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n You’d be amazed at how much you can learn by looking under an 

original muscle car.

4  FEBRUARY 2015

I t’s hard to imagine that 

Bob Ashton and company 

could raise the bar any 

further, but this year’s 

Muscle Car & Corvette Nationals 

(MCACN) was simply incredible. 

His team manages to ferret out 

the rarest and most significant 

muscle cars on the planet for a 

jaw-dropping November week-

end in Chicago. This year’s show 

was so big, in fact, that we will 

split our coverage among two 

issues, starting next month.

Well, three issues, if you count 

this column. I spent some time at 

MCACN with Steve Shauger and 

his Vintage Certification judges 

as they poured over a number of 

original, unrestored muscle cars 

at the show. Steve’s crew was 

easy to spot, as they were the 

only ones on the convention cen-

ter floor with cars on a lift.

As a display, Ryan Brutt’s Barn 

Finds and Hidden Gems area 

gets more attention at MCACN, 

but the cars gathered in the Vin-

tage Certification area are argu-

ably more significant. Sure, we 

all love the “Hey, this could hap-

pen to me!” prospect of finding 

hidden treasure in a barn, but 

the education that comes from 

close inspection of an original 

car provides invaluable informa-

tion for collectors and restorers 

alike. Not to mention the recog-

nition that these time capsules 

very much deserve. 

Steve got the idea for the 

Vintage Certification program 

back in 1997, when he entered 

a 19,000-mile original Camaro 

at the GM Nationals. “I was put 

in with the restored cars and 

I did well, but it struck me as 

weird,” he recalls. “That car was 

a benchmark. It shouldn’t have 

been judged by the same stan-

dards as a restoration.” 

Two years later he got the 

Vintage Certification program 

off the ground, starting with just 

GM cars. Beginning in 2009, at 

the inaugural MCACN show, the 

program opened to all makes, 

“from AMX to ZR1,” says Steve. 

Here’s how it works. Steve has 

gathered a panel of judges—all 

volunteers “doing it for the pas-

sion,” he says—who have long-

standing expertise as historians, 

collectors, and restorers of vari-

ous muscle car makes. So Mopar 

guys were judging the ’Cuda, 

Chevy guys were going over the 

Impala in the photo here, Olds 

experts were ready to examine 

both (yes, both) ’70 4-4-2 W-30 

cars at the show, and so on. They 

use flashlights, paint thickness 

gauges, magnifying glasses, 

and noninvasive cleaners so 

they can inspect all aspects 

of the car, top to bottom. A lot 

of time is spent under the car, 

as “there’s lots of information 

underneath,” Steve points out, 

from assembly line markings on 

the chassis to which shocks and 

tires were used. At the end of the 

inspection, the owner is given 

a six-page report of the judge’s 

findings, a certificate, a plaque, 

and a poster of the car.

Steve realizes that not every 

“original” car remains 100 per-

cent original over time. So his 

judges award certification in 

five different levels. At the top 

is the Vintage Time Capsule, a 

car that is 95 percent or more 

unrestored in all areas: engine 

compartment, exterior body, in-

terior body, underbody (includ-

ing wheels and tires), and trunk. 

A Vintage Legend certificate is 

given to a car that is 85 percent 

or more unrestored in all areas. 

Vintage Heritage certifies that a 

car is 85 percent or more unre-

stored in four areas. A Vintage 

Legacy certificate is given to a 

car that’s 85 percent or more un-

restored in three areas. Finally, 

a Vintage Reference certificate 

goes to a car 85 percent or more 

unrestored in at least one area.

Owners of original cars have 

to make an appointment to have 

their cars judged at MCACN, 

because the process takes so 

much time—typically two or 

three hours, but it could go lon-

ger. While we were there, judges 

were wrapping up a four-hour 

session going over a 19,000-mile 

’70 Hemi ’Cuda. “They’re enjoy-

ing themselves and learning a 

lot,” explains Steve. “There just 

aren’t many unmolested Hemi 

’Cudas out there.” 

The judges begin working on 

the Thursday before the show 

starts, finish on Saturday, and 

typically work all day until 7 or 

8 in the evening. They can usu-

ally get 14 cars judged in that 

amount of time. 

In addition to the cars we’ve 

already mentioned, Steve and 

his panel were also going to 

certify a L78 ’69 Nova; a ’66 GTO; 

three ’66 Chevelles (two were 

L78 cars, one with just 33,000 

miles); a 19,000-mile ’74 Z28; 

and a remarkable, 4,718-mile 

AAR ’Cuda that literally looked 

showroom fresh. 

“These are real cars,” Steve 

says, “you know what you’re get-

ting. They’re not someone’s idea 

of what the manufacturers did. 

These are what the manufac-

turer did. You can tell right away 

if it’s truly an original car. It looks 

right, smells right. We can tell if a 

car has been fluffed.”

Fluffed? That’s Steve’s term 

for changes to an original car, 

even if they are made to look 

original. “We look for parts that 

have been replated, painted 

over, replaced. Over the years, 

lots of owners will do things to 

their cars to make them look 

‘better,’ but they’re ruining their 

originality. Once we start seeing 

signs that the car’s not unmo-

lested, we start looking deeper. 

It probably takes less time to 

evaluate a truly original car than 

one that’s been fluffed.”

The certification isn’t free; 

owners pay between $375 and 

$500 to have their cars judged, 

depending on how close to the 

show date they register. “Next 

year, though, if an original owner 

brings a car to us, we will certify 

it at no cost to the owner,” Steve 

tells us. “They have nothing to 

prove. We learn something, and 

the hobby learns something.”

The collection of cars in the 

Vintage Certification area would 

make an outstanding show all 

by themselves. But they’re just 

a part of what makes MCACN so 

special. It’s not too early to put 

MCACN 2015 on your calendar. 

It’s the weekend prior to Thanks-

giving, November 21-22. See you 

there.

Drew Hardin

mcreview@sbcglobal.net 

Vintage  

Certification

Editor s Note
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FAMILY TRADITION
I’m writing in response to the “Next Gen-

eration” letter [Nov. ’14]. I am 18 years old, 

have been getting your magazine for more 

than 10 years, and have been fascinated 

with muscle cars since a very young age. 

I grew up around these cars. My dad has 

owned his ’64 Corvette Stingray convert-

ible for more than 20 years, and my uncle 

Mark acquired my great grandparents’ ’71 

Camaro that they bought brand new. It 

was always my desire to own a muscle car 

someday. 

As I grew older, I transitioned from a go-

kart to a four-wheeler that would eventu-

ally be sold off to purchase my first car at 

the age of 15, a ’70 Chevelle SS tribute that 

was in driver condition. That car taught me 

what to look for when purchasing a car, as 

well as the knowledge to not only work on 

these cars but to also look for my favorite 

car, a ’71 Buick GS 455. 

After selling the Chevelle when I was 17, 

I spent the summer looking for my dream 

car. In late August I stumbled upon an ad 

for the exact car I was looking for about 

six hours away in Youngstown, Ohio. It was 

an original, numbers-matching, ’71 GS 455 

that has had the same owner for the last 

30-plus years and was in storage for more 

than 25 years. The GS was in need of paint, 

but the original Deluxe interior, with black 

bucket seats, the horseshoe shifter, and 

center console, was in showroom condi-

tion. This summer the car was repainted its 

original Verdamist Green. 

I enjoy going to car shows and cruise-ins 

during the summer with my dad and uncle. 

It makes me laugh when people come up 

to my car and ask my dad or uncle where 

they bought it. They would both point at 

me and say, “Refer all questions to the 

young man over there.” I love the look on 

their faces when they see how young I am 

and how enthusiastic I am about this gen-

eration of cars. 

Kids my age are interested in these cars, 

but they are getting harder and harder to 

find and are becoming less affordable. It 

takes plenty of hard work to bring new life 

into these cars, but it is well worth it know-

ing that you have preserved a piece of 

American history. That is something that I 

will always look forward to doing as I grow 

older, to put more of these cars back on the 

road for years to come and generations to 

appreciate. 

Jarred Luczak

LETTER OF THE MONTH

8  FEBRUARY 2015

WRITE US! Email the editor at mcreview@sbcglobal.net, or send a letter to Letters, Muscle Car Review, 831 S. Douglas St.,  

El Segundo, CA 90245. Letters may be edited for content and space, and we cannot return any photos sent with your letters.  

Please include your name, address, and phone number in case we need to reach you.

MCR you identify the battery in the time-

capsule Z/28 [Rare Finds, Nov. ’14] as a Y77. It 

looks like a R89W or S side-terminal battery, 

not the Y77. But wait, there is a side-terminal 

battery listed as a late-production item, so 

GM did change the battery in late April 1969, 

making this a late-production car. Hey, it was 

a way to spend a boring afternoon at work. 

Gerard Trabalka  

GROOVY
Your recent editorial about car colors 

[Editor’s Note, Nov. ’14] really struck a chord 

with me. I am the original owner of a Tor 

Red (orange) EV2 ’70 Road Runner. It is all 

original with 66,000 miles other the in-dash 

AM-FM that I had the dealer put in instead 

of the AM it came with. I was 20 years old at 

the time, and I knew I wanted this color and 

looked at many dealers before I found it. My 

regular driver is a black Grand Marquis, and 

my wife drives a silver Toyota Avalon. Just 

before I turned 60 in 2009, I decided that I 

wanted a Torch Red ’10 Camaro to use as an-

other fun car. Since it was such a hot car at 

the time, there were no cars in my area with 

the equipment I wanted in that color, so the 

dealer had to transport it in from two states 

over and charged full sticker plus transpor-

tation. Everyone always told my late mother 

to replace her old green kitchen counters, 

but I had convinced her to keep them since 

I liked them as well. I remember my disap-

pointment when she decided to replace her 

gold and green washer and dryer. My son 

has two black cars!

Bob

WE NEED DIFFERENT
Thank you for the November issue. I 

loved the fact that you had not one but 

two Slant-Six ’Cudas. Plus a story on the 

Marines with AMXs. The change-up was so 

welcome. Your focus on High Impact colors 

cuts across brand loyalty, and I love it. This 

ole Marine with a 351W ’69 Torino revels in 

change-up. Keep throwing in the different. 

We need different. 

Steve Petree

included a photo of my Competition Orange 

Boss 302 Eliminator.

Brian Carpenter

SHOCKING
I got a charge outta this. In the current 

TWISTED COLORS
The photo caption about the Grabber 

Orange Mach 1 Twister Special [“Color My 

World,” Nov. ’14] comparing the Ford Grab-

ber Orange color to Mercury’s Competition 

Orange is incorrect. Ford Grabber Orange is 

the same as Mercury Competition Gold. The 

’70 Eliminator Competition Orange (paint 

code 1) is the same as Ford Calypso Coral. It’s 

easy to get the names and the colors “twist-

ed up” going between Ford and Mercury. I’ve 
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Ford is also marking the Shelby 

Mustang’s golden anniversary 

with a new version of the mus-

cular pony car. Calling it “an 

all-day track car that’s also street 

legal,” Ford has created the new 

Shelby by significantly upgrad-

ing the ’15 Mustang. Underhood 

is a 5.2L naturally aspirated V-8 

engine engineered with flat-

plane crankshaft technology 

that will produce more than 

500 hp and 400 lb-ft of torque. 

Chassis tuning includes mag-

netic-ride dampers, recalibrated 

spring rates, massive Brembo 

disc brakes, and fat 19-inch 

wheels wrapped with Michelin 

Pilot Super Sport tires. In the 

cockpit, a driver-control system 

offers five modes that alter 

ABS, stability control, traction 

control, steering effort, throttle 

mapping, damper tuning, and 

exhaust settings. No price or 

release date has been set for the 

car, but expect to see it this  

summer as a ’16 model.

GT350 Returns
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By Drew Hardin

Michael Irvine’s latest painting, The Champion, is a tribute to the Boss 302 Mustangs built for  

the supercompetitive 1970 Trans-Am racing series. Front and center is Parnelli Jones’ Grabber  

Orange Boss, flanked by teammate George Follmer’s Boss and a street version, built to homolo-

gate the car for racing. Irvine offers the painting in several versions, from a limited-edition print  

to a gallery-edition canvas. Visit michaelirvine.com for more info.

The Champion

10  FEBRUARY 2015

G.T. 350 Featured  
Marque at Monterey
In honor of its 50th birthday, the Shelby G.T. 350 will be the featured 

marque at the Rolex Monterey Motorsports Reunion, August 13-16 at 

Mazda Raceway Laguna Seca. Organizers have added a special ’65-

’72 G.T. 350 race group to the weekend’s program, and Ford is plan-

ning a special paddock display to showcase the car’s history. Tickets 

are already on sale; visit mazdaraceway.com for more info.

The Original 
G.T. 350

While we were browsing 

through Ford’s archive for 

photos of the ’65 G.T. 350 to 

use for this column, we ran 

across these two photos of 

Shelby’s prototype (5S003) at 

an advertising photo shoot. 

Note that the driver side of the 

car has the stock steel wheels, 

while the passenger side has 

aluminum Cragars.
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Harold Coker, founder of Coker Tire Com-

pany, passed away in November at age 84. 

Coker launched the company in 1958 to 

reproduce obsolete tires for collectors so 

they would have authentic rubber for their 

vintage cars. In doing so he pretty much 

invented the collector vehicle tire industry. 

Coker Tire today is the world’s largest sup-

plier of tires—and now wheels—for collector 

cars, trucks, and motorcycles. Coker (right) 

is seen here with his son Corky, the current 

CEO of Coker Tire. 

Harold Coker 
(1929-2014)

NEWS & STUFF

Muscle Car Bookshelf

Muncie 4-Speed  
Transmissions: How to  
Rebuild and Modify 
by Paul Cangialosi, 144 pages, softbound; 

CarTech Books cartechbooks.com

The title pretty much says it all. This is an 

in-depth technical manual on how the 

Muncie works and how to tear it apart, 

rebuild it, and upgrade it for high-perfor-

mance applications. There’s a chapter on 

the history of the Muncie transmission 

and even reproductions of the transmis-

sion’s original patent drawings.  

er side of the 

eel wheels, 

INK

INK
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WWW.NATIONALPARTSDEPOT.COM

FAST & FREE DELIVERY
1 to 3 day delivery to most of the U.S.,  
Free UPS ground shipping on orders over $300.

EXPERIENCE
Since 1976 exceeding 
customer expectations!

EVERY-DAY PRICING
Why wait for sales or points programs?  
NPD’s every-day prices are competitive.

LARGEST INVENTORY
Over 570,000 square feet of 
fully-stocked warehouses / stores, 
Over 98% instant fill-rate!

National Parts Depot is proud 
to be a major sponsor of The 
Iacocca Foundation and The 
Lee Iacocca Award, “Given 
for Dedication to excellence 
in perpetuating an American 
Automotive Tradition.”

iacoccafoundation.org

SCAN HERE TO 
VISIT US ONLINE

Also follow us on

Copyright © 2014 by National Parts Depot, All Rights Reserved.

COURTEOUS 
SERVICE

Sales staff available  
24/7 or walk-in  

Mon. - Fri. 8am - 9pm 
Sat. - Sun. 8am - 5pm

N CAROLINA - Charlotte,
Local 704-331-0900

800-368-6451

MICHIGAN - Canton,
Local - 734-397-4569

800-521-6104
CALIFORNIA - Ventura,
Local - 805-654-0468

800-235-3445

FLORIDA - Ocala,
Local - 352-861-8700

800-874-7595

For fastest delivery & service call the NPD store closest to you

67-81 Hoods  
starting at  

$319.95
67-81 Roof panels starting 

at $249.95

67-81 Fenders  
 starting at $184.95

66-72 Door 
Shells starting 

at $324.95

64-72 Floor Pans 
starting at $306.95

64-72 Factory Quarters  
starting at $319.95

48-96 FORD TRUCK SHEET METAL

55-57 THUNDERBIRD SHEET METAL

79-93 FOX MUSTANG SHEET METAL

65-73 MUSTANG SHEET METAL

47-53, 55-98 
Bedside Assy. 
starting at 
$249.95

47-98 Tailgate 
Assy. starting 
at $79.95

66-72  
Complete Trunk Pans  
starting at $609.95

66-70 Radiator Core Support 
starting at $182.95

66-69 Front Wheelhouse  
starting at $149.95

53-56, 73-96 Hoods 
starting at  
$106.67

79-90, 91-93  
Fenders $59.95

55-57 Fender Skirts,  
pair $329.95

55-57 Front Floor Repairs 
starting at $117.50

53-55,  
73-96 Door 
Shells starting 
at $93.33

53-56, 61-96  
Fenders  
starting  
at $84.44

67-81  
Fenders 
starting at $265.95

67-69, 77-81  
Door Shells  
starting at  
$299.95

67-81 Hoods 
starting at 

$395.95

67-81 CAMARO SHEET METAL

64-87 CHEVELLE SHEET METAL

47-98 CHEVY TRUCK SHEET METAL

67-81 FIREBIRD SHEET METAL

64-72 GTO SHEET METAL

79-93 Complete  
Floor Pans $399.95

79-93  
Deck Lid 
$174.95

65-73 Tail Light  
Panels starting at  
$67.75

65-70  
Trunk Floors 
starting at $418.50

Mounts offered for 6 & 8 cylinder 
engines from 1948-1996.  
Prices start as low as $4.60

ALUMINUM  
RADIATORS

 2 Row 3 Row 4 Row
 $168.95 $237.95 $309.95

2mm thick aircraft  
grade aluminum,  
fully TIG welded for  
strength and  
durability. 

Developed many  
years ago and tested  
in the tough Florida sun and rain  
on every day cars to expensive exotics.  Provides a 
Pebble Beach concours winning finish!  $69.99

CHADWICK’S  
TRIPLE PLAY  
CARE SYSTEM

NPD now offers every scoop used on the Trans 
Am & offers mounting hardware. 70-76, 77 low 
profile design, 78-79 400 or 403, 80-81 305 with 
side notch, most scoops are $139.95

NEW  
70-76
TRANS AM  
SCOOP

MOTOR MOUNTS

OE-REPLACEMENT BUMPERS
Front Bumpers, 66-67 $344.95

Rear Bumpers, 66-69 starting at $359.95

BOESHIELD® T-9, RUST 
PREVENTION AND PENETRANT
Technology created and owned by Boeing 
to coat and prevent rust on bare metal  
surfaces, dries to a clean waxy water  
resilient coating, penetrates pores and  
dissolves rust.
T-9 12 oz. spray $15.75, 
1 gallon bottle $109.95

These quality reproduction head light kits are 
designed to replace your worn out yellowed 
factory head lights. They are available in many 
different styles with pricing starting at $89.95

HEAD LIGHT KITS

QA1 quality shock absorbers, struts and 
other suspension components are highly 
responsive, consistent and the best 
value on the market today. QA1 is proud 
to manufacture all shocks in the USA.
Front or Rear non-adjustable  $119.50
Front single adjustable  $186.95
Rear single adjustable  $176.95
Rear Double adjustable  $276.50

QA1 SHOCK ABSORBERS

65-70 Full Quarters starting 
at $109.95

FRONT END KITS
Choose from  
the highest  
quality parts  
with our  
“OE style” kit,  
or select the “Good Replacement”  
for a budget-minded rebuild. 
OE style replacement starting at $239.95 
Service grade good replacement starting at $179.95
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CHEVELLE KITS $1449.95

NPD is proud to introduce its exclusive, all-new-tooling, original-quality Dash Pad 
for 70-78 Camaros. From stitching detail, to sheen, to texture, to fit of pad and all 
related components, this Dash Pad delivers show-quality results.

70-78 w/AC .......C-14655-4A $379.95 70-78 w/o AC ......C-14655-5A $379.95

NPD Exclusive!

64-72 Small & Big block kits

NPD Exclusive!
Fire-Am by Herb Adams, Graphics
9-color reflective vinyl. Kit Includes
1 - Hood Bird 50” x 57”
3 - Fire Am decals for fenders and spoiler,
2 - Bird/Fire Am decals for the sail panel,
1 - Fire Am windshield decal, squeegee 
and instructions
76-79  C-8800-FA  599.95

Kit contains the ingredients necessary  
to achieve balanced handling for  
street driven cars. Each component  
has tested & matched specifically for  
your car to provide a neutral balance  
& vastly improved corning power 
without being stiff.

Replace old cracked and faded steering wheel 
with these reproduction wheels for 47-72.

Replace pitted chrome or broken mirrors 
with these high quality reproductions.

48-52 $44.25 66-79 $33.50 80-89 $69.95

At over 25 lbs the Durafin Heavy Canton Flannel 
custom fit cover is not what you’d  
call an everyday cover. The material 
an extra-heavy ivy gold cotton flannel, 
with an extremely effective protector-

ant called Durafin, which coats the outer 
layer of the cover to create a water-resistant 

yet breathable home for your classic. The Good Part your paint sees nothing of the Durafin 
all that touches the surface is soft, 100% tufted cotton. 55-57 Thunderbird  T-940-1A  
$289.95. NPD also supplies Durafin covers for all vehicles featured in this ad.

POLISHED STAINLESS TIPS
Taking a page from GM’s playbook, Pypes  
has taken tips to the next level with their  
polished stainless versions! Designed to  
closely match the originals in long lasting  
stainless construction, Pypes adds their  
logo and polishes them to a mirror finish. Available to fit 
2-1/2” exhaust systems for all models, as well as 3” sizes 
in 1964-65 and 1970-72 designs, sold in pairs.

69 70-7164-65, 72 66-68

Available for 64-72 
GTO 2-1/2” and 3” 
starting at $74.95

ORIGINAL STYLE WHEELS

ORIGINAL STYLE MIRROR

54-56  $289.9547-53  $269.95 60-66  $269.95 69-72  $259.95

92-96 $24.44

Looking for a complete kit with the 
option of either 28 or 31 spline axles? 
NPD is proud to offer both options.  
For 7.5 or 8.8 rear axle with  
drum brakes. 
87-93 5 lug 28 spline M-2000-7AK 
87-93 5 lug 31 spline M-2000-7BK

CONVERSION KITS $439.95

Made using aircraft quality  
aluminum that is black  
anodized, clear anodized or  
polished to architectural grades.  
This finish will not fade and is  
resistant to fingerprints and water spotting.
Back or Clear  65-66 $104.95 67-68 $114.50 69-70 $126.95
Polished 65-66 $119.95 67-68 $128.50 69-70 $144.50

RADIATOR TO  
GRILLE SHIELDS

COMING  
SOON

DURAFIN COVER

W119019-MSCP-150200_R.pdf 11:48:21__12/09/14 Ad Insertionblackyellowmagentacyan



“She didn’t know if  
she could sell. She  
really didn’t want  
to let it go.”

A LEGEND IN ITS OWN TIME

By Jerry Heasley

n Mark Watkins and his friend Jim Pierce went to look at the Torino Cobra. The car ap-

pears complete except for the wheels, which are vintage slotted mags from the ’70s. The 

rear window louvers (slats) are factory. This model year Torino is notorious for rusting 

around the rear window glass.

14  FEBRUARY 2015

Rare Finds

Mark Watkins’ ears perked up 

when his friend Jim Pierce 

said, “You know, John never 

did get rid of his old Torino. 

Brenda, his widow, still has it. Maybe she 

would sell it?”

Mark, who recently retired from the high-

way department, drove a ’57 Chevy in high 

school. Before he graduated in 1976, he got 

to street race his buddy Doug Ward’s 429 

Cobra Jet ’70 Torino. 

“They were so long on power,” Mark says. 

“I was a Chevy guy, but I have to admit that 

was the toughest engine. It went through 

three or four high school kids and never got 

overhauled and didn’t need it. It took it.”

Mark laughed as he reminisced of those 

glory days of the mid ’70s when leaded 

premium was 60 cents a gallon. His buddy 

bought the 429 Cobra Jet/four-speed Torino 

off a used car lot in Downing, Missouri, for 

$1,300. 

Mark says, “He didn’t know this thing had 

that kind of power. But did it ever make his-

tory. This thing had a name to it, the Torino. 

It drove around town and everybody looked 

at it. It was kind of like a legend in its own 

time.

“We were going up against a Fairlane 

one time, heading between Lancaster and 

Downing. The Fairlane was trying to out-

run us. Everybody thought it ran good. He 

was running 110. So I pushed the pedal on 

down and was still in Third gear. I buried the 

speedometer at 120, shifted into Fourth, and 

flew past the Fairlane like it was an after-

thought.”

Mark said the rearend was “super high 

geared.” He remembered a set of 2.72s. 

“We weighed that car one time. I think 

it weighed 4,100 pounds. So, weight went 

against you for drag racing right from the 

get-go.”

Doug Ward bought the Torino for its 
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GET OUR 
290 PAGE 
CATALOG 
TODAY!

www.classicperform.com378 E. Orangethorpe Avenue | Placentia, California 92870 

Prices subject to change without notice. Please note that kits and prices may vary between certain applications.

(714) 522-2000 FAX (714) 522-2500

888-522-8306

CLASSIC PERFORMANCE PRODUCTS, INC.  

STEERING-BRAKES-SUSPENSIONSTEERING-BRAKES-SUSPENSION BEST 

QUALITY!
BEST 

PRICES!

starting at  $299/kit

starting at  $1195/kit

OEM Rubber Kit - starting at -
$259/kit

Get better than 
new perfor-
mance for a 
modest price.

COMPLETE
FRONT END
REBUILD
KITS

starting at  $49/ea

OE REPLACEMENT 
SPINDLES

starting at  $159/pr

OE style brake booster, master cylinder and propor-
tional valve combinations. 

Broached to precise factory specs.
All popular sizes available.

High quality original 
fit and finish!   

1955-57 
SHOWN

FRONT DISC/REAR DRUM BRAKE PACKAGE

starting at - $899/kit

starting at - $1959/kit

Tune up your chassis 
with some of the best 
upgrades for a great 

price! This pack-
age teams up all 

the pieces that 
will convert your 

ride into a corner 
carver on the track 
and a pleasure to 

drive on the 
street.

COMPLETE PERFORMANCE PACKAGE

starting at - $39/ea

SHOCK 
ABSORBERS
CPP carries RideTech, RCD, QA1, 
and our own "Black Magic" nitrogen 
gas shocks.

BRAKE 
BOOSTER 

AND MASTER 
CYLINDER 
COMBOS

HUGE 
SELECTION!500 Series™ Boxes- starting at   $379/ea

RESTO-MOD 
POWER 
STEERING 
BOXES

1958-64
FULLSIZE

FOR A-BODY, 
F-BODY, & X-BODY

ASK FOR IT BY NAME!

STANDARD AND UPGRADED
SWAY BARS

STANDARD WITH BILLET MOUNTS

Frame rail mount and heim design for aggres-
sive performance driving. Many front and rear 
applications available for Chevrolet cars and 
trucks.

Standard Plain - starting at $139/ea    

Standard w/Billet Mounts (shown) - starting at $189/ea

FRONT
& REAR KIT!

INCLUDES NEW C5 TALL SPINDLES, PERFECT FOR 13" C5 BRAKES!

Starting at  
$289/ea

TILT 
STEERING 
COLUMN S

Stainless steel adjusting tilt
columns in 28", 30", 32" and 33"
lengths and plain, chrome
and black finishes. Key columns 
also available. 

ASK FOR IT BY NAME!

MANY STYLES TO 
CHOOSE FROM!

Starting

at $39/ea

STEERING  COLUMNS 
AND ACCESSORIES

Starting at  $199/ea

ORIGINAL
REPLACEMENT
UPPER & LOWER CONTROL ARMS

starting at  $199/pr

For your 1955-64 Fullsize Chevy.
Complete with ball joints and cross 
shafts with a black powder coated 
finish. Your choice of rubber or poly bushings. 
Upper Control Arms with additional 5° caster 
available for 1955-57 Fullsize Chevys!

NEW!
Freshen up all the components for your original power disc 
application. Also a great upgrade for original drum.

FULLY
ASSEMBLED

BEST 

PERFORMANCE

AND VALUE!

Single Adjustable-starting at  $569/kit          

Double Adjustable-starting at  $729/kit          

ADJUSTABLE RIDE 
HEIGHT FROM 1"-7" 
LOWER FOR YOUR 
1964-72 CHEVELLE!

REAR COIL-OVER
CONVERSION KIT
You can now get a 
complete suspension 
makeover for both 
ends of the vehicle.

We have the finishing touches to your 
LS engine. These engine kits include our 
brand new FitRite™ mount kit, headers, 
and oil pan kit.
 

LS1, 2, 3, AND 6 ENGINE KITS
FOR CAMARO, CHEVELLE AND TRI-FIVE

1964-72
(SHOWN)

ASK FOR IT BY NAME!

ORIGINAL

TANKS AND SENDING UNITS
These are original-fit tanks and require no modi-
fications to mount. Available for 55-57 Chevy, 
62-67 Nova, 64-72 Chevelle, 67-69 Camaro and 
more!

C5 TALL SPINDLE
WHEEL BRAKE KITS
Includes 13" rotors with dual piston C5 caliper 
stock height spindle. Black and red available.
1964-77 CHEVELLE, 1968-79 NOVA, & 1967-81 CAMARO

Complete Kit - Starting at  $649/kit

Uprights/Spindles only - $269/pr

NEW!

NEW!

EFI 
READY!

Tanks Starting at  
$229/ea

#FPK-FI  Fuel Pump Kit   
$220/kit

Sending Units Only Starting at  
$49/ea

STREET BEAST™

ASK FOR IT BY NAME!

HYDRAULIC ASSIST UNIT
These powerful but compact units put out over 
1800 P.S.I. of brake assist using the vehicles 
power steering system. 

Basic Units- starting at $389/ea

Street Beast™ Complete Kit - starting at $749/kit

Includes 
aluminum 
body coil-over 
shocks, specially 
designed conical 
springs and all 
mounting hardware. starting at  $439/kit

COIL-OVER
CONVERSION 
SYSTEMS

FOR A LIMITED TIME GET A 
FREE SPANNER WRENCH AND 
BEARING KIT!

NEW!NEW!

NOW

AVAILABLE FOR 

1958-64
FULLSIZE!

W130268-MSCP-150200.pdf 08:47:44__12/11/14 Ad Insertionblackyellowmagentacyan



n This Torino Cobra came with bucket seats from the factory. The horizontal speedometer 

read to 120 mph. The factory console is out, but it’s in the barn, just not with the car. 

A LEGEND IN ITS OWN TIME

to shar

jerr

n The engine isn’t just the Cobra Jet. It is the Super Cobra Jet with a shaker scoop for ram 

air. The 4.30 gears in the factory Detroit Locker make this Ford a tire-burning beast. 

Rare Finds
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“I was a Chevy guy, but I have  
to admit that was the toughest 
engine”
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 TIME

Do you have a RARE FIND story 

to share? Contact Jerry Heasley at 

jerry@jerryheasley.com.

swoopy fastback body style. He sold the 

big-block Torino to his friend John Wall, 

who was a couple years younger. John 

had his fun and sold the Torino to another 

high school kid. Finally the car ended up 

wrecked and in the junkyard.

Meanwhile, John hunted another Cobra 

Jet. Instead of a regular Torino, he bought 

a ’70 Torino Cobra with factory Bright Yel-

low paint and a flat black hood. According 

to Mark, this car had “the whole deal”: 

429 Super Cobra Jet, Drag Pack, shaker 

hoodscoop for ram air, rear window slats, 

four-speed, and a 4.30:1 Detroit Locker 

rearend.

John’s plan, Mark recalls, was to “restore 

and kind of make a drag car out of it.” 

However, at just 25 years of age John was 

killed in an auto accident. The accident 

had nothing to do with the Torino or high 

speed. The Cobra “kind of got shuffled off 

to the back,” Mark recalled. It moved from 

the back of the house to an old metal shed. 

When Mark retired, he decided he 

wanted an old muscle car. So he called up 

John’s widow, Brenda. Was the Torino Co-

bra for sale? “She said she wasn’t sure. She 

said they didn’t need it.”

The real news was the car actually be-

longed to Ashley, John Wall’s daughter. 

Brenda was cooperative. She left the 

barn open so Mark could look over the car. 

He talked to Ashley about a possible pur-

chase. “She didn’t know if she could sell,” 

says Mark. “She really didn’t want to let it 

go. I told her I understood and said I’d like 

to talk to Jerry Heasley and take some pic-

tures, ’cause he’s got a Rare Finds column 

in Muscle Car Review. I said if nothing else, 

John would have really gotten a kick out of 

seeing his old car in a magazine.”

Mark bought a digital camera just to 

shoot some high-resolution images for this 

column. The photos show a car that has 

been sitting for obviously a long period of 

time, covered in dirt inside a barn. Mark 

noticed rust around the back window. The 

car could use a new trunk lid. He contacted 

a good bodyman, who advised that the car 

needed to be stripped and dipped.

Mark said, “The torque the first one had 

with the high gear was amazing. But I can 

just imagine what this thing would be like 

with a 4.30 rearend.”

Maybe one day Mark will find out, if 

Brenda decides to sell her dad’s car. Mark 

would be a likely candidate to spend the 

time and money to restore this Torino to 

its former glory. 

Thank  
You   For Supporting Our Advertisers
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The place is Riverside Raceway, 

June 1968. The event is the Hot 

Rod Magazine Drags. The car 

is a ’68 Camaro sponsored by 

Dana Chevrolet, and the driver is Dale “The 

Canuck” Armstrong.

Sadly, we couldn’t find any information 

about how Armstrong did in the race. But 

poking around the Internet turned up a 

feature article in Cars magazine about the 

modifications made at Dana to turn the  

Camaro into an “SS/C Honker.”

The car did not receive a 427 conversion 

but instead ran a 396-inch, 375-horse big-

block that Armstrong, who worked at Dana, 

had modified for race use. The block was 

bored 0.030 over and filled with a Crank-

shaft Company (CSC) crank and L88 rods 

fitted with CSC forged pistons. He used an 

L88 camshaft and “has his own boss trick 

with the pushrods,” wrote the magazine. “He 

stuffs them with pipe cleaners, as many as 

five in each pushrod, to cut down on the oil 

supply reaching the rocker area.”

Topping the motor was an L88 intake 

manifold with the plenum opened up, which 

improved midrange and top-end power. A 

set of Doug’s headers routed gases to “tiny 

production mufflers” as called for in the 

NHRA rulebook. 

“Armstrong has always been a stick-shift 

man,” said the article, so his Camaro was 

set up with a Muncie M22 four-speed with a 

Hurst T-handle shifter and reverse lockout, 

hooked to the engine via a Shiefer/L88 

clutch and Shiefer flywheel. 

Further Internet sleuthing turned up a 

post by Armstrong himself, on the Detroit 

Horsepower message board, during a 2005 

conversation thread about his car. He said 

he ran the car throughout 1968, mostly at 

Lions dragstrip, and his best e.t. was 10.61 

seconds at 128 mph. 

Armstrong left Dana in either late 1968 

or early 1969 and opened up his own ser-

vice station. A customer of his, Jim Bowers, 

bought the orange Camaro, and Armstrong 

ran it at the 1969 AHRA Winternationals in 

Phoenix. He won overall Street Eliminator in 

B/HR F-2 with a two-barrel carburetor fitted 

to the motor. According to Armstrong, it set 

the record at 11.31 seconds/118 mph.

If anyone out there knows the current 

whereabouts of this special Camaro, we’d 

love to hear from you. 

Dale went on to racing success in Pro 

Comp and Funny Car, but he is probably best 

known as the crew chief for Kenny Bernstein 

during the ’80s and ’90s, helping Bernstein 

win five NHRA championships and make 

the first 300-mph pass in the quarter-mile 

in 1992. 

Right about the time we found this image, 

Dale passed away at age 73. Too soon.  

DANA AT THE DRAGS
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“They were taunted all the 
time by locals trying to lure 
the brothers out”
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Because It’s Been Parked 30 Years

Pop quiz: You’re trying to start a 

car that hasn’t run in months. 

A carb backfire, fed by a leaky 

fuel line, starts a fire under-

hood. You (A) are glad you have a fire 

extinguisher handy and quickly douse the 

flames; (B) run around screaming while the 

fire engulfs your prize ride; (C) call the fire 

department and wait while the fire engulfs 

your ride; or (D) use whatever’s handy to 

put out the fire because you don’t have an 

extinguisher. 

By Drew Hardin & Dale Snoke
Photos by Drew Hardin

When this happened to Roger Jobe 

as he was trying to start his Impala, his 

first reaction was to grab handfuls of dirt 

and throw them on the fire, realizing—too 

late—the death blow he dealt to the 409. 

That’s why this ’62 Impala Super Sport, 

once a terror on the streets of Southern 

California’s San Gabriel Valley, was pushed 

off to the side of the Jobe yard and parked. 

It wound up sitting there for more than 30 

years. The mild climate in the SGV helped 

preserve the Impala until Dale Snoke dis-

Period  
Perfect

n This Impala SS is a real time 

capsule, parked for more than 

30 years still wearing its ’60s 

speed equipment. You can 

see where the original Ermine 

White paint is coming through 

the red repaint, done back in 

the day to disguise the winning 

street racer.
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n The Impala still has its born-with 409. The car’s current “curator,” Dale Snoke, has verified that the numbers match. Check out the wild fender-

well headers built by Doug Robinson. 

PERIOD PERFECT

n We don’t think the new coat of red paint 

fooled any of the Impala’s potential competi-

tors, since the distinctive fenderwell headers 

were still very visible. That’s a pitted old Astro 

wheel on this side of the car; the other side has a 

rusty steel wheel salvaged by the Jobes.

n

brushed on the block

22  FEBRUARY 2015

AT A GLANCE
1962 IMPALA SS  

Owned by: Dale Snoke, Glendora, CA

Restored by: Unrestored

Engine: 409ci/380hp V-8

Transmission: 4-speed manual

Rearend: 4.88 gears with Positraction

Interior: Red vinyl bucket seat

Wheels: Different on each corner

Tires: Different on each corner

Special parts: Air shocks, aftermarket gauges, 

dual-quad intake with Carter AFB carbs, fender-

well headers, one 14x6 Astro front wheel, one 15x7 

ET five-spoke rear wheel

“Closer examination reveals a true time  
capsule of ’60s and ’70s speed equipment”

n

back ar

still look

with the c

too old to hold air an
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n The 409 when the Jobes raced the car, and now. That’s yellow Rustoleum that the brothers 

brushed on the block. “Evidently this was done a lot back then,” says Dale.

e 
t”

covered the car and brought it out of sus-

pended animation. At first glance it looks 

like some old relic, but closer examination 

reveals a true time capsule of ’60s and ’70s 

speed equipment.

Dale spent a lot of time with Roger and 

his brother Ed gathering the details of this 

car’s checkered past. It came from the 

factory with a single-carb 409, four-speed 

transmission, 4.11 gears, and Positraction. 

Almost immediately (maybe even before 

it left the lot at Mission Chevrolet in San 

Gabriel), the single-carb manifold was 

replaced by a dual-quad setup, and the 

cast-iron exhaust manifolds were tossed 

in favor of a set of wild fenderwell headers 

built by Doug Robinson’s Horsepower En-

gineering in Pasadena. 

Originally painted Ermine White, the car 

apparently beat all comers on the street. 

It won so often, in fact, that the owner 

brought the car back to Mission Chevrolet 

for a repaint in the red color it still wears 

today, a disguise that may have been less 

than successful given those unique head-

ers sticking out of the front wheelwells. 

By August 1966, the Impala was rel-

egated to a used car lot in Monrovia, which 

is where Roger found it. He snapped it 

up, and he and brother Ed started racing 

it. The Jobe family owned a number of 

service stations in the valley, so it was easy 

enough to work on the car. They swapped 

in a set of 4.88s for street action, and then 

put the 4.11s back in when making long-dis-

tance hauls. For some reason they painted 

the engine block with yellow Rustoleum 

(which is still clinging to the motor—barely) 

and in the ’70s mounted a pair of Carter 

AFB Competition Series 600 carbs. 

“They drove the car on a regular basis,” 

says Dale, “and it was a fixture at the gas 

station. They were taunted all the time by 

locals, driving by in their hot street cars, 

trying to lure the brothers out. Occasion-

n Like the front runners, the crusty wheels and dry-rotted tires out 

back are basically rollers for now, though the weathered ET five-spoke 

still looks cool. Dale plans to use the reverse chrome wheels he got 

with the car. The Casler slicks on those wheels are probably 

too old to hold air anymore.
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ally they did, and it was never a pretty sight 

for their competition.” 

Dale says the brothers “glowed with 

joy” as they told him about those days, 

and they “even laughed a bit about the 

constant blowing up of the carrier bear-

ings from the countless clutch dumps.” 

They had a steady supply of 104-octane 

fuel from the family gas pumps, “and I 

think their dad was probably OK with them 

occasionally using some of the profits to 

display their prowess. I’m sure customers 

driving by saw the street cars in the ser-

vice bays being worked on, and thought 

these guys knew their stuff.”

As the years went by, though, the Imp 

was driven less and less. Other projects 

and the demands of family life kept the 

brothers busy. It was in 1980 that the en-

gine fire and resulting dirt shower killed 

the 409. Roger parked it, and it never ran 

again. “He would move the car around, and 

for a time it was well cared for,” says Dale. 

“But as with anything that gets neglected, 

it was pushed off to the side for newer and 

greater projects.”

Now, Dale owns the car and considers 

FAMILY PHOTOS
When Dale Snoke visited with 

the Jobe brothers, they shared 

with him a few photos from 

their past. The Impala was not 

the only car they raced, on or off 

the track.

n This shows the 

front driveway of 

the Jobe home in 

Temple City. “Anyone 

would have given 

their eye teeth for a 

driveway with those 

cars parked on its 

concrete,” says Dale. 

The family still owns 

the two-door wagon 

still equipped with 

a 301/four-speed, 

as well as the ’56 Ford Custom Cab truck soon to be 

brought back to life with a late-model drivetrain. 

n Roger Jobe’s flathead-powered ’31 Ford five-

window in front of the family’s Mobil gas station in San Gabriel. 

They also had photos of the car racing at Irwindale. “Ed said that 

his brother had sourced a 354 Chrysler Hemi, but had already 

installed the flathead to make the car run,” Dale says. “Then he 

got his draft notice, and the Hemi sat until it was sold off at later 

date, never to be installed.”

n Ed Jobe’s ’55 Chevy in primer and ready for action in front of their Shell station in El Monte. “Part of the recipe the brothers 

and their father Earl had was to make sure that one of their hot streeters was always parked out in front of the station,” Dale explains. 

“This would always bring in customers, most of whom were thinking, ‘Hey, if they can work on that really fast race car, they can certainly 

fix my old heap.’ It was a good concept, and worked.”

n We were the first people to open the fuel 

filler door in decades. Dale hadn’t even 

opened it yet. At what point does patina 

become just plain crud?
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n Considering the car’s age, the 

interior is in pretty decent shape. 

The carpet has mostly rotted 

away, but the back seat looks like 

it was barely used.

n Period interior mods included an 

aftermarket steering wheel, auxiliary 

gauges, and Hurst linkage for the 

Muncie transmission. It looks to be a 

heater-delete car, but there is an AM 

radio in the dash.

y sight 

obably OK with them 

ound, and 

er and 

“It won so 
often that 
the owner 
brought the 
car back 
to Mission 
Chevrolet  
for a repaint”
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n Dale got a lot of N.O.S. parts with the car, as the Jobes collected 

quite a few bits and pieces over the years. 

himself its curator. He plans to do just 

enough to the car to get it back on the 

street, “where it made such an impres-

sion so many generations ago,” he says. 

“Of course, it will be quite hard to run the 

old Casler cheater slicks, but I will use the 

chrome reverse wheels and whatever 

spare parts that came with the car when 

Roger signed it over to me for safekeeping. 

I want future car enthusiasts to see what a 

period car looked like.”  

“It was pushed 
off to the side  
for newer and 
greater projects”
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PATINA GALLERY
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The Blackbird 
A Jim Wangers Street Warrior 
Lives On in DetroitStreet racing is woven into the fab-

ric of Detroit culture like Motown 

music, a case of Vernor’s ginger 

soda, and the Red Wings hockey 

team. In the ’60s and ’70s, reputations 

were built and shattered by the outcome of 

those late-night, extracurricular activities, 

with many of the participants holding day 

jobs with the auto manufacturers. They’d 

surreptitiously test new parts or even en-

tirely new engine combinations, or at least 

have backdoor access to them. 

Jim Wangers was behind many of the 

Detroit area’s quickest street cars, even if 

he didn’t actually do the driving himself. 

As Pontiac’s main man at its advertising 

agency (which was located on Woodward 

Avenue), he always practiced what Pontiac’s 

ads preached, or at least what they suggest-

ed. One of Wangers’ creations, a ’68 Firebird 

Ram Air I car known as the Blackbird, would 

become one of the fiercest and toughest 

cars in the Motor City’s golden age of street 

racing, an era when racers would hold back 

traffic on freeways for starts. 

Like many legends, the Blackbird’s is 

filled with turns of fate that could have 

easily scuttled the car’s accomplishments, 

starting with the fact that Wangers wasn’t 

the original owner. It was ordered by Tony 

Knieper, the parts manager at Detroit’s 

Stan Long Pontiac, for his brother Mike. As 

it turned out, it was one of only three cars 

ordered with the Ram Air I engine and a 

column-shift Hydramatic automatic. It was 

also ordered with a 3.90-geared Saf-T-Track 

rearend and with undercoating deleted, 

because the car’s sole role was racing. 

Tony Knieper intended to race the car, 

but he and another brother, Frank, were 

killed in an accident while returning to De-

troit from Union Grove Raceway. Having 

no interest in racing, Knieper’s family sold 

the Firebird to Wangers, who had plans 

for the car but didn’t act on them imme-

diately. So the car sat at Milt Schornack’s 

Royal Automotive until about 1970. 

This was the time all automakers began 

to kill off high-compression engines in 

favor of low-squeeze mills that ran better 

on the coming low-lead fuel. One Pontiac 

casualty was a production 455 engine with 

a stronger block—with increased cylinder 

case webbing—an Arma Steel crankshaft, a 

hotter camshaft, and improved round-port 

Ram Air IV heads. The plan was to take on 

the Buick 455 Stage 1 and the Chevy 454 

LS6. Wangers convinced Pontiac’s Russ 

Gee and Bill Collins to build a version of this 

By Barry Kluczyk

Flies Again

combination and test it in the ’68 Firebird. 

They got Wangers the stronger engine 

block and RA IV heads. More help was 

enlisted from Tom Nell, who spec’d a 

camshaft ground by General Kinetics, and 

Herb Adams, who sent the RA IV heads to 

Diamond Engines for additional work. The 

engine was assembled, tuned, and main-

tained by Brian Ballish at Royal Automo-

tive. He took the bores out 0.030 inch, giv-

ing the engine a 462ci displacement, and 

used a well-prepped Moldex crankshaft, 

Super Duty connecting rods, and custom 

forged-aluminum pistons for the rotating 

assembly. He initially topped it all off with a 

1,000-cfm Thermo-Quad carburetor. 

Evolving Project
Ballish worked hard to ensure that 

the fuel delivery and spark matched the 

airflow capability of the big-inch, deep-

breathing engine. And like so many ac-

tive street/race cars, the engine’s setup 

and tuning was an evolving project 

in

ret
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b
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Blackbird Flies Again

opped it all off with a 

ched the 

involving a variety of fuel pumps, carbu-

retors, and even a custom distributor he 

built that incorporated a timing retard 

intended for high gear. It was activated 

by a switch mounted discreetly under 

the dashboard. He also experimented 

with some crazy fuel concoctions from 

Dow Chemical, but among the most 

promising items was a 1,000-cfm pro-

totype carburetor from Holley that fea-

tured significantly larger venturis. 

Ballish and John “Cheater” Politzer, one 

of the drivers Wangers enlisted for the 

Blackbird, took the car and experimental 

carb to rural Lapeer Dragway, about 60 

miles north of Detroit, for testing. It wasn’t 

exactly a covert operation, however, as 

Politzer drove up the ladder to take the 

Fast 16 victory for the weekend. Unfortu-

nately, Holley wanted the carb back, and 

that was the last they ever saw of it—and it 

never went into production. 

Feeding that big carburetor was one 

of Ballish’s largest problems, and he tried 

a variety of fuel pump setups, including 

an auxiliary pump in the engine compart-

ment, but found that a pair of trunk-mount-

ed electric fuel pumps and twin pickups at 

the bottom of the tank did the trick. 

“The engine could really move a lot of 

air and revved comparatively quickly, so 

we were always chasing the fuel part of 

the equation,” says Ballish. “I had to get 

creative at times, but it was all part of the 

learning experience—and the fun.”

While the Blackbird’s performance was 

“Wangers was behind  
many of the Detroit  

area’s quickest street cars”
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n The Blackbird’s current owner, Dr. Eric Schiffer,  

had it repainted nearly 15 years ago and made sure it matched  

its early ’70s appearance, including the peach accents and  

Camaro rear spoiler. 

THE BLACKBIRD FLIES AGAIN

n That’s not a ground strap attached to the 

cylinder head but rather a tie-down to keep 

the engine in place in case a motor mount 

breaks during hard launches.

n

auxiliar

stick that mimic

autogr

W

n

wheels ar
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n Said to be a favorite combo of Jim Wangers, 

the 440ci Pontiac mill in the Blackbird was 

created with the marriage of a 428 crankshaft 

and a 455 block bored 0.030 over. It’s an over-

square design that allows the engine to rev 

quickly while still producing excellent torque. 
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AT A GLANCE
1968 FIREBIRD 400

Owned by: Dr. Eric Schiffer

Restored by: Owner

Engine: 440ci/500hp (est.) V-8

Transmission: Turbo 400 3-speed automatic

Rearend: Pontiac 10-bolt/8.2-inch with 3.90 gears 

and Saf-T-Track

Interior: Black vinyl bucket seats 

Wheels: 15-inch Ansen Sprint 

Tires: 26x7.5-15LT Mickey Thompson Sportsman 

front, 275/60R15 BFGoodrich Drag Radial rear

Special parts: Custom Pontiac 455 engine, fuel 

system and ignition system (circa 1970); home-

made traction bars; original components removed 

to reduce curb weight

Period performance: 11.68 at 127 mph (Popular 

Hot Rodding, Mar. ’71) 

“He also experimented with some crazy fuel 
concoctions from Dow Chemical”

quantified on the dragstrip, Wangers and 

Politzer went to great lengths to keep it 

pretty vague on the street, where the idea 

was to win, but not beat the opponent by 

that much. 

“If you totally embarrassed someone, 

they would often get mad or think you 

pulled a fast one,” says Politzer. “We tried 

to beat the other guy only by a car length 

or so. In the Blackbird, that typically meant 

pulling back on the reigns, because it was 

really quick.” 

When the pair hit the Detroit area 

hotspots, their reputations preceded them. 

Experienced street racers knew they only 

ran superhot factory cars, and they were 

immediately wary of the “new” car. As the 

story goes, Wangers touted the Blackbird 

as an “11-flat” car, but it still pulled several 

car lengths on a Super Stock Hemi that 

could run 10.70s. They even gave fits to an-

other Hemi driver who would continually 

have his car upgraded by the likes of Hemi 

experts Ted Spehar and Tom Hoover, only 

to get beat time and again by that frustrat-

ing car length. 

“The owner would tell me what he was 

doing to the Hemi, and when I reported it to 

Jim [Wangers], he’d have me pull the heads 

and mill 0.020 inch off them, or something, 

to bump up the compression and make 

sure we were ready for him,” says Ballish. 

Michigan Street Race
Indeed, Wangers was one of the most 

street-savvy competitors at the stoplight. 

While touting the car as “all steel,” he 

never mentioned the hood bracing and 

hinges were removed—requiring two 

people to remove the then-flimsy piece 

of sheetmetal—along with the door-guard 

beams and other inner braces. 

He also knew how to work over com-

petitors, particularly when he suspected 

the
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n The black vinyl interior is all business, with 

auxiliary gauges and switches, a Hurst Auto-

stick that mimics a manual stick, and requisite 

autographs on the glovebox door from Jim 

Wangers and engine builder Brian Ballish.

n Authentic five-slot Ansen Spring “mag” 

wheels are the period-perfect complement for 

the Firebird and mimic the wheels it rode on in 

its street-racing days.

n It’s not really yellow, orange, or gold. It’s re-

ally a peach-colored accent for the hood that’s 

also repeated on the taillight panel. 

n The Blackbird’s owner, Dr. Eric Schiffer 

(left), with original driver John “Cheater” 

Politzer (center) and original engine builder 

Brian Ballish. Dr. Schiffer acquired the car 

from Jim Wangers about 15 years ago. 

n The Blackbird in suburban Detroit, 

circa 1972. 

s, 

shaft 

er-

que. 

PART OF THE GAME
Although the Blackbird was a clan-

destine street fighter, Jim Wangers 

couldn’t help but taunt the competi-

tion by getting it written up in maga-

zines of the day, including Popular Hot 

Rodding and Super Stock and Drag Il-

lustrated, but he didn’t exactly give 

everything away in those stories. 

s of Hemi 

-

o 

e me pull the heads 

20 inch off them, or something, 

. 

d 

they’d trailered the car and driven it only a 

block or two. “We would suggest the origi-

nal spot we were in wasn’t suitable and 

suggest driving a few miles away,” says 

Politzer. “That drive was usually enough to 

make the other guy’s spark plugs ‘load up’ 

and not run quite as well.” 

That was called a Michigan street race. 

Then there was Wangers’ infamous triple 

burnout tactic. “It was great,” recalls 

Politzer. “We’d do three burnouts to, you 

know, make sure the tires were ‘just right’ 

for a hard launch, but what it really did, 

again, was make the other guy’s running 

car load up while he was waiting.” 

After running roughshod over the 

Detroit scene, Wangers convinced writer 

Tom Madigan to feature the car in Popular 

Hot Rodding. The March 1971 story was a 

technical feature that illustrated how some 

bolt-on parts helped the car run 11.68 at 

121.78 mph on 7.50x15 M&H slicks. 

Feeling more could be had from the car, 

Wangers updated it for a January 1972 sto-

ry in Super Stock and Drag Illustrated that 

demonstrated how the Blackbird could run 

11s at 127 mph on 28-inch-tall, 8-inch-wide 

slicks. Not surprisingly, the car was signifi-

cantly quicker than the published times, 

thereby staying a step or two ahead of the 

competition. 

Wangers eventually sold the car, and it 

changed hands a couple more times. In 

1997, Dr. Eric Schiffer, a suburban Detroit 

chiropractor, acquired the car and remains 

its caretaker. He treated the car to a fresh-

motor makeover—a 440-cube combina-

tion that marries the 4.00-inch stroke of 

a Pontiac 428 with the 455 block—but it 

remains largely the same as it did 45 years 

ago. That includes the Wangers-added 

“light peach pearl” stripe down the hood 

and taillight panel, visible lightening efforts 

in the trunk, and tow bars welded to the 

front bumper. The five-slot mag wheels are 

period-perfect, too, while a set of home-

made traction bars given to Wangers helps 

the fleet-footed Firebird hook. 

Dr. Schiffer made a few concessions to 

convenience, however, including reinstall-

ing hood hinges and a heater. And despite 

its history on the street and several own-

ers, the car has only accumulated about 

17,000 miles. Schiffer’s custodianship is 

one of preservation, so it won’t likely ac-

cumulate many more miles, but he doesn’t 

shy away from driving it. In fact, we added 

more than a few miles to the odometer 

during our photo shoot, which coincident-

ly ran past Jim Wangers’ old ad agency 

building on Woodward Avenue. 

The Blackbird has recently been immor-

talized in a new 1:18-scale die-cast model 

from the Acme Trading Company. It is a 

great tribute to an important player in De-

troit’s muscle car-era street wars.   
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Dusty Might
A Potent Shelby  
Sits Idle in New Jersey

Brothers George and Randy Porubski are dyed-in-

the-wool Blue Oval fans. Not only have they bought, 

collected, and restored too many Ford products to 

count on their collective toes and fingers over the last 

30 years, but they also have made the restoration hobby their 

fulltime job. They own and operate Perogie Enterprises in Hight-

stown, New Jersey, a company that supplies “must-have” parts 

and services to the discriminating Ford restoration junkie. Need 

a rare part for that Mustang, Torino, or other Ford model? These 

guys probably have it.

Back in 1980, George owned a sweet ’68 Shelby G.T. 500. 

Though it was the real deal and a highly sought-after ride, it 

wasn’t exactly what he wanted. When Randy purchased a ’67 G.T. 

500 for himself, good ’ol George knew that his brother’s newly ac-

quired Shelby would have to be his. Luckily Randy was more than 

game to trade their rides, as he actually preferred George’s ’68 

to his freshly acquired ’67. So the brothers swapped Shelbys, and 

George got his dream car. On the flipside, Randy was just as joyful 

as his bro. It was win/win all around.

The ’67 was in decent shape when George got his mitts on it. 

Though the original Lime Gold paint was covered with a shade of 

red, the rest of the car was original and intact, including all the im-

portant parts that make a Shelby a Shelby. Parts like the original 

428, the original transmission, rearend, gauges, wooden steering 

wheel, and rollbar were all present and accounted for. The paint, 

unfortunately, was in a sorry state; it had faded severely in several 

By Scotty Lachenauer
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n George Porubski moved 

the stunning ’67 Shelby to a 

garage on his property when 

his free time dwindled. His 

plan was to put the original 

motor back in and bring 

the car back close to stock. 

Almost there, 26 years later. 

Don’t be fooled by the dirty 

shell; a quick wash and wax 

and this ’Stang is ready to hit 

the local car shows.
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AT A GLANCE
1967 SHELBY G.T. 500

Owned by: George Porubski, Highstown, NJ

Restored by: Owner (restoration ongoing)

Engine: 428ci/355hp Police Interceptor V-8

Transmission: Top Loader 4-speed manual      

Rearend: 3.91 gears with Trac-Lok

Wheels: 15x7 Shelby 10-spoke

Tires: P215/70R15 BFGoodrich T/A radials

n The original 428 Police Interceptor now 

graces the engine bay, which was once 

occupied by a beefed 427. The Shelby’s  

engine was refreshed by the owner even 

though it is a low-mile example.

spots. So George decided to pull the motor 

and take care of a few necessities to get 

this Shelby back in top form.

Once the 428 was out, the owner decid-

ed to tuck the engine away for safekeep-

ing. George had other plans for the car’s 

motor motivation brewing in his car-crazy 

cranium. A red repaint was ordered up first, 

and so the Shelby got a reskin in ’67 T-code 

enamel. But now, to fill the vacant engine 

bay, a 427 medium-rise motor was built 

and installed. The big-block was standard 

bore, stuffed with 12.5:1 slugs, topped with 

a 2x4 tunnel wedge, and finished off with 

a set of Hook

of r

pr

C

Holle

on the s

int

didn

she w

’Stang whene

w

tomobile Club

cir

appear

at P

ran the c

headers unc

mph! The br

Tanedo

ride

running the S

to be run.

in the br

time the blazing r

“sho

n George and his Shelby 

hit the track at the SAAC 

7 convention at Pocono 

Raceway back in 1982. He 

was clocked at 148 mph 

that day.

n In another photo 

from the early ’80s, 

George’s daugh-

ter, Sheri, poses 

with the Shelby 

and some of the 

trophies it col-

lected when George 

showed the car.

“George ran the car with the 
headers uncorked and was 
clocked at 148 mph”

n George decided to break in the 

freshened 428 after he reinstalled 

it. Oil pressure was closely moni-

tored to make sure no mishaps 

would tear apart the big-block.
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n Even after sitting for more than 25 years, the interior is still in 

reasonably good shape. Usually small critters make a home for 

themselves in the soft, cushy interior parts. Not so here. The Shelby’s 

interior is still clean and ready to reuse. Only a few pieces have been 

removed for cleaning or repair.

n Because the Shelby was run (and run hard) when it was under 427 

power, the owner decided on these radials for roadability. Shelby 

10-spoke wheels are the owner’s wheel of choice.

n George was smart to write notes to himself (or whoever might want 

to take it for a spin) on exactly what has been removed from the station-

ary Shelby. Not only does it remind him of needed work, but it would 

deter someone from taking it for an impromptu drive. 

SOURCE
Perogie Enterprises

609/448-1684

perogie.com

a set of Hooker headers. Being a collector 

of rare speed parts, even George was quite 

proud of the 427’s radical intake—a NAS-

CAR piece topped with a pair of 600-cfm 

Holleys.

Needless to say, the car was an animal 

on the streets. The 427 made the Shelby 

into a true race car. But the accolades 

didn’t stop there. She was as beautiful as 

she was fast, and the brothers showed the 

’Stang whenever they could. Since they 

were members of the Shelby American Au-

tomobile Club, their G.T. 500 hit the show 

circuit. In 1982, at SAAC 7, the car made an 

appearance at the Shelby Convention held 

at Pocono Raceway. At the meet, George 

ran the car on the open track with the 

headers uncorked and was clocked at 148 

mph! The brothers, and employee Larry 

Tanedo, took turns bringing friends out for 

rides (which you could still do back then), 

running the Shelby the way it was meant 

to be run.

The car was also an object of admiration 

in the brother’s respective families. Many a 

time the blazing red Shelby was rolled into 

“show and tell” day at their kid’s elementa-

ry schools. Imagine the unlucky classmate 

who had to go on after one of the Porub-

ski’s kids had their dad rumble into the 

parking lot with that nasty 427 throwing all 

that horsepower down to the pavement. I 

guess that next kid’s pet frog didn’t seem 

so cool after that display. 

In 1988, the Shelby went into the garage 

at Perogie and the potent 427 was pulled 

out. It sat with an empty engine bay for 

more than 20 years. Not forgotten, really, 

but just “put aside” when life’s duties came 

calling. By now their business had blos-

somed, and all that extra time they had 

earlier had dwindled. Family life was put 

first, as it should be, and the Mustang took 

a back seat to wives, kids, and of course 

the business.

In 2009 some steps were taken to get 

the car back on the road. The original 428, 

which had been pulled back in 1981, was 

freshened up and reinstalled. The motor 

was broken in while the car sat in the ga-

rage. George ran it for a good two hours, 

making sure that the big-block would once 

again deliver its original dose of horsepow-

er. The transmission was also rebuilt with 

new bearings and gaskets, and a 31-spline 

Trac-Lok unit was added out back. New 

four-caliper discs were installed along with 

Ford rotors for precise stopping power. 

Once these modifications were completed, 

the Shelby went back to another peaceful 

slumber for the last five years and has not 

been reintroduced to the winding rural 

roads around Hightstown as of yet.

With only 54,000 miles on it, the ’67 

still has a lot of life ahead of her. George 

plans to get her out again one day but just 

doesn’t feel the need to rush. Hey, after 

26 years, what’s a few more months—or 

years—to make sure you get it right? Know-

ing the handiwork of these two brothers, 

there’s no doubt this G.T. 500 will once 

again tear up the streets of Jersey, and do 

it with the style that only a true Shelby can 

deliver.  

n The speedo shows just south of 60,000 miles, 

which is correct to the car. The feisty 428 has less 

than that on it. Just a few tweaks and reattachments, 

and this G.T. 500 will be ready to run.
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BASKET CASE 
CHEVELLE
By Mark Ehlen

Part 4:  

Side Glass  
Install

3 
to thr
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do for a proper seal, so that will need to 

be done first. In fact, it’s a very wise idea 

to mock up the gaskets, doors, and glass 

before the car is painted to be absolutely 

sure that everything will fit and to make 

adjustments if everything doesn’t. 

A word about the door and window 

seals. It really doesn’t take a lot of pres-

sure for them to achieve a watertight 

seal, but, like any other rubber type prod-

uct, they will “take a set” and conform 

somewhat to their sealing surface. So it’s 

OK for them to be a little tight at first. If, 

however, it takes a hard slam to shut the 

A
s we’ve said from the 

beginning of this proj-

ect, missing parts are 

normal with a basket 

case car. We were 

lucky; we are up to the 

fourth installment of the story of this 

Chevelle’s rebirth at Muscle Car Restora-

tions in Chippewa Falls, Wisconsin, and 

the only major parts to come up short so 

far are the side glass. 

Now, glass can be polished, and if there 

are no major scratches, polishing could be 

valid approach. But since we were miss-

ing pieces and didn’t want to mix old and 

new, Original Parts Group was contacted 

for new windows and mounting hardware. 

The window regulator mechanisms them-

selves were in restorable condition, so 

those were reused. 

It doesn’t matter if the door and window 

seals are with the basket case. Don’t even 

think about trying to reuse 40-year-old 

gaskets when a call to a company like 

SoffSeal can provide brand-new, perfectly 

fitting pieces. Since we are dealing with a 

hardtop, the door adjustment plays just as 

critical a role as the window adjustments 

1 
w

center mount the glas

lator

end hold the stops that limit up

tr

o 

2 
ible in the photo), which limit ho

and aft adjustment

glas

the windo

the quar
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“It’s surprising how water 
can find a way through”
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3 
Install all the door hardware, including the door latch and lock and 

window crank, before you install the glass. Note that the glass bolts 

to three slotted holes, which also provide the fore and aft adjustments.

4 
Window guides on both ends keep the glass from falling inward 

when the door is open or the window is partly down. The guides 

don’t really affect the glass adjustment when the door is closed and the 

glass is up.

5 
A vertical stop on both ends limits upward travel. These also set the 

final fore and aft rotation when the glass is fully up so it aligns with 

the weatherstrip and roof. 

od-

s 

1 
The glass from Original Parts 

Group comes with all the hard-

ware attached. The three studs in the 

center mount the glass to the regu-

lator, while the two clips on either 

end hold the stops that limit upward 

travel.

2 
Here you can see all the provisions for door glass adjustments: (A) 

window height stops (there are two of these, though only one is vis-

ible in the photo), which limit how far the window can rise; (B) the fore 

and aft adjustments; (C) the tilt adjustment, which moves the top of the 

glass in or out; and (D) the rotation adjustment, which aligns the top of 

the window with the roof (along with the height stops) and also with 

the quarter window.

A
B

B

C

B
D
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BASKET CASE CHEVELLE

door or a very tight window to stop a 

leak, then something is not adjusted cor-

rectly. If the glass is running parallel to 

its gasket, then it really shouldn’t take a 

lot for it to seal tight. What doesn’t work 

is needing to have a window too tight 

on one end in order to bring the glass in 

contact with the seal on the other. This is 

the sort of thing that usually can be pre-

7 
Here you can see that the back corner of 

the glass is just a bit too high, causing it 

to fold over the weatherstrip when the door 

is closed with the window up. This actually fit 

fine until the quarter-window was in place, 

so don’t be surprised if there is some fussing 

around to do with both windows after the ini-

tial adjustments. Also, it’s equally important 

to check the fit from the inside and roll both 

windows up and down with the door closed. 

8 
Don’t forget to raise the down stop to the 

bottom of the window when you have it in 

the preferred down position.

9 
fr

bolt

to mo

of t

the up stop

panel) allo

slot

1
slot near the bottom tilt the top of the win

do

1

6 
Start by aligning the leading edge of the glass with its weatherstrip, then fine-tune the over-

all height. Note that raising the height will also move the leading edge forward a bit. The top 

of the glass will also need to be tilted in and out to get the leading edge of the glass parallel to 

the weatherstrip so it has even contact along the entire length. 

“Do
think abo
tryin
40-y
g

vented by doing a prepaint mockup. 

To test the seals when they are done, 

Muscle Car Restorations will take a hose 

to all the windows to be certain there are 

no leaks anywhere. It’s surprising how 

water can find a way through where you’d 

swear there was no way it could. Better 

to find out in the shop than on the road at 

60 mph. 
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e it in 

9 
As you might expect, the quarter-window 

glass adjustments are totally different 

from the door glass. The two cadmium-plated 

bolts on top allow the bottom of the window 

to move in and out and allow a small amount 

of twist as well. The black bolt on the left is 

the up stop. The two brown bolts (inside the 

panel) allow fore and aft movement within the 

slots you see there. 

10 
The Phillips-head bolt is the down stop 

adjustment. The black bolt and small 

slot near the bottom tilt the top of the win-

dow fore and aft. 

11 
This slot tilts the top of the window in 

and out. 

er-

he top 

“Don’t even 
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trying to reuse 
40-year-old  
gaskets”
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BASKET CASE CHEVELLE

12 
Obviously 

this gap is 

not what we’re 

looking for. The 

rear window will 

need to move 

forward to fill 

the opening.

1
windo

glas

er

13 
The first step is to get the quarter-win-

dow edge to line up with the door glass 

and close enough for it to cause the door 

window to seat well into the quarter-window 

weatherstrip.

14 
The quarter-window also needs to be 

adjusted so that it is parallel with the 

door window. Here you can clearly see that 

the bottom of the window must be moved 

outward.

1
both windo

cy

expec

“It’s important to 
check the fit from 
the inside and 
roll both windows 
up and down with 
the door closed”

SPOT
R
GB INK
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15 
As the door window goes up, it also 

moves rearward. Be sure the quarter-

window glass is adjusted so that the door 

glass catches the outside of the rear weath-

erstrip as it is raised. 

-

s 

w 

16 
Lubricate the shaft and the channels 

with white lithium grease, and run 

both windows up and down through several 

cycles to be sure everything works as 

expected.

MSCP-150200-BASK.indd  12/9/14  4:02 PM  PAGE 41MSCP-150200-BASK.indd  12/9/14  4:02 PM  PAGE 41



MUSCLE

42  FEBRUARY 2015

«By Arvid Svendsen
Photos by Larry Gantner

Stardom on planet muscle car is not quite as fickle as the 

train wreck that is popular culture these days. Achiev-

ing celebrity status in the social media era seems not to 

require any particular capability, talent, or intelligence. 

However, in the late ’60s, recipes of varied ingredients found on 

muscle cars guaranteed a meteoric rise in popularity and recogni-

tion. Chrysler Corporation, through the guidance of Jack Smith, 

discovered one such automotive recipe that shook up Detroit. 

Offer up a car that is affordable, has a healthy V-8 motor funneling 

power through a four-speed manual transmission, and displays a 

cartoon character on its flanks, and you have a can’t-miss formula 

for success, a formula that became the wildly popular Plymouth 

Road Runner (and, with a few small changes, the Dodge Super 

Bee). 

Even greater heights of muscle car stardom could be reached 

by a customer who knew his or her way around the Plymouth 

order sheet. For example, an already popular Road Runner could 

reach überstar status if painted red, accessorized subtly, and pow-

ered by a 426 Hemi engine. Patrick O’Leary happens to own just 

such a beast, a Matador Red ’68 Hemi Road Runner that has won 

either First or Best of Show at every event it has entered. Patrick 

acquired the Road Runner in 2006 after selling his unrestored 

original ’69 Saddle Bronze Metallic 440 GTX convertible. As much 

as Patrick loved that GTX, he discovered that the hypnotic Mata-

dor Red Hemi car pegs the needle on crowd appeal and superstar 

muscle car fame.

The ’68 Plymouth was purchased initially by a gentleman be-

lieved to have lived in Spokane, Washington. The car was then 

sold to another Washington state resident, who might have had 

some connection with a local fire department. A document has 

surfaced that listed the Road Runner as a fire department “fleet 

vehicle,” which has not been fully explained. Anybody out there 

grow up in the Pacific Northwest with a fire chief who drove a 

bright red Hemi Road Runner? 

By the late ’80s, the Road Runner’s ownership record becomes 

much more concrete. An astute muscle car enthusiast from Cali-

for
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A Can’t-Miss Formula for Success
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tible. As much 

tar 

s 

fornia named Leroy Eckerd learned that this car was for sale. “I 

was living in Riverside, California, and I somehow got wind of the 

Road Runner being available in Washington state, near Spokane,” 

Leroy remembers. “It was sitting in an old auto repair shop next 

to a split-window Corvette. The car was in real decent shape in 

original paint. It was clean, not damaged, and had no rust. Even 

the Road Runner horn was still in the car.” 

Leroy recalls seeing about 30,000 miles on the odometer, “and 

it was complete. It wasn’t really a drag car, it was just a street car 

that had been drag raced and had slicks. Everything on the engine 

was stock and complete. It even had the stock wheels. All I did 

was buy the car and tear it apart and go through it. It was a street 

sleeper. It had the radio delete for whatever reason, that big Hemi 

motor, and dog-dish wheels.”

Leroy did his homework on Hemi car codes and stampings and 

wisely checked the numbers before making a deal. After purchas-

ing the car, he had Galen Govier verify the car, which confirmed 

it was the real deal. Leroy also wisely kept all his receipts from 

the restoration he performed, including parts purchased from 

YearOne and Coker Tires. There is also a receipt from Motor Sup-

ply Machine Shop in Riverside, the business that Leroy contracted 

to rebuild the 426 Hemi. The total amount for the engine rebuild, 

transmission rebuild, and dyno time came to $3,589.11. That tab 

would be bit higher today.

Leroy properly exercised his Road Runner, almost as if being 

chased by Wile E. Coyote, super genius. “I took the car to an air-

port called Grassy Meadows Sky Ranch in Hurricane, Utah. I ran 

it from one end of the runway to the other flat out. I think it hit 

about 120 mph. I sold the car around 1998, I made a profit, and I 

hope somebody else makes a profit with it someday. Tell the new 

owner of that Road Runner that he has a fine automobile.” 

Leroy sold the Road Runner as a package deal with an AAR 

’Cuda to a restaurant owner near Green Bay, Wisconsin, sometime 

around 1998 or 1999. That owner quickly put the Road Runner up 

for sale, and Mopar aficionado Bob Shapiro bought it in 1999. 

Bob recognized the rarity of the car and was determined to 

s

n The Road Runner, introduced 

for 1968, was based on the 

redesigned ’68 Belvedere. The 

car initially came as a two-door 

coupe post car, while a two-door 

pillarless hardtop version—like 

this car—was introduced mid-

year. There were 840 Hemi 

coupes and 169 Hemi hardtops 

built. Of those hardtop cars, 

108 were four-speeds  

and 61 automatics. 
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n The redesign of the Plymouth B-Body 

made the move from two to four head-

lights. The aerodynamically challenged 

square design of the car was less than 

ideal for NASCAR, which would lead to the 

development of the Dodge Daytona and 

Plymouth Superbird.

ROAD TO STARDOM

n The ’68 Road Runner came standard with 

a 383ci/335hp engine, an ambitious motor 

with a camshaft lifted from the 440. The 

only engine option for the ’68 Road Runner 

was the $714.30 Hemi. 

«

44  FEBRUARY 2015

AT A GLANCE
1968 ROAD RUNNER 

Owned by: Patrick O’Leary, Lino Lakes, MN

Restored by: Shawn Wilmot, Cambridge, MN

Engine: 426ci/425hp Hemi V-8 

Transmission: Column Shift 727 TorqueFlite 

Rearend: 8¾ with 3.23 gears and Sure Grip  

Interior: Black vinyl bench seat

Wheels: 15x6.5 steel 

Tires: 225/70R15 Coker Redline Radials 

Special note: Verified by Galen Govier as the 

only one known to exist with the Hemi, hardtop 

body style, PP1 Matador Red paint, and radio de-

lete combination

track down as much of the owner history 

as possible. He gets the credit for much of 

the information contained here. Pleased 

with Leroy’s restoration, Bob left the Road 

Runner as delivered. During his seven 

years of ownership, he drove it less than a 

thousand miles. 

Realizing the possibility that the enlarg-

ing muscle car bubble might soon burst, 

Bob brought his Road Runner to Barrett-

Jackson in 2006, where Patrick O’Leary 

acquired it. New owner Patrick began win-
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n Patrick’s car is a radio delete car with an in-dash tachometer. The 

person who ordered this car new had his performance priorities 

straight. If you have a Hemi, you don’t need a radio. 

n The basic black bench seat interior with column shift automatic 

hammered home the theme of a bare-bones performance car. 

n The laser-straight Mopar sports its original panels and drivetrain and shows only 48,000 miles on the odometer. It was winning awards 

even before it was restored, including Best Mopar at the 2010 Car Craft Summer Nationals and Best of Show at the 2011 Car Craft Summer 

Nationals. 

n While all of the ’68 Road Runner’s front-fender decals were black 

and white, the bird on the rear cove panel was in color. (The fender de-

cals would be in color on the ’69.) Props to the father of the Road Run-

ner, Chrysler’s Jack Smith, who negotiated permission from Warner 

Bros. to use the Road Runner character for a mere $50,000.

“It was sitting in an old auto repair shop next to a 
split-window Corvette”

n Coker Tire Redline Radi-

als are the perfect upgrade 

over the factory bias-ply 

tires, since Patrick drives 

the car on a limited basis. 

“I’m thrilled with the way the 

car looks, thanks to Shawn 

Wilmot,” says Patrick. “But 

the car drives even better 

than it looks.”

ning awards from the moment he began 

taking it shows. He drove the car sparingly 

and kept it nice and warm during the in-

sanely cold Minnesota winters. 

Not content with anything less than per-

fection, Patrick eventually took his Mopar 

to Shawn Wilmot of Cambridge, Minneso-

ta, who expertly restored the superstar car 

in time for the 2014 show season. At the 

Car Craft Summer Nationals in St. Paul, Pat-

rick’s Road Runner was given the Restored 

to Perfection award. Patrick also won the 

prestigious 2014 Top Eliminator Hemi Heri-

tage trophy at the annual Midwest Mopars 

in the Park show, and was selected to show 

the car at the Chrysler Group display at the 

2014 Woodward Dream Cruise as part of 

the 50th anniversary of the Hemi. 

The Matador Red, bare-bones Hemi Road 

Runner seems to be a winning formula. Be-

hold, celebrity status, muscle car style.  

«

ROAD TO STARDOM
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WARM HER 

HEART

SPOT
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MUSCLE

n A ’69 GTO Judge sits 

quietly atop another GTO. 

This one had taken a hard 

hit early in its life but was 

still restorable.
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I’ve traveled a lot in my quest to find cool old cars in barns, 

fields, and junkyards. But in all my travels, I have never been 

to a junkyard with so many rare muscle cars. This was a 

place drenched in myth and legend, a junkyard I was told 

by a friend I had to see. The yard was in the middle of nowhere. 

Unless you knew it was there, you would never know what was 

sitting out in the pastures. The owner was extremely kind and al-

lowed me as much time as I needed to fully explore the place. 

Right away I could tell this was not a normal salvage yard. 

Though it was located in an area that gets snow and rain, the cars 

were rather complete. The first handful of cars I saw looked as 

though they could be taken off the piles and made to run again. 

Most of what I saw at first were big cars like Lincolns and Imperi-

“This was a place 
drenched in myth 
and legend”

als. But scattered between them were Dusters, Novas, half a ’69 

Coronet R/T, and other really cool vehicles. And this was just the 

first row!

In the next row I saw a pair of ’69 Mustang Mach 1s sitting on 

top of each other. Not only were they Mach 1s, but they were 

nearly identical twins too, both in what looked like Grabber Green 

with black stripes. Sadly, neither had its engine anymore. This was 

just the start of the crazy.

After the Mach 1s were Trans Am Firebirds, Buick GNs, and 

Buick GSs. But what really caught my attention was a ’69 GTO 

Judge, in Carousel Red, sitting on top of another GTO. This is one 

of only 6,725 Judges produced for 1969. I had to actually chop 

away the weeds with a machete to see the GTO below it. Unfortu-
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n Twin ’69 Mustang Mach 1s  

keep each other company, while  

the more complete car sits on the other.

s 
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able.
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Hidden Rarities
een 

as 

Bought Cheap 

and Tucked 
Away for Years
By Ryan Brutt

MSCP-150200-GRAV.indd  12/9/14  3:46 PM  PAGE 49MSCP-150200-GRAV.indd  12/9/14  3:46 PM  PAGE 49



HIDDEN RARITIES

n This ’70 Nova SS sits behind the ’69 and a ’70 GTO Judge. This one looked to still 

have its original 396 sitting between the fenders.

50  FEBRUARY 2015

n A ’69 Nova SS rests on a later-

model Nova. This is an original 

396 car that is missing the engine 

but retains at least one of the 

original badges.

“M
h
th
m
in s
disr

nately, neither car had an engine, and the Judge had taken a hit 

to the nose long ago.

Then I stumbled upon two original Nova SS cars, both 396s, 

and one still had an engine in the engine bay. Both cars were 

sitting on top of other vehicles, so while they were a bit rough, 

they were still restorable and mostly complete. 

Directly across from the Novas was a complete ’70 Barra-

cuda Gran Coupe. And I mean complete, down to the engine 

between the fenders and the shifter on the floor. It looked like 

someone plopped it down on top of another vehicle in 1970 

and never came back.

Just down the row from the Barracuda was a ’65 4-4-2. Next 

to that was another GTO Judge, a ’70 Ram Air car to be exact, 

one of 3,439 produced. Looked to be Polar White.

Walking up and down the rows, I came across a handful of 

’69 SS Camaros, SS Impalas of all shapes and sizes, a Chevy 

rampside pickup, a ’74 Hurst/Olds, a Marauder X100, AMXs, 

GTOs, and a Cadillac ambulance like the one used in Ghost-

busters. By this point I had gotten through only about two-

thirds of the yard, and I had been there for three hours. I had 

killed two camera batteries and my GoPro. But when I reached 

that last third, things stepped up a notch.

In that part of the yard was primarily a collection of Mopars. 

There was a ’69 Camaro SS and a ’70 Cyclone Spoiler in the row, 

but at the end was a ’70 Challenger convertible. Not a big-block 

car or anything muscular, but a yellow convertible that unfortu-

nately was broken in half. 

The cars in the next two rows were what put this yard on the 

top of my list. I thought I had already seen the rarest muscle 

cars in this yard. But there, sitting atop another car, was a ’70 

AAR ’Cuda. A legit, one-of-2,724 AAR with fender tags still at-

tached. It had no engine or transmission, the rear end was 

gone, and it was in rough shape. But it looked to still be restor-

able. It even still had the original rear sway bar and dash.
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n The other GTO Judge in the yard is a ’70 model that’s in much 

better shape than the ’69, and is a Ram Air car! Unfortunately 

the engine is missing.
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n Poor ’70 Challenger convertible. 

While complete, it is broken in half 

from some unknown cause. 

n One of the rarer cars in the yard is this ’71 

Challenger R/T, a 440-6 car with Shaker hood. 

A fire took out most of the middle of the car, 

but it had been sitting in the yard so long a 

tree grew up through the hole in the hood.

“My heart 
hurt seeing 
these rare 
muscle cars 
in such  
disrepair”
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HIDDEN RARITIES

n These are the remains of an original ’70 AAR ’Cuda.  

It is extremely rare to find one in a junkyard.  

And it still had its fender tags attached. The  

odo showed just 53,168 miles. 
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“There, sitting atop another car, 
was a ’70 AAR ’Cuda”

Then I found something that nobody really finds anymore: 

a ’71 Challenger R/T 440-6 with a tree growing up through the 

Shaker hole in the hood! This car had been in a serious fire, and 

everything from the Shaker to the rear window was a melted 

mess. The grille and taillights were nice, though. 

Because I was looking so closely at the Challenger, I hadn’t 

noticed that it was sitting on what turned out to be a ’69 Dodge 

Charger R/T, with the emblems and everything intact. My heart 

hurt seeing these rare muscle cars in such disrepair.

There were still more surprises to come—a ’71 Challenger R/T 

in Citron Yella sitting in the weeds, a handful of Road Runners 

and Chargers, even a ’70 Plum Crazy Super Bee. 

Nearing the end of the yard, there was a complete ’70 ’Cuda 

383, a few Mustang fastbacks, and the last true muscle car I 

saw there, a ’70 Olds 4-4-2 W-30. I had walked by it originally 

as it was missing the front end, but I saw the black stripe, so I 

went back for a closer look. And on a small piece of the original 

fender, there they were, the original 4-4-2 W-30 emblems.

After my tour I talked with the owner. His dad had the yard 

before him, and when he was young and the cars were just 

used, gas-guzzling monsters, he bought them cheap and 

tucked them way back in the yard. Over time, the locals knew 

he liked those old muscle cars, so they would sell to him cheap. 

He kept building the collection.

He has a few nice cars. He likes Lincolns and is always working 

on one project or another. But he isn’t a hoarder. He saved these 

cars from certain death. These cars would have been melted 

down long ago and made into a Kia or something. While they are 

sitting on his property, at least they exist and can be restored. It 

might not be today, might not be tomorrow, but someday.

Editor’s note: You can follow Ryan on Facebook (The Auto 

Archaeologist) and Instagram (theautoarcheologist).  
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n One of the rarest muscle cars in the yard, a real ’70 4-4-2 W-30. 

You wouldn’t know it except that the remains of one front fender 

still wear the original stripes and emblems. I would have walked 

right by if not for those.
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n There were several 

4-4-2s in the yard. 

This one, a ’65, was the 

oldest. Note the original 

emblem still in the grille.
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MUSCLE
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By Bob McClurg

Assembly Line Oddities
Mark This Original Challenger

ChildMonday’s
There’s an old saying that goes,

“Never buy an American-built

car that was assembled on

either a Monday or Friday.”

Detroit’s Big Three were notorious for hav-

ing quality control issues at the start and

end of the workweek. A perfect example of

that is Gary and Pat Wolfe’s 24,000-mile ’71

Dodge Challenger R/T, which was built on

Monday, November 2, 1970, at Chrysler’s

Hamtramck, Michigan facility. True to form,

it is a genuine Mopar oddity.

son, Ne

sold ne

to Jo

in a Monac

Challenger

of 3,800 ’

also one of 105 c

cars built in ’

small back windo

w

built with the H6/
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Delivered November 23, 1970, to Hud-

son, New York’s C.R. Dodge Inc., it was 

sold new by Gary’s father Walter Wolfe 

to Joseph “Joey” Slominski, who traded 

in a Monaco Orange ’69 Corvette for the 

Challenger. The Bright Red E-Body is one 

of 3,800 ’71 Challenger R/Ts built, and it is 

also one of 105 code-V1X black vinyl top 

cars built in ’71 featuring the code-A78 

small back window, or “formal roof,” as it 

was known. How many of these cars were 

built with the H6/T7 tan interior and V68 

stripe delete? According to Mopar guru 

Galen Govier, this is the only one.

The dual-fender-tag R/T boasts three 

separate broadcast sheets found under-

neath the driver and passenger seats as 

well as the back seat, which is (even for 

Chrysler) something of a production line 

rarity. The powertrain consists of a single-

four-barrel, 340ci small-block Dodge V-8, a 

Hurst-equipped A833 Chrysler four-speed 

transmission, and a 3.91-geared A31 high-

performance rear axle. Other options 

aboard the fully laden Challenger include 

B51 power disc brakes, C16 console/C26 

overhead consolette, C55 bucket seats, 

G11 tinted window glass, G36 left and right 

racing mirrors, J25 three-speed windshield 

wipers, J41 stainless pedal dress-up, J46 

locking gas cap, J54 sport hood, N40 dual 

exhaust/N42 bright exhaust tips, N85 ta-

chometer, R35 AM/FM radio, N26 26-inch 

radiator, M85 bumper guards, S13 rally sus-

pension, and U82 E60-15 tires. Yet surpris-

ingly, the car has no power steering.

“Numerous features underscore this  
Challenger R/T’s authenticity”
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MONDAY’S CHILD
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AT A GLANCE
1971 CHALLENGER R/T

Owned by: Gary & Pat Wolfe, Ghent, NY

Restored by: Unrestored original

Engine: 340ci/275hp V-8

Transmission: A833 4-speed manual

Rearend: High-performance axle with 3.91 gears

Interior: Tan vinyl bucket seats

Wheels: 15-inch Rallye

Tires: P235/60R15 Dunlop Qualifiers

“The car has a lot of parts left over from 

the ’70 Challenger production run,” says 

Gary. The most glaring examples are the ’70 

front fenders. The 340 Magnum and Chal-

lenger R/T hood and fender emblems are 

also mounted crooked, yet they show no 

signs of having ever been removed or any 

repair work having been done. The antenna 

is a ’70 part, and one of the emblems on the 

rear of the car is also from that year. Proba-

bly most notable are the rear trim moldings, 

with the ’70 version on one side and the 

’71 on the other. Again, these pieces have 

n The Challenger’s engine compartment 

still holds the original 340ci small-block. It is 

backed by an A833 four-speed manual rowed 

by a Hurst Pistol-Grip shifter.

n The many options on the Challenger neces-

sitated two fender tags to list them all. Gary 

also found three broadcast sheets in the car, 

one under each front seat and a third under 

the back seat. 

n Gary and Pat Wolfe’s ’71 Challenger R/T is 

truly a Mopar oddity, having been assembled 

at Chrysler’s Hamtramck, Michigan, 

facility using a number of ’70 parts  

in its construction.

never been removed and still show the fac-

tory adhesive that oozed through the tops 

of the acorn nuts originally used to secure 

them. The car has ’70 Challenger bucket 

seats, recognizable by where the seatback 

buttons are located. The ’71 models feature 

a one-piece backing incorporating the side 

button as opposed to using three separate 

pieces on the ’70 seats. It also features a ’70 

Challenger thumbwheel AM/FM radio. The 

passenger-side vent knob has been relo-

cated outboard to clear the tape deck.

Gary also pointed out the yellow coolant 

sticker on the radiator bulkhead, which 

is backwards—another prime example of 

quality control gone awry. As far as being a 

true original car goes, numerous other fea-

tures underscore this Challenger R/T’s au-

thenticity. The rear seatbelts still have the 

original clear plastic wrap on them. The car 

still has the original date-coded trunk mat 

in spite of the fact that the original space-

saver spare has long departed the scene. 

It also has all the factory stencil marks and 

green paint inspection marks on its under-

carriage. Heck, even some of the parts tags 

on the suspension are still visible.

“There are runs in the original paint, and 

there was a dent on the passenger-side 

door from when it was unloaded off the 

transporter,” Gary says. The damaged area 

was repaired prior to sale by Shufelt’s Body 

Shop in Ghent, New York. Forty-two years 

“The car has  
a lot of parts  

left over from  
the ’70 Challenger  

production run”
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MONDAY’S CHILD

ASSEMBLY LINE ODDITIES
Gary Wolfe’s Challenger shows signs of quality control issues, use of leftover parts—

or both—from that Monday in 1970 when the car was built. 

n Note that the coolant instruction sticker 

has been installed backwards 

on the radiator  

bulkhead.

n What were those UAW guys thinking? The placement of the Challenger R/T front fender 

emblems varies dramatically from side to side.

n These two photos clearly depict the marked difference in rear trim molding used, show-

ing a ’70 piece on the driver side and a ’71 on the other.

n The Challenger’s saddle-tan interior features ’70 Challenger bucket seats and a ’70 thumb-

wheel AM/FM radio. Also, the passenger-side vent knob has been relocated to accommodate 

the tape deck.

n The car has racked up just 24,000 miles 

since being assembled in November 1970.

n The backs of these Rallye wheels show 

signs of red paint, which likely came from the 

brake drums behind them, probably still wet 

from being painted on the assembly line.

n The trunk mat on this ’71 is dated 1970. With 

the exception of the missing OE space-saver 

spare, the overall condition of the trunk area 

is near perfect.

58  FEBRUARY 2015

later, you can see signs of the plastic filler 

cracking below the paint. 

The car still features the same dealer-

installed stainless-steel mud flaps when 

it was ordered new, along with the eight-

track tape player. The brake drums are 

painted red, and there’s dried paint on the 

back of the Rallye wheels, indicating they 

were installed on the line while the drums 

were still wet. (Gary says Chrysler painted 

the brake drums red on cars equipped with 

either Magnum or Rallye wheels, no matter 

what the car’s exterior color was.)

Purchased by Gary in 2004, this Mopar 

is the crown jewel in his growing collection 

of ’60s and ’70s muscle cars. “Any serious 

Chrysler nut would love to have this car,” says 

Gary. “But it’s definitely not for sale.” 
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New at the SEMA Show  New at the SEMA Show  New at the SEMA Show  New a

Hot off the Las Vegas Conven-
tion Center floor here are some 
new resotoration products.

New at the SEMA Show  New at the SEMA Show  New at the SEMA Show  New a
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n Dynacorn Reproduction Bodies

The Dynacorn booth at SEMA was dominated by this big rack, with a ’70 Chevelle 

body stacked atop a ’66-’67 Nova. Behind it was a ’65-’66 Mustang fastback, and be-

hind that was a Challenger. Dynacorn not only makes complete reproduction bodies, 

but it also has an extensive selection of sheetmetal pieces, giving the restorer wide 

latitude in terms of how much (or little) metal to replace. Information: Dynacorn, 

dynacorn.com.
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n Blackwall Bias-Look  

Radial

Last year at the SEMA Show, Coker 

Tire brought out a whitewall radial 

tire molded with the tall and narrow 

profile of a bias-ply tire. This year 

Coker followed that up with a black-

sidewall version of that American 

Classic radial. It features a vintage-

looking tread pattern and “pie-crust” 

shoulders. It is available in nine 

sizes—the 7.50R14 is seen here—to 

fit wheels from 13 to 15 inches. Infor-

mation: Coker Tire, 800/251-6336, 

cokertire.com.

n Chevy II/Nova Gauges

Classic Industries displayed several 

new products at this year’s SEMA 

Show, including these reproduction 

gauges for ’65 Chevy IIs and Novas. 

The speedometer (PN 6455482) and 

fuel gauge (PN 5644639) feature 

authentic faces with the correct 

numerals, lettering, and coloration. 

The fuel gauge also includes the cor-

rect temperature, generator, and oil 

warning lights. Both come calibrated 

and ready to install. Information: 

Classic Industries, 855/357-2787, 

classicindustries.com.
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n LED Headlight

The Anzo USA booth was full of all kinds of tricked-out, 

late-model cars and trucks—and a restored second-gen Z28. 

Closer examination revealed it to be the demonstrator for 

these 7-inch LED headlamps. The lights, available with a 

chrome (seen here) or black center bar, give classic muscle 

car owners the ability to upgrade their old lighting system to 

modern LED technology while retaining a retro look. Infor-

mation: Anzo USA, anzousa.com.

n GM, Ford Fuel Tanks

Summit Racing Equipment is now offering replacement fuel 

tanks made by Tanks Incorporated for several models of 

GM muscle cars and Ford Mustangs. They are made from 

die-stamped, heavy-gauge galvanized steel with a protective 

silver powdercoat finish, and most tanks include mount-

ing straps. Summit has tank applications for ’64-’72 GM A-

Body, ’67-’73 GM F-Body, ’62-’72 Nova/Chevy II, and ’64½-’68 

Mustang. Fuel pumps and sending units are also available 

through Summit. Information: Summit Racing Equipment, 

800/230-3030, summitracing.com.

n Disc Brake  

Upgrade

This D52 two-piston 

brake caliper from  

Wilwood is a bolt-in  

replacement for GM’s single-

piston calipers for ’68 and later GM muscle cars. Wilwood’s 

calipers mount in the stock location, work with stock  

dimension rotors, and use regular OE type or aftermarket 

compound replacement pads. Forged from billet aluminum, 

these calipers are much lighter than the cast-iron originals, 

while their two-piston design improves pad loading and 

clamping efficiency over the original single-piston caliper. 

While the caliper shown here is red, the D52s are also avail-

able in black and black anodized finishes. Information:  

Wilwood Engineering, 805/388-1188, wilwood.com.  

n Fender 

Cover

Here’s a 

twist on the 

classic vinyl 

fender cover. 

California 

Car Cover 

makes fend-

er covers out 

of the same 

flannel-lined, 

100 percent 

cotton found 

in the company’s Plushweave car covers. The material’s 

dense construction provides a cushion between the sheet-

metal and tools, belt buckles, and other potential scratch 

makers. Two magnets in padded corner pouches keep the 

cover in place, and three stitched pockets can hold handtools. 

Information: California Car Cover, calcarcover.com. 

n Boom Mat

Design Engineering Incorporated (DEI) brought several 

new sound- and heat-absorption products to SEMA, includ-

ing two new, thicker versions of the Boom Mat. The 2mm 

version is 33 percent thicker than the original, while the XL 

version is 4 mm thick, making it 166 percent thicker than 

standard damping products. Both new sizes are constructed 

using a 4-mil aluminum panel-stiffening skin and a butyl 

noise-constraining layer. Both are flexible and easy to trim. 

They can be applied on flat and irregular surfaces such as 

floorboards, firewalls, door skins, and overhead interior roof 

panels. Information: DEI, 800-264-9472, boommat.com. 
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This Is How 

We Roll

By Tom Shaw

Every muscle car 

rolls on a quartet of 

wheels, and within 

this simple metal 

circle lies a deep code, and I 

don’t mean a date code. 

How many different wheels 

would you guess were available 

across the Mustang line in 1969? 

The way I count it, at least 11. 

1. The base stamped-steel wheel 

with the dog-dish hubcap.

2. Same wheel with the optional 

five-spoke wheel cover.

3. Mach 1 12-slot wheel, argent 

finish.

4. Same wheel with a GT hub cap 

when the GT Equipment was 

ordered.

5 & 6. Same as 3 and 4, only with 

optional chrome finish instead 

of argent.

7. Same 12-slot wheel with or 

without the GT hubcap, only 

painted body color, and we’re 

not multiplying that by the 

Mustang’s 16 standard exterior 

colors. 

8. Basic stamped-steel wheel 

with optional wire wheel cov-

ers.

9. Boss 429 15x7 Magnum 500.

10. Boss 302 15x7 Magnum in 

argent.

11. Boss 302 15x7 Magnum 500 

in optional chrome.

That’s a lot of wheels—and 

that’s just one car line in one 

division, not counting Torino 

or Galaxie or any of the muscle 

Mercurys, which for the most 

part got their own exclusive 

wheels. Or Shelbys. 

No wheel is there by chance. 

There’s a purpose for each, and 

each is a clue to the purchaser, 

the car, and what someone 

would like you to think about 

them. 

Dog Dish
Let’s start with an easy one: 

the basic stamped-steel wheel 

and dog-dish hubcap. Every-

body knows it’s there because 

the car is either the most basic 

six-cylinder possible or the guy 

cheaped out on extras like op-

tional wheels to free up more 

dollars for a hairy engine. Guys 

in the know know that if you 

see the cheapie wheels and 

hubcaps, you immediately do a 

badge scan, checking the fend-

ers for an emblem that may tip 

you off to a 396, 428CJ, 440, or 

other heavy-hitter engine. It was 

a great ruse in the day, taking to 

the streets in a car that looked 

like a sickly plain Jane but which 

in fact had big-bore firepower 

onboard. 

Wires 
Wire wheel covers generally 

mean that there’s nothing to 

worry about. A car with wires is 

more of a luxury or grand tour-

ing machine than a real pow-

erhouse, maybe a 327 Impala, 

352 Galaxie XL, or T-Bird. But it’s 

true of other sizes too. Fullsize, 

midsize, or pony car, if you see 

wires, it’s a safe bet you’ll be 

putting another notch on your 

shifter. 

Factory Styled 
Steels 

You know the guy paid extra 

for style that makes no horse-

power. So is he just a showboat, 

or is he a gearhead who would 

also spend for an upgraded 

engine, a four-speed tranny, and 

limited-slip axle? You look at the 

taillights. Do they stay on at a 

red light? If so, he’s got an auto-

matic, which means it’s slightly 

less likely that he’s serious. Also 

listen to the exhaust. Lumpy? It’s 

cammed up. Beware. Quiet and 

mild and automatic? Should be 

easy prey. 

Some wheels just don’t per-

mit an easy read. Take the GTO 

Rally IIs or Chrysler Road Wheel, 

Mopar’s factory five-spokes 

used extensively on Dodge and 

Plymouth. They could be on any-

thing from a slant-six to a 440. 

It’s the equivalent of “unknown 

caller” on the caller ID. If you 

want to tangle, proceed at your 

own risk. 

Factory Wides
This is what you’d get with a 

4-4-2 W-30 or equivalent, like 

Hemis or Boss Mustangs. High-

powered supercars cars got 

maximum rubber, usually on 

premium wheels because they 

got the best of everything. 

Aftermarket
An ocean of possibilities, with 

Ansen Sprints, Radir, Cragar S/S 

and GT, American Racing 200S, 

Keystone Klassics, and the rare 

and prestigious Hurst forged 

five-spokes all jousting for the 

honor of being torqued by your 

lugnuts. Cragar S/S had maxi-

mum sparkle power; you might 

dismiss them as merely a flash-

fest. But that would be a risky er-

ror. Cragars were also available 

in very wide sizes, wide enough 

to mount the big rubber needed 

to hook up monster motors with 

massive power. Super Stock 

teams ran them. The chrome 

would pit in time, but the guy 

running Cragars was serious 

about his car. Whether he was 

serious about power as well as 

appearance was up to you to de-

termine. I suppose that was true 

of most of the other aftermarket 

wheels too. 

Wheels are like shoes. They 

say a lot about the rest of the 

wardrobe. Some wheels are 

high-performance athletic shoes 

for high-performance runners. 

Some are patent leather fit for 

a tux. Some are a little of both. 

In the muscle car world, wheels 

aren’t just a place to park the 

tires. They’re insight into the rest 

of the car and the guy driving 

it. The savvy muscle car guy 

knows his wheels because that’s 

how we roll.  
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n What does this wheel tell you 

about the rest of the car? Like a 

good quarterback reads his pass-

ing lanes, the muscle car pilot 

knows that after seeing a stamped-

steel wheel with a dog-dish hubcap 

like this, you go straight to the 

fender for an engine badge scan. 

Turns out this is a Cobra Jet coupe, 

the most powerful of the two ex-

tremes where you’ll find wheels 

like this.
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