s ushered  
in many changes at Molteni: 

in 1968, Italian designer Luca 
Meda was appointed its creative 
director. In 1969, it took over 
office furniture manufacturer 
UniFor and became a partner of 
office partition-wall firm Citterio. 
In 1979, it acquired high-end 
kitchen brand Dada. The 
company doesn’t treat its various 
brands as discrete entities, but 
encourages a cross-pollination 
between them: Meda has 
designed elegantly minimalist 
kitchens for Dada and the ‘909’ 
drawer units for Molteni&C.

2 In 2009, Molteni started  
a collaboration with the Giò 

Ponti estate, which saw the firm 
re-issue several pieces by the 
mid-century Italian design hero, 
dating from 1935 to 1970. These 
include a bookcase created for 
Ponti’s own home in Milan in 
1956, the ‘D.655.1’ chest of 
drawers and the ‘D.153.1’ 
armchair (left) in blue and white, 
Ponti’s favourite colours.  

3 Molteni&C supplied pieces 
to the recently renovated ME 

Milan Il Duca hotel, where each 
floor is entirely furnished with 
pieces by one high-profile 
Milanese architect, including 
Aldo Rossi and Giò Ponti. It 
kitted out the Rossi floor with his 
‘Parigi’ chairs and the Ponti floor 
with his ‘D.153.1’ armchairs. 

4 Molteni’s five best-selling 
pieces are Nicola Gallizia’s 

‘505’ bookcase (top; 2012), 
Hannes Wettstein’s ‘Turner’ sofa 
(2008), Rodolfo Dordoni’s 
‘Chelsea’ chair (below; 2014), 
Dante Bonuccelli’s ‘Pass-word’ 

multimedia system (2014) 
and the ‘Gliss Master’ 

wardrobe (2015)  
by Vincent Van 

Duysen, who 
was recently 
appointed  
as the brand’s 
new creative 
director.

Husband-and-wife team Angelo and Giuseppina Molteni, who 
co-founded their eponymous furniture group in 1934, were 
visionary entrepreneurs. In the 1950s, Angelo recognised a need 
to embrace mass production in order for the brand to grow, and 
invested in state-of-the-art German industrial machinery. He also 
began working with innovative designers, such as Swiss architect 
Werner Blaser, who created Molteni’s first contemporary pieces. 

In 1961, Angelo co-founded the Milan Furniture Fair, establishing 
Italy as a world leader in modern design. Another important 
development was his collaboration with Italian designer Luca 
Meda, who co-created the funky, multi-striped ‘Iride’ storage 
unit (1968) with Czech designer Hans von Klier.  
It was one of many modular pieces that Molteni has 
become famous for producing. The company has 
always been at the forefront of innovation: the classical 
silhouette of the ‘Carteggio’ desk (1987) by Italian 
architect Aldo Rossi reflected Postmodernism’s taste 

for historical references. Conversely, French architect 
Jean Nouvel’s ‘Less’ table (1994) for UniFor (a brand 
now owned by Molteni), with its aluminium top, 
echoed the 1990s yearning for simplicity.

Today, Angelo Molteni’s son Carlo is president of 
the company and his daughter, Giulia, is head of 
marketing. Under their direction, it continues to 
create cutting-edge home furniture under the label 
Molteni&C. Last year, Molteni marked its 80th 
anniversary with a high-profile exhibition called 
‘80!Molteni’, held at Milan’s Galleria d’Arte Moderna 
to coincide with the Furniture Fair. It showcased 
designs by Giò Ponti, Jean Nouvel, Foster + Partners 
and Patricia Urquiola, to name just a few, and revealed 
the company’s longstanding tradition of collaborating 
with internationally renowned, avant-garde architects 
and designers. Aptly, Molteni enlisted minimalist 
British designer Jasper Morrison to curate the 
exhibition – further proof of its ongoing engagement 
with contemporary culture (molteni.it).

HISTORY OF A BRAND MOLTENI

This Italian firm has been in business for 80 years, but 
is still at the cutting-edge of design. Here’s its story

From top The ‘505’ 
bookcase by Nicola 
Gallizia. Angelo and 
Giuseppina Molteni. 
‘D.153.1’ armchair by 
Giò Ponti. Molteni 
&C’s ‘Glass Cube’ 
showroom designed 
by Ron Gilad. ‘MH.2’ 
bookcase by Yasuhiko 
Itoh, part of the 
‘Heritage’ collection

The ‘80! Molteni’ exhibition showcased the company’s 
tradition of collaborating with avant-garde designers
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GROOVE IS  
IN THE ART
With sales of records  
up 240 per cent last year, 
now is the perfect time  
to tap in to the trend for 
vinyl. This gravity-
defying ‘Floating Record’ 
turntable by Gramovox 
features a clever clamp 
that secures your vintage 
platters in an upright 
position, instantly 
turning them into 
spinning artworks.  
Unlike a traditional hi-fi 
turntable, there’s no need 
to buy a separate amp or 
speakers – they’re built in. 
£281 (gramovox.com).

Buy now In need of a caffeine fix? Now, if you have a Jura coffee machine fitted with the brand’s new ‘Smart 
Connect’ wireless Bluetooth accessory, you can make your perfect beverage without leaving the sofa (the  
device has a three-metre range). Simply download the Jura app and pair it with your coffee maker and you  
can set your preferences. If you can convince someone to bring the mug to you, even better. £75 (uk.jura.com).

WHIZZ KID
Designed in Italy, the 
‘SMF01PBUK’ stand  
mixer by Smeg combines 
pastel-hued 1950s styling 
with high-spec tech – its 
planetary mixing action 
ensures that no waste  
is left up the sides of the 
bowl. Tom Kerridge  
is a fan, and he knows  
a thing or two about stiff 
peaks and light batter. 
£300 (smeguk.com).

JET SET,  GO
If you’ve ever lost your luggage  
or arrived in Rome to discover  
that your bags are in Budapest, 
you’ll understand the need for  
this sophisticated suitcase. The 
‘Bluesmart’ connected case is fitted 
with GPS, allowing its location to 
be tracked via an iOS app. It can 
charge an iPhone six times over, too. 
£350, Selfridges (selfridges.com).

T H E  L A M P  H A S  E V O LV E D 
Italian designer Andrea Cingoli has reimagined the bedside 
lamp for the modern age. The flying saucer-esque ‘Balamp’  
is designed to suit smart lifestyles, replacing traditional 
controls with a new kind of on/off switch. Lift a glass of  
water, book or iPad off of the lamp’s base to turn on a subtle, 
dim light. Set the object back down and the light extinguishes.  
To switch the ‘Balamp’ on to full intensity, simply push the 
plate down with your hand. Even smarter: it can wirelessly 
charge compatible mobile phones and tablets while you sleep. 
Available 2017 (concepticondesign.com).
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Bold shapes and vibrant colours are Stockholm-based designer 
Clara von Zweigbergk’s calling card: her ‘Kaleido’ geometric-
shaped trays for Hay happily nestle into each other and come in 
an array of sorbet colours and vibrant brights from mint to 
tangerine. So it made perfect sense for 142-year-old Danish 
lighting brand Louis Poulsen to call on her when it wanted a fresh 
new design for its collection. The brief 
– colourful and fun – suited her to a tee.

In response, von Zweigbergk created 
her painted, spun-metal ‘Cirque’ 
pendant light, which has just launched 
and is available in three sizes and 
colour combinations. Her inspiration 
came from a visit to Tivoli Gardens, Copenhagen’s famous 
fairground, which is home to a plethora of brightly coloured 
onion domes, roller coasters and carousels. ‘I drew on the 
movement of things spinning, so fast that the colours merge to 
form horizontal bands,’ she says. ‘It wasn’t important for Clara to 
know about lighting; we wanted her to help Louis Poulsen evolve 
beyond its reputation for design classics such as Poul 
Henningsen’s ‘PH Artichoke’ light (1957),’ says David Obel 
Rosenkvist, the company’s brand and communications director.

Von Zweigbergk’s CV boasts two graphic design degrees from 
Stockholm’s prestigious Beckmans College of Design (where she 
was dubbed the ‘Glue Princess’ for her love of cutting and pasting) 
and Art Center College of Design in Pasadena, California. She 
worked with renowned Italian architect Piero Lissoni in Milan 
before opening her own practice with her husband, industrial 

designer Shane Schneck, in 2007. She 
has recently contributed conceptual 
pieces for a Milan exhibition by Nike 
entitled ‘The Nature of Motion’, and 
future projects include vases, mugs and 
more stationery for Danish label Hay. 
‘They’re in a calmer colour palette and 

more organic shapes than my first collections,’ she reveals.
As for her love of colour, von Zweigbergk says it’s instinctive 

and emotional. ‘There are no colours that I dislike, it’s just  
a matter of context.’ It’s not her only design motivation, either.  
A love of symmetry and puzzle-solving draws her to aspects of 
nature and science, ‘like chemistry charts and DNA patterns. 
Maybe I seek order and organisation through my work because – 
as anyone who knows me will agree – I’m not that organised 
myself!’ (claravonzweigbergk.com; louispoulsen.com).

The ‘Cirque’ lights are 
inspired by famous Danish 
fairground Tivoli Gardens

From top ‘Cirque’ 
pendant light for 
Louis Poulsen, 
available in three 
sizes, from £155 
each, Skandium 
(skandium.com). 
‘Kaleido’ trays for 
Hay, available in  
six sizes, from £9 
each, Trouva 
(trouva.com) OUT OF THE SHADE

Swedish designer Clara von Zweigbergk’s colourful 
style is shaking things up at historic brand Louis Poulsen
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THE MAGICIAN OF VENICE
Be inspired by the opulent style of textile designer 
Mariano Fortuny, whose tricks still astound today

An icon of the Aesthetic movement who championed 
‘art for art’s sake’, Spanish-born designer Mariano 
Fortuny (1871–1949) is best known for his ‘Delphos’ 
silk gown (left), a column dress inspired by ancient 
Greek tunics and pleated using a secret technique.  
It was worn by the likes of dancer Isadora Duncan and 
actress Sarah Bernhardt. But Fortuny was much more 
than an early celebrity fashion designer: he also 
produced innovative textiles, lighting and paintings. 

His inspirations included classical art, oriental and Arabic design. 
As an introduction to Fortuny’s work, there is no better place to go than the Museo 

Fortuny in Venice. This sprawling palazzo was once the designer’s home and studio; 
today, it contains a series of vast, dazzling rooms furnished in his opulent style, and also 
houses displays of his fashion designs. His original studio space has been preserved, too.

Visitors to the museum should also take a boat trip to the nearby island of Giudecca, 
where the Fortuny factory continues to make beautiful fabrics in jewel colours. You 
won’t be allowed inside the factory, because its techniques are still a closely guarded 
secret – Fortuny wasn’t dubbed ‘the magician of Venice’ for nothing – but you can 
wander around the gardens created by Countess Elsie Lee Gozzi, a wealthy American 
who acquired the business after Fortuny’s death (it is now owned by American brothers 
Maury and Mickey Riad). There’s also an on-site showroom where you can study the 
designer’s extraordinary jacquard fabrics, which resemble antique silk.

Want to marvel at the man’s work from the comfort of your sofa? New book Mariano 
Fortuny: His Life and Work by Guillermo de Osma (V&A Publishing, £40) features  
a wealth of the designer’s creations, plus glimpses of his home and factory (fortuny.com).

Clockwise from above The ‘Delphos’ silk gown. A self portrait of Fortuny. One of the opulent rooms in 
Museo Fortuny. A ‘Scuda Saraceno’ lamp, pictured from below. The Fortuny factory on the island of Giudecca

WHERE TO BUY 
FORTUNY DES IGNS
• Venetia Studium
London distributor of Fortuny 
lamps and scents. Don’t miss  
the ‘Samarkanda’ silk pendant 
lamp (right, £901), inspired by a 
Saracen shield. The velvet cushions 
(below, from £99) are wonderful, 
too (fortunyshop.com).
• Claremont Furnishing 
The official distributor of 
Fortuny textiles in the UK 
(swatches, right). These  
are only sold to the trade, 
which is the best excuse 
for commissioning an 
interior designer we’ve heard 
(claremontfurnishing.com).
• L’Objet pour Fortuny
New York-based interior 
designer Elad Yifrach’s 
brand has two collections 
with Fortuny – one named 
simply ‘Fortuny’, the other 
‘Alchimie de Venise’ (right, 
bottom, from £47). Both feature 
prints from the Fortuny archive 
reworked in jewel colours 
and metals. Our pick is the 
‘Fortuny Tapa’ canape 
plate (right, top, £141 for  
a set of four; l-objet.com).

The Fortuny factory continues to make beautiful 
fabrics, its techniques a closely guarded secret
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The Chiswick-based artist, who is in her 80s, has been 
producing beautiful hand-printed wallpapers for over 60 
years, but the select few who know about her work are 
likely to have discovered it by luck, or word of mouth, 
rather than because of any publicity drive. There’s never 
been one. Instead, Armitage has quietly maintained her 
cottage industry, latterly with the help of her daughter Jo, 
in a small upstairs studio at her Thames-side home.

This tranquil scenario might be shaken up a little  
now that Armitage has created a limited-edition 
collection with global superbrand Jo Malone London. 
Eighteen months ago, when the collaboration began, 
Armitage was presented with an array of its fragrances so 
that she could test which ones might work with her 
patterns. ‘We thought about the river, about plants and 
gardens,’ she says. ‘Everybody was happy with the idea of  
gardens, so then it was plain sailing.’ She started work on 
a new lino print incorporating elements from several 
scents, including ‘English Pear & Freesia’, ‘Red Roses’ 
and ‘Blackberry & Bay’. Rose bushes, pear trees and  
a beekeeper collecting honey all appear on the final 
design, which has been used to package 
soaps, bath oils and candles. ‘I’m very 
fond of the writer Henry James, who 
once said that the two happiest words 
in the English language are “summer 
afternoon”. I wanted to capture that,’ 
she explains. ‘The garden needed to 
feel alive. I added children having a 
croquet match, a gardener and a little 
girl showing him how she can dance. 
There are also some cheeky foxes – you 
always get a fox in a garden, don’t you?’ ➤

THE SECRET GARDEN
Marthe Armitage’s bucolic wallpapers may  
be British design’s best-kept secret, until now...

Products, above 
from left 
‘Nectarine Blossom 
and Honey’ bath oil, 
£56; ‘Green Tomato 
Leaf’ candle, £44, 
both Jo Malone 
London
Overleaf ‘Red 
Roses’ drawer 
liners, £36, Jo 
Malone London

Rose bushes,  
pear trees and  
a beekeeper 
appear on Marthe 
Armitage’s 
packaging design 
for Jo Malone 
London
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This charming mixture of plants, animals and human 
figures runs throughout Armitage’s work, which has 
attracted some stellar fans: Tilda Swinton and Stella 
Tennant have both stopped by her studio and her 
‘Alphabet’ wallpaper was featured in the 2012 movie 
adaptation of Susan Hill’s ghost story The Woman in 
Black. Yet despite this – and the prospect of a bigger 
audience when the Jo Malone London collection 
launches in June – she remains disarmingly modest 
about her work. ‘I’ve never been very confident, so I can’t 
quite believe that it won’t be a flash in the pan,’ she says. 

Armitage describes herself as a ‘late developer’ who 
didn’t learn to draw until she went to Chelsea School of 
Art just after the war. She wanted to be a painter, but after 
she left college, marriage and children intervened. 
‘Painting and babies don’t go together,’ she says simply. 
Still, she ‘needed to make something’. A period spent in 
India with her architect husband furthered her lifelong 
interest in pattern. ‘In the evenings we would wander 
down to the bazaar where you would find men printing 
bedspreads on long tables in the open air. Seeing them at 
work, printing in their hit-and-miss way, made me realise 
that you could do things yourself.’ Back home in London, 
she bought lino, paint, paper and a roller and began 
making wallpaper for her own walls while her children  
were at school; friends asked 
for some, so she made more. 
But fame never came calling. 
‘When I started, people 
weren’t interested in hand-
done things,’ she remembers. 
‘I’d show my wallpapers  
to interior designers and 
they’d be polite, but... it’s 
quite different now.’

