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M
any Gulf Coast 
anglers have been 
asking themselves 
what the world is 
coming to lately, 
when they can fish 
federal waters for 
red snapper for 

only a few days this year while commercial boats 
can take sport fishermen out anytime to catch 
snapper for the boat to sell.

I sure wondered how that could be when, in 
April, I first heard about Texas captain Scott 
Hickman’s “catch-share experience trips,” which 
— quite legally — allow him to take sport fishermen 
along to fill his fish boxes per the commercial catch 
shares he owns.

He accepts no payment from these anglers, just 
as by law he can accept no tips. The anglers cannot 
legally keep any fish nor buy fish from Hickman. But 
they can buy fish caught that day from the fish house 
back at the dock — for at least a few bucks more per 
pound than the usual market price.

At first, this scheme seemed outrageous to me, 
as it apparently did to many in the recreational-
fishing community. Then I started trying to put 
my finger on why it pissed me off, and mostly 
I came up with reasons why it shouldn’t, especially 
when considered within the context of our bizarro 
snapper-management regime.

After all, the guy has been given or purchased a 
share of the commercial quota to catch. He is sure 
to harvest those fish (especially with snapper so 
abundant). Why should I care who pulls ’em into 
the boat? No matter who does that, the absurdly 
short recreational season won’t change.

Second, at least there’s virtually no waste this 
way. The certain mortality of “released” fish that 
float away, and the possible mortality of those 
vented or lowered via a fish-descending device, is 
eliminated in this approach because nearly all fish 
caught are kept and eaten.

Third, reports indicate that most people who 
have participated in catch-share trips (and as it 
turns out, Hickman’s been offering these trips 
going on three years now) seemed to enjoy it — 
and why not? Tourists visiting the coast get a day 
on the water and the chance to catch lots of fish. 
They have the option to buy some of their catch 
for dinner (and more for their freezer, if they 
wish). And Hickman says most anglers end up 

BLURRED LINES
buying plenty, despite the premium price of $16 
per pound, for the privilege of keeping the fish they 
caught themselves.

So I think one can argue that Hickman has come 
up with a clever entrepreneurial strategy here that 
makes sense within the context of present Gulf 
snapper laws.

That said, to me and I suspect to many who read 
SF, there’s not a lot of appeal. When I go fishing, 
I prefer to use my own light gear in my own way 
and keep or release what I want. But still, I can 
see how tourists and more casual fishermen could 
enjoy this catch-share fishing experience.

To expend emotion and energy getting angry 
about such trips is a waste. In part, I think that’s 
a knee-jerk reaction to anything with the words 
“catch share.” Our problem is far greater than 
catch shares.

A critical and chronic issue is the way the 
federal government, via the Gulf of Mexico Fishery 
Management Council, manages and allocates  red 
snapper for recreational fisheries.

The council promised years ago to reassess the 
allocation of red snapper among sectors, yet it 
has kept pretty much the same allocation that’s 
been in effect for decades. The council also said it 
would consider allowing sectors the opportunity to 
re-allocate via intersector quota-share purchase. 
That’s another broken promise. Hickman’s catch-
share trips prove just how blurred the lines 
between sectors have become.

Contrast that with the North Pacific Council, 
which has begun providing the opportunity for 
sector-quota transfer so halibut sport-fishing   inter-
ests (such as charter organizations) can purchase 
quota directly from commercial shareholders.

Realizing that solutions like this are possible 
reaffirms the idea that there are better approaches 
to management than what’s going on in the Gulf.

But the Gulf Council has never shown much 
interest in the progressive management of red 
snapper when it comes to recreational users. That 
makes it very difficult not to support the growing 
clamor to shift management to the states.

Even if states are handed the management of 
red snapper, however, that will not necessarily 
resolve problems stemming from federal alloca-
tion among sectors. Somehow, state managers 
must be allowed to find the means to obtain more 

E D I T O R I A L
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BUFFER 
SECTOR 

MANAGE-
MENT WOULD 

ALLOW EACH 
STATE TO 

PURCHASE 
OR LEASE 

COMMERCIAL 
QUOTA THAT 

COULD BE 
HARVESTED 

BY ANGLERS.
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quota for their growing population of 
 recreational users.

Just one way reallocation could 
be accomplished is via what fisheries 
economist Brad Gentner has termed 
“buffer sector management,” which 
in simplest terms would allow each 
state to purchase or lease commercial 
quota that could then be harvested 
by anglers. Funds for this approach 
could be raised in part by instituting 
a red snapper endorsement (e.g., a red 
snapper stamp to be purchased with 
each fishing license, as Florida already 
does with snook).

This is an example of the sort of 
creative thinking that could lead to 
replacing the current snapper sector 
allocation, which the Gulf Council 
seems to consider set in stone, with fair, 
flexible and market-driven  allocation 
of snapper among sectors.

It’s a shame that council members 
can’t — or won’t — recognize what 
study after study has shown. A red 
snapper provides far more economic 
(and social) value as a recreational 
fish than it does as a commercial fish. 
The interest in Scott Hickman’s catch-
share fishing trips, where anglers pay 
well above market price to keep some 
of the fish they caught, is yet another 
 indicator of how true this is.

But it seems apparent that changing 
snapper allocations won’t happen 
without the approval of legislation 
removing red snapper management 
from the Gulf Council in favor of state 
management. When it comes to fish 
and wildlife management, states gener-
ally have an excellent track record and 
the support of their constituents.

Otherwise, I fear that as long as 
we continue on the same path we’ve 
been taking, 10 years from now we’ll 
be looking at two- or three-day federal 
snapper seasons.

There has to be a better way.

E D I T O R I A L
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NEW TRICKS FROM EXPERTS UP YOUR ODDS FOR 
SUCCESS WITH SOFT PLASTICS

SOFT-BAIT SECRETS

TIME TO BREAK those old habits. I’ll be the fi rst one to admit I have some when it comes to  fi shing 
with soft baits. Often those habits take shape after successful trips. I think, “Heck yeah, I’ve got 
these fi sh fi gured out!” Then, on the next couple of trips, I’ll get skunked.

Techniques for fi shing with soft baits shouldn’t remain static. The same old baits can stagnate in 
their ef ectiveness. Take advantage of better fi sh-catching opportunities by using dif erent styles of 
fi shing, trying new lures and techniques, or even considering a wider range of target species. Pick up 
some new habits.

GAME PLAN
GEAR GUIDEFISH FACTS FATHER’S DAY GIFTSGAME PLAN
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SOMETIMES the strangest-
looking baits, like this 
Berkley Gulp! Mantis Shrimp, 
draw that elusive strike. 
Don’t be afraid to cast 
unconventional soft plastics 
to predators such as snook.
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G A M E  P L A N  +  F I S H  F A C T S  +  G E A R  G U I D E  +  F A T H E R ’ S  D A Y  G I F T S

GO WEEDLESS ALL DAY LONG

Fishing with weedless soft baits is and always has been a productive technique in estuaries, creeks and other inshore waters. But for many, the jerkbait 

is just a single tool in the box when fishing in shallow waters.

I propose that the jerkbait become your prized tool, like a hammer that’s used regularly in around-the-house projects. Make sure there’s always a rod 

rigged with a jerkbait and worm hook whenever you’re fishing shallow waters less than three feet deep.

“If you retrieve the jerkbaits fast, you can skim them on top for surface strikes,” says Adrian Gray, fishing photographer and creative director at the 

International Game Fish Association. “If you fish them slower, they suspend if not heavily weighted. Plus, they land softer than most hard-body lures and 

spook fewer fish.”

The inshore scenarios where weedless baits excel illustrate their versatility. You can cast them under mangrove overhangs or docks, on top of oyster 

beds or grass beds, or even along rock jetties or shore breaks.

“I find that if I have someone fishing with me with little experience casting to shorelines or structure, a weedless jerkbait affords the angler 

more confidence to cast closer to structure with less risk of snags,” says Gray. “Plus, worm hooks are far easier to unhook and better for releasing 

fish than a mouth full of trebles.”

FRESHWATER 

FINESSE

Daniel Nussbaum, president of 
Z-Man Fishing, learned the costly 
consequences of sticking to the same 
presentations, especially during slow 
fishing periods.

“I was fishing in South Carolina with 
Drew Reese,” says Nussbaum. Reese 
is the former tournament bass angler 
who finished seventh at the inaugu-
ral Bassmaster Classic. “Reese caught 
eight quality seatrout in a row from the 
back of the boat, while I failed to get a 
bite on my three staple trout baits.”

Reese had chosen a finesse rig, also 
known as a Ned rig, similar to the style of 
bait he uses in summer for smallmouths 
at Lake of the Woods, Ontario. The rig 
consists of a ⅙-ounce Finesse ShroomZ 
jig head and Hula StickZ (a buoy-
ant creature bait with rear tentacles). 
Nussbaum stuck with his lead-head 
Trout Eye jig head and ElaZtech soft 
bodies that imitate baitfish.

“At the next few stops, we quietly 
poled and drifted across several flats 
in search of schools of redfish, and 
Reese proceeded to boat several  
quality redfish while I struck out again,” 
Nussbaum says. “Reese expertly played 
the fish on his light gear with 6-pound 
Fireline, 10-pound fluorocarbon leader 
and light-wire hooks. He was putting 
on a clinic using Midwest finesse tackle 
and tactics.”

Nussbaum realized why the bass 
master’s baits and presentation were so 
efective. “Reese slowly raised his rod 
three times before allowing the presen-
tation to settle to the bottom,” he says. 
“He always allowed the bait to reach the 

bottom at least once on each retrieve, 
noting that the bait standing up of the 
bottom and moving slightly mimics a 
small minnow dying or feeding.”

HARD OR SOFT

A growing number of soft-plastic baits 
now come rigged with trebles, tak-
ing up real estate once reserved only 

for hard baits. Break the mindset that 
only hard baits can be twitchbaits or 
topwaters. The most established soft-
bait brand to produce twitchbaits with 
trebles might be the one with Paul 
Brown’s namesake, now produced by 
MirrOlure. Some Gulf Coast anglers 
recognize them as Corkys.

“I think predators hang on to them 
for a bit longer due to the fact that 
they’re soft and more realistic in feel,” 
says Capt. Tommy Thompson, execu-
tive director of the Florida Outdoor 
Writers Association. “We use them 
only in colder weather, when big 

A
D

R
IA

N
 E

. 
G

R
A

Y
 (

T
O

P
),

 B
IL

L
 D

O
S

T
E

R
, 

D
A

V
ID

 B
R

O
W

N
 (

O
P

P
O

S
IT

E
)

Z-Man’s 
ƓQHVVH�ULJ

A weedless jerkbait is effective in most inshore 
environments. Whether on top, underneath the 
overhangs, or through the grass, make weedless 
baits a go-to presentation. Switch to a freshwater 
ƓQHVVH�ULJ��OHIW��ZLWK�D�OLJKW�ZLUH�MLJ�KHDG�ZKHQ�
the bite’s as cold as the water temperature.
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this green earth also generate a profile 
that’s easier to pick up in murky waters. 
Often the baits are rigged with a noisy 
popping cork 2 to 3 feet above the bait.

Anglers who fish tidal zones where 
fresh meets salt have the opportunity to 
catch both largemouth bass and redfish 
at the same spot. Flip a jig-and-pig at 

seatrout are moving slowly and want 
slow-moving prey that’s easy to catch.”

The Paul Brown line of baits recently 
introduced topwater models to com-
plement its suspending twitchbaits. 
Thompson favors the Devil twitchbait 
model, with a built-in wire harness, 
 single treble hook, oversize eye and 
short “rat tail” at the rear.

“Use a very slow retrieve, just keep-
ing the plug of the bottom. A random 
twitch will cause the plug to die, and  
that’s when predators like trout  
and reds are more likely to attack,” says 
Thompson. “I’ve caught 60 trout on 
one, but it takes just a single bluefish 
to cut one in half. A 2500-class reel on 
an 8-foot rod with 10-pound PowerPro 
works just fine for these plugs.”

CREATURES 

AND COLORS
Picking the right soft plastic sometimes 
defies conventional logic. If fish at-
tacked only the most natural-looking 
presentations, all soft baits would come 
from the same baitfish molds, utilize 
the same natural colors, and replicate 
one another. But colors such as LSU’s 
purple and yellow are popular in  places 
like Louisiana. And at times, the bait 
that’s shaped like a french fry can 
 out-fish the mullet imitation.

“It’s all determined by our dirty 
marsh waters,” says Capt. Dan 
Skermetta of Venice, Louisiana. “Those 
darker  colors show up so much better 
than light, natural colors.”

Creature baits that mimic crabs, eels 
and animals that I have never seen on 

reedy shorelines for both species.
In the Florida Everglades, Capt. Ray 

Van Horn pitches mangroves for snook, 
reds, black drum, young goliath grou-
per and tarpon with Strike King’s Hack 
Attack bass jig coupled with a Strike King 
Rage Bug (creature bait) or MirrOlure 
Marsh Minnow (baitfish) trailer.

Pitching the mangroves with heavy bass tackle 
and a creature jig attracts the attention of tarpon, 
UHGƓVK��VQRRN��DERYH��DQG�JROLDWK�JURXSHU�

Durability and Corrosion resistance at it’s 
finest… A combination of  304 and 420 
stainless steel and Titanium Black Nickel 

TOOLS

coating come together to form an alliance 
against corrosion. Combined with our unique 
and ergonomic slip resistant handle PENN 
pliers were built to last.
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“It truly is a reaction strike [I’m 
 looking for] when flipping to mangroves 
and undercut banks,” says Van Horn.  
“I use a 7½-foot medium-heavy cast-
ing rod with backbone and large guides 
to handle the GT knot I tie between my 
70-pound braid and 80-pound leader. 
When fish bite, they hit it with  authority 
and don’t let go.”

TARGET 

NEW SPECIES
The dirty secret that experienced 
deep-droppers only recently revealed 
is that eels are top natural baits for 
swordfish. Capt. Corey Burlew, a com-
mercial fisher man from Deerfield 
Beach, Florida, found that soft-plastic 
eel imitations are just as productive.

“The first day I ever tried the 18-inch 
Hogy eel, I had five bites and two swords 
landed,” says Burlew. “The next day I 
had five bites and landed three fish. Ever 

since, I’ve used them with confidence.”
Curlew uses traditional electric gear 

for the swordfish, but at the termi-
nal end he adds a pink or black skirt 

to 300-pound mono leader before 
 rigging the soft-plastic eel to two 8/0 
Southern-style tuna hooks. He sews 
the Hogy to the hooks the same way he 
would sew a mackerel.

“What gives action to the eel when 
fished deep is the current at the 
surface,” he explains. “I’ll head up-
current, say, into 3-knot current at 
just 2 knots, so the boat drifts slowly 
back, and that imparts action to the eel 
at the bottom.”

So far, Curlew has landed up to four 
swordfish on a single soft plastic, but 
averages closer to two or three fish per 
bait. “I’ve tried marinating the Hogy in 
menhaden oil,” he says, “but I haven’t 
noticed much of a diference in my 
catch rate between the scented and 
 unscented baits.” 

6ZRUGƓVK�KDYH�DQ�DSSHWLWH�IRU�HHOV��'URS�GRZQ�
a soft-plastic imitation, let the boat’s rocking 
provide the action, and catch more than one on a 
VLQJOH�DUWLƓFLDO�
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· LIGHTWEIGHT AND ENERGY-EFFICIENT

· EASY TO INSTALL WITH INTEGRATED Wi-Fi
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HOGFISH
(Lachnolaimus maximus)

This large wrasse of the Southeast and Caribbean is highly prized but hard 
to come by, as it only occasionally hits jigs or small live or dead baitfish. 

Hogfish feed mainly on mollusks and crabs. Delicious eating, they’re often a 
spearfishing target. The IGFA world record is an ounce shy of 22 pounds, taken 

in 2011 off South Carolina — not surprisingly, on a crab.

FISH FACTS ARCHIVES

INSIDE:
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TIME TO reel it all in.
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this fish looks like it might be larger than that. 
In any case, since no one has yet entered the 
species with the IGFA for an all-tackle record, 
this could have been it. Next one! — Milton Love

HALF-BREED SNAPPER

 While we were catching yellowtail in the 
Florida Keys, this was pulled aboard. It seems 
like some kind of hybrid, not exactly a lane 
 snapper nor anything else I can find in the 
books. What do you think?

Vic Gaspeny
Tavernier, Florida

 It’s often difficult to ascertain whether a 
fish is a hybrid, especially on the sole basis 
of photographs, Vic. Still, your catch appears 
to have characteristics of both lane snapper 
(Lutjanus synagris) and yellowtail snapper 
(Ocyurus chrysurus), and in fact the production 
of hybrids by these two parental species is 
well documented. The lane-yellowtail snapper 
hybrid, first described by Felipe Poey in 1860, 
was originally considered a unique species: 
Mesoprion (Lutjanus) ambiguus. Workers 

WHO KNOWS 
THE FLAPNOSE?

 Scott Goodwin caught this catfish at the docks 
of Crocodile Bay Resort in Puerto Jimenez, 
Costa Rica, with a leftover strip bait pinned to 
a lead-head jig. A couple of catfish were swim-
ming around the docks, sucking up scraps from 
the cleaning tables.

Some guys at the dock called this an armored 
catfish. Was that the proper ID? What’s the spe-
cies’ range? How big do these whiskerfish get? 
Are they edible?

Sam Hudson
Orlando, Florida

 That whiskered beauty is Sciades dowii, the 
flapnose sea catfish. While there are a number of 
catfish species off Costa Rica, the one you caught 
is brassy-brown with really thick whiskers, both 
characteristics of this species. The flapnose is 
a tropical catfish that lives in the shallows of 
rivers and brackish parts of the sea from at least 
southern Mexico to northern Peru. The habitat 
in which you caught it — a quiet bay with muddy 
bottom — is perfect for these bottom-feeding 
fish because they spend most of their time either 
stalking small fish or rooting around in the mud 
for small invertebrates like crabs and shrimp. As 
far as eating qualities are concerned, flapnoses 
are caught all along their range and sold fresh 
and salted, so I guess they’re at least marginally 
acceptable as table fare. One note: The largest 
flapnose on record is about 35 inches long, and 

CHALLENGE 

OUR EXPERTS

(And Win Up to
10,800 Yards of Line!)

SEND IN YOUR QUESTION 
and any relevant  photos of your 
mysterious catch or observa-
tion for our experts’ ID and 
feedback. If we publish your 
question and you have a ship-
ping address within the United 
States or Canada, you’ll win a 
3-pound spool of Berkley Pro 
Spec ocean-blue or fluorescent-
yellow monofilament (1,000 to 
10,800 yards, depending on 
line strength) or a 1,500-yard 
spool of Spiderwire Stealth 
braid up to 100-pound-test! 
Send questions and images 
via email to fish facts@ sport 
fishing mag .com (include your 
hometown) or via post to Sport 
Fishing Fish Facts, 460 N. 
Orlando Ave., Suite 200, Winter 
Park, FL 32789.

S P ON S O R E D  BY

SF 
FISH FACTS 

EXPERTS
NORTHEAST

Mike Fahay,  Sandy 
Hook Marine Lab, New 

Jersey

SOUTHEAST
Ray Waldner, Ph.D., 
Palm Beach Atlantic 
 University, Florida

GULF OF MEXICO
Bob Shipp, Ph.D., 
University of South 

 Alabama, bobshipp.com

WEST COAST
Milton Love, Ph.D., 

UCSB,
lovelab .id.ucsb.edu

FAR PACIFIC
Ben Diggles, Ph.D., 

Queensland,  Australia, 
GLJVƓ�VK�FRP

BLUEWATER PELAGICS
Eric Prince, Ph.D., 
courtesy of NOAA 

 Fisheries Lab, Miami
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Flapnose 
VHD�FDWƓ�VK

Lane-yellowtail 
snapper hybrid
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ROCK MY SEA BASS

 While fishing squid for black sea 
bass over a live-bottom reef system in 
about 70 feet of water 20 miles off Cape 
Lookout, North Carolina, we caught 
this beautiful little fish. It measured 
11 inches. I’ve looked at all the North 
Carolina marine fisheries websites 
and cannot ID this fish, so any help or 
 information would be great!

James Holloway 
New Bern, North Carolina

 You caught a very close relative of the 
black sea bass (Centropristis striata) 
you were seeking, James: a rock sea 
bass, C. philadelphica. This species 
reaches a maximum length of around 
a foot and ranges from North Carolina 
to South Florida along the Atlantic 
Coast; it’s also found in the northern 
Gulf of Mexico. As its common name 
suggests, it is often associated with 

following Poey sometimes referred to 
this fish as the “Cuban snapper” or 
“Cuban gray snapper.” However, an 
analysis of wild-caught snappers by 
William Loftus, as well as laboratory 
breeding studies by M. Domeier and 
M. Clark, all published in 1992, showed 
conclusively that lane and yellowtail 
snapper can successfully hybridize. 
Furthermore, Domeier and Clark 
suggested that yellowtail snapper and 
gray snapper (L. griseus) might also 
interbreed, resulting in the production 
of yet another hybrid. Dr. Cynthia 
Toth, Jessica Pinder and I are in 
the process of analyzing the protein 
complement and DNA sequences of 
the lane-yellowtail snapper hybrid, 
and are comparing these data to those 
obtained from the parental species in 
hopes of determining how genetically 
or biochemically similar the hybrid 
is to each of its parental stocks.  
— Ray Waldner

hard-bottom areas, but unlike other 
members of its genus, it also inhabits 
areas with sandy or muddy bottoms. 
Like other sea basses, the rock sea 
bass is a protogynous hermaphrodite, 
meaning that females change sex to 
become males as they mature. The 
preferred depth range for rock sea bass 
appears to be 60 to 300 feet. Like its 
brethren, the rock sea bass is excellent 
table fare. — Ray Waldner 

Rock sea bass
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PROLONGED exposure 

to salt water has disas-

trous effects on tackle. 

These reels spent years 

submerged in the ocean.

BY SAM HUDSON  /  JUNE 2016  /  VOL 31 — ISSUE 6

GEAR GUIDE
GAME PLAN GEAR GUIDEFISH FACTS FATHER’S DAY GIFTS

SALT WATER INFECTS the vital workings of reels like a disease. Countless opportunities exist to 
catch the aliction. If saltwater exposure remains unchecked, a reel faces a short life span. That’s why 
manufacturers  continue to innovate and incorporate new technologies in their designs. Thankfully, most 
of today’s saltwater-tough reels feature sealed internal workings, anodized metals such as  aluminum, and 
 additional coatings to block and protect against salt.

Zebco Brands’ SaltGuard and Shimano’s E.I. corrosion treatments fill porous metals with a specialized 
corrosion-preventing compound to seal the reel’s surface. Okuma’s corrosion-resistant coating process 
incorporates a bath of CorrosionX HD formula for both internal and external metal parts. 

HOW DIFFERENT MANUFACTURERS PROTECT 

VITAL REEL COMPONENTS FROM SALT WATER

SALT-FREE DIET
B

IL
L

 D
O

S
T

E
R



The North Rip 30 is a breath of fresh air for  

WKH�KDUGFRUH�DQJOHU��0DVVLYH��VK�ER[HV�������

VQDJ�IUHH�� 
XVK�PRXQWHG� KDUGZDUH�� DQG� DQ� 

LPSUHVVLYH�QHWZRUN�RI����DQG����GHJUHH� URG� 

KROGHUV� DUH� MXVW� WKH� VWDUW� RI� D� FRPSHOOLQJ� 

OLVW�RI� PXVW�KDYHV� WKDW� DUH� VWDQGDUG�RQ� WKH�

North Rip 30.

ȊΖ� FDQ� VD\� ZLWK� DEVROXWH� FHUWDLQW\� WKDW� LW� LV�

QRW�RQO\� WKH�EHVW�ORRNLQJ��EXW� LV�KDQGV�GRZQ�

RQH�RI� WKH� PRVW� HɝFLHQW� VSRUW�VKLQJ� FHQWHU� 

FRQVROHV� ΖȇYH� KDG� WKH� SOHDVXUH� WR� ZRUN� RQ�ȋ�

VD\V� &DSWDLQ� -DFN� 6SUHQJHO�� 6WHS� XS� \RXU� 

�VKLQJ�JDPH�ZLWK�D�QHZ�1RUWK�5LS����

WWW.NORTHRIPBOAT.COM

(401) 247-3000 • SALES@NORTHRIPBOAT.COM

$�'LYLVLRQ�RI�86:DWHUFUDIW��WKH�+RPH�RI�1HZ�(QJODQG�&UDIWVPDQVKLS

BUILT FOR SERIOUS SPORTFISHING

BUILT FOR FISHING. PERIOD.

INTRODUCING THE NORTH RIP 30

Four hundred pound tuna, caught on 

spinning gear aboard the North Rip 30 

by Captain Jack Sprengel and his  

East Coast Charters crew.
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treatment doubles the durability of the 
spool surface and helps prevent wear-
out by eliminating oxidation,” says 
Shimano’s John Mazurkiewicz.

In this Gear Guide, I’ve highlighted 
vulnerable areas of reels and explained 
how specific companies protect them 
from saltwater degradation.

“The formula penetrates and bonds 
to metal parts, which dramatically pro-
longs the life of those parts beyond 
anodizing,” says John Bretza, director of 
product development at Okuma Fishing.

Shimano put a major emphasis on 
corrosion resistance with its latest 
Torium star-drag reels. “E.I. surface 

THE RIGHT

MATERIAL

Corrosion resistance starts with a 
strong foundation. Two popular classes 
of aluminum alloy are commonly used.

“Wrought alloys are manipulated 
mechanically into a desired form, such 
as bar or plate stock,” says Chris Littau, 
manager of product and technol-
ogy strategy at Zebco. “Cast alloys  are 
directly cast into their final form by 
methods such as die-casting.”

Metals are specifically combined 
with other metals to achieve the desired 
physical properties, including strength, 
rigidity and corrosion resistance. For 
example, Alutecnos constructs its reels 
from tough 6082 aluminum alloy yet 
still incorporates an anodizing process 
to reduce pitting caused by salt water, 
says Mason Featherston, Alutecnos’ 
national sales manager.

Consider the positives and negatives 
of each class of alloys.

Wrought alloys can be precision- 
machined, strong and corrosion-
resistant, as well as incorporate an 
anodizing layer for more protection. 
“[Anodizing] is used in the Fin-Nor 
Santiago, Fin-Nor Marquesa and Van 
Staal reels,” says Littau. 

Cast alloys can be molded into 
 intricate shapes, making them a top 
choice for high-end reels that are not 
fully machined.

The basic wrought- and cast-alloy 
principles also apply to other materi-
als. Stainless steel contains a high level 
of chromium to prevent rust and cor-
rosion, says Littau. Both aluminum 

Quantum’s Cabo PT is built from die-cast superior 
corrosion-resistant aluminum and treated with 
SaltGuard 2.0, a corrosion-preventing coating.

 The Entire Scented BaitZ Lineup Is:

  Constructed of proprietary                

ElaZtech material

   Infused with 100% natural Pro-Cure 

Super Gel scents

   Extremely soft for lifelike swimming 

action, yet incredibly tear resistant 

   Non-toxic, containing no phthalates

  Made in the U.S.A.

  3" Scented ShrimpZ are deadly when 

fi shed under a popping cork, or slowly 
twitched or crawled along the bottom.

  4" and 5" Scented PaddlerZ’ segmented

body and thin paddle tail produce a subtle 
swimming action, even on slow retrieves.

  5" Scented Jerk ShadZ perfectly emulates 

darting, erratic baitfi sh action at all 
water-column levels. 

zmanfi shing.com

™, PADDLERZ™, JERK SHADZ™

CAPT. C.A. RICHARDSON
Charter Captain and Host of Flats Class TV

“

“

“Whether sight fi shing the clear shallows of the 
Laguna Madre or probing the murky waters of the 
Everglades, Z-Man gives me a true competitive edge. 
The lifelike action and realistic profi les of the Scent-
ed ShrimpZ, PogyZ, Jerk ShadZ, PaddlerZ, and Curly 
TailZ routinely fool the most discriminating saltwater 
gamefi sh. Plus, each bait’s proprietary 10X Tough 
durability is unparalleled, withstanding the harshest 
marine environments. Once you experience the 
Z-Man advantage, there’s no going back!”
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 corrosion if not properly maintained.
“All Andros reels have a one-piece 

frame and palm side plate, mean-
ing on a right-hand-crank reel, there 
are no side-plate screws on the left 
side,” explains Bretza. “The goal is to 
reduce the possibility of corrosion. The 
right-side plate has four major keys 
machined into the frame and twists 
into place for maximum holding power. 
A set screw holds everything in the 
locking position.”

and stainless steel receive secondary 
processes to perform at their best.

“Aluminum alloys need one of two 
processes: an immersion bath or 
anodizing,” he adds. “Anodizing is an 
electrochemical process that converts 
the surface of aluminum into a durable 
anodic oxide finish.”

A BETTER DESIGN
One of the key ways to lessen corrosion, 
especially on the reel’s exterior, is to 
control electrolysis. Electrolysis is an 
electrical current caused by dissimilar 
metals when salt water is introduced. 
Diferent metals are necessary for 
strength purposes, but reducing the 
number is still an important factor.

Some manufacturers, such as 
Okuma, design reel models specifi-
cally to reduce corrosion caused by 
electrolysis. Aluminum and stainless 
are dissimilar metals and can lead to 

SEALED TIGHT
Diferent manufacturers protect 
 internal ball bearings and gears 
from saltwater intrusion diferently. 
Shimano incorporates shielded anti-
rust ball bearings into reels such as 
the new Curado 70 baitcaster. The 
unique bearings are 10 times more 
 corrosion-resistant than standard 
stainless steel.

Most companies seal bearings and 
interior surfaces to prevent water 
intrusion. Accurate seals bearings and 
coats all interior surfaces, including 
the bearing faces, says Ben Secrest, vice 
 president of marketing at Accurate.

“The gear box has so many 
 tight- tolerance areas that any salt or 
sand can create problems,” says Mike 

Notice the four slots (or “keys”) in the 6061-T6 
aluminum frame of the Okuma Andros 12II. 
Calculated engineering limits the number of 
stainless screws necessary.

You’ll grow to love him too.

facebook.com/halcotackle    

www.halcotackle.com
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Meet MAX

The bibless minnow from Halco.



323 2 J U N E  2 0 1 6

G A M E  P L A N  +  F I S H  F A C T S  + G E A R  G U I D E +  F A T H E R ’ S  D A Y  G I F T S

Penn’s Battle II reels use sealed ball 
bearings in addition to the seal on the 
drag system. At this summer’s ICAST 
show, the brand-new Slammer III will 
debut, featuring IPX6, a waterproof 
rating that signifies protection from 
heavy  splashing and water jets.

“The Spinfisher V and Torque reels 

Rice, brand director at Pure Fishing, 
which makes Penn reels. “Once salt 
water gets into the anti-reverse bear-
ings or ball bearings and dries out, you 
end up with a rough and noisy reel. If 
salt residue and sand work their way 
into a drag system, you lose consistency 
and smoothness.”

have a very extensive sealing system 
around the gear box and drag system,” 
says Rice. “We wanted them both to be 
surf-ready reels out of the box.”

Daiwa’s Mag Sealed ball bearings use 
a patented magnetic oil to span the gap 
between the bearing’s outer and inner 
races. The oil belongs to a new gen-
eration of nanofluids that can change 
density and shape.

Mag Sealed creates an  excellent 
low-friction seal for a rotating shaft 
on a spinning reel. Daiwa currently 
 utilizes the magnetic oil and Mag 
Sealed technology at the rotor, line 
roller, ball bearings and gearing of 
specific spinning, baitcasting and 
power-assist models.

Daiwa’s Zillion HD baitcaster comes 
with a Mag Sealed ball bearing. The 

Saltiga- and Dog Fight-series  spinning 
reels have three Mag Sealed ball 
 bearings and waterproof bodies. The 
new lightweight Exist spinner features 
Mag Sealed ball bearings on both sides 
of the drive gear, plus a Mag Sealed 
main shaft and line roller.

“This frictionless dam allows the 
bearings to perform optimally in any 
conditions,” says Daiwa’s Curt Arakawa. 

Van Staal reels are so utterly and 
completely sealed that they can be 
dunked underwater without saltwater 
intrusion. “In order to be 100 percent 
waterproof, everything must be sealed,” 
says Littau. “Van Staal also uses ceramic 
bearings that don’t corrode.”

With these corrosion protections 
plus consistent maintenance in the 
form of light rinses and proper lubri-
cation, today’s reels should experience 
an extended life span even in the harsh 
saltwater environment. 

With help from magnetic oil (yellow) and a 
magnet (blue), Daiwa’s Mag Sealed ball bearing 
incorporates oil between the outer and inner races 
to create a frictionless dam.

WINNING PERFORMANCE

COMPONENTS

Sierra has the right mix of 

products to keep your 

ignition firing on all cylinders. 

We offer replacement spark 

plug wire sets, distributors, 

ignition coils, sensors, 

switches and more. We have 

a selection of quality 

performance ignition kits and 

numerous other performance 

products designed to take 

your boat to the max. All 

Sierra products are covered 

by our industry leading 

warranty. 
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westmarine.com

Plus more than 260 stores nationwide

 IT’S YOUR  
WATERLIFE. WE OUTFIT IT.

Sarah J.

West Marine Associate

Sarah is wearing Columbia PFG  
Tamiami II Shirt and East Ridge Shorts. 

Sarah’s brother Robert is wearing  
Columbia PFG Bahama II Shirt and  

PFG Terminal Tackle Shorts.
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Yeti has expanded its Hopper line of soft-sided coolers with a new color scheme, Field Tan 
(tan, green and orange), joining the original fog gray and Tahoe blue version. Hoppers feature 
a puncture-resistant, leakproof Dryhide shell and ColdCell insulation (an inch of closed-cell 
foam on the sides and 1½ inches on the bottom). Their anti-microbial liners resist mildew, and 
WKH�+\GUR/RN�]LSSHU�Ɠ�UPO\�VHDOV�WKH�FRROHU�FRPSDUWPHQW�WR�NHHS�LFH�IRU�GD\V��:LWK�PDWHULDOV�
sourced from hazmat suits and white-water rafts, Hoppers come in sizes 20, 30 and 40 and 
cost $299.99 to $399.99.

BY CHRIS WOODWARD  /  JUNE 2016  /  VOL 31 — ISSUE 6

FATHER’S DAY GIFTS
GAME PLAN GEAR GUIDEFISH FACTS FATHER’S DAY GIFTS

3. HUK KSCOTT 
NORTHDROP ICON
Huk’s long-sleeved Northdrop Icon

mock-neck tee features a KScott-design 
Ɠ�VK�DFURVV�WKH�EDFN��PHVK�XQGHU�WKH�
arms, sun protection and stain resis-
tance. Huk uses a polyknit fabric with 
a touch of spandex to create ease of 
movement and breathability. Anti-
microbial treatment wards off unwanted 
smells. The tee comes in blue or white 
and in sizes S through XXXL. The shirts 
cost $49.99.

1. GARMIN VIRB X/XE
Garmin’s second-generation HD action cameras shoot 
KLJK�GHƓ�QLWLRQ�LPDJHV�DQG�YLGHR��DQG�WKH\ōUH�ZDWHUSURRI�
to 50 meters without an external case. VIRB X shoots footage at 
1080p/30 fps and 720p/60 fps with slow-mo and zoom options. 
VIRB XE adds a Pro mode for advanced manual adjustments 
such as white-balance control, ISO limit and exposure bias. 
Both models boast a new microphone for clear audio, even 
XQGHUZDWHU��8VLQJ�WKH�EXLOW�LQ�:L�)L��XVHUV�FRQQHFW�WR�WKH�PRELOH�
app on smartphones and tablets to control and view multiple 
cameras and view a live video stream for setting up shots. The 
VIRB X costs $299.99, and the VIRB XE costs $399.99.

3 4

Buying Father’s 

Day gifts for 

Ɠ�VKHUPHQ�FDQ�

UHTXLUH�VRPH�

sleuthing and 

HYHQ�VRPH�WHFK�

QLFDO�DQJOLQJ�

knowledge. To 

PLQLPL]H�WKDW��

Sport Fishing 

offers these 

10 gift ideas 

that are sure to 

surprise and 

delight any 

VDOWZDWHU�Ɠ�VKLQJ�

dad on June 19.



3 5S P O R T F I S H I N G M A G . C O M

7

JUNE 2016  /  VOL 31 — ISSUE 6

4. PENN TOOLS

Penn designed a set of Ɠ�VKLQJ�WRROV for every task on board. The 
collection includes spring-loaded pliers made with 304 and 420 
stainless steel, wrapped in a titanium black-nickel coating for hard-
ness, durability and corrosion resistance. The 7-inch cutters (not 
pictured) feature sharp jaws to part single-strand wire up to 0.84 
inches; they pair nicely with the 10-inch leader crimpers for sleeves 
up to 0.08 inches. All-around bull-nose pliers come in two sizes, 
6.5 inches and 8 inches. The 6.5-inch parallel pliers cut wire, mono 
DQG�KRRNV��DQG�WKH����LQFK�KRRN�H[WUDFWRU�ZRUNV�RQ�DOO�VL]HV�RI�Ɠ�VK��
Prices range from $24.99 to $49.99.

5. SIMMS WESTSHORE FLIPS

:LWK�VXPPHU�XSRQ�XV��Ŵ�LS�Ŵ�RSV�EHFRPH�WKH�IRRWZHDU�RI�FKRLFH�IRU�
many anglers. 6LPPV :HVWVKRUH�)OLSV offer Right Angle Footbed 
technology to alleviate fatigue and maximize support. The canvas, 
neoprene-lined straps enhance comfort, and the molded EVA midsoles 
feature integrated arch supports and water channels. Siped gum-
rubber outsoles with a medial and lateral heel wrap provide stability. 

MORE NEW PRODUCTS
9LVLW�RXU�*HDU�VHFWLRQ�DW

VSRUWƓ�VKLQJPDJ���FRP�QHZ�SURGV.

7. WILLIAMSON FIGHTING 

SHOULDER HARNESS

Paired with a rod belt, :LOOLDPVRQ’s )LJKWLQJ�6KRXOGHU�
+DUQHVV�VSUHDGV�RXW�RIWHQ�LQWHQVH�Ɠ�VK�EDWWOLQJ�SUHVVXUH�IURP�
the hips to the upper back. The harness’s cushioned nylon 
construction and breathable mesh inserts offer comfort and 
ventilation for long days offshore. The strong nylon webbing 
with double-reinforced stitching ensures it will stand up under 
pressure. The adjustable harness comes with stainless-steel 
ladder locks and spring-loaded reel-lug clips. It costs $36.99.

6. TALES OF A HOOKER 

AND HER MADAM

Although the book title suggests racy 
content, this paperback page-turner 
tells tales from a famous  mothership 
and game-boat operation, The 

Madam and The Hooker, which set 
more than 80 world records over two 
GHFDGHV�RI�JOREDO�ELJ�JDPH�Ɠ�VKLQJ��
Author and captain Skip Smith trav-
eled 26 countries with owners Jerry 
and Deborah Dunaway during the 
1980s and ’90s, catching remarkable 
UHFRUG�Ɠ�VK�IURP�WKH�ZHVW�FRDVW�RI�
Africa to Australia and south to Peru. 
Tales of a Hooker and Her Madam

costs $29.95 on Amazon.



3 63 6 J U N E  2 0 1 6

8

JUNE 2016  /  VOL 31 — ISSUE 6

8. SALT LIFE 

STORMY 

WATERS SLX 

UVAPOR

This performance 
long-sleeved Stormy 
:DWHUV pocket tee 
features a sublimated 
all-over print. It’s 
made from 88 percent 
polyester and 12 
percent spandex. 6DOW�
Life treats the fabric 
for UV 30 protection. 
The anti-microbial 
tee provides built-in 
cooling and ventila-
WLRQ��6WRUP\�:DWHUV�
shirts come in one 
print color and in 
sizes S to XXL. They 
cost $45.

10

9. COSTA RAFAEL

A dad fave, &RVWD’s 5DIDHO bio-based-resin 
frames feature a wide-temple design and 
ZUDS�VW\OH�WR�EORFN�JODUH�IURP�UHŴ�HFWLYH�
seas. Their three-square-hole venting 
inhibits lens fogging, and hypoallergenic 
rubberized temple tips and nose pads keep 
the glasses comfortable and in place all day. 
Frame colors include blackout, matte retro 
tortoise, matte olive teak and matte black 
teak. Costa sunglasses can be customized 
with a full array of polarized 580 lenses 
made from either glass or impact-resistant 
polycarbonate. Rafaels start at $169.

10. SHIMANO 

DURO DRY 

JACKET AND BIB

Made from 100 percent 
nylon three-layer abrasion-
resistant fabric, Shimano’s 
Duro Dry foul-weather 
gear offers waterproof 
performance with breath-
ability. All seams are fully 
sealed. The jacket features 
a double storm cuff to 
prevent water egress. The 
bibs come with cargo and 
plier pockets. Available in 
black with charcoal trim 
and in sizes M to XXXL, the 
jackets cost $199.99 and 
the bibs cost $179.99.



BOSTONWHALER .COM

t h e  b o s t o n  w h a l e r  d a u n t l e s s

Trusted by professional anglers, Boston Whaler’s formidable fleet is unrivaled in performance, 

comfort and capability. Just ask Henry Waszczuk, host of the popular show Fishing the Flats. The 

Dauntless is Henry’s boat of choice, thanks to its array of smart amenities and its remarkably so�, 

safe, dry ride. WHEN YOU FISH WITH WHALER, YOU FISH WITH CONFIDENCE.
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IGFA PENDING WORLD RECORDS

INTERNATIONAL GAME FISH ASSOCIATION,  
300 Gulf Stream Way, Dania Beach, FL 33004  

ph: 954-927-2628; fax: 954-924-4299; igfa.org

The capture of a 151-pound, 2-ounce mako shark [A] took only 

four minutes on 2-pound-test line for Auckland angler Scott Tindale. 

He caught the shark on a skipjack tuna near Little Barrier Island, New 

Zealand, in March. If approved, it will beat by just over a pound the 

existing 2-pound mako record, also caught in New Zealand, in 2010.

Fishing a speed jig in December 2015, Isamu Kinoshita of Nagasaki 

caught a 23-pound, 4-ounce Japanese Spanish mackerel [B] in 

Japan’s Goto Islands. The catch had just been approved at press time as 

the all-tackle record.

6RDNLQJ�D�OLYH�\HOORZƓQ�WXQD�RXW�RI�'DU�HV�6DODDP��7DQ]DQLD��SURGXFHG�

this pending all-tackle-record 236-pound, 15-ounce dogtooth tuna

[C] for Jon Patton of North Devon, England, in November 2015. The 

angler required 45 minutes to land the doggie, which, if approved, beats 

the existing record from Rodrigues Island, Mauritius, by mere ounces.

Following a brief but tense three-minute battle, Meredith J. McCord of 

Houston boated a 41-pound, 8-ounce black drum [D] on 16-pound 

tippet near Cocodrie, Louisiana, this past February. The drum went for a 

%ODFN�0DJLF�Ŵ\��,I�DSSURYHG��WKH�FDWFK�ZLOO�GHIHDW�D����SRXQGHU�FDXJKW�

LQ�/RXLVLDQD�LQ������

CA

B

D

We’re coming...

The AV-26 is a true low profi le bay boat with an overall length of 26’2” and a beam of 8’6”, built with the serious fi sherman in mind. The Avenger 

Bay Boat’s incredibly stable fi shing platform is complimented with standard equipment like 2 live release and one bait well, dual lockable rod storage 

boxes, and anchor locker built to accommodate  both bow and stern anchors. The Avenger is rated for a single engine of up to 400HP and features 

an 89 gallon capacity fuel load, making your favorite fi shing spot easily and quickly accessible.

For more information, go to www.avengerbayboats.com or call 843 538-6604 

or like us on Facebook at Avenger Boats for the latest available information.

24’ and 22’ versions coming soon!



GEICO and TowBoatU.S. 

have teamed up 

to help you on the water.
As a GEICO policyholder, you’ll receive outstanding coverage for your 

boat at an outstanding price. Plus, when you add towing to your policy, 

\RXèOO�KDYH�WKH�EHQHĆ� WV�RI�VHUYLFHV�SURYLGHG�E\�7RZ%RDW8�6��

æ�WKH�QDWLRQèV�ODUJHVW�ć� HHW�

for your boat

geico.com/boat

800-865-4846

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. 
GEICO is a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. © 2015 GEICO

Service provided by
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BLUEFIN STAGE A COMEBACK BETWEEN THE FABLED PILLARS OF HERCULES

B Y  J O H N N Y  J E N S E N
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leading the ancient Greeks to dub the opposing 
promontories the Pillars of Hercules.

The tiny Gibraltar Peninsula has belonged to 
Great Britain since 1713, and though it occupies 
only 2.6 square miles, it has always held strategic 
naval importance. Today the peninsula is also 
an important commercial center and hosts a 
huge tourism industry, serving as a popular port 
of call for passenger cruise ships. The glorious 
Mediterranean climate (air temperatures rarely 
dip below 43 degrees F) and the famous Barbary 
apes that inhabit the top of the rock add to the 
appeal of the Gibraltar Peninsula.

BLUEFIN BYWAY

As water funnels through the Strait of Gibraltar 
between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean, an 
abundance of marine life accumulates, including 
shoals of forage fish such as mackerel, mullet 
and bonito. Dolphins, whales and large fish move 
in to feast. The biggest attraction for anglers are 
Atlantic bluefin tuna, which can grow to well 
over 1,000 pounds.

Yet it was not always this way in the Strait 
of Gibraltar. Until about 10 years ago, anglers 
found it difficult to catch bluefin here. Then the 
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Gibraltar serves as a 

natural gateway between 

the Mediterranean Sea 

and the Atlantic Ocean for 

both commercial shipping 

and bluefin tuna.

I NEARLY FELL OUT OF THE FIGHTING CHAIR AS CAPT. DANNY GABAY 

SUDDENLY LET OUT A HUGE ROAR RIGHT BESIDE MY EAR. AFTER I’D STRUG-

GLED FOR AN HOUR TO LAND A POWERFUL FISH, THE CREW WAS FINALLY 

SINKING TWO GAFFS IN IT, PROMPTING THE CAPTAIN’S DEAFENING CELE-

BRATION. I HAD NOT EVEN SEEN THE FISH YET, BUT I DIDN’T DOUBT IT WAS 

BIG. I COULDN’T RECALL A TOUGHER FIGHT. ONCE I SAW THE METALLIC-

BLUE SPEED DEMON ON THE DECK, I REALIZED THIS ATLANTIC BLUEFIN 

TUNA WOULD WEIGH IN THE 330-POUND RANGE. I HAD NEVER IMAGINED 

CATCHING A BLUEFIN OF SUCH  PROPORTIONS IN THESE WATERS.

We were fishing in the fabled Strait of 
Gibraltar, between Morocco and Spain, where 
Africa reaches up to nearly nudge Europe. The 
continents here are separated by a mere 7.7 
miles of water at the passage’s narrowest point. 
The Atlas Mountains near Tangier, Morocco, 
and the famous Rock of Gibraltar flank the strait, 

BOOKING A GIBRALTAR BLUEFIN CHARTER

Polo IV is a state-of-the-art, high-speed big-game fisher featuring a walk-around deck and a cabin with galley and enclosed head. The 29½-foot 

flybridge is powered by twin turbo 200 hp Yanmar diesels, providing a cruise speed of 25 knots. Fishing equipment includes rods and reels from Penn 

and Shimano rated for 12- to 130-pound-test line.

Skippers Danny Gabay and Anthony Pons have fished extensively worldwide, and both represent Gibraltar at European big-game fishing champion-

ships. Lee Torres and Johnnie Neish, both with many years’ experience fishing local waters, also serve as captains. You can contact Polo IV for charters at 

biggamefishinggibraltar.com.
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GETTING TO 

GIBRALTAR

There are no direct flights 

from the United States 

to Gibraltar. Visitors can 

make a connection either 

in London or Malaga, 

Spain, which is about two 

hours away by road.

Gibraltar offers a 

variety of accommoda-

tions. For example, you 

can stay in Ocean Village 

Marina on either a bed-

and-breakfast boat or a 

permanently anchored 

luxury liner turned hotel. 

A quick online search 

will reveal various hotels 

available in Gibraltar.

European Union established strict limitations 
on commercial tuna fishing in European waters, 
and since then, the bluefin tuna population has 
increased drastically.

Bluefin venture into the Mediterranean to 
spawn in April and May, and during these months 
there exists a gentleman’s agreement among 
recreational anglers to not fish for them. It is 
only when the tuna are heading back out again, in 
July and August, that anglers target the big ones. 
In September and October, smaller tuna in the 
40- to 220-pound range appear in large numbers.

TUNA TRAINING

My introduction to the giants of Gibraltar came 
in 2011, when I was invited to fish with my 
good friend and Gibraltar resident Graham 
Noon. We visited the local tackle shop (which 
unfortunately doesn’t exist anymore), owned 
then by Bernard Wright, who along with Noon 
made sure that I had the right tackle for the 
local sea bream (porgies), mullet, European sea 
bass and conger eels — all popular game fish 
among European anglers. Then Wright casually 
mentioned that both bluefin and white sharks 

also inhabit the strait at times, and I nearly 
choked on my coffee.

So began an adventure that same afternoon 
aboard Polo IV, a Rodman 870 with two 200 hp 
engines. As we cruised out to the fishing grounds 
amid hundreds of porpoises, Capt. Gabay told 
me that there are almost always schools of 
baitfish in the strait, and they often congregate 
over a 1,600-foot-deep plateau with surrounding 
depths plummeting to 3,300 feet.

Fishing with natural baits is prohibited in 
Spanish waters, so we trolled large Yo-Zuri 
Bonita plugs in sizes 21 and 26 and blue mack-
erel and dorado colors. The crew set out a spread 
of four lines measuring 120, 100, 80 and 60 
meters, with the longest on the outside. Gabay 
set the trolling speed at 6 knots.

Artificial baits might not be quite as  effective 
as natural baits, but they still produce on average 
one tuna per trip in the most productive weeks, 
especially when the weather is optimal and 
there is a strong afternoon tide. In these condi-
tions, Gabay says, he can pretty much guarantee 
tuna strikes. Tuna caught in the strait in July 
and August usually weigh between 200 and 
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POPPER MAGIC

In autumn, hundreds of smaller tuna hunt 
flying fish on the surface, creating a perfect 
scenario for throwing poppers. In September, 
everybody catches.

I was invited to have a go at popper fishing for 
bluefin in October 2014. When I arrived, I was 
informed that the fishing wasn’t as good as in the 
previous month. (How often do you hear that?) 
As it turned out, however, we caught 14 bluefin 
tuna in four and a half days. The fish ranged from 
44 to 120 pounds.

Having the chance to catch them on popping 
gear was unbelievable. In my 35 years of adven-
ture fishing, I’d never for a moment thought  

Above: Lipless trolling 

plugs such as the Yo-Zuri 

Bonita account for many 

large bluefin tuna taken 

in these waters. Below: In 

fall, casting large poppers 

proves effective for the 

school-size Gibraltar tuna. 

CONFIRMING THE BLUEFIN BOOM

“The most recent studies indicate that bluefin tuna are no longer in danger; they are recovering.” These are the 

 conclusions of the recent meeting of the scientific committee of the International Commission for the Conservation of 

Atlantic Tunas, an intergovernmental fishery organization responsible for the conservation of tuna and tunalike species 

in the Atlantic Ocean and adjacent seas.

Sergi Tudela, head of fisheries at the World Wildlife Fund’s Office for the Mediterranean Sea, explains that despite 

the high uncertainty that has surrounded the assessment, one thing is clear: Bluefin tuna are no longer in danger, 

thanks to the current recovery plan.

Raul Garcia, coordinator of fishing for WWF Spain, adds, “We can be very close to achieving a great success in the 

history of fishing, the dream of sustainable management of bluefin tuna in the eastern Atlantic and Mediterranean.”

350 pounds, with the largest so far on Polo IV 
weighing more than 600 pounds. The heaviest 
bluefin caught so far in the Gibraltar recre-
ational fishery (by a Spanish friend of Gabay) 
weighed nearly 1,000 pounds.

BLUEFIN BATTLE

Shortly into our bluefin adventure, one of the 
crew suddenly yelled, “Fish on!” I clambered 
into the fighting chair and the crew strapped 
me into a harness. Now I was connected to 
the rod and reel that connected me to the fish, 
which was streaking away in the general direc-
tion of Africa as line spewed off the reel. My 
immediate worry was whether I was actually 
connected to the chair and the boat itself, as I 
had already seen the power of these tuna and 
I didn’t want to end up flying off the stern to a 
deep blue watery grave.

For what felt like forever, there was little 
to do but watch the line leaving the reel. I was 
along for the ride for the first 15 minutes or so, 
until the tuna decided to turn toward the boat. 
The experienced captain quickly powered up to 
keep tension on the line while I concentrated on 
reeling for dear life, doing my best to lay the line 
in an orderly fashion on the huge Shimano reel.

The fish took three long runs, and three 
times I had to battle it back. After one and a 
half hours under the blistering sun, I was nearly 
worn out when the fish finally gave in. One crew 
member guided the leader to the side of the 
boat, where a second mate gaffed the tuna. We 
brought the fish back to the harbor and read the 
precise weight at 331 pounds.

Since that trip, I have been to Gibraltar to fish 
for bluefin six times, and the tuna population 
seems to grow with each new visit.

The author 

used this home-

made popper, but 

models such as Halco’s 

Roosta Popper, Shimano’s 

Orca and Williamson’s 

Jet Popper will work 

equally well.
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LIMITS AND RELEASE FISHING

When I started fishing with Capt. Danny Gabay, we trolled the Strait of Gibraltar in both Spanish and Moroccan territorial waters. But due to 

 diplomatic problems between Spain and Gibraltar (British territory) over sovereignty of the peninsula, it has become harder and harder to obtain 

Spanish fishing licenses. As a result, Gibraltar applied for its own quota and received it for 2015.

Fishing in Gibraltar waters requires staying within the national 3-mile limit. There are probably more tuna farther out in the strait.

While the Gibraltar bluefin quota is 10 tons per year, catch-and-release fishing is allowed after the limit is reached (within the tuna season, mid-May 

to mid-October). The minimum size for keeping tuna, according to suggested rules of the International Commission for the Conservation of Atlantic 

Tunas, is 115 centimeters, or 45.28 inches.

Along with the new status of Gibraltar tuna fishing, fishing licenses are now required. As a result of the increase in sport-fishing interest in tuna, 

locals are relying more on income from guiding rather than harvesting. This should further inspire local fishermen to accept catch-and-release instead 

of selling the tuna to restaurants.

I am also taking part in the positive work to conserve tuna and develop an interesting fishery by working with the Gibraltar government. Gabay 

and I have met with Stephen Warr, senior environmental officer, to help with this project. One of the initiatives already implemented is ICCAT’s tuna 

tagging program. — JJ

I would have such an  opportunity 
in these waters. Since then, I have 
caught many more bluefin in  
this manner.

The popper fishing starts when 
you exit the harbor and enter the 
Bay of Gibraltar. We searched for 
birds or dolphins hunting small 
fish — preferably flyers — at the 

surface. Your best shot at a ferocious tuna strike 
comes from casting in front of an oncoming 
flying fish’s path, because tuna follow under-
neath and attack anything making a splash 
ahead. This ranks as one of the most exciting 
ways to fish.

It can also be exhausting. Imagine casting 
with heavy poppers four hours straight for 
several days, only to be interrupted by gut-
wrenching fights. Eventually, it hurts, but in the 
greatest way possible.

Today the number and weight of spawning-
age tuna in Gibraltar waters is nearly double 
what it was in the 1950s, when fishing for 
Atlantic bluefin tuna was considered very, very 
good. There is talk of reducing the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature threat level  
from red/endangered to a more positive  
level (see “Confirming the Bluefin Boom,” p. 44).

With proper management, the giants of 
Gibraltar will be pleasing anglers for decades 
to come. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Denmark resident Johnny Jensen has been a sport 
fisherman for nearly his entire life and a jour-
nalist for 30 years, seeking angling adventures 
around the world. His photographs and stories 
are widely used in television, magazines, books 
and websites. In 2010, Jensen published his own 
Danish-language book, Dreamfishing.

The Gibraltar-based Polo IV consistently 

catches bluefin tuna in summer and 

fall. The boat’s biggest bluefin thus far 

weighed more than 600 pounds, but 

bigger tuna also roam these waters.
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habitats in a day, 

including the Atlantic, 

east of Hatteras Island; 

Pamlico Sound, visible 

west of the island; or 

Hatteras Inlet itself 

(south of the tip).

NORTH 

CAROLINA

OUTER 

BANKS

NORTH

CAROLINA’S

OUTER

BANKS
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B Y  D O U G  O L A N D E R

A Gathering of Generations Enjoys Fast Fishing and  

Fun Times on North Carolina’s Famed Outer Banks
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small dolphin (mahi) and wahoo 
with Capt. Jeff Quidley and mate 
Shane Austin aboard the custom 
50-foot convertible Chaser.

When the timing’s right, the 
offshore waters here can offer 
excellent action for billfish (blue 
marlin, white marlin and sails). 
But lately the wahoo had been 
snapping, so we agreed to target 
the oversize mackerel.

The weather was with us, and 
the Atlantic offered no more than 

Since folks would be 
converging on the state from all 
over — Washington, California, 
Minnesota, Virginia, Missouri, 
Florida — I felt the responsibility 
of my choice weighing on me. I’m 
happy to report in retrospect that 
my good name wasn’t tarnished: 
A good time was had by all.

EXTRAVAGANT CRASH PADS

For my part, of course, I liked the 
idea of having our big hoedown 
where we could get in some serious 
fishing. But it sure couldn’t be just 
about fishing. While a lot of my 
kinfolk have done a bit of fishing 
(in many cases, mostly with me), 
not all are hardcore anglers. Plus 
we had toddlers to consider, too 
young to go offshore.

Fortunately, everyone loves 
the beach, and the seemingly 
endless, accessible, inviting 
beaches of the Outer Banks offer 
all the attendant water activi-
ties as well as the opportunity to 
simply chill out.

Other options for those who 
might be so inclined include 
horseback riding, tours of historic 
lighthouses, lowland hikes, wind-
surfing, kitesurfing, ATV rentals, 
raking clams, crabbing and more.

Another factor in deciding 
on the Outer Banks was the 
rental-home options. Spaced 
intermittently up and down the 
Outer Banks beaches are clusters 
of fabulous homes, many three 
or even four stories tall, with six 
to eight or more bedrooms, huge 
kitchens with double appliances, 
and spacious decks overlooking 
the Atlantic to the east and 
Pamlico Sound to the west. Two 
homes of this sort, located near 
each other a mile or two north 
of Hatteras Inlet, provided this 
extensive gathering of genera-
tions with ideal accommodations 
at a very reasonable price.

A WORLD OF CHAOS

But wait: This is, after all, a fishing 
magazine, so what about that?

I had promised the many eager 
anglers they’d have action, and 
the waters off the Outer Banks 
certainly didn’t let us down. Early 
August, when we were there, 
isn’t the peak time of year, but 
we enjoyed some fast action for 

The more hardcore anglers, like North 

Carolinian John Fay (above), found 

fast bluewater action on wahoo and 

dolphin, while an easy day inshore on 

Pamlico Sound gave Rose Haskins (left), 

from Minnesota, the chance to fish salt 

water and catch her first flounder.

If you had to choose one coastal 

location for a family vacation that 

offered good fishing, where would it 

be? Not long ago, that became my task: 

finding a spot for a family reunion 

where two dozen kinfolk — mothers, 

fathers, sons, daughters, brothers, 

sisters, cousins, aunts, uncles and so on, 

from 1 to 70 years old — could spend a 

week together. Although I considered 

the coastline of the entire lower 48, 

from Washington state to Maine, the 

choice didn’t take long, and soon I’d 

booked two huge beachfront homes 

with 15 bedrooms in total on North 

Carolina’s Outer Banks.
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for school dolphin, and handed 
out spinners with 20-pound line.

Austin began tossing out chunks 
to the eager fish, and all hell broke 
loose around the cockpit.

Any offshore angler who has 
ever encountered school dolphin 

a gentle chop. Before we could 
reach the wahoo grounds, I began 
to notice patches of sargassum. 
Soon Quidley spotted a much 
larger weed line just ahead. 
Luckily, I’d brought tackle that 
would maximize the fun quotient 

knows the drill: rods bending, 
lines tangling, anglers screaming, 
fish leaping all over the water, 
the mate bailing ’em over the 
gunwales, and in general, a world 
of chaos. Not all of these anglers, 
though, did know the drill. For 

THE OUTER BANKS

North Carolina’s famed Outer Banks — a long, narrow strip of barrier islands and mostly connected peninsulas — are often labeled simply “the OBX.” 

Typically, this refers to the stretch of coast from Duck south to Ocracoke. That includes not only Hatteras Inlet but also Ocracoke and Oregon inlets.

Even within this stretch, says Bob Eakes, one notices differences. “The beaches down around Ocracoke are more flat and stable, plus they’re 

warmer,” he says. “As you go farther north, the beaches become more sheer and the water definitely cooler.”

The seemingly endless OBX beaches are renowned among surf fishermen. They produce most of the inshore species mentioned in this feature, but 

in particular, they offer a good shot at some frighteningly big red drum (such as the IGFA world-record 94-pounder) in the fall.

Public access to the beaches is generally good, but in recent years the National Park Service has severely limited access in some stretches to protect 

birds — far too zealously and unnecessarily, many resident anglers believe.

