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ANOTHER GREAT YEAR TOGETHER
There’s an old truism, ‘time � ies when 

you’re having fun,’ and this issue is 
de� nitely proof of that. It’s the 24th issue 

of Classic Land Rover magazine which means 
that it has been two years since our � rst issue 
went on sale. I certainly can’t recall a couple of 
dozen deadlines so it doesn’t feel like two years, 
simply because we’ve been having so much fun 
with old Land Rovers. 

Anyway, enough of that. 2015 is � ying by and 
we’re looking forward to the coming months; 
we have � lled the desk diary with shows, 
features and Land Rover trips - the classic Land 
Rover scene is certainly booming. 

The standard of restorations is getting 
ever higher while the fashion for patinated 
old workhorses shows no sign of waning. 
Period accessories and modi� cations are 
in demand for both styles while more 
restoration products are being offered 
commercially as demand grows.    

Whether you have been with us since the 
� rst issue or have joined us more recently, we 
are grateful for your support and hope you are 
enjoying the world of classic Land Rovers as 
much as we are. Our team will be represented 
at all the relevant major events this year and 
we’re looking forward to meeting you, camping 
in some interesting places and chatting to you 
about your Land Rovers.  

On a related note, in this issue, you can read 
about some mechanical work being done to 
our project vehicle from last year, the Series III 
109in Station Wagon nicknamed the Marrakech 
Express. I’m excited to say that, by the time 
this issue goes on sale, it will have left on the 
� rst leg of its journey to the city it’s named 
after!
� rst leg of its journey to the city it’s named 
after!

EDITOR JOHN CARROLL
john.carroll@keypublishing.com
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John Carroll 
Editor John has owned leaf-
sprung Land Rovers continuously 
since 1985 and now has a small 
collection that covers Series One, 
IIA and III models

Garry Stuart
Photographer Garry Stuart has 
been photographing Land Rovers, 
and plenty of other things with 
engines, for decades and covers 
the miles on our behalf

Martin Port
Regular contributor Martin 
Port is the art editor of Classic 
and Sports Car magazine and 
owner of a 2,286cc petrol 
Series IIA 88in

Kate Russell
Motoring journalist Kate does a 
lot of the behind-the-scenes work 
on Classic Land Rover magazine 
such as compiling the news and 
products pages

Sarah Garrod
Ad manager Sarah came to 
Classic Land Rover with previous 
classic car magazine experience 
so she's ideally placed to help our 
advertisers meet their customers

Emrys Kirby
Knowledgeable contributor Emrys 
has his own collection of Land 
Rovers and is immersed in the club 
scene which makes him an ideal 
member of the team

Ian Clegg
Photographer and designer Ian 
Clegg is gradually sorting through 
the files of his 1980s B&W 
negatives for the regular and 
nostalgic Memory Lane feature

Ros Woodham
Contributor Ros now has two 
Land Rover Santana classics, 
enjoys overland travel and takes 
great pictures, so she's most 
definitely one of us 

Clare Westbrook
Writer Clare has been using 
Nellie, her Series IIA 88in with a 
200Tdi engine, as daily transport 
for the l
past decade and has now bought 

Louise Limb
Louise is well known around 
the club scene as an illustrator, 
photographer and writer 
and you'll frequently see her 
scribbling away at events

Tony Sinclair
Tony has built more Land 
Rovers than most of us have 
had hot dinners and has a 
knack for getting almost 
anything running

Steve Donovan
Art editor Steve is deeply 
immersed in all things fifties so 
needed little encouragement to 
work on CLR beyond a sunny 
greenlaning weekend in Wales

'The 
standard of 
restorations 
is getting 
ever higher'
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‘It’s a 1950 and it was 
manufactured on the 
day that Chris was 
born’
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Proud owner.  
All the work was 

done by Chris, 
on his driveway 
or in his garage

www.classiclandrover.com MAY 2015 9

“The best Land Rover combo ever 
was my Series III with a V8”… 
perhaps a surprising admission 

from such a doyen of the LRSOC as Chris 
Wilderspin.  

But Chris, who started out with Series IIs 
and IIIs, has owned classic Range Rovers, 
a Discovery 2 and even a 101 Forward 
Control.  He freely admits he knew nothing 
about Series Ones before he bought LVO 
706, but he’d always ‘hankered after one’.  
So when his wife took the Series III to work 
one day and a colleague mentioned their 
father was selling a Series One, he grabbed 
a torch, headed straight out to see it and, as 
he says: “Fell in love” 

That was in April 1999 and LVO 706 was 
a classic barn � nd.  It had been standing in 
the straw for about nine years and no-one 
was exactly sure of its age, possibly a 1952?  

It had a 1957, 1997cc petrol engine, was 
a rather strange shade of metallic blue with 
silver wheels and neither Chris nor the 
owner had any idea of its value.  

In Pursuit of 
Perfection

As secretary of the LRSOC, it’s no 
surprise Chris Wilderspin describes 

himself as a purist; but his Series 
One is still hiding a few secret – and 

rather clever – adaptations

WORDS CLARE WESTBROOK 
PICTURES GARRY STUART
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TWO VITAL TIPS
When you’re stripping down the vehicle, 
take five times more photographs 
than you think you will need; they’re 
invaluable when you come to re-build it.
Get yourself plenty of boxes in plenty of 
sizes; put the parts in them as you buy or 
refurbish them and catalogue them all; 
it may  seem a bit of a chore, but it saves 
hours when the rebuild starts. 

Chris took over 500 photographs; they 
were invaluable as a record and a guide 
throughout the rebuild

LVO 706 as Chris 
found it, complete 
with metallic blue 

paint, silver wheels 
and straw!

The 
finish is 
superb

Most of us never see this view of our rear 
tub, let alone one looking this pristine!

Chris turned his 
garage into a 
spray booth

10 MAY 2015 www.classiclandrover.com

Both went away, thought about it and 
came back with the same figure, so the deal 
was done.  Chris intended to collect LVO on 
a trailer, but miraculously, with some fresh 
fuel and a new battery, it fired up, so he 
drove it back through the lanes.  

Safely home, Chris applied to Gaydon to 
see what he could discover about his new 
purchase; turns out LVO 706 is not a 1952 
vehicle, it’s a 1950 and it was manufactured 
on the day that Chris was born.   

First dispatched to North Nottinghamshire 
Motors on December 28, 1950, where sadly 
the company’s records were destroyed in a 
fire, all Chris knows of its history is that the 
previous owner bought it from a Welsh hill 
farmer and owned it for about 20 years; this 
year he plans to investigate further.  

Back in 1999, considering its age and 
how it had been stored, LVO was not in too 
bad a state.  The main issues were a split 
in the bulkhead, right the way across from 
where the steering box was bolted in, the 
rear chassis was rotten, the tub base was 
decaying and the rod from the throttle to 
the carburettor arm had been broken and 
badly mended 

Chris simply did the essentials to get LVO 
through an MOT and ran it as a rolling 
restoration for about seven years.  He 
certainly wasn’t a purist then… he covered 
the metallic blue by hand-painting it green, 
added an overdrive and was happy to take 
it off-roading, even ripping the centre of 
his (rotten) rear cross-member out when he 
grounded the drop plate on the course at 
Billing.  

What finally forced Chris into a decision 
about the Land Rover’s future was the 
chassis collapsing as he changed the front 
springs.  He knew he would never get rid of 
the Series One, so was he just going to put 
it back on the road, or was he going to do 
it properly?  He decided to restore it back to 
original; and when Chris says original, he 
really means it.

If he was doing his re-build today, he’d 
use the LRSOC forum to help find parts and 
information; back in 2006 the forum didn’t 
exist, so he compiled a spreadsheet list of 
every part number he would need from 
a parts book, filling the gaps using other 

SERIES ONE
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CHRIS 
RECOMMENDS
The right parts book… which should list 
changes by chassis or engine number, 
so you can work out exactly which part 
number you’re after.
‘Original Land-Rover Series 1’ by James 
Taylor… most useful for 80in models, 
which it covers in great detail.
‘Land Rover, The Formative Years’ by 
John Smith… which concentrates more 
on the history of the Land Rover, but 
does have some invaluable photographs 
and details.

Classic Series One 
interior. simple and 
functional 

Original 
1951, 1595cc 

engine

The rear brake light also acts as an indicator

Right: Can you spot what’s not 
quite right here?  The instrument 
bezels should possibly be black, but 
Chris can’t find a trace of black on 
them, not even on the back

Tudor heaters were a copy of the Clayton; so 
Clayton parts fit well

www.classiclandrover.com MAY 2015 11

books about Series Ones.
 Armed with his list, he 

searched websites, magazines, 
Land Rover club shops, eBay (on 
a daily basis) and scoured the auto-jumbles.  
He found Craddock’s website particularly 
useful as it cross-references earlier part 
numbers to later ones where applicable; 
and discovered that some of the more 
elusive early parts can turn-up at general or 
agricultural auto-jumbles.

Chris’ dedication certainly paid off.  His 
replacement chassis is an original 1951 
part, not a repro, which came all the way 
from Australia.  With a stroke of luck, he 
managed to source a 1959cc petrol engine 
from 1951 too; rather pleasingly, his chassis 
and engine numbers both start with 1610.  

However, it took 18 months to find the 
correct cat’s eye headlights, oil warning 
light and some of the smallest wire hose 
clips.  In fact, Chris has a box full of hose 

clips which he bought thinking they were 
the right size, only to discover they weren’t.  

The Tudor twin-fan heater is a rare beast 
too.  It’s an original after-market part from 
the 1950s and came with the Land Rover; 
now refurbished, it keeps Chris nice and 
warm. 

Including a complete engine rebuild and 
two-pack re-spray, it took just two years to 
complete the restoration and Chris believes 
he’s got most of it true to the original; he 
knows a few bits which aren’t, but they’re 
hard to spot.

His meticulous attention to detail is 
incredible and even stretches to the ‘secret’ 
modern touches too; his indicators are 
incorporated into the front side lights and 
rear brake lights, and he had the extra wires 

LVO was completed 
and MOTd the day 

before the 2008 
Heritage run
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CHRIS USED
Dunsfold DLR (dunsfold.com): the two 
Nicks were on the end of the phone with 
practical help and advice
PA Blanchard (pablanchard.co.uk): Land 
Rover parts specialist
LR Fasteners (landrover-parts.net): 
Tony Arnold
Paul Beck at Vintage Car Parts 
(vintagecarparts.co.uk): for 
electrical parts
Ian Cox of Cox and Turner Engineering 
(coxandturner.co.uk): for engine parts
Autosparks (autosparks.co.uk): for a 
‘fantastic’ bespoke wiring loom
John Craddock Ltd (johncraddockltd.
co.uk)
The Land Rover Series One Club Shop 
(lrsoc.com)
The Land Rover Register Club Shop 
(landroverregister1948-1953.co.uk)

This is not just an 
on-road vehicle; 

Chris takes it off-
road too and gets 

it muddy!

The perfect wedding 
car for Chris’ daughter 
(photo credit: Ian Baker 
Photography)

The new springs are from Jones Springs in 
Darlaston, West Midlands; manufactured to the 
original specification

This is an after-market exhaust, so the mud/
water and heat shields are flat rather than 
curved as they would have been originally; early 
ones were welded on and later ones bolted on

12 MAY 2015 www.classiclandrover.com

added into the loom so you can’t see them.  
Then there’s the ‘stealth’ overdrive. Now 

a purist, Chris removed the overdrive he’d 
previously fitted and sold it; but as he 
still uses the Series One for long journeys, 
he soon regretted that.  His solution?  An 
overdrive without the ‘gear’ lever, hidden 
under the seats.  

It has to be ‘locked on’ before he sets out, 
which is not ideal, but Chris has idea to fix 
that: possibly by re-fabricating the lever to 
work in the opposite direction and via the 
access hatch under the middle seat, so it 
will still be hidden when not in use.  

Chris really does use this beautiful vehicle, 
although mainly in the summer now.  It 
tows his 1974 Cheltenham Super Sable 
caravan to shows all over the UK and he 
gets it muddy too: “It’s amazingly good 
off-road; it’s phenomenal the places it can 
get to”, he says.

It’s amazingly comfortable on-road too, 
with that lovely, bouncy 80in ride.  There 
are no rattles, the doors close with a 
satisfying thunk instead of a teeth-jarring 
crash and it’s warm; quite remarkable 
for a Land Rover.  Apparently: “Dogged 
perseverance is the answer”. a

‘His meticulous attention to detail is 
incredible and even stretches to the ‘secret’ 
modern touches too’

SERIES ONE
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NEWS & VIEWS

: 

HEAVY 
BREATHER
I enjoyed seeing Will Bauress’ 
lovely Series One in last month’s 
CLR and noticed he has a heavy 
breathing problem with his 
2.25 diesel engine resulting in 
something of an oil slick. 

I had a similar problem with the 
same type of engine in my Series 
One truck. Other than the oil 
problem it has good performance 
and averaged 32mpg on the 
recent trip from the south to 
Scotland for the LRSOC national 
rally, so I was loathe to change 
the engine. For inspiration I 
looked to my standard Series 
One which has an additional 
breather on the oil fi ller pipe.  I 
modifi ed the oil fi ller cap on the 
2,286cc by boring a hole through 
the centre to accept a Series One 
breather-type fi ller cap. This may 
not solve the underlying problem 
but has reduced the crankcase 
pressure and allows me to park 
the vehicle without leaving an oil 
slick. Les Lawrence

The Yorkshire section of 
the Series 2 Club set out 
from Masham on a crisp 

Sunday morning for a drive over  
Grewelthorpe Moor near Ripon; each 
vehicle decorated to suit the season. 

Thirteen Series IIs made up the 
Christmas Pudding Run,  including 
two Carawagons, a Lightweight 
and John Stokes’ Range Rover all 
the way from Brussels via Rutland 
- permitted only because his recent 
Series II restoration has swept the 
board with national awards and 
made the cover of Classic Land 
Rover!  

The convoy divided into three 
groups and set out across 
established moorland byways, the 
novice drivers a little nervous as one 
steep section, though spectacular, 
had been polished to an ice slide.

The whole group met up again for 

a winter picnic at Ripley Castle; the 
Land Rover decorations were judged 
and prizes given to Mark Sidwell 
and family, their Series II a veritable 
grotto with children dressed as elves 
to match.  Join the party at www.
series2club.co.uk.

CHRISTMAS PUDDING RUN

Four little maids
I was called in at the last minute 
during my sister’s wedding to get the 
groom to the register offi ce. So, after 
a quick sweep out and a wipe with 
some WD40, Bertie our IIA proved 
to be a star performer. It was also 
fi rst choice to get the bridesmaids to 
the reception. Pictured from left are: 
Daisy Tate, nine; Pheobe Lilly Collins, 
eight; Billie Tate, six; and Aliegha 
Collins, four. 
Anthony Tate
Warwick

NUTS FOR 
STUDS
Most Series owners must have felt 
that sickening feeling when the stud 
breaks during the removal of the 
exhaust downpipe. The old stud has 
to be removed which means taking 
the manifold off. I no longer have this 
problem as I use brass barrel nuts. I 
obtained mine from the MG Owners’ 
Club as the nuts were designed by 
BL Special Tuning to facilitate the 
removal of the manifolds from the 
cylinder head of MGBs. I bought a set 
for my 1977 MGB GT and discovered 
that the nuts also fi tted the studs on 
the Land Rover exhaust manifold. 

The heater motor impeller for 
Series IIIs is no longer available as 
a Land Rover part but the standard 
MGB impeller is identical and is 
available from dealers in classic 
MGs. Unfortunately the uprated 
version from the MG Owners’ Club 
will not fi t as the MG motor has 
different mountings Rover motor and 
the modifi ed impeller will not fi t in the 
Land Rover housing. 
Vic Butler, Andover Hants

Military bumperettes and a tall 
stance would look tough but for 
the tinsel and Christmas pudding 
on this Series IIA’s bonnet

John Cramphorn leads a group in his 101in across a chilly Grewelthorpe 
Moor 

Lovely restored 
Series II is as 
beautiful as the 
snowy landscape
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BRASS 
MONKEYS
When North East Rover Owners’ 
Club (NERO) came up with the 
novel title ‘Brass Monkeys at the 
Station’ it would certainly grab 
the attention of the more hardy 
classic Land Rover enthusiasts 
north of the Wash.  

The inaugural event took 
place on January 25, 2015 at 
the National Railway Museum, 
Shildon near Darlington, and 
visitors were able to take 
advantage of the railway 
museum facilities and exhibits 
with cab tours of some of the 
famous engines arranged 
especially for the day to provide a 
break from engine-bay chat. 

Paul Walton, NERO’s secretary 
was a little nervous prior to the 
day as January snow, rain and 
sleet had lashed the north east in 
the week leading up to the event 
but the expected bonnet count of 
20 Land Rovers was more than 
doubled when 47 turned up from 

all parts of northern England - 
despite the weather. 

Organiser Paul says: “We had 
an 86in Series One, a few Series 
IIs and a lot of Series IIIs and 
even a Series IIA Dormobile, the 
owner ready to camp whatever the 
weather.”

NEWS & VIEWS

My 2005 TD5 Defender, photographed in Leicester with a Series III 88in hard-top.
Scott Starkey, Thorpe Constantine, FACE-OFF

Series III 109in Hard Top with interesting side window lines up with 
Series III Lightweight

ABOVE: Beautifully � nished Series IIA Dormobile steals 
the show

ABOVE: Even the Series IIA’s candy- 
stripe Dormobile elevating roof 
looks immaculate
RIGHT: County trim Series III with 
unusual side windows shows the 
modern Land Rovers the way to go

TAX EXEMPTION GOOD NEWS
I fear Kate Russell may be 
disappointed to learn that her newly 
acquired 1975 Series III is not about 
to become “tax exempt in a couple of 
months.” I also have a 1975 Series 
III and the DVLA have told me that 
there are no plans as yet to move tax 
exemption on from where it currently 

stands. Tax exemption is not a rolling 
programme, according to the person 
I spoke to at the DVLA.  Sorry Kate.  
You’re no doubt as hacked off as I 
am at the news.
Stan Darley
There was some good news in the 
budget. Cars made before 1975 will 

be exempt from vehicle excise duty 
(VED) which is great news if you own 
an early Series III or anything earlier. 
In March’s budget, Chancellor 
George Osborne confi rmed that 
last year’s classic tax break wasn’t 
a one off, which means the rolling 
exemption for historic vehicles 

will continue. From 1 April, 2015, 
a vehicle made before 1 January 
1975 will be exempt from VED. The 
cut off date will be rolled forward 
by one year on every 1 April in each 
subsequent annual Finance Bill 
meaning that 1976 cars will be 
exempt next April.
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NEWS & VIEWS

Thirty-two drivers from three 
different clubs signed on to 
compete in the Inter-Club RTV 
trial event organised by The 
Dorset Land Rover Club at a 
site near Mannington, just north 
of Wimborne on a sunny day in 
February. And one leaf-sprung 
Land Rover certainly showed 
the modifi ed coilers how 
to perform.

Hampshire and Berkshire 
Rover Owners’ Club and 
Somerset and Wiltshire Land 
Rover Club joined the home 
team with a great range of 
vehicles spread across seven 
different classes. 

Competition was very intense 
over the 12 sections, the varied 
site at Mannington featuring 
everything from thick mud to 
shifting sand.  

The winner of Class 1, Dave 
Moore from SWLRC, achieved 
fi ve clear sections in his 
lovely leaf sprung Series One 

ONE 
MAGNIFICENT 
CITY
A convoy of 175 vintage vehicles 
will cruise through the heart of 
Liverpool on Sunday July 5, a as 
part of the city’s Transatlantic 
175 weekend. The event has 
been organised to celebrate 
Liverpool’s maritime history and 
mark the city’s 175th anniversary 
of its transatlantic links. All 
vehicles will line up along the 
Pier Head, opposite the iconic 
Three Graces, and follow a route 
around the city, To complement 
this, Liverpool’s Albert Dock 
will stage a display of the fi nest 
classic cars, modern supercars, 
competition cars, classic bikes 
and scooters, showcasing the the 
halcyon days of British motoring.

Registration details at  www.
onemagnifi centcity.co.uk 

Dave Moore from Somerset & Wilts Land Rover Club on his way to 
winning the competition for Class 1 vehicles in his 80in

Somerset & Wilts 
Land Rover Club’s Alex 
Moore, winner of both 
Class 7 and the trial 

ABOVE LEFT: DLRC’s Robert 
Shadbolt  taking Class 2 at the 
Inter-Club RTV event organised 
by The Dorset Land Rover Club
ABOVE: Alex Moore of Somerset 
& Wilts Land Rover Club driving 
his Series III Lightweight to 
victory

ARP has just released 31 new metric 
12-point nut kits.

They are constructed from 8740 
Chrome Moly steel with a Black 

Oxide fi nish or ARP Stainless Steel 
polished to a brilliant lustre fi nish.

Both are rated at 180,000 psi 
tensile strength and come neatly 

packaged in one, two and ten piece 
packs. 

Visit www.arp-bolts.com for nearest 
stockist.

Nuts FANTASTIC 
PLASTIC
In a bid to cut down on red tape, 
from June 8, 2015, the paper 
part of your driving licence will 
not be valid and will no longer be 
issued by DVLA; the advice is to 
destroy it after this date.

Anyone who needs to provide 
evidence of their driving record 
(entitlements and/or penalty 
points) will be able to do so 
online for free by accessing the 
agency’s Share Driving Licence 
service. Alternatively you can 
call DVLA and leave permission 
for your driving record to be 
checked verbally by a nominated 
person/organisation.
More details:www.gov.uk/
view-driving-licence

History lesson
Thanks again for the continuing 
arrival each month of CLR.

After reading my copy I 
pass it on to Jerry, my 1960 
Series II SWB station wagon-
owning neighbour.

Just to say, that on page 55 
of the March issue it was the 

“nationalisation” of the Big 
Four privately owned railway 
companies  (GWR, SR, LNER, 
LMS) in 1948  under the name 
‘British Railways’ as  British Rail 
did not appear until 1965.

Railway enthusiasts can be just 
as ‘fussy’ as Series owners!

I’ve improved my knowledge of 
French by discovering “Artisan 
Boulanger et fi er de l’être” (photo, 
page 95) translates closely as “A 
skilled baker and proud of it”.

Do French Series owners 
proclaim something similar?
Eric Hayman

80in, while DLRC’s Robert 
Shadbolt won in Class 2 for leaf 
sprung 88in.

However, it was in Class 7 
(modifi ed 88in leaf sprung) that 
Alex Moore from SWLRC with his 
very tidy Series III Lightweight 
recorded the best score of the 
day across all the classes.

LEAFERS LEAD THE DAY

TO ERR 
IS HUMAN
On page 78 of issue 23 we stated 
that the valve clearances in Martin 
Port’s IIA were set to 25 thou. This 
should have said .25mm or 10 
thou. Apologies for the confusion.

Please send in your news and 
letters for inclusion here. It 
may be a new product you’re 
retailing for the fi rst time, a 
show you’re organising, a 
special Land Rover you own or 
know of; in fact anything at all 
that you feel may be of interest 
to our readers.  Please email 
news@classiclandrover.com
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HALLBECK
ENGINEERING LTD

Land rover engine and
gear box specialists

Supply of quality
spare parts

Friendly service backed up
with 12 month warranty.

Mark Beckett - Proprietor
Unit 6,

Canal Wood Industrial Estate, Chirk
Wrexham, LL14 5RL
Tel: 01691 773222

Mob: 07967 484395
Email: hallbeck@hotmail.co.uk

Visit us at: www.hallbeckengineering.co.uk
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NEWS & VIEWS

Lalie
Lalie, my toy poodle in my 
1975 Series III 88in wearing 
a winter shirt. 
Gustav Pienaar 
Cape Town

Hank
After owning my 2013 
Defender 90 for nine months, 
Hank the French Bulldog and I 
decided to take the plunge and 
buy our � rst classic, this 1978 
Series III.
Phil Jefferson

Buster
Buster was always ready for 
a trip out in our 1959 Series 
II Land Rover which is sadly 
off the road at the moment 
undergoing a rebuild
Paul Jennings, 
Shropshire

Sneakers
Here is our cat Sneakers who 
walked in to our place one day 
and never left again. Next to 
the bonnet, his favourite place 
to is the driver’s seat of my 
1965 Series  IIA Lightweight.
Nico Taverne
Netherlands

Flyn
Flynn, practising his reversing 
skills in Victor, our 1958 
Series II.
Louise, John and Ethan 
Devlin
Bolton

Pixie
My newly-painted 1976 Series 
III, named Zoom (because of 
the noise it makes) and our 
fox terrier, Pixie. Pixie prefers 
riding in our Discovery 1, but 
will reluctantly come with me 
in Zoom if she’s allowed to sit 
on my lap and look out of the 
window.
Phil Smith
Central Hawke’s Bay
New Zealand

More applications
for the most exclusive
club in motoring… 
Send your entries to 
news@classiclandrover.com

If you’re after a part for your Series 
Land Rover then chances are 
the team at British 4x4 Centre in 
Spalding, Lincolnshire will either 
stock it, fi nd it or make it for you.

Celebrating 90 years in 
business, 50 of these under the 
current owners, they specialize in 
restoration, modifi cation, designing 

and manufacturing of all Land Rover 
models. Their extensive stores 
department carries parts from 1948 
to date and the company offer a 
retail, trade and export service with 
a 24-hour UK delivery and a mail 
order service throughout the world.
www.british4x4centre.co.uk or  
tel 01775 750223.

PROUD HISTORY

SPRING 
CLEAN
It’s all very well giving your classic 
Land Rover a wash and a brush 
up to herald the onset of summer 
but what about doing the same to 
your engine?

Engine decarbonising service 
TerraClean, who have a network 
of 350 centres nationwide, claim 
one of their services can increase 
MPG by up to 15 percent, 
reduce emissions, extend 
component life and improve 
vehicle performance.

The TerraClean machine is 
connected directly to a vehicle’s 
fuel rail which enables fl uid to be 
circulated around the engine to 
remove carbon, tar and varnishes. 

from the vehicle’s fuel injectors, 
injection pumps, combustion 
chambers, manifolds and oxygen 
sensors. Typical cost for a Land 
Rover is around £125 per vehicle.
www.terraclean.co.uk

TerraClean is endorsed by 
Wheeler Dealers host and 
mechanic Edd China, whose own 
garage Grease Junkies is itself a 
TerraClean service centre

Fun of the fair
If you live within travelling distance 
of Ingleton, County Durham you may 
like to spend the afternoon at its 
village fair on June 13. There will 
be a selection of classic vehicles, 
entrance is free and we have it on 
good authority that the village hall 

serves good food.
Vehicles can arrive from 10am 

onwards and the fair is open to 
public from 1.30-4.30pm.
More details from www.ingleton-
classic-cars.com or Neil Flowers 
on 01325 730266.

SPUD CONDENSER
From a report in the Daily 
Telegraph: An AA mechanic has 
received an award for fi xing a 
Land Rover with a spud. Mario 
Papademetriou  cable-tied a 
spud to the engine, inserted two 
screws and wired it up to act as 
a condenser! It started and was 
driven to the local garage. The 

owner said it had never driven 
so well. There is no mention of 
variety, but my choice would be 
King Edward.

Keep up the great work - 
love the magazine but more 
on the military Lightweight 
models please.
Chris Cook

Land Rover
Dog            of 
the month

and Cats
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For over 30 years servicing and repairing Land Rovers has been made
easy with Britpart. As the leading independent wholesaler, we’ve a
wide range of accessories, service and repair parts for the Series
range and indeed the entire Land Rover marque.

We can supply body components right down to replacement nuts
and bolts and everything else in between. With our range of
accessories you can make your Land Rover as unique as you.

Land Rover
accessories, service
& repair parts...

To find your nearest
Britpart distributor go to -
www.britpart.com
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Events
Start to mark your diary for 2015 
with our at-a-glance guide

April
7                                                      
Weston Park Transport show  Series 3 
& 90-110 Owners Club stand  
www.thelandroverclub.co.uk

 

12
Series 3 & 90-110 Owners Club 
Western Land Rover Run 
Starting in Cirencester. Open to all 
www.thelandroverclub.co.uk

lpi

12 
Skipton 4x4 Spares Day
Skipton Auction Mart, Gargrave Rd, Skipton, N Yorks, 
BD23 1UD. Indoor and outdoor hardstanding plots all 
£25 each per vehicle with/without a trailer any size plot 
admit two adults. Basis camping available, onsite farmers’ 
cafe. Well established northern event.
www.4x4sparesday.co.uk

18-19
Ford Hall Farm Spring Celebration, a 
fun, family day out
North Shropshire 
Classic Land Rover static display, tractor and trailer 
rides, Barn Dance. Vehicles MUST be booked in advance, 
cut-off date is April 13. If you wish to display your vehicle 
contact Becca at project@fordhallfarm.com  

26  
Drive It Day
www.FHBVC.co.uk  

26 
Newbury 4x4 Spares Day
Newbury Showground, 1⁄4 mile off J13 M4/A34, 
Chieveley, RG18 9QZ 800+ sellers/traders at previous 
event! Biggest Land Rover autojumble in Europe 
plus added large vintage spares section alongside. All 
plots outdoors £25 each per vehicle, Saturday night 
trader camping by prior arrangement. Well established 
European event. 
www.4x4sparesday.co.uk

May 
3
12th Ripon Spring Classic Car, Bike 
Show & Autojumble
Ripon Racecourse, North Yorks, HG4 1UG. 
Large displays of classic cars, motorcycles, vans, trucks, 
ex-military plus classic Land Rover display, arena and 
commentary. Adult £6.50 child £2.50, 10am – 4pm
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

9-10
Annual Bronte Vintage Gathering
On the B6144 between Cullingworth and Haworth near 
Keighley West Yorkshire. Proceeds in aid of Manorlands 
Sue Ryder Care Hospice in Oxenhope. 
www.bronte-vintage-gathering.co.uk 

21-26
2015 ALRC National Rally
Hosted by the Midland Rover Owners’ Club. 
Eastnor Castle near Ledbury, Herefordshire,
www.alrcnational2015.co.uk

ltibpm

24 May 
Non-Shiny 80ins at the National
The Patina National: 3pm, an informal gathering of 
triallers, used and not so shiny 80ins (and other Series 
Ones) at the MROC-hosted ALRC National Rally. 
This gathering is taking place with the agreement of 
the organising MROC and is open to members of all 
ALRC clubs.

ltib

22-25
Series 3 & 90-110 Owners Club 
National Rally
Northamptonshire
www.thelandroverclub.co.uk  

ltibp

23-25 
Trails and Rails
A new event for leafers at the Talyllyn Railway to offer 
a weekend of green laning, scenic drives and discount 
rail travel on the Talyllyn and Fairbourne railways. The 
Railway is opening the � eld it owns at Abergynolwyn 
Station to provide low cost camping and caravan pitches. 
Full details and entry forms can be obtained by emailing 
trailsandrails@hotmail.com

lti

31
Land Rover Heritage Drive In Day 
to Eastnor Castle, Eastnor near 
Ledbury, Herefordshire, HR8 1RL.
Just turn up from 11am, come along for the day with your 
Land Rover, park up in the designated LR car park at the 
castle, courtyard vehicle displays and guests, half price 
admission into the castle and grounds if you arrive in a 
Land Rover. No need to book. 01531 633160. 
www.eastnorcastle.com

li

June
6-7
Kent to Brugge Charity Run
Raising Funds for The Wing Appeal

lpi

13-14 
Dunsfold Open Weekend 
Biennial Show
Springbok Estate, GU6 8EX 
Good opportunity to see the unique collection of 
prototype, pre-production and other rare Land Rovers, 
along with many interesting visiting vehicles. Club 
stands, trade stands, autojumble and craft stalls. Bar and 
catering facilities, with a hog roast on Saturday evening 
and Sunday lunchtime. The usual silly auction and other 
frivolities will be held on Saturday evening. Camping and 
caravanning and free parking. Saturday 9am onwards. 
Sunday 9am-4.30pm.
www.dunsfoldcollection.co.uk

litbpc

13-14 
36th Footman James Bristol Classic 
Car Show
www.bristolclassiccarshow.co.uk

14
20th Raby Castle Classic 
Vehicle Show
Raby Castle, Staindrop, Co Durham, DL2 3AH Classic 
cars, bikes, trucks, vans, tractors, autojumble, arena and 
commentary set in the stunning grounds and deer park at 
Raby Castle, Adult £6.50, child £3, 10am-4pm
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

 Land Rover Only Event

 CLR coverage

 Prizes

 Beer Tent

 Motorsport 

 Camping

 Points of interest
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20-21
Malvern Land Rover show & 4x4 
Spares Weekend
Eastnor and Bristol & West Shows now combined
Three Counties Showground, Malvern,Worcs, WR13 
6NW.  The Eastnor Land Rover Show is moving venue 
to a proper showground with the indoor Severn Hall, 
campsite with electric hook ups, permanent showers 
and toilets and bar plus indoors space in the Severn 
Hall. Clubs and Heritage vehicle displays, challenge 
show arena, winch demos, weekend camping, trade 
stands and autojumble. Free bus to Eastnor castle 
on Sunday only. Land Rover spares sort-out on the 
Sunday. Outdoor trade plots, any size of plot/vehicle 
with or without trailer admit two adults. Traders; 
two days (inc camping on your plot) £50 or Sunday 
only £25. Indoor space in the Severn hall, both days 
trading only available, £50 per 6x6m plot.www.
markwoodwardclassicevents.com

lpibt

26-28
LRSOC International Rally 2015
‘Gateway Getaway’ 
Ashbourne, Derbyshire
www.lrsoc.com (club members’ event)

lpibt

July
5
16th Leighton Hall Classic Car & 
Bike Show
Leighton Hall, Carnforth, Lancashire, LA5 9ST
Large displays of classic cars, bikes, commercials, 4x4s, 
autojumble and trade stands, family home of the Waring 
& Gillow furniture company. 
Adult £6.50, child £3, 10am – 4pm.
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

5
Series 3 & 90-110 Owners Club 
Midland Land Rover Run  
Derbyshire
www.thelandroverclub.co.uk

lpt

10-13
Les Series en Helvétie - 
The Swiss Series meeting
Bière (40 Km from Geneva) Camp area beside the 
4x4 � eld, trip in the Jura mountains national park, food 
and bar, live music. Programme and registration form 
available in March 2015.  Youtube movie now on www.
series-helvetie.ch
Contact Yves de Mestral info@domainemaisonblanche.ch  

lpitb

12
13th Lakeland Historic Vehicle show
Hutton-in-the-Forest, Penrith, Cumbria, CA11 9TH. 2.5 
miles of M6, Junc 41. Historic house, gardens, parkland 
and tea room. Adults £6.50,child £3, 10am-4pm
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

22-26 
War and Peace Revival
Military Vehicle Show, Folkestone Racecourse, Kent
www.thewarandpeacerevival.co.uk

ptib

31-2
25th Annual Billing Land Rover Fest
Billing Aquadrome, Northants
www.billinglandroverfest.co.uk

lptib

August
1-8
Series 3 & 90-110 Owners Club 
Summer Holiday Rally
Somerset  www.thelandroverclub.co.uk

lpti

2
8th Lytham Hall Classic Car & 
Motorcycle Show
Ballam Rd, Lytham Hall, Lytham St Annes, Lancs, FY8 
4JX, classic cars and motorcycles plus club displays set 
on the lawns in front of the Georgian grade one listed 
Lytham Hall & parkland.  Adult £6.50, child £3 10am-
4pm  www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

6-9
LRS2C International Rally
Fakenham, Norfolk (club members’ event)
www.series2club.co.uk

lptbi

9 
Simply Land Rover Beaulieu NMM
A gathering of Land Rover vehicles of all ages and 
models, open to clubs and individuals.
Tel; 01590 614614   
events@beaulieu.co.uk

lpi

16
21st Raby Castle Classic Vehicle Show
Raby Castle, Staindrop, Co Durham, DL2 3AH Classic 
cars, bikes, trucks, vans, tractors, autojumble, arena. Adult 
£6.50, child £3, 10am-4pm.
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

29-31
Leafers at t’Pit National Coal Mining Museum, Caphouse 
Colliery, New Road, Overton, Wake� eld, WF4 4RH  A 
leaf-sprung-only Land Rover show for all lovers of classic 
Land Rovers  www.leafersatpit.org.uk/

lptic

30
13th Ripon Autumn Classic Car, 
Bike Show and Autojumble
Ripon Racecourse, North Yorks, HG4 1UG Large displays 
of classic cars, motor cycles, vans, trucks, ex-military plus 
classic Land Rover display. Adult £6, child £3, 10am-4pm.  
www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

September 
5-6 
Beaulieu International Autojumble
The biggest Autojumble in Europe with more than 2,000 
stands, plus Bonhams Auction. Tickets: 01590 612888
www.beaulieushop.co.uk  events@beaulieu.co.uk

6
Skipton Auction Mart, Gargrave Rd, 
Skipton, N Yorks, BD23 1UD. 
Indoor and outdoor hardstanding plots all £25 each per 
vehicle with/without a trailer any size plot admits two 
adults. Basis camping available, on-site farmers’ cafe. 
Well established northern event. www.4x4sparesday.co.uk

11-13
Goodwood Revival
Goodwood, nr Chichester, West Sussex
The world’s largest and most popular motor racing and 
vintage culture event  01243 755055 
www.goodwood.com

12-13
Longstock Vintage Working Weekend
Series 3 & 90-110 Owners Club stand
www.thelandroverclub.co.uk 

19-20 
LRO Show
Peterborough Showground  www.lroshow.com

October
4
Newbury 4x4 Spares Day
Newbury Showground, 1⁄4 mile off J13 M4/A34, 
Chieveley, RG18 9QZ. Biggest Land Rover Autojumble in 
Europe plus added large vintage spares section alongside. 
All plots outdoors £25 each per vehicle, Saturday night 
trader camping by prior arrangement. Well-established 
European event.  www.4x4sparesday.co.uk

5
London to Brighton Land Rover run
www.london2brighton.org.uk

11
Series 3 & 90-110 Owners Club 
Northern Land Rover run
www.thelandroverclub.co.uk

To have your Land Rover event listed here 

send details to john.carroll@keypublishing.com
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Y orkshireman Roger Smart would be 
the first to say that on the surface 
there is nothing remarkable about 

his Series III. It is a standard, unrestored 
88in hardtop built towards the end of the 
leaf-spring production run, a period not 
renowned for build quality. 

It carries the wrinkles, scars and corrosion 
you might expect on a 32-year-old utility 
motor. There is no story of countless hours 
labouring in the garage on a perfect nut and 

bolt rebuild, it is just a basic classic Land 
Rover that looks like it has just driven out 
of a local farmyard. 

What does make this Land Rover more 
special is two decades of human stories 
and experiences. It was Roger’s first ever 
vehicle and it played an important role in 
his formative years.

It has gone from being a slightly aging 
utility truck sourced for him by the local 
garage to a much loved family member. It 

was bought just after he passed his driving 
test, it was run on a shoestring at university 
and was later sold on. 

It became unroadworthy and narrowly 
avoided going to the crusher. Eventually 
Roger rediscovered it, bought it back and 
carried out the necessary repairs to get 
back on the road. Today it is a fun vehicle 
for driving round the country roads of 
Yorkshire and going greenlaning.

Growing up near the rural garrison town 

WORDS EMRYS KIRBY PICTURES GARRY STUART

Second First Impression

Roger Smart wasn’t keen on pastel green when he bought this Series III more than two   decades ago. Today he loves the faded paintwork and would never repaint it

SERIES III
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Second First Impression

Roger Smart wasn’t keen on pastel green when he bought this Series III more than two   decades ago. Today he loves the faded paintwork and would never repaint it

of Ripon, Roger regularly saw both military 
and farm Land Rovers round the area and 
decided he wanted one. 

His father approached the local garage 
that had sourced all the family’s previous 
vehicles and asked them to look out for 
a  cheap one. When Roger heard they had 
found a suitable vehicle, initial excitement 
was tempered when he saw the colour - 
faded pastel green. 

According to an 18-year-old Roger, all 

Land Rovers should be traditional deep 
bronze green and he really wasn’t sure. But 
his father was willing to help him out to 
buy it so he decided it would do; his parents 
were actually quite pleased about the 
non-military colour as they were concerned 
about potential dangers of being confused 
with a squaddie. 

Shortly after buying the vehicle, Roger 
left the area to go to Lampeter University in 
south west Wales, a journey of more than 

Café culture – Roger catches up with friends 
and checks the cricket and rugby news. TWJ is a 
regular sight outside this café in Masham

‘To an 18-year-old 
Roger, all Land 
Rovers should be 
traditional deep 
bronze green’
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200 miles. With a standard 2,286cc petrol 
engine and running standard 600x16 tyres, 
this journey was a task in itself. 

Slow, uncomfortable, noisy and expensive 
for a student, the vehicle had to be run as 
cheaply as possible. As a keen reader of 
contemporary Land Rover magazines, Roger 
knew all about accessories and modi� cations 
but couldn’t afford fashionable things like 
Kenlowe fans and white eight-spoke wheels. 

His limited funds were used for going to 
play cricket and rugby and important things 
like drinking. Maintenance was on an as-
and-when-needed basis. 

One time, on a trip through rural Wales he 
discovered that most of the wheel cylinders 
were leaking and the brakes were pretty 
ineffective. 

University was a time of growing up, 
exploring and meeting like-minded people 
and a friend had a Stage One V8. He had 
removed the carburettor restrictors so to 
Roger it seemed incredibly fast compared to 
his ‘two and a quarter’ with little cross-plies. 

‘TWJ’ as it became known, may not have 
been fast but was actually fairly straight and 
on one occasion Roger noticed he was being 

The bodywork is 
still surprisingly 

straight

Original 
Unipart 
sticker in 
perfect 
condition

Parabolic springs 
fi tted for ease of 
maintenance

Proud owner 
Roger Smart

Door bottoms really 
need repairing but 
Roger doesn’t want 
to paint the skins

Galvanising 
on fuel cap 

has worn right 
through

Never drive 
an old Land 
Rover without 
a toolkit!

Replacement 
door top fi tted 
years ago 

This caption needs checking
SERIES III
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followed by a car. 
Eventually he pulled in and the driver 

complimented him on the vehicle and 
offered to buy it. Somewhat taken aback, 
Roger refused this random and rather 
unexpected offer though on reflection 
reckons the chap was probably just a small 
scale dealer, not some dangerous criminal.

After a few years of ownership, TWJ 
started to suffer extensive chassis corrosion, 
typical on a vehicle built in the early 1980s 
-  it was reputed that they were built using 
poor quality Spanish steel.

Roger decided to sell the vehicle and the 
new owner of TWJ simply wanted a cheap 
vehicle to use as a tug for a horse-box in the 
local area. Instead of trying to keep running 
an aging British Leyland rot-box, Roger was 
keen to carry out a ground-up restoration on 
a Series IIA.

A few years later, Roger was round at a 
local garage that specialised in Land Rover 
and tractor restorations. Hidden away in a 
corner, he could just make out a glimpse of 
pastel green under a tarpaulin and he just 
knew that it was TWJ. 

Apparently the previous owner had sent it 
to a scrap yard but it was deemed too good 
to crush so ended up being rescued. Fate 
suggested that he should buy this little piece 
of his youth back but the garage owner said 
it wasn’t for sale! After what seemed like 
ages, a sale price was eventually agreed and 
the vehicle ‘came home’.

The chassis was totally shot and the 
bulkhead had rotten footwells and a rusty 
door pillar. But otherwise TWJ had stayed 
pretty straight and had only clocked up 
a  few thousand miles since he sold it and 

‘Roger has come to love the look of an original factory finish’
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most importantly, it hadn’t been painted! 
A new galvanised chassis was bought, the 

bodywork removed in large sections and 
the running gear was simply unbolted and 
transferred over. The bulkhead needed a few 
repairs but the rest of the bodywork was 
simply bolted back on. 

Roger has come to love the look of the 
original factory finish; the paint was 

applied very thinly and he feels that many 
‘as new’ restorations put too much paint 
on, hiding details like the spot welds in the 
aluminium panels 

TWJ has never been painted and the 
passage of time and human handling have 
thinned it right through to the etch primer in 
places. The galvanised cappings have slight 
surface corrosion in places where water 
drains off the roof but these imperfections 
add to the vehicle, not detract from it. 

All the door bottoms have some corrosion 
but Roger is slightly concerned that 
repairing them might necessitate repainting 
the panel. He is hopeful that it will be 
possible to carefully peel the edge of the 
panel back and weld in a new bottom rail 
without disturbing the original finish. Under 
the bonnet, it wears the marks and oil-
streaks you would expect of a vehicle that 
has done 79,000 miles but original items 
such as the Unipart label are still in place 
and in perfect condition.