Today, Armitage still works 
using the old printing press that she rescued from  
a Brixton warehouse in the 1960s, with Jo taking on the 
lion’s share of the physical labour. ‘It’s hard work printing 
by hand,’ she says, ‘but if you go digital you stop being  
a craftsman.’ The technique that she once felt was  
a handicap is starting to look like her strongest asset, as 
people seek out unique objects made by small producers. 
She may believe that ‘wallpaper should be a background’, 
but Armitage will soon deservedly be in the spotlight.
Jo Malone London collection, from £30 for a set of  
four soaps ( jomalone.com). Wallpapers, from £246 per 
10-metre roll, Hamilton Weston ( hamiltonweston.com)

‘When I started, 
people weren’t 
interested in things 
that were made  
by hand. It’s quite 
different now’

52  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  JUNE 2016

Style | PEOPLE





W
O

RD
S:

 JA
M

ES
 W

ILL
IA

M
S 

 P
IC

TU
RE

S:
 G

LA
SS

H
O

PP
ER

/
N

IK
 E

A
G

LA
N

D,
 G

ET
TY

 IM
A

G
ES

/
U

IG
  

What inspired you to become an architect? 
My best friends’ houses, weirdly – and totally 
subconsciously, of course. As a child, my best 
friends always seemed to be kids who lived in 
amazing modern houses. One lived in a 1960s 
Modernist house in Kensington designed by 
architect Tom Kay, which was very compact with 
an extraordinary brick spiral staircase; another 
lived in a Frank Lloyd Wright-inspired home 
nestled in the Somerset hills. 
How can architects bring value to housing 
design? Now more than ever, with such a pressing 
need for new homes, architects need to be involved 
in designing houses, particularly mass housing. 
Unfortunately it’s not always easy to convince the 
big house-builders to use smaller practices such 
as ourselves. I think co-housing is an interesting 
area: it’s where self-build meets mass development, 
and people can be involved in the design of not 
just their own home but a community of shared 
spaces guided by the expertise of an architect.
What advice would you give someone looking 
to hire an architect? It may sound daft but  
I think you should hire an architect because  
you don’t know what you want – I like to think 
that our real value is to offer possibilities that  
a client may never have thought of. 
What has been your favourite project? I enjoy 
challenging work and the sensitive issues at South 
Essex Rape & Incest Crisis Centre (SERICC) meant 
we worked closely with a wide range of people 
visiting and using the centre. The antithesis of  
a project like this is the private house, which only 
has one user – or, as was the case at Ty Hedfan (3), 
no client, as it was our own home in Wales. The 
challenges here were the site constraints: we 
couldn’t build within seven metres of the river, so 

ASK AN ARCHITECT 
SARAH FEATHERSTONE

‘I think an architect’s real 
value is to offer possibilities 
that a client may never have 
thought of themselves’

The co-founder  
of London firm 

Featherstone 
Young, Sarah 

Featherstone is also 
a lecturer and tutor. 

Her projects range 
from contemporary 

eco homes to bold 
creative spaces 

we decided to cantilever the building – hence its 
name, which in English means hovering house.
What is your design ethos? I think architects 
should create buildings that invite, not impose. We 
tried to explore this with ‘The Table Nests’ at Central 
Saint Martins (1). We created a family of supersized 
mobile tables that animate the space and invite 
students to work and socialise. Our work is also 
quite specific to its context: at ‘Stonecrop House’ 
in Rutland (2) we drew from the landscape and 
designed a softly curved green roof.
What’s your ideal project? We like work that 
allows us to collaborate with other designers as 
well as with the people that will use or be affected 
by the building. Our new project in Wrexham (5) 
combines an art centre with a market, an unusual 

mix housed in a former 1980s multi-storey car 
park. It has a wide range of stakeholders and will 
become a true community resource.
Is there a building in the world that you wish 
you had designed? The Royal Festival Hall (4), 
because it is a building designed with people’s 
experience at its heart. A place where you can visit 
with an intention and then find yourself drawn in 
to an impromptu, unexpected event happening in 
one of the communal areas. When I was with the 
London Philharmonic Choir we had a residency at 
the Royal Festival Hall, which I suppose as an 
aspiring architect was the perfect marriage for me.

3

1

2

4

5
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WHY RECREATE THE LOOK of a Mayan temple using concrete? 
‘It was the cheapest (and ugliest) thing in the building world…  
it lived mostly in the architectural gutter as an imitation of rock-
faced stone. Why not see what could be done with that gutter  
rat?’ architect Frank Lloyd Wright 
(1867–1959) once asked. At first glance 
you might mistake his Californian  
creation, Ennis House in Los Angeles, for 
an ancient ruin or an Aztec set design for 
Disneyland, but it is one of the most 
intriguingly iconic houses of the 20th 
century. Wright was given the commission 
to design a private house for retailer 
Charles Ennis and his wife Mabel in  
1923: the wealthy couple shared his  
passion for ancient Mayan culture.

Completed in 1924, the house is built 
from stacked concrete and stone blocks, 
all decorated in beautiful motifs and embossed ornamentation –  
a nod to Mayan architecture. 27,000 blocks were used to construct 
the complex, which consists of two main buildings and a smaller 
detached apartment; these are separated by a vast stone courtyard 
that offers spectacular views of the Los Angeles landscape below. 

During the 1920s, concrete was considered a new material, especially 
for home construction – a combination of gravel, granite and sand 
from the site were mixed with water and then hand-cast in aluminium 
moulds to create each block (it took 10 days for them to dry before 

they could be placed into position). 
Wright’s concrete bricks are often referred 
to as ‘textile blocks’, because of the way 
that vertical and horizontal steel rods 
were woven through channels in the 
concrete. This technique, which was 
designed to hold the blocks in position, 
was seen as revolutionary at the time. 
Over the years, Ennis House has inspired 
popular culture with music, television 
and filmmakers drawing on its unique 
look. The property has been used as a 
location for Blade Runner (1982), House 
on Haunted Hill (1959) and David Lynch’s 

cult Twin Peaks TV show. The last, and largest, of the four concrete-
block houses Wright designed in his lifetime, Ennis House was  
his  personal favourite and remains one of the best examples of 
Mayan Revival architecture in the world. 2607 Glendower Avenue,  
Los Angeles, CA 90027, United States (ennishouse.com).

ARCHITECTURAL ICON ENNIS HOUSE BY FRANK L LOYD WRIGHT

A modern Mayan-style concrete home set into the Los Angeles hills
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You can usually smell lavender before you see it. In the 
summer, when the scent is strongest, it drifts for miles, 
herbal, sweet and slightly smoky; dusty-purple fields of 
it have been grown in Europe for centuries. Not only does 
lavender smell wonderful, but the flowers are also prized 
for their beauty and usefulness. In Tudor times, muslin 
packets filled with lavender were secreted in wardrobes 
to deter moths and the flowers became a popular, thrifty 
ingredient in sweets and vinegars. But perhaps lavender’s 
most valued use was as the flower of love.

The romantic association lingers in the nursery rhyme 
Lavender’s Blue: ‘If you love me, dilly, dilly, I will love you’. 
Elizabethan lovers exchanged aromatic bunches of 
lavender while they were courting, and it was common 
to use the twilight-coloured blooms in wedding bouquets. 
It was also called upon when Cupid’s arrow was losing its 
potency. The 17th-century herbalist Nicholas Culpeper 
prescribed two spoonfuls of water infused with the flowers 
for ‘tremblings and passions of the heart… faintings and 
swoonings’. Others swore by it as an aphrodisiac. Hot 
lavender, as Perdita helpfully tells Polixenes and Camillo 
in Shakespeare’s The Winter’s Tale, is ‘given/To men of 
middle age. You’re very welcome!’

Perhaps because of the flower’s perennial success, the 
colour became sought after, too. During the late 19th 
century, the peculiar pale amethyst shade, along with 
many other purples, became the height of fashion. In 
1888, for example, The Clothier & Furnisher recommended 
that its male readers wear ‘Lavender four-in-hand neck 
[ties]... for half toilette’. Robert de Montesquiou, the 

French aesthete and poet, became notorious for wearing 
scented gloves in the same shade. So popular did lavender 
become with the exquisitely dressed dandies of the 
Decadent movement that by the turn of the century the 
colour had become inextricably linked with effeminacy 
and homosexuality.

Beginning in the 1930s, saying someone contained  
‘a dash of lavender’ was a well-known euphemism. When, 
in 1926, a biographer wrote that the relationship between 
Abraham Lincoln and a good friend contained ‘a streak 
of lavender, and spots soft as May violets’, everyone knew 
what he meant. In 1969 Betty Friedan, then President of 
the America National Organisation for Women, described 
lesbians as ‘the lavender menace’, fretting that they might 
derail the nascent feminist movement. They did: the 
group shut down the Second Congress to Unite Women 
in New York on 1 May 1970, dressed in a sea of pale purple 
t-shirts. It was perhaps because of controversies like this 
that the colour temporarily fell from favour. From the 
1970s, pink was the colour usually associated with gay 
rights, until the movement adopted the rainbow. For 
lavender’s sake, though, this seems a shame: what more 
wonderful fate for a colour than to symbolise love for all?

Paints to try ‘Milbourne Thistle’ by Hemsley, £27.99 for 2.5 
litres, Homebase (homebase.co.uk). ‘Lavender Garden’, £42 
for 2.5 litres, Mylands (mylands.co.uk). ‘Inspired’, £21.50 for 
0.94 litres, Benjamin Moore (benjaminmoore.co.uk)

PANTONE®

P 97-11 C
LAVENDER
Exploring the history of a colour

During the 19th century this peculiar pale  
amethyst shade became the height of fashion
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HAVE YOU EVER CONSIDERED 
what lies beneath your house, in terms 
of geology and infrastructure, and 
whether the materials it is made from 
are healthy? Do you think about the 
level of Wi-Fi emissions around your 
home, its proximity to telephone masts, 
electrified rail systems, underground 
water or landfill sites? We spend 80 to 
90 per cent of our lives indoors; long-
term bombardment by any of these 
things could affect our wellbeing.

The Roman architect Vitruvius’s 
treatise on architecture – the earliest 
of any importance to survive – stated 
that the primary consideration in 
building was the selection of a health-
giving site; today, however, this is rarely 
an option. Architecture is orientated 
towards designing environmentally 
friendly buildings, but shouldn’t we 
also be thinking about whether they 
are healthy for us? Even if we don’t 
have the luxury of living in a healthy 
location, we can create housing that 
actively promotes good health. 

I have a story to tell about my own 
home and the reasons why I became 
so interested in house health. A few 

years ago, I began to realise that my 
man, my dog and me were all not that 
well. The man had a persistent cough 
(no sinister results on testing), the dog 
was epileptic and I had developed a 
thyroid problem. We were not in a good 
place, despite living a healthy lifestyle. 
An alternative-health practitioner 
advised that we should look at the 
bigger picture: our environment. She 
suggested I consult someone who deals 
with earth energies (understanding 
that our planet is magnetic, and looking 
closely at the way that humans interact 
with its electromagnetic fields) to find 
out if there was something that was 
negatively affecting us where we lived. 

Sceptical but intrigued, I sent a plan 
of my house to a practitioner in this 
field. She spent a day with me and 
pointed out some possible problem 
areas. In the chalk landscape where 
we live, underground springs flow down 
to a river from the Chiltern Hills. Due 
to two large springs crossing directly 
under our kitchen, she suggested that 
we were experiencing above-average 
electromagnetic discharge from the 
water. This was then percolating ➤  

H O W  
H E A LT H Y  

I S  YO U R  H O M E ?
We think of our houses as places of comfort and refuge – but could  

they actually be having a negative effect on our health? Architectural 
historian and author Clare Sherriff investigates

Illustration POP CHART LAB
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HOW CAN I MAKE MY 
HOME MORE HEALTHY? 
Three easy ways to have  
a positive impact right now
CLEAR THE CHEMICALS  
Free your home, as much as possible, 
from volatile organic compounds 
(VOCs), found in building materials, 
furnishings, new carpets and paints. 
Combinations of VOCs are now  
believed to contribute to Sick Building 
Syndrome, a series of symptoms 
including headaches, fatigue and skin 
irritation that can be associated with 
prolonged time spent in certain 
properties. To prevent this, use only 
VOC-free paints and unscented, 
chlorine-free cleaning products. Avoid 
disinfectants containing phenol (more 
commonly known as carbolic acid) and 
ban air fresheners. Use rugs instead of 
carpets and underlays – the latter 
contain adhesives and chemical finishes. 

VENTILATE Open your windows 
whenever you can. Studies have shown 
that naturally ventilated buildings are 
better for us than air-conditioned 
ones. Hang your dry-cleaning outside 
to air for a few hours before bringing  
it into the house – stains are removed 
using perchloroethylene (or perc),  
a solvent. Make your home a shoes-off 
zone, as pesticides from gardens can 
enter the house on our soles. Finally, 
place new furniture in a ventilated 
area to expel the chemicals in the 
finishes before use. Also, add some 
greenery – certain plants can help to 
filter and purify the air in your home.

BE ELECTROMAGNETICALLY 
AWARE Don’t sleep close to fuse 
boxes or meters, and try not to place 
electrical appliances near your bed. 
Always switch gadgets off at night. If 
rewiring, take the opportunity to move 
plug sockets away from where you sleep 
– you want to ensure that you are outside 
of their electromagnetic field. ED  

up through the earth, becoming magnetised 
as it did so. I never understood why, when 
it rained, our dog, who slept in the kitchen, 
would run out to the back of the garden; 
nothing – even a thunderstorm – would 
induce her to come back in. One possible 
theory is that four-legged animals are more 
sensitive to electromagnetic energy – it is 
not believed to cause illness in humans, 
but scientific research continues into the 
possible effects of long-term exposure. 

Three years on, using a ‘Transformer 
28-4G’ Bio Protective System from Germany 
(from £495; bioprotectivesystems.com), 
our home feels like a completely different 
place. A flat square unit with a compass 
set into it, this device sits in the centre of 
the house, facing magnetic north. The 
manufacturer claims that it ‘neutralises 
and harmonises’ negative electromagnetic 
radiation. Whether this actually stands up 
scientifically I’m not qualified to say, but 
I do sense a radical difference in both my 
health and home. 

THE CAUSES
Of course, not every 
home has problems like 
mine, but many are not as 
health-enhancing as we 
would like to imagine. 
Some environmentalists 
believe that we should  
try to avoid building over 
any naturally occurring 
geopathic disturbances (these are defined 
as anything that breaks the Earth’s natural 
electromagnetic frequence), such as flood 
plains (or anywhere where stagnant water 
lies) and landfill sites. Indoor air pollution 
is another major concern. As we seek to 
create more energy-efficient, tightly 
insulated buildings – often using synthetic 
building products – we introduce more 
chemicals into our homes that are not as 
easily dispersed (although ventilation 
systems can help extract pollutants). Older 
properties were generally built using more 
breathable materials, allowing chemicals 
and pollutants to escape more easily.

American architect Paula Baker-Laporte, 
author of Prescriptions for a Healthy House 
(New Society, £22), points out that, in the 
States, there is ‘no mandatory health testing 
for clothing, new carpets or construction 
materials’, which means that chemicals 
that emanate from them may not have 
been tested for harmful emissions. This is 
the same in the UK. The manufacture of 

MDF, for example, uses urea-formaldehyde 
glue, a known toxin. Formaldehyde-free 
or low formaldehyde MDF is available, and 
we should all be asking for it. Our homes 
cradle a variety of other toxic substances, 
too: lead in paint, chemical fragrances, 
pesticides, timber preservatives, cigarette 
and smoke dust, synthetic upholstery 
materials such as foam, and flame retardant 
coatings on fabrics, to name but a few. 

