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JOIN THE CLUB...
Welcome to the world’s  
No.1 weekly digital 
photography magazine. 
If you’re already a 

reader, thanks for your continued 
support and involvement; if you’re 
new to Photography Week, you’ve 
come to the right place! In addition 
to expert advice, brilliant tips and 
step-by-step tutorials, every issue 
features interactive galleries of the 
best new photos, how-to videos on 

essential shooting and editing 
techniques, and in-depth video 
reviews of the latest cameras. 

But that’s not the whole story. 
Photography Week is more than 
a magazine – it’s a community 
of like-minded people who are 
passionate about photography. 
To get involved, just follow any 
of the links below and share your 
shots and comments – your photo 
might even appear on our cover!

W e l c o m e

We’re more than just a magazine – read on and discover the many  
ways you can interact with and enjoy Photography Week

JOIN THE PHOTOgraPHy WEEk 
COmmUNIT y aNd sTarT sHarINg! 
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http://www.nikon.co.uk/training/


ut R ef e a

ways to maintain 
your camera’s health

Digital cameras don’t come 
cheap, so you’ll want to look 
after it.  This guide will help  

you to keep your camera 
in tip-top condition

10



01 Clean the 
exterior
Most of us try to 

keep our cameras clean, 
but there are times when 
they are prone to picking 
up a bit of dirt. When out 
shooting low-level fungi 
on a wet autumn day, for 
example, you may touch 
it with a muddy hand. 
there’s also a lot of mud 
flying around at some 
sports events, such as 
a local football match 
or even a horse race. 
Beach photography is 
also notorious for grubby 
cameras; wind carries the 
salt and sand, and it seems 
to make a beeline for 
photographic equipment.

However your camera 
gets dirty, the important 
thing is to clean it before 
removing the lens or 
opening any of the ports. 

You don’t want that grime 
getting inside. Your first 
move should be to wipe 
off the worst of the dirt, 
if necessary using a very 
slightly damp cloth. Don’t 
apply undue pressure, and 
take care to not scratch the 
camera with any grit that 
may be in the dirt. then, 
once any residue has dried, 
take a good look around 
the body, checking any 
joints and seals for dirt. 

a blower, canned air or 
a brush can be useful for 
removing particles without 
scratching any delicate 
surfaces. a cotton swab 
can come in handy for 
cleaning hard-to-reach 
areas. take particular care 
with screens, the viewfinder 
and the lens.

Microfiber cloths are 
especially good for giving 
a camera a final buff.

02Dry and air
even if your 
camera is 

weatherproof, you should 
dry it after a shoot if it’s 
been exposed to moisture. 
Rain and snow are obvious 
problems, but drizzle, mist, 
fog and condensation 
can all do your camera 
harm. as soon as you get 
to a warm, dry place use 
a cloth to dry the camera 
and lens. If the lens 
extends during zooming 
or focusing, make sure 
you dry its entire surface.

again, you should take 
particular care to dry the 
areas around the lens 
mount and any ports, 
ideally leaving the camera 
to air before removing 
the lens or opening the 
memory card bay.

If the camera is damp 
with salt spray, treat it as 
if it’s dirty, and give it a 
thorough clean. the salt 
can do serious damage.

“a cot ton swab can come 
in handy for cleaning 
hard-to-reach areas”



03Check and clean 
the sensor
Despite the sensor 

cleaning system (see tip five), there 
are some things 
such as sticky 
pollen that manage 
to find their way 
on to a sensor and 
take more than a 
good shake to get 
them off. If you 
notice that you’re 
having to clone 
out marks from 
your images on a 
regular basis, it’s 
time to give the 
sensor a clean.

this is easier 
to do than some 
people fear, and 
although there 
are lots of devices 
available to help 
you, one of the best is also the 
simplest – a swab with a drop of 
cleaning fluid.
Don’t be tempted to use cheap, 
nasty swabs. Get something decent 
from the likes of VisibleDust or 

Dust-aid that won’t leave more dirt 
or fibers behind than they remove. 

Make sure that the camera 
battery is fully charged before 

activating the 
manual cleaning 
mode (this lifts the 
mirror of an SLR). 
then put one drop 
of sensor cleaning 
fluid on the swab 
and swipe it once 
or twice across the 
sensor, making sure 
that you get into the 
corners and don’t 
touch the sides of 
the housing.

to check the 
cleaning has 
worked, shoot 
a white (or pale 
colored) plain wall, 
and check the 
image carefully at 

100% on a computer screen. 
It can be helpful to darken the 
image or increase the contrast a 
little to make marks more visible. 
If there are still marks, clean the 
sensor again.

04Keep the body  
cap or a lens on
a body cap or lens is the 

camera sensor’s (and SLR mirror 
mechanism’s) prime defence against 
dust, so it’s essential to keep one 
attached at all times.

When changing the lens or putting 
the body cap on the camera, do so 
quickly and in a clean environment  
– never on a windy beach! Have the 
cap or lens ready and to hand before 
exposing the lens mount, and make 
the swap as quickly as you can to 
minimize the amount of time that 
dust can get inside the camera.

If you’re intending to shoot in a 
harsh environment such as on a 
beach on a windy day or in a field at 
harvest time, decide which lens you 
need to use before you head out, and 
don’t change the optic until you’re 
back in a clean environment and the 
camera is clean.

05 Activate the  
sensor cleaning
Digital SLRs and compact 

system cameras have built-in 
sensor-cleaning systems that vibrate 
the sensor, or a filter above it to 
shake off any dust. this can usually 
be set to activate when the camera 
is turned on or off, or both. It’s also 
usually possible to activate the 
system for a one-off clean. Some 
photographers prefer to set the 
cleaning to just take place as they 
turn the camera off because this 
minimizes the delay when starting 
up the camera, but it’s a personal 
choice and it depends on the type 
of photography you do. Landscape 
photographers don’t usually need to 
react as quickly as street or sports 
photographers, for instance.



07Use an L-bracket  
or a skin
Cameras can be subject to 

quite a bit of wear along their edges 
because they are carried on a strap, 
rubbing and bumping on your hip. 
they are also prone to taking the 
odd knock. as well as providing a 
quick and easy way of mounting 
your camera on a tripod in both 
landscape and portrait formats, 

most L-brackets also give a camera 
some extra protection. there are 
universal brackets available, but the 
best fit is usually achieved by one 
that’s bespoke to the camera.

there are also silicon skins 
available that stretch over a camera to 
protect it. these give some protection 
from abrasion, but they can reduce 
the grip, and need to be removed if 
the camera gets wet to ensure it dries.

08Get a decent bag
the best way to protect 
your camera when it’s 

being transported is to carry it in 
a decent bag that provides plenty 
of protection from bumps and 
drops. Make sure that the camera 
fits in neatly so that it’s gripped, 
but without a mounted lens being 
pushed at an angle because this 
can lead to damage of the mount 
and the optic. If the camera is a 
tight squeeze in a bag with the lens 
mounted, then it’s best to remove 
the optic and replace it with the 
body cap. Make sure that the bag is 
waterproof or has a waterproof  
cover to keep the contents dry  
in a downpour.

It’s also a good idea to store a 
camera in a bag or a suitable box 
when you’re not using it because this 
prevents dust from building up on its 
surface and around the ports.

06Replace  
any covers
High-end cameras 

have quite a few ports for 
inserting cards and cables. 
When these have been in use, 
make sure the port covers 
are put securely back in 
place to protect the delicate 
connections. these seals are 
essential for maintaining the 
camera’s weatherproofing.



09 Charge and 
format
to ensure your camera 

is ready to roll whenever you 
want to use it, get into the habit 
of downloading all the images 
from the memory card at the 
end of a shoot, and then format 
it in-camera. formatting a card 
removes all the images, and 
clears any bits of data away so it 
provides optimum performance. 
this is especially important if you 
intend to shoot lots of images at 
high frame rates.

It’s also a good idea to get into 
the habit of charging the battery 
(and a spare) after  every shoot. 

If you don’t plan on using 
your camera for an extended 
period of time, received wisdom 
recommends that you remove 
the battery.

10 Remove 
accessories
always remove 

accessories such as flashguns, 
remote releases and HDMI 
cables after they’ve been in 
use. this reduces the risk of 
applying damaging forces to 
the hotshoe or connection. 
It also minimizes the risk of 
the camera being knocked 
or dropped because it’s 
unbalanced. also, should the 
worst happen and the batteries 
in the flashgun leak, at least the 
camera won’t be damaged.

“removing accessories af ter 
use reduces the r isk of 
damage to your camera”



5 issues free!
When you take out our risk-free trial

available on your device now!

We’re so confident you’ll love Photography Week that we’re offering a FREE trial 
to all readers! Simply tap the relevant icon below, select any subscription option, 

and get your first five issues FREE, with no obligation to spend a penny...

s u b s c r i b e

* subscription offer varies across platforms/devices – please refer to specific digital store for current offer
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X P O S U R E
The week’s mosT inspiring reader phoTos

EL R yG A L

TAP TO SEE
GALLERY 

humminGbiRd
Hali Kaufman Sowle
hali has captured 
amazing detail in this 
split-second capture 
of a green violetear 
hummingbird coming  
to feed

media://gallery-1.jpg
http://halisowle.500px.com/home


The week’s mosT inspiring reader phoTos

EL R yG A L

WAY TO...
luiS poitevin 
Luis’s striking long exposure 
draws the viewer further and 
further into the image 

hObGObLin’S 
PLAYGROund

J.t. DuDrow 
Star trails and light 

painting at their very 
best! JT’s stunning  

image was difficult to 
achieve, but he’s done 

a sterling job 

http://www.luispoitevin.com/ 
http://www.jtdudrow.com/


The week’s mosT inspiring reader phoTos

EL R yG A L

ThE fROzEn 
hEdGE

anDreaS HeinricH
Andreas has created 

a calm, serene 
image with bags 

of detail

POPPiES
BoJan DzoDan 
Stunning light and an 
intriguing angle of view 
give this portrait a sense 
of real intimacy

http://andreasheinrich-fotografieblog.de/
http://www.dzodan.com/


The week’s mosT inspiring reader phoTos

EL R yG A L

EScAWALk
moHit BHatia 
mohit’s low-angle 
shot of the escawalk 
at changi Airport 
Singapore is a 
perfect example 
of diminishing 
perspective

niGhT WATch
antónio laranJeira 

Look at that stunning 
light! We love how 

António’s long exposure 
has saturated the colors 

and smoothed over the sea

https://500px.com/mohitbhatia
http://www.laranjeira.org/


The week’s mosT inspiring reader phoTos

EL R yG A L

PhOTOGRAPhY WEEk WAnTS YOuR PhOTOS!  
Taken a portrait you’re particularly proud of? Shot a sensational sunset you’d like to 
show off? Then join the Photography Week facebook community and share your best 
photos today! You’ll get feedback from fellow readers and the Photography Week 
team, plus the chance to appear in Xposure, or even on our cover!

ThE dRAGOn´S 
bOuLdER
Duarte Sol

duarte’s otherworldly 
image sucks the 

viewer in. This 
is landscape 

photography at its 
very finest!

https://www.flickr.com/groups/photographyweek/
https://www.facebook.com/PhotographyWeek
https://500px.com/duartesol


T
ravelling hundreds of 
thousands of miles every year 
on business, the Homeless CEO 

spends most of his life on aeroplanes, at 
airports, or in hotels.

Australian businessman Cillín Perera 
takes beautiful, sometimes haunting, 
unfiltered Instagrams on his iPod, and 
has amassed a dedicated following, but 
he says his life is not for everyone.

In this fascinating BBC interview, 
Perera shares a slide show of his 

Cillín Perera travels the world constantly for his job. This so-called ‘Homeless 
CEO’ has snapped thousands of Instagram shots of the places he visits

meet the homeless Ceo

favorite images, but also explains the 
pitfalls of amassing such a portfolio – 
he lives in hotels, he has a partner in 
Italy whom he never sees, and he never 
spends more than four or five days in one 
place. Cillín also explains how he takes 
his images simply using his iPod, which 
he uploads directly to Instagram without 
editing, and that his photography has 
adapted to the iPod camera’s strengths: 
close-up subjects and scenes with a 
deep sense of perspective.

I T ’ S  C O O L ,  T H AT
The besT Thing we’ve seen This week

I N S P TI r A OI N

tAP to 
WAtCh the 

V IDeo

http://tiny.cc/ukt2sx


 

v i e w p o i n t 
have your say on the issues that matter

o p i n i o n

Here are your replies from Facebook...

what’s the one piece  
of advice you wish  
you could share with 
your younger self  
when starting out  
in photography?

JOIN OUR LATEST CONVERSATION
The great responses to this week’s question have us wondering:

TELL US AbOUT yOUR dIgITAL dARkROOm! dO yOU USE mAC OR PC, 
hOw mANy mONITORS, whAT’S yOUR SOfTwARE Of ChOICE?
https://www.facebook.com/photographyweek/posts/839766956080638

Jo-Ann Pieterse
Buy a nikon the first time 
around. 

 
Gareth Greener

 practice makes perfect. Don’t 
let your bad shots get you 

down. Keep on shooting. 
 
Terry Osborne 

Don’t look so glum when you 
get put on that photography 

course in 1988. it starts a life-long 
love of photography! 
 
Matt Walkley

Don’t snap away and simply 
hope for the best. Good 

WE ASKED @ http://tiny.cc/x4y7sx

António Laranjeira

 Save money and wait before 
buying new gear, especially 

lenses. More expensive gear 
generally means better quality, 
and is a good investment for many 
years to come. 
 
Melissa Keeney

 Read your camera’s owner 
manual from start to finish. 

Learn your camera inside and out. 
 
Adam Stuart Clark

Don’t use a wide-angle lens 
and circular polarizer filters 

when doing panoramas; you end 
up with colour banding in the sky. 

photography comes from knowing 
your camera, planning your trip, 
getting up early and staying out 
late. everyone gets a lucky shot 
now and then, but why leave your 
success to chance?
 
M. Spilauer

 Just do it. And don’t waste 
time shooting subjects that 

don’t fascinate you 100%! 
 
Carla Brito Fotografia

 Read and study a lot at 
home, and go out to practise. 

 
Elizabeth Wilson

 Learn everything about your 
camera so you drive it as 

smoothly as a car, and then have 
fun with it, experiment and follow 
your instincts. 
 
Tony Smith

i would simply say this: slow 
down, look around and find 

the best location, angle and light. 
Know and understand the 
strengths and weaknesses of your 
camera and lens. when traveling, 
look online for other people’s 
photos and try to do something 
different. Look around and force 
yourself to get up at an early hour 
and take pictures. tell your spouse 
it’s the golden hour and i’ve got to 
photograph it! And never stop 
educating yourself. Don’t ever think 
you know it all about photography.

https://www.facebook.com/PhotographyWeek
https://www.facebook.com/PhotographyWeek/posts/839766956080638


c r a s h  c o u r s e 
ESSENTIAL PHOTO SKILLS MADE EASY

s K I L   L   s

Discover how to turn your flashgun into a creative stencil
Shooting StarS

Did you know you can turn 
your flashgun into a light 
stencil, and add bright shapes 
to your long exposures? The 

basic idea is to cut out a shape, place 
it in front of your flash and then, during 
a long exposure, move into the field 

of view and fire shots with the flash 
pointing towards the camera.

For successful results you’ll need to 
ensure the flash light doesn’t leak and 
fill your shot with unwanted flare. To get 
around this you need to make a crafty 
stencil holder using a cardboard box and 

some all-important gaffer tape, then you 
must attach this, along with the stencil, 
to your flashgun.

The light-stencil holder doesn’t 
need to be complicated or fancy. It just 
needs to fit snugly over the end of your 
flashgun and be light-tight.

30
min



STEP bY STEP: MAKE A DIY LIgHT STENcIL

s K I L   L   s

Get Crafty 
Cut a corrugated cardboard 

box into a four-sided pyramid. 
Cut a rectangular aperture 

from the bottom side. Light-
proof the edges with gaffer 

tape. Cut a star from a piece of 
card slightly bigger than the 
aperture, cover it with tracing 
paper and attach it to the box.

set up your Camera
Fix the box to a Speedlight. 
Set up your SLr for a long 
exposure; switch focus and 

exposure settings to manual 
mode. With a long exposure, 
a tripod is vital too. aim for 

an exposure that’s about 
30 seconds, and choose an 

appropriate aperture for the 
light conditions, in this  

case f/16.

the shoot
Press the shutter release and 
move into the frame. Point 

the light stencil towards the 
camera and fire a flash. Repeat 
this multiple times, changing 
position for each flash. You 

may need to adjust the flash 
power to alter the intensity 

of the shape. For this shot we 
used 1/8th power.

1

2

3



Use the tools and commands in the Library module to rate and flag your 
favorite or unwanted photos to make them easier to manage and organize

HOW TO...

SOrT and raTe yOur imageS

l i g h t r o o m
LEARN ESSENTIAL EDITING SKILLS FAST!

E d i t i N g

f you’ve imported thousands of 
photos into lightroom’s library 
module, you may be daunted 

by the challenge of finding specific files. 
Fortunately, lightroom is full of tools 
and commands designed to help you 
separate the wheat from the chaff. 

Previously we demonstrated how to 
add selected photos to Collections, so 
you could group images together in a 
similar way to putting prints into 

a photo album. We also demonstrated 
how to use the Smart Collections 
feature to collect and display files 
according to specific metadata criteria, 
such as whether they had a portrait or 
landscape aspect ratio, for example. 

lightroom displays all your 
thumbnails according to the date they 
were captured, so you can scroll back 
through time and rely on your memory
of when particular images were taken. 

We’ll also show you alternative and 
much more efficient ways to organize 
and search for files. We’ll start by 
examining quick and easy ways to sort 
photos using ratings and flags, so you 
can begin the quality-control process 
by highlighting favorites, while marking 
others for rejection. You’ll also learn 
how to filter photos in the grid view 
to display images that match specific 
criteria from each photo’s metadata.

i

TaP TO 
WaTCH THe 

V ideO 

tap here for more

WaNt to LearN teach yourseLf Lightroom faster? get the WhoLe course NoW! 
if you don’t want to wait a whole year to learn Teach yourself Lightroom  you can download our whole course 
from the Photography Week app for just $19.99/£11.99. We’ll be including one part of the course every week 
until the end of the year in the magazine, so the choice is yours: wait and take the course for free, or buy it 
now and learn faster, with all the videos in one place!

https://itunes.apple.com/gb/app/teach-yourself-lightroom/id849654900?mt=8
http://tiny.cc/h427sx


m i n i  t e s t
We test six of the best large-sensor compacts

Canon PowerShot  
G1X Mark II 

PrICe: £573 / $799
www.canon.com

Pros: super-quick processing and 
focusing; low-noise images are possible 

thanks to the Digic 6 processor.
Cons: the heaviest camera on test.
We say: Fantastic image quality in a 

body that has lots of fantastic features.

1
FujIFIlM  

X100S 
PrICe: £779 / $904
www.fujifilm.com

Pros: Controls are sensibly arranged, so 
using it is easy and quick.

Cons: Fujifilm’s other X cameras have 
built-in Wi-Fi, but not this one.

We say: A gorgeous, retro-inspired 
camera with fantastic controls.

2
nIkon  

CoolPIX a 
PrICe: £480 / $509

www.nikon.com

Pros: makes sLR-like quality images 
thanks to the lens and sensor.

Cons: Corner shading is evident in some 
images; no Wi-Fi or touchscreen.

We say:  An enjoyable camera to use 
that can produce excellent images.

For years Canon’s G-series was 
considered the king of the premium 
compact. The G1X Mark II addressed 

some problems with its predecessor to 
produce a capable offering.

You’ll find a sensor nearly APs-C in size 
and a flexible 5x optical zoom, offering 
f/2 at the wide angle and rising to f/3.9 
at the telephoto end. it’s not as bright as 

the Panasonic’s zoom lens, though.
the use of a Digic 6 processor results 
in excellent noise control, and images 

are characterised by that pleasing 
Canon warmth the company is known 

for. it also features a responsive 
touchscreen and built-in Wi-Fi.

Along with its APs-C X trans CmOs 
sensor, the X100s features a fixed-

length 23mm f/2 lens and a range of 
traditional controls that enthusiasts 

will appreciate. They help to give the 
Fujifilm a gorgeous retro look.

it’s also fitted with an excellent hybrid 
viewfinder, which gives you the choice 

between optical and electronic. 
Generally speaking, we prefer the 

electronic version. A quick and accurate 
focusing system and excellent image 

quality make this a great choice for 
many. there’s no built-in Wi-Fi, though, 
and while the rear screen is good, it isn’t 

touch-sensitive.

nikon fans looking for a pocketable 
alternative to their D-sLRs should find 
favor with the Coolpix A, which has an 
APs-C-sized sensor and a fixed 28mm 
f/2.8 lens. there’s also no antialiasing 
filter, for increased detail resolution. 
images produced by the camera are 

great, and almost match that of an 
equivalent sLR and lens attached – 

albeit with some corner shading.
Unfortunately, there’s no touch-

sensitive screen or built-in Wi-Fi, and 
sadly, focusing can be a little slow at 
times. if you’re already a nikon user, 

though, you’ll be right at home with the 
camera’s menu system.
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PanaSonIC  
luMIX lX100 

PrICe: £629 / $806
www.panasonic.com

Pros: the superb viewfinder includes 
a sensor for detecting when the camera 

is lifted to the eye.
Cons: there’s no room for a built-in 

flash - but one is supplied in the box.
We say: A dream for enthusiasts.

the newest camera on test, the LX100 
combines everything that’s great about 

the micro Four thirds range with a 
versatile 24-75mm zoom lens. Plenty of 
control options, including a traditional 
aperture ring and shutter-speed dial, 
can give way to fully automatic when 

you want to focus on composition.
An excellent built-in viewfinder makes 

this feel closer to sLR shooting than 
some of the other compacts in the 

group, and the view inside is clear and 
bright. there’s also built-in Wi-Fi for 

remote shooting and quick sharing of 
your images. the only major downside 
is that the screen isn’t touch-sensitive.
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Pros: All the manual control you need in 
a light and small body.

Cons: the display can be a little hard to 
see in very bright light.

We say: Great options plus sharp 
images make this a good all-rounder.

the pocket-friendly Ricoh GR is also the 
most wallet-friendly here, having been 
around for some time. inside you’ll find 

an APs-C-sized sensor, and like the 
Coolpix A, a fixed 28mm f/2.8 lens.

it’s also missing an antialiasing filter, 
for excellent detail reproduction, while 
colors are natural and exposures are 

good. noise is well-controlled, but it’s 
advisable to shoot in the raw format to 

get the most from the camera.
Looking at the negatives, there’s no 
built-in Wi-Fi, the screen isn’t touch-
sensitive, and you could argue that 
cameras with a zoom lens offer you 

more flexibility.

Pros: A full-frame sensor joins with a 
Carl Zeiss lens for superb image quality.

Cons: Battery life is very poor, 
sometimes lasting a couple of hours.

We say: not a camera for the masses, 
but enthusiasts won’t be disappointed. 

the most expensive camera in the 
group, the RX1R is also the only one 
with a full-frame sensor. traditional 

controls will be appreciated by 
enthusiasts, while the 35mm f/2 
Carl Zeiss lens is ideal for street 

photography, but also works well as an 
all-purpose optic. Colors are vibrant, 
while noise is controlled well in low 

light. the lack of an antialiasing filter 
means detail is resolved very well.
On the downside, there’s no built-in 

Wi-Fi or touchscreen functionality, and 
battery life is a bit lacking. it’s also the 

most cumbersome on test – you’ll have 
trouble fitting it into a jacket pocket.

rICoh  
Gr 

PrICe:  £439 / $596
www.ricoh.com
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Sony  
rX1r 

PrICe: £1,999 / $2,798
www.sony.com

m i n i  t e s t
We test six of the best large-sensor compacts
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