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I
F there is one country leading the way in 
terms of bowls at all levels in the current 
climate, it is Scotland.

There is no doubt that the country’s 
high performance squad is on the crest of a 
wave, having propelled itself into a position to 
winning three gold medals and a silver medal 
in last summer’s Commonwealth Games.

And that success has continued with 
Scotland players featuring on the medal 
podium at numerous events since Glasgow 
hosted the sporting world almost a year ago.

The country has always produced great 
bowlers, but the difference now is the amount 
of money that is being ploughed back into the 
game, both at grass roots and elite level.

Everything is more professional and a 
strategy is in place for the future.

Earlier this year Paul Foster launched the 
Try Bowls campaign, which aims to get more 
people of all ages playing bowls at local clubs.

By the end of this summer 188 bowling 
clubs in Scotland will have welcomed 
newcomers through open days, free coaching 
sessions and community events.

This follows on from Woodend Bowling 
Club’s GlasBowl initiative which worked hard 
to change the image and perception of bowl 
by inviting schoolchildren to try the sport in 
the build up to the Commonwealth Games.

Bowls Scotland has recently announced 
two new roles for the next four years which 
have been funded by sportscotland- a high 
performance manager and high performance 
coach in the form of Olympic gold medallist 

curler Rhona Howie and former world 
champion John Price.

To read about their plans and to meet 
Bowls Scotland’s new communications and 
marketing director Thomas Hamilton, turn to 
pages 33-36.

With so much happening across the border, 
one wonders what other National Governing 
Bodies in the UK will do to ensure that they 
are not left behind.

The way things stand at the moment, in 
terms of success, the home countries are 
much of a muchness.

But as soon as the budgets available for elite 
training, selection events and opportunities 
to travel overseas and play against countries 
such as New Zealand and Australia improve 
for one country but not the others, the gap 
will open up and will be hard to readjust on 
talent alone.

We know that there is a long way to go 
before bowls in the UK is professional but 
sportscotland’s input is a reminder that it is 
possible, and success must be capitalised on 
to protect the future generations.

But this all starts from the grass roots level, 
and relies on getting people into clubs.
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AST month Bowls Scotland announced two new roles 

that will shape the future of the game for the next four 

years.
Former Olympic curling champion Rhona Howie MBE (nee 

Martin) has taken the helm as the sport’s first ever High 

Performance Manager while two times Commonwealth 

Games silver medallist and former world champion, 

Welshman John Price, is the inaugural High Performance 

Coach.
The appointments confirm sportscotland’s pledge to assert 

Bowls Scotland on the world stage with a view of building 

upon recent successes to drive bowls forward in the future.

Bowls International spoke to Rhona and John as they 

prepared to take on their new roles.
After winning a gold medal at the 2002 Winter Olympics, 

Rhona continued playing at a high level until 2006 when she 

became a coach full time.
Her previous job was the head women’s coach for the British 

curling team. experience that she will draw upon for her new role.

But she knows that there will be obstacles along the way.

Rhona said: “Bowls is a very cultural sport in this country and any 

change is never overly welcome, but I want to communicate to 

people so they are not scared of what is coming.

“It is about looking to see what opportunities I can make 

available for all players, not just the elite sector, right down 

to the grass roots as well.
“We want to develop a performance pathway that is 

going to be sustainable for the future, and it becomes 

about how we can bring performance into that.

“The funding for my post is from sportscotland, 

and I think they can see the need to move the sport 

forward. It is great to get that type of backing.

“I will be working closely with John Price- he will provide the bowls 

knowledge and I will come from the high performance side.

“I have played bowls the odd time and watched it on TV like 

everyone else.“I do need to find out more about it but in many 

respects this gives me an advantage because I 

am a fresh pair of eyes.“I am really excited about my new role, it is 

a completely new challenge but it is not new 

in terms of high performance.
“My skills from curling, which I have 

been involved in for the past 30 years, 

are transferrable so it is about how 

best I can move bowls forward, and 

of course that includes raising the 
profile.”

OLYMPIAN AND 
FORMER WORLD CHAMPION 
WILL LEAD SCOTLAND

Her previous job was the head women’s coach for the British 

LEFT | John Price regards his new coaching role as a massive challenge but can’t wait to get started

OLYMPIAN
Striving for Success  |  SIAN HONNOR
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THIS month’s Unsung Heroes 
nomination comes in the form of a 
green keeping twosome, without 

whom members of Wetherby Bowling Club 
in West Yorkshire would struggle to cope.

Club treasurer Tom Brockie wrote to Bowls 
International to nominate John Mokes and 
Eric Lambert.

He said: “John has been a member of our 
club for 30 years and has been club captain 
and chairman as well as playing both flat 
and crown green bowls. 

“In recent years he has taken up the 
position of greenkeeper and spends an 
unbelievable amount of time, in all weather, 
looking after our two greens, hedges and 
surrounding grounds. We are short of 
volunteers and without John’s efforts we 
would struggle to cope. 

“Eric has been a member for 16 years and 
also plays both the flat and crown green codes.

“He has captained one of our flat green 
teams and has been an active member of 
the committee until this year. Eric has also 
been the greenkeeper until recently when 
he retired from the job because of health 
reasons. 

“Eric was a motor mechanic and although 
he has retired as greenkeeper he still 
services and repairs all of the machinery. 
This saves the club a considerable amount of 
money each year. 

“Our committee feels that both of these 
members deserve to receive the Unsung 
Heroes Award as acknowledgment for the 
contribution that they make to, not just the 

success, but to the survival 
of our club.”

Eric took up bowls when 
he retired, joining his 
wife, who was already a 
member of the club.

He said: “I thought it was 
something to do, I became 

interested, liked it straight away 
and have been playing ever since.

“I started to get involved in the behind the 
scenes work at the club after I had been 
playing for about four years, and that led 

on to me volunteering to help with the 
greenkeeping, in particular the machinery 
side of things.

“I was in the motor trade and the club 
lacked volunteers through people retiring 
or passing on, so I offered a hand. It was 
simply a case of there was nobody else to 
do it.

“I was greenkeeper for about five years and 
still help with the grass cutting now.

“We could really do with more volunteers 
as a club and I do not know why people are 
reluctant because they are happy to come 
down for practice and to play and they are 
getting all the benefits of club life.

“I always think that if I was not involved 
with the bowls club then what would I be 
doing? I play most nights and try to help as 
much as I can.

“We all have to play our part in club life and 
work together.”

John and his wife Linda started bowling 
when they moved to Wetherby in the 
eighties.

He said: “It was an introduction to bowls 
and a way to meet new people and it has 
been a big part of our lives ever since.

“We have been married for 50 years but 30 
of those we have been actively involved with 
the bowls club.

“It has been good for us both though and 
I very much feel that I want to give back as 
much as I can.

“I started working behind the scenes 
almost straight away, I was on the 
committee and I have been chairman and 
captain of both the flat and the crown.

“Now when I am not bowling I spend my 
time repairing things around the club as well 
as tending to the greens a few times a week. 
I love it.”

A presentation will be made to John and 
Eric as well as the club.

Have you nominated your Unsung Hero yet?
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NOMINATION FORM
Your name:
Your phone number:
Your email address:
Person you are nominating:
Reason for nomination:
What difference this person makes:
(continue on separate sheet if necessary):
Nominee’s club:
Nominee’s contact number:
Nominee’s contact email:

HOW TO NOMINATE

BELOW I Jean Jarvis receives her goodies from 
Co-operative Funeralcare’s Brian Taylor

BELOW I Brian Baker was last month’s featured 
nominee- here with funeral director Greg Scott



Youth Commonwealth Games 
representatives announced

HERTFORDSHIRE’S Bradley 
Coles and Chloe Wordingham 
(Northamptonshire) will represent 
Bowls England at the 2015 
Commonwealth Youth Games in 
Samoa.

The Games will take place from 
September 5 to 12 with a singles 
event for both genders and the 
two players joining forces in the 
mixed pairs. 

The final announcement follows 
an intensive selection process 
that has included assessment of 
eligible players over the last nine 
months.

Three-time Commonwealth 
Games Gold Medallist Ellen 
Falkner led the assessment 
process on behalf of Bowls 
England and will accompany the 
players to the Games.

She said: “The Commonwealth 
Youth Games has previously 
proven to be a tremendous 
experience for junior bowlers on 
their journey to elite participation. 
We are confident that both 
Bradley and Chloe will benefit 
greatly from their selection and 
will be tremendous ambassadors 
for our sport.”

The selection process 
considered a number of factors 

including bowling achievements 
and performances to date, 
commitment to the programme 
and the anticipated ability 
of players to cope with the 
environment in Samoa.

Lawn Bowls was last included 
in the Commonwealth Youth 
Games in 2003 when England’s 
representatives included Sian 
Honnor and Sam Tolchard 
– both of whom successfully 
participated in the 2010 and 2014 
Commonwealth Games.

The two chosen players will 
now receive further support and 
training to help them to prepare 
for the Games.

EIBA new 
appointments 

announced
F OLLOWING its first open 

recruitment process for 
International team managers and 
selectors the EIBA announced 
appointments for the next two 
years last month.

The ladies senior team will 
continue to be managed by Edna 
Bessell while the men’s will be 
overseen by Tony Horobin.

But there are two new faces for 
the juniors in the form of England 
international Sarah Seymour and 
Andy Thomson.

The under 18 team manager 
is David Attwood while Lauren 
Copeland and Nick Brett join the 
selection teams for the under age 
teams.

Also recently announced was 
the new board of directors for the 
2015/2016 season.

These are: 
Gillian Wonnacott (Barwell)
Chairman
Mark Cohen (Southend-on-Sea)
Director of commercial
Carl Higgins (Hartlepool)
Director of competitions
Denis Goodley (Acle) 
Director of development
Gordon Thomas (South Hams) 
Director of finance
Maurice Mayes (Wey Valley)
Director of international
Margaret Openshaw (Cambridge 
and Chesterton) 
Director of policy and personnel
Matt Marsden (City of Ely)
Director of strategic planning
Arthur Broadberry (Melton and 
District)
President’s match secretary
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Chloe Wordingham

Bradley Coles

Visually Impaired triples tournament 2015
S EVEN teams travelled to 

Worthing Pavilion Bowls 
Club to enter the Worthing 
Rotary Club’s Visually Impaired 
Triples tournament in May.

