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54  SPACE PRODIGY  Barcelona-based real estate agent-turned-interior 

designer Katty Schiebeck excels in making a lot out of very little

59  MATERIAL WORLD  Rising design star Philippe Malouin’s 

unconventional creations highlight his refreshingly realistic attitude 

and adaptable approach to work
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and international talent brief ly leave the digital days behind

64  GARTH BARNETT 1946–2015  A tribute to the interior designer

66  ANIMAL MAGNETISM  Some think they’re weird, others claim  

they’re wonderful, but the Surrealist sculptures of French couple  

François-Xavier and Claude Lalanne have never been ignored

70  ART NEWS  Actress Cate Blanchett adopts multiple new roles  

in a visual-art treat, plus there are exhibitions to satisfy all tastes

74  BLANKET POLICY  Designer Toby Jones turns to an ancient 

Japanese art technique to give new life to a household staple

75  BOOK NEWS  The latest releases include a trilogy of tomes about 

Australian architecture, a tribute to Italian fashion and a decor delight 

In Store
77  BORN TO BE WILD  Australian-made but with a global vision,  

Sydney’s Utopia Goods embrace our natural attractions

80  IN STORE NEWS  A new year means an array of enticing pieces  

for all rooms, from the pretty to the powerful

83  GROUND CONTROL  Parterre’s Richard Haigh stays ahead  

of the garden-industry pack after 30-plus years in the business 

84  CIRCLE LINES  Renowned jewellery designer Lara Bohinc 

branches out into spherically inspired furniture and homewares
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20 EDITOR’S LETTER 

In Vogue
23  JEWELS OF THE ZODIAC  Follow the stars in 2016 and  

shine brightly in a unique design created around your birthstone 

30  GRAPHIC SCENES  There are no shades of grey when black and 

white blast off each other. Patterns have never been so much fun 

32  FAIR DINKUM  Our glorious native f lora and fauna are the 

inspiration for a collection of designs to advance any true-blue 

Australian’s sense of national pride 

34  SIMPLY RED  The heat is on this summer as the colour of love, 

passion and desire reaches boiling point

36  LIGHTNESS OF BEING  Ballet’s grace and sensuality can  

be replicated in your home with delicate, sheer fabrics

40  EMERALD CITY  It’s easy being green with vivid summery  

hues that bring the great outdoors to the urban jungle

42  HELLO, NORMA JEAN  Two new exhibitions celebrate the 

headline-grabbing life of Hollywood goddess Marilyn Monroe 

Art & Design
47  INTO THE FREY  Iconic French furnishings house Pierre Frey  

is honoured with a major new exhibition in Paris

48  RELAXED BY DESIGN  Australian designer Marc Newson  

invites you to visit the humble but beautiful holiday cottage in  

the Greek islands that was, for him, “love at first sight”
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Homes
90  PRIVATE GALLERY  The 17th-century French home of British 

artist and textile designer Carolyn Quartermaine is the perfect 

backdrop for her creative passion

98  LA DOLCE VITA  Celebrity photographer James White couldn’t  

find a home worthy of displaying his vast collection of images  

— so he built it instead, high in the Hollywood Hills

106  GOING WITH THE FLOW  Interior designer Kerry Phelan creates 

a divine home for her Sydney clients with a measured, detailed approach

114  A MODERNIST RANCH  The South African getaway of 

entrepreneur Julian Treger is a fascinating hybrid of cultural influences 

122  FORCE OF NATURE  A globetrotting couple renovate their 

waterside Sydney home with its spectacular surroundings in mind

130  LIGHT FANTASTIC  An apartment in an 1850s building in Lyon, 

France, comes alive after the owners eschew colour and pattern in 

favour of a pale, f lattering palette

Concierge
141  BORN AGAIN  A century-old landmark pub on Sydney’s harbourside 

with a vivid, storied past receives a respectful makeover by interior  

stylist Sibella Court 

148  REGAL MANOR  Almost 800 years after it was built, Ireland’s 

imposing Ashford Castle has arguably never looked better

152  LIVING TREASURE  Perth’s Cathedral Square redevelopment  

is crowned by the opening of Como’s first Australian luxury hotel

156  MADE IN JAPAN  The birthplace of Japanese ceramics, the small 

town of Arita celebrates 400 years of production and inspires Dutch 

design duo Scholten & Baijings and designer Teruhiro Yanagihara

160   TRAVEL NEWS  The latest design hotspots and travel essentials 

to add to your bucket list.

162  FOOD NEWS  Sample the best fare at home and abroad, from  

boutique Australian gin to five-star dining in Singapore 

164  WINNING FORM  At November’s Melbourne Cup Carnival,  

invited guests came to their senses in a remarkable venue

166  TAKING THE STAGE  The winner of the coveted Vogue Living  
Alessi Design Prize 2015 is announced in Sydney

Services
44  SUBSCRIBE  to Vogue Living for one year, save up to 39 per cent  

on the regular cover price and receive a bonus summer tote bag

167  SOURCES  Contact details for the products, people and  

retailers featured in this issue

Passions
176  10 FAVOURITE THINGS  History-loving architect and  

fragrance developer Carlos Huber of Arquiste explains what  

pushes his creative buttons, and why
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and textile designer Carolyn Quartermaine.  
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With 22 years in publishing to her 
name, this Perth-based writer, stylist  

and creative consultant is “constantly 
wanting, through words and images,  

 to connect people with and allow  
them to feel the beauty of a subject”. 

Flanders did just that when she visited 
Perth’s stunning Como The Treasury 

hotel (page 152). “There is something 
incredibly gentle and intimate about the 

hotel’s location, the State Buildings, 
which is surprising given their scale  

and function,” she says. “I enjoyed that 
feeling of the spaces revealing 

themselves to me like a special secret.”

A former Vogue Living chief  
sub editor, Twomey is a journalist 
specialising in design, food and travel. 
She wrote ‘Born Again’, our story 

on Sydney’s Hotel Palisade (page 141) and says, “I was moved by the history 
behind the project. This was a 100-year-old building that [stylist] Sibella 
Court brought back to life by delving into the stories behind the design and 
using the best pieces of that history to create a journey from past to present.”

As a photographer and director, Stevens travels the world, shooting at some  
of the most beautiful and remote locations; for this issue, however, the Sydneysider 
stayed local. His images are carefully considered; composed yet organic, as seen  
in our ‘Jewels of the Zodiac’ feature (page 23, below). “My creative process  

is born of a technical 
approach to a commission,” 
says Stevens. “However,  
the progressive nature  
of a shoot allows this 
original vision to transform 
into a more organic 
collaboration with the 
creative team involved.”

Anna Flanders

Leah Twomey Brett Stevens

The freelance journalist and writer has had more than a dozen books published and is a long-time 
contributor to Vogue Living. His ‘Going With the Flow’ feature (page 106) also allowed him to express 
his admiration for the work of the Sydney home’s interior designer, Kerry Phelan. “This has to be one  
of her most accomplished houses to date,” says Bradbury. “There’s a special relationship between inside 
and outside space, with a wonderful borderland in between.” Bradbury lives in Norfolk, England, and 
apart from the long winters, considers it to be one of the most beautiful places on earth.

Dominic Bradbury

The Melbourne photographer, filmmaker and creative director started out 
shooting stills on film sets but now works closely with dancers. This made him 
ideal to capture our ‘Lightness of Being’ fabric feature (page 36). “I’m inspired 

by the individuality of a dancer,” says Ridler. “The way they move is very specific, 
like a fingerprint, which can be wonderful to play with.” He is currently working on 
a fine art series featuring dancers, with a solo exhibition slated for later this year. 

Justin Ridler
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LIGHT-PERFECT: ROOMS THAT LET THE OUTSIDE IN.
VOGUELIVING.COM.AU/INTERIORS

Read our bonus feature 
on a glamorous penthouse 
apartment designed by fashion 
illustrator Megan Hess.
VOGUELIVING.COM.AU/INTERIORS

the high
life

VOGUELIVING.

COM.AU/TRAVEL

PLUS…

Must-pack  
items for  

your summer 
getaways.

Czech & Speake 
leather-bound 

manicure set, $723; 
Globe-Trotter ‘Spectre’ 

leather-trimmed 
trolley case, $2628, 

both from Mr Porter. 
Details, last pages.

Facebook: Vogue Living | Instagram: @vogueliving | Pinterest: Vogue Living | Tumblr: Vogue Living Magazine | Twitter: @VogueLiving

FOLLOW US

Online now...
The very best in design, interiors, arts,  
travel and entertaining every day of the year.

OUT OF THE BOX

Artful and eccentric homes 
to inspire extraordinary 

design, including Château 
de la Goujeonnerie 

(pictured) in France.

VOGUELIVING.COM.AU/ 

INTERIORS

Go online or to our new 
digital edition to see inside 
even more beautiful homes, 
such as the Paris apartment 
of designers Hugo Sauzay 
and Charlotte de Tonnac.

VOGUELIVING.COM.AU/DESIGN

DIGITAL EDITION

GET BONUS CONTENT  
IN VOGUE LIVING’S  

NEW INTERACTIVE  
DIGITAL EDITION.
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EDITOR’S LETTER
FROM TOP: Pierre Frey’s 
vivid designs are part of an 
exhibition in Paris (page 47); 
Marilyn Monroe in all her 
glory (page 42); an old building 
in Lyon, France opens its eyes 
(page 130); at home by the 
water in Sydney (page 122).

M 
arilyn Monroe died the year I was born. As a teenager, her 
memory intrigued me and I recall my university digs were 
something of a Marilyn shrine. I make these points not to 
claim any kinship with Norma Jean but simply to detail — 
as Melbourne editor Annemarie Kiely does so eloquently 
(page 42) — Monroe’s extraordinarily enduring legacy. More 

than half a century after her death, there is no hint of it diminishing, as each 
generation embraces the Marilyn legend afresh. A candle in the wind, perhaps… 
but one that refuses to be extinguished. 

There’s a wonderful rhythm of past and present in this summer issue of 
Vogue Living. Interior stylist Sibella Court, in refurbishing Sydney’s century-old 
Hotel Palisade (page 141), draws on the building’s history to create an interior that 
is both authentic and contemporary. Barcelona-based interior designer and blogger 
Katty Schiebeck (page 54) uses the architectural ‘bones’ of a space to create her 
elegantly spare, modern interiors. And architect-turned-perfumier Carlos Huber 
reveals the love of antiquity (page 176) that inspires and informs his fragrances 
and candles, including one that evokes “a spilled martini on a velvet banquette”. 

At this time of year I’m drawn to homes where I can imagine the warm breeze 
through an open door and cool tiles beneath my bare feet. Marc Newson and 
Charlotte Stockdale’s stone cottage on the Greek island of Ithaca (page 48) is all 
the more appealing for its impermanence — a “temporary fix”, as writer Celia 
Ellenberg describes it — while the Australian-born industrial design maestro 
and his stylist wife build a modern villa next door. As a serial procrastinator when 
it comes to any decisions with my own home, I’m relieved to know that even 
Newson can run six years behind schedule. 

Finally, in Provence, Carolyn Quartermaine’s 17th-century house — our cover 
home — has a similar languor. The British artist views her home-cum-gallery 
(page 90) as a “work in progress”, with the fragility and transience of ever-changing 
visual tableaux. There’s a charming honesty in her grouping of items — “heartbeat 
moments” — simply because they bring pleasure. It’s a lovely philosophy.

N E A L E  W HI TA K E R
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Produced by JACK MILENKOVIC  
Photographed by BRETT STEVENS  
Styled by ALEXANDRA GORDON  

If you follow the stars, don’t 
hide it in 2016 — be proud, be 
loud and wear the stone of 
your star sign with pride.
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1. Patek Philippe ‘Nautilus’ white-gold and 

diamond watch, $345,700, from LK Boutique. 
2. Diesel Living with Seletti ‘Callisto’ porcelain 
plate, $55. 3. Canturi ‘Odyssey’ diamond star 

bangle by Stefano Canturi, $13,500. 4. Cerrone 
‘Swirl’ 18-carat-gold drop earrings with pavé 
diamonds, $55,500 for a pair. 5. Extra-large 
clear-quartz pyramid, $2895, and assorted 

clear-quartz shapes, $59 each, all from Becker 
Minty. Background painted in Porter’s  
Paints ‘Panorama’. Details, last pages.

JEWELS of the 

ARIES
DIAMON D
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5

4

2
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1. Waterford ‘Clarendon’ martini glass in 
Ruby, $399 for a set of two. 2. Nautilus shell 

set in sterling silver, $595, from Greene & 
Greene Antiques. 3. Paspaley ‘Touchstone’ 

yellow-gold necklace with pearls and rubies, 
$21,800. 4. Nickel shell dish, $249, from 

Becker Minty. 5. Kailis ‘Angelic’ white-gold 
bangle with pearls and pavé diamonds, 

$17,535. 6. Canturi ‘Captivo’ ring by Stefano 
Canturi with rubies and black sapphire, 

$6500. 7. Baume & Mercier ‘Promesse’ watch 
with diamonds and mother-of-pearl, $9300.  

8. Pearled nautilus shell, $115, and  
9. Oyster plate, $65, both from My Island 

Home. 10. Georg Jensen ‘Neva’ 18-carat-gold 
bangle with pearls, from $2425. 11. Georg 

Jensen ‘Neva’ 18-carat-gold ring with pearls, 
from $1250. 12. Cerrone ‘Crab’ 18-carat 

white-gold brooch with pavé diamonds and 
black Tahitian pearl, $13,690. 13. Waterford 

Fleurology ‘Cleo’ rose bowl in red, $1099.  
14. Paspaley pearl choker strand, $32,800, 

with ‘Touchstone’ gold clasp with rubies and 
diamonds, $8880. 15. Bernardaud ‘Ecume’ 
platinum dinner plate, $531, from Pavillon 

Christofle. Background painted  
in Porter’s Paints ‘Seashell’.
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1. Cutipol ‘Moon’ 24-carat-gold  
salad servers, $126 for a set of two,  

from Francalia. 2. Louis Vuitton ‘Fortune’  
ear cuffs, $510 for a pair. 3. Gaia & Gino 
candlestick/vase, $150, from Macleay on 

Manning. 4. Ole Lynggaard Copenhagen 
‘Gipsy’ earrings in aquamarine, topaz 

and white moonstone, $14,700 for a pair. 
5. Blue coral, $400, from My Island 

Home. 6. Selenite sphere, $395 for a set  
of three, from Becker Minty. 7. Bayco 

emerald and diamond bracelet, $565,700, 
from LK Boutique. 8. Tiffany & Co. 
platinum, diamond and aquamarine 

ring, $27,700. 9. Blue topaz and diamond 
ring, $26,500, from J Farren-Price. 

10. Christofle two-fish vase, $620, from 
Pavillon Christofle. 11. Waterford 

‘Clarendon’ hock wine glass in Emerald, 
$399 for a pair. Background painted 

in Porter’s Paints ‘Panorama’.
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1. Chanel ‘J12 Moonphase’ white ceramic 38mm automatic watch with diamond  
bezel and dial, $25,200. 2. Fornasetti ‘Zodiac’ coffee cup and saucer, $2100 for a set of six,  
and 3. ‘Soli’ cup and saucer, $395, all from Macleay on Manning. 4. 18-carat white-gold, 

pink tourmaline, garnet and diamond brooch, $17,400, from Fairfax & Roberts.  
5. Nachtmann ‘Prezioso’ glass in Rosso, $140, from Riedel. 6. Pyrite cube cluster, $795, 
from Becker Minty. 7. Enamel teaspoons, $475 for a set of six, from Greene & Greene 
Antiques. 8. Canturi ‘Iris’ necklace by Stefano Canturi. 9. Christofle Crystal ‘Kawali’ 

roemer wine glass in Amber, $340, from Pavillon Christofle. 10. Hand-carved labradorite 
catch-all dish, $385, from Becker Minty. 11. Opal and diamond ring, $8000, from Anne 

Schofield Antiques. 12. Opal and 18-carat-gold ring, $1495, from Michael A Greene.  
13. Diesel Living with Seletti ‘Mars’ porcelain plate, $75. 14. Kate McCoy ‘Eau de Vie’ 
18-carat-gold, citrine, smokey quartz and diamond ring, $5210. 15. Faceted-citrine and 

nine-carat-gold brooch/pendant, $3500, from Anne Schofield Antiques. 16. Citrine  
and 18-carat-gold ring, $2250, from Greene & Greene Antiques. 17. Kelly Wearstler 

bejewelled pyrite sphere bottle stopper, $245, from Becker Minty. 18. Baccarat decanter, 
$275, from Greene & Greene Antiques. 19. Mario Luca Giusti ‘Super Milly’ glass in 
Amber, $46, from The Bay Tree. Background painted in Porter’s Paints ‘Seashell’.
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1. Jaeger-LeCoultre ‘Rendez-Vous Celestial’ watch, $71,500, and 2.  
Rolex ‘Pearlmaster’ 34mm 18-carat white-gold watch with sapphire bezel, 

$88,050, both from J Farren-Price. 3. IWC Schaffhausen ‘Portugieser Perpetual 
Calendar Double Moon’ watch, $57,800, from Gregory Jewellers. 4. Rosenthal 

Versace ‘Infinite Dreams 2015’ plate, $299. 5. Jaeger-LeCoultre ‘Grande Reverso 
Lady Duetto Duo’ watch, $14,600, from J Farren-Price. 6. Maniamania lapis 
lazuli point, $29. 7. Matthew Ely by York Jewellers multicolour sapphire-slice 
and diamond ring, $2490. 8. Christofle ‘Talisman’ dinner fork, from Pavillon 
Christofle. 9. Georg Jensen ‘Fusion’ centre ring with blue sapphires (left), from 
$2975, and end ring in 18-carat white gold, from $1150. 10. William Yeoward 

‘Jodie’ vase in blue, $272, from The Bay Tree. Background  
painted in Porter’s Paints ‘Panorama’.
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1. Diesel Living with Seletti ‘Saturn’  
porcelain plate, $55. 2. Bulgari ‘Diva’ 

pink-gold necklace with amethysts, rubellites, 
peridots and pavé diamonds, $109,000.  

3. Moser ‘Gottula’ vase, $4200, from Conley  
& Co. 4. Turquoise earrings, $1100 for a pair, 
from Greene & Greene Antiques. 5. Amethyst 
merkaba sculpture, $195, from Becker Minty. 
6. Kate McCoy ‘Raw Amethyst’ ring, $360.  

7. Bulgari ‘Diva’ gold watch with mother-of-
pearl face, diamonds, amethysts, rubellites  
and peridots, $60,500. 8. Christian Tortu 
‘Drip’ glass vase in Amethyst, $130, from 

Macleay on Manning. 9. Kelly Wearstler 
bejewelled aquamarine and turquoise brass 

bottle opener, $495, and 10. Stenmark 
basket-weave turquoise-and-amethyst ring, 
from $3900, and 11. ‘Lia’ bottle stopper, $89,  
all from Becker Minty. 12. Cartier ‘Trinity  
de Cartier’ ring, $44,500. 13. Saint Louis  

‘Tommy’ martini glass in Anise Green, $820, 
from Pavillon Christofle. 14. Maniamania 
large amethyst cluster, $195. Background 
painted in Porter’s Paints ‘Panorama’.  

Details, last pages.
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Make an impact with black-and-white 
pieces that punch above their weight. 

GRAPHIC 
SCENES

1. &Tradition ‘Formakami’ pendant light by Jaime Hayon; enquiries to Great Dane 

Furniture. 2. Kelly Wearstler ‘Lineage’ chair; kellywearstler.com. 3. Connected by 
Pattern installation by Patternity in collaboration with Paperless Post at Somerset 

House during London Design Festival; patternity.org. 4. Jonathan Adler coasters; 

enquiries to Coco Republic. 5. Monsieur Paris ‘Tectonic Silence’ coffee table; 

monsieur-paris.com. 6. Bosa by Hayon special-edition ‘T-Table’; bosatrade.com.  

7. Clockwise from left: ‘Seventies’ chair, $495; ‘Tribal’ chair, $1195; ‘Basket’ chair, $1295; 

and ‘Rock Lounger’, $2295; all from Weylandts. 8. Citta ‘Citadel’ towels, from $7 each. 

9. A selection of pieces from the Aura Ceramics collection, from $12.95 each. 10. Max 

Mara ‘Austin’ wedges, $825. 11. Greg Natale for One Duck Two ‘Stripes’ cushion,  

$120. 12. Roche Bobois ‘Optical’ vases; roche-bobois.com. 13. Limited-edition  

‘Stripes Organic Loop’ chair by Julian Mayor; julianmayor.com. Details, last pages.

TREND

Edited by ALEXANDRA GORDON
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Local talent taps into our natural 
resources, drawing creative inspiration 
from Australia’s diverse flora and fauna.

FAIR DINKUM

1. Jardan ‘Memphis’ timber coffee table, from $2094. 2. Barbera ‘Bronze Round’ table 

and ‘Uccio’ chair from Catapult Design. 3. Dinosaur Designs for Romance Was Born 

resin gumnut choker in Black & Snow, $310. 4. Quercus & Co ‘Kookaburra’ jumbo  

wall stamps in Golden Ochre, $245; enquiries to Tigger Hall Design. 5. Woodmark  

by Luxmy Furniture ‘Corker’ pendant lights, from $550. 6. Henry Wilson ‘Fin’ large 

gunmetal bronze bookends, $330 each. 7. Red-Tailed Black Cockatoo (2014) by 

Anna-Wili Highfield.  8. Made in Ratio ‘Cowrie’ chair by Brodie Neill, $3835, from  

Living Edge. 9. Blakeborough & King ‘Kite’ stool, $880, from Criteria. 10. Page Thirty 

Three ‘Interlock’ candle holder, $35. 11. Pierre Frey Origines fabric collection; enquiries 

to Milgate. 12. Bonnie and Neil ‘Kookaburra Grey’ linen tablecloth, from $215. 13. Willie 

Weston ‘Pandanus’ cushion in Stone, $165. 14. Kim Wallace Littlies ‘Koala’ porcelain 

bowl, $32. 15. Design by Them ‘Bow’ chair by Tom Fereday, $1595. Details, last pages. 

TREND

Edited by ALEXANDRA GORDON32 VOGUELIVING.COM.AU
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Turn up the heat this summer with 
accent pieces and collectables in rich 
hues of burgundy, vermilion and rose.

SIMPLY RED

1. Fritz Hansen ‘Series 7’ chair in Opium Red, $1045, from Cult. 2. Estée Lauder 

Modern Muse Le Rouge EDP, $160 for 100ml. 3. 19 Greek Street limited-edition 

Re-Imagined ‘Back-to-Back’ chair; from Criteria. 4. ISM Objects ‘Nudie’ large 

pendant, from $682. 5. La Chance ‘Iconic’ mirror in red and oak, $5562, from Living 

Edge. 6. Baxter ‘Abatjour’ floor lamp; baxter.it. 7. John Derian ‘Deeply Variegated’ 

round plate, $260; johnderian.com. 8. Moroso ‘Pipe’ chair; enquiries to Hub. 

9. Burberry ‘The Lightweight’ cashmere scarf in heart print, $1395. 10. Waterford 

Crystal ‘Lismore Red’ decanter, $599. 11. Daum large red ‘Tulip’ bowl; daum.fr. 

12. Stellar Works ‘Lunar’ side table, $663, from Living Edge. 13. Moooi ‘Seduction’ 

rug by Sonya Pletes, $3645 (225cm x 300cm), from Space Furniture. 14. Ligne  

Roset ‘Baskettino’ magazine rack, $875, from Domo. 15. Casamania ‘Chariot’  

trolley in Fluorescent Red, $3438, from Cafe Culture + Insitu. Details, last pages.

TREND

Edited by ALEXANDRA GORDON
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VIEW THE COLLECTION AT WWW.JAMESDUNLOPTEXTILES.COM



                        Ballet’s sensuous moves  
          and sculptural forms are  
accentuated by the dance of light  
         and air through sheer weaves and  
                            gossamer-fine metallics.

FROM LEFT: Luciano Marcato ‘Minosse’ in colour 90; enquiries to Seneca. Mokum ‘Couture’ in Blush. Jab Anstoetz Fabrics ‘Cape Coral’ sheer in colour 090; 
enquiries to Seneca. Equipo DRT ‘Caliope’ sheer organza in Orquidea; enquiries to Tigger Hall. Rubelli ‘Delaunay’ embossed velvet in Legno de Rosa (on floor); 

enquiries to South Pacific Fabrics. Quercus & Co ‘Crosshatch No 5’ Lyrata in Cameo Pink (on him); enquiries to Tigger Hall. OPPOSITE PAGE, FROM LEFT: 
Elitis ‘Cantuccini’ linen in colour LI 513 02; enquiries to Seneca. Mokum ‘Makai’ sheer in silver. James Dunlop ‘Antiquity’ sheer in Nightshade. Zimmer + Rohde 

‘Cosmo’ sheer in colour 984; enquiries to Unique Fabrics. Designers Guild ‘Aalter’ linen in Tuberose (on floor); enquiries to Radford.  
Andrew Martin ‘Lux’ burnout sheer in Smoke (on her); enquiries to Unique Fabrics. Details, last pages.

 Lightness

PRODUCED BY JACK MILENKOVIC  STYLED BY DAVID NOVAK-PIPER  
PHOTOGRAPHED BY JUSTIN RIDLER

of  being 
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1. James Dunlop ‘Makai’ sheer in silver (left). Equipo 
DRT ‘Caliope’ sheer organza in Orquidea; enquiries to 
Tigger Hall. 2. (from left) Mokum ‘Caledonia’ in silver 
and ‘Couture’ in Blush. James Dunlop ‘Antiquity’ sheer  
in Fawn. Sahco ‘Orchidea’ sheer in colour 01 (on her); 
enquiries to South Pacific Fabrics. Ribbon stylist’s own.  

3. (from left) Mokum ‘Emperor’ sheer in Blush, ‘Caledonia’ 
in silver and ‘Couture’ in blush. James Dunlop ‘Antiquity’ 
sheer in mauve. Mokum ‘Makai’ sheer in silver (on floor). 
Jab Anstoetz Fabrics ‘Eden’ sheer in colour 060 (on her); 
enquiries to Seneca.4. Weitzner ‘Palladium’ tin-coated 

copper wire (on him); enquiries to South Pacific.  
Jab Anstoetz Fabrics ‘Cape Coral’ sheer in colour  

090 (backdrop); enquiries to Seneca.

The Australian Ballet’s 2016 season starts  
with a spectacular contemporary triple bill,  

Vitesse, which begins touring nationally in March.  
For more information, visit australianballet.com.au.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: Dominique Kieffer 
‘Reloaded’ textured jacquard in Rose; enquiries to 
South Pacific Fabrics. Decortex ‘Essaouira’ linen; 

enquiries to Domestic Textile Corporation. Mokum 
‘Makai’ sheer and ‘Couture’, both in Copper. Martyn 

Lawrence-Bullard ‘Mamounia Petite’ sheer linen; 
enquiries to Tigger Hall. Sanderson ‘Arden’ linen  
in Chintz (on him); enquiries to Domestic Textile 

Corporation. Details, last pages.

Styling assistants: Anna Delprat, Kelly Steele
Models: The Australian Ballet’s Vivienne Wong  

and Cristiano Martino

FABRIC
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EMERALD CITY
Rule the urban jungle with nature-inspired notes and summery greens and golds

1. Giorgio Armani mesh evening bag, $3060, and 2. glass-and-crystal brooch, $1470. 3. Hatmaker straw hat, $390. 4. Prada Collector Edition Candy EDP, $150 for 80ml. 
5. Dinosaur Designs ‘Stone 3’ necklace, $290. 6. Miu Miu slingback kitten-heel pumps, $1060, from My Theresa. 7. Atelier Swarovski ‘Kalix’ necklace, $1790. 8. ‘Daisy’ dress; 
enquiries to Dolce & Gabbana. 9. Fornasetti Burlesque candle, $225, from Mecca. 10. Bally ‘Eclipse’ saddle bag, $2695. 11. Lancôme Absolue Precious Cells Advanced Youthful 

Lotion, $160. 12. Anya Hindmarch ‘Imperial Queues Likely’ leather clutch, $1687, from Matches Fashion. 13. Tom Ford Noir Pour Femme EDP, $165 for 50ml. 14. Giorgio Armani 
Privé Sable Fumé EDP, $888 for 100ml. 15. La Prairie White Caviar Illuminating Moisturizing Cream, $575, and 16. Illuminating Hand Cream, $185. 17. Ek Thongprasert silicone 

flower necklace, $785, and 18. Saint Laurent Monogramme Double-Zip Clutch, $1175, both from Parlour X. 19. Versace sunglasses, $359, from Veri Boutique. 20. ‘Daisy’ pumps; 
enquiries to Dolce & Gabbana. 21. ‘Atlas’ cuff, $20,700, and 22. Elsa Peretti ‘Bone’ cuff, $24,800, both in 18-carat gold from Tiffany & Co. 23. Amouage Sunshine Woman EDP, 

$588 for 100ml, and 24. Costume National Cyber Garden EDT, $166 for 100ml, both enquiries to Agence de Parfum. 25. Prada ‘Donna’ bag, $3090. Details, last pages.
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Edited and styled by DAVID NOVAK-PIPER
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IN STYLE



des ign ‘cloud -  c i nder’  from robyn cosgrove’s  e xclus i ve  collec t ion f i nely 

h andknot ted i n  nepa l  from h im a l ayan wool & s i l k,  cus tom s i ze s  ava i l able.
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A new round of exhibitions 
show that even 50 years after 
her death, Marilyn Monroe’s 
appeal is stronger than ever.
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M
ORE THAN HALF A CENTURY after the death of 
Marilyn Monroe, you’d think interest in the late star 
would be limited to senior citizens. After all, in the 
chronology of 20th-century celebrity, she was buried 
a  month after the Rolling Stones debuted at the 
Marquee Club in London in 1962, and more than 

three decades before Justin Bieber was born.
Indeed, what digital native would know or even care about the 

narrative that is Norma Jeane Mortenson — the unloved child 
(fostered by 11 different families) who name-changed into the world’s 
biggest star before dying from a barbiturate overdose at the age of 
36? Well, if Facebook is any flag of her contemporary currency,  
then Marilyn, who boasts a 14 million-plus following from beyond 
the grave, claims seven times the ‘likes’ of Hollywood’s reigning  
sex symbol, Angelina Jolie Pitt. And if earning capacity in the 
afterlife is any measure of commercial stature, then 
the US$17 million bagged in branding agreements 
by her estate last year says that Marilyn is a still 
a major influencer. (She was, for example, digitally 
revived, and her estate richly reimbursed, for an 
appearance in a 2011 Dior J’Adore advertisement). 

But perhaps it’s the audience numbers flocking 
to the current crop of international exhibitions, 
the content of which explores her ‘cultural 
phenomenon’, that provides real context for her 
enduring relevance. Life as a Legend: Marilyn Monroe — the 
touring show that captured Marilyn’s spark through the art of Andy 
Warhol, Allen Jones, Peter Blake, Richard Avedon, Bert Stern, 
Henri Cartier-Bresson and many others — broke attendance 
records at nearly every museum in which it has been shown.

These facts were not lost on the directors of the new Murray Art 
Museum Albury (MAMA) in New South Wales when they went in 
search of a blockbuster befitting the gallery’s redevelopment. They 
knew that improved cultural infrastructure, combined with the cult 
of celebrity and a radical rethink of curatorial practice, could boost 
a  regional economy — so Grace Kelly: Style Icon at Victoria’s 
Bendigo Art Gallery had proved in 2012, injecting $17 million into 
local coffers in a three-month period. MAMA 
needed the Kelly effect — another beautiful 
blonde with an unhappy ending — to draw 
crowds as far as Albury. 

Marilyn: Celebrating an American Icon (based 
on Life as a Legend) will form the core of a wider  

exhibition that has mined Monroe-inflected fashion, furniture and 
fine-art, from public and private collections around Australia.

“Lots of cups of tea were had over the question of Marilyn’s enduring 
appeal and her proto-feminism,” says curator Bianca Acimovic, side-
stepping the cliché of ageless beauty while arguing that the star cleverly 
used her sex appeal to subvert an oppressive Hollywood patriarchy. 
“There are so many different perceptions. But we all agreed that she  
is representative of an image that is no longer present in pop culture 
— just compare her to the Kardashians; they are not on the same plane 
for class, style or mystique.”

Nor do they incite the same passion, adds MAMA director Jacqui 
Hemsley, qualifying that Western culture was perhaps a little more 
innocent back then. “Now it’s all about the brand.”

Yes, the Henri Cartier-Bresson images of Marilyn on the set of 
The Misfits frame an ill-fated collaboration with her playwright 

husband, Arthur Miller, not a licensing 
commitment. But a full suite of screen prints by 
Warhol, also featured in the show, pre-empts the 
coming avalanche of consumerism — an 
appropriated image of the star mass-produced like 
a soup can into iconicity. 

While MAMA makes the most of Marilyn 
behind the camera, Bendigo Art Gallery will follow 
with a full cinemascope of her celebrity in Marilyn 
Monroe, an exhibition that draws from the archives 

of 20th Century Fox. More than 20 original film costumes and 
personal effects — including the William Travilla white dress worn 
over the subway grate in The Seven Year Itch — will come together 
in a collection that gallery director Karen Quinlan declares “the 
closest we can get to the real person”. 

And getting close to the real person reminds us that fame is 
a Faustian bargain, a pact Marilyn made with the unwitting words: 
“A wise girl kisses but doesn’t love, listens but doesn’t believe, and 
leaves before she is left.”  VL
Marilyn: Celebrating an American Icon runs 12 February–8 May at 
Murray Art Museum Albury; mamalbury.com.au. Marilyn Monroe runs 
5 March–10 July at Bendigo Art Gallery; bendigoartgallery.com.au.

“Marilyn is 
representative of 
an image that is 

no longer present 
in pop culture”

BELOW, FROM LEFT: Among the images featured 
at the Monroe exhibitions are the star at the premiere of 

East of Eden, 1955, shot by Eve Arnold; a 1956 photograph 
by Cecil Beaton; on the set of The Misfits, 1960, by Henri 

Cartier-Bresson; and Marilyn Monroe Collage (1971) 
by Peter Beard. OPPOSITE PAGE: a promotional  

image for 1953’s Gentlemen Prefer Blondes.  
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rope handles. 
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A LIFETIME OF

STYLE

Bristile Roofi ng’s 10 Year Total Roof Warranty applies where the company supplies and installs any La Escandella roof tile. The warranty is for installation services for 10 years from the original date of 
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Pierre Frey’s ‘Alexandrie’ wallpaper (pictured) 
may be a stylised tribute to the tropical prints  
of Napoleon III’s second empire, but it sums  

up the exotic historicism of this summer’s  
hottest trend. The luxury French furnishings 
house is being celebrated for its eight decades 

of creativity with Tissus Inspirés, Pierre Frey,  
an exhibition at the Musée des Arts Décoratifs  

in Paris 21 January–12 June;  
www.lesartsdecoratifs.fr.
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The living room in the Stockdale-Newson’s 
Ithaca cottage features brightly coloured 

handcrafted ‘Taki’ lounge cushions by Greek 
furniture design company Coco-Mat, and 
pieces gathered from the couple’s travels.  
OPPOSITE PAGE: Marc Newson and  

his wife, Charlotte Stockdale, take time out  
on 1930s-designed Josef Frank for Svenskt 

Tenn rattan garden furniture.
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RELAXED  
by 

by CELIA ELLENBERG  photographed by MAGNUS MARDING

                Industrial designer  
Marc Newson and his  
      wife, stylist  
   Charlotte Stockdale,   
                   share their personal 
Greek odyssey.
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CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 
Newson’s modular ‘Bunky’ bed for 
Italian company Magis riffs on the 

cerulean colour scheme of the cottage;  
the family dog, Zoe (right), and  

a neighbour’s dog outside the children’s 
bedroom; Newson spotted his island idyll 

while on a sailing trip near this 
white-stone beach; the cottage’s patio 

table set for lunch; gardens are loosely 
landscaped with native grasses and 

now-flourishing olive trees; Stockdale  
in her garden; a view of the neighbouring 

island of Kefalonia at sunrise. 
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HEN AUSTRALIAN INDUSTRIAL DESIGNER 
Marc Newson married British stylist Charlotte Stockdale in 
2008, they already shared a history in Greece’s Ionian 
Islands. Stockdale spent every Easter and summer as a child 
at her family’s hilltop house on Corfu, while Newson’s 
grandfather emigrated to Australia from Ithaca. 

Early in their marriage, Newson took Stockdale to Ithaca 
to see a pristine piece of land he’d first spotted 15 years prior. “It was 
really love at first sight,” he says. “I saw the plot from the sea and 
decided I must have it.” A year later, the designer began work on 
a holiday home that his wife affectionately refers to as “the little house”.

The three-room stone cottage was supposed to be a temporary  
fix while Newson constructed a large cliffside villa next door, but it 
has accommodated the couple and their growing family for six years. 
“I’m sure we’ll have endless nostalgia when we move,” Stockdale says, 
peering out at the nearly finished “big house” from the cottage portico. 

Parents to Imogen, eight, and Lucienne, four, the couple work 
hard for their vacations. Newson, who settled in the UK in 1997, 
fields a revolving cast of collaborations from his London studio, such 
as a backpack for Louis Vuitton, a silver tea service for Georg Jensen, 
airplane and lounge interiors for Qantas and, of course, the Apple 
Watch. Between her creative consultancy at Italian fashion house 
Fendi, appointments as style editor at fragrance brand Jo Malone 
London and fashion director at the biannual art/fashion magazine 
Garage, and regular styling gigs, Stockdale is just as busy.

In Ithaca, though, the couple have distinctly different roles: 
gardener, landscape designer, frozen-pizza-lunch preparer. It’s also 
where their individual tastes collide. Newson “is more rooted in 
historical, artisanal craftsmanship that is then translated in some 
‘Beam me up, Scotty’ way”, says Vanity Fair fashion director Jessica 
Diehl, a close friend of the couple. “Charlotte, on the other hand,  
is what I would describe as an elegant, cosy, globe-trotting explorer 
rooted in English country style”. 

Take, for example, the smooth edges of the Carrara marble kitchen 
countertop that sits between a sparkling white refrigerator and  
oven, part of Newson’s home collection for Italian appliance company 
Smeg. Then there’s lived-in appeal courtesy of brightly coloured 
Coco-Mat lounge cushions and the dark wood details that  ›› 
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‹‹  balance out the bright white plaster walls. The delicate strands  
of brown beads found on Etsy that dangle from the cottage’s entryway 
are “woven grass pods from Sri Lanka, or Thailand”, Stockdale says.

The property is cut through with low stone walls that Newson 
stacked and mortared himself. But perhaps the most impressive feat 
lies in the gardens the couple have created. Radicchio, cos, frisée and 
lamb’s lettuce grow alongside chives, spring onions, carrots, potatoes, 
onions and parsley. 

There’s “every sort of mint you can imagine,” says Stockdale, and 
“peppers of all sorts”. One garden contains white and red eggplants, 
tomatoes and watermelons, while runner beans and okra abound in 
the “big” vegetable garden at the far end of the property. 

Then there are the orchards, which yield enough plums, quince, 
apples, pears and apricots for eating and jam-making. “These trees 
here we thought were goners,” Stockdale says, pointing out the leafy 
olive branches obstructing her view on the portico. “You used to be 
able to see the sea! Now you can hardly see it at all.”

“My grandfather, the Ithacan one, was actually a gardener, so 
somehow it feels like a rite of passage,” says Newson, admitting he 
knew nothing about landscaping (or stone-wall building) before 
starting work on the property. “I’m surrounded by modernity, and 
frankly, I look at this project as a kind of respite from that.”

“I’m surrounded by modernity, and 
frankly, I look at this project as  

a kind of respite from that.”

Accessible only by boat, Ithaca’s traditional lifestyle and relative 
serenity is a primary drawcard for the couple — although the local 
population of about 3500 still swells to just over 20,000 in summer. 
“Ithaca has retained the beautiful, elegant, simple aspects of Greek 
life that I’ve seen disappear elsewhere,” says Stockdale. “Mentally, 
we’re able to cut off here.”

Inside their cottage, in one of many considered but homey details, 
a bowl of freshly picked olives sits on the dining table waiting to go 
to the village press. A peek into their daughters’ bedroom reveals 
Newson’s modular ‘Bunky’ bunk beds for Italian furniture brand 
Magis, covered with well-loved stuffed toys. The blue of the bed 
frame is repeated through the house — on shutters, in the old taverna 
chairs’ cushions, in the place mats on the outdoor dining table —  
unintentionally resulting in a quintessential Greek colour scheme.

On the table next to the olives, a slightly darker blue coats the 
heavy glass bottle of Stockdale’s Linen Spray for Jo Malone London. 
The perfumed mist is an impressive match for the natural jasmine 
fragrance that wafts through the Ithaca property, and for Stockdale’s 
own scent memories of Corfu. “I think that smells are like music in 
that they can take you instantly to a place,” she says.

Dusk falls, and the Stockdale-Newsons head to Frikes, a village on 
Ithaca’s east coast, for dinner at Rementzo, a family favourite. Stockdale 
pauses to fill her lungs with the sea-spiked breeze. “Take a deep breath,” 
she tells her daughters. “It smells like fried seafood, salty air and herbs. 
It smells like my childhood and now it will smell like yours, too.”   VL

ABOVE: Dark wood plays a gentle counterpoint to the kitchen’s bright plastered 
walls, Carrara marble benchtop and Newson-designed Smeg appliances.
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K
AT T Y  S C H I E B EC K , self-
taught interior designer and 
blogger at Somewhere I Would 
Like to Live — a voyeuristic 
feed of stunning photography, 
tasteful interiors and mainly 
Mid-century Modern-inspired 

architecture — is truly the product of her 
generation. Her work has been shared online with such a frenzy 
of enthusiasm that it has catapulted her onto the international stage.

Despite her modest-sized portfolio of residential projects — the 
most blogged-about being a 440-square-metre apartment in 
Barcelona’s upscale Passeig de Gràcia — Schiebeck’s distinctive 
style has attracted attention from day one. What some might see as 
a  mix of Scandinavian minimalism and contemporary Spanish 
design, the interior designer prefers to describe simply — and aptly 
— as “welcoming and austere at the same time”. There are many 
other influences at play, she adds. The work of Modernists 
Le Corbusier and Mies Van der Rohe, and the dramatic Brutalist 
interiors of American architect Paul Rudolph are all touchstones. 

Most important for Schiebeck, however — and the starting point 
for every project — is to respect the history, or the ‘bones’, of each site. 
“I try to retrieve some architectural elements of the space; for 
instance, a floor of mosaic tiles or some moulds on the walls,” she 
explains. “I’ve been fortunate to work on properties in Barcelona 

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: interior designer Katty 
Schiebeck. The living area and 

kitchen of her most-blogged-about 
apartment, in Passeig de Gràcia, 

exemplify her pure, minimalist 
style, as does the bathroom of 

another Barcelona project.

SPACE 
PRODIGY
This young Barcelona-based  
interior designer and online curator 
has tapped into today’s zeitgeist  
with her signature style.

By ALICE CAVANAGH  



of  Modernist style, where you always  
find such decorative elements.” 

Schiebeck came to interiors via real estate, 
an avenue that allowed her to build a client 
base quickly, but decorating was always her 
first love. “I used to love going to Encants, 
a small flea market in Barcelona, to look for 
pieces,” she says.

For her own home, “a small attic with 
a terrace” in the glamorous Sarrià-Sant Gervasi 
neighbourhood, the interior designer took 
time to seek out each item: a paint-stained wooden table rescued from 
an old workshop in Barcelona; a 1980s leather sofa bought at auction 
in Paris; chairs from an abandoned Spanish monastery. “I also have  
a four-legged bath on the terrace, where I have a bath on summer days,” 
she says. “Furniture with lots of character fascinates me.”

The furniture Schiebeck sources for her clients, on the other hand, 
is mostly custom-designed and made to fit each interior, almost 
always in Mid-century Modern style. The careful arrangement of 
these pieces creates a sense of space — one of the most remarkable 
characteristics of her work. 

Another Schiebeck hallmark is an emphasis on light: “Always 
maximise the natural light,” she says. Adhering to a neutral colour 
palette — white, ecru, light grey, and blond and honeyed woods, with 
dramatic black accents — and the interplay of timber, marble and 
micro-cement surfaces make her interiors appear more light-filled.

While Schiebeck’s focus until now has been on residential projects, 
she’s just completed a store in Madrid for Spanish fashion brand 
Med Winds and started work on a hotel project in Barcelona. With 
that, and the continued success of her blog, the name Katty Schiebeck 
will have you scrolling for days.  VL
Visit somewhereiwouldliketolive.com; kattyschiebeck.com.

Schiebeck used dark wood and marble in the living area and 
bathroom (below) of this spacious Eixample-district apartment 
to create sharp architectural lines in a light-filled space. 

“I used to 
love going 
to Encants, 

a small flea 
market in 
Barcelona, 

to look 
for pieces”
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The new sparkling Hallmark Cuvée by Heemskerk, featuring a 

Georg Jensen resealable closure. Danish by design. Pure by nature.

DANI SH  DESIGN, 
NOW  SERV ED  CHILLED.

Available at fine wine retailers.  www.georgjensenbyheemskerk.com







PHILIPPE MALOUIN’S DESIGN philosophy 
goes something like this: “The role of the designer 
these days is stepping into a role within industry 
and  within brands that aren’t usually associated with 
design, and finding ways to show their products in 
a  different light, so as to change perception and do 
something more dynamic.” 

A rising star and unconventional thinker in the 
interiors world, the Canadian-born London designer 
dazzled Milan Design Week last year with an 
unexpected take on showcasing Caesarstone. He used 
it to create oversized plant pots and an interactive 
installation of swings, set in a line amid the gilded 
magnificence of the Palazzo Serbelloni’s main hall, each seat  
cut from a different variation of the engineered quartz stone.

Malouin is especially proud of the planters because they 
encapsulate all he stands for. “Through lots of hand-making and 
sculpting, experimenting and playing, but adapted to mass 
production, we’re good at doing something that doesn’t look like it 
could be industrialised,” he says of his practice, established in 2009. 
The Caesarstone project was special, too, because the whole studio 
decamped to the south of France for a month and a half to be close 
to the source of the stone. “To come up with something new we 
needed to push our exploration of the material so we needed it  
at our fingertips,” he says.

This dedication to thinking outside the box has stood the Tom 
Dixon protégé in good stead. His diverse portfolio includes the 
space-saving, flat-folding ‘Hanger’ chair for Umbra Shift, originally 
designed while he was studying at the Design Academy Eindhoven in 
the Netherlands; the ‘Hardie’ stools, commissioned by Dutch textile 
company Kvadrat as part of its Hallingdal 65 exhibition curated   ›› 

Material world

CLOCKWISE FROM TOP 
LEFT: Designer Philippe 
Malouin’s space-saving ‘Hanger’ 
chair was a hit at its 2014 
launch at ICFF in New York; 
‘Blur’ spinning light paintings 
were made with shimmering 
Swarovski crystals; the designer 
at his London studio; the 
‘Typecast’ chair is made from 
sandcast aluminium or iron; 
his LED ‘Daylight’ window 
cleverly replicates sunlight; 
the red ‘Mollo’ sofa is composed 
entirely of foam; his Loop 
installation at Bloomberg’s 
London headquarters. 

Designer Philippe Malouin is a master at 
conjuring beautiful objects from unusual sources.

By FIONA McCARTHY  Photographed by PAUL SCALA

PHOTOGRAPHED 

EXCLUSIVELY FOR 

VOGUE LIVING IN 

LONDON.
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It’s the simple practicality of being able  
to transform the way he works into 
producible pieces that makes Malouin one 
to watch. He has traversed the worlds of art 
installation — Loop, the undulating 
sculpture he made from recycled shipping 
pallets, hangs in Bloomberg’s London HQ 
— and product design — other clients have 
included Swarovski, Artek and Established 
& Sons. He has also lectured with Sarah van 

Gameren at the Royal College of Arts for the past three years. “Is it 
art? Is it design? Does it need a label?” he muses. “There’s room for 
everything. I just prefer mine to be usable, but how I get there 
doesn’t have to start with an industrialised process.” The endless 
hours he puts into exploring and challenging boundaries seems to 

know no limit. “First must always come 
design before process,” he says.  VL
Visit philippemalouin.com.

“Is it art?  
Is it design? 
Does it need 
a label? 
There’s 
room for 
everything”

CLOCKWISE FROM 
ABOVE LEFT: Malouin 

created ‘Dunes’ slip-cast plates 
using a DIY 3-D printer; 

‘Hardie’ stools made from fabric; 
his Caesarstone planters 

featured at last year’s Milan 
Design Week; a project called 
Vera was the inspiration for 
these ‘1:4’ concrete bowls; 
‘Market’ table assembles 

without screws; Malouin is  
an award-winning designer. 

«  by Ilse Crawford, in which the fabric (rather than steel or timber) 
forms the frame of the stool; and the LED-driven ‘Daylights’ lamp 
sculptures, inspired by plantation shutters, which mimic sunlight 
streaming through the slats. 

Malouin’s love of playing with manual, low-tech techniques is 
evident in his east London studio, a treasure trove of building and 
carpentry tools. His background in industrial design, which he 
studied in Montreal and Paris before graduating from Eindhoven,  
is echoed in the ‘Dunes’ slip-cast tableware he designed with the 
UK’s 1882 Ltd — an offshoot of the 134-year-old Johnson Brothers 
potteries — and recently included in the What Is Luxury? exhibition 
at the V&A. Malouin created the plates using a DIY analogue 3-D 
printer, pouring sugar through a funnel positioned over a cylinder 
spinning on a slowly revolving turntable to form moulds. These 
were then cast in plaster, which 1882 Ltd produced in bone china. 
Retaining the sugar’s grainy texture, each final piece is unique.
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Reclaimed marble -  Bathtubs, Basins, Vanities & Shower Bases.

Being one of the leading bathware designers alongside my signature 
styles, we have created a range that is both beautiful and unique and 
I’m so excited to share it with you all. – Kelly Hoppen MBE.

Melbourne Showroom 344 Burnley Street, Richmond, Victoria, Australia  I  Telephone +61 3 9421 5722  I  apaiser.com.au  I  Available globally

Australia  I  New Zealand  I  North America  I  United Kingdom  I  Asia Pacific  I  South Asia  I  Europe  I  United Arab Emirates  I  Middle East  I  Africa

creative collaboration
the art of

with



For his spring/summer 
2016 collection, Alessandro 
Michele takes Gucci back 
to its floral-print roots in 
languid linen-silk suits.

DEFYING THE DIGITAL PROCESS, DESIGN 
MINES THE WORLD OF NATURAL MATTER 
TO MAKE ITS POINT OF DIFFERENCE.

As a new wave of naturalism washes over design, Arflex dips into 
the archives to revive the Delfino, a range of dolphin-inspired 
furnishings (fitted with flipper-like arms) designed by  
Erberto Carboni in the 1950s. Enquiries to Poliform.

circle of life
Dutch designer Edward van Vliet 

makes a photorealist play on perfect 
nature trapped in the ‘Garden  

of Eden’ — an ornamental  
round rug from his Signature  

series for Moooi, $4685,  
from Space Furniture.

JAPANESE CERAMICIST  

HITOMI HOSONO, REPRESENTED 

BY LONDON’S ADRIAN 

SASSOON GALLERY, SCULPTS 

WITH A BOTANICAL ACCURACY 

TO TRANSFER THE LEAF’S 

BEAUTY INTO HER WORK. HER 

PORCELAIN PIECES, SUCH AS  

A DANCING FEATHER LEAVES BOWL 

(2015), WILL SHOW AT TEFAF  

ART FAIR IN MAASTRICHT, 

NETHERLANDS, 11–20 MARCH; 

ADRIANSASSOON.COM.

FURNITURE WITH A PORPOISE

GRAND CANYON
With a scheme that internally suggests the rocky outcroppings of a canyon, 

US architecture firm Studio Gang has won a competition to design  
a 20,252-square-metre expansion to New York’s American Museum 

of Natural History. Due for completion in 2018, it will become  
emblematic of the journey of discovery that is natural science.

From little things big things 
grow. John Derian’s Oak Tree 

wall hanging, made up of nine 
hand-blown glass plates and 

spanning approx 71x124cm, is 
part of a vast collection of the 

designer’s vintage prints. 
Details, last pages.

Made of brass, steel and hand-blown glass,  
the ‘Palmyra’ lamp by Syrette Lew of New 

York studio Moving Mountains is named after 
the ancient caravan city in the Syrian Desert 
that linked the Roman Empire to the East. Its 

fronds reveal the designer’s fondness for the 
botanical forms of her native Hawaii and, dare 

we suggest, 1970s disco; mvngmtns.com.
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S
YDNEY-BASED interior designer Garth Barnett, who died  
in late October, led a nomadic existence for much of his life —  
he would live in an apartment or townhouse, remodel it and 
move on every two years or so. While many knew him for his 
classic, tailored look, embracing a neutral palette, layers of 
decoration and architectural mouldings — his aesthetic, like 
Barnett himself, wasn’t always easy to pin down. His early-
noughties apartment in Republic II, Darlinghurst, with its 

brilliant lilac living room rug and slick, clean lines, seemed a world away 
from his more traditional work. But it was congruous, too: that bold 
palette was teamed with his signature flourishes of Asian artefacts, classic 
furnishings and contemporary artworks.

Born in the English county of Derbyshire in 1946, Barnett arrived in 
Australia in the late 1960s and worked in design and decorating at Farmers 
department store (now Myer) and David Jones. After stints in fabric 
houses Potpourri Fabrics and Redelman, he established his own firm, 
Garth Barnett Designers, in the late 1980s. Although not formally trained, 
he was born with a great sense of style and was never afraid to try new 
things, says long-time friend Julia Garner of fabric and wallpaper supplier 
Julia Garner Agencies. As a result, talented people were keen to work for 
him in his Woolloomooloo studio, including a newly graduated Greg 
Natale, who was hired as a junior designer in 1996. 

“Garth had a flair for creating luxurious spaces,” says Natale. “He could 
make anything look expensive. He was also good at creating a total 
environment, building up layers so that the whole space told a design 
story. From him, I learnt to create a mood or a sense of romance in a space 
— something Garth took from his background in decorating.”

Barnett’s interiors were dramatic but soundly based in classical 
architectural proportions, says The Country Trader’s Geoff Clark, who 
knew him for 30 years. “He was the first person to bring architectural 
detailing, such as dentil cornices, boiserie, stepped ceilings and recessed 
lighting, to Sydney. He could frame a piece, such as a reproduction 
Buddha, with panelling and lighting, and make it look a million dollars. It 
was the magic of illusion.” Barnett could also be sharp-tempered, concedes 
Clark, “but the upside was you always knew where you stood with him.”

“He was fiery, but he was capable of saying ‘I’m sorry’,” adds Garner.  
“He was a colourful character in the industry, and there are few of them left.”

While rarely in one spot for long, most recently Barnett had lived in 
an  apartment overlooking Sydney Harbour for nearly five years, with 
apparently no intention of moving. His peripatetic and perfectionist 
nature was never far away — he remodelled its interiors twice in that time 
— but perhaps this English expat had found his home at last.  VL

FRIENDS SHARE MEMORIES OF THE 
RENOWNED INTERIOR DESIGNER, 

WHOSE INSPIRATION WILL LIVE ON.

BARNETT 

By CHRIS PEARSON  Photographed by NICHOLAS WATT   

1946–2015

“GARTH WAS  
A COLOURFUL 
CHARACTER 
IN THE 
INDUSTRY, 
AND THERE 
ARE FEW OF 
THEM LEFT”

FROM LEFT: Barnett blended Asian 
artefacts with contemporary art, such  

as Dayle Bolton’s painting Masked at this 
home in Sydney’s Potts Point. Even his beach 

house was luxurious. His classic look in 
evidence at a house in Paddington, Sydney.

GARTH 

IN MEMORIAM
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You seek perfection and want the very best in home textiles. 

Discover the Abode range of Italian bed Linens.

Request Your Free Summer 2016 Catalogue. 

Online or Call (03) 9811 7800 SUMMER 2016



Revered for their Surrealist whimsy, husband-and-wife 
sculptors François-Xavier and Claude Lalanne have attracted  
a following of serious art collectors, as Jason Mowen reports. 

ANIMAL 
MAGNETISM
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CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT: François-
Xavier Lalanne and Yves Saint Laurent in  
the 1970s; examples of François-Xavier’s 
highly stylised animaux include 1996’s Wapiti 
(grand), left, and 2005’s Singe Avise (grand); 
Claude and François-Xavier in 1969; Claude’s 
hall of mirrors. OPPOSITE PAGE: a flock 
of François-Xavier’s iconic Mouton sculptures 
reside at a Southampton estate.

T
he work of husband-and-wife artists François-Xavier and 
Claude Lalanne sits somewhere between sculpture, 
furniture and Surrealist fantasy, and the couple — known as 
Les Lalanne — has had a small, almost cult-like following 
since their first show in 1964. The Paris exhibition included 
such seminal pieces as François-Xavier’s Rhinocrétaire 

(a  life-size bronze rhino that opens to reveal a desk) and led to 
commissions including a set of fantastical silverware made by  
Claude for Salvador Dalí the following year. It was Yves Saint Laurent  
and Pierre Bergé, however, who would become the Lalannes’ greatest 
patrons. The late couturier and his partner 
commissioned François-Xavier to make  
a futuristic two-tiered drinks table that 
became known as Bar YSL (1965), while  
Claude collaborated on the designer’s 
1969 Empreintes collection, in which bronze 
breastplates cast from the body of model 
Veruschka were integrated into flowing 
couture gowns.

Bar YSL was the first in a series of 
commissions for Saint Laurent and Bergé 
that grew to become the world’s largest private 
collection of Lalanne. It was also part of the 
vast treasure trove of paintings, sculpture and 
furnishings amassed by the couple that went 
under the hammer with Christie’s in 2009, 
grossing a record-breaking €374 million. 
With  the exception of Andy Warhol, the 
Lalannes were the only contemporary artists 
featured in the collection.

Sourcing their imagery from the natural 
world, the couple spoke a unique artistic 
language through distinct but complementary 
approaches under the shared signature of 
‘Lalanne’. François-Xavier, who died in 
2008  at the age of 81, would draw, then 
construct highly stylised wild animals, 
inspired by the art of Ancient Egypt and that 
of Romanian sculptor Constantin Brâncuşi. 
Claude, now 91, countered with a baroque, ›› 
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‹‹  more intuitive spirit, casting and assembling whimsical  
cabbages, branches and ginkgo leaves, her electroplating techniques 
second to none.

In March last year, garden designer Madison Cox created a magical 
labyrinth as a backdrop to the latest Lalanne exhibition at Paul 
Kasmin Gallery in New York. Cox — perhaps best known for the 
Marrakech gardens he designed for Saint Laurent and Bergé 
(Jardin  Majorelle) and Marella Agnelli (Ain 
Kassimou) — channelled the fairytale atmosphere  
of the couple’s studio and garden at the edge of the 
forests of Fontainebleau, where life-size gorillas 
seemed to take tea with chicken-legged cabbages and 
other Lalanne hybrids. Beyond the labyrinth was 
a hall of mirrors, containing a version of the suite of 
copper-and-bronze pieces made for the salon de 
musique at Saint Laurent’s Rue de Babylone 
apartment. The couturier was so enchanted by the 
initial pair commissioned from Claude in 1974, he 
asked her, “Would you agree to cover the four walls of 
the room with mirrors?” Claude said she would be 
delighted, but cautioned that it would take a long 
time, perhaps 10 years. Saint Laurent responded, 
“Does it really matter?” The final piece was installed 
in 1985; with asymmetrical, twisting stems and large 
veined hosta leaves cast and chased in bronze, the 
15 mirrors created a magnificent, slightly unnerving 
kaleidoscope of infinite reflections.

The most recognisable Lalanne creations, however, 
are François-Xavier’s Mouton sculptures, life-size 
sheep, made from the 1960s onwards. In December 
2011, a flock of 10 epoxy-stone-and-bronze Lalanne 
sheep sold for US$7.5 million at Christie’s in New 
York — 10 times the estimate.

Les Lalanne believed the role of artist and artisan should not be 
mutually exclusive, and it was this combination of artistic poetry, 
precise execution and the inherently playful nature of the couple’s 
work that resonated with such aesthetes as Saint Laurent and Bergé. 
Defying the usual parameters of categorisation for more than half 
a century, the Lalannes’ philosophy, if any, was best expressed in the 
words of François-Xavier: “The supreme art is the art of living.”  VL

Les Lalanne 
believed the role 
of artist and 
artisan should 
not be mutually 
exclusive

CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT: Claude’s 
giant Pomme d’Hiver (2014); Bar YSL was 
Les Lalanne’s first private commission; Choupatte 
(2014), one of Claude’s beloved bronze chicken-legged 
cabbages; François-Xavier’s Rhinocrétaire (1964); 
the music room of Saint Laurent and Bergé’s Paris 
apartment with Claude’s suite of lily-motif mirrors.
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On 18 February, 
Sydney artist Tamara 
Dean will present her 

latest photographic series 
to membership-based art 

group Contemporaries. 
Guests will be able 

to meet the subjects of 
(and purchase) works 

such as, from top, 
Grace (2015), Twins 

(2015), and Here 
and Now (2015); 

contemporaries.com.au.

SCENTS AND SENSIBILITY

Spectator immersion fuels many contemporary exhibitions, but rarely  

0
7
.0
1.16

0
3.
0
2.
16

gallery.sunshinecoast.qld.gov.au.

TOWERING FEAT

Sydney artist Kendal 
Murray’s Show and Tell 
opens at the city’s 
Arthouse Gallery 
on 25 February. 
Works such as 
By Chance, at First Glance 
(2015, detail above) 
look to toys and the 
narratives around 
them. Until 12 March; 
arthousegallery.com.



He was born in Nairobi 
of Indian extraction, 
educated in England and 
now living in Australia: 
it’s no wonder that the 
aesthetics of artist Hitesh 
Natalwala’s work — such 
as Shmooly (2015, left) 
— span several continents. 
His new exhibition, 
A Strategic Misconception, showing  
30 January–27 February at Melbourne 
Art Rooms, centres around issues  
of mixed-race relationships; 
marsgallery.com.au.

Frustrated by the limitations  
of traditional two-dimensional 

photography, the artists who feature 
in Cutting Edge: 21st-Century 

Photography have altered the 
physicality of the photograph itself by 

cutting, folding, pinning and 
puncturing the photographic paper 

— as seen in David Rosetzky’s 
Pieces #2 (2015, right). Showing 
at Melbourne’s Monash Gallery 

of Art until 21 February; mga.org.au.

Direct from London’s Victoria and Albert Museum to Sydney’s Powerhouse 
Museum, Disobedient Objects examines the power of objects to elicit change. 
Featured exhibits include Andy Dao and Ivan Cash’s Occupy George Overprinted 
Dollar Bill (2011, above left). Until 14 February; maas.museum.

picture imperfect

CATE BLANCHETT (RIGHT) 

PLAYS MULTIPLE ROLES IN 

MANIFESTO, AT MELBOURNE’S 

ACMI UNTIL 13 MARCH. 

IN THE FILM, BLANCHETT 

RECITES EXTRACTS FROM 

THE MANIFESTOS OF 

THE 20TH CENTURY’S 

POLITICAL ART MOVEMENTS 

IN A BID TO QUESTION THE 

RELEVANCE OF THEIR THEMES 

TODAY; ACMI.NET.AU.

Hawkesbury Regional Gallery’s latest exhibition explores the 
concept of play. Work Rest and Play includes pieces by artists such as 

sculptor James Newton and photographer Simone Rosenbauer, 
whose Like Ice in the Sunshine #09 (2014) is below. 

Until 7 February; hawkesbury.nsw.gov.au.

MELTING MOMENTS

AMAZING 
RACE

30.01.16
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Remember when you used to steer your own course?  

A unique approach has seen you succeed, so why 

change now? You deserve to reward yourself, but you’re 

made to blaze a trail, not follow.

Introducing The New Luxury. Get comfortable in 

the recently launched All-New Lexus RX. The richly 

featured, mood-lit cabin is as haute as Harajuku, and it 

suits you.

A 12.3-inch multimedia display screen provides the 

beautifully vibrant and welcoming window into your 

information and entertainment possibilities, from 

satellite navigation to 12-speaker premium sound.

A 360-degree panoramic camera system  offers a  

birds-eye view of your surroundings, ensuring you 

make every move with clear vision.

An automatic tailgate and power-folding rear seat

allow effortless loading while you collate a life around 

career, family and fun.

Plugging in your phone becomes a thing of the past. 

Your device^ replenishes its battery while resting on 

an inductive surface charger as it Bluetooth-syncs for 

hands-free phone and music.

Heated and ventilated front seats and moisturising 

climate-control air-conditioning make certain you 

arrive relaxed, refreshed and assured you’ve chosen 

your true path.

You’re brave and ready to make a bold move.   

Welcome to next-generation luxury.

This is the new Lexus.

NEXT-GENERATION LUXURY. THIS IS THE NEW LEXUS

For those who dare to step forward. This is the new Lexus. lexus.com.au





TOBY JONES LIFTS THE COVERS ON HIS 
RE-IMAGINING OF ‘NANA’ TEXTILES INTO 

ABSTRACT ART, WRITES ANNEMARIE KIELY.

Blanket policy 

IN THIS AGE OF THE SPECIALIST, Toby Jones is an anomaly: a creative who switches job titles as 
frequently as his underwear. Which is not to imply poor personal hygiene; rather, a studio practice that 
swings daily between broad-ranging disciplines. “Yes, it can be pretty fast-paced and diverse,” says the 
thirtysomething Sydneysider, who first came to notoriety as one of the Ksubi crew — the ‘bros’ who 
radicalised denim jeans and delivered a fashion show famously littered with live rats. “Ksubi was more 
about expressing an attitude than pursuing any particular trends in fashion.” Ironically, his iconoclasm 
commands a following that ultimately influences fashion, but such is the mantle of this ‘connector’ who 
can remake Nana’s blanket as a collectable. “Suddenly I noticed that these 100 per cent woollen textiles 
made by Australian mills were being abandoned everywhere, just tossed out to become dogs’ blankets,” 
says Jones of the hem-stitched beauties that were tossed into near extinction after the introduction of the 
duvet. “What first drew me in was the beautiful labelling. Soon I was picking up samples all over the place.”

Blanketing his small house in piles of said wools, Jones resolved to expunge them of their dagginess 
with the ancient Japanese art of shibori — the resist-dyeing technique that compresses cloth to create 
patterns. The resultant woollen chrysalids emerged butterfly-like as abstract art; christened RE-UP, the 
collection was exhibited with Gravity, his debut furniture range, at Paramount House, Sydney, in 
August last year. Rachael Fry, owner of Melbourne’s art-end furniture gallery, Criteria, recalls seeing 
the show and signing Jones up. “I was immediately drawn to his thinking,” she says, enthusing about 
sculptural Gravity seats that made macro reference to Jones’s fine jewellery forms. “The materials were 
transformed, reinvigorated; their hidden histories telling in a new art and design context.” 

Now creating work for Criteria Collection, Jones stops to consider his key influences. “Definitely 
Anish Kapoor and Andy Goldsworthy,” he says. “They ask so many questions in such simple ways.” 

Call it coincidence, but Kapoor recently walked the streets of London with artist Ai Weiwei, carrying 
old blankets to convey the plight of refugees. Jones may aspire to Kapoor’s artful inquiry, but already 
he’s framing complex questions with simple comforts.  VL

Visit tobyjones.com.au; criteriacollection.com.au.

Toby Jones pictured at his Sydney 
studio with steel-framed pieces 

from his Gravity furniture series 
and one of his RE-UP blankets.
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Retreat:  
The Modern  

House in Nature  
By RON BROADHURST 

(Rizzoli, $99)
In this book, a ‘rustic retreat’ can be 

contemporary and beautifully 
designed. The author has chosen 

homes that use modern techniques, 
materials and innovations to bring 

out the best of a natural setting. 
Retractable metal screens? Concrete 

Brutalism on a hillside? These 
houses challenge our time-honoured 

idea of an escape to the country.

LIVING UNDER  
THE SUN

More precisely, this is about 
living in the tropics and in houses 

designed to suit sultry weather 
and the languid mood it evokes. 

It shows how architects have 
adapted to all sorts of exotic 

locations, blending tradition with 
technology to create cool homes 
for heat and humidity. By Robert 

Klanten, Sven Ehmann, Sofia 
Borges and Michelle Galindo 

(Gestalten, $105)

SECRETS OF AUSTRALIAN ARCHITECTURE 
LAID BARE, EYE-POPPING PATTERN AND 
A CELEBRATION OF ITALIAN COUTURE.

Writers’ corner

Patternity:  
A New Way of Seeing
By ANNA MURR AY AND GR ACE 
WINTERINGHAM (Conran, $45)
If you’ve become somewhat blind to the fact that pattern is 
everywhere, this will restore your vision in a delightful way. 
The duo behind London image archive and creative studio 
Patternity have put together a collection of photographs that’s 
astounding and mesmerising, partly thanks to the way it’s 
presented. Prepare to have your eyes opened — wide.

The Terrace House
By CAMERON BRUHN  
AND K ATELIN BUTLER  
(Thames & Hudson, $70)
It holds a special place in Australian  
hearts, and yet the terrace house is not  
even ‘our’ design. These homes, arranged  
from narrowest to widest, show how 
this originally British design has been reinvented in imaginative ways to  
fit our climate, our outdoor lifestyle and our desire for light-filled interiors.
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* N E W LY  O P E N E D *
V I C T O R I A

Selection Gallery
335 Ferrars St

Albert Park

Ph: 03 8696 4000

N E W  S O U T H  W A L E S

Selection Gallery
1E Danks St

Waterloo

Ph: 02 8572 8500

Q U E E N S L A N D

Selection Gallery
94 Petrie Tce

Brisbane

Ph: 07 3369 4777

* O P E N I N G  S O O N *
W E S T E R N  A U S T R A L I A

Selection Gallery 

12 Sundercombe St  

Osborne Park

Ph: 08 9446 8255

New total look Bathroom Collection.

Design: Prospero Rasulo for Gessi



I N  S T O R E  &  D E C O R

Utopia Goods  
designers Sophie Tatlow 

and Bruce Slorach in their 
Sydney studio; behind them 
is the original artwork for 
the ‘Mottlecah’ fabric on 
the chair and the floor.

BORN TO BE WILD
SOPHIE TATLOW AND BRUCE SLORACH OF UTOPIA GOODS ARE TAKING THEIR LOVE  

OF OUR NATIVE FLORA AND FAUNA TO THE WORLD, WRITES ALEXANDRA GORDON.
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textiles. “There is quite a sophisticated understanding 
of the history of decorative art and textiles in Europe 
and America, and we have tapped into that,” Slorach 
explains. “We are referencing different periods and 
styles and putting them into a contemporary context.” 

The brand’s clever mix of tradition and playfulness 
has seen its appeal sky-rocket. “It’s about bringing 
something into the 21st century and making it alive 
and appropriate for a world that’s bound by the 

internet — and making people want to come in and feel it,” says Tatlow.
Utopia Goods products are now available at 30 retailers, online and 

through fabric distributors. Next on the agenda is an exhibition of 
Slorach’s works at Sydney’s Saint Cloche gallery in March, followed 
by  Maison & Objet in Paris in September and the release of two 
collections in between. A number of other collaborations are already 
underway. “It’s 24/7,” says Tatlow. But we predict that, like their energetic 
designs, this fertile-minded couple will rise to the challenge.  VL

Open to the public Fridays: Suite 67, 61 Marlborough St, Surry Hills; 
(02) 9699 9710; utopiagoods.com.

A
TRIP TO NEW YORK was the catalyst for 
Bruce Slorach and Sophie Tatlow’s homewares 
and textile brand, Utopia Goods. Having run 
Sydney creative consultancy Deuce Design for 
15 years, the couple felt it was time to make their 
long-held dream a reality. “It was ‘now or never’,” 

says Tatlow. “One of the things about going to New York was that 
everyone celebrates their city and country. It was a great starting point 
for something wedded in the city we work and live in.”

So when the couple began developing the Utopia Goods line in 
March 2012, Australian flora and fauna seemed a suitably patriotic 
basis. “We experimented with the first collection, taking influence 
from everything from French toiles to really Pop things,” recalls 
Slorach, whose hand drawings were translated into upholstery fabric, 
then bedding, table linen and scarves and, most recently, outdoor 
fabric and butterfly chair covers. 

The subject matter is close to the hearts of the couple, avid collectors 
of Australian kitsch. “The minute you say ‘Australiana’, it pigeonholes 
you into the ashtray/beer mug market,” says Tatlow. “That’s the nice 
thing about travelling with the range; overseas customers don’t 
recognise our native flowers, so it takes away preconceived ideas.” 

Indeed, the couple’s fresh perspective on Australian wildlife was 
lauded at London Design Festival, where they collaborated with 
English furniture makers Mathers & Hirst, whose clean-lined, 
functional pieces provide a perfect foil for fanciful Utopia Goods 

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: Tatlow and Slorach in their studio; a shot from 
the current lookbook, with chairs in ‘Mottlecah Violet’ (left) and ‘Firewheel Indigo’, 
and ‘Dittie’ wallpaper on the floor; the studio pin board; Slorach’s original artwork 

for the ‘Mallee Gum Indigo’ and ‘Wild Waratah’ designs; butterfly chair covers  
in the outdoor version of ‘Mallee Gum Indigo’ (left) and ‘Firewheel Indigo’.
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Not to be  
missed trade event for  

retail buyers, store owners  
and managers, interior designers, 
stylists, event planners & more.

20-23 FEB 16

Organised by

Register to attend at homeandgiving.com

Trade only. Children under 14 years not admitted.



Expect some exciting additions  
from Sollos at Dedece this year. The 

Brazilian brand’s furniture and lighting, 
such as (above, from left) the ‘Albert’ and 

‘Lux’ table lamps, fuses cutting-edge 
technique with traditional craftsmanship.

SEEING THE LIGHT

STYLE MAVEN AERIN LAUDER (ABOVE) 

HAS LAUNCHED A BEDDING RANGE 

IN EGYPTIAN COTTON AS PART OF 

HER LIFESTYLE BRAND, AERIN. THE 

SHEETS, SHAMS, DUVET COVERS  

AND MATELASSÉ COVERLETS  

ARE WOVEN IN ITALY, IN SHADES  

SUCH AS WHITE, SAGE AND NAVY.

A PARADE OF PATTERN, ETHEREAL FORMS  
      AND NATURAL BEAUTY IS TURNING HEADS.

Georg Jensen’s first major 
silver collaboration in 25 
years is a limited edition 

tea service designed by 
Australian industrial 

designer Marc Newson.  
It comprises five 

organically shaped pieces, 
each of which required 

three months of hand 
hammering alone.

THE HERMÈS ‘TWILLY’ BOX, 
$930, IS THE PERFECT PLACE 
TO STOW YOUR TREASURED 
PIECES. DETAILS, LAST PAGES. 

Textile designer BETHANY LINZ  
has drawn inspiration from desert 

natives for her Cacti collection  
of fabric, wallpaper and artwork for 

Sparkk. The designs include ‘San 
Pedro’ (right) and can be customised.  

E
D

IT
E

D
 B

Y
 A

L
E

X
A

N
D

R
A

 G
O

R
D

O
N

. A
E

R
IN

 L
A

U
D

E
R

 I
M

A
G

E
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 C

L
A

IB
O

R
N

E
 S

W
A

N
S

O
N

 F
R

A
N

K

80 VOGUELIVING.COM.AU

IN STORE NEWS



Glas Italia’s Shimmer table,  
$2820, has landed at Space Furniture. 
Designer Patricia Urquiola has used 
an iridescent, multi-chromatic finish 

on the laminated glass piece so its 
appearance is constantly changing 
according to the light source or the 

vantage point. A dining table, console 
and shelves complete a collection 

that refracts light into myriad  
colours like a bubble. 

ON  
REFLECTION

DECOR

Photographed by EDWARD URRUTIA



THAT’S GOLD

UNITED 
FRONT

Be quick to secure one of the limited edition 
Vitra ‘Gold House Birds’, $2505 each, on 

their way to Living Edge. Each of these 
Eames design classics is hand-gilded by 

a single goldsmith in Italy and then boxed 
with a certificate of authenticity. 

L’Arcobaleno and Pamono 
have joined forces under the 

new-look Pamono website to 
become a one-stop shop for 

design inspiration with insider 
information. There’s also an 
enviable selection of vintage  

pieces and cutting-edge 
contemporary design, such  
as this ‘Flamingo’ tray by 

Gregory Lacoua; pamomo.
com. Details, last pages.

here is just no  
stopping Greg Natale. 
The interior designer  
has teamed with 
Australian furniture 
makers Casa Mia 
on the 20-piece 
Hudson collection,  
a tribute to his 
favourite city,  
New York. “Hudson  
is a nod to the  
flourish, glamour  
and refinement that  
New York enjoyed 
post-World War II,” 
Natale explains. “In 
designing it I wanted 
to honour both a city 
and a golden age.”

A NEW CHAPTER
Christian Liaigre has opened 
a second store in London. 
Signature pieces sit alongside 
a new collection of furniture 
and lighting by the French 
interior architect, and there’s 
also a space for his fabrics.  
52 Conduit Street, Mayfair, 
London; christian-liaigre.fr.

EASY PIECES

Stylist-designer Emma 
Elizabeth’s collaboration with 

Designer Rugs has given us 
Natural Progression, a series  

of rugs, including ‘Medusa’ 
(pictured above), that can be 

customised to work within such 
shapes as a square, rectangle, 

circle or triangle. 

SCULPTURAL AND SPACE EFFICIENT,  

THE ‘O-TABLE’ BY OX DENMARK, $6950,  

IS AVAILABLE AT GREAT DANE. SHOWN 

HERE IN WHITE CARRARA MARBLE  

AND BRASS, IT’S ALSO AVAILABLE IN  

GREEN INDIO OR BLACK MARQUINA  

MARBLE AND STAINLESS OR POWDER-

COATED BLACK STEEL LEGS. 

DETAILS, LAST PAGES.
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Indoor furniture and accessories with a pre-loved patina were an 
early, logical addition to Parterre’s outdoor inventory. “Antique and 
industrial furniture, lighting old and new, glassware and ceramics are 
a huge part of our business, always sophisticated and not mass-
produced,” says Haigh. These days the retailer travels to Europe 
every three months, drawing inspiration from design fairs or hunting 
for treasures. The business, too, is buzzing. “We are in an expansion 
phase,” Haigh notes, surveying the Woollahra courtyard. “This will 
be newly paved, with outdoor settings under the plane trees.” And 
Parterre will continue to branch out — watch this space. VL
33 Ocean Street, Woollahra, (02) 9363 5874; Shop 2, 18 Danks Street, 
Waterloo, (02) 9310 7400; 916 High Street, Armadale, (03) 9576 3022; 
parterre.com.au.

“I don’t believe in re-creating France or 
Italy. It’s a classical look, but relaxed, 
with texture playing a huge part”

W
HEN RICHARD 
HAIGH OPENED 
PARTERRE  in 
Sydney’s Woollahra 
in 1985 with Annie 
Wilkes, his partner 

at  the time, the boutique garden industry 
didn’t exist — you either went to an interior 
design store or a nursery. The duo created 
a  one-stop shop, offering ‘soft’ and ‘hard’ 
landscaping, antique European outdoor 
furniture and accessories by the spade-load 
— and then added design expertise to 
an already fertile mix. 

“We had been inspired by what we’d seen 
in Europe, where topiary, trompe l’oeil and 
decorative panels were popular,” reflects 
Haigh. “Terracotta pots with bows and 
twisted rope handles, Versailles planter boxes 
and cast-iron birdbaths walked out the door.” 

The sun shone on Parterre throughout 
the ’80s, as Provence and Tuscany made 
forays into the homes and gardens of Sydney. 
But, with the arrival of Minimalism, storm 
clouds gathered in the ’90s. As Haigh 
recalls: “Everything was generic, spurred on 
by garden reno shows, and our period 
pieces fell out of favour.”

However, about 10 years ago came a renaissance. “People again 
wanted more individual and unusual gardens,” he says, “but this time 
something more refined and less cluttered.” Even Tuscany is coming 
back, but today’s take sees pots with less adornment.

Predictably, Haigh has anticipated the trend. His own home features 
walls painted in rich terracotta, recycled bricks laid in herringbone 
pattern, period mirror panels and bougainvillea in rusty buckets, 
evoking the courtyard of an Italian villa but with an Australian 
essence. “I don’t believe in re-creating France or Italy,” he says. “It’s 
a classical look, but relaxed, with texture playing a huge part.”

What has remained constant over 30 years is Parterre’s original 
Woollahra location, in an 1850s sandstone building at the intersection 
of Queen and Ocean streets. In 2005, further stores opened in Surry 
Hills (which relocated to Waterloo in 2014) and in Armadale, 
Melbourne. Meanwhile, in 2009, Wilkes departed to set up her own 
consultancy, Annie Wilkes Design. 

ABOVE: Parterre founder Richard Haigh upstairs at his  
Woollahra flagship store, surrounded by such treasures as a three-tier antique  

French chandelier and ceramic plums by Brazilian artist Selma Calheira.

THREE DECADES AFTER CHANGING THE LANDSCAPE 
OF AUSTRALIAN GARDENS, PARTERRE CONTINUES 

TO THRIVE, WRITES CHRIS PEARSON

Ground control

Photographed by MICK BRUZZESE VOGUELIVING.COM.AU 83 
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Circle lines

AR A BOHINC does not dress like  
a typical modernist. The Slovenian 
multi-disciplinary designer, whose 
jewellery collections sit alongside  
a handmade rug line and now a series 
of beautiful one-off marble tables, 
prefers fashion designer Roksanda 

Illincic’s playful silhouettes and piquant 
colours to the predictable London design 
industry’s uniform black tailoring. 

The mood extends to her home, where deep 
shades of aubergine and flashes of scarlet 
provide a backdrop to her own designs.  
Her bold, often Art Deco-inspired pieces are 

rich in sinuous details. The designer has recently opened a studio-cum-shop 
in the shadow of Ernő Goldfinger’s Brutalist Trellick Tower, in west London. 
“Jewellery was the starting point,” she explains. “In the beginning, all I needed 
was a couple of tools, a burner and a pot of acid. I still use the same materials 
— metal and stone — just on a much larger scale.” 

The designer’s graphic rugs (a collaboration with London rug-maker 
Christopher Farr) and curvy sliding side tables cut from considerable chunks 
of Lapicida’s sought-after Brazilian and Italian stone reimagine her familiar 
circular visuals. Each piece is unique, selected for its rare and contrasting 
colours. The debut of her furniture collection at Milan’s 2014 Salone del 
Mobile was a sell-out success.

Bohinc is a regular on the international design-fair circuit, which has 
recently grown from an industry-only affair to a luxury shopping experience. 
“If you’ve got a great wardrobe, you need the furniture to match — especially  
if you’re entertaining at home,” she says.

In London, Bohinc is no stranger to the glamorous house-party scene  
in her Marylebone neighbourhood, which sets the stage for her next project 
— chic mood lighting. “I’d love to create something incredibly flattering  
for evening using spheres.” It pays to move in the right circles.  VL

Visit larabohinc.com.

LARA BOHINC’S CURVACEOUS JEWELLERY 
DESIGNS ARE EXPANDING INTO THE 

HOME, WRITES JULIA HOBBS.

CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT: Lara Bohinc in 
her London home, wearing a Roksanda jumpsuit; 
her ‘Lunar Eclipse’ necklace; 3D-printed copper 
vase; ‘Nadia’ desk and ‘Solar’ rug; ‘Full Moon’ 
marble-and-brass side table.



L I V E  A  B E AU T I FU L  L I FE

PORTFOLIO

J A N U A R Y / F E B R U A R Y  2 0 1 6

Introducing Voyager, the tallest residential tower at 

Melbourne’s vibrant riverside address, Wharf’s Entrance.

TA K E  I T  TO  N E W  H E I G H T S

I S S U E  0 3

Discover new horizons from the luxurious Société 

rooftop — a perfect blend of indoor and outdoor space. 

L I V I N G  O N  T H E  E D G E

Wine and dine, shop the latest fashions and experience 

the dynamic culture Melbourne has to offer. 

CO S M O P O L I TA N  M E L B O U R N E

LIVE THE LIFE YOU’VE ALWAYS DREAMED OF 

AT WHARF’S ENTRANCE — A WATERSIDE OASIS 

IN THE HEART OF MELBOURNE. 
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T A K E  I T  T O  N E W  H E I G H T S
Every day is an adventure at the award-winning Yarra’s Edge 
precinct in Melbourne. Introducing the latest offering by leading 
property group Mirvac: Voyager at Wharf’s Entrance, Yarra’s 
Edge. At 43 levels, Voyager is the tallest tower at the riverside 
precinct to date, marking the gateway to this distinctive new 
neighbourhood and the greater Melbourne CBD from the Bolte 
Bridge. Right on the water’s edge, you can enjoy an exclusive 
marina lifestyle while having unparalleled access to the city’s best 
bars, restaurants and venues. Southbank, South Wharf and Crown 
Casino Entertainment precinct are all just a short walk away. This 
unique waterfront environment is the perfect place to live and 
play. It’s the ideal location for people who want to be a part of 
a community that embraces style and flexible living.

L I V E  A  B E AU T I F U L  L I F E

THE VIEW WILL TAKE 

YOUR BREATH AWAY*.

L I V I N G  O N 
T H E  E D G E
Welcome to the Wharfside Société — a new genre 
of living on the Yarra River in Melbourne boasting 
a waterfront location, lush parkland, north-facing city 
views, and modern and spacious residences. If you 
enjoy a global hotel luxe lifestyle, you will feel at 
home in the impressive Voyager. With its stunning 
lobby, indoor bar, karaoke theatre room, extravagant 
communal dining room and exceptional roof top 
amenity with a luscious hanging garden, it’s the 
epitome of style. You can feel like you are on holiday 
every day as you soak up the ambience and enjoy 
beautiful views of the city skyline from the 43rd  
floor of this striking building. 

E L E VA T E  Y O U R  L I F E S T Y L E  T O  E X H I L A R A T I N G 
H E I G H T S  A T  V O Y A G E R ,  W H A R F ’S  E N T R A N C E  A T 
Y A R R A’S  E D G E  I N  C O S M O P O L I T A N  M E L B O U R N E . 

W H E N  YO U R  S H I P  C O M E S  I N F I N E  D I N I N G

Residents of Wharf’s Entrance can wine and dine 
in style, with some of Melbourne’s hippest 
establishments located nearby. Stroll along the 
river to feast in the South Wharf area or cross 
the bridge to Collins Street to taste some of the 
finest food Melbourne has to offer. 

Treat yourself — the 
best dining options are in 
walking distance. 

MAKE THE MOST OF THE 

WATERFRONT LOCATION.

ENJOY THE FUN AND THRILLS  

OF CROWN CASINO.

YOUR RIVERFRONT 

PLAYGROUND.



Stylemakers from around the world love to 
shop Melbourne’s iconic Collins Street and 
its surrounds, where European chic meets 
the best and brightest of Australia’s design 
talent. From Prada to unique boutiques, 
Melbourne is a shopping mecca. 

F O R  M O R E  I N F O R M AT I O N  A B O U T  T H E  D E V E LO PM E N T,  

V I S I T  VOYAG E R . M I R VAC .CO M

S H O P  ’ T I L  YO U  D R O P

The business hub of Melbourne’s CBD, 
extensive transport options and cultural 
destinations are all within walking distance 
to Wharf’s Entrance. Access to higher 
education is close by, including the University 
of Melbourne and RMIT University.

AT  YO U R  D O O R S T E P

C O S M O P O L I TA N  M E L B O U R N E

S A F E  H AV E N

Every apartment is meticulously designed with 
premium finishes. Bathrooms and ensuites sport 
large-format ceramic floors and full-height wall tiles. 
The kitchens feature Smeg or Miele appliances, slimline 
reconstituted stone benchtops, woodgrain laminate 
cabinetry finishes and ceramic porcelain splashbacks.

P E R F E C T  F I N I S H

H AV E  I T  YO U R  WAY

This architecturally refined building is in a prime, inner-city 
waterfront location, ideal for the resident who has travelled 
extensively and experienced culture the world over. Choose 
from spacious one- to three-bedroom apartments and 
flexible home office arrangements — there’s a style of living 
to suit everyone. On the sought-after north-facing banks of 
the Yarra River, residents and visitors can enjoy the 
beautifully manicured Wharf’s Landing, which provides 
a sun-drenched green space framed by river and city views. 
The Wharf Club — a health and recreation hub with a fitness 
centre, spa, sauna and cafe — is located under an inclined 
grass roof that leads from Wharf’s Landing.

T H E  S E C R E T  G A R D E N
Head up to the Société rooftop for a little slice of paradise. This stunning space has been 
designed to be flexible and create opportunities for a variety of uses. Entertain friends, 
curl up with your favourite book or enjoy a romantic rendezvous with the beautiful view 
stretched before you. This lush oasis is the perfect escape.  

S O C I É T É R O O F T O P

FASHIONISTAS 

REJOICE.

STEP INTO YOUR  

LUXURIOUS BATHROOM*.

MELBOURNE  

RECITAL CENTRE.

RELISH THE VIEW AS  

YOU WORK OUT*.

HANGING GARDEN WITH 

SUNKEN FIRE PIT LOUNGE*.
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STATEMENT

PIECES

FURNITURE | GIFTWARE & HOMEWARES | FIREPLACES | BATHROOMS | DOORS & HARDWARE | LIGHTING | TILES & FLOORING | OUTDOORS

WWW.SCHOTS.COM.AU

1 Teques Small Wire Pendant in Black RRP $129 2 Spello Pendant in Matte Brass RRP $159 3 Hand 
Blown Glass Pendant in Ant. Gold Finish RRP $299 4 Dome Hand Blown Glass Pendant in Ant. Gold Finish 
RRP $319 5 Cone Hand Blown Glass Pendant in Ant. Gold Finish RRP $275 6 Small Maputo Riverstone 
Wash Basin in Natural Finish RRP $279 7 Danton Extended Basin Tap Mixer in Chrome (WELS: 3S/8L/m) 
RRP $219 8 Prima 400 Concrete Vanity Stand RRP $549 9 Pressed Tin Panel No. 28 (Set of 11) in  Ant. 
White or Zinc White Wash RRP $185 10 Mondano Floor Lamp in Gun Black CLEARANCE $299.50 
11 Cement Encaustic Tiles in Assorted Styles RRP $5.95ea 12 Large Football Pendant RRP $199 13 
Flowerpot Concrete Pendant RRP $109 14 Hexagonal Origami Pendant RRP $149 15 Parisiens Arched 
Mirror RRP $395 16 Rocket Black Leather & Aluminium Armchair RRP $2,099 17 Florentine Double 
Entry Steel Door in Black & Gold RRP $7,999 18 Astor Arched Basin Set in Oil rubbed Bronze (WELS: 
5S/5.5L/m) $395 19 Korba Circles Jute Rug in Natural RRP $279 20 Kuma Bench in Leather Vintage Cigar 
RRP $1,195 21 Trinco Concrete Coffee Tables (Set of 2) RRP $995 22 Kiri Decorative Teak Sculpture RRP 
$219 23 Scott 6’’ Round Knuckle Solid Bronze Cabinet Handle RRP $27.95 24 1’’ Solid Bronze Cupboard 
Knobs RRP $5.95ea 25 Aquilla Solid Bronze Scalloped Lever Set RRP $189 26 Soma Floor Lamp in Light 
Brass CLEARANCE $397.50 27 Rouen Bath in Antique Brass RRP $7,999 28 Pressed Tin Panel No. 
7 (Set of 11) in  Ant. White RRP $185 29 Vintage Indian Iron Cooking Pot in Aged Finish RRP $119

www.schots.com.au

400 Hoddle Street
Clifton Hill

Melbourne, Victoria
1300 774 774

299 Melbourne Road
(off Mackey Street)
North Geelong, Victoria

1300 693 693

OPEN 7 DAYS
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Textured flooring and wall cladding, vintage 
finds, bespoke touches and the owners’ extensive 

artwork collection turn this modern Sydney house, 
designed by Kerry Phelan, into a spectacularly 

imaginative home. Full story, page 106.
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An artist and designer’s creative spirit shows its true colours 
against the all-white backdrop of her home in France.

BY F IONA McCARTHY  PHOTOGRAPHED BY LUKE WHITE

PRIVATE
GALLERY
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A 19th-century Italian chandelier forms the 
centrepiece of the living room of artist and 
designer Carolyn Quartermaine’s Provence 
home. French and Venetian crystal collections  
are grouped on a marble-topped table next 
to a chair by Harry Bertoia. Two photographs 
and a painting by Quartermaine hang on the 
wall. OPPOSITE PAGE: A Serge Gainsbourg 
album cover sits beneath a 1969 photograph of 
the French singer with then-girlfriend Jane 
Birkin. Items on the shelf include a wooden egg, 
pearls from Istanbul and a Provençale tile. 
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A blue box once owned by Quartermaine’s late grandmother sits on a daybed  
dressed with the designer’s fabrics. On the 19th-century gilded filigree table is one  

of her “ever-evolving installations” of treasured objects. On the floor, the marble base  
of a 1970s Flos lamp is another of the many items that add interest to this home. Eero 
Saarinen tables support a 1970s egg lamp and an oversized fibreglass vase prototype.

F
or British artist and designer Carolyn Quartermaine, her 17th-century house in 
the south of France is as much a gallery space as a sun-drenched escape from her 
usual base in west London. This home in Provence gives the sought-after interior 
stylist an opportunity to return to her artistic roots. Here, the blank canvas 
of a clean, calm and simple environment — all white walls, floors and ceiling — 
gives her room to play with objects, kick-started perhaps by the discovery of  

a precious jewel at a local market, a new book or a favourite hat, around which she builds a picture 
of inspiration. “It’s like making ongoing, ever-evolving installations,” she says. 

The house is almost devoid of architectural detail, with the absence of internal doors further 
enhancing the gallery feel. “It’s a space in which to breathe,” she says. Furniture and objects are 
arranged as if they are a series of fluid forms. The sculptural Eero Saarinen tables support a white 
egg lamp and an over-scaled ceramic vase, offsetting a 19th-century gilded filigree table found in 
Belgium, while antique picture frames lean against the wall and mirrors provide further reflection.

Quartermaine bought the house, which is just outside Nice, from an art dealer some years ago. 
She has slowly transformed it, moving walls and opening up the top two floors into a mezzanine 
space that contains a studio and roof terrace, complete with plunge pool. As you walk through the 
front door, the eye is drawn past two tables to a daybed dressed in Quartermaine’s fabrics and set 
along the far wall, where a large mirror and canvas also rest. Up the stairs, a large white-gloss    ›› 
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CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: Rusty Bertoia chairs contrast with a pristine white table in the 
living room. Hand-picked roses are one of Quartermaine’s great pleasures. The ornate chandelier and 
19th-century garden chair offset the all-white walls in the living room, as do cushions in gold silk from 
Quartermaine’s fabric collection. A draped sofa looks out to the terrace from the bedroom. On the wall 

is one of her photographs of 18th-century jackets from the Fragonard archive, next to an artwork by 
David Hamilton. The bowl is from Morocco. A vintage Vittorio Bonacina ‘Eva’ bent-rattan seat has 

found a home on the first-floor terrace; in front of it are a Moroccan table and a daybed covered in 
Quartermaine’s fabrics. The colours of her photographs on a wall under the stairs are picked up by  

a raku plate from Tokyo, which rests on a silver tray with a set of 19th-century crystal glasses. 



In the bathroom, a huge hand-blown vintage wine jug softens the edges of the white cement bath. Hanging around it is a 
necklace designed by Quartermaine. One of her paintings, Orientale 3, sits on the bath ledge. 

‹‹   room, the bathroom sitting within it like a cube in the space, leads to a roof terrace where 
Quartermaine paints, layering pigments on canvas or vintage linen. “Everything I create has  
to do with flowers,” she says. “It’s about the blush of a flower or the movement of a petal making 
a mark on itself.” Another staircase leads to the mezzanine and top-floor studio, which is filled 
with 19th-century gilded furniture bought at auction in the medieval town of Avignon.

“My ideal way of living would be to have the luxury of just one object per room, but I love 
collecting pieces too much,” Quartermaine says with a laugh. These are not objects for object’s 
sake, however. “Everything must resonate with a moment of history, a story. I love tables with a sense 
of dans son jus, as the French say,” she says of market finds stuck with pins and covered bits 
of tape. “They are as they are.” A blue box, brought back from her late grandmother’s house in 
Switzerland, may seem unremarkable to the outsider but it takes pride of place here. “It’s such an 
important box because of where it came from and the new life it now has in this space,” she says.

Quartermaine enjoys creating ‘heartbeat’ moments. Sometimes she leaves the two tables 
central to the living room bare, but more often than not she brings together collections of 
favourite pieces that might then influence a decorating project, inspire a room she’s designing 
or feed in to the look of her flat in London. “Everything is a work in progress.”

The quality and depth of Mediterranean sunshine affords her the joy of playing with light and 
shadow, such as the way sunshine filters through the filigree patterning of the table onto the 
floor. Hanging one of her own paintings so light illuminates it from behind creates the feel 
of a stained glass window. “I’m drawn to the ethereal, where an object has a presence in itself and 
its beauty and form lend the room a sculptural appeal,” she says. “But it’s important that the 
pieces also have a relationship with one another.”

The gallery feel of Quartermaine’s home owes much to her love of museum spaces, “where 
everything is wrapped with cloth, lending it all a sense of mystery and discovery”. She even staples 
up big drapes of white cloth to disguise or reveal areas within the vast living room space. “It guides 
the eye to where I want it to be led,” she says. The colour palette of her fabric paintings are “the 
watercolour hues that are in my heart at the moment — lilac, eau de Nil, cornflower blue”.

When she’s not arranging and rearranging favourite pieces, creating vignettes of different 
moods or emotions that inspire her work, Quartermaine loves “to escape and look at the sea, 
otherwise my mind never stops. Thinking about the next thing always seems more important.” 
Being near water, she says, provides “a place to exhale, to contemplate”.  VL



FROM TOP: A kitchen shelf supports an 18th-century carved-wood plant holder, its 
zinc lining alongside it; beneath it is a metal rod from a set of old shutters. On the wall 

are Quartermaine’s own artworks and photographs, as well as a 19th-century sepia 
watercolour. The benchtop and units were custom-made in Italy, designed so you barely 
notice them. In the bedroom, a pink vintage sari hand-printed by Quartermaine graces 

the bed, while the rest of the bedding includes linen from her Flowers collection and 
silver fabric bought in Egypt. The blue shell light was found in Greece. 
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A Hollywood photographer creates a glamorous 
home worthy of his museum-quality collection of art.

Artworks hanging above the Studio Sofield console in the master bedroom in James White’s Los Angeles home are (clockwise from top left) a hand-
coloured lithograph by Andy Warhol (1957); photograph by Frank Terry; lithographs by Egon Schiele (1912) and Audrey Niffenegger; an anonymous 
1930s drawing of a centaur; photograph by Tony Duran; reclining male nude bronze relief plaque by Charles Alexandre Malfray; Matelot by Andre 

Ragot; and a photograph by Wilhelm von Gloeden. Untitled works by Kyle Bradfield (1984) and Claire Gavronsky (2007) sit atop a refinished Dorothy 
Draper chest of drawers. The Cassini ‘Tre Pezzi’  lounge chairs by Franco Albini, ice-blue angora goat skin rug from Pure, Los Angeles, and pale Roman 

travertine floor offset the dramatic walls painted in Field Gray and Mincemeat by Pratt & Lambert. OPPOSITE PAGE: Beyond the custom-made 
oak-and-bronze sofa in the living room are Arturo Pani brass-and-mahogany chairs, found in Mexico City. Details, last pages.
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By Michael Webb  Photographed by Richard Powers

LA

dolce

vita



C
elebrity photographer James White is famous for 
creating seductive images of beautiful people — 
Angelina Jolie Pitt, George Clooney, Beyoncé — so 
it’s no surprise he surrounds himself with exquisite 
objects and exotic design. His Spanish-revival house 
on a winding canyon high in the Hollywood Hills is 

filled with an eclectic array of artworks, ranging from Antonio Zanchi 
to Andy Warhol. Some are mementoes of Rome, where he spent 
seven formative years after leaving college; others he acquired from 
auction houses and contemporary designers in his far-flung travels. 

Desiring a home worthy of his collection, White commissioned 
Annie Chu and Michael Matteucci, principals of Chu + Gooding 
Architects. Known for their design prowess in residences and museums 
alike, they have created an entirely new house on the footprint of the 
old: crisply geometric on the outside; cool and sophisticated within. 
At White’s urging, they’ve channeled the spirit of Italian Modernism 
in the lofty spaces, sophisticated palette, and fusion of art and design. 
It’s a livable work of art that takes its cues from White’s collection 
and transports him back to another place.

Most architects leave interior design to other professionals. Some 
deploy a few iconic pieces and claim the space is furnished; others, 
following the lead of Frank Lloyd Wright, try to control every detail. 

But Chu listened closely to White and composed each interior from 
the pieces that both she and her client had found, augmenting these 
with their own custom designs along with work commissioned  
from contemporary artists. Matteucci focused his attention on the 
decorative arts.

The upper-level entry sets the tone. A bronze gate by artist Mary 
Brogger opens onto a travertine-paved foyer, which leads to the 
master suite and guest bedroom. The dynamic bronze-and-plaster 
balustrade hugging the stairs leading down to the double-height 
living room is treated as a Futurist sculpture. Classicism and 
Rationalism contended for supremacy in the years between the wars, 
and the muscular sculptures and stripped Classical architecture that 
is associated with Italian Fascism was, in fact, the prevailing style 
from Paris to Washington DC. For every pompous official monument, 
Italy could offer examples of timeless restraint and inventive 
craftsmanship. So, here, the staircase and dark metal hearth  
complement a writhing plaster relief, and a contrasting pair of sofas.

The key feature of the living room is the rug, commissioned from 
Claudy Jongstra, a Dutch fibre artist who creates her pieces from 
hand-felted wool cultivated from her own flock of heirloom sheep. 
White had a small piece of Jongstra’s work, which was as  
wild as the tail of a sheep and seemed to have the right liberating  ›› 

The home is a livable work of art that transports                           

100 VOGUELIVING.COM.AU



In the living room,  
the custom-made sofa, 
upholstered in Kneedler 
Fauchère Couture Library 
Cloth in Tobacco, faces  
a 1963 blue sofa by Edward 
Wormley for Dunbar and  
a sculpted bronze cocktail 
table by Paul Evans. The 
custom-made rug by Dutch 
fibre artist Claudy Jongstra  
lies atop a meticulously 
crafted herringbone oak 
floor. Above the fireplace, 
which features a custom 
bronze ‘Vestal Fire Screen’ 
from John Lyle Designs,  

is a 1938 sculpture by 
Jean-Rene Debarre from  
a theatre in Brest, France. 
The dramatic bronze-and-
plaster staircase is designed  
by Chu+Gooding Architects. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: In the 
library, a fox fur blanket 
from Marc Kaufman Furs 
in New York is tossed over  
a limited edition Rick 
Owens day bed made of 
plywood and leather, from 
Galerie Philippe Jousse in 
Paris. The Philippe Hiquily 
‘Quilles’ side table is made  
of petrified wood and brass.

the owner back to another place





A custom-made ‘Agnes’ 
chandelier by Lindsey Adelman 
is suspended above a dining  
table and chairs by Arturo Pani, 
found in Mexico City. Against 
the wall is a sculpted bronze 
circular cabinet by Paul Evans. 
OPPOSITE PAGE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: 
A corner of the dining room 
features a Classical Roman 
marble bust and a brass wire 
branch light fixture by Mary 
Brogger. In the guest bedroom,  
a smaller brass wire branch  
by Brogger sits atop a custom 
resin-and-brass coffee table by 
Studio Sofield. The Roland du 
Montaigu lamp beside the Billy 
Baldwin sofa was found at 
Paris’s Clignancourt flea market. 

The bronze entry gates are  
by Brogger. By the pool  
at the back of house are patio 
lounges by Mario Papperzini  
for Salterini and a 20th-century 
composite stone griffin from 
Christie’s. The striking tableau 
in the entry is created by a 
17th-century Roman Baroque 
console table, Enrique, Bed-Stuy, 
Brooklyn, 2003, a photograph 
by David Armstrong; 
Harlequin, from Barcelona 
Suite, by Pablo Picasso; and  
a late-16th-century marble 
satyr’s head. In the kitchen the 
custom-made stools surrounding 
the Caesarstone benchtop are 
covered in Edelman Sea Blue 
calfskin. The sink and fittings  
are by Dornbracht.
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The design has a 
theatrical quality that 

takes its cues from 
exhibition design and 
the movies, but it also 

speaks of the past

FOR MORE INTERIORS AND 

BONUS CONTENT, CHECK 

OUT OUR NEW-LOOK APP. 

VISIT VOGUELIVING.COM.AU/ 

SUBSCRIBE.



FROM LEFT: In the master bedroom, a light fixture by Serge Mouille 
illuminates a custom headboard in walnut and Edelman leather by Studio Sofield, 
a beaver fur from Goodman Couture Inc in New York and bedding by Frette.  
The 17th-century painting Hercules and Cacus is by Antonio Zanchi. The metal  
bench on the pool terrace is from Uber in Berlin.Details, last pages.

‹‹   quality the room needed. The artist came up with several concepts 
for a rug, which evolved into the final design. The herringbone  
oak block floor was also the product of trial and error to achieve the 
right shade and scale.

The colour palette used throughout the house was inspired by 
Melancholia, a celebrated 1916 painting by Giorgio de Chirico, which 
depicts a porticoed piazza at sunset. Its sense of mystery appealed 
strongly to White and the architects; although the original artwork  
is held by the De Menil Collection in Texas, its spirit has been 
replicated in southern California, where the light often has the same 
golden haze captured by de Chirico. Dark grey walls in the dining 
room are a foil to the exuberant furnishings by Arturo Pani,  
a fashionable Mexican Mid-century Modern designer. The chairs 
were reconfigured and reupholstered without sacrificing their quirky 
quality, which evokes the contemporary work of Giò Ponti and  
Carlo Mollino in Italy. A ’70s wall cabinet by Paul Evans has  
a sculpted bronze front that resembles an embossed shield. 

High-gloss reflective ceilings make all the rooms seem higher than 
they are, even the lofty, cove-lit living room. That device is particularly 
effective in the crisp, white kitchen, where Chu + Gooding’s bar 
stools are upholstered in blue-dyed calfskin to add a vibrant accent. 
Red-orange bookshelves give the library a welcome feel and the 
chunky Rick Owens chaise encourages one to curl up with a book. 
The warm-toned ceiling of the master bedroom further instills  
a sense of repose. In contrast, the bathroom is centred on a marble 
tub befitting a Roman emperor.

Chu speaks of a “curatorial narrative” guiding the design, from the 
half-inch scale model the architects showed White at the start of the 
commission to the meticulous detailing and refined finishes that 
make the house so rewarding. It has a theatrical quality that takes its 
cues from exhibition design and the movies, but it also speaks of the 
past, and the layering of historical references. White lives in the 
present, contributing to the cult of celebrity, but the photographer  
is drawn back to his memories of Rome and, as he says, “I have a very 
fond place in my heart for Italy.”  VL
Visit cg-arch.com.
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Fluidity between inside and outdoor spaces was the 
client brief for this prestige Sydney family home, 
and interior designer Kerry Phelan left nothing  

to chance in achieving it.

G O I N G

W I T H

T H E

By Dominic Bradbury  Photographed by Richard Powers

F L O W



Travertine was selected for the flooring and  
stairs in the hallway of this expansive Sydney 
home. Colour is provided by a vintage chair 
purchased by the owners in Los Angeles and  

two pieces of their extensive art collection 
— Wolfgang Tilmans’ Lighter IV (left) 

and Carmen Herrera’s Verde y Negro (1996). 
OPPOSITE PAGE: Sydney architect Luigi 

Rosselli’s steel-and-brass stairway offers  
a sinuous, Art Deco flavour. The artwork  

is Fall in Love by Mark Flood (2003).  
Details, last pages. 
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C
haracter and personality in a building is always desirable, but infusing a freshly 
built house with such traits can be quite a task. Yet this challenge has been met 
with grace and imagination in the Drumalbyn House in Bellevue Hill,  
in  Sydney’s eastern suburbs. Melbourne-based practice Kerry Phelan Design 
Office has created a home rich in texture and individuality, layered with bespoke 
elements, vintage finds and the owners’ impressive art collection. It’s a world 
away from the stark steel-and-glass boxes that have become so familiar in the 
world of ‘modern’ architecture — and all the better for it. 

The tone is set by a series of steps climbing to the porte-cochère, where screens of steel and bronze 
enclose a garden of potted plants. The front door is another bespoke design, made of American oak 
with a sculpted marble-and-brass handle. Stepping into the entrance hall is an experience itself:  
the space is full of drama and light, with travertine on the walls and floors, an Anish Kapoor sculpture 
on the wall and a soaring stairway in painted steel and brass designed by Luigi Rosselli. 

“We felt the curved nature of the staircase was really important in a building that is otherwise quite 
linear,” says Phelan. “The marble, stonework and textured materials we chose were always part of 
the intention for the design. It’s not a ‘timber floor’ kind of house, and the travertine floor is very 
soft yet quite earthy. When used as a wall cladding, in the hallway, the travertine has a gorgeous 
formality to it as well, which becomes even more dramatic with the sweeping balustrade and stair.”

Moving through the hallway, there is a choice between the more formal interior spaces, being 
drawn outside or settling down within a welcoming hinterland between the two. A substantial 
kitchen — complete with a breakfast table and lounge area — leads out to a generous sheltered 
loggia, which can be further protected from the elements by a sequence of steel-and-brass sliding 
screens. With its own casual lounge zone, dining area and barbecue kitchenette, it’s a perfect spot 
for entertaining, flowing out naturally into the garden and pool. “It was extremely important to  ›› 

The formal sitting room is dominated by a dazzling console also sourced in LA, above which Jeppe Hein’s reflective 
Objects in the Mirror Are Closer Than They Appear is between Julian Hoeber’s Construction #5 (left) and 
Construction #4. The artwork reflected in the mirror is Untitled (Box Tops), by Yoshitomo Nara (2008). 
OPPOSITE PAGE, FROM TOP: Molteni & C ‘Turner’ sofas, B&B Italia ‘Jean’ armchairs, a Casamilano ‘ 
Dupre’ coffee table and a custom Cadrys rug fill the large sitting room; the flow to the outdoors is seamless. 
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“The site  
does have this  
airy, open and 
expansive feel 

with a lovely 
wide view to the 

harbour. The 
light seems to 

shimmer”
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Travertine has also been used to clad the walls of the entrance hall, which is accessed through a custom 
American oak door. Prized art is at every turn (from left to right): one of Yayoi Kusama’s Infinity Dots 

works, Charles Blackman’s The Young Acrobat Schoolgirl (1950s), Matt Connors Second Summer Record 
(2011), Thomas Demand’s Vorhang/Curtain and Anish Kapoor’s Untitled (2011, above console). 





‹‹  the clients to develop a strong inside-outside relationship between the house and garden,” says 
Phelan. “It seemed like a natural response to the site, and they felt it was important to have access 
to the outdoors from every part of the house, with doors that could open so you feel part of the 
external living space or the garden. The site does have this airy, open and expansive feel with a lovely 
wide view to the harbour. The light seems to shimmer.”

In many ways the loggia forms the heart of the house, with its screens creating a flexible facade 
that sits in contrast to the more anonymous rear elevation. The projecting wings to either side of the 
loggia hold a guest suite and playroom on one side and a sitting room plus dining area on the other. 
Here, the tailored nature of the house is also apparent, with custom elements such as the dining 
table, storage cupboards and rug sitting alongside vintage pieces — including a super-long console 
to one side in shagreen and brass — and contemporary comfort seating from Molteni and B&B Italia.

Upstairs, a sequence of four bedrooms leads out onto a long, balconied terrace sheltered by sliding 
screens. The sumptuous main bedroom suite sits in one of the wings, with a small roof terrace of 
its own. It includes a large dressing room and a sculpted marble bathroom with a custom stone bath 
and vanity exuding an Art Deco touch, reinterpreted for today. 

With a basement level including garaging, services, a cinema room and a home office — which 
complements the crafted study just off the entrance hallway — this is a house of scale and substance. 
Yet the emphasis on craft and natural texture on the one hand and the procession of indoor-outdoor 
spaces on the other lends warmth and welcome. Completed in 2013, it suggests a new level of ambition 
for Phelan, who counts hotels, restaurants and apartment projects in her diverse portfolio.

“Drumalbyn is one of our most accomplished houses and marked a turning point in my creative 
direction,” she says. “The size and volume of the house and the detailing meant huge dedication, 
and the level of detail that we were able to achieve was an absolute joy. It was also a great exercise 
in client involvement through the whole design and building process. They are extremely happy 
with the results. It’s terrific to see how the family enjoy living in the house.”  VL
Visit kpdo.com.au

“The level of 
detail that we 

were able to 
achieve was an 

absolute joy”

BELOW, FROM LEFT: The main suite’s dressing room, which features Daniel Buren’s Construction Ventriloque 
(2012), offers plenty of custom storage. Tracey Emin’s illuminated artwork With You I Breathe is seen on a wall in 
the summer lounge. OPPOSITE PAGE, FROM TOP LEFT: A vintage dressing table and a chair reupholstered 
in pink velvet take up a corner of the main bathroom, beneath Eddie Peake’s Faecal Flecks; White Fantasy marble 
is used throughout the bathroom; the summer lounge, which leads to the pool area, features Paola Lenti ‘Sabi’ sofas, 
Gervasoni ‘Gray 07’ armchairs and a continuation of the travertine theme. Details, last pages.
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Sitting high on a plateau, this Cubist-style rural retreat       



        is surrounded by the majestic South African landscape.

In the internal courtyard, water features and picture windows 
play on reflections and perspective. OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Detail of the doors of an ‘Argente’ cabinet by Paul Evans 
mimic the organic forms of nature. Details, last pages.

By CÉDRIC SAINT ANDRÉ PERRIN  Photographed by PATRICK MESSINA



In the dining room, chairs by Harry  
Bertoia are adorned with cowhide covers.  
On the Tom Dixon table are glass bowls from 
Crate & Barrel. The chandelier is by Gaetano 
Sciolari. OPPOSITE PAGE: In the living 
room, a painting by South African artist Erik 
Laubscher hangs above a Brutalist sideboard 
from Lane Furniture. The metal vases are by 
Tom Dixon; the bowls are Murano glass.
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“BEYOND THE ARTWORKS AND ARCHITECTURE, IT IS NATURE 
THAT RULES HERE, IMPOSING ITS QUIET STRENGTH”



 T
he location of this property is secluded, virtually 
isolated — only accessible by four-wheel drive  
via a rough track through scrub and pastureland. 
However, the bumpy ride to the top is worth it. 
When you reach the peak, you are met by 
breathtaking views of seemingly endless hills  
and valleys, unobstructed by other buildings.

This natural parkland in South Africa’s Western Cape province  
is where design patron and entrepreneur Julian Treger is opening  
up his new home. Called the White House, the building is composed 
of white cubes and is just a few kilometres as the crow flies from 
another of his homes, K Cottage, a spectacular futuristic villa 
overlooking Plettenberg Bay. “If K Cottage is based on interlacing 
fluid lines, here I wanted a more angular architecture; more monastic 
as well,” Treger says. “I wanted to depict a kind of ‘contemporary 
cottage’, something between the style of Le Corbusier and Ralph 
Lauren’s Colorado ranch.” 

Passionate about architecture since childhood, the design 
collector and art enthusiast tries to give each of his homes  
a distinctive character. “I wanted to create links between European, 
American and South African culture,” Treger says of the White 
House, “through both the building’s structure and the artworks 
inside.” In particular, canvases by artist Erik Laubscher, a painter 
who created a bridge between the abstraction of the Paris School of 
the 1950s and the raw bright colours unique to the Western Cape 
landscape, make complete sense when seen in this context.

Built more than a decade ago, the property sat empty for several 
years before Treger got around to fixing it up, during which time it 
was taken over and trashed by maurauding baboons. Now, Treger 
has restored, extended and redesigned his home with the help of 
Christiaan van Aswegen of Cape Town-based AGH Architecture. 
With its pure geometric and minimalist lines, the White House 
owes a lot to the principles of the Modernist movement upheld by 
Le Corbusier, Mies van der Rohe and Philip Johnson. 

Its large picture windows are reflected in the water features and 
look out onto garden beds of ivy dotted with abstract sculptures  
that call to mind New York’s MoMA. The interior’s melange of 
vintage furniture is bold and eclectic, happily bringing together  
Swiss-French modernism — there are many pieces by Le Corbusier’s 
cousin Pierre Jeanneret — with sculpted, Paul Evans-style  
American Brutalism and the 1970s glamour of Italian designer  
and photographer Willy Rizzo. Cowhide rugs and seat covers 
highlight the intentionally rural aspect of the project.

Treger has also considered the environment in the construction  
of the White House. It has its own greywater recycling facility  
and electricity is generated using solar panels. Beyond the artworks 
and architecture, it is nature that rules here, imposing its quiet 
strength. The only sounds are those of animals in the distance, wind 
sweeping across the teak terrace or rain pattering on the bay 
windows. “This place has a certain spirituality,” agrees Treger. 
“Staying here is an intense, almost mystical experience.”  VL

The living room’s picture window frames a spectacular view of rolling hills.  
In the foreground, the sofa and armchair are by Pierre Jeanneret. On the left  
of the armchair is a coffee table by Percival Lafer. 
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CLOCKWISE FROM ABOVE: The terrace features an outdoor barbecue in front of a staircase leading to the rooftop. Sun lounges from Jati & Kebon are lined up along 
the lap pool outside the master bedroom. View of the house, nestled amid a landscape of shrubs and wild plants. OPPOSITE PAGE, FROM TOP: In the living room, 
Harry Balmer for Laurel vintage lamps and Jeffrey Bernett armchairs from B&B Italia flank the fireplace. A Pierre Jeanneret sofa faces a coffee table by Willy Rizzo 
atop a cowhide rug, and two side tables by Percival Lafer. LEFT: Under a pergola by the pool, an outdoor recliner invites visitors to take a siesta. Details, last pages.
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Entwined with the 
angophoras that fringe 
the shores of Sydney’s 
Pittwater, Gaelforce is  

a consummate blend  
of mindful 

restoration 
and artful 

design.

By NERIDA PIGGIN  Photographed by PRUE RUSCOE   
Styled by ALEXANDRA GORDON

In the dining space, flowers in a 1960s pink Murano vase mimic those of the still-life painting 
behind, Night by Patrick Hockey. It hangs above a zinc-covered wooden dining table from The 

Country Trader and 1940s walnut and leather dining chairs from London-based antiques dealer 
Christopher Hodsoll. OPPOSITE PAGE: Gaelforce, whose reclaimed hardwood decks were built 

around a mature angophora, has spectacular views across Pittwater. Details, last pages. 

of

NATURE



I
n the undulating hills of Palm Beach, an hour’s drive north 
of Sydney’s CBD, a 1940s Spanish-mission-inspired house 
sits discreetly behind a brush fence, tucked into the hillside 
overlooking the magnificent panorama of Pittwater. From 
the idyllic estuary, it resembles a ship’s foredeck. 

Gael Boglione and her husband, Francesco, owners 
of  Petersham Nurseries in Thames-side Richmond, close to 
London, have extended their creative talents to restore and 
reinvent this glorious home. “I’ve always loved Palm Beach,” says 
Australian-born Gael. “It has everything to do with relaxing and 
family. My friend Judy told me of a house for sale near hers. It took 
my breath away — such a magical setting.” 

Her first impression was of the gnarled angophora trees clinging 
precariously to the cliff — the ‘force of nature’ that inspired their 
home’s name. Initially, Gael barely looked at the house — the 
photos she sent of the property to Francesco in Italy were of only 
the outdoor areas. “It was an act of faith in my judgement when  
he agreed to buy the house unseen,” she recalls. “He still says to 
this day that I made him buy a view, a jetty and a deck,” 

The couple enjoyed using the house with family and friends 
for several years before starting on the renovations. “We’d seen 
some builders and talked to two or three architects, but we 
weren’t sure they were right for the job,” Gael explains. “Then, by 
chance, on a heli-skiing week in Greenland, Francesco met John 
Fielding. On the last night of the holiday, Francesco asked him 
what he did for a living. John told him about his company, 
Bellevarde Constructions, and that was it — we’d finally found 
our builder. We never looked back.”  ››
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“Francesco  
still says to this 
day that  I made 

him buy a view, a 
jetty and a deck” 
— Gael Boglione

Architect Grant Cheyne designed a black-steel and wooden staircase and had  
it installed at one end of the kitchen. It is complemented by a French chest from 
Parterre and French industrial shelving, displaying Astier de Villatte china from 
the owners’ Petersham Nurseries in London. OPPOSITE PAGE, FROM TOP: 
In the sitting room, the painting Uplifted by Alessandro Twombly (on the far  
left wall) is Gael’s favourite artwork. Another painting, Gray Day by Alex Katz, 
overlooks a linen sofa and ottoman from Ondene. The dining space features a 
1940s light fitting by Venini and Night and Day still-lifes by Patrick Hockey.
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CLOCKWISE, FROM ABOVE: The ‘tree house’,  
with its Catchpole & Rye bath and bedding from Ondene, 
is a haven in itself. A wavy-legged table from Christopher 
Hodsoll, London, is a statement piece in the sitting room.  
A bakelite cinema sconce gives the bathroom a retro feel.  
The 1930s painting is by Russian artist Boris Pastukhov. 

OPPOSITE PAGE: Draped linen by Philippa Barbat and 
coral-branch bedposts by Istanbul-based Asli Tunca create 

a light, ethereal mood in the main bedroom. Parterre 
porcelain lamps sit on tables from Petersham Nurseries.
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Another part of the house, however, is Gael’s most treasured room. 
“The ‘tree house’ is our magical spot,” she says. “All my friends want to 
stay there, listening to the water lapping and the possums scuttling 
under the angophora. It grows from the bottom of the garden through 
the tree house’s wooden deck, giving the impression it’s part of the 
building. It offers leafy shade in summer, and frames the view.”

The main material used in the restoration was Australian hardwood. 
“We spent a lot of time going to different timber yards until we finally 
found reclaimed wood from a Queensland bridge at a demolition site,” 
says Cheyne. Richard Haigh, of Parterre in Sydney, worked with Gael 
in placing his beautiful pieces of furniture through the house, while 
interior designer Philippa Barbat helped her with the fabrics and sofas. 

“I’m completely in love with the house, especially my bedroom,” says 
Gael. “The bed was made by an Istanbul artist and looks like coral 
emerging from the sea.” The floral painting in the sitting room by 
Rome-based Alessandro Twombly, son of Cy, is her favourite piece.

“The art is from London and we had several things in storage in 
Italy, where my daughter Lara and I picked up antiques and shipped 
them to Sydney,” adds Francesco. “I feel that the art, architecture and 
furniture complement each other very well.”  VL

‹‹   They began the project with a fresh view. “We felt that too many old 
houses with charm get demolished, so we decided to respect the fact 
that it had been well built during the 1940s and still had good bones,” 
says Gael. “Francesco jokingly said, ‘I imagine the French Riviera in the 
1930s with palm trees in the garden and Picasso and Matisse walking 
around with tanned, skinny legs and khaki shorts.’ ”

The team was completed with architect Grant Cheyne, whom they 
met while having dinner with Neil Perry at his Rockpool Bar & Grill 
in Sydney. They admired Cheyne’s sympathetic interpretation of that 
building’s 1930s heritage, so they soon hired him for their project. 

The general strategy was to retain and restore, then do something 
very different. Digging into the sandstone cliff gave them more 
bedrooms, another bathroom and an extra four metres for the kitchen.

Cheyne’s approach was to integrate everything seamlessly, especially 
when it came to the elegant, timber-covered boathouse studio, with  
its wall of glass bi-folding doors opening onto the water. Not only does 
it house Francesco’s classic Riva Aquarama boat, but also a bedroom, 
bathroom and bar-kitchen. The sandstone cliff-face has been hewn out 
around and behind the bed, creating a cosy nook, with the glamorous 
boat — ready to launch on its slips — at the end of the bed. 



CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: Francesco’s beloved 1970 Riva Aquarama 
waits at the jetty to whisk him and Gael across Pittwater. The boathouse studio 
is a picture of elegant simplicity, with chairs from Cotswold Furniture Collection, 
table by Mark Tuckey and bed and linen by Philippa Barbat; the boathouse looks 
out across the pool to Pittwater; outside its bathroom is a ship’s lamp from Parterre. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: The angophora grows through the decks, one of which 
is furnished with a marble-topped table and 19th-century chairs from Parterre  
and 19th-century chaise longue from Petersham Nurseries. Details, last pages.



One of the apartment’s attractions for interior 
designers Pierre Emmanuel Martin and Stéphane 
Garotin was its exquisite architectural detailing,  
as seen in the sitting room and dining area beyond.  
To the left, artworks by Chinese calligrapher Yang 
Xiaojian hang above a sofa from Maison Hand’s 
Abito collection. An Antoine Schneck photo of 
a woman from Burkina Faso came from Galerie 
Berthet-Aittouarès in Paris. OPPOSITE PAGE, 
CLOCKWISE FROM TOP LEFT: A wall in 
the dining area brings together a sculpture featuring 
a rabbit’s rump by Ghyslain Bertholon; photographs 
by Cédric Roulliat and Bruno Paccard; and two 
drawings by Don Carney.
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The owners of this apartment in Lyon, France, have created a space 
that is the complete opposite of their previous dark, enclosed home.

FANTASTIC
L I G H T

By Ian Phillips 
Photographed by  

Felix Forest
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Two ceramic sculptures found at an Athens 
flea market are juxtaposed on the sitting room 
mantelpiece with a bird sculpture by Ghyslain 
Bertholon. The Flos ‘Luminator’ floor lamp is 
one of Achille and Pier Giacomo Castiglioni’s 

classic designs. OPPOSITE PAGE: Moroccan 
brass candleholders add glamour to a simple 

window ledge in one of the corridors. The 
photo, by Rip Hopkins, was acquired at 

Galerie Le Réverbère in Lyon.



t
he previous apartment belonging to interior designers 
Pierre Emmanuel Martin and Stéphane Garotin, in 
the French city of Lyon, was almost completely black. 
“It was really nice in the winter and very cosy in the 
evening, but more difficult to live with in the summer,” 
Martin recalls. “It was so dark that I’d have to take my 
trousers to the window just to see what colour 
they were.” So when the couple decided to move, they 

were intent on one thing — that their new place be light and airy. 
The 140-square-metre flat they found fits the bill perfectly. Located 
on the third floor of a building that dates from 1852, its main 
reception rooms all face south, which, in the Northern 
Hemisphere, is ideal for catching the sun. The rest of the spaces 
wrap around an internal courtyard. “You can walk around the 
entire apartment in a loop, which makes it feel bigger than it is,” 
says Martin. “From the main bedroom you can see the kitchen, 
and from the bathroom you can look into the sitting room. It’s like 
we’re our own neighbours.”

The apartment is in the Ainay district, in the city centre. Once 
home to aristocratic families involved in the silk trade, the area 
has become increasingly stylish and now boasts a number of hip 
interior design stores, including Martin and Garotin’s own, 
Maison Hand, in a former garage just a three-minute walk from 
their home. There, they stock such leading furniture brands 
as  Living Divani, Carl Hansen and Gervasoni, and also offer 
their own custom-designed sofas and in-house decorating service.

All their skills were required to transform their new apartment, 
which had been been inhabited by the same owners for almost 
half a century. “It was in a dreadful state,” says Martin.  ›› 



CLOCKWISE FROM LEFT: On a rustic 
wooden bench in one of the hallways, wooden 
hunting weapons from Sulawesi share equal 

footing with a Christophe Delcourt ‘PSP’ table 
lamp. The silver skull is a gift from a friend; the 

statues on the windowsill are also from Sulawesi.
Martin and Garotin fitted the kitchen with Boffi 

units and a marble island bench. Displayed on the 
DK3 ‘Royal System’ shelves by Paul Cadovius are 
various baskets and vessels collected during travels 

throughout Asia. The ‘Lektor’ desk lamp is from 
Rubn, a Swedish lighting company. OPPOSITE 

PAGE: Graphic-print cushions from Rouge du 
Rhin add a touch of pattern to a sofa from 
Maison Hand’s Abito collection. A collage 

by Julio Villani and a lithograph by Jean-
Philippe Aubanel hang on the wall. 



“You can walk around the apartment in a loop, 
which makes it feel bigger than it is”



In the sitting room an offertory box  
from Myanmar and a Moroccan stool 
contrast with an Eames ‘Lounge’ chair’, 
Eero Saarinen side table and Arne 
Jacobsen ‘AJ’ floor lamp produced by 
Louis Poulsen; the ink drawing is 
by Philippe Cognée. OPPOSITE PAGE: 
Old parquet floors add pattern and 
texture throughout the apartment. The 
embroidered head on the bench is by 
artist Yveline Tropéa, and the artwork 
opposite is by Mathias Schmied, bought 
from Galerie Houg in Lyon.
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‹‹  Bedrooms still sported 1980s wallpapers depicting car racetracks, and the 
utterly basic kitchen was separated from the bathroom by only a plastic curtain. 
Still, both he and Garotin could see that the space had excellent features. “There 
are very beautiful mouldings, exquisite old parquet floors and magnificent details 
in the wall panelling,” he explains. “We were completely seduced.”

To contrast with the opulence of the apartment’s 19th-century shell, the 
designers kept their decoration simple. “As it’s already quite busy, there was no 
point in adding too much,” says Martin. Most tellingly, they painted all the walls 
the same colour — a  pale beige created with the help of a friend who runs 
Naturelles Substances, an organic paint company in Lyon. 

The rest of the palette is dominated by earthy tones such as blacks and browns. 
“Bright colours are not really our thing,” professes Martin. “We love them 
elsewhere — in the south of France, in India or when we’re on holiday — but for 
daily life we prefer something more serene.” They are not that big on pattern 
either: apart from a handful of cushions, the only evident motifs are in the 
geometric designs of the handcrafted Moroccan rugs. “We’re out-and-out fans 
of them,” says Martin. “For us, they’re beautiful, timeless and comfortable.” 

Many of the other objects were also sourced from the couple’s travels abroad. 
“Every time we go around the world, we try to bring home a piece from wherever 
we’ve been,” says Martin. These include basketwork from Japan and Cambodia, 
a wooden arrow acquired on the Indonesian island of Sulawesi, an offertory box 
from Myanmar and a pair of ceramic sculptures from an Athens flea market. In the 
sitting room are two black-and-white artworks by a Chinese master calligrapher, 
bought this year in Shanghai’s M50 art district. “It’s a really unbelievable place, 
with dozens of galleries and artists’ studios,” Martin says.

One of their favourite artworks is in the kitchen and dining area: a photograph 
of a shirtless, tattooed young man in a museum, making off with a classical portrait 
under his arm. “We love the confrontation between this modern, rock’n’roll guy 
and the traditional setting,” says Martin. “You wonder why he’s stealing something 
so contrary to his own style.” It’s an act of transgression that brings a hint of 
shadow to what is very much an apartment of light. VL



The main bedroom features ‘Monte et Baisse’ wall lights by Daniel Gallo, Gae Aulenti’s 
‘Pipistrello’ lamp, Warren Platner armchairs, a Christine Crozat collage and two tribal sculptures 

from Morocco. The eye-catching paper light seen through the doorway in the entry hall is Isamu 
Noguchi’s ‘Akari E’ design, produced by Vitra. OPPOSITE PAGE: An ‘Adnet Circulaire’ mirror 

from Gubi hangs above a Boffi vanity in the bathroom. The stool is 19th-century Chinese. 
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C O N C I E R G E

A corner of the downstairs pub at Hotel Palisade 
features walls painted to appear unfinished by 
scenic artist Neil Mallard. The oil paintings were 
commissioned for the space from Paul Ryan, while 
the light shade of beaten metal was a found object.

A landmark Sydney pub 
is resurrected with a thoughtful 
makeover that fondly salutes 
its 100-year history while 
eagerly embracing the future. 

BORN again

BY LEAH TWOMEY   
PHOTOGRAPHED BY ANSON SMART
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Materials used 100 years ago were selected for the pub:  
zinc, copper, timber, steel, leather and canvas. Interior 
stylist Sibella Court chose the Thonet bentwood chairs as 
they’re “the most comfortable chair in the hospitality world!” 
The lighting was a collaboration with Macgyver Models. 
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 S
tanding in Sydney’s newly refurbished Hotel 
Palisade, interior stylist Sibella Court 
highlights a fascinating if little-known piece 
of history when she points out, “This was the 
last pub where the men drank before they got 
on the ships to Gallipoli. You would have to 

have had quite a stiff drink…” 
Once the tallest building in Sydney, the hotel has 

stood sentry over the city’s historic Millers Point and 
The Rocks neighbourhoods for a century. Yet Court 
has transformed it into a ground-level pub, nine-room 
hotel and double-level rooftop bar/restaurant in less 
than six months — without an architect. 

Instead, the woman behind The Society Inc called 
in her team of artisanal tradespeople: blacksmiths, 
a  shipwright, glaziers, signwriters, drapers, furniture 
makers, a lighting designer and a scenic artist. “In the 
downstairs bar, just two styles of chairs are bought as 
a finished product,” she says. “Every other piece is 
bespoke and made specifically for the project, or it’s 
a found object. I bought every single lightbulb, and 
every screw is either the perfect colour or it’s 
a flathead and has been painted or treated.”

The same dedication and attention to detail runs 
throughout the hotel, designed by Sydney Harbour 
Trust chief engineer Henry Deane Walsh and built in 
1915. Rather than being numbered, the guest rooms 
are named for colourful characters knocking around 
the Rocks in those days. Three names are ancestors of 

THIS WAS THE 
LAST PUB WHERE THE  

MEN DRANK BEFORE  
THEY GOT ON THE SHIPS  

TO GALLIPOLI. YOU WOULD 
HAVE TO HAVE HAD  

QUITE A STIFF 
DRINK…      

Palisade Group members (the hotel’s new owners) who served in 
World War I, and perhaps stopped here for a pint before walking 
down to the docks bound for Turkey. 

Court knows this history; she did her research at Sydney’s Caroline 
Simpson Library & Research Collection, scouring documents for 
anecdotes and enlightenment. “It’s lovely to think what the area 
offered at the time, whether that was goods coming in on ships or the 
harbour’s bounty of seafood,” she says. “Can you imagine what a hive 
of activity it would have been?”

Indeed, stepping into Hotel Palisade’s ground-level pub is a bit 
of  a time trip. Court has chosen materials that would have been 
used  a century ago — zinc, copper, timber, leather and canvas 
—  deftly balancing portside industry and sophistication. It’s raw, 
tinkered and smithed. “The walls have an unfinished look,” she 
explains. “I told my painter, Neil Mallard, ‘I want grubby.’ He did it over 
four layers, to bring the moodiness and texture you get from years of 
use.” (Mallard’s talent for painted-on patina has led Court to describe 
him, rather charmingly, as “a layerer of history and romantic grim”.)

The three levels above the pub are occupied by nine hotel rooms, 
individually designed yet sharing several striking features. Each one, 
for example, boasts a different marine wall mural, painted by Mallard 
in briny blues, greys and greens and foamy whites and creams; 
seafaring shades that remind guests they are portside in Old Sydney 
Town. And they are all rooms with a view — of the streets, crumbling 
chimney pots on rooftops and sparkling harbour waters.  ››

FROM LEFT: Joel Bennetts, head chef of Hotel Palisade’s 
restaurant Henry Deane; the exterior of the hotel; Court takes in 
the views from the restaurant’s Glass Box private dining area.



CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT:  
Joel Bennetts’ steamed diamond shell clams with chorizo, 
fried bread and grilled capsicum; cement-effect walls by 

Neil Mallard juxtapose with the glass walls of the kitchen; 
entry to the Henry Deane lobby/cocktail bar; wicker chairs 

with leather and fabric upholstery were a collaboration 
between Court and MCM House; a view of the Sydney 

Harbour Bridge; the wave-like bar in Henry Deane’s was 
made by Court’s blacksmiths; grilled sardines on toast with 
green beans, pinenut, orange and raisin salad; a treat on 

level four; Bennetts at work. The porcelain bar is by 
Porcelain Bear and the artworks are by Jordana Henry.



A custom-made mirror-like marbled digital print 
transforms an awkward corner on the lower level  
of Henry Deane’s. The vintage lamp on the table  
was bright green, then repainted in black by Court. 
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‹‹  The original ensuites have been stripped of their leak-prone vinyl 
flooring and plastic shower units, then refitted with marble tiles and 
matte black and brass tapware to create intimate, fittingly vintage-feel 
bathrooms. “The textures and the quality in the bathrooms are all 
really considered, so you have a lovely experience,” Court notes.

Atop the building, on levels four and five, is the Henry Deane 
cocktail bar and restaurant — a leap into the present from the 
yesteryear feel of the hotel below. A previous, incomplete extension 
created some awkward areas; it had a rawness that gave Court both 
a blank canvas and some obstacles to navigate. “The idea was to draw 
attention to the view and the finishes,” she says.

In the lobby of the level-four bar, the walls are dark and pattern is 
everywhere, from the swirling Robert Crowder wallpaper to the 
cement-effect paint and a marbled, 
mirror-like ceiling panel that offers 
a clever solution to an awkward corner 
beneath the stairs. Cubic floor tiles from 
Jatana Interiors reminded Court of 
a  fabulous floor she once saw in Gio 
Ponti’s Hotel Parco dei Principi on Italy’s 
Amalfi Coast. Marble-topped tables are 
placed near an indigo-dyed wooden bar. 
Overhead is a wave-like brass ceiling 
fashioned by Court’s blacksmiths.

At the top of the stairs is Henry 
Deane’s restaurant, a light-filled expanse 
of softer colours — corals and creams, 

I’VE STAYED IN THOUSANDS  
OF HOTELS. THE ONES THAT STAND 

OUT IN MY MIND ARE SPECIFIC TO  
THE CITY THEY’RE ACTUALLY IN

reclaimed natural timber, finely crafted porcelain, light marble, shiny 
copper and brass and billowing linens. All of the furnishings are 
bespoke, to create a zone that, although steeped in history, is Court’s 
interpretation of modern-day relaxation. 

The restaurant’s head chef is Joel Bennetts, formerly at Pier in Rose 
Bay, The Fish Shop in Potts Point and Three Blue Ducks in Bronte. 
Bennetts is showing his seafood skills with dishes such as kingfish 
sashimi with charred bok choy, fresh cucumber, coriander and a soy 
bonito dressing loaded with ginger and garlic. “I love cooking 
seafood the way I want to eat it, and I guess that’s clean and not 
pouring a creamy sauce over a piece of fish,” he says.

More substantial fare includes grilled sardines on toast with green 
beans, pinenut, orange and raisin salad topped with merlot vinegar 
and olive oil. The steamed diamond shell clams with chorizo, fried 
bread and grilled capsicum take you to Spain, where Bennetts spent 
time last year. 

Court is also an avid traveller. “I’ve stayed in thousands of hotels,” 
she reflects. “The ones that stand out in my mind are specific to the 
city they’re actually in.” And few could be more ‘Sydney’ than the 

Palisade, a beacon on the hill, constant and keeping 
watch over the decades since the soldiers had one 
last drink before shipping out.  VL
35 Bettington St, Millers Point, Sydney; (02) 9018 
0123; hotelpalisade.com.au. 

FROM LEFT: Looking from the hall, with swirling 
Robert Crowder wallpaper, to the lobby of Henry Deane’s 
bar. The portrait is Blue Boy, Paul Ryan’s take on Walsh, 
the building’s original designer; each of the nine hotel rooms 
contains a different mural by Neil Mallard — this one 
is titled Staysail; the Linnean Room at Henry Deane’s 
welcomes private lunches and cocktail parties.
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Ashford Castle’s 788-year history remains evident in its hotchpotch of 
architectural styles, but interior upgrades during a recent $100-million 

renovation have seen the hotel named one of the best in the world.

 REGAL 
MANOR

The romance of the past and five-star luxuries of the present  
ensure a majestic experience at Ashford Castle in Ireland.

By LEE TULLOCH  Photographed by TONY AMOS
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CLOCKWISE, FROM 
TOP LEFT: Ashford Castle’s 
Oak Hall; nearby Cong 
village; silk fabric adorns the 
walls of the Kennedy Suite; 
the castle is set on Lough 
Corrib; antique furniture 
abounds; afternoon tea  
is served in the Connaught 
Room; another view of 
Oak Hall shows off its superb 
panelling; the regal George V 
dining room; the castle was 
part of a 16th-century 
military enclave; the Kennedy 
Suite’s sitting room; one of 
the 24 horses in the restored 
equestrian centre; guests are 
greeted by Tom the doorman. 
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CLOCKWISE, FROM 
TOP LEFT: No space is left 
undecorated in the hallways 
of the Victorian Gothic wing; 
a portrait of Lady Ardilaun 
indicates the way to the 
Connaught Room; woodlands 
ring the castle; Waterford 
chandeliers illuminate the 
George V dining room; 
the grounds include extensive 
gardens and manicured 
lawns; there are 41 kilometres 
of riding and walking trails; 
regular ferry excursions let 
guests enjoy Lough Corrib. 
OPPOSITE PAGE: Irish 
wolfhounds Garvan and 
Cronan are living the dream. 
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Custom-made canopies, curtains, cushions, wall coverings and lamp 
trims were all created in sumptuous style by a mix of craftsmen, 
including dazzling fabrics by Dublin couturier David Faulkner. 

“If you stay in a castle, I believe you want to feel like you’re staying 
in a castle,” Tollman says. In the Kennedy Suite, for instance, there’s 
a coronet above the bed and crowns woven in the silk wall fabric. 

The castle’s hallways are lit with 130 antique and Murano glass 
chandeliers, including 11 Waterford crystal originals in the George V 
dining room and a sparkling Val Saint Lambert pendant chandelier 
in the entrance to Oak Hall. Its treasure-trove of art and fine 
furniture was restored and complemented with new pieces. 
An upstairs passage was turned into a library, stocked with antiquarian 
books from a bookshop in the village of Cong, a brief walk away. 

It’s impossible not to be mesmerised by the opulence. “Everything 
matters to me… I’m a perfectionist,” Tollman declares. And it shows; 
the restoration and refurbishment is nothing short of heroic.

But the real magic comes from the people of Ashford, many of 
whom have worked in the castle for years, through the down times 
before the Tollmans arrived. Martin Gibbons, for example, has 
served in the George V restaurant for 41 years, while groundskeeper 
Martin Slattery is following in the footsteps of his father and 
grandfather. Even the friendly Irish wolfhounds, Garvan and Cronan, 
are part of the family. And, swept up in all this genuine love for the 
castle and its history, guests soon become more than visitors, too.

“Ashford Castle belongs to everybody,” Tollman insists. “We are 
just the custodians who chose to restore it for the Irish people.”  VL 
Visit ashfordcastle.com.

hat is it like to stay in a castle? Not any castle, 
mind you, but a grand, 82-guestroom medieval 
residence on a 141-hectare estate of woods and 
gardens that was once the home of Ireland’s 
famed Guinness brewing family?

The short answer — absolutely spellbinding. 
Best known as the setting of the 1952 John Wayne–Maureen O’Hara 
movie The Quiet Man, Ashford Castle has occupied the misty 
shores of Lough Corrib, in Ireland’s County Mayo, since 1228. 
Originally the stronghold of an Anglo-Norman family, it was used as 
a military fortress, then a shooting lodge before being bought by 
Sir Benjamin Lee Guinness in 1852.

After debuting as a hotel in 1939, Ashford Castle was sold to an 
Irish developer in 1970 and, later, to American investors. Celebrities 
and world leaders have slept in its beds, and actor Pierce Brosnan 
was married here in 2001. In fact, it’s long been one of Ireland’s most 
romantic wedding destinations.

But the castle was slowly falling into ruin and the hotel needed 
a costly overhaul. Enter Stanley and Beatrice Tollman of the Red 
Carnation Hotel Collection. In 2013, they commenced a painstaking 
restoration program that saw a  newly resplendent Ashford Castle 
relaunched last April. “I don’t think I slept for two years,” says their 
daughter, Toni Tollman, an interior designer, who headed the project 
with her mother. “The hotel was in complete and utter disrepair.” 

Over the centuries, the castle had developed in a hotchpotch 
of styles, including French château and Victorian Gothic. Much of 
it needed rebuilding from the bottom up, requiring permission 
to touch “even a wire”. That meant 
re-creating heavy doors, replacing 
all the windows, stripping and 
sealing walls, weaving carpets 
and re-leading the roofs. 

The magnificent gardens, which 
were planted with one million trees 
by Lord Ardilaun, heir to Benjamin 
Guinness, needed attention, while 
the boatsheds, the equestrian 
centre and the falconry school all 
required careful restoration. 

An ‘escape tunnel’ has been 
converted into an atmospheric wine 
cellar and tasting room, while new 
features include a plush billiards 
room, a tented cigar terrace and 
a  32-seat cinema dashingly done 
out  in red velvet. The boldest 
addition is the bronze and glass 
Victorian-style conservatory, by 
French architect Philippe Bonino, 
which houses the new spa.

Three hundred people worked 
for two years on the project, with 
the hotel closing only briefly during 
that time. The Tollmans involved  
as many local craftsmen as possible. 
“There isn’t a family in the area who 
hasn’t been touched by this 
restoration,” says Niall Rochford, 
long-time manager of the hotel.  

And that was before the decorating. 
Tollman and her team scoured 
auction houses for baronial pieces 
such as four-poster beds, carved 
fireplaces and even a coat of armour. 

TO U R 
Cong

One of Ireland’s most picturesque 
villages and full of tearooms and 

shops selling Irish crafts, Cong 
also features a bronze statue of 

John Wayne and Maureen 
O’Hara, stars of The Quiet Man, 

which was set and filmed at 
Ashford Castle; congtourism.com.

Lough Corrib
This vast freshwater lake 

covers 453 square kilometres 
and is dotted with 365 islands. 

Cruises leave from the castle 
daily; corribcruises.com.

T RY 
Fly a hawk

Ireland’s School of Falconry sits 
on the castle property and houses 

falcons, hawks and an eagle. 
Instructors will take you into  

the woods to fly a Harris  
hawk, the most sociable of  
birds of prey; falconry.ie. 

Steam it off
Ashford Castle’s new spa is 

a Moroccan-Celtic fantasy with 
treatment rooms, steam room, 

relaxation pool, hammam and 
fitness centre in a tranquil setting.

Take tea
Is there a more lavish tea stand 
than that offered in the castle’s 

Connaught Room? We don’t 
think so. The whole high-tea 

experience is superb, from the 
Wedgwood tea service to the 

scones warmed to order.

W
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CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT: 
Quality features abound at Como  
The Treasury hotel, including an  

Oluce ‘Atollo’ lamp in the Como Suite; 
a Brendan van Hek lighting sculpture 
graces the stairwell; the main court of 
the ground level; Rubn lighting hangs 
above an artwork by Alex Nikulinsky 

in the Treasury Lounge & Bar; 
a central plaza in the ground-level 

public hall. OPPOSITE PAGE: Perth 
artist Paul Uhlmann’s Turbulence sits 
above Nicholas Gardner’s ‘Standard 

Steel’ bench in a public area.
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Located in  
Perth’s revitalised 
Cathedral Square 

precinct in the  
heart of the city, 

Como’s first 
Australian hotel  

is a luxurious  
escape — a haven 

where the hustle  
and bustle can 

be traded for  
a soothing, 

rejuvenating  
refuge.

BY ANNA FLANDERS  

TREASURE
living

PHOTOGRAPHED BY MARK ROPER
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E
legantly restrained: these are the words that spring to mind as you walk around the  
gracefully renovated interior that is now the home of Perth’s Como The Treasury hotel. 
Wide corridors, cavernous spaces, huge dormer windows and a gentle palette are all 
hallmarks of this new, four storey luxury hotel in the CBD.

The project is the vision of Perth property developer Adrian Fini of FJM Property,  
who has been busy over the past few years upping the design ante in the city — think  
award-winning Freemantle restaurant Bread in Common, the Arent & Pyke-designed  
Alex Hotel and the Robert Simeoni-designed Shadow Wine Bar. However, this is  

Fini’s biggest statement on the hospitality scene to date, and he teamed with friend and internationally 
acclaimed architect Kerry Hill to make it a reality.

The hotel is situated on Crown land and housed in the distinguished heritage-listed State Buildings,  
the former government offices that form part of the city’s $700 million Cathedral Square redevelopment. 
Following a painstaking restoration, the buildings retain 95 per cent of their original design. 

“There were incredible considerations and enormous restrictions and limitations — the respect of the 
heritage was immense,” says Como The Treasury general manager Anneke Brown. “It was about restoring  
a heritage building, but also giving it new life through the contemporary-yet-classic interior and furnishings. 
This is the centre of our city; the site of the original post office was here and all distances in Perth were,  
and still are, measured from this point. We hope to become the centre of the city again.”

Handpicked for its prospering Perth location and the property’s unique character and significance, 
Australia’s first Como hotel has been designed as a destination within a destination, serving a banquet  
of different dine-in options and experiences within the wider development’s interior. “The spaces  
revealed themselves during the restoration process,” explains Terry Fripp of Kerry Hill Architects. “Once  
the detritus of [some recent] insignificant alterations and additions were removed, the spaces were quite  

CLOCKWISE, FROM LEFT: 
Petition Kitchen is also part of the 
State Buildings complex; steamed 
ocean trout, fragrant lemongrass 

broth, tomato, zucchini and coriander, 
and a floral arrangement at Post 

restaurant; the oak bedhead in this 
guestroom is by architect Kerry Hill; 

a private dining room at Post. 
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defined and in many areas the progression of spaces determined their use.” Those uses include the Como-
owned Post, a casual, French-feel breakfast-to-dinner restaurant. There is also Wildflower, a contemporary 
glass restaurant atop the building with views across the Swan River, and Treasury Lounge & Bar,  
a distinguished hideaway designed to be found rather than signposted. The Shambhala Urban Escape spa  
and wellness centre, also part of the Como complex, is below street level, while the reception lounge and 
retail and hospitality venues are on the ground level. The hotel extends over the two levels above, with 
48 luxury rooms, a library, 20-seat meeting room, lap pool and gym. 

Taking up residence in the same State Buildings development are world-leading Thai-food chef David 
Thompson’s Long Chim and a trio of casual spaces designed by local architect Michael Patroni 
of  Spaceagency:  Petition Kitchen, Petition Beer Corner and Petition Wine Bar & Merchant. Fashion 
designer Aurelio Costarella and florist Flowers by Aneura are retail bedfellows.

The Treasury’s palette was kept intentionally soft to draw attention to views of the surrounding buildings, 
Perth’s city centre and gardens through beautifully restored windows. A diverse collection of artworks adds 
depth and colour, including pieces from Art Collective WA’s Paul Uhlmann, Angela Stewart, Eveline Kotai 
and Jo Darbyshire, illustrations by Western Australian artists Philippa and Alex Nikulinsky, and  
mid-20th century Australian ceramics. Lighting installations by locally based Flynn Talbot and Brendan  
van Hek are given room to shine. 

However, while the art — a passion for Fini — is compelling, the generous size of The Treasury’s 
guestrooms is what really makes good on the promise of this renovation. “The decision to combine every  
two rooms to create a  bedroom and an adjoining large bathroom gives a real luxury feeling to  
the accommodation,” says Fripp. “We’ve created calm and peaceful guestrooms — it’s a refuge from  
the busy, noisy world outside.” Amen to that.  VL
Visit comohotels.com/thetreasury.

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: 
Looking out from the reception to the 
main entrance; a custom Kerry Hill  
by KHA Italian-made console and  
sofa inhabit the Como Suite with 

Miniforms chairs and a La Palma 
table; this bathroom window overlooks 
St George’s Cathedral; Rubn’s ‘Nomad’ 

light and a bronzed mirror contrast 
with a Kerry Hill by KHA chair;  

the spacious Arrivals lounge; organic 
beef tartare, heirloom beets, red 

cabbage and puffed wild rice  
is also on the Post menu.

“It was about 
restoring a heritage 

building but also 
giving it new life”
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W
hen Stefan Scholten and Carole Baijings first visited Arita, 
a  small town in Saga Prefecture, on Japan’s Kyushu Island, 
in 2013, it was much more than just a simple holiday excursion. 
Invited by designer Teruhiro Yanagihara to discuss a new take 
on the town’s treasured ‘aritaware’, the Dutch couple, founders 
of design studio Scholten & Baijings, carried with them the 

considerable responsibility of building upon the centuries-old relationship based on 
creative collaboration and mutual respect that existed between their two countries. 

Triggered by Korean potter Ri Sampei’s discovery of kaolin (white clay) deposits on 
nearby Izumiyama mountain in 1616, Japan’s first locally produced porcelain — known for 
its milky white glaze, vivid colours and often ornate decoration — celebrates its 
400th anniversary this year. The Dutch East India Company was aritaware’s conduit to 
Europe, shipping an estimated several million pieces between the middle of the 17th and 
18th centuries, a time when Holland was the only Western country allowed access to Japan.

This exclusive arrangement brought prosperity to Arita but also affected the style of 
porcelain made, as it adapted to Western tastes. In turn, Arita’s know-how and design 
sensibility were channelled in Holland’s exquisite Delft china, for instance, and in motifs 
favoured by Germany’s Meissen porcelain artisans, near Dresden.

The industry flourished, and Arita became synonymous with Japanese porcelain 
making. The town was declared an Important National Historic Treasure in 1991 and 
Sampei is honoured to this day at the hilltop Tozan shrine.   ››

By Margie Fraser
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As the Japanese town of Arita 
celebrates 400 years since the 
birth of its beautiful porcelain, 
16 designers create a collection 
to mark the occasion.
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CLOCKWISE, FROM FAR LEFT: Pieces  
from the 2016/ project, which will be displayed in 

Milan, Amsterdam and Arita itself. The town  
is home to about 150 kilns like this one. Intricate 
decoration at Kawazoe Seizan kiln. Ceramics 

stacked high at another kiln. Kaolin (white clay)  
is dug out of quarries on Izumiyama mountain. 

CONCIERGE



CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: A worker inspects products at 
Sehyo & Co. Stacked porcelain at Kubota Minoru Ceramics. The Scholten 

& Baijings-designed Colour Porcelain collection for 1616/Arita Japan. 
Carole Baijings and Stefan Scholten. Pallets of pottery at Housengama. 

The products 
are just so 
beautiful there. 
We thought the 
whole world 
should see them

‹‹   Arita remains a wonderfully atmospheric town of timber houses 
with traditional gardens, surrounded by mountainside tea plantations 
dotted with shrines, thick pristine forests and streams full of carp. 
Its winding laneways are lined with stone walls, called tonbai, made 
from old kiln bricks encrusted with layers of glazes that have built up 
over the years. Hand-drawn carts once carried the precious porcelain 
cargo in and out of town. Guards at either end of the road controlled 
access, for the kilns’ patterns and mixtures were — and still are — 
highly protected secrets. 

About 150 kilns remain in operation, still 
using traditional production methods. Many 
are run by descendants of the original owners, 
including Kakiemon, which is 14th-generation. 
Here, artisans sit at benches with fine deer-hair 
brushes to apply the decorations. One of the 
oldest kilns, Gen-emon, continues to use 
traditional wood firing techniques; bundles of 
red pine are stacked outside, ready for the 
biannual event. 

GETTING THERE Fly from Australia to Osaka or Tokyo with Qantas, Jetstar or Japan Airlines, then 
catch a train first to Fukuoka and on to Arita. STAY Accommodation in the town is limited to homestays, 
but nearby Takeo (15 minutes by train) offers hotels and ryokans (traditional inns). SHOP The annual
ceramics fair in Golden Week (29 April–5 May) brings crowds of people into town. Stores and stalls line 
the 6-kilometre-long main street. Purchases can also be made directly at the kilns, at outlet stores or at 
the Arita Tojinosato Plaza. MUSEUMS Two museums document aritaware’s history and treasures: Arita 
Ceramic Art Museum and Kyushu Ceramic Museum. TOURS Guided tours are available by Miyuri Tsuru, 
an English-speaking local; miyuritsuru@msn.com. Japan Architecture Tours holds annual trips to Arita; 
japanarchitecturetours.com. For more information on Arita and Japan, visit jnto.org.au.

However, demand 
for aritaware has been 
waning since the late 
1990s, with the kilns, 
and the town, suffering 
the inevitable effects. 
An earlier project saw 
Scholten & Baijings 
and Yanagihara design  
collections for ceramics 
brand 1616/Arita Japan 

and generate fresh interest in aritaware; the Dutch 
couple’s Colour Porcelain range was much-praised at 
Milan Design Week 2012. Hoping to multiply that 
success in a new collaboration called 2016/ the trio 
lead  a group of 16 international designers who are 
collaborating with 10 kilns to create new editions of 
aritaware — just one of a host of events coordinated 
by Saga Prefecture to mark the 400th anniversary. “The 
products are just so beautiful there, and we thought the 
whole world should see them and know more about 
them,” says Scholten. “We asked people to create two 
series of tableware. Each kiln has a different set of skills 

— some excel in glazing; some in painting or in very fine porcelain — 
so we matched the designers to the area of expertise.”

T
he results will be displayed in Arita, in Milan during Milan 
Design Week 2016 and at the Rijksmuseum in Amsterdam. 
Scholten and Baijings have also secured a row of historic 
red-brick pump houses, called New Address Amsterdam, to 
display and hold talks about the pieces. “We hope to be able 
to use the project to spread knowledge to the consumer,” 

says Scholten. “People need to know the provenance of each piece and 
why they should buy it. It’s been a beautiful collaboration; it’s like 
turning full circle after 400 years of connection with Arita.”  VL
Visit 2016arita.com; arita-episode2.jp.

ARITA UNCOVERED: Visiting the birthplace of Japanese porcelain
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Australian filmmakers Baz Luhrmann and 
Catherine Martin’s latest sumptuous production 

has finally premiered: the Art Deco-inspired 
interiors of the Faena Hotel Miami Beach. 

The lush textiles, bold prints and 
glossy finishes of the 169-room hotel 

(formerly the Saxony, inset) recall 
the tropical glamour of 1950s 

Miami; faena.com/miami-beach. 

CINEMATIC VISION

BEACH HOLIDAY ESSENTIAL 
FROM COVER-UP TO SHAWL, SARONGS 

ARE SUMMER SAVIOURS. WE LOVE THIS 

VIBRANT DESIGN, $100, FROM THE 

NEW SPORTSCRAFT RANGE BY SHILO 

ENGELBRECHT; SPORTSCRAFT.COM.AU.
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INSTANT HIT
It may not be the obvious choice for travelling but an 

instant camera does make you think before you snap. 
No more lengthy post-holiday photo culls! Plus the 

vintage good looks and clever features of Lomography’s 
Lomo Instant Wide Central Park Edition, $355, make 

a very photogenic proposition; lomography.com.

The opening of Casa Fayette in Guadalajara has put Mexico’s second-largest 
city (population 4.5 million) on the map as a design destination. The 37-room 

hotel — the latest for boutique brand Grupo Habita, and a member of 
Design Hotels — comprises a 1940s mansion (below) and modernist-style 

accommodation tower (right), seamlessly integrated by local firm Estudio 5. 
Milan-based Dimore Studio’s interiors — an homage to Pritzker Prize-winning 

architect Luis Barragán, one of the city’s most famous sons — combine Italian 
minimalism with Mexican flair. Think intense burgundy, salmon and artichoke 

hues, gilded surfaces and rich velvet furnishings; designhotels.com/casa-fayette.

The premiere of Baz Luhrmann 
and Catherine Martin’s hotel project, 
a new design destination to explore, 

and the latest must-pack accessories.

In a world where 
digital to-do lists and 

cloud-based photo 
albums are standard, 

My Bucket List ($40) 
from Sydney duo 
Axel & Ash is an 

appealingly old-school 
alternative. The chic 

journal includes space 
to record 101 life goals, 

plus thought-provoking 
questions and inspiring 

quotes and images; 
axelandash.com.

Mexican wave
TRAVEL NEWS
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FOOD NEWS

Edited by ALEXANDRA BROWN

Distillery Botanica  
is a new boutique 
Australian gin made 

old technique called 
‘enfleurage’ to extract  
the flowers’ perfumes; 
distillerybotanica.com. 

ART HOUSE
Located in the classical 

colonial-era building  
of the National Gallery 

Singapore, Odette 
restaurant is a work of  
art in itself. Universal 

Design Studio used  

the venue, in keeping 
with chef Julien  

and elegant cuisine.  
1 St Andrew’s  

Road, Singapore; 
odetterestaurant.com. 

With a striking design by Tom Mark Henry, the butcher 1888 Certified 
supplies grass-fed beef, heritage pork, lamb and poultry straight from the 

farm to Sydney’s eastern suburbs. It focusses on being able to tell customers 
exactly where its ethically and sustainably produced meat comes from.  
The firm, run by Charlie Crichton and Tim White, is named after the  

year the Crichton family’s farm was founded in Young, NSW.  
1 Kiaora Lane, Double Bay; 1888certified.com.au.

FIRST-CLASS MEAT

New Sydney night spot Della Hyde is 
reminiscent of the luxurious lobby 
bars of old hotels. Its interior, 
inspired by the work of Grand Budapest 
Hotel director Wes Anderson, includes 
pastel tones, period lighting and 
stools in a fabric from Kvadrat’s Raf 
Simons collection. 34 Oxford Street, 
Darlinghurst; dellahyde.com.au.

The latest additions to 
the scene include elegant 

dining in Singapore  
and a movie-inspired 

nightspot. Enjoy a drop 
of home-grown gin, too.

Melbourne chef and restaurateur Andrew McConnell 
lets home cooks into the kitchen of his most recent eatery, 
the pan-Asian Supernormal. His book of the same name 
shares recipes and stories, introduces the characters at his 
restaurant and outlines the inspiration behind his food; 
Supernormal (Hardie Grant, $60).

HAVE A GRAND OLD TIME



Search more than 5500 recipes from your favourite 

celebrity chefs, entertaining ideas to be the ultimate host, 

the latest restaurant reviews, hot travel destinations, 

daily food news and more!

VISIT US AT THE NEW

THE DINNER PARTY 
you don't want  to miss



Winning form
AT THE MELBOURNE CUP CARNIVAL, 

HEAD-TURNING STYLE EXTENDED 
BEYOND THE FASHION TO THE 

LEXUS DESIGN PAVILION.

THE LEXUS PRESENTATION at the 2015 Salone del Mobile in 
Milan inspired a ‘Journey of the Senses’ theme at last November’s 
Melbourne Cup Carnival at Flemington, where guests of Lexus 
revelled in scents, tastes, soundscapes and prominent design facets. 

Back in the saddle for a second year, sustainable artist Joost Bakker 
and Mim Design were entrusted with the look of the pavilion, the 
only architecturally delineated marquee in the event’s famous Birdcage. 
This year Bakker covered the three-storey pavilion in rusted recycled 
wire, creating a bird’s-nest-like blanket for the celebrity-rich zone.

The interior comprised thousands of pink tulips hung from the 
ceiling, while vivid, gemstone-like greens were the chosen palette for 
Mim Design. “Flemington calls for taking risks and for being brave,” 
Mim Design director Miriam Fanning said. “We’ve created  
an all-encompassing visual experience to transport the Lexus guests 
beyond the racetrack into a world of state-of-the-art design.” 

Among the installations were a to-scale polystyrene sculpture of 
Lexus’s New Generation RX by Toyota chief designer Nicolas Hogios. 
It provided a fitting backdrop for some of our most talented and 
successful individuals — guests ranged from politician Julie Bishop  
to model Jessica Gomes and racing royalty Kate and Tom Waterhouse. 

Culinary genius Ben Shewry of Attica created a pop-up restaurant 
on the second floor, where punters feasted on a selection of his 
signature dishes — including an entree of pearl meat with sweet-and- 
sour pumpkin-seed oil, a main of saltbush lamb and Maria’s green 
apple for dessert. The fare was delightfully matched with Stags’ Leap 
voignier from California’s Napa Valley and Abel’s Tempest pinot noir 
from closer to home, Tasmania’s Heemskerk label. 

Downstairs in an open kitchen, chef Dan Hong served up such 
classics and new creations as cheeseburger spring rolls and 
dumplings. “This is my first time at the Melbourne Cup,” said Hong. 
“It’s about deliciousness for me. My food isn’t about following 
trends, but just being the best it can be and creating my own style.”

Each year, the Lexus Design Pavilion aspires to capture a complete 
food and design experience. This year, once again, it excelled.  VL

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP LEFT: Attica’s pop-up restaurant 
featured artist Joost Bakker’s magic touch; a detail of the tables; 

German artist Andreas Nicolas Fischer’s Schwarm IV Grün  
filled the walls; Bakker (left) and Attica chef Ben Shewry; model 

Jessica Gomes poses in front of a polystyrene sculpture of the Lexus  
New Generation RX; the exterior took on an other-worldly form.
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“Flemington calls 
for taking risks and 

for being brave”

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP 
LEFT: The Lexus Pavilion was the 
ideal place to toast your winnings; 
foreign affairs minister Julie Bishop 
and partner David Panton; Lexus 
ambassador Kate Waterhouse is no 
stranger to success at the Melbourne 
Cup Carnival, on or off the track; 
welcome to the Birdcage; fashion 
illustrator Megan Hess; Mim Design’s 
palette focused on green, whether it 
was natural in the shape of hanging 
tulip foliage or tonal adventures in the 
second-level bar and seating areas.
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Taking  
the stage
The winners of the  
Vogue Living Alessi  
Design Prize 2015 are 
announced in Sydney.

CLOCKWISE, FROM TOP 
LEFT: Special guest Alberto Alessi 

(right) presents Adam Goodrum with 
his prize; Emerging Designer Prize 

winner René Linssen; Vogue Living 
editor-in-chief Neale Whitaker  

with David Jones’s Donna Player;  
the colourful On Seven space;  

Whitaker reveals the winners;  
(from left) Barbara Elizabeth, 

Alexander Lotersztain and Belinda 
Ihl; Tina and Andrew Aloisio. 

FROM TOP: Team Alessi — (from 
left) Alberto Alessi, Luca Alessi, Anne 
Sullivan, Nadia Bayfield, Gabriella 
Woodward and Ben Buchan; the two 
winners. BOTTOM, FROM FAR 
LEFT: Guests didn’t celebrate on an 
empty stomach; Vogue Living’s Zoe 
Meere (left) with Heleena Trahanas; 
Alessi with wife Laura and daughter 
Emma; flowers from Seed Flora.

A GRAND PRIZE  deserves a grand celebration, 
and the On Seven event space at David Jones’s 
Elizabeth Street flagship store in Sydney lit 
up for the announcement of the Vogue Living 
Alessi Design Prize winners. 

Alberto Alessi, president of Alessi, joined 
Vogue Living editor-in-chief Neale Whitaker 
in naming Sydney designer Adam Goodrum 
the recipient of the main prize for his micro-
cast stainless-steel ‘Nest’ egg cup — while 
young Canberra designer René Linssen’s 
clever, seedpod-inspired ‘Pod’ spice grinder 
won him the Emerging Designer Prize.

Both now have the opportunity to pitch 
their designs to Alessi at the company’s Milan 
headquarters, with the potential to become 
part of the Alessi catalogue.

The who’s who of Australia’s design industry 
turned out to applaud their achievement and 
wish them the best in their endeavours. This 
may still be only one step of a long journey… 
but what a step to be able to take!  VL
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CANVAS & GLASS FRAMED ART PRINTS, CUSHIONS & RUGS // www.urbanroad.com.au 

Designer manufacturers 
of the finest custom made 

upholstered furniture

Classic Furnishings Australia

Factory 7, 1625 Main Road 
Research VIC 3095

03 9439 2441

www.classicfurnishings.com.au 
sales@classicfurnishings.com.au
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NEW

SHOWROOM 

NOW OPEN!

Pilsbury Sofa shown  

in Ingrid Collection  

by Warwick Fabrics

MADE BY HAND IN AMERICA BY HICKORY CHAIR CO.
Exclusive in Australia to

FURNITURE, LIGHTING AND ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE FOR IMMEDIATE DELIVERY

80 O’Riordan Street, Alexandria        Open Monday to Saturday 10am to 5pm & Sunday 11am to 4pm
P: 02 9667 4415        Website: laurakincade.com
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 Introducing the exclusive new artwork 

collection, curated by Australia’s 

favourite design duo, in collaboration 

with United Artworks. Available now 

from www.alisaandlysandra.com.au

ZAKAY GLASS CREATIONS GALLERY 
BANGALOW NSW  
In the hinterland of Byron Bay.  

Ph: 1300 859 291  
E: info@zakayglasscreations.com

www.zakayglasscreations.com

Now Showing Award Winning Artists:
Noel Hart - glass blowing
Avital Sheffer - ceramics
Suvira McDonald - ceramics
and other local artisans

Contemporary Luminary Sculptures
by artisan Asaf Zakay

GLASS CREATIONS

ZAKAY
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ARTISTS & GALLERIES

art. by jac clark  www.morabon.com.au 

podandpod.com.au
original art printsSYDNEY, AUSTRALIA

www.rubyjacksonart.com.au

AWARD WINNING ART

www.sophiehaythornthwaite.com.au
sophie_hay@hotmail.com  Ph: 0432 611 976

Portraits on Commission
classic, timeless and beautiful paintings

Without
Pier Gallery
Showing Paintings,
works on paper,
glass, sculpture,
limited edition prints.

320 Bay Rd Cheltenham
� Phone: 9583 7577
� www.withoutpier.com.au

� Art Exhibition at Coolart Homestead
� 7 – 26 January 10am – 4pm daily
� Coolart Homestead Lord Somers Rd

Somers Victoria 3927

JENI ROBERTSON

mobile: 0417 453 272   
jeni.robertson@bigpond.com

“I love the way the darkness captures  
the light and the intensity of the reflections. 

The mystery of the dark silhouettes  
constantly moving changing the light,  

evocating fear at the same time. 

I try to be unique in my work. Some of my 
works are inspired by photographic images 
construed to suit me, others are purely from 

my imagination from past interactions of 
what was happening at the time.”
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HOME, ART & PRESTIGE TRAVEL

CLASSIC MODERN TABLES
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CLASSIC MODERN TABLES
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1300 894 648   info@urbansensations.com.au

www.urbansensations.com.au

We love renovating & refurbishing
Melbourne’s Investment Property

Renovation Specialists

Phone: (07) 4088 6699

www.missionbeachholidays.com.au

ULTIMATE SHADE EXPERIENCE
www.parterre.com.au

Syd: 02 9310 7400

Melb: 03 9576 3022

info@italyfrancevacances.com
(0)8 9228 1160

ww

Private Tours and Holidays by Design

V A C A N C E S

Italy France

www.frenchaccent.com.au

634 Willoughby Rd, Willoughby, NSW 2068 Tel 02 9958 6099 

Eclectic French and European  
homewares and vintage finds
www.frenchcargo.com.au

T: 0419 367 378  Launceston Tas 7250

lifestyle

SSSSSh
h

RIVERSDALE ESTATE 
Cellar Door & The French Bistro

Visit the PETER RABBITTM GARDEN

RIVERSDALE
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Discover a truly unique French experience, mouth-
watering food, wine to match and spectacular 
water views, only 18 mins from Hobart. Opening 
December 2015. Monday to Sunday: 10am – 5pm

P: 0408 203 124 222 Denholms Road Cambridge Tas
info@riversdaleestate.com.au
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www.eurobath.com.au

eurobath.com.au is a direct importer of 

designer, stone composite baths and basins.  

Cut out the middleman and buy direct.  

We deliver Australia-wide.

�ŶŐŝŶĞĞƌĞĚ�ĨƌŽŵ�Ă�ďůĞŶĚ�ŽĨ�/ƚĂůŝĂŶ�ĂĞƐƚŚĞƟĐƐ��'ĞƌŵĂŶ 

ƐƉĞĐŝĮĐĂƟŽŶƐ��ϳϬй�ĐƌƵƐŚĞĚ�ůŝŵĞƐƚŽŶĞ��ϯϬй�ƌĞƐŝŶ��

�ƌŝƟƐŚ�ƉŝŐŵĞŶƚƐ�ĂŶĚ��ƵƚĐŚ�ƉƌŽƉƌŝĞƚĂƌǇ�ĂĚĚŝƟǀĞƐ�� 

ƚŚĞŶ�ŚĂŶĚ�ĮŶŝƐŚĞĚ�ŝŶ�Ă�ŵŽĚĞƌŶ��ƐŝĂŶ�ĨĂĐƚŽƌǇ!

602 High St, Prahran

T (03) 9533 6422

.au
GAUDION

MM lb

Craftsman built  

furniture,   
client inspired, specialising  

in European design.

HOME & INTERIORS 



POSTSCRIPT
Summer is the perfect time to freshen up your space. 

Here’s a look at the latest interiors ranges. 

BILLI Enjoy boiling, chilled or sparkling filtered water  

all from one sleek tap, thanks to the Billi ‘Aqua Genius’. The tap  

is easy to install and you can choose from a range of colours and  

handcrafted finishes to suit your kitchen. Visit billi.com.au.

ECO FURNITURE  

Take your entertaining 

outside this summer  

with the chic Nomah 

range. With simple  

shapes, clean lines and  

more than 20 outdoor 

fabrics to choose from,  

you can customise pieces  

to suit your space. For  

more information, visit 

ecooutdoor.com.au. 

FORTY WINKS Make over your bedroom with beautifully  

crafted Australian-made pieces. The Gap range is made from  

blackbutt timber and features variation and contrast in the wood grain, 

letting the character shine through. Visit www.fortywinks.com.au.

FANULI If lack of storage  

is an issue in your home,  

‘The Box’ by Fanuli could be 

the solution you are looking 

for. ‘The Box’ consists of  

a series of wall-mounted 

containers, combining  

a simple, stylish storage unit 

with a full-length mirror.  

This versatile system can be 

arranged to fit in any nook or 

cranny. Visit fanuli.com.au.

APAISER Luxuriate in Apaiser’s stunning ‘Origami’ stone bath. This 

delicate design by Kelly Hoppen draws inspiration from the Japanese art 

of paper folding. Make your bathroom a Zen-like sanctuary with the 

matching freestanding and countertop basin. Visit apaiser.com.au.

DYSON When the temperature soars, Dyson Cool fans produce  

a smooth, powerful airflow to cool you down. They have been  

engineered to be even quieter than the previous generation.  

For more information about the range, visit dyson.com.au/fans.



V O G U E  L I V I N G  P R O M O T I O N

DAVID JONES Add elegance and sophistication to your home  

with Grande Arredo furniture. With meticulous detailing from design  

to completion, the range is crafted from the finest materials in Italy  

and each piece has a fire-stamped seal. Visit davidjones.com.au.

AUSTRAL BRICKS  

Bring some sparkle and shine 

to your house with Allure 

bricks — the stunning new 

metallic addition to the  

Austral Bricks range.  

The luxe collection consists  

of six hues — gold, silver, 

copper, charcoal, black and 

white. This distinctive palette 

was designed to be long-lasting 

and adaptable for a variety  

of contemporary homes.  

For more information  

about the new range, visit 

australbricks.com.au/allure.

DESIGN FURNITURE Inspired by retro Danish style, the ‘Pilsbury’ 

sofa adds a distinctive element to any room. Made in Australia and 

available in a range of fabrics, this elegant piece can be customised to 

reflect your personal style. Visit designfurniture.com.au.

FISHER & PAYKEL  

Enjoy superior wash  

results every time with the 

Fisher & Paykel FabricSmart 

8kg top loader. It features 

12 speciality cycles to choose 

from and a SmartTouch 

control dial for easy use. 

Designed to match Fisher  

& Paykel vented dryers, this 

top loader is available in the 

standard 60cm-wide format  

so you can wash larger  

loads in smaller spaces.  

Visit fisherpaykel.com.

DYSON Twenty years  

on from making bags  

a thing of the past,  

Dyson has revolutionised  

the vacuum cleaner yet again. 

Dyson Cinetic technology 

features 54 oscillating tips that 

are super-efficient at separating 

the microscopic particles that 

typically clog other vacuums, 

which means there’s no loss 

of suction over time. For more 

information on the range,  

visit dysoncinetic.com.au.

WARWICK Add a little natural beauty to your living space with the 

beautiful Axella fabric collection. The tactile material is a blend of 

cotton, linen, polyester and viscose; with five subtle yet contemporary 

colour palettes to choose from. Visit warwick.com.au. 
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Carlos Huber, the architect behind Arquiste 
fragrances, reveals his greatest pleasures.

1. HISTORIC HOUSES AND PALACE MUSEUMS I love the 
history of places like Ham House [pictured], near London; Italian 
villas and palaces; French chateaux and Mexican colonial houses. 
2. WHITE FLOWERS Big, dramatic magnolia, beachy frangipani 
and waxy tuberose. My number one [pictured] is jungly, crisp 
gardenia. 3. THE ART DECO VELVET CANDLE This is my favourite 
of the candles I’ve created so far. The idea was to evoke a spilled 
martini on a velvet banquette. It envelops you in a subtle, soft cloud 
of tobacco and vanilla. 4. THE WORK OF CUBAN ARTIST LESLIE 
SARDINIAS His paintings are beautiful, and his creative process 
is always interesting. It’s all about layers of materials, paint and 
concepts. 5. JAPANESE FOOD From katsu curry and ramen to the 
subtlety of sushi and sashimi, I adore everything about it. I could eat 
it every day. 6. BLACK AND WHITE WEDGWOOD Whenever I find 
a piece in good condition, I buy it. The neoclassical reliefs set against 
matte black look very smart and almost minimal in a crisp interior. 
7. 17TH-CENTURY PORTRAITURE From Poussin to Caravaggio, 
Peter Lely to Velázquez, I especially notice the different fashions 
and styles from country to country. 8. ITALIAN RATIONALIST 
ARCHITECTURE This style really guides my own aesthetic. It has 
such beautiful attention to detail and materials, and the minimal, 
poetic spaces are arresting, especially in the way they contrast with 
touches of classical sculpture. 9. FRIENDS Because I’m constantly 
travelling, and having lived away from my hometown of Mexico 
City for almost 13 years, maintaining connections is important to 
me. When I visit my friends at home, it’s as if time hasn’t passed. 
And my friends in New York have become like family. 10. SUMMER 
WEEKENDS IN NYC I love all the plans that pop up with friends: 
trips to the beach, fun dance parties like Mister Sunday in Brooklyn, 
and just great energy. New Yorkers really let their hair down when 
the heat strikes. It’s the best way to cope!  VL

Visit arquiste.com.
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PASSIONS

176 VOGUELIVING.COM.AU