THE SOLUTIONS
So, how might we remedy the situation in 
the future? There are new developments 
on the horizon. Forward-thinking architects 
are embracing the use of natural techniques, 
such as rammed earth, an ancient method 
of using compacted soil to construct walls. 
It is low cost and good for insulation. Other 
examples include straw-bale building 
techniques, where straw and hemp are 
used to fill walls and coated with lime-based 

render; cork, which is used as an organic 
insulator; and sustainable bamboo, 

which can be used for floors, 
roofs and interior walls. 

Japanese architect 
Yasuhiro Yamashita of 

Atelier Tekuto uses ‘earth 
bricks’, carefully adding 
magnesium oxide to 
compacted soil to create 
a chemical reaction that 
produces a strong building 
material. He believes  

that the use of soil is key to the future of 
architecture. ‘It offers excellent heat and 
sound insulation, humidity-control 
properties, and, most importantly, it is 
available at reasonable cost everywhere. 
It’s also harmless to the environment.’ 

There is also the potential for what 
environmental writer Jonathon Porritt 
describes as ‘designing out waste’ – moving 
from a wasteful polluting design system 
to a point where nothing is lost to waste. 
In the future, environmentalists suggest 
that to do this we will need to adopt  
freshwater systems, a solar-powered 
economy, materials that are non-polluting 
and reusable, and for sewage to be used 
productively, either as fuel or as a nutrient. 
These are big ideas, but ones that could 
have a marked effect on the health of your 
home. And, in turn, the health of you and 
your loved ones. As biologist Professor Irv 
Konigsberg explains, ‘cells are shaped by 
where they live. In a healthy environment, 
they will flourish’. 

As  
we seek  

to create efficient, 
insulated buildings, 
we introduce more 
chemicals into our 
homes that are not 
as easily dispersed
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NEUTRALS HAVE BEEN THE MOST POPULAR 
TONES for the home during the first decades 
of the 21st century – and for good reason. Many 
people feel most comfortable when surrounded 
by carefully balanced colours that create an 
understated environment and make few demands 
on the eye. Neutrals offer infinite possibilities 
for making spaces airy and relaxing, refined and 
timeless, or elegantly sophisticated. However, 
it’s easy to fall into the trap of using bland, 
depressing colours that are nothing like the 
subtle, complex palettes shown here.

Light plays a huge part in how neutrals appear, 
which is why Farrow & Ball created distinct 
neutral groups – Traditional, Yellow-Based, 
Contemporary and Architectural – for every 
light condition. Selecting a group is easy – simply 
consider the light in the room and decide which 
group you are most drawn to. You can then 
build a decorating scheme, possibly with the 
addition of bolder colours and wallpapers. Older 
buildings tend to demand softer effects from 
colours and are most suited to the Traditional 
and Yellow-Based Neutrals. Modern settings 
benefit from the harmonious greys of the 
Contemporary and Architectural Neutrals. 
‘Farrow & Ball: How to Decorate’ by Joa Studholme 
and Charlotte Cosby (Mitchell Beazley, £30). All 
paint colours from £39.50 for 2.5 litres of estate 
emulsion ( farrow-ball.com) ➤

The right neutrals can have a transformative effect 
on your home. Here, Farrow & Ball colour gurus  
Joa Studholme and Charlotte Cosby share four  
stylish colour palettes and give us the lowdown 

on how to make subtle shades work for you



Style | DECOR AT ING

66  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  JUNE 2016

TRADITIONAL NEUTRALS
This group of colours has its roots in the past – they were 
the first ‘whites’ by Farrow & Ball. They create calm, 
restrained spaces with richness and depth. Deemed to be 
extremely sophisticated, they have been used everywhere 
from the decorative plaster ceilings of 18th-century historic 
houses to vast Parisian apartments. However, they are 
just as suited to ‘downstairs’ situations, and are the perfect 
tones for boot rooms and garden rooms. Their underlying 
grey-green tones have a softness that feels very old world. 
If used in spaces starved of light or that face north, the 
underlying green may be more prominent. One of the 
most effective ways to use these shades is to layer them 
all in one room: the 
mid colour ‘Off-White’ 
on the walls, the 
darker ‘Old White’ on 
the woodwork, ‘Lime 
White’ on moulding 
or coving and ‘Slipper 
Satin’ on the ceiling 
and doors. This feels 
relaxed and refined.

ARCHITECTURAL NEUTRALS
This is the ideal colour group for those wanting a 
strong industrial feel. Cool with a blue undertone, the 
Architectural Neutrals are a great alternative to pure 
white, which can be almost blindingly stark. With the 
addition of almost imperceptible quantities of other 
pigments, these greys take on a completely new personality, 
creating a sense of spaciousness while avoiding a clinical 
look. However, they should not be considered solely for 
modern glass boxes; they can be elegant when combined 
with a simple, clean white in more traditional houses. 
By nature of their strong architectural feel, these shades 
are most often used with the lightest tone, ‘Blackened’, 
on walls and ceilings throughout the house, to create 
a light and seamless 
space. The strongest 
tone, ‘Manor House 
Gray’, would feature 
on floors to ground 
the scheme, with 
‘Dimpse’ and ‘Pavilion 
Gray’ used in small 
rooms, as accents 
or on furniture. ➤

1 Lime White
2 Off-White
3 Slipper Satin
4 Old White

1 Manor House Gray
2 Pavilion Gray
3 Dimpse
4 Blackened

1

2

4

4

3

1

1

2

2

3

3

4

4

3

4

1

2
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CONTEMPORARY NEUTRALS
Although the Farrow & Ball Traditional Neutrals were 
already seen by many as grey, these Contemporary Neutrals 
have a cleaner, more urban feel. Their magic lies in the fact 
that they all have an underlying lilac tone, which lends an 
edge while bringing warmth. This also prevents them from 
appearing sombre or severe, so they are perfect in a family 
home because they will never have the gritty, industrial 
feel of colder, bluer greys. This colour group is often used 
throughout an entire house, so you can drift from room to 
room hardly noticing that there has been a change of shade. 
The strongest tone, ‘Elephant’s Breath’, could feature in 
the hall to create a sense of drama upon entering the house, 
while ‘Skimming 
Stone’ will make living 
areas feel light. ‘Strong 
White’ is often used in 
kitchens, where it feels 
natural alongside steel 
fittings, and will make 
the room feel airy. ‘All 
White’ can be used on 
ceilings for continuity.

YELLOW-BASED NEUTRALS
Yellow-Based Neutrals should never be thought 
of as yellow – they are more complex and have an 
unmatchable delicacy. Their traditional feel stems 
from the addition of a minute amount of black. This 
is the prettiest and simplest of the neutral groups. 
The shades work perfectly in any rustic situation 
and are very easy to live with. Like the Traditional 
Neutrals, they can appear a little green in northern 
light, where it may be preferable to use warmer paint 
colours such as ‘Tallow’, ‘Ringwold Ground’ and ‘Savage 
Ground’, which have a natural reflective quality. The 
Yellow-Based Neutrals are perfect for sunny garden 
rooms, where they will enhance the connection 
between exterior 
and interior. Earthy 
‘String’ is ideal 
for conservatory 
woodwork, while 
the walls might 
be painted in 
‘Matchstick’ to 
create a quiet stillness 
and sense of calm.

1 Strong White
2 Elephant’s Breath
3 Skimming Stone
4 All White

1 New White
2 White Tie
3 String
4 Matchstick

1

2
3

4

1

2

3

4

2

3

1

4

1

2

3

4







I N S I D E  O U T
O U T S I D E  I N

Want to turn your home into an urban paradise?  
We show you how to work smart indoor style outside; and easy  

ways to bring some lovely outdoor freshness inside.  
Plus, the best gardens to visit for inspiration

Words CHARLOTTE BROOK

From left Linen cushion covers, £24 each; ‘Jeny Curve’ black coffee table, £320; ‘London’ brass box, £45; ‘Ruby’ vase in Oil Green £25.85; 
‘Rio’ tall vase in Oil Green, £32; ‘Globe’ candleholders (two pictured), from £28.85 each; ‘Jeny’ black side table, £128.35; brass-finished 

aluminium flowerpot, £62 for a set of two, all Broste Copenhagen (brostecopenhagen.com)
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 1THE WILD URBANITE 
FURNITURE DES IGNER 
ANTOINE VANDEWOUDE
Through a small, anonymous street door in 
central Antwerp is the entrance to Antoine 
Vandewoude’s long, narrow house. ‘It is like 
nothing I’d ever seen before,’ says Elali. ‘It 
is almost overwhelming how wild and 
unexpectedly lush both the house and the 
tiny 40-square-metre garden are.’

Vandewoude taught himself to garden 
and filled the concrete backyard and sparse 
interior with plants. Grasses line the edge 
of the balcony and tomato plants, a gift from 
fashion designer Dries van Noten, bask in 
sunlight on the workshop roof. We love the 
kitchen’s spectacular lacy-tree philodendron 
(right and far right), which is installed like 
a sculpture in an urn. In a design move that 
complements the greenery, Vandewoude 
painted the bathroom walls (top, far right) 
a bright jade and fitted mint-coloured units 
in his kitchen (right). ‘Antoine also made 
most of the wooden furniture himself,’ says 
Elali. His design philosophy is to create 
pieces that become more beautiful with age, 
and he keenly applies this ethos to his 
plantsmanship, too. But it’s still a learning 
curve, he concedes. ‘Gardening is intuitive, 
a continuous process of trial and error.’

THE PLANTS
Japanese wisteria On left-hand side of the balcony
Madame Grégoire Staechelin rose tree On right- 
hand side of the balcony 
Italian cypresses Either side of the balcony
Concolour India orchid On bathroom windowsill
Lacy-tree philodendron In the kitchen, potted in urn

A ‘need for green’ led Belgian duo Magali Elali and 
Bart Kiggen – the brains behind online magazine 
Coffeeklatch – to create their first book, Greenterior: 
Plant-Loving Creatives and Their Homes (Luster, 
£38), which celebrates verdant inner-city interiors. 
Each homeowner has a different relationship with 
their indoor garden and, Elali says, ‘the type of plants 
in people’s houses – big or small, eclectic or retro – 
tells us something about their personality.’ Indoor 
garden schemes featured include romantic blooms 
that offset Modernist architecture, succulents tasked 

with bringing oxygen to sterile spaces and kitchen 
herb boxes for keen home cooks. 

Elali agrees that the unpredictability of gardening  
indoors either seduces or scares homeowners. Plants 
can be nurtured and cajoled, but not controlled. ‘The 
fact that they don’t give instant gratification, but 
respond only to patient care is, for me, what makes 
them an amazing antithesis to city living,’ she says. 
Here, Elali introduces us to three home gardeners 
whose urban jungles will inspire you to have a go at 
introducing greenery into your own abode.

T H E  G R E E N  R O O M S
Inner-city homes can be just as verdant as their countryside counterparts. Authors and keen gardeners  
Magali Elali and Bart Kiggen show us how greenery can add colour, vibrancy and texture to any interior
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T H E  L I V I N G  WA L L
Easy to cultivate and small space-friendly, a ‘living wall’ is the latest trend in home 
horticulture. To make your own, train climbers to grow up a wire trellis, hang pots from 
built-in shelving or use vertical planters (try Burgon & Ball’s six-pocket option, £9.95, John 
Lewis; johnlewis.com). The ultra low-maintenance option is a custom-made irrigation system 
– self-watering panels – available from Tiga (from £175 per square metre; tigaeurope.co.uk).
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 2 THE MINIMALIST 
FASHION DES IGNER 
CHR IST IAN WI JNANT
Antwerp-based fashion designer Christian 
Wijnant’s interest in botany is obvious from 
his clothing creations: ‘I had a few pieces 
from Wijnant’s label and assumed that he 
liked plants because they are such a big part 
of his designs,’ says Elali. In fact, Wijnant is 
more of a back-seat botanist, for his partner 
buys and oversees their home’s houseplants, 
which are left over from photo shoots, found 
on the street and gifted by friends. Previously 
his workshop, Wijnants’ Antwerp flat is  
a carefully curated space boasting clean 
lines and an all-white palette. The shape, 
dimension and texture of plants matters – 
the voluptuous leaves of a banana tree 
contrast beautifully with petite, prickly cacti 
and spindly black elderberry branches. 
‘Belgians tend to be rather traditional  
when it comes to picking plants,’ Wijnant  
says. ‘I mainly prefer eclectic or very simple 
flower arrangements.’ 

THE PLANTS
ZZ Plant Beside living room shelves
Button Fern On living room shelves
Black Elderberry branches In glass vase on floor, 
beside window

Case study taken from ‘Greenterior:  
Plant-Loving Creatives and Their  
Homes’ (Luster, £38).
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T H E  I N S TA N T 
R A I N F O R E S T
Not ready to commit to a living wall? Bring a tropical feel 
into your home without the maintenance by using a mural 
wallcovering. This sensational bespoke design is by French 
fabric brand Artolis by Barrisol (artolis.eu); Surface View in 
the UK can create something similar (surfaceview.co.uk).  
A good ready-made option is ‘Misty Rainforest’ from 
Murals Wallpaper (from £23.50 per square metre; 
muralswallpaper.co.uk). PI
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Top ‘Malfa’ polyester outdoor fabric,  
£89 per metre, Manuel Canovas at  
Colefax and Fowler (colefax.com)

Centre ‘Jungle Leaves’ wall panel, £167 per panel, 
Fabrics & Papers (fabricsandpapers.com)

Above A bright leaf-print curtain brings a touch  
of Palm Springs opulence to chef and Salt House 
Market founder Sarah Schiear’s bathroom. Find  

a similar design at Society 6 (society6.com)

J U N G L E  L O O K S
If the art of gardening does not come naturally, we have good news – buying  
into the botanical look without getting your hands dirty has never been easier. 
From vibrant upholstery fabrics to large-scale wallcoverings and even a palm-print 
shower curtain, there are plenty of affordable options. Take inspiration from  
this opulent living room (below), which mixes and matches rich shades, patterns 
and textures to create a verdant yet sophisticated look.
Below, from left Bespoke velvet sofa and cushion, Moss Melbourne (mossmelbourne.com.au).  
Palm tree outdoor cushion cover, £32; ‘Hortensia’ cushion, £50, Northwood (northwoodhome.co.uk). 
Brass table, £376, Globe West (globewest.com.au). Brass pineapple, £78, Scout (scouthouse.com.au). 
Wall painted in ‘Viking’ interior paint, £20.85 per litre, Haymes (haymespaint.com.au)
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 3THE ORIGINAL THINKERS 
PUBL ISH ING DUO ANDREW 
TROTTER AND MAR I  LUZ V IDAL 
Fittingly for a dynamic couple whose biannual 
magazine Openhouse tells stories of ‘bright, 
creative people who open their homes or private 
spaces to the public,’ Andrew Trotter and Mari 
Luz Vidal often welcome readers into the lush 
oasis of their own Barcelona apartment. The 
colour green permeates the whole of their 
pared-back interior, from a hanging ‘Lipstick 
Plant’ in the chalk-white kitchen to a pistachio-
coloured couch and the tiles laced with viridian 
that line the floor of the glass-ceilinged living 
room – which, as Elali observed, resembles a 
greenhouse. ‘In winter, you can sit in the sun, 
relax and read a book,’ Mari Luz told her. ‘The light 
is stunning and all our plants grow well here.’

THE PLANTS
Hooded Dwarf Elephant Ear In living room, planted  
in concrete pot 
Purple Heart Plant In living room, on shelf and  
in wall pockets
Lipstick Plant Hanging in corner of kitchen
Boston Fern On wall, above kitchen shelves

Case study taken from ‘Greenterior:  
Plant-Loving Creatives and Their  
Homes’ (Luster, £38).
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Whether you have a luscious, expansive garden, a small urban courtyard or something in between, the approach to creating an 
outdoor room should be just the same as when you’re decorating inside. Think about how furniture will work together and the level 
people will be sat at – choose pieces with similar proportions and keep handy side tables close by. Comfort is key, so add plenty  
of squidgy cushions in weatherproof fabrics. As for lighting, many brands now sell outdoor versions of their bestselling interior 
models. Finally, add colour with one of this season’s new outdoor rugs, which have been specially designed for exterior use.

From top ‘Romeo Outdoor C3’  light by 
Philippe Starck, from £1,146, Flos (flos.com). 
‘Gio’ sofa by Antonio Citterio, £6,466, B&B 

Italia (bebitalia.com). ‘Ahnda’ chair by 
Stephen Burks for Dedon, £3,042 as 

pictured, Leisure Plan (leisureplan.co.uk). 
‘Palissade’ side chair by Ronan and Erwan 

Bourollec for Hay, £159, SCP (scp.co.uk). 
‘Honey’ rug in mustard, from £99, Indian 

Ocean (indian-ocean.co.uk). ‘Porcini’ side 
tables by Lorenza Bozzoli for Dedon, £900 

(top); £864 (middle); £1,122 (bottom), all 
Leisure Plan (leisureplan.co.uk)

SIX OF THE BEST
 Turn your garden 

into a stylish lounge 
with our pick of 

products ready to 
face the elements

T H E  O U T D O O R  R O O M
Use interior design know-how to transform your outside space into the ideal summer lounging spot

‘Basket’ armchairs by 
Nanna and Jørgen Ditzel, 
£1,845; ‘Mesh’ side table by 
Patricia Urquiola, from 
£590, all Kettal (kettal.com)
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G L O R I O U S  GA R D E N S  T O  V I S I T  N O W
Philosopher Francis Bacon once called a visit to a garden ‘the purest of human pleasures’.  
Here’s our pick of venues in Britain and beyond that are sure to inspire you to get green at home

OPEN GARDEN SQUARES WEEKEND, LONDON 

Over 200 London gardens, most of them private, will open their gates to the 
public for two days in June. And it’s not just garden squares – there are rooftop 
terraces, plots cultivated on the tops of canal boats, indoor flower installations 
and pop-up orchards, many tucked away behind some of the capital’s busiest 
streets. Make a beeline for tours of the River Cafe’s kitchen garden and the newly 
restored courtyard behind Rococo Chocolates’ Belgravia headquarters, which is 
filled with the scent of Moroccan kaffir-lime and jasmine. 18–19 June, tickets £14 
(tickets include access to all participating gardens; opensquares.org)

NATIONAL GARDEN SCHEME OPEN 
DAYS, NATIONWIDE 

Visiting charming private gardens for a small 
admission fee (especially when the proceeds go 
to charities like Macmillan) is a perfect exchange. 
Small gardens sure to inspire urbanites include 
four neighbouring plots in Islington (5 June, £8). 
Further north, the owners of Jackson’s Wold in 
North Yorkshire will show groups round the 
romantic, informal cottage garden starring  
a wildflower meadow and Victorian greenhouse 
(22 May and 26 June, £3). The scheme’s Festival 
Weekend will see 407 homes across the country 
reveal their secrets (4–5 June; ngs.org.uk).

1500s
The Tudors use 
potpourri to evoke the 
sweet smell of roses 
indoors and, inspired 
by theories of garden 
design in Renaissance 
Italy, the size and 
splendour of a home’s 
garden becomes a 
signifier of social status.

1600s
Plants such as 
nasturtiums and 
sunflowers are shipped 
from the New World  
to Europe and gifted to 
monarchs – who soon 
realised that delicate 
flowers demand 
conditions similar to 
their native climes.  

EARLY 1900s
The decorative potted 
fronds that frame 
Edwardian hotels’ palm 
courts (which were 
designed to screen  
the orchestra from 
afternoon-tea-goers 
without affecting the 
sound) make their way 
into fashionable homes.

1800s
The trend for florals  
in fashion prompts  
a Victorian enthusiasm 
for houseplants. Fumes 
from coal fires meant 
that only the toughest 
of shrubs could survive, 
such as Aspidistra, 
known at the time as 
‘the cast-iron plant’.  

1700s
Orangeries – elegant 
single-storey edifices 
defined by a south-
facing wall of windows 
(such as Kew Gardens’, 
opened in 1761) are 
built by wealthy 
landowners to house 
citrus trees from the 
Mediterranean.

HOUSEPLANTS A POTTED HISTORY
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1970s
Sturdy statement 
shrubs become  
a signature part  
of interior decor: 
Sansevieria (known  
as ‘Mother-in-Law’s 
Tongue’) enjoys  
a reputation for  
being marvellously 
indestructible. 

1980s
From being a bloom for 
the specialist grower 
only, the orchid goes 
mainstream. Rumours 
of the spider plant’s 
ability to purify air are 
confirmed by a scientific 
study, which sees  
them arrive in offices 
throughout the UK.

1990/2000s
Windowsill herb pots 
surge in popularity 
across the country, 
fuelled by the rise in 
apartment living and 
trend for growing your 
own. Avant-garde 
gardeners also start to 
keep potted lemon or 
olive trees indoors.

2015
Stylish design stores 
begin decorating 
Japanese sprouting 
mud-balls (kokedamas), 
and a trend for 
terrariums arrives – 
glass bowls acting as  
microclimates for 
artfully arranged moss, 
succulents and cacti.

2016
Supersized plants and 
small exotic trees are 
the greenery of the 
moment. Thomas 
Broom, head gardener 
at Petersham Nurseries, 
cites the Virginia Blue 
Fern (Phlebodium 
Pseudoaureum) as his 
plant pick for this year.

SEZINCOTE, GLOUCESTERSHIRE

This architectural and horticultural treasure, 
completed in 1807, is an ode to India. The house is 
best described as ‘Neo-Mughal’ – think the Taj Mahal 
reimagined by Georgian England – and overlooks  
a lush Rajasthani-style garden. Laid out by landscaping 
legend Humphrey Repton, the water garden evokes 
the humid Himalayan pine forests, especially during 
British summer rainstorms. Picnic in the atmospheric 
Persian garden, which is populated by yew trees and 
surrounded by Hindu-style pavilions, stone elephants 
and a spouting snake fountain, and then stop for 
afternoon (chai) tea in the Orangery (sezincote.co.uk).

ABBEY GARDENS, TRESCO, ISLES OF SCILLY

This sub-tropical garden on the micro-climate of Tresco, one of the Isles of 
Scilly, is reached by taking the train to Penzance in Cornwall and the petite 
‘Skybus’ plane to the archipelago’s largest island, St Mary’s. Terraces house 
towering Mexican agaves, palm trees from the Canary Islands and South 
African proteas, Britain’s largest variety of fuchsia (tresco.co.uk).

VILLA DELLA PERGOLA, L IGURIA, ITALY

We will be re-tracing the footsteps of Victorian aristocrats 
this summer and making a pilgrimage to the beautiful Italian 
Riviera town Alassio, where Villa Della Pergola is now open 
for its summer season until 31 October. Designed by British 
owners and restored by a local Italian collective, the garden 
embodies a harmonious mix of the modern, tropical and 
dramatic (it was used as the backdrop for Hitchcock’s film 
The Pleasure Garden). Spring is the Wisteria pergola’s moment, 
but June and July see the extraordinary 350-variety agapanthus 
collection paint the estate purple (double rooms from £250 
per night; villadellapergola.com).

HOUSEPLANTS A POTTED HISTORY
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HIDDEN OASIS
ELLE Decoration Sweden’s editor-in-
chief Svante Öquist lives in the idyllic 
Villa Sundhal, a perfectly preserved 
example of Scandinavian Modernism
Words KATARINA MATSSON   
Photography STELLAN HERNER
Styling LO BJURULF

Exterior The house, designed by Eskil Sundahl, is a Modernist 
masterpiece and a Swedish National Heritage property

Living room The ‘Charles’ sofa, designed by Antonio Citterio for  
B&B Italia, is situated in the corner of the room facing the views 

from the panoramic window. The verdant indoor flowerbeds 
bring an element of the garden inside. For a similar pendant light 

try the ‘Rondo’ from Eglo  Stockist details on p162 ➤ 



LIVING ROOM
KITCHEN

BEDROOM

vante Öquist, editor-in-chief of the Swedish edition 
of ELLE Decoration, moved into the Modernist Villa Sundahl, 
located in Sköndal, a leafy suburb of Stockholm, in August 2014. 
The house was built in 1955 by architect Eskil Sundahl as his own 
residence, and is now listed as a National Heritage property, with 
the highest degree of protection. ‘The previous owner, who lived 
here for 33 years, was a dear friend of mine. When she passed away 
and her children were selling the house, I got the privilege to buy 
it. I’ve found home and it is truly my castle,’ Svante says. 

STEP INSIDE
There is an overwhelming sense of symmetry and proportion 
throughout the property. The entrance hall opens out to a long 
staircase, cast in a single piece of concrete, that climbs 34 steps 
(alongside the lift) up to the living area – a 75-square-metre space 
that opens out to the garden. Carefully designed angles enhance 
the light from the window, giving this room an unexpected softness. 
‘I just can’t get enough of the lines around the panoramic window 
and the fireplace,’ says Svante. ‘It’s an architectural masterpiece.’

Quality in both material and design is something Svante is 
passionate about. He combines mid-century 
Scandinavian pieces with rustic elements, 
international classics and contemporary 
additions, such as the Jonas Bohlin light 
above the staircase. The eclectic look mirrors 
Svante’s approach as an editor-in-chief. 
‘When it comes to interior design, everything 
is possible. I’m always looking for the 
unexpected, something that stands out,’ he 
says. ‘I think it’s important not to buy a style, 
but to make it your own.’ His background as 
an art director is evident in every detail of 
the house: in his hands, wall, shelf and 
furniture displays are transformed into artful 
still life compositions. 

LET’S GO OUTSIDE
During the 1950s, architect Ervil Sundahl worked closely with his 
friend, renowned landscape architect Walter Bauer, to perfect the 
home’s greenery, both outside and in. The original indoor planting, 
which still lines the perimeter walls below the picture windows 
in the living room, was designed to blur the boundaries between 
the interior and the idyllic greenery outdoors.

Much of the garden (in terms of its structure and layout) has 
been preserved as it was originally conceived. Today, it is a hidden 
gem, concealed from the neighbours by fencing and divided into 
different ‘rooms’ using trellising. There is also a forest at the rear 
populated by established oak trees. ‘Some of the original plants 
are still flourishing, such as the azaleas, including the Rhododendrons 
and one of my favourite herbaceous plants, Astrantia,’ Svante says. 
‘In terms of trees, there’s a huge ornamental Japanese cherry tree 
with red leaves, plus three different species of apple tree and  
a trained pear tree that hugs the house – all planted by Bauer.’

Svante also has a kitchen garden that produces kale, carrots, dill 
and many different varieties of lettuce. ‘Plus, we grow lots of plants 
in pots. They allow us to make our own mark on the garden,’ he 
says. ‘I love pot plants; they are easy, flexible and ideal for beginners. 
I garden every day, and in all seasons. As soon as I get home from 
work, I throw on some shorts and head outside.’ 

Portrait Homeowner Svante Öquist sits in his favourite corner of the garden
Outdoor dining area The table is made from an oak frame, topped with a slab  
of limestone from the Swedish island of Gotland. The chairs are from Fermob
Stockist details on p162

S
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Carefully designed angles enhance  
the light from the window, giving the  
living room an unexpected softness

Living room The ‘Charles’ sofa by Antonio Citterio for B&B Italia sits  
on top of a green ‘Moss’ rug by Gunilla Lagerhem-Ullberg for Kasthall.  
Vintage pieces include a tea wagon from the 1960s and an antique wooden 
settee that dates from the 19th century  Stockist details on p162 ➤



Architect and designer Arne Jacobsen (left; 
1902–1971) needs little introduction. Seen  
as a Danish national treasure and one of the  
key individuals responsible for Scandinavia’s 
Modernist movement, he produced some  
of the world’s most loved furniture designs, 
including the famous ‘Egg’ and ‘Swan’ chairs 

(both manufactured by Fritz Hansen). The ‘Bankers’ clock  
is a brilliant example of his beautifully simple design style.

One in a series of stylish timepieces, including the ‘Roman’ 
(1942), created for Aarhus City hall, and the ‘City Hall’ (1956)  
for the Rodovre City Hall, the minimal ‘Bankers’ clock was 
designed especially for the starkly Modernist grey interior  
of Jacobsen’s Danish National Bank (below) in Copenhagen,  
completed after his death in 1978. Each number on the clock  
is represented by a single line of small outlined squares  
– the position of the solid square in each line denotes the hour. 
Effortlessly elegant, the original aluminium and glass design  
has become a much sought-after collectors’ item. In 2009, 
Danish manufacturer Rosendahl acquired the rights to  
re-issue Jacobsen’s clock designs, which are all now available  
in three sizes. From £195, Skandium (skandium.com).

The imposing lobby of the Danish National Bank, designed by Arne Jacobsen, 
for which he created the minimalist ‘Bankers’ clock (top)

Above The garden at Villa 
Sundahl is concealed from  
the gaze of neighbours by fences 
and divided into zones using 
clever planting, devised by 
landscape architect Walter 
Bauer in the 1950s

The ‘Bankers’ clock by Arne Jacobsen features in 
homeowner Svante’s wall display (right). Here, we  
learn more about this timeless Scandinavian classic 

DE S IGN  DE C ODE D

W
O

RD
S:

 JA
M

ES
 W

ILL
IA

M
S 

 

98  ELLEDECORATION.CO.UK  JUNE 2016



Homeowner Svante’s collection of timepieces – including the ‘Bankers’ clock by Arne Jacobsen (see left for 
more information), available at Skandium, and designs from Muji, Georg Jensen, Braun, Alessi and Design 
House Stockholm – are displayed in a cluster. The ceramic artwork on the wall is Gamla Stan by local artist 

Lisa Larson. The ‘Charles’ ottoman from B&B Italia is used as a coffee table  Stockist details on p162 ➤

‘I arranged the cluster of 
clocks on the wall as I would 
a layout in the magazine. 
The display often changes as 
I continually add new pieces’



Library The shelves are the ‘Libri’ design by Michaël Bihain for Swedese (available from Skandium) – the one on the far right is made of ash to add an unexpected 
twist. The blue vase on the top shelf is ‘2Lips’ by Maria Kariis for Holmegaard and the ceramic cat, giraffe and zebras are by Swedish artist Lisa Larson. The metal 

trolley is from an old school canteen (for similar try Cox and Cox)  Bedroom A ‘Pilaster’ shelf  by John Kandell for Källemo and ‘L-1’ lamp by Jac Jacobsen for Luxo 
sit beside the bed, which is draped with a ‘Morse Plaid’ blanket by Astrid Olsson for Tingest  Stockist details on p162 ED



‘When it comes to interior 
design, everything is 
possible. I’m always 
looking for the unexpected,  
something that stands out’



This Danish home has a calm white, classically Scandinavian design  
enlivened by an intense pop of bright red at its heart

SIMPLY RED
Words CAMILLA ALFTHAN  Photography BIRGITTA WOLFGANG DREJER

Living room Le Corbusier’s ‘LC2’ sofa and armchairs for Cassina are arranged 
with two ‘LCM’ chairs by Charles and Ray Eames for Herman Miller. The rug is by 

Irish artist Eileen Gray and the coffee table is by Gae Aulenti for Fontana Arte
Dining room Arne Jacobsen’s iconic ‘Ant’ chairs for Fritz Hansen gather around 
a table by Charles and Ray Eames (available from Iconic Interiors in the UK). The 

French chandelier is from a local antiques shop  Stockist details on p162 ➤





anish painter Bent Holstein has lived in this 19th-century top-floor 
apartment in the heart of Copenhagen with his Finnish wife, Mekki, for the past 
30 years. The couple originally moved to this spot to join the building’s creative 
community – they knew of several other artists who lived here. Upon moving in, 
they immediately painted the walls white and stained the original wood floor to 
create a minimalist, gallery-like space befitting of artists in residence. Even the 
windowsills were removed, as they were deemed unaesthetic, and replaced with 
shelves above the radiators to display curated clusters of objets d’art. ‘Art is a 
great way to express yourself, but we try to keep our home simple by constantly 
clearing out and throwing things away,’ says Bent. ‘I sometimes feel that a black 
bin bag is one of man’s best inventions.’

This monochromatic simplicity, however, is interrupted by a shot of vivid 
colour in the entrance hall. ‘I call it English red. It’s a red/ochre pigment in three 
shades that I mixed with an acrylic binder,’ Bent says. ‘The hallway was dark to 
begin with, so we decided to make it even darker. The red colour absorbs the light 
and works really well with the old paintings, which we’ve hung in the traditional 
style, in groups. The overall effect is a historic feeling that reflects the architecture 
of the building, and we like the 
idea that the white living space 
beyond is so unexpected.’

Bent paints for up to seven hours 
a day in his attic studio, and his 
work is displayed throughout the 
apartment. In the living room, his 
abstract paintings are carefully 
arranged alongside drawings  
and prints (a collection of his own 
work and that of other artists). 
The couple’s friend, Danish 
sculptor Peter Bonnén, created 
the cubistic figures which are 
displayed on the floor. There’s also an orange painting by Danish 
artist Freddie A Lerche that is a treasured piece. ‘We’ve had it for 
forty years and still enjoy looking at it,’ Bent says.

Tasteful arrangements of furniture complement the artworks. The 
chaise longue by Le Corbusier, upholstered in its original leather, 
has been in the couple’s home for decades and creates a restful corner 
where they can recline and contemplate. Set against the white floors, 
it becomes a sculpture in its own right. The same can be said for the 
black-and-white rug by Irish artist Eileen Gray. ‘The most important 
thing, however, is what the pieces express, rather than who the 
designer is,’ says Bent. ‘And that we have a few great things that we 
can keep for many years.’ Bent’s work will be exhibited at the Blackshed 
Gallery in East Sussex from 27 May 
(theblackshedgallery.org.uk; 
gallerikant.dk).

‘The red walls 
work well with  
our old paintings. 
They create a 
historic feeling 
that reflects the 
architecture of 
the building’

D

Top Homeowners Danish painter Bent Holstein and his wife Mekki
Above and left The red lacquered cabinet, which brings a touch of the 
hallway’s colour scheme into the dining room, is from Habitat and the 
picture hanging above it is by Spanish artist Antoni Tàpies. The ceramics  
are by Danish artist Bodil Manz  Stockist details on p162
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Hallway Three red pigments were mixed by hand to achieve this shade, which Bent 
applied in layers to create an intensity of colour. The walls are adorned with old paintings 

that include a Rembrandt and a piece by Bent’s great grandfather ➤



T H E  P A I N T E R ’ S  P A L E T T E
This apartment’s interior is defined by the contrast of two colours. 
Here, Bent Holstein explains his scheme in more detail
WHITE 
Painting walls white is a Scandinavian tradition, as it illuminates a room 
during the long winter days. Enhancing the light in a home is very important 
in this country, as it’s dark outside for six months of the year. The white 
surroundings also create a blank canvas for our art. The design of each room  
is shaped by our artworks – not the other way around. 

RED 
I mixed the vibrant shade in the entrance hall from artists’ pigment, and 
painted the walls in layers to build up an intensity of colour [Myland’s ‘Arts 
Club’ is a close match; mylands.co.uk]. The colour is quite traditional, as is  
the art that decorates the walls. To help the transition from bright red to white, 
we used pieces of furniture that pick out similar hues – for example, the cabinet 
in the minimalist dining room adds a small, complementary splash of red.

Studio Artist Bent is currently working on this canvas, an 
impression from the Cayman Islands, in his attic studio. The 
figures on the shelves were collected on various trips around 
the world. For similar enamelled pendant lighting, try Urban 
Cottage Industries  Stockist details on p162
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Bedroom The floor light beside the bed is by Serge Mouille  (available from Jas Boutique 
in the UK). The metal chair is from By Lassen. A ‘Parentesi’ spotlight by Achille 

Castiglioni and Pio Manzu for Flos hangs next to a small artwork by Marika Mäkala. The 
large canvas is an abstract painting by the homeowner  Stockist details on p162 ED



Perfectly balancing traditional Middle Eastern designs and modern 



pieces, this Milanese apartment has an international elegance

Words TRISH LORENZ  Photography FABRIZIO CICCONI/LIVING INSIDE  Styling FRANCESCA DAVOLI

Living room Two rugs that the 
homeowner picked up on his travels 

– one Persian, one Berber –  cover the 
floors. The two cane chairs and  

the black-and-white striped urn are 
all from Morocco. The coffee table is 

from India (it was originally a seat on 
the back of an elephant). The sofa is  
a bespoke design by FNA Interiors. 

The brass spiral in the corner is a piece 
by Italian artist Angela Ardisson 

Stockist details on p162 ➤





LIVING ROOM

DINING
ROOM

KITCHEN

BEDROOM

BEDROOM

ust a short stroll from the centre of Milan 
stands Piazzale Giulio Cesare, a large historic square 
adorned with fountains. It’s here that Antonio Pace,  
a trader, and his partner, interior designer Barbarella 
Marchesi, live in their light-filled 250-square-metre 
apartment, set within a new building designed by the late 
Iraqi-British architect Zaha Hadid. 

Hadid’s design is as striking as one might expect, with 
a gently curved exterior of bright white concrete and 
wood panelling, and ribbon-like balconies. The couple 
moved in last summer and chose the location because 
Antonio has family here – his mother lives in a more 
traditional apartment block just across the square. 

He commissioned interior architect Francesca Neri 
to help him create his stylish and subtly masculine home. 
Natural tones – blues, greens and ochre – dominate, along 
with accents of copper, brass, wood and stone. These are 
mixed with objects gathered from around the world:  
a coffee table from India, an antique lantern and vintage 
cane chairs from Morocco. ‘I travel often and like to bring 
small pieces of the most important places I’ve visited 
into my home,’ says Antonio. The Middle East and Africa 
are major influences. He’s visited Lebanon, Iran, Syria 
and Morocco, and has brought back many finds that reflect his passion for 
the culture of those regions, from indigo-dyed Moroccan cushions  
to the Persian rugs that cover the living room floor.

Antonio’s global treasures are mixed with sleek, contemporary pieces, 
including lights by Tom Dixon, Cole & Son wallpaper and dining chairs by 
Lyon Béton (a French brand specialising in concrete furniture). Rather than 

feeling overtly bohemian, the resulting scheme is 
modern, elegant and distinctive. Works by American 
photographer Bruce Davidson and Hungarian  
war photographer Robert Capa line the walls, along 
with large bookshelves. ‘I have a library of somewhere 
between 800 and 1,000 books,’ Antonio estimates. His 
favourite item of furniture is an old brown chaise 
longue that he inherited from his father. ‘I spent a lot 
of time talking to him about my life in that chair, so it 
has strong memories,’ he says.

‘The apartment’s two balconies offer uninterrupted 
views of the city and the sky, so I can watch the sunrise 
from my bedroom and the sunset from the terrace,’ 
says Antonio. ‘With this apartment I wanted to create 
a place where you can relax, unwind and separate from 
the rest of the world.’  fnafrancescaneri.com

‘I travel often and  
like to bring small  
pieces of the most 
important places I’ve 
visited into my home’

Living room Homeowner Antonio Pace sits on his bespoke sofa 
by FNA Interiors. Above hangs a vintage brass candelabra (try  
1st Dibs for similar). The walls are painted a soft taupe colour – 
‘Peignoir’ by Farrow & Ball is a good match – and the woodwork 
of the bookshelves is finished using paint by Sikkens
Stockist details on p162 ➤
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Dining room The wooden tabletop was handmade in Belgium from Italian walnut, 
while its steel frame and the chairs that surround it were made by French concrete 
specialist Lyon Bréton. The rug is from Morocco (try Moroccan Bazaar in the UK). The 
‘Lustre’ pendant lights are by Tom Dixon. The black-and-white picture of a girl with a 
football is by Italian photographer Letizia Battaglia  Stockist details on p162 ➤

T R E A S U R E  H U N T I N G  I N  T H E  M I D D L E  E A S T
Homeowner Antonio Pace helps us navigate the markets
Where to explore I love the Middle East and Africa, and travel there  
as often as possible to pick up new pieces. Lebanon is my favourite 
place, but the Maghreb [northwest Africa] is fascinating, too. 
What to look for Textiles, urns and unique items of furniture, such  
as the vintage cane chairs in my living room. I like the difference 
between things such as rugs that you can buy from the nomadic tribes  
of the Maghreb and furniture from places with more settled cultures.
How to get it home I use private couriers. There are a couple of people 
that I ship from once or twice a year. Even so, this is always a big 
negotiation, especially in the Middle East. In Marrakesh, we have  
a good friend, Mustapha Blaoui (mustaphablaoui.com), who explains  
the history of the region and the origin of every piece before we buy.
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Kitchen The circular table is by Draga Obradovic and the  
chairs are by Lyon Bréton. The Poliform Varenna kitchen  
has an induction hob that sits flush with the worktop – try 
Küppersbusch’s ‘Honeycomb’. For stools similar to the ones by 
the breakfast bar, try Rose & Grey  Stockist details on p162 ➤
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Bedroom Cushions from Morocco decorate the bed – try Tinsmiths’ 
‘Dye Stripe Indigo’ for similar. The lights, attached to a bespoke shelving 
unit by FNA Interiors, are by Lampe Gras for DCW Éditions. The storage 
baskets were bought in New York  Stockist details on p162 ED

Natural accents  
of wood, brass and 
rattan are mixed with  
global treasures to 
create a scheme that 
is subtly masculine





Photography ADRIAN BRISCOE  Styling ALEX KRISTAL

The woven furnishings in Antonio Pace’s 
Milan home prove that rattan furniture 
isn’t just for outdoors. Transform your  
living space with this must-have material



From left ‘Jungle JUA103’ banana bark mosaic wallcovering, £105 per metre, Brian Yates (brian-yates.co.uk). ‘Leaf’ seagrass side table by Frank Ligthart for 
Dedon, £438, Leisure Plan (leisureplan.co.uk). Rattan basket, £39.99, Zara Home (zarahome.com). ‘Black Palms’ braided water hyacinth rush screen, £5,400,  
Ralph Lauren Home (ralphlaurenhome.com). ‘Wicker’ cabinet by Chudy and Grase, £1,800, Mint (mintshop.co.uk). ‘Nest’ hemp weave rug, £200; ‘Zinnia’  
circular hemp rug, £350, both by Armadillo & Co, Northwood (northwoodhome.co.uk). ‘Straw’ sideboard, approx £1,110, Colonel (moncolonel.fr). ‘Erika’ metal  
leaf centrepiece, £806, Armani/Casa (armanicasa.com). ‘Palma’ side table, approx £110, Tine K (tinekhome.com). ‘Umut 2’ rattan pendant light by Nelson 
Sepulveda, approx £315, Ay Illuminate (ayilluminate.com). ‘Lehnstuhl’ woven cane and beech wood chair by Nigel Coates for Gebrüder Thonet Vienna, £2,187, 
Poltrona Frau Group showroom (gebruderthonetvienna.com). ‘Nomad’ woven water lily leaves wallpaper, £125 per metre, Urbane Living (urbaneliving.co.uk). 
Bamboo basket, £120 for a set of three, Kelly Hoppen (kellyhoppen.com). ‘Sinnerlig’ bamboo pendant light, £40, Ikea (ikea.co.uk). ‘Empty Vessel’, price upon 
commission, Annemarie O’Sullivan (annemarieosullivan.co.uk). ‘Smooth’ clay plaster topcoat in ‘Storm’, £20 per square metre, Clay Works (clay-works.com) EDPH
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R U R A L 
W E L C O M E

Words KATRINE MARTENSEN-LARSEN Photography MIKKEL ADSBØL/HOUSE OF PICTURES

The owners of this new-build barn selected  
a dreamy palette of soft blue, shiny brass and  

pale wood to create a calming country home



ired of city life and longing to get closer to nature, Danish 
photographer Mikkel Adsbøl and his wife Mette decided that the time was 
right to abandon their urban existence and seek out a quiet rural spot in 
which to build their dream home. ‘It wasn’t enough just to visit the countryside 
for a weekend,’ say Mikkel and Mette. ‘We wanted to be there full time.  
We wanted our children – Karl (three) and August (seven) – to grow up 
surrounded by open spaces and views of the fields.’ 

The couple spent three years searching for the perfect property, but to 
no avail. ‘We never thought that we were going to build or live in a new 
house,’ admits Mikkel, ‘but we just couldn’t find anything that met all of 
our requirements, which included a good school for the boys and a forest 
location with a view of the water.’ The plot that they eventually settled on 
spans four acres of land in North 
Zealand. Here they built their 
235-square-metre whitewashed 
home, taking design inspiration 
from an old barn that they had 
fallen in love with years earlier.

Inside, the house features high 
ceilings and a dramatic beamed 
construction. The building ’s 
modern, clean lines are offset by 
a calming palette of pale blues 
and soft pinks – the perfect 
backdrop for Mikkel and Mette’s 
immaculately curated collection 
of classic Danish designs by the 
likes of Ole Wanscher, Frits 
Henningsen and Hans J Wegner. 

 To take a peek inside  
more idyllic countryside 
houses, pick up the latest  
edition of ELLE Decoration 
Country, our collection of the 
most beautiful rural homes  
in the world. On sale 19 May 
(elledecoration.co.uk/country)

MOODBOARD 
Building their dream 

house from scratch meant 
that Mikkel and Mette 
could hand-pick every  
bit of the interior, from 

colours to materials

A muted Scandinavian 
palette of pale blue and  
blush pink paints
Blue velvet upholstery 
Dark navy curtains 
Brass details and lighting
Oiled ash floorboards
Smoked oak kitchen 
cabinets and island
Black leather furniture
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‘WE WANTED OUR CHILDREN TO GROW 
UP SURROUNDED BY OPEN SPACES 

AND VIEWS OF THE FIELDS’ 

Portrait Homeowners Mikkel and Mette in the garden of their 
lakeside home with their two sons, Karl and August

Living area A Meridiani sofa is teamed with a ‘Heritage’ 
armchair by Frits Henningsen and oak coffee table designed  

by Hans J Wegner for Carl Hansen & Søn. The rug is  
by The Apartment  Stockist details on p162 ➤





Dining area The  table is from Koch Kitchens and the chairs include a mix of  the 
‘Series 7’ by Arne Jacobsen for Fritz Hansen and ‘CH33’ by Hans J Wegner for 
Carl Hansen & Søn. The pendant light is a bespoke design by the homeowners 

Kitchen The sleek units with their smoked oak finish were designed by 
Copenhagen-based Møbelsnedkeri. The brass light is a piece by Claus CPH 

Stockist details on p162 ➤

‘THE DESIGN  
OF THIS NEW-
BUILD HOME 
WAS INSPIRED 
BY A CHARMING 
LOCAL BARN’ 



Ole Wanscher (1903–1985) was a true Danish craftsman. An 
architect and professor with a gift for producing elegant furniture, 
he studied at the Royal Danish Academy of Fine Arts under design 
maestro Kaare Klint. Like Klint, Wanscher was fascinated by the 
aesthetics of cultures beyond his native country, as well as 
historical styles, such as 18th-century English furniture (an era 
when handcrafted pieces were all the rage). The ‘OW150’ daybed 
(1949), which has a leather mattress that appears to float on top  

of a simple oak frame, was influenced by the furniture of Ancient Egypt and Greece. 
One of a collection of designs that reference Wanscher’s travels – time spent in Egypt 
led him to create the ‘OW2000’ Egyptian stool, a folding chair with a leather seat, and 
the ‘OW149’ colonial chair – the ‘OW150’ daybed remains as relevant today as it was 
almost 70 years ago. It’s now produced by Carl Hansen & Søn in black or caramel-
coloured leather. From £2,179, Twentytwentyone (twentytwentyone.com).

Even in a home filled with iconic Scandinavian furniture, the ‘OW150’ daybed 
by Ole Wanscher catches the eye. Here, we discover its exotic inspiration

D E S I G N  D E C O D E D

Behind the ‘OW150’ daybed is a large iron-framed mirror and 
brass wall lights by Tine K. The rug was purchased in Marrakesh 
(try Larusi for similar). The colour on the walls is ‘Bagdad Grey’ 
by Danish paint company Flügger  Stockist details on p162 ➤
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Hallway An impala head, found in South Africa and decorated by  
the homeowners’ friend, Danish artist Morten Angelo, hangs above  
a small console table and candlesticks – both  inherited pieces. The 
large Buddha on the floor was found in Bali, as were the clay masks 
that are arranged on the wall in the corridor (opposite) ➤



THE HOME’S MODERN, CLEAN LINES 
ARE OFFSET BY A CALMING PALETTE  

OF PALE BLUE AND SOFT PINK

Bedroom The wall is painted in ‘Bagdad Grey’ by Danish paint brand Flügger – the same  
colour as the main living area – with the details of the wardrobe picked out using ‘Granite Grey’. 

The brass ceiling and bedside lamps add glamour (try Industville for similar in the UK)
Bathroom Dusky pink ‘Starling’ paint by Flügger is paired with Bestlite ‘BL7’ wall lights  

(try Viaduct), an antique mirror and Vola taps. The Jura Grey tiles on the floor are  
sourced from Germany (try Mandarin Stone) and the countertops are from Made  
a Mano. The granite basins were shipped from Bali  Stockist details on p162 ED





Living area The ‘236-3’ sofa  
by Hans Wegner for Getama  
(available at Twentytwentyone)  
faces the French windows that 
overlook the city. The patterned  
rug is from a store in Madrid  
(find similar at The Mexican Rug 
Company). A vintage table serves  
as a desk, teamed with a ‘DKR’ 
chair by Charles and Ray Eames  
for Vitra. For a similar black task 
light try Christian Dell’s ‘Kaiser 
Idell Luxus 6631’ – new versions 
available at The Conran Shop
Stockist details on p162 ➤



Home to Spanish artist Luis Urculo, this sunny apartment is filled with cheerful 
fabrics and rugs, mid-century furniture and modern artworks

Words HANNAH BOOTH Photography HELENIO BARBETTA/LIVING INSIDE

S P I R I T  O F  T H E  F I E S TA





panish artist Luis Urculo has exhibited his work 
everywhere from the Venice Biennale to the New York Met and 
spends much of his time in Mexico City, where it is cheaper for him 
to produce his art, but this eclectic, light-filled apartment in the 
centre of Madrid is where his heart lies. The property was bought 
by Luis’s grandparents in the 1970s, and later rented to the American 
Embassy to house its diplomats. ‘I like to think that these walls have 
overheard some great stories,’ he says. After two decades, the embassy 
vacated and Luis made his grandparents an offer: in exchange for 
low rent, he would live in the property and renovate it. 

He used the space as a studio for years before tackling the 
‘exhausting renovations’, which included stripping away plastic 
flooring by hand to reveal the traditional tiled floor in the former 
kitchen, now a bedroom. ‘It’s a very old apartment, so one of my 
main aims was not to make it look new,’ says Luis. ‘I kept the 
original doors and mouldings, and where these details were 
missing, I recreated them faithfully.’ Luis had a clear vision for 
his new home. ‘My idea was to create more intimate rooms the 

deeper you go into the house,’ he says. His favourite space is the 
vast open-plan living room and kitchen – ‘a whole day can go by 
and I don’t leave it’. It’s here that Luis entertains his friends and 
family, and where he relaxes in the sunshine on his daybed,  
a classic by Danish designer Børge Mogensen. 

White walls and elegant parquet floors are a suitable backdrop 
for Luis’s collection of bright handwoven rugs and mid-century 
furniture. The apartment is thoughtfully enlivened by colour, 
decorated with artworks and objects picked up in thrift stores – 
from Mexican masks to Brazilian voodoo dolls and ceramics. The 
latter are a passion: ‘I travel a lot, and whenever I’m in Japan  
I always pick up more,’ says Luis. Another obsession is books; the 
apartment is filled with them, placed on shelves, stacked ceiling-
high in the library and arranged in wonky piles in the bedroom.

During Luis’s absences, friends and relatives stay (and take care 
of ) his colourful home. ‘I feel very lucky being able to live here 
and in Mexico,’ he says. ‘I often travel, but this is always the place 
where I return to kick back a little. It’s a nice life.’ luisurculo.com

S

Dining room The solid wooden table was made by homeowner Luis (top right). The wire chairs are by Harry Bertoia for Knoll and the plastic ones by Charles and Ray 
Eames for Vitra. The pendant light is by Louis Poulsen (try Skandium)  Kitchen Pale-wood units (try Ikea for similar) and white metro tiles (Fired Earth sells  

a selection) give this space a fresh feel. The black object on the wall was left by an art moving company. Cabbage leaf ceramics (available from SCP) sit on the vintage 
worktable, which is paired with a velvet upholstered secondhand dining chair Stockist details on p162 ➤
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Entrance A vintage 1950s cabinet sits at the end of the hall (try Danish Homestore for similar), with a blue-and-white striped Moroccan rug leading up to it. Toy 
rifles, made by Luis’s grandfather using old brooms, are mounted on the wall  Living room This open-plan space connects to the kitchen and dining areas. A simple 
tripod lamp stands in the corner (find similar at Habitat) beside a vintage daybed by Børge Mogensen (try Danish Design Store in the UK). The rest of the seating is 
an eclectic mix: a ‘DKR’ wire chair by Charles and Ray Eames for Vitra, a wire chair by Harry Bertoia and a pair of striped Portuguese fisherman’s stools (Ikea sells 

similar). The coffee table is a classic Ercol design from the 1950s. Try West Elm for a good selection of bold, patterned rugs  Stockist details on p162 ➤

THE APARTMENT IS THOUGHTFULLY ENLIVENED BY 
COLOUR AND DECORATED WITH BRIGHT HANDWOVEN 

RUGS, MODERN ART AND THRIFT STORE FINDS
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S E C R E T  A D D R E S S  B O O K
From Madrid to Mexico City, we discover where Luis  
Urculo uncovers the finds that make his home unique
Do Design A lovely selection of vintage and new pieces, 
alongside clothes and a small gallery. The store collaborates  
with emerging artists and designers who share its vision  
(Calle Fernando VI, 13, 28004 Madrid; dodesign.es).
El Medio Punto I buy all of my rugs here; it’s in the small town 
of La Granja in Segovia, just north of Madrid. The owner sources 
beautiful Persian and Anatolian rugs and kilims (Plaza España,  
9 San Ildefonso, Segovia 40100; elmediopunto.com).
Mercado Ciudadela This market showcases Mexican crafts, 
including amazing fabrics, rugs and blankets (Avenida Balderas  
y Plaza de la Ciudadela, Mexico; laciudadela.com.mx).
Mercado Lagunilla Market A traditional Sunday flea market  
in Mexico City, where you can find big pieces of furniture and tiny 
treasures (La Lagunilla, Ciudad de México, D.F., Mexico). 

Bedroom The tiled floor in this room (originally the kitchen), was uncovered by homeowner Luis, who also found the Danish mid-century chair in a thrift  
shop in Porto, Portugal – for similar try Lovely & Co. The stool is a vintage find, as is the floor light (try Skinflint Design for reclaimed industrial-style lighting)   

Bathroom The plain white tiles on the wall and the simple furnishings allow the colourful graphic pattern of the tiled floor to really pop.  
British specialist Encaustic Tiles sells similar designs  Stockist details on p162 ED

LUIS STRIPPED AWAY 
DATED PLASTIC FLOORING 
BY HAND TO REVEAL THE 
BEAUTIFUL ORIGINAL TILES 
IN THE BEDROOM
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4

THE FLOOR SHOW
Inspired by the kaleidoscope of kilims in Luis 
Urculo’s apartment in Madrid, here’s our pick of 
bold and beautiful alternatives to buy right now

Photography BEN ANDERS Styling AMANDA SMITH-CORSTON

1

2



8

9

5

6

7

1 ‘Mélange Color 1’ four-colour kilim, £15,624; 2 Mélange Pattern 1’ diamond-print kilim, £735, both by Sybilla for Nanimarquina,  
Coexistence (coexistence.co.uk)  3 Red marble side table, £249, Ferm Living (fermliving.com)  4 ‘Triangles’ kilim, £795, The Conran Shop 
(conranshop.co.uk)  5 ‘Rosemary’ striped kilim by Lisbet Fris, £349, Fabula Living (fabula-living.dk)  6 ‘Serve’ table by Wrong for Hay, from 
£135, Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk). ‘Wirkkala’ glass vase by Iittala, £189, SCP (scp.co.uk). Mug by Hasami Porcelain, £25, Modern Society 
(themodernsociety.com)  7 ‘Ming’ chair by Rossana Hu and Lyndon Neri, £245, Stellar Works (stellarworks.com)  8 ‘Mini Flag’ rug by Thomas 
Sandell for Asplund, £327, Twentytwentyone (twentytwentyone.com)  9 ‘Tile’ blue and white rug by Linie Design, £240, Heal’s (heals.com)   ED



Garden ‘Pipe’ chairs by Philippe Starck for 
Driade surround the wooden table

Living area A ‘Feel Good’ sofa by Antonio 
Citterio for Flexform, ‘Butterfly’ chair by Jorge  

Ferrari-Hardoy and Antonio  Bonet and two 
stools – the  black one is the ‘Flip Around’ by 

Menu (try Skandium in the UK) – surround the  
‘Giro’ coffee table by Anna DeplanÒ for Zanotta

Stockist details on p162 ➤



C H A N G I N G  T I D E S

Words JO FROUDE

            Styling HÉLÈNE WAGN

                        Photography BIRGITTA WOLFGANG/SISTERS AGENCY

The move to this quiet seaside cottage inspired owner Hélène Wagn  

to embrace the colours and textures of the Danish coastline



ood writer Hélène Wagn moved from central Copenhagen to the coastal 
town of Skovshoved on the Øresund Strait with her son Lauritz four years 
ago. It was a radical change that saw the pair swap a city apartment for  
a tranquil fisherman’s cottage by the sea. Built in 1918, their coastal abode 

is a modest 114 square metres in size, but opens out to a charming courtyard that 
lends the interior its airy aspect. Trees and potted plants peek through glazed 
doors, adding accents of verdant colour to the living space.

The decor is deliberately pared-back but conveys warmth through roughly 
hewn woods and natural materials, which are layered over the white backdrop. 
An array of artworks catch the eye against the crisp plaster walls, while simple 
benches and shelves made from sawn timber complement the smooth waxed oak 
floorboards. ‘I’ve always loved nature,’ says Hélène, who cites the woodlands and 
seascape that surround the cottage as her inspiration for the interior. 

She rearranged the layout to improve the flow; relocating the front door to 
create a more secluded garden outside and removing internal walls to make way 
for open-plan living inside. As a professional foodie, she spends much of her time 
testing new recipes, so she designed the kitchen to be the hub of the house. It is 
separated from the living area by a built-in fireplace and features units arranged 
galley style and topped by a six-metre-long worktop made from dark grey concrete. 
Her speciality is French cuisine, but rather than the traditional clusters of 
enamelware and suspended copper pans typical of classic Gallic kitchens, Hélène 

opted for concealed storage. The only nod to display 
is the driftwood shelf that punctures the minimal 
space – preventing it from feeling too sterile – and 
showcases a curated collection of Danish ceramics. 
‘When I was younger I thought ceramics were really 
old fashioned, but now I think these colours and 
materials are very beautiful,’ she explains.

Hélène’s furnishings complement rather than 
conflict with her neutral, coastal palette. Painted in 
sun-bleached greys and turquoise, the Buddha statue 
brings out the richer tones of the oak flooring; and  
a cello – once owned by her grandfather – is propped 
casually in one corner of the room, introducing another 
warm accent of wood in sinuous form. Overall, the 
combination of cool tones and rustic texture conveys 
a modest kind of modernity, and evokes an air of calm 
that is fitting for the family’s new life by the sea.

F

Dining area The pendant light is by David Trubridge  
and the table by woodworker Andrea Brugi. Around it the  
selection of chairs include the ‘DWR’ by Charles and Ray 
Eames for Vitra, a black ‘Seconda’ chair by architect Mario 
Botta for Alias, and two white ‘Flow’ chairs by Jean-Marie 
Massaud for MDF Italia (available from Viaduct)  
Portrait Homeowner Hélène Wagn, who bought this  
tall Buddha at a local vintage store
Stockist details on p162 ➤
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Kitchen The contemporary concrete fireplace visually 
separates this space from the dining area. Galley-style units 
are topped by a six-metre-long concrete worktop (it’s so large 
that it had to be brought into the house in two pieces). On top  
of the driftwood shelf by Danish artist Per Schandorff sits  
a collection of ceramics by designer Annemette Kissow ➤
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‘THE DRIFTW
OOD SHELF IN

 THE KITCHEN IS MY FAVOURITE DETAIL  

 
IN THE HOUSE. IT W

AS MADE BY MY FRIEND, ARTIST PER SCHANDORFF.  

HE TRAVELS ACROSS DENMARK LOOKING FOR SUITABLE DRIFTW
OOD’



M Y  C O A S T
I love the Danish coast. When I was a child  
I lived beside the sea; it was ever-present in  
my life. I still walk to the harbour most days.
My neighbourhood is trendy and surrounded  
by woodland. The house is also just nine  
kilometres from Copenhagen, so when I have  
work in the city I can cycle there in half an hour.
We shop at Torvehallerne, a market in the  
centre of Copenhagen that sells meat and 
vegetables. There are so many great restaurants  
as well. Geranium has an open kitchen and 
panoramic views of the capital (geranium.dk). 
I miss my courtyard when we are away from  
the house. In the summer it is bliss – I sit out  
there from morning until late in the evening. 
The driftwood shelf in the kitchen is my 
favourite detail. It was made by my friend,  
artist Per Schandorff. He travels across  
Denmark looking for suitable driftwood.
I love to sit in my black ‘Butterfly’ chair.  
I often push it in front of the patio doors so  
that I can take in the sun – even in winter.

Bathroom Leading out to the courtyard and the handy 
outdoor sink, this space features a bespoke vanity unit made 
from reclaimed wood. A zinc top protects the piece from  
water damage. The basin is made of granite (try Aston 
Matthews for similar in the UK) Stockist details on p162 ED
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I F  YOU  V I S I T  ON E  E X H I BI T ION  T H I S  MON T H . . .
‘I CANNOT STAY AWAY FROM COLOUR!’ Rosita Missoni, queen of Italian fashion house Missoni, once said. A new 
exhibition at London’s Fashion and Textile Museum celebrates the kaleidoscopic sources of inspiration that she and her 
daughter Angela (the brand’s creative director) draw on when designing their iconic chevron knits. Art historian Luciano 

Caramel, together with Woolmark, Missoni Archive director Luca Missoni and the MA*GA museum, has put together  
a joyous technicolour show. Expect to see modern art alongside a selection of Missoni fashion looks from 1958 to today, 
previously unseen textile studies, and paintings by Rosita’s late husband Ottavio. 6 May–4 September (ftmlondon.org).
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PAST, PENGUIN, FUTURE
This month, delight in a love story between design and books that began  
in 1939, when Austrian designer Egon Riss created a bookcase for forward-
thinking British furniture brand Isokon. Riss’ ‘Penguin Donkey’ was 
specifically designed to house Penguin paperbacks, and proved so popular 
that 20 years later Ernest Race created an updated version, the ‘Penguin 
Donkey Mark II’ (from £595, Skandium; skandium.com). Now, Penguin  
is reissuing 20 of its Penguin Classics titles in the small format that the  
unit was designed for. Printed in bright hues that echo the original’s colours 
(orange for fiction, blue for biography), the selection includes Guy de 
Maupassant’s A Parisian Affair and Joseph Conrad’s The Secret Agent.

Serendipitously, Magnus Englund, co-owner of Skandium, now lives  
in the Grade-I listed Isokon building in Hampstead (above), the white 
Modernist landmark that was originally home to Isokon founders Jack  
and Molly Pritchard. An exhibition on the 
building’s ground floor is devoted to the 
penguin in all its forms, including the books, 
the ‘Penguin Donkey’ and Berthold 
Lubetkin’s Penguin Pool at London Zoo; 
there are even penguin-related artefacts and  
a display of Penguin publishing merchandise 
(until October; isokongallery.co.uk; books 
from £5.99; penguin.co.uk).

THREE OF THE BEST  
BR IT ISH WEEKEND FA IRS

Spring festivals perfect for crafters, 
bookworms and antiques hunters

CONTEMPORARY CRAFT FESTIVAL 
Over 200 designer-makers will exhibit  
at this Devon festival. Highlights include 
Rebecca Callis’ porcelain tableware and  
a woodworking demonstration by 
Ambrose Vevers. 10–12 June, admission 
£9 per day (craftsatboveytracey.co.uk).

HAY FESTIVAL Once more the sleepy 
valley of Hay-on-Wye will hum with wit, 
conversation and intellectual insights. 
Expect appearances from Germaine Greer, 
comedian Dara Ó Briain and Hitchcock film 
heroine Tippi Hedren. 26 May–5 June, 
event tickets from £10 (hayfestival.com).

M U S E U M S  A T 
M I D N I G H T
Historic spaces across the UK 
will host gigs, sleepovers, 
torch-lit tours and movie 
screenings this month for the 
Museums at Night Festival. 
Our pick of the nocturnal 
adventures includes exploring 
Grade I-listed 17 Gough 
Square ( left) before a late-
night glass of wine in the 
withdrawing room; a kid-
friendly astronomy lesson at 
The Museum of Somerset; 
and candlemaking at Chiltern 
Open Air Museum. 11–14 
May (museumsatnight.org.uk).

SALVO FAIR The world’s largest 
architectural antiques and salvage fair at 
Henley-on-Thames, Oxfordshire. Wares 
range from decorative light switches to 
the balustrade of a London bridge – and 
everything is up for sale. 18–19 June,  
free admission (salvo-fair.com). 
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HOT WHEELS 
Tucked away in Clerkenwell, London’s Amwell Street makes the 
perfect base for new bicycle brand Freddie Grubb – its owners 
picked the quiet, leafy avenue because of its suitability for 
road-testing its creations. Co-founders Jack Pattison and 
Malcolm Harding, two twenty-something Londoners with design 
backgrounds, strive to produce timeless, handmade bicycles that 
will last a lifetime. They named their company after British 
road-racing cyclist FH Grubb, who won a silver medal in the 1912 
Olympics and had his own bicycle business in Brixton.

The stylish new shop is furnished with tan leather chairs by 
mid-century designer Paulo Mendes de Rocha, which are on sale 
alongside leather goods, minimalist watches by Scottish brand 
Instrmnt, and sleek speakers by Vifa. But of course, the bikes are 
the main reason to visit! Choose from four custom-made saddle 
and handlebar leathers, and eight subtle bodywork colours (you 
can also have a bespoke shade made). All four models cost £799; 
buy a bicycle as a gift and the recipient will get a shiny metal bell 
in a box – no plastic vouchers here (freddiegrubb.com).

BOOK SMARTS
While the convenience of shopping online is undeniable, 
a trip to a bookshop remains a joy. Here are two ways 
that you can support local literary stores this month

1 The new edition of The London Bookshop Map is out now:  
a splendid fold-out chart of the capital, its grey Cyclus paper is as 

old-fashioned as its graphics are cutting-edge. Founded and edited 
by Louise O’Hare, the not-for-profit project features 116 shops, from 
a store aboard a barge to Treadwell’s in Bloomsbury, which specialises 
in occult literature. Available in participating shops and online for  
a recommended donation of £3 (thelondonbookshopmap.org).

2 Libreria is a new printing press and bookshop in Spitalfields 
masterminded by the founders of east London shared workspace 

Second Home. ‘One of the joys of physical book buying is having an 
experience unimpaired by algorithmic recommendations,’ says co-founder 
Rohan Silva. The store’s design, by Spanish architectural practice Selgas 
Cano (creators of last year’s Serpentine Pavilion), was inspired by Jorge 
Borges’ short story The Library of Babel. Single sections of the beautiful 
bookshelves will be guest-curated – to start with, writer Jeanette 
Winterson and sculptor Richard Wentworth have picked their favourite 
titles. 65 Hanbury Street, London E1 (secondhome.io).

Explore now Across London blue roundels sit discreetly on the façades of seemingly unremarkable 
townhouses, like head boys’ badges. The ‘blue plaque scheme’ was founded by the Society of Arts 
in 1866, making this its 150th year. Honour the initiative by visiting the homes of eminent design 
figures: William Morris’s Red House in Bexley; Old Court House, where Sir Christopher Wren 
planned St Paul’s Cathedral, or the Harrow abode of Sir Ambrose Heal (english-heritage.org.uk).
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NATURALLY CHIC
Treating yourself to lunch out no longer means eschewing 
the clean-eating philosophy. Now, as well as blogs, 
cookbooks and bespoke home-delivery services, there are 
beautiful bricks-and-mortar eateries purveying the 
super-healthy lifestyle. Green queen Ella Woodward has 
opened Mae Deli (top right) on a quiet street in London’s 
Marylebone with her husband-to-be Matthew (Mae is  
a combination of their names). Vegan breakfasts and fresh 
lunches are often served by Woodward herself, who remains 
hands-on in her expanding empire (themaedeli.com). 

Juice-lovers should head to SHOT (top) in east London 
for cold-pressed juices. Designed by architecture firm 
Wilson Holloway and fitted with slick tiles and fluorescent 
signage, the bijou bar was founded by Asa Naqvi, who 
discovered that his career as a DJ required a stamina that 
could only be sustained by healthy eating (shot.london).

Selfridges shoppers should make a beeline for the first 
Hemsley & Hemsley cafe (interior, right), on the London 
store’s third floor. Fragrant courgetti, flaxseed buns and 
other staples from the sisters’ two cookbooks will be served 
in an airy space with an internal garden (selfridges.co.uk).

Young British entrepreneur Lily Simpson of The Detox 
Kitchen (above, far right) has opened a central London 
flagship in Fitzroy Square. It stays open later than its Kingly 
Street counterpart and serves the same build-your-
own salads and legendary sugar-, gluten- and 
dairy-free beetroot brownies (detoxkitchen.co.uk).

DIY dinner is also the concept at Covent 
Garden’s Farmstand (bottom): its name is 
inspired by the fruit and vegetable stalls in 
founder Steven Novick’s midwestern hometown 
in the US. All the eatery’s ingredients are 
produced in Britain (farmstand.co.uk).

Want to try your hand at plant powered cooking 
at home? Pick up a copy of Icelandic chef Solla 
Eiriksdóttir’s new book Raw: Recipes for a Modern 
Vegetarian Lifestyle (above; Phaidon, £24.95). The 
seasonal recipes are accompanied by beautiful 
photographs of Iceland’s stunning landscape.

From top The slick 
interior of east London 
juice bar SHOT. Mae Deli 
has a farmhouse-chic 
style. Brunch at The 
Detox Kitchen. Icelandic 
chef Solla Eiriksdóttir’s 
new book Raw: Recipes 
for a Modern Vegetarian 
Lifestyle. Hemsley & 
Hemsley’s first cafe, in 
Selfridges. Breakfast 
choices at Farmhouse  
in Covent Garden
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THE NEW CLERKENWELL
This year London’s Clerkenwell Design Week 
is set to have an exciting makeover, with a 
new layout devised by local architecture firm 
OMMX. Its scheme will consist of a central 
walkway, or ‘spine’, running from Exmouth 
Market in the north to Smithfield in the 
south, featuring installations, communal areas 
and peaceful gardens. Elsewhere, Swedish 
practice White Arkitekter and curator Pete 
Collard will create a pavilion in St John’s 
Square. Entitled ‘The Museum of Making’, 
the design will be a modern take on a Swedish 
barn, referencing the firm’s Scandinavian 
heritage, while encompassing the area’s  
craft and design history by hosting a series  
of workshops, talks and demonstrations.  
24–26 May (clerkenwelldesignweek.com).

A L L  T H E  S M A L L  T H I N G S
‘Nanotecture: Tiny Built Things’ 
(Phaidon, £14.95) makes the point 
that not all great architecture is about 
large urban projects and towering 
skyscrapers. The tiny 
tome brings together 
300 intriguing 
small-scale works, 
from pavilions, 
installations and 
cabins to colourful 
homes for cats, dogs 
and even bees.

Photo London (19–22 May; 
photolondon.org) debuted last 
year and is fast becoming the 
UK’s most exciting annual 
photography fair. It’s certainly 
the largest, with major auction 
houses and galleries gathering 
at Somerset House. The event 
programme includes talks by 
greats such as Mary McCartney, 
Nick Knight and Rankin.
‘Strange and Familiar: 
Britain as Revealed by 
International Photographers’ 
at the Barbican Art Gallery 
(until 19 June; barbican.org.uk) 
is curated by wry documenter  
of British daily life Martin Parr. 
The show features shots that 
capture the social and political 
landscape of modern Britain.
Massimo Vitali, the Italian 
photojournalist, chronicles 
holidaying by the coast in all  
its blue-sky, sea-splashing glory 
with his large-scale shots at  
the Ronchini Gallery (20 May– 
18 June; ronchinigallery.com).
‘Photography and Film for 
the 20th Century’ is a 
retrospective of the work of 
photographer and film-maker 
Paul Strand at the V&A Museum 
(until 3 July; vam.ac.uk). The 
show celebrates Strand’s 
observational yet abstract style.
‘Painting with Light: Art  
and Photography from  
the Pre-Raphaelites to the 
Modern Age’ at Tate Britain 
extends from 19th-century 
Rossetti oil paintings to a private 
photo album in which the Royal 
family re-enact scenes from 
famous artworks (11 May–25 
September; tate.org.uk).
To get your photo-fix at home, 
we recommend Phaidon’s new 
compendium The Documentary 
Impulse by Stuart Franklin 
(Phaidon, £19.95). Franklin 
discusses what drives us to 
record culture on camera.

SNAP TO IT 
Photography lovers need not step beyond London’s boundaries 
this month, thanks to a clutch of dedicated fairs, exhibitions and 
events happening in the capital. Here’s our pick of the best
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What to see Indie films will be screened at the magnificent 
Brighton Dome’s cafe (Church Street; brightondome.org), and  
as darkness falls look out for ‘Luminary’ – a striking series of 
LED light drawings scattered across the city. Also, don’t miss 
artist Gillian Wearing’s show of snapshot views from house 
windows at the University of Brighton Gallery as part of fringe 
festival House (58–67 Grand Parade; housefestival.org).
What to eat Venetian bàcaro Polpo, whose founder Russell 
Norman has memories of nursing a stick of rock and soggy chips 
on Brighton Pier in the 1970s, has just arrived in the city. It’s 
located on the cobbles behind the regally domed Royal Pavilion 
(20 New Road; polpo.co.uk). Hen (5) is another new eatery to  
try: this corner cafe with a distinctive yellow and white exterior 
sells local, ethically farmed chicken (87–88 Trafalgar Street; 
henrestaurant.com). Make sure you stop by pioneering ethical 
food and drink project Silo – located within a 180-year-old 
warehouse – for a bowl of porridge made from hand-rolled oats 
or a pint of ale fermented using foraged plants, herbs and fruit 
(39 Upper Gardner Street; silobrighton.com).

Where to stay If the spirit of Brighton in 2016 was bottled and 
built as a hotel, it would be Artist Residence (1 and 2). Edgier 
than a lot of the capital’s boutique hotels (think salvaged glass 
doors, original brickwork and a sherbet-pink front door), it’s 
housed in a Grade II-listed seafront square (£150 per night;  
33 Regency Square; artistresidencebrighton.co.uk). Alternatively, 
My Brighton (3) is a staple for locals: colourful, modern and the 
stylish side of wacky, it has forged partnerships with nearby 
independent services to offer spa treatments in your room and 
fragrant curries from local restaurant The Chilli Pickle on room 
service (from £75 per night; 17 Jubilee Street; myhotels.com).
Where to shop Make time to visit well-stocked design gem  
The Lollipop Shoppe, which has just launched its own made- 
in-Britain label The Work Shoppe. The debut collection includes 
Welsh wool rugs, woven in the Teifi Valley (54–57 King’s Road 
Arches; thelollipopshoppe.co.uk). Finally, husband-and-wife  
duo Mark and Liza Fisher have opened home shop Homage (4), 
where textiles and ceramic teapots are displayed in salvaged 
wooden grocery crates (34a Bath Street; homageonline.co.uk). 

SPOTLIGHT ON BR IGHTON

Brighton’s 50th annual arts festival takes place in May, so now is the time to visit. Here’s a quick guide to the city

1

2

3

4 5
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ELLE Decoration | ADDRESS  BOOK

1st Dibs (1stdibs.com)
Alessi (alessi.com)
Alias (alias.design)
Amara (amara.com)
Annemarie O’Sullivan  
(annemarieosullivan.co.uk)
Apparatus Studio  
(apparatusstudio.com)
Armadillo & Co (armadillo-co.com)
Armani/Casa (armanicasa.com)
Artolis (artolis.eu)
Asplund (asplund.org)
Aston Matthews  
(astonmatthews.co.uk)
Ay Illuminate 
(ayilluminate.com)
B&B Italia (bebitalia.com)
Benjamin Moore  
(benjaminmoore.co.uk)
Bert Frank (bertfrank.co.uk)
Bestlite (bestlite.org.uk)
Beyond Object  
(beyond-object.com)
Braun (braun.com)
Brian Yates  
(brian-yates.co.uk)
Broste Copenhagen  
(brostecopenhagen.com)
By Lassen (bylassen.com)
Carl Hansen & Søn  
(carlhansen.com)
Cassina (cassina.com)
Chudy and Grase  
(chudyandgrase.com)
Claremont Furnishing  
(claremontfurnishing.com)
Claus CPH (clauscph.dk)
Clay Works (clay-works.com)
Coexistence (coexistence.co.uk)
Colefax and Fowler (colefax.com)
Colonel (moncolonel.fr)
Cos (cosstores.com)
Cox and Cox (coxandcox.co.uk)
CTO Lighting (ctolighting.co.uk)
Curiousa & Curiousa  
(curiousa.co.uk)
Danish Design Store  
(danishdesignstore.com)

Danish Homestore  
(danish-homestore.com)
DCW Editions (dcw-editions.fr)
De Gournay (degournay.com)
Dedon (dedon.de)
Design House Stockholm  
(designhousestockholm.com)
Design Letters (designletters.dk)
Design Vintage  
(designvintage.co.uk)
Driade (driade.com)
Duresta (duresta.com)
Eco (eco.se)
Eden Green Walls  
(edengreenwalls.co.uk)
Eglo (eglo.com)
Encaustic Tiles 
(encaustictiles.net)
Ercol (ercol.com)
Fabrics & Papers  
(fabricsandpapers.com)
Fabula Living (fabula-living.dk)
Farrow & Ball (farrow-ball.com)
Ferm Living (fermliving.com)
Fermob (fermob.com)
Fired Earth (firedearth.com)
Flexform (flexform.it)
Flos (flos.com)
Flügger (flugger.com)
FNA Interiors  
(fnafrancescaneri.com)
Fontana Arte (fontanaarte.com)
Fortuny (fortunyshop.com)
Freddie Grubb (freddiegrubb.com)
Fritz Hansen (fritzhansen.com)
Galleri Weinberger Copenhagen 
(galleriweinberger.dk)
GamFratesi (gamfratesi.com)
Gebrüder Thonet Vienna  
(gebruederthonetvienna.com)
Georg Jensen (georgjensen.com)
Getama (getama.dk)
Globe West (globewest.com.au)
Gramovox (gramovox.com)
Gubi (gubi.com)
H&M Home (hm.com)
Habitat (habitat.co.uk)
Häfele (hafele.co.uk)

Hamilton Weston  
(hamiltonweston.com)
Harrods (harrods.com)
Hay (hay.dk)
Haymes (haymespaint.com.au)
Heal’s (heals.com)
Herman Miller  
(hermanmiller.co.uk)
Hicks & Weatherburn  
(hicksandweatherburn.co.uk)
Holmegaard (holmegaard.com)
Homebase (homebase.co.uk)
House Doctor (housedoctor.dk)
Hübsch (hubsch-interior.com)
Iconic Interiors  
(iconicinteriors.com)
Iittala (iittala.com)
Ikea (ikea.co.uk)
Indian Ocean (indian-ocean.co.uk)
Industville (industville.co.uk)
Jas Boutique ( jasboutique.co.uk)
Jo Malone London ( jomalone.com)
Jura (uk.jura.com)
Källemo (kallemo.se)
Kasthall (kasthall.com)
Kelly Hoppen (kellyhoppen.com)
Kettal (kettal.com)
Knoll (knoll.com)
Koch Kitchens (kochkoekken.dk)
Kuppersbusch (kuppersbusch.com)
L’Objet pour Fortuny (l-objet.com)
Larusi (larusi.com)
Leisure Plan (leisureplan.co.uk)
Liberty (liberty.co.uk)
Lindsey Lang (lindseylang.co.uk)
Linie Design (liniedesign.com)
Louis Poulsen (louispoulsen.com)
Lovely & Co (lovelyandco.co.uk)
Luxo (glamox.com)
Made a Mano (madeamano.com)
Made In Design  
(madeindesign.co.uk)
Mandarin Stone  
(mandarinstone.com)
Manuel Canovas  
(manuelcanovas.com)
MDF Italia (mdfitalia.com)
Menu (menu.as)

Meridiani (meridiani.it)
Mint (mintshop.co.uk) 
Møbelsnedkeri (kbhsnedkeri.dk) 
Modern Society  
(themodernsociety.com)
Molteni (molteni.it)
Moroccan Bazaar  
(moroccanbazaar.com)
Moss Melbourne  
(mossmelbourne.com.au)
Muji (muji.eu)
Murals Wallpaper  
(muralswallpaper.co.uk)
Mylands (mylands.co.uk)
Nanimarquina  
(nanimarquina.com)
Native & Co (nativeandco.com)
Nikari (nikari.fi)
Northwood  
(northwoodhome.co.uk)
Olivari (olivari.it)
Paolo Interiors  
(paolointeriors.co.uk)
Penguin (penguin.co.uk)
Poliform Varenna (poliformuk.com)
Pulpo GmbH (pulpoproducts.com)
Ralph Lauren Home  
(ralphlaurenhome.com)
Rose & Grey (roseandgrey.co.uk)
Roullier White (roullierwhite.com)
Scout (scouthouse.com.au)
SCP (scp.co.uk)
Selfridges (selfridges.com)
Serge Mouille (sergemouille.com)
Sikkens (sikkens.com)
Simple Shape (simple-shape.com)
Skandium (skandium.com)
Skinflint Design  
(skinflintdesign.co.uk)
Smaller Objects (smallerobjects.com)
Smeg (smeguk.com)
Stellar Works (stellarworks.com)
Stelton (stelton.com)
Superfolk (superfolk.com)
Surface View (surfaceview.co.uk)
Swedese (swedese.com)
The Apartment (theapartment.dk)
The Conran Shop  
(conranshop.co.uk)
The Mexican Rug Company 
(mexicanrugcompany.co.uk)
The Sofa & Chair Company 
(thesofaandchaircompany.co.uk)
Tiga (tigaeurope.co.uk)
Tine K Home (tinekhome.com)
Tingest (tingest.se)
Tinsmiths (tinsmiths.co.uk)
Tom Dixon (tomdixon.net)
Twentytwentyone  
(twentytwentyone.com)
Urban Cottage Industries  
(urbancottageindustries.co.uk)
Urbane Living (urbaneliving.co.uk)
Viaduct (viaduct.co.uk)
Vitra (vitra.com)
Wästberg (wastberg.com)
West Elm (westelm.co.uk)
Zanotta (zanotta.it)
Zara Home (zarahome.com)

R

S

W

V

U

T

C

D

A

B

F

E

H

G

N

O
P

M

L

Z

J

I

K













ADVERTISING FEATURE

STYLISH INTERIORS
Design your home this month

THE HAIRPIN LEG COMPANY 
Get creative with these retro-look hairpin 
legs from The Hairpin Leg Company.
Easy to attach, you can revamp any piece  
of furniture with a midcentury-style twist. 
Team with reclaimed pallet wood for an 
industrial-look coffee table, or Victorian 
floorboards to add a vintage touch to  
your workspace. 
Whatever your furniture project, these 
popular steel pins will add simple elegance.
The Hairpin Leg Company also offer a  
range of tables, benches and stools. 
Get 10% off with ELLE10 at 
thehairpinlegcompany.co.uk

SWOON EDITIONS 
Swoon Editions is an online furniture brand that enables people to buy beautifully 
handcrafted furniture at honest, reasonable prices. Made from reclaimed elm and eight 
individually selected brass and zinc handles, the bestselling Rubricks chest of drawers brings 
rustic charm to a clean, mid-century shape – just £449 including delivery. Readers also save 
£20 on orders over £200 with voucher code ELLEDECORATION. To order, go to 
swooneditions.com/elledecoration or call 0203 137 2464. Offer expires on 03.06.16.

MODERNICO 
Ta-bl is a new product from Hampstead 
designers Modernico ltd. Inspired by a 
modernist design, Ta-bl is the future classic 
folding side table. Available in Natural oak 
finish, white and a range of gorgeous on 
trend seasonal colours.
Ta-bl folds neatly into its own storage bag, 
making it perfect for today's compact living. 
Whether you need a bedside table or a place 
for drinks on the terrace, Ta-bl looks 
stunning in any decor setting. 
www.ta-bl.co.uk

ART5 GALLERY
ART5 Gallery is situated in the heart of 
Brighton and over the past twelve years has 
established itself as one of Sussex's leading 
contemporary galleries. ART5 Gallery 
represents a diverse selection of national 
and international artists and showcases an 
extensive range of original art at affordable 
prices in a friendly and informal 
environment. The gallery offers a free home 
and business consultancy service which 
allows customers to view a selection of 
artwork in situ, providing practical and 
creative advice on choosing and placing 
artwork to complement your surroundings.
www.art5gallery.com

THE PRESTIGE FLOORING 
COMPANY
Add texture, pattern and warmth to any 
interior scheme with a herringbone floor. 
This solid oak herringbone takes centre 
stage, and the wenge border adds an 
interesting focal point. 
The enduring appeal of herringbone 
makes it a popular choice for traditional 
and contemporary homes alike, and this 
classic design has seen a particular 
resurgence of late.
Incredibly resilient and durable, this 
herringbone has been finished with a 
hardwax oil and is 230 x 70mm. It is also 
available in prime and rustic grades and a 
variety of colours from naturals to greys. 
www.theprestigeflooringco.com
01932 866087 / 020 8819 7690.



STUDIO PERKI
Inspired by Anglo-Italian methodologies, 
Ben Perkins creates contemporary, 
innovative space-saving furniture which is 
made to last a lifetime. Ben is a furniture 
designer who makes flat pack furniture 
which is lightweight, collapsible and 
affordable. The PerkiFurniture range is 
designed to make homeowners lives easier 
through simplistic, space-saving solutions. 
The PerkiFurniture range also requires no 
nails nor screws to assemble; enabling the 
user to construct the pieces within minutes. 
For more information please visit 
www.studioperki.com

SCANDINAVIAN SURFACE 
Brand new! Scandinavian Surface 
proudly presents the mural 
Bohemian Birds, pale beige from 
the new collection Nordic Moods. 
The beautiful exotic looking nordic 
bird Bohemian Waxwing swings 
playfully among lush branches in a 
weathered Nordic landscape. 
The design also comes in a version 
with nude graphic branches and 
pale blue beige background.
Have a closer look on the new 
collection at 
www.scandinaviansurface.com
Scandinavian Surface mural designs 
are to be found in public spaces and 
private homes all over the world. 
The designers are: Åsne 
Midtgarden, Ann-Tove Engenes and 
Kristine Dybwad. Order at www.
photowall.co.uk (or the webshop for 
your country) and check out their 
outstanding customer service!

CUBED
Cubed: simple, stylish furniture – hand-
made in Cambridge. Based on the simple 
geometry of a cube and incredibly strong 
– perfect for your vinyl collection, books or 
display. Choose mid-century hairpins or 
lathe-turned legs or build up your own 
layout on a matching plinth. The building 
blocks of the range are the Mono, Duo and 
Trio – add doors and/or drawers to create 
your unique piece. Built from solid beech or 
choose from a range of hardwoods. 
www.cubed.design

BRYONIE PORTER 
Bryonie Porter is an independent company 
producing beautiful, high quality papered 
furniture. We specialise in commissions as 
well as having a great range of pieces for sale 
on our website. We also offer some fabulous 
children’s furniture, so please visit our 
website. All consultations are free and 
without obligation.
www.bryonieporter.com
07939 522767.
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THE ORIGINAL AND STILL THE BEST.
We have been specialising in making the very fi nest

wooden loo seats for 38 years. Manufactured
entirely in Britain by hand.

Tosca & Willoughby Ltd. Aston Rowant, Oxford. OX49 5ST.

Tel: 01844 353477 or visit our new website at
www.looseats.com

and download or browse our brochure

blockdesign.co.uk
home and deskware

Lilac   Coast
home  garden  lifestyle

get 15% off
your order with 

ELLEDECO15

online at www.lilaccoast.co.uk

DORGLAZE
VISION PANEL KITS FOR DOORS

®

NORTH 4 DESIGN LTD T: 0208 885 4404 / NORTH4.COM

S A R A H 
C H R I S T E N S E N 
D E S I G N

WWW.SARAHCHRISTENSENDESIGN.CO.UK 
INFO@SARAHCHRISTENSENDESIGN.CO.UK 

+44(0) 7811 377011

vintage style, contemporary edge

www.moseyhome.co.uk

OT&O Home Interiors is your
'one stop shop' for iconic African-

inspired home accessories

CUSHIONS | RUGS | WALL ART

www.otandohomeinteriors.com

WWW.WOODLIKESFURNITUREDESIGN.CO.UK

WOODL IK ES
A W A R D  W I N N I N G

F R E N C H  D E S I G N E R
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Inspired by Swedish simplicity and a love of  the French style, Millington and Hope offers an 
elegant and eclectic collection of  old and new accessories for the home and garden. 

Visit www.millingtonandhope.com or call 07854448740 for more information.

Classic and contemporary 
furniture, lighting and 

accessories from Blue Isle.

Visit our online
boutique store at

www.blueisle.co.uk
01425 653931

Timeless Style...

180 WHITES 
for Your perfect white

www.twpf.co.uk



OUTDOOR ART, CERAMICS & FURNITURE
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From classic to contemporary...
Luxury teak and wicker furniture adds the perfect touch to your conservatory or garden. It is ideal for al fresco 

dining with friends or simply relaxing in the sun. Corido design, manufacture, wholesale and retail 

a wide range of classic, contemporary and bespoke furniture for distinguished homes and gardens.

Chiswick Teak Bench
Sizes Available - 2.7m / 1.8m / 1.5m  

corido.co.uk | 020 8655 6242
Sustainably Sourced 
Grade A Teak & Wicker Furniture

Bistro Dining Sets

Monaco Sun Lounger

Capri Chair

The Barns, East St, Turners Hill, 
West Sussex, RH10 4QA

01342 714793 
www.potsandpithoi.com

EXCLUSIVE & 
ARTISAN CRETAN  

TERRACOTTA,  
ANTIQUE POTS,  

KILIM RUGS,  
HANDMADE  

CERAMICS AND  
GIFTWARE

MEDITERRANEAN CAFÉ



ARCHITECTURE, DESIGN & DANISH FURNITURE
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ardelondon.com
#ArDeLondon



FURNITURE & FURNISHINGS
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Call us on 0845 468 0577 or visit willowandhall.co.uk
Or cosy up on sofas, sofa beds and beds in our London showroom

Inspirational and beautifully British handmade
furniture without the high street price tag

Kentwell Large sofa in Fisher Mushroom

£1330 £1197

Handmade in Britain, in any Fabric in the World

0808 178 3211 Free Fabric Samples sofasandstuff.com
West Sussex, London, Manchester, Tunbridge Wells, Gloucestershire, Hungerford, Basingstoke, Edinburgh, Leeds, Harrogate, Bishop’s Stortford

Stores Nationwide

W W W . G R A H A M A N D G R E E N . C O . U K

PRIMROSE HILL     NOT T ING HILL     BAYSWATER



LIGHTING, HEATING & FURNITURE
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B U S T E R A N D P U N C H . C O M
@ B U S T E R A N D P U N C H

L I G H T I N G 

F U R N I T U R E
E L E C T R I C I T Y
H A R D W A R E 
A C C E S S O R I E S
M O T O R C Y C L E S

/  HOOKED 6.0

Combining modern trends with classic European characteristics, each



BATHROOMS, EVENTS & TEXTILES
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COVELLI TENNANT
Vintage Textiles & Bespoke Upholstery

07855 256 007 07971 043 916
www.covellitennant.com

SALVO FAIR

www.salvo-fair.com

Saturday 18th - Sunday 19th June
10am - 5pm • Henley-on-Thames

UK's best show for architectural & garden 
antiques, reclamation and salvage

Admission £10. Under 16s free.
SPECIAL OFFER 2-FOR-1 

Get two tickets for £10 by cutting out and 
handing in this voucher on arrival

Fri 17th June TRADE DAY Admission £20

E L L E D E C J U N 1 6

DESIGN CENTRE, CHELSEA HARBOUR 
SAMUEL-HEATH.CO.UK

MADE IN ENGLAND

What makes an Albion bath unique?
Our exclusive bath material creates a difference you can feel....

Request your brochure on: 01255 831605 or go to: www.albionbathco.com

ALBION
Handmade bathrooms directly from our factory

www.extex.co.uk    +44 (0)1634 718871



BATHROOM ACCESSORIES
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ED

‘Coco Coromandel’ screen by de Gournay
Coco Chanel was famously a collector of Coromandel screens – antique Chinese lacquered designs that 

were elaborately painted and inlaid with mother of pearl and ivory. Now, wallpaper specialist de Gournay 
has produced its own contemporary version. Hand-painted on to traditional Chinese rice paper and 

mounted on canvas-covered beech, it’s adorned with peacocks, peonies and a phoenix. The four-panelled 
screen also features a brass border and works either as a room divider or simply as spectacular decoration. 

From £11,230 (degournay.com) ED
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