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So many things to prune in June!
Pruning can be great fun. There’s something very satisfying about 
cutting out the dead wood, snipping off the whippy bits, tidying and 
shaping and creating the conditions for fresh growth. For some of us, 
though, pruning is an exercise in bewilderment. One woman I know 
asked her husband to prune the towering shrub along their fence line.  
“You need to take off a good third,” she said. He did take off a third 
– from the front. Another gardener told me she had just noticed that 
her plum tree was full of buds, about to pop. “It’s going to be gorgeous!” 
she thought. She went to the gym, came home and all the buds were 
gone. “What did you do?” she howled to her partner. He couldn’t 
explain it. He said he felt like pruning, and got carried away. 

It’s so important to get your pruning right that we’re launching a 
new series. Every month or two we’ll look at the plants that need a 
haircut around that time, and explain how to prune them properly, 
first go, for better growth. Turn to page 27 for the first instalment.

Elsewhere, we’re tucking into some good winter jobs – planting 
bare-rooted peaches (page 58), building dry stone walls (page 40) and 
multiplying favourite plants through hardwood cuttings (page 34). 
There are also euphorbias to discover (page 14), show gardens to ooh 
and ahh over (page 44) and a tropical garden that transports us, at 
least mentally, to warmer climes (page 18). Enjoy the read!  
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Contact
   Us

on Facebook at facebook.com/
ABCGardeningAustraliamagazine 

and Instagram @gardeningaustraliamag to  
keep up to date with the latest gardening news 
and to see some great photos.

Share your stories, tips, photos and 
opinions with us. Write to Your Say, 

Gardening Australia, nextmedia, Locked  
Bag 5555, St Leonards NSW 1590 or email  
yoursay@gardeningaustralia.com.au

e
d

it
o

r’
s 

le
tt

e
r

HAIRCUT ANYONE? 
Jenny tests her pruning 
technique on a slightly 

reluctant subject.
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The tropical garden ‘Red Jensen’
boasts a vibrant mix of plants,
including bold Furcraea foetida
‘Striata’ growing in shallow dishes
on pillars, and a raised bed of
Neoregelia ‘Charm’. (See page 18.)
Photo: Kim Woods Rabbidge
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1 The Compost Mill Ground 
is a nutrient-rich surface 
mulch made from recycled 
ingredients, including coffee 
waste from Melbourne cafes. 
Use the recycled packaging 
as a pot. thecompostmill.org
2 Perfect for small spaces, 
the Garden Tower turns food 
scraps into plant food using 
a central column as a worm 
farm. It fi ts up to 50 plants. 
gardentower.com.au

2

on the shelf

MARKETPLACE

what’s

1The dwarf Bougainvillea ‘Babybino Purple Mimipur’ is
compact and grows to 60cm, making it suitable for tubs,

hanging baskets and borders. Smothered in purple bracts
with white flowers, it has few thorns (and they are small)
and thrives in full sun to semi-shade. bambinobougs.com.au

2Osteospermum ecklonis ‘Blue Eyed Beauty’ is a tough
newcomer. Compact and drought tolerant, it flowers over

a long period and has attractive deep green foliage. Suitable
for garden beds, pots and hanging baskets. ballaustralia.com

3The ‘Berry United’ strawberry range includes Pineberry
(pictured), which has a hint of pineapple, Strasberry, with

a hint of raspberry, and Heirloom Bubbleberry, with a hint of
bubblegum. Pineberry and Strasberry require a red strawberry
variety or Bubbleberry as a pollinator. united-nurseries.com.au

4Adorned with large blooms with a sweet, fresh fragrance,
the ‘We Will Remember Them’ rose commemorates the

contribution of the Australian Defence Force in World War I.
This Hybrid Tea rose flowers repeatedly from spring to autumn.
Proceeds to war cemeteries in France. knightsroses.com.au

5Cumulus is an addition to last year’s ‘Columnar Apples’
series. Growing to 3m tall and only 60cm wide, this apple

needs little pruning. Its large, crisp red fruit ripens in late
autumn and is disease-resistant. plantnet.com.au

6Hybrid Tea rose ‘Dark Desire’ has a sophisticated scent,
including geranium, lemon and classic rose notes. Growing

to 1m high, this disease-resistant rose is one of the first
varieties in the new ‘Parfuma’ collection. treloarroses.com.au

Here are some of the latest plant and book
releases, plus some great new products,
that can be found in nurseries or online

1

1

4

by Ally Jackson

3

5



books
Beyond the War on 
Invasive Species 
by Tao Orion

Chelsea Green Publishing
International case studies 
inform Orion’s argument that 
climate change needs to be 
acknowledged, and that we 
should alter how we mitigate its 
effects to enhance biodiversity, 
lessen pesticide use and ease 
extinction. She believes we should take cues from 
species that are flourishing in the current climate.

Th e Garden Bible 
by Barbara Ballinger 
& Michael Glassman

Images Publishing
Read about problems, wish lists, 
challenges and solutions in this 
design book centred on American 
gardens. Tips, photos, layout diagrams and planting 
ideas make this book worth a look by any Australian 
gardener looking to overhaul their outdoor space.

Grafting and Budding 
for Australian 
Gardeners 
by Allen Gilbert

Hyland House
These common horticultural
practices are demystified for
beginners. Written for Australian
conditions, the late Allen Gilbert
explains simple and reliable
techniques that will enable you to graft fruit trees,
natives, even cacti, just about anywhere, at any time.

Daff odil: Biography 
of a Flower by 
Helen O’Neill

Harper Collins
Celebrating the hope symbolised 
in this plant, from Daffodil Day to 
its cult status among 19th–20th 
century ‘Daffodilians’, this book 
explores its discovery, breeding, 
hybridisation and power over 
poets. Illustrated with glorious images.

3

6
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43 New to the ‘World Kitchen’ 
range from Johnsons Seeds 
are Snow Pea Yakumo, 
Radish Jutrzenka, Chinese 
Cabbage Blues F1, Leek 
Jaune Gros du Poitou and 
Broccoletto Raab Rapini. 
johnsons-seeds.com.au
4 Grow vegies easily without 
soil (or weeds!), with the 
BaleGrow Straw Bale 
Garden Kit. Great for small 
spaces. balegrow.com.au
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GARDEN NEWS

urban farms
Disused bowling greens, bare
rooftops and other neglected
spaces around Sydney are
now being converted into food
farms by the passionate team
at Pocket City Farms. The first
farm will open soon at the
Camperdown Bowling Club
site, where you’ll be able to
buy the farm’s organic produce
and attend workshops. To
follow the team’s progress,
visit pocketcityfarms.com.au

on the
We keep you up to date with all the latest headlines,

happenings and events in the gardening world

Grapev�e

top news!

world warrior
Sunday, June 5 is World Environment Day – a great reason to do 
something positive for the planet. Why not spend the day at your 
local school, helping out in the vegie patch or weeding or raking 
the grounds, or get involved in some local bush regeneration?  
Call your local council to see what activities are on in your area. 

a furry find
Meet the slender rat (Gracilimus  
radix), a mammal newly discovered  
by Museum Victoria scientists and 
international researchers on the island 
of Sulawesi in Indonesia. A whole new 
genus had to be created for this rat, 
which appears to be omnivorous and 
forages for its food among tree roots. 
The discovery brings the tally of new 
mammal species found in the area 
around Mount Gandangdewata to four 
since 2012, demonstrating the high 
biodiversity in the region.
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let ’s celebrate
The Royal Botanic Garden 
Sydney celebrates its 
200th birthday this month. 
On June 13, 1816, Mrs 
Macquaries Road was 
completed, marking the 
Foundation Day of one  
of the oldest botanic 
gardens in the Southern 
Hemisphere. Read about 
the Garden’s new exhibition 
space on page 12. 

citizen scientists
The CSIRO has set up a citizen science website to 
gauge how New South Wales households are adapting 
to climate change. They’re asking you to think about 
what you are doing within your home and garden to 
adjust to the changing climate, such as changing your 
planting calendar or giving plants more or less shade 
than five or 10 years ago. You can post on their site  
by logging in to csiro.mysocialpinpoint.com/adapt



3 easy ways to join! Call 03 5984 7900,
visit /JOIN or use the coupon!

We are Australia’s most popular garden club with more 
members than our leading AFL club.  We practice what we 
preach at three of Australia’s finest summer gardens with 
espalier orchards, kitchen and herb gardens and sub-tropical 
food borders.  We trial and grow more food plants than any 
other supplier in Australia.  We can show you how to grow 
heirloom vegetables, space saving dwarf fruit trees, rare herbs 
like capers and wasabi, all delicious varieties, full of fibre and 
free of nasty chemicals.  If your garden looks dull and drab in 
summer we can help you create a beautiful
garden too — it costs just  
$49 to join. 

8 magazines
We will show you how to be self 
sufficient in a tiny mini-plot space 
or country orchard whether your 
garden is in tropical Darwin or 
cold Hobart.

“Just 5 hours gardening a week is all it takes to grow your tomatoes, avocados, citrus and flowers, if you 
follow our advice from our best selling Diggers book The Australian Fruit & Vegetable Garden” says 
founder Clive Blazey.  Grow heirloom fruit and vegetables organically, our varieties are full of fibre, never 

l bland like supermarket produce.  All plants sent direct to your door 
from our mail order Nursery.

Name _____________________________________
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Phone ( _____ ) _____________________________

Charge my   Mastercard   Visa

Expiry     Signature  ____________________

Membership options
One year $49.00
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 Special book offer! 
 Save $10 on our classic book  
 The Australian Fruit &  
 Vegetable Garden when you 
 join for 2 years $29.95  
                     (rrp $39.95)

Total $

Clive Blazey

Code:
PG06

AND LEARN HOW  TO GROW A BEAUTIFUL & PRODUCTIVE GARDEN 
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OUT & ABOUT

what’s on in J� e
movement, where the 
connection between 
a house and its garden 
is seamless. 

25th–26th Mingara 
Orchid Fair & Show
Sat 9am–5pm, Sun 9am–
3pm. Mingara Recreation 
Club, Mingara Drive, Tumbi 
Umbi. 0411 149 499. Free. 
More than 20 Australian 
and international orchid 
vendors with stalls to visit, 
plus potting demonstrations 
and inspirational displays. 
Refreshments available.

Victoria

19th ‘A Day in 
Sophie’s Patch’
9.30am–4pm. Chalambar 
Golf Club, 118 Golf Links 
Rd, Ararat. 0408 339 318. 
$50 (includes lunch and 
morning and afternoon 
tea). Bookings essential. 
Sophie Thomson talks 
about organic and 
sustainable pest control, 
and how gardening helps 
your health and wellbeing.
Raffles and plant sales, too.

25th–26th Geelong Orchid &
Indoor Plant Club Winter Show
10am–4pm. Christ Church Hall, 57 McKillop St, Geelong.
0414 672 655. $4 (includes Devonshire tea). Wide variety
of orchids and othe
demonstrations an
Light refreshments

25th–26th Win
Flower Show &
Plant Sales
10.30am–3.30pm. 
Robert Clark 
Horticultural 

South Australia

17th–18th Para Woodlands Planting Festival
10am–3pm. Para Woodlands Reserve, 44 Balmoral Rd, 
Kalbeeba. Free (hot drinks and catered lunch provided; 
email Dragos.Moise@sa.gov.au by June 10 to register). 
Volunteers required to assist with planting activities to 
re-establish critically endangered peppermint box grassy 
woodlands, a valuable habitat for threatened woodland 
birds. Help plant seedlings and enjoy a walk and talk through 
previous revegetation areas. Families welcome. 

Queensland

4th–5th Lindmar Open Garden 
& Plant Lovers Fair
10am–4.30pm. ‘Lindmar’, 130 Blewers Rd, Morayfi eld. 
0405 121 347. $5. Explore the 1.2ha garden with fl owering 
camellias, perennials, bromeliads, an established rainforest 
and shady seating areas. Variety of stalls with specialists 
available for plant sales and advice, and guest speakers 
including Noel Burdette on Sunday. Light refreshments.

New South Wales

16th Garden Design Series: Michael Bates
6.15-8.15pm. Royal Automobile Club of Australia, 
89 Macquarie St, Sydney. (02) 9231 8182. $75. Bookings 
essential. Final lecture in the series organised by The 
Royal Botanic Garden Sydney. Michael Bates, from Bates 
Landscape, will discuss the contemporary ‘Sydney School’ 

Lindmar Open Gardens 
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P.0. Box 336 Silvan Vic 3795

Email: info@lakenurseries.com.au Fax: (03) 9752 1012

Call (03) 9756 6157 for your  
FREE catalogue or shop online, visit 

www.lakenurseries.com.au

ALL WITH A  

MONEY BACK 

GUARANTEE

PLANTS THAT EVERY  
GARDENER CAN AFFORD

WE SUPPLY TO YOU DIRECT FROM THE FARM 
SO VALUE IS SECOND TO NONE.

 Affordable, premium quality bulbs and plants from a trusted brand

An extensive range Australia wide delivery

 Free seasonal catalogues and online shopping

 Regular email discounts

Th e September calendar deadline is June 6, 
2015. Send the event details (date, opening 
times, location, cost, phone number) to 
Shows, Gardening Australia, nextmedia, 
Locked Bag 5555, St Leonards NSW 1590 or 
email shows@gardeningaustralia.com.au 

tell us about your event

Centre, Ballarat Botanical Gardens, Wendouree Pde, Ballarat. 
(03) 5341 5567. $5 (includes tea/coffee and cake). Organised 
by the Australian Plants Society Ballarat. Native plants and 
secondhand gardening books for sale. Light lunch available.

N th T rritory

chid Spectacular
am–4pm. Foskey Pavilion, Darwin 
nds, 1 Tate Place, Winnellie. 0419 
9. $7. Purchase orchids and other 
ts from nurseries and clubs, and 

watch potting demonstrations. 
Over 60 competition classes to be 
udged. Refreshments available.

11th–12th Gardening 
on the Edge
9am–4pm. Six local open 
gardens and a Garden Market 
at Maleny Showgrounds, 
13 Maleny-Stanley River Rd, 
Maleny. (07) 5445 7795. Free 
(market), $20 (for all six open 
gardens). The market has a 
camellia display, plant stalls 
and refreshments.
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SPECIAL PLACES

PURE PLEASURE
Below, left to right 

An artist’s impression 
of the Calyx building; 

cacao fruit ready to 
pick; an empty pod 

filled with cacao 
beans and powder. 
Right This variety 

of cacao tree has 
elongated pods.  

A
s the green part of a flower that cradles
the bloom’s beauty and cups the petals
as they unfurl, the calyx is the perfect
inspiration for the Royal Botanic Garden

Sydney’s new exhibition space. Part living art
gallery, part theatrical experience, this cutting-edge
space is so cleverly designed and changeable that
it will seem like a new place every time you visit.
“The new building is all connected, with glass
walls that change the number of rooms, their size
– everything,” explains Jimmy Turner, director of
horticulture management at the Garden. “Next time
you visit, you might walk an entirely different path.”
Regular visitors to the Garden will notice that the
old Tropical Centre pyramid is gone, and The Arc
glasshouse has been incorporated into the Calyx.
Inside, exhibitions can make use of a display space,
separate educational area and a 285m2 greenwall,
which is the largest interior greenwall in Australia.
“Our greenwall holds potted plants – 17,776 of them
– so it’s completely changeable,” says Jimmy. “The
plants fit like pegs in the wall, so we can suit any
exhibit, like a stage backdrop.”
The first exhibition to grace the Calyx’s display
space is Sweet Addiction. Curated by Jimmy, it tells

the story of chocolate through botanical means.
“Chocolate really is all about plants,” contends
Jimmy, “from the sugar that’s grown to the grass
that the dairy cows eat, the raw bean and the fruit
the size of a rockmelon that comes off a tree.”
The Calyx has been turned into a warm South
American rainforest cum cacao plantation, and
even a little Mayan temple, with the greenwall
forming the image of the Mayan god of chocolate.
For green-thumbs, there’s plenty to capture the
imagination. “We’ve got three species from the
Theobroma genus – the genus that gives us
chocolate – and a great range of heliconias and
gingers native to South America,” says Jimmy,
“plus some new and exotic cycads and lots of fun
South American orchids – who doesn’t love them?”

Sweet Addiction runs from June 11 to Easter 2017.
For more information, visit rbgsyd.nsw.gov.au

the sweetest thing

“ The greenwall forms the image 
of the Ma yan god of chocolate”

Sydney’s Royal Botanic Garden is unveiling a one-of-a-kind new building 
this month with a sweet surprise at its centre, writes JAC TAYLOR



It takes about 180 cacao beans to make 
one 200g block of chocolate.

Th e fl avonoids and antioxidants in 
chocolate fi ght disease, infl ammation 
and even bacteria that cause maladies 
such as tooth decay (but the same can’t 
be said of the sugar in it!).

Th eobroma cacao, the name of the 
‘chocolate tree’, literally means ‘food 
of the gods’.

Th e Mayans are believed to have fi rst 
grown cacao trees. Th e Aztecs, who came 
later, couldn’t grow the trees and had to 
trade for the cacao.

During the Aztec empire, chocolate was 
consumed in a spicy, bitter-tasting drink 
called ‘xocoatl’, which may be where 
chocolate got its name. Montezuma II used 
to drink more than 50 cups a day. 

ched London in the 1600s, 
as a drink for the ruling 
e to its great expense. 
ade into a chocolate bar 

800s. 

ough it originated in 
th America, more than 
-thirds of the world’s cocoa 
now grown in Africa. 

did you know? 

WARRANTY
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INDIVIDUAL CHARACTER 
The perennial Euphorbia 
characias subsp. wulfenii 

has clusters of lime green 
flower bracts. Right, top to 

bottom Crown of thorns  
(E. milii) is a popular pot 

plant; the variegated bracts 
of snow on the mountain  
(E. marginata) are best in 

summer; a pink poinsettia 
(E. pulcherrima).
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BEAUTY
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

T
wo words sum up euphorbias:
pleasure and pain. Pleasure
from the sheer variety of
species, shape, colour and

texture they bring to gardens, and pain
if you are sensitive to their white sap,
or grow and handle the thorny species
(see ‘Handle with care’ overpage).

To get an idea of the variety of this
species, the winter-flowering poinsettia,
the weedy petty spurge and the viciously
armed crown of thorns are all members
of the genus Euphorbia. It includes about
2000 species of trees, shrubs, perennials
and annuals from a range of climates,
from hot desert to cool temperate zones.

Euphorbias all have succulent stems
(some with thorns), white sap and
flowers that are insignificant unless
surrounded with showy bracts or
petal-like leaves. As a general rule, the
thorny, cactus-like euphorbias come
from dry regions in Africa (including
Madagascar), while benign, non-thorny
species come from the milder parts
of Europe, Asia or the Americas.

Most euphorbias grow in full sun or
semi-shade, tolerate dry conditions and
have few pest or disease problems.
While some need winter protection,
most tolerate light frost.

The tall growers are pruned after
flowering to keep them compact. Annuals
that are prone to self-seeding can also
be cut back after flowering.

colourful poinsettia
Poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcherrima) is one
of the best known of all euphorbias. These
flamboyant and adaptable Mexican natives
are grown in millions around the world as
Christmas decorations and gifts. They are
popular for their festive combination of
red bracts and green leaves.

Poinsettias flower from autumn to
winter, triggered by shortening day length.
In Australia, growers force them into
flower for Christmas by manipulating
their exposure to light. In spring when
days are getting longer, the Christmas
crop of poinsettias is put to bed early with
blackout curtains excluding the light and
tricking them into producing flower buds.

Don’t expect potted poinsettias left over
from last Christmas to flower again next
December, but do expect winter flowers.
Planted in the garden, they grow into tall
shrubs and resume the normal routine
of winter flowering. Control rangy size
with pruning. Cut poinsettias back hard
after flowering and then tip-prune again
in early summer for bushy growth.

Euphorbia’s showy flowers add vibrancy to the garden, but watch out
for their toxic sap and thorns, writes JENNIFER STACKHOUSE

“ There are about 2000 species of 
trees, shrubs, perennials and annuals”

wi t h bi te
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PLANT OF THE MONTH

propagating tips
Most shrubby and succulent 

euphorbias grow from tip 
cuttings. Allow cuttings to dry 
so the milky sap has hardened 
before placing them in a pot of 
well-drained propagating mix. 
Annual euphorbias, such as 

spurge, grow readily from seed, 
usually sown in spring 

or summer.

Plant breeders have developed single 
and double poinsettias in white, yellow, 
pink and variegated combinations, and 
many hues of red. One of the best is the 
deep red, double-fl owered ‘Henrietta Ecke’.

other euphorbias
A red euphorbia, more compact than 
poinsettia, has caught the eye of plant 
breeders. E. milii, or crown of thorns, is 
all barbed stems and clusters of brick red 
fl owers. It has become a trendy pot plant 
with fl owers from red to terracotta, pink, 
salmon, yellow, chartreuse, cream or a 
bicolour. Often called a poysean euphorbia, 
it fl owers for months and is ideal for pots 
or low-maintenance gardens.

Left unpruned, this plant reaches more 
than 1m tall. Prunings are easy to grow as 
cuttings, but handle with care as stems 
are thorny and produce an irritant sap.

For red fl owers without thorns, search 
out E. griffi thii, a perennial under 1m 
high that prefers a cool climate. It has 
red stems, narrow green leaves with 
a distinct yellow midrib, and clusters of 
small orange-red fl owers in late spring 
and summer. ‘Fireglow’ is vivid red.

In warm climates, add a touch of red 
with pencil tree (E. tirucalli), also known 
as fi resticks. This succulent-stemmed 
shrubby euphorbia has almost bare 

DIVERSE FORMS
Top, clockwise from right 

Th e strong upright form 
of African milk barrel 
(E. horrida); Native to 

Europe, cypress spurge 
(E. cyparissias ) has become 

a weed in many places; 
creeping spurge 

(E. myrsinites) is ideal for 
rockeries; the vivid red of 

E. griffi  thii ‘Fireglow’; 
E. polychroma has 

chartreuse fl ower bracts. 
Bottom left Potted 

E. ‘Diamond Frost’. Bottom 
right E. lydenburgensis is 
a cactus-like euphorbia.
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cylindrical red stems. It looks handsome
in a large pot outdoors or very brightly lit
indoor spots. It grows more than 2m high.

variations on green
Few plants do chartreuse as well as
euphorbias. Many produce flowers in
this vibrant greeny-yellow hue. Cushion
spurge (E. polychroma) has flat clusters
of chartreuse flowers, while the striking
E. characias subsp. wulfenii, a perennial
from the Mediterranean that flowers from
winter to spring, has tall heads of lime
green. In Mediterranean, temperate and
cool gardens, both self-seed readily.

Creeping spurge (E. myrsinites) is
a must-have, low-growing groundcover
with whorls of blue-green leaves and bold
yellow-green clusters of flower bracts in
spring. It grows from seed or cutting.

Another euphorbia to make a splash
is snow on the mountain (E. marginata),
with stems of white and green variegated
bracts around tiny green flower clusters,
which are at their best in summer. It’s
easy to grow from seed planted in spring.

For white winter flowers, particularly in
warm, frost-free climates, E. leucocephala,
bears masses of small, poinsettia-like
flowers from winter to spring. It forms a
rounded shrub 1.5–3m high. E. ‘Diamond
Frost’ produces a more delicate white
mist of flowers in any climate. At a neat
60cm high and wide, it makes a showy
pot plant, especially in light shade.

cactus-like euphorbias
The African milk plant (E. trigona) is
admired for its tall cactus-like stems,
which sprout leafy side shoots. Easily
reaching 2–2.5m high, it is comfortable
in a large pot or a dry, sunny garden.
For a striking combination, plant the
green species with the red form ‘Rubra’.
It’s easy to manage with pruning and
grows readily from cuttings.

Every cactus collection needs African
milk barrel, which has the intriguing name
of E. horrida. This barrel-shaped succulent
is segmented into ribs, each well armed
with dark spines. The barrels form into
sprawling mounds 1–1.5m high. GA

handle with care
All euphorbias have a milky, toxic sap  
that can cause skin and eye irritation,  
and even lead to a strong allergic reaction. 
But don’t be put off, as they are unlikely to 
cause a problem when simply growing in 
the garden. Adverse reactions occur when 
the plant is pruned, picked as a cut flower 
or propagated, as cutting any part causes 
sap to flow. To avoid streaming eyes, a 
swollen face or hands, or itchiness, wear 
gloves and long sleeves when cutting or 
handling any euphorbia stems, and avoid 
rubbing or touching your eyes until you’ve 
scrubbed and washed your hands.

“ Many euphorbias produce flowers  
in a vibrant greeny-yellow hue”



GREAT GARDENS



Flowing down a sloping block in a northern suburb of Cairns is  
a lush tropical garden that hums with passion and creative flair 

HAVEN
hillside

words & photography KIM WOODS RABBIDGE 
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G
ardening is in Colin Ashby’s genes. He remembers  
his mother chastising him for a minor misdemeanour 
when he was a young boy and sending him outside  
to do some weeding. The trouble was, he loved his 

punishment and soon, with encouragement from a favourite 
aunt, gardening became his passion. His partner, Ross Jenkins, 
also has fond memories of family gardens, but as a retired chef 
he tends to spend most of his creative time in the kitchen.

Colin and Ross bought ‘Red Jensen’, which is set on 1300m2 
against the scenic backdrop of Mount Whitfield Conservation 
Park, about 10 years ago. They immediately got to work, making 
major structural changes to both the house and garden. One of 
the first steps was moving the driveway, which came straight  
up to the front door, to the side of the hill and building a garage 
directly into the hillside with a rooftop garden above it. Then, they 
divided the garden into several distinctive areas set over various 
levels, including a new garden at the very top of the block.

the grand plan
Designing tropical gardens is not as simple as it may seem. 
Plants grow quickly in the tropics, which is both a blessing and  
a curse as some become triffid-like in no time. Also, many 
tropical plants are brightly coloured, so it’s important to show 
restraint, mixing a generous tapestry of green to counterbalance 
the colour and avoid garishness. Colin honed his skills creating  
a renowned garden at the couple’s previous property, ‘Perrier 
Walk’ at Mission Beach. He is a master at using flowers for 
seasonal effect, painted surfaces for interest and foliage for 
year-round colour and the right dose of harmonising greenery.  

TROPICAL FLAIR 
Previous page  

Furcraea foetida ‘Striata’ 
grows in shallow dishes 

on pillars, and ground 
orchids (Spathoglottis 

plicata) with pretty 
flowers border the path 

leading to the pool.

GREAT GARDENS
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TRUE COLOURS 
Clockwise from top left 

Colin (left) and Ross on 
the stone steps leading 

to the top garden; three 
stone statues stand 

before a privacy hedge of 
Dillenia philippinensis; 

Colin uses strategically 
placed foliage to soften 

the large boulders in the 
new garden; colourful 

crotons, cordylines and 
firecracker flowers line a 
paved path; a block wall 

is crowned with a bed  
of Neoregelia ‘Charm’.

“ It ’s important to show restraint, mixing 
a tapestry of green to counterbalance 
the colour and avoid garishness”

“I don’t follow fads; I think about the style of the house and where 
the garden is situated,” says Colin. “Plants don’t always need to 
be exceptional. Common plants, used well, can make a beautiful 
garden. It’s the feel and look that’s important, not what’s in it.”

The garden is both stimulating and soothing in turn. Stepping 
through the discreet gate, the white flowers of a glossy-leafed 
Tabernaemontana pachysiphon are pretty and fragrant. The steps 
leading upwards have walls on either side so there’s little to see 
as you climb, invoking a sense of intrigue. At the summit, water 
trickles over three stone mounds into a shallow trough, a calm 
backdrop to the visual feast that opens up. The elevated living 
area affords a panoramic view over lush private gardens towards 
the distant hills of Freshwater Creek State Forest.

Colin’s gift for garden design is evident in his treatment of the 
large boulders that border the garden. These were necessary to 
support the many tonnes of imported soil and swimming pool 
that Colin and Ross installed, and were trucked in from Mareeba, 
about an hour’s drive away. Colin has softened the rocks with 
foliage, including crotons and bursts of orange from firecracker 
flowers (Crossandra infundibuliformis), which not only disguises 
their true purpose, but turns them into a design feature.  



22    June 2016   GARDENING AUSTRALIA

GREAT GARDENS

Beyond the boulders, golden ‘Malayan Dwarf’ coconut palms 
(Cocos nucifera) provide a sculptural screen against the street.

special features
From the kitchen terrace you look across the water feature to a 
perfect swathe of lawn, which you’d never guess is the roof of 
the garage. To the east, three stone statues stand sentinel before 
a hedge of large-leafed Dillenia philippinensis, which bears fruit 
known as ‘elephant apple’. Low-growing mounds of miagos bush 
(Osmoxylon lineare) allow unimpeded vision on the other sides. 

Steps lead down from this area to another pocket of lawn, 
bordered on the street side by golden shrimp plant (Pachystachys 
lutea) and ixora, and on the west Colin has planted several 
Euterpe oleracea palms in a sunken bed. “I like their weeping 
habit, and they’re starting to give the pool area shade and privacy 
now,” he explains. The palms, underplanted with bird’s nest 
ferns, are cleverly placed – they’re lower than the raised pool,  
so their canopy is in the line of vision rather than their trunks. 

The pool is positioned along the western border and is 
sheltered from the afternoon sun by foxtail palms. It’s accessed 
via a sunken court, where striking design elements have been 
employed. Four pillars, each topped with shallow dishes 
supporting Furcraea foetida ‘Striata’, draw the eye upwards. 
Furcraea usually grow into mighty, spiky structures, but here 
they are miniaturised because their roots are so restricted. 
Below them, the beds are massed with delightful ground orchids, 

Spathoglottis plicata, which have fuchsia-coloured flowers that 
bloom for many months. Their delicate florets contrast with their 
strappy leaves, as well as the bold forms of the furcraea. Behind 
them, three pink silk banners gently flutter before a painted wall.

rooms with a view
The 1960s brick bungalow, which sits midway up the block, was 
rendered, extended and painted a rusty red called Red Dynamite, 
with lime and grape highlights inside. Glass and louvred walls 
were installed to open up the house, giving onto tiled terraces 
that provide areas to sit and enjoy the view. “It’s perfect for 
tropical living, and so relaxing to come home to after work,” says 
Ross. At the back of the house, the bathrooms are enclosed in 
private courts filled with ferns, epiphytes, orchids and rich foliage 
plants, such as caladiums and aglaonema. 

A new garden has been built at the top of the block, with help 
from local landscaper Bruce Jackman. The path leading up is 
constructed of carefully placed rocks, simulating the natural 
environment. Colin has interplanted the slope with tropical 
groundcovers including some sun-hardy bromeliads and ferns, 
Moses in the cradle (Rhoeo discolour) and blue lobelia, a winter 
annual. Another rock wall rises behind an expanse of lawn at the 
very top. Giant clumps of heliconias, gingers and paddle-leafed 
‘Pisang Ceylon’ banana trees impart a very tropical essence. 
Colin and Ross eventually plan to build another dwelling up here 
– somewhere to call ‘home’ when they retire. GA



A FINE BALANCE 
Clockwise from far left 
There are surprises in 
every corner, such as the 
colourful foliage of 
Billbergia ‘Hallelujah’ 
rising out of a rustic 
stone pot; throughout 
the garden, the lush 
greenery is offset with 
colour, whether from 
soft furnishings, painted 
walls or flowers; foxtail 
and acai (Euterpe 
oleracea) palms give the 
pool an air of seclusion, 
as well as shade.

Colin’s secret ingredient
It’s hard to believe, but most of the 
plants in the garden are only two 
years old. Colin replanted virtually 
everything when the couple 
returned to the property after 
several years away. They are 
remarkably well established, 
which Colin believes is due to the 
12cm of ‘mill mud’ (a sugar-cane 
residue that is composted for  
12 months) he adds to the red 
loamy soil when preparing new 
beds. “Soil preparation is so 
important; mill mud is such a good 
conditioner that everything goes 
berserk!” he explains. The location 
also helps – Cairns has an average 
annual rainfall of about 1992mm, 
so plants grow very quickly.
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 Online at gardeningaustralia.com.au/awards Instagram at @gardeningaustraliamag
Facebook at facebook.com/ABCGardeningAustraliamagazine 

are you our next 

Gardener of the Year?
2016

calling all passionate gardeners!
Are you a keen gardener? Have you created something

you’re proud of? Then it’s time to start putting your entry

together – it could be you heading off next year to London

on the trip of a lifetime. Each category winner receives

an individual prize pack and an all-expenses-paid trip to

Canberra on October 1 & 2 to attend this year’s Floriade.

There, the overall winner will be announced – join us

to see who is the 2016 Gardener of the Year!

Th e 2016 winner will be off  to 
the Chelsea Flower Show!

what are we looking for?
While categories are arranged according to garden size 

and type, the judging process focuses on the skills and 

creativity of the gardener. We are looking for evidence of:

•  passion and commitment

•  creativity and inventiveness

•  an affi nity with plants and a knack for

combining them in interesting ways

•  a keen sense of colour, 

shape and texture 

•  sensitivity to the natural setting

•  an ability to solve problems 

and overcome challenges 

•  resourcefulness in the way 

you use materials and re-use 

or recycle where appropriate 

THE BIG PRIZE
Th e 2016 Gardener of the Year 
wins a seven-day trip for two 

to London, courtesy of Collette. 
Th e ‘Spotlight on London’ tour 

features the Chelsea Flower Show 
and other famous gardening 

destinations, such as Kew Gardens 
and Hampton Court Palace. 

Th e prize includes fl ights, 
accommodation, several meals, 

transfers at both ends, 
and a dinner cruise on 

the River Th ames.
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Category 2
REGULAR
GARDEN

This means anything
up to 1000m2 (the

old ‘quarter acre’).
Gardeners with

courtyards, small blocks
& medium blocks.

Category 3

LARGE

GARDEN

Anyone with more

than 1000m2, be it a

large suburban block

or a country property.

Category 4
COMMUNITY 

GARDEN 
Th is includes school and therapeutic gardens, collective vegie plots or any gardens created for use by the community.

Category 1

TINY GARDEN

Only got a balcony,

windowbox or green

wall? This is your

category.

Win a
Collette

‘Spotlight onLondon’ tour,
worth

$13,500

Terms & conditions: Open to Australian residents aged 18 and over. Competition starts April 11, 

2016, 00:01 AEST and ends August 7, 2016, 23:59 AEST. Entrants consent to the use of their name, 

state of residence, pictures and entry for promotional and marketing purposes, and agree to 

participate in reasonable promotional activities as requested by the promoter. Category winners 

must be available the weekend of October 1–2 to travel to Floriade in Canberra. If the winner of the 

main prize cannot take the 'Spotlight on London' trip in May 2017, he or she will receive a voucher 

for another Collette tour to the same value or higher, to be taken within 12 months from the date of 

receiving the award. For full terms and conditions, visit gardeningaustralia.com.au/awards.

MY DETAILS
Mrs/Ms/Miss/Mr/Other   

Name  

Address  

State Postcode 

Telephone (      )    

Email  

Which category are you entering? 

OFFICIAL ENTRY FORM
Show us, through words and photos, what you have created 

as a gardener, and how you have done it. Please include:

•  300 words telling us the story of you and your garden

•  up to 10 photos showing different parts of your garden 

and how they connect with each other

•  a sketch or diagram of the layout (note: we are not judging 

your artistic ability – a simple line drawing is all we need!)

• this coupon fi lled in with your name and contact details

WHAT SHOULD YOU INCLUDE IN THE 300 WORDS?
Give us some detail. Among the things you might tell us are:

•  what you grow

•  how the elements fi t together

•  what gardening challenges you have overcome, and how

•  how the garden meets your needs

•  what drives you and who has infl uenced you

•  how you care for your garden

•   what resources you have access to, eg. worm castings, 

horse manure, timber offcuts, homemade compost, etc

•  what materials you re-use or upcycle

WHAT SHOULD YOU INCLUDE IN THE PHOTOS?

•  A mix of close and wide shots that show the whole garden 

•   One or two ‘before’ shots, if you have them

•   A photo of yourself

HOW TO ENTER
Post your entry, including your photos on disk or USB, to: 

Gardener of the Year award, ABC Gardening Australia 

magazine, Locked Bag 5555, St Leonards, NSW, 1590.

OR visit gardeningaustralia.com.au/awards and follow the 

prompts to upload your entry, including the offi cial entry 

coupon code: EKN25N. Competition closes August 7.  

Choose the category that best applies 
to you and enter via post or website: 
gardeningaustralia.com.au/awards
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Plants love a good haircut and, when it’s done right, respond 
with lots of fresh, healthy growth. In the first of this new
pruning series, PHIL DUDMAN covers basic dos and don’ts, 
and explains how to prune roses, grapes and wisteria
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H
ave you ever thought about what 
kind of pruner you are? I reckon 
there are three basic types of pruning 
personalities. Firstly, there’s the ‘timid 

pruner’. This is the gardener who, with lightweight 
secateurs in hand, approaches a plant with much 
hesitation, uncertain of what can and cannot be 
pruned, let alone when is the best time to do it. 
They’re more concerned about doing harm than 
good and are often so intimidated by the thought 
of pruning that they just avoid it altogether. 

At the other end of the pruning personality 
spectrum is the ‘psychopathic pruner’. You know 
the type, the wild one who happily wields the 
chainsaw at any time of year, cutting down 
everything in sight to within an inch of its life! 

Finally, there’s the ‘confi dent pruner’, the 
gardener who understands the growing habits of 
their plants and knows how much they can safely 
cut off at any given time, certain that their actions 
will result in the very best performance from their 
plants. That’s the type of pruner to aspire to, and 
in this special series we will guide you with the 
essential skills and know-how you’ll require to 
become a confi dent pruner. 

getting started 
•  So, why do we prune plants? There are many 

reasons – to train, shape and keep them tidy, 
to restrict size or reduce unwanted growth, to 
maintain good health or to improve or increase 
fl owering and fruiting.

•  Are there special pruning techniques for 
different plants? Yes in many cases, particularly
when it comes to fl owering and fruiting plants 
– if you cut off the wrong bits, you may not get 
fl owers and fruit. Timing is important too, and 
over the next 12 months we’ll be letting you 
know when to prune some of the most popular 
garden plants and how to make the right cuts. 
Some pruning tasks can be applied to just about
all plants, such as pruning out dead, diseased 
and damaged material, removing unwanted 
suckers at the base of plants, and pruning 
crossing branches that rub and cause wounds. 
Tasks such as these can be done anytime. 

•  Always cut to nodes. Avoid leaving long stubs 
on the stems and branches. These have the 

potential to rot or die back, and cause harm to
the plant. Always make your final cut just above
a node (leaf joint) – that’s where the plant will
reshoot. Aim to angle the cut away from the bud
to help shed rainwater. (See diagram above.)

•  Use good-quality tools. Good tools make 
pruning a pleasure. Keep blades sharp so they 
always make clean cuts – ragged edges create 
more places for pathogens to infect plants. 
Clean and oil them regularly to keep them 
in good order and avoid spreading disease. 
(See ‘Sharpen secateurs’ on page 69.)

•  Use the right tools. Don’t try to saw a branch 
with a carpenter’s saw – it’s not designed for 
the job. You need to have a range of proper 
pruning tools on hand, and during the series 
we’ll be taking a closer look at everything from 
hedge shears to motorised pole pruners. 

•  Be safe. Pruning tools are sharp, so handle 
them with care. Chainsaws can be dangerous 
in the wrong hands – don’t use one unless you 
have been thoroughly briefed on safe usage, 
and always wear proper safety gear. Never 

general cuts

Make cuts just above a bud, 
preferably angled away from the 
bud to shed water. Don’t leave 

long stubs, as they can rot 
and damage the plant.
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use a chainsaw above your shoulders, don’t 
operate one from a ladder and never use one 
when you’re up a tree without a safety harness. 
Pruning can be heavy work at times, particularly 
when dealing with branches, so if you’re not 
physically confi dent, call in a professional.

winter pruning
Here are three popular plants that need to be 
pruned this season, and how best to do it.

roses
Winter is the time to give most roses a good prune 
to shape bushes, remove congested growth and 
set them up for spring fl owering. July to early 
August is generally best, but if you’re in a cold 
area it’s best to wait until the chance of frost has 
passed, otherwise there’s the risk that tender new 
shoots will be damaged. Not all roses are pruned 

now – banksia roses, most climbing roses, weeping 
standards and old-fashioned roses that have a 
single massed show of blooms in spring should 
be pruned after fl owering. 

Put on some thick gloves and start by cutting the 
whole bush back by a third to a half, so you can 
see what you’ve got. From there, open it up by 
removing any growth that crosses the centre. Also, 
take out all dead, diseased and old grey wood – you 
might need a saw for some of this – and remove 
any suckers from below the graft. Weak, spindly 
shoots can go too – they won’t produce fl owers. 

“ Alwa ys make your final cut just 
above a node (leaf joint) – that ’s 
where the plant will reshoot ”

pruning roses

Remove dead and 
diseased wood

Reduce the 
height of the 

bush by a third 
to a half

Cut out thin 
spindly growth 
and growth that 

crosses the 
centre of the bush

Remove suckers 
that grow from 
below the graft
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What should be left is young, healthy, vigorous 
branches. Select three to fi ve evenly spaced stems 
(remove any unwanted ones), and make your fi nal 
cuts just above an outward-facing bud. This will 
direct the regrowth outwards, helping to maintain 
an open, vase-shaped branch structure that allows 
good airfl ow through the bush to help minimise 
disease. (See diagram on page 29.)

wisteria
Wisteria has a wild reputation – it will take over if 
you don’t curb its enthusiasm. However, once you 
know the basics of pruning wisteria it’s easy to 
keep it contained and you’ll get many more fl owers. 
The general aim is to establish a main frame of 
well-spaced branches over your chosen support. 

The shoots that grow from the branches should 
be pruned twice a year. The fi rst pruning takes 
place in summer, when the current season’s shoots 
are cut back to fi ve or six sets of leaves from their 
base. Restricting their summer growth encourages 
better fl ower bud formation and stops the long 
rampant vines from obstructing pathways and 
getting into windows and gutters. In winter, these 
same shoots are cut back further to two or three 
buds from the base. The buds will produce fl owers 
and shoots in the coming spring. Winter is also 
the best time to carry out hard pruning to remove 
unwanted branches or tired, unproductive wood. 

pruning wisteria

Remove any 
dead or 

diseased wood

In summer, cut side 
shoots back to five 
or six sets of leaves

Main 
bran ch

In winter, cut 
side shoots 
back to two 
to three buds
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grapes
Grapevines are pruned every winter to restrict 
growth and encourage fruiting. The general task 
involves cutting most of last season’s growth back 
to a main framework of branches, leaving behind 
selected buds that will produce new fruiting canes 
in the following season. There are two methods 
used: spur pruning and cane pruning.
Spur pruning is the most commonly used 
technique. In the fi rst few years, the vines are 
trained to form two or more ‘main arms’ along 
wires or over a pergola. Once that’s in place, the 
shoots that form along the main arms are pruned 
back to two buds from the base. These become 
‘secondary arms’ and it’s from here that all future 
fruiting wood is produced. Space them 15–20cm 
apart along the main arms by removing any growth 
between them. Each following year, select the best 
or lowest cane growing from each secondary arm 
and cut them back just above the second bud. 

“ Wisteria has a wild reputat ion – it will take
over if you don’t curb its enthusiasm”

pruning grapes

Secondary 
arm

Last year’s 
canes Best or lowest cane 

chosen and pruned just 
above the second bud

15–20cm

Trunk
Main arm

spur-pruning grapes

Secondary
arm

This year’s spur 
pruned to two buds

Last year’s
spur Previous 

year’s 
spurs

Main arm
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types of secateurs
A good pair of secateurs is essential for any gardener. Use
them to cut material up to 2cm thick – any thicker and you
need to use a pruning saw or long-handled loppers. There are
two main types of secateurs. Anvil types have a single blade
that cuts down onto a flat block, like a cutting board. These
are good for deadheading flowers and removing dead wood.
Bypass types are good all-rounders, with two blades that slice
like scissors. Here are three bypass pruners on the market.

P

These short-budded stems are called ‘spurs’. The
shoots that grow from these spurs in the following
season become the fruiting canes. All remaining
canes, including any others that stem from the
secondary arms, should be cut back close to their
base. (See diagrams on page 31.)
Cane pruning is normally used for grape varieties
such as Sultana, Cardinal and Ohanez, where most
of the fruiting buds occur beyond the fourth bud
along the previous season’s cane. Remove most of
the canes by cutting them right back to the trunk
or the shorter ‘main arms’ that are close to the
trunk. Retain four strong, healthy canes on each
arm, and then pick the best two to wrap around
your wire or train over your pergola. Shorten these
first by pruning just above the 12th bud. The shoots
that grow from the buds along these canes will
produce the following season’s crop. Cut back the
remaining two canes to form short spurs with two
buds. These will produce the replacement canes
for next year. (See diagram above.) GA

Gardena Classic 
(8757)

Th ese lightweight 
secateurs can cut 
through pretty 
tough material 
and their low price 
makes them a 
good choice for 
new and part-time 
gardeners. 

Fiskars 
PowerGear 
Large Pruners

Th e rolling handle 
and ratchet system 
makes cutting 
easier, particularly 
for arthritis 
suff erers, and the 
handles are tough 
and lightweight. 

Felco 2

With sturdy 
aluminium 
handles, 
replaceable parts, 
and a lifetime 
guarantee, these 
secateurs are 
a good option 
for the serious 
weekend pruner. 

“ For material thicker 
than 2cm, you need to 
use a pruning saw or 
long-handled loppers”

cane-pruning grapes

Last year’s 
fruiting canes to 

be removed

Last 
year’s 
canes

This year’s fruiting canes 
to be trained onto wire

This year’s 
fruiting canes 
shortened to 
12 buds and 

trained onto wire
Trunk

Main arm

Replacement 
spur with 
two buds
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Don’t waste your winter prunings. TINO CARNEVALE
shows how you can turn them into hardwood cuttings 

and get more plants for nothing!

COLD
      CUTS

photography FIONA WALSH
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NEW BEGINNINGS  

Left Striking mulberry 
cuttings directly in the 
ground. Opposite  
Tino prepares to take  
a hardwood cutting  
from a rose bush.

TOTALLY PRACTICAL

“Pretty much any deciduous  
plant can be propagated  
from a hardwood cutt ing”

I place mine in a covered area that’s well lit, but out 
of direct sunlight. It’s a fine line between keeping
the mix too wet, causing them to rot, and cuttings 
drying out. If in doubt, err on the side of moisture. 

Many failed cuttings are due to the impatience
of the gardener (myself included), who fiddles to
see if roots have formed, not realising this causes 
the delicate new extremities to break off and the
cutting to die. Hardwood cuttings take 3–6 months 
to start to produce leaves, but this means they
have also produced roots, so try not to fiddle.

Pot-raised cuttings can be potted up at this
stage or planted in the garden. Plants struck in
the ground can stay there until they slip back into 
dormancy the following winter, when they can
be dug up and relocated. GA

Step-by-step instructions on following page

W
hen the ground is frozen sludge,  
the wind blows sleet in your eyes 
and bites at your body, and you’re 
covered in layers of wool but are  

still cold, you know you’re in the depths of winter.
There’s only one cutting a gardener can take that is 
durable enough to stand up to this kind of cold, and 
that’s the hardwood cutting. It’s nice knowing that, 
even in these trying conditions, there’s something 
easy and free you can do to develop your garden. 

Like all cuttings, hardwood cuttings are exact 
clones of their parent, which means the shrub in 
your mate’s garden that you have always coveted 
can now be yours. Pretty much any deciduous 
plant can be propagated from a hardwood cutting, 
but some of the easiest are flowering shrubs such 
as roses, fruit trees like mulberry, and climbers 
such as wisteria. Fig, bougainvillea, hydrangea and 
hibiscus grow readily from hardwood cuttings and 
are good plants to cut your teeth on, so to speak.

Plants tell their story with every year’s growth, 
differing in colour and ‘whippiness’ (flexibility of the 
cutting). In spring and early summer, the current 
season’s growth – the soft tips – are usually light 
green and very bendy. Further down the stem the 
wood is darker but still quite flexible, and this is 
called semi-hardwood. Towards the bottom of the 
stem is last year’s growth – this is browner and 
rigid, hence the name ‘hardwood’.

getting started
Make your hardwood cuttings about 10–15cm long 
and between the thickness of a pencil and your 
thumb. They can be struck in pots (see overpage) 
or placed straight into well-drained soil. 

To strike cuttings directly in the ground, push a 
sharp spade into the soil, up to the hilt, then remove 
it to leave a thin, deep cut. Place the cuttings in the 
soil and water in. If you have poorly drained soil, do 
not despair – simply add coarse sand to the cut and 
place the cuttings in it. If there’s a delay between 
taking a cutting and getting it planted, wrap it in 
damp paper or tissue to stop it drying out.

Although your equipment doesn’t need to be  
as sterile as my nanna’s floor, your chances of 
success are greatly improved by using clean, sharp 
secateurs, clean pots and a new growing mix. 

Potted hardwood cuttings need a safe place to 
rest for a few months. I’ve lost a few to frost, so  
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how to...
take hardwood cuttings
1. Choose a stem that’s thicker than  
a pencil but thinner than your thumb, 
and remove all of the leaves. Tino is 
propagating an oakleaf hydrangea.
2. Use sharp, clean secateurs to cut 
the stem off just below a bud, making 
sure you’re taking the hardwood.
3. Trim the stem to 10–15cm long, 
cutting on an angle just above a bud. 
Having an angled cut at the top and  
a flat cut at the base lets you know 
which way is up. (Upside-down 
cuttings won’t grow roots.)
4. Gently slice off a sliver of bark from 
one section of the base, about 1cm 
wide, to encourage it to form roots.

5. Dip 2–3cm of the base of the cutting 
into rooting hormone, if using (see 
‘Striking aids’, opposite). Gently tap or 
shake the cutting to remove any excess.
6. Fill a 15–20cm pot with propagating 
mix. Use a dibber, pencil or finger  
to make a hole in the mix. (Pushing 
cuttings straight into mix can damage 
the base and hinder root formation.)
7. Place the cutting in the hole and  
firm potting mix around it. Hardwood 
cuttings don’t take up much space so  
it is possible to squeeze 5–10 cuttings 
into a pot, depending on the plant and 
pot size. Water in using a watering  
can with a rose, for a gentle spray. 

MAKING THE CUT 
Above Hydrangeas  

are easy to propagate.  
Right, from left Tino 

prepares a wisteria 
cutting; these mulberry 

cuttings will strike  
in a trench in the 

ground; this piece of  
rose stem will yield 

several cuttings.  

1

2
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TOTALLY PRACTICAL

striking aids
Hardwood cuttings rarely need help with root 
formation, however some products and 
remedies can help hard-to-root cuttings.

A gardener I knew put cuttings in her mouth, 
as she swore it made them strike better. Saliva 
has mild antibacterial properties so it may have 
kept the cut sterile, but this isn’t recommended 
as some plants exude toxic or irritant sap.

Honey is an old-fashioned remedy that does 
work, as it has antibacterial and antifungal 
properties. Use it to coat the base of the cutting 
to protect it and encourage root formation.

Willow water contains indolebutyric acid 
(IBA), a natural plant hormone that promotes 
callusing and rooting. To make your own, soak 
chopped willow shoots in water for a couple of 
days. Remove leaves prior to soaking the twigs. 
Strain the solution into a jar. Use immediately  
or store for several months in the fridge.

Hormone gels and powders promote callusing, 
which helps the cutting develop roots.

3

4 5

6 7
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school of 
HARD ROCKS

Dry stone walls combine romantic beauty with serious functionality. 
JENNIFER STACKHOUSE explains how to build one in your backyard

D
ry stone walls are walls built by 
assembling stones into courses  
(or rows) without the use of mortar  
to hold them together. They are built  

to be self supporting, and have two faces and  
are at least 60cm thick.

Not only do dry stone walls look good, they  
are also a practical solution to a stony problem  
that confronted early landholders. Stones in the  
soil in fields where crops are grown make the land 
hard to plough and plant. Removing the stones, 
therefore, makes it easier to work the ground.  
Until the mid-20th century this was a laborious  
and back-breaking task that involved physically 
picking up or digging up the stones. Today,  
there are tractor-drawn machines, known

as stone harvesters or rock pickers, that allow
stones to be ‘harvested’ from the soil.

Whether they are removed by hand or machine, 
transporting such heavy materials is hard work and 
time-consuming, so stones are often stockpiled.  
In the past, these were used to enclose fields and 
contain stock, or keep animals out of crops.

Today, dry stone walls are usually built using 
stones that are sourced from quarries and 
delivered to the site in bags or on pallets, and 
landowners may repair their walls using locally 
sourced rocks from surrounding fields.

When properly built and maintained, dry stone 
walls are long lasting. They also become part of  

the ecosystem, as they provide nooks and crevices 
for small animals and insects to shelter in, and for 
plants, mosses and lichens to grow on.

Stone walls are suitable for both rural and urban 
settings as they relate to the landscape, often use 
local materials and add a sense of permanence. 
Maintaining existing stone walls retains the look 
and feel of a historic landscape while continuing to 
create a fence line. However, wire fences are now 
a popular alternative to traditional dry stone walls, 
as they are cheaper to erect and maintain. 

solid structure
There’s more to building a dry stone wall than 
simply heaping up a pile of stones. Building a 
long-lasting and attractive wall is a skill and an art.

When stone walls were more commonly found in
the landscape, many farmers and landholders 
possessed this skill, and the knowledge was passed 
down from generation to generation. But like many 
old rural crafts, dry stone walling is a technique 
that has been largely forgotten. However, there are 
some people who are maintaining the craft and 
passing on the skill to others.

Dry stone walls are built so that they are  
solid and long lasting. They have foundations to 
hold them securely in place, and they’re broader  
at their base than their top, for added stability.  
The slope of the wall, from its top to its broader 
base, is known as the batter. 

“ They provide crevices for small animals and 
insects to shelter in, and for plants to grow on”

photography CHRIS CRERAR
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Expert  tips
Turn over for a step-by-step demonstration 
by dry stone wall expert Scott Wilson.  
Scott also has these tips for wall builders.

1.  Select the largest stones for the base of 
the wall. The stone size decreases in the 
upper courses.Small, flat stones are handy 
to keep larger stones level and steady.

2.  If the wall is curved, use a pivot point 
formed with a string and peg to mark  
out a curved shape.

3.  Use a hammer to tap off any unwanted 
points so stones sit evenly. 

1

2

3
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1. Gather all your materials and tools,
including stones (about 1.5 tonnes per
metre of wall), timber formwork, posts,
string for string lines, mallet, hammer,
bucket, crowbar and gloves. Wear long
sleeves, long pants and steel-capped
boots. Sort stones according to length.
The longest ones can be throughstones,
and the smaller stones can be used as
filler stones to form the core of the wall.
2. Make sure the area is clear and level,
and soil is compact. Set up formwork
at one end. Run string lines to establish
the direction and shape the wall will
take, and to keep each course level and

at the desired batter. Dig a shallow
foundation trench 15–20cm deep along
the length of the wall in which to lay
stone footings, or base stones. Bed this
course in well using a crowbar. Tap
stones in so they are firmly in position.
3. Begin to lay the courses, staggering
the joins and leaving spaces in the first
courses for drainage. Set the stones
so that each one is supported by two
stones below, and place the length of
the stone towards the centre of the
wall. The front of the stone forms
the face of the wall, so this should
be in line with the string line.

4. As the wall begins to form, fill the
cavity between the two faces with
small stones (known as hearting).
These small stones are placed firmly
in the wall so they are tightly packed.
Walls are usually built in sections of
several metres in length.
5. Every four or five rows, and about
every 2m along, insert a throughstone
at right angles to run between the two
faces of the wall. This ties the wall
together to make it stable.
6. Finish the wall with a row of narrow
upright stones to shed water. This final
course is known as the copping.

1

2

step-by-step guide
Master craftsman Scott Wilson (above) demonstrates the required steps for constructing a dry stone wall.
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glossary of terms
Base stone The first or foundation  
course for the wall.
Batter The sloping face of the wall.
Copping The final course of stones, which 
are usually placed vertically.
Course A row of stones.
Dry stone wall A wall built using stones,  
but without mortar.
Footings The first course of stones, which 
are set into the ground.
Formwork For dry stone walls, this is an 
A-shaped wooden trestle used to set up the 
wall’s shape. String lines are run from it to 
keep the wall straight and level as it is built.
Hearting The centre of the wall, which is 
made up of small stones.
Smoot A hole left in the wall for drainage 
(also known as a weep hole).
String line A length of string that provides  
a level guide while building.
Throughstone A large stone placed at right 
angles to the face of the wall that extends 
from side to side to link the sides of wall.

The walls are built up from a foundation with  
two faces, and are usually about 60cm thick and 
1.2m high. The space between each face is filled 
with smaller stones, which provide additional 
strength. The face stones are placed so they  
are level, and their length extends inwards (for 
interlocking strength). Each stone rests on two 
stones below to give the wall additional strength 
and stability. This method of placement results in 
courses with staggered joints, similar to bricks,  
so that no break extends up the face of the wall.

Larger stones, known as throughstones, are 
used during the construction to tie the two faces 
together and further strengthen the wall. Weep 
holes (also known as smoots) are created near  
the base of the wall for drainage. The walls are 
then topped with a row of stones known as the 
copping, which further ties the wall together
and creates a regular finish. GA

more information 
Look for courses run by master craftsmen, 
botanic gardens or TAFE. Thanks to dry 
stone wall expert Scott Wilson from Old 
WesleyDale in Tasmania for sharing his 
knowledge and assisting with this article. 
Visit oldwesleydaleheritage.com

3 4



Display gardens at garden shows often yield great design and planting ideas
to try out at home. Here are a few of the themes and plant combinations that 
stood out this year at the Melbourne International Flower & Garden Show 

inspiration
a show of

1

3

See more
on May 28,
at 6.30pm
on ABC TV

words DERYN THORPE   photography VIRGINIA CUMMINS 

‘Reflection’ Gold Show Garden

2
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PRETTY PATTERNS 
These designs, made 
with jewel-coloured 
succulents, show  
off the versatility  
of these popular, 
drought-tolerant 
plants, which come 
in myriad intricate 
textures. Studio Gi, 
who designed this 
garden, used a 
repeated pattern  
to strengthen  
its symphony.

child’s play 
A woven, nest-like pod cubby and graduating spiral tunnel are 
highlights of designer Fiona Webber’s colourful and playful children’s 
garden, which abounds with sensory elements. Bright yellow and 
orange cushions match the edible flowers on nasturtium plants.  
A silver ‘river’ of common everlasting (Chrysocephalum apiculatum 
‘Yorke Peninsula’) flanks a tiny, fragrant chamomile lawn.
1. Lamb’s ears (Stachys byzantina) 2. Weeping lillypilly (Waterhousea 
floribunda) 3. Edible canna (Canna indica var. edulis) 

2

3

GARDEN DESIGN

5

O
ne of my gardening high points each year  
is discovering new plants, design trends and 
planting styles at the Melbourne International 
Flower & Garden Show (MIFGS). There is  

a real sense of excitement at the show, as it attracts 
some of Australia’s best designers who create thrilling 
show gardens displaying their design and building 
skills, and gardening ideas. This year, the displays 
featured simple shelters and pared-back hardscaping, 
which allowed the intricate plantings to steal the show. 
Most gardens had restrained colour schemes, but 
celebrated plant diversity. Foliage had a ‘natural’ look, 
rather than being tightly clipped, and ‘hot’ plants 
included grasses, succulents, dwarf conifers, compact 
natives and plants with silver or purple foliage. 

call of the wild 
A sophisticated palette with wispy grasses, including Panicum  
‘Heavy Metal’ and P. virgatum, creates a carefully orchestrated  
wild and casual planting style for this design. Silver and white,  
with accents of pink and yellow, contrasts with the boathouse,  
which is clad with Oregon timber that has been burned to create  
a charcoal-like surface. Designer Ian Barker said his aim was to  
show how a naturalistic planting style, popular in Europe and  
North America, can be adapted for Australian gardens. 
1. Verbascum ‘Polar Summer’ 2. Polygonum ‘Summer Dance’  
3. Nyssa sylvatica ‘Forum’ 4. Rudbeckia laciniata  
5. Achillea ‘Mondpagode’ 

‘Chateau de Carlton’

‘Kidsense’: Achievable Gardens (2nd)

4

1
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“ The garden was designed to 
show real plant ing combinat ions 
with normal and popular species”

GARDEN DESIGN

2

classic style
This garden, by Vivid Design for The Greenery Garden Centre in 
Heidelberg, uses different levels for interest, and the hardscape has  
a central sitting area created from classic red brick and Australian 
bluestone. Its gorgeous plant selection includes well-loved classics  
such as Gardenia ‘Aimee Yoshiba’, windflowers (Anemone japonica), 
Arthropodium cirratum ‘Matapouri Bay’ and clipped Rhaphiolepis indica. 
However, it was the abundance of delicate white flowers on Hydrangea 
paniculata ‘Sundae Fraise’ that had visitors ‘oohing and ahhing’. The 
green and white juvenile flower racemes will develop pink autumn tones. 
Designer Carolyn Blackman says the garden was designed to display  
real planting combinations alongside normal and popular plant species. 
“We wanted the garden to show that the plants should, and can, provide 
structure and form in the garden, as well as decoration.”
1. Portuguese laurel (Prunus lusitanica) 2. Iris japonica variegata  
3. Rhaphiolepis ‘Snow Maiden’ 4. Euphorbia ‘Silver Swan’ 5. Arthropodium 
cirratum ‘Matapouri Bay’ 6. Bay tree (Laurus noblis ‘Miles Choice’)  
7. Magnolia grandiflora ‘Teddy Bear’ 8. Heuchera ‘Fire Alarm’

MUTED TONES 
Green-grey and 

burgundy foliage is 
enlivened with 

splashes of fresh 
white coneflower 

(Echinacea purpurea 
‘Alba’). This colour 
scheme was one of 

the most popular 
colour palettes at  

the show. In this 
garden, designed by  

Jaz Rhodes, it is 
enhanced by a 

variety of textures, 
including a carpet  

of Ajuga ‘Caitlin’s 
Giant’, kidney weed 

(Dicondra repens) and 
the green-grey foliage 

of woolly bush.

‘The Golden Afternoon’ 
Achievable Gardens (3rd)

‘A Garden Called Frank’ 
Gold Show Garden

3

1

1
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eccentric sheds 
Why have a garden shed when you can 
have a real treehouse! This whimsical 
greenhouse (above) is stuffed so full  
of shade-loving indoor plants that they 
appear to be escaping through the 
window! Who says a garden has to be 
serious? This Dali-esque building (below) 
is turning the world on its side. It comes 
complete with an overgrown bicycle – 
perfect as an unusual garden sculpture.

4

green & clean
Fescue lawn left lush and long, 
and textural plantings of dwarf 
conifers provide softness to a 
green and white design with  
a Nordic ambience. The pergola  
is lined with ash timber and the 
oversized concrete landings 
provide balance. Designer Peta 
Donaldson selected all the plants 
specifically for their foliage. 
Featured foliage plants included 
Pinus thunbergii ‘Yatsabusa’  
and P. strobus ‘Merrimack’.
1. Green diosma (Coleonema 
compactum) 2. Juniperus 
conferta 3. Red maple  
(Acer Autumn Blaze) 

8

‘The Greenery Garden Centre Show Garden’  
Best in Show

‘Nature’ Bronze Show Garden

‘The Relic’

2

3

6
7

5
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clever contrasts 
This display shows how a laneway can be 
transformed into a place of beauty using  
a selection of tough grasses and pretty 
cottage-garden perennials. The designer, 
Daniel Tyrell, has created a traditional 
bluestone cobbled path to contrast with  
a modern fence, spray-painted with 
colourful graffiti by Conrad Bizjak.  
In the natural-looking garden, a froth of 
grass seeds on Miscanthus oligostachyus 
‘Eileen Quinn’ and Panicum virgatum 
‘Rubrum’ dance through edibles such  
as parsley, bronze fennel and caraway. 
Drought-tolerant beauties Agastache 
aurantiaca ‘Sweet Lili’ and A. rugosa 
‘Heronswood Mist’ team with plants 
commonly found on degraded laneways, 
including common tansy (Tanacetum 
vulgare) and verbena.

1

TOUCH OF WHIMSY 
This cottage-style 
courtyard designed  
by Claudine Reynolds 
takes recycling and 
outdoor dining to  
a new level, using an 
old chest of drawers as 
a vegetable bed and an 
apple tree espaliered 
on a white bedstead. 
Cafe-style white 
furniture stands out 
against the grey walls 
and feathery clumps 
of lawn chamomile 
(Chamaemelum nobile). 
Vegies include black 
Tuscan kale, Detroit 
beetroot, dwarf purple 
beans, rainbow chard.

natural habitat 
Created by Candeo Design to represent the 
diversity of flora in the Northern Territory, 
this garden uses Australian plants in a 
naturalistic way. Plants left unclipped so they 
look wispy and delicate surround a billabong 
with bronze brolga sculptures and native 
waterlilies. The grey and green foliage 
combination creates a patchwork tapestry 
effect, combining Westringia ‘Wynyabbie 
Gem’, grey cotton head (Conostylis 
candicans) and flannel flowers (Actinotus 
helianthi) to complement the bright green  
of Crowea saligna ‘Starlet’, Lomandra  
‘Lime Tuff’, red kangaroo paw (Anigozanthos 
‘Rampage’) and the white pom-pom flowers 
of mulla mulla (Ptilotus nobilis).
1. Yellow kangaroo paw (Anigozanthos  
‘Bush Matilda’) 2. Westringia ‘Wynyabbie 
Gem’ 3. Queensland bottle tree 
(Brachychiton rupestris) 4. Cycas seemannii

‘Right of Way’ 
Silver Show Garden

‘ Breakfast in Bed’ Momentum  

Energy Sustainability Award
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3

2

1

great outdoors 
Designer Lincoln Flynn shows how to create an upmarket bush campsite 
in your own backyard, teaming mostly native plants with a combination 
circular metal water feature and firepit. A metal cut-out fence screen has 
pots of cascading Dichondra argentea ‘Silver Falls’, and a curved gabion 
wall seating area with a table provides the perfect place to relax.
1. Eucalyptus cladocalyx ‘Vintage Red’
2. Banksia spinulosa ‘Birthday Candles’

2

POT OF GOLD 
Designer Yvonne 
Green created a 
stream of echeveria 
succulents spilling 
from a terracotta  
pot, offset by the 
coppery-pink flower 
heads of Sedum 
‘Autumn Joy’ – one  
of the ‘it’ plants at  
the show. A stand of 
Dianella tasmanica 
‘Blaze’ adds a touch 
of strappy foliage.

GARDEN DESIGN

“ Mostl y nat ive plants team with  
a combinat ion circular metal 
water feature and firepit ”

‘ Do the NT’ Gold Show Garden

‘Refuge’ Achievable Gardens (1st)

‘Revelling in Levels’ 

4
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AB BISHOP checks out the clever landscaping at this animal shelter,
where Costa Georgiadis finds the pets and visitors feel (almost) at home

creature
COMFORT

FRESH IDEAS

A
lthough RSPCA Australia was offi cially 
established in 1981, there were branches 
in every state and territory well before 
this. In fact, the New South Wales 

organisation started caring for animals in 1873.
At its Yagoona shelter and animal hospital in 

south-west Sydney, the practicalities of housing 
400-plus animals at any given time mean that 
concrete and steel rule the roost, because they 
are robust and easy to clean. This means the 
buildings are as bland as their industrial surrounds, 
so the not-for-profi t organisation created a series 
of gardens to soften the impact and provide natural 
spaces for the animals, staff and visitors to enjoy.

As gardeners, we know that landscaping can 
be an expensive undertaking. Understandably, the 

RSPCA wanted to keep costs to an absolute 
minimum, so it engaged the services of landscape 
designer Steve Warner from Outhouse Design. 
Steve is passionate about providing discounted and 
pro bono services for charities and not-for-profi t 
institutions. He says, “It’s my way of giving back. 
Good landscape design engages the community 
with the charity. For example, when contractors 
donate their services or businesses gift building 
materials, they become aware of a charity that they 
might not have known about previously. They come 
together and create something special.”

That something special at the RSPCA shelter 
in Yagoona is a variety of garden areas designed 
to facilitate meaningful interactions between the 
animals and visitors hoping to adopt a pet.

Catch this
on May 14,
at 6.30pm
on ABC TV
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The area for ‘pocket pets’ (rabbits and guinea
pigs), for example, is a fun, colourful space with a
fenced, grassy area where they have space to roam
freely. This allows children to experience them in
a natural, home-like setting. “If animals are calm
and happy, you are more inclined to engage and
bond with them, and hopefully adopt,” says Steve.

design with purpose
The design for the memorial garden, a quiet space 
for reflection, features curved stone walls that 

gently increase in height, giving a sense of support,
protection and embrace for the bereaved. “We want
visitors to feel invited into the space, and for them
to feel comfortable to stay,” Steve explains. Plaques
engraved with your pet’s name can be purchased.

With the landscapes integrated through the entire
site, it’s now much more enjoyable walking any of
the dogs that are up for adoption, and people tend 
to spend more time with potential pets than before. 
Designing these spaces successfully with so many 
considerations, however, was challenging. 

“ Areas are designed to facilitate meaningful 
interact ions between the animals and visitors”

NATURE CALLS 
Far left Costa dishes  
out cuddles to three 

homeless pups. Above  
The large mural of a 

eucalyptus woodland in 
Sydney’s Centennial Park 

is a smart way to hide  
a brick building behind 

the memorial garden 
while tying in with 

existing trees on-site.
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“It’s a difficult environment, because what works
well in a normal garden doesn’t work well here,”
says Steve. “The key was to get the balance right
with enclosures, gates and fencing, but not make
the space feel like a prison. There’s a lot of wear
and tear on the plants and you don’t know which
plants the animals will choose to wee on or chew!
They’ve got to be extremely hardy, animal- and
person-friendly and, most of all, extremely low or
no maintenance, as the budget doesn’t allow for it.”
Steve chooses plants that he thinks would work
well in each zone and then the vets decide which
are safe for the animals.
A Cercis canadensis ‘Forest Pansy’ tree was
chosen as the focal point for the memorial garden,
as it offers dramatic flower colour and gorgeous
seasonal foliage. Myoporum parvifolium ‘Yareena’
provides contrast against clipped Westringia spp.
balls, and it winds around a sculpture by Roger
Apte that pays tribute to animals in combat and
conflict. Callistemon ‘Little John’ will eventually
provide a visual buffer between the memorial
garden and area for pocket pets.
Experimentation with the plants continues. “The
dianellas and lomandras at the newly completed
animal hospital just couldn’t cope with the constant

drenching of dog wee,” laughs Steve, “so they are
being replaced with species of Osmanthus and
Raphiolepis, which are apparently more resistant
to it – and they’re scented!”
The gardens have been a success on many
levels, according to Brendon Neilly, the executive
manager of animal care services at RSPCA NSW.
“Shelters are confronting places to visit, but these
gardens are providing a calmer, quieter place for
people coming to the hospital or to adopt an animal,
as well as our staff and animal clients.”
The Sydney shelter has already exceeded the
3000 adoptions it achieved last year and Brendon
believes that the gardens are part of the reason
– along with the animals themselves. “We have
amazing animals up for adoption – some have had
a rough time and we want to give them another
chance. There are huge benefits for people and
animals when you adopt a pet.” GA

want to help?
Animals available for adoption include dogs, cats, pocket pets,  
birds, reptiles and livestock. Profits from the animal hospital,  
engraved plaques and fundraising pavers go to the shelter.  
201 Rookwood Rd, Yagoona, NSW. (02) 9770 7555.

“ There’s a lot of wear and tear … you don’t know 
which plants the animals will wee on or chew!”

WHERE THE HEART IS 
Clockwise from top left 

Fundraising pavers 
engraved with messages 

form the entry path to 
the site; individual 

shelters are painted in 
bright colours with 

grassed outdoor areas; 
the RSCPA’s Brendon 

Neilly (left) and 
landscape designer  

Steve Warner. Opposite 
Costa befriends a bunny 

in the pocket pets area.

FRESH IDEAS



design ideas to adopt
When Costa arrived at the RSPCA Yagoona site to shoot 
the story for television, he was struck by how the clever 
landscaping had completely transformed it.

“Animal shelters are usually unfriendly environments, 
but this is a perfect example of bringing to life an area 
that often has a stigma attached to it. The gardens have 
softened the surroundings and changed the perception 
of what you’d expect.

“The fences around the animal zones are black so 
they’re less noticeable and they’re low so you can see 
what’s going on and feel a part of it.”

Costa believes the design principles could be 
integrated into any home with pets, because “you might 
want to protect certain areas, and every backyard has 
some elements of a pound within it!”

The plants at the site are also worth noting. “Steve’s 
plant selection is great for anyone with a high-traffic 
garden – people with animals or kids playing ball sports.”

Needing to block an unsightly view is another 
requirement many people face, but Steve really thought 
outside the square when considering how to hide a 
nearby brick building, eventually incorporating a large 
mural of a eucalyptus woodland.

“The message is that there is no space we can’t 
beautify,” says Costa. “The woodland is at Centennial 
Park, where many people walk their dogs, so there’s  
a lovely connection.”

Costa also enjoyed spending time with the animals. 
“The rabbits welcomed me into their palatial, open-plan 
homes and we took a walk to their vegie patch, where 
they enjoy sorrel and rocket. They’re very happy living 
here, but I think they would prefer to be adopted!”
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At h� e 
         Jack iewit h

S
ome time towards the end of this century, my
great grandkids – or their grandkids – are going
to have a wonderful crop of dates from their
five date trees, planted with optimism by their

ancestor back in the 1990s.
Dates are ‘hot and dry’ climate trees, but I’d seen
them survive frosts in Alice Springs. So, would they
survive in my cold temperate climate?
Yep. They’d grow beautifully, too. Just very, very
slowly. After more than 20 years, the largest date tree
has grown from a seed to be about as high as my hip,
or head if you count the length of their leaves – these
are still longer than the trunk. They haven’t been hit by
frosts, have survived drought and, naturally, heatwaves.
They look extremely happy. Just not like trees yet, but
a bit more like overgrown and prickly tree ferns.
You rarely see date trees in garden nurseries (though
you can find them online). You even more rarely see
different varieties of dates, which is a pity as there are
many, many kinds, even in Australia where we still
don’t have an extensive ‘date culture’. My favourites are
the dry date varieties (also known as ‘bread dates’) and
the honey-sweet Medjool.

tough customers
Date trees (Phoenix dactylifera) are best known for
flourishing in climates where not much else will grow,
such as deserts – though in oases, as they do require
watering. They may tolerate salty soil, temporary
floods, wind and just about everything except heavy
frosts. I kept ours in a plastic frost shelter for two
winters, until they were established. The plants had
outgrown the shelter by then, so I left them alone,
on the sunniest slope we have, where the frost drains
away instead of pooling. And they have survived.

But will they fruit? Ask my descendants. You need
longer summers than ours, and more reliably hot ones,
to be sure of a date crop. And if they do fruit, will it rot?
Quite possibly, in humid summers. But in drought years,
when the humidity is down to about 10 per cent and
the sky looks as if it doesn’t know what a cloud is,
I reckon those descendants will get baskets full.
Probably. There is one other small problem: you
need both male and female trees to get a date crop.
Our seedlings could be either. If we have four female
trees and one male – whacko! Four males and one
female will still mean some dates. But if, despite the
odds, we have planted five females or five males, then
we will get naught, nix, nothing. And at the rate dates
grow in our climate, it will be another century or so
before some verified male or female trees can be
added to complete the birds and bees arrangements.

seed or sucker?
I grew our dates from seed – even two-year-old seed
from fresh dates may germinate. But it’s really better to
find a nursery with suckers from named varieties – and
then you will know if they are male or female, too.
In hot climates, your tree will be well grown in seven
to 10 years. In dry desert-like climates, the fruit will
ripen on the tree, but date farmers usually cover the
ripening bunches of fruit with paper sleeves to protect
them from rain. After picking, unripe fruit is exposed to
very high temperatures and humidity to remove any
astringency. The fruit is then either packed fresh, or
dried further to become the kind you buy in packets.
That is the bit I haven’t tried yet. It doesn’t matter.
Even as tall palms, or overgrown and prickly ‘kind of
tree ferns’, they are gorgeous. Plus, my five trees cost
me nothing. And their parents’ fruit was delicious. GA

Dates like it hot and dry, but JACKIE FRENCH hasn’t 

let that stop her having a go. She’s breaking all the rules, 

and counting on a bumper crop ... in a century or so

DATESwith destin y
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MAKE IT A DATE 
Clockwise from left  
When conditions are hot 
and dry, date trees are 
prolific producers; 
Jackie’s small dates 
shelter between a crepe 
myrtle and an apple tree; 
in time, Jackie’s trees 
may grow to be as stately 
as these; potted suckers 
at a nursery; branches 
laden with unripe dates.



56    June 2016   GARDENING AUSTRALIA

advertising promotion

winter beauties
Winter roses (Helleborus spp.) are invaluable in the garden.
They grow in the hard-to-fill shaded areas, flower through
winter right into spring and are tough as they come. Take
a look at Tesselaar’s newest range, available by mail order,
which includes the new release ‘Sheila Mary’ (above).

For more information, visit tesselaar.net.au

instore

naturally nourishing
Help skin perform at its brightest best with Natio’s 
comprehensive Restore skincare range. Catering to the 
specifi c concerns of mature skin, the gentle but effective 
plant-based products work to deeply hydrate, restore 
elasticity and protect against sun damage for a healthy 
and nourished complexion. 
For more information, visit natio.com.au

Information from some of our advertisers about their products

move it!
The Fulcrum Mobile 
Clothesline allows 
you to put your 
washing in the 
best location in 
your outdoor area. 
Move it to catch 
the best of the 
winter sun, or take 
it undercover if it 
starts raining, while the washing is still on the line. It has the 
capacity of a rotary line and is fully mobile, with each corner 
having a wheel with a brake. The side frames fold down to 
allow compact storage and navigation through tight passages. 
For more information, visit 
fulcrummobileclotheslines.com.au

cool coat
Give your chooks a special present – a chicken jacket! Great 
for keeping them warm in autumn and winter, it also helps 
you fi nd them in the bush, protects them from getting pecked 
by other birds, and helps keep them safer as they cross the 
road. Available in fl uoro yellow or pink, and camoufl age.
For more information, visit omlet.com.au
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Botanical name: Brassica rapa
Chinensis Group

Small, loose-head, cabbage-like 
vegetable with light to dark green 
leaves and broad, spoon-shaped 
stems that are green or white. 

Forms 
Also sold as Shanghai pak choy (green 
stems), bok choy (white stems), baby bok 
choy (miniature, white stems) and red choy 
(green stems and leaves; maroon veining)

Planting & care 
Pak choy grows best in autumn and spring, 
as well as winter in warmer areas. The 
green-stemmed types are hardiest in hot 
and cold conditions, but most forms cope 
with light frost. Give it a spot with plenty 
of sunshine and some wind protection. 
It is very fast-growing and demands a rich, 
fertile growing medium, so add compost or 
well-rotted manure to soil or potting mix 
(it grows well in large pots). A pH of 6.5–7 
is best – if yours is below 6, add lime or 
dolomite a few weeks before planting. Sow 
seed directly in beds or pots and keep moist 
– it will germinate in a few days. Thin and 
transplant crowded seedlings to 5–10cm 
spacings. Keep the soil moist and fertilise 
weekly with liquid fertiliser at half strength. 

Harvesting 
Start thinning and eating plants when 10cm 
tall (4 weeks old). Create 30cm spaces for 
remaining plants to mature, and harvest 
them at 6–8 weeks old. Pull up the whole 
plant and slice off the roots with a knife. 
Sow follow-up crops every 4–6 weeks.

Turn to page 62 for pak choy recipes.

One of the oldest 
cultivated vegetables in 
Asia, pak choy is highly 
valued as a medicinal 
plant in traditional 
Chinese medicine. 

did you know?     t he
H�v�t

pak choy
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W
hen we planted our orchard, the first
tree to fruit was our peach. It was only
one solitary, glorious peach, but we
savoured every morsel. These days,

we harvest an abundance of fruit, preserving most of
our peaches in jars. We started our orchard six years
ago with bare-rooted trees, and we haven’t looked back.

Peaches and nectarines are a staple in our garden,
pantry and landscape. They are very similar genetically,
although peaches are furry and nectarines are not, and
can easily be interchanged in recipes and desserts.

peach varieties
We grow several varieties, but I prefer the freestone
(also called slipstone), as the stone pulls straight out
and they are easy to open, slice and preserve, while
still maintaining their shape. Admittedly, the flavour
of some clingstone peaches is better, but they are
best eaten fresh or stewed, as they get too mushy
when sliced from the pip for preserving.

There are yellow-fleshed and white-fleshed peach
varieties (we only planted yellow). The flavour of the
yellow-fleshed peaches is more complex because
their natural acidity becomes sweeter as they mature.
The white-fleshed peaches are less acidic throughout
the maturation cycle, resulting in sweet fruit no matter
where they are in the ripening process.

Like many deciduous fruit trees, peaches must
accumulate a number of hours below 7°C before they
break winter dormancy, flower and set fruit. Low-chill
varieties, such as Dwarf Angel Low Chill, China Flat,
Flavourcrest, Beale, Flordaprince, Tropic Snow and
Maravilha, fruit well in warm climates (including the
subtropics), as they set fruit with just 150–200 hours
below 7°C. These varieties will grow all the way up the
coast in the right conditions. High-chill varieties need
to spend 600 hours below 7°C, so they are best suited

to cold regions. Early ripening varieties set fruit from
late December, while late varieties fruit up until March.

Most peaches are self-pollinating (do not require
a second tree to cross-pollinate). The main exceptions
are Elberta and J.H. Hale, which happily cross-pollinate
with each other. These are lovely large trees with
delicious fruit, but need plenty of space to grow.

planting & care
Peach trees are available bare-rooted in winter, and
now is the best time to plant them. Plant in full sun in
well-prepared soil enriched with compost and organic
matter. Make a small mound of soil in the centre of the
planting hole to help position the tree and ensure the
correct planting depth. Stake at planting to minimise
root damage and support the tree during establishment.
Water regularly throughout the first year, especially
when hot or dry. Avoid waterlogging, as peaches will
not tolerate extended periods of wet feet. An annual
application of slow-release fertiliser around the root
zone is also beneficial. Apply fertiliser in spring.

Peaches fruit on one-year-old wood (wood grown
in the previous season). While it is ideal to prune to
a vase shape and keep branches shorter for easier
harvest, be careful not to remove all the wood that is
yet to fruit. Thin unwanted or weak growth in summer
to ensure adequate light infiltration throughout the tree.
Shorten the current season’s growth (next season’s
flowering branches) in autumn to help maintain
compact growth and improve overall structure. As
fruit develop, thin where necessary to improve quality
and prevent damage to overladen branches.

Peaches are easy to grow, but are subject to a few
pests and diseases. Apply liquid seaweed to the foliage
fortnightly from spring to autumn to improve pest and
disease resistance. Peach leaf curl is a fungal disease
that causes red pimply lumps on young leaves and can

KITCHEN GARDEN

Home-grown peaches are beyond compare, and no e time to plant
bare-rooted trees in your garden, writes MARCE ANKERVIS
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PEACH k  

At a glance
common name peach
botanical name Prunus persica
plant type deciduous fruit tree

 suitable

1.5–4m
1.5–4m
full sun

  all year 
(bare-rooted 
stock: winter 
to early spring)
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Dwarf
Dwarf Angel 
Low Chill (left) 
Doughnut-shaped 
reestone. White 

flesh. Grows to 
2–3m. Ripens late 
December to 
January. Self-
fertile. Warm 
emperate climates. 

Pixzee Yellow-fleshed freestone. Grows to 
1.5m. Ripens February to March. Self-fertile. 
Suits containers. Cool to temperate climates. 
Dwarf Fresno Large yellow freestone. Grows 
2–2.5m. Ripens in late December. Self-fertile.

for the home garden
White fl esh
Anzac (right) 
Freestone. Grows to 
3m. Ripens January to 
February. Self-fertile.
Bendigo Beauty 
Early freestone. 
Grows to 3m. Ripens 
in January. Self-fertile.
China Flat Doughnut-
shaped fruit. Grows to 
3m. Ripens November to December.
Self-fertile. Low-chill, for warm climates.

ellow fl esh
lberta (left) Sweet 
nd very popular 
or canning. Grows 
o 4m. Ripens 

February to March. 
Pollinates with 
J.H. Hale.    
Pullar Cling 

ed around stone. 
Grows to 4m. Ripens late 

February to early March. Self-fertile. 
J.H. Hale (Million Dollar Peach) Reliable 
freestone. Great for preserving. Grows to 4m. 
Ripens in February. Pollinates with Elberta.

Purple fl esh
Blackboy (Peche 
de Vigne, right) 
Freestone fruit with 
unique purple fl esh. 
Bred in New Zealand. 
Grows to 3m and 
ripens in late 
February. Self-fertile.

harvesting peaches
The fruit tastes best when it ripens on the 

tree, so you may need to net your tree to stop 
birds stealing your harvest. Peaches are ready to 
pick when the skin changes colour and they give 
slightly when touched. Hold the fruit in the palm 

of your hand and twist – if ripe, it will come away 
easily. Or you could do the taste test to determine 

optimal harvest time … that’s what I do!

seriously affect production. Prevent it by thoroughly
spraying the bare branches, including the bud scales,
with lime sulfur, copper hydroxide or Bordeaux mixture
in late winter. Late spring frosts can damage flowers
and developing fruit, so if frost threatens, protect trees
with shadecloth. If scale are present, control with a
soap or oil-based spray. Fruit fly can be a problem in
warmer areas, and the best way to enjoy maggot-free
fruit is to cover trees with fruit fly exclusion netting. GA

“   It was onl y one glorious peach, 
but we savoured every morsel”
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Juicing her home-grown vegetables is now a morning ritual
for SOPHIE THOMSON as she embraces a healthy lifestyle.
Here are her tips for growing enough vegies for a daily drink

JUICE BAR
backy� d 

O
ver the past 12 months, I have made a number of lifestyle 
changes that have made me feel healthier and more 
energetic. I have cut out sugar, except for an occasional 
treat and, most signifi cantly, start each day with a delicious 

fresh juice made from the organic vegetables in my garden. I’m totally 
biased, but I think the juice bar we should be frequenting is the one 
in our own vegie patch. I’ve found that bought juices just don’t taste 
as good, and they don’t have the same energising effect on me.

Juicing is not new to me, but making a vegetable juice without 
any added fruit is, as is doing so on a daily basis. I have purchased 
a cold-pressed juicer, which enables me to get maximum benefi t from 
the vitamins and phytonutrients in my vegies, as the nutrients are not 
destroyed by heat during the extraction process. But no matter what 
type of equipment you use, the most important factor is to grow your 
own vegies organically, reducing the amount of chemicals you consume. 

my juicing vegies
My morning juice changes according to what is growing in the garden, 
however, I try to use a combination of at least fi ve vegies each day. 
My favourite vegies for juicing are kale, carrots, celery, cucumbers, 
parsley, beetroot and spinach or silverbeet. I change the combination 
every day so that I’m receiving a good balance of nutrients – with some 
vegies, it is possible to have too much of a good thing!

Vegies that I add on a more random basis are lettuce (particularly 
the Cos variety); capsicum and even pak choy, when I have a glut; 
and bitter leaves, which are renowned as liver tonics, such as endive, 
radicchio or chicory leaves, or even dandelion if I fi nd the occasional 
weed has popped up in the garden. I also like to add turmeric and 
ginger, but I am unable to grow them because they are subtropical 
plants and don’t like the frosts in my part of the world, where it gets 
down to –5°C from late April until early November. 

In addition to growing vegetables in the ground, I use ‘wicking beds’, 
which are basically large, self-watering pots. I’ve made 10 of these 
raised vegetable beds that access water from a reservoir below the 
soil. Wicking beds reduce the need for overhead watering, especially 
during the hot and dry parts of the year. GA  

parsley 
I have borders of parsley in my vegie 
garden, as it looks pretty, it stops the 
mulch being scratched off the beds 
by the birds and the fl owers attract 
benefi cial bugs. When making my 
juice in the morning, I simply grab 
a large handful to add to the mix.
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kale 
This superfood is renowned for its 
health-giving properties. I fi nd Cavalo 
Nero gets targeted by cabbage white 
butterfl y caterpillars much more than 
other kales, such as Red Russian and 
Curly, but it’s easier to feed into 
my juicer than the other varieties. 
Convenience has prevailed, and 
I now grow a 1m2 wicking bed of 
Cavalo Nero. Planted in spring, it has 
supplied me with enough kale for my 
juicing. Exclusion netting keeps off 
caterpillars, as I don’t fancy an extra 
protein shot! I have another wicking 
bed planted now to take over supply.

carrots 
I aspire to grow enough carrots to 
supply our household year-round and 
also fulfi ll my juicing requirements. 
So far this has not been the case, 
but hopefully I will accomplish this 
over the next 12 months with more 
frequent and bigger plantings. 

celery
A 1m2 plot of established plants in 
the vegie garden or wicking bed 
keeps us in enough celery. The trick 
is to have a new patch coming on 
before the old plants pass their best, 
to ensure continuous supply.  

cucumbers
It never occurred to me that these 
could be juiced, however I love 
adding them to my mix when I have 
a surplus after making lunches for 
the kids or salads for the family.

beetroot
I’m always sowing beetroot to use 
in the kitchen, for either roasting or 
making dips, and now I’m also trying 
to have enough for juicing (both tops 
and bulbs). Ideally, I like small roots, 
but if my crop gets bigger I just 
use about half a root a day. 

spinach & 
silverbeet 
I grow spinach well in the cooler 
weather, and silverbeet or perpetual 
spinach all year round, so I simply 
mix up either of these in my juices.
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thai prawn noodles
serves 4

250g rice stick noodles 
olive oil spray 
24 raw prawns, peeled and 

deveined 
1 tablespoon chilli paste
4 cups chopped pak choy 
4 carrots, sliced into batons 
3 spring onions, sliced diagonally
¼ cup roasted unsalted peanuts
3 makrut leaves, thinly sliced 

(optional) 
Sauce
1 tablespoon fish sauce 
1 tablespoon sugar 
1 lime, juiced 
1 red chilli, thinly sliced

1Cook rice noodles following packet 
directions. Drain and set aside. 

2 For the sauce, combine all ingredients  
in a jug with ¼ cup water; set aside.

3Spray a large wok (or saucepan) with 
oil and place over medium-high heat. 

Add prawns and chilli paste. Stir-fry until 
prawns are opaque and cooked through. 
Remove from pan and set aside.

4Spray pan with oil and add pak choy, 
carrots and spring onions. Stir-fry for 

2 minutes. Add noodles, toss to combine 
and stir-fry for 1 more minute. Add sauce 
and toss to coat noodles. Return prawns 
to pan with peanuts and makrut leaves  
(if using). Toss to combine and cook  
until heated through. Serve immediately.

KITCHEN GARDEN

Nutritious and fast-cooking, this tasty green can
be added to all manner of Asian-style dishes

chicken laksa
serves 4

100g dried rice vermicelli
olive oil spray
1 large onion, thinly sliced
2 tablespoons red curry paste
400g chicken breast fillets, sliced
2 cups reduced-salt chicken stock
165ml can reduced-fat

coconut milk
2 makrut leaves

3cm piece ginger, peeled,
thinly sliced

1 large carrot, peeled, thinly
sliced diagonally

2 bunches baby pak choy,
trimmed, leaves separated

150g snow peas, trimmed, halved
lime juice, to taste
1½ cups bean sprouts

cook�g with...
pak choy

1Put vermicelli in a large heatproof bowl, cover with boiling water and leave to soak 
for 3 minutes; drain and set aside.

2Spray a large wok (or saucepan) with olive oil and place over medium heat. Add 
onion and stir until light golden. Add curry paste and stir for 1–2 minutes or until 

fragrant. Add chicken and cook, stirring, for 2–3 minutes or until slightly golden.  
Add stock, coconut milk, makrut leaves and sliced ginger with 2 cups water; stir well.

3 Increase heat to high; bring mixture to the boil. Add carrot, reduce heat to low and 
simmer for 5 minutes or until chicken is cooked through. Add pak choy and snow 

peas; cook for 1 minute. Remove wok from heat and add lime juice, to taste.

4 Divide vermicelli among 4 bowls. Ladle hot laksa over noodles, top with bean 
sprouts, and serve.

DIABETES HIGH
FIBRE

LOW
KJ

HIGH
PROTEIN

LOW 
FAT

LOW 
SODIUM

LOW
FAT

HIGH
PROTEIN

NO 
DAIRY

NO 
DAIRY



• Leek Harvest as needed, when 
the stems are 2.5–5cm thick.  
Use a garden fork to gently loosen 
the surrounding soil, then pull 
them up. Shake off the soil, trim 
the tops and roots, and rinse well 
before taking to the kitchen.

• Lemon You can start picking 
lemons (above) when they turn a 
yellowy-green colour. They won’t 
be fully ripe, but will still provide 
plenty of juice. Keep picking as 
they turn yellow, but still firm  
(if they're soft, you're too late). 
Use secateurs to snip them off 
with a short bit of stem attached.

• Cabbage Cabbages are ready 
after 3–4 months of growing.  
Harvest as soon as the heads feel 
solid – don't delay, as they will 
soon start to set their flowers. 
Use a serrated knife to cut the 
thick stem just below the head. 

also in season
• avocado • banana • bean  

• beetroot • broccoli • Brussels 
sprout • carrot • cauliflower  

• celery • custard apple  

• fennel • ginger • grapefruit  

• Jerusalem artichoke • lettuce 

• mandarin • olive • orange  

• parsnip • passionfruit  

• pomelo • potato • pumpkin  

• radish • rhubarb • silverbeet 

• spring onion • sweet potato

Pick me n�

These recipes come from previous issues of Healthy Food Guide, and are 
developed in consultation with a dietitian. healthyfoodguide.com.au

1 cup brown rice 
1½ tablespoons rice bran oil 
2  x 180g skinless salmon fillets, 

halved lengthways 
2 teaspoons Chinese five spice 
5  button mushrooms, quartered  

if small, thinly sliced if large 
2 garlic cloves, thinly sliced 

4cm piece ginger, peeled, grated
1  long red chilli, thinly sliced 
2  bunches pak choy, trimmed, 

quartered 
2 cups snow peas, trimmed 
1½  tablespoons gluten-free  

oyster sauce 
2 teaspoons sesame seeds, to serve 

1 Cook brown rice following packet 
directions; drain, cover and set aside.

2 Meanwhile, heat half the rice bran 
oil in a large wok (or frying pan) 

over high heat. Coat salmon with five 
spice; cook, turning occasionally, for 
3–4 minutes or until cooked through. 
Remove salmon, cover and set aside.

3Heat remaining rice bran oil in wok. 
Add mushrooms, garlic, ginger and 

chilli; stir for 1–2 minutes or until 
mushrooms are soft.

4Add pak choy, snow peas, oyster 
sauce and 2 tablespoons water to 

wok. (The mixture will steam slightly.) 
Cook for 2 minutes or until vegies are 
bright green and just tender.

5Divide brown rice among 4 bowls.  
Top with stir-fried veg and salmon, 

scatter with sesame seeds and serve.

five-spice salmon with stir-fried vegies

DIABETES HIGH
FIBRE

HIGH
PROTEIN

LOW
SODIUM

serves 4

GLUTEN 
FREE

NO 
DAIRY
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more than  

50 jobs 
to do in 
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planner
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peas aplenty
The pea season is in full swing in all areas except the
coldest and hottest parts of Australia. You really can’t beat
the flavour and texture of freshly picked garden peas, so the
last thing you want to do is run out! This happens easily, as
most varieties are so delicious and crop for such a short
time that we never seem to plant enough. If you already
have a crop in the ground and haven’t sown a follow-up,
don’t delay in putting in more seed. It pays to sow a fresh

crop every 3–4 weeks through the growing season to 
guarantee a steady supply. You can continue planting peas 
until the end of July in subtropical areas, until August in arid 
zones, until September in temperate zones and from July 
until October in cool regions. Sow a decent run – at least 
2–3m long – each time for a bumper return. Don’t worry 
about being left with a glut, as you can easily shell, blanch, 
bag and freeze your excess peas for the off season.

Check gutters and clean out autumn leaves 
(above). Add them to the compost

Prune deciduous ornamental and fruit
trees after they lose their foliage

Lift, divide and replant agapanthus,
daylily and bearded iris

Plant seedlings of cosmos, candytuft, 
primula, calendula, dianthus, larkspur, 
delphinium, lupin, foxglove and Iceland
poppy for late winter and spring colour

Look out for new bare-rooted roses at your 
local nursery and get in early to take
advantage of the full selection.

Apply a fortnightly foliar feed of liquid 
fertiliser to potted and garden cyclamen 
to keep them happy, healthy and 
full of blooms

Cut back chrysanthemums 
when they finish
flowering

   Feed emerging 
bulbs, such as 
hyacinth (right), 
fortnightly 
with a 
liquid bulb 
fertiliser 

DO IT NOW

top job

keep on top of lawn weeds

M
ost turf varieties grow slowly in winter, so lawns are not 
as thick and lush as they are in the warmer months. That 
makes it easy for weeds to take hold, especially low-growing 

ones, such as wintergrass, fl atweeds (for example, dandelion, below) 
and bindii, which escape the rotating blades of the lawnmower. 
The best way to keep on top of them is to treat them as soon as 
they appear. Don’t let them fl ower and set seed, as that creates 
more weeds. Most of them can be removed easily when young using 
a weeding tool. Alternatively, sprinkle a little high-nitrogen fertiliser, 
such as sulfate of ammonia, into the centre of the weeds to burn them 
out. This may also burn some of the grass close by, but it will recover.
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Top tip
Hellebore fl ower buds are 
starting to appear. To make 
the most of your display, 

remove the old leaves now 
to make way for fresh 

foliage that will show off the 
new blooms beautifully. 

blitz overwintering 
pests & diseases 

L
ots of persistent pests and diseases 
can be cleaned up during winter, 
particularly on deciduous plants such 

as apples, stone fruit, grapevines (below) and 
roses. One of the best sprays for the task is 
lime sulfur. This is low toxic and is effective 
in controlling a wide range of pests and 
diseases including mites, scale insects 
(bottom), leaf curl, brown rot and more. 
See the product labels for a full list of 
registered uses and application rates. 

In most cases, the best time to apply the 
spray is while the plant is dormant and 
leafl ess. Make sure you give the bark on the 
stems, branches and trunk a good soaking, 
getting into all the little cracks and crevices. 
You can also apply lime sulfur to citrus trunks 
and stems in winter to help control rust, bud 
mites and white louse scale.

winter cutbacks
Gingers, cannas and heliconias 
(right) start to look tatty at this time 
of year, so it’s time to give them a 
good clean up. Follow the old spent 
stems down and cut them off at 
ground level. If the whole plant 
looks shabby, you may decide to 
cut all of the shoots back. If you do, 
cover the clumps with straw mulch 
to protect them and mark your 
clumps with a stake, so you know 
where they are and don’t accidentally 
disturb them when you’re digging 
around. They’ll shoot again in spring 
when conditions warm up. In the 
tropics, new shoots will start 
appearing in July or August.
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artichoke (suckers)
Asian greens
asparagus (crowns)
bean
beetroot
broad bean
broccoli
cabbage
carrot
coriander
English spinach
Jerusalem artichoke
lettuce 
onion 
parsnip 
pea 
radish 
silverbeet  
turnip 

sow & plant…

tropical

subtropical

arid/semi-arid

warm temperate

cold temperate

KEY

IN JUNE

TROPICAL
Plant limes, oranges, lemons,
mandarins and other citrus

  Flush out drippers and sprayers,
and check for leaks in systems

  Give fruit trees a deep soaking
once a week in the dry season

   Protect newly planted seedlings 
in wind with a windbreak, and
don’t allow them to dry out

   Prune fruit trees to remove 
dead and diseased wood and 
crossing branches

  Top up mulches after watering
to help hold in soil moisture

   Check indoor potted plants for 
mealy bug – dab with a cotton
bud soaked in methylated sprits

  Trim bougainvilleas (above)
to keep them in good shape

   Transplant potted crotons (left), 
spider lilies and graptophyllums,
and keep them moist

   Feed vegie crops monthly with 
an organic fertiliser blend
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cold alert! 
Big freeze Frost can 

freeze the water in chooks’ 
containers. On cold, frosty 
mornings break the ice on 
top so they can have an 

early morning drink.

be water wise
Plants generally use less water in 
cooler weather, so you can ease 
off on everything in much of the 
country, particularly for indoor 
plants which prefer to be on 
the drier side throughout winter. 
That said, there are some 
exceptions. Vegies, bulbs and 
spring-fl owering annuals still 
need regular watering, and so 
do fruit trees, particularly in dry 
times. If you are growing plants 
that originate in a Mediterranean 
climate, such as lavender (left), 
kangaroo paws and olives, give 
them a good drink if the soil is dry, 
as they expect regular rainfall 
during winter. In the northern part 
of the country, however, where 
conditions are warm and 
predominantly dry in winter, you 
need to keep an eye on everything! 



divide & plant asparagus 

W
inter is the time to plant out asparagus crowns, which you can
buy now from garden centres and online mail order suppliers.
If you have a patch of asparagus that’s overcrowded and lacking 

in vigour, you can bring them back into production by digging up clumps, 
dividing and replanting them. Although this is a liberating task, it is also a 
laborious one, but if you’re up for the challenge it is well worth the effort. 
Just thank your lucky stars that it’s a cool-weather job!

Identify the outer edge of your clump of stems, then use a garden fork to 
explore around the clump about 30cm out. Once you determine where the 
main roots are, use a post-hole shovel to dig a trench around the clump, 
working your way under the root ball. Young clumps should come out pretty 
easily, but if it’s well established, you may need a mattock or crowbar to 
lever it out. Be careful not to sever too many of the fat roots, because they 
are the food source that helps your divisions survive when transplanted.

Use a hose to gently wash soil off the roots, then sift through to fi nd 
small crowns that are connected to the main one. Gently separate each 
one. For a decent harvest, you need fi ve or more plants per person.

Asparagus are best in a bed of their own where they can freely multiply. 
Putting in extra effort when preparing the bed will provide an annual 
harvest for 20 years or so. Dig a trench about 50cm deep and 30cm wide 
along the centre. Backfi ll with a 30cm layer of 50:50 excavated soil and 
well-rotted manure or compost – the asparagus will lap this up. Mound the 
backfi ll along the trench and place crowns on top, 45cm apart, spreading the 
roots out carefully. Backfi ll with a 10cm layer of compost, sprinkle with 
organic fertiliser, and water it in. Gradually fi ll the trench as the plants grow.

top job

madmantv.com.au

Available at

while stocks last
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IT’S ALSO TIME TO…
   Clean up groundcover roses, cutting back 
hard to leave healthy stems about 10cm long, 
but wait until July or August in frosty areas

  Feed flowering annuals with a flower
and fruit fertiliser

   Fork over compost heaps. If they’re too wet, 
add straw or dry leaves, and if too dry, add
fresh grass clippings and water well

Plant lilium bulbs in semi-shade or full sun 

   Cut hydrangea stems that flowered last 
summer back to a pair of large buds

  Move frost-tender container plants
to a sheltered spot

  Lift dahlia tubers and store them
in a cool, dry pla

   Prune crepe myr
(above) back har
you want to keep
trees small

   Choose and 
buy camellias 
(right) from 
your local 
nursery while 
they are in 
bloom, and plant
them straightaw

1. Remove dried sap residue, 
rust and any other gunk with 
a box cutter or sharp blade.
2. Using a sharpening stone, 
rub the blade in a circular 
motion, keeping the stone 
parallel to the blade until you 
reach the edge, then raising it 
to an angle of 5 degrees (no 
more or you’ll blunt it). Repeat 
on each side of both blades.
3. Oil around the nut using 
engine or vegetable oil.
4. Spray with a 10:1 mix of 
water and methylated spirits 
to disinfect the blades.

sharpen secateurs
If you’re going to get busy with winter pruning, make sure your 
secateurs are up to the job. Ally Jackson shows how to sharpen 
them to ensure a clean cut, leaving plants less prone to disease. 

1 2

3

4
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look out!
Gall wasp damage on

citrus Prune off the galls
and burn them, or seal
them in a plastic bag

before tossing them in
the rubbish bin.

fabulous phalaenopsis
Look out for moth orchids 
(Phalaenopsis spp.) in bloom at garden 
centres, fl orists and even supermarkets. 
They make a nice alternative to cut fl owers 
for indoor display. Their long, arching sprays 
of blooms last for months with only basic care, 
and they often fl ower twice a year. Moth orchids 
are shy of the cold, so in most areas you need to keep 
them indoors in winter. The best spot is a warm, bright 
position near a north- or east-facing window, as bright as 
possible but not in direct sun (if direct sun can’t be avoided, 
diffuse it with a see-through curtain). In winter, allow potting 
mix to dry out between waterings, and apply a liquid fertiliser 
formulated for orchids once a fortnight. When the fl owers die, 
trim the stem back to the fi rst node (segment joint) below the 
old blooms. This promotes more fl owers to develop on the old 
stem, and may encourage a new stem to sprout at the base.
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how to remove 
borer damage
Banksias are a common target 
for borers, the larval stage of 
beetles. They burrow into the 
wood and can kill the tree. 

1. Borer damage is indicated by
the frass, or wood shavings, at the 
entrance to their hole. This builds 
up as they burrow further inside. 
2. If the tree is young, cut off the
branch below the affected area 
using sharp secateurs.  
3. If borer damage occurs on a
larger tree limb, clear away the 
frass to reveal the borer’s entry 
hole. Insert the tip of a length of 
fi ne wire into the hole to kill the 
borer, and prune as a last resort.



EDIBLE GARDEN
Search for snails (above) every morning

   Feed leafy greens with liquid fertiliser
once a week for rapid growth

   Set up a simple cold frame to protect 
punnets of seedlings and increase
seed germination in cold weather

  Prune any kiwifruit shoots back
to 3–4 buds from their base

  Pinch out tips of broad bean plants to
encourage bushy growth and big crops

   Sow a green manure crop, such as 
fenugreek or legumes like fava beans, 
in vacant beds to protect soil and
improve fertility

   Divide overcrowded rhubarb clumps 
with a sharp spade – each division 
should have at least two buds – and 
replant in soil improved with lots of
well-rotted manure and compost

   Plant leafy greens in large pots and 
place in a sunny spot near the kitchen
– they thrive in containers over winter

   Net brassicas (below) such as broccoli, 
cauliflower wombok and kale to keep

1

2

bare-rooted plants
Winter is a busy planting time for deciduous bare-rooted trees, 
fruit trees, shrubs, vines and roses. If you have a spot in mind 
for them, prepare the ground in advance. Dig over the soil, 
working in plenty of well-rotted organic matter, such as 
compost or cow manure, then water it generously. If you have 
a heavy clay soil, also fork through gypsum to help make the 
soil more crumbly. Plant them as soon as you get them home. 
Take out of the packaging, trim off any damaged roots and then 
rehydrate the roots by soaking them for an hour or so in a 
bucket of diluted liquid seaweed. Dig your planting hole, then 
create a mound of loose soil on the bottom. Gently spread the 
roots over the mound, placing the plant at the same ground level 
as it was originally, then backfi ll. Water the plant and if it looks 
wobbly, support it with two stakes. If you are not ready to plant 
yet, bury the roots temporarily in soil or potting mix (known as 
‘heeling in’) to protect the root system from drying out.

top job

3



BACKYARD VISITORS

garden 
   guests&pests
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A
t this time of year, many of our reptilian residents 
are hibernating in burrows, beneath rocks and logs, 
or, in the case of our local python, curled up in the 
garage roof space. This leaves the coast clear for 

the sunskinks, and on sunny days these doughty little lizards 
soak up the sun on our verandah, dashing in and out of the 
house on the hunt for flies, moths, spiders, cockroaches, 
beetles and any other tasty invertebrates.

These exquisite little lizards rarely grow to more than 10cm 
long, and seem quite curious and unafraid of people. Some 
will even walk onto your hand and check you out as you lift 
them up. They are busy during daylight hours, foraging around 
compost heaps, leaf litter and beneath the shrubbery where 
worms, grubs and insects are to be found. They are also quite 
sociable, often spending the night with other sunskinks hiding 
under rocks and logs. During the spring breeding season you 
may spot a knot of densely entwined males grasping one 
another with their mouths, vying for dominance and the 
chance to mate with a nearby female. 

It’s not unusual to find a sunskink without a tail. Like many 
lizards, sunskinks sacrifice their tail if attacked – leaving the  
tip wriggling on the ground usually buys them enough time  
to escape. The tail has weak zones in the mid-section and by 
contracting a muscle, the skink fractures the vertebra and the 
tail drops off. Little blood is lost, and the skink regenerates  
a new tail made of cartilage over the following months. Don’t  
be alarmed if you spot an evil-looking lizard with a forked tail. 
Very occasionally, the regeneration process goes wrong and 
two or even three tails emerge from the stump.

Most reptiles slink off to sleep 
when the mercury drops, but 
the sunskinks come out to 
play, writes LEONARD CRONIN

Len gardens in the Northern Rivers, New South Wales
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Found something interesting in the garden? Send us a photo 
via email to yoursay@gardeningaustralia.com.au with 
‘Creature’ in the subject line, and Martyn will identify it. 

�at
�e�th?

T
he word ‘bug’ is bandied around a lot and often used for anything 
from snails to spiders, neither of which are even insects! In fact, 
the word ‘bug’ is very specifi c and refers only to the insect order 
Hemiptera. These have an immature stage that resembles the 

adult, except for lack of wings and size, and feeds on the same foods as 
the adult, in pretty much the same way. They ALL feed through a tubular 
sucking and piercing ‘beak-like’ mouthpart structure called a rostrum – so 
all bugs suck! This means that a beetle isn’t a bug and nor is a moth, but 
a cicada is, and so are aphids and bedbugs. It is one of those odd facts that 
many of our insect pests are bugs – and we like the name, so it has spread 
into areas where it isn’t correct. 

Not all bugs are bad guys. Some actually feed on the ones that do cause 
problems. Assassin bugs, for example, feed on other invertebrates and 
make a meal of species such as vegetable bugs and caterpillars. Look for 
them in your garden – they have coffi n-shaped heads and three-jointed 
rostrums. Catch them in a container and move them to where pests are 
active (but don’t use your fi ngers, as they can retaliate!). Some companies 
even breed them for biological control – a case of bugging the bugs!

‘Bug’ is fast becoming a blanket term 
for insects, but when is a bug really 
a bug, asks MARTYN ROBINSON? 

mistaken identity

garden sunskink
Lampropholis guichenoti 
and L. delicata
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Martyn gardens mainly on Sydney’s Northern Beaches

R eader Philip Ward sent 
us this photo – it’s 

a male Mopsus mormon, 
or green jumping spider. 
It is Australia’s largest 
jumping spider, even though 
it only reaches 12mm in 
length. It is a treat to watch 

one of these stalk a fat fl y and spring onto it 
from 10cm away. The females have different 
markings and mainly greenish faces. Benefi cial 
in the garden, these spiders are found along 
the northern coast from northern New South 
Wales to Western Australia. A very nice fi nd!
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Sadly, our pets are following in our footsteps along the
path to obesity. DR PETER KIRKPATRICK explains what
the health risks are, and how to help them lose weight

FEATHERS & FUR 

W
e’ve all been guilty of overindulging in 
our favourite foods, and when we’ve 
overdone it, out come the scales and 
calorie counter. Pets can also feel the 

effects of having a ‘spare tyre’ around the middle, and 
owners often underestimate the long-term health 
problems associated with being overweight.

Obesity is a growing problem for pets, with more 
than 50 per cent of companion animals deemed to  
be unhealthily overweight. Many dogs and cats suffer 
illnesses and injuries that have been brought on by,  
or influenced by, their extra kilos. Here are some of  
the health issues that overweight pets can face.

•  Injuries One of the most common injuries 
associated with obesity in pets is knee damage. 
Acute injuries, such as ruptured cruciate ligaments 
and torn tendons, are extremely common reasons 
for coming to the vet. More chronic injuries, such  
as early-onset arthritis, are unfortunately an 
irreversible outcome of obesity.

•  Lifelong illness Many internal problems result from 
carrying too much weight, and the longer a pet is 
obese, the more likely they will experience lifelong 
illnesses. Obese animals are at a much greater risk 
of developing diabetes or liver disease than leaner 
animals. All illnesses require ongoing medications 
and testing, which becomes expensive.

•  Cardiovascular disease The likelihood of obese 
pets developing cardiovascular disease and 
respiratory disease rises sharply compared to an 
animal in a healthy weight range. The increased 
pressure on the heart and vascular system creates 
a huge number of problems. The heart degenerates 
over time with the extra pressure and it also puts 
pets at much greater risk for other complications.

signs of obesity
The best way to see if your pet is overweight is to pop 
them on the scales at your local vet and talk to a vet or 
vet nurse about it. They’ll be able to point you in the 
right direction with weight loss tips and tricks, as well 
as a healthy weight range for your pet to aim for. Here 
are some of the warning signs you can detect at home.

•  Shape When you look down at your pet from above, 
they should have a lovely little waist or an hourglass 
figure. If they resemble a coffee table, they are 
carrying too much weight.

•  Visible fat A very obese pet may have neck fat,  
a sagging belly and fat along the hips.

•  Touch test When running your hands down their 
side, you should be able to easily feel their ribs.

food intake
A few simple changes will help your pet lose weight.

•  Choose dry food Wet food contains more calories 
and requires you to feed your pet much more food 
to get the same nutritional content as dry food.

•  A short-term switch to prescription diet food 
Simply reducing the quantity of your pet’s current 
food can cause more problems – you’re reducing 
the calories, but they will also receive less of the 
other components they need. A prescription food 
has fewer calories without reducing the nutrients.

•  Use food toys Extending the time it takes for your 
pet to eat their food and encouraging them to work 
for it are excellent ways to help them get a little 
extra exercise and feel fuller for longer.

•  Choose low-fat treats The yummy treats are often 
the fattiest. Scrape out the marrow from bones, 
swap meat for good-quality biscuits and choose 
smaller treats. Every little bit counts! 

fat cats &    
 dumpy dogs
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www.qldgardenexpo.com.au

JOIN US AT QUEENSLAND’S  
PREMIER GARDENING EVENT

NAMBOUR, SUNSHINE COAST
(ONE HOUR NORTH OF BRISBANE)

More than 360 exhibitors including 55 nurseries
40,000 plants for sale daily • Landscape garden displays

Giant organic kitchen garden • Over 120 free lectures
Gardeners & gourmets cooking stage

Demonstrations + workshops non-stop
Free advice from leading gardening experts

Food courts, entertainment, free kids playground
7 hectares of gardening inspiration

Visit our website for some great accommodation deals

being active
It’s important for all pets to get plenty of exercise, and
incorporating this into your daily routine will help them
achieve and maintain a healthy weight.

• Go for a walk For dog owners, start with small
increases in either the distance you walk or the
number of times you go each day. You could extend
your daily walk by five minutes each time, or start
taking two shorter walks a day.

• Make it fun Go to different places, discover new
favourite spots and meet new people – you’ll both
enjoy walk time more.

• Use treat dispenser toys For cat owners, invest
in a game feeder, so your cat is not only eating but
is stimulated and active at the same time. That bit
of extra movement trying to get their food will make
a huge difference over time.

• Play with your cat Use a dangler toy, laser pointer
or other interactive toys to get them running around,
even if it’s only a bit. Start with 5–10 minutes each
day. They will grow to enjoy it, and you get to spend
quality time together.

Helping pets stay healthy gives them the best chance
of a long and happy life. Remember that when they look
at you with beseeching eyes and plead for more food
– give them an extra cuddle, have a play and tell them
you’re doing all this for their own good! GA

“ More than 50 per cent 
of companion animals are 
unhealthil y overweight ”



@sarahjbetteridge shared her excitement at
finding the first flower on her Aloe ‘Topaz’
on our Instagram feed (right), and we loved
@dragonflyblueone’s Bangalore Whippets Tail
chillies (far right). Tag #gardeningaustraliamag
to show off your pics or, for more inspiration,
simply follow @gardeningaustraliamag.

dream come true
Last year, while I was taking
photographs of some fungi,
I commented to my neighbour
that I would love to see the
red-and-white spotted
mushrooms (Amanita
muscaria) often pictured
in children’s storybooks.
A fortnight later, I could hardly
believe my eyes when I found
several growing under our
Aleppo pines. They popped
up again this year, so I took
a photo to share my delight.

J Mellor, Young, NSW

Readers share gardening experiences, top tips
and photos. Enter our competition to win a pack
of five smaller-sized fruit trees from Fleming’s

YOUR SAY

letterbox
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join us on 
Instagram!

Safe on your whole garden including natives Promotes health and growth in all plants

AUSTRALIAN MADE  AUSTRALIAN OWNED

        Don’t Just Water Your Garden!    

MAKING GOOD
Some clever creations have 
landed in our mailbox lately: 

G Grady from Morwell, 
Vic, used scrap material to 
build a bird feeder/shelter 

(top); B Kleinitz from 
Orbost, Vic, has been 

enjoying this moveable chair 
(centre) that her son made 

from wood from a fallen tree 
and old car wheels; and 

E Finnigan from Morwell, 
Vic, has now built three 

water wheels (bottom) that 
are on display in his garden. 

pot t ips
I have two tips to share: 
placing a worn-out household 
sponge in the base of a pot 
plant makes good drainage 
material and holds water, 
and if ants invade a pot plant, 
immerse the pot in a bucket 
of water to get rid of them.
C Prentice, Scone, NSW



Post your photos 
on Facebook 

at facebook.com/
ABCGardening
Australiamagazine

ripe for the picking
Fleming’s ‘Pick of the Crop’ is a collection 
of smaller-sized fruit trees for Australian 
home gardeners, including old favourites 
and new varieties in dwarf, miniature and 
columnar styles. For more information, 
visit flemings.com.au/potc/potc.asp

We have two Fleming’s ‘Pick of the Crop’ fruit packs to give 
away (each worth $250 and containing an assortment of 
fi ve bare-rooted trees). To enter, tell us in 25 words or less: 
Which fruit can’t you live without, and why? Write your 
name, address, contact number and entry on the back of an 
envelope and send to Fleming’s Pick of the Crop, Gardening 
Australia, nextmedia, Locked Bag 5555, St Leonards NSW 
1590 or email comp@gardeningaustralia.com.au, with 
‘Fleming’s Pick of the Crop’ in the subject line, by June 12.

Got a great gardening tip or photo? Share it with us! 
Email us at yoursay@gardeningaustralia.com.au or write 

to Your Say, Gardening Australia, nextmedia, Locked Bag 5555, 
St Leonards NSW 1590. Please note, letters may be edited for space 
and clarity, and photos may be posted on our Facebook page.

Write 
  to � ...

1 of 2 Fleming’s 
fruit tree 

packs

WIN

Great to use all year round

www.seasol.com.au

Seasol Your Garden!

rogue vegie
I did not grow this magnificent
specimen, I just found it. My
job is to keep the lawn trimmed
and fencing dog proof, but
occasionally I am allowed into
our modest potager to harvest
or water. During one such
foray, I found this zucchini
which had somehow evaded
the daily harvest for a while.
R Lastdrager, via email

who is our 
facebook fan 
of the month? 

Peggy Bogar shared this 
picture of her 40-year-old 
nashi tree, which is 
absolutely laden with fruit. 
We wish we could help her 
harvest (and eat!) them.  

On average, humpback whales migrate about 
– one of the longest migratory 
journeys of any mammal. 

The majority of humpbacks in Australian 
waters migrate north from June to August.

5000km
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Our theme for Your Photos in our April issue
was ‘Wild Thing’. The fi nalists were both wild 
and wonderful. Enter this month for a chance 
to win a Fiskars PowerGear pruning pack

YOUR PHOTOS

great shot!

1. Here on French Island 
it is quite common to see 
koalas on front lawns – 
maybe this one was after 
the weeds in my garden! 
J Metcher, 
French Island, Vic 

2. An Idea leuconoe 
butterfl y among pentas 
fl owers in Singapore.
R Ledwidge,
Sandhurst, Vic 

4

2

1W� �  

5

3

3. I was lucky to spot this 
well-camoufl aged praying 
mantis in my garden.
K Downie, Ararat, Vic 

4. This cocky chewed off 
the seed head, then took it 
to a more scenic spot to eat!
S Bull, Yabulu, Qld 

5. In just a few weeks, my 
almost-bare vegie patch 

turned into wild, forest-like 
greenery. My mum is helping 
us harvest the bounty.
N Clark,
Yass, NSW 

6. These foxes are sitting 
on an abandoned car just 
across the road from my 
retirement community in 
Sydney’s outer suburbs. 
S Martin, Kellyville, NSW



This month’s theme is

cold snap
Email your best garden-related photo as a
high-res attachment (1–5MB in size) to us 
at comp@gardeningaustralia.com.au with 
‘Cold snap’ in the subject line, and include your 
name, address and contact number. Th e best 
entries will be published in the August issue, 
and the photo of the month will win a Fiskars 
PowerGear pruning pack, including a bypass 
pruner, hedge shear, bypass lopper, telescopic tree 
pruner and grass shear, valued at more than $500. 
Special gearing provides three times more power 
than traditional pruning tools, making gardening 
much easier! Visit fi skars.com.au to learn more.

Competition starts on 9/5/16, 00:01 AEST and closes on 12/6/16, 

23:59 AEST. Winners will be judged on 15/6/16 at 14:00 AEST. 

The total prize is valued at $504.90.

WINa Fiskars pruning ack worthover $50

6

Van Diemen
Quality Bulb

Call 1800 179 113 to receive 
your free colour catalogue or 

visit our web store

www.vdqbulbs.com.au

Reward yourself with 

363 Table Cape Rd, Wynyard, Tasmania, 7325

All orders receive easy planting 

instructions from the grower. 

View our fine collection of:
Outstanding Garden Liliums

New Itoh / Intersectional Peonies

Callas, Perennials and Gladioli

Guaranteed to 

fl ower. 
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Our gardening experts advise on plants suitable for clay soil, grass
trees throwing curlies, persistent weeds and mystery pot plants

YOUR QUESTIONS

ask our experts

Ask us on 
Facebook  

     at facebook.com/
ABCGardening 

Australiamagazine 

Email questions to experts@gardeningaustralia.com.au or write to Experts, 
Gardening Australia, nextmedia, Locked Bag 5555, St Leonards NSW 1590. 

Please include your full name, suburb and state. Questions may be edited, and 
questions and photos may be posted on our Facebook page. Emailed photos must 
be between 1–5MB. There is no personal reply service for unpublished questions. P

H
O

T
O

S
 I
S

T
O

C
K    Got a  

   qu�t i�  ? 

perfect circle

Q In September last year, 
one of our grass trees 

threw a spike that curled 
into a number of circles 
over a period of about eight 
weeks. Have you ever seen  
a grass tree spike like this?   
         B & C Hargense,

     Mystery Bay, NSW

A I have seen this 

phenomenon before,  

but never to this degree. One of 

the factors that can cause this  

is water stress when the flower 

stem is expanding rapidly.  

If the stem wilts and then is 

subsequently watered, it causes 

bends in the stem. Having said 

that, I have never seen such 

perfect circles form like this.  

If you could reproduce this every 

year, I am sure there would be  

a market for it.

Angus Stewart

clay mates

Q We have clay soil in our 
garden and I would love to 

know which plants thrive in it.
 M Ford, Burpengary, Qld 

A Many gorgeous Australian plants 

do well in clay. Most bottlebrushes 

(Callistemon spp.) and melaleucas will 

thrive. Also, consider Banksia ericifolia, 

B. spinulosa and B. ‘Giant Candles’, 

Leptospermum ‘Pink Cascade’, spotted 

emu bush (Eremophila maculata), 

Scaevola ‘Mauve Clusters’, purple coral 

pea (Hardenbergia violacea), grevillias 

including G. ‘Poorinda Royal Mantle’,  

G. ‘Moonlight’ and G. ‘Honey Gem’,  

snake vine (Hibbertia scandens), and 

native rosemary (Westringia fruticosa). 

For non-natives, try Aster spp., day lilies 

and Coreopsis spp. A spadeful of compost 

before planting will add air and nutrients. 

Deryn Thorpe



www.hansachippers.com.au | freecall 1800 248 199
TURN GARDEN WASTE INTO RICH MULCH WHEN AND WHERE YOU NEED IT

Hansa Chippers offer the
ultimate chippers for your
garden. The wide hopper, high
discharge and fast self feeding
action ensure branches, palm
fronds, leaves, hay, manure and
kitchen waste are processed
quickly and efficiently. Powered
by quality Honda engines and
constructed of solid steel and
quality components. Three
models available, 40mm,
65mm or 90mm.

Proudly Australian Made

the need to weed

Q I have some weeds in my 
gardens that I have not 

been able to eradicate in eight 
years. What are they and how 
can I get rid of them for good? 
         E McHugh, via email 

A These are asthma plant 

(Euphorbia hirta; top) and 

phyllanthus (Phyllanthus tenellus; 

bottom) and are very common in 

tropical and subtropical areas. Like 

many successful weeds, they produce 

lots of seeds that remain viable for  

a long time. As the saying goes, “One 

year’s seeds, seven years’ weeds.” 

This makes them difficult to eradicate 

completely, but persistence will 

significantly reduce their numbers 

over time. Remove them before they 

set seed. Carry out weekly checks and 

chip seedlings with a hoe or smother 

them with sheets of newspaper 

topped with mulch.

Phil Dudman

what’s in the pot?

Q I have two of these plants in pots. They’re 
quite big and flower often, and were a gift 

from a friend. What are they?
            B Tribe, via email 

A These are Amazon or eucharist lilies (Eucharis x 

grandiflora). Part of the amaryllis family, these white 

daffodil-like flowers have a green centre and reach 80cm. 

They are subtropical blooms that need a warm, shaded, 

frost-free position and are well suited to pots. Propagate 

in summer using offsets from established clumps. 

Ally Jackson
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Put on the kettle – it’s time to relax. Solve our puzzle to
be in the running to win a Garden Up Wall from Whites

across
1. Herb with hairy leaves and clusters of 
bell-shaped fl owers (7) (PICTURE A)

8. Device for watering the lawn (9)
10. Large edible seed of Vicia faba (5,4)
11. A fl avouring in sweets and liqueurs (7)
12. French farewell (5)
13. Symbol of freshness (5)
14. Moroccan spice blend … el hanout (3)
15. Implements for digging and clearing (7)
17. Large fl ightless bird (3)
19. Green vegetable (4)
20. Recess in a garden wall (6)
23. Progression from simpler to more 
complex forms (6)
24. Dark, oval single-stoned fruit (4)
25. Enjoyed (colloq.) (3)

27. Stew of vegetables and, sometimes, 
meat (arch.) (7)
31. Viscous secretion of some trees 
and shrubs (3)
32. Odour, scent (5)
33. Also known as West Indian jasmine (5)
35. Totalled (5,2)
37. Creches (9)
38. Tall plant with black-spotted orange 
fl owers (5,4) (PICTURE B)

39. Swell, bloat (7)

down
1. Primary ingredient of sauerkraut (7)
2. White root, aka daikon (5)
3. Small, sweet yet tart berry (10)
4. Rates of return (6)

5. Puts in proper order (6)
6. Dark blue plant dye (6)
7. Eucalyptus globulus, Tasmanian … gum (4)
8. Garden pest (5)
9. Pungent salad vegetables (8)
16. Worn away (6)
18. Eradicate; displace (6)
21. Insect larvae that burrow into plants (10)
22. Aubergine (8)
26. Covered with turf (7)
28. Trees of genus Alnus (6)
29. Lively intelligence, wit (6)
30. Resembling these plants (5) 

(PICTURE C)

31. Stared fi ercely (6)
34. Popeye’s girlfriend, … Oyl (5)
36. Lodgings (colloq.) (4)

CROSSWORD

take a break!
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SEE OPPOSITE
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T R U N K G R A S S P E O N Y
U G I R R H A C A
F O L I A G E O L E A N D E R S
T I O E L M A I A S
S A F F R O N A F R I C A N
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P L U M B A N A N A
I I B L H
P O T T E D S O R R E L
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I N D I A N C O C A
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E S C B R T R N L
S W E D E O R A C H N O D E S

solution
May 2016 crossword

0
7

7

May’s unscrambled word: backyard

WINNERS

1 of 8 
Garden Up Walls 

from Whites

WIN

growing up
We have 8 Garden Up Walls from 
Whites to be won, valued at $67.73 
each. Turn any wall, fence or vertical 
space into a living green wall, by 
fi lling a modular grid with decorative 
or edible plants. Th e modular grid, 
three pots and six hooks are included. 
Expand it by adding more vertical or 
horizontal panels if you like. Visit 
whitesgroup.com.au to learn more.

how to ente r 
To win a Whites Garden Up Wall, 
unscramble the highlighted letters 
in the crossword (opposite) and 
email your answer by June 7 to 
comp@gardeningaustralia.com.au 
with ‘Garden Up Wall’ in the 
subject line. (Note the new, 
earlier closing date.) Include your 
name, address and a daytime 
contact number.

Fiskars 365 pruners (March 2016) 
R A Th ompson, Woy Woy, NSW; 
L Bowen, Moana, SA; I Menzies, 
Ainslie, ACT; J Wiles, Jamisontown, 
NSW; L Flynn, Notting Hill, Vic.
Green Hip Broad Rim Hats 

(March 2016) J Burn, Maidstone, 
Vic; C Smith, Murwillumbah, NSW; 
L Le-Var, Camden, NSW; K Forrest, 
Chandler, Qld; D Jermy, Wynyard, 
Tas; T Rawolle, Golden Grove, SA; 
D Lee, Matraville, NSW; V Popa, 
Matraville, NSW

Th e Australian Native Bee Book 

(March 2016) K Adams, Buddina, 
Qld; R Rodger, Emmaville, NSW; 
K Hoeff gen Smith, Spalding, WA; 
S Noble, Utakarra, WA; N Palmer, 
Buxton, NSW; H McInulty, Riddells 
Creek, Vic; J Honnery, Springwood, 
Qld; T Field, Bolwarra Heights, 
NSW; M Gallagher, Buninyong, 
Vic; J Ball, Woolgoolga, NSW; 
R Bernacki, West Launceston, Tas; 
B Summerville, Applethorpe, Qld. 
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GARDENING ON YOUR

radio
ACT
666 ABC Canberra 
Saturday 8.30–10am

NSW
92.5 ABC Central Coast
Saturday 9–9.30am
ABC Mid North Coast
Wednesday 10.30–11am, 
Saturday 9.30–10am 
1233 ABC Newcastle 
Saturday 9–9.30am
ABC New England North West
Thursday 9.30am, Saturday 8.30am
ABC North Coast 
Saturday 8.30–9.30am
ABC Riverina 
Wednesday 10.30–11am, 
Saturday 8.30–9am 
ABC South East 
Wednesday 10.05–10.30am, 
Saturday 9.05–10am
702 ABC Sydney 
Saturday 9–9.30am
ABC Western Plains
Thursday 9.35am fortnightly, 
Saturday 8.30–9am

NT 
783 ABC Alice Springs; 
106.1 ABC Tennant Creek 
Saturday 8.30–9am 
105.7 ABC Darwin 
Saturday 9–9.30am

QLD
612 ABC Brisbane 
Saturday 6–7am
ABC Capricornia; 630 ABC 
North Qld; ABC North West 
Qld; ABC Tropical North; 
ABC Western Qld; 
ABC Wide Bay
Friday 10–11am
91.7 ABC Gold Coast; 
ABC Southern Qld
Saturday 9–10am
ABC Far North 
Friday 10–11am, Saturday 8.30–9am 

SA 
Statewide 
Sunday 10.30am
891 ABC Adelaide; 
1485 ABC Eyre 
Peninsula & West Coast; 
639 ABC North & West; 
ABC South East 
Saturday 8.30am
999 ABC Broken Hill; 
1062 ABC Riverland
Saturday 9am

TAS 
936 ABC Hobart; 
ABC Northern 
Tasmania 
Saturday 9–10am

VIC 
774 ABC Melbourne; 
Local Radio Victoria
Saturday 9.30am
ABC Ballarat
Wednesday 6.40am 
monthly, Thursday 
10am fortnightly
1602 ABC South 
West Victoria
Thursday 7.20am fortnightly
ABC Central 
Victoria
Thursday 7.35am fortnightly
Alternate Thursday 10–10.30am 
fortnightly 
594 ABC Western 
Victoria
Tuesday 9.10am
ABC Mildura 
Swan Hill
Thursday 10–10.30am fortnightly
ABC Gippsland
Monday 10–10.30am
ABC Goulburn Murray
Tuesday 10.05–10.30am

WA
Statewide 
Wednesday 2.30–3pm
Saturday 9.05–10am

For details of programs on your 
local ABC station, call 139 994 
or visit abc.net.au/local

May 14
Costa Georgiadis looks at newly landscaped 
gardens at an RSPCA shelter in Sydney; 
Tino Carnevale visits a friend with a knack 
for growing tough perennials; Josh Byrne 
plants staple vegies to enjoy over winter; 
and Jane Edmanson visits a tiny inner-city 
garden that’s fi lled with a diversity of plants.

May 21
Costa Georgiadis visits Margaret Mossakowa, 
who lives, breathes, ferments, distils and 
dehydrates her garden; Josh Byrne creates 
an Australian native wildfl ower meadow; and 
John Patrick meets a gardener who’s used 
permaculture principals and French garden 
design skills to create a productive paradise.  

May 28
Jerry Coleby-Williams visits the wild and 
formal gardens at Government House in 
Brisbane; Landscape architect and MIFGS 
show garden judge Andrew Laidlaw 
explores this year’s show gardens; and 
Sophie Thomson visits a nursery to choose 
plants for her wildlife corridor garden.

June 4
Jane Edmanson explores a vast garden 
in Victoria with an abundance of fl owers, 
foliage and rare plants; Tino Carnevale has 
non-chemical techniques to add to your 
winter weeding arsenal; Sophie Thomson 
shows how to protect plants from frost.

June 11
Costa Georgiadis meets the designer 
bringing a historic hilltop garden in the 
Blue Mountains back to life; Angus Stewart 
gives us Australian native plant alternatives 
to exotic favourites; and Josh Byrne looks 
at an innovative composting facility.

TV
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directory
To advertise please phone 02 9901 6101    Email: aedwards@nextmedia.com.au

GIFT GUIDE

NEW COLOURS

FREE DELIVERY 
PH: 1800 726 687

$80 
ONLINE

New

(02) 6585 8115  or  1800 FRUITS
596 Littles Loop Rd, Rollands Plains, NSW 2441

3

WOW...!
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GIFT GUIDE

Our birds are laser cut from 
3mm Corten steel, which is 
designed to rust. The lovely 

rustic look and feel to the bird 
develops over time as it is 
exposed to the elements.

We consider our birds to be 
covert art - hammer one in 
to a lamp post or a tree in 
a public or private place to 
beautify and add value, at 

least it won’t offend.
www.metalbird.com.au

Dee Jackson
Australian artist, Dee Jackson, creates 
beautiful watercolour portraits. 
Commisions welcome.

Dee Jackson
Tel: 02 9416 2265 / 
+612 9416 2265
Mob: 0439 986 452 /
+61 439 986 452

Email: deejackson@deejackson.com.au
www.deejackson.com.au

Cooling 50+ UV
Gardening 

Sleeves
Hate sticky sunscreen when you garden?

NO MORE SUNSCREEN OR HOT LONG SLEEVES WHEN YOU GARDEN
Try new IceRays UV protective and cooling armsleeves, now being worn by
professional gardeners and landscapers. Great for the kids too when they
are outdoors, no need to apply sunscreen to their arms. Comfortable, with
no tight bands and no seams, they cool you off as you warm up, they come
in many great colours and are the only sleeves on the market that have been

tested by the Australian government UV testing body ARANSA to be 50+.

$29.95

Call 1300 025 939 

Get yours now at

www.icerays.com.au

Made from 
a special 
cool-tech 

fabric.
Fully 

tested and 
certifi ed to 
be 50+ UV 
Protection.
ONE SIZE 
FITS ALL

 enquiries@icerays.com.au

Clementine Sleepwear
comfortable, quality sleepwear

www.clementinedesign.com.au
info@clementinedesign.com.au

Toll Free No: 1800 336 153

5 Higgins Street
Bunbury WA 6230

Solid metal plaques traditionally 
crafted from modern materials. 
We can custom make a sign in 

4-5 weeks. Choose from 20 plates 
and more than 100 emblems.

Send for our free colour 
brochure or also available 

from over 30 outlets.

Custom-made House
and Business Signs

PO Box 650 
Matraville 2036
Ph/Fax: 02 9311 2266
Mob: 0418 638 665
www.austcastsigns.com.au

To Advertise
please call

02 9901 6101
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Powered by 8.75 professional briggs and Stratton engine.

Carry up to 200kg

Easy driving with hydrostatic drive

Articulated body means ease of access into small spaces

Fully Galvinised frame, and a poly tub RAT Barrow will
stand up to any weather and last a lifetime.

"RAT BARROW IS DESIGNED TO IMPROVE MATERIAL HANDLING AROUND THE 
HOME, FARM, VINEYARD AND STABLES" - PETER BOULTON (INVENTOR/BUILDER OF RAT BARROW)

Winner of the  Commonwealth Bank Innovation in 
Agricultural award at Farmworld 2014.

Winner of the 2013 Bendigo Inventor Awards for 
Agricultural and Environmental Sustainability.

Pate

THE WORLD’S FIRST RIDE 
ON WHEEL BARROW

www.ratbarrow.com.au

NOW AVAILABLE AT:

Ireland’s Machinery Pty LtdBrown Wigg
17-19 Dawson St Sale 3850
P: 5144 4441

65 Bowral Road Mittagong 2575
P: (02) 4872 1999

Sale
17-19 Dawson St Sale 3850
P: 5144 4441

Warragul
125 North Rd Warragul 3820
P: 5623 6911

Maffra
644 Stratford Rd Maffra 3860
P: 5141 1544
Yarram
191 Commercial Rd Yarram 3971
P: 5623 6911
Meeniyan
110-116 Whitelaw St Meeniyan 3956
P: 5664 0265

Bairnsdale
133 Bosworth Rd Bairnsdale 3875
P: 5152 1313

BrownWigg Store Locations

Contact Peter or Michelle Boulton 
Peter: 0427525997   Michelle: 0447451429
Email: info@ratbarrow.com.au

Professional Gardening Tools
Australia-wide delivery!

Over 1600 products at
www.forestrytools.com.au

or call for our 2016 catalogue
Tel: 02 9417 7751
Fax: 02 9417 7426

PO Box 870
Willoughby
NSW 2068

Felco Pruners & Loppers

Felco 4-$74, Felco 2/8/9/11-$90
Felco 6-$83, Felco 7/10-$108

Felco 12-$104, Felco 100-$100
Felco 220-$240, Felco 231-$240
Full Felco range + spares in stock High Limb Chain Saw

Hand operated high limb chain 
saw. 1.2m blade on 6m ropes 

with throw weight. 
Made in USA. $80 

Dramm Watering Products

Professional US made watering 
products including wands, valves, 
nozzles and guns. 61cm classic 

wand + 400PL head pictured $36

Grass & Edging Shears

Large selection of hedge shears, loppers and saws!

Telescopic handles
 Grass - $65; Edging - $65

Barnel Telescopic Pole Saws

Ideal for high branches and palm fronds.
460mm Samurai steel blades. 

3 sizes: 1.8-5m $300;  
2.3-6.3m $360; 2.3-7.5m $500

Over 120 tree & gardening books

YOUR WASHING DRY?
Purchase a

Fulcrum Mobile
Clothesline and
get ALL of your

washing dry,
whatever the

weather is like.

Ph: 0409 442 100
W: fulcrummobileclotheslines.com.au

• Full rotary size - 40 to 60m of line
• Fully mobile on wheels with brakes
• Move with the washing still on

WANT TO GET
Chicken Coops

Ph: 1800 817 745 www.RoyalRooster.com.au

Coops are made with aluminum frames & galvanized mesh
Optional wheels, fox proof floors, weather shields & Colorbond
Coops for 2-10 chickens, priced from $495 + freight (Aust wide)

Drinker and Feeder Sets
No wasted feed or dirty water!
Save time and money feeding
your chickens. Now with feeder
rain cover. From $70 + postage.

UALITY AUSTRALIAN MADE
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JUST ONE MOULD PAVES
r

Order online, we ship Australia wide daily
See all our mould designs & “How To” videos at:

WWW.PAVERMAKER.COM

DIY GARDEN
EDGES $2/m

’

r

DIY PAVING $10/m2
pathways  patios  gazebos  any colour

Country Stone mould

European Block mould

50% OFF!4 x Country Stone
Moulds (43x43cm)$89 delivered!!!

View the entire Glenview range online at   
www.glenviewproducts.com.au
For more information call Bob on 02 9449 9892

Outdoor Artwork
Stylish and Practical
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Grow-Fresh Greenhouse Display Centre
3-5 Lillian St, North Geelong VIC 3215.

ORDER ONLINE OR CALL US TODAY 02 4758 8305

Designed and Made 

in Australia

Custom

Signs

Unique 

Garden

Art 

WHEN QUALITY MATTERS!

www.thepottingshedtools.com.au
info@thepottingshedtools.com.au p/0429891755

The Potting Shed

stock an extensive

range of fine quality

expertly crafted

gardens tools,

gardening accessories

and gifts. From the UK

and around the globe.

A BRILLIANT, SIMPLE AND LONG
LASTING WAY TO MAINTAIN

TIDY GARDEN EDGES.
EverEdge flexible steel garden edging is easy to install, bends 
to virtually any shape, suits all soil types and is available in a 

variety of colours and depths.

EverEdge is made from 1.6 mm gauge mild steel galvanised 
and powder coated or with a Cor-Ten® rusted finish.

www.everedge.com.au
Tel: 0488 010 203
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Your own indoor garden

Gain light
space and

transform your
home in one

easy step with
no fuss or

mess!

It fits inside
your existing

window frame

www.gardenbay.com.au

1800 811 635Aust Wide
Free call...
Kitchens · Bathrooms · Laundries · Living Rooms

Perennialle Plants in Canowindra is a unique nursery offering 
a rare collection of frost and drought tolerant shrubs and 
perennials, sourced from around the world to enhance your 
garden. 

The website, perennialle.com.au, is an online nursery offering 
plants for mail order delivery. Plants are carefully packaged 
and posted weekly to New South Wales, the A.C.T., Victoria, 
Queensland and South Australia. 

Enter the code GARDENINGAUSTRALIA at the online checkout 
for a 10% discount on your next order.

