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The main stories…

It wasn’t all bad

A decade on, the details of Litvinenko’s killing are “still
outlandish”, said The Times. “As his death approached, he

vomited up parts of his stomach and swore to
his wife that Putin was responsible.” His body
was so radioactive that he had to be buried in
a lead-lined casket. This was an “act of state-
sponsored nuclear terrorism” on the streets of
our capital, and Moscow must pay a price.
Our response so far – summoning the Russian
ambassador for a ticking off and freezing the
(probably non-existent) UK assets of the two
suspects – is hopelessly inadequate. World
leaders can’t continue to treat Putin as “just
another head of state” when he’s ordering, or
at least giving tacit approval to, hits on his
personal enemies, said The Washington Post.
“This is not how normal states behave.”

Cameron claims we can’t be too hard on Moscow because we
need its help in Syria, said The Guardian. But Russia isn’t
helping us fight Islamic State; it’s propping up Assad. And if it
ever does decide to sideline Assad, it won’t be because we’ve
gone easy on Putin over Litvinenko. We should push for
Europe to introduce a version of America’s 2012 Magnitsky
Act, which led to asset freezes and visa bans for 28 Russian
officials complicit in the death of a crusading Russian lawyer.

Vladimir Putin “probably approved” the
killing of the exiled Russian dissident and
former KGB spy Alexander Litvinenko in
2006, a public inquiry concluded last week.
Litvinenko – who had accused the Russian
president of mafia links and paedophilia,
among other things – died after drinking
green tea laced with polonium-210 at the
Millennium Hotel in Mayfair, central London.
Sir Robert Owen, who led a year-long
investigation into the murder, concluded that
two former KGB colleagues Litvinenko had
met in the hotel bar, Andrei Lugovoi and
Dmitry Kovtun, had poisoned him, in an
operation most likely endorsed by Putin. The
two agents apparently left a trail of radiation through hotels,
aircraft, offices and restaurants during three visits to London.

David Cameron accused Moscow of an “unacceptable breach
of international law”, but stopped short of imposing
immediate sanctions, citing the need for continued Russian
help with peace efforts in Syria. The Kremlin said Owen’s
findings could “poison” the UK’s relationship with Russia,
and dismissed his report as “an orchestrated political farce”.

What happened What the editorials said

Litvinenko: buried in a lead coffin

The London tea poisoning

Are we witnessing the “death throes” of Schengen, asked the
FT. For 21 years, borderless travel has been “one of the most

visible manifestations of European unity”. But
several countries, including Germany, Sweden
and Austria, have already introduced temporary
frontier checks, and the danger now is that these
will become permanent. With refugee numbers
set to rise this summer, the EU has just a few
months to sort out its whole migration regime.
But that must not mean curbing Britain’s right
to decide for itself on migrant numbers, said
The Times. To do so would only fuel anti-EU
sentiment, and might have “a profound effect”
on the result of the coming EU referendum.

Let’s keep a “sense of proportion”, said The
Independent. The level of asylum applications in Europe is not
much higher today than during the Balkan crisis of the early
1990s, and the IMF says Europe’s economy might actually
benefit from immigration if the burden was properly shared.
Quotas may be unwelcome, but “the only choice lies between
managing these people, or ignoring them in the vain hope that
they will go away”.

The EU edged closer this week to accepting
that it might be forced to drop its prized
passport-free travel zone, as refugees
continued to flood in. Interior ministers
agreed that border controls should be
allowed within the 26-nation Schengen zone
for up to two years. Some also said
that Greece should be shut out of the zone
unless it did more to control migration:
Athens, they claimed, had failed to use the
EU cash provided to set up registration
“hotspots” for new arrivals.

In Britain, there was an angry reaction to
suggestions from Brussels that the country might be forced
to accept up to 90,000 refugees a year: under new
proposals, the EU plans to replace rules obliging refugees to
claim asylum in the first EU country they enter with an
EU-wide system of quotas. However, ministers did indicate
that the UK might be ready to take in 3,000 child refugees
who have arrived in Europe without the families.

What happened What the editorials said

Refugee numbers are set to rise

Blocking Europe’s borders

A lost Beatrix Potter story is
to be published more than a
century after it was written. The
Tale of Kitty-in-Boots features a
cat who “leads rather a double
life”, as well as many familiar
Potter characters, including a
grown-up Peter Rabbit. Written
in 1914, it was rediscovered two
years ago by publisher Jo
Hanks. She’d read a reference
to it in an old Potter biography,
and scoured the V&A’s Beatrix
Potter Collections until she
found the partly illustrated
manuscript of the story.

A pair of wartime sweethearts
are to meet again, some 70 years
after they last saw each other.
Norwood Thomas, a US
paratrooper, first met Joyce
Morris, an English nurse, by the
Thames a few months before he
parachuted into Normandy. He
hoped to marry her, but owing
to a misunderstanding (she
thought he’d found someone
else), they lost touch after the
War. Last year, however, Morris,
88, who now lives in Australia,
decided to track down her old
flame; they’ve since talked on
Skype, and next month Thomas,
93, will fly out to visit her.

In one of the more unlikely
animal pairings, a monkey
in India recently “adopted”
a stray puppy. The rhesus
macaque was seen feeding
the puppy, protecting it
from other dogs, and even
clutching it to its chest as it
leapt between trees. The
pair became an attraction in
the southern city of Erode,
where animal lovers came
to feed them. They reported
that the monkey made sure
the puppy ate first; it was
also photographed picking dirt and fleas off its coat. According to
some reports, however, the pair have since been separated, owing
to fears that the dog was being held captive.
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…and how they were covered
What next?

Russia wasn’t exactly a “model global citizen” before Litvinenko’s murder, said Brian
Whitmore in The Atlantic. A month earlier, on Putin’s birthday, the investigative journalist and
Kremlin critic Anna Politkovskaya had been gunned down in the stairwell of her Moscow
apartment block. And in 2004, the Kremlin had “brazenly interfered in Ukraine’s presidential
election”. But the killing of Litvinenko – a British citizen poisoned on British soil – marked the
moment when the Kremlin “fully went rogue”. Putin is an “unprincipled thug”, said Simon
Jenkins in The Guardian, but let’s not rush to extend the current economic sanctions against
Moscow, which have only hurt ordinary Russians. Apart from anything, it would be
hypocritical: we also kill our enemies abroad, after all, albeit with drone strikes.

You can’t put our efforts to defend ourselves from terrorists “in the same moral category” as
Litvinenko’s murder, said Dominic Lawson in The Sunday Times. The real equivalent would be
Cameron ordering ex-MI6 agents to deliver a lingering death to Lord Ashcroft as punishment
for publishing the hostile book that claimed the PM once had intimate relations with a dead
pig. If Cameron were found to have given such an order, he’d “face life imprisonment”. Yet the
UK Government, shamefully, did its best to block the inquiry into Litvinenko’s murder, only
acceding to it when Putin was in the “diplomatic doghouse” for annexing Crimea.

That this report was ever published owes much to the tenacity of Litvinenko’s widow, Marina,
said Peter Pomerantsev in Foreign Policy. The British establishment would rather have brushed
over the whole thing. In recent years, London has positioned itself as “a hub for the world’s
money, clean and dirty” – and that includes a lot of Russian money. This is very lucrative, but
Britain should remember why it is that people want to bring their money in. It’s because the UK
“has values – for instance, the rule of law – and decent security”. If London becomes “a mere
butler to the super-rich”, it won’t be so attractive. “Why put your money in a country where
your enemies can bump you off if they can afford to pay off the powers that be?”

What the commentators said
France is seeking a swift end
to international sanctions on
Russia over its role in the
Ukrainian conflict, reports
The Times. Paris believes
the Minsk agreement to end
that crisis could be fully
implemented within months,
paving the way for sanctions
to be lifted in the summer.

Putin had better hope so, says
the FT. The combination of
sanctions and the plunge in
oil prices is strangling
Russia’s economy and badly
eroding people’s living
standards, leaving his “lofty
ratings” vulnerable. An
easing of sanctions would
take some of the pressure off,
but “the only long-term
answer to Russia’s woes is
sweeping structural reforms
to liberalise the economy and
strengthen the rule of law”.

What next?
“If 2015 was an annus horribilis for the continent of Europe, 2016 will be even tougher,” said
Guy Verhofstadt in The Independent on Sunday. There’s no sign of peace in Syria, and Turkey
is doing little to stem the flow of refugees despite the promise of $3bn from the EU in return for
limiting numbers. Small wonder that France’s Prime Minister Manuel Valls last week warned
that the whole future of “the European project” is now in jeopardy. What’s more, EU leaders
have failed to come up with any strategies for dealing with those migrants already here. A
scheme to ensure that all member states took their fair share has so far succeeded in
“relocating” just 331. Worse may indeed follow, said Tracy McVeigh in The Observer.
Increasingly, men who have reached Europe are sending for their wives and families, swelling
the figures on the “migrant trails”. Despite a harsh winter, the first three weeks of January saw
some 37,000 reach Europe; roughly ten times the total for the same period last year.

That’s one good reason for David Cameron to call his EU referendum as soon as possible, said
Timothy Garton Ash in The Guardian. Polls suggest that more than half of voters believe
“control of borders” should be his priority in renegotiating Britain’s place in Europe. And if
“every summer day brings reports of Syrian refugees turning up at Calais, there will be a strong
temptation to say: ‘Pull up the drawbridge at Dover’”. But it’s not too late to “think creatively”,
said Gideon Rachman in the FT. Here’s my solution. Greece should seal its northern border to
check the flow of migrants. In return, a grateful Germany should approve a “massive write-
down of Greek debt” and financial aid. Any refugees would then be housed in EU-run camps
on Greek islands, pending their return to their home countries once peace is restored. Far-
fetched? Not really: in fact something similar is under consideration in Brussels. No doubt there
will be “practical, moral and legal problems”, but “ I have yet to hear a better idea”.

What the commentators said
An EU summit next month
will consider proposals for
the new migrant quota
system, which looks sure to
face fierce opposition not
only from Britain but also
from many countries in
Eastern Europe.

Reports from Brussels say
EU Council President
Donald Tusk is now
completing the draft text
of a deal that the EU will
offer Britain to keep it in
Europe. The document
should be published next
week. Cameron hopes a
final agreement can then
be reached at next
month’s summit, paving
the way for a referendum,
possibly in late June.

Travelling around the Highlands, the journalist Ben Judah visited the
SNP’s anti-monument, The Emigrants, in the Northeast. Dedicated to
those driven out of the hills by the Duke of Sutherland, it is part of a

“new popular mythology” which has at its heart not Britishness – as in the old mythology – but the
Clearances. “It is Scotland reimagined as a second Ireland, England’s victim, not England’s partner.”

All over the Highlands, Judah writes in Standpoint, “this past [is] triumphant in people’s heads, one
that views the sporting estates as historically illegitimate”. Long bottled-up frustration has released
something a little utopian. There are dreamers everywhere. Take the small town of Aviemore, which
used to be as unpolitical a place as you could imagine. Since the referendum, SNP membership in
Aviemore has gone up from 60 to more than 260: the SNP there is now an “evangelical little world”
with a book club, fundraisers, fetes and trips to the party conference. The passion it inspires fills the
void faith used to occupy. Kirk attendance has been in decline for years; the “social knitting” the SNP
has created is a precious substitute. If the party leadership isn’t radical enough on land reform, says
an office manager, “we’ll push Nicola to go tougher”. What’s interesting, as Judah says, is that “this
sudden, much longed-for movement” is no longer something the SNP really controls. How long the
feeling will persist is impossible to know, but it seems likely that if there were
another referendum today, the SNP and its fervent followers would win it.
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Controversy of the week

Google’s sweet deal
Whoever said you can’t escape death or taxes clearly hadn’t come
across Google, said Vlad Savov on TheVerge.com. The Silicon
Valley giant has made an estimated £6bn profit in the UK (by far
its biggest foreign market) over the past ten years, most of it from
online advertising. Yet so skilful has it been at manipulating inter-
national tax arrangements, a mere fraction of that sum has reached
HM Treasury; its effective tax rate seems to have been 2.5%. Last
week, HMRC clawed back a little by getting Google to pony up a
further £130m, a deal hailed by George Osborne as “a major
success”. It was anything but, said Nic Fildes in The Times. For
Google, coughing up £13m a year over the next decade is “chicken
feed”: in fact, it’s about what it spends each year on chicken meat
for its staff canteens. “Derisory” is how Boris Johnson, Osborne’s
rival in the battle to succeed Cameron, described the settlement. As
tax expert Richard Murphy put it, HMRC has, as usual, “rolled over and had its tummy tickled by a
major corporation in exchange for a tax payment way below anything we should have expected”.

Here we go, the usual anti-business rant, said Fraser Nelson in The Spectator. Why can’t the moaners
grasp that we live in an era of tax competition and that Osborne has set corporation tax at 20% (the
lowest rate in the G20) precisely in order to lure giants such as Google to these shores. Nor should
we blame Google for accepting the lure. It’s just playing by the rules. Twisting the rules more like,
said Nils Pratley in The Guardian. Google has got away with paying so little tax by arguing that it
has no “permanent establishment” in Britain. Odd that, seeing as how it has 2,500 staff in the UK
and – once it has built its swanky new £650m HQ in London’s King’s Cross – will soon have 5,000.
Google insists that this is irrelevant, because the actual taxable business of “booking” ads is done in
Ireland, where corporation tax is 12.5%. (Irish law also allows Google to syphon off large sums to
Bermuda, where it pays no tax at all.) However, said The Times, that tale has now been undermined
by a former Google employee who says he has given the tax man 100,000 emails showing that the
London-based staff are, in fact, involved in concluding sales deals and developing products for sale.

Other nations aren’t such a soft touch, said the FT. The French tax authorities, whose inquiries into
Google have led to dawn raids by police, have agreed a deal worth three times HMRC’s, even
though Google’s UK arm generates three times more revenue than its French one and employs four
times as many people. HMRC refuses even to explain the financial and legal basis for its sweetheart
deal, said Max Hastings in the Daily Mail. But given the “cringe-makingly cosy relationship between
Osborne, Cameron and the tech companies”, what do you expect? Don’t forget that Rachel
Whetstone, wife of Cameron’s former adviser Steve Hilton (see page 14) and a member of his
Chipping Norton set, was until last year Google’s PR chief. The PM seems to have forgotten that if
the world’s largest companies escape their rightful tax obligations, the burden falls on the rest of us.

Spirit of the age
Good week for:
Harvest mice, with news that they have been rediscovered in
the village where they were first identified by the naturalist
Gilbert White almost 250 years ago. More than 150 nests have
been found around Selborne in Hampshire. Their return is being
credited to local farmers and volunteers planting hedges and
maintaining wild strips around arable fields.
Electric car drivers, who are going to be allowed to use bus
lanes in eight towns and cities as part of a new campaign to
encourage the take-up of low-emission vehicles. Depending on
the city, there will be other benefits too, such as the free use of
public parking bays, and priority at traffic lights.
Haggis, which has conquered England and could soon be
heading for the US. Edinburgh firm Macsween says its sales have
gone up from 235 tons a year in 1996 to 1,554 tons in 2014, and
that 60% of its orders come from England. Now, the US has
indicated it will soon lift its import ban on sheep’s lung, a key
Haggis ingredient, opening up a potentially huge market there.
Around ten million US citizens claim Scottish descent.

Bad week for:
Susanne Hinte, who realised that she might have won £33m
on the lottery – only to find that she’d put the ticket in the wash.
The 48-year-old is now waiting to see whether Camelot will
accept her story, and her tattered ticket, as genuine. There’s a
chance, because the numbers are visible and Camelot has
confirmed that the ticket was bought in her home town of
Worcester. However, the date and serial number are obscured.

Charity scandal
Charity trustees who allowed
fundraisers to use
“unethical” methods were
either “not competent, or
wilfully blind”, MPs have
said. An MPs’ inquiry
detailed how some charities
had bought and sold per-
sonal data, ignored donors’
requests to stop contacting
them, and put pressure on
vulnerable people to donate.
The report was triggered by
a series of scandals, includ-
ing the suicide last year of
92-year-old Olive Cooke, who
was being bombarded with
requests to donate. MPs
warned charities to “put their
houses in order”, or face
statutory regulation.

Violent crime rise
The murder rate in England
and Wales has risen sharply
for the first time in a decade.
The 14% surge in the year to
September 2015 is thought
to reflect a rise in gang
violence, mostly in London
and Manchester. The overall
number of violent offences
rose by 27% – but this has
largely been attributed to
changes in the way police
recorded violent crimes
that do not result in injury.
The number of sexual
offences reported rose by
36% to an all-time high;
statisticians say this does not
reflect a large increase in
such attacks, but an increase
in the number of victims
deciding to come forward.

Poll watch
51% of British adults
support the Government’s
proposal to fully renew the
Trident nuclear weapons
programme. 20% oppose
any form of Trident renewal,
while 29% are in favour of
Jeremy Corbyn’s proposal
to retain the Trident
submarines but armed with
conventional warheads. In
Scotland, where the Trident
fleet is based, just 36% want
the programme to be fully
renewed, while 38% oppose
any form of renewal.
ORB/The Independent

69% of people trust their
hairdresser to tell the truth –
giving hairdressers a higher
trust rating than the police
(68%) and the clergy (67%) –
and 68% expect “the ordin-
ary person in the street” to
be honest. Politicians
remain the least trusted of
all occupations, on 21%.
Ipsos Mori/The Times

A council in east London
will use DNA analysis to
identify dog owners who fail
to clean up after their pets.
From this summer, it will be
illegal to walk a dog in parks
in Barking and Dagenham
unless the pooch’s DNA has
been tested and submitted
to a database. Faeces
samples left on streets and
in parks will be sent for
analysis, and if a match
comes up, the offending
owner will be fined £150.

Brighton College is living up
to its reputation as “Britain’s
most forward-thinking
school” by scrapping the
distinction between boys’
and girls’ uniforms to
accommodate transgender
children. Now all pupils at
the independent secondary
school can choose to wear
either dark trousers and a
blazer and tie, or a skirt
and a jacket.

“Is that HMRC? I just
thought of an amount I’d be

prepared to pay in tax”
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Calais, France
“Agitators” in the Jungle: The port of
Calais was temporarily closed last week
after hundreds of migrants, aided by
anarchist groups, stormed the quayside
and tried to board a P&O passenger ferry.
Some 35 people were reportedly arrested;
nine of them were said to be members of
the anti-capitalist No Borders Network.
According to the French police, “agitators”
from Britain and elsewhere have infiltrated
the Jungle camp, and are now supplying
migrants with chainsaws and walkie-
talkies to help them make coordinated
attacks on the port and the Eurotunnel
terminus. Saturday’s port invasion
followed an angry and sometimes violent
protest in Calais itself against the
conditions endured by the 4,000 or so
migrants encamped around the city. The
next day, local residents and business
owners staged a demonstration of their
own, to highlight the impact the crisis is
having on the local economy.

Donetsk, Ukraine
Killer swine flu: An outbreak of H1N1
swine flu has killed at least 72 people in
Ukraine – and is spreading across Eastern
Europe from St Petersburg to Armenia
and Georgia. In eastern Ukraine, the
Russian-backed rebel occupation has
made it difficult to ascertain the scale of
the problem, but the country’s intelligence
services believe that there may have been
as many as 300 swine flu deaths in the
occupied Donetsk region. Measures to
control the outbreak include the closure
of schools and the banning of some
public gatherings. In Kiev, where up to
40,000 people were expected to contract
the disease this week, many people –
including all government employees –
are wearing face masks.

Paris
Sarko’s mea culpa: France’s combative
ex-president Nicolas Sarkozy has made a
rare apology for his errors while in office,
conceding that he should have been bolder
– and more polite. In a new book, France
For Life, an account of his presidency and
a thinly veiled plea to be given another
crack at the job in 2017, Sarkozy says he
regrets not having done more to liberalise
the economy and labour market, but that
he lost the presidency because he failed to
allay voters’ concerns over immigration
and crime. And although he lays into his
successor, President Hollande, accusing
him of humiliating his ex-partner Valérie
Trierweiler, he saves his harshest criticism
for himself: Sarkozy says that when he
famously rounded on a hostile member of
the public, and told him to “sod off”, he
demeaned the office of president. Sarkozy
will face an uphill battle to recapture that
office; he is trailing his Republican rival,
Alain Juppé, by 24 points.

San Remo, Italy
Slackers face tougher times: A policeman
who became an unwitting symbol of Italy’s
allegedly work-shy culture has finally been
sacked, three months after secret cameras
filmed him clocking on for work in just his
underpants and a T-shirt, and then heading
back to bed. Alberto Muraglia, 53, was
able to punch his timecard without getting
dressed because he lives above his office, in
a council building in the Riviera town of
San Remo. He admits he was sloppily
attired, but swears that he was still on duty
and doing his job – and has vowed to
appeal against his dismissal. “One time,
dressed in his underpants, he managed to
foil a robbery,” claimed his lawyer. “He
ran out into the street, pistol in hand, and
arrested the crook.” The case has become
a symbol of the government’s campaign
against public sector fannulloni, or
slackers; it also wants to make it easier for
lazy staff to be fired in the private sector.

Rome
Grillo “missing
comedy”: The
comedian who
leads Italy’s
second-most
powerful political
party has
indicated that he
is fed up with the
life of a politician,
and is returning
to the stand-up
circuit. Beppe Grillo (pictured), who
launched the anti-establishment Five Star
Movement in 2009, said he wasn’t leaving
politics altogether, but that he needed to
step away from the front line in order to
“win back” his freedom, and unleash
his humour from the shackles of party
politics. “There was the risk of losing two
percentage points for a gag about
vegetarians,” he told an Italian newspaper.

Kalolimnos, Greece
Refugees drowned: More than 40 people
were drowned in two separate sinkings last
Friday as they tried to cross from Turkey
to the Greek islands. At least 17 children
were reported to be among the dead, many
believed to have been refugees from the
war in Syria. One boat went down close to
the island of Kalolimnos; another struck
rocks near the island of Farmakonisi.
There were around 66 survivors reported,
with an unknown number unaccounted
for. It takes the number of would-be
migrants to Europe known to have
drowned in the Aegean in the first few
weeks of the year to 113, compared with
around 800 in the whole of 2015,
according to figures compiled by the
International Organisation for Migration.
The IOM said that 37,000 refugees and
other migrants had arrived in Greece and
Italy by sea so far this year, roughly ten
times as many as by this stage in 2015.

The Hague,
Netherlands
War crimes
hearing: The
Lord’s Resistance
Army commander
Dominic Ongwen
has been in court
in The Hague,
accused of war
crimes and crimes
against humanity.

He is believed to have been abducted by
the Ugandan rebel group when he was 14,
and to have climbed its ranks under its
leader Joseph Kony. Ongwen (pictured),
40, is accused of presiding over attacks in
which countless civilians were tortured and
killed, and children were abducted for use
as killers or sex slaves. In some cases, he
allegedly ordered that captives be killed
and eaten. He handed himself in to US
forces in the Central African Republic
last year; Kony remains at large.

Catch up with daily news at www.theweek.co.uk
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La Loche, Saskatchewan
School shooting: A 17-year-old schoolboy has been charged in
connection with a mass shooting in a remote aboriginal
community in Saskatchewan. The boy – who, as a minor, cannot
be named under Canadian law – is believed to have first killed
two brothers, aged 13 and 17, at their home in La Loche, a small
lakeside town 560 miles north of the provincial capital, Regina.
He then moved on to the local school, where he allegedly shot
dead two teachers and critically injured seven other people, before
being apprehended. Canada’s gun-related murder rate is, at 0.5
per 100,000 of the population, far lower than that of the United
States (3.5 per 100,000), but still more than eight times higher
than the UK’s (0.06). And though gun controls are stricter in
Canada than in the US, guns are in wide circulation in many
rural areas, where hunting is a way of life.

New York
“Snowzilla” blows in: Tens of millions
of people across the northeastern US
faced travel chaos early this week
when one of the worst blizzards in the
region’s history brought cities and
towns to a standstill. In five states there
were snowfalls of around 3ft (91cm);
the deepest, in West Virginia, was some
3ft 4in (107cm). Eleven states declared
a state of emergency, and the extreme
weather was blamed for at least 48

deaths. New York (above) had its second-highest fall since records
began in 1869, with about 2ft 2in (68cm), while icy floodwaters
inundated the coasts of New Jersey, Delaware and Maryland.

New York
Bloomberg considering run: Michael Bloomberg, the
billionaire former mayor of New York, has drawn up
last-minute plans to enter the race for the White House
as an independent candidate, according to multiple
reports citing “friends” and “advisers”. They say he
will make a decision by the first week of March, and that he has
already begun private polling on how he might fare. Bloomberg’s
entrance would further enliven an already rambunctious campaign
(see pages 13 and 15). An ex-Republican who is seen as a fiscal
conservative and social liberal, he reportedly thinks there will be a
gap for an independent centrist if the Republicans choose Donald
Trump or Ted Cruz and the Democrats pick either Bernie Sanders
or a pulled-to-the-Left and weakened Hillary Clinton.

Los Angeles, California
City pays out to innocent men: The city of Los Angeles has agreed
to pay a total of more than $24m to settle lawsuits from two men
who each spent decades behind bars after being wrongfully
convicted of murder as teenagers, on the basis of flawed
investigations and fabricated police evidence. One of the men,
Kash Register, had served 34 years by the time he was cleared in
2013. This only came about because a sister of a key witness in the
case learned he was still in jail – and contacted his lawyers to alert
them to the fact that the police had threatened her sister with
credit card fraud and theft charges if she didn’t back up their story.
The other ex-prisoner, Bruce Lisker, was released in 2009 after 26
years; this followed an investigation by the Los Angeles Times.

Lake Poopó, Bolivia
Lake dries up: An Andean lake
which was once Bolivia’s second
biggest, and which only two years
ago covered some 400 square miles, has all but disappeared:
where fishermen once plied their trade, there is now only dry
mud. The shallow, saline Lake Poopó (pronounced po-oh-po) was
situated high up on Bolivia’s semi-arid Andean plains at 3,700
metres. It’s size has varied wildly over the past century, and it has
dried up before, only to rebound – but scientists fear that this time
the evaporation could be permanent. The Andean glaciers which
supply the lake are receding, but other factors are at play too,
including droughts related to El Niño, and the diversion of water
from Poopó’s tributaries for use in mining and agriculture.

Brasília
Zika warning: The World Health Organisation has warned that
the Zika virus is likely to spread “explosively” to all countries in
the Americas where the Aedes aegypti mosquito is found – every-
where except Canada and Chile. The virus – which originated in
Africa and has spread across Latin America and the Caribbean
since arriving in Brazil in May 2015 – causes mild fever symptoms
in most people, but is believed to have terrible effects on develop-
ing foetuses when contracted by pregnant women. Brazil’s govern-
ment believes the virus, transmitted by mosquito bites, is behind a
surge in cases of microcephaly, where a baby is born with a small
head and underdeveloped brain. Health authorities in some Latin
American countries have urged women to avoid getting pregnant.

Antarctica
Explorer dies: A British explorer who was
on the brink of becoming the first person to
walk across Antarctica unaided has died
just 30 miles short of his goal. Former SAS
officer Henry Worsley, 55, had covered
913 miles in temperatures as low as -44˚C,
pulling his equipment behind him, when, 71
days into his fundraising mission, he called
for help after getting a bacterial infection.
Worsley (pictured) was airlifted to hospital

in Chile. He died on Sunday. “My journey is at an end,” he said
in a final video diary entry. “My summit was just out of reach.”
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Cairo
Museum staff face
trial: Eight staff
at the Egyptian
Museum in Cairo
are to go before a
judicial tribunal
to face charges
of damaging
Tutankhamun’s
burial mask
(pictured).
Prosecutors claim

that in 2014, workers accidentally knocked
the pharaoh’s beard off while fixing a light
in the mask’s display case – and that rather
than calling in expert conservationists,
curators hastily repaired it with a modern
epoxy glue: they then allegedly scratched
the surface of the 3,300-year-old artefact
by using a spatula to remove the excess.

Riyadh
Execution breached Saudi law: A young
Shia rights activist who was a minor at the
time he committed his alleged crimes was
among the 47 people either shot or
beheaded earlier this month in Saudi
Arabia’s biggest mass execution for
decades. Ali al-Ribh was only 17 when he
attended protests in 2011 – the year of the
Arab Spring – calling for civil rights for
Saudi Arabia’s Shia minority. By the time
he was arrested, in a raid on his school, he
had turned 18, but under Saudi law he
should still have been tried in a juvenile
court, where the death penalty does not
apply. Instead, he was treated as an adult
and executed on 2 January. The news of
his death has intensified fears about the
fate of three other teenagers who were
detained in the same round-up, and who
have also been sentenced to death.

Pretoria
Drought
warning: The
drought afflicting
South Africa has
become so severe
that it is likely to
cause food
shortages, analysts have warned. President
Zuma is already under pressure over the
collapsing currency; now he has been
advised that there is a “very real” risk of
shortages leading to “widespread political
unrest”, according to the Institute for
Security Studies in Pretoria. The drought,
the worst to hit the country since 1982, is
being blamed on the cyclical El Niño
weather phenomenon. Five of South
Africa’s nine provinces have been declared
disaster zones, and the government has
announced that the country – which
normally exports corn to much of
southern Africa – will need to import up
to six million tons of grain this year.

Taipei
Polar vortex: Swathes of
East Asia experienced
their lowest temperatures
in decades last weekend,
when a sudden “polar
vortex” swept across the
region, bringing snow to
some areas for the first
time in living memory.
In Taiwan, where many
homes are unheated, at
least 85 people, most of
them elderly, died as
temperatures plummeted
to a 44-year low of 4ºC.
Hong Kong experienced a
60-year low of 3ºC, while

in Inner Mongolia,
an all-time low of

-46.8ºC was
recorded.

Khatlon region, Tajikistan
Muslim clampdown: Police in Tajikistan
shaved off the beards of almost 13,000
men last year, as part of the country’s
campaign against what it describes as
“foreign” influences. Officers in the
Khatlon region said they had also shut
down 162 shops and stalls where hijabs
were being sold, and that they had
“convinced” 1,773 women and girls to
shun the Islamic headwear. Tajikistan’s
secular leader, Emomali Rahmon – who
has been president since 1992 and who
recently granted himself the lifelong title
“Leader of the Nation” – is anxious to
prevent an overspill of what he sees as
unwelcome traditions from neighbouring
Afghanistan. Last week, Tajik MPs voted
to ban parents from giving their children
Arabic and Muslim names – some of which
have become very popular in recent years.

Mosul, Iraq
Oldest monastery razed: Satellite pictures
have confirmed that the oldest Christian
monastery in Iraq, dating back some
1,400 years, has been destroyed by Islamic
State. Situated on a hill close to the city of
Mosul, St Elijah’s – or Dair Mar Elia – is
believed to have been built by Assyrian
monks in the late sixth century. In 1743,
it was the site of a notorious massacre, in
which 150 monks who refused to convert
to Islam were murdered on the orders of
a Persian general. The satellite images
suggest that the monastery was razed in
late 2014, a few months after Isis militants
seized the city; however, its destruction
was only confirmed this week, when the
pictures were obtained by a news agency.
Analyst Stephen Wood said the stone
walls had been “literally pulverised” using
heavy equipment and possibly explosives.

Kuala Lumpur
PM “cleared”:
Malaysia’s PM,
Najib Razak, has
been cleared of
any wrongdoing
over a mysterious
£475m gift that he
received from the
Saudi Arabian
royal family.

Following an investigation, the country’s
attorney-general announced this week that
the money transferred into the PM’s bank
account had not been a “form of bribery”,
but a “personal donation”, and that in any
case, Razak (pictured) had returned £433m
of it. The previous attorney-general was
dismissed on grounds of ill health after
questioning Razak’s conduct; several dis-
senting cabinet ministers have been fired.
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Michael Caine’s acting tips
Michael Caine never expected
big things from acting. As a
working-class boy from south
London, the best he hoped for,
he says, was to scrape a living
doing something he loved –
and not work in a factory. For
ten years, he toiled in rep, he
told Mick Brown in The Daily
Telegraph. Then, aged 31, he
was cast as an upper-class
British officer in Zulu. It was
his big break, but he reckons
he only got the part because
the director was American.
“No English director, even if
he’d been a communist, would
have cast me in that role.” To
work out how an officer would
move, he watched Prince
Philip, and noticed the way he
walked with his hands behind
his back. That, he says, is the
secret of his acting: he observes
people’s body language – and
what he noticed was that
people who are powerful move
less than other people. “They
never make gestures, because
they don’t have to attract your
attention – they’ve already got
it. And they speak slower
because you’re not going to
stop listening.” It’s poor
people, he says, who speak fast
– “because no one listens”.

The last eel fisherman
A Fenland tradition going back
millennia ended last week,
when Britain’s last eel
fisherman hung up his traps,
says The Times. Peter Carter
has been catching eels since he
was a boy, using traps made
from willow, following in a
family tradition dating back to
the 15th century. But rivers

that once teemed with eels are
now empty – so, no longer able
to make a living, Carter, 50, is
reluctantly moving on. “It
breaks my heart, but I can’t live
on empty pockets,” he said.
“So the last wicker eel hive and
grigg have been lifted from the
river. I will not be making them
any more.” He has, he said,
found a new job that will keep
him near the waters; but still
the weight of his decision
hangs heavily. “I feel I have let
all the eel men of the past
down – 3,000 years of Fen life
have finally gone.”

Beating up Rocky
Sylvester Stallone was all but
unknown when he wrote and
starred in Rocky, in 1976. The
film had a gritty, low-budget
quality; and though its sequels
got the Hollywood treatment,
Stallone did his best to preserve
their authenticity, he told
Deadline.com. For instance, in
the fight scenes, he insisted his
opponents threw real punches:
the one-time football star Carl
Weathers cracked one of his
ribs. Then Stallone took on
Dolph Lundgren, the 6ft
5in-tall former European
karate champion. “I told him:
‘We have to really focus on
realism. For the first 30
seconds, just come at me with
anything you got.’ He took it a
little far.” After three punches,
Stallone had only just enough
breath left in him to say “cut”.
He then spent four days in
intensive care, with the kind of
injuries more usually seen in
the victims of head-on car
crashes. “After that I said:
‘Dolph, be careful, will you?’”

Steven Frayne, better known as the magician Dynamo, has amazing
self-belief – but it’s hard to fathom where it comes from. Brought up
by a single mother on a council estate in Bradford, he was small for
his age and got badly bullied at school. People called him “Paki”,
though he had assumed his father – whom he didn’t meet until he
was 18 – was white like his mother (as it turns out, his father has
Pakistani roots). It was his great-grandfather who first taught him to
do magic tricks, to scare a gang of bigger boys who had rolled him
down a hill in a wheelie bin. “I couldn’t believe it actually worked,”
he told Matthew Stadlen in The Daily Telegraph. Aged 19, Dynamo
dropped out of art college and moved to London, and thence to
Hollywood, where he blagged his way backstage at events to do
tricks for the stars. He’s now 33 and a star himself; but he’s still in
thrall to magic. “For me, magic is actually a feeling, an emotion…
It’s that rush of excitement you get when you’re brought back to a
childlike state of mind where things happen in the world that you
just don’t quite understand. As we get older, we become sceptical
and we think we know how everything’s done, but magic gives you
the ability to make you forget and think like a child again. When I’m
performing I’m experiencing that emotion too, because I’m seeing it
in people’s reactions and every single reaction is always different.”

Viewpoint:
Ikea insanity
“As much as it drives me crackers, I
am strangely fond of the madness in
Ikea. Entire families have a conflab by
the bunk beds as grandma has a go on
a swivel chair. Couples recreate
Munch’s The Scream, holding their
faces as they try to decide on the
perfect kitchen unit configuration. If
you doubt that modern Britain works
as a melting pot, then visit the huge
blue monster, because all life is here:
cultures mingle and mooch, kids cry
and folks choose bookcases with
names like celebrity offspring – Hemnes
and Oxberg. All forge the same path
towards their final goal, choosing the
right queue, before heading out,
squinting at overcast skies.”
Sara Cox in The Independent

Farewell
Jack Bannister,
cricket commentator
and former bowler for
Warwickshire, died
22 January, aged 85.

Lord Cecil Parkinson,
minister in Margaret
Thatcher’s government
and former Tory party
chairman, died 22
January, aged 84.

Brigadier Peter
“Scrubber” Stewart-
Richardson, soldier
and adventurer, died
30 November, aged 89.

Gerald Williams,
tennis commentator,
died 21 January,
aged 86.

Book: Mansfield Park by Jane Austen
Luxury: The British Library * Choice if allowed only one record

Castaway of the week
This week’s edition of Radio 4’s Desert Island Discs featured

philanthropist and publisher Sigrid Rausing

1 Hallelujah by Leonard Cohen, performed by k.d. Lang
2 The Vatican Rag, written and performed by Tom Lehrer
3 Bird on a Wire, written and performed by Leonard Cohen
4* Etudes Op. 10 No. 1 in C Major: Allegro by Frédéric Chopin,

performed by Murray Perahia
5 Sister Rosetta Goes Before Us by Sam Phillips, performed by

Alison Krauss and Robert Plant
6 The Last Goodbye, written and performed by The Kills (Alison

Mosshart and Jamie Hince)
7 I Get a Kick Out of You by Cole Porter, performed by Ella

Fitzgerald
8 Le Cygne (The Swan) by Camille Saint-Saëns, performed by

Yo-Yo Ma
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Is this the start of the race?
No, that began long ago. In fact, on
23 January 2013, just 48 hours after the
second inauguration of President
Obama, The Washington Post published
opinion polls showing Hillary Clinton
enjoying an approval rating of 67%
among the US public, far ahead of any
likely Republican challenger for the
White House in 2016. And within a few
months, Donald Trump, the property
tycoon, had spent $1m on electoral
research to explore his chances. But next
week’s Iowa primaries, which take place
on 1 February for both parties, are when
things get serious; they mark the start of
a marathon voting process that will
culminate in the election of the 45th US president on 8 November.

How do primaries work?
They come in all shapes and sizes, but essentially they’re a chance
for voters from the two main parties, the Democrats and the
Republicans, to choose their preferred candidate. Thirteen states
still use “caucuses” – traditional political gatherings where voters
meet in barns, schools, living rooms and the like to discuss the
contenders and try to sway others to their side. In big states such
as Texas and California, primaries look a lot like national
elections. The variety, sequence and complexity of the primaries,
which occur in every state, ending in Washington DC on 14 June,
make them a formidable puzzle for candidates, as they decide
how best to marshal their resources to catch the elusive “big mo”
(momentum) that will carry them to their party’s nomination.

How do the candidates do this?
They fundraise, plot and strategise. Bernie Sanders (see page 15),
the Vermont senator and the only serious challenger to Clinton on
the Democratic side, has staked almost everything on making a
big impact in the opening primaries in Iowa and New Hampshire,
visiting the two states a total of 27 times in the run-up to Christ-
mas. On the Republican side, Ted Cruz, the hard-right senator
from Texas, has also focused huge resources on a grass-roots, 36-
county “Cruzin’ to Caucus” bus tour in Iowa; Trump has opted
for big rallies and maximum TV coverage; Marco Rubio (thought
to be the likeliest mainstream winner
of the nomination) has hung back,
hoping to finish in the top three in the
opening primaries and then pick up
the votes of other more moderate
candidates as they drop out.

When do front runners emerge?
Officially the nominees will be
selected in late July, at each party’s
national convention. Decades ago,
these conventions were all-important:
delegates from each state would
horse-trade furiously until they settled
on a candidate. (At the Democratic
convention in 1924, they voted 103
times before finally agreeing on a
candidate, John W. Davis. He lost the
election.) Now these conventions
more or less just rubber stamp the
results of the primaries that have
come before. In 2008, it still took
Barack Obama until June finally to
see off Clinton, but in practice,
winners often emerge earlier. Three

out of the last four Republican
nominees have won in Iowa, though
the contest has less predictive power
for the Democrats: in 1992, Bill Clinton
got just 2.8% of the vote of caucus-
goers in the state. A critical moment in
the process is usually “Super Tuesday”,
when around a dozen primaries take
place on the same day. This year it falls
on 1 March.

Who are the current favourites?
The Democratic nomination is a
running certainty for Clinton. Polls
show her around 20 points ahead of
Sanders, though the gap has shrunk in
Iowa, and he is ahead in New

Hampshire, which could make things interesting for a few weeks.
The Republican race is a mess. Trump has dominated the polls for
months, but leads at this stage are notoriously fickle: Rudy
Giuliani and Mike Huckabee were ahead in 2008; Newt Gingrich
led in January 2012. Bereft of any political experience, funding his
own campaign and short of vital endorsements (see box), Trump
can’t win – if history is to be believed. Next week will show
whether he can convert hype into votes.

Who are Trump’s main rivals?
In Iowa, Trump is neck and neck with junior senator Cruz, the
most conservative candidate in the race. While Trump is widely
regarded as a populist and a maverick – he is socially liberal, for
example – Cruz’s right-wing positions are consistent and hard
line: he has suggested “carpet-bombing” Isis and wants to cut
$768bn-worth of taxes. The prospects of either candidate winning
the nomination horrifies Republican grandees. (Bob Dole, the
party’s 1996 nominee, has warned of “cataclysmic” losses if Cruz
runs against Clinton.) Among the four main “establishment”
candidates – Rubio, Jeb Bush, John Kasich and Chris Christie –
Rubio is considered both the most conservative and the most
plausible threat to the Democrats, but his campaign has been
flagging recently under relentless attacks from all sides.

How much will this all cost?
In theory, there’s no limit. Since 2010, US courts have allowed the

existence of so-called “super PACs”
(or “independent expenditure-only
committees”), which are allowed to
campaign on behalf of candidates
with no restraints on their spending
or donors. So far, 2,105 super PACs
have registered for the 2016 election,
with $322m in funds. According to
Fortune magazine, it will cost each
candidate some $50m to contest the
first four primaries – Iowa, New
Hampshire, Nevada and South
Carolina – at which point the field is
expected to winnow, with money and
super PACs coalescing around two or
three candidates. In 2012, Obama
and Mitt Romney and their
supporters spent around $2.3bn.
Estimates of the cost of this year’s
contest range from $3bn to $5bn.
Inevitably, Trump, who has financed
his own campaign, with just $6m in
donations, claims to be spending the
least. “When I build,” he says, “I like
to build under budget.”

The path to the White House
With the Iowa primaries taking place next week, the selection of the next US president will begin in earnest

Cruz and Trump are neck and neck in Iowa

The magic of endorsements
According to the US electoral statistician Nate Silver,
who predicted the correct result in every state of the

2012 election, the most reliable guide, at this stage, to
who will win their party’s nomination is not the polls

but the number of endorsements that they’ve received
from fellow politicians. In The Party Decides, a 2008
study of US elections from 1980 to 2004, a group of

political scientists coined the term “invisible primary”
to describe how Republican and Democrat

congressional representatives and governors start to
coalesce around candidates, signalling their approval

to the electorate, donors and other party elites.
Endorsements don’t always pick the winner. In 2008,
Hillary Clinton had more support from Democratic

politicians than Barack Obama at the time of the Iowa
caucus, though he had some. But this time Clinton has
the unprecedented backing of her party: 459 represent-
atives, senators and governors have pledged support,

compared to just two backing Bernie Sanders. The
Republican race, unsurprisingly, presents a more

confusing picture. Jeb Bush, the original establishment
favourite, still leads, with 51 official endorsements, but
Marco Rubio has been gaining ground with 43. It’s too

close to call. Donald Trump, however, has none.
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Show some
moral courage,
Europe!
Joyce McMillan

The Scotsman

A new political narrative is haunting Europe: the continent has
grown inward-looking; people are increasingly hostile to refugees;
the postwar drive to greater integration is at an end. That mood is
best symbolised, so pundits tell us, by the introduction of passport
controls on the famous bridge between Denmark and Sweden, and
by the fierce reaction to Angela Merkel’s brave open-door refugee
policy. Yet the thing about this narrative, says Joyce McMillan, is
that it’s wrong. In the nations that have taken the most refugees –
Sweden, Germany, Finland – public opinion is still surprisingly
positive. Far from plummeting, poll ratings for Merkel’s centre-
right alliance have held steady at around 37%, whereas support
for the far-right party is stuck at 10%. The argument that
Germany is swinging to the Right, and pulling Europe with it, has
gained traction only because it makes for a more exciting story,
and because most EU leaders are mediocrities who lack Merkel’s
moral courage and bow to public opinion rather than shape it.
Merkel alone seems to grasp that if you can’t stand up for Europe’s
ideals at moments like this, then Europe “will have no future”.

The free
market isn’t
really working
Matthew Parris

The Times

These are uncomfortable times for lifelong Conservatives like me,
says Matthew Parris. In a free market system, wealth is supposed
to “cascade” downwards. So how come it keeps cascading up?
Last year, according to a “shocking” report from Oxfam, a mere
62 plutocrats owned as much wealth as 3.6 billion people, or half
the global population. The picture’s no better closer to home. The
typical CEO of a FTSE 100 company makes 183 times more – and
the top-flight CEO 810 times more – than their average employee
(who, in turn, gets paid four times the office cleaner’s wage). That
vast disparity is of recent origin: in 1998, the multiple was “only”
(if that’s the right word) 47. True, under capitalism, the world has
got richer in absolute terms: but not to find something grotesque
about such extremes of income inequality is a failure of moral
imagination. Defenders of the free market should stop scoffing at
Jeremy Corbyn’s scheme to limit CEO pay and ban firms that
don’t pay the living wage from paying dividends… or come up
with their own plans to rectify this blight on the capitalist system.

Erasing the
signs of a
kinder age
John Grindrod

Financial Times

About £600,000 – that’s what you’d pay for a London flat in a
desirable brutalist block such as Ernö Goldfinger’s Balfron Tower,
with good transport links and views across the city; £140m –
that’s what David Cameron pledges to spend to redevelop or raze
the brutal council flats on “sink estates”. The irony, says John
Grindrod, is that the brutalist flat and the brutal flat are one and
the same. The common myth – espoused by Margaret Thatcher
and now by Cameron – is that the design of these postwar estates
bred crime and poverty; yet the eagerness of the middle classes to
buy them gives the lie to that. The reality is the worst tower blocks
built in the 1960s and 1970s have gone: what marks out the
remaining ones is not that they’re badly designed but that they’re
on prime land. It’s the price they fetch that explains why housing
authorities are keen to sell, and developers keen to raze them; to
replace low-rise concrete flats, such as those at the Heygate in
Elephant and Castle, with luxury high-rise ones. Cameron’s
£140m will erase the “visible symbols of a more generous age”;
an age that believed in equality and affordable homes for the poor.

Davos is a
racket – let’s
scrap it
Steve Hilton

The Observer

As a protest against
censorship, a film-maker has
forced Britain’s film censors
to spend ten hours watching
a film about paint drying.
Charlie Lyne used Kickstarter
to raise the £5,963 it cost to
make his opus, and then
submitted it to the British
Board of Film Classification.
The board’s examiners duly
sat through the 607-minute-
long film before granting it a
U certificate. “Paint Drying is
a film showing paint drying
on a wall,” they concluded.
“It contains no material likely
to offend or harm.”

Users of the Airbnb website
were offered the chance to
stay in a boutique igloo
this week – in Brooklyn.
The advert, offering
accommodation in a “chic
dome-style bungalow” for
$200 a night, appeared after
New York was hit by a
blizzard, but was taken
down a few hours later. A
representative of the site
explained that while the igloo
was “very well constructed”,
it didn’t meet “our occupancy
standards”; these apparently
include supplying running
water, electricity and a roof
that doesn’t melt.

A retired truck driver has
been named Britain’s most
frugal pensioner. Ilona
Richards, 66, from
Scunthorpe, boils her water
in the microwave, as it uses
less power than the kettle,
wears boys’ pants, as they
are cheaper and last longer,
and does her food shopping
in the evenings – when
supermarkets knock down
prices. She never spends
more than £1 on a meal –
and asks visitors to bring
their own teabags. As a
result, she is able to live on
less than £2,500 a year.

IT MUST BE TRUE…
I read it in the tabloids

It’s easy to mock Davos, says Steve Hilton. “So I will.” The World
Economic Forum, as it calls itself, is an annual “schmooze fest” at
which rich white men debate inequality, and philanthropists
who’ve flown in to the Alpine resort by private jet hold forth on
climate change. It’s a “racket”; people go “because everyone else
goes”. (They include my wife, a senior executive at Uber.) What
makes it all so grotesque isn’t the “astronomical” fees that gullible
businesses pay to “share a fondue with Shimon Peres or George
Clooney”; it’s that it reveals, “with devastating clarity”, just how
concentrated economic and political power has become. That big
companies can go to Davos each January and do deals with heads
of government; that presidents and CEOs can, over a couple of
days, “meet everyone who matters”, is precisely what’s wrong
with the world. It’s also why, rather than just mock Davos, we
should condemn it and ostracise anyone who goes there. Let’s
make it impossible for our leaders to meet “everyone who
matters” – for the simple reason that “everyone should matter”.
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People love
the jerk from
New York
John Podhoretz

Commentary

Ted Cruz tried a new line of attack against his Republican rival Donald Trump the other day.
“Donald,” he declared dismissively, “comes from New York, and embodies New York values.” It
wasn’t so long ago, says John Podhoretz, that America was full of admiration for “New York
values” – the values of stoicism and equanimity that the city showed in response to the 9/11 attacks.
But Cruz is betting that this view has faded, and that the popular image of the Big Apple has now
reverted to the old one summed up by those famous lines in Woody Allen’s Annie Hall: “The rest
of the country looks upon New York like we’re left-wing communist Jewish homosexual pornog-
raphers. I think of us that way sometimes, and I live here.” But in thus attempting to paint Trump as
“not one of us”, Cruz is barking up the wrong tree. Conservative voters are well aware that Trump
is pro-choice and that he has supported Democrats in the past. Yet they still like him, precisely
because he embodies another New York stereotype: the pushy, obnoxious loudmouth who “tells it
like it is”. Cruz is making the same mistake that Jeb Bush did when he released a campaign ad in
which he openly called Trump “a jerk”. What both forget is that many Americans in 2016 “appear
to think that an out-and-out, unapologetic jerk from the Big Apple is just what this country needs”.

We don’t
need to study
“fatphobia”
Katherine Timpf

National Review

American universities are even crazier than you think, says Katherine Timpf. As if their recent
assaults on free speech weren’t bad enough, they’ve now started launching courses and campaigns
devoted to a new class of oppressed victims – the obese. “Yes, ‘fatphobia’ and ‘weightism’ are
apparently things now.” The University of New Hampshire, for instance, has launched a student
organisation called “People Opposing Weightism (POW!)” that “will create events that will help
people to think about weightism and fatphobia”. Oregon State University has a “fat studies” course
that “frames weight-based oppression as a social justice issue, and explores forms of activism used to
counter weightism”. The University of Maryland is likewise offering a class, titled “Introduction to
fat studies”, which apparently examines obesity as “an aspect of human diversity, experience and
identity”. Among its set texts is the Fat Liberation Manifesto, which declares that diet books and
other diet-related products are “enemies”. Let’s hope that every single college in America follows suit
by embracing this new field of research and advocacy. “After all, this is all very important and sane.”

“What on earth were the Clintons thinking?” That question has been plaguing America’s pundits,
says Michelle Cottle, ever since Chelsea Clinton, in a recent campaign outing for her mother, took a
swipe at Bernie Sanders. Chelsea accused him of pushing a healthcare agenda that would “dismantle”
ObamaCare and Medicare. Her remarks prompted a “collective seizure” among Democrats, with
much hand-wringing about why she was being deployed as an “attack dog”. From the fuss, you’d
think Chelsea had accused Sanders of being “a drug-peddling, neo-fascist paedophile”, rather than
merely taken a swipe at his health policy. But people just don’t expect ungraciousness from Bill and
Hillary’s only child. “It cuts against not only her meticulously tended good-girl persona but also the
deeply rooted mythology of Chelsea as the sweet, loyal, vulnerable humaniser of her ambitious,
inscrutable parents.” For many, she’ll always be the “sad-eyed teen binding Mom and Dad together
during the summer of Lewinsky”. This must be very frustrating for Chelsea, who is now, after all,
a 35-year-old woman with a family, and opinions, of her own. But for the sake of her mother’s
campaign, she should probably avoid picking any more fights for the time being.

Poor Chelsea
should stay
out of the fight
Michelle Cottle

The Atlantic

You think the Republican Party, with
its melee of populist presidential
candidates, is in trouble? Then take a
look at the Democrats, said David
French in National Review. Their front
runner is Hillary Clinton, whose
campaign is going so badly that she has
been eclipsed by a “grumpy socialist”.
With his fiery rants against billionaires
and his calls for a nationalised health
service, Senator Bernie Sanders is
drawing bigger crowds and generating
more excitement than Clinton. He’s
now neck and neck with her in Iowa
– which on Monday holds the first
caucus of the 2016 presidential election – and he’s ahead in
New Hampshire, the next state to vote. Calling Sanders a
socialist is an understatement, said Paul Sperry in the New York
Post; the man’s a “diehard communist”. He honeymooned with
his second wife in the then Soviet Union, and shocked even
friends in his liberal state of Vermont in the 1980s by flying a
Soviet flag in his office.

“Loveable Uncle Bernie” has a lot going for him, said Jonathan
Chait in New York magazine. He’s “earnest” and authentic,
and his critique of Wall Street resonates with many people. But
his popularity rests principally on the idea that he can lead a

“righteous uprising” to overturn the
“conventional laws of politics”. This is
pure fantasy. With the House of
Representatives firmly under right-wing
control, a future President Sanders
would have no power to hike taxes, or
expand social programmes, or reduce
inequality. And the areas where he
would wield executive power – areas
such as foreign affairs, criminal justice
and the staffing of the judiciary – “are
precisely those in which Sanders has
the least to say”.

Sanders isn’t going to win the
nomination, said Jamelle Bouie on Slate.com. He may be
soaring in early battleground states, but Clinton’s massive lead
among black and Latino Democrats – who back her over
Sanders by 71% to 21% in the latest polls – gives her an
insuperable advantage. That minority support, fostered over
decades by the Clintons, is responsible for Hillary’s massive lead
in the South Carolina primary, where she “crushes Sanders with
an average margin of 40 points”; and it should assure her
victory in delegate-rich states such as New York, New Jersey
and Illinois. Sanders is an excellent insurgent candidate, but
“barring a seismic shift among black Democrats, as well as
Latinos”, he’s not a serious threat to Clinton.

Uncle Bernie is gaining on Hillary – but he won’t win

Sanders: drawing bigger crowds than Clinton
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Erdogan’s
unforgivable
outburst
Hürriyet Daily News
(Istanbul)

Terrorist bombs aren’t the only threat to Turkey just now – our president can cause an explosion just
by opening his mouth, says Candan Kirisci. Even by his intemperate standards, President Erdogan’s
fury at the 1,400 intellectuals who dared question his military crackdown on Kurdish rebels was
obscene. Their petition – for a ceasefire in the southeastern provinces monitored by UN peacekeepers
– unleashed a verbal tirade. They “spit out their hatred of our nation’s values and history” while
living a comfortable life on state wages, Erdogan raged, threatening them with prosecution and the
sack (27 have already been quizzed over “terror propaganda”). And he’s being applauded by some
of the worst people in Turkey: a notorious crime boss has vowed to take “bloody revenge” on the
signatories – without a hint of reproof from the government. Erdogan’s deep mistrust of free debate
is terrifying. What kind of message does it send out to teenagers embarking on higher education
when any lecturers who don’t slavishly agree with the government are reviled as “ignorant traitors”?

Get ready for
a tsunami
of protest
Novaya Gazeta
(Moscow)

Don’t be fooled by the apparent calm in Russia’s political life – we’re about to be hit by a “tidal
wave” of protest, says Peter Bizyukov. Even pro-Kremlin observers are bemused by the way popular
support for the government is holding up, at a time when the economy is reeling from sanctions and
the oil price collapse. Most labour disputes so far have been sporadic and isolated. But the number
has been climbing rapidly month by month. Last year was a record one for protests over lay-offs
and unpaid wages. No longer confined to workers in unionised manufacturing industries, they’re
spreading across transport, construction and the public sector. Nor is it just workers: residents are
complaining about crumbling public housing; small and medium-business owners are being
squeezed. People of different occupations and social classes are finding something in common –
anger and a desire for change. If they start to join forces, it could all accelerate very quickly.
Yet commentators still haven’t grasped the full implications. Like holidaymakers “who see the sea
retreat and rush out looking for seashells, they are oblivious to the tsunami coming their way”.

If a fighter kills terrorists who slaughter innocent civilians, he’s still guilty of murder. That, says
Afshin Ellian, is the extraordinary view being taken by prosecutors in the Netherlands towards Jitse
Akse, a former elite soldier in the Dutch army who last year joined the fight against Isis in Syria. As a
UN peacekeeper in the Balkans, Akse had been appalled by the way his commanders tamely handed
over the residents of Srebrenica to the Bosnian Serbs, and was traumatised by the massacre that
followed. So when news came of the slaughter by Isis of 120 civilians (mainly women, children and
the elderly) in the Kurdish city of Ayn al-Arab last year, he felt compelled to join the fight. Back
home he has been describing his exploits on Facebook, to wide acclaim. But the authorities, insisting
that only the government has the right to use violence, have placed him under investigation. Their
narrow interpretation may be correct, but they can hardly expect those of us who aren’t legal experts
to share it. In America, military veterans fighting Isis are feted as heroes. No, volunteer fighters such
as Akse are acting in our national interests – combating the bloodthirsty killers that threaten our
own people. We should be celebrating their feats, not trying to bring them to justice.

This man is
a hero, not
a villain
Elsevier
(Amsterdam)

TURKEY

RUSSIA

THE NETHERLANDS

“You don’t want to risk your life just to
get a book published... I’ll think twice
before publishing any book that will
bring political risks.” That’s what Hong
Kong book publisher Jin Zhong said
before leaving to join his family in the
US, said Jennifer Lo in the Nikkei Asian
Review (Tokyo). Hong Kong is home to
a group of publishers who once made a
good trade selling books banned in
China – everything from serious
investigative reports to salacious tales of
Beijing politics – to mainland Chinese
punters. But the mysterious disappear-
ance of five booksellers over the past
few months may prove its death knell.

It all began last October, said Matthias Müller in Neue Zürcher
Zeitung (Zurich), when publisher Gui Minhai disappeared while
on holiday in Thailand, just days before three managers of
Mighty Current, a bookshop run by his firm, vanished on
separate trips to the mainland. Then, around New Year, another
of the shop’s managers, Lee Bo, went missing, apparently
kidnapped from Hong Kong itself. Suspicion instantly fell on
Beijing, as Mighty Current specialised in books about official
scandals, and had been planning to publish revelations about
President Xi’s sex life. Sure enough, Chinese authorities this
week admitted that Lee and Gui, at least, are in detention in
China. Gui was seen on state TV, tearfully claiming he’d turned
himself in for a drink-driving offence committed 12 years ago

on the mainland. It’s all a storm in a
teacup, said Shan Renping in the state-
run Global Times (Beijing). Gui is no
angel. Despite being let off for killing
someone in a car accident, he broke the
terms of his two-year probation by
fleeing to exile in Hong Kong. I fear the
opposition there will seize on any
pretext to stir up controversy and shout
about a crackdown on freedoms.

No one is fooled, said Michael Chugani
in the South China Morning Post (Hong
Kong). The abductions were clearly
aimed at silencing critics. Most likely
they were carried out by “rogue

agents”: Xi wouldn’t have risked alienating the people of Hong
Kong, who are furious at this breach of the “one country, two
systems” protocol agreed when the former British colony
returned to Chinese rule. He must be seething. On the contrary,
the detentions are of a piece with Xi’s ongoing crackdown, said
Zack Beauchamp on Vox (Washington DC). Beijing, tired of
watching the “liberal drift” in Hong Kong, is planning an early
end to its independence. Mighty Current’s publications – a
recent bestseller alleges that Xi’s support is “totally spent” and
that colleagues are plotting his downfall – may have made it a
prime target, but today all dissidents who challenge the govern-
ment’s human rights abuses are at risk. Beijing’s new determin-
ation to crush dissent throughout China could spell the end of
Hong Kong’s special freedoms – and sooner rather than later.

Lee (left) and Gui: kidnapped?

China blamed after Hong Kong booksellers disappear
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“LONDON TAKES 

  JUST ONE WEEK TO   

 BREACH ANNUAL AIR

 POLLUTION LIMITS.”

  - The Guardian, 8th Jan 2016

According to official monitoring, annual air pollution limits in London were
breached in just the first week of 2016. Combine this with the fact that air
around Heathrow regularly breaches EU air quality limits, a third runway
with millions of extra car journeys could only make things worse.

But there is an alternative - Gatwick has never breached legal air quality limits
and can operate comfortably within these standards even with a second runway.
Gatwick’s expansion plans strike the right balance between delivering the
runway Britain needs while taking the right steps to protect the environment.
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Unlike other 4x4s, every Subaru comes with our unique Symmetrical All-Wheel
Drive system. So every Subaru we make has been made to go where others can’t.
You even get grip in the most adverse driving conditions. Mud, wet fields, sand,
snow and ice. Don’t get stuck with a 4x4 that can’t do what a Subaru can.
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starting from just £17,495*. To discover more visit, Subaru.co.uk

WHEN YOUR CAR CAN’T, SUBARU CAN.

GRIP.

YOU’D BE
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Could a planet ten times the size of Earth
have gone overlooked in our solar system?
The theory that a mysterious Planet X is
lurking way beyond Neptune has often been
posited. Now two astronomers in California
claim to have found solid evidence to back up
the theory, based on observations of objects
in the far-flung Kuiper Belt. They say that the
movements of these objects can only really be
explained by the presence of a massive planet,
exerting a strong gravitational pull.

According to the duo – Konstantin Batygin
and Mike Brown of the California Institute of
Technology – Planet Nine is a gas giant, 20
times further from the Sun than Neptune. Its orbit is elliptical, with each lap of the
Sun taking up to 20,000 years. “There have only been two true planets discovered
since ancient times... It’s pretty exciting,” said Brown. Ironically, he is known as a
planet killer: in 2005, he produced the evidence that led to Pluto being reclassified as a
dwarf planet. “All those people who are mad that Pluto is no longer a planet can be
thrilled to know that there is a real planet out there still to be found,” he said.

Health & Science

30 January 2016 THE WEEK

Chemo without side effects
Scientists have found a way of making a
common chemotherapy drug “invisible” to
the immune system, raising the prospect of
thousands of cancer patients being spared
the side effects – including hair loss, nausea
and muscle pain – that often come with the
treatment. Every year, more than 100,000
people in the UK are diagnosed with
cancers that can be treated with paclitaxel
(also known as Taxol). The drug is
effective, but it has to be given in very high
doses, as when it is delivered into the body,
encased in plastic spheres, it is spotted and
attacked by the immune system, and much
of the compound is destroyed. The new
system gets round this problem by
encasing the drug in material made from
the body’s own cells, so that it is not
identified as an intruder, and is left alone.
The result is that “we can use 50 times less
of the drug and still get the same results”,
said Elena Batrakova, who led the study at
the University of North Carolina. So far,
the technique has only been tested on mice;
the first human trials are at least 18
months away. However, the team believes
their research could be revolutionary.

MS patients walk again
Some patients paralysed by multiple
scelerosis have been able to walk again
after being given an experimental
treatment normally used for cancer.
Known as an autologous haematopoietic
stem cell transplant, the treatment involves
first destroying the faulty immune system
using chemotherapy, then rebuilding it by
injecting the patient with “purified” adult
stem cells taken from his or her own blood
or bone marrow. In early clinical trials at
Sheffield’s Royal Hallamshire Hospital – as
part of a larger international research
project – the technique was used on 20
patients with MS. One of them, Steven

Storey, was so ill he needed 24-hour acute
care; but within days of the transplant, he
could move his toes, and four months
later, he was able to stand unassisted. He
is still in a wheelchair, but can now swim
and cycle long distances. Another patient,
Holly Drewry, needed a wheelchair before
the treatment but was able to leave the
hospital on foot. Two years on, she has
suffered no relapse. She described it as a
“miracle”. But it’s not yet clear whether
she really is cured – and experts cautioned
that the treatment is not effective on all
types of MS, and carries significant risks.

Mental health crisis
One in four British adults are, at some
point in their lives, diagnosed with a
mental illness; and a further 18% believe
they have suffered from a mental illness
that went undiagnosed, according to a
survey of 5,000 adults by the Health &
Social Care Information Centre. Older
women seem to be particularly vulnerable.

Among women aged 55-65, 41% have
been diagnosed with some form of mental
illness, and 17% believe they have suffered
an undiagnosed one. A quarter of men in
this age group have been diagnosed, and
19% say they have “suffered in silence”.
The most common forms of diagnosed
mental problems are depression (19% of
adults diagnosed), panic attacks (8%) and
generalised anxiety disorder (6%).

The 10,000-year-old massacre
Archaeologists have unearthed the remains
of a prehistoric battleground that provides
the earliest known evidence of warfare
between hunter-gathering communities.
The team found 12 full skeletons, and
parts of at least 15 others, scattered across
the 10,000-year-old site on the shores of
Lake Turkana in Kenya. Of the complete
skeletons, ten showed signs of violent
death: some had what looked like arrow
wounds to the head and neck; others had
had their heads smashed in. One of the
skulls still had a sharpened stone
embedded in it; a woman, pregnant with a
six to nine-month-old foetus, seemed to
have been tied up before being killed. The
origins of warfare are hotly debated. Some
experts think it was only with the rise of
agriculture 6,000 years ago that people
began to fight over resources and territory,
but this discovery could indicate that it has
a much longer history. “The massacre may
have resulted from an attempt to seize
resources – territory, women, children,
food stored in pots – whose value was
similar to those of later food-producing
agricultural societies, among whom violent
attacks on settlements became part of life,”
said Cambridge University’s Dr Marta
Mirazón Lahr. “However, it may simply
be evidence of a standard antagonistic
response to an encounter between two
social groups at that time.”

A skeleton unearthed at Lake Turkana, Kenya

A study suggesting that people trying to
lose weight would do better to drink Diet
Coke than water was funded by... Coca-
Cola. The review was conducted at
Bristol University, but part-funded by a
research body called ILSI Europe, which
counts Coca-Cola and PepsiCo among
its sponsors. Representatives of both
firms sit on its “nutrition task force”,
which is co-chaired by the academic
who led the Bristol study. Yet when the
team released its findings last year,
ILSI’s involvement was not mentioned.
Moreover, says The Sunday Times, the
researchers considered more than 5,500
papers, yet only used three, two of which
found no difference between water and
diet drinks. The university, however,
said the paper was peer reviewed before
publication in the International Journal
of Obesity, and that several bodies
funded the research, including the NHS.

Coke’s diet drinks study

Brown (left) and Batygin: “It’s exciting”

What the scientists are saying…

A ninth planet in our solar system?
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David Cameron has peculiar
priorities, said Humza Yousaf in
the Sunday Herald (Glasgow).
Last week, with global markets in
turmoil and Moscow implicated
in a state assassination on British
soil, the subject exercising our
Prime Minister was… Muslim
women, and their deficient
language skills. He cited a report
estimating that 22% of Muslim
women in the UK – almost
190,000 people – speak little or
no English, and announced an
extra £20m in funding to help
rectify this situation. In future, he
said, immigrants admitted to the
UK on spousal visas would have
to take a language proficiency test
after two-and-a-half years. If they
failed that test, they could be
deported. Cameron then turned
his attention to the veil, saying that while he
didn’t support a French-style burka ban, he
would support the right of schools, courts and
other public authorities to demand that full-face
veils be removed.

This is just cynical politics, said Madeleine
Bunting in The Guardian. Cameron has cut the
funding for teaching English to migrants by
£400m over the past five years, yet now he
expects plaudits for reinstituting £20m. This
intervention isn’t about tackling radicalisation
by fostering integration; it’s about Cameron
demonising “the other”, and aggrandising

himself through the colonialist
“white man saving brown woman
trope”. The PM undoubtedly
struck a “false note” by linking
poor English to radicalism, said
James Kirkup in The Daily
Telegraph. There’s simply no
evidence to support such a link.
Many jihadis are “fluent members
of British society; indeed, white
British Muslim converts are
disproportionately represented
among the Islamist thugs”. In
any case, framing the issue in
these terms sends the unhelpful
message that we want to help
Muslim women “purely for our
sake, not theirs”.

At least give Cameron credit for
trying to help women who have
been locked out of society, said

Janice Turner in The Times. The Left seems
unperturbed by the plight of the “Pakistani bride
brought to Britain, kept at home caring for her
husband’s parents, unable to understand the
world or earn her own money, call the police or
brief a lawyer”. Paralysed by “liberal guilt” and
cultural relativism, these people believe that any
move to address such a situation “must, by
default, be racist”. The PM’s demand that
Muslim wives learn English, or face deportation,
may sound harsh and populist, but it’s designed
to free women from domineering men. The
self-styled progressives criticising Cameron’s
intervention are backing the wrong side.

Pick of the week’s

Gossip
Muslim women: learn English, or leave?

“Who was to blame for Labour’s catastrophic
election defeat last May?” Many experts have
puzzled over this question, said Rod Liddle in
The Sunday Times, but last week we finally got
to hear the party’s own explanation, enshrined
in the official inquest led by Labour grandee
Margaret Beckett. Her report concludes that the
party lost for many reasons, none of which
really had anything to do with Labour failings.
She blamed it on the collapse of the Liberal
Democrats, and on the success of the Scottish
National Party north of the border (“Whose
fault was that, then?”). She blamed the Tories
for being beastly to Labour, and the “evil
media” for subjecting the “brilliant Ed
Miliband” to ridicule, and failing to recognise
“his statesmanlike qualities and unique ability to
reach out to the common man”.

Actually, if you delve into the report, it “does
occasionally point a tentative finger” towards
Labour weaknesses, said Andrew Rawnsley in
The Observer. It concedes, for instance, that the
party lacked credibility on the economy and that
maybe not all voters regarded Miliband as a
strong candidate to be PM. But for Corbyn’s
senior colleagues, who had hoped that a “frank
analysis” would shock him into pursuing more
electorally popular policies, the report was a
terrible disappointment. And far from seeking to

build bridges, Corbyn distanced himself further
from shadow cabinet colleagues last week by
calling for talks with Argentina on “power-
sharing” in the Falklands. They were further
dismayed by the resignation of his well-regarded
head of policy, Neal Coleman – “the one person
in Jeremy’s office”, as a frontbencher put it,
“that we could work with”.

There was really no need for a lengthy election
post-mortem, said Philip Collins in The Times.
A simple rule of thumb can tell you which party
will win: it’s the one with the best-regarded
leader. That’s why Miliband lost – and why
Corbyn, with “a personal rating of -39, the
worst ever recorded”, will too. “Unless Labour
changes its leader, the 2020 election is already
over.” Even that won’t be enough, said Janan
Ganesh in the FT. A bigger problem is that
the party has being taken over by liberal
metropolitans obsessed with “the yapping
identity politics of the university campus and the
mid-afternoon Twitter timeline”. For them, the
white working class is an array of romantic
stereotypes – “the Jarrow marchers, the miners
in the film Pride” – rather than people with
tough views on immigration. Labour will never
win as long as it is “run by people who embrace
everything about the working classes apart from
what they say, do and think”.

Labour: a pointless post-mortem

A Muslim woman in Blackburn

Michael Gambon never
made it as an action hero –
but at one point, he was in
with a chance. The actor
(pictured) has revealed that
in 1970 – while a member of
the RSC – he was asked to
go to London to audition in
London for a new Bond film.
“We weren’t told what was
happening. I said: ‘I don’t
know why I am here.’
[Producer Cubby] Broccoli
said: ‘Oh, it’s to play James
Bond.’ I said I couldn’t play
Bond. He asked why not. I
said: ‘I’m big, fat, my hair is
thinning, it wouldn’t be
right.’ He said: ‘We can fix
all that. We’ve got make-up.
We’ll put a wig on you, we’ll
pull this [his face] back and
take this [his tummy] off.’ I
said: ‘Oh, that would be all
right then.’” The role went
to Roger Moore.

The flat-earthers have an
unlikely new ally. This week,
US rap musician B.o.B (aka
Bobby Ray Simmons Jr)
posted a series of tweets in
which he sought to prove
that science was wrong. “A
lot of people are turned off
by the phrase ‘flat earth’…
but there’s no way u can see
all the evidence and not
know,” he told his followers.
For instance, he said, if the
Earth were a globe, distant
cities would not appear on
the horizon, and Birming-
ham would be 5,400ft above
London and Liverpool. “No
matter how high in elevation
you are… the horizon is
always eye level… Sorry
cadets… I didn’t wanna
believe it either.”

Newsnight presenter Emily
Maitlis has shed light on
how careers progress at the
BBC. “A manager once said
that if I wanted mine to go
to the next step, I’d have to
do Strictly Come Dancing.”
She has so far declined.
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Trident: a massive waste of money?

“The secret source of
humour itself is not joy but
sorrow. There is no humour

in heaven.”
Mark Twain, quoted in

The Guardian

“The truth is like poetry.
And most people f**king

hate poetry.”
Overheard in a Washington
DC bar by author Michael
Lewis, quoted in The Times

“The great enemy of clear
language is insincerity.”

George Orwell, quoted in
The Washington Post

“When everyone is
somebody then no one’s

anybody.”
From Gilbert and Sullivan’s

The Gondoliers, quoted
in The Times

“A well-adjusted person is
one who makes the same

mistake twice without
getting nervous.”

Alexander Hamilton,
quoted in The Buffalo News

“If God had not intended
us to eat animals, how

come He made them out
of meat?”

Sarah Palin, quoted in
The Times

“You would think that a
rock star being married to

a supermodel would be
one of the greatest things

in the world. It is.”
David Bowie, quoted in

The Scotsman

“If we insist on our heroes
being pure then we aren’t

going to have any.”
Nigel Biggar, quoted in

The Sunday Times

“It has been a long journey
to this moment,” remarked
Sidney Poitier, on becoming
the first black man to win an
Oscar, in 1964. That was
more than 50 years ago, said
Baz Bamigboye in the Daily
Mail, yet it seems the “long
journey” is not yet over. In
the intervening decades, only
four other black actors, male
or female, have won leading
role awards – so that’s five in
87 years of Oscar history.
And that isn’t about to
change, because this year, for
the second year in a row, not one of the 20
acting nominations has gone to non-white
actors. In response, many black industry figures
have vowed to boycott the awards, while the
Academy’s president, Cheryl Boone Isaacs (who
is black) has promised to improve the diversity
of its membership: in 2012, 94% of its voting
members were Caucasian, and 77% male; 2%
were black and fewer than 2% Hispanic.

Has racial bias, conscious or otherwise, crept
into the voting process, asked Josh Rottenberg
and Glenn Whipp in the Los Angeles Times.
This week, Charlotte Rampling (herself a
nominee) suggested that there hadn’t been
enough good performances this year by black
actors. Yet there were plenty of strong
contenders – among them Idris Elba, for Beasts
of No Nation, and Michael B. Jordan for the
smash-hit boxing movie Creed. So why weren’t

they honoured? You might
put it down to bad luck, and
the Academy’s usual
ineptitude, said Richard
Brody in The New Yorker.
The list of brilliant films and
actors it has overlooked is a
long one. But it’s telling that
Creed did get one
nomination, and that this
was not for its black star, or
its black director (Ryan
Coogley), but for Sylvester
Stallone, in a supporting
role. He deserved it, but in
honouring him alone, the

Academy is implying that the most important
part of the film “is the one that displays a white
man’s experience”; time and again, we see this
presumption that “baseline experience is white
experience”, and that “black life is a niche”.

Yet it’s unfair to single out the Academy, said
The Economist. The figures show that overall, it
has honoured black actors in proportion to their
appearances in top roles. The problem is that
disproportionately few black actors – and even
fewer Hispanic ones – are given those roles.
Producers don’t think audiences will be attracted
to films with black leads, and they have no
incentive to test the theory, said Zoe Williams in
The Guardian. The best black actors can hope
for is a sidekick role – with fewer good lines and
less chance of getting the girl. The real question
for the industry is not: “How representative are
we?”, but: “Who are we calling heroes?”

The Oscars: is the Academy racist?

“With its slightly chipped red grip
and retro look, it could be the
hand control for an old Scalextric
set,” said the Daily Mail. But the
device, pictured in the press for the
first time last week, is no toy.
Modelled on an old Colt .45
Peacemaker pistol, it is the trigger
for one of Britain’s Trident nuclear
missiles – capable of flying
thousands of miles, and killing
millions of people. This one is held
on HMS Vanguard: the submarine
is currently undergoing routine
maintenance at Faslane on the
River Clyde, but normally it glides – without
surfacing for weeks at a time – beneath the seas,
providing Britain’s continuous “sea deterrence”.

It won’t be much of a deterrent if Jeremy
Corbyn ever becomes prime minister, said Nigel
Nelson in the Daily Mirror. The Labour leader
has stated that he would never authorise the use
of nuclear weapons, and is opposed to renewing
Trident. However, rather than scrap it – and lose
15,000 jobs – he suggests we keep the subs, and
arm them with cruise missiles. This is the worst
of both worlds: the programme would still cost
billions, and we’d still lose our place as a world
power. The fact is, we need Trident, said Mike

Jackson and Julian Lewis in The
Times. We may not need it right
now: Trident isn’t designed to
tackle the terrorist threats that
currently plague us. But the next
generation of subs should last 50
years – and who knows what
dangers we will face then. To keep
us safe from nuclear blackmail or
attack, we must have Trident.

But there’s a problem, said Cole
Moreton in The Independent on
Sunday. Anti-submarine warfare
technology is moving fast; new

drones and other means of finding secret subs
are on their way: by the time Trident hits the
water, it may already be obsolete. In the
meantime, the cost of renewing it – up to
£100bn – will eat up as much as half of Britain’s
entire defence procurement budget for the
2020s, leaving other parts of the armed forces
severely depleted. Even our allies in the US –
where the missiles are made and stored when
not in use – are worried about this: they want us
to be a nuclear power, but not if it means we’re
nothing else. Corbyn has been mocked for
suggesting we look at other options, but even in
the armed forces, there is a growing view that
Trident could be a dangerous waste of money.

One of the Trident triggers

Statistics of the week
An analysis of 1,042

deceased musicians found
that 83% of them had died

before the age of 70,
compared with just 20% of

the general male population.
The Sunday Times

In 312 English secondary
schools, fewer than 40% of

pupils achieve five good
GCSE passes including maths

and English.
The Independent

Michael B. Jordan, the star of Creed

Wit &
Wisdom
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Sport

Cricket England lost the final
Test against South Africa by
280 runs: however, they still
won the series 2-1.
Rugby union England’s new
manager, Eddie Jones,
named Northampton hooker
Dylan Hartley as captain for
the Six Nations.
Golf American golfer Rickie
Fowler won the Abu Dhabi
Championship. Rory McIlroy
finished joint third.
Football Southampton beat
Manchester United 1-0.
Manchester City drew 2-2
with West Ham. Chelsea beat
Arsenal 1-0. Newcastle signed
Andros Townsend from
Tottenham for £12m.

“Leicester were meant to have crashed out of the
top four by now,” said Paul Hayward in The
Daily Telegraph. So many times this season, we
have been told that the Foxes’ remarkable success
cannot last. Yet it’s almost February, and they are
three points clear at the top of the Premier League.
The 3-0 win over Stoke last Saturday was one of
those days when “almost everything went right for
Leicester”, said Andrew Longmore in The Sunday
Times. Their talisman Jamie Vardy ended a seven-
match scoring drought to fire in his 16th league
goal of the season. And there was a first Premier
League goal for midfielder Danny Drinkwater,
who epitomises the team’s “energy and drive”.
The win was “a striking reminder of why Leicester
are not about to slip away quietly”.

Champions League qualification now “feels like
Leicester’s to lose”, said Stuart James in The Guardian. With 15
matches to go, they have opened up a ten-point lead over fifth-
placed Manchester United. For a club that started the season
tipped for relegation, that is nothing short of astonishing. Their
next three games, against Liverpool, Arsenal and Manchester
City, could trip them up. After that, however, their run will be
“much more benign”. Could they “do the unthinkable” and win
the title? It wouldn’t be completely unprecedented, said Martin
Samuel in the Daily Mail. In 1978, newly promoted Nottingham

Forest won the league. But this would be some-
thing else entirely. Since Forest’s triumph, the gap
between the “haves and have-nots” has widened
massively. Even by getting this far, Leicester have
“changed the possibilities” of the Premier League.

Actually, thanks to TV cash, the gap between the
big clubs and the small clubs is closing again, said
Daniel Taylor in The Guardian. There are no
longer any “skint” clubs in the Premier League:
everyone is “rich or super-rich”. Of the 30
highest-earning clubs in the world, 17 are English:
once the new, £1.7bn-a-season TV deal kicks in
later this year, all 20 Premier League clubs could
be on the list. For the sides outside the elite, that
has made a huge difference. No longer do they
have to sell their best talents. Look how Everton
rebuffed Chelsea’s efforts last year to “prise away”

rising star John Stones. And they can become big players in the
transfer market: Stoke, for example, spent £12m on Inter Milan’s
Swiss World Cup star Xherdan Shaqiri. That’s why the league has
become so exciting: with more competition, big clubs are falter-
ing, and small clubs are catching up. Yet that doesn’t quite explain
Leicester’s “astonishing exploits”, said Oliver Kay in The Times.
Their six summer signings cost just £19m. They weren’t com-
peting in the same market as Newcastle or Stoke, “let alone the
elite”. And that makes their success all the more “extraordinary”.

Football: can Leicester go all the way?

A year ago, Johanna Konta seemed to be “going
nowhere”, said Kevin Mitchell in The Guardian.
Ranked 147 in the world, she failed even to qualify
for the Australian Open. In this year’s tournament,
however, Konta has repeatedly “confounded
expectations”. Last week, in the first round, she
knocked out No. 8 seed Venus Williams. Then, on
Monday, she beat Ekaterina Makarova in the fourth
round to become the first British woman to reach the
quarter-finals of a Grand Slam in 32 years. A
confident quarter-final win over Zhang Shuai then
put her through to Thursday’s semis – and whatever
the result, she is likely to enter the world’s top 30.

Konta has long been regarded as a promising player,
said Mike Dickson in The Mail on Sunday. Born in Australia, she
moved to the UK at the age of 14, and as a teenager rose to a
junior ranking of No. 11 in the world. But once she reached her

early 20s, Konta hit a wall. The problem wasn’t a
lack of talent – “everyone knew she could play” –
but rather the “mental side” of her game. In the
“bearpit pressure of tour matches”, her nerves often
let her down. That began to change, however, when
she started working with “mind coach” Juan Coto.
The sports psychologist has taught Konta techniques
to employ when she’s on court – visualisation,
breathing exercises – and she credits him for much of
her subsequent success. In September, she reached
the fourth round of the US Open; and now she has
gone further still. Konta’s “new-found equanimity”
has served her well in this tournament, said Barry
Flatman in The Times. On Monday, she didn’t serve
better than Makarova; she was “inferior” at the net.

But she won because she “wanted it more”: she was the “mentally
stronger” of the two. No wonder the Australians now rue letting
her “slip through their tennis net”.

Johanna Konta: Britain’s new tennis star

Vardy: 16 goals and counting

Konta: record-breaker

Why Premiership clubs are dominating rugby Sporting headlines
Exeter have “pulled off a miracle”,
said Nigel Walrond in The Daily
Telegraph. On Sunday, in one of the
most dramatic finales in Champions
Cup history, the side reached the
quarter-finals of Europe’s premier
rugby competition for the first time.
They had started the day bottom of
their group – but thanks to a 33-17
victory over Welsh side Ospreys, and
Bordeaux Bègles’s “unlikely win” at
Clermont Auvergne, they squeaked
through. Exeter are one of a
whopping five English sides in the
quarter-finals, said Alex Lowe in The
Times. That’s a record for any nation.
Competing alongside the Chiefs will be
Saracens, Northampton, Leicester and Wasps.
Make no mistake: the Premiership is now the
“dominant league” in Europe.

But while that’s great news for
English rugby, such dominance is
bad for the “global game”, said
Stuart Barnes, in the same paper.
The remaining three places were
taken by French clubs – and for the
first time, neither Ireland nor Wales
has a team in the quarter-finals. That
reflects how, as resources become
more concentrated, the Celtic nations
are being “financially squeezed”. Yet
money alone doesn’t explain why
English teams are proving so
successful this season. More
important is a “shift in style”: with

the exception of Northampton, the quarter-
finalists are playing at a higher tempo than ever
before. After nine “empty years of trying”,
there’s a “great chance” of an English side
lifting the trophy.

Exeter’s Don Armand
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✔ 12 day Bergen-Kirkenes-Bergen Classic Round Voyage in
cabin grade of your choice on a full-board basis

✔ Free camera or binoculars offer*
✔ English speaking tour guides on excursions
✔ 34 ports of call, including 22 north of the Arctic Circle
✔ Huge choice of departure dates
✔ 7 days (of your 12 day voyage) are spent above the Arctic Circle
✔ Full ATOL protection (when booking flights through Hurtigruten)
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YOUR ITINERARY

• Return flights and transfers (available from £330pp)
• Optional excursions • Luggage handling • Travel insurance
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DAYS 1-4:
Your adventure begins in the city of Bergen, before setting sail along
the Hjeltefjord to the charming town of Ålesund. During summer,
UNESCO-listed Geirangerfjord is next. After visiting Trondheim, we
cross into the Arctic Circle, where the ‘Midnight Sun’ can bewitnessed
during the height of summer, with 24 hours of uninterrupted daylight.

DAYS 5-8:
En-route to Honningsvåg youmay spot herds of reindeer as we head
for Gjesværstappan Nature Reserve. Sailing through the homeland of
the indigenous Sami people, we dock in Mehamn to see the UNESCO-
listedMeridian Column. Voyaging past the Lyngen Alps, we head for
Tromsø and aMidnight Concert at the Arctic Cathedral.

DAYS 9-12:
We cross the Risøyrenna Channel to Risøyhamn, continuing on to
Trollfjord’smajesticmountains and the chance to witness the towering
peaks of the LofotenWall. The experience of crossing the Arctic Circle
sees us sail past the Seven Sistersmountains, returning to Trondheim,
Ålesund, Torvika andMåløy as our journey draws to a close.
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YOUR 12-DAY ITINERARY - BERGEN-KIRKENES-BERGEN

DAILY DEPARTURES AVAILABLE
Call or visit us online to book your trip

CLASSICROUNDVOYAGE
from only£1249pp

50+

EXCURSIONS
AVAILABLECall 0203 811 0878 or visit

www.hurtigruten.co.uk
or visit your preferred travel agent

FREE
CAMERA
OFFER*

OR BINOCULARS

A breathtaking adventure through the
landscapes that shape Norway

CLASSIC ROUND VOYAGE

DAY 1: Embarkation in Bergen

DAY 2: Florø - Ålesund - Molde
DAY 3: Kristansund - Trondheim - Rørvik
DAY 4: Brønnøysund - Bodø - Svolvær
DAY 5: Tromsø
DAY 6: Øksfjord – Berlevåg
DAY 7: Båtsford – Kirkenes – Berlevåg
DAY 8: Mehamn – Tromsø
DAY 9: Stamsund
DAY 10: Bodø – Rørvik
DAY 11: Trondheim
DAY 12: Bergen

This ultimate 12-day voyage takes
you from Bergen to Kirkenes and back
visiting no less than 34 ports.
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Toothless Tridents?
To The Daily Telegraph
In your guide to Trident, you
state that the combined power
of its 16 missiles is equivalent
to eight times the explosive
power of the bomb dropped
on Hiroshima.

The US developed a
conventional warhead in
2006 that used tungsten steel
rods; arriving at supersonic
speed from the stratosphere,
these create enough kinetic
energy to blast a lot of very
large holes. They could be
fired as a first-strike weapon
without any of the inhibitions
that prevent us from using
nuclear warheads.

The cost of maintaining
a nuclear deterrent has
reduced our conventional
armed forces to a level well
below that required to
defend our nation.
Conventional warheads for
Trident would at least be
usable and are therefore
worthy of discussion.
Commander Robert Forsyth
RN (retd.), Deddington,
Oxfordshire

History’s ugly heroes
To The Times
Oxford must clean up its
history, and be seen to do so,
to set an example to
Cambridge and every other
university. Hiding Cecil
Rhodes away is not enough.
The university and its colleges
should form a commission to
ensure that anyone
commemorated is fit to be
remembered. How do we
know that Ashmole or Bodley
deserve to have the museum
or library that bear their
names? Would Saint Edmund
of Abingdon have satisfied
today’s tests of probity and
canonisation sufficiently to
have a college named after
him? Were Balliol and
Keble fit and proper
persons? In a multicultural
world, is it still acceptable
for an institution to have a
name such as Jesus, Corpus
Christi (Latin is hardly
inclusive), Christ Church or
St John’s? New College is
grotesquely misleading.
Ruskin also might not
withstand close inspection.

Nor can it stop there.
College dining halls are
littered with portraits that
openly defy modern

expectations. The time has
surely come to reflect the
reality of the present by
correcting the imbalance on
their walls, which could
offend some students, and
might even disconcert or
intimidate the more sensitive
among them. Anyway, a
thorough investigation into
the sitters’ lives would almost
certainly take most of them
down. Ought Churchill to
stay up? He smoked, and
drank more units than the
recommended quota. Nor is it
confined to the academy: can
we continue to live with the
Tate Modern or Tate Britain
without shame?

History has become too
distressing for intelligent
young people to handle.
Can reforming the curriculum
go far enough? Perhaps it is
time to take history off the
menu altogether.
Michael J.H. Liversidge,
emeritus dean, faculty of arts,
University of Bristol

The myth of recovery
To The Independent
The job growth that David
Cameron claims has occurred
under his stewardship always
takes place in non-tradable
domestic services; that is, in
areas that do not produce
exports and have no
competition from imports.
This is the job profile of a
Third World country.

If we look at the jobs
that the Tories claim to
have created, almost
all are in poorly paid
domestic services:
waitresses,
bartenders, couriers
and messengers,
employment services
and social services.

And yet this non-
economy on the
verge of collapse is
said by the idiots in
Westminster to be
in recovery.
Alan Hinnrichs,
Dundee

Muslim women’s choice
To The Sunday Telegraph
I am a Swedish national who
moved to Britain when I got
married. I agree that all
immigrants, not just Muslims,
should seek to learn the
English language. However,
the idea that a parent should
potentially be separated from
their child owing to a lack of
English-language skills is
completely wrong.

As a Muslim woman, I
also believe that the
Government should consult
us before deciding to ban
gender segregation during
meetings in public buildings.
Would it not be better for
individuals to choose for
themselves where they
would like to sit, rather
than for the Government to
impose restrictions?
Rabia Aftab, London

Is it a stigma…
To The Guardian
Red front doors in
Middlesbrough, red
wristbands in Cardiff. Not
long ago another group of
vilified people were also
made to mark their doors
and wear a distinctive badge –
the yellow star. Who is
advising Clearsprings?
Dr Jonathan Fluxman,
London

…or a meal ticket?
To The Guardian
A wristband indicates an
advantage. Meals or drinks
at a holiday resort, access to
a festival or an event. If you
are escaping from the threat
of starvation, bombing or
death, to wear a wristband
guaranteeing you three meals
a day in safety seems quite
an advantage.
Graham Bennett,
London
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LETTERS
Pick of the week’s correspondence

© KANIN/THE NEW YORKER

“I’m sorry your head hurts, sweetie –
is there anything I can do to make you

shut up about it?”

● Letters have been edited

Exchange of the week
Murdered on British soil

To The Times
There’s a remarkable contradiction between the robust
defence of UK sovereignty against our neighbours in France,
Germany and the Netherlands, as expressed through the
collective decisions of the European Union, and the limp
response to the abuse of our sovereignty by “probable”
Russian state employees in the murder of Mr Litvinenko.
Two travel bans and a protest to the Russian ambassador
seems grossly inadequate.

Russian oligarchs are welcomed to London – they are the
largest national contingent in the UK’s Tier 1 (Investor)
category, ahead even of the Chinese. Some of the most
expensive property in London is reported to be Russian-
owned, though hidden behind corporate vehicles based in tax
havens. Some, at least, of their purchases have involved the
money-laundering of improperly acquired funds.

Why is the Conservative Government so passive about
abuses of British law and values, on British soil, by citizens
of authoritarian countries, yet strongly resistant to sharing
sovereignty with our democratic and law-abiding
European neighbours?
Lord Wallace of Saltaire

To The Times
With so much coverage of the political killing of Mr
Litvinenko, I was surprised no comparisons were made with
Mossad, the highly efficient secret service arm of Israel. Not
recently, but over the years, there have been well-reported
instances of killings and kidnappings carried out by Mossad,
which would have nothing to learn from the seemingly
clumsy efforts of the Russians.

We all sympathise with the family of Mr Litvinenko, but
we live in difficult times, and for all the fine words expressed
in Parliament, realpolitik will prevail.
A.M. Jones, Widmerpool, Nottingham
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Back in the late 1980s, the “intelligent,
educated and aristocratic” de Védrines
family were living happily in their
ancestral château in France, said James
McConnachie in The Sunday Times.
Yet within a few years, 11 of them
were working as “virtual slaves” in an
Oxford suburb, robbed of assets worth
$6m, including the family home. Their mistake? To trust a pair of
tricksters who somehow persuaded them that their lives were at
risk from “nefarious Freemasons” in pursuit of ancient treasure.
Only the conmen could guarantee the family’s safety.

Were the de Védrines uniquely gullible? No, says psychologist
and New Yorker columnist Maria Konnikova in this “exhilara-
ting and intelligent” study of the con trick and how it works. As
she makes plain, even the brightest of us have an instinctive desire
to believe. Indeed, one 2014 study found that “clever and
articulate” people are more likely than others to be trusting. And
the best con artists know just how to exploit our “psychological
biases”, with devastating effects. “Almost all of us are suckers for
books about suckers,” said Jennifer Senior in The New York

Times, and Konnikova has collected
some “fabulous tales of fabulists”.
On her list: the self-styled count who
twice sold the Eiffel Tower, claiming
it was soon to be dismantled; and the
art dealer who trafficked in fakes so
convincing they fooled even the
president of New York’s oldest gallery.
But she offers much more than mere
history; this a “psychological lexicon”
of the scam, with chapters detailing
every stage from the “put-up”
(identifying the victim, or “mark”)
to the final “fleecing”. Konnikova
knows how to make “a great story
vibrate with life”; my only complaint
is that she includes so many that they

simply “whirl by on a carousel”.
But the sheer variety of con tricks she covers shows that we all

fall prey to different techniques, said Michael Skapinker in the
FT. The fraudster Bernie Madoff, for example, used the lure of
“exclusivity”. Clients had to apply to join his investment scheme –
and he made them wait. Yet one thing the con artists in this book
have in common, said Angela Chen in The Guardian, is a “gran-
diose sense of self”. Many are so proud of their skill, they were
“downright eager” to talk to Konnikova. And they’re finding it
ever easier to operate: the internet is the perfect tool for spotting
the softest targets – “the emotionally vulnerable and lonely”. Like
the rest of us, only more so, they are all too ready to ignore “the
inner voice whispering that things are too good to be true”.

The Confidence Game
by Maria Konnikova
Canongate 352pp £12.99
The Week bookshop £10.99 (incl. p&p)

Review of reviews: Books

Book of the week

Once I thought of the North Sea as “mournful,
miserable, murky, mundane”, said Rose George
in The Guardian. Not after reading Tom Blass’s
fascinating travelogue. It conjures up a world
that is “peculiar, ethereal and definitely
different”. It takes us to the tiny, low-lying
Halligen islands off the German coast, where the
locals still build their homes on warften, man-made hillocks, to guard against
storm tides. It acquaints us with the “stew of languages” still spoken by coastal
communities, from Jutish (“sometimes dismissed as Potato Danish”) to the
“numerous dialects” of Frisian. It tells of the once vital role of the herring in the
region’s economy: the fish was so important that the English used it to pay taxes
(the word “sterling” derives from “easterling”, a name given to the Baltic
herring). “Such details are gems”, typical of a writer fascinated by the “criss-
crossing” of cultures around the North Sea.

Blass tries to portray the North Sea “in the round, winds and all”, said Jan
Morris in the Literary Review. “I found myself rambling” between chapters on
sociology, mythology and history: the first “sea-bathing machine” was recorded
in Scarborough in 1735; the island of Heligoland was Britain’s only North Sea
colony until swapped with Germany for Zanzibar in 1890. “You are seldom
more than a few pages from encountering an invigorating detail,” said Matthew
Adams in The Observer. Who knew, for example, about the “micronation of
Sealand”, an offshore platform ruled by its own prince since 1967? The book is
by no means perfect. Blass’s prose is sometimes “laboured”, and the sheer range
of his interests can “rob the book of focus”. But, “for the most part, this is an
invigorating and atmospheric account of a world that is central to our identity”.

The Naked Shore: Of the
North Sea
by Tom Blass
Bloomsbury 320pp £20
The Week bookshop £17 (incl. p&p)

To order these titles at the above discounts, or any other book in print,
visit the online bookshop at www.theweek.co.uk/bookshop, or tel 0843-060 0020. Free p&p for UK customers.

For p&p in Europe, add 20% of the cost of the order, and 35% in the rest of the world.

Novel of the week
The Noise of Time
by Julian Barnes
Jonathan Cape 192pp £14.99

The Week bookshop £12.99 (incl. p&p)

“Make no mistake,” said Alex Preston in The
Observer, this is Julian Barnes’s “masterpiece”.
A fictionalised biography of Shostakovich, it
focuses on the composer’s relationship with the
Soviet authorities, and the compromises he made
to gain their favour. Against his will, he joined
the Communist Party and, on a propaganda tour
of the US, publicly denounced Stravinsky, a
composer he liked and admired. The book raises
issues of universal significance: the “operation
of power upon art, the limits of courage and
endurance, and the sometimes intolerable
demands of personal integrity and conscience”.

But anyone expecting the “taut thriller-ish”
qualities of Barnes’s 2011 Booker Prize winner,
The Sense of an Ending, will be disappointed,
said Duncan White in The Daily Telegraph.
There’s too little tension, too many “self-pitying”
monologues, and too much historical scene-
setting, agreed Arifa Akbar in The Independent.
Some passages read like a “patronising history
lesson”. The only action is in Shostakovich’s
head as he muses on his life. We read Barnes for
“an arresting story”: it’s “not what we get” here.

Madoff: used the lure of “exclusivity”
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Drama

Theatre

Herons

Playwright: Simon Stephens
Director: Sean Holmes

Lyric Hammersmith,
London W6

(020-8741 6850)
Until 13 February

Running time:
1hr 20mins

★★

Opera

The Devil Inside

Composer: Stuart MacRae
Libretto: Louise Welsh

Director: Matthew Richardson
Conductor: Michael Rafferty

King’s Theatre,
Edinburgh

Until 30 January, then
touring (thedevilinside.

musictheatrewales.org.uk)

Running time:
1hr 50mins

★★★★

Simon Stephens’s play, first seen
at the Royal Court in 2001,
doesn’t stint on the “horror”
of urban life, said Michael
Billington in The Guardian. It’s
a powerfully graphic study of
“broken homes, merciless
bullying and physical
barbarism”. The pivotal
character is Billy, a solemn
14-year-old from east London
who is brutally persecuted by a
teenage gang after his dad
“grasses to the cops” about who
was responsible for the
drowning of a girl in the River
Lea. This is a “salutary” play
about teenage life, excellently
acted by its committed young
cast, and it deserves to be seen.
But I have my reservations about Sean Holmes’s
overly “expressive” production, which swamps
the play’s “lyricism” with its elaborate staging.

On the contrary, I think it’s a “terrific”
revival, said Claire Allfree in The Daily
Telegraph. Holmes’s boldest innovation is to
have flooded the stage with water. It’s an
immensely powerful metaphor that not only
carries “the ripples” of the earlier drowning but
also threatens “at any point to rise up and
drown” beleaguered Billy and his bullying
schoolmates. Set against the action, Holmes and
his designer, Hyemi Shin, have also installed a
constantly playing video backdrop of monkeys
and their sometimes violent rituals. The simian

metaphor seems a bit “clumsy”
on first encounter, said Tom
Wicker in The Stage. But as the
play draws us in, it becomes ever
clearer that “the joke is on us”:
the monkey videos are an ironic
comment on an audience’s desire
for neatly presented parallels,
and on “the smug detachment”
of the would-be anthropologist.

Let’s not make excuses, said
Aleks Sierz on TheArtsDesk.
com. The video is clumsy, as is
much of the rest of this “sad and
unengaging” production. It has
the “presumably unintended”
but nasty effect of suggesting
that working-class Londoners
are animals. As for the laughable
onstage pool in which the

unfortunate actors are obliged to splash about,
“I know we had the wettest December in years,
but this is ridiculous”. Almost every aspect of
Holmes’s look-at-me staging ruins what should
be a “desperately moving” piece.

It’s a rare church these days in
which you will hear a “cracking
sermon about Hell”, said
Richard Morrison in The Times.
“In the opera house, by contrast,
eternal torment” is as potent a
threat now as when Mozart
wrote Don Giovanni or Berlioz
wrote The Damnation of Faust.
The latest opera to consign one
of its characters to a “permanent
barbecue” is this riveting and
superbly staged new piece –
which over the next few months
will be touring England and
Wales – from composer Stuart
MacRae and novelist Louise
Welsh. The pair, who have
two previous collaborations
under their belts, are fast-
becoming “Scotland’s answer to Verdi and
Boito”, though it is a much older Scottish writer,
Robert Louis Stevenson, whose Faustian short
story The Bottle Imp provides the plot for The
Devil Inside.

For her libretto, Welsh updates Stevenson’s
spooky yarn to the modern world and adds
some twists of her own, said Ken Walton in The
Scotsman. A mysterious glowing bottle contains
an imp that will grant any wish… but there are
two catches: whoever dies while possessing the
bottle will roast in Hell for all eternity; and the
bottle can only be sold on to someone aware of
the consequences and at a price lower than its

previous sale. It’s a “tantalising
dilemma”, upon which Welsh
has built an “ingenious” libretto,
while MacRae’s splendid score
“wastes no time in establishing
its role as a binding, life-giving
thread” – restless, vivid and
compelling from the outset.

The whole thing is so
thrillingly successful – keeping
up musical and dramatic
momentum throughout – that
one has to wonder why no one
has turned this material into an
opera before now, said George
Hall in The Guardian. With
only four singers and a small
orchestra, this is clearly a show
that has been built with the
daunting economics of touring

in mind. But Matthew Richardson’s production,
brilliantly designed by Samal Blak, “makes a
virtue of simplicity while underlining the
creepiness of the tale”. Bravo!

Stars reflect the overall quality of reviews and our own independent assessment (4 stars=don’t miss; 1 star=don’t bother)

Steven Page with the bottle

Sophia Decaro and Billy Matthews

The week’s other opening
The Weir
Royal Lyceum, Edinburgh (0131-248 4848)
This cracking production of Conor McPherson’s
modern classic, built around bar-room yarns
and confessions in rural Ireland, is poignant,
funny and melancholic; this is theatre that will
“haunt the imagination” (Times). Ends 6 Feb.

CD of the week
Lucinda Williams: The Ghosts of
Highway 20 (Highway 20 Records £10.99)
Williams is clearly “on a roll”: it’s just 18 months
since she released a 20-track double album,
Down Where the Spirit Meets the Bone, and
now she’s back with this bittersweet “epic serv-
ing of Southern Americana” (Sunday Times).
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Film
I had assumed there was no conceivable way the
financial collapse of 2008 could be made to seem
“compelling or sexy”, said Deborah Ross in The
Spectator. The Big Short proves me wrong. Most of
us haven’t a clue what caused the sub-prime mortgage
bubble (or even what the phrase means), said
Geoffrey Macnab in The Independent: the wonderful
thing about this “slick” comedy drama is that director
Adam McKay splices it with simple but entertaining
explanations. The film also benefits from the “star
power” of its cast, with Steve Carrell as the nervy
hedge-fund manager who realises early on the depth
of corruption in the banking system, Christian Bale as a socially inept numbers whizz coming to the
same conclusion, and Ryan Gosling, the film’s narrator, as a smooth but foul-mouthed banker. The
result is an “outrageously entertaining” comedy, if a little “too glib” in places, said Allan Hunter in
the Daily Express. And it’s sometimes quite hard to warm to characters who make a fortune by
betting on a banking crisis that ruins the lives of countless others, said Joshua Rothkopf in Time
Out. Nevertheless, this “riotous” comedy carries you along with its exuberance.

The Big Short
Dir: Adam McKay
2hrs 10mins (15)

Riotous comedy about
the banking crisis

★★★★

If this narcotically seductive martial-arts epic were
any more beautiful, it could be “prosecuted under the
dangerous drugs act”, said Nigel Andrews in the
Financial Times. In ninth century China, a gorgeous
young woman (Shu Qi) trains as an assassin. Her
mission is to dispatch a corrupt local ruler (Chang
Chen), but on discovering that the man was once her
fiancé, she develops qualms. The storyline, which
skips backwards and forwards in time, is far harder
to follow than that makes it sound, said Kevin Maher
in The Times. And the whole thing plays out so
agonisingly slowly – pausing regularly for dreamy
shots of trees blowing in the breeze – that I confess I found myself nodding off. But the Cannes
judges were right to award Taiwanese veteran director Hsiao-Hsien Hou the best director prize for
The Assassin, said Robbie Collin in The Daily Telegraph. The film boasts sword-fighting scenes
amid the swaying branches of treetops that are reminiscent of similar scenes in Crouching Tiger,
Hidden Dragon, but even more spectacular. It is “a work of strange and subtle power”.

The Assassin
Dir: Hsiao-Hsien Hou

1hr 46mins (12A)

Martial arts meets
art house

★★★★

Our Brand is Crisis flopped at the US box office, but
it’s actually rather good, said Tim Robey in The Daily
Telegraph. A “smartly written, cheekily engaged,
glibly enjoyable political satire”, it stars Sandra
Bullock, in her first film role since Gravity, as a
burnt-out political spin doctor lured from retirement
to run a campaign for a disgraced Bolivian
presidential candidate. Working for the other side is a
snake-like fellow spin doctor (Billy Bob Thornton),
and the two try to outdo each other for ruthlessness.
The “toxic” romantic chemistry between them is
compelling, said Joshua Rothkopf in Time Out. What
a pity the film had to be diluted by wishy-washy themes of “earnestness and crushed idealism”. It
also suffers by comparison with the far “sharper” 2005 documentary of the same name, which
inspired it. The “lumpen” storytelling and “stale” morals make for an unappetising cocktail of a
movie, said Nigel Andrews in the FT. It’s a cocktail that’s not worth sampling.

Our Brand
is Crisis

Dir: David Gordon Green
1hr 47mins (15)

Sandra Bullock succumbs
to gravity

★★

Bad Bromance (15) ★★★

Once the nerd of his high-
school class, Jack Black, now
in middle age, flies to LA to
persuade a Hollywood big
shot (James Marsden), who
used to be the class hero, to
return for their 20-year high-
school reunion. Events then
take a surprising turn, alter-
nately disturbing and hilar-
ious. The question posed by
this excruciatingly awkward
comedy, graced with a rather
touching performance from
Black, is this: what happens
when a “bromance” becomes
a little too romantic?

Out on DVD

No one will be able to accuse the BBC
of overlooking the 400th anniversary
of Shakespeare’s death, said The Daily
Telegraph. This spring, you won’t be
able to turn on the TV without
bumping into the Bard. There will be
history plays starring Judi Dench and
Benedict Cumberbatch. David Tennant
will be in Stratford-upon-Avon to host
Shakespeare Live! – a variety show
celebrating the playwright’s influence
on everything from opera to hip hop.

It doesn’t stop there. The daytime
TV soap Doctors will have a week of
storylines linked to the sonnets. Gyles
Brandreth will scour the nation looking for
people called Shakespeare. Countryfile will
explore the Warwickshire scenery that

inspired the Bard. There’ll even be an
interactive website – Shakespeare Me
– that will match any set of emojis
(cartoon faces) you select to an
appropriate Shakespeare quotation:
choose an “angry” face emoji, for
example, and you might get “Come
not between the dragon and his
wrath” from King Lear.

And don’t think you’ll be able to
avoid Shakespeare fatigue by turning
to the radio, said Jack Malvern in The
Times. Radio 4 will be awash with his
plays, including a five-part Hamlet,
and drama serial Home Front is slip-

ping a Shakespeare line into every episode this
year. Radio 3 has a weekend devoted to music
inspired by him. I’m afraid there’s no escape.

All the BBC is a stage for Shakespeare

The Bard: overkill?



This week’s designs
from Swoon Editions

NEW DESIGNS DAILY
CRAFTSMAN-MADE

FREE DELIVERY & RETURNS

SAVE £20
With voucher code THEWEEKMAG
Visit swooneditions.com/theweekmag
or call 020 3137 2464

the Connor
Fashioned from age-old reclaimed pine with a rustic finish, no two Connor desks are the same. It’s a versatile piece with a touch of
vintage elegance. Just £269.

the Ando
Crafted from mango wood with a whitewash finish, the Ando lets its
louvered front do all the talking, while the three drawers hide away
any clutter. Just £329.

Save £20 on a £200 minimum spend. Cannot be used alongside any other offers or promotions – ends at midnight on 05.02.16.
Prices shown accurate at time of print. Full terms can be found at swooneditions.com/terms

the Karla
The Scandi-inspired Karla armchair has feather-filled
cushions upholstered in Stonewashed Grey to suit any
living space. Just £329.
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The work of the British landscape
painter Francis Towne (1739-1816)
is a “revelation”, said Laura
Cumming in The Observer. His best
watercolours display “not just a way
of painting, but a way of looking at
the world”. Yet for all of this
“brilliant” and “original” artist’s
achievements, he never attracted the
acclaim that was his due. His talents
were largely ignored outside his
adopted home town of Exeter; even
the 54 watercolours he painted of
Rome during his tour of Italy in
1780 – “by general consent his
greatest works” – failed to sell. To
add insult to injury, he was rejected
by the Royal Academy no fewer
than 11 times. Towne died in relative
obscurity, but not before bequeathing
his Rome paintings to the British
Museum, where they gathered dust
for decades before critics began to
reappraise his work. Only now,
incredibly, has the BM decided to put
the whole set on display, “the first
time they have been shown together
since his death”. This exhibition is
“massively overdue”, but “better late
than never”.

These paintings are executed with
“enviable elegance and skill”, said
Alastair Sooke in The Daily Telegraph. Towne had a “strangeness
of sensibility” that makes his work “compelling”. But the trouble

is, it’s “hard to get especially
excited” by them. By comparison
with contemporaries such as Turner
or Constable, Towne can seem
“insipid and polite”. Naturally, he
painted the major landmarks – the
Colosseum, St Peter’s and the ruins
of the Forum. His “eerie” views of
ruins, also seen in his painting of the
Baths of Caracalla, are “monuments
to old ideas about decay and the
evanescence of empire”. But they are
devoid of life and “too artificial to
be truly satisfying”.

On the contrary, these watercolours
are simply “astonishing”, said
Jonathan Jones in The Guardian.
Towne’s “technical mastery” of
details such as the curling roots of
trees and the whiteness of sunlight is
enough to make the “imagination
soar”. His work is not “an objective
record of reality”; he was a
“romantic poet” of a painter. Think
of these works as companions to
The History of the Decline and Fall
of the Roman Empire by Towne’s
contemporary, Edward Gibbon:
both can be seen as an “awed
attempt” to understand how some-
thing so vast could give way to the
“melancholy” state in which they

found its ruins. Towne may not be a famous artist, but as this
“entrancing” show demonstrates, he was certainly a “great one”.

Exhibition of the week
Light, Time, Legacy: Francis Towne’s Watercolours of Rome

The British Museum, London WC1 (020-7323 8299, www. britishmuseum.org). Until 14 August

What is it about maps that fascinates us
so much? They are supposed to be
simple navigational tools, yet they have
a powerful pull on the imagination.
Does the appeal stem from some weird
desire to see our surroundings, whether
local or exotic, in the abstract? Or in
finding unexpected connections
between places and events that matter
to us? These are the kind of questions
you end up pondering after seeing this
fascinating little show, which contains
everything from scrunched-up London
street plans arranged into the shape of
trees, to maps representing Europe’s
changing political structure between
1939 and the present day. In the work
of Ewan David Eason, we find echoes
of Victorian sociologist Charles Booth’s
famous “poverty maps”, while Adele
Moreau approaches her subject with

origami-like delicacy. Perhaps most
intriguing of all are the hologram maps
of Bulgarian-born artist Yanko Tihov,
which explain Europe’s bloody past of
border conflicts and migration more
succinctly than any history book could.
Prices range from £200 to £4,250.

32 Store Street, London WC1 (020-
7580 2118). Until 13 February.

Towne’s Inside the Colosseum (1780): “technical mastery”

Where to buy…
The Week reviews an
exhibition in a private gallery

You Are Here
at Store Street Gallery

Eason’s Mappa Mundi London: £3,200

A photographer
known for his
portraits of the
rich and famous
confirmed this
week that he
had sold a
photograph of
a potato for
£750,000.

Kevin Abosch,
46, who has dual
Irish-American
nationality, made
his name taking close-up photographs of the
likes of Steven Spielberg, Bob Geldof and
Facebook’s Sheryl Sandberg, against his
trademark dark background. In 2010 Abosch
photographed a potato – an organic one, as it
happens – against a similar background, and
hung it on his own wall. There it was spotted
over dinner by an unnamed European
businessman, reports The Sunday Times.
“We had two glasses of wine and he said: ‘I
really like that.’ Two more glasses of wine and
he said: ‘I really want that.’ We set the price
two weeks later.” Abosch’s commissioned
works cost in excess of £200,000; the
businessman bought the potato – one of three
different-sized prints of the image – for s1m.

Spud you like… will cost s1m
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Last chance
Turner in January at the Scottish National
Gallery, Edinburgh (0131-624 6200). An
annual display of Turner watercolours,
bequeathed on condition they be exhibited
free of charge in January. “Scintillating” (FT).
Ends 31 January.

Showing now
Eddie Izzard: Force Majeure Reloaded at
Palace Theatre, London W1 (0870-154 4040,
www.eddieizzard.com). After touring in 28
countries and performing in four languages, the
comedian has returned with a revamped version
of his “gloriously sprawling show” (London
Evening Standard). Ends 20 February.

Book now
Tickets are selling fast for Simon McBurney’s
The Encounter. This “spellbinding” one-man
show makes extraordinary use of sound to tell
the story of photographer Loren McIntyre, who
got lost in the Brazilian rainforest while
searching for the Mayoruna people (Telegraph).
12 February-6 March, Barbican, London EC2
(020-7638 8891).

Norman Rosenthal, former head of the Royal
Academy, is curating Andy Warhol: Works
from the Hall Collection, featuring more than
100 works never before seen in public. From 4
February, Ashmolean, Oxford (01865-278000).

Just out in paperback
Girl in the Dark by Anna Lyndsey (Bloomsbury
£9.99). Lyndsey’s account of her struggle with a
crippling sensitivity to light is told with “bravery
and touches of black comedy” (Sunday Times).

Killers of the King by
Charles Spencer, 2014
(Bloomsbury £8.99). I love
this book – impeccable
research and a narrative pace
worthy of a thriller. It shines
a magnificent light on those
who put Charles I to death,
and the terrifying, bloody
days when the hunters became
the hunted. Unmissable.

I Can’t Begin to Tell You
by Elizabeth Buchan, 2014
(Penguin £6.99). A
scintillating WWII story
packed with gripping
espionage and a tremendous
lead character. Constructed
with skill and elegance – no
one writes a cliffhanger
scene like Buchan – it’s a
breathtaking read.

Elizabeth: Renaissance
Prince by Lisa Hilton, 2014
(Orion £8.99). A superbly
innovative and beautifully
written investigation of
Elizabeth I – focusing on her as
a Renaissance Prince. New
scholarship, searing insight and
Hilton’s sharp eye for detail
make this a must-read.

Propaganda and
Intelligence in the Cold
War by Linda Risso, 2014
(Routledge £90).The first
analysis of Natis, the Nato
intelligence service during the
Cold War. It’s an exemplary
investigation into how
international organisations
combine intelligence and
propaganda, and the flawed
relationships created.

The Private Lives of the
Saints by Janina Ramirez,
2015 (WH Allen £20). A
fascinating look at the saints,
filled with superb anecdotes
and fresh research. Ramirez
gives a terrific insight into the
Anglo-Saxon world – often
wrongly characterised as the
Dark Ages.

The Wages of History:
Emotional Labour on Public
History’s Front Line by Amy
M. Tyson, 2013 (University of
Mass. £18.80). Dressed as
a 19th century housewife to
act as a guide to visitors at
Minnesota’s Historic Fort
Snelling, Tyson became
interested in the ambiguities
and pressures inherent in her
role as a historical interpreter.

Best books… Kate Williams
The author, historian and broadcaster Kate Williams picks her six
favourite books. Her latest novel, The Edge of the Fall, is published
by Orion at £14.99

The Week’s guide to what’s worth seeing and reading

Turner’s Heidelberg (c.1846): on show in Edinburgh

Television
Programmes
A Death Row Tale: The
Fear of 13 In David Sington’s
documentary, charismatic
death row inmate Nick Yarris
describes how he ended up a
condemned man. Sun 31 Jan,
BBC4 10pm (90mins).

Camila’s Kids Company:
The Inside Story This film
records the implosion of the
children’s charity and the fall
from grace of Camila
Batmanghelidjh. Wed 3 Feb,
BBC1 9pm (60mins).

World War Three:
Inside the War Room
The world today is closer to
a superpower confrontation
than at any time since the Cold
War. Here former top British
military and diplomatic figures
fight a hypothetical “hot war”
in Eastern Europe. Wed 3 Feb,
BBC2 9pm (60mins).

The Crusades: A
Timewatch Guide Historian
Thomas Asbridge explores the
BBC archive to reveal how
television’s depiction of the
Crusades has changed over
the past 60 years. Wed 3 Feb,
BBC4 9pm (60mins).

Keeping Up with the
Khans Series looking at the
impact of immigration on a
single community – Page Hall
in Sheffield. Each episode
looks at a different group of
immigrants, from the
Pakistanis who came in the
1960s to the asylum seekers
arriving today. Thur 4 Feb,
C4 9pm (60mins).

Films
The Two Faces of January
(2014) Absorbing adaptation
of Patricia Highsmith’s thriller,
with Kirsten Dunst. Sun 31
Jan, Film4 9pm (110mins).

The Guard (2011) Irish crime
caper with Brendan Gleeson as
an unorthodox Garda. Tue 2
Feb, Film 4 11.10pm (110mins).

Titles in print are available from The Week bookshop on 0843-060 0020. For out-of-print books visit www.bibliofind.com

Coming up for auction
Sting and Trudie Styler are
downsizing their London
home, and selling off more
than 200 pieces of art in the
process. Works from the
Art Collection of Sting &
Trudie Styler includes
pieces by Ben Nicholson,
Picasso and Klimt. Among
the highlights is Henri
Matisse’s Jazz (est. £250,000-
£350,000). 24 February,
Christie’s, King St, London
SW1 (020-7839 9060).

The Archers: what happened last week
Pip and Matthew visit a farm in Dorset for research purposes. Rob sneers at the fact there is non-
organic beef in the Bridge Farm shop’s chiller cabinets, telling Tom he wasn’t aware there was a
change of policy. Tom insists it’s good-quality, welfare-friendly beef from a local farmer – and it’s
important to be flexible. Rob responds sarcastically, saying it’s nice to be kept in the loop about new
strategy. Josh helps Rex sort out some fallen trees. Josh says he’s applying for an agriculture degree
at Felpersham, adding that he needs a fallback plan in case his parents’ dairy idea goes pear-shaped.
Rex isn’t impressed to hear that Pip’s gone away with Matthew. Ian and Adam have lunch at Grey
Gables, as Ian wants to try out the new menu as a customer. Ian fishes for information about when
Charlie’s leaving Ambridge. Ian suggests watching some box sets and asks Adam to save The Affair
to watch together. Pip’s sad that Matthew’s been offered a new job in Penrith. Lilian and Justin go
riding together. Justin’s impressed by Lilian’s riding skills. Adam and Charlie say a final awkward
goodbye. Charlie offers to stay, but Adam’s non-committal and Charlie drives away.
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Properties with stunning views

Cornwall: Gull Cottage, The Quay, St Germans, Saltash. A waterside home on
a private road on the River Lynher, with fine views over the river, a tributary of
the Tamar and a Site of Special Scientific Interest. Master suite, 2 further beds,
family bath, breakfast/kitchen, large recep, conservatory, utility, WC, hall, garage,
boat house, garden, 0.25 acres. £700,000; Stags (01752-223933).

Cornwall: Hotch
Potch, Helford,
Helston. A thatched
cottage above the
Helford River, over-
looking the village
and the river beyond,
in an Area of
Outstanding Natural
Beauty. Master bed,
2 further beds,
shower, kitchen,
sitting room, dining
room/conservatory,
utility, detached
studio/office, sun
terrace, parking.
There is also
permission for a loft
conversion to create
a further bed, shower
and study. £895,000;
Strutt & Parker
(01392-215631).

Gloucestershire:
The Old Farmhouse,
Ditchford Hill,
Moreton-in-Marsh.
An elevated Grade
II farmhouse with
outbuildings, sitting
in 9.64 acres of
pretty gardens,
with extensive
southerly views
across the North
Cotswold
countryside. 6 beds,
2 baths, dressing
room, kitchen,
breakfast room,
reception hall, 3
further receps,
study, utility/boot
room, pantry,
cellar, games room,
stores, workshop,
garages, stables,
orchard, paddock.
£1.5m; Knight
Frank (01451-
600610).

▲

▲

▲
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on the market

Kinross: Woodlands,
Kinnesswood. Built five
years ago, this unique
house has wonderful views
over Loch Leven. 3 suites,
2 further beds, family bath,
semi-open-plan kitchen/
double recep, 1st-floor
kitchen/recep, hall, WC,
utility, garage, parking,
garden, 0.34 acres. OIEO
£785,000; Knight Frank
(0131-222 9600).

Devon: The Custom
House, Salcombe. In the
heart of Salcombe, this
landmark house sits
adjacent to the lifeboat
station and has uninter-
rupted views over the
town’s main harbour,
The Bag and towards
East Portlemouth. This
former customs and
excise house has been
refurbished over recent
years. Master suite,
4 further beds, family
bath, wet room,
breakfast/kitchen,
2 receps, utility, hall,
cloakroom, private off-
road parking, courtyard,
private mooring line.
OIEO £2.5m; Knight
Frank (01392-423111).

Shropshire:
The Orchard,
Ironbridge. A
Victorian family
home with fine
views over the
Ironbridge Gorge,
a Unesco World
Heritage Site.
Master suite,
3 further beds,
family bath,
breakfast/kitchen,
3 receps, hall, rear
hall, art room, wine
cellar, utility, garden
stores, workshop,
3-storey garage,
gardens and
grounds of just
under an acre.
£645,000; Savills
(01952-239500).

Argyll: Glaschoine House,
Cairndow. A substantial country
house set in grounds of around an acre
with fantastic views over Loch Fyne,
the longest sea loch in Scotland.
Glaschoine House, formerly part of the
Ardkinglas Estate, has been carefully
refurbished to take full advantage of
the open views over the water. Master
suite, guest suite, 3 further beds, family
bath, shower, kitchen, 3 receps, utility,
larder, library, WC, garden. £350,000;
Savills (0141-222 5875).

Swansea: Apartment 18, Langland Bay Manor, Swansea. A flat in this
historic Grade II Scottish baronial-style manor with panoramic sea views.
The building sits in an elevated position, less than 100 metres from the
beach. Large bed, bathroom, open-plan kitchen/double recep, hall, gated
parking and integrated security system. £325,000; Savills (02920-368930).

▲

▲

▲
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Food & Drink
LEISURE

If you are asked to picture a nice glass
of Rioja, the chances are you will think

red, rich and oaky. Sure, the Rioja
region does indeed major on
barrel-aged reds, mainly made
from its wonderful tempranillo
grape, says Susy Atkins in The
Daily Telegraph. But here are
three other great Riojas – two
crisp whites and a mazuelo red.

Solar Viejo Blanco 2014, Rioja, Spain
(£6.99; SohoWine.co.uk). Rioja’s own viura
grape brings fresh, crisp zip to this white
wine, which has a gingery orange note,
while the rare addition of 40% chardonnay
adds richness. Nicely done.

Viña Real Rioja Blanco 2014, CVNE,
Spain (£9.29; Majestic). Here’s a lesson in
well-judged, subtle oak character, with a little
spice and vanilla coming through on the
finish. Great with smoked fish.

Beronia Collección Mazuelo Reserva,
2008, Rioja, Spain (£17.76; TheDrinkShop.
com). Mazuelo can taste tough, but this red is
aromatic, inviting and mellow.

What the experts recommend
Flour & Ash 203b Cheltenham Road,
Bristol (0117-908 3228)
If restaurant chefs exist on a continuum
from “feeder” to “nerd”, than I’m more
a fan of the feeders, says Jay Rayner in The
Observer – the “bashers and boshers” who
love to satisfy others with hearty, heartfelt
fare. “Which makes my utter delight in
Flour & Ash in Bristol all the more
surprising, if only to me.” This chic little
place is “about as nerdy a restaurant as
you will hope to find” – fanatically
devoted to baking the perfect sourdough
(the Flour) and using a wood-fired oven
as their sole cooking source (the Ash). It
works; the sourdough here must be among
the choicest breads available in Britain,
with a deep acidic tang to the elastic
crumb and a satisfying crunch to the crust.
And it’s put to thrilling use in a superb
range of pizzas – “some of the best I have
eaten in a long time”. Nor is it just the
pizzas: everything here is “glorious”, from
a starter of four huge tiger prawns roasted
in a herby garlic butter, to the ice creams
and sorbet desserts. Meal for two,
including drinks and service, £40-£60.

Burnt Truffle 104-106 Telegraph Road,
Heswall, Wirral (0151-342 1111)
Gary Usher, the chef at Burnt Truffle, has
“pedigree”, says Lisa Markwell in The
Independent. His first restaurant, Sticky
Walnut in Chester, is going great guns.
And when he launched this new place via

crowdfunding, some “big names, including
those he’d worked for (Angela Hartnett)
and some he hadn’t (Ashley Palmer-Watts,
Neil Rankin), ponied up pledges straight
away”. I can see why: this is an
“accomplished” as well as an obviously
“well-loved” project, with a clarity and
confidence to the cooking that is
“altogether relaxing”. A starter of flamed
mackerel and tartare with kohlrabi, capers
and samphire is a “harmonious refined
assembly”; while a game ragu with
pappardelle is “earthy and authoritatively
seasoned” with a “snowdrift of
breadcrumbs for crunch. No tricks, just
fireworks.” For mains, my haunch of

(“unapologetically ruby”) venison is
delicious, and my daughter’s tender steak
“unfeasibly glossy”. And the superb
French cheese plate that ends our
“memorable” meal elicits “a small sigh of
contentment”. £120 for two, with wine.

Arthur’s Café 495 Kingsland Road,
London E8 (020-7254 3391)
It was the death of The Stockpot that led
me to Arthur’s, says Marina O’Loughlin in
The Guardian. I had taken to Twitter to
mourn the passing of the Soho institution;
“home of the cheap dinner” and “bulwark
against burgerification”. This prompted a
fellow nostalgic to ask: “Have you been to
Arthur’s?” I had not. And I am very glad I
now have. Arthur’s Café in Dalston bears
the legend “Father, son and grandson Est.
1935” – and the 88-year-old “son”,
Arthur Woodham, has been in situ since
1948. “Everything that is served at
Arthur’s is proper” and freshly cooked.
“Eggs fried flawlessly: flowing, golden
yolks without a hint of snottiness; sausages
evenly browned with the odd caramelly
burnt bit.” The beef stew (lunch special on
the day I went) tasted of onions and
decent, slow-cooked meat – a stew from
the days before stews were “gussied up”
as casseroles. All told, I suspect that this
“permanently packed” place will
“continue to delight for at least another
couple of generations. This makes me very
happy.” About £6 a head, with drinks.

Burnt Truffle: a “well-loved” project

• Preheat the oven to
200°C. Heat the oil in a
frying pan. Add the sliced
onion and fry, stirring
often, until lightly
browned and softened.
Add the pancetta and fry,
stirring, for 2-3 minutes.
• In a large saucepan,
mix together the crème
fraîche, milk, thyme leaves and
roast garlic paste. Season with salt
and pepper. Bring to the boil and add
the potato slices. Reduce the heat
and simmer, covered, for 8 minutes.

Mix in the fried pancetta
and onion.

• In a greased ovenproof
dish, layer about a third of
the crème fraîche and
potato mixture. Top with
a layer of reblochon slices.
Repeat the process,
finishing with another
layer of cheese.

• Bake for 1 hour in the preheated
oven until the potato slices are tender
and the topping is golden brown.

• Serve warm straight from the oven.

Recipe of the week

Serves 4 1 tbsp vegetable oil 1 onion, halved and finely sliced 100g pancetta or
bacon, cubed 300ml crème fraîche or sour cream 300ml whole milk 3 sprigs fresh

thyme, leaves picked 3 cloves of roasted garlic, peeled and crushed to a paste
800g waxy potatoes, such as Charlottes, very finely sliced ½ reblochon cheese,

thinly sliced with rind left on salt and freshly ground black pepper

This classic French dish is the ultimate winter comfort food, says Jenny Linford,
with roasted garlic adding a mellow richness to the indulgent layers of creamy

sliced potatoes and reblochon cheese. You’ll need a 1.5-litre ovenproof dish

Wine choice

Roast garlic tartiflette

Taken from Garlic by Jenny Linford, published by Ryland Peters & Small
at £14.99. To buy from The Week bookshop for £12.99, call 0843-060 0020 or

visit www.theweek.co.uk/bookshop.

Join our new wine club, in partnership
with Berry Bros. & Rudd, at www.bbr.com/
theweekwines
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New cars: what the critics say

Tips of the week… how
to flood-proof your home

And for those who
have everything…

Honda Civic Type R
from £29,995

Auto Express
The new Civic Type R
has “a lot to live up to”.
While we’ve been waiting
for an updated version
of the Honda – for five
years, in fact – the “hot-
hatch arena” has become
particularly competitive.
To challenge the likes of
the Seat Leon Cupra and
the Renaultsport Mégane,
Honda must match their
winning combination
of “driving thrills with
everyday usability”. Has it
managed to pull it off?

The Guardian
The regular Civic may
have a reputation for
“characterless” reliability,
but the brash Type
R is something else
entirely. Its body “looks
like a Batmobile”; the
wheels resemble “fresh
wounds”. The interior is
mostly “perky” – with
“sparkling” pedals, “noisy
red” seat belts – but
there are some “pesky”
design quirks, including
a hard-to-reach glove
compartment.

The Daily Telegraph
On the road, the car is as
“unsubtle” as it looks: the
steering is “super-quick”,
and the turbo-charged
engine “whooshes” as you
accelerate (doing 0-62mph
in under six seconds).
Type R veterans might
lament the engine’s lack of
sensitivity, but newcomers
will appreciate its “new-
found accessibility”. The
most “flamboyant” hot
hatch on the market,
the new Type R is an
“extremely likeable” car.

● Protective panels – such as the aluminium
Floodguard (www.floodguard uk.co.uk) –
can be installed in front of a door or
window, acting as a floodgate. They clip
into place in seconds, and are easy to
remove. Prices start at £600.
● Sump and pump systems, which prevent
water from rising up a house, saved
thousands of properties during this winter’s
floods. They sit just beneath the ground
floor, and cost around £1,500 to install.
● Next time you redo your kitchen, consider
replacing laminate units with stainless-steel
ones – after a flood, stainless steel only
needs to be washed down; laminate will be
unsalvageable. You should also raise
electrical sockets above the maximum
height of any previous floodwater.
● If you have a large driveway, it’s worth
replacing concrete or tarmac with a
permeable material (such as gravel),
which will reduce the amount of water
that reaches your house.

SOURCE: THE SUNDAY TIMES SOURCE: THE OBSERVER SOURCE: TIME OUT

A truly one-of-a-kind garment, this scarf is
a data visualisation of your DNA – or at
least the 0.1% that’s unique to you. Just
send makers Dot One a cheek swab and
they’ll process it in their lab, matching

repeating sequences with colours.

£310; www.dotone.io

TravelSafe, a “potentially life-saving”
database, has emergency service numbers
for “just about every country you’d ever
care to visit”. If you pay for the Pro version,
you can also access details for local
embassies (free, 99p for Pro; Android).
Onavo Extend saves you from getting hit
with high roaming charges when you’re on
holiday. It “drastically” reduces the amount
of data required to carry out routine tasks
– reading an email, say, or posting on
Facebook – so you can avoid an “end-of-
month sting” (free; Android/iOS).
WeatherPro offers weather reports for
more than two million locations. Highly
regarded, it abounds in detail, from
cloud formations to wind speed (£2.49;
Android/£2.29; iOS).
PeakFinder Earth identifies all the peaks in
sight. Point your phone at the skyline and
the app gives you the name of everything
from “piddling hillocks to Himalayan
giants” (£2.60; Android/£2.99; iOS).

The best… juicers

Apps of the week…
for travellers
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Magimix Le Duo Plus
XL This stylish juicer is a
good all-rounder that
doesn’t take up too
much space. It has a
handy spout, which lets
you pour juice straight
into your glass, and it
comes with a citrus
press and coulis maker
(from £150; www.
go-electrical.co.uk).
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Magimix Le Duo Pluss

Samson 6 in 1 This
Korean machine is a cold-
press (or “masticating”)
juicer, designed to extract juice
from dry ingredients such
as wheatgrass or
broccoli. Relatively
small and quiet, it
comes with six
attachments, which can be
used to make sauces, sorbets and
purées (£169; www.ukjuicers.com).

KitchenAid Artisan juicer
The Artisan may be rather
pricey, but it produces

particularly smooth and
flavourful juices – and with
a solid metal body, it
should last for years. It’s
also pleasingly quiet, but
is a pain to clean (£295;
www.selfridges.com).

NutriBullet Rx The latest version
of this enormously popular juicer
has a 1700W motor, making it
almost three times as powerful as
the original NutriBullet. It’s very
simple to operate and clean – and it
can blitz the ingredients’ pulp and
fibre, so nothing gets wasted (£199;
www.buynutribullet.co.uk).

Sage Nutri Juicer Pro This sleek,
powerful (1500W) juicer has an extra-

large chute, so you can fit in lots of
ingredients. It works well – the
juice is very smooth – but you
have to be careful with the plunger
to avoid being splattered (£270; www.

john lewis.
com).

▲

▲
▲

▲

▲
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It is “an orgy in sandstone”, “an
Olympic Games of freestyle sex”, in
which “impressively endowed” warriors
and “pneumatic” dancing girls “preen,
pose and writhe” in almost every
conceivable sexual position, and often
draw camels, horses and elephants into
the fun. But the carvings of Khajuraho,
370 miles south of Delhi, are “all done
with a languorous, good-humoured
grace that transcends vulgarity”, says
Stephen McClarence in The Daily
Telegraph. And despite their sensational
nature – and ease of access from Delhi,
a direct, overnight train journey away –
the huge temple complex they grace still
receives comparatively few visitors.

Now a Unesco World Heritage Site,
the temples were built some 1,000 years ago but were soon
abandoned, swallowed up by the jungle and forgotten.
Rediscovered by a British Army engineer around 1840, they
became a prime tourist attraction, and today their “corn on the
cob-like” towers are set in “neatly tended” parkland, with all

traces of jungle banished. The village
nearby has lots of restaurants and men
selling packs of erotic playing cards to
tourists. All around is an immemorial
rural landscape, where herds of buffalo
lollop along the lanes, and kingfishers
dart about the banks of streams and
lakes – making trips to the less-visited
outlying temples a delight.

From Khajuraho, you can go on
directly by train to Varanasi, or return
to Delhi, stopping on the way at Agra
(for the Taj Mahal) and Jhansi, a town
of “colourful bazaars” with a towering
fort. Nearby is Orchha, one of India’s
“most magical” places. The medieval
capital of the Bundela dynasty, it was
abandoned in the 18th century and is

now a “ghost city”. Vultures perch “menacingly” on its temple
towers, the chatter of parakeets echoes through its empty palaces,
and dense forest stretches as far as the eye can see. Cox and Kings
(020-3642 0861, www.coxandkings.co.uk) has an eight-day
private tour from £1,445pp, including flights and transfers.

This week’s dream: the erotic temple carvings of Khajuraho

Getting the flavour of…

Midweek Cotswold break
Saintbridge, a lovely Grade II
property in Barnsley (sleeps 8),
has a 15% discount on a
weekday stay from 8 February.
Prices from £746.30 for 4
nights. 020-8935 5375, www.
character-cottages.co.uk.

Highland glamping
Stay in a heated wigwam or
glamping dome at Loch Tay
Highland Lodges, Perthshire.
2 nights in a premium wigwam
cost from £112. www.pitchup.
com/campsites/scotland. Until
the end of March.

Yorkshire retreat
The modern converted farm
building The Byre (sleeps 2),
in Ruswarp, near Whitby, is
available from £336 for a
week’s stay from 14 March.
0333-2020 899, www.cottage
holidays.co.uk.

Detox in Wales
A night at The Vale Resort, the
Vale of Glamorgan, with a full
body massage, a full Welsh
breakfast, and use of the leisure
facilities, costs from £178.
01443-667800, www.vale-
hotel.com. Until 28 February.

Prada’s Milanese anti-museum
Occupying a former distillery complex in the
gritty industrial outskirts of Milan, the new
Fondazione Prada is a kind of “anti-
museum”, says Adam H. Graham in Afar; an
untraditional place for viewing art that is as
“disorientating” as it is “intriguing”. The
brainchild of fashion designer Miuccia Prada
and her husband, Patrizio Bertelli, it was
designed in collaboration with “visionary”
architect Rem Koolhaas. Upon arrival, you
see no ticket office – just a vast, empty
courtyard and a cluster of “oddly shaped”
buildings, one clad in 24-carat gold, another
in so many mirrors it “nearly dissolves into
the sky”, and a third with a staircase that
“seems to lead nowhere”. The exhibits range
over seven centuries, with an emphasis on
contemporary work; and there’s a café
designed by Wes Anderson (director of films
including The Grand Budapest Hotel). See
www.fondazioneprada.org for information.

The Highlands by luxury rail
For a hedonistic rail tour of the Highlands
that embraces adventure and eschews kitsch,
try the Belmond Royal Scotsman’s Western
Journey, says Julian Allason in Tatler. The
train’s operators, Belmond, who run the
Venice Simplon-Orient-Express, are “masters
of vintage luxury”: the handsome 1960s
seating cars “recall the era of Brief
Encounter”; the 20 sleeping compartments

have double beds and private showers; and
dinners served on board are “sumptuous”.
The train passes through some thrillingly
inhospitable terrain on this three-night
journey, northwards from Edinburgh to
Mallaig and then southwest to the Firth of
Clyde, with twice-daily expedition stops at
“wonderfully remote” places such as the
dramatic Steall falls, the “deserted” Morar
Sands and Mount Stuart, the “wondrous”
neo-gothic seat of the marquesses of Bute.
The Western Journey, from £3,720pp
(0845-077 2222, www.belmond.com).

Yoga for new mums in Ibiza
For “the ultimate babymoon”, head to
HolyMama yoga retreat in Ibiza, says Lisa
Allardice in The Guardian. It’s the perfect
break for frazzled mums of young children.
The “pretty, orange-tree-adorned” resort is
just 20 minutes’ drive from Ibiza Airport.
A Montessori-led childcare team takes on the
young ones all morning while mums work
on their yoga positions with Canadian
teacher Suzanne Faith. Food is vegetarian
and largely gluten-free – virtuous, but tasty.
There’s a stylish spa and fun to be had in
the evenings too – cocktails and dancing
to bongo drums “amid the boho lovelies
and hippy expats” on Benirrás beach.
Six-day retreats cost £1,200 for an adult
and child, excluding flights (+34 651 458
587, www.holy-mama.com).

La Bastide de Gordes,
Luberon, France
Not far from Avignon – to which
the Eurostar now speeds directly –
is the “yellow-stoned” hill town of
Gordes, beloved of Chagall.
Following an £18m facelift, this
hotel set into its ramparts is now
the region’s “most elegant”, says
Condé Nast Traveller. The views –
of mist-shrouded hills, roads lined
with cypress trees, and “ancient”
moss-covered houses – are
“stunning”. And despite having 40
bedrooms, three restaurants and
a spa, the hotel is “snug” and
intimate, with antique furniture
and walls hung with Napoleonic-
era portraits. With a “slim, quiet”
outdoor pool, and roaring fires in
winter, it’s perfect for any season.
Doubles from £140. +33 4 90 72 12
12, www.bastide-de-gordes.com

Hotel of the week

Khajuraho: rediscovered in 1840

Last-minute UK offers from top travel companies
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George Weidenfeld was,
with Paul Hamlyn and
André Deutsch, among a
group of refugees from

Nazism who came to Britain in the 1930s
and transformed its publishing industry
after the War. “While Hamlyn went down
a more commercial route,” Weidenfeld, like
Deutsch, combined his entrepreneurial zeal
with “high-mindedness”, specialising in
serious non-fiction and globally renowned
literary fiction, said John Dugdale in The
Guardian. At Weidenfeld & Nicolson, the
firm he founded with Nigel Nicolson while
still in his 20s, he published Isaiah Berlin’s
The Hedgehog and the Fox, James D.
Watson’s The Double Helix, the diaries of Chips Channon and
Alan Clark, and Vladimir Nabokov’s Lolita, among many other
books. A man of considerable charm, a ceaseless party-giver and a
skilled networker, he spent his entire life in publishing, but was
far more than just a publisher, said The Daily Telegraph. A
committed Zionist, he took an active interest in Israeli politics,
and in 1949, took a year out to work for the Israeli government.
He funded numerous policy groups and scholarships; and last
year – aged 95 – organised a mission to rescue Christians trapped
in Iraq and Syria. “I had a debt to pay,” he explained.

Born in Vienna in 1919, Arthur George Weidenfeld was educated
at the Piaristen Gymnasium and Vienna University. As an under-
graduate, he sought out the biggest Nazi sympathiser he could
find, and challenged him to a duel. The Nazi initially declined to
fight a Jew, so Weidenfeld called him a coward in front of his
friends. The fight, with swords, went on 92 rounds before a draw
was declared. Shortly after, aged 19, he fled to England with only
a postal order for 16 shillings and six pence, and the address of
the Central British Fund for refugees. A family of Plymouth
Brethren invited him into their home, in north London, and then
helped secure visas for his parents – a kindness he never forgot.

Highly educated, with six languages and “a prodigious knowledge
of European literature and history”, Weidenfeld soon found work
at the BBC, said The Times, and moved into a shared flat with
some BBC friends, including Diana Athill. In one of her memoirs,

she recalled that Weidenfeld immediately
charmed one of their flatmates, Majorie,
into bed, “causing some of our colleagues
to exclaim: ‘Yuck!’ and ‘How could she?’
because George at 24 already had a portly
presence… But he also had five times the
intelligence of most of the young men we
knew, and a great deal of sexual
magnetism… those women whose ‘Yucks!’
were the most emphatic were usually in
bed with him before a month was out.”
Weidenfeld, Athill added, relished his
success with women too much to be
discreet about it: he liked to show her the
list of his conquests he kept in his diary.
Later, he’d make good use of one

particular chat-up line: “Have you ever thought of writing a
book?”

He published his first book in 1945, while working for a
magazine called Contact. New Deal for Coal was by a little-
known civil servant called Harold Wilson; its success kick-started
Wilson’s political career (in 1976, Wilson repaid his publisher
with a life peerage). Weidenfeld & Nicolson launched in 1948,
and grew to have one of the most exciting lists in British
publishing, said the FT, with works by everyone from Maurice
Bowra and Antonia Fraser (also the company’s first employee) to
Albert Speer. In 2004, Weidenfeld, who was fascinated by the
papacy and heavily involved in interfaith dialogue, even managed
to sign up Pope John Paul II. Though not universally liked – there
were some who considered him slippery in business – Weidenfeld
was certainly popular, said The Daily Telegraph: at one point, he
was giving three parties a week, and dinners for 50 people in his
flat overlooking the Thames. Weidenfeld & Nicolson was sold to
the Orion group in 1991, but he remained as a consultant.

He was married four times. His first wife was Jane Sieff, a Marks
& Spencer heiress; his second was Barbara Skelton, who was
married to Cyril Connolly when they began their affair, and who
returned to Connolly after their divorce. Weidenfeld is survived
by Laura, his daughter from his first marriage, and his fourth
wife, Annabelle Whitestone, of whom he once said: “There are no
words fine enough to describe her.”

George
Weidenfeld
1919-2016

Sheila Sim was at Rada when,
aged 19, she fell in love with
a fellow student named Dickie

Attenborough. The pair would become
inseparable – and it was partly their devotion that
won Sim her most memorable role, in the Powell
and Pressburger film A Canterbury Tale (1944).
At a party in 1943, they were introduced to
Michael Powell, who would recall: “I had met
two enchanting young people, deeply in love, and
who looked as if they had just burst out of an
enormous egg, like the character in the final act
of Shaw’s Back to Methuselah… an air of
innocence and freshness seemed to cradle them.
I offered the part of the land girl to the female
of this enchanted couple.” The film baffled
audiences at the time, said The Daily Telegraph, but is now
considered a masterpiece.

After leaving Rada, Sim won a part in a touring production of
Noël Coward’s This Happy Breed, which led to numerous other
roles on stage and on screen, while Attenborough served in the
RAF. They married in 1945, and went on to appear together in

1948 film The Guinea Pig. Four years later, they
were cast in leading roles in the first production
of The Mousetrap, on a deal that included 10%
of future profits. Sim finally retired from acting in
1955, to raise their three children, and support
her husband – by then a major star – as he built
his own career. But she continued to orbit the
industry, as she said, “partly involved and partly
witness, buffeted or elated according to what’s
occurring”. After being caught in a hurricane in
Hawaii while filming Jurassic Park, Attenborough
commented: “Sheila was right there beside me –
as she was in Hollywood, Taiwan, Morocco,
Chicago, Zimbabwe, Malta, Arizona, Deventer,
New York, Venice and a whole host of other less
salubrious locations, including, on Oh! What a

Lovely War, a municipal rubbish tip in Brighton.”

The couple shared professional triumphs, and personal tragedy: in
2004, their elder daughter, Jane, their granddaughter, Lucy, and
Jane’s mother-in-law were all killed in the Boxing Day tsunami in
Sri Lanka. In 2013, the Attenboroughs moved together into
Denville Hall, the actors’ retirement home, where he died in 2014.

Sheila Sim
1922-2016

Refugee from Nazism who transformed British publishing

Weidenfeld: a ceaseless party-giver

Sim on her wedding day in 1945

The actress who gave up her career for Richard Attenborough
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The brief rally in stock markets, follow-
ing doveish assurances last week by
ECB president Mario Draghi, was halted
by further falls in China, where markets
sank by a further 6.4% on Monday. Both
the FTSE 100 and Japan’s Nikkei index
had earlier hit “bear territory”. EY
reported that profit warnings from
UK-listed companies hit a seven-year
high of 313 in 2015, with 100 issued in
the fourth quarter. UK company
dividends are forecast to fall for the first
time since 2010 as oil groups, miners
and retailers feel the pinch.
The new boss of the Financial Conduct
Authority, Andrew Bailey, signalled a
clean break from the tough regulatory
regime of his predecessor. Bailey, head
of the Prudential Regulation Authority
and deputy Bank of England governor,
was a surprise choice for the job.
Dixons Carphone reported a successful
festive season after strong Black Friday
trading. Like-for-like sales jumped 5%.
Volkswagen dismissed a call from the
EU to pay compensation to consumers
who bought cars with emissions-
cheating software. Transport for London
was awarded control of local commuter
train franchises into the capital from the
South. A coalition of MPs called for BT’s
monopoly of the broadband cable net-
work to be broken up, claiming that 5.7
million people do not receive adequate
download speeds. Market researchers
Mintel reported that the cost of clothes,
beauty products and toys for females
was significantly higher than for males.

Twitter: no phoenix
For a couple of hours last week “market gloom was lifted” by rumours that Twitter was
being acquired by Rupert Murdoch’s News Corp, said Lex in the FT. Shares in the ailing
microblogging company duly jumped by 14%. The news was swiftly denied. Still, “the
chatter was understandable” given that Twitter has lost more than half its market value
in the past year, and “looks less and less like a sustainable independent proposition”.
Co-founder Jack Dorsey was brought back as CEO in October “to drag his creation out
of the ashes”, and got to work on “a pretty radical clear-out”, said Jack Torrance in
Management Today. Four more senior execs – including the head of product and the
head of engineering – left this week. To the consternation of “hardcore users”, Dorsey is
also “tinkering” with the network’s format. Twitter’s revenue is growing fast, but it is
“still in the red”, said Robert Cyran on Reuters Breakingviews.com: it lost $430m in the
first nine months of 2015. Adding more users, by developing different products, could
help – but the “constant churn” at the top can’t be making that very easy. Perhaps the
shattered share price will tempt another buyer. Dorsey might well consider that “a better
outcome” than ending up like Yahoo, which has been struggling for new ideas under
a succession of CEOs ever since it “squandered” its own “moment in the sun”.

McDonald’s: sunny side up
Steve Easterbrook, the British-born McDonald’s supremo, pulled no punches when he
took over last March: he acknowledged that “the home of fast food” needed “an
urgent reset” – and it seems that’s going all right, said Alexandra Frean in The Times.
McDonald’s has just cooked up “its best quarterly performance in nearly four years”,
with sales up 5% globally. This is thanks to a string of new initiatives in different
territories. In Britain, McDonald’s has been focusing on “changing the way it serves
customers”; a trial of table service in 14 restaurants has been so successful that it is
being rolled out to 400 outlets. In the US, meanwhile, “all-day breakfasts” have proved
a big hit, said Lindsay Whipp in the FT. The chain’s overall aim is to respond to
changing eating habits – even if that means some rather outlandish new products. In
Japan, noted Ben Chu in The Independent, McDonald’s has launched the McChoco
Potato – French fries covered in chocolate sauce – “as part of a special winter menu”.

Chinese Estates: City slicker
The flamboyant Hong Kong property billionaire Joseph Lau called the top of the Hong
Kong market “loud and clear” last year when he sold his company’s headquarters for
£1.2bn, said Jim Armitage in the London Evening Standard. But Lau is clearly still
bullish about commercial property in London. Chinese Estates, a firm he controls, is
believed to have now spent £270m on 88 Wood Street, a Richard Rogers-designed office
block in the heart of the City. It’s the latest addition to a London portfolio which also
includes Goldman Sachs’s Fleet Street HQ. And Lau isn’t the only one buying. With
China “slowing faster than a Russian athlete on a steroid ban”, money is flooding out
of the country; and currently about a £1bn of it is going into commercial property
acquisitions here. Clearly, the Chinese still view London as a safe haven. Barring an
economic Armageddon, can anything stop the London office market?

KPMG/HBOS: the foot-dragging quest for financial justice
Some seven years after the collapse of Halifax
Bank of Scotland, the accountancy watchdog
has finally decided to take a look at KPMG’s
audit of the bank’s accounts, said Nils Pratley
in The Guardian. Specifically, why the
accounting giant deemed HBOS a “going
concern” in 2007, a year before its
catastrophic failure and subsequent rescue
by Lloyds. The Financial Reporting Council
(FRC) is only making a “preliminary” inquiry,
“but thank heavens something is happening”.
The Treasury Select Committee’s chairman,
Andrew Tyrie, and others have been
“screaming for the FRC to wake up” for years.

The FRC had previously concluded that it
“lacked sufficient grounds” to suspect the auditor of misconduct,
said Chris Warmoll on AccountancyAge.com. But while it’s
apparent volte-face is a blow for KPMG – which is also under
investigation for failing to uncover a £1.5bn black hole at the

Co-operative Bank – accounting experts
have dismissed the new probe as a “limited
and tentative gesture”, said Harriet Agnew
in the FT. They reckon it will take years to
conclude, while its narrow focus limits the
chance of finding fault. Many want an
independent inquiry.

“You don’t have to understand stochastic
modelling” to make a connection between
bank failure and potentially poor auditing,
said Alex Brummer in the Daily Mail. Yet
even now, the FRC is “pussyfooting” around
about launching a “formal” investigation. It
is “so sclerotic that most of the firms and
people it probes have retired or expired by

the time it delivers a verdict”. “This is financial justice at its most
sluggish – a betrayal of HBOS and Lloyds shareholders, as well
as the taxpayer.” It’s clear that despite the post-crisis reforms,
“large parts of Britain’s financial regulation are still bust”.

Tyrie: “screaming” for years

Seven days in the
Square Mile

CITY
Companies in the news
...and how they were assessed
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financial advice prior to making an investment decision.

Request a brochure: 0500 00 40 00
invtrusts.co.uk
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Talking points

Most City firms have so far sat on their
hands on the question of Europe, but this
week a phalanx of big banks rallied
around David Cameron’s plea for
support in his campaign to keep Britain
in a “reformed EU”, said Laura Noonan
and George Parker in the FT. Goldman
Sachs, which has its European HQ in
London, led the way, pledging to give
£500,000 to the “Britain stronger in
Europe” campaign. JP Morgan, Morgan
Stanley and Bank of America also
promised money. Bosses from other
industries (notably Vodafone and
GlaxoSmithKline) have also given their
support to the “In” campaign – but that
didn’t stop Eurosceptics seizing the
opportunity to claim that “the campaign
is in hock to financiers”. As the Tory MP Bernard Jenkin
observed, “a conspiracy between big American banks who helped
crash the economy and big government is not likely to inspire
public trust in the ‘Remain’ campaign”.

He’s got a point, said Nils Pratley in The Guardian. Overpaid
Wall Street types “are not held in high general esteem in the UK”,
and “vague threats to quit” if the vote goes the wrong way “may
well be counterproductive”. If the likes of JP Morgan’s Jamie
Dimon really want to contribute to the debate, they should look
at the Scottish referendum, when the likes of Standard Chartered

and Royal Bank of Scotland “avoided
ambiguity”, and rather than throwing out
one-liners, “described the changes they
would actually make to their business if
voters chose independence”. They owe it
to their shareholders, too. If the EU
referendum poses the most important
question the UK will answer for a
generation, we should know how boards
plan to deal with the consequences.
“We’re off, maybe,” isn’t good enough.

The EU issues has exposed a “culture
clash” within British business, said
Allister Heath in The Daily Telegraph.
While big PLCs tend to be in favour of
remaining in the EU, “often almost
unconditionally”, privately owned larger

businesses and smaller firms are far more divided. A recent
YouGov poll found that 47% of the latter are in favour of
staying, while 42% want out. Interestingly, the “Out” campaign
is just as dependent on cash from the City as the “In”, said the
FT: funding for Leave.EU and VoteLeave comes largely from
hedge fund managers. The difference is that these “Out”
organisations also boast “a broad-based and local following
built partly from UKIP’s rise”. Winning over the public will
require more than City cash: if Britain Stronger in Europe is to
succeed, it must starting mobilising its own grass-roots campaign.
“Pro-Europeans cannot bank on Goldman alone.”

Issue of the week: Brexit or Bremain?

Should Britain stay in Europe, or go it alone?

Making money: what the experts think
● Dead cat bounce
“Rome burns all around
them, but at the Grandhotel
Belvedere in Davos, the
Bavarian band plays on,”
said Harriet Agnew in the
FT. The annual schmooze-
fest has a history of
coinciding with market
ructions, but the mood this
year was more than usually
subdued as indices
plummeted again and oil hit
new lows. Even renewed
assurances from the
European Central Bank
that there would be “no
limits” to attempts to boost growth failed
to cheer the mood for long, said Tom
Knowles in The Times: after a sizeable
“relief rally”, markets fell again this week.
Some investors, including James Maltin of
Rathbones, maintained the gloom was
overdone. “The economic data is really
not that bad,” he said. But others see no
sustained bounce in sight. That sound you
hear in markets, said Michael Every of
Rabobank, is “weeee… splat… boing. Or
whatever a dead cat sounds like.”

● The big short
Meanwhile the “big short” continues, said
Madeline Ratcliffe in City AM. Turbulent
markets have encouraged short sellers
(investors betting that stocks will fall) to
increase their positions. According to the

latest data from Markit, the
number of shares on loan
to speculators betting
against FTSE 100
companies has risen 15%
since the start of the year,
to its highest level in 18
months. And the official
figures are probably “just
the tip of the iceberg”.
Investors have taken a
predictably poor view of oil
and gas companies – Shell
has 5% of its shares now
shorted. But Sainsbury’s
remains the most shorted
stock in the FTSE, with
9.5% of its shares on loan.

● No hiding farm falls
It used to be that anxious investors could
find sanctuary in the country. But “after a
long and spectacular run, during which it
has outperformed gold and Mayfair
houses, the price of farmland is starting to
fall back to Earth”, said Scheherazade
Daneshkhu in the FT. According to Savills,
the cost of prime arable land fell last year
for the first time in 13 years – because of
falling agricultural commodity prices and
growing uncertainty about what will
happen to farming subsidies should Britain
leave the EU. The 1.7% fall marks the end
of a decade-long run in which prices rose
by 120%. Savills expects the falls to
continue over the next three years.

Tesco shamed
“Here’s a tip for raising profit margins,”
said Alistair Osborne in The Times:
“Not paying back money owed.” It’s
just one of the tactics identified by the
Groceries Code Adjudicator – the
watchdog that polices UK supermarkets
– in a highly critical report into Tesco’s
relationship with its suppliers. Other
abuses included paying some suppliers
24 months late, and “invoicing others
twice for the same stuff”. These ruses
were especially common in the final
days of any reporting period,
suggesting – says adjudicator Christine
Tacon – that Tesco “knowingly delayed
paying money to suppliers in order to
improve its own financial position”.

These are serious charges – even if, as
its current chief, Dave Lewis, points out,
Tesco has cleaned up its act since the
departure of former boss Phil Clarke,
said Jane Denton on ThisIsMoney.co.
uk. Despite the findings, Tesco has
“escaped a financial penalty”, because
the power to impose fines was only
given to the adjudicator after she
launched her investigation. The report
is unlikely to be the end of it. Tacon has
also asked the Competition and Markets
Authority to consider looking into
whether Tesco breached rules by
accepting payments in return for giving
big suppliers “significant influence over
shelf space, positioning and product
selection”, said The Times. Investors
don’t seem too worried, though.
Faltering shares ticked up after the
report came out.

Wall Street’s financial contribution to the EU debate could well be counterproductive

Davos: the band plays on
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Commentators

Apple has just reported quarterly profits of a staggering $18.4bn –
the most ever made by a public company. Yet this has been billed
as Apple’s “worst quarterly report since it launched the iPhone
in 2007”, says Robert Cyran. Why? Because sales of Apple’s
smartphones have been stalling as demand slows. And in the
current quarter, sales are actually forecast to shrink for the first
time ever. “That will hurt” – but this looks like a temporary bout
of “purgatory” for Apple chief Tim Cook. A key reason for the
decline is that the latest 6S phone models “are only slightly better
than the version they superseded” – and Apple is expected to roll
out a dramatically improved new model in the autumn. Investors
will probably continue fretting that “the company has lost its edge
– or, perhaps even worse, that the smartphone market is close to
saturation”. They shouldn’t: that day will come eventually, but
there’s no sign of it yet. Meanwhile, shares look cheap. Apple only
trades at about ten times estimated earnings. “That’s an excessive
discount, even for a juggernaut that may be slowing down.”

With the lifting of sanctions, the Iranian economy now has real
potential, says The Economist. And with elections looming,
President Hassan Rouhani must persuade Iranians of the virtues
of a more liberal, outward-looking economy if he is “to keep the
hardliners at bay”. The president has much on his side: Iran now
has $32bn of unfrozen foreign assets with which to modernise its
infrastructure and sort out its near-insolvent banks. Another
“quick win” will come from the lifting of credit restrictions on
Iranian companies. And while “oil will be less of a cash cow than
once hoped”, the falling oil price shouldn’t be ruinous, as Iran
benefits from a far more diverse economy than rivals in the
region. Indeed, by most estimates, Iranian GDP could grow by
5%-8% a year, even with weak oil prices. Nonetheless, years of
isolation have left the president with “a raft of problems”, from
low productivity to endemic corruption. The downside of
sanctions being lifted is that he can no longer blame foreigners for
Iran’s economic failures. He must move quickly to ensure he’s not
blamed at the ballot box for the sins of his predecessors.

Of all the eye-popping charts and statistics in circulation in Davos
last week, the most thought-provoking was in a report entitled
“World Protest Intensity”, which warned that we are approaching
levels of social protest not seen since the 1980s. Partly this reflects
specific geopolitical trends, such as the upheavals in the Middle
East, says Gillian Tett. But the report, by the World Economic
Forum, also refers to a wider phenomenon, which it calls “the
(dis)empowered citizen” problem. New technologies, it says, have
fostered both frustration and disappointment, because “the
internet gives people the impression that they can have a voice”,
yet power remains, in most countries, “firmly in the hands of the
elite”. As a result, trust in established institutions is falling. There
are no easy solutions: after all, “nobody is going to take away”
our smartphones, but “nor is there any sign that the global elite
are going to share power (or money) with the masses”. That being
the case, the protest indicator is probably only going to rise.
“Davos participants (and everyone else) should stand warned.”

According to a LinkedIn survey of overused words on CVs, we
are a nation of “motivated” and “creative” people, says Stefan
Stern. Everyone is “passionate” and “enthusiastic”. And we have
a “track record” of “extensive experience”. Why do we feel the
need to use these tired and irritatingly self-congratulatory terms?
The use of “dead language” isn’t commendable; it indicates
“inert thinking”, “lack of imagination and a disappointing
vocabulary”. Perhaps people have watched too many episodes of
The Apprentice, and assume vacuous boasting is what employers
expect. On the other hand, the firms themselves may be to blame.
The applicant tracking systems that companies use to weed
through thousands of applications may have set their algorithms
to identify “driven” and “passionate” people, in a form of
“buzzword bingo”. But surely a decent candidate would be able
to sell themselves without resorting to these hackneyed phrases.
All credit to LinkedIn for alerting people to their cliché-ridden
ways. It now advises its users to try to be “authentic on their
profiles”. But oh dear, “authentic” is surely another no-no?

Michael Lewis
Are we on the brink of the
next crash? If that question is
preying on your mind, says
Giles Whittell in The Times,
don’t seek reassurance from
bestselling financial writer
Michael Lewis. The former
banker, who “turned on his
tribe” to write blockbusting
exposés of the financial
industry, believes a crash like
the one that triggered the
Great Recession could easily
happen again. He made the
risks plain in his 2010 book
The Big Short, and now the
film version – starring
Christian Bale and Steve
Carrell as two socially inept
financial geniuses who
foresaw the 2008 meltdown
– has opened to rave reviews
in Britain. “Surely the only
comedy that will ever be
attempted based on credit
default swaps and
collateralised debt
obligations”, the movie is
well worth seeing.

Sarah Meyohas

The New York-based artist is
fascinated by the relationship
between the markets and art,
says The Atlantic. With
almost $8trn of value wiped
out already this year, she
certainly picked an
interesting time for her latest
project, entitled Stock
Performance. In a series of
live performances, Meyohas
has been drawing the
fluctuating values of a few
carefully selected shares on
canvas with an oil stick. The
twist is that she also sunk
her own money into the
stocks and has reportedly
lost “tens of thousands of
dollars” in the process.
Meyohas, who has a masters
in finance from Yale, first
made waves last summer
with a project called
BitchCoin. She describes
herself “the most irrational
person on the market”. But
the paintings have been
selling like hot cakes.

A worrying
tide of social
protest
Gillian Tett

Financial Times

Waiting for a
peace dividend
in Iran
Editorial

The Economist

Are Apple’s
fortunes really
waning?
Robert Cyran

Reuters Breakingviews.com

The words I
don’t want to
see on a CV
Stefan Stern

The Guardian
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Braemar Shipping
The Sunday Telegraph
Shipbrokers are reeling from
the China slowdown, and the
oil price has collapsed, but the
ending of the US oil export
embargo and Iran’s emergence
has raised demand for tankers.
Diversified, with a strong order
book. Buy. 430.75p

British Land
The Daily Telegraph
The value of this Real Estate
Investment Trust’s portfolio of
offices and shopping centres
has risen in the booming
property market. Shares have
suffered a sell-off; there are
“quick-fire gains” to be had
now. Buy. 715p.

Green Dragon Gas
The Mail on Sunday
Green Dragon has developed
state-of-the-art technology to
extract gas from coal beds in
China, where gas prices are
stable and protected by
legislation. Strong sales are
expected and profits should
rise in sync. Buy. 205p.

SDL
The Times
The software house has “been
on a downward spiral” since
acquiring rival Alterian in
2012. News of disposals, while
painful, marks a welcome
return to the core business of
language translation and web-
site management. Buy. 449.5p.

Safestore
The Times
Though difficult to value, the
self-storage property firm looks
“highly defensive” in the
current market turmoil. New
stores are hard to find, but the
real gain comes from raising
occupancy rates. Yields 3%;
potential growth. Buy. 331p.

Telecom Plus
Investors Chronicle
This outfit sells competitively
priced telecoms and energy
bundles to a growing customer
base. Steady progress
underpins solid prospects as
it ventures into insurance,
and shares are cheap. Yields
5.7%. Buy. 908p.

Who’s tipping what
The week’s best buys

…and some to sell

G4S
Investors Chronicle
The reputation of the security
outsourcer has taken another
blow, with allegations of abuse
of teenage inmates at the G4S-
run Medway Secure Training
Centre in Kent. The bottom is
yet to come. Sell. 210p.

JD Wetherspoon
The Daily Telegraph
The pub chain faces rising
wages and growing
competition as competitors
slash dining prices. Ten new
pub openings are planned for
this year, a sharp drop from 30
last year. Revenues are rising,
but so are costs, and profits are
falling. Sell. 609p.

Pearson
The Daily Telegraph
The education group is paying
the price for a “spending spree
of staggering proportions” in
the US and Brazil, and now
faces a downturn. The sale of
media assets, including the FT,
has plugged debt but exacer-
bated falling profits. Sell. 772p.

Rotork
Investors Chronicle
This valve control systems
specialist has a good track
record. But orders from oil
companies have slumped, and
there’s uncertainty in China
and Russia, and concerns over
debt levels and recent
acquisitions. Sell. 162p.

William Hill
The Daily Telegraph
The gambling group faces an
uphill battle as rivals consoli-
date. Highly profitable in-store
gambling machines have been
hit by a hike in gaming duty,
and hopes for online expansion
have been beset with problems.
Sell. 380p.

Zegona Communications
The Times
Floated in 2015, Zegona
buys, fixes and sells ailing
cable firms, including the
Spanish operator Telecable,
which it hopes to sell on to
the likes of Vodafone. A
“jam-tomorrow” story, worth
revisiting in time. Sell. 128.5p.

Directors’ dealings

Faroe Petroleum

The oil price remains under the
cosh, but “hope springs eternal”

at the North Sea driller, now
exploring in the Barents Sea,

with two further wells scheduled
in the Norwegian Sea. CEO

Graham Stewart and two other
directors have bravely invested
a total of just under £136,000.

Form guide

Shares tipped 12 weeks ago

Best tip
CVS Group

Investors Chronicle
up 20.25% to 816.5p

Worst tip
Harvey Nash Group

The Times
down 19.85% to 78.55p.

Market view

“The worst start to a year
for the financial markets in

my lifetime.”

The Chancellor, George
Osborne. Quoted in

The Times
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Market summary

6-month movement in the FTSE 100 index

26 Jan 2016 Week before Change (%)
FTSE 100 5911.46 5876.80 0.59%
FTSE All-share UK 3248.36 3231.53 0.52%
Dow Jones 16119.40 16090.53 0.18%
NASDAQ 4552.34 4503.94 1.07%
Nikkei 225 16708.90 17048.37 –1.99%
Hang Seng 18860.80 19635.81 –3.95%
Gold 1113.60 1086.25 2.52%
Brent Crude Oil 32.24 29.30 10.03%
DIVIDEND YIELD (FTSE 100) 4.20% 4.23%
UK 10-year gilts yield 1.69 1.73
US 10-year Treasuries 2.01 2.06
UK ECONOMIC DATA
Latest CPI (yoy) 0.2% (Dec) 0.1% (Nov)

1.1% (Nov)
+9.0% (Nov)

Latest RPI (yoy) 1.2% (Dec)
Halifax house price (yoy) +9.5% (Dec)

£1 STERLING $1.432 g1.317 ¥169.306

Key numbers for investors Best and worst performing sharesKey numbers for investors Best and worst performing shares Following the Footsie

WEEK’S CHANGE, FTSE 100 STOCKS
RISES Price % change
Randgold Resources 4820.00 +12.93
Pearson 769.50 +12.42
Glencore 87.10 +10.28
Antofagasta 378.00 +6.33
Burberry Group 1211.00 +6.32

FALLS
Prudential 1319.00 –5.28
Kingfisher 317.40 –4.86
Carnival 3568.00 –4.42
Mondi 1160.00 –4.37
Legal & General 235.40 –3.72

BEST AND WORST UK STOCKS OVERALL
Madagascar Oil 3.00 +100.00
Independent Resource 0.09 –80.00
Source: Datastream (not adjusted for dividends). Prices on 26Jan (pm)
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“No limbs, no limits,”
Lorraine Mercer chuckles,
and for 54 years this
remarkable woman has lived
by that motto. She was a
thalidomide baby, born
without arms or legs, just tiny
hands and feet attached to
her torso. But she enters
dressage competitions,
controlling the horse from a
modified buggy. She has
completed three one-mile
swims for charity, each taking
three hours or more. She
writes, paints and makes lace
with her mouth. She was
awarded an MBE for visiting
patients in hospital. She
carried the 2012 Olympic
torch through Crowborough
in Sussex, delighting the
crowds by performing pirouettes in what she calls her motorised
chariot. But Mercer’s body is beginning to fail her. Her back is
seizing up. Her jaw is weakening. She needs oxygen to revive her.
“I feel like I’m 80 years old sometimes,” she says, and soon she
will start losing her cherished independence. She is planning to
move from her tiny flat to a specially adapted bungalow because
she needs extra space for a carer. The move will cost hundreds of
thousands of pounds.

Like Mercer, most of Britain’s 468 surviving thalidomiders are
suffering musculoskeletal deterioration and chronic pain as they
age. Their spines and joints are wearing out after decades of
performing mundane tasks with
their teeth, toes or stumpy arms.
Worse, they face the loss of their
independence, and the prospect
of burdening their children as
they once burdened their
parents. “I’m horrified at the
idea,” says Mikey Argy, a single mother of two. She has
foreshortened arms and suffers from acute back pain after a
lifetime of bending, and from weakening hands that can no
longer carry pans or manage zips. “Not to be independent will
be absolutely devastating,” says Tom Yendell, a professional
artist though he has no arms. He paints, writes, eats, drives and
dresses with his feet, but his knees are now giving way after so
much unnatural twisting.

In short, they need more money to pay for extra help, but they are
no longer looking to the British Government for that. They are
turning their attention to Germany, the source of thalidomide.
They want Chemie Grünenthal, the drug’s inventors, finally to
admit responsibility for what they call the world’s most
devastating man-made disaster apart from war – worse than 9/11,
Bhopal or Chernobyl. They want reparations from the federal
government for allegedly shielding Grünenthal from the horrific
consequences of a drug developed by Nazis. But it’s not just about
money. “What drives them now is a sense of injustice,” says Sir
Harold Evans, the former Sunday Times editor who has spent
much of his adult life campaigning for the thalidomiders.

The campaigners have two
new weapons in their
armoury. They recently
obtained documents that
suggest the German
government conspired to halt
Grünenthal’s trial for criminal
negligence in 1970, thereby
suppressing the evidence with
which thousands of
thalidomiders in other
countries might have secured
just settlements. In addition, a
new documentary, Attacking
the Devil, will tell the story of
the thalidomide scandal to
younger generations who
might otherwise have
regarded it as ancient history.

Grünenthal put thalidomide
on the market in 1957, when

Germany had few regulations governing drugs. The firm was run
by Hermann Wirtz, a former Nazi, and it employed several
former Nazi scientists, including Otto Ambros, the “devil’s
chemist” who was instrumental in developing the nerve gas sarin,
worked at Auschwitz and was jailed for war crimes. Grünenthal
promoted thalidomide as a “completely safe” cure for morning
sickness, though it had never tested the drug on pregnant animals,
let alone women. The “wonder drug” was a hit, prescribed to
hundreds of thousands of women in nearly 50 countries (the US
Food and Drug Administration was one of the few regulatory
bodies that rejected it). But over the next four years, at least
20,000 babies were born with extreme deformities – which day of

her pregnancy a mother took the
pill determined the nature of
the deformity “with the
precision of the sniper’s rifle”,
says Martin Johnson, formerly
director of the Thalidomide
Trust. Many times that number

died in the womb or were stillborn. Grünenthal finally,
reluctantly, took the drug off the market in November 1961,
having ignored mounting evidence of its catastrophic effects and
having sought to silence or discredit its critics.

In Britain, thalidomide was approved by the NHS and marketed
as Distaval by Distillers, the drinks company behind Johnny
Walker. Bizarrely, Distillers had ventured into pharmaceuticals
after Aldous Huxley predicted that “happiness pills” would
supersede alcohol. Two thousand thalidomide babies were born
in this country, many so deformed they were “not allowed to
live” – either suffocated by doctors or left in a cold room.
Grainy black and white footage shows a mother recalling how
she was told to forget her baby, go home and have another.
“We were all written off,” says Kevin Donnelly, the son of a
northern tugboat worker. He was born with no limbs. Half were
dead within a year.

Sixty-two families sued Distillers, which meant the press was
gagged by the draconian sub judice rules of that era. Enoch
Powell, the health minister, refused to hold a public inquiry, his

The thalidomide scandal: an
ongoing battle for justice

Mikey Argy, a mother of two: “horrified” at the idea of losing her independence

In the UK, 2,000 babies were born with extreme deformities as a result of their mothers being prescribed thalidomide for morning
sickness, says Martin Fletcher. Now, the survivors want the German firm that made the drug finally to face up to its responsibilities

“Many babies were so deformed they were ‘not
allowed to live’ – either suffocated by doctors

or left in a cold room to die”
©
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senior medical adviser having been
briefed by Distillers. Parents were left to
raise armless or legless children, some
brain damaged, with minimal support.
Marjorie Wallace, a journalist who spent
months with the families, remembers
cafés, shops and beaches emptying when
they entered. Readers protested when
Evans, as editor of The Northern Echo,
printed photographs of the children.
Many parents abandoned their children
– Wallace remembers visiting a
thalidomider in a home who listed his
solicitor as his next of kin. As many as
half the marriages of parents of
thalidomiders broke up. Mothers were
consumed with guilt; at least three
committed suicide.

Eventually, in 1968, Distillers gave the 62 families 40% of what
they would have received had they won a negligence case in court.
Evans, who had by then moved to The Sunday Times, dismissed
that as “miserably inadequate”, but it alerted other parents to the
possibility of compensation, and 369 of them launched a new
suit. In 1971 Distillers offered them a paltry £3.3m – roughly
£8,000 per family – provided they all accepted it. Most were
delighted, having survived a decade with nothing. But five said no,
among them a London art dealer named David Mason who was
determined that they should get £20m.

Distillers upped the pressure. It threatened to withdraw the offer.
It encouraged a successful application to have Mason’s daughter,
Louise, made a ward of court because he was neglecting her
interests. Mason regained guardianship of Louise on appeal only
because a US lawyer contacted him to say a client had won
$2.7m in a thalidomide case. Mason flew to the US, got the
papers and presented them as proof that thalidomide cases could
succeed. The Sunday Times had meanwhile obtained thousands
of documents showing how Grünenthal and Distillers had failed
to test the drug adequately and ignored warnings about its
dangers, but because of the legal battle it could not publish them.
Finally, in 1972, Evans found a way to circumvent what he
called “the most restrictive press laws in Western democracy”.
His paper would focus on the moral, not legal, issues. It launched
its campaign with a front page headlined “Our thalidomide
children: a cause for national
shame”, followed up with
Wallace’s heartbreaking reports
of their plight.

It worked. That November the
Labour MP Jack Ashley forced a
parliamentary debate on what he called a national tragedy.
“What kind of an adolescence will a ten-year-old boy look
forward to when he has no arms, no legs and is only two foot
tall? That is the height of two whisky bottles placed on top of
each other,” he said. “How can an 11-year-old girl look forward
to laughing and loving when she has no hand to be held and no
legs to dance on?” The public was appalled. Evans received
thousands of letters of support. Distillers’ shareholders started to
protest. Posters denouncing Distillers appeared on the walls of
British cities. Mason helped organise a boycott of its products.
Flying to New York, he followed the drinks trolley down the aisle
and urged passengers not to consume any Distillers’ product –
none did. Distillers’ share price plunged, and in 1973 the
company was finally compelled to offer the £20m that Mason
had demanded.

It was a great victory, but the attorney general still banned the
The Sunday Times from revealing the facts on which the
campaign was based – how Grünenthal and Distillers had
managed to put such a lethal drug on the market. The case ended
up in the European Court of Human Rights and was won by two

votes in 1979. After a decade of
campaigning, The Sunday Times’s
exposé of the two companies’ negligence
and unscrupulous marketing was finally
published under the headline “The story
they suppressed: thalidomide”.

In the decades since, conditions for
Britain’s thalidomiders have improved
markedly. That £20m settlement has
been topped up by the Government and
Diageo, which took over Distillers in
1997, though the support the
thalidomiders receive still falls well short
of their needs. They have survived longer
than anyone expected, and – the
brain-damaged apart – have mostly led

fulfilled lives. Though good jobs were scarce, many have married
(mostly non-thalidomiders) and had healthy children. They have
skied, glided, scuba-dived, skydived and travelled to the furthest
reaches of the Earth. One, born armless, learnt to saddle a horse
with her foot and took up showjumping. Another became an
astrophysicist at Oxford. The thalidomiders have also become
skilled campaigners who are determined that Grünenthal and the
German government should finally be called to account for what
happened half a century ago.

In 2012 Harald Stock, Grünenthal’s chief executive, unveiled a
bronze statue of a limbless girl at the company’s HQ and
apologised for the first time to survivors and their families. But he
refused to accept any liability for what happened, repeating his
company’s contention that thalidomide was tested according to
the standards of the time and that nobody realised a drug could
cross the placental barrier. “That’s a lie,” said Evans; he says his
journalists long ago found that all the leading pharmaceutical
firms were subjecting their drugs to reproductive testing in the
1950s, and that Grünenthal was receiving complaints about
thalidomide as early as 1959.

Grünenthal has also been protected by a secret deal that it appears
to have struck with the federal government and that of North
Rhine-Westphalia in 1970. Wirtz and eight other Grünenthal
employees had been put on trial and charged with involuntary
manslaughter. Documents recently unearthed show that a year
later, Grünenthal’s lawyers and health ministry officials met

secretly to discuss an “overall
solution”. The trial was shut
down. The judges freed the
defendants and granted
Grünenthal immunity from
further prosecution. The
company contributed 100

million Deutschmarks to a fund for German thalidomiders.

What Evans calls a “judicial scandal” not only spared
Grünenthal; it suppressed copious evidence of its misconduct,
making it much harder for thalidomide families to win proper
compensation. That rankles. “Think of Hillsborough or Bloody
Sunday,” says Johnson. “It’s the same kind of situation where
justice has never been done and it burns away.” Led by Nick
Dobrik, the Cambridge-educated head of the Thalidomide
Trust’s advisory council and a thalidomider himself, the
campaigners have engaged lawyers and are now gathering
support for an assault on Berlin. Neither Grünenthal – now a
major multinational – nor the German government, is giving
any ground. But the thalidomiders won’t give up. As the
indomitable Lorraine Mercer says: “They didn’t test it. It’s time
they came clean. I suppose they’re waiting for everyone to pop
their clogs, but I’ve no intention of doing so.”

A longer version of this article appeared in The Daily Telegraph.
© Martin Fletcher/The Telegraph. Attacking the Devil: Harold
Evans and the Last Nazi War Crime is out now.
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Tom Yendell playing table tennis as a boy

“Grünenthal finally, reluctantly, took the
drug off the market in 1961, having ignored

mounting evidence of its catastrophic effects”
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Clue of the week answer:

Tel no

P1058B

P1058P

ACROSS
1 Alsace airstrips out – not a direct
flight (6,9)
9 Talk by salesman on new model (7)
10 Down-and-outs you finally found
in the press (7)
11 Deer got up, so to speak (4)
12 “Afro”, alternatively! (3,1,6)
13 Repeat adagio played by musician
in the end (2,5)
15 Went by first-class parking in
Leeds somehow (7)
17 Former PM was victorious,
retaining institution briefly (7)
19 Party worker in new terrace (7)
20 Choose appropriate dip (10)
22 Group in the club locker-room (4)
25 Skilled worker is prejudiced but
not soft (7)
26 Royal flunky has no time for
messenger (7)
27 Particular way of considering
education? (6,2,7)

DOWN
1 Only one p for an evening meal?
Great! (5)
2 Where to see craft, by and
large (2,3,4)
3 Old French painter showing up
mostly (4)
4 Morning newspaper not
operational in part of the evening (7)
5 Pacify primate, feeding one
vegetables (7)
6 Like some actors lacking
refinement? (9)
7 A number scoffing starter from
Indian dined at home (3,2)
8 City resident beginning to enjoy a
singular offer (4-5)
13 Makes little of blue acts (9)
14 Pop into station for order of
Italian nosh (9)
16 Sauntering in street, extremely
rich (9)
18 Lacking a drink before party?
Impossible! (2,3,2)
19 Outcome of airline restructuring
perhaps shows style at the top (4,3)
21 Hear a musical round (5)
23 Court guards are giving an
indication that’s something’s
missing (5)
24 Victor and Oscar embrace first (4)

Clue of the week: Expecting trouble? (7,8 first letters M & S)
Sunday Times, Jeff Pearce

For binders to hold 26 copies of The Week at £8.95 (www.modernbookbinders.com)

Solution to Sudoku 228

Puzzle supplied by

Solution to Crossword 987
ACROSS: 1 Plight 5 District 9 Dear 10 Refer 11 Loot 12 Business case
14 Toil 15 Tientsin 18 Ethiopia 19 Icky 21 Skye Boat Song 24 Trug
25 Incas 26 Mood 27 Same here 28 Payers DOWN: 2 Lied 3 Garibaldi
4 Thrash 5 Definite article 6 Stressed 7 Relic 8 Chopsticks 13 North Korea
16 Thingummy 17 Apposite 20 Tots up 22 Eagle 23 Door
Clue of the week: Rotten swine gets the part in cowboy film (9,7)
Solution: SPAGHETTI WESTERN (anagram of “swine gets the part”,
indicated by “rotten”)

The winner of 987 is Francis R. Lucas from Esher

Charity of the week
Rays of Sunshine grants wishes for children
across the UK (3-18), living with a serious or
life-limiting illness. Every day of the year the
charity gives brave young people the chance to
put their illness on hold and enjoy a moment
of escape. More than 4,750 individual wishes
have been granted since the charity was set up

in 2003. Wishes can be as unique as the children themselves and whether a
child wants to be a princess for the day, go to Disney World in Florida, visit
Santa in Lapland, own an iPad, or meet a favourite celebrity or a “real life”
mermaid, the charity works hard to make that wish come true. Events are
held throughout the year for large groups of children, including trips to theme
parks, hospital activity days, parties and The Rays of Sunshine Concert at The
Royal Albert Hall. Please visit www.raysofsunshine.org.uk.

Fill in all the squares so that
each row, column and each
of the 3x3 squares contains
all the digits from 1 to 9

Solution to Sudoku 532
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Sudoku 533 (very difficult)

Puzzle supplied by

This week’s crossword winner
will receive an Ettinger (www.
ettinger.co.uk) Brogue Collection
coin purse in black, which retails

at £150, and two Connell Guides
(www.connellguides.com).
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