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EDITOR’S NOTE

A WORD FROM
THE EDITOR

Nur Atifi | PC.com Editor

W hat an exciting month it has been; 
product launches and announcements 
galore! We could hardly contain 
ourselves this month as the PC.com 
Team got to play around with a 

variety of new entries in the field. Our Wire section is 
bursting with news of the latest and greatest, ripe for 
the picking. 

Of course, with the hugely successful launch of the 
Apple iPhone 7 in October, we couldn’t very well leave 
our readers without some reading material. Though we 
are all (bar one person on the team) Android fans, we’ve 
compiled a list of must-have iPhone 7 accessories in 
this month’s Gizmos. 

Speaking of shiny, new things, we’ve brought First 
Look back and it’s looking rather dapper, if we do say 
so ourselves.  Read about the uber sexy Philips Fidelio 
B8 Soundbar, ultra-compact DJI Mavic Pro and practical 
EZVIZ Alarm Kit.  

Do check out our Cover Story as well; this time 
around we pull our focus towards drones and its many 
applications. In the piece, we explore the history of 
drones and how it came to be a popular choice for 
hobbyists and professionals alike.

As always, our Tested section is chock full of gadget 
reviews, from the all-new innovative Lenovo Yoga Book 
and Sony Playstation VR to sublime ear/headphones for 
audiophiles. 

We are also continuing our search for the best 
smartphones of 2016. For November, we look towards 
finding a balanced mid-range device…something that 
we think our readers could appreciate. Head on over to 
Showdown for this five-way battle between honor, ZTE, 
ASUS, Oneplus and OPPO. 

Our more serious segments for November contains a 
mix bag of goodies. Industry players comments about 
the recently tabled Budget 2017, and it has to offer, 
along with an interview with webe and how it’s doing 
things differently from other telco players in Malaysia. 

The Gametime segment is particularly exciting this 
month. Read about our thoughts on Shadow Warrior 2, 
FIFA 17 and Mirror’s Edge: Catalyst…you won’t regret 
it. 

As we close another chapter of 2016, PC.com would 
like to wish all our Hindu readers a Happy Deepavali and 
to our fellow Malaysians, enjoy the food and festivities.

 
Till we meet again next month, happy reading. 



sign up now at
webe.com.my

Price excluding 6% GST. Terms & conditions apply.

never-ending data, calls & SMS
with no contract
The webe mobile plan is now made even simpler at one f lat rate 
for everyone with no contract. So, bid farewell to quota plans. It’s 
time to experience never-ending freedom with webe mobile.
#webenow

79RM

for everyone
limited time offer
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INBOX

Write In And Win!

From Zaki Zulfadli

Hello PC.com, can you suggest which medium budget and good performance 
graphics card is suitable for my PC to play computer games?

STALK US ON                  http://facebook.com/pcdotcomd               http://www.twitter.com/pcdotcom

 Stand a chance to win 

 Send your mail to editor.pcdc@reach.com.my and please be 
 sure to include your full name and address for our record 

A MYSTERY GIFT!

WRITE 
& WIN!

Reply

To   Zaki Zulfadli

From PC.com Editor

Subject 

Hello Zulfadil, thanks for your question! Some good performance graphics cards that are affordable would be 
the AMD Radeon RX 480 at RM 1,249 and the NVIDIA GTX 1050 Ti ranges between RM 700 ~ 800. Hope this 
helps!

Hello Azri, you’re in luck! For this month’s issue, 
our Showdown is all about mid-range smartphones! 
Simply flip to page 85 to see which mid-range 
smartphone we chose as the winner.

If you can still place your trust in Samsung, the Galaxy S7 
Edge would be the ideal replacement seeing as it shares a 
very similar software experience and features. 

However, if you’re looking around the Android market, the 
Huawei Mate 8 is also a viable choice as its display screen 
is actually larger compared to the Note 7. The OnePlus 3 is 
also a good choice as not only is it cheaper but you will get 
very similar results in terms of performance.

What would you recommend for a mid-range 
smartphone?

I just had to return my Samsung Galaxy Note 7 after 
the whole explosion incident. What would be a good 
replacement for it?

Mohd Azri

Chan Wei Liang

LETTER 
OF THE 
MONTH
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Full Steam Ahead
Canon Malaysia celebrates 20 years of leadership with a bang

anon Marketing (Malaysia) 
Sdn Bhd celebrates 20 
consecutive years as the 

No. 1 Inkjet Printer Brand in the 
country by launching a total of 13 
new printers in five of its printer 
model range. 

The new additions, namely 
from the PIXMA Ink Efficient E & 
G series, PIXMA All-in-One Photo 
Printer, MAXIFY Business Inkjet, 
and imageCLASS Laser printer 
lines, come equipped with the latest 
innovative enhancement targeting a 
wide range of end-users. The launch 
invites members of the media, as 
well as 200 of its dealers from 
across Malaysia to experience the 
13 new models first-hand. 

According to its newly appointed 
President and Chief Executive 
Officer, Andrew Koh, the decision 
to hold the launch in Penang is 
due to it being the strongest and 

C biggest branch in a outside of Kuala 
Lumpur. He adds: “And much like 
the cuisine you find in Penang, 
our newly launched Canon printers 
offers something for everyone.”

“The release of 13 new printers 
express Canon’s commitment to 
give our varied user segments – 
home, SOHO and government or 
corporations – the best and latest 
features, packaged in high quality, 
value-added cost-saving devices. 
It’s also our way of celebrating with 
our loyal users by making available 
a range of printer solutions with 
distinct specifications to cater to 
their growing needs,” shares Jeffrey 
Kung, Assistant Director of Consumer 
Imaging and Information Division.

Elaborating further about its 
success in Malaysia, Kung reveals 
that eight out of the 13 printers 
launched are from its inkjet printer 
segment, catering to SOHO and 
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“With our consumer imaging 
and information expertise, 
we have an added advantage 
on delivering the best 
customer experience.”- Kung

SME sectors. The company has also 
expanded its high-end laser printers, 
namely the imageCLASS LBP351x 
and LBP352x, offer corporations 
or government entities impressive 
print speeds of 55 and 62 ppm 
respectively – making them the two 
fastest printers in the imageCLASS 
range thus far. This is timely for 
Canon Malaysia as it embarks on its 
Canon2u programme, which started 
mid-2016.

The programme entails the 
company hosting roadshows across 

Malaysia, inviting corporations and 
government agencies to experience 
Canon solutions first-hand. So far, 
Canon Malaysia has hosted 20 
events, engaging 12,000 people and 
output more than 6,000 printouts, 
with more events expected to 
happen come 2017.

Aside from enterprise-level 
printers, Canon enhances its photo 
printing portfolio with the new and 

improved PIXMA All-inOne Photo 
Printer TS8070 and TS5070. 

“Being a digital imaging expert 
and leader, we would like to use our 
expertise to provide our customers 
an integrated experience – from 
cameras to printers,” opines Kung. 

“With our consumer imaging and 
information expertise, we have an 
added advantage on delivering the 
best customer experience.” 

From left to right : Jeffrey Kung, Assistant Director of Consumer Imaging and Information Division and Andrew 
Koh, President and Chief Executive Officer of Canon Marketing (Malaysia )
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Projecting Innovation
Epson unveils world’s first 3LCD 25,000 lumens laser projector

Projecting Innovation
dding to its list of 
technological breakthroughs 
and industry firsts, Epson 
Southeast Asia (SEA) 

introduces its latest laser projector, 
the EB-L25000U, which offers users 
25,000 lumens of colour brightness 
and white brightness – delivering 
spectacular image quality for outdoor 
and large venues.

“The EB-L25000U is Epson’s 
highest lumen projector and helps to 
significantly expand our presence in 
the high brightness projector market. 
We have steadily increased our line-
up of projectors and with our laser 
projectors, we are better able to meet 

A the needs of the high-end segments 
within the region,” says Siew Jin 
Kiat, Regional General Manager 
(SEA), Printers & Visual Instruments 
Division, Epson Singapore.

According to Amy Kwa, Head 
of Department (SEA), Projector 
Division, Epson Singapore, the 
projector offers customers three 
key advantages, namely superior 
image quality, high durability and 
installation flexibility. She shares 
that its use of a laser light source 
contributes to a high contrast ratio 
of 2,500,000:1 – providing absolute 
black and vivid colour. Additionally, 
this allows for the projector to 

WIRE
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"...the 
projector to 
require no 
warming-up, 
thus reducing 
the waiting 
time between 
start-up and 
projection to 
an instant."

require no warming-up, thus 
reducing the waiting time between 
start-up and projection to an instant.

The projector is also capable of 
delivering bright and vibrant images 
for extremely long periods; users are 
able to operate it continuously up 
to 20,000 hours. This is all thanks 
to its 3LCD panel technology and 
a phosphor wheel, made up of 
inorganic materials. Moreover, it is 
designed to last, as the EB-L2500U 
is fitted with 4K-ready lenses and 
paired with a 4K Enhancement 
feature – making the projector a 
future-proof investment.

In terms of installation flexibility, 
the projector is durable in an array of 
conditions, where it is able to rotate 
and tilt 360-degress in all directors. 
In fact, Epson has done a drop test 
and the projector has emerged 
unscathed. The EB-L2500U is largely 
(no pun intended) ideal for rental 
and staging, as well as permanent 
large venue installations. Epson 
is also targeting the government 
and education sectors respectively, 
shares Siew.

Alongside the launch of the 
EB-L2500U, Epson SEA introduces 
its latest augmented reality smart 
glasses in the region. The Moverio 
BT-300 features cutting edge 
silicone-based OLED digital display 
technology, enabling the device to 
be the lightest see-through binocular 

smart glasses in the market. It is 20% 
lighting than its predecessor, the BT-
200, and will be available in SEA within 
2017Q1, says Alvina Lim, Department 
Head (SEA), Smart Glasses Business 
Unit, Epson Singapore.

It also announces its collaboration 
with leading maker of drones, 
DJI, to develop applications for 
the BT-300 smart glasses that will 
enhance safety, productivity and 
piloting experience for hobbyists and 
professionals alike. 

Using the optimised DJI Go app 
for the BT-300, drone pilots are now 
able to see crystal clear, transparent 
first person views (FPV) from the drone 
camera – all while simultaneously 
maintaining line of sight with their 
aircraft. The Espon-DJI partnership is 
timely as businesses look to expand 
the use of drones for a variety of aerial 
photography and videography purposes. 

At the end of the one-day launch 
event, members of the media and 
event attendees from all over 
Southeast Asia became spectators 
to a special performance at the 
historic Prambanan Temple – a 
UNESCO world cultural heritage 
-  in Yogyakarta, one that combines 
dance performance by a local troupe 
and projection mapping showcase 
using Epson’s range of laser light 
projectors. It was truly a sight, and 
a great way to demonstrate the 
potentials of its products. 

15
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JI revolutionises personal 
flight with the introduction 
of its portable, powerful 
and easy-to-use drone. 

The Mavic Pro features DJI’s most 
innovative flight technology in a 
sleek, foldable package that enables 
creative fun wherever you go. 

It is small enough to toss in a 
bag and easy enough to launch 
quickly whenever the time and place 
are right. Its unique folding design 
compresses the entire drone to 
practically the size of a water bottle.

Personal Flight Revolutionised
DJI launches its new easy-to-use Mavic Pro drone in Malaysia

D "...foldable package that enables 
creative fun wherever you go."

The compact body of Mavic Pro 
holds a drone built for uncompromising 
performance. Equipped with a stabilised 
4K camera and a visual navigation 
system, with a 7km range and 
27-minute flight time, Mavic Pro sets 
the new standard for compact drones.

“DJI has spent a decade making it 
easier for anyone to fly, and by rethinking 
everything about how a drone looks, 

we have created an entirely new type 
of aerial platform for anyone to explore 
their creativity,” says Frank Wang, DJI’s 
CEO and founder.

The ultra-portable Mavic Pro can 
be operated by the powerful long 
range remote controller, or simply by 
your smartphone at shorter range. 
When controlled by a smartphone, 
the whole system can be set up and 

airborne in less than a minute to 
capture every key moment.

Its retail price will be US$999 
with the remote controller included, 
and US$749 without the remote 
controller. Additional Mavic Pro 
Intelligent Flight Batteries will 
cost US$89. A Mavic Pro Fly More 
Combo, which includes a Mavic 
Pro, two extra Intelligent Flight 
Batteries, extra propellers, a 
charging hub, an adapter, a car 
charger and a shoulder bag, will be 
available for US$1,299. 
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ell delivers some of the 
best visual experiences 
with InfinityEdge screens 
and vibrant graphics for 

writing the first chapter of your 
future career, learning about a 
country you’ve never been to, binge-
watching your favorite TV programme 
and more. With multiple sizes, 
colors and configurations, Dell’s 
new PC lineup has every individual, 
student and family covered for 
their entertainment, computing and 
content creation needs.

“At Dell, we’re constantly 
striving to provide the best viewing 
experience for all of our customers – 
no matter which line of products they 
choose,” says Raymond Wah, senior 
vice president, Consumer Product 
Marketing, Dell. 

“The latest additions to the XPS 

D and Inspiron lines with industry 
leading InfinityEdge displays blend 
performance and portability and 
deliver the viewing experience Dell is 
renowned for.”

The Inspiron 15 5000 Laptop comes 
with a new and thinner design to 
make it extremely portable while still 
remaining extremely functional. Its 
FHD display comes with TrueColour to 
make everything that appears on your 
screen look beautiful. It also comes 
with an optional infrared camera with 
Windows Hello that lets you log in 
through facial recognition. The laptop 
is running on the latest Intel 7th Gen. 
i7 processors with a lot more storage 
space to store everything you need 
and want.

Moving over to delivering 
something for Dell’s gaming segment, 
the next generation Inspiron 15 7000 

“...constantly striving to provide 
the best viewing experience for 
all of our customers – no matter 

which line of products they 
choose,” says Raymond Wah, 

senior vice president, Consumer 
Product Marketing, Dell. 

Gaming notebook in the brand’s new 
and aggressively designed notebook. 
It offers gamers another option in 
equipping themselves for the game, 
where it comes with rear thermal outlets 
with extra-capacity heat exchangers, 
which are connected by oversized 
piping to dual cooling fans with high-
efficiency blade pitch – engineered 
specifically to handle Intel’s latest 6th 
Gen. H-series quad-core mobile CPUs 
and NVIDIA’s latest GeForce GTX 960M 
discrete graphics with 4GB of exciting 
quick GDDR5 memory.

The XPS Tower, on the other hand, is 
Dell’s latest product to be VR-ready as 
it is built with the latest 6th Gen. Intel 
Core processors up to i7 Quad-Core 
and overclock K-sku options and up 
to 64GB DDR4 memory. It also comes 
with NVIDIA’s latest graphics card, the 
GeForce GTX 1080, which is the most 
advanced gaming GPU ever created, 
powered by the high-performance, 

energy-efficient new NVIDIA Pascal 
architecture. The XPS Tower is 
also equipped with the Intel Smart 
Response Technology, which gives 
you the large storage capacity of a 
hard drive with the responsiveness 
of SSD and also comes with a 
redesigned chassis, which is 27% 
smaller than its predecessor. 

Delivering Amazing Visual Experience
Dell introduces new line-up of laptops and XPS tower

18
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n an adrenaline and fun-filled 
party, FunSportz Sdn Bhd – 
the exclusive importer and 

distributor of GoPro equipment from 
the USA proudly brings to Malaysian 
enthusiasts the HERO5 Black and the 
HERO5 Session and a collection of 
new accessories to stoke out users’ 
creativity and content capture with 
every GoPro camera. 

Available at selected distributors, 
the GoPro HERO5 Black and HERO 5 
Session are priced at RM1,849 and 
RM1,399 respectively. With these 
new products, GoPro is delivering 
their promise to make it easy to 
capture and share engaging stories. 

In addition to significant gains 
in performance and convenience, 

Storytelling Has Never Been Easier
GoPro latest cloud-connected Hero5 now available

I GoPro’s all-new HERO5 line of cameras 
can auto-upload photos and videos to 
GoPro Plus, a cloud-based subscription 
service that makes it easy to access, 
edit and share GoPro content anytime, 
anywhere using a phone or computer. 

Offloading and enjoying footage 
from a GoPro is now as easy as 
plugging it in to charge. When a 
HERO5 camera is charging, it can 
auto-upload photos and videos to 
GoPro Plus. Editing and sharing has 
never been easier with this game-
changing experience. GoPro Plus 
costs US$4.99 per month after a free 
trial; it is currently only available 
in the United States. Availability in 
additional markets will begin from 
January 2017. 
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KL Photography Festival 
OPPO Showcase

Stunning photographs taken with OPPO F1s

PPO partners with the 
Kuala Lumpur Photography 
Festival this year, entailing 
a three-day exhibition that 

showcases the capabilities of their 
Selfie Expert, the OPPO F1s, to the 
general public. 

At the festival, professional 
photographers Jessica Chan and 
Kevin Ng shares their experience on 
using the F1s and its rear camera is 
able to produce print-quality images. 
The F1s’ 13MP rear camera and Pure 
Image 4.0 software allows for some 
extremely vivid photographs to be 
taken. Additionally, OPPO displays the 
artwork of professional photographers 
and contest winners at the exhibition 
throughout the event.  

O

Photo by Kim Teoh

Photo by Jessica Chan
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t the stroke of midnight on 
14 October 2016, Maxis 
embarked on the 24-Hour 
Maxis Everywhere Express, 

Malaysia's largest 24-hour iPhone 7 
delivery operation, where 400 phones 
were delivered to customers located 
across the country. 

All in all, Maxis fulfilled close 
to 2,000 phones nationwide in the 
span of 24 hours, covering both 
self-collection and deliveries. 
This includes city centres such as 
Georgetown, Penang, as well as 

Express Delivery
Maxis Delivers 400 iPhone 7 nationwide at stroke of midnight

A

Morten Lundal, Maxis CEO (3rd from left), personally delivering the iPhone 7 to Jezzriq 
Bin Eddie Kismilardy, a keyboardist for the band Hydra (2nd from left), during the 24 Hour 

Maxis Express Delivery.

Mathanan A/L Mohan (centre), was the first Maxis customer to collect his iPhone 7 
Plus at the KLCC Maxis Centre at midnight. With him are Tan Cheong Tatt, Maxis’ 
Head of Branded Channel Operations (left) and Kelum Weliwatta, Maxis’ Head of 

Retail, Channel Productivity & Strategic S&S Programme (right).

locations as far as Semporna, 
Sabah and smaller towns such as 
Jerantut, Pahang. 

Among the 800 Maxis 
employees who took part in the 
midnight delivery was Maxis CEO, 
Morten Lundal, who surprised 
Jezzriq (Jezz) bin Eddie Kismilardy, 
a keyboardist for the band Hydra, 
with his brand new iPhone 7 while 
he was performing together with 
his band. 

“I'm ecstatic to get my hands 
on the iPhone 7. I am also truly 

honoured to have received the 
phone from Maxis' CEO himself. 
Thanks Maxis for the personal 
delivery!” says Jezz. 

Amid the many customers who 
received their iPhone at midnight 
was Noel Fong from Semporna, 
Sabah. A Maxis customer for 10 
years, Noel is a big Apple fan and 
wanted to be among the first to 
own the iPhone 7. 

“It was exciting to get my phone 
personally delivered to me at 
midnight. It’s something different 

that I’ve never experienced 
before!” he says. 

For those who have yet to 
collect their phones, Maxis 
has expanded to over 100 self-
collection locations nationwide 
– including all Maxis Centres and 
Maxis Exclusive Partners outlets. 
To avoid wasting time going from 
store to store checking on stocks, 
the telco has a stock checker app 
that provides hourly updates on 
which nearby stores carry the 
model and colour. 

80 Years of Innovating
RICOH celebrates anniversary with MSC Status award

(Left-Right): Lee Choon Heng, General Manager for Service Division of Ricoh Malaysia Sdn Bhd, 
Nick Tan, General Manager of Marketing of Ricoh Malaysia Sdn Bhd, Peter Wee, Managing 
Director of Ricoh Malaysia Sdn Bhd and Alice Lee, Sales Director for Business Technology 

Division of Ricoh Malaysia Sdn Bhd

ICOH takes two steps forward 
with the announcement of 
being awarded MSC Status 
at its 80th Anniversary 

celebration party. Adding to the glitz and 
glamour of the event, RICOH showcases 
its latest innovations in the industry.

“Throughout our history, we have 
pride ourselves in being providers 
of solutions through sparks of 
inspiration and hard work while we 
developed and nurtured creativity 
and innovation among our global 
RICOH family,” says Peter Wee, 

Managing Director of Ricoh Malaysia 
Sdn. Bhd. 

“In Malaysia, we have always 
felt a sense of responsibility to be a 
reliable solution to enrich lives and 
drive businesses forward. Therefore, 
attaining the MSC Status this year 
acts as a base for us to continue doing 
what we do best for the future.”

Showcasing the latest 
developments, Drawing Digital 
Signage and 3D Printers at the 
anniversary celebrations, guests had 
the opportunity to have a true RICOH 
experience first-hand. Within the 
Innovation Sections, 360 Projections 
take viewers through an immersive 
environment, a virtual walkthrough 

powered by the Ricoh projectors. 
Besides that, through Ricoh Interactive 
White Board and an A4 Multi-Functional 
Printer Corner with Caricature, guests 
received their own caricature drawn 
especially on the Ricoh Interactive 
White Board. Additionally, Interactive 
White Board D6500 allows users 
to highlight and share instantly on 
presentation materials. 

R
A walk through of Ricoh’s history and 

successes over the decades
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Ready, Steady, Action!
Sony introduces its two new action camera models

ony launches its new line 
of action cameras at the 
active leisure park known 
as District 21, located at 

IOI City Mall, Putrajaya. The FDR-
X3000R 4K Action Cam as well as 
the HDR-AS300 Full HD Action Cam 
comes with Sony's patented B.O.SS 
technology, which has already been 
implemented across its premium 
Handcam range and will now feature 
on the Action Cams as well.

Sony's B.O.SS technology allows 
its two new Action Cams to remain 
stabilised, no matter what sort of 
environment it goes through. The 
days of recording videos with jerks or 
jumps are over as Sony's new Action 
Cams will also be able to record 
in 4K while remaining completely 
stabilised, ensuring every video 
captured is perfect. The new Action 
Cams also come with a  minimalist 
design while also remaining 

S
completely mobile and mountable, 
allowing you to mount it onto the 
dashboard of your car, your bicycle or 
even be held in the palm of your hand 
with the right accessory.

These new models also come 
with Sony's latest Live-View Remote 
which is approximately 30% smaller 
compared to its predecessor and can 
be attached to mount accessories 
such as the optional Handlebar Mount 
using the supplied mount adapter. The 
Live-View Remote can be worn like a 
wristband and can also be attached to 
various optional accessories like the 
Shooting Grip or the all-new Finger 
Grip by Sony. The Live-View Remote 
allows you to be in total control of the 
shooting settings including power on/
off and start/stop recording without 
having to touch the camera at all.

The FDR-X3000R and the HDR-
AS300 are powered by the same 
BIONZ X processor, which can be 

found in Sony's flagship a7 cameras 
and are optimised for use in the 
Action Cams. Compared to its current 
models, these two new models come 
with an Exmor R CMOS sensor and the 
new ZEISS Lens, which will deliver a 
more natural image with significantly 
less distortion. 

This combination of image sensor 
and processor allows the Action 
Cams to deliver a full pixel readout 
without pixel binning for truer 
colours and far less 'jaggie' effects. 

Both models also come with a built-
in stereo mic with a Wind Noise 
Reduction feature, allowing you to 
not only record your videos in crisp 
and clear 4K recording, but also crisp 
and clear audio as well. 

Taking the FDR-X3000R and 
the HDR-AS300 to anywhere with 
water is also an ideal location as 
both models are designed with a 
splash-proof body as well as a fully 
waterproof Underwater Housing that 
is effective up to 60 meters. 

"Sony's B.O.SS technology 
allows its two new Action 
Cams to remain stabilised, 
no matter what sort of 
environment it goes through." 
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"And as a special bonus for Pixel 
owners, Google is including free 
unlimited storage for original quality 
photos and videos at full resolution in 
Google Photos."

oogle announces the Pixel, 
a direct competitor to the 
Apple iPhone 7. Many will 

know of Google’s Nexus phones, but 
this is different. This is a smartphone 
done 100% by Google.

With Pixel, Google obsessed 
over every detail, from the industrial 
design to the user experience. They 
carefully sculpted the surfaces of 
the phone, and rounded the edges to 
make it easy to grip. They used 2.5D 
Corning Gorilla Glass 4 on the front 
display and back glass to accent the 
aerospace grade aluminium body.

The glass on the back also 
features Pixel Imprint, our fingerprint 
sensor, which is placed on the back of 
the phone where your finger expects 
it. You can even swipe it to access 
your notifications.

Pixel features a 12.3MP camera, 
featuring an f/2.0 aperture and big 
1.55 micron pixels to capture lots 
and lots of light. Pixel’s camera lets 
you take stunning photos in low 

P PPS Sales Sdn. Bhd. 
reveals its next generation 
of HP DeskJet Ink 
Advantage All-in- One (AiO) 

printers, the ideal device for the style 
savvy, always connected consumer.

Designed for digital natives 
who want to print from Facebook, 
Instagram and more, the HP DeskJet 
Ink Advantage 3775/3776/3777 is 
half the size of other inkjet all-in- 
one printers in its class. Recently 
named one of TIME Magazine’s 
50 Most Influential Gadgets of 
All Time, the redesigned DeskJet 
offers easy printing from a 
smartphone or tablet. 

The newly launched HP DeskJet 
Ink Advantage printers come in a 

Meet the Pixel

Phone to Print Seamlessly

A new iPhone 7 killer by Google

All-in-one inkjet printers made for digital natives

G

H

light, bright light or any light. And 
as a special bonus for Pixel owners, 
Google is including free unlimited 
storage for original quality photos 
and videos at full resolution in 
Google Photos.

It comes with the newest Android 
operating system, Android 7.1 
Nougat. Phones will get software and 
security updates as soon as they’re 
available, directly from Google, in 
addition to Google Duo and Allo. 

Pixel comes in two sizes, 5-inch 
or 5.5-inch, and three colours: 
Very Silver, Quite Black and U.S. 
limited edition, Really Blue. Pixel 
is available for pre-order starting at 
US$649 in the U.S., U.K., Canada, 
Germany and Australia. 

variety of vivid hues, including Electric 
Blue, Sea Grass Green and Cardinal 
Red. Bringing in a fresh design to fit 
today’s modern homes, the printers 
feature a white base that easily 
blends with any home décor.

“Consumers crave tiny, wireless 
devices that fit into their lifestyle 
and enable them to stay connected, 
social and productive wherever 
they may be,” says Kym Lim, 
Managing Director, HP PPS Sales 
Sdn. Bhd. 

“HP’s new DeskJet turns the 
traditional consumer printing 
experience on its head with its 
innovative, fun design and intuitive 
mobile connectivity from virtually 
any device or social network.” 

From left, Yuen Lai, Business Director for Print Category, HP PPS Sales Sdn 
Bhd, Diane Fong, Market Development Manager, Inkjet Printing Systems, HP 
PPS Sales Sdn Bhd, Kym Lim, Managing Director, HP PPS Sales Sdn Bhd
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s part of its continued commitment 
towards providing safer and more 
convenient access to transportation, 
Grab introduces its instant messaging 

platform embedded within the app: GrabChat. 
Malaysia is pioneering the release and Grab is the 
first ride-hailing app in Southeast Asia to provide 
instant messaging.

“GrabChat makes it easier and quicker for 
passengers and drivers to commence their rides by 
allowing seamless communication between them 

 Grabbing Opportunities

Improvements Ahead

A “GrabChat makes it 
easier and quicker 
for passengers and 

drivers to commence 
their rides..."

Southeast Asia’s first of its kind in-app messaging platform

Budget 2017 sets direction for TM’s broadband offerings

without leaving the Grab app or incurring mobile 
charges. Our latest feature solves a commonly 
encountered gap where communication between 
drivers and passengers helps to commence a ride 
by locating one another or informing an estimated 
arrival time. We’re seeing an increase in 
passengers using Grab beyond one country and the 
availability of GrabChat will help drivers without 
international calling capability communicate with 
foreign mobile numbers,” says Tan Hooi Ling, Co-
founder of Grab. 

elekom Malaysia Berhad (TM) 
announces its Broadband 
Improvement Plan for 2017, 
as part of the company’s 

initiative to provide Malaysians with 
greater value broadband offerings.

Under the Broadband Improvement 
Plan, TM’s Home customers will be 
enjoying higher broadband speeds 
at a better value. With the plan in 
place, it will enhance the nation’s 
average broadband speed and bring 
the price per Mbps down for the 
benefit of the Rakyat. This is in line 
with TM’s position as Malaysia’s 
Convergence Champion, with the 
most comprehensive suite of fixed and 
mobility broadband value offerings.

T

“The (Budget 2017) addresses 
specific measures to strengthen and 
advance the digital economy with 
the aim of enhancing the country’s 
prosperity in a balanced, fair and 
inclusive manner…The added focus 
in increasing reach, quality and 
affordability creates a path towards 
the realisation of our long term digital 
transformation journey supported 

by convergence. We are pleased 
that the Government recognises 
that Broadband is one of the key 
components that contributes to the 
nation’s Digital economy growth,” 
says Tan Sri Zamzamzairani Mohd Isa, 
Group Chief Executive Officer, TM. 

The Broadband Improvement 
Plan will initially benefit TM’s 
home customers in the High Speed 

Broadband (HSBB) and Sub-urban 
Broadband (SUBB) project areas. 
Under the initiative, the average 
broadband speeds for residential 
UniFi customers will be doubled at 
the same price. 

Eligible customers nationwide 
will begin enjoying the upgrades in 
stages, starting from January 2017 
onwards. In addition, TM will also 
be introducing a new greater value 
broadband package offering for non-
UniFi customers in 2017. 

"...it will enhance the nation’s 
average broadband speed and bring 

the price per Mbps down for the 
benefit of the Rakyat."
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ffering professional quality colour printing 
in a small footprint, OKI introduces its 
latest A4 colour printer model - the C532dn 
– under its C500 Series range. 

The printer boasts of being ultra-fast, powerful 
engine that is set to improve productivity within 
businesses of every size – from small to medium 
sized businesses (SMBs) and workgroups.

Bringing Forth a New Standard
The all-new C532dn uses LED technology - a 
stronghold of OKI - to bring new standards in terms of 
print quality, which makes it possible to print all sorts 
of business materials in-house and on demand. This 
in turns helps businesses reduce and save cost, time 
and storage space, and enables a faster response to 
market changes. 

 Despite its size, OKI is not one to compromise 
on print quality or functionality. Offering true 
1200x1200dpi print resolution together with 
outstanding print technology, the C532dn is easily 
capable of producing professional-looking materials. 

ADVERTORIAL

O Clients and business partners alike will be impressed 
that they are produced in-house. 

The c532dn also comes with duplex printing as 
standard and boasts flexible media handling. This 
printer is capable of handling stock up to 220gsm and 
sizes from A6 to banners up to 1320mm in length. In 
addition, paper tray options can bring paper capacity 
up to a maximum of 1,410 sheets (80gsm). 

There are toner options to meet the demands of 
different types of users too. For heavy users, higher 
capacity toners are available, thereby reducing 
interruptions and downtime.

Users can also experience greater productivity 
and connectivity with the C532dn as you can print via 
Gigabit Ethernet, mobile printing from smartphones 
and tablets with Google Cloud Print 2.0 as well as 
AirPrint by Apple

Business in Mind
While quality, efficiency and productivity are 
important criteria for businesses when choosing 
a printer, document security remain to be one of 

the top priorities. The C532dn incorporates the 
latest security features as standard, including 
Private Print to help keep confidential documents 
safe, optional Card Release for viewing print 
jobs before selecting which ones to print, and 
Internet Protocol Security (IPSec) compliance 
which ensures that documents are safely sent and 
received.

Moreover, set-up, use and maintenance of 
the C532dn colour printer is simple and friendly. 
To make things simpler for SMBs, who may or 
may not have a dedicated tech team, OKI offers 
video guidance for the installation and changing 
of consumables. The printer also comes bundled 
with a one year on site warranty; users can simply 
register their device online.

New colour printer is all set to improve productivity for small businesses and workgroups
RAISING THE BAR
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irst unveiled at IFA Berlin, the 
Acer Swift 3 is the first of the 
new series of ultra-thin and 
lightweight laptops to be made 

available to Malaysians. Measuring 
17.95 mm thin and weighing just 1.5 
kg, the Acer Swift 3 comes in a solid 
all-aluminium chassis. 

The symmetrical, perfectly 
rounded-corner design gives the 
device a solid image that is sleek at 
the same time. Users can fully enjoy 
an immersive computing experience 
thanks to the 14-inch display, which 
is larger than most of the ultra-slim 
laptops on the market.

This lightweight laptop is 
powered by a 6th Generation Intel® 
CoreTM i5 processor, making it the 
ideal device for mobile computing 
and incredible productivity. In 
addition to offering lower power 

eats EP on-ear headphone is 
an ideal introduction to the 
brand for any music lover 
seeking a dynamic listening 

experience. Powered by fine-tuned 
acoustics for incredible clarity, breadth 
and balance, it’s the ideal introduction 
to Beats for any music lover.

It is tough, lightweight and 
comfortable, with its frame reinforced 

Slim and Lightweight

Delivering Premium Sound

F

B

"...tough, lightweight and 
comfortable, with its frame 
reinforced with stainless steel and 
adjustable vertical sliders allow for 
personalised comfort..." 

 Beats EP on-ear headphones masterfully tuned 

Acer Swift 3 now available in Malaysia

consumption and better CPU 
performance, the processor also offers 
enhanced graphics for a complete 
multi-media experience.

Other premium features include 
USB 3.1 Type-CTM port which 
supports fast data transfer, display 
output and to charge the laptop, and 
a HD webcam with High Dynamic 
Range. There is also a backlit 
keyboard paired with a large 72 mm 
touchpad to provide ample room to 
navigate and manoeuvre. 

Available in two colour options, the 
Sparkly Silver and the Luxury Gold, the 
Acer Swift 3 is priced at RM2,899.   

"...an immersive computing 
experience thanks to the 14-inch 
display, which is larger than most of 
the ultra-slim laptops on the market."

with stainless steel and adjustable 
vertical sliders allow for 
personalised comfort – designed 
for everyday use. Its battery-free 
design offers unlimited playback 
and hassle-free fixed cable lets 
you focus on the music. 

The Beats EP is currently 
available in Black, Red, Blue and 
White, priced at RM400. 
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oday, one of the most common 
problems plaguing home internet 
users is poor Wi-Fi connectivity. Even 
medium sized apartments commonly 

have Wi-Fi deadspots in places, and many 
routers just aren’t equipped to deal with 
more than a handful of devices. 

Netgear, provider of home networking 
that powers today’s smart home, is delivers 
a whole new way to experience Wi-Fi with 
the Tri-band mesh network of the Orbi WiFi 
System. 

Orbi enables high-speed Wi-Fi to be 
accessible throughout your home and 
property, eliminating dead zones. It is the 
easiest way to enjoy high-speed Wi-Fi 

ADVERTORIAL

T

 

throughout the entire home, including the 
patio, by the pool, up in the attic and even 
down in the basement.

An industry first, Orbi by Netgear is 
the only system to leverage Tri-band WiFi, 
which has the unique capability of providing 
a dedicated wireless channel between the 
Orbi router and each Orbi satellite. This 
means it can deliver maximum speeds no 
matter how many devices connect.

The installation of Orbi is designed with 
simplicity in mind and is completed with 
a few clicks from any mobile device or 
browser. Intended to act as a full-featured 
router, Orbi can plug into your gateway or 
modem. If you would like to upgrade the 

WiFi on your service provider gateway, 
simply plug Orbi into your existing gateway 
and enjoy.

The Orbi Kit includes two devices, a router 
and a satellite, that are pre-paired together 
for an easy out-of-the-box set-up. There is 
no need to guess the proper placement of 
the satellite nor is there a need to locate it 
within line-of-sight of the router. 

Simply connect the Orbi router to 
your internet modem or service provider 
gateway, and place the Orbi satellite in a 
location that is in the centre of the home. 
Within minutes, you’ll have a single, secure, 
high-performance WiFi network all under 
one network name.

 

The Netgear Orbi solves it in no time

SICK OF WI-FI DEADSPOTS AT HOME?
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Casio Targets Selfie Lovers
Taking selfies to new heights

he new Casio EX-FR200 and 
EX-ZR5000 are the latest 
addition to the brand’s 
digital imaging product 

line, where it is targeting all the 
selfie lovers out there. The EX-
FR200 takes an entire 180-degree 
image with the press of a button, 
capturing the whole background 
including the user and companions, 
no matter what angle of view, 
while the EX-ZR5000 features an 
upgraded 19mm super wide-angle 
lens and Wide View Photo mode to 
deliver expansive and high-impact 
scenic photographs.

“It is our hope and vision to take 
away the monotony and limitations of 
selfie taking using a smartphone camera 
and encourage users to see the vast 
capabilities that our digital cameras 
bring to the global phenomenon of 
selfies. We wish to keep reminding 
users that Selfie is Casio and Casio is 
Selfie,” says Takashi Niida, Manager 
of Global Strategic Marketing Division, 
Casio Computer Ltd.

The EX-FR200 and EX-ZR5000 
retails at RM2,399 and RM1,949 
respectively. Both models are 
expected to be in the market by the 
end of October 2016. 

T
"...encourage users to see the vast 
capabilities that our digital cameras bring 
to the global phenomenon of selfies."

 Flying High
Parrot Drones introduces a new series of drones

arrot Drones launches its 
latest line of drones that will 
appeal to the mass market 
of drone enthusiasts. First off 

the bat is the Parrot Disco drone, the 
first easy-to-fly, fixed-wing drone that 
provides the ultimate fully immersive 
flight experience. The ultra-lightweight 
Parrot Disco is not only powerful, it also 
displays airborne performances at an 
impressive feat. With up to 45 minutes 
of flight time, the Parrot Drone can also 
reach a top speed of 80km/h.

Next off the line is a first-person 
view (FPV) pack for the Parrot Bebop 
2 drone, which will offer an immersive 
experience with high-tech, intuitive and 

easy-to-transport products that will be 
accessible for everyone. The Bebop 2 
is a compact, robust and stable video-
recording drone, weighing at only 
500 grams. The Bebop 2 also comes 
with an FPV headplay known as the 
Parrot Cockpitglasses, which uses your 
smartphone and plunges the pilot into 
the thick of the action by live streaming 
whatever the Bebop 2 records in real 
time. You can also stay in control 
of the Bebop 2 at all times with the 

Parrot Skycontroller 2, which can be 
connected through the use of Wi-Fi. 
This lightweight and compact remote 
control comes with customisable 
precision joysticks and buttons, offering 
a theoretical range of up to 2 km.

To ensure Parrot Drones are able of 
appealing to people of all ages, it also 
came out with two new, high-tech and 
playful Minidrones known as the Parrot 
Swing and the Parrot Mambo to enrich 
the Parrot Drone family. The Parrot 

Swing is the first drone to come with 
vertical take-off and is also capable 
of switching from quadricopter mode 
to plane mode in a flash. The Parrot 
Mambo is a transforming drone that 
comes with connected accessories to 
catch and throw objects and projectiles.

Lastly, the Parrot Pot is the only 
new entry that isn't a drone but seves 
a more practical household function. 
This smart pot automatically waters 
your plants while measuring and 
analysing the parameters critical for 
growth. It also regulates your plants 
water consumption when you are 
away, ensuring it receives just the right 
amount of water. 

P "With up to 45 minutes of flight time, 
the Parrot Drone can also reach a top 

speed of 80km/h."
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Expanding Capabilities
WD adds SSDs into portfolio

estern Digital 
Corporation adds 
WD Blue and WD 
Green solid state 

drives (SSDs) into its offering -the 
first WD-branded SATA client 
SSDs. The new SSDs complement 

the company’s industry leading 
family of hard drives for PCs and 
workstations, providing a full 
portfolio of WD storage devices for 
virtually any application.

The ultimate solution for 
building DIY PCs, extending the life 

of current PCs or upgrading existing 
storage, the WD Blue and WD Green 
SSDs boast near-maximum speed of 
SATA drives, best-in-class endurance 
and MTTF and WD Functional Integrity 
Testing (F.I.T.) Lab certification, resulting 
in quick boot times and increased 
program responsiveness. Consumers 
benefit from the combination of reliable 
storage with an industry-leading 1.75M 
hours MTTF, coupled with reduced 

power and less heat when compared 
to HDDs. 

Both include free, downloadable, WD 
SSD Dashboard software, which allows 
continuous performance and capacity 
monitoring. For consumers who are 
looking for instant-on responsiveness, 
durability, low power consumption, and 
ultra-thin, ultramobile form factors, the 
WD Blue and WD Green SSDs are the 
perfect options. 

W

"...allows continuous 
performance and capacity 
monitoring." 

For Better 
Productivity and Creativity

Samsung Galaxy Tab A (2016) now comes with S Pen

amsung Malaysia Electronics 
announces the availability 
of Galaxy Tab A (2016) with 
S Pen in Malaysia. Boasting 

10.1-inch immersive screen and paired 
with Samsung’s signature S Pen for 
the best Note experience, the Galaxy 
Tab A (2016) with S Pen promises 
a world of enhanced productivity 
anytime, anywhere.

The tablet has a built-in internal 
memory of 16GB and is equipped with 

a MicroSD slot to expand the storage 
for another 256GB. With this huge 
storage size, users can save large 
presentation files, copious amount 
of notes and artworks, as well as 
thousands of photos; and still enjoy 
more of their favourite music, movies 
and games on-the-go.

The newly launched device is 
available at Samsung Experience 
Stores nationwide. Offered in Black and 
White, the tablet retails at RM1,599.  

S
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Diving into Security
 M3 Tech ventures into wireless home security technology

arking a new 
milestone for M3 Tech, 
the company signs an 
Exclusive Distribution 

Agreement contract as sole 
distributor of EZVIZ in Malaysia. 
With crime rates escalating, home 
and business owners have started 
to take preventive measures 
to address this issue including 
installing security devices to 
monitor their premises.

Feeling safe and secure in 
your own home is priceless but 
you can now purchase peace of 
mind from M3 Tech as we have 
launched a new range of quality 
smart security devices by EZVIZ, 
that allow users to connect and 
access all their sensors, alarms 
and cameras wirelessly anytime, 
anywhere - a first of its kind in the 
Malaysian market.

Executive Chairman of M3 
Tech, Mark Chew says: “As the 
EZVIZ brand has taken off to a 
flying start in several countries 
nationwide, we see great potential 

M

in this brand and how it would 
benefit us Malaysians. We do see 
the growing demand in security 
cameras and we are here to solve 
just that.” 

The EZVIZ system consists 
of various components including 
wireless CCTV surveillance 
cameras, motion detectors, panic 
buttons, and sensors that can 
be effortlessly installed by the 
average user. The sleek and stylish 
designs will not look out of place 
in a nice modern home or office. 

"Feeling safe 
and secure in 
your own home 
is priceless but 
you can now 
purchase peace 
of mind from M3 
Tech..."

aster read and write speed to enable faster 
application launch and system boot up time, 
runs cooler, runs longer on battery as well as 
resist data lost from bumps are the known 

significant advantages of solid state drives over the 
traditional hard drives. Yet not every SSD available on 
the market is bundled with a proper upgrade kit to make 
SSD upgrade a pleasant experience. 

The Transcend SSD+ Upgrade kit is bundled with 
all the necessary hardware and software to make 
SSD upgrade hassle-free and enjoyable experience for 
all. Existing HDD or SSD doesn't go to waste after the 
upgrade, as it can be converted into a portable USB 
3.0 storage device with the bundled StoreJet 25CK3 
enclosure that comes with an outer rubber case and 
an inner rubber shock absorber for optimum protection 
against shock and vibration. 

Easy Upgrade
Transcend SSD+ Upgrade Kit makes it convenient to upgrade

F
The upgrade kit also features a one-touch backup 

function that utilises the Transcend Elite software to 
synchronise important data to the drive with a single 
touch on the backup button on the enclosure.

Data migration from current HDD or SSD to a 
new SSD can also be easily done with Transcend's 
advanced SSD software tool in just a few clicks. 
It also features other advanced features such as 
monitoring SSDs health status with S.M.A.R.T. 
technology, enabling TRIM command for the 
optimum transfer speeds, and keep your SSD's 
firmware up-to-date. 

"Data migration from current 
HDD or SSD to a new SSD 
can also be easily done..."
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n 21 June 2016, Mark Zuckerberg, 
Facebook’s CEO, posted a message on the 
social network, celebrating an Instagram 

landmark. The photo and video-sharing platform, 
which is owned by Zuckerberg’s company, is now 
enjoyed by more than 500 million active monthly users.

He said: “This is a tribute to Kevin Systrom and 
Mike Krieger’s vision, and to people everywhere 
who have opened a window into their world – from 
big events to everyday moments. Thanks for making 
Instagram such a beautiful place.”

So far, so good, and plenty of reason for the social 
network superstar to be happy. However, this seminal 
moment was quickly forgotten. Why? Well, there was 
what proved to be an interesting picture attached to 
the post, with Zuckerberg holding a cardboard cutout 
of an Instagram post.

Again, fairly rudimentary. However, behind him, 
on his desk, sat what is thought to be his personal 
MacBook. Not only was the audio jack covered with 
tape, so too was the built-in webcam. Needless to say, 
it caused quite a stir online. What was going on?

Webcam security: a very real 
thing
Our collective understanding of cybersecurity is 
improving slowly but surely. This is a positive 
thing, as the threat of cybercrime is growing by 
the day. So much so that security professionals 
have admitted to being very concerned by its 
rapid rise.

O

Webcam Security
Understanding this modern day threat

However, there are definitely some gaps 
amongst the computer using populace. One of 
the positive things to come out of Zuckerberg’s 
unintentionally viral Facebook post is that it raised 
awareness of webcam security and associated 
vulnerabilities, which has only very recently become 
an area of real concern in circles outside of the 
information security industry.

Moreover, in today’s increasingly connected, 
Internet of Things enabled world, it’s going to be 
more of a problem than it is today. In which case, 
we can all welcome the upswing in webcam security 
visibility, courtesy of the social network pioneer. It 
started with coffee.

The origins of the webcam are surprisingly quirky. 
Researchers at the University of Cambridge in the UK 
wanted to ensure that they could always guarantee 
they’d always be able enjoy a cup of coffee with little 
effort. However, with multiple individuals working 
on multiple floors, it was a game of luck – the pot 
was located in one location and it was not visible to 
most people. As such, the pot could be full, empty or 
somewhere in-between.

This proved to be rather disquieting to the 
researchers, so a couple of them decided to rig up a 
camera in the room to monitor the coffee pot. In turn, 
this could be observed by all concerned parties via the 
university’s internal computer network. This was the 
start. The web breakthrough came in November 1993, 
when Dr. Martyn Johnson built a script around the 
captured images.

“And so,” the BBC reported a few years ago. “It 
was that the grainy images of a rather grubby coffee 
pot in a university lab were written into computer 
science folklore, as the first ever webcam.”

explOitatiOn Of Webcams
Expectedly, this technology, which has since evolved 
to offer us online video conversations, remote 
conferencing capabilities and the ability to vlog, has 
attracted the attention of cybercriminals. If exploited, 
through the installation of a remote access tool, for 
example, it can offer unscrupulous individuals a high 
degree of ‘access’ to our homes and the most intimate 
and mundane aspects of our lives.

As with most successful malware, the victim is 
usually unaware that anything is amiss, meaning 
cybercriminals can spy on people from a remote 
location comfortable in the knowledge nobody knows 
what they are up to. And all because of a technology 
that is now a fundamental part of your smartphone, 
tablet or personal computer.

As independent security analyst Graham Cluley 
noted last year: “Virtually every computer sold today 
comes with a dirty little secret: it can spy on you. 
What’s more, if attackers can infect your computer with 
malware, they can hijack your webcam and secretly 
watch you too – regardless of whether they’re based 
down the street or on the other side of the world.”

However, in some instances, attackers will let 
their victims know that they have been watching 
them. Why? Well, in some instances, it’s to do with 
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NEWS
grOWth Of cybercrime is 
‘ruthless’
Cybercrime has established itself as a permanent 
fixture in 21st century life, with the number of 
incidents and victims continuing to rise with 
dogged determination. This is according to a 
new report from Europol, which stated that this 
“relentless growth” is being fuelled by an increase 
in the number of cybercriminals and the highly 
profitable opportunities they are looking to exploit.

at least 15% Of hOme 
rOuters are unsecured
ESET has tested more than 12,000 home routers of 
users who agreed to share their data anonymously 
for statistical purposes.

The results prove that 15% of the tested 
routers used weak passwords, with “admin” 
left as the username in most cases.

About ESEt tEchNology:

Read more about these and other security news at: www.welivesecurity.com

During the test, common default 
usernames and passwords, as well as 
some frequently used combinations, were 
tested. It’s disturbing that more than one in 
seven of such simple simulated attacks was 
successful.

facebOOk privacy 
settings hOax 
resurfaces again
A Facebook privacy settings hoax that 
has been around since at least 2012 has 
resurfaced, claiming that private photographs 
and messages are going to be made public.

The message urges Facebook users to 
copy and paste a warning to their walls to 
protect their private photos and messages.

explOit blOcker 

Exploit Blocker is designed to fortify often 
exploited application types on users’ systems, 
such as web browsers, PDF readers, email client 
or MS office components. It adds another layer 
of protection by using a completely different 
technology, compared to techniques focusing 
on detection of malicious files themselves...

Instead, it monitors behaviour of processes 
and watches for suspicious activities that 

are typical for exploits. When triggered, 
the suspicious behaviour is analysed and 
the threat might be blocked immediately on 
the machine. Certain suspicious activities 
are processed further in our cloud systems, 
which gives Exploit Blocker the potential to 
protect users against targeted attacks and 
previously unknown exploits, so called zero-
day attacks.

deviant behavior, as demonstrated by the case of 
Cassidy Wolf, an American model who was crowned 
Miss Teen USA 2013. In other instances, it’s to do with 
extortion – “we will publish intimate photos of you if 
you don’t pay us a ransom”.

be inspired by mark 
Zuckerberg

So, clearly we need to be more thoughtful when it 
comes to webcam security. Knowing what to look out 
for and what to do is increasingly important, because 
it can make a huge difference to how you respond to 
a situation.

“Imagine a situation where you are working 
on your laptop and all of the sudden the green light 
next to your built-in webcam blinks for a second and 
immediately goes dark again,” noted ESET’s security 
evangelist Ondrej Kubovič. “Would you just ignore it? 
Or would you start digging around to find out if it was 
something more serious?”

The main thing to understand is that when it 
comes to webcam security, you need to be proactive – 
change, for example, the default password, as this can 
easily be compromised by cybercriminals.

As ESET’s security Specialist Mark James stated in 
2014: “Education is the key point here – the end user 
needs to be fully aware that a default password exists 
and easy instructions on how to change it.”

Another top tip is to cover your webcam (again, 
this requires you to take the initiative). While using 
tape, as Zuckerberg did, works, you’re probably better 
off investing in something that is more professional 
(and easy to use). This means you can simply cover 
your camera when it’s not in use.

We live in a world where innovation in technology 
is reshaping and enhancing the way we live. 
Smartphones let us do all sorts of things on the move, 
smart technologies let us talk to fridges and cars and 
webcams give us the opportunity to see more of our 
friends, family members and colleagues, even though 
they are far and wide.

Yet, at the same time, cybercriminals are always 
looking at ways of exploiting technologies, meaning 
our fridges, our cars and even our webcams are 
vulnerable to all sorts of attack. Yet, with a bit of effort, 
a security solution across all devices and vigilance, we 
can keep these threats at bay and enjoy all the perks 
that come with the latest gizmos. 
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Sony X-cites Once Again
Make way for the Sony Xperia XZ and Xperia X Compact

o further cement its position 
in the smartphone industry, 
Sony has once again 
introduced its first flagship, 

the Sony Xperia XZ and Xperia X 
Compact. These two smartphones 
are fitted with the most enhanced 
camera experience with an 
innovative triple image sensing 
technology, promising to give you 
the best out of your pictures.

This new technology includes 
the use of Sony’s original Exmore 
RS for the mobile image sensor, 
which provides a powerful blend of 
high quality image and autofocus 
(AF) speed combined with 
Predictive Hybrid AF to intelligently 
predict and track subjects in 
motion for blur-free results. Sony 
also adds in the Laser AF sensor 
with distance sensing technology, 
which captures beautiful blur-free 

T photos, even in extremely low-
light conditions. 

Capturing videos with the Xperia 
XZ and Xperia X Compact is also great, 
thanks to the significant advancements 
in the evolution of image stabilisation, 
cultivated in Sony’s Handycam 
camcorders with Sony’s SteadyShot 
with Intelligent Active Mode to enable 
superb video recording. 

“With Xperia, we want to assist 
you when and where it matters 
most, making your everyday life 
more convenient, more effortless 
and more spontaneous. With the 
Xperia XZ and Xperia X Compact, you 
can now capture every moment as 
you see it with blur-free image day 
or night and with true to life colours 
thanks to our new triple image 
sensing technology,” says Andrew 
Cheong, Malaysia’s Country Director 
at Sony Mobile.  

"...fitted with the most enhanced camera 
experience with an innovative triple image 
sensing technology..."

An Apple Kind of Day
SNS Network launches new iPhone 7 in Ipoh

ustomers eagerly queued 
to have a closer look and 
experience with the latest 
iPhone by Apple. Hosted 

by iTworld at the SNS Network 
(M) Sdn Bhd headquarters in Ipoh, 
Perak, customers enjoyed hands-on 
product demonstration experience 
and photo session with new 
devices. Special product training 
sessions were also available for 
customers who are interested to 
learn more about the products. 

Established in 2010 by SNS 
Network, iTworld is the first Apple 
Authorised Reseller (AAR) in Perak. 
It has a total of nine stores located 
across the nation offering the latest 
Apple devices and accessories. 

Apart from iTworld stores, the new 
iPhone 7 is available in 23 Gloo 
stores, which is also a part of the 
SNS Network.  

C
"Apart from 
iTworld stores, 
the new iPhone 
7 is available in 
23 Gloo stores, 
which is also a 
part of the SNS 
Network." 
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NEXOX, together with Bank Islam 
Malaysia Berhad (Bank Islam) teams up 
in bringing more rewards and benefits to 
ONEXOX dealers with its new Bank Islam 

Visa Debit Card-i ONEXOX. This is in line with the 
ONEXOX prepaid being Malaysia’s first Shariah-
compliant telecommunication. 

“ONEXOX prepaid is raising the bar for its 
Shariah-compliant telco services in Malaysia. Our 
dealers are actively seeking new and innovative 
Shariah-compliant products, and we are delighted to 
be able to provide them with the newly launched co-
branded Visa Debit Card-i ONEXOXin collaboration 
with Bank Islam, the pioneer in Islamic banking 
in Malaysia,” says ONEXOX representative and 
project manager, Mohd Affendi Bin Mohd Ramli.

Users get to enjoy amazing benefits from this 
partnership for a period of two years. Some of the 
benefits that the cardholders would enjoy are the 
use of TAP Mobile Banking-i (TAP) Malaysia’s first 
mobile banking service by Bank Islam.  

ONEXOX and Bank Islam Launch 
Co-branded Card

O
ONEXOX brings more rewards and benefits to dealers

"...delighted to be able to provide them with the 
newly launched co-branded Visa Debit Card-i 
ONEXOX in collaboration with Bank Islam..."



ogitech unveils its first quiet 
mice, the Logitech M331 
Silent Plus and the Logitech 
M221 Silent Wireless Mice. 

They deliver the same precision, 
durability and “click” feel without 
the noise.

With the M331 Silent Plus and 
the M221 Silent you can work quietly 
without compromise. These mice 
provide the traditional click feel, but 
with over 90% noise reduction. 

Quiet as a Mouse

L “We live in a social world, 
whether you work in a 

shared space or at home, 
but sometimes silence 

really is golden.” 

Logitech introduces its first ever silent mice

Internet Traffic on the Rise
MyIX shares some stats

alaysia Internet Exchange 
(MyIX) reports that the 
Internet traffic in Malaysia 
remains on a rapid rise. 

The findings are based on Internet data 
patterns recorded for Internet data that 
transverse over the National Internet 
Exchange nodes that directly connects 
with the country’s major ISPs and 
content providers.

As of August 2016, the Internet data 
exchange reaches a new high point of 
170.474 Gbs – the highest ever recorded 

in the country’s history. The latest figure 
reflects a year-on-year (y-o-y) growth of 
57% and Compounded Annual Growth 
Rate (CAGR) of 56.60% since 2012. 

MyIX chairman, Chiew Kok Hin 
says: “It’s not just about supplying data 
packages, there needs to be content 
and content is growing. With the 
increasing availability of OTT players 
such as Netflix, iFlix, online TV and radio 
channels are certainly contributing to the 
growth in Internet traffic. This is expected 
to continue rising in the future.” 

M

“We live in a social world, 
whether you work in a shared 
space or at home, but sometimes 
silence really is golden,” says KP 
Sim, Logitech Country Manager of 
Malaysia, Philippines and Brunei. 

“That’s why we created the M331 
Silent Plus and the M221 Silent mice. 
Our engineers studied the sources of 
noise made by a computer mouse and 
created ways to reduce the decibel 
level without sacrificing quality. 

"...National Internet Exchange 
nodes that directly connects 
with the country’s major ISPs 
and content providers."
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Accessorise 
Your Apple
Top 10 accessories for your newly acquired 

iPhone 7/7 Plus

So you’ve gone and bought an iPhone 7/7 Plus 
and want to know how to make the most out of 
that lone lightning connector port. Fret not, with 
this list, you’ll be able to choose an accessory that 

best fills your needs.

GIZMOS
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Belkin Lightning Audio 
+ Charge RockStar 

Transcend
JetDrive Go 300

www.belkin.com | US$39.99

www.transcend-info.com | RM539

Charge like a boss
You probably really miss listening to music while 
charging, don’t you? And saving up for a decent 
pair of Bluetooth headphones will take months! 
With this little dongle, you can use the bundled 
Lightning-connector Earpods that came with 
your new iPhone and charge simultaneously.

Back em’ all
Lightning connector on one end, 
USB 3.1 on the other – never has 
backing files on an iPhone without 
the help of iCloud has never been 
simpler! This little device may just 
be a glorified memory stick, but for 
those of you who bought the 32GB 
model, it can be a real lifesaver (or 
more accurately, file saver). On top 
of being able to transfer all kinds of 
media from phone to PC, you’ll also 
be able to backup the important 
contents of your phone with just one 
touch using the JetDrive Go app.

GIZMOS
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Smart Battery Case 
by Apple

Philips Fidelio
 M2L 

www.apple.com | US$99

www.lazada.com.my | RM1,399

Soft protection
Many third-party manufacturers make battery cases, 

but for the sleekest, most dependable one, look to 
Apple. Its Smart Battery Case gives you more than 
an additional day of talk time and is engineered to 

support other Lightning accessories. Plus, it’s soft on 
the inside and out, so both your hands and your new 

phone will be protected. 

Fade to black
Say you’re uncomfortable with earplugs and can’t stand the 

way ear pods feel. Well, several companies, including Philips, 
produce on-ear and over-ear headphones with lightning 

connectors in place of the standard 3.5mm fare. The Fidelios 
are, like the iPhone 7, constructed of aluminium and sound 

great for the price - you’ll be hard pressed to find something 
as niche as this sound so good!
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Jaybird X2 Wireless 
Earbuds

Tech21
 Cases

www.jaybirdsport.com | US$149.95

www.tech21.com | From US$39.95
Rough Rider
Cases are always going to be a very 
personal choice for most consumers, and 
there are loads of quality entries (and 
even a few decent generic ones too) to 
suit the needs of most iPhone users. But 
what if you’re looking for something extra 
special? Well, Tech21 have you covered on 
that front. They built some of the toughest 
cases in the market – some are even able 
to withstand falls of up to three metres! 
Loads of variants are available from their 
online store.

No more tangles
If you’re the sporting type and 
appreciate a good run without 

cable clutter, then the new 
Jaybird X2 Bluetooth earbuds 

will work perfectly for you. 
They’re available in several 
finishes, so it’ll be easy to 

find something that fits your 
iPhone and general fashion 

sense. Great if you’re willing 
to spend the same amount 

of money as you would for a 
pair of Apple’s Airpods, but 

don’t like the way they look or 
feel. And with eight hours of 
battery life, they seem to be 

superior, at least on paper, to 
Apple’s alternative.

GIZMOS
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Apple 
Lightning Dock 

MoKo Sports 
Running Armband

www.apple.com | US$49

www.mokodirect.com | TBC

Dock it in
Normally, we wouldn’t recommend a dock, but with 

the absence of 3.5mm audio jack, a dock like this 
could be the sleek, colour-coordinated alternative to 
the Belkin Lightning Audio + Charge we mentioned 

earlier. It’s a tad more expensive, though you get five 
colour options and it’ll let you charge your iPhone 7 

while listening to music thanks to its included 3.5mm 
audio jack.

Run Further
That iPhone 7 of yours if full of sensors that’ll help track your 

fitness. Why not take advantage of it by getting a running 
armband – it’ll keep the phone from messing with your 

exercise routine, yet keep it close enough to double as a 
music player. 
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Spigen 
Premium 
Air Vent 
Magnetic 
Car Mount 
A201

www.spigen.com | US$29.90

Easy Clipping
In this day and age, who needs 
a GPS unit built into your car’s 
system? Those things are not 
user friendly, and are often a 
pain to update. Instead, make 
full use of Waze or Google 
Maps through your new iPhone 
with this mount from Spigen. 
It clips easily on your air vent 
and can be rotated whichever 
way you prefer.

GIZMOS
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Spigen 
Premium 

Air Vent 
Magnetic 

Car Mount 
A201

www.spigen.com | US$29.90

Crack no more
No matter how careful you are, 
you’re eventually going to put 
your iPhone in the same pocket 
or handbag where you keep your 
keys. And no matter how tough 
that glass screen is, you’ll want to 
slap a screen protector on it just 
in case. If anything, it’ll keep the 
phone looking fresh for when you 
pass it down or trade it in. A good 
investment for those who want their 
phones looking pristine for years to 
come.
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From professional drone racing to Amazon drone delivery known as Amazon Prime Air and even aerial photography, drones 
have finally found their use to every day users and that doesn’t seem to be stopping anytime soon. Although there are 
still people who are skeptical about the purpose and usage of a drone, its popularity can only be soaring upwards. In this 
month’s cover story, we take a look at what makes these drones so famous among photographers, videographers and tech 
enthusiasts.

Drones have steadily become a force to be reckoned with over 
the past few years and we’re here to tell you why.

Rise of the
drones

By Teh Wi-Liam
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The History of Drones
Back then, drones were known as 
unmanned aerial vehicles (UAV) 
and were mainly used for military 
purposes. UAV innovations started 
in the early 1900s and were being 
used as target practice for training 
military personnel. Initially, drones 
were mostly used during logistics 
and reconnaissance missions to 
help the military pinpoint the exact 
location of their intended target. The 
turning point for the drone’s purpose 
in the military occurred in 1959 when 
the U.S. Air Force were concerned 
about losing pilots over hostile 
territory, thus the planning and 
developments for UAVs came into 
action. However, it was only in 1973 
did the U.S. military officially confirm 
the usage of UAVs in Southeast Asia 
during the Vietnam War.

With over 5,000 U.S. airmen 
being killed and over 1,000 captured 
or missing, the USAF 100th Strategic 
Reconnaissance Wing flew about 
3,435 UAV missions during the war 
to gain as much intel as possible. 
The outcome saw 554 UAVs lost to 
all causes. USAF General George S. 
Brown, Commander of the Air Force 
Systems Command in 1972 said, 
“The only reason we need UAVs is 
that we don’t want to needlessly 

expend the man in the cockpit”. 
Later that very same year, General 
John C. Meyer, Commander in Chief 
of the Strategic Air Command said, 
“we let the drones do the high-risk 
flying; the loss rate is high but we 
are willing to risk more of them as 
they save lives.”

Aside from the U.S., Israel 
was another country that heavily 
invested in the use of drones. The 
War of Yom Kippur in 1973 saw 
the (then) Soviet Union supplying 
surface-to-air missile batteries in 
Egypt and Syria, which caused the 
Israeli fighter jets heavy casualties. 
To counteract this aggression, Israel 
developed the first-ever UAV with 
real-time surveillance. The images 
and radar decoys provided by the 
UAVs provided some much-needed 
information to the Israelis, allowing 
them to completely neutralise the 
Syrian air defense at the start of the 
Lebanon War in 1982.

Throughout the 80s and 90s, 
the maturing and miniaturisation 
of applicable technologies in UAVs 
garnered even more interest within 
the higher echelons of the U.S. 
In the 1990s, U.S. Department of 
Defense (DoD) gave contracts to the 
AAI Corporation alongside Israeli 
company, Malat. With the contract, 

the U.S. Navy bought the AAI 
Pioneer UAV that was developed by 
both AAI and Malat jointly. These 
UAVs were used during the 1991 
Gulf War, which saw immense 
success as the UAVs demonstrated 
the possibility of cheaper and more 
resourceful fighting machines, 
deployable without risking the lives 
of the airmen. There are at least 50 
countries using UAVs with countries 
like China, Iran, Israel and other 
countries developing their own 
varieties as of 2013.

Drones – Here and Now
In today’s digital age, drones 

now serve a more purposeful use 
for consumers rather than just for 
military purposes. Making its start 
in Australia back in late 2014, 
first-person view drone racing was 
introduced as an amateur sport 
where participants would control 
drones equipped with cameras while 
wearing a head-mounted display to 
see what the drones see. Since 
then, drone racing has not looked 
back, appealing to a mass market of 
enthusiasts around the world.

Hollywood is another industry 
that has welcomed drones with 
open arms due to its advantage 
of being able to capture footage 
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from a vantage point that is almost 
possible to capture with a regular 
camera. Everyone’s favourite spy, 
James Bond was one of the first 
films to have one of its scenes being 
shot completely with a drone. The 
opening scene of Skyfall – which 
was shot by Flying-Cam – saw Bond 
riding a motorbike atop the rooftops 
of the Grand Bazaar in Istanbul 
while pursuing a terrorist. Flying-
Cam eventually won an Oscar in 
2014 for their Flying-Cam 3.0 SARAH 
Unmanned Aircraft System. Soon 
after, more Hollywood directors 
and producers saw the usefullness 
of drones and implemented them 
into box office hits like Chappie, the 
sequel to Skyfall – Spectre, Jurassic 
World and Captain America: Civil 
War. Final Minute, a crime thriller 
that will be directed by Luis Aviles 
and produced by Alberto Pablo 
Riviera will be shot entirely with 
drones. Indie filmmakers in particular 
are using drones to the fullest; In 
The Robot Skies is one indie film 
in particular that is shot entirely 
with autonomous, per-programmed 
drones.

DJI however, is one drone 
company in particular has found 
vast success among hobbyists and 
enthusiasts. With popular models 
like the Phantom and Inspire series 
as well as the recently launched 
Mavic Pro, DJI has made a name 
for themselves when it comes to 
commercial drones due to its great 
use of technology paired with an in-
built camera that allows you record 
whatever your drone sees and 
catches. The Inspire 1 in particular 
allows you to capture footage in 
stunningly raw 4K video capabilities. 

Another brand that is steadily 
growing in the commercial drone 
industry is Parrot Drones with their 
creative and innovative take on 
commercial drones. From the Parrot 
Disco, which is the first fixed-wing 
drone that encompasses immersive 
flights to the Parrot Bebop 2, which 
comes  FPV flight.

With plenty of regulations 
and bans on drones being lifted 
worldwide, enterprise businesses 
have also benefited from the usage 
of drones. American electronic 
commerce and cloud company 
Amazon has benefited heavily with 
the help of drones via Amazon 
Prime Air, a conceptual drone-

based delivery system that will 
deliver individual packages to a 
customer’s doorstep within 30 
minutes. However, Amazon Prime 
Air is still in development as the 
biggest hurdle they are currently 
facing is that commercial use of UAV 
technology is not yet legal in the U.S. 
Conceptually, this is a breakthrough 
for delivery services and systems 
as it makes the job of delivering 
products and services much easier 
and quicker.

Drones have also taken over the 
world of healthcare as plenty of tech 
companies and international health 
organisations around the world have 
already begun testing the use of UAVs 
in impoverished areas around the globe 
like Papau New Guinea, the Dominican 
Republic and Madasgascar to name 
a few. VillageReach, a global health 
non-profit from Seattle is working on a 
project in Malawi while their partners 
include UNICEF and Matternet, a 
leading drone company in Silicon 
Valley. The tests included transporting 
simulated dried blood samples from a 
small community to a nearby hospital in 
order to test the speed, efficiency and 
safety of the UAV.

In terms of agriculture, drones 
have begun to see the light of 
day as due to its recent change in 
affordability, farmers have begun 
to find much more use of drones. 
Fleets of drones can now be found 
in the agriculture industry as they 
oversee and monitor crops while 
also spraying the crop fields with 
pesticide, something which used to 
be a dreadful task done manually.

The Downside
With so many benefits and 
advantages that comes with UAV 
technology, there are bound to 
be disadvantages as well. One 
of the main and current issues 
that concern UAV technology is 
regarding privacy and security, not 
only with recreation but enterprise 
as well. With recreational drones, 
users could spy on unsuspecting 
neighbours, venture into private 
property and could actually pose 
a threat to national security if one 
were to ever think about flying 
their drone over the White House. 
With the U.S. still unsure on proper 
guidelines for recreational drones, 
it still remains as a relatively grey 
area for hobbyists and enthusiasts 
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alike. One issue in particular that 
was made viral online was between 
a concerned parent and a drone 
hobbyist whose drone happened to 
be hovering over a children’s football 
practise session. 

This is also the reason as to why 
Amazon Prime Air is still currently 
in development as public concerns 
are still rife, especially in terms of 
public safety, privacy and package 
security. Although Amazon states 
that “Safety will be our top priority, 
and our vehicles will be built with 
multiple redundancies and designed 
to commercial aviation standards,” 
one can’t help but wonder to what 
extent people will go through to 
sabotage, main or harm a drone 
delivery system. Another failed 

project, which is much similar to 
Amazon Prime Air is Project Wing, 
a project run by Google’s research 
and development facility known as 
X (formerly known as Google X).  
Project Wing was announced on 
28th August 2014 and it was already 
in development secretly at Google. 

A Glimmer of Hope
However, 21st June 2016 saw a 
change as the Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) set up new 
drone rules, which limits most 
small commercial drone operations 
to daylight hours and requires 
operators to be certified every two 
years. These rules mark the FAA’s 
first attempt at coming up with a 
comprehensive plan to ensure that 

drones can share the same skies 
with commercial aircrafts without 
getting in each others way.

The FAA’s 624-page rulebook 
allows commercial drones to be 
flown at a height of up to 400 feet 
in the air and must weigh no more 
than 55 pounds (25 kg).Commercial 
drones are also only allowed to be 
flown during daylight hours and must 
remain within sight of the operator 
or an observer who is in constant 
communication with the operator. 
Commercial drones will also be 
allowed to be flown during the 
night if it carries lights visible from 
3 miles (4 km). Another rule that the 
FAA focuses on is the age restriction 
on operating a commercial drone, 
which is set at 16 years of age.

In conclusion, while commercial 
drones remain highly popular 
among the community and various 
industries, there are still plenty of 
issues and factors surrounding the 
usage of commercial drones. One 
underlying issue would be the use of 
commercial drones for recreational 
purposes as the nationwide public 
is still split right down the middle 
on drone operators and their 
intentions behind it. Although movie 
directors, producers and people in 
the agriculture industry have found 
a loophole in introducing drones, it 
will still be a challenge to introduce 
the technology of drones to the mass 
public who are still unsure of how 
safe it is and how their privacy will 
not be intruded. 
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Philips Fidelio B8 Soundbar with Dolby Atmos
Hear the Difference

atching a movie in 
the cinema has its 
perks; the big screen 
and amazing sound 

system being some of them. Now 
bringing you a superb cinema sound 
experience to the comfort of your 
home is Philips’ Fidelio B8 Soundbar 
with Dolby Atmos – an innovation 

recently unveiled at the IFA 2016 in 
Berlin, Germany. 

You can cuddle up on the 
couch, watch your favourite 
movies or TV shows and be 
totally immersed by it. Where 
standard soundbars give you a 
surround sound experience in two 
dimensions, Fidelio B8 ensures 

you hear helicopters really flying 
over your head. 

You'll feel like you're inside the 
action as the sounds of people, music, 
and things come alive with breathtaking 
realism and move all around you in 
three-dimensional space. 

 And all this sound comes 
from a single soundbar capable 

of immersing home viewers 
inside the action with incredible 
clarity, richness and detail, just 
measuring 53mm in height. By 
combining Philips’ proprietary 
Ambisound technology, the 
Fidelio B8 delivers full 5.1.2 
surround sound from forward 
firing speakers. 

W

PRICE: RM4,999
DIMENSIONS (WXHXD): MAIN UNIT: 1058X52X120MM; SUBWOOFER: 240X510X302MM
WEIGHT: 12.08 KG
CONNECTIVITY: REAR CONNECTIONS: HDMI IN 1, HDMI IN 2, HDMI 1.4 OUTPUT 
(ARC), DIGITAL OPTICAL IN, DIGITAL COAXIAL IN, AUDIO IN 3.5 MM JACK, USB, NFC, 
BLUETOOTHSP
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Ambisound 
Technology

Philips proprietary 
Ambisound technology 

delivers embracing multi-
channel surround sound, 
producing an incredibly 

sound stage.

Comes with 
Dolby Atmos
Dolby Atmos adds 
the dimension of 
overhead sound - a 
new sensation of 
height that puts you 
in the middle of the 
action.

Delivering True Cinema Performance
Philips Fidelio B8 is a 5.1.2 multichannel soundbar with a 
total of 18 speakers (10 highly sensitive racetrack drivers 
and eight soft dome tweeters), delivering immersive 
sound with a sleek form factor.

Dedicated Centre Channel
The Fidelio B8 uses two dedicated 

drivers to create its centre channel - with 
its own amplifier and carrying a different 

processed sound signal, to provide 
enhanced vocal precision for crystal clear 
conversations in movies, TV programmes 

and news.

FIRST LOOK
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Unparalleled Flight Experience
Using the new FlightAutonomy system, which is essentially the Mavic Pro’s 

brain and nervous system, the drone offers users unparalleled stability, 
maneuverability and safety. It can position, navigate and plan routes for Mavic 
Pro, enabling it to avoid obstacles in various environments, with or without the 

help of satellite signals.

Keeping Stable
It features DJI’s smallest-ever three-

axis gimbal for shake-free photos and 
video. The autofocus camera features 

a minimum focusing distance of just 
19 in (0.5 m) and can be flipped 90 

degrees to portrait mode for vertical 
selfies and video. 

Seeing it Live
Its built-in LCD screen displays 
essential telemetry data, while 
dedicated buttons for functions such 
as Return-to-Home and pausing 
during Intelligent Flight modes 
ensure a confident flight every single 
time.

he Mavic Pro is DJI’s first 
personal drone designed 
to be taken just about 
anywhere – it is small 

enough to toss in a bag and easy 
enough to launch quickly whenever 
the time and place are right. It sports 

a unique folding design, with four 
folding arms and propellers that tuck 
neatly away against its streamlined 
body, compresses the entire drone to 
practically the size of a water bottle.

The Mavic Pro sets a new 
standard for compact drones as it 

T

PRICE: STARTS FROM US$1,059
DIMENSIONS (HXWXL): 83X83X198MM (FOLDED)
WEIGHT: 734G EXCLUDING GIMBAL COVER 
MAX ASCENT SPEED: 16.4 FT/S (5 M/S) IN SPORT 
MODE
MAX DESCENT SPEED: 9.8 FT/S (3 M/S)
MAX SPEED: 40 MPH (65 KPH) IN SPORT MODE 
WITHOUT WIND

SENSOR: 1/2.3” (CMOS), EFFECTIVE 
PIXELS: 12.35 M (TOTAL PIXELS:12.71M)
LENS: FOV 78.8° 28 MM (35 MM FORMAT 
EQUIVALENT) F/2.2 
ISO RANGE: 100-3200 (VIDEO); 100-1600 
(PHOTO)
SHUTTER SPEED: 8S -1/8000S
IMAGE MAX SIZE: 4000×3000
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can reach up to 7km in range and 
27 minute in flight time.  It can be 
operated by the powerful long range 
remote controller, or simply by your 
smartphone at shorter range. 

It comes equipped with a 
stabilised 4K camera and a visual 

navigation system. Mavic Pro 
records 4K video at 30fps and full 
1080p HD at 96fps. Its 12-megapixel 
camera with Adobe DNG RAW 
support has been expertly tuned for 
aerial images. 

DJI Mavic Pro
Enter the Mavic
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Securing Your HomeSecuring Your Home

ZVIZ, a purveyor of home 
surveillance system, 
introduces its range of 
products in Malaysia 

recently. The products, distributed 
by M3Tech Asia Sdn Bhd, offer 
consumers an easy to setup and 

E easy to use home security system.  
Best bit? There are no drilling, wiring 
work and installation fees involved 
– all you need is a power source, a 
Wi-Fi connection and the EZVIZ app. 

As part of its fuss-free 
commitment, EZVIZ has made 

A1 Internet Alarm Hub

K2 Remote Control

EZVIZ T9 Indoor Siren
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EZVIZ Home Security Suite

EZVIZ Home Security Suite
Securing Your Home

it even easier for consumers to 
jumpstart their system with its 
Alarm Starter Kit. The kit consists 
of a (PIR) movement detector (T1 
Wireless Pet Immune PIR Detector), 
an alarm hub (A1 Internet Alarm 
Hub), a remote (CS-K2-A Remote 
Control) and a door sensor (T6 
Wireless Open-Close Detector). 

Each component can also be 
purchased separately so you can 
customise your alarm set based 
on your needs. To make your kit 
even more wholesome, do check 
out the C2C 720P Indoor Wi-Fi 
Surveillance Camera – the perfect 
complement to your home security 
journey. 

EZVIZ C2C 720P indoor Wi-Fi surveillence camera

EZVIZ T1 Wireless Pet Immune PIR Detector
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>9.0>7.5 >8.0

Performance | A measure of how well the 
product stands up to our testing.

Features | The best gimmicks and flashy 
parts get the top score.

Design | Aesthetics are important. The nicer it 
looks, the more points it gets.

Usability | The best for day-to-day tasks are 
valued higher.

Value | Expensive does not always means good.
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IF IT EXPLODES, WE'LL LET YOU KNOW.
TESTED

reviews by atifi, wi-liam, din, otter, amir and subhash



TEST TOOLS
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 Gaining Converts with a 
Convertible Innovation

Lenovo Yoga Book

Slim & Streamlined
The Lenovo Yoga Book is a thing 
of beauty. It’s incredibly slim at 
4mm thick when unfolded and at 
only 690g, the 2-in-1 ‘convertible’ 
laptop is certainly svelte. A luxurious 
magnesium-aluminium alloy shell 
encases the device with a chrome 
edged power button and volume 
rocker. All this is topped off with the 
same gorgeous watchband-style 
hinge that’s found on other Yoga 
laptops. The device overall feels very 
well built and sturdy despite its sleek 
styling.

Hello Keyboard!
The Halo keyboard looks like it 
came from the future and replaces 
the physical keyboard in favour of a 
completely flat surface which lights 
up as a keyboard when required. 
There’s a learning curve - like typing 
on a touchscreen – though its haptic 
feedback will help you ease into 
using a digital keyboard such as 
this one. Lenovo spent a lot of time 
perfecting the feel and accuracy of 
the Halo keyboard and it’s certainly 
one of best digital capacitive 
keyboards I’ve ever tried. 

Dolby Atmos 
Speakers
Despite its small 
size, the Dolby 
Atmos speakers 
are very capable 
of pumping out 
range and volume 
for your streaming 
video binge-
watching needs.