All three inlets offer good access to the Atlantic, though Hatteras Inlet suffers an ongoing problem with siltation, and the responsibility for dredging 

it to keep it navigable for larger boats has become something of a political football match between federal and state authorities.
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them in particular, it proved a 
great way to start the morning.

There was no shortage of fish, 
and they didn’t seem to be wising 
up, so I suspect we could have 
boxed our limit of 60 fish for six 
anglers. But we agreed we didn’t 
need that many, and after we’d 
caught perhaps half that number 
and released as many, we figured 
it was time to go troll for wahoo.

LIGHT-LINE WAHOO

Austin put out the boat’s Penn 
International 80s and armed the 
lines with ballyhoo on Ilanders 
behind metal planers. When the 
first whack came, with line whir-
ring off the spool, Zach Sherman 
— a young man from California 

Soon he was holding a toothy 
30-pound barred speedster for 
the camera. Before the day was 
over, we boated two more, both 
caught by anglers without much 
experience, making the catches all 
the more memorable.

Later that afternoon, another 
of the Sherman tribe, Kari from 
Washington, watched with delight 
as Austin released her great 
barracuda of truly impressive 
proportions (see photo, left).

The next day went similarly, 
starting out with a dolphin melee. 
Though we would boat only a 
couple of wahoo (losing one 
more boat-side during a photo 

STARTING IN THE 
EARLY SUMMER, 
YOU’VE GOT 
BIG COBIA, RED 
DRUM, SEATROUT, 
BLUEFISH, SPANISH 
MACKEREL, 
TARPON, FLOUNDER 
AND SOME YEARS 
BIG FLORIDA 
POMPANO.

Having never 

before hooked a 

great barracuda, 

Kari Sherman 

of Anacortes, 

Washington, 

made her first 

a real monster, 

which mate 

Shane Austin let 

slide back into 

the water. Right: 

Schools of mahi 

were thick that 

day as well.
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who’d never caught a wahoo or 
anything like it — jumped into the 
fighting chair and went to work, 
with some coaching from Austin. 
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session), I persuaded Austin to 
let us use some much lighter gear 
than the 80-wides. I suspect that 
pulling wahoo rigs with 30-pound 
braided line, on a Daiwa Saltiga 
spinner and an Okuma Andros, 
was a first for the boat.

Fortunately, Austin was able 
to utilize the planers by fishing 
them from the heavier Penns 
but attaching the lighter braid to 
the heavy line and planer using a 
double snap and rubber band, as 
one might attach a main line to a 
downrigger line.

Virginian Danny Munoz 
boated the day’s first (and his 
first) wahoo on the spinning reel 
after a great stand-up fight with 
blistering runs reflecting the 
species’ famed speed.

A SURFEIT OF SPECIES

While we tangled mostly with 
mahi and wahoo, when one takes 
into account the options here to 
fish blue water, inlets, beaches and 
Pamlico Sound, the list of game 
fish available (often seasonally) is 
staggering. “Starting in the early 
summer, you’ve got big cobia, red 
drum, seatrout, bluefish, Spanish 
mackerel, tarpon, flounder and 

some years big Florida pompano,” 
says Bob Eakes, referring to the 
inshore opportunities.

Probably no one knows the 
Hatteras fishery better than 
Eakes, who owns the venerable 
Red Drum Tackle Shop in Buxton 
and has fished these waters over 
a lifetime. When considering 
offshore opportunities in the 
summer, Eakes cites yellowfin 
tuna, which show up in the 
spring. And while tuna numbers 
may taper off in June, dolphin 

and wahoo move in (as we found 
out). At the same time, fishing for 
white marlin and especially blue 
marlin heats up.

Eakes notes that 2015 offered 
“about the best wahoo fishing I’ve 
heard of.” He reports that some 
boats had 15-fish days on wahoo. A 
week or so before our visit, Chaser 
had some double-digit outings.

Bottomfish action can be “wide 
open,” says Eakes, but he cautions 
anglers to be familiar with closed 
seasons and limits for various 

OUTER BANKS SPECIES AVAILABILITY

SPECIES JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUN JUL AUG SEP OCT NOV DEC

Amberjack

Blacktip shark

Bluefish

Blue marlin

Cobia

Dolphin

Flounder

King mackerel

Red drum

Sailfish

Seatrout

Spanish mackerel

Striped bass

Tripletail

Wahoo

White marlin

Yellowfin tuna

 = excellent;  = good;  = fair; (blank) = not available

WHOLE LOTTA 

RAKIN’ GOING ON

One’s perspective often changes with 

one’s situation. For example, had I 

traveled to a destination to meet up and 

fish with a bunch of guys, my interest in 

giving up a day offshore to go clamming 

would have been minimal. However, 

raking the flats on a perfect summer 

morning with assorted family, including 

toddlers, made the experience priceless. Everyone participated and had a grand time.

Hatteras offers great opportunities for raking clams and trapping blue crabs. We were lucky to have 

Bob Eakes pick us up at the Teach’s Lair Marina and ferry us in two groups to clear flats where, in shin- 

to knee-deep water, everyone (including the half-pints) used Eakes’ rakes and buckets to easily collect 

enough clams for a feast. There are many other guides in the area who will gladly book clamming and 

crabbing trips, and as a family activity in the Outer Banks, it’s hard to beat.
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hope to see them return.
The action in Pamlico Sound 

can be sterling for the usual 
inshore species. It’s worth noting 
that a strong year class of reds 
four to five years ago has meant 
lots of fish well over the upper 
slot limit (27 inches) for great 
catch-and-release action.

Sight-casting to cobia just 
outside and inside inlets is 
increasingly popular in the late 
spring and early summer. Some 
cobes hang around throughout 
the summer, but federal waters 
in 2016 are closed for cobia 
harvest as of June 20; at press 
time, the state had yet to decide 
whether to mirror federal regs or 
allow limited harvest cobia. Best 
advice: Check before you fish.

While I would have loved the 
chance to fish for more species 
among the great variety of game 
fish available at various times to 
OBX anglers, the chance to fish 
here at all was pretty special. But 
more than that, to do so with my 
family, and to spend evenings 
together, made this fishing trip 
to the Outer Banks about as good 
as it gets. 

AS GOOD AS IT GETS

For at least a decade, schools of 
bluefin tuna came here to feed 
near shore, providing one of the 
world’s great fisheries for big — if 
not always giant — bluefin. “God, 
it was glorious,” Eakes recalls. 
The bluefin still come down in 
cold-weather months, but they’re 
not such easy targets anymore.

Ditto striped bass. In the 
’90s, Eakes says, winter catches 
seemed unlimited off the beaches, 
but no longer. Bass enthusiasts 

species. Harvesting red snapper 
(abundant here, as throughout 
the Southeast) remains off-limits 
throughout the year.

Of course, there are targets 
other than grouper and snapper 
inside of blue water. That includes 
coastal pelagics such as king 
mackerel and blackfin tuna, as 
well as reef fish such as amberjack. 
“You can usually find the blackfin 
stacked up,” says Eakes. “That’s 
some great deep jigging, and for 
some big blackfin!”

PLANNING A FAMILY VACATION AND FISHING TRIP TO HATTERAS ISLAND

GETTING THERE:

The closest major airports are at Norfolk (82 miles north of the upper 

OBX) and Raleigh-Durham (192 miles west). Best not to be in too big 

a hurry while driving down the speed-controlled Highway NC 12: 

Speed limits intermittently fall to just 25 to 30 mph, and on weekends 

(particularly Saturday), long, slow lines of cars can be the rule.

STAYING THERE:

For families, the many large rental homes that range from quaint to 

magnificent add great appeal to a vacation here. To be sure, you’ll 

find hotels and motels, but realty companies will help you find your 

own home for a week or however long. Nothing beats having a well-

equipped kitchen and outdoor grill for getting together to cook your 

fish and steam your crabs and clams in the evenings.

CONTACT: Hatteras Realty, hatterasrealty.com  

(Holly Austin: holly.austin@hatterasrealty.com)  

Check out the website to see dozens of rental homes.

FISHING THERE:

As noted in the article, your choices are many, including offshore sites, 

beaches and inlets, Pamlico Sound, and surf fishing. Somewhere in 

the neighborhood of 60 charter boats operate out of various Hatteras 

marinas (and probably 100 more out of Oregon Inlet, to the north). 

You can also find inshore guides to fish the sound and the inlets.

CONTACTS:

• Chaser Sport Fishing, chasersportfishing.net, 252-305-6721

• Capt. Jessie Anderson, countrygirlcharters.com, 252-473-5577

• Hatteras Harbor Marina, hatterasharbor.com 

(all marinas located just north of the inlet)

• Oden’s Dock, breakwaterhatteras.com

• Teach’s Lair Marina, teachslair.com

• Red Drum Tackle Shop (Buxton), reddrumtackle.com  

(also good source of referrals for inshore guides)

For more info: outerbanksfishingtoday.com

WHEN TO GO:

There are fish to be caught year-round. As is often the case in many 

coastal areas, spring and fall are hard to beat, but summer offers 

plenty of options. Cold water and cold weather present more 

limited opportunities in the winter, but it’s a lot less crowded then. 

Anyone planning a trip should be ever mindful of hurricane season 

(particularly late July into early October) because tropical weather 

systems often brush or even clobber the OBX. Insurance for any home 

rental during this time is a good idea.

OTHER ACTIVITIES:

Horseback riding: Equine Adventures (Frisco),  

equineadventures.com

Surfing/kiteboarding/windsurfing: Real Watersports (south of 

Rodanthe), realwatersports.com

FOR ADDITIONAL/GENERAL INFORMATION:

Visit the Outer Banks Visitors Bureau (outerbanks.org) for a visitors 

guide with lists of lodging, restaurants, activities and more.

What lies 

beneath: This 

3-D contour map 

offers a clear 

idea of the fish’s 

world, where 

currents sweep 

the waters 

of Hatteras 

Inlet — subject 

to change, 

particularly 

as a result of 

hurricanes.
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hobiefishing.com

The Hobie MirageDrive® opens up a new world of angling possibilities. 
Discover a new way to fish on a Hobie.
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and asked, “Why do folks want to run way the 
hell out when you’ve got this kind of action  
10 minutes from the house?”

JUST A SHORT JAUNT AWAY
The south Texas coast, most notably from 
Aransas Pass at the top, to the coastal bend, 
to Brazos Santiago at the mouth of the Lower 
Laguna Madre, has long been a haven for the 
“mosquito fleet,” a colloquialism for the swarms 
of fishermen operating small (under 22-foot) 
bay and flats boats in the area. They take advan-
tage of the unique bluewater fishery the region 
offers beginning in spring and ending with 
the first major cold front in November. Steady 
southeasterly breezes and a prevailing current 
push blue Gulf of Mexico waters very close to 
shore, often right up to the passes and into 
adjoining bays. With the clean, nutrient-rich 
waters comes a plethora of pelagic game fish, 
including false albacore (little tunny), Spanish 
and cero  mackerel, and prized kingfish.

“There are some nice kings out there starting 
in spring,” says Joe Montemayor, owner of Joe’s 
Tackle in Pharr, Texas. “You don’t have the big 
tankers that you find way offshore — those 40- to 
45-pounders — but you have plenty of solid 36- 
to 44-inch-class kings. You will land plenty over 
48 inches when the water temperature hits the 
80s in the summer. In a 22-foot bay boat, with 
three fishermen and a bunch of rods and tackle, 
a 42-inch king can be plenty big enough.”

“When the water is nice and flat (two feet or 
less), it isn’t tough to run out of Mansfield Pass 
and look around for a few kings,” says Capt. 
Chad Kinney, of Bamm Bamm Charters in Port 
Mansfield. “We can get out there in the 25-foot 
Shallow Sport X3 multihull I use for inshore. 
If fish are out there, the action is fast. We even 
get them with the same tackle we use for trout 
and redfish.”

Kayak devotees also get involved in the fun, 
often putting in right off the jetties or a nearby 
beach and paddling out the short distance 
to where Texas kings lurk. At times, kingfish 

“Don’t get too comfortable,” Garcia warned. 
“It can happen — now! Your bait, Gonzales!”

Before I could get completely settled in my 
seat, a slate missile launched out of the water 
with my mullet squarely in its teeth. It happened 
in a second flat, but I saw the big king mackerel 
bite the hapless prey in half, and my line went 
slack. With a curse, I began to reel the butchered 
bait back to the boat.

“Drop back!” Garcia said. “He’ll come back 
around for the rest.”

Just as those last words escaped Garcia’s 
mouth, my line began screaming off the 
Shimano Tranx 500HG. After several blistering 
runs, including one that threatened to dump the 
whole spool of 40-pound braid, Garcia stuck a 
gaff in a thick 51-inch king.

As we did a Texas two-step around a thrashing, 
snapping king mackerel, Garcia looked at me R

IC
H

A
R

D
 L

. 
W

A
T

S
O

N
 /

 T
E
X

A
S

C
O

A
S

T
G

E
O

L
O

G
Y

.C
O

M
, 

P
A

T
 F

O
R

D
 (

O
P

P
O

S
IT

E
 T

O
P

),
 J

A
S

O
N

 S
T

E
M

P
L

E
 (

O
P

P
O

S
IT

E
 B

O
T

T
O

M
)

Brazos Santiago Pass 

attracts kingfish just 

outside the jetty rocks in 

blue waters from spring 

to fall. 

“That is some pretty, pretty water, boys!”
Oscar Garcia backed off his panga’s 200 hp Suzuki as the mouth of Brazos Santiago opened 

between the jetties of South Padre Island and Brazos Island. The 22-foot raised-prow boat 

eased off plane to bob along at a putter on a vector parallel to the north jetties, portside. On 

Garcia’s command, Anibal Gorena and I scooped 8-inch mullet out of the baitwell, nose-hooked 

them on single-hook wire rigs, and set them over the side. As Garcia held a steady and slow 

speed, we let out line until the baits were staggered behind us at about 100 feet. Garcia eased 

along and started a portside turn around the jetty point.
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The wind’s upward velocity curve necessitates 
that “mosquiteers” plan for an early trip, usually 
from gray light to whatever time the wind and 
waves become too uncomfortable to handle.

If Kinney is going to chase kingfish for his 
clients, he’ll get to Mansfield Pass early and troll 
a few baits initially. Often he’ll work farther 
from the jetties and closer to the 1-mile buoy, 
where the water deepens.

“I’ll usually bump-troll with plugs or 
 ribbonfish,” says Kinney, “but I’m always scan-
ning for some kind of activity on the water, 
whether it’s a bird working or fleeing fish. I want 
clues to where there may be active fish and what 
they may be doing. I’ll investigate anything that 
looks out of the ordinary.”

Another favorite strategy that Kinney uses 
for mosquito-fleet kingfish is topwater fishing. 
Remarkably, he uses many of the same topwater 
plugs that he casts to inshore species, such as 
speckled trout and redfish. With great success, 
Kinney has thrown Bomber Badonk-A-Donks, 
Heddon Super Spooks, and a variety of other 
walk-the-dog plugs to kings.

“It’s pretty exciting when you see a big king 
shoot straight out of the water 10 feet high 
with your plug in its mouth,” says Kinney. A 
short wire trace, usually about 12 inches long, 
prevents bite-offs from the snapping jaws of an 
agitated king mackerel (see sidebar “Wire Knot 
a Problem,” p. 58).

If you intend to try your hand throwing 
topwaters at a mosquito king, make sure you’re 
properly equipped. Popping rods should be in the 
upper range of what you would use for redfish, 
preferably in medium to medium-heavy, and 
a high-capacity reel is a must for the long runs 
of belligerent mackerel. My typical nearshore 

will actually roam farther inside the passes 
 themselves. On the Lower Laguna Madre near 
Brazos Santiago, it’s not an uncommon situa-
tion for an angler casting to trout and redfish to 
suddenly lose control of his reel to a scorching 
kingfish before the leader parts.

DAWN PATROL

Although there can be days of flat-calm 
 conditions from dawn to dusk, most anglers 
expect southeast winds to accompany warm 
spring and summer days along the south Texas 
coast. By late morning to midafternoon, the seas 
around jetties and passes can stack up and get 
sloppy, making for tougher fishing conditions. 

KNOW  

YOUR LIMITS

The Texas Parks & 

Wildlife Department 

closely regulates the size 

and bag limits of king 

mackerel in Texas state 

waters. All anglers hoping 

to fish and retain kingfish 

must have a current and 

valid Texas state fishing 

license with a saltwater 

stamp. Each licensed 

angler is allowed to keep 

two kingfish per person 

per day, with none shorter 

than 27 inches measured 

from the top of the fork.

Above: Kingfish 

annihilate the same 

topwaters used for Texas 

redfish. Left: A more 

traditional tactic calls for 

live bait and a trace of 

wire. Both approaches  

are successful.
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topwater rod is a 7-foot Temple Fork Outfitters 
medium-heavy casting rod with fast action, 
paired with Shimano’s Calcutta 200 loaded with 
30-pound PowerPro braid. The outfit can handle 
a 1-ounce River2Sea WideGlide (my favorite 
topwater plug) and still have the backbone to 
snub most kingfish.

MEAT HUNTING

If Kinney knows that there are larger kingfish 
roaming around just beyond the jetty rocks, he’ll 

switch to the live baits that bigger fish seem to 
prefer over lures. When he starts fishing live 
stuff, he’ll break out the hardtails (blue runners) 
and live mullet. Again, the order of the day is 
bump-trolling. If there is a bit of a current or 
breeze, he might try controlled drifts.

Farther south, around Brazos Santiago, 
Garcia also uses live bait a great deal. He prefers 
to net 6- to 8-inch mullet, which he believes are 
the primary forage for jetty kings. He slow-trolls 
them around the points of the jetties and along 
the adjoining beachfront. Rather than using the 
typical multihook kingfish rig, Garcia prefers a 
single 10/0 Eagle Claw 190 offset circle hook. He 
may miss more fish than other anglers who use 
the multiple-hook rigs, but he believes that the 
benefits far outweigh the costs.

“First, I don’t miss that many fish,” says 
Garcia. “I may have an occasional fish bite a 
mullet in half, but I can drop back and give 
the kingfish a second chance. The single hook 
doesn’t tear up a fish. Finally, the last thing you 
need in a small boat is three or four treble hooks 
hanging from a fish, even one you’ve whacked a 
couple of times and gaffed. It’s a safety issue.”

Garcia adds that live mullet swim better with 
a single hook through the nose. Bridle (floss) rigs 
might work too, but the jury is still out on how to 
mitigate the fragile nature of the connection in 
the presence of sharp teeth.

Trolling tackle for nearshore kings is a tad 
lighter than the bigger stuff that is popular for 
huge smokers. Garcia uses Penn Squall 20LW 
conventional reels loaded with 25-pound Ande, 
matched to 7-foot medium-heavy Ugly Stik 
conventional rods. Kinney prefers spinning 
reels, usually a 6500 Penn Spinfisher spooled 
with 60-pound braid or 25-pound Ande mono. 
He likes the latter for the shock-absorbing 
 qualities on an initial fish surge, which mitigate 
the risk of pulling a hook. “Besides, you don’t 
want to get your finger against braid when a big 
king is making a hot run,” he says.

When larger kingfish 

hang close to passes, rig 

up baits rather than plugs. 

Mullet, small jacks (top 

right) and other baitfish 

species work well. Try 

slow-trolling near jetty 

points before heading to 

deeper water.

WIRE KNOT A PROBLEM

The technique of using topwaters for kingfish is exciting and explosive. It can also get expensive if you aren’t equipped with some sort of wire leader. 

Most stainless and coffee single-strand wire is too heavy to effectively fish topwaters, and the swivel needed to fasten it to the main line can add front 

weight and hamper the action. The most effective solution is tieable titanium wire. Numerous manufacturers, such as Malin, American Fishing Wire, 

Aquateko, TyGer and Terminator, produce their own tieable titanium-alloy leaders. The wire is soft enough to allow wire-to-line tying with a variety of 

knots (I prefer a nail or blood knot). The leader needn’t be too long; 8 to 12 inches should suffice.
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YAK PATROL

Joe Montemayor, whose tackle shop is a major 
outlet for Hobie kayaks in the Rio Grande Valley, 
says that the jetty kingfish blitz time is a favorite 
season among his kayaking clientele. In the past 
few years, his inventory and sales of specialized 
kayaking equipment have risen sharply as the 
yak population slowly joins the mosquito fleet.

“It’s still an effort to work your way out to 
the pass and find a big king,” says Montemayor. 
“Hook it, fight it to the boat with no motor, then 
gaff it or release it — all the while dodging sharks, 
other troll fishermen, and big boats heading to 
the rigs and canyons. But some of my customers 
love the challenge!”

The kayak is ideal for the slow, almost casual 
trolling style that Montemayor calls the “yak 
patrol.” Kayak fishermen troll parallel to the 
jetties, past the point, and along the surf edge 
to the third bar and back again. A big, fresh 
ribbonfish is ideal bait for this application, he 
says. However, the multihook kingfish rig can be 
particularly problematic and even dangerous in 
such intimate quarters.

“I tell a lot of my kayakers they’ll have 
equally effective results without the extra hooks 
swinging around by pulling a 1-ounce Rat-L-
Trap,” he says. “The steady pace is just perfect to 
get that lure to vibrate and rattle at the perfect 
rhythm. Then the only hooks you have to worry 
about are right in front of the fish, not swinging 

around your nose and ear.” Montemayor also 
recommends that his yak customers fish the 
venerable Russelure spoon and new LiveTarget 
1-ounce Pinfish.

If you find yourself on the lower Texas coast 
sometime between April and November and 
see sport-fishers gunning for far-off locales, 
don’t turn green with envy. Turn your skiff or 
kayak toward the nearest pass and, like a pesky 
mosquito, provoke a king. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Calixto Gonzales is a lifelong angler of the 
south Texas Gulf Coast. He is the proud owner 
of a BayQuest 200 center-console named The 
Teacher’s Pet. You can find him trolling for 
kingfish all summer long.

KINGS OF A DIFFERENT COLOR

It never hurts to have your favorite popping rod rigged with a topwater or jerkbait on 

a fluorocarbon leader ready for action. Mackerel aren’t the only kings that hold court 

during Texas’ mild months. Schools of tarpon of varying size, from acrobatic 20- and 

30-pounders to mauling brutes topping 160 pounds, are often spotted rolling in the 

passes. They can be coaxed into striking a properly presented lure or bait. A large white 

jerkbait such as a Slug-O or Saltwater Assassin is tough to beat.

On a prior trip, a member of our fishing party, “Gator Dave” Rutledge, was pulling up 

a mullet to inspect its liveliness. Before he could pull the baitfish out of the water boat-

side, the bucket mouth of a 7-foot tarpon closed around it and cherry-picked it off the 

hook in one loud gulp. No one on the boat said a word for several minutes.

Heavy casting tackle 

for speckled trout and 

redfish is also capable of 

landing kings. Make sure 

the light setup has plenty 

of backbone and braided 

line to handle the initial 

monstrous runs.
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In a world of blues, the 

shallows behind the Barrier 

Reef are turquoise; individual 

bommies in deeper cobalt 

waters harbor the large, tough 

predators anglers target.
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Nomad Sportfishing Adventures.
But believe me, it’s not fishing for the 

faint of heart. Given the size and power 
of these fish, things happen fast. Think 
nonstop adrenaline rush. That’s one 
reason the Nomad operation doesn’t 
encourage the use of fighting belts. 
“This fishing is just too tough,” says 
Olsen. “There’s no time to worry about 
getting a butt into a gimbal or cup.” 

A long throw was called for, and 
with the stiff breeze at our backs, Vince 
Ward’s 8-inch wooden popper went the 
distance, trailing 50 yards of 80-pound 
braided line. I was right behind the Las 
Vegas angler, firing out a smaller Nomad 
Madscad stickbait on 50-pound braid.

Even as my lure sailed out, I saw dark 
shadows materialize as if by magic at 
the edge of the bommie, their broken 
shapes moving under the chop. They 
were all heading the same way: right 
toward Ward’s lure.

But I knew this was not a place to 
take my eyes off the prize, so I focused 
keenly on my stickbait the moment it 
splashed down. As I started working 
back the lure with short, hard jerks, I 
heard Ward scream and glimpsed him 
pressed up against the gunwale. With 
80-pound braid and a locked-down 
drag, even a really big guy like him had 
to muster his strength to stay in the 
boat while keeping 60 or 70 pounds of 
giant trevally (GT) from muscling its 
way right back into the coral.

Even though my lure was far off, I 
could watch the drama unfold around 
it in the clear waters. Most of the large, 
ominous dark shapes that had vied to 
attack Ward’s popper now seemed to 
focus on the frantic dashes of my stick-
bait. But before one nailed it, something 
exploded underneath, and at once the 
rod was bucking in my hands.

Williams was yelling something 
about an airborne Spaniard (the 
common name Aussies use for narrow-
barred Spanish mackerel). In the past, 
I have likened these fish with the 

distinctive wavy bars on their sides to 
king mackerel on steroids.

They’re incredibly exciting game 
fish, but around the lush coral and 
transecting passes that form the Great 
Barrier Reef, narrow-barred mackerel 
are but one of many sensational fishes 
that render this one of the most exciting 
 sight fisheries on earth.

NONSTOP ADRENALINE RUSH

This sort of action is about as good as 
fishing gets. That’s because there’s no 
approach to our sport as exciting as 
seeing fish track and run down a lure 
or fly.

From a sight-fishing perspective, the 
waters explored out of Cairns by the 
mothership Odyssey have it all: 1) lots 
and lots of fish, and 2) game fish that by 
any standard are beasts, powerful and 
quick — giant trevally to 100 pounds  
and more; bright green-blue Maori 
wrasse the size of a Kawasaki Ninja; 
lightning-fast narrow-barred mack-
erel; brutal coral cod (long, fast grouper 
that prowl shallow reefs); red bass (an 
aggressive, toothy snapper); many types 
of trevallies, including goldens and 
bluefins; and many types of  groupers 
and snappers.

And the best part: All of these are 
species that will readily rush up to 
grab poppers, shallow-running stick-
baits and soft-plastic swimbaits, often 
competing to be the first to do so.

It’s very hands-on fishing (as 
opposed to trolling or drifting bait), 
points out Capt. Damon Olsen, who 
oversees Odyssey and the operation of 

“Those fusiliers are 
looking real nervous!”

called out our skipper, Declan Williams, seeing the brightly 

colored reef fish just below the surface ahead. He eased the 

25-foot Contender into position so we could cast from the bow 

to the edge of a large “bommie,” as coral heads the size of a small 

house are known in Aussie parlance.
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Above: The big prize for 

most Barrier Reef anglers 

is giant trevally. They range 

from silver to black, like 

this brute caught by George 

Large and released moments 

after this photo.

D
A

M
O

N
 O

L
S

E
N

 (
A

B
O
V

E
 R

IG
H

T
),

 D
O

U
G

 O
L
A

N
D

E
R

 (
2

)

Left: A mere baby, this 

20-pound Maori wrasse 

can grow to well over 

200 pounds, when the 

only word for it will be 

“unstoppable.” Below: 

Lightning-fast narrow-

barred Spanish mackerel 

often beat other predators 

to a popper or stickbait, 

many times in a sudden 

explosion as they launch 

skyward, lure in mouth.

AUSTRAL IA

PAPUA NEW  GU INEA

Cairns

CORAL SEA
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Doing so often makes it hard to keep up 
the all-important pressure.

As quickly as the skipper hits neutral 
near a bommie or series of reefs or 
channel edge, anglers are in position 
and begin casting. Action may come 
quickly and can happen at any moment. 
When it does, in most cases a hooked 
fish will immediately dash headlong 
back to the coral. If you consider your-
self a finesse fisherman, you’ll quickly 
find you’re in the wrong place. You 
either stop that fish right now or kiss 
it — and your lure — goodbye. It’s as 
simple as that in most cases.

Without a doubt, anglers out here get 
their butts kicked every day. Even with 
80-pound braid, some fish are just too 
big and powerful to be persuaded away 
from the reef. Often the skipper will 
back off quickly, which helps the angler, 
but even that might not be enough.

That this is not a light-tackle fishery 
ought to be pretty clear. If you want to 
actually land any fish and not lose all 
your gear on day one, 50-pound braid 
is a reasonable minimum (though often 
you’ll wish you had stronger).

Nomad Sportfishing Adventures, 
which owns and runs Odyssey, has 
outfitted the boat with top-notch tackle 
suited to the task: Starting on day one, 
the 80-foot custom cat’s ultrawide 
transom bristles with larger Shimano 
Stella spinners and Terez rods lined up 
in vertical rod holders, along with a few 
Daiwa Saltigas. Given that each outfit 
is worth in the neighborhood of $1,500, 
it’s a pretty impressive collection.

FLATS, REEFS AND PASSES
To be sure, there are reefs in many other 
Indo-Pacific areas that offer similar 
fishing. But these reefs generally lack the 
sort of fabulous opportunity to fish them 
that Nomad Sportfishing Adventures 
provides, with a very  experienced crew 
providing one captain per every three 
anglers on each open skiff or center-
console, dedicated to putting anglers on 

the water and wearing them out on fish 
all day every day.

While most of that action happens 
on reefs, we enjoyed other fisheries 

in other habitats as well on our trip 
to the Claremont Isles, on the distant 
Northern Great Barrier Reef.

Our first full day, following a brief if 

IN PURSUIT OF THE BLUE BASTARD

PERMIT, MOVE OVER for the blue bastard. Granted, permit are one of the toughest game fish to target in 

clear, shallow waters. But in the sandy shallows of northeastern Australia swims a species of grunt that grows 

to 3 feet in length. Its light blue coloration makes it hard to spot, and it’s so skittish that permit seem bold by 

comparison. Making it all the more intriguing, scientists did not identify the species until 2015 (though it does 

not yet appear at fishbase.org). We did spot a couple, but couldn’t get close enough to put a soft plastic in 

front of one. (I suspect our odds would have risen sharply if we’d had some live shrimp.)

Yes, blue bastard is the designated common name; the species’ Latin name, Plectorhinchus caeruleonothus, 

means exactly that. And trust me, these things are a bastard to catch. Next trip!
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PLANNING AN ADVENTURE ON ODYSSEY

GETTING THERE: All roads lead to Cairns, Queensland, where these trips begin. From there, an 

early-morning Daintree Air chartered flight heads north to a small outback strip at Lockhart River, 

some 500 miles north. A bus then takes anglers to the coast for a late breakfast before waiting skiffs 

ferry them out to the mothership, anchored just offshore.

WHAT TO BRING: Perhaps more appropriate is “what you can bring” — which is not much. Daintree 

Air is emphatic about a maximum 20-kilogram (44-pound) total baggage allowance. (Despite that, 

a few anglers gambled they’d be allowed a good bit more, and they were.) So beyond the clothing 

and personal necessities, including a camera and books, choose your tackle carefully. Some anglers 

had sent gear to the Nomad office in Cairns ahead of time and had it waiting on the ship, but from 

the U.S., that’s a pricey proposition.

ON BOARD: Six air-conditioned staterooms accommodate two to four anglers each, with 

two shared heads. The 80-foot aluminum catamaran Odyssey has a serious reverse-osmosis 

watermaker, so showering (and pure drinking water) is not a problem. Meals are, as one might 

expect, outstanding.

FISHING: Two or three anglers are placed on an open boat with one of the experienced captains. The 

fishing fleet consists of two 25-foot Contender center-consoles and two 18-foot McKee Craft skiffs.

COST: Well, this could be likened to inquiring about the price of a Porsche 918 Spyder: “If you 

have to ask ... .” Though the operation has many repeat clients, for many it’s a once-in-a-lifetime 

bucket-list adventure. Either way, with six days of fishing, the Claremont Isles trip is listed at $5,500 

USD (actually in line with more upscale fishing resorts), plus the flight up the coast and bus transfers 

totaling around $700.

FOR MORE INFORMATION:

• Nomad Sportfishing Adventures: nomadsportfishing.com.au

• Daintree Air Services: daintreeair.com.au

• Pullman Cairns International (hotel): pullmancairnsinternational.com

• Queensland information: queensland.com

fruitless exploration of a lower river for 
barramundi, was mostly spent fishing 
sandy shallows near the coast (versus 25 
or so miles farther out, to the main reef ).

“The Claremont area is one of the 
few places where we can do that kind 
of flats-fishing and catch queenies 
(queenfish), goldens (golden trevally), 
permit, [Pacific] tarpon and blue 
bastards (see sidebar “In Pursuit of the 
Blue Bastard”),” says Olsen. And here, 
30-pound braid on somewhat lighter 
spinning outfits is ideal.

When the tide started in, Olsen had 
one of Odyssey’s two 18-foot McKee 
Crafts positioned so we could watch 

predators moving across the flat. 
Throwing smaller Halco poppers and 
Z-Man paddletails, we seldom made 
more than a few casts without a strike, 
including from species mentioned 
above, plus GT, coral trout, bludger 
trevally, mangrove jack (an Indo-Pacific 
version of gray snapper) and more.

For sheer flat-out fun on lighter lines, 
it’s hard to beat a big queenfish. This 
most acrobatic of the jacks/ trevallies 
is a bit like an inshore mahi in its fight. 
Larger queenies are typically taken 
around coastal estuaries and bays.

Yet another alternative to fishing 
behind the Barrier Reef and bommies is 

trolling the channels that cut through 
the reef. These are very deep and 
steep, particularly on outside edges, 
and currents roar through them. That 
makes them ideal dogtooth tuna habitat. 
Trolling large deep-diving lures with 
100-pound braid can produce vicious 
strikes from these long, slender, large 
and immensely powerful tuna known 
for their big teeth.

If the Pacific isn’t too cantankerous, 
anglers can cast in from outside the reef 
to where surf is breaking against the 
hard reef edge; in this rugged habitat 
live some of the largest GT. Just be 
ready for arm-wrenching strikes.

Shallow reefs teem with various 

groupers. Coral cod like this one, 

gripped by Capt. Declan Williams, 

will often rise to the surface to 

grab a lure.
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however, because having more line out 
and a shallower angle from your rod 
helps fish find cover — at which point, 
as a rule, the show’s over until you can 
get rerigged and start casting again.

In most instances, the angler at least 
has a chance. But that’s not always the 
case. Baker recalls one calm, clear day 
when a 200-plus-pound bright green-
blue Maori wrasse came straight up 
from an opening in the top of a bommie 
long enough to inhale a large popper. 
“There was no possible chance to stop 
that,” he says — not on any tackle. 

Our last day was both the windiest 
and the best day. Odyssey had moved 
overnight down the reef to a new 
area with excellent dogtooth passes. 
Williams tried to get the Contender 
into those channels since we had yet 
to catch a big dogtooth, but standing 
waves against the ebbing tide made it 
unfishable. Instead we ran in — away 
from the reef and toward the mainland 
— for a few miles, then began bommie-
hopping. It seemed that most of our 
casts to the large, isolated coral heads, 
rising to near the surface from 30 to  
60 feet, rang the dinner bell for big, 
nasty predators of many types, which 
materialized from the coral to chase 
down our lures.

We seldom lacked for action, and 
neither Ward nor I will likely forget 
those sights and those fights. It’s 
 definitely fishing at its most exciting. 

The wind can also be a plus. When 
at an angler’s back, it helps throw lures 
long distances to the edge of bommies. 
Long casts nearly always generate more 
strikes because they cover more ground, 
but perhaps more importantly, they 
also allow your lure time “on the run” 
to attract the attention of followers. 
That distance is a double-edged sword, 

Yet another option when conditions 
permit and the current isn’t too strong 
is speed jigging. Trolling in the passes 
can also produce trophy narrow-barred 
mackerel, which I’ve seen to 75 pounds. 

And it may yield other surprises. 
While we worked an outer pass with 
Capt. Tim Baker, pulling lures through 
the big swells at 5 knots, one of the two 
Tiagras went off. My fishing partner, 
George Large of Jensen Beach, Florida, 
grabbed what we figured would be his 
first dogtooth of the trip.

But it wasn’t to be. This fish was 
heading up to the surface; dogtooth 
tuna don’t act like that. A black marlin 
had grabbed the big deep-diving plug 
and was now leaping across the water 
— right toward the reef. The thought of 
losing a big marlin against a reef edge 
made the situation all the more surreal. 
However, Large prevailed and soon we 
released the fish.

BOMMIE-HOPPING HYSTERIA

During most of our time on this trip 
the wind blew, as it often does out here. 
Fortunately, waters near the reef flats 
offer comfortable enough anchorages, 
and fishing around the reef offers water 
calm enough to be comfortable.

Surprise catch! George Large releases the 

black marlin that took his deep-diving trolling 

lure in a narrow pass through the reef.
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ON LURES AND HOOKS

I WOULDN’T CARE to come back in the next life as a lure 

fished around northeastern Australia reefs. Figure on great 

abuse by brutal jaws and a very short life span.

Fortunately, Odyssey’s onboard tackle shop has plenty of 

lures. They’re not cheap, but they are purpose-built from the 

ground up: Damon Olsen has designed a line of lures under 

the Nomad branding (nomadsfshop.com.au) that definitely catch fish out here. In fact, they work 

so well that they’re also big sellers around much of Australia, and within a year or so of this feature, 

they should be available in the United States.

Having fished the Nomad line of lures extensively on the Great Barrier Reef and elsewhere since 

then, I can attest to their effectiveness. But equally important is their durability (whether wood 

or plastic, all are through-wired and have extra-strong hardware, including metal plates in some 

designs) and the fact that they come with single hooks.

Many anglers booking on Odyssey do as we did, bringing some lures and buying others on 

board. We had great success with lures like Halco’s venerable Roosta Poppers, Sebile Splashers 

and Stick Shadds, and Shimano Orca stickbaits. But whatever lures an angler brings, it’s vital to 

swap out trebles with in-line singles. More and more hook manufacturers, such as VMC, are selling 

these hooks. Being in-line, they hang correctly from the lure’s split rings (which often warrant 

changing out to stronger versions). Nomad’s rules forbid trebles because nearly all fish are released 

unharmed; plus, with fish this powerful, unhooking them boat-side with a lure bearing six sharp 

points poses considerable risk.

Soft plastics on a lead-head jig have also become increasingly popular on these trips. They’re 

relatively inexpensive, easy to fish, and get plenty of attention from anything that sees them. 

Z-Man’s Scented Jerk ShadZ in the shade “nuked chicken glow” proved the ticket during our trip.
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Electronics: 
10 VHF Tips

Better Boating: 
Finishing School

Fish Trial: 
Invincible 42 Center Cabin

INSIDE:

SEA FOX 
206 COMMANDER

South Carolina’s Sea Fox, which started building boats 
about 20 years ago, now makes six center-consoles from 
18 to 28 feet (a 32-footer is coming soon), fi ve bay boats, 
side- and dual-console vessels, and a walkaround.

SF BOATS SPOTLIGHT



Check out Suzuki’s  
SS Series 115, 150  
and 250 HP outboards 
with exclusive matte 
black paint job.

Suzuki V6 outboards range from  
225 to 300 HP, including our DF300AP 

with drive-by-wire controls and  
Suzuki Selective Rotation. 

Most models from 40 HP  
on up are available  

in Cool White or  
Shadow Black Metallic.

Suzuki Inline-4 cylinder  
models range from  

70 to 200 HP. They’re  
compact, lightweight  

and POWERFUL.

Just in time for Spring Commissioning. See Your Participating Suzuki  
Marine Dealer To Take Advantage of These Fantastic Offers.

Suzuki’s “Gimme Six!”
Extended Protection 
Plan is worth up to 
$1690. 

Ask your dealer for 
details regarding  

cash rebates  
up to $800  

on select models.

Offers expire June 30, 2016. For complete details, talk to your participating Suzuki Marine dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com

SPRING INTO

CA$H

Suzuki offers financing 
plans on new outboard 
motors with attractive 
rates as low as 5.99%* 
(for 60 months O.A.C.) 

CashRebates apply to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki outboards made between 04/01/16 and 06/30/16. For list of designated models, see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. 
Customer and participating Dealer must fill out the appropriate rebate form at time of sale. Customer will have the choice to either apply the cash rebate against the original dealer invoice (Suzuki will credit 
Dealer parts account) or have a check sent directly to the customer. Gimme Six Extended Protection promo is applicable to new Suzuki outboard motors from 25 to 300 HP in inventory which are sold and 
delivered to buyer between 04/01/16 and 06/30/16 in accordance with the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who 
resides in the continental US or Alaska. Customer should expect to receive an acknowledgement letter and full copy of contract including terms, conditions and wallet card from Suzuki Extended Protection 
within 90 days of purchase. If an acknowledgement letter is not received in time period stated, contact Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. – Marine Marketing via email: marinepromo@suz.com. The Gimme Six 
Promotion is available for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. There are no model substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel 
these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki 
marine engines. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit worthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based 
on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ based on financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and 
fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki marine engines purchased from a participating authorized Suzuki dealer between 04/01/16 and 06/30/16.“Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names 
are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and read your owner’s manual. © 2016 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.
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SEVEN FAST OFFSHORE 
FISHING BOATS

Speed Equals More Than Just Heavyweight Horsepower

BY  CHRIS WOODWARD

WITH LARGER, MORE efficient outboard engines and ever-expanding center-console boats come some amazing fishing 
machines. Triple- and quad-powered boats have jumped the 70 mph mark, and even some twin-engine vessels top the 60-plus 
mph range with today’s biggest outboards.

To explore the topic of speed on the water, I contacted seven popular boatbuilders and asked them to describe their most 
screamin’-fast models, how they’re built, and what secrets they hold. (Boats are listed alphabetically.)

CONTENDER 39 ST w/ Triple Yamaha F350s: 72 mph

SPECS: LOA: 39 ft. 1 in. • Beam: 10 ft. 8 in. • Transom Deadrise: 24.5 deg. • Draft: 24 in. • Weight: 15,400 lb. (loaded) • Max Power: 1,400 hp • MSRP: $352,656*

Contender says its twin-stepped hull 
design and its proprietary (let’s say 
“secret”) construction techniques, 
which keep the weight down while 
increasing strength, give the 39 ST its 
best chance for speed.

“Speed has become a very important 
determining factor for customers,” says 
Les Stewart Jr., marketing director. 

“We see it becoming more and more of 
a priority.”

Stewart says customers  looking for 

Contender customers like speed. The 39 ST 
delivers at 72 mph. This fast boat also offers 
top-notch fishing amenities (right).

fast boats should consider the power-
to-weight ratio of the package. “More 
horsepower isn’t always a good thing if 
you have to add a bunch of extra weight 
to push,” he says. “Also, more motors 
don’t always mean more speed. It’s 
another lower unit in the water caus-
ing drag and another prop fighting for 
clean water.”

If you want a quad configuration, 
“make sure that your transom has the 
width to support the required engine 
centers,” Stewart advises.

F I S H I N G  M A C H I N E S +  F I S H  T R I A L S  +  B O A T  T I P S  +  E L E C T R O N I C S  +  N E W  B O A T S  +  B E T T E R  B O A T I N G

*w/ triple F350s



7 1S P O R T F I S H I N G M A G . C O M

JUNE 2016  /  VOL 31 — ISSUE 6

INVINCIBLE 39 w/ Triple Yamaha F350s: 72 mph

Sales manager Chris Gaudreau says 
Jupiter’s 18-inch flat pad on the center-
line creates lift, allowing the 34 HFS 
(pictured with triple F300s, a 65 mph 
combination) to plane at lower speeds, 
increasing fuel efficiency and creating 
a smoother ride. “The hand-laid 

solid-glass hull bottom gives you a 
solid entry into the water with no hull 
flexing, allowing for higher speeds with 
a comfortable, dry ride,” he says.

A steep transom deadrise and sharp 
entry, added to the proper hull and 
lifting-strake design, can translate to 

greater speeds, but an impressive ride 
also matters. “For anglers who have a 
longer run getting to their favorite spots, 
the speed of your boat can make the trip 
much shorter,” Gaudreau says. “With a 
higher top speed comes a higher cruise 
speed as well, which is appealing to both 
the extreme and recreational fisherman.

“Even though you might not use all 
of your available horsepower all the 
time, it’s nice to know it’s there when 
you want it.”

Invincible employs naval architect 
Michael Peters’ stepped-V ventilated 
tunnel-hull design, which enhances 
speed while increasing efficiency. But 
speed is not the only important factor 
for Invincible customers.

“With our clients, speed is impor-
tant but not paramount,” says director 
of sales and marketing Bill Cordes. “The 
performance-oriented hull design does 
attract plenty of folks looking for speed, 

but just as many, if not more, look for the 
increased efficiency and range.”

All the horsepower in the world 
can’t speed up a poorly designed hull 
with too much drag. “The balance of 

the boat, along with materials used in 
construction to ensure strength, stiff-
ness and light weight, also play a big 
part in getting the most out of a hull 
design,” says Cordes.

JUPITER 34 HFS w/ Triple Yamaha F350s: 71 mph

The 39’s 11-foot beam adds stability and 
fishability to this speedster. Range and fuel 
efficiency also rank high with buyers.

SPECS: LOA: 39 ft. 2 in. • Beam: 11 ft. • Transom Deadrise: 24.5 deg. • Draft: N/A

Dry Weight: 12,000 lb. • Max Power: 1,400 hp • MSRP: $342,000 (w/ triple F350s)

SPECS: LOA: 33 ft. 9 in. • Beam: 10 ft. 5 in. • Transom Deadrise: 24 deg. • Draft: 24 in.

Dry Weight: 9,880 lb. • Max Power: 1,050 hp • MSRP: $329,700 (w/ triple F350s)

Jupiter uses a pad on the centerline aft to 
add lift to the 34’s hull so it planes at lower 
speeds. Comfort matters too (above).
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REGULATOR 34 w/ Triple Yamaha F300s: 62 mph

drops out of commission.
“Regardless of the speed or 

 horsepower of a boat, there are 
days when conditions change and 
you’re going to have to slug it home 

SCOUT 320 LXF w/ Twin Yamaha F350s: 67 mph

“Anyone can build a boat that can 
reach 60 mph,” says naval architect 
Lou Codega, Regulator hull designer. 
“What is far more important is 
building a boat that can reach high 
speeds and be controllable, smooth-
riding, predictable and sure-handling 
enough to safely take advantage of the 
potential speed.”

Speed can also cause great stress 
on a hull, so structural integrity is very 
important, Codega adds. He says that 
speed “is far more complex than just 
strapping more power onto the back of 
a mediocre boat.”

Customers who buy 30-plus-foot 
center-consoles with triple outboards 
expect speed, says Owen Maxwell, 
Regulator vice president of product 
development. A fast boat usually allows 
for a more economical cruise and offers 
the option of outrunning bad weather 
or even planing on two engines if one 

at 20 knots,” Maxwell says. “This is 
 something that should be considered in 
the bottom design. Regulator utilizes a 
hull form that will get you home at 20 
knots safely and efficiently.”

SPECS: LOA: 33 ft. 10 in. • Beam: 10 ft. 11 in. • Transom Deadrise: 24 deg. • Draft: 27 in.

Dry Weight: 11,315 lb. • Max Power: 900 hp • MSRP: $343,395*

For most Scout buyers, speed is not that 
important, says national sales manager 
Alan Lang. “However, having a strong 
power option mounted on the boat 
does several things,” he says. “It allows 

the captain to reach high speeds when 
necessary, it allows for a faster cruise, 
and it’s less stressful on the engines in 
most applications.”

Lang says Scout’s Nu-V3 hull design 

generates speed, responsiveness and 
stability as well as better fuel economy. 
Nu-V3 uses three increasing deadrise 
angles from the keel toward the chines.

Building upon that shape, Scout then 
factors in the weight of the engines, the 
recommended prop and other vessel 
dynamics. “While most larger engine 
packages will deliver higher top-end 
speeds, they aren’t always as quick out 
of the hole. Most of this is due to the 
power-to-weight ratio,” Lang says.

SPECS: LOA: 32 ft. • Beam: 9 ft. 10 in. • Transom Deadrise: 23 deg. • Draft: 22 in.

Dry Weight: 7,100 lb. (w/o engines) • Max Power: 700 hp • MSRP: $258,157 (w/ twin F300s)

While top speed might not matter so much 
to Scout buyers, it does come in handy when 
needed, and it translates to a faster cruise.

*2016 pricing w/ triple F300s and Helm Master

F I S H I N G  M A C H I N E S +  F I S H  T R I A L S  +  B O A T  T I P S  +  E L E C T R O N I C S  +  N E W  B O A T S  +  B E T T E R  B O A T I N G
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Verados (pictured) moves anglers to 
hot spots in quick fashion at 68 mph. 
But the disparity between 1,881 hp with 
the Seven Marine engines and 1,200 hp 
with the Verados definitely shows.

“There is a correlation between 
weight [and] horsepower, but all 

While most anglers appear interested 
in fuel economy and cruise speed, 
those driven by serious tournament 
competition desire a fast boat. The 
Yellowfin 39 with triple Seven Marine 
627 hp outboards fits the bill.

The 39 hull with quad 300 Mercury 

hulls have a theoretical hull speed,” 
says Yellowfin founder Wylie Nagler. 
“Sometimes just throwing more horse-
power at the boat won’t necessarily 
show the gains one might expect. [By] 
changing the hull design and adding 
horsepower, sometimes you can see 
significant gains.”

Nagler says designers must also 
 consider handling characteristics. “You 
can lighten something up, but you may 
lose the handling and still not achieve 
better top-end speed,” he says. 

YELLOWFIN 39 w/ Triple Seven Marine 627s: 79.8 mph

SPECS: LOA: 39 ft. 8 in. • Beam: 11 ft. 6 in. • Transom Deadrise: 22 deg. • Draft: N/A

Dry Weight: 13,000 lb. • Max Power: 1,900 hp • MSRP: $571,611 (w/ triple 627s)

SEAVEE 340Z w/ Triple 350 Mercury Verados: 70 mph

SPECS: LOA: 34 ft. 9 in. • Beam: 10 ft. • Transom Deadrise: 23 deg. • Draft: 20 in. • Dry Weight: 

7,950 lb. (w/o engines) • Max Power: 1,200 hp • MSRP: $237,850 (base price w/ triple 350 Verados)

SeaVee’s patented stepped-hull design 
helps greatly reduce drag and increase 
lift by allowing the hull to run at an 
optimal trim angle over a broad range of 
speeds — a huge advantage to start, says 
marketing director John Caballero.

“We have to pair that with all the 
other characteristics that help speed, 
like high-performance laminate 
design, which for us includes a cored 
hull bottom,” he says. “We save weight 
where we can while being very care-
ful to deliver the rugged durability, 
stiffness and strength our customers 
desire and demand.”

Water pressure and air pressure 
increase as a boat moves faster, which 
requires greater and greater power 
to increase thrust. Vessel weight also 
comes into play, because the heavier 
the boat, the greater the area that is 
wetted or projected. Reduce the area by 

half, and you reduce the drag by half.
“A fish boat that’s both fast and 

highly functional is a complex and 

integrated machine, with multiple 
design factors that all compete against 
each other,” says Caballero.

Tournament anglers demand their boats 
offer speed, performance and tons of fishing 
features — all Yellowfin hallmarks.
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BOATS

F I S H I N G  M A C H I N E S  + F I S H  T R I A L S +  B O A T  T I P S  +  E L E C T R O N I C S  +  N E W  B O A T S  +  B E T T E R  B O A T I N G

I
A mini galley aft features a microwave and 

refrigerator set amid wood-veneer cabinetry. A 
 stainless-steel sink with a fresh-water faucet and 
a Corian countertop lets you prep food and drinks 
with ease. Invincible installed a SeaDek closed-
cell EVA foam nonskid sole in the cabin of my 
tester to cushion the feet and provide traction.

A door swings through the galley space and 
into the main salon to access the head, then seals 
off the combined galley-head area for privacy 
and a bit of extra elbowroom. The door swings 

I brimmed with anticipation as Sport Fishing group publisher Scott Salyers and I stepped aboard 
Invincible’s latest creation, the 42 Center Cabin, at the Sea Isle Marina in Miami. There to greet us 
were Bill Cordes, Invincible’s director of sales and marketing; Capt. Chip Sheehan; and first mate 
Eddie Skiko.

Our plan on this mid-April morning: target sailfish at the edge of the Gulf Stream — a mission for 
which this boat was designed to excel. Yet there’s more to the 42 Center Cabin than just fishing.

For starters, a spacious living area inside the 
center console grabbed my attention.

Accessible via a bifold acrylic door on the 
port side, the step-down cabin interior fea-
tures more than 6 feet of headroom. I found a 
comfy 7-by-4-foot berth forward. A 17-inch TV 
lets you watch SportsCenter as you relax in a 
protected anchorage or spend the night in the 
marina before a big trip, and a pair of overhead 
hatches usher in fresh air and illuminate the 
cabin during the day.

Powered by three 
Yamaha F350 outboards, 
the 42 Center Cabin’s 
Michael Peters-designed 
twin-stepped hull 
achieved a top speed of 
more than 69 mph. 

INVINCIBLE 42 

CENTER CABIN
Serious Fishing Features Sit in the Lap of Luxury

BY  J IM HENDRICKS
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back to conceal the head compartment 
when it’s not in use.

TOPSIDE COMFORT
Luxury touches continue topside on 
the forward console. Here I found a 
hypnotically comfortable 52-by-51-
inch two-person lounger with an angled 
backrest and fold-down armrests. 
Under the forward portion of the 
lounger is a cooler, where we stowed 
our sandwiches for the day.

In the bow, twin elevated pods offer 
additional seating when fitted with 
snap-on seat pads. A forward filler cush-
ion turns the pods into wraparound 
bow seating. Remove the pads, and the 
pods offer extra height while you fight 
a fish or man the anchor. Under each lie 
cavernous dry-storage lockers.

Before heading out to fish offshore, 
we stopped to pick up goggle-eyes and 
threadfin herring to fill the 53-gallon 
covered well in the center of the tran-
som and the 64-gallon tank below the 
sole of the aft cockpit.

As Salyers tidied the deck with the 
raw-water washdown (there’s also a 

freshwater washdown) after baiting up, 
Sheehan and Skiko placed electric kite 
reels in gunwale rod holders on each 
side of the cockpit, plugging them into 
receptacles installed just under the 
padded coaming bolsters. Gunwale rod 
holders in each stern quarter are ideally 
positioned to accept trident-style rod 
holders for kite-fishing.

The transom design of the 42 also 
lends itself well to kite-fishing. Alcoves 
in each stern quarter let you comfort-
ably brace yourself while keeping an 
eye on baits and working lines to keep 
the liveys in the strike zone.

When you’re moving between 
 fishing spots, fold-out jump seats in the 
alcoves offer rest. These also give guests 
a place to sit down and relax when 
you’re cruising or entertaining.

My test boat came equipped with a 
covered tackle-rigging station abaft 
the helm seats. On the underside of 
the cover, I found racks for leader line, 
pliers, knives and other tools. The sta-
tion features a sink with both fresh and 
raw water and a cutting board. Below 
is a chest of drawers for stowing tackle 
and other equipment. At the base, a 
105-quart Frigid Rigid (where we iced 
our drinks) slides out on tracks for easy 

access and to serve as a seat when fitted 
with a snap-on pad.

STEPPIN’ UP
As Cordes throttled up the triple 
Yamaha F350 outboards, the Michael 
Peters-designed twin-stepped running 
surface levitated and accelerated simul-
taneously. The stepped hull handled 
marvelously, carving high-speed turns 
with predictable stability. Strong winds 
from the previous day had left behind 
a northerly lump, but the hull rode 
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PERFORMANCE

POWER ................. Triple Yamaha F350 outboards
LOAD ................................. 400 gal. fuel, four crew
TOP SPEED .........................69.3 mph @ 6,000 rpm
TIME TO 30 MPH ....................................... 7.5 sec.
BEST MPG ................ 1.09 @ 35.6 mph (3,500 rpm)

HULL

LOA ......................................................... 42 ft. 9 in.
BEAM ...................................................... 11 ft. 7 in.
DEADRISE ................................................... 22 deg.
DRY WEIGHT ............................ Approx. 14,000 lb.  

(with three engines)
DRAFT ........................................................2 ft. 4 in.
FUEL ............................................................565 gal.
MAX POWER ............................................ 1,600 hp

BASE MSRP ... $470,000 (w/ triple Yamaha F350s)

INVINCIBLE BOAT CO.

Opa-Locka, Florida
305-685-2794
invincibleboats.com
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Three-across adjustable Llebroc helm seats 
with flip-up bolsters and fold-down armrests 
provide superb comfort while underway.

The covered transom livewell offers a 
53-gallon capacity. A livewell under the aft 
cockpit sole adds another 64 gallons.
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softly atop the two- to three-foot seas. 
Invincible boats feature a molded grid 
stringer system wherein bulkheads and 
stringers become one inseparable unit. 
The deck and liner are bonded using 
methacrylate adhesive, which trans-
lates into a hull that traverses the waves 
with nary a creak nor rattle.

Supportive three-across Llebroc 
helm seats, each featuring a flip-up 
bolster and fold-down armrests, added 
to the comfort level. A footrest is inte-
grated into the base of the console, and 
there are even angled recesses to the 
sides of the console that let you prop 
up a foot. A coaming bolster at knee 
level cushions your legs while you 
stand at the helm.

A three-sided polycarbonate wind-
shield extends from the console to the 
hardtop to protect the helm deck while 
underway. A fiddle at the aft edge of the 
expansive console top allowed every-
one to conveniently stash items such as 
cellphones and sunglasses.

Cordes used the twin Garmin 
15-inch displays set into the 51-inch-
wide helm panel to find the best 
depth — about 120 feet — along the 
undulating, ever-changing edge of  
the Gulf Stream. As he pulled back the 

throttles, a free-jumping sailfish about 
300 yards away confirmed that we had 
found the zone.

STABLE AND ABLE
The 11-foot-7-inch beam of the 42 
offered a super-stable platform while 
we deployed and worked the kite lines. 
While waiting for a bite, I nosed around 
and found five voluminous in-sole fish 
lockers: one under the bow deck, one 
flanking each side of the console, and a 
pair in the aft cockpit.

A big anchor locker in the bow 
 features a horizontal windlass and an 
in-stem anchor roller. A pair of pull-up 
cleats at the bow can secure an anchor 
line or, as in our case, a sea anchor for 
kite-fishing.

On the port side, an outward- 
opening dive door with a built-in 
fold-out boarding ladder lends itself 
well to those days when the family 
wants to snorkel or just go swimming. 
It can also prove handy for hauling 
aboard a big swordfish or tuna.

Unfortunately, the sailfish got 
finicky on the day of our Fish Trial, 
despite a very capable team. We did 
have a quick bite-off, and Capt. Sheehan 
guessed that it was a wahoo. Salyers 
helped us avoid a complete skunk when 
he hooked and landed a big bonito while 
free-lining a threadfin herring.

BY THE NUMBERS
With our time on the water coming to 
an end, we headed in to see how the 
new 42 Center Cabin would perform 
in protected waters. Turning Mercury 
Marine Revolution 4 23-inch-pitch 
four-blade stainless-steel propellers, 
the triple Yamaha F350s vaulted the 
Invincible to 30 mph in 7.5 seconds, 
reaching a top speed of 69.3 mph 
at 6,000 rpm, where the engines 
consumed 101.3 gph for 0.68 mpg.

Optimum fuel efficiency occurred 
at 35.6 mph and 3,500 rpm, where the 
Verado 350s burned 32.8 gph, achieving 
1.09 mpg. That translated to a range of 
more than 600 miles based on the boat’s 
maximum 565- gallon fuel capacity.

With this 42, Invincible has 
achieved a splendid balance between 
serious angling and luxury afloat. 
This is a boat that ardent fishermen 
will covet for its performance, smooth 
ride and built-in features. Yet it’s also 
a model that invites those who love 
to cruise, sleep aboard and enjoy the 
water, whether the goal is catching fish 
or just relaxing. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
about boats, electronics and accessories,  
visit VSRUWƓVKLQJPDJ���FRP�QHZ�ERDWV.
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Above: Seating pods in the bow also serve 
as elevated platforms while fishing or 
manning the anchor. Right: The cabin in the 
center console features a 7-foot-4-inch berth 
and more than 6 feet of headroom. 



EXPLORE

THE WATER LIKE

NEVER BEFORE

THE FLIR OCEAN SCOUT TK MARINE THERMAL CAMERA 

REVEALS THE HEAT OF VESSELS, BUOYS, OBSTACLES, 

AND PEOPLE IN THE WATER, DAY OR NIGHT. AND AT A 

BREAKTHROUGH PRICE OF $599, OCEAN SCOUT TK IS THE 

LIGHTEST, MOST AFFORDABLE MARINE THERMAL IMAGER 

YOU CAN HAVE READY ON BOARD.

LEARN MORE AT FLIR.COM/MARINE
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M
members — Glenn’s teenage son Daniel, Bonnier 
publisher John McEver, and his teenage son 
Porter — enjoying the warmth from the onboard 
air conditioning/heating system before we cast 
off. All three relaxed on the V-shaped forward 
lounge, which quickly converts into a berth 
with cushion inserts for overnighting. A skylight 
ushers in natural light, and there’s a 28-inch 
flat-screen television for entertainment.

A galley on the port side with a fridge and 
microwave serves as a handy place to prepare 
meals. A standard 8 kW diesel generator powers 

Morning air temperatures hovered near 50 degrees F as I stepped into the expansive cockpit of the 
new Pursuit S 408 Sport at Harbortown Marina in Fort Pierce, Florida, and greeted David Glenn, 
marketing director for S2 Yachts, parent firm of Pursuit Boats.

“It’s a bit chilly,” I said, pointing out the obvious.
“A little breezy too,” Glenn responded. “But that’s OK. We have the right boat to get the job done. 

Let’s go fishing.”

Indeed, the S 408 ranks as one of the best 
center-consoles you could choose for fishing 
offshore on a blustery day in late February. The 
big, brawny 42-footer abounds with angling and 
family features that make it both an effective 
and comfortable fishing machine.

Take for example the spacious and  exquisitely 
appointed step-down cabin within the console, 
accessible via an acrylic pocket door on the port 
side of the helm deck. The cabin is the height and 
width you might expect on an express cruiser.

This is where I found our three other crew 

Pursuit’s new S 408 
Sport features a deep-V 
hull that slices smoothly 
through rough seas. 
With three Yamaha F350 
outboards, it reached a 
top speed of 51.4 mph. C
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PURSUIT S 408 SPORT
A Big Center-Console That Takes Comfort to New Heights

BY  J IM HENDRICKS
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appliances when you’re away from shore 
power. The enclosed head to starboard 
features a VacuFlush porcelain marine 
toilet, a sink with fresh-water faucet, a 
Corian countertop and a shower.

PROTECTED HELM
I returned to the bridge deck to join 
Glenn as we left the dock and wound 
our way toward the Fort Pierce Inlet. 
The helm area is so wide that I had 
to keep reminding myself this was a 
center-console. The 13-foot beam on 
the S 408 allowed the designers to 
build a wide console while also offering 
plenty of walk-around deck space on 
each side. This boat featured a joystick 
for a standard bow thruster for docking 
in tight quarters. You can also get the 
optional Yamaha Helm Master system 
with joystick low-speed steering 
control for Yamaha outboards.

As a north wind whipped across the 
water, I appreciated the laminated-
glass windshield that integrates almost 
seamlessly with the hardtop to com-
pletely shield the helm. An electric 
vent at the top lets in a cooling breeze 
on sultry days. A row of three helm 
seats — each with lumbar supports, flip-
up bolsters and fold-down  armrests 
— made for superb comfort. Two tiers 
of footrests at the base of the console 
let you brace yourself in choppy seas. 
For extra height while standing, the 
footrest panel folds down to become 

a nonskid deck that adds 6 inches of 
elevation. Atop the console is a handy 
glove box with a USB charging port  
for cellphones.

BAIT RUN
As we cleared the no-wake zone, Glenn 
advanced the digital throttles for the 
triple Yamaha F350 outboards that 
powered this tester and used the twin 
Garmin GPSMAP 7616 multifunction 
displays to navigate toward our first 
stop, a bell buoy outside the inlet, to 
catch bait.

Waves ran about three feet at tight 
intervals, but the deck remained rela-
tively stable. The diamond nonskid sole 
offered great traction as the two teen-
agers jigged sabiki rigs for bait while 
Glenn manned the wheel.

Beautiful 6-inch blue runners bit 
almost immediately, and I stepped aft 
to unhook them. Teamwork allowed 
us to quickly fill the 44-gallon transom 
livewell in the starboard quarter. Once 
we were done, I closed the self- latching 
lid, which features an acrylic window 

to monitor the liveys. In the center 
of the covered transom is a 47-gallon 
locker with refrigerator/freezer coils 
for frozen bait or other cold goods. 
Two 61-gallon fish lockers flank the aft 
deck. The starboard box also has fridge/
freezer coils. The transom features a 
sink with fresh water, an electric grill 
and a Corian cutting board. A transom 
door in the port quarter leads to the 
stern platform, which extends well aft 
on each side of the motors in a design 
unique to Pursuit. A boarding ladder 
telescopes from the port platform.

Before we left the area, Glenn 
 suggested we slow-troll one of the run-
ners on a wire leader to see if any king 
mackerel were feeding nearby. Shutting 
down all but one outboard, he ran 
the engine at idle, which resulted in a 
 trolling speed of about 2 mph.

PERFORMANCE 

POWER ................. Triple Yamaha F350 outboards
LOAD .................................. 300 gal. fuel, five crew
TOP SPEED .........................51.4 mph @ 6,000 rpm
TIME TO 30 MPH .......................................... 8 sec.
BEST MPG ................ 0.84 @ 32.7 mph (4,000 rpm)

HULL

LOA ....................................................... 42 ft. 10 in.
BEAM ...............................................................13 ft.
DEADRISE ................................................... 20 deg.
DRY WEIGHT ............................ Approx. 19,000 lb.
DRAFT ..................................................... 2 ft. 11 in.
FUEL ............................................................370 gal.
MAX POWER ............................................ 1,050 hp

Base MSRP .... $643,940 (w/ triple Yamaha F350s)

PURSUIT BOATS

Fort Pierce, Florida
800-947-8778
pursuitboats.com
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Clockwise from top: The S 408 has a cabin 
worthy of an express cruiser. An aft-facing 
mezzanine seat lets you monitor trolling 
lines in comfort. Wraparound seating turns 
the bow into a social center. Three-across 
helm chairs offer outstanding support.
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Porter manned the rod, and within 
a couple of minutes, a big fish grabbed 
the bait. He put the reel in gear and the 
line came taut. The S 408 deck layout let 
Porter follow the fish around the boat, 
and coaming pads encircling the interior 
cushioned his legs in the rolling seas.

Porter’s quarry turned out to be a 
big barracuda. Glenn swung open the 
beefy, inward-opening boarding door 
on the starboard side to wire the fish 
and remove the hook. We snapped a few 
photos and released the toothy critter.

WAVE TAMER

Glenn put the S 408 on a course for the 
waters outside Bethel Shoals, about 10 
miles off Vero Beach, where he hoped to 
find mahimahi or sailfish. Waves built 
to four feet at four-second intervals 
farther offshore, but Glenn dialed in 
the Lenco trim tabs and outboard trim 
to keep the big V-hull knifing through 

the waves at 4,000 rpm and around 
30 mph. The ride felt solid. Pursuit 
ensures durability with its reinforced, 
infused one-piece stringer grid and 

patent-pending transom reinforce-
ment grid, as well as a mechanically 
fastened hull-to-deck joint.

On the way out, I perched on the 
ultrawide aft-facing mezzanine bench 
seat and found it remarkably comfort-
able. I especially liked the teak footrest. 
It’s also great for watching the troll-
ing lines. To escape the sun, extend the 
electrically operated SureShade from 
the aft edge of the hardtop.

Once we reached the fishing area, 
Daniel deployed the optional Rupp 
Revolution outriggers from under the 
hardtop while McEver took the wheel. 
Glenn and I pinned on baits to slow-troll 
from the outriggers and two flat lines. 
While we waited for a bite, I walked 
forward to check out the bow  seating, 
using the recessed stainless-steel bow 
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Porter McEver circled the entire deck of 
the Pursuit S 408 Sport while battling a big 
barracuda on light tackle.
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seconds and achieved a top speed 
of 51.4 mph at 6,000 rpm, where the 
three engines burned 101 gph for  
0.51 mpg in the sheltered bay waters 
off Fort Pierce.

The most efficient cruising speed 
came at 4,000 rpm and 32.7 mph. Here 
the triple F350s burned 39.1 gph for 
0.84 mpg, which translates to a cruising 
range of more than 300 miles.

With the S 408 Sport, Pursuit has 
created a boat that weaves the fishing 
prowess and versatility of a supersize 
center-console with the comfort and 
overnighting amenities of an express 
cruiser. No matter how you view it, 
this bold new model from Pursuit 
offers a winning  combination. 

also convert each side into a lounger 
thanks to the tilt-and-lock angled back-
rests. You can also remove the filler 
cushion in the middle of the forward 
seating for clear passage to the bow and 
a  cavernous anchor locker.

PROOF OF

PERFORMANCE
Alas, after three hours of trolling, our 
time offshore came to an end without 
another bite, so we secured the deck. 
I took a spell at the helm, putting the 
S 408 Sport on a course back to the 
Intracoastal Waterway inside Fort 
Pierce Inlet. The boat handled marvel-
ously as we quartered down-sea at 
speeds in the high 40s.

Turning Yamaha XL 17-inch-pitch 
stainless-steel three-blade propellers, 
the triple Yamaha 350 hp outboards 
vaulted the S 408 to 30 mph in eight 

rails for an extra measure of  security. I 
found an inviting three-person lounge 
with individually sculpted back-
rests and fold-down armrests on the 
forward console. U-shaped seating 
wraps around the bow, but you can 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
about boats, electronics and accessories,  
visit VSRUWƓVKLQJPDJ���FRP�QHZ�ERDWV.
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C O M P E T I T I O N  L E V E L  H O O K S

A 44-gallon livewell in the starboard quarter 
features a cover with a window for quickly 
checking on the status of your baits.
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get sore when standing at the helm, one of SeaDek’s new Dual-Density 

wet or dry. Testing by SeaDek indicates that the mat is 50 percent softer than SeaDek’s original 

— JH

WELL PRESSURIZED
MOST NEW FISHING BOATS feature pressurized livewells to minimize 

sloshing that can jostle and injure delicate baits. Many older boats have 

conventional wells, but you can pressurize them. Cut a plate of King 

6WDU%RDUG�RU�FOHDU�DFU\OLF�WR�Ɠ�W�XQGHU�WKH�OLS�RI�WKH�ZHOO�RSHQLQJ��$WWDFK�D�

padeye on top of the plate and loop a bungee cord through it, securing 

the two ends to a piece of wood that will extend across the top of the well. 

Add four small circular pieces of wood or King StarBoard in the corners to 

center it. Use weather seal around the edges to keep the well watertight. 

Insert the plate and twist the piece of wood to tighten the bungee. Now 

RACK ’EM UP
YOU MIGHT NOT READ MAGAZINES like Sport Fishing 

on your boat, but a magazine rack in the cabin or inside 

the console can still come in handy for stowing items 

VXFK�DV�WLGH�ORJV��Ɠ�VKLQJ�UHJXODWLRQV��UHIHUHQFH�ERRNV��

owner’s manuals, small charts and legal documents such 

as your boat registration. I mounted a SeaTeak maga-

zine rack (about $60) on a bulkhead in the cabin and 

use it all the time. I even use the rack to stash items like 

Ŵ�DVKOLJKWV��VXQJODVV�FDVHV�DQG�WXEHV�RI�VXQVFUHHQ��<RX�

might even keep a few copies of Sport Fishing there for 

 entertainment and enlightenment. — JH
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The new Dual-Density Helm 
 Station Pad from SeaDek is avail-
able in two sizes — 14 by 36 inches 
DQG����E\����LQFKHV�ŋ�WR�Ɠ�W�PRVW�
helm decks. It’s 50 percent softer 
than previous SeaDek helm pads.

SLINGER
WHETHER YOU CHUM

with live baits or chunks, 

throwing chum with your 

arm alone can get mighty 

tiring and even strain 

muscles and joints as 

you strive to maintain a 

slick. A homemade chum 

slinger can save your arm 

IRU�FDWFKLQJ�Ɠ�VK��$�VLPSOH�

slinger consists of a 

two-liter soda bottle with 

the bottom cut off at a 

slight angle (leave on the 

bottle cap). I also like 

the two-quart bottles 

used for  Coffee-mate 

Creamer. Load the open 

end with chum and use 

the bottle neck as a 

KDQGOH�ZKLOH�Ŵ�LQJLQJ�

bait. To achieve greater 

distance, use an oversize 

plastic toy baseball bat. 

Cut off the big end (at a 

slight angle), load it up, 

and you’ll sail the chum 

like a big-league slugger.
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BY CHRIS WOODWARD

For instance, at this writing, no 
agency requires VHF radio carriage 
or installation, yet communication 
should be a boater’s first line of defense. 
Cellphones offer extremely limited 
protection near shore, and they can-
not readily transmit a boat’s position. 
Properly installed, VHFs with digital 
selective calling (DSC) can alert emer-
gency help and nearby boaters at the 
touch of just one button.

PROPER PROCEDURES
The most recent statistics I can find 
from the U.S. Coast Guard show that 
90 percent of VHF DSC distress calls 
do not contain position information; 
60 percent do not contain a registered 
identity. If the VHF is not linked to 
the GPS (or if the radio does not come 
with internal GPS), it cannot transmit 
your location, and thus the easy-peasy 
 one-button safety system falls apart.

Likewise, if you don’t obtain a 
required Maritime Mobile Service 
Identity number and enter it into your 
VHF, rescuers know nothing about your 
vessel or your emergency contacts.

To keep you and your passengers 
safe and help you fully employ this pri-
mary safety technology, here are 10 tips 

set by the FCC. However, there can be 
some manufacturer-specific features or 
integration that you can take advantage 
of if your VHF is the same brand as your 
multifunction display.”

[2] PRO OR DIY
Many boaters feel comfortable 
installing a VHF themselves. However, 
if you have any doubts, contact an 
NMEA Master Dealer (nmea.org). 
The NMEA also offers a free DIY VHF 
installation brochure that can walk 
you through the basics of installing and 
checking your radio.

[3] POWER SUPPLY
When it transmits, your VHF radio 
likely draws the most power of all your 
marine electronics. A radio that appears 
to be working great when listening can 
fail to transmit properly if it is starved 
for power, McGowan says. Make sure to 
follow all the manufacturer’s directions 
when making power connections to the 
radio. If you must run a longer power 

SAFETY FIRST!
1 0  T I P S  F O R  P R O P E R  V H F 

I N STA L L AT I O N  A N D  CO N N E CT I O N

and considerations from the National 
Marine Electronics Association, ICOM 
America and Raymarine for buying and 
 installing a VHF radio.

[1] PURCHASING CHOICES
“When shopping for a radio, remember 
that the essential calling and safety 
features of every VHF are the same, 
regardless of the manufacturer,” says 
Jim McGowan, marketing director 
for Raymarine. “Every radio sold in 
the USA needs to meet guidelines for 
power, performance and features as 

WHEN TRAGEDIES HAPPEN on the water, the outpouring of raw pain and 
sorrow reminds boating anglers that anyone can fall victim to an unforgiving sea. 
At those times, safety gear and procedures become more than just afterthoughts 
and  burdensome expenses.

Florida has enacted a law, effective July 1, reducing vessel-registration fees for 
boats equipped with EPIRBs or PLBs, and most states now require children to wear 
life jackets. But adult Americans remain free to make choices that affect not only 
themselves but also their families as well as emergency response teams.

A VHF radio can become a lifeline in an 
emergency, particularly for offshore anglers. Be 
sure to connect your VHF to a GPS source and 
obtain and program a mobile identity number. J
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Available in single and two-speed designs, Metaloid breaks 

down the barriers between anglers and powerful, machined 

aluminum reels. In sizes 5-Narrow, 5 and 12, and delivering 

up to 34-poounds of available drag, Metaloid puts trophy-

sized power in the palm of your hand. 

OKUMA METALOID LEVER DRAG REELS

PLVNBĨTIJOH�DPN
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coaxial cable. It should be corrosion-
free and securely screwed into the VHF 
radio’s antenna port.

[7] GPS ON
To ensure DSC capability, make sure 
your radio has a GPS connection. A few 
higher-end VHF radios, such as the 
ICOM M424G, feature a built-in GPS 
receiver; others must be connected 
to your chart plotter’s GPS using an 
NMEA 2000 or NMEA 0183 network.

The NMEA DIY brochure diagrams 
a simple two-wire connection from 
the radio to the chart plotter/GPS, 
along with an alternative one-step 
connection to an NMEA 2000 net-
work backbone. Wire colors do vary 
by manufacturer, so check your radio’s 
installation guide in conjunction with 
the plotter/GPS manual.

cable, make sure you use proper-gauge 
wire for the distance, and use fuses or 
breakers with the appropriate rating.

The NMEA suggests using a 
 voltmeter to measure the DC supply 
voltage at the VHF while transmitting 
on high power. Voltage should not drop 
below 12.6 volts.

[4] CONNECT IT
The NMEA’s DIY brochure  highlights 
three key elements of a proper VHF 
installation: antenna placement; 
antenna cabling, connectors and 
routing; and the radio’s DC power 
requirements. Improper antenna-
connector and cable installation 
degrades VHF performance and can 
possibly damage the radio.

[5] IN POSITION
When installing your radio, consider 
how easy or difficult it will be to see and 
access the controls and screen. Think 
about the drape of the VHF handset 
cable and whether it will interfere with 
or block your view of other systems.

Many VHF manufacturers offer 
installation kits that allow you to 
remotely connect the handset to the 
 transceiver unit.

[6] ANTENNA TIPS
A VHF radio is only as good as the 
antenna it’s connected to, McGowan 
says. A 25-watt fixed-mount VHF radio 
transmits up to 20 miles when the 
antenna is working well and mounted 
as high as possible.

When replacing an older VHF, pay 
close attention to the antenna’s condi-
tion. On fiberglass antennas, check for 
cracks or fraying of the fiberglass, and 
repair or replace as necessary. Check 
the antenna base and mount for corro-
sion, and make sure it’s firmly secured 
to the boat.

Also check the antenna cable for 
any signs of weathering or breakdown 
from sun exposure. The cable should be 
free of kinks, nicks and abrasions. The 
PL-259 connector should be securely 
fastened or soldered to the end of the 

[8] KNOW YOUR NUMBER
Register for your MMSI number 
through BoatU.S. or Sea Tow if you 
operate within U.S. waters, says ICOM 
America’s Fred Varian. If you travel 
by boat to international destinations, 
including the Bahamas and Mexico, 
you must obtain an MMSI and a ship 
station license through the FCC.

Program the MMSI number into 
your radio using the directions that 
came with the VHF. The presence of a 
valid MMSI number and GPS position 
allows your radio to work on the U.S. 
Coast Guard’s Rescue 21 distress system, 
with ground stations capable of hearing 
transmissions up to 25 miles away. If 
you’re fishing well beyond that distance, 
you will have to rely on other boats to 
relay your information or even provide 
direct assistance in an emergency.

[9] ALWAYS UPDATE
Periodically update your MMSI 
 registration. Make sure the emergency 
contacts and the color and descrip-
tion of your boat are correct. Did you 
sell your boat or your VHF radio? If so, 
cancel the old MMSI registration.

[10] SHARE THE INFO
Train your crew, family and guests on 
how your VHF radio works and which 
channels should be used in the event 
of an emergency. Consider posting a 
cheat sheet near your radio. During 
your routine pre-departure check-
list, include a short explanation of the 
VHF, how to activate the DSC distress 
button, how to place a Mayday distress 
call, where to find life jackets, and 
other safety information. 

Although installing a VHF radio is fairly 
straightforward, if you’re not comfortable making 
electrical connections, consider hiring an NMEA 
Master Dealer to do the job.
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Raymarine’s Ray70 VHF (left) and ICOM’s 
M424G come with a built-in GPS receiver. 
With that setup, anglers don’t need to wire 
their radio to their GPS/plotter to enable 
one-button DSC distress capability.
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HYDRASPORTS CUSTOM 3400 CC
FEATURING THE SAME military hull-
construction techniques incorporated 
last year in HydraSports Custom’s 
indomitable 53-foot Sueños center-
console, the 3400 reflects a complete 
redesign for 2017. New attributes 
include a three-sided tempered-glass 

windshield and a restyled T-top that 
provides more shade and a sportier look.

The 3400 CC offers 50 gallons of 
standard livewell capacity in an extra-
large tackle station aft of the helm 
seating. A starboard-side boarding 
door opens inward; a transom door 

opens to the port aft corner. Rod 
holders line the hardtop and the 
transom bulkhead.

Seating includes a folding transom 
bench with a backrest and a forward 
lounger ahead of the console with a 
coffin box beneath. The 3400 also 
comes with twin 12-inch Garmin 
GPSMAP 8212 multifunction displays 
and a GSD 26 CHIRP sonar module 
with two transducers.

Available with twin or triple 
outboards, the 3400 boasts a top speed 
of 62.5 mph, achieving 0.79 mpg with 
three Yamaha F300s (max horsepower). 
With twin F350s, the boat runs 54.4 
mph and burns 65.5 gph for 0.83 mpg.

AT PRESS TIME in April, Everglades 
had yet to complete its first 273cc; the 
announced release date was summer 
2016. The 273cc is designed to provide 
a similar though larger deck layout 
compared to the company’s top-selling 
243cc bay boat.

The 273cc offers 138 square feet 
of cockpit space (compared with 85 
square feet on the 243) and greater 
fuel capacity than its smaller sibling. 
It can support single or twin outboard 
engines, with a maximum horsepower 
rating of 400.

With Everglades’ patented 
RAMCAP hull, the 273cc starts 
with a forward lounge and casting 

EVERGLADES 273CC
platform, and includes a step-down 
head compartment and a proprietary 
sliding-glass windshield at the helm.

Like the 243, it places emphasis on 
angling with abundant livewell capacity, 
an insulated fish box, and tackle and rod 
storage. (The 243 features a 36-gallon 

well and a 67-gallon fish box forward.) 
Everglades also expanded the beam of 
the 243 from 8 feet 2 inches to 9 feet  
3 inches on the 273.

Design renderings for the 273cc 
show a low-profile bow rail and an 
in-stem anchor.

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA .............................................................33 ft. 5 in.

Beam ...........................................................10 ft. 4 in.

Dry Weight ...................................................8,500 lb.

Draft ................................................................... 24 in.

Transom Deadrise ......................................... 23 deg.

MSRP .................. $339,900 (w/ triple Yamaha F300s)

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA .............................................................27 ft. 3 in.

Beam .............................................................9 ft. 3 in.

Dry Weight ........................... 5,000 lb. (w/o engines)

Draft ................................................................... 16 in.

Transom Deadrise ......................................... 20 deg.

MSRP .................................................................... N/A

BY  CHRIS 

WOODWARD

BY  CHRIS WOODWARD

BOATS
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TO FIND DESTINATION AMERICA ON YOUR TV, 
GO TO DESTINATIONAMERICA.COM
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TAKE IT OUTDOORS.
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NONSKID CARE

Restoring the luster to a nonskid surface is difficult. You can’t buff it. Spray waxes make it slippery. One solution 

comes in the form of Star brite’s Non-Skid Deck Cleaner with PTEF. Apply with fresh water and a deck brush to 

clean the nonskid, then rinse it clean. The PTEF creates a barrier against oxidation, stains and UV damage.

FINISHING SCHOOL

F I V E  ST E P S  TO 

M A I N TA I N I N G  A G LO S SY 

G E LCOAT F I N I S H

BY JIM HENDRICKS

I’ve always worked hard to keep 
my boat’s gelcoat as close to 
showroom-glossy as possible. 
Yet despite all the sweat equity, I 
have noticed that the finish has 
dulled slightly over the years. 
To find out what I could do to 
restore the shine and main-
tain it in the future, I talked 
to companies that offer boat-
care products. In the process, 
I learned that I had been doing 
some things correctly and other 
things incorrectly.

had been making), as harsh 
degreasers and other chemi-
cals can strip the wax from 
the boat’s finish. A boat soap 
preserves the wax but also 
cleans, though you might need 
to scrub a little more on dried 
fish blood. Avoid bleach, which 
can damage gelcoat.

It’s important to first rinse 
gelcoat surfaces with fresh 
water. This loosens salt and pre-
vents scratches. If there’s a lot 
of salt, you can rinse with Star 
brite Salt Off.

Use a soft wash mitt such 
as the Star brite Reggae, made 
from microfiber, to pamper 
the gelcoat. After washing and 

“While anglers love their 
boats, most would rather be 
fishing than waxing,” says Tom 
MacDonald, sales and training 
specialist for Meguiar’s marine 
and RV division. 

“Yet a little extra time spent 
caring for the boat’s finish can 
make a major difference.”

Following these five basic 
steps will keep your gelcoat 
 looking good for years.

[1] Wash It Well.
Proper washing starts with 
the soap you use. “Use a mild 
pH-balanced boat soap,” 
MacDonald advises. Avoid 
using dish soap (a mistake I 

STAR BRITE 

SALT OFF

STAR BRITE 

ONE-STEP 

CLEANER WAX

YACHT BRITE 

BUFF MAGIC

MEGUIAR’S No. 143 

RINSE FREE WASH-

N-WAX SPRAY

Applying marine 
wax to your boat’s 
gelcoat three to 
four times yearly 
helps keep it 
glossy and creates 
a barrier to protect 
the finish from con-
taminants and sun.
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compounds, yellow for polishes, black 
for waxes, and beige for buffing.

For extremely chalky surfaces, a 
new product can cut the work in half. 
Meguiar’s No. 771 Heavy Oxidation 
Scrub is applied to a wet surface with a 
soft-bristle brush, then rinsed away with 
fresh water. One professional detailer 
using this product found that a gelcoat-
restoration job he bid for three days took 
him only one and a half days. It’s also 
great for hard-to-clean nonskid soles 
and gunwale tops.

[3] Polish to a Luster.
While compounds remove  oxidation, 
they don’t bring back the shine 
completely. For that, you need to 
follow up with a marine polish such as 
Meguiar’s No. 45 High-Gloss Polish, 
Star brite’s Premium Marine Polish or 
Yacht Brite’s Pro Polish.

These products also restore valuable 
oils that nourish gelcoat finishes. You 
can apply and buff out polishes by hand 
or with a dual-action polisher. Read the 
directions carefully before applying any 
marine polish, however, because some 
polish formulas must be wiped away 
before they dry.

rinsing with fresh water, wipe down the 
entire boat with a cotton, microfiber 
or water-absorbing chamois towel. I 
had been neglecting this step, and as a 
result, corrosive mineral deposits were 
 degrading the finish. Now I know better.

[2] Clean the Surface.
This step after washing might prove 
unnecessary on new boats with pris-
tine finishes but can improve aging 
gelcoat that has lost its glossiness. First 
evaluate the condition to determine 
how aggressively you need to approach 
restoration, says MacDonald. “Start 
with the least aggressive product,” he 
advises. “If that doesn’t work, move to 
the next level.”

Meguiar’s No. 50 Cleaner Wax and 
Star brite’s One-Step Heavy-Duty 
Cleaner Wax remove light oxidation to 
restore the finish to like-new condition. 
These products also add wax protec-
tion, allowing you to skip Step 4 in this 
gelcoat-care program.

To remove heavier oxidation, 
 however, you need a compound such as 
Meguiar’s No. 91 Power Cut Compound, 
Star brite’s Color Restorer or Yacht 
Brite’s Buff Magic. Applied with a foam 
pad, these formulas are less abrasive 
than traditional rubbing compounds. 
Buff out with a clean microfiber towel.

To make the job go faster, consider 
an electric applicator such as those 
offered by Meguiar’s or Shurhold. Dual-
action polishers won’t burn finishes 
or leave swirl marks like traditional 
buffers do, and the small pads let you 
reach tight areas. With Meguiar’s dual-
action polisher, use the red pad for 

[4] Protect with Wax.
Today’s top marine waxes protect 
gelcoat finishes with synthetic polymer 
formulas that create a barrier between 
the finish and contaminants. Waxes 
such as Meguiar’s Flagship Premium 
Marine Wax add UV protection to help 
prevent the sun from dulling gelcoat.

As with compounds and polishes, you 
can apply marine wax by hand or with 
a dual-action polisher, but avoid wax-
ing your boat in the heat of the day or in 
direct sunlight. This can result in incom-
plete coverage or leave swirl marks as 
the wax quickly dries. The wax can also 
cake, making it difficult to buff out.

[5] Maintain the Shine.
Applying a coat of quality marine wax 
three or four times a year will help keep 
the gelcoat looking good. I’ll confess to 
less frequent applications — more like 
once or twice a year. But I plan to be 
more diligent.

Between applications of wax, 
boat-care experts suggest using a boat 
soap such as Meguiar’s Marine Flagship 
Wash-N-Wax. Another good choice 
is Star brite’s Sea Safe Wash & Wax. 
These augment the wax protection you 
already have on your boat.

Spray waxes such as Star brite’s Boat 
Guard Speed Detailer & Protectant 
also protect gelcoat between wax jobs. 
Meguiar’s No. 143 Rinse Free Wash-N-
Wax spray cleans and waxes. You can 
apply it to dry or even salty surfaces 
to clean up the cockpit while you’re 
out fishing and have no access to fresh 
water. Just spray it on and wipe away 
dirt and grime.

Thanks to boat-care products from 
companies such as Meguiar’s, Star 
brite, Yacht Brite and others, keeping 
your gelcoat finish in tip-top shape has 
never been easier. 

Shurhold’s dual-
action polisher 
combines a small 
polishing pad with 
an oscillating rota-
tor to prevent swirl 
marks as you apply 
and buff out com-
pounds, polishes 
and waxes.

PAINTED FINISHES

An increasing number of new fishing boats feature 

painted finishes, and these require more delicate care 

than does gelcoat. One product designed specifically 

for linear polyurethane and other painted surfaces (such 

as outboards) is Meguiar’s Premium Marine Paint Polish 

& Protectant. This product removes mild oxidation and 

water spots to deliver a durable high-gloss finish.
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SUPER COUPON

20%
OFFANY 

SINGLE 
ITEM

Limit 1 coupon per customer per day.   Save 20% on any 1 item 
purchased. *Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or any 
of the following items or brands: Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plan, gift card, open box item, 3 day parking lot sale 
item, compressors, fl oor jacks, saw mills,   storage cabinets, chests 
or carts, trailers, trenchers, welders, Admiral, Badland, CoverPro, 
Daytona, Diablo, Franklin, Hercules, Holt, Jupiter, Predator,  Stik-Tek, 
StormCat, Union, Vanguard, Viking.  Not valid on prior purchases. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented.  Valid through 10/1/16. 
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• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 30 Million Satisfi ed Customers
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• 800-423-2567
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LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by 
calling 800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping 
& Handling charges may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-
transferable. Original coupon must be presented. Valid through 
10/1/16. Limit one FREE GIFT coupon per customer per day.

How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 
of dollars in our own 
state-of-the-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-toe with the 
top professional brands. 
And we can sell them for a 
fraction of the price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass the savings on to 
you. It’s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
650+ Stores Nationwide.

650+ Stores
Nationwide
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Customer Rating

Customer Rating

comp at $14.99

$499 

SAVE 
66%

SAVE 
75%

SAVE 
60%

AMMO BOX

61451 shown

SAVE 
$230

SAVE 
$433

SAVE 
$228

SAVE 
$70

SAVE 
$78

SAVE 
$180

$11999
comp at $349.99

 26", 4 DRAWER 
TOOL CART 

LOT 95659 shown
61634/61952

• 580 lb. 
capacity

SAVE 

8" HUNTING KNIFE 
WITH SURVIVAL KIT 

LOT 61733 
90714 shown

$799 

SAVE 
$79

$11999 comp at 
$199

10 FT. x 20 FT. PORTABLE 
CAR CANOPYLOT 60728/62858

63054/69034 shownS
U
P
ER
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DIGITAL 

LOT 90899 shown
98025/69096

VALUE

$15

comp at $752 .99 

comp at 
$29 .99 

12,000 LB. ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH REMOTE CONTROL AND 

AUTOMATIC BRAKE
LOT   61256/60813

61889/68142 shown

$1499 comp at 
$59.97

LOT 5889/62281/61637 shown

29 PIECE TITANIUM 
NITRIDE COATED
HIGH SPEED 
STEEL DRILL BIT SET 

1.51 CUBIC FT. 
SOLID STEEL 
DIGITAL FLOOR SAFE

$9999
  

comp at $279. 99 

$1199 

 TORQUE WRENCH ES

YOUR CHOICE

• Accuracy 
within ±4%

DRIVE LOT 

1/4 2696/61277

3/8 807/61276

1/2 239/62431

6.5 HP  (212 CC) OHV
HORIZONTAL SHAFT 

GAS ENGINES  

$9999 
comp at $328

LOT 68121/69727 shown
CALIFORNIA ONLY

LOT   60363/69730  

900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 

 GAS RECREATIONAL 
GENERATOR

LOT  60338
69381 shown 

$8999 
comp at $168.97

20-60 x 60mm 
SPOTTING SCOPE 

WITH TRIPOD

$3999 comp at 
$109 .99 

LOT 62774/94555 shown

LOT 61565/62678
62977/91006 shown

Customer Rating

LIMIT 4 - 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 10/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

$15991
  

comp at $499

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON 

125 PSI VERTICAL 

AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT   69091/61454/61693

62803/67847 shown

SAVE 
$339

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Item 239 
shown

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

LIMIT 4 - 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 10/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW
 RAPID PUMP® 

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 

Most Vehicles

• Weighs 34 lbs.

 LOT  69252/62160

62496/62516/68053

60569 shown
SAVE 

$60

$5999
  

Customer Rating

LIMIT 7 - 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 10/1/16. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

WOW SUPER COUPON

1199
  

comp at

$20.26

SAVE 
40% LOT  95578

69645 

60625 shown

 4-1/2" ANGLE GRINDER  

Customer Rating

Customer Rating

Customer Rating
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VJG�DGUV�HTQO
1MWOC

www.CHARKBAIT.com

877-424-2751

FREE OFFER

Huntington Beach and San Diego, CA

Toro Tamer Super
Braid Spooling
included with your
order plus topshot!
Rigged and ready
to fish -up to 300 yds!

Performance + Value
UNMATCHED!

Okuma!
2016 Metaloid Series

The Metaloid Series reels offer exceptional
performance and value. Single speeds from $189,
2 speeds from $219! All metal construction, 3 year
warranty. And, we make the deal even sweeter...
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LIGHTWEIGHT SUN PROTECTION CLEAN and GREEN FADE RESISTANTBF MAXFLOW TM

“THE NEW GENERATION 

OUTRIGGER”
SMARTEST, FASTEST AND SAFEST FOR 

                  TROLLING, CHUMMING & MORE

CATCH 
MORE FISH!
WE HAVE BEEN WIDELY KNOWN AS AN INEXPENSIVE 

ALTERNATIVE TO OUTRIGGERS FOR SMALL BOATS 

AND AS SECONDARY BAIT SPREADER FOR LARGE BOATS. 

COMPARE QUALITY, PRICE AND FOR WHAT IS INTENDED TO DO.

For only $399.99 (per pair + S&H)

HERE IS WHY THIS OUTRIGGER IS UNBEATABLE! 

COMPATIBLE WITH OUTRIGGERS • USES EXISTING ROD HOLDERS 

• AVOID TANGLES AND MAKE SHARP TURNS BACK TO THE FISHING 

POINT • PLACE THE BAITS AWAY FROM THE PROP-WASH 

• EASY LOADING AND RELOADING ALWAYS INSIDE THE COCKPIT 

SPECIAL IN ROUGH SEAS • NO MORE WORRIES PASSING UNDER 

THE BRIDGES • PERFECT FOR EVERY BUDGET AND ANY VESSEL SIZE

ONE YEAR WARRANTY ON DEFECTIVE PARTS

See us at ICAST July 12-15, 2016 in Orlando. 
Booth 1381, next to DAIWA.

PLEASE WATCH OUR VIDEO ON HOW IT WORKS AND READ 

CAPTAIN’S REVIEW AND MORE FOR ORDERING VISIT OUR SITE: 

www.OutriggerUnlimited.com

OUTRIGGER UNLIMITED, LLC • PO. BOX 38066 MURDOCK, FL 33938

 PH 941-456-1071 • E-MAIL steveaction@comcast.net
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Don't Wait for the 

right time!
The Best Time is 
right now!

Dave Ferrell

Editor-at-Large

2016
Dominican Republic

May 19-24

Costa Rica Sea Mounts
July 29 – Aug 2

Venice, Louisiana
Sept 6-11

2017
Costa Rica I

Feb 7-12

Costa Rica II
April 1-6

Guatemala
May 3-8

Bluefin Tuna, Striped Bass, Flounder, Cod & Haddock
BostonSportFishing

617-775-7745
O]�<gf�l�>ak`$

...We Catch

.com

ADVERTISE HERE

contact bill simkins

407.571.4865

bill.simkins@bonniercorp.com

C & L Insurance
Marine Insurance since 1991

clinsurance.com
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708.218.7233 

dosamigossportfi shing.com

Thresher 

33’ Blackfi n

El Loco II  

29’ Blackfi n 

MARLIN • SAILFISH • MAHI MAHI, 

YELLOWFIN TUNA • WAHOO • ROOSTER

Tournament Rigged & Ready
SERVICING CABO SAN LUCAS/EAST CAPE MEXICO

S P O R T  F I S H I N G

Toll Free 866 439 5922 | StayInCostaRica.com

US PATENTSU.S.A.

FISHING SINKERS

EGG – SURF CASTING

917.589.8334 • swivits@gmail.com

Print Subscribers 
Get iPad® edition 
FREE!

Download the app today 

for instant access.

To Subscribe go to:  
sportfishing.com/subscribe

Apple, the Apple Logo, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc., 

registered in the U.S. and other countries.  iPad is a trademark of 

Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 

FOR MORE  
INFORMATION

visit VSRUWŵVKLQJPDJ���FRP

4"*-'*4)�t�,*/('*4)�t�%0-1)*/�t�5"310/���.03&

305-965-9454
nkostyo@bellsouth.net

KNOT NANCYKNOT NANCY
CaptainDaveKostyo’s

'*4)*/(�$)"35&34�t�����8)*5&8"5&3

www.knotnancy.com

MIAMI/

MIAMI BEACH
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31' Bertram-Custom • 26' Regulator

MARLIN • SAILFISH • DORADO • WAHOO • ROOSTERFISH

Costa Rica: 011-506-8330-5416 • US 646-220-5963
Email: info@straightupsportfishing.com

www.straightupsportfishing.com

CHARTER BOATS & ANGLER SERVICES

DRY TORTUGAS

Dry Tortugas adventures aboard the Lisa 

B, a 43 ft. liveaboard charter boat located 

in Naples, FL. Please call (239) 774-2344. 

COSTA RICA

“COSTA RICA DREAM MAKERS”  

Sport Fishing Packages at the Los Sueno 

Resort & Marina WBS Championship 

winning boat charters, Luxury rooms, 

Condos, and Houses. Call us toll free  

today at 1-888-588-2736 or visit  

www.CostaRicaDreamMakers.com

LOS SUENOS RESORT & MARINA. 

Fishing Trips to Costa Rica’s hottest 

destination. Luxury Accommodations  

and a wide range of vessels including  

2006 – 2007 tournament winners 

(SPANISH FLY & THE BITE). For  

Fishing Packages and Specials please  

call toll free to Costa Rica 1-866-888-6424 

or visit www.StayInCostaRica.com

STRAIGHT UP SPORTFISHING, 

LOS SUENOS RESORT & MARINA 

COSTA RICA - The finest boats in  

Los Suenos Marina. Straight Up is a fully 

equipped, modern, fast 26’ Regulator. 

Straight Up with a Twist is a refitted and 

customized 31’ Bertram with Twinn 350hp 

diesel engines. Both boats are equipped 

with the finest custom rods and Fin Nor, 

Penn International, and Shimano Tackle. 

Experienced local bilingual crew will thrill 

you with the fishing trip of a lifetime! 

We are pleased to assist you with luxury 

accommodations and transportation. 

Contact us at 011-506-8330-5416  

or US: 646-220-5963. Email:  

info@straightupsportfishing.com - Visit  

us at www.straightupsportfishing.com.

MEXICO

Dos Amigos Sport Fishing - Cabo San 

Lucas / East Cape 33 ft and 29 ft custom 

Blackfin boats specializing in blue water 

fishing. Tournament rigged and ready with 

tournament winning captain Julio Cota 

and his crew. Come catch 3 kinds of marlin, 

sailfish, wahoo, tuna, dorado, rooster fish, 

and much more. Contact 708-218-7233 

or dosamigossportfishing.com.

TO LIST YOUR CHARTER BOAT OR RESORT, CONTACT: Bill Simkins  
Sport Fishing Magazine, 460 N. Orlando Ave, Ste. 200, Winter Park, FL 32789 

Phone (407) 571-4865 • Fax (407) 637-3519 • E-mail: bill.simkins@bonniercorp.com  

$5.00 per word – 20 word minimum. Make checks payable to: Bonnier Corporation

 800-882-4665    CasaViejaLodge.com

Your Adventure Awaits! 

Imagine when you tell them 
about the rest of the trip... 

the gourmet dining, 
luxury accommodations, 

& entertainment. 

They definitely won’t 
believe that part, either.
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LAST CAST

A rare white sailfish is released o� southern Costa Rica. It has 
some pigment (including its dark — not pink — eyes), marking 

it as leucistic rather than truly albino.

P H O T O G R A P H  C O U R T E S Y  Z A N C U D O  L O D G E





ONE RIDE
THAT’S ALL IT TAKES TO
EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

4700 NW 132ND STREET, OPA LOCKA, FLORIDA 33054  •  PH: 305-685-2704   •  WWW.INVINCIBLEBOATS.COM

“INVINCIBLE HAS SET A NEW INDUSTRY STANDARD FOR QUALITY,

FIT & FINISH AND CUSTOMER SERVICE BY WHICH ALL OTHER BOAT

MANUFACTURERS ARE NOW MEASURED.”

OUR PATENTED “STEPPED-VEE VENTILATED TUNNEL” (SVVT) HULL CREATES

THE LOWEST DRAG COEFFICIENT OF ANY MONO HULL ON THE MARKET. THIS

MEANS INCREASED SPEED, BETTER FUEL ECONOMY THAN CONVENTIONAL

STEPPED HULLS, AND AN ALL-AROUND BETTER RIDE.

39’