TWJ is used regularly round the back 
roads of rural Yorkshire, pottering down 
to the local village and for some gentle 
greenlaning. Roger feels that a classic Land 
Rover like this is the most appropriate 
vehicle for travelling gently along historic 
byways without causing aggro or damage. 
As well as a connection to the past, this 
vehicle will no doubt be passed on to the 
next generation - Roger’s nine-year-old 
son Johnny is already calling it his Land 
Rover!a

Top lefT: Original five-bearing 2,286cc petrol 
engine has only done 79,000 miles

Above lefT: Series III dash was looking dated 
by the early 1980s

Above: Michelin Latitude tyres were a bargain 
purchase

below: An historic byway is best travelled in an 
historic vehicle

SERIES III
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switched to the Series III.  It was listed as 
having an MOT with no advisories, the 
details all seemed reasonable and, from the 
photographs, it looked to be in relatively 
good order. But looks, as Terry and Debbie 
soon discovered, can be deceiving.

It didn’t take long for things to start going 
wrong.  In fact, despite it being ‘on the 
road’, Terry and Debbie didn’t even manage 
to drive the Land Rover home because 
the clutch kept seizing.  Finally they got 
it back to base and resolved the clutch 
problem, but after just one trip out they 
realised they’d bought a ‘death-
trap’ and took the Land Rover 
off the road completely.  

It seems it had been in 
an accident and among a 
catalogue of issues the 
track rod was bent, there 
was no oil in the diffs 
or steering box, the 
rear tub was only 
secured on one corner 
out of four, the fuel 
tank came away in Terry’s 

SERIES on aon a
 SHOESTRING

R ebuilding and maintaining a classic 
Land Rover can be an expensive 
business.  It seems the more you 

look, the more you discover needs doing; 
and the more you do, the more jobs 
you uncover.

Costs can snowball and I often come 
across owners who quote eye-watering 
� gures.  But many of us – just like Terry 
Chapman and Debbie Andrews – simply 
can’t, or don’t want to, spend that sort of 
money.  

I � rst met Terry, Debbie and Shaun, their 
Series IIA truck cab, when they rescued my 
other half and his Volvo from the Eastnor 
mud-bath a while back.  This is the story of 
how they rebuilt a Series on a shoestring.      

Terry is no novice when it comes to 
assessing and buying motors.  He’s a truck 
driver by trade and his entire family is ‘into 
cars’, so he knows the ropes; he usually 
does his research and checks everything 
thoroughly, but not this time. 

Ever since he was a child Terry has 
wanted a Series Land Rover, so when he 
got the chance to own one, he let his heart 
rule his head; eBay weaved its magic spell 
and in November 2010 Terry won JPE 582K, 
sight-unseen, in an online auction.  

It’s a very late Series IIA, built in 1971, 
only two months before production 

Proud owner

SERIES IIA TRUCK CAB
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When Terry Chapman and Debbie Andrews discovered their new purchase was a bit 
of a basket case, they didn’t have much to spend on the rebuild

‘Now this was a total rebuild they could pretty much turn the 
Land Rover into whatever they wanted’
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hands and the brake pipes were hanging off 
the chassis.  

On the positive side, there were new 
dumb irons, but there was a huge hole in 
the chassis just behind them.  On closer 
inspection, Terry realised the entire chassis 
was so rotten that he and Debbie had a 
complete re-build job on their hands.  

Doing the work wasn’t an issue: over the 
years Terry’s had a succession of ‘semi-
specialist’ cars and Debbie drives a lovely 
1965 Ford Anglia; but taking on such a 
big project certainly wasn’t what they’d 
planned. They’d been looking for something 
they could jump into and head off for the 
weekend, to get away from the traffic and 
Tarmac of Terry’s work-life onto some 
quiet green lanes.  Now they’d have to 
put those plans on hold while they got the 
Land Rover up and running again. Putting 
it bluntly, Terry and Debbie had little or 
no money to spend, so this was a DIY on 
a shoestring project.  All the work was 
done with Terry’s existing, basic tool kit, 
outside on the driveway, with just a narrow, 
cramped carport for protection. But now 
this was a total rebuild they could pretty 
much turn the Land Rover into whatever 
they wanted. They couldn’t do a meticulous 
restoration job and it’s not as if it the 
vehicle was ‘original’ when they bought it 
anyway: the headlights were in the grille, 
so the front wings and panels had been 

changed at least once already.  
Terry and Debbie decided to go for a ‘fun 

truck’ and thus Shaun – named after Shaun 
the Sheep as it looks a bit like the Land 
Rover in the cartoon – was conceived.  

Decisions made, Terry had the Land Rover 
stripped down in just two days; it was 
to take him another two years to build it 
slowly back up again.  

There were some ‘big ticket’ items which 
just had to be bought, but through a mix of 
hard work, ingenuity, persistence and some 

luck, Terry and Debbie kept the outgoings 
to an absolute minimum.  

The first big outlay was for a chassis.  The 
original turned out to be so bad, Terry just 
cut it up and took it to the tip.  He was 
lucky enough to get hold of a replacement 
through some contacts at Marsland; he 
believes it was one of the last Series chassis 
they made.  

With his meticulously re-built axles and 
some new parabolic springs, he got the 
Land Rover to rolling chassis stage.  

The 200di fits well in the engine bay

New parabolics, but rebuilt axles

The 
dashboard is 

the one which 
came with the 

vehicle

Shaun has some creature comforts!

The load cover is a recent additionCan you spot Terry’s bolted in repairs?  He admits 
others would probably have scrapped the rear

SERIES IIA TRUCK CAB
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‘Ever since he was a child Terry has wanted 
a Series Land Rover’

The plan was to keep the vehicle as basic 
as possible for two main reasons: � rstly 
it was easier to build and secondly, there 
would be less to go wrong once it was 
running; and when it did, they would be 
able to � x it themselves.  With this in mind, 
Terry sourced a second-hand engine, but 
it’s not the common Series conversion, it’s 
just a 200di: he didn’t � t the turbo.  It takes 
a standard air � lter, standard radiator and 
standard Series exhaust, which all help 
keep costs down and simplicity up.  Terry 
manufactured his own clamps to make 
sure the exhaust manifold � ts tightly onto 
the head.  He found and � tted a Series III 
gearbox with full synchro, but kept the 
Series II front clutch release; it’s easy to 

work on.  The brakes were changed for 
rear ones from a LWB, giving bigger, wider 
shoes and better braking. Terry and Debbie 
were doing all the mechanicals themselves, 
but didn’t have any welding equipment, 
so their solution was to spend money on 
having the bulkhead welded, but to repair 
other panels by cutting out the bad metal 
and bolting-in replacement sections.  As 
Terry says: “So many people just throw 
stuff away and buy new, but if I can repair 
it, I will”.  

One thing the couple did ‘splash out 
on’ are replacement wings, so Shaun has 
the correct look, although achieved with 
some bargain Series III wings and a little 
ingenuity to get rid of the heater intake 

hole.  Finishing the bodywork was Debbie’s 
domain.  Originally green and cream, 
she rubbed the entire Land Rover down, 
working in all weathers including snow. 
Then they got some brushes and a tin of 
paint and: “Away we went!”  

Shaun was � nally back on the road at 
Christmas 2012; it got an MOT the day 
before the couple had to move out and 
leave the carport behind. Since then they’ve 
kept on upgrading, but best of all, they’ve 
been doing the greenlaning they originally 
planned.  It’s taken longer than anticipated, 
but at least another Series Land Rover 
has been saved and is out doing what it 
should.a
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the comparative glut of byways in West 
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As a result, when Dylan Featherstone 
posted details of his latest greenlaning 
trip on the Series 2 Club website forum, it 
seemed daft not to tag along and meet a 
few fellow owners in the process.

Rainfall had already postponed this 
outing once, but despite heavy skies 
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Greenlaning 
We Will Go

supermarket car park just off the M4 at 
Reading. After a quick topping up of fuel 
where necessary, the convoy of six Series 
IIs headed West along the A4. 

Dylan and his dad Dave led the pack in 
Dylan’s 1966 88in truck-cab – in fact, you 
may recognise it from a previous issue of 
Classic Land Rover where Dylan’s excellent 
restoration efforts were chronicled.

Following on behind were Daniel 
Warden with partner Claudia Patatas 
in a wonderful ex-Southern Electricity 
Board One Ton; Dave Gilbertson in his 
88in hard-top; David Warden in his 88in 
Station Wagon; Steve Baldwin in his 88in 
Lightweight and me and eldest son Al� e, 
bringing up the rear.

Within a handful of miles, we were 

Martin Port meets up with a group of other Series II 
enthusiasts for a fun day out in West Berkshire

In an area 
designated as a 
nature reserve, 
sensitive use 
of the correct 
routes is 
essential

SERIES II
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Dan Warden’s ex-
Southern Electricity 

Board 109 leads 
through Bucklebury

Dave 
Gilbertson’s 

88in negotiates 
the fi rst water 

of the day

Steve Baldwin 
tackles Bucklebury 

ford with ease in 
his Lightweight
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taking an unmarked route off of the main 
road and were immediately on a section 
of byway that wound its way up over the 
sloping � elds taking us in the direction of 
Bucklebury.

There was barely a need for four-wheel-
drive, let alone low range for this � rst 
section, but soon the convoy arrived in 
Bucklebury itself – the area in which much 
of our activity for the morning would be 
based.

To many, Bucklebury is now known as 
the home of royal bride Kate Middleton, 
but the area is steeped in history and was 
originally a royal manor owned by Edward 
the Confessor. 

Of particular interest to us however, is the 
area of the parish known as Bucklebury 
Common. Much of the heathland was 
requisitioned as a transport depot during 
the Second World War and the landscape 
changed signi� cantly: work has been 

carried out over recent years to restore 
the terrain to its former glory and remove 
invasive bracken, pine and birch. 

Although the common is privately owned 
and is also now designated as a nature 
reserve, there are a signi� cant number 
of routes that allow public access in the 
form of bridleways, public footpaths 
and of course byways open to all traf� c 
(BOAT), but as with any unrestricted BOAT, 
absolute care has to be taken to use these 

‘We 
nevertheless 
chose to get 
our feet wet 

by driving 
through 

Bucklebury 
ford’

The convoy of six meet up and take advantage of cheap fuel before setting off 
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Fallen 
trees were 
carefully 
cut into 
manageable 
sections and 
cleared from 
the byway
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routes sensitively.
With this in mind, we monitored the 

rainfall in the preceding weeks leading up 
to the trip and also walked several of the 
more sensitive areas before pressing ahead 
with the plans – just to try and make sure 
that we were not going to cause further 
damage to any of the byways.

Fortunately the next section was a 
� rm-footed track that runs almost parallel 
with the main road through the sections 
of common. This opening is routinely 
cleared of invasive trees in order to keep 
a clear path for the electricity cables that 
run overhead, but these also gave rise 
to our � rst photo opportunity of the day 
as Daniel Warden in ‘SEB’ was naturally 
eager to get a snap of his One Ton beneath 
one of the transformers.

A brief excursion through some large 
gravel-bottomed puddles saw the � rst 
water splashes of the morning and this 
may have given rise to the day’s only 
‘refusals to start’ – quickly sorted with 
some WD40, a jump-start pack and a 
pause for tea and cake (the latter kindly 
supplied by Dylan’s mum!).

As the route narrowed, the trees became 
an issue for the tallest member of the 
convoy and it soon became clear that 
some of the byways hadn’t seen any 
maintenance for a while. However, the 
increased height of the One Ton, thanks to 
its accompanying ladders and poles, gave 
us the perfect excuse to trim and tidy as 
we went along.

As the gloomy day slowly brightened, a 
fallen tree was the next thing to block our 
path. While Dave Gilbertson investigated 
why his trusty chainsaw didn’t want to 
play ball, the hand saw came into its own, 
detaching the bulk of the tree from its 
uprooted base. It was then towed out of 
the way and cut into smaller sections with 
the now functioning chainsaw.

With some planned routes suffering 

Final tree 
obstacle of 
the day for 
‘SEB’

GREENLANING
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Long shadows in 
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end near Chieveley 
services
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from recent rainfall, we nevertheless 
chose to get our feet wet by driving 
through Bucklebury ford – a concrete-
bottomed route that was showing about 
18 inches on the measure, before then 
heading further West towards Hermitage 
and Curridge. Several brief stops were 
incurred to trim more branches where 
needed, but eventually things came to 
a grinding halt while navigating our 
way down a steeper section of byway. A 
call came over the CB radio and Dylan 
and Dave informed those further back 
that the surface ahead had collapsed. 
Recent rainfall, a lack of upkeep and 
water from the surrounding � elds had 
obviously contributed to what was now 
a four foot deep ‘bowl’ in the track and 
while bravado may well have seen others  
launch straight into it, none of us were 

trim down fallen trees and branches with 
which we could try and pack the base of 
the dip. After half an hour, we were ready 
to give it a go and Dave Featherstone had 
� rst honours. The angle of descent looked 
a little perilous, but as the rear followed 
into the dip, a prod of the throttle in low-
range saw the Series IIA exit majestically 
and gave the green light for the rest of 
the convoy to follow – a local horse-rider 
bringing up the rear and thanking us 
for trying to make the byway usable for 
others rather than just churn things up.

A little more water, a few more branches 
and we pulled into Chieveley, adjacent to 
the motorway services. No need to � ll up 
though, we’d only covered about 30 miles 
in the most enjoyable, last � ve hours. The 
best way to travel isn’t always the fastest 
way to travel… a

about to take unnecessary risks so proper 
evaluation was needed. A stick prodded 
into the middle of the bowl showed that 
the base was made up of another two 
feet of wet mud which would further 
complicate matters and so it was out with 
the shovels in an attempt to � rst smooth 
off the entry to the bowl. Then it was 
back out with the chainsaw in order to 

Sodden fi elds after recent 
rainfall meant that great 
care was taken not to churn 
things up

After 
smoothing off 
the lip and fi lling 
the base with cut 
logs from fallen trees, 
Dylan’s 88in makes it through

Martin Port’s 
IIA giving the 
axles a good 
workout

‘As the route 
narrowed, the trees 
became an issue for 
the tallest member of 
the convoy’
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 Twisted, cobbled streets and narrow 
stairways led me from my hostel 
in the old quarter of Oporto to the 

banks of its famous Douro River where I 
had arranged to meet with an old friend, Rui 
Marinho. 

The previous year CLR editor, John Carroll, 
had attended Portuguese event ‘Rates Billing’ 
and had tipped me off about some beautiful 
restorations he had spotted there. Rui had 
helped me get in contact with those owners, 

as well as rounding up a few more Classic 
enthusiasts. I was delighted to be greeted 
by a great turnout of Land Rovers outside 
Oporto’s Tram Museum.

The museum is housed in the old thermal 
power station which was originally built 
to power the electric trams around the 
city’s streets. It was a wonderful back-drop 
to photograph our convoy and begin our 
historic tour of the city. 

Trams came to Oporto in 1895 and its 

network is still in operation although modern 
rolling stock has replaced some of the 
original cars. 

The museum, which opened in 1992, 
preserves more than 20 cars and trailers of 
great heritage and historical value dating 
back to the early 20th Century.

I chatted to Rui, whom I � rst met at an 
Iberian Land Rover gathering in 2008. 
The Series One that he had been restoring 
then was his transport today – a superb 

Playtime in 
Portugal
Playtime in 
Portugal
Playtime in 

At a glance Oporto’s historical urban landscape is 
a colourful tumbledown dream. Up close, it is rich 

in history and heritage – the perfect setting for Ros 
Woodham to go for a spin in a classic Land Rover

JOURNEYS
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restoration. I jumped into the passenger 
seat and we led the convoy of classic Land 
Rovers along the banks of the river and into 
the gates of the old customs building. 

The building dates from the second half 
of the 19th Century and its innovative 
construction techniques made it one of the 
most robust and symbolic of the city. It was 
even connected to the main railway line to 
facilitate the transport of goods. 

A huge pier and platform was built to 

receive merchants arriving by ship. From this 
platform we watched the old flat-bottomed 
boats, known as rabelos, lazily cruising the 
river. These days they carry tourists on city 
tours but originally their cargo would have 
been port, wine and sherry brought in from 
the Douro Vally to the terracotta-topped 
warehouses on the opposite bank, in Vila 
Nova de Gaia. 

The cellars and warehouses are still in 
use today and are one of Oporto’s major 

attractions. 
Before leaving the riverside, I chatted to 

Bernardo whose beautiful 1952 80in was one 
of those photographed by the CLR editor last 
year. It’s not surprising it had caught his eye. 

The truck had been an 18th birthday gift 
to Bernardo from his father although it had 
been in the family since 1987. Previously it 
had been a tow truck in a Renault workshop 
but in 1995 it underwent a full restoration. 
This took 10 years and Bernardo is still 

‘The northern region of Portugal is characterised by beautiful 
landscapes; rural villages and farmland which nestle between 
mountains, plateaus and valleys.’ 

Old port boats are still a familiar site on the River Douro

The pier at  
the old customs 
building on the 
River Douro
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Despite being stunning restorations the trucks still 
demonstrate their capability
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tweaking some of the details to ensure 
everything is restored to an original spec as 
possible. The jerry cans, rope and spot lights 
are his own expression, giving the vehicle an 
expedition feel. 

Back on the road we climbed through the 
maze of steep alleyways through beautiful 
plazas and past churches and houses with 
colourfully- tiled façades that looked 
like they could have been unchanged for 
centuries. 

Oporto is one of the oldest European 
centres and was granted World Heritage 
status by UNESCO in 1996. 

The historic centre is enclosed within the 
14th-century Fernandine Walls and at its 
pinnacle stands the cathedral. Built between 

the 12th and 13th centuries, it is one of the 
city’s oldest and most important Romanesque 
monuments. 

Apart from the church’s architectural 
treasures, the terraces on the north and 
the west sides have stunning views across 
the old city. We sneaked the convoy to the 
foot of the entrance steps for a photograph, 
attracting much interest from crowds of 
tourists wanting ‘selfies’ with the classic 
trucks. 

Continuing our tour, we passed the Clerigos 
Tower, a dominant feature of Oporto’s 

‘Jose Luis and his 
son Diogo joined 

us in one of the 
most original 

Series IIIs I have 
ever seen’

This 1949 80in made a pilgrimage to England 
for Land Rover’s 50th Anniversary

Above: Restored Capstan Winch at the ready
Left: Keeping cool in the heat of the July 
sunshine 
beLow Left: Álvaro and Sofía Silva restored this 
1951 80in in 2008

JOURNEY
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skyline and so tall that ships used to use it as 
a guide when navigating into the mouth of 
the Douro.

We crossed from Oporto into Vila Nova de 
Gaia on the left bank via the iconic bridge, 
Dom Luis I. The bridge was opened in 1886 
replacing a foot bridge made from old 
rabelos lashed together. 

The new bridge was constructed from 3,000 
tons of iron and was the longest iron arch in 
the world at the time. Its strangely familiar 
style was designed by a disciple of Gustave 
Eiffel, the architect behind the Eiffel Tower. 

Along the waterfront in Gaia there is a 
fantastic view back towards Oporto and the 
customs building we had visited earlier in the 
day. It is an interesting misconception that 
port wines are produced in Oporto as all of 
the cellars are actually located here in Gaia, 

to the south of the city, including famous 
names such as Ramos Pinto, Taylor’s and 
Graham’s.

From Gaia we left the busy city and 
travelled 30km north-east to the village of 
Pereiras. Rui invited us to lunch at his home, 
a beautifully-restored farmhouse dating back 
to 1719. He and his wife Margarida run camps 
and workshops here in the beautiful grounds 
and outbuildings, as well as guiding 4x4 
groups into the hills beyond the farm. 

During lunch I chatted to Miguel who is 
only the second owner of AL-16-23, a 1949 
80in. He bought it in 1992 and completed its 
restoration in time to drive it to England for 
the 50th anniversary. The attention to detail 
and originality on this vehicle is impressive 
and Miguel obviously enjoys sourcing original 
accessories such as the Castrol Oil can.

‘The spectacular 
granite rock 
formations 
which define this 
area provide a 
challenging off-
road playground’

Vast expanses of granite rock make a 
great off-road playground

A few 
accessories 

make 
Bernardo 

Braga’s 80in 
stand out 
from the 

crowd

Offering a little 
help to gain 
traction

Period accessories 
demonstrate 
attention to detail in 
these restorations
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Jose Luis and his son Diogo joined us in 
one of the most original Series IIIs I have 
ever seen. Its rarity is further amplified by 
being CKD assembled in 1972/3 in Angola, 
where Jose Luis was born. Keep an eye out 
for a profile on this vehicle in a forth-
coming issue of CLR!

After lunch we jumped back into the 
trucks and ventured up into the hills for a 
contrasting afternoon on the tracks. The 
northern region of Portugal is characterised 
by beautiful landscapes; rural villages and 
farmland which nestle between mountains, 
plateaus and valleys. 

Off-roading in Portugal is largely un-
restricted outside of National Parks and the 
spectacular granite rock formations which 
define this area provide a challenging off-
road playground without worry of damaging 
the landscape or, it seems, the vehicles. 

It was unusual to see owners of first 
class restorations fully demonstrating their 
vehicles’ capabilities. There had real respect 
for their age and importance but at the 
same time, a yearning to recognise their 
full potential.

Perhaps it’s the Portuguese climate 
that helps to keep these excellent classic 
examples in good condition. However, when 
you look at the level of conservation evident 
in both rural and urban Portugal it’s easy 
to see that the Portuguese have a particular 
affinity with safeguarding history, heritage 
and culture. 

It seems to me that this preservation is 
not driven by nostalgia, but respect. Many 
restorations – buildings, vehicles and 
systems alike – do not become museum 
pieces, but are maintained and kept in full 
operation and treated with the appreciation 
and honour they deserve. a

‘Perhaps it’s the Portuguese climate that 
helps to keep these excellent classic 
examples in good condition’

Great views 
across Oporto’s 
rooftops from 
the Cathedral

Tiled façades 
in Oporto’s 

historic quarter

JOURNEY
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4x4&VintageSparesDays
LOADS OF 4X4 AND VINTAGE SPARES AT EACH EVENT!!

Sellers from 7am-9.30am - ALL PLOTS ONLY £25 ANY SIZE - ADMITS TWO ADULTS

www.4x4sparesday.co.uk or www.markwoodwardclassicevents.com

Stand Bookings or further info call Mark Woodward 01697 451882 or 07768 741610

PUBLIC ADM: £6.50 NEWBURY £4 SKIPTON

650+

STALL
S AT

PREVIO
US

APRIL

EVENT
!