23RD HOUR
“Productivity has 
certainly surged 
with the Yoga Book 
and I can see the 
device as part of my 
everyday carry.”

12TH HOUR
“The Real Pen has 
helped me blitz 
through some work. 
Well impressed with 
productivity tools! 
I’ve also gotten used 
to the Halo keyboard 
thankfully. Battery life 
is still decent.”

4TH HOUR
“The keyboard is 
starting to annoy me 
and I keep glancing 
at my full sized 
cherry keyboard. 
To distract myself, 
I tried writing stuff 
with the Real Pen.”

FIRST IMPRESSION
“Ooh, it’s so shiny! 
The keyboard looks 
amazing! This feels 
nice to touch! I kept 
flipping and folding 
it every few minutes 
to get a feel for the 
device.”

24 HOURS EXPERIENCE

Versatile Modes
It’s hard to pinpoint what the Yoga 
Book really is; it’s not quite a laptop 
but it’s not just a tablet either. 
The hinge opens 360º and allows 
the Yoga Book to be used in four 
different modes, you can fold it into 
a tablet, prop up the display with 
the keyboard, lay it flat to draw or 
take down notes and just use it in 
the classic laptop mode. While a lot 
of this isn’t ground-breaking, the 
small size of the Yoga Book makes a 
lot more sense when utilising these 
modes.
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Real Penmanship
Another reason for the flat keyboard 
is that it also doubles as a Wacom 
surface. The Yoga Book comes with 
Lenovo’s ‘Real Pen’ stylus, which 
is also a real pen so you can make 
physical notes or sketches that can 
captured digitally on screen at the 
same time via the included Book Pad 
clipboard. As someone who scribbles 
his notes in a very haphazard way, 
this is a good way to archive my 
notes for later reference.

Multitasking Android
As an Android convertible laptop, 
Lenovo’s Yoga Book is incredibly 
capable with Lenovo adding on 
its own software layer, Book UI to 
give it a more desktop feel. There is 
multi-window support and a taskbar 
to switch between applications 
to make the Yoga Book a capable 
productivity tablet. There was a bit 
of compatibility issues when it came 
to multi-window use but as updates 
roll in, it shouldn’t be an issue. 

Natural Note Taking
The Real Pen stylus allows you to 
write or drawn in ink on paper while 
simultaneously digitising it into your 
Yoga Book for later reference.

360º Hinge 
The watchband-style hinge allows 
for 360º movement to easily switch 
between modes for your lifestyle needs.

13 Hour 
Battery Life

Its 8500mAh 
capacity battery 
will provide the 
Yoga Book with 

power for up to 13 
hours on a single 
charge so power 

users will rest easy 
knowing the Yoga 

Book will power 
through the day.

PRICE: US$499
DIMENSIONS (HXWXD): 9.6 x 256.6 
x 170.8 mm 
WEIGHT: 690g
PROCESSOR: Intel Atom x5-Z8550 
Processor(2M Cache, Quad-Core, Up 
to 2.4 GHz)
MEMORY: RAM : 4 GB LPDDR3; 
ROM : 64 GB

CARD SLOT : microSD; Supports Up to 128 GB
OPERATING SYSTEM: Android™ 6.0.1 
Marshmallow
DISPLAY: 10.1" FHD IPS(1920 x 1200)
GRAPHICS: Intel HD Graphics 400
CAMERA: Rear: 8 MP Auto-Focus; Front: 2 MP 
Fixed-Focus
CONNECTIVITY: WiFi 802.11 a/b/g/n/ac; Dual 
Channel (2.4 GHz and 5 GHz), 2/3/4G, LTE
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VERDICT: “A powerful tool for productivity and creative junkies on the move in a slim and svelte body.” - Amir

61
NOV 2016



Dawn of a New Era

Step Into The Future
Futuristic design, I feel like 
I'm Iron man wearing this. The 
headset is comfortable enough 
to make you feel like you’re in 
another dimension Pass the Baton

Controllers are 
needed for certain 
games that require 
extra movement. 
For lazy bums, this 
will at least help you 
move away from the 
couch. 

Immersive Experience
Sony has stepped into the ring 
together with other VR gaming 
solutions providers to deliver a total 
immersive gaming experience. It’s 
everything that I imagined it would 
be, which entailed the PlayStation VR 
bringing me to a whole new level of 
gaming. This, to me, defines the saying 
of being ‘in the zone’. The matrix is 
real guys. 

But I digress. As I was saying, it is 
a totally new gaming experience in 
terms of visual, audio and equipment I 
can only imagine what the possibilities 
could be just a few years ahead.

Designed for Comfort
The PlayStation VR headset was 
designed to make you feel like you’re 
not wearing the large headset. At 
first look, while looks larger than life, 
the cushions around the completely 
adjustable headset. You won’t even 
notice you’re wearing it. It does make 
you look extra futuristic for this age, 
like something out of a sci-fi film or 
you’re part of Daft Punk.

Cable Madness
One thing for sure, there are far 
too many cables. Patience is key 
here since there are an abundance 
of cables, sorted in various boxes. 
It is easy to lose track of them so 
if I were you, I would take my time 
to do some cable management. 
The PlayStation VR headset comes 
connected to a cable, which is a tad 
too short in my opinion. I wish it was 
slightly longer, or maybe extendable. 
a cable connected to it which I wish 
it was longer or at least extendable. 
Or better yet, totally wireless! 

Dawn of a New Era
PlayStation VR CUH-ZVR1 series

23RD HOUR
“You won't even 
notice the light of 
day when wearing 
it”

4TH HOUR
“Okay, it's kind of 
sweaty but I dont 
mind.”

1st HOUR
“I'm loving this! 
Can't wait for game 
makers to start 
producing reality 
altering games”

FIRST IMPRESSION
“This is a whole new 
level of gaming. 
Totally 100% 
immersive. What 
a world we live in 
today”

24 HOURS EXPERIENCE
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Visual Submarine
The panel resolution for both eyes 
delivers mesmerising visual and 
audio experience, complimenting 
the stereo headphones included in 
the package. Not for those who get 
motion sickness easily for sure. 

Connection Management
With all the wires and hardware 
needed to make PlayStation VR 
an experience to remember, you’ll 
need to manage these cables 
accordingly

PRICE: RM1,849
DIMENSIONS: VR Headset: 187×185×277 mm 
(VR Headset); 
PROCESSOR UNIT: 143×36×143 mm 
WEIGHT: VR headset: 610g (Excluding 
Cable); Processor Unit: Approx. 365g
DISPLAY METHOD: OLED
PANEL SIZE: 5.7-inches
PANEL RESOLUTION: 1920xRGBx1080 
(960xRGBx1080 per eye)
REFRESH RATE: 120Hz, 90Hz

FIELD OF VIEW: Approximately 100o

SENSORS: Six-axis motion sensing 
system (three-axis gyroscope, three-axis 
accelerometer)
CONNECTION INTERFACE: VR 
HEADSET: HDMI, AUX, Stereo 
Headphone Jack; Processor unit: HDMI 
TV, HDMI PS4, USB, HDMI, AUX 8.4SP
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VERDICT: “Step into a fascinating new gaming experience with cables to manage.”- Syafiq

Awesome Games Galore
If you’re not used to it, you might 
feel disorientated. Also, if you are 
the kind that gets motion sickness 
easily, stay FAR away from this.  If 
you’re new to the PlayStation VR 
system, the demo games are fun – a 
good way to get used to the ins and 
outs of the virtual world. There are 
a wide range of epic fun games in 
Sony’s list, from Resident Evil VR to 
Batman Arkham VR, with many more 
are coming to our way in the coming 
months. 

the 
future is
upon us
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A Wireless Keyboard with Flair
Logitech K780

For Just About Any Devices
Thanks to the multiple connectivity 
options (Unifying/Bluetooth) - just 
about any devices out there can 
support the Logitech K780. Up 
to three different devices can be 
paired to the keyboard, and users 
can switch between the devices by 
just pressing the device button – it 
is that easy. The built-in device dock 
also works with devices up to 11.3mm 
thick, but it supports the iPad Pro in 
a landscape orientation only.

Mushy Keys
For those who are looking for a 
solid typing experience - the K780 
delivers it up to a point. The keys 
travel great in typing, and you 
get a full-sized keyboard in the 
process. However for those who 
expects either a clicky mechanical-
like experience or even a soft 
membrane-like experience, the K780 
falls in between these two typing 
types. Its workable, but it will take 
some time to get used to.

Long battery Life
Just pop in two AAA battery and 
you are now set for roughly two 
years of usage. The Bluetooth 4.1 
connectivity ensures low-power 
usage while still ensuring that your 
keystrokes are sent to the device in a 
reliable manner. 

Tiny Lag
Typing with the K780 

has its quirks - like the 
perceivable lag from the 

moment you type a key to 
the screen. Definitely not 

to be used for gaming.

Stable in Use
This is not a keyboard you 
bring around to travel, but 

it will not travel around 
on your desk thanks to its 

weight.

Multi-OS 
Support
Regardless the 
OS you are using 
with the K780, the 
keys will evolve 
with your usage. 
Multiple keys have 
multiple functions 
for different OS.

PRICE: RM369
DIMENSIONS:  158 mm x 380 mm x 8 mm at front, 22 mm at back
WEIGHT: 875 grams
CONNECTION TYPE: Logitech Unifying protocol (2.4GHz)/Bluetooth 
Smart technology
WIRELESS RANGE: > 10m wireless range
BATTERY: 2 x AAA
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VERDICT: “The Logitech K780 is a keyboard that can live at your desk. It can connect to multiple devices at the 
same time but don’t even think about lugging it around with you. ”  - Otter
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White is the New Black
There seems to be a shift in terms 
of preferences for the colour of PCs. 
Once all PCs were white/beige…
Then an all-black colour was all 
the rage. Now lighter colours are 
making a comeback, especially white. 
Manufacturers have noticed this and 
has released a plethora of devices 
that makes colour coding a personal 
PC easier than before. Perhaps that’s 
why MSI released the B150M Mortar 
Artic, a white version of their black/
green B150M Mortar motherboard 
that was released last year.

Enter the Battlefield
Featuring the more economical 
B150M chipset in a Micro-ATX form 
factor, this small sized gaming 
motherboard boast a plethora of 
goodies for gamers. It looks great 
in white with digital military camo. 
There is also an I/O port cover which 
camouflages the I/O ports from the 
inside, which is a very cool design.

Military Grade
MSI is using military grade 
components on this motherboard, 
such as the choke and capacitors - 
not bad for something that is military 
inspired itself. The Micro-ATX form 
factor means that the motherboard 
had to sacrifice some features. 
Indeed, you are only getting two 
PCI-e x16 graphic slots and one 
PCI-e x1. The top PCI-e x16 slot is 
aluminium strengthened, dubbed 
the steel armour. This is to protect it 
from being damaged by a too heavy 
GPU card that sag and damage the 
slot in the long run. The MSI B150M 
Mortar Artic only supports crossfire 
Multi-GPU, which is the norm in a 
motherboard of this price range. 

Bombs Away!
MSI B150M Mortar Artic

No Shortage 
for Storage
In terms of 
storage, the 
motherboard does 
not disappoint, 
featuring six 
SATA 3.0 6GB/s 
connectors. 
Need something 
speedier? It also 
has a Turbo M.2 
connection that 
uses PCI-e Gen 3 
x4 with speeds up 
to 32Gb/s.

For the Love of 
Audio

For audiophiles, you 
will like the Audio 
Boost feature on 

this motherboard. 
Isolating the audio PCB 

from the rest of the 
components, this lead 

to less interference and 
better audio quality. 
A white LED marks 

the boundary of the 
PCB, which gives this 

motherboard a cool 
and awesome look, 
complementing the 

white colour scheme 
nicely.

PRICE: RM465
SOCKET: Intel Socket 1151 
CHIPSET: Intel B150M
MEMORY: Dual Channel DDR4 2133Mhz
DIMM SLOTS: 4
MAX MEMORY: 64GB
PCI-E X16 SLOTS: 2
USB: Six USB 3.0 + Four USB 2.0
FORM FACTOR: Micro ATX
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BENCHMARK
PCMark Work: 3485PCMark Home: 3250

PCMark Creative: 3411

VERDICT: “For those that is looking for a gaming motherboard and building a white themed PC, this might 
be the one board that your general would love.” - Din
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A Sea of Spectrum
Logitech G810 Orion Spectrum Keyboard

Where My Cherry At?
Instead of using the typical Cherry-
MX switches that have brought 
countless gaming keyboards like 
Corsair, Razer and SteelSeries great 
success, Logitech decided to head 
down a different path with its very 
own Romer-G mechanical switches. 
Although it doesn't provide the nice 
and sometimes annoyingly loud 
clicking that mechanical switches 
are known for, the Logitech G810 
Orion Spectrum Keyboard does 
still provide great audibility but not 
to the point of annoyance. It also 
has a lifespan of up to 70 million 
keystrokes so you can expect this 
gaming keyboard to last far longer 
than usual.

Bright & Tight Lights
Much like any other gaming 
keyboard these days, the G810 
comes with RGB backlit keys 
with the option of being totally 
customisable to suit your game style 
or preference when using for work. 
You can personalise each and every 
key light from a spectrum of 16.8 
million colours - I can only recognise 
16 colours at most - and even 
synchronise your lighting effects 
with other Logitech gaming gear. 
Now, you can keep track of specific 
spells and other commands by 
placing a specific colour over it.

Keeping It Clean
If you're anything like me (I sure 
hope to God you're not!), you 
would hate the constant fingerprint 
smudging on the keyboard. The 
material used for the keys is a 
fingerprint-masking matte surface, 
allowing you to stare at the keyboard 
with awe and glee without cringing 
at every smudge you see. It also 
doesn't have that plastic feel when 
you're typing, providing your fingers 
with comfort when you're constantly 
jamming away at it. 

Easy Media 
Keys

The G810 comes 
with five media 

keys - mainly 
play/pause, stop, 
rewind, forward 
and mute - and 

even a scroll wheel 
to adjust the main 

volume on your 
computer. It also 

has an LED off 
button to turn off 

the centralised LED 
backlit keys.

Three-Step Setup
Most keyboards only have 
two modes - either it lays 
flat down or its tiled at eight 
degrees. The G810 comes 
with a four-degree option, 
giving you more options to 
the keyboard's placement.

PRICE: RM799
DIMENSIONS (HXWXD): 153 x 443.5 x 343 mm
WEIGHT: 1.18 kg
TACTILE EXPERIENCE: Crisp
CONNECTION: USB Connection
CABLE LENGTH: 2 m 8.5SP
E

C
S

VERDICT: “Even though somewhat pricey, Logitech has hit this out of the park.” - Wi-Liam
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Broaden Your Range
D-Link N300 Wi-Fi Range Extender (DAP 1330)

Increasing Reach
I’m sure you’ve been in this situation. 
You find a nice place to relax 
or do work and  made yourself 
comfortable, setting everything 
up or just sitting down. You whip 
out your Internet capable device, 
and then much to your horror you 
discover that the place you’re sitting 
at is just outside of your Wi-Fi 
coverage. 

Maddening, isn’t it? And 
sometimes it’s just not worth the 
price to make or add network wiring 
to just that one small place. Well, I 
have something that could help you 
out on that front, in the form of the 
D-Link N300 Wifi-Range Extender.

Small Stuff
This device from D-Link is specially 
made to increase wireless network 
coverage. It acts as a repeater, being 
the middle man between your device 
and the actual wireless AP. The 
device is quite small, and with the 
two antenna angled out it looks like a 
white Zubat pokemon.

Big Business
The D-Link N300 Wi-Fi Range 
Extender has a built in plug at the 
rear so you just plug it in without 
having to worry about an adapter. 
It supports speed up to 300Mbps 
at the 2.5Ghz band, which while not 
speedy gives it a longer range than 
5Ghz.

The box says that you can just 
press the WPS button on your router, 
and then the WPS button on the 
device and it should work. Sadly that 
didn’t work for me, maybe because 
our router was not from D-Link. I had 
to use the web GUI, which thankfully 
is quite straightforward and easy to 
use. 

Dedicated 
Companion
The D-Link N300 Wi-Fi 
Range extender also 
has an ethernet port, 
so that you can make it 
as a dedicated access 
point instead of an 
extender/repeater. 

how far 
can you go?

PRICE: RM129
DIMENSIONS: 77 x 55.5 x 34 mm
DEVICE INTERFACES: 802.11n/g/b Wireless LAN; 
10/100 Fast Ethernet port; WPS button; Supports IEEE 
802.11n, IEEE 802.11g, IEEE 802.3u, IEEE 802.11b; Two 
external antennas; Wi-Fi Protected Access (WPA/
WPA2); WPS (PBC)

8.2
VERDICT: “Range is quite good, as we are getting great signals from two rooms across without any packet 

drops from us to the original router.”  - Din
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More than Just a Clone
Ezviz S5 Plus

Improving on a Solid 
Design
Inspired by the GoPro Hero 5 Black, 
the Ezviz S5 Plus shares many 
similar components but has added 
a few bells and whistles of its own. 
Electronic Image Stabilisation, 
Built-in dual microphones, and a 
2-inch touchscreen make the S5 
Plus a great action camera for 
those looking for a solid 4K action 
camera. As Ezviz started out making 
security cameras with great details, 
it comes as no surprise that the 
imaged produced by the S5 Plus 
were stunning and on par with other 
flagship action cameras.and strains 
after 15 minutes into my game.

Lots of Options
The S5 Plus might not have the solid 
ecosystem that GoPro or Garmin 
has, but they’ve decided to keep 
things basic with their apps and 
editing software. The resolution and 
frame rate options are plentiful and 
will keep many videographers happy 
with its extensive ProTune settings. 
Left to its own devices, the S5 Plus 
automatic metering is quite capable 
of exposing good images. 

PRICE: RM 1,799
DIMENSIONS (HXWXD): 45 x 58 x 23mm
WEIGHT: 71g
SENSOR: 1/2.33” CMOS
IMAGE RESOLUTION: 12 Megapixels
VIDEO RESOLUTION: UHD 4K 30fps

STORAGE: MicroSD card up to 128GB
DISPLAY: 2” IPS Touch Screen 480x320 
resolution screen
CONNECTIVITY: USB 3.0, Bluetooth 2.1 + 
EDR, Wi-Fi 802.11 bgn, Micro HDMI 8.2SP
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VERDICT: “Taking a winning formula and improving upon it at a lower price point, great action camera!” - Amir

Touch Screen Navigation
A responsive and sharp 2-inch 

touch screen makes composing 
your shots a breeze.

another 

option for an 

action camera

LED Bling
The three LEDs located 

around the device will clue 
you in on what mode it’s on.
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Smooth Imaging 
DJI Osmo Mobile

Fuss-free Silky Smooth 
Video
A household name in drone and 
camera stabiliser market, DJI has 
brought it’s silky smooth handheld 
gimbals for smartphone users now 
with the Osmo Mobile. Built for those 
looking for a stabiliser but completely 
happy with their smartphone’s 
camera, the Osmo Mobile is a 
handheld 3-axis gimbal that produces 
fluid and silky smooth video with 
minimal effort. The gimbal keeps 
your device stable by countering the 
movement with rotations in three 
axes so anyone with shaky hands can 
rest easy.music, which is being played 
in the background.

Superior Software
The DJI Go app is what you’ll need 
to install to control the Osmo Mobile 
and make it shine. You can fine tune 
the gimbal, control exposure and 
how the joystick works to best suit 
your preferred style of control. The 
app also allows you to shoot time 
lapse videos and panoramic photos 
where a lot of the work will be done 
by the gimbal ensuring a stunning 
result. 

Locked On
ActiveTrack lets you 

follow a subject by 
simply drawing a box 

around it with your 
finger in the DJI Go 

App.

Tactile Control
Control the gimbal 
manually with the 

Osmo Mobile joystick 
and even set it so 

that the gimbal can 
only move in specific 

directions. 

PRICE: RM1,350
DIMENSIONS(HXWXD): Handle: 61.8 x 48.2 x 
161.5mm; Gimbal: 125.06 x 109.15 x 90.98mm
WEIGHT (G): Handle: 201 (including battery); 
Gimbal: 300 
BATTERY MODEL: HB01-522365 LiPo 980mAh
GIMBAL NAME: Zenmuse M1 ZM01

MOBILE PHONE WIDTH RANGE: 
2.31 - 3.34 inch (58.6 - 84.8 mm)
CONNECTIVITY: Bluetooth Low 
Energy 4.0 8.6SP
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VERDICT: “Great choice for those looking to get more out of their smartphone.” - Amir

ActiveTrack, a feature familiar 
to Phantom 4 users makes an 
appearance and allows the user 
to track an object or person 
automatically. While not entirely 
perfect, it will do a wonderful job 
for selfies and moments where you 
where you want to be a part of 
without just being the cameraman. 

Different Styles
There are four modes, 
Standard, Portrait, 
Underslung and 
Flashlight, to ensure 
you have the best 
possible angle for your 
shot.
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Work from Everywhere and Anywhere
HP Elite x3

Three Styles of Work 
Tailored for today's dynamic work 
style and environment, the HP 
Elite x3 was made for you to be 
productive no matter where you 
are. Whether you're at your desk, 
on-the-go or even working at a 
remote location, you will never be 
sidetracked from the task at hand. If 
you're mid-way through your work 
and have to rush out for a meeting, 
all the work you've done at your 
desk can be continued through the 
Elite x3. The smooth and seamless 
transition is what HP prides itself on.

The Beast Within
As seen from the benchmark 
scores, the Elite x3 simply blew the 
competition out of the water by 
garnering an impressive score on 
the AnTuTu benchmark app. Even I 
was in disbelief when I saw it ranked 
second, right below the iPhone 6 
Plus and not even by a huge margin. 
Running on a quad-core Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 820 processor, the 
Elite x3 was built for greatness, and 
greatness is what it achieved.

More Ways To Secure it 
Although fingerprint scanners to 
secure your mobile device has been 
around the block for the past few 
years now, HP has decided to take it 
one step further with an integrated 
iris scanner located at the front face 
of the device. Now you have more 
ways than one to secure the Elite x3, 
ensuring your personal data remains 
personal. 

Bangin' Speakers
Located at the bottom of 
the Elite x3 lies the Bang 
& Olufsen Play speakers, 
allowing you to have clearer 
conference calls with noise 
cancellation microphones.

Perfect Viewing 
Angle
The Elite x3 is 0.04 inches 
shy from a full 6 inches, 
even shadowing over the 
iPhone 7 Plus. This makes 
the Elite x3 perfect for 
streaming videos or even 
completing work.

PRICE: RM 3,599
DIMENSIONS (HXWXD): 161.8 x 7.8 x 
83.5 mm
WEIGHT: 195 grams
PROCESSOR: Qualcomm MSM8996 
Snapdragon 820 
MEMORY: 4GB
STORAGE: 64GB

8.4
OS: Microsoft Windows 10
DISPLAY: 5.96 inches
GRAPHICS: Adreno 530
CONNECTIVITY: Wi-Fi 802.11 a/b/g/n/ac, 
dual-band, hotspot, Bluetooth v4.0, A2DP, LE
Ports: USB v3.0, Type-C reversible connector; 
magnetic connector SP
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VERDICT: “Although stuck around the same price point as an iPhone, the HP Elite x3 is great for accomplishing 
the work at hand through seamless integration.”  - Wi-Liam

BENCHMARK
AnTuTu v6: 117376
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Black Beauty
D-Link AC1750 High Power Gigabit Router DIR859

High Powered Speed
With more and more Internet 
capable devices are owned by 
the day, there is an upsurge for 
bandwidth and speed, especially for 
offices that have to cater to their 
staffs. It’s important to get a router 
that is fast, reliable and can be easily 
configured to handle all of the data 
transfers that are going on. With the 
AC1750 High Power Gigabit Router, 
D-Link may have one of the solution 
to this problem.

Looks Good In Black
The router looks quite sleek and 
elegant in black. Trapezoid in shape, 
it features three antennas at the rear 
for better coverage and speed. Sadly 
these antennas are non-detachable, 
which means that you can’t swap them 
out for a high Dbi version. The default 
antennas gives good enough coverage 
during our testings, and gives us 
reliable speed, even through walls.

Speed Galore
The DIR 859 is features dual-band 
technology, meaning that it supports 
both 5Ghz (at 1300Mbps) and 2.4Ghz 
(450Mbps) bands at the same time, 
giving a peak throughput of 1750Mbps. 
Supporting all the major wireless 
standards, it’s tweaked to be able to 
support a high number of wireless 
devices at the same time, eliminating 
congestion problems. It comes with four 
gigabit ethernet ports, as welll as one 
gigabit WAN port. I was quite surprised 
that it does not come with any USB 
ports - something which is a norm for 
routers nowadays. This means you 
can’t do USB disk sharing or a network 
printer directly from the router. 

Easy Set-up
Installation is a breeze 

and the wizard is 
quite easy to use. 

User interface is nicely 
designed, meaning you 

can quickly navigate 
to change any of the 

settings that you 
want. The default wifi 
password is included 

in the box but you can 
change it later if you 

want to. 

Supporting 
Standards
The router supports 
DHCP, PPOE as well as 
Unifi PPOE for those that 
are using Hypp-TV STB. 
QOS, VPN and built in 
firewall support makes 
it a great choice for 
those that needs an all 
in one router that is both 
reliable and speedy.

PRICE: RM479
DIMENSIONS: 157 x 113 x 54mm
WEIGHT: 314g
DEVICE INTERFACES: IEEE 802.11ac 
wireless LAN; IEEE 802.11 a/b/g/n 
wireless LAN; 10/100/1000 Gigabit 
Ethernet WAN port; Four 10/100/1000 
Gigabit Ethernet LAN ports

8.0
VERDICT: “Easy to use and speedy.” - Din
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webe 
Fuss Free Mobile Plan

webe 

Add-Ons
While its data, calls and SMS are 
virtually unlimited, I wondered 
if there was a catch somewhere, 
especially when you aren’t bounded 
by contract. You can cancel at 
any time. To avoid the abuse of its 
service, webe implemented a charge 
of tethering. Yes, you can’t tether 
without being charged RM6 for 2 
hours, up to five devices. 

Fits All Sim 
Trays

A nifty thing about 
the webe sim is the 

selection of sizes. 
Though it is pre-cut, 
you essentially have 

a built-in adapter 
for most sim trays, 

whether you’re using 
micro or nano sim. 

PRICE: From RM79 per month 

VERDICT: “A good option if you're a data-centric user” - Atifi

New Player
A new mobile player is in town and 
it promises never-ending everything, 
be it data, calls and SMS. webe, 
a company under TM, is making 
headway in the competitive industry as 
it differentiates itself from the rest of 
the telco players in Malaysia. It brands 
itself as a digital mobility service 
provider – and not as a telco – as it 
pioneers a new way of doing business 
in the industry. 

Easy Sign-Up
The base plan price is RM199 per 
month, but if you have a webe 
certified phone – the list is on the 
website – you can get a RM60 
rebate. If you were a P1 or currently 
a TM customer, you will receive an 
additional RM60 discount – leaving 
you to pay RM79 monthly. 

The process of applying for a 
webe number is fairly simple: you 
could either do it online via the 
webe website or go to the webe 
lounge located in Sunway Pyramid 
Shopping Mall. Once you’ve 
submitted your order online, webe 
is committed to deliver the sim card 
via courier within 48 hours (unless 
you’re living the in depths of a 
jungle). If you opted to sign-up at 
the webe lounge, you could wait for 
the sim card while you browse and 
shop, or have it delivered directly to 
your home. 

72
NOV 2016

TESTED



SP
E

C
S

The Data Junkie’s Action Cam
Garmin Virb XE

Context for Content
The Garmin Virb XE’s compatibility 
with a huge range of ANT+ 
sensors allow users to track their 
performance metrics while recording 
their activity. The data can later be 
overlaid on top of the footage which 
can either be used as bragging 
rights to the rest of your friends or 
archived for analysis during your 
training. The Virb XE has Wi-Fi and 
Bluetooth connectivity but you 
can also control it over ANT+ with 
certain products which makes for 
super easy control of the device.

Tough & Practical
The design of the Virb XE is practical 
and very easy to work just by touch 
alone. While it may weigh a bit more 
than most action cameras, the Virb 
XE feels very solid and despite having 
a tiny 1-inch LCD Screen, the menu 
was well thought out. Image quality 
was good and the image stabiliser 
make it fight toe-to-toe with other 
high-end action cameras despite only 
having a maximum video resolution of 
1440p30. 

Rugged Good 
Looks
The toggles at top of 
the device lets you know 
easily if you’re recording 
or not.

Control 
via Garmin 

Device
Control the Virb 

XE remotely with 
most Garmin 

watch, wearable 
or cycling device.

improvement 
though. perfect formulti- sportsusers

PRICE: RM 1,699
DIMENSIONS(HXWXD):40.6 x 77.0 x 
36.8 mm
WEIGHT : 151.7g
SENSOR: 1/2.3” CMOS
IMAGE RESOLUTION: 12.4 Megapixels
VIDEO RESOLUTION: 1440p 30fps

STORAGE: MicroSD card up to 128GB
DISPLAY: 1-inch 128x128 resolution screen
CONNECTIVITY: USB 2.0, Bluetooth 2.1 + 
EDR, ANT+ compatible, Wi-Fi 802.11 bgn 8.0

VERDICT: “Data nerds and existing Garmin users will love this well thought out device!”-Amir
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A Computer on a StickA Computer on a Stick
ASUS VivoStick PC (TS10)

Enough Productivity 
Performance
If you are looking for a gaming 
machine on a stick, you are fresh out 
of luck. However, the VivoStick PC is 
perfect for light productivity, or as 
a streaming media centre PC in the 
living room. Plug it in, connect to 
your WiFi network and stream your 
content on your large TV.

Eye-catching Design
Who says a productivity machine 
needs to look boring? The VivoStick 
PC is far from boring. The slim design, 
compact size and high performance 
for its form factor means that this will 
fit in nicely anywhere you want to put 
it. It even comes with a cradle in the 
box if you want to mount it on the 
side of your monitor or TV. 

Small & compact
You know this computer is 
small when there is a lanyard 
hole as part of the design - no 
other computer has that!

Enough I/O
You get two USB ports - one 

USB 2.0 and one USB 3.0 - for 
all your data transfer, and a 

HDMI male connector for your 
screen.

Silent-ish
The Vivo Stick PC has a fan to 
cool it down, but it is quiet at 
idle. Only at full load you will 

hear the blades spin.

PRICE: RM699
DIMENSIONS: 135 x 36 x 16.5 mm
WEIGHT: 75g
PROCESSOR: Intel Atom x5-Z8350 
Processor
MEMORY: 2GB 

STORAGE: 32GB
OPERATING SYSTEM: Windows 10 Home 
GRAPHICS: Intel HD Graphics
CONNECTIVITY: 802.11ac WiFi, Bluetooth 
4.1, USB 3.0, microSD 8.0SP
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Computer Miniaturised
If you need a computer that you 
can literally bring around anywhere, 
the ASUS VivoStick PC (TS10) is 
something that you can check out. 
All you need is a monitor with a 
HDMI port, a mouse and keyboard 
– and you have a complete PC in 
something just barely bigger than a 
lighter. 

BENCHMARK
PCMark: 1118 3DMark: Cloudgate: 1333

VERDICT: “When Intel first showed its stick PC design, many think that is the limit of looks and usability. 
ASUS upped the ante by adding an extra USB port, and slimmed it down a bit more.” - Otter
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X Marks the Spot
MSI GTX 1070 Gaming X 8GB

Red Dragon
The GTX1070 is fast becoming the 
most embraced card of the new 
Nvidia’s 10 series (Pascal) line. While 
it might not be as powerful as the 
top of the line GTX 1080, the lower 
price and high performance means 
that it makes a good replacement 
to the popular GTX 970. With a little 
tweak in terms of performance and 
design, MSI has released their own 
version of this card, the MSI GTX 
1070 Gaming X 8GB.

Twice the Fun
Gone is the single fan cooling 
solution by NVIDIA, and in its place, 
is the new MSI TWIN FROZR VI 
cooling design. Two MASSIVE fans 
pushing heat away from the copper 
heatsink that are joined to five 
heatpipes, this leading to great heat 
dissipation from the chipset. This, 
paired with a custom PCB leads to 
MSI able to give this card better 
speed and higher limit.

Slim Shady
While the card is quite large when 
viewed directly from the top, it 
sports a slim profile. Thanks to the 
large fans, it’s exactly two slots high, 
meaning that you can use the third 
PCI slot directly beneath it. A large 
black aluminium bracket at the rear 
keeps the card from sagging under 
its own weight. The backplate has 
various holes to help with cooling, as 
well as an MSI dragon logo etched 
on for that extra coolness. 

Gamers Haven
The 8GB GDDR5 VRAM 
should suffice for most 
of your gaming needs. 

With the plethora of 
outputs like HDMI 2.0 

and DisplayPort 1.4, the 
card can easily do 4K 

resolution or even VR if 
you want.

what a 
gaming 
warrior

Trio of Modes
The card has three 
profiles, Gaming, 
Silent and OC which 
can be changed 
depending on your 
needs. 

PRICE: RM2,435
GRAPHIC CHIPSET: GTX 1070
INTERFACE: PCi-e x16 3.0
MEMORY: 8GB GDDR5
BOOST/BASE CORE: 1771Mhz/1582Mhz 
(Gaming), 1797Mhz/1607Mhz (OC)
MEMORY CLOCK: 8010Mhz
BUS: 256 bit
OUTPUT: DP v1.4 x3, HDMI 2.0 x1, DL-DVI-D x1

SIZE: 279x140x42mm

8.6SP
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BENCHMARK
Unigine: 4389
Passmark: 10948

Fire Strike Ultra: 4484
Fire Strike Extreme: 8303

VERDICT: “Looks great; performs even better. ”- Din
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Bose SoundSport Wireless Headphone
Your Trusty Running Buddy
Bose SoundSport Wireless Headphone

Trusted Quality
Bose, being one of the most prominent 
audio device producers in the world 
are bringing its ‘A’ game when it 
comes to wireless headphones. The 
SoundSport delivers great quality in 
terms of highs and lows. The bass 
isn't overpowering, which is good as 
it balances the whole structure of the 
sound emitted. This makes the mids 
and trebles clear enough while moving 
around. 

You can still hear a little bit of noise, 
but it’s not too obvious that it’ll distract 
you totally. This is understandable 
since you should be aware of your 
surroundings while working out. 
Also, this in-ear headphone is made 
with a hydrophobic cloth to keep the 
moisture out and thus protecting the 
device.

Feel the Freedom
I took the SoundSport out for a test 
drive during a skate session. It was 
all smiles throughout as I found 
the headphones fitting nicely even 
though I was pretty much executing 
tricks while wearing them. The little 
extended wings made the ear buds 
more stable than ever. 

You won’t even feel the weight 
of it and the best part, you won’t 
be yanking the wires anytime soon. 
Cables are a nuisance for certain 
people (I hate them) when it comes 
to headphones So the SoundSport 
gave me the freedom to move 
around freely, which is a plus point. 

Multiple Connectivity
The SoundSport multi-point 
technology allows the wireless 
headphones to maintain a connection 
to two devices at the same time. 
For example, I’m using a Mac and an 
iPhone. WhileI was watching video on 
the connected Mac, the headphones 
will automatically pause the video 
to answer a call from the connected 
iPhone. When the call is finished, the 
headphones switched back to the 
video on the Mac. 

Sweat & 
Weather 

Resistant
The acoustic ports 

are positioned to 
resist sweat and 

weather, and a 
hydrophobic cloth 

to keep the moisture 
out.

Optimised Stabilisation 
The tips’ unique shape creates 
a comfy seal in your ear, 
which helps improve audio 
performance. It’s extended 
flexible wing implements 
support and improved stability.

Easy Switch
You can also switch 
between devices using 
the app which can be 
downloaded for free. 

PRICE: RM790
DIMENSIONS: 30.5x25.4x30.5mm
WEIGHT: Approx. 22.7g
CONNECTION: Bluetooth
TYPE: In-Ear 8.2SP
E
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VERDICT: “For a tangle free experience while working out, this guy is your companion.” - Syafiq

Songs Used
1. Wolf Alice - Giant Peach
2. Leisure Cruise - Ragged Dawn
3. Adventures - Heavenly
4. Basement - Whole
5. Machine Gun Kelly- Breaking News
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Jumping for JOI
JOI 8 Lite

Slow and Steady Doesn’t 
Always Win 
As convenient as the JOI 8 Lite is, its 
running on the obsolete Android 5.1 
Lollipop OS, which is much slower 
compared to the current Android 
Marshmallow. Unlocking, opening, 
closing and switching between apps 
and even swiping between windows 
is much slower, making it more of a 
chore than a delight. Even using it on 
a daily basis becomes tedious as I’ve 
grown too accustomed to devices 
with a quick response time that the 
JOI 8 Lite just doesn’t have.

Mediocre At best 
Although a steal for only RM499, 
the JOI 8 Lite is great for users 
who are looking for an entry-level 
product and nothing more. For the 
more experienced users who would 
want more out of their tablet, it’s 
best to steer clear. However, if you 
don’t mind the constant delay the 
JOI 8 Lite provides, then it is the 
perfect fit for you as it is still capable 
of providing a clean and simple 
experience. 

Travel Light
The JOI 8 Lite 

is small and 
lightweight, making 

it easy for you to 
pack it in your 
backpack and 

bringing it with you 
everywhere.

it gets the 
job done ;)

Crystal Clear
What the JOI 8 Lite 
lacks in performance, 
it makes up for it with 
its 8-inch IPS display, 
which is great for 
browsing the web 
and even streaming 
HD videos from 
YouTube and Netflix.

PRICE: RM499
DIMENSIONS (HXWXD): 
WEIGHT: 
PROCESSOR: Intel Atom Quad-core
MEMORY: 2GB RAM
STORAGE: 16GB
OPERATING SYSTEM: Android 5.1 
Lollipop 
DISPLAY: 8” IPS Touchscreen

GRAPHICS: Intel HD Graphics
CONNECTIVITY: GPS, 3G, Wi-Fi, Bluetooth 
v4.0
PORTS: Micro USB
EXPANSION: 7.6

VERDICT: “Great if you’re looking for a tablet to stream videos, browse the web and run simple games.”  - Wi-Liam

AnTuTu Benchmark v6.2.1 PCMark for Android
CPU: 9602
RAM: 1999

Total: 
19208

3D: 1049
UX: 6558

Work Performance Score: 2130
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Now Everybody Can Action Cam
ViDi LCD Action Camera

Bang for Your Buck 
Imaging 
A high quality budget action camera, 
the ViDi LCD Action Camera comes 
ready to roll out of the box as it 
comes with a 4GB memory card, 
charged up battery, selfie stick and 
waterproof case. The camera was 
designed for the user who won’t be 
flying down a canyon in a wingsuit 
but rather the everyday person who 
would like to capture their own 
personal adventures. The ViDi comes 

No Nonsense Interface
While the ViDi might not have 
wireless or Bluetooth connectivity, 
the rear screen and menu controls 
were straightforward and most 
importantly, legible on such a small 
screen. Swapping between stills, 
video, time-lapse, delay timer and 
loop-recording modes were easily 
done with the four buttons at the 
top of the camera. Thanks to the lack 
of frills on the ViDi, the battery will 
last 90 minutes despite only being a 
700mAH battery.  

Water Ready
Not only does the ViDi come 
with a waterproof case rated 
down to 40ft, the camera itself 
also floats!

Rear Screen
A 1.5-inch rear LCD 

screen allows you to 
review your footage on 

the fly.

PRICE: RM580
DIMENSIONS(HXWXD): 30 x 40 x 67mm
WEIGHT: 57g
SENSOR: CMOS
IMAGE RESOLUTION: 12 Megapixels
VIDEO RESOLUTION: 1920 X 1080 30fps
STORAGE: MicroSD card up to 64GB

DISPLAY: 1.5-inch rear screen
CONNECTIVITY: USB 2.0 6.6SP
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VERDICT: “A great action camera for those on a tight budget.” - Amir

equipped to record FullHD 1080p30 
video and 12 megapixel stills with 
image quality being fairly good on 
devices. While they’ve decided to go 
with the standard 1/4 inch 20 thread 
mount, there is an adapter for the 
more popular GoPro style mount.on 
its packaging.  
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A Smart Looking Home for Laptops
Targus 15.6” Urban Commuter Backpack

Compartments for 
Everything
The Commuter backpack’s built for 
the modern techie – the guy or gal 
with a multitude of gadgets to bring 
around, come rain or shine. It has a 
dedicated laptop compartment that 
fits a 15.6” laptop. There’s also an 
internal tablet pocket and a sleeve 
on the side that’ll fit earbuds. You 
could even use the frontal stash 
pocket for a powerbank or your 
house keys. 

A Safe Place for Tech
This backpack comes with a nice 
padded back, which we found 
extremely ergonomic, especially 
when used with the optional chest 
strap. There are also reflective 
surfaces for those who ride to or 
from work when the sun is down. 
You’ll find the Commuter keeps both 
your laptop and tablets safe with its 
generous padding and soft lining. 
Plus, the whole thing repels water! 

Big Where It 
Counts
Despite the small 
footprint, the 
Commuter has a 
maximum carrying 
capacity of 22 litres.   

PRICE:  RM259
DIMENSIONS (HXWXD): 305 x 170 x 470mm
WEIGHT: 730g
CARRYING CAPACITY: 22L
COLOUR OPTIONS: Grey or Blue
MATERIAL:Water-Repellent Twill PU 9.2SP
E
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VERDICT: “Large enough for most users, with nice little features anyone can appreciate.” - Subhash

Cool on the go
‘Air X Flow’ back 
padding keeps you 
cool no matter the 
weather with the 
right amount of air 
circulation. 
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Silence Never Sounded this Good
 AKG N60 NC

Faultless Execution
We have to hand it to the boys in 
Vienna, these headphones are the 
whole package. They’re comfortable, 
well-built, plus they look and sound 
beautiful. No matter the genre, these 
on-ear, closed-back headphones 
were able to deliver. The sound 
quality is studio-accurate while still 
punchy enough for casual users to 
appreciate. 

Class-leading audio (and 
silence)
There’s nothing quite like listening 
to your music free of distraction. 
With a flip of a switch, the N60s 
eliminate 20 dB of external noise, 
letting in just the lowest of hums. 
The built-in battery only needs to be 
charged after 30 hours of use. When 
the battery does run out, you’ll have 
to decide between charging the 
headphones or listening without 
Noise-cancellation.that the Stanmore 
is versatile for every type of listeners 
out there. 

Compact and 
Portable
With ‘3D Axis’ 
hinges, the N60 
can be folded 
flat and stored 
away in the 
included soft case.
just looks good 
anywhere. 

Aluminium 
Construction

150 grams for a 
pair of headphones 

this well-built is 
amazing by any 

stretch of the 
word. It’s all thanks 

to the choice of 
material.   

PRICE:  RM1,199
WEIGHT: 150g
DRIVERS: Closed-back
OUTPUT SOUND: 123dB
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 10-22,000Hz 
IMPEDANCE: 32ohms
CONNECTIVITY: 3.5mm audio jack, L-shaped 9.0
VERDICT: “Quite possibly the best pair of noise-cancelling cans in its class and price range.” - Subhash
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say goodbye to
distractions
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BENCHMARK
PCMark 8: 8626

The Illest Gear Alive
Illegear D7X

Serious Business
Weighing in at 3.9kg, the D7X is 
heavier than it looks but purrs like 
a kitten the moment you turn it 
on. It’s insanely quick start up and 
shut down is due to the usage of 
the 256GB SSD paired with the 
latest Intel Core i7-6700 processor. 
The D7X also comes with four 
DDR4 RAM slots, totalling to 64GB, 
allowing for greater multitasking 
capabilities without even breaking a 
sweat.

GTX 1080 FTW
Running at the core of the D7X 
lies the NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1080 
graphics card, the best graphics 
card money can buy in today’s 
current market. If you were ever 
worried about running your graphic-
heavy games on the most basic or 
minimal settings for the game to run 
smoothly without any drop in frame 
rates, your worries will be diminished 
with the D7X. Lifelike gameplay and 
motion on the D7X brings about 
greater and truer levels of realism 
like never before.

Made for Greatness
Although significantly bigger and 
heavier than most high-end gaming 
laptops, the D7X is essentially a 
desktop PC built into the portable 
form of a laptop. However, it isn't as 
easily portable as a normal laptop 
would be as it is somewhat tedious to 
bring along with its charger – which is 
the size of a brick – wherever you go. 
If size isn't an issue (I had a joke but 
it's too vulgar for the underage eyes), 
then the D7X would your likely and 
only choice in this matter. 

Keeping it 
Cool
The new and 
improved thermal 
cooling fan design 
on the D7X 
ensures the laptop 
stays super cool 
and silent from 
the moment its 
turned on to when 
it powers down.

Anti-Ghost Keys
The built-in gaming 
keyboard onto the D7X 
comes with an anti-
ghosting feature; this 
way, no matter how 
many keys you mash, 
the D7X will be able to 
determine which key 
you meant to press and 
disregard the rest.

Smooth Criminal
Gaming on the D7X has 

never been smoother 
or clearer thanks to its 
17.3-inch 4K QHD anti-
glare display. The D7X 

also supports up to three 
additional monitors via 
HDMI and Display-Port.

PRICE: RM8,099
DIMENSIONS (HXWXD): 40.9 x 418 x 295.3 mm
WEIGHT: 3.9kg w/ 2.5 Storage Drive and Battery
PROCESSOR: 6th Generation Intel Core i7-6700K 
Desktop Processor (4.0GHz), 8MB Smart Cache
MEMORY: 64GB RAM
STORAGE: 1TB
OS: Windows 10 Home Premium
DISPLAY: 17.3 4K QFHD Anti-glare Display with sRGB 
100% Color & Wide View (3840×2160) (G-Sync)
GRAPHICS: NVIDIA® GeForce™ GTX 1080 GPU with 
8GB GDDR5

PORTS: 1x HDMI 1.4b output Port 
(with HDCP), 2x Mini DisplayPort 
1.3,  1x Thunderbolt™ 3 / USB 3.1 
Gen 2 Combo Port (Type-C), 1x 
USB 3.1 Gen 2 Port (Type-C), 4x 
USB 3.0 Ports (UDB 3.1 Gen 1) (1 
x powered USB port, AC/DC), 
1x 2-in-1 Audio jack (Headphone 
/ S/PDIF Optical output), 1x 
Microphone Jack, 1x Line-in Jack, 
1x Line-out Jack, 1x RJ-45 LAN 
(10/100/1000Mbps)

9.2SP
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VERDICT: “Although leaning towards a high price point, the Illegear D7X is a worthy high-end gaming 
laptop to have if you’re not interested in building your own customised desktop.”  - Wi-Liam

3DMark – 6311
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Amplify the Rockstar in You
Marshall Stanmore

Bringing Concerts to 
Your Home
Marshall is a brand that is no 
stranger to the music arena. Its 
signature amp, often seen at 
concerts and gigs, is a cult favourite 
till this day. From industry to 
consumer, the brand has been 
releasing other audio products. One 
particularly caught my interest: a 
speaker that combines the aesthetics 
of its Marshall amps with superb 
audio quality. You can be sure that 
the output resonating through 
a Marshall speaker will match 
the quality you expect from the 
brand. Best bit of all? The Marshall 
Stanmore brings ‘live concerts’ into 
house without you rubbing shoulders 
with sticky concert goers.matter 
which you choose.

Not Just for Rock ‘n’ Roll
The sound quality emitting from 
the Stanmore is just splendid. The 
knobs on the Stanmore enables you 
to control the bass and treble of 
the speaker – keeping true to the 
customisable sounds that Marshall 
amps are known for. Clarity and 
tone is also not an issue with the 
Stanmore, as every single detail 
comes through clearly no matter 
what song genre. This goes to show 
that the Stanmore is versatile for 
every type of listeners out there.

Connection 
Friendly
It can be 
connected 
through Bluetooth 
without a 
problem. For 
better streaming 
experience, it also 
has an earphone 
jack to connect to 
your mobile.

Classic Look
Its classic finish, 
especially with 
that signature 
chrome Marshall 
logo, makes for an 
amazing addition 
to the décor. It 
just looks good 
anywhere. 

Adjustable 
Equaliser 

The knobs allow 
you to adjust the 
volume, bass and 
treble to suit your 

personal music 
preference.

PRICE: RM2,229
WEIGHT: 5.1kg
DIMENSIONS: 350 x 185 x 185mm
TYPE: Class D Amplifier 2X20W+1X40W
CROSSOVER FREQUENCY: 2500Hz
CONNECTIVITY: Bluetooth Standard 
V4.0+EDR
INPUT: 3.5mm AUX INPUT, RCA, OPTICAL

WOOFER SIZE: 5 1/4 Inches 1x
TWEETER SIZE: 2x 3/4 inch 2x

9.0
VERDICT: “Now where’s my piggy bank, Saving starts now for this bad boy.” - Syafiq

Songs Used
1. Metallica - Nothing Else Matters 
(S&M 1999)
2. Guns n Roses - Sweet Child O’ Mine
3. Santana - Maria Maria feat. The 
Product G&B
4. James Bay - Let It Go
5. John Mayer - Gravity
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A Rockstar’s Dream
The Stanmore stands out, a far cry 
away from many speakers in the 
market - it’ll be a piece of interest 
for any room in the house. Sporting 
Marshall’s signature appearance, the 
Stanmore will make your childhood 
rockstar dream come true. Well, even 
if you’re not a rockstar, it sure does 
make you feel like one. 
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Extra Storage Made Easy
Aztech Personal Storage Dongle PSD500

Running Out of Space?
Have you ever had a problem where 
all your photos and videos in your 
phone is piling up, and now it is out 
of memory. While you can always 
back them up, it’s sometimes a hassle 
to plug in your device to the PC 
and then transferring them to your 
storage. Aztech has a great solution 
that simplifies all that in the form of 
its Personal Storage Dongle aka the 
PSD500.

Small in Size
This small dongle is powered by 
a single 2A micro USB connector, 
which is a standard for many mobile 
devices nowadays. On one end, 
you will plug in an ethernet cable 
to your router and connect any 
FAT32 or NTFS USB storage on the 
other. Install the Aztech app on your 
device, scan the QR code on the 
dongle and voila: you’re ready to go.

Sync and Swim
The PSD500 supports up to 2TB 
of storage – a substantial amount 
for such a small device. The Aztech 
app allows you to sync your files 
between your phone and PSD500, 
so you can easily back up the files 
without putting much thought into it. 
However, there is no option to auto 
sync your files from your phone, and 
it needs to be manually uploaded. It 
can take a long time as only five files 
are allowed to upload at one time. 

Limitations in a 
Stick
The USB is only rated 
at 2.0, so plugging 
in a USB 3.0 storage 
won’t utilise it’s speed. 
The PSD500 is a neat 
device for those that 
are looking for a quick 
and simple way to 
backup files from their 
mobile device.when 
you shower (or swim, 
or dive).

Keeping Watch
The PSD500 not 

only lets you back 
up the files on 

your phone, it also 
connects with a 

variety of Aztech’s 
own IP camera. 

This makes it easy 
to backup live 

recordings of your 
IPCamera, especially 

if you’re looking to 
store the videos for 

long term.

PRICE: RM210
NETWORK: 10/100 Fast Ethernet port
DIMENSIONS : 96mm (L) x 34.6mm 
(W) x 18mm (H)
WEIGHT : 33g

POWER : 5V 2A USB 2.0 Host Port
STORAGE CAPACITY : Up to 2TB
SUPPORTED FILE SYSTEMS: NTFS and 
FAT32 7.4SP

E
C

S

VERDICT: “An easy solution for backing up your mobile device. It is however not one that 
you can sync and go with.”  - Daryl 
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A Portable Hi-Res Audio Solution
Onkyo E700M

A Great Package 
If you’re after ear buds that can 
bring the most out of your FLAC 
files, these are just for you. Attention 
has been paid to the details here. 
Everything from the packaging to 
the material choice here screams 
‘premium’ – as does the audio 
experience, which lives up to its 
Hi-Res promise. The semi-closed 
drivers bring out the best in live 
performances.

Not an All-rounder
The audio produced isn’t perfect 
though. The most glaring problem 
is the way the E700M handles lower 
frequencies. While they perform well 
with acoustic or vocal-driven songs, 
just about everything electronic feels 
a little dampened. It doesn’t feel like 
it was made for punchy beats but 
they more than make up for this by 
delivering a warm and accurate mid-
range. 

Straight Jack
Though the 
E700M is very 
well constructed, 
some may 
prefer jacks that 
terminate in an 
L-shape.

Lack Control
An inline remote 
makes it ideal 
for use with 
phones, but note 
the absence of 
volume controls.

13.5mm 
Drivers 

The housings used 
are large enough 
to accommodate 

13.5mm 
neodymium 

drivers, allowing 
for some very rich 

sound.  

PRICE:  RM659
WEIGHT: 18g
SPEAKER TYPE: Dynamic 
DRIVERS: 13.5mm Neodymium, semi-closed
OUTPUT SOUND: 108dB
FREQUENCY RESPONSE: 6-40,000Hz
IMPEDENCE: 32ohms
CONNECTIVITY: 3.5mm audio jack, Straight-type

7.6
VERDICT: “Great sounding, with a premium design. Ideal for those who bring their lossless audio wherever they go.” - Subhash
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Finding the right smartphone for you can be a tough situation to be in, seeing as there 
is a plethora of choices in the market now and can be very confusing when you go 
in blindly. Therefore, doing research, and perhaps shortlisting what are your criteria 
before delving into purchasing one is very important. 

Back in our April 2016 issue, we featured several notable entry-level smartphones in 
our Showdown. This time around, we are looking to entice you with a selection of mid-range 
smartphones. With a budget between RM1,500 and RM2,000, we set out to see what these 
brands - namely the honor , ZTE, ASUS, Oneplus and OPPO– have to offer in this segment. 

SHOWDOWN

FINDING THE PERFECT MID
PC.com continues its search of the best smartphone in the three main price segments; 

this month we feature mid-range devices
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HONOR 8
riced at a RM1,699 for the standard variant, the 5.2-inch honor 8 is 
equipped with 4GB RAM and 32GB storage, and comes into colours 
namely Pearl White and Midnight Black. Just add RM200 more and 
you’ll get a storage update of 64GB with premium colours: Sapphire 

Blue (this is gorgeous!) and Sunrise Gold.
For its hardware, honor chose its in-house HiSilicon Kirin 950 chipset, paired 

with a Mali-T880 GPU. Its AnTuTu benchmark score was pretty average (91,804) 
and its 3Dmark score is just downright underwhelming (863). 

Compared to its predecessor, the honor 8 is a total revamp when it comes to 
design. It is a far cry away from the all-metal body that the honor 7 sported, where 
the former now sports a glass front and back panel with a metal frame. For us, it 
was reminiscent of the ASUS Zenfone 3, which also features glass front and back. 

An interesting fact about the honor 8 is how the glass back panel is made. 
Boasting of a total of 15 layers of glass, which honor dubs as Aurora Glass. Truth 
be told, it is not a deal breaker for us, while it is certainly pretty. That said, if you 
have the Pearl White variant, the effects may be more muted. 

As with glass encased devices, durability is a concern. After all, none of us 
can be careful all the time. On this front, honor has done well to provide peace of 
mind, albeit brief, with its offering of a one-time three-month warranty for both 
glass panels – no questions asked. 

Another point to note is the fact that the device heats up tremendously easy. 
We often find the honor 8 too hot to handle…and not in a good way. In a well 
ventilated (read: air conditioned room) area, the device feels slightly warm to 
the touch. During hot days, especially outdoors, you’d be hard pressed to keep 
holding the device in your hand.  The price of a glass body; it conducts heat a 
wee bit too easily. 

We would say that the honor 8 is a prime contender with the Huawei P9 when 
it comes to camera and imaging quality. It performed exceeding well in taking 
a variety of photos. Of course, with dual 12-megapixel rear-facing cameras, we 
expect nothing less. If the P9 is a master at taking monochrome photos, the honor 
8’s strengths lie in producing vibrant colours.

P
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ZTE Axon 7
hatever you want in a smartphone, the ZTE Axon 7 has it. While on 
the outside it looks like an unassuming 5.5-inch smartphone, the 
Axon 7 was surprisingly nimble and a joy to use throughout. 

Its fast processor in the form of the Qualcomm Snapdragon 820 
– an apparent crowd favourite for the year – is paired with 4GB of RAM and 64GB 
of internal storage, in addition to an Adreno 530 GPU. No surprises here when 
we say that its benchmark scores met our expectations and more. On AnTuTu, the 
Axon 7 scored a whopping 138,270, followed by an equally as impressive 3Dmark 
score of 2,566 – the latter being the highest among the five devices. 

In terms of RAM and storage, the Axon 7 is comparable to a premium variant 
of the honor 8, with the former priced slightly more at RM1,999. Given that it 
is using one of the top processors for 2016, we feel that it is quite a worthy 
investment. 

ZTE did not spare any money on design either. They called upon BMW 
Designworks to help bring this phone to life, and it certainly did. The high-quality 
finish, sculpted back and front façade are pretty remarkable. 

Speaking of the back panel, the scalloped area for the fingerprint scanner 
means that your finger will reach the scanner each time and every time, even in 
the dark. And just above the scanner lies its 20-megapixel primary camera – one 
that is easy and fuss-free to use. 

We went a little trigger happy with it; the images produce came out clear and 
crisp. The colour processing was pretty accurate as well, quite literally ‘what you 
see is what you get’ in auto mode. The Axon 7 shines during low-light situations 
thanks to its fast f/1.8 lens. 

If you’re an audiophile, the Axon 7 will further entice you as boasts of a dual 
Digital Analogue Converter (DAC) setup. Thanks to this two high fidelity chips, 
your music on either the front-facing stereo speakers, or through your headphones 
with the 3.5mm headphone jack, will sound beyond amazing. Plus, it has enough 
juice to drive audiophile-quality headphones.

W
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ASUS Zenfone 3
imilar to the honor 8, the ASUS Zenfone 3 is one of those ‘I’m scared 
I’ll drop it’ smartphones of 2016. It features contoured glass body - front 
AND back - giving the device a stylish glossy finish as opposed to the 
ZenFone 2 metalised body. Unlike the honor 8, the Zenfone 3 certainly 

feels slippy in hand and we were hyperaware of how we were carrying, holding 
and handling the device! 

And don’t get us started on the smudges! If you’re the sort that dislikes your 
phones being a fingerprint magnet (and fragile), run for the hills! 

Given the hype over the Zenfone 3, our expectations for the device was 
already set. Priced at RM1,699, the device comes with 4GB RAM and 64GB 
internal storage – a competitive price point among its contenders. 

Unfortunately, on both the AnTuTu and 3Dmark benchmark tests, the Zenfone 
3 scored the second lowest among the five devices we have on hand for this 
Showdown. While its hardware – a Qualcomm Snapdragon 625 and Adreno 506 
– is comparable with the honor 8, the Zenfone 3 really did fall short, with its score 
of 61,892 for AnTuTu and 467 for 3Dmark. 

Despite its shortfalls, we do love the whole multimedia experience on the 
Zenfone 3. The camera particularly strikes our fancy, with little touches of user-
friendly features that makes capturing moments faster and easier. For example, 
instead of pre-setting your timer for selfies (in Beautification mode), just drag the 
shutter button following the line – how far you drag it is the amount of time (up 
to 5 seconds) you have to get ready to selfie! In general, pictures and videos come 
out great, and further enhanced by the clear and crisp 5.5-inch Super IPS+ display. 

Another point to note is the amount of pre-loaded apps that came bundled 
with the new ASUS ZenUI 3.0. We suggest that your pick and choose from the 
whole boat load on which apps you’d like to keep.

S
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Oneplus 3
hey say third time’s the charm, and for OnePlus, this is certainly the case. 
Having used both its predecessors we can safely say that the brand has 
taken its latest flagship to greater heights. On paper, everything has 
gotten an upgrade, apart from its 5.5-inch display size. 

The OnePlus 3 houses a Qualcomm Snapdragon 820 processor, Adreno 530 
GPU, with 6GB RAM and 64GB internal storage. The device is certainly a step 
above the likes of the ZTE Axon 7 as it provides better value at RM1,888. 

Its AnTuTu score soars above the rest at 143,952 (higher than the Axon 7). It 
falters just a smidgen on its 3Dmark score at 2,370, coming in second to the ZTE 
device. That said, its benchmark results certainly reflect its awesome capabilities 
– in both performance and graphics.

The OnePlus 3 is a quick-witted device that is nimble and snappy. You can 
especially see this when you unlock the phone, whether it’s through conventional 
on-screen methods or fingerprint scanner. After using various Android devices 
with a fingerprint scanner on the back, the OnePlus 3’s scanner is the same as the 
home button – it seems so unnatural now. 

We know a lot of people don’t share my sentiments on this; we are genuinely 
upset that the OnePlus 3 has traded its textured sandstone back panel for a 
anodised aluminium one. Generally, we found the latest rendition of its mega-
popular flagship to be uninspired. For heaven’s sake, at first glance, it looks like a 
HTC-branded device. 

Sure, it does look much sleeker and streamlined, but we really did like that 
the sandstone rear panel provided an extra grip – something that a lot of bigger 
phones seem to lack. At least it is won’t slither away like the Zefone 3 would. 

While the quality and performance has improved, we much prefer the outcome 
of other devices – the ASUS Zenfone 3 and honor 8 being some of them. I find that 
the colours produce are inaccurate and a lot warmer when captured with Auto 
mode. For mobile photography enthusiasts, the OnePlus 3 will not satisfy your 
needs as the manual mode is far too simple. If you’re not looking for fantastic 
camera capabilities, everything else trumps that.

T
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PPO has certainly up their game when it comes to manufacturing its devices. Though 
not the latest, the OPPO F1 Plus is a testament of the brand heading toward a more 
premium look and feel. Certainly having a unibody has become a dime a dozen in the 
market, but it doesn’t mean we can’t appreciate the beautiful combination of its glossy 

Gorilla Glass 4 and metallic polished metal back panel. 
We do have to point out that the F1 Plus does remind us of a certain fruit brand at first glance; 

the shape and the colour (rose gold) had us slightly perplexed.  We had to do a double take to 
make sure I picked up the right box. Yes, even the box was oddly a similar shape and size. 

What makes the F1 Plus stands out – aside from its “Selfie Expert” claims - is the weight and 
thickness of the smartphone.  At an unbelievable 6.6mm, the F1 Plus reigns supreme on this front. 
Even the bezel is teeny-tiny at only 1.66mm in width. 

It feels light as a feather in hand, which sometimes made us forget that we were holding a 
phone. We’d be somewhat apprehensive in putting it in the back pocket, in fear we’d snap it in 
half.

On the inside, the F1 Plus runs on a Mediatek MT6755 Helio P10 processor and Mali-T860MP2 
GPU. Comparatively to the rest, this device isn’t very mid-range in terms of specs – just in price 
(RM1,898). We were severely disappointed by its scores of 51,158 on AntTuTu and 342 on 3Dmark, 
making it the lowest among the five. 

A silver lining is perhaps OPPO’s improvement on its operating system. The brand has done 
away with the novelty homescreen. You’ll find that OPPO has finally found the right foot in with 
the F1 Plus through its ColorOS 3.0, which is based on the Android OS 5.1 Lollipop. The layout 
feels more streamlined and pleasing to the eyes. 

Another commendable feature about the F1 Plus is the fingerprint scanner, which is lightning 
fast to respond. And unlike many other smartphones in the market, the fingerprint scanner on the 
F1 Plus is not activated via swiping motion. You’d have to place your digits on the home button 
and apply a little pressure on the plate. 

However, to call itself an expert in selfies is a bit of stretch to say the least. While the 
16-megapixels sounds great on paper, the results were a little underwhelming when we tried it out. 
For the selfie experiment, we had compared the pictures side by side with other smartphones…
and we just didn’t see what the fuss was all about. There was no defining difference between the 
pictures…if anything, the results from the F1 Plus was slightly lacklustre.

OPPO F1 Plus
O
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COMPARISON

CONCLUSION

ZTE Axon 7 OnePlus 3 OPPO F1 Plushonor 8 ASUS Zenfone 3

Now, selecting a winner among the five was a tough decision to make. On one hand, we thoroughly enjoyed our experience with the standard variant honor 8…now if only 
it didn’t feel like a ticking timebomb in our hands. The ASUS Zenfone 3 is a great contender for the honor 8, but unfortunately, we feel that glass isn’t for us regardless how 
well they perform. The anxiety of not dropping the phone is just too much for us.

If we were going by specs and performance, the ZTE Axon 7 and OnePlus 3 are going neck and neck. Our bias is with the latter, being a strong supporter of the brand 
since its inception. 

While its benchmark scores are impressive to say the least, as highlighted earlier, the OnePlus 3’s camera still remains our point of contention. On this front, the Axon 
7 certainly has a leg up, with a better primary camera.  

In short, the OnePlus 3 wins when it comes to being back for your buck. But if you’re looking for an all-rounder multimedia smartphone, the Axon 7 if the one for you. 

RM1,699

DIMENSIONS:
145.5 X 71 X 7.45 MM

WEIGHT: 153 G

OPERATING 
SYSTEM: ANDROID 

6.0 MARSHMALLOW

DISPLAY: 5.2-INCH 
LTPS FHD DISPLAY

PROCESSOR: 
HISILICON KIRIN 950

GPU: MALI-T880 
MP4

MEMORY: 32GB 
INTERNAL STORAGE, 

4GB RAM

CAMERA: PRIMARY 
- DUAL 12 MP, F/2.2. 
SECONDARY - 8 MP, 

F/2.4.

ANTUTU 
BENCHMARK: 91,804

3DMARK: 863

DIMENSIONS:
151.7 X 75 X 7.9MM

WEIGHT: 175 G

OPERATING 
SYSTEM: ANDROID 

6.0 MARSHMALLOW

DISPLAY: 5.5-INCH 
AMOLED QHD 

DISPLAY

PROCESSOR: 
QUALCOMM 

SNAPDRAGON 820

GPU: ADRENO 530

MEMORY: 64GB 
INTERNAL STORAGE, 

4GB RAM

CAMERA: PRIMARY 
– 20 MP F/1.8. 

SECONDARY – 5 MP 
F/2.2.

ANTUTU 
BENCHMARK: 

138,270
3DMARK: 2566

DIMENSIONS:
152.59 X 77.38 X 7.69 MM

WEIGHT: 155 G

OPERATING 
SYSTEM: ANDROID 

6.0 MARSHMALLOW

DISPLAY: 5.5-INCH 
SUPER IPS+ FHD 

DISPLAY

PROCESSOR: 
QUALCOMM 

SNAPDRAGON 625

GPU: ADRENO 506

MEMORY: 64GB 
INTERNAL STORAGE, 

4GB RAM

CAMERA: PRIMARY 
– 16 MP F/2.0. 

SECONDARY – 8 MP 
F/2.0.

ANTUTU 
BENCHMARK: 61,892

3DMARK: 467

DIMENSIONS: 
152.7×74.7×7.35MM

WEIGHT: 158 G

OPERATING 
SYSTEM: ANDROID 

6.0 MARSHMALLOW

DISPLAY: 5.5-INCH 
OPTIC AMOLED FHD

PROCESSOR: 
QUALCOMM 

SNAPDRAGON 820

GPU: ADRENO 530

MEMORY: 64GB 
INTERNAL STORAGE, 

6GB RAM

CAMERA: PRIMARY 
– 16 MP F/1.8. 

SECONDARY –  8 MP 
F/2.2.

ANTUTU 
BENCHMARK: 

143,952
3DMARK: 2370

DIMENSIONS: 151.8 
X 74.3 X 6.6MM

WEIGHT: 145 G

OPERATING 
SYSTEM: ANDROID 

5.1 LOLLIPOP

DISPLAY: 5.5-INCH 
AMOLED FHD 

DISPLAY

PROCESSOR: 
MEDIATEK MT6755 

HELIO P10

GPU: MALI-T860MP2

MEMORY: 64GB 
INTERNAL STORAGE, 

4GB RAM

CAMERA: PRIMARY 
– 13 MP F/2.2. 

SECONDARY – 16 
MP F/2.0.

ANTUTU 
BENCHMARK: 51,158

3DMARK: 342

RM1,999 RM1,699 RM1,888 RM1,898



How to render colours with the white balance correction function

By studio9
studio9 is a photography website established in Japan in 2011. This PC.com Pixel series is 

brought to you by Canon Asia.

An advanced photographer shows off their individuality not just through how well they capture the subject or compose the picture, but also through how they 
choose to render colours. One useful tool is the White Balance Correction function, which is more conventionally used to correct colour casts to a neutral white. 

PIXELS

FINDING THE PERFECT 
BALANCE
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What is the difference between white balance (WB) and white balance correction?
White balance is a setting used to change the colour balance in your photos to make it look warmer or cooler. If you use “Cloudy, twilight, sunset” mode, your 
photos will look reddish, whereas if you use “Tungsten light” mode, they will appear bluish. The basic settings for colour balance is as seen below.

However, this setting on its own only affects how blue or red your photos will appear. So what if you want to make photos appear more greenish to emphasize 
the fresh green of trees? Or the times where you want to produce a colour somewhere between that of the “Daylight” and “Cloudy, twilight, sunset” modes by 
making the colour warmer or cooler?

That’s where the White Balance Correction function comes in, by allowing you to the colour tones and therefore render colours in tones that don’t appear in 
the actual scene.

If you select the [WB Shift/Bkt.] option, a screen like the one below will 
appear.

The G (Green), A (Amber), M (Magenta), B (Blue) axes are then displayed. 
The B (Blue) - A (Amber) axis in the horizontal direction is used to fine tune 
the white balance to make colours appear warmer or cooler. Meanwhile, the 
G (Green) - M (Magenta) axis in the vertical direction is used to make your 
photos appear greenish or pinkish.

How you access the White Balance Correction function?
Whether you’re using a DSLR or a mirrorless camera, the White Balance Correction function can be set in more or less the same way. Your camera should have a 
[WB Shift/Bkt.] option available in the menu.
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Step 1: Decide on a base white 
balance setting
I wanted the photo to look clear and 
slightly sharp, and so changed the 
white balance to “Tungsten light”. 
This also resulted in an image that 
had cooler tones.

Step 2: Apply white balance 
correction along the G (Green) - 
M (Magenta) axis
I applied more G (Green) for the white 
balance correction because I wanted 
to put a little more emphasis on the 
green colour of the flowers. In this 
example, I shifted the marker about 8 
squares in the G direction on the grid.

Step 3: Apply white balance 
correction along the B (Blue) - A 
(Amber) axis
While adjusting along the G - M axis 
will determine the overall colour 
tint of your photos, use the B - A 
axis if you want to adjust the colour 
temperature a little more.
In this example, I thought the photo 
appeared a little too cool, so I added a 
little warmth to the photo by shifting 
the marker about 4 squares in the A 
(Amber) direction.

This completely changed the look of 
the photo. Be sure to decide on the 
change to the base white balance 
in advance as it has the strongest 
impact on the colour.

On some monitors, the difference 
might not be that clear. However, 
this is how the image will look after 
you have made adjustments in the B 
- A direction. With this, you will have 
achieved the colour you were aiming 
for!

When using white balance 
correction, the key is to firstly adjust 
along the G (Green) - M (Magenta) 
axis in the vertical direction. If you 
slide the marker about 3 to 4 squares 
at a time along the axis, the change in 
colour will become more obvious. You 
might want to try this after getting 
used to adjusting along the B (Blue) 
- A (Amber) axis (or skip it entirely if 
you don’t need to do so).

To bring out the translucence of the water, I used the “White fluorescent light” mode, which brings out the beautiful colour of the sky and makes the image appear 
more translucent. In addition, I tried increasing the G (Green) value to about G+7. By doing that, I was able to create relaxing tones with a more retro feel.

Four tips for white balance correction
When using the White Balance Correction function, it is best to try various settings during the shoot. However, I want to introduce four basic tips that could help.
1. On sunny days, increase the G value for clearer photos with relaxing tones
In the photo of a fountain below, I created a bokeh effect in the foreground and increased the G value by +2, to give the whole image a neutral, more relaxing tone.

You can see that the green colour 
of the flower stems has been 
emphasized considerably. The sky 
also appears slightly greenish, which 
gives the image a unique ambience.

EOS 5D Mark II/ EF24-105mm f/4L IS 
USM/ f/5.6/ 1/1250 sec/ ISO 200
I took the shot using “Daylight” 
mode (without white balance 
correction).

3 steps to rendering colours in your own style
Now that you understand what white balance correction does, I will introduce some tips for the settings to use during an actual shoot. If you follow the steps below, you 
should be able to easily find your own colour rendering style. (P.S: Trying out these concepts with your own camera will probably help you to grasp them more easily.)

I will introduce this by showing an actual photo as an example. (Note that the edits to the example were simulated on a RAW file using Digital Photo 
Professional.) I have exaggerated the white balance correction in the corrected pictures a little to make the differences more obvious.
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2. For cherry blossom trees on a cloudy day, try increasing the M value
If you take shots of cherry blossom trees using “Daylight” mode on a cloudy day, your photos will appear like this. As the blossoms are quite pale in colour, they 
don't stand out but instead, blend into the sky.

3. Increase the M value in “Tungsten light” mode to create a literally and figuratively “cool”-looking city nightscape
When shooting a city nightscape, I recommend using the white balance correction to produce cooler colours. The picture just doesn’t have that big city feel if you 
use “Daylight” mode.

So I’ve just introduced four guidelines which you can follow in three steps. For these guidelines, all I did was change the white balance of the original photo 
without making any changes to the brightness or contrast. See how much the ambience of an image changes simply by rendering the colours differently? 

4. Increasing the G value at twilight immediately gives the image a retro feel
The most dramatic time of the day is just before the sun sets on a sunny day. However, “Daylight” mode doesn’t work too well in conveying that dramatic ambience.

EOS 5D Mark II/ EF24-105mm f/4L IS USM/ f/8.0, 
1/320 sec/ ISO 200
The blossoms appear white and dull. Try using 
“Cloudy, twilight, sunset” mode to bring out 
warmth in the image.

EOS 5D Mark II/ EF24-105mm f/4L IS USM/ f/11/ 
6sec/ ISO 200

EOS 5D Mark II/ EF24-105mm f/4L IS USM/ f/5.6/ 
1/1000 sec/ ISO 250

I changed the white balance to “Tungsten light” 
mode to create the cool atmosphere in the image. 
The big city feel came out rather impressively!

Try using “Shade” mode instead to create warmer 
colours. This brings out the ambience rather well.

In addition, I increased the M (Magenta) value to 
M+10 so that the cityscape looks even more cool 
and sophisticated. The sky appears a little purplish, 
giving the image an air of sophisticated composure.

In addition, I tried increasing the G (Green) value to 
G+6. This brought out a depth in the colour to give 
the image a retro feel! (I increased the A value a 
little as well by about +4 because the image lacked 
enough red to balance out the increased G value.)

After shifting to a warmer colour, the colour of the 
blossoms stands out a little more.

In addition, I increased the M (Magenta) value to 
M+5. The colour of the blossoms is just like how it 
appears when you see it in person!
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HP reveals new breakthrough for mobile computing
Office in Your Pocket

or the new generation of 
business-oriented employees 
who are always on the 
move due to the nature of 

their work, HP has come up with 
a new breakthrough solution that 
revolutionises the mobile computing 
experience. The HP Elite x3 is a new 
mobile ecosystem that will drive the 
next generation of computing with 
its versatile design that can address 
the massive shift in where and how 
we work.

“The development of the HP 
Elite x3 witnessed the integration 
of various technologies to suit the 
demanding needs of today’s business 
professionals who are always on the 
go,” says Kym Lim, Managing Director 
of HP Malaysia. 

“With the innovation of the HP 
Elite x3, we believe HP is headed in 
the right direction. This is the future 
of computing – one device with 
multiple uses, a modern technology 
solution for mobility combined with 
top-notch IT capabilities.

Known as the first ever built-for-
business mobile device that can deliver 
seamless phablet, laptop and desktop 
business productivity, the HP Elite x3 
utilises Continuum in Windows 10 
and enables frictionless multi-screen 
transitions between a phone and 
desktop PC scenario. Users can also 
dock the Elite x3 with its ecosystem 
of accessories to render desktop 
and laptop productivity experiences 
while also retaining productivity on-

F

BIZ 2.0

the-go in a world-class premium and 
commercial-grade phablet.

With this capability, users can 
now effortlessly switch between 
using the Elite x3 as a desktop, laptop 
or mobile device, no longer needing 
to worry about what device to use 
in what environment. The Elite x3 
also comes with an added layer of 
protection with a biometric fingerprint 
scanner as well as an iris scanner 
to unlock the device, perfect for its 
enterprise customers.

The HP Elite x3 also offers 
a unique computing experience 
by leveraging the power of the 
Snapdragon 820 processor, Windows 
10 Mobile with Windows Continuum, 
the optional HP Desk Dock and the 
optional Lap Dock, allowing the 
device to let people work on their 
own terms no matter where the 
locale. Users can also enjoy easier, 
faster charging with the Qualcomm 
Quick Charge 3.0 technology.  The 
Desk Dock not only offers a full 
featured desktop experience for the 
Elite x3, it includes a DisplayPort for 

external monitor support, two USB-A 
and a USB-C connection for business 
continuity and wired Ethernet to 
seamlessly scale users’ productivity 
at their desk.

Meanwhile, the HP Lap Dock 
creates a laptop experience like 
no other with its near zero bezel 
and standing at 12.5 inches with a 

diagonal HD display while weighing 
in at 1kg. What makes the HP Lap 
Dock great is the ability to not store 
any data on it for additional security 
as all of the apps, passwords and 
files are stored and managed in the 
Elite x3.

The HP Elite x3 is available for order 
with a starting price of RM3,599. 

“...users can now 
effortlessly switch 
between using the Elite x3 
as a desktop...”
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Budget 2017
What we can expect for the tech industry next year?  

fter much anticipation and waiting, the Budget 2017 announcement by the Malaysian Prime Minister Datuk Seri Najib Tun Razak has left the ‘rakyat’ and 
businesses with a mixed bag of allocations. While some prove to be interesting, we are solely looking at the technology front this time around. From 
consumer technology to broadband initiatives, hear what industry players are saying. A

CA Technologies is impressed with the digital and innovation-related 
incentives announced during the recent Budget 2017. Businesses today 
after all are using software to innovate, differentiate their services 
and respond to customers’ needs in a high-demand and fast-paced 
environment with greater agility and efficiency. 

The application economy has significantly raised customer 
expectations and is bringing disruption to every industry. Businesses can 
no longer continue with their status quo in order to own the customer 
experience. To succeed and leapfrog their competitions in this digital 
era, it is imperative for businesses to integrate software into all aspects 
of their operations and embrace digital transformation.

We believe that the targeted business and digital incentives under 
Budget 2017 will further boost the engines of economic growth for 
Malaysia. All of the above bodes well for Malaysia’s digital transformation 
agenda, which is already well underway. The government’s Budget 2017 
measures announced will certainly play a key role in ensuring that the 
country’s drive towards becoming a fully developed knowledge economy 
by 2020 remains solidly on track. 

“
Nick Lim, Vice President, ASEAN and 

Greater China, CA Technologies

With Malaysia now an upper middle income nation according to 
Purchasing Power Parity (PPP), the Prime Minister has outlined a promising 
budget which aims to maintain a sustainable economic growth. Autodesk 
commends the allocations given under Budget 2017 as it will indeed boost 
the investment and development across various industries.

With the overall allocation of RM80 million to revitalise the creative, 
film, arts and cultural sector, Autodesk has deep ties with Malaysia’s 
creative sector and this will further strengthen it. Over the past years, we 
have seen a rising demand for creative content in Malaysia and we believe 
that the local film industry is set scale new heights through the inflow of 
production studios and adoption of new technologies such as virtual reality. 
Technology definitely has a great role to play when it comes to film making 
and as the leader in 3D design, engineering and entertainment software 
with an involvement across the worldwide media and entertainment 
industry, Autodesk believes Malaysia will continue to be a key player in 
the creative content industry in the region. 

Chris Lee, Country Manager, Autodesk 
Singapore, Malaysia and Brunei

BIZ 2.0
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“

K Raman, Managing Director, 
Microsoft Malaysia

Chin Chee Seong, Chairman, PIKOM

Certainly, the announcement of higher broadband speeds at existing prices and 
plans to reduce prices at double the speeds is long overdue. This is the right step 
but the government’s decision to not make ICT goods and services GST zero rated is 
a missed opportunity to really benefit almost all Malaysians.

While allocations of RM1 billion have been made to ensure that broadband 
speed hits 20 megabytes per second nationwide, we hope the implementation will 
be swift. We also welcome the increase in facility for public servants to RM5,000 
for smartphone purchase once every three years.

The provision of RM2,500 lifestyle tax relief for various items including 
smartphones and tablets and broadband purchase is spot on. PIKOM has been 
calling for the current relief to be extended to include smartphones and available 
at a closer interval. This is a welcome move but the amount should be higher 
considering the typical Malaysian family, especially for urban families. It is a good 
move all the same and will certainly help the middle income of M40 group.

The focus on ecommerce and start-ups also bode well for the industry will serve 
as a catalyst for further growth. We will continue to emphasise the need for ICT 
goods and services to be zero rated under GST as a means to help the rakyat.

Today, these are necessities that everyone uses and providing some form of 
subsidy or relief would have gone a long way in helping the man on the street. 

“

Microsoft Malaysia welcomes the 2017 National Budget themed “Ensuring Unity and 
Economic Growth, Inclusive Prudent Spending, Wellbeing of the Rakyat”. We are thrilled 
that the Budget for next year recognises the contribution of the digital economy to 
the country’s GDP. Initiatives such as the Malaysia Digital Hub and the creation of the 
world’s first Digital Free Zone are steps in the right direction to bolster the country’s 
strategic ICT thrust. 

This is clearly in line with our mission to empower every person and every organization 
in Malaysia to achieve more, and we remain fully committed to working closely with the 
Government and businesses to digitally transform. We’ve worked hard over the past 25 
years to become a trusted advisor to the Government, providing over RM17 million in 
grants and skills training, and will continue to do so for the future.

With the announcement of the first ever Digital Free Zone in the world, set to stimulate 
growth and drive efficiency in the digital world by merging physical and virtual zones to 
facilitate international eCommerce. This is a very exciting time for Malaysia, as a growing 
digital economy needs a strong support structure and ecosystem to thrive. Initiatives such 
as the Digital Free Zone will set the country apart as a key differentiator amongst other 
competing nations.

Microsoft Malaysia also lauds the announcement of the Digital Maker Movement and 
the Malaysia Digital Hub, which will help nurture talents and create innovators, while 
enabling the country to be a fully sustainable digital economy. 
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SPOTLIGHT

WEBE AIMS TO REDEFINE MOBILITY AS A DIGITAL MOBILITY 
SERVICES PROVIDER

COMPLEMENTING THE 
DIGITAL LIFESTYLE

ebe is a community-led brand under 
the TM Group and its mission is 
to redefine mobility through the 
things we do and not prioritising 
gigabytes, price plans and contracts 
– it’s all about customer experience.

As the centre of excellence in mobility, webe 
fulfils the TM Group’s aspiration of providing a holistic 
convergence service, in support of the Group’s vision 
of “To Make Life and Business Easier, for a Better 
Malaysia”.

As the mobility pillar of TM Group, the brand 
ensures that Malaysian digital lifestyle continues 
uninterrupted even when users step outside their 
house. On this front, webe completes the quad play 
of services offered by the TM Group, reinforcing its 
advocacy for an always-on digital lifestyle. 

PC.com speaks to Azizi A Hadi, webe’s Chief 
Executive Officer to learn more about the brand and its 
endeavours into this highly competitive space.

WBy Teh Wi-Liam & Nur Atifi
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PC.com: What made webe decide to enter 
the high competitive telco market and go 
against the big four that Malaysia already 
has?

Azizi A Hadi: About two years ago, we sat down 
together with the team to transform the company. 
At the time webe (formerly known as Packet One 
Networks) had just become a TM Group company. 
As we brainstormed, all solutions and ideas 
would arrive with similar outcomes. It wasn’t 
until we broke out of the confines of ideating like 
a traditional telco that we began to realise the 
potential and opportunity that we had. We set our 
vision to be a truly digital organisation and brand. 
Our services would then be simple and provide 
true value to the customer whilst focusing on 
the total customer experience and new services, 
rather than competing on data or pricing. We spoke 
to Malaysians to understand their connectivity 
needs, which led us to the conclusion that it wasn’t 
capacity or speeds that mattered to them, it was 
what they could do with it.

You may notice we call ourselves a digital mobility 
services provider – not a telco. We don’t consider 
ourselves to be a Telco because we are doing things 
that are unconventional with never-ending data, calls 
and SMS and no plans, caps or contracts – something 
which nobody else has done before. 

Mobility to us means so much more – in line 
with our philosophy of ‘start here. go anywhere.’ our 
service plan is just the start of an end-to-end digital 
experience which we promise to deliver to our 
members. In line with the TM Group’s aspiration, we 
aim to be Malaysia’s true Convergence Champion – 
differentiating ourselves from the rest by providing 
a holistic convergence service.  

PC.com: What makes webe different from the 
other telco operators, especially the wide 
range of MVNOs available in the country?

Azizi A Hadi: Our service plan is constructed based 
on what Malaysians themselves said they wanted 
in mobility, that is unlike any other local operator. 
We liberate our members by freeing them of the 
constraints of caps, quotas and contracts with 
never-ending data, calls and SMS. 

Customer experience is our utmost priority. We 
prioritise user experience by emphasising simplicity 
when subscribing, offering one simple plan at a 
reasonable and affordable price and providing 
various avenues of customer service for members 
to reach us anywhere, anytime.

PC.com: Let’s talk about coverage – something 
that consumers often look for when selecting 
a telco. 

Azizi A Hadi: Our coverage is nationwide with 
Klang Valley, Penang and JB sufficiently covered 
by 4G LTE. We are focusing on developing and 

ensuring the service network experience in our core 
area is seamless before expanding towards East 
Malaysia, which will eventually happen.

PC.com: Tell us more about the webe plans – 
what makes it more attractive to consumers?

Azizi A Hadi: We call our value proposition – 
Data Liberation. We believe that once we free the 
consumers of any worries regarding data caps, 
quota or binding contracts, they will really be able 
to explore and enjoy mobility.  We are the only 
digital service provider to offer never-ending data, 
calls and SMS with no contracts, quotas or caps. 
We want users to really explore what mobility 
and connectivity truly mean and the power of the 
Internet.

PC.com: How did the idea of an end-to-end 
digital customer experience come about?

Azizi A Hadi: End-to-end digital customer 
experience began through our own personal 
experiences of dealing with customer service. From 
the subscription point of view, we have simplified 
the process to make it easier for users to be able to 
subscribe to our services from the comfort of their 
homes to having their plans and devices delivered 
to their doorstep within 48 hours, true to our 
promise of ‘Life and Business Made Easier’.

From the customer service point of view, 
we have provided various points of interaction, 
including on ground in Sunway Pyramid, via calling 
in or a 24/7 Live Online Chat. We want to ensure 
that we are conveniently available for you at a time 
and/or location that best suits you.  

PC.com: Although webe offers unlimited 
data, it doesn’t talk about the speed; why is 
that?

Azizi A Hadi: Yes, it’s true that webe is offering 
never-ending data. We do not focus on speeds 
because we believe that mobility is more than just 
gigabytes, Mbps and contracts and so do most 
Malaysians – it’s about what we’re able to do with 
it that makes the difference. 

As webe is all about doing things differently, 
tethering is charged despite having never-ending 
data, calls and SMS because we want to ensure an 
uncompromised experience for all webe members 
through equitable usage for all.  

PC.com: What else does webe have in store 
for its customers this year?

Azizi A Hadi: As mentioned, we are looking at 
improving and expanding the coverage areas as a 
priority to ensure that members have a seamless 
experience within our webe coverage areas. The 
service plan as mentioned is just the beginning for 
webe and we will keep you updated as we progress 
through the year.

PC.com: What are your aspirations for 
webe? 

Azizi A Hadi: As a community led brand, we hope 
to bring about more services and features that 
enhance the user experience digitally. Currently 
we are already working on more integrated digital 
services that aim to continue the digital end-to-end 
experience. 
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 THE CAPTAIN BEHIND
THE CUSTOMISATION

ith gaming companies coming 
out with its own take on gaming 
laptops over the past few years, 
one individual saw this as an 
opportunity to take gaming laptops 

to the next level with total customisation.
That person is none other than Chin Jiun How, 

Managing Director of Illegear. PC.com speaks to Chin 
and picks his brain on how the whole idea of being 
able to customise a gaming laptop came about and 
much more.

W

By Teh Wi-Liam
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ILLEGEAR IS MALAYSIA’S FIRST EVER FULLY 
CUSTOMISABLE LAPTOP COMPANY.
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PC.com: How did the idea of total customisable 
laptops come about?

Chin Jiun How: Basically, it all started back when I 
was still in university back in 2011. I was doing research 
online for a gaming laptop and I stumbled upon a 
gaming laptop website that specialises in customisation 
in Australia. I was taken aback because I didn’t know 
this sort of thing was possible back then. From there, 
I kept doing a lot more research about customisable 
laptops and to what extent you can customise a gaming 
laptop and still have it fully functioning.

That was when I decided to bring the idea back 
to Malaysia. We saw a lot of potential in the gaming 
market, even when back then, the gaming industry 
wasn’t that great back then. The only brand that stood 
out back then was Alienware and Asus ROG and even 
ROG wasn’t that famous yet.

PC.com: Since Illegear started only in 2011, how 
many years of research did it take before you 
were confident enough to openly challenge other 
brands like MSI and Asus?

Chin: I did about one-and-a-half years in research and 
preparation alone during my schooling time; back then, 
I was too young to start a business also. Our plan was 
to never challenge them as we have a lot of respect for 
them and we try to learn from them on how we can 
improve as a company ourselves.

PC.com: What would say makes Illegear different 
from other gaming brands?

Chin: First of all, it would definitely be the ability to 
customise from the exterior to the interior. We also 
do custom paint jobs and provide engravings onto the 
casing. One such case was Streamline Studios where 
they ordered a few units and we helped to print their 
logo onto the laptops as well. We can also help to 
customise and upgrade some major parts of the laptops 
like the display screen as well as the backlit keys on the 
keyboard. We can also upgrade graphics cards so if let’s 
say someone wants to upgrade theirs to the latest GTX 
10 Series, we can upgrade it, depending on the laptop 
series.

PC.com: How long does it take for you to complete 
the design concept and production of an Illegear 
laptop?

Chin:  For example, the design for the D9X is actually 
from a top tier manufacturer from Taiwan known as 
Clevo. Alienware is also one of the famous gaming 
brands that also use Clevo. As for our flagship models 
like the Z Series, we designed it ourselves. On designing 
it, we took at least half a year to design the prototype 
alone.

PC.com: Were there any issues or problems 
that you encountered when you were designing 
them?

Chin: Before we announce our new laptops 
to the market, we make sure that we put the 
laptops through every test possible before 
we make the announcement. One of the tests 
we put the laptops through is a drop test to 
make sure that even if the owners were to 
accidentally drop the laptop, their data and 
hardware will still be safe.

PC.com: Would you say the pricing for 
Illegear laptops is expensive?

Chin: Honestly, no. After NVIDIA announced 
the release of the GTX 10 Series, the gap for 
pricing between desktop and gaming laptops 
are getting closer. Nowadays, our laptops 
can perform at almost the same level as a 
customised desktop PC. The difference would 
be less than 5%.

PC.com: Would you then encourage gamers 
to lean towards gaming laptops instead of 
having to build their own desktop PCs?

Chin: I think ultimately it all depends on their 
needs. In the end, desktop PCs are still better 
to upgrade compared to laptops. If you want to 
upgrade to a certain graphics card, it would be 
easier on a desktop PC since it depends on the 
compatibility with a laptop.

PC.com: What can potential customers 
expect from an Illegear gaming laptop if 
they are interested in purchasing it?

Chin: We have more sales experience when it 
comes to gaming laptops. In the end, we want 

to help the customers choose the right laptop 
for them to suit their needs. From the kind of 
games they play to their preferred screen size 
and even what they expect out of the laptop, 
we take all that into consideration before 
recommending a specific model.

PC.com: And what can people expect from 
Illegear in the future?

Chin: For starters, we’re looking to expand our 
product lineup but we can’t say much for now. 
We also want to start looking to creating desktop 
PCs as well. The reason we didn’t come out with 
desktops in the first place is because we are more 
passionate about laptops so hopefully sometime 
in the future we can consider desktops.

We’re also looking to expand into other 
countries around Asia. We focused on getting 
the name of Illegear out into the local scene 
before we moved towards other countries and 
since now we have made a name for ourselves, 
we want to expand our reach into other 
countries. We also do ship to other countries 
and Brunei is one of the countries that we have 
received a lot of orders from.

PC.com: Which Illegear laptop do you 
use and when you do have the time, what 
games do you play?

Chin: I’m using the Q7 because it is by far the 
lightest 17-inch gaming laptop. I travel a lot so 
I would need a lightweight laptop that comes 
with a big display screen. Normally, I would 
play Overwatch, Dota 2 and some other strategy 
games that I find on Steam. 
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inview

ith “smart” vehicles 
playing such a major role 
in our day-to-day lives, 

it’s no surprise that semi- and fully-
autonomous transportation and the 
potential for driverless cars have become 
hot topics. According to market research 
firm Gartner, driverless vehicles will 
represent approximately 25 percent of 
the passenger vehicle population in use 
in mature markets by 2030.   

while highways full of driverless 
cars may be a shining vision of the future 
for some, from a hacker’s perspective 
they represent yet another opportunity 
to wreak havoc. ensuring driver safety 
from cyber threats has become a major 
development focus and challenge in the 
automotive and security industries. 

W

Driverless Cars
A new way of life and a new cybersecurity challenge

inview

A driverless car is a very advanced 
mode of transportation, possibly 
even without a readily available 
steering wheel. These “smart” cars 
have considerably more electronic 
components than “traditional” cars, and 
rely on sensors, radar, GPS mapping, 
and a variety of artificial intelligence to 
enable self-driving. 

Here are some attacks that are likely 
to be targeted at highly connected and 
autonomous cars: 

•	 Privilege	escalation	and	
system	interdependencies: 
Attackers will seek 
vulnerabilities in lesser-
defended services, such as 
entertainment systems, and 
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The author is the Country Manager for 

Fortinet Malaysia.

Google’s in-house driverless car. As of July 2015, Google’s driverless test vehicles 
had been involved in 14 minor accidents since 2009.

try to “leap” across intra-car 
networks to more sensitive 
systems through the integrated 
car communications systems.  

•	 System	stability	and	
predictability: As new 
autonomous cars are 
developed, they will very likely 
need to include software 
provided by a variety of 
vendors – including open 
source software. information 
technologies (iT), unlike 
industrial controls systems 
such as legacy car systems, are 
not known for predictability. iT 
systems, in fact, tend to fail in 
unpredictable manners.  

RANSOMWARE:	 Smart	 Vehicles	 A	
New	target?	
Ransomware is certainly on the rise on 
PCs and mobile phones. But driverless 
cars represent an almost ideal target. 
imagine the following scenario: a hacker 
uses the in-car display to inform the 
driver that his car has been immobilised 
and that a ransom must be paid to restore 
the vehicle to normal operation. while a 
laptop or tablet may be restored relatively 
easily with potentially no damage, 
assuming backups are available, a car 
is a very different story. The owner may 
be far from home (the ransomware could 
be programmed to only launch when the 
car is a predetermined distance from its 
home base). The cost of such a ransom is 
expected to be very high. 

Perhaps a more attractive target 
for hackers is collecting data about you 
through your car. Driverless cars collect 
massive amounts of data, and know a 
lot about you – including your favorite 
destinations, your travel routes, where 
you live, how and where you buy things, 
and even the people you travel with. 

with sensitive information stored in 
the car, it becomes another attack vector 
to obtain your personal information. 
So, the question becomes, how do we 
secure autonomous cars? 

The first step must be a greater 
awareness by the manufacturers of 
the potential cyber-threats. while 
manufacturers have vast experience 
associated with automotive safety, 
it is reasonable to suspect they have 
less expertise in the dark arts of cyber 
compromise and exploitation. next, 
incorporating more and more technology 
into a vehicle, whether for improving 
the customer’s driving experience or 
enhancing the vehicle’s performance, 
must be balanced with the management 
of their potential threats and risks.  

Automotive security can be 
addressed as three distinct domains:

1.	 Intra-vehicle	communications.	
Smart vehicles will have several 
distinct on-board systems, such 
as vehicle controls systems, 
entertainment systems, passenger 
networking, and even third-party 
systems loaded on-demand by 
owners. To a certain extent, these 
systems will need to engage in 
“cross-talk” to bring new services 
to life, but this cross-talk need 
to be closely monitored and 
managed by systems such as 
firewalls and intrusion Prevention 
Systems (iPS) that can distinguish 
between legitimate and normal 
communications and illicit activity 
in the car’s area network.   

2.	 External	communications.	
Many, if not all on-board systems 
will have reasons to communicate 
to internet-based services: for 
manufacturer maintenance, for 
software updates, for passenger 
internet access, for travel and 
driving instructions, for service 

requests, to purchase items 
or services, or to backup data. 
external communications will 
very likely be both “push” and 
“pull” – they may be initiated 
either from inside the vehicle, or 
to the vehicle from a manufacturer 
or the internet. This also means 
that traffic to and from the 
vehicle will need to be inspected 
and managed for threats and 
illicit, defective, or unauthorised 
communications using firewalls 
and iPS-like capabilities. 

3.	 Next,	the	connectivity	
infrastructure	used	by	a	
vehicle	will	likely	be	based	
on	well-established	mobile	
networks,	such	as	3G	and	4G	
data	services,	but	with	a	twist.	
while these mobile services 
already provide connectivity to 
billions of smart phones and other 
devices around the world today, 
they also suffer from inconsistent 
security.  Smart, driver-assisted, or 
even driverless vehicles will raise 
the stakes significantly. A directed 
attack on or through the mobile 
network could trigger significant, 
safety-critical failures on literally 
thousands of moving vehicles at 
the same time. Securing mobile 
networks providing critical 
vehicle connectivity will require a 
thorough review in light of such 
potential catastrophe. 
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inview

here are plenty of online 
payment portals these days 
and most of us find ourselves 

carrying less and less cash in our 
wallets. why would we need to? with a 
debit or credit card, you can pretty much 
pay most of your daily expenses (except 
for maybe the little things like eating at 
mamak stalls or paying for parking). 

Digital wallets aren’t new and in 
fact, many of these online payment 
services are now a necessity of any 
e-commerce website or online store. 
it isn’t enough to provide your bank 
account details for cash deposit 
payment – some of us might still 
remember that. now, consumers expect 
to see easy, hassle-free and secure 
payment options. 

As a consumer, though, what’s 
our best option? Do we get a PayPal 
account, a MasterPass, or the newly 
introduced visa Checkout? we’ve 
compared these three platforms 
because they are the most accessible 
in Malaysia and offer you a payment 
solution for any credit card you own. 

1.	 PayPal	
PayPal offers three different types of 
accounts – personal, premier, and a 
business account. For most everyday 
shoppers like you and i, a personal 
account is all you really need. To sign-
up, you need to link a debit or credit 

Online Shopping with 
Multiple Credit Cards

 now as Fast as Swiping a Card 

T card to your account. when you shop 
online with PayPal, you have the 
option to pay with your PayPal balance 
or with your credit or debit card. 

PayPal balance is a prepaid system 
which means you have to add funds to 
your PayPal account and it also means 
you do not have to link any debit or 
credit card.  However, you do need 
to ensure you have sufficient balance 
before making a purchase. The only 
downer is that the top-up service for 
PayPal accounts in only available with 
an RHB account in Malaysia. This 
makes it a little harder and adds a 
layer of inconvenience when shopping 
online with a PayPal account.

if you have linked your debit or credit 
card, in the event that you do not have 
enough balance in your PayPal account, 
the amount needed for your purchase 
will then be deducted from the card that 
is linked to your PayPal account. 

Knowing that you may not 
necessarily receive what you paid for, 
PayPal offers the Buyer Protection 
feature. it covers you, for example, if 
you are charged for something that you 
did not buy, or if your purchase does not 
arrive, or if it arrives in a poor condition. 
The Buyer Protection gives you a full 
reimbursement, but you must submit 
the claim within 180 days of purchase. 

Sign-up	fee:	FREE	

2.	 MasterPass	
MasterPass lets you store all of our 
prepaid, debit, credit cards and even 
loyalty cards in one account and it 
doesn’t have to be a MasterCard 
card – you can store your visa and 
American express card details too. 
Create an account with your stored 
shipping and payment details, 
and whenever you checkout for 
payment at a merchant that supports 
MasterPass, you just need to log-in 
and voila, you’re done. MasterPass 
offers an added level of security too 
as it gives you the option of a one-
time-use security code by SMS. 

Sign-up	fee:	FREE.	Security	code	
SMS	 will	 incur	 mobile	 network	
charges.	

3.	 Visa	Checkout	
The new player into the market is 
visa Checkout and they currently 
have over 200 merchants on 
their platform. it works similar to 
MasterPass in that, you can skip 
filling in forms multiple times. All 
you need to do is create an account 
with your stored shipping and 
preferred card details, and then 
pay for your items online with a 
single sign-in. 

it works with all visa prepaid, debit, 
and credit cards but also MasterCard 

and American express too. we love 
that it is available on multiple devices, 
so even if you’re shopping from 
your laptop, phone or tablet – visa 
Checkout has you covered. 
You can sign-up and take part in the 
campaign that currently runs until 30 
november 2016. 

Sign-up	fee:	FREE	

either platform offers you the 
convenience of paying for your online 
shopping as fast as swiping a card. 
with Paypal, some online stores will 
redirect you to a separate login page 
when you want to make payment for 
your purchase. 

As for visa Checkout, there will 
be a pop – up window so you get to 
stay on the checkout page without 
being redirected to another payment 
page. This makes visa Checkout a 
more convenient payment option 
than PayPal. if you want the extra 
layer of security, you can opt for 
MasterPass which provides the 
Mobile verification. 

By CompareHero
This article is contributed 

by CompareHero.my, a site 
dedicated to empowering 
Malaysians with financial 

literacy and the tools to make 
better financial decisions in life.
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LO WANG & FRIENDS 
FANTASTICAL 
ADVENTURE OF 
VIOLENCE

By Amir Rothman

 Shadow Warrior 2 
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et five years after the 
events of Shadow Warrior, 
Lo Wang is back and 

this time he brought friends. 
Yet another ultra-violent game 
published by Devolver Digital’s 
and developed by Flying Wild 
Hog, the studio that developed the 
original reboot of Shadow Warrior. 
The team has taken what they’ve 
learned with the first game and 
takes it to eleven.

S
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Major Improvements on All Fronts
From the get-go, the new game looks a lot prettier 
with more varied environments and although the 
procedurally generated areas aren’t too amazing 
in terms of design, the sheer number of objects 
within the environment make for a pretty place for 
violence. The areas vary from destroyed suburbs to 
cyberpunk cities and demon infested forests. One 
of the biggest changes is how the developers have 
moved from a fairly linear game to a more open 
world one. 

This means gameplay has shifted from an action 
shooter to a first-person ARPG setup like the likes 
of Borderlands. There’s levels to gain and abilities 
to learn and upgrade. The shift was a welcome 
change for me and I was glad that there wasn’t a 

long drawn out tutorial stage at the beginning of the 
game as the number of new features in the game, 
while massive, is really easy to understand once you 
jump into it. There’s a new loot system now with 
an emphasis on weapon and armour customisation 
which adds a new phase of preparation to fully 
capitalise on an enemy’s vulnerabilities and boost 
your own elemental resistances.

Annoyingly Good
The open world levels also mean that Lo Wang has 
more moves to fully take advantage of the area. 
Double-jumping and dashing will keep you moving 
around the levels to keep enemies from surrounding 
you. There’s even a move for accelerated falling as 
there’s no fall damage. Shadow Warrior has always 

been known for its fast-paced action packed combat 
and now with 70 new melee and ranged weapons, 

I found myself constantly being wowed by how 
each new weapon handles. I personally equipping 
my weapon wheel with only melee blades for that 
neo samurai feel but also ran a samurai cowboy 
build just for fun. Swordplay and gunplay in the 
game were good and fluid without too much 
frustration. Enemies were mutilated beautifully and 
depending on who you were fighting, sparks would 
emit from metallic armour or blood would spurt on 
naked flesh.

With an open world system, you run into familiar 
problems where you’re constantly transiting from 
hub to sub quest or main quest areas. Sub quests 
aren’t as fully fleshed out or unique as say the side 
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Developers: Flying Wild Hog
Publisher: Devolver Digital
Platforms: Windows, Linux, Macintosh, 
PS4, Xbox One.
Release Date: 13 October 2016
Genre: FPS
Players: Single-player, multiplayer

8.5/10

score:

GOOD

quests from Deus Ex but thankfully Lo Wang’s smart 
quips tend to make them worth it for a good laugh. 
The humour in Shadow Warrior 2 can fall a little 
bit flat but all in all, the writing and story is quite 
enjoyable as Lo Wang turns out to be jerk with a 
heart of gold and lousy one-liners.

Get the Gang Together
Four player co-op adds a great amount of 
replayability and makes the quest for overpowered 
weapons and loot much more fun. To a certain 

extent, it makes finishing the game for the first time 
just a starter, the main course is playing co-op on a 
much harder difficulty. 

All players however see themselves as Lo 
Wang and the other players as a generic ninja 
which lessens the immersion slightly. Loot 
drops are instanced for every player so there’s 
no fighting over loot and players are free to 
join one another’s game regardless of their 
own progression in the single player story. The 
best bit about co-op mode to me is how much 

tougher enemies are and the increased number 
of them in a single area. This makes for some 
epic moments and a real sense of satisfaction 
when defeating a boss.

Shadow Warrior 2 is another great entry into the 
alternative FPS scene with lighting fast movement 
in all directions and a solid ARPG system that keeps 
things interesting constantly. It’s Borderlands on 
speed with a dash of Diablo on the side. If FPS 
games keep going in this direction, I can’t wait to 
see how bloody the future is. 
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THE BEST EA HAS SO FAR
By Teh Wi-Liam FIFA 17 

IFA has always been the bane of my existence. Having been an avid follower since FIFA 06, I have since grown to 
divert my anger towards this game through meditation, yoga and of course, other video games that doesn’t make 
me want to pull my hair out, fling my controller across the room and punch a baby in the womb. But I digress; after 

watching the trailer for FIFA 17 along with its new Story Mode called The Journey, I told myself to give it a chance before 
writing the game off because it does look pretty decent.

F

116
NOV 2016

GAMETIME reviews



117
OCT 2016

Developers: EA Canada
Publisher: EA Sports
Platforms: Windows, Xbox One, Xbox 360 
PS3, PS4
Release Date: 17 September 2016
Genre: Sports
Players: Single-player, multiplayer

8/10

score:

GOOD

Thank You Frostbite
FIFA 17 is the first of the series to use the Frostbite 
game engine and boy did it do wonders for the 
game. Developed by EA Dice, Frostbite was 
originally used to create first-person shooters and 
has since expanded to accommodate a wide variety 
of video games with FIFA 17 being one of them. Not 
only does it make the atmosphere in the stadium 
feel more lively, it also adds plenty of colour and 
depth to its FIFA’s atmospheric effects, something 
that it greatly lacked when it was on the Ignite 
engine between FIFA 14 to 16.

One thing I have to applaud EA is their soundtrack 
selection over the years. Every time EA announces a 
new FIFA game, I was more than sure that no matter 
how angry I get at the game, the music somehow 
soothes my rage and makes me want to play more. 
I secretly think this is a ploy by FIFA because they 
know their games would cause worldwide seizures 
and salty tantrums.

Who Is Alex Hunter
The creme de la creme of FIFA 17 is its overhaul 
of the Story Mode campaign, which is called The 
Journey (although it does sort of remind me of 
2K Sports take on NBA 2K16). The story begins 
with Alex Hunter as a kid playing a local football 
game. The game soon turns to a penalty shoot-out 
where you will see a new penalty system in place 

and whether you miss the penalty or not does not 
change much in the game’s overall story (because 
if it does change, it would just show Alex as an 18-
year old mugging old lady purses for change).

Throughout the course of the game, you will 
gain control of Alex Hunter as he makes his way 
through his Exit Trials to signing up with a top 
Premier League team. I signed with Manchester 
United because it was the only time I could see 
them win games and eventually getting that elusive 
call-up for the English national football team. 

One of the ways you can determine Alex 
Hunter’s attitude towards the game is not only his 
performance on the pitch but also off it as well. Cut 
scenes happen from time to time in the game and 
will most likely contain a conversation where you 
must decide on an answer to give (much like Mass 
Effect).

The story is divided between playing actual 
football games and training with brief cut scenes in-
between; what makes The Journey addictive is the 
skill growth in Alex Hunter as your attributes and 
stats will increase from all the training and playing 
time you’re given.

FIFA 17 In A Nutshell
Aside from playing The Journey, FIFA 17 is a great 
game to play with friends, whether it’s online 
or offline as it gives me you the chance to gain 

bragging rights over your friends. There has also 
been rewrites into the way corner kicks, free kicks 
and penalties are taken, giving you more freedom to 
express your prowess from set pieces.

FIFA 17 also introduces a new Active Intelligence 
System where the AI has developed a better and 
more thorough understanding of the game, allowing 
themselves to read, move and react better than 
ever. Other changes also include a far more physical 
presence into the game, which will transform the 
way a player physically interacts in all areas of 
the pitch. There is also new attacking techniques, 
which broadens the perspective of your attacking 
play, allowing you to be creative with your passing 
and shooting in front of goal. 
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A DULL REBOOT
By Andrew Tong Mirror’s Edge: Catalyst   

he original Mirror’s Edge that came out in 2008 is one of my favorite games of all time. Unfortunately, with a few 
flaws, maybe because it was so short and never sold quite well, and therefore it had always been a question 
whether a sequel would eventually still happen. But, just under a decade later, DICE has another chance to get 

Faith and her city running again. 
Mirror’s Edge: Catalyst tells the origin story of Faith Connors, a young woman who just got out of juvie, and is introduced 

back to a team of runners. In the oppressed society, the game takes place in, so-called runners deliver all kinds of messages 
and packages that need to be kept secret from the K-Sec officer, aka government.
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Developers: EA DICE 
Publisher: Electronics Arts
Platforms: Windows, Xbox One, PS4
Release Date: 9 June 2016 
Genre: Platform, action-adventure
Players: Single-player, multiplayer

5.5/10

score:

AVERAGE

Still one of the best parkour
The reason many people love the original 
Mirror’s Edge so much is because of its unique 
first-person free-running gameplay and this is 
exactly where Catalyst still shines, in every way. 
Jumping, climbing, sliding and rolling through the 
environment is such a breath of fresh air from all 
the other first-person games out there. Newcomers 
will find themselves putting lots of effort into trying 
to get better but once you master all the mechanics, 
it is just so much fun to do play. 

Open-world gameplay
Catalyst’s bigger distinction is the City of Glass, an 
open world that replaces the original’s linear levels. 
It’s a brilliant change. Not just a structure that 
allows Catalyst’s designers to build missions that 
ping-pong you across the map, the interconnected 
rooftops are a perfect fit for the game’s concept. 
Mirror’s Edge is about running, and this environment 
lets you run for the sake of it. 
Not only that, it also has 60 frames-per-second 

refresh rate on PC to have everyone experiences 
the smooth gameplay the way it is intended to 
be. However, it comes at a cost. Texture quality 
suffers as it gives Catalyst a bland look rather than 
the boldness brought by the primary colors of the 
original. 

Generic story
Comparing to the first Mirror’s Edge, this time cut 
scenes have been added and the game contains a 
lot more characters, however everything feels rather 
one-dimensional. Part of what I always liked so 
much of the original Mirror’s Edge was the mystery 
and the fact that left many things unexplained. 
Catalyst however, takes the approach to explain 
pretty much everything resulting in much more 
generic feeling story that’s even less interesting. 

Content thin
A big criticism of the first Mirror’s Edge was its 
weak and not very engaging story and DICE tried 
their best to improve on that but in Catalyst, 

the result is a story that still isn’t gripping in any 
way.  In addition to the 15 story missions that make 
up the main narrative, there are a fair number of 
optional missions and challenges which are dull 
or frustrating as well. Most simply involve running 
from Point A to Point B. Even the joy of Mirror’s 
Edge’s parkour movement can’t endure this kind of 
shameless repetition for long.

Verdict
In short, Catalyst will not make you feel the thrill 
of the original Mirror’s Edge, nor will it make you 
feel something new. The parkouring that Mirror’s 
Edge fans want is in Catalyst, but its muddy look 
and lame story doom Mirror’s Edge return to fall 
short. To me, Mirror’s Edge Catalyst should have 
been better. Unfortunately, it’s a mediocre follow-up 
at best. 
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Taylors University College holds The Lakeside Cup
Dota 2 at LakesiDe

ith Dota 2 being a 
growing and ever-
popular computer 
game in Malaysia, it’s 

only wise to start nurturing young 
players from the start to give them a 
headstart if they were to pursue their 
dreams in a professional gaming 
career. Taylors University does 
exactly that with its Lakeside Cup, 
held on the 14 October 2016.

The online preliminaries were 
held from the 7 to  12 October with 
a total of 48 teams. Aftrer a grueling 
six day preliminaries, only the top 
four teams made its way to the main 
event, which was held on 14 October. 
With a prize pool of RM 5,000, it was 
more than just bragging rights on the 
line as a prize pool of this portion is 
unheard of in the amateur University 
scene, especially in Malaysia.

One of the main sponsors of the 
event – Illegear were also present at 
the main event while also providing its 
top-of-the-line gaming laptops to the 
participants to play with. Illegear also 

W

brought out its popular gaming laptops 
to put on display for gaming enthusiasts 
who are interested in purchasing a 
gaming laptop.

After a long and gruesome day of 
tower diving, kill stealing and throne 
breaking, team Rojak Gaming emerged 
as the winner with two of its players from 
Sunway College, two from Inti College 
and its last player from University Tunku 
Abdul Rahman (UTAR). Meanwhile, 
team LUL Gaming came in second and 
team ANTI-X|ChiN|d0tAKinG came in at 
a respectful third place. 

“...team Rojak gaming emerged as the 
winner with two of its players from 
Sunway College, two from inti College 
and its last player from University tunku 
abdul Rahman (UtaR).”
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Gamestart 2016 FinDs its mark
Gamestart 2016 saw gamers, cosplayers and enthusiasts come together

rom the 22 to 23 October 
2016, Tunku Abdul Rahman 
University College (TAR) 
played host to Gamestart 2016 

where players, gamers, cosplayers 
and enthusiasts from all walks of 
life around Kuala Lumpur convened. 
Gamestart 2016 was also where MSI 
held its Dragon Cup Inter-school Dota 
2 Tournament as well as its MSI Dota 

2 Masters Gaming Arena. MSI were 
also present at the event with its very 
own booth equipped with its range of 
gaming laptops and even MSI's VR-
ready laptops with a VR unit on display 
for people who want to experience 
gaming in virtual reality.

Aside from Dota 2, there 
were plenty of other tournaments 
happening around the 2-day event like 

F Hearthstone, FIFA17 and Street Fighter 
V. The winners from the Dragon Cup 
Inter-school Dotas 2 Tournament saw 
Team Nubstack take first place with 
Team Cowbee clinching second and 
Wolfstein taking third.

The MSI Dota 2 Masters Gaming 
Arena saw team Fire battling it out 
through the lower bracket after being 
dropped from the upper bracket 

“the winners from the Dragon Cup 
inter-school Dotas 2 tournament 
saw team Nubstack take first 
place with team Cowbee 
clinching second and Wolfstein 
taking third.”

quarterfinals by team Mimo-mimo. 
Team Fire then went on to face team 
Mimo-mimo once again but this time, 
they came out on top after destroying 
Mimo-mimo's throne, thus making 
them the champions of the MSI Dota 
2 Masters Gaming Arena. Team Bracer 
King came in a respectful third place 
after losing out on the grand finals to 
the eventual winners. 
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time to Game on
Gamdias introduces its latest line-up of peripherals

a
 gaming brand loosely 
based and themed on 
Greek mythology, Gamdias 
releases its latest RGB 

gaming peripherals in the form of 
two gaming mice, three mechanical 
keyboards and two gaming headsets. 
The gaming mice are known as the 
Zeus P1 and Zeus E1; the gaming 
keyboards are called Hermes P1, 
Hermes E1 and Hermes M1; and the 
gaming headsets will be known as 
Hebe M1 and Hebe E1.

Known as the God of the sky and 
thunder in Greek mythology, Zeus 
from Gamdias will be the first gaming 
mouse to feature a double level RGB 
customisable streaming lighting. The 
Zeus P1 is Gamdias' latest flagship 
of gaming mice and it features 
16.8 million double level RGB 
customisable streaming lighting with 

a DPI optical sensor of up to 12,000. 
It also comes with eight strategically 
placed customisable buttons, 
consistently accurate tracking and 
super-responsive switches.

The herald of the Olympian Gods, 
Hermes is a fitting name for Gamdias' 
latest gaming keyboard. Building on 
its success from its predecessors, 
the new Hermes range of keyboards 
come with an enhanced 16.8 million 
colours RGB backlit keys, four levels 
of brightness, a waterproof design, 

suspended keycaps and a quick-
attach wrist rest. The Hermes range 
of keyboards will still retain the 
core-design paired with premium 
materials and Gamdias' commitment 
to quality.

Hebe is the goddess of youth, 
which is a perfect fit as Gamdias 
gaming headsets will make you feel 
young again. Its unique design comes 
with upgraded features alongside 
enhanced competitiveness and a 
unique gaming experience.  

“...four levels of brightness, a waterproof 
design, suspended keycaps and a quick-
attach wrist rest.”
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or the past couple of years, 
eSports has been on the rise, 
specifically in in the Southeast 
Asian region where countries 

like Malaysia, Singapore, Philippines 
and more have begun to reap the 
benefits that the eSports industry 
brings to the country.

The aim of the panel discussion 
was to introduce and educate 

esports is on the rise
Riot Games and Hill+Knowlton Strategies discuss the growing eSports industry

F brands, partners and the local 
media present on the world of 
eSports and the opportunities that 
exists for them to get involved 
in the sport through a myriad of 
partnership platforms. Particularly 
over the last two or three years, the 
panel also touched on the broader 
global impact on the emergence of 
eSports and what that looks like 

in a rapidly expanding market in 
Southeast Asia where the number 
of players and spectators are 
growing at a rapid rate.

Asia Pacific accounts for 44% 
of the eSports audiences in 2016, 
which is fueled by the acceleration of 
growth of titles like the Riot Games 
developed League of Legends in the 
Southeast Asian region.

“We’re more committed than 
ever to build a sustainable and 
exciting ecosystem around League 
of Legends esports. Brands can 
play a major role to help us give 
eSports fans more opportunities to 
enjoy their sports,” says Benjamin 
Pommeraud, General Manager of 
Riot Games Singapore and Malaysia.

Lorna Campbell, Regional 
Director Sports Marketing & 
Sponsorship for H+K also adds: 
“As this industry continues to 
evolve, the one constant will be the 
passion and engagement that this 
audience has for their sport. Brands 
considering eSport partnerships 
need to think carefully about the 
value add they are bringing to the 
industry. Altruism and longevity, 
as well as creative and engaging 
content will define a brands role 
within this space.” 

Lorna Campbell, Regional Director Sports marketing & sponsorship H+K Strategies; Mark Chew, Director of Media 
Sales, MP&Silva; Choong Kay Lee, Vice President, Astro Malaysia Holdings; Christopher Mitchell, Associate Director 

and VR Business Lead for Razer; Adam Paris, Associate Director Sports & Partnership Marketing, H+K Strategies; 
Benjamin Pommeraud, General Manager of Riot Games Singapore and Malaysia

“We’re more 
committed than 
ever to build a 
sustainable and 
exciting ecosystem 
around League of 
Legends esports.” 

Jam with msi Vr
US$80,000 prize pool up for grabs at MSI VR JAM

ith virtual reality (VR) 
being one of gaming's 
biggest breakthrough 
in the past year, MSI is 

presenting the MSI VR JAM with a 
prize pool of US$80,000 for global VR 
game developers. Known as a pioneer 
in the gaming industry, MSI provides 
leading VR experience with excellent 
compatibility of VR-ready products for 
the ever-growing VR industry.

MSI VR JAM is offering 
incentives to encourage VR game 
developers to create impressive VR 
games, which are optimised by MSI 
VR-ready products like the MSI Aegis 
X Desktop and the MSI GP62M VR 
Gaming Laptop.

The groundbreaking VR JAM is in 
partnership with Intel, mainstream 

W gaming engine, Unity; famous media 
VR media, UploadVR; appealing 
VR platform WEARVR and fully 
supported by the Institute for 
Information Technology. 

“mSi provides leading VR experience with 
excellent compatibility of VR-ready products 
for the ever-growing VR industry.”
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CooLer master is at it aGain
External and Internal Modularity with the MasterCase Pro 3

ooler Master introduces the 
latest installment to its of its 
MasterCase series with the 

MasterCase Pro 3, which will give users 
the same level of customisation as the 
MasterCase 5 but for Micro-ATX builds.

Not only is the MasterCase Pro 3 
offering a reduced size compared to 

its predecessor, it also offers a lot 
more space within the casing, which 
can support two fully-sized graphic 
cards, a 280mm radiator for liquid 
cooling, five fans and can hold up to 
eight HDDs.

The new FreeForm Modular 
system is Cooler Master’s focus 

when it comes to PC customisation 
as it gives users the freedom to 
build PCs however they want with 
various adjustable, swappable 
and removable parts like panels, 
dust covers and drive cages. The 
ecosystem of the MasterCase 
Pro 3 also allows for additional 

add-ons like glass side panels, 
LED partitions, top and front dust 
covers, graphics card support and 
various other peripherals.

With a retail price of RM439, 
the MasterCase Pro 3 is perfect for 
PC Master Race enthusiasts to take 
their rigs to the next level. 

the BLaDe strikes aGain
The all-new Razer Blade Pro with NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1080

hen it comes to being 
a true pioneer in the 
gaming industry, nobody 
does it better than Razer 

and its products, which ranges from 
gaming peripherals to accessories and 
full-blown gaming systems. The latest 
to come is the all-new Razer Blade 
Pro, powered by the NVIDIA GeForce 
GTX 1080 graphics card.

W If you ever wanted to build 
a customisable desktop PC, you 
now need not worry as Razer has 
just redefined what it means to a 
gamer on-the-go with its sleek, 
lightweight and powerful Razer 
Blade Pro.

Razer delivers on its promise 
of a true desktop experience in 
an incredible thin form factor, the 

Razer Blade Pro houses not only 
the NVIDIA Pascal based GeForce 
GTX 1080 desktop class graphics, 
it also comes with the world's 
first ultra low-profile mechanical 
keyboard powered by the Razer 
Chroma and even sports a stunning 
170inch 4K IGZO G-SYNC display.

The Razer Blade Pro is also 
Razer's first VR-ready laptop, 

driven by NVIDIA VRWorks 
technologies. Lying at the core is 
the 6th Gen. Intel Core i7-6700HQ 
quad-core processor with up to 
3.5GHz of speed with Turbo Boost 
included. It is also paired with 
32GB of DDR4 dual-channel of 
memory at 2133Mhz, allowing you 
to have a faster and more efficient 
system performance.  

“...comes with the world’s first 
ultra low-profile mechanical 
keyboard powered by the 
Razer Chroma and even sports 
a stunning 170inch 4K igZO 
g-SYNC display.”
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smooth saiLinG For streamLine stuDios
Streamline Studios Collaborate with Square Enix on FFXV

W

Game anywhere anD eVerywhere
The new Nintendo Switch slated to be released March 2017

intendo has decided to take a leaf out of Sony’s playbook with the 
PlayStation Vita, which allows you to seamless switch between 
console and handheld so you will never have to stop gaming. The all-
new Nintendo Switch is a unique console on its own as it is a hybrid 

blend between a console and a handheld, which makes it a very interesting 
gadget for gamers to have.

Slated for a March 2017 release, the Nintendo Switch comes with two 
removable controllers at its sides of the handheld console, which can also be 
docked, much like a traditional gaming console. When you are out and about, 
simply place the two controllers back onto the sides of the portable handheld 
and continue gaming as usual.

From the video trailer, which can be found through Nintendo’s website, it 
features a variety of games from Skyrim to Legend of Zelda: Breathe of the Wild 
and even an all new Mario game. For all the 80’s and 90’s gamers out there, 
who are experiencing nostalgia while reading this, the Nintendo Switch is one 
console you will have to look out for in the coming months. 

N

“...the Nintendo Switch comes with 
two removable controllers at its 
sides of the handheld console...”

Hasnul Hadi Samsudin, Director of Creative Multimedia Division at MDEC; Alexander L. Fernandez, 
CEO of Streamline Studios; Wan Hazmer, Lead Game Designer at Square Enix

ith 15 years of 
experience and over 
200 AAA creative 
collaborations, which 

includes popular titles like Bioshock 
Infinite, Gears of War and Street 
Fighter V, it was only a matter of time 
before Square Enix took notice of 

Streamline Studios and chose them 
to provide premium development 
services work on the much on 
aticipated Final Fantasy XV.

“Streamline prides itself on 
constantly innovating and pushing 
the boundaries to become one of 
the world’s leaders in global game 

development. We’ve invested in 
creating an environment of the 
best global talents, technology, and 
creativity and that’s where it’s gotten 
us today. Our team are honoured to be 
working together with Square Enix on 
the development of such a renowned 
series as Final Fantasy," says Alexander 
L. Fernandez, Chief Executive Officer of 
Streamline Studios.

To produce a video game of this 
calibre, Streamline is supported 
internally by its own internal 
production platform, Streamframe. 
It encompasses a fully transparent 
production process in the cloud 

that integrates with a full suite of 
collaboration tools that allow unified 
communication streams across the full 
production line. 

“Streamline has proven that 
Malaysian studios have the capability 
and capacity to develop high quality 
games at an international level. The 
world is sitting up and taking notice 
of our local talents, and we expect to 
see more collaborations like Square 
Enix and Streamline Studios in the 
future,” says Hasnul Hadi Samsudin, 
Director of Creative Multimedia 
Division at Malaysia Digital Economy 
Corporation (MDEC). 

“...constantly innovating and pushing the 
boundaries to become one of the world’s 
leaders in global game development.”
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raCinG to the top
Biostar Announces Its Latest Compact PC, the RACING P1 Mini PC

ith a total volume of 
only 0.29L, Biostar 
announces its latest 
compact PC in the 

RACING family series, the RACING 
P1 Mini PC. Thanks to its small and 
lightweight design, the P1 Mini PC 
can fit into your pocket with ease, 
allowing you to bring it with you 
anywhere you go.

Although practical and 
portable, the P1 Mini PC is more 
than just; it also comes with the 
RACING series signature VIVID LED 
DJ for unrivalled customisation 
like its motherboard counterparts, 
giving you limitless creativity. 
It also features an Intel Atom 
Z8350 quad-core processor, 64GB 

W

the First eVer imGa in southeast asia 
A total of 78 games are up for nomination at this year’s IMGA SEA

he International Mobile 
Gaming Awards (IMGA) 
will be holding its first ever 
edition in Southeast Asia 

with a total of 78 games included 
into the nominations. With nearly 
300 games from eight different 
countries around Southeast Asia 
having been received, this looks 
to be an exciting awards show 
for most Southeast Asian mobile 
game developers.

Games have been submitted 
by developers and studios based 
in Malaysia, Singapore, Taiwan, 
Philippines, Thailand, Vietnam, 
Indonesia and Brunei. However, 
Vietnam is ranked first with the most 
number of games submitted followed 
suite by Taiwan and Malaysia. 

t

of internal storage, 4GB of RAM 
and even six USB slots including a 
microSD reader.

The BIOSTAR RACING P1 Mini 
PC aims to bridge the gap for on-
the-go users who are stuck choosing 
between a laptop or tablet as it is 
PC compatible, usable and portable 
to get the benefits of the platform 
without making sacrifices in 
performance, space and budget. 
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20 years oF GaminG exCeLLenCe
Alienware introduces a new line of VR-ready gaming notebooks

arking its 20th 
anniversary as a 
leading pioneer in 
high-performance PC 

gaming systems, Alienware has once 
again improved the experiences for 
gamers by introducing its first ever 
virtual reality (VR) ready notebooks. 
Fitted with the NVIDIA GeForce 
GTX 10-Series GPUs, these gaming 
notebooks will provide enhanced 
capabilities with an ultra-realistic 
gameplay to further enhance a 
gamer’s experience when gaming.

“Gaming is in a time of 
renaissance right now; awesome 
games and development, amazing 
resolutions and technology, plus 
the pure excitement around VR 
experience – it’s an incredible driving 
force and it feels similar to the energy 
that started Alienware 20 years ago. 
These notebooks are a product of 

m
that history and approach, but also 
of the demands and expectations of 
gamers today. Being true to both is 
what Alienware is about and we’re 
proud to bring these notebooks to 
gamers,” says Raymond Wah, Dell’s 
Senior Vice President of Consumer 
Product Marketing.

First up the bat is the new 
Alienware 17, which puts an 
emphasis on screen size, gaming 
performance and overall immersion. 
Running on overclocked Intel-Core 
i7 k-series processors and DDR4 
memory running up to 2667 Mhz, 
the Alienware 17 also comes with 

the optional IR Tobii eye-tracking 
technology, which adds great 
accessibility features based on 
where you’re looking. The Alienware 
15 however, is a balance between 
superior gaming performance and 
portability as this mid-size gaming 
notebook hold more power in a 
thinner frame. Not only will you have 
the choice between great graphic 
options from both AMD and NVIDIA, 
it also includes the stunning VR-ready 
NVIDIA GeForce GTX 1060.

The Alienware 13 is the smallest 
gaming notebook to come out 
from Alienware but with plenty of 
big improvements. Not only is it 
compatible with NVIDIA GeForce 
GTX 10-Series graphics cards, the 
aggressive design of the Alienware 
13 will offer one of the most compact 
VR-ready devices ever. 

If you’re more into gaming rigs, 
the Alienware Aurora is perfect 
for you as this mid-tower desktop 
is a perfect blend between full-
scale power and performance. 
Despite having a smaller footprint 
as compared to its predecessor, the 
new and improved Aurora boasts 
even more dedicated graphics and 

overclocking potential, including the 
latest generation NVIDIA GeForce 
cards for 4K gaming or even up to 12K 
gaming as a dual-graphics capable 
desktop. The Aurora also includes 
Alienware’s first chassis with tool-
less access for easy swapping of 
GPUs and as many as three of the five 
potential storage drives.

The Alienware 17 and 15 are 
priced at RM8,299 and RM6,999 
respectively, while pricing for the 
Alienware 13 will be announced upon 
availability at the end of November. 
The Alienware Aurora Desktop will 
be available at RM3,999 with the 6th 
Gen Intel-Core i3 while higher-end 
models are also available. 

 “...the alienware aurora is perfect 
for you as this mid-tower desktop is a 
perfect blend between full-scale power 
and performance.”
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Ride into the Future
BMW Motorrad VISION NEXT 100

magine a world where riding a motorcycle 
is so safe that you’d only need to don a 
pair of glasses instead of a helmet and 
light clothing while riding. It can even 

balance without a stand! Though this sounds like 
something from Tron, we kid you not when we 
say that BMW Motorrad believes that this could 
become a standard in motorcycling, while giving 
the freedom in an increasingly digitalised world. 

“When we develop a motorcycle, we are 
usually thinking around five to ten years in 
the future. So taking a look further into the 
future was especially exciting for us and highly 
appealing,” says Edgar Heinrich, Head of BMW 
Motorrad Design 

Designers are assuming that in 20 years, most 
vehicles will be driving around autonomously. Life 
will more often take place in urban environments 
and be organised by digital services. More and 
more digitalised, more and more interconnected, 

more and more automated. This thought made 
it clear what importance will be attached to 
analogue islands which give humans back that 
feeling of freedom.

The BMW Motorrad VISION NEXT 100 is a 
futuristic two-wheeler that has self-balancing 
capabilities, which enables it to remain stable 
both during the ride and at a standstill. This in 
turn increases the level of safety for the rider. 
It also makes it easier for beginners, because 
they are led safely through every riding situation 
and cannot fall over. Experienced bikers can 
also profit from self-balancing because the 
motorcycle becomes even more agile, making the 
riding experience even more dynamic.

With the BMW Motorrad VISION NEXT 100, 
rider and motorcycle are engaged in a direct 
exchange. This takes place via the visor, a pair of 
data glasses comprising the entire field of view 
with an added wind protection function. The visor 

enables the motorcycle to stay fully up to date 
on the route and to project situationally relevant 
data directly into the rider’s field of view. 

The display is similar to that in an aircraft 
cockpit. It shows the current angle of lean and 
the ideal line. If the rider looks straight ahead, 
no data is displayed, so as not to impinge on 
the riding experience. Only when action is 
required – for instance in case of hazards – or 
if the rider requests information, does the visor 
become active. In this case, the symbol of the 
digital companion appears in the lower third of 
the glasses: an upturned triangle forming two 
horizontal lines.

“It was important to us that the analogue 
riding experience would remain undisturbed. The 
display and operating concept acts so discreetly 
that it creates a natural and familiar movement,” 
explains Holger Hampf, head of design, customer 
experience, at the BMW Group. 

I
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