52 Rodd St, Canowindra NSW

e: plants@perennialle.com.au                                  ph: 0427077798

ON SALE NOW

subscribe online anytime

mymagazines.com.au
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FINEST NURSERIES

Specialist growers  
of Japanese Maples.

250 grafted  
varieties.

Cool Climate Trees  
& Shrubs, Conifers,  

Ornamentals & 
Bonsai (Open 7 

days) Gory’u Japanese 
Gardens

Open by appt 
ONLY!

MAPLE SPRINGS 
NURSERY AND 

JAPANESE GARDENS

85 Baaners Lane Little Hartley,  
2790 Blue Mts NSW

Ph: 02 6355 2140 Mob: 0414 879 082
Email: maplesone@bigpond.com

Our new season of 
Roses and Fruit Trees  
are now available  
through our online store.

www.trewallyn.com.au
247 Wises Rd, Bundaberg 
QLD 4670

CERTIFIED SEED

TASMANIAN

Traditional and Unusual Varieties 

03 6237 0102   PO Box 88, Rokeby, Tas 7019
www.taspotatoes.com.au info@taspotatoes.com.au

www.pinemountainnursery.com.au
442 Russells Road, Pine Mountain Qld 4306
Ph: 07 5464 3976 Mob: 0409 277 790

Specialist breeders of Agapanthus, Clivia and warm climate bulbs.

Watergarden nursery in the Lower Hunter Valley with acres of ponds and display
gardens featuring waterlilies, lotus, waterplants carnivorous plants and other rare
and collectable plants.

Closed July
Ph: 02 49380230

47 Wallis Creek Lane, Mulbring NSW 2323
www.walliscreekwatergarden.com.au 

Open 9-5
Friday to Tuesday

Wallis Creek Watergarden
Wholesale, retail and online shop

Specialising in all types of roses including latest releases,  
rare and old fashioned varieties as well as many hard to find  

David Austins, Delbards, Generosa, Meilland, Kordes and Thornless.

ORDER NOW FOR 2016

Order 2016 New Release “WE WILL REMEMBER THEM”

  
www.limestonecoastroses.com.au

Ph: 08 8723 1325

Green ERoses

www.greeneroses.com.au

Specialist Rose 
Nursery

400 Galston Road, 
Galston 2159 

(02) 9653 1745

Ph: 03 9751 1395
1 Monash Ave Olinda VIC 3788

Golden Ray Gardens
of LILIUM BULBS

ASIATICS LA’S TRUMPETS ORIENTALS ORIENPETS
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Over 25 varieties of grafted
Japanese Maples

(Inc Weeping varieties) $25 each
$15 for postage and handling 

for any quantity.
Japanese Maples
MAPLES X MAIL, 
248 Spraggs Rd, Toolangi, 3777
www.maplesxmail.com.au
Ph: 03 5962 9248

Japanese MaplesOrganic Medicinal
Herb & Vege Seeds

280 varieties available
Add to your income. Become

a medicinal herb grower.
Information Book pack $22

34 Erlandsen Ave
Sorrento Vic 3943

pleasanceherbs.com.au

Two FREE
Seed Packs with

every order

KING OF
FLOWERS
Advanced generation hybrid tree 

peonies offer a wide range of colour as 
seen in a rainbow. Demand by keen 

gardeners and breeders over the world 
are high. Hybrids bred in Australia over

40 years by us are up to the tenth
generation. They have better fertility and
tolerance to the drought environment. 
Hundreds of varieties are displayed in 

Peony Garden website. 

www.peonygarden.com.au
Email: gardenofpeonies@gmail.com

New Gippsland 
Seeds & Bulbs

SUPPLYING VEGETABLE, HERB 
& FLOWER SEEDS SINCE 1923

PO Box 1 (120 Lewis Rd) Silvan VIC 3795 
Ph: (03) 9737 9560   Email: info@newgipps.com.au

Web: www.newgipps.com.au
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GARDEN & BEYOND

FOR A FREE INFORMATION
PACK, SEE CONTACT
DETAILS BELOW:

Finally, a complete “D.I.Y
treatment. No more pest
needed. As easy as 1-2-3
1

2

3

Install Superway Termite Ba
around your property & inspe
every 2-3 weeks.

As soon as the Baiting Statio
active. Apply the Termite trea
the station. (Superway owned & AP

Termite colony destroyed – r
Baiting Station

KILL TERMITES
THE EASY WAY!

“DIY” Termite Baiting System and
White Ant Termite Bait

www.howardproducts.com.au

 1800 672 646

Kids Play
on wood
and with 
wood

Play it safe
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FOR THE SERIOUS GARDENER

HE660

XE560

www.deutschermowers.com.au
Ph 03 5339 5708

CHIPPER
SHREDDER 650

Made in Australia

Available now by calling 02 8877 0361
or via organicgardener.com.au

Kneeling Pads
and

gloves NEW

available in
four designs

GLOVES $49.90 
includes wrapping and delivery

KNEELING PADS 
$39.90

 includes wrapping and delivery

Your chooks will just love...

ALL NATURAL SUPPLEMENT BLOCK
peckabloc

Contains: Humates, Kelp, 
Omega 3, Shell-Grit, fine 
Stone Grit, plant derived 
minerals and much more. 

Smaller PECKABLOC available.

Ideal for caged birds and 
backyard chooks. Made 

from organic ingredients.

To order call 
0428 822 019  or visit 

www.peckabloc.com.au

WEED
SLICERTM

 Long aluminium handle with plastic grip
 Tough serrated steel blade
 Lightweight but rugged
Rips out weeds of all sizes

 Handles come in six beautiful colours

To Order
call 
0428 822 019
or visit 
www.weedslicer.com

IDEAL
FOR 

AGEING GARDENERS 
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Joy and Bliss...

rt Classes
otanical

         ou are a passionate gardener, 
 and often thought how lovely it would
     be to learn to draw and paint your 
 favourite plants, then join our group of 
 enthusiasts. For information please call:
 Helena Karnolz-Langdon on 02 96385117
  04 98055617 or  hkw8@bigpond.com
For beginners and advanced students
 Commissions, limited edition prints, gift boxed stationery & cards   

100% 
Guaranteed to work

MINERAL 
SUPPLEMENTS & 

PROBIOTICS 
FOR YOUR SOIL 

Makes for 
Healthier Plants

HOME STUDY 600+ COURSES, HUGE RANGE!
ACS Principal John Mason 
- Author & horticulture personality
NEW EBOOK RANGE: www.acsbookshop.com
Landscaping, Gardening, Plant Varieties, Permacultur
Organics, Poultry, Self-Sufficiency... and much more!
Talk to an expert for FREE for best course choice.
ACS DISTANCE EDUCATION est 1979. Ph 07 5562 1088
Email: admin@acs.edu.au Web: www.acs.edu.au

END OF SUMMER SPECIAL ON AUSTRALIA’S
No. 1 SNAKE REPELLERS!
Buy 2 for just $89 and receive a FREE 
360 degree insect and pest repeller 
valued at $49!! Free postage too!

Do you want to get 
rid of TERMITES?
Are you afraid of what it will cost you?
Don’t pay someone else thousands of $$$ when 
you can DO IT Yourself for a few hundred $$! 

• ON GROUND 
• IN GROUND 
• EXTERIOR WALLS

• INTERIOR WALLS 
• SHEDS  
• YARDS 

• FENCE POSTS  
• STUMPS
• STABLES & MORE!

Here’s your answer!! Exclusive to EBC.
The Ground breaking new multi-purpose EBC TERMITE NINJA 
SYSTEM lets you KILL termite nests anywhere on your property.

IT TRULY IS AS EASY as:

No other system is as adaptable to your needs!

 
FREECALL 1800 858 977  www.envirobug.com.au

To Advertise
please call

02 9901 6101

Bon Trading Co

For all clearing problems
Firebrakes

Sterilising. Ideal
on paths, fences,

along edges,
and rockeries

ESTROY WEEDS
the modern way

WITHOUT
he use of poisons

Box 82, Woollahra 2025
Phone: (02) 9331 2510
Name:.......................................
Address: ..................................
www.flameguns.com.au

KILL WEEDS
ORGANICALLY

with a

SHEEN
FLAMEGUN

0413 886 720 
www.frenchhousenumber.com

Genuine  
French Enamel 
House Numbers

www.adirondackchairsaustralia.com.au     02 4464 2992

ADIRONDACK CHAIRS
‘Rolls Royce in quality’



CLASSIFIEDS

African Violets

AFRICAN VIOLETS – If you would

like more information contact:  

The Secretary, The African Violet

Association of Aust Inc.

8 Wangalla Road, 

Riverview, NSW 2066

Ph: (02) 9427 5407

JANES AFRICAN VIOLETS

Min 6 leaves. 

Send 4 stamps for catalogue.

Nursery by appt only.

18 Homestead Dr, 

Wauchope, NSW 2446

Ph: (02) 6585 2683

www.janesafricanviolets.com.au

Aquatic plants

Waterlilies & pond plants.

Printed catalogue available.

Send 2 x $1.00 stamps to

WATERGARDEN PARADISE

PO Box 7039, Bass Hill, NSW 2197

Ph: (02) 9727 2622

www.watergardenparadise.com.au 

Bromeliads

Beginner to collector.

See the range of pups

and small plants

www.mailorderbroms.com.au

Bulbs

Van Diemen Quality Bulbs

Specialty bulb growers.

Time to think about bulbs.

Order your tulips, iris, liliums etc here.

Send for your free catalogue to:

363 Table Cape Road,

Wynyard, Tas 7325

Ph: (03) 6442 2012

Fax: (03) 6442 2582

Email: manager@vdqbulbs.com.au

www.vdqbulbs.com.au

TULIPS WITH A DIFFERENCE

Free Colour Bulb Catalogue. Quality

Autumn/Spring/Summer Flowering Bulbs 

Tulips, Dutch Iris, Daffodils, Alstromeria,

Hyacinths, Liliums, Hippeastrums, 

Daylilies, Gladiolus, Rhubarb, Asparagus,

Lily of the Valley etc.

294 Chambers Road, Boyup Brook,

WA 6244 - Ph/Fax: (08) 9767 3069

Email: lyn@wabulbs.com

www.wabulbs.com

Cacti & Succulents
Excellent collection. 

40 named varieties, separately labelled 

for only $40. Post Free. Quality plants, 

good varieties, wide range of types and 

colours, including some echeverias. 

Sorry mail order only.

Prompt delivery. 17 page list available. 

Order and payment to:

Mildura Succulent Supplies

Box 756, Mildura 3502

Clivias
Plants, seedlings, offsets and seeds

Rare, special types and colours

CLIVIA MARKET

Lilydale, VIC 3140

Ph Lisa: 0417 087 667

www.cliviamarket.com

Conifers
CONIFER GARDENS NURSERY

Also Maples, Magnolias and Dogwoods.

254 Mount Dandenong Tourist Rd,

Ferny Creek, Vic 3786. 

Ph: (03) 9755 1793

www.conifer.com.au

Cool Climate Bananas
The stunning Himalayan dwarf Banana-

The Golden Lotus Banana, is finally 

available in Australia. This is a Flower 

Lovers must! www.thegoldenlotus.com.au

Frangipanis & Brugs
Australia’s biggest and best selection

Mail order – Australia wide

Ph: (07) 4097 0065

www.sacredgardenfrangipanis.com.au

Fuchsia/Hydrangea
100’s Vty’s of plants by M/order

Free $5 start up Voucher

Ph: (04) 3839 3578

www.brenlissaonlinenursery.com.au

Geraniums 
Geraniums. 200 Varieties

30 = $65, 60 = $115. 

Post free to all states

Ph: Roger (08) 9470 2345  

See pics on net

www.geraniumcottage.net

Hippeastrums
The largest range of Hippeastrums in

Australia. Open public mid Sept to mid

November. Send 4 x $1.00 stamps for

list. ‘Maguires Hippeastrum Farm’,

409 Kiel Mtn Rd, Woombye, QLD 4559.

Ph: (07) 5448 5640 

Fax: (07) 5448 5700

Email: maguireshippyfarm@bigpond.com

www.maguireshippeastrumfarm.com

Hoyas
LIDDLES NURSERY - HOYAS

send SAE to: Liddles Nursery

PO Box 794, Mareeba, Qld 4880

Ph: (07) 4093 3176

Email: davidjliddle1@bigpond.com

Irises
SUNSHINE IRIS NURSERY - over 600

varieties of bearded iris and daylilies,

 including rare vintage varieties. 

Posts to all states in Aust, 

full colour catalogue and shop online: 

www.sunshineiris.com.au

 or call Mandy: 0429 857 085

Ferndale Iris and Daylily Nursery

85 Caloola Road, Newbridge, NSW 2795

Catalogue Available. No WA or TAS

Ph: (02) 6368 1058

Email: kellycr@activ8.net.au

Tempo two Nursery

IRISES, 60- PAGE

COLOURED CATALOGUE

Listing hundreds of varieties of

Tall, Dwarf & Median Bearded Iris.

Catalogue is $5.00 posted,

refunded on first order.

TEMPO TWO NURSERY -

Po Box 1109, Pearcedale, Vic 3912

Ph: (03) 5978 6980 Fax: (03) 5978 6235

Email: tempotwo66@bigpond.com

www.tempotwo.com.au

Irrigation
WEATHER-RESPONSIVE SOLAR 

POWERED IRRIGATION 

for all small watering applications! 

 www.waterwand.com.au 

Perennials
BOTANICAL TREASURES NURSERY 

Mail Order: Cottage Garden Perennials 

Ballarat, Victoria 

www.botanicaltreasures.com.au

I import and grow rare plants for my 

garden. Many of these grow well in  

both temperate & cold climates.  

When I have enough to spare I list  

them online so it’s well worth  

visiting my website. 

www.lynnsrareplants.com.au 

Ph: (02) 4784 3101

Roses
THE ROSE PARADISE

109-115 Shannon St,  

Box Hill Nth, Victoria 3129 

Ph: (03) 9898 5594

Specialist growers of all types of roses.

Available as advanced plants.

Professional advice.

www.theroseparadise.com.au

Ladybird Roses

www.ladybirdroses.com.au

Mail order roses and rare plants

Ph: 03 5904 3332 

e: sales@ladybirdroses.com.au

Salvias/Pelargoniums
Waterwise bright colour.   

Newer & old fashioned varieties.  

Mail order only - sorry no Tas or WA

Get catalogue by E-mail on 

kbasiaco@iprimus.com.au  

or for $3 paper catalogue phone 

Ph: 0404369848 

Seeds
Australian Wildflower Seeds Nindethana

Seed Service P/L 

PO Box 2121, Albany, WA 6331. 

Ph: (08) 9844 3533

Fax: (08) 9844 3573

www.nindethana.net.au

Largest selection of native seed.

Small packets to bulk quantities
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Actual size of bag is approximately 23cm wide at the top x 33cm wide at the bottom x 23cm tall

Back View

Heart charm 
features a 

sparkling Fairy 
Wren silhouette!

Stylish & Versatile:
•  Zippered main

compartment
•  2 interior

slip pockets, 
a zippered pocket 
for metal feet

Includes a detachable, 
adjustable 152cm shoulder strap©2016 The Bradford Exchange Ltd. A.B.N. 13 003 159 617 403-NIN03.01

Like a glittering jewel, the Fairy Wren brings an elegant grace wherever it goes. Now, it’s 
sublime beauty inspires the “Fairy Wren Handbag,” a stylish designer fashion accessory, 
exclusively available from The Bradford Exchange. Hand-crafted of soft, pebbled faux leather 
in a chic colour block of grey, black and sapphire blue, our “Fairy Wren Handbag” is a designer
must have at a truly affordable price! 
The front provides the perfect showcase for the prized art of Joy Scherger who introduces a
pair of Superb Fairy Wrens savouring a quiet moment in their garden haven. A Red-Winged 
Fairy Wren joins them in the tranquil scene which continues on the reverse with another pair
of Fairy Wrens bringing their sapphire brilliance to your own personal style! A locket-style heart 
charm etched with a Fairy Wren motif adds an extra designer touch. Double faux leather 
sapphire blue handles as well as a removable, adjustable cross-body strap create an accessory 
that is as functional as it is fashionable. A zippered main compartment, interior accessory 
pockets and metal feet complete the design.

Exceptional Value... Money-Back Guarantee
This fashion essential is just $179.95 which can be yours in fi ve 
easy, interest-free instalments of $35.99, plus $19.99 postage 
and handling, backed by our 30-day money-back guarantee. 
Remember, you won’t fi nd this design in stores. To reserve 
your bag, send no money now. Just return the coupon or go 
online today at www.bradford.com.au/fairywren

 Showcases the 
acclaimed artistry of Joy 

Scherger, Australia’s 
premier wildlife artist

C ttthhh yyou the c lll elegance of ouur ved garden visarr

THE BRADFORD EXCHANGE
Please Respond Promptly

YES! Please reserve the “Fairy Wren” Handbag for me as described in this
advertisement. I understand I need pay nothing now.

Please allow up to 10 business days for delivery. All sales subject to product availability and reservation acceptance. Credit 
criteria may apply. Our privacy policy is available online at www.bradford.com.au. From time to time, we may allow carefully 
screened companies to contact you. If you would prefer not to receive such offers, please tick this box. ❑

Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms ______ First Name: _______________________________

Surname: ___________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________

_______________________________________ Postcode: ___________

Phone:  ____________________________________________________

Email: ____________________________________________________

Please select your preferred reservation option:

1.  MAIL  no stamp required, to:

The Bradford Exchange, Reply Paid 86369
Parramatta NSW 2124

or 2.  PHONE: Toll-Free 1300 725 103
8am-5pm E.S.T Mon – Fri

or 3.  ONLINE at www.bradford.com.au/fairywren  
quoting promotion code: 84657

isitorisito Only from

The Bradford Exchange
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t he big pict�e

T
here is simply nothing memorable
about June in my garden. Not a single
plant chooses this month as its peak
of bloom. Anything that happens to

be in flower is a leftover from an earlier month,
the garden equivalent of the larger proportion
of my fridge contents – past its best, but not
quite ready to be thrown out.

As is the way of these things, when the
reality is at its least appealing, the dreaming
is at its most potent. Short, cold days amplify
the effect and fortify my conviction that
gardening is largely vision-driven.

It’s likely that your plans for your garden,
like mine, look much better in your head than
they ever turn out in reality. The difference
between the two is not a sign or symptom of
your failure as a gardener. The truth is that
the dreaming, however unrealistic it may be,
is the only pathway to success.

It’s not only novice gardeners that have to deal
with the disconnection between their delicious
desires and the sobering reality. I could show you
pictures of plantings of mine that I’m confident would
blow your socks off, but if you could see how much
better those plantings were when I dreamt them up,
you might reassess my level of success.

My experience is that I’ve got to aim super-high.
What I achieve will never be more than a subset of
my dreaming, so in order to achieve more, I have to
dream of a lot more again.

For too long we’ve allowed talkback radio to imply
that good gardening is primarily a process of problem
solving – the faster I can identify a plant-sucking bug

or invading weed and apply the precise antidote,
the more likely it is I’ll achieve my perfect garden.
This makes little more sense than to suggest that
as long as I know the finest raw turpentine to add to
my oil paints and how to correctly prepare a canvas,
Picasso’s Guernica is a natural and simple outcome.

Every artist I know is vision-driven and faces
technical challenges only when, and if, they arise.
So I’m indulging in dreaming for a bit, in the firm
conviction that I’m making the best use of this
otherwise dismal month in my cool climate. Better
still, it’s an important garden process that can be
achieved under a duvet or beside an open fire. GA

Michael blogs at thegardenist.com.au

“ In order to achieve 
more, I have to dream 
of a lot more again”
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Let your imagination run wild when plotting 
your garden, advises MICHAEL McCOY, as the 
reality will always fall shy of your expectations

dream on



bowelcanceraustralia.org

GET BEHIND IT!
Bowel Cancer Awareness Month

Support Bowel Cancer Australia this June



STRAWBERRIES ARE TASTY AND ALL
NATURAL, NOT GENETICALLY MODIFIED

NAT ONALLY AVA LABLE JUNE JULY N ALL
QUAL TY GARDEN OUTLETS

PINEBERRY
PIN

EBERRY
STRA

W
BERRY

BU
BBLEG

U
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W

BERRY
BUBBLEBERRY

TM

BERRY UNITED

The beautiful white strawberry with a sweet pineapple tang.

The little, pink heirloom strawberry with a mild bubblegum flavour.

The plump, juicy red strawberry with raspberry characteristics. 

RA
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STRA
W

BERRY
STRASBERRY

TM

BERRY UNITED
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