All rounds were five ends 
of play and the teams then 
all progressed through to the 
second round. In the second 
round Hastings B beat Crawley 
5-4, and Bognor B beat Hastings 
A 9-8, Bognor C beat North 
West Surrey 9-3 for the four 

teams to get through to the 
semi-final.

The winners of the two pools 
played with Bognor A beating 
Hastings B 6-2 to win the 
tournament and Crawley beating 
North West Surrey to finish in 
3rd and 4th place respectively.

The presentation of the 
winner’s cup and the runners-up 
shield were made by the 
president of Worthing Rotary 
Club John Leitch. The winning triple

Out of the ordinary
T HE game of lawn bowls 

rarely has anything out of the 
ordinary that may prompt more 
than a casual mention in the pub.

However, in the Huntingdonshire 
and District Bowls League on May 
28, something strange did happen.

Sawtry A team were hosts to 

Somersham A.
The game consists of three 

teams of twelve men playing 
against three teams of the 
opposition.

The final result ended with all 
teams scoring 19 points each and 
thus sharing the bonus point.

Sawtry Somersham

Rink 1 19 19

Rink 2 19 19 

Rink 3 19 19

Result 3.5 3.5
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Sawtry Somersham

Rink 1 19 19

Rink 2 19 19 

Rink 3 19 19

Result 3.5 3.5

Remembering Emma - a girl who made a difference

“ WE’VE lost an absolute star!” 
The words of Mel Bowen 

sum up the feelings, not only of 
the Purnell bowls club, but the 
whole community in village of 
Chilcompton, and the nearby 
town of Midsomer Norton, and, 
especially, the people at Brain 
Tumour Research.

Emma Welch, a remarkable 
teenager, who suffered from 
scoliosis, died on June 4, the day 
after undergoing what appeared 
to be a successful operation to 
correct worsening curvature of 
her spine. She was 14.

A keen member of the junior 
section at Purnell Bowls Club, 
Emma took part in the Somerset 
School of Excellence at Taunton 
last winter and was coached by 
Mel Bowen, who regarded her as 
a most promising bowler. But he 
was most struck by her bubbly 
personality, her resilience and 
her zest for life.

Bryn Hawkins, the president 
of the Purnell club, said: “It’s a 
tragic loss for the club, where she 
was a promising member of our 
youth section. We all admired 
her bravery and dedication. She 
will be sadly missed, and our 
thoughts and prayers go out to 
her parents Tony and Lesley, her 
family and friends.”

Shrugging off the debilitating 
effects of her condition, Emma 
became a key fundraiser for 
Brain Tumour Research after 
learning that the minister of the 
Baptist church that she attends, 
Andrew Stammers, had been 
diagnosed with a brain tumour.

One of her first projects was 
to climb Mount Everest - but, 
because she was only twelve 
at the time, she had to make 
do with a climbing wall at 
Writhlington School in nearby 
Radstock, which she had to scale 
1,029 times to match the 29,029 
feet height of Earth’s highest 
mountain.

The following year, she set 
out to cycle 1,000 miles - some 
on roads, and the rest on 
an exercise bike - and she 
completed her goal in spite of 
being in constant pain from her 
back condition.

Starting in May, 2014, she 

found it far more 
difficult than 
climbing walls 
but on Saturday,  
November 29, 
she wrote on 
her website: 
“Hooaaarrryyy! 
I did it and at 
last it’s over! 
Thankyou 
to everyone 
who has been 
supporting me 
through the 
struggle.

“At first I 
thought it would 
be easy. But I 
soon realised 
it was much 
harder because 
of the pain it 
gave my back. So 
now I’m looking 
forward to next 
year’s challenge 
of leading the 
largest possible 
group of Teddy Bears up 
Snowdon!”

She completed her last fund-
raising effort in May this year, 
when she led a party of friends 
with a platoon of 135 teddy 
bears to the summit of Snowdon 
with a view to breaking the 
world record of the number of 
teddy bears to have a picnic on a 
mountain top.

With her operation at Bristol 
Children’s Hospital looming, she 
was tempted to postpone the 
Snowdon adventure until after 
the operation, but went ahead 
with the project on the weekend 
of 30-31 May, and was delighted 
to complete yet another fund-
raising effort.

Just three days later, she had 
the operation, and her death in 
the early hours of the following 
morning stunned everyone who 
knew her.

Before she set off for North 
Wales, Emma said: “I am doing 
this to raise awareness of brain 
tumours – the biggest cancer 
killer of children and adults 
under the age of forty.

“When my church minister 
Andrew Stammers was 

diagnosed with a brain tumour, I 
was amazed to find out that 
brain tumours receive just one 
per cent of national 
cancer research spending. It’s 
unacceptable!” 

On her website, Emma 
appealed to readers to donate 
teddy bears and also for 
volunteers to carry the teddies 
up the mountain in rucksacks (or 
take them up on the train), as 
well as for sponsors to help raise 
as much as possible for Brain 
Tumour Research.

That a fourteen year old girl 
with her own health problems 
should put so much effort into 
raising awareness and funds 
for BTR is nothing short of 
remarkable.

When she embarked on her 
first challenge - to conquer 
Everest - she said: “I decided that 
this was my chance to prove 
that just because I have a curved 
spine it does not mean I can’t 
change things. If this helps to find 
a cure for brain cancer, then it’s 
definitely worth it.”

‘Climbing Everest’ secured 
Emma her first unofficial world 
record as the youngest person to 

complete such an endeavour, 
and earlier this year she received 
the Achiever in Sport award as 
part of the Bath & North East 
Somerset’s Chairman’s Sports 
Awards for 2015.

Liz Fussey, the regional PR 
manager for Brain Tumour 
Research, said: “Emma’s 
parents hope that her legacy 
will lead to greater awareness 
and, ultimately, a cure for 
brain tumours. She was an 
inspirational teenager who truly 
embodied the meaning of what 
it is to be an entirely selfless 
and caring person. She was 
dedicated to improving the lives 
of others.

“I have never encountered 
anyone like her. She had so 
much drive and tenacity, which 
is exceptional in someone so 
young. I am deeply saddened 
and my heart, and that of 
everyone at BTR, goes out to 
Tony and Lesley for the loss of 
their adored daughter.”

The last word, appropriately 
enough, comes from Rev Andrew 
Stammers. He said: “Emma was 
an amazing young woman. Her 
passion and determination were 
exceptional. She put everyone 
before herself to raise awareness 
of brain tumours and to support 
vital research.

“She did consider delaying her 
ascent of Snowdon until after her 
surgery, so I am so glad she went 
ahead with it, because we now 
have these wonderful memories 
and pictures of her from that day 
as a lasting legacy.”

Providing you are prepared to 
shed a tear, I urge you to log on to 
Emma’s blog- www.emma-welch.
co.uk - in which she describes the 
various projects she undertook 
over the past two or three years, 
and appeals eloquently and with 
passion for donations to Brain 
Tumour Research.

Anyone who wants to 
contribute can make a 
donation on Emma’s Justgiving 
page - www.justgiving.com/
Emma-Welch5. 

BTR has also set up a 
mobile giving number. Text 
EMMA15£5 to 70070 to donate 
£5.

 Emma on reaching the top of Mount Snowdon
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Women can 
help men

BELIEVE it or not women 
bowlers could be a big help 
to the men!

Before you all get annoyed 
and start claiming that that is 
impossible for the women’s game 
is struggling to exist in many places 
throughout Ireland, would the men 
please get down from their high 
horses and admit that their game 
is not going all that well either.

Let’s forget about the top teams in 
the various associations - on second 
thoughts let’s not forget about 
them for recently the B team from 
a Division 1 club were three players 
short for a League match.

You can be pretty certain a few 
junior teams will be unable to field 
even 12 players on a Saturday 
afternoon. It happens every year 
and it will occur again.

Legislators of the game appear 
to have their heads in the sand 
and hope the drip - drip of teams 
will disappear. Many of the top 
teams do not appear to care. “We 
will be alright,’’ they say, but what 
happens as the leagues get smaller 
and smaller?

I was speaking to a man recently, 
who astonished me with a 
question. Why are we not allowed 
to play women in the league?

He is an official at a junior 
standard team, who lost their 
reserve team a few years ago and 
are struggling at times to turn out 
16 players.

He reasoned that some of the 
women at his club were as good 
as some of the men and in many 
cases more able to play 21 ends. 
“At the moment if we were allowed 
to play women we could turn out a 
team every week and it would not 
be weakened,’’ he said.

What a silly idea I hear some cry- 
But, have you a better idea?

At the end of the day it all adds 
up to the fact that the game in 
Ireland is surviving, but needs 
some fresh ideas. Time, I think, for 
the men and women at the top 
to sit down and work out a way 
forward. They must co-operate 
more closely.

Women may well welcome 
playing their own leagues on 
Saturday, but some men still reject 
this idea out of hand.

To me there are two options! 
Both sides sit down and talk or sit 
down and let the game slowly sink 
away.
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IBA President supports IBF

T HE Irish Bowling 
Association President, 

Robert Madden, is fully 
behind a new initiative to 
boost the game throughout 
Ireland - the formation of the 
Irish Bowls Federation, which 
embraces the game at all 
levels, indoor and outdoor as 

well as male and female.
They have already visited 

several schools and are 
setting up camps for young 
people to get involved in 
bowling.

I met Robert Madden at 
Lagan Valley Bowling Club 
in Lisburn and he is an 

inspiration, having already 
visited clubs in the Cork area 
already. He intends to visit all 
the Association clubs from his 
home in Coleraine.

He believes the IBF could 
help bowling throughout 
Ireland and is fully in support 
of its formation.

Belmont win top cup clash
N O  questioning the second 

round tie in the IBA Senior 
Cup with the most interest was 
the meeting of Belmont, eight 
time winners and the holders, 
Old Bleach and to add a little 
extra spice the pair met in the 
Private Greens Senior Cup two 
days earlier.

Old Bleach won the Private 
Greens tie at home, but Belmont 
gained revenge when they 
entertained Old Bleach in the 

Irish Cup. Both ties were keenly 
fought affairs.

What about NIBA Division 2 
team, Dromore, who won two 
home ties against southern 
opposition, Kenilworth and 
Leinster? They met Ballymena, 
again at home, but this was likely 
to be the end of the road for the 
County Down team.

Falls have won the Irish Cup 
on ten occasions, but the last 
success was 1984 and after 

being relegated to Division 2 of 
the NI Private Greens League 
this season they suffered a 
further blow, when neighbours 
and fierce rivals, Divis, sent them 
crashing out of the cup in the 
first round.

Dromore play in NIBA Division 
2, but they beat the once 
strong, Kenilworth, from the 
Bowling League of Ireland by 
exactly 100 shots - 150-50 in 
the first round.

Alwood Shield to be played again 

THE inter club charity 
competition for 
the Alwood Shield, 
sponsored by Alfred 

Briggs (Alwood Ltd) in association 
with Lurgan Bowling Club is to be 
played again this year.

The competition has been 
resurrected this year after missing 
out last season and is generously 
sponsored and also receives help 
from the competing clubs.

The Alwood Shield has an 
amazing history-when the shield 
went missing 42 years ago at a 
time when it was popular, it turned 
up unexpectedly in 2010 and was 
restarted by George Richardson, 

Alan Roberts and Alan Briggs.
  All senior clubs in all the 

associations are invited to 
enter, though in the initial years 
only NIBA clubs supported the 

competition.
The shield will start on Monday, 

August 3 and run until Friday, 
August 21 when the finals night will 
be played at Lurgan Bowling Club.

Holding the Alwood Shield are David Briggs of Alfred Briggs (Alwood) Ltd and 
Stephen Poots, president of Lurgan Bowling Club. They are seen here with Dan 
Dempsey, Alan Briggs and Melvyn Hamilton

Bryan was well-known and respected
BRYAN Magrath, who was a 

well-known and respected 
figure in both the indoor and 
outdoor disciplines of bowls, has 
died following a period of illness. 
In the short mat discipline he 
was a top player but was even 
better known at the outdoor 
game and was an honorary 
member of Ballymena Bowling 
Club. Recently he changed for 
club bowls to Old Bleach and 

had been elected president for 
the 2015 season.

  As well as being a talented 
player, Bryan was also a highly-
skilled administrator. He was 
a schoolteacher and he used 
his communication and literary 
skills as a regular contributor of 
Ballymena’s exploits in the local 
Press.

   There was a large attendance 
at his funeral service. Bryan Magrath
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Changes galore in men's team
S COTLAND’S selectors have 

surprisingly made five 
changes of personnel and several 
positional changes to last year’s 
men’s international team who 
won the Home International 
Series unbeaten and finished 
with an amazing plus 94 shots 
to their credit with their nearest 
rivals England wrapping up in 
second spot with two wins and 
-12 shots.

Missing from this year’s line 
up are leads David McGill from 
Carnoustie West End and 
Kirkliston’s Steven Forrest, seconds 
Jim Gilruth from Lochgelly and 
Broxburn’s Callum Logan and third 
Alistair Kennedy from West Barns.

David Peacock and Neil Speirs, 
who missed last year’s event 
due to Commonwealth Games 
commitments, have been recalled 
to skip at the expense of Jim Meikle 

and Tommy Mann who move to 
second and third respectively, with 
Colin Walker, Derek Oliver, Grant 
Logan and Iain McLean all retaining 
their positions at skip.

Colin Walker has the only 
unchanged team from last 
year,  while Derek Oliver has one 
change with Kevin Anderson 
moving to lead in his rink after 
Forrest was dropped. 

Elsewhere, Iain McLean will 
skip new caps Chris McGready 
from Perth and local Dalzell 
player John Simpson with Tommy 
Mann at third and Grant Logan 
will be happy to have newly 
crowned world under 25 singles 
champion Ryan Burnett at lead in 
his rink.

This year’s Home International 
Series will be played on home 
soil at the Eddlewood club in 
Hamilton, South Lanarkshire, 

which is situated just off the 
main motorway to Carlisle, so 
easy access from  airports and all 
corners of the UK for everyone.

BOWLS SCOTLAND 
INTERNATIONAL TEAM 2015
RINK 1  R Duncan (Bonnyrigg), S Kennedy 
(West Barns), B Mellors (West Barns), C 
Walker (Pathhead);
RINK 2  K Anderson (Dumbarton), S 
Baxter (Law), W Hogg (Markinch), D Oliver 
(Cockenzie & Port Seton);
RINK 3 E Shearer (Bo’oness), J Hogg (Car-
rick Knowe), S Hogg (Denny), #N Speirs 
Kirkliston);
RINK 4 *R Burnett (Carnoustie West End), 
J Ross (Priorscroft), M Rice (Dumfries), G
Logan (Kirkliston);
RINK 5 S Allan (Menstrie), J Meikle (Lesma-
hagow), R Grant (Overtown & Waterloo), 
#D Peacock (Danderhall);
RINK 6  *C McGready (Perth), * J Simpson 
(Dalzell), T Mann (Newbridge), I  McLean 
(Blackwood Victoria);
RESERVES  *J Banks (Inverurie), *A Kelly 
(Eddlewood), *N Burnett (Rothienorman):

 sportscotland 
announce 

record level of 
investment

THANKS mainly to the 
efforts of Scotland 

Commonwealth Games 
golden boys, bowls is on the 
receiving end of a 28 per cent 
increase in investment by 
sportscotland between the 
2015 and 2019 cycle for the 
Gold Coast Commonwealth 
Games and Pyeongchang 
Winter Olympic/Paralympic 
Games.

In previous years the 
investment table showed 
that the total investment in 
the country was £42,233,700 
and now, thanks to a seven 
per cent increase, which 
equates to £3million,  brings 
the total pot to £45, 206, 620 
with lawn bowls increasing 
from £1,435,037 to a 
tremendous £1,840,000.

sportscotland chief 
executive Stewart Harris said: 
“It is terrific news for Scottish 
sport that more money from 
the Scottish Government 
and National Lottery is being 
invested.

“We are spending public 
money and must invest 
wisely. Consequently, 
those sports which have 
made good progress in 
terms of building capacity, 
demonstrating growth in 
membership and attaining 
performance targets have 
been rewarded.”

Minister for Sport Jamie 
Hepburn added: “This record 
investment in Scottish sport’s 
governing bodies will benefit 
all participants – our clubs, 
volunteers, performance 
athletes and coaches.  It 
will help us to continue to 
increase capacity in sport, 
building on the hugely 
successful and inspirational 
2014 Commonwealth Games.

“Scottish sport continues to 
move in the right direction.  
The successful collaboration 
between sportscotland, the 
Scottish Government, local 
authorities and the sports 
bodies themselves has 
significantly strengthened 
the system in recent years.”

SIBA awards dinner
A FTER many years at 

the discussion stage, 
the Scottish Indoor Bowling 
Association has initiated an 
Awards Dinner to recognise 
the input of many people, both 
young and old,  who have made 
the game tick both on and off 
the green.

 The inaugural event will be 
hosted at the Glasgow Indoor 
club on September 26 and will 
have Old Firm legends Colin 
Stein and Bertie Auld on hand to 
entertain.

Tickets have been selling at a 
tremendous pace and within days 
of making the announcement, 
availability was limited. 

The cost is £22 per person, 
and if interested, please 
contact event organiser Gordon 
Woods on 0141 632 3302 or 
gwoodssiba@gmail.com

One of the highlights of the 
evening will see three people 
who have contributed a 
tremendous amount to the sport 
being inducted into the Hall of 
Fame with the SIBA announcing 

that these will be Willie Wood 
MBE, Jeanette Conlan and Jim 
Barclay.

To name but two from a 
number of other categories- 
Darren Burnett (Arbroath), 
Alex Marshall (East Lothian) 
Mike Stepney (Elgin) have been  
nominated at the Scottish 
Male Indoor Player of the Year 
with Lesley Doig (East Fife), 
Julie Forrest (Teviotdale) and 
Stacey Laidlaw (Midlothian) 
receiving the nomination for 
the distaff side.

Facelift for Glaisnock Valley
A CUMNOCK bowling club is 

set to receive an external 
makeover, with the help of a 
£5,300 grant from the Banks 
Community Fund.

The Glaisnock Valley Bowling Club 
successfully won funding for the 
much-needed renovation, which 
will be the first repair or update 
work carried out on the building 
since it opened in 1979.

The two-phase project will 
start with the replacement of all 
guttering and cladding before 
being professionally painted.

Officials from the club say they 
are delighted with the generous 
grant, saying it will free up funds to 

be spent on work inside the club, 
including the bowling surface itself. 

Secretary May Wood said: “The 
bowling club has near to 100 
members and for them it is an 
important social hub all year 
round.

“The improvements will free 
up funds that we can now invest 
elsewhere, such as on the greens 
and indoor facilities and will save 
money in the future that would 
have otherwise been spent on 
repair work.

“It has been so well received by 
the members – it is a real family 
atmosphere at the bowling club 
and they are delighted with the 

news that we are to get this 
upgrade.” 

Colin Anderson, development 
director of Banks Renewables, 
said: “Glaisnock Valley Bowling 
Club is clearly a key social hub 
for its members and the wider 
community.

“I am delighted they have been 
able to access this fund as it will 
help to secure the club’s future and 
focus funds on other aspects of the 
building.

"We hope to create lasting 
improvements that are beneficial 
to locals in and around East 
Ayrshire, providing them with a 
better quality of community life." 
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Wales come out on top in Jersey test series 
W ALES chalked up success 

in a two-day Atlantic 
Championship preparation test 
series in Jersey. 

As part of the build up to 
November’s event in Cyprus, the 
Welsh Bowling Association and 
Bowls Jersey went head-to-head 
in a two-day event at Les Creux 
BC. 

Welsh team manager Alun 
Hodges said: “It was decided to 
omit the Glasgow Commonwealth 
Games bronze medal winners 
Paul Taylor, Jonathan Tomlinson 
and Marc Wyatt, and play some 
of our development squad to give 
them some experience of top ten 
events.

“Owain Dando, Daniel Salmon 
and Danny Davies were added 
to elite squad members Rob 
Weale, Roger Jones, Stephen 
Harris, Mark Harding, David 
Kingdon, Kevin James and Neil 
Rees. 

“Prior to our departure, a 
practice day was held at Rhoose 
Bowls Club to replicate the 
conditions in Jersey and this was 
very successful; our thanks go 
to Jo Hopkins, secretary, and 
members of Rhoose BC for their 
assistance.” 

Despite a full day of practice 
at Les Creux BC in very warm 
conditions, sadly the weather 

was not to last as on the first 
morning, the heavens opened 
and play commenced in atrocious 
conditions. 

Hodges added: “However, this 
did not effect our performance as 
our pairs Roger Jones and Steve 
Harris and David Kingdon and 
Rob Weale both won convincingly, 
21-9 and 25-7 respectively, and the 
triple combinations, Owain Dando, 
Danny Davies and Neil Rees and 
Daniel Salmon, Mark Harding and 
Kevin James also returning winning 
cards, 26-8 and 15-10. 

“The afternoon session was 
more evenly contested, with both 
rinks going down, Daniel Salmon, 
Mark Harding, Neil Rees and Steve 
Harris on the last bowl, 11-12, 
and Owain Dando, Danny Davies, 
Kevin James and Rob Weale, 9-19.”

However, both singles were 
won with Roger Jones and David 
Kingdon winning by the same 
score 21-15. 

The evening session reverted 
to pairs and triples. Roger 
Jones and Stephen Harris ran 
out 20-10 victors, while David 
Kingdon and Robert Weale 
won 25-12. 

The triple of Daniel Salmon, 
Mark Harding and Kevin James 
went down 12-13, again on the 
last bowl, while Owain Dando, 
Danny Davies and Neil Rees were 

always in control of their game, 
finishing 22-12 up. 

This left the series at 9-3 in Wales’ 
favour overnight. 

On the second day, Kevin James 
and Stephen Harris were handed 
the singles berths, with James 
winning 21-15 and Harris emerging 
a 21-17 winner. 

The development players were 
given an opportunity in the fours, 
with the addition of Mark Harding 
at two, and put up a very good 
performance before losing 13-14 
the last end, a costly count of four 
depriving them of victory. 

The other combination,  Roger 
Jones, David Kingdon, Neil Rees and 
Rob Weale came through 16-13, 
again in a hard-fought match. 

Hodges said: “This left the final 
result as 12-4 in Wales’ favour, but 
although the result is important, the 
performances were very pleasing 
in difficult conditions and on a tricky 
surface, which bodes well for Cyprus. 

“Our sincere thanks go to David 
Ingram, Timmy Mallett and all at 
Les Creux Bowls Club, including 
the umpires, for their warm 
welcome and hospitality during 
our stay. 

“Congratulations to all players 
for their performances and 
the professional way they 
conducted themselves, both on 
and off the green.” 

WELSH NEWS  |  By Ceris Hewlings
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Monmouthshire 
top double rink 

contest 
M ONMOUTHSHIRE 

successfully progressed 
to the semi-final of the Welsh 
Bowling Association open double 
rink competition with two wins 
out of three at Llandrindod Wells 
Bowling Club. 

They started out strongly with a 
14-shot (36-22) win over Ceredigion 
before losing out to Mid Wales by 
nine shots, 23-32. 

But they finished convincingly 
with a 15-shot (30-15) victory over 
Mid Glamorgan to finish top of 
the table by shot difference over 
South Glamorgan. 

The team now face Mid Wales in 
the semi-finals on Sunday, August 
2, again at Llandrindod Wells, after 
they defeated West Glamorgan in 
an extra end play-off. 

In the other semi-final, South 
Glamorgan, who finished 
second, will face third placed 
Montgomeryshire. 

Monmouthshire team: Owain 
Dando (R.T.B. Ebbw Vale), Richard 
Underwood (R.T.B. Ebbw Vale), 
Daniel Davies (Beaufort), Steve 
Harris (R.T.B. Ebbw Vale); Roger 
Jones (Panteg Park), Richard Walters 
(R.T.B. Ebbw Vale), Daniel Davies Jnr. 
(Beaufort), Ian Slade (Crosskeys). 

Reserves (who both played): 
Matthew Wilde (Rhymney Gwent) 
and Steve Toms (R.T.B. Ebbw Vale). 

 

Patrons Day a sunny success 
A LMOST 200 ladies 

descended on Llandrindod 
Wells Bowling Club for the 
Welsh Women’s Bowling 
Association’s annual Patrons 
Day. 

And so much was the 
popularity of the event, the 
sunshine dropped in to make 
the day a sunny success too. 

The three greens at the 
picturesque Rock Park were 
ablaze of colourful club, county 
and Welsh bowls uniforms for 
the event, which was first held 
back in 2002 with the late Welsh 
president and selector Bet 
Davies, of Lampeter BC, as the 
organiser. 

Current organiser Corris 
Owen, of Carno Bowls Club, 

herself a former Welsh 
president and selector, said: "It 
was a wonderful sight to see 160 
ladies bowling on the greens. 

“This is a really happy day 
where bowlers past and present 
meet, socialise and thoroughly 
enjoy the opportunity to bowl 
with or alongside our present 
international players.” 

The celebrations were followed 
by high tea at the nearby The 
Commodore Hotel presided over 
by current Welsh president Ann 
Thomas, of Haverfordwest BC. 

Immediate past Welsh Women’s 
Bowling Association president Lynda 
Hall, of Knighton BC,  applauds a 
good shot (centre). 

European 
Games 

W ELSH internationals 
Andrew Hopkins, 

Resolven BC, and Martin 
Selway, Caerphilly BC, have 
been selected to represent the 
Welsh Bowling Association at 
the European Games in Israel 
in October. 

Senior team
T HE senior men’s international 

team features four recalls and 
three new caps.

Owain Dando, David Kingdon, 
John Roberts and Carl Wood have 
all been brought back into the team 
while Chris Klefenze is the only new 
player in the initial line up, playing at 
number two in Kevin James’ rink.

Reserves Andrew Wason and Lee 
Morgan complete the line up.
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BE PREPARED 
WHATEVER THE 

WEATHER
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OUTDOOR bowls is synonymous 
with unpredictability, both in 

terms of playing surfaces and of 
course because of the weather.

Here Tony Allcock gives his 
comprehensive guide to dealing 
with the elements to get the best 
from your game...

WIND - In the UK we do feel the effect of wind speed 
on our greens but nothing like the those players in the Southern 
Hemisphere. From personal experience, New Zealand was the 
worst. 

On my first visit I was recommended to play with a composition 
bowl especially designed and manufactured for these conditions. 
From memory, it was a slightly flatter based bowl and unusually, 
they were mostly all relatively small. 

The rationale of the design was that they were better able to suit 
the windy conditions and very fast greens. A deadly combination 
believe me! 

Friction on a bowling surface is greater the softer the base so it 
goes without saying that a bowl travelling on a ice skating rink will 
run forever. Compare that to a bowl rolling on a wet towel! The less 
friction the greater interference from wind. 

Gusting wind is probably the worst to play in. This will need a very 
steady mindset in order to continue to concentrate on the shot 
ahead. Gusting winds brings the greatest frustration- chance has a 
great part to play. 

Consistent wind pattern during a game however, will usually result 
in one hand being with the wind (swinging) and the other against 
(straight). This is easier to cope with. 

In addition, playing with the wind head on or behind will result in 
a difference in pace from one direction to the other. In my young 
days, I was taught to observe the flag for wind direction. It does help 
and acts as a reminder. 

Many players will opt to play with the mat up into the wind; or 
shortening the jack in this direction whilst lengthening it when 
assisted by the wind. All very simple if the jack possession is 
constant! 

When the wind is blowing across the green I usually found it 
beneficial to play with the wind on a short jack and against it to 
a long jack. Obviously there are other considerations to take into 
consideration and most players will need to have experienced this 
type of condition in order to find what works best for them.

WET - I hated playing in the rain! It is however, a playing 
condition which is synonymous with the UK outdoor playing season. 
I was prepared at all times. 

I have continually maintained that the best possible waterproof 
bowling clothing is the best investment a bowler can make. Far too 
many support these cheaper ‘showerproof’ ranges which rarely 
provide sufficient protection during prolonged rain. A large supply of 
cotton dusters, a large chamois leather, a towel for around my neck, 
extra jumper in case I did get wet, an umbrella and copious pots of 
gripping agents - some of them resembled treacle! 

Certainly wet conditions impair the operational aspect of the grip. 
For outdoor play deep machine grips on my set of bowls were 
essential - I needed all the help I could get! 

I would keep two/three dry dusters in my pocket, two/three to wipe 
the bowl after I had wiped it with the chamois leather. I rarely used 
gripping waxes but they were always in my bowls bag as another aid. 
I have known many players that could pick up a wet bowl covered 
with water, grass cuttings and soil deposits and deliver it as though it 
was perfectly dry. 

Once the rain ceases and a green dries out, it is perhaps ironic 
that the hand dries out 
too. I would then have 
to dampen my hand on 
the grass bank to attain 
the comfortable grip. At 
this time I would consider 
using a gripping wax. 
Usually a light application 
of furniture polish would 
suffice. 

ABOVE I Natalie Melmore seen here using an 
umbrella in heavy rain
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SUN - Fluid intake is essential and is now widely acknowledged by the rank and file. 
In my day I resisted drinking anything during a game for fear of breaking my concentration. 

Little did I know in those days that during hot weather my concentration was diminishing by 
the minute due to the onset of the process of dehydration.  

Sun impairs vision. Some players support sunglasses; however I found they highlighted 
variations of colour in the grass and often confused me. I would naturally assume that 
the darker patches would represent heavier patches, but this was not always the case so 
confusion prevailed. 

Those that can wear head coverings will certainly benefit. I found it arrested my vision and 
my ‘eye line’ was disturbed by the peak of the hat or cap.

If absolutely necessary I would support a plain white visor just to stop the ‘squint’. 
Those that have never played in the Southern Hemisphere will find it quite amazing how 
much brighter the sun is. It sounds ridiculous I know, but sample for yourself if given the 
opportunity. 

Sun block and sun cream is essential from a health prospective but beware. Any cream 
finding its way onto the palm of the hand it will cause a problem with gripping the bowl. 
Soap and water is the only resolve. 

Secondly, cream getting into the eyes is not only painful but will hinder vision. It is essential 
to carry some soft tissues to clear away any perspiration away from the area of the eye. 
Light loose clothing is the best for hot sunny conditions. It is during this time that tight fitting 
garments will cause discomfort and restrict freedom of movement when delivering. 

COLD – It is essential to 
maintain body warmth in the cold. 
Several thin layers of clothing is better 
than one thick jumper. 

My trusted white towel around my 
neck helped me keep warm as I could 
never cope with headgear. Hand 
warmers have their uses along with 
gloves and mittens. A hot drink has 
obvious advantages.  

DRY - I found a special powder simply 
called ‘Hