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NICK ROBERTS
EDITOR-IN-CHIEF

Well done you. You’ve taken the first step in adding 42% more 
entertainment to your life, you’ve bought a copy of Geeky 
Monkey magazine. We’re not a sci-fi rag, we’re not a 
blockbuster movies website spin-off, we’re all about being a 
geek, and being proud! Inside our pages you will find an 
eclectic mix of film, television, videogames and retro pop 
culture, the like of which you can only find right here. It’s 
great to have you along for the ride – tell your friends!

We’re celebrating strong women this issue, starting with 
our cover tribute to the Wonder Woman we all remember 
fondly from the endless reruns of the 70s TV series – Lynda 
Carter. Our own geeky Wonder Woman Claire Lim explores 
the super hero’s origins from the 1941 All Star Comics issue 
where she first appeared, through to the new DC Comics 
movie premiering 2 June.

We chat with Peter Capaldi about the tenth series of 
Doctor Who that is streaming now on BBC iPlayer before he 
regenerates into someone new, we have been rewatching Tim 
Burton’s geeky back catalogue to decide which of his movies 
are the most Burtonesque, and our Time Machine takes you 
back to 1990. A time of the SEGA Mega Drive, Arnie in Total 
Recall and Phil Collins on the jukebox.

The team here at Geeky Monkey Towers truly hope you 
love what we do. If you do, drop us a line at geekymonkey@
uncookedmedia.com and let us know, remembering to tell 
all of of your geeky mates to buy a copy. If you don’t. Well, 
then keep it to yourself. Enjoy! 

W E L C O M E …

GARETH COWLIN
University lecturer by day, cartoonist by 
night, Gareth is a Back to the Future 
aficionado, chocolate enthusiast and fan 
of all things Calvin & Hobbes.

SEBASTIAN WILLIAMSON
While most people would turn away 
from a dark alleyway or eerie forest, 
Sebastian goes skipping on ahead with a 
thirst for horror. Weirdo.

JOHN HOULIHAN
Writer, game designer, sci-fi, fantasy 
and horror lover, author of the Seraph 
books and ex-boss of CVG – it’s His 
Houliness Mr Houlihan.

MARK NEWBOLD
Mark is a Star Wars journalist. When he’s 
not talking or writing about Star Wars he 
can be found sleeping, where he’ll 
probably be dreaming about Star Wars.

JEM ROBERTS
Jem is an author, storyteller, comedy 
historian, performer and magazine man, 
with official books on Blackadder and 
Douglas Adams.

ROB BURMAN
Determined to get his family to play 
something other than Cluedo at 
Christmas, Rob is on a constant hunt to 
discover great board games.

MICHAEL CAMPBELL
Film enthusiast, horror hound, beard 
aficionado. Comic book junkie Michael is 
also an experienced professional 
wrestling journalist.

CHRIS HALLAM
An oversized, bearded, lumbering figure, 
freelance writer Chris has produced half 
a dozen books and tons of features and 
reviews in the last decade.

CLAIRE LIM
Music PR by day and mega geek at all 
other times, Claire has a penchant for 
anything comic books, robots, space 
and super heroes.

C O N T R I B U T O R S

JONATHAN CLEMENTS
Jonathan Clements’ latest book is 
Christ’s Samurai: The True Story of the 
Shimabara Rebellion, all about teenage 
sorcerers. Because… Japan.
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WO N D E R
WO M A N
A  HER O  FOR  A L L  AG E S

WITH OVER 70 YEARS OF HISTORY UNDER HER BELT, DIANA PRINCE AKA WONDER WOMAN 
FINALLY MADE HER LIVE ACTION MOVIE DEBUT IN 2016’S BATMAN V SUPERMAN: DAWN OF 
JUSTICE. GAL GADOT’S PERFORMANCE WAS PRAISED, BUT WITH HER SOLO FILM DEBUTING 
THIS YEAR, SHE STILL HAS A LOT TO PROVE. REPRESENTING LIBERTY, FREEDOM, LOVE AND 
STRENGTH IN TURBULENT SOCIAL AND POLITICAL TIMES, IT FEELS LIKE THE PERFECT MOMENT 
FOR WONDER WOMAN TO MAKE HER MARK.

 
onder Woman debuted in All Star 
Comics #8 in December 1941 as part of 
the Justice Society of America, later 
gaining her own series in Sensation 
Comics. That year, the world was in the 
throws of World War II; Britain and 
America declared war on Japan after a 
fierce Japanese onslaught at Pearl 
Harbour, shortly after Germany 
declared war on Japan and Franklin D. 

Roosevelt was the President of the United 
States of America. 
It had been two years since Superman had 

made his debut in 1939 in All Star Comics #1 and Batman 
that same year in Detective Comics #27 – fans were in the 

mood for super heroes, caped crusaders who reminded them of 
hope. However, in a world of violence, comics followed suit, often 

depicting the same alongside sexism and inequality. However, Wonder 
Woman was an unconventional addition to the world of heroes; writer 
and psychologist Dr. William Moulton Marston was intent on creating a 
different type of hero that used love instead of brute force, and it was 
Marston’s wife, Elizabeth Holloway, who suggested his new creation 
should be female. The rest is history.

Marston, his wife and his mistress Olive Byrne lived together in a 
polyamorous relationship, and in 1939, Marsten wrote in a magazine essay, 
“why not get rid of costly prejudices that hold you back?” He believed that 
“tolerant people are the happiest” and the three lived in peace together, 
both woman baring two children each to Marsten with Byrne looking after 
the children whilst Holloway went to work. Byrne’s mother Ethel opened 
the first birth-control clinic in the US and was arrested for illegal 
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The Wonder Woman of pop culture

Words: CLAIRE LIM

7www.geekymonkey.tv
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“A FEMALE SUPER HERO STEEPED 
IN TRADITION BUT WITH A 
FEMINIST SLANT”
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distribution of contraception, and Marsten had created an 
unconventional lifestyle, surrounded by strong women; they conducted 
their lives with a freedom that was unheard of at that time

Bucking the trend with Wonder Woman, Marsten created a female 
super hero steeped in tradition but with a feminist slant that would not 
conform to the overbearing masculinity of the heroes of the time. Her 
roots were steeped in Greek mythology, she was physically strong but 
it was her inner strength and capacity for love that stood her apart.

Sculpted from clay by her mother, Queen Hippolyta, she was 
originally given life by Athena and gifts by the Gods. Over the years 
though, she has had many reincarnations from the Golden Age era of 
comics as an Amazonian champion, where she returns to “man’s 
world” to help bring an end to World War II, after discovering US 
intelligence officer Steve Trevor washed up on her island’s shores, all 
the way to the short-lived 70s TV show starring Lynda Carter and now 
as a modern live action hero.

Although Marsten’s partner Byrne is often referenced as being the 
real inspiration behind the character, mainly in her looks, Moulton’s 
wife Elizabeth contributed to many of the character’s signature 
exclamations such as “Suffering Sapho” and “Great Hera.” Surrounded 
by two strong and inspiring woman, it’s likely Moulton amalgamated 
elements of both of their characters to create what would become one 
of comics strongest feminist icons of our time, appealing to both men 
and women who believed in a purer kind of liberty and justice.

s we look through the eras of 
this heroine, Wonder Woman’s 
Golden Age outing eventually 
saw her join the Justice Society 
of America as their secretary. It 
was a downgrade as far as 
Marston was concerned, his 
strong, elegant and all-powerful 
female super hero, reduced to a 
conventional female trope in 

A
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A

comics. During comics’ Silver Age, however, writer Robert Kanigher 
gave the character an overhaul and returned her to her mythological 
roots, but at the tail end of the 60s, under Mike Sekowsky, there was a 
change in pace. Diana Prince would remain in “man’s world” but she 
would have to give up her powers, she opened a mod boutique and 
took on a Chinese mentor called I Ching who taught her martial arts 
and weaponry skills. Sekowsky was heavily influenced by British TV 
show The Avengers; Diana was less of a goddess now and more 
undercover spy, with Sekowsky’s Wonder Woman showcasing big 60s 
hair, styled in slinky cat suits and colourful jumpsuits like The 
Avengers’ Emma Peel, played by Diana Rigg at the time.

As a new decade dawned, Wonder Woman was given another 
makeover and a fresh start in the 70s as a member of the Justice 
League of America, plus she had her own title, returning to the World 
War II era she had originally come from. Despite bringing Diana 
Prince into the 70s after the popularity of the TV show, there was a 
decline in sales from 1985 and the comic series was eventually 
cancelled and ended with #329 in February 1986 with writer Gerry 
Conway ending with Diana’s marriage to Steve Trevor.

By the mid 80s, DC Comics sought to bring more continuity 
to the universe with 1985’s Crisis on Infinite Earths. 
Following this, George Pérez, Len Wein and Greg Potter 
gave the character an overhaul. Wonder Woman was a 
bringer of peace to the outside world and Pérez 
brought a lot more Greek mythos to the character. 
Over the years, J. Michael Straczynski, Jim Lee 
and Phil Hester all brought their own slant 
on the character and in 2011, Brian 
Azzarello and Cliff Chian were brought 
on board for DC’s New 52 relaunch. 
They ditched the origin story 
where Diana is made from clay 
and instead is the daughter of 
Queen Hippolyta and 
Zeus, sporting a more 
traditional look.

In 2016, DC relaunched its entire line again with DC Rebirth. 
Although Wonder Woman’s sexuality has, until now, remained 
ambiguous, writer Greg Rucka stated that she is canonically bisexual 
concluding that, logically, she would only have been exposed to same-
sex relationships growing up on an island of women on Themyscira. 
Actress Gal Gadot welcomed this change in the comics but there was a 
backlash from fans. That year, Grant Morrison had written Wonder 
Woman as having many female lovers in the non-canonical Wonder 
Woman: Earth One and she officiated a same-sex wedding in Sensation 
Comics #48, where she exclaims to Superman: “To us it’s not ‘gay’ 
marriage. It’s just marriage.” From fighter of liberty to the leading 
light of equality, Wonder Woman continues to be a hero for everyone.

 

here were several attempts to 
bring Wonder Woman to the 
small screen before Lynda 
Carter donned the famous red, 
gold and blue star-spangled 
outfit in 1975. In 1967, a five 
minute pilot called ‘Who’s 
Afraid of Diana Prince?’ was 
created with the aim to bring a 
new slant to the Wonder Woman 

story. Diana Prince (Ellie Wood 
Walker) was depicted as a mousy, 

awkward single woman in her late 
twenties, living with her overbearing mother 

near a US Air Force base, who mostly berated her for 
being single. The pilot fell somewhere between the camp 

vibe of the 60s Batman TV show and Bewitched, but didn’t 
quite hit the mark. When Diana transforms into Wonder Woman 

(Linda Harrison), she admires herself in front of the mirror to the 
track ‘Oh, You Beautiful Doll’ before exiting skyward in comedic 
fashion. It’s miles away from Moulton’s original creation and, suffice 
to say, the show wasn’t developed further.

T
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Seven years later and another attempt was made to bring Wonder 
Woman to TV audiences in the form of the 1974 TV movie simply titled 
‘Wonder Woman’. There were many notable differences to the 
character. Wonder Woman’s raven locks were missing, with blonde 
actress Cathy Lee Crosby in the lead role. The star-spangled shorts were 
replaced for a more demure red and blue ski-jacket, tights and boots. 
The pilot was intended for a proper series run on ABC and had many 
comparisons with Wonder Woman’s Silver Age incarnation in the 
comics. The TV movie also coincided with the British TV series The 
Avengers, with Diana Prince as an assistant to government agent Steve 
Trevor. The show was more spy thriller, espionage focussed and, again, 
far removed from Wonder Woman’s origins. It would be a year later 
that Wonder Woman would properly make her mark on TV audiences.

ynda Carter is one of the most 
famous incarnations of the 
character on screen. By 1975, 
24-year-old Carter had a 
handful of minor TV roles and 
was 1972’s Miss World USA. 
After an intensive search to find 
the perfect Wonder Woman 
(beating 2,000 candidates), 
Carter signed up for the role. She 

was almost broke at the time, with 
only $25 left in her bank account, but it 

would catapult her to become one of TV’s 
most recognisable faces, as synonymous with the 

character as Adam West was with Batman.
Lyle Waggoner was cast as Steve Trevor, considered a 

pin-up at the time after a shoot with Playgirl. He was originally 
considered for the role of Batman until Adam West signed on and 

Waggoner’s dark, swarthy looks were quite different from his blonde 
comic book counterpart.

Wonder Woman’s first season took inspiration from its Golden Age 
era roots, set in 1942 amidst World War II. The show explored some of 
her origins on Paradise Island as she finds Steve Trevor washed upon 
the island’s shores. Diana is an Amazonian princess who wins the right 
to take Steve back to America. First posing as a nurse, she eventually 
assumes the secret identify of Yeoman First Class Diana Prince.

The opening titles of the first season and the unforgettable music 
were a fun reminder of Wonder Woman’s status as one of America’s 
most iconic pop culture icons. Carter injected a lot of herself into the 
role, fighting against the TV execs who wanted to “dumb down” the 
character’s alter ego, creating Wonder Woman’s famous TV spin, and 
she got her hands dirty with some of the stunts, including hanging 
from a flying helicopter in the season two episode ‘Anschluss 77’ 
because she found the idea of a male stuntman hired for a female role 
ridiculous. Carter got into trouble for performing the stunt, but it led 
the way for a female stunt double to be hired thereafter. 

The first season of the show was a little camp in places, but this 
element was dropped in the second and third seasons when the show 
switched networks and the series was renamed The New Adventures of 
Wonder Woman. Carter was on board with the idea that the show was 
a little more serious and set in the modern era, with a leap forward into 
the 70s; this meant that Steve Trevor had died in the 35-year interim 
but Waggoner stayed on to play Trevor’s son Steve Jr.

There were many fan-pleasing moments throughout the series – 
Paradise Island, Wonder Woman’s Invisible Plane, her Bracelets of 
Submission and the complete separation from the damsel in distress 
trope, which is what creator Marsten always intended. Carter’s Wonder 
Woman was a strong female role model that both men and women 
could respect.

During the third season the show began to win appeal from a 
younger audience, featuring Wonder Woman skateboarding, riding 

L

The first Wonder Woman on film was 
Cathy Lee Crosby in 1974. Warner Bros 
and ABC developed the made-for-TV 
pilot film, hoping to be picked up to a 
series, but that didn’t happen.
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“LYNDA CARTER 
IS ONE OF THE 
MOST FAMOUS 
INCARNATIONS 
OF THE 
CHARACTER        
ON SCREEN”
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WONDER FACTS
SO WHAT MAKES WONDER WOMAN 
SO… WONDERFUL? WELL HERE ARE 
FIVE REASONS YOU WON’T FIND ON 
ANOTHER SUPER HERO’S RESUME…

[1976]

HOLD ON TO YOUR BRACELETS!    

 Said to be made from the remains to 
Zeus’ shield, Wonder Woman’s bracelets 
often aid her in battle, adding to her 
great power. However, in DC’s New 52, 
she takes her bracelets off to fight a 
god, stating they keep her power in 
check, so she may be even more mighty 
than we think.

[1976]

HOLY TIARA!    

 The tiara isn’t just a fashion accessory; 
as well as her Indestructible Bracelets, 
Lasso of Truth and Invisible Plane, 
Diana’s tiara is a weapon and can 
be used as a projectile to knock out 
enemies or trip them up, like a Wonder-
powered boomerang. The tiara is also 
razor sharp!
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Wonder Woman would again 
appear in a one-off movie 
in 2009, is was the fourth of 
the DC Universe Animated 
Original Movies.

[1976]

THE LASSO OF TRUTH    

 Also known as the Magic Lasso or 
Golden Lasso and anyone caught in 
its snare is compelled to tell the truth. 
Creator William Moulton Marston was 
also credited with creating the lie 
detector, but this seemingly had nothing 
to do with the lasso’s creation and was 
an allegory for feminine charm.

[1976]

SUPER PETS    

 In the comics, Wonder Woman has her 
very own kangaroo sidekick. The Kangas 
are a fictional species of kangaroo 
brought to Paradise Island by a tribe 
of Amazons called the Sky Riders of 
Nebulosa, the Amazons were first 
shown riding kangaroos in Sensation 
Comics #6.

[1976]

FRIENDS WITH THE ANIMALS    

 Not only is she all-powerful, but she 
is one with nature as well. Diana 
also has the power to telepathically 
communicate with animals – a gift given 
to her by Artemis, goddess of the hunt. 
So that makes her just as powerful as 
Superman with the ability to talk to 
fauna as well!

Chyna expressed an interest, but the studio weren’t yet happy with 
the script. In 2005, Joss Whedon was on board to write and direct 
the film but being busy with Serenity meant he left the project in 
2007 and it wasn’t until 2010 that Warner Bros officially announced 
that the film was in development, along with The Flash and 
Aquaman, as the studio made their own steps towards a DC 
Cinematic Universe, similar to the Marvel Cinematic Universe, 
which started with 2008’s Iron Man. Searching for a female director 
was pivotal to bringing Wonder Woman to life, just as important as 
casting the lead, and eventually Patty Jenkins was signed up to 
direct in 2015. When the film is eventually released this summer, 
Jenkins will be the first female director to helm a super hero film 
with a female protagonist.

When Gal Gadot’s first appearance as Wonder Woman surfaced 
online in the form of a promotional image it was a step away from 
her last on-screen incarnation. The bright red, blue and gold was 
toned down, as Superman’s costume had been, in keeping with 
director Zack Snyder’s vision in 2013’s Man of Steel. Wonder Woman 
was warrior-like – she looked fierce, wielding a sword, ready for 
battle, her outfit and stance reminiscent of Xena: Warrior Princess. 
There was tremendous pressure riding on Gadot’s shoulders to 
bring this character to life; bringing over 70 years of history to 
modern cinemagoers, some who may not even be familiar with the 
character at all.

When Gadot’s live action debut as Wonder Woman finally 
arrived in 2016’s Batman v Superman: Dawn of Justice, she was 

motorbikes and 70s teen pop idol Leif Garrett even starred in an episode. 
However, despite CBS’s attempts to keep the show relevant, they 
decided to focus on The Incredible Hulk and The Dukes of Hazzard and 
no further seasons were planned after the ratings slump. Although the 
show only lasted for three seasons, it remained a pop culture staple for 
decades and Lynda Carter will still always be the only Wonder Woman 
in some fans’ hearts. She paved the way for strong female characters to 
be seen and heard on television, relying on inner strength and 
intelligence, not just her beauty – faithful to creator Marsten’s vision. It 
would be many years before another attempt would be made to bring 
the character to life in live action again. In 2011, NBC created a pilot for 
a TV series, headed by Adrienne Palicki, but it was never picked up and 
around that time there were rumours that various DC properties were 
in the works as prospective films, including Wonder Woman.

eveloping a cinematic version 
of Wonder Woman began just 
over two decades ago in 1996. A 
rising star at the time, hot from 
her success in Speed a few 
years earlier, Sandra Bullock’s 
name had been thrown into the 
ring. Bullock was eventually 
approached in 2001 and around 
that time even WWE wrestler 
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Director Patty Jenkins gives 
Gal Gadot some shield advice 
on the set of Wonder Woman.

“THE COMBINATION OF JENKINS 
AT THE HELM OF THE FILM AND 
GADOT AS ONE OF DC’S MOST 
POWERFUL SUPER HEROES IS A 
FORMIDABLE ONE”

Chris Pine as the new-look 
Captain Steve Trevor goes 

for a walk in the woods with 
Wonder Woman.
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praised for bringing the graceful, elegant warrior to life and amongst 
the mixed reviews, she was the movie’s shining light. A lot has been 
said about Wonder Woman being the first female led super hero 
movie since 2005’s Elektra, but Patty Jenkins’ Wonder Woman moves 
beyond the confines of its super hero roots, she has often said that this 
will be a “straight-up origin story” but with universal appeal. “It 
doesn’t matter if it’s a dog, or a woman, or a person from another 
country, it’s about the story you’re telling,” she told Blastr.

The movie will be framed by the present as Diana delves into her 
past via a flashback, exploring her origins. On the island of 
Themyscira, young Diana, daughter of Queen Hippolyta (Connie 
Nelson) is trained in secret by her aunt, General Antiope (Robin 
Wright). However, it’s not just Diana’s origins that are explored but 
also the Amazons, Zeus and Ares and the Amazons’ reasons for 
remaining hidden from mankind.

Instead of returning to Wonder Woman’s WWII roots, the 
decision was made to set the film in 1918 during WWI, the world’s 
first mechanised war. Steve Trevor (Chris Pine) finds himself washed 
ashore, Themyrscira and Diana make the decision to return with 
Trevor to bring an early end to the war. 

When Wonder Woman bursts into life, fighting alongside 
Superman and Batman, she’s already a self-assured warrior and has 
been living amongst the world of men for a very long time, but her 
solo film will tell the story of a naive young woman, trying to carve 
her place in the world; she has been raised as the only child on the 
island and has a pure sense of spirit, unsullied by mankind’s cruelty.

As a young actress, when Gadot first started meeting producers 
and directors in Hollywood, it was always her intention to “show 
the stronger side of women,” she told Collider. “She [Wonder 
Woman] has the heart of a human being, power of a goddess and a 
very wise brain.”

Gadot trained hard for the role, the sheer physicality though 
was something she’s said to have enjoyed, taking it in her stride 
combining sword training, martial arts, boxing and a mix of 
fighting styles. In her early twenties, she had already enlisted as a 
soldier in the Israeli army, where she trained hard for three-months 
in a boot camp to eventually become a combat trainer. She is used to 
the brutal physicality, discipline and sheer will that is expected 
from the military.

Meanwhile, Patty Jenkins’ Monster (2003) had already been 
critically acclaimed, but despite being lauded as a dark, gritty 
director, Jenkins had already been making super hero shorts and was 
in the running for the director’s chair on Thor: The Dark World. She’s 
the perfect fit as director for a Wonder Woman movie, someone who 
understands a character driven arc but is already familiar with the 
world of super heroes. 

The combination of Jenkins at the helm of the film and Gadot as 
one of DC’s most powerful super heroes is a formidable one that has 
us excited here at Geeky Monkey Towers. Jenkins is gently steering 
away from the film just being a conversation about a female super 
hero and a representation of feminism in 2017, Wonder Woman 
embodies these aspects but she is much more than this – she’s a hero 
for all ages, all genders, orientations and races. Wonder Woman’s 
origin story is a coming of age tale about a person who’s at odds with 
the world but who grows to become more than the sum of their 
parts. Jenkins’ interpretation of the character harks right back to 
her roots – a representation of purity, justice, strength and love in a 
world at war. An icon that feels more relevant than ever, one we can 
all root for. GM

The latest incarnation of Wonder Woman premieres in cinemas from 
Warner Bros on 2 June.
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I T ’ S  G E T T I N G  C O L D …
WINTER IS ALMOST UPON US AS SHOWRUNNERS AND CAST TEASE SEASON 7

 Game of Thrones returns to our screens on 16 July courtesy of 
HBO and Sky, and it’s one of the most anticipated television 
show premieres of the year. Disappointingly, season seven will 

only feature seven episodes in total according to HBO. And given that 
season eight is rumoured to only run for six episodes, it seems like 
Game of Thrones will be ramping up for a huge showdown, or two. 
With the ending of season six setting up a few major players all vying 
for the Iron Throne – we’re bound to see a Clash of Kings. Or should 
that be Queens? After all, Daenerys and Cersei are both on the 
warpath. Regardless, make sure to expect the unexpected with the 
latest instalment.

The unexpected includes some surprise cameo appearances from 
very well-known faces. During a panel at the SXSW film and TV 
industry festival last month showrunners David Benioff and D. B. 
Weiss revealed that singer/songwriter Ed Sheeran would be making 
an appearance on the show. “We knew that Maisie was a big fan of Ed 
Sheeran,” Benioff commented, “and for years we’ve been trying to get 

him on the show so we can surprise Maisie. This year we finally did 
it!” Although there’s no confirmation as to which episode Sheeran 
will appear, he knows how he’ll be involved. In a recent interview 
with Comicbook.com he stated, “I do know which role I am going to 
play. I don’t die in it, I don’t die,” also adding, “I’m only in it for like 
five minutes.”

The showrunners definitely know how to keep fans hungry for 
Game of Thrones, most recently they dropped a teaser for the latest 
season online. The minute and a half long clip focused on Daenerys, 
Cersei and Jon Snow as they all walk to their respective thrones. 
Accompanied by the classic track Sit Down by James, the teaser ends 
with the electric blue eye of a White Walker. We can’t wait to see 
more of the White Walkers in action.

With this new season going so far off the page of George R. R. 
Martin’s A Song of Ice and Fire that it’s mainly original material, it’s 
going to be gripping TV to see where our favourite characters end up. 
Place your bets everyone, who will get the Iron Throne? GM
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MORE HUMANS
After the dramatic season two 
finale, Humans is returning for a 
third outing. AMC and Channel 4 
recognised the series had become 
a hit with audiences, so continuing 
the story was clearly a no-brainer. 
Sam Vincent and Jonathan Brackley, 
creators of the show, are excited for 
fans to see what they’ve got in store, 
“We’re thrilled to be continuing 
this story! The Humans audience 
will know that the end of series two 
changed everything. We can’t wait 
to bring this new world to life.” The 
series begins filming in the autumn, 
aiming for a 2018 release date. After 
the cliffhanger ending of season two 
some fans might be disappointed at 
the wait to see the impact on the rest 
of the world, but given how excited 
the creators are, it sounds like season 
three will be worth the wait. 

NEW NARUTO GAMES
Fans of Naruto, rejoice. Bandai Namco 
is bringing Shippuden: Ultimate 
Ninja Storm Legacy to the PS4, Xbox 
One and PC this autumn. The game 
collects all four remastered Ninja 
Storm titles in a metal case that also 
includes a bonus anime disc and a 
Naruto artbook. Alongside this, they 
are also releasing a trilogy edition of 
the first three Ninja Storm titles which 
will launch digitally at the same time 
as Legacy. The two titles will have 
enhanced graphics and be in 1080p. 
This could be a brilliant nostalgic dive 
back into the world of Naruto. 

HUMANS

Continuing his father’s legacy, Adam Hargreaves, the son 
of legendary Mr Men creator Roger Hargreaves, has kept 
the quirky books alive and developing far beyond what his 
dad imagined. The latest direction follows in the tradition of 
great geeky mash-ups from Alien Vs Predator to Marvel Vs 
Capcom – Mr Men Vs Doctor Who! There are four books on 
their way with Mr Men versions of Doctors one, four, eleven 
and twelve. Adam Hargreaves was on hand himself at the 
Doctor Who Experience in Cardiff to launch the range, along 
with a unique set of Doctor Who merchandise. Perfect timing 
for season ten to get our Doctor Who appetite raging again.

MR DOCTOR?

THE MASTER RETURNS TO DOCTOR WHO

Yes, you read that right. Whilst Michelle Gomez currently portrays Missy, a later regeneration 
of The Master, John Simm is returning to the role. It looks like the two will be facing off against 
each other. Simm commented on his return to Doctor Who, “I can confirm that it’s true, thanks 
to the power of time travel I’m back. It’s always a pleasure to work with this great team of people 
and I can’t wait for you all to see what The Master gets up to in the next series.” Simm hasn’t 
appeared on the long-running science fiction show since 2010, so his return will surely be one 
that fans can look forward to.

Steven Moffat, writer and producer of Doctor Who, stated that, “Nothing stays secret for 
long on Doctor Who, but you’ll have to wait a little bit longer to see exactly what The Master 
is up to and how he makes his return to face The Doctor. It’s been a huge pleasure to have fan 
favourites John Simm and Michelle Gomez face-to-face in the same role! It’s not often you get to 
see a solo personality clash.” The Master Vs The Master certainly sounds like something to keep 
an eye on. The latest series of Doctor Who started on 15 April on BBC One with the first episode 
titled ‘The Pilot’. This farewell series to Peter Capaldi  will bring classic villains back to our 
screens like the Daleks, the Ice Warriors and most intriguing of all… the Mondasian Cybermen. 
Read our interview with Peter over the page.

SCI-FI WISDOM

“If you think this Universe is bad, you should see 
some of the others.”

P H I L I P  K .  D I C K
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 I t may not have the holistic quaintness of 
Cambridge, but Oxford has one slight edge over 
its Oxbridge rival – the sheer proximity to old 

London town, which has convinced generations 
of metropolitan TV and filmmakers to pop across 
to the county any time they need a handy rural 
or archaic location for their epic productions. 

The city itself, which of course inspired 
the madness of Alice in Wonderland (but sadly 
failed to appear in Tim Burton’s 2010 movie), 
has a long list of movie credits – while titles 
like The Oxford Murders (2008) are obvious, 
the medieval locales of the University’s colleges 
have provided the backdrop for a host of 
fantastical films – like the ground-breaking 
stained glass knight sequence in Young Sherlock 
Holmes (1985) as well as Guy Ritchie’s grown up 
Sherlock Holmes movies and of course, endless 
bits and pieces of the numerous Harry Potter 
movies were fimed there – there’s a corner of 
Hogwarts wherever you turn. In X-Men First 
Class (2011), young Professor X is also an Oxford 
student, and as the film was made in Pinewood, 
they plumped for the real place for all the 
university scenes. Away from the city, Blenheim 
Palace in Woodstock has a proud roster of 
credits – it has stood in for Tarzan’s Greystoke 

JUMP INTO THE GEEKY MONKEY 
DELOREAN AS WE TRAVEL 
AROUND THE UK SEEKING OUT 
GEEKY MOVIE AND TV FILMING 
LOCATIONS, THIS MONTH… 
OXFORDSHIRE.

in the 1984 film Greystoke: The Legend of 
Tarzan, Lord of the Apes, been the site of robotic 
battles in the new Transformers movie, The 
Last Knight, and starred in titles as disparate 
as Gulliver’s Travels (2010), Barry Lyndon (1975) 
and Spectre (2015). Oh, and that’s not to mention 
the 1998 reboot of The Avengers, which made 
the palace the home of Sean Connery’s insane 
villain. We’re not to mention that movie, for so 
many reasons…

But it’s not all bucolic beauty and crumbling 
architecture – Children of Men (2006) made 
good use of the base at RAF Upper Heywood for 
a run-down apartment block. The same airbase 
had already featured in Octopussy back in 1983, 
and a fourth Bond credit comes from The Living 
Daylights (1987), which made a safe house from 
Stonor House, north of Henley-on-Thames.

Further out into the countryside, the 
village of Bix Bottom to the south of Oxford 
may set a few hairs aprickle on the necks of 
horror lovers as the classic Blood On Satan’s 
Claw (1971) used the ruin-filled area as the 
basis for the film’s plague-ridden 17th century 
village. As the reverend Fallowfield says, 
“Strange folk have been seen to pass this way 
from time to time…” GM

MAP OF GEEK

  //  OX FORDSHIRE

GREYSTOKE

OCTOPUSSY

YOUNG SHERLOCK HOLMES

GULLIVER’S TRAVELS

HARRY POTTER AND THE HALF-BLOOD PRINCE
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NEW RICK AND MORTY – NO JOKE!

We’ve been waiting for the third season of Rick and Morty since… well, the end of season two. 
Dan Harmon and Justin Roiland, the creators of this unmissable show, have been teasing fans 
for months. They even released a Rickrolling teaser video on YouTube promising a first look at 
season three, but it turned out to be old clips to the soundtrack of Rick Astley’s Never Gonna 
Give You Up!

Then, on 1 April (aka April Fools Day) they casually dropped the first episode of the new 
season. It even gueststarred Nathan Fillion as a Galactic Federation Agent. It was online for just 
24 short hours, then whipped away. Now we want the rest of the season even more. The release 
of the new episode was part of Adult Swim’s annual April Fools shenanigans, and what a prank 
it was! The rest of the season is set to premiere in the summer, we can’t wait to see what’s in 
store. It seems like the writers are going for more overarching storylines incorporated into the 
madness of Rick and Morty.

Given that Rick broke out of prison then caused turmoil for the Council of Ricks AND the 
Galactic Federation, there’s bound to be a price on his head. It will be interesting to see how the 
creators play with that.

CLASSIC QUOTE

“A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies. The 
man who never reads lives only one.”

G EO R G E  R .  R .  M A R T I N ,  A  S TO R M  O F S W O R D S

F R O N T L I N E

N E WS  B IT E S

MACMILLAN GAME HEROES
Saturday 20 May will see gamers 
tackle a 24-hour gaming marathon 
in aid of Macmillan Cancer Support. 
‘Macmillan Game Heroes’ will 
be undertaken by a number of 
pro streamers such as Ltzonda, 
Stodeh and AOAAGold. Starting 
at 12pm on 20 May, and ending at 
12pm the next day, the action will 
broadcast on Twitch www.twitch.
tv/macmillanncancer. The charity 
also encourages gamers across 
the country to get sponsored and 
host their own gaming marathons, 
whether this is as a team or flying 
solo. Heather Pearl, Head of National 
Events at Macmillan Cancer Support, 
said, “Our fundraising gaming 
challenge is back for 2017 and we’re 
encouraging as many people to get 
involved as possible, to help make 
this year bigger than ever before.”
For more information and 
downloadable trophies for your event, 
visit gameheroes.macmillan.org.uk

THE FAB FOUR
The second Marvel and Netflix 
collaboration this year is coming on 
18 August. The streaming service 
released a short teaser, which looked 
like CCTV footage showing the team 
together in an elevator, with the 
timestamp reading ‘18/08/17’. It’s 
a clever way of revealing when we 
can see The Defenders (Assembled?). 
Many fans were quick to point 
out that Matt Murdock is the only 
vigilante covering his face, wearing 
something that resembled his mask 
from the first season, and that he 
looks more like classic Iron Fist, than 
Danny Rand does… 

©
TU

R
N

ER
 /

 ©
N

E
TF

LI
X

GM#20_018-022_Frontline.indd   21 12/04/2017   18:23



22 G E E K Y M O N K E Y  M AY 2 0 1 7

Peter Capaldi 
ACTOR, THE TWELFTH DOCTOR

What is it like working with Pearl Mackie?
It was great meeting Pearl – she brought a 
whole new vigour and excitement to the role 
of The Doctor’s companion. She’s not that 
different to older companions in the sense that 
she’s a character that doesn’t know anything 
about the Doctor’s life, or about the TARDIS, 
or about Daleks, or anything like that so she 
has to be introduced completely to what goes 
on in his existence. That’s been a good way of 
rebooting the show. It allows people who aren’t 
experienced in Doctor Who to experience it for 
the first time.

Is it great to be back and saying all the iconic 
Doctor Who lines once more?
I think there’s loads of classic lines that are fun 
to say and I love saying, “Time and Relative 
Dimensions in Space,” and, “Bigger on the inside,” 
and, “They come from Skaro and will exterminate 
you.” I think you’re never too old to enjoy saying 
“TARDIS” although it’s better to say: “This is my 
TARDIS!” I think they’re part of the fabric of 
the country – they’re in British popular culture 
which is nice, but they will go on and on.

So what have we got to look forward to in 
series ten?
The show is down to the basic elements, which 
are these fairly innocent but independent 
companions travelling with this mysterious 
creature from outer space who can travel in 
space and time and take them to the most 
amazing corners of the universe where they 
meet terrible monsters who try to kill them. 
That’s at its very simplest level, but obviously 
it’s more complex and there’s more to it than 
that, but that’s pretty much what we do every 
week. Some seasons have been less like that, 
but this season very much follows that model 
of delivering every week – the mysterious 
creature takes the companions to an exotic and 
dangerous place.

What do you need to be a good companion?
Well the companion (and Bill is a very good 
example of it) is sort of their own person. They 

tend to be characters who are fully formed and 
independent, so I think to be a companion in 
Doctor Who you have to be your own person. 
It doesn’t really work if the companion is just 
an adjunct to The Doctor. There’s always got 
to be an element of conflict there, I think. 
Whether it be just, “Why didn’t you tell us you 
were taking us to this planet of flesh eating 
monsters?” or whatever – it always needs a 
little bit of grist in it.

The tenth series of Doctor Who started on BBC One Saturday 15 April and is available to stream on the BBC 
iPlayer right now. We all know that this is set to be the last series for Peter Capaldi who has done a sterling 
job of keeping the show lively and unmissable cult TV, so for the last time as a Time Lord, we sat down for a 

chat with Peter before the premiere of the first episode.

Can you tell us who Bill Potts is? Avoiding any 
spoilers, of course?
Bill comes in very much as a regular human 
being from the real world to whom all of this 
stuff is extraordinary. She knows nothing about 
it. But she’s a very clever, bright, funny girl. I 
think The Doctor is very taken with her as she’s 
one of those people who life hasn’t been great 
to and she didn’t deserve life not to be kind to 
her. She has enormous potential and I think The 
Doctor wants to help her reach that potential.

Can you describe the relationship between Bill 
and The Doctor?
I think initially he takes her under his wing 
in order to teach her – to literally improve her 
mind, but in quite a terrestrial way. Through that 
she becomes involved in his extra-terrestrial 
adventures and the expansion of her mind 
becomes quite extraordinary. It’s a kind of 
teacher-pupil relationship, but it becomes more 
complex than that and I think ultimately The 
Doctor has to undergo some dramas by himself 
so I think he becomes slightly worried that 
he’s swept someone else up into his adventures 
without quite preparing them.

Our readers will have seen episode one by the 
time they read this, what is your take on it?
We meet The Doctor’s new companion Bill – 
see her in the world she’s used to living in and 
then plucked out by The Doctor and taken on 
adventures. We meet some old enemies along 
the way and some new ones including a new 
and strange monster and we get to see Nardole 
played by Matt Lucas who will be joining us on 
our travels.

Are you excited for Matt Lucas’ return in series 
ten? He was great in the Christmas special.
Matt plays quite a crucial part in the show this 
season. He’s not there all the time but he is there 
a lot of the time – I don’t want to give anything 
away really. He’s very funny – a great presence to 
have on set and very talented, and has a strange 
alien quality about him with his pale skin and 
clear eyes.
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“I THINK ULTIMATELY 
THE DOCTOR HAS 
TO UNDERGO SOME 
DRAMAS BY HIMSELF 
SO I THINK HE BECOMES 
SLIGHTLY WORRIED 
THAT HE’S SWEPT 
SOMEONE ELSE UP 
INTO HIS ADVENTURES 
WITHOUT QUITE 
PREPARING THEM”
PETER CAPALDI
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“THERE’S STILL 
MUCH TO DRAW 
UPON THAT 
WOULD DEEPEN 
THE WORLD 
WE WERE 
INTRODUCED TO 
18 YEARS AGO”

 As far as years go, 1999 was a pretty 
decent one for film releases; I had just 
discovered Fight Club, which led me onto 

my love of author Chuck Palahnuik, comedies 
like American Pie would forever remain part 
of the fabric of my teenage youth, I was in awe 
of Being John Malkovich and was stunned by 
American Beauty. 

I was in my late teens, still just too young 
to get into bars and some gigs but old enough 
to feel that I was fast outgrowing my family 
and my hometown. I wanted more from life, I 
was bored but I didn’t know what I wanted to 
do – all the cliches of being a wistful teenager 
yearning for a life beyond my boundaries. So, 
I went to the cinema as often as I could (in the 
days when ticket prices were under a fiver!) and 
it felt like the ultimate escapism. My brain would 
pulsate with new thoughts and ideas every time I 
watched something interesting unfold onscreen.

The Matrix arrived at the perfect time 
for me – I was already an ardent sci-fi geek, 
loved many of Keanu Reeves’ films (Speed, 
Point Break, Bill & Ted, The Devil’s Advocate) 
and I was ready for something that would 
expand my mind. From start to finish, I was in 
stunned; What had I just witnessed? I wasn’t 
sure. The fight choreography and wire-fu 
were breathtaking and the story felt deep and 
meaningful without pretention, plus the final 
scene featured Rage Against The Machine’s 
Wake Up – ticking all the boxes for young me.

To date, I don’t feel there is any film that 
has brought anime influences married with 
philosophical themes to a western audience 
the way The Wachowskis did in The Matrix, the 
first film is perfect. It’s hard to combine these 
elements in sci-fi with an honesty that isn’t 
pretentious or watered down, which is part of the 
reason why the live action version of Ghost in the 
Shell paled in comparison to the anime.

However, The Matrix sequels never hit 
the mark. The films became convoluted, the 
cyberpunk style that had made the first so iconic 
began to look dated and part of the fun was in 
the intrigue of the world beyond The Matrix – 
there was never any real need to see Zion and all 
its inhabitants. Despite this, The Wachowski’s 

OUR GEEK IN RESIDENCE, 
CLAIRE LIM, IS TAKING ON A 
BURNING SUBJECT FROM THE 
GEEKIVERSE EACH ISSUE. 
THIS MONTH SHE ASKS…
“DO WE REALLY NEED MORE 
OF THE MATRIX?”

business perspective, it makes sense to look at 
The Matrix as a viable future money spinner. 
Although they’ve largely been financial hits, 
Warner’s DCU films haven’t quite won over 
audiences as their competitors have.

Despite my mixed feelings about a possible 
remake or prequel, there’s still much to draw 
upon that would deepen the world we were 
introduced to 18 years ago, 2003’s The Animatrix 
proved this, an anthology of shorts created and 
developed by key figures from the world of 
Japanese animation. So do we need any more 
Matrix films? Probably not. But am I curious 
about the prospect of more? Definitely. CL

had given their trilogy an end and the chapter 
was closed. So it came as a surprise when it was 
announced more films were in the pipeline.

The property belongs to Warner Bros, 
which means that they can essentially breathe 
life back into the franchise any time they wish, 
with or without The Wachowski’s blessing. 
After the initial announcement was made, 
rumours began to circulate that the film would 
be a prequel centred around Morpheus’ story, 
originally played by Laurence Fishburne. As 
the studio face heavyweight competition from 
Marvel’s MCU and the new canon of Star Wars 
films being churned out by Disney, from a 

Jabber 
Talky WITH RESIDENT 

GEEK, CLAIRE LIM
 @WEECLAIRE
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Larry Nemecek
ACTOR AND AUTHOR

We’ve just passed the 50th anniversary of 
Star Trek and it feels like it’s ramping up 
again with Discovery. Now we are half a 
century in, and Trek has always ebbed and 
flowed, does it feel to you like we’re on the 
cusp of another elevation?
It does. I remember thinking of the 50th, I called 
it 5-oh fever, things were so inflated and people 
got so excited, and I remember thinking “poor 
2017,” is it gonna wake up with a hangover, is it 
going to be down time again? It couldn’t possibly 
compare to the madness of the 50th, but by the 
time they announced Discovery for 2017, new 
fans were still coming in. Star Trek Beyond was 
a better movie than people give it credit for and 
returned to the true spirit of Star Trek, it excited 
that end of the fanbase and excited more fans 
to go back and find the Prime material. There’s 
no let up in momentum, it’s not a hangover, it’s 
really exciting. Discovery’s a little disappointing 
because they’ve had the delays, but once it’s 
arrived I think that’ll be incredible.

How do you think it will run, already having the 
Kelvin timeline in the movies and now going 
back to the Prime timeline with the TV series. 
So you think that will run with fans?
They’ll get it, or they don’t deserve to be fans 
[laughs]. No, the Kelvin movies, people argue 
or debate the points. My point from day one 
always was, the bottom line is they’re a movie, 
it’s two hours. Whenever you compare Star 
Trek to anything else, much less itself, it’s 700 
something odd hours in this universe, and to 
start a new paradigm, an alternate universe 
in the Kelvin timeline and to do two hours…
it’s just math. Two hours, and then four years 
later two more hours. If there hasn’t been a 
huge groundswell of embracing that universe 
then it’s just about math and it’s hard to get 
emotionally invested in something if there’s 
only six hours of it. 

Star Trek was invented as a TV series. It was 
cranking out an hour a week. We watched the 
characters evolve and the universe evolve. Even 

His name is known across the world to Star Trek fans. During his time in the Trek universe he has been an 
archivist, interviewer, author and actor, imbuing fandom and the Star Trek experience with his vast breadth of 

knowledge and insight into Gene Roddenberry’s saga. Today, as well as being the Creative Consultant on the Star 
Trek Continues web series he runs Portal 47, a monthly delve into deep Trek fandom. We were fortunate enough 

to catch up with Larry at SF Ball 23 for a chat about the current state of Star Trek.

we need to rest it for 20 years.” Well, the fanbase 
was never worn out, it was screaming for more 
and the technology of television and media was 
evolving. Now we have streaming, now we have 
binge-watching, now we have global access, we 
can run about with it on our phone if we want 
to. The changing media environment will drive 
some of this too. Just like Discovery’s on CBS All-
Access too in the States, but it will be on Netflix 
all around the world. So you can watch all the 
old shows and the new show too. 

That’s a very good point, do you think now 
that the way media is set, the way Star Trek 
can be consumed, do you think that will be to 
its benefit going forward, with access to the 
older episodes being much easier for kids to 
get into?
Well, here’s the thing, we do a poll at 
conventions, I have done since the J. J. movie 
came out, and realised how things are changing 
with the audience, get over old perceptions. The 
first thing I came up with was I would always 
do a poll about what brought you into Star Trek, 
what made you a fan. It’s mostly original series 
and Next Generation and it would always tail off 
for Voyager, Enterprise and DS9. But what the 
trend has been, it’s been partly the remastering 
of Next Generation and the steady drip, drip, 
drip of Netflix and Access which has made them 
all popular.

Where there’s really been a turning point 
with binge-watching is Deep Space Nine. DS9 
is probably two or three times more popular 
now than it was when it was on first run, on 
syndicated markets that would put it on at two 
in the morning and people had to find it, and 
people were into a real, “Oh, I missed two weeks 
in a row and I’ve lost the track, I have no idea 
what Garak and Gowron are doing now, I’ve 
missed this thread.” Post Lost, it’s what people 
are all about, so DS9 is over that hurdle and 
people can access and binge-watch it. Doug 
Drexler said famously one time, “Enterprise has 
a whole generation of fans that don’t know they 

making the leap to Next Generation and Voyager 
and DS9 and Enterprise, it takes a while for the 
writers and the production team to get really 
embraced in their own new universe, much less 
the audience. And Discovery will be the same 
way, but that’s the heart of Star Trek, watching 
those people and those characters and situations 
and the new era. The new slant on what this is, 
“Oh, it’s the Delta Quadrant, it’s the 2150’s,” or 
whatever it is. That’s always exciting, and you 
can’t get that with two hours every four years. 

The mainstream thinking when Enterprise 
was cancelled was, “Oh, Star Trek’s worn out, 

“STAR TREK WAS 
INVENTED AS A 
TV SERIES. IT WAS 
CRANKING OUT AN HOUR 
A WEEK. WE WATCHED 
THE CHARACTERS 
EVOLVE AND THE 
UNIVERSE EVOLVE”
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are supposed to hate the show.” It suffered by 
comparison to the other shows, and the whole 
thing of being a prequel got unfairly labelled 
because Rick [Berman] and Brannon [Braga] 
were fighting the fatigue and they were tired. 
From the neck down they were chomping at the 
bit to make Enterprise what it was, and during 
the last year (the fourth season) people saw the 
capacity of it, but by then the financial die was 
cast. Netflix, streaming and Access has been 
amazing for Enterprise and even more for DS9.

That makes us so happy because DS9 is our 
favourite series at Geeky Monkey.
The other thing that’s funny is that in the 
beginning, in the 70s and 80s, first generation 
fandom, it was Kirk, Spock and the ship, and 
then group shots. The fact that McCoy could 
be your favourite character, or Scotty could be 
your favourite character, it just blew people’s 
minds. I loved them all, but McCoy especially. 
Anyone can be the damn token hero, but it’s 
McCoy popping the bubble, “Oh come on guys, 
we’re all just people out here in space, get over 
yourselves.” That attitude is what I always loved. 
It’s amazing now how many people are like, “Oh, 
McCoy’s my favourite character,” and I’m like, 
“Really? Where were you in the 80s, where were 

but keep bashing on the Klingons? But the 
people who say, “Star Trek is only about going 
forward,” I’m sorry, I think the 2160s is in the 
future too [laughs]. The beauty of Star Trek is 
that you’ve got this huge sandbox that Gene and 
those who came after Gene gave us, and you’ve 
got all those corners of the sandbox to go dig in. 
And now we’ve got alternate levels of Star Trek 
sandbox to go play in, but I would still prefer to 
flesh out Prime. 

The core of Star Trek and the immediacy 
is going to be always great characters, great 
casting and stories that speak to the audience, 
because every show is a product of its time. 
There’s a timeless quality of Star Trek and 
there’s also a quality of the time it was made 
in. Some would say we’re living in darker times 
and more fearful times, and that comes through 
in the 60s show, whereas maybe the 90s, the 
Next Generation was a little happier time and 
they had to struggle to go dark. The post-911 
Enterprises went darker.

Star Trek will always be a product of the 
Roddenberry vision but it will also always be 
a product of the time it was made in and that's 
what will keep it fresh for people. GM

Star Trek Discovery will be on Netflix this Autumn.

you in the 90s?” The last interview I did with De 
[DeForest Kelley, playing Dr McCoy from 1966 to 
1991] I told him that and he said, “Where were 
you when I had to put up with Bill [Shatner] and 
Leonard [Nimoy] all those years!” But that’s true, 
it’s like people were broadcasting but these days 
we’re narrow casting to a million channels, and 
it’s the way it is with people’s tastes and niches 
and choices.

It’s OK to have micro favourites and my god, 
Star Trek has 47 hundred characters, from the 
leads down to the notable guest stars, so that’s 
one thing. And now everybody can 3D replicate 
T-shirts and models and do CG and take those 
little nuances and do their little in-jokes and 
easter eggs and do that stuff and it’s made it 
more alive. Star Trek has hours of obscure bits 
and pieces, it was built for that.

The world does feel ready to mine that 50 
years of history and really get the most out 
of it.
Right, I’ve always said what I’d like to see is the 
founding of the Federation and the Romulan 
War. What is midway between Archer and 
Kirk? I want to see first contact with the 
Cardassians. What was the Tomed Incident? 
Why did the Romulans go back into their shell 
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“I’VE NEVER SEEN SO MANY 
BRAINS OUT OF THEIR 
HEADS BEFORE! I FEEL LIKE 
A KID IN A CANDY STORE.”
DR. MICHAEL HFUHRUHURR
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THE MAN WITH TWO BRAINS
//  1983

directed by

CARL REINER

starring

DR. MICHAEL HFUHRUHURR  //  STEVE MARTIN
DOLORES BENEDICT  //  KATHLEEN TURNER
DR. ALFRED NECESSITER  //  DAVID WARNER

Architect of the pioneering “cranial screw-top” 
method of brain surgery Dr. Michael Hfuhruhurr 
(Steve Martin) has a few problems. Not only is his 
surname virtually impossible to pronounce but 
his romantic life is in turmoil, his first wife having 
died, while his beautiful gold digging second 
wife (Kathleen Turner) refuses to have sex with 
him, instead embarking on a series of affairs and 
allowing people to touch her bottom for money. 
But after he falls in love with a brain in a glass (bear 
with me) which starts communicating with him 
telepathically, Hfuhruhurr wonders if the brain/
body transference methods being perfected by his 
friend Dr. Necessiter (David Warner) might offer a 
potential solution. With his wife an evil person in 
a nice body and his new love pleasant but without 
a body, surely something can be worked out? 
Particularly with the mysterious Elevator Killer in 
action, a serial murderer whose modus operandi 
ensures his victim’s brains always die last.

You certainly don’t need two brains to enjoy 
Carl Reiner’s 1983 comedy: it is not just silly, but 
very silly indeed, exhibiting a zany humour similar 
to Airplane! (1980). The film is endlessly quotable, 
however (“Dolores! I am making a citizen’s divorce!” 
“Into the mud scum queen!”) and Steve Martin has 
never been funnier.
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 In 2008, Iron Man sparked the Marvel Cinematic Universe 
into action. Robert Downey Jr. breathed life into billionaire 
ladies’ man Tony Stark and since then we’ve been introduced 

to Captain America, Black Widow, Thor and an array of fun 
Marvel staples, brought to life on the big screen. Not every film 
has been a critical hit, it’s impossible to please fans and critics 
over a nine year release span, but Guardians of the Galaxy is 
undeniably the best of the bunch.

The film hit audiences in 2014, around midway through 
phase two of the MCU. Before the ragtag group of guardians 
entered the public consciousness, Marvel had presented 
us with their more ‘classic’ super heroes, the core group of 
The Avengers; we had only mere glimpses of the weird and 
wonderful galactic world beyond our own in Thor (2011), The 
Avengers (2012) and Thor: The Dark World (2013). 

Guardians of the Galaxy was a game changer – from the 
characters to the script and the fun, vibrant world director 
James Gunn had created, it is the jewel in Marvel’s crown. 
One of Marvel’s strength’s has always been the superb balance 
between humour and action, a lightness of touch that DC 
hasn’t been able to achieve. Chris Pratt as Peter Quill aka Star-
Lord was the perfect casting; goofy, capable, a little haphazard 

with an Indiana Jones rogue-like charm, Pratt’s Quill is a 
realistic hero for the modern era. Gamora (Zoe Saldana), 
although a deadly assassin, plays the character with a subtlety 
that maintains the intrigue, whilst Drax (Dave Bautista), Groot 
(Vin Diesel) and Rocket (Bradley Cooper) each have their 
humorous and touching moments.

Gunn’s Guardians of the Galaxy feels like a wild ride, but 
never clobbers you over the head with an explode-a-thon of 
nonsensical action, every scene has meaning; Gunn perfectly 
conducts audiences towards a climactic end that still has that 
playful touch. There’s a reason why Guardians is currently 
sitting at 91% on Rotten Tomatoes as the third best film in the 
franchise and it’s not just because of that soundtrack. It’s one 
of the only films that has captured the spirit of being a real 
‘human’ hero in a ridiculous, crazy world. It makes us all wish 
we were beamed aboard a spacecraft and whizzed halfway 
across the galaxy to fulfil some sort of madcap destiny.

 

…is the best Marvel movie ever

FIGHTING TALK

GUARDIANS OF 
THE GALAXY

FOR FANS OF THE MARVEL CINEMATIC UNIVERSE, THIS MONTH IS GOING TO BE 
JOYOUS – VOL 2 OF THE GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY IS IN CINEMAS NOW, AND 
HERE IN THE UK WE EVEN GET IT A WHOLE WEEK AHEAD OF THE AMERICANS! BUT 
NOT ALL SUPER HERO CINEMAGOERS ARE HAPPY…

SAYS CLAIRE LIM
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“A GAME CHANGER – FROM THE 
CHARACTERS TO THE SCRIPT”
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 Iwant to love Guardians of the Galaxy, I really do, and 
that’s not just because I was given a dancing Groot that 
is sat staring at me as I write this. If it were an old VHS 

rental, it would have everything on the back of the box to 
tempt an old cynic like me in – heroes with special powers, 
a widecracking cuddly squirrel thing (it’s a racoon Lloyd 
– Ed), and an Eighties music soundtrack. But somehow I 
expected more from Marvel, under their Mickey Mouse 
overlords. I found the story to be pedestrian, a tale of 
friendship overcoming all. You could take Star-Lord and 
Rocket Racoon out of it and replace them with any of 
Disney’s cutesy-poo double acts from the last fifty years.

I think was irks me most is that movies like this exist 
to sell merchandise to the masses. I mean, come on, the tiny 
Groot sapling at the end of the first Guardians of the Galaxy 
was just begging to be pressed into plastic form in some 
god-forsaken factory.

I like my super hero movies to be dark and dangerous, 
The Dark Knight trilogy from Christopher Nolan is more my 
kind of thing. Brooding, sinister, serious super heroes. Hey, 
I’m not alone either, The Dark Knight and The Dark Knight 
Rises have both grossed over $1 billion! But the candy floss 

club of Star-Lord, Gamora, Drax, Groot and Rocket are 
aimed squarely at kids duvet sets and sandwich boxes.

Maybe I’m been too harsh? I don’t know about Claire, 
but I watched the movie to refresh my memory before 
writing this Fighting Talk piece. There were glimmers of 
hope throughout, even though it was drenched in so much 
CGI it was hard to pick them out. I think my fifteen year old 
nephew summed up Guardians of the Galaxy for everyone 
when he said, “Well, I enjoyed that, but I will never want to 
watch it again.”

So, to Vol. 2 that will be putting bums on seats at your 
local multiplex by the time you read this. This will be the 
fifteenth movie in the Marvel Cinematic Universe and is set 
just three months after the first film. Don’t super heroes get 
tired? It still amuses me that Vin Diesel gets a credit for once 
saying into a microphone, “I am Groot!” I for one will wait 
until it passes by on Netflix.

…can bite my shiny metal ass
Remember the mix 
tape? The Disney 
marketing team 
certainly do. What do 
you mean, “Is it some 
kind of iTunes playlist?”!

SAYS LLOYD MANGRAM

“MOVIES LIKE THIS EXIST TO 
SELL MERCHANDISE”
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It was the best of times, it 
was the worst of times – that 
sounds trite, of course, but in 
a year which saw the arrival 
of the SEGA Mega Drive, and 
the end of production on the 
ZX Spectrum +3, it’s all too 
fitting. Yes, we know the Master 
System’s big brother had been 
wowing gamers in Japan for 
two years and America by one, 
but in November 1990 it was 
the turn of we PAL-users to 
slot all-new Sonic in the hole 
and hold onto our brains as the 
arcade quality 16-bit action 
changed everything – there was 
no competition from Nintendo 
until the SNES arrived two 
years later.

Over 30 million of these 
babies would be bought and 
played to death around the 

world over the following few 
years, and no matter what your 
favourite may be – Toejam & 
Earl, Mortal Kombat, Golden 
Axe, Robocod – there was 
something epochal about that 
generation of gaming, when 
the thrill of the arcade had 
been achieved in everyone’s 
home, and games were yet 
to start reaching further, 
to unattainable heights of 
graphical perfection and depth. 
Plus, of course, you could 
complete the games in less than 
six months.

It was an exciting way for 
a new era to dawn for gamers, 
but what else would this first 
year of the last decade of the 
millennium bring? Spitting 
Image heralded the 1990s as 
‘The Era of Bland’, and there was 

a certain beigeness in this 1980s 
hangover period. But by the end 
of the year, a political bombshell 
suggested that the worst of the 
previous decade was on its way 
out and change was coming 
– Margaret Thatcher finally 
resigned in November. Maybe 
she just wanted more time to 
play Sonic.

Of course we can’t mention 
1990 gaming without also 
giving a shout out to the Game 
Boy – this grey beauty changed 
handheld gaming forever.

H I G H L I G H T S

//   OPER ATION DESERT SHIELD 
BEG AN A S THE USA AND UK 
SENT TROOPS TO KUWAIT

//   ROWAN ATKINSON FIRS T 
APPE ARED A S MR BE AN ON 
NE W YE AR ’S DAY

//   THE F IRS T FURBIES ROLLED 
OFF THE PRODUC TION L INE, 
JABBERING AWAY

//   THE MOS T COMPLE TE SKELE TON 
OF A T-RE X WA S DISCOVERED IN 
SOUTH DAKOTA

//   THE POLL TA X IGNITED A SERIES OF 
PROTES TS ACROSS THE UK

//   JO ROWLING F IRS T PUT PEN TO 
PAPER TO BEGIN THE S TORY OF 
HARRY POT TER

//   IN JUNE, THE F IRS T BLOCKS WERE 
CHIPPED OUT OF THE BERLIN WALL

//   DESPITE THEIR IMPENDING 
UNIF IC ATION, WES T GERMANY WON 
THE WORLD CUP

//   TIM BERNERS-LEE BEG AN WORK ON 
WHAT WOULD BECOME THE W W W

//   MAD COW DISE A SE LED TO A 
BAN ON BRIT ISH BEEF ON THE 
CONTINENT

//   THE Z X SPEC TRUM +3 CE A SED 
PRODUC TION BY AMS TR AD

TIMEsss 
MACHINE
1982

TIME 
MACHINE
1990
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THE DAWN OF A NEW ERA – 
WHAT WOULD THE NINETIES 
BRING US? THE END OF THE 
BERLIN WALL AND STOCK 
AITKEN WATERMAN, HOORAY!

If you still have one 
of these plastic black 
beauties anywhere, 
check it for dust – if it’s 
covered in it, shame 
on you!
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Computer games 

Of course, as already eulogised, the arrival of the Mega Drive 
and Nintendo’s Game Boy really defined the year’s gaming – 
unless you were Japanese and could get stuck into Super Mario 
World on the Super Famicom in the autumn. The rest of us could 
at least rev up for that all-time titan by playing Super Mario 3 on 
the NES as it came out in the US on 12 February.

Otherwise, those of us who weren’t sneaking back to the 
Spectrum for a blast of Magicland Dizzy, Impossamole or Rick 
Dangerous 2 were hooked to our Commodore Amigas and Atari 
STs as the 16-bit era dawned. You could soon play graphically 
superior versions of the above on both home computers. Other 
killer Amiga titles from the year included the original James 
Pond, Flimbo’s Quest, Player Manager, Turrican and, we blush 
to recall, the Elvira game complete with busty box star. Best 
of all, however, on PC, Mac, Atari ST or Amiga, was the first 
appearance of The Secret of Monkey Island, proudly unveiled by 
LucasArts in the autumn.

And if none of the above interested you, it was this year that 
the first designs were scribbled for a concept about monsters in 
your pocket which would prove popular…

Music 

To all intents and purposes, Stock Aitken Waterman still ruled 
the airwaves in 1990, their Hit Factory an unceasing production 
line of hair gelled gents and frizzy permed ladies. However, 
hope was at hand, with Kylie’s ‘Tears On My Pillow’ proving to 
be their last Number 1, and as the year progressed, the likes of 
Sonia and Big Fun were shown the door…

The charts were also stuffed with re-releases triggered 
by successful ad campaigns and movies, with  Steve Miller’s 
‘The Joker’ becoming a bigger hit than ever thanks to a Levi’s 
commercial, while the Righteous Brothers had an unexpected 
comeback courtesy of Ghost, and ‘Blue Velvet’ also gave Bobby 
Vinton a bizarre late blooming. 

Album-wise, Spitting Image favourite Phil Collins was 
enjoying his best year ever, with ‘…But Seriously’ making him 
1990’s biggest selling artist, while the rest of the LP charts were 
dominated by Best Ofs – Madonna, Elton John, The Carpenters to 
name but a few. After a decade of glitzy pop ruling the airwaves, 
many people may have wondered whether rock ‘n’ roll really 
was dead… unless perhaps a song managed to find its way onto 
an advert for jeans, obviously.

Movies & TV 

A couple of American imports landed on British TV screens in 1990, 
despite starting in the US the previous year. The futuristic world of 
the… wait for it… late 90s was presented in Quantum Leap with Dr 
Sam Becket time hopping around into other people’s bodies and 
solving connundrums for them. Having started on Fox in December, 
Sky TV landed the rights to broadcast the antics of a typical American 
family, with characters named after the cartoonist’s own family. It 
was called The Simpsons, a little cartoon that started out as a bit part 
on the Tracey Ullman Show. One other US programme which hasn’t 
run for 27 years will be returning this year, long after its 1990 debut 
– Twin Peaks was first aired in April in the US, and shortly after over 
here. We have no doubt that absolutely nothing which makes any 
sense has happened in the town in the last quarter decade.

Ghost scored the most bucks in the cinemas, with Home Alone 
and Pretty Woman close runners-up, but sci-fi-wise, Total Recall was 
the big hit of 1990, and made a step forward in CGI trickery. We’d 
still argue that the most epochal cinema event, however, was the 
conclusion of the Back to the Future trilogy, five years after Marty 
McFly first skateboarded down to the Twin Pines Mall.

“IF I  AM NOT ME,  THEN WHO THE 
HELL AM I?”
ARNOLD SCHWARZENEGGER AS DOUGLAS QUAID

GEEKY 
MONKEY

KEEP UP WITH THE 
LATEST GEEK NEWS – 
RETRO AND MODERN

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai
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S U M M E R 
B L O C K B U S T E R S

GEEKY MONKEY’S ULTIMATE GUIDE 
TO WHAT’S HITTING CINEMAS, TV AND 
STREAMING SERVICES THIS SUMMER…

34

C O M I N G  S O O N 

HOUSE OF C ARDS , SE A SON 5   //   30 M AY

THE MUMMY   //  9 JUNE

PRE ACHE R, SE A SON 2   //  26 JUNE

TR ANSFORME RS: THE L A ST KNIG HT   //   2 3 JUNE

SPIDE R- MAN: HOMECOMING   //  7 JULY

WAR FOR THE PL ANET OF THE APES   //  14 JULY

G AME OF THRONES , SE A SON 7   //  1 7  JULY

DUNKIRK  //   21 JULY

THE DARK TOWE R   //   28 JULY

VALE RIAN AND THE CIT Y OF A           
THOUSAND PL ANETS   //   4 AUGUS T

ATOMIC BLONDE   //   1 1  AUGUS T

ANNABE LLE: CRE ATION   //   1 1  AUGUS T
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Sebastian is an entertainment writer and movie geek

Words: SEBASTIAN WILLIAMSON

35www.geekymonkey.tv
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 B
lockbuster season is upon us once again, and boy does 
Hollywood have a slew of big budget popcorn flicks 
lined up to keep you coming back for more throughout 
the hot and hazy months. In fact, there are so many 
fantastic films rolling out we thought you might need a 
little help keeping track of release dates so that you can 

dig out that diary and plan your movie going weeks out with 
pinpoint precision. 

Not only that, we’ve also dug deep into the small screen 
schedule so you can stay abreast of what’s hitting your telly box and 
streaming services in between the onslaught of box office 
behemoths. So don’t worry, because Geeky Monkey has your holiday 
schedule covered. So sit back, grab some popcorn and read on for 
the ultimate list of summer sizzlers coming your way. 

First up, the kings of the small screen, Netflix, will be ruling your 
weekend come 30 May with the return of Frank Underwood in 
House of Cards season five. It’s got a new boss man at the wheel 
after the departure of series creator Beau Williamson at the end of 
season four, as well as a handful of new cast members, including Six 
Feet Under’s Patricia Clarkson and Damages star, Campbell Scott. 

While Marvel is without doubt the undisputed king of the 
shared cinematic universe, Universal Studios is attempting to get in 
on the action on 9 June with the launch of The Mummy, the latest 
reboot of a classic franchise that’s the first of a planned series of 
films that will eventually culminate in an Avengers-style team up 
with a twist – spandex heroes will be replaced by classic movie 
monsters including Dracula, Wolfman and the Creature From The 
Black Lagoon. 

Frankly, this is a massive gamble by the studio, and a much 
tougher sell than, say, a Tony Stark, Hulk and Captain America 
team-up was back in 2008 with the release of the first Iron Man 
film, and it all hinges on this first one doing the business out of the 
gate. Thankfully for Universal, it’s got some serious star power 
behind it in the form of Tom Cruise leading a pretty meaty ensemble 
cast that also includes Russell Crowe as Dr. Jekyll and Sofia Boutella 
as The Mummy. 

While plot details are still being kept under wraps (pun very 
much intended) even at this late stage all we do know is that Cruise 
plays Nick Morton, a character with connections to the military 
who inadvertently awakens Boutella’s monster beneath the Iraq 
desert, which ultimately kick-starts the film’s globe-trotting plot. 
It’s a strange move, keeping so much under lock and key until the 
release, but according to director, Alex Kurtzman, it’ll be worth the 
wait come release day. “No one has made a monster movie writ 
large. Meaning, no one has made a good monster movie – a proper, 
Universal Monsters monster movie – with the size and scope that I 
think we’re going to deliver in this movie.” 

Also in June we will see the return of Jesse, Tulip and Cassidy when 
Preacher season two returns to Amazon Prime subscribers every 
Tuesday from 26th. While the first season certainly set things in 
motion for the Preacher and his cohorts, it spent far too much time 
in Anville for our liking, so it’ll be interesting to see if boss men Seth 
Rogen, Evan Goldberg and Sam Catlin can shake things up with a 
mix of locations as we follow Jesse on his quest to find God and have 
him answer for his sins against mankind.

What we do know is that, alongside more Saint of Killers and 
Arseface, one of the comic’s biggest villains, Herr Starr, will indeed 
be making an appearance in this season after we caught a brief 
glimpse of him watching a snuff flick midway through last year’s 
run. It hasn’t been officially announced yet, but earlier in the year it 
was said Brit actor Pip Torrens joined the cast, and judging by the 
looks of him he certainly looks like a shoe-in for the part, but we’ll 
probably have to wait for the final trailer before confirming this one. 
And if the team can nail the tricky writing for Starr, they may have 
a very memorable TV character on their hands. 

If you feel like ending the month with a bit of carnage candy, 
then you’re in for a treat courtesy of Michael Bay and Transformers: 
The Last Knight on 23rd, his fifth and final film in the series before 
Paramount gets to work expanding the brand into a Marvel-eqsue 
cinematic universe. “It’s bittersweet for me. With every Transformers 
film, I’ve said it would be my last. I see the 120 million fans around 
the world who see these movies, the huge theme park lines to the 
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ride, and the amazing Make-A-Wish kids who visit my sets, and it 
somehow keeps drawing me back,” says Bay. “I love doing these 
movies. This film was especially fun to shoot, but this time might 
really be it. So I’m blowing this one out.” With over 14 films planned 
down the line thanks to a special writers room set up by Paramount 
to crack stories for the planned universe, we’re doubtful this will be 
his last one.

If, however, it does turn out to be his swansong, it’s shaping up 
to be an epic one from the looks of the trailers we’ve been treated to 
so far. Plus leading man Mark Wahlberg has also promised that The 
Last Knight will bring “something new and something different” 
for the diehard fans of the series, and that they’ll “appreciate the 
direction that the movie has been taken.” 

Like most of the major tent pole flicks hitting screens this year, 
plot is being kept under wraps until reviews start to hit, but what 
we do know is this – humans and Transformers are at war, the key 
to saving mankind’s future is buried deep in the past, in the hidden 
history of the Transformers on Earth, and that task falls to Wahlberg 
and series newcomers, Sir Anthony Hopkins and Laura Haddock. 
But judging by that shot of Optimus Prime slaying Bumblebee in 
one of the recent trailers, we’re banking on some major twists for 
the Transformers world, including hard-hitting deaths and the 

“I SEE THE 120 
MILLION FANS 
AROUND THE WORLD 
WHO SEE THESE 
MOVIES, THE HUGE 
THEME PARK LINES 
TO THE RIDE, AND 
THE AMAZING MAKE-
A-WISH KIDS WHO 
VISIT MY SETS, AND 
IT SOMEHOW KEEPS 
DRAWING ME BACK”
DIRECTOR, MICHAEL BAY

With Optimus Prime out of action 
it’s a battle for survival between the 
Transformers and the human race.
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introduction of new robots set to take over from the Autobots that 
have ruled the screen for a decade. 

If you thought June was jam-packed, just wait until you get a load of 
July. First up, the biggest super hero revamp of the year – Spider-
Man: Homecoming on 7th. Now that Marvel and Sony have joined 
forces, fans of the iconic character have been chomping at the bit to 
see what kind of direction the two super studios have taken the 
character, and if it’ll improve on the previous cumbersome reboot 
starring Andrew Garfield.

One thing we do know for sure is that it will not be another 
origin story, which is good considering we’ve already seen that 
story on the screen twice. “I think that everybody feels like, you 
know he got bit by a spider and you know Uncle Ben died. We 
probably don’t need to revisit that,” says co-writer Jonathan M. 
Goldstein, when probed about story direction late last year. Instead 
the film will focus on the battle between Peter Parker and Michael 
Keaton’s Adrian Toomes aka The Vulture, who starts out as a blue-
collar guy running a New York salvage company that cleans up the 
messes left in the aftermath of super hero brawls. 

When business is yanked away from him by a new government 
organisation founded by Tony Stark, Toomes is miffed and, according 
to co-producer Eric Hauserman Carroll, he “sort of becomes the 
dark Tony Stark” by teaming up with a roster of villains including 
Shocker and The Tinkerer to steal advanced technology, repurpose it 
as weaponry and sell it to highest bidding super villain out there. 
“My whole approach for this movie is that we’ve seen the penthouse 
level of the (Marvel) universe,” says the film’s director Jon Watts. 
“We’ve seen what it’s like to be a billionaire inventor and to be a 

Norse god. We’ve seen the very top of this world. But we’ve never 
seen what it’s like to be just a regular Joe.”

That said, it won’t just be two plus hours of fancy CGI and 
explosions, according to Marvel head honcho Kevin Feige. The film 
will be taking its tonal cues from the work of the legendary John 
Hughes, in particular movies like Ferris Bueller’s Day Off and The 
Breakfast Club. “Not that we can make a John Hughes movie – only 
John Hughes could – but we’re inspired by him, and merging that 
with the super hero genre in a way we haven’t done before excites 
us,” says Feige. 

What that means is that Homecoming is aiming to serve up the 
perfect balance of super hero shenanigans and Peter’s high school 
antics, something the other films never managed to do successfully. 
“We want to explore that. Just because you get superpowers doesn’t 
make you into a sophisticated, successful adult,” says Goldstein. 
“He’s still a kid and he’s clumsy and he’s a geek and he’s a bit of an 
outcast and in many ways the superpowers amplify that.” Nothing 
wrong with being a geek Jonathan!

It’s that thinking that made the (genius) casting of Tom Holland 
so pivotal in terms of nailing the tone. “It’ll be a fun departure from 
the Peter Parker that you’ve seen where now, he is truly a kid,” 
explains co-writer and Freaks and Geeks star, John Daly. “I think 
the stakes are increased in that his struggle through high school is 
very real and isn’t just a sort of side note. It matters now.” Come July, 
we’ll find out whether or not they’ve succeeded hitting their mark. 

Just one week later on 14 July, War For The Planet Of The Apes 
arrives, closing out the new trilogy of films that began back in 2001 
with Rise Of The Planet Of The Apes. Taking place two years after 
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the events of the previous film, Dawn Of The Planet Of The Apes, 
this three-quel brings Caesar’s tale full circle according to director, 
and newly crowned Batman helmer, Matt Reeves.

“The first one is sort of how Caesar goes from humble beginnings 
to becoming a revolutionary. In Dawn, he really rose to the occasion 
of becoming a leader in really challenging and difficult times,” 
explains Reeves. “The notion of what we’re after with the third film 
is to sort of continue that trajectory and see how he becomes a 
seminal figure in ape history. He almost becomes sort of like an ape 
Moses – mythic status. We’re trying to play out those themes and 
continue to explore it in this universe. Exploring human nature 
under the guise of apes.” 

There’ll be new characters joining the battle for survival, 
including Woody Harrelson’s The Colonel, and Steven Zahn’s Bad 
Ape, who, like Caesar, can speak English. While Reeves is busy 
working on Batman, don’t be surprised if he’s lured back to craft one 
more film that leads to the events of the original 1968 movie, because 
there are still characters from the series that have yet to be introduced 
to modern day audiences, including Dr Cornelius and Zaius. 

If you’re in need of something a little more grounded in reality, 
then be sure to check out Christopher Nolan’s latest opus, Dunkirk, 
which hits screens on 21 July. The film is a World War II era epic 
that follows Allied troops from Belgium, the British Empire, 
Canada and France who are surrounded by the German army 
during a brutal battle.

“It’s one of the great human stories, and it’s one of the most 
suspenseful situations that I had ever heard in my life,” explains the 
director. “You have 400,000 men trapped on the beach at Dunkirk, 
their backs to the sea, home is only 26 miles away and it’s impossible 
to get to. The enemy is closing in, and there’s a choice between 
annihilation and surrender. I just think it’s the most extraordinarily 
suspenseful situation.”

There’s a huge cast at play here, including Cillian Murphy, 
Kenneth Branagh, Mark Rylance and Tom Hardy, but one of the 
biggest eyebrow raisers was the addition of One Direction’s Harry 
Styles, who reportedly beat out thousands of other actors for the 
role. While many balked when they heard the pretty boy was 
attached to star, Nolan has been quick to defend the controversial 

“HE [CEASER] ALMOST BECOMES 
SORT OF LIKE AN APE MOSES – 
MYTHIC STATUS”
DIRECTOR, MATT REEVES

Filmed on the same beaches as the 
Dunkirk evacuation itself, Christopher 
Nolan’s movie will stir emotions.
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casting. “When we put the cast together, we had some established 
names. But for the guys on the beach, we really wanted young 
unknowns. He’s not that unknown, but he’d never done anything 
as an actor before. So he auditioned. I auditioned literally 
thousands of young men with different combinations of young 
men. And he had it.”

Rounding out the month of July is The Dark Tower on 28th, the 
adaptation of Stephen King’s insanely ambitious book series that’s 
taken 35 years to reach the screen. For almost a decade there was 
talk of a series of films tied together by a TV series, but that soon fell 
apart when the moneymen got cold feet and canned it. 

The project finally gathered steam back in 2015 when Danish 
director Nikolaj Arcel jumped aboard to guide the project along with 
the help of producers Ron Howard, Akiva Goldsman and Brain 
Grazer, the very same folk who spent the previous ten years trying 
to get it off the ground in the first place. 

While Sony is being coy with story details, we do know the film 
will not be a straight up adaptation of the 1982 book, The Gunslinger, 
but will instead borrow from a number of titles in the series to tell 
the story of Roland, the Gunslinger hero of the saga, played by Idris 
Elba, while at the same time weaving in the twisted tale of The Man 
In Black, played by Matthew McConaughey. “The hardcore fans of 
The Dark Tower series will know that this is actually a sequel to the 
books in a way,” says Arcel of the script. “It has a lot of the same 
elements, a lot of the same characters, but it is a different journey.”

That might upset some people, but Stephen King has been quick 
to defend the project right from the get-go, including the casting of 
Elba, which drew ire from certain (dumbass) corners of the Internet. 
While it may be a little worrying to some that Sony hasn’t released 
footage for the film yet, despite a July release date, we did manage to 

track down the trailer that made its way onto the web in October of 
last year and can safely say you will not be disappointed if that 
rough footage is anything to go by, so get booking those tickets for 
this one right now.

Oh, wait, we almost forgot – July sees the return of a little TV show 
called Game Of Thrones that we’re certain you’re all too eager to 
hear about. Airing on Sky Atlantic on Monday 17 July at 2am, or at the 
more palatable time of 9pm later that night, season seven is coming to 
us later than expected due to the fact the showrunners have eschewed 
the sunny weather in favour of darker shooting days to tie in with the 
whole ‘Winter is here’ motif that season six ended on. 

While major plot details are scarce, we do know we’re getting 
seven episodes, returning actors from last season, and some potential 
surprises, including the possible return of – gasp – Jason Momoa’s 
Khal Drogo. Oh, and Ed Sheeran is in it too. Either way, this is going 
to be one very fast, and very huge season that looks set to host a slew 
of brawls between Daenerys and Cersei, Cersi and Jon Snow, Euron 
Greyjoy and his niece and nephew Yara and Theon, as well as the 
White Walkers versus, well, everyone. Set series link to stun Thrones 
fans, because we guarantee this is going to be one hell of a ride. 

With the summer holidays coming to a close, you’d think things 
would start winding down at the box office. Not quite film fans, 
there are three heavy hitting popcorn munchers winging their way 
to you in the first few weeks of August starting with Luc Besson’s 
Valerian And The City of A Thousand Planets on 4th. Billed as the 
most expensive French film ever, Valerian is Besson’s attempt to 
pull in the same numbers, and praise, as The Fifth Element managed 
to rake up back in 1997. 

“THE HARDCORE FANS OF THE 
DARK TOWER SERIES WILL 
KNOW THAT THIS IS ACTUALLY A 
SEQUEL TO THE BOOKS”
DIRECTOR, NIKOLAJ ARCEL
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Dane DeHaan and Cara Delevingne star as two special ops team 
members working for the government in the 28th Century who are 
charged with maintaining order throughout the universe alongside 
a whopping cast that includes Ethan Hawke, John Goodman, Sam 
Spruell, Rhianna and Kris Wu. This is epic space adventure stuff 
based on the graphic novel of the same name, and we can’t wait to 
see what Besson has managed to cook up on a budget north of two 
hundred million space bucks. 

If like your films ultra violent then look no further than Atomic 
Blonde on 11 August, directed by John Wick co-director, David 
Leitch. This thing looks brutal, and further proof that Charlize 
Theron is here to kick ass and chew bubblegum for good, after 
badass turns in Fast 8 and Mad Max: Fury Road. In it she stars as an 
MI6 assassin sent to Berlin to deliver a dossier only to get caught up 
in a web of espionage and brutal bouts of fisticuffs. Colour us excited 
for this one! 

That same weekend sees the release of Annabelle: Creation, the 
sequel to the spin-off of The Conjuring. This time round producer 
James Wan has opted for an origin fable, telling the story of a 
dollmaker who created Annabelle several years after his daughter 
was hit by a car and killed in a freak accident. Years later he and his 
wife are taking in orphans and a nun from a shuttered orphanage 
only for them to become the target of the demonic creation. Prepare 
to be scared witless, fright fans!

2017 is arguably one of the most jam-packed years at the box 
office, and with a summer line-up like that, we’re hoping for brief 
lull before the inevitable build up and geek out to the biggest film 
event of the year – Star Wars: The Last Jedi! GM

A prequel to 2014’s Annabelle, 
this is not one to watch on 

the midnight screening!
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READING MATTERS
Words: JOHN HOULIHAN

BEREN AND LÚTHIEN     
J . R . R .  TOL K IEN

The mining of the founding father 
of British fantasy continues apace, 
and when appetite for the esteemed 
Prof’s work remains undiminished, 
you can’t really blame publishers. 
At least Beren and Lúthien is one of 
Tolkien’s more significant stories. 
Set during the First Age, it concerns 
the mortal Beren who falls in love 
with Elven princess Lúthien. Their 
union is opposed by her father 
Thingol, who sets the hero an 

impossible task: stealing a Silmaril from the great enemy 
Morgoth. Thematically this is Tolkien’s greatest love story, 
representing the union of men and elves, paving the way 
for Aragorn and Arwen, and also, rather poignantly, the 
title is the inscription on the grave that Tolkien and his 
wife share.  

FOREVER ON: A NOVEL OF SILICON VALLEY         
ROB REID    

The follow up to 2013’s Year Zero: 
A Novel has garnered lots of hype 
with the New York Times saying, 
“Reid doesn’t write sci-fi; he 
writes future history.” In Forever 
On the author turns his attention 
to the forthcoming singularity, 
the moment when an artificial 
intelligence becomes sentient. Yet 
Phluttr is no HAL-9000, but the 
hyper-addictive social network of 
your future nightmares, a friend to 

millions and repository of every social interaction every 
made. A terrifying thought eh, Facebook addicts? So what 
happens when Phluttr comes alive and mankind’s fate 
hangs on the bunch of silicon valley slacker-entrepreneurs 
who created her? A wry and very tantalising satire on 
digital dependence.

THE PERENNIAL APPEAL OF THE PROF, SILICON VALLEY SHENANIGANS, ABANDONING 
THE RAT RACE AND FAR FUTURE MILITARY SCI-FI MAKE UP THIS MONTH’S MATTERS

WALKAWAY       
CORY D OC TOROW

Hugo and Nebula nominee 
Doctorow’s mix of contemporary 
fiction and future dystopia is 
always an intriguing read and 
Walkaway proves no exception. 
3D printed technology allows 
three friends to abandon a society 
dominated by the 1% and ravaged 
by climate change, literally 
walking away from the system 
which controls their meaningless 
lives. The empty lands they 

discover are challenging, but as they prosper, they are 
joined by thousands more walkways. However, when 
they discover a way to cheat death, the ultra rich come to 
claim their secret – sparking a war that will change the 
world forever.

VANGUARD       
J ACK C A MPBEL L    

Campbell’s Lost Fleet novels are a 
very superior sort of military sci-
fi and this latest work returns to 
the founding of the Alliance and 
the heroes who fought to create it. 
Mankind’s far flung colonies are 
beset by infighting and rampant 
piracy and two soldiers, Robert 
Geary and Mele Darcy, have to 
improvise a makeshift defence in 
the face of overwhelming odds. 
Hopes for a lasting peace can only 

be forged through a grand alliance, which lies in the 
hands of an anarchic red and a failed politician, but can 
they succeed and prevent a catastrophic war between 
emerging empires?

“SET DURING THE FIRST AGE, IT 
CONCERNS THE MORTAL BEREN 
WHO FALLS IN LOVE WITH 
ELVEN PRINCESS LÚTHIEN”

“WHEN THEY DISCOVER A 
WAY TO CHEAT DEATH, THE 
ULTRA RICH COME TO CLAIM 
THEIR SECRET”

Author of the Seraph books
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WHAT THE HELL IS THE STAR WARS: GALACTIC BATTLE?
Isn’t it obvious? It’s Computer Battleship disguised as a Star Wars toy. We really (really!) wanted to love 
Tiger’s Star Wars: Galactic Battle. We already have MB Games’ Computer Battleship, and thought that 
taking that game to a new dimension with TIE Fighters, X-Wings, Star Destroyers and Rebel Transport 
ships sounded like a geeky dream come true. What we ended up with is still just Battleship, only with 
tiny models to stick on bases. There are three games to choose from, levelling up in difficulty as you go, 
but the instructions seem flawed from the get go. You have to put clear plastic bases on your hex grid, 
then stick the Star Wars Imperial or Rebel ships on these, only the booklet doesn’t tell you which ship 
goes where, but the machine shouts their names out when you get a hit. All a bit confusing really.

WHY DID YOU WANT IT?
It’s got Star Wars on it and has miniature iconic space ships – do we need any other reason? From the 
box, we were all duped into thinking that it has ‘real’ Star Wars voices and sound effects too. What a 
crock of shit. The voices that blare out for the most part are some American with a lisp impersonating 
Luke Skywalker, followed by generic blasting sound effects. Oh… no… give them their dues. We think 
we heard one short sample from the actual movie, it’s Obi-Wan’s classic “May the Force be with you” 
quote that was so well used on the Star Wars Arcade Game. Obviously the entire voice budget was used 
on this one clip, so they had to get Alan from the marketing department to do the rest.

IS IT AS AWESOME AS YOU REMEMBER?
To give Tiger some credit, the game does look awesome. They have done a great job of theming a Battleship 
game to look like it belongs in the Star Wars universe. We were intrigued to find out how they would know 
whereabouts our X-Wing was sitting on a 3-long base, but that’s where the game falls down flat. In the 
mode we played, the models are simply there for show. The computer doesn’t know where your X-Wing is 
sitting, it’s aiming and blasting at the clear plastic base and burping out “X-Wing Hit” with each missile 
on target. Well actually no, you haven’t hit my X-Wing, you hit a bit of clear plastic.

CAN I GET ONE?
It’s such a shame we ended up disappointed by what looks like a fantastic Star Wars and Battleship 
mash-up. Maybe 20 years on Tiger could have another crack at this, using today’s computer technology 
to make the game we thought this was. Expect to pay around £25 for a working one, if you want.

REMEMBERING…

S TA R  WA R S : 
G A L AC T I C  B AT T L E

IT’S 20 YEARS SINCE TIGER ELECTRONICS’ STAR WARS: 
GALACTIC BATTLE HIT TOY SHOPS, BRINGING THE BATTLE 
BETWEEN THE REBEL ALLIANCE AND THE IMPRERIAL FLEET 
HOME FOR THOUSANDS OF STAR WARS FANS. BUT DID THEY 
HIT THE TARGET?

GEEKY 
MONKEY

KEEP UP WITH THE 
LATEST GEEK TOY NEWS 
– RETRO AND MODERN

Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai Facebook “f ” Logo CMYK / .ai
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RETRO TOY

“THE 
COMPUTER 
DOESN’T KNOW 
WHERE YOUR 
X-WING IS 
SITTING, IT’S 
AIMING AND 
BLASTING AT 
THE CLEAR 
PLASTIC BASE”

Packed with cool miniatures of the 
Imperial and Rebel space fleets, 
we were expecting great things 
from Galactic Battle. Sadly…
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COMIC CRITIQUE

The Unworthy Thor #1-5
S TORY, J A S ON A A RON  //   A R T,  OL I V IER COIPEL ,  PA SC A L A L I X E 
& K IM J AC IN TO  //   PUBL ISHER , M A RV EL COMIC S

A good one for Beta Ray Bill fans, Unworthy Thor wisely abandoned 
the original ongoing format to instead become a limited series. 
Staggering artwork from Coipel impresses but the presence of other 
artists ensures a slightly more uneven quality. Aaron’s writing is 
exceptional, and although it peaks before the final issue, there’s still 
a great sense of scope and an eye towards future Odinson tales. 

Star Wars: Darth Maul #1-2  
S TORY, CUL L EN BUNN  //   A R T,  LUK E ROS S  
//   PUBL ISHER , M A RV EL COMIC S

There’s an element of restraint to the entire Marvel Star Wars line. 
Whether that’s a mandate from above or not, it feels like a writer 
such as Bunn could do more if allowed to really cut loose. Still, Maul 
is an appealing character, and there’s a lot of potential that will 
hopefully manifest in a series that is very easy to pick up and delve 
into. It’s difficult to imagine Star Wars fans being disappointed. 

WITH SPRING UPON US, WE FAVOURED LURKING INSIDE OUR FAVOURITE COMIC BOOK 
STORES AND INHALING THE FRESHLY PRINTED INK, TO ACTUALLY GOING OUTSIDE…

Batwoman Rebirth #1  
S TORY, M A RGUERI T E BENNE T T & J A ME S T Y NION I V                      
//   A R T,  S T E V E EP T ING  //   PUBL ISHER , DC COMIC S 

Kate Kane (Batwoman) has been the highlight of Detective Comics 
over the past year, and that trend will apparently continue. Although 
this first issue eases readers in somewhat, it provides enough of a 
hook to ensure most will come back. This is a title with a lot to live up 
to, but there’s no reason that this creative team would not be up to 
the job. Epting’s artwork is always a joy too.

Judge Dredd: Deviations     
S TORY, JOHN MCCRE A  //   A R T,  JOHN MCCRE A & MIK E SP ICER  
//   PUBL ISHER , IDW 

Dedicated to the incomparable Steve Dillon, McCrea’s Deviations 
depicts a world in which Dredd has been bitten by werewolf and 
himself transformed into a furry fiend. Unlike the original 2000AD 
piece by Dillon, in which Dredd was cured, this re-imagining sees the 
Judge remain trapped in his new form. McCrea’s alliance with colorist 
Spicer is a stunning combination – a cracking read.
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 Born on Dathomir to Mother Talzin and raised by the 
Nightsisters, Maul was taken as the apprentice of 
the sith lord Darth Sidious. Talented in the ways of 

the dark side, Maul was trained relentlessly to become the 
secret weapon of the future Emperor, striking out across 
the galaxy to carry out the will of Sidious and prepare for 
the eventual revenge of the sith. Revealing the existence 
of the sith to the Jedi after a thousand years of hiding, 
Maul was sliced in half by the blade of Obi-Wan Kenobi 
on Naboo after Maul had dispatched Kenobi’s master Qui-
Gon Jinn. 

Hitting screens in 1999’s The Phantom Menace, Darth 
Maul was undoubtedly the most popular character to 
come out of the prequel trilogy. Designed by concept artist 
Iain McCaig and based on his worst nightmare, Maul 
developed through a number of drawings and ultimately 
came to vivid life via the work of costume designer Trisha 
Biggar, principal Maul make-up artist Paul Engelen, voice 
actor Peter Serafinowicz and actor Ray Park. 

Speaking at Celebration Anaheim back in 2015, Park 
discussed the role and his feelings about the character.

“I wouldn’t be where I am today if it wasn’t for 
Darth Maul. It was the best feeling in the world to get to 
play this character.” Contrary to the popular notion that 
George Lucas controlled every aspect of the production, 
the director gave Park freedom to add his own spin to 
the character.

“I asked George and he said, ‘Whatever you want him 
to be.’ He was really open to my interpretation.” When 
Park suggested changes to Maul’s lightsaber hilt, Lucas 
was equally receptive. “He was cool, though. He just said 
to go ahead and flip it.”

Much to the surprise of the Star Wars fan 
community, Darth Maul returned on 9 March 2012, this 
time on the small screen, in Brothers. This was the 21st 
episode of Star Wars: The Clone Wars fourth season. 
Voiced by versatile fan-favourite Sam Witwer, Maul was 
on a quest for power and revenge, becoming a thorn in 
the side of the early rebellion and influencing factions 
across the galaxy, all in a quest to take his revenge against 
Ben Kenobi.

Darth Maul and Obi Wan Kenobi met for a final 
showdown on the desert world of Tatooine as the aged 
adversaries clashed in a brief battle that ended with Maul 
falling to Kenobi’s sword. GM

I WAS IN STAR WARS TOO!

 DARTH MAUL
GEEKY MONKEY CHAMPIONS THE ACTORS AND SPECIAL FX ARTISTS BEHIND THE 
MASK, THIS MONTH IT’S DARTH SIDIOUS’S FIRST APPRENTICE…
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“I WOULDN’T BE WHERE 
I AM TODAY IF IT WASN’T 
FOR DARTH MAUL”
RAY PARK

AC TO R , R AY PA RK  //   F IR S T A PPE A RED IN ,  S TA R WA R S : EP IS O DE I  – T HE PH A N TO M MEN ACE  //   Y E A R , 19 9 9
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An admission seems in order – a Batman signal 
projector for a bedside lamp is something we have 
wanted since we were old enough to even articulate 
what it is we want from Father Christmas. No more 
attempting to make do with an old lamp and a 
cut-out bat design, this new creation from the Glow 
Company will blaze out the immortal insignia to 
a distance of up to eight metres, and spins round 
360 degrees. Of course, there is the considerable 
risk of attracting the Dark Knight’s attention for no 
good reason, and he may not take kindly to having 
his time wasted. But at least you’ll be safe from 
psychotic arch villains every night.

GET THIS
HOLY BEDSIDE LAMPS, BATMAN! EVERYTHING 
FROM NINTENDO-THEMED BOOZING TO 
EXPENSIVE KINDER EGG KITS AWAITS YOU…

The continued fetishisation of the humble audio 
cassette continues apace, no doubt fuelled by the 
popularity of Guardians of the Galaxy as much 
as anything else. Little did we know all that 
time we spent taking them apart, spooling them 
with pencils and sticking them back together 
again, we were cool as fudge. Curmudgeonliness 
aside, we would be quite impressed if someone 
pulled one of these out to pay for a round.

Tatty Devine Cassette Purse

£ 13  //   IWA N TONEOF T HOSE .COM

Batman Signal Projector Light

£ 2 5  //   MERCHOID.COM

We must admit, when we first saw this cool 
cartridge popping up on screen we thought it 
was a place to hide your fags, but it turns out to 
be a sneaky place to stash your booze instead. 
Of course, a true geek, when seeing an NES 
cartridge on your person, may be disappointed 
to find it isn’t real, but they’ll soon cheer up 
after a nip of pixie-gin or whatever it is Link 
gets wasted on.

The Legend Of Zelda 
Cartridge Canteen Flask
£ 20  //   MERCHOID.COM

Hey you guys! Let’s have a game of ‘Fish’! 
Admittedly fifteen quid for a pack of 52 playing 
cards is a bit steep, but for geeks of a certain 
vintage, this is going to prove irresistible – or 
will make a perfect gift. Starting out as a 
Kickstarter project, these official cards boast 
all the gang taking it in turns as King, and as 
Joker, it can only be Sloth. Loser of any game 
has to do the truffle shuffle.

The Goonies Playing Cards

£ 15  //   F IREBOX .COM
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We were instantly smitten with the design 
of these mugs, with their joystick handle 
(which could lead to some spillage due to sheer 
instinctive trigger-happy muscle spasms) and 
retro lettering… but the only problem we have 
is, what kind of gamer fuel comes in such a 
normal-sized vessel? Ideally this should hold at 
least a litre, we’re not heading back to the kettle 
halfway through a boss battle.

Ever wanted to fold your own teenage werewolf, 
or screaming skull? How about crafting a paper 
Nosferatu, in his castle? Yes, you have, stop 
lying. The very best people are obsessed with the 
horror genre, and the very best people deserve 
great presents – and this collection of 20 horrific 
diaramas to pleat, Japanese-style, will be a 
definite win for the screaming aficionado in your 
life. Fold with fear in your heart.

Gamer Fuel MugHorrorgami

£ 13  //   EMP.CO.UK£ 13  //   F IREBOX .COM

There’s something quite fitting that this Star 
Wars gift can be purchased from ‘The Hut’. 
This dinky little construction kit from Metal 
Earth isn’t as large as the price suggests, it’s 
more like a Kinder Egg toy, but Star Wars fans 
will still be keen to get the golden ditherer 
on their shelves. They come as C-3PO, R2-D2 
or both combined kits. The 3PO kit arrives as 
two 4-inch steel gold toned sheets of laser cut 
parts which you snap out to form the droid, 
with no glue required. Admittedly, it might 
be a bit disappointing not to get a chocolatey 
treat with it, but the miniature 3D replica is 
still great fun to construct, and looks smart 
waving from our bookshelf.

It’s the smallest drone yet built, outside the 
crazed imaginations of conspiracy theorists! 
This 4cm by 4cm buzzer is controllable in all 
directions, and can even do 360 flips! It’s only 
actually controllable up to a distance of 25 
metres, admittedly, but that’s still enough for 
you to fly it right down the throat of your boss 
or teacher and choke them to death. We never 
said that.

Nanodrone Quadcopter

£ 2 5  //   QWERK I T Y.COM

Star Wars C-3PO Metal Earth 
Construction Kit
£ 13  //   T HEHU T.COM

COLLECTABLES
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“How far will you go to save your child?” Alice 
has no choice. She will go as far as it takes. But 
as she descends into her own private hell, dark 
secrets about the past begin to surface… Early 

one morning, Dr. Alice Lambert (Alexandra Lamy) 
gets up early to fix a bottle for Tara, her six-month 

old daughter. Suddenly, two gunshots ring out. 
Everything goes black. When Alice emerges 

from a coma a week later, a nightmarish reality 
awaits. Her husband was murdered and her baby 
is missing. Suspected by the police and hunted by 
ruthless hitmen, Alice refuses to give up. She can 
feel it, she knows her daughter is alive out there 

somewhere, waiting for her. Alone in her search for 
Tara, Alice turns to Richard (Pascal Elbé), her first 
love and a former criminal investigator. And more 
importantly, the only person she can really trust.

NO SECOND CHANCE IS AVAILABLE ON DVD 
NOW FROM EUREKA ENTERTAINMENT

SPECIAL OFFER
TAKE OUT A UK 12 ISSUE SUBSCRIPTION 
FOR £35 AND RECEIVE A FREE COPY OF                  

NO SECOND CHANCE ON DVD*
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IT’S THE FASTEST HUNK OF JUNK IN THE 
CARIBBEAN, IT’S BEEN TO DAVY JONES’S LOCKER 
AND IT’S EVEN FOUGHT THE KRAKEN, BUT WHAT’S 
THE REAL STORY BEHIND CAPTAIN JACK 
SPARROW’S BELOVED BLACK PEARL?

 We were first introduced to the pirate ship the Black Pearl and her 
erstwhile captain Jack Sparrow in 2003’s Pirates of the Caribbean: 
Curse of the Black Pearl. Jack’s attempt to reclaim his beloved ship from 

his mutinous former First Mate Barbossa, and lift the curse that condemns 
himself and the ship’s crew to zombie-like undeath, forms the plot of the first 
movie in this popular franchise. It’s made clear in the film that there’s 
something special and even uncanny about the Pearl, but beyond the statement 
that she’s the fastest ship in the Caribbean, the exact details of the ship’s history 
and Jack’s relationship with her are never revealed. For the backstory of Captain 
Jack Sparrow and the Black Pearl we must look elsewhere.

As well as the Disney theme park attractions upon which they are based and 
the four (and soon to be five) feature films, the Pirates of the Caribbean franchise 
also includes a series of videogames and three spin-off novels. It is in one of 
these, the 2011 prequel novel Pirates of the Caribbean: The Price of Freedom by 
Ann C. Crispin, that we learn the story of how Jack Sparrow became the captain 
of the Black Pearl.

In the book, we find a young Jack as a merchant seaman pursuing a 
legitimate career as a first mate for the East India Trading Company. When Jack’s 
ship is attacked by pirates and his captain is killed, he suddenly finds himself in 
command. Jack negotiates with the pirate captain, and the successful outcome 
puts Jack in line for a promotion. He is given command of a ship named the 
Wicked Wench, and proves himself to be a very capable captain. He catches the 
eye of an officer of the company, and is sent on a mission to locate a magical 
island that hides a huge treasure. However, after Jack frees a cargo of slaves, his 
villainous superior betrays him, brands him as a pirate and orders his ship to be 
burned. Jack tries to save his ship, but is too late, and she sinks with him still on 
board. Trapped between life and death, Jack makes a deal with Davy Jones, the 
Lord of the Sea; in exchange for resurrection of the Wicked Wench and 13 years 
of captaincy, Jack promises his soul to Jones. The ship, now scorched and 
blackened, is raised from the ocean bed, and Jack renames her the Black Pearl. 
After recruiting a pirate crew from the port of Tortuga he sets sail for Shipwreck 
Island. The rest, as they say, is history.

The Black Pearl is both a character in the films, and also a major shooting 
location, so a lot of effort was put into making the ship look as impressive as 
possible. For the first film the ship was built on a floating barge, with only the 
parts needed for physical action being constructed, and the rest of the ship’s 
structure being added using CGI. When the film proved to be a massive hit and 
the next two films were confirmed, a full-sized seaworthy Black Pearl was built 
by production designer Rick Heinrichs and construction coordinator Greg Callas, 
constructed around an existing ship called the Sunset, a propeller-driven ship 
previously used for servicing oil rigs. This time a full three-masted ship was 
built, with only the topmost masts and sails added with CGI. The result is one of 
the most memorable movie ships ever to grace the seas, and a star of the films in 
her own right. GM

THE BLACK 
PEARL

MEGA MACHINE
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“THE SHIP, NOW 
SCORCHED AND 
BLACKENED, IS 
RAISED FROM THE 
OCEAN BED, AND 
JACK RENAMES HER 
THE BLACK PEARL”
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PACKING A PUNCH

Like that other famous rogue 
captain Han Solo, Jack Sparrow 
loves to boast about the speed of 
his ship. She is claimed to be the 
“fastest ship in the world” and 
proves her speed when sailing 
with the wind, even outrunning 
Davy Jones’ legendary Flying 
Dutchman. She was also heavily 
armed, mounting 32 twelve-
pound cannons, a significant 
upgrade from her previous 
incarnation as the Wicked 
Wench, when she was armed 
with 14 twelve-pounders, two 
nine-pounders, and three swivel 
guns. Her black hull and sails also 
provided her with the ability to 
operate stealthily, launching a 
successful sneak attack on Port 
Royal itself.

He knows his stuff

Words: CLIFF SMITH

GM#20_052-053_MegaMachine.indd   53 13/04/2017   15:11



©
C

O
M

ED
Y

 C
EN

TR
A

L

BENDEE-BOO AND THE
MYSTERY CREW
//  2013

written by

PATRIC M. VERRONE

starring

BILLY WEST  //   FRY
KATEY SAGAL  //  LEELA
GEORGE TAKEI  //  KABUKI THEATER OWNER

We love a good geeky mash-up 
here at Geeky Monkey Towers, and 
were recently catching up on our 
Futurama episodes when we came 
across season seven, episode 19 – 
the Saturday Morning Fun Pit. The 
head of Richard Nixon is watching 
a series of Saturday morning kids 
cartoons, all starring the Futurama 
gang with parodies of The Smurfs, 
G.I. Joe and our favourite, Scooby-
Doo. The Futurama version is called 
Bendee-Boo and the Mystery Crew.

Bender takes on Scooby’s role, 
Fry is obviously Shaggy and Leela 
is Daphne. On their way to visit 
Shaggy’s nephew at a cloning lab 
they stop at a kabuki theater for a 
snack, only to find it is run by none 
other than Star Trek’s George Takei 
– wow, that’s three geeky strands in 
this mash-up!

George explains that his theater has 
been deserted since a basketball 
arena opened over the road. On 
investigating the gang discover 
that a mysterious dragon ghost is 
trying to scare people to stop the 
basketball. After much running 
through corridors to classic sound 
effects, it is revealed that the 
dragon ghost is in fact George Takei 
himself. “And I would never have 
gotten away with it, regardless of 
you meddling kids!”
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“DID ANYONE ELSE HEAR 
THAT WEIRD LAUGH?”
AMY/VELMA

“IT’S SPOOKY, IT DOESN’T 
SEEM TO CORRESPOND 
TO ANYTHING FUNNY 
HAPPENING”
LEELA/DAPHNE
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REAL NAME CAROL SUSAN JANE DANVERS  //  FIRST APPEARANCE    MARVEL SUPER-HEROES #13  
(MARCH 1968) 

“MY NAME IS CAPTAIN 
MARVEL...  I  AM AN EARTHLING 
AND AN AVENGER.”
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Labelled ‘Marvel’s biggest female hero’, 
Carol Danvers has been known as 
Captain Marvel, Binary and Warbird.
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 Carol Danvers, aka Captain Marvel, is going to make a big splash on the world in 
the next couple of years. While she’s been a fan favourite of comic book fans 
since she appeared back in 1968 when writer Roy Thomas and artists Gene 

Colan got together to cook up a supporting character for the original Captain Marvel 
title they were working on at the time, Danvers is on the verge of getting the big 
screen treatment and joining the Marvel Cinematic Universe. 

Oscar winning actress and star of the excellent The Room and monster movie 
Kong: Skull Island, Brie Larson, has been cast by the studio to appear in a Captain 
Marvel solo flick in 2018, but we also get the feeling she might make an appearance 
before then in the new Avengers film currently in post-production under the 
watchful eyes of the Russo brothers. 

When Danvers first appeared in the Marvel world she wasn’t a super hero, rather 
an air force pilot, but Colan and Thomas spent until 1977 laying the groundwork for 
her origin until Marvel decided it wanted to develop a powerful female super hero. 
While Gerry Conway and John Buscema worked on the book initially, writer Chris 
Claremont took over and began heavily developing her character as the series moved 
from issue to issue. 

Ultimately, it was Claremont who was responsible for crafting a lot of what we 
have today, before artists Dave Cockrum stepped in towards the end of her original 
run in comics to design a new outfit that became the costume so synonymous with 
the character we know and love. 

She’s had a pretty tumultuous run to date in the Marvel world, including joining 
the X-Men after her powers were stolen by Rogue and becoming their go-to pilot and 
intelligence officer, before being kidnapped by an alien race who experimented on 
her and inadvertently unlocked her true super hero potential, transforming her into 
the godlike super hero, Binary. 

Later, she found herself abandoned in Limbo by the Avengers, before returning 
to Earth traumatised and turning to alcohol, which in turn led to her expulsion from 
the group. When she finally kicked her habit and began turning up in the House of M 
she realized her potential and became a true champion for the people of Earth. 

It’ll be extremely interesting to see how much of her backstory is woven into the 
big screen version of the character, in particular the alcoholism, something Marvel 
has tip-toed around when it comes to Tony Stark, but her addition to the celluloid 
world the super studio has been building since Iron Man back in 2008 is, frankly, long 
overdue. Roll on 2019! GM

CAPTAIN 
MARVEL
GEEKY MONKEY TAKES A QUICK LOOK AT MARVEL’S 
GREATEST FEMALE SUPER HERO, CAPTAIN MARVEL. 

Words: SEBASTIAN WILLIAMSON

DEFINING CHARACTERISTICS 
Captain Marvel can fly, she possesses superhuman 
agility, speed and strength, as well as the ability 
to absorb energy and unleash killer photon blasts. 
Basically, she could give the mighty Superman a run 
for his money. 

WHERE IS SHE NOW? 
You can get your Carol Danvers fix by checking out 
Mighty Captain Marvel, which hit shelves back in 
January, and is written by Beautiful Creatures and 
Black Widow scribe, Margaret Stohl. 
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D O N ’ T  M I S S

 After the failed attempt to recapture the magic of the 
original 1979 film with Prometheus, Ridley Scott returns 
once again to the director’s chair with Alien: Covenant, 

which promises to take us back to the series’ horror roots and 
kickstart a new trilogy that will eventually lead into the start 
of the original terror tale that spawned an entire series of films, 
spin-offs, books, comics and toys. 

While we’re the first to admit we’re super-excited for the 
arrival of Covenant, especially from the looks of the trailers 
Fox has been dropping over the last few months, as well as the 
footage we caught at this year’s SXSW, the series itself hasn’t 
had a truly great sequel since James Cameron blew the world 
away with Aliens back in 1986. 

The franchise has been floating aimlessly in space for 
years thanks to messy behind the scenes antics of Alien 3 and 
the equally poor Alien: Resurrection, so this one feels like a last 
ditch attempt to revive the ailing Starbeast. Thankfully, it’s got 
some good talent attached to it behind the scenes, including 
Oscar nominated scribe and Penny Dreadful creator John Logan, 
plus Fox appears to have gone to great lengths to ensure fans 
Covenant is definitely taking the series back to its gory roots with 
the drip feeding of spooky trailers, images and posters. 

Hell, even the cast has been keen to point out the fact 
this one is going to scare the pants off us come release date, 
especially star Danny McBride. “I’m not allowed to talk a lot 
about what happens in it, but it is a straight horror movie. I’ve 
never been on something that intense before, with that level of 
visual effects and gore. I’ve also never been in a movie where 
people just straight up die like that,” says McBride, who was 
recently tapped to write and direct the new Halloween movie 
for Blumhouse and John Carpenter. “When I started the movie, 

the cast would go to these dinners and it was like twenty 
people. Then each week, the numbers dwindled and it became 
less and less people at the table.

While Scott has also been pushing the horror angle, his 
reason for making the film is a simple one – he wants to show 
us who made the aliens. “No one ever asked that question. 
[Alien] was just about there it is; it exists. And this is what it is – 
seven guys and gals in a steel hull, frankly, the very old idea of 
The Old Dark House. Who’s gonna die next? The fundamental 
basis of Alien was a pretty old B-movie, but because of the cast 
and talent involved it came out an A+ movie,” says the director. 
“So we’ve reinvented the idea of Alien, I think, which is that 
Covenant gets us a step closer to who and why was this thing 
designed. And if you think it’s them [the Engineers], you’re 
dead wrong.”

Hopefully that question and more will be answered when 
the film hits screens this coming month, but let’s be honest 
here Alien fans, if Scott and his crew blow this one like they 
blew Prometheus back in 2012, then it might be time to take off 
and nuke the series from orbit. It’s the only way to be sure. GM

Alien: Covenant will be in cinemas around the UK from 12 May – 
a week earlier than the US.

Alien: Covenant
[THE BIG ONE]

//  PREMIERE DAT E ,  12 M AY  //   S T UDIO,  20T H CEN T URY FOX  //   D IREC TOR , R IDL E Y S COT T
//  S TA RRING , MICH A EL FA S SBENDER , K AT HERINE WAT ER S TON , B IL LY CRUDUP

“I’M NOT ALLOWED TO TALK A 
LOT ABOUT WHAT HAPPENS 
IN IT, BUT IT IS A STRAIGHT 
HORROR MOVIE”
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 Boom! This month is a biggie for fans of Marvel’s band 
of space-hopping misfits, the Guardians of the Galaxy. 
Yes, that’s right Groot fans, Peter Quill and his gang 

are back to save the universe from destruction once more, 
only this time director James Gunn is promising bigger set 
pieces, more laughs, more Groot and – drum roll please – 
Kurt friggin’ Russell as Quill’s father! 

Oh, and it turns out the film isn’t just going to shake 
things up out in outer space, it’s being used as the backdrop 
for a Tango and Cash reunion too, thanks to Gunn who 
somehow managed to convince Sylvester Stallone to jump 
aboard the Marvel train. While Sly will play one of the 
Ravagers, the group of space pirates led by Michael Rooker’s 
Yondu, we’re not entirely sure what his role in the story 
will be, besides just showing up and playing it cool from 
scene to scene. 

If space brawls aren’t your thing, then be sure to check 
out King Arthur, Guy Ritchie’s super jazzy take on the 
classic tale of a boy and his magical sword that stars Sons of 
Anarchy’s Charlie Hunnam as the titular King Arthur and 
Jude Law as the villainous Vortigern. 

For anyone in search of a giggle, we’ve got a couple of 
comedies hitting screens this month too. First up is the Goldie 
Hawn and Amy Schumer rib tickler, Snatched, that sees 
the duo get caught up in a jungle holiday that goes horribly 
wrong. This is the first time Hawn has been seen on the screen 
in 15 years, so we’re expecting big things from this one. 

Next up is Colossal, a quirky tale that stars Anne 
Hathaway as a party girl who is somehow connected to a 
giant monster wreaking havoc on the streets of Seoul, South 
Korea. We’ve seen it, and its well… different, but absolutely 
worth checking out if you like your movies weird and wacky 
with a side serving of Kaiju sauce. GM

AHOY MATEYS!  

The Pirates of the Caribbean 
are back, and judging from early 
reactions after a screening at this 
year’s Cinemacon, Disney has 
managed to right the ship after 
the dreadful On Stranger Tides. 
This fourth instalment in the series 
sees the return of Johnny Depp’s 
Captain Jack Sparrow as well as 
a few familiar faces, including 
Orlando Bloom’s Will Turner, while 
also introducing a new generation 
of pirates that look set to carry 
the series forward from here. Like 
Turner’s son Henry, who is on a 
quest to save his old man and 
help Sparrow find the mysterious 
Trident of Poseidon. 

O U T  T H I S  M O N T H  //  M O V I E S

I am Groot… again

28 April
  Guardians of the 

Galaxy Vol. 2                                                   
// WALT DISNEY

5 May
  Unlocked                                                  

// LIONSGATE

  Whisky Galore                                                  
// ARROW FILMS

12 May
  Alien: Covenant                                                    

// 20TH CENTURY FOX

  Jawbone                                                    
// VERTIGO RELEASING

19 May
  King Arthur: Legend 

of the Sword             
// WARNER BROS

  Spaceship                                                    
// TRINITY FILMS

  Snatched                                        
// 20TH CENTURY FOX

  Colossal                                        
// ENTERTAINMENT FILM

26 May
  Pirates of the Caribbean: 

Salazar’s Revenge         
// WALT DISNEY

GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY VOL. 2 KING ARTHUR: LEGEND OF THE SWORD
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28 April
  Little Nightmares [PS4, XB1]                 

// BANDAI NAMCO

  Outlast Trinity [PS4, XB1]                 
// WARNER BROS INTERACTIVE

5 May
  Prey [PS4, XB1, PC]                       

// BETHESDA

  Guardians of the Galaxy: 
The Telltale Series [PS4, XB1]                       
// WARNER BROS INTERACTIVE

  Dreamfall Chapters [PS4, XB1]                       
// DEEP SILVER

19 May
  Injustice 2 [PS4, XB1]                 

// WARNER BROS INTERACTIVE

26 May
  Guilty Gear XRD Rev 2 [PS4]                 

// PQUBE

30 May
  Star Trek: Bridge Crew                                              

[PSVR, OR, HTCV]                                                             
// UBISOFT

 What do Swamp Thing, Gorilla Grodd, Deadshot, 
Captain Cold, Supergirl, Doctor Fate, Braniac, Robin, 
Scarecrow, Blue Beetle, Cheetah, Black Canary, 

Poison Ivy, Firestorm, Darkseid and Attrocitus all have in 
common? Sure, they’re all characters from the DC Universe 
so can’t help being more interconnected than Kevin Bacon 
and everyone in Hollywood, but they also comprise the new 
roster of fighters joining the sequel to Injustice: Gods Among 
Us, and will all receive the benefits of the game’s brand new 
Gear system. Obviously. Injustice 2 might not have the most 
imaginative of names but it certainly makes up for it in the 
customisation stakes thanks to a concept borrowed from first-
person shooters like Destiny. As you fight you’ll win loot, that 
loot contains gear, and that gear can be used to customise your 
character’s look as well as their fighting ability. In effect you’ll 
be able to tailor your character to your fighting style, which is 
all well and good until you play online against someone whose 
spent more time collecting loot than you. But that’s OK, you 
can disable such perks if you like and go for an old fashioned 
hyper-violent rumble. Lose and it’ll be all your fault. 

Remember that utterly stunning moment in 2006’s Prey 
when you, as a native American, were at a bar only to be 
sucked into a giant alien spacecraft as Don’t Fear The Reaper 
by The Blue Oyster Cult played on the jukebox? Well this year’s 
re-imagining (also called Prey and definitely not a sequel) 
won’t be much like that. Set on a space station in orbit around 
the moon it similarly sets you against the same extraterrestrial 
hunters, but this time in a style that’s blatantly got quite 
a crush on classic first-person role-playing game System 
Shock. It’s a game far more about player choice than its 11 
year-old namesake and promises to provide exceptional sci-fi 
adventuring that’s emotionally gripping, even if it does lack a 
killer soundtrack. GM

//  G A M E S

Battles, and the planets…

BEAM ME UP!

Available for Oculus Rift, 
PlayStation VR and HTC Vive and 
with a name that sells itself, Star 
Trek: Bridge Crew really will put 
you and three (optional) friends in 
charge of a starship of the United 
Federation of Planets as you go 
about your individual jobs, in 
virtual reality. Each player has a 
role, be it Captain, Engineer, Helm 
or Tactical, and together they 
must deal with Klingons on the 
starboard bow and whatever else 
is thrown at them as they fly the 
U.S.S. Aegis through a either a set 
story or a series of procedurally 
generated missions. Oh. Hell. Yes. 

INJUSTICE 2 PREY
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Streaming
  Marvel’s Iron Fist 
 //  NETFLIX

1 May
 American Gods, Season 1
 //  AMAZON PRIME

2 May
 Lucifer, Season 2c
 //  AMAZON PRIME

5 May
 Sense8, Season 2
 //  NETFLIX

19 May
  Unbreakable Kimmy 

Schmidt, Season 3
 //  NETFLIX

22 May
 Twin Peaks, Season 3
 //  SKY ATLANTIC

30 May
 House of Cards, Season 5
 //  NETFLIX

 Telly addicts are in for a treat this month with the 
arrival of a trio of spectacularly cool shows, including 
American Gods, Lucifer Season 2 and Twin Peaks. 

First up is American Gods, the small screen take on 
Neil Gaiman’s superb book. The material, a perfect fit for 
TV rather than the big screen (ahem, Sandman, anyone?) is 
being adapted by Hannibal creator, Bryan Fuller, and stars 
Hollyoaks Ricky Whittle as Shadow Moon, a mysterious 
man on a road trip across America with the God Odin (Ian 
McShane) in search of the remaining elder gods who have 
integrated themselves into American life. From the looks of 
the trailers this is going to be dark stuff from start to finish, 
with the footage promising buckets of blood, floors made of 
skulls and animals with flaming eyes.

Next up, Lucifer Season Two, which has been bizarrely 
broken up in terms of episode count for this run. The final 
four episodes of season two are being banked and delivered 
next year in addition to a further full 22 episodes for season 
three. Clearly Fox has faith in the series, but it’s a strange 
move. However, it sounds like the studio’s summer schedule 
was the reason for the reshuffle. 

Last up is the return of Twin Peaks after a 20 year hiatus. 
The show sees the return of creators David Lynch and Mark 
Frost, with the duo doing most of the writing for the limited 
episode run that takes place 25 years after the original. 
Exactly what’s happened in the town during that time, and 
why Kyle MacLachlan’s Special Agent Dale Cooper is back 
remains a mystery (hint, check out the final scene from the 
end of the second series for clues). With Lynch directing all 
episodes you can expect weirdness, but it might be a good 
idea to check out the first two seasons to understand what’s 
going on, as well as gain an insight into the characters 
populating the world of Twin Peaks. GM

SENSE8ATIONAL!

The sensates are back in Sense8 
season two, the Netflix series 
from Lana and Lilly Wachowski, 
the creative powerhouses behind 
The Matrix and Cloud Atlas. 
The first season received some 
pretty positive praise from critics 
and audiences, bringing together 
eight sensates from around the 
globe who experience a shared 
vision depicting the violent death 
of a woman called Angelica. 
The eight then find themselves 
hunted by one of their own, 
who tracks them down via their 
shared psychic link. The second 
season, premiering on 5 May, 
looks set to follow the eight as 
they continue to try and avoid 
their evil pursuer, Whispers. 

Oh my Gods…

//  T V

LUCIFERAMERICAN GODS
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BINGEBOX
THE NEW GEEKY MONKEY GUIDE TO WATCHING TV YOUR WAY. WE’VE CHOSEN THE 
TOP EPISODES OF STREAMING TV AVAILABLE FOR YOU TO WATCH WHEN YOU WANT, 
WHERE YOU WANT, ON THE TOP STREAMING TV SERVICES…

  DRAMA/FANTASY  
THE PEOPLE V OJ SIMPSON: AMERICAN CRIME STORY     

BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 3 // “THE DREAM TEAM”

n  Do you remember the OJ trial? The 
chase? The media circus? 20 years on, 
it’s all here in this compelling behind the 
scenes recreation of events. As the trial 
itself approaches, the prosecution team 
are confident. But can race be kept out 
of the equation forever? Compelling even 
when you know the outcome.

THE AMERICANS                                                                                
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 4 // “IN CONTROL”

n  Apparently all-American Eighties couple 
Philip and Elizabeth (Matthew Rhys and 
Keri Russell) are not all they seem to be in 
this Cold War drama. Unbeknown to their 
two teenaged children or their friendly FBI 
agent neighbour, they are in fact Soviet 
agents dedicated to the destruction of 
capitalism. Still, it’s a hobby.

FARGO                                                                                                             
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 // “THE CROCODILE’S DILEMMA”

n  Years after the events of the movie, violence stalks the snow-covered landscape 
of Minnesota once again. While the arrival of Billy Bob Thornton’s unbalanced 
loner poses a definite threat, ultimately it could be henpecked insurance 
salesman Lester Nygard (Martin Freeman) who causes trouble. Catch Noah 
Hawley’s drama from the beginning. 

 SCIENCE FICTION 
TRAVELERS                                                                                    

BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 // “PILOT”

n  FBI Agent Grant McClaren (Eric McCormick) tracks four people whose 
personalities have suddenly changed. It turns out they’re possessed by four 
special time traveling operatives from the future. The premise is a little bonkers 
but this is pure binge-watching fodder with the entire first season available now 
on Netflix.

RICK AND MORTY                                                                           
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 2, EPISODE 4 // “TOTAL RICKALL”

n  Invaded by parasites that implant fake 
memories and take on strange forms, 
Rick, Morty and the rest of the family 
must decide who is real and who is not. 
It’s another ridiculous episode from the 
crazy minds of the Rick and Morty team 
plus we’re introduced Mr Poopybutthole! 
What’s not to love?

COWBOY BEBOP                                                                              
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 // “ASTEROID BLUES”

n  The acclaimed anime Cowboy Bebop 
takes place in 2017, focusing on a group 
of bounty hunters hunting criminals 
aboard their ship – ‘Bebop’. The beautiful 
first episode features intense fight 
sequences and stunning sci-fi set pieces 
that never let up, it’s a high-octane thrill 
ride to the very end.
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  SUPER HEROES  
MARVEL’S IRON FIST                                           

BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 // “SNOW GIVES WAY”

n  Danny Rand (Finn Jones) has been 
presumed dead for 15 years after a plane 
crash but returns to Rand Enterprises 
to reclaim his family company. The first 
episode is a taste of what’s to come, a 
lighter touch than the rest of Marvel’s 
Netflix shows. It’s a little Marmite but 
love it or hate it, he’s a Defender.

SUPERGIRL                                                                                 
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

 
SEASON 2, EPISODE 15 // “EXODUS”

n  Alex is still looking for her Dad Jeremiah 
(Dean Cain) but she is put to the test as 
Hank (David Harewood) suspects her love 
for him may be clouding her judgement. 
Meanwhile, Supergirl’s new romance with 
Mon-El (Chris Wood) is blossoming but 
the presence of some alien visitors could 
put a spanner in the works.

MISFITS                                                                                           
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

 
SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 // “EPISODE 1”

n  There are now five seasons of Misfits to catch up with on the Now TV and SkyGo 
apps. The story is fairly simple – a group of delinquents find themselves with 
special powers after being truck by lightning. Well, it could happen! Episode one 
sets up the heroes ‘origins’ and sets the stall – super heroes with a good dose of 
gritty British wit thrown into the mix.

 HORROR 
THE EXORCIST                                                                     

BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 // “CHAPTER 1: AND LET MY CRY COME UNTO THEE”

n  While fans of this small screen take on the classic horror film will have to wait 
until May to find out if their beloved series will be returning for a second season, 
newcomers should revel in the tightly woven terror tale each episode weaves. In 
this pilot episode Angela Rance suspects a demonic possession and enlists two 
priests to help. Don’t watch with the lights out!   

AMERICAN HORROR STORY                                  
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

 
SEASON 6, EPISODE 1 // “CHAPTER ONE”

n  Season six of FX’s show is the perfect mix 
of faux documentary and skin crawling 
scares thanks to stellar turns from series 
regulars Sarah Paulson, Kathy Bates and 
Lily Rabe as well newcomer Cuba Gooding 
Jr. It’s also the first season to offer up real 
clues about Ryan Murphy’s vast, twisted 
TV universe. 

TODD AND THE BOOK OF PURE EVIL               
BINGE-WATCH IT ON…

SEASON 1, EPISODE 1 // “TODD THE METAL GOD”

n  Based on the short film of the same 
name, Todd and the Book of Pure Evil 
is a rip-roaring comedy horror series 
about a bunch of friends dealing with 
life in a twisted town founded by a 
group of Satanists that somehow 
manages to mix Evil Dead with heavy 
metal and still work.  

STREAMING SHOWCASE // NOW TV

The big players in streaming TV may be Netflix and Amazon 
Prime Video, but there are many other options available. 
One of the highest profile has to be Now TV, an offshoot 
of Sky that either comes installed in its own box, or can be 
downloaded as an app on Android TVs, Roku, game consoles 
or any smartphone or tablet. Being linked to Sky, Now TV gets 
shows that no other streaming service can offer, from Billions 
and The Affair on Sky Atlantic to The Walking Dead and 24: 
Legacy on Fox and Sky 1’s own Supergirl and Stan Lee’s Lucky 
Man. They also have over 250 box sets of classic shows, so 
it’s a good service for those who need to catch up on their TV 
viewing. It’s another monthly fee at £6.99 to add to the many 
you already have, but they do offer a free 14 day trial to see if 
the service is for you.
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BECAUSE JAPAN

The Age of Shadows
PEER INTO THE MISTS OF A FORGOTTEN “JAPAN” 
WITH JONATHAN CLEMENTS… 

In 1910, after decades of intrigues, provocations and 
double-crosses, Japan formally annexed Korea. For the 
next 35 years, Korea showed up on maps as part of Japan, 
its capital Seoul renamed Keijo, its royal family whisked 
away to Tokyo as hostages, its people force-fed a diet of 
Japanese nationalism.

Detective inspector Lee (Song Kang-ho) is a good-
hearted cop who finds his loyalties tested when his Japanese 
masters task him with hunting down the resistance. Rebel 
mastermind Che-san (Lee Byung-hun) senses that Lee is 
on the verge of switching sides and lures him ever closer 
to an explosives-smuggling ring that uses an antique shop 
as a front. But will Lee wake up to the cause and join the 
rebels, or will he hand over his countrymen to his dastardly 
Japanese bosses?

Director Kim Jee-woon returns to his native land, after 
helming Arnold Schwarzenegger in The Last Stand, for a 
gory, uncompromising glimpse of the rise of the Japanese 
war machine and the fires of the Korean resistance. Known 
simply as Spy (Miljeong) in its homeland, his beautifully 
grim, smoky vision of 1920s occupation has been released 
abroad with a far more evocative title, reflecting both its 
look and its loyalties: Age of Shadows.

“I’m drawn towards double agents,” comments Kim, 
pointing to people with divided loyalties who, “act in secret 
while surrounded by enemies, standing at the borders of 
their turbulent age.” His film is all the more remarkable 
for being inspired by history, most notably the rise of the 
‘Heroic Corps’ (Uiyoldan). With dynasties collapsing in both 
Korea and China, and the Japanese plundering treasures 
from both, the real-life Heroic Corps did indeed use the 
antiques trade as a means of importing weapons from 
across the border. They carried out targeted assassinations 
of Japanese troops, high-level collaborators and a vaguely-
defined subset of ‘traitors’. 

Several schemes were thwarted by the authorities, but 
their first success came in 1923, with the bombing of the 
prominent Bell Street police station in central Seoul. The 
bomber, Kim Sang-ok, fought his way through a police 
cordon around his home, and committed suicide after a 

Jonathan is the author of Anime: A History 
and Modern Japan: All That Matters

Words: JONATHAN CLEMENTS
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costly gun battle on the slopes of Mount Namsan. This all 
adds a touch of gritty realism to the film’s depiction of 
revolutionary intrigues, most notably a prolonged set-
piece as agents desperately try track the glamorous but 
iron-willed arms smuggler, Gye-Soon (Han Ji-Min), on the 
Shanghai train.

“I wanted to capture the image of people navigating a 
tightrope between supporting or resisting Japanese colonial 
rule,” says Kim, “and being swept up in the consequences of 
setting one’s foot down on either side of the line.” Although 
it’s pretty clear which side of the line he is on – the Japanese 
are presented as unrelentingly cruel, old-school baddies. 
It shouldn’t come as a surprise that Age of Shadows is a 
Korean initiative, rather than a Japanese one. For a former 
coloniser to depict the period for entertainment purposes 
would seem gauche and indiscreet – how many English 
films have glorified the Irish War of Independence?

Far too many Korean movies are obsessed with a 
fratricidal, traitorous motif seemingly inspired by today’s 
North-South divide. But Age of Shadows makes it clear that 
Korean allegiances have been split for far longer, with the 
colonial regime struggling to hang onto its collaborators 
and root out its rebels. Antique dealer Woo-jin (Gong Yoo) 
is a Lovejoy charmer, trying to win over his police tail with 
honeyed words, dressing to impress in another historical 
touch – “I was fascinated to hear that real-life members of 
the resistance, never knowing which day might be their 
last, dressed each day with style,” the actor reveals.

For director Kim, the film was a chance to capture 
not only the atmosphere of the era, but also the lives of the 
founders of modern South Korea. “On the day before we 
started shooting, I visited the former office of the Korean 
Provisional Government in Shanghai,” he recalls. “It was 
so small that the bathroom was located right next to the 
dinner table. I wanted to suffuse the film with the emotion 
I felt, learning about the struggles of independence fighters 
who endeavoured to reclaim the spirit of a people who had 
lost their country.” GM

 
Age of Shadows is in selected cinemas now.

A HANDMAID’S TALE

As if one Japanese colonial-period 
Korean drama wasn’t enough this 
season, Artificial Eye is releasing 
Park Chan-wook’s The Handmaiden 
in the UK next month. Relocating 
the setting of Sarah Waters’ novel 
Fingersmith from Victorian Britain 
to Korea in 1930, the film showcases 
a fake Baron’s attempt to seduce 
and marry a Japanese heiress, so 
he can have her committed to an 
asylum and run off with her fortune. 
For this scheme, he needs the 
assistance of a pickpocket who has 
been hired as the lady’s maid, but 
all is not as it seems…

SEE THE WONDERS OF 
JAPAN FOR YOURSELF 

WITH JAPAN MANGA TOURS 
ARRANGED BY

JAPAN JOURNEYS
020 7766 5267

W W W . J A P A N J O U R N E Y S . C O . U K

I N  A S S O C I AT I O N  W I T H
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 The adaptation of Masamune Shirow’s acclaimed 
manga Ghost in the Shell was always going to meet 
its detractors; the spiritual cyberpunk sci-fi is one of 

Japan’s most treasured franchises and tackling this for western 
audiences, whilst keeping fans happy, was no mean feat.

Scarlett Johansson in the lead role as The Major 
stirred up much controversy; another case of Hollywood 
whitewashing with a white actress cast in a Japanese role. To 
add further insult to injury, English director Rupert Sanders 
was on board to helm the project and many pointed to the 
fact that there wasn’t much tying the film to its Japanese 
roots at all. Nevertheless, stripping away the controversy, 
does the film stand up on its own?

The Major (Johansson) is a cybernetic being whose 
brain, or ‘ghost’, inhabits a robotic body, her ‘shell’. Created 
by Hanka robotics, she has no recollection of her past, aside 
from glitches that appear as residual memories, and despite 
being connected to a network (like all human beings in this 
new future), she feels alone, struggling to find meaning. 
Leading Section 9, a special cyber terrorism task force, she 
eventually encounters Kuze (Michael Pitt) whose motives are 
unclear at first, but he’s taken to hacking into human brains 
as he picks off various members of Hanka one by one.

As a dead-eyed robot, Johansson was perfectly cast; she 
doesn’t do the subtle nuisances of human emotions very well, 
which is why films like Under The Skin worked in her favour. 
She proves that again in Ghost in the Shell as her long gazes 
and monotonous delivery serve her well as The Major. When 
she finally discovers her true roots, the slick start becomes 
unstuck in the final act as Sanders makes a ham-fisted 
attempt at explaining the whitewashing, or so it seems. There 
are many scenes taken from the anime that will please fans 

Ghost in the Shell
[FILM]

“AS A DEAD-EYED 
ROBOT, JOHANSSON WAS      
PERFECTLY CAST”

though, from the first action sequence taken in the trailers 
to the robot geishas, but a key moment between Batou (Pilou 
Asbæk) and The Major is another missed opportunity to give 
the film a little soul, although their relationship throughout 
is nicely played out.

The gorgeous futuristic cityscape pulls on elements of 
Blade Runner but Sanders injects a vibrancy and energy, 
creating a world of neon lights and movement. His vision of 
the future is multicultural and diverse, but although GitS 
is set in an Asian city, there are very few Asian actors seen 
throughout, and the fact that The Major can understand 
Chief Daisuke Aramaki’s (Takeshi Kitano) Japanese but 
only answers in English doesn’t feel right given the setting. 
Kitano’s scenes, however, have gravitas; as the stoic, deadly 
head of Section 9, Aramaki’s presence gives the film small 
moments of validity.

Ultimately, this is a beautiful, breathtaking popcorn film. 
For those with no foundation of the classic to draw upon, it’s  
a gorgeous ride into Sanders’ stunning vision of the future. 
He can certainly make a stunning film, but if you’re looking 
for a complex sci-fi with the heart of the original, then you’ll 
find that the ghost has left the building. Perhaps, with all 
the controversy, it was doomed from the start but it’s still a 
skyscraper above much of what you’ll find on your average 
Friday night cinema trip. GM

While Ghost in the Shell has its 
problems, it’s an enthralling vision of 
a robotic future.

D IREC TOR , RUPER T S A NDER S  //   S TA RRING , S C A RL E T T JOH A NS S ON , MICH A EL P I T T  //   S T UDIO,  PA R A MOUN T P IC T URE S
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 Each Marvel Netflix series has been highly anticipated 
but with the bar set high, as the last of The Defenders, 
Iron Fist was always going to have a harder time 

winning over the critics.
After being presumed dead for 15 years, Danny Rand 

(Finn Jones) returns to New York to take back his family 
company from the Meachums – Harold (David Wenham) and 
his children Ward (Tom Pelphrey) and Joy (Jessica Stroup). 
Upon his return he meets Colleen Wing, who runs a dojo in 
the city and becomes one of Rand’s closest friends. Danny 
must juggle his duties as the heir of Rand Enterprises and the 
threat of villainous organisation The Hand.

As it turns out, Danny has been spending his days in the 
mysterious K’un-Lun, which he references often as if the rest 
of the characters in the series care or even understand what 
this place is. In fact, apart from the occasional eye-rolling 
moment, the supporting cast accept his weird disappearance 
and weird behaviour with barely the blink of an eye; after 
being missing for such a long time, you’d think there would 
be more of an investigation into K’un-Lun or at least more 
questions asked. Corporate brother sister duo Ward and Joy 
Meachum’s scenes are often painfully long and drawn out 
whilst puppet master Harold is one of TV’s most uninspiring 
villains, paling in comparison to Vincent D’Onofrio’s Wilson 
Fisk in Daredevil.

“JONES BLURTS CLUNKY LINES 
OF DIALOGUE WITH LITTLE 
SUBTLETY OR FINESSE”

An excruciating number of episodes pass before even 
a hint of Iron Fist’s true powers are revealed and when they 
finally manifest he can barely muster the energy to sustain 
the power for more than a few punches. 

Jones blurts clunky lines of dialogue with little subtlety 
or finesse whilst the exchanges between Wing and Rand 
have an awkward teenage naivety. There’s no connectivity 
between the cast or each episode and action sequences are 
messily edited, chopped up in a cut and paste style to try to 
barely hide the poor choreography.

At best, Marvel’s Iron Fist is almost comedic; when 
Danny starts talking about his chi in earnest whilst 
villains spew lines like awful tabloid headlines, you can 
almost forgive the show for its hammy vibe. However, 
these moments are few and far between and what’s left are 
many lacklustre episodes that fall very far short from the 
excitement of Netflix’s previous shows.

Marvel’s Iron Fist
[TV]

CRE AT ED BY,  S COT T BUCK  //   S TA RRING , F INN JONE S ,  JE S S IC A HENWICK ,  TOM PEL PHRE Y
//  S T UDIO,  NE T FL I X /M A RV EL
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REVIEWS

Keeping up the tradition started 
when Bob Hoskins decided to 
become an Italian plumber, 
Assassin’s Creed is an awful 
videogame to movie adaptation.

[BOOK]

He-Man and the Masters of 
the Universe: The Newspaper Comic Strips

£ 20  //   AU T HOR , CHRIS WEBER 
//  PUBL ISHER , DA RK HOR SE BO OK S

Everyone remembers the He-Man cartoon series 
from Filmation above all, and everyone knows 
that the franchise was created purely to sell toys 
– but few people realise that the Masters of the 
Universe appeared in comic book form before the 
TV version came along. These strips aren’t from 
those original booklets, which accompanied the 
figures, but were a short-run newspaper story 
spun off from the TV show. Faithfully presented 
for collectors, as standalone comics, they just 
about justify a good flick through.

[GAME]

LEGO Worlds

£ 19  //   P S 4 ,  X B1
//  PUBL ISHER , WA RNER BROS IN T ER AC T I V E

If you work for LEGO it’s a job for life, the 
family-run Danish giant looks after its staff 
well. Except maybe if you’re the one who 
let Minecraft get a jump on you in the brick 
building videogame war. Finally, LEGO has 
released its own world building game, and it’s 
got all the scale, fun and laughs you would 
expect. Be sure to update your system and files 
before you start though – after two hours of 
building we were plagued with corrupted save 
data. Grrr… we’ll have to start over again (yeah)!

[AUDIO BOOK]

Doctor Who: The Lost Planet

£ 1 1   //   AU T HOR , G EORG E M A NN 
//  PUBL ISHER , BBC

With Capaldi insanely deserting the TARDIS a 
minimum of three years too soon, before long 
we will have to make do with novelisations like 
this, here narrated with only partial success by 
beloved companion Peri, AKA Nicola Bryant. 
This short adventure, entirely divorced from 
the TV continuity, pits The Doctor against his 
old leafy friends-cum-enemies, the Arborites. 
It’s an hour and ten minutes of diverting fun, 
but we can’t wait until Peter joins the Big Finish 
family for some proper audio adventures.
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[BLU-RAY]

Assassin’s Creed
£ 15  //   D IREC TOR , JUS T IN KUR ZEL  //   S TA RRING , MICH A EL 
FA S SBENDER  //   S T UDIO,  20T H CEN T URY FOX /UBIS OF T

Assassin’s Creed is Ubisoft and 20th Century Fox’s maiden 
voyage into the realm of videogame movies, and while we had 
(reasonably) high hopes for this one, the curse of pixel-based 
adaptations continues to remain intact.  

While the flick is loaded with flashy set pieces and some 
spectacular production design work, the story – an original 
tale set in the same universe as the games – is a convoluted 
mess from opening credits to closing reel. It’s a real shame, 
because it looked as though the two studios had the recipe 
for success on their hands when the film was first revealed, 
but clearly neither one failed to allocate enough time to fix 
the narrative snafus that ultimately cause this latest in a 
long line of game-to-film adaptations to crash and burn in 
spectacular fashion. 

Extras wise, there’s plenty to sink your teeth into if you 
caught the film on the big screen and feel like digging deep 
into the stunt work and slick production design. Take the 
Pledge does just that with an assortment of behind the scenes 
vignettes that delve into the aforementioned aspects, as well 
as the (head scratching) plot, while director Justin Kurzel pops 
up for a brief chat in a featurette of his own; all in all it’s decent 
disc padding for a sadly disappointing movie.   
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[BLU-RAY]

The Time Tunnel

£ 16  //   STARRING, JAMES DARREN, ROBERT 
COLBERT  //  S T UDIO,  RE V EL AT ION F IL MS

Lost in Space, Land of the Giants and Voyage to 
the Bottom of the Sea were all TV hits produced 
by US mogul Irwin Allen in the 60s, but Time 
Tunnel takes the cookie, all primary colours and 
clean-cut time-skipping adventures. Of course, 
it’s no Dr Who, and wasn’t at the time, but if 
nothing else this excellent blu-ray transfer is 
made all the more enjoyable because the series 
was never rebooted in a gritty, unsuccessful 
way… although they did give it a go in 2002.

[BOOK]

Star Trek Cats

£ 10  //   AU T HOR , JENN Y PA RK S
//  PUBL ISHER , CHRONICL E BO OK S

It’s Star Trek. In feline form. We’re talking 
obsessively specific gift ideas here, people. It’s 
a present you will hand over in the pub, and 
everyone will have a jolly laugh about it, but 
then it will be left amidst the torn wrapping 
as everyone moves onto the next pub in the 
crawl. Still, it’s totally officially endorsed by the 
Star Trek people, so you can’t knock Parks for 
ripping anyone off, and she really is very gifted 
when it comes to drawing cats. On space ships.

[BOOK]

Gremlin Trouble

£ 14  //   AU T HOR , J IM KORK IS
//  PUBL ISHER , T HEME PA RK PRE S S

Disney’s greatest missed opportunity, long 
before Roald Dahl was an acclaimed children’s 
author, he had defined the RAF concept of 
the ‘gremlin’, from which all gadget-fiddling 
mythical critters arose – and Uncle Walt felt his 
tale would capture the American imagination. 
The story of how their collaboration ended in 
anger and failure is fascinating, but not quite 
worth an entire book – we’d rather a facsimile 
of the original storybook.

REVIEWS

[BLU-RAY]

Rogue One: A Star Wars Story

£ 16  //   D IREC TOR , G A RE T H EDWA RDS  //  STARRING, FELICIT Y 
JONES, DIEGO LUNA  //  S T UDIO,  LUC A SF IL M/ WA LT D ISNE Y

It’s great to see our Star Wars shelf filling up with special 
edition box sets again. Rogue One is of course the first of a 
series of standalone stories set in the Star Wars universe not 
connected to new trilogy. While Disney tried to temper box 
office expectations due to the fact the film didn’t feature the 
usual cast of characters so synonymous with the series, it 
still managed to shatter all expectations and rake in over 
one billion dollars throughout its lengthy theatrical run, 
cementing the fact the series spin-offs would be here to stay 
for the foreseeable future. 

Essentially a heist movie in space, with Felicity Jones’ Jyn 
Erso leading a band of thieves on a daring mission to steal the 
Death Star plans, Rogue One ties into the events of the original 
1977 film while still managing to stand on its own two feet. 
The action comes thick and fast, the characters are some of the 
coolest in the series to date (Donnie Yen, anyone?), and while 
the film’s messy production was highly publicised, the end 
result doesn’t disappoint in the slightest. 

There is a space station’s worth of extras to sift through, 
including swathes of behind the scenes material, but what 
it really lacks is a look at the chunks of chopped footage that 
wound up in Disney’s trash as a result of the reshoots.  
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[FILM]

Power Rangers

DIREC TOR , DE A N ISR A EL I T E  //   S TA RRING , DACRE MON TGOMERY, 
N AOMI S COT T  //   S T UDIO,  L IONS G AT E

No matter how geeky you are, how many action figures you have 
on your shelf and terrible old black T-shirts emblazoned with sci-fi 
franchises are stuffed in your drawers, if you’re anything above 
a millennial, the Mighty Morphin’ Power Rangers will be one of 
those franchises which came along at just such a time, and with just 
such an impenetrable appearance and backstory, that it passed you 
by. The series had its roots in Japanese tokusatsu – live-action TV 
shows packed with cheap special effects and Godzilla-style battling. 
Specifically, the original US show was a rip-off of Super Sentai, 
combining the original battle footage with re-shot Americanised 
scenes. It was cheap, it was cheerful, and its popularity made many 
millionaires. On one hand, this all-new high-budget reboot could 
be said to entirely miss the point of the show’s camp appeal, but 
if you’re a now greying fan or someone who has hitherto always 
looked the other way, it’s a rollicking way to discover or rediscover 
the world of these dinosaur-themed warriors, not least as Bryan 
Cranston and Elizabeth Banks have introduced the concept of 
good acting to the proceedings. Watch the five lycra-clad Deliveroo 
employees destroy the evil machinations of Rita Repulsa all over 
again in high-octane 2017-o-vision, and you may get an inkling of 
what the appeal always was.

Somewhat missing the point 
of the over-the-top campness 
of the original, but fun to 
reminisce nonetheless.

[GAME]

Mass Effect Andromeda

£4 2  //   P C ,  P S 4 ,  X B1
//  PUBL ISHER , EL EC T RONIC A R T S

The latest Mass Effect is taking a beating thanks to a myriad 
of issues that have plagued the game since launch. While 
BioWare has made some steps towards righting the wrongs, 
it’s still far from perfect, resulting in a game that, while still 
flawed, should keep interested parties willing to stick with it 
busy for some time. Andromeda thrusts you into the role of a 
Pathfinder, tasking you with leading the charge to discover 
new worlds and make them habitable for humans while also 
breaking bread with each one’s indigenous species, much 
like the original trilogy. 

Sure, it all sounds super-exciting, but beneath the slick 
combat and massive open worlds lies a litany of issues not 
just relegated to the realm of technical hiccups like bad 
lip-syncing and wonky walking. The narrative is arguably 
the weakest one in the series to date, and certain quests feel 
overly long and loaded with irksome objectives that require 
a lot of needless bouncing back and forth between planets, 
which can get very annoying. 

It’s a shame, because there’s still a good game at play 
here, you just have to dig deep for it, but with such a messy 
start on its hands, BioWare will have its work cut out trying 
to convince fans to come back for more in a few years time.
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[DVD]

Persona 5

£ 55  //   PS3, PS4
PUBL ISHER , DEEP S ILV ER

Persona 5 hits the ground running, thrusting 
you into a casino heist right from the get-go 
and never once letting up. This first true 
sequel in years is without doubt the best in 
the Persona series to date, and arguably one 
of the coolest Japanese role playing games on 
any console ever. 

The game simply oozes style from start 
to finish over the course of 100 plus hours 
of gameplay that casts you as a teenage boy 
coming to terms with being transferred to a 
new school. During the day you’ll hang with 
friends, take part in pop quizzes and scoff 
chunky hamburgers, but by night you will 
combine forces with a group known as the 
Phantom Thieves and infiltrate the minds of 
bad guys to avenge the innocent, Inception 
style. It’s as cool as it sounds!

Atlus has set the bar high here, and we’ve 
got a feeling it’s going to take a stroke of pure 
genius before someone else knocks this one 
from the JRPG top spot.

[GAME]

Bully: Scholarship Edition

£ 1 1   //   36 0,  X B1
PUBL ISHER , ROCK S TA R G A ME S

Jimmy Hopkins looks like he could well be a bit 
of a bastard. He’s not, of course. The Bully of the 
title is actually refers to his school, Bullworth 
Academy, and if anyone is using their strength 
to harm others in this open-world adventure 
then it’s his mother who dumped him 
there, and some of psychotic pupils that he 
encounters along the way.  

Originally released in the UK in 2006 as 
Canis Canem Edit (or Dog Eat Dog) purely to 
belie fears that the creators of GTA had actually 
made a bully simulator, this sandbox tale of 
life in a American boarding school puts you in 
Jimmy’s sneakers as he deals with a hyper-
eccentric version of everyday school life, and 
it’s saturated with that infamous Rockstar 
Games charm. Now fully compatible with 
Xbox One as well as 360, it’s held up damned 
well too. Aside from control quirks you can 
expect from an 11 year old game it’s still as 
involving and inventive as ever and just as 
highly recommended.

[PODCAST]

The Audio Guide to Babylon 5

L ENGT H , 6 0 MINS  //   FREQ, FOR T NIG H T LY  //  
HOS T S ,  CHIP SUDDER T H , SH A NNON SUDDER T H , 
ER IK A ENSIG N  //   URL ,  B5AUDIOGUIDE .COM

It might be over 20 years old but Babylon 5 still 
stands up today. A pioneer in the use of CGI to 
replace the previously used models, and the 
first TV space opera to embrace epic mythic 
storytelling in the manner of Tolkien, Babylon 5 
is being given the in-depth ‘re-watch’ treatment 
by the trio behind The Audio Guide to Babylon 
5. Chip and Shannon Sudderth and prolific 
podcaster Erika Ensign have all seen the show 
before, but their individual knowledge and 
commitment to the series varies. Their approach 
is to tackle each episode in an opening spoiler-
free section (dubbed ‘Zocalo’, after the Babylon 
station’s marketplace) for those watching along 
for the first time, and a second, more in-depth 
section that tackles elements of foreshadowing, 
character-development and connections to 
future story lines. They all love the show, but 
they can be equally scathing when the series 
deserves it. A great accompaniment for anyone 
planning their own re-watch of the series. 

[BLU-RAY]

Dead or Alive Trilogy

£ 20  //   D IREC TOR , TA K A SHI MI IK E
S T UDIO,  A RROW V IDEO

Hungry for some Dead or Alive? Well this new 
blu-ray from Arrow Video includes the original 
movie, its sequel: birds, and Dead or Alive: 
Final. It’s a celebration of the work of renowned 
Japanese director Takashi Miike, and the first 
pressing of this disc comes with a limited 
edition collector’s booklet with new features 
on the movies written by Kat Ellinger too. It’s 
one hell of a package for £20, or £15 for the DVD 
version, including new and old cast interviews, 
audio commentary by Miike’s biographer Tom 
Mes and making of featurettes.

If you don’t know Miike’s work, then 
you’re in for some extreme cinema with Dead 
or Alive. Avoiding spoilers, there are crazy 
gangster fight scenes that go completely over 
the top, some action around a swimming pool 
and a bizarre kitchen incident that will test 
your gag reflexes! There are certainly some 
ultra-violent scenes in the movies, but also a 
story to be told. This is cult Japanese cinema for 
viewers with strong stomachs.
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[DVD]

Ghost In The Shell 
Movie Double Pack

£ 16  //   D IREC TOR , M A MORU OSHI I   //   S TA RRING , AT SUKO 
TA N A K A  //   S T UDIO,  M A NG A EN T ER TA INMEN T

1995’s Ghost in the Shell is heralded as one of the greatest 
anime films of all time but it’s sequel is as important to the 
lore of the franchise – both films are now available on one 
double pack. In the year 2029, Major Motoko Kusanagi heads 
a specialist team called Public Security Section 9. She lives in 
a world where all humans are augmented in some way with 
cybernetic parts and are connected to a network. Her ghost 
refers to the consciousness inside her robot body, or shell. 
Section 9 uncover a series of ghost-hacked individuals they 
believe to be a terrorist called the Puppet Master but Kusanagi 
is unaware what fate will await her when they meet, which 
will lead to greater understanding of herself as she struggles to 
find the meaning of being human.

Based on Masamune Shirow’s seminal manga with 
Mamoru Oshii directing, by the time GitS 2: Innocence arrived 
in 2004 a lot was riding on the sequel. Set in 2032, Batour and 
Togusa feature heavily as they investigate a malfunctioning, 
murderous sex droid. Oshii not only directed but wrote the 
screenplay and although it’s visually stunning, the sheer wealth 
of ideas stuffed into the film give it less fluidity than the first. 

[AUDIO BOOK]

Dan Dare, Volume 2

£ 2 5  //   D IREC TOR , A NDRE W M A RK SE WEL L  //   S TA RRING , ED 
S TOPPA RD  //   S T UDIO,  B IG F IN ISH PRODUC T IONS

It’s not all Doctor Who over at Big Finish, obviously, and 
believe it or not there are British sci-fi franchises with an 
even longer history than the Gallifreyan busy-body. Dan 
Dare was co-created by the Rev John Morris and artist Frank 
Hampson in the late forties as that most unlikely of heroes 
– a space chaplain from Manchester. At least the chaplain 
element was quickly dropped, as Dan’s ‘Biggles in space’ 
adventures, and regular fights against the despicable green 
big-headed Mekon, caught the imagination of a generation. 
Ever keen to breathe life into any great franchise gathering 
dust on a shelf, Big Finish has crafted an all-new iteration 
of the series with a great cast including Ed Stoppard as Dan 
and comedy veteran Geoff McGivern as his batman Digby. 
These three fresh standalone adventures are ripping fun even 
if you’ve never so much as glanced at a copy of the Eagle or 
2000AD, or watched the CG cartoon series, and may be one 
of the most successful versions of the quirky old saga ever. In 
these instalments, Dan and his team save Earth from robots, 
fight to rebuild the planet, and ultimately prepare to face-off 
against a familiar foe – let’s just say he would blend in with a 
big bowl of peas, and take a large hat size.

With the live action movie 
doing big business in cinemas, 
it’s time to return to the Anime 
originals for a slick mix of 2D 
animation and 3D CGI.
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Diamond Dallas Page: Positively Living  
[BLU-RAY]

£ 30 //    
S T UDIO,  FREM A N T L E HOME EN T ER TA INMEN T

“IT’S HARD 
TO IMAGINE 
ANYONE 
BEING TRULY 
SATISFIED 
BY SUCH A 
FLIMSY PEEK 
AT SUCH A 
GREAT MAN”

 F resh inductee to the WWE Hall of Fame, Diamond 
Dallas Page, is a fascinating man both inside 
and away from the ring. With that in mind, this 

documentary is disappointingly produced within the 
standard WWE format. Awful music, talking heads and 
snapshots fill the screen as DDP and family members 
recount early stories of his growing up. Pictures 
eventually give way to footage as he gets older, and the 
more controversial or difficult subjects are completely 
skimmed over. 

If you get past the usual WWE pitfalls though (the 
cookie-cutter assembly of their documentaries can be 
nauseatingly sentimental at times), it does unfold into a 
very intriguing  story. This is primarily a result of Dallas 
Page himself; he’s an incredible subject. Engaging, 
witty, sincere, he’s a man oozing with positivity who has 
earned every single plaudit he currently receives. At just 
over an hour however, the documentary is so short, it’s 
almost scandalous. 

The main feature is absorbing throughout, but it’s so 
condensed and slight, it’s hard to imagine anyone being 
truly satisfied by such a flimsy peek at such a great man. 

What redeems this set Is the abundance of superb 
extra features. There are extra stories, a reel of early 
promos and an abundance of actual wrestling. 

Obviously, the majority of the match-ups are 
plucked from Page’s tenure in WCW. The downside 
to that is the volume of awful run-ins and repetitive 
interference that tarnished the promotion during DDP’s 
peak years. Regardless though, DDP’s matches were 
almost always lively affairs that extended beyond Page’s 
abilities through commitment and enthusiasm.  

Bouts such as Johnny B. Badd versus Page probably 
have no right to be as much fun as they are, while early 
tag bouts alongside Cactus Jack (Mick Foley) and Scott 

Hall, illustrate his raw potential, even if they maybe 
don’t merit repeat viewing. 

On the higher end of the scale, there’s a choice 
April 1997 tussle with Randy Savage – part of a key feud 
in Page’s career, a fine outing opposite The Giant and a 
heated World Title match with Sting. DDP Vs Bret Hart 
is also very impressive (and this blu-ray edition includes 
a further Hart match amidst a mixed bag of six extra 
battles over the DVD offering), while a match with 
Goldberg is one of the finest in either man’s career.

A Nitro showdown with Hulk Hogan feels like a big 
deal, though as with the likes of a US Title clash with 
Eddy Guerrero, they serve as more of a backdrop for the 
NWO storyline. Retrospectively, many of the matches 
involving the NWO are actually a tough watch due to the 
predictably dodgy finishes and over-saturation of talent 
involved, but at the very least, this set allows for a wide 
spread of opponents for Page, and at no point does it feel 
like a struggle or repetitive.

The WWE material is less good. At this point in his 
career the company either didn’t understand his appeal, 
or didn’t want to make the most of what they had. Still, 
he found time to have a fine scrap with Christian at 
Wrestlemania X8. 

Despite the retrospective being way too short, it’s 
a decent starting point at covering DDP, but the wealth 
of promos, segments and match-ups included in this 
compilation make it one of the best WWE releases in 
a long time. For fans, key moments such as title wins, 
and attention-catching celebrity appearances from Jay 
Leno and Dennis Rodman are here to savour, or perhaps 
cringe over, depending on your perspective.

Given the timing of DDP’s Hall of Fame induction 
too, this release is not a bad thing… it’s a good thing!
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 Wouldn’t everything be great if it was 1987 again? 
Answer: blatantly. It was, after all, the year of Lethal 
Weapon, Robocop, A Nightmare on Elm Street, 

The Lost Boys, The Princess Bride and The Untouchables, 
and when Rick Astley first insisted that he was Never Gonna 
Give You Up. Operation Wolf and After Burner were in the 
arcades, Ocean Software released Head Over Heels and, most 
importantly for the angle being attempted, LucasArts gave 
us point and click adventure masterpiece Maniac Mansion. 
If Maniac Mansion doesn’t mean anything to you then 
Thimbleweed Park is going to be a bit of a hard sell. It looks 
and largely plays intentionally similarly, which shouldn’t be a 
surprise as it too has been designed by Ron Gilbert and Gary 
Winnick. And if Ron Gilbert means nothing to you then you 
probably haven’t played The Secret of Monkey Island or The 
Day of the Tentacle, have little knowledge of classic adventure 
games, and really will find the verb/object interface of his 
latest offering unnecessarily awkward as it is, quite literally, 
something from a long gone era. 

Thankfully while the game uses a lot of 30 year-old 
concepts and is even set in 1987, it’s consigned many famously 
irksome elements to the dustbin of history. Taking place in the 
titular town of Thimbleweed Park where two FBI agents are 
investigating a murder and, like Maniac Mansion, featuring 
an ensemble cast of playable characters and a plot that doesn’t 
care about your expectations, it’s certainly just as eccentric but 
never by requiring you to make utterly insane leaps in logic. 
The solution to its puzzles certainly won’t have you wishing 
you could lick a psychoactive toad just so your imagination can 
work them out, and even the ones that will undoubtedly take 
some time will generally be solved because, within the context 

“GIVE IT 20 MINUTES AND IT’LL 
HOOK YOU IN”

Thimbleweed Park 
S T E A M £ 14 .9 9  //
DE V ELOPER , T ERRIBL E TOY BOX

of the madcap game world in which they exist, they actually 
make some form of a great deal of twisted sense. 

Indeed, what we have here may well have one foot in the 
past but it certainly benefits from decades of streamlining. 
Gilbert and Winnick have learned a lot over the years, and 
it’s like they’ve taken their knowledge and gone back in 
time to create a spiritual successor that never stumbles 
and consistently plays beautifully. That said, Thimbleweed 
Park isn’t perfect. Many of its gags fall flat, and it’s perhaps 
a bit too obsessed with its own heritage to the point that 
one of the people you’ll play knows exactly why LucasArts 
adventures were so great, while those from the likes of Sierra 
Games often came across as being psychotic. It can be a bit 
self-congratulatory, then, and not all of its characters are as 
enjoyable as the others, but even so it’s easily one of the finest 
examples of the point and click genre available. 

By now you still might not be convinced, so it might 
help if it was explained that the game has an X-Files feel 
and a Twin Peaks setting as well as other occasional David 
Lynch touches. It features excellent voice acting, and an 8-bit 
look that fills every frame with blocks of charm while never 
obscuring your view. Essentially it’s a game that will ignite a 
fondness for 1987, even if you weren’t even born then. Bright, 
smart, involving and intriguing, give it 20 minutes and it’ll 
hook you in for the full ride.

 

Finding a dead body 
will be the least of your 
problems if you enter 
Thimbleweed Park.
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Just like its otherwise quite different 
predecessor Fallen London, this roguelike 
adventure is set in a Victorian age in which 
London has sunken deep underground, and 
won’t be for those who don’t like to read 
as much as they like to play. Text heavy 

but written with precise yet deeply evocative style, it’s on 
one hand a fascinatingly deep role-playing game akin to a 
Fighting Fantasy game book, and on the other a slow and 
brooding tale of top-down exploration in which much of 
your time will be spent chugging a steamboat through the 
inky murk of undiscovered territories as you do battle with 
sea monsters and pirates, and go about whatever business it 
is that you decided you should be doing. The actual point to 
Sunless Sea is up to you as you’ll spend your first ten or so 
minutes generating your character and giving them unique 
ambitions that act as win conditions. After that, what you do 
and how you go about doing it is totally open, and thanks to 
its procedurally generated mission structure no two games 
will be the same. Let its thick atmosphere permeate your 
mind and it’s gripping stuff. Play it casually and its slow pace 
and unfathomably epic scale will bore you rigid. 

Sunless Sea 
iOS £9.9 9  //   S T E A M £ 13 .9 9
DE V ELOPER , FA IL BE T T ER G A ME S 

If this collectable card game take on the 
world of The Elder Scrolls has a problem, 
it’s that Hearthstone exists. But what if you 
like everything about Blizzard’s World of 
Warcraft battler except its personality and 
gorgeous looks? What if you also prefer 

graphics that aim for realism and functionality rather than 
charisma and pizzazz, and are looking for fresh ideas that 
are strong enough excuse such visual blandness? What if 
you don’t actually like being utterly battered by or utterly 
battering an opponent? Then Legends is for you. Providing 
two lanes on which to play your cards, this CCG puts one 
of its biggest reasons to exist right in your face from the 
start. Different lanes make for a host of different strategies 
as cards in each lane behave uniquely. As you take damage 
your health bar will pass gem markers, and when that 
happens you’ll be given an extra card from your deck. 
Not only does this mean that it’s possible to retaliate from 
what would be an unstoppable succession of blows, you 
also have to plan when and how to deal damage to your 
opponent so they don’t get a free card that could ruin your 
plans. Such touches are more than welcome, and even 
hardened Hearthstone plays should check Legends out.

The Elder Scrolls: Legends  
iOS FREE  //   A NDROID FREE
DE V ELOPER , D IRE WOL F D IG I TA L 

STEAM & APPS
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Kami 2, like its predecessor, is a game that’s all 
about filling the screen with a single colour, that’s 
been tarted-up to look and sound (quite deliciously) 
like it could have something to do with origami. 
It doesn’t. Not at all. It’s more like MS Paint’s ‘Fill’ 

tool, the game. But what starts as a puzzler that’s so insanely 
simple you merely have to select a colour, tap the screen and be 
told you’re amazing after paper folds and your ears are treated 
to a flappy massage, eventually becomes a fiendishly absorbing 
and occasionally quite frustrating experience in which solutions 
are often just a few inches out of your mental reach and their 
discovery always bathes you with a sense of glee.

Having taken it as read that everyone knows how 
deep and rewarding the original Rome: Total War 
really is there’s not much more to say about this 
stand alone incorporation of what was, on the PC, 
the Barbarians expansion. It’s got the same mix of 

micro and macro world map/battlefield management and the 
same controls that still work perfectly on touch screens, is just as 
compelling and is just as fascinating. It just now features barbarian 
hordes, which can only ever be a good thing. A penny less than a 
fiver gets you one the PC’s finest tactical strategy games, and one 
that will last history buffs and armchair generals for years. Never 
played Total War? Here’s where to start. 

There have been such a plethora of Dynasty Warriors 
games over the years that it was inevitable that 
the much loved and often mocked series would 
eventually make its way to mobile, and here it is in 
all its cut back glory. Unleashed’s ancient Chinese 

battles are certainly sizeable, with your heroes single-handedly 
slicing up dozens of enemy troops with every bash of the attack 
button. Ironically, however, it has not been unleashed at all, 
but rather confined to small maps that will only make veteran 
players wish they were playing a proper non-mobile version. Add 
to that an annoying amount of microtransactions and, while 
passible, you’ve got a tactical slasher that’s far from essential. 

Kami 2

Rome: Total War Barbarian Invasion

Dynasty Warriors: Unleashed

iOS FREE  //   A NDROID FREE
DE V ELOPER , S TAT E OF PL AY G A ME S

iOS £4 .9 9  // 
DE V ELOPER , FER A L IN T ER AC T I V E

iOS FREE  //   A NDROID FREE
DE V ELOPER , KOEI T ECMO
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BACK TO THE FUTURE PART II
//  1989

directed by

ROBERT ZEMECKIS  
 
featuring

MICHAEL J. FOX  //   MARTY MCFLY, MARTY MCFLY, JR., 
MARLENE MCFLY  

CHRISTOPHER LLOYD  //  DR. EMMETT BROWN  
THOMAS F. WILSON  //  BIFF TANNEN, GRIFF TANNEN 

Can you believe that Robert Zemeckis originally had 
no intention to make a sequel to Back to the Future? 
Its collossal box office success came as a surprise 
to Zemeckis, and Universal Pictures, so a sequel 
was soon put into production which turned into two 
sequels, filmed back-to-back. Zemeckis agreed to 
direct, but only if both Michael J. Fox and Christopher 
Lloyd would sign back on for their iconic roles too.

Zemeckis teamed up again with writing partner Bob 
Gale to plot out the movie, and has said that he now 
regrets ending the first movie with Marty’s girlfriend 
Jennifer in the car with him and Doc, as it meant they 
had to do something with her at the start of Part II, 
rather than taking the adventure in an entirely new 
direction. Gale was actually left to write the first 
draft of the sequel on his own as Zemeckis was busy 
directing Who Framed Roger Rabbit at the time.

Michael J. Fox played three seperate characters 
in Part II, all on screen at the same time, and who 
did Zemeckis turn to to pull off such a special 
effects feast? George Lucas’s Industrial Light & 
Magic of course, it was their first attempt at digital 
compositing. We think they pulled it off.
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“SOMETIME TODAY, OLD BIFF WILL SHOW 
UP TO GIVE YOUNG BIFF THE ALMANAC. 
ABOVE ALL, YOU MUST NOT INTERFERE 
WITH THAT EVENT. WE MUST LET OLD 
BIFF BELIEVE HE SUCCEEDED, SO THAT 
HE’LL LEAVE 1955 AND BRING THE 
DELOREAN… BACK TO THE FUTURE.”
DOC BROWN
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THE LATEST TECHNOLOGY  //  THE COOLEST GADGETS

T E C H  K N O W

Gaming on the BIG screen
Multiplayer gaming nights are set to be upgraded to the next level with stunning new home projector technology from 
BenQ. Geeky Monkey took the BenQ W1210ST for a test drive… 

Since the Geeky Monkey team has been playing videogames, screen 
technology has developed beyond all recognition. We don’t mind 
admitting we started out playing ZX Spectrum games on a black 
and white 14” portable TV. Colour? What colour? It didn’t spoil the 
enjoyment of those early 8-bit games.

As home consoles developed, so did the resolution of the 
graphics. 8-bit made way for 16-bit, 32-bit, 64-bit – until we all 
stopped counting the bits and started talking about resolution 
and polygons instead. Widescreen, 720p, 1080p… massive CRT TVs 
filled the corner of a hardcore gamer’s living room, pumping out 
cathode rays and giving us all square eyes, until the invention of the 
flatscreen. Plasmas, LCDs, LEDs… they have all come and gone until 
50” screens to watch the latest episode of The Flash are the norm.

Well we’re excited to say that we have seen the future. You don’t 
need to save the corner of the living room, or your games room, any 
more as BenQ has solved many of the problems that dogged home 
projectors and made them tricky to use for gaming.

The number one issue has always been input lag. You press a 
button on your joypad, you want your on-screen avatar to move 
instantly. Many home projectors have struggled with this over the 
years, with even giant game tournaments having to face the realities 
of this conundrum. Well BenQ has solved it. The W1210ST has been 
developed specifically to have ultra-low input lag, 16.67ms in 1080 
60Hz, and they have incorporated special Game and Game Bright 
modes to enhance the picture your console is putting out in a dark 
room or ambient light space.

The next problem for home projection? Having to have the 
projector a long distance from the wall or screen. Well this new BenQ 
can project the equivalent of a 100” picture from only 1.5 meters 
away. That puts this tech in the running for any decent games room 
– our own gaming den is only 2 x 5 meters, so the projector worked 
perfectly in that size. We tested it with our PS4 and we were ready to 
throw away our trusty 40” LCD screen! The image was smooth and 
the lag was non-existant, even on fast moving action games.

I N F O  B U R S T 

RE S OLU T ION  //   1080P ( 1920 X 1080)

CON T R A S T R AT IO  //  150 0 0 :1

COLOUR S  //  1 .07 B IL L ION

L ENS  //   F = 2 .6 -  2 .78 ,  F =            
10 . 2 -  12 . 24 MM

T HROW R AT IO  //  10 0” @ 1 . 5M

L A MP T Y PE  //  24 0W

DIMENSIONS  //   380.5 X 121 .7 X 27 7 MM

PROJEC T ION S YS T EM  //   DL P

COLOUR WHEEL  //  6X (50HZ) COLOUR 

M A IN IN T ERFACE  //   HDMI

PRICE  //   MSRP £9 9 9
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TECH KNOW

T HE V ERDIC T ? 
Large chunky LED and LCD screens are a 
thing of the past

Throughout our gaming history the team at 
Geeky Monkey Towers have often dabbled with 
home projectors. The problem has always been 
that they have been made for boring PowerPoint 
presentations by people in business suits. Well 
the BenQ W1210ST has well and truly turned our 
heads. It’s not cheap at nearly £1,000, but if you 
want to hold the ultimate FIFA gaming night, get 
your mates around for a Driveclub tournament, 
or just indulge yourself in kitting out your dream 
gaming room, then this really is an essential 
piece of kit. A 100 inch screen with crystal clear 
picture and sound really does give the best 
gaming experience we’ve ever had.

Level up your screen
What is it that makes the 
BenQ W1210ST such a 
game-changer for home 
projection?

The tech team at BenQ took their home projector back to the 
drawing board in designing this new piece of kit. They knew lag 
was the issue, and they managed to get the input lag down to 
16.67 milliseconds. That’s quick. This has been achieved through 
clever use of a new algorithm that provides faster display 
processing from any video input to your wall or screen. HDMI is 
of course recommended, but the projector will also take old PC 
D-Sub connectors and has separate audio in and out plus USB. 

The BenQ team then added in DLP tech in the shape of a 
Digital Micro-mirror Device that rapidly alters the angles of the 
mirrors on the chip 1,000 times faster than a traditional 3LCD 
projector, what this means is motion blur is a thing of the past.

With those two pieces of tech in place, the final video 
enhancement comes from the two game modes on board 
the BenQ W1210ST – one for those who like to play with the 
lights on (Game Bright Mode) and one for those who prefer 

their Resident Evil sessions with the lights off (Game Mode). 
Brightness and contrast are automatically adjusted to match the 
environmental lighting in your room, and even adjusted based 
on the colour of your walls, if you’re projecting direct on the 
wall, giving optimal image performance every game.

Many projectors stop there, but not the new BenQ. To 
complete the perfect gaming device the BenQ engineers turned 
their hand (or should that be ear) to audio. They have built 
in two 10W chambered speakers and used their own BenQ 
CinemaMaster Audio Enhancer to pump out your gaming 
sounds in great clarity. This 20W immersive sound can easily 
take the place of audiobars and external speakers. It’s the same 
sound tech that many movie studios use.

Projectors are renowned for deteriorating over time too, 
and BenQ claim that the micro-mirrors they have used will 
avoid this loss of picture quality, even after a lamp change.
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He can do a mean Futterwacken
Words: CHRIS HALLAM
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onsider this: much of Tim Burton’s appeal rests in part on the 
maverick oddball nature of his work. The release of a new Burton 
film is an event, with many people eagerly making a point of 
seeing everything he does. He is hip in a way neither Disney or 
Pixar could never be.

Yet, in reality, his reputation as an outsider seems odd. He 
has never been an obscure or unpopular director. His films nearly always do well at the box 
office, and always have done. He is currently ranked seventh on the list of the biggest grossing 
directors in Hollywood. Indeed, partly thanks to his outlandish Edward Scissorhands-like 
appearance is probably more recognisable than any of the other six with the possible exceptions 
of Steven Spielberg and one-time Happy Days star Ron Howard.

The world isn’t supposed to be like this. Offbeat, funny looking directors with unhappy 
childhood memories  might direct one or two cult classics but that’s usually about it. Burton has 
directed hit after hit after hit for years and years and years. He has directed a film more or less 
every other year since the mid-Eighties.

At a time in which Hollywood has often been accused of lacking inspiration and 
originality, Burton has frequently demonstrated he has both in droves. Although it’s true, he 
usually doesn’t write his own screenplays (Edward Scissorhands being an exception), Burton 
has always drawn far and wide for his sources of inspiration. The visual look of his films is 
frequently remarkable with impressive visuals even on his worst films Planet of the Apes 
(2001) and Alice in Wonderland (2010).

FROM BATMAN TO 
BEETLEJUICE AND BIG 
FISH TO BIG EYES, TIM 
BURTON’S UNIQUE MOVIE 
COMBINATIONS OF 
FANTASY, SENTIMENTALITY 
AND HORROR HAVE 
ILLUMINATED OUR CINEMA 
SCREENS FOR OVER 
THIRTY YEARS. BUT WITH 
NEARLY TWENTY FULL 
LENGTH FILMS UNDER 
HIS BELT AND BURTON 
HIMSELF APPROACHING 
HIS SIXTIES, HOW 
LONG CAN THE MAGIC 
CONTINUE?
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Most of us will probably now feel we have our own preconceived 
notions of what to expect from a Tim Burton film. Yet really we have 
no idea what to expect. Miss Peregrine’s School For Unusual Children 
(2016), for example, is nothing like his previous film Big Eyes (2014), 
which is in itself nothing like Frankenweenie (2012), nor is that like 
Dark Shadows (2012) and so on. There is really no good trying to guess 
what he might do next. Although it might be worth placing a bet that 
Johnny Depp will be in it.

For all his success – his combined grosses have exceeded those of 
George Lucas, J.J. Abrams or any of the Harry Potter directors – there 
seems little logical about how Burton’s films have performed at the 
box office. Alice In Wonderland (2010) as an example is far from 

Burton’s best film but it is by some way his biggest grossing 
blockbuster. His Planet of the Apes (2001) is also one of 

Burton’s biggest grossing films but might actually be his 
worst. Other much better films such as Ed Wood (1995), 
meanwhile, came close to flopping entirely,

Another oddity is the lack of correlation between 
Burton’s critical success and Oscar recognition. Generally 

speaking, with the notable exceptions of Planet of the Apes, Dark 
Shadows, Alice in Wonderland and Mars Attacks! all of Burton’s 

films have been well received by the critics, often overwhelmingly so. 
Yet not one Tim Burton film has ever received an Academy Award 
nomination for Best Picture. Two of his films, The Corpse Bride (2005) 
and Frankenweenie (2012) have received Oscar nominations for Best 
Animated Feature, but that’s it. Even allowing for the Academy’s 
traditional antipathy towards sci-fi and fantasy (nearly all of Burton’s 
films could be defined as the latter), this oversight seems surprising. 

In short, screenwriter William Goldman’s old adage that in 
Hollywood “nobody knows anything” seems truer than ever when 
applied to the career of Tim Burton.

Burton’s feelings of being an outsider are not an act. Despite being 
born to apparently “hypernormal” parents in Burbank, California in 

1958, he felt lonely and retreated into a fantasy world of his own 
imagination from an early age.

“When you don’t have many friends,” he later mused 
of his early life. “You’re at a distance from the rest of 

society, you’re kind of looking out of a window… but 
there’s enough weird movies out there so you can 

go a long time without friends.”

THE BURTON 
FACTOR
WHICH FILM IS THE MOST 
BURTONESQUE OF THEM ALL? 
READ AS OUR UNSCIENTIFIC 
SURVEY SETTLES THE MATTER 
FOREVER. THE FINAL SCORE IS 
BASED ON HOW ‘BURTONESQUE’ 
THE FILM IS: NOT HOW GOOD IT IS.

[1985]

PEE-WEE’S BIG ADVENTURE       

 This one was more 
of a Pee-wee 
Herman film than 
a Tim Burton one, 
although some 
Burton trademarks 
are clearly already in 
place that we will see 
develop over time.         
// Burton factor: 4

[1989]

BATMAN       

 Although Jack 
Nicholson’s Joker 
dominates, Tim 
retains his credentials 
even when going 
all blockbustery 
on us. Gentlemen! 
Let’s broaden our 
minds! Lawrence?                    
// Burton factor: 8

[1988]

BEETLEJUICE        

 With Michael Keaton 
and Winona Ryder 
making their debut 
Burton movie 
appearances, the 
distinctive blend of 
comedy and horror 
is already there. 
Say it three times.               
// Burton factor: 9

94

“HIS COMBINED GROSSES 
HAVE EXCEEDED THOSE 
OF GEORGE LUCAS, J . J . 
ABRAMS OR ANY OF 
THE HARRY POTTER 
DIRECTORS”
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Burton later played homage to the B-movie horror movies of his 
youth in films like Ed Wood and Frankenweenie. Soon he was making 
as well as watching films. One such animation Stalk of the Celery 
Monster (1979) attracted the attention of Disney.

Paul A. Woods has written that “though he has sometimes 
dumped derision on the Disney name [Burton] is also a child of Uncle 
Walt,” and it is certainly true that while often a frustrating period for 
him, his years at Disney producing short dark films like Vincent and 
the later remade Frankenweenie were crucial towards the evolution 
of the unique combination of sentimentality and gothic horror which 
became Burton’s trademark. That said, by the mid-Eighties, he had 
left Disney and was directing his first full length feature film.

British audiences have never entirely “got” Pee-wee Herman. A 
children’s character created and played by Paul Reubens, he was 
never popular in the UK, his status later overshadowed by Reubens’ 
1991 arrest for indecent exposure at an adult cinema where he was 
“enjoying” the film Nancy Nurse Turns Up The Heat. Reubens has 
since made a comeback, recently resurrecting the Pee-wee character. 
Burton was generous to the disgraced Reubens even during his 
difficult period, giving him roles in Batman Returns (1992) and The 
Nightmare Before Christmas (1993). 

But all this was in the future. Pee-wee’s Big Adventure (1985) was 
a far from inauspicious debut for Burton, proving a critical hit and 
making an impressive $40 million on a budget of $7 million. But it 
would be Tim Burton’s next film that would see his distinctive style 
really coming to the fore for the first time.

[1991]

EDWARD SCISSORHANDS        

 Sweet with very 
dark undertones, 
this movie is the 
essence of Tim 
Burton. Indeed, he 
even looks a bit like 
him. The first of 
many Depp/Burton 
collaborations.         
// Burton factor: 10

[1993]

THE NIGHTMARE BEFORE 
CHRISTMAS        

 What’s this? An 
animated, darkly 
musical delight 
starring Jack 
Skellington, this is 
the most Burton-
esque film of all time. 
And the man himself 
didn’t even direct it!         
// Burton factor: 10

[1992]

BATMAN RETURNS        

 Tim takes things 
darker still in a rare 
movie sequel from 
the director (it’s 
just Batman and 
Alice). Batman + 10% 
added Burton makes 
for a great super 
hero action movie.           
// Burton factor: 9

[1994]

ED WOOD        

 A homage to the 
beloved B-movies 
of Burton’s youth 
but without any of 
the usual fantasy. 
So, despite Johnny 
Depp’s presence, 
it is not typical 
Tim Burton.                       
// Burton factor: 6

That old Jack magic: 
Nicholson stole show as 
the ultimate arch-villain 
Joker in Batman (1989).

High spirits: Beetlejuice (1988) 
was an unlikely box office 

smash, making the young Tim 
Burton’s name.

GM#20_092-099_TimBurton.indd   95 13/04/2017   18:43



96 G E E K Y M O N K E Y  M AY 2 0 1 7©
W

A
R

N
ER

 B
R

O
S

Beetlejuice (1988) was an unusual film by any standard. For one 
thing, the two likeable young romantic leads (Alec Baldwin and 
Geena Davis) are killed off in the first ten minutes, the star (Michael 
Keaton) has only 18 minutes of screen time, for another. It also 
contains a surprising number of moments of horror for a PG rated 
comedy for kids. The waiting room scene, for example, features a 
scuba diver with his leg still down the throat of a shark and a chain 
smoker who appears to have burnt to a cinder after an accident while 
smoking in bed. 

Beetlejuice was almost a horror film and occasionally it shows. It 
was also a glorious success and launched Burton further along an 
impressive directorial career which continues to this day.

Though none of his films are full blown horrors, this dark 
element is a regular feature of Burton’s work. Though sentimental, 
the title character of Edward Scissorhands (1991) certainly looks like 
he should be a horror character and seems like a Frankenstein’s 
monster stitched together by his creator, played by Vincent Price. The 
casting of the horror legend (in fact, in his final role) is no coincidence, 
of course. The late Christopher Lee, another horror iconic movie 
veteran, also appeared in five Burton films. Sleepy Hollow (the first of 
Lee’s Burton appearances) based on Washington Irving’s The Legend 
of Sleepy Hollow, the tale of the headless horseman, is closer  to being 
a horror than any of Burton’s other works, while the animations The 
Nightmare Before Christmas (in fact, directed by Henry Selick) and 
The Corpse Bride, as well as the live action Miss Peregrine’s Home For 
Peculiar Children, all contain unsettling elements which expose 
Burton’s love of horror.

Appearing in nine of his films to date, Johnny Depp has become 
synonymous with Burton’s work. Though as a famously good-looking 
film star, Depp has proven a good fit for Burton’s out of kilter world 
view, effectively becoming Robert De Niro (or, if you prefer) Leonardo 
DiCaprio to Tim Burton’s Martin Scorsese. Burton’s former partner 
Helena Bonham Carter has also been a regular collaborator appearing 
in seven of his films since the start of the 21st century. 

If there was a point where Burton might have been expected to 
have sold out it was with Batman (1989). Having enjoyed early 
successes, one would have expected being given the reins to Warner 
Bros’ massive super hero franchise would have crushed any 
independent spirit out of him, like hiring Orson Welles to direct Star 
Wars, or perhaps more aptly hiring David Lynch to direct Dune. But 
instead Burton did what all the best directors do, making Batman a 
hit while clearly marking his own independent stamp on the end 
product. He also produced a film that was considerably darker than 

[1999]

SLEEPY HOLLOW       

 Christina Ricci and 
Burton seem like a 
dream pairing but 
surprisingly this is 
the only time it’s 
happened. Burton 
regulars Depp and 
Michael Gough 
return though.                       
// Burton factor: 8

[1996]

MARS ATTACKS!        

 A bit of an odd 
one, even by Tim 
Burton’s standards, 
this movie seems 
to attract and repel 
audiences in equal 
measure. We love 
it in Geeky Monkey 
Towers though!                       
// Burton factor: 6

[2003]

BIG FISH       

 A modern-day 
fantasy and 
reasonably 
Burtonesque despite 
a general absence of 
most of his favourite 
stars (Bonham 
Carter aside). 
Worth checking out.                 
// Burton factor: 6

[2001]

PLANET OF THE APES        

 Atypical, despite 
Helena Bonham 
Carter’s first 
collaboration with her 
long-time partner. 
More sci-fi than most 
Burton efforts. Also, 
just an awful film no 
one should watch.                 
// Burton factor: 3

“APPEARING IN NINE OF HIS 
FILMS TO DATE, JOHNNY DEPP 
HAS BECOME SYNONYMOUS 
WITH BURTON’S WORK”
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[2005]

CHARLIE AND THE 
CHOCOLATE FACTORY       

 This has the formula 
for greatness: 50% 
Dahl. 50% Burton. 
Roald Dahl wouldn’t 
have liked it but, to 
be fair, he disliked 
nearly all films of 
his books. Depp 
is no Gene Wilder.                
// Burton factor: 7

[2007]

SWEENEY TODD: THE DEMON 
BARBER OF FLEET STREET       

 Chop, chop! Many 
years after Edward 
Scissorhands, Mr 
Depp plays another 
Demon Barber. A 
good choice for Tim 
Burton, and a highly 
watchable Stephen 
Sondheim musical.         
// Burton factor: 8

[2005]

THE CORPSE BRIDE        

 Or maybe should be 
titled A Nightmare 
Before Christmas 
Part 2? Except it’s 
not Christmassy. 
Or quite as good. 
But Tim Burton 
did actually 
direct it this time.                          
// Burton factor: 8

[2010]

ALICE IN WONDERLAND        

 Really not Burton at 
his best by a long 
shot but his biggest 
movie hit. The movie 
is left kind of soulness 
by the excessive 
use of green screen 
and CGI. Curiouser 
and curiouser…                 
// Burton factor: 8

The vision thing: Willy Wonka 
(Johnny Depp) and his victims/
guests take a good look. Depp 

appeared as another sort of Mad 
Hatter in Alice in Wonderland (2010).
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[2012]

FRANKENWEENIE        

 A long dead 
friend lovingly 
and disturbingly 
resurrected from the 
Tim Burton’s dim and 
distant past. Keeps 
Burton animation 
fans happy with 
his unique style.            
// Burton factor: 8

[2012]

DARK SHADOWS        

 Depp and Bonham 
Carter appear in 
their fifth Burton 
film together in a 
row. Burtonesque, 
certainly, although 
the formula seems 
less potent than 
previous movies.         
// Burton factor: 7

[2016]

MISS PEREGRINE’S HOME FOR 
PECULIAR CHILDREN        

 Eva Green returns. 
Burton fans will be 
instantly at home 
with the mixture of 
childhood fantasy 
and horror on offer 
here. An enchanting 
story with great 
special effects.          
// Burton factor: 7

[2014]

BIG EYES         

 With very little 
fantasy element 
at all, you might 
easily not notice 
who the director 
of Big Eyes is. But 
unlike the Christoph 
Waltz’s paintings, 
it’s all his own work.                 
// Burton factor: 2

any super hero film Eighties cinema audiences were used to. In 
Batman Returns (1992) Burton produced a sequel, still darker, weirder 
and more Burton-esque than what had gone before.

Every director has a few turkeys in their closet but in truth, Tim 
Burton has far fewer than most. Even where his films have gone 
down badly, the record is so mixed it’s hard to write them off 
completely as total flops.

In 1995, after a decade of spectacular directorial success, Burton 
experienced his biggest ever box office failure with his biopic of Ed 
Wood. Wood, played by Johnny Depp, was notoriously “the worst 
film director ever” behind such cinematic monstrosities as Plan 9 
From Outer Space. Burton himself chose to take the experience as a 
salutary lesson: “Any of my movies could go either way, they really 
could, and so the line between success and failure is a very thin one,” 
he said. “You know, I could become Ed Wood tomorrow.”

But in truth, Ed Wood is a fine film and well-reviewed at the 
time. Martin Landau even won an Oscar for his portrayal of the has 
-been horror legend Bela Lugosi, the only acting performance in a 
Burton film to ever receive one. Perhaps audiences were simply put 
off by it being in black and white.

“Hi Jack: loved you in Mars Attacks!” joked the late Robin 
Williams to Jack Nicholson at an award ceremony. This was funny, 
of course, because Tim Burton’s sci-fi comedy was so awful, Burton’s 
first major flop (Ed Wood had at least been cheap to make) and 
surely a source of embarrassment to Nicholson who had taken two 
roles in it. At least, that’s the story.

In reality, Mars Attacks! (1996) is Burton’s most divisive film, 
sitting in odd comparison to the much duller but much more 
successful box office smash Independence Day which was released 

at about the same time and which it comes across almost as a direct 
spoof of, even though it isn’t. Speaking personally, I and the mostly 
student audience I saw it with, laughed our heads off at it, and many 
people love Mars Attacks! to this day. I would suspect it went down 
better in the UK than in the US, but lots more people seem not to 
like it than do, and on reflection it is perhaps a bit of a mess. “Often 
what I think is funny, other people don’t find funny,” Burton admits, 
perhaps explaining why few of his other films have been pitched as 
full blown comedies.

Less equivocation is needed in summarising Burton’s 
“reimagining” of Planet of the Apes (2001). Tim Roth gives a good 
villainous (unrecognisable) performance. Most of the make-up is 
decent and Danny Elfman’s score is fine, but that’s it as far as good 
points go: the film is otherwise irredeemably, horrendously 
dreadful. One wonders what the hell Burton was thinking.

It’s not actually just that the Planet of the Apes suffers in 
comparison with the 1968 version of the story. Even if you don’t like 
Franklin J. Schaffner’s earlier film (which despite it’s marvellous 
ending does rather go on a bit), Burton’s film is still awful, hampered 
by a weak lead performance (Mark Wahlberg), a botched and 
doomed attempt to make Helena Bonham Carter’s ape more 
attractive than the others (moral: apes are generally only attractive 
to other apes), a dreadful script and an ending which makes no 
bloody sense whatsoever. It is Burton’s worst film. Ten years later, 
Rupert Wyatt made the far superior reboot Rise of the Planet of the 
Apes (2011) perhaps rubbing salt into the wound. But against all the 
odds, The Apes of Roth proved a hit. Critically mauled, Burton’s film 
was nevertheless the ninth biggest at the box office of 2001.

Charlie and the Chocolate Factory (2006) was another hit but 
many feel it is unbalanced by Johnny Depp’s overly sinister portrayal 
of Willy Wonka (a performance reportedly based on Michael 
Jackson). Comparing Willies can be a controversial game, but most 
viewers seem to prefer the late Gene Wilder’s Wonka from the 1971 
version of Roald Dahl’s classic children’s story. Alice In Wonderland 

Banana Republic: the Apes 
of Roth up to some monkey 

business in Planet of the Apes 
(2001).
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// 1.    Elfman has scored all but three of Tim Burton’s 18 studio 
releases to date.

// 2.    The exceptions were: a) Sweeney Todd which is based on a 
musical by Stephen Sondheim. b) Miss Peregrine’s School 
For Unusual Children was scored by Matthew Margeson 
and Mike Higham as Elfman had a scheduling conflict due 
to scoring Alice Through The Looking Glass, James Bobin’s 
sequel to Burton’s own Alice film. c) Ed Wood: Howard 
Shore scored this one as Elfman and Burton had briefly 
fallen out.

// 3.    Danny Elfman provided the singing voice for Jack 
Skellingon in The Nightmare Before Christmas. He also 
voiced Bonejangles in The Corpse Bride and the Oompa 
Lumpas in Charlie and the Chocolate Factory.

// 4.    He used to be in a rock band called Oingo Boingo. In recent 
years, he has complained of hearing loss as a result. He 
is 63. 

// 5.    He composed the iconic TV themes for The Simpsons and 
Desperate Housewives.

// 6.    He has composed loads of film scores. amongst them 
Nightbreed, the Men In Black and Sam Raimi Spider-Man 
films, Oz The Great and the Powerful, The Girl On The Train 
and many, many more.

THE ELFMAN COMETH
HE IS THE ELFMAN, OR 
RATHER DANNY ELFMAN. TEN 
THINGS YOU MAY NOT HAVE 
KNOWN ABOUT TIM BURTON’S 
FAVOURITE COMPOSER… 

(2010) is also something of a mess and generally overuses CGI, yet it 
too was a big hit: indeed Burton’s biggest hit to date.

Only one film, in fact Dark Shadows (2012), based on an obscure 
US TV series of the Sixties and Seventies about a darkly gothic 
family, constitutes both a commercial and critical flop. With Tim 
Burton having directed nearly 20 films in his career to date, his 
really isn’t a bad record.

And truth, be told, even Dark Shadows isn’t that bad.

Ultimately, probably the worst that could be said of Tim Burton is that 
while he has undoubtedly produced an impressive overall body of 
work, it is harder to identify an individual movie of his which is 
universally revered as a truly great film. For what it’s worth at the 
time of writing, not one of Burton’s films ranks in IMDB’s 250 Top 
Rated Movies. This might also explain why none of his films have yet 
received any Best Picture nominations, although it could also simply 
be that his films are too offbeat for the Academy.

This is to dwell on the negative, however. Tim Burton’s career has 
been a magical glorious geeky success. Burton turns 60 next year and 
we can only hope he continues to direct with such aplomb as he 
approaches old age.

For let us picture the following: Beetlejuice smiling malevolently 
as Lydia (Winona Ryder) says his name a third time. The mournful 
look on the face of Edward Scissorhands. The young Edward Bloom 
(Ewan MacGregor) looking up to Karl the giant (the late Matthew 
McGrory) in Big Fish. The Caped Crusader confronting The Joker. A 
Martian invader gleefully vaporising more victims. The macabre 
humour of Sweeney Todd. 

The fact that there are simply too many good Tim Burton films to 
discuss here is testament to his brilliance in itself. GM
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THIS MONTH ROB GOES MAD AND TALKS 
ABOUT PONIES AND UNICORNS…

 D id you know that the world famous videogame Final 
Fantasy has been around for 30 years? No! Well, neither 
we did we until we looked it up on Wikipedia. Anyway, 

since it was first launched the Japanese RPG has gone on to 
inspire 15 main games and countless spin-offs. However, one 
of its more unusual spin-offs is a collectable card game in the 
vein of Magic: The Gathering and it’s currently making waves 
here in the UK.

The Final Fantasy: Trading Card Game (Square Enix, 
from £11.99) certainly won’t win any awards for its imaginative 
name, but it’s certainly getting a lot of applause for its 
gameplay. Although a relevantly recent release here in the UK, 
the card game has been available in its native Japan for several 
years. Now UK distributor Esdevium Games is slowly bringing 
over the various decks and boosters to our shores.

Designed by a Magic: The Gathering stalwart, there are 
definitely similarities between the two. Players activate cards in 
order to trigger attacks and special abilities in order to knock 
out their opponent. However, unlike Magic, there isn’t a 
plethora of skills or types to learn and you’ll pick up the game 
in no time. Without a doubt though, the real standout element 
of Final Fantasy: TCG is the absolutely gorgeous artwork on the 
cards. Seriously, if you’re a Final Fantasy fan, you’ll enjoy 
collecting the starter sets and boosters for that element alone.

On the subject of videogames, another tabletop take on a 
digital format is Plague Inc. The Board Game (Ndemic 
Creations, £33.99). Unlike the popular tabletop game Pandemic, 
in which you co-operatively work to save the world from a 
deadly virus, in Plague Inc you play as a pathogen that’s 
attempting to spread around the globe. Up to four players 
become a particularly nasty strain of the common cold that 
goes from country to country. Once you’ve arrived, you can roll 
the aptly named Death Dice to see if it’s curtains for humanity. 
As your disease becomes stronger it takes on new traits and 
symptoms – like vomiting or sneezing – that in turn help it to 
spread even further.

Alongside this, you’ve also got special events cards that 
can be used to benefit you – like holding the Olympics to infect 
a huge crowd – or cards that can be used against your 
opponent, e.g. bombing one of their infected cities. As such, it’s 

certainly not a topic for the faint of heart but if you’ve got a 
strong stomach, the tactical decisions you have to take while 
playing make for a very enjoyable experience.

If all that sounds too much for you, then what about 
spending some time with magic ponies? Well, luckily you can 
now pick up My Little Pony Tails of Equestria (River Horse 
Games, £25.99), which is a pen and paper role-playing game 
based around the insanely popular franchise. Typically if you 
say role-playing games, you imagine people gathered around a 
table playing imaginary wizards as they scrap against giant 
dragons or trolls in a grim dungeon. However, Tales of 
Equestria could not be any more different. You start by 
choosing whether you want to be a unicorn, pony or pegasus 
before naming them and rolling a dice to see what magical 
abilities they’ll have.

Unlike a more typical role-playing game in which the 
dungeon master provides the puzzles, traps and monsters for 
the gathered adventurers to fight against, Tails of Equestria 
provides the stories and puzzles for players to solve. As a result 
it’s a perfect introduction to the genre and is particularly 
enjoyable for parents to play with their kids, before loading 
them up with a frostbite sword, shoving an ethereal helm of 
healing on their little heads and dropping them into the nearest 
orc’s nest. GM

TABLETOP
In a past life Rob was the editor of Tabletop Gaming magazine

Words: ROB BURMAN

“A PERFECT 
INTRODUCTION 
TO THE GENRE 
AND IS 
PARTICULARLY 
ENJOYABLE FOR 
PARENTS TO PLAY 
WITH THEIR KIDS”
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COMPETITION TIME!
WIN! MAGIC THE GATHERING DECKS & TOOLKIT

TERMS & CONDITIONS: Prizes subject to availability. Competition open to mainland UK and Northern Ireland residents only. Employees of Uncooked Media Ltd and their families are not eligible to 
enter. The competition closes at 23:59 on 24 May, entries received after that time will not be counted. Winners will be selected at random on 25 May and contacted via email. Prizes will be delivered 
to mainland UK and Ireland addresses only, we do not post prizes to Eire. Uncooked Media Ltd reserves the right to withdraw one or all prizes without notification. The Editor’s decision is final and no 
correspondence will be entered into.

WHETHER YOU’RE NEW TO MAGIC THE 
GATHERING OR AN EXPERIENCED MAGE, 
WE’VE GOT A GREAT PRIZE FOR YOU THIS 
ISSUE. WIZARDS OF THE COAST HAS GIVEN 
US NEW PLANESWALKER DECKS AND A 
DECKBUILDER TOOLKIT!

Each Planeswalker deck contains a 60-card ready-to-play 
deck featuring a foil premium Planeswalker card, two 
Amonkhet booster packs, a strategy insert and a Learn to 
Play Magic the Gathering guide for noobs. Like any card 
game, Magic the Gathering is all about having the best 
cards in your deck, so the Deckbuilder Toolkit will fast-
track you towards this goal with 125 semi-randomised 
cards and four 15-card boosters from recent sets, plus 
basic land cards and a beautifully illustrated storage box.

All you’ve got to do to win a Magic the Gathering prize 
pack is visit Geeky Monkey on Facebook or Twitter, find the 
competition post, Like, Share or Comment before answering 
the question you will find there. Email us your answer along 
with this compo entry code…

GM20STRATEGY

facebook.com/geekymonkeymag

twitter.com/thegeekymonkey

We’ll select the winners at random on 25 May. Good luck!

The new Amonkhet Deck 
Builder Toolkit will fast 
forward you to a winning 
Magic the Gathering deck.

Land cards are essential in 
the game – they create mana 

to cast your spells
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Space Invaders Cabinet Backpack
A classic arcade bag with the genius of a 
coin slot for all your loose change.
£40  //  THINKGEEK.COM

Loungefly Star Wars collection
The cruel Jedi master has never looked so 
pretty as he does on this Loungefly bag.
£52  //  LOUNGEFLY.COM

Star Trek Klingon Messenger Bag
With this Klingon bag you can remove 
the metal bat’leth and kill any human 
who disses you! Possibly.
£56  //  SUPERHEROSTUFF.COM

Howl’s Moving Castle Bag
Fans of the immortal Japanese animation 
will want to put all their stuff into this 
hold-all. Ironically, it’s fire-retardent.
£25  //  HOT TOPIC .COM

Adventure Time Jake Purse
It’s just as if your very own magic dog pal 
has shape-shifted into purse form!
£12  //  GEEKCORE.CO.UK

The Joker Wallet
Classic comic book artwork of that 
famous unhinged laugher can greet you 
every time you’re at the till.
£16  //  RA XMATAZZ.CO.UK 

Pikachu Vegan Leather Wallet
Thanks to US language problems, this is 
more of a purse than a wallet.
£30  //  THINKGEEK.COM

The Punisher Chain Wallet
It’s all the rage – wallets that you can 
chain to your belt to stop those pesky 
tealeafs. Punish them!
£17  //  AMAZON.CO.UK 

Tetris Stackable Lamp
A beautiful idea, bringing together retro 
gaming and practical house lighting 
solutions! Thankfully, lines don’t 
disappear when you link them up. This is 
a must have!
£28  //  GEEKCORE.CO.UK

8-Bit Soap
Who doesn’t want to freshen their 
unmentionables with a big jagged sword 
made out of soap? It’s a 1-up every time 
you stand under the shower!
£18  //  THINKGEEK.COM

Melting Toht Candle
Pay homage to the late, great Ronald 
Lacey by watching a recreation of his 
screaming Nazi face melting in your very 
living room! 
£20  //  FIREBOX.COM

Batman Hair Bow
These aren’t official merchandise but 
ideal cosplay wear!
£5  //  ETSY.COM

Star Trek Knee-High Socks
These nicely colour coded federation 
footwarmers are being sold with a 
definite eye for sexiness.
£16  //  THINKGEEK.COM

Galadriel’s Headdress
The ultimate fantasy accessory? If you’ve 
ever thought that Cate Blanchett’s tiara 
would look better on you, prove it.
£140  //  GEEKCORE.CO.UK

R2-D2 Fleece Robe
With this warm fluffy bathrobe, you can 
be the whistling tinpot from t’Wars.
£40  //  THINKGEEK.COM

BAGSWALLETS OFF THE WALLACCESSORIES

HAVE YOU TRIED TAKING IT OFF AND ON AGAIN?

GEEK CHIC
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 What do you get when you cross a gritty British crime 
drama with vampires? 

The protoganist, DS Michael Colefield (Jack 
Davenport) couldn’t be further from a kung-fu kicking Slayer. 
He’s simply a regular police detective who finds his colleague and 
best friend Jack Beresford (Stephen Moyer) has disappeared the 
night before his wedding. 

He’s stymied in his efforts to contact Jack by the appearance 
of two agents from the fictional ‘CIB’ who are also trying to hunt 
him down – Vaughn Rice (played by none other than Idris Elba) 
and Dr Angie Marsh (Susannah Harker).

After doing a little digging, Colefield realises they believe 
Jack is now a vampire, however it isn’t until he is bitten by his 
former friend that he’s finally convinced.

The series shone out in bloodsucker lore in that it never once 
uses the word ‘vampire’, instead referring to them as ‘leeches’ or 
‘Code 5s’, which Colefield surmises is linked to the Latin number 
five, ‘V’. 

Ultraviolet also has an interesting take on vampirism and in 
keeping with a police drama tries to ascribe some science to it. 
Bites from vampires heal over in minutes but also cause infection 
which can lead to humans becoming susceptible to their whims. 
The only remedy, as performed by Dr Marsh, is to view the bite 
under UV light and cauterise the infection via laser.

Vampires are immortal, stronger and faster than humans. 
They do not show up on security cameras or photographs. This is 
put to good use by the team who have video camera attachments 
on their handguns. The guns themselves fire graphite bullets 
which when fired through the heart work just as well as a stake. 

The Vampires themselves also have an obsessive regard for 
medicine, researching blood diseases and genetic disorders. At 
first Colefield believes that this is simply a pragmatic wish to 
avoid contaminating their food supply, however later episodes 
reveal a much more sinister vampiric plan.

Despite the casual disregard for humans as test subjects, 
vampires also make a point of not turning a human against their 
will. They do exploit family ties, friendship and greed to get their 
own way however. The series heavily implies that after failing to 
recruit Dr Marsh, they turned her husband and killed one of her 
daughters to persuade her to change her mind. 

Ultraviolet Vampires also don’t kill their victims, one 
vampire even claims that they have no memory of the ordeal. 
Colefield provides an outside view upon joining the team of 
hunters led by Father Pearse Harman (Philip Quast) and provides 
his expertise as a detective. 

As a former police officer he also objects strongly to some of 
the team’s methods. Dr Marsh strives to perform a forced 
termination on a woman who has been impregnated with a 
vampire foetus. During another investigation Vaughn repeatedly 
slaps a man until he provides information. Colefield accidentally 
shoots another man believing he’s a vampire and is simply told 

to be more careful by Father Pearse. A Catholic Priest murdered 
by an infected schoolboy is falsely labelled an abuser to cover up 
the existence of vampires and the team have the full backing of 
the government who turn a blind eye to their ruthlessly 
pragmatic methods. 

The cast contained an impressive number of celebrities 
besides Idris Elba. Davenport himself would go on to play 
Commodore Norrington in Pirates of the Caribbean. Philip Quast 
is better known for playing Javert in the stage musical Les 
Miserables. Perhaps the most uncanny coincidence is that Stephen 
Moyer, who played vampire Jack, would go on to play the undead 
Bill Compton in True Blood. 

The series ran for only six episodes on Channel 4, each with a 
latin name such as ‘Terra Incognita’. It was later screened as a 
three-part mini-series on the US Sci-Fi Channel. In 2000, Fox 
attempted a reboot, capitalising on Idris Elba reprising his role but 
this never went beyond a pilot. GM

The Complete Series of Ultraviolet is available on DVD now.

CODE V FOR VAMPIRE

Nate is fangful for the memories.   

Words: NATE DRAKE

ULTRAVIOLET
BR OA D C A S T,  19 98  //   NE T WO RK , CH A NNEL 4
//  SER IE S ,  1   //   EP IS O DE S ,  6
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[RETRO GAME]

Metal Gear Solid
Y E A R , 19 98  //   FORM AT, PL AYS TAT ION , WIND OWS
// D IREC TOR , H IDEO KOJ IM A  //  PUBL ISHER , KON A MI

No videogame developer has ever aimed to make a terrible game and, 
when it came to the original Metal Gear Solid, Konami Computer 
Entertainment Japan wasn’t going to be the exception. Far from it. Right 
from its early stages in 1995 it wasn’t just going to be a good game, or even 
a great game. It was built right from the beginning with the intention of 
being the greatest PlayStation Game Ever Made. 

Such high intentions weren’t just PR bluster. Metal Gear Solid was a 
project that was lavished with levels of creative care no other title had ever 
received, and few have since. Directed, produced and co-written by Hideo 
Kojima, it’s still rich with sumptuous detail that even by today’s AAA 
standards can be seen as excessive. In the context of the mid 1990s they 
were practically unheard of. 

Kojima wanted its weapons and tactics to feel right, and so a team 
was sent to Huntington Beach, California, to train with a S.W.A.T. team. 
He wanted the world in which the player was thrown to feel real, and so it 
was filled with touches you’d only notice if they weren’t there. The desks 
found in Shadow Moses, the nuclear weapons disposal facility in which the 
action takes place, for example, are all unique. Spy on rookie soldier Meryl 
Silverburgh from the vantage point of a ventilation shaft and each time 
you do she’ll alter her exercise regime. Not only do such additions take 
extra development time, they take up valuable space on a CD-ROM, which 
is why the game was unafraid to come on two discs, or be in development 
for exactly as long as it took to make it as perfect as possible. 

At its core, Metal Gear Solid followed the same non-controntational 
formula as the previous two entries in the Metal Gear series. The player is 
rewarded for being sneaky, punished for being loudly violent, while the 
action similarly took place largely from an overhead view with a mini-map 
showing what walls and enemy units were out of sight, and where they 
were looking. You had access to gadgets and were again on an mission in 
which you’d have to use (as Snake was informed during the game’s intro)  
“O.S.P.” – or On Site Procurement. 

Kojima could have just let the fancy new filled polygon graphics add 
the wow factor, and MGS would still have been an excellent game. Instead 
he added intricate and often totally unnoticed elements that even players 
who regarded themselves as veterans failed to find.

The boss battle against Psycho Mantis is famed for its breaking of 
the fourth wall. Solid Snake’s enemy has psychic powers. He can read 
his mind, and from the player’s perspective that means he can tell what 
buttons they’re pressing and so react with superhuman speed. Eventually 
they’ll be instructed to try removing their controller and plugging it into 
the second port, which renders Mantis’s powers redundant, and enables a 
relatively easy win.

While that’s something every player will have experienced, 
something completely different occurs should they not swap ports and 
continue to fail. Another transmission will be received. One that suggests 
looking at the statues located on either side of the room. Statues that are 
of Psycho Mantis himself, though with their faces covered with bandages. 
He’s so disgusted by his own deformed  appearance that should those 
bandages be destroyed and his true face be revealed he’ll temporarily lose 
control of his powers as he rages with self loathing. 

The game is rammed with such nuances and so many that even 
nineteen years after its release veteran players that considered themselves 
experts can still be surprised. 

When being confronted by wolves in the tunnel network, try 
punching Merly in the face, then hiding in a box. The box will get urinated 
on by a wolf, and so be covered with their scent. When you return through 
the tunnels you can hide in the box, and they’ll never sniff you out. 

Kojima didn’t have to add wolf pee, but we’re glad he did. GM

GM#20_107-108_RetroGame.indd   106 13/04/2017   14:52



107www.geekymonkey.tv ©
K

O
N

A
M

I

GM#20_107-108_RetroGame.indd   107 13/04/2017   14:52





109www.geekymonkey.tv

MAY 2017  //  ISSUE 20

Uncooked Media Ltd, PO Box 6337, 
Bournemouth, BH1 9EH 
01202 586035  //  www.uncookedmedia.com

facebook.com/geekymonkeymag
twitter.com/thegeekymonkey

EDITORIAL
Edited & Designed by Nick Roberts, Monkey Creative

 
Contributors Rob Burman, Michael Campbell, Jonathan 
Clements, Gareth Cowlin, Nate Drake, Eammon Jacobs, 
Chris Hallam, Steve Hill, John Houlihan, Will Johnston, 
Claire Lim, Mark Newbold, Brain Robb, Jem Roberts, 
Cliff Smith, Gerry Strauss, Sebastian Williamson

CUSTOMER SERVICES
+44 (0)8453 306 540 
customerservice@uncookedmedia.com

ADVERTISING
Advertising Manager Rob Cox 
01202 586035, rob@uncookedmedia.com

MARKETING
Marketing Co-ordinator Bianca Trent 
01202 586034, bianca@uncookedmedia.com

CIRCULATION
Circulation managed by 
Select Publisher Services 01202 586848

LICENSING
To discuss magazine licensing or content syndication 
please email licensing@uncookedmedia.com

THE BIG KAHUNAS
Editorial Director Darren Herridge
wonderdaz@gmail.com

Finance Director Tim Harris
tim@selectps.com

Distributed through the UK newstrade by 
Seymour Ltd, 0207 429 4000  
2 East Poultry Avenue, London EC1A 9PT

Distributed through the UK/US specialist 
trade by Diamond Comic Distributors, 020 8536 5730

Printed in the UK by Precision Colour Printing, 
Telford, Shropshire, UK

Geeky Monkey is published monthly by Uncooked 
Media Ltd. All text and layout remains the copyright 
of Uncooked Media Ltd. Geeky Monkey is a fully 
independent publication and its views are not those 
of any company mentioned herein. All characters and 
artwork shown in this magazine remain © and ™ of their 
respective owners. No part of this magazine may be 
reproduced without the express written permission of 
the publisher. Geeky Monkey can accept no responsibility 
for inaccuracies or complaints arising from editorial or 
advertising within this magazine. All letters and emails 
received will be considered for publication, but we cannot 
provide personal replies. The publishers cannot be held 
responsible for unsolicited manuscripts, photographs, 
transparencies or artwork. Please do not call, email or 
write to enquire whether your unsolicited submission 
has been received, as our priority is the production of 
the magazine.

GEEKY MONKEY ©2017 Uncooked Media Ltd

W W W . G E E K Y M O N K E Y . T V

COVER PHOTOS:  ©WARNER BROS TELEVISION/DC COMICS, ©20TH CENTURY 
FOX, ©BBC, ©WARNER BROS, ©LUCASFILM

//  THE TWIN PEAKS EFFECT  //  BATGIRL COSPLAY 
//  GUARDIANS OF THE GALAXY: THE TELLTALE SERIES
//  THE ULTIMATES  //  GAME OF THRONES INTERVIEWS

ON SALE 25 MAY

NEXT 
MONTH

TRANSFORMERS: 
THE LAST KNIGHT
WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON? 

GEEKYMONKEY

©
P

A
R

A
M

O
U

N
T 

P
IC

TU
R

E
S

GM#20_109_Flannel.indd   109 13/04/2017   20:10



He sank my battleship!

Words: STEVE HILL
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FROM THE SEA TO THE LAND BEYOND, 
WARGAMING HAS IT COVERED. WE HEAD TO 
THE SOUTH OF FRANCE TO TAKE A CLOSE 
LOOK AT THE NEW FRENCH FLEET IN WORLD 
OF WARSHIPS…

 F
irst they came for the tanks. Then they came for the 
warplanes. Then they came for the warships. They, of 
course, are Wargaming, purveyors of historical multiplayer 
online warfare. Following the success of World Of Tanks 
and World Of Warplanes, the logically titled World Of 
Warships was released on PC in September 2015 and has 

been quietly accruing players ever since. It has also been expanding 
its roster of ships, which has increased from 100 to 200 in the space of 
a year. Thus far, these seafaring behemoths have been drawn from 
five prominent nations, namely Great Britain, Germany, Japan, the 
USSR and the USA.

As of 20 April France becomes the sixth nation to feature in the 
game, and it is for this reason that we are gathered in the Musee De La 
Marine in Toulon, a stone’s throw from the vast naval base, where in 
1942 the French scuttled their own fleet, a subject of military debate 
that has yet to be satisfactorily resolved. Today employing some 
20,000 people, it is Europe’s largest naval, army and air defence base. 
Home to two thirds of the French fleet, we were given a guided tour of 
a battleship, and can confirm that is a hugely complex piece of 
hardware, arguably more so than a tank.

The ships in the game are of a somewhat older vintage, but are no 
less elaborate, presenting a huge challenge to the bods at Wargaming, 
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who are sticklers for historical and technical accuracy. For instance, 
the cruiser Algérie, which was one the ships scuttled in Toulon, took 
one person two months to model. It seems a lot of effort for 
something that in all probability – much like its real life counterpart 
– will be sunk within the space of ten minutes. Other ships have 
taken even longer to replicate, with the stat of 1,120 man hours 
being bandied about, or 140 man days if you prefer.

The Wargaming team are sticklers for detail, having 
relationships with museums all over Europe. With World Of Tanks 
having effectively blown the doors off, it is now much easier for 
them to request technical information as they can display living 
proof of their commitment to historical integrity. There is still a 
certain amount of bureaucracy to overcome, although given the 
timeframe, the Official Secrets Act is no longer an issue. Indeed, the 
military authorities are often enthusiastic about seeing their 
creations brought back to life within the confines of the game. 
According to Wargaming, the archives for warships are frequently 
more complete than those for tanks, enabling the technical wizards 
to perform their magic once the blueprints have been digitised.

A huge amount of work goes on behind the scenes, but 
ultimately for all the historical authenticity, the integrity of the 
gameplay has to be maintained. It is here that an element of fantasy 
is introduced, with ships from across the eras and nations going at it 
in a 12 versus 12 battle. With less emphasis on hand-eye coordination, 
or indeed your internet speed, World Of Warships is more tactical 
than its tank-based counterpart. Planning in advance is key, and 
with missiles fired over a number of miles, much of the tension is in 
waiting to see if you actually hit your target. 

There are four different classes in the game, each with 
advantages and disadvantages. Aircraft carriers provide 
information from relative safety by utilising scout planes. 
Destroyers employ stealth and speed, but are small and fragile. 
Battleships are the biggest class, and are heavily armoured with 
massive firepower, but are vulnerable due to poor mobility. Finally, 
cruisers have fast firing guns and are relatively fast and versatile, 
hence suited to a lot of missions. It is this latter line that the new 

French ships will add to, with the ten ships ranging from well 
known craft that saw action to more rarefied designs that never 
fired a shot in anger. 

As is Wargaming’s trademark, World Of Warships is free to 
play, with so-called consumables available to buy in order to give 
you an advantage. It’s a formula that seems to work, as Wargaming 
claim to have 180 million registered users. By the time you read 
this, the French ships should be in the game and ready to play. 
Allez, allez. GM

“BATTLESHIPS ARE THE BIGGEST CLASS, AND ARE 
HEAVILY ARMOURED WITH MASSIVE FIREPOWER, BUT ARE 
VULNERABLE DUE TO POOR MOBILITY”

SUB MISSION
DAS BOOT…

A large part of naval warfare of course occurs under the seas, 
with submarines meting out considerable damage through 
judicious use of torpedoes. There has been much discussion 
within Wargaming about including subs in the game, although it 
would considerably alter the gameplay dynamics. Nevertheless, 
fans were sent into a frenzy at the beginning of April when a sub 
appeared on the menu screen. Frantic clicking on it proved futile 
however, and it was later revealed to be an April Fool. Who would 
fall for that? Cough…
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Free to play, World of Warships puts a wide 
range of combat options at your fingertips with 
head-to-head encounters, sudden strikes and 
flanking attacks thrilling MMO gamers.
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Artur Plociennik
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER OF WORLD OF WARSHIPS

Obviously, World of Tanks is the big 
marquee title. World Of Warships is less 
than two years old. How is it doing, has it 
been a success?
In terms of financial numbers, I can’t say 
anything about that. Whether it’s a success, 
yes, we’re actually very happy with the results 
that we’re getting. In terms of numbers, 
obviously it’s not anywhere near as big 
as World Of Tanks, but it’s hard to expect 
anything like that.

Are you finding it’s the same players? Are 
World Of Tanks players coming over, or is it 
completely new players?
There is a significant overlap, especially in 
the CIS countries. There’s a lot of players 
that came from World Of Tanks, but that’s 
mostly because of how saturated the market 
is in general in Russia with World Of Tanks. 
So whatever we do, most of the players in 
Russia play World Of Tanks. As far as the 
other markets are concerned, it’s not nearly 
as much and we actually have a bit of a 
different audience which is slightly older 
than the audience that normally plays World 
Of Tanks. As for the different demographic 
characteristics, it’s mostly not university 
students or not young males, it’s mostly 
people with families or with children that 
play our game.

So do you think they’re drawn in by the 
historical aspect?
Yeah it’s one of the hallmarks that people 
come and play the game for.

Tanks come in all shapes and sizes. Is there 
a similar variety with warships? To the 
untrained eye they all look kind of long and 
thin, but I assume the professionals would 
know the difference. Is there a big variety?
There is a big variety. Obviously, for a layman 
like me it’s really hard to describe that because 
you actually have to think of it the same 
way as you just described where you have to 

He’s the man at the helm of a big boat! Artur Plociennik is Executive Producer at Wargaming’s Lesta 
Studio in Saint Petersburg, having worked his way up through the ranks from Customer Services, 

through Associate Producer. There is nothing he doesn’t know about warships…

have a hull, and the hull has to have certain 
characteristics so it needs to have a certain 
shape. But other than that you actually see a 
lot of differences. There’s different national 
schools of shipbuilding and different design 
periods that we cover in the game where what 
you put on the hull and what the shape is 
above the waterline are markedly different.

Like the tanks, the ships come from different 
eras. What eras do you cover?
We basically cover the first half of the 20th 
century, which is pretty much the same as 
World Of Tanks. The reason for that is just 
purely historical because that was the time 
when most revolutions were made in terms of 
warfare or generally scientific revolutions, so 
new technologies were being applied. 

Will an older ship be at a disadvantage or 
have you managed to balance that in the 
gameplay of World of Warships?
We do have to balance that and I think we’re 
doing a fairly good job of that. Obviously we 
have to have some leeway in terms of how we 
apply gameplay characteristics to the actual 
real mechanical and engineering aspects of the 
ship. So from our side it’s a bit of a fantasy that 
we like to sell to players to make it believable 
and make people think that this is how it 
could have looked in terms of the realities of 
one ship fighting against another. 

It seems to be a more tactical type of 
gameplay. Is that fair?
One of the main points that people have 
to learn about the game to be good at it is 
adaptability and making choices to counteract 
what’s happening in the battle. This is 
extremely hard because if you think about 
World Of Tanks and more traditional FPS 
games, it’s more about the kind of manual 
skills that you have in terms of manipulating 
your input hardware – mouse and keyboard 
– and using the things on your screen or 
clicking on them and being generally agile. 

“WE HAVE A TEAM OF 
FOUR PROFESSIONAL 
SHIPBUILDERS IN THE 
STUDIO, SO PEOPLE 
WHO COME FROM AN 
ACTUAL ENGINEERING 
BACKGROUND AND 
THEY WERE NAVAL 
ENGINEERS BEFORE.”
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And for us, it’s actually knowing what to do. 
It’s more cerebral skills and the knowledge 
that you acquire about what the strengths are 
of the ship that you have, the strengths of the 
ships that the other people have in the battle, 
what they can do, and how to exploit those 
differences, and then acting on it.

We’re sat in the bay in Toulon surrounded by 
French warships. Are those in the game all 
genuine or are there some fantasy ships?
Not all of them are genuine ships. We have 
in the French line, for example, in tier ten 
we have the Henri IV. It’s a ship that actually 
did not exist. What we do in those cases is we 
have a team of four professional shipbuilders 
in the studio, so people who come from an 
actual engineering background and they were 
naval engineers before. And we give them the 
information and the knowledge base that we 
have about a certain project and they basically 
do the blueprints and build the design for the 
ship as if it had been built by the engineers of 
that period.

What do the French ships bring to the game? 
Is there a defining characteristic of a French 
warship that people are going to enjoy in 
World of Warships?
That was one of the biggest challenges for us 
because from the technical standpoint they are 
going to be somewhere between the German 
and Soviet cruisers. So the challenge for us 
was to make them competitive against those 
two lines, but give them something unique 
and some defining traits. So mostly they will 
have good speed, and speed considering this 
tactical gameplay is a pretty fair advantage 
that you have. And we pair that with a unique 
consumable that will further enhance their 
speed. That will be available in the higher 
tiers. Other than that they’re going to have 
spaced armour also on the higher tiers, which 
will make them a bit more survivable plus 
generally good artillery.

When you release a new country, do you 
find that people from that country play it? 
So are you expecting to pick up a lot of new 
French fans.
Yes. Yes we do. For some branches that’s one 
of the major reasons that we do that because 
there is such an expectation from the player 
base to release that now. Obviously for the 
major naval nations we want to release all of 
them anyway, it’s just a matter of prioritisation 
and also a matter of whether we can get the 
blueprints to actually be able to build that in a 
given timeframe. But generally speaking when 
there’s a new nation, of course we see an influx 
of players from that country. GM
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