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T
he promise of better weather entices many Brits to 

change sides of the Channel, and if your move is 

powered by the search for sunshine you’ll find plenty 

of it in southern France. Provence is famed for its 300 

sunny days each year and Nice enjoys the highest 

number of sunshine hours, so it’s easy to see the attraction. This 

part of the country is of course famous for the Riviera too, but as 

you’ll discover on page 18, there’s even more to Alpes-Maritimes 

than good weather, glitz and glamour. 

And then there’s Languedoc-Roussillon, often referred to as 

the ‘other south of France’. On her first trip for Living France, staff 

writer Catriona Burns enjoys the many delights of Uzès in Gard 

(p46) and experiences another of the reasons why France is so 

popular – the fantastic food.

For many people, France’s appeal lies in its affordable 

properties and renovation opportunities. Since buying a derelict 

cottage in Béarn, Kris and Dave Hallet have put their DIY skills 

A sunny disposition

E
Z

E
 ©

 O
F

E
N

IL
O

/T
H

IN
K

S
TO

C
K

Catriona Burns
Living France staff writer Catriona Burns’ first 
ever memory is of a family camping trip in 

Dol-de-Bretagne. Even though it was a rain-
soaked affair, it sparked a love of France and 
in 2012 she fulfilled the dream of living and 
working in Paris. In this issue, she explores 

the market town of Uzès (page 46).

CONTRIBUTORS

Scheenagh Harrington
Freelance journalist Scheenagh Harrington 

worked for 10 years for the Press Association 
in the UK, before moving to Midi-Pyrénées 
with her family. She tells the inspirational 
story of Kris Hallet who moved to Béarn 

with husband Dave where they renovated a 
dilapidated cottage – see page 38. 

Catherine Cooper 
Freelance travel journalist Catherine lives in 
Ariège with her husband and two children. 

This month she meets Angela Prosser, a rare-
breed pig farmer in Normandy (page 42). “I’m 
always very impressed by anyone who rears 
livestock. We’ve been here seven years and 

have only just got some chickens!”

Vicky Leigh, Deputy Editor

to the ultimate test – with 

very impressive results 

(p38). Other inspiring 

stories in this month’s 

issue include the couple 

who set up a retreat for 

fitness fans and families 

in the Brenne national park (p30), and the former 

accountant who is now a pig farmer in Normandy (p42).

For others, France is the place they’ve long dreamed of retiring 

to, and if you’re hoping to make this a reality then don’t miss our 

guide to a happy and successful retirement on page 50.

Enjoy the issue – we hope it brightens up your day. 
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DÉCOUVREZ

Whether it’s music festivals, cycling events or dazzling light displays, summer is the perfect season to enjoy 

the open air. Catriona Burns discovers summertime festivities plus the latest book reviews and travel news 

Piano in the park

2
The annual Chopin Festival pays 

tribute to the musical maestro through 

a series of concerts and conferences 

in the L’Orangerie gardens of Paris’s Parc de 

Bagatelle. From 18 June to 14 July, classical 

music aficionados will delight in hearing 

different interpretations of the Polish 

composer’s pieces by international pianists 

plus original compositions, inspired by the 

composer’s work. The ‘Piano Open Doors’ 

initiative allows young musicians and 

internationally acclaimed pianists to put 

their own spin on some of the musician’s 

best-known pieces. 

frederic-chopin.com

Normandy festival

3
Taking its name from the château 

that hosts it, Festival Beauregard in 

Normandy is one of France’s biggest 

rock, pop and indie festivals. Established 

in 2009, the musical extravaganza is 

now recognised as one of Europe’s top 

alternative music events. The festival 

runs from 30 June to 3 July, and musical 

highlights for festival-goers include Lou 

Doillon, PJ Harvey and The Kills. A three-

day pass including camping costs €99 

but if pitching a tent doesn’t appeal, you 

can always sneak off to one of the nearby 

hotels when the music eventually ends. 

festivalbeauregard.com

Make some noise

1
Since 1982, France has been marking 

the summer solstice with Fête de la 

Musique, a series of free and open-to-

all music performances on the evening of 

21 June. Across the country, professional 

and amateur music makers alike will 

play to happy crowds in theatres, bars, 

street corners, parks and anywhere else 

they can find space! With musical genres 

stretching from jazz and classical to 

rock and reggae, there’s something for 

everyone to tune into. See the website to 

find out what is happening near you.

fetedelamusique. 

culturecommunication.gouv.fr

Father’s Day falls on 19 June in France so don’t forget to say a big 

‘merci’ to the man of the day with a thoughtful gift. These cards by 

Katherine Forshaw from gardening blog, Le Jardin Perdu cost €4.99 

and are made from recycled paper which has been embedded 

with wildflower seeds. When planted, the seeds will grow while the 

paper biodegrades, leaving behind beautiful wildflowers for the 

bees, butterflies and, most importantly, your papa to enjoy.

jardin-perdu.com

MUSICAL MEET-UPS

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY

News & events























turreted bridge. Down on the coast, the 
medieval village of Èze may be bustling 
with tourists but it’s a must-see. Perched 
on a rock high above the Mediterranean, 
it unveils one of the most splendid 
panoramas on the Côte d’Azur.

COASTAL CHARM

On this popular stretch of the Riviera, 
Antibes marks the dividing line between 
the sun-bleached pebbles lining most of 
the shore to the east, and fine sands to 
the west where the prestigious resort of 
Cannes hosts stars from all over the world 
during the annual Film Festival. 

But beyond the glamour, Cannes 
is a friendly seaside town, boasting a 
market full of fresh produce, affordable 
restaurants and shops, just minutes 
from the seafront, as well as the designer 
boutiques on the Rue d’Antibes. Locals 
soak in the sun beyond the private 
beaches, palms sway in the breeze and in 
the old district at the foot of the castle, 
roses release their scent at dusk. You’ll 

Hiking trails meander across mountains 
and pastures, blue lakes shimmer in the 
hollows and marmots twitter in the sun. 
There are eagles and buzzards, deer, ibex, 
chamois, hosts of butterflies, and even 
wolves, which fortunately tend to keep out 
of the way.

On the eastern edge of the Mercantour, 
the little town of Tende lies close to 
the border in the upper reaches of the 
Roya river. A top attraction is the nearby 
Vallée des Merveilles, the largest listed 
site in France, where some 40,000 rock 
engravings from the Bronze Age are 
scattered in the open. It can take a few 
hours to explore the site but if time is 
short, there are brilliant reproductions in 
the Tende museum.

The nostalgic ‘Train des Merveilles’ 
heads back down to the sea but for those 
happy to drive, the road takes in some 
superb scenery and enchanting villages: 
La Brigue and its tumbling river, Saorge 
and its monastery tucked in a rocky 
amphitheatre, Sospel and its quaint 
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Hiking trails meander across 
mountains and pastures, and 

blue lakes shimmer in the hollows 
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aquamarine along a 7km beach of dazzling 

white pebbles. 

A short walk from the shore, the heart 

of the new town is the Espace Masséna, 

a vast pedestrian square festooned in 

snow-white statues and colourful facades 

and arcades where leafy boulevards and 

shopping streets branch out in every 

direction. You will find casual cafés 

and bars, smart eating venues, designer 

boutiques and plenty of irresistible stores, 

including the second largest Galeries 

Lafayette, after Paris. 

But beyond the glittering window 

displays, Nice is also a city of culture, 

claiming an Opera House, theatres and 

20 museums. Top of the list are the 

Musée Matisse set in the olive groves 

on Cimiez Hill, the Musée Marc Chagall 

and the Musée d’Art Moderne et d’Art 

Contemporain (MAMAC). 

Nice has the best of both worlds; a 

dynamic modern city and an Old Town to 

melt your heart away. There, tall pastel-

hued houses jostle for space along the 

lanes, washing dries on the balconies and 

traditional restaurants feature chickpea 

pancakes, pissaladière (olive and anchovy 

tart) and the delicious ‘petits farcis’ or 

stuffed vegetables. There are humble 

churches, a cathedral and craft shops 

selling traditional nativity figures, herbs 

from Provence, dried lavender and local 

linen, yellow and blue like sun and sea. 

Meanwhile on the Cours Saleya, the flower 

market spreads colour and fragrance in the 

morning light.

The Old Harbour is just around the 

headland, on a delightful inlet where little 

pointus (sailing boats) painted in rainbow 

colours unload the daily catch, and yachts 

and cruisers mingle with ferries to Corsica. 

It’s a lovely place to relax and gaze at the 

red and ochre facades mirrored in sky-blue 

waters, framed by the wooded slopes of 

Castle Hill (Colline du Château).

The castle has long gone but the hilltop 

reveals the most gorgeous views stretching 

from the old harbour and town to the Baie 

des Anges. High above the silvery beach, 

it’s a mythical place where you can watch 

the sun rise and set over the sea. 

Tourist information

Côte d’Azur Tourism

frenchriviera-tourism.com

Where to stay

AC Hotel Nice

59 Promenade des Anglais

06001 Nice

Tel: 00 33 (0)4 93 97 90 90

ac-hotel-nice.nicehotelnice.com 

Hermitage Art Hotel Restaurant

1951 Avenue des Diables Bleus

06360 Èze

Tel: 00 33 (0)4 93 41 00 68

ezehermitage.com

Where to eat

Restaurant Beau  

Rivage Plage

107 Quai des États-Unis

06300 Nice

Tel: 00 33 (0)4 92 00 46 80

plagenicebeaurivage.com

La Colombe d’Or

06570 St Paul de Vence

Tel: 00 33 (0)4 93 32 80 02

la-colombe-dor.com

Getting there

Monarch, British Airways, 

easyJet, Jet2, Flybe and Aer Lingus 

all fly into Nice airport.

Fact file
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What’s the cheapest property 

you have on your books?

I have a renovated studio 

just three minutes from 

Cannes’ Forville market for 

€99,000. It’s an ideal bolt-hole 

for holidays and weekends and is 

a great rental investment.

What’s the most unusual property  

you have sold in the past?

In the old village of Châteauneuf-

Grasse, I sold what was originally a 

series of completely rundown cellars 

dating all the way back to the 1800s. 

They were exquisitely renovated by a 

renowned designer into a very cool, 

loft-style property. Even the original 

floors were retained and restored with 

underground flooring.

How much would you expect to pay for:

 a three-bedroom townhouse?

A three-bed townhouse in a nice 

domaine would start at about €450,000.

 a detached property with 

land in good condition?

The starting price for a detached 

property in good condition with 

1,000m2 of land is between 

€650-€700,000.

 a renovation project?

I currently have a great 

townhouse in the old town of Le 

Cannet which is currently laid out in 

three studios. It is priced at €399,000 but 

the owners are open to offers.

Is there a typical architecture or style in 

the region?

The traditional style is Provençal with 

lots of stone, beams and terracotta floors. 

However there is a definite tendency 

towards a contemporary style. Even 

traditional Provençal properties are  

being renovated with sleek 

contemporary interiors.

Why do British people buy houses  

in Alpes-Maritimes?

The weather and the lifestyle! Also 

Nice international airport is the third 

busiest airport in France and serves as 

an operating base for easyJet, providing 

easy accessibility which is certainly an 

attraction for many people.

What advice would you give to anyone 

who is thinking of buying in your area?

Know where you want to buy. Travel 

around and get to know the area before 

you start looking... it saves lots of time.

What are your predictions for the 

property market? 

I feel it will remain a good investment 

for international buyers. We have not 

noticed any slowdown in demand from 

UK purchasers and, despite uncertainty 

surrounding the EU referendum and 

fluctuations in the pound, they still have 

confidence in the French market.

What’s your favourite part of the area?

The Mercantour national park has 

breathtaking scenery of lakes, valleys 

and mountains and the pretty village of 

Coaraze with its narrow cobbled streets 

is definitely a favourite of mine.

Describe the department in five words.

Sun, scenery, quality of life, 

multicultural, great food (and I will 

sneak in a sixth)... rosé!

hilarylarkin.com

Department: Alpes-Maritimes 

Region: Provence-Alpes-

Côte d’Azur 

Capital: Nice

FACT FILE

Regular flights from the UK to Nice are 

operated by easyJet, Aer Lingus and British 

Airways, with seasonal flights from Flybe.

Eurostar to Paris and then the TGV to Cannes 

which takes about five hours, or to Nice which 

takes five hours and a half. 

For driving times, consult one of the many 

online route planners such as those at 

viamichelin.com, mappy.com and theaa.com

Property prices

Alpes-Maritimes is the most expensive department 

in the Provence-Alpes-Côte d’Azur region with an 

average resale price of €425,000. 

Weather 

Alpes-Maritimes is renowned for its year-round pleasant climate with a total number 

of 300 days of sunshine a year and temperatures in the late 20s during summer. 

Activities

Situated in south-eastern France on the west of the Italian border, Alpes-Maritimes 

is an obvious destination for anyone seeking sun, sea and slopes. The department 

boasts some of the country’s best ski resorts, with many staying open to late April. 

Set along the Mediterranean coast, sailing, snorkelling, diving and water-skiing are 

popular pastimes in the area, while scenic golf courses offer spectacular views of 

both the Mediterranean Sea and the Alps. In the towns of Nice and Cannes you’ll 

find a lively nightlife scene with a selection of restaurants, casinos and festivals. 

Ask the agent

ALPES-MARITIMES
is it right for you?

No one knows the area like a local estate agent. We asked Hilary Larkin, 

of Hilary Larkin Properties, for the inside track on Alpes-Maritimes
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Facing page from top: Summer at 

Jauberria after it has been renovated; Kris 

and Dave Hallet; the couple lived in a 

caravan while working on the property 

 

This page, above: Dave converts one of 

the rooms into a lounge-diner (top two 

photos); the finished result (bottom photo)

‘The ride’ meant bringing a derelict 

cottage that was more than 100 years old 

and had been uninhabited for 25 years 

back to a habitable state, along with a barn 

from the early 1700s, in an equally decrepit 

condition that had been abandoned for half 

a century. While many would have quailed 

at such a task, old DIY hands Kris and Dave 

were happy to roll up their sleeves and get 

stuck in. “All the houses we’ve ever owned 

in the UK needed complete updates, and 

we’ve never had well-paid jobs, so we’ve had 

to learn to do things ourselves,” Kris says. 

“Dave would do the jobs I didn’t like or 

couldn’t do, and I would take on the things 

I could do well. Between us we’ve learned 

a lot of skills. He’s taught me a lot here, 

especially about rendering and plastering 

and mixing.”

The early days were tough going as the 

couple worked in the most basic conditions. 

“Over the years that followed, whenever 

we came over for holidays we did all we 

could to stop the buildings disappearing,” 

she says. “We had electricity and water, but 

no light bulbs or fittings, so we had to rig 

up temporary arc lighting, and there was no 

septic tank. 

“We found a second-hand caravan in the 

local paper, towed it down here and spent 

every holiday living in that and making a 

The idea took root as the couple headed 

home to the UK, as Kris explains. “The 

difficult bit was going back from that holiday 

after everything unravelled on the TV about 

9/11, and telling two of our three sons that we 

wanted to sell the family home that we’d lived 

in for 16 years. They were a bit stunned but 

not too surprised, because we’ve never been 

short of surprising our kids with what we do!”

The hunt began for a suitable property and 

it was retired government HR manager Dave, 

58, who came up trumps. “He came out in 

February 2002 to visit our friends and they 

went house-hunting together. They went to 

our local town, St-Palais, where they had six 

properties lined up to look at and this was the 

first one that my husband saw.

“He rang me up to tell me that he’d  

found a place that met my criteria – I just 

didn’t want to be isolated – and said that he’d 

put in an offer and was still waiting to hear.       

I just had to trust his judgement.”

The offer was accepted and the first time 

Kris clapped eyes on Jauberria, which is 

Basque for ‘new castle’, was in April 2002. 

“I was shocked at the state of it, because I 

thought it looked like a huge task,” she says, 

before adding, “but I looked to Dave and 

thought if he could cope with everything that 

was thrown at him, then I was there for the 

ride as well.”

“We spent every holiday making a start 
with clearing the place, saving it from 

falling down and then adding to it” 

The barn, dating from the early 

1700s, before work started

The barn with its new roof

renovating a derelict property
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RENOVATION ADVICE

For anyone thinking about taking on 
a renovation task as tough or long-
lasting as Jauberria, Dave has  
the following advice: 

“Pace yourself with the timing and 
the money, because both are going 
to take at least double – twice the 
time and probably twice the money, 
even if you’re on a tight budget. If you 
pace yourself, you have the chance 
to pull in some of that money you’re 
going to need further along.”

Be organised with materials and 
planning, and that will help keep 
costs trim. “I order more sand, gravel 
or blocks than we need for the job 
that we’re doing because I’ve already 
looked ahead at what would be 
happening in the next six months, 
which is also a saving in the long-term 
as well.”

Keep an eye out for anything that 
can be recycled. “We’ve still got 
the wood that formed the original 
barn roof. We’ve used a lot of it in the 
cottage and some of it is back in the 
barn. It’s really satisfying treating this 
wood and getting it back to how it 
would have looked when it was put in 
new, instead of burning it.”

Learn French, either before or soon 
after you make the move. “You can 
get by without knowing it, but you’ve 
got to embrace it once you’re here.               
If you really want to feel at home or 
start to feel that it’s your new home, 
it’s the only way to tackle it.”

the Roman Catholic priest came down our 

lane. He had a quick look inside the barn  

and when he came out again, he said the 

French government should give us a medal 

for what we’ve done and what we have done 

for the village. I thought it was really nice of 

him to say that.”

The couple’s tiny budget means their 

‘Field of Dreams’ project has taken years, but 

there’s light at the end of the tunnel, with the 

cottage finally opening for business as a gîte 

this summer. 

Clearly there are challenges ahead, but 

Kris isn’t worried. “What’s not to be happy 

about?” she says. “We’ve got our house, we’ve 

got beautiful views, we have learned how 

to survive with wood burners and dress up 

warmly. I will admit to one luxury: we did 

invest in an electric blanket. 

“I think we’re a bit spoiled in the UK with 

our laminate flooring, fitted carpets, central 

heating, double glazing and loft insulation. 

“You come here and you start with a hole 

above your head and you create something 

that will breathe and give you warmth.”

There’s lots more work to do for Dave 

and Kris, who insist this will be their “last 

renovation”, but when the DIY is all done, 

there will still be plenty of time for them to 

enjoy their ‘new’ new castle. 

“We’ve got our house, we’ve got beautiful 
views and we survive with wood burners”

Uncovering the beautiful stone walls of the cottage
The finished bedroom  
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LIFESTYLE

Oxford Sandy and Black piglets

W
hen Angela Prosser’s husband 

David bought her a pig 

butchery course for Christmas, 

he had no idea that it would 

eventually lead to them 

moving to France to run a pig farm.

“At the time we were living in Leamington 

Spa and I was working as a self-employed 

accountant in the aviation industry,” says 

Angela, now 46. “We’d already bought a ruin of 

a farmhouse in Percy, Normandy back in 2008. 

Since then we’d been going backwards and 

forwards on a regular basis, staying in a static 

caravan on-site while we slowly renovated it. 

While it was initially simply meant to be for 

holidays, the more often we went, the more we 

loved it there and we found ourselves thinking 

more and more about the possibility of making a 

full-time move.”

The couple put their UK home on the market 

and, during another trip to Percy during Easter 

2013, they decided that if it sold within a month, 

they’d make the move to France. The house was 

bought the very next day, and in July 2013, they 

moved out along with their sons Jacob, now 12 

and Ruben, now eight. By then, the house was 

Angela Prosser’s new life in Normandy as a breeder of rare pigs couldn’t 

be further removed from her previous life as an accountant in the 

aviation industry back in the UK. Catherine Cooper shares her story

earth
Down to

Above: Angela and David Prosser with their 

two sons, holding a litter of Berkshire piglets 
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Garrigue walking trail. For a bird’s eye view 

of Uzès, climb the 127 steps up the Tour 

Bermonde, in the storied surroundings of 

Le Duché, the 1,000- year-old residence of 

the Duke of Uzès. The narrow twisting and 

turning ascent up the spiralling set of steps is 

worthwhile for the panoramic views of town 

life below and the nearby rolling 

green hilltops.                                                                         

Take the tour of the castle family home 

where impressive objects such as a fighting 

helmet from the Joan of Arc era sit beside 

personal photographs and family heirlooms, 

giving more than a through-the-keyhole 

glimpse into aristocratic family life. 

After the leg-aching ascent up the Tour 

Bermonde, it’s a relief to visit the Tour 

Fenestrelle, a 42m-high tilting spire with 

no steps inside to be climbed; only a hollow 

steeple whose beautiful mullioned windows 

allow the chiming of bells for the adjoining 

Cathedral St-Théodorit to ring out. 

If you want to duck out from the noise 

of market day, the candle-lit cathedral is a 

peaceful spot, except in the month of July 

when it provides a grand setting for the 

Nuits Musicales concert. Pop in to  

pay your respects to the relics of the 

cathedral’s namesake saint or marvel at  

the ornate organ.

Tucked between the King’s and Bishop’s 

Towers that stalk the town’s skyline, you’ll 

find Le Jardin Médiéval d’Uzès, a haven 

of flowers, plants and shrubs blooming 

in the grounds of the 12th-century ruin. 

Morning guided tours are available by 

appointment and throughout the year, you’ll 

find exhibitions, concerts, lectures and 

workshops happening in the flower-filled 

setting. Once you’ve strolled the gardens’ 

vegetable, medicinal and herb patches, sip a 

herbal tea under the shade of the mulberry 

trees and laze in the sunshine for as long as 

you wish in this not-so-secret garden. 
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F
ormer teacher Liz Lamour knew 

exactly what she wanted to 

achieve when she redesigned 

this 200-year-old stone building 

in Brittany. “I gave up teaching 

after our third child came along in 2006, so 

when we bought this place the following 

year, I wanted to create an interior that 

would remind me of my previous career.” 

Chalkboards and chalk have inspired the main 

colour scheme throughout, while the scarlet 

tone in the kitchen/diner is reminiscent of 

children’s artwork; and dotted around each 

room are vintage posters and books, zinc 

numbers and rows of hooks that will transport 

you back in time to your old school days. 

Liz owns the cottage with husband 

Corentin, a French farmer she met in the 

mid-1990s as a student working in his family’s 

restaurant in Brittany, in order to improve her 

language skills. Born and bred in Ireland, in 

1999 Liz moved to the farm her husband had 

inherited from his grandparents, and together 

they have renovated several properties in 

the hamlet, most of which are rented out as 

holiday cottages. 

They themselves now live in what was 

the farm’s pigsty with their four children, 

Dara, Molly, Una and Róisín (11, 10, 8 and 6), 

who appear to have the idyllic setting for a 

storybook childhood: set well away from busy 

roads is a country lane where stone cottages, 

tumble-down barns, and fields of hay and 

prairies line either side; where crickets chirrup 

The Lamour family A
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Opening pages: Liz with 

daughter Molly in the 

kitchen chopping apples 

from the orchard, while Una 

and Róisín read at the table 

Above: The original cottage 

was built around 200 years 

ago in a warm yellow stone. 

Liz and Corentin designed 

an extension to make the 

most of the old building. 

The école sign came from a 

collector via leboncoin.fr

 

Left: A white painted desk 

and vintage chalkboard 

maintain the old school feel 

harmoniously, and where traffic consists of 

the odd walker out for a hike, a cat on the 

prowl for a tasty snack and the occasional 

tractor humming along in the sunshine.  

“It’s so peaceful here,” says Liz, “and not 

unlike the country setting in Ireland where I 

myself grew up. So although I dearly miss my 

family back home, I feel very settled here and 

the children love it.”

She may miss her family, but Liz doesn’t 

miss her old job as she’s carved a new and 

much more physical role for herself. “With 

each project, we’re our own architects,” she 

“I wanted to create an interior that would 
remind me of my previous career in teaching”

explains, “so we have to work out what we 

want; and as we do all the work ourselves it 

has to be physically possible otherwise we 

need to come up with another way.

“This cottage,” she continues, “which we 

call Jeanne after Corentin’s mother, was very 

small but we wanted it to be family-friendly.” 

Using a spiral staircase instead of a standard 

flight meant they had enough space in the 

original ground floor for the grey and white 

utilitarian shower room and a dormitory-style 

twin bedroom so that the upstairs could be 

used purely as a master bedroom. The main 
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Style tips
When using a bold colour like 
charcoal grey, team it with soft 

whites and a pop of colour. 

Don’t overload surfaces with 

objects; give quirky pieces 

room to be seen

living area, which would include an open-plan 

kitchen/diner, would exist in a new addition 

with a high vaulted ceiling.

To create the old school cottage, both Liz 

and Corentin played their roles to perfection. 

Corentin was strictly in charge of the 

groundwork: preparing foundations, building 

the structure from chalk brick, a traditional 

material that has insulating properties, and 

plastering with lime and sand, as well as 

fitting all the power and water supplies and 

drainage. Then Liz stepped in to lay flooring, 

fit tiles, and her favourite part, decorate 

and furnish; this is where she got to use 

her old school colours and ideas. “I love old 

chalkboards and educational posters,” she 

says, “and luckily I found someone online 

who loved them too but needed to sell some 

because they had too many.” 

In the kitchen, behind the main work 

area is a large chalkboard she found through 

a French website, leboncoin.fr, which is a 

cross between eBay and Freecycle. “The 

person I bought from even had an ‘école’ 

sign which we’ve put on the front of the 

cottage,” says Liz. As well as tracking things 

down online, Liz has picked up suitable 

objects at brocantes and vide-greniers, which 

literally means ‘empty loft’ and is similar 

to an antiques market or car boot sale. The 

Chalkboards and chalk have inspired the 
main colour scheme throughout
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USEFUL CONTACTS
AM.PM: ampm.fr

Bloomingville: bloomingville.dk

Bronte: brontebymoon.co.uk

Char à Bancs: aucharabanc.com 

Etsy: etsy.com

Fired Earth: firedearth.com 

Greengate: greengate.dk

Hemisphere Sud: hemisphere-sud.fr

Jotul: jotul.com/uk

Linum: linum.se

Pomax: pomax.com

Un Esprit en Plus: unespritenplus.com

Above left: The vaulted ceiling lends the space more light and a feeling of openness 

in this comfortable room. Corentin wood clad the ceiling and used underfloor heating 

 Above: The bold splash of red in the dining area lifts the monochrome scheme

Top right: The buildings in the hamlet are constructed of irregular-sized yellow stone

Right: The twin bedroom hints at old boarding school lodgings with metal beds 

and striped linen (from Linum). Educational posters bedeck the walls and zinc 

numbers line the shelf (available at Etsy)

small school chair used as a bedside table 

in the twin bedroom was one such find, as 

was an eye-catching desk lamp in the master 

bedroom, which sits beside a ticket board 

that would have been used at the horse races, 

proving that Liz’s school theme isn’t rigid, 

allowing her extra touches of playfulness. 

Also in the master bedroom are a  

couple of examples of Corentin’s ability to 

use odd bits and pieces stored in one barn 

or another: he nailed several bits of wood 

together in a star shape around which Liz  

has twisted fairly lights to make a pretty 

feature over the headboard. And in front of 

the opposite wall is an impressive wardrobe, 

not dissimilar in looks to Dr Who’s Tardis, 

made from leftover timber.

With Liz’s careful direction and an ability 

to see the finished scheme in her mind, she 

and Corentin have worked day and night to 

create a cottage with its own character, but 

not one that is contrived or difficult to live 

with: the old school house has personality, 

but moreover a warmth that invites you in 

and asks you to stay. 

Contact Liz via chambres-gites-bretagne.fr   

(00 33 (0) 6 70 03 57 32) to book your stay in 

this peaceful spot; travel via ferry from the UK 

to St-Malo (brittany-ferries.co.uk).
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BLUEBERRY TART

Enjoy this traditional dessert 
from Franche-Comté

Flavours of France

For the pastry:

 1¼ cups flour

 6 tbsp butter

 1 tbsp sugar

 ¼ tsp salt

 1 egg yolk

 ¼ cup ice water

For the filling:

  2 vanilla cookies, crumbled, 

or 2 tbsp fine semolina

 1 pound blueberries

 2 eggs

 ½ cup sugar

 ¼ cup crème fraîche

Serves 6

BISTRO CLASSICS
1.  In a bowl, mix all pastry ingredients, 

forming a smooth dough. Cover with 

plastic wrap and refrigerate for 1 hour.

2.  Preheat oven to 400°F.

3.  Roll out the dough and line a 

buttered, floured tart mould. 

4.  Sprinkle the bottom with 

cookie crumbs or semolina.  

Spread blueberries on top.  

Bake for 20 minutes.

5.  In a bowl beat eggs with sugar 

and crème fraîche. Remove tart 

from oven and pour mixture over 

blueberries. Continue baking for 

another 15-20 minutes. Serve.

Recipe and photograph taken 

from French Country Cooking 

by Françoise Branget. Arcade 

Publishing, $24.99, paperback
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food & drink

C
hampagne is synonymous with its 

celebratory bubbles, but this fertile 

land is also proud of its rich meaty 

dishes, sweet treats and fine cheeses.

Pork appears regularly on the menu 

here: the historic town of Troyes is known 

for andouillette – a large offal sausage 

served hot and cold; Reims is known for its 

fine ham and St-Menehould is famous for 

serving up pigs’ trotters. Smoked ham and 

sausage appear in the potée champenoise, a 

popular hearty stew at harvest time, often 

served with cabbage.

As for crops, as well as wheat and sugar 

beet, the fertile lands of Champagne are 

known for asparagus, round turnips and 

small pink lentils (lentillons rosés).

In the Pays d’Othe region, sometimes 

called Little Normandy, apple orchards still 

produce fruit for making sparkling cider. 

For those with a sweeter tooth, Reims 

is famous for its biscuits roses (pink finger 

biscuits) and other sweet delicacies worth 

trying are massepains (marzipan); pain 

d’épice (spiced sweet bread); and nonnettes 

(spiced buns).

Champagne is proud of its cheese 

selection. The most famous is the AOC-

designated Brie de Meaux. Also on offer are 

Chaource, Evry-le-Châtel and the ash-

coated Cendré de la Champagne, as well as 

the AOC-designated soft Langres cheese.

This month, we explore the rich dishes and tasty delicacies of this fertile region

Regional spotlight: Champagne

ON THE MENU NEXT MONTH...

... GREEN TOMATO AND  
SORREL SOUP
We share the recipe for this deliciously 

refreshing cold soup.

This fertile land is proud of its rich meaty 
dishes, sweet treats and fine cheeses

Master of wine Richard Hemming enjoys a taste of French champagne

What to drink…

Louis Roederer, Brut Premier 
NV champagne
(from £28.50, widely available)
One of the better-known brands, 
Roederer is one of the most 
reliable champagne houses. Non-
vintage champagne is blended 
from multiple years to give 
complexity and consistency. This 
wine has three years of maturation 
on lees before release, giving it 
mellow, ripe apple fruit and fresh 
bakery aromas.

Moët et Chandon, Grand 
Vintage Brut 2006 
champagne
(from £39, widely available)
The brand leader of 
champagne fully deserves  
its place, managing to 
produce high volumes of 
great quality fizz. Their Grand 
Vintage is a very serious 
champagne, and the 2006 is 
a great example – toasty, rich, 
full-bodied and opulent.

Benedick, Lea & 
Sandeman Rosé Brut 
NV champagne
(£25.95 Lea & Sandeman)
Full of peach fruit with 
a nicely nutty character 
too. Blended from Pinot 
Noir, Pinot Meunier and 
Chardonnay, this is classic 
pink fizz with impressive 
concentration. It’s rare to 
find pink champagne this 
enjoyable at under £30. 

Glass of champagne? It must be the hardest offer in the world 

to turn down. Surely one of France’s most famous creations, 

champagne is something that everyone knows of but very few 

know much about. Here’s a quick crash course in the essentials.

The Champagne vineyard region is east of Paris, and only 

sparkling wine made within its boundaries can use the name.     

The main grape varieties grown there are Chardonnay, Pinot Noir 

and the closely related Pinot Meunier. Most champagne is a blend 

of the three, but some may use only one of the varieties – for 

instance, anything labelled Blanc de Blancs is 100% Chardonnay.

The key to champagne quality relies not just on grapes but 

on production techniques. The signature sparkle is created by re-

fermenting the wine within the bottle, causing carbon dioxide to 

dissolve into the liquid. Once the yeast has died, the wine is then 

left in for at least 12 months, during which time a process called 

autolysis takes place. This transfers flavour from the yeast cells 

(‘lees’) into the wine, adding distinctive pastry and biscuit flavours.

It’s a costly and complicated method, but one which is vital 

for quality. The final stage is to add a small amount of sugar to 

provide balance against champagne’s notoriously high acidity 

level. Most champagnes are classified as brut, which tastes 

effectively dry.

Now, why not toast your new-found knowledge with one of 

these classic examples.
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1Get some inspiration by logging 

onto the Jardins Ouverts website 

to find local gardens that open to the 

public to raise money for charitable 

organisations in France: opengardens.eu

2Support tall-growing 

perennial plants such 

as delphiniums to avoid 

having them flop later in 

the season.

3Keep an eye on roses for the 

fungal disease black spot, 

particularly during damp weather. 

Remove any affected foliage and 

debris from around the soil.

4Plant dahlia 

tubers for an 

autumn display.

THINGS TO DO IN THE GARDEN THIS MONTH

À LA MAISON

J
une is the month when 

summer really begins in 

France and no flower sums up 

this time of year more than 

the rose. Gardeners all over 

the world have the French to thank for a 

veritable bouquet of glorious old roses, 

many of which are still available today.

They include the climber ‘Madame 

Alfred Carrière’ (pictured above), which 

puts on a stunning display of fragrant 

white noisette blooms for much of the 

summer, and the rambler ‘Félicité–

Perpétue’, which dates back as far as 1827 

and is adorned with a generous display of 

creamy white pompoms.

And who hasn’t heard of the beautiful 

pink climbing rose ‘Souvenir de la 

Malmaison’, named after the famous 

garden of the Empress Josephine, with its 

soft pink, strongly scented double flowers.

Some roses, ‘Félicité–Perpétue’ among 

them, flower once, after which they should 

be pruned so that they have all summer to 

generate new wood on which the following 

year’s buds will be formed. 

Others are what are known as repeat 

flowerers, which means they should be 

regularly dead-headed by cutting off the 

spent bloom to ensure a succession of new 

ones throughout the summer. 

While roses are one of the highlights 

of the June garden, there’s plenty going 

on elsewhere too. By now radishes, leaves 

such as lettuce and spinach and first 

early new potatoes will be ready to crop, 

while seeds sown under cover, including 

tomatoes, aubergines, cucumbers and 

peppers, can be planted out.

It should also be warm enough to sow 

seeds directly into the soil, including 

courgettes, squash and French beans, and 

to continue putting in the likes of beetroot, 

carrots, peas, spinach and salad leaves to 

ensure a succession of harvests.

The heat and moisture that June 

brings means plants will be putting on 

plenty of growth over the next few weeks, 

although the garden will benefit from 

a helping hand with the watering can 

should there be any prolonged dry spells, 

with courgettes and pumpkins being 

particularly thirsty plants.

Not enough moisture can lead to plants 

becoming stressed and more attractive 

to pests such as blackfly, and it’s also 

important to keep a watchful eye for foes 

such as greenfly, which can be sprayed 

with diluted soap; red-shelled lily beetles, 

which can be squished, and, during wet 

spells, slugs and snails.

A good mulch of well-rotted garden 

waste also comes into its own at this 

time of year as it prevents moisture from 

evaporating too quickly, although when 

applying it’s always wise to wet the surface 

of the soil first.

While it’s great to see fruit and 

vegetables putting on lots of growth, it’s 

inevitable that weeds will be emerging at 

an even greater rate: keep a hoe handy to 

take the tops off of any chancers poking 

through the soil on sunny days, and leave 

the debris to bake in the sun and act as an 

extra layer of mulch.

June can be a busy month for the 

garden but it’s essential to spend a little 

time simply sitting back, possibly with a 

glass of wine in your hand, and enjoying 

the warmer temperatures and the beauty 

all around.

Work up a

THIRST
Things are looking rosy in the 

garden, says Sue Bradley, who 

is reaching for the watering 

can as the weeks warm up

In the garden

P
H

O
TO

G
R

A
P

H
S

 T
H

IS
 P

A
G

E
 C

O
U

R
T

E
S

Y
 O

F
 D

A
V

ID
 A

U
S

T
IN

 R
O

S
E

S



completefrance.com June 2016 Living France 69

au jardin

H
urrah, les saints de glace 

have finally passed, and 

the vegetables, which by 

now have been potted several 

times in my greenhouse, can finally 

be planted out without the locals 

frowning upon me!

Les saints de glace falls from 

11-13 May, and in France, it is 

widely believed that these dates 

can bring the last days of cold 

and frost. When I first moved 

here, six years ago now, I didn’t 

heed the locals’ warnings about 

the possibility of late frosts and 

transferred many of my vegetables 

to the garden in April, as I used to 

when I lived in Manchester. As a 

result, I lost many of my non-frost-

hardy vegetable plants such as 

courgettes and other gourds. 

Here in the Parc Naturel 

Régional de Millevaches, our home 

is at nearly 800m, and cold, frosty 

mornings can continue well into 

May. When planting out young 

vegetables, it’s certainly a good 

idea to have fleeces to hand. 

However, I do always plant out 

potatoes in April, and I’ve never 

had a problem. This year I have 

chosen two French varieties – 

‘Amandine’, a first early which I will 

start harvesting mid-to-late June, 

and ‘Ratte’, a second early which 

will be ready to harvest from July.  

When planted outside in mid-

May, you can start to harvest most 

vegetables from July onwards. My 

favourite vegetable to grow has to 

be sweetcorn. I love the stature it 

gives to the vegetable plot and it’s 

delicious cooked on the barbecue. 

In France sweetcorn is 

mainly grown for animal 

food, and we rarely 

see it for sale in the 

shops. It’s usually 

ready to harvest 

from August into 

September; to check 

that yours is ready to 

eat, carefully peel back 

some of the outer leaves and 

pinch a kernel. When ripe and 

ready to harvest, the juice will 

be milky in colour and not clear. 

Although we’re not 

guaranteed endless days 

of heat and sun during the 

summer months in Corrèze, we 

certainly do have our fair share 

of them. Last summer was 

certainly the hottest and driest 

since we moved here, and we 

had a heatwave (canicule). A 

water ban was imposed, with 

no washing of cars or watering 

of gardens allowed between 

the hours of 8am and 8pm. 

Drought conditions certainly 

bring a whole new challenge to 

gardening. While flowers 

and shrubs tend 

to be a bit more 

robust, fruit and 

vegetables 

certainly need 

their water. As 

we’re fortunate 

enough to have 

a petite source 

running through our garden, 

this, along with the old wash 

house lavoir at the end of the 

road where I fill my watering 

can, provides a great source of 

free water for our vegetables 

and plants. A water butt would 

be a great investment too!                              

It is best to water your plants in 

early evening to ensure that the 

water reaches their roots, rather 

than just being evaporated 

away by the sun. 

In early July our majestic 

lime tree, Tilia cordata, is full 

of bees and the sound that 

emanates from it is amazing. 

Throughout summer a 

profusion of butterflies visit our 

garden; Tortoiseshell, Peacock, 

Brimstone, Red Admiral and 

Purple Emperor to name but 

a few, but my favourite visitor 

has to be the Hummingbird 

hawk-moth. I love watching 

them hovering as they feed 

from the Nicotiana and Verbena 

bonariensis I plant each year to 

attract them back. 

It’s during July and August 

that my ‘hot’ border comes 

into its own. It’s called ‘hot’ as 

I have filled it with a riot of 

vibrant red, orange and yellow 

flowers; Hemerocallis, Crocosmia, 

Dahlia, Salvia ‘Royal Bumble’ and 

Tagetes patula.

This border always benefits 

from plants bought during the 

spring and summer weekends 

from local troc aux plantes and 

marché aux fleurs. These events 

are attended by local growers 

and are great for buying good-

quality, well-priced bedding 

plants, annuals and flowers for 

hanging baskets.

As August arrives, my 

Gunnera manicata, by now 

standing at almost 6ft tall, 

dominates the ‘bog’ borders 

which run alongside the petite 

source. Accompanied by Hosta, 

Astilbe, Iris ensata, Solomon’s seal 

and Bergenia cordifolia, these 

leafy borders provide a perfect 

cool sheltering place for frogs 

wishing to escape from the 

summer heat. 

As with the other seasons, 

you never know when summer 

is going to end, but usually it 

lasts well into September, if 

not October. Here, the end of 

summer is not a sad event, as 

the heat is replaced by a chill, 

and the beauty of the Limousin 

countryside once again comes 

into its own.           

Katherine Forshaw and 

her husband Paul moved 

from Manchester to Corrèze 

in Limousin in 2010. She 

developed a love of gardening 

and shares her knowledge on 

her blog, Le Jardin Perdu.

jardin-perdu.com

My French garden: summer in Limousin BLOG

ARE YOU A 
KEEN GARDENER?
Email us at editorial@livingfrance.com

We’re not guaranteed 
endless days of heat but 

we do have our fair share

The arrival of summer means it’s time to start planting out again, 

and Katherine Forshaw couldn’t be happier about it



70 Living France June 2016 completefrance.com

A 
new report released by real 

estate consultancy firm Knight 

Frank suggests a solid return of 

stability to the French property market, 

with a significant upturn in sales during 

2015, particularly during the last quarter, 

signalling a continuation of the trend.

However, with market recovery still 

relatively fresh, the property experts have 

noticed a marked difference in buyers’ 

demands and requirements as they emerge 

from the credit crisis. 

Buyers, still reluctant to take any real 

significant risk, have shown an increased 

interest in investing in properties with 

working assets; property that can 

potentially cover its costs and bring in 

returns. With a strong rental demand, 

buyers are increasingly seeking rent-

appropriate property; in particular 

property that is turnkey ready with no 

need for structural work and any legal 

complications already ironed out.

While some potential buyers are still 

holding back, many others are keen to go 

ahead with a property purchase. Where 

prices are right, properties are attracting 

multiple bids and are achieving the asking 

price for the first time in five years.

Among Knight Frank’s buyers, of whom 

56% are British, the south of France and 

the Alps remain the most sought-after 

destinations for a property purchase. 

According to figures from Notaires de 

France, residential sales across France 

increased by 12.5% year-on-year while 

Knight Frank reported a doubling of sales 

between 2014 and 2015 and as a more 

stable economic outlook prevailed, the 

estate agency reported a rise of 87% on 

enquiries from prospective buyers in 2015. 

According to Notaires de France figures, 

house prices increased for the third 

quarter in a row, while the number of 

transactions increased by 100,000 in  

2015 to reach 809,000. This represented  

a rise of 16%. 

The biggest increase in house prices 

occurred in Châteauroux, capital of the 

Indre department with an average resale 

house price of €120,000, an increase of 

20%. House prices in Grenoble saw the 

largest decline with an average resale 

price of €291,000, a fall of 13.9%. 

There was a marked decline in 

apartment prices across France, with the 

largest drop recorded in Bourges (-11.4%).

A renewed sense of optimism, that 

looks likely to remain, is being attributed 

to favourable mortgage rates, a stablising 

of prices in prime markets and the 

weakening of the euro against the pound. 

knightfrank.co.uk

Whether you’re planning your move to France, or are already living 

there, we bring you the latest from the world of French property A painting believed to be by the 

Renaissance master Caravaggio has 

been found in an attic on the outskirts 

of Toulouse. The painting, thought to be 

worth around €120m, was discovered by 

accident when the family had cause to 

fix a leak in the ceiling. France has placed 

an export ban on the 400-year-old well-

preserved canvas that depicts a scene from 

the Book of Judith, keeping it in the country 

to carry out investigations. The Louvre 

museum in Paris has so far spent three 

weeks examining the painting.

A hamlet in France’s Jura mountains is 

being put up for auction for the price of 

just €150,000. Once home to 200 people, 

Baudin, in the commune of Toulouse-le-

Chateâu now has just two residents in the 

2.2-hectare village that features a 19th-

century presbytery, fountain and shops. 

Local authorities purchased the village in 

2013 with the hope of transforming it into 

a tourist spot but were unable to afford 

the restoration costs, estimated at €20m.         

The historic hamlet will be sold to the 

highest bidder at a five-day auction.

NEWS IN BRIEF

Property news
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Slow and steady

LES PRATIQUES

Follow us on 
Twitter for the 

latest news



The house-sharing start-up Airbnb has agreed to work 

with Paris City Hall to clamp down on illegal rentals 

by sending warning letters to any hosts suspected 

of breaching city regulations, including renting out a 

property for more than four months and leasing property 

that is not a primary residence. 

With more than 60,000 listings, Paris is the most popular 

city in the world for house sharing on Airbnb. However, 

there are a growing number of long-term rentals and 

businesses using the site to rent multiple properties 

which is argued to have a detrimental impact on the 

availability of residential housing in the city. 

Now hosts suspected of violating the rules will receive 

a warning letter from City Hall, sent via Airbnb, warning 

them to follow the city’s house-sharing regulations. 

Although Airbnb will not disclose names to Paris officials, 

it is hoped this more aggressive move will have a positive 

impact on the crackdown on illegal rentals. A trial period 

of four months has been granted, after which time City 

Hall will intervene to evaluate the initiative’s impact.
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PROPERTY OF THE MONTH
Robert Welton from Bel Air Homes has chosen this traditional 

farmhouse in Ménéac in the Morbihan department of Brittany 

as his property of the month. On the market for €138,375 and 

comprising 4,320m2 of land, this property represents good 

value for money and makes a perfect rural retreat. With three 

bedrooms, two bathrooms and two living areas, the house 

would make an ideal home for a large family or a spacious 

holiday house for accommodating lots of guests. An outside 

terrace is an idyllic space for enjoying a spot of alfresco dining.

properties-brittany.com

Don’t forget to sign up for the weekly newsletter
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CURRENCY NEWS

The pound pushes on

Davide Ugolini, of Currencies Direct, 
explains how sterling is standing its 
ground in the face of uncertainty 

After a stormy start to 2016, sterling defied gravity and enjoyed 

a spring bounce back as it traded at its highest level against the 

dollar and the euro at the end of April. This is fairly surprising 

as the gains posted by the pound appear to completely 

disregard the economic fundamentals. As a matter of fact, 

investors seem happy to ignore a spate of bad economic news 

out of the UK as concerns over Britain leaving the EU have 

started to weigh on economic activity. As the FTSE surged on 

the back of a rebound in the price of oil, so did the pound in a 

very remarkable turnaround from the dark days in February. 

Investors turned positive on sterling after a very rocky start to 

the year. Weaker labour market numbers with unemployment 

nudging higher, slower wage growth and weaker consumption 

failed to stop the rebound in the pound as investors are more 

concerned with the possibility of a Brexit.

Sterling sold off aggressively until the beginning of the 

spring and this was mainly due to the uncertainty that the EU 

referendum is causing among major investors. Many thought 

that the pound depreciated too quickly and too fast, but Brexit 

fears were enough to scare investors away. 

Late in April, Barack Obama made a dramatic intervention 

in the UK referendum debate as he urged voters to remain in 

Europe. Obama delivered a persuasive press conference while 

in the UK, during which he insisted that Britain would be at the 

“back of the queue” to arrange a trade deal with America in the 

case of a Brexit and urged the public to support the continued 

membership of the European Union.

Traders cheered Barack Obama, who has single-handedly 

offered a major boost to sterling as traders are convinced that 

his comments will sway many of the undecided voters to vote 

to remain in the European Union, and his words will surely be 

used many times between now and 23 June.

The situation could still unfold further in the weeks to come 

and the pound might again come under pressure as the debate 

enters its final stage ahead of the referendum day, and it serves 

as a reminder of how a Brexit remains a pivotal moment for the 

UK and Europe.

currenciesdirect.com

Airbnb tighten 
rules in Paris

GBP to EUR
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Lord of the manor
Living in a historic and elegant manor house is a dream that many of us have when thinking of living  

in France. Sophie Gardner-Roberts gets a taste of the high life with these six maisons de maître

Niort  
Deux-Sèvres

Auch  
Gers

Faugères  
Hérault

1
Set within vast 2.8-hectare grounds which include 

plants, trees, wells and a lavoir, this grand maison 

de maître offers plenty of living space. The ground 

floor comprises a large kitchen with a flagstone floor, 

a dining room, a lounge, a bedroom, an office, one 

bathroom and a cellar. There are five bedrooms and 

two bathrooms on the first floor and additional attic 

space on the second floor. The property also boasts 

superb vaulted cellars underground and outbuildings 

such as stables, a barn and a covered terrace. The 

house has been recently renovated to a high standard 

and would make a great family home.

autizeimmo.com

2
This impressive mansion is located in a small 

village just a short drive from the bustling town 

of Auch. It has been entirely renovated and offers 

plenty of space with four bedrooms, three living/

dining rooms and two bathrooms. The interior boasts 

decorative elements with plenty of character, such 

as tiled floors, fireplaces and antique tapestries. The 

property also has vast 3,000m2 grounds in which there 

is a wooded park, landscaped gardens and three wells. 

Attached to the property are a garage and a cellar, and 

within the grounds you’ll find a garden shed and a 

pleasant barbecue area.

laresidence.co.uk

3
Located in a small hamlet five minutes from 

Faugères, this maison de maître was built in 

the late 18th century. It boasts plenty of space with 

seven bedrooms and four bathrooms. The ground 

floor comprises a garage and superb 18th-century 

vaulted rooms with direct access to the street. A little 

path leads to the 600m2 garden which has a boules 

court, a lovely pool area with a summer kitchen 

and an open-sided stone barn serving as a covered 

terrace with pretty views. The property is currently 

used as a holiday rental business, with the owners’ 

accommodation located on the first floor.

realestatelanguedoc.com

€445,000

€486,000

€347,000

LES PRATIQUES For more properties for 

sale across France visit 

francepropertyshop.com
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Lisle-sur-Tarn  
Tarn

Toulouse  
Haute-Garonne

5
If you are looking for more classic architecture 

then this handsome manor house has plenty of 

attractive features. Rooms are light and have high 

ceilings, with details such as wall panelling and 

tiled floors. The house has four bedrooms and two 

bathrooms, two large sitting rooms, and a kitchen 

that would benefit from being made bigger. Set in two 

hectares of landscaped gardens with a pool, there is an 

adjoining vineyard offering stunning views. There is 

also a large two-level barn that could be converted into 

a separate dwelling, offering the potential to generate 

an income.

agencelunion.com

6
Built in 1794, this elegant maison de maître is 

conveniently located in a peaceful rural location 

just 30 minutes from Toulouse airport. The property 

has been restored to a very high standard, with 

spacious living accommodation split over three 

floors. On the ground floor is a light living room with 

marble floor, a dining room with a large fireplace and 

an adjoining fitted kitchen with access to a beautiful 

covered terrace. There are three bedrooms and two 

bathrooms on the first floor and a studio apartment – 

with kitchenette and bathroom – on the second floor. 

There is also a saltwater pool in the grounds.

sifex.co.uk

€780,000

€499,000

Gramat
Lot

4
This beautiful maison de 

maître dates back to 1780 

and has been tastefully restored.            

It retains plenty of charm thanks 

to its characterful features such 

as exposed wooden beams and 

flagstone and parquet floors.         

On the ground floor is a very 

spacious kitchen/dining room with 

a fireplace, as well as a lounge 

with an antique wood burner. An 

impressive stone staircase leads to 

the first floor where there are four 

bedrooms and two bathrooms, 

while the second floor could also 

be developed into further rooms. 

Outside there is a charming 

English garden with roses and 

wisteria, as well as an orchard.  

allez-francais.com 

€493,500

EDITOR’S 
PICK
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ANNE CUNNINGHAM-
DAVIS 
is director of French 
Locations, a company 
specialising in long-term 
rentals in France.
french-locations.co.uk

ANNIE DIGBY 

is a French national and 
qualified English solicitor. 
She is principal of Guellec-
Digby & Co, who specialise 
in the legal issues of buying 
and selling in France. 
guellec-digby.co.uk

KELVIN BREMNER 

is director of Eurobase 
Leisure, a leading provider of 
mobile homes in France.
eurobasemobilehomes.com

The experts

LES PRATIQUES

Whether you’re planning your move to France, or are already living out there, our panel of 

professionals aims to keep you fully informed with the best advice for every eventuality

PARK LIFE 

Q
I’m considering buying a property 

in France and would like to know 

what the advantages of buying a 

mobile home would be over a traditional 

bricks-and-mortar property?

Lucy Hawthorne

A
It all really depends on what it 

is you are looking for and your 

reasons for buying.

I would always start by saying that 

a mobile home is never a financial 

investment as its value won’t increase and 

make you a big profit like some traditional 

property can. If that is what you are 

looking for, a mobile home is not for you.

However, there are many advantages to 

mobile homes and if you are looking for a 

fast, easy way to get a slice of the French 

lifestyle, a mobile home is definitely an 

option worth thinking about. 

      Variables to consider include whether 

to buy a new or used mobile home, a single 

unit or twin and whether you want to rent 

or purchase the plot. 

Many people are attracted to the  

instant community that often comes 

with buying a mobile home and the like-

minded people they will inevitably meet at 

campsite parks where on-site facilities can 

also be a draw. Mobile homes can also be 

bought at a fraction of the cost of a house 

without the hassle of involving estate 

agents and lawyers. 

Maintenance and running costs are 

another great benefit as mobile homes are 

very cheap and easy to maintain. Many 

parks include your water and electricity 

within the pitch rental fee and if you have 

a meter and just pay the park directly, 

there is no dealing with energy suppliers 

and local government.

There are great options when it comes 

to what park you want to stay at. If you 

want a small and quiet retreat you can get 

a plot on a park for a couple of thousand 

euros, sometimes less. If you have children 

or grandchildren, a little more can get 

you a five-star park with all the fun and 

activities they could possibly need.

The other great thing is that if you see a 

park and area you like, you can always go 

and try it out. Get yourself out to France 

and hire a mobile home on the style of 

park you would like and see if it is for you.

KELVIN BREMNER

PROPERTY LAW

Q
My partner and I have decided to 

buy a house in France and part 

of our annual trip this summer 

will be spent viewing properties for sale. 

We’ve done some preliminary research 

into the buying process and would like to 

have a better understanding of the options 

available in terms of structuring the 

purchase. What is the difference between en 

indivision, en tontine and buying through an 

SCI, and would one be more suitable for us?

Jonathan Lister

A
A purchase en indivision means that 

on your death, your share in the 

property will pass to your relatives, 

in the absence of a will. French inheritance 

tax will be payable by each of your heirs 

and the applicable rate will depend on 

who inherits. In the absence of children, 

you can make a will giving your share to 

whomever you choose, but if you give it to 

your partner (assuming that you are not in 

a civil partnership), he/she will be liable for 

60% French inheritance tax. If you have 

children, they will receive part of your 

share in the property as they are reserved 

heirs to your estate.

In order to purchase en tontine, a 

special clause must be inserted in the 

acte de vente (transfer deed). The tontine 

cannot be adopted after completion 

of your purchase. It can, however, be 

cancelled if both owners agree that it is 

no longer appropriate to their personal 

circumstances. The effect of the tontine 

Ask the experts
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DO YOU HAVE A QUESTION TO 
PUT TO OUR PANEL OF EXPERTS? 
Email us at editorial@livingfrance.com

is that on the first death, the surviving 

partner will become the sole owner of 

the property, to the exclusion of the 

deceased partner’s children or relatives. 

The surviving partner must also pay 

60% French inheritance tax. While a 

purchase en indivision can be regarded as 

the equivalent of a tenancy in common, 

a purchase en tontine is similar to a joint 

tenancy. On the second death, the property 

will pass either to the children or relatives 

of the surviving partner.  

A purchase through an SCI (Société 

Civile Immobilière) allows you to avoid the 

French forced heirship rules, provided that 

you are domiciled in the UK when you die. 

The SCI will own the property and you will 

own shares in the company. The shares 

being moveable assets, they will pass 

under English law if you are domiciled in 

England and you will therefore have the 

freedom to give them to the beneficiaries 

of your choice in your will. Please note, 

however, that French inheritance tax will 

remain payable in France so if you give 

your shares to your partner, he/she will pay 

60% inheritance tax as explained above.

In addition to the above, I would stress 

that the new EU Succession Regulation 

that came into effect on 17 

August 2015 should be taken 

into account before deciding 

which structure is most suitable 

to you. This would be the topic 

of another discussion.

ANNIE DIGBY 

TRY BEFORE YOU BUY 

Q 
I am a regular reader of Living 

France and note a number of 

articles that suggest not buying a 

property in France initially, but to consider 

renting. This is something I would like to 

consider. I understand the minimum period 

of a French lease is three years, but I also 

heard that, as a retired person, I would 

probably have to pay all the rent upfront. 

Can you please advise.

Trish Smith  

A 
In France it is customary to rent 

rather than own property, renting 

from a professional landlord whose 

business is letting properties to people as 

their permanent and only place of abode. 

Their tenure is governed by strict rules so 

landlords are very careful when taking on 

a tenant as it is very difficult to evict them 

for any reason and certainly not between 

November and March. These secure 

tenancies are based on terms of three, six 

or nine years and the properties are let 

unfurnished. The normal criteria required 

assume that you are a salaried person 

with a regular income and even then, a 

guarantor may be required.

Many people think that is the only 

way they can rent a property in 

France. However, 

there is an alternative, often called ‘long 

term’ but for our purposes, it covers places 

to rent for longer than a holiday, though 

shorter than a permanent let.

You need to find somewhere that 

advertises properties for seasonal lets, and 

the majority of these will be offered for 

let furnished; location saisonnière (one to 

four months) or location meublée (four to 

12 months). They will be up to one year 

because a longer stay or unfurnished let 

could, by default, become a standard 

French tenancy.

With one of these contracts, you 

will be asked to sign a specific tenancy 

agreement that states the property is not 

the tenant’s primary residence. The rent is 

paid monthly in advance and a deposit is 

usually required. This usually equates to 

one month’s rent. 

There are not many places to look, 

though there are websites advertising 

them as ‘long-term rentals’. Often you’ll 

find that French estate agencies do not 

have dedicated letting departments, and 

when asked about rental property they 

usually assume you want a three-year 

lease. It isn’t easy to find a great deal of 

choice without staying in the area, so 

perhaps taking a holiday let while you look 

around might be the answer. 

ANNE CUNNINGHAM-DAVIS 
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There have been numerous changes to the rules regarding 

the payment of social charges in France. Rob Kay explains 

the latest development and how it might affect you

I
f you are thinking of moving to France or 

buying a property there, you need to know 

about social charges. If you already live in 

France or own a French property, you may 

be confused by all the recent changes. The 

French government has revised the rules yet 

again, so here is a recap of social charges before 

an explanation of the latest regulation to help 

guide you through these changes.

WHAT ARE SOCIAL CHARGES?

To all intents and purposes, social charges  

are another tax levied on most types of income 

in France, on top of income tax. 

They are called social charges because the 

money is used to finance the French social 

security. However, these payments provide no 

health benefits and should not be confused 

with the charges sociales (the French version of 

National Insurance contributions) payable on 

earned income.

They are actually made up of six elements: 

the contribution sociale généralisée (CSG), 

contribution au remboursement de la dette sociale 

(CRDS), prélèvement social (PS), contribution 

additionnelle (CA), prélévement de solidarité (PdS) 

and the latest one, contribution additionnelle de 

solidarité pour l’autonomie (CASA).  

HOW ARE THEY PAID?

Generally, social charges are paid in arrears, and 

they are calculated based on the income you 

declare in your tax return. 

The French authorities calculate the amount 

due and send notification (avis d’imposition) of 

the amount payable in the autumn following 

the submission of your tax return. So your tax 

return for 2015 income, for example, will be 

submitted in 2016 and you will receive your 

social charges bill sometime in the autumn.

However, different rules apply for certain 

types of income such as real estate capital 

gains, or in some cases assurance vie income 

where social charges are paid the month after 

the gains are realised. 

WHO PAYS THEM?

Prior to 2012, only French residents had 

to pay social charges. Then in 2012 a very 

controversial decision was made: to start 

charging non-residents on capital gains  

made on the sale of a French property and  

the rental income generated from it. For the 

past couple of years, UK residents have had 

to pay social charges of 15.5%. This includes 

owners of holiday rental homes in France 

– who were already paying social security 

charges in the UK.

In terms of UK property, any rental income 

generated is liable for tax in the UK, whether 

you are resident there or not. However, you 

have an individual personal allowance of 

£11,000 (for the 2016/17 tax year). If you 

and your spouse have no other UK source 

income, and your rental income is below your 

combined allowance, then you will have no 

tax to pay in the UK.

The UK/France double tax treaty was 

designed to avoid double taxation. You receive 

credit in France for the equivalent amount of 

French tax and social charges.

WHAT CHANGED IN 2015?

In February 2015 the European Court of Justice 

(ECJ) ruled that France could not apply social 

charges on people who were subject to social 

security in another EU/EEA member state. This 

meant that non-residents should not be liable 

on French property income, and residents who 

are affiliated to the social security of another 

EU member state (generally individuals 

holding EU form S1) were exempt on 

unearned and investment income. The French 

government confirmed this in October. 

So if you were resident in France and 

affiliated to the social security of another EU 

member state, you could claim repayment of 

social charges on capital gains on property 

and shares, dividends, interest, assurance vie, 

letting income etc, for income received in the 

years 2012 to 2015.

WHAT HAS CHANGED NOW?

The French government has fought back and 

has changed the rules once again in the social 

security budget for 2016. In essence, Article 24 

says that social charges will now be paid to a 

non-contributing fund (fond vieillesse). 

This is outside the scope of the ECJ’s 

ruling and so for income received from this 

year onwards, social charges are again due 

on unearned and investment income (or on 

French real estate income for non-residents) – 

even if you have form S1.  

There are rumours that there will be  

appeals, in which case could the law have  

to change yet again?

CAN I STILL CLAIM FOR 

PREVIOUS YEARS?

Yes. If you unduly paid social charges on 

unearned income in 2013, 2014 and 2015, you 

are entitled to a make a claim to recover the 

tax. The deadlines for the different incomes can 

vary, and it also depends on whether you are ©
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resident or non-resident, so seek advice from a 

tax expert. You need to write to your local tax 

office, or ask your accountant to do so on your 

behalf, detailing exactly which payments you 

are reclaiming. You can also go online to the  

tax website impots.gouv.fr and look at the 

‘Particulier’ section. 

Your claim must be accompanied by 

evidence of your affiliation to another country’s 

health system (such as your S1 form) and details 

of the social charges paid.

ARE THERE ANY GREY AREAS?

If you are a French resident, any UK pension 

income you receive is generally taxable in 

France and not the UK, with the exception of 

government service pensions. In this instance, 

only UK tax is payable regardless of the country 

of residence. 

However, your government service pension 

is taken into account when determining the 

rate of tax payable on your other income, so 

you still need to declare it in France. Local tax 

offices also tend to include government service 

pension income when calculating your social 

charges. And although, according to the double 

tax treaty, social charges should strictly not be 

payable, some people are charged, others are 

not, some request and receive refunds, others 

are turned down. 

In any case though, if you are not affiliated 

to the French healthcare system (which may be 

the case if you hold form S1) you are not liable 

for social charges on any of your UK pension 

income, including government pensions.  

With social charges on top of income taxes, 

your tax bill in France can be high. However, 

there are compliant arrangements in France 

that can lower your tax liabilities on your 

savings and investments. You should always 

seek professional advice on tax in France, both 

to make sure you are aware of all the latest tax 

rules and that you hold your savings and assets 

in the most tax-efficient way. 

Rob Kay is senior partner at Blevins Franks

blevinsfranks.com

The tax rates, scope and reliefs may change. 

Any statements concerning taxation are based 

upon our understanding of current taxation laws 

and practices which are subject to change. Tax 

information has been summarised; an individual 

should take personalised advice. 

Social charges are 
paid in arrears
and are calculated 
based on the 
income you declare 
in your tax return

Salaries and 
unemployment 
benefits 

Retirement 
or disability 
pensions 

Investments, bank 
interest, annuities, rental 
income and capital gains

CSG 7.5% 6.6% 8.2%

CRDS 0.5% 0.5% 0.5%

PS 0% 0% 4.5%

CA 0.3%

PdS 2%

CASA - 0.3% -

Total 8% 7.4% 15.5%

WHAT SOCIAL 

CHARGES DO I HAVE 

TO PAY FROM 2016?

These are listed in the 

table (right). You can 

deduct a proportion of the 

social charges payable on 

income taxed at the scale 

rates against earned or 

pension income.

social charges
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different treatment for the law of Scotland, or 

Ireland, and that is indeed so: inheritance law 

rules in Scotland are different, for example, from 

those in England and Wales, and if a British 

national lives in Scotland then Scottish law 

would apply.

The new regulation, developed through 

recognition of the fact that European citizens 

were becoming increasingly mobile, spreading 

their estates across several jurisdictions, and 

allowing one set of inheritance rules to govern 

the whole of an estate would facilitate its 

administration on their death.

Another result of increased mobility is the 

increase in cross-border relationships. If two 

people from different countries marry, then 

choosing to apply the law of their nationality 

to their estates may inevitably give rise to 

complications in the long run.

POSSIBLE CONSEQUENCES

It is also important to note that in instances 

where the law of England and Wales can be 

applied, this may nevertheless give rise to some 

unintended consequences. The process of 

administering an estate in England requires that 

a deceased person’s assets pass to executors at 

the moment of death. 

Those executors are charged with the task 

of paying any inheritance tax or other debts 

that may be due, and then distributing the 

proceeds among the beneficiaries named in 

the will. In the absence of a will, this stage is 

fulfilled by administrators, who would 

effectively carry out the same duties.

Whether the person dealing with the 

administration of the estate is an executor 

under a will or an administrator on an intestacy 

(which occurs when the deceased did not 

leave a will), one point remains constant: under 

English law, that person is a trustee of the 

deceased’s estate.

France does not recognise trusts. At least, 

while it acknowledges they exist, they are 

generally treated with scepticism, on the basis 

that they must be structures developed for tax 

avoidance rather than anything else. 

There is a concern at the moment that 

naming an executor in an English will could 

give rise to substantial tax problems following 

A
nyone buying a house in France 

will hopefully know the importance 

of considering the implications of 

inheritance planning, to ensure 

that, as far as possible, their estate 

in France will pass in accordance with their 

intentions. The rules of French inheritance law 

and tax have long differed from the position 

in the UK, and many people have found 

themselves in extremely difficult circumstances 

in the past through not having given such 

matters sufficient attention.

Since August 2015, a new layer of legislation 

has also come into force, as regular readers will 

be well aware. The EU Succession Regulation 

(known as ‘Brussels IV’) now applies in all EU 

countries, save for Ireland, Denmark and the UK, 

in cases of cross-border succession matters. 

The aim of the regulation is to allow 

people to apply the inheritance law rules of 

the country where they are resident before 

death to all of their estate in other countries of 

the EU, or to choose to select the law of their 

nationality should they prefer.

ALL CHANGE?

An immediate presumption from this might 

well be that there is no need now to consider 

any of the ‘traditional’ estate planning structures 

that Brits have employed when buying 

property in France. In this we may include 

structures such as a change of matrimonial 

regime to adopt a universal community regime, 

or the inclusion of a tontine clause in the 

property purchase deed. 

Both of these options have proved popular 

before now when a couple would have wanted 

the survivor of them to inherit the whole of the 

French property absolutely, in preference to any 

interest passing to children as would otherwise 

happen under French law.

Now, it is generally going to be possible for 

a couple to ensure that right of survivorship 

through the new regulation, by declaring that 

the inheritance rules of England and Wales 

should apply to their estate in France (or indeed 

elsewhere in Europe). Inevitably, though, it is 

not quite so simple. 

The mention above of the laws of England 

and Wales would presuppose that there is a 

the death. Those potential problems are sure 

to be resolved at some point in the future. Yet 

since such a resolution would almost inevitably 

require a judgement from the European Court 

of Justice, it is a brave commentator who would 

say that the problem would be resolved any 

time soon.

While Brussels IV is a hugely important 

legislative step for the EU, there are still a 

number of points that remain to be addressed. 

It may be beneficial but is arguably not yet to 

be treated as a panacea.

ESTATE PLANNING STRUCTURES

One point that is clear from the EU Succession 

Regulation, though, is that it does not override 

other estate planning structures. 

If a married couple want to ensure that the 

survivor of them will inherit the French house 

absolutely, then declaring that the French 

property will be subject to a French 

matrimonial regime of universal community of 

assets is just as viable now as it was before the 

regulation came into force. 

And where previously a couple might have 

included a tontine clause in the purchase deed 

to the house, that option still remains available 

now (provided they have not yet completed 

the purchase, as a tontine clause cannot be 

added afterwards).

While those same results should normally 

be available to a person by applying Brussels IV, 

there may still be instances where that might 

not necessarily work perfectly. In the face of 

such doubts, some of the ‘old’ structures do at 

least bring with them certainty as to the result. 

This is something that is attractive to lots of 

people looking to plan for the succession of 

their estates on death.

In any event, it is prudent to give detailed 

thought to the devolution of one’s estate, to 

consider what consequences may arise in 

France and abroad, and to bear in mind the 

potential inheritance tax position across the 

different jurisdictions. Expert advice should 

therefore be valuable. 

Matthew Cameron is a partner at  

Ashtons Legal

ashtonslegal.co.uk

Are the estate planning structures that have long been used by British 

buyers of French property now redundant as a result of the new EU 

Succession Regulation? Not necessarily, says Matthew Cameron

Future perfect

LES PRATIQUES

For more articles 

on French law visit 

completefrance.com/

french-property/law

MORE

ONLINE
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If you’re planning to finance a property purchase in France with a French 

mortgage, it’s worth making sure that your finances are in good order 

before you start the application process, as Simon Smallwood explains

P
urchasing a property abroad is 

not a decision to be taken lightly. 

British buyers whose dream it is to 

buy in France often wait patiently 

for a number of years until they 

feel comfortable enough with their own 

circumstances and overall economic conditions 

to take the plunge. Given the current 

uncertainty surrounding the UK’s membership 

of the European Union, it would not come 

as a surprise if many of you were sitting on 

your hands and waiting for the result of the 

referendum before making your own move.

PROTECTING FROM UNCERTAINTY

Taking out a French mortgage can prove a  

very astute way of protecting yourself against 

some of the economic uncertainty resulting 

from the upcoming referendum, particularly 

concerning the euro/pound exchange rate. If 

you’re keen to buy, but you are worried about 

the current climate of uncertainty, we would 

strongly recommend that you consult an expert 

French mortgage consultant to find out how 

a French mortgage can protect you against 

market movements.

Nevertheless, there will still be plenty of 

you who would prefer to wait until after the 

referendum is out of the way before going 

ahead with a property purchase in France, 

which means that summer 2016 may prove to 

be a busy time for British buyers on the French 

property market. However, this is not to say that 

there is nothing for prospective buyers to do in 

the meantime. 

GOOD TIME TO BORROW

Many of you will wish to take advantage 

of the excellent rates currently offered by 

French lenders to non-resident borrowers. The 

European Central Bank reduced its benchmark 

interest rate to 0% in March 2016, and French 

mortgage rates are consequently at historic 

lows. Meanwhile, the banks are perfectly 

happy receiving mortgage applications from 

international buyers, and many of them have an 

attractive range of credit products designed for 

these borrowers. 

In order to secure a French mortgage, 

you will have to submit a comprehensive 

application which essentially consists of 

documentation relating to your current 

financial situation. Banks out in France do 

not have access to UK credit checks, and 

request full disclosure from British borrowers 

concerning all financial assets, liabilities, 

income and outgoings. The banks also ask 

that you send over three months’ worth of 

statements for all bank accounts held under 

your name.

This may sound like an arduous task, but 

the banks are working to make the process 

quicker and simpler for applicants. Documents 

are rarely required in their original form, so 

you can scan and submit the paperwork 

electronically. Indeed, the one aspect that 

consistently causes the longest delay during 

the early stages of a mortgage application is 

the time taken by applicants to put together 

their file of paperwork. In preparation for a 

summer viewing trip, you should therefore 

think about putting aside all the financial 

documents and bank statements that you 

receive in the coming months. 

Furthermore, be sure to think about how 

you manage your finances in this period. As 

mentioned, French underwriters need to see 

bank statements dating back over a period of 

three months. So what are they looking out for? 

GET PAPERWORK IN ORDER

Firstly, French banks are very cautious about 

overdrafts. Such facilities are much less common 

in France than in the UK, and the use of an 

overdraft can be looked upon negatively, 

so think about making sure that your bank 

statements are in the black and keep them in a 

healthy condition for the foreseeable future. 

Ideally, you might also choose to pay into 

a savings account each month. It also goes 

without saying that these lenders like to see as 

much evidence of savings as possible when you 

make an application. They will certainly want to 

see enough money to cover your deposit and 

purchasing fees, with a cushion left over so as to 

not over-stretch yourself.

Once you have the financial documentation 

in place, you will be in the position to apply for 

a financial pre-approval. This pre-approval, or 

‘agreement in principle’, will provide peace of 

mind for vendors when you go over to France 

on your viewing trip. Approaching a vendor 

with the lender’s pre-approval already in hand 

proves that you are a serious, dependable buyer. 

As the funds have already been pledged by the 

lender, in effect it makes you a de facto cash 

buyer, putting you in the perfect position of 

strength when you enter into negotiations on 

the purchase price. 

Hopefully this article has given you some 

food for thought regarding the preparations 

for your French property purchase. While it 

is perfectly natural to be cautious about the 

upcoming EU referendum, the likelihood is 

that – whatever the outcome – purchasing 

a property in France will remain a feasible 

and popular option for British citizens. To put 

yourself at the front of the queue, start taking 

the necessary steps, starting with obtaining pre-

approval for a French mortgage. 

Simon Smallwood is joint managing director of 

International Private Finance

internationalprivatefinance.com

mortgage advice

Stamp of approval

You can scan and 
submit paperwork 

electronically
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FERRIES

Brittany Ferries 

Tel: 0330 159 7000

brittany-ferries.co.uk

Stena Line

Tel: 0120 47777

stenaline.ie

Condor Ferries 

Tel: 01202 207216 

condorferries.co.uk

Irish Ferries

Tel: 0818 300 400 

irishferries.com

LD Lines 

Tel: 0844 576 8836

ldlines.co.uk

DFDS Seaways

Tel: 0844 576 8836

dfdsseaways.co.uk

P&O Ferries 

Tel: 0871 664 2121

poferries.com

AIRLINES

Aer Arann 

Tel: 0871 718 5000

aerarann.com

Aer Lingus 

Tel: 0871 718 5000

aerlingus.com

Air France 

Tel: 0871 663 3777 

airfrance.co.uk

Aurigny Air Services

Tel: 01481 822 886  

aurigny.com

Blue Islands 

Tel: 08456 202122 

blueislands.com

bmi regional

Tel: 0844 4172 600 

bmiregional.com

British Airways

Tel: 0844 493 0787

britishairways.com

CityJet

Tel: 0871 405 2020

cityjet.com

easyJet 

Tel: 0330 365 5000

easyjet.com

Flybe 

Tel: 0871 700 2000

flybe.com

Jet2 

Tel: 0800 408 1350 

jet2.com

Lyddair 

Tel: 01797 322 207 

lyddair.com

Ryanair 

Tel: 0871 246 0000 

ryanair.com

Swiss International

Tel: 0845 601 0956 

swiss.com

RAIL

Eurotunnel 

Tel: 08443 35 35 35 

eurotunnel.com

Eurostar 

Tel: 08432 186 186 

eurostar.com

Voyages-sncf.com

Tel: 08448 485 848

uk.voyages-sncf.com

On the  map
Use our detailed map to help plan your route and 
understand France’s departmental and regional boundaries

01 Ain (Bourg-en-Bresse)

02 Aisne (Laon)

03 Allier (Moulins)

04 Alpes-de-Haute-Provence 

(Digne)

05 Hautes-Alpes (Gap)  

06 Alpes-Maritimes (Nice)

07 Ardèche (Privas)

08 Ardennes (Charleville-Mézières)

09 Ariège (Foix)

10 Aube (Troyes)

11 Aude (Carcassonne)

12 Aveyron (Rodez)

13 Bouches-du-Rhône (Marseille)

14 Calvados (Caen)

15 Cantal (Aurillac)

16 Charente (Angoulême)

17 Charente-Maritime 

(La Rochelle)

18 Cher (Bourges)

19 Corrèze (Tulle)

2a Corse-du-Sud (Ajaccio)

2b Haute-Corse (Bastia)

21 Côte-d’Or (Dijon)

22 Côtes-d’Armor (St-Brieuc)

23 Creuse (Guèret)

24 Dordogne (Périgueux)

25 Doubs (Besançon)

26 Drôme (Valence)

27 Eure (Évreux)

28 Eure-et-Loir (Chartres)

29 Finistère (Quimper)

30 Gard (Nîmes)

31 Haute-Garonne (Toulouse)

32 Gers (Auch)

33 Gironde (Bordeaux)

34 Hérault (Montpellier)

35 Ille-et-Vilaine (Rennes)

36 Indre (Châteauroux)

37 Indre-et-Loire (Tours)

38 Isère (Grenoble)

39 Jura (Lons-le-Saunier)

40 Landes (Mont-de-Marsan)

41 Loir-et-Cher (Blois)

42 Loire (St-Étienne)

43 Haute-Loire (Le Puy)

44 Loire-Atlantique (Nantes)

45 Loiret (Orléans)

46 Lot (Cahors)

47 Lot-et-Garonne (Agen)

48 Lozère (Mende)

49 Maine-et-Loire (Angers)

50 Manche (St-Lô)

51 Marne 

(Châlons-en-Champagne)

52 Haute-Marne (Chaumont)

53 Mayenne (Laval)

54 Meurthe-et-Moselle (Nancy)

55 Meuse (Bar-le-Duc)

56 Morbihan (Vannes)

57 Moselle (Metz)

58 Nièvre (Nevers)

59 Nord (Lille)

60 Oise (Beauvais)

61 Orne (Alençon)

62 Pas-de-Calais (Arras)

63 Puy-de-Dôme 

(Clermont-Ferrand)

64 Pyrénées-Atlantiques (Pau)

65 Hautes-Pyrénées (Tarbes)

66 Pyrénées-Orientales 

(Perpignan)

67 Bas-Rhin (Strasbourg)

68 Haut-Rhin (Colmar)

69 Rhône (Lyon)

70 Haute-Saône (Vesoul)

71 Saône-et-Loire (Mâcon)

72 Sarthe (Le Mans)

73 Savoie (Chambéry)

74 Haute-Savoie (Annecy)

75 Ville-de-Paris (Paris)

76 Seine-Maritime (Rouen)

77 Seine-et-Marne (Melun)

78 Yvelines (Versailles)

79 Deux-Sèvres (Niort)

80 Somme (Amiens)

81 Tarn (Albi)

82 Tarn-et-Garonne 

(Montauban)

83 Var (Toulon) 

84 Vaucluse (Avignon)

85 Vendée 

(La Roche-sur-Yon)

86 Vienne (Poitiers)

87 Haute-Vienne (Limoges)

88 Vosges (Épinal)

89 Yonne (Auxerre)

90 Territoire-de-Belfort (Belfort)

91 Essonne (Évry)

92 Hauts-de-Seine (Nanterre)

93 Seine-St-Denis (Bobigny)

94 Val-de-Marne (Créteil) 

95 Val-d’Oise (Pontoise)

Each of France’s 96 departments is listed below with the departmental capital, or préfecture, 
in brackets. 

THE DEPARTMENTS

TRAVEL INFORMATION
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L’HEXAGONE

1. balcon

2. serein

3. temoin

4. donjon

5. voisin

6. besoin

THE PERFECT MATCH

Une randonnée = a hike 

Un transat = a deckchair 

Un roman = a novel

UNSCRAMBLE THE LETTERS TO 

FIND THE FOUR FRUITS

pamplemousse

pêche

raisin

citron

WHERE AM I?

Rouen

Angoulême

test your french answers fIVe MInute french answers

1 = b. 3

2 = c. guide touristique

3 = c. la maison de Noirmoutier

LES MOTS CACHÉS

norMandy

Pays-de-
la-loIre

nord-Pas-
de-calaIs- 

PIcardy

corsIca

Ile-de-
france

alsace-
chaMPagne-

ardenne- lorraIne

Burgundy- 
franche-coMté

centre

ProVence-
alPes-côte 

d’azur

auVergne-rhône-alPes

LiLLe

Marne-
la-Vallée

Calais
Dunkerque

Le Touquet

Dieppe

Le Havre

St-MaloDinardRoscoff

Lorient

Quimper

Basel-
Mulhouse

Bourg-St-Maurice
Aime-

la-Plage
Moûtiers

Nice

Toulon

AvignonNîmes

Rodez

Béziers

Perpignan

Carcassonne
Lourdes

PauBiarritz

Bergerac

Brive

 Flybe

 irish Ferries 
(Rosslare)

 Brittany Ferries  
(Plymouth & Cork)

 Aer Lingus
 Flybe

 easyJet 
 Flybe

 CityJet 
 Ryanair

 easyJet
 Ryanair

 Flybe
     CityJet

 Ryanair

 Ryanair
 Flybe  CityJet

 Ryanair

 Aer Lingus
 British Airways

 easyJet
 Flybe

 Ryanair
 Monarch

 Ryanair
 Jet2

 Flybe  
 British 

Airways 

 Ryanair
 easyJet 

 Flybe 
 British Airways 

 Ryanair  Aer Lingus
 British Airways

 easyJet
 Jet2

 Flybe

 Ryanair

 easyJet
 Ryanair

 Ryanair  Ryanair 

 Jet2 
 British Airways

 easyJet
 eurostar 

 Flybe
 Monarch 

 Flybe 
 CityJet 
 eurostar

 British Airways
 easyJet
 Ryanair
 eurostar

 CityJet 
 Flybe 

 Monarch
 British Airways
 easyJet
 Jet2
 Flybe

 eurostar 
(Dec-Apr)

 easyJet
 Jet2
 Monarch 
 Ryanair
 Norwegian
 Flybe
 British Airways 

 British Airways 
 Flybe
 Jet2
 Air France 

 British Airways
 easyJet
 Flybe
 Jet2
 Swiss international
 Blue islands from   
 Jersey & Guernsey
 eurostar

 British Airways
 easyJet

 Swiss international
 Ryanair

 eurostar

 Lyddair

 DFDS Seaways
(Newhaven)

Deauville

 Brittany Ferries  
(Portsmouth & Poole)

 Stena Line 
(Rosslare) 

 Condor Ferries  
(Portsmouth)
 irish Ferries 

(Rosslare & Dublin)

 Brittany Ferries 
(Portsmouth) 

 Flybe 

 Brittany Ferries  
(Portsmouth & Plymouth)

 Condor Ferries  
(Poole & Weymouth)

 Ryanair
 Aurigny

 DFDS Seaways (Dover) 

 Ryanair 
 Flybe 

 Brittany Ferries 
(Portsmouth)

 DFDS Seaways 
(Portsmouth)

 British
Airways 

 eurostar

Aix-en-Provence

 eurostar 
(May-June)

 eurostar
 Ryanair
Flybe
Air France
British Airways
Jet2
Aer Lingus
CityJet
easyJet
BMi Regional

Brest

Grenoble

04

Bastia

Calvi

Figari easyJet 

 British Airways 

 Air France
 easyJet 
 Flybe 

 Air France 
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Geneva

Cherbourg

63
Chambéry

languedoc-roussIllon- 
MIdI-Pyrénées

aquItaIne-lIMousIn- 
PoItou-charentes

BrIttany

La Rochelle

Seasonal flights
Check websites for details

ReNNeS

CAeN

ROUeN

AMieNS

MeTZ

CHâLONS-eN-
CHAMPAGNePARiS

STRASBOURG

DiJON
BeSANçON

LYON
CLeRMONT- 
FeRRAND

MARSeiLLe

AJACCiO

MONTPeLLieRTOULOUSe

BORDeAUX

LiMOGeS

POiTieRS

TOURS

ORLéANS

NANTeS
ANGeRS

 eurostar
 eurotunnel (Folkestone)

 P&O Ferries (Dover)
 DFDS Seaways (Dover)

 Flybe 
 Ryanair
 Aer Lingus

 British Airways
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Savoie, Rhone-Alpes
 A fabulous renovated house in a small village 
near Bourg st Maurice. The house is on 3 levels 
and the ground loor comprises a cosy lounge / 
dining area with spacious and itted kitchen and 
a outdoor terrace it would make a perfect home 

in the mountains for a family.  

316,000 €

Gers, Midi-Pyrenees
House for less than 170 000€! Small Gascony 

house, barn and outhouses with big potential 
in the commune of Sauveterre in the Gers.This 
former farmhouse is found in the valley of the 
river Save and is bordered by a canal.Lombez 

and Samatan are ive minutes away.

165,900 €

Haute-Vienne, Limousin
Spacious one-bedroom cottage with living area 

on one loor, cellar and attached low maintenance 
courtyard. The roof on the main building was 

replaced in March 2009. The cottage forms part of 
a hamlet comprising ive houses and lies within a 

National Nature Reserve. 

39,000 €

Midi-Pyrenees
Country House with Garden and Land.

This country house down a quiet laneway has 
wonderful views of the foothills of the Pyrenees. 
Sit on the balcony of an evening, enjoy the view 

and listen to the river and the other sounds of 
nature in this little oasis of calm. 

178,200 €

Lot, Midi-Pyrenees
On a dominant position with a nice view, very 

nice house totally renoved with more than 250 
m2 of living area + 110 m2 of subsoil. Flat land 
3500 m2. Garage. Ground level (100 m2): living 

room opening on a panoramic terrace, new 
itted kitchen, bedrooms/oice, toilets.

264,450 €

Provence-Côte d’Azur 
Mougins : In a peaceful location and beneiting 

from a open view, this beautiful single storey 
villa comprises: entrance hall, vast and bright 

living / dining room with ireplace, fully 
independent equipped kitchen, 3 bedrooms 
including a large en-suite master bedroom. 

1,150,000 €

Puy-de-Dome, Auvergne 
Charming stone cottage in a peaceful setting 
on grounds of 3144 m2. The property o�ers 

lots of character and is in good condition with 
a habitable surface of approximately 100 m2 

including 3 bedrooms. Land and outbuildings - 
quiet setting on grounds of 3144 m2.

117,000 €

Provence-Côte d’Azur 
SOLE AGENT - Located near to the village, 

villa consisting: an entrance, living room with 
ireplace, itted kitchen, 4 bedrooms, oice, 

bathroom, shower room, 1 toilet, pantry, 
laundry, carport. All on a garden of about 2300 

sq.m with swimming pool. 

690,000 €

Charente, Poitou-Charentes
This house has everything to attract golf 

enthusiasts, with views of holes 1, 7 and the 
all important 18th, along with views of the 

countryside. Built in 2005, this house is modern 
and very bright with patio doors leading out on 

to the terrace with views of the golf course.  

335,000 €

Go to www.francepropertyshop.com for thousands more properties for sale  

and make sure to SIGN UP for our weekly newsletter

Brought to you by French Property News

NOW AVAILABLE  

TO DOWNLOAD ON iPHONE
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 Vendor and buyer agree on the price 

and terms of contract, including any 

conditional clauses (clauses suspensives) 

and any furniture included in the sale. 

 If it’s a private sale, it is unwise to rely 

on the vendor to supply accurate answers 

to all questions. Some information is best 

obtained from the local town hall;  

for other queries, consult the relevant 

authorities or call in an expert.

 Agent’s fees (les frais d’agence) are 

usually included in the price and as such, 

paid by the buyer. Check this is the case. 

The notaire’s fixed fees plus tax (les frais 

de notaire) are also usually paid by the 

buyer and are on top of the purchase 

price. When buying privately, there will   

be no agent’s fees but notaire’s fees will 

still apply.

 The preliminary sales contract 

(compromis de vente) is drawn up by 

the agent or notaire and signed by both 

parties. If the buyer is buying privately 

from a vendor, it’s the notaire who draws 

up the contract. 

 The buyer pays the deposit (usually 

5-10% of the purchase price) to the notaire 

and a 10-day cooling off period ensues, 

during which the buyer can withdraw (but 

the vendor cannot) and after which the  

contract is legally binding.  

If the buyer pulls out after this, he forfeits 

his deposit. 

 If you are going to buy with a mortgage, 

now is the time to put in your application. 

However, it is wise to apply for a mortgage  

in principle before you start your property 

hunt, to avoid disappointment later.

 If you are taking out a mortgage, this 

will be a condition of the preliminary  

sales contract, giving you the possibility  

of pulling out should your application  

be turned down. Once the offer is official,  

it will be confirmed to the notaire and the 

contract becomes unconditional.

BUYING PROPERTY
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AQUITAINE

LIMOUSIN

AUVERGNE RHÔNE-ALPES

CENTRE
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POITOU-
CHARENTES

PAYS-DE-
LA-LOIRE

LOWER 
NORMANDY ÎLE-DE-

FRANCE

FRANCHE-
COMTÉ

CHAMPAGNE-
ARDENNE

LORRAINE

PICARDY

MIDI-
PYRÉNÉES

LANGUEDOC-
ROUSSILLON

PROVENCE-ALPES-
CÔTE D’AZUR

NORD-PAS-
DE-CALAIS

UPPER
NORMANDY

A
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A
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E

NORTH WEST

NORTH EAST

SOUTH EAST

SOUTH WEST

Paris - ÎLE-DE-FRANCE

Whether you’re looking for a renovation project, the perfect holiday bolt-hole or that château you’ve 

always dreamed of, Living France’s Property Directory should be the first place to look. With properties 

and agents covering most of France, you’re sure to find something that catches your eye. To help you hit 

the ground running, we’ve put together a back-to-basics guide to buying a French property. Bonne chance!

Properties for sale, properties to let, services for your French home

Property directory
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 The notaire handles the conveyancing, 

which typically takes two to three 

months. When all the paperwork is 

ready, the notaire confirms the date and 

time of the signing of the acte de vente.

 Reports on lead, asbestos and flood 

zones (and in some areas, termites) are 

mandatory; the vendor pays for these. 

An energy-efficiency report (known 

as a DPE, or diagnostic de performance 

énergétique) is now also mandatory, 

while a natural disaster risk report (état 

des risques naturels et technologiques) 

has to be provided in addition. It 

specifies whether the property is within 

an area where there is a risk of flooding 

or other natural or technological 

disaster or accident. 

 The property has to be insured in 

the buyer’s name from the date of 

completion.

 The buyer transfers the balance 

of payment to the notaire prior to 

completion. On the day of completion, 

all parties meet the notaire to sign 

the contract (the buyer can appoint 

a proxy). Keys and an attestation de 

vente are handed over and ownership 

is transferred. The final acte de vente 

papers are sent out around six months 

later.

 Before buying a plot of land you 

should check the limite de la zone 

constructible – even if the plot is 

large, you might only be permitted to 

construct on a limited part of it. The 

plan local d’urbanisme (PLU) is available 

at the mairie and will tell you what size 

property can be constructed on the plot. 

The PLU will also state whether the plot 

is a terrain de loisirs, which means that 

you cannot build on the land.

 Buying a business follows much the 

same procedure as buying property 

with the added factor of goodwill, or 

fonds de commerce. The local chamber 

of commerce can offer advice as well 

as statistics to verify a business’s 

potential profitability. Make sure that 

the business is legitimate and properly 

registered by checking its SIREN or 

SIRET number. Seek professional 

accountancy and legal advice before 

proceeding with the sale.

Dos

 Do check the records of the property and 

land before making an offer; be clear about 

boundaries, rights of way and access. 

 Do take legal advice on inheritance law. 

 Do view the property on the day of 

completion before signing the acte de vente, 

which specifies that the purchase is ‘sold as 

seen’.  

 Do prepare any personal assets you 

intend to use for the purchase (eg give notice 

for any savings to withdraw, sell securities, 

etc). 

 Do shop around in advance for the best 

currency exchange rate deals. 

 Do remember to open a French bank 

account and make your mortgage application 

in good time.

 Do visit the Notaires de France website. 

It has lots of helpful information in English. 

www.notaires.fr

Don’ts

 Don’t be tempted to sign a sales 

contract unless you are sure; once the 

cooling-off period is over, it is legally 

binding and if you pull out you will 

lose your deposit.

 Don’t forget that the notaire will 

make a charge of 6.5-10% in addition 

to the purchase price (this amount is 

different for new builds). The cheaper 

the property, the higher the 

percentage charged; this amount 

consists of the notaire’s fixed fees and 

tax. 

 Don’t forget to allow for the 

expense of an interpreter being 

present if your French language skills 

are poor; ask your agent or notaire 

about this, as they may be able to help.  

 

 

For thousands of properties for sale visit 

our market-leading website France 

Property Shop 
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A FULLY RENOVATED 4 BEDROOM, 4 BATHROOM 
DETACHED HOUSE
Lower Normandy. Garden, garage + off-street parking.

• Permanent home or holiday ‘bolt hole’ in a well-maintained, friendly village near Mortain. 
• Easy access from Cherbourg or Caen (13/4 hours); or from Le Havre, Dieppe or Calais 
(4 hours). • Home and income opportunity: Conversion of the land and large garage 
opposite s.t.c. to create a studio or separate holiday home/gîte. 

£499,950
Contact details: linniss07@aol.com

Mobile: 07904501702

Brought to you by

� User-friendly app, with constantly updated
and current property listings across France

� Superb support functions including a currency
converter and a mortgage calculator

� Save your preferred properties to ‘Favourites’
for quick reference later

� Easy to find properties in the area you want
with listings by region, department and price

� Powered by leading French property portal
www.francepropertyshop.com

FREE to

download from

the Apple iTunes

App store

www.francepropertyshop.com/ipad
Your essential guide to buying property in France

The must-have iPad app for
French property hunters
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IMMOBILIER

Home from home, Lot et Garonne
Pretty 4 bedroomed stone cottage in a superb 
setting with beautiful views of surrounding 
countryside. Mature gardens and pool with 
enclosed terrace.
   
 

Ref: 9266 €330 000

Peaceful retreat, Tarn et Garonne
4 bedroom stone farmhouse and two gites 
with a very successful letting history. 2 
hectares of land. Centrally heated and double 
glazed.  5km from a village, 92 km Toulouse 
airport, 20km to train station.

Ref: 12186         €499 000

Priced to sell, Gironde
Pretty 3 bedroom stone property, private 
garden and swimming pool. Covered terrace 
overlooking the lawns. Five minutes drive 
from thriving village,  Bordeaux and Bergerac 
one hour. 

Ref: 9628   €199 000

Our selection for this month
Call us on +33 (0)8 05 69 23 23

Freephone from UK: 0800 270 0101 
or visit www.beauxvillages.com

Wow factor guaranteed, Charente
With fantastic country views, 3 bedroom 
property, with 3 bedroom gite and indoor 
pool, in a very private 6 468m² garden. 
Lovingly restored, retaining original 
features.

Ref: 12668      €477 000

Perfect investment, Tarn et Garonne
45 mins from Toulouse airport, stone cottage 
with two ensuite bedrooms, completely 
renovated with land bordering the river, set in 
a secluded, secure estate. Double glazed and 
fully-insulated.
 

Ref: 10888     €196 100

Peace and quiet, Dordogne
On the edge of a hamlet, only 6 kms to all 
amenities, 3 bedroom house built in 1992 
with swimming pool, garage, workshop, wine 
cellar. In mature 4080m² gardens. About 30 
mins to Bergerac or Lalinde.
 

Ref: 11990       €233 200

Country Life, Haute Vienne
Farmhouse with family accommodation and 
possible gite. 4 bedrooms in total. Garage, 
barn, above ground pool and gardens. 
Separate living area for family or guests. 

 

Ref: 14634     €180 000

So much potential, Aude
Characterful house with river views. High 
ceilings, original features and 7 bedrooms. 
Large garden and garage, all located in a  
lively town.  

 

Ref: 14382      €155 000

Agence Immobilière Herman De Graaf
Contact: Cate Carnduff

Le Bourg-Saint-Jean de Côle – 24800 Thiviers – France.  

Tel: 00 33 (0)553 62 38 03 Fax: 00 33 (0)553 55 08 03  

e-mail: agence@immobilier-dordogne.com

www.immobil ier-dordogne.com

Ref.4206 Brantome / Bourdeilles. 
Beautifully restored 4 bedroom, 3 bathroom 
stone house with garden &  heated 
swimming pool, quietly set in a  hamlet . 
Adj garage, Oil CH & covered terrace 
with BBQ.
Price: €350,000 agency fees included.

Ref.2156 Thiviers.
Restored farmhouse with outbuildings, set 
in a hamlet on 4.300m2 of land. Living 
room with character features, fitted kitchen, 
3 bedrooms , shower room & WC. Barn 
65m2, bread oven wit h1 bedroom & a 
conservatory.
Price: €175.000, agency fees included.

Ref. 3962
Restored 3 bedroom farmhouse with guest 
cottage, pool  (5 x10m) , covered terrace & 
outbuildings, situated at the edge of a 
hamlet on 7,67 Ha of land with beautiful 
views. Oil CH &  barn of 140m2.
Price: €249,000, agency fees included.

Ref. 4205 Brantome area.
Well presented house with a garden set 
quietly in a village on 200m2. Ground floor, 
kitchen, WC & utility.  Upstairs: landing, 
WC, bathroom (bath & basin) & 2 
bedrooms.
Price: €80,000 agency fees included.

N8818 Chef Boutonne (Deux Sèvres 79)
An  immaculately presented Maison de Maître with a  

self contained cottage (independent entrance),  
impressive garden of 2,810m². Walk to shops & bars.

Price 399,000 €

WF10 Mauguio (Hérault 34)
Renovated 5 bed Mas refurbished to the highest  

standard, with apartment of 60m². 1.3 ha park with 
specimen trees & large natural pool.

Price 2,960,000 €

Allez-Français - leading 

property specialists for South 

West France since 2002

 www.allez-francais.com 

05 55 28 46 40 / 05 53 56 09 35 

A small business, but big on  

initiative & ideas

Luxurious 4-bedroom property in a beautiful village - currently used 

as a holiday home and rentals business but equally suitable as a 

permanent family home. Superb 10m x 5m private enclosed heated 

pool, separate cottage, outbuildings and extensive gardens.

CHARENTE MARITIME

Please contact: Martyn Jaggard on 07721 652340 or  

e-mail martynjaggard@btinternet.com

245,000€
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HOME AND INCOME

This pretty 3 bedroom stone cottage with a unique roof terrace is set in the lovely commune 
of Blaudeix in the NE Creuse (dept. 23) in the Limousin region. A quiet country setting but 
only 5km from dual carriageway giving easy access to shops, and other amenities.
4 fully furnished log cabins that sleep 6 people each, and a solar heated swimming pool 
with all weather enclosure, provide a current holiday lettings business. A new agricultural 
hangar, a timber field shelter and 6 acres of pasture are ideal for 2-3 horses / other 
animals, or orchards/gardens. 2 barns and 4 outbuildings are also included.

€325,000 - Private Sale -  
excludes notaire / legal fees
For more information or a brochure  
please contact Karen Vagg

0033 (0)5 55 80 83 30  

or email : kbc23140@hotmail.co.uk

9 BEDROOM BASQUE HOUSE AND ESTABLISHED HOLIDAY 

BUSINESS FOR SALE IN POUILLON, SOUTH WEST FRANCE
This is a unique opportunity to buy not only an amazing property in the South West  
of France, just 45 minutes from the wonderful sandy beaches of Biarritz, but also the 
chance to change your life forever and take over our business French Fusion Holidays 
(please visit the website www.frenchfusion.com for full details).

Property and Business for sale £497,500 excluding fees 

For more information: 
Tel: 07834 563099 
Email: benn@frenchfusion.com
www.frenchfusion.com
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AQUITAINE 64

Contact: John Hollow  
Tel: 01752 402873 / 07776 236740  
Email: pou599@aol.com

LA Charette Bleu: This single storey house is 

set in a quiet location some 15 kms from 

Orthez in the Department of Pyrenees 

Atlantique in south west France. Built in 2004 

it has three bedrooms capable of sleeping 

six. It has two bath/shower rooms and is  

well furnished with modern appliances.  

It has TV, DVD, BBQ and free WiFi. The  

house is set on a ridge giving spectacular 

views to the Pyrenees to the South and  

over the Gave de Pau to the North.

Contact us for prices and availability

CHARENTE 16

info@logisduparadis.com
Tel: +33 (0)545 353943
www.logisduparadis.com

Logis du Paradis consists of five

comfortable and spacious chambres d’hôte

with ensuite bathrooms and three luxury

self-catering cottages all within a lovely old

complex of buildings from 1712, including

its former cognac distillery bar, a large park

and walled pool garden. It is built around a

Charentais courtyard, by the River Né

amongst the vines of the Grand

Champagne Cognac region.  

For moreinformation contact us quoting   

‘Living France’.

SOUTH OF FRANCE 82

Maximum Sleep Capacity: 4/5
Price and availability contact Damien 
at pechrigal@hotmail.com 

If your idea of a wonderful holiday is to 
be “lost” in the South of France, then this 
secluded Quercycoise villa with its grounds 
and swimming pool guarantees peace and 
transquility. The rich verdant surroundings 
with the glorious and echanting sounds of 
the French countryside will surely provide 
the much needed escape. Come, relax and 
let your senses be filled with the pleasure 
of this special place... Two spacious double 
bedrooms, two bathrooms, large living 
room with wood burning fireplace, TV, 
DVD Player, CD Player, BBQ, Swimming 
pool, Garden and more.

CHARENTE 16

Visit: www.chezgendarme.com
Email: enquirieschezgendarme@gmail.com
Tel: 00 33 (0)5 45 71 00 05

Chez Gendarme, a stunning and unique Chambre 

d’hote in the pretty Charente countryside with 

excellent transport links close to the beautiful 

villages of Nanteuil en Vallee, Verteuil & cities of 

Angouleme & Poitiers.
� Private & self contained guest suite with own 

front door
� Suite includes your own private guest lounge, 

bedroom and luxurious ensuite bathroom
� Freshly prepared continental hamper breakfast 

delivered to your door for you to enjoy at  

your leisure
� Perfect for holidays, house hunting, stopovers 
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• B&B €85 for 2; €120-135 for 4 
• Extra bed €20 
• Dinner from €25 per person 
• Weekly self-catered lets from €2,000 p/w

LANGUEDOC 

ROUSSILLON

66

Tel/Fax: 0033 468 64 97 54 
Email: kevinmaggie@orange.fr
www.perpignanaccommodation.com B&B, SHORT & LONG TERM LETS

Catalan country house surrounded by vine- 

yards and apricot orchards with swimming 

pool in 6000m2 grounds. B&B accommodation 

offered by retired chef & wife. Two ensuite 

double bedrooms and one twin. Self-catering 

accommodation also available in a 2-bedroom 

apartment and the garden house for 2.  

15 mins Perpignan & airport. 25 mins Medi- 

terranean beaches. 1 hour Carcassonne and 

Beziers. 1.5 hrs Montpellier & Girona airport 

(Spain). Ideally placed for house hunting.

NORMANDY

WEST COAST

50

Tel: 01728 688309  

Email: norman.maison@gmail.com

Web: www.normanmaison.co.uk
SHORT & LONG TERM LET

Nr Carteret / Jersey / Cherbourg Ferry.

Traditional stone house. 3 bedrooms,  

2 ensuite, kitchen/diner, lounge, fully 

furnished, modernised, heating,  

country near towns & coast.

  

Holiday from £320 to £420 pw

Send a cheque made payable to Archant Community Media Ltd to: Complete Guide to Living in
France, CDS Global, Sovereign Park, Lathkill Street, Market Harborough, Leicestershire, LE16 9EF

Free delivery to the UK. Please add £1 for P+P for Europe and £2.50 to the rest of the world

Are you thinking of
moving to France?

� www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/CGLF
� 0844 848 8059 
�

ORDER YOUR COPY TODAY

A Complete Guide to Living in France is essential
reading for anyone who is looking for reliable,

practical advice on living in France

ONLY

£6.99
including 

FREE delivery 

to the UK

Have you always dreamed of living in France? Are you now ready
to take the first step and need advice on how to turn 

that dream into a reality? Look no further, as this fully updated
practical guide covers every aspect of your move to France, from
finding somewhere to live to settling in to your new community.

Brought to you by

HomeTweet
Home

Follow France Property Shop on Twitter for the
latest great-value properties on the market

http://twitter.com/franceprop

www.francepropertyshop.com
Your essential guide to buying property in France
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To advertise call

01242 216099
or email

classified@

livingfrance.com

Please mention LIVING FRANCE when responding

To advertise on these

pages please call

01242 216099
or email us on

classified@livingfrance.com

www.completefrance..com

and click on ‘advertising’

ANIMAL SERVICES

4
8
9
6

International Pet Animal Transport

www.horsetransport.uk.net

Tel; 01952 460607 
Mobile; 07802 355795

CARS FOR SALE

THE LEFT HAND DRIVE PLACE
Whitney Road, Daneshill, Basingstoke, Hants

Tel: +44 (0) 1256 461173. Fax: +44 (0) 1256 811541

Selection of left hand drive cars in Basingstoke.

Choose from 60 British or French Registered LHD cars

from £1000 to £30,000. If we haven’t got what you

want we can get it for you. LHD/RHD cars taken in

part exchange. French reg cars bought for cash.

All cars on website, updated daily.

Delivery anywhere in France.

WWW.LHDPLACE.CO.UK
EMAIL: CARS@LHDPLACE.CO.UK

INSURANCE

Fully comprehensive cover at competitive prices

English
speaking?

Please ask for 
Corinne.

FOR ALL YOUR 
INSURANCE NEEDS 

IN FRANCE

Tel: +33 (0)5 49 25 87 06
Email: corinne.michallon@mutpoitiers.fr

Have you just bought a house in France?

�� Special discount for new owners �� 

50% OFF THE FIRST YEAR

Offices at Champdeniers & St. Pardoux (79). Come and visit us!

ORIAS no: 07 007 057

PROPERTY SERVICES

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

om  

Bike Rental Franchise

We’ve built up a great bike hire business 
in South West France and have just sold our  
first few franchises...
All is going well, so we think the time is right to expand. We’re looking for more 

franchisees to join us and imagine they will be living, or planning to live, in the 

south of the country. If you like bikes and enjoy dealing with tourists you might 

like us too, so if you’ve got some energy and a little bit of money 

to invest give Chris a call on 00 44 (0) 1403-751985 

or email him at chris@mellowvelos.com and we’ll 

tell you all about it!

www.mellowvelos.com

BRUNO SELLIER INSURANCE

05 45 82 03 20

Your English speaking agency
www.sellier-insurance.fr

Property, Motor, Health, Travel, Business, Pet and Life Insurances

Assurance responsabilité civile et garantie �nanciere conformes aux articles L-530, 1 et L-530.2 du Code des Assurances No ORIAS 07 020 532

FRANCE IS JUST A

CLICK AWAY AT

www.completefrance.com

SHARE news and tips
online with Brits living in
France in our forum

READ inspirational real-life
stories from those who’ve

made the move

KEEP up-to-date with
essential expert advice on
moving to France

FIND your dream home
across the Channel
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PROPERTY SERVICES

REMOVALS
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ANGLO FRENCH
EURO REMOVALS LTD

 Weekly services to & from France
 Up to 4 weeks free Storage in Kent
 Fully Insured
 Professional Parking Services
 Cars And Motorcycles transported
 We are the French specialist with 

 over 33 years experience
 Free Quotations
 BAR Member

Tel: 01622 690653  Email: info@anglofrenchmail.com

Unit 15, Heronden Rd, Bircholt Rd, Parkwood, Maidstone, Kent ME15 9YR

w w w . a n g l o f r e n c h r e m o v a l s . c o . u k

Moving to or from France?

FRANKLINS REMOVALS LTDFRANKLINS REMOVALS LTD
Sutton ColdfieldSutton Coldfield

• Regular Service
• Fully Insured
• Containerised Storage
• Packing Services

A family business established over 30 years offering a reliable

& flexible service. For a free quotation contact us on:

Tel: 0121 353 7263 or 01283 792 838

sales@franklinsremovals.co.uk
www.franklinsremovals.co.uk

•  All areas covered uk - france

•  Family business est 36 years 

•  Full packing service

•  Full or part loads

•  Fully insured

•  Very competitive prices

Contact us for a free quotation

01905 821733

07985598479

hiltonremovals@hotmail.co.uk

www.hiltonremovalsandstorage.co.uk

Man with a van service
Friendly, Mature Service,
Ex-Police
Living in Limousin, specialising 
in moves between UK and 
France
Competitive Rates
Fully Insured

UK:  03330 220 359 

Fr:    05.55.71.73.87 4
7
2
3

Please call Mick for further info

web: www.milenlighthaulage.co.uk

Email: info@milenlighthaulage.co.uk

Safe hands Haulage Ltd

All types of transport
Full and part loads

Between France and England

0033 (0)553 79 26 48 
jon@safehandshaulage.com

www.safehandshaulage.com

PLEASE CALL or EMAIL STEPHEN on 

01253 725414

www.smartmovesremovals.co.uk

smartmovers@hotmail.co.uk

Smart MovesSmart Moves

FORTNIGHTLY SERVICES TO FRANCE.  

FULL OR PART LOADS WELCOME.  

WE COLLECT FROM ALL AREAS OF THE UK & DELIVER 

TO ALL AREAS OF FRANCE.

FOR A FULLY INSURED CAREFUL SERVICE
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To advertise call

01242 216099
or email

classified@

livingfrance.com

SURVEYORS

www.SurveysinFrance.com
(Bi-Lingual Property Consultants)

Pre-Purchase Surveys - Planning - Project Management

UK Qualified Surveyors with 19+ Years Experience in France as

Experts en Bâtiments et Architecture Ancienne & Moderne

Spécialiste Maitre d’Œuvres

Contact: Surveys in France -- +33 (0) 682 34 91 32

surveysinfrance@gmail.com

Missed out on
an interesting
article?

For a full list of back issues available
� +44 (0)1858 438788

Price per issue, including P&P:
• UK £4.50 • Europe £5.50 • RoW £6.50



completefrance.com
SAVE £1 ON YOUR NEXT ISSUE BY ORDERING ONLINE
Now you can buy single issues online. Order the July issue at www.buyamag.co.uk/livingfrance 
Simply enter the special code: L973F

In                next month

www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/lf  www.buyamag.co.uk/LivingFrance

July issue on sale 8 June

CÔTE D’OR

PEDAL POWER

ICING ON THE CAKE

Find out what it’s like to live in the 

Burgundy department famed for wine

Read a cycling expert’s guide to three 

great places to live if you love riding

Find out how one expat started a 

successful cake-making business in Tarn 

PLUS

PERMISSION POSSIBLE

Read our essential guide to building or 

renovating a property in France 

A step-by-step guide to the planning 

application process 

Up-to-date and expert tax, currency  

and property advice
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A little knowledge… 
Can be a dangerous thing, as Ian Moore has discovered, especially 

when everyone thinks you know a lot more than you actually do

I
t is one of the benefits of adulthood 

that one can garner a number of 

responsibilities; take credit and 

acclaim for one’s achievements 

up to that point, be admired even, 

have one’s wisdom sought out. 

It is also one of the benefits of 

adulthood to leave such glory-making 

to those that deserve it and though 

nominally, and certainly according to 

French law, I am ‘head of the household’, 

this over-achiever – and I use the term 

lightly – can usually be found working 

away from home and shuffling around his 

hotel room in his pyjamas trying to work 

out where to plug the kettle in.

I have been very lucky.

At The France Show, held every January 

at London Olympia, I met a great number 

of experts: financial, moving, house 

buying and selling, cycling, winemaking, 

cheese making, left-hand-drive car 

suppliers and truffle seekers, linguists, 

hoteliers, mountaineers and satellite dish 

installers, to name a few. 

If you were at The France Show and 

came armed with questions, you almost 

certainly left with answers. 

On the other hand, if you read my 

books on living in France and look for any 

insider tips or knowing shortcuts I’m afraid 

you’ll be sorely disappointed as I stumble 

from one ignorance-inspired ineptitude to 

the next, be it goat husbandry or delicate 

medical matters, never learning my 

lessons, never seeking the advice of others 

and buffeted about by French bureaucracy 

like a pinball.

It has come as something of a shock 

then, and certainly contrary to all the 

evidence, to discover that I am now 

considered something of an expert in all 

things ‘expat in France’. The responsibility 

is frankly terrifying, and not just because 

the idea of responsibility brings me out in 

a cold sweat, but because of the potential 

havoc that could be wrought. 

In the days before barcodes, I was once 

sacked from a job as a cashier at a large 

supermarket chain because I was in the 

habit of just guessing the price of things. 

Some people would have been over-

charged certainly, and by the same token 

some would have got lucky, but either way 

my attempts to “game show things up a 

bit”, and enliven a dull Saturday job were 

considered anarchic and “not in everyone’s 

best interests”. 

My point is, I haven’t really moved 

on. ‘Making things up as I go along’ is 

something of a lifelong habit so when 

people ask me serious questions relating 

to, say, taxe d’habitation or conjugating the 

imperfect tense of the verb méconnaître, I 

will almost certainly look knowledgeable. 

My answer may even sound 

authoritative but inside my head there 

are probably alarm bells going off, or the 

opening bars to Daffy Duck’s theme tune 

and the brain node equivalent to mass 

hysteria. As that supermarket found out, I 

am not to be trusted.

A friend recently asked for my counsel 

on the safest way to transfer money abroad 

and when the deafening laughter of my 

bank, parents and wife had died down in 

response to me being asked any sort of 

financial advice, I could think of nothing 

more sensible than swallowing bundles of 

cash and then swimming the Channel. It 

seemed like a much more exciting prospect 

than using a respected, trustworthy 

currency house which the so-called 

‘experts’ are wont to recommend. 

Another friend asked me about the 

best way to approach the labyrinthine, 

Kafkaesque nightmare that is French 

bureaucracy, and when my response was 

to prepare for the kind of rope torture that 

James Bond endured in Casino Royale, I 

was only partly joking. I’m not sure anyone 

should proffer advice on how to deal with 

les fonctionnaires.

Happily though, within the pages 

of this magazine and at events like The 

France Show, there are genuine experts; 

qualified, sensible individuals and 

organisations there to help. 

But seriously, if you want my advice, 

don’t ask me. 

My answer may 
sound authoritative 
but alarm bells are 
going off in my head
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S Ian Moore is a comedian, writer, 

chutney-maker and mod who 

lives with his family in the Loire 

Valley. His latest book is C’est 

Modnifique!, (£8.99, Summersdale Publishers). 

ianmoore.info