150+

STALL
S

INDOO
RS

& OUT

NEWBURYSHOWGROUND

SKIPTONSKIPTON
SKIPTONAUCTIONMART

NEWBURYNEWBURY

(Gargrave Road, Skipton, N.Yorks • BD23 1UD)

(¼ mile off J13 M4/A34 • RG18 9QZ)

on SUNDAYS APRIL 26th & OCTOBER 4th 2015

> Buy and Sell all manner of 4x4 Spares > Land Rover Parts > Ex-Military Vehicle Spares
> New, Used, Obsolete Old Stock Barn Finds > Restoration Projects
>Recovery & Winch Accessories >Bolt On Extras >CB Radio Equipment
VINTAGE SPARES TO INCLUDE TRACTOR PARTS, AGRIJUMBLE, TOOLS, FARM
MEMORABILIA, CLEAROUTS, LORRY BITS, VINTAGE CAR PARTS ETC.

on SUNDAYS APRIL 12th & SEPTEMBER 6th 2015

PER ADULT FROM 10AM

TRADERS BOOK ONLINE!!



42 MAY 2015 www.classiclandrover.com

FACTORY VISIT

DAY OUT
A Grand
Martin Port packs his bags, fi lls his IIA with fuel and 
heads north on a pilgrimage to the West Midlands and 
a special place in Land Rover history
WORDS MARTIN PORT PICTURES MARTIN PORT,  JAMES ARBUCKLE & LAND ROVER
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DAY OUT
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FACTORY VISIT

In 1936, the British Government bought 
two farms in Lode Lane, Coventry upon 
which they would build a ‘shadow 

factory’ – in effect, a contingency plan 
that would provide manufacturing facilities 
in the event of war and possible damage to 
another factory. 

What they constructed was a plant that 
would eventually become a home for 
British engineering and for a bloodline that 
is still pumping out a motoring icon on a 
daily basis.

When war did finally break out in 
September1939, understandably it was 
aircraft engines that rolled out of the door 
rather than cars, despite the site having 
been allocated to the Rover Company.

These Bristol Hercules engines powered 
a number of aircraft including the Bristol 
Beaufighter, Bristol Freighter and the 
Handley Page Halifax, but with the advent 
of peace came permanent tenancy from 
Rover; their Coventry factory was badly 
damaged as a result of the region’s bomb 
attacks.

Although Rover cars were produced at 
the factory soon after the end of the war, 
it is undoubtedly the Land Rover story 
that has cemented Lode Lane’s place in 
history and, along with Red Wharf Bay in 
Anglesey, has provided owners with  places 
of pilgrimage.

Now though, those passionate about 
the ‘pride of Solihull’ have an even better 
excuse to visit the West Midlands with 
the launch of Land Rover’s Defender 
Celebration Tour – a unique tribute to not 
just the latest incarnation, but all that has 
gone before it.

Heritage production line
With the announcement that the much-

revered Defender will come to an end in 
2015 (in its familiar form at least), Land 
Rover are, understandably, using the 
opportunity to celebrate the model. After 
all, to many, the Defender has been the 
visual identity of the Land Rover brand for 
several decades. 

Of course, there is one small point that 
needs to be cleared up at the outset. To 
most readers of Classic Land Rover, the 
Defender name applies to models produced 
from 1991 onwards – the first to actually 
wear the tag.  However, this could possibly 
be backdated to 1983 and the launch of the 
Ninety and One Ten models. 

Although, for ease of reference (as well 
as undoubted commercial reasons), the 
company are now including everything 
from Series One up to the 2015 Heritage 
models as ‘Defender’.

After seeing how things are done in the 
now, visitors are handed a brown ‘cow 
gown’ – each one bearing the name of a 
key player in early Land Rover history.  
Once you’ve punched  your time card in 
the period clock, you are ready to enter 
what, from the outside, appears to be 
a rather conspicuous black box on an 
otherwise bustling factory floor.

The exhibit is the brainchild of Roger 
Crathorne – a man who needs little 
introduction to readers of this magazine – 
although It  was originally intended for the 
Royal Show at Stoneleigh as a celebration 

‘It is undoubtedly 
the Land Rover story 

that has cemented 
Lode Lane’s place in 

history’

Visitors to the exhibition are handed a work 
coat and asked to ‘clock in’

 A line of 80in Series Ones near completion on the original production line Production line is seemingly unchanged since these Series Ones were made
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30 degrees may not sound much but it will 
leave you gripping the wheel
BELOW: Visitors are encouraged to share their 
own Land Rover memories for others to read

The writing on the 
fl oor says it all…

Production line is seemingly unchanged since these Series Ones were made
Drawing boards are now rarely seen in these 
days of CAD and CNC systems
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FACTORY VISIT

Defender production line
With all of the excitement surrounding 
the heritage production line, it is almost 
easy to forget the reason it fi nally exists: 
the current Defender. A walk around the 
workplace fl oor is all it takes to reassure 
you that there is something rather special 
about the Lode Lane factory and there 
is a defi nite pride among those that are 
responsible for assembling the latest 
incarnation of this ‘go anywhere’ icon. 
By way of an example, Mick Jordan 
demonstrates a seemingly constant smile 
as he fi ts the bulkhead to a Defender in 
what feels like seconds. Mick is referred 
to as ‘fourth generation Solihull’ – his 
parents met at the factory and his 
daughter works in one of the body shops 
while Mick himself has been there for 
20 years.
Keen to demonstrate that Land Rover 
isn’t just about history and heritage 
though, Wayne Walker is undergoing a 
placement as a shadow Process Lead and 
is the fi rst trainee from the ‘Wounded, 
Injured, Sick’ programme. 
Wayne spent 19 years in the Queen’s 

Royal Lancers Regiment and completed 
operational tours of Bosnia, Kosovo, 
Cyprus, Iraq and Afghanistan. In 2004 
he was caught in the blast from an IED 
while serving in Iraq and as a result was 
medically discharged. There is little doubt 
that his role on the Defender production 
line has taken him down a different path 
than he might have envisaged, but it 
serves to demonstrate that Land Rover is 
very much about ‘the people’. 
The moving lines may seem slow, but 
there is a surprising lack of automation 
and robot involvement– just people doing 
the jobs that they know inside-out; and 
they seem to do them well. It takes 
around four hours to put a Defender 
together and fi ve for a Range Rover 
As we move from one building to another, 
a 101 Forward Control comes into 
view and drives past – no, not a vehicle 
from the heritage fl eet, but instead an 
employee who is heading home after his 
shift has fi nished and serves to illustrate 
that for some, a job at Land Rover is quite 
possibly a dream come true.

of 50 years since the Land Rover’s 
Amsterdam launch.

 Various factors put that idea on hold 
and 15 years later it was revived for the 
marque’s 65th anniversary only to stall 
once again.

Eventually, Roger was asked to make his 
idea a reality by colleagues at the Land 
Rover Experience as part of the Defender 
celebration. 

“One of the � rst people I spoke to was 
Phil Bashall at Dunsfold Land Rover” 
explains Roger. “I told him that I wanted to 
build a replica of the 1948 production line 
and � gured that he was the one person 
that could supply the parts to construct 
several chassis in varying stages of build”.

Easier said than done however, and while 
that may have been a simpler task  to 
complete when the idea was conceived in 
1998, spares for early vehicles were much 
harder to come by and the display was 
only achieved by calling in a number of 
favours from the Land Rover community.

Phil did manage to construct the chassis 
though, and while he was busy with those, 
Solihull restored the Series One cutaway 
that had been used as a training aid for 
the military, and without doubt it is the 
immediate sight of these ‘skeletons’ that 
gets the heart racing upon entry to the 
exhibit.

‘These stories all 
add to the magic 
experienced the 
moment you walk 
around the production 
line recreation’

A select few can experience 
the original ‘safe operating 
angle’ test

 A chassis is swung into place 
ready to have axles fi tted
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Yet ‘Mr Land Rover’ as many refer to 
Roger, is more than willing to acknowledge 
the amazing input from a true Land Rover 
anorak: Michael Bishop. Michael is senior 
instructor at the Land Rover Experience 
and was also one of the key � gures in 
making the celebration exhibition what it 
is. 

“I learnt a lot from him,” Roger admits. 
“His encyclopaedic knowledge about early 
Land Rovers helped us to put together a 
more accurate exhibit. 

It was also aided by the factory visit 
some years previously from the engineer 
Arthur Goddard, who was tracked down by 
Michael and brought over to Solihull from 
his home in Australia.

 Arthur Goddard, now aged 94, worked at 
the Rover Company from 1945 to 1957 and 
was in charge of  Land Rover’s engineering 
development from 1947 to 1957.  

It was his personal insight that 
helped to debunk some of the myths 
surrounding productionincluding the 
origins surrounding the use of aluminium 
– thought to be because of the post-war 
surplus from aircraft construction. 

“Apparently Maurice Wilks didn’t like 
the way his Willys Jeep had started to 
rust and as the Land Rover body panels 
weren’t structural, he chose aluminium” 
says Roger. 

“There is talk that his neighbour owned 
an aluminium works too, but that may just 
be coincidence.”

 Or the origins of the light green paint 
– thought to have come about because 
that was also used to paint the cockpits of 
Second World War planes. 

These stories all add to the magic 
experienced the moment you walk around 
the production line recreation and it is 
very easy to get immersed in history, 
quickly forgetting that you are still in the 

middle of a working factory � oor.
An impressive collection of 

photographs, videos and artefacts back 
up the production line, while a homage 
to the Oxford Cambridge ‘First Overland’ 
expedition stands majestically under 
spotlights. 

If brave, you can even sit in an 80in 
and hold on while a hydraulic ram tips 
the vehicle to that magical ‘safe operating 
angle’ of 30 degrees before rounding your 
visit off with a look around the classic-
inspired Heritage Defender, complete with 
HUE 166 side decals.

Both Michael and Roger are keen to 

acknowledge the input from another 
member of the team . 

“We sat down with my boss, Zoe 
Amarilli, and with her help condensed 
the story down into manageable chunks 
before devising effective ways to get that 
information across such as the ‘Wilks’ and 
‘Engineers’ pods’, ” says Michael.

“She trained at Disney” reveals Roger “So 
she had a good idea what would make a 
great exhibition.”

Regrettably, you have to hand back the 
work coat before emerging, Narnia-like 
into the real world again, but you are left 
craving for more. Roger would like to add 

 A model collection that any enthusiast would 
be proud of

LEFT: It is fair to say that the workforce 
appears to be a happy one

 Defender body panels go 
through the production line 
hung on a ‘skate’

 
A handful 
of parts such as 
these supports are 
virtually unchanged 
from Series I production
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Off-road 
facilities: jungle 
track and air-
raid shelters
“Keep the revs up… revs up… REVS UP 
” The instructor in the passenger seat of 
the Series III 109in is trying to make his 
point as politely as possible to the driver.  
But lack of momentum, experience, and a 
slightly reluctant gearchange all adds up 
to the LWB stalling precisely where you 
don’t want it to: in a sizeable water-fi lled 
dip with the exhaust submerged and a 
muddy solution entering the cabin.
Fortunately for me, I am sat in the back, 
waiting for my turn to experience the 
famous ‘jungle track’ on the edge of the 
factory site, but underneath the calm 
exterior, I am starting to wonder if I too 
will come unstuck.
Fortunately, there isn’t time to ponder the 
potential outcome any longer as a driver 
change is suggested and I am suddenly sat 
at the top of a steep gradient, ready to 
make the descent. 
No problem though, fi rst gear, low-range, 
feet off the pedals and let the Land 
Rover do the work. Prior experience has 
fortunately given me an advantage but 
to be honest,  this is more about fi nally 
getting to explore yet another part of 
the historical Lode Lane site rather than 
proving my off-roading credentials. 
The original test track was created 
in 1949 when the fi rm were planning 
celebrations for the fi rst birthday of the 
80in. As part of the festivities, test-driver 
Alec Joyce devised a demonstration 
route that ran over the redundant air-raid 
shelters. In reality, parts of this route 
were already being unoffi cially used 
by engineers – in particular the ‘boiler 
house slope’, but with Alec’s input the 
track became a hit with workers and 
their families at the birthday party and 
continued to grow from that point.
An area of fl ooded land was incorporated 
and the test facility moved into what Alec 
coined the ‘jungle track’ – going so far 
as putting stuffed animals and various 
artefacts among the thick vegetation for 
the purposes of entertainment. Roger 
Crathorne recalls there even being a blue 
RAC sentry box in there at one point 
Of course at this time the continued 
use of the test track was exclusively for 
demonstrating the Land Rover’s capability 
to potential buyers - particularly those 
organisations buying in fl eet numbers such 
as the AA.  As the vehicles evolved, so did 
the track, with steeper hills, bigger dips 
and more articulation being added as the 
years went by. 
These days the track is part of the Land 
Rover Experience and members of the 
public can book their place either as 

www.classiclandrover.com

Information box
You can book a trip through the Jungle 
Track or a factory tour by calling Land 
Rover Experience on 0121 7004619 
or by visiting 
www.solihull.landroverexperiene.co.uk
The Defender Celebration Tour costs 
£45 per person and takes around three 
hours. Driving experiences start at £225 
per driver.
You can watch period footage of Alec 
Joyce take on the Jungle Track at 
www.britishpathe.com/video/jungle-
rover-aka-test-driver

109in Series III tackles 
one of the Jungle Track’s 
water dips

1949 80in makes the initial climb up 
over the air-raid shelter track
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passenger or driver through the mixed 
terrain.  While those drives usually take 
place in one of the brand new vehicles, 
boasting all manner of electronic aids, 
I jump at the chance to hop into a 
1949 80in and be ushered towards the 
remaining section of the old air-raid 
shelter track.
Pop it into low range and pull the O-ring 
on the fl oor to secure it into four-wheel-
drive and then, with rain lashing against 
the windscreen, I’m straight into a fairly 
harsh vertical climb. Three-quarters of 

the way up, I’m convinced that I’ve lost 
traction, but the tyres grab hold once 
more and, easing off the throttle the 
Series One propels me over the lip and 
onto the level.

A brief excursion across the top of the 
shelter – taking in a shallow water dip as 
we go, and then I pause at the top, ready 
for the muddy descent down the other 
side. Compared to driving the Series II 
or III, you have to keep a foot hovering 
over the brake on the 80in and just give 
it a little dab as momentum gathers.  The 
original 4x4 takes it all in its stride and 
you can’t help but cast your mind back 
to the smiles of those family members 
being bounced around in the tilt-less 
back at that � rst birthday celebration 
before I realise that I too am wearing the 
same smile. a

Workers’ families were encouraged to 

experience things for themselves 
at Lode Lane

The off-road track was devised in 1949 for the fi rst birthday celebrations

‘The tyres grab hold once more 
and, easing off the throttle the 
Series One propels me over the 

lip and onto the level’
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The 50,000th Land Rover, a military 80in model, coming 
off the Solihull production line in 1952
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WORDS AND PICTURES LOUISE LIMB

When this Series II arrived at Peter May’s Dales workshop it 
would be three years before it saw the light of day again

Marine 
Blue

Though happy under a bonnet, Peter 
May is a painter at heart and his eye 
for surface � nish takes some beating.  

When he received a call from a chap in 
London asking if he could do up a very 
precious Series II 88in, Peter surveyed 
his bijou North Yorkshire workshop and 
wondered where it would slot in.  

Between the lovely Series Ones that visit 
regularly and a whole host of other Series 
Land Rovers, the idyllically-situated garage 
is a hive of activity every day of the week. 

Back in 2003 and just starting out, 
Peter had won Best in Show at the Spring 
Adventure, Bramham Park with a Series 
II 88in hard top in his favourite shade, 
marine blue. After seeing the article in a 
mainstream Land Rover magazine, a reader 
contacted him from Dorset, wanting his 
Series III 88in to look just as good.

Peter gets to test 
drive the results of 
his painstaking work

SERIES II

 Series
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Marine 
Blue

When it was complete, this client drove 
the gleaming Land Rover all the way 
back from Darley near Harrogate to the 
south of England without a hitch and 
Peter remembers fondly the fine limestone 
paintwork and the mohair tilt. 

Also down south and spotting Peter’s work 
on a Land Rover, Tim Harris of Botany Bay 
Estates realised immediately he’d found the 
right person to spruce up and preserve his 
father’s faithful marine blue Series II.

As a teenager Tim had learned to drive in 
the 1961 Series II 88in truck cab. He later 
used it for his pressure-washing business 
and traces of sign writing became evident 
as Peter later stripped the vehicle down. He 
also did a spot of security window etching 
and done as an example, the Land Rover’s 
registration number can be found on the 
truck cab’s rear window glass.

‘The Series II had 
been kept garaged 
and this cosseting 
had paid off’

Uncluttered grille 
and new bumper 

complement 
the blemish free 

paintwork

Exmoor Trim 
upholstery and a 
new tailgate are 
complemented 

by freshly dipped 
cappings

For rugged 
practicality this 

1961 Series II 
88in carries its 

spare wheel on the 
bonnet 
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 It then remained in a shed for many years 
until the day when Tim eventually managed 
to track Peter down and the long process of 
a very personal restoration began. 

The Series II arrived on a trailer a week 
before an unseasonably warm Christmas 
2011 and Peter couldn’t resist firing it up 
to assess its condition. He was surprised 
to find that, despite the state of the diesel 
engine that had replaced the original 
2,286cc four cylinder petrol one, it 
eventually managed to splutter into life. 
Thankfully he didn’t take it for a spin as the 
seized brakes and the broken half-shaft no 
one had noticed might have caused a bit 
of mayhem.  The Series II then endured a 
year of marinating in Dales drizzle before a 
space inside the workshop became free. 

Dismantled and with the remit to make 
the Land Rover like new while retaining 
its personality, Peter junked the decaying 
chassis for a Richards replacement. Rather 
than simply galvanize and splash a bit of 

Wheels were surprisingly fresh given the 
condition of the brakes and like most of the 
1/4in bolts on the Land Rover, undid with 
little fuss. A couple of wheel studs snapped 
but one would expect more of a contest 
with a Land Rover of this age, the usual 
result being a pile of rust and a resolutely 
stuck component.  

Later, those standard rim wheels with their 
tall LWB 7.50x16 tyres would gleam with 
Peter’s painstaking limestone paintwork. 
Steering was also in very good shape with 
no play and the lovely wire spoke original 
steering wheel with its horn in the middle 
would shine in the cab. 

The Series II had been kept garaged and 
this cosseting had paid off. With a complete 
set of new old-stock springs along with 
hangers, shackle bolts and plates the four 
wheels were ready to roll, but for a body 
and an engine. 

A 2,286cc petrol engine was sourced 
and once a Series II gearbox with Fairey 

black paint on, he acid-etched it before 
priming with etch primer to make doubly 
sure the final coat would stay put and help 
extend the life of the chassis. 

On inspection, the axle casings looked 
like they may have had work done in the 
past and would make do with a rebuild, 
sandblasting at Able Blasting, Wetherby  
and paint applied with the same attention 
to detail as the chassis. 

‘Dismantled and with 
the remit to make the 
Land Rover like new 
while retaining its 
personality

 footwells 
comprising solely 

of ferric oxide 
needed a complete 

rebuild

The Series II takes 
shape as freshly 
painted panels 
and galvanised 
cappings now 
roughly in place 

The Series II 
arrives at the 

workshop in 2011

Only just running 
although the 

axles were 
salvageable 

the chassis and 
springs proved 

unusable

z   

Brittle rear tub 
panels were so 
extensively filled 
they had to be 
replaced 

New galvanised chassis 
etched and painted 
with original wheels 
and refurbished axles 
ready to roll

SERIES II
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overdrive was slotted in to replace the 
Series III one that had been fitted, the work 
to tidy up the engine bay began. 

A new Weber carburettor was a better 
option than trying to match the original 
Zenith that would have come with the 
Series II and a Series III radiator was a 
sensible replacement for the worn one it 
arrived with.  

The starter and dynamo were 
reconditioned and a new Autosparks loom 
saw to the wiring, Peter being careful to 
specify braided covers for the PVC sheathed 
cables to preserve  the authentic look. 

Inside the cab, the smart steering wheel 

care taken to store it, the footwells and 
door pillars were rotten. He inserted steel 
plate as necessary and ensured the ribbed 
section of each footwell was retained. 

The dash panel retained its creases and 
had been surprisingly sound. Meanwhile, 
all the cappings and windscreen frame 
went to Metal Treat in Bradford for dipping 
and Peter set about rebuilding the rear tub. 
Along with replacing an entire Series III 
door which had been fitted to the driver’s 
side together with a well-worn passenger 
door, this was the area requiring the most 
radical treatment. 

While the tub floor and wheel boxes 

Taller than the original 6.00x16, the 7.50x16 tyres give a more rugged stance to the 88in  truck cab

New lenses on 
plastic bezels and a 
refurbished badge 
complete the new 

old stock rear 
quarter panels

Repainted steering 
wheel looks almost 
factory fresh while Peter 
hides a tiny disc of original 
painted panel under the dash

Galvanised 
original 
cappings,  
filler cap 
and original 
aluminium  
rivets in the 
correct position 
on the truck cab 
are important 
details

was complemented by Bakelite ignition, 
headlamp and sidelight switches and Peter 
added new controls for the indicators, the 
lights having being fitted from new. 

The Smiths heater was completely 
refurbished, Peter taking great pains to 
paint it with ‘Wrinkle Plus’ to match the 
original crackle finish on the casing. 
However, it was with the bulkhead and the 
body that Tim would notice most of the 
difference between the rather sad looking 
Land Rover he brought to Yorkshire and the 
one he would take back to London. 

Peter rebuilt the bulkhead totally. It had 
been patched in the past and despite the 
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Peter takes great 
care to ensure 

panel fit and shut 
lines are as neat as 

possible 
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were salvaged and refurbished, new old-
stock side panels for the rear tub, together 
with rear quarter panels from Craddock’s 
were fitted along with a set of correct hood 
sticks from Peter’s accumulated stock.  

A brand new tailgate from Rocky 
Mountain replaced the original which had 
become twisted. To finish, once the paint 
was applied, the original domed aluminium 
rivets were placed in the new side panels. 
The doors and door tops while new were 
also given a special finishing touch with 
the original top door hinges which included 
a bracket for mirrors. 

Once off, the truck cab roof was replaced 
with a less battered one and Peter set about 
the meticulous task of lining up the new 

Before- 
very dusty 
instrument 
panel with 
almost 
obligatory 
Dymo 
tape labels 
ready for 
refurbishment

After- 
renovated 
and repainted 
instrument 
panel with all 
original lights, 
clocks and 
switches

Original rear truck cab sliding window with 
etched registration number just visible at the 
bottom middle

Smiths heater 
refurbished 
and repainted 
with new hose 
assembly

Replacement 
2,286cc engine looks 

surgically clean 

‘Peter set about the 
meticulous task of 
lining up the new 
nuts and bolts of 
the correct thread 
back in the original 
position’

nuts and bolts of the correct thread back in 
the original position. 

With this task complete, the front wings 
were given new skins and a tidy front 
panel found to replace the rusty one. To 
complete the job, as well as a new fuel 
tank, the seat boxes were rebuilt and 
everything painted to a blemish free finish. 

With the fresh smell of rubber mats in 
the cab and everything polished to a tee, 
Tim Harris’ father could be forgiven for 
thinking he’d been transported back to a 
showroom in 1961. Concours-accurate, 
this restoration is not but as a gleaming 
personal tribute this Series II is as fond and 
as precious as they come and well worth 
the three-year wait. a

SERIES II
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Visit our website, phone or email for a free catalogue

www.vehicleproducts.co.ukwww.vehicleproducts.co.uk
Tel No: 0115 9305454 and email: sales@vehicleproducts.co.uk

We supply a comprehensive range of wiring products
for repair, modification or complete rewire to your

classic Land Rover

Free
catalogue

VEHICLE WIRING PRODUCTS
9 BUXTON COURT, MANNERS IND EST, ILKESTON

DERBYSHIRE, DE7 8EF

VEHICLE WIRING PRODUCTS
9 BUXTON COURT, MANNERS IND EST, ILKESTON

DERBYSHIRE, DE7 8EF

STEVE PARKERS LTD
INDEPENDENT SPECIALIST
FOR LAND ROVERS® AND
RANGE ROVERS®

DISCOVERY 200 TDI CONVERSION INTO SERIES & 90/110,
DISCOVERY 300 TDI CONVERSION INTO 90/110

We can now fit your new replacementreplacement chassis!!!
Please contact us to discuss your requirements

W
E

CAN
NOW

SUPPLY

REPLACEM
ENT

DISCOVERY
2

CHASSIS

Futureproof
your landrover
with a new Richards Chassis

DEFENDER CHASSIS FROM £1195 + vat SERIES CHASSIS FROM £1122 + vat
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WORDS AND PICTURES ROS WOODHAM

All in 
the Family

SERIES ONE
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 On the east coast of New Zealand, 
award-winning vineyards occupy 
the deforested landscape around 

Hawkes Bay, making the most of the 
clean, fresh air and sea breeze. I headed 
inland, through Hastings, and turned into 
the driveway of Olrig Station where I was 
greeted by Richard Paterson, his partner 
Trudy and their working Border Collie, 
Gus. It was already clear that this was 

the home of someone fanatical about 
vintage machinery. 

Richard is the � fth generation of 
a family of cattle farmers who 

arrived by boat from England 
in 1859. The Patersons were 
originally from Olrig, near 
Thurso in the far north-eastern 

corner of Scotland – a place 
drenched in folklore and a name 

with Norse origins. 
At its height, the namesake 

farm in New Zealand measured 
29,000 acres but at the turn of 

During a trip to New Zealand, Ros Woodham visited a working cattle station 
and discovered how Land Rovers have played a signifi cant role 

there through the generations

the century a new Liberal government 
bought  land from large estate holders for 
subdivision, so in 1906 Olrig Station was 
halved. Today, at 2,100 acres, Olrig is still 
a sizeable farm by British standards, with 
around 1,500 bulls and 700 ewes. 

After the launch of the Land Rover 
in 1948 and its instant success at the 
Amsterdam Motor Show, its export market 
� ourished and Land Rover’s order books 
bulged. 

As well as appealing to industry and 
agriculture in New Zealand, the Land 
Rover was also adopted by its army and 
large numbers were shipped there during 
the initial years of manufacture.

Richard has been at Olrig Station since 
2001. Sadly, his father died recentlu, but 
since then he has been poring over the 
accounts and archives and discovered that 
the � rst Land Rover came to the farm in 
July 1949. 

Today, there are three Series Ones 
occupying various sheds at Olrig. One 
which no longer plays an active role on 
the farm is a decaying 107in which used to 
belong to his uncle. 

In its day it would have been a working 
vehicle on the family land in Marlborough 
Sounds on the South Island. Richard claims 
it’s “too far gone” to restore but admits 
that it would likely be of more value in the 
UK where 107s are particularly scarce. 

‘Today, there are three Series Ones occupying various sheds at Olrig’
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Beside the 107 sat a 1953 80in hard top 
which he bought from the Nelson area in 
2008. It has had just four owners and was 
� rst registered in the UK before coming to 
New Zealand in 1957. It still carries one of 
the original plates, LHO 644. 

The other remains with a previous owner 
who, unfortunately, developed Alzheimer’s 
and was never able to remember where he 
put it! The spare wheel still has its original 
tyre showing the original car-type tread 
pattern from the 1950s and is mounted 
inside on the rear-most bulkhead.

Richard has completely stripped and 
repainted this vehicle as well as overhauling 
the mechanics. He added the PTO which is 
accessed via a cover where the centre seat 
would normally be. He did not have to 
modify much as there were only ever two 
seats in this particular vehicle “The driver’s 
seat was standard, anything else was extra,” 
he explained. 

As the truck is a hard top, Richard plans 
to add a touch of luxury in the form of an 
original Radiomobile. This 1950s radio unit 
would have been standard for many Rover 

cars at that time. To install it, the valve box 
needs to be close to the battery – or even 
running off a separate battery as they tend 
to drain power at an alarming rate – and 
some kind of custom mounting which 
Richard is yet to determine. 

Since I visited him he has acquired 
another Radiomobile. “If I see something 
that I already have, I’ll take it as a spare at 
the right price. Adding period details and 
accessories adds value and charm.”

The traf� cators were imported from 
the UK – they were the standard way of 
indicating from 1948 until the 86in came 
out in 1953. “My father told me that the 
traf� cators were easily broken and the later, 
glass-type, were more visible and longer-
lasting.” 

This project is not quite completed – there 

Original two-litre 
engine kept in good 
working order

Traffi cators pre-
date indicators 

but were not 
easily visible and 
were susceptible 

to breaking

PTO accessed through cover 
plate between the two front 
seats

PTO attachment for belt-driven machinery

Richard is 
always on 

the lookout 
for period 

details

UK 
registration 
plate remains 
a feature on 
the front but 
the rear one 
is missing

SERIES ONE

Olrig Station has plenty of shed 
space for valuable Land Rovers
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Richard is always on the 
lookout for period details

The NZ army ordered large numbers of Land 
Rovers in the early years of manufacture

Basic military 
vehicles had their 

ID number and 
various specs 
stencilled on

Basic military 
vehicles had their 

ID number and 
various specs 
stencilled on

It was in fair condition – there were 
several coats of paint over the original 
army layer but there was no rust and it 
seemed to have been well looked after. 

He stripped it down to the bulkhead 
and the original two-litre engine and 
brought the panels back to bare metal for 
repainting although decided to leave many 
of the imperfections in the bodywork to 
retain a little character. 

Its military service history is not clear 
but it would almost certainly have served 
at Burnham, Christchurch, the largest 
army base in New Zealand’s South Island. 

It is suspected that this vehicle also 
served overseas but there is no hard 
evidence to con� rm that. It seems likely 
that the vertically-aligned indicator lights 
on the front wings were a later addition 
as military models tended to be kept as 
basic as possible. “They would have come 
straight from the UK, often without even 
touching the paint – just stencil them up, 
stick a camo net on the front and away 
you go.” Aside from the addition of a PTO 
on the hard top and some modi� ed wiring 
and fuses in the army vehicle, both these 
80ins are very original and, despite New 
Zealand’s reputation for wet weather, both 
have been well-maintained and remain 
remarkably rust-free. Richard’s love of 
Land Rovers is shared by many enthusiasts 
in both the North and South Islands of New 
Zealand. There is a great knowledge-base 
within the community of owners who 
meet regularly, planning trips and road 
runs as often as possible, ensuring that 
their vehicles are well-used. Richard’s real 
pride and joy, however, is not in the form 
of a Series One, but goes by the name of 
‘Goldie.’ This very special 1970 Range Rover 
Classic is the farm’s true workhorse and 
will be featured in next month’s CLR. a

are many rubber seals to go back in, a 
Clayton Round heater and a new battery 
which will save him from having to swap 
in the battery from his other 80in every 
time he wants to move it.
The other 80in is a 1953 model year, 

manufactured in October 1952. He bought 
it from a military collector living just a 
few miles away who had acquired it from 
another collector in Invercargill in the 
South Island.

‘Despite New Zealand’s reputation for wet 
weather, both have been well-maintained 
and remain remarkably rust-free’
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A power plug socket for a military radio trailer

Resourcefulness, ideal for a military vehicle

Although fully-
restored, the 80in 
still works hard
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HIGHLAND CLEARANCES

 OUR LAND ROVERS

Emrys Kirby heads ‘back home’ to 
Scotland for a couple of days to start work 
on the family’s early Series III

A couple of months ago, I introduced 
CLR readers to ‘The Jenny’, a 1972 
Series III that has been in our family 

for more than 20 years. Back in 1992 
when I was just 17, I helped to rebuild 
this vehicle, but after a couple of years on 
the road it developed some problems, was 
parked up and has hardly moved since 
1995. My brother Magnus and I left home 
in the Highlands shortly afterwards but 
for the last decade we have talked about 
getting Jenny back on the road again. 

Busy lives have kept us away but recently 
we decided that 2015 should be the year 
that we would make a concerted effort to 
ful� l this long standing ambition. 

On the last day of 2014, I headed back 
to the Highlands for a couple of days with 
a car packed full of tools. Once we had 
recovered from seeing in the New Year, 
we dragged a very sorry looking Jenny 
out from the side of the house, cleared up 

WORDS AND PICTURES EMRYS KIRBY

Outside the barn, ready 
for the strip-down

First job was to clear 
all the scrap metal 
out of the back
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the piles of rusty scabs from the decaying 
bulkhead and moved it up to the barn. 

Surprisingly, the tyres still held air, the 
brakes freed off almost instantly and worked 
well. Unsurprisingly, the engine wouldn’t 
start but with an old tyre acting as a buffer, 
we were able to use Magnus’ 110 to push it 
into a suitable location so the strip-down 
and assessment could begin in earnest. 

Even the weather held up as we beavered 
away, clearing out all the scrap metal that 
had found its way into the back. 

I was confident that, despite the rotten 
bulkhead, the base vehicle was still pretty 
sound. Replacing the bulkhead pretty much 
means stripping down to the chassis so we 
decided we should go the whole hog and 
do a ground-up rebuild. 

The wings unbolted easily and the front 
grille panel simply fell off due to the fact 
that the bottom had rotted away. 

To make life easier, the rear tub fixing 
bolts met Mr Grinder and in just a few 
hours, we had a rolling chassis and a 
neatly stacked pile of body parts. 

We decided that, except for the doors and 
bulkhead, just about all the bodywork is 

perfectly reuseable with a bit of TLC.
Jenny was rebuilt on a professionally-

repaired chassis back in 1992 and despite 
the passage of almost 23 years, we found it 
was still pretty solid. 

Typically, the rear cross member has 
thinned significantly and I have decided 
replacing it is the best option. A couple 
of bodywork outriggers will require small 
repairs but the only significant area of rot 
is in the front dumb irons. 

Both will need replacing, necessitating 
the removal of the front springs and it was 
here that I found the first seized bolts.

Both front spring bush bolts have seized in 
place giving an ominously springy feeling 
when turning them with a breaker bar. The 
good news is that all the other shackle bolts 
are free and the springs are still in good 
condition under a light coating of rust. 

The fuel tank is totally shot, having 
rotted through where it bolts against the 
rear tub outrigger, a common mud trap. 

As the Highland weather turned to light 
snow, I spent the next day stripping usable 
parts off the old bulkhead and painting them 
in the relative comfort of the barn while 

Magnus headed out to get firewood in. 
The heater box, brake and clutch pedal 

assemblies and assorted linkages now 
look pretty good with a fresh coat of 
Rustin’s matt black. The wiring loom has 
been butchered in the past but on closer 
inspection, looks perfectly repairable once 
I’d stripped out the multiple poorly executed 
crimps, replaced a couple of melted wires 
and rewrapped it in loom tape. 

The night before I had to head home to 
Lancashire, I sat in front of a hot wood-
burning stove and searched through some 
old photos of Jenny ‘back in the day’. 

I also made a long list of parts required 
to complete the rebuild and worked out the 
likely cost to be about £1,000. Meanwhile, 
Magnus spent a bit of time in the barn 
clearing out some of his old childhood books. 

He came in later sounding very excited 
with a first edition of Sir Arthur Conan 
Doyle’s classic The Hound of the Baskervilles 
in his hand. A quick Google search 
suggested that it was worth quite a bit of 
money, conveniently a ball-park figure of 
about £1,000  - so it seems we have a source 
of funding for our project!  

Jenny’s first strip-down back in 1992. 

Above: Stripped to a rolling chassis in just a few 
hours
Left: Angle grinder was required for a few bolts
Below: Dumb irons are totally shot

Above: Assorted parts repainted in matt black 
paint
Below: Current rolling chassis when it was new 
in 1992

64-65 Highlands May JM.indd   65 19/03/2015   13:21



66 MAY 2015 www.classiclandrover.com

 OUR LAND ROVERS

DEGREES OF PATIENCE
Ever since my 4x4s were made by 

Tamiya, Revell and Air� x, I have 
been building, modifying and 

rebuilding them; it’s where I learned a 
modicum of patience in assembling things. 

This enthusiasm was soon transferred to 
real 4x4s and, in more recent years, there’s 
been a succession of projects that have 
gone from a pile of parts to a roadworthy 
4x4. 

One thing that typi� es these builds, that 
wasn’t required with plastic model kits, is 
a period of � ne tuning to get the real ones 
just right. And I must admit that sometimes 
my patience is sorely tried when things 
don’t go according to plan.

This 100in Discovery/Series IIA bitsa 
hybrid, which we nicknamed Off-Rod, 
was built around other jobs in Alldrive’s 
Derbyshire workshop. There are plenty of 
coiler hybrids around but we were trying 
to do something that required a degree of 
extra thought in order to avoid the easy 
dodges like a 90 grille and front end to 
make it all � t. 

Finished it looked pretty cool and we 

WORDS AND PICTURES JOHN CARROLL

Winter in West Yorkshire

The Series owner will soon learn that you 
can’t rush the reliability of a classic
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sorted the niggles that mostly related to 
leaks of one sort and another; the rubber 
fuel pipe became permeable and allowed 
diesel to leak out, the heater matrix 
developed a leak and then there seemed 
to be a head gasket problem. Tony and 
Andrew put all these right and the truck was 
tremendous and drove like a dream. 

After a spell parked in the shed it had some 
pools of liquid underneath it again; with no 
time or patience to put it right, I asked Craig 
Edwards at Green Brothers in Littleborough 
to give it the once over, leaving it with him 
when I collected my Series III which he had 
MoT’d for me.

He discovered that the brake master 
cylinder and the power steering box were 
now leaking - a drawback of using unknown 
secondhand parts left standing around. 

These were replaced, as was the sump 
which was rusty and seemingly slightly 

porous.  Again the 100in was brilliant; 
it passed its MoT test at a garage on the 
Wirral without problems and I went to 
Wales and back in it and used for a lot of 
local running about.

The next problem arose on the M42, 
while I was on the way to a Land Rover 
Series One Club committee meeting one 
bitterly cold Saturday morning and the 
heater suddenly went cold. 

I stopped and checked the water level and 
by the time I got to Gaydon, it had used 
some water so I topped it up in order to get 
home. The engine seemed to be running 
too well for it to be another head gasket 
failure but the water was going somewhere! 

The snow came to Yorkshire and I carried 
on using the truck which was still running 
very well, by frequently topping up the 
water. This of course, was only a temporary 
measure so I took it to Sinmon Feear at 
Simon Services in Wake� eld where the 
guys checked all the hoses for leaks and 

similar, � lled it with new coolant and left 
me to run about it in again. 

When the loss of coolant continued, it was 
time to look further into the engine and 
take the cylinder head off. This revealed 
that water was � nding its way into the 
cylinders in two places. The upside was 
that the head pressure tested okay so a 
new gasket was � tted which hopefully 
will do the trick. It’s not the starship USS 
Enterprise, just an old diesel engine so 
it should be � xable; after all, your best 
teacher is your last mistake. 

Looking forwards, I have a few jobs I need 
to do for which the Ifor Williams canopy 
needs re� tting, I have some ‘Defender 
Demisters’ to � t and I have bought a new 
front bumper and number plate bracket. 
These, along with some genuine towing 
eyes, will allow me to make the front end 
look even more like a late Series IIA -  but 
more on that soon. a

Head gasket shows that water 
was leaking into cylinders

Rusty sump was becoming porous

 MoT time on the Wirral
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VEHICLES FOR SALE

Petrol Hard Top. Very original 
condition. MoT Nov 14, Tax Sept 14 

£1,300 ONO
Phone Jon Barter: 07885 800791 

(Essex) 

SERIES III 88 1975
Petrol Hard Top. Very original 
condition. MOT Nov 14. Tax Sept 14.
£1300 ONO.
Jon Barter Essex 
07885800791

SERIES III 88 
1975 

Petrol full nut and bolt restoration, 
54k miles on original engine/gearbox 
etc. Looks like new even underneath, 
new soft top, MoT April 15, Tax Free. 

£10,850 Phone: 01233 841817 

1967 SERIES 2A,
Petrol full nut and bolt restoration, 
54k Miles on Original Engine/
gearbox etc.  Looks like new even 
underneath, new soft top, MOT 
April 2015, TAX free. £10,850
Tel: 01233 841817

1967 
SERIES 2A 

Sympathetically restored over 
last 12 months. New petrol engine, 

freewheeling hubs, 7 seats, overdrive, 
12 months MoT, new doors/windows. 
£8,500 ONO Phone: 07825 744808

LAND ROVER SERIES 3 1976
Sympathetically restored over 
last 12 months. New petrol 
engine, freewheeling hubs, 7 seats, 
overdrive, 12 months MOT, new 
doors and windows.
£8,500 ONO.
Tel 07825 744808

LAND ROVER SERIES 3 
1976 

129,000mls, MoT Apr15, service history, 
5-speed manual, ABS, PAS, HDC, 

Alloys, central locking, heated leather 
seats, radio, cassette, CD player, Mantec 

aluminium sump guard, tank/exhaust 
guard, chequer plate sill protectors. 
New clutch/exhaust. £2975 ONO 

Phone: 01223 971394 (Cambridge)

2002 FREELANDER TD4 DIESEL,
129,000 miles, MOT April 2015, service 
history, 5-speed Manual, ABS, PAS, HDC, 
Alloys, central locking, heated leather 
seats, radio, cassette, CD player, Mantec 
aluminium sump guard, tank guard, exhaust 
guard, and chequer plate sill protectors. 
New clutch and exhaust. £2975.00 ono
01223 971394 (Cambridge)

2002 FREELANDER 
TD4 DIESEL 

SWB, Diesel, MoT September 14, 
Tax exempt, fairey overdrive, 

5 new tyres, bulkhead and 
chassis in excellent condition. 

£2,950 Phone: 07821 764948

1972 SERIES 3
SWB, Diesel, MOT September 14, 
Tax Exempt, Fairey Overdrive, 
5 New Tyres, Bulkhead and Chassis in 
Excellent Condition, £2950
Tel: 07821764948

1972 
SERIES 3

Only covered 7604mls in last 13yrs. 
Recond. engine, tow hitch front/rear, 
electric winch, new tyres, spare on 
rear door, hood frame. £6,500 ONO 
Phone: 01243 572512 (W. Sussex)

LAND ROVER SERIES THREE. 1976
Only covered 7604 miles in the last 
13 years. Reconditioned engine. Tow 
hitch front and rear. Electric Winch. 
New tyres. Spare on the rear door. 
Hood frame £6500 ono 
Tel 01243 572512 West Sussex.

LAND ROVER DIESEL SERIES 3. 
1976

Ex-RAF, barn stored 
for 30 years for restoration, 
reasonable offer excepted.

Phone: 07944 772899 
(Bury)

LAND ROVER SII 1963,
Ex-RAF, barn stored 30 years 
for restoration. Reasonable offer 
excepted. 
TEL: 07944 772899 (BURY)

LAND ROVER SERIES 2
1963

Overdrive, galvanised chassis, Modular 
steel wheels, plus original Land Rover 
wheels, good tyres, never off roaded, 

garaged, exc. upholstery, owned 21yrs 
£4000 ONO Phone: 01948 710390

1972 SWB SERIES 3 DIESEL
Overdrive. Galvanised chassis. 
Modular steel wheels, plus original 
Landrover wheels, all with good tyres. 
Never off roaded. Garaged. Excellent 
upholstery. Owned 21years

£4000 ONO.
Tel: 01948 710390

1972 SWB SERIES 3 
DIESEL

LAND ROVER SERIES 2. 
JANUARY 1959, 

DIESEL, HARDTOP

2 owners from new, 
unused since 1965, 

reg. No. 3796 AC on V5
 needs restoration. Offers.

Phone: 0776 8973343

1956 SERIES ONE 
107 PICKUP

Sweet petrol with good chassis 
and reasonable bulkhead, 

pictures available 
on request.

£2,500

Phone: 07890 786925 
Email: r.sharpy@hotmail.com

88" Free wheeling hubs & overdrive. 1994 
200Di Discovery Diesel Engine. Chassis, 
bulkhead, Bodywork, and mechanically, 
very good. Upholstery excellent. MOT'd 

October. Taxed June. £4,500 ono 
Phone: 0141 956 3911

SERIES III
1981

£2,800. 
Also Short Wheel Base Series 2A for 
renovation, good engine & gearbox 

£700. 
Phone Bernard 01772 469377 

LAND ROVER SERIES 2, 
1959

SERIES III, 1973, PETROL, 

Tax exempt, hard top, very original, 

short wheel base, MOT 8 months, 

in good working order, ready to use, 

£2500 ONO, priced to sell 

as space required, 

Phone: 07404 130881 (Manchester)

SERIES 2A 1966
2 ¼ petrol, all original, bronze green 

with ragtop, good condition, long MOT, 

tax exempt, freewheel hubs, towbar, 

new seats, new heater matrix, 

original Land Rover hydraulic 

winch and handbook, 

£3,995 ONO

Phone: 01425 613397

MOT 4mths, 116,000 mls,Truck cab 
caged back. Recond gear box, New lights, 
shock absorbers, grill, used daily. Many 
new parts receipts available. £2,500 

Phone: 01428 551239 / 07507 148033

LANDROVER 110 
1990 DIESEL

2¼ P,  original, bronze green with ragtop, 
good cond., MOT, tax exempt, freewheel 

hubs, towbar, new seats/heater Matrix, orig. 
Land Rover hydraulic winch & handbook 

£3,995 ono. Phone:  01425 613397

SERIES 2A 
1966

Genuine 41,000 mileage, short wheel 
base 88, 2.25 L Petrol, restored 1989, 

MOT to July 31st, drives £4,750
Phone: 01962 863572  

(Hampshire)

1962 SERIES 
IIA. 

engine rebuild less 1000 mls, roof rack,
garaged for 8yrs, new parts, need some tlc 
to get back to former glory £2,000 ono

0191 4913368 / 07814 860223 
email: marieshannon057@gmail.com 

SERIES 2A 
1965, TAX EXEMPT

refurbished chassis, B’head, Xmembers, 
u/sealed, Waxoyled recond., G/Box, new 
tyres, clutch, ball Joints, Relay Radiator, 
door seals. Exc. body paintwork, MOT 
Jan 16 £4,000 Phone: 01324 626887 

LAND ROVER SERIES III, 
1974 SWB HARDTOP
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VEHICLES FOR SALE

1968, Galvanised chassis, 
200TDi, 12 seater, tax and MoT. 

£4,500 
Phone: 01544 267587 (Evenings) 

(Mid Wales)

SERIES 2A L.W.B COUNTY
STATION WAGON
1968, galvanised chassis, 200tdi, 
12 seater. taxed and MoT.
£4500.
TEL: 01544 267587 EVENINGS
MID WALES

SERIES 2A L.W.B 
COUNTY STATION WAGON

Henri oil.
£2000

Phone: 0208 367 9515 

LAND ROVER 110 01-12-87
Henri oil.
£2000
Tel: 0208 367 9515

LAND ROVER 110 
01-12-87 

Tax Free, MoT July 15, restored 10yrs 
ago, completed 12,000 miles since, 
Freewheeling hubs. Good interior. 

Lots spent over last 3 years. £3,750 
Phone: 07590 851973 (N. Norfolk)

1966 SERIES 2A 109 2.25LITRE 
PETROL
Tax Free - MOT July 2015 
Restored 10 years ago, completed 
12,000 miles since. Freewheeling 
hubs. Good interior. Lots spent over 
last 3 years.
£3750 NORTH NORFOLK 07590851973

1966 SERIES 2A 109 
2.25 LITRE PETROL 

2.25 Diesel, Tax exempt, 
Parabolic springs, 
fairey overdrive, 

re-conditioned engine / gearbox.
Phone: 07572 107119 (Kent)

LANDROVER SERIES 3 1971
2.25 Diesel, TAX Exempt
Parabolic Springs, Fairey Overdrive
Re-con engine & gearbox Kent,
07572107119

LAND ROVER SERIES 3. 
1971

Exc. Bulkhead chassis, lots of new parts/
improvements, looks not spoilt, great drive, 
email or call for full details & photos. 
£4,500 ONO Phone: 07713 332513
Email: ir4sale@outlook.com (Kent)

1982 PETROL SERIES 3
Excellent Bulkhead Chassis lots 
of new parts and improvements. 
Looks not spoilt. Great drive. email 
or call full details and photos
£4500 ONO.
Kent 07713332513 lr4sale@outlook.com

1982 
PETROL SERIES 3

Very good cond., new brakes, lots of 
money spent making it as American as 
possible, incl. wartime gauges, canvas 
tilt, shovel aerial, vintage brass fi re 
extinguisher, taxed & MoT, ideal for 

70th Anniv. trip to Normandy in June.
£9,000 Phone: 01548 521278(Devon)

VEHICLES FOR SALE willys hotchkiss 
jeep very good condition with recent new 
brakes and lots of money spent making 
it as american as poss including wartime 
gauges, canvas tilt, shovel aerial, vintage 
brass fi re extinguisher,taxed and MoT, ideal 
for the 70th anniversary trip to Normandy 
in June £9000 
tel 01548521278 Devon

WILLYS HOTCHKISS 
JEEP

7 seater overdrive, low mileage, part 
galvanised chassis, new doors, seats, 

new brakes, good tyres and paint, 
new County Decals, MOT, 

no bodywork dents. £7,250 ONO 
Phone: 01263 720647

COUNTY 88”, 1983, 
RENOVATED 2 ¼ PETROL

Complete sympathetic restoration retaining 
superb original detail inc. numbered chassis, 

new brakes, suspension, wiring loom, overdrive, 
canvas, elephant hide seats, full sep. panel prof. 

re-spray in factory bronze green. £11,995 
Phone: 07762 943507 (Oxfordshire)

1960 SERIES II
Complete sympathetic restoration 
retaining superb original detail 
including numbered chassis, new brakes, 
suspension, wiring loom, overdrive, 
canvas, elephant hide seats, full separate 
panel professional re-spray in factory 
bronze green.

£11,995. Tel 07762943507 Oxfordshire

1960 
SERIES II

90 198k miles, original engine, 
will sell with new MoT, 

clean and tidy, structurally good, 
runs beautifully, used daily.

£3,800 ONO
Phone: 07811 205038 (West Sussex)

1987 
LAND ROVER

1987 LAND ROVER
90 198k miles, original engine, will 
sell with new MOT. Clean and tidy, 
structurally good, runs beautifully, 
used daily
£3800 ONO.
MOB. 07811205038 WEST SUSSEX

LAND ROVER SWB, 
SERIES III, 1975

2.5 litre petrol, LPG conversion, 
galvanised chassis, overdrive, 
uprated brakes, mechanically 
very good, long MoT and tax, 

requires cosmetic work 
and repaint.
£2,750 ONO

Phone: 07908 115691 (Staffs)

LAND ROVER SERIES IIA, 
1969
Petrol, 

hard top, 
galvanised chassis, 
taxed and tested.

£2,700

Phone: 01395 442660 
After 6pm Only 

(Devon)

Runs but not very well. Restoration 
project or for parts. To be sold 

complete. US Military vehicle colour 
green. No MOT & or SORN. 
Phone Pete: 07831 138408.

1988 RANGE ROVER EFI AUTO, 
V8

90 1996 300 
(TD)

Soft or hard top safety devices 
roll over cage, 

galvanised chassis 
BF Goodrich. 

Cash waiting for 
right vehicle.

Phone: 07931 857604

SET OF 

HOOD STICKS 

For 1955 86” Series I, 

Phone Paul on: 01905 452932 

(Worcestershire)

SET OF SPLIT RIM 

WHEELS 

for a Series One. 

Phone: 0118 9713045 

(Berkshire)

LAND ROVER 109 11A 

WANTED, 

Ex. Military preferred. 

Phone: 02476 544282

SERIES I, 

PETROL ENGINE.  

Also set of 1 tonne 

forward control wheels 

and a Series II dashboard top.  

Phone: 01575 574221/

07711 543941

WANTED

LAND ROVER SERIES I, 1969
1956, ex. Army, 2.0ltr petrol, 
olive paint, full tilt, 7.50 tyres, 

rear bench seats, good all 
round condition, everything works 

as it should. 
Heater, wipers, indicators fi tted

£7,500

Phone: 07531 375079 

2013/2014 

BACK ISSUES OF 

CLASSIC LAND ROVER, 

Cash waiting 

Phone: 07968 048762

LAND ROVER 

88” 4 CYL 1980
Spares or repair, ideal registration 

project, chassis not good, 

many spare parts. 

Log book present. Complete 

£800.00 

Phone: 07846 455697 (Liverpool)
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WANTED

PARTS FOR SALE

From 1964 Series 2A 88 inch with 
set of hood sticks. Original green 

paintwork! Rear sliding windows need 
some TLC. £200 OVNO

Phone: 07778 463172 (S. Suffolk)

TRUCK 
CAB TOP

TRUCK CAB TOP
from 1964 Series 2A 88 inch with 
set of hood sticks. Original green 
paintwork! Rear sliding windows 
need some tlc.
£200.00 OVNO.
TEL: 07778 463172 SOUTH SUFFOLK

LAND ROVER SERIES IIA
STATION WAGON PARTS...

Second row seats, 3 of, 
good condition £60.

2 rear 3 man bench seats, 
brown check material, no tears, 

needs a clean £30.

2 front springs, 11 leaf £60.

IIA steering box £60.

Phone: 01294 833320 (N. Ayrshire)

Series Transfer Box, unknown history £50.
Defender Fibreglass front 

grill panel £10.
2 Defender Stage 1 Land Rover wheels, 

9.00-16 tyres, serviceable £25 each.
2 Series Land Rover petrol tanks, 

serviceable £25 each.
1 Land Rover Wheel and Tyre 7.50-16 

£25.
1 new door skin for Series II/III 

Land Rover £15.
Series II/III Land Rover air cleaner 
and battery mounting bracket £25. 

Phone: 07968 048762

WINCH-FAIREY
Mechanical drive, 

came off S2A, 

approximately 3 Ton plus, 

includes all shafts, drive, 

oil cooler etc. 

£300

Phone: 07984 537424 (Dundee)

4X LAND ROVER TYRES 

WITH WHEELS

General Grabber TR, 235/85 R 16, 

7mm tread, £180 the lot, 

collection from Ceredigion.

Phone: 01559 362219 

Email: djhadley1@aol.co.uk

LAND ROVER 

SERIES ONE

Canvas top used but 

not rotten.

£100

Phone: 01548 521278

LT77 

5 SPEED GEARBOX

Needs output shaft.

£100

Phone: 07770 773332

Slavin Expedition by Safety Devices. 
Rain-gutter mounted, tubular steel, 

with ladder & mountings, as new. Fits 
Defender 90 or compatible. £500ono
Phone: 07952 672409 (SE London)

ROOF RACK 
FOR SALE

VERY ORIGINAL 

SERIES 2A 

HARD TOP 

for very original 

1966 vehicle.

Phone: 07968 048762

SWB PETROL 2, 2A OR 

A SERIES 3.
Looking for one in excellent 

useable condition. 

Everything considered. 

Private buyer.

Please call 07798 866071 

Email: dthomas409@hotmail.com

SERIES LAND ROVER 

FOR A 

PRIVATE 

COLLECTOR.
Cash paid.

Please call me on 

07548 522672

or email: rdlrdl@hotmail.co.uk

LUTON BEDFORDSHIRE

SERIES I OR II.
Soft top pick-up 50’s or 60’s. 

Good bulkhead. 

Don’t mind a bit of work. 

Cash waiting.

Contact Joe: 07530 584979 

After 7pm.

FOR EX-MILITARY

DEFENDER 110, 

TYRES MICHELIN 

XCL 750X16

or information where I might 

get some. Thank you.

Phone: 01453 886056

AGROVER WANTED
Any condition or any Land Rover 

with PTO Hydraulics. 

Also wanted bottom PTO.

Phone: 01924 695215 / 

07946 881079 

willing to collect from anywhere 

in the UK.

LAND ROVER

CAPSTAIN 

WINCH

for Series 3 Land Rover 

(petrol)

Phone: 01559 362219 

Email: djhadley1@aol.co.uk

FORWARD

CONTROL 

IIB

Project or 

fi nished vehicle.

Phone: 07946 881079 

Email: steven_morris9@sky.com

Classic Range Rover Dog Guard 
with Gun Clips £40. 

Classic Range Rover replacement 
Weld in rear wheel arches £40

Freelanxer Steel Wheels, as new with
centre caps and nuts £40. 

Tel: 07850 499747

4 NO.  8 SPOKE WHEELS 
AND TYRES. 

Enduro Runway A/T
31 x 10.50 R15

2No. Tyres with 10mm tread, 
2 No. Tyres with 7mm tread - 

all balanced
Price £180 

Collection from North Kent.
Phone: 07740 182827 (Daytime) 

TWO SERIES III 

2¼ PETROL ENGINES,
no  ancillaries 

£100 each one.  

110 EX.MILITARY HARDTOP 

with rear door 

£100 ONO. 

Phone: 07831 138408.
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TYRE TRACKS ON THE MAP
Self-confessed cartophile John Carroll explains his love of old Michelin maps

VINTAGE ESSENTIALS

Some of my � rst off-roading trips 
abroad were to Europe in the late-
eighties when friends and I drove to 

the French Alps and the Belgian Ardennes, 
to take part in organised events such as the 
Croisiere Blanche. 

Of course, there was no satnav in 
those days and one of the things that 
characterised the trip was buying Michelin 
maps with which to navigate. Sold in 
� lling stations, they typify France as 
much as Pernod, Gauloises and Leclerc 
hypermarches. 

There was, and still is, a bewildering 
selection of maps available; regional, 
national, different scales and size of 
area covered all of which fascinated a 
cartophile and led to my buying a few 
older versions from charity shops. 

Before long I had amassed a pile that 
favoured the 1:200,000 (1cm:2km) scale 
maps with the yellow covers. The key facts 
are that Michelin maps are produced by 
the famous tyre company, were � rst issued 
more than a century ago and a version 
of the yellow covers � rst appeared in the 
early � fties. For 30 years prior to this, 
the maps had orange and blue covers and 
since then there have been eight or nine 
series differentiated by the evolving cover 
designs that parallel mapping updates. The 
tyre connection is clear and the famous 
trademark ‘Michelin man’ appears on maps 
from 1921 onwards. Numerous versions 
were printed by all sides in the Second 
World War. 

One map that was useful in those early 
trips to the alps was No 244 the Rhône-

Alpes, a sheet that maps many of the 
famous ski resorts and where a visually-
effective, airbrushed-style of colouring 
marked the relief of mountains and forests.

 Though different to British OS maps, 
it didn’t take long to get used to them 
and, like countless thousands before us, 
navigate accurately and admire the wealth 
of detail contained on each map. 

Michelin maps also became the guide 
when driving across northern Europe from 
Waterloo in the east to Normandy in the 
west via The Somme. 

All the place names from the pages 
of history books are there and a small 
rectangle with a cross and the abbreviation 
Brit. or Cdn. next to it are the poignant 
reminders of how much of that history was 
made and just how much it cost. 

Michelin hasn’t ignored this heritage 
and sells numerous historical maps and, 
because France is blessed with rivers 
and mountains, the company produces 
maps for cyclists and canoeists. I was 
particularly pleased to � nd a Michelin 
canoe camping map from 1955 in a charity 
shop and add it to my collection.

Michelin looked beyond France from its 
earliest days, so maps of Great Britain and 
other European countries are plentiful as 
are maps of North Africa. Maybe the latter 
is because of France’s former colonial 
associations with various North African 
countries or its proximity south across the 
Mediterranean -  I’m not sure. 

Either way, it was to a current edition of 
the Michelin (1:1,000,000) Morocco map 
that we turned when planning the route to 

Marrakech for our project Series III 109in, the 
Marrakech Express. That same map will be in 
the dashboard for the journey too. 

WORDS AND PICTURES JOHN CARROLL

(left to right) Michelin maps from 1924, 1926, 
1955, 1971, 1986, 1989 and 1999
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will travel

Au revoir France; the 
view from just one 

of the public decks; 
plenty of outdoor 

seating and room for 
younger travellers 
to run around too 
(Brittany Ferries)
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Have Land Rover, 

Mainland Britain is a great place to holiday, but why not take a ferry and explore 
a little farther afi eld this year?  Here’s our guide to the essential preparations. 

Ihaveloved ferries ever since I was a little 
girl; when it was a huge treat to take the 
ferry ‘ ‘cross the Mersey’ from Pier Head 

to New Brighton because that meant going 
to the beach   

As soon as we were old enough, and my 
friend Jane got a second-hand Renault, I 
persuaded her we should take it home to 
France for its holidays.  

No Channel Tunnel in those days of 
course, so we headed to Dover for the ferry; 
even today I remember the excitement of 
waiting in that queue and I still experience 
the same buzz of anticipation as I get close 

to a port.  I might only be crossing to the 
Isle of Wight, but it’s still an expedition.  

However, if you’re taking your Land Rover 
abroad, there are legal requirements you 
must meet, rules and regulations you should 
be aware of and it’s handy to know a bit 
about what to expect too.  

If only I’d known what to do the � rst time 
I came across an automatic petrol station in 
France. I’d never heard of such a thing, let 
alone used one; I was entirely clueless and 
ended up losing my credit card.  

These days, with the internet, it’s so much 
easier to � nd the information you’ll need, 

but as the CLR team regularly takes ferries 
to the nearest bits of Europe, as well as 
far-� ung corners of the UK, these are our 
top tips for planning a holiday with your 
Land Rover.

It goes without saying that your vehicle 
should be roadworthy and it makes sense 
to give it a thorough once-over in plenty of 
time before you leave, so check all the usual 
� uids, moving parts, brakes, tyres and the 
like.  

I will admit, I also use longer trips as 
the impetus to get those little (and not so 
little) jobs done. So before our last foray 

JOURNEYS
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abroad I treated my Series IIA to a brand 
new canvas tilt and a rare polish. It’s also 
worth thinking about creature comforts, 
especially if you’ll have the family with 
you, so does the heater work and can 
you charge electronic gadgets?  We’ve 
found waterproof 12v charging sockets for 
motorcycles perfect for a leaky old Land 
Rover; preferably several double sets to 
prevent arguments 

I used to head for the Continent with 
barely a thought, but the rules are being 
applied far more strictly now, so I tend 
to over-comply rather than give foreign 

policemen any cause to find fault, 
especially when on-the-spot fines can be as 
much as €750 (more than £500).  

So for starters, when you take any 
vehicle abroad it must display a country 
designation plate. I didn’t fancy a plastic 
GB sticker on my classic, so bought a cast 
aluminium plaque from Vintage Car Parts; 
a quick Google search will give you a whole 
host of suppliers and options.  

The other obvious issue will be your 
headlight beams.  Although it seems crazy 
to talk about classic Land Rover headlights 
dazzling anyone, if you’re heading for the 

‘It goes without 
saying that your 
vehicle should be 
roadworthy’

Even very small towns 
have some spectacular 
hidden gems

Not a bad spot for a baguette, 
bought from the local bakery

Parking 
can be a worry; 

less so with self-catering 
accommodation

Cabins are often 
inexpensive and 
provide a private bolt-
hole on longer crossings
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FERRY 
COMPANIES
France Brittany Ferries

DFDS Seaways
P&O Ferries
Condor Ferries 
My Ferry Link 

Spain Brittany Ferries

Belgium P&O Ferries

Holland Stena Line
P&O Ferries
DFDS Seaways

Norway Norwegian Seaways, 
starting in March 2016

Denmark Regina Line, starting in 
summer 2015

Republic 
of Ireland

Irish Ferries
P&O Irish Sea
Stena Line

Northern 
Ireland

P&O Irish Sea
Stena Line
Isle of Man Steam Packet 
Company

Scottish 
Islands

Caledonian MacBrayne
NorthLink

Isle of 
Man

Isle of Man Steam Packet 
Company

Isle of 
Wight

Wightlink
Red Funnel

Continent it’s compulsory to adjust the 
beams for driving on the right, that way 
you’ll be able to see properly and your 
lights can’t possibly offend on-coming 
traffic.  

I have particularly bright HID lights, 
but again, rather than resorting to plastic 
patches I’ve hunted down some classic 
beam deflectors.  They’re a bit like contact 
lenses for headlights and they’re very 
effective; eBay often has them listed, 
typically as ‘Lucas Headlamp Beam 
Deflectors’.  And if you’re thinking of 
travelling in winter, you may be required 
to fit winter tyres or carry snow chains, so 
check out the latest regulations.

In terms of documentation, it’s 
compulsory throughout Europe to carry 
originals of your registration document and 

motor insurance certificate, not copies.  
In some countries it’s illegal to drive under 

18, even if you have a full UK driving 
licence; and if you have a photocard 
licence, up until now it’s been compulsory 
to carry your paper counterpart too, 
however, the DVLA is abolishing the paper 
counterpart.  

After June 8, 2015 it will no longer have 
any legal status and DVLA advice is to 
destroy it; hopefully foreign police forces 
will be informed of the changes.  

You’ll need extra documentation and 
permissions if you’re taking a boat or 
someone else’s vehicle, ideally you should 
have at least three months validity on your 
passport and there’s breakdown cover and 
travel insurance to consider too.  

It’s certainly worth getting a free 

View from the cab; Brittany Ferries, Portsmouth to Santander

Below left: Sailing with the Isle of Man Steam 
Packet Company; there’s plenty of seating, two 
cinema lounges, a bar and a café – you don’t get 
that on a plane

JOURNEYS
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ONLINE 
INFORMATION 
RESOURCES
AA: www.theaa.com/motoring_advice/
overseas/index.html
RAC: www.rac.co.uk/travel/driving-abroad
NHS EHIC Application: http://www.
nhs.uk/NHSEngland/Healthcareabroad/
EHIC/Pages/about-the-ehic.aspx - 
Remember, it’s FREE: beware unofficial 
sites which charge you for the service
DVLA, driving licence changes: https://
www.gov.uk/government/news/driving-
licence-changes
DVLA, driving abroad: https://www.gov.
uk/driving-abroad
www.pitchup.com has quite a selection 
of campsites in Europe which you 
can book online before you go (other 
websites are available )

A FEW EXTRAS…
•  The emergency number in Europe 

is 112
•  Roads on the Continent – even some 

of the major routes – tend to be less 
crowded than in the UK; on the whole, 
they’re exceptionally well signposted 
and well maintained too

•  Your debit and credit cards will work 
in cash machines and shops, just like in 
the UK

•  Sunday opening is less common than 
in the UK; France is mainly closed for 
the day  

•  If you’ll be going beyond the EU or 
European Economic Area, you may 
need an International Driving Permit

European Health Insurance Card (EHIC), 
which entitles you to reduced-cost or 
free medical treatment in most European 
countries.  

Most importantly, remember to have 
all this paperwork with you when you’re 
driving around: no leaving it safe 
‘back at base’ as the laws on producing 
documentation at the roadside are strictly 
enforced.  

There are compulsory bits of ‘kit’ you’ll 
need too.  Surprisingly, a fire extinguisher 
is not a legal requirement, but always a 
good idea; as is a basic medical kit.  You’ll 
need a warning triangle in most countries; 
and in many, a reflective jacket or waistcoat 
for one or more persons in the vehicle.  

Always carry your reflective jackets in the 
passenger compartment: if you have to get 
out to retrieve them from the boot you may 
well get an on-the-spot fine!  It’s worth 
adopting the local custom of putting them 
over the back of your seats; that way, police 
can see you’re compliant at a glance.  

Another top tip is to use dipped headlights 
during the day; it’s not compulsory 
everywhere, but definitely gets you 
‘Brownie Points’ in many places, as does a 
set of replacement bulbs.  

And you may have heard about 
breathalyser kits for France, but in typical 
Gallic fashion they’re arguing about them, 
so although it’s compulsory to carry a kit, 
you won’t be penalised if you don’t.  

You will be penalised if you have a radar 

detector and in France (and others) it’s also 
illegal to have speed camera detection on 
your sat nav, so remember to disable that 
function.  

Alongside all the ‘must-have’ equipment, I 
travel with a box of useful ‘stuff’: cable ties, 
a few basic tools, strong tape, jump leads, 
a towing bar, jack, fuses, some oils, a torch 
and the ubiquitous WD40. I also pack a tea-
making kit and wine-tasting glasses just in 
case!   But please note: drink-drive laws can 
be very strict on the Continent.

Admittedly, this all sounds a lot to think 
about, but it’s mostly simple common sense; 
for me, kitting-out Nellie is the sign of 
explorations and adventures to come.  

And having packed everything, the most 
important thing to remember is… have fun   
A ferry journey can be part of your holiday, 
not part of the hassle: there’s plenty of 
space, no baggage restrictions, cabins with 
full-size beds for not silly money, shops, 
bars, restaurants and entertainment; you 
can even go outside and get some fresh air.

As Al Gore once said: “Airplane travel is 
nature’s way of making you look like your 
passport photo”; so next time, why not take 
a ferry? a

‘Remember to have 
all this paperwork 
with you when you’re 
driving around’

Cast from an original, this 
plaque is fitted by blind 
tapping into a thickened rib 
on the back

Seven 
inch beam 
deflectors 

are the 
right size; 
these are 
just five 

and a half, 
but they 

still work 
perfectly

12v ‘life-savers’ 
(when you have 
a teenager ); 
we have them 
on the dash 
and in the rear 
tub too

My travelling kit: 
makes me think 
of good times and 
adventures yet to 
come   
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HI-CAP PICK-UP PROJECT PART 4

DIFFICULTY RATING: 

TIME ALLOWED: THREE HOURS

£25COST:

A couple of routine maintenance jobs 
that were picked up during the MoT 
inspection relate to the transmission; 

the handbrake return spring was stretched 
and the handbrake bellcrank was missing 
its retaining circlip. 

The � rst of these would prevent the 
handbrake from staying positively released 
and the second may have allowed the 
handbrake linkage to come apart. 

Also revealed by the MoT man’s inspection 
was a Hardy-Spicer universal joint (UJ) on 
the front propshaft that needed replacing. 
Fortunately all these were relatively minor 
jobs and were tackled in a couple of hours. 

The UJ failing is probably the result of a 

lack of maintenance which often happens 
with Land Rovers that have passed through 
several hands in quick succession. 

Now it has been repaired, when we start 
using the vehicle regularly, we will keep 
up to the routine maintenance especially 
lubrication. 

Each propshaft has three grease nipples; 
one for the slider and one in each UJ so 
there’s six in total to squeeze grease into 
with a grease gun a couple of times a year 
and also after any wet or muddy off-road 
use. 

It might seem a fag to do but it’s 
easier than replacing UJs and preserve’s 
the vehicle’s reliability; older vehicles, 

such as Series III Land Rovers, are more 
maintenance intensive than new ones 
particularly with regard to lubrication and 
the adjustment of brakes. 

We carried out these jobs to the Hi-Cap 
this month while we waited for the new 
wiring loom to arrive. The fact that the 
wiring had been on � re and had been 
repaired with all sorts of colours and 
modi� cations made us think that we’d 
bite the bullet and get a new loom from 
Autosparks. 

It was made to order and next month, 
we’ll tackle this in a bid  to overcome 
another obstacle to getting the Hi-Cap 
back on the road. 

WORDS AND PICTURES JOHN CARROLL

We tackle a couple of small but important jobs which will take us a step closer 
to getting the Hi-Cap on the road again

SPONSORED BY

TECH AND 
TOOLBOX
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1. A new bellcrank retaining circlip is � tted to 
the pivot pin on which the bellcrank rotates when 
the handbrake is applied using circlip pliers that 
facilitate access alongside the gearbox

4. The propshaft has to be removed from the Land 
Rover to replace the UJ. There are four bolts at 
each end and this is the differential end being 
unbolted with a spanner and socket

7. End caps and UJ on the bench after removal. 
It’s not the worst that can be seen but the cap 
in which the rollers are ‘dry’ is testament to its 
failure. Regular greasing will prevent this

10. The same process is followed to � t the new 
UJ to the proshaft. Using the vice as a press 
allows even pressure to be applied gently and 
progressively

2. New and old handbrake springs - which is which 
is obvious! Replacement is a small but crucial job 
and it can be slightly � ddly to hook the ends of the 
springs into place

5. On the bench, the circlip pliers are used to 
remove the cir clips that retain the end caps of 
the UJ. There are four in total and all are barely 
visible in the grease and muck

8. Everything is cleaned up with the wire brush 
prior to reassembly and greasing. Grease nipple 
now visible, next job is to lubricate the slider on 
the propshaft -  each UJ has its own grease nipple

11. Newcir clips are supplied with the UJ and 
are released into the retaining grooves with the 
circlip pliers. These grooves must be free of dirt so 
attention has been paid to them with the wire brush 

3. With one end of the spring hooked in place, the 
other end is pushed into place using a long pry bar 
which gives enough leverage to stretch the spring 
to get the hook through the anchor plate

6. Using the vice as an anvil, the UJ is removed 
from both the yoke � ange and the shaft (seen 
here) with judicious tapping to push the end caps 
out of the collars

9. The new UJ is � tted to the propshaft � ange 
� rst. Using a socket as a spacer the end caps are 
pushed into the yokes by closing the vice. Care 
must be taken not to disturb the roller bearings

12. Circlip in place. The � nal job prior to re� tting 
the propshaft to the Land Rover is to grease the 
UJ via this grease nipple with the grease gun. The 
pressure forces grease in to ensure lubrication
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SPONSORED BY DOUBLE S EXHAUSTS LTD.     TEL 01884 33454

FITTING ELECTRONIC IGNITION

DIFFICULTY RATING: 

TIME ALLOWED: 2 HOURS

£150+VATCOST:

Regular readers may remember 
that last summer I confessed to 
that blight that haunts us all - a 

breakdown in my 1948 Land Rover.  To 
make matters worse I had to be towed 
home by my partner Jo in our Jeep. 

Purists would have wept, but at least 
we made the short journey home without 
further drama and the following day the 
old Rover 60 engine started as if nothing 
had ever been wrong.   

It would be some months before I could 
address the problem, but with the prospect 
of a big gathering of patina-laden (rusty) 
old 80in Land Rovers for the National 
Rally at Eastnor Castle, something had to 
be done; taking chassis number R861117 
there on a trailer was not an option. 

 The problem that led to last summer’s 
embarrassment was that while the 
engine would start and run perfectly, it 
stubbornly refused to restart when warm.  

Back then, on a remote green lane I 
desperately cleaned spark plugs and 
reset points, but she was having none of 
it.   Even a last ditch bump start attempt 
down a slight hill was unsuccessful.   

Problems such as these are, 99 times out 
of 100, ignition related and with plenty 
of petrol being pumped through, this 
looked to be the favourite scenario.  My 
son Will had recently � tted an electronic 
ignition to his 1960 ‘Frogeye’ Sprite 

and was pleased with the outcome, so I 
decided the most satisfactory solution 
would be to replace the entire system with 
a modern one like his - ‘modern’ being 
a new experience for me - a wire-brush-
and-sand-paper-carrying motorist, � rmly 
rooted in the plugs and points era.

Research led me to Aldon Automotive 
to meet the three-man team that has been 
running the company  for the past 40 
years. 

 Their aggregate knowledge was all 
encompassing on many levels and I left 
their West Midlands business not only 
with all the parts I needed but much 

wiser on the workings of vehicle ignition 
systems.  

I had taken my distributor along to 
minimise the risk of getting the wrong 
kit and looking at my points, resident 
engineer, Matthew Greenwood, suggested 
that my condenser was probably worn 
out and that was causing the pitted points 
surface.  

A lack of lubrication on the � bre points 
cam (the slightest smear of grease is 
enough) had caused the � bre to wear to a 
condition where the points could not be 
opened to the correct gap.  

He then informed me that high tension 
leads are only good for a maximum of 
� ve years, irrespective of mileage covered.  
I had always assumed mine were ‘new’ 
as I replaced them about 10 years ago in 
preparation for a drive to Italy.  

My distributor cap was given the all 
clear and it was then that I remembered 
I had replaced my original Rover 60 
distributor with a Series II/III one, which 
� tted and made buying replacement parts 
easier and cheaper.  

The advantage of � tting an electronic 
ignition would be that all of this old 
system would be removed and replaced by 
a simple electronic sender and sensor.  

They also recommended � tting a new 
‘Flame Thrower’ coil.  How could I resist 
with such a name? This would increase 
the voltage of my spark from an existing 
4,000 volts to a massive 20,000 volts, 
though Matthew added the caveat that 
all electrical connections, such as battery 
and engine earth straps would have to be 
perfect to achieve this; he even suggested 
taking a separate earth lead from the 
distributor to the chassis.  

After an hour’s chat on the dos and 
don’ts of ignition systems, I left with the 
parts and the knowledge to transform my 
old Rover 60 engine into a more reliable 
power source.  

Back at home I put the kettle on and 
read the instructions carefully before 
launching myself into the garage and 
starting work.  It all looked straight-
forward and well within my limited 
mechanical skills.

THE SPARK OF LIFE
Fitting electronic ignition 
to a venerable 1948 
Land Rover

A combined total of 120 years practical 
experience means that - L to R, Robert Goodwin, 
Alan Goodwin and engineer Matthew Greenwood 
know pretty well everything one needs to know 
about making petrol engines go better

With his 1948 Land Rover installed in his home workshop, Toby contemplates the task of updating the 
ignition system to electronic ignition whilst sipping tea

WORDS AND PICTURES TOBY SAVAGE
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Aldon Automotive
Aldon Automotive specialise in a wide 
range of tuning parts for petrol engines 
as well as their own Electronic Ignition 
Systems.  
They can be found at:
Breener Industrial Estate,
Station Drive, 
Brierley Hill, 
West Midlands. 
DY5 3JZ.

Telephone: 01384 572553
website: www.aldonauto.co.uk
email: info@aldonauto.co.uk

1. Observers would be forgiven for wondering just 
how this venerable Rover 60 engine runs at all.  
The plastic bottle is to keep oil from the breather 
from � lling the number one spark plug hole

4. Assembly of the new sensor was a simple 
matter of replacing the old points with an identical 
plate made for Toby’s Series 2/3 distributor.

7. A new rotor arm is slightly lighter in weight 
and will ensure a good spark to the distributor 
cap

10. The Spark Plugs were fairly new anyway, but 
were treated to a clean and the gap reset

2. The � rst step was to remove the existing 
ignition system, taking care not to lose any small 
screws or other parts

5. The sender unit � ts snugly over the existing 
cam

8. The distributor cap was checked for hairline 
cracks, cleaned and replaced

11. With a new set of HT Leads to � nish the 
job off,  the engine � red straight away and 
after adjusting the timing with a Strobe Light,  
sounded sweet

3. The old parts will be kept ‘just in case’ and 
wrapped in a bag in the tool box

6. The instructions advise making a small paint 
mark so you know where the cam lobe is

9. A ‘Flame Thrower’ coil will increase the voltage 
of the spark from about 4,000 volts to a massive 
20,000 volts
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The fi rst thing that 
needed sorting on Kate 
Russell’s newly-acquired 
Series III was the 
leaking brake cylinders

IF IT’S NOT ONE 
JOB IT’S ANOTHER

OUR LAND ROVERS SERIES III 88IN

As is often the case with classic 
vehicles, you start out intending 
to do one job on them and end up 

doing another one entirely.
My Series III badly needed a service and 

a new alternator so it was booked in for a 
Friday afternoon slot at Simon’s Services 
in Wake� eld; my intention to drive it home 
once the work was done and then spend 
the weekend getting to know it better.

But once it was lifted up on the ramp 
it was obvious there were other, more 
pressing, concerns to deal with. The front 
brake cylinders were weeping, though 
not yet in a dangerous condition, the rear 

brakes needed adjusting as they were 
binding, albeit not to a great extent and 
we found  excessive movement in the 
wheel bearings

The service was put on hold for a few 
days until the brakes and wheels could be 
sorted.

As my vehicle has free-wheeling hubs 
� tted, removing the front wheels is a � ddly 
job but, with the right tools, is a relatively 
straightforward procedure; once the tiny 
bolts holding it in can be persuaded to 
come free that is. These sometimes shear 
off and care must be taken to avoid this if 
at all possible. 

Although these jobs were done by 
professional mechanics in a workshop with 
a hydraulic ramp, there’s no reason why a 
competent DIY mechanic couldn’t tackle 
them. Remember though, it’s imperative to 
use heavy-duty axle stands and chock the 
vehicle securely to avoid any chance of the 
vehicle slipping.

And, although we discovered a bit of play 
in our wheel bearings they didn’t actually  
need replacing. However if, once you jack 
it up, it sounds like there is grit in them 
when they are turned, it is best to replace 
them there and then to save you having to 
take the wheels of again a few weeks later.

SPONSORED BY DOUBLE S EXHAUSTS LTD.     TEL 01884 33454

DIFFICULTY RATING: 

TIME ALLOWED: 4 HOURS

£50COST:
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TECH AND 
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WORDS KATE RUSSELL PICTURES JOHN CARROLLPROJECT VEHICLE PART 1

80-82_Julie's 88 JM 3.indd   80 19/03/2015   16:28



www.classiclandrover.com MAY 2015 81

www.stainlesssteelexhausts.com

2. The retaining screw is undone and the brake 
drum removed to allow access to the front wheel 
bearings and check the brake cylinder

3. It’s immediately obvious when Liam peels back 
the seal that the cylinder is leaking brake fl uid and 
will need replacing 

4. On the offside, it is obvious that the hub seal is 
leaking oil because of the oil that can be seen on 
the hub itself which is inside the brake shoes

5. In order to take the excessive movement out of 
the bearing it is necessary to dismantle much of 
the assembly starting with the free-wheeling hub 

6. The small diameter set screws are often seized 
but the free-wheeling hubs are removed and 
reveal castellated nut and retaining split pin

7. As the drive fl ange is removed some oil drains 
out but lock nuts are now accessible and will allow 
the bearing to be nipped up to remove excess play

8. The tab washer is fl attened and nut removed as 
is the washer and the other similar nut is tightened 
with a box spanner. Do not over tighten the nut

9. The washer is refi tted, then the second nut 
tightened up and the tabs bent back against the 
fl ats of the nut with a small cold chisel to secure it 

10. The drive fl ange is bolted back into place with 
a smear of gasket compound in the joint to prevent 
oil leaks 

11. A socket spanner is seen here being used to 
tighten the castellated nut so that the hole for the 
split pin lines up with one of the castellations

12. The freewheeling hub is replaced over the 
castellated nut with a smear of sealant added. Set 
screws are tightened with an allen bit

1. With the Land Rover lifted clear of the ramp 
and securely chocked the wheels are removed to 
allow access to hubs and brakes

WORDS KATE RUSSELL PICTURES JOHN CARROLL
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13. The leaking brake wheel cylinder is taken 
out of the brake drum back plate by undoing the 
retaining nuts and disconnecting the brake pipe

14. New cylinder ready to be fi tted; retaining bolts 
are clearly obvious and the plastic bung is removed 
from the brake pipe thread prior to fi tting

15. When the wheel cylinder is fi tted the brake 
drum is replaced by the simple expedient of 
pushing it back into position over the wheel studs

16. After checking the rear wheel bearings, a 
similar method is employed, drive fl ange bolts are 
removed and the half shaft removed

17. The rear hub bearing is adjusted in the same 
way as the front, here the locking nuts are being 
tightened with the large box spanner

18. Reassembly of the rear axle is straightforward, 
the half shaft is refi tted and the drive fl ange bolts 
threaded into their holes and tightened up

19. Moving on to the other front hub, we fi rst fi t 
a replacement brake cylinder to cure a leak then 
attend to the leaking hub seal

20. The hub is dismantled and, placed on the 
bench, it shows that oil has been working its way 
past the seal. Old and new seals are on the bench

21. Tapping the new seal into place in the hub 
must be done carefully in order to avoid damaging 
the seal by cracking the plastic or distorting it

22. The brakes need adjusting once the drums 
have been refi tted and had the retaining screws 
tightened up as seen here 

23. A ring spanner is used to adjust the brake 
shoes. The adjusters protrude from the back plate 
and are tightened until shoes just clear drums

24. Once the jobs are done, wheels are refi tted 
and wheel nuts tightened with a torque wrench to 
ensure it is tight but not overtight 
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Tel: 01422 244823
Mob: 07860 154794

www.beaumontlandrovers.co.uk info@beaumontlandrovers.co.uk
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MOTWORK

REPAIRS

SERVICING

ENGINE RECONDITIONING SPECIALISTSENGINE RECONDITIONING SPECIALISTS
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DIFFICULTY RATING: 

TIME ALLOWED:

COST:

8-12 HOURS

£92

PROJECT VEHICLE PART 11 WORDS TONY SINCLAIR  PICTURES ANDREW 

Our 109in station wagon The Marrakech 
Express has been on the road for a few 
months , hoping to get a few miles 

clocked before venturing  down to Morocco 
where we will be following the old hippy 
trail to Marrakech.

 We had noticed that after the extended 
road test to Normandy the old 2.5D had 
a somewhat larger than normal thirst for 
oil. As the engine had come out of one 
of our own vehicles we knew it had not 
done many miles since it had piston rings 
and a general overall, but had stood for a 
good while. Not wishing to leave things to 
chance we decided to remove the cylinder 
head to investigate the possible cause of the 
excessive oil consumption.

The engine � tted in the Marrakech is a 2.5 
normally aspirated diesel (19J) the mainstay 
for British military Land Rovers for many 
years. The  simple no-electronics engine 
makes repair work a straightforward nut and 
bolt job and well within the capabilities of 
most DIY mechanics. 

After disconnecting the battery, once 
cool, the radiator and cooling system were 
drained into a tray for disposal. Never 
dispose of engine coolant into the drain as 
it can contaminate - take to a disposal point 
usually at your local tip or local garage.

 With coolant gone all connecting water 

hoses could then be removed, checking for 
condition at the same time.  Next job, which 
can be quite a task, was to remove the three 
nuts holding up the exhaust downpipe - 
ours came undone with ease. 

With the rocker cover and rocker shaft 
removed the pushrods were pulled out and 
placed in a marked piece of drilled wood to 
keep them in order, so when re� tting they 
go back to their original position. 

Once the head bolts had been removed the 
cylinder head was lifted out of the way, this 
is a heavy item so care should be taken, if 
in doubt make it a two-man job.  The head 
now removed the cause of ever disappearing 
engine oil became quite apparent , there 
seemed to be a head gasket failure between 
the combustion chambers and the oil way 
on at least two of the cylinders, allowing oil 
to be drawn into the bores and burnt away 
as part of the normal cycle. This would also 
explain the faint blue/grey smoke that the 
exhaust emitted occasionally under load.

Again, as a precautionary measure we 
decided to replace the valve stem oil seals; 
to replace these, the valve springs have to be 
compressed with a special tool and removed 
(take care to not lose the collets). The seals 
just slide over the valve stems stopping the 
oil going down the valve guides. Before we 
re� tting the valves and seats were reground 

with the aid of a grinding sucker and a 
tin of grinding paste, this ensures a good 
seal for a more ef� cient combustion.  Most 
decent gasket kits come with these seals. One 
of the most important tasks of the job is to 
make sure that both cylinder head and block 
faces are clean and free from any cracks or 
distortion; it is advisable to get a machine 
shop to pressure test and check the head.

With everything clean, and new head 
gasket in place, let the re-assembly begin. 
The head bolts must be tightened in the 
correct sequence (if in doubt consult the 
manual) and with the aid of a torque wrench 
to 120nm (or 90 lb/ft. in old money). After 
� tting the pushrods and rocker shaft the 
valve clearances needed to be checked  
using feeler gauges and set to “ten thou” 
(0.0010 inch). To do this, we always use the 
Rule of nine, with number eight valve fully 
open set number one, number seven down 
set two, going through each valve. The rest 
of the components having been cleaned and 
checked were � tted back to the engine. 

Engine oil and � lter changed, coolant 
and anti-freeze strength checked the old 
2.5 was coaxed back into life, left running 
for a while to check for any leaks, and then 
taken for a road test. All seemed � ne, but we 
plan on doing a good few miles before its 
marathon trip. 

OFF 
WITH 
HIS 
HEAD

Head gasket set STC1562         £15.99
                Oil Filter  ERR3340                     £6.00
              20/50 engine oil  5ltr                 £12.50
               Anti-freeze     3litre                  £12.90
      Machine shop to check head          £45.00
Dif� culty?  Not too bad, for competent DIY, follow manual 
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6. The rocker cover is unbolted and lifted out of 
the way to let us get at rocker shaft 

12. Lapping in the valves the traditional way with 
grinding paste

11. Using a valve spring compressor to remove the 
valves from the head

10. Cleaning off the head face which is showing 
the signs of oil blow

7. Lifting off the rocker shaft after the retaining 
bolts have been undone

8. The pushrods are kept in order on a previously 
drilled piece of wood 

9. Finally the cylinder head can be removed, it is a 
heavy item so be careful lifting it 

5. The injector need to be removed to get access 
to the cylinder head bolts

4. Undoing the diesel injector pipe with a spanner, 
care should be taken not to break them

3. The often forgotten oil feed pipe to the cylinder 
head must be disconnected

2. Removing the coolant hoses; radiator top hose 
is being removed here 

1. Coolant drained prior to being disposed of in 
environmentally friendly way 
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13. Fitting the valve stem rubber oil seals over the 
stem of the valves

14.  Valve springs being refi tted - do take care not 
to drop the collets

15.  New head gasket in position ready for the 
cylinder head to go back on 

16. Cylinder head bolts are tightened in sequence 
to a torque of 120nm 

17.  The valve clearances are correctly set using 
feeler gauge, spanner and screwdriver

18.  A new cork gasket is fi tted to keep the rocker 
cover oil tight

19.  Injector is fi tted with a new copper washer 
that comes with the gasket set

20. The fuel injector is carefully tightened to 
correct torque setting

21. Injector bleed off pipe being tightened - again 
using new sealing washers supplied with kit

22. Oil, ERR 3340 oil fi lter and oil fi lter wrench 
to refi ll the engine 

23. Refi lling the engine with oil via the cap in the 
rocker cover prior to starting

24. Coolant and anti-freeze strength having a fi nal 
check and top up before road test 
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“WHAT S UNDAY S W E R E M AD E FO R ”

Call us today:
0844 248 3009

www.lancasterinsurance.co.uk

Proud sponsors of

B E N E F I T S
Agreed valuation • Up to 25% discount for car club members • Limited mileage discount • European cover • Cover for charity events •

Use of your no claims discount • UK and European breakdown cover • Up to £100k legal expenses
• 4x4 community rescue, off-road, green laning and organised non-competitive off-road cover • Multi-Car Policies • Salvage Retention

Policy benefits, features and discounts offered may vary between insurance schemes or cover selected and are subject to underwriting criteria.
Lancaster Insurance Services Ltd are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (No. 306514). For mutual security, calls are recorded and may be monitored for training purposes.

To enjoy that Sunday drive* call us on 0844 248 3009.
Our dedicated classics team will ensure you have the right insurance
cover to keep you both protected and enjoying the drive.
*Other days of the week are available, but nothing beats a Sunday morning.

LIS.KY.CLR.HP.2015



www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

01621 840400
Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

Terms & Conditions apply
PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers.

Classic Car - Modern Car - Classic 4x4 - Classic Bike - Classic Military - Classic Commercial

Looking for a NEWpolicy or just a great deal on your
RENEWAL, our classic car policies deliver exceptional

cover at very affordable premiums

Multi-CarDiscounts up to 50%
Modern&Classic Cars
onOne Policy
Special Rates for Collections

FREEAgreedValue
Optional Breakdown&Recovery
ClubMemberDiscounts
VariousMileageOptions

The ‘BEST’Deal In
CLASSIC CAR INSURANCE

1985 30 YEARS 2015

What you should expect
from your Land Rover insurer
A business you can trust
Independent and family owned since 1965

Speak to the same person everytime
Your personal client manager

All the features & benefits
You would expect from a Land Rover policy

Heritage Classic Car Insurance, part of Norton Insurance is authorised & regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

To speak to your personal
client manager call now on

0121 248 9264
www.heritagecarinsurance.co.uk

‘We believe that this is expert
personal service at its best’

MarkWilkinsonManaging Partner
ChrisWilkinson Senior Partner
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Opening hours in the UK: Mon-Fri 9am-7pm, Sat 9am-5pm.*Terms and conditions apply, call for details †Based on an average customer, saving 28% when compared to buying three separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 57 year old male with full
10 years plus NCB, driving a 1965 MG B, 1973 MG B and 1972 MGMidget. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.

Visit us online at cherished.carolenash.com
Classic | Camper Van | Specialist | Military | Performance

0800 083 6228
Quote AUTOGLYM when you call

CLASSIC LAND ROVER INSURANCE
WITH EXTRA SPARKLE
SIMPLY CALL FOR A QUOTE

GOT MORE
THAN ONE
CLASSIC CAR?
YOU COULD

SAVE
28%
WITH A
MULTI-CLASSIC
CAR POLICY†

AND YOU COULDWIN A PERFECT
BODYWORK COLLECTION KIT FROM
AUTOGLYM IN OUR FREE PRIZE DRAW*
R.R.P £60
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Parts & Services

Parts & ServicesAccessories

Parts & Services Parts & Services Parts & Services

Parts & Services Parts & Services

4x4
STORE

PEGASUS PARTS
www.pegasusparts.co.uk

Tel: 00 44 (0)1737 764377
pegasusparts@btinternet.com

The site that offers NEW
parts for old Land-Rovers!

Brand New Bulkheads
For Series 1, 2, and 2a

Caranex, Seil, Oban, Argyll, PA34 4RB
Tel: (24hrs) 01852 300258 www.caranex.com

Email: caranex@ukbizlist.co.uk

OPENS OUT LANDROVERS
Tough, Simple, Quick, Reliable.
Fits Series I,II,III, Defender, Lightweight,
Range Rover & Discovery with or without
roofracks or rooftents. From £350.

• 3 alloy poles up in minutes (record 4.5!)
• 10kg including sewn-in & extra ground
sheet, zipped side door and window.
• Tough marine woven nylon lasts and lasts.
• 8,600 sold since 1970s.

Jake Wright

www.jakewright.com

Traditional Motor
Engineers specialising in -
Repairs and Service for all
models MOT’s & Welding.
Full or part restorations.
Chassis and bulkhead

replacements.
WE ALSO HAVE

SELECTED VEHICLES
FOR SALE -

SEE OUR WEB SITE

YORKSHIRE SPECIALISTS

Hilltop, Burley-in-Wharfedale, ILKLEY, West Yorkshire LS29 7JW
Tel: 01943 863530 Fax: 01943 864840

Opening times: Monday - Friday 8.30am - 5.30pm Saturday 9.30 - 12.30pm
E mail: info@jakewright.com

Classic Tyres

Matt Savage 4x4
Unit 3 Unity Complex
Dale Road North
Darley Dale
Derbyshire
DE4 2HX
Tel 01629 735555
www.mattsavage.com

Matt Savage is a friendly, family run business specializing in
the servicing, repair, and rebuiling of four wheel drive vehicles.

Viair 12 volt Medium Duty On Board Compressor Kit £331.74
Viair 300P Portable Compressor kit £165.84

Many more
on our
website

We are the sole UK dealer for Viair 12 volt compressors

Family run business spanning 3 generations
Ex-Military parts & general surplus including

vehicle related gifts

Land Rover, Discovery, Range Rover parts
Original, Ex MOD & Pattern parts for all models

Tyres & Batteries

JohnRichards surplus

Retail outlet THE SMITHY, WOOD LANE, HINSTOCK, SHROPS. TF9 2TA
Tel No./Fax: 01952 550391
Email for enquiries info@johnrichardssurplus.co.uk

www.johnrichardssurplus.co.ukwww.johnrichardssurplus.co.uk
http://stores.ebay.co.uk/johnrichardssurplushttp://stores.ebay.co.uk/johnrichardssurplus

Payments accepted
through Paypal, BACS,

Cheque/Postal Order, Card.

GUMTREE
4x4

SPECIALISTS IN
LANDROVER, RANGE ROVER,

DISCOVERY, FREELANDER
AND ALL 4x4s

SERVICING, REPAIRS,
CONVERSIONS, REBUILDS

& CHASSIS REPLACEMENTS.
PERFORMANCE AND OFF ROAD

MODIFICATIONS.
ESTABLISHED IN 1981 LOCATED

IN MID-SUSSEX

Tel: 01444 241457
info@gumtree4x4.co.uk

UK manufacturers of Landrover
springs to Original Landrover

Specifications made with
British rolled steel.

We can create accurate and precise
springs for all Land Rovers as we have
the original multileaf specifications for

all models and builds.
Call: 0121 568 7575

E: sales@jones-springs.co.uk
www.jones-springs.co.uk

JONES SPRINGS

CHASSIS SPECIALISTS

SPECIALIST 4X4 SERVICES

SPRING SPECIAL OFFER
90/110 chassis package

Similar packages also available for series 2&3 including
parabolic springs etc from only “£2095 for 88”
Large stocks of new & used spares available

Includes galvanized Chassis, 4 bump stops, 4
springs, 4 gas shockers, front & rear shock mounts
“A” frame ball joint, full “polybush” kit, front & rear
brake pads, brake hoses & All new copper brake
pipes + a full exhaust system and All new body &

suspension mounting bolts.
Fully fitted for only £2795 for 90 “& £2995 for 110”

For V8 or TD5 add £250

NATIONWIDE COLLECTION AND DELIVERY
ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Find us on Facebook
Tel: 01388 722237

The original complete chassis replacement
specialists. Over 15 years experience.

We can also carry out any other landrover work from
a basic service to a complete rebuild.
Also off road & expedition preparation

MAY 201590 www.classiclandrover.com
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To Advertise Please contact Sean Leslie on
01780 755131 Email: sean.leslie@keypublishing.com

Service Guide Service Guide

Service Guide

Vehicle Sales

Wiring Harness

Wanted

Service,Repair & Restoration

Classic Land Rover Specialist

WANTEDWANTED
Land Rover Series 1’s & 2’s from 1948 to 1965

Range Rover P38 CVC Reg
Discovery G WAC Reg
90 or 110 CWK Reg

Any condition

Call Simon Lake on 07768 056254
www.lake4x4.co.uk

Black Paw 4x4 LTD
York’s independent
Landrover Specialist
Service • Repairs • MoT
• Modification/Overland

preparation

01904 625 073
www.blackpaw4x4.com

Repairs, servicing,
welding & fabrication.

Cullingworth
West Yorkshire

T: 07587 552308

AA andand LL 4x44x4

DAVID HARBY
MOTOR ENGINEER

Land Rover & 4x4 Specialists
Autologic Diagnostics
Station Road, Little Bytham,

Grantham, Lincolnshire NG33 4RA
01780 410450

david@davidharby.co.uk
www.davidharby.co.uk

Vermont ClassicsClassics Ltd
Based in Leeds

Specialists in Service, Repair and RestorationSpecialists in Service, Repair and Restoration

Established for over 15 yearsEstablished for over 15 years

Email - info@vermontclassicsltd.co.uk

Web - www.vermontclassicsltd.co.uk

Telephone - 0113 3910597

Facebook - www.facebook.com/vermontclassicsltd

Tel: 01509 854424
Mobile: 07957 338503

www.heritagevehiclesales.com
info@heritagevehiclesales.com

HERITAGEHERITAGE
VEHICLE SALES LTDVEHICLE SALES LTD
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SERIES III

Tim Brown’s Series III is the perfect 
family vehicle for an outdoor lifestyle in 
the heart of the English Lake District

THE 
MAGICAL 
KINGDOM

WORDS EMRYS KIRBY PICTURES GARRY STUART

SERIES III
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SERIES III

In the early days of the CLR Facebook 
page, some impactive photos appeared 
of a Marine Blue Series III in classic 

Lakeland scenery. The photos were well 
composed with vivid colours and some 
were filtered to have an almost other-world 
quality. 

Themes often included evening drives into 
the sunset and living an outdoors lifestyle; 
wood stores, canoes, collie dogs, hiking and 

brewing up in the open air. 
In many ways it summed up beautifully 

why many of us love classic Land Rovers. 
It is about a simple, practical lifestyle lived 
close to nature and often appealing to the 
latent ‘hunter-gatherer’ in most of us. The 
man behind the images was Tim Brown, 
a regular poster on Instagram where he is 
known as Truckaboy. 

As much as most of us love reading 

inspirational stories about restorations and 
marvelling at engineering skills, many of us 
are just out there driving and enjoying our 
vehicles. Tim’s enjoyment of classic Land 
Rovers is firmly in the lifestyle camp, not 
countless hours in the workshop. 

His Series III is used to gather firewood, 
carry a large aluminium Canadian canoe 
to the lake shore, take his wife and kids 
exploring in the Lake District hills and 
going green laning. 

As a youngster Tim lived on the Fylde 
coast in Lancashire and, when he looked 
north out of his bedroom window, in 
the distance he could see the Cumbrian 
mountains dipping in and out of cloud. 

On some days, they were little more than a 
hazy outline, other days, sharp, crisp, snow-
capped and picture perfect. It was a world 
away from the flatlands round Blackpool 
and it was a place that captured his young 
imagination. 

To him, it was like a ‘magical kingdom’, 
unknown and exciting and he made this 
mind up that when he grew up he would 
live in those mountains. An outdoors 
lifestyle, living close to nature and loving 
his surroundings became Tim’s life 
ambition. 

The ‘call of the wild’ almost seemed 

‘Tim saw that the best 
way to achieve his 

lifestyle was to become 
a volunteer with the 

National Trust’

below: Archie poses with a Land Rover lantern 
and a framed painting of the Series III

Loading up the canoe for a morning 
paddle on Lake Windermere

Happiness is a family paddle on the Lake at the weekend

SERIES III
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predetermined with a compelling 
premonition that he would not only live in 
the Lakes but also marry a schoolteacher.

After leaving college, Tim saw that the 
best way to achieve his lifestyle was to 
become a volunteer with the National Trust 
which led to placement in the Windermere 
area in the early 1990s. 

Accommodation was fairly basic but 
volunteer work led to becoming a paid 
member of the estate staff and later a self-
employed countryside ground maintenance 
contractor. 

The first vehicle chosen to support the 
country lifestyle came in the form of a 1967 
Series IIA 109in Station Wagon. Bought for 
just £750, it came with a steering lock ‘like 
a tank with seized tracks’! 

As well as being practical, Tim also 
thought it was pretty cool because he had 
recently seen the film Cliffhanger, where 
Sylvester Stallone plays a heist-busting 
mountain climber in the Rockies and drives 
a light green Series III Station Wagon.

Life moved on and by the mid 1990s the 
Station Wagon had been replaced by other 
vehicles, including a 1960 Series II 88in and 
a very cool 1967 split-screen VW camper 
van. 

Then responsibilities came along and the 

vehicles had to be sold but the ‘magical 
kingdom’ came up trumps with the 
premonition when he met and married 
Catherine, a Cumbrian born and bred school 
teacher! 

When they wanted to settle down, the 
prohibitive cost of houses in the Lake 
District meant a move to Alston, east of 
Penrith, but the magic returned when 
a house came up at the right price in 
Hawkshead and Tim became a tree cutter 
for Electricity North West. 

They are now very much a part of the 
local community with their children Archie 
and Jessica and their border collie Jack. 

Tim returned to Land Rover ownership 
in 2013 when he bought this Series III to 
celebrate his 40th birthday. KPF 549P had 
failed to sell on eBay and the previous 
owner was keen to see it gone. 

So, for just £1,500, Tim got his dream 
vehicle. It is pretty much a standard hard 
top with a 2,286cc petrol engine; the minor 
modifications such as the parabolic springs, 
white eight-spoke wheels and larger tyres 
are exactly as Tim would have chosen. 

Personalisation came in the form of a 
pair of KC Daylighter spotlights and a little 
Tonka man cable-tied to the lamp-guards, 
both of which have adorned previous 

vehicles. A fold down table on the back 
door makes brewing up in the country 
easier and a pair of roof bars to carry the 
canoe (affectionately known as Big Thunder 
Rumble Fish!)  

To make it more suitable to carry the kids 
it needed windows in the back but a pair 
of glazed side panels came with the deal. 
Archie and Jessica love life with the Land 
Rover and regularly climb in and on it with 
their friends. 

It is their passport to a life of exploring 
the outdoors and getting to do things that 
town kids can only dream of. Big Thunder 
Rumble Fish is regularly strapped to the 
roof bars and taken for a paddle on Lake 
Windermere, usually via a scenic back road 
or green lane. 

Tim’s job involves clearing trees from 
round high voltage power lines and his 
works truck is a modern Defender 130 with 

Proud and enthusiastic owners!
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SERIES III

a cherry-picker back. He is also on the local 
Mountain Rescue Team and gets to drive the 
fully equipped 110. 

These roles take him into some of the 
more remote parts of the Lake District 
and his keen eye for Solihull classics has 
unearthed a number of real barn-� nds 
hidden away from the general public. 
Recent discoveries have included an ex-
home of� ce Series One 86in, a two door 
Range Rover under a tarpaulin and solid but 
sad looking Series IIA covered in moss and 
slime, parked under a tree.

Tim confesses he is not really a mechanic 
so he entrusts his Land Rover repair work 
to a local garage in Windermere that also 
operates 4x4 adventure drives in the area. 

They have an agreement that Tim can 
pay for work carried out at the garage by 
working as an instructor and guide on his 
days off. 

So far the Series III has been pretty 
reliable and a lack of power turned out 
to be little more than a loose accelerator 

linkage. Fuel consumption is as you might 
expect with a 2.286c petrol on hilly roads 
but that is of little concern when bimbling 
round and having fun in one of the � nest 
places in the country.

Tim recently set up a Facebook group 
called ‘Lakes and Landys’ and it does 
exactly what is says on the tin. It’s a place 
dedicated to sharing photos of getting out 
and about by Land Rover in the area he 
loves.

Whenever he has been away from the area 
for any length of time, he feels he really 
starts to relax when he approaches Newby 
Bridge on the A590, a village that marks the 
southern end of Lake Windermere.

 For him, the area always was and always 
will be the magical kingdom he dreamed 
of as a child. After all, a man never really 
grows up, his toys just get a little bit bigger. 
With this Series III, Big Thunder Rumble 
Fish the canoe and an enthusiastic family, 
Tim is still living the dream. a

‘His keen eye for 
Solihull classics has 
unearthed a number 
of real barn-finds 
hidden away from 
the general public’

Land Rover was bought 
to celebrate Tim’s 40th

Kiting up for adventure on the lake shore

Hold on tight little man!
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ADULT  
CONCESSION    
CHILD 
UNDER 5            
FAMILY            

THE LAND ROVER SHOW
Saturday 27 & Sunday 28 June 2015

The long awaited return of the Land Rover Show!
Everything from the classic Series 1s to the new Discovery. Live 
demonstrations, trade area, Club displays, kids mini Land Rovers, plus Land 
Rovers from the reserve collection on display. 

WEEKEND TICKET

Simply Gift Aid*  
your ticket for 
weekend 
entry

Book discounted advance 
tickets and camping 
visit www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk 
or call 01926 645033 Mon-Fri, 10-4pm, 
admin fee applies. 

*Gift Aid tickets and other promotional vouchers are 
valid for this show.  

ONE DAY

£12
£10
£8
FREE
£34

www.heritage-motor-centre.co.uk
Junction 12 M40, Gaydon, Warwickshire, CV35 0BJ 

TICKETS

Sponsored by:
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The future of classic Land Rovers is in good hands as Louise Limb discovers

If you were at the NEC Classic Motor 
Show last November you’d have 
noticed there was a new club on the 

block. Young Guns Classics with its online 
forum for “younger classic enthusiasts”, 
had rustled up a convincing display 
and a beautifully restored Series IIA 
Carawagon in Limestone sat proudly as 
the centrepiece.  

It doesn’t say on the club web site 
where the cut off point for ‘young’ is 
but I’m fairly certain that having several 
grandchildren excludes me, even if in my 
head I’m still waiting to grow up. 

Still, it got me wondering just what it 
is that’s drawing a growing number of 
enthusiastic under thirty-somethings  to 
old Land Rovers. And why those of us 
who are a little longer in the tooth smile 
broadly when they bring their boundless 
energy and exuberance to a world of 
double declutching, manual steering 
and the ability to overtake limited 
to old tractors and bicycles. 

Land Rover Clubs make fantastic 
nurseries and a peek at any event 
will see small children in overalls 
watching and learning, later taking 
part in Junior Trials and then in 
Tyro events. 

A few will learn to drive off-road at 
the wheel of an old Series vehicle long 
before they’re allowed to negotiate the 
Queen’s highway. You can be sure that 
when they do they’re going to anticipate 
bends rather better than an overcon� dent 
boy or girl racer. 

Likewise, instead of a diet of television, 
iPhones and Xboxes, some children of 
Land Rover enthusiasts doubtless go to 
school having learned to count in nuts 
and bolts and possibly even pick up their 
reading basics from Haynes.

There’s no substitute for actually getting 
your hands dirty and mending stuff 
and kids who’ve grown up helping their 
parents or friends in the workshop are 
more likely to be at home with a toolbox 
than those who’ve been living in a virtual 
world.

Because they’ve been in the garage, the 
youngsters around classic Land Rover 
owners have seen how long an actual 
restoration can take. They’ve learned too 
that those sparkling television vehicle 
project programmes are at best, cleverly 
edited. 

But why old Land Rovers and not 
shiny, slightly newer, sexy and vaguely 
affordable Defenders, you ask?  The � rst 
answer is obvious. The rolling exemption 
for 40-year-old cars means no VED and 
cheaper insurance, which, regardless of 
any inherent good looks in a vehicle 
is a major incentive for cash strapped 

youngsters. Secondly, once you belong 
to a group of other like-minded young 
people, even an enormously overweight, 
slow, maroon upholstered Series IIA 109in 
� tted out in 1960s teak and with a period 
radio/cassette that mashes the tapes you 
managed to make from your Mumford 
and Sons downloads can seem seductive, 
though not as much as say, an 80in on 
SATs, but I digress...  

They say wisdom comes with age and 
with that longevity, patience. This is of 
course a myth. Our young classic Land 
Rover enthusiasts know instead that 

wisdom grows with experience and they 
are hungry for information, researching 
their vehicles and the era with a passion 
that feels very familiar while getting to 
know and love each missing nut and 
historic dent. 

They treasure the stuff their parents 
rejected in favour of the output of a 
generation earlier, rebelling against the 
oft quoted ‘tyranny of now’- of the little 
glowing screen, seeking something a 
little less ephemeral and more solidly 
reassuring in a set of battered galv 
cappings. 

With half the world shaking its head 
in disbelief that a young person would 
want a draughty old car with cart springs 
and an engine bay you can understand, 
in this at least I think we’re all together, 

regardless of our age.
As well as expense, it takes patience 
to rebuild and maintain a Land 
Rover, along with a huge dollop of 
determination and discipline, with 
few having the ability to stay on 
that task for long. 

That these young classic Land 
Rover owners drive around every 

day in their 50, sometimes 60- 
year-old vehicles is testament to 

their ability to laugh off adversity. 
Those same Land Rovers spend easily 

as much time up on a ramp as on the 
road. All that takes more patience than I 
have, now I’m past 50 and running short 
of time. I used to teach reluctant 16 and 
17-year-old college students the history 
and theory of 3D design and while most 
just � dgeted until the next cigarette 
break, just occasionally, Raymond 
Loewy’s streamlining would ignite a 
spark. Those students, like the rest of us 
could learn from the Young Guns, � ght 
the inertia that holds up work on that 
Land Rover, reject the disenchantment 
that sets in with age and get going! 

Mind you, while you’re at it, don’t forget 
to install that USB connection in the 
Series One... we don’t want to lose touch 
completely with the 21st century! a

A Salute to the 
Young Guns

WORDS AND ILLUSTRATION: LOUISE LIMB

BEHIND THE WHEEL
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