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THE BEST OF
BAITCASTING

CURADO K 200 (6.2:1)
CURADO K 201 (6.2:1)
CURADO K 200 HG (7.4:1)
CURADO K 200 XG (8.5:1)

From freshwater to salt, anglers depend on Power Pro to provide a fish-catching edge over standard monofilament and other super braids. 
The use of exclusive Enhanced Body Technology provides a rounder, smoother, slicker and structurally superior ultra-strong braided line that 
improves casting, trolling, jigging, even game fishing. Power Pro provides specific benefits to almost every fishing situation, and opens the 
door to other angling opportunities. There is so much more to Power Pro than just thin, strong braid for conventional fishing; get hooked on 
the Power Pro advantage and take your fishing to the next level.
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CHRONARCH G 150 (6.2:1)
CHRONARCH G HG 150 (7.1:1)
CHRONARCH G HG 151 (7.1:1)

STILE 100 PG (5.8:1)
STILE 100 HG (7.0:1)

STILE SS 150 PG (5.5:1)
STILE SS 150 HG (7.2:1)
STILE SS 151 PG (5.5:1)

ENGETSU 100 PG (5.8:1)

ENGETSU 100 HG (7.8:1)

Squidgies has teamed up with Shimano, to develop the next generation in soft baits “Squidgies Bio Tough”. Combining “Dura Stretch” toughness technology 
with our new “Synthetic Bioplastic” we have been able to merge superior strength and durability with at least 50% Biodegradability. Shimano “Squidgies Bio 

Tough” integrates these new features with our existing UV treatment to further enhance lure presence and ensure your plastics now last longer. 

MADE IN JAPAN DEVELOPED FOR AUSTRALIA
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In today’s world everybody wants things to happen FAST. Fish are no different – 

 they want it and they want it now. The Halco Max 190 gives them exactly that –  

a lure that can be cast or trolled at better than 15 knots – now that’s FAST!

Combining outstanding speed capability, double thickness sidewalls for ultimate strength, 

Mustad 7/0 inline singles for superior hook setting and Halco’s ultra strong fish rings,  

the fish will find it impossible not to take a bite.

Pick up a Max 190 FAST. You’ll be glad you did.

It’s fast food for fish.

www.halcotackle.com.au
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The all new Slammer III is here! Featuring a 

full metal body and rotor, IPX6 sealed gear 

box and spool design, a full Brass CNC Gear 

system, and a smooth yet powerful Dura 

Drag System. The Slammer III is better than 

anything before it.

Our proprietary Dura Drag material allows us to 

reach drag pressures of up 30kg in larger sizes. 

Sealed from heavy seas and spray, 

protecting key internal parts.

The Slammer III CNC Gearing is machined from premium 

brass which provides a durable yet smooth gear train.  

Field tested with Spiderwire 

Stealth Bluewater Camo Braid.
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THE CYCLING 
CLASSIC FOR SA

EARLY BIRD OFFER

* Limited to 200 riders

FREE JERSEY
Receive a premium 

Cinettica event jersey* 
(valued at $125.00)MAXI $180

CHALLENGE $145

20% 

OFF
ENTRY 

FEES

WITH THANKS TO OUR PARTNERS
STRATEGIC PARTNERS

SUPPORTING PARTNERS

LOCAL PARTNERS TRAINING PARTNERMEDIA PARTNERS

AN EVENT BOUGHT TO YOU BY

REGISTER NOW AT WWW.CLARECLASSIC.COM.AU



The SubLayer Armour Process Reinforces High Strength 
Fibers For Exceptional Durability & Hoop Strength.

abugarcia-fishing.com.au

Our most renowned rod series now with increased comfort and improved weight and balance. 
The all new Veritas combines a 30 ton construction with SubLayer Armor™ for uncompromising 
strength and sensitivity in a lightweight, balanced design. 
Fuji components feature throughout the Veritas range. Fuji KR guides with Alconite inserts and 
lightweight Fuji reel seats.  The balanced design is completed with a hyper tactile Ultralon EVA 
grip system for improved ergonomics and overall sensitivity.

THE NEXT LEVEL OF 
STRENGTH AND SENSITIVITY

BAITCAST
591M 4-7kg Baitcast
601H 5-10kg Baitcast
621ML 3-6kg Baitcast
661M 5-8kg Baitcast
791XH 10-25kg Swimbait

SPIN
601H 6-10kg Spin
631ML 3-6kg Spin
541L 2-4kg Spin
662UL 1-3kg Spin
681M 4-8kg Spin
6103L 2-4kg Spin
682ML 3-7kg Spin
722UL 1-3kg Spin
731M 4-8kg Spin

SPIN 
702M 4-8kg Spin
702L 2-4kg Spin
722H 6-10kg Spin
721H 6-10kg Spin
701XH 8-15kg Spin
731L 2-4kg Spin
742ML 3-5kg Spin
922H 6-10kg Spin
VRT3-SF 1002H 10-15KG

JIGGING
631LJ PE1-3/80 Jigging spin
651J PE2-4/120 Jigging spin
621J PE3-5/230 Jigging spin
631J PE2-4/150 Jigging overhead
621J PE3-5/230 Jigging overhead
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Most of us grew up fishing with bait. 
As a youngster, heading out with a 
packet of frozen prawns or freshly 

dug-up worms was the key to success. Things were 
simple then; the size and species of fish didn’t 
matter. All that mattered was we were having fun 
and catching fish. Unbeknown to me at the time, 
days spent on the water learning the fundamentals 
of fishing would prove invaluable in later years.

Most of us moved on from that stinky frozen 
servo bait. The appeal of lures and high tech 
gadgetry was too much of a temptation. Fishing 
became more focused and of course the fun 
continued. My personal journey included an 
obsession chasing natives on lures, saltwater fly 
fishing and an urge to catch anything from trout 
to saltwater game fish. 

I’m sure it’s a familiar story. However, while 
progression in any sport is important, sometimes 
it’s easy to forget the basics. 

Every now and again it pays to revisit the early 
days and get back to basics. I’m lucky with young 
kids to experience this back-to-basics approach to 
fishing. Hopefully they’ll enjoy it as much as I did!

Of course, while this grass roots fishing is all 
about simplicity and I refer to bait fishing as 
“basic”, it doesn’t have to be. Bait fishing is still 
such a massively popular and productive method 
to fish. It can easily be as complex as using 
artificials and requires great skill to master. 

On that note, inside this edition Jamie 
Crawford demonstrates how to effectively target 
kingfish on bait. It’s a great story about a species 
of fish that loves lures, yet at most times, can’t 
resist the temptation of a well-presented live or 
dead bait. 

Learning these skills will make you a better 
angler. Leaping ahead too fast and bypassing the 
fundamentals of fishing, or forgetting the big 
picture, will hinder your ability to become a better 
all-round angler. The best fishos I know all 
understand the basics. 

GONE FISHING DAY

We can’t talk about grass roots fishing without 
mentioning Gone Fishing Day. This year’s event 
will be held on Sunday October 15. It’s the second 
year for this national event, which last year saw 
thousands of dedicated fishos hit the water and 
enjoy a day doing what we love. Better yet, it put 
rec fishing fair and square in the public eye and 
created a positive buzz around our sport. 
Politicians, local, state and federal, all took notice 
and overall it was a great initiative. 

Let’s hope this year’s event is just as popular 
and it continues to grow into the future.

See you out there!

Scott Thomas
Editor – Fishing World

Understanding the 
basics helps make you 

a better all-rounder.

TAKING THE BAIT
By Scott Thomas

9    fishingworld.com.au | November 2017EDITORIAL



10    fishingworld.com.au | November 2017COVER STORY: KINGS ON BAIT

What’s not to like 
about kingfish. 
They fight hard 
and look great.



Sometimes leaving the lures at 
home and using bait is an effective 
technique which can't be ignored. 

THE 
KING OF 

BAIT
By Jamie Crawford
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T
ARGETING kings on topwater lures or 
jigging is certainly in vogue at the 
moment, and it’s understandable why. 
Catching kings on lures is a blast! But 

sometimes lures aren’t the most effective 
means of triggering a kingfish bite. This 
species will often play hard-ball and what 
worked well on one day can – and often does 
– draw a blank on another.

A good mate and myself recently did a run 
out to a cluster of islands near our hometown, 
and we opted to leave the bait behind and just 
pack a swag of lures. We had good weather on 
the day, and once we arrived at our chosen 
location there were about a dozen other boats 
working the same area.

We ran a selection of diving hard body lures 
along the foaming edge of the islands and 
around some bommies. We micro-jigged 
around some shallow water lumps and did some 
heavy jigging out wide over a couple of deeper 
reefs. Apart from a lone southern bluefin that 
crashed a diver along the backside of the main 
island, we drew a blank. We didn’t even see any 
signs of kingfish that day. With the boat traffic, 
it was obvious the fish were wary. 

Back on shore we heard one of the boats did 
well… with bait. Now I’m not one of those 
purists who will only chase fish on lures; I’m 
happy to use whatever method is working at 
the time. When the next window of weather 
rolled around, we were back out there. We had 
an early start and caught 10 live baits before 
the sun came up, and we were at the islands 
shortly after run rise.

We picked a likely location in the lee of one 
of the islands and dropped the anchor in 
around 25m of water. I bought a 10kg block of 
pillies from a local sardine factory, which 
allowed us to start a slow berley trail from the 
back of the boat, as well as dropping a berley 
pot mid water. Within half an hour we had a 
school of kings in the trail, and they were 
good fish too. My mate and I carefully rigged 
a livie and drifted the kicking fish down the Admiring a kingfish before release.
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“This may not happen on every outing or at every 
location, but it’s certainly worth trying, especially if 
the fish aren’t focussed on taking lures or livies.”
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trail… for absolutely nothing. We couldn’t 
believe it, two perfect live baits in front of 10 
kings without so much as a sniff.

We decided to set the live baits at differing 
depths – mine close to the bottom and my 
mates in mid-water. The livies sat there… and 
sat there. In the meantime, some big silver 
trevally had arrived in the berley trail, so to 
pass the time I f licked out a half pilchard on a 
lighter outfit on a single 6/0 hook, and started 
catching a few trevally for fun.

My half pillie managed to f loat underneath 
the trevs on one occasion, and got smashed. 
Using a 20lb outfit that I normally use for 
snapper, the fish ripped a heap of line before 
slugging it out underneath the boat. It was a 
great fight, and eventually a 110cm king hit 
the surface. Sweet.

My mate James quickly rigged a single hook 
and f licked a pillie out the back as well. He 
was rewarded with a hook up within minutes, 
all the while our live baits sat untouched. We 
managed to land some nice fish over the next 
couple of trips while f loating dead baits down 
the berley trail – something we hadn’t done on 
previous trips.

UNWEIGHTED DEAD BAITS
The kings we caught over those couple of 
sessions were tuned in to feeding on small 
baits drifted down the berley trail. This may 
not happen on every outing or at every 
location, but it’s certainly worth trying, 
especially if the fish aren’t focussed on taking 
lures or livies.

Establishing a berley trail was the biggest 
factor here, and we used about 10kg of pillies 
on each of the trips. These pillies needn’t be 
good quality; if anything the second grade 
product is more effective in breaking up and 
creating an oily trail.

Once the trail is established, try f loating 
baits as naturally as possible alongside 
similar-sized pieces of berley. Other fish such 
as silver trevally, salmon and even tuna will 
often feed in the same trail. The ensuing 
feeding competition isn’t a bad thing provided 
you can still get baits underneath these fish 
and to the kings below. We also picked up a 
Samson fish on the f loating pillie on one of 
our trips, adding variety to the catch.

Because we are fishing unweighted, we have 
been concentrating on areas of minimal current 
and tidal f low, so we can drift our baits 
together with the berley as naturally as possible. 
This has meant focussing on the lee shores of 
islands and on the inside of headlands which 
offer protection from the elements. 

This style of fishing is also effective around 
reefs and bommies in open water around the 
turn of the tide once the main f low has 
slowed. Water in the 20 to 30m depth can be 
effectively fished with unweighted baits, but 
we found with water any deeper it became 
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ABOVE: Live squid rigged on 
twin hooks.

TOP: James Longbottom 
leaning into a good fish.

OPPOSITE: This brightly 
coloured king took a half 
pilchard floated down the 
berley trail.

challenging to deliver unweighted baits into 
the feeding zone. 

This is also where a quality sounder is worth 
its weight in gold, and spending a bit of time 
sounding an area and looking for signs of fish 
and bait will certainly fast track your success. 
Getting to know your sounder and being able 
to interpret the reading is vitally important, 
especially in deeper water. I run a Simrad NSS 
on my boat and can’t rate the unit high enough.

As for tackle, outfits in the 6–10kg range 
have proven perfect for this style of fishing, 
but mind you most of our fish are in the 90 to 
110cm range and are quite manageable on this 
tackle. Hooking a big guy will inevitably have 
a different outcome. I have been running 20lb 
braid as my mainline on 50lb leader, and this 



has been working well so far. A single 
chem-sharp offset hook in the 6/0 to 8/0 size 
range is idea for these fish. 

FISHING LIVE BAITS
Although we have just detailed the 
effectiveness of fishing with dead baits in 
certain situations, there is still a place for 
fishing live baits around these offshore islands 
and reefs, and that’s for targeting the bigger 
fish. A well-rigged livie is still the number one 
bait for +20kg kings in our local waters, and 
I’d say the vast majority of big fish we’ve 
caught have been on livies.

When fishing with live baits we are fishing 
the same locations as detailed above but we are 
focusing on dawn / dusk and into the dark of 
night for these big kings. We don’t berley to 
the same degree as we do when fishing 
unweighted baits, but a trickle of berley will 
still make a difference.

There is a wide selection of baits that can 
effectively be used for kings, including live slimy 
mackerel, yellowtail scad, salmon trout, garfish, 

mullet, herring, silver trevally, and of course 
squid. Of the above baits, live mackerel, salmon 
trout and squid are, in my opinion, the number 
one baits. It’s worth the extra effort to secure 
some good livies at the beginning of the day, as 
kings are notorious for their fickle feeding 
habits, and you want to give them a few options.

It’s worthwhile knowing some good inshore 
bait grounds to source your 
livies at the start of the day, as 
most of the deeper reefs and 
offshore islands are patchy for 
sourcing smaller live baits. It 
can be a long way out to 
find-out you can’t catch livies. 

We fish our live baits down 
deep; normally setting the 
baits in the bottom 5m of 
water. In some locations this 
means downrigging, especially 
if drift fishing or slowly 
motoring around a headland 
or island. More often than not 
though, we’ll anchor in a 
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LEFT: Even the occasional samson fish will take a 
dead bait drifted down the berley trail.

BELOW: Even small kings will take dead baits. 

likely location and set some stationary live 
baits. When fishing livies, having two baits set 
down deep is ample; any more can create chaos 
if the boat is swinging at anchor, or when you 
get a hook up. 

While at anchor, we normally run a sliding 
sinker above our trace line with around 90 – 
100cm of 100 to 120lb mono running from a 
ball bearing swivel to our hook(s). The running 
sinker isn’t utilised so a fish can pick up the bait 
unhindered (we run our baits off the bottom 
anyway), it’s so the live bait sits naturally and 
doesn’t twist around the sinker or mainline.

Whether you run with one or two hooks 
depends on the size of the bait you're using. 
When rigging live squid we will generally run 
two hooks (around 10cm apart depending on 
the size of the squid), but for live fish we will 
run a single hook most times. Heavy gauge 
offset live bait hooks in the 9/0 to 10/0 size 
range are preferred. These may sound like an 
overkill, but trust me they’re not.

As for tackle, we run relatively heavy gear 
just to make sure we can turn the bigger kings 
before they reach the edge of a bommie or run 
over a ledge. Whether threadline or overhead 
is personal preference, both will do the job 
fine. As a starting size I would recommend a 
10,000 size reel, a PE4 or 5 rod and 50lb braid 
for targeting big kings on livies, and even 
going up to an 80lb or 100lb outfit if fishing 
around unforgiving territory. Remember the 
harder you lean into a good king, the harder 
the fish will run in return.

Fishing with baits may not seem as cutting-
edge as running lures, but in some areas it can 
make the difference between landing a couple 
of fish or going home empty handed. It takes a 
bit more preparation to fish with baits, but it’s 
worth the effort when that first golden-tailed 
fish hits the surface. ●



So for a truly unbeatable deal, see your  
participating Mercury dealer today.

See website for full program terms & conditions.

www.mercurymarine.com.au

LOW FINANCE DEALS AVAILABLE
HURRY OFFER ENDS NOVEMBER 20TH 2017

SAVE 
UP TO
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FOURSTROKE RANGE

$1950

FOURSTROKE  
DEALS

INCLUDES  FREE VESSELVIEW MOBILE  ON 40 – 150HP



FISH FACTS:
PAINTED SWEETLIP 

Fishos targeting snapper and other reef fish 
in the north half of the country, after hooking 
up a good sized fish, can be forgiven for being 
a little disappointed when that much expected 
red materialises as a pale gray colour and 
turns into a good sized painted sweetlip 
(Diagramma pictum)... 

● By Dr Ben Diggles

ENVIRONMENT:
MORE THAN SCIENCE
Sitting in a pub in Annascaul recently 
recovering following the second leg of a trek 
around part of Ireland’s Wild Atlantic Way. 
Got talking with Ray, a local tradie, who 
told us that his dad and grand-dad had both 
been fishermen in the port town of Dingle, 
our following day’s destination...

● By John Newbery
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ONLINE THIS MONTH

HISTORIC NATIVE TITLE WIN OVER OCEAN
HISTORY has been made on the New South Wales north coast with the granting of a 
native title claim over the ocean.

According to an article on the ABC website, the Yaegl people of the lower Clarence first 
started native title proceedings more than 20 years ago and two years ago the land was granted 
but now, for the first time in NSW, their rights to a stretch of sea have also been recognised.

The claim involves more than 90 kilometres of coastline between Woody Head and 
Wooli and extends 200 metres out to sea.

The decision means native title holders cannot be prohibited or restricted from carrying 
out fishing for personal, non-commercial needs.

It does not affect commercial fishing operations or public access to beaches.
Claimant spokesperson and Yaegl man Billy Walker said the granting of native title means 

freedom and independence for the Yaegl people.
“The Yaegl people can proudly say I’m going to go fishing, I’m going to go worming. I’m 

going to go and get pippies,” he said.
NTS Corp, the native title provider in NSW, said the Yaegl people will continue to 

self-regulate their fishing to ensure the sustainability of the fisheries as they have for 
thousands of years. ●

GONE FISHING DAY
GONE Fishing Day returns this year 
on Sunday October 15.

Gone Fishing Day is an annual initive 
aimed at growing participation in 
fishing by getting people on the water 
and promoting the sport of rec fishing. 
The Australian Recreational Fishing 
Foundation (ARFF) is behind the day 
and has organised a number of 
family-orientated events across Australia.

The annual event is also a good 
opportunity to show political leaders 
how important rec fishing is to 
Australia. And best of all, it’s a great 
excuse to put other commitments aside 
and simply go fishing. ●

More info at gonefishingday.org. ABOVE: Senator Anne Ruston at last 
year’s Gone Fishing Day in Sydney.
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Fishing World and Berkley announces a new competition. To be in the draw, simply head 
over to our Facebook page and enter our Berkley Fireline Photo of the Month competition. 
Winners will be announced on Facebook and in print each month. Good luck!WIN!

MORETON BAY  
“NO TAKE” STUDY
A University of Sunshine Coast study has found that fish 
numbers of popular species such as bream, whiting and 
mullet in six protected “no take” areas in the Moreton 
Bay Marine Park were less than in 16 other areas where 
fishing is allowed. It suggests that the areas are too 
shallow and are poorly connected to main channels or the 
open sea. Queensland Parks and Wildlife Service plans to 
review the Park’s zoning plan in 2019 and will use this 
study as one if its inputs.

● By John Newbery

NATIVE FISH FORUM 2017 
The Native Fish Forum 2017 provided a forum for dialogue between 
scientists, Government and recreational fishers.

Over 200 people came together in Canberra on 23-24 August 2017 to 
talk about all things native fish in the Murray-Darling Basin. The MDBA 
and NSW Department of Primary Industries (Fisheries) co-organised this 
free event with support from a number of sponsors and supporters.

The theme of the forum was Fish, Flows, Habitat and Heroes. The forum 
heard from 38 speakers covering a range of topics including the latest native 
fish research, rec fishing perspectives, the importance of cultural flows and 
the challenges of turning science into policy and management. The full 
book of abstracts is available in the Document Library. ●bobobobookokokok oooff f abbababststststrarar ctctctctc ss isiss aaaaavavvvavaaililili abablelelele iiiinnn n n ththththeeee e DDoDoDDocucuuumemmmemementtnttntnt LLLLibibibbibrararararyryryrryy... ●●

BASS RECAPTURED AFTER 
NEARLY 25 YEARS
A bass in Lake Somerset in Queensland has been out for 24.7 years

IF you were born after the 17th of December 1992, this fish was 
originally caught and tagged before you were born!

This bass in Lake Somerset, Queensland, has been out for 24.7 years 
and breaks the Suntag record for the longest time between captures.

Interestingly, the fish is an incredibly slow grower being 360mm 
when tagged and just 460mm when recaptured on the 27th of August 
this year. That’s just 100mm growth in 9,019 days.

Check out the good condition of the tag after being in the water 
for all that time. Good reason for us to use Hallprint tags, 
according to Sunfish. ●
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SHALLOW SURF
THE DAM Costa surfcasting reel is designed for fishos who appreciate a 
shallow spool for relatively thin lines and effective casting.

The reel is equipped with seven double sealed, Japanese ball bearings 
and one anti-reverse needle bearing, it has an ABS-graphite body and 
rotor, AVS rotor, WormShaft oscillation system, long cast aluminium 
spool, thick stainless steel main shaft, machine cut screw-in left/right 
handle, and multi-disc front drag. 

The gear ratio is 4.3:1 and the spool can hold 390m of 0.30mm mono line.
More info at adoretackle.com.

Fisho highlights the 
latest tackle, gear and 

accessories.
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MANTIS SHRIMP COLOURS
THE Berkley Gulp Mantis Shrimp was 
created and designed to look like a 
shrimp. It has a slender body, feelers at 
the front, and tiny legs that wriggle in 
the current or when moved. 

This life like Mantis Shrimp can be 
rigged and fished with any technique 
you choose. Fish them on the bottom 
with short sharp jerks to imitate a 
fleeing prawn, weedless for fishing 
structure, unweighted over sand flats 
and weed beds.

The Mantis Shrimp comes in six 
natural and high vis colours: Natural, 
New Penny, Pearl White, Molting, Pearl 
White Chartreuse, Glow.

RRP $13.99.
More info at Berkley-fishing.com.au.

PRECIOUS JEWEL 
SHIMANO’S Jewel range is back with 13 
purpose built models for Australian 
saltwater and freshwater applications. 

Built on a T45 blank and fitted with Fuji k 
Alconite guides and TVS reel seat, the 
Jewel represents high end construction 
and great value.

The construction of the T45 blank sets 
the Jewel apart from traditional graphite 
construction, where a graphite tape is 
linear rolled at 45 degrees and is then 
reinforced by two opposing angled premium 
graphite sheets, creating a light yet 
extremely strong blank. 

Each rod within the Jewel range has 
been designed and handpicked with a 
target species in mind. There is a swimbait 
model for Murray cod, top water and jigging 
models for pelagic species, along with spin 
models for snapper right through to finesse 
bream.
More info at shimanofish.com.au.
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EXCLUSIVE TO

The next generation of 
lure innovation is coming.



QUANTUM AFFINITY
WITH 11 bearings (10+1 Clutch), ACSTM externally-adjustable cast 
control, BrassPT main gear and drive shaft and a continuous 
Anti-Reverse clutch, the Quantum Affinity delivers on features.

The Affinity is constructed from a durable one-piece aluminium 
frame and equipped with a lightweight machined skeletal spool and 
soft-touch EVA handle knobs. 

The massive 18lbs of drag lets anglers crank up the pressure on 
aggressive fish lurking around heavy structure and will stop the 
biggest barra, mangrove jack, Murray cod, bass or sooty grunter in 
their tracks.

The Quantum Affinity is available in size 100HPT with right hand 
retrieve, a swift gear ratio of 7.0:1 and a line capacity of 170yd/30lb.
More info at quantumfishing.com.au.

THREE TIMES A CHARM
VERITAS 3.0 rods combine a 30 ton construction with SubLayer Armor for uncompromising strength 
and sensitivity. The SubLayer Armor Process reinforces carbon fibre for durability and hoop 
strength while maintaining a lightweight and balanced feel.  

Veritas 3.0 blanks are fitted with quality Fuji components throughout the range. Fuji KR guides 
with Alconite inserts combine with lightweight graphite Fuji reel seats for balance and quality. 
Fuji KL guides with Alconite inserts feature on light jigging models.

The Veritas 3.0 balanced design is completed with a hyper tactile Ultralon EVA grip system for 
improved ergonomics and overall sensitivity.

With 28 models in the line up the Veritas series caters to anglers of all styles and techniques. 
There are five baitcast models, 17 spin models, and six jigging rods across a range of sizes.
RRP from $149.

More info at abugarcia-fishing.com.au.

FROM THE SHADOWS 
RAPALA’S Shadow Rap range of minnows and jerkbaits has been 
catching fish all over the globe since their initial release. Now in 
2017, the Shadow Rap is getting an Australian upgrade. No other 
fishery demands more of its equipment than ours, and anglers 
fishing for iconic species like barra demand a lure that can be fished 
straight out of the packet with no upgrades needed.

The new Rapala Shadow Rap 3X and Shadow Rap Shad 3X take 
the same unmistakeable Shadow Rap action and dial it up a notch 
with upgraded VMC Coastal Black 3X strong 7556 Spark Point 
trebles and upgraded split rings. Available in both the 110mm 
Shadow Rap 3X in both deep and shallow bibs, and also the smaller 
90mm Shadow Rap Shad 3X in both depth varieties, the new Rapala 
Shadow Rap 3X range will further strengthen the company’s 
long-standing reputation for building some of the best barramundi 
lures available. Available in eight colours.
More info at rapala.com.au. 

HADOWS 
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SAVKING001

After nearly 120 years of building Aussie fishing boats, we’ve created the ultimate off shore
fishing machine: The Savage 615 Blue Water. It’s an affordable boat you can option up to suit
your needs. The base comes with 5mm bottomsides, 3mm topsides, and a 160 litre fuel tank as
standard – with the ultra lift hull, hydraulic steering and 200hp rating, the Bluewater is a breeze
to drive: getting you out and back, safe and sound. But it’s the options you’ll love – the live bait
tank/cutting board combo, the underfloor kill tank, the drum winch, and an aluminium rocket
launcher for even more rod storage – it’s the ultimate offshore fishing machine you can afford.
Talk to your closest Savage dealer now. 

Fish like a king

Find your nearest dealer at
savageboats.com.au

NENEW W RERELELEL ASASEE 
SaSavavagege 66615151 BBluluewewataterer
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ZEREK FLAT SHAD PRO 
TAKING in the design features of the original Flat 
Shad, the Flat Shad Pro comes with a series of 
new innovations.

At the heart of the new Flat Shad Pro lures is a 
softer TPE material. This softer material allows the 
lure to swim at slower speeds, allows lighter weight  
jigheads to be used and still retain the same strength 
and resistance to damage via stretching. 

The weedless worm hook that comes with the 
lures has also been tinkered with. Firstly it has been 
constructed with a lit tle less weight as the softer 
material does not need as much weight to get the 
lure drifting through the water column attractively. 
There’s also a stinger attachment loop moulded into 
the hook’s lead belly weight - prefect for attaching 
a belly stinger hook or tying a longer assist style 
hook to. Smart anglers are also attaching a small 
spinnerbait blade to this attachment to provide 
extra flash. 

Five new colours will be released to give anglers 
plenty of options. Available in the 7”, 5”, 4.5” and 3.5” 
versions, the Flat Shad Pro make an already 
unbelievably successful lure even more so. 
More info at wilsonfishing.com.
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BEAST OF A ROD!
BONE’S Combat Beast 4-piece travel rod takes all 
the design features of the series and places them 
into the hands of travelling anglers. 

Crafted using high performance Toray carbon 
material, the blanks have a fast taper that allows for 
a solid hook set and a high back bone that allows 
the angler to turn the heads of powerful fish. 

A 4-axis carbon slit cross wrapping eliminates 
blank twist and reinforces the overall structural 
stability giving these rods great strength and 
performance in the field. 

The rods are fitted with high quality Fuji 
components including Fuji K-SIC guides.
More info at wilsonfishing.com

ZEREK FLAT SHAD PRO 
TAKING in the design features of the original Flat 
Shad, the Flat Shad Pro comes with a series of
new innovations.

At the heart of the new Flat Shad Pro lures is a 

TRICK SHOTZ
ZMan’s 3.5” and 4.2” Trick ShotZ are a realistic baitfish profile with a heavily 
ribbed underside for creating water movement and holding scent. The Trick 
ShotZ feature a unique, heavily textured, spade-shaped tail that creates glide, 
flick and a seductive action, even with minimal movement. Combine this with 
the buoyancy of ZMan’s 10X Tough ElaZtech material and this bulkier tail stands 

up in the face of the fish, creating a strike attractant that is close to the 
hook point.

The Trick ShotZ smaller 3.5” model will appeal to everything from 
bream, flathead and bass to inshore snapper, while the larger 4.2” version 

is sure to become a favourite for snapper, mulloway, barra and more.
Available in six colours / 3.5” (6 per pack) and 4.2” (5 per pack) / SRP: $10.95.

More info at z-man.com.au. 
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THE ULTIMATE SOFT PLASTIC.... 
NOW AVAILABLE IN 4 DEADLY NEW MODELS!

ZMan’s new Creature Bait 
features antennae and feelers 
for added action and attraction, 
ribs to add texture and water 
movement, and a buoyant ‘feelers 
up’ action that sees the TRD HogZ 
come to life in the water.

3” TRD HOGZ

BOOF! That’s just the sound of the 
new 2.75” Finesse FrogZ being 
inhaled by a bass, barramundi, 
mangrove jack or other surface 
feeding predator. A lively paddle foot 
action creates a noise and a bubble trail on 

and get those feet working to draw a brutal strike!

2.75” 
FINESSE FROGZ

ot
trail on ail onn

body keels the Trick ShotZ for effective weedless rigging and the ribbed body adds a 
realistic feel and water movement to attract predators and make them hang on longer!

3.5” & 4.2” 
TRICK SHOTZ

&&
K SHOTZ
& 4 2”& 4.2” 

The popular 2.5” Slim SwimZ now has a big brother. Same under hooked tail design, 

3” 
SLIM SWIMZ

Z h bi b h S d h k d il d iiZ now has a big brother Same under hooked tail desiigngn

SUPER-SOFT & FLEXIBLE REALISTIC FEEL - 
KEEPS FISH BITING

BOUYANT - TAIL UP ‘FEEDING POSE’ WHEN AT 
REST AND COME TO LIFE IN THE WATER
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REVIEW
SAMAKI VIBELICIOUS NEW COLOURS AND 
HARDWARE UPGRADE
SINCE this year’s AFTA tackle show I’ve been testing the newly released 
additions to the Samaki Vibelicious and Thumpertail ranges on my home 
waters of Lake Macquarie on the NSW Central Coast. In the space of a 
few weeks the newly released colours of Midori Mullet and UV Squid have 
proven to be highly effective on jewfish, big dusky flathead, big bream, 
tailor, Australian salmon and even a solitary leatherjacket. Both these new 
colours feature fish attracting UV additives, with the UV Squid providing a 
truly realistic imitation of the wonderful cephalopod that is the favoured 
food of so many predatory sportfish species. The Midori Mullet on the 
other hand features a vivid lime chartreuse colour scheme which is a time 
proven fave finish with flathead fanatics, but  works equally well on plenty 
of other species in both salt and freshwater.

Continual improvement is at the forefront of Samaki’s product 
development philosophy and this is reflected in the recent hardware 
upgrades on the 100mm & 125mm Vibelicious and Thumpertail ranges. 
These lures will now come fitted with the industry leading BKK Raptor Z 
trebles and Decoy EX Strong split rings. 

These lures are now armed to cope with everything from PNG black 
bass and XOS barra through to powerful offshore reef species straight 
from the box. I’d suggest you check them out at your local Samaki stockist.  
More info at samaki.com.au.

  By Mark Williams



More room, more features, more stability.
More of everything for a great day on the water... 
all thanks to our revolutionary Apex Hull.

extends to the bow gunnel as does the wide

storage, which lets us build new consoles, casting

thicker and higher topsides and raised the deck,

Expect nothing less 

Apex Hull.
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REVIEW
PELICAN TRAVELER BOTTLE 32OZ AND  
TRAVEL MUG TUMBLER 22OZ
PELICAN Products is renowned for its durable and waterproof protective 
cases. These bullet proof cases are well known amongst hardcore fishos, 
divers and outdoor enthusiasts wanting the best protection for their gear 
during transit or on location in remote and rugged places.

Pelican has now extended its protective range to include a couple of 
high quality, tough and insulated drinkware products; these include the 
Pelican Traveler Bottle and Pelican Traveler Tumbler. I’ve recently been 
using the 32oz (945ml) Pelican Traveler Bottle while fishing in the boat, on 
the kayak and also carried along in my backpack while fishing the rocks 
and trekking up river chasing bass. So far, I’ve been impressed by its 
rugged and compact design; it’s less bulky than traditional insulated 
bottles and very light. But most importantly, it keeps ice-cold water 
ice-cold and hot water hot for the entirety of a day’s fishing.The Pelican 
Traveler Bottle won’t leak a drop despite being bashed around in a kayak or 
bouncing violently in a backpack when in a mad rush to get to the rock ledge 
for an early morning spin.

The Pelican Bottle is made from 18-8 (304) stainless steel, has a non-slip 
powder coated exterior, a non-slip rubber base and has an XL opening and 
tough screw top lid/handle. The Pelican Traveler Bottle looks and feels like it 
will last a lifetime in the harshest of environments which ultimately means less 
plastic bottles that will end up in landfill and in our oceans. 

Fisho editor Scott Thomas has been using the Travel Mug Tumbler in the 

22oz size (650ml). The Tumbler is a travel mug on steroids; built tough and 
featuring a thick insulation and the same powder coating and stainless steel 
construction. Scott reckons the Tumbler keeps coffee warm for far longer than 
conventional travel mugs and thanks the spill-resistant lid, works well in the 
car or boat without spillages. Anyone who loves their coffee in the car or on 
the water should check out both of these products from Pelican.
Check it out online at www.pelicanstore.com.au.
RRP $49.95 (bottle); $39.95 (tumbler)

  By Patrick Linehan

REPELSINSECTS
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JUST GO.

GO SERIES CHART PLOT T ER /  F ISHF INDER

AVAILABLE IN 5, 7, 9, AND 12-INCH DISPLAYS. 
Radar available on GO7, 9 and 12

Bigger, easier, and safer — the new Simrad Go Series allows you 

to maximise your time on the water. A super-bright touchscreen 

makes navigation easy, and with the widest choice of maps, radar 

compatibility, and optional transducer bundles, upgrading to Simrad 

has never been easier or more affordable.

NE W L ARGE 12- INCH DISPL AY

SIMRAD-YACHTING.COM/GO
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CRYSTAL BLUE POWER
TIP ROD CB2-662SPL
Features:
• 2-piece
• 3-6kg Line Weight
• Graphite Composite Blank
• Integrated Solid Tip

• Rod length: 6’6”
• Fuji Cushioned Reel Seat
• Fuji K Guides
• New 2018 Model

VALUED AT

$129

OR

OR

OR

 T

VALUED AT

$89

                    ARDENT 30 REEL
Features:
• 4 + 1 S/S Bearings
• Alloy Spool
• Eva Handle

• New 2018 Model
• Line Capacity: 190m/4kg mono

NEW 2018 
Models!
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 DESTINATIONS: GOLD COAST, QLD

The Gold Coast has excellent year-round 
fishing for a variety of species..
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The Gold Coast offers great fishing all-year-round. 
Mark describes which months are best for certain species.

THE GOLD COAST 
CALENDAR

By Mark Frendin

W
e spend a lot of time trolling the wide 
grounds off the Gold Coast. On slow 
days, the conversation ranges far and 
wide; travel, family, work, current 

affairs and food are typical and it’s fun to apply 
these subjects to the job at hand. After hundreds 
of hours, a little blue water madness has crept 
into these conversations.

Sport and fishing is a rich source of mixed 
metaphors. Days are divided into “sessions” and lures 
are given starting spots or time on the “bench”. Fish 
catchers get “test” level status while duds are often up 
for contract review. New tackle such as a bright orange 
mirror teaser or revolutionary hook arrangement is 
examined at length for “commitment”, putting its 
body on the line and match fitness.

Some lures are named after TV characters or 
other topical events and people. Currently “Ugly 
Betty” (an orange Meridian Ahi), is cleaning up 
the marlin and despite some allegations of “lure 
tampering” is clearly “origin” level. Fish for long 
enough with the same people and you’ll see the 
attraction of this silliness.

Mostly though we discuss fishing. Greeny, 
invariably wedged behind the wheel of Gemma 
3, has roamed the area since before the Seaway 
was constructed back in the olden days. He has 
historically proven views on what species goes 
with each month and what the indicators are 
for good or bad fishing. Refining a catch 

calendar is something he has been practicing 
here for several decades.

Other anglers have their views, too. Two felt that 
bream was the only choice for all 12 months which 
was useless as far as this article goes, while another 
likes jacks for all the warmer months. Still, others 
said they waited to see what was biting then fished 
for that. I don’t think they fully grasped the concept.

The main purpose of this piece is to give you a 
broad timetable for planning purposes or at least 
something useful to argue about next time you’re 
waiting for a bite. If you keep a fishing diary  
and target a few different species over the year 
(not just bream!) you can easily develop your 
own 12 favourites.

Agree or not here are 12 favourites in 12 months…  

JANUARY
The Spanish Mackerel invasion starts as early as 
December and runs until June. The in-shore reefs 
are targeted by hundreds of hopeful anglers using 
everything from trolled dead baits like tailor and 
bonito to high speed spin gear and stick baits. Fish 
range from 4kg runts up to some quality 20kg plus 
specimens. Later toward June bigger fish often show 
up. Hard fighting and great to eat these visitors from 
the north are eagerly anticipated every year.

The smaller mackerels are also likely to run at 
the same time and these include spotted and 
Queensland school mackerel.
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FEBRUARY
Jacks are a “glamour” species pursued by many 
anglers. They’re almost a year-round proposition 
but are much more active when the weather and 
water is hot. Fish are taken from as early as 
September but those who love surface action look 
forward to late summer for the best fishing. Jacks 
in this region grow big and are heavily targeted so 
they are often hard to catch.

Popular methods include lure casting, lure 
trolling and live baiting. Strip baits are also 
effective. Many keen anglers work the canals 
trying each pontoon and bridge until a red flash 
smashes the lure.

Jacks are excellent to eat and yet many are 
released by anglers who have bought into the value 
of releasing these much-loved fish. They happily 
let a 35cm fish go and hope to catch it when it 
reaches 50cm. 

MARCH
As the heat of summer abates the offshore 
grounds can offer a wide range of target species. 
Billfish, tuna and mackerel are all welcome 
while bottom bouncers are gearing up for 
snapper, pearlies and teraglin. In most years, 
wahoo cruise along the coast and hover near 
reefs like the 9 Mile off the Tweed. Lure trollers 
seeking small black marlin can end up having 
their skirts chewed off by razor sharp teeth. You 
specifically target them with high speed lures 
and minnows. They also love a big live bait like 
a tuna.

Wahoo are aggressive, hard pulling and fast. 
They range from smaller specimens of 5kg up to 
howlers in the 25kg category. Big ones pull a lot of 
line and fight well on 10-15kg tackle.

I really enjoy them both on the line and on the 
plate. Interestingly, scrubbing off the fine slime 

with a stiff brush before filleting ensures the flesh 
stays “clean” and ensures there is no tainting from 
slime or tiny scales as you process the trunk.  

APRIL
Blue marlin are year-long targets but autumn is a 
great time to seek them. Wide grounds with hot 
cobalt water running at several knots and 
eddying provide blues with ideal habitat and it is 
a pleasure to be cruising out off the shelf with 
lures bubbling along behind. Look for them in 
water depth between 80 to 1500m.

We fish two up mostly and a ninety-minute 
tussle with a 140kg blue is a good workout while 
those odd days we get two fish leave bruises on 
the thighs and great memories. The strike of a 
blue marlin is spectacular and its first reaction 
on being hooked is often frantic. The fight then 
settles into a battle of wills until the fish is 
tiredly led to the trace and released.

Striped, black marlin and spearfish are also 
available along with by-catch that includes 
dolphinfish, wahoo and tuna.

MAY
Tailor are one species that can be 
caught in a wide variety of 
locations. Beach and rock 
anglers, estuary fishos and 
in-shore boaties can all target 
choppers and the larger fish 
known as “greenbacks”. Many 
still pin a pilchard onto a gang of 
hooks but there are others who 
chase these voracious predators 
with lure and fly.  

Really big tailor are caught off 
the beach at night using flesh baits such as bonito 
or by casting lures into the surf from out the back 
in a carefully positioned boat. These monsters are 
chasing the big sea mullet and fish over five kilos 
are a trophy well worth the effort.

Many love a feed of fresh tailor fillets and look 
forward to the annual run. Bleed and ice fish 
quickly to ensure they stay fresh.

JUNE
The Gold Coast can still produce excellent bottom 
fishing. Keen anglers prepared to go early land some 

superb snapper with some still touching the 10kg 
mark. Float lining with fresh bait or pilchards is a 
deadly method with by-catch including pearl perch, 
bonito, teraglin and assorted reef fish.

A calm early winter morning with a light mist 
rising off the land is a pleasure to be out in and 
snapper fishing is rarely disappointing. In recent 
times, many anglers have put aside heavy rigs and 
employ light but powerful threadline outfits. 
Lures include soft plastics, metal jigs and hard 
body variants. Success is all about good sounder 
skills to position the boat above feeding snapper.

Snapper are excellent food, freeze well and can 
be prepared in a variety of ways.

JULY
When the cold westerlies blow in from central 
Australia luderick provide reliable sport. These 
herbivores are popular amongst the older set of 
anglers but quite a few young guys are waking up 
to the fact that these fish are fun to catch, prolific 
and good to eat. They are available for most of the 
year but traditionally seen as a winter species.

Caught from both boat and bank, blackfish are 
best pursued on light gear using a float. Anglers 
who gather the best weed for bait are at an 
advantage. Ì tend to go for luderick when the 
weather is poor but I never tire of the “down” that 
signals another fish has taken the bait.

Keep fish alive in a keeper net. Kill and bleed 
them just before you pack up and skin the fillets. 
Luderick provide a firm white meat that is 
excellent to eat.

AUGUST
Jewfish follow the big mullet schools and on 
quiet, chilly nights just inside the big estuary 

“Wide grounds with hot cobalt 
water running at several knots 
and eddying provide blues with 
ideal habitat and it is a pleasure 
to be cruising out off the shelf.”
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entrances will charge into bait schools as the tide 
turns. Some of the biggest fish caught each year 
fall to live mullet baits float lined from boats.

Once the cast net has put a dozen mullet in the 
tank it is time to anchor up and commence the wait. 
Back eddies over deep holes are the preferred 
locations. It’s a tense period when the mullet starts to 
panic and then the line pays out. On other occasions 
a huge gold jewie smashes your bait without 
warning. As the mulloway lies croaking in the boat, 
the cold winter weather is hardly a problem.

Alternately, anglers can pick flat seas and target 
inshore reefs for the sunset period and do well 
using live bait suspended near the bottom. Either 
way, a jewie will provide delicious fillets that can 
be prepared in a variety of ways.

SEPTEMBER
Sometimes in late winter, the inshore grounds 
see an influx of Cobia. Fish up to 40kg take up 
residence on reefs and wrecks for several months 
and will take a pilchard or live bait. Soft plastics 
will snare a few too.

The dogged fight of a big cobia seems to go on 
and on. Eventually the dark, broad-headed fish will 
plane into view and a smooth gaff stroke will put it 
into the boat. Beware the cobia will fight on and is a 
slippery fish to deal with. They are very good to eat 
and along with jew and kings well worth the effort.

OCTOBER
By the time the Gold Coast Flathead Classic 
has commenced many anglers have caught 
plenty of these wonderful fish. Lures both 
trolled and cast will take good bags while 
those who prefer bait can also get into a few 
with pilchards, prawns and small live fish.
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FAR LEFT: Cooler weather 
brings the tailor schools into the 
beaches, rocks and estuaries.

LEFT: Jacks are the glamour fish 
of the South East Queensland 
estuary scene.

BELOW: Wahoo fight hard and 
taste great.



McLay Boats Limited have been making high quality aluminium plate boats for over 30 years and  

have won numerous awards. McLay Boats are available through the following dealers. 

TO SEE THE FULL MODEL RANGE VISIT WWW.MCLAYBOATS.CO.NZ

MacKay, QLD 
Reef Marine

07 4957 3521

Rocklea, QLD 

Karee Marine  
07 3875 1600

Coffs Harbour, NSW

Coffs Harbour Marine 
02 6652 4722

Sydney, NSW 

Sports Marine   
02 9938 6018

Eden, NSW

Sapphire Marine & Automotive  
02 6496 4490

Warragul, VIC

Warragul Marine Centre  
 03 5623 6250

From June on we take good bags with some 
days when the tide is right seeing large numbers of 
“lizards” caught and released. The search for a 
metre-long fish goes on for many and every time a 
big girl latches on the first thought is “will this 
one be a metrey?”.

Flathead are also a favourite food source and 
fillets coated in Panko bread crumbs are delicious.

NOVEMBER
While cool weather estuary fishing is enjoyable 
and productive it’s refreshing to head offshore for 
some game fishing. Dolphinfish make an 
appearance in mid to late spring as the warm 
current starts to push harder from the north. 
Fearless and hard fighting, dollies will take 
massive marlin lures as well as smaller skirts 
aimed at juvenile billfish.

They ride the currents in schools and multiple 
hook-ups are common. Find a floating log or 
piece of flotsam and the mother lode of dollies 
could be sitting underneath. Lucky anglers who 
find a concentration can catch dozens of fish 
particularly on pilchards with a handful of 
chunks thrown in to keep the fish on the bite. 
Bled and placed on ice, the dolphinfish provide 
excellent fillets that freeze well.

38    fishingworld.com.au | November 2017DESTINATIONS: GOLD COAST, QLD

DECEMBER
Small black marlin are eagerly anticipated by 
many anglers. The run moves south from the 
breeding grounds near Cairns and good catches 
in various areas precede a bumper year here.  In 
ideal conditions, hot blue water comes right 
in-shore and aggressive little billfish swarm along 
the coast harassing the bait schools riding south.

Trolling with small skirts is highly productive 
but live baiting near bait schools is also 
worthwhile. 8-15kg outfits offer anglers plenty of 
fun but still gets a fish in for a fast release. 
By-catch can include dolphinfish, striped tuna, 
mackerel, cobia and wahoo.

What about bream, whiting, trevally, bass? 
There’re many other popular species that I haven’t 
mentioned and they deserve a month too. Where 
would you put them? ●

LEFT : Billfish ride the warm currents south 
and turn up most years around new year.



CAST BIG BAITS

WITHOUT PAYING 
THE BIG BUCKS

Quantum Smoke HD Baitcast reels are designed and engineered for 

heavy-duty baitcast fi shing, including saltwater.

A 200-sized reel in a compact SCR aluminium frame and gear cover.

Large-capacity spool: 30lb braid/230yd (210m); 12lb mono/180yd (164m).

Extended 95mm handle for cranking power, with oversized EVA knobs.

25lb max drag from the carbon fi bre/stainless steel/ceramic drag system.

6+1 high-quality bearings, including two PT Speed Bearings on the spool. 

Left or right-hand models in three gear ratios: 7.3:1, 6.6:1, 5.3:1 (RH only).

Find more info at 

Distributed by Jarvis Walker Brands.

DEAN SILVESTER
25 tournament wins
Three Australian Angler of the Year Titles
2017 B.A.S.S. Nation Championship Winner

DEAN SILVESTER



Papuan black bass have a  
well-deserved reputation as  

a tackle destroying, ego 
smashing brawler of the snags. 

THE 
BRUTAL 
BLACK 
BASS

By David Green
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RIGHT: Mark Frendin with 
a solid bass caught under 
threatening skies.
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Bass are found in some 
awesome locations!



F
OR most anglers who cast lures and dream, 
there are certain fish that inspire stories of 
legendary status. Brutal fish that tear your 
gear to pieces, unstoppable monsters that 

peel off line against locked up drags, and fish 
that have so much power that they break rods, 
destroy reels and leave anglers in a blubbering 
mess. The Papuan black bass does all of these 
things and more. The following article is based 
on my experiences chasing these awesome fish. 
I’ve been three times to fish for black bass; my 
most recent trip being aboard the mother ship 
K2O fishing the Fly River.

This magazine mostly focuses its articles on 
popular available species accessible to most 
Australians; flathead, mulloway, bream and pelagic 
species fill most of the pages. But from time to time 
a lot of anglers dream about far-away places, and 
the aim of this article is to inspire a few more 
anglers to put the black bass dream into reality. 
While it’s an expensive, and at times fickle business, 
without a doubt the experience is worth it. If you’re 
experienced at catching flathead, barra or bream on 
lures, it’s all actually a great skill set to have when 
chasing black bass. The principles and subtleties are 
actually pretty much the same, except you are 
generally fishing with 80 pound braid, a near 
locked up drag and a very, very strong rod. Most 
black bass rivers get very little fishing pressure, and 
most of the fishing has been done with hard bodied 
lures. I’ve found that it’s often more productive to 
use other lures such as vertically jigged soft vibes. In 
principle you’re basically trying to present a lure to 
an angry dominant predator that lives close to a 
snag, back eddy or creek mouth, and all the tactics 
used to target barra, flathead and bream will work 
and work well on black bass once you upsize the 
gear. Black bass aren’t shy creatures full of nuances 
and subtleties. They have few enemies.

IT’S NOT THAT HARD…
Part of the problem with black bass is their 
awesome reputation. Anglers arrive in remote 
New Guinea rivers expecting to be wiped out and 
destroyed, and this can lead to a lack of fishing 
confidence. While wipe outs are very common, if 
you use a few of the following tricks you’ll win 
more than your share of brutal battles. Like my 
mate Graeme Wilson says: “It’s not that hard!” 
Lure presentation is fairly similar to most 
Australian species, and any angler worth his salt 
will get the lure into the zone to get the bite. After 
that, however, the game changes. A lot of anglers 
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“ Black bass aren’t shy creatures full of nuances 
and subtleties. They have few enemies.”



praise how tough mangrove jacks are in tight 
cover, especially the bigger jacks that live around 
my place in the Gold Coast canals. For black bass, 
multiply the jack factor by about 20. In terms of 
muscle, black bass are thick set barrels of 
phenomenal strength. I looked at the weight and 
length of the fish we caught, and for a given 
length they weigh about the same as a Murray 
cod. One of the really unusual things about black 
bass is that even when you get them out into clear 
water, and you have a fish only five metres under 
the boat, they’re incredibly hard to shift. They 
seem to have claws that grab the water! I’ve pulled 
on big ones as hard as I could in clean water and 
the bloody things seem almost un-shiftable. They 
have amazing low gear performance, a kind of fish 
equivalent of a tractor.

ALL ABOUT BASS
Black bass are found throughout Papua New 
Guinea and West Papua and north through the 
Indonesian and Malaysian Archipelago, but are 
strangely distributed. Some large river systems hold 
huge populations, and nearby rivers may have very 
few bass. In the Gulf of Papua, barramundi are 

ABOVE: Soft vibes work very well on 
PNG black bass.

TOP: Franco with a 17kg monster 
from the West Papuan coast.

RIGHT: A swampy feeder creek off 
one of the main rivers.

44    fishingworld.com.au | November 2017SPECIES GUIDE: PAPUAN BLACK BASS



widely distributed across the entire region, but bass 
populations vary greatly from river to river. As an 
example, the popular Bensbach resort is world 
famous for huge barramundi, but this swampy river 
system holds no bass, yet is relatively close to the 
Fly and Aramia systems that hold good populations 
of bass. Like barramundi, black bass are a 
catadromous species, breeding in saltwater but 
spending a lot of their time in the upper freshwater 
reaches of the big rivers. I’ve caught them in river 
mouths just inside the surf line, and I’ve caught 
them hundreds of kilometres upstream in the 
freshwater. There has been little research into this 
wonderful fish, but they are highly mobile 
populations that can travel great distances. On my 
last trip I got busted up by a good fish in a deep 
snag on a purple Halco Scorpion, and the next day 
my mate Kord Lucas caught the same fish around 
three kilometres upstream with my Halco still 
strapped to its head!

One of the other main difficulties about black 
bass is that weather conditions, river heights and 
run-off play a big part in whether you have success 
or failure. This can mean you spend over $10,000 
on your trip and potentially catch absolutely 

nothing. This is an advantage of mother ship 
operations, as you can move around until you find 
fish. On my last trip it took a few days to get 
aboard the mother ship, and a long steam 
overnight to get to the first spot around 100 
kilometres upstream. Nine anglers fished for 
around 12 hours and no one got a single solitary 
hit on the first day. That can lead to a boat load of 
pissed-off punters, but the reality is that you have 
to realise these mysterious fish aren’t like bream or 
flathead. They can be very hard to find and 
equally hard to catch. It’s no walk in the park! 
Rising rivers, dirty water and floods can all shut 
down the bite, so be prepared for potential 
disappointment and don’t blame the operator! 
After our first day of disappointment (in an area 
that had previously produced great bass fishing for 
the crew) we steamed another hundred or so 
kilometres up river and started catching fish 
immediately. Why? Only the bass seem to know!  

TACTICS
To catch a bass on a lure you need to get the 
lure in tight on the snag or feature you’re 
fishing. In general lure depths between 3 and 5 

metres cover most of the hard bodied options. 
In terms of the most successful strategy, trolling 
is the best percentage game to play, as you can 
hit the throttle on the strike and drag the fish 
out of the timber under heavy drag. While 
casting is preferred by many, it is really hard to 
stop, hold and pull out a fish that has just 
chomped your lure 5cm from a tree branch. It’s 
a game of “go hard early”. This is where a really 
good strong light rod comes into play. You need 
some real power, but not in a rod too heavy to 
cast with for prolonged periods. Most bust-offs 
occur in the first two seconds regardless of line 
or leader strength. In the saltwater sections of 
the rivers snags are often encrusted in small 
sharp barnacles and in these places the bust off 
time is usually less than a second. If you last 
eight seconds, like bull riding, you will often 
catch the fish. At times there are often good 
populations of smaller black bass from 45 to 
60cm long, and these fish are actually 
manageable but would still pull a mangrove 
jack of similar size backwards. Black bass 
actively eat mangrove jacks whole in a single 
bite which gives you an idea of their ferocity.
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TACKLE
Most baitfish in New Guinea rivers seem to be 
quite deep in the body, and lures with a similar 
profile are often the most successful. I caught my 
recent potential IGFA record fish on a large 
Salmo which was a good match for many of 
the baitfish we saw. We had prototypes of a 
new large Zerek Tango Shad on my last trip 
and these deep bodies lures were all dead and 
buried in snags very quickly. Halco Scorpions 
are also extremely effective and are incredibly 
strongly made. One of the problems with 
remote travel to faraway places is that your 
luggage limit may be only 10 to 15 kilos, and 
it makes it hard to pack a wide variety of lures. 
On my last two trips I’ve caught a lot of bass 
on vertically jigged soft vibes, but this can be 
murderous as far as lure losses go. Clearly, 
lures that stay in the zone for longer get the 
most bites, and you have to be brave with your 
presentations. In terms of the number of bites 
you will get, vibes seem to get more bites than 
hard bodied lures and when you get on a roll, 
you can pull a lot of fish from a single snag. I 
was using the largest model Quick Catch vibes 
as well as Fish Traps, but I think any vibe with 
a bit of kick and weight will work well. I’m 
sure well-presented plastics and metal blades 
would also work well, as the aggressive nature 
of the fish makes them not very discriminatory 
when in a feeding mood. Swim baits and 
poppers also catch black bass when they’re 
holding close to the bank. The only reason 
this fishery is dominated by hard bodied 
minnows is because few anglers have tried 
other methods. If you can get the lure in  
front of the fish there’s a fair chance it will  
be slaughtered!

When it comes to different reels, most 
anglers use baitcasters by preference, but there 
are a few traps. Beware of drum style reels 

where the line guide does not follow the line 
as it comes off the spool. When you crank up 
the drag to over 7 kilos, and the line guide is 
on one side of the spool, and the line is 
coming off the other side, it causes the line to 
pull into itself. In the worst cases it will, by 
the angle created, pull the insert in the line 
guide out of the reel. It’s also virtually 
impossible to get a smooth drag under load 
with baitcasters where the line guide remains 
fixed in position as line is pulled off the reel. 
This isn’t as big a problem with low profile reels 
where the line guide is much further from the 
spool, as the angles are less acute. For bass, fish 

as heavy a drag as 
you dare but do not 
completely lock up 
the reel, especially if 
you’re trolling. 
When you hit a snag 
and are locked up 
you may not be able 
to get the reel into 
free spool. I used a 
Daiwa Lexa 300 and 
it was a great value 
tough reel that never 
missed a beat. 
Suitable rods are 
expensive, but there 
are some great 
models in the Venom 
range, the new  
Bone Series and the 
Smith range of rods 
from Japan.
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When it comes to terminals, I like thin 8 
strand 80 pound braid and 80 to 100 pound 
f luorocarbon leader connected by an FG knot. 
This sounds excessive but they do repeatedly 
bust it up in snags and it gives you some 
reserve pulling power. Lures must be strong 
with heavy eyelets and solid split rings. Every 
hook type bent at some stage, but the best of a 
broken bunch were the Shogun trebles. These 
fish don’t bend hooks by blasting open their 
mouths as barra do. They simply just crush 
them, chew them up and spit them out. The 
jaw power is incredible. 

The above is a bit of an overview of black 
bass fishing from my experience. If you are 
planning a trip there are a few operators to 
look at. The K2O outfit has the advantage of 
being mobile and is a great mothership. It’s 
important to realise that this is a fishery with 
a lot of variables, a fair amount of risk and you 
have to be independent as far as your gear and 
rigging goes. A great deal of negotiation is 
required with the locals to access these rivers, 
but black bass fishing is definitely a true 
adventure and the fish are well worth  
the effort. ●

"Part of the problem 
with black bass is their 
awesome reputation."

PNG black bass have a fierce 
reputation, although with 
the right approach, good 
numbers can be caught.

Another tough battle won.
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ABOVE: Doug 
Burt’s Tackleworld 
on the Gold Coast 
is a great place 
to spend your 
hard-earned!

RIGHT: Tackle 
shops are full of 
enticing "toys" for 
fishos.
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THE LOLLY SHOP
Tackle shops are like giant lolly shops for adults and offer the best kind of 

therapeutic retail therapy, but that does come at a cost!

Tackle shops are always tricky 
places to negotiate. They can eat up 
your credit cards, remove all the 

cash from your wallet, and for many of us, leave 
some serious explaining to do on the domestic 
front when the bills come in. I'm surrounded by 
several tackle shops, and each one has a different 
character to it. Even on purely social visits I’ve 
spent a lot of money in weaker moments, and 
when I watch how some of the cleverer tackle 
salesmen operate you can clearly see they have you 
in their sights the moment I walk in the door. 
They achieve their goal when you spend money 
on expensive stuff that you don’t need! 

When I was at University, Tim Simpson was 
running the Compleat Angler store in the middle 
of the city. This was an emporium of expense and 
wonder, but being on only $40 a week at the time 
for rent and food visits there were at the risk of 
starvation or eviction! Despite this, Simmo sold 
me my first marlin lures, my first Penn Senator 
and Seascape reel and some of the prettiest but 
most useless lures I ever purchased. The residual 
in my savings from holiday jobs was dropping 
rapidly, but it was always a great stress reliever 
visiting Simmo in that shop. The problem was, 
however, it created a new kind of stress! 

When I was a really little kid the local barber was 
the place to go to buy fishing gear. Cork handlines, 
Wonder Wobblers, Celtas and the old rubber 
Rublex Flopy were all bought at the barbers after 
nagging my dad repeatedly. We actually caught 
quite a lot of tailor on both Wonder Wobblers and 
Celtas trolled behind our wooden boat in Cowan 
Creek. The Celtas, being a bladed spinner, would 
twist the line into a huge mess. Loose coils of line 
on the floor would twist up before your eyes which 
wasn’t good for Dad’s patience.    

Once I left University and was on a reasonable 
income, the game all changed. From my boat I 
was a bit of a troller, chasing all manner of 
monsters largely unsuccessfully. My mate David 
Elliott and I caught a nice black marlin off Port 
Stephens in 1977 from David’s boat. Lots and lots 
of lost marlin preceded David’s first victory, and 
over coming years I accumulated a lot of pretty 
marlin skirted lures. The question was asked "how 
come you always troll the same four lures but you 
take out about 50 every time?" Never been able to 
answer that one!

By David Green



Over the past few years I've been constantly 
back and forth between the Gold Coast and 
Sydney looking after my elderly parents, and 
most trips I have driven. Surprisingly, the most 
risky, dangerous shop of all lies on this route. 
My car just seems to leave the road a bit north 
of the centre of Coff ’s Harbour, and suddenly I 
repeatedly found myself in the biggest tackle 
shop in the country, Fishing Tackle Australia. 
This place is the ultimate Alladin’s Cave of 
fishing lures. It's an oasis on a long drive, a feel 
good stop, a fun experience and is extremely 
well priced. I tried to limit my stops to an hour 
but they often went longer. If you're interested 
in Australian Made lures, it has a phenomenal 
retail collection. I remember going in there a 
year or so back with the express aim of buying 
six Mustad 7691Z steel marlin hooks and the 
aim was to get out quickly. I found the hooks, 
and also found some really cool skirted tube 
style marlin lures, a fabulous new teaser, a few 
swimbaits for cod, two spools of leader, and 
roughly $900 later, I departed. Mum had just 

had a stroke at the time and was recovering in 
hospital, and I wasn’t in a good spot. But in 
that shop I felt terrific! It was classic 
therapeutic retail therapy and everything I 
bought has worked very well and caught or 
helped catch fish so in my mind all items 
purchased were essential.

More recently I’ve noticed some very clever 
tactics used in my local Tackleworld store.  
My son, when he was at Uni, worked there on 
weekends with his mate, Stuart Grice. Stuart still 
does the odd shift on the weekends and is a 
much liked super keen angler, now training to be 
an outboard mechanic. I went in there a week 
back to get a few soft plastics, and Stewie saw me 
coming. There has been a lot of work done over 
the past year chasing big flathead on large soft 
plastic swim baits, and more recently on hard 
bodied swim baits worked over the shallows. 
Stewie then asked the question, "have you seen 
these?" There it was, a three-hooked swimming 
eel made by Mega Bass. Mega Bass make great 
lures that come at a mega cost! He had the You 

Tube clip of the eel up on the screen and was 
salivating at the subtle delicious action. "That’s 
going to be a killer I reckon", followed by "I sold 
one to your son". This lure was available to me at 
a considerable discount of $55. Now, normally  
I wouldn’t buy a lure like that, I doubt I’ve ever 
bought a flathead lure for more than $20! But  
I couldn’t bear the idea of being cleaned up by 
my son. So stupidly I bought it, along with the 
four packets of Gulps I actually needed. That 
lure has travelled a long way through flathead 
infested waters without a solitary bite. They seem 
to avidly avoid it. When I asked my son if he’d 
caught any on his one, he said "I can’t afford 
that, I just wanted you to buy one to see if it was 
any good!" So collusion can be alive and well in 
tackle sales people. Then Stewie thought my lack 
of success may be due to the wrong rod, and he 
offered to build me a custom eel rod!

Tackle shops are fantastic places of respite for 
all anglers. They are great places to catch up 
with mates and see new stuff. But it all comes at 
a price! ●

fishingworld.com.au |  November 2017 | 49

R A P A L A  C U S T O M  D E S I G N  S E R I E S RCD

pliers 
like you’ve 
never seen 
before

4    AND 
8   MAG 
SPRING 
PLIERS

The Mag Spring offers 
smooth, one hand operation 
and will not fail even in the 

harshest conditions. 

O M  D E S I G N  S E R I E S

The
smooth, one
and will not fa

harshest c

RAPALA.AUSTRALIA RAPALA_AUSTRALIA RAPALA.COM.AU



FOR those who enjoy soaking a live 
or dead bait for popular species such 
as mulloway, snapper, yellowtail 

kingfish or dusky flathead, the ability to make up a 
two hook bait rig is an essential skill that has the 
potential to vastly improve your results. There are 
quite a few variations of this versatile rig and it can 
be used for a range of angling techniques such as 
fishing unweighted floaters in a berley trail, slow 
trolling live baits or in conjunction with a running 
sinker on the bottom. This rig is often used by 
anglers fishing live squid baits for jewies or 
kingfish, but is equally effective when used in 
conjunction with cut strip, slab or whole dead baits 
of squid, mullet, tailor or tuna.

The great advantage offered by tying your own 
two hook rigs is that you can customise the rig to 
suit the size of the baits you’re using allowing for 
the best possible presentation and hook up rate. 

Geoff Wilson’s Complete Book of Fishing Knots 
& Rigs. Two hook rigs can also be used in 
conjunction with skirted trolling lures and 
saltwater tube style flies such as the famed Flashy 
Profile pattern used for targeting marlin, sailfish 
and other pelagic gamefish species.

The great advantage of using the snood is that 
it allows you to accurately position the top hook 
in the rig on your leader. Getting the distance 

With Mark Williams

Using and understanding two-hook rigs is an essential skill for 
bait fishos chasing any number of popular species. 
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TWO HOOKS ARE BETTER THAN ONE

The accompanying illustration by Fisho’s Chris 
Palatsides demonstrates how to tie a two hook 
fixed rig using a snood to locate the top hook in 
the rig on your leader. Most keen recreational 
anglers I know use this method for making up 
their rigs and in my opinion it’s the best method, 
as once it’s mastered it really is quite a quick and 
simple means of making up a rig to specifically 
suit the baits you’re using. I’ve done a couple of 
late night jewie sessions in recent times on Lake 
Macquarie with experienced local anglers Dan 
Guilfoyle and Corey Reid and I remember being 
really impressed with how quickly both of these 
gun fishos were able to make up new two hook 
rigs in low light conditions as required.

Other variations of the two hook rig include 
having the top hook sliding free on the leader and 
also an adjustable two hook rig where the top 
hook is tightly bound onto the leader but can still 
be slid up and down as required to vary the 
distance between hooks. This variation of the two 
hook rig is covered in Australian rigging doyen 

“The great 
advantage of 
using the snood 
is that it allows 
you to accurately 
position the top 
hook in the rig 
on your leader.”



between the two hooks right can really make a 
difference to the bait presentation. The snood is a 
variation of the common snell which we’ve 
covered previously that was developed for use with 
spatulated or flatted eyed hooks such as those 
used in Sabiki style baitfish jigs these days. This 
style of connection is bound firmly around the 
hook shank and doesn’t require the line to be fed 
through a hook eye. Both the snood and common 
snell work best with hook patterns that feature an 
upturned or downturned eye. These days the 
Octopus style pattern is very popular with anglers 
fishing baits on two hook rigs.  A popular hook 
pattern for two hook estuary rigs is the Mustad 
Penetrator, while the heavier gauged Mustad 
92554NPNR Big Red pattern is ideally suited for 
the majority of offshore applications.

Attachment of the bottom hook to the leader can 
be done quite easily with either a common snell or 
uni-knot. Always make sure the tag end of leader 
material from the top hook is long enough to allow 
you to tie the bottom hook on the leader in a 
position that suits the size of the baits you’re using. 
This rig would most commonly be used with either 
hard monofilament or fluorocarbon leader material 
in the 10kg to 30kg range depending on the species 
being targeted and the location being fished. For 
example, in the relatively clear waters of Lake 
Macquarie you can fish with 10kg leaders with 
confidence and land jewfish to around the 1-metre 
length no worries. However, venture up to Newcastle 
Harbour where large jewfish to around 30kgs plus 
can be hooked in close proximity to structure such as 
wharves, jetties and bridges and you’re really going to 
need the extra abrasion resistance that 30kg hard 
mono or fluorocarbon offers.

The two hook rig isn’t recommended for catch 
& release fishing as the bottom hook is often 
taken deeply by the fish. Fisheries research has 
shown that the best option when releasing a 
deeply hooked fish is to cut the line as close to the 
mouth as possible and don’t attempt to remove the 
hook as it will corrode away or be shed by the fish 
relatively quickly. A circle hook rig is a far better 
option for those anglers who are C & R fishing or 
hooking predominantly undersize fish. 

The two hook fixed rig should be in the arsenal 
of every angler that chases snapper, mulloway and 
yellowtail kingfish on live or dead baits in my 
opinion. Having the hooks firmly fixed in 
position provides the best chance of a solid hook 
up on that fish of a lifetime. Always take that 
extra bit of time to ensure the bait is presented on 
the rig to look as natural as possible in the water 
with the hook points exposed to maximise the 
chances of a hook up. ●

Technical editor Mark Williams is a highly 
experienced angler who writes regularly for Fisho.

TOP LEFT: Two hook rig cut 
squid bait.

LEFT: Two hook bait rigs are 
highly effective on predatory 
species such as jewfish.
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1. Begin by passing approximately 8-10” 
of the nylon leader through the eye 
of the hook. With one hand pinch the 
nylon leader to the base of the hook 
and hold firmly. With the other hand 
holf the longer end of the leader and 
prepare to fold back toward the base 
of the hook.

2. Next start wrapping this part of the 
leader down and around the shank 
of the hook. This can vary anywhere 
from 4-7 times depending on the 
thickness of the leader.

3. Now thread the end of the leader you 
were just wrapping with back up and 
through the eye of the hook.

4. Pull both ends of the leader in opposite directions to tighten and 
lock down the knot down evenly. The final step is to tie your second 
hook on to the tag end of your leader. For this you can use a knot 
that you prefer to use like a Uni or a Locked Blood Knot.

NYLON LEADER

TAG (end of line)

TAG (end of line)

TAG (end of line)

TAG (end of line)

TO MAIN LINE



HERE in South East Queensland 
we're nearing our summer pelagic 
run of fish, so I thought it would be 

a good time to build a nice 10kg trolling rod. This 
rod will be great for the little black marlin that are 
migrating past and will also be a useful rod for 
mackerel, wahoo and mahi mahi, which are all 
present in the warmer months.

The USA built Sabre brand is a respected and 
quality blank that has been on the market for 
many years and I've used these to build 100s of 
rods for customers over this time. Typical of the 
“stroker” style blank, the sensitive tip section 
folds away with a fast action to a solid butt 
section. This gives the angler a powerful position 
when that stubborn fish heads deep into the 
abyss. The blank I'm using for this rod is 
constructed with 100 per cent E-Glass materials 
matched with a high-tech resin system. This 
results in a blank that is incredibly tough. For 
this reason, I'll only use Fuji gear on this rod 
with the knowledge that it it will always stand up 
to the expected workload. 

Starting at the butt, I always use a gimbal for 
this type of rod and the Fuji graphite gimbals a 
lightweight, yet very strong. Next, I like to use a 
Duralon grip around 10” long, but you may wish 
the lengthen this a bit. I don’t usually go longer 
than 12” for this rear grip. A heavy-duty Fuji 
graphite reel seat is the next piece in the 
construction line. The handle assembly is then 

finished with a 14” Duralon grip. I like to use a 
thicker game grip for this grip. I find it more 
comfortable when fighting fish for long periods of 
time. Remember to always use a two-part slow 
curing epoxy glue such as 24 hour Araldite for 
these steps in the build.

Once the butt section of the rod is finished and 
the glue has cured, it is time to choose our tip and 
guides. Always try to use the highest quality you 
can afford when deciding on you tip and guides. I 
always look for a guide with a silicon carbide ring. 
These dissipate the heat away from the critical 
point where the line touches the ring surface. This 
is extremely important when fighting fast running 
fish like marlin. Also look for a guide with a solid 
frame construction so you'll never worry about a 
frame distorting under a heavy load.

I always underbind guides onto this type of rod. 
This provides a “bed” for the guide feet and there 
will be no damage to the blank. It also allows you 
to add a visual enhancement to the rod by adding 
centre trims. All guides should be double 
overbound to provide the strength needed to 
make sure the guides are securely bonded to the 
blank. I always use “A” grade thread on my rods. 
This provides the neatest and strongest 
attachment of the guides to the rod.

The epoxy finish provides the lustre and 
protection to your finished binds. I like to use 
the thinner “lite” finish with my rods. This rod 
will require three coats, with the first coat very 
thin to soak into the threads and expel all the 
air. The second coat is a filler coat and after this 
coat I trim any little wisps of thread that may 
have been sticking up. The third and final coat 
provides that beautiful smooth flowing coat and 
this is the coat you'll need to take the most care 
with to make sure there are no imperfections in 
your finish. I've found the “Threadmaster Lite” 
two-part epoxy finish is the best on the market. 
It has very good levelling qualities and is very 
easy to use.

If you decide to build this rod I'm sure you'll 
find it a great one to use and it will be one of your 
favourite rods every trolling season. ●
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Fuji HGST #10

Fuji HGST #10

Duralon 14” x ½”

Fuji DPSH 24

Duralon 10” x ¾”

Fuji HGST #12

Fuji HGST #12

Fuji HGST #16

 Fuji HGST #20

 PKLSG 16 

95 mm

90 mm

105 mm

125 mm

195 mm

155 mm

ON THE TROLL
Game fishing season is just around the corner and 

Brad builds this light trolling rod, perfect for chasing 
small black marlin, mackerel, wahoo and dolphin fish.  

With Brad Job
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Blank: Sabre 6455

Gimbal: Fuji BCGC 25

Rear Grip: Duralon 10” x ¾”

Reel Seat: Fuji DPSH 24

Front Grip: Duralon 14” x ½” 

Tip: Fuji HGST #10

Guides: Fuji HBST 2 x #10, 2 x #12, 1 x #16, 1 x #20

Spacings: Tip, 90, 95, 105, 125, 155, 195mm

SPECIFICATIONS

PROUDLY SPONSORED BY



Distributed by

www.frogleysoffshore.com.au

y

www.gamakatsu.com.au

www.facebook.com/GamakatsuAus

@GAMAKATSU_AUS

Gamakatsu Hooks are 
chemically sharpened to 

provide maximum sharpness 
and are forged in Japan using 

the highest quality steel. 
Each hook pattern and size 
is individually tempered to 
provide maximum strength.

For use with big baits, this 
hook is built on ultra strong 

4x Steel

SIZES FROM

INLINE OCTOPUS SE 4X

#4/0-10/0

4X

Perfect for big baits for 
big fish

SIZES FROM

BIG BAIT

#1/0-10/0

BIG B

r bibig bba
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BIG BAIT CIRCLE

#2/0-8/0

Heavier gauge circle hook 
for big fish! Perfect for a 

paternoster rig, or a 
live bait rig

SIZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZESEEESESSESS ESESSEESESEESEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEESEEEE FROM

BIG BAIT 

#2/0-8/0

BIG BAIT C

Heavier gauge circle hook

SIZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZZEEEEEEEEEES EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE FROM

INLINE OC

#4/

INLINE OC



With spring upon us, now is the perfect time to gather 
your gear and plan for the trout season ahead, and the 

NSW Snowy Mountains is the perfect location. 

THE TOP OF OZ
By Ben Caddaye
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With the snow all but 
melted, now is the time to 

start planning your next 
trout fishing trip in the 

NSW Snowy Mountains. 



T
he creeks and rivers of the NSW Snowy 
Mountains are a couple of hours from my 
front door, but I often run into anglers 
who have travelled a lot further to fish this 

incredibly scenic part of Australia.
Over the past 12 months, while fishing the 

waterways on Australia’s rooftop, I’ve come across 
trout fishos from as far away as Victoria, northern 
NSW, South Australia and even Queensland.

All seemed quite prepared to make the trek to 
sample what they consider to be the nation’s best 
mainland trout fishery.

It put things into perspective for me. It made 
me realise what a privilege it is to have first-class 
trout fishing virtually on my doorstep. It also 
made me aware of how much I take my 
proximity to this magnificent pocket of Australia 
for granted.

The streams that begin as tiny trickles above 
the treeline before meandering their way through 
the snow gums and alpine tussocks of the Snowy 
Mountains are full of trout which, although 
mostly small, are an absolute pleasure to target.

With the weather warming up, it’s time to 
start preparing the fly and spin gear for an 
assault on the alpine streams.

Whether you’ve fished the Snowy streams 
before, or if you’re yet to sample the trout action in 
the NSW high country, here are some tips on how 
to make the most of the mountains this season.

WHERE 
There are scores of rivers, streams and creeks 
criss-crossing the NSW alps, so anglers are 
spoiled for choice when it comes to locations.

LEFT: These mountain 
trout aren’t huge, but 
they’re great fun to 
catch!

RIGHT: A fly angler 
fishes the upper 
Murrumbidgee River 
against a stunning 
backdrop.

FAR RIGHT: Little 
high country browns 
go wild for tiny dry 
flies presented at the 
height of summer.
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The heart of the Snowy Mountains is a terrific 
place to start, with the highest altitude streams 
around the popular winter playgrounds of 
Perisher, Guthega and Thredbo all capable of 
producing lively trout fishing.

Spencers Creek, Perisher Creek, Diggers Creek 
and Betts Creek are all tiny little waterways in the 
shadow of Mt Kosciusko that turn on extremely 
enjoyable dry fly fishing and ultra-light tackle 
spinning for small brown and rainbows.

Spencers, in particular, has a reputation as one 
the Snowy Mountains’ best alpine streams and, 
as far as the high altitude alpine waterways 
go, is home to the largest trout. 

Because they’re all shallow and crystal 
clear, the aforementioned creeks are 
extraordinarily challenging fisheries. The 
trout are spooky and sometime impossible 
to tempt.

Lower in elevation, the Thredbo and 
Little Thredbo rivers need no introduction. 
Anglers could spend an entire season on 
the Thredbo, for example, and still not 
explore it to its full extent.

Not far away there’s also the 
Mowambah River and its tributaries, and 
don’t forget the Gungarlin and Snowy rivers, 
and their many offshoots.

One-hundred kilometres from Thredbo, to the 
north-east, the iconic little village of Adaminaby 
is the gateway to a couple of blue-ribbon trout 
streams in the form of the Eucumbene and upper 
Murrumbidgee rivers.

The Eucumbene is arguably the finest trout 
stream on the mainland and is one of those 
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rare places that sometimes yields fish over 
double figures.

There are countless creeks in this region too, 
all full of trout.

WHEN
With the snow all but melted, the creeks rising 
and weather warming, right now is the time to 
start planning your Snowy Mountains sojourn.

My first forays into the mountains start 
around November and continue right through to 
late April.

Given this area is premier dry f ly fishing 
country, the angling peaks between January 
and March. 

Either side of this two-month window, anglers 
can still enjoy first-rate fishing, but you stack the 
odds in your favour by fishing during the 
warmest months of the season.

That’s because of one key factor—insect 
activity. Once those mountain grasshoppers, 

moths, March flies and other terrestrial insects 
get moving, so too do the trout.

But water flows are just as crucial; frenetic insect 
activity counts for little if the streams are low. 

Put simply, I’d rather fish a swiftly flowing 
creek in December than a near-dry series of 
shallow pools in March.

The perfect scenario is a healthy flow that 
coincides with February or March, when insect 
activity reaches a crescendo.

HOW
Early in the season, in the six-to-eight 
weeks leading up to Christmas, I like to fish 
the Snowy streams with hard-bodied lures. 
The water is generally cold and flowing 
well, which lends itself to lively fishing with 
a 40mm floating or suspending hard-body. 
A bladed spinner, like the classic Celta, is 
also effective.

Target the heads of pools, where 
fast-flowing, well-oxygenated water gives 
way to deeper areas.

Undercut banks also harbour large 
numbers of fish and it’s well worth targeting 
areas where the tussocks meet the stream.

In January, as the weather warms and insects 
begin to emerge, it’s time to swap the spin gear 
for the dry fly rod.

Ultra-light #3 and #4 weight outfits complete 
with 3-4lb leader are the perfect weapons for 
delivering tiny dry flies to hungry stream trout.

As with early in the season, it’s generally the 
same sections of stream that produce fish—the 
heads and tails of pools and the shallow riffles. 

“There are scores of rivers, 
streams and creeks criss-
crossing the NSW alps, so 
anglers are spoiled for choice 
when it comes to locations.”



Deep, still pools are also worth a careful 
cast with a dry f ly. Stay low and well back 
from the water’s edge and watch as foot-long 
browns emerge from cover and scrutinise your 
offering. It’s some of the best visual fishing 
you’ll ever experience! 

February and March usually see insect activity 
reach fever pitch and so too does the dry fly fishing.

A day on an alpine stream at this of the year can 
easily produce dozens of fish. They’ll mostly be 
small–30ccm or less—but it’s highly addictive 
fishing that’ll have you craving more.

A large range of dry f lies will work in the 
mountains, including hopper 
patterns, yellow humpies, parachute 
Adams, white moths and red tags.

Spin fishos can definitely cash in 
when the trout are rising, with 
hard-bodies sometimes out-fishing 
dry flies. Trout don’t muck around 
under these conditions and will 
inhale small lures without hesitation. 
On my best days in the mountains I 
hooked something like 40 fish and 
landed about 25—all on little 
minnows designed for bream.  

My favourite makes and models are the Rapala 
CD3, Strike Pro Pygmy, Ecogear SX-40, Rebel 
Crickhopper, Zip Baits Kamshin Tiny and River 
to Sea Baby Crank (30mm). 

MAKE TRACKS
Let me stress that the best way to make the most 
of the trout fishing in the Snowy Mountains is to 
put in the miles (or kilometres). 

A lot of the waterways I’ve mentioned are 
isolated in their own right—but the fish still see 
their fair share of anglers. 

So don’t just drive to the nearest section of 

FACT BOX 
DAFFODIL COTTAGE
If you’re looking for unique accommodation 
right in the heart of trout country, check  
out Daffodil Cottage, located east  
of Adaminaby.

Overlooking Tantangara Dam, Daffodil 
Cottage is close to the upper Murrumbidgee 
River and its tributaries, all of which fish 
superbly in the warmer months. 

It’s one of a number of “Eco Huts” being 
established by the NSW Department of 
Primary Industries and the National Parks 
and Wildlife Service.

It’s an initiative designed to promote 
“wilderness” and “remote” fishing 
opportunities to NSW anglers and  
their families.

Daffodil Cottage is attached to the 
historic Currango Homestead and is located 
about three hours drive from Canberra.

It comfortably sleeps four to six people 
and comes with a kitchen, open fireplace, 
outdoor toilet and shower.

The trout fishing around Daffodil is 
first-class. But that’s not its only draw-
card. Staying at the cottage is like taking a 
step back in time. The accommodation is 
rustic, but you’re surrounded by herds of 
brumbies, mobs of kangaroos and count-
less species of birds. 

It really is the perfect tonic for those 
needing a break from the city and the 
drudgery of day-to-day life.

For more information, visit http://www.
nationalparks.nsw.gov.au/camping-and-
accommodation/accommodation/daffodil-
cottage/visitor-info 
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stream and start fishing. Lace-up the hiking 
boots, strap on the back-pack and put some 
distance between you and your fellow anglers. 
This is a fishery that rewards anglers who are 
prepared to put in the effort to explore what’s 
around “the next bend”.

Covering ground tends to equate to more fish, 
too. Trout are spread out in the warmer months 
and it often takes a bit of prospecting to locate 
the most productive stretches of water. The more 
pools and runs you fish, the better your chances 
of success. 

CONCLUSION
I don’t need reminding that I’m incredibly 
fortunate to have a trout fishery like the NSW 
Snowies so close to home.

As this season gets underway, I’ve vowed to 
spend more time than ever walking and fishing 
the creeks and streams that snake their way 
across what is literally the top of Australia.

Over coming months I hope to gather many 
more stories to tell about battling feisty little 
browns and rainbows on ultra-light tackle 
against the backdrop of the most stunning 
alpine scenery imaginable.

I’ll see you up there. ●

RIGHT: Pack your favourite bream and small 
trout coloured lures on your next alpine 
trout trip – the fish love ‘em.

“Lace-up the hiking boots, 
strap on the back-pack and 
put some distance between 
you and your fellow anglers.”
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SWIBO FISHING KNIVES
Stainless Steel Blades delivering the perfect combination of cutting edge 
retention and corrosion protection. The perfect blade for filleting fish.Swiss Made

MAKERS OF THE ORIGINAL SWISS ARMY KNIFE   |   ESTABLISHED 1884 
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MOST fishos rely heavily on their 
boats. Be it a basic 4-metre knock 
around tinny or a 7-metre full 

blown ride, boats are an essential component of 
the sportfisher’s armoury. Of course, we can’t all 
afford boats and many of us are happy to be 
boatless and fish with mates who have a boat or 
fish land based. Many of us own boats and are 
fanatical about how they’re set up, how they're 
powered and what they're capable of. A lot of our 
expendable income is spent on our boats and 
keeping them running or up to date. Scott 
Thomas has recently taken ownership of a new 
Bar Crusher 535XS centre console that is a very 
tidy rig and I’m currently looking at upgrading 
my TABS 4800 Territory Pro to a larger centre 
console in ‘glass, ready for new horizons. As keen 
fishos, we’re continually looking for new options 
or boats as we can afford them.

So, what is the typical sportfisher’s boat and 
what is it expected to do? Up until a decade ago I 
would have said it’s a simple aluminium boat with 
a two-stroke outboard on the back and on a 
galvanised trailer. That has changed on a large 
scale over the past 10 years and these days many 
of the cutting edge rigs are fibreglass with four 
stroke outboards and many are on aluminium 
trailers with either skids or multi rollers. Likewise, 
there are some top shelf alloy boats on offer, too!

There are some excellent purpose built 
sportfishing rigs made in Australia from the likes 
of Bonito, TABS, Quintrex, Hooker, Haines 
Signature, Evolution, Stacer, SeaJay, Cruise Craft, 
Bar Crusher, and more. 

Of course, there are many considerations to 
be made and compromises to be accepted when 
purchasing any boat. Let’s be honest, all 
sportfishing boats are a compromise of some 
sort. Centre consoles are popular but they can 
be wet when it’s choppy and windy. Cuddy 
cabins are dry but you have no front access to 

CHOOSING A BOAT
There are so many factors to consider when choosing 

the perfect sportfishing boat and compromise is a 
recurring theme, as Greg explains.

With Greg Finney

Additions such as a lean-to post on the casting platform make centre consoles even more versatile.

fish. Aluminium is light and can be knocked 
around, but some alloy boats have a shallower 
deadrise and these may not handle as well in 
the rough. Most fibreglass hulls ride nicely but 
are heavier and you have to be careful not to 
chip the gelcoat around rocks and ramps. 
Two-stroke motors offer more power (although 
that’s changing with modern four-stroke 
technology) but need to have oil added while 
four-strokes are quieter but lack that two stroke 
power punch. Decisions, decisions; there are 
pros and cons of each!

Once you have a hull and motor decided 
upon comes the fun part of designing the 
layout and fitting it out with accessories. 
Layout options include livebait and/or kill 
tank/livewell, insulated storage, dry storage, 
insulated and padded seat box or pedestal 
seats, casting deck size and height, rod holder 
type and location, windscreen height.  
More decisions. 

In my honest opinion, a serious sportfish rig 
set up for lure and f ly fishing in estuaries, bays 
and inshore grounds should be a centre 
console with front and rear casting platforms. 
No bow or grab rails, because they foul with 
lines, lures and while fighting fish. Some 
insulated under f loor or console based storage, 
a large live well and a padded and insulated 
box to sit on behind the console. I normally 
stand up while driving but a padded seat 
always comes in handy while rigging or setting 
up camera gear, etc. Other features are some 
console based rod holders, a large front casting 
deck that sits about 100mm to 200mm below 
gunwale height and with a lean post that you 
can straddle or lean against when it gets 
choppy. You'll also need some serious 
electronics in the form of a 9 to 12 inch screen 
with side scan, sonar and GPS options. It's also 
worth adding a bow mounted electric with 
deep cycle batteries, marine radio and a MP3 
player, LED under gunwale lighting, under 
f loor fuel, side rod lockers, tinted console 
screen with grab rails and proper under f loor 
dry storage that actually stays dry.

My tip is to get any electrics and electronics 
professionally fitted and specify tinned cable and 
soldered joints.

The above boat isn’t going to suit everyone 
because some sportfishers need a livebait tank 
and others would want a bimini top for sun or 
rain protection. Others might want a lower 
casting platform or even an anchor well and 
bow sprit. Your other half isn’t going to like it 
because it will be a bit wet in rough conditions, 
but if you’re serious about your sport or f ly 
fishing it will be perfect. The options are 
endless when designing a new boat and working 
with a boat builder who fishes or at least 
understands fishermen is a bonus.

 A well set up sportfishing boat is a pleasure to 
fish out of but if it’s not maintained you’ll have 
endless headaches. ●

 





SWEETWATER MIS 
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Sweetwater is a term often used to describe freshwater 
fishing, and it doesn’t get much sweeter than Cania Dam. SION By Dave Rae
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OPPOSITE: While there’s loads 
of cover, don’t neglect the clear 
areas for chasing bass.

BELOW: Baitcasters and 
spinnerbaits did the trick, as 
did spin gear and plastics.
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C
ania is a beautiful dam located west of 
Bundaberg in Central Queensland. It offers 
a series of secluded bays with varying 
degrees of standing timber, water lilies, 

clear grassy points and the usual open water 
fishing options. Cania is a really pretty piece of 
water with high banks and views of the Cania 
Gorge rock formations, which light up in the early 
morning and late afternoon. There are no 
barramundi in Cania, possibly due to its high 
altitude and resulting cold winter temperatures, 
which is probably why it receives far less attention 
than the barra meccas not too far north; which I 
think is part of the appeal of the place.

While there are no barra, there are healthy 
populations of bass and saratoga, which make 
for some great angling opportunities.

Our trip to Cania was a Plan B event, 
resulting from howling north-westerly winds 
down on the coast that made it difficult to fish 
estuarine waters for mangrove jacks and barra. 
Also, having only caught a couple of saratoga in 
my lifetime, a stop at Borumba Dam was also 
on the cards as we travelled south on the trip 
home. We’d surfed the net and made phone 
calls to friends in the know, but on the chance 
that Borumba was blown out by the wind, we 
thought a quick look at Cania would be a smart 
idea. We’d heard about it and read about it a decade 
ago when the barra impoundments were at their 
peak, but had never visited, and given that it’s in 
the Cania Gorge National Park area, we figured 
that there’d be some high cliffs which would 
hopefully offer protection from the wind.

The drive in may not have been via the most 
well-travelled routes, but it certainly was a 
picturesque journey; thanks Google… There was 

a fair amount of dirt and even a section winding 
up over a range that was sign-posted as 
“unsuitable for caravans” but we towed the 
5m-plate boat forward anyway. We need not have 
worried, as the road opened out eventually and we 
hit bitumen. The amazing thing were the number 
of deserted hamlets we came across. Time and 
time again we stopped at railway crossing stop 
signs only to discover the tracks were overgrown 
after years of disuse; no surprise then why so rural 
villages, with their timber and fibro houses, 
community halls and corrugated iron farm sheds 
stood empty beside the tracks.

Coming over the hill we were greeted with the 
sight of green lawns, picnic shelters and a really 
handy little concrete boat ramp tucked in behind 
a rocky point, with only one car in the car park.  
The mobiles scored a network out in the basin, so 
we were able to check in with the loved-ones to 
report our safe arrival before heading off into a 
reception-free haven, which for some maybe the 
key to a peaceful fishing holiday.

To be honest, the first day was a fishless 
one. We threw bass lures at stacks of timber 

“When we arrived back 
at camp with our new 
jigheads and plastics, we 
felt on top of the world.”
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and got a few tentative bumps. We found a 
beautiful sheltered bay that had a healthy 
population of lilies, but didn’t raise a ‘toga, 
and we were scratching our heads. To add 
insult to injury a couple of guys turned up in a 
tinnie and we counted nine bass between them 
in about 45 minutes. Long-distance 
copycatting wasn’t that effective, but we did 
what we could… Long casts and slow retrieves 
with spinnerbaits, vibes and plastic divers. The 
only definitive hook-up came when my kelpie 
decided to go punk and opted for a spinnerbait 
piercing in her left ear! I’m sure she’s now a 
firm advocate for barbless hooks!

About mid-morning a fibreglass bass boat 
appeared, or more correctly, its rooster tail of 
spraying water appeared, and these guys met with 
the bass Gods before doing a lap of the lilies. 
Then they started catch bass as well. We had no 
idea what was going on, but as they came close it 
was obvious they were throwing soft plastics on 
light spin gear, and throwing them along way, 
with little regard to structure. 

I couldn’t help myself as my angling mojo had 
all but shrivelled to the size of a pinhead, and 
was in danger of a cardiac arrest, so out it went: 
“How are you guys catching those fish, we can’t 
catch anything”? 

“Heavy jig heads and plastics, mate,” was the reply. 
“How heavy is heavy”? I was on a 

questioning mission. 
“Snapper-size,” and then came the gold, “Stop 

in at the house later and we’ll tell you what to do”.
As it turned out, we did stop in and we ended 

up having a great time. These we fair dinkum 
anglers who'd travelled north to fish the dam 
using Matthew Mott as a guide - hence the bass 
bullet boat! They were great guys; we shared a few 
beers and told stories and learnt how to catch 
these dam bass. I thought my leg was being pulled 
when snapper-sized plastics were mentioned. I had 
no experience catching bass that were schooling in 
mid-water in the middle of a dam, and if the truth 
be told, I didn’t find the idea too appealing 
anyway. I’m a river fisherman who's used to 
launching a kayak through bush, shooting rapids 
and casting at snags, so this was all new to me. We 
ended up buying some ½ oz and 3/8th oz jigheads 
and a few packets of Slider 3-inch grubs out of 
their mobile tackle shop, and enjoyed the sights of 
the Cania escapement as we drove back to camp. 

When we arrived back at camp with our new 
jigheads and plastics, we felt on top of the world 
and that success on the morrow was assured, and 
as it turned out, it was. Whilst it wasn’t daybreak, 
the day was early and we were the first boat out on 
the water. Rather than bolting to where we saw 
the action the previous day, which we felt would 
be rude, we opted to find our own fish. If you’ve 
ever had your hopes dashed, you’ll appreciate the 
feeling we had when a solid red image of fish lit 
up the sonar screen after only 10 minutes of 
looking. The fish looked like we were told bass 
schools should appear, and were holding at the 20 
foot mark, which is where we were told they 
should be. I had a small threadline on board and 
that’s what I used. Brett was better prepared than 
I was and he landed our first bass. The idea was to 
throw long and count the plastic down to the 
required depth before slow-rolling it back. What 
followed was a steady stream of bass in the high 
30-40 cm range and to say we were stoked would 
be a massive understatement; it was grommet days 
all over again with hooks and laughter issuing 
forth with regularity. Here we were on a beautiful 
piece of water doing battle with good fish on 6lb 
line, and catching more fish than we often do in 
our local rivers.

We found bass all over the place, although they 
did seem to prefer to sit wide of grassy points 
much of the time, which is no surprise when you 
consider that barramundi and Murray cod do 
likewise in dams. We did catch a few in timbered 
areas using the same technique, but they did seem 
to prefer the more open areas much of the time. 

The wind was still making its presence felt, so 
by mid-morning it was easier to fish semi-
sheltered locations. Although an electric with a 
GPS autopilot would have overcome that with 
ease. At one point I boated a bass sporting a 
plastic tag. On the way back the ramp, Brett 
called in and spoke to Dr Bill Sawynok, a 

FACT BOX 
CANIA DAM – WHERE TO STAY
Should you wish to visit, there are three 
accommodation options at Cania. There’s a 
cottage overlooking the dam that's 
available for rent, and that’s where I’d be 
staying if there were a few of us. About 
5km back from the dam is the BIG4 Cania 
Holiday Park, whilst 2 km further out you’ll 
find the Cania Gorge Tourist Retreat. Both 
offer cabins, powered and unpowered 
sites amidst sweeping lawns and bushland. 
We stayed at the Tourist Retreat and were 
made very welcome, even with our two 
dogs. They set us up beside the camp 
kitchen and as we had it almost to 
ourselves, the facilities made life so easy.

We met some characters, most memora-
bly Steve, a bourbon distiller with a 
passionate love of farm machinery. He 
found it hard to digest that we preferred to 
stay on the dam than join him on a visit to 
his mate’s place to see his new tractor, 
however he came over every evening to 
chat fishing and machinery and share his 
home “brew”. 
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ABOVE: Cania Dam offers 
fishos a great spot for chasing 
good sized bass and saratoga 
in an idealic location. 

LEFT: That’s not a sea 
monster; it’s Dave enjoying 
a dip while recovering a 
snagged lure.

OPPOSITE: An average bass 
falls to a spinnerbait.
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well-known fisheries researcher, who after tracking the fish told us it was 
tagged in the dam in 2013 at 29cm and had grown 5 cm in the following 
three years. That's slower than I would have thought. 

That afternoon Brett opted for a siesta so I headed to the dam in search of a 
saratoga. I found a heavily timbered bay not far from the ramp and set to work. 
Spinnerbaits and surface lures are popular and green seems to be the colour a lot 
of anglers use, so I tried both. I had a ball enjoying the serenity and the wildlife 
all the while looking for the tell-tale surface “sucks” from feeding 'togas. I didn’t 
see any, but with a rod in my hand under a pink sky I felt that I was in a special 
place. I had two fish roll at my spinnerbait during the afternoon and was on 
alert the whole time; I felt at home casting lures at timber.

The next morning we were back out on the bass. It was similar to the day 
before and just as much fun. We crossed paths with the other fellas and they 
were cleaning up, so it was a bunch of happy campers out on the water that day.

We still had unfinished saratoga business and off we went. First stop was 
the timbered bay that I’d fished the previous afternoon, but we didn’t raise a 
fish. From there we headed to the lily bay that Mr Mott had fished on day 
one, but again no luck. We knew they were out there and that the lads had 
been scoring a couple each morning, and that some of them were big, up 
around the 70cm mark and one much, much bigger. The next stop looked 
ok. There were lilies dotted throughout the timber. The further in we went 
the better the area looked; more timber and many more lillies, which to our 
untrained eyes was ‘toga paradise. 

I’d cast past the edge of a likely looking stand of submerged scrub when 
just as my spinnerbait came next to the branches it stopped and I was on. 
The fight was massive as the fish was a small one, but they are experts at 
throwing hooks, so my heart was in my mouth the whole time. We landed it 
and with it, ticked a box. We’d caught a ‘toga!

The trip home was painless and surprisingly quick. We headed to Gympie 
from Cania and then the Bruce Hwy and pacific Hwy. Apart from a lengthy 
delay when a truck ended up in a gully, we experienced smooth sailing through 
to Coffs Harbour and home. If dogs could talk, they’d tell you that Cania dam 
was their favourite destination, and like us, they plan on returning soon! 

There’s no doubt Cania is the sweetest dam I’ve ever fished, and for me, 
being able to catch lots of bass and a saratoga or two is more fun than 
putting in a 1000 casts for a barramundi. ●

This tag revealed a surprisingly slow 
growth rate of Cania Dam bass. 
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The Abrolhos Islands, off 
the coast of Geraldton  

in Western Australia, is an 
expansive fishery with  

a diverse range of species 
and endless opportunities 

to explore.

THE OLD 
COAST

By Scott Thomas
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These drop-offs provided 
non-stop fun for coral trout.
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THIS PAGE: These coral 
cod are suckers for a well-
presented plastic.

OPPOSITE CLOCKWISE: 
Curtis Waterman with a 
nice size snapper; Tim 
Carter witha  mackerel 
trolled up on the MAX 190; 
Everyone loves squid and 
these didn’t go to waste!
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T
HE Abrolhos is a series of low lying 
islands off WA with a diverse range of 
fish species on tap. Outside of fishing 
circles, the area is best known for its 

Batavia shipwreck and the brutal story behind 
the sinister series of events.

Western Australia’s coastline is littered with 
shipwrecks and stories of these early explorers 
reveal just how unforgiving this place can be. 
Not a lot has changed. It’s a coastline that 
inspires exploration and deserves respect. The 
ruggedness and isolation of this coast reeks of 
new fishing discoveries and an abundance and 
variety of fish.

The Islands lie about 60km off the coast off 
Geraldton, WA. That’s about four hours drive 
north of Perth.

Anyone who has flown over WA’s coastline 
understands the extent of its vast rugged coastline 
and dreams of fishing areas like the Abrolhos.

GETTING THERE
In most cases it’s a bumpy run to the islands and a 
larger boat is the safer and more comfortable 
option. It’s a windy part of the world; most 
months of the year are unfishable. And that’s one 
reason, and its distance from the mainland, which 
makes the Abrolhos such a fishy destination.

Halco Tackle managing director Ben Patrick 
has been visiting the Islands all of his life. At 
one point his kids even went to the school on 
one of the islands while the family lived on the 
boat. That’s right, one of the tiny low lying 
Islands literally in the middle of the ocean 
once had a school. The same Island, Pigeon, 
still has a pub, a great place to stop for a drink, 
break up the trip at sea and chat to some cray 
fishermen about life on the island.

We jumped onboard Ben’s f ly bridge cruiser 
at Geraldton and made a quick departure for 
the islands. It was blowing about 30 knots. 

After a couple of bumpy hours at sea we 
spotted the islands and began searching for 
some suitable water. We dropped back some 
140 Laser Pros and trolled around some 
shallow bommies and it didn’t take long for a 
couple of coral trout to grab the lures and were 
quickly dispatched for that night’s dinner. 

COLD WATER SPECIES
In last month's Fisho I wrote a story about 
Hervey Bay’s crossover fishery; the Abrolhos is 
similar with a few unique differences. It’s hard 
to beat this type of fishing; the abundance of 
cold and warm water species adds an extra 
spark to a destination.

For example, snapper are a popular species in 
the area and we found good numbers of them 
across some sheltered bommies while avoiding 
the wind. Halco Madeyes in 5” and 7” and Flick 
Sticks in 5 and 8” did the damage and accounted 
for plenty of small to average size snapper. Light 
jigs also worked a treat on the pannies.

Another cold water species worth chasing at 
the Abrolhos is tailor, big tailor.

Ben anchored the big 
boat at dawn and we 
piled into the inf latable 
tender. After a mile or 
so of ultra shallow water 
and a few close calls 
with coral, we landed 
on the beach and 
continued on foot.

The shoreline here 
was littered with an 
abundance of f lotsam 
and jetsam, mostly old 
nets, commercial 
fishing gear and 
wreckage from lost 
boats.

After a short walk, long rods, around 10 
foot, were rigged with Halco Twisties and 
C-Gars and were hurled into the wash. Within 
seconds, big tailor smashed pretty much 
anything thrown at them. Coming from NSW 
meant seeing “average” tailor of this calibre 
was a real eye opener. The action was short 
lived, but we had a ball landing a bunch of big 
choppers. One of the fellas even landed a 
baldchin groper amongst the big tailor.

The big expanse of shallow water between 
our inf latable and big boat looked fishy. It 
reminded me of similar coral covered f lats in 
Hawaii that hold bonefish. Who knows, with 
some more exploration expansive f lats like 
these, and many others, could reveal 
themselves as new fisheries for exotic fish like 
bonefish or permit.

OFFSHORE
Up until now we hugged the islands taking 
shelter from the relentless wind. 30 knots day 
and night isn’t favourable fishing conditions, 
but it isn't unusual in these parts. To make 



74    fishingworld.com.au | November 2017DESTINATIONS: ABROLHOS ISLANDS, WA



matters worse, the winds pushed cold dirty 
water into our fishing grounds making targets 
like mackerel unreliable.

Regardless of the conditions, we fished 
hard. We made the call and left the shelter of 
the islands pointing the boat towards a 
prominent point where good numbers of 
mackerel usually hold.

Heavy spin outfits were rigged 
with Laser Pros and MAX 190 
lures. The MAXs are great for 
travelling from spot-to-spot. With a 
20 knot trolling speed it meant 
there was a lure in the water at all 
times, really maximising our 
opportunities.

The big single hook rigged 
MAX did the trick, hooking a 
nice Spaniard for Halco’s 
marketing manager Tim Carter.

MIXED SPECIES
Over the next couple of days we switched 
between offshore trolling and jigging, and the 
shallow, sheltered water. The shallow bommies 
produced a number of ooglies and a few tasty 
critters. Baldchin groper were a welcome 
capture and came up nicely crumbed and 
served with a cold ale. Likewise, squid were 
here in good numbers and also made a tasty 
meal!

Shallow water f lats and bommies provided an 
opportunity to escape the wind and target coral 
trout. Casting the Trembler 70XS or a plastic 
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LEFT: Hooked 
up to a solid 
Spaniard.

RIGHT: US-based 
Sport Fishing 
magazine editor-
in-chief Doug 
Olander eyes off a 
baldchin groper.

across the top of the bommie resulted in 
consistent hook ups on trout. While the 
offshore grounds were tough, these great little 
sport fish kept spirits high and provided a great 
opportunity to test the soon-to-be-released 
lures. On that note, the Trembler 70XS is since 
proving itself as a super versatile lure with 
tough hooks and an enticing slim profile.

Meanwhile, offshore remained a challenge. 
We went further afield hoping to find cleaner 
water. The target was dhufish, an iconic 
Western Australian species. Unfortunately as 
much as we tried, these fish eluded us. We 
did however hook a couple of mackerel and 
an “unstoppable” which grabbed the 190 
MAX offshore.

TACKLE TESTING
The trip took place not long before Europe, 
America and Australia’s major tackle trade 

“We made the call and left the 
shelter of the islands pointing 
the boat towards a prominent 
point where good numbers of 
mackerel usually hold.”
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shows. Halco had a range of new lures 
onboard which were to be released at the 
show and needed testing. At one point, Ben 
found a stretch of shallow water, looked 
around for tiger sharks, then jumped in with 
a snorkel and camera to test the new 
Trembler 70XS. This says a lot about 
Halco’s solid reputation as a lure maker 
when the boss jumps overboard to test is 
own lures!

OPPORTUNITIES
As mentioned above, extreme conditions mean the 
Abrolhos is only fishable at certain times of the 
year. Ben and Tim reckon the autumn months are 
best and offer the most stable weather and 
therefore more fishing opportunities.

There are 122 islands spanning three groups. 
The distance from top to bottom is about 
90km. Add to this the endless amounts of 
bommies and reef and you have an enormous 

area to explore. Most people, like Ben, who’ve 
been fishing these parts their entire life are still 
discovering new areas and overcoming 
challenges that come with it. The average fisho 
won’t even scratch the surface when it comes to 
the fishing opportunities.

Five days of fishing in some challenging 
conditions was a real adventure. While we didn’t 
catch cricket scores of fish, we had a ball 
catching such a unique variety of southern and 
northern species. And while it was tough 
offshore, the fact that the Abrolhos offers an 
abundance of protected fishable water is 
testament to the fantastic fishing this area offers. 
We still caught a bunch of snapper, coral trout, 
tailor and plenty of other fish in these protected 
reef areas. Great fishing by any standards.

Fishing aside, the islands themselves are a 
major drawcard and attract many tourists each 
year. History buffs can dive on the Batavia 
wreck and visit the nearby islands where this 
early Australian history took place.

The islands are mostly frequented by seasonal 
cray fishermen. Many of these low lying 
settlements house the fishermen in colourful 
shacks an that itself is an interesting feature and 
really unique for this East Coaster. ●

Halco managing director 
Ben Patrick looks pleased 
with this nice tailor caught 
off the stones.
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Simrad is one of the big players of global 
marine electronics, and has been at the 
forefront of integrated navigation systems  
for quite some time. The company was 
originally founded back in 1946 in Norway, 
and is now part of the Navico group of 
companies when Simrad and Lowrance 
merged about a decade ago. 

I've been running a Simrad NSE8 on my 
5.8m Formosa since I bought my boat five 
years ago. The NSE8 has been a fantastic unit 
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REVIEW: SIMRAD NSS EVO3
Jamie offers his first impressions on the new NSS Evo3, 

the latest from marine electronics brand Simrad. 

By Jamie Crawford
– reliable and accurate - but as happens with 
electronics in general, yesterday’s technology is 
quickly updated and improved.

I had the opportunity this year to upgrade 
my old NSE8 for the new model NSS Evo3. 
The Evo3 supersedes the Evo2 which were 
released in 2014. If you’re familiar with the 
Evo2 you’ll know they’re a fantastic unit, so it 
was interested to see how the unit could 
possibly be improved.

The Evo3 was released in Australia in April 
2017, and I had a 12” unit fitted to my 
Formosa in June, so I’ve had 3 months of use 
so far. I’ll offer a brief rundown on the unit to 

date, but I’ll also follow up with a more 
detailed piece after extended use.

The Evo3 is a touchscreen unit integrating 
broadband sounder, structure scan technology 
and navigation into an easy to use package. 
My previous NSE was only rotary knob and 
button pad, so the step up to touchscreen has 
been awesome. And while there is a rotary 
knob dial on the Evo3, pretty well all of the 
scrolling and navigating of the screen and 
through the pages is done via the touchscreen. 

The screen is a 12” SolarMAX high 
definition display, and offers crisp images and 
high resolution, even in full-lighting when the 



sun is high overhead. I had my previous unit 
on a bracket mount on the dash, and I’ve 
managed to re-use the existing bracket for the 
new Evo3.

I also managed to keep my existing 106-77 
echo transducer from my previous unit, which 
is a 50-200kHz transducer mounted on the 
starboard side of the transom. The soundings 
of the seaf loor, even at high speed, is super-
crisp and the resolution and detail has been 
remarkable. I was scooting across the bay the 
other week at around 60km/h and the unit 
didn’t look like distorting or dropping the 
reading. The soundings of our inshore reefs 
has been really clear, and easy to differentiate 
our hard bottom from weed beds and sand. 
The new Evo3 has dual channel CHIRP 
capabilities, but because my transducer isn’t 
dedicated CHIRP, the head unit will CHIRP 
through a narrower band of frequency.

I upgraded my structure scan transducer to 
an LSS skimmer, and this has improved the 
resolution of side scan readings. I used the side 
scan in our local area recently to look for an 
old wooden vessel that was reportedly sunk in 
the past 12 months. I started sounding in 
around 16m of water over a large featureless 
bed, and I extended the range to 40m either 
side. I eventually picked up a reading right out 
on the 40m range, and managed to pass back 
over the wreck to get some really good 
soundings. There were no snapper holding on 
the wreck, but we’ll keep checking now we 
know where the wreck lies.

I loaded Navionics as the chartography, 
which offers detailed maps of our coastline. 
Transferring all of my marks from my old unit 
to the new Evo3 was super-easy, and being able 
to zoom into the chart using your fingers is so 
much quicker and easier than zooming in with 
the rotary knob as on my previous unit. I have 
a number of screen displays saved on the unit, 
but I use a split-screen with chart of the left 
and echo on the right as my default display.

The Evo3 has NMEA 2000 connectivity, so 
while we had the f loor up, we ran wiring to 
my Suzuki to integrate the motor through the 
Simrad. I’m still waiting to install the 
interface on the Suzuki to relay the fuel burn 
and efficiency through to the unit, but this 
will be valuable information once connected, 
and I’ll be able to rearrange the screen further 
to accommodate digital gauges and 
instruments. The unit allows you to customise 
the display to suit your needs.

The Evo3 is also compatible with radar and 
auto pilot as further plug-in options, which I 
doubt I’ll need on my vessel. 

Stay tuned for a follow-up review in an 
upcoming edition of Fisho. ●
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LEFT TOP TO BOTTOM: 
Travelling at speed; A 
wreck in 16m water 
on echo; The same 
wreck in 16m water 
StructureScan; The new 
Simrad Evo3 integrated 
broadband sounder.

OPPOSITE: The Evo3 
makes finding structure 
easier and helps to catch 
deeper water fish such as 
this SA red snapper.



Trojan Boot Buddy
EVERY angler would have at some time or other had an issue with trudging mud 
and sand into the car and pushing it into the carpet. Cleaning it afterwards 
can be a pain in the neck. The Trojan Boot Buddy will help you keep 
the car interior clean by removing dirt, sand, mud and clay before 
you step foot in your car.  Even stubborn mud can be left behind 
using the tough alloy scraper or thick bristles. 

Constructed from black powder coated 
aluminium, the Boot Buddy is an easy 
DIY assembly…just a few bolts 
and it’s done. There is no 
need to remove your 
tow-ball as it 
assembles around 
the existing mount. 
The inclusion of the 
adapter plate means that it 
will fit most mounts on the market. 

Perfect for the fisho or boatie, the 
Trojan Boot Buddy is $69.99 and available 
through major automotive retailers.

Boating
Bits

80    fishingworld.com.au | November 2017BOATING BITS

Haines Signature unveils 788SF 
ONE of the largest legally trailerable boats in 
Australia is here with the release of the 
Haines Signature 788SF.

According to the manufacturers, the 788SF 
is a formidable bluewater fishing machine 
that’s an impressive addition to the iconic, 
Australian-built, Haines Signature range.

Designed with the offshore sport fisher in 
mind, the boat is well suited to tackle the 
open waters with its 500L fuel tank, stainless 
steel finishes, big screen electronics and a 
transom rating up to 400hp (single). Overall 
the the 788SF is a well-equipped and stylish 
fishing boat.

The prototype model on show featured a 
centre console configuration with full 
composite (Thermalite) construction and 
was powered by two of Suzuki’s mammoth 
350hp outboards.

John Haines of The Haines Group believes 
the legally trailerable 788SF will rival the 
current crop of challengers in the offshore 
fishing boat category.

“There’s nothing out there on the market 
quite like the 788SF at the moment and we feel 
it satisfies the needs of a number of different 
types of customers, but serious fishos will 
appreciate its sheer size and functional 
casting space combined with its towability 
and impressive performance capabilities,” 
said Haines.

The 788SF is priced from $149,000 for a 
boat, motor, trailer package (with Suzuki 
DF250APXX, Dunbier alloy trailer and 
features, as standard) and is available to 
order now, with first deliveries expected 
later this year.
More info at signatureboats.com.

Garmin reaches out
OFFERING global coverage via the Iridium 
satellite network, Garmin’s inReach SE+ and 
inReach Explorer+ units can send and receive 
text messages with any mobile phone, email 
address or another inReach device, so users 
can be outside of mobile/radio range and still 
keep family and friends up to date with their trip 
and expected return home.

The inReach SE+ and inReach Explorer+ also 
have an interactive SOS, which triggers an 
emergency response from GEOS, the 24/7 
search and rescue monitoring centre. After the 
SOS is received, inReach users are then able to 
communicate back and forth with GEOS about 
the nature of the emergency, and receive 
confirmation when help is on the way.

inReach devices are impact resistant and 
have an IPX7 water rating. A built-in high-
sensitivity GPS provides basic navigation, 
location and tracking data and the inReach 
Explorer+ adds more navigation options like 
preloaded DeLorme topographic maps, built-in 
digital compass, barometric altimeter and 
accelerometer to help you maintain accurate 
bearings anywhere on or off the beaten track.
More info at  
https://explore.garmin.com/en-AU/inreach/



When
Sunday 10 December 2017, from 9am until 4pm.

Where
Eastbank Conference Centre,
70 Welsford St, Shepparton.

Registration
Seats are free. Registering helps us plan catering 
that will include lunch and refreshments. 
Visit: www.vfa.vic.gov.au/codference2017  

• Record native fish stocking in Victoria
• Keynote address from Steve Starling 
• Flagship native fisheries and how we got there
• John Cahill on Cod Culture
• Marc Ainsworth on native fishing lessons hard earned
• Robbie Alexander on fishing the Ovens River 
• How fishing licence fees contribute
• Native fish habitat 
• Koi herpes and carp update

We’ll also outline how the State Government  
is investing a record $46 million into its  
Target One Million plan to grow participation 
and get more people fishing, more often.

MURRAY 
CODFERENCE

Come along to our 2nd conference about 
Murray cod and native fish to hear about:

FREE EVENT

Authorised by the Victorian Government, 1 Treasury Place, Melbourne
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QWhy do some fish float when we catch them from deep water, 
even though they’re not deep hooked? 

Amy via e-mail

AThe fish may be suffering a condition called Barotrauma. Some fish are more susceptible to 
this than others. Fish that you have caught suffering this are most likely to have a low 

survival rate if they are being released. There is several ways to prevent or alleviate this problem: 
1. Try to bring the fish slowly to the surface so they can adjust to the changing water pressure;
2. Using a release weight may aid fish being released to get back down with some chance of survival;
3. Limit your catch to what is needed only then move to shallower spots or fish for other species;
4. Use larger hooks, preferably circle to prevent hooking smaller fish which will be unwanted. It is 

unfortunate situation of fishing deep water but impact can be minimalised and you still can enjoy 
some great fishing.

With Chris Cleaver

QWhy are Bananas unlucky when fishing? 
Sam e-mail

AThis is an old “myth” that has been around since the first fleet 
arrived in Australia. Bananas tend to spoil or go rotten quite quickly 

and easily and then would ruin all the other fruit stored with it then the 
crewed would go hungry. This further lend to a lack of Vitamin C and in 
extreme cases the disease scurvy, so bananas were found to be at blame 
and deemed “unlucky” while at sea. This has then carried on throughout 
the years and been adopted to fishing in general, I find it hard to 
determine how they would be unlucky. That said, there are no bananas on 
my boat and I strongly suggest if fishing on someone else’s boat, do not 
take them. If fishing on your own, I’ll leave it to you, but there is no real 
evidence to suggest it will ruin your fishing day.

Fish like bream are often 
found to be surprisingly old.

QHow can you tell how old 
a fish is? 

Curtis e-mail

AThe most common way that scientist 
age a fish is by counting growth rings 

on the otoliths or ear bones. Teeth, spines 
and jaw structure are a few other ways but 
ear bones are the most common way in 
science. For yourself to determine the age it 
is a little harder, most people can make an 
educated guess on age from the length of 
fish. Some tables for certain species can be 
found on various websites however they are 
just a guide as fish of same lengths in some 
species can vary greatly in age due to growth 
rates availability of food and water quality.rates availability of food and 

y 
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KEY FEATURES:
1 SUZUKI DUAL LOUVER SYSTEM

The DF350A is equipped with a double louver at the air intake to 
remove water from the air taken into cowl. Incorporating a direct 
intake system, Suzuki’s dual louvre system contributes to higher 
engine output.

2 SUZUKI PRECISION CONTROL
  

Our sophisticated drive-by-wire system eliminates the friction and 
resistance of mechanical control cables. This gives smooth, precise 
control with crisp, immediate shifting, particularly at low revs and 

dual stations. Combined with our Lean Burn Control System, it 

3 LEAN BURN

according to operating conditions, then delivers the optimum 
fuel/air mixture to the engine. The system is designed to save 
fuel both at low speeds and up into the cruising range.

4  SUZUKI DUAL PROP SYSTEM
into propulsion under water. Its high speed gear case cuts down 

exceptional stability.



Grin and Win!

1 2
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4
5

Each month five lucky junior fishos are selected as worthy winners from 
the entries and kitted out with a cool Shimano DVD and cap! So keep 
those Grin and Win entries coming in for your chance to win!

Matthew Beal with a 48cm redfin 
caught at Launceston in Tasmania.

11-year-old Ethan 
Benson with a black 
tip reef shark caught 
at Warroona Station 
in Westen Australia. 
It was his biggest 
capture of the trip!

Six-year-old Miranda caught her 
first redfin and felt pretty chuffed 
as she outfished her two brothers!

Jesse Holton who 
just turned seven 
with a nice squid 
caught from a tinny. 

Fourteen-
year-old Bruce 
Burnett caught 
his first big 
jewfish on a 
live squid at the 
mouth of the East 
Alligator River in 
the Top End.

WIN BIG! 
SEND YOUR DIGITAL PHOTOS 

AND A DESCRIPTION OF 
YOUR CATCH TO PICTURES@

FISHO.COM.AU FOR YOUR 
CHANCE TO WIN. 

Each month we will select five 
lucky winners for our Grin & Win 
section. Grin & Win winners will 
each receive a cool Shimano  
cap and Squidgy DVD!

E-mail your entry and contact 
details to: pictures@fisho.com.au
Please include your name and 
age and details of your catch. 
Also provide a postal address so 
winners can receive their prize.  
Good luck!

Visit the Shimano Junior Anglers’ 
website at www.shimanofish.com.au
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FULL THROTTLE TOWARDS

THE FISHING GROUNDS.

ONCE THERE...OH YEAH.

GPSMAP® 1022xsv & 1222xsv

10” PROGAMMABLE
HOT KEYS CHIRP SONAR + CLEARVÜ + SIDEVÜ COMPATIBLE

BUILT-IN* PANOPTIX™12”OR

©2017 Garmin Ltd.
*Transducer sold separately.



ABOVE: During 
the middle 
of the day, 
concentrate 
your efforts 
around deeper 
water for 
species such as 
snapper.

RIGHT: A nice 
flathead caught 
in shallow 
water on an 
overcast day.
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FISH ALL DAY
While early mornings and evenings are often best, fishing 

during the day can be equally productive, as Sami explains. 

With Sami Omari

I love fishing early mornings and late 
afternoons, however, commitments 
and other circumstances can often 

lead to the only available fishing window being the 
middle of the day. Over the years I’ve spent many 
hours on the hard fished waters around Sydney 
with the sun blaring directly overhead, and whilst 
it’s not ideal to fish during the middle of the day, 
there are still plenty of fish to be found. I don’t balk 
at fishing with the sun high in the sky these days 
and take every opportunity I can to be on the 
water, with the following pointers guiding me if 
going for a fish around lunch time.

FISH DEEPER
During the middle of a bright sunny day, 
underwater visibility approaches peak levels. As you 
get deeper, light levels start to fall away and many 
fish will seek cover in the depths, especially around 
any submerged structure. Snapper fishing the 
shallows off Sydney is generally an early morning 
or later afternoon affair, but the deeper water can 
fire at any time of day and is the perfect option for 
a lunchtime trip. Similarly, I’ll often sound and 
target mulloway in the shallows at night, while the 
deeper channels and holes become the location of 
choice when fishing during the day. 

OVERCAST DAYS AND SHADY BANKS
Fishing on an overcast day with lower levels of light 
can mimic an early morning or late afternoon 
session. Surface fish seem to stay up for longer 
while the flats and middling depth locations seem 
to hold fish across the day. On cloudy days I like to 
fish the fringes of the shallows in water depths 
where I just lose sight of the bottom with the 5-8m 
depth range coming to life in my local estuaries 
when overcast. Any overhanging trees, mangroves 
or man-made structure along a stretch of shoreline 
that cast a shadow into the water can be dynamite 
fishing spots during the middle of the day. Flicking 
unweighted live baits such as nippers and black 
crabs beneath wharves and overhanging mangroves 
is a great way to catch a solid bag of fish with the 
sun beaming down overhead. 

USER NATURAL COLOURS 
I always prefer to use natural coloured lures during 
the middle of the day, especially in the relatively clear 
and shallow southern estuaries I frequent. I’ve tried 

THE FISHING SCHOOL



multiple experiments with identical profiles 
of soft plastic in various colours for flathead 
and find that natural colours will generally 
out fish anything vibrant by about 3:1. The 
fish become less selective if the water 
becomes discoloured due to rain, bad 
weather however my first choice is a natural 
colour on a bright sunny day. 

DON’T GIVE FISH TIME TO THINK
Lure fishing for bream and flathead the 
flats in Sydney Harbour has taught me a great deal 
over the years and what I’ve found interesting is 
that finesse and fishing with subtlety can 
sometimes give the fish too much time to think.  
A more aggressive retrieve or retrieving a lure 
erratically with short sharp stabs of the rod tip can 
elicit a reaction bite in fish that might otherwise be 
cautious in shallow water. One of the biggest 
flathead I have seen in the Harbour came out of a 
few feet of clear water; it annihilated a small plastic 
intermittently ripped along the bottom with rapid 
and low sweeps of the rod tip. That was the first 

fish of a quiet morning session and once we dialled 
in on the technique we revisited the barren flats 
fished earlier and landed well over a dozen or fish.

CHASE THE TIDE
The tide change creates a state of flux in a 
waterway and this in turn creates an opportunistic 
feeding window for predators. One of main things 
I look at when planning a daytime fishing trip is 
the stage of the tide along with the tide height. 
There have been many times where we’ve hit the 
water at first light chasing the morning tide for 
very little only to stick it out till the midday tide 
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PROUDLY SPONSORED BY

STORM
Fishing Lures

Brand new season 
on channel 10

Check your local guides

WANT TO GET THE 
FISHING EDGE? 

Then tune in to a brand new season 

of Lee Rayner’s Fishing Edge.

Daytime swordfish caught 
in Victoria by Lee Rayner 

on Fishing Edge

and strike pay dirt. A midday high a few 
months back saw a slow morning squid 
session turn into a red hot daytime bite 
right on the tide change. Similarly, most 
of the daytime mulloway fishing I do is 
timed to coincide with a tide change.  
A change of tide in the middle of the 
day sees the current slow with baitfish 
able to swim away from the main 
stream of current and scatter. Similarly, 
predators can roam around a waterway 

and expend less energy than they would if having 
to battle any current flow. With this in mind it 
makes sense that a tide change is the best time for 
predators to hunt; time your daytime fishing with 
a tide change and your odds of catching fish 
should improve dramatically! ●

“During the middle of a bright 
sunny day, underwater visibility 
approaches peak levels – this gives 
fish a great opportunity to take a 
good look at your bait or lure.”



CLASSIFIEDS CHARTERS & HOLIDAY GUIDE • NT, QLD & NSW
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UNIQUE, WILD AND UNTOUCHED
World Class Barramundi, Blue Water & Estuary Fishing

Renowned by many as being the top sport-fishing lodge in Australia, with 
exclusive access to fish the waters of Melville and Bathurst Islands.

Bookings essential  
www.clearwaterislandlodge.com.au 
info@clearwaterislandlodge.com.au 
P +61 8 89783783       M +6144846300 

• Reef,Deep Sea and Sport Fishing
• Swains,Samurez,Cap Bunker Group. Luxury
• 20m Cat. New V8 Scanias. Large comfortable-

and stable.
• Air conditioned and fast (cruise up to 16 knots)
• Professional crew (over 22 years experience)
• Cater for groups up to 14 people from 3 to 

10 days
• BYO and fully licenced bar
• Desalinate unit
• Trips designed to suit your requirements

SATELLITE TV INSTALLED

Ph 0427 125 727 |  Fax (07) 4972 1759 
michael@mikat.com.au

www.mikat.com.au

FISHING EXPERIENCE 
OF A LIFETIME !

Andrew Chorley – Owner/ operator 
Phone 0407627852

www.herveybaysportfishing.com.au 

Guided Lure and Fly Fishing 
• Born and Bred local guide 
• 18 ft custom sportfishing vessel 
• 14 ft estuary sportfishing vessel 
• quality fishing gear supplied 



For Information

Phone Mobile: 0404 485 006  -  Email: phil@barratours.com.au
www.barratours.com.au

Phil’s Affordable

BARRA TOURS
We arrange and include everything from your capital city 
airport to Darwin, VIP transfers to and from your Quality 

Darwin accommodation, pick up for your fi shing
safari by our professional fi shing guide, all meals

and accommodation on location.
PLUS we save you money!!!

Shady Camp, NT, April 2017

Dundee / Finniss River, NT

Thrings Creek, NT, March 2017
Swim Creek, NT, April 2017

Melville Island, NT, Oct 2016

Get off the beaten track waterways
with Phil’s barra tours

Bookings available from Now to June 2018

Daly River, NT
South Alligator River, NT

Runs from
October 

2017 to end 
of Feb 2018. 

Be in it to 
win it!!

Tommy Cut Creek, NT, April 2017



We all know that guys with no 
hair, or only a thin smattering, 
are the cool guys, and that 

younger anglers in their prime secretly want to 
be like us. But there’s another plus in the 
hairless stakes; and that’s when we don’t catch 
a fish, we don’t have any hair to pull out. This 
is lucky given that I’m in the midst of “fishless 
joy”, in fact I’m sitting on the shore of 
Copeton Dam as I type this up. I’m on my 
fourth trip to the dam, and apart from some 
massive surface hits in 2016 that didn’t 
connect, this, my third trip this winter, 
continues my run of donuts. I’ve “lucked out” 
on rising dam levels and unfavourable S.E. 
winds but with four more sessions to go on 
this trip, I remain hopeful. That’s not to say 
I’m not enjoying myself !

Copeton is a magnificent landscape for this 
coastal bloke. The drive out from Coffs 
Harbour is a beauty. Driving up to Dorrigo 
through World Heritage rainforest, 
stopping for a country pie and coffee, 
passing across the Ebor trout streams 
and then into rolling brown hills dotted 
with beef cattle and sheep; so different 
from saltwater, sand and work. I love 
the idea of camping in the cold and 
knocking ice off rod tips on really cold 
mornings. We complain by saying, 
“How bloody freezing” about 10 times 
each minute, we complain about numb 
fingers and runny noses, but then 
there’s nothing better than a steaming 
hot brewed coffee before dawn or bacon 
and eggs around the fire at about 9am. 
The anticipation is a huge factor when 
casting lures at potential “thumpers” with 
lures almost as large. Every cast has the 

possibility of being “the one”… so we try and 
keep on our toes. Even the night sky is 
amazing and we often multitask by 
competing as falling star spotters whilst 
paying attention to retrieve speeds and what’s 
happening around us. If nothing else, 
midwinter cod trips make for great stories 
when chatting back at home… although 
adding in the metre-plus cod we caught 
would be better!

But as well as being an expert in the art of 
not catching cod, I’ve developed a similar 
skill with large mulloway. After a few winters 
gaining experience with school jew, I decided 
to focus on the 20kg models of my youth. I’m 
a big believer in finding bait to find fish, so 

I’d been keeping an eye out for suitable bottle 
necks that I thought would concentrate the 
mullet during their annual run. The mullet 
search was made quite easy by a sandspit that 
narrowed the main channel just before the 
bar, so this is where I chose to fish. My 
mulloway diary tells me that I heard five and 
then three big fish attack mullet off the 
surface in the first two nights. On night 
three I hooked up and had 60lb line pouring 
off my reel for 20–30m before the head 
shaking and slugging it out started. Disaster 
in the form of a loose rock had me bum-first 
on barnacles with a jewless jew lure. The next 
night was the start of f lood rain and I was 
even more confident of success, l but it was 
not to be. With a total of 37 fishless trips I 
pulled the pin, washing my jew lures and 
putting them to bed until next year. My 
theory is that the f loodwater triggered a mass 
exodus of mullet, meaning little mullet action 
for the rest of the time. I recorded a couple of 
more surface hits but the frenetic activity 
never recurred. It was the same for the 
luderick fishermen as well, no fish after the 
f lood. So without mullet and luderick to feed 
on, I suppose the jew went elsewhere.

It's 4pm on the dam now, both the sun and 
the temperature are dropping and it’s time to 
cook dinner before the night time cod assault; 
and I’m going to break the duck tonight, I feel 
it in my waters! ●

FISHLESS JOY
A string of fishless Murray cod and mulloway trips 

has Dave pulling his hair out, or what's left of it. 
But not all is lost...

ABOVE: A post Copeton snapper session reassured Dave his mojo does still exist.
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By Dave Rae

“Mid-winter cod trips 
make for great stories 
when chatting back at 
home… although adding 
in the metre-plus cod we 
caught would be better!”



BLOWS YOUR MIND

NOT YOUR BUDGET

WWW.QUANTUMFISHING.COM.AU

Designed in the U.S.A.
Field-tested in Australia.

Find more info at:




