










DG_TRAVELLER_UAE_6.indd   1 11/04/16   18:54



CONTENTS
MAY 2016

Low-key and laid-
back stay in Los 
Angeles like the 
unconventional 
Palihotel

42

24  BOSTON FOR FAMILIES
Steeped in history and full of 
interactive museums, this compact 
New England city has plenty to  
keep kids of all ages entertained, 
finds Jenny Johnson

62 LET’S TALK SHOP
New York just can’t be beaten  
for attention to retail, says  
Hanya Yanagihara

74 ONCE BITTEN
Just a hop, skip and jump from 
Manhattan is the salty old  
whaling town of Sag Harbor,  
the low-key, real-deal, insider’s 
alternative to the Hamptons,  
says Reggie Nadelson

84 STILL GOT THAT SWING
Austin has been a byword for cool  
for years. But has the influx of 
A-listers and techies diluted its quirky 
charm? Emma Love investigates

ON THE COVER



8 CONDÉ NAST TRAVELLER   MAY 2016

11 EDITOR’S LETTER

12 CONTRIBUTORS 

14 MASTHEAD

16 AGENDA
Your ultimate guide to eating, 
drinking, shopping and staying in 
Chicago; the Travel Connoisseur 
on the many facets of a trip 
stateside; what in the world is 
happening this month; actor 
Matthew Perry on regrettable 
souvenirs and his most 
memorable childhood holiday

30 WORD OF MOUTH
Why now’s the time to visit St 
Helena, fine dining soars to new 
heights in the Maldives and an 
insider guide to San Francisco’s 
reinvented Japantown. Plus, 
fashion designer Derek Lam 
on travelling to India

38 SMALL TOWN, 
BIG FLAVOUR
Tucked away off Route 101 
in Santa Barbara grape 
country, the tiny enclave of 

CONTENTS

Los Alamos has quietly evolved 
into California’s next great 
gourmet destination

42 WHERE TO STAY
Laid-back hotels in Los Angeles; 
bed-hopping with shoe designer 
Manolo Blahnik; historic and Art 
Deco hotels in Miami

52 TRAVEL IN STYLE
Pop-colour wallets for your 
currencies and cards; never lose 
your way again with timepieces 
made for navigation; tribal gold 
jewellery for a wild escape; stay 
fresh with beauty essentials 
for a long-haul flight; jewellery 
designer Monica Vinader 
on her favourite bazaars in 
India, retreats in Mexico and 
accessorising on the go

94 GET THE LOOK
How to pack for this month’s 
destinations, fr om Sag Harbor 
to Boston

96 WHERE ARE YOU?
Enter our contest to win a 
three-night stay for two at 

The alternative guide to 
shopping in New York

Chicago is home 
to a slew of cool 
new restaurants 
and hotels

Discover 
Los Alamos, 
California’s new 
gourmet hub

62

16

38
MAY 2016

Grand Hotel Tremezzo, Lake 
Como, Italy 

101 THE EXPERTS
What’s a top road trip 
destination?

102 STOCKISTS 
Where to shop

106 ROOM WITH A VIEW
Mesa view Suite 18, Amangiri, 
Utah, USA

ON THE COVER
Photographed by 
Julien Capmeil at The Pierre, 
A Taj Hotel, in New York
Model: Radhika Maheshwari

94
Pack right for 
this month’s 
destinations



PLAN YOUR 
ESCAPE   
Route

From luxury villas to epic safaris

Collect Harrods Rewards points 
with every holiday booking

TO PLAN YOUR NEXT GREAT ESCAPE
visit us in our travel boutique

Ground Level, Tower 4, Etihad Towers, Abu Dhabi
+971 2 245 8100  |  abercrombiekent.ae

A&K-UAE-CNT_FP_Ad_FamilySafari_Final.indd   1 15/04/2016   09:25



ATLANTA 20.5x26.5cm ING.indd   1 12.04.2016   17:12



MAY 2016  CONDÉ NAST TRAVELLER 11

There was this little shop in Greenwich 
Village, right across from a friend’s 
apartment, that I stumbled upon 
when leaving her place one day. 

Stepping into the boutique, I found some 
of the most well-curated (and surprisingly 
affordable) jewellery I’d come across in the 
city. I promptly bought a pair of intricate 
chandelier earrings and enjoyed compliments 
about them for the best part of that year. The 
store also carried a few racks of clothes – hit 
or miss, though I acquired a few things over 
my many visits – as well as other accessories, 
including a pair of last-season-yet-classic 
oversized Marc Jacobs sunglasses for a 
noticeably smaller price tag (which became 
my go-to pair for years before I lost them as 
is, eventually, my wont). 

If you asked me to name this Village 
boutique, I couldn’t help you. But I can tell 
you exactly which leafy stretch of Thompson 
Street it lives on. Over my years living in 
New York, locating these slightly obscure 
but fabulous finds was among my favourite 
pastimes. Sure, you can buy every brand 
you can think of in the city, but that’s not 
uncommon in many parts of the world now, 
including in a city like Dubai. So what makes 
a shopping trip to New York worth the extra 
miles? Much like its reputation for quirky 
indie bars and restaurants, retail therapy in 
the city goes well beyond Barneys and the 
glittering showrooms of Fifth Avenue. So the 

EDITOR’S 
LETTER

This is our 

promise to the 

reader to be 

an essential 

source of 

honest opinion 

and must-have 

information. You 

can trust Condé 
Nast Traveller 
to give you the 

unbiased inside 

track, with 

integrity and 

authority.

Follow us:        @cntravellerme          Condé Nast Traveller Middle East          @CNT_MiddleEast

From left: Hanging out on the High Line in New 
York (wearing those MJ sunglasses); a Swan Boat 
in child-friendly Boston Public Garden; the leafy 
streets of Greenwich Village

RHEA SARAN Editor in Chief
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next time you’re there take a small detour 
on your path to retail nirvana, armed with 
this month’s definitive alt-shopping guide 
from New York resident and award-winning 
novelist Hanya Yanagihara (p 62). 

As you flip through this issue you’ll notice 
a geographical theme, with a focus on the 
United States. School summer vacations and 
Eid break are on the horizon, which means 
there isn’t a better time than now to plan a 
longer holiday stateside. If you’re travelling en 
famille, don’t miss our guide to Boston, one of 
the country’s most child-friendly cities (p 24). 
Reading Jenny Johnson’s list of must-dos took 
me back to family vacations when I was little, 
interacting with the exhibits at the Boston 
Children’s Museum, wandering the fun food 
stalls at Quincy Market, watching college 
kids toss frisbees in the Boston Common on 
summer days. I later went to university an 
hour outside the city, in Providence, Rhode 
Island. Many weekends, my friends and I 
would drive up to catch DJs like Pete Tong 
and Paul van Dyk at Avalon (a club near 
Fenway Park, home to the town’s beloved 
baseball team, the Red Sox) before eating 
late-night mapo tofu and beef noodles in 
Chinatown. The next day, we’d go to tony 
Newbury Street and window shop (remember, 
we were still on college budgets) at 
Chanel and Dolce & Gabbana. Boston is 
undoubtedly fantastic for kids, but you 
can grow up and still enjoy the city. 

There’s plenty more between these 
pages – from dining in California’s Los Alamos 
(p 38), to artsy hotels in Miami (p 48) and 
local Texan charm in Austin (p 84) – which 
just goes to show how varied a trip to this 
part of the world can be. 

The long haul is worth it, I promise.  

Above: Mapo tofu in Boston’s Chinatown
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Reggie Nadelson
Photography duo Wendy 
Ball and Dara Albanese’s shared 
love for visual story-telling spans 
interiors, portraits, destinations 
and food. Their editorial clients 
include Architectural Digest, 
Condé Nast Traveller, Dwell, 
Food & Wine, House & Garden 
and Travel + Leisure.
BASED IN: New York
PHOTOGRAPHED: 
Once bitten, p 74
OUR FAVOURITE PART 
OF SHOOTING SAG 
HARBOUR WAS...
“Sag Harbor is an adorable 
and charming small town. The 
highlight of the shoot was at 
Cavaniola’s Cheese Shop where 
the owners were the ultimate 
hosts. They took time to ask 
about our preferences, provide 
tasting samples and then sent 
us off with a custom selection 
– a goat’s milk cheese called 
Midnight Moon.”
WHAT’S THE BEST AIRPORT 
FOR A LAYOVER?
“We try to avoid layovers 
whenever possible. We carry 
on our most precious photo 
gear and there’s little room 
left in our bags to support 
activities like shopping. When 
we do have time on our hands, 
you will most likely find us 
camped out in a corner at 
a restaurant. The ambience 
at Grand Café Het Paleis in 
Amsterdam Airport Schiphol is 
nice. Food-wise, as vegetarians, 
we appreciate the veggie burger 
options at Burger Joint in San 
Francisco International.”

New York-born journalist 
Nadelson writes travel, fashion 
and culture pieces and 
contributes radio documentaries 
to the BBC. Her passion is writing 
thrillers featuring a Russian-
American New York City cop.
BASED IN: New York
WROTE: Once bitten, p 74
WHAT DID YOU REDISCOVER 
WHILE WRITING ABOUT 
SAG HARBOUR?
“I love Sag Harbor. Even though 
it’s no longer quite the lost little 
town it was once, it’s still lovely. 
My favourite part was walking out 
on the wharf early in the morning, 
eating breakfast at The American 
Hotel and biking (in a leisurely 
sort of way – no Spandex) over to 
North Haven, seeing the deer in 
the dawn light.”
WHAT’S THE BEST AIRPORT 
FOR A LAYOVER?
“My favourite airport is 
Bozeman, Montana. It’s very 
small, elegant and just what 
you want. It’s a gateway to all 
the wonderful stuff in Montana 
like skiing, Yellowstone and the 
best fishing in the world. Of 
the big airports, I try to avoid 
crowded JFK and London 
Heathrow – apart from Terminal 
5, which has good British 
Airways lounges, decent food, 
plenty of space, and the luggage 
comes off quickly. It was built 
by the architect Richard Rogers 
so that helps.”

Capmeil has had a passion 
for capturing moments from 
an early age. His work has 
appeared in publications like 
Condé Nast Traveller, GQ, 
Vogue and Harper’s Bazaar 
and he works with many 
international commercial clients.
BASED IN: New York
PHOTOGRAPHED: Cover 
WHAT DID YOU LOVE ABOUT 
SHOOTING THIS IN NEW YORK?
“The view from the terrace of 
The Pierre was the epitome 
of New York for me, with 
Central Park in multicoloured 
bloom juxtaposed by all those 
skyscrapers with Madison 
Avenue and all the stores only 
steps away. New York is the 
ultimate shopping city for me; 
whether you want high fashion 
or cutting-edge designs, you can 
move around the city immersing 
yourself in the distinctive style of 
each neighbourhood.”
WHAT’S THE BEST AIRPORT 
FOR A LAYOVER?
“Dubai is such a beautiful 
and light-filled airport, not 
to mention fascinating with 
the confluence of people 
and cultures passing through 
its gates. I like that it’s such 
an exotic layover, bridging 
continents and hemispheres, 
and it’s perfect for exploring 
and picking up presents at Duty 
Free. On long journeys I choose 
my carrier by its layover point. 
The quality of the airport, the 
service, speed of transfer and 
amenities often dictate the route 
I take to my final destination.”

London-based writer Love is 
a freelance journalist covering 
interiors, design and travel. She’s 
currently a contributing editor 
at Condé Nast Traveller UK 
and editor of the Condé Nast 
Traveller Cruise Guide.
BASED IN: London
WROTE: Still got that 
swing, p 84
THE BEST EXPERIENCE 
IN AUSTIN WAS...
“I loved the vibe of Austin, 
particularly on the up-and-
coming East Side which is 
full of wide avenues, cool 
fashion boutiques and local 
restaurants. It feels like a bit of 
an undiscovered secret and 
is even more laid-back than 
the rest of the city. If I were 
ever to live in Austin, this is the 
neighbourhood I’d choose.”
WHAT’S THE BEST AIRPORT 
FOR A LAYOVER?
“I once spent eight hours in 
Bangkok’s Suvarnabhumi 
Airport, moving from café to 
restaurant and mooching round 
the shops quite happily. It’s vast 
(seven floors) with a striking 
sci-fi-like glass and steel design 
(apparently it was once the 
most photographed place in the 
world on Instagram). There are 
plenty of seats to while away the 
time, coveted sockets to charge 
devices and reliable, free internet 
so you can work or catch up on 
emails if you need to.”
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Chicago's iconic 
skyline. Right: Diners at 

Bang Bang Pie Shop
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W
e’re not going to feed you that hackneyed line about this 
town “finally shedding its Second City status”. But lately 
it seems like everyone we know has just gotten back 

from – or is itching to visit – Chicago. Right now, the city is going off 
at all corners. The Windy City is renowned for hosting the Chicago 
Architecture Biennial, a series of exhibits, events and full-scale 
installations, usually from October to January, that delve into the 
future of design around the globe. And you can’t talk about what’s 
new in the food world without mentioning Beverly Kim and Johnny 
Clark at Parachute or how Paul McGee is making tiki drinks cool 
again. “Things are happening fast and furious,” says Peter Toalson, 
one of the geniuses behind some of the city’s best new bars and 
restaurants, including Thank You and Parson’s Chicken & Fish. 
“Chicago’s looking pretty good right now.” 

Where to eat, drink, sleep and shop 
in the Windy City
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Architectural Anarchy 
“A great salvage shop, it’s open to the public by appointment 
only. This is the place to go when you’re looking for a giant 
sign or a 25-foot-long counter. It’s ephemera on a massive 
scale – like a World’s Fair exhibit.” 
001-222-452 4525, architectural anarchy.com 

Broadway Antique Market 
and Edgewater Antique Mall 
“Classic American antiques malls for those who love to dig, 
these two – they’re basically right next to each other – have a 
great crush of vendors, and each is a one-stop shop. We loved 
their ceramics and found basically all of the lamps for the 
Freehand here.” 
001-773-743 5444, bamchicago.com; 001-773-262 2525, 
edgewaterantiquemall.com

Scout Chicago 
“It’s owned by Larry Vodak, a totally eccentric guy with a 
great eye, who loves the art of high-low contrasts like we do. 
If you’re a mid-century person looking for a ‘spirit guide’, this 
is the place – he knows the artists, the craftspeople, the lore 
and the origin stories of pieces.” 
001-773-275 5700, scoutchicago.com

Design within reach 
Robin Standefer and Stephen Alesch, the founders 
behind the sought-after Roman and Williams design 
firm, have shopped all over the world, but they say 
you rarely see the low prices and broad selection that 
you do in Chicago. They tapped these local boutiques 
and markets when they were tasked with creating new 
interiors for the Chicago Athletic Association and the 
Freehand Chicago

Broadway Antique 
Market

The table of the moment 
The most telling sign that Maple & Ash is a next-gen steakhouse 
is the menu’s AED 533-a-person decadent, multi-course feast 
that includes “shellfish platters, caviar and truffles, waves of 
Wagyu and an armada of desserts,” says managing partner 
Brian O’Connor. It’s also expansive and airy and not at all stuffy 
– with an open kitchen centred around a massive wood-burning 
grill. But there is one welcome nod to the past: The restaurant’s 
James Beard Award-winning sommelier, Belinda Chang, got her 
start with Charlie Trotter.
Entrées from AED 73; 001-312-944 8888, mapleandash.com

Neighbourhood watch
Restaurant-saturated Fulton Market District just keeps 
getting better. Roister (tasting menu from AED 312 per 
head, roisterrestaurant.com), to judge by its medieval name, 
will offer a boisterous alternative to Chef Grant Achatz’s 
subdued-if-elegant Alinea. Trek to Stephanie Izard’s Duck 
Duck Goat (entrées from AED 115; 001-312-902 3825, 
duckduckgoatchicago.com), where the menu hews to Peking 
duck, dumplings and hand-pulled noodles. Look to Swift & Sons 
(entrées from AED 110; 001-312-733 9420, swiftandsonschicago.
com) for high-end steaks in an Avroko-updated cold-storage 
warehouse. And former Spiaggia chef Sarah Grueneberg’s first 
solo project, Monteverde (entrées from AED 50; 001-312-888 
3041, monteverdechicago.com), will serve pastas alongside 
variations on the classic spritz cocktail.

Maple & Ash 
steakhouse
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CHICAGO

Bang Bang Pie Shop 
The menu at this small, all-day Logan Square 
café splits along sweet and savoury lines, with 
some of the city’s best pies (coconut cream, key 
lime, chocolate) and comfort foods like chicken 
pot pie and sausage biscuits. As if all this weren’t 
decadent enough, there’s always the option to 
“put an egg on it” for an extra AED 6. 
Slice of pie, AED 18; savoury plates, AED 11; 
001-773-276 8888, bangbangpie.com

Parachute 
A finalist for Best New Restaurant at the 2015 
James Beard Awards, Beverly Kim and Johnny 
Clark’s Korean-American spot trades tablecloths 
and stuffy dress codes for mind-blowing dishes 
(Peking duck breast with olives, endive and 
Chinese mustard) and welcoming service – 
making it well worth the trek to Avondale, a 
15-minute drive from the Loop. 
Peking duck, AED 99; 001-773-654 1460, 
parachuterestaurant.com

Sink | Swim 
Since it’s from the cocktail geeks at The Scofflaw 
(just down the block), you’d expect top-notch 
drinks, but dishes like the tuna Bolognese and 
oxtail and mussels are just as creative. The raw 

Chilled to perfection 
Chicago’s best recently opened restaurants aren’t fancy – but they’re damn good

Bang Bang Pie Shop nails 
comfort food. Right: 

Hush puppies at Parson’s 
Chicken and Fish

oysters are simple but excellent. 
Entrées from AED 37; oysters, AED 4 each; 
001-773-486 7465, sinkswimchicago.com 

Parson’s Chicken and Fish
With a vibe somewhere between fast-food joint 
and whitewashed service station, Parson’s serves 
fried chicken sandwiches smothered in American 
cheese and other Southern flavours, alongside 
local draft hops and a seemingly endless stream of 
their signature Negroni slushies. In fair weather, 
the picnic-table-filled courtyard is jammed with 
crowds stopping by after walking the nearby 
elevated park, The 606. 
Fried chicken sandwich, AED 37; hops, AED 22; 
001-773-384 3333, parsonschickenandfish.com

Thank You 
Two CIA grads staff the kitchen at this Chinese 
takeout counter serving classic dishes like dry 
chilli chicken, egg rolls and fried rice – and, after 
midnight, Spam musubi, the Hawaiian mashup 
of canned meat and sushi rice. There’s no seating 
here, but they also do bar service at the Honolulu-
meets-Logan-Square tiki bar Lost Lake, located 
next door.
Entrées from AED 20; 001-773-961 7475, 
thankyouchinese.com

Thank You’s chilli-lime 
chicken wings and 
chow fun
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The hotel short list 
The buildings may not be new, but nearly everything 
else is at these five properties around town

The long-anticipated refit of the historic Chicago Athletic 
Association (doubles from AED 289; 001-844-312 2221, 
chicagoathletichotel.com), across Michigan Avenue from 
Millennium Park, is two parts Ace Hotel, one part Great 
Gatsby. Rooms are full of sly nods to the building’s sporting 
past: pommel horse-inspired benches, gymnasium-style 
pendant lamps, leather-wrapped table legs. Local Koval 
spirits in the mini bar are a nice touch, too. Bring on the 
millennials at the Freehand Chicago (private rooms from 
AED 730, shared rooms from AED 185; 001-312-940 3699, 
thefreehand.com/chicago), in the River North neighbourhood. 
The hotel has shared accommodations outfitted with four 
bunk beds as well as reasonably priced private rooms – and a 
fantastic bar on the first floor – that appeal to a post-collegiate 
crowd. Virgin Hotels Chicago (doubles from AED 790; 001-
312-940 4400, virginhotels.com) has 250 guest “chambers” that 
are bigger than a traditional room but smaller than a suite, 
with dressing areas and oversized bathrooms, as well as a 
clubby second-floor lounge and restaurant. A floor-by-floor 
renovation at the Peninsula Chicago (doubles from AED 440; 
001-312-337 2888, chicago.peninsula.com) has tricked rooms 
out with high-tech tablet-based controls for lights, televisions 
and even ordering room service. And the property’s pool, 
with views of Lake Michigan, is still among the best in town. 
In the heart of the Fulton Market District, the 40-room Soho 
House Chicago (doubles from AED 1,065; 001312-512 8000, 
sohohousechicago.com) offers six in-house dining options, a 
Cowshed-branded spa and a stunner of a rooftop pool.

The Cerise rooftop at Virgin 
Hotels Chicago. Right: A Grand 

Premier King Room at The 
Peninsula Chicago

The rooftop pool 
at Soho House 

A Millenium Junior 
Suite at the Chicago 
Athletic Association
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CHICAGO

Bars the pros love 
Local hotshots tell us where they really like to drink on their nights off

Belinda Chang, sommelier, Maple & Ash 
“Bijan’s is open until 4am, they always remember my name, and my 
dirty cocktail with olives is always served in an enormous glass, not one 
of those girlie bubbly coupes.” 
Entrées from AED 55; 001-312-202 1904, bijansbistrochicago.com

Graham Heubach, general manager, Sportsman’s Club 
“The Berkshire Room is so welcoming, but it’s really about the 
outstanding vintage spirits paired with a giant selection of regional hops 
like Dixie, Hamm’s and Rhinelander.”
Vintage spirits from AED 185; 001-312-894 0945, theberkshireroom.com

Allie Kim, head bartender, The J. Parker 
“Three Aces has a great rotating list of hops, and I always order their 
version of In-N-Out’s Double-Double with a side of Bolognese fries.”  
Hops from AED 11; Double-Double burger, AED 60; 001-312-243 1577, 
threeaceschicago.com

Paul McGee, owner, Lost Lake 
“The daiquiri is a sacred recipe to me, and the one they do at Billy 
Sunday – with 18-year-old spirits, black sugar and lime – is worthy of 
a cab ride across town. Luckily for me, I live around the corner.” 
Cocktails from AED 37; 001-773-661 2485, billy-sunday.com

BUSINESS BREAKFAST 
Egg sandwiches, killer 
pastries, fresh-pressed juice 
and excellent cappuccino are 
served in the airy exposed-
brick lounge of The Allis – 
where everyone else is 
doing a deal, too.
Breakfast from AED 22; 
001-312-521 8000, 
theallis.com

SOLO BREAKFAST 
Hit the counter at Dove’s 
Luncheonette which, 
despite its name, serves 
enchiladas, brisket hash and 
pancakes starting at 9am. 
Breakfast from AED 37; 
001-773-645 4060, 
doveschicago.com

DINNER ON YOUR OWN 
Take a seat overlooking 
the open kitchen at Nico 
Osteria for a master class in 
crudo, as chefs prep super-
fresh snapper, black bream, 
striped bass and bigeye tuna.
Crudo from AED 60; 001-312-
994 7100, nicoosteria.com

DINNER WITH CLIENTS 
Once a windowless dining 
room where the men of the 
Chicago Athletic Association 
would entertain their dates, 
Cherry Circle Room is 
now one of the city’s most 

elegant restaurants, with 
a menu of updated steak 
house classics (steak tartare 
with Gouda and braised-
beef short rib) and an 
excellent cocktail list – 
try the Queen Victoria.
Entrées from AED 50; 
Queen Victoria, AED 
50; 001-312-792 3515, 
cherrycircleroom.com

DIGNIFIED DRINKS 
Grant Achatz’s 14-seat 
speakeasy, The Office, offers 
an old-school counterpart to 
the hyper-modernist Aviary 
restaurant/cocktail lounge 
(right upstairs). Cabinets 
display stocks of vintages 
sourced from around the 
world, and drinks are served 
in antique glassware.
Cocktails from AED 70, 
theaviary.com

UNDIGNIFIED DRINKS 
The dimly lit, izakaya-like 
bar at Momotaro is where 
Chicagoans load up on sake 
and skewers of charcoal-
grilled yakitori – it’s also 
where you’ll dance to “Lady 
Luck” by Mr. Little Jeans, if 
you’re there late enough. 
Entrées from AED 45; 
sake from AED 37; 
001-312-733 4818, 
momotarochicago.com

On duty / Off duty
The business traveller’s guide

Beef tartare at 
Cherry Circle 

Room

The bar at The 
Berkshire Room

Lost Lake’s 
Paul McGee
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OPENING SOON: OMAN

ANANTARA AL JABAL AL AKHDAR OPENING MID 2016.

A rare jewel in the rocky contours of the vast Saiq Plateau on Oman’s fabled Green 
Mountain, the highest five star resort in the Middle East is set to open its doors. In this 
extraordinary destination, the true source of adventure is revealed through Anantara’s 
distinctive natural luxury and innovative Arabian hospitality.

An exhilarating escape for culture and history enthusiasts, offering 115 guestrooms and 
pool villas of luxurious authenticity as well as culinary experiences with six dining outlets 
to choose from. Guests can continue their journey at the Anantara Spa complete 
with a Hammam as well as a fitness centre, tennis court, kids club and teens club. 
Bespoke outdoor adventure sports providing cultural, historical, and environmental 
activities will be widely on offer and available for all of the guests to experience. 

LIFE IS A JOURNEY. Visit anantara.com

EXPERIENCE NEW HEIGHTS OF LUXURY, 
 WITH AUTHENTIC OMANI HOSPITALITY.
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between the plus-size Tex-Mex plates and the 
minus-size cut of his suits. True to himself, 
he preferred the latter. “Had the infamous 
assassination of JFK (the President) not 
occurred here, what else would have put it on 
the global map?” he wondered in frustration. 

Fortunately, an escape back to the coast 
was imminent and he soon found himself 
touching down in the brightly hued city of 
Miami. Two days of curated Art Deco trails 
and beach exploration followed by candlelit 
evenings at the late Gianni Versace’s mansion 
and the relaxed, chic atmosphere revived his 
belief in the travel-worthiness of this part of 
the world. Perhaps he was simply better 
suited to the coasts.

His Miami sojourn was so energising 
that TTC found himself plotting a road trip 
along State Route 1 (the famed Pacific Coast 
Highway) to enjoy California’s valleys and 
vintages; then perhaps a trip to admire the 
Great Lakes, and there would definitely be an 
occasion to experience a Hawaiian sunset. All 
of it would require much longer than his usual 
weekend jet set or a mere sightseeing side trip 
in the midst of a hectic business schedule.

The time had arrived, it would seem, to 
invest in a 110V hairdryer.

The Travel 
Connoisseur

He loved riding the  LA hotel 
lift with its couch for two 

– the very same one where 
Julia Roberts and Richard 

Gere had a dalliance in 
Pretty Woman

A s the aircraft commenced its 
descent into JFK (the airport), 
The Travel Connoisseur put away 
his red crystal flute and prepared 

for the inevitable reaction of surprise (tinged 
with suspicion) from the border control officer 
as he set out to explain – yet again – that he 
had, indeed, decided to jet set as far as New 
York just for dinner, embarking on the return 
journey within 12 hours. Most airline crew 
enjoy longer layovers than that. When asked 
why he chose not to linger further, his reply 
came swiftly: “My 220V hairdryer never 
works properly here.”A perfectly valid 
reason in his books.

TTC’s first trip to America came as part 
of a school exchange programme. His maiden 
Atlantic crossing from Europe was aboard 
the Concorde, with a trunk almost the size 
of himself. It was shortly after the Cold War 
and he remembered his teacher’s advice 
to be mindful of the older generation who 
might still treat him with habitual suspicion. 
Time passed, the world changed and the 
older generation gave way to an even more 
suspicious younger generation. New York 
did seem friendly, of course, but with a smile 
he couldn’t quite decipher as sincere. For 
his money, he preferred the genuinely surly 
attitude of the French. 

Nevertheless, over time TTC found a 
slice of the Big Apple that he enjoyed, within 
a 20-minute walking radius from the Upper 
East Side grande dame he frequently stayed 
at. A typical itinerary: Breakfast in Central 
Park just next door, a stroll down Fifth Avenue 
and a return via Terrace 5 for a bit of people-
watching at MoMA. For him the temple 
of modern art was more about its colourful 
visitors than the actual installations, though 
there was that time one of the people became 
the art. When Serbian artist Marina Abramovic 
hosted her famous “The Artist Is Present” 
performance, TTC happened to be one of 
the 1,545 people who spent a full minute 
sitting opposite her, face to face, in utter 
silence. “What a strange lady,” he thought to 
himself moments later, as he sat on the terrace 
enjoying chilled bubbles. (That never failed 
to improve his appreciation for modern art.)

His New York habitat might have been 
small, but TTC did eventually extend 
his appreciation for America beyond that 
fashionable city. In Washington DC he strolled 

On the many facets of a trip stateside

down the National Mall, making his way 
from the Capitol to the Lincoln Memorial. 
Further west, in Los Angeles and San 
Francisco, he was smitten by the cities’ stately 
hotels. He loved riding the famous LA hotel 
lift with its couch for two – the very same one 
where Julia Roberts and Richard Gere had a 
dalliance in Pretty Woman. In San Francisco, he 
spent hours sipping tea at the historic grand 
hotels that stood intact through the Great 
1906 Earthquake.

Emboldened by his positive experiences 
in California, TTC recently ventured into the 
heartland, to Dallas, Texas. Despite its history 
of wealth and pedigree, the vast, flat city 
failed to impress him. People raved about the 
local cuisine, but the perpetual dieter sighed 
each time he faced the dilemma of choosing IL
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PARK LIFE
America’s oldest public park, Boston Common 
(001-617-635 4505, cityofboston.gov) is the perfect 
place for kids to let off steam with ball fields, 
the Tadpole Playground, a vintage carousel 
and the Frog Pond, which features a spray 
pool for little ones to cool off in in summer and 
transforms into an ice-skating rink in winter. 
A quick stroll away, Boston’s Public Garden 
(001-617-635 4505, cityofboston.gov), the first 
public botanical garden in the country, will 
delight children with hundreds of squirrels to 
chase, traditional Swan Boats to ride around 
the lagoon and a row of bronze duck statues 
to pose alongside, inspired by Mrs Mallard 
and her ducklings in Robert McCloskey’s 
much-loved children’s book Make Way For 
Ducklings (available in bookstores across the 
city for bedtime stories). Parents can admire 

the beautiful flora and Victorian-era statues 
and the brownstone mansions of tony Beacon 
Hill across the street. 

Running for almost 5km along the river 
from the Museum of Science to the Boston 
University Bridge, the Charles River Esplanade 
(001-617-227 0365, esplanadeassociation.org) 
parkland encompasses three playgrounds with 
swings, slides, zip lines, tunnels and monkey 
bars aplenty and a separate section for toddlers. 
For teens there are also biking trails, boat rentals 
and plenty of scenic open spaces for ball games. 

CULTURE FIX
Boston is teeming with world-class museums 
where kids will have so much fun they won’t 
even realise they’re learning. Inquisitive 
youngsters can touch and play to their heart’s 
content at Boston Children’s Museum 

BOSTON 
FOR 
FAMILIES
Steeped in history 
and full of interactive 
museums, sprawling 
parks and fabled sports 
venues, this compact 
New England city has 
plenty to keep kids of 
all ages – and adults 
– entertained, finds 
JENNY JOHNSON

Underwater exploration at 
the New England Aquarium

(admission from AED 59; 001-617-426 6500, 
bostonchildrensmuseum.org) with hands-on 
exhibits including an authentic walk-in Japanese 
House and the New Balance Climb – a twisty 
three-storey vertical maze with panoramic views 
of downtown Boston through the glass façade 
– as well as a programme of activities such arts 
and craft workshops, performing arts and a child-
friendly construction site.

Recommended for over-eights (pre-
schoolers have their own space for games 
at the Discover Center), the Museum of 
Science (admission from AED 73; 001-617-723 
2500, mos.org) encourages young visitors to 
think like a scientist with interactive 
experiments in the Investigation station, 
planetarium shows and educational films 
on a five-storey-tall IMAX Dome screen. 
Live animal shows with the museum’s furry, 
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BOSTON FOR KIDS
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feathered and scaly residents and an enclosed 
butterfly garden are sure to impress even the 
most hard-to-please teens. 

While the Museum of Fine Arts (admission 
from AED 92; 001-617-267 9300, mfa.org) may 
seem more catered to refined tastes, be sure 
to stop by the Sharf Visitor Center for a free 
Family Activity Tote filled with coloured 
pencils and sketchpads and Art Connections 
sheets to challenge mini art connoisseurs to 
spot images like dogs, dragons and chocolate 
in the art. A special children’s audio guide is 
available for kids aged 6-10 and don’t leave 
without checking out the Egyptian rooms – 
the mummified cats are a sure-fire hit.

ANIMAL ATTRACTION
Explore the wildlife of the African Serengeti 
and Kalahari, the Australian outback and 
tropical rainforests at the 72-acre Franklin 
Park Zoo (admission from AED 48; 001-617-541 
5466, franklinparkzoo.org), home to tigers, lions, 
giraffes, lemurs, kangaroos and birdlife. Kids 
can pet friendly sheep and goats at the Franklin 
Farm, or learn more about the animals at the 
gorillas’ daily forage feed in the Tropical Forest 
and zookeeper encounter in Bird’s World. 

For aquatic adventures look no further 
than the New England Aquarium (admission 

from AED 70; 001-617-973 5200, neaq.org). The 
centrepiece is a show-stopping four-storey 
200,000-gallon Giant Ocean Tank that contains 
Caribbean coral reefs, sharks, turtles and other 
colourful sea creatures, while the touch tank 
allows the adventurous to pet cownose rays, 
Atlantic stingrays and epaulette sharks as they 
swim by. Time your visit around the family-
favourite Penguin Feeding to see mealtime 
in action or during the delightfully entertaining 
harbour seal training sessions.

ON TOUR
Looking for a quick but fun way to explore 
Boston’s many sights? Then climb aboard the 
Duck – a WWII-style amphibious landing 
vehicle – for one of the light-hearted 80-minute 
Boston Duck Tours (admission from AED 95; 
001-617-267 3825, bostonducktours.com).
Your ConDUCKtor (driver/guide) will share 
entertaining titbits and humorous anecdotes 
about the city’s nearly 400-year-old history as you 
cruise past landmarks like the golden-domed 
State House, Bunker Hill and fashionable 
Newbury Street before splashing into the 
Charles River, where kids get a turn at the 
wheel while parents enjoy views of the Boston 
and Cambridge skylines including Harvard 
University’s iconic Neo-Georgian buildings. 

Follow the red brick line of The Freedom 
Trail (guided tours from AED 24; 001-617-357 
8300, thefreedomtrail.org) to discover Beantown’s 
most important historical sites from the 
American Revolution. Pick and choose which 
part of the 4km trail to walk, or follow guides 
dressed as famous patriots like James Otis 
or Abigail Adams to all 16 sites including 
Faneuil Hall, Paul Revere House and the USS 
Constitution Museum as well as the North End, 
home to over a hundred Italian restaurants. 

For a bird’s eye view of the city, take the 
lift up to the 50th floor of the Prudential 
Tower, Boston’s second-tallest building, for the 
spectacular 360-degree views of Greater Boston 
and beyond from the Skywalk Observatory 
(admission from AED 48; 001-617-859 0648, 
skywalkboston.com). A children’s audio tour 
will help your brood spot the city’s top sites. 
Tickets also include access to short multi-media 
films like Dreams Of Freedom, tracing the many 
nationalities that call Boston home, and Wings 
Over Boston, a virtual helicopter tour.

SET SAIL
Step back in time and play dress-up at 
the Boston Tea Party Ships and Museum 
(admission from AED 53; 001-617-338 1773, 
bostonteapartyship.com), where kids will get a 

Kids love the Mrs Mallard bronze 
statues in Boston’s Public Garden. 
Right: Make a cultural pit-stop at 

the Museum of Fine Arts 
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history lesson about how colonists dumped 
tea chests into the Boston Harbor in 1773 
in protest of Britain’s taxes, one of the first 
defiant acts that roused Americans to war and 
independence. Proving history doesn’t have to 
be boring, the museum features holographic 
and 3D exhibits, and little ones can re-enact 
the Boston Tea Party alongside a troupe of 
costumed actors as they sail on replica tall 
ships around the harbour, tossing chests of 
tea into the water. 

Teens will love the high-speed 
catamaran ride with Boston Harbor Cruises
(admission from AED 92; 001-617-227 4321, 
bostonharborcruises.com) to prime whale-
watching territory off Stellwagen Bank Marine 
Sanctuary, where they’ll get the chance to 
witness humpback, minke, finback and 
northern right whales spouting, breaching 
and belly-flopping and dolphins spinning and 
flipping as naturalists share their knowledge. 

GOOD SPORT
You can’t mention Boston without the Red 
Sox. The sports-mad city is home to America’s 
oldest ballpark, Fenway Park (admission from 
AED 73; 001-877-733 7699, boston.redsox.mlb.
com), which was inaugurated in 1912. Whether 
you get tickets to a home game (baseball 

season runs from April to September) or take 
a behind-the-scenes tour, it’s a must for all ages. 
Sit atop the Green Monster, a 37ft-high wall 
overlooking left field, sample a Fenway Frank 
hotdog and check out the lone red seat that 
marks the spot where Ted Williams hit a 502ft 
home run, as well as the last remaining 
manually operated scoreboard.

MONSTER MUNCHERS
Bustling Quincy Market (001-617-523 1300, 
faneuilhallmarketplace.com) in Faneuil Hall 
Marketplace houses over 30 food stalls serving 
everything from pizza to Maine lobster rolls, 
with al fresco benches offering a front-row seat 
for street performances by magicians, jugglers 
and clowns. One of the oldest continuously 
running restaurants in the country, Durgin 
Park (entrées from AED 45; 001-617-227 2038, 
arkrestaurants.com) is ideal for dining en famille 
with long communal tables and a wide choice 
of hearty comfort food, from Yankee-style 
pot roasts to New England classics like clam 
chowder and prime rib steak as well as craft 
hops for the grown-ups.

If you plan on checking out Harvard on your 
trip, make a pit stop at the most popular burger 
joint in Boston, Mr. Bartley’s Gourmet Burgers 
(burgers from AED 38; 001-617-354 6559, 

mrbartley.com). Much-loved for its continuously 
updated menu, with quirky names like the 
Barack Obama and the LeBron James that will 
amuse your offspring, the plump, juicy patties 
are served with either French fries, sweet potato 
fries or the legendary onion rings, washed down 
with an ice-cold frappé. The eatery, which 
has been around since 1960, has even made 
Hollywood cameos in Good Will Hunting and 
The Social Network.

Known as Boston’s Little Italy, North 
End is the city’s oldest neighbourhood and is 
where you can sample the best pizza in town 
thanks to the community of Italian-Americans 
who call it home. Follow the locals to Regina 
Pizzeria (pizzas from AED 45; 001-617-227 0765, 
reginapizzeria.com), a no-frills eatery with booths 
and a jukebox, serving thin, crispy slices fresh 
from the brick oven, with an 80-year-old secret 
dough recipe. Make sure you save space for the 
neighbourhood’s famous cannoli. The two main 
contenders sit opposite one another on Hanover 
Street with queues down the blocks: Mike’s 
Pastry (cannolis from AED 14; 001-617-742 
3050, mikespastry.com) is famed for its variety of 
flavours (think chocolate chip, nutty Florentine 
and pistachio) as well as its ice creams and 
lobster tail pastries, while Modern Pastry Shop 
(cannolis from AED 11; 001-617-523 3783, 

Tour the city by land and water 
with Boston Duck Tours. Right: 
Interactive fun at the Boston 
Children’s Museum
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modernpastry.com), a smaller family-run spot, is 
said to be a local favourite. Can’t decide? Try 
both and let the kids discuss the merits of each.

And don’t leave town without trying the 
Boston cream pie, Massachusetts’ official state 
dessert. There’s nowhere better to sample 
this two-layered golden cake filled with pastry 
cream than the Omni Parker Hotel’s Parker’s 
Restaurant (Boston cream pie slice from AED 33; 
001-617-227 8600, omnihotels.com) where it 
was invented in 1856.

WHERE TO STAY
Ideally located just steps from fashionable 
Newbury Street and walking distance 
from Boston Common and Public Garden, 
Mandarin Oriental, Boston (doubles from 
AED 2,400; 001-617- 535 8888, mandarinoriental.
com/boston) is a peaceful haven on Back Bay’s 
bustling Boylston Street. With direct access 
to The Shops at Prudential Center (home to 
the Skywalk Observatory) and Copley Place, 
guests can shop till they drop without stepping 
foot outside. Combining New England 
elegance with Oriental touches, the property 
is home to more than 35 pieces of museum-
quality art including “The Deux” by pop art 
icon David Hockney in the lobby. The family-
friendly French-American bistro Bar Boulud, 

BOSTON FOR KIDS

Getting there
Qatar Airways (qatarairways.com) flies direct 
from Doha to Boston on the new Airbus 
A350 XWB. Find out more on page 100

Little ones can re-enact the 
Boston Tea Party alongside 
a troupe of costumed actors 
as they sail on replica tall 
ships around the harbour

by acclaimed chef Daniel Boulud, specialises 
in traditional brasserie fare with signature 
charcuterie from Parisian Gilles Vérot as well 
as seasonal New England classics. Kids are 
catered to with their own special menu at the 
restaurant and for in-room dining. The spacious 
136 guest rooms and 12 suites are a welcome 
retreat after a day of exploring the city sights, 
with plush beds dressed in designer linens, 
separate soaking tubs and showers and state-of-
the-art entertainment with high-speed Wi-Fi. 
The hotel also provides child-size microfibre 
robes and bath toys for younger guests and 
baby-sitting services for when parents want 
to enjoy a romantic meal or escape to the spa. 
The 16,000sqft Spa at Mandarin Oriental, 
Boston is guaranteed to relieve any stresses 
and strains. Relax in the crystal steam room, 
vitality pool and “experience” showers before 
indulging in Asian-inspired treatments like 
the Oriental Essence massage or the Linda 
Meredith Revive Oxygen facial, ideal for 
jet-lagged skin. 

Take a Swan Boat tour in 
Boston Public Garden. Below: 
The elegant Dynasty Suite at 
Mandarin Oriental, Boston

Sample North End’s 
famous cannoli on Hanover 

Street (bottom right)
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What in the world is happening this month
MAY

passes through Puebla. Taste local dishes like 
cemitas and tacos arabes and learn to make 
mole poblano in a cooking class. 
Tour from AED 6,850, viator.com  

7-8
WHERE Riebeek Valley, South Africa
WHAT Sample a wide range of locally 
produced olives, organic foods and fine grape 
at the annual Riebeek Valley Olive Festival 
(riebeekvalley.info). An hour’s drive from 
Cape Town, farms open their doors for tours 
and tastings and foodies can enjoy live music. 
HOW Go home with a haul of homemade 
South African produce and handmade 
crafts including cushions, handbags, leather 
shoes and gifts from The Village Market in 
Riebeek West on May 7. 
0027-82-492 8381

22-June 5
WHERE Paris, France
WHAT Watch tennis champions like 
Rafael Nadal, Roger Federer and the 
Williams sisters battle it out at the 
French Open (rolandgarros.com), the only 
Grand Slam held on clay.
HOW Sofitel Paris Arc de Triomphe’s Roland 
Garros offer includes breakfast, a gourmet 

dinner at the newly opened Les Cocottes 
restaurant, a category one ticket, a French 
Tennis Association gift, private car transport 
to the tournament, early access to the 
outdoor courts and a VIP afternoon tea.
One-night package from AED 4,260; 
0033-1-5389 5050, so tel.com

28-30
WHERE Detroit
WHAT Three-day electronic music event 
Movement Music Festival at the riverfront 
Hart Plaza showcases more than 100 artists, 
including international DJs and home-grown 
talent like Kraftwerk and Caribou, across 
six outdoor stages.
HOW Get a three-day VIP pass and 
enjoy access to a large area above and 
behind the main stage, private entrances, 
viewing platforms for multiple stages and 
complimentary chair massages.
VIP ticket, AED 1,100, movement.us

1-25
WHERE El Kelaa M’Gouna, Morocco
WHAT The fragrant three-day Rose Festival 
(visitmorocco.com) is celebrated in the 
Dades Valley annually during the harvest 
season. Enjoy local Berber music and 
dancing, an artisan market and a chariot 
procession through a shower of rose petals. 
Shop for authentic souvenirs like pretty 
garlands sold by local children and freshly 
made rose oil and rose water.
HOW Emirates (emirates.com), Etihad 
(etihad.com) and Qatar Airways 
(qatarairways.com) fly direct from the GCC 
to Casablanca from where Royal Air Maroc 
(royalairmaroc.com) flies to Ouarzazate, a 
90-minute drive from El Kelaa M’Gouna.

5
WHERE Puebla, Mexico
WHAT The historic Cinco de Mayo 
(visitmexico.com) festival is celebrated with 
the most verve in Mexico’s fourth-largest 
city, with military parades, concerts, dance 
exhibitions and theatrical performances. 
Feast on popular Poblano delicacies from 
the plethora of food stands at the festival. 
HOW Discover more of Mexico’s culinary 
heritage with a nine-day food tour that also 

BOOK NOW FOR...
JUNE 25-JULY 2 Roskilde 
Festival, Roskilde, Denmark
roskilde-festival.dk

Morocco’s colourful and 
sweet-smelling Rose 
Festival takes place 
during the harvest
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Q&A

Describe a holiday disaster.
I haven’t really had any disasters because 
I like to plan. I like things to be organised.

Who is the most interesting person 
you’ve met on your travels?
I once ran into Woody Allen in New York 
and he was funny, cracked jokes and lived 
up to all my expectations.

What’s the smartest hotel you’ve 
ever stayed in?
The Dorchester in London. It’s very fancy, 
with huge, open-plan bedrooms, but it still 
feels a bit like home when I check in.

Sightseeing or sun lounger, barefoot 
or bling?
Sunlounger: reading books by the beach, 
playing with a tennis ball in the pool…

What would you most like to find in 
your mini bar? 
Peanut M&Ms.

The End Of Longing, written by and 
starring Matthew Perry, runs at London’s 
Playhouse Theatre until May 14

I like to go out there before everyone else 
arrives so I get the place all to myself, just for a 
day. I have friends join me on the second day, 
but on that first one I like to be there alone.

Describe a memory from a 
childhood holiday.
I remember going on a cruise to the 
Bahamas with my mother when I was 
four, which was really fun. But we didn’t 
travel a lot as a family and even now I’m 
more of a stay-at-home kind of guy.

Most regrettable holiday souvenir?
Hawaiian shirts. I get caught up in the 
moment, buy one, then get back home 
and think, “What the hell is this?” I have 
done it a few times.

Matthew Perry
AROUND THE WORLD WITH.. .

Where have you just come 
back from?
I was in New York working on 
the play I’ve written and then 
I had a little holiday in Mexico, 
which was very sunny and 
very different to London.

Where in the world have 
you felt happiest?
At my house in Cabo San Lucas. 
I’ve had it for about three years. 
It’s right on the beach and is a 
good spot to write.

Name a place that most lived 
up to the hype.
Florence and Venice, though 
sadly both were very short trips 
– only a couple of days in each – 
but I thought they were incredible, 
with so many lovely restaurants 
and so much to see.

And a place that least lived up to the hype.
Boston. I don’t know what it was but I 
just didn’t have that great a time when 
I went there. I’ll give it another shot because 
it’s a super sports town and I like all the 
Boston teams, but I guess I didn’t love 
the city enough.

What’s your favourite destination?
Maui in Hawaii. The weather’s beautiful 
all year and it’s very pretty. The hotels are 
wonderful, too, especially the Four Seasons. 
I’m definitely a sunshine-city person, though 
now I’m in London with my new production. 
I did a play there in 2003 and had a great 
time, so I’m excited to be back.

Describe your favourite view.
I have a house in Los Angeles with amazing 
views of the city, and a house in Malibu which 
overlooks the ocean. Those views are pretty 
special to me. I’ve got some good houses.

Tell us about a great little place you know.
Soho House in West Hollywood is a fun 
place to go for a night.

What’s your guilty pleasure?
When I spend time in my house in Mexico, IN
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‘Maui is my favourite 
destination. The weather’s 
beautiful all year and it’s 
very pretty. I’m definitely 
a sunshine-city person’

Four Seasons Resort 
Maui at Wailea. Below: 
Canal Grande, Venice

The former Friends star, who’s now on stage in London, 
on chasing the sun, childhood holiday memories and 
regrettable Hawaiian shirt souvenirs
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Remote St Helena in the South 
Atlantic is known for its wild 
feel and rugged coastline
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U
nique biodiversity, Napoleon’s place of death, an open-
topped charabanc and the world’s oldest tortoise are 
some of the attractions that have historically defined 

visits to the island of St Helena. This speck in the South Atlantic 
has a population of just 4,131 who, until this year, were linked to 
the outside world only by a Royal Mail Ship, which also ferried 
people interested in the endemic flora and fauna on the five-
day trip from Cape Town. A new airport – a five-hour flight 
from Johannesburg, starting this month – will make it more 
accessible for another breed of traveller, albeit one that can 
no longer revel in the drawn-out task of reaching one of the 
planet’s remotest inhabited islands. Twenty-first-century contact 
hasn’t come without controversy: the runway cuts across the 
home of the critically endangered wirebird and a number of 
rare invertebrates, but it’s also an opportunity to generate a 
wider interest in their protection. For now, the island still has a 
wild feel. A barren coastline rings a verdant interior where forts, 
waterfalls and the Longwood House museum (where Napoleon 
was exiled) are catnip to hikers and history buffs. The tiny faded 
capital, Jamestown, is squeezed between valley walls and has 
just a few restaurants. The best of the limited places to stay 
is the relaunched 18th-century Consulate Hotel while South 
Africa’s Mantis group will open St Helena’s first smart boutique 
property in three connected Georgian buildings later this year.
sthelenatourism.com  

On the radar 

St Helena 
The craggy Atlantic outcrop synonymous 

with an emperor’s exile is now much easier 
for regular travellers to conquer with 

a new aiport opening this month
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Where do you find ingredients and 
inspiration for your fragrances?
I remember once when I was in Italy, there 
was rosemary baking in the sun with jasmine; 
I would never have thought of putting those 
two smells together, so it gave me an idea. 
The sandalwood I use comes from Mysore in 
India. The best vanilla is still from Madagascar; 
the finest rose in the world is rose de Mai from 
France and then there’s a very rare rose that 
comes from the Ta’if region of Saudi Arabia.

What should we know about travelling 
with perfumes? 
What’s important to think about is the 
heat and the humidity, because if you go 
somewhere dry and arid you don’t smell a 
scent very well and it won’t last on your skin. 
Yet the same scent in a hot, humid place will 
be very powerful. If you’re going somewhere 
cold, you need a richer perfume because you 
won’t smell it otherwise.

How do you pack perfume?
Pack them inside your main suitcase because 
the airline hold is very cold. The greatest 
enemies of perfume are heat and sunlight. 

How does scent transport you to 
another place?
The sense of smell is the oldest sense in 
living organisms. It is processed in the most 
primitive part of your brain – the limbic 
system – where all of our emotions are. 
Scent works as a trigger, so it’s like a key 
unlocking memory. If something fabulous 
happened when you first smelt vanilla, it 
will make you remember that. As holidays 
are usually filled with pleasant experiences, 
that little spray of perfume can transport 
you back to a happy place.

2 MINUTES WITH...

Roja Dove
The master 
perfumer on 
sourcing scents 
and transporting 
perfumes
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Just because it’s the world’s flattest 
country doesn’t mean chefs in the 
Maldives are content with their 
oceanfront beach bars and palm-fringed 
pool bistros. In pursuit of novelty, those 
that work at the most luxurious of resorts 
are taking fine dining to new heights – by 
moving their signature restaurants off 
the ground and into the trees. 

Asian teppanyaki star Nest at PER 
AQUUM Niyama (minorhotels.com/
en/peraquum/niyama) is suspended 
20ft off the ground on a terrace best 

described as a giant bird box among 
the banyans, while Fresh in the Garden 
at Soneva Fushi (soneva.com) is 
situated on a breezy terrace accessed 
by an Indiana Jones-style rope bridge 
through the banana trees (it’s so cool, it 
wowed both Gordon Ramsay and David 
Beckham). Or try Mediterranean-bistro 
Leaf at Six Senses Laamu (sixsenses.
com), where chefs have persuaded 
fishermen to haul their catch well 
beyond the beach. It’s boat-to-treetop 
dining at its best.

Dining on high

TREND ALERT

Poke me
See you later, spicy tuna roll. Where 
raw fish was once limited to sushi, 
sashimi and ceviche, a Hawaiian export 
is slowly becoming trendy. Enter poké, 
chunks of marinated (and typically 
raw) seafood topped with seasonings 
like soy, salt and green onions that 
had a big year in Los Angeles and 
travelled to New York City via Sons 
of Thunder (poké from AED 28; 001-
646-863 2212, sonsofthunder.com) 
and Seamore’s (poké, AED 60; 001-
212-730 6005, seamores.com). Hawaii 
native Troy Guard serves it fast-casual 
style at Bubu (poké from AED 28; 
001-303-364 2025, bubu-denver.com) 
in Denver, and even Utah’s Salt Lake 
City is getting in on the action with 
the Laid Back Poké Shack (poké, 
AED 42; 001-801-635 8190). Beyond 
America, the trend has washed up on 

Dubai’s shores thanks to Sumo Sushi 
(poké from AED 37; 00971-4-563 
4600, sumosushibento.com). Now, 
with poké-by-the-pound bars popping 
up at Seattle’s Metropolitan Market 
and Whole Foods stores across 
America, we may well see it in our 
grocery stores soon. 

Soneva Fushi’s 
Fresh in the Garden

Rare roses come from the 
Ta’if region of Saudi Arabia

Hawaii led the trend 
for tuna poké
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This summer, make a difference. Hong Kong men’s swimwear 
label Mazu has collaborated with artist Marc Allante to 
design limited-edition printed shorts, the proceeds of 
which go to the Hong Kong Dolphin Conservation Society 
to raise awareness and help protect the dwindling pink 
dolphin population in China’s Pearl River Delta.
mazuswimwear.com

Short and sweet
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Pearl River 
shorts, 

AED 665, 
Mazu

NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH

San Francisco’s 
Japantown
At once kitschy and classic, San Francisco’s 
Japantown is one of the few districts in the 
city whose unwitting cool has survived the 
second tech boom, its cherry-blossom-
lined plaza, octogenarian shopkeepers and 
hole-in-the-wall noodle and sushi spots still 
as authentic as ever. The neighbourhood’s 
never had many places where you’d want 
to stay, however. But now there’s The 
Buchanan (doubles from AED 765; 001-
415-921 4000, thebuchananhotel.com) right 
by residential Pacific Heights and trendy 
Fillmore. The boutique hotel takes creative 
hints from its setting, with shibori-print 
robes and a Japanese spirit-themed lobby 
where thousands of empty bottles decorate 
the ceiling and wood barrels make up 
one wall; and the hotel shares space with 
Mum’s (shabu-shabu meal set from 
AED 55; 001-415-931 6986, mumssf.com) 
one of the city’s oldest Japanese hot-
pot joints. The Buchanan’s 128 rooms 
are a study in wabi-sabi: Rough canvas 
drapes offset crisp white bed linens; 
pale marble-topped dressers contrast 
with bright, asymmetrical wall prints. 
It’s the perfect home base for exploring 
the area: approximately six square blocks 
whose treasures are mostly housed in 
malls (more Tokyo’s Asakusa district 
than King of Prussia) that sell everything 
from kimonos and boba tea to bonsai. 
Here, a neighbourhood hit list. 

1 Benkyodo serves fresh 
mochi out of a nondescript 
glass-and-brick shopfront. 
Get the chofu made of plain 
sweet rice wrapped in a 
pancake and stamped with 
Japanese characters. 
Mochis from AED 5; 
001-415-922-1244, 
benkyodocompany.com

2 Kinokuniya Bookstore, a 
bi-level bibliophile’s dream 
in the Kinokuniya Building, 
draws the aesthetically 
minded for its rare design 
books, Asian literature and 
manga selection. 
Manga comics from 
AED 35; 001-415-567-7625, 
kinokuniya.com/us

3 Waraku specialises in 
steaming bowls of ramen 
with thick, chewy noodles in 

pork bone or chicken broth. 
If you’ve got the appetite, 
indulge in the Tonkotsu 
Deluxe Ramen, a heaping 
plate of noodles with an 
assortment of toppings 
ready to dunk into a bowl 
of fish broth. 
Ramen bowls from AED 30; 
001-415-292-3388, 
warakuus.com

4 Relax at Kabuki Springs & 
Spa, which offers massages, 
Reiki and acupuncture 
but is most famous for its 
communal baths. (Swimsuits 
optional; silence mandatory.) 
The Sushi & Sartori group 
package includes access 
to the baths, private 
massages and sushi. 
Sushi & Sartori package, 
AED 550; 001-415-922-6000, 
kabukisprings.com

5 The airy Song Tea & 
Ceramics gives free tastings 
from a hand-picked selection 
of Chinese and Taiwanese 
leaves, walking you through 
the teas’ origins, brewing 
practises and flavour profiles. 
Ask to try one of the aged 
varieties, some of which have 
been preserved and roasted 
for more than two decades. 
Oolong sachets from 
AED 88; 001-415-885 2118, 
songtea.com

6 Nijiya Market has the city’s 
best assortment of Japanese 
snacks, sake and hops. 
Buy a bag of Kasugai kiwi-
flavoured gummy candy and 
a bottle of Kawaba Sunrise, 
a craft amber brew from a 
mountain village in Gunma. 
Kawaba Sunrise, AED 7; 
001-310-575 3300, nijiya.com

The Buchanan

Bold artwork (left) and a shibori-print robe 
hang in a guest room at The Buchanan
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Italian beauty
Using ingredients straight from Sicily, the new Forte 
Organics bio-cosmetics line has been formulated 
exclusively for Rocco Forte Hotels, with products like 
Almond Cleansing Milk, Citrus Toner and Hibiscus Serum. 
Key ingredients include oligomineral water from the 
Sicilian Madonie Regional Natural Park, with antioxidants 
for the skin, and the Verdura Resort’s organic olive oil, 
which is great for regeneration.
roccofortehotels.com/forte-organics W
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ashion designer Derek Lam takes two types of vacations. 
There’s the barely-have-to-plan-it, post-New York Fashion 
Week beach escape to Turks and Caicos (always Turks and 

Caicos; always Parrot Cay Resort), where the sole objective is 
“getting away and detoxing,” says Lam. Then there’s the big “winter 
trip” for which he keeps a running list of destinations further afield, 
like India, where he went last December with his business partner 
Jan-Hendrik Schlottmann. “Everyone kept telling us, ‘You’ll need 
a lot of time there,’ and ‘it’s sensory overload,’” says Lam, who 
spent two weeks in Jaipur and Udaipur. “And we put it off because 
it seemed so daunting. But overthinking travel is the wrong 
approach.” The only pre-trip planning, besides booking himself at 

The Oberoi and Amanbagh (he’s a self-confessed Aman junkie), is 
a little bit of reading. For this trip he packed The Last Mughal by 
William Dalrymple. “It’s about the ending of the Mughal Empire and 
the beginning of the British Raj,” he says. “I like reading historical 
non-fiction novels about a place I’m travelling to, then rereading 
them while I’m there. It’s better than any guidebook.” He also never 
overthinks his wardrobe, which is typically more or less the same, 
with a few variations depending on the climate. “I always pack 
white T-shirts by Save Khaki,” he says. “On their own, they’re crisp 
enough so I won’t look like a tourist in places where dressing needs 
to accommodate local sensitivities, and when I wear one with a 
jacket, it looks polished.” 

DEREK LAM’ ’S INDIA ITINERARY

Citrus Toner, 
AED 163, Almond 
Eye & Lip Cream, 
AED 217, Almond 
& Hazelnut Face 

Scrub, AED 246; all 
Forte Organics

Clockwise from far left: 
A pool pavilion at the 

Amanbagh, Jaipur; clipper bag, 
AED 7,935, Mulberry; aviators, 

AED 420, Mosley Tribes at 
amazon.com; spiral pad, 
AED 20, Webnotebook, 
AED 92; both Rhodia at 
exaclair.com; sneakers, 

AED 2,975, Hermès; fashion 
designer Derek Lam
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Other side of the tracks
Once dismissed with “bridge 
and tunnel” jibes as an 
industrial wasteland populated 
by Mafia families and trashy 
Jersey Shore characters, Jersey 
City is reinventing itself as a 
happening enclave just a seven-
minute train ride from the 
new One World Trade Center. 
No wonder New Yorkers are 
chugging across the river  

DRINK  
Igniting a perfect storm of drinks 
and books, Dullboy (cocktails 
from AED 40; 001-201-795 1628, 
dullboybar.com) has a snug, 
speakeasy vibe, with typewriters 
and book covers decorating the 
walls. The fanciful cocktails are 
named after female literary figures 
such as Holly Golightly and Lolita. 
Barcade (hops from AED 25; 001-
201-332 4555, barcadejerseycity.com)
is a late-night hangout where the 
tattooed crowd drink microbrews 
over classic tunes and old-school 
video games. And LITM (cocktails 
from AED 25; 001-201-536 5557, 
litm.com) is an all-white spirits 
bar and gallery space. 

EAT  
Stylishly industrial Razza (pizzas 
from AED 44; 001-201-356 9348, 
razzanj.com) dishes up one of the 
best artisanal pizzas this side of the 
Hudson along with a sensational 
spread of starters featuring naturally 
leavened breads and handmade 
butter. But the latest arrival is 

Talde (entrées from AED 55; 001-201-
630 0077, taldejerseycity.com) from 
Top Chef star Dale Talde, housed in 
a former police station. Its delicious 
Asian-meets-American creations 
(pretzel pork and chive dumplings, 
crispy oyster bacon pad thai) 
bubble with originality.

SHOP 
Hipster lifestyle emporium Kanibal 
& Co (workshops from AED 90; 
001-551-200 9386, kanibalhome.com)
is a curiosity shop stocked with 
vintage furniture, whimsical 
art and pretty jewellery. It also holds 
monthly craft classes (mice and 
squirrel taxidermy, custom bath salts, 
natural dyes) by local artists. Another 
Man’s Treasure (001-859-309-7660, 
anothermanstreasurefurniture.com) 
is a vintage showroom that attracts 
fashion folk and costume designers. 
It has sold pieces – everything from 
Alaia dresses to army surplus – to 
the likes of Marc Jacobs and 
Mad Men stylists. 

DO 
Catch a reading from authors 
including Irvine Welsh at the 
Brooklyn-transplant bookstore Word 
(001-718-383-0096, wordbookstores.
com/word-jersey-city), which hosts 
a steady stream of live music and 
literary happenings. Curious Matter 
(001-201-659-5771,curiousmatter.org)
is a quirky contemporary art 
gallery in the parlour of an 1860s 
terraced house. Or walk down to 
the waterfront through the city’s 
regenerating warehouse district to 
see views of lower Manhattan and 
the Battersea Power Station – like 
ruins of the Powerhouse.

The Jersey City and 
New York skylines

Art gallery Curious 
Matter. Above: Cosy 
cocktail bar Dullboy

NEW JERSEY
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Stay awhile
In the Greek capital, a centuries-old 
neighbourhood has more to offer 
these days than souvenir shops, 
thanks in part to a new hotel with 
a bar worth lingering for

ATHENS
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f you’re still under the impression that 
Athens merits little more than a pit stop – 
just enough time to glimpse the Parthenon 

before moving on to the islands – then you 
should book a night or two at the recently 
opened Athenswas (doubles from AED 
735; 0030-210-924 9954, athenswas.gr). 
The hotel’s rooftop bar and unobstructed, 
up-close views of the Acropolis are major 
draws, as are the 20 mod-ish rooms with 
Le Corbusier armchairs and Warren Platner 
coffee tables. But the real selling point is 
the hotel’s location in Plaka, smack-dab in 
the middle of historic Athens. Though it’s 
full of tourists (especially since Greece’s 
economic outlook has become sunnier 
than it was last summer), there’s more 
to do here than tour the ruins. Here’s 
our cheat sheet on how to fill the time 
between sightseeing and toasting during 
happy hour on the roof.  

SNACK 
Housed in a refurbed Neoclassical building, 
Manimani specialises in dishes from the 
rugged south-eastern Peloponnese region 
of Mani, known for its simple but strong 
flavours and for recipes centred around 
fava beans and the orange-tinged cured 
pork called siglino. 
Mains from AED 40; 0033-210-921 8180, 
manimani.com.gr

SPICE
Newly opened by a former journalist, 
Daphnis and Chloe is a tiny shop selling 
foraged and cultivated culinary herbs for 
which the Greek islands are famous, all 
beautifully packaged. Speciality food 
shops and top restaurants around the 
world are already fans.
Balsamic bay leaves from AED 20, 
daphnisandchloe.com

SHOP 
The Plaka neighbourhood is known more 
for its souvenir shops than for its stores 
with style, but Forget Me Not offers an 
antidote to the tourist dreck with its playful 

edit of home décor items, clothes, toys 
and beauty products – all from 
contemporary Greek designers.
Pillow covers from AED 175; 0033-210-
325 3740, forgetmenotathens.gr

SIP 
The classic Plaka cafe Yiasemi makes an 
ideal stop for a mid-afternoon caffeine fix 
– locals love an iced frappé or a hot shot 
of Turkish coffee (just be sure to call it 
Greek). Bright-green al fresco bistro tables 
and chairs climb a set of stone stairs in a 
charming street leading to the Acropolis.
Coffee from AED 8; 0030-21-3041-
7937, yiasemi.gr

Clockwise from 
top left: Enjoy 

rooftop dining with 
Acropolis views at 
Athenswas hotel; 

speciality herb shop 
Daphnis and Chloe; 

playful goods at 
Forget Me Not



Flower power
In homage to the skilled silk weavers who migrated from 
France to London’s Spitalfields in the late 17th century, 
Alexander McQueen’s Spitalfield Flower spring/summer ’16 
accessories feature intricate floral designs inspired by those 
created by the Huguenot artisans.W
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WORD OF MOUTH

When deciding where to go on holiday 
or which hotel, airline or tour to book, 
consulting mere photos is old school. 
Instead, tap into the latest apps and virtual 
reality headsets – you can even build 
your own viewer with cardboard, lenses, 
magnets, velcro and a rubber band – and 
experience far-away destinations with 
immersive 360-degree videos. The Burj Al 
Arab Jumeirah (jumeirah.com/en/hotels-
resorts/dubai/burj-al-arab) is leading the 
way with virtual hotel tours, a collaboration 
between Google and Jumeirah Inside, 
which allows potential guests to virtually 
dive into the Talise Spa infinity pool, take 
a peek around the Royal Suite and enjoy 
the views over Dubai from the property’s 

TECH CHECK

VIRTUAL TRAVEL
Be transported around the globe – from a hot-air balloon ride over the Serengeti 
to inside the Burj Al Arab’s Royal Suite – with virtual reality technology that 
lets you try before you travel

THE COLDEST 
Want to leave tracks in Roald Amundsen’s footsteps? This 18-day tour 

will take riders to the most southerly point on earth, in temperatures that 
drop to -40°C. Cycle on wide-tyred Fat Bikes over snowy, unforgiving and 

magical expanses of Antarctica to the last degree of longitude. 
Tour in December from AED 257,120; tdaglobalcycling.com 

THE WILDEST 
Ring-tailed lemurs, the world’s biggest and smallest chameleons, leaf-like 

geckos. Of around 200,000 species in Madagascar, some 150,000 of them 
are found nowhere else on earth. This 14-day hike-and-bike adventure will 

get up close to many of them, from the crater lakes of Andraikiba and 
Tritriva to the Ranomafana and l’Isalo National Parks. 

Tour from May 8-23, from AED 12,100; spiceroads.com

THE HIGHEST 
Cyclist Kate Leeming has ridden the equivalent of twice around the 

equator. Join her on a top-of-the-world ride that includes the 
highest motorable road, 5,602m above sea level in Ladakh. 

Tour from June 25-July 9, from AED 9,170; worldexpeditions.com/uk

Blazing saddles
Get that Lycra on, cycling just revved up a gear. Two-wheel tours 
through the Alps now seem like a spring breeze compared to the 

far-out thrills of these thigh-burning adventures

Spitalfield 
Flower clutch, 

AED 8,220, 
Alexander 
McQueen 

helipad. Marriott Hotels (marriott.com) 
recently started VRoom Service, allowing 
guests to order up a Samsung Gear VR 
loaded with experiences that will transport 
them to places like China and Rwanda, 
and also launched a 4D “teleporter”, where 
you’re sprinkled with water while virtually 
walking along a Hawaiian beach. Airlines 
like Virgin Atlantic (virgin-atlantic.com) and 
Qantas (qantas.com) are using VR as in-
flight entertainment, while one of Europe’s 
biggest tour operators Thomas Cook 
(thomascook.com) introduced Samsung 
Gear VR headsets to entice customers back 
into its stores. And virtual reality platform 
YouVisit (youvisit.com) runs virtual tours 
of destinations ranging from the Ayutthaya 
temples of Thailand to the Louvre in Paris, 
available to view on Samsung Gear and 
Oculus Rift headsets.

Cycle the mountain 
trail in Ladakh

Explore the world 
virtually before 
booking your trip
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Emporium. And just down the block, in the 
1880 Union Hotel, the sepia-toned, taxidermy-
bedecked Wine Saloon is overseen by actor 
Kurt Russell, whose own GoGi pinot noir is 
served at the bar. 

How on earth did this happen? The first 
glimmers came in 2003, when Clark Staub 
– a 20-year music-biz veteran and erstwhile 
Capitol Records VP – opened Full of Life 
Flatbread on the west end of Bell Street. 
With its obsessively sourced local ingredients 
and massive 900-degree wood-fired oven 

N
ot long ago, it was a dusty backwater 
with the nickname “Los Almost”: a 
former stagecoach stop with a single 
main street on the fringe of the Santa 

Ynez Valley. Though just an hour north-west of 
Santa Barbara, it felt a good deal more remote. 
Flash forward to 2016 and once-sleepy Los 
Alamos (pop. 10,500) now sees a steady stream 
of grape-count ry visitors and day-trippers, 
many of whom are so taken with its languorous, 
grape-stoned cowboy vibe that they end up 
spending the night. 

Some stay even longer. The town’s 
reinvention is due largely to a tight-knit 
community of creatives, many of them LA 
refugees, who came to Los Alamos in search 
of a second act. There’s Bob Oswaks, who 
ran marketing for Sony Pictures Television 
and now mans the ovens at Bob’s Well Bread, 
his artisanal bakery in a renovated filling 
station. There’s Jamie Gluck, a former fashion 
advertising executive who spends his days in a 
10-gallon hat at the helm of Bell Street Farm, 
a rustic-chic lunch spot with a phenomenal 
crispy porchetta. Across the street, journalist-
turned-grapemaker Sonja Magdevski runs Casa 
Dumetz Wines and the nearby Babi’s Beer 

‘With its obsessively 
sourced local 

ingredients and 
massive 900-degree 
wood-fired oven, the 
restaurant was soon 

luring chefs 
and epicureans 
from all over’

Tucked away off Route 
101 in Santa Barbara 

grape country, the tiny 
enclave of Los Alamos 

has quietly evolved into 
California’s next great 
gourmet destination

(blessed on its first lighting by local Chumash 
elders), the restaurant was soon luring chefs 
and epicureans from all over the state – and 
putting Los Alamos on the map as a tiny but 
legitimate food destination. 

A decade on, Los Alamos is again being 
transformed by an influx of young proprietors 
and entrepreneurs eager to put their creative 
stamp on a town they see as having Marfa-like 
potential. Zac Wasserman, the 27-year-old 
grapemaker behind Frequency Wines, is 
part of the recent surge. “Los Alamos is a 
blank canvas – you feel like you’ll be able 
to impact its future and grow with it,” says 
Wasserman, who’d first considered nearby Los 
Olivos but found the town too expensive and 
oversaturated. Opposite his tasting room, the 
once-scruffy Alamo Motel (a Fifties relic) has 
been reinvented by motelier group Shelter 
Social Club. Now, with a stylish spot to stay the 
night, Los Alamos is seeing its cool-kid cachet 
grow. Which raises the question: How long can 
it hold on to its pioneer-town charm? 

For now, despite the drumbeat of new 
development, Los Alamos retains its egalitarian 
mix of silver-fox boomers, plaid-shirted 
millennials and denim-clad ranch hands. (This 

SMALL
TOWN,

BIG 
FLAVOUR

A house-cured salmon 
spread at Bob’s Well 

Bread Bakery

Written by 
EMILY POENISCH

Photographed by 
LIZ KUBALL
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is a place where a cherry-red Cobra roadster 
might be parked beside a dented pickup with 
peeling Sarah Palin stickers.) And there are still 
discoveries to be made – like the biodynamic 
Martian Ranch & Vineyard, run by Nan 
Helgeland, who’s married to screenwriter and 
director Brian Helgeland (L.A. Confidential, 
Mystic River). Typical of Los Alamos 
proprietors, Helgeland is no dabbling weekend 
hobbyist: During the harvest, she’s up at 3am, 
tending to her vines. Pay a visit and she might 
take you around her produce garden, show off 
her Irish Dexter cows or point out a red hawk’s 
nest. As often happens in Los Alamos, you 
may linger a bit longer – and drink a bit more 
grape – than you’d planned. 

Need to know: 
Los Alamos
Alamo Motel 
Inspired by the rustic minimalism of Georgia 
O’Keeffe’s property in Abiquiu, New Mexico, 
this redesigned motel has 21 rooms featuring 
bleached cow skulls and starkly elegant animal 
portraits by Oakland artist Meagan Donegan. 
Stop by the Municipal Winemakers’ tasting 

Amid the grapevines at 
Martian Ranch & Vineyard.
Left: An al fresco meal at 
Full of Life Flatbread

hut just outside for a bottle, and enjoy it by the 
Alamo’s fire pit, framed by old-man cactuses. 
Doubles from AED 370; 001-805-344 2852, 
rememberthealamomotel.com 

Babi’s Beer Emporium 
Sit at the bar and sample Southern California 
craft-hops favourites (including tap selections 
from The Bruery and Modern Times), or hunt 
through the bottle collection for hard-to-find 
international brews from Japan and New 
Zealand. The cupboard-size Craft Kitchen 
does swift trade in hand-cut pastas and Rancho 
Saint Julian beef meatballs. 
Small plates from AED 40; 001-805-344 1911, 
babisbeeremporium.com

Bell Street Farm 
In addition to its famous porchetta, you’ll want 
(no, need) the meat loaf sandwich – and don’t 
skip the salad. Owner Jamie Gluck relies on a 
trio of area farmers for his produce – including 
Shu Takikawa of The Garden Of farm, whose 
sweet, succulent red oak and butter leaf will 
change how you think about lettuce. 
Sandwiches from AED 45; 001-805-344 4609, 
bellstreetfarm.com 

Bedford Winery 
Owner and grapemaker Stephan Bedford is 
Los Alamos’ unofficial historian – stop in 
for a tasting and you’ll see why. Over sips 
of his superior syrah and cabernet franc, 
the conversation will swing effortlessly 
between his passion for wild mushrooms, 
Christopher Hitchens essays and the 
town’s colourful backstory. 
Grape bottles from AED 110; 001-805-344 2107, 
bedfordwinery.com 

Bob’s Well Bread Bakery 
With handmade artisanal breads, Stumptown 
coffee and exceptional kouign-amann and canelé, 
Bob’s has fast become every visitor’s first stop. 
The bakery makes its own butter and jam and 
grows its own herbs and tomatoes. 
Bagels from AED 7; 001-805-344 3000, 
bobswellbread.com 

Casa Dumetz Wines 
Grapemaker Sonja Magdevski set up in Los 
Alamos because she wanted her grape-tasting 
room to be a destination, not just a “stumble 
upon” operation. Her bustling and bright 
tasting room, which hosts a regular speaker 
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series (topics range from astronomy to 
vineyard management), offers small-production 
Rhône varietals, including an excellent viognier 
and a perhaps-too-quaffable grenache-
syrah-mourvèdre. 
Grape tastings from AED 40; 001-805-344 1900, 
casadumetzwines.com

Frequency Wines
Zac Wasserman has been making grape for 
just five years, but his moderately priced 
syrah and grenache-syrah-mourvèdre have 
already impressed critics (he’s earned ratings 
of 90-plus from Robert Parker). The Santa 
Ynez native has grapemaking in his blood: 
Wasserman’s great grandfather imported 
California fruit to make grape in the basement 
of his Bronx bakery. 
Grape bottles from AED 120; 001-805-344 1222, 
frequencywines.com

Full of Life Flatbread
Come early autumn, a weekly changing, 
hyper-local menu is built around seasonal treats 
like wild chanterelles, late-summer peaches, 
melons from historic Rancho San Julian, wild 

boar and the robust Mangalitsa pork from 
nearby Winfield Farms.
Flatbreads from AED 37; 001-805-344 4400, 
fulloflifefoods.com

Martian Ranch & Vineyard
Named for the owner’s two sons (Martin and 
Ian), this biodynamic vineyard uses French 
and Spanish fruit to produce bright and 
complex grape including albariño, Grenache 
blanc, mourvèdre and gamay. The tasting 
room is democratically priced and wholly 
lacking in pretense. 
Grape tastings from AED 37; 001-805-344 1804, 
martianvineyard.com

Wine Saloon in the 
1880 Union Hotel
A honky-tonk grape bar seemingly out of a 
Quentin Tarantino western: swinging saloon 
doors, mounted deer heads and a ceiling 
covered in dollar bills. Sample a glass of Kurt 
Russell’s GoGi pinot or Kate Hudson’s rosé, 
then shoot some pool in the back room. 
Grape from AED 30; 001-805-344 2744, 
unionhotelvictmansion.com

Depot Mall
If you’re in search of rare Paul Anka vinyl or 
the actual restaurant booth featured in the 
movie Sideways (yours for just AED 2,185), 
this densely stocked, 28,000sqft curiosities 
emporium in a former railway station never 
fails to amuse. 
001-805-344 3315

Bob Oswaks, a former 
television executive, now 
owner of Bob’s Well Bread 
Bakery. Right: The Municipal 
Winemakers’ tasting room

COMING SOON...
This autumn, Bell Street welcomes 
two promising new tasting rooms, 
both across from the 1880 Union 
Hotel: Lieu Dit (lieuditwinery.
com), a label specialising in Loire 
Valley varietals, from Tyler Grapes’ 
Justin Willett and acclaimed local 
sommelier Eric Railsback; and 
Palmina (palminawines.com), which 
focuses on Italian varietals and has 
built a strong reputation in the nearby 
Lompoc Grape Ghetto. Expect patio 
tastings, food and boccie.
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Hats at Bell Street Farm, 
which serves lunch fare like 

foot-long sandwiches (right). 
Below: A drinks cart in a suite 

at Alamo Motel

Three more great American food towns
DRIFTWOOD, TEXAS
(pop. 2,467)
Twenty-five miles south-
west of Austin, Driftwood 
is best known for the 
Salt Lick, one of the 
state’s iconic barbecue 
institutions. Recently, it’s 
begun attracting visitors 
for something other 
than brisket: a thriving 
grape scene. Three major 
vineyards – Duchman 
Family Grapery, Driftwood 
Vineyards and Fall Creek 
Vineyards – operate within 
the town limits, and all 
three make damn good 
grape (aglianicos, viogniers, 
vermentinos) exclusively 
from Texas-grown fruit.

GREAT BARRINGTON, 
MASS. (pop. 7,104)
Roughly equidistant from 
New York and Boston, 
Great Barrington has hiking 
trails, ski runs, a whole 
lot of trees and roughly 
one restaurant for every 
150 residents. Standouts 
include Prairie Whale, 
opened by Brooklyn 
restaurant vet Mark Firth, 
whose farm supplies the 
chicken, eggs and fresh 
produce. Just down Route 
7 is the Meat Market, selling 
house-cured meats and 
grass-fed beef. For lunch, 
order a half-pound burger 
with Vermont cheddar, 
mayo and pickles.

SPRUCE PINE, 
NORTH CAROLINA
(pop. 2,175)
Urban refugees who 
once set their sights on 
Asheville are now heading 
80km north-east to 
Spruce Pine, a mining 
town in the foothills of 
the Blue Ridge Mountains 
that’s gaining national 
attention for its restaurants. 
The buzz is largely thanks 
to Knife and Fork, a 
modern farm-to-table spot, 
and Spoon, an upmarket 
cocktail bar; both are 
owned by Nate Allen, who 
spent a decade cooking in 
acclaimed LA restaurants 
such as A.O.C. 
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Kitchenettes come 
with Smeg fridges 
at Hotel Covell
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 COOL AND CRAFTED 

Hotel Covell
One of LA’s coolest boutique hotels, it’s named after fictional writer George Covell, and its five rooms are themed as 

chapters in his life: mid-century Oklahoma (Chapter one) followed by pre-Mad Men New York (two), Sixties-Seventies 
Paris (three), Monaco and India (four) and back to Eighties New York (five). The largest is the lavish two-bedroom 

and two-bathroom Chapter four, with its own sunroom. All have eclectic vintage furniture, original artworks, Parachute 
linens, Brendan Ravenhill lighting, kitchenettes with retro Smeg fridges and access to the rooftop sundeck. Downstairs 

is local favourite, Bar Covell, where walls are decked with vintage cameras and an ancient moped, and shelves are 
stocked with Californian and South American vintages and a variety of craft hops. There’s no grape list: instead, guests 

get recommendations from Matthew Kaner, Jenna DeRobbio and team, and a healthy pour. Next door is Tex-Mex diner 
HomeState, and the neighbourhood – one of LA’s most walkable – also includes Umami Burger, Wacko Soap Plant gift 

shop, Figaro Café and the restored Vista Theatre, one of the city’s last surviving Twenties cinemas.
Doubles from AED 900; 001-323-660 4300, hotelcovell.com

It’s not all flashy red carpets in the City of Angels. 
ALIX SHARKEY checks in to five laid-back boltholes  

Low-key Los Angeles
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A tranquil spot just mere disco steps from WeHo 
– West Hollywood – The Charlie was once the 
workaday pied-à-terre and extended guest house of 
Charles Chaplin. Today, hidden away in a residential 
block off Melrose Avenue, screened by flowering 
oleanders and wrought-iron gates, the 13 rooms 
feel more like a tiny village, with their mock-Tudor 
façades, shingle roofs, cascading ivy, leaded windows 
and floral window boxes, connected by a winding 
gravel path through lush and wild gardens. All 
rooms have kitchens and strong natural light; some 
have exposed ceiling beams and Twenties-style 
checkerboard bath tiles. And while the interiors are 
tastefully bland, most rooms have private terraces 
and all have access to the gardens, barbecue deck and 
stone fireplace with wraparound seating. The Clark, 
an upper-level two-bed with a pair of bathrooms, has 
a master bedroom with French windows opening on 
to a private sun deck, while tucked away at the back 
is the Marilyn, a cosy two-storey, two-bedroom free-
standing cottage with its own well-shielded terrace. 
The property’s sole studio, the Steve, has a stained-
glass window overlooking a breakfast nook and garden. 
Complimentary parking adds considerable value 
(many LA hotels charge about AED 145 per night 
plus tip for valet service).
Doubles from AED 1,250; 001-323-988 9000, 
thecharliehotel.com

 ONE FOR THE KIDS 

Lombardi House
For decades since the Forties, this 1904 estate was home 
to Philip and Sylvia Lombardi, vocal coaches to opera 
divas, vaudevillians and Hollywood actors, including a 
Grease-era John Travolta (his autographed photo hangs 
near the vintage Kroeger piano in the foyer). But as 
neighbouring estates were razed and redeveloped, the 
rambling house faded and crumbled, seemingly destined 
for demolition. Then Jacques Massachi unveiled the 
lovingly restored Lombardi House, with funky Santa 
Fe-meets-Côte d’Azur interiors by local It-girl designer 
Amber Lewis. Each of the four large apartments has a 
kitchen, dining table and access to the sweet little garden 
– but suite 1721 is the winner, with three bedrooms and 
two pull-out sofas, which easily sleeps eight. Concierge 
services include babysitting as well as obtaining the 
standard show tickets. There may even be an exhibition 
or event on in the restored stable-barn out back. Wedged 
between Highway Route 101 and the theatres and 
restaurants of Hollywood, the mansion’s wide lawn and 
gorgeous grapefruit trees insulate it from the sweltering LA 
madness. Its laid-back atmosphere is best characterised by 
the resident iguana, often found sunbathing on the lawn. 
Doubles from AED 1,850; 001-844-544 6873, 
lombardihouse.com

 PEACEFUL RETREAT 

The Charlie

The light-filled rooms 
at The Charlie all have 
access to the gardens

Suite 1717 celebrates 
Lombardi House’s 

traditional architecture



 MAY 2016  CONDÉ NAST TRAVELLER 45

LOS ANGELES

‘All rooms have eclectic 
vintage furniture, original 
artworks, Parachute linens, 
Brendan Ravenhill lighting, 
kitchenettes with retro 
Smeg fridges and access 
to the rooftop sundeck’

 FUNKY BARGAIN 

San Vicente Bungalows
Just off the hot zone of Santa Monica, this place has a 
heated pool with candy-striped awnings and a herd of 
white-cushioned loungers, and is fringed with bamboo, 
bougainvillea and banana trees. After sunset, the trellised 
courtyard is lit with fairy lights and candles. Its relaxed 
vibe and simple white bungalows reflect a loose, pre-
corporate Californian dream. The decent-sized rooms 
have a shabby-chic look and come at bargain rates for 
the neighbourhood. It’s mercifully no longer the sketchy, 
clothing-optional haunt of previous incarnation San 
Vicente Inn, although not everyone will appreciate the 
well-used furnishings, room keys with plastic fobs or 
overnight parking fee. Oh, and the cheapest rooms have 
shared bathrooms. But if you book a King room with 
en-suite bath, ditch the rental car for Uber, don’t plan 
on early nights and don’t mind a little wear and tear 
(scratched paintwork is standard), then it’s a clean, 
budget option that’s all about location. 
Doubles from AED 550; 001-310-854 6915, 
sanvicentebungalows.com

Relax beside the 
pool at San Vincente 
Bungalows

Quirky décor reflects 
the Palihotel’s 

unconventional aesthetic

 BOHO FOODIE 

Palihotel
Imagine you’re starring in a comic film noir by Wes Anderson 
and you’ll be right at home here. Little sister to the smarter 
Palihouse, this economical and more stylised option is 
located on the cusp of WeHo. The 32 rooms have a velvety 
bohemian glamour and Dean & Deluca snacks in the bulging 
mini bars. Those with verandas overlook either the tiny 
courtyard (fine) or apartments across the rear alley (avoid). 
This is not a business hotel, so there are no room phones. 
You want service, more towels, a robe? Call the front desk 
from your mobile phone. The low lighting is moody and 
atmospheric – dark-green hallways, purple rooms – though 
not helpful when shaving or putting on make-up. The rooms 
border on cramped but the beds are comfortable and the 
showers are powerful. There is no pool and the AC is set for 
the whole building, which can be frustrating. Walls are thin 
so ambient noise can be an issue, but there’s a Thai massage 
room and the southern-style Hart and the Hunter restaurant 
serves warm buttered biscuits, market-fresh kale salad and 
the famous H&H smoked trout. Local Californian vineyards 
and craft breweries supply the drinks. For the full LA 
experience, there’s even the Eggslut food truck outside. 
Doubles from AED 790; 001-323-272 4588, pali-hotel.com
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WHERE TO STAY

The Peninsula 
Hong Kong 

“The views are lovely, especially 
at night when you don’t see the 
smog. I have happy memories 
of staying here with my friend 
Tina Chow. They serve delicious 
tea, and some of the rooms are 
nicely done in a Thirties style.”
Doubles from AED 2,030; 00852-
2920 2888, hongkong.peninsula.com

Park Hyatt Tokyo
“I spent a month working from this 
hotel and it’s near everything; you 
can even walk to the Imperial Palace 
Gardens, which are extraordinary. 
I like to see and do things in Tokyo. 
I’m a tourist, but I go to the traditional 
tea houses – the real tea houses, 
not the touristic ones.”
Doubles from AED 2,205; 0081-3-5322 
1234, tokyo.park.hyatt.com

BED-HOPPING WITH.. .
Manolo Blahnik
 The iconic shoe designer on classic hotel havens 
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Four Seasons 
Hotel Milano 

“I’ve been coming here since it opened in 
1993 and I’m part of the family. They’ve 
changed the staff but there is always the 
continuity of wonderful service – that’s 
what makes a great hotel. Not like those 
‘Have a nice day, sir’ places. I’ve stayed in 
the same room for more than 20 years.”
Doubles from AED 3,470; 0039-02-7 
7 088, fourseasons.com/Milan

San Domenico Palace Taormina 
“I don’t like holidays but I do go to places to rest, and I spent 
two months here when I was recovering from a broken back. 
It has divine service and there’s a huge garden so every day I 
had Mount Etna in my line of sight. Sicily has been destroyed 
[by visitors], like everywhere else, but you still have these 
little havens of beauty, and that’s all I need from time to time.”
Doubles from AED 2,095; 0039-0942-61 3111, 
san-domenico-palace.com Beverly Wilshire

“The people here are very nice, 
especially for Los Angeles where 
people can be rude. I feel safe and 
comfortable and the flowers are 
beautiful. I run away from modern 
boutique places; I hate all those 
things. This is a proper hotel.”
Doubles from AED 2,185; 
001-310-275 5200, 
fourseasons.com/beverlywilshire

SICILY

MILAN

LOS ANGELES

TOKYO

HONG KONG

There’s a huge 
garden so every 
day I had Mount 
Etna in my line 

of sight

“

“
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MIAMI

Food & 
Drink

Strengths

Wi-Fi

Weaknesses

Price

Contact

Rooms

Four swimming pools, 
including one on 
the rooftop 

Of the two restaurants, 
Mediterranean eatery 
Beachcraft is particularly 
noteworthy. There are also 
three bars to choose from

You have to pay AED 75 a 
day for a beach umbrella 

Free Free

Doubles from AED 2,290

2341 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach; 
001-305-604 1000, 1hotels.com

The 426 rooms are eco-friendly with lots 
of wood and 100 per cent organic cotton 
linen. Bathrooms are equipped with a triple-
filtered water system and an 
energy-saving hairdryer

Four restaurants and bars 
including Asian Jaya, serving 
fried rice with kimchi, ribs and 
chilli pepper and steamed buns with 
poached egg, bacon and ginger 

In the old building, rooms overlook lively 
Collins Avenue so guests may be 
disturbed by street noise

Doubles from AED 3,245

The 85 deluxe rooms in the original building 
are traditionally designed and peppered with 
antique furniture. The 45 Asian-
inspired rooms in the new glass 
tower have ocean views

Décor

Location

Clientele

On a 600ft stretch of pristine sand, a five-
minute drive from the centre of South Beach 
with its many clubs and restaurants

The snow-white stucco building, 
constructed in 1925, underwent a full 
reconstruction last spring

The oceanfront Art Deco building is a 
15-minute walk from Lincoln Road Mall’s 
local boutiques and fashionable cafés

A chic crowd and A-listers like 
Beyoncé and Jay-Z

Originally built in 1938 as the famed 
Dempsey Vanderbilt Hotel, the design 

combines sleek Art Deco style with 
a serene Far Eastern influence using 
Burmese teak, Indonesian bronze 

and dark grey bricks salvaged from 
historical Shanghai buildings

1 HOTEL SOUTH BEACH THE SETAI, MIAMI BEACH

GREEN SPA

Young couples and hip single guests

2001 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach; 
001-888-625 7500, thesetaihotel.com

Having opened 
in March in 

Downtown Miami, 
The Langford 
is a boutique, 

remodelled Beaux-
Arts property 

with 126 homey 
rooms designed 

in a white 
and light-blue 
colour scheme. 
Restaurant PB 
Station infuses 

classic American 
dishes with Latin 
flavours, while the 
rooftop bar Pawn 

Broker recalls 
the glamour 

of Prohibition-
era Miami.

langfordhotelmiami.com 

The Thémaé Ceremony treatment at The 
Spa at The Setai by Thémaé. The four 
private spa suites come with ocean and pool 
views, a bath and a steam room

HISTORIC 
HOTEL

Hot hotels housed in historic and Art Deco buildings in           

o
m

an 
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ROOM SERVICE

Free Free Free

Doubles from AED 2,075 Doubles from AED 3,185 Doubles from AED 1,545

In-room dining from 7am to 10pm 
is available without an additional 

service fee 

At contemporary Argentinian restaurant 
Los Fuegos, South American dishes are 
prepared using local ingredients in 
an open-fire kitchen; Pao serves 
Asian cuisine with an ocean view 

Seven bars and restaurants include Porto 
Cervo serving authentic Italian dishes 

like mushroom risotto, lobster ravioli and 
veal Milanese with arugula, parmesan 
and tomato salad 

The rooms may be noisy during the day, 
since construction of exhibition centre 
Faena Forum is ongoing

The Beach Club restaurant can get busy 
at lunchtime with delays in service 

The 35-seater cinema with plush 
leather sofas

Italian restaurant Cecconi’s 
serves a great salmon 
carpaccio; try the fig, pistachio and 
feta salad at Middle Eastern Mandolin Beach; 
sip cocktails at rooftop bar Ocho

Along the coast north of South Beach, 
in the trendy Faena District

On private Fisher Island, off the coast of 
Miami and 10 minutes by ferry or yacht

Business travellers and art connoisseurs

182 rooms done up in a style reminiscent 
of Hollywood’s golden age: polished-
wood tables, Art Deco lights, armchairs 
upholstered in crimson leather

A white, Gatsby-inspired 12-storey 
building dating back to 1947, formerly 
home to the Saxony Hotel where Frank 
Sinatra and Marilyn Monroe stayed

Couples and families looking 
for a special escape

Occupies an iconic, renovated 
Twenties-era building with 
18 tennis courts, two 
swimming pools and a 
nine-hole golf course   

Up the coast, a 20-minute drive from the 
city centre and five minutes from Miami 
Beach Convention Center

Celebrities, politicians and those who 
like to party

A refurbished 16-storey Art Deco 
building, which used to house 

The Sovereign Hotel 

FAENA HOTEL 
MIAMI BEACH FISHER ISLAND CLUB SOHO BEACH HOUSE

DESIGN RETREAT STYLISH

50 rooms with retro floral-print wallpaper, 
massive recliners, round bathroom 
mirrors and tranquil ocean 
and bay views

The 15 rooms, including four villas 
and three cottages, are contemporary with 
Art Deco elements and a touch 
of old-world charm

4385 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach; 
001-786-507 7900, sohobeachhouse.com

3201 Collins Avenue, Miami Beach; 
001-305-535 4697, faena.com/miami-beach

One Fisher Island Drive, Fisher Island; 
001-305-535 6000, fisherislandclub.com  
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Beach sunbeds are exclusively for Soho 
House club members for an annual fee of 
AED 3,675

The red-carpet entrance and 
gilded columns in the lobby; 
the Tierra Santa Spa offers South 
American-inspired spa rituals
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TRAVELLER PROMOTION

W
ith a cosmopolitan population and a rich heritage 
dating back to 1770, Seychelles offers an ideal escape 
for culture lovers.

The island’s rich culture and traditions are drawn from 
African, Malagasy and European origins. Discover this diverse 
ethnic mix through a wide range of local music and dance 
festivals. Traditional dances inspired by the island’s unique 
communities are an essential part of Creole festivities. The 
Sega dance uses instruments like rattles, hand drums, gourds 
and musical bows combined with hip swinging, while the 
Moutya dance takes place around a campfire and starts slowly 
to the beat of a single drum and gets faster with the tempo 
increase. Accompanied  by banjos, accordion, violin and 
triangle, the Kanmtole country dance has its roots in European 
heritage and involves intricate movements to the instructions 
of the Komandan or Commander who calls the sets.

The Seychelles’ Creole cuisine reflects the ethnic diversity 
of its local communities with India spices, herbal aromas 
from France and rice dishes and steamed fish and vegetables 
from China. Authentic culinary favourites include grilled fish 
marinated in a crushed chilli, ginger and garlic sauce; flavourful 
coconut octopus and chicken curries; Kari Zourit (roasted fish 
and octopus); and chatinis, made from grated green fruits, 
which add flavour to fish or meat dishes.

For more information, visit seychelles.travel/en/discover/culture

CULTURAL ESCAPE
Discover Seychelles’ rich culture through its traditional

dances and diverse Creole cuisine

The Bay of Beau Vallon 
is home to many 
different cultures

Seychelles is a colourful, 
cosmpolitan country 

with a rich heritage



Known as the Pearl of the Indian Ocean, the Seychelles is a sunny destination 
with white sandy beaches, lapped by turquoise waters and clear blue skies. 
Perfect for families enjoying a getaway holiday or to honeymooners strolling 
the beach, this destination offers memorable holiday experience.
 
Air Seychelles and Etihad Airways offers double daily departures
from Abu Dhabi to the Seychelles

airseychelles.com   |   etihad.com

The Seychelles
more than just a dream

HM SEZ Advert 215x275mm_Conde.indd   1 25/02/2016   1:09 PM
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STYLE GUIDE BEAUTY ESSENTIALS  MONICA VINADER

TRAVEL 
IN STYLE
1 Leather continental wallet with 
bag bugs pattern, AED 2,140, 
Fendi 2 Leather zip-around 
wallet, AED 2,500, Gucci 
at bysymphony.com 3 Tree 
Continental wallet in aqua green, 
AED 1,545, Mulberry 4 Zip 
wallet, AED 1,000, Tory Burch 
5 Prisma envelope wallet, AED 
1,660, Alexander Wang at Etoile 
La boutique 6 Large sunflower 
coin phone case wallet, AED 
510, Michael Kors 7 Grain-
leather billfold, AED 2,000, 
Alexander McQueen 8 Macaron 
wallet with spikes, AED 2,250, 
Christian Louboutin 9 Zip-
around wallet in purple leather, 
AED 2,550, Saint Laurent 
10 Light blue wallet, AED 1,140, 
Longchamp



THE 
COLOUR 

OF 
MONEY

Organise your various currencies, 
cards and IDs in candy-toned 

wallets that signal the summer
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DUE 
NORTH
Never lose your way again with 
timepieces built for navigation  S
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T-Touch Expert Solar 
Quartz Chronograph, 

AED 3,850, Tissot at Rivoli

The Outdoor Watch, 
AED 1,650, Suunto Core 

at Adventure HQ 

Intelligent Quartz 
Tide Temp Compass, 

AED 975, Timex at Rivoli
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Heritage Spirit Orbis 
Terrarum, AED 19,200, 
Montblanc at 
Paris Gallery 

Mariner Chronograph, 
AED 108,000, 
Franck Muller

Cockpit B50 rubber 
strap, AED 22,765, 
Breitling
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WATCHES
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TRIBAL
SPIRIT

A gold statement piece is all you 
need on your wild adventures

5

6

4

1 Nahla necklace, AED 965, Amber Sceats at Boom & Mellow 2 Open sprout bangle, 
AED 940, Dinosaur Designs at boutique1.com 3 Gold metal earrings, AED 1,200, Marni 
4 Choker necklace, AED 960, Isa bel Marant 5 Black sphere earrings, AED 1,285, Paula 

Mendoza at bysymphony.com 6 Archi cuff, AED 820, Numa at Boom & Mellow
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TRAVELLER PROMOTION

S
pain’s most popular high-end department store El Corte Inglés 
celebrates its 75th anniversary this year. The flagship Castellana 
store in Madrid is a destination in itself. The spacious 

shopping haven is home to the world’s most recognisable luxury 
brands. Following an extensive refurbishment, new fine jewellery 
and haute horlogerie boutiques have been introduced, housing 
classic collections, limited editions and bespoke creations from 
renowned brands like Blancpain, IWC Schaffhausen, Jaeger-
LeCoultre, Rolex and Tiffany & Co.

A new addition is a dedicated men’s fashion store – Serrano 52 
MAN. The new seven-level concept store features more than 70 
international luxury brands including a floor dedicated to men’s 
footwear, accessories, bags, ties, travel essentials and fragrances. 

The stylish store is home to top brands like Berluti, Dior Homme, 
Marc Jacobs, Alexander McQueen, Giorgio Armani, Tom Ford, Isaia 
and Ralph Lauren Black Label.

El Corte Inglés offers a bespoke, two-step personal-shopping service 
for discerning clients. The first session consists of an image consulting 
service with a professional stylist who analyses colours to suit your 
skin tone and lifestyle and understand better your fashion needs. 
The second session consists of the actual shopping where clothes 
are chosen based on your individual preferences for you to try on at 
leisure. International shoppers with limited time can opt for a single 
appointment which includes both personalised sessions.

For more information, visit castellanastore.elcorteingles.es  

SHOPPER’S PARADISE
Leave some space in your luggage for shopping at the revamped

El Corte Inglés department store in Madrid 

Enjoy seven levels of 
menswear at the new 
Serrano 52 MAN store

The expansive El Corte 
Inglés. Above: Shop 

for luxury luggage 
at Rimowa
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IF YOU ONLY 
PACK 4 THINGS...
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BEAUTY

FOR SKIN
This moisturiser might cost more than 
your plane ticket, but Sisleÿa L’Intégral 
Anti-Age is a crucial investment if you 
want to avoid looking like a zombie 
when you disembark. Firstly, there’s its 
Provençal-herb scent – great for when 
you’re rubbing shoulders with a passenger 
who smells of a nightclub. Then there’s 
the science: apparently someone’s been 
working on this formula for five years 
(and they probably haven’t aged a day). 
It works to smooth wrinkles, protect thin 
skin and give a youthful glow. You’ll arrive 
home looking healthy and happy rather 
than with the grey, flaky plane-face.
Sisley Paris Sisleÿa L’Intégral Anti-Age, 
AED 1,800  

FOR LIPS
If flying is a fraught business for you, and 
worrying about turbulence and toddlers 
behaving badly is enough to make you 
gnaw your bottom lip, try Clarins Instant 
Light Lip Comfort Oil. This non-greasy 
treatment is slightly tinted and looks like 
a lip gloss but without the stickiness. It 
melts into chapped skin, protecting against 
the withering dryness of cabin air. It also 
tastes insanely good. 
Clarins Instant Light Lip Comfort Oil, AED 100 

The top mile-high beauty fixes

FOR FLYING

FOR FACE
Spruce up skin on a long-haul 
flight with Eve Lom’s White 
Brightening Mask. Each sheet 
is impregnated with skin-
brightening ingredients to 
combat a blotchy complexion. 
Slap it on when the cabin lights 
are dimmed as it might freak out 
your neighbour (it’s a bit Hannibal 
Lecter). But who cares if it means 
you’ll look like you’ve spent 
the past eight hours sleeping 
horizontal on a private jet?
Eve Lom White Brightening Mask, 
AED 655 (eight masks) at evelom.com

FOR EYES
Bobbi Brown’s Long-Wear 
Cream Shadow Stick is essential 
for those on a red-eye flight. 
They come in the prettiest 
shimmery shades, which help 
make the whites of your eyes 
seem brighter, creating a 
fresh-faced appearance. 
Crease-proof and fool-proof, 
just swipe across lids and 
you’re ready to go. 
Bobbi Brown Long-Wear Cream 
Shadow Stick, AED 176 
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You were in Dubai for your first flagship 
store launch. What do you most enjoy 
about the city?
The pace of Dubai is exciting. There’s such 
an energy about the place and it’s constantly 
changing. I also love how luxurious it all is, it 
feels like a real treat every time I visit.

Which places inspire you? 
Mexico and India are where I get the most 
joy and inspiration. Both countries have 
this vibrant, colourful explosion, not 
just in clothes but also in the buildings. 
There is an energy that I love. 

What part of India should people 
definitely visit?
Jaipur is one of my favourite Indian 
destinations. It’s where I first sourced 
the precious and semi-precious 
stones that I use in my designs. 
The rule and patronage of the 
Maharajas means that the city 
has not only a staggeringly rich 
architectural legacy but a tradition of 
extraordinary craftsmanship that is still alive 
today. I love to wander the bazaars, and do 
some bartering. I always come home with 
an extra suitcase of block-printed bed linen, 
leather slippers and antique objects. Among 
the amazing palaces, the Amber Fort at 
sunset is spectacular. I also like the Panna 
Meena Kund Step Well in Amer Road – it’s 
architecturally extraordinary – and I’ll wander 
around the temple complex of Galtaji, which 
is peaceful and beautiful. I go out for drinks 
at the Bar Palladio, and the traditional food at 
Peshawri at the ITC Rajputana is delicious.

How did living in Patagonia and Mexico 
influence what you do?
I found both countries inspiring – the light, the 
people and the artist community. I discovered 
tribal jewellers who were creating pieces by 
hand, involving a lot of wrapping with wire, 
which is how I started. My collections to this 
day still have the spirit of that find.

Tell us about your hometown, San Sebastián.
There are seven three-Michelin-star 
restaurants in Spain, of which three are 
located in San Sebastián. However it’s the 
non-Michelin restaurants I often find the most 
interesting, and some of the pinchos bars 
where you can find fabulous, authentic food. 
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San Sebastián is also home to the Peine del 
Viento, a group of modern iron sculptures 
by Eduardo Chillida, built into the rocks on 
an esplanade designed by my uncle, the 
architect Luis Peña, at the end of the Bay. 
I loved going there as a child, and I still find 
it inspiring. The waves constantly crash 
against the sculptures and the steps.    

Where do you travel as a family?
Mexico and Morocco are top of our list. 
We love staying at the Esencia hotel in the 
Yucatán. It is all about the location: in the 
middle of tropical forests, with a pristine white 
sand beach by the Caribbean Sea. I always 
have a long swim before breakfast and then 
my daughter and I will play cards, read a 
book or do some sketching together. They 
have an amazing juice bar, great food, and 
it’s a place where I can get away from it all. 

Jewellery designer MONICA VINADER 
on bazaars in India, retreats in 
Mexico and accessorising on the go

TASTEMAKER

Morocco is great for a long weekend escape 
in January. We stay at the Palais Namaskar 
in the Marrakech Palmeraie, with its heated 
pools in the rooms and great views of the 
Atlas Mountains. And it’s close enough to the 
Medina for some sightseeing and shopping.

What’s on your bucket list?
As a little girl, I was fascinated by Shanghai 
and its historical  landmarks. I’d love to visit the 
Yu Garden and the Jade Buddha Temple.

Your best advice for smart packing?
I plan my outfits in advance and always carry 
a pair of fabulous cocktail earrings, like our 
new Siren cocktail earrings in green onyx. 

And for beating jet lag?
I drink loads of  water and book a massage 
on arrival.

‘I have a long swim before 
breakfast, then my daughter 

and I play cards, read a 
book or do some sketching 
together. It’s where I can 

get away from it all’
Mexico’s colourful 

buildings inspire Vinader

Siren cocktail 
earrings in green 
onyx, AED 2,050, 
Monica Vinader



New York just can’t be 
beaten for attention to 
retail, says Manhattan 
native HANYA YANAGIHARA
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LET’S 
TALK 
SHOP

O
ne of the many good things about 
being a New Yorker is the liberty, 
the obligation, even, one feels to 
complain about one’s home town. 
Happily, there are plenty of things 
to complain about. The weather: 
so cold! And then: so hot! The 
traffic: so congested! The subways: 

so slow! The tourists: so many! And, in recent years, one can 
add to the list what seems to be the unstoppable mallification 
of the city, created by an influx of money and visitors (a 
projected 67 million by the end of 2021): so depressing. But 
while it’s true that the last two decades have transformed 
certain neighbourhoods in downtown Manhattan and 
Brooklyn to the point of unrecognisability, it’s also true that 
despite the mass-market stores and general hipsterfication, 
the one-of-a-kind shops that have always defined the city’s 
sense of itself are as abundant as ever. With new money has 
come a sense of retail innovation and stylistic diversity. The 
result is a sort of golden age of New York shopping, with 
everything you ever coveted, and plenty you never knew 
you did, available to buy. Here’s where not to miss.
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 The shopfront of 
Goods for the Study 
in lower Manhattan
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“THIS BRIGHT, 
HIGH-

CEILINGED 
SHOP ON 

THE EDGE OF 
CHINATOWN 

REALLY EXCELS 
AS THE PLACE 

TO FIND 
CURIOSA 

AND HOME 
ACCESSORIES 
YOU NEVER 

THOUGHT YOU 
REQUIRED

”

A selection of 
homeware at 
Michele Varian
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BOOKS
Three Lives & Company 
As rents grow higher, independent bookshops 
– that Manhattan mainstay – are finding it 
increasingly difficult to stay in business. But at 
Three Lives, a knuckle of a store on the corner 
of a leafy street in the West Village, it’s possible 
to believe that the city is still as it appeared in 
early Woody Allen films, where bookshops were 
an essential part of the cultural scene. The cosy 
space stocks mostly fiction and non-fiction, all 
beautifully arranged, and the patrons are a mix 
of New York literary society, long-time Villagers 
and book-industry types. 
Books from AED 65; 001-212-741 2069, threelives.com

Dashwood Books 
It may not look like much but this subterranean 
shop on a quiet street in NoHo stocks the city’s 
best selection of photography books, with an 
emphasis on collectors’ editions, rare volumes 
and monographs by Japanese artists. This is the 
place to come for that hard-to-find reissue of 
Nobuyoshi Araki’s Sentimental Journey and small-
press chapbooks by the next generation of great 
fashion and fine-art photographers. One word of 
advice: if you see something you like, buy it or 
you may regret it forever; along with collectors, 
the store is popular with local photo editors. 
Books from AED 75; 001-212-387 8520, 
dashwoodbooks.com

Book Court 
This family-owned, sky-lit bookshop on 
a bustling street in the pretty Cobble Hill 
neighbourhood of Brooklyn is a throwback to 
a kinder, slower-paced New York. The staff 
are helpful, the clientele is local, the wooden 
floors are gleaming and the events, including 
readings by prize-winning writers who make 
this spot a regular stop on their tours, are often 
packed. Literary junkies might find themselves 
running into one of Brooklyn’s large population 
of writers here, such as Jhumpa Lahiri, Jonathan 
Safran Foer and Jennifer Egan. 
Books from AED 92; 001-718-875 3677, 
bookcourt.com 

McNally Jackson 
Don’t be fooled by the crowded café, shelves 
of imported fashion magazines or location on a 
busy strip of boutique-heavy Nolita, just down 
the block from Vince and Diptyque. Although 
this place may resemble a hipster hangout, at its 
heart it’s an old-fashioned community bookshop, 
with excellent contemporary fiction, art, cookery 
and travel sections. (Along with scones, coffee, 
greeting cards, the latest obscure literary journals 
and, yes, hipsters.) Even if you just come in for 
the people-watching, you’ll probably end up 
leaving with a book or two; the young staff are all 
avid readers and eager to make suggestions. 
Books from AED 100; 001-212-274 1160; 
mcnallyjackson.com

INTERIORS
The Future Perfect 
This two-room home-goods store in NoHo 
has always been the vanguard of contemporary 
design. Here you’ll find beautiful and inventive 
objects (a wind chime/mobile that triples as 
a hanging sculpture with bits of ceramics and 
leather dangling within a brass ring), furniture 
(a deep leather-and-oak sofa that looks like 
something dreamt up between Le Corbusier 
and Donald Judd) and, best of all, lighting 
(Lindsey Adelman’s glass-orb-and-metal 
spider-shaped chandeliers), much of it made by 
American designers. Even better? Everything 
can be shipped internationally. 
Lights from AED 890; 001-212-473 2500, 
thefutureperfect.com

John Derian
Looking around this sliver of an East Village 
store is a little like rummaging through the attic 
of that well-travelled, delightfully eccentric uncle 
we all wish we had. There’s an idiosyncratic 
and highly personal mix of Derian’s signature 
découpage pieces (from paperweights to cake 
stands), Astier de Villatte candles, elaborate 
paper flowers, carvings of North American 
birds, colourful Syrian glass chandeliers and 
all sorts of exquisitely chosen odds and ends, 
including tote bags, postcards and hand-plaited 
brush brooms. Come here to buy a gift for even 

the pickiest aesthete. The annexe sells rugs, 
cotton bedding, scarves and cushions. 
Moroccan pouffes from AED 1,085; 001-212-677 
3917, johnderian.com 

Michele Varian 
Yes, it has all the design staples you need 
for bohemian loft life: metallic-flecked wall 
coverings and textiles; shimmering burnt-
velvet cushions; glossy pendant lamps. But 
this bright, high-ceilinged shop on the edge 
of Chinatown really excels as the place to 
find curiosa and home accessories you never 
thought you required, including cast-porcelain, 
gold-dipped deer antlers, modernist brass 
candelabras and paperweights in the shape 
of beetles, jackalopes and bat skulls. The 
store also stocks a collection of jewellery in 
precious and semi-precious metals. 
Rugs from AED 360; 001-212-343 0033, 
michelevarian.com

CLOTHES
Maryam Nassir Zadeh 
There are two types of women in the world: 
those who want everyone to know exactly 
which labels they’re wearing and those who 
don’t. For the second group, there’s this sunny 
Lower East Side boutique, where you can join 
the regular clientele of gallery directors, film-
makers and fashion executives browsing 

Three Lives & Company 
independent bookshop
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Clockwise from 
top left: Dashwood 
Books, a specialist 
in photography 
titles; antiques and 
treasures at De Vera; 
homeware at John 
Derian; the exterior of 
The Meadow store
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T-shirts from AED 150; 001-212-966 7875, 
saturdaysnyc.com

A Détacher 
Mona Kowalska’s made-in-New York label 
is coveted by a certain sort of intellectual 
woman in the art and design worlds; her 
boxy, flatteringly cut silk and cotton separates 
and shift dresses, deconstructed knitwear 
and wooden-heeled shoes are avant-garde 
without being alienating. The store, a small, 
cement-floored space in Nolita, also stocks 
a well-chosen selection of cotton pouches, 
antique jewellery and beauty products, 
including the neroli scented Rodin face oil 
that has become a cult favourite. 
Shoes from AED 1,560; 001-212-625 3380, 
adetacher.com

CONCEPT STORES
Love Adorned 
In America’s frontier days, every small town 
had its own general store, a place where you 
could buy the necessities of daily life and a few 
flourishes, too. That 19th-century concept gets a 
21st-century update at Love Adorned in Nolita, 
which sells all the staples of urban bohemian 
hipsterdom, from flasks of boutique parfumeur 
Strange Invisible’s haunting scents to haute 
dreamcatchers (if one can imagine such a thing), 
beard wax and fir-scented incense oils. There’s 
also a wide variety of jewellery in a good range 
of prices, as well as plenty of cheap thrills – little 

the well-edited rails for floaty maxi dresses 
by Christophe Lemaire, sparkly collar 
necklaces by Shourouk and patent-leather 
brogues by Dieppa Restrepo. 
Dresses from AED 1,485; 001-212-673 6405, 
mnzstore.com

Bird 
This Brooklyn mini-chain (there are three 
locations: Cobble Hill, Park Slope and 
Williamsburg) may not win points for 
imaginative décor: the wood-floored spaces 
are welcoming and cheerful, although not 
especially memorable. But who needs fancy 
fixtures when the smart, wearable clothes and 
accessories are so on-point? And who needs 
a trip into Manhattan when you can get your 
Proenza Schouler, 3.1 Phillip Lim and Comme 
des Garçons fix right here? There’s also a good 
selection of pieces by local designers, including 
Rachel Comey (flattering dresses), Zero + 
Maria Cornejo (drapey, bubble-hemmed 
tunics and tops) and Pamela Love (Southwest-
style costume jewellery). 
Tops from AED 295; 001-718-388 1655, 
shopbird.com

Creatures of Comfort 
The Nolita location of this LA-based boutique 
has every label the thinking woman loves, from 
MM6 by Maison Martin Margiela to Isabel 
Marant, as well as pieces from up-and-coming 
and indie lines, such as tribal-inspired brass 
pendants from A Peace Treaty and minimalist 
leather-and-rubber handbags from Building 
Block. But the most memorable styles might 
be by the house’s own label: high-waisted 
twill trousers; dove-grey suede stacked-heel 
clogs; linen wrap tops. 
Handbags from AED 1,195; 001-212-925 1005, 
creaturesofcomfort.us

Maison Kitsuné 
What’s more chic than a French streetwear 
clothing line? A French streetwear clothing 
line inspired by Japanese design, of course. 
In this Art Deco-infected boutique just north 
of the Flatiron district you’ll find quirky but 
classic menswear, including button-down shirts 
with the brand’s signature fox logo (kitsune is 
Japanese for fox) and cute-but-never-sweet 
women’s clothing: crisp cotton mini dresses 
and shrunken cardigans. There are also Oliver 
Peoples sunglasses, delicious citrus-scented 
creams and soaps from Aesop and terrific 
unisex bags in bold colours from WANT Les 
Essentiels de la Vie. The store leads directly 
into the lobby of the NoMad hotel: the perfect 
place for a post-shopping tipple. 
Shirts from AED 630; 001-212-481 6010, kitsune.fr

Pilgrim Surf and Supply 
There’s a good selection of rubber fins, flippers 
and surfboards at this Big Sur-by-way-of- 

Brooklyn store, but the real reason to visit 
the space, with its wide-plank wood floors, 
sawhorse tables and metal lamps, is for its range 
of board shorts. They come in bright colour 
combinations inspired by classic Repp ties, 
alongside cotton T-shirts and sweatshirts, waxed 
canvas tote bags and light anoraks. Everything, 
in other words, that the urban surfer needs 
to pretend he’s beachside in California, not 
wandering the streets of Williamsburg. 
Shorts from AED 590; 001-718-218 7456, 
pilgrimsurfsupply.com

Saturdays Surf NYC 
Forget squash or tennis: these days, the 
Manhattan status sport of choice is surfing. 
And the New York surfer’s clubhouse is 
Saturdays Surf NYC, a chilled-out store that’s 
as responsible for creating the trend as it is 
for providing all the necessary equipment 
and accessories its practitioners need, be it 
sleek boards, wetsuits, towels or wool beanies. 
There’s also plenty of gear for enthusiasts 
whose interest in surfing might be limited to 
the aesthetics, including mint-scented body 
wash from Baxter of California, cedar candles 
and photography books documenting the surf 
culture in Fifties California and modern-day 
Japan. Aside from outposts in SoHo and the 
West Village, the brand also has stores in Tokyo 
and Kobe. Don’t leave without buying a bag of 
Saturdays’ roasted coffee beans, after sampling 
a cup from its front-of-shop bar. 

Well-edited 
fashion at Maryam 

Nassir Zadeh
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Surfboards at Pilgrim 
Surf and Supply
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“DESPITE THE MASS-MARKET 
STORES AND GENERAL 

HIPSTERFICATION, THE ONE-
OF-A-KIND SHOPS THAT 
DEFINE THIS CITY ARE AS 

ABUNDANT AS EVER

”
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Clockwise from top 
left: Parisian jeweller 
Marie-Hélène de 
Taillac; jewellery and 
curios at Catbird; tea 
selections at Bellocq; 
the brickwork interior 
of Miansai boutique
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cloth toys, leather pouches, kaleidoscopes, notebooks, coloured pencils – 
just made for guilt-free impulse purchases. 
Candles from AED 150; 001-212-431 5683, loveadorned.com

Goods for the Study 
Anyone who runs a bookshop in this day and age is by definition a 
nostalgist, so it’s not surprising that the second venture from the owners of 
independent bookshop McNally Jackson is just as stubbornly dedicated 
to the charms and accessories of a pre-digital age. This store sells deckle-
edge notebooks and desk accessories (oversized neon-printed wooden 
dice, lightweight rulers, stationery), as well as framed prints, calling cards, 
fountain pens and blotters: everything to fulfil your fantasies of 
the writer’s life. And there’s not a single iPad in sight. 
Notebooks from AED 37; 001-212-219 2789, mcnallyjacksonstore.com

JEWELLERY
Mociun 
This crisp, clean, sunlit shop in Greenpoint is minimalism at its best, 
and yet there’s plenty to dazzle the eye, including woven-cotton baskets 
in Agnes Martin hues, simple, lathe-turned-blonde-wood cups and 
tactile, rough-glazed ceramics. Best of all is the broad selection of 
distinctive jewellery. Check out the turquoise cabochon-and-diamond 
rings and necklaces dangling a pendant of silver moulded to resemble 
an emerald-cut stone. 
Rings from AED 735; 001-718-387 3731, mociun.com

Marie-Hélène de Taillac 
The Parisian jeweller is known for her dazzling use of coloured 
gemstones: her signature rainbow necklace is a delicate gold strand 
dangling briolettes in every hue on the spectrum. And her Upper East 

Side boutique is an elegant composition of jewel-bright shades, from 
the robin’s-egg-blue walls and the silver-leafed ceiling to the intimate 
salon’s key furnishing, a Jansen table filled with thousands of sparkling 
aquamarines. One could spend hours here trying on de Taillac’s 
whimsical, Indian-inspired confections, and the knowledgeable staff will 
assist with any custom order you may have. All it takes is money. 
Necklaces from AED 870; 001-212-249 0371, www.mariehelenedetaillac.com

De Vera 
Less a boutique and more a cabinet of wonders, this shop, located on a 
suddenly trendy street in southern SoHo, is truly sui generis. Its exquisite 
(and pricey) selection of jewellery, all designed by the owner, is made 
mostly from antique pieces collected around the world. An assortment 
of Edwardian paste shoe buckles are refashioned into a statement 
necklace, old grey diamonds are clustered into heavy, swinging chandelier 
earrings and carved-bone cameos are mounted on rings. Aside from 
the jewellery, there are plenty of other objects, presented museum-style 
in glass cases and oversized vitrines, which you won’t find anywhere 
else, including Japanese lacquer boxes, tiny beetles perfectly rendered 
in papier-mâché and relics of various provenance and material. And 
with its shiny, black floors and faint air of incense, the space itself is 
as mesmerising as the treasures it holds. 
Earrings from AED 2,205; 001-212-625 0838, deveraobjects.com

Miansai 
Even the most jewel-averse man won’t be able to resist the nautical-
themed pieces in this airy, laid-back shop in east SoHo. Nor will women: 
the solid-brass, screw-close bracelets, which come in rose-gold, yellow-
gold and silver finishes, fishing-hook-inspired pendants and braided 
leather bracelets in smart colour combinations, from pale blue-grey to 

Discover unique 
fragrances at 
Twisted Lily
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Getting there
Emirates (emirates.com), Etihad 
(etihad.com) and Qatar Airways 
(qatarairways.com) fly direct from 
the GCC to New York

grass-green, are urbane takes on the classic New 
England maritime aesthetic. In warm months, 
there’s a garden for sitting and sipping one of 
the teas that are brewed at the front of the store. 
Bracelets from AED 350; 001-212-858 9710, 
miansai.com

Tom Binns 
Outside this store, it’s full-blast West Village 
loveliness: well-kept townhouses, pretty 
budding trees, cobblestone streets. But inside 
Binns’ closet-sized atelier, it’s a riot of Seventies 
punk-inflected costume jewellery. This is the 
British jeweller’s only store and it’s well stocked 
with his most distinctive and over-the-top 
pieces, including chokers fashioned from strand 
upon strand of oversized fake pearls and lengths 
of Swarovski crystals, and French Regency-style 
necklaces made with neon-dipped rhinestones 
instead of diamonds. 
Necklaces from AED 385; 001-917-475 1412

Catbird 
This sweet little Williamsburg boutique, with 
smoke-blue walls, floor-to-ceiling cabinets made 
for opening and a scattering of mirrors, is any 
jewellery collector’s standby. The selection is 
whimsical without tipping into quirky, with an 
emphasis on unusual engagement rings, such 
as Satomi Kawakita’s delicate pronged rubies, 
featherweight diamond bands and layering 
bracelets: fragile loops of gold chain meant to 
be draped around the wrist and hand. The 
store also produces its own line of gold knuckle 
rings and pavé diamond earrings, many costing 
less than AED 365. 
Bracelets from AED 185; 001-718-599 3457, 
catbirdnyc.com

Ted Muehling 
Pity anyone with a love for beautiful objects 
and a roll of cash in their bag who happens 
upon this beauty of a Tribeca boutique: they 
and their money won’t be together for long. 
On the other hand, they’ll be able to say they’re 
now the owner of one of the much-imitated 
jeweller’s trademark pieces, be it a buffed-gold 
bracelet modelled on an olive wreath or a pair 
of multi-stone earrings that resemble a slowly 
melting icicle. Along with Muehling’s own 
creations – his workshop dominates the back 
of the space – there are also pieces by some of 
his friends and fellow jewellers, as well as his 
gorgeous forays into other mediums, including 
hand-painted glass, Nymphenburg porcelain 
and cast-bronze candlesticks. 
Earrings from AED 515; 001-212-431 3825, 
tedmuehling.com

FOOD
The Meadow 
In a world where you can buy anything, 
anywhere, The Meadow’s dedication to its 
highly limited range of offerings – just-cut 

seasonal flowers, bitters, salts and artisanal 
chocolates – feels both anachronistic and 
charming. But if the breadth of products 
available is narrow, their depth is not, which 
means you can walk out with an AED 75 bar 
of single-source Hawaiian chocolate or a vial 
of black sea salt gathered and air-dried in 
Kyushu, Japan. The earnest shop assistants 
can help you negotiate the small West 
Village space, fetching ever-more unusual 
bars of chocolate from the upper shelves and 
passionately detailing the difference between 
one kind of salt and another. 
Chocolates from AED 25; 001-212-645 4633, 
themeadow.com

Bklyn Larder 
Although this forever-crowded Park Slope 
provisions shop is best known for its cheese 
selection, you’ll also find everything else 
needed for a picnic in nearby Prospect Park, 
including meats, salads, quiches and sweets: the 
house-made pumpkin-seed brittle, fig-and-nut 
bars and chocolate macaroons are particularly 
addictive. And the bounty of made-in-Brooklyn 
goods – Empire Mayonnaise’s Sriracha-
flavoured spread, McClure’s spicy pickles, Early 
Bird’s chunky granola and Bklyn Larder’s own 
jars of tangerine-scented sugar – are perfect 
presents for your fussiest food-obsessed friends. 
Macaroons from AED 7; 001-718-783 1250, 
bklynlarder.com

Mast Brothers 
You smell this shop – from its delicious, 
delirium-inducing perfume of dark chocolate 
– before you see it. The company, one of 
the pioneers in Brooklyn’s growing band of 
artisanal food producers, makes small batches 
of self-consciously old-fashioned bars in 
inventive flavours, including Pecan Maple and 
Serrano Peppers, from this self-consciously 
old-fashioned space in Williamsburg. The 
salvaged-wood counters recall an early-20th-
century general store; there are pendant lights 
and subway tiles on the walls. All the bars are 
beautifully packaged in vintage-inspired Italian 
paper and make excellent souvenirs. 
Chocolates from AED 15; 001-718-388 2625, 
mastbrothers.com

Bellocq 
With its gorgeous, deep-lilac walls, distressed 
wooden floors, shaggy floral arrangements and 
shelves lined with the company’s signature 
buttercup-yellow canisters, this tea shop looks 
as if it has been decorated by a Dutch master 
who got into a time machine and wound up in 
Greenpoint. Tea connoisseurs and neophytes 
alike are encouraged to browse, sniff, sample 
and simply marvel: some of the handcrafted 
blends, especially the ones made colourful 
with dried flowers, seem almost too pretty 
to sip. Products include the brand’s own riff 

on classic chai and tea accessories such as 
cups, pots, strainers and whisks. 
Tea blends from AED 45; 001-800-495 5416, 
bellocq.com

PERFUME AND BEAUTY
Twisted Lily 
This store in the Boerum Hill neighbourhood 
of Brooklyn is not much to talk about design-
wise – clean white walls and blonde-wood 
floors – but inside, the offerings are much more 
interesting, complex and dark. We’re talking 
about the fragrances on offer, of course: hard-
to-source home scents that smell of burning 
cypress; small-batch perfumes redolent of 
absinthe. You will discover notes of everything 
from saddle leather to Granny Smith apples to 
styrax. And there’s also plenty of lovely rose and 
violet scents for the traditional shopper. 
Perfumes from AED 230; 001-347-529 4681, 
twistedlily.com

Aedes de Venustas 
Every obscure perfume, candle, room spray 
or incense stick ever made can be found in 
this subterranean West Village boutique, 
which resembles, in the best way, a Victorian 
courtesan’s boudoir. The owners, an elegant 
and engaging German couple, are experts at 
choosing fragrances for novices who might be 
overwhelmed, and are generous with samples. 
Aedes also makes its own scents, and anything 
in the store can be gift-wrapped in a beautiful 
box topped with a nosegay of fresh flowers. 
Incense sticks from AED 50; 001-212-206 8674, 
aedes.com

Min 
This dark, den-like store on a quiet stretch 
of eastern SoHo is lined with wood-panelled 
bookshelves, each of which is stocked with 
perfumes, colognes, soaps, incense, blotting 
papers and body washes from mostly small, 
artisanal producers in America and Europe. 
The more expensive and lesser-known lines 
are arranged in neat tableaux on various tables 
and display cases, and all are meant to be tested. 
The staff are helpful without being overbearing, 
although if you crave some extra attention or 
don’t know where to start, they’ll sit down with 
you on the big leather sofa that dominates the 
centre of the space and conduct a patient, in-
depth (and very serious) interview to ascertain 
your deepest olfactory desires. 
Colognes from AED 92; 001-212-206 6366, 
min.com
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Bklyn Larder, a deli 
and cheese shop 

in Park Slope
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JUST A HOP, SKIP 
AND JUMP FROM 
MANHATTAN IS 
THE SALTY OLD 
WHALING TOWN OF 
SAG HARBOR, THE 
LOW-KEY, REAL-
DEAL, INSIDER’S 
ALTERNATIVE TO 
THE HAMPTONS 
FOR A STATESIDE 
SUMMER ESCAPE

Sag Harbor, Main street. American 
flags snap in the stiff breeze coming in 
from the water, where sailing boats 

bob on the benign Peconic Bay. 
The sky is marine blue, the sun bright, the air 

crystalline with a tang of salt.
Along Main, locals and visitors ramble 
past the Art Deco movie theatre, the old-

fashioned barber shop and The American 
Hotel, where Billy Joel, in a baseball 

cap and shades, is having lunch on 
the porch. I’m eating my lobster 
BLT at the next table and trying 
not to stare: this little town on the 
East End of Long Island is not the 

kind of place you ogle the famous. 
It’s not like the celebrity-infested 

Hamptons a few miles south. The 
“un-Hampton”, its most passionate 

partisans call it, and there are plenty of them, like me. 
I love this place. The minute I arrive, it’s like heaven, if I believed 

in such a thing, or at least a plate of freshly dug, fat, briny clams.
“It’s hardly a provincial backwater, though not distressingly urban,” 

says Ted Conklin, The American Hotel’s owner, who in his 60s is given 
to wearing a preppy summer uniform of deck shoes, Bermuda shorts and 
polo shirt. “The people – neighbours and transients – are from every 
spectrum of society. There are rich and poor, the famous, the infamous 

and the anonymous. Artists and writers, trades people, politicians, 
diplomats, film-makers and poets. Some on the way up, some on the 
way down and some on the way out.” There is something perfectly 
old-world about the idea of “trades people and diplomats” summering 
together, more or less, by the sea.

But I’m off now on my rental bike to look around this town where 
I once lived. I pedal down Main Street and five minutes later I’m at 
the bay. Long Wharf, marked by the old windmill, is full of sticky-
faced kids gobbling ice cream with chocolate sprinkles from Big 
Olass. I’m having mint chocolate chip in a waffle cone, thanks, 
sprinkled with intense nostalgia.

If I stand with my back to the water, the town lies in front of me 
spreading out in the shape of a messy slab of apple pie. The left-hand 
edge, Bay Street, runs along the marinas and connects to Division Street 
or route 114; follow it for nine to 10km through pretty woods and you’re 
in East Hampton with its glorious Atlantic Ocean beaches. This is the 
land of designer shops, a multiplex, fancy food and the sound of the 
nearly famous wrangling over invites to parties for the Clintons. Here, 
among the very grand and elegant summer cottages, McMansions have 
sprouted like enormous, hideously deformed vegetables. Some East 
Hamptonites have made a break for Sag. 

Back to my piece of pie. The right side is Main Street; it takes you 
through the little shopping precinct, past The American Hotel, a few 
restaurants and then, a few blocks on, some of the most glorious early-
19th-century houses: pristine little salt boxes, grand two-storey affairs 
with cupolas and porticos; they are almost all wood, shutters painted 
black or green. Neon-blue hydrangeas bloom in the back yards.

Sampling ice creams 
from Big Olass. Left: 

A beach on Noyac Bay
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By the beach on Noyac Bay 
Right: The MONC XIII store

Little kids are shouting and falling off their bikes on the grid of 
residential streets with their narrow sidewalks, picket fences, heavy 
green trees, the scent of honeysuckle. Sag is only two square miles, 
with around 2,500 year-round inhabitants. Nobody locks their front 
door. I never did, when I lived here at 216 Madison Street in a chunky 
two-storey place the colour of melted Hershey bars. Random orange-
and-yellow daisies pushed up through the front drive, and there was a 
hammock in the back yard where I lay and read most of the day. Once 
a week, an enormous teenager would show up, pushing a lawn-mower 
loud as Concorde. The huge maple trees towered overhead. Seagulls 
swooped, and at dinnertime we plucked hamburgers off the outdoor grill.

A red Mustang once owned by Truman Capote was parked across the 
road. It belonged, as I recall, to some guys who kept the deed to their 
house in the newel post on their staircase. The finial had been replaced 
with a scrimshaw button; I liked imagining that the sailor who lived there 
had carved it from a piece of whalebone once upon a time.

My old bike was parked at the back of the house, where I listened 
to the cicadas – like little men in the bushes winding their watches, as 
somebody said once – and the tinkle of ice cubes from next door. I never 
did get an invitation. Sag Harbor is a private place and it’s not always 
easy to break into the local society. If I was lonely, I loved it anyway. The 
stupidest thing I ever did was not buy the house. Secretly, as I pedal 
around, I’m wondering if I can afford one now.

Early the next morning, after a night at the glamorous new Topping 
Rose House hotel, I ride my bike into sleeping Sag Harbor, up Main 
Street, turn left at the windmill, over the bridge to Sag’s “suburbs”, 
through North Haven with its gorgeous waterfront mansions to Noyac 
and Long Beach, a sandy stretch along the bay. With no one else around, 
I go for a solitary swim.

astonishingly, Sag Harbor is only 130km from New York City. I 
take the Hampton Jitney, a dedicated bus service, at 40th Street; a few 

minutes later we’re through the Midtown Tunnel and out to Long Island. 
To get a sense of the geography, look at a map of the island. It looks 

like a whale chasing the little sardine that is Manhattan. The whale’s tail 
is what is known as the East End of Long Island, and where it splits, it 
becomes the North Fork and South Fork. And on the south side of the 
South Fork, along the Atlantic, are the Hamptons. On the north side 
(of the South Fork), on the Peconic Bay, sits Sag Harbor. Got it?

Sag Harbor’s great prize is its deep-water port. In the early 1900s, 
Sag and Nantucket, off the coast of Cape Cod, were the biggest 
whaling centres in America. Almost as soon as I arrive, I head for 
Oakland Cemetery, not far from Main Street, where there’s a 
monument to the “Bold and Enterprising Ship Masters... who 
perished in actual Encounters with the Monsters of the Deep”. On 
the tombstone of a Portugese sailor is written: “Dead Men tell no 
Tales”. But here, they do; they tell the tales of a time when whale 
oil fuelled the American dream. It lit the world. Until petroleum 
and kerosene came along, Sag Harbor was Texas.

In Sag Harbor: A Literary Celebration, the late Wilfrid Sheed, a 
wonderful Anglo-American author and Sag resident, writes: “Whaling 
gave Sag Harbor its style, its culture, its money, back when the 
whalers were the adventurers and junk-bond dealers, the profiteers 
and entrepreneurs of the first half of the 19th century.”

On the Jitney out, I’ve been looking through my school copy of 
Herman Melville’s Moby-Dick. On Main Street, at Canio’s bookshop, locals 
used to read the whole damn book aloud every summer. Stick around 
town a while and you sense the raunchy, ambitious place he wrote about, 
especially at the Sag Harbor Whaling and Historical Museum; housed in a 
Greek Revival mansion designed by Minard Lafever, the hotshot architect 
of the period, it has grand Corinthian columns outside. Inside there are 
dioramas of whaling days, weapons, scrimshaw, paintings and artefacts such 
as the needlepoint a sailor’s wife did that reads: “Christ Before Pilate”. 
Some of the voyages lasted four years, the women pacing the widows’ 
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“A red Mustang once owned 
by Truman Capote was 

parked across the road from 
my house on Madison Street”

walks on top of their houses, looking 
out to sea for their men.

Lafever also built the 
Presbyterian Old Whalers’ Church, 
with its Egyptian Revival spire 
and pews of hand-carved Cuban 
mahogany brought home on the 
ships. The steeple was 185ft high, 
visible for miles at sea. In the 
hurricane of 1938, it blew away. 

Luck made Sag Harbor rich in 
the 1830s and 1840s, right at the time of America’s loveliest domestic 
architecture. In the 1850s, whale oil was replaced by coal oil and 
petroleum, and young men went west, lured by the California gold rush. 
Sag Harbor was left impoverished, suspended in time, like a Long Island 
Pompeii. “By the time ugliness entered America, Sag Harbor couldn’t 
afford it,” wrote Wilfrid Sheed.

For more than 100 years it remained isolated at the end of Long 
Island, with only some fishing and a few attempts at industry to 
keep it ticking over. And even that disappeared. “When I bought 
The American Hotel in 1972,” Ted Conklin says, “there were 23 
lunch rooms on Main Street. By the end of the year, when all the 
factories shut down, there were none.”

Later in the day, I get a cab to take me the short distance to 
Bridgehampton. The driver, Ben Gilliam, tells me he was born here in 
1932. An African American, Gilliam says, “My parents came up from the 
south to pick cucumbers. We always went into Sag Harbor to see the 
doctor. And after church, my father would give us 10 cents for ice cream 
at the Candy Kitchen, where the owner kept a goat out back for milk.” 
There’s no goat at the Candy Kitchen today, so far as I know, but the ice 
cream is still the best around.

African American communities 
are part of the legacy of both the 
whaling era and the later period 
when there was plenty of cheap 
land. Whaling was a multi-racial 
industry: African Americans, 
Creoles, Shinnecock Indians – if 
you were young and tough, you 
could get a ship.

Follow Division Street until it 
becomes Hampton and branches out 

to Hempstead and you come to Eastville, the original African American 
neighbourhood. Some say the 176-year-old St David’s church was a station 
on the Underground Railroad that brought slaves north to freedom.

More African Americans came in the Thirties and Forties, looking for 
holiday houses. In Colson Whitehead’s semi-autobiographical coming-
of-age novel Sag Harbor, the author’s alter-ego Benji ponders the black 
vacation spot: “Certainly that first generation claimed and settled on Sag 
Harbor Bay because the south side was off-limits – the white people 
owned the coastline, Southampton, Bridgehampton, East Hampton.” 
Around Eastville, summer communities – Sag Harbor Hills, Azurest, 
Ninevah Beach – grew up, with streets called Robeson (for singer, 
actor and activist Paul Robeson), Cuffee (Jeremiah Cuffee shipped 
out in 1823) and Washington (for George Washington Carver, scientist 
and educator). There are about 500 houses, many with direct access to 
private sandy beaches that overlook Sag Harbor and Gardiner’s Bay, a 
kilometre or two from Long Wharf and the centre of town.

Jazz singer Lena Horne came, so did the poet Langston Hughes 
and, as a boy, Colin Powell, the former US Secretary of State. 
Property stayed in families for generations, and there were 
weddings and fish fries and bridge parties.

“Life has changed,” says Dianne McMillan Brannen, a real-estate 

The Dock House seafood 
restaurant. Left: Long 
Wharf promenade



Clockwise from top left: The Sag Harbor Windmill; poolside at Topping Rose House; 
Mecox Beach, Bridgehampton; a room at Topping Rose House

“Long Wharf, marked by the old windmi , is fu  of sticky-faced 
kids gobbling ice cream with chocolate sprinkles from Big Olass”
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The motor yacht 
owned by The 

American Hotel
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The interior of 
LT Burger on 
Main Street
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even as they watch their own property prices soar.
But, as Ted Conklin points out, you need change. Locals understand, 

as the whalers did, that there must be some development, even hustle, 
for a dynamic, vibrant town; to be quaint is to be doomed to life in a 
museum. “It’s about the magical balance of nature and neighbourhood, 
the ebb and flow of visitors, access to New York and the rest of the 
world,” he says. “My short answer to your question about why I love Sag 
Harbor? It is the centre of the universe!”

The sun is hovering low over the water. I head for Dockside, a laid-
back restaurant that serves delicious salads, chowders and fish, with a 
veranda facing the yacht club. An immense boat, a big James Bond of a 
thing, all tinted windows and interplanetary navigational equipment, is 
lit up as if for the festive season. Babes in bikinis lean over the railings 
clutching bubbly glasses.

From the American Legion next door, the band strikes up for one 
of its summer concerts. The stars come out, then the moon. Fireworks, 
gold, silver, red, white and blue spill from the sky over Sag Harbor.

agent who married into one of the long-time black families in Ninevah 
Beach. “There are contending forces in the Sag Harbor area,” she 
adds. With some of the older generation dying off, and the property 
boom, white people are buying in. “Young people don’t necessarily 
want to keep the houses. Some would rather build by the ocean in East 
Hampton,” says Brannen, who herself has a summer house in Oak Bluffs 
on Martha’s Vineyard, another traditionally black vacation town. “But 
I’m finding the buyers I work with are all like-minded people. They 
appreciate the sense of community, the friendliness, and that when you 
walk down the beach they get a ‘Good morning’ and ‘How are you?’ 
They are all here because they like the beauty.”

At a talk in the local library one evening, Whitehead says, “The 
traditions will stay as long as people keep them alive, but real estate in 
this area trumps everything else.”

“Sag Harbor is on fire,” says local builder Tom O’Donoghue. I get 
in touch because I figure a good builder knows all the secrets, and I am 
forever dreaming of my little cottage, the ramshackle cabin I can turn 
into my dream house. “Prices have been skyrocketing. Even a little fixer-
upper goes for a couple of million,” says O’Donoghue, who came here 
from Ireland more than a quarter of a century ago. “Even the younger 
writers are being priced out.”

Sag Harbor: sanctuary for writers, some successful, some plain broke. 
John Steinbeck was followed by EL Doctorow (Ragtime), Thomas 
Harris (The Silence Of The Lambs), Walter Mosley (who set The Man In 
My Basement here), Spalding Gray (Swimming To Cambodia). And all 
of them, when they weren’t holed up writing, were drinking in The 
American Hotel. Truman Capote, Tom Wolfe, Salman Rushdie and Kurt 
Vonnegut, who lived over in the Hamptons or were visiting, joined them. 
Some still do. There were famous fights, guys going ego to ego.

At night, even now, men in their Guccis, no socks, sit on the porch 
wielding big cigars, quaffing malt or Bordeaux from the legendary hotel 
cellar. When he bought the run-down hotel, Ted Conklin imagined 
a place where plumbers and writers could mix. Most of the plumbers 
are gone, I’m guessing. As Conklin pours me a wonderful glass of rosé, 
people amble into the dining room; this is the best place in town for 
dinner, and the prettiest, with candlelight and fresh oysters.

Everyone who passes stops to gossip with Conklin, and now Carl 

Bernstein (who with Bob Woodward broke the Watergate story) pauses 
and leans on the porch railing. He greets me charmingly, just in case he 
knows me (he doesn’t) and engages Conklin in a conversation about the 
Aston Martin parked up the street. “Ralph Lauren’s,” I hear them say. 
“Two million?” They mean the car.

Well, Lauren lives in East Hampton, but times are changing for sure. 
The old red-brick Victorian watch factory has been turned into condos 
starting at two million. At MONC XIII on Madison Street you can pick 
up Hermès mugs, and Cavaniola’s, the great cheese shop, makes duck 
sandwiches on brioche.

Still, you can always get hops at Murf’s Backstreet Tavern or a paper 
plate of fresh crab at the fish store. Like everyone else, whenever I come 
here I check out the Five and Dime; so long as the place remains, people 
comment, nodding wisely, Sag Harbor is fine. Oh yes, so long as there’s 
the Five and Dime...

Newcomers, who pay big bucks for their houses, adore the authentic 
character of the town. Writers grumble and regard them with derision, 

“I’m eating my lobster BLT at the table next to Bi y Joel 
and trying not to stare: this town on the East End of Long 

Island is not the kind of place you ogle the famous”

The American Hotel 
on Sag Harbor's 

main drag
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Ge ing there
Emirates (emirates.com), Etihad (etihad.
com) and Qatar Airways (qatarairways.
com) fly direct to New York from where 
Sag Harbor is approx a two-hour drive or 
a three-hour ride on the Hampton Jitney 
(hamptonjitney.com)

Where to stay
The American Hotel
Just eight pretty bedrooms, a bar where 
everyone meets and one of the top grape 
cellars in the country. This really is the only 
place to stay in Sag Harbor proper; and, for a 
blow-out evening, it’s the best place to eat.
Doubles from AED 800; 001-631-725 3535, 
theamericanhotel.com

Topping Rose House
Not strictly in Sag Harbor, but a stone’s 
throw away and the first smart new hotel 
and spa in these parts. The main house is 
a 19th-century mansion; the rooms 
are modern but retain character. The 
contemporary private cottages in the 
grounds have little porches. It’s only a 
kilometre or so from Sagg Main Beach, 
one of the most glorious on the Atlantic.
Doubles from AED 1,820; 001-631-537 0870, 
toppingrosehouse.com

Where to eat & drink
Candy Kitchen
This diner is just across the street from 
the Topping Rose and a good option 
for breakfast. It also has the best ice 
cream in the area.
Ice cream from AED 15; 001-631-537 9885, 
candykitchen.com

Dockside Bar & Grill
No reservations but worth the wait. This is 
my favourite restaurant in Sag Harbor. It’s 
in the American Legion building and very 
laid-back. There are salads, wraps, good 
fish and seafood, and specials that might 
include lobster-and-avocado spring rolls, 
frizzle shrimp rolls and whole sea-bass with 
soy and ginger. Good cocktails, decent 
grape, chatty waiters.
Entrées from AED 80; 001-631-725 7100, 
docksidesagharbor.corn

The Dock House
Eat in or take out the freshest lobster, 
clams, oysters, the lot. Try the fish and 
chips. This is food on paper plates, with 
plastic forks, and it’s the real American 
deal for summertime on the coast.
Entrées from AED 50; 001-631-725 7555, 
dockhouseny.com

Murf’s Backstreet Tavern
My favourite pub, this is a ramshackle joint 
with great drinks, cold hops, a wonderful 
jukebox full of oldies. The worst-kept 
secret in Sag’s back streets.

Need to kn ow: Sag Harbor

Hops from AED 22; 001-631-725 8355, 
murfstavern.corn

Cavaniola’s Gourmet
The best place to buy prepared fancy 
food and ingredients. The cheese shop is 
beautifully edited, even it comes with a bit 
too much attitude at times; wonderful roast 
chickens, duck sandwiches, great soups. 
Cheese from AED 55; 001-631-725 0095, 
cavaniola.com

What to see & do
MONC XIII
A homeware store with gorgeous mid-
century pieces, table-top beauties in glass, 
porcelain and silver, cashmere and mohair 
throws. Great for those who like the best 
of Hamptons high style... without the 
Hamptons. Gorgeous and very expensive.
Throws from AED 2,445; 001-631-808 3333, 
monc13.com

The Sag Harbor Variety Store
This classic Five and Dime is the place for a 
taste of unpretentious old Sag, with lots of 
toys and silly souvenirs. Great fun.
Souvenirs from AED 15; 001-631-725 9706, 
sagharborvariety.com

Bloom
A wonderfully curated, somewhat mannered 
shop in an old house at the edge of the 
village. Chic baby clothes, plates and glasses, 
scrubbed-down furniture, a sort of back yard 
with terrific outdoor furniture and planters. 

Very cool, very chic, except for the strange 
selection of photographs.
Bamboo chairs from AED 1,285; 
001-631-725 5940

Sag Harbor Whaling & Historical Museum
The history and artefacts of Sag Harbor as 
a great whaling town and very rich port, 
housed in a classic mansion. It’s terrific for 
a couple of hours’ easy absorption.
Tickets from AED 22; 001-631-725 0770, 
sagharborwhalingmuseum.org

Bay Street Theater
This theatre often puts on plays and shows 
by New York City-calibre directors and 
actors. Expect anything from Shakespeare 
to stand-up comedy.
Tickets from AED 92; 001-631-725 9500, 
baystreet.org

Sag Harbor Cinema
Built as a burlesque house around 1913, it 
shows art movies and first-run features. It’s 
also one of the venues for the Hamptons 
International Film Festival in October.
001-631-725 0010
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Burrata, peaches and 
herbs at Josephine House. 
Opposite: The garden at 
Heywood Hotel



Still
got

thatswing
Austin has been a byword for 

cool for years. But has the 
influx of A-listers and techies 

diluted its quirky charm? 
EMMA LOVE explores its 

freshest hangouts and finds 
that this Texan star continues 

to pack stacks of sass
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Locals in South 
Congress. Opposite: 
Creole Italian cuisine at 
East Side Showroom
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do fly the flag for Texan hospitality; don’t 
be surprised if you find yourself accidentally 
gatecrashing a birthday party or having dinner 
bought for you. They are an outdoorsy bunch 
who spend their downtime swimming in 
Barton Springs, chilling out at Zilker Park 
or kayaking on pretty Lady Bird Lake, 
which slices the city from west to east. 

The balance in Austin has certainly shifted 
somewhat over the last decade. There’s a 
palpable buzz about the place and a sense 
that it’s moving forward, but without losing 
any of its kooky charm.

WHERE TO EAT & DRINK

The East Side
Every Sunday the Hope Farmers Market (001-
512-553 1832, hopefarmersmarket.org) takes over 
Plaza Saltillo. Bluegrass and indie groups play on 
the bandstand, hammocks swing in the breeze 
and food stalls sell everything from kimchi to 
vegan cupcakes displayed under bell jars. 

At the weekend the queue spills out the 
door at Hillside Farmacy (hillsidefarmacy.com), 
a Fifties pharmacy turned restaurant. The 
setting is industrial chic: a monochrome 
pentagon-patterned floor, old-fashioned 
weighing scales, tin lights and original cabinets 
filled with bottles of grape. Go for the piled-
high fried-egg sandwich (AED 30).

Pierre and Justine Pelegrin originally 
opened French brasserie Justine’s (entrées from 
AED 45; 001-512-385 2900, justines1937.com) as 
somewhere to hang out with their friends. Now 
it’s a neighbourhood favourite (people come for 
dinner and stay until 2am). The menu is full 

B
Back in the day, Austin wasn’t much more 
than a sleepy, hippy backwater with the 
sprawling University of Texas and bumper-
to-bumper barbecue joints filled with 
cowboys. The ace up its sleeve was a uniquely 
liberal outlook compared to the rest of very 
conservative Texas and a music industry with a 
serious reputation as a training ground for raw, 
talented blues, rock and country singers – for 
starters, it’s where Janis Joplin’s career took 
off. All of these were reasons why, in 1987, the 
organisers of the inaugural SXSW music festival 
chose to locate it here. Also attracted by this 
be-yourself culture and laid-back, distinctly 
non-New York pace of life – not to mention the 
300 days of sunshine a year – young creatives 
suddenly started moving here in droves. And 
they’re still coming; an average of more than 
100 new residents are added to the area’s head 
count daily. Then there are the local technology 
companies and international brands, including 
Whole Foods and Dell, which now flock here to 
set up their global headquarters. There’s also a 
booming production industry: films such as True 
Grit and Miss Congeniality, and more recently 
hit television series Friday Night Lights, a kind 
of love letter to Texas, have been shot in the 
city. Sandra Bullock used to live here; Matthew 
McConaughey and local film-maker Richard 
Linklater still do. 

Where Austin was once just a quirky 
oddball, it has been injected with a blast 
of alternative charisma. Like a lot of other 
American cities, it’s sprawling, but wherever 
you look, the design, from the clapboard 
bungalows (everything is in bungalows: bars 
with no names, tiny boutiques, chic restaurants) 
to the handful of funky hotels, is spot-on for 
the contemporary aesthetic. Simple materials – 
exposed brick, natural wood, marble and copper 
– are left alone to shine, pepped up with the 
odd flash of bold colour.  

There’s also a slew of new restaurants that 
wouldn’t look out of place in Brooklyn or 
Portland and first-class food trucks parked on 
almost every block. Over on the up-and-coming 
East Side, a weekend farmers’ market and cool 

“Locals really do fly 
the flag for Texan 
hospitality: Don’t 

be surprised if 
someone ends up 

buying dinner 
for you

”

craft breweries are as much a part of the scene 
as the piñata shops and dive bars that have been 
here for years. And instead of big-name fashion 
brands dominating the main shopping district, 
there’s SoCo (south of the Congress Bridge, 
home to 1.5 million bats that fly out to feed at 
sundown), which is packed with independent 
stores selling home-grown labels and vintage 
gems. Superstars such as Eminem and Calvin 
Harris fly in for Austin City Limits, the other 
big annual music festival, and rub shoulders 
with local legends playing honky-tonk and a 
traditional two-stepping crowd at the renowned 
Continental Club. Friendly Austinites really 
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“Wherever you 
look, the design, 

from the clapboard 
bungalows to the 
funky hotels, is 
spot-on for the 
contemporary 

aesthetic

”

From left to right: Easy Tiger bakery; 
neighbourhood eatery Josephine 
House; the pool at Hotel San José

From far left: Quirky décor 
at Heywood Hotel; Hillside 
Farmacy restaurant; a 
bedroom at Heywood Hotel

Vintage styles at 
Friends & Neighbors. 
Left: Charm School 
Vintage store
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pork-belly buns); and Via 313 beside the Violet Crown for square pizzas 
eaten on benches. For the best brisket, join the queue for Franklin 
Barbecue on E llth Street.   

South Lamar and South 1st
Elizabeth Street Café (entrées from AED 60; 001-512-291 2881, www.
elizabethstreetcafe.com) is part of Larry McGuire’s mini restaurant empire, which 
also includes Perla’s, a New England-style oyster bar on Congress Avenue. 
This French-Vietnamese coffee shop, bakery/restaurant has turquoise shutters 
and a candyfloss-pink door. Feast on fried rice with crispy redfish or 
noodles with chicken sausage, jalapeño and mushrooms. 

Owned by five friends (three of them chefs and two of them brothers), 
former food truck Odd Duck (001-512-433 6521, oddduckaustin.com) 
reopened as a restaurant at the end of 2013 when the car park it was in 
was sold to developers. Eat shared plates at the bar – which is dotted with 
boxes of herbs and bowls of fruit – in front of the open kitchen. The lamb 
meatloaf sandwich (AED 50) is amazing. 

A stalwart of the Austin food scene, Uchi (entrées from AED 30; 001-
512-916 4808, uchiaustin.com) is the classic choice for a smart sushi supper. 
The interior has botanical wallpaper, wicker lights and teak; the food 
includes a 10-course chef’s tasting menu. Uchiko is its newer, less 
formal sister on North Lamar. 

Downtown
At modern-Mexican joint La Condesa (001-512-499 0300, lacondesa.com), 
the huevos Condesa (AED 55) – layers of double-yolk fried eggs, bacon and 
chicken pieces on a base of potatoes and greens – sounds like it shouldn’t 
work. But it does, especially after one too many glasses the night before. 

Avoid the strip known as Dirty 6th (it’s full of college kids and 
shot bars) unless you’re heading to Easy Tiger (001-512-614 4972, 

of classics – steak tartare, moules frites, endive and Roquefort salad – and 
there’s a courtyard with tables and fairy lights. Jovial Pierre is usually 
behind the bar, choosing the records and chatting. 

Salt & Time (salumi board, AED 55; 001-512-524 1383; saltandtime.
com) is the first whole-animal butcher shop in Austin, selling cuts from 
sustainable Texan ranches; it’s a salumeria, restaurant and bar, too. 
Tuck into a salumi board with chorizo, salami and cured pork loin 
while sipping a pale hops from craft brewer Hops & Grain, served by 
bearded boys in denim shirts. 

Star chef Paul Qui’s flagship restaurant Qui (entrées from AED 200; 
001-512-436 9626; quiaustin.com) was the hottest East Side opening of the 
last few years. (He won Top Chef: Texas in 2012 and also oversees the three 
East Side King food trailers.) Grab a table on the terrace and eat delicious 
crispy pork and amberjack ceviche from the Filipino street-food menu. 
Or sit inside and watch chefs in the open kitchen prepare Texas Wagyu 
beef and cheddar-cheese ice cream with waffles for dessert. 

In a residential-looking grey house with no obvious sign, cocktail 
bar Weather Up (cocktails from AED 25; 001-512-524 0464, weatherupnyc.
com) is easily missed. Prop up at the curving copper bar to drink a 
Late Night Reviver (spirits, ginger syrup and club soda) or hang out 
in the garden at the back. 

Step through the red velvet curtains into stripped-back East Side 
Showroom (cocktails from AED 30; 001-512-467 4280, eastsideshowroom.
com) and order a Moscow Mule (spirit, ginger beer and lime) from the 
mixologist. Gypsy-jazz bands play at weekends. 

FOOD TRUCKS
The best in this area are linked to dive bars. There’s Veracruz All 
Natural, for migas tacos (with tortilla chips on top) outside The Grackle; 
East Side King in the hops garden at Wonderland bar (try the roasted-

A guest at Hotel San 
José. Left: Drinks at 

East Side Showroom
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The rock’n’roll Hotel Saint 
Cecilia. Opposite: Most 
vegetables come from the 
garden at Josephine House
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easytigeraustin.com), a low-key bakery and German hops garden with 
table tennis near Waller Creek. The thing to order is a salted pretzel 
(AED 7) as big as your head. 

Clarksville
Josephine House (entrées from AED 60; 001-512-477 5584, josephineofaustin.
com) is a cute neighbourhood spot for ladies who lunch (and brunch). 
There’s a marble counter laid out with cheeses, charcuterie and salads 
(try the sweet potato salad) or you can order the shrimp noodles and pan-
roasted Arctic char from the kitchen. Most of the vegetables are grown in 
the restaurant’s garden, which explains why everything tastes so fresh. 

North Loop
A Scandi-looking café and grocery store with white chairs around beech 
tables and copper lights overhead, Epicerie (entrées from AED 40; 001-
512-371 6840, epicerieaustin.com) is open for lunch, dinner and Sunday 
brunch, when the menu includes shrimps and grits and cured salmon 
toast. There’s a jazz soundtrack, and piles of beignets and crumbly light 
shortbread by the till. The focus is the food at no-frills restaurant Foreign 
& Domestic (entrées from AED 90; 001-512-459 1010; fndaustin.com), 
owned by chef Ned Elliot. Whatever you order – a pretty plate of carrot 
butter with soft egg and spring vegetables; lamb shoulder with leeks – 
ask for a popover on the side. It’s a bit like a Yorkshire pudding with 
Gruyere cheese sprinkled on top. 

Rainey Street
One of the buzziest nightlife spots of the moment, this street is mostly 
lined with wooden bungalows that have been turned into bars. Some 
are chilled, others rock with live music every night, but the kingpins are 
cocktail bar Half Step (cocktails from AED 40; 001-512-391 1877, halfstepbar.
com) and Container Bar (cocktails from AED 30; 001-512-320 0820, 
austincontainerbar.com), a series of stacked up containers, all decorated 
differently inside and linked by walkways around an outdoor terrace.

 
WHERE TO SHOP 

The East Side
Take Heart (takeheartshop.com) is the place for homeware and gifts 
handmade in America: botanical candles from Seattle; pottery by Vermont 
artist Jeremy Ayers. Helm Boots (helmboots.com) has been designing 
leather and suede footwear for men in its Austin studio since 2009 and 
opened a shop in 2012. It also sells accessories, including leather and 
canvas bags, wallets and shaving soap by other independent brands. The 
913 Collective is split into five spaces. Most interesting are Farewell 
Books (farewellbookstore.com) for photography, art and design coffee-table 
publications and Las Cruxes (lascruxes.com), which stocks mens- and 
womenswear, jewellery and LPs. There’s a record player so you can listen 
before you buy. Housed in a pretty bungalow, Friends & Neighbors 
(friendsaustin.com) has Indonesian and African textiles in a cupboard 
in the hall, beauty products in the bathroom, lingerie in the bedroom 
and pottery in the living room. Pick up a cup of Stumptown coffee 
from the grocery in the kitchen on the way out. Pastel-coloured paper 
flowers are strung up along the porch outside Charm School Vintage 
(charmschoolvintage.com). It’s a second-hand treasure trove with sparkly 
dresses hanging from the ceiling, tightly coiled leather belts squeezed into 
an upended crate and cowboy boots on a bookshelf. Ink illustrations line 
one wall and there are Polaroids in the makeshift changing room. Solid 
Gold (solidgoldtx.com) stocks great independent fashion labels, including 
Mary Meyer from Brooklyn and San Francisco’s Curator, and jewellery 
by local designers. In the same space is Busy Being (busy-being.com), for 
homeware: chopping boards, aprons and woven, hand-dyed tapestry 
wall hangings. Stylist Laura Uhlir opened Olive (oliveaustin.com), named 
after the family dog, in a little white building in 2012. It has recently 
moved to a new location up the block and has a mix of vintage and new 
womenswear on the rails. Traveller Denim (travellerdenim.com) looks like 

a log cabin, with floor-to-ceiling wood panelling, but is the go-to spot for 
custom jeans. Choose the material from rolls on the wall; trousers are 
hemmed to your spec on the Singer sewing machine at the back. 

South Congress & around
There are around a dozen vintage stores on this stretch but the best 
is Feathers (feathersboutiquevintage.com), which also sells its own line 
made from old textiles. Cutting-edge Blackmail (blackmailboutique.com) 
specialises in black-coloured clothing by three Austin labels: Sisters of 
the Black Moon, Alchemy and designer-owner Gail Chovan – with a 
handful of white pieces thrown in. There’s also punk-style jewellery by 
Rima Hyena and Chase & Scout. For better known names, By George 
(bygeorgeaustin.com) stocks Isabel Marant, Rag & Bone and T by Alexander 
Wang. South Congress Books (southcongressbooks.com) sells mostly second-
hand tomes, as well as niche magazines and original music posters. For 
menswear, hit Stag (stagaustincom) and Service (servicemenswear.com), where 
the owners wash all the denim so it’s pre-shrunk before it goes on the 
shop-floor. The most gorgeous homeware and lifestyle brands in town are 
Spartan (spartan-shop.com) and JM Drygoods (jmdrygoods.com), which share 
a space on South Lamar. There are ceramics, print cushions and Mexican 
imports, including linen shirts, striped rebozo scarves and Oaxaca rugs. 

WHERE TO STAY 
The East Side
Heywood Hotel (doubles from AED 1,135; 001-512-271 5522; heywoodhotel.
com) is the only hotel in this part of town. From the outside it looks like a 
normal house with a couple of swing seats on the porch, but at the back 
of this seven-room hideout there’s a contemporary extension and deck. 
Rooms have wooden floors softened by monochrome rugs and exposed 
brickwork behind the beds (some also have a tiny private terrace with a 
fairy-light-sprinkled trellis) and there’s a hotchpotch of textiles and prints 
by Texan artists. In the morning, borrow bicycles to ride to Cenote, a 
lovely café five minutes down the road, for breakfast.
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Getting there
Emirates (emirates.com), Etihad (etihad.
com) and Qatar Airways (qatarairways.
com) fly direct to New York from where 
JetBlue (jetblue.com) flies direct to Austin

RICHARD LINKLATER
The indie-movie legend was born 
in Houston but, after dropping out 
of college and working on an oil rig, 
became cool in Austin. He founded the 
Austin Film Society before going on 
to make movies of his own, including 
Slacker, Boyhood and the superb 
Before Sunrise/Sunset/Midnight 
trilogy. All of which starred Ethan 
Hawke, a native of Austin.

FRIDAY NIGHT LIGHTS
The book was set in Odessa, Texas, 
but all five seasons of the high-school 
football-team TV drama were shot in 
Austin – well, apart from a few bits in 
Pflugerville, which pfrankly doesn’t have 
quite the same ring to it. So that makes 
Austin the spiritual, if not the literal, 
home of full-back heartthrob and 
genial ne’er-do-well Tim Riggins. 
 
WILLIE NELSON 
When he’s not on a tour bus or sunning 
himself in Hawaii, the grizzled, ponytailed 
country singer can be found on his ranch 
outside Austin, which he has had since 
the early Seventies. 

SISTER CITIES 
Austin is twinned with 14 places around 
the world, including, bizarrely and 
perhaps aptly, Hackney. 

BREAKFAST TACOS 
There’s a scene in the movie, Blue In 
The Face, where Jim Jarmusch, in 
conversation with Harvey Keitel in a New 
York diner, drawls: “Coffee and cigarettes, 
you know? That’s, like, the breakfast of 
champions.” But that’s, like, a bunch of 
white-bread east-coast hipster baloney. 
In Austin, the breakfast of champions 
involves more substantial fare, ideally in 
the calorie-rich form of a ham, egg and 
refried-bean taco. Followed, maybe, by 
coffee and cigarettes. 

THE PEOPLE 
Texan hospitality rules, but it’s worth 
learning some of the Texan rules while 
you’re enjoying the hospitality. These 
have been eloquently summarised by 
Kinky Friedman, an Austin-educated 
satirist and novelist who once ran for 
governor of Texas. His Guide To Texas 
Etiquette includes such practical tips as: 

“Just because you can drive on snow 
and ice where you come from does not 
mean you can drive in a Texas downpour. 
When it rains hard, stay home. If you 
have to drive, get on the highway, move 
into the fast lane, and go no faster than 
35 miles per hour. If you have to drive at 
night, watch out for the deer. Only hit 
the ones with huge antlers, because 
they make the best wall hangings.” 

BINGO WITH A DIFFERENCE 
At the Little Longhorn Saloon, owned by 
country-music legend Dale Watson, the 
Sunday-night draw is Chicken S*** Bingo. 
Sissy the chicken is plonked on to a giant 
bingo card, and, well, you can guess 
what happens next. 

BARTON SPRINGS POOL 
A spring-fed swimming pool and popular 
year-round hangout where the water 
is always 20°C. Which, scientists have 
discovered, is a pleasant temperature 
not only for humans but also for the 
Barton Springs salamander, a protected 
species that has probably been slithering 
and sliming around with the other 
swimmers all along.  

THE TEXAS LONGHORNS 
The Dallas Cowboys are more famous, 
but when in Austin be polite and express 
support for the Longhorns. “Hook ‘em, 
Horns” is their slogan and hand gesture – 
that goofy heavy-metal thing where you 
make a fist with your thumb and little 
finger sticking out and wave your hand 
in the air. Kind of cute when you realise 
what the sticky-out fingers look like. 

KEEP AUSTIN WEIRD 
The phrase that launched a thousand 
bumper stickers was coined 16 years 
ago by a librarian called Red Wassenich, 
when he phoned in a pledge to a 
local radio station. It has since been 
ripped off by T-shirt makers and other 
municipalities across America. 

STRANGE LAWS
In Texas it’s illegal to milk another 
person’s cow. Or to take more than three 
sips of hops in succession while standing. 

COWBOYS
Austin is in Texas, after all, and dudes still 
ride around on horseback.  

South Congress
Formerly a rundown motel, Hotel San José 
(doubles from AED 860; 001-512-852 2360; 
sanjosehotel.com) is now a hangout for SoCo 
locals who come in the evenings to drink sake 
and hops in the lush courtyard while a DJ spins 
mellow tunes. There’s a tiny pool and a wing 
behind it with three suites right in the middle of 
the action. Rooms have original, rough-around-
the-edges concrete and tiled floors, gorgeous 
duvet covers made from sewn-together Indian 
Maharaja Me sheets (buy them at reception) 
and stripy kimonos in the bathrooms.

By far the most rock’n’roll address in 
Austin, Hotel Saint Cecilia (doubles from AED 
1,200; 001-512-852 2400, hotelsaintcecilia.com) 
– named after the patron saint of musicians 
– has been a sanctuary for creatives since it 
opened. The sitting room has black leather 
sofas, a stuffed white peacock on the bar and 
a smoke-stained wall above the log-burning 
fireplace; it permanently looks like there’s 
been a debauched party the night before. On 
the terrace there’s a neon “Soul” sign by local 
artist Evan Voyles and French-café-style wicker 
chairs and tables. Of the five rooms in the 
original 1800s mansion (the poolside bungalows 
are in new buildings), Suite 1 is particularly cool. 

Kimber Modern (doubles from AED 1,305; 
001-512-912 1046; kimbermodern.com) is an 
award-winning Modernist building with a 
cluster of bedrooms named by colour and 
arranged in order of the rainbow around a 
triangular courtyard. This place is groovy 
and arty: Perspex boxes by Margo Sawyer 
on the walls; surreal rabbit paintings by 
Marfa-based artist Martha Gannon above 
the beds. Help yourself to breakfast in 
the open-plan kitchen and grape during 
happy hour every afternoon.

Judges’ Hill
A Greek Revival-style mansion 10 minutes’ 
drive from downtown, Hotel Ella (doubles from 
AED 1,100; 001-512-495 1800; hotelella.com) 
reopened after a revamp in 2013. The rooms in 
the historic main building feel grander than the 
two annexes at the back, which overlook the 
new pool, but they all share a modern vibe: dark 
wood wardrobes, plush armchairs and curved 
bedside lights. On Saturday nights Goodall’s 
restaurant, named after the original owners who 
were given the house as a wedding present, 
heaves with a grown-up crowd tucking into 
buttermilk fried chicken. The hotel’s Cadillac 
can ferry you to nearby sights.

12 reasons why we love Austin
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The pool area at 
Hotel Saint Cecilia
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1 Tunic, AED 2,665, Talitha at net-a-porter.com 2 Bikini top, AED 540, bikini 
bottoms, AED 295; both Parah 3 Sunglasses, AED 1,170, Miu Miu 4 Necklace, 

AED 249, Charles & Keith 5 Bag, AED 2,900, Jimmy Choo 6 Shorts, AED 475, 
Bebe at sivvi.com 7 Shoes, AED 1,915, Paul Andrew at boutique1.com

1 Sweater, AED 2,670, Moncler at matchesfashion.com 2 Shirt, AED 550, 
Thomas Pink 3 Bottega Veneta Pour Homme Essence Aromatique, AED 350 
4 Sunglasses, AED 950, Coach 5 Shorts, AED 460, Hackett London 6 Shoes, 

AED 4,700, Berluti 7 Crossbody bag, AED 10,440, Loewe

Throw on a pair of shorts and head for the beach 
on this laid-back slice of Long Island
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1 Jacket, AED 699, Desigual 2 Shirt, AED 565, Jigsaw 3 Trousers, AED 880, 
’S Max Mara 4 Earrings, AED 7,000, Liali Jewellery 5 Bag, AED 9,950, Fendi 

6 Dior 5 Couleurs Glowing Gardens Eyeshadow Palette, AED 291
7 Shoes, AED 2,640, Santoni 

1 Backpack, AED 8,346, Givenchy 2 Shirt, AED 1,327, Issey Miyake at 
mrporter.com 3 Trousers, AED 1,140, Carolina Herrera 4 Aesop Parsley 

Seed Anti-Oxidant Hydrator, AED 230 at beautyexpert.com 
5 Blazer, AED 1,645, Ted Baker 6 Watch, AED 19,500, Tag Heuer 

7 Slip-on shoes, AED 420, Lacoste at namshi.com

Channel a Hah-vuhd grad vibe in 
sharply tailored separates with just 

a dash of preppy
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S
eeing really is believing when it comes 
to this otherworldly geothermal feature, 
shot by intrepid aerial photographer 
Yann Arthus-Bertrand from a 

helicopter and included in an exhibition that 
circumnavigated the world. While the spectrum 
of colours – fading from cerulean at its centre 
through radiant yellow to muddy russet in its 
shallows – mystified tribes and 19th-century 
fur trappers, modern science informs us that 
the rainbow effect is the result of colonies of 
different pigmented bacteria that live in the 
waters. But this is no colourful bubble bath: 
the 370ft-wide pool is created by hundreds 
of gallons of boiling water that surge from a 
fissure in the earth’s crust each minute. The 
site can be found in a wide, treeless valley 
atop swelling subterranean lava vats that vent 
through billowing geysers, and was described 
by one famous chronicler of the British Raj as 
“Hell’s Half Acre”. But far from deterring visitors, 
the devilishly sulphurous and seismically active 
landscape attracts three million visitors each 
year. Established as a national park in 1872, 
the 9,000sqkm of mountainous terrain is also 
home to Jurassic fossils and a bison reserve. 
Where are you? 

PRIZE
Email your answer identifying the national park 
and geological feature where the photograph 
was taken to contest@appgulf.com and you 
could win a three-night stay for two at 
Grand Hotel Tremezzo, Lake Como, Italy. 
See overleaf for details and look out for
the answer in the July issue.
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CONTEST

COMPETITION RULES 1. Entries for Condé Nast Traveller’s Where are you? competition should be sent via email to: contest@appgulf.com 2. Winners will be judged at the discretion of Condé Nast Traveller. The decision of 
the judges will be final and binding. No correspondence will be entertained. Only one correct answer will be registered per entrant per issue. 3. Each entry must arrive no later than May 31, 2016. Winners will be contacted by 
email or telephone whenever possible. 4. The entries must be in English and complete in all respects. 5. Condé Nast Traveller is not responsible for late entries. Illegible or mechanically produced entries are not eligible. Entries 
by text message are not eligible. 6. Prizes will not be transferred or exchanged for cash or any other item. No refunds or credits for changes or cancellations are allowed. All other expenses and costs, which are not specified 
as being included in the prize, are the sole responsibility of the winner. 7. All prizes must be redeemed prior to the expiry date. 8. Taxes, if any, are the sole responsibility of the winner. 9. The Where are you? competition is 
open to readers of Condé Nast Traveller aged 18 and over on the date of entry and who are ordinarily residents of the GCC. 10. Employees of Condé Nast Traveller (Arab Publishing Partners), ITP, participating promotional 
agencies, contributors to Condé Nast Traveller, and the families of any of those above are not eligible to contest. 11. All entries to the Where are you? competition become the sole property of Condé Nast Traveller and 
will not be acknowledged nor returned. 12. Entries become the property of Condé Nast Traveller and may be used for such purpose and in such media as the company deems fit, without requiring the participant’s prior 
permission. 13. Acceptance of the prize constitutes consent for the use of the winner’s name and likeness and those of his/her travelling companion for editorial, advertising and publicity purposes. 14. Condé Nast Traveller 
will not be liable for any loss, damage or expense incurred by a prize winner or by his/her travelling companion (for example, costs of repatriation) as a consequence of any party participating in providing the prize becoming 
insolvent or entering into liquidation or bankruptcy. 15. Condé Nast Traveller reserves the right to amend any or all of the terms of this contest, or the prizes on offer, at any time without prior notice. 16. Contestants, by 
entering the competition, agree to be bound by the above rules, terms and conditions. 

WIN A THREE-NIGHT STAY 
FOR TWO AT GRAND HOTEL 

TREMEZZO, LAKE COMO, ITALY

D
ating back to 1910 and located in 
the heart of Lake Como, Grand 
Hotel Tremezzo is an Art Nouveau 
property that combines old-world 

glamour and contemporary style. The 90 
opulent rooms and suites offer panoramic 
views of Lake Como, the town of Bellagio 
and the spectacular Grigne Mountains.

The hotel recently underwent a 
makeover, with newly appointed rooftop 
suites featuring a private outdoor terrace 
with a heated Jacuzzi overlooking Lake 
Como, a redesigned park and gardens and 
the revamped T Spa, where guests can 
enjoy ESPA treatments with lake views. The 
property also features a private beach and 
three swimming pools.   

Five restaurants and bars include La 
Terrazza, serving seasonal, locally produced 
Italian specialties in an al fresco setting; 
L’Escale Fondue & Wine Bar, specialising 
in fondues, grills and Italian regional grape 
overlooking the lake; T Pizza, a picturesque 
wood-fire pizzeria located by the pool and 
surrounded by lush gardens; and T Beach 
for snacks and barbecues on the sand.

To win a three-night stay for two at 
the Grand Hotel Tremezzo in a Lake View 
Prestige Room including breakfast, one 
dinner for two at La Terrazza and a couple’s 
50-minute facial or body treatment at 
T Spa, correctly identify the location of 
this issue’s Where are you? competition 
by May 31, 2016. 

Reservations are subject to availability. 
The prize is valid through May 31, 2017 
(property open seasonally from March to 
November), is non-transferable, cannot be 
redeemed for cash and does not include 
public holidays. Flights, transfers, mini 
bar and all other expenses not stated in 
this prize are subject to payment either 
on consumption or departure. For more 
information call 0039-03-444 2491 or 
visit grandhoteltremezzo.com

SLUG
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T
his bird’s-eye view of geometrically perfect parasols is reminiscent of those Nineties Magic Eye illusions. Look at it hard enough and you might just see the colours morph into life and take off. Each year at the end of April, hundreds of kites in all manner of shapes and sizes are flown in the skies above this beach, riding the warm air currents in a vibrant show of aerial battles and acrobatics. The air is laced with the scent of salt and pinewood; the nearby sea is calm, waves gently licking the shore. Legend has it that in 1445 things weren’t quite as serene: there was a sudden violent storm and the town’s bishop cast his episcopal ring into the sea to calm it. An annual Sea Wedding festival has been held ever since, where locals compete in a fishing-for-the-ring challenge in order to bring good luck. This 9km-stretch of riviera was once dubbed The City of Salt due to its production of the stuff, which goes as far back as the Etruscan civilisation. Today, a few functioning saltpans remain in the southern reaches of the regional park, and  a museum is dedicated to the area’s harvest of precious “white gold”. Where are you? 

PR IZE
Email your answer identifying the town and country where the photograph was taken  to contest@appgulf.com and you could win a three-night stay for two at The St. Regis Abu Dhabi. See overleaf for details and look out for the answer in the May issue.
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CONTEST

WINNER: 
MARCH 2016

The winner of March’s Where 
are you? competition is Noeme 

Delabahan of Dubai who correctly 
identified the location of the 

picture as Cervia, Italy. She won 
a three-night stay for two at 

The St. Regis Abu Dhabi.

The Art Nouveau-style 
property is perched on 
Lake Como. Above: A 
Lake View Prestige Room
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PLUS
The insider guide 
to Seoul 

A Michelin-starred 
tour of Europe

Who has the key 
to success in this 

year’s Hot List?

COMING 
NEXT 
MONTH...
Discover the world’s 
best new hotels in 
the Hot List 2016
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BEHIND THE SCENES

FUTURISTIC FLYING

E
ven the most frequent of flyers 
can find themselves filled with 
dread walking along the air 
bridge to board a 13-hour flight, 

resetting their watches and strategically 
planning their naps and meal times to 
acclimatise to their new time zone. But 
as CNT boarded the inaugural Qatar 
Airways flight to Boston aboard the new 
Airbus A350 XWB (extra-wide body, and 
they’re not kidding), we were pleasantly 
surprised at how cavernous the cabin 
was. The dome-ceiling entrance and 
vertical side wall design gives passengers 
more breathing space while the 1-2-1 
seat configuration in Business Class and 
3-3-3 in Economy allows you to stretch 
out in comfort. The welcoming pink hue 
on arrival is just one of a whopping 16.7 
million shades produced by the plane’s 
LED lamps that are designed to simulate 
the natural phases of the day, helping to 
ease jet lag (we particularly enjoyed the 
sleep-inducing sunset tones).

The first airline to purchase and fly 
the A350 XWB, Qatar Airways’ experts 
collaborated with Airbus on the design 
and development of the aircraft, which 
features lower cabin pressure to reduce 
fatigue and headaches; a special 
humidification system to decrease dry 
skin, chapped lips and scratchy throats; 
and an air-management system that 
renews the air every two to three minutes 
while regulating the cabin temperature.

Left: Qatar Airways’ 
A350 XWB Business 
Class cabin features a 
communal lounge area

For those who want to get some shut-
eye, the new Rolls-Royce Trent engines 
ensure a peaceful flight with a typical 
ambient noise level equivalent to the volume 
of a normal conversation, while the 80in full 
flat beds in Business (each with direct aisle 
access) are ergonomically designed so even 
the tallest passengers can stretch out or curl 
up in comfort. Soft pyjamas, slippers and 
Italian Frette linen give that five-star hotel 
feel, while Giorgio Armani amenities are ideal 
for freshening up post-nap. Qatar Airways’ 
dining on demand is a great perk for 
Business travellers, allowing you to choose 
from the à la carte menu at a time that 
suits your schedule, with dishes like Nobu 
Matsuhisa’s spicy clear broth with seafood 
and Vineet Bhatia’s paneer tikka on offer.

Economy passengers aren’t overlooked 
either with generous 18in wide seats with 
up to 32in pitch, while all classes can enjoy 
the state-of-the-art Oryx entertainment 
system featuring up to 3,000 entertainment 
options on individual screens (17in HD in 
Business and 10.6in in Economy). Each 
seat also includes a digital handset so you 
can follow your flight route on a second 
screen while watching a movie or TV series 
on the main screen. A USB and Apple 
iPort socket is also available so passengers 
can enjoy entertainment from their own 
devices while recharging them, and Wi-Fi 
is available throughout the aircraft, ensuring 
that time really does fly.
qatarairways.com

The A350 is made of 
lightweight materials that 
help maintain fuel efficiency 
and reduce CO2 output

Enjoy dishes 
like black cod 
with lemon

Can an aircraft really help beat jet lag? CNT boarded the new Qatar Airways Airbus A350 XWB to find out 

Business Class seats 
offer comfort, space 
and privacy
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ADVICE

“What’s a top road trip destination?”

Travel wisdom from those in the know

The experts

“Italy is made for road trips. Travelling along 
the Amalfi Coast is a must-do, but I also 
suggest embarking on a trip through the 
northern regions of Lombardy, Veneto, Emilia 
Romagna and Liguria. The route from Milan 
to Genoa will satisfy all of your senses. The 
capital of fashion is the starting point from 
which you’ll make your way to romantic 
Verona, the city of Romeo and Juliet. A day 
trip to Lake Garda is not to be missed, where 
the variety of leisure activities will ensure 
you don’t miss being on the coast. The next 
stop, Venice, is a fascinating metropolis with 
its maze of canals and streets. From there, 
continue to Rimini and Ravenna – this part 
of the coast offers many tourist attractions 
and amazing nightlife. Nearby is Bologna, a 
UNESCO City of Music. End the road trip in 
Genoa, a city of contradictions that serves 
as a gateway between the sea and the 
mountains. Arrivederci!”

“South Africa has long been a favourite 
destination, and the cliffside drive from Cape 
Town to Mossel Bay – taking a noteworthy 
detour via the stunning grape region of 
Franschhoek – reveals the Western Cape’s 
true natural beauty. While not strictly the 
full Garden Route (which runs all the way to 
Plettenberg Bay), the drive from Cape Town 
to Mossel Bay is what you’d get if you paired 
the beauty of Italy’s Amalfi Coast with the 
rustic manors of Bordeaux. The cosiness of 
Franschhoek was enough for me to never 
want to leave, staying in the sweetest bed & 
breakfast overlooking the quaint high street, 
sipping on rich blends acquired during our 
sunset tasting at La Motte, and dining at the 
quintessential French Connection Bistro. 
Driving onward along the Indian Ocean, we 
stopped by tiny seaside towns to devour 
the local fishermen’s daily catch on our way, 
leaving any stresses by the wayside.” 

AMUDA GOUELI
CEO, Destinia, Madrid

MICHELLE SMITH
Marketing manager, Flight Centre, Dubai

“One of the best countries to take a road 
trip in is Australia. With a wide diversity of 
landscapes, you can head from the tropical 
north to the outback to see crocodiles, 
valleys, lakes and the red desert. Another 
option is to drive up and down the beautiful 
coastline, making pit stops at the Great 
Barrier Reef to explore the varied marine 
life and beautiful coral; the Gold Coast for 
world-class surfing; Sydney, where you can 
sail across the harbour, visit the Opera House 
and relax by the beach in laid-back Manly; 
Melbourne, where the café culture will make 
you feel like you’re in Europe; ending with 
the Great Ocean Road. Road trips are part 
of Australian culture – the RV circuit is huge 
among retirees but so is the campervan 
culture of the youth. There are frequent 
rest stops and camp sites throughout the 
country, and the long distances and wide, 
open spaces are ideal.” 

MATTHEW KEPNES
Founder, Nomadicmatt.com, global 

Australia’s scenic 
Great Ocean Road
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FASHION
Alexander McQueen Abu Dhabi, 00971-
2-676 1433; Dubai, 00971-4-339 8760; 
Doha, 00974-4-413-5255; Kuwait City, 
00965-2-575 7739/48; Jeddah, 00966-
12-283-6622
Alexander Wang at Etoile La boutique: 
Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-626 6922; Dubai, 
00971-4-341 4166; Kuwait City, 00965-
2-220 0524; Jeddah, 00966-12-284 2861
Bebe at Sivvi: sivvi.com 
Berluti Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-643 2068; 
Dubai, 00971-4-501 6965; Doha, 
00974-4-416 1860
Carolina Herrera Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-
412 4050; Dubai, 00971-4-339 8132; Doha, 
00974-4-413 4748; Manama, 00973-1-711 
2721; Kuwait City, 00965-2-259 7785; 
Riyadh, 00966-11-273 0780
Christian Louboutin Abu Dhabi, 00971-
2-412 4030; Dubai, 00971-4-325 3935; 
Doha, 00974-4-450 7004; Manama, 
00973-1-717 8076; Kuwait City, 00965-
2-297 9011; Jeddah, 00966-12-261 0304; 
Riyadh, 00966-11-211 2819
Coach Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-681 3997; 
Dubai, 00971-4-339 8670; Manama, 
00973-1-758 1798; Kuwait City, 00965-
2-530 9535; Jeddah, 00966-12-215 
0669; Riyadh, 00966-11-211 2300
Desigual Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-671 
9975; Dubai, 00971-4- 339 9408; Doha, 
00974-4-416 1852; Manama, 00973-1-717 
8059; Kuwait City, 00965-2-259 7506; 
Jeddah, 00966-12-612 3140; Riyadh, 
00966-11-281 3840
Elisabetta Franchi Abu Dhabi, 00971-
2-565 0512; Dubai, 00971-4-330 8280; 
Doha, 00974-3-333 0725; Kuwait City, 
00965-2-259 7067 
Fendi Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-681 3553; 
Dubai, 00971-4-339 9782; Doha, 00974-
4-460 0945; Manama, 00973-1-332 
0505; Kuwait City, 00965-2-220 0604; 
Jeddah, 00966-12-284 2803; Riyadh, 
00966-11-462 6098
Givenchy Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-674 2800; 
Dubai, 00971-4-330 8282; Doha, 00974-
4-407 7154; Manama, 00973-1-717 8502; 
Kuwait City, 00965-2-530 9648 
Gucci Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-681 6844; 
Dubai, 00971-4-341 0669; Doha, 
00974-4-413 4612; Manama, 00973-
1-713 1218; Kuwait City, 00965-2-530 
9997; Jeddah, 00966-12-668 7034; 

Riyadh, 00966-11-211 2627
Hackett London Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-
412 4045; Dubai, 00971-4-325 3237; 
Doha, 00974-4-029 0224; Manama, 
00973-1-711 2717; Kuwait City, 00965-
2-259 7909; Jeddah, 00966-12-660 
7906; Riyadh, 00966-11-466 4703
Hermès Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-666 9740; 
Dubai, 00971-4-330 8385; Doha, 00974-
6-601 1882; Manama, 00973-1-753 5519; 
Kuwait City, 00965-2-227 0215 
Issey Miyake at Mr Porter: mrporter.com
Jigsaw Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-565 1370; 
Dubai, 00971-4-339 8644
Jimmy Choo Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-676 
9399; Dubai, 00971-4-339 8925; Doha, 
00974-4-468 4850; Manama, 00973-1-
758 2807; Kuwait City, 00965-2-530 
9912; Jeddah, 00966-12-289-3140
Lacoste at Namshi: namshi.com
Loewe Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-412 4015; 
Dubai, 00971-4-325 3754 
Longchamp Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-412 
4075; Dubai, 00971-4-339 8460; 
Kuwait City, 00965-2-259 7810; 
Riyadh, 00966-11-281 5470
Masini & Chern at Apples & Drawers: 
applesanddrawers.com
Max Mara Dubai, 00971-4-388 2070; 
Doha, 00974-44-375 7968; Manama, 
00973-1-713 1015; Kuwait City 00965-
2-220 0569 
Mazu mazuswimwear.com
Michael Kors Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-412 
4070; Dubai, 00971-4-395 1694; Doha, 
00974-4-460-7469; Manama, 00973-1-
711 2724; Kuwait City, 00965-2-259 7805; 
Jeddah, 00966-12-275 3887; Riyadh, 
00966-11-273 4911
Miu Miu Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-491 9531; 
Dubai, 00971-4-385 0827; Doha, 00974-
4-4644 082; Kuwait City, 00965-2-229 
9678; Jeddah, 00966-12-283 3286; 
Riyadh, 00966-11-288 4179
Moncler at Matches Fashion: 
matchesfashion.com
Mosley Tribes at Amazon: amazon.com
Mulberry Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-412 
4010; Dubai, 00971-4-325 3882; Doha, 
00974-4-478 8285; Kuwait City, 
00965-2-259 7790 
Nike Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-443 
7396; Dubai, 00971-4-434 1201; Doha, 
00974-4-451 7191; Manama, 00973-1-756 
6446; Riyadh, 00966-11-216 2665 

Parah Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-565 1500; 
Dubai, 00971-4-339-8489
Paul Andrew at Boutique 1: boutique1.com
Proenza Schouler at Boutique 1: 
boutique1.com
Reemami reemami.com 
Saint Laurent Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-681 
6994; Dubai, 00971-4-341 0113; Kuwait 
City, 00965-2-530 9777; Jeddah, 
00966-12-261 1600; 
Sans Arcidet at Praias: Dubai, 00971-
4-341 1167
Santoni at Level Shoe District: Dubai, 
00971-4-501 6888
Talitha at Net-a-Porter: net-a-porter.com 
Ted Baker Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-681 
4711; Dubai, 00971-4-434 0623; Doha, 
00974-4-481 5042; Kuwait City, 00965-
2-227 0251 
Thomas Pink Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-676 
7002; Dubai, 00971-4-339 8598
Tod’s Dubai, 00971-4-341 3033; Doha, 
00974-4-413 4937; Manama, 00973-1-
713 1090; Jeddah, 00966-12-284 2862; 
Riyadh, 00966-11-293 9440
Tory Burch Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-616 6999; 
Dubai, 00971-4-325 3670; Doha, 00974-
4-421 5450; Manama, 00973-1-711 2718; 
Kuwait City, 00965-2-220 0594; 
Jeddah, 00966-12-641 0455
Wild Wood at Maarli: maarli.co

WATCHES & JEWELLERY
Amber Sceats at Boom & Mellow: 
Dubai, 00971-4-344 4512
Breitling Dubai, 00971-4-341 1165;  Muscat, 
00968-24-66 5394; Doha, 00974-4-407 
7148; Manama, 00973-1-717 1800; Kuwait 
City, 00965-2-227 0290; Riyadh, 00966-
11-462 8833
Charles & Keith Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-679 
8482; Dubai, 00971-4-339 8713; Doha, 
00974-4-493 4437; Manama, 00973-1-717 
9307; Kuwait City, 00965-2-220 0942; 
Jeddah, 00966-12-630 3720; Riyadh, 
00966-11-207 7844.
Dinosaur Designs at Boutique 1: 
boutique1.com
Franck Muller Dubai, 00971-4-421 4648; 
Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-632 3232
Isabel Marant Dubai, 00971-4-395 1300
Liali Jewellery at lialijewellery.com
Marni Dubai 00971-4-354 9417; Kuwait 
City, 00965-2-530 9555
Monica Vinader Dubai, 00971-4-395 1700

STOCKISTS



MAY 2016   CONDÉ NAST TRAVELLER 103

WHERE TO BUY

Montblanc at Paris Gallery: Abu Dhabi, 
00971-2-681 6662; Dubai, 00971-4-330 
8289; Manama, 00973-1-717 8582
Numa at Boom & Mellow: Dubai, 00971-
4-344 4512
Paula Mendoza at Symphony: 
bysymphony.com 
Suunto Core at Adventure HQ: Abu 
Dhabi, 00971-2-565 0996; Dubai, 
00971-4-346 6824
TAG Heuer Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-644 
6448; Dubai, 00971-4-339 8555; Kuwait 
City, 00965-2-259 7606
Timex at Rivoli: Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-
681 3035; Dubai, 00971-4-341 3121; 
Muscat, 00968-2-455 8290; Doha, 
00974-4-479 0107
Tissot at Rivoli: Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-
681 3035; Dubai, 00971-4-341 3121; 
Muscat, 00968-2-455 8290; Doha, 
00974-4-479 0107

BEAUTY
Aesop at Beauty Expert: 
beautyexpert.com
Benefit at Sephora: Abu Dhabi, 00971-
2-445 3690; Dubai, 00971-4-339 9828; 
Doha, 00974-4-450 7345; Manama, 
00973-1-717 9521; Kuwait City, 00965-2-
259 7769; Jeddah, 00966-12-215 0496; 
Riyadh, 00966-11-207 8075
Bobbi Brown at Harvey Nichols: Dubai, 
00971-4-409 8888; Kuwait City, 00965-2-
228 3008; Riyadh, 00966-11-273 4444
Bottega Veneta Abu Dhabi, 00971-2-676 
6707; Dubai, 00971-4-325 3981; Doha, 
00974-4-450 7354; Manama, 00973-
1-332 0000; Kuwait City, 00965-2-530 
9666; Riyadh, 00966-11-211 2341 
Chanel at Harvey Nichols: Dubai, 00971-
4-409 8888; Kuwait City, 00965-2-228 
3008; Riyadh, 00966-11-273 4444
Clarins at Harvey Nichols: Dubai, 00971-
4-409 8888; Kuwait City, 00965-2-228 
3008; Riyadh, 00966-11-273 4444
Dior at Harvey Nichols: Dubai, 00971-
4-409 8888; Kuwait City, 00965-2-228 
3008; Riyadh, 00966-11-273 4444
Eve Lom evelom.com
Sisley Paris at Paris Gallery: Abu Dhabi, 
00971-2-681 6662; Dubai, 00971-4-330 
8289; Manama, 00973-1-717 8582

MISCELLANEOUS
Rhodia at Exaclair: exaclair.com

Fragrances on display at 
Twisted Lily, New York
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A look at what caught our eye this month, from statement jewellery to exotic escapes
Most wanted

 PRECIOUS JEWELS 
The statement pieces from Van Cleef & Arpels’ Thirties-inspired 
Bouton d’Or collection will dress up any outfit taking your look from 
a day of gallery-hopping to a sophisticated evening soirée. Choose 
from two sets of five hand-polished feminine pieces in pink and 
yellow gold. Featuring bold designs in gold, mother-of-pearl or hard 
stone, each piece is decorated with a middle diamond and set with 
colourful stones, with necklaces that hug the neckline, simple or 
double bracelets, earrings draped with sparkling motifs and three-
dimensional rings.
00971-4-339 8001, vancleefarpels.com

 CELEBRATE IN STYLE 
Whether you’re celebrating a big birthday, anniversary or other 
special occasion, Abercrombie & Kent’s Celebration Travel packages 
ensure a memorable time. From a girlie city break to Marrakech to 
a romantic tour of the Golden Triangle in India or grape tasting in 
Tuscany, you can escape effortlessly with a tailor-made trip.
00971-2-245 8100, abercrombiekent.co.uk

 URBAN RETREAT 
Enjoy some “me” time in a lush, secluded setting with Per Aquum 
Desert Palm’s Me spa packages. Escape busy Dubai city life with 
a wide range of treatments at the exclusive LIME Spa. The stress-
busting Revitalise Me includes a body massage and foot scrub, 
while the Romance Me package includes an Éminence facial or 
massage, foot scrub and sparkling bubbles, plus lunch for two at 
Epicure, the brasserie-style poolside restaurant. Spend the rest 
of the day lounging in the hotel’s infinity pool and reading a 
magazine in a private cabana.
00971-4-602 9311, peraquum.com

 HIGH-FLYER 
Looking to escape to an exotic Thai paradise? Thai Airways flies daily 
from Dubai to Bangkok with smooth connections to the country’s 
beautiful beach resorts, hillside towns and urban cities. The award-
winning airline offers warm, Thai-inspired service and local cuisine on 
all of its flights. Enjoy spacious legroom and wide seats in Economy 
and private lounge-office-bed spaces and unique culinary offerings 
in the Royal Silk Business Class. New weekly direct flights from 
Muscat, Oman, begin this July and guests can also connect to cities 
around the world as Thai Airways flies to 140 destinations.
thaiairways.com
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MOST WANTED

 STAY CONNECTED  
London’s Montcalm Hotels have introduced a complimentary Handy 
smartphone service for guests at its five properties in the vibrant 
capital city. Stay connected with family and friends with free local 
and international calls to select countries, plus 3G data to access the 
internet. Explore London with ease using the Handy device’s online 
maps, food and drink guides, essential hotel and booking information 
and useful sightseeing tips. For security, all personal information and 
browsing history is cleared from the smartphones at the time of the 
guest’s check-out.
themontcalm.com

 FUTURISTIC SHOPPING 
Holiday packing is made easy with the virtual shopping experience 
at The Galleria on Al Maryah Island, Abu Dhabi. The innovative Virtual 
Style Pod – using 3D body-mapping technology – gives shoppers 
a 360-degree-view of outfits and the ability to mix and match 
garments. Featuring life-sized mirrors, the augmented reality tool 
allows you to virtually sample the latest trends, before shopping from 
the spring/s ummer collections ready for your next getaway. 
00971-2-616 6999, thegalleria.ae

 STATEMENT JEWELLERY 
Embrace your free-spirited side with Piaget’s new Possession 
jewellery collection. The expertly handcrafted pieces are designed for 
urbanites who enjoy exploring the world while looking stylish. Two 
pink gold rings decorated with diamonds add charm to any outfit 
when worn together. Team a pink or white gold bangle bracelet with 
its matching elegant, rounded rings for an added edge to a casual 
day look. Stack the iconic rings, bracelets or pendants in pink and 
white gold pieces for a fun twist. 
piaget.com

 TASTE OF GERMANY 
Breakfast lovers can add a new German dine-in bakery to their 
list with Steigenberger Hotel Business Bay’s Brothaus Bakery. 
The contemporary restaurant serves German fare and a wide range 
of healthy dishes. Catch up with family or friends in an al fresco 
setting on the restaurant’s spacious terrace over healthy breakfast 
options like the Brothaus’ millionaire muesli, a homemade açai 
muesli with walnuts, Brazil nuts, goji berries, chestnut honey and 
organic dark chocolate. Or start your day with a super detox 
green juice or soy protein shake. Gluten and dairy-free options 
include the frittata and hummus wrap. 
00971-4-369 0000, steigenberger.com
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 USA AMANGIRI, CANYON POINT, UTAH

Room with a view

F
ade in: Our scene opens at Utah’s Amangiri, hidden among 
the sandstone cliffs in a landscape plucked from a John Ford 
fantasy. Relaxing in one of these low-slung loungers, you 

can easily imagine a long tracking shot across the mesas and the 
sagebrush-dotted terrain of the American south-west (the view is 
equally striking from your suite’s king-size platform bed). Amangiri’s 
bedrooms are spare, but each has a wall of windows that opens up 
completely to the desert landscape. Mesa View suites are closest 
to the rock formations. Geologists here will guide you on treks over 

MESA VIEW SUITE 18
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the surrounding grounds, which are laced with petroglyphs and 
slot canyons. You could head two and a half hours east or west
– to Monument Valley or the Grand Canyon, respectively – for 
more of America’s iconic geology, not to say mythology. But 
with a close-up view like this one from your own private digs, 
why go anywhere else?

Doubles from AED 8,500; Mesa View Suite from AED 9,400; 
001-435-675 3999, aman.com

Lake Powell is a short drive to the north-
east, beyond these mesas. Monument 

Valley, the filming location for 
John Ford’s The Searchers and other 

classic Westerns, is further east
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HAWTHORN SUITES BY WYNDHAM® JBR

hsdubai.com

BREATHE MORE

worry less

sofa cum bed sofa cum bed
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