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Think about desmo engines, think about 
Ducati. When we planned this issue, the 
idea was to feature tasty singles and 
V-twins like the 750 Paul Smart rode to 
victory at Imola. But when we saw John 
Fallon’s lovely unrestored 900SS at Made 
in Italy Motorcycles, we opted for that 
over the 750. And the Cali Hot Rod is 
such a cool story we went for that instead 
of the well-documented tale of Imola. 

We also loved Phillip Tooth’s 250 
Trialbero tale, which encapsulates the 
early Ducati development of the desmo – 
and it’s quite timely, since the very bike 
featured inside is up for sale at auction. 

We certainly didn’t consider pre-WWI 
technology, or even Mercedes-Benz’s 1954 
desmo engine developments for this issue, 
but what excited us was Phillip delving 
back into the mists of time to unearth the 
1908 Aries desmo. Yes, it’s a car engine, 
but it’s an incredible example of an early 
desmo design – and proves that of lot of 
the really funky ideas we saw emerging in 
1970s motorcycle technology weren’t new 
at all, but simply great ideas from the past, 
developed to suit more contemporary 
machinery using improved methods of 
production and higher quality materials.

Enjoy the mag.
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NORTON 500-4 
SPECIFICATION
Q�Dohc inline four cylinder  

Q�Bore and stroke: 54 x 54mm 

Q�Compression ratio: 15:1  

Q�Two valves per cylinder  

Q�Double hairpin valve springs  

Q�Gear camshaft drive  

Q�Gear primary drive  

Q�Liquid-cooled  

Q�Forward-facing carburettors 

Q�Rear-facing exhausts 

Q�Unit-construction gearbox 

Q�Five-bearing crankshaft 

Q�Plain shell big-end and 

crankshaft bearings 

Q�Wet-sump lubrication 

Q�Alloy crankcase 

Q�Elektron sump  

Q�Magneto ignition 

Q�Power output: 80bhp @ 

14,000rpm  

Q�Six-speed gearbox 

Q�Top speed: 140-150mph



WATER-COOLED
500-4 NORTON 
FOR CLASSIC TT
Having created four-valve Manx 

Nortons and Matchless G50s, 

Andy Molnar aims to build the 

bike Norton never completed – 

and race it on the Island

If you created a league table of epic rebirths achieved since the classic 
movement began in the ’80s, the top three places would probably be 
filled by George Beale’s recreation of Mike Hailwood’s 1967 297cc 
Honda six, the 1957 500cc Moto Guzzi V8 (an example of which is 
housed in Sammy Miller’s museum) and the Kay family’s Ago-era MV 
triples. The Kays have fewer cylinders to contend with, but while the 
Honda and the Guzzi are too frail for racing, the Kays win Classic TTs 
with their 350s and 500s, urging young riders to thrash the motors to 
their original 12,000rpm redlines.

Now comes news of a project that surely surpasses even these heroic 
efforts. It has four cylinders, it dates from the 1950s – and it will be 
raced to win. I heard about it when I phoned Andy Molnar, builder of 
Manx Norton, Matchless G50 and AJS 7R singles, to ask about his 
racing plans for 2016. Will he persevere in trying to beat multi-cylinder 
bikes in the Junior and Senior Classic TTs in August?

“We will continue to develop our four-valve singles at the Classic 
TT, and look after our customers,” he said. “But we won’t have a new 
project until 2017. I’m going to build the four that Norton never did.”

What!? The near-mythical 500cc four-cylinder Norton that would 
have competed against the Gilera and MV fours for GP glory in the ’50s?

WORDS:  MIKE  N ICKS . PHOTOGRAPHY:  T IM  KEETON. I L LUSTRAT ION:  KAR  LEE
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“Yes,” he confirmed. “The
engine was not only completed,
but run on the dyno. I’ve got 
quite a lot of photos of the engine 
as it existed. But there was never 
a complete bike.”

Now there will be. Molnar is 
already designing components 

and will exhibit pieces, possibly including a cylinder head, at the 2016 Classic TT. At the 
2017 Classic TT the bike will be raced, and at the 2018 event he will compete to win. 
That’s right – with a bike based on a 65-year-old design, Molnar will attempt to defeat the 
Paton twins, which are based on a 1968 design built with modern manufacturing 
techniques, and the MV triples, which represent early-’70s grand prix technology.

For its time – work on the project was abandoned in 1953 – the Norton four was highly 
advanced. It was an across-the-frame four, with twin gear-driven overhead camshafts, 
two-valve heads and unit construction. There were radical features including liquid 
cooling, forward-facing carburettors and rear-facing exhaust ports. Compare the artist’s 
impression of the bike that you see on the previous pages with the 1000cc four-cylinder 
Yamaha YZR-M1 which currently rules in MotoGP, and the similarities are amazing, 
considering that the two designs are separated by more than 60 years.

What Andy Molnar and his son Richard are attempting with the Norton four project 
goes way beyond restoration or recreation. This is imagineering. All they have to go on are 
a few photos of engine components that appeared in Built for Speed, a book published in 
1962, written by the historian John Griffiths. This little volume, just five inches deep and 
eight wide, contains five photographs of the Norton four’s components that still existed in 
the Bracebridge Street factory in Birmingham in 1959. There are also three engineering 
drawings, compiled by an artist at Motor Cycling magazine, showing the complete bike, a 
see-through illustration of the engine, and a cross-section showing the arrangement of 
crankshaft flywheels and bobweights, the primary drive and camshaft drive layout, and 
an inlet and an exhaust valve, the latter with a finned, water-cooled guide.

And with that scanty evidence, the Molnars will build a bike with the aim of winning a 
four-lap, 151-mile over the TT Mountain Circuit.

“I’m not doing this because the business needs it, but because it’s a challenge,” Molnar Q The factory can produce CNC engine castings 

Q Andy Molnar 

(right) and son Ian 

display some of 

their single-

cylinder heads

Q This is a working drawing for a single-cylinder engine, but blueprints for the 500-4 are being drawn up

Q They’re well tooled up at Molnar, as you can see by this impressive array of CNC machine tools  
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 1953 500CC WORLD  
 CHAMPIONSHIP 

1 Geoff Duke (Gilera)

2 Reg Armstrong (Gilera)

3 Alfredo Milani (Gilera)

4 Ken Kavanagh (Manx Norton)

5 Ray Amm (Manx Norton)

6 Jack Brett (Manx Norton)

The 1953 world championship-winning

Gilera four developed around 57bhp @

10,000rpm. Its air-cooled engine had

oversquare bore and stroke dimensions of

52 x 58mm. MV’s 500cc triples and fours

remained air-cooled up until Phil Read won

the last of the factory’s 18 500cc world

titles in 1974.

said. “The whole point is to make classic motorcycling interesting, and not just about a 
load of dowdy old men shuffling around autojumbles. History will judge us.”

This is a huge, almost wildly audacious project – Molnar is saying not just what he 
hopes he will do, but what he will do. There are going to be purists who may criticise or 
ridicule his efforts, as they criticise his four-valve Manx and G50 engines (because the 
factories never made four-valvers). But in his factory in Lancashire he loves to take on 
huge engineering challenges and beat them.

What encourages Molnar with the Norton four are certain features of the original 
design. “It was phenomenally advanced for its time in motorcycling terms,” he said. “This 
was the pinnacle of engineering. It was so fantastic to even contemplate doing such a thing 
in comparison to Norton’s road bikes at the time – they were still selling the ES2 [a 
pushrod single that remained in the Norton range until 1964].”

The Norton four was designed by the BRM racing car company in Bourne, 
Lincolnshire, who in the early ’50s were building their extraordinary supercharged V16 
1.5-litre Formula One car. The V16 produced 600bhp at 12,000rpm, although the car 
was highly unreliable. But what BRM contributed was the idea of water-cooling – an 
advantage that the Gilera and MV fours never enjoyed.

Neither Built for Speed nor Mick Walker’s Norton: The Racing Story mention the vital 
matter of the four’s bore and stroke dimensions. What will Molnar choose?

“Fifty-four by fifty-four,” he says. “Norton were already building square engines – their 
1952 works Manxes were 86 x 86mm. A square engine will give us an advantage in 
torque and rpm.”

If the Norton four had reached the racetracks in the ’50s with these cylinder 
dimensions, it would have been way ahead 
of the Gilera and MV opposition in this 
respect. The Gilera had long-stroke 
dimensions of 52 x 58.8mm when it won 
its first 500cc world title in 1950, and still 
had the same layout in 1957 when it won 
the last of its six titles. The MV four 
retained a similar 52 x 58mm bore and 
stroke until it was superseded by the 
three-cylinder design in 1965.

 WHY NORTON ABANDONED  
 THE FOUR 

Norton’s singles dominated 500cc racing 

for much of the 1930s. But later in the 

decade, the Gilera four, the supercharged 

and water-cooled AJS V4 and BMW’s flat 

twin showed that multi-cylinder engines 

would be necessary for future grand prix 

success. After the war, Norton’s managing 

director Gilbert Smith wanted to join this 

trend, and in 1948 agreed to pay BRM 

£750 a year to produce a 500cc four-

cylinder engine, based on their 1500cc V16.

According to Mick Walker’s book Norton: 

The Racing Story, a test-bed 125cc single 

produced 12bhp @ 13,000rpm. Andy 

Molnar believes a complete four-cylinder 

was also built. He has a contact who claims 

his father saw the four being dyno-tested in 

the Acton factory of Vandervell, the bearings 

specialists who were involved in the project.

According to Walker, Norton employed 

only around 100 people at the time and 

produced just 10,000 motorcycles a year. 

Money was short, and when the firm was 

taken over by AMC, the four-cylinder project 

was canned. Photos of components for the 

four in Built for Speed were taken in 1959. 

Some of the pieces were still in the Norton 

factory some years later. Do they still exist? 

Andy Molnar would welcome any clues.

Geoff Duke might have stayed with 

Norton if they had produced the four. But he 

was lured by Gilera; you can see how four-

cylinder power overwhelmed Manx Norton 

singles in the ’53 championship table below.

*Andy Molnar can be contacted at:  

manx.co.uk

Q Geoff Duke 

parading his  

title-winning  

Gilera in 1981

‘I’M DOING THIS 
BECAUSE IT’S A 

CHALLENGE. HISTORY 
WILL JUDGE US’
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“We expect to get more bhp per litre than other multi-
cylinder bikes out there,” Molnar said. “People might say:
‘What the hell is he on about, talking about how he can win
the Classic TT’. Be under no illusion – while we have
significant handicaps and challenges, there are also significant
advantages with water cooling.

“The main thing for us is to raise the compression ratio, to
15:1. Our air-cooled four-valve engines are running at 12:1.
There is the potential for our four-cylinder to make more
horsepower than anything else out there. It’s all about piston
area – this engine will have 30% more
than our current ultra-short-stroke Manx
with 90 x 70.38mm bore and stroke.”

Molnar’s philosophy with this project
is to get pretty close to what the finished
four might have looked like in its day.
“It will be a 1950s-looking machine,” he
promises. “For example, even though the
regulations for the Classic TT allow disc
brakes, we will run drums.”

In a few areas he will depart from what
Norton might have done. For example,
four-speed gearboxes were the practice in
the early ’50s, even on the Italian fours – it wasn’t until 1955
that Gilera went to a five-speeder. Molnar’s bike will use a 
contemporary six-speed cluster.

What does he think of the back-to-front cylinder head 
concept? “Yuk!” is the response. “That’s a really bad move.  
It’s going to give us more problems than everything else put 
together. Without that I don’t really have any problems in
building the bike. The front-facing carburettors affect the
bike’s  performance and packaging, because it moves the 
engine backwards in comparison to where I would normally 
put the crank centre line. The engine will have to have some 
form of airbox, because you can’t have the carbs picking up 

crap from the front wheel. The radiator will have to be
restricted in depth, because your intake can’t be behind the 
radiator. It might have to be above it.”

How do you go about creating a close replica of a bike when 
you have no data, just a handful of photos and drawings? 

“I’m already laying out stuff,” Molnar replied. “There are 
no patterns to go on, so everything has to be made. You can’t 
get enough of the details of the design from the photos.”

And so the imagineering will proceed. “We can use the 
photographs to design the engine from scratch, using ideas that 

we can glean from them. But the photos 
don’t give us any clues about 
components such as the water pump. 
These will probably be the bits that end 
up causing us the biggest problems.”

With such an untried project, is he not 
tempted to produce a bike just for 
parade purposes? “Are we hell! You’ve 
seen how we operate. We have 
absolutely no chance of winning the 
Classic TT in 2017. We’ll be lucky to 
make it to the start line. I expect us to 
break down – that’s how engineering is. 

But I also expect us to overcome those problems.”
Molnar reckons the project will cost around half a million 

pounds. So will he build replicas to recoup development costs? 
“Yes, in small quantities,” he confirmed. “The bike can’t lose 
all that money – it will have to give something back.”

He also has a plan to finance the first Classic TT entry in 
2017. Ideally, a customer would buy the first bike, while 
Molnar would manage the race effort in the Island.

Imagineering a complex motorcycle that never fully existed – 
it sounds like a nightmare. “But there’s one advantage about 
it,” Molnar said. “There’s no one around now who could tell 
me that I haven’t got it right!”

WORLD

‘THIS GOES WAY 
BEYOND RESTORATION 

OR RECREATION.  
THIS IS IMAGINEERING’

Q John Griffith’s 1962 book 

features a concept drawing of 

the 500-4 on the cover
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WORDS  AND PHOTOGRAPHY  BY  PHIL  MASTERS

TALMAG  
TROPHY TRIAL
One of the best-known pre-65 trials events for owners of classic  

British and European four-stroke off-road machines

O�JANUARY 31, HUNGRY HILL, ALDERSHOT

H  
eld each year at 
Hungry Hill near 
Aldershot, the 
Talmag Trophy 
Trial is organised 

by the Talmag MCC, a club run 
by the Allaway Brothers, Ian and 
Kevin from their off-road shop, 
JAM Sport near Farnham.

“Its an old-fashioned trial, run 
the old-fashioned way – with 
each rider setting off at one 
minute intervals. We get 180 
riders, so we must be doing 
something right,” says Ian.

The club was originally formed 
in 1937 by the London branch of 
the Territorial Army during 
WWII to gain access to army 
land outside London. John 
Allaway, a TA member and 
father of Ian and Kevin, joined 
the club in 1950. Ten years later 
he and his family were involved 
in organising the Talmag Trophy.

In 1984 John established John 
Allaway & Sons Motorcycles but 
after his death in 1988 Ian took 
over the business and renamed it. 
Despite being blinded in a car 
accident in 1978, Ian continues 
to compete in trials as a sidecar 
passenger in his own 1965 
Triumph T100 outfit. Here’s a 
sample of the some of the great 
machines the Talmag attracts... 

Q Indian riding party. 

Holger Schonknecht 

came from Germany to 

compete in the trial 
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1953 AJS 16MC 350
Owned by Adrian Mountain

I bought this bike four years ago and 
compete on it whenever I can. I first 
entered the Talmag in 2000 and have done 
it ever since. It’s the biggest Pre-65 trials 
event in the south and a great social event.

1949 DOUGLAS 350 COMP
Owned by Matthew Neale

I’ve been riding in the Talmag for the last 
15 years – I love it and I’ll aim to do the 
hard route. I’ve borrowed the bike from 
Clive Dopson for today’s trial. I compete 
in the Scottish Two Days on my Ariel 500, 
but I also ride modern trials on my Beta.

1958 TRIBSA 5TA ‘BALCO’
Owned by Paul Whitehead 
I normally ride a Sherco in modern trials – 
this is my first time on the Talmag. Paul 
Balcellie built this bike in 1988 – a 
Triumph 5TA motor in a BSA Frame.  
It was the first bike he ever built, but he’s 
built eight or nine since. I bought it a year 
ago and I absolutely love riding it.

1964 TRIUMPH 5TA OUTFIT
Ridden by Alan Wear

This is my first Talmag. I heard on the 
grapevine that Ian (Allaway, a Talmag 
organiser) was looking for a pilot. I’ve seen 
him before at trials, but this is the first 
time I’ve ridden in competition with him 
as a passenger. He lost his sight in a car 
accident in 1978, when he was 20. We 
walk the sections beforehand and I warn 
him of any quick changes in direction.
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1938 P&M PANTHER M85
Owned by Martin PRESTON 59

This is my 15th Talmag and I love it
because it’s the last proper trial restricted
to four-strokes. I always drive home from
the event with a smile on my face.

1963 MATCHLESS G3C
Owned by Dave Wiffen 
I bought this bike two months ago for my
son to ride in the Scottish Two Day trial at
Kinloch Leven. This is my first Talmag 
because I now have a Pre-65 bike – and
I’m planning to ride the easy course. My
other trials bikes are a Montesa 4RT and a
Fantic 300 for modern events. 

1925 INDIAN SCOUT 600 
Owned by Holger Schonknecht

I bought this bike from an old man in 
Sweden two years ago – he used it for 
enduros! This is my fourth Talmag; it’s 20 
hours’ driving to get here, but I love this 
event as it is totally restricted to pre-65 
machines. In Germany events catering for 
old bikes are part of a modern trial. I also 
own many BSAs. The last one I brought 
here was a 1938 M2. I also use the Indian 
in the Inter Nordic Cup trials series. There 
are four events in Germany, Finland, 
Sweden and Denmark – I love driving!

1958 MV125 SUPER RAPIDO
Owned by John Bull

I’ve ridden trials since 1962 and I’ve 
always wanted to do this event but only 
recently have had a suitable four-stroke, so 
this is only my second Talmag. I really 
enjoyed it last year. I used to own the Rock 
Shocks business until I sold it last year, but 
now I manufacture DOT trials bikes – I 
swapped one with George Greenland for 
this MV, it’s a rare machine, which 
George got from Germany. 
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1956 ROYAL ENFIELD BULLET
Owned by Phil Wiffen

I’ve been trialling since I was nine years
old. I rode this bike in the Scottish Two
Days last year, but this is my first Talmag
because, like dad, I’ve only just got a
suitable machine. I usually ride modern
trials on a Sherco 300. We bought the
Enfield off ebay for £2300 as a
‘competition ready’ machine. However,
we ended up rebuilding the engine,
gearbox and forks, and fitted new rear
shocks. I prefer the Matchless!

Q Front wheel  

in the air. Heart 

in the mouth

Q Concentration 

and control. 

That’s  trials

1954 ARIEL HT500
Owned by Les Starrs

This is a rare rigid HT500 Ariel. Most 
were built with rear suspension. It has been 
fitted with BSA A65 forks, BSA brakes 
and alloy wheels. It’s a heavy bike. I saw it 
advertised in the Alton Trials magazine in 
2012 and bought it. I had it rebored and 
fitted a Hepolite piston. I compete on it 
whenever I can find a suitable entry – at 
least twice a month. I like easy courses, 
but I get an awful lot of fun out of it. 
Getting this bike allowed me to enter the 
Talmag four years ago. It’s a long event but 
set up to suit classic and vintage machines.
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Racing machinery led the way at Bonhams’ Les Grandes Marques
du Monde sale at the Grand Palais, Paris on February 4. And it
was this unique works Honda that fetched top money, making
£67,994. Just two CB500R racers were ever built by Honda to
contest the All Japan Championship; this 1972 example is the only
one to be built by Honda’s research and development facility,
rather than HRC. While the 1971 version used the CB500 roadster
frame, the 1972 bike, campaigned initially by Kengo Kiyama in
the open class, had a one-off chrome-molybdenum frame.

The engine of the 1972 bike was even more special. While it
looks like a derivative of the CB500 road engine, the 1972
CB500R engine features a one-piece billet crank, dry clutch,
high-capacity magnesium oil pump, larger inlet ports and valves,
sandcast cylinder head, a magnesium cambox cover and a close-

ratio five-speed
gearbox. The 651cc
engine produced a
healthy 80bhp at
10,700rpm.

Kengo Kiyama
was given the

bike by
Honda
and kept
it until
1982,
when he

Q The ’72 CB500R

in its racing

days

sold it to Italian Honda 
dealer Samoto in Rome. 
After that, it was raced 
once more, at Vallelunga, 
by Vladimir Dabiankov. 

Other star lots included 
a delightful 50cc 1965 
Derbi ‘Carreras Cliente’ 
(customer racer). Raced 
by GP winner Borje 
Jansson and Leif Rosell, 
before Kent Andersson acquired it in a swap deal, it was restored 
in the ’70s, before being acquired by the vendor in the ’90s. It 
sold for £10,179 against an estimate of £5400-6950.

A 1962 Yamaha TD2 raced in GPs and the French national 
championships from 1969-73 by riders including original owner 
Cees Van Dongen, Jean Paul Passet and the (un-named) vendor, 
was another race bike to shine at the Paris auction. The bike was 
restored by former Sonauto-Gauloises mechanic Jacky Germain 
in 1990/91 and sold for £12,835.

“There were slight signs of the market softening in some 
areas,” said Bonhams’ Ben Walker. “But there were several 
dedicated race bike collectors present and that kept prices strong 
for these bikes. The Honda attracted a lot of interest from 
bidders worldwide. In the end, it went to a European collector.”

Bonhams’ next sale is at The International Classic Motorcycle 
Show at Stafford County Showground on April 24. 

BIDS ON GRIDS
O�LES GRANDES MARQUES DU MONDE SALE

Competition machines shone brightest at Bonhams’ glamorous Paris auction
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There might be just 15 bikes scattered like jewels among the four-wheeled entries at
Brightwells’ sale at Leominster on March 2, but this rare Suzuki TC250 (circa 1968)
pictured above might well be the pick of the entry. Based on the T20 Super Six, the TC250
was a street scrambler-styled machine that was never officially imported into the UK. This
example is substantially complete, showing
just 7600 miles on the clock and is ripe for
restoration. It’s estimated at £1200-1500.

Other desirable gems include a 1975
Kawasaki H2 (right) with under 12,000 miles
on the clock (estimate £6000-8000) and a
500cc BMW R50 with long-distance fuel tank
(£5000-6000). A 1951 Vincent Comet in ‘oily
rag’ condition highlights the rising appeal of
Vincent singles (£12,000-14,000).

SWEETSTREET
SCRAMBLER

O BRIGHTWELLS PREVIEW

O CHARTERHOUSE SHEPTON MALLET

Sixties Suzuki stands out among entries for March Herefordshire auction

Bikes with bits missing go down a storm in the rough winter weather

N EWS

H A N D - P I C K E D

FROM THE FINEST SOURCES

 AFFORDABLE VINTAGE 
H and H Auctions’ Duxford sale on April 

19 looks like it might be a good place to 

pick up a vintage machine in time for the 

Banbury Run. Already consigned are this 

barn-find 1926 Humber side-valve 350 

(below) with an estimate of £3000-3500 

and a 1924 224cc Triumph Model LW 

Junior (above), estimated at £4000-

4500. Both bikes are from the same 

collection and require recommissioning.

Post-vintage machines on offer include 

a lovely 1938 Norton ES2 with an 

estimate of £12,000-14,000, a restored 

1931 Velocette KSS that has been in the 

same ownership since the 1960s and is 

estimated to make £8000-9000, and a 

barn-find 1939 BSA Empire Star 

estimated at £3000-3500.

Charterhouse Auctions sale at Shepton Mallet on February 7 underlined the perennial lure
of the project bike. A collection of 19 (more or less) complete bikes and six job lots of
spares – all from a vendor in Devon – proved to be the backbone of the sale. A Norton
International Model 30 restoration project was 
the top seller, selling for £8800 – well over its 
£5000-7000 estimate.

Another bike from the same collection to
exceed expectations was an ex-WD BSA M20
(right). “It has a chequered past,” said 
Charterhouse’s Matthew Whitney. “The seller
last rode it in 1974, after which it was stolen
before being recovered and returned to him.”
In substantially complete condition, the bike
soared over its pre-sale estimate of £1000-1500
to achieve a price of £3800, despite requiring
full restoration and having no documentation.

AUCTION DATES
March 2 Brightwells sale at Easters 

Court, Leominster, Herefordshire

brightwells.com 

March 5 Richard Edmonds Auctions sale 

at Chippenham, Wiltshire

richardedmondsauctions.com  

March 12 Historics at Brooklands sale at 

Brooklands Museum, Weybridge, Surrey

historics.co.uk 

PROJECTPOWER  NO SALE 
Anglia Car Auctions classic motorcycle 

sale scheduled for March 12 has been 

postponed until May 21. However,  

Anglia’s autumn sale on October 15  

will go ahead as planned. 
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Let’s hope the unseasonably warm winter follows through to spring...

DIARY

MARCH 12

KEMPTON BIKE JUMBLE
Every other month, Eric Patterson and his 
crew manage to come up with a first rate 
jumble at Kempton. Have a look yourself 
to see how they do it. Easy access and
plenty of parking.
Why: Proper jumble, proper people
Where: Kempton Park Racecourse, Surrey  
Contact: egp-enterprises.co.uk

MARCH 12-13

CAROLE NASH/MCN 
SCOTTISH SHOW
More than 350 classic bikes to ogle. Check
out the Classic Bike ‘fire-up paddock’.
Why: It’s the biggest classic bike event in
Scotland this year
Where: Royal Highland Centre, Edinburgh
Contact: scottishmotorcycleshow.com

MARCH 20

PIONEER RUN
It’s the world’s premier event for pre-1915 
bikes, with more than 370 Pioneer 
machines hitting the road from Tattenham 
Corner, Epsom to Madeira Drive on the 
sea front at Brighton. First machines get 
away at 8am.
Why: Be staggered by Edwardian (and 
some slightly later) engineering excellence
Where: Epsom to Brighton sea front 
Contact: sunbeam-mcc.co.uk

MARCH 27

TOUGHSHEET NATIONAL TWINSHOCK 
CHAMPIONSHIP, ROUND ONE
After a winter toiling in sheds to get their 
race bikes in pristine order for the new 
season, it’s finally here for the twinshock 
motocross faithful. It’s a great circuit for 
riders and spectators, too.

Why: Smell the two-stroke... and taste the
mud
Where: Stiper’s Hill, Polesworth, 
Staffordshire
Contact: nationaltwinshock.co.uk 

 AND THE REST...

March 5
VMCC Autojumble
Why: Around 470 stalls are promised
Where: Royal Bath and West 
Showground, Shepton Mallet, 
Contact: vmccsomerset.co.uk 
 
March 6
March Hare Road Trial
Why: A throwback to the good old days
Where: Hunters Hall, Kingscote, 
Gloucestershire
Contact: gvcmcc.club 

March 13
British and classic day at the Ace
Why: A chance to talk Triumph
Where: The Ace Cafe, London
Contact: ace-cafe-london.com 

March 26/27
CRMC race meeting
Why: It’s been a long winter…
Where: Pembrey Circuit, Wales
Contact: crmc.co.uk 

March 28
Ashford Classic Motorcycle Show
Why: Beats Bank Holiday TV hands-down
Where: Ashford Market, Ashford, Kent 
Contact: elk-promotions.co.uk 
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Lancashire

+44 (0) 1204 844 884

alan.whitehead@bonhams.com
 

East Anglia

+44 (0) 1507 481 890

david.hawtin@bonhams.com

 

REPRESENTATIVES

Italy

+39 333 564 3610

gregor.wenner@bonhams.com
 

Germany

+49 160 94984316

paul.gockel@bonhams.com

West Midlands

+44 (0) 1543 411 154

robert.cordonchamp@bonhams.com
 

Northants and South Midlands

+44 (0) 1327 856 024

roger.etcell@bonhams.com
 

Herts, Beds, Bucks, and Oxon

+44 (0) 1494 758 838

martin.heckscher@bonhams.com

Home Counties

+44 (0) 20 8302 7627

colin.seeley@bonhams.com
 

Hampshire and Dorset

+44 (0) 1794 518 433

mike.jackson@bonhams.com
 

Devon and Cornwall

+44 (0) 1872 250 170

jonathan.vickers@bonhams.com

1929 COVENTRY-EAGLE 

980CC FLYING-8 OHV

£140,000 - 160,000 

The Ex-Pat Driscoll
1929 NORTON 500CC MODEL 18

£20,000 - 24,000

The Ex-Hubert Chantrey 
1938 BROUGH SUPERIOR 

800CC BS4 PROJECT

£80,000 - 120,000

1938 BROUGH SUPERIOR 

982CC SS100 PROJECT

£60 000  80 000

1954 BSA 500CC GOLDSTAR

£8,000 - 12,000
1960 NORTON-JAP ‘THOR’ 1,000CC 

SPRINT RACING MOTORCYCLE

£40,000 - 50,000

1988 NORTON 588CC CLASSIC

£9,000 - 14,000
Honda UK Press and Publicity Bike 

1969 HONDA CB750-K0

£20,000 - 30,000

1978 MV AGUSTA 832CC MONZA

£40,000 - 50,000

THE SPRING STAFFORD SALE 
Pioneer, Vintage & Collectors’ Motorcycles
Sunday 24 April 2016 
INCLUDING THE BROUGHS OF BODMIN MOOR  
The International Classic MotorCycle Show
Staffordshire County Showground

ENTRIES INVITED
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I had been perusing the classic ads in CB for over a year to get an
idea of prices of classic machines and reading up on different
models with a view to buying another bike. I knew I wanted a pre-
’60s British bike and fancied the idea of owning a ‘rideable classic’
– an old bike that is not so stratospherically expensive that simply
getting out and riding it in everyday conditions risks greatly
devaluing the machine. It had to be reliable enough to go a bit
further than the nearest pub, with readily available and affordable
spare parts. The choice, even with my modest budget, was vast.

I arrived at the Norton 19S as my chosen machine, partly
because one magazine’s classic guide said: ‘its very long stroke
engine makes it a master at hill climbing’ – as I lived in the heart of
the French Alps, this piqued my interest.

Then, one paragraph in an article about British singles published
in Classic Bike in May 2012 became lodged in my mind. Rick
Parkington wrote this of another Norton single, the Big Four:
‘There’s something absolutely wonderful about a shire horse of a
motorcycle that obstinately thuds along at its own pace. A
motorcycle that is oblivious to anything but the metronome of its
own heartbeat.’ Reading that wonderful description settled it,
regarding the number of cylinders I wanted!

When a mate told me about a Norton 600 single for sale locally,
I followed it up. I knew very little about Norton singles, but it
sounded fabulous, appeared not to leak, started with ease and the
engine was surprisingly quiet. It had been used regularly on long
runs by the owner, a member of the VMCC who had spent the

kind of money on rebuilding and restoring that you would be wise
to conceal from close family members if you value a quiet life.

Although the frame and engine numbers did not match, it did
have a belt drive primary and electronic ignition, the benefits of
which outweighed any picky concerns about authenticity. Surely,
I reasoned (while counting out a large wad of cash) after years of
making virtually the same engine, Norton must have got the hang
of it by the time they reached the 1956 19S!

Everything felt very strange – the gearchanges, the primitive
drum brakes and the demented speedo swinging so wildly about
that my true speed remained a constant mystery. On long climbs,

Special edition – a classic ascent of the Alps

CLASSICS
YOUR

‘I’VE HAD A BLAST ON MY NORTON 19S’
John Norris

Q Burly old beast 

outshines effete 

gendarmes

Q Not a glamorous 

model, but a stoic 

mountain climber

Q John’s now back in the 

UK – and still thumping 

about on the 19S

Show us  
your bikes!
Wrecked, ridden or restored, we 
want to see ’em and hear about 

’em! Email your stories and 
pictures to classic.bike@ 

bauermedia.co.uk 
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the exhaust note kept me grinning all the way; I got the feeling I’d 
like this bike.  The Norton sat in a mate’s shed in Windermere for 
a while until I could cadge a ride for it in the back of a van, all the 
way out to Chamonix, France. Once safely in my own shed, 
having unearthed a miscellany of my father’s Whitworth spanners, 
I serviced it – but then found a puzzling coil problem which had 
developed as if by dark magic during transit! This was sorted out 
for £12 courtesy of the Norton Owners Club online spares shop.  

I changed the monograde oil for a Penrite Shelsley Heavy 40-70 
multigrade – ideal for coping with the wide temperature gradient 
of the Alps in high summer. Amal suggest an altitude tolerance of 
900 metres for the Monobloc carb on the standard jet/needle set-
up – but despite riding up to almost three times that altitude, I 
have had no issues besides an endearing backfire on the overrun!

At first it was a challenge getting used to everything about the 
old Norton, although after a period of riding around locally I 
began to get more familiar with the bike. I held with my 
contention, however, that true bonding would not happen until 
the two of us had done a little adventure together. 

So I took the bike on a two-day, three-country, 200-mile 
marathon around the Mont Blanc massif. Together we climbed the 
vertical equivalent of an ascent to Everest’s South Col from sea 
level on that first trip! I let her cool down a while at the top of each 
high pass and took it steady on descents. The bike’s hill-climbing 

grunt and forceful engine braking were perfectly suited to the task, 
and it handled pretty well on steep, twisting Alpine passes. Provided 
I took my time, braking and changing gear in a leisurely way, the 
bike had gentlemanly manners – but I was sure if I pushed it the 
forks and brakes would misbehave with unwelcome consequences!

Since the trip around Mont Blanc, the Norton now feels like it 
really is my bike. The ‘wrong-side’ rear brake and the ‘upside-
down’ right-boot gearchange that I had been so anxious about 
before buying the bike now seem, well, at least less unfamiliar and 
I have adapted as best I can to its quirks.   

I think it can be tempting for us classic enthusiasts to fixate on 
the ‘must have’ models in a given manufacturers range, believing 
they are the most shrewd buy, perhaps the only sound investment. 
But I think there is much to be said for choosing the less sporty, 
less expensive, less glamorous workhorses or oddities if the 
priority is just to ride and enjoy getting some miles in. It also 
means, to some extent at least, that you side-step the slightly mad 
cycle of escalating prices for ultra-collectable exotica.

I have clocked up over 1000 miles and, having moved back to 
the UK, am enjoying exploring the rambling Dorset back lanes on 
it. So far I have had a blast on my Norton 19S, with no regrets. 
‘Rideable’ my classic certainly seems to be, and my transition to 
’50s motorcycling has been relatively smooth. I am utterly smitten 
and already plotting the next trip with my laid-back old thumper.

‘I LET HER COOL DOWN A 
WHILE AT THE TOP OF EACH 

HIGH PASS AND TOOK IT 
STEADY ON DESCENTS’
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RLD

Your observations, opinions and oracles

LETTERS

FLOODED
BUT UNBOWED

O�MISSIVE OF THE MONTH

We had an unfortunate occurrence at 
Renaissance Motorcycle Workshops (see 
CB, May 2014) over the festive period. A 
guard from the mill where the workshops 
are based, called me on Boxing Day to say 
there was a bit of water coming in, but that 
it was nothing to worry about. About 40 
minutes later he called again, to say the 
workshops were under 4ft of water!

When I got there, I was met by a scene 
of devastation. Everything up to a level of 
4ft was ruined, or badly damaged, and the 
spares room looked like a kiddy’s toy box 
after a tantrum. The library, with many 
old and pre-War manuals, posters, parts 
lists and so on, was ruined. There was a 
layer of mud, slime and oily scum over 
everything and about 50 bikes had been in 
water up to the fuel tanks, or even 
completely submerged. 

Our welding equipment, compressors, 
pressure regulators, etc have been ruined 
and we have had to clean, disinfect and oil 
hundreds of tools. We have lost most of 

our air and electric tools.
However, we’re a stubborn lot in

Yorkshire, so we’ll get over it. I get
very nervous when it starts to rain,
though!
ROGER HENDERSON, KEIGHLEY

I went up to Keighley to see Roger and his

merry bunch of motorcycle restorers in

2014 and was impressed by the set-up

and camaraderie there. As I wrote then:

‘It serves a community bound together by

classic bikes. Workshop, drop-in centre,

self-help group, old school chat room, 

haven of handiwork... it’s all these things

and more.’ I know Roger is going to be

personally £30,000 out of pocket after

this flood. As he says, they will get over it,

but there’s plenty of equipment that needs

to be replaced. If you can help in any way,

show the same generosity of spirit that

Roger has in running this excellent project

and give him a call on 07759 724123.

MARK HOLMES

Q The Boxing Day flood was devastating 

Roger and the workshop in CB, May 2014

Q All this water came out of the flooded engine

Q A layer of muddy slime coated the floors
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Q John’s 1968 T120 

Rickman, complete with 
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Q Can you help John ID this frame?
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MYSTERY RICKMAN
I was interested to read the two 
articles on the Triumph Metisse 
(Feb 16) – two bikes in different 
parts of the world.

Some years ago, I bought a 1968 
Triumph T120 Rickman (frame no 
R346, see above) and one day I will 
change the ’70s exhaust pipe 
clamps... Since then I have bought a 
Z900 and a Z1000 Rickman.

During this time, I also bought a 
bare frame, as per the photo below. 
I have tried, so far unsuccessfully, to 
find out what engine it will house. 
The mystery points are:
1) The frame has never been nickel-
plated.
2) There are no signs of any frame 
numbers, or any stampings, that I 
can see.
3) The lower frame oil tank 
connecting points upwards (all 
others I’ve seen are horizontal).
4) There are more mounting lugs on 
the front downtubes.
5) Different rear triangle frame and 
other strange brackets.

Would it be possible for you to 
publish this picture, to see if any  
of your readers can help identify  
this frame?
JOHN SPRING

CALIFORNIA DRAGGIN’
What a wonderful picture of the 
one and only Russ Collins on that 
awesome Honda on page 37 of 
February’s CB. 

I interviewed Russ in 1976, 
when I was covering the World 
Drag Finals in California for 
MCN. He was recovering from the 
big crash that ended the bike’s 
racing life  – and almost his own as 
well. As he walked around the 
workshop, Terry Vance and Byron 
Hines would shout “Git yer 
shoulders back!” whenever he 
began to droop a little. The three 
engines, still in the bottom frame 
cradle, sat in his office with a plate 
glass top to form the most 
expensive coffee table in the world.

At the races, Tom Christenson 
on ‘Hogslayer’ was totally 
dominant, beating Terry Vance on 
a supercharged 870cc RC Honda 
on the money run. In my report, I 
described that bike as the most 
significant new machine to appear 
on the American drag scene that 
year, little realising how prophetic 
those words were. That ‘little’ 
Honda was the granddaddy of the 
supercharged four-cylinder five-
second Top Fuel runners of today.
JIM REYNOLDS, SHROPSHIRE



EXC.VAT

£71.98
INC.VAT

£59.98

WHERE QUALITY COSTS LESS

UPERSTORES
NATIONWIDE

NOW
W   

P

•Sturdy lower
shelf •Durable
powder coated
finish

ENGINEERS HEAVY DUTY

STEEL WORKBENCHES

Shown fitted with
optional 3 drawer uni

PRICE CUT NOW ONLY £95.98 INC VAT

CHESTS/
CABINETS

 Combines premium quality
with fi ercely competitive
pricing & super smooth ball
bearing roller drawers

1.5M TALL

SEE WEBSITE FOR
PACKAGE DEALS

WITH TOOLS

EXTRA
LARGE

GAS STRUTS
Hold lid open

EXTRA
DEEP

DRAWERS

GREAT LOOKING,
BIG 5” INDUSTRIAL
CHROME SPOKED

WHEELS FOR EASY
MOVEMENT*

EXTRA LARGE
DRAWER PULLS* Except on CBB231B & CBB230B

EXC.VAT

£119.98
INC.VAT

£99.981

• Dimensions (LxWxH)
1150 x 560 x 1440 mm
• Pegboard back wall
with 30 hooks
supplied

Easy to assemble, 
providing valuable 
working space and 
plenty of additional
storage capacity.

CWB-R1

BOLTLESS

SHELVING
• Simple, fast assembly in
minutes using only a hammer

� EXTRA STRENGTH
� SMOOTHER FINISH
� SLEEK LOOK

ROLLED EDGE
UPRIGHTS GIVE:

(evenly
distributed)
Strong 12mm
fibreboard
shelves

PER SHELF

(evenly
distributed)
Strong 9mm
fibreboard
shelves

TOOL CHESTS/
CABINETS

ASSEMBLE AS
SHELVING, BENCH
OR CORNER UNIT

Contents not included
(all items)

HEAVY DUTY &
PROFESSIONAL

 THE ULTIMATE IN

TOOL STORAGE!
 • Extra heavy gauge
double wall steel
construction

1

3

4

MAX. WEIGHT
LOADING 500KG
EVENLY DISTRIBUTED

EXTRA LARGE SIDE
HANDLE FOR EASY

MOVEMENT
FITS EITHER SIDE

GREAT LOOKING, BIG 5" INDUSTRIAL CHROME
SPOKED WHEELS FOR EASY MOVEMENT

 EXTRA LARGE
DRAWER PULLS

 RUBBER GRIP 
SIDE HANDLES

SAVE 
10%

WHEN YOU BUY 

ANY MIX OF 5 

FROM THIS RANGE

SAVE AT LEAST

£17.99 INC.VAT

S X PAG OR ORALL SIZES/SPECIFICATIONS ARE APPROXIMATE

Available in Red or 
Galvanised Finish

EX.VAT

£35.98
INC.VAT

FROM
£29.98

FULL DETAILS - 
SEE IN-STORE OR 

VISIT WEBSITE

 EXTRA LARGE 
SIDE HANDLE 

FOR EASY 
MOVEMENT
FITS EITHER 

SIDE

1

2

MODEL SHELF DIMS
WxDxH(mm) EXC.VAT INC.VAT

150kg 800x300x1500 £29.98 £35.98
350kg 900x400x1800 £49.98 £59.98

CHOICE OF 5 COLOURS

RED, BLUE, BLACK, 
SILVER & GALVANISED 

STEEL

LOCKABLE FRONT
COVERS STORE
NEATLY WITHIN

CABINET

350
KG

PER SHELF

EXTRA
LARGE

BOTTOM
DRAWERS

4

LARGE 37" CABINETHEAVY DUTY

BOLTLESS

SHELVING

265KG

PER SHELF

WIDE48"/1220mm

BLUE, RED AND
SILVER AVAILABLE

EXC.VAT

£95.98
INC.VAT

ONLY
£79.98

NEW

ALSO ASSEMBLES
AS BENCH

CORNER
UNIT

DIMS  EXC. WAS NOW
MODEL LxWxH (mm) VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT
CWB1000B 1000x650x880 £139.98 .98
CWB1500B 1500x650x880 £189.98 .98
CWB2000B 2000x650x880 £249.98 .98

INCLUDES
SINGLE 

LOCKABLE 
DRAWER

MODEL SIZE DESCRIPTION DIMS EXC. WAS NOW
LxWxH (mm) VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT

CBB306 36" 6 Dr Chest 910x305x47 £149.98 1 1. 8 £179.98
CBB229B 41" 21 Dr chest 1045x415x486 £229.98 £2 . 8 £275.98
CBB315 36" 5 Dr Cabinet 927x416x985 £279.98 35 . 8 £335.98
CBB228B 41" 8 Dr cabinet 1126x468x1000 £369.00 £47 . £442.80
CBB224B 41" 14 Dr chest 1045x415x486 £259.98 £ 3. 8 £311.98
CBB226B 41" 16 Dr cabinet 1126x468x1000 £429.00 £5 . £514.80
CBB231B 56" 9 Dr chest 1460x615x490 £399.00 £5 .80 £478.80
CBB230B 56" 13 Dr cabinet 1503x622x1011 £599.00 £77 . £718.80

1

2

EXC.VAT

£514.80
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £550.80 inc.VAT

£429.00

2

EXC.VAT

£311.98
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £323.98 inc.VAT

£259.98

1

EXC.VAT

£137.99
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £143.98 inc.VAT

£114.99

2

EXC.VAT

£287.98
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £299.98 inc.VAT

£239.98

5

CS5265

MODEL DESCRIPTION DIMS EXC. WAS NOW
LxWxH (mm) VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT

CBB206B 6 Dr Chest 710x328x365 £97.98 £1 . 8 £117.58
CBB209B 9 Dr Chest 710x315x420 £114.99 £1 3. 8 £137.99
CBB210B 10 Dr Chest 710x315x475 £129.98 £167. 8 £155.98
CBB203B 3 Dr step up 710x315x250 £67.98 £ 3. 8 £81.58
CBB215B 5 Dr Cabinet 758x468x815 £194.99 £ 3 . 8 £233.99
CBB212B 3 Dr Cabinet 755x470x810 £169.98 – £203.98
CBB217B 7 Dr Cabinet 758x468x975 £239.98 £29 . 8 £287.98
CBB213B 3 Dr Cabinet 758x481x975 £189.98 £ 3 . 8 £227.98

1
2

3

4

5

DIMS EXC. WAS NOW
MODEL DESCRIPTION LxWxH (mm) VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT
CBB209DF 9 Dr chest 710x370x420 £127.98 £155. 8 £153.58
CBB211DF 11 Dr Cabinet 785x490x1075£269.98 £ 5 . 8 £323.98
CBB309DF 9 Dr chest 975x370x420 £159.98 £215. 8 £191.98
CBB311DF 11 Dr Cabinet 1045x490x1075£339.98 £45 . £407.98

1
2

3

4

EXC.VAT

167.98
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM

WAS £179.98 inc.VAT

139.98

£

£

SAVE
10%
WHEN YOU BUY ANY

MIX OF 5 SHELVING

UNITS ON THIS PAGE

SAVE AT LEAST

£47.99 INC.VAT

Boltless, quick and easy
assembly (only a mallet
is required)
• Tough steel frame
• Adjustable height shelves
• 5 easy wipe clean laminate board shelves
• (W)1220 x (D)460 x (H)1830

FULL 
DETAILS - 

SEE 
IN-STORE 
OR VISIT 
WEBSITE

 RUBBER GRIP SIDE HANDLES

MECHANICS/PROFESSIONAL
TOOL CHESTS/CABINETS

PROTECTIVE 
TOP MAT

FULL EXTENSION 
ROLLER 

RUNNERS FOR 
SMOOTH OPENING 

ACTION

1

2

 • Superb quality &
value for automotive
workshops

4

 MECHANICS RANGE

MODEL DESCRIPTION DIMS EXC. WAS NOW
LxWxH (mm) VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT

MECHANICS RANGE
CTC600B 6 Dr chest 600x260x340 £49.98 £ 3.59 £59.98
CTC900B 9 Dr chest 610x255x380 £59.98 £77. 9 £71.98
CTC500B 5 Dr cabinet 675x335x770 £109.98 £1 3.98 £131.98
CTC800B 8 Dr chest/cab set 610x330x1070 £94.99 £1 5. 9 £113.99
CTC700B 7 Dr cabinet 610x330x875 £119.98 £1 .99 £143.98
CTC1300B 13 Dr chest/cab 620x330x1320 £139.98 £17 . 8 £167.98
PROFESSIONAL RANGE
CTC103 3 Dr step up chest 672x310x250 £47.98 £5 . 8 £57.58
CTC106 6 Dr drop front 662x305x365 £59.98 £77.99 £71.98
CTC109 9 Dr chest 662x305x421 £69.98 £ . 9 £83.98
CTC105 5 Dr cabinet 685x465x790 £159.98 £2 3.98 £191.98
CTC107 7 Dr cabinet 685x465x950 £189.98 £23 . 8 £227.98

1

3

4

2

5

EXC.VAT

£71.98
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £77.99 inc.VAT

£59.98

EXC.VAT

£57.58
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £59.98 inc.VAT

£47.98

EXC.VAT

£191.98
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £203.98 inc.VAT

£159.98

3

5

COMING SOON!

NEW

RANGE

TOOL CHESTS & CABINETS

PRICES 

MODEL DESCRIPTION DIMS EXC. WAS NOW
  LxWxH (mm)  VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT
CLB600 6 Dr chest 660x305x365 £76.98 9 .7 £92.38
CLB900 9 Dr chest 660x305x475 £99.98 – £119.98
CLB200 2 Dr step up 672x310x195 £47.98 5 . 8 £57.58
CLB1005 5 Dr cabinet 685x465x795 £159.98 £2 3. 8 £191.98
CLB1007 7 Dr cabinet 685x465x955 £189.98 £ 3 . 8 £227.98

1

2

EXC.VAT

£227.98
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £239.98 inc.VAT

£189.98

2

PRICE CUTS

SAVE UP 
TO £12

SAVE UP 
TO £12 SAVE UP 

TO £12

SAVE UP 
TO £12

SAVE UP
TO £46

SAVE UP
TO £60

SAVE UP TO £60

EXC.VAT

£191.98
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £215.98 inc.VAT

£159.98

3

24881



GET 
YOUR 
FREE 
COPY
NOW!
s IN-STORE

s ONLINE

s PHONE

0844 880 1265

Calls to the catalogue request number above (0844 880 1265) cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge
For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability, E&OE.

NEW

PRICE CU S &

NEW PRODUCTS

Over

500
PAGE

CATALOGUE

17,000
RODUCTS ONLINE!

W OVER

For hard-to-fi nd, 
specialist items 

visit the

section on 
machinemart.co.uk
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BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road  01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LONDON 100 The Highway, Docklands 020 7488 2129
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160

MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881
NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451

T YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE
OPEN MON-FRI 8.30-6.00,
SAT 8.30-5.30, SUN 10.00-4.00

4 EASY WAYS TO BUY...
IN-STORE
65 SUPERSTORES

ONLINE
www.machinemart.co.uk

MAIL ORDER
0115 956 5555

CLICK & 
COLLECT

JETSTAR
PRESSURE
WASHERS

JET8000 & 9000 include hose
reel  Detergent applicator for
extra cleaning power

JET8000

EX.VAT

£65.99
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£54.99

7 PIECE KIT ONLY
£47.98 INC VAT

MODEL MOTOR MAX. PRESSURE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
JS1750 1600w 1522psi £54.99 £65.99
JS1900 2000w 1957psi £79.98 £95.98
Jet8000 2400w 2610psi £139.98 £167.98

INSTANT SHEDS

EXC.VAT

£179.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£149.98

s UV treated & 
water proof cover 
for protection 
against all 
elements 
s Rugged ratchet 
tight tensioning
s Heavy duty
steel frame

CIS612

MODEL SIZE (LxWxH) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
88 2.4 x 2.4 x 2.4M £149.98 £179.98
612 3.7 x 1.8 x 2.4M £169.98 £203.98
1212 3.7 x 3.7 x 2.6M £209.98 £251.98

Strong steel
frame 4 strong
rubber wheeled castors with
easy swivel ball bearings.

Oil resistant padded vinyl
seat  Integral
storage tray EX.VAT

£19.19
INC.VAT

£15.99 

MECHANICS 
MOBILE 
SEAT

CMS1

ARC/TIG
INVERTERS

MODEL AMPS ELECTRODE DIA. EXC.VAT INC.VAT
AT101 10-80 1.6-2.5mm £129.98 £155.98
AT132 10-130 1.6-3.2mm £159.98 £191.98
AT161 10-160 1.6-4.0mm £199.00 £238.80

AT161

EXC.VAT

£155.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£129.98

s Fully mobile s Max lift height 770mm
 AIR ASSISTED VERSION ALSO IN STOCK
PRICE CUT NOW ONLY £466.80 Inc VAT

CML3

 HYDRAULIC
 MOTORCYCLE LIFT

ATC12V

s  12V fully automatic
charger ideal for 
motorcycle batteries or 
for trickle charging
car/van batteries

TRICKLE
CHARGER

.98
EX.VAT

£9
.98
INC.VAT

£11

MOTORCYCLE 
DOLLY

s For storing & moving motorcycles & scooters around
the garage & turning in confi ned spaces s Max load 
capacity 567kg s Unique fold down ramps

EXC.VAT

£83.98
INC.VAT

£69.98

MCD1

ROTARY TOOL KIT

Kit
includes: 
s Height adjustable 
stand with clamp 
s Rotary tool s 1m 
flexible drive s 40x
accessories/consumables

CRT40

EXC.VAT

£35.98
INC.VAT

£29.98

CORDLESS ROTARY
TOOL WITH 262 PCE

KIT ONLY 
£29.98 EX.VAT
£35.98 INC.VAT

MOTORCYCLE
RAMP

s  Lightweight aluminium 
folding motorcycle/loading
ramp s Anti-slip wheel 
grips & individual steps
for extra strength s 200kg
max load

MAR-200

EX.VAT

£83.98
INC.VAT

£69.98

PECIALIST MOTORCYCLE TOOLS – SEE CATALOGUE, ONLINE AND IN-STORENEW

EXC.VAT

£394.80
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £418.80 inc.VAT

£329.00

SAVE 
£24

TURBO FAN
GAS HEATERS

PROPANE
GAS FIRED

Offering low cost, 
effi cient heating

EXC.VAT

£77.99
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£64.99

MODEL MAX EXC. WAS NOW
OUTPUT KW VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT

Little Devil 10 £64.99 — £77.99
Little Devil SSII*10.3 £79.98 — £95.98
Devil 650 15 £74.99 — £89.99
Devil 660 * 15 £99.98 £ 98
Devil 90 24.9 £129.98 98
Devil 860 * 31 £149.98 98
Devil 160 6.6 £159.98 — £191.98
Devil 210 49.8 £249.98 — £299.98
Devil 4000 70–131 £379.00 £ 80
Devil 3150# 46 – 100 £469.98 98

*stainless steel
#Dual Volt

110V/230V

NEW

NEW

NEW

CML5

Easy to
use, foot
pedal operated

4x wheels
(2x with castors)

680kg capacity
Inc. securing

straps

HYDRAULIC 
MOTORCYCLE AND 

ATV LIFT

EXC.VAT

£119.98
INC.VAT

£99.98

PARTS
WASHERS

PARTS WASHER FLUID
FROM £4.99 EX.VAT

£5.99 INC .VAT

EX.VAT

£47.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£39.98

MODEL TANK CAP. TYPE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CW2D 10Ltrs Bench £39.98 £47.98
CW1D 45Ltrs Floor £99.98 £119.98
CWM20 22.5Ltrs Floor £144.99 £173.99
CW40 75Ltrs Floor £159.98 £191.98

Top quality chrome
vanadium steel.

18 Sockets 8-32mm
Reversible ratchet
Comfort grip handle

SOCKET SETS

PRO155

LIFETIME
GUARANTEE

EX.VAT

£27.59
INC.VAT

ONLY
£22.99

1/2" TORQUE
WRENCH - CHT141

5" Extension bar 1/2" -
3/8" adaptor
 28-210 Nm

HUGE RANGE OF 
RATCHETS, SPANNERS

AND SOCKET SETS

PRO234 
62 PIECE 
1/2"&1/4" 
SOCKET 

& BIT SET

EX.VAT

£83.98
INC.VAT

ONLY
£69.98

EX.VAT

£23.98
INC.VAT

ONLY
£19.98

High quality tungsten steel
Supplied in metal storage

case (except 16pce)

TAP & DIE SETS

EX.VAT

£17.99
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£14.99

TYPE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CHT203 16pce Metric £14.99 £17.99
CHT302 24pce UNC/UNF/NPT £19.98 £23.98
CHT303 28pce Metric £23.99 £28.79
CHT304 33pce Metric/U F/ P £31.99 £38.39
CHT774 37pce Metric 34.99 £41.99
CHT527 32pce Metric 41.99 £50.39
CHT776 76pce Metric 59.98 £71.98

NEW

NEW

ANGLE GRINDERS

INC. DISC
& HANDLE

CAG800B

EX.VAT

£27.59
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£22.99

NEW

* was £41. .

MODEL I (MM)MOTOR EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CAG800B 5 800w £22.99 £27.59
CON1050 1050w £27.99 £33.59
CON115* 1010W £31.99 £38.39
CAG2350 2350w £49.98 £59.98
CON2600 2600W £69.98 £83.98

NEW

E

NEW

GRINDERS
& STANDS

 s�Stands come
complete with
bolt mountings
and feet
anchor holes

# With sanding belt
*8" whetstone &
6" drystone

 6" & 8" 
AVAILABLE
WITH LIGHT

EX.VAT

£35.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£29.98

 STANDS FROM ONLY 
£47.98 INC.VAT

MODEL DUTY WHEEL
DIA EXC.VAT INC.VAT

CBG6RP DIY 150mm £29.98 £35.98
CBG6RZ PRO 150mm £39.98 £47.98
CBG6RSC HD 150mm £49.98 £59.98
CBG6SB# PRO 150mm £49.98 £59.98
CBG6RWC HD 150mm £54.99 £65.99
CBG8W* (wet)‡ HD 150/200mm £49.98 £59.98

‡ was £67.19 inc.VAT

POLISHING KITS 
4" TO 8" FROM 
ONLY £23.98 

INC VAT

ARC ACTIVATED
HEADSHIELDS

CWH7

GWH4

s Activates 
instantly when Arc
is struck 
s Protects to 
EN379 s Suitable
for arc, MIG, TIG &
gas welding

EXC.VAT

£47.98
INC.VAT

£39.98

EXC.VAT

£53.99
INC.VAT

£44.99

GWH5

EXC.VAT

£56.39
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM

WAS £59.98 inc.VAT

£46.99

SPRAY
GUNS

 HUGE CHOICE
IN-STORE/

ONLINE

PRO12C

EX.VAT

£23.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£19.98

‡ was £33.59 inc.VAT

MODEL DESC EXC.VAT INC.VAT
PRO12C/ 1.2mm, £19.98 £23.98
14C/18C 1.4mm, 1.8mm
PGF14 Pro, Gravity £24.99 £29.99
HVLP‡ AP15, 2.2mm £24.99 £29.99
SP14/18C 1.4mm/ 1.8mm £27.99 £33.59

MINI AIR
COMPRESSOR

Quiet operation
oil free diaphragm
with aluminium body

Maintenance free
1.58cfm air

displacement 2.8 bar
maximum working pressure

EXC.VAT

£89.99
INC.VAT

£74.99

�s�Quality machines from
Britain’s leading supplier
�s�All models featured are
fan cooled
(except
PRO90)
See online
for inc. accessories

EX.VAT

£215.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£179.98

 MIG WELDERS

MODEL MIN-MAX AMPS EXC.VAT INC.VAT
PRO90 24-90 £179.98 £215.98
110E 30-100 £214.99 £257.99
135TE Turbo 30-130 £239.98 £287.98
151TE Turbo 30-150 £269.98 £323.98
165TEM Turbo 30-155 £339.00 £406.80
175TECM Turbo 30-170 £399.00 £478.80
205TE Turbo 30-185 £429.00 £514.80

GAS, TIPS, SHROUDS & WIRE IN STOCK
135TE

Keep
batteries 
in top 
condition
over a long
period

INTELLIGENT
AUTOMATI
CHARGER /
MAINTAINE

NEW
EX.VAT

£35.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£29.98

CB09-12

MODEL STAGES BATTERY EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CB03-12 3 6Ah-40Ah

12V lead acid £29.98 £35.98
CB09-6/12 9 Up to 80Ah 6V /

12V lead acid £39.98 £47.98
CB09-12 9 Up to 160Ah £59.98 £71.98

12V lead acid & calcium

15 PIECE IMPACT
SCREWDRIVER
SETs  For loosening 

rusted/tight screws s Can be used
as a socket wrench s 1/2" Square
Drive s 5 Slotted, 4 Phillips, 4 Hex s Adaptor/Bit
Holder (1/2" to 8m) s Moulded
Hand Guard

EXC.VAT

£15.59
INC.VAT

£12.99

CHT498

 FOLDS FLAT 
FOR EASY 
STORAGE

ELECTRIC
HEATERS

Huge range of qual-
ity electric models
– From DIY, trade to
Industrial

MODEL VOLTAGE HEAT EXC. INC.
OUTPUT KW VAT VAT

DEVIL 6003 230V 1.5-3 £49.98 £59.98
DEVIL 7003 230V 3 £54.99 £65.99
DEVIL 6005 400V 2.5-5 £74.99 £89.99
DEVIL 7005 400V 5 £79.98 £95.98
DEVIL 6009 400V 4.5-9 £119.00 £142.80
DEVIL 7009 400V 9 £137.99 £165.59
DEVIL 6015 400V 5-10-15 £179.00 £214.80

NEW

RANGE

DEVIL7003

EXC.VAT

£59.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£49.98UP TO 

30KW IN 
STOCK

 METAL LATHE
 s 300mm between centres s LH/RH thread 

screw cutting s Electronic variable speed s Gear 
chan e set s Self centering 3 jaw chuck & guard

s Power feed

CL300M

EXC.VAT

£562.80
INC.VAT

£469.00

 DRILL PRESSES

CDP5EB

 s Range of precision bench &
fl oor presses for enthusiast,
engineering & 
industrial applications

B = Bench mounted

MOTOR (W) EXC. INC.
MODEL SPEEDS VAT VAT
CDP5EB 350 / 5 £59.98 £71.98
D13/5DA 350 / 5 £79.98 £95.98
CDP10B 370 / 12 £169.98 £203.98
GD16/16AD 450 / 16 £199.98 £239.98

EXC.VAT

£71.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£59.98

WAS NOW
MODEL MOTOR CFM TANK EXC.VAT INC.VAT INC.VAT
8/250 2HP 7.5 24ltr £79.98 – £95.98
7/250 2 HP 7 24ltr £89.98 – £107.98
11/250 2.5HP 9.5 24ltr £109.98 1 3. £131.98
8/510 2HP 7.5 50ltr £119.98 1 . £143.98
11/510 2.5HP 9.5 50ltr £139.98 17 . £167.98
16/510* 3 HP 14.5 50ltr £209.00 2 3. £250.80
16/1010* 3 HP 14.5 100ltr £259.98 23. 8 £311.98

TURBO AIR
COMPRESSORS

s Superb range
ideal for DIY,
hobby &
semi-professional
use

8/250

HUGE CHOICE
OF SPRAY
GUNS &

AIRTOOLS

EX.VAT

£95.98
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£79.98

 BIG 2HP
7.5CFM

* Effi cient V-Twin
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ORDER ON-LINE: www.andover-norton.co.uk Tel. 01264 359 565

Andover Norton International Ltd.
Quality Checked Genuine Parts made to the Original Factory Drawings

The best range

of spares for the Norton

Commando, 1968 to 1978

An extract from the Factory Despatch
Records for your Norton,
£20 inc. vat & delivery

13.1653 P11/P11A
Engine Fixing Kit

06.1084
Camshaft

13.1639
Inspection Cover Set

06.7335
Engine Workstand

Order directly from

Andover Norton

International Ltd.

13.1654 Gearbox
Workstand
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LIFE OF SPEED
Ex-Classic Bike editor Mike Nicks started on Motor Cycle
News in 1966. He can tell you a thing or two...

MIKE NICKS

‘IN THOSE DAYS LAP
RECORDSWERE NOT
THE INTENTION
IN RACING’

I
was reminded, when writing 
the story of Norton’s four-
cylinder project (see page 6),
how few survivors there are
to whom we can talk about

motorcycling in the 1950s. The leading 
figures in the Norton four saga are now
gone. We can only access their lives 
secondhand through books and articles.

It was this sense of being able to 
experience living history that made me 
rush to interview Jimmie Simpson in 
1980, when he was 82. Here was a chance
to meet one of the great TT history-
makers, for Simpson was the first rider to
set 60, 70 and 80mph laps on the 
Mountain Circuit. He did that in a span of
just seven years, from 1924-31, at a time
when motorcycle design and road 
conditions were evolving fast. Simpson’s
era opened with hand gearchanges and 
lever throttles, and TT practice conducted
on open roads, ending with the first 
reliable overhead-camshaft motorcycle
engines and top speeds of 100mph.

His first TT lap record, of 64.54mph,
was even more sensational in that his 
factory AJS was a 350, not a 500. In 1926
he raised the record to 70.43mph on a 
factory pushrod 500cc AJS, then pushed it 
to 80.82mph in 1931 on a 500cc 
overhead-cam Norton. But while bikes 
were getting faster, they were still 
unreliable and Simpson won only one of 
the 26 Island races that he contested.

These days, setting the absolute lap 
record on the Mountain Circuit draws 
almost as much acclaim as winning a race. 
It wasn’t like that in Simpson’s time. 
“There were no congratulations. They 
were not a bit pleased about the new lap 
record,” Jimmie said of the Stevens 
brothers’ response to his heroic 1924 
effort. “They said that if I had ridden 
sensibly, I might have finished first. In 
those days lap records were not the 
intention in racing.”

Statistics underline the fragility of bikes 
in Jimmie’s era. When he was racing, only 
18 of the 44 TT races held were won by the 
rider who set the fastest lap; in contrast 
from 1960-69, 49 fastest-lappers in the 68 
races in that period won their respective 

TTs. “The Stevens brothers used to say: 
‘You go too quick’,” Simpson told me.  
“I would reply that the race goes to the 
quickest, but in those days it just wasn’t so.”

In his day, being a factory rider meant 
you actually worked in the factory. “When 
I was at Norton in the early ’30s, every 
bike was personally tested by me before 
being delivered to the customer,” he said.

At Bracebridge Street, on a salary of 
£400 a year (around £23,000 today) he 
worked with designer Arthur Carroll, 
development engineer Joe Craig and tuner 
Bill Lacey to improve the company’s first 
overhead-cam engines, the first of which 
had been unreliable. 

“We had a good engine, and you 
couldn’t destroy it,” Simpson said. “But 

the frame had been used on the previous 
camshaft Norton and was too heavy. The 
whole bike weighed 450lb (204kg). I 
suggested that we built a lighter frame and 
use more alloy parts. In this way we 
reduced the weight to 330lb (150kg).”

On that bike Simpson became the 
fastest road racer of his day, lapping the 
Ulster Grand Prix circuit at 84.63mph in 
1930. It was a world away from his 1924 
TT record, when, as well as a hand change 
and lever throttle on his AJS (top speed 
75mph) he also had to cope with a foot-
operated oil pump.

It’s hard for us today, when the 
Mountain Circuit lap record stands at 
132.701mph, to appreciate the hazards 
that were faced by TT riders in Simpson’s 
time. In the early ’20s Bray Hill was a 
potholed, tarmac-free zone, and the road 
over the Mountain was a rutted cart track.

Simpson’s only TT victory was in the 
1934 Lightweight, on a Rudge 250. A year 
after our meeting, Jimmie Simpson passed 
away. I’m glad I had the chance to meet 
him and get some sense of what life was 
like for those heroes of the ’20s and ’30s.

‘YOU GO TOO 

QUICK, JIMMIE’

JIMMIE SIMPSON CRACKED THREE SIGNIFICANT TT SPEED  

BARRIERS FROM 1924-31. WERE HIS BOSSES HAPPY? NO

Q Jimmie Simpson (left) was told by his bosses that he was going too fast at the TT!
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RAGING 
DESIRE

Tony Wall lusted after an RD350LC in his youth, 
but the dream wasn’t fulfilled until he got this 

one and gave it the Pro-Am treatment

YAMAHA RD350LC RESTORATION
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Q Yamaha RD350LC. 

Pro-Am race kit on 

Cannock Chase. Heaven
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T
he hard-edged crackle of genuine period Allspeed pipes resonates through a 
beautifully dappled Cannock Chase. They’re attached to one of the best 
loved two-strokes ever to come out of Japan – an RD350LC, restored by 
stroker fanatic Tony Wall. But right now, I’m the one enjoying the bike’s 
noise and whiff of two-stroke smoke on what’s turning into a perfect day. 

Tony, owner and restorer of a Suzuki X7 and a Yamaha RD400 as well as this picture-
perfect 1981 Pro-Am kitted LC, lives just a few miles from Cannock Chase and has tipped 
me off on the best local roads. More importantly, he’s allowed me to become only the 
second person (after himself) to ride what he describes as his best resto yet.    

“I never got to own an LC back in the day,” Tony admits. There was a gang of us round 
here that used to hang out and ride together and we had a real mixture of bikes. I was on a 
YTS [Youth Training Scheme] then and my first bike was a Honda CB50. I graduated to a 
Suzuki X5 200, but couldn’t afford an LC – though I did lust after one. I dropped out of 
bikes for a while and got into fast cars, but you can’t shake the bike thing; I bought an X7 
and restored it about 10 years ago. That rekindled my love affair with two-strokes, and 
when I got the chance to buy this 1981 German market model in 2010 I jumped at it.”

Tony bought the bike from Kevin Schofield – who helped source bikes for the Pro-Am 
revival event last year at Silverstone’s MotoGP round. “Kevin is well known in LC circles,” 
adds Tony. “He brings in bikes from all over Europe. This one was original and pretty 
well untouched; it was still running its original pistons. I gave it a quick tart-up and used it 
for two years. I always planned to restore it 
properly, so when the clutch started slipping  
it gave me the excuse for a full stripdown.”

Having cranked out a couple of first-rate
restorations already, Tony has a tried-and-tested
methodology for his restorations – and a contact
book of specialists he can trust to handle anything
he has to outsource. “The first thing I did was to
strip the bike completely and ship the bodywork
up to Medpaint in Conway (medpaint.co.uk),” he
says. “I like to get the paint in hand first, so if
there are any delays I’m not waiting around for it
when everything else is done. I first heard about
Medpaint on the Air-Cooled RD forum and, as one of my sons was at Bangor University
at the time, I could drop it off easily, so I gave them a go. My son is working now, but it’s
still worth driving up there to get a finish I’m happy with. I got the decals made by Image
Works (bike-stickers.com) and dropped them up to Medpaint with the bodywork.”

The frame, swingarm, top yoke, brake plates and outer engine cases were entrusted to 
Redditch Shotblasting (redditchshotblasting.co.uk), a mate of Tony’s polished the rims and 
spoke edges on the ‘italic’ cast wheels, then, after meticulous masking off, Tony sprayed 
the rest of the wheels black. AJ’s of Hull (ajsvapourclean.com) handled the distinctive 
Yamaha olive passivating on fasteners and other parts and refinished the zinc-plated parts.  

With the rolling chassis well underway, Tony could then turn his attention to the engine. 
“I’d never stripped an LC engine, so I enlisted a mate to help me out,” he says. “But it 
turned out to be fairly straightforward in the end. I sent the crankcases and carburettors 
to Graham at Fastline Motorcycles for vapour-blasting and he also rebuilt the carbs for 
me, using genuine gaskets, O-rings and jets. Because of the Allspeed pipes, we went up to 
230 main jets – but with the standard filters and airbox, the set-up proved a bit rich and 
I’ve gone back to the stock 220 jets now.”

Tony worked further through his ‘black book’ for other specialist services. “I had the 
crank rebuilt with new rods and bearings at PJME (pjme.co.uk),” he reveals. “And the 
engine got its first ever rebore, with first-oversize Mitaka pistons and rings. I fitted new 
bearings and seals throughout, as well as new clutch plates and springs, but the gearbox 
was perfect. It all went together pretty easily.”

Tony was pleasantly surprised at the parts availability for LCs. “Most parts are 
available NOS – and you can still get a lot through Yamaha,” he reveals. “Be careful, 
though. Some parts are quite expensive if you order them through the UK dealer network. 
I discovered that a lot of Yamaha parts have been manufactured in their factories in 
Malaysia – if you order from there, you can sometimes save a fair bit. For example, I saw  
a genuine throttle cable for sale on ebay in the UK for £83, but the same thing from 
Malaysia was £35. In fact, just about the only things that are getting hard to find now are 
tanks, seats, genuine brake hoses and original exhausts.”           

Tony had his heart set on a Pro-Am kitted bike, though, so the finishing touches just 
had to be the fairing, bellypan and those Allspeed pipes. Once again, meticulous research, 

YAMAHA RD350LC RESTORATION
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‘FEW BIKES SUMMON 
UP THE GHOST OF 

STREET HOOLIGANS 
LIKE A SORTED LC’

+ R D 3 5 0 L C + 

P R O -A M  M A N I A

Yamaha’s Pro-Am race 

series was a marketing 

masterstroke. Yet, 

considering the praise 

heaped on the new LC by 

the press when the series 

got underway in 1981 – 

and the fact that Yamaha 

could shift every ‘Elsie’ it 

brought into the UK – 

there’s a strong case to be 

made that they needn’t 

have bothered with the 

series. But every red-

blooded race fan in the 

country was glad they did.

The idea was simple. 

Yamaha supplied (and 

maintained) identical 

350LCs to a 50/50 mix of 

experienced ‘Pros’ and 

selected ‘Am’ newcomers, 

who had to be in their first 

season of racing. Riders 

drew lots for bikes, there 

was good prize money on 

offer and the racing was 

televised. It was a recipe 

for mayhem – and that’s 

exactly what it delivered.

The expected ritual 

slaughter of newcomers by 

established stars like Gary 

Padgett and Ray Swann in 

the ‘Pro’ ranks didn’t quite 

happen. At the second 

race of the series, at 

Donington in June, just 

10secs separated all 16 

finishers of the 23-strong 

grid. It was racing in the raw 

and the crowds loved it.

The series went from 

strength to strength in 

1982, with prize money for 

the series winner up to 

£15,000. By then, Niall 

Mackenzie, Alan Carter, 

Kenny Irons and Ray 

Swann were just four 

future stars taking Pro-Am 

very seriously indeed. The 

madness spread to 

mainland Europe, too, with 

Germany, France and Italy 

all hosting their own 

versions of the series. By 

’83, the new RD350YPVS 

took over as the series 

machine from round three. 

But ’84 was the end of the 

line – with the mission 

accomplished, Yamaha 

importers Mitsui pulled the 

plug at the end of the year.

Memories of the 

madcap racing and big 

characters the series 

spawned have refused to 

die. And, at last year’s 

British MotoGP, Pro-Am 

was born again. The 

brainchild of Daryll Young 

of IDP Moto at Silverstone 

and mate Chris Herring, 

and funded by arch LC fan 

and businessman Mark 

Lowther, a fair slice of the 

motorcycle industry 

stepped in to help make it 

happen, too. The team 

sourced 30 RD250LCs 

from around Europe and 

rebuilt them in record time 

to race as one of the 

support classes at the 

MotoGP meeting. 

Neil and Tarran 

Mackenzie tested the fleet 

in the run-up to the 

meeting and, by raceday, a 

full grid of bikes was ready 

for action. Sadly, heavy 

rain hit the race. “It 

probably wasn’t the race 

we wanted,” admits Daryll 

Young. “I think eight bikes 

crashed on the first lap, 

but everyone was smiling 

at the end. It proved the 

interest in the Pro-Am 

revival is there. We’ve got 

a three-year deal to run 

the bikes; we hope to be 

at six or seven meetings in 

2016 and 2017.”

For the record, the top 

three at Silverstone were 

Niall Mackenzie, Charlie 

Corner and Andy 

Muggleton. Back next 

year? You bet.



Q UK speedo and rev-counter were ebay buys

Q Mead Speed replica bellypan is a good copy 
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ebay diligence and an eye for a bargain came up trumps. “The fairing is a 
genuine Pro-Am kit part and turned up on ebay,” he says. “I paid £80 for it. 
“I’ve used a Mead Speed (meadspeed.com) replica bellypan and screen – they 
also make fairings – and they’re pretty good copies. I spotted the period 
Allspeeds on ebay and bid up to £250 to win them. The seller described them 
as ‘mint’, but when I went to pick them up they were filthy and had a small 
scratch on the inside of the left-hand pipe, so I knocked him down to £125. 
They’ve cleaned up really well, so that was a result.”

Gradually, the bike came back together. Tony used PlastiKote barbecue 
paint for the heads and barrels, curing them in the oven when his wife was 
out. And there was more domestic skulduggery when he refurbished the 
wiring loom. “I carefully removed the original part-number sticker and 
washed the loom inside a pillowcase in the washing machine,” he confesses. 
“And I tumble dried it. It’s come up a treat.”

With repainted switchgear, the black plastic parts painted using flexible 
car-bumper paint, rebuilt forks (the sliders polished by that accommodating 
mate of his) and brakes, a UK speedometer and fresher-looking rev-counter 
sourced on ebay, the bike finally came together. “For peace of mind, I got 
Simon Pinfield at Chase Superbikes to set up the carbs and double-check the 
timing,” Tony reveals. “He used to race LCs, so he knows what he’s doing. 
But all was good and I was delighted to have the bike back on the road.”     

That was over the winter of 2013/2014 and the bike was finished in time 
for Tony to put around 1000 shakedown miles on it before taking it to 
Silverstone for the great Pro-Am revival in August. “The weekend was 
amazing,” Tony beams. “The guys struggled to get the bikes ready, so we 
helped as best we could on the Thursday. But the whole buzz in the Wing/
classic paddock took me back to when I was a kid. Seeing the LCs being 
warmed up, ready to go racing, was something we thought we would never 
see again. It was a weekend worth sleeping in the back of a van for.”

The interest generated by the LC-fest at Silverstone doesn’t surprise me. 

‘THE BIKE HURLS 
ITSELF FORWARD. 

STILL CRAZY AFTER 
ALL THESE YEARS’

YAMAHA RD350LC RESTORATION
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The RD350LC raised the bar for middleweight sports bikes when it, 
belatedly, arrived in the UK in June 1980 – a month after it had been 
promised. Immediately it became a massive hit with UK riders, providing 
genuine big bike performance with a middleweight price tag. Its racetrack 
good looks have certainly stood the test of time – especially with full Pro-Am 
kit. But what about that giant-killing speed and agility?

I can’t wait to find out. Flicking up the right-hand footrest, a gentle prod 
on the kickstart has the LC cackling malevolently through its Allspeeds. As  
I pull away onto twisting, tree-lined lanes and open the throttle, I feel a tingle 
of excitement. The LC hasn’t lost any of its magic over the last 35 years. The 
riding position is superb – virtually straight handlebars and footrests slightly 
rear set and raised just enough to put me into a perfectly balanced crouch.  
It puts your body at an aggressive attitude – but not uncomfortably so.

It’s the zip from the 47bhp engine that really sets the LC apart from its 
period competition – and you still get that sensation. While there’s more 
bottom end than you might expect, from 5500rpm the LC mill really comes 
into its own. The exhaust note hardens to a staccato rasp and the bike hurls 
itself forward like only a two-stroke can. Still crazy after all these years.

Exiting a fast sweeper, I can feel the back end of the bike getting a little 
unsettled as the 35-year-old rear shock starts to show its age a bit, but that’s 
all part of the LC experience. The machine is so light, a little wallowing and 
head shaking is exhilarating rather than worrying and a firm heave on the 
twin front discs pulls me back into order for the next bend easily enough. 
After just a few miles, I’ve remembered just why the LC remains so popular.

There may be better bikes, but few 
can summon up the ghost of street 
hooligans past like a well-sorted LC. 
Remember when you pulled wheelies 
for a laugh, hit every corner like it was 
the first bend in a Pro-Am race and 
pinned the throttle in every gear? Get 
yourself out on an LC as well sorted as 
Tony Wall’s and I’ll guarantee you will.

Q Tony sprayed the ‘Italic’ cast wheels black

Q Allspeeds – a must-have for a Pro-Am rep

‘I WASHED THE LOOM 
IN THE WASHING 

MACHINE AND THEN 
TUMBLE-DRIED IT’



Nothing sounds sweeter than a Laverda on song.
On the open road.
But clocking up the miles means the inevitable
wear and tear.
Sooner or later even the most cherished machine 
will need new parts to keep it in tune.
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surprising when you consider that we’ve been the only factory
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Collington, Bromyard HR7 4NB
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Web; www.slaterlaverda.com
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Vintage Honda parts specialissince 1986
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Q The 1959 Ducati 250 Trialbero and how desmo valve gear works

Q The story of the Daytona-winning Ducati, the California Hot Rod

Q One of the most beautiful and desirable of desmos – the 900SS

Q The very first desmo engine – and it’s over 100 years old!

c 
 way 
 ecame 

synonymous with Ducati’s 
racing and sports bikes.  

We celebrate its applications 
and the first desmo (and 

it’s not a Taglioni 
design)  
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1959 DUCATI 250 TRIALBERO DESMO
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M   
otorcycle engineers have always tried to squeeze more performance 
from their engines by making them breathe better. But as valve 
heads got bigger and valve opening periods became longer, the rate 
of acceleration and deceleration of the valve train also increased 
until those engineers hit a major problem – valve float. 

At high engine speeds, the valve springs simply could not keep the cam 
followers in close contact with the closing side of the cams, and the valves would 
stay open instead of returning quickly to their seats. And that could spell disaster 
in a high-compression engine with tiny clearances between the valves and the 
piston – if a rider missed a gearchange or ignored the redline on his rev counter, 
the valve heads could hit the piston, causing catastrophic mechanical failure. 

Engineers also have to contend with valve bounce caused by valve spring 
surge – the rapid travel of a wave of compression along the length of a 

spring, which usually starts when a racing cam accelerates the 
valve very quickly. Surge results in a rapid variation in the 

spring pressure acting against the valve-spring retainer and 
can make the valve hit the seat so fast that it rebounds, 

opening a fraction of a millimetre and subsequently 
causing a slight loss of compression. 

Stronger springs are not always the solution 
because they soak up precious power when they 

are compressed, and also increase loads and 
friction on the valve train. And just because a 

spring is made stiffer doesn’t mean it won’t 
break, letting the valve fall into the 
combustion chamber with disastrous 
consequences. That’s one of the reasons 
why, in the 1920s, engineers began using 
two or three lighter springs mounted one 
inside the other to control each valve. 

How Taglioni’s revolutionary desmodromic
valve gear debuted on Ducati’s 125GP bikes
and the tale of this sole surviving 1959 250

WORDS  AND PHOTOS:  PHILL IP  TOOTH

NO 
SPRINGS 
ATTACHED
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1959 DUCATI 250 TRIALBERO DESMO

Q The 125 Trialbero race-proved the desmo system

Then, if one spring broke, the rider lost performance but didn’t
find a bent valve or a holed piston when his engine was stripped.

There are several ways to ensure that cam followers follow cam 
profiles to avoid float, and to suppress spring surge and valve
bounce. A cam could be subtly reshaped, or different springs 
might move the vibration period to where it is less of a problem. 
Engineers also used an inner spring that 
was wound in the opposite direction to the 
outer, so that these two closely-fitted 
springs rubbed together, helping to damp 
vibration. Progressive spring rates 
(including beehive-shaped springs) and
valve retainer collets with different tapers
can also help to reduce the variation in
spring pressure caused by surge. And, of
course, an engine could be designed with
four smaller valves instead of two big ones.

But none of these methods are as elegant
as the one devised by Ing Fabio Taglioni
after he joined Ducati. He didn’t waste
time trying to fix the valve spring problem
– instead he designed an engine that 
worked better without them. Taglioni’s desmodromic valve gear
pushed the valves open and pushed them closed again by direct 
mechanical means, without the use of springs.

No engineer had produced a truly successful high-speed 
desmodromic engine when Taglioni started working on his ideas 
for springless valve control while studying for his engineering
doctorate at the University of Bologna. But he put his drawings to 
one side when he went to work for the new Ceccato motorcycle 
company in Vicenza, northern Italy. They used his designs for

single- and twin-cam 75cc singles before Taglioni left to join the
race department at Mondial in 1950. Mondial had won the 125cc 
World Championship in 1949 and would win it again in 1950 and 
1951, but it was not a happy team. Taglioni worked on the dohc 
racers, and tuned sohc engines for the Moto Giro d’Italia. When 
he wasn’t invited to the victory celebration dinner after Mondial 

won the 1954 inter-city race, he cleared his 
desk and left without saying a word.

As soon as he heard the news, Ducati 
boss Giuseppe Montano offered him the 
chance to head up the company’s design 
department. Less than a year later, in 
February 1955, Taglioni was ready to test 
his 98cc Grand Sport 100 racer, soon 
nicknamed the Marianna. Featuring a 
shaft-and-bevel drive to a single overhead 
camshaft, but featuring conventional valve 
springs, the engine developed 9bhp at 
9000rpm and was bulletproof; the 
following April, Giovanni Degli Antoni 
won the Giro with Ducati riders filling the 
top six places. Revenge was never so sweet.

A double overhead camshaft design reduces reciprocating 
weight, so a 125cc Bialbero production racer followed in February 
1956. There were five gears on the right side of the cambox – a 
centre one driving shaft and bevels, one at the front and one at the 
rear for the inlet and exhaust cams, and two intermediate gears. 
Basically a five-speed Marianna with a new head, the Bialbero 
(dohc) was built so that private owners could compete in the 
national and world championships – but while it produced 
15.5bhp at 10,500rpm, it wasn’t good enough to challenge the 

Q Only two 250 Trialbero 

Desmos were built. The other 

one was used as a spares donor
Q There are three camshafts in there
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might of Mondial or the 20bhp MV Agusta. When Taglioni
increased the power to 16bhp at 11,500rpm, the Bialbero suffered
from reliability problems caused by valve float and bounce. He 
needed to try something different. 

Mercedes-Benz had dominated the 1954 and 1955 Formula One 
World Championships, winning nine of the 12 races with the 
260bhp W196. And it wouldn’t have escaped Taglioni’s attention 
that the 2.5-litre straight-eight driven by Juan 
Manuel Fangio and Stirling Moss featured 
desmodromic valve control. Time to dig out 
those old drawings...

Taglioni’s desmodromic valve control is 
simple and elegant. There are three large gear-
driven camshafts (Trialbero), with the bevel 
drive going directly to the centre one which 
carries the closing cams (the lobes had longer 
dwell periods than the opening ones) for both 
inlet and exhaust valves. Rocker arms with 
forked ends act on flanged collars on the valves 
to lift them into the closed position. The other two shafts carry the
opening cams and act directly on their valves through a pivoted
follower. All three gear wheels were drilled for lightness, and the
cam lobes were hollowed for the same reason. 

Desmodromic valve operation allowed Taglioni to use much 
fiercer cam lifts – 8.1mm for the inlet (the dohc valve-spring 
Bialbero was 7.5mm) and 7.4mm for the exhaust (compared to 
7.0mm for the Bialbero). The opening and closing points of the 
valves remained the same as the Bialbero.

It was impossible to design closing cams and followers that 
would just hold the valves on their seats at all running 
temperatures, because normal heat expansion would overload the 

mechanism. So the valves were positively closed until they were
only 0.3mm off their seats, after which point inertia and cylinder
pressure did the rest. On his original design, Taglioni used a very 
light spring between the valve caps and collars to help seat the 
valves, but it was found that they were not necessary even at 
bump-starting speeds. 

The rest of the Trialbero Desmo engine was much the same as 
the Bialbero and, in fact, the three-cam head 
would bolt straight on the GP production racer 
and the sohc Formula 3 model. But Trialbero
Desmo riders would have a choice of five or six
speeds. Four pairs of transmission gears were
inside the main compartment of the crankcase,
with the other pair (or pairs) in the primary
drive compartment, behind the clutch. On the
dyno it delivered 18bhp at 12,500rpm, but the
engine could reliably spin all the way to a
screaming 15,000!

The Trialbero’s first real test came in the
1956 Swedish GP at Hedemora. As MotorCycle reported, works
rider Gianni Degli Antoni charged through the opposition ‘like a
cannonball’ to break the lap record with a speed of 140.82kmh
(87.5mph). As if that wasn’t enough, by the end of lap 14 of 15 he 
had lapped every other rider to win the race at record speed. 

There were great hopes for more success when Ducati entered 
their team for the Italian Grand Prix at Monza in September that 
year, but on August 7, while practicing at the circuit, Degli Antoni 
crashed heavily on the infamous Lesmo curve and was killed 
instantly. Without their top rider, the three Trialberos finished 
fourth, seventh and ninth. The Ducati team was seriously 
overstretched, so in 1957 they entered only a few grands prix, 

‘TAGLIONI’S 
DESMODROMIC VALVE 

CONTROL IS SIMPLE 
AND ELEGANT’

Q Oldani ventilated, magnesium twin-leading-shoe drum brakes on the front
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1959 DUCATI 250 TRIALBERO DESMO

along with National Formula races and classic long-distance events.
With new factory riders Romolo Ferri, Alberto Gandossi and 

Swiss ace Luigi Taveri, Ducati and the Trialbero Desmo were back 
in action for the 1958 season. The factory also promised bikes to 
Sammy Miller, Dave Chadwick and Fron Purslow. At the Isle of 
Man TT the Lightweight races were run over 10 laps of the 10.79-
mile Clypse course. With his six-speed Trialbero Desmo geared for 
112mph, Taveri was showing MV star rider Carlo Ubbiali the way 
around until his engine went sick on lap five. Ubbiali increased his 
tally of TT wins to four and was followed home by the five-speed 
Desmo Ducatis of Ferri, Chadwick and Miller.

Taglioni gave the Trialbero Desmos new higher-lift cams when 
they came back from the Isle of Man, which 
boosted power to 19bhp. The factory racers 
were mobile testbeds, and different petrol tanks,
fairings, frames and forks, and even crankcase
castings, would all be tried in the season. Taveri
set the fastest lap, but finished 0.2s behind
Ubbiali at Assen, in what was probably the most
thrilling race of the season. Then at Spa
Francorchamps, the ultra-fast 8.77-mile Belgian
circuit in the Ardennes countryside, Gandossi
and Ferri brought their Ducatis home ahead of
Provini’s MV, with Chadwick fourth ahead of
Ubbiali. It was Ducati’s first world championship win – and
Gandossi also set the fastest lap at 159.421kmh (99.06mph).

Ferri crashed while Taveri and Gandossi retired at the
Nürburgring, so the MVs finished first and second ahead of a
swarm of MZs. But at Hedemora the Ducatis were on song again, 
with Gandossi and Taveri beating Ubbiali and Provini to the flag. 
At the Ulster, Ubbiali won ahead of the Trialbero Desmos of 
Taveri, Chadwick and Gandossi – and that was enough to give 
Ubbiali the world championship and MV the constructor’s title. 
But if Count Agusta thought that the final grand prix at Monza 
would be an MV celebration, he was in for a shock. Ducati 
Desmos – four singles and a new twin that pumped out 22.5bhp 
at 14,000rpm – filled the first five places, with Bruno Spaggiari at 
their head, taking the chequered flag. 

In the Trialbero Desmo’s first full grand prix season, Ducati had 
scored three victories out of seven races and made the fastest lap 

five times. But, having so convincingly proven the speed and 
reliability of desmodromic valve control, Ducati effectively 
withdrew from the grand prix scene to support the inter-city  
long-distance races, and the National Formula series. 

But there was one more development in the Trialbero Desmo 
saga. Ken Kavanagh, who had campaigned a 125 grand prix 
Ducati in Australian, persuaded the factory to build him a bigger 
Trialbero by boring out a 175cc dohc Bialbero to 69mm and 
fitting a desmodromic head. Displacing 216.13cc and producing 
28bhp at 9600rpm, Kavanagh’s racer proved to be successful 
enough for the company to make a few more before producing a 
250cc version before the end of 1959. 

Only two of these were built. Joe Berliner, 
boss of Ducati’s USA distributor Berliner 
Motor Corporation, asked Taglioni to make 
them so that they could compete in national 
events and generate publicity for the all-
important American market. They were raced 
by Franco Farnè, Franco Villa and Bruno 
Spaggiari, but without huge success. Besides 
being a racer, Farnè was head mechanic for the 
Ducati racing team and, along with mechanics 
Mazza, Recchia and Amaroli, he had helped to 
build the first Trialbero racers. When 

Spaggiari and Villa returned to Italy, Farnè stayed on to become 
head mechanic for Ducati in the United States.

Angelo ‘Puki’ Pochettino takes up the story: “The crankcases 
are completely different to the ones used in the 175 and 220cc 
Bialbero engines, so when parts were needed one of the bikes 
became a spares donor. 

“Sometime later, everything was returned to Ducati and all the 
boxes were stored in a warehouse, where they remained gathering 
dust for years. The most complete bike was acquired in a 
dismantled state by a retired race mechanic in the 1980s. He 
rebuilt the 250 Trialbero with the help of Farnè, who managed to 
find most of the missing parts, and his friends Rino Caracchi and 
Giorgio Nepoti at Ducati race specialists NCR. I bought it six 
years ago after the old mechanic died. 

“This is the only surviving 250 Trialbero,” continues Puki. 
“And that makes it an important part of the desmodromic story!”

‘THE 250S WERE 
BUILT TO RACE AND 

GENERATE PUBLICITY 
IN THE US MARKET’

Q Looks great, but 

big racing success 

eluded the 250 

Q Redline at 

13,000rpm looks a 

little enthusiastic
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The ’70s 900SS is many riders’ idea of desmo heaven. It’s certainly ours.  
And you’ll find it hard to beat this unrestored 1976 specimen

1976 DUCATI 900SS

WORDS:  GEZ  KANE . PHOTOGRAPHY:  S TUART  COLL INS

SUPERSONIC
DESMODROMIC
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F  
or anyone lusting 
after Ducati’s bevel-
drive desmodromic 
twins, the 900SS is 
probably top of the 

shopping list. Sure, the seminal 
racer-on-the-road 750SS is even more exotic and desirable, but 
with good ones making around £100,000, they’re way out of most 
people’s reach. In fairness, so too has the first-model 900SS, with 
prices running at £30,000-50,000. The good news is that later 
models are a touch more affordable. A good 1976 or 1977 model 
should go for £20k-35k, a 1978 black-and-gold from £10k-25k 
and a final-model 1982 bike £10k-18k. That’s still a lot of money, 
but you’re getting the definitive bevel-drive desmo Duke.

The 900SS had its genesis in the iconic 1974 750SS, the bike 
that re-established Ducati’s sporting credentials when it finally 
appeared in production form in 1974. Paul Smart and Bruno 
Spaggiari had provided the inspiration for the bike with their one-
two finish at the Imola 200 race in April 1972 aboard their works 
desmo racers. The first batch of 750SS models was based on 
Ducati’s old round-case engine – the only round-case Ducati twin 
to run desmodromic valve gear and their first true race replica. 
Just 401 bikes were produced and it has become probably the most 
sought-after and collectable of Ducati production bikes.

The 900SS isn’t far behind, though. It may not be quite as exotic 
as the smaller SS, but it’s bigger, torquier and faster – making it a 
better proposition for the road rider. But it retains the soul of the 
racer. Big 40mm carbs with open bellmouths, rearsets, clip-ons, 
an increasingly unfashionable right-foot gearchange and no such 
new-fangled fripperies as indicators – the 900SS was an 
uncompromising racer on the road, with an exhaust note to match 
thanks to the unfettered internals of its Conti ‘silencers’.

Over the eight years of its production life, the 900SS gradually 
became a little more civilised. But all versions retain much of the 
soul of the original. Talk to any 900SS owner and you’ll hear 
passion, commitment and genuine excitement for their chosen 
machine. There are no half measures. Could a 900SS be the bike 
of your dreams? We’ve done our best to find out.    

If you want original (and with a bike like the 900SS, that’s 
probably the way to go) this 1976 Ducati 900SS is probably as 
good as it gets. Owner John Fallon – who runs Made in Italy 

Motorcycles in Stowmarket, 
Suffolk – even jokes that it may still 
have some Italian air in the tyres. 
John has owned the bike for four 
years and run it hard and fast on 
twice-yearly jaunts to France and 

Spain with his mates. But he does know just about every move this 
bike has made since it rolled out of the Bologna factory in 1976.

“I bought the bike from Rossano Compagnucci, World 
Superbike star Frankie Chili’s former sponsor,” John explains. 
“Stefano Carrachi – son of a founder of Ducati racing specialists 
NCR – put me in touch. Rossano had owned the bike from new 
and bought it direct from the factory. He’s good friends with NCR 
and they are the only people to have worked on the bike before I 
bought it. Apparently, Rossano bought the bike to use on track 
and he was a little underwhelmed by the performance. So he took 
it to NCR, who gas-flowed the heads and fitted bigger valves. But 
it still wasn’t fast enough for him, so he bought one of the sister 
bikes to Mike Hailwood’s 1978 NCR racer. 

“That’s probably why the SS had less than 5000km on the clock 
when I bought it. I bought the NCR racer, too, but I’ve sold that. 
The 900SS is a keeper, though. I’ve got a few bikes, but this would 
be one of the last to go. Rossano had fitted Campagnolo wheels 
and Marzocchi AG12 shocks, but the original spoked wheels were 
still with the bike. I’ve refitted them for the classic look.”

John’s passion for his 900SS is obvious, but what has he learnt 
from 34 years of ownership? “Well,” he smiles, “I’ve ridden a lot 
of bikes, but the 900SS is one of the best. The ride is beautiful and 
the performance is amazing for the relatively modest power. The 
handling is still superb – better than a lot of newer bikes – and I’ve 
never been without a 900SS in my garage since 1982.”

Since then, John has become a self-confessed SS anorak. If 
anyone knows what to watch for and how to look after one, it 
should be him. “When I got the bike back home, it got a full 
service of course, but the only major change I’ve made has been to 
fit a new electronic ignition system. Ducati’s own unit, which they 
used on the 900SS up until 1978, is pretty dire. The main problem 
is that the advance curve is so sudden. It probably contributes to 
the premature crank failure that dogged early 900SSs. I replaced it 
with one from Old Racing Spare Parts (oldracingspareparts.com) 
in Italy. Mdina Italia (mdinaitalia.co.uk) are agents for them in  



47

Q Cracked decal adds

to unrestored allure

Q Worth holding on to: 

original guarantee card 

1975: The first, most desirable and

most valuable model. Only 246

bikes were built using 750SS

frames. The frames are stamped 

750SS, but the engine is the first-

generation 864cc square-case unit.

Fuel tank is fibreglass Imola type,

electronic ignition is Ducati’s own.  

1976: Steel tank and left-foot gear-

change enable bike to be sold in 

more markets. Lafranconi silencers 

and smaller 32mm Dell’Orto carbs

are specified for some markets (but

Conti silencers and 40mm carbs 

were usually supplied with the bike). 

Frames stamped with DM860 

prefix. Improved Aprilia switchgear. 

Revised graphics, but blue-and-

silver colour scheme remains.

1977: CEV switchgear fitted to 

some bikes. All 1977 models have 

indicators. Colours as 1976.

1978: Black-and-gold colour 

‘THE PERFORMANCE  
IS AMAZING AND  
THE HANDLING IS  

STILL SUPERB’

the UK They cost around £400, but it’s an essential 
upgrade. The 1978-on models have Bosch ignition, 
which works much better and provides more 
progressive advance, but you can’t retro-fit the 
Bosch system to earlier bikes because the Darmah-
type cases used on the later engines are different to 
those of the earlier bikes. Even the Bosch systems 
might be past their best now, though, so a modern 
replacement isn’t a bad idea.”

Although a fair few bikes suffered from crank 
failure, John insists that the 900SS engine can be 
reliable. “I think a lot of the failures were down to 

poor or inadequate maintenance,” he says. “You do have to warm the 
engine up properly before caning it. After all, there’s about a gallon of 
oil to get up to working temperature. Oil filtration is pretty minimal, 
too. You need to change the oil at 1000-1200-mile intervals. Most 
crank failures are down to the big-end roller bearing picking up on the 
crankpin and rod big-end eye. Once that happens, you’re looking at a 
full engine strip and a crank rebuild. I use Lacey Engineering 
(laceyducati.co.uk) for crank work. They fit Arrow rods with a 38mm 
stepped crankpin [the same size as used on 1978-on Darmah-based SS 
engines] and a modern bearing. A full crank rebuild takes 8-10 hours’ 
work – and there are extra costs involved for metal-spraying to worn 
journals balancing and so on. And a rod, pin and bearing kit is £1350. 
They’re building a new workshop at the moment, so it’ll be the end of 
summer before they’re able to take on any more work, though.”

If you’ve gone into the engine far enough to rebuild the crank, you’ll 
probably want to go the whole hog and rebuild the rest of it. The good 
news is that the 900SS engine is almost infinitely rebuildable. The main 
bearings are pressed into steel sleeves in the crankcases, for example 
and there’s no shortage of parts – even if they are expensive. There are 
a few more things to watch for when rebuilding one, though. 

“Unless you’re experienced with Ducati desmos, it’s probably best to 
get specialist help with a 900SS engine,” John counsels. “Paul at 
Ducati Technical Services 
(01924 860210) is very good. 
You’re looking at £4000-
10,000 for an engine rebuild. 
Shimming up takes a lot of 
time and, as soon as the cases 
are split, it needs doing. Even 
the slight variation in the 
thickness of gaskets can make a 
difference. It has to be spot on.”

 9 0 0 S S  D E V E L O P M E N T 

1976
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Q Owner John Fallon  

has access to plenty  

of Italian classics, but  

this is one of his favourites 

scheme and gold, cast Speedline 

wheels. Cast-wheel models get 

larger 280mm rear disc. Dual seat 

as standard (single seat optional). 

Engine has Darmah bottom end with 

revised gearchange mechanism in 

left-hand case. Stronger crank and 

big end, plus Bosch electronic 

ignition. Brake discs change from 

four-bolt, cast rotors to a six-bolt 

design with alloy disc carriers.

1979: Gold calipers with Brembo 

logo replace logo-free Brembos. 

Nippondenso switchchgear 

introduced. FPS wheels.

1980: The black and gold 900SS 

continues largely unchanged. 

1981: Revised seat/mudguard. 

Colours revert to blue and silver. 

Two extra dash lights (for neutral 

and indicators).

1982: Goldline calipers fitted. 

Gearbox redesigned (three-dog 

gears replace original six-dog type). 

1978 1982
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It’s also vital to use the correct type of main bearing. “The 
originals are angular contact type, fibre-caged, RHP ball bearings. 
They were also used on the 916. You can get steel-caged bearings 
for about a third of the price of the RHP bearings – but they won’t 
last. Original Borgo pistons are still readily available – though
Pistal Racing (www.pistalracing.it) and Ross (rosspistons.com) can 
supply good aftermarket alternatives. Gearbox parts for both the 
1980-on three-dog and earlier six-dog 
clusters are also easy to source, according
to John. “About the only other potential
problems are the threads in the cylinder
heads for the exhaust retaining collars
stripping – you have to strip the heads to
repair them – and wear to the valve
guides,” he says. “The guides are shorter
on the desmo model than they are on the
valve-spring engines and they do wear
faster. It’s as well to replace them if you
have the engine apart.”          

There are a few parts that are tricky to
find if you insist on a 100% catalogue-
correct bike, though – especially if you
own a 1975 model. “The 1975 kickstart
is unique to that year and very hard to
find,” John reveals. “There are no 
aftermarket replicas available and, if you
do find a decent original, it’ll cost a
fortune. The later, cranked type will fit,
but they’re still expensive at around
£350. It’s the same story with the early
1975-77 Aprilia JOD duplo headlight
unit. They sell on ebay for anything
between £1000-2000. The correct 
Borrani rims for spoked-wheel models
were difficult to come across, but they’re
now being remanufactured. The ‘shaved’

brake calipers for the spoked-wheel models (they’re thinner to 
clear the spokes) are also quite rare. Expect to pay £150-200 each. 
They don’t take the same pads as the later model Brembos either.”  

Luckily, although the 900SS is one of the most desirable 
Ducatis, fakes are almost nonexistent – because the Darmah and 
GTS frames are different to the genuine article. “The chain 
adjustment is effected by eccentric adjusters at the swingarm pivot 

on Darmah and GTS frames. The 900SS 
has pull-blocks at the rear of the 
swingarm. But, if you want the 900SS 
look for a lot less money, it’s easy enough 
to modify a Darmah. Replica tanks – in 
fibreglass or alloy are available, as are 
pattern side panels and mudguards.”

But although it’s undoubtedly a thing 
of beauty, the best thing about owning a 
900SS is the riding experience, according 
to John. “Once you’ve got a 900SS built 
properly, it’s a very reliable bike,” he 
insists. “Twice a year, I go down to the 
south of France or Spain with a bunch of 
mates on our Italian classics. We’ll load a 
van with 10 bikes and one of us drives 
down while the rest get a cheap flight.

“That gets rid of the boring mileage 
and leaves us to enjoy around 800 miles 
of hard and fast riding on some of the 
best roads in Europe. In the eight years 
we’ve been making the trips, we’ve only 
had one mechanical issue – and that 
wasn’t my SS. Look after a 900SS with 
frequent oil changes and balance the 
carbs regularly and enjoy. 

“It’s not the cheapest classic to own – 
but the rewards from the riding 
experience make it worth every penny.”

SPECIFICATION 

1976 DUCATI 900SS

ENGINE/TRANSMISSION

Type  air-cooled, sohc V-twin

Capacity  864cc

Bore x stroke  86 x 74.4mm

Compression ratio  9.5:1

Carburation  2 x 40mm Dell’Orto  

Clutch/gearbox  wet, multiplate/five-speed

CHASSIS

Frame  tubular open cradle type

Front suspension  38mm Marzocchi telescopic  

 forks 

Rear suspension  twin shocks

Brakes (front/rear)  twin 280mm discs/ single  

 229mm disc

Tyres (front/rear)  3.50 x 18in / 4.25 x 18in

DIMENSIONS

Dry weight  188kg (414lb)

Wheelbase  1500mm (59in)

Seat height  770mm (33in)

Fuel capacity  23 litres (five gallons)

PERFORMANCE

Top speed  130mph (est) 

Max power  68bhp at 7000rpm

Fuel consumption  35mpg (est) 

COSTS

Price new  £2050 (1976) 

Value now  £20,000-35,000

1976 DUCATI 900SS

Q John uses his 900SS 

regularly – and he says 

it’s never let him down
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STAR-
SPANGLED 
MANNER

O
ver this side of The 
Pond, we look at the 
1972 Imola 200 as 
the point at which 
Ducati really started 

to make its mark in the big bike 
supersports market. The 200-miler 
was the answer to the Daytona 200 
and was the biggest thing in Europe, 
with a world record prize fund of 
£24,000. So there were no surprises 
when all the top names and teams 
were ready to rumble. 

Giacomo Agostini on a shaft-
drive 750 four tuned to 80bhp 
streaked into the lead, but that 
cloudy April day belonged to Paul 
Smart and Bruno Spaggiari on 
special 84bhp desmodromic 
V-twins. At the beginning of lap 
four, first one and then the other 
passed the champion on the fastest 
section of the course – the start/
finish straight. Running in close 
formation they finished 1-2 on the 
750cc Ducati V-twins in front of an 
ecstatic home crowd. 

Straight after the race the bikes 
were put in a glass-sided race 
transporter for the 20-mile trip to 
Bologna. A long procession of cars 
followed, the drivers honking their 
horns and waving flags. Thousands 
of fans surrounded the truck when
it reached the train station and the
riders climbed on top. It seemed as if
everyone in the whole city had come
out onto the streets to celebrate
Ducati’s stunning victory. But over
in America, Ducati was still 
struggling to make its mark.

The first production V-twin 
Ducati had gone on sale in Europe 
late in 1971, with the earliest 
models reaching American 
customers in 1972. Back then, a 
black-and-white 750GT with 
stainless mudguards and Amal 
carburettors would set you back 
$1995. A few months later – and for 
significantly bigger bucks – a small 
number of 750 Sport models made it 
across the Atlantic.

Fortunately for Ducati, they had 
the power of the press on their side 
– Cycle magazine was selling over 
500,000 copies a month, so when 
Berliner Corporation thought about 
importing the V-twins, the first 
thing they did was to offer a couple 
of bikes on extended loan to editor 
Cook Neilson and his executive 
editor, Phil Schilling. Both men were 
suitably impressed – even though 
the Dukes weren’t as powerful as 
Kawasaki’s mighty Z1. In fact, they 
were so impressed that they bought 
their own GTs. 

Neilson started racing his GT in 
California’s AFM 750 production 
class events in 1973, after he and 
Schilling had tuned the bike by gas-
flowing the heads and fitting bigger 

valves and high-compression 
pistons. But when Schilling, who
had watched the Imola victory and
spent time at the Ducati race shop,
heard that the factory was going to
make a limited number of 25 road-
going replicas, he immediately 
ordered one. And then Neilson and
even a third Cycle editor ordered
their own $3500 Imola Replica 
750SS Dukes. There’s nothing 
wrong with pulling a few strings...

With their desmo heads, the 
engines of the first 750SS models 
were almost identical copies of the 
Imola bikes, but without the 
straight-cut bevel gears of the racers. 
The specification included 40mm 
pumper Dell’Orto carbs, forged 
slipper pistons and conrods 
machined from solid with double 
webbing at the bottom for extra 
strength. But if that wasn’t enough 
there was a race kit to get the 750SS 
up to Formula 750 spec. This 
included an ‘Imola’ race camshaft, 
high-level exhaust system, oil cooler 
and a full race fairing.

Neilson was soon racing his 
Imola Replica with Schilling – a 
history graduate with a passion for 
tuning race engines – doing the 
development work. There was to be 
no help from the Ducati factory. 
Instead the pair turned to specialists 
from the California hot rod culture.

They raced the Imola replica in 
750 Production class events in 1974 
and again in 1975, by which time 
S&W shocks had replaced the stock 
Marzocchis, while the brakes were 

This hot-rodded 750SS made Ducati’s name in 
America when it stole the show at Daytona in 1977

WORDS:  PHILL IP  TOOTH. PHOTOGRAPHY:  PHILL IP  TOOTH, GREENING ARCHIVE

‘SPECIALISTS FROM 
CALIFORNIA HOT ROD 

CULTURE HELPED 
TUNE THE BIKE’

CALIFORNIA HOT-ROD
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Q California Hot Rod  

in pitlane at Daytona

Q Cook Neilson  

at Daytona  



now aluminium discs plasma-sprayed with 
iron oxide. Jerry Branch, part of the 
dynasty that had earlier developed the 
Velocette Thruxton cylinder head, worked 
on the Dukes’ top ends, while a WM6 rear 
wheel rim and a Goodyear slick were 
fitted to get more rubber on the track.  

With all these trick parts and its 
140mph performance, the Imola rep was 
nicknamed ‘Overdog’ because it was no 
longer the underdog to the Japanese fours. 
Overdog was winning club races all over 
California. But Neilson had his sights on 
greater glory – he wanted to win the 
Daytona Superbike race.

When the AMA rewrote the rule book 
yet again for 1976 to allow a maximum of 
1000cc and modified chassis parts, 
Schilling and Neilson decided to join the 
big boys. Calling on their Californian 
contacts, the bore was opened up from 80 
to 87mm to give a capacity of 883cc. This 
was as big as they could go with the Imola 
cam. They fitted American-made Venolia 
pistons with Yamaha XT500 rings and 
lightened Toyota gudgeon pins. Jerry 
Branch went for 38mm exhaust valves 
from the BMW R90S, and 44mm inlet 
valves from Harley’s XR750 dirt tracker. 
An oil cooler was built up from 
Volkswagen parts. The Duke was still 

running contact-breaker points 
ignition, with coils from the local 
Wal-Mart depot. Along with the 
upgrades, Overdog got a new 
name – the California Hot Rod.

At the 1976 50-mile Daytona 
Superbike race, the California 
Hot Rod was the fastest bike on 
the track, running a stunning 
145.1mph. But it wasn’t enough 
to snatch victory from the 
seriously trick Butler & Smith 
BMWs of Steve McLaughlin and 
Brit Reg Pridmore – McLaughlin was 
riding a monoshock, a mod that was legal 
under the new AMA rules. Neilson settled 
for third spot, accepting that he was also 
up against better riders.

More development work was needed. 
Weight was slashed to 377lb (171kg) 
thanks to Morris magnesium wheels and 
assorted tungsten goodies. Because they 
had trouble with the gearbox and the 
factory weren’t forthcoming with a 
solution, they turned to Californian 
Marvin Webster for a new set of internals 
– still five speeds. With a 10:1 compression 
ratio, power output was increased to an 
impressive 90.4bhp with 62.5lb ft of 
torque at just 6500rpm. That was enough 
to push the top speed to over 150mph, 

accompanied by acceleration to match.
The California Hot Rod was

approaching the peak of its development
when it lined up for the 1977 Superbike
Production Road Race. This time the rules
had been rewritten once again and bikes
had to run with standard chassis,
outlawing the monoshock BMWs,
although strengthening was allowed.

The clever money was on David Emde
and Wes Cooley, the best of 15 Kawasaki
Z1 riders entered in a field of 42. Other
entries included no less than nine Ducatis,
five Laverda triples, five Guzzis, three
BMWs, two each from Honda and
Yamaha and a solitary Triumph Trident.

The most powerful bike on the Daytona
banking was Cooley’s Yoshimura R&D of

CALIFORNIA HOT-ROD

‘SCHILLINGWATCHED
THE IMOLA VICTORY
AND SPENT TIME AT
DUCATI’S RACE SHOP’

Q Phil Schilling with the 

bike he helped build

Q Reg Pridmore (163) and Steve 

McLaughlin on Butler & Smith BMs
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America Kawasaki, with a reputed
120bhp at the back wheel. In practice it
went through the radar trap at 154mph –
but in second spot with a flying 149.5mph
was the California Hot Rod.

Now a 4mph differential over a 50-mile 
race should be a serious handicap. Anyone 
looking at the concrete track would think 
that the Kawasakis would leave the Dukes 
sucking their draft. Daytona Speedway is 
basically a couple of banked sections 
designed for 200mph stock car racing, 
joined by long straights with just a couple 
of twisty bits on the flat infield to provide 

interest. Corners, bends and curves are 
‘turns’ in Daytona jargon.

But on the high-speed banking, 
handling shortcomings assume horrifying 
proportions, with motorcycles weaving 
and wallowing and threatening to take 
command. The Kawasakis might have had 
more power – but they simply couldn’t 
make the most of their performance 
because the frame wasn’t up to the job. 
Modified swingarms had tamed them in 
other races, but unfortunately for them 
these were outlawed in the Superbike class.  

Cooley and Emde even fitted wide, 
upswept handlebars to give enough 
leverage for them to muscle the big Zees 
through the turns and stay in one piece. 
The slow, sure handling of the California 
Hot Rod made Neilson’s ride seem a stroll 
in the park compared to what the Japanese 
bike riders had to contend with. He took 
the lead on the second lap and cleared off, 

opening up a 29-second gap over second-
placed Emde and Cooley, who finished 
third. Nielson covered the 50 miles at an 
average of 100.982mph, putting in a 
fastest lap of 102.5mph in the process.

By any standards it was a great 
achievement to turn the venerable Italian 
iron into a Super-Duke when faced with a 
perpetual shortage of spares and the active 
discouragement of the factory. But Neilson 
and Schilling had access to the innovators 
and technologists who beaver away on the 
fringes of the industry, and who were 
guaranteed to supply a solution for every 
problem. So with a little help from their 
friends, the 750SS Imola Replica was 
transformed into less of an Italian 
masterpiece and more of a California Hot 
Rod. And a Daytona winner.

It was Ducati’s greatest triumph since 
Imola, and the most important success 
they had ever achieved in America. 

‘THEY WERE FACED 
WITH A SHORTAGE  

OF SPARES AND THE 
DISCOURAGEMENT OF 
THE DUCATI FACTORY’

CALIFORNIA HOT-ROD

Q Neilson soon opened 

up a gap at the front
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DESMODROMIC PIONEERS

E
ven in the 1940s when Fabio Taglioni started
drawing his Trialbero design, desmodromic valve
control was not a new idea. The honour of creating
the first high-speed desmodromic engine goes to
Baron Charles Petiet, who in 1903 founded Societe

des Automobiles Ariès at Villeneuve-la-Garenne, 10km north of
Paris, close to the Aster engine manufacturing factory.

By 1907, Baron Petit was entering his cars in
prestigious long-distance races. Perhaps with help
from Aster, he also developed an exotic single-
cylinder desmodromic engine for the 1908
Grand Prix des Voiturettes. This grandaddy
of all desmos survives – until recently it was
on display at the showroom of vintage
and veteran motorcycle specialists
Yesterdays in the Netherlands.

With a bore and stroke of 100 x
180mm, the 1414cc water-cooled engine

WORDS: PHILL IP TOOTH. PHOTOGRAPHY: TH I JS LEMPENS, YESTERDAYS
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has four valves and a shaft-driven single overhead camshaft. The 
cylinder bore has a smaller diameter than the cylinder head, which 
the designer may have thought would improve combustion. There 
are two sets of contact points and four spark plugs.

The engine was also supercharged – as the single-ring piston 
descends to the bottom of its stroke, it slides over a cylindrical 

aluminium casting with a cross machined through it to allow 
the gudgeon pin and conrod to pass. Air under the piston 

is forced into the compact crankcase. This compressed 
air rushes through timed ports, controlled by a gear 

ring that meshes with the bevel-shaft, to the
combustion chamber, where it supercharges the 
mixture prior to combustion. On the exhaust 
stroke, the compressed air improves savaging.

But what we are most interested in is the valve 
mechanism. From the Greek ‘desmos’, which 
can be translated as ‘bond’, and ‘dromos’ for 
‘track’ – bound to a track – a desmodromic 

The first working engine with desmodromic valve control
was not a Ducati – it was this 1908 Arièsracing car engine

Q With a capacity of 

1400cc, the Aries VT was 

technologically advanced  

for its time, but acts as a 

simple expression of 

desmodromic principles

��



Q 1 One-piece head and barrel, four

valves, 18 round port holes for 

supercharging and scavenging

Q 2 Light springs are used to keep

the alloy rocker arms in position on

threaded collar of the valve stem 

Q 3 Cylindrical aluminium casting 

with a cross machined through it 

allows piston to descend over it

Q 4 Drive shaft is barrel-shaped to 

save weight; widest section means 

a stronger gear can be machined

Q 5 Twin platinum contact breaker 

points are bolted to alloy cam box

Q 6 Steel wheel with a cam groove 

machined in both sides. The cam 

follower really is ‘bound to the track’

2

1

2

2

5

3

3 6

4
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design couldn’t be easier to grasp
than when studying this engine.

Instead of having the cams on a
shaft as in Taglioni’s design, Baron
Petit’s Ariès uses a solid steel wheel
with a cam groove machined in both
sides. There are two rockers, one for
the inlet valves and one to control
the exhaust valves. The end of each
rocker has a roller, which follows
the cam groove, while the other
end is forked and locates in a
threaded collar on the valve
stem. As the cam wheel
rotates, the rockers lift and lower
the valves. Simple.

Other desmodromic designs
followed. Another Frenchman,
Elie-Gratien Michaux-Nicolas, who
had become head engineer at Peugeot
in 1890, went on to patent a number of
designs for the improvement of the
internal combustion engine. His 1914
Delage grand prix car used a
desmodromic valve-control system with
four valves per cylinder in pent-roof
combustion chambers.

Two cams were used – one to lift and
the other to lower a stirrup-shaped
tappet that opened and closed each pair
of valves. He was granted patents for
‘distribution for multi-valve internal
combustion engine’ and ‘control
mechanism for valves in a single
cam combustion engine’ in
November and December 1916,
and variations of this design
were used by other automobile
manufacturers into the 1920s.

Even Norton applied for a
patent on desmodromic valve
control on November 15, 1922,

‘THE DESMO 
DEVELOPED AS 

MUCH AS 20BHP 
WHILE SPINNING 

AT 2300rpm’

nine months before the 
first pushrod-operated 

overhead-valve Norton made 
its first public appearance at 

Brooklands. James Lansdown 
Norton’s design featured chain 
drive to the overhead cams – two 
steel discs with tracks machined in 

the sides, with forked cam 
followers to lift and 

close the valves. 
Lansdown claimed 

that his design meant 
that heavy double, or even 

triple, valve springs would 
not be needed to prevent 

valves floating off their 
seats at high revs, and 
power could be saved 

through not having to overcome 
the resistance of compression of 
the springs. He also claimed that 
his desmo was mechanically 
quieter than a conventional valve 
spring system, but it’s doubtful 
the design ever made production.

The Ariès VT did make it into 
the metal – but although the 
desmo developed as much as 
20bhp while spinning at 

2300rpm, it didn’t win the 
Grand Prix des 
Voiturettes. And it was 
too expensive to 
develop, so Baron Petit 
shelved the project. 
Which is a great pity – 
we had to wait nearly  
50 years before a 

Desmodromic single 
raced again.

Q One-piece 

cylinder head  

and barrel is  

water-cooled.  

Alloy cradle is  

for fitting into  

a car chassis
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TRIUMPH ADVENTURER RESTO

CONSERVATION 
AREA

Why buy new if you can bring 
the old back to life? With a 
result this good, why indeed? 

WORDS:  GEZ  KANE . PHOTOGRAPHY:  CHIPPY  WOOD
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M  
ick Jebb’s beautiful Triumph TR5T Adventurer is a 
triumph of refinishing over replacement. Only the 
bare minimum of parts needed to get his stunning 
restoration back on the road are NOS or pattern. 
Probably 90% of the bike is as it was when it rolled 

out of the Meriden factory in 1974 – and it looks every bit as good 
as it did that day, 40 years ago. 

With a resto this good, you’d think it was the product of a dyed-
in-the-wool Triumph man who’d found his dream bike. In fact, 
though, Mick wasn’t even looking for a Triumph, let alone the 
rare early-’70s trail twin. “I rode scrambles back in 1965, but  
I dropped out of motorcycling completely for many years as the 
family weren’t keen,” Mick explains. “But bikes don’t let you 
escape that easily and I got back into it in 1990. Initially, I planned 
to restore a car – I’m a car mechanic by trade – but they just take 
up so much space and you need some serious kit to restore them 
properly. So I decided to get another bike and restore that. 

‘My first restoration was a Bultaco trials bike and then I did  
a BSA B25 – both of them have since been sold – before taking on 
a 1955 Matchless G9. I enjoyed it so much, I wanted to restore 
another Brit bike and went to the Stafford show to see if I could 
find anything there.”

That was three years ago and, at the show, a very tired looking 
TR5T caught Mick’s eye. “I really didn’t want a Triumph,” he 
admits. “But there was something about the bike that appealed to 
me – I just loved the lines of it. I didn’t buy it at the show, but I 
phoned the owner up afterwards and made an offer. A few days 
later, I was on the way to Shropshire with a trailer to bring it 
home. The bike was complete and hadn’t been messed about with. 
All the important hard-to-find parts were present, though the tank 
was dented, the forks were badly pitted and there was peeling 
chrome everywhere. There was a lot to do.”



Mick retired early after being made redundant in 2000 and his 
workshop situation is something most of us can only dream about. He 
shares a unit on a small industrial estate in rural Nottinghamshire with
a mate who deals in parts for classic cars. Mick has the space, security 
and facilities to tackle just about any restoration task in comfort. And, 
if he needs a helping hand, it’s just around the corner. 

“It’s like a little community here,” Mick explains. “If anyone needs a
hand, I’ll help them and they’ll help me. On the estate we’ve got two 
girls who repair, service and deal in bikes, then there’s a fabricator, 
several mechanics and a painter. Whatever I need is here.”

Mick wasted no time in totally stripping the bike, taking countless 
reference photographs as he did so. The work was occasionally slowed 
by the demands of the Isetta bubble car Mick was also restoring for a 
mate – but soon, the favours started working his way. “The TR5T 
frame, swingarm, chain guide, rear brake pedal and side stand were 
powder coated by a firm in Mansfield that the girls at Chez’s Bikes 
round the corner use,” Mick says. “It only cost me £35. And my pal 
David Hunt painted the brake plates and barrels for nothing, because 
I’d helped him out with a car. The barter system is alive and well.”

With the engine on the bench, Mick feared the worst – but he ended 
up with a pleasant surprise. “I was expecting it to be bad news,” he 
admits. “I stripped the top end and, sure enough, there was a gouge in 
the bores. I bought a pair of plus-10 thou pistons from TMS in 
Nottingham, and ran them over to Walter Bates in Nottingham (0115 
9604407) for a rebore. He took one look and said plus-10s wouldn’t be
enough, so I had to go back to TMS and swap them for plus-20s. You 
can get plus-30 and 40 though, so it won’t be a problem in the future. 
But the bottom end felt, and looked, perfect. I was pleasantly surprised.”

The clocks on the bike only showed 4682 miles and, having 
inspected and checked the bottom end and primary drive, Mick thinks 
that is probably the true mileage. “There was a pretty bad dent in the 
tank where the forks had hit it – bending the lock stop on the way,” 
Mick continues. “I think the original owner might have crashed the 
bike, frightened himself and parked it up. I just had to clean up the 
crankcases, polish the outer cases and reassemble the top end, cleaning 
up and lapping in the valves while I was at it.”

Mick tackled the wheel building himself. “My grandfather used to 
have a bicycle shop in Nottingham that he ran with the help of my 
mother,” he explains. “Both of them could build wheels and I learnt 
how to do it when I was 15. I hadn’t done it for years, but I took a few 
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Q Gez gets the first proper blast 

on the rebuilt bike, making like 

some mad motorised Robin Hood 

through Nottinghamshire forestry
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‘THE SLIM FRAME 
COMPLEMENTS THE 
COMPACT ENGINE 

PERFECTLY’

Q Mick’s Adventurer warms itself by  

the fire in his well-appointed resto-cave 



photographs of the wheels before cutting the spokes out of
them, so I had something to refer to for the lacing pattern.
I polished the hubs, got the best match I could find for the
original rims from Central Wheel Components in
Birmingham and used stainless steel spokes. It all came
back to me and when I got Chez at the bike shop on the
estate to check them for truth they were bang on.”

Yet more polishing was required to get the fork sliders
and yokes back to their best. In fact, Mick reckons that
polishing is the one thing that took most of the time during
the restoration. “I nearly wore the motor out on my bench grinder,” he says. “It was
cheaper to use new, pattern fork stanchions than get the old ones replated, though.
I picked a pair up at Newark Autojumble.”

With the bike rapidly starting to take shape, restoring the battered tank was one of 
the few jobs for which Mick decided to enlist specialist help. “The crease in it was pretty 
bad,” he admits. “I sent it to Weldspec Engineering (weldspec-engineering.co.uk) and 
they cut the bottom out to get the worst of the damage out. But even they couldn’t get 
the crease out completely and had to use a little filler to finish it. They handled the 
paintwork, too, and just extended the red-painted panel on the side of the tank forward 
by about half an inch to hide the filler.”

In keeping with his conservation-rather-than-replacement ethic, Mick got the original 
mudguards, exhaust downpipes and headlamp shell rechromed. And, after a few repairs 
to the seat base, he was even able to reuse the original foam and cover. Thankfully, the 
unique silencer was largely intact, too – though the tailpipe was missing and there was 
some damage to the silencer box itself. But yet another craftsman on the estate came to 
the rescue. “Andy Peace is another mate I used to work with,” Mick reveals. “He used 
to fabricate Ferrari exhausts, so repairing the box and making a new tailpipe in stainless 
was easy for him. The control levers polished up OK and I even reused the original loom 
– though I had to replace a few connectors.”

The remaining few parts that needed replacing rather than refurbishing were mostly 
autojumble finds. “I got the headlight grille at Newark,” says Mick. “It had been 
proving hard to find one to suit the five-inch Adventurer headlight, so I was pleased to 
spot this one. I also picked up a pair of pattern handlebars and a couple of new fuel taps 
– I just couldn’t stop the old ones from leaking. I did fabricate a new, smaller rear 
numberplate holder from stainless steel and I moved the front indicators from their
original location near the bottom yoke onto the handlebars. I think they look better 
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‘THERE’S PLENTY OF ZIP
FROM THE 500 TWIN
AND THE GEARBOX IS

A DELIGHT TO USE’

BMW R80GS

Launched in 1980, BMW’s

proto adventure bike can

trace its ancestry back to the

factory ISDT bikes from as

long ago as 1951. With its

monolever single sided

swingarm and stripped back

off road style, the flat twin

R80GS carved a niche for

itself as a fine road bike

with potential to handle the

odd off road excursion. Get a

good one for around £4000.

O T H E R 

O P T I O N S

YAMAHA XT500,: 

At its launch in 1976, the 

sohc, single-cylinder XT was 

the biggest-ever Japanese 

trail bike. This grandaddy of 

the adventure bike genre has 

genuine off-road potential, 

it’s the closest thing to an 

Adventurer in terms of all 

round ability. Post-’76 high-

pipes are best off-road, get a 

good one for £3000-3500. 

BSA SPITFIRE SCRAMBLER: 

BSA’s US-market-only 

response to the Triumph 

TR6C ‘desert sled’. A 646cc 

ohv A10 parallel-twin engine 

with big valves slotted into a 

Rocket Gold Star frame, then 

fitted with high-level pipes 

and a Lucas competition 

magneto. Produced from 

1957-63, a number of bikes 

have made it back to the UK, 

but a good one will cost you 

£12,000-13,000.

Q How does it go? The look 

on Gez’s face says it all...



DE-CORROSION
SERVICES LIMITED

Ultra-fi ne blast cleaning
of frames, panels and parts,
including fairings and tanks

Powder coaters & stove enamellers offering
complete refi nishing service.

We also cover for polishing & plating,
radiator & tank repairs.

Collection and delivery service
available by arrangement

Email de-cor-serv@hotmail.co.uk
WORKS OFFICES, LITTLETON LANE, SHEPPERTON, MIDDLESEX. TW17 ONF

www.decorrosion.com
Telephone 01932 564 666 | Mobile 07774 494 804

TRIPLES WORKSHOP
We`ve lived and breathed these beasts, since the Seventies.

Call NEIL on 07785 115559 (T) West Yorkshire

e-mail: triplesworkshop@btinternet.com
Opening hours Mon-Sat 9am-6.30pm. CLOSED SUNDAYS  

Callers by appointment only
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Order a fully restored H1 500 Triple o.t.r. for £7500

Chronometric Instrument Services

With over 400 Concourse Chronometric Instruments in stock and 
35 years experience in the Restoration/Repair and recalibration of 
Smiths Chronometric Instruments we are in a unique position to 

Supply - Restore - Repair

Smiths 
Chronometric Speedometers and Chronometric Tachometers 

for any British Motorcycle Manufactured between 1930 - 1962
Chronometric Instrument Repairs  from £45.00 

All work carries a full 12 month guarantee

*�i>Ãi�V��Ì>VÌ�ÕÃ�Ü�Ì��Þ�ÕÀ�ÀiμÕ�Ài�i�ÌÃ�v�À�>�w�À��μÕ�Ì>Ì���°
We also supply Top Quality British made Cables and Drives

Plus a range of Chronometric Spares

CHRONOMETRIC INSTRUMENTS PURCHASED
Please contact us for further details:  

Email info@chronometrics.co.uk

Unit 21b, The Sherbrook Business Centre, Sherbrook Road, 

Daybrook, Nottingham. NG5 6AT

Kloster-Oeseder-Weg 37

49176 Hilter

Aermacchi

Benelli

BMW

BSA

DKW

Ducati

Enield

Honda

Horex

Jawa

Kawasaki

Laverda

Lucas Magne

Moto Guzzi

Moto Morini

MV Agusta

Norton

NSU

Suzuki

Triumph

Yamaha
...

Electronic

Ignition systems

Alternator regulators

Ignition coils

Ceriani style forks

Shocks

Accessories
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SS
ICSH
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VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR A BOOKING FORM
WWW.CLASSICSHOWS.ORG | INFO@CLASSICSHOWS.ORG | 01484 667776

Commercial, Personal & Household

0121 422 2282
Specialist Vehicle & Multi Vehicle

0121 506 6040

T R U S T E D 

I N S U R A N C E 

PA R T N E R

ADULTS £6 | CHILDREN (7-14) £2

THREE COUNTIES

SHOWGROUND
MALVERN, WORCS, WR13 6NW

SUN MARCH 13TH  10AM–3PM

CLASSIC CAR
& MOTORCYCLE

AUTOJUMBLE

MALVERN DRIVE-IN
THE 21ST

WYE HALLS AND OUTSIDE USE BROWN GATE ON ARRIVAL



SPECIFICATION 

1974 TRIUMPH TR5T 

ADVENTURER

ENGINE/TRANSMISSION

Type  air-cooled, ohv parallel twin

Capacity  490cc

Bore x stroke  69 x 65.5mm

Compression ratio  9:1

Carburation  28mm Amal Concentric   

 carburettor    

Clutch/gearbox  wet, multiplate/four-speed

CHASSIS

Frame  tubular, double cradle

Front suspension  34mm telescopic forks 

Rear suspension  twinshock

Brakes (front/rear)  6in single leading shoe drum/ 

 7in single leading shoe drum 

Tyres (front/rear)  3.00 x 21in / 4.00x18in

DIMENSIONS

Dry weight  146kg/322lb

Wheelbase  55in/1397mm

Seat height  32in/812mm

Fuel capacity  two gallons/nine litres 

PERFORMANCE

Top speed  90mph  

Max power  30bhp @ 7500rpm

Fuel consumption  42mpg 

Price new  £519 (1974)

Value now  £7000-7500 

there. Apart from that, though, I’ve tried to keep the bike as near original as possible.”
At last, the bike was finished and the smoking bench grinder motor could take a 

breather. That was just a couple of months ago and Mick’s only had time for a quick 
ride round the yard. I’ll be the first to take it for a proper gallop. I’m honoured. 

I’m a big fan of Triumph’s unit-construction 500 motor. Smooth and free-revving, 
the engine of Mick’s Adventurer doesn’t disappoint. Even taking it easy on the fresh 
bores, there’s plenty of zip and the gearbox is a delight to use. 

The riding position is ideal for the narrow Nottinghamshire lanes, and the slim
dimensions of the Victor-style oil-bearing frame complement the compact engine 
perfectly. Hagon shocks at the rear and Triumph/BSA four-stud Ceriani-copy forks  
are superbly supple – even the much-derided conical-hub brakes provide just the  
right amount of bite for the lightweight twin – it’s a full 36lb (16kg) lighter than 
Triumph’s svelte 500R Daytona – and trials-pattern tyres.

The result of Mick’s labours is a sensational bike. But, after taking the Adventurer 
on pretty much on a whim, is Mick a convert to Meriden twins? “Well, put it this
way,” he says. “Someone who came round to the unit after I’d finished it, asked how 
much it was. Straight away, I just said it wasn’t for sale.” 

I’ll take that as a yes.
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Q Mick has tried to keep  

the bike as original as possible, 

but not obsessively so

Q Correct 5in headlight 

was a lucky find; 28mm 

Amal suits the engine 



t: 01590 612261
f: 01590 612722

vintagetyres.com

sales@vintagetyres.com

authentic tyres from the ultimate tyre authority
�

�

classictyres

Free delivery on UK orders over £50
Friendly, expert advice from classic enthusiasts

Sales, Service, Repairs & MOT’s 
Full Range of New Royal Enield’s in stock

Demonstrator bike available

Watsonian Squire 
Northwick Business Centre, Blockley, Glos GL56 9RF

01386 700907 www.watsonian-squire.com

CLIP-ON ADJUSTABLE
BIKE RACKS: £69.50 INC P&P

JUNIOR RACKS 50cc-80cc
SENIOR RACKS 100cc-600cc

Fits any vehicle with British Standard Towbar
and you can still tow with the rack in use.

Made from 4mm British Steel tubing.
Finished in protective enamel, light boards,

tie down straps and double racks also
available.

DAVE COOPER
TRAILERS

Email: info@davecooper.co.uk www.davecooper.co.uk

(CB), Unit 7, Pettings Court Farm, Hodsoll St, Wrotham, Kent, TN15 7LH
Tel/Fax: 01732-820082 Mobile: 078607 02112

TRAILERS
SINGLE BIKE – £289  DOUBLE BIKE – £349
TREBLE BIKE – £379  SIDECAR – £365
(All prices inc VAT). Delivery service available. Spare Wheel £28.50 extra

Trailers come complete with independent suspension,
clip-on loading ramp, tie down loops, wheel support

clamps, security locking facility, removable light board
and six enamel colours. “New” wall mounting brackets

– to hang trailer on your garage wall £15.00 pair.
Prices include light board and ramp.
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SPECIALITY�s�.EXT�DAY�

DISPATCH�WORLDWIDE
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TRIUMPH 1949-59 ....£78.50 plus vat

TRIUMPH 1963-69 ....£28.50 plus vat

TRIUMPH 1971-83 ....£78.50 plus vat

REAR UNITS ..............£237.00 plus vat

Triple kits £222.25 plus VAT
Twins from £198.00 plus VAT
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��4/0�15!,)49�0,!).�0,!4%3

a������PLUS�6!4
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LUCAS 3 PHASE HIGH 

OUTPUT ALTERNATOR KIT

Our kit modules provide all the major 
parts and instructions required to 
transform your donor bike into a 

stunning old school cafe racer

www.caferacerkits.co.uk

Visit our website
to fi nd out a lot

more about 
how you can 

build your own
CRK Cafe Racer

& to order
securely
online.
We ship

worldwide
direct to

your door



MOTOR-CYCLE SEAT

RENOVATING SERVICE

R. K. LEIGHTON
Unit 2, Partridge Court, Price Street, Birmingham B4 6JZ.  Tel: 0121 359 0514.

Email: info@rk-leighton.co.uk    www.rk-leighton.co.uk

Suppliers of new seats for most 

British classic bikes

Loose covers & foams supplied.
Please phone for details and price list

FERRET’S CUSTOM ELECKTRICKERY
THE FINEST MOBILE WIRING SERVICE FOR ALL CLASSIC BIKES

YOUR CLASSIC OR CUSTOM MOTORCYCLE’S ELECTRICAL SYSTEM
COMPLETELY OVERHAULED USING TOP QUALITY AUTHENTIC

MATERIALS!! 
A CUSTOM OR REPLICA WIRING LOOM DESIGNED, CONSTRUCTED AND

FITTED. OLD WIRING REVITALISED, DAMAGED/BODGED WIRING
REPAIRED. ALL COMPONENTS TESTED, SWITCHES, ETC, SERVICED!!

DEMONSTRATED IN OPERATION UPON COMPLETION!! 
ALL CARRIED OUT IN THE CONVENIENCE  OF YOUR OWN GARAGE

OR LARGE SHED!!

GREMLINS EVICTED!! 

07765 832420
NATIONWIDE SERVICE OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE. ALL WORK GUARANTEED

“DO IT RIGHT – DO IT ONCE!”

www.motorcyclewiring.co.uk
A comprehensive range of sundry

electrical components & accessories
always carried in stock

Unit 5, Russet Farm, Redlands Lane, Robertsbridge, TN32 5NG

Tel: 01580 880 768

� High output stator kits
� 12 Volt conversions
� �$&3* 2-0�0$"2(8$01
� UK made CDi units
� AC regulators
� HT coils

Generator rewinds & electrical repairs.
Wiring supplies for British & Japanese Cafe racers & customs

www.rexs-speedshop.com
For quality parts and expert service

www.chasmannmotorcycles.co.uk

As an authorised MASH 

dealership we are passionate 

about the 400 Roadster. 

Be it in red, black or Von Dutch 

livery the Roadster looks great. 

We have all three in stock and 

invite you to take a closer look, 

discuss the finer points and 

enjoy a test ride.  

Call Ian on 0121 459 7199 or 

email enquiries@cmml.co.uk to 

book an appointment. 

Chas Mann Motorcycles Ltd. 70 The Green, Kings Norton, B38 8RU     
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JOHN NAISH

OUR LEGISLATORS
PICK ONMINORITIES
SUCH AS OWNERS
OF OLD VEHICLES

H
ow green is my Kawasaki 
triple? The 1974 H1F 500 
certainly qualifies as a green
meanie (although it’s painted
blue), but a recent Italian 

ruling has prompted heart-stopping 
thoughts about the bike’s eco-legality.

In January, the mayor of Genoa, the 
Italian city that helped to give birth to the
Vespa, passed a law banning pre-1999 
scooters from the city between the hours
of 7am and 7pm. The reason? They are 
dirty, smelly two-strokes.

The demise of sporty two-stroke 
manufacturing came in the ’80s, when 
California banned them from sale. Now
the prospect of outlawing them from 
European roads is raising its smoggy head.

If Genoa pushes ahead with the ban, it
sets a nasty Euro-precedent for other 
bureaucrats to adopt in order to justify
their hefty salaries. Banishment for 
strokers? It could happen.

The news comes on the coat-tails of 
another piece of anti-old-bike legislation
that is set to hit us far closer to home.  
In 2020 the Ultra Low Emission Zone
(ULEZ) comes into force in London, with 
other British cities likely to follow suit. 

Unless your classic motorcycle is classed 
as ultra-low emissions on its logbook (a 
likelihood that is statistically near-zero) 
then you will have to pay an extra £12.50 
per day to enter the London zone. As well 
as being expensive, this is also 
scientifically dodgy. The problem with 
two-strokes is that their emissions are so 
visible. But this also means they are heavy. 
They fall to earth comparatively very 
quickly and wash away.

This is rather unlike diesels. They churn 
out considerably higher amounts of 
microscopic fragments of soot, called 
particulates. These are labelled by UK 
health authorities as ‘harmful in any 
amount’, because they can lodge in our 
lungs, causing problems such as asthma 
and heart disease.

There are, however, far too many diesel-
engined cars on the road for the 
authorities to propose banning them from 
cities. Instead, our legislators pick on 
minorities, such as owners of old vehicles.

In fact, though, owning and running an 
old motorcycle can make much better 
sense than buying an allegedly ‘eco-
friendlier’ new one. Simply manufacturing 
a big bike’s engine block requires as much 
water as it would take to fill a London 
bus. On top of that are all the 
environmental costs of mining the ores, 
transporting them around the world, 
purifying them and using masses of fossil-
fuel energy to turn raw metal into a thing 
of finned loveliness.

Doing the reverse – disposing of an old 
block, along with all the chassis parts of a 
thrown-away vehicle – uses another huge 
load of soot-producing energy and releases 
toxic chemicals back into the world.

On the other hand, if keep your old 
machine on the road by using NOS (new 
old stock) parts, you are helping to empty 

the world’s warehouses of components 
that otherwise would have been stored for 
years in heated buildings and then melted 
down without ever being used.

In Britain, we have a saviour of sorts. 
Ironically, it’s the Tory government’s 
George Osborne, who has done so much 
to remove subsidies from the green-
technology industry in the past year. But 
his party has also re-introduced the rolling 
tax exemption for ‘historic’ vehicles.

In April, when both my Kawasaki H1 
and Z1 need their road-fund licence 
renewing, they will become historic-
eligible, because they were made in 1975. 
And under the current proposals for the 
new £12.50 extra emissions tax, all 
‘historic’ vehicles will be exempted. 
Hooray for me.

Meanwhile, to keep all our old jalopies 
legally on the road, we should be prepared 
to use people power. 

The Genoa scooter ban has caused such 
outrage that the mayor has been forced to 
postpone the ban until later this year, to 
allow the 20,000 old Vespa owners who 
are kicking up a fuss to make their case. 

Old greener meanies, you know they 
make sense.

WHY I’M A MAN  

ON EMISSION

BANNING OLD BIKES FROM CITIES MIGHT SOUND GREEN, 

BUT THE TRUTH IS QUITE THE OPPOSITE

SMOKE SIGNALS
Motoring editor of The Times in a former life, John Naish 
is a lifelong fan of 1970s Japanese bikes

Q These fumes might look eco-unfriendly, but it’s nothing compared to making a brand new machine
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PLAN YOUR YEAR

A P R I L  2 

● CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
SHOW
Letchworth Town
Contact number 07963 609143

A P R I L  2 - 3

● 5TH NORTHERN 
CLASSIC BIKE SHOW
Trafford Centre, Manchester 
M41 7TB
classicshows.org

A P R I L  3

● SOUTH OF ENGLAND 
CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
SHOW
Ardingly, West Sussex RH176TL
elkpromotions.co.uk

● CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
SHOW
Tile Shop, Buntingford
Contact number 07963 609143 

Starts at 10.30am

● ROCKET III OC MEET
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

A P R I L  1 6 -1 7

SUNDAY RIDE CLASSIC
Circuit Paul Ricard, France
sundayrideclassic.com

The organisers say: “The
Sunday Ride Classic is a
bridge between history and
current events of the bike”.
This year’s event celebrates
the top French stars and
engineers who formed a big
part of GP racing in the
1970s and ’80s. Eleven
races cover classic GP two-
strokes, endurance, early
superbikes and Pro-twins.
Plus there’s a big classic
bike show and Yamaha will
be there with its Yard Built
collection, as well as
celebrating 45 years of the
XS650 twin.

Q Circuit Paul Ricard: 

there are worse places 

to spend a weekend

● VJMC MOTORCYCLE 
AUTOJUMBLE
Popham Airfield, near 
Winchester, SO21 3BD
popham-airfield.co.uk

A P R I L  9

● DIRT TRACK RACING
Rye House Speedway, DTRA
dirttrackriders.co.uk

A P R I L  9 -1 0

● VMCC BRITISH  
HISTORIC RACING
Mallory Park
britishhistoricracingclub.co.uk

A P R I L  1 0 

● BRITISH & CLASSIC BIKE
DAY & BSA SPECIAL
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● WME PRE-85 MX
Pontrilas, Ross on Wye
westmidsevo.co.uk

● 36TH MALVERN CLASSIC
MOTORCYCLE SHOW
Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern
classicshows.org

A P R I L  1 5

● EUROPEAN CLASSIC 
SERIES (ENDURANCE)
Le Castellet, France
europeanclassicseries.eu

A P R I L  1 6 -1 7

● THE BIKE SHED PARIS
Les Docks – Cité de la Mode et 
du Design. 34, quai d’Austerlitz
Paris
thebikeshed.cc

●KICKBACK
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire
Thecustomshow.com

A P R I L 1 7

●KAWASAKISUNDAY ‘LET
THEGOODTIMESROLL’
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

●VINCENTOWNERSCLUB
&NATIONALSPRINT

ASSOCIATION RWYB
Shakespeare County Raceway, 
Long Marston, Warwicks
voc.uk.com and 

nationalsprintassociation.org

 
● NORMOUS NEWARK 
AUTOJUMBLE
Newark Showground, Newark, 
Notts, NG 24 2NY
newarkautojumble.co.uk

● PRESCOTT BIKE 
FESTIVAL
Prescott Bike Festival, 
Gotherington, near 
Cheltenham, GL52 9RD
prescottbikefestival.co.uk

● ROYAL ENFIELD RIDE IN
Sammy Miller Museum, 
Bashley Cross Roads, New 
Milton, Hampshire, BH25 5SZ
sammymiller.co.uk

A P R I L  2 3 

● ST GEORGE’S NIGHT 
SPECIAL
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

A P R I L 2 4

●WMEPRE-85MX
North Nibley, UK Evo MX
westmidsevo.co.uk

A P R I L 2 8 - M AY 1

●HARLEY-DAVIDSON
EUROFESTIVAL
Grimaud, Golfe de St-Tropez,
Cote d’Azur, France
harley-davidson.com/events

APRIL

A P R I L  2 3 -2 4 

● THE 36TH CAROLE 
NASH INTERNATIONAL 
CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE 
SHOW
Staffordshire County 
Showground, ST18 0BD
classicbikeshows.com

A huge bike jumble and a 
motorcycle show combined, 
this is the biggest event of 
its type in the UK, if not 
Europe. This well-

established traditional 
spring event is into its 
fourth decade and kicks off 
the year with several halls 
full of display machines, 
owners’ club stands, plus 
trade stalls. Outside is a 
huge bike jumble area 
attracting enthusiasts from 
all over Europe, but one of 
the highlights of the show is 
the Bonhams spring sale, 
featuring eight long-lost 
Brough machines..
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M AY 1

● ROMNEY MARSH 

CLASSIC BIKEJUMBLE

Hamstreet, Ashford, Kent
TN26 2JD
elkpromotions.co.uk 

● IMOC ITALIAN BIKEDAY

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● WME PRE-85 MX

Dartmouth
westmidsevo.co.uk

● AUTOJUMBLE

Sammy Miller Museum,
Hampshire, BH25 5SZ
sammymiller.co.uk

M AY  1 -2

● 44TH NOTTS CLASSIC

CAR & BIKE SHOW

Thoresby Park, Ollerton
NG22 9EP
classicshows.org

M AY  2 

● RIDE-OUT TO BATTLE

OF HASTINGS RUN

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● STEBBING PRE-65 MX

pre65.co.uk

M AY  7- 8

● CROFT, CLASSIC 

RACING MOTORCYCLE

CLUB

crmc.co.uk

M AY  8 

● CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE

SHOW

Highwayman, Jack’s Hill,
Graveley
Contact number 07963 609143

● YAMAHA DAY – XS750

40TH ANNIVERSARY

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

●VELOCETTESAT

BROOKLANDS

Brooklands Museum, 
Brooklands Road, Weybridge,
Surrey, KT13 0QN 
brooklandsmuseum.com

M AY  1 3 -1 6

● INTERNATIONAL 

JAMPOT RALLY

Netherlands
jampot.com

M AY  1 4 -1 5

● MCN FESTIVAL OF

MOTORCYCLING

The East of England 
Showground, Peterborough
PE2 6HE
mcnfestival.com

After its debut last year, the
MCN Festival is back and
promising an even better show.
It boasts major support from
the manufacturers and 
motorcycle trade, but there’s
also a really strong classic
element with club stands, classic
bike zone, classic dirt track
racing with the DTRA, plus,

new for this year, a classic
autojumble in conjunction with
Elk Promotions.

M AY  1 5

● FLY LOW III

Het Entrepot 4, Brugge,
Belgium
facebook.com/Fly-

Low-665340180223074

M AY  2 1 

● SOUTHERN CLASSIC

MOTORCYCLE SHOW&

JUMBLE

Kempton Park,
Middlesex
TW16 5AQ
egp-enterprises.co.uk

M AY  2 1 -2 2

● VMCC BRITISH HISTORIC

RACING

Darley Moor
britishhistoricracingclub.co.uk

  

M AY  2 2

● RUDGE MOTORCYCLE

DAY AT BROOKLANDS

Brooklands Museum, 
Brooklands Road, Weybridge,
Surrey, KT13 0QN 
brooklandsmuseum.com

● TWO-STROKE SUNDAY

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

●WMEPRE-85MX

Ford Moto Park
westmidsevo.co.uk

M AY  2 8

● VMCC VINTAGE 

TRAINING DAY

Curborough Sprint Course
vmcc.net

M AY  2 8 -2 9

● THE BIKE SHED 

LONDON

Tobacco Dock, 50 Porters 
Walk, London E1W 2SF
thebikeshed.cc

M AY  2 8 - J U N E  1 0

● ISLE OF MAN TT RACES

TT Mountain Course,  
Isle of Man
iomtt.com

M AY  2 9

● MARKS TEY PRE-65 MX

pre65.co.uk

● INTERNATIONAL PRE-85 

MX

Munster Intercity, Cork, Ireland 
westmidsevo.co.uk

M AY  3 0 

● MARGATE MELTDOWN

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

PLAN YOUR YEAR

MAY

M AY  2 1 -2 2 

● COUPES MOTO LEGENDES

Circuit Dijon-Prenois, France
coupes-moto-legende.fr 

This year is the 24th edition of Coupes Moto 
Legendes. It’s a huge classic festival with the 
chance to take your own classic bike for a 
spin around the hairy Dijon Prenois circuit. 

‘Demonstration laps’ cover 12 categories of 
machine, including two classes of GP bikes 
(50cc-350cc and 500cc) up to 1980; 
endurance race bikes, all manner of road 
machines, plus a special category for café 
racers. The event always has massive support 
from the trade, with more than 300 stalls this 
year including bike jumble – plus, of course,  
a large area for classic bike club stands.

Q Races, classic 

machines and a 

jumble – très bon!



SATURDAY & SUNDAY

Llangollen
International
Motorcycle
Festival

JULY 23-24
 

2016

Call 07960 693398 or Email office@llanbikefest.co.uk

Book Online at Llanbikefest.co.uk
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AT THE ROYAL INTERNATIONAL PAVILION
LLANGOLLEN, NORTH WALES LL20 8SW

Supported by the Llangollen & District Motorcycle Club 
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PLAN YOUR YEAR

J U N E 2 - 5

● XX CANTABRIA TOUR
MC Piston, Spain
mcpiston.com 

J U N E  3 - 5

● CADWELL PARK, 
CLASSIC RACING 
MOTORCYCLE CLUB
crmc.co.uk

J U N E  4 

● CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE
SHOW
Hall’s Green, Weston, SG4 7DP
Contact number 07963 609143

● WME PRE-85 MX
Bushdon, Christchurch
westmidsevo.co.uk

J U N E  5 

● NORMOUS NEWARK
AUTOJUMBLE
Newark Showground, Newark,
Notts, NG 24 2NY
newarkautojumble.co.uk

J U N E  8 -1 2 

● WHEELS AND WAVES
Cité de l’Océan, Biarritz, 
France
wheels-and-waves.com

J U N E  1 0 -1 2

● CHOLMONDELEY 
PAGEANT OF POWER
Cheshire, SY14 8AQ.
cpop.co.uk

J U N E  1 1

● JAPANESE BIKERS DAY
Sammy Miller Museum, 
Milton, Hampshire, BH25 5SZ
sammymiller.co.uk

J U N E  1 1 -1 2

● TT DIRT TRACK RACING
Greenfield TT  
dirttrackriders.co.uk

J U N E  1 1 -1 2

● CLASSIC MACHINES
Circuit Carole, Paris, France
classicmachines.fr

Second edition of this French
festival on Carole circuit,
12 miles north of Paris. It’s for
any motorcycles and sidecars
from 1940 to 1991 and after
last year’s successful 
anniversary celebrations of the
Yamaha V-Max and Suzuki
GSX-R, this year it’s time to
wish the Yamaha XT500 a
happy birthday. 

J U N E  1 2 

● TRIUMPH BIKE DAY
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
 ace-cafe-london.com

● 35TH LANCS CLASSIC
CAR & MOTORCYCLE
SHOW
Hoghton Tower, Thornton
Hough, Wirral
classicshows.org

J U N E  1 6 -1 9 

● HARLEY-DAVIDSON
25TH ANNUAL HOGRALLY
Portoroz, Slovenia
harley-davidson.com/events

J U N E  1 8 -1 9

● CAFÉ RACER FESTIVAL
Autodrome de Linas 
Montlhéry, France
caferacer-festival.fr

● HELLS RACE, 
SUPPORTED BY DTRA
Helzold Stadion, Belgium
dirttrackriders.co.uk

J U N E  1 9 

● DAVE BICKERS EAST
ANGLIAN GRAND 
NATIONAL SCRAMBLE,
PRE-65 MX
Marks Tey, Essex
pre65.co.uk

J U N E  2 3 -2 6

● GOODWOOD FESTIVAL
OF SPEED
Goodwood Estate, Chichester,
West Sussex, PO18 0PX
grrc.goodwood.com

● TRI-DAYS
Neukirchen, nr Salzburg, Austria
tridays.com

J U N E  2 4 -2 6

● VMCC BRITISH HISTORIC 
RACING 
Cadwell Park
britishhistoricracingclub.co.uk

● NSRA NOSTALGIA 
NATIONALS, 
Shakespeare County Raceway, 
Long Marston Airfield, 
Warwickshire, CV37 8LL
shakespearecountyraceway.com

J U N E  2 6

● WME PRE-85 MX
Marshfield
westmidsevo.co.uk

● ROMNEY MARSH 
CLASSIC SHOW & 
BIKEJUMBLE
Hamstreet, Kent TN26 2JD
elkpromotions.co.uk

● BARNSLEY 
MOTORCYCLE FESTIVAL
Wombwell, Barnsley
showwithgo.co.uk 

● TRITON & CAFÉ RACER 
DAY
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● BIKE LIFE CLASSICS DAY
Sammy Miller Museum, New 
Milton, Hampshire, BH25 5SZ
sammymiller.co.uk

JUNE

J U N E  1 9 

● BANBURY RUN
Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon,  
Warks CV35 0BJ
banbury-run.co.uk

The Banbury Run, organised by the Vintage 
Motorcycle Club, is the largest gathering of 
veteran and vintage machines in the world. 

It’s open to machines manufactured before 
December 31, 1930 and there’s an entry 
limit of 500 machines. The event starts at 
the Heritage Motor Centre, Gaydon, Warks, 
12 miles north of Banbury, next to M40 J12. 
While the rideout is the main focus of the 
event, there is also an autojumble, with over 
100 pitches, plus entrants and spectators get 
free entry to the Gaydon Heritage Centre.

Q Banbury Cross? 

No, Banbury 

delighted
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J U LY 1 - 3

● NORTON FESTIVAL
Merley Court Campsite, 
Merley, Wimborne, BH21 3AA
nortonownersclub.org

J U LY  3

● THE BROOKLANDS
MOTORCYCLE SHOW, 
THEN & NOW
Brooklands Museum, Surrey,
KT13 0QN 
brooklandsmuseum.com 

● CLASSIC HARLEY-
DAVIDSON & INDIANDAY
The Granby, SG1 3HT
Contact number 07963 609143

● HONDA 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY BIKEDAY
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● NORMOUS NEWARK
AUTOJUMBLE
Newark Showground, Newark,
Notts, NG24 2NY
newarkautojumble.co.uk

J U LY  8 -1 0

● AMA VINTAGE 
MOTORCYCLE DAYS
Mid Ohio Sports Car Course,
Lexington, Ohio
americanmotorcyclist.com

J U LY  9 -1 0

● BSA BANTAM NATIONAL
RALLY
Steyning, West Sussex N44 3DZ
bsabantamclub.com

● ANGLESEY, CLASSIC
RACING MOTORCYCLE
CLUB
crmc.co.uk

J U LY  1 0 

● INTERNATIONAL PRE-85
MX
Ford Moto Park
westmidsevo.co.uk

●SIMPLYBIKES
Beaulieu, New Forest,
Hampshire, SO42 7ZN
beaulieu.co.uk

J U LY  1 5

● DIRT QUAKE & DIRT
TRACK RACING
King’s Lynn Speedway
dirttrackriders.co.uk

J U LY  1 5 -1 7

● MOTOS CLASSIQUES
Circuit de Chimay, Belgium
circuit.be

● DRAGSTALGIA
Santa Pod Raceway, Podington,
Northants
santapod.co.uk

J U LY  1 6 -1 7

● VMCC BRITISH HISTORIC
RACING
Lydden Hill, Canterbury,
CT4 6ET
britishhistoricracingclub.co.uk

J U LY  1 7

● 70S BIKE DAY,
Ace Cafe. London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● MOTO ITALIANO
Sammy Miller Museum,
Hampshire, BH25 5SZ
sammymiller.co.uk 

● 50TH FOUNDERS DAY
Stanford Hall, LE17 6DH
thetaverners.com

This year’s Founders Day is the
50th Anniversary of the event –
one of the best events of the
year, with a jumble section of
more than 3000 stands, every
one-make club you can imagine
and a fantastic show ring for
parades and trials displays.

J U LY  2 3

KEMPTON JUMBLE
Kempton Park, TW16 5AQ
egp-enterprises.co.uk

J U LY  2 3 -2 4

● NATIONAL SPRINT
ASSOCIATION MID-
SUMMER MADNESS RWYB
Shakespeare County Raceway,
Long Marston, Warwicks
sprinting.org  

J U LY  2 4

● SUMMER CLASSICBIKE
SHOW & BIKE JUMBLE
Ardingly, West Sussex RH176TL
elkpromotions.co.uk

●FLATTRACKDAY
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● GOSFIELD PRE-65 MX
pre65.co.uk

● WME PRE-85 MX
Condover, Cumbria
westmidsevo.co.uk

● 46TH CHESHIRE 
CLASSIC SHOW
Capesthorne Hal, Cheshire
classicshows.org

J U LY  2 9 - 3 1

● HOT-ROD HAYRIDE
Bisley, Surrey
hotrodhayride.com

J U LY  3 0

● CALNE BIKE MEET
Town Centre, Calne, Wiltshire
calnebikemeet.com

J U LY  3 0 - 3 1

● BIKE BONANZA
Mallory Park, LE9 7QE
malloryparkcircuit.com

J U LY  3 1

● CLASSICS AT THE 
CASTLE
Bodelwyddsan Castle, Rhyl 
LL18 5YA
classicshows.org

JULY

J U LY  1 - 3 

● BIKERS CLASSICS (INCL EUROPEAN 
CLASSIC SERIES – ENDURANCE)
Spa Francorchamps, Belgium
bikersclassics.be

The Bikers Classic at the famous Spa 
Francorchamps goes into its fourth year, 
with the traditional presence of many world 
champions and legendary motorcycles, plus 

the Four Hour classic endurance, but this 
year there’s a Lifestyle village, entirely 
dedicated to the legendary café racer. 
Stars of the village are the best Belgian 
constructors, among them world champion 
Freddy Bertrand of Krugger Motorcycles. 
The leading manufacturers in the retro 
market will also be present and the ‘village’, 
in the heart of the paddock, won’t just 
feature bikes but music and artisan craftsmen. 

Q Treat your better 

half to a relaxing 

Spa break

PLAN YOUR YEAR



EventsEvents 20162016

29TH International
MC Piston Rally

Santander        Spain

20TH

Cantabria Tour
20TH

Cantabria Tour

Ris Beach. Noja

For further info: www.mcpiston.com Or visit our stand at Bristol and Stafford

THE P
ROLOGUE 

September 26th – October 2th

The time of your life riding from the sands of
Sardinero Beach to the highest peaks of 
Picos de Europa (including Minigiro Picos Tour).

June 2th – 5th

A springtime celebration route for classic bikes.

THE L
EGEND

Ashford Classic Motorcycle Show & Bikejumble

10am Easter Monday 6th April
At Ashford Market, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 0HB

rd

ELK Promotions
PO Box 85, New Romney

KENT TN28 9BE

01797 344277 
www.elk-promotions.co.uk  

2016 Classic Events : 
Ashford Classic Show & Bikejumble 

10am Easter Monday 28th March
At Ashford Market, Orbital Park, Ashford, Kent, TN24 0HB

South of England Summer Classic
Show & Bikejumble:

10am 24th July 2016
The South of England Showground,  

Ardingly, W Sussex, RH17 6TL 

South of England Classic Show & Bikejumble 
 10am Sunday 23rd October 

At The South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6TL 

Romney Marsh Bikejumble  
10am Sunday 18th September 

at Hamstreet, Near Ashford 
Kent, TN26 2JD 

 

South of England Classic Show & Bikejumble 
10am Sunday 3rd April 2016 

At The South of England Showground, Ardingly, West Sussex, RH17 6TL

Romney Marsh Bikejumble: 10am Sun 1st May at Hamstreet, TN26 2JD

-NEW : MCN Festival of Motorcycling with Autojumble:--

- Peterborough 14th & 15th May 2016- ---
     At The East of England Showground, Peterborough PE2 6HE 

                               Romney Marsh Show & Bikejumble  
                               10am Sunday 26th June 

at Hamstreet, Near Ashford, Kent, TN26 2JD 

‘Have You Thought About Being a Track Marshal,  
at some of the best circuits in the UK?’

)RU IXUWKHU GHWDLOV YLVLW RXU ZHEVLWH www.crmc.co.uk 

2016
PROVISIONAL DATES

xPembrey 26th & 27th March
xCroft 7th & 8th May

xCadwell 3rd, 4th & 5th June
xAnglesey 9th & 10 July

xDonington 5th, 6th & 7th August
xLydden 3rd & 4th September
xSilverstone 8th & 9th October
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AU G U S T 4 - 8

● 32ND WEST KENT RUN
The Friars, Aylesford, Kent
iwkr.co.uk

AU G U S T  5 -7

● DONINGTON CLASSIC
MOTORCYCLE FESTIVAL
Donington Park, Castle
Donington, Derby, DE74 2RP
donington-park.co.uk

The Donington Classic 
Motorcycle Festival has quickly
become one of the UK’s biggest
celebrations of historic 
motorcycling, attracting a
massive line-up of hundreds of
racing machines, huge off-track
displays and numerous stars of
the sport. It’s a three-day
spectacular, with dozens of
exciting races on track from all
ages of motorcycle, as well as
displays of classic machinery
and riders. A full programme of
racing is hosted by the Classic
Racing Motorcycle Club.

● BRING IT HOME RALLY
Meriden branch Triumph
Owners MCC, Barkers’ Butts
Rugby Football Club, Allesley,
Coventry, CV5 9AR
triumphmeriden.org.uk

AU G U S T  7 

● SUZUKI BIKE DAY – GS
40TH ANNIVERSARY
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● NORMOUS NEWARK
AUTOJUMBLE
Newark Showground, Newark,
Notts, NG24 2NY
newarkautojumble.co.uk

AU G U S T 1 3 -1 4

●SCOTTNATIONALSWME
PRE-85MX
Farleigh Castle, Wiltshire,
BA2 7RS
westmidsevo.co.uk

●HALF-MILEDIRT
TRACKRACING
AVTC, Morriston Place,
Ammanford, Dyfed, SA18 1UT
dirttrackriders.co.uk

AU G U S T  1 4

● 36TH LANCS CLASSIC 
CAR & MOTORCYCLE
SHOW
Capesthorne Hall, Macclesfield,
Cheshire SK11 9JY
classicshows.org

● BRACKLEY FESTIVALOF
MOTORCYCLING
Brackley Town Centre, 
Northants
brackleyfestivalofmotorcycling.co.uk

● VMCC 70TH 
ANNIVERSARY & CLASSIC
BIKE DAY
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● POPHAM BIKE 
MEGAMEET
Popham Airfield, near 
Winchester, SO21 3BD
popham-airfield.co.uk

AU G U S T  1 9 -2 1

● BELGIAN CLASSIC
TROPHY
CRMB Gedinne, Belgium
crmb.be

AU G U S T  2 0 -2 1

● SCHOTTENRING 
CLASSIC GRAND PRIX
Schotten, Germany
schottenring.de

AU G U S T  2 1 

● KICKBACK, FESTIVAL
OF BIKES
Cheltenham Racecourse,
Evesham Road, Cheltenham,
Gloucestershire, GL50 4SH
thecustomshow.com/cheltenham

AU G U S T 2 7-2 8

● WINGS AND WHEELS
Dunsford Park
brooklandsmuseum.com

● AUTOJUMBLE (27TH)&
19TH SAMMY MILLER
MUSEUM RUN (28TH)
Sammy Miller Museum,
Hampshire, BH25 5SZ
sammymiller.co.uk

AU G U S T  2 8

● CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE
SHOW
The Hen & Chickens, Baldock
Contact number 07963 609143.

● HARLEY DAY WITH
WARR’S
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● MAYLANDSEA PRE-65
MXC 35TH ANNIVERSARY
pre65.co.uk

AU G U S T 2 8 -2 9

● VMCC BRITISH HISTORIC 
RACING
Mallory Park
britishhistoricracingclub.co.uk

● 11TH BLENHEIM 
FESTIVAL OF TRANSPORT
Blenheim Palace, Woodstock, 
Oxon OX20 1PP
classicshows.org

AU G U S T  2 9

● 45TH NOTTS CAR & BIKE 
SHOW
Thoresby Park, NG22 9EP
classicshows.org

PLAN YOUR YEAR

AUG

AU G U S T  2 7-2 9

● CLASSIC TT
Isle of Man
iomtt.com

The Classic TT has become 
one of the outstanding
events on the classic 
calendar – and for many 
enthusiasts, the 2016 event 
will take on increased 
significance with the 
organiser’s decision to 
introduce a new 
Lightweight race to the
programme for 250cc two-
stroke GP machinery. 
Phased out of the TT 
competition in 2004, the 
Lightweight race will 
feature all 250c GP bikes 

with riders like 250cc lap 
record holder John 
McGuinness, Bruce Anstey 
and Michael Dunlop (if he 
can get the right kit) all 
tipped to be on the starting 
line. The race will absorb 
the machines from the 
previously staged Formula 2 
Classic TT Race, with those 
machines featuring in their 
own sub-class. The Race 
Programme starts on 
Saturday, August 27 with 
the Senior Classic TT Race, 
followed by the all new 
Lightweight Classic TT 
Race, and will conclude on 
Monday, August 29 with 
the Junior Classic and 
Superbike Classic TT Races.
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S E P T E M B E R 2 - 3

● 23RD NETLEY MARSH

EUROJUMBLE

Ringwood Rd, Netley Marsh,
Hampshire, SO40 7GY
classicbikeshows.com

S E P T E M B E R  2 - 4

● 11TH ANNUAL 

GLEMSECK 101

Leonberg, near Stuttgart,
Germany
glemseck101.de

S E P T E M B E R 3

● CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE

SHOW

High Street, Buntingford,
Hertfordshire, SG9 9AD
Contact number 07963 609143

S E P T E M B E R  3 - 4

● VETS MOTOCROSSDES

NATIONS

Farleigh Castle, Somerset,
BA2 7RS
vetsmxdn.co.uk

● INTERNATIONAL 

AUTOJUMBLE

Beaulieu, New Forest, SO42 7ZN
beaulieu.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R  4

● CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE

SHOW

Baldock
Contact number 07963 609143

S E P T E M B E R 9 -1 1

●GOODWOODREVIVAL

grrc.goodwood.com

S E P T E M B E R  9 -1 1

● THE TRIP OUT

Thurleigh, MK44 2DP
thetripout.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R  1 0

● DIRT TRACK RACING

Rye House Speedway, DTRA
dirttrackriders.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R 1 0 -1 1

●GEORGEBROWN

MEMORIAL SPRINT 

East Kirkby, Lincolnshire
nationalsprintassociation.org

S E P T E M B E R  1 1 

● VJMC DAY

Ace Cafe, London, NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

S E P T E M B E R  1 7

● KEMPTON JUMBLE

Kempton Park, TW16 5AQ
egp-enterprises.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R  1 7-1 8

● KOP HILL CLIMB

Kop Hill Road, Princes 
Risborough, Bucks HP27 0LB
kophillclimb.org.uk

S E P T E M B E R  1 8

● ROMNEY MARSH 

CLASSIC BIKEJUMBLE

Hamstreet, Ashford, Kent 
TN26 2JD
elkpromotions.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R  2 4 -2 5

● VMCC BRITISH HISTORIC 

RACING

Cadwell Park
britishhistoricracingclub.co.uk

S E P T E M B E R  2 5 

● 59 CLUB DAY & BSA 

BANTAM MEET

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● NORMOUS NEWARK 

AUTOJUMBLE

Newark Showground, Newark, 
Notts, NG 24 2NY
newarkautojumble.co.uk

S E P T  2 6 - O C T  2

● XXIX PISTON RALLY 

Santander, Spain
mcpiston.com

PLAN YOUR YEAR

SEPT

S E P T E M B E R  2 - 4 

● ACE CAFE REUNION WEEKEND  

Sep 2 Continental Run Ride-In & Party  
Sep 3 London Ride-out  
Sep 4 Brighton Burn-Up 
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD

ace-cafe-london.com

No self-respecting petrolhead would miss 
this, the biggest event in the Ace Cafe 
calendar. This three-day bash celebrates the 
history, culture and style of the Ace and 

everything it represents. Friday marks the 
arrival of The Continental Run, which starts 
with a party at Café Hubraum in Solingen, 
Germany, before departing the next morning 
to cross Holland, Belgium and France, 
gathering numbers en route to the ferry, 
arriving at the café late afternoon, and 
culminating in an evening of rock’n’roll! 
Sunday’s Brighton Burn Up has been a part 
of Ace Cafe Reunions since 1996, and is a 
free, grand day out on Brighton’s famous 
seafront road, Madeira Drive. 

            S E P T E M B E R  1 0 -1 1

● CLASSIC BIKE LIVE

Peterborough Arena, Peterborough, PE2 6HE
classicbikelive.co.uk

Welcome to Classic Bike’s brand new show – a traditional 
combination of indoor and outdoor trade stands, club displays plus 
a huge jumble. We’re teaming with our sister title Practical 
Sportsbikes to promote a special ‘Legends’ display featuring iconic 
bikes from the 1950s through to the ’90s. There will also be special 
guests, live practical restoration demonstrations by very our own 
Rick Parkington, a classic parade and a ‘best in show’ concours.
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O C T O B E R 1 -2

● THE BIKE SHED 
LONDON II
Tobacco Dock, 50 Porters
Walk, London E1W 2SF 
thebikeshed.cc

O C T O B E R  8 - 9

● SILVERSTONE RACEOF
THE YEAR, CLASSIC 
RACING MOTORCYCLE
CLUB
Silverstone, NN12 8TN
www.crmc.co.uk

O C T O B E R  9 

● BRIT V’S (VINCENT & 
VELOCETTE) & CLASSIC 
BIKE DAY
Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

O C T O B E R  1 6

● MARKS TEY PRE-65MX
Essex, CO5 9EX
pre65.co.uk

O C T O B E R  2 2

● KEMPTON JUMBLE
Kempton Park, TW16 5AQ
egp-enterprises.co.uk

O C T O B E R  2 2 -2 3

● NATIONAL SPRINT
ASSOCIATION 
HALLOWEEN BONFIRE
BURN-UP
Shakespeare County Raceway,
Long Marston, Warwicks
sprinting.org.uk 

O C T O B E R 2 3

● SOUTH OF ENGLAND
CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES
SHOW & BIKEJUMBLE
Ardingly, West Sussex 
RH176TL
elkpromotions.co.uk

Compared to the excesses of
Stafford, this Ardingly event is
a much more laid back event,
though still with a quality bike
shop and large bike jumble.
This year’s guest of honour is
six-time world champion and
six time TT winner Jim 
Redman MBE, who will be
available for question and
answer and book-signing
sessions. The indoor motorcycle
show is for pre-1980 
motorcycles, plus club stands.

There’s also an indoor and
outdoor bike jumble with new
and used spares, bikes, clothing
and accessories for sale. 

O C T O B E R  2 3

● NORMOUS NEWARK 
AUTOJUMBLE
Newark Showground, Newark,
Notts, NG 24 2NY
newarkautojumble.co.uk

● MOTO RETRO LEUVEN
Leuven, Belgium
motoretroleuven.be

O C T O B E R  2 7- 3 0

● INTERNATIONAL DIRT
BIKE SHOW
Stoneleigh Park, Warwickshire
dirtbikeshow.co.uk

O C T O B E R  2 8

● EUROPEAN CLASSIC
SERIES (ENDURANCE)
Aragon, Spain
europeanclassicseries.eu

O C T O B E R 2 9 - 3 0

● KICKBACK OLYMPIA
Olympia, London W14 8UX
thecustomshow.com

Kickback moves on to bigger 
things with a two-day show at 
Olympia, promising a showcase 
of modern, retro and 
customised classics, ranging 
from urban café racers, 
trackers, classic-style choppers, 
bobbers and street Cubs.

O C T O B E R  3 0

● 37TH MALVERN CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLES SHOW & 
JUMBLE
Three Counties Showground, 
Malvern, Worcs WR13 6NW
classicshows.org

OCT

O C T O B E R  1 5 -1 6 

● THE 23RD CAROLE NASH CLASSIC 
MOTORCYCLE MECHANICS SHOW
Staffordshire County Showground, ST18 0BD
classicbikeshows.com

The autumn Carole Nash International
Classic Motorcycle Mechanics Show at the 

Staffordshire County Showground is more 
focussed on Japanese classics than the 
Stafford show earlier in the year – but lines 
are blurring and there’s always good British 
content. It’s an familiar format, though, of 
display machines, owners club stands and 
trade stalls, with the bike jumble area 
outside.

PLAN YOUR YEAR



N OV E M B E R 6

●TONUPDAY–ENGLAND

EXPECTS

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

●MARKSTEYCHRISTMAS

CRACKERPRE-65MX

Essex, CO5 9EX
pre65.co.uk

N OV E M B E R 2 0

●ARIELOC65TH

ANNIVERSARY&CLASSIC

BIKEDAY

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

●NORMOUSNEWARK

AUTOJUMBLE

Newark Showground, Newark,
Notts, NG 24 2NY
newarkautojumble.co.uk

N OV E M B E R 2 7

●MUDPLUGGERSDAY

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

●22NDMALVERNDRIVE-

INCLASSICSCARSAND

BIKEAUTOJUMBLE

Three Counties Showground,
Malvern, Worcs WR13 6NW
classicshows.org

Q There’s always 

something going on 

at The Ace Cafe

PLAN YOUR YEAR

NOV DEC

D E C E M B E R  3

● SOUTHERN CLASSIC

OFF ROAD & RACING

SHOW & JUMBLE

Kempton Park, TW16 5AQ
egp-enterprises.co.uk

The last big show and jumble
before Christmas – and what a
way to sign off the year. The
off-road name means a hall full

of beautiful machines, covering 
all aspects of motorcycle sport, 
including trials, scrambles, road 
racing, sprinting, speedway, flat 
track, enduro and land speed 
racing. Plus there’s the top class 
bike jumble for which the 
Kempton show is known.

D E C E M B E R  4 

● ACE CAFE CLUB DAY 

XMAS MEET

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

D E C E M B E R  3 1 

● NEW YEARS EVE PARTY

Ace Cafe, London NW10 7UD
ace-cafe-london.com

● All dates correct at the time 
of going to press, but please 
check with organisers before 
you set off, just in case...
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COVENTRY EAGLE FLYING 8

The Coventry Eagle Flying 8 is an endangered species, with a single-figure 
survival rate, so we swooped on this superb, freshly-restored example

WINGING IT
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Q Rarer than a certain 

‘superior’ rival 1920s  

motorcycle and packing 

the same JAP V-twin, 

Flying 8s are now well 

into six-figure territory      
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1

2

3 4

COVENTRY EAGLE FLYING 8

how the company had started out in 19th century Coventry.
As well as sharing JAP’s 980cc 8-45 (85.7 x 85mm) KTOR 

engine with the SS100, the Flying 8 has a similarly-shaped round-
nosed fuel tank. As explained in Brough Superior, The Complete 
Story by Peter Miller, young George Brough of Brough Motors in 
Nottingham befriended Percy Mayo (of the family that owned 
Coventry Eagle) in France while serving in World War I. Together, 
they planned dream machines for post-war production, Brough’s 
eye for style being complemented by Mayo’s engineering and 
technical drawing skills.

After the war, George Brough launched his Superior marque for 
1921 with a distinctive tank that Percy Mayo had surely helped 
design. But the two men fell out and Mayo never got credit for his 
role in the birth of Brough Superior. However, Coventry Eagle 
registered a design for a similar round-nosed, tapered tank in 

C
ould anything be as rare and desirable as a mid-
1920s Brough Superior SS100? Well, what about an 
overhead-valve Coventry Eagle Flying 8? Almost as 
expensive as the Brough when new and powered by 
the same rorty JAP V-twin racing engine, the ohv 

Flying 8 is even more exclusive than the SS100 today, since no 
more than eight survivors are known. One sold for £175,000 five 
years ago, someone recently paid nearly £50,000 for an 
incomplete dismantled Flying 8, and owners of first-rate 
specimens are advised to insure them for around £300,000.

Brough Superior remains one of the world’s most prestigious 
brands, but Coventry Eagle sank into relative obscurity long ago. 
After making Flying 8s from 1923 to 1931, the factory concentrated 
on utility bikes, notable for unorthodox pressed-steel frames and 
forks. After World War II, only pedal cycles were made, which is 

1 Heavyweight Webb girder forks are unusual 

in having twin springs 2 Robust hand change 

selects between a trio of ratios 3 Friction-

based steering damper has five settings  

4 Speedo looks more like a pocketwatch   



85

1921. Two years later the factory unveiled the first Flying 8 
(1000cc machines were rated at 8hp for road tax). The 80mph 
range-leader had a 980cc JAP side-valve V-twin engine that had 
already been seen in Brough Superior’s SS80, launched that year. 
For 1926 the higher-performance Flying 8 B160 was introduced 
with the overhead-valve KTOR engine. 

One of the few ohv Flying 8s still running was entrusted to CB 
following restoration by vintage specialist and previous owner 
Simon Miles, before despatch to its current owner in Argentina. 

The shapely tank, with red and black portions separated by a 
fine gold line, holds both petrol and oil. Its rear portion is 
protected by a leather cover incorporating kneepads. On the 
uncovered top surface are a fuel filler cap on the left, an oil filler 
and hand pump with sighting glass on the right, plus a Bonniksen 
speedometer behind. Underneath are twin fuel taps and plumbing 

to and from the oil reservoir in the front right part of the tank.
Proprietary engine maker JA Prestwich was at its peak in the 

1920s, thanks to gifted engine designer Val Page and outstanding 
racer/engineer Bert Le Vack. The mighty 47bhp KTOR engine was 
based on a prototype Le Vack had used to raise the motorcycle 
speed record to 119mph in 1924. 

Compact for a one-litre unit, the 50° V-twin has a narrow 
crankcase filled by a built-up crankshaft with ‘knife and fork’ 
conrods on a common big end with four rows of uncaged rollers. 
The main bearings are a double-roller on the drive side and a single 
roller on the timing side, where gears drive the front cylinder’s 
twin-lobe camshaft, which in turn drives the rear camshaft.  
A fourth gear in the train turns a timed crankcase breather.

Cam followers on spindles fixed in the crankcase and timing 
cover lift tappets to activate the pushrods, out in the open for  

‘THIS ENGINE IS SUPERBLY 
TRACTABLE AND IT HAULS  

MIGHTILY AS THE REVS BUILD  
ON A CLEAR STRETCH OF ROAD’
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COVENTRY EAGLE FLYING 8

from the wheel spindle to the main frame. Sidecar lugs are 
provided and sidecar gear ratios were available.  

Both wheels have 19in (26in by the old standard) black 
enamelled rims and 8in drum brakes. Generous valancing of the 
front mudguard may not look sporty, but does keeps the worst of 
water and dirt off the engine and rider.   

Webb girder forks were the premium front suspension of their 
day, preferred for racing and record breaking. This heavyweight 
type seen on Flying 8s in 1925-1926, sturdy enough for sidecar 
duty, is unusual in having twin springs; from 1927 the Flying 8 
had Webb’s TT fork with a single spring. Rudimentary damping is 
by friction discs, adjusted with spanners.

Also reliant on friction discs, the Andre steering damper is 
anchored to the frame by bolts through the tank top. Its adjuster 
handle points to 0-2-4-6-8 stiffness settings on a dial. Ahead of it, 
the six-inch Lucas SS47 headlamp has a built-in ammeter on its 
rear. A six-volt battery is carried under the sprung saddle, tailor-
made for this frame by Terry.

It doesn’t take too long to figure out the handlebar controls.  
The side-pull twistgrip is, like the carburettor, made by Brown 

most of their length. Ears on the cast iron cylinder heads hold 
spindles for the rockers, pivoting on uncaged needle rollers on the 
pushrod side and in plain bushes on the drive side. The clearance 
adjusters are on the pushrod tops and exhaust valve lifters for both 
cylinders ease starting. This engine has plates under the barrels to 
soften compression from the domed pistons to lower than 7: 1. 

A self-contained Best & Lloyd pump, driven off the end of the 
crankshaft, is mounted outside the timing cover. When the engine 
is worked hard or overheats, the hand pump can provide extra 
lubrication. The timing cover has an integral enclosure for the 
chain that drives the Lucas MDV Magdyno, carried ahead of the 
crankcase under an alloy weather shield. 

The partially-enclosed primary chain takes drive to a three-
speed gearbox made by John Jardine of Nottingham, via a five-
spring clutch. Upward flaring at the rear ends of the primary and 
final drive chainguards are flamboyant Flying 8 touches. 

The frame’s single top tube under the tank is braced by a pair of 
bolted-on tubes, added after the early Flying 8 was criticised for 
dodgy handling. The open lower frame is bridged by engine plates. 
The bolted-on rear subframe has three tubes on each side, running 

Q Feast your eyes while you 

can – this fine example will 

be winging its way to its 

owner in Argentina soon...
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and Barlow (B&B), one of three companies merged to form Amal 
in 1931. Inverted levers – for the front brake on the right and the 
exhaust lifter on the left – pull cables neatly enclosed inside the 
bars. The clutch lever is inboard of a long barrelled left grip with 
the timing lever next to it. On the right are the air lever and the 
button for the Lucas Sparton motorised horn, which makes an 
entertaining ‘ooga-ahooga’ sound.

Starting is not exactly instant, partly thanks to my ineptitude, 
but after a few kicks the engine bursts into life with a staccato 
bark from the big-bore pipes and their twin silencers. After some 
juggling of levers to get a settled tickover, the hand-change lever is 
pulled upwards with a slight clunk and the revs stoked up gently 
before tentatively releasing the clutch. Suddenly we’re off. 

First feels low, so the lever is soon nudged down past neutral 
into second. With my hand off the grip the revs subside – but 
despite its raw nature, this engine is superbly tractable and it hauls 
mightily as the revs build again on a clear stretch of road. Once in 
top gear, which feels tall (at 3.5 :1, it is the same as fourth in a 
Vincent Black Shadow) it really gets into its stride with the lazy 
gait typical of an old-school V-twin. Brief glimpses down at the 

unfamiliar speedo don’t give me much intelligible information,  
but the B160’s claim to be a 100mph machine is credible.

With the steering damper at 0, handling is stately rather than 
nimble, but heeling through bends is easy and the rangy (59in) 
wheelbase feels stable in a straight line – reassuring when a hand 
must be taken off the bars for gearchanging. The best thing that 
can be said about the brakes is that they need to be applied early. 
Ninety years ago, these Enfield drums were in the top rank and 
maybe they will improve with bedding-down and adjustment. 

It’s great that this rarity is not only back on the road but to a 
remarkably original specification. Bikes like this have often spent 
time in pieces and being correct to the year is not easy. Simon 
Miles has taken pains to get this one right, although (top marks if 
you spotted this) the tank presently fitted is from 1928 and about 
an inch deeper than the ’26 type. The handy Karslake sidestand 
under the left footrest is an added Brough Superior accessory.

So how does it measure up against the revered SS100? Well, the 
Flying 8’s bolted-up frame doesn’t possess the rock-steadiness that 
marks out the Brough’s chassis, with its twin bottom tubes. But 
otherwise, the Coventry Eagle flies just as high. 

+ F L Y I N G  8+ 

F L I G H T  L O G

Much of this bike’s history is known. It was 

built in March 1926 and carries the original  

RW 6127 registration issued in Coventry. When 

Simon Miles owned it at the turn of the 1980s, 

he knew it had been owned by an Alex Forte in 

the 1930s and used for European touring. 

In that period it carried modified parts that 

were saved when Forte’s estate was dispersed 

in the late 1970s. They include a long-range 

fuel tank that had been chrome-plated before 

rusting, a separate large oil tank, 

home-made leading-link 

forks, plus a curious 

front brake 

backplate 

with alloy button inserts. A four-speed Burman 

gearbox had also been fitted. 

The next owner got it roadworthy and took it 

to UK vintage events. When he decided to sell, 

he turned to Miles to find a buyer and it passed 

to the present owner, an Argentinian collector. 

Q The Flying 8 on tour in 

the Alps sometime in the 

1930s, with mystery lady

‘IT’S GREAT THAT THIS  
RARITY IS NOT ONLY BACK ON  

THE ROAD, BUT TO A REMARKABLY 
ORIGINAL SPECIFICATION’
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ASSIC AMERICA
ving in Kansas, former TT rider Mark Gardiner
er’s view of US motorcycling

MARK GARDINER

Q Brock Downey with his pair of BMs and (inset) ‘Ed’ in his last resting place – a pill bottle

‘IT WAS HIS ASHES.
OR SOME OF THEM.

I HAVE NO IDEAWHERE
THE REST OF HIM IS’

B
rock Downey, who lives in 
my old Canadian home town 
of Calgary came by his love 
of BMW motorcycles 
honestly. His father was in 

the Canadian armed forces, and the family 
was stationed in Germany from 1965-69. 
Now Brock’s 58; he’s been the president of 
a BMW owners’ club and is a past 
president of the Rocky Mountain branch 
of the Canadian Vintage Motorcycle Club.

“I did a count a while back,” he told me. 
“I thought I had about 22 BMWs, but I 
realised I had 33.” Two of these were 
acquired in 2003, when Brock visited a 
friend near Vancouver. His pal mentioned 
a local farm, where a widow needed to sell 
a few machines that had belonged to her 
deceased husband. They found two R51/3 
boxers: a complete and correct ’53 in street 
trim and a ’54 (minus the heads) in race 
trim. The widow showed them photos of 
the race bike, sporting a set of rather 
infamous Rennsport-replica heads. Before 
Brock got there, the heads had been sold 
separately, to an American on the east 
coast. Even without them, Brock definitely 
wanted both bikes. They agreed to a price. 

Then he was told: “Of course, if you’re 
going to buy that one [the ’53] you have to 
take Ed with you.” He looked around the 
farm, thinking ‘Ed’ was maybe a horse or 
dog that the old lady also needed to get rid 
of. But no, Ed was in the bike. 

When it was new, the R51 had a tool 
kit, accessible in a compartment on the top 
of the fuel tank. The widow instructed 
him to open that compartment. He found 
a cloth drawstring bag. He opened the bag 
and found a plastic Tylenol (paracetamol) 
bottle. Someone had scrawled ‘Ed’ across 
the label with a black marker pen.

“I shook it,” Brock recalled, “and sure 
enough, it was his ashes. Or at least, some 
of them. I have no idea where the rest of 
him is.” ‘Ed’ was Ed Moelker, a Dutch 
mechanic who emigrated to Canada and 
got a job working for Trev Deeley (at the 
time, Deeley was the Canadian distributor 
for Harley-Davidson, and was based in 
Vancouver). He lived in a rented house on 
the farm, which was only about 20 miles 
from a little race track called Westwood. 

He raced there, both solos and sidecars.
Converting a stock R51 valve-train into 

a bevel-drive overhead-cam arrangement is 
a hairy bit of homespun engineering, to 
say the least. The Rennsport heads were 
another guy’s labour of love, made from 
drawings. “Not measured drawings,” 
Brock was careful to point out as he told 
me the story, “but actual drawings, as in 
‘work of art’.” 

Years ago, Roland Slabon wrote an 
article about the heads and the guy who 
made ‘em, in the Vintage BMW Bulletin. 
Slabon described a trial-and-error 
procedure so involved that, by the end, the 
machinist was sick of it all. He insisted 
that the editor misspelt his name so no one 
would call asking him to make another 
set! Anyway, Brock planned to restore that 
machine, just with conventional heads.

I guess that Ed probably wanted his 
ashes to be stored in a street bike, because 
he hoped to go out for an occasional ride. 
He might be disappointed in the purchaser 
– Brock has only ridden it a few times. The 
bike spends almost all of its time in his 
living room in Calgary. I suppose it’s no 
worse than sitting in an urn on the mantle.

I have to say that the story has given me 
some ideas about where my ashes could be 
stored. (My big problem would be dying 
while in possession of any motorcycle nice 
enough to warrant the interest of a 
legitimate collector who’d take reasonable 
care of it and, by extension, my remains.)

Brock Downey’s not one of those guys 
who buys lots of bikes but never sells 
anything. He turns stuff over. “Oh, it’s all 
for sale,” he told me. “If I find something 
else I want more, I’ll kick something 
loose.” I asked him: “If you ever sell Ed’s 
bike, will you insist that the new owner 
leave his remains in place?” 

“Oh sure,” he replied. “After all, that 
was a condition of sale. But of course,  
I have no way of enforcing it. The next 
owner may just decide to dust the highway 
with him.” 

That would be one last ride, anyway…

THE GHOST IN 

THE MACHINE

EVER HEARD THE ONE ABOUT THE GUY WHO BOUGHT A BIKE 

WITH A BUILT-IN PASSENGER FROM THE SPIRIT WORLD?  
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P
arry Lewis plans to buy a classic, maybe a
BSA Bantam, like he had in his teens, but
wants to avoid pitfalls that snare the
unwary. He says: “Reading Classic Bike,

I’ve picked up that it’s best if engine and frame
numbers match, but otherwise I’m a bit lost!”

Good move, Parry; many first-time buyers only
seek advice after they’ve made a purchase, by then it
tends to be of the ‘If only you’d asked me...’ kind.

It’s a broad subject, but I’d say the most important
thing is research. Projects are often missing parts
and they are often the difficult bits. If you’re offered
a bike that, for example ‘just needs a new generator’,
call a specialist and find out the price and
availability before buying. Also, all that glitters is
not gold; originality is valued on old bikes, and a
tidy bike cheaply rebuilt with bits from other models
(or universal parts like mudguards and handlebars)
is probably going to be worth less than a scruffier
one with all the correct bits.

Having decided what you want, I’d recommend
joining an owners’ club. You don’t need to be an
owner and bikes are often for sale. You’ll get help

‘JOIN AN OWNERS’ CLUB... YOU’LL
GET HELP AND ADVICE AND

ALMOST CERTAINLY A FAIR DEAL’

Spannering supremo Rick Parkington cogitates
on your (and his) motorcycle maladies

classicbike.workshop@bauermedia.co.uk

W O R K S H O P

and advice and almost certainly a fair deal – nobody 
wants to be accused of conning a fellow member! 

Wheeler dealers seldom register vehicles in their 
own name, so check the V5. A bike that has been 
owned (and used) a long time is preferable to one 
bought to sell. When it comes to projects to do up, 
the V5 may be missing/lost, which isn’t necessarily 
suspicious but can be a pain to sort out. If the bike 
has been imported from abroad, import duty may 
be payable when you register it. 

Er... and one more thing. Actually, not all engine 
and frame numbers match – it’s best if they’re the 
original pair, but not all are the same actual 
number. Triumphs are, but others, such as Hondas, 
most BSAs and even Vincents differ. 

Q Documentation is worth getting, even when buying a project
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W O R K S H O P

I bumped into Ken Adams at
Kempton Park autojumble
and he said thanks for my
suggestion that perhaps his
BSA C15’s sticky clutch was
due to the clutch shock
absorber rubbers breaking
down... but it turned out to
be the old chestnut of a
badly notched clutch centre
and chainwheel, where the
tangs on the plates have dug
into the slots in which they
are supposed to slide.

CBOTY 2015 finalist Job
Hutchings got in touch to
point out that the
recommended cam to liven
up the iron-engined BSA B31
is not the Clubman Gold Star
cams (65-2442 and 2446)
but the Touring profile (65-
2448/24450). He also
advocates fitting an 8:1
compression piston.

And Geoff Maycock emailed
to say he thinks I’m wrong to
say one tooth on a BSA
36-tooth cam is equal to 20°
crank movement; he reckons
it’s five. I always seem to get
in a muddle over this! But
this time I think I’m right.
Because the cam rotates
once for every two crank
rotations, one full turn of the
cam represents 720° of
crank movement. Divide 720
by 36 teeth and you get 20
crank degrees. I think...

Q Notches, worn by the plates,

may cause clutch lift problems

Sticky situations, 
cam confusion 

and hard maths

TOP TIPS

Darren O’Flaherty plans to build his Suzuki
GS1000 engine into a Harris XR65 replica,
making his own frame from chrome-moly steel.

He’s confident about the welding and pipe-
bending, but seeks information about tube
thickness, lug and headstock design. As he says:
“I’m sure after spending years getting all this
right, frame builders don’t want to give up their
secrets, but I could do with some help!”

I like the idea, Darren, but it’s a pretty major
undertaking – especially with an engine as
powerful as a GS thou. I asked my friend Bruce
Hazelgrove for his opinion. A background in
race car chassis fabrication led Bruce into
building frames for, among others, the CND
Laverda and PDQ Vee Max (that made the
cover of MCN in 2004). He says: “You
need a solid understanding of chassis
construction to build or repair frames,
unless you want to end up using your
chin as a brake when the front
end drops off!

“Begin with jig design and
construction. I build the jig
from heavy box-section – scrap
angle iron isn’t up to it. This
will set the position of the key

SPECIAL SUZUKI
Reader Darren has an ambitious frame-building plan, but is it a little too ambitious?

THE BIG FIX

points and lugs and needs to be very strong.
When building the frame, I start with the
heaviest welds first, where distortion will be
greatest, generally the headstock and swingarm
pivot, then follow with the rest. When butting
tubes, profile the cut-end carefully to match the
tube circumference it joins, as whenever weld
has to fill a gap, it will shrink and distort.

“Once built, don’t release the frame from the
jig; it can’t prevent distortion, only

restrain it. You need to anneal the
whole frame by heating it red-hot

with a large (roofer-style) gas
torch two or three times to

relieve the stresses. But it is
always difficult to predict
how a frame will react and
it’s still likely to move
about. There are loads of
tricks you pick up on the
way – but they’re not
secrets, just tools in your
box that sometimes you
need and sometimes
not. Best of luck, but I
think it’ll be a steep

learning curve.”

Q One of Bruce 

Hazelgrove’s more 

ambitious frame jobs, 

housing a Rover V8

Q Let’s work this out; if the crank 

turns 360° the cam turns 180…
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3 Having welded the patch, weld up the hole from the other 

side. You could just use filler, but it may sink, leaving a 

depression under the paint.

1 Cut a tiny patch from a strip of steel and tack-weld it in 

place. Leaving it lightly attached to the strip allows 

accurate positioning over the hole. 

4 Finally, file and buff the weld back to smooth, ready for 

light filling and painting. With care, the hole should be 

invisible once painted.

2 Break off the strip and hammer the patch to a fit the arc 

of the guard. Leaving gaps will encourage burning. A 

smooth fit makes a tidier weld.

RATHER DRAINING
I had an interesting email from
Rohan Rupesinghe, asking 
about the top-end oil drainage 
on his 1948 Triumph Tiger 100. 
Iron-head Triumphs generally 
have external oil pipes that 
drain the oil from the rocker 
boxes into the chromed 
pushrod tubes at front and rear 
of the cylinder. But Rohan says 
although the threaded holes are 
there, the pipes are not and he 
was told that a 1948 model
doesn’t have them. 

I had never heard of this,
but looking in John Nelson’s
excellent book Triumph Tiger
100/Daytona (ISBN 0 85429
489 9) this is correct. The oil
drained through internally-
drilled holes in the head and 
barrel from 1945 to 1950, when 
the pipes were introduced. Well, 
that explains the mystery holes 
I have often wondered about in 
old head gaskets – and shows 
that you need to make sure you 
have the right gasket on these 
early engines. But if Rohan’s 

engine has the threaded holes
for the drains, unless somebody
has drilled some, his head may
not have the internal drain 
holes. I suggested he pours oil 
into the rocker boxes and 
makes sure it drains. If not he 
will need to fit external pipes.

SPARK OUT
Intermittent faults are enough 
to drive you crazy and Doug 

Jones is getting very fed up with 
the way his 1987 Triumph 
T140 (Harris) Bonneville has 
conked out with no sparks on a 
couple of occasions, firing back 
up again after a short while at 
the roadside. A competent auto-
electrician can find nothing 
amiss and the Boyer unit and 
coils have been returned to the 
manufacturer for checking and 
have been passed as OK. 

Well, first off, this sort of
problem seems common with
electronic ignition which, while 
low-maintenance and efficient, 
is very sensitive to voltage and 
earth problems, so make sure 
that none of the ignition wiring 
is close to HT or charging wires 
and that earths are good – 
ideally separately wired rather 
than relying on the frame itself. 

But Doug’s problem took me 
back to my old T140, which 
had an irritating misfire when 
pulling away. I blamed the 
carburation, but it was a wiring 
fault; you turn the bars more 
when pulling away than in 
normal riding and I had a 
broken wire at the headstock.

Lucas ignition switches also 
have a tendency for the spade 
terminals on the back to work 
loose, which causes the same 
trouble. Doug has fitted a 
bypass switch, which I guess 
creates a separate power supply 
from the battery, cutting the 
harness out of the circuit. It’s  
a good ‘get you home’ idea,  

Permanently patch holes in mudguards
HOW TO

Mudguards have a tendency to acquire spurious holes. Here’s a tidy way to weld them up before filling and repainting.

Q Oil drain holes are essential 

in pre-1950 Triumph gaskets
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but sooner or later these
problems can cease being
intermittent and leave you
stranded, usually miles from 
anywhere. Doug says he’d
prefer that it stops altogether, 
so the fault reveals itself, but it 
would be better it does that 
when you’re near to home!

GRUBBY GUZZI
Seeking to preserve the patina 
on his recently-acquired Moto 
Guzzi Airone Sport, Harry 
Attrill is concerned that 
detergent-based cleaners may 
be too aggressive for the 
original paint and transfers. 
He asks what I’d use to safely 
remove 60 years of dirt.  

When I worked for Indian 
specialist Alan Forbes, he
suggested paraffin for cleaning 

unrestored bikes. I couldn’t get
any and used white spirit
which was perhaps too 
effective, leaving the surface
dry and open to corrosion. 

For general protection, I 
spray the bike with WD40 or
similar. I’m told ACF 50 spray
is very good and a friend of
mine swears by an American
product called ‘Fluid Film’
which seems to leave a durable
but non-drying, weather-
resistant coating.

It’s worth bearing in mind
that the paint has survived this
long and is probably more
durable than you think. 

GRAUNCHY GUZZI
Andy Reynolds got in touch
through my blog 
(rickparkington.co.uk) to ask

if I think he may have knocked
a tooth off the rear drive of his
1987 Guzzi 1000. He was
trying to lock the engine to
tighten the crankshaft nut and,
unaware that the correct
method is to insert a
screwdriver through the
timing inspection hole, locked
the engine in gear with a lump
of wood in the rear wheel. But

when he got to around 70lb ft
he heard a loud clunk...

Doesn’t sound encouraging, 
but I’d be surprised if the drive 
is damaged. My guess is that 
the bike wasn’t properly in 
gear and jumped on its dogs.  
A slight undercut on gearbox 
engaging dogs encourages
them to jump back into
engagement again if they slip 
out. Glasgow Moto Guzzi 
specialist Mel Robinson
(guzzitech.co.uk) agrees and 
adds that anything seriously 
amiss in the rear drive can 
usually be felt by turning the 
wheel on the centre stand.

On the other hand, since a 
broken tooth floating about in 
there could lock the wheel, it 
might be worth dismantling it 
for peace of mind!

W O R K S H O P

My mate Gary Upton wanted to know which way the cable should
rotate for the chronometric speedometer on his Matchless. He’d
bought a new cable and drive, and the speedo had broken soon
after. “The cable came out the top of the drive instead of the
bottom, so I guess it rotates the wrong way,” he lamented. “It cost
a lot to fix, so I don’t want to break it again!”

Having been playing about with speedos recently, this surprised
me because all chronometric speedos rotate the same way – the
cable goes anti-clockwise, or, seen from above, clockwise, like the
needle. And I don’t think rotating it the wrong way would damage
it anyway – it just won’t work. But it got me thinking. The 
Norvin’s speedo has never worked. I tried another, no good. I
found that the drive box was broken and replaced it. Still no good;
then I lost interest. But because Vincent’s rear drive is on the left,

SPEEDO HAD
ME IN A SPIN
Top exit? Bottom exit? Clockwise rotation? Anti-clockwise

rotation? A confusing problem or just a distraction?

RICK’S PATCH

Q Guzzi rear drive should be 

stronger than your spanner hand

Q Top or bottom exit doesn’t affect a speedo drive’s direction of rotation

the Norton rear wheel has to be reversed... but that means the 
speedo drive is going backwards. Ha! 

But what about Gary’s problem? Well, apparently the speedo 
needle started flicking before failing, which is a sure sign that the 
inner cable was too long, pushing the drive gears inside the clock 
far enough out of engagement to jump and eventually strip their 
teeth. Looks like the cable caused the problem, not the drive. 
How’s that? Two problems solved in one! 
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ACCOMPLISHED STRIPPER

Left overnight with a thick coat, the

Polycell stripper removed the lacquer

successfully, although it seemed a fairly

wasteful process.

TARNISHED VARNISH ON THE FRAME

NEEDED REMOVING,WHICH MEANT

A STRIPDOWN AND SOME STRIPPING

GETTING GROUND-IN GUNK OUT

And this is after an hour in the parts

washer! The fiddly corners of the oil tank

sump were only accessible with a finger,

no room for a brush.

DOING THE WASHING UP

Several does of piping hot water and

washing up liquid finally cleaned the

sludge out of the tank. Jif cream cleaner

cleaned the sink afterwards…

SOMETHING I STRIPPED EARLIER

Natty slotted bracket enables you to slide 

the obstructed bottom engine bolt as far 

as it will go and then lift the engine out or 

back in easily. 

WORDS AND PHOTOGRAPHY: R ICK PARKINGTON

Working on the basis that most breakdowns are
electrical, Rick’s roped in a looming man to move
CB’s project Rickman Bonneville Street Metisse 

along with a bit of Ferreting about...

TRIUMPHRICKMAN

L  
ook at this,” frowns wiring expert Ferret, examining the 
project Metisse. “Fantastic bike, fantastic engineering, but 
they’ve just taken a Triumph Bonneville wiring harness and 
chopped it about to fit; however good the bike, they always 
save money on the electrics!” 

Ferret’s legendary mobile wiring service tours the country, area by area. 
He’ll wire your bike at your place, all he needs is good light and power – 
and cups of tea. Luckily, a cancellation locally enabled him to fit us in, 
because otherwise he’s booked up for most of 2016. 

Ferret won’t wire a bike that can’t be run up for testing afterwards, but 
in this case he made an exception – the plan is to enter the Metisse in the 
April Bonhams Auction at Stafford Show and time’s very tight. He 
agreed to lay out the loom on this visit, then take it away for cloth 
binding, as it was originally, so it’s down to me to get the bike finished 
in time for his return next month. 

Ferret learned his craft wiring ’70s and ’80s Japanese bikes. He 
says: “Motorcycle wiring then was at its peak, Honda especially, so 
I apply the same principles to all bikes I rewire. Good design 
allied to advances in electronics mean there’s no reason a British 
or even Italian bike should have inherently dodgy electrics.”

This time, however, he’s agreed to take a traditional 
approach. This is the first Rickman Metisse road bike  
ever built, so we have decided to keep it as standard as 
possible. I foolishly gestured to a new replica Triumph 
harness that came with the bike. “Oh yes,” snapped 
Ferret. “That will make an interesting case 
study!” So that was me told… 

W H A T  R I C K ’ S

 B E E N  U P  T O

TOTALLY 
WIRED 
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Q The bare frame stripped of lacquer. Just a bit of rebuilding now, then... 

Q Coils have two windings: 

secondary (HT) and primary 

(low tension). Both connect 

to a common earth; the 

primary has a much lower 

resistance than the HT.

Q The three wires should be insulated 

from earth, but show under 2 ohms 

continuity between each other. Rotor 

magnetism fails with age, it should 

pick a spanner off the bench.

W O R K S H O P

I haven’t been idle this month. Original owner Peter Brewis had 
protected the frame with varnish – but now yellowed, like honey, 
it needed to come off. So I had to strip the bike down.  

Taper-roller head bearings made fork removal easy. The massive 
15/8in (42mm) Rickman fork stanchions, allegedly made from 
lightweight Reynolds 531 tubing, look huge but were fitted in 
order to offer greater support for the front disc. This was the dawn 
of motorcycle disc brakes, and nobody was sure how much stress 
was involved, so over-specification made sense. I suspect the same 
is true of the front hub – it looks like a giant drum brake with a 
disc inside, but it is, in fact, a large aluminium disc carrier, the 
diameter keeping the spokes very short – and thus strong.  

I generally use a wire wheel to get paint off, but in order to 
preserve the nickel, this time I went chemical. I won’t go on about 
modern paint stripper again. Suffice to say I wasted my money on 
an old favourite that proved ineffective; the tin warned ‘Contains 
Methanol’, so perhaps it would work better inside the tank than 
on the outside… I tried again with a weird Polycell cream that at
least smelled a bit threatening. Painting it on didn’t work, but if
spread thickly and left – ideally overnight - it did the job... but it

took a full tub. It seems that methylene chloride was the active
ingredient of really effective paint stripper, but the fumes are pretty
toxic. With the old stuff I could strip a frame in an evening, so it
was easy to do outdoors. This took three days of overnight soaks, 
making it an indoor job – and the fumes in the shed each morning 
were strong enough that I kept Finbar indoors; not so good.   

With the shocks disconnected, I could wriggle the oil tank out 
for cleaning. Pre-paper filter engines leave deposits in the oil tank 
sump that are not always removed on draining, so it’s worth 
washing the tank thoroughly every few years – more frequently if 
the engine is a bit smoky. Flushing through with white spirit 
thinned the goo, but failed to remove the whole lot, so after a 
messy poke about in the corners with my finger I washed it out 
with hot water and detergent in the sink. Ever tolerant, Judy 
doesn’t mind so long as I clean up after myself! It took several fills 
before the water came clean (and as long again to clean the sink 
afterwards) but it was time well spent. 

Designed with separate gearbox engines in mind, the unit-
construction Bonneville engine is an easy fit in the frame, and  
I attached the top fairing and headlight mount for Ferret’s visit. 
Next step was to use photos and the old wire harness to figure out 
what components went where. Ferret thought the bike was 
originally six-volt, with the original Triumph Lucas 88SA ignition 

‘AS THIS BIKE HAS HAD ELECTRICAL 
PROBLEMS IN THE PAST, THERE’S NO 
POINT ASSUMING ANYTHING IS OK’

ALTERNATOR

COILS
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“The only repro harnesses I trust are

those made by OE manufacturers for

Japanese bikes, Hondas particularly, and

I don’t mean New Old Stock the clue is

in the name ‘old’. There can be any

amount of corrosion inside that you’ll only

reveal by pulling it apart and remaking it.”

(I NCORPORATI NG WHY H E DOESN’T

LI KE REPRO HARN ESSES)

TERM I NALLY M ETICU LOUS

Joining wires at a terminal creates

potential for two contact problems, cable

to cable AND cable to terminal. I solder

splice the wires inside the loom.

KEEPI NG IT N ICE AN D TI DY

Comparing repro with a factory original;

this and another branch are two or three

inches out of place; makes a big

difference when you try to fit it neatly.

SLIGHTI NG TH E BU LLET

These bullets are cheap replacements for

the proper Lucas type; when you pull

them from the connector, the insulation

creeps back, exposing the cable.

D O I N G  I T  T H E 

F E R R E T  W A Y

Q The secondary is measured between the HT 

socket and one LT terminal. HT coils can vary 

from around 4 to 6000 ohms but left and right 

should read similar.

Q One primary winding is a bit lower than the 

other, which may indicate an internal short – it’ll 

work, but Ferret recommended replacing both 

coils, just to be on the safe side.

Q Although tatty, these are pretty tough. 

Incorrect polarity kills rectifiers. A ‘+’ sign 

means (mounting) ‘stud positive’, ie  

for a positive earth electrical system.

Q So check from either outer to the middle, 

and to earth – stud or fourth terminal – then 

reverse the leads and try again, only one 

way should conduct. It’s OK.  

Q Rectifiers are a set of diodes, so current 

only goes one way through each connection. 

Outer terminals are AC (alternator) current 

in, the middle DC (to battery) out.

Q Friction is the 

killer; you want 

ten thou air gap 

all around the 

rotor. If it’s 

tight, loosen the 

nuts, insert a 

10 thou blade at 

the tight spot 

and retighten. 

Q If that doesn’t work, remove 

the stator and open the holes out 

to 8.5mm. That will give enough 

space to manoeuvre the stator 

on the studs for clearance. 

RECTIFIER



NEXT
MONTH

‘With any luck, we’ll 

have a runner,’ says 

Rick, optimistically 

Q The original loom – there was plenty for Ferret to improve upon

W O R K S H O P

and light switches concealed under the seat. It’s since been 
upgraded to 12-volt with an ignition lock under the seat and a 
‘toggle’ light switch in the fairing. We’re going to retain the 
ignition lock but fit the original-type light switch more accessibly 
under the seat, so I made a bracket for that. 

I’m used to doing my own rewires, but I’ve always been 
impressed by Ferret in action. His service is not only efficient and 
professional, but comprehensive. He begins with a full component 
check: “Since we know that this bike has had electrical problems 
in the past, there’s no point assuming anything is OK,” he said. 
“But equally, just because some of the these parts are 50 years old, 
that doesn’t mean they are automatically scrap.” 

The tatty rectifier, for example, tested OK – but since we had a 
new Lucas one in the box, it seemed only prudent to fit it. The 
ignition switch had a wobbly contact, but we were able to swap 
the lock barrel – and original key – into a new one. The coils were 
borderline; Ferret said they’d probably still work, but a low 
reading on the primary winding would use extra current and since 
he stocks new Lucas coils (although now made in India) again 
replacement made sense. A modern sealed battery fitted the 
battery carrier and will prevent risk of damage from acid spillage.

Fortunately, Peter Brewis wasn’t one to throw things away and 
an older, smaller battery carrier in the boxes confirmed the bike’s 
six-volt origins. There are two sidestands, too. One fits in the 
conventional position, exiting through a hole in the fairing, but we 
also have the original (looking at the pictures) which was fitted 
behind the gearbox. This stand may have been a bit weak; the 
bracket was bent but easily straightened; interestingly, there’s no 

visible spring – the stand is held up by a click ball, pretty neat. 
So what’s the plan? “What I’m going to do is try to keep the 

harness looking the same, but make it fit the bike properly,” said 
Ferret. “Sort of build the loom it should have had in the first 
place.” Ferret always begins at the tail-light, continuing with the 
other wires that run along the spine of the frame and adding the 
offshoots afterwards. He adds extra earths where possible – or 
essential in the case of the fibreglass tail unit – but instead of the 
typical ring terminal round one of the bolts, it is carefully soldered 
to the socket and included in the harness. 

The finished job, ready for binding, looks way neater than the 
old Triumph loom and also deceptively simple – which is probably 
why nobody takes wiring very seriously. But there’s a lot to Ferret’s 
process. It’s really no different to any other aspect of restoration: 
research, preparation, effort and finally reward. But I’m onstage 
next – I’ve got four weeks to get the bike into a state where we can 
start it up next time Ferret comes round. See you then... 

‘THERE’S A LOT TO FERRET’S 
PROCESS: RESEARCH, PREPARATION, 

EFFORT AND FINALLY REWARD’
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BANTAM 
JOHN

A
lthough you’re likely to know John Phelan’s, er, 
cheery face from just about every major autojumble, 
his business premises is in Chesterfield, Derbyshire. 
‘Sheffield British Motorcycles’ (‘Serving the 
Empire’) may not be in Sheffield but it definitely 
caters for British Motorcycles. Not European, not 

Japanese –British.
“Bloke rang me up asking if I had pistons for his Honda. I said, 

‘Right, here’s what to do, hire a van or a trailer and put the bike 
on the back... and take it down the 
dump’.” A 56-year-old former wood and
metalwork teacher, ‘Bantam John’
delights in Yorkshire’s famed intolerance
of fools, but not without the (well hidden)
twinkle in the eye that is its salvation;
there is bigotry here, but ironic rather
than dogmatic. And there is also one hell
of a lot of parts for British bikes. John
specialises in original pistons, he 
specialises in original big end shells; but
he also specialises in newly-manufactured reproduction parts, like
seats (“My seat bases are pressed on the same tool that made them
for Triumph,” he beams). John specialises in original tank badges
(“You realise they were all made by Lucas, don’t you?”) He 
specialises in petrol tanks. And mudguards. And exhausts. And... 
well, let’s take a look around. 

The business is housed in what was formerly the Town Hall – 
with overspill (and there is a great deal of it) packed into an 
adjacent church. Yes, a church. The privilege of being allowed 
behind the scenes opens up another world. Past the counter, we 

enter a large, divided room, rammed with stock of all kinds. 
Around a corner are three desks, piled high with parts and papers. 
“My original desk got a bit cluttered, so I got another one, but it 
happened again... Anyway, did you know I bought Unity Equipe?” 
He gestures to an immense pile of café racer accessories and 
casting patterns for racing parts heaped on the floor. Threading 
past Unity Mountain we reach the ‘packing area’ where a vast 
spread of mudguards masks boxes and packing tape. “Over here’s 
the wheel-building section...” (wheel rims and spokes and stacks of 

fuel tanks in boxes). We turn around, 
“There’s a couple of restorations going on 
over here.” A Golden Flash barely visible 
amid more boxes. “And through here’s 
the workshop.” Two mechanics look up 
from a Royal Enfield two-stroke in a 
modest room at the back of the building. 
“Slave driver he is...” they say, grinning. 
“Get on with your work,” he replies; face 
stony, but eyes twinkling. 

Into the parts department. Imagine the 
largest and most wide-ranging autojumble stall you ever saw, then 
imagine every part is new and then, that instead of ones and twos, 
there is a large box or drawer full of every single item. Indeed, so 
jaw-droppingly vast and varied is the stock that it’s impossible 
even for John to summarise his inventory further than ‘British 
motorcycle parts from 1910 to 1980’. His hand shoots into a box 
at random. “Grey Norman knee-grip rubbers, hundreds of ’em. 
Where else in the world are you going to find that?” Another box, 
brim-full with castellated, threaded sleeves. “Have one of these, 
dunno what it is; came out of the Triumph factory – maybe an 

Visits to specialists usually make straightforward features. 
Who is it? What do they supply? Where are they? A visit to 

‘Bantam John’ Phelan adds another dimension, one that 
makes the others slightly frivolous: ‘What’s this all about?’

‘MY ORIGINAL DESK GOT A 
BIT CLUTTERED, SO I 

BOUGHT ANOTHER ONE, 
BUT IT HAPPENED AGAIN’ 
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Q Like Aladdin’s Cave – if 

Aladdin had been obsessed 

with British motorcycles

Q John’s desk:

‘A bit cluttered’

Q Yes, there

are even more

spares up there

Q Rick gets a smile 

out of Bantam John

exhaust ring for the wartime generator engines...” Drawers open, 
“C15 kickstarts... Tiger Cub kickstarts...” John gaily points out 
that if he sold a ton of spares every day he wouldn’t live to see his 
shop empty. Another box contains BSA C15 frame lugs – not all of 
them, just the ones at the bottom of the seat support tube. 
Triumph front brake plate shoe pivots? They never wear out, but 
here’s a boxful, and I don’t mean a couple of dozen but hundreds. 

The quantity of stock simply beggars belief, but it has to be said 
that not all of it is exactly, well, fast moving items. Why keep parts 
that will never sell? Wouldn’t it make sense to keep a handful and 
dump the rest? Ah, but I confess that if John chucked the dead 
stock in a skip, I’d be one of the many pulling it all out again;  
after all you never know when you might need one... How many 
of us is truly ruthless enough to throw parts away, however 
seemingly useless? A picture is forming; this is not just ‘stock’,  
I need to look closer.

First then, why ‘Bantam’ John? His stubborn attachment to 
British bikes (and BSA Bantams in particular), John explains 
simply: “First bike syndrome: I rode a D10 Sports to school –  
GCB 230E, if anyone’s got it.” John became known on the jumble 
circuit for obsessively buying Bantams and parts, aiming to collect 
every model from every year. Eventually he got there. “I’ve got 70 
Bantams – and, er, a 1948 Monark,”  he says, clearly 
uncomfortable. “It’s Swedish. I don’t have foreign bikes, but it 
were Monark’s order for 125cc two-stroke engines that got BSA 
making the Bantam, so I had no choice…” 

Old bike junkies often turn dealer to fund their habit, but 
instead of simply taking occasional autojumble stalls, John took 
the characteristically bold step of packing up teaching and buying 
up the entire stock of West Midlands dealer Bob Joyner. 

“Bob had cleared the Redditch BSA factory stock of parts, back 

when it closed, right; but he had a fire and wanted to sell up, so I
went and had a look. People were trying to cherry-pick the best of 
the stock, but I told him I’d take the lot.” Antique dealers call it
‘taking the good with the bad’; in other words, you won’t get top 
money for that Old Master hanging over Grannie’s fireplace but 
neither will you be stuck taking the rest to the tip.

“I collected 16 vanloads and then Bob said, as a sort of 
afterthought, ‘Are you interested in the stuff that wasn’t damaged 
in the fire too...?’ So we started all over again.” 

Since then, John has adopted a sort of ‘Pac Man’ business 
model, putting his profits into buying any dealer stock that comes 
up for sale, or property in which to accommodate it. What makes 
him special is his refusal to stop at a scrapyard en-route home to 
weigh in those ‘generator Triumph exhaust nuts’ (that’s not what 
they are, by the way; I checked) or anything else that even the 
factory that made it couldn’t shift. Can this be business sense? 

“I’ve lived in the same house for 35 years and I don’t go on 
fancy holidays – I’ve never been abroad in my life. I only had three 
days off last year and one of them was Christmas. If all I wanted 
to do was make money, I’d hire out a fleet of taxis or summat.”

I believe him. I mean, the business is clearly prosperous but I see 
no pension-fund warehouse full of Vincents and Broughs, Bentleys 
or Ferraris here – the man collects Bantams for Pete’s sake!

John doesn’t exactly court custom. His current advertising 
campaign majors on Kipling’s poems and he is as unrepentant as 
he is well-known for being ‘blunt’ with customers. 

“Hey, I got some ‘hate mail’ from some blokes, grumbling I was 
buying up all the parts they needed and hoarding them, how about 
that?” he grins. 

I glance through the doors of the stockroom church, Aladdin’s 
Cathedral; piles upon piles, seemingly endless rows of drawers and 

‘I ONLY HAD THREE DAYS OFF  
LAST YEAR AND ONE OF THEM  

WAS CHRISTMAS’ 



107

Q No inventory, no 

computer, just loads 

of brilliant stuff

Q Every box is  

full to the brim

Q You never know 

when you might 

need one...

Q The mudguard-

blockaded 

packing area

cardboard boxes with exhausts festooned overhead. “Well,” I 
suggest tentatively, “If you’ve got the bits, shouldn’t you sell them 
to people who need them?”

“I bloody do!” comes the indignant reply, “But I can’t spend all 
day counting out fibre washers for people!” A sign on the wall says 
‘Minimum Sale Value £25’. “Hey, will you say in your article that 
on average I tell four people a day to sod off?” 

Can this be real? Anyone who has stood on the till side of the 
counter, or simply had a bellyful of retail insincerities like ‘enjoy!’ 
and ‘have a nice day!’ may find something refreshing here; but the 
easily-offended will be equally satisfied, and, let’s be frank, 
Bantam John has upset a lot of people. 

I roll back the years to when I stood on the oily floorboards of 
dingy shops, waiting for the brown stores-coated grump behind 
the counter to look up from his paper. Around him towered the 
fusty stock of long-gone local dealerships, scavenged from 
dispersal sales by a smaller fish with lower overheads. Experience 
told him that you were yet another timewaster and even if he 
accepted that you weren’t, he clearly regarded selling you parts as 
a personal favour. If, by your third or fourth visit, you had still not 
annoyed him, maybe he’d say ‘A’right son?’ and you were in.  

To understand John, I suggest you forget the trade and think of 
the enthusiast you meet through an owners club, the guy who’s 

been amassing parts for 50 years. He probably has what you need, 
he’ll probably let you have it – but money isn’t the sole currency 
here and a pushy remark will see the door slam in your face. 

Too successful to be summed up as enthusiasm-over-business-
sense and too progressive to be just a retirement home for old 
spares (John seeks out specialists to remanufacture scarce items, 
prioritising UK companies and, if possible, using original industry 
suppliers) Sheffield British Motor Cycles is essentially about man’s 
passion for collecting old motorcycles, and the information and 
ephemera that surrounds them. Encyclopaedic knowledge makes it 
easier for John to work largely alone – the only computer here is 
between his ears. Here, among all those tons of sought-after new-
old-stock parts, rest the factories’ mistakes; the over-ordered 
stock, the failed projects, the unwanted components left cluttering 
factory stockrooms in case they came in useful (but didn’t). John 
Phelan provides sanctuary for all those things we’d all hate to see 
scrapped... but would rather not have to house ourselves. 

 “Way I see it, I’m preserving this stuff and I’ve got plenty of 
space to store it. No doubt one day I’ll be found dead under a pile 
of silencers or summat; an’ it won’t matter to me what happens to 
it after that.”

 My credulity has been stretched to its limit today, but I’m not 
sure I quite believe that. 
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ALTERNATINGCURRENTS

Q Having oiled the drive with the 

Vincent, Rupe fashioned some 

sticks to throw for the dog... 

OUR CLASSICS
Rupert attempts to deal with a woodpile, a hound and a Black Shadow – which will prove most difficult 

to sort? Plus, Rick delves into his Goldie and Naishy smokes his GS (or is it the other way around?) 

W O R K S H O P

While I endure the endless wait to save up
enough cash to finish my long-running
John Robinson Enfield twin rebuild, I’ve
had something else in my garage to frown 
at – a Vincent Black Shadow. It isn’t mine, 
obviously. It belongs to my mate Nick 

Michaels, who has owned and ridden it 
for donkey’s years. 

Nick’s a relaxed sort of chap who 
doesn’t really believe in regular 
maintenance, and in the end the Vinnie’s 
fabulously complicated, multi-jointed fuel 
lines started leaking. A couple of years 
after that, the carbs and footrest plates 
were streaked with fuel residue – and the 
back half of the loom was wrecked.

I offered to repair it, but when I went 
over to his place we had such an agreeable 
lunch I didn’t get the job finished. So next 
time I was passing in a van, I picked it up 
and took it back to my place. As Vinnies 
go it’s mildy scruffy, but it starts first kick 

and runs beautifully. It also has a cunning 
oil-tank tap which cuts the magneto wire 
in the off position, and I’d like to cite this 
thing as part of my defence. 

The tap avoids the usual Brit malaise of 
wet sumping, while eliminating the 
possibility of starting the engine with a 
closed oil supply. It tucks under the back 
of the tank, just where you might want to 
put a connector block to separate the 
front loom from the back. The original 
wiring harness doesn’t feature the 
connector, but if you ever want to remove 
the engine it saves disconnecting 
everything at the front of the bike. 

Having fixed the loom, I cobbled up 

Rupe gets his head around the complicated delights of the Vincent Black Shadow’s electrical and oiling systems

1948 VINCENT 

BLACK SHADOW
Rupert Paul

The idiosyncrasies 

of the legendary 

V-twin cause some 

brow-furrowing for 

our Mr Paul...

‘AN INFURIATING 
NIGHTMARE, BUT  

A DELIGHT TO RIDE’
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Last time I tried to sort my Gold Star’s
poor running was during Manx week, but
the piston cracked and left me without a
bike all week. In fact, thinking about it,
that’s when the real trouble started.

After the IoM blow-up I fitted new
cams, but they opened 5° and 7° out –
and once run in, power seemed down. I
bought another inlet that timed spot-on
and performance improved. When I found
an exhaust that also opened on the dot,
I thought my troubles were over, but
looking back it was worse. Cam-
confident, though, I blamed the carb.

Now, I deduce, it must be a valve timing
problem. Although the exhaust cam opens
correctly, it closes 10° early. A little line in
Tuning for Speed caught my eye: ‘the
overlap points are more important than
the others’. Being the space between the
inlet opening and exhaust closing, my
overlap is reduced by 10°. Phil Pearson
(bsagoldstar.co.uk) supplied a new
exhaust that closes at the correct point, so
here’s hoping. A quick test ride suggests
it’s better, but the carburation is all over
the place now. But, enthusiasm rekindled,
I will carry fiddling and see what happens
this time. Till the next time...

A Goldie in the back of your shed

is great, but why was it put there?

Q New cam could be the start of a solution...

n

Vincent Black Shadow

Series C
Dec 2015

Brake
light

Tail
light

Dip
switch

Q Looks like a piece of cake, but Rupert found that when you get

real Vinnie spaghetti in your hands, it’s a different kettle of eels

The month in numbers: Miles Three

Money spent £45 Workshop time 11 hours

PETE NORMAN
1976 Moto Guzzi Le

Mans, Guzzi Krajka

replica, 1979 Morini

350 Sport, 1974

Benelli 250, 1969

Ducati Cadet

GARY PINCHIN
1976 Triumph Tiger 

TR7V, 1979 

Yamaha XS650, 

1957 Matchless 

G3LS, BSA B31/33 

bits, etc...

RICK PARKINGTON
1927 Rex Acme TT, 

1949/56 Norvin, 

1935 Norton Inter, 

1956 BSA Gold 

Star, various BSAs 

and many others...

RICHARD ‘DICKIE’

FINCHER
1970 Norton

Commando

STEWART PARKES
1982 Yamaha TR1

GEZ KANE
1977 Honda

CB460F, 1978

Yamaha TY175,

1965 Gilera 124

RUPERT PAUL
1960 Royal Enfield

Meteor Minor 500,

1998 Ducati

900SS, 1998

Ducati M600

MARK HOLMES
1975 Moto Guzzi T3

PATRICK WALKER 
Several Manx 

Nortons, two 

Internationals, a 

Model 18 and a 

TT100 trials bike

some temporary new 
fuel lines, charged the 
battery and prepared to 
start the engine after 
several months of 
slumber. The only snag 
was the oil tap, which 
someone (most likely 
me) had left in the ‘on’ 
position. The oil tank 
was bone dry. 

I found a drain plug 
in the primary case, 
tapped off a pint or so 
of oil, and refilled the 
tank with what seemed 
like the same amount of 
the 20W50 that Nick 
prefers. True to form, it fired right away 
and I ran it up the road.

I learned my spannering on Japanese 
bikes, by comparison with which a 
Vincent is an over-complicated, infuriating 
nightmare. But riding one is sheer delight. I 
did about two miles, and returned 
grinning with glee – only for my wife to 
point out the great globs of oil dripping 
out of the breathers onto the drive, and 
wrecking my trainers. The oil tank was 
practically bubbling over. Much cleaning, 
draining and cursing ensued, but finally I 
got the level back to where it should be.

But the battery wasn’t charging. 
Curious, I measured the dynamo output 
at tickover. It was 0.2 volts. In other 
words, buggered. Time to ring Vincent 
sage Bob Culver (01462 673705), who 
knows Nick well, and can fix these things.

“Is it a Miller or a Lucas?”
“It doesn’t look like either.”
“Describe it to me.”
“The terminals are marked W and AW.”
“It’s a car dynamo. Someone in the 

owners’ club imported a batch from 
China about 25 years ago. You’ll never 
get spares for it.”

Nick received the news with good 
grace, and is now contemplating whether 
to invest in an Alton alternator or keep it 
standard with a rebuilt dynamo and 
modern regulator. 

Meanwhile, we’ve ordered a new set of 
fuel taps and lines from Bob. I think I’m 
going to fit some air filters, too – but I 
haven’t told Nick that yet...

The month in numbers: Miles 15 Money 
spent £105 Workshop time: Three hours

STARRY 
HIDE

1956 BSA DBD34 GOLD STAR
Rick Parkington 

Rick’s rediscovered his Goldie – and he’s 

still trying to make the thing run right... 
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Q Proper shiny chrome covers grace the newly-

installed correct two-part airbox beneath

W O R K S H O P

The month in numbers: Miles 1

Workshop time Three hours Money £0

‘TO ADD MORE GLEAM,  
I FITTED CLEANED-UP 

ORIGINAL SHOCKS’ 

Although solving the GS’s smoking
problem warrants an off-with-its-head
approach, I deferred that to address the 
Suzi’s breathing. The bike came with an 
empty non-standard airbox, but proper 
parts had been included in the sale.

Chatters on enthusiasts’ website 
aircooledsuzuki.co.uk warned of the nail-
shredding difficulty of getting the carbs off 
and the two-part airbox squeezed into the 
gnarly space ’twixt head and frame, but to 
my delight it wasn’t so tough. Luckily, the 
head and airbox rubbers are still supple, 
enabling plenty of waggle-ability.  

The new airbox has the correct chrome 
– and rust-free – side plates. Oh glee. To 
add further gleam, I decided to fit cleaned-
up original shocks to replace the tired and 
graunchy black Konis. A simple job? Not 
quite. The bottom bolts fouled the 

standard exhausts before they undid fully.
Rather than removing the exhaust system,
I removed the shocks’ top nuts, pulled 
them away from their retaining bolts and
used a bungee round the seat to lift the 
rear wheel and keep it airborne.

Then I could remove the bottom bolts,
swap the shocks, drop the wheel and refit 
the top nuts. Smart, eh? Except that when 
I gave the rear wheel a shove to help the 
bungee lift it, the bike decided to roll off 
its centrestand and fall over. Dang.

Mercifully, I have a new neighbour at 
my lock-up. An actual real-life young man 
who rides motorcycles. The biking gods 
answered my prayers: he rocked upon his 
KTM only moments after my disaster.

The GS is a heavy brute at the best of 
times, plus it has lost its lifting handle 
along the line. With the rear wheel stuffed 
up in the mudguard, hoisting the big Suzi 
back up on the centrestand was beyond 
the power of any lone person smaller and 
less angry than The Incredible Hulk.

With the help if my new best pal, 
however, we hefted it up pretty smartly. 
Thank providence for young bikers. (How 
do we encourage more of them?)

The only damage to the bike was a 
broken-off right footpeg. I peered at the 

frame, expecting to see a pair of snapped 
bolts stuck inside. Nope. Some previous 
owner had decided to replace the originals 
with Allen bolts that were way too short. 
They had clasped into the frame by a mere 
couple of threads. Eeek.

Mr Short Screws had also decided that 
Suzuki used way more fasteners than 
necessary to make their bikes. Bolts and 
screws were missing on the exhaust 
connector, the seat, the horns, the 
tailpiece, the front fairing, crankcase and 
even the head. Fortunately, old Kawasaki 
ones provide a direct fit – and I have boxes 
of those in stock.

Next task should be to take the bike for 
a blast to see how it likes wearing a 
standard intake – air filter and all. But I 
daren’t do that until I fit some modern 
tyres in place of the decades-old Pirellis.

John’s GS can now breathe as Mr Suzuki intended. And it’s a bit prettier...

AIR AND GRACES

1980 SUZUKI 

GS1000S
John Naish

Now a road-legal 

runner, but smoking 

like a steam 

locomotive, the GS 

is moving on up...



SHEFFIELD 

BRITISH 
MOTORCYCLES
Tel: 01246 290021 

01246 281344 
01246 475503
26/30 Lowgates, Stavely, 

Chesterfield S43 3TT

Mon-Fri 9am-7pm.

Callers & collections by appointment 
ALL PLUS P&P

Vapourblast Cleaning
161 344 1004
- Professional Service

- Ultrasonic wash 
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www.peterbestinsurance.co.uk

30 YEARS OF QUALITY CLASSIC INSURANCE

01376 573033
 Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

 Terms & Conditions apply 

PBIS only uses High Quality Insurers. 

Looking for a NEW policy or just a great

deal on your RENEWAL, our Classic

Motorbike policies deliver exceptional

FRYHU�DW�YHU\�D;�RUGDEOH�SUHPLXPV

Multi-Bike Policies

'LVFRXQW�IRU�&OXE�0HPEHUVKLS

FREE Breakdown & Recovery

FREE Agreed Value

Modern Bike Policies

Our ‘BEST’ Deal In 

Classic Motorcycle 
Insurance

Classic Car  -  Modern Car  -  Classic 4x4

Classic Military - Classic Bike - Classic Commercial



THE CLASSIC BIKE  
PARTS AND SERVICES DIRECTORY
Want to contact a specialist? Need electrical components? 

Look no further...

TO ADVERTISE IN THIS SECTION PLEASE CALL 01733 366360

Send an A5 SAE for free spares booklet

TALK TO THE PEOPLE THAT

UNDERSTAND MOTORBIKES

Mk 1 Concentric all sizes

Mk 1 Triple Sets
Mk 2 Concentric
Monobloc 376 & 389 all sizes

Alcohol Mk1 and Mk11
Mk2 Smoothbore, GP3, 10TT9
276 & 289 Pre Monobloc
Matcbox Float Bowl
504 Float Bowl, 302 Float Bowl

Unique to Surrey Cycles – Quality Polished Alloy Bellmouths
Turned from solid billet, screw cut thread, 

stainless steel gauze
To fit Concentric, Monobloc &

Pre Monobloc Carburettors

FULL STOCK OF SPARES
ALL CARBURETTORS JETTED AND SET TO YOUR SPECIFICATIONS FREE
#ONTACT�US�ON�4EL�������������� s &AX� ����� ������
email: info@surreycycles.com or via our website www.surreycycles.com

25 Squires Close, Crawley Down, West Sussex RH10 4JH
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1LJHO������� ������

See us at  

Stafford Classic Bike show
23-24 April 2016 
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HIGH GLOSS BLACK from £80+VAT

SPECIAL OFFER - FRAME and SWINGARM
any size shot blasted and polyester powder coated, followed by hot coat

(other colours available)

MICROBLAST POWDER COATING
Old Yard Workshop, Arthur Road, Windsor SL4 1SE

15 mins from Junction 15 M25 & 5 mins from Junction 6 M4

microblastservices@yahoo.co.uk   www.microblastservices.co.uk

Tel: 01753 620145

THE NAME IN BRAKES THAT YOU KNOW & TRUST
s Professional Service Est 1980
s Brake & Clutch relining specialists
s Classic, Vintage, Specials & Obsolete
s Bonded, Riveted, Machined

s Wide choice of asbestos free lining compounds

s To suit all applications, Road use, Trails & Racing
s 24 Hour mail order service

Custom Brakes & Hydraulics Ltd
Unit 2, Holbrook Rise, Holbrook Ind Estate, Sheffield S20 3FG

Tel: 01142 767971

www.custombrakes.co.uk

AS
SEEN
ON TV

“I Cleenz Macheenz!”
Moderns, Classics, Vintage
& Veterans all cherished!

ALL parts A to Z
Stripped, Decorroded,

Decarbonised, Brightened.
Processes include:

Vapour Bead Blasting
Carb Ultrasonic Cleaning

NO VAT - Plus
Paint, Repairs, Welding,

Machining & Plating Service
Visit web site for loads of pictures

and interesting stuff!

www.icmhome.org.uk
Unit E Franklin Ind Est, London,

SE20 7AE - 020 8766 7164

AllW o rkisfullyG ua ra n teed �M a il Ord er Servicein clud in g Euro p e& U SA
After C a rePro d ucts& In structio n s�Free& Frien d lyAd vice

Trip lePla tin g to theHig hestCo n co u rsS ta n d a rd

V IN TAGE-CLASSIC-CUSTOM BIK ES

COM E& SEEUS ATW ORK -C en tra l En g in eerin g D esig n Ltd

�-xhau stsC hro m ed
��etro lTan ksRep aired & C hro m ed
�'rig htNickel��atin g
�+u llNickel��atin g
��e-S ilv erin g
��ard C hro m in g & Grin d in g
�+u llC hro m in g o fC arb u retto r '
 d ies
� � ateen C hro m in g K ick S tarts
�'rig htZin c��atin g

� ) ad m iu m lo o k -�ectro p lated
Nu ts�'o lts
�'lack& C o lo u r Zin c��atin g
��o lished Ally’-	 g in e C ases
�� irro r �
 lishin g S tain lessS teel
-�hau sts
��ap o u r/'%ad '�astin g Ally’
-	 g in e C ases
� � ltra S o n icC arb u retto r C lean in g

M o n -Fri8.00-5.30�M o stS a ts8.00to 12.00

CHROM ERESTORATION SPECIALISTS

www.ch ro m e re sto ratio n sp e cialist.co .u k
01303 257187

Unit 5-6 North Close Business Park, Shornclif e, Folkestone, Kent CT20 3UH

 

 

VAPOUR BLASTING

ULTRASONIC CLEANING
(IGH 1UALITY s 1UICK TURNAROUND SERVICE

Email: fandjhalliwell@btconnect.com

www.fjmotorcycles.co.uk
Tel/Fax: 01695 722004

Mob: 07778 339841

Unit 2, 3 Wigan Road,

Skelmersdale, Lancs WN8 8NB

BRISTOL 
CHROME PLATING
A full polishing, plating and restoration service 

for classic motorcycles and cars offering:
Copper, nickel, chrome and bright zinc plated 

¿QLVKHV��XOWUDVRQLF�FOHDQLQJ�DQG�YDSRXU�EODVWLQJ�
3ROLVKLQJ�¿QLVKHV�DYDLODEOH�LQFOXGH�IURP�RULJLQDO�

IDFWRU\�WR�PLUURU�¿QLVK�

&DOO�RU�HPDLO�LI�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�GLVFXVV�ZKDW�
ZH�FDQ�RIIHU�

Units 30-31, Barnack Trading Centre
Novershill, Bedminster, Bristol BS3 5QE

Tel 0117 9532255

Email: 
contact@bristolchromeplating.co.uk 

www.bristolchromeplating.com

Quality Chrome Ltd
SPECIALISING IN NICKEL, COPPER,
CHROME, GOLD PLATING, FULL
METAL POLISHING SERVICE,
ELECTRO-PLATING OF STEEL,

COPPER, BRASS AND MOSTALLOYS
Parts collected from your door on

next day delivery anywhere in the UK.
Phone today for friendly advice.

ALLWORK IS CARRIED OUT BY
OURSELVES IN OUR FULLY EQUIPPED

PLATING PLANT.

QUALITYCHROME LTD,
UNIT 1 & 2 MALTON STREET,
WITHAM, HULLHU9 1BA

TELEPHONE & FAX (DAY) 01482 589838

Email: sales@qualitychrome.co.uk

Website: www.qualitychrome.co.uk

All work guaranteed to British Standards

CUMBRIA Woolpack Inn

At the foot of Hardknott Pass... 
...one of England’s most exciting roads. 
B&B ♦ Camping ♦ Pub ♦ WiFi ♦ Cafe ♦ 

Car park ♦ Wood Burning Pizza Oven ♦ Real Ale 
OPEN ALL DAY ♦ BIKERS WELCOME 

www.woolpack.co.uk office@greendoor.me 
Tel: 01946 723230

  

 

VAPOUR – BEAD – GRIT

– ULTRASONIC

Fine Limit Cleaning
and Finishing Specialists

Also Welding, Stove Enamel
& Powder Coating

Office: 01895 263890
HEATHROW, MIDDLESEX

AQUA BLASTING 
POLISHING

Quality - Affordable - Fast!
Drop off or Postal service

MDR SERVICES

01789 263950
07761116557

Call anytime
Stratford Upon Avon

mdrservices.co.uk

  
  

    
   

 
  

  
  

  
   

  

  

(01792) 233052
E-mail: jrs@jrs.uk.com www.jrs.uk.com

MOTORCYCLE
CARBURETTOR SPECIALISTS

BATTERIES BIKER FRIENDLY

BIKE STORAGE

BLAST CLEANING

BOOKS
AND MANUALS

BRAKES

CARBURETTORS

CHROME 

PLATING

CHROME PLATING

BOOKS 

AND MANUALS

To place an advert, call Fran Chiarizia on 01733 366360







www.hagon-shocks.co.uk

Motorcycle Tyre Sales. Specialising in Dunlop Road & 
Race, Classic & Modern tyres. All major brands supplied. 
“Ride in, ride out”, mail order tyres to UK & Europe. 

Call or email now for a quote on the best prices!

Unit 1, Perkins Yard, Derby. DE21 4AW 

Telephone: 01332 331716    rob@racinglines.co.uk 

www.racinglines.co.uk

WHEELHOUSE
TYRES

info@wheelhousetyres.co.uk
www.wheelhousetyres.co.uk

WOKING

SURREY

DAVENTRY

NORTHANTSE
AW

GIRLING REPLICAS
from £44-95p pair plus P&P

Wassell Series 6 & 9 £79-99p each plus P&P 
Wassell Series 9 Evolution £84-99p each plus P&P

Replacement for OEM 600/900 Jetted to your requirements

Visit: www.eawmc.co.uk
Tel: 01483 473989
for a quote or list to be sent

See us at Shepton Mallet, 5th March & Kempton Park, 12th March

STAINLESS STEEL
FROMD. Middleton & Son

Kits for Norton Commando’s

34 YEARS OF EXPANDING AND HONING MY RANGE FOR MOTORCYCLES
Stainless Steel Bolts, Nuts, Allen Screws, Hose Clips, Exhaust Clamps, Nipples, Bar, etc. 

Cycle, BSF, BSW, BSP, UNF, UNC Metric and Metric Fine.

D. Middleton, Unit 5, Lady Ann Mills, Batley, W. Yorks, England WF17 0PS

Tel: 01924 470807 (24-hour). Fax: 01924 470764

Email: sales@stainlessmiddleton.co.uk

www.stainlessmiddleton.co.uk

01789 459 234

ENGINEERING
Unit 6, Love Lane Industrial Estate, Bishop’s Castle, Shropshire. SY9 5DW

Tel 01588 630288
Frame design/fabrication Bespoke engineering

malarkeyengineering.co.uk mal@malarkeyengineering.co.uk

PERFECT FOR 
WINTER RIDING
OR LAYING UP

BIKEDRYERS.CO.UK
TEL: +44 (0)20 8502 7034

www.motorcycletouringspain.net
Tel: Ron 0034 660559383

We ride all year round !!

BMW Classic
Motorcycle Touring

in Spain

SPEEDO REPAIRS
CHRONOMETRIC & BRITISH 
MOTORCYCLE INSTRUMENT 

SPECIALIST

Tel/Fax: (01252) 329826
Mobile: 07824 884434

http://www.speedorepairs.co.uk
Email: a.pople@btconnect.com

Speedo Repairs, c\o A & E Coachworks,
Unit 12/13 Station Yard, Ashchurch Road, Aldershot GU12 6LX

MOTORCYCLE COLLECTION
& DELIVERY SERVICE

07774 964386 or 01244 532443

www.accelerationcads.co.uk

Call ACCELERATION

• Nationwide and fully insured
• 20 years experience, competitive rates
• Secure storage available
• Satellite navigation systems fitting thus
ensuring a speedy delivery any time
• Vans are fully equipped to hold securely
Also for Scooters – Quads – Pushbikes – ATVʼs
Sidecars – Mobility Scooters, etc. Call for details

SHOCK ABSORBERS

SPARES AND PARTS

SPEEDOMETERS

STAINLESS STEEL

STICKERS/ TRANSFERS

TOURS

TRAILERS

TRANSPORTATION

TYRES

WHEELS

WHEELS

WEB DIRECTORY

Please mention

when responding to adverts



Classic Car | Classic Bike | Modern Car | Modern Bike | Kit Car | Collectors | Classic Motor Trade | Household

Policies from

£76
**

****

Salvage retention

Ride to work

Track day cover

Wedding hire cover

and many more

Agreed value

Shows and events

Helmets & leathers (up to a limit of £750)

European motoring (up to 35 days per trip)

Riding other classics

Breakdown with options to include
European cover and Homestart

Specialist rates for club members

Classic benefi ts 
included*:

Cover options*:

*All cover is subject to insurers terms and conditions, which is available upon request. **1954 Norton ES2 500cc/ Value: £4500. Main policy only and does not include any FJ+ cover 

options. All premiums assume it is not the main vehicle and includes Insurance Premium Tax. Male rider aged over 25 years old, 2000 annual limited mileage, and full clean driving 

licence with no claims or convictions. Member of associated club. Postcode OX10, vehicle garaged with no modifi cations. Includes a £10 arrangement fee.

Footman James is a trading name of Towergate Underwriting Group Limited. Registered in England No. 4043759. Registered Address: Towergate House, Eclipse Park, Sittingbourne Road, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 3EN. Authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority. Telephone calls may be recorded.  FP ADCB204.11.14

Part of the Towergate Group

0333 207 6014
or visit footmanjames.co.uk

Classic insurance redefi ned.
Tailor your classic bike insurance policy to suit your needs. 

To discover the Footman James difference, call our friendly UK 
team for a quote today.

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am
- 4pm. *Based on an average customer saving of £243. Saving
compared to buying two separate Carole Nash policies. Average
customer = 48 year old male with 7 years NCB, riding a Honda
900RR Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. Carole Nash Insurance
Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a
trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in
England and Wales no. 2600841.

0800 093 5599
You can only get this offer by calling

Based on reviews from
January 2015  June 2015

of customers

would recommend

Carole Nash96
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

I ride more than one bike, 
which means I could save up to 
£243 with a Multi-Bike policy*

If you ride more than one bike, 
you could save money!*

carolenash.com
/ insidebikes @insidebikes

Six Wheel  |  Modern Bike  |  Off Road  |  Custom  |  Future Classic  |  Classic  |  Vintage

Vintage & Veteran
The Friendly Motorcycle People

Please see our website for more photos and more bikes

We also supply ball and roller bearings for  
older vehicles and classic oil & lubricants

www vinandvet com   01283 509562

1946 Velocette KSS..............................................................£11,000

1914 Bramble Sidecar.......................................................... £3,750

1928 Norton CS1 ................................................................ £24,999

1913 BSA 2 speed ............................................................... £19,500

1923 Triumph Ricardo ....................................................... £21,450

1935 Rudge Ulster .............................................................. £17,500

1947 Ariel Square Four ...................................................... £15,995

1934 Norton ES2/Inter ....................................................... £17,995

1916 WD Rudge Multi ....................................................... £16,500

1928 Douglas DT ................................................................ £23,995

1925 Norton Big 4 .............................................................. £19,995

1928 BSA OHV Sloper ....................................................... £10,500

1939 AJS Model 18 ............................................................. £17,500

1930 Sunbeam Model 9/90................................................. £15,500

1928 Douglas DT 1947 Square Four



Conditions of Acceptance: For private advertisers only and for trade by prior agreement. No correspondence can be entered into. Unfortunately we cannot guarantee that your advertisement will appear in a particular issue. Bauer Media

does not accept any errors or mistakes in adverts. All advertisements are subject to approval of the publisher, who reserves the right to amend, refuse, withdraw or otherwise deal with copy submitted and/who will have no obligation to

provide you with any reason for so doing. Bauer Publishing reserves the right to publish your advert in our other magazines that we deem relevant. If you do not wish to appear in our other titles please make us aware.

Name .......................................................................................................................

Address................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

.............................................................................................................................

Postcode .............................................................................................................

Daytime tel no .....................................................................................................

Checklist:

1. Please use block capitals and start your advert with the make and model.

2. Specify the type of advert.

3. Don’t forget your phone number. Advertisements submitted by email must contain a name,

daytime phone number and full postal address.

4. Have you included a cheque made payable to Bauer Automotive? Alternatively we will call

you for your card details. You must include your phone number.

5. You may photocopy this form if you have more than one bike to sell.

6. Due to demand, we can accept a maximum of three adverts per customer per issue.

7. We do not accept trade adverts without prior agreement. All trade advertisements

should have (T) at the end of the advert copy.

Please include make, model, year, price, phone number and area, also up to 25 words of text. For Super ads please supply up to  

50 words of text and submit separately. PLEASE USE CLEAR BLOCK CAPITALS

Your advert will appear in the next available issues.

BUYING OR SELLING A MODERN BIKE?
You can advertise a bike in Motor Cycle News, in print and online from just £13.99 

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

SELL YOUR
BIKE FOR FREE

 READER ADS 

Britain’s biggest and best selling magazine for oily-fingered bike addicts 
To be the first to see the classified adverts, make sure you take out a subscription to Classic Bike. 

1

2

3

Please tick

the advert

you want...

Bike 

details...

FREE

PLUS

CLASSIC
FREE

Single column picture ads for privately-owned
classic bikes registered before 1986

 MODERN
£20

Single column picture ads for privately-owned
classic bikes registered in or after 1986

AUTOJUMBLE
FREE

Ads for spares and
miscellaneous items

 TRADE
£20

Single column picture ads
for trade sales

BIKES WANTED
FREE

Ads for motorcycles
you’re looking to buy

 SUPER
£30

Double-column, high-impact picture ads, including make, model,
year, price, phone number and area, also up to 200 characters

PARTS WANTED
FREE

Need something to finish
your rebuild? Ask here

Your advertisement will automatically be placed in the next two available issues of Classic Bike – please state if only one issue is required.

Due to high demand, we can only accept a maximum of 3 adverts per customer per issue. You may photocopy the coupon below if necessary

Adverts for privately-owned bikes registered before 1986 are free (for bikes registered after 1985 they cost £20; super double-column adverts cost £30)

BOOK BY POST:
Please fill in the form below, specifying the type of 

advert you want (classic, autojumble, bike for sale or 

bike wanted). Include make, model, year, price, 

phone number and area, and up to 25 words of text. 

Please include your name & address, which will not 

be published or used for other purpose. Then post 

to: 

Reader Ads, Classic Bike, Media House, Lynchwood, 

Peterborough, Cambs, PE2 6EA 

 Photographs (we regret that we cannot return these) 

should be of a good quality, with your name and 

address on the back. 

BOOK BY EMAIL 
Send your advert details to:

cbreaderads@bauermedia.co.uk 

Please include your surname and the type of  

advert in the subject line. Include make, model,  

year, price, phone number and area, and up to  

25 words of text. Please include your name & 

address, which will not be published or used for  

other purpose. Include your photo as an  

attachment, named accordingly, preferably as  

a jpeg. If a payment is required we will call you  

to take your card details.

ENQUIRIES 
We do not take advertisements over the phone. 

Should you have a query regarding an advert, 

please call 01733 366340. For trade 

advertising, please call Farah Ball on 01736 

755508.

Make   Model      Year                             Price 



BIKES FOR SALE



Tuesday – Saturday 8:30am to 5:30pm. Italian Bikes always wanted any condition. Try Us.

Email: john@madeinitalymotorcycles.com www.madeinitalymotorcycles.com

Unit 8c, Stowmarket Business Park, 
Ernest Nunn Road,  

Stowmarket, Suffolk IP14 2AH

Tel: 01449 612900
Please call first if travelling any distance.

Aermacchi Sprint, lovely just reduced to........................£4500

Benelli Tornado Tre factory race bike ..............................POA

Bimota DB1, tuned, excellent ......................................£20,000

Bimota DB2SR very good................................................£7500

Cagiva 650 allazura GT, one owner, V nice ....................£4750

Ducati 900NCR replica, good .........................................£9950

Ducati 750GT/Sport project .........................................£12,500

Ducati super twins race bike, great spec......................£5950

Ducati 350 Desmo race bike, high spec........................£9000

Ducati 450 Desmo 1969, very rare, excellent..............£11,500

Ducati TT2, road registered .............................................£9950

Laverda 1200TS, fantastic ...............................................£8000

Laverda 1000 3CL, restored and excellent .....................£8000

Laverda 750S, restored and excellent .............................£8500

Laverda SFC 750 1974, restored, excellent .................£42,000

Moto Guzzi V7 sport 1972 restored, lovely .................£14,000

Moto Guzzi 1100 Daytona ..............................................£7950

Moto Guzzi 250 Airone, lovely early model....................£6950

Moto Guzzi LeMans 1, original and really nice ...........£11,000

Moto Guzzi Super Alce, 1951 fully restored...................£6500

Moto Guzzi Falcone Turismo, V good .......... JUST REDUCED £9950

Moto Guzzi V7 racer 2012 as new..................................£6500

Ducati 250 Desmo
twin filler
£12,500

Ducati 999R Fila replica
760KMs from new

£16,000

Moto Guzzi 500GTV 1938, really
lovely with  fantastic patina
JUST REDUCED £13,000

Moto Guzzi 850GT
one owner

£7950

Moto Guzzi NF 500,
electric start, V good

£4950

Ducati 750GT
good 

£14,950

Laverda CND850
stunning 
£17,000

Ducati TT1 Period Built,
great spec
£15,000

Laverda SF 750
V Good
£5250 

Ducati 750GT, 1973
V nice

£16,000

Moto Morini 500 Sport,  
very good

£3950

Bimota SB4 
excellent 
£12,000

PART EXCHANGE NO PROBLEM AND DELIVERY ANYWHERE IN THE UK !! LARGEST ROYAL ENFIELD DEALER IN UK

GET YOUR CLASSIC RUNNING SWEETLY, WE HAVE WORKSHOP FACILITIES
FOR RESTORATIONS AND A DYNO FOR YOUR ROLLING ROAD.

01288 355162 s www.ncmc.co.uk s info@ncmc.co.uk

Awarded Highly
Valued Dealership of

the Year

NCM
NEW AND USED MOTORCYCLES

Lot’s more
interesting bikes

to view

North Cornwall 
Motorcycle &
ATV Centre

HONDA CX 500. PLEASE SEE PHOTOS! we think the photos
show it all . full restoration . now just perfect . must see bike,
All bikes come with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome, Delivery
anywhere in UK ......................................................... £3,599

1951 reg JAMES COMET, 0 miles. James Comet very smart and
in fantastic condition!! see photos! just great fun Villiers motor
........................................................................................ £2,650

ROYAL ENFIELD CONTINENTAL GT. We are the largest award winning dealer for Royal
enfields! We can deliver to your door and we are the only dealer doing our NCM upgrade
package (Stainless steel megaphone exhaust, decal pack, bar end mirrors plus tune) only
£375! All bikes come with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome. Delivery anywhere in UK....£4,975

MASH MOTORCYCLES TRACKSTAR 400.This is the new LTD Mash 
scrambler done in the same style as the Steve McQueen bike, it is a 
must see bike in our show room! two year warranty, All bikes come 
with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome, Delivery anywhere in UK ... £4,299 

1976 P reg HONDA CB750, 0 miles. Fantastic ! restored
condition, rare Honda matic 750 lots of history and spares . runs
and rides as it should and very collectable !..................... £3,999

NORTON COMMAND0 588. Only 47k and rare original Martini
with lots of history, luggage, S/S exhaust and powder coated
wheels, All bikes come with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome,
Delivery anywhere in UK .......................................... £14,500

EXCELSIOR CONSORT C10 100 This is a realy nice Consort all 
original and running great! with old owners manual matching 
numbers and ready for some fun. All bikes come with MOT and a 
PDI, PX welcome. Delivery anywhere in UK ...................... £2,599 

TRIUMPH LEGEND. STUNNING CONDITION. ONE OWNER BIKE.
All books and keys. FSH and all standard its a very collectable
bike. And now going up in price. All bikes come with MOT and a
PDI, PX welcome, Delivery anywhere in UK ................... £4,499

1980 reg BMW R45 475, Manual, Roadster/Retro, Petrol, 0 miles. Here we 
have our hand built bobber using the best parts, upgraded brakes, rebuilt 
engine, better shocks great custom high quality paint work, smiths clocks, 
leather seat ETC ETC......................................................................£4,500

BMW R100 1000. Only 47k and rare original Martini with lots
of history, luggage, S/S exhaust and powder coated wheels,
All bikes come with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome, Delivery
anywhere in UK ......................................................... £3,999

HONDA CX500 - PLEASE SEE PHOTOS! We think the
photos show it all. Full restoration, now just perfect, must
see bike. All bikes come with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome.
Delivery anywhere in UK ......................................... £3,599

NEW IMPERIAL 150 1934. NEW IMPERIAL full restoration and 
running perfect! its in stunning condition lots of invoices, dating 
certificate from owners club (please see photos), All bikes come with 
MOT and a PDI, PX welcome, Delivery anywhere in UK..........£5,799 

ROYAL ENFIELD GT 500. This is our own built in house special GT500 which we have built with British parts, 
painted black engine and custom paint job, and over £2000 worth of parts! And our own warranty! Too much to 
list but take a look at photos! For more info ask for Steve our Enfi eld expert. PS we can also build one to your spec 
and at a very good price! All bikes come with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome. Delivery anywhere in UK ........£4,995

TRIUMPH T120R, 1971 Stunning near new condition very original 
only 11000 miles and perfect it does have Boyer electronic ign, this 
bike needs to be viewed! lots of books paperwork etc. All bikes come 
with MOT and a PDI, PX welcome. Delivery anywhere in UK ... £7,250

TRIUMPH 900 THUNDERBIRD 900. Here we have a low miles 
Thunderbird Sport ALL STANDARD with Sissy bar and rack, two 
keys, FSH and in fantastic condition. All bikes come with MOT 
and a PDI, PX welcome. Delivery anywhere in UK .......... £5,699



AUTOJUMBLE



We urgently need your bike!

“Probably the inest collection of Classic Motorcycles anywhere to be found”

01924 406135 / 07917 260260 
email: mike@rhubarbcounty.co.uk

Please call or email for a personal viewing

Unit 2, Station Yard, Halifax Road, Liversedge,
West Yorkshire WF15 6PS www.mikeivesclassicmotorcycles.co.uk

1953 Norton Model 7. Pristine
motorcycle £7,250

1995 Aprilia 650 Moto. Sought after
 £3,500

1958 BSA B33. Plunger frame £4,750

1970 BSA A65 Thunderbolt. Truly
immaculate £6,500

1929 AJS M5. Girder fork quite rare
 £9.500

1974 Moto Guzzi Daytona 1000.
Exceptional £9,500

����� &7%� %��� 7TMX½VI� Absolutely
outstanding bike £7,250

1930 New Imperial. Great looking
Motorcycle £9,500

1973 Triumph X75 Hurricane.
Wonderful £27,500

1956 Nimbus. Open valve very hard to 
½RH� £6,500

1954 BSA BM33. Ridged frame 
Outstanding £5,950

1979 Laverda 1200 Special Edition. 
Truly stunning £12,500



AUTOJUMBLE



1970s and 80s 

Japanese Superbikes
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www.classicbikesuk.com

B I L L L I T T L E M O T O R C Y C L E S
OAK FARM, BRAYDON, SWINDON, WILTS SN5 0AG.

Tel: 01666 860577
bil l@classicbikesuk.com

STALLHOLDERS
Various British bike spares 

and automobilia to clear 

preferably as job lot(s).

STALLHOLDERS
British bike books, 

journals, manuals and 

magazines.

1957 Royal Enfield 
Meteor 700cc £4650   

1976 Bultaco Trials 
350cc £1,950

1966 Triumph Export 
T120 £8250 

1954/61 BSA RGS Rep 
£6995  

from http://www.cover-systems.co.uk/cb

Mon-Fri 9-5:30 Sat 9-12:30

Rushden, NN10 OYD 01933 410851

March 2014 update

In-Garage
Full Size

Outdoor 
Full Size

Outdoor
Top

Outdoor
FULL SIZE       TOP SIZE

In-

Garage

Bike 

Bag

Arial Leader £57 n/a £40 n/a

BSA Bantam £50 n/a £36 £104

Norton Trophy £53 £31 £38 £117

Triumph Trophy £59 £31 £42 £117

Velo.Venom £53 £31 £38 £117

Vincent Rapide £62 £38 £44 £127

V

PRICE EXAMPLES BELOW - please phone for 
the price of a cover for your bike.

V

All prices include:
VAT, FREE DELIVERY and HOLDALL

We also cover combo, cars & caravans.

V

Tel: 01424 437719 HASTINGS, E. Sussex

www.cosmoclassic.co.uk

Cosmo Classic  
Motorcycles Ltd

BMW R80 GS PARIS DAKAR, white, genuine, vgc, 1985 .....................£9,995 

BMW R1100S BOXER CUP REPLIKA, low miles, superb, 2005...........£8,995 

CHEVROLET 3100 PICK UP TRUCK, short bed, superb, 1953 ..........£24,995 

HARLEY DAVIDSON 45 WLA ENGINE, 1942 .......................................£2,500 

HARLEY DAVIDSON FORTY EIGHT, black, superb, 2014....................£8,995 

HARLEY DAVIDSON 45 WL, black, restored, superb, 1942 ................£14,995 

HARLEY DAVIDSON V 1200, orange, restored, superb, 1931 ............£24,995 

HARLEY DAVIDSON FAT BOY EVO, black, low miles, superb, 1995 ...£9,995 

HONDA CB400/4 F2, maroon, project, good condition, 1977 .................£1,995 

INDIAN SCOUT 741B, civilian, restored, 1942, superb, .......................£19,995 

INDIAN MILITARY SCOUT 741B, green, vgc, 1942 .............................£14,995 

KAWASAKI Z1, green/yellow, restored, superb, 1972 ..........................£14,995 

LAMBRETTA GP200 INNOCENTI, ochre, restored, superb, 1969 ........£8,995 

NEW HUDSON AUTOCYCLE, restored, superb, 1950 ..........................£1,995 

NORTON COMMANDO 750 INTERSTATE , black, vgc, 1973 ...............£7,995 

SINCLAIR GASOLINE��)8(/�3803��UHVWRUHG��VXSHUE������·6 ............£3,995 

SUNBEAM S8, black, older restoration, vgc, 1955 .................................£3,995



BRITISH, AMERICAN & 

ITALIAN Classic motorcycles. 
Anything 500cc or above 
considered, instant decision 
made, quick payment & 
collection. Please email: 
ant@anthonygodin.co.uk or call 
Godin Sporting Cars & 
Motorcycles Ltd. �TEL: 01622 
814140 OR 07769 970559 (T) 
KENT

500CC OR ABOVE Classic 
motorcycles. Anything 500cc or
above considered, instant 
decision made, quick payment &
collection. Please email:
ant@anthonygodin.co.uk or call 
Godin Sporting Cars & 
Motorcycles Ltd. �TEL: 01622
814140 OR 07769 970559 (T)
KENT

AUTOJUMBLE

AUTOJUMBLE

BIKES WANTED

BIKES WANTED



WANTED!WANTED!

VINTAGE & CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES

BOUGHT & SOLD!

MACHINES / COLLECTIONS WANTED
ANY YEAR - ANY CONDITION - FROM BASKET CASES TO CONCOURS!

WILL COLLECT! OUTRIGHT CASH PAYMENT!

CONTACT: RICHARD GAUNT

D.R.CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES LTD
TEL 01283 536379 / 07889 292536 | email: richard@drclassic.co.uk

BIKE
OF THE
MONTH

Ducati 

ST4S, 

2001

Ducati 1977 860 GTS Very good, rare UK bike £7950

Honda 1974 CB750 US custom UK registered £4500

Honda 1982 CBX 1000 Prolink Very good, fantastic to ride £6950

Honda 1983 CBX 1000 Prolink Stunning original bike £7250

Kawasaki 1975 Z1B US import. Excellent £11,750

Kawasaki 1980 KZ650 Stunning hand-built café racer £5950

Laverda 1971 SF750 Restored, excellent £8500

Laverda 1981 Jota 180 Very good, rare black with gold wheels £9750

Norton 1973 Commando Roadster Restored, excellent £9250

Triumph 1961 Thunderbird 6T Excellent, restored £7250

Triumph 1970 Bonneville T120R Restored, excellent  £9950 

Contact Andrew on 07712 410442 or andrew@a28classics.co.uk
Based near Rye in East Sussex

a28 classic motorcycles
Dealers in quality classics

www.a28classics.co.uk

    

 
.com

MOTORCYCLE SPARES

British Motorcycles & Restoration Projects. SOLD ON COMMISSION BASIS Call for information

OVER 200 TONS OF

GENUINE BRITISH SPARES

Tuesday 1.30 - 5.00pm;Thursday 1.30 - 5.00pm; Friday 1.30 - 5.00pm; Saturday 11.30 - 5.00pm

OTHER TIMES BY APPOINTMENT

THE HOLDINGS, WILDMOOR LANE, WILDMOOR, BROMSGROVE,
WORCESTERSHIRE B61 0RJ. Tel 0121 453 8886

www.yeomansmotorcyles.com

Norton Atlas

Please see all our

motorcycle stock on:

Est. 1972

See website for current list.   Email: andybuysbikes@hotmail.com

www.andybuysbikes.com  GOOD PRICES PAID
Old Railway Station, Station Road, Framlingham, Woodbridge, Suffolk IP13 9EE. 

TEL: (01728) 724321. MOB: 07802 896114

1929 AJS Big Port 350cc late saddle tank .....................................£9,000
1920 AJS Model D 800cc lovely V-twin outfit .............................. £21,500
1924 AJS Model D 800cc nice quality bike with history ...............£18,500
1938 AJS Model 2 990cc V-twin ............................................... £22,500
1959 AJS V-twin 990cc interesting special .................................. £12,650
1933 AJS 33/2 V-twin1000cc last ownership since 1959 ............£20,000
1942 ARIEL W/NG 350cc in full military trim ................................£6,000
1931 ARIEL Sloper 500cc 4-valve very desirable! ........................ £16,000
1955/58 BSA BANTAM D3 150cc choice of 2 .................£1150/2650
1936 BSA B18 250cc mellow machine .........................................£4,250
1939 BSA B21 Deluxe 250cc beautiful! ........................................£7,000
1959 BSA C15 250cc COMING IN SOON .................................£1,600
1928 BSA Sloper 493cc first year of the Sloper..............................£9,250
1925 BSA S25 500cc good one! .................................................£9,250
1936 BSA EMPIRE STAR 500cc desirable machine .........................£9,850
1936 BSA Q7 500cc OHV lovely oily rag .....................................£7,650
1953 BSA A10 650cc Plunger Flash in gold colour ........................£4,750
1921 BSA A V-twin 770cc the legendary taxi bike  .....................£15,250
1948 CORGI BROCKHOUSE 98cc Mk2 pretty little bike .................£2,250
1951 CYCLEMASTER 32cc choice of 2 .............................................£850
1957 DOUGLAS Dragonfly 350cc smart machine  .........................£5,850
1930  DOUGLAS S6 600cc great potential! ...................................£7,250
1964 DUCATI 250cc handsome classic racer.................................£2,900
1960/63 EXCELSIOR CONSORT 98cc. Choice of 2 .....£1,800/£1,850
1960 GREEVES HAWKSTONE SCRAMBLER 250cc ........................£2,350
1942 HARLEY DAVIDSON 45WLA 750cc civilian trim ....................£9,850 
1964 JAMES COMET 98cc late model ..........................................£1,400
1924 JAMES 10 750cc very rare, ‘Pineapple’ V-twin  ..................£12,500
1926 LEVIS MODEL K 250cc COMING IN SOON ...................................£POA

1954 MAICO M250S 250cc outstanding .....................................£4,850
1953 MATCHLESS G3L 350cc clean tele-rigid  ..............................£5,000
1933 NEW IMPERIAL 250cc lovely lightweight ..............................£4,500
1960 NORTON 50 350cc tidy slim line featherbed ........................£6,000
1954/57 NORTON ES2 490cc choice of 2, ...............£5,000/£5,750
1929 NORTON CS1 500cc first cammy .................................... £25,000
1960 NORTON DOMINATOR 99 600cc nice in cream/black ........£6,250
1930 OEC V-twin 750cc unique!  .............................................. £20,000
1953 PANTHER 65 250cc tidy in blue ..........................................£3,500
1958/61/63  PANTHER 600/650cc choice of 3 ..£6,000/£4,850/£5,650
1957 ROYAL ENFIELD Ensign 150cc unusual lightweight .................£2,150
1926 ROYAL ENFIELD K 976cc smart sports outfit .......................£18,250
1952 SUN HORNET 98cc beautiful lightweight..............................£1,850
1931 SUNBEAM 9 500cc stylish machine .....................................£9,250
1934 SUNBEAM LION 600cc unfinished project ............................£5,500
2001 SUZUKI SV 650  attractive modern bike ...............................£1,600
1960 TRIUMPH TIGER CUB 200cc clean example ..........................£2,500
1925 TRIUMPH MODEL P 500cc smart with local history ................£8,000
1921 TRIUMPH H 550cc fine vintage machine ............................ £10,250
1954 TRIUMPH T110 650cc beautiful!  .........................................£8,250
1950 TRIUMPH 6T 650cc sprung hub Thunderbird  ........................£7,750
1955 VELOCETTE LE Mk2 200cc tidy in grey.................................£2,000
1963 VELOCETTE KSS 350cc lovely special ..................................£8,250
1936 VELOCETTE KSS 350cc OHC smart pre-war cammy ...........£12,250
1936 VELOCETTE MSS 500cc mellow machine..............................£8,350
c1943 WELBIKE 98cc legendary WD lightweight ...........................£3,000

Andy   Tiern nAndy   Tiern n

CLASSIC MOTORCYCLE SALES IN ESSEX

01799 540004

www.audleyendclassics.co.uk
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*94% of 

readers have 

bought 

something 

for their 

classic 

motorcycling 

hobby as a 

result of 

seeing an 

advert in a 

magazine
*Bauer Research 

(Bauer Ad Focus 2012)

TERMS AND CONDITIONS This competition is open to UK residents aged 18 and over. The prize consists of one standard Triumph Street Twin and includes delivery to the UK mainland Triumph dealer

nearest the winners address and UK on the road charges. Winner will have a choice of colour from the range once announced. The prize also includes one motorcycle jacket of the winner’s choice from

Triumph’s 2016 Spring Summer Collection. The competition closes at midnight 15th May 2016. The first name drawn at random will win and will be notified by phone within five days of the closing date. No 

purchase is necessary, to enter for free visit www.motorcyclenews.com/winatriumph . This prize may be offered in a limited number of other promotions. It is the responsibility of the winner to have in place 

the legally required motorcycle licence and insurance cover in order to take delivery of the prize. Full terms and conditions can be found at www.bauerlegal.co.uk/competition-terms.html

Enter online now at 
www.motorcyclenews.com/wina

WIN A NEW
STREET TWIN

Advertise your bike for FREE  
in Classic Bike…

Fill out coupon on page 117



LANIVET
MOTORS

Website: www.classicbritishmotorbike.com
ST BENNETT’S WOOD, TRURO ROAD, LANIVET, BODMIN, CORNWALL

7E ALSO DEAL IN -ODERN "IKES s #ARS s #LASSIC #ARS s %XCHANGES s 7E DELIVER

01208 831314 Mob: 07798 783137

Evenings/Fax 01208 831581

Website: www.classicbritishmotorbike.com
Email: alanrohrs@btinternet.com

B.S.A. STAR TWIN 1953,Restoration
just completed of this, Very Rare,

fabulous 500cc Twin. Phone for details.

Excelsior, 1956, ISDT. Private entrant
197cc Trials, road registered,

outstanding machine.
Buy history, for. £2,500

James Cadet, 1955, restored.
150cc Viliars, engine.

£1,500.

Ariel Golden Arrow, 1965
Fantastic condition, Genuine

Machine. £4,500

Triumph Tiger Cub, 1960, ,Silver,
matching numbers, £4200 spent, fully,

restored, superb machine. £4,000

A.J.S. Model 18, 1955, nicely restore 500cc, single, all correct
numbers, original registration  £4750

A.J.S. Model 16, 1955 outstanding 350cc bike Arriving
Ariel 1940, EX.WD 350cc O.H.V. Converted at an Italian motor

cycle factory at the end of The War. Fitted rear suspension
and tele forks. Road registered. A rare machine. £4000

Ariel, Golden Arrow, Sports, 250cc. Superb restoration, 
white wall tyres. Arriving

B.S.A. ZB 33 500cc, 1948, Totally Original, Outstanding, 
Condition. Arriving

BSA 250cc 1937, superb condition.  Arriving
B.S.A. Star Twin. 1952, fully restored in green.
Sought after rare machine Arriving
BSA C15, SS80, rebuilt engine,nice machine. £2500
BSA 500cc Shooting Star 1956, recent restoration £7500
BSA Bantam D1 in green. Fully  restored. £2150
BSA Bantam D1, maroon, one of the last 1963 £1500
BSA Bantam D10, superb complete restoration, in blue.
rare model. Just In
B.S.A. Genuine Works C15 Trials, Cornish Registered, one 

owner, 55 years, Fantastic condition Phone for Details
BSA Gold Star BB34, 1963, 500cc, fully restored, superb

 £15000
BSA Rocket Gold Star, genuine restored example,   

 Phone for details
B.S.A. Shooting Star, 500cc. 1961, nicely restored. 

Export Model. £5950
Excelsior 250cc Talisman Twin 1961, Sounds and looks 

great. Now £3950
Excelsior ISDT, Trials Phone for details
Francis Barnett Power Bike 1940, restored. Engine rebuilt 

by Villiers Services. £1250
James 150cc, Villiers, Cadet, 1955, Nicely Restored. £1500
James 197cc red 1955 very good. Captain. Arriving
Matchless 500cc single, 1955, nice original condition. 

 Arriving
Norman Nippy Moped 49cc. Lovely Arriving
Norton Atlas 750cc, Show Condition,engine rebuilt and 

balanced. Chrome Mudguards. £9000
Norton Dominator 1954 rolling chassis,rare find, in  

excellent condition. £3000

Norton Dominator, 1960 Slimline 600cc model 99.
85% restored needs finishing. £4000

Panther 1959, Model 50, Grand Sport, tuned 324cc Villiers
Twin, 8” brakes, Siamese exhaust, one of only 98 made

£4500
Suzuki 2008, GSX 650 tourer, matching Panniers, top box,

one owner, 1500, miles only. £3500
Triumph Tiger 100 Bathtub Black. Rare machine.  Arriving
Triumph TRW in restored condition. Arriving
Triumph Bonneville, Tangerine Dream 1958. Show bike all

correct. Phone for details
Triumph Tiger Cub. 1960.Matching Numbers, £4800 spent

recently, on this, Silver and Black Beauty. £4000
Velocette MSS, 500cc Choice of 2.  Arriving
Velocette MAC 1939, Original reg, superb machine.  £5750
Velocette KSS. O.H.C.  Arriving
Velocette MAC.1938, Cornish Bike, restoration, just 

completed. Now In
Velocette 200cc LE. 1959. In good restored condition. £1995
Velocette Valiant, rare machine, 200cc. Undergoing

restoration Ready soon
Velocette Venom, 1961, totally original,  un-restored , in very

nice condition. £11750

BASKET CASES
B.S.A. Rocket Gold Star, Brand New Crankshaft.
Many other B.S.A. twin engine parts. 
Norton Dominate rolling chassis.
Norton, early type full width front hub 
Norton, Full width Rear Hub. Petrol Tank Selection
Norton Pre War, 4 speed gearbox

CARS
Jaguar S Type R. RTR Model. Black,93,000 Miles. FSH. Future

Classic £6495
Land Rover Series one. 80 inch, Factory Hardtop. 1951, 1600

cc. Low mileage, 4 owners. Phone for details
Porsche Turbo Model 924, One Owner , full history. Needs

little work Offers Please
Mazda 3 Automatic 2008, Red, 2 lady owners, low mileage,

Air Con. £4950
Mercedes Smart Sports in black. Engine rebuilt superb.
ALL TYPES OF CLASSIC MOTORCYCLES WANTED –  WE COLLECT

One Family 
Ownership for

46 Years

OPEN: Saturday, 
Sunday & Holidays 

only by Appointment

AJS, 650cc, CSR 1964, 
superb restoration.

Telephone for details.

www.1960s-zone.com 
Tel: 01270 668523 (Cheshire)

Many more bikes on the web-site
WANTED: Any 1920’s - 1970’s British and Japanese motorcycles.

Truly excellent price offered. Any distance.

Images and details emailed to you. Worldwide and UK
delivery arranged. View by appointment only.

Honda CB92 1964 ........ £6950

Honda CB450 KO Black Bomber
1966 with history ...............£5850

Honda CB72 1968 Very original put still very pretty
...................................................................................£4950
Honda CB73 1965 fully restored ..........................£5950
5R\DO�(QÀHOG�&RQWLQHQWDO�JW�FKRRVH�RI �..............ASK
5DOHLJK�F\FOH�PDVWHU ............................................... £950
<DPDKD�)6�(������IXOO\�UHVWRUHG ........................£5650
Ariel Square 4 MK3 1954 ..........................................ASK 
$ULHO�:�1*����FF������YHU\�SUHWW\ ......................£6750 
Honda CD175 1972 very pretty lots off bills .......£2350 

+RQGD &'��� ����2QO\ ���� PLOHV ...................£1600
Honda C175 1976 Tidy...........................................£1350
Honda S65 1967 Restored ....................................£2350
Honda CB750 1974 Uk bike tidy...........................£5650
Kawasaki KH2 1978 Just in ....................................ASK
0DWFKOHVV*�� &6 ����2ZQHG E\ &ODXGH 5\H £8250
7ULXPSK�7ULGHQW�7���������UDUH ..............................ASK
7ULXPSK�����2+9�7ZLQ�SRUW�:2����� .................£7250 
<DPDKD�5'���������7LG\�RULJLQDO .......................£2200 

Honda 1964 s90 Engine just 
built ............................... £1895

Honda CB92 1961 Tidy with 
race trim ....................... £6350

WANTED
ALL 1970-1990 

TWO STROKE

Yamaha, Kawasaki

and Suzuki bikes
Cash paid on collection

0797 0007775
barnfi eldsclassics.co.uk
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I’m not exactly sure, but  
I think this is 1988. We 

rode from Bolsover and Sutton-
in-Ashfield to the MAG 
demonstration in Hyde Park.
Left to right: Norm, Roy, me at
the back, Steve at the front and
Calvin far right. I forget how
Roy got there, but Norm rode
the Yamaha SR500, Steve a 
Cossack combo, Calvin a WWII
hand-change/foot-clutch Harley,
and me a very tired and heavily-
bodged Triumph chop! Needless
to say, our journey was not event-
free – it was all good fun, 
though. They’ll be highly amused
if they see you’ve printed this!
NIGEL WARING, OXFORD

This shows me on my Yamaha 
YDS1 in Singapore in 1960. 

When I arrived in Singapore virtually 
everybody rode Triumphs. I was a 
member of the RAF at the time; I had a 
rigid Thunderbird, then traded up to a 
’56 Tiger 100. I saw the Yamaha in a 
dealer’s window and thought it looked 
neat; having taken a test ride on it, I 
had to have it. We used to laugh at the 
early Japanese bikes, especially two-
strokes, but it made my Triumph feel 
like a cart horse. When I got back to 
camp, all my biker friends laughed – 
until we had a few races down by the 
beach. I would be interested to know if 
any other European owned a Japanese 
motorcycle prior to this.
FRANK D BEESLEY  

Voices and motorcycles from the past, 
echoing down the exhaust pipe of time... 

Please send high-quality scanned images (300dpi minimum) by email 

to classic.bike@bauermedia.co.uk or post original prints to Classic Bike, 

Media House, Lynch Wood, Peterborough, Cambridgeshire, PE2 6EA.  
And please don’t forget to tell us where you’re from

SHOW US YOUR PICTURES

Q Frank Beesley 

on his Triumph-

baiting YDS1  
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This is a photo of my late father, JW (Jack) Looker, with his
1920 belt-driven model ‘H’ Triumph, BM 9824, taken in the

1960s. He was given it by a near-neighbour in lieu of payment for a
job he did. Its condition wasn’t great, but my dad, being a
mechanic, soon got it sorted, took it on several rallies and won
silverware (which is still in my possession). Dad had to part with it
in the late ’60s after a severe back injury meant he could no longer
ride it comfortably. I’d really like to know where the bike is now.
GRAHAM LOOKER

As Graham says, it’s a 550cc Triumph Model H and although it

doesn’t appear in the VMCC’s register of members’ machines, it is

still on the DVLA computer, which tells me it was registered on

January 7, 1921. The DVLA entry describes it as ‘untaxed’, so it has

not been on the road for some time, but this does suggest that the

bike still exists and, importantly, still has its original registration

number, which means at least it can be identified. Rick P

I look forward to receiving your magazine by post every
month and the first pages I go to are The Way We Were, so

here are some memories of my own. Two of the photographs were
taken during a trip to Germany in 1964. Myself and three mates,
on three identical Triumph 21s, drove from Glasgow to
Memmingen via France and Switzerland. We caused quite a stir in
Paris! The photograph at the filling station (right) was taken
somewhere in France. I am the one posing on my beloved Triumph
(check out the pudding bowl helmet). The photograph above that
shows my best mate Andy frantically checking the map to find a
way out of Paris! We had a wonderful holiday and not one bit of
bother with any of the bikes. The photograph above was also taken
in 1964 and shows my girlfriend June by the bonny banks of Loch
Lomond. She is now my wife of 50 years. 1964 was a great year!
IAN CAMPBELL

I was most interested in the photograph and article sent into 
The Way We Were by Rob Musson (December issue). As you 

can see from the photo above, my father rode BSA G14s for 
Birmingham City Police in the mid-’30s. He delayed being 
transferred to the first police cars for as long as possible as, in his 
view: “With two great big coppers, the Austin Ruby was incapable 
of catching anything!” The G14 was supplied to many other police 
forces, so it is highly likely the leg shields were either standard 
fitment to those machines or were part of the contract specification.

The fact that the machine shown in Rob Musson’s photo is based 
at Marston Green, near Birmingham, leads me to suspect that the 
machine shown was an ex-Birmingham City Police machine.
JOHN RAWBONE

Q Bonny, bonny June 

on the bonny, bonny 

banks of Loch 

Lomond

Q Leg shields: 

part of police 

bike uniform  

in Brum?

Q ‘Wish they’d 

hurry up and 

invent satnav!



130

T
U

R
N

 O
V
ER

 FOR MORE

This photo was taken outside Johnsons (the forgotten café)
and pictures some members of Johnsons Motorcycle Club,

started by the late, great Dave Taylor. We were about to set off for
a chaotic camping weekend at Ruckinge on the Romney Marshes
in September 1965. Johnsons was my spiritual home from 1959-
66. Great times. Anyone recognise themselves? I’m still riding –
I’ve just got back from the Pyrenees on my 250 BMW.
LES BOWLER, LITTLE BYTHAM, LINCOLNSHIRE

This is me astride my Norton International 490cc, taken
(according to the tax disc) before the tax expired in 1960.

I would have been 18 or 19 years old, with another couple of years
of my apprenticeship to run. Note the Airspeed Ambassador 
parked behind me – it was at London Airport (now Heathrow),
when airport security was not so strict. I am now well into my
seventies, still riding (when the weather allows). Love it still. 
PETER NORTON

This picture of my Speed Twin was taken in about 1958, on 
a camping trip in the UK with a mate. The bike was fully 

loaded with heavy camping gear when we had a puncture at speed 
and it was a handful to bring to a halt. We lifted the bike onto the 
wooden pannier boxes so I could get the heavy sprung-hub wheel 
out of the frame. My mate Alan Russel then went off to find a 
garage, pushing the wheel by holding the long anchoring arm. 
BRIAN LAMBERT, TERRIGAL, NEW SOUTH WALES, AUSTRALIA  

Q Can you  

spot yourself  

in this line-up  

of the Johnsons 

Motorcycle Club?

Q Whatever 

happened to 

ride-in airports?

Q Pannier 
boxes? Jack? 
Same thing, 
mate!



Purveyors of High End & Investment Motorcycles

 View our full range of stock at: www.thebikespecialists.com

T: 01143 993750 M: 07875 068605 M: 07741 222996
Monday - Friday 9-5.30pm    Saturday - 9-4pm    Sunday - 11-4pm

The Bike Specialists, Unit 6, Edmund Road, The Old Barracks, Sheffi eld, South Yorkshire S2 4EE 

ROSSO 

EDITION

 LOW MILEAGE

DUCATI DESMOSEDICI £46,980

ROSSO

EDITION 

GP7 EXHAUST

DUCATI DESMOSEDICI £54,980

KALAHARI

STUNNING

RESTORATION

BMW R80 GS £14,980

USEABLE

CLASSIC

BMW

BMW R90S £11,980

MHR 

ONE OWNER

OLIVER TOBIAS

MIKE HAILWOOD REP £39,980

ULTRA RARE

ROAD

VERSION

SUZUKI XR69 £23,980

STUNNING

EXAMPLE

LOW MILEAGE

DUCATI 999R £17,980

STUNNING

MHR BUILT

VERY RARE

NORVIN £59,980

BRAND NEW

STUNNING

INVESTMENT

TRIUMPH McQUEEN £10,980

NO.28

BRAND NEW

NEVER RIDDEN

NORTON DOMINATOR SS £POA

STUNNING

LOW MILEAGE

ONE OWNER

HONDA RC30 £33,980

NO. 1496

STUNNING

ONLY 27 MILES

DUCATI SPS £24,980

TOMMY HILL

2011 BSB

WINNING BIKE

SWAN YAMAHA R1 £44,980

STUNNING 

BRAND NEW

NEVER RIDDEN

DUCATI 999R £21,980

EXPERIENCE OUR EXPERIENCE

TEAM VERSION

STUNNING

LOW MILEAGE

DUCATI DESMOSEDICI  £49,980

STUNNING 

LOW MILEAGE

1 OF ONLY 500

DUCATI SUPER LEGGERA £45,950

JOEY 

DUNLOP

BRAND NEW

HONDA SP1 £24,980

STUNNING

RETRO 70’S

SUPERBIKE

RICKMAN KAWASAKI £13,980



WE cover your mate’s bike when 
YOU ride it - FREE of charge on us!**

Included with your bike policy

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. ^DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. ^^Subject to satisfying underwriting conditions. *Based on an average customer saving of £243. Saving 
compared to buying two separate Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 48 year old male with 7 years NCB, riding a Honda 900RR Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. **Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/
rider-terms-and-conditions. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

SAVE UP  
TO £243

ON A MULTI-BIKE POLICY *

0800 093 5599
Carole Nash, a name you can trust

���Low excess only £50

���Free agreed value^^

���UK & European breakdown and accident 
recovery, including Homestart assistance 
worth over £100

���Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the 
event of an accident which is not your fault

����RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage 
cover when riding other bikes

��FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^

Based on reviews from 
January 2015  June 2015

of customers 

would recommend 

Carole Nash96
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE


