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All I want for Christmas...
It seems strange writing about the festive 

season when it is only the beginning of   

October, but magazine publishing sched-

ules mean that we are often ahead-of-the-

game when it comes to annual events.

Divers love Christmas, as it is the perfect 

opportunity for them to treat themselves - 

or drop heavy hints to their loved ones and 

friends! - to lots of shiny new dive kit.

The annual DEMA trade show is on in 

Las Vegas in late-November, and is often 

where many manufacturers choose to 

unveil their new toys, but we haven’t had to 

wait that long for several innovative and desirable products to hit the 

market - namely Suunto’s EON Steel dive computer, which we exclu-

sively reviewed last month, and the Apeks Black Sapphire, the special 

limited-edition regulator celebrating the Blackburn-based company’s 

40th anniversary.

Of course, pressies don’t have to be in the form of hardware. Instead, 

why not splash all that Christmas cash on a once-in-a-lifetime dive trip, 

such as the Galapagos, Truk, Bikini, Cocos or Mapelo? The Christmas 

tree, decorative lights and wrapping paper will be a distant memory 

when you go, but the vacation will stay with you forever.

Now, how’s that list coming along?

“Dear Santa, I have been a very good boy this year, and I would like: 

Hollis Explorer eSCR, Suex HK1 scooter, Poseidon Se7en CCR, trip to 

Galapagos, expedition to Bikini Atoll, my own liveaboard...”

NEVER MISS ANOTHER ISSUE - You can now buy individual issues of Sport Diver 
and have them delivered direct to your door via: www.
buyamag.co.uk/sportdiver Use code: R524SD and get £1 off 
the January 2015 issue!

Mark Evans, Editor
mark.evans@sportdiver.co.uk
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NEWS
Send your dive industry news to:

Email: news@sportdiver.co.uk

Or write to: News, Sport Diver, Evolution House,

2-6 Easthampstead Road, Wokingham, RG40 2EG

T
en years ago, to celebrate their 30th 

anniversary, Apeks Marine Equipment 

produced a limited-edition version 

of the tried-and-tested ATX200 in the 

form of the Black Pearl. With its gun-metal 

VPD finish, engraved hard-hat diver on the 

front of the second stage and 30th anniver-

sary ‘band’ around the top, not to mention 

metal inlays into the front of the second 

stage, it was an instant classic, and now mint 

versions are fetching big amounts on the 

second-hand collectors market.

Although it came on to the market ten years 

ago, the Black Pearl is still a solid workhorse 

for those who want to dive it, and I am still us-

ing it as my primary UK diving regulator, and 

it has logged thousands of trouble-free hours 

underwater.

However, this trusty sidekick will now earn a 

spot of retirement with the arrival of the Black 

Sapphire. Based around the XTX200, the all-

new first stage has a number of neat design The Black Sapphire second stage has an eye-catching insert made with a blue cast

The Black Pearl second stage alongside the brand-new Black SapphireThe Black Sapphire first stage

Enter… the Black Sapphire
Apeks Marine Equipment is celebrating its 40th anniversary this year, and to mark the occasion, the 
company has released a limited-edition regulator, Black Sapphire. Mark Evans compares this with his 
30th anniversary model, the Black Pearl
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For the latest diving news, join diving’s

liveliest online community now at:

www.sportdiver.co.uk

features, including an extra low-pressure port 

routed out of the bottom of the stage, as well 

as quite an angular look around the chrome 

Apeks logo. Black Sapphire is engraved subtly 

directly into the body of the first stage. The 

second stage boasts an inlay with a blue cast 

that still bears the tool marks, and is printed 

with the Black Sapphire name and ‘40 years’ 

to mark the anniversary.

It comes packaged into a zipped, padded 

regulator carry-case bearing the name Black 

Sapphire moulded into the front, and within 

this is a cardboard inlay which details the 

origins of the Black Sapphire and, uniquely, is 

signed on the back by all of the Apeks Marine 

Equipment employees.

There will only be 5,000 numbered Black Sap-

phire regulators produced, and once they are 

gone, they’re gone, so this is set to be a future 

collectors item. �

www.apeks.co.uk

Test Team member Dave Hope on the Black Sapphire at Wraysbury
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Two PADI instructors became the first British 

divers to explore the newly opened Y40 Deep 

Joy diving facility in Montegrotto Terme, Italy, 

when they ventured into Europe on 11 June.

Master Instructor Steve Bateman and Assistant 

Instructor Andy Webb visited the impressive 

dive site just a few days after it opened its 

doors, and as an added bonus, were the only 

people in the water at the time, so they had 

the whole place to themselves. Steve said: “We 

took our own masks, fins and computers, but 

everything else is provided - Aqualung regs 

and BCDs, and steel 15-litre cylinders.

“The water was very warm - a nice 33 degrees 

C, similar to the outside temperature! Our plan 

was for a one-hour dive to the bottom of the 

facility. We made it to the bottom in just a few 

minutes to get the best dive time we could. I 

videoed the dive as we went on my GoPro. The 

bottom of the main shaft we found to be just 

over 41m on the four dive computers we had 

with us. After taking a few photographs, we 

made a slow ascent to explore the shallower 

depths, caves and tunnels before exiting. And 

then after a two-hour interval, we went and 

did the same thing all over again!”

Steve added: “This unique facility has great 

potential for diver training. It offers so much 

that can help develop skills and understand-

ing. Deep dives are the obvious, but can also 

include cavern and overhead diving introduc-

tion. We will definitely be back out to Italy to 

use the ‘pool’ again.”

www.proscuba.co.uk

NEWS

At the bottom of Y40 and checking the depth on the dive computers

Steve Bateman ventures into one of the ‘caves’ in Y40

FIRST BRITS TO DIVE Y40

Contact us for details!

Contact Wendy 
Phone: (0034) 928 51 19 92 
Mobile: (0034) 625 059 713

Email: enquiry@safaridiving.com 
Web: www.safaridiving.com

� Family friendly resort with great dive 
sites and a wonderful array of species, 

also great for non-divers too
� Warm weather and water conditions 

ideal for winter diving!
� Daily shore, boat and night dives –  
we can offer the most dive sites all at 

the same price!
� Flights from many UK airports with 

some great winter prices, 
� Ideal also for a long weekend!

� Accommodation  near to the dive 
centre and local amenities

© Tony Gilbert 

DON'T KNOW WHAT TO BUY FOR CHRISTMAS? 
SOLVE THAT PROBLEM BY PURCHASING CHRISTMAS 
GREETING VOUCHERS FOR DIVING, DIVING COURSES 

OR FOR A DIVE HOLIDAY AT GREAT PRICES!
FOR EXAMPLE: 6 DIVES EACH WITH TANK AND 

WEIGHTS AND ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT FOR 
7 NIGHTS FOR TWO PERSONS AT ONLY £200 PER 

PERSON !! 

© Tony Gilbert 

© Carlos Suarez 

PURCHASE  
YOUR 

CHRISTMAS 
VOUCHERS 

NOW!!

SAFARI DIVING  
LANZAROTE - THE ALL  
YEAR ROUND RESORT





Whalesharks have surfaced at Mafia Island on 

schedule, marking the start of their annual 

‘season’ there. 

Aqua-Firma’s Whaleshark Research and 

Conservation groups will be heading to Mafia 

Island on 6 November this year as well as 7 No-

vember 2015. Divers and freedivers can pay to 

join these teams, which this time will be armed 

with a drone to help spot whalesharks from 

the air. At the controls will be global whale-

shark research expert, Dr Simon Pierce.

“Mafia Island is proving one of the most reli-

able places in the world for our research teams 

to find whalesharks and certainly one of the 

most idyllic,” says Aqua-Firma Director, Ralph 

Pannell.

“Mafia’s many satellite islands, sand banks and 

reefs are simply stunning, with some incredibly 

healthy coral reefs full of fish life - perfect for 

scuba diving and snorkelling. Divers can enjoy 

a full programme of some of East Africa’s best 

diving, whilst non-diving partners can snorkel 

and otherwise enjoy what is still a very quiet 

and undeveloped tropical haven.”

Knowledge about the whalesharks at Mafia 

Island increased substantially during the 

2013/14 season when Aqua-Firma’s research 

trip there raised half the funds needed to run 

a full season of dedicated research. The other 

half of funding came from the conservation 

NGO WWF. One of the key findings was that 

most of these whalesharks seem to be present 

at Mafia Island all year, but they come close 

to the surface when seasonal winds create 

upwellings, pushing their food to the surface. 

The whaleshark team know where these 

upwellings occur and this year will have the 

technological advantage of finding whale-

sharks by using a drone fitted with video 

which transmits to the research dhow below.

Whilst this experience encapsulates some of 

Africa’s richest marine life highlights, Aqua-Fir-

ma offers small group and tailor made wildlife 

safaris across all of Tanzania’s terrestrial game 

reserves year round.

This whaleshark trip coincides with one of the 

best periods to see wildlife in the southern 

reserves of Ruaha and the Selous (Africa’s larg-

est wildlife reserve), and the Great Migration 

whereby around two million wildebeest, zebra 

and Thomson’s gazelles head south through 

the Serengeti, hotly pursued by its Big Cats 

and other predators.

For information about how to join one of 

Aqua-Firma’s Wildlife Safaris or Whaleshark 

Research & Conservation experiences to Tan-

zania, visit: www.aqua-firma.com/countries/
Tanzania

Whaleshark Mafia comes under 
drone surveillance in Tanzania

NEWS

Freediver with whaleshark The drone will help research

Euro-Divers Maldives has taken over the 

dive centre on Meerufenfushi Island Re-

sort, as of 1 October 2014.

A spokesperson for the company said: 

“Euro-Divers Maldives at Meerufenfushi 

will be offering a wide range of PADI diving 

courses and specialties, as well as other 

diving-related activities!

“The island Meerufenfushi is situated in 

the North Male Atoll and has a fantastic 

amount of some of the best dive sites 

in the area very close by. The island has 

several channels in close reach as well as 

some very good outside reefs.”

For more information about Meerufenfushi 

Island Resort, visit: www.facebook.com/
MeeruIslandResortSpa. Information and 

booking availability will soon be available 

at: www.euro-divers.com

EURO-DIVERS 
MALDIVES OPENS
NEW DIVE CENTRE

Join our Marine Researchers & Experts

Close Encounters with Humpback Whales, Whale Sharks & 
Anticipated New Species of Manta Ray

Africa - Asia - Arabia - Arctic - Antarctica - East Pacific 
Latin america - Caribbean - Indian Ocean
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With the festive season fast approaching, it’s 

time to dig out your Santa suit and get in-

volved in the biggest and best record-breaking 

charity Santa diving event this side of Lapland 

- with the faint sound of jingle bells ringing in 

our ears, Vobster Santas is back!

Run in aid of the Royal National Lifeboat 

Institute (RNLI), Vobster Santas 2014 will take 

place on Sunday 14 December 2014 at Vobster 

Quay Inland Diving Centre near Radstock in 

Somerset.

Last year’s event was the biggest yet with a 

record number of Santa divers taking to the 

water - more than 175 divers braved the winter 

weather to smash the world record!

Vobster Santas isn’t just about world records, 

though - it’s also about raising some serious 

cash for charity. Once again, Vobster Quay is 

aiming to raise some serious money for the 

RNLI by getting as many sponsored divers 

dressed in their finest Santa outfits onsite and 

in the water in a mass of fluffy beards and red 

suits. The event continues to grow in popular-

ity with a record-breaking number of Santa 

divers donning their finest festive gear to raise 

over £25,000 in the last four years alone.

Santa divers attending the event will be invited 

Vobster Santas set for return!
NEWS

Dave Kent has beaten his own Constant 

Weight No Fins (CNF) national record by 

diving to 73m at the Little Blue Hole com-

petition in Dahab. 

Dave’s previous national record, from 27 

July last year, stood at 70m.  

He said: “I planned on ten training days, 

spread over two and a half weeks, ending 

with my record comp on the 6th; how-

ever there was a competition happening 

at the end of my first week which I used 

as a warm up. In hindsight, I wish I had 

announced much deeper for this dive. 

The competition date was 30 August. I 

announced 71m, as I just wanted to get 

a white card. The dive though was by far 

the easiest competition dive off my life, 

completed in 2 minutes and 28 seconds, 

very comfortably.  

“Unfortunately in the time between this 

dive and my next competition on the 

6 September, I caught a touch of the 

‘Dahab Bug’ which clearly affected my 

final announced performance (AP), this 

being 73m. The dive was still quick - 02:35 

- though I had clearly lost a bit of strength 

that week, and it showed during the dive.

“What I am most pleased about now 

though is how quickly I can get to these 

depths coming from the UK. Within four 

days of arriving I was comfortably back in 

70m territory.

“I feel very confident about a competition 

doing an 80m plus CNF dive in 2015.”

BRIT FREEDIVER 
SETS NEW 
RECORD

More than 175 Santas took part last year

to seek sponsorship for their endeavours 

through either individual sponsorship or via 

JustGiving. Vobster Quay will also be raising 

money for the Dorset & Somerset Air Ambu-

lance by raffling off a selection of great prizes. 

Every Santa diver that attends the event will 

automatically be entered into the prize draw 

and additional tickets will be available on 

the day for just £1 a pop! If previous years are 

anything to go by, this year’s event is going 

to be another fun-packed day full of festive 

belly-laughs!

Divers wishing to participate in the event 

can get involved by simply registering their 

attendance at www.vobster.com/santas. Once 

registered, you can then get involved in the 

fundraising in a choice of ways:

• Direct Sponsorship - Attendees can download 

the Vobster Santas Sponsorship Form at www.

vobster.com/vobstersantas and then pester 

their friends, family and work colleagues to 

sponsor them for the event.

• JustGiving.com - Take all the hassle out of 

fund raising by simply pointing your family 

and friends to the Vobster Santas 2013 JustGiv-

ing page at www.justgiving.com/vobstersan-

tas2014. They’ll be able to donate online and 

will even be able to take advantage of GiftAid.

• Mobile Phone text donation - supporters can 

also donate to Vobster Santas 2013 via a very 

simple text message. Simply text ‘VSAN50 £XX’ 

where ‘XX’ is the amount you wish to donate 

to 70070.

Vobster Quay will be doing its bit to raise 

money for the RNLI too. For every £1 raised 

by Santa divers through sponsorship, Vobster 

Quay will donate an extra 50p to a maximum 

of an additional £1,000.
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NEWS

A Bradford man being treated for severe spinal 

injuries after a terrible mountain bike accident 

has vowed to be back diving within a year.

Peter Lau, from Queensbury, was nearly killed 

when his mountain bike collided with a car 

earlier this year. The 48-year-old was left in a 

coma for almost a month and since coming 

out of it the road to recovery has been a slow 

and difficult one.

But Peter, Assistant District Commander for 

West Yorkshire’s Fire and Rescue Service, 

maintains a positive outlook and is determined 

to get back into his favourite pastime, scuba 

diving, before the anniversary of his accident.

He said: “It is my main passion. It’s just brilliant 

and it takes you all round the world. My wife 

can dive too, and the kids.

“But I was doing less of it during the winter so 

took up mountain biking to keep my fitness 

up. I’ve been a fire-fighter for 24 years so you 

do have to maintain a certain fitness level.”

With friends from both the fire service and his 

scuba diving club, Peter went on a biking trip 

last spring that changed his life forever.

He said: “We were out in Wensleydale and I 

came down this downhill section at about 30 

miles an hour and went through a gate and 

skidded into a car coming the opposite way. 

My back took most of the impact.”

Fully trained in first aid, Peter knew his injuries 

were severe and believes his scuba training 

was fundamental in saving his life.

He said: “I knew it was bad and I had punctured 

both lungs so it was hard to breathe. When 

you do dive training you learn how to take ‘sip 

Diver determined to return to scuba 
after spinal injuries

PADI five-star Divecrew has just added more 

strings to the bow and exploded entering 

new markets - dive, ski and skate. 

As winter approaches, Martin Weddell has 

launched a specialist company providing 

advice and investigations into winter sports 

accidents (ice skating and skiing) and per-

sonal injuries in the UK. 

MWA, part of the Divecrew Group of Compa-

nies, provides a range of specialist services 

into indoor/outdoor ice rinks and indoor/

outdoor recreational ski slopes, providing 

advice to operators, injured parties and or so-

licitors. Martin has 40 years practical experi-

ence in ice skating and extensive experience 

in skiing, both as a professional sportsman 

and as an operator.

Having opened numerous ice rinks in the 

country; managed a number of artificial ski 

slopes and been a director of a company pro-

ducing artificial ski surfaces, he is well versed 

in pinpointing specific claims detail other-

wise missed by non-technical specialists. 

Divecrew have not stopped there, another 

company offering Personnel Advice is also 

about to be added to the portfolio.

Both MWA and the new bespoke Person-

nel company will operate under the banner 

of ‘Expert Line’. Websites will be launched 

shortly.

NEW WINTER SPORTS PERSONAL INJURY SPECIALIST LAUNCHED 

Peter before his horrendous accident

breaths’ that have less impact on the lungs so 

I did that and I really think that knowing that, 

remembering something I’d learnt in 1990, is 

what sustained me until the Air Ambulance 

could get there.”

Peter had broken 11 ribs, fractured his scapula 

and suffered massive spinal damage. Emer-

gency medics had to induce a coma to protect 

his lungs and Peter remained in that state for 

almost a month.

He said: “Once I came out of the coma, in early 

June, I was transferred to Pinderfield Spinal 

Rehabilitation Centre and I’ve been here ever 

since.” Now wheelchair-bound and paralysed 

from the chest down, Peter has been involved 

in watersports as much as possible during his 

stay at the unit, even establishing a snorkelling 

club operating out of the hydrotherapy pool.

He said: “I’ve promised myself I’ll be back in the 

water within a year of the accident. I’ll have to 

be hoisted in and out, but other than that I just 

need to get on with it.”
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Seashell Dive Centre www.seashell-divecove.com info@seashell-divecove.com +356 21521062

FOR INFORMATION AND RATES ENQUIRE WITH ANY ONE OF THE CENTRES BELOW.

MALTA - DIVE CENTRES

Atlantis Dive Centre www.atlantisgozo.com info@atlantisgozo.com +356 22190000
Extra Divers Gozo www.extradivers.info  gozo@extradivers.info +356 27569007
Gozo Aqua Sports www.gozoaquasports.com dive@gozoaquasports.com +356 21563037
Moby Dives www.mobydivesgozo.com info@mobydivesgozo.com +356 21564429
St. Andrew’s Divers Cove www.gozodive.com standrew@gozodive.com +356 21551301
Scuba Kings www.scuba-kings.com gozodiveschool@hotmail.com +44       01212887385 
Utina Diving College www.utina-diving.com  utina@gozomail.com +356 21550514

GOZO - DIVE CENTRES

MALTA, GOZO  
 AND COMINO

AMPLE CHOICE OF SITES FOR BOTH RECREATIONAL AND TECHNICAL DIVERS.
THREE ISLANDS OFFERING GREAT DIVING, JUST 3 HOURS FROM MOST UK AIRPORTS. 

MORE TO SEE. MORE TO DO. MORE TO REMEMBER!
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One of the UK’s leading watersports specialists 

has received support to offer a teenager the 

opportunity to turn his hobby into a career.

Robin Hood Watersports, based near Heck-

mondwike in West Yorkshire, is the only busi-

ness in the country to manufacture and sell 

watersports equipment to business, the public 

and emergency services. It also provides diving 

tuition in its purpose-built pool.

Set up in 1981, it has a team of 28 people and 

their newest recruit is 16-year old apprentice 

Ben Parker, from Huddersfield. Robin Hood 

decided to take on an apprentice and worked 

with Kirklees Council’s Apprenticeship Hub to 

make it happen.

Sally Findlow, one of the partners of the busi-

ness, says there were some key reasons that 

attracted them to apprenticeships:

“We decided that for our business, at this time, 

giving an opportunity to a young person and 

bringing skills into our business was vital. We 

were really pleased with the support on offer 

from the Kirklees Apprenticeship Hub and 

delighted with how everything has turned out.

“An apprenticeship is right for us because it 

means our apprentice, Ben, can learn a range 

of skills that will be of benefit to him in his role 

at Robin Hood Watersports. He will also end 

up with a qualification, which is great news for 

him and also for his long-term future with us.”

Robin Hood’s new apprentice, Ben, has been a 

diving fan since he was a child and says when 

the opportunity of the apprenticeship came 

up, it was perfect for him.

He said: “I really enjoy the apprenticeship, be-

ing hands-on and learning new things every 

day. I’m not the sort of person who wants to 

sit at a desk all day and this role gives me the 

opportunity to keep learning, and get a qualifi-

cation, while finding out about everything that 

happens in each area of the business.”

The Kirklees Apprenticeship Hub helps firms 

find the right apprentice for their business, 

find out what financial support is available and 

assist them to find a learning provider.

Once apprentices are on board, they keep 

in touch and offer support as the apprentice 

integrates into the business.

Sally says they want Ben to stay within their 

business for a long time to come, and the ap-

prenticeship will give him the background in 

business he needs to allow that to happen.

Apprentice making a splash at leading 
watersports business

NEWS

Ben working on a drysuitBen with Sally Findlow

Hervey Bay’s renowned whale encounters 

are about to get even more up close and 

personal with the launch of one of the 

world’s first immersive humpback experi-

ences this winter.

Fraser Coast Opportunities has announced 

that select charter operators will host 

immersive whale tours on a trial basis this 

season, allowing visitors to take the plunge 

into the humpbacks’ domain and share 

life-changing connections with the gentle 

giants of the deep.

The whales dictate the experience. Visitors 

enter the water, and it’s up to the inquisi-

tive creatures to approach the swimmers.

From July to October each year hump-

back whales stop to rest and play in the 

protected waters off Hervey Bay on their 

migration south to Antarctica with their 

newborn calves. 

This immersive tour can be experienced on 

both the Fraser Coast and Sunshine Coast - 

a true first for Australia.   

For more information, visit: 

www.experiencequeensland.com

FANCY SWIMMING 
WITH HUMPBACKS?

Pre-order the January 

issue today and SAVE 
£1 off the shop price! 

Go to

www.buyamag.co.uk/ 

SportDiver and enter

code ‘R524SD’



Pre-order the January issue today and SAVE £1 
off the shop price! Go to www.buyamag.co.uk 
SportDiver and enter discount code ‘R524SD’

Our equivalent to SA’s 
famed Sardine Run

Scotland’s Sandeel Run

PLUS
• Overview of diving in Madeira 
• We explore the rarely dived sites off
   Fernando de Noronha in Brazil and are suitably impressed
• Egypt with the family in tow - how will Ross Arnold get on?
• Will Harrison ventures into the wonders of Raja Ampat
• Group Test: Primary dive torches get the once-over by the Sport 
   Diver test team
• And not forgetting the latest edition of Underwater Photographer,    
   with the first part of Richard Smith’s series about critter hunting

Blue Planet Aquarium welcomes
the next generation of scuba divers

FIRST SHARK DIVE
- AT EIGHT YEARS OLD

JANUARY ISSUE
ON SALE
Wednesday

10 December
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GAVIN ANDERSON is left speechless by the sheer amount
of marine growth on the wrecks of Portugal’s

Ocean Revival project
Photographs by GAVIN ANDERSON

OCEAN
REVIVAL
continues to soar
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“The Corvette, despite being broken in two and its stern 
now 200 metres away from the bow, is perhaps the 

most attractive of the wrecks and certainly 
the most covered in life”

I was back on the Hermenegilgo Capelo admiral frigate just 16 

months after I had watched her sink under the blue sheltered 

waters of the Portuguese Algarve and her transformation was truly 

amazing. Her impressive bow gun and huge imposing bridge were no 

longer white and grey, but clothed in camouflage green, while inside 

almost all the blue paint on the ship’s wheel was gone and a small 

group of bream were grazing on a healthy covering of algae, but it was 

up towards the radar and main superstructure that the ship had really 

come alive. Here huge shoals of mackerel and bream jostled for posi-

tion in the current along with the odd seabass, bluefish and Atlantic 

triggerfish, which we’d been warned to stay vigilant for their fearless 

attacking raids! 

Down on the deck level, an octopus takes refuge in a vent while a 

conger seeks shelter in a pipe. There are blennies taking advantage of 

many large barnacles, and marine worms and damselfish grazing on 

thick algae. There are even nudibranchs seeking out millions of stinging 

hydroids; the wreck is already a complex ecosystem.  

Past the bridge I head downwards and to her port side, where I can’t 

resist swimming inside through one of the large holes in her deck. It 

leads me to the port side engine room, a vast dark space but helpfully 

made less so by my buddy’s Jeff and Bob’s video lights. Back out and 

past two huge anchors lying on deck, I dip into another hole at the 

stern where two exercise bicycles - used in event of power failure to 

generate enough electricity to run the steering systems - can be found. 

Heading back from the stern, I find the massive crack in the ship’s 

deck. When the frigate sunk, she landed awkwardly and bent over 

toward the stern. In the fierce winter storms the ship was tossed up and 

down and eventually straightened out, but broken across the deck at 

her weakest point. In time this break might enlarge. The winter storms 

were brutal and, as I discover later, had a huge impact on the Zambezi 

Patrol Boat too. 

Continuing to explore, I dip back inside the ship and swim over a 

table now covered in oysters and tube worms as a couple of bream 

and a blacktail comber quickly move out of the way. Before heading up 

the line I have time to explore the infirmary between the bridge and 

the gun, just beneath the deck, where a couple of folding beds can be 

viewed and various cupboards. Having entered on the port side I find 

an escape back out starboard. The frigate, like all the wrecks, has been 

well prepared for safe exploration by the Canadian team famous for 

preparing and sinking shipwrecks all over the world, including that of 

our own Scylla. 

The Frigate is the biggest and most impressive of the four wrecks 

The bridge is full of 
encrusting life...

The SubNauta RIB

...and the bow is
disappearing under

marine growth

which make up the Ocean Revival underwater park, the largest in the 

world. The first two wrecks, the Patrol Boat Zambezi and the Corvette 

Oliveira e Carmo, were sunk in the same day in November 2012, the 

frigate in June 2013 and the Hydrographic Corvette three months later. 

To date the project has been a huge success, driven first by Luis Couto 

some seven years ago and helped along today by his incredible staff, 

who work tirelessly from the start of one day to the finish, changing 

over your tank, carrying home your dive gear, washing it and hanging it 

up to dry in a special state-of-the-art drying room. 

They are as passionate about the project as their boss, and frustrated 

like we were to know one big obstacle still needs to be overcome. Back 

on the surface Pedro our skipper asks if I’d seen the fishing net, point-

ing at the fishing boat chugging away from us. Apparently, despite lots 

of promises from the chief of Portimao harbour, the Protected Marine 

Park has yet to be signed off and fishermen are still fishing here. Pedro, 

like us all, is mad, especially as one of his divers was nearly lifted up 

with the nets. I wonder if even a tiny percentage of our seas can ever 

be truly protected - if only the fishermen knew how much good this 

project was for the local fishing industries if they leave this tiny area 



22    Sport Diver    DECEMBER 2014 www.sportdiver.co.uk

“The biologists reckoned the wrecks here are colonising 
at twice the speed of other artificial reefs, such 

a the Scylla off Plymouth in the UK”

There  are even signs 
of marine colonisation 

below decks

Fish swarm around the 
superstructure

Diver ventures inside, being 
careful not to stir up any silt or 

disturb the marine life

alone to provide a nursery and place for fish numbers to recover. 

After an hour or so surface interval we plunge back into the water 

for our second dive, this time on the newest wreck, the Hydrographic 

Corvette. Barely a year submerged but now covered in algae and again, 

like the frigate, teeming with mackerel. Yet to get any real mussel or 

oyster growth, the wreck’s lines are cleaner and she still looks like a 

new wreck, but I really enjoyed exploring her stern where, viewed from 

the side, her modest propeller looked like part of a futuristic stealth 

bomber and, with the visibility a little gloomy, the stern looked almost 

eerie. The superstructure and her large crane were also very photo-

genic and up above 20m, the water seems to warm and the visibility 

improves with almost ten metres vertically.  

The following day I’m descending on to my favourite wreck, the 

Oliveira e Carmo corvette. The Corvette, despite being broken in two 

and its stern now 200 metres away from the bow, is perhaps the most 

attractive of the wrecks and certainly the most covered in life. As I 

reach her bow I find a huge concentration of mussels hanging from her 

railings and outside the bridge, a wheel is covered in more mussels, 

barnacles, hydroids and even sponges, making it look like it has been 

submerged for a lot longer than two years! The waters around here are 

within a transition zone between the Atlantic and the Mediterranean 

environment, with several oceanic currents bringing a huge variety of 

marine life and deep water nutrients. Biologists recently visiting this 

wreck have commented on the speed of colonisation as quite breath-

taking. I jealously heard reports of the stern section, which is very rarely 

dived, having a garden of gorgonian fans approaching a foot in height. 

The biologists reckoned the wrecks here are colonising at twice the 

speed of other artificial reefs, such as the Scylla off Plymouth in the UK.

Heading past the bridge and down towards the back of the wreck, 

I swim past a storage rack on the deck. The growth of mussels is un-

believable; the railing are covered from top to bottom and swimming 

through the engine room to another small room next to the propeller 

shaft I find a beautiful peacock worm attached to some protective 

meshing. Exiting I swim right to the area where the ship broke in two 

and her stern broke away. Thinking about how the two parts ended up 

200 metres away reminds me of a dive I’d had here last year, where the 

force of the swell and current were immense. Although for the most 

part diving here is safe and relatively easy, on occasion it can be quite 

frightening and advanced stuff. You need to always be aware of the 

power of the sea and show it respect.  

There is plenty for 
photographers and 
videographers



UK Contact
Paul Hughes
0 1722 780810
E: info@hiddendepthsdivetours.com
www.hiddendepthsdivetours.com

facebook.com/subnauta  ·  www.subnauta.pt

The Ocean Revival Underwater Park, unique in the world, consists of a fleet of 

Portuguese Navy ships. It is made up of four ships sunk three miles from Portimão 

as their last act of service to Portugal: the Oliveira e Carmo corvette (85 metres 

long), the Zambeze ocean patrol (45 metres long), the Almeida Carvalho 

hydrographic corvette (45 metres long) and the jewel in the crown, the 

Hermenegildo Capelo admiral frigate, which is more than 100 metres long.

Diving Packages: Contact Subnauta to find out about the packages that has been 

set up with the main hotels within a short distance of the diving centre in order to 

make your stay even more comfortable and at the most competitive prices.

the destination
of choice
for diving

ALGARVE, POORRRRTTTUUUGGGAAAAAALLLLLLL
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The great thing about diving these wrecks is because of their posi-

tion - with the exception of the Zambezi - sitting upright with their 

masts and superstructure reaching up to just 16m, so you can work 

your way up provided the current isn’t too strong and spend the last 

part of your dive in shallower water, with the triggerfish, bream and 

mackerel.  

While the Frigate, Corvette and Hydrographic ship are still sitting 

proudly vertical, the Zambezi is listed almost right over on her side, 

resting on a limestone ridge. Being the nearest to the shore, it seems to 

suffer from poor visibility and due to much of the wreck lying deeper, it 

is a more-advanced dive. The day we dived her we could barely see two 

to three metres, which was a pity but what I discovered was how close 

she lies to the most-spectacular gorgonian garden with multi-coloured 

fans several feet high. The current was ripping when we dived here so 

my brief vista to this garden was all too short, but it gives me some-

thing to look forward to diving when I return again soon to see these 

wrecks’ continued development into one of the most-unique underwa-

ter playgrounds for divers. �

Gavin Anderson dived the Ocean Revival wrecks with SubNauta 
(www.subnauta.com)

Diver exploring the 
coral-covered bridge

Diver heads up the 
superstructure



TAKE THE CHALLENGE! 
MAKE A PRO INTERNSHIP: 

CHOOSE ALPHA DIVERS...

PADI 5� INSTRUCTOR DEVELOPMENT  
& TEC REC CENTRE

www.alpha-divers.com

info@alpha-divers.com
+357: 24647519 - 99866383

THE Zenobia 
Wreck 

Specialists

@ The Awesome Zenobia Wreck + 8 other Wrecks  
available to dive around the Cyprus coast

@ Specialist Wreck & Tec Dives
@ Re-breather friendly

@ Fantastic packages available & all-inclusive:  
UK flight, accommodation, diving & all transfers

@ Retail shop on site
@ Our own large 22 capacity dive boat + 8 man rib



Join the world’s 
biggest diving club

Become part of one 
big global family

The PADI Diving Society has been in exist-
ence since 1997, and from humble begin-
nings has grown substantially, within a few 
years reaching the heady heights of ‘world’s 
biggest diving club’. With membership now 
standing at over 180,000 keen, active divers 
across the planet, the PADI Diving Society 
represents a formidable ‘tribe’.
Now all three sectors of the PADI Diving 
Society - Americas, Asia-Pacific and Europe, 
Middle East and Africa - have moved from 
been connected but fractured, uniting 
under a global banner and becoming one 
entity, with a unified approach and single 
magazine title reaching all members, every-
where. The magazines in each region will be 
targeted at their members, with reports and 
features on dive sites throughout their turf, 
plus tantalising glimpses of what lies across 
the world. Benefits and Society partners 
will also remain regional, but there is now 
the opportunity for a global focus, giving 
PADI Diving Society members the chance 
to make great savings wherever they travel 
through the scuba world.

NEWS
SIMON SAYS...
Simon R Chance, manager, PADI Diving Society, and executive, 

PADI Retailer and Resort Associations

DIGITAL DELIGHTS
Coincidentally - since, as we go to press, I am 

currently awaiting delivery of an iPhone 6 to 

replace my aging 4S - I have received an inter-

nal missive from colleagues who have been 

working hard on a raft of digital-world offer-

ings for PADI divers and students, so I thought 

this might be a good opportunity to share 

some of this news with you, dear reader: 

NEW PADI APP’
The revamped PADI App’ offers many new and 

improved features, addressing some direct 

requests and adding some new features we’ve 

been developing along the way. Look out for 

a new Dive Shop Locator with integration to 

ScubaEarth® dive sites; Info on top Dive Des-

tinations; PADI Social and News feeds; direct 

access for PADI eLearning and the new Touch 

offerings; tools such as digital tables, a dive 

signal reference guide, dive planning check-

lists and reminders; ScubaEarth synchronised 

dive logs; and direct access to PADI gear™, 

PADI eCards™ and the PADI Pros’ site (where 

applicable!). Download from the App Store 

or Google Play or, if you already have the last 

version, just update!

PADI REACTIVATE™
Developed by popular request, and offered 

as a ‘PADI Touch’ (tablet-optimised) experi-

ence, ReActivate is an engaging, prescriptive 

refresher for scuba principles and procedures, 

including a review of skills for practical demon-

stration and review with your PADI Pro.

PADI LIBRARY & PADI TOUCH™ PRODUCTS
The latest version of the PADI Library for 

Apple devices 

includes digital 

dive planners, an 

Intro to the full 

PADI Open Water 

Touch learning/

reference materi-

als, PADI ReAc-

tivate and the 

fascinating new 

‘PADI Equipment 

Specialist Touch’ 

experience - full 

of interesting information on all our diving 

‘toys’, and perfect if you’re taking a PADI Equip-

ment Specialist programme this winter! We’ve 

updated everything to reflect recent iOS8 

changes so, if you’re running iOS8, delete your 

old PADI library and replace it with the latest 

version, to download the latest Touch products 

and retain the best user experience possible. 

PADI SINGLE SIGN-ON (SSO)
Tired of losing your log-ins? Cursing your 

credential count? The PADI SSO authentication 

process will access many PADI applications or 

websites with one eMail/password credential 

set, saving time and effort - and frustration at 

having to remember different credentials for 

each process. Some divers, including those 

with PADI eCard™ accounts, have already 

been upgraded to PADI SSO accounts - and, of 

course, if you forget the UN/PW combo, there’s 

an easy re-set system.

 

Take a peek at PADI’s latest digital offerings, 

and let us know what you think!
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NEW
S

A PADI dive school has helped usher in a new 

set of divers, but what makes it unique is that 

the group comprised of no less than three 

generations of the same family.

Steve Bateman, of Pro Scuba dive school, said 

it was the first time in his 15-year teaching 

experience that he had ever taught so many 

people from within the same family. “It’s very 

unusual, to say the least,” he said.

Ex-Marine Jim Gaskell had signed up for a 

PADI Open Water Diver course because his son 

Jacob, 11, wanted to get into the sport. Then 

Jim’s 41-year-old sister Kirsten announced she 

was joining them, before finally their 68-year-

old mother Molly also took the plunge.

What made the whole thing even more 

impressive is the fact that Molly was diagnosed 

with breast cancer in 2013 and was only given 

the all-clear earlier this year. And it seems like 

there is no stopping her. Now she is a qualified 

PADI Open Water Diver, her next challenge is 

to learn to ski!

www.proscuba.co.uk

Another three ‘special mentions’ for some 

of our latest PADI Master Scuba Divers this 

month:

Firstly, step forward Donald Selby of Milton 

Keynes, Buckinghamshire, whose diving 

path has threaded through such exotic 

destinations as Bahrain, Thailand and, for his 

PADI Master Scuba Diver certification this 

July, Indonesia.

Congratulations also to Rowan Salger, who 

contacted me directly looking for an address 

to send in his completed PADI Master Scuba 

Diver application, having had an equally 

exotic time of things enroute to certification 

with Japan and Australia featuring in his 

logbook. This seems a good opportunity to 

note that contact details for all PADI offices 

can be found on our new-look website at: 

www.padi.com, with links in both the upper 

and lower menu bars.

Finally, a warm personal note of congratula-

tion to Andrew Newton of Shipham, Somer-

set, to whom I owe a note of public apology 

as his PADI Diving Society membership card 

had not reached him even after multiple 

attempts. I am pleased to say that our latest 

attempt was confirmed successful and, in 

correspondence, it turns out Andrew also 

recently completed his PADI Master Scuba 

Diver programme. Again, this seems a good 

opportunity to note that if you have lost, or 

not received, your Society membership card, 

please let me know directly and I will be very 

pleased to look out a replacement for you 

- and if you want to know more about the 

programme, visit: http://tinyurl.comPADI-
MasterDiver for information.

Congratulations Andrew, Donald and 

Rowan, and to all PADI Master Scuba Divers 

out there - dive safe!

LEADING THE
WAY

IT’S A FAMILY AFFAIR

With more than 40 years experience, over 135,000 PADI professionals and more than 6,000 dive shops and resorts worldwide, PADI 

training materials and services let you experience scuba diving from nearly anywhere. Scuba diving with PADI instructors, dive centres 

and resorts can help transform your life through education, experience, equipment and environmental conservation.

Did you know?

STUCK FOR A CHRISTMAS GIFT?
Why not treat that special someone in your 

life to a gift that keeps giving - a membership 

to the PADI Diving Society. They will receive a 

12-month membership to the world’s biggest 

diving club, opening up doors to a host of 

money-saving discounts, offers and deals with 

equipment manufacturers, PADI dive centres, 

clothing companies and many more, as well 

as the opportunity to join in with exclusive 

members-only events, such as the Total Sub-

mersion divefest in Grand Cayman and other 

dive-orientated vacations to the Pacific and 

Southeast Asia.

They will also get a 12-month subscription to 

this very magazine as part of their member-

ship package, keeping them inspired for their 

next dive trip, or lusting after the newest bit of 

shiny dive kit.

For the latest membership/subscription offers, 

check out page 32.
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About the movement
Project AWARE Foundation is a growing movement of scuba divers protecting the ocean planet – 

one dive at a time. Over the past two decades of underwater conservation we’ve learned that divers 

are true leaders in ocean protection. We’re ocean heroes numbering in the millions across the globe. 

We believe together our actions will make a huge impact and will help to rescue the ocean.

Flying the banner of Project AWARE Dive against 

Debris once again, the staff and students of Not-

tingham Trent University embarked on another 

trip to Mauritius during March/April of this year.

The ongoing work of Mr Graham Shelbourne 

and Dr Nicholas Ray through the use of both 

terrestrial and marine transects around the area 

of Blue Bay in Mauritius has seen a great impact 

in the efforts of the locals in the area over the 

last few years. The implementation of regular 

patrols by the Beach Authority in Blue Bay to 

collect marine debris has enabled the local com-

munity to keep abreast of the ongoing plastic 

pollution issues in the area. The Mauritian NGO 

Eco-Sud under ‘the Lagon Bleu project’ has been 

advertising for assistance in the regular clean-

ups of all the beach areas around Blue Bay and 

the mangrove areas around Point D’Esny.

The marine research work carried out over the 

two weeks by Nottingham Trent University, 

with the assistance of the divers at Coral Diving 

Centre (La Preskil), was once again a great suc-

cess and special thanks go to Mukesh Buldewa 

(PADI Course Director) and Christophe Bauluck 

(PADI Master Scuba Diver Trainer). As in previous 

years the debris collected from both terrestrial 

and marine areas were then taken back to base 

to be identified and recorded.

This year, however, the planned Dive Against 

Debris survey was perceived to be an easier job 

than in previous years due to the work of the 

Beach Authority and their regular patrols. Easier 

in the sense that less debris was found and 

Hammerheads, threshers, silkies, reef 

manta, devil rays and sawfish are all 

migratory species meaning they move 

through national and international wa-

ters. Although some species may be pro-

tected in one country, they’re unlikely to 

be protected in all countries through their 

migratory route. For these ocean travel-

lers, international co-operation is vital. 

Last month, Project AWARE had a big op-

portunity to help make change for migra-

tory sharks and rays - one that only comes 

along once every three years. The 11th 

Meeting of the Conference of the Parties 

to the Convention on the Conservation 

of Migratory Species (CMS) took place 

in Quito, Ecuador during 3-9 November. 

Throughout October, we rallied support 

from people like you, our dive centres and 

our dive community.  We worked behind 

the scenes, preparing fact sheets for CMS 

delegates and identifying countries that 

are supportive and not so supportive of 

the proposals to list 21 species of rays and 

sharks on the CMS Appendices. During 

CMS CoP11, we joined partner NGOs on 

the ground in Ecuador and urged CMS 

Parties to commit to regional protections 

for the proposed shark and ray spe-

cies. We thank all divers who joined us 

and added their voice to the campaign 

through various channels. I look forward 

to reporting on the outcomes for CMS 

CoP11 in the next issue.

MY OCEAN

NEWS
DOMINO ALBERT, MANAGER PROJECT 
AWARE EUROPE, MIDDLE EAST AND AFRICA

By Dr Nicholas Ray, Nottingham Trent University

University students Dive Against Debris in Mauritius

Give back to the ocean
The ocean provides food, regulates our climate, 

gives us oxygen and acts as our planet’s life 

support system - with every breath, we’re 

connected to the ocean. To kick off the holiday 

season, we pause to give thanks to all our 

volunteer divers who protect the ocean planet, 

one dive at a time. 

This year, we invite you to give back to the 

ocean on #GivingTuesday, 2 December, a glo-

bal campaign encouraging people to give their 

time, money or voice to charity on one day. By 

making this special day a day to give back to 

the ocean, your support will help secure pro-

tections for the world’s 

most-vulnerable sharks 

and rays and protect 

ocean wildlife from the 

onslaught of marine debris.

Ocean protection depends on all of our actions, 

large and small. Investing in the ocean protects 

our planet and lets the dive adventure live on. 

Donate or fundraise for ocean protection to 

fuel the grassroots action and policy change 

necessary to ensure a clean, healthy ocean 

planet. Visit projectaware.org to make a dona-

tion and give back to the ocean we all love!

more volunteers 

came on board 

to help with the 

clean-up and data 

collection.

Nottingham Trent 

University worked 

in conjunction 

with Lagon Bleu 

and the Mauritius 

Underwater Group 

(MUG) and this year took an even greater ‘dive’ 

deeper into the debris clean-up with the volun-

teers from Mauritius Underwater Group armed 

with cylinders and dive kit. This enabled both 

members of the Mauritius Underwater Group 

and dive-qualified members of Nottingham 

Trent University (Dr Nicholas Ray and Joseph 

Heard) to explore the deeper aquatic regions 

of the Marine Protected Area (MPA) in Blue Bay 

and salvage waste that had never been able to 

be salvaged in previous clean-up attempts.

In total 30 people participated in the Dive 

Against Debris and over 80 percent of the debris 

collected was of plastic origins. A grand total of 

241.10kg of waste was collected in bin liners, 

but a grand total in the region of 400kg was 

obtained from the various bits of marine litter 

and jetsam too big for the disposable mesh 

bags. It was great to see such diverse groups of 

people (a Uni, a dive club and an NGO) coming 

together with one shared goal of cleaning up 

this planet ‘one dive at a time’.
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Xmas 

Aquaviz UTS Pro Core
Low-volume dive mask featuring lightweight and 

scratch-resistant polycarbonate Pro frame, which is 
suitable for virtually all face shapes and sizes, while the 
tempered glass lens is rated for use to technical diving 

depths and gives a broad field of vision. The push-button-
release swivel buckles and high-grade silicone skirt 

provide a comfortable fit.
Like other masks in the Aquaviz range, the UTS Pro Core 
(£54.95) accepts any prescription Inzert, which can just 

be clipped quickly and easily into place.
www.sportviz.com

Blue Ray T-shirts
Blue Ray T-shirts supply and print high-quality screen-printed 

and heat-pressed, 100 percent cotton T-shirts with beautiful 
bespoke designs covering all manner of ocean life. Sharks, 

manta rays, fish and your favourite diving destinations are 
all catered for. And for those who like to stay in the boat, 

we also have a huge range of cult film, exotic cars and 
surfing and beach tees. Don’t forget we are also offering 

free worldwide shipping on orders of four or more and ten 
percent off with the code ‘blueray’.

www.blueraytshirts.com

Exposure Marine
Enhance your next dive with Exposure’s new 
XS100 Series, weighing only 37 grams and just 
over 5cm in length. Tough grip design and 
sealed to 100m encourages use in wet, cold 

environments and the toughest terrain. High 
and low outputs and its compact construction 

make it perfect both in and out of the water. 
Discover the magical world of fluoro diving with the 

powerful blue LED of the XS100-B. Or get that close-up 
night image and protect your night vision with the red beam 

from the XS100-R. All the torches are £64.95 each. For a 15 percent discount, 
enter 15XMAS at checkout (valid until 20.12.14).
www.use1.com/exposure-marine/diving-lights.com

Prism Design 
dive jewellery
Divers love bling; 
whether it’s a tasteful 
bit of chrome 
finishing on the latest 
regs or a particularly 
flattering cut of 
drysuit, we just can’t 
get enough of it. 
Entering the market 
with a bit of a fan fair 
at EUROTEK.2014, 
Prism Design has 
launched a range of titanium jewellery just for 
divers.Designed and manufactured in the UK, 
Prism Design has been producing exclusive 
jewellery for 34 years and has recently turned its 
attentions to the diving market. The pieces in 
the new Ti2 Titanium-branded range are edgy, 
strong and highly durable and include 
pendants, rings, earrings and cufflinks.
Managing Director Barry Millburn said: “We 
work with a lot of sports enthusiasts, 
particularly water based sports, as we handcraft 
every unique item in titanium, a highly resilient 
precious metal which is non-corrosive in sea 
water & chlorine.”The strength & durability of 
titanium means it will not dent or bend, but 
allows for bold custom designs with or without 
gemstones, engraving or colour.
www.ti2titanium.co.uk

Scubapro City Bag
The perfect hand luggage, this backpack is sturdily 

constructed from heavy-duty PVC tarpaulin 
material, and features padded straps and carry 
handle, a waist strap for added support during 
more-arduous walks or climbs, and three main 
compartments - one slimline for documents, etc, 
one more-spacious section for dive computers, 
cameras, housings and other paraphernalia, and 
one specifically for laptops, with a padded sleeve 
that holds it safe and secure against your back.
There is also a small zippered pocket on the 
front that can hold an MP3 player, and a hole 

through which to thread your headphones.
www.scubapro.co.uk
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Gifts

Diver’s Bling
Diver’s Bling offer a wide variety of marine life 

jewellery and diving gifts for all ocean enthusiasts. 
Our fine crafted treasures and wearable art are all 
designed and hand-sculpted by a few select artists 

and conservationists from the diving world. At 
Diver’s Bling we try to give accurate representations 

of some of the most-fascinating animals and fish 
from our oceans with our jewellery, and so we have 
created the Diver’s Bling collection. You can share 

above water what you experience underwater.
www.divers-bling.com

GoPro HERO4
GoPro, enabler of some of today’s most immersive and 
engaging content, has unveiled the HERO4, the highest 

performance line of capture devices the company has ever 
made. HERO4 is available in two editions, HERO4 Black at 
an RRP of £369.99 and HERO4 Silver at an RRP of £289.99. 

GoPro’s Emmy Award-winning imaging technology 
combines with enhanced ease-of-use and powerful new 

features such as 4K30, 2.7K50 and 1080p120 video capture 
(Black) and built-in touch display convenience (Silver), to 
make it easier than ever for consumers to self capture and 

share stunning, professional quality content
of their favourite experiences.

www.gopro.com

Fourth Element J2 
baselayer

The J2 base layer is the first part of 
Fourth Element’s new Expedition 

Series. Using a unique fabric made 
with silver ions, it is a lightweight, 

compact system based on the 
garments Fourth Element made 
for the US Deep Caving Team’s 
expedition to J2 in Mexico.The 

fabric is bacteriostatic and 
anti-fungal, and the base layer - top 

(SRP: £69.95) and leggings (SRP: 
£69.95) - is designed for extended use 

under a drysuit. Contact points 
against the skin are minimised by a 

unique knit allowing more air to 
circulate next to the skin, yet still 

having enough fibres to wick away 
sweat. The fabric is lightweight and 

packs down to next to nothing.
www.fourthelement.com

Nick O’Neill Art
Bring home the magic of 
the ocean with original 
artwork from Nick 
O’Neill. Nick’s stunning 
modern paintings feature 
all kinds of marine life, 
from sharks to reef fish, in 
a huge variety of sizes and 
colours to suit all spaces. 
The perfect gift for any 
diver, with originals starting 
from just £300 and prints 

from £45, or commission a special piece just for you to 
relive a favourite diving memory.  

Prawno Apparel kids
Perfect for little water babies are the new 

Little Turtles babygros and Toddler T-shirts 
from Prawno Apparel. Designed by Lia 

Barrett and hand-printed, these little 
Hawksbill Turtles were photographed 
around the Simian Islands, Thailand. 
Babygros are available in sizes 0-6m, 
6-12m and 12-18m, and the toddler 

T-shirts from two to six years. Prices 
range from £14.95-£17.95.

www.prawnoapparel.co.uk 
(with code FREEP&P for free 

UK shipping)



How many of Bonaire’s 89 world-famous dives 
can one diver possibly hit? REBECCA STRAUSS 

spent a week trying to find out
Photographs by JENNIFER O’NEIL

EASYdoes it
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T his tiny, arid, boomerang-shaped island makes it easy: Miles of 

coastline offer 63 dive sites, most of them accessible by shore. 

Nestled into the crook of the boomerang is Klein Bonaire, an 

even-tinier uninhabited island ringed by 26 more sites accessible by 

boat. As I grab my rental pick-up truck, complete with a tank rack in the 

bed, I realise I’ve got my work cut out for me.

I check in at the famed Buddy Dive Resort, which lives and breathes 

all things diving, and has one feature in particular I can’t wait to experi-

ence - a drive-through tank-fill station where used tanks are exchanged 

for full ones, all from the comfort of the driver’s seat. But first things 

first. In 1979, the prescient Bonaire government established both Wash-

ington Slagbaai National Park and Bonaire National Marine Park, which 

protect Bonaire’s slice of the sea from the high-water mark to 60m in 

depth all around the island, a total of 6,672 acres of glorious water. And 

before each visitor’s checkout dive, he or she must attend a national-

park orientation, pay a fee and get a token, which attaches to the BCD 

like a talisman.

My orientation complete, I meet up with photographer and Alabama 

native Jen O’Neil and local Divemaster Nolly Thode, my dive buddies 

for the week. O’Neil has a house on the island and a private Newton 

dive boat, which she owns with her dad; the boat is perfect for whisk-

ing us to Bonaire’s sites. Like everyone I meet this week, Jen was drawn 

to the island because of the spectacular underwater landscape, which 

I’m anxious to see for myself. We jump in for our checkout on Buddy’s 

house reef, which starts at about 5m. We drift lazily down to it over 

plentiful soft corals and sea fans, and immediately I spot trumpetfish, 

The Hilma Hooker prop 
is smothered in
marine growth

The reefs are in a 
pristine condition

“There are no long drives, no long boat rides; I picked up 
my tanks at the Buddy drive-through and walked right 

into the water. I dived when I wanted and where 
I wanted - everywhere and all the time”

honeycomb cowfish and a pair of French angelfish, which seem to be 

eyeing us as intently as we are them.

Our second dive from the dock is just as satisfying, over a sloping un-

derwater hill covered in brain and elkhorn coral, purple tube sponges 

and schools of curious jacks. For our third and fourth dives of the day, 

we motor over to Klein Bonaire on the Newton, and hit Carl’s Hill and 

Nearest Point - two more superlative sites. And though they’re no mar-

quee species, I spot a cadre of my favourite reef dwellers: sweet little 

spotted trunkfish, whose pursed lips seem perpetually to be sucking 

on lemons. Maybe it’s the dusky sunlight hitting the reef, the flat sea, or 

the rainbow of orange and purple tube sponges and fairy basslets, but 

it’s going to be tough to beat this first day. Four dives down, 85 to go.

On the second day, we hop on Jen’s Newton - complete with bean-

bags for surface intervals - and head south, hugging the coastline. We 

pass through the Kralendijk harbour, filled with sailboats sporting Ger-

man, Norwegian  and Venezuelan flags. Buildings on shore are painted 

sunny yellows and sherbet oranges, and owe their Dutch architecture 

to Bonaire’s long history as part of the Netherlands. Though the Dutch 

Antilles was dissolved in 2010, the island is still a Dutch municipality, as 

any visitor can attest to based solely on the sheer quantity of après-dive 

Heinekens and Amstels available.

But first, we dive. Salt City is a part of the southern double-reef 

system where parallel reefs are separated by a sand channel. We drop 



“I arrived on Bonaire with a singular mission:
To pack my logbook with as many dives as possible

over the course of a one-week trip”

in by boat on the inner reef, and head to around 21m over the second 

reef. We fin over a sandy bottom filled with garden eels that sway like 

crooked index fingers, but the highlight is a free-swimming green mo-

ray eel, at least five feet long, with a chip on his shoulder - it noses Jen’s 

camera more than once and follows us for ten minutes, as if escorting 

us from his patch of real estate. Chastised, we surface and motor to our 

next site, Salt Pier.

Other than diving, the biggest industry in Bonaire is salt: Cargill 

operates huge salt pans on the island’s southwest tip, tinted pink from 

the brine shrimp that live in the water. Ships tie up on the pier to haul 

salt to the East Coast of the US for winter roads, but when no ships are 

at the pier, a dive at Salt Pier is a must. We drop in at the southernmost 

pilings and fin north at about 10m. Every piling is patrolled by at least 

20 sergeant majors, each guarding a purple egg patch the size of a din-

ner plate. I take wicked delight in seeing how close I can get before the 

little guys go on the offensive. The underwater hit parade continues as 

we spy a school of tarpon and a green sea turtle.

Soft corals and 
sponges compete
for real estate

Boat dives are
available alongside
the shore diving

Octopus

After lunch, we head north again through Kralendijk to 1,000 Steps, 

famed as much for the entry and exit as the undersea topography. 

The steps from the parking lot to the beach actually number 71, but 

supposedly feel like 1,000 on the way back up - I’ll never know, because 

we’re cheating and diving the site by boat. It’s here that Jen and Nolly 

last spotted one of the island’s two resident manta rays, a pair that 

cruises up and down the west coast teasing divers. We don’t see them 

on the dive, but we do spot plenty of the usual reef residents.

It’s midweek too soon, and I’m reviewing my checklist the next 

morning. Eight dives so far - this pace just won’t do. I wonder if I can 

somehow see two sites on one dive. I spend each of the following three 

mornings boat diving, first with Buddy Dive, then with Toucan Diving 

and Wannadive Bonaire. Each of the mornings is a blur of beauty: We 

visit Forest on Klein, with its black coral and orange elephant ears; and 

La Dania’s Leap in the north, where a pod of dolphins follows our boat 

and surfs playfully in the wake. A manta ray taunts me by gliding near 

shore just minutes after I’ve boarded the boat - only after I’ve removed 

my BCD. We dive Joanne’s Sunchi, which means ‘kiss’ in Papiamento, 

and Sampler on Klein. That afternoon, I’m charmed once again by the 

simplicity of diving on Bonaire, the ultimate DIY dive experience. The 

road is filled with other pick-ups, each of them holding happy divers 

who can decide when and where to dive by simply pulling over at sites 



The best of
Turks and Caicos Islands
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
BONAIRE

HOW TO GET THERE
There are direct flights from Holland, and the Schiphol 
airport is served by hopper flights from many regional 
UK airports. You can also travel via the USA, but this is 
a long option from the UK.

WHEN TO VISIT
You can dive Bonaire all year round. A 3mm full suit or 
shortie is more than adequate in the summer, but a 
5mm full suit is probably advisable in the winter or if 
you are planning on banging in a lot of dives. 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
A valid passport with six months left to expiry.

CURRENCY
US dollar (£1 = $1.60).

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
There is a vast array of eateries within Kralendijk, but 
most of the resorts have at least one bar/restaurant 
within their grounds, so you will be spoilt for choice 
while out and about diving.

VERDICT
Bonaire really is the shore-diving capital of the world, 
and the quality of the diving, the friendliness of the 
island and the ease of dive-site access makes it a must-
visit destination for avid divers of all levels.

Dive highlights
Hilma Hooker - Bonaire’s signature wreck doesn’t disappoint. From shore, 

divers fin over the reef before the ship appears on its starboard side in 

30m of water.

Salt Pier - The pilings of Salt Pier burst with life, from encrusting sponges 

and coral to sergeant majors and schooling tarpon.

Sharon’s Serenity - Plentiful whip corals, lots of fish life and two

converging currents make this site anything but serene.

whose entry points are marked by iconic yellow-painted stones.

At Something Special, a shore dive in downtown Kralendijk, we walk 

into chest-deep water on the sandy bottom. Almost as soon as our 

masks hit the water, an eagle ray glides by over the sand. And again, the 

manta ray teases me, gliding through the harbour downtown not three 

metres from the shore where we walk after surfacing. Over lunch on the 

harbour front, our little group discusses what’s realistic for my last two 

days underwater. Still to come today is a dive at the Hilma Hooker, the 

island’s signature wreck. Sunk in 30m of water in 1984, Nolly tells me 

it was a drug-smuggling ship with false bulkheads filled with tons of 

marijuana. Though less illicit today, a visit to the ship is no less exciting. 

When we tie up on one of the two moorings, the parking lot on shore 

is filled with pick-ups. Those diving the wreck from shore first have a 

five-minute swim over a sandy bottom, but can drop down over the 

first of the double reefs as they make their way to the wreck, which lies 

between the reefs on its starboard side. As we descend on the mooring 

line to the stern, the ship’s enormous hull comes into view. Though it 

was towed to this spot to be sunk, only a little of the interior was made 

safe for penetration, so we limit our dive to the superstructure.

Even with so many amazing dives behind me, there’s one more site 

I must dive to consider my mission complete. Before 11 September, 

dives on the City Pier in Kralendijk were common - not so after. Divers 

must get the harbour master’s permission and dive the large structure 

with a Divemaster, both of which Jen had secured prior to my arrival. 

We make it a dusk dive so we can watch the daytime creatures retreat 

and the night creatures emerge. Scattered in the sand is debris - old 

tires, bottles, cans - but within each of these cast-offs, fish make their 

homes. I see eels, juvenile spotted drums, jacks and French angelfish. 

And when night falls, decorator crabs and mating shovelnose lobster 

appear among the pilings, which look like an eerie underwater forest in 

the gathering dark. Later that evening, I pop into Paradise Moon on the 

Kralendijk waterfront for dinner. Amy the bartender sets me up with a 

piña colada and a veggie curry, and I’m soon chatting with affable Tex-

an owners Pam and Karl Perpich about - what else? - diving. Isn’t it hard 

to get away from the restaurant to go diving, I ask? “That’s the thing on 

Bonaire,” says Pam. “You’ve got two hours off and you say, ‘Let’s go!’”

Thinking back on my week, it was just that easy. There are no long 

drives, no long boat rides; I picked up my tanks at the Buddy drive-

through and walked right into the water. I dived when I wanted and 

where I wanted - everywhere and all the time. And though 18 dives 

in five days won’t break any underwater records, it was a beguiling 

introduction to an island where the most-difficult choice is which site 

to visit next. �

Schooling fish 





E
ver heard the explanation that 

they’re blue because the blood in 

veins is deoxygenated and that 

we don’t ever observe blue blood 

because it is immediately oxidised 

upon contact with air? Deoxygenated blood 

is in veins, but that is not the reason it’s blue. 

Deoxygenated blood is a dark maroon red, 

rather than the scarlet red of arterial blood, 

and the red colour stems from the complex 

that’s formed between haemoglobin, iron, 

and oxygen. This complex mainly absorbs 

blue and green light, leaving behind primarily 

just red wavelengths for our eyes to detect. 

However, even when blood is largely depleted 

of oxygen, it is never actually blue. In surgery, 

veins within the body do not appear blue 

either. So, not only is blood not blue, veins 

on their own aren’t either. ‘Blue veins’ are a 

phenomenon unique to the skin.

Skin does not absorb much light at any wave-

length, making it look white (depending on 

how much melanin is present, of course, mak-

ing this discussion only really relevant to peo-

ple with lighter skin). However, blue light does 

not penetrate the skin as well as red light. 

If a vessel is very near the 

surface of the skin, almost all 

blue light is absorbed by the 

vessel, so even though only 

about 1/4 of the red light 

is reflected, the ratio of red 

light reflected to blue light 

reflected is about 10:1. This 

vessel appears red.

If the vessel is deeper (about 

0.5 mm or more), not as 

much blue or red light will 

be absorbed. Importantly, 

this effect will be more pro-

nounced on blue light than 

on red light since blue light doesn’t penetrate 

skin very well (the ratio of red light reflected 

to blue light reflected is about 3:2 or less). 

This is the case for the ‘blue veins’ observed in 

skin and in cyanosis, it’s the continued relative 

change towards the blue end of the light 

spectrum that gives the impression of a blue 

tinge to the skin.

So the real reason why veins appear blue is 

that veins are the only vessels we can observe 

through the skin and this is because veins 

are larger, have thinner walls, and are more 

superficial than arteries. Therefore, if you were 

wealthy enough not to work in the fields, your 

skin remained lighter, your veins were easier 

to see and you were considered to have blue 

blood. So why can blood look green underwa-

ter? Again, it’s all about the ratio of reflected 

light, that we see, and absorbed light, that 

we don’t see. Essentially blood absorbs blue 

light and water absorbs red light, leaving only 

green light to be seen! �

Dive Doctor
Doctor Oliver Sykes explains why veins can look blue
Dr Oliver Sykes is an experienced PADI Divemaster with nearly 20 years experience under the surface, logging 

dives in the UK, Red Sea, Zanzibar, Australia, Greece, Spain and the Caribbean, as well as spending three months 

with Coral Cay Conservation in Belize.

He qualified as a doctor in 2000, spent a year working full-time at the renowned DDRC in Plymouth 

in 2002/2003, and has written and run a Royal Society of Medicine course for doctors on diving medicine. He is 

approved for sport diving and HSE medicals, as well as giving advice on all diving problems.

All views expressed in this column are the personal opinions of Dr Oliver Sykes. You must consult your own doctor if you have any doubts about your physical or 

mental ability to dive.

Why are veins blue?
Red blood cells
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The Dive Doctor is sponsored by
Divers Emergency Service UK, London Hyperbaric Medicine, 

Whipp’s Cross University Hospital   Tel (Enquiries): 020 8539 1222  Emergencies: 07 999 292 999

Email: mail@londonhyperbaric.com  Website: www.diversemergencyservice.co.uk and www.londonhyperbaric.com

Your Q&A Session with Doctor Oli
Q:  Why is the sky blue? 
A:  Different colours have different wavelengths and blue 

light has the shortest wavelengths and is scattered more by 

the atmosphere. Therefore, we see more of it.

Q:  Why is the grass green?
A:  Grass contains chlorophyll, which is a cellular organelle 

that harnesses light energy to split carbon dioxide and 

water, which recombine to form sugar, which is the basic 

energy source for all living things. Chlorophyll absorbs red 

and blue light, but less green light, which is therefore what 

we see.

Q:  Are there any drugs that turn blood green?
A:  Sulfhaemoglobinaemia is a rare condition in which there 

is excess sulfhaemoglobin in the blood. The pigment is a 

greenish derivative of haemoglobin and can be caused by 

overdosing on medications that contain sulphonamides.

Q:  Why does the octopus have green blood?
A:  Octopus blood contains the copper-rich protein blue/

green haemocyanin for transporting oxygen. Although less 

efficient under normal conditions than the iron-rich haemo-

globin of vertebrates, in cold conditions with low oxygen 

pressure, haemocyanin oxygen transportation is more 

efficient than haemoglobin oxygen transportation. Rather 

similar to the story of Mr Spock!

Q:  Why does a rainbow not include pink?
A:  A rainbow occurs when rain splits light into its constitu-

ent colours, like prism, but the visible light spectrum does 

not contain all the colours that the human eyes and brain 

can distinguish. Colours such as pink or magenta are absent 

because they can be made only by a mix of multiple wave-

lengths. Colours containing only one wavelength are seen in 

a rainbow and are therefore called pure colours or spectral 

colours.

Octopus have

green blood
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Dave Hope looms out of the 
murk of Wraysbury on his 

Explorer eSCR



Hardcore recreational open-circuit diver DAVE HOPE takes his first tentative steps 
into the bubble-free world of rebreathers via a Hollis Explorer.

Will he be a convert?
Photographs by MARK EVANS

Hollis Director of Training
Matt Robinson was in
charge of the trydives

WORLD
A WHOLE NEW
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“No matter what type of diving you do, pre-dive safety 
checks are important; under tuition these checks only took 

about 15 minutes and once familiar with the unit could 
probably be completed in about ten minutes, 

so hardly much of an inconvenience”

Dave runs through his 
pre-dive checks

Dave returns from his 
first rebreather dive

I t was a phone call from this magazine’s esteemed editor that start-

ed the adventure - could I make myself available to try out the Hollis 

Explorer, and if so I needed to get to Heathrow. After spending a 

few hours wondering which exotic global location he was sending me 

to and digging out my passport, he rang a second time and cleared the 

matter up. It was not a location from Heathrow, it was Wraysbury near 
Heathrow and, I hasten to add, not on one of its better days for weather 

and vis. Still, it was an opportunity not to be missed for this dyed-in-

the-wool open circuit, mainly single-cylinder diver. I have always been 

dubious of rebreathers of all types, the combination of lime, micro-

chips, circuit boards and their natural enemy water - and the ability of 

some divers to push their luck just a little too far - had kept me away. 

Having tried the Explorer and completed a course, Mark was certain 

it would be the converting of me. I, on the other hand, maintained a 

healthy scepticism.

At this point it is only fair to inform any techie divers the rest of this 

item is probably not for you (feel free to skip this article with my bless-

ing and pop to the Tech Diver section at the back of this month’s mag), 

so I’d like to clear up what the Explorer isn’t. It is not a unit designed to 

go to great depths for long periods with deco stops and using gases 

other than up to 40 percent nitrox. There are other units designed for 

that and to compare those with an Explorer is like comparing chalk and 

cheese. They are different things for different divers.

So what is an Explorer? To put it quite simply, it is a hybrid cross be-

tween a closed-circuit rebreather and a semi-closed circuit rebreather, 

designed for divers who want to get the maximum they can from their 

given bottom times at a depth dictated by the gas mix in the cylinder 

(max 40 percent nitrox), all wrapped up in a very neat, well-made unit 

(with a hint of Star Wars styling) that has been designed to make it 

simple to assemble, check it is ready to use and then dive as safely as it 

is possible to.

On arrival, after a bacon butty and a cup of tea courtesy of Hollis (if 

only every day of diving involved free butties and tea), the day started 

with a thorough briefing on the unit’s design, safety features and use 

from Hollis’ Director of Training Matt Robinson. Having demonstrated 

how it all works and the safety checks required before you can get wet 

with an Explorer, it was time for the assembled divers to be split into 

groups. Matt was going to take in groups of two or three of us to run 

through a few basic in-water skills, keep a close eye on us, and lead us 

around on a shallow dive in the murky conditions (how the editor got 

any photos at all in there beats me).

I was in the third group, the one that got in just as the sky blackened, 

the wind picked up and thunder rattled as the rain hammered down. 

It was strangely noticeable that the videographers and photographers 

who had been recording the whole day felt they had enough footage 

and legged it somewhere dry.

Before diving there are the checks to be made to ensure the unit is 

set up correctly and working properly. Our cylinder of absorbent had 

been packed for us, so our first check was to make sure there is a little 

green ‘wodjit’ showing through the casing, to indicate that the cylinder 

of absorbent has been correctly fitted. Next jobs were checking the 

mouthpiece (you don’t want water getting in the absorbent), removing 

the hoses from the mouthpiece and checking the mushroom valves 

within worked properly, then re-assembling it. The Explorer has a built-

in VRX-style computer - you simply switch it on and follow its instruc-

tions. If you complete each step correctly, the display goes green 
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So what else do you need to know?
The price? All new things come at a premium price and the Explorer will 

set you back £4,199 for a whole unit in either wing-and-backplate or 

traditional BCD style. The CO2 sensor is an option and will cost an extra 

£400.

An annual service will cost around £60-£70, and if your O2 sensors are 

past their use-by date then they are £90 each. Other than that it is the cost 

of absorbent and a five-litre nitrox fill.

How long will the absorbent last? About two hours of dive time

How much does it weigh? With a cylinder 13kg, without a cylinder 8.5kg, 

or if you are going on holiday, you can simply take the Life Support 

System (LSS), the computer and your own mouthpiece and rent the rest 

when you get there from a Hollis dive centre.

The sealed micro-chipped wizardry needs charging every so often - that’s 

done via a USB socket from which the software can also be updated. The 

battery takes ten hours to charge and will last around 900 minutes.

What’s the cost of training? Training costs will always vary from one 

dive centre to another and from one training organisation to another. I 

contacted Waterfront Scuba in Essex, who are an approved Hollis training 

centre, and they quoted £750 for the basic course down to a depth of 

18m, and a further £750 for the advanced course, down to 40m. Booking 

both courses brought the price down to £1,200, and a further discount 

was available if you purchased a unit through them.

and you can go onto the next check, if you get the check wrong, the 

check reveals a problem. If you just try and skip the check, the display 

goes red and you can’t proceed any further or dive the unit until you 

have completed each check in the correct order to the satisfaction of its 

micro-chips and sensors.

The Explorer has a system of lights to indicate whether it is safe to 

dive and cleverly you get a little heads-up display that fixes onto the 

mouthpiece so that you can see if the lights stay green and it’s safe 

to dive. Lights also display through the unit itself so that your buddy 

can also see the state of the Explorer’s functionality. Green is good 

to dive, a red light indicates don’t dive or switch to open circuit and 

surface, while flashing blue and green indicates the need to check 

the computer for information. No matter what type of diving you do, 

pre-dive safety checks are important; under tuition these checks only 

took about 15 minutes and once familiar with the unit could probably 

be completed in about ten minutes, so hardly much of an inconven-

ience. Once checked and prepared, the unit will remain ready to go for 

about two hours (the computer may take a little doze during that time, 

but that’s no problem) so no issues there. One slight grumble is that 

the computer screen is not particularly easy to see on the surface in 

daylight, though it was fine in the water.

On a shallow ledge we demonstrated our ability to switch from re-

breather to open circuit by moving a lever on the mouthpiece from up, 

the rebreather position, to down for open circuit, the default position 

in case of any CCR problems. We then performed a hover to show we’d 

got the knack of adjusting our buoyancy, and just got used to breath-

ing on the unit. In water the Explorer fits comfortably on your back and 

if anything feels more comfortable than a single-cylinder traditional 

BCD - the shape of the Explorer means it is streamlined and the cylinder 

being located at the bottom of the unit, sideways mounted, makes for 

a balanced set-up.

So after that and a 30-minute shallow dive, what are the differences 

between this and traditional open circuit other than the obvious lack 

of bubbles and the ability to maximise your bottom times? Firstly, the 

breathe - it’s warmer and very smooth, and you can adjust the breathe 

to suit yourself, but only as part of the pre-dive set-up, not during the 

Dave found the lack of bubble 
noise disconcerting...

...and how different 
it was to control his 
buoyancy

dive. Those of you used to making minor changes to your in-water 

position by taking a slightly deeper or shallower breath will need to get 

used to inflating or deflating your BCD, because altering your breathing 

will not make a difference. 

Am I converted? Hmmm, I have to sit on the fence a bit on this 

one - yes, I really enjoyed the experience, yes, I’d like one, and yes, I’d 

do the course. But buying one is pointless unless your dive buddy has 

something similar, and the Explorer and the training is relatively expen-

sive (not as costly as some similar units though), so one for me and Mrs 

H means things are going to get very costly. Renting is, of course, an 

option. �
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Well, well, well… Having read Andy Torbet’s Finland article in 

the October issue of Sport Diver, I can safely say the Ojamo mine 

is now firmly on my diving radar. I have been fortunate enough 

to dive many great caves/mine complexes over the years; 

Boesmansgat in South Africa and Kobayna mine in Budapest, 

to name but two personal highlights, but Ojamo had was one 

of those places I only really knew from the odd photograph on 

advertisements, and it wasn’t somewhere I never thought of 

diving myself. I can almost imagine myself gliding effortlessly 

down those small tunnels/shafts to explore some of the larger 

chambers on offer, but alas after some research it seems I will 

have to either work for Suunto or get in with some local groups, 

as it isn’t really just open to anyone! Anyway, I really wanted to 

say what a great article it was and it has certainly inspired me to 

pay it a visit, whatever it takes!

Matt Rodgerson, by email 

Ojamo Inspires!
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In recent months I have become, dare I say it, a little bored of 
recreational diving… I love being in the water, diving new sites 
and observing the vast array of marine life we have here in 
UK waters and around the world, but there was no challenge 
anymore. This got me thinking - what if I took up underwater 
photography? That would give me the opportunity to take 
photos of what I saw on each dive and share with my fellow 
dive buddies back at the club. I am not a keen land photogra-
pher by any stretch of the imagination, more of a ‘point-and-
shoot’ kind of guy, but this wasn’t going to deter me from 
getting myself a basic compact camera, housing and strobe, 
hooking it all up and giving it a go. Alongside my new camera 
set-up, I purchased various books by well-regarded underwater 
photographers and, as expected, they offered sage advice on 
the ‘do’s’ and ‘don’ts’ while trying to capture that perfect im-
age. I enjoyed reading Matt’s article last month on the Digital 
Underwater Photography Specialty. I think that is a good place 
to start for me, as like Matt, I am a complete novice. You never 
know, maybe I will be shooting for Sport Diver one day!

John Matthews, by email

UK Photography

Dive computers... Which one?
Hello Sport Diver. I am currently in the market for a new dive 
computer and with so many available in all shapes and sizes I 
am spoilt for choice. Saying that, I am still unsure exactly what 
computer I want to buy.  I dive primarily in the UK (all year round) 
and with my eyesight not the best, ideally I need something 
with a larger screen with the information easily viewable. I am 
a relatively new reader to Sport Diver and I was very interested 
to see your ‘What’s New’ section last month featuring the new 
Suunto EON Steel. This looks like a great choice to me; however, 
I am interested to know what your team uses and if there are 
any worthy rivals to the EON Steel? Any advice would be greatly 
appreciated.

Ryan Harris, by email

Matt: Hi Ryan, I currently dive with a Mares Icon HD 
computer. Why? Because I love the clarity the LCD screen 
offers me in the often murky conditions here in the UK. I 
can clearly see vital bits of information (i.e. safety stop) at 
a glance and it is solidly built, and robust enough to take 
a few knocks in British conditions. The new Suunto EON 
Steel, although I have not dived personally, follows this 
trend and being a brand-new computer brings all the lat-
est technology to the table in a new sleek design.
Other options are available, it is a case of finding what 
works for you.
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A seasoned Philippines traveller, DAVID JONES decided to try 
something different and set about organising a two-centre stay 

in this dive-friendly archipelago
Photographs by DAVID JONES

PHILIPPINES
A • TALE • OF • TWO

I have been to the Philippines several times 

over the years and I have always enjoyed 

the diving. There is a huge variety of 

things to go and see; the Japanese wrecks of 

Coron Bay, Yapak Wall in Boracay, the macro 

life of Apo Reef and Dumaguete, and the 

thresher sharks of Monad Shoal are among 

some of the best dive sites in the world. In 

the past my trips to the Philippines had all 

been about getting somewhere, spending 

two weeks diving myself to a standstill, and 

then flying home with loads of memories 

and photographs. 

But with over 7,000 islands in this beautiful 

and incredibly diverse country, it crossed my 

mind that I might not be making the most of 

it, and risk not getting to some of the destina-

tions that were still on my bucket list.

With this in mind, I set about planning a 

two-centre trip, taking in Busuanga Island 

in Northern Palawan and Puerto Galera in 

Mindoro. They are a significant distance from 

each other, with Northern Palawan around an 

hour and half flying time or 24 hours by ferry 

from Manila, and Mindoro Island about three 

hours away by car and ferry. The important  

thing, when running two-centre trips, is try-

ing to minimise travel time and making sure 

that you don’t actually spend too much time 

in places you don’t want to be; getting the 

logistics right was the key to success and the 

best financial deal may not be the determin-

ing factor. A fairly convoluted planning proc-

ess started to evolve… 



A HIDDEN 
WORLD.

Add depth to your life

Learn to dive with Divestyle, the diving professionals
www.divestyle.co.uk

DISCOVER 
& EXPLORE
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Clownfish

“With this in mind, I set about planning a two-centre trip, 
taking in Busuanga Island in Northern Palawan 

and Puerto Galera in Mindoro”

In a nutshell, the cheapest international flight I could find was with Phil-

ippines Airlines, flying into Manila, but none of the international flights 

got into Manila early enough in the day to make the connecting flight 

to Busuanga. Neither would it be early enough to be able to trek to 

the port and jump on the overnight ferry to Coron Town in Busuanga. 

The ferry would enable us to make the most of the generous 46kg of 

weight allowance on Philippine Airlines, however, departure time was 

4pm and a 24-hour journey meant ‘wasting’ a day at sea and a day in 

Manila. In fact, the whole notion of spending 48 hours on a ferry during 

this two-week jaunt pretty much discounted it as an option straight 

away. That meant the only option was a domestic flight on Cebu Pacific 

and a maximum weight allowance of 20kg; yet another factor in the 

equation.

Flight timings eventually became the determining factor and we ended 

up flying with Cathay Pacific, which were more expensive, but fitted 

the two-centre holiday plan. Landing in the early evening in Manila, we 

took an overnight stay at a reasonable hotel in Makati. The early morn-

ing domestic flight to Palawan would get us there in time for a couple 

of dives in the afternoon and the whole package had come together 

as a result of a whole host of different and often conflicting factors. The 

only question remaining was ‘would it work’?

We were rested and ready to get in the water by the time we landed 

in Busuanga airport. I had not been to the area since 2002 and at that 

time, the road from the airport to Coron town was a dirt track and not a 

Marine life in the Philippines 
is hugely varied
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“There is something unnerving about watching bubbles 
remain motionless as a downward current tries to 

take them and you back to the bottom”

Vibrant reef

Nudibranchs of all 
shapes and colours  are 

a common sight

Coral shrimp

good journey. That has changed and this time transfers from the airport 

took around an hour. I decided to stay in D’Pearl Bay, which is fairly 

remote but ideally situated from a diving perspective, being central to 

the majority of the dive sites. This idyllic spot has two very nice small 

hotels situated on either side of the bay and both were lovely.  There 

is only one dive centre at D’Pearl Bay, conveniently enough called 

D’Divers, run by Gunter Bernert, a resident for many years and one of 

the pioneers of the diving industry in the Philippines.

Diving around Busuanga Island is all about the wrecks of Coron Bay. In 

September 1944, a fleet of Japanese supply vessels with very limited 

escorts were caught hiding by a US Naval Task Force. The end result of 

this rather one-sided encounter is one of the best wreck diving loca-

tions in the world. It isn’t Truk Lagoon, but it is still impressive with 11 

wrecks to dive - and it won’t cost you £4,000.

Having flown in on the morning flight we were in the water just after 

lunch getting our first taste of the wrecks on the Okikawa Maru; at 170 

metres long and resting in 23m, she is just five minutes from the dive 

centre; not a bad ‘house reef’ dive. You get a real sense of isolation in 

this part of the world, and as we cruised along the coastline to succes-

sive dive sites all you could see were lush jungle-covered islands and 

dramatic limestone pinnacles. Like all diving in the Philippines, diving 

in Busuanga is from traditional ‘bankas’, outriggers which work really 

well in this shallow-reef-surrounded island nation.  

Visibility can vary in Coron Bay and timing your visit to coincide with 

neap tides is a good idea. We managed to fit in seven of the wrecks 

during our time, but some were dived more than once. All of them 

were teeming with life and covered with corals and with the deepest 

being 40m, they were all within recreational diving ranges. The wrecks 

are spread around the large bay with one exception, the Kyokuzan 

Maru, which is off the northeast corner of the island in around 40m of 

water. Without the tidal flow of Coron Bay, this wonderful intact wreck 

is normally in around 20 metres of visibility. But actually Busanga is not 

just about the wrecks. After 70 years, these huge ships have become 

huge coral islands standing proud of the sandy seabed. So while this is 
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WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
THE PHILIPPINES

HOW TO GET THERE
We flew to Manila with Cathay Pacific via Hong Kong.  
Philippines Airlines also do a direct flight. Internal 
flights were with Cebu Pacific from Manila to Busu-
anga.  Philippines Airlines also offer a regular service

WHEN TO VISIT
You can dive in the Philippines all year round. De-
cember through to March can bring cooler water and 
you may possibly get 22-23 degrees C. Temperatures 
during May through to July can reach 28-29 degrees C.

ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
A valid passport with six months left to expiry.

CURRENCY
Philippine peso (£1 = PHP72).

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
There is not really anywhere to go for food and drink 
other than Concepcion Town in Busuanga, but to be 
honest, bar prices were reasonable and the food was 
excellent. Eating and drinking in Puerto Galera is a 
delight because there is such a huge choice. 

VERDICT
The Philippines is one of those archipelagos offering 
a hugely diverse selection of dive sites which ensures 
every diver will come home satisfied.

The Philippines is 
renowned for its 
macro life

Beauty isn’t just 
reserved for life below 

the waterline

definitely a ‘wide angle’ zone, it was great to see a good range of macro 

life. We also dived Barracuda Lake on Coron Island. After a climb over 

the rocks you jump into clear sea water. But this is no ordinary lake - as 

you descend to 12m the visibility changes as the thermocline brings 

about that familiar haze in the water. At this point fresh water springs, 

warmed by geothermal activity, raise the temperature to a heart-stop-

ping 38 degrees C. Strange catfish that are followed around by unafraid 

shrimps are the dominant species; it was completely surreal.

There is enough in Busuanga to spend two weeks there, but it was time 

to move on to our second resort, Puerto Galera in Mindoro. Arriving in 

darkness the lights and night time activity of Sabang and La Laguna 

beaches were a stark contrast to the green and relatively uninhabited 

Busuanga. We stayed in the Portofino Hotel at Little Lalaguna Beach, 

far enough away from the hustle and bustle of Sabang to get a good 

night’s sleep, but close enough to nip in and sample that side of life if 

we wanted to. Diving in Puerto Galera has been popular for decades 

and it remains so. With a mix of small wrecks, wonderful reefs, some 

hair-raising currents as well as the muck diving off Sabang, it has a 

great deal to offer. In the entrance to the bay that gave Puerto Galera its 

name, you can see giant clams, protected by a ranger who ensures they 

don’t end up on a Filipino dinner table. Around the northeastern point 

of the island, the excitement of Fish Bowl and Canyons await advanced 

divers, which during spring tides provides a fast current experience that 

is not for the faint-hearted. There is something unnerving about watch-

ing bubbles remain motionless as a downward current tries to take 

them and you back to the bottom. The wrecks that were deliberately 

sunk in Sabang Bay have deteriorated significantly since I first dived 

them some years ago, but they still offer a good wide angle or macro 

opportunity, and for sheer numbers of fish and spectacular corals and 

sea fans, it is well worth a day trip to Verde Island.

Having got the logistics right, getting back to Manila for our return 

flight home was a relaxed affair, without any early starts or rushing 

around, and the whole plan worked. I could very happily have spent 

two weeks in either location without any bother, but I remember one 

of my fellow travellers turning to me with a big grin on his face as we 

left Palawan after the first week. As we waited on the quayside for the 

boat, he smiled and said: “Excellent, we are starting the holiday all over 

again”. And that was what it felt like; it was like having two holidays for 

the price of one. So, next time you plan a long haul to the Philippines, 

why not make it a two-resort package? The logistics can make your 

head spin, but it’s well worth it in the end. �

David’s diving was organised by D’Divers at D’Pearl Bay in Busuanga, and 
Action Divers in Puerto Galera.
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HOW THAT SHOT WAS TAKEN

PHOTO
WORKSHOP

Expert advice from respected 
underwater photographer 
Martin Edge

T
he fascinating world of muck diving is 

a favourite with underwater photogra-

phers the world over. The term comes 

from the nature of the environment, 

which is usually a silt or sandy bottom. Vol-

canic areas are ideal for muck diving and if I 

had to choose my favourite location, it would 

be the Lembeh Strait in North Sulawesi. There 

are a huge variety of critters in numerous 

other locations, but Lembeh is special for me 

for a very specific photographic reason. The 

muck sites in these areas are black sand and 

the sand is heavy! It sinks quickly once stirred 

up. The potential of this combination is, in my 

opinion, ideal to achieve critter shots with im-

pact, contrast and less backscatter problems.

Tips
Angle of Approach
The moment you spot a potential critter 

remember to consider the angle of your 

approach. It’s so easy to move in at the angle 

which you first noticed it. If you don’t adjust 

your angle of approach to suit your intended 

composition, you will find yourself out of 

position perhaps looking sideways instead of 

head on. You will see this occurring over and 

over with all manner of UW subjects.  A turtle 

resting on the sand. You move in carefully 

only to find yourself facing its back-end and 

it’s a challenge to alter your position to get 

around to the front without spooking it. Think 

‘approach’!

Get as low as possible!
Underwater photographers should not lie on 

the reef in any circumstances, but it’s okay 

to use the sand when muck diving. When 

shooting critters my own technique is to get 

as low down as possible, housing on the sand 

shooting the critter at eye level or slightly 

downwards depending on the specific critter 

and facial locations of eyes and mouth. I’ll al-

ways consider my approach to the critter and 

move-in on a line, which offers a decent com-

position of eyes and mouth and other facial 

features. I’m always looking for eye contact 

and if I’m lucky enough to capture behaviour, 

then that’s a bonus. Think ‘get low’!

Position your flashguns before moving in 
If you’re re-positioning your flash arms too 

close to the subject, you can easily spook the 

critter and/or kick up the silt around you.

 

Consider the potential
Ask yourself how good the opportunity could 

be. It may be an exotic subject but located in a 

position that is a challenge for you to achieve 

anything other than a ‘recording shot’. Shoot 

two or three frames for the record but don’t 

get drawn into the belief that because it’s 

rare, colourful and exotic, it’s going to make a 

great shot. It won’t. I always ask myself ‘How 

many frames should I be thinking about. Is the 

subject worth it”?

This month’s images were taken (in Lembeh) 

with a Nikon D7000 in a Nauticam housing 

using a Nikon 60mm macro lens and two Inon 

220 flashguns on Stix flash arms. I’m hugging 

the black sand to get low and lighting the 

subjects from above with my flashguns point-

ing down. Lembeh muck sand is very dark in 

colour so I process my images in Lightroom 4 

to replicate my vision at the time of shoot-

ing, which were interesting subjects on black 

sand! Not grey sand. �

POPULAR OPPORTUNITIES:
Muck dive critters
Martin ventures into the world of muck diving, a realm inhabited by weird and wonderful critters

Photographs by MARTIN EDGE
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MARTIN EDGE

Image 1 (Below)
‘Hairy frogfish feeding’ was taken at F13 at 1/250th sec, ISO 200. 

Nikon 60mm macro lens. Twin Inon 220 flashguns. It was using its 

lure to attract potential prey and was situated in an ideal position 

for me to approach three quarter on to compose the eye, lure and 

back end. 

Image 2 (Right)
‘Octopus’ was taken at F11 at 1/250th sec. ISO 200 also with a 

Nikon 60mm macro lens and twin Inon 220 flashguns. In this 

example I caught the balance of the composition while it was on 

the move. I’m shooting slightly down to emphasise the intricacies of 

its shape and colour. I shot 20 frames before it disappeared beneath 

a rock. My chosen image was the most-balanced composition of 

the lot. In both examples, noticed how the black sand frames the 

subjects and brings out the vivid colours.



Nudibranch, by Dave Williamson
It is a common misconception that Scottish waters 
are bereft of colour and are only visited for their 
numerous wrecks.
Scotland is home to many varied and colourful 
species of nudibranch; they are common and 
found mainly on their food source in many 
areas.
This particular species [Flabelina lineata] was 
found at Furnace Loch Fyne in Scotland.
It was particularly interesting as it had a very 
rare genetic anomaly in the fact that it has two 
tails, which I have never seen before.
The photograph was taken with a Canon 600D 
Canon 60mm macro lens, Ikelite housing and 
dual Ikelite 161 strobes, settings were f16 1/100th 
and iso of 100.
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Do you wish to relax, spend some time in the slow lane 
and still manage to enjoy outstanding dive adventures right 

in front of your hotel door? ROSE KEFRIG knows of a
good address in the southern Red Sea... 

Photographs by UDO KEFRIG/TEAM OCEANPICS.DE

SERENITY
An Oasis of
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Vibrant soft coral

Turtle feeding on 
seagrass

A distinct murmur runs through the fully occupied plane. You can 

feel the tension rising. Two seats in front, a young family pre-

pares for landing. We are flying over the Egyptian desert toward 

the coast of Marsa Alam. The clouds, which a few minutes ago looked 

like fluffy, white sheep in the afternoon sun, have pushed together 

and turned an uncanny yellow. Distant lightning bolts flash across the 

sky. Never before has Egypt seemed so threatening. Does it herald a 

sandstorm, an apocalypse, or maybe another warning for the many 

tourists and divers who wish to travel to the ‘Land of the Pharaohs’? My 

mind wanders back to Facebook. Friends had bombarded us with ques-

tions: ‘Why would you want to go there?’ ‘Do you think it is safe to travel 

to a crisis-ridden country?’ Yes, it’s precisely what we want! We have 

a loving, long-distance relationship with this beautiful country. Over 

the years we have travelled to various dive destinations in Egypt. We 

have learned to love and appreciate the people, the landscape, and the 

desert. As divers we are in complete awe of a magnificent and tropical 

wonder underwater, second to none.

 

What spiritual tranquillity!
Accompanied by heavy wind, the aircraft touches down. As the door 

to the plane finally opens, a storm erupts outside. Lightning explodes 

and torrential rain falls in grey sheets from the sky. The parched ground 

greedily soaks up any drop of rain offered. Tomorrow the desert will 

bloom. It is nice to see the arrival hall busy. Half an hour later we are 

met by the English-speaking guest manager of the Oasis Dive Resort, 

Ashraf. He has our entry visas ready and hurries us through customs. 

With luggage quickly stowed away in the waiting car, he speeds along 

the Red Sea coast. To the north, as well as the south of Marsa Alam, ho-

tels sprout out of the ground, many with their own dive centres. How-

ever, only 25 minutes south of the airport of Marsa Alam is a wonderful 

little ‘Oasis’. It is an intimate, quiet hotel for divers and watersports 

enthusiasts set in tranquil grounds. Nevertheless, it stands out from all 

the other places, as the word ‘no’ plays a big role. The concept of the 

hotel is based around diving, serenity and relaxation. Do you wish to be 

entertained by animation teams, all-inclusive bars and restaurants, and 

have TVs and radios in your room? Sorry, no-can-do - non-existent!  In-

stead, only half-board is offered and all you can do is sit back and enjoy 

the simple, international kitchen with an Arabic flair. At lunchtime, the 

restaurant offers snacks or larger meals at affordable prices. A popular 

choice on the menu seems to be grilled camel meat. A few bites were 

all it took for me to push my plate away and consign camel meat to the 

‘done it, never have to do it again’ category. The rooms are basic but 

clean. Built in typical Nubian style, the 50 bungalows have their own, 

individual ambience and the terrace offers beautiful views across the 

glistening sea. It is perfect for those wishing to avoid the perils of mass 

tourism and who simply appreciate seclusion and diving.

Always an open ear!
Since 2005, the Oasis Dive Centre at Marsa Alam has been run suc-

cessfully as a joint venture by Werner Lau and Rolf Schmidt from Sinai 

Divers. It was also a good choice for two special people. Ilona and Ro-

land Lewin took on the challenge to run the dive centre for this popular 

hotel. With their warm-hearted, open and often hilarious ways, every 

diver is made to feel special. From novice scuba divers to advanced, 

everyone is well cared for.

Heading off on a 
house reef adventure



“After the briefing and gear- 
donning, we take giant strides 
into the water to escape the 
heat of the fierce sun”

To ‘dive’ for

The well-known offshore dive sites of Sha’ab Marsa Alam, Elphinstone Reef und Sha’ab Samadai

are easily reached with dayboat trips. On the other hand, the coastal reef offers countless dive sites

right in front of your doorstep and entry into a unique and diverse underwater world. A minibus is

used to ferry the divers to the secluded sites a little further away. There is something for everyone,

and we have a dive planned at the wreck of the Hamada. With a length of 65 metres and a breadth

of 11 metres, she is not particularly large, but worth a visit. It’s a long drive through the desert, and

despite the rain, the landscape is dry and bleak. Our equipment has already been transported by

pick-up to the secluded dive site. Carpets have been rolled out and our gear has been unloaded.

After the briefing and gear-donning, we take giant strides into the water to escape the heat of

the fierce sun. The entry point to the shipwreck of this small coastal cargo vessel lies only a

few metres away. Fate struck on 29 June 1993 as the vessel was on her way from Jeddah to

Suez. Fully loaded with styrodur-plastic granules and other synthetic material - which are

still visible above and underwater - she apparently struck an unknown object before

she came to rest on the seabed. There are many mysterious stories surrounding her

final resting place, however, our guide explains that the captain apparently tried to

take a short cut during a storm. She now lies on her starboard side in two sections

and is home to a wealth of fish. Bags of polythene granules can still be seen in

the cargo hold and are often washed up onto the beach. It is a beautiful,

bewitching place and not just for ‘wreckies’. Laying

in a max depth of 20m, it is suitable for divers of

all categories. With a dive guide it is an excellent

first wreck dive. Even for photographers she

makes a fine subject as she is covered 

with soft and hard corals.
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“Built in typical Nubian style, the 50 bungalows have their 
own, individual ambience and the terrace offers beautiful 

views across the glistening sea”

WHAT YOU NEED TO KNOW  
MARSA ALAM, EGYPT

HOW TO GET THERE
There are direct flights from London to both Marsa 
Alam and Hurghada. The transfer from Marsa Alam 
to Oasis takes about 30 minutes, and from Hurghada 
about four hours.

WHEN TO VISIT
Egypt is a year-round travel destination. 
 
ENTRY REQUIREMENTS 
All visitors must have a valid passport with at least 
six months left on it. The visitor’s permit/visa can be 
obtained at the airport on arrival for a fee of approxi-
mately 25 Euro.

CURRENCY
Egyptian pound (LE). (£1 = LE12.05).

WHERE TO EAT AND MEET
The kitchen is a fusion of Egyptian and European cook-
ing. Meals are taken buffet-style or a la carte in the 
restaurant or open terrace.

VERDICT
The Oasis is situated in south Egypt, about 20km north 
of the small village of Marsa Alam. It lies directly on 
the coast of the Red Sea, on a long, sweeping beach. It 
is perfect for those seeking peace and tranquillity, and 
stunning diving on tap.

Gigantic seafans

The Hamada wreck is 
covered in life

Pristine hard corals

House reef
Shark and manta sightings are not unusual. It is not rare to see dolphins 

or turtles cavort in front of the splendid house reef. The shallow part 

is at 12m, excellent for beginners and perfect for macro photography. 

However, occasionally it is to be expected that wind and wave condi-

tions make an entry or exit impossible. “Diving is then prohibited, but 

we have so many other dive sites to choose from that you will be spoilt 

for choice,” said Roland and Ilona. Sites like Marsa Abu Dabab in the 

north and south, with lush green sea grass, are home to green turtles, 

a dugong and rays. Enchanting hard coral reefs are just as fascinating 

as Ras Samadai, with a labyrinth of tight canyons. Further highlights 

include daily boat trips to Sha’ab Marsa Alam, where Napoleons are 

regular visitors. At the south-easterly outer reef, enthralling encounters 

with white- and black-tip reef sharks are a notch in your logbook. It 

is obvious that diving at the Oasis Resort plays a clearly decisive role. 

Most guests are divers, but you are given as much freedom to explore 

the area as you wish. Briefings are held in English and depending upon 

experience, you may wish to dive with your buddy or a guide. In addi-

tion to daytrips and treatments at the Wellness Spa at the hotel, check 

out the Bedouin Tent, enjoy a shisha and watch the stars on a clear 

night. Just retreat, relax and regenerate from the stress of everyday life. 

It is a true haven, a real ‘Oasis’ of well-being for body, spirit and mind. �





Monthly round-up of new product releases 
into the diving equipment marketplace

What’s New
Some people find that the 
main obstacle to snorkelling 
is the difficulty in breathing 
underwater with a snorkel. 
Indeed, for some, breathing 
through their mouth is unnatu-
ral, and the snorkel mouthpiece 
is sometimes considered too 
intrusive, uncomfortable and 
unhygienic.
That’s why Tribord invented the 
Easybreath, the first full-face 
snorkelling mask, for breathing 
underwater as easily and natu-
rally as you would on land with 
your nose and mouth. Thanks 
to its large size, this innovative 
mask also offers users an un-
obstructed 180° field of vision, 
and is prevented from fogging 
up by a double air-flow system 
that is identical to the system used in domestic extraction fans.
To ensure that water does not enter via the snorkel, the Easybreath mask 
is equipped with a mechanism that plugs the top of the snorkel when im-
mersed in water. Furthermore, the top of the snorkel is highly visible in order 
to avoid any collisions on the surface.
Available in two adult sizes, with a kid-sized version due out in 2015.
www.tribord.com/en

This new travel wing weighs in 
at an amazingly low weight of 
2.35kg, has a 44lb horse-shoe 
wing and a truly one-size-fits-
all design. The deluxe version 
comes with a webbing harness 
which includes an articulated 
shoulder assembly that swivels 
to adjust the harness to the con-
tours of your torso. The pad kit 
gives you a set of shoulder pads 
and a soft back pad (removable). 
www.zeagle.com

The Hollis DX-300 was 
designed by technical 
divers for technical 
divers. Developed over 
three years of honing 
and testing, the DX-
300 is built entirely in 
the UK to meet the 
needs of UK and other 
coldwater divers.
Made from a special 
double-diamond-
weave fabric, the 
DX-300 incorporates a 
composite front-entry 
zip, Si-Tech silicone 
seals and valves, 
telescopic torso, thigh 
pockets and neoprene 
socks.
wwww.hollisuk.com

Despite what 
you see in the 
movies, and 
those beloved 
diving TV 
shows from 
the 1970s, you 
don’t need a 
dive knife the 
size of Excali-
bur in this day 
and age. What 
you do need 
is something 
that can do the job, is easy to mount on your BCD, and is simple to get out 
when you need it. This SubGear titanium jacket knife is just the ticket.
The stubby seven centimetre blade has a sharp main cutting edge, a serrated 
section, and a handy line cutter - what more could you want? And it comes in 
a neat webbing sheath, with Velcro fasteners to hold it securely in place.
www.subgear.com

TRIBORD EASYBREATH  (SRP: £31.50 | €40.14)

ZEAGLE EXPRESS TECH  (SRP: £330.65 | €421.34)

HOLLIS DX-300  (SRP: £1,025 | €1,306.13)

SUBGEAR SK T POCKET TITANIUM JACKET 
KNIFE  (SRP: £59 | €75.18)



What’s New

Airlines are ever-tightening up on their weight limits, and so divers are always 
looking at ways of lightening the load when it comes to dive kit. If you are 
heading off to warmer climes and need a spot of exposure protection, these 
Skin Suits from Scubapro are ideal.
With UPF 50+ protection, they are fantastic for snorkelling and diving in the 
tropics on their own, or if you are in more-temperate waters, you can don 
them under your 5mm or 7mm wetsuit to give additional thermal properties.

The Frameless 2 mask combines the legendary Atomic Aquatics Frameless 
design and ultra-clear glass, with two grades of silicone moulded into the 
mask skirt. By doing this, Atomic believes it has created the most-comfortable 
Frameless mask ever made. Standard size is available now in clear and black, 
with medium and large coming soon.
www.atomicaquatics.co.uk

Sharkskin is a technical watersports apparel range that includes 100 percent 
chillproof garments which provide warmth and wind protection. Giving you 
the equivalent thermal protection of 2.5-3mm neoprene, these four-way-
stretch, 30UV protection, neutrally buoyant and machine washable garments 
are ultra-comfortable.
The non-chaffing itch- and odour-resistant inner means that garments can 
be worn for long periods of time, and they are quick-drying and lightweight, 
making them a perfect travel companion.
Range of styles available as well as the fullsuit, from shorts and leggings to 
long- and short-sleeved tops, and vests.
 www.liquidsports.co.uk/products/sharkskin/

Want to shout out that you are 
a diver when you are down the 
gym, out on your bike or off on 
a run? Then grab one of these 
nifty Fourth Element 750ml wa-
ter bottles, which is made right 
here in the UK from BPA-free 
recycled plastic. 
www.fourthelement.com

ATOMIC AQUATICS FRAMELESS 2 
(SRP: £79.90 | €101.81)

FOURTH ELEMENT WATER BOTTLE 
(SRP: £5.95 | €7.58)

SCUBAPRO EVERFLEX SKIN SUIT  
(SRP: £56 | €71.36)

SHARKSKIN FULLSUIT  (SRP: £250 | €318.57)



Each month, the Sport Diver Test Team assembles to rate 
and review a selection of diving equipment from a range 
of manufacturers 

Gear on test
BACK-UP 
TORCHES
Primary lights are all well and good, but when the proverbial 

hits the fan and your main torch dies, it is always reassuring 

to know that you have a capable back-up to rely on.

We tested a selection of back-up torches from various manu-

facturers, and these ranged in size from dinky little back-

ups to fairly chunky units teetering on the brink of being a 

primary light. We tested them in the depths of Gildenburgh 

Water, in frankly dire visibility, shining their beam against a 

‘target’ to show the penetration and spread of light. We also 

assessed their ease of use when wearing gloves, and gauged 

how well they would store into a BCD or drysuit pocket.

NB: Thanks to Andy Webb and Steve Bateman of ProScuba for 

stepping in at the last minute to assist on this test.

 ON TEST
MODELS

8 BigBlue AL350

8 Hollis Mini LED

8 Intovatec WA Zoom-R

8 Light & Motion GoBe 500

8 Scubapro Nova 200

8 Seac R1

8 SubGear Amp1

8 UK SL4 eLED

Date tested 21 October 14

Water temperature

18 degrees C

 TEST TEAM
Mark Evans

8 Sport Diver editor

8 PADI Divemaster

8 28 years of diving 

  experience

“We tested them in the depths of Gildenburgh 
Water, in frankly dire visibility, shining their beam 

against a ‘target’ to show the spread of light.”

BigBlue AL350

WE LIKE...
Price, looks, build quality

WE DON’T LIKE...
Not as bright as some of the 
competition

Mark: BigBlue is a new name on 

the UK diving scene, but having 

now seen their torches, I am sure 

they have a ‘bright’ future ahead 

of them - sorry, couldn’t resist!

The torches are well-constructed, 

and they come in at a very rea-

sonable price - £55 for a back-up 

unit of this calibre is excellent 

value for money.

The AL350 is powered by a single 

Cree LED, which pushes out a 

reasonable 40 degree, 350 lumen 

beam, though it did get a little 

swallowed in the detritus floating 

around during the test.

It is depth-rated to 100m and 

double-O-ring sealed. 

It runs on three AAA-cell batter-

ies (not included), which give a 

burn time of four hours.

SPORT DIVER VERDICT

Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£55

Compact size

Reasonable 
beam

Andy Webb and Steve Bateman



Back-up torches

WE LIKE...
Looks, build quality

WE DON’T LIKE...
Not as bright as some of the 
competition

Mark: Hollis have been busy 

installing themselves as one of 

the go-to brands for recreational 

and techie divers alike here in the 

UK, their blend of a distinctive 

colour scheme (red and black) 

and solid build quality building 

them a great reputation.

The Mini LED back-up torch is 

well-made and robust with an 

anodised aluminium body, and it 

fits comfortably into your hand. It 

is switched on and off via a push-

button in the hilt - simple even 

with gloves on.

The single three-watt light 

pushes out an eight degree, 201 

lumen beam, and the three AAA-

cell batteries give a burn time of 

four hours. The light was quite 

bright, but appeared to be ‘swal-

lowed up’ by the detritus floating 

around in the water.

A safety lanyard is included, 

and it has a rear tie-point for a 

boltsnap. 

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£60

Beam swallowed 
up by vis

Hollis Mini LED

WE LIKE...
Variable beam, price, build 
quality

WE DON’T LIKE...
CR123 batteries are quite 
expensive against AA-cells

Mark: Intovatec have been 

producing dive lights for quite 

a long time, and we have been 

impressed with them in the past.

The aluminium-bodied WA 

Zoom-R can double as both a 

back-up dive light and a video 

light, thanks to its adjustable 

beam, which can cover from nine 

to 45 degrees by sliding back 

and forth the head, or this can 

be removed completely for 140 

degrees.

The 300-lumen Cree LED is 

turned on with a simple mag-

netic slide switch, and the two 

included CR123 batteries give 

approximately three hours of 

burn time. Alternatively, you can 

use an optional rechargeable 

battery.

The beam did quite well pen-

etrating through the thick float-

ing detritus, and lit up a decent 

amount of the target.

The Intovatec is depth-rated to 

122m.

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£???

Fairly wide beam 
when zoomed 

out

Intovatec WA Zoom-R

Compact unit Fits in hand well



Back-up torches

WE LIKE...
Inter-changeable heads, build 
quality, performance

WE DON’T LIKE...
Nothing worth mentioning

Mark: Light & Motion are past 

masters when it comes to dive 

lights, and the GoBe Spot 500 

- which is currently impressing 

during its stint in the Long Term 

Test stable - continues this tradi-

tion of good-quality products.

It may be small, but it pumps out 

an impressive beam - it has three 

power settings, and on the top 

setting it illuminated nearly all 

of the target with ease, despite 

the vis. It is very easy to turn on 

and off, or adjust up and down 

through the settings, via the 

push button on the top.

It gives burn times from one-

and-a-half to 12 hours, and is 

quickly and easily charged up 

from the mains or via USB. There 

is also a nifty locking switch 

so you can prevent accidental 

operation during transport.

It is depth-rated to 120m, and 

even has the ability to change 

heads. A fantastic little back-up 

torch.

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£180

Bright beam

Light & Motion GoBe 500 Spot

WE LIKE...
Looks, performance, price, 
build quality

WE DON’T LIKE...
Nothing worth mentioning

Mark: The first thing that strikes 

you about this back-up torch 

is the classy, shiny aluminium 

finish. While many have gone for 

black anodised look, Scubapro 

have gone for a bit of bling, and 

it looks good, too.

The Nova 200 is the successor 

to the Nova HP. It has a more-

powerful LED, which is rated up 

to 200 lumens, and from three 

AAA-cell batteries you get up to 

eight hours burn time.

It is easily switched on and off via 

a button on the hilt, even wear-

ing thick neoprene gloves, and 

comes with a safety lanyard. It 

sits comfortably in your hand.

Given its compact size, the Nova 

200 delivered a reasonably bright 

beam which lit up a few rings on 

the target in atrocious condi-

tions.
SPORT DIVER VERDICT
Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£75

Decent beam

Scubapro Nova 200

Ergonomic 
design

Classy finish





Bac k-up  tor ches
, pumping out

WE LIKE...
Price, build quality, looks, 
performance

WE DON’T LIKE...
Nothing worth mentioning

Mark: Seac Sub are going 

through a bit of a renaissance at 

the moment, bringing a renewed 

vigour to their approach to the 

UK market, and several of their 

products are set to do very well 

within the British scene.

The R1 is a compact, neat-

looking torch, which fits nicely 

into your hand, and comes with 

a safety lanyard. It is operated by 

a push button on the hilt, which 

is easy to use even wearing thick 

neoprene gloves.

It is powered by a single Cree 

LED, pumping out 150 lumens. 

During the test, it performed 

well, illuminating a reasonable 

amount of the ‘target’ in adverse 

conditions and penetrating the 

detritus a decent degree.

It is double-O-ring sealed, and 

depth-rated to 100m. It runs on 

three AAA-cell batteries (not sup-

plied), which give a burn time of 

three hours.

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£52

Compact size

Bright beam

Seac Sub R1

WE LIKE...
Price, size, build quality, bottle 
opener

WE DON’T LIKE...
Limited light penetration

Mark: Princeton Tec is a well-

established light manufacturer, 

so seeing one of their products 

rebranded as SubGear is no bad 

thing.

The extremely compact - it is 

almost a back-up, back-up! - unit 

pushes out 45 lumens from two 

AAA batteries (included), and of-

fers a burn time of 72 hours.

It is depth-rated to 100m, turns 

on and off with a twist of the 

‘head’, and has a large eyelet for 

attaching a lanyard or carabiner.

It comes with a plastic cone, 

which slots over the head and 

transforms the light from a spot 

to a marker.

As you’d expect from such a 

small unit, it didn’t pack a huge 

punch when it came to light 

emittance, but as an additional 

back-up, at this price, it is worth a 

punt. Plus, it has a bottle-opener 

built in! Now you can use the 

light to find your beer in the 

depths of your cooler, and then 

open it as well! Sweet...

SPORT DIVER VERDICT
Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£19.90

Limited light
penetration

SubGear Amp1L

Dinky size





Bac k-up  tor ches

Back-up torches have come a long way, and now you can get 

compact units pushing out a beam you’d expect to see coming 

from something twice their size and cost. At the end of the day, 

you want a back-up to be something that can get you out of the 

mire when things go wrong, and the vast majority of the lights 

here would be a welcome wing-man in such a situation.

Looking at the Best Value award, several were in the running, in-

cluding the Scubapro Nova 200, Seac Sub R1 and the Underwater 

Kinetics SL4. However, while the UK torch is a solidly built, durable 

unit that produces a vivid beam of light, we felt that its dated 

looks let it down in the present company, and it was a bit chunky 

for use as a back-up torch to be tucked away in a BCD or drysuit 

pocket, or attached to your wing harness.  So it came down to a 

straight shoot-out between the subtle Seac Sub and the shiny 

Scubapro, and in the end there was nothing to separate them - 

they both turn on with a push button in the hilt, they both gave a 

bright, fairly tight beam of light, and they are both well priced. So, 

we gave them both the Best Value award.

The Choice award was much more straight-forward. Just seeing 

how bright all the torches were in dismal conditions in Gilden-

burgh, it was immediately obvious that the Light & Motion GoBe 

Spot 500 was substantially brighter than the competition, is well 

made, has some neat features, and is still competitively priced. A 

worthy winner in this price bracket. 
WE LIKE...

Performance, price, build 
quality

WE DON’T LIKE...
Dated looks

Mark: Underwater Kinetics is 

one of the longest-established 

brands of dive lights, and to be 

fair, it shows a little in the design 

of the SL4, which does look a 

little dated compared with the 

competition. Having said that, 

there was no getting away from 

the performance, which was near 

the top of the crop, illuminating 

a large amount of the target 

through the lousy vis.

Four C-cell batteries emit 400 

lumens and give a burn time of 

around ten hours, and while the 

unit is bigger and heavier than 

most of its competition, it would 

still fit comfortably into a BCD 

pocket.

The light is depth-rated to over 

150m, and switched on and off 

via a lever below the bezel which 

allows for one-handed operation, 

even wearing gloves. SPORT DIVER VERDICT
Performance �����

Comfort �����

Looks �����

Value for money �����

PRICE£84.95

Old-fashioned 
styling

Vivid beam

UK SL4 eLED





Products which either don’t fit into a group test situation 
or are new to the market are given the once-over by a 
member of the Test Team

Test Extra
Best Divers accessory pocket (SRP: £17)
MARK EVANS: With the ever-more-restrictive 

weight limits being imposed by those 

demons at the airlines, divers are always 

looking at how to cut down on the weight 

of their dive kit. Specific travel regulators, 

with lighter hoses, is one way, technically 

advanced exposure protection is another, 

but one way to cut a decent amount in one 

fell swoop is to move to a lightweight travel 

BCD or backplate-and-wing combo.

Unfortunately, by their very nature, many 

of these stripped-down, back-to-basics 

BCDs have small pockets, or even none at 

all, which means you have a problem when 

it comes to attaching torches, reels/spools 

and DSMBs when you dive - unless you really 

want to look like a Christmas tree!

That is where an accessory pocket like this 

one from Best Divers comes in. It is a good-

sized bellows pocket with a big Velcro pad 

to keep it securely closed, and it will take a 

spool and decent-sized DSMB with ease. You 

can also slot a back-up torch in there too 

without much difficulty. There is a D-ring in-

side to secure contents, and another D-ring 

- and drain eyelet - on the bottom.

I particularly like how the pocket itself 

fastens securely around my leg with two 

elasticated straps, so it isn’t flapping around 

during the dive, but also attaches directly 

to the webbing cummerbund on my travel 

wing, so that it doesn’t end up sliding down 

round my ankle as I swim along.

It is made from durable material, so it will 

last you a good length of time, and it is in-

itself quite lightweight, so won’t bust those 

airline scales.

www.miflexhoses.co.uk

The pocket
mounted on

my thigh

Drain eyelet Room for spool 
and DSMB





Each issue, members of the Sport Diver Test Team report 
on a range of diving equipment being put through its 
paces on a six-month cycle of diving

Long-term test
The HDC Tech Dry is an excep-
tionally tough but lightweight 
drysuit that can endure heavy 
use in rugged environments 
where you could encounter 
sharp or abrasive surfaces that 
would eventually damage 
normal suits.
The suit combines three types 
of highly protective stretch 
fabrics to ensure maximum 
comfort and mobility, and has 
a full Cordura body as well 
as Keprotec kneepads made 
with Kevlar. The lower sleeves, 
shoulders and seat are rein-
forced with Cordura Ripstop 
for added durability.
As with all Bare suits, the 
seams and workmanship are 
guaranteed for life.

Mark Evans,
www.bare.com

INFORMATION

Date acquired October 2014
Suggested retail price £1,699.15
Number of dives 0
Time in water 0hrs 0mins

Bare HDC Tech Dry

INFORMATION

Date acquired August 2014
Suggested retail price £1,449
Number of dives 0
Time in water 0hr 0mins

INFORMATION

Date acquired April 2014
Suggested retail price £374.99
Number of dives 45
Time in water 43hr 20mins

The design of the Fusion FIT, 
with the semi-circular zip over 
the chest area, is what makes it 
stand out from the crowd, but 
it is no good having a unique 
drysuit like this if you are chuck-
ing on a standard undersuit 
beneath it.
That’s where the bespoke 
Whites Thermal Fusion 
undersuit comes in. Made 
from Polartec and designed 
specifically for use with a Fusion 
drysuit, these ultra-warm and 
comfortable undersuits retail for 
around £299.

Mark Evans,
www.aqualung.com/uk

When you are paying a lot of 
money for a piece of diving 
hardware, you want to know it 
is protected when it is not being 
used, either in your home or 
while on the road. Thankfully, 
the Exposure Sub M3 comes 
in a nifty zippered case which 
not only securely holds the dive 
light itself, but also has space for 
the Goodman handle, lanyard, 
neoprene pocket and charging 
cables.
The Sub M3 has been putting in 
a sterling performance over the 
last few weeks, and will be in the 
Group Test next month.

Mark Evans,
www.use1.com/exposure- 
marine/diving-lights.com

The first thing you 
notice on taking 
the ZEO out of the 
box is how light the 
second stage is. The 
FDXi isn’t the heavi-
est of first stages 
either, but it is the 
second stage which 
makes the most 
impact - it feels nice 
and solidly built, but 
won’t break the weigh scales at the airport.
It is a nice-looking regulator as well - I particularly like the chrome sur-
round on the fascia, and the shaped purge button. I also like the touch of 
chrome on the cracking resistance control and next to the swivel joint.
There’s some matching bling on
the first stage, and it is all linked
together with a lightweight
braided hose.
Mark Evans,
www.oceanicuk.com

Aqualung Whites Fusion FIT

Exposure Sub M3

Oceanic ZEO FDXi

INFORMATION

Date acquired September 2014
Suggested retail price £429
Number of dives 0
Time in water 0hr 0mins



Long-term test

INFORMATION

Date acquired May 2014
Suggested retail price £118.25
Number of dives 14
Time in water 13hr 10mins

INFORMATION

Date acquired March 2014
Suggested retail price £180
Number of dives 8
Time in water 7hr 10mins

Dave Hope gave the BladeFins 
another bash when he took the 
Hollis Explorer Sport Rebreather 
in for a trydive (see page 46), 
and just to show how comfort-
able and effective they are, his 
response when I asked him 
how they felt on the dive as he 
emerged from the water was 
“Oh, yes, I forgot these were the 
test fins”!
The BladeFins are supremely 
comfortable, thanks to the large 
soft foot pocket, and while they 
do give huge amounts of thrust, 
thanks to the clever design, they 
do not seem to put the pressure 
on your legs that similar-sized 
paddle fins do.

Mark Evans,
www.atomicaquatics.co.uk

The GoBe Spot 500 is a well-
made, capable little light, which 
we have established is great as 
a video light, say teamed with 
a GoPro or Intova Sport system. 
However, it was in our Group 
Test this month, for back-up 
torches (see page 80), and after 
giving a sterling performance 
in absolutely dire conditions, it 
was given the coveted Choice 
award. Even on the lowest 
power setting it gave a decent 
account of itself, but once it was 
on full power it destroyed the 
competition with a superior 
performance. If it all went pear-
shaped, I’d be happy knowing I 
had one of these to hand.

Mark Evans,
www.cpspartnership.co.uk

Back in the Hybrid Pro Tec BCD, I revelled in the comfort provided by its 
padded straps and ‘suspension system’. I know I seem to be going on and 
on about this feature, but believe me, it is a winner. The BCD just seems to 
‘float’ off your back and is ultra-comfortable.
However, I forced myself to concentrate on other aspects of the jacket, 
and I have been equally taken with the support it offers underwater. Get 
into a nice trim position and the bladder holds you there. Roll to one side 
or the other, say to get a photo, 
and the Mares will offer the right 
support there, too.

Mark Evans,
www.mares.com

Atomic Aquatics BladeFins Light & Motion GoBe 500 Spot

Mares Hybrid Pro Tec

INFORMATION

Date acquired July 2014
Suggested retail price £485
Number of dives 8
Time in water 6hr 55mins

And that’s that, the Hollis M3 mask has come to the end of its stint in 
the Long Term Test line-up. I have always liked Hollis product, and in 
particular their masks, but alas, the shape of my face did not work with 
the M1 and it always pressed on my forehead. However, when i first saw 
the M3 and tried it on at the Oceanic/Hollis dealer seminar, I was blown 
away by the feel and comfort of it, and once this test mask arrived, and I 
actually took it diving, I realised that I had finally found the perfect mask 
to replace my ageing IDI twin-lens mask. The M3 is supremely comfort-
able, has a good, solid strap and offers excellent downward views, 
as well as reasonably broad 
peripheral vision. I also like the 
nifty GoPro mount.

Mark Evans,
www.hollis.com

INFORMATION

Date acquired March 2014
Suggested retail price £69
Number of dives 65
Time in water 63hrs 35mins

Hollis M3



TEKCamp attendees 
seem to be getting 
younger and younger!



I was early, but the site was already abuzz with instructors and students 

busily readying gear, chatting about the previous evening’s frivolities or 

chomping down on a kick-starting sausage-and-bacon bap. It was the third 

morning of TEKCamp 2014, the UK’s premier tech-diving event, and the crowd 

had evidently found its rhythm. 

The first man I bumped into as I strode into the morning melee was this year’s 

co-organiser and resident TEKCamp photographer, Jason Brown. Two busy days 

had been and gone, he said, the hours between sunrise and sunset filled with 

the giving and receiving of expert knowledge, put-it-into-practice diving and, 

most importantly, great fun. The remaining three days were forecast for more 

of the same. He was quite excited, his trademark grin even more Cheshire than 

usual, and he hadn’t even had his morning coffee yet… 

Jason, and co-organiser Tim Clements, took over the TEKCamp reins from 

Vobster Quay owners Martin and Amy Stanton who have, in prior years, com-

mitted oodles of energy, time and passion to getting this now-excellent event 

off the ground. The first couple of years are always the toughest and, with the 

foundation laid, it was time to pass on the core organisational responsibili-

ties. And it has to be said, Jason and Tim did a superb job. The event ran with 

a smoothness that belied the complicatedness of ensuring all students were 

able to take part in their chosen classes, that all divers were in the right place at 

the right time, and that talks were attended, manufacturers were given room 

enough to peddle their products and all the little things were looked after: 

Vobster Quay’s annual TEKCamp has quickly become an 
established fixture on the UK dive event circuit and, as 
WILL HARRISON discovered, this summer’s instalment

continued on from last year’s success
Photographs by WILL HARRISON

Some previous
attendees were

back for more

Mark Powell
in full flow





“Participants got to enjoy a packed schedule of talks 
covering everything from wreck diving in Bikini Atoll 

to UK mine diving” - Jason Brown

Vikki Batten demonstrating
 a shutdown drill

Martin Robson overseeing 
a rescue drill

John Kendall giving 
a presentation

The event was filled 
with the usual hustle 
and bustle

cylinder fills, lunches, the all-important background beats. Jason and 

Tim never looked anything but relaxed, their event rolling on nicely 

behind them, steady as a technical ascent.  

One of the key reasons behind the effortless efficiency of TEKCamp 

2014 was the return of familiar faces, both punters and instructors. A 

decent number of 2013 (and, indeed, 2012) attendees had returned for 

more, so impressed had they been by the tutorage on offer during their 

previous visit(s). And there is little doubt they would have been buoyed 

by the fact that many of those very same instructors who had taught 

them with such passion and enthusiasm - and, therefore, ultimately 

convinced them to come back - had also returned. A great many folk 

were in familiar and comfortable surroundings, privy to how the event 

is run.

The presence of TEKCamp old-timers was also of great help to the 

many first-timers, some of who had travelled to Somerset solo - the 

friendly atmosphere meant it was a breeze making new buddies. That, 

in truth, is what TEKCamp - and, indeed, technical diving - is all about: 

teamwork. From hauling twinsets out of the water to carrying hot po-

tatoes to the lunch table, it was in evidence everywhere, and everyone 

was loving it. 

And that was just the stuff I witnessed topside. 

Activities below the waterline were just as fruitful and engaging as 

in previous years, with surfacing divers invariably clambering out of 

the water looking pretty content. Whether they had been on a leisurely 

trydive on a Poseidon Se7en rebreather or put through the ringer on a 

task-loading doozie, satisfaction prevailed and smiles shone. The range 

of workshops on offer was typically varied, with everything from line-

laying to rescuing an unconscious diver covered. 

Vikki Batten, a director of PADI’s Technical Diving Division and one of 

the instructors at TEKCamp 2014, said: “TEKCamp is a unique environ-

ment where divers come to improve their skills, try new equipment and 

make life-long friends. As an instructor, the most-amazing thing about 

the week is the chance to work with divers who are as passionate about 

tech as I am, and to share this with a group of top tech instructors who 

are also old friends. Whether new to tech, an experienced tech diver or 



Trydives on a Poseidon 
Se7en were on offer

Vobster Quay in the 
midst of TEKCamp

“Whether new to tech, an experienced tech diver or even 
instructor, TEKCamp has something for everyone: Sidemount 

and CCR experience dives, fundamental technique dives 
such as Ascents and Failures … or advanced dives such 

as Multi-Stage, DPV or Surveying” - Vikki Batten

even instructor, TEKCamp has something for everyone: Sidemount and 

CCR experience dives, fundamental technique dives such as Ascents, 

Failures, Propulsion and Rescue, or advanced dives such as Multi-Stage, 

DPV, Line Laying or Surveying. 

“Divers also get to trial equipment from specialist and major manu-

facturers, attend fascinating presentations and, throughout all of this, 

have a lot of fun! Over the week we watch the divers grow and blossom 

both in the water and out of it and by the last day, nobody wants to go 

home - you can’t get a better testament than that!”

Then there is the small matter of bling. Dive bling. TEKCamp wouldn’t 

be TEKCamp without the quayside causeway of manufacturers’ tents 

and trailers, each filled with all manner of new products and dive good-

ies, almost all of it available for trydives. Divers in need of a new drysuit 

dropped by the Fourth Element stand before jumping in the cool water 

of Vobby in an Argonaut; those on the prowl for a new wing or BCD 

visited Hollis; those in the market for a regulator stopped for a chat with 

the Apeks crew. Lights, gauges and myriad other products were also 

available to either trial or check out. It is an excellent and popular event 

add-on. 

During the two days I spent at Vobster, it was evident the event had 

established itself, both in terms of how it is run throughout the week 

and in terms of its place in the diving calendar. The teething problems 

experienced in the first couple of years are no more, an imposing set of 

gnashers having since pushed their way through, now ready to take a 

progressively large bite of the UK dive event pie. And it is well deserved. 

Hard work and endeavour have paid off. Visitors love the education and 

entertainment, and they keep going back for more. It is an occasion like 

no other: a technical diving event open to individuals and groups, peo-

ple both young and old, and - most importantly - both recreational and 

technical divers. It is an event that should be celebrated and, if you are 

keen to develop your skills (no matter what your diving background), 

one that should be scribbled in the calendar. 

For the final words, and to sum up this year as well as offer a teaser 

for next, let us return to Mr Brown. Jason said: “Divers got to discover 

technical diving under the expert guidance of some of the biggest 

names in tech, including diving luminaries Paul Vincent Toomer, Martin 

Robson and Richard Walker. Each and every day, participants took part 

in a progressive series of diving workshops designed to increase their 

in-water confidence and abilities. Try dives were on offer too with many 

participants trying their hand at DPV scooter diving, sidemount and - of 

course - closed circuit rebreathers. 

“The highlight of this year’s event was a trip to the breathtaking 

show caves of Wookey Hole under the guidance of CDG cave diver 

Duncan Price. Participants also got to enjoy a packed schedule of talks 

covering everything from wreck diving in Bikini Atoll and UK mine div-

ing to a very special practical cave survey presentation and workshop 

hosted by cave explorers Martin Robson and Vikki Batten.

“For those who missed this year’s event, TEKCamp will be back again 

next year with a full line up of leading instructors, speakers and hope-

fully some very special guests! Dates will be announced very shortly, so 

check out: www.tekcamp.co.uk for the latest details.” �





The Emerald Green 
glass-bottomed boat 
in the marina

Christian on a deep 
wall off Lanzarote

Pristine corals brighten 
up the reef



After a stint of recreational assignments, 
STUART PHILPOTT gets back into the

tech-diving world with a series of 
eye-opening dives in Lanzarote

Photographs by STUART PHILPOTT

“
Welcome to the Atlantic,” cried Christian Massaad, the owner 

of Rubicon tech-diving centre, as the RIB sped past the light-

house at Playa Blanca on the way out to our first dive site called 

Pechigueras. Within two hours of landing on Lanzarote in the Ca-

naries, I was zipped up in my drysuit, camera in hand, preparing to roll 

over the side for a mere 50m warm-up ‘plop’. My gas supply included 

twin-12 nitrox 26s and stage cylinders containing mixes of 50 and 100 

percent O2. Planned dive time 60 minutes surface to surface. Chris said: 

“The whole of the west coast is a dive site from depths of 35 to 100m 

plus”. By the end of the week, I would hopefully be exploring one of 

Chris’s favourite dive sites called Coral Garden at a max depth of 80m.

Before we left the marina, I shook hands with Anthony, a top French 

surgeon, who had flown in with his wife and his prized Meg rebreather 

for a spot of R&R. Anthony accompanied us throughout the entire 

week while his non-diving partner vegged out by the hotel pool. This 

sounded like the perfect compromise, although after some very long 

diving days, I could see Anthony was beginning to push his luck.

Chris said: “Playa Blanca is more a family resort”. There was a good 

variety of restaurants and bars on offer, but virtually no night clubs. I 

had booked into the 400-room, four-star Sandos Papagayo all-inclusive, 

which was just a five-minute drive or 20 minute walk from the dive 

centre (Rubicon offer complimentary pick-ups/drop-offs). The hotel 

was mainly occupied by Brits, Spanish and German. Facilities included 

multiple bars, restaurants and swimming pools, a well-equipped gym 

and beach frontage (Fuerteventura can be seen in the distance). I even 

bumped into JJ rebreather guru Dave Thompson in the dining room. 

Dave was on holiday with his wife (strictly no diving). My thanks to 

Chris and his wife Natasha for the slap-up barbecue and get-together 

that followed.

I hadn’t done any serious tech stuff for several months, so Chris was 

going to ‘babysit’ me through my initial dive. I rolled off the RIB forget-

ting to keep hold of my stage cylinders, a novice’s error, which swung 

BEYOND
TO INFINITY &
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So I hear you want to become a PADI instructor

Contact us now for 2015 dates
with Lanzarote's only resident Course Director 
Platinum Course Director Kev Turner 

Winner of the PADI award 2012 and 2013 
"BEST PROFESSIONAL DIVE CENTRE IN 
 THE CANARY ISLANDS"

www.cid-lanzarote.com  | Mob: (+34) 637 59 16 27

We also can provide accommodation for your diving holiday in Donegal!
Tel: 00353 74 91 54708  |  Mob: 00353 87 65 90264

www.mevaghdiving.com  |  Email: reception@mevaghdiving.com

DIVING DONEGAL IRELAND Donegal Classics Wrecks 40m to 130m

�  LAURENTIC & TORY DIVING 

3 nights B&B 4 boat dives including Air €236.00 PPS for 

group of recreational divers max depth 40m. T&C Apply.

�  RECREATIONAL DIVING 

7 Nights B&B 12 boat dives including Air €685.00 PPS for 

group of 12 recreational divers max depth 40m. T&C Apply. 

�  DONEGAL CLASSICS/ MALIN HEAD WRECKS 

7 Nights B&B 6 days diving €650.00 PPS for group of 

10 divers. Audacious 62M  |  Justicia 72M.  T&C Apply.

WE OFFER THE  
FOLLOWING PACKAGES:

The latest addition to our fleet is the Laura-Dean, an 11m catamaran  

which arrived in May 2014. She is Donegal's first commercial catamaran. 

The Laura-Dean can transport groups of 12 divers to the various dive sites 

in the region which boasts some of the choicest sites in Europe.

OUR LATEST ADDITION



Christian ventures 
through a cavern

Photographers will 
love the marine life

around and whacked me right in the face. This was enough of a shock 

(and embarrassment) to heighten my concentration levels. I was sport-

ing a nice shiny black bruise on my cheek for the rest of the week.

Water temps in the Canaries range between 16-24 degrees C (Sep-

tember/October is the warmest period) hence the drysuit, which was 

much more comfortable for longer, deeper tech dives. Chris thought 

the visibility at Pechigueras was way below normal, but I was more than 

happy with the 20 plus metres that greeted us. Coupled with blue skies 

and bright sunshine, this would help me get some decent pictures, 

although I was concerned that my camera dome port might implode at 

deeper depths. 

I had expected the rocky reef to be a barren wasteland, but there 

were patches of intense life from brightly coloured soft corals and 

anemones to a shoal of silvery jacks on a fly by. I spent far too long 

admiring a coral outcropping and lost sight of Chris and Anthony. 

When using standard scuba, I just look for the exhaled bubble trail, but 

they were both using rebreathers, so no bubbles! I spotted them just a 

few heart-stopping seconds later but, from then on, I kept a watchful 

eye open. There seemed to be an abundance of invisible stinging jellies 

and even though I was covered from head to toe in neoprene, one 

managed to find some exposed skin between my regulator and mask. 

I dipped inside a small cave/swim-through and found a reasonably 

sized scorpionfish. I ushered Chris forward for a picture but when I put 

my hand out to steady myself got spiked by a sea urchin. I thought bad 

luck only came in threes! Anthony was also having a bad day. His DSMB 

line got tangled up during the ascent and he lost a fin on the ride back 

to the marina, so at least it wasn’t just me.

Chris, originally from Lebanon, first visited Lanzarote in 2003. He saw 

the new Rubicon Marina being developed and decided to open a PADI 

five-star IDC centre. Chris’s son, Christopher, manages the recreational 

diving, leaving him to concentrate on the tech stuff, so it’s a 100 per-

“Deep tech photography is a 
very different ballgame 
to bimbling about on a  

shallow reef somewhere 
taking pictures of 

pretty nudis”

cent family run/owned business. Chris really does live and breathe tech, 

I was really impressed with his set-up and his attitude as a diver and a 

trainer. The 350 sq. metre dive centre offers training courses on no less 

than five different types of rebreather as well as having a blending sta-

tion, including trimix, on tap. Scooter, rebreather and twin set hire are 

also available. No expense has been spared. The weather rarely affects 

local diving conditions, so they stay open all year round, Monday to 

Saturday, 8-6pm, but Chris warned me ‘visit anytime but August’, as this 

is peak tourist season. They operate two 8.5-metre RIBs, one is moored 

at Playa Blanca and the other at Puerto del Carmen, which means Chris 

can offer his clientele dive sites at both of the top resorts on the island. 

There is plenty to see 
at all depths



“I rolled off the RIB forgetting to keep hold of my stage 
cylinders, a novice’s error, which swung around and 

whacked me right in the face”

When I arrived at the dive centre the very next morning, Chris an-

nounced there would be a slight change of plan. Due to the unusually 

calm weather conditions, apparently the best of the year so far, we 

would be exploring the Coral Garden dive site at a maximum depth 

of 80m. Craig, the mixer/blending man and boat driver, had prepared 

an 18/30 trimix for me with the usual 50 and 100 percent O2 stages. 

Planned dive time was one hour 14 minutes surface to surface. All of 

the Playa Blanca dive sites were roughly 15 minutes boat ride away, so 

there wasn’t enough time to overheat in my drysuit, although I did give 

myself a good dousing with the hose before we set off from the marina. 

As I bounced up and down on the RIB’s light grey sponsons, I focused 

on my pre-dive safety check. Computer switched on, stage cylinders 

charged and ready, all gauges reading full, drysuit hose connected, 

etc. Due to strong currents, Chris wanted us to do a rapid descent. 

After a quick bubble check we dropped to 60m, where I could make 

out the darker precipice of the wall. I watched Chris pull out his knife 

and start cutting a rope that was attached to a huge round fish trap. 

We followed the rope for a horizontal distance of more than 30 metres. 

It had become tangled in a number of the soft corals and couldn’t be 

pulled free without seriously damaging the delicate polyps. Chris said 

he had a number of heated ‘run-ins’ with the local fishermen. They had 

threatened to sink his dive boats if he kept interfering, so Chris counter-

attacked by saying he would use his rebreather and sink their entire 

fishing fleet, thus the present ‘peaceful’ stalemate that ensued. 

On this occasion there would be no maverick photo antics. At 80m 

my thoughts were firmly focused on keeping to the dive plan. Deep 

tech photography is a very different ballgame to bimbling about 

on a shallow reef somewhere taking pictures of pretty nudis. Chris’s 

wife, Natasha, offers photography courses specifically for tech diving. 

I don’t think there is anyone else in the world offering these unique 

courses. Natasha will either teach photographers who want to venture 

deeper or visa-versa, tech divers that want to learn photography. 

Natasha joined us on the dive. It was nice to see three different types of 

rebreather - REVO, Meg and Inspiration - all together at the same time. I 

felt totally out of place on open circuit. 

Just to add some variety, Chris had arranged for us to have a ‘shallow’ 

day at the caves and wrecks located at Puerto Del Carmen’s harbour 

wall. We drove to the marina and then hopped aboard RIB number 

two. This had an inboard diesel engine rather than two 150hp Yamaha 

outboards on the Rubicon version.  There are quite a few purposely 

sunk wrecks at this popular dive site, starting at a depth of 12m and 

descending to around 40m, and Chris gave me a complete guided tour. 

By the end of my five-day trip, I had well and truly got back into the 

tech-diving fold. I couldn’t fault Rubicon’s equipment and service, the 

whole set-up was absolutely top-rate. I don’t think Chris was doing it 

for the money. I think it just gave him an excuse to go diving! The west 

coast technical dive sites (more than 20) were virtually undived and 

there was far more to see and photograph than I had expected. Just as 

I was packing up to leave, Chris mentioned his plans to explore a new 

shipwreck lying at around 85m. He was also testing out a new type of 

rebreather due for public release very soon, so I’ve booked a return visit 

for a Sport Diver exclusive - watch this space! �

Stuart dived with Marina Rubicon (www.rubicondiving.com) and stayed 
at Sandos Papagayo all-inclusive (www.sandos.com)

Christian and Anthony 
without all their
tech kit

Shoaling fish provide 
a riot of colour

One of the purpose-
sunk shipwrecks near 
the harbour
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Photo by Luke Inman

Prior to the launch of their rebreather courses 

in 2011, PADI consulted with rebreather manu-

facturers and training experts regarding the 

requirements for recreational rebreathers. At 

this time, pre-packed or pro-packed scrubber 

canisters were thought to be most suitable 

for Type R rebreather divers and this require-

ment was integral to the subsequent training 

courses.

Since that time, some manufacturers have 

simplified the packing of scrubber canisters to 

ensure that this skill that can be easily accom-

plished by recreational rebreather divers, so 

PADI has updated the Type R requirements to 

reflect these changes. Following on from the 

changes to our Type R requirements, is a re-

quirement to teach divers how to pack scrub-

ber canisters on units where a manufacturer-

user packable option is available. This takes the 

form of an additional Practical Application for 

the PADI Rebreather Diver Course, which can 

also be run retrospectively for students who 

have already completed a course.

PADI Rebreather Diver courses on Type R 

rebreathers which have a manufacturer-

approved self-packable scrubber (currently the 

Ambient Pressure Diving Evolution or Inspira-

tion Rec, and Hollis Explorer) now include this 

additional module. If you completed your 

training before this element was introduced, 

why not contact your instructor to arrange an 

update?

Scrubber canister packing on 
PADI Rebreather Diver Course

If you haven’t already seen the Sidemount 

and Tec Sidemount Diver manual, get your 

hands on a copy now! This book covers the 

knowledge development for both courses 

plus an overview of the practical elements 

of the training. With fantastic photos 

depicting manufacturer-approved con-

figurations and techniques, this manual is 

a must-have reference for all sidemount 

divers.

SIDEMOUNT AND 
TEC SIDEMOUNT 
DIVER MANUAL





DIRECTORY KEY

SHOP KEY

OVERSEAS ABBREVIATIONS

OSS ........Onsite servicing

OST ........Onsite testing

BS ...........Testing to British Standards

ACC ........Accommodation

AIP .........All inclusive package

AT ...........Airport transfers

AYRD .....All year round diving

BH ..........Boat hire

CAOS .....Compressed are onsite

CH ..........Car hire

EA ...........Environment activities

EH...........Equipment hire

ESI ..........English speaking instructors

FCF .........Families catered for

LB ...........Liveaboards

NDCF......Non-divers catered for

OWs .......Other watersports

TD ...........Tech diving

UWP .......Underwater photography

Opening hours: 9.00 - 17.00 weekends & most 
days in summer season.  
Air to 260 Bar. PADI 5� IDC 
EH, ESI,TD,UWP, CAOS Nitrox. 
Three charter dive catamarans 
all with rear diver lifts, shore 
diving equipment, hire shop, diver courses, air 
nitrox, parking. All on Swanage pier. Established 
1958.  
� � �

ESSEX 

 DIVERSE SCUBA  
Ye Olde Plough House Motel, 
Brentwood Road,  
Bulphan,  
Essex, RM14 3SR 
Tel/Fax: 01375 892444 
Mob: 07814 570165 
Email: jeanne-marie@diverse-scuba.co.uk 
Website: www.diverse-scuba.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Mon-Thurs 2pm-10pm.  
Sat & Sun 10:30am-5pm (Closed Fri). 
Our own On Site Pool, Air to 300 Bar, PADI 5� 
IDC. OSS, EH,On Site Pool FCF, Acc, Restaurant 
Facilities. Complete range of PADI courses 
available, from Discover Scuba through to 
Instructor, with resident course director, Full range 
of specialities, classroom. Dive shop. Social events 
and holidays.  
� � � � � �

HAMPSHIRE
 ANDARK DIVING AND WATERSPORTS  
256 Bridge Road,  
Lower Swanwick, 
Southampton  SO31 7FL 
Tel: 01489 581755 
Fax: 01489 575223 
Email: bookings@andark.co.uk 
Website: www.andark.co.uk 
Andark Lake Tel: 01489 885811 
Email: lake@andark.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Mon/Thu and Sat 9am TO 6 pm, 
Fri 9am TO 8pm, Sun 9:30 to 5pm 
NITROX/TRIMIX. Onsite pool and classrooms.  
Fully equiped friendly shop. Online sales.  
Powerboat courses. Underwater escape training.  
Holidays. Andark lake. Kids Parties. Activity Club. 
Onisite Servicing. Commercial diving Courses. 
Parking PADI 5� IDC. BSAC Premier Centre. RYA 
Centre. HSE Commercial Diver Training and First 
Aid Centre EH. LB. ESI. TD. EA. AIP. FCF. AYRD. 
UWP. NDCF. CAOS 
� � � �

 
� � � � � � �

KENT 
 BLUE OCEAN DIVING  
West Park Road, Maidstone, Kent ME15 7AF 
(NEXT TO MOAT PARK  
LEISURE CENTRE) 
Tel: 01622 212 022 
Email: scuba@blueoceandiving.co.uk 
Website: www.blueoceandiving.co.uk 
Opening Hours: ***FREE TRY DIVES 
EVERYWEEK*** TUES-SUN 10-6pm. LATE 8pm TUES & 
THURS. PADI 5 � Instructor Development Centre. 
National Geographic Dive Centre. Scubaholics Dive 
Club. FREE MEMBERSHIP. UK Diving, Social events & 
Holiday Trips every month. Servicing, Testing, Spares 
and Repairs. Workshop on site. 300bar Air/Nitrox. Large 
Shop Free Parking. 20+ Speciality Courses incl 
Rebreathers, DPV & TECDEEP. PADI Instructor Career 
Development Course (CDC). AI + OWSI + EFRI + 20x 
SPEC INST + DSAT ITC. � � � � � �

 DIVE MACHINE  
Unit 11 Orchard Business Centre,  
SandersonWay,  
Tonbridge,  
Kent TN9 1QF 
Tel: 01732 773553 
Fax: 01732 773663 
Website: www.divemachine.com 
Email: robert@divemachine.com 
Opening Hours: Mon-Sat 09.30-17.30,Weds 
09.30-19.00. Air to 300 bar, nitrox, trimix, idest. 
PADI CDC, PADI Courses from beginner to 
instructor. IANTD, Nitrox. Specialities: Enriched air, 
Dry suit, Photographer, Deep, Night, Underwater 

navigator, wreck, Oxygen first aid, DAN 02, Boat, 
Equipment and Drift. Authorised dealer for most leading 
mfctrs. Large display area. Classrooms. Large free car 
park. Professional, friendly service & advice. Regulator 
Services. Suit repairs. Holidays abroad and in the UK.  
� � � � � �

LONDON 
  AQUANAUT SCUBA & SNORKELLING
 CENTRE  
34 Coombe Road,  
Kingston Upon Thames,  
Surrey, KT2 7AG 
Tel: 0208 546 8882 
Email: info@aquanautscuba.co.uk 
Website: www.aquanautscuba.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Monday - 11am-6pm, Tuesday - 
11am-6pm, Wednesday - 11am-6pm, Thursday 
11am – 7pm, Friday - 11am-6pm, Saturday – 
10am – 6pm, Sunday – by appointment. Nitrox & 
Air to 300bar, 5� IDC Centre / IDEST and BSAC 
Centre. SITA member. OSS OST BS CAOS EH TD.  
Courses from beginner to instuctor, Fully stocked 
dive shop with excellent purchasing advice, 
Friendly and very active dive clubwith UK and 
overseas trips and social.  
� � � � � � � �

MIDDLESEX
 G & H DIVING SERVICES LTD

Unit 1,Willow House,  
River Gardens,  
N FelthamTrading Estate,  
TW14 0RD. 
Tel: 020 8751 3771 / 020 8890 3302 
Fax: 020 8751 2591 
E-mail: gerryhassell@gheng.com 
Website: Under construction 
Opening Hours: 8.30 - 5.30 Mon to Friday. 8.30 - 12 
noon Sat. Air to 300 Bar. BSAC, TDI, SDI & PSA. EH, TD, 
CAOS. Cylinder testing IDEST 2v, Regulator servicing, Air, 
Nitrox, Trimix, TDI Technical courses. Suit repairs.  

� � �

SUSSEX
 OCEAN VIEW DIVING SERVICES LTD

160 South Street, Lancing, 
West Sussex BN15 8AU. 
Tel: 01903 767224 
Fax: 01903 754361 
Email: info@oceanviewdiving.co.uk 
Website: www.oceanviewdiving.co.uk 
PADI 5� IDC Centre. IANTD, TDI. OSS, OST, EH, BS.  
Air to 300 Bar, Nitrox. Padi Tec Rec. Tri-mix. Mail 
order, suit repairs, holidays abroad, on-site indoor 
pool. Licenced bar and club. Largest selection of 
equipment in Sussex.  

� � � � �

YORKSHIRE 
 THE DIVERS WAREHOUSE  
911 Wakefield Road,  
Bradford, West Yorkshire,  
BD4 7QA 
Tel: 01274-307555 
Email: sales@diverswarehouse.co.uk 
Website: www.diverswarehouse.co.uk 
Opening Hours 8:30 - 17:30 Mon - Fri , Thursday 
8:30 - 19:00, Saturday 8:30 - 17:00, Sunday 
10:00 - 16:00 PADI 5* Centre - Pool sessions 
Shipley Pool Wednesdays 18:30 - 20:30 Servicing, 
Cylinder Testing ( Idest Approved), Equipment Hire, 
Large Equipped Shop with changing facilities, classroom, 
online sales, large parking area, PADI courses, equipment 
from snorkelling to Technical diving

 
 THE DIVER TRAINING COLLEGE  
Malt Kiln Lane, Appleton Roebuck,  
York, North Yorkshire YO23 7DT 
Tel: 01904 744424 / 07967 742420 
Fax: 01904 744724 
Email: ops@cdms-diving.co.uk 
Website: www.dtc-diving.co.uk 
Opening hours: 9.00am-5.00pm Mon-Sat. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� Centre, OSS-OST-BS-Nitrox. Full 
range of PADI specialities, RYA courses and specialist 
commercial diving courses. Full range of equipment sales 
from our well stocked dive shop. Open Mon-Sat.  
� � �

ENGLAND 

BERKSHIRE 
 DIVESTYLE  
DIVESYLE Unit A, Bridge Farm,  
Reading Road, Arborfield,  
Berkshire, RG2 9HT 
Tel: 0118 976 1729 
Fax: 0118 926 9616 
Email: info@divestyle.co.uk 
Website: www.divestyle.co.uk 
Opening Hours: M, T, T, F 10:00-18:00 W 10:00-
20:00 S 10:00 - 17:00. Air To 300 Bar. PADI 5� 
IDC. Nitrox, National Geographic. EH, ESI, TD, EA, 
FCF, AYRD. PADI IDC centre, Nitrox, Trimix, 
equipment retail, PADI, SSI, BSAC, EFR, DSAT, TDI, 
rebreather friendly, Family friendly, child friendly, 
kids parties (4 weeks notice).  
� � �

CORNWALL  
 KENNACK DIVING

Sea Acres Holiday Park, 
Kennack Sands, Helston, 
Cornwall TR127LT 
Tel: 07816 903260 
Email: mail@kennackdiving.co.uk 
Website: www.kennackdiving.co.uk 
Opening Hours: 09.00-1800 
Air to 232 Bar. PADI 5� Dive Resort. EH, AYRD, 
UWP, CAOS. PADI Courses from Bubblemaker to 
Assistant Instructor, specialities & guided dives all with 
friendly local Instructors. Equipment Hire, Heated 
indoor pool, on site, accommodation available.  
�

DERBYSHIRE 
 CHESTERFIELD ADVENTURE CENTRE  
Wheatbridge Road, Off  
DockWall, Chesterfield, 
Derbyshire, S40 2AB 
Tel: 01246 245408 
Email: info@divenut.co.uk 
Website: www.divenut.co.uk 
Opening hours: Tues-Sat 10am-6pm Air to 300 
Bar. PADI 5� IDC, OSS, BS, EH. Full range of 
courses from beginner to instructor. Equipment sales, 
dive club, group holidays. Nitrox, Poseidon rebreather 
sales & training. Easy parking. 3 pool nights.  
� �

DEVON 
 DIVERS DOWN

139 Babbacombe Road,  
Babbacombe, Torquay,  
Devon, TQ1 3SR 
Tel: 01803 327111  
Fax: 01803 314728 
Email: info@diversdown.co.uk 
Website: www.diversdown.co.uk 
PADI 5� IDC Centre SSI, OSS, BS, EH, ES, CAOS, 
Nitrox. Active dive club, escorted dives, boat trips 
organised. Courses from beginner to instructor. 
Open 7 days a week.  
� � � �

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DORSET
 DIVERS DOWN SWANAGE  
The Pier, High Street,  
Swanage, Dorset BH19 2AR 
Tel: 07977 142661 / 01929 423565 (April to October) 
Email: medina@madasafish.com 
Website: www.diversdownswanage.co.uk 
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 ROBIN HOOD DIVE SCHOOL  
152 Leeds Road, Heckmondwike,  
West Yorkshire  
WF16 9BJ 
Tel: 01924 444888  
Fax: 01924 474529 
E-mail: Dive@Roho.co.uk 
Website: www.Roho.co.uk 
Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 9.15- 6.00.  
Late night Thurs till 8.00.Sat 9.15-5.00.OSS,OST, 
BS, IDEST, EH, Nitrox. PADI Dive Centre, BSAC 
Premier level. Training in our on-site heated pool 
and lecture rooms. Home of the renowned ROHO 
drysuits. Nitrox courses & fills. Gigantic 5000sq ft 
showroom fully stocked with dive watersports & 
snowboarding equipment. Friendly, helpful staff 
and instructors. Equipment hire. 
� � � � �

SCOTLAND 
BERWICKSHIRE
 AQUASTARS DIVE CENTRE

New Harbour Buildings, Guns Green Basin,  
Eyemouth,  
Berwickshire,  
Scotland. TD14 5SD 
Tel: 018907 50904 
Mob: 07886 314008 
Email: info@aquastars.co.uk 
Website: www.aquastars.co.uk 
Opening Hours: 9am-5pm.  
Air to 300 Bar. PADI School. SITA, OST, OSS, BS, 
EH. Guided dives, 10 metre rib, boat charter, shop, 
hot showers, holiday packages arranged. 
� � �

IRELAND  
CO CORK
 OCEANADDICTS  
Kinsale, Co.  
Cork, Ireland 
Tel: 00353 (0)87-7903211 
Email: anne@oceanaddicts.ie 
Website: www.oceanaddicts.ie 
Opening Hours: 9.00am to 6.00pm. Air to 300, 
PADI Resort, DAN, LB, ESI, ACC, AT, UWP, NDCF, 
CAOS, Nitrox. Liveaboard and day-boat diving, 
groups and individuals welcome, friendly 
atmosphere, wrecks and reefs, great photo 
opportunities, courses available, live the adventure 
on Ireland’s South Coast.  
� � �

CO DONEGAL 
 MEVAGH DIVE CENTRE LTD  
Milford Road,  
Carrighat,  
Letterkenny,  
Co. Donegal, Ireland 
Tel: 00353 749154708 
Mob: 00353 8765 90264 
Email: reception@mevaghdiving.com 
Website: www.mevaghdiving.com 
Opening Hours: 9am to 6pm. Air to 300 Bar, 
PADI 5� Dive Centre, EH, ESI, TD, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF,CAOS, Nitrox, Tri Mix. 
Mevagh Dive Centre is Donegal's only dive centre 
and Ireland's largest all under one roof. With diving 
equipment, sales, hire, servicing, cylinder testing 
and our state of the art swimming pool. 
�

CO GALWAY 
 SCUBADIVE WEST  
Lettergesh, Renvyle,  
Co Galway, 
Tel: 00 353 9543922 
Email: info@scubadivewest.com 
Website: www.scubadivewest.com 
Opening Hours: 09.00 till 18.00 (closed Tuesday) 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5* IDC. EH, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, Acc, 
FCF, AYRD, UWP, CAOS. NITROX, National Geographic. 
Dive Cente ideally situated on the waterfront. 2 day 
Island boat safaris, daily boat & shore dives, all courses 
from DSD to instructor level, snorkelling.  
�

NORTHERN IRELAND 
COUNTY DOWN 
 DV DIVING

138 Mount Steward Road, Newtownards, 
Co. Down, BT22 2ES. 
Tel: 02891 464671/861686 
Fax: 02891 464671 
Email: info@dvdiving.co.uk 
Website: www.dvdiving.co.uk 
OSS, OST, BS, EH. DV Diving offer one of Europe's 
most comprehensive ranges of scuba, technical & 
commercial diving and powerboat training courses 
- for the complete beginner through to instructor 
development for the most experienced 
professionals  
� � � �

PORTSTEWART
 AQUAHOLICS DIVE CENTRE  
14 Portmore Road, Portstewart 
Tel: 28 70832584 
Email: dive@aquaholics.org 
Website: www.aquaholics.org 
Opening Hours: 9am to 5pm. Air to 300 Bar. 
PADI 5� CENTRE. NITROX, TRIMIX. EH, ESI, TD, 
EA, AIP, ACC,FCF,AT, AYRD,UWP,CH,BH, NDCF, 
CAOS.Offering the full range of courses from 
Beginner to Trimix. Diving the spectacular clear 
water of the North Coast from Rathlin Island to 
Malin Head.  
� � 

 

 

BERMUDA 
 
 DIVE BERMUDA  
The Southampton Fairmont Hotel, 101 
South Shore Road, Southampton, SN02l 
Tel: 1(441)238-2332 
Email: crew@bermudascuba.com 
Web: www.bermudascuba.com 
Opening Hours: 08:00-17:00  
Air to 200 bar. PADI 5� IDC. ESI, EA, Acc, FCF, 
UWP, NDCF, CAOS, DBDA, National Geographic. 
Bermuda's only 5*IDC! All dives guided by 
experienced instructors. Dive and snorkel trips 
daily. Full hotel facilities available on site. Kayaks 
and paddleboards rental available.

CAYMAN ISLANDS 
 
 
 SUNSET HOUSE - GRAND CAYMAN'S HOTEL
 FOR DIVERS BY DIVERS

 
390 South Church Street 
PO Box 479GT 
Tel: 1-345-949-7111 
Fax: 1-345-949-7101 
Email: reservations@sunsethouse.com 
Website: www.sunsethouse.com 
Opening Hours: 7:00 - 17:30  
(Dive Centre Hours) 
Air To 200 Bar. Stingray City and ex-USS 
Kittiwake Adventures. PADI 5� IDC. Full-Service 
dive operations located at Sunset House. 
Recreational boat dives. Incredible shore diving.  
Nitrox. Cathy Church. U/W photo centre. 53 
Rooms for accommodations. Bar, restaurant 
onsite. EH, ESI, EA, Acc, FCF, AT (with packages), 
ATRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS (with packages)  
� � �

CYPRUS 

 
CYDIVE DIVE CYPRUS  
20,Myrra Complex 33, Poseidonos Ave 1, 
Paphos 8042, Cyprus. 
Tel: 00 357 26 934271 
Email: info@cydive.com 
Website: www.cydive.com 
PADI. The First PADI 5� Career Development Centre & 
Centre of Excellence in Cyprus. CAOS, EH, CH,AIP,Acc, 
FCF,AT, ESI’s, EAs’, BH, AYRD, UWP, OW’s, NDCF. Fantastic 
Location, an exciting programme with 2 Boat Dives & 
Daytrips Daily. Instructor programmes 4 times a year.  
� � � � �

 

 LARNACA DIVE-IN  
HTTC Ltd (Hyperbaric Therapy Treatment 
Centre) Poseidonia Medical Centre 47a 
Eleftherias Avenue, Aradippou, Larnaca,  
CYPRUS 7102 
Tel: 00357 24 252501/24 hr Emergency 
Diver Help Line 99 518837 
Fax: 00357 24 252502 
Email: info@hbocyprus.com 
Website: www.hbocyprus.com 
Opening Hours: 9-5 Mon -Sat.  
24/7 Emergency Diver Response. Air to 232 Bar.  
If you are concerned or feel that you have unusual 
signs or symptoms after a dive please always get it 
checked.  We have a 24/7, 365 days service with a 
full Hyperbaric Medical team on standby at our 14¬ 
Man fully computerized, HAUX 2200 Starmed Unit.
We are the Preferred Provider for IDAN, UK Armed 
Forces, US Armed Forces, NATO and many more. We 
offer Direct Insurance billing for all treatments.Also 
Dry Dives to 40 metres, PADI Chamber Specialty 
Courses, DAN In-Chamber Tender Courses, DAN 
Chamber Operator Courses, DAN Consumer and 
Instructor Courses to all Levels.  
� � � � � � 

 
 SCUBA MONKEY LTD  
36c Ayias Mavris 
Tel: 35723724622 
Email:  
dive@scuba-monkey.com 
Website: www.scuba-monkey.com 
Opening Hours: 8.30 am - 7pm (or later) 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI Dive Resort. EH, ESI, EA, AIP, ACC 
FCF, UWP, CH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox. Retail, 
photography. Non diver to professional. U/W Naturalist. 
Scooter DPV. Underwater Weddings. Education. DPV. 
Videography. Intern Program. Fish Identification. 
Multilevel Diver. Wreck, freediving, search and recovery. 
Equipment Specialists. Underwater Navigation. Deep, 
night and boat diving. Project aware.   
�

EGYPT 

 AQUARIUS DIVING CLUB  
Sheraton Hotel,  
El Pascha Coast,  
Sharm el Sheikh 
Tel: (+20) 01001232785 
Email: info@aquariusredsea.com 
Website: www.aquariusredsea.com 
Opening Hours: 09:00 - 17:00 
Air to 200 Bar. PADI 5� EH, LB, ESI, EA, ACC, 
FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP,BH, NDCF, CAOS. Dive 
centre's in Sharm el Sheikh, Hurgharda, Marsa 
Alam, Hamata, Makadi & Sahl Hashish. Diving for 
complete beginners to experienced divers.  
Diving trips from shore, daily boat, zodiac and 
liveaboards.  
�

 CAMEL DIVE CLUB & HOTEL  
Centre of Na’ama Bay, PO Box 10, Sharm  
El Sheikh, South Sinai, Egypt. 
Tel: +20 69 3600 700 
Fax: +20 69 3600 601 
Email: info@cameldive.com 
Website: www.cameldive.com 
PADI 5� Gold Palm IDC Centre, BSAC, Acc. AT, LB, 
ESI, EA, BH, AYRD, UWP, OW, NDCF, TD, CAOS, EH, 
FCF. The Red Seas friendliest diver hotel and dive 
centre. Join us for spectacular diving and the best 
apres dive in Sharm. Established 1986   
� � � �

 
 CORAL SEA WATERWORLD  
PO Box 317,  
Sharm El Sheikh,  
South Sinai, Egypt. 
Tel: +2 069 3710500 
Fax: +2 069 3710511 
Email: waterworld@coralsearesorts.com 
Website: www.coralsearesorts.com 
EH, LB, ESI, EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, 
BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox. PADI 5�. When it’s time 
to plan your next family vacation, choose Coral Sea 
Waterworld Resort and experience the newest 
water park in Nabq Bay, Sharm El Sheikh.
�

 EAGLE DIVERS  
Based in Ocean Club Hotel, 
23 City Council Street, Hadaba, Sharm el Sheikh 
Tel: 002 01200001590 
Email: info@eagle-divers.com 
Website: www.eagle-divers.com 
Opening Hours: 8.00am - 8.00pm 
PADI Dive Centre. Nitrox. Air to 220 Bar. EH, LB, 
ESI, TD, EA, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, NDCF, 
CAOS. Offering personalised and professional 
service to all levels of diver. Eagle Divers will 
endeavour to give the best experience possible, 
every dive.  
�

 
 ELITE DIVING'S DIVERS UNITED  
Uni Sharm Hotel, Sharm Elysees Street 
Um El Sid Hill, Hadaba, Sharm El Sheikh 
Tel: 0020 1224 308 780 
Email: info@elite-diving.com 
Web: www.elite-diving.com 
Opening Hours: 8.00am to 19.00pm 
Air to 220 Bar. Divers United PADI 5 Resort. Elite 
Diving. BSAC Diver Traning Center.EH, LB, ESI, EA, 
AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. 
NITROX, ATOL Bonded through UK Tour operator. 
British Owner managers, offering Daily Boat Diving 
on some of the best reefs in the world, House 
reef, PADI & BSAC courses, Liveaboards, Special 
excursions. 
� �

 
 ILIOS DIVE CLUB  
Steigenberger Al Dau Resort, Hurghada,  
Red Sea, Egypt 
Tel: 002 065 3465442 
Fax: 002 065 3465410 
Email: info@iliosdiveclub.com 
Website: www.iliosdiveclub.com 
Opening Hours: 8am - 5pm 
EH, ESI, EA, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, 
CAOS. Ilios Dive Club at Steigenberger Resort, 
Hurghada. Your PADI dive center and diving school at 
the Red Sea. Daily excursions and all scuba courses!

 
 OCEAN COLLEGE

Hilton Fayrouz Hotel, Naama Bay,  
Sharm El Sheikh 
Tel: 0020 127792749 
Email: info@ocean-college.com 
Website: www.ocean-college.com 
Opening Hours: 8am - 6pm.  
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5�IDC, Nitrox, ATOL Bonded. 
EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, 
CAOS. Ocean College is one of the premier dive 
operators in the Red Sea and offers diving services 
for experienced divers and PADI diver education 
� � �

 
 RED SEA DIVING COLLEGE  
Sultana Building, 
Naama Bay,  
South Sinai, Egypt 
Tel: 0020 69 3600145 
Email: info@redseacollege.com 
Website: www.redseacollege.com 
Opening hours: 8am - 9pm.  
Air to 200 Bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, ACC, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox, National 
Geographic. PADI 5� CDC. Multi Award winning 
centre offering all courses from entry  level  to  
professional. Conducted from a stunning beach-
front location, boasting the best facilities in Sharm.   
�
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 SINAI COLLEGE  
Sinai College,  
Sharm Inn Amarin,  
Sharm El Sheikh,  
South Sinai, Egypt 
Tel: (+20) 01154055100 
Email: info@sinai-college.com 
Website: www.sinai-college.com 
Opening hours: 7.45am - 6.30pm, 7 days a 
week. Air to 200 Bar. EH, LB, ESI, EA, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, NDCF, COAS. Nitrox, PADI Dive 
Centre. We are an European run and managed 
dive center based in Sharm El Sheikh with a 
friendly and professional atmosphere. We provide 
daily diving, mini safaris and liveaboards.   
�

 
 SINAI DIVERS  
Ghazala Hotel,  
Sharm El Sheikh,  
South Sinai,  
Tel: 00 20 069 3600 697 
Fax: 00 20 069 3600 158 
Email: info@sinaidivers.com 
Website: www.sinaidivers.com 
Opening Hours: 08:00 - 20:00 summer/  
08:00 - 18:30 winter. Air to 200 bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, 
EA, Acc, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, FCF, CAOS, AT. Free 
Nitrox for Nitrox certified divers, NG. PADI 5 Gold 
Palm Resort. SSI, CMAS (Barakuda) CDC & TDI 
(Dahab). Easy house reef in the centre Naama Bay, 
safari boats, north & south. Full tec centre in 
Dahab, Resort & dive centre in Marsa Alam & Taba.  
 
� � �

FUERTEVENTURA 

 ABYSS

Calle Gravina, 10 Corralejo, 
35660, Fuerteventura 
Tel: (+34) 928949004 
(+34) 652958297 or 
(+34) 655678392 
Email: info@abyssfuertevenuta.com 
Website: www.abyssfuertevenuta.com 
Opening Hours:  0900 - 1700 365 DAYS A YEAR 
Air to 200. PADI Resort with Detheraphy Education 
Pro Instructor. EH, ESI, FCF, AYRD, UWP, NDCF, CAOS, 
WIFI. Friendly & flexible family run centre. Small 
groups. Padi beginner to professional level. DSD and 
bubblemaker. Dive centre located in the town centre. 

 
 DEEP BLUE DIVING S.L  
Barcelo el Castillo,  
Caleta de Fuste,  
Fuerteventura, 35610 
Tel: +34 606 275 468 or 
+34 928 163 172 
Email: info@deep-blue-diving.com 
Website: www.deep-blue-diving.com 
Facebook: Deep.Blue.Diving.Fuerteventura 
Opening Hours:  All year 9am-5pm 
Air to 200. PADI 5� GOLD PALM IDC CENTRE & 
IE LOCATION. EH, ESI, AIP, ACC, FCF, AYRD, UWP, 
NDCF, CAOS. WIFI, Equipment Washing and 
Storage Rooms. Discover Scuba to Instructor. All year 
round, water front location, small groups, 20-25m 
visibilty. Exclusive dive sites, after dive sector.  
� 

GREECE 

 NAVY'S WATERWORLD
 

Kamari Beach, Santorini 
Tel/Fax: 0030 22860 28190 
Email: info@navyswaterworld.gr 
Website: www.navyswaterworld.gr 
Opening Hours: 8.00 - 22.00 
Air to 200 Bar. EH, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, 
BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox. PADI 5� IDC Dive Center. 
Daily 2 tank trips around the volcanic shoreline of 
Santorini. Dive in the marine protected area, and enjoy 
the caves, wrecks, wall diving, reefs and more.  
� 

 NERO-SPORT DIVING CENTER  
Limni Keriou, Zakynthos/ GR-29092 
Tel: 0030 26950 28481 
0030 698 5666645 
0030 26950 49125 
Email: info-diving@nero-sport.de 
Website: www.nero-sport.com 
Opening Hours: 9.00 - 18.00 
Air to 200 Bar. PADI DIVE CENTRE, IAC 5� EH, 
ESI, Acc, AT, FCF, AYRD, UWP, NDCF, CAOS. Free 
childcare. 2-5 trips a day. Day trips. Night diving. 
Own accommodation. Snack bar. Great family 
offers. Special group offers. Diving all year round.   
� 

HONDURAS 

 UTILA DIVE CENTRE/MANGO INN  
Utila, Bay Islands, Honduras 
Tel/Fax: 5044253327 
Email: info@utiladivecentre.com 
Website: www.utiladivecentre.com 
www.goproutila.com 
Opening Hours: 7am to 7pm 
Air to 220 Bar. PADI Career Development Centre 
and IANTD facility. Nitrox, Trimix, Rebreather 
friendly, National Geographic Facility. EH, ESI, TD, 
EA, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, CAOS. PADI 
certification courses from beginner to Instructor 
(monthly PADI IDC's) with diving packages and 
accommodation. The island of Utila offers 
spectacular Caribbean diving and Whale sharks.  

� �

IBIZA 

PUNTA DIVE
 

Cala Martina, Es Cana, Santa Eulalia,  
Ibiza, Spain. 
Tel: (0034) 971 33 67 26 
(0034) 971 31 94 13 
Email: info@puntadive.com 
Website: www.puntadive.com 
Opening Hours: 9:00 - 19:00. 
Air to 225 Bar. PADI 5� IDC. EH-ESI-EA-FCF-AT-
UWP-CH-BH-NDCF-CAOS. 3 centres on Ibiza. Dive 
don Pedro, sunken fish farm, the cathedral etc. 2 
fast RIB's. Group and club offers available. Fun, 
friendly and professional.  
� 

INDONESIA 

 AQUAMARINE DIVING - BALI  
Jalan Petitenget 2A, Kuta-Legian-Seminyak, 
Bali 80361, Indonesia. 
Tel: +62 361 4738 020  
Fax: +62 361 4738 021 
Email: info@aquamarinediving.com 
Website: www.aquamarinediving.com 
Opening Hours: 8:00-18:00 
Air to 200 Bar. PADI 5� Gold Palm Resort 
6344. EH, Nitrox, ESI, EA, CAOS, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF. Bali’s only British 
owner-operated dive company. Only offers Bali’s 
better dive locations (wrecks, drifts, Mantas, 
shore, deep). Daily Trips and Customised Dived 
Packages. UWP Specialists.   
�

 
 BLUE MARLIN DIVE  
Gili Trawangan, Gili Meno,  
Gili Air, Senggigi,  
Lombok, Indonesia. 
Tel: ++62 (0) 370 632424 
Fax: ++62 (0) 370 642286 
Email: info@bluemarlindive.com 
Website: www.bluemarlindive.com 
PADI 5� Premier IDC Centre. Acc., AT, LB, ESI, EA,  
BH, AYRD, UWP, OW, NDCF, TD, EH, CH, AIP, CAOS,  
FCF. The Gili Islands most professional & friendly  
5� IDC Centre (estblished 16 years). Spectacular  
world class ocean diving. Ocean front restaurant, 
bar, night club & freshwater pool. Full retail dive 
shop on site. DM internship programmes. Full 
technical diving facility offering TDI & IANTD. 
Blue Marlin has it’s own luxury livaboard offering 
trips throughout the Indonesian Archipelago. 
Packages available.  
� �

 TWO FISH DIVERS  
One operator/three tropical-island resorts:  
Bunaken Island, North Sualwesi  
Lembeh Straits, North Sualwesi  
Lembongan Island, Bali 
Tel: 0062-811-432-805 
Email: info@twofishdivers.com 
Website: www.twofishdivers.com 
Air to 200 bar. PADI 5� IDC. Nitrox,  
EH, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, 
NDCF, CAOS. Two Fish Divers is owned and run by 
Tina and Nigel from UK. Each of their three 
tropical-island resorts offer a friendly and relaxed 
atmosphere with some of the best diving in 
Indonesia: 
1) Bunaken Island, North Sulawesi - the award-
winning reefs of Bunaken Marine Park. 
2) Lembeh Straits, North Sulawesi - the muck-
diving capital of the world. 
3) Lembongan Island, Bali - home of the mola-
mola's and manta's of Bali. 
All dive resorts are PADI 5� , have european 
management, max 24divers, small dive groups, 
and a friendly and personal service. Organise a trip 
to one of more of these resorts, or book an Indo 
Dive Safari with all three resorts!    
� � 

LANZAROTE 

 THE DIVE SHOP LANZAROTE  
C.C Matagorda, Locale 44  
Puerto del Carmen Lanzarote 
Tel: (+34)928 512-865  
Mobile: 652-013-929 
Email: info@thediveshoplanzarote.com 
Website: www.thediveshoplanzarote.com 
Opening Hours: Monday to Saturday 9:00 to 6:00 
Sunday on request EH, ESI, TD, FCF, AYRD, UWP, BD, 
NDCF, CAO. Nitrox. PADI 5* Resort 
�

 MANTA DIVING LANZAROTE  
Juan Carlos 1, No.6, Local 5,  
Puerto del Carmen 
Tel: (0034) 928 516815 
Mobile: (0034) 649 121142 
Email: info@manta-diving-lanzarote.com 
manta-diving-lanzarote-val@hotmail.com 
Skype: manta-dive-centre 
Website: www.manta-diving-lanzarote.com 
Opening hours: Mon-Sat 8.30-5.30pm all year 
round.  
Air to 200 Bar. PADI IRRA RESORT CENTRE, BSAC 
RESORT CENTRE. OSS, ACC, AT, AYRD, BH, CAOS, 
CH, NDCF, EA, EH, UWP, ESI, FCF. PADI. Courses & 
Specialties, Discover Scuba & Snorkelling. Fully 
equipped, spacious centre, 150mtrs from best sites 
in Lanzarote. Group Rates All level of divers 
welcome. NITROX.   
� �

 

 SAFARI DIVING LANZAROTE  
 
Playa de la Barrilla 4,  
Playa Chica Puerto  
Del Carmen,  
Tel: 0034 928511992 or  
0034 646752512 
Email: enquiry@safaridiving.com 
Website: www.safaridiving.com 
PADI, PADI 5� Centre, BSAC,  
PADI Premier Centre, NAUI, SAA.Acc,AT, LB,ESI, 
EAs, BH, AYRD, UWP, OWs, NDCF, ATOL,TD, 
CAOS, EH,CH,AIP, FCF. SSI & RYA. We are a 
PADI dive centre. BSAC Premier Centre and 
Seamanship Centre. SSI Diver Training Centre. 
British owned, beach based diving centre, 
established for over 18 years. Spectacular 
Ocean diving all year round which include 
reefs, drop offs, wrecks etc to suit all levels of 
diver and the complete beginner! Special 
offers available for dive packages for shore, 
night and boat dives.  
� � � �

 ISLAND WATERSPORTS LANZAROTE  
35510 Puerto Del Carmen, 
EL VARADERO 36 
Tel: 34928511880  
Email: info@divelanzarote.com 
Website: www.divelanzarote.com 
Opening Hours: Mon till Sat from 09:00 - 18:00  
EH; ESI; EA; AYRD; UWP; BH; CAOS; FCF; NDCF. 
NITROX. PADI DIVE CENTRE. Best equipped 
dive centre directly situated in the harbour 
with house reef and close to all popular dive 
sites.   
�

MALTA 

 
 DIVE DEEP BLUE MALTA  
9/11 Annanija Street,  
Bugibba, St Pauls Bay, 
Malta SPB 1320 
Tel: 00 356 21 583946 
Fax: 00 356 21 583945 
Email: dive@divedeepblue.com 
Website: www.divedeepblue.com 
Opening Hours: 8am till 6pm.  
PADI 5� IDC. EH ESI TD EA AIP Acc FCF AT AYRD 
UWP CH BH NDCF CAOS.Nitrox /Trimix. Facilities 
include:Dive Shop, Private parking, swimming pool, sun 
deck, gas filling/blending station, euipment rental/sales, 
drying and storage areas, toilets/ showers, A/C class 
rooms, techniclal facility, CCR support. 
� � �

 
 DIVESHACK SCUBA SCHOOL  
14a, Qui Si Sana, Seafront, Sliema,  
SLM3111, Malta 
Tel: 00 356 2133 8558 
Fax: 00 356 2134 5670 
Email: info@divemalta.com 
Website: www.divemalta.com 
Opening Hours: 7 Days a week from 08.00 till 
18.00 (17.00 in winter) 
PADI 5� IDC, National Geographic and TecRec 
Facility. Seafront Location. Resident Course 
Director. All PADI Courses Taught. Rebreather 
Friendly. Escorted Dives from Shore/Boat round 
Malta, Gozo and Comino. Fully Stocked Shop. 
Operating from Comino May to Oct. Nitrox, Trimix, 
National Geographic. Speciality side mount and 
Tec side mount. EH, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS, OSS + OWS.  
� � � � �

 
 DIVEWISE  
Westin Dragonara Resort, Malta 
Tel: (+356) 21 356 441 
Email: info@divewise.com.mt 
Website: www.divewise.com.mt 
Opening Hours: 7 days a week  
from 9am till finish. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� CDC Centre. Nitrox, 
Trimix, Boat Diving,Day trips. EH, ESI, TD, EA, ACC, 
FCF ,AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF ,CAOS 
PADI's No1 centre in Malta offering all courses but 
specialising in Technical diving & Instrcutor level. 
� �

 
 GOZO AQUA SPORTS  
GOZO AQUA SPORTS,  
Rubat Road, Marsalforn, Gozo,  
Malta, MFN 9014 
Tel: 0035621563037 
Email: dive@gozoaquasports.com 
Website: www.gozoaquasports.com 
Opening Hours: 7 Days a week 08:00 – 18:00. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� IDC - DSAT TECREC 
centre & BSAC Resort, ESI, TD, Acc, AT, AYRD, UWP, 
CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS, Nitrox and Trimix Available, 
Technical & Rebreather Diver Support. Free WI-FI, 
Free Tea/Coffee/Water, Rinsing/Drying/Storage 
facilities, Wreck, Boat, Cavern, Digital Photography, 
Drysuit, Enriched Air, Equipment Specialist, 
Multilevel, Naturalist, Navigation, Night, PPB, 
Oxygen Provider, Search & Recovery, Project 
AWARE Fish ID Specialities. 
� �
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SOUTH AFRICA 

 UMKOMAAS LODGE DIVE CHARTERS  
2 Roland Norris Drive,  
Umkomaas 
kwaZulu-Natal,  
South Africa. 
Tel: 27 (0) 39 973 2542 or 27 (0) 82 800 4668 
Fax: 27 (0) 86 603 6819 
Email: umkomaaslodge@gmail.com 
Website: www.aliwalshoalscubadiving.com 
               www.cagesharkdive.com 
Opening Hours: 7:00am - 16:00pm. PADI 5� 

Gold Palm Resort. Air to 220 Bar. Nitrox. EH, ESI, 
TD, Acc, FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, NDCF, CAOS. 
Shark diving is our speciality!!! (Cage dives for 
non-divers). Tropical reefs at Aliwal Shoal. Join us 
for the Sardine Run, the greatest shoal on earth. 
� � �

SPAIN 

 
 S’ALGAR DIVING MENORCA  
Paseo Martimo, S/N Salgar,  
San Luis, Menorca, 
Tel: +34 971 15 06 01 
Mobile: +34 605 054 607 
Email: info@salgardiving.com 
FB: facebook.com/menorcasalgardiving 
Open: May – October 
PADI 5� RESORT, BSAC RESORT, IEH, ESI, FCF, UWP, 
CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS. NITROX for courses and special 
dives. DIVING, COURSES, TRY-DIVES, SNORKELLING, 
BOATEXCURSIONS etc. Reefs, Caverns, Caves. Divesites 
for Beginners and Pro`s alike. COMFORTABLE BOAT, 
PROFESSIONAL STAFF and the BEST LOCATION IN 
MENORCA! Perfect for FAMILIES. Specials incl. 
ACCOMODATION for CLUBS and GROUPS of 4+ pax. 
Check out our FACEBOOK site for much more 
information and photos.  

� � �

THAILAND 

 BLUE LABEL DIVING  
Indonesia - Bunaken,  
Lembeh and Bali 
Phuket - Thailand 
Australia - Brisbane  
Tel/Fax: +66(0)76289801 
Mobile: +66(0)884509508 
Website: www.bluelabeldiving.com 
www.ccr-cave.com | www.divemedics.org 
www.benreymenants.com | exclusive-liveaboards.com 
PADI Dive Center and TDI 5� Instructor Training 
Facilities  
� �

 
 SCUBA CAT DIVING

 
Main shop: 
78/19 Thaweewong Road 
Patong Beach,  
Phuket Thailand 
83150 
Opening hours  
8.30 - 9.00pm 7 days a week 
Second shop: 
30/64 Moo.1 Saiyuan Road, Rawai Phuket 
Thailand 83130 
Opening hours 11.00-7.00pm 7 days a week 
Tel: 00 66 76 293 120/1  Fax: 00 76 293 122 
Email: info@scubacat.com 
Web: www.scubacat.com or www.scubacat-idc.com 
PADI 5� CDC. EH, Nitrox, LB, ESI, TD, EA, CAOS, 
FCF, AYRD, UWP, NDCF. At Scuba Cat we pride 
ourselves on the wide range of services and 
facilities we have on offer including Liveaboards, 
Daytrips, Half day trips, Tech diving, Handicapped 
Diving, Environmental and all PADI Courses.  
http://www.youtube.com/user/ScubaCat2007 
� � � � �

 SEA BEES DIVING
 

1/3 MOO 9, VISET Road,  
CHALONG,  
PHUKET 83130.  
THAILAND 
Tel: +66 (0)76 381 765  
       + 66 (0)76 381 943 
Fax: +66 (0)76 280 476 
Email: info@sea-bees.diving.com 
Website: www.sea-bees.com 
Opening Hours: 7.30am to 9pm every day 
Air to 200 bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, AT, 
AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS, Nitrox, National 
Georgraphic, SSI Diamond Instructor Training 
Centre. Located in Phuket, Khao Lak, Koh Phi Phi 
& Pak Meng - with our fleet of daytrip and liveaboard 
vessels, we are 'Adventure In Good Hands'  
� 

 
 SIMILAN DIVING SAFARIS Co LTD  
13/19 Moo 7 Kukkak,  
Khaolak, Takuapa,  
Phang-Nga 82190,  
Thailand 
Tel: 076 485 470 
Fax: 076 485 471 
Email: info@similan-diving-safaris.com 
Website: www.similan-diving-safaris.com 
www.burma-diving-safaris.com   
Opening Hours: 9am to 9pm.  
Air to 200 bar. EH, LB, ESI, EA, AIP, ACC,FCF, ATF, 
UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. PADI 5 Star Dive Centre. 
Livaboard specialist, PADI courses, Nitrox aboard 
our boat. Eco-friendly toiletries. Similan, Surin, 
Islands. Myanmar (Burma). Mergui Archipelago. 
Day trips, diving, snorkelling, European, established 
for 15 years.  
�

TURKS AND CAICOS ISLANDS 

 DIVE PROVO  
Ports of Call, Providenciales,  
Turks and Caicos Islands 
Tel: 001 649 946 5040 (shop) 
Fax: 001 649 946 5936 
Email: diving@diveprovo.com 
Website: www.diveprovo.com 
Hours: Hours 8am-5pm daily. Air to 200 Bar. EST. 
Hotel/dive packages to suit every taste. PADI 5� 

Resort, SSI Resort. OSS, EH, ESI, EA, AIP, Acc, FCF, 
AT, AYRD, UWP, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox 32%. 
Daily 2 tank dives to all areas around Provo; West 
Caicos, French Cay, N.W. Point, Grace Bay, Pine Cay.
Air, Nitrox, instruction and dedicated snorkel trips. 
British owners Alan and Clare Jardine. 1990 - 2010: 
Celebrating 20 years of diving as it should be!  
� � 

 PARADISE DIVING  
Paradise Bay Resort Hotel,  
Cirkewwa,  
Mellieha, Malta 
Tel: 00356 21574116 /  
00356 21524363, 
00356 99491877 
Email: sales@paradisediving.com 
Website: www.paradisediving.com 
Opening Hours: 9.00-17.00. 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI 5� RESORT. EH, ESI, EA, ACC, 
FCF, AT AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF CAOS, Nitrox.
Three summer boat dives daily, Malta, Gozo, 
Comino. No boat surcharge! Private beach 
location, Cirkewwa. PADI courses. Free group 
places. Free transport, Mellieha, Bugibba, Qawra.  
�

 
 ST. ANDREW'S DIVERS COVE  
2, St. Simon Street,  
Xlendi Bay, Gozo,  
XLN1302 Malta 
Tel: (00356) 21551301 / (00356) 99829733 
Email: standrew@gozodive.com 
Website: www.gozodive.com 
Opening Hours: 08.30 - 15.00 (winter)  
08.30 - 18.00 (summer). 
Air to 300 Bar. PADI / FFESSM / CMAS. EH, ESI, 
Acc. FCF, AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, NDCF, CAOS. 
Established in 1989 St. Andrews Divers Cove 
enjoys a reputation for friendly professional service. 
Offering: Night, PPB, boat, deep wreck, EAN dives.  
�

 
 DIVE MED  
Zonqor Point,  
Marsaskala,  
MSK 1570 Malta 
Tel: +356 21 639981    
Email: info@dive.com 
Website: www.divemed.com 
Opening Hours: 8:00am - 6:00pm  
Air to 300 bar. PADI 5� IDC. EH, ESI, ED, EA, AIP, 
Acc, AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Diving 
is SAFE, EASE and FUN when done with 
Professionals. Our 5 Star centre offers a genuine 
service to make your trips memorable and exciting. 
All diving services at excellent prices. Special offers 
available on our website.  
� 

MEXICO 

 SCUBA CLUB COZUMEL  
Av R Melgar Prol S Km 1.5,  
Cozumel, Q. Roo Mexico 77600 
Tel: 52+987-872-1133 
US# 727-230-9613  
Fax: 727-388-3638 
Email: scubacozumel@ecozumel.net 
Website: www.scubaclubcozumel.com 
Opening Hours: 24/7/365. 
Acc, ESI, EH, AYRD, UWP, BH, FCF, CAOS. PADI 
5� Training center and Dive Resort offering dive 
packages including room, meals and diving. Full 
service 5 star training facility offering all levels of 
instruction and daily dive trips. 
� �

PHILIPPINES 

 
 THRESHER SHARK DIVERS  
Malaapscua Island,  
Cebu 6013 Philippines 
Cell: +63 917 795 9433 
Landline: +63 32 406 6414 
Fax: +63324370985 
Email: dive@thresherdivers.com 
Web: www.malapascua-diving.com 
Opening Hours: 5am-8pm.  
Air to 200 bar. EH, LB, ESI, TD, EA, AIP, ACC, FCF, 
AT, AYRD, UWP, CH, BH, NDCF, CAOS. Nitrox, 
Trimix. PADI 5� IDC, IANTD, TDI, BSAC. Daily 
thresher shark dives (as seen on Monty Halls), 
mantas, wrecks, reefs, macro, muck diving, great walls 
dives. British owned and run, PADI courses available.  

� � � �
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LOOKING 
TO ADVERTISE 

YOUR DIVE 
CENTRE?

T. +44 (0) 118 974 2502 
E. sam.wren@sportdiver.co.uk



Bahamas

Aqua Cat Cruises
www.aquacatcruises.com
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Y
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Australia - Cairns

Spirit of Freedom
www.spiritoffreedom.com.au
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Y
Y
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Australia, Cairns, Queensland

Spoilsport
www.mikeball.com
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Bali

MSV WAOW
www.waowcharters.com
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Egypt, Sharm El Sheikh

VIP One
www.vipone.com
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Galapagos

Galapagos Sky
www.galapagossky.com
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Hurghada - PORTO GHALIB 

Divers Dream Tours
www.diversdreamtours.com
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Koror, Palau

Ocean Hunter Palau
www.oceanhunter.com

MALDIVES

DUKE OF YORK
www.luxuryyachtmaldives.com
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Maldives

Ocean Divine
www.ocean-divine.com

Pax
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7
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Y
Y
Y
Y
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Socorro/Guadalupe

SOLMAR V
www.solmarv.com

Pax
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Philippines

Cosmix Adventures Incorporated
www.dive-vasco.com

Pax
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CCR

240
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Palau

MV Solitude One
www.solitude-one.com

Pax
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Y
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MALDIVES 

CONTE MAX
www.luxuryyachtmaldives.com

Pax
Cab
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Hull
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8
Y
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240V
Y
Y
Y
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Philippines

Discovery Palawan
www.discoveryfleet.com

Pax
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Hull
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Y
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DO YOU FANCY INFORMATIVE 
AND INTERESTING DIVE 
CONTENT DELIVERED TO YOUR 
INBOX COMPLETELY FREE?

Terms & Conditions:- By submitting your email address you are agreeing that Archant, 

the publisher of Sport Diver EMEA, may send you the Sport Diver newsletter. Your 

information and data will not be used for any third party mailings.

Subscribe by visiting  
www.sportdiver.co.uk/join  

or just snap the QR code.

�   EXCLUSIVE SUBSCRIBER CONTENT 
�   NEWS 
�   TOP TIPS AND ONLINE FEATURES 
�   HOLIDAY OFFERS 
�   AND MUCH, MUCH MORE! 



DIVE SCAPA FLOW 
& ORKNEY

ABOARD THE 70ft LIVE-ABOARD M.V. SUNRISE and 
M.V. OCEAN EXPLORER OUR 40FT DAY BOAT.

The MV SUNRISE is a 70 ft live-
aboard dive boat, providing high 
quality diving holidays in Scapa 
Flow. There is a hydraulic diver 

lift,making it easy to get back on 
board. Nitrox is available on board;
we can provide any mix you require.

The MV OCEAN EXPLORER
is a 40 ft boat. Perfect for day
diving. With seating for up to
12 passengers the M.V. Ocean

Explorer is ideal for small  
groups and clubs.

Contact us today for availability and to book your holiday with us

Tel: 01856 874 425 � Mobile: 07889 651 680 � email: dougie@sunrisecharters.co.uk

www.sunrisecharters.co.uk

MV SUNRISE

MV OCEAN EXPLORER
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 ACCESSORIES

 CLOTHING

EQUIPMENT

DESIGNERS AND MANUFACTURERS OF  
HIGH QUALITY DIVING EQUIPMENT -  
#1 UK MANUFACTURER
Weight Systems • Bags & Pouches •  
Marker Buoys • Flags • Bottle Accessories • 

Accessories

www.bowstonediving.com

� Servicing on Site
� Wet/Dry Suits
� Regulators
� BCDs

� Cylinders (IDEST)
� Computers
� Watches
� Mail order

01924 444888     dive@roho.co.uk
www.roho.co.uk

HOLIDAYS OVERSEAS

■ English owned legal dive centre in Puerto del Carmen,
Lanzarote, located directly on a family-friendly beach.

■ We can offer you the most dive sites with daily boat, 
shore and night dives – all same price!

■ Suitable for beginner and all levels of divers – train
your own students or complete courses with us.

■ We will not be beaten on legimate quoted prices.
■ We can assist with flights/accommodation, etc.
■ Others promise – we deliver!

 HOLIDAYS IN SCOTLAND

Contact Andy for more information
Tel: 01856 850879 or Mob: 07774 407093

andy@jeanelaine.co.uk
www.jeanelaine.co.uk

INSURANCE
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JEWELLERY

 MEDICAL

Diving Medicals Nottingham  
� Sport Diver medicals £50  

� HSE commercial diving medicals £110  
� Oil and Gas UK Offshore Medicals £100

� HGV/PSV/taxi medicals £50
� Occupational Health Medicals  

Discounts for students and large groups  
For appointments call 0780 2850 084  

email: mclamp@doctors.org.uk

Drs McCann, Roberts and Bettley-Smith
- Poole, Dorset

HSE, Sport & Phone advice

Medicals done promptly at your own convenience

Phone 01202 741345

Email:madeira.medical@dorset.nhs.uk 

Diving Medicals in the Midlands HSE / Sport /
Advice – Email: doctor@midlandsdivingcham-
ber.co.uk / Tel: 01788 579555

 REPAIRS

WEBSITES

www.lumb-bros-das.co.uk 

Quality diving products.

www.otterboxes.co.uk 

Rugged waterproof cases for every environment.

www.unidive.co.uk 

A quality range of masks, snorkels, fins and knives.

www.tek-tite.co.uk 

Torches, strobes, marker lights for diving and outdoor pursuits.

 CHARTER BOATS

 NORTH

 SCOTLAND

Liveaboard diving holidays around the West Coast of Scotland.
Weekend, full week and mid week bookings available.

Accommodation, meals and airfills included in the price. 
Nitrox available. Diver lift on board. 
For more information please contact 

Nicki 01967 421714 or Bob 07778965618
Website: www.gaelicrose.com, Email: info@gaelicrose.com

M.V GAELIC ROSE OBAN

 SCOTLAND
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I
’m here in French Polynesia leading an-

other National Geographic, Pristine Seas 

expedition. This time it’s to the remote 

island of Rapa and its outlying group 

of rocky islets, Marotiri, to help the Austral 

Islanders establish a huge marine protected 

area. These waters are beautiful and are well 

looked after by the traditional Rapa method 

of Rahui, which has successfully managed 

natural resources for hundreds of years and 

is a model for all of us to learn from. But with 

increasing pressure from foreign fishing fleets, 

the islanders are keen to gain an additional 

layer of internationally recognised legal 

protection. 

We’ve got an international team of experts 

who are going to be working to the hilt for 

two weeks to ensure we get a comprehensive 

baseline of the marine environment around 

Rapa and Marotiri. We’ve got scientists per-

forming visual surveys of the fish, corals and 

fauna, we have our pelagic mid-water camera 

team who will be recording high-definition 

records of the life below our divers, and then 

we have our drop-cameras, which we deploy 

to the darkest depths to reveal the creatures 

that are too deep for any other technology to 

discover. We also have three camera-carrying 

mini helicopters. All of this activity is being 

captured by the very best underwater and 

topside film-makers.

We had a rough 700-mile passage from Pap-

eete, Tahiti. The seas had been steadily build-

ing through the day and by nightfall we were 

rolling heavily to the underlying oceanic swell 

and pitching violently to the high wind-blown 

waves. Both motions conspired to make work 

impossible, movement risky and sleeping a 

challenge, especially when the occasional big 

pitch made me airborne. We found shelter on 

the northwest side of Rapa, close to the high 

cliffs. The instruments on the bridge showed 

winds of 52kts but we only had to look to 

the cliffs and see massive waterfalls blowing 

upwards to know that it was a wild day. And 

with these conditions on the sheltered west 

side we knew that entering Ha’urei Bay on the 

exposed eastern side of Rapa was impossible.

We could not miss our appointment with 

the Island Council and so four of us landed 

by zodiac to make the short two-mile walk 

across the island. Five wet, muddy, exhausting 

hours later we arrived at the village with deep 

gouges on our legs from sharp tree roots, 

mud-caked from head to foot, hungry, happy 

and feeling lucky to have not spent the night 

lost on one of the countless confusing ridge 

lines.

We received a wonderful welcome, hot 

showers and great food - and we just made 

it in time for our meeting. After our presenta-

tions the Island Council announced their full 

support of the expedition and I was de-

lighted that my offer to take two Rapa people 

onboard with us was accepted. We feel a real 

kinship with the people here and we can learn 

from each other when we are at sea together. 

Our next meeting was with the Rahui Council, 

as they are the team that has responsibility 

for the Rapa waters. Rahui is the traditional 

system of organising sustainable fishing and 

before we could begin our work we needed 

their permission. Not only have they given us 

permission to dive in the ‘open’ areas, but we 

have also been given the very rare permission 

to dive within the protected Rahui areas. 

Our team onboard Hanse Explorer is happy 

and they are reporting beautifully clear 

waters, coral reefs in excellent condition, tiger 

sharks and even freshwater eels as a measure 

of how much water has been running off the 

island!

Today is a special day for Rapa ‘youth’, which 

meant a parade before church of all of the 

people between 16 and 40 years of age 

and a real sense of occasion during the fully 

packed church service. Music is provided by 

the ukulele and drum players and everybody 

sings while swaying to the rhythm. It’s exuber-

ant, no-holds-barred, loud, joyful singing and 

when they travel to the other Austral Islands 

for singing competitions, they always win. 

So with the Rapa people as our partners, I do 

believe this expedition is on to a winner!

For more information on Pristine Seas, visit: 

www.pristineseas.org

Paul is the Vice President of the Royal Geo-
graphical Society. For 10 years he was the 
Base Commander of Rothera Research Station 
in Antarctica and was also the BAS Diving 
Officer. He presents television and radio pro-
grammes for the BBC.

www.paulrose.org

“Five wet, muddy, exhausting hours later, we arrived at the village 
with deep gouges on our legs from sharp tree roots, mud-caked from 
head to foot, hungry, happy and feeling lucky to have not spent the 

night lost on one of the countless confusing ridge lines”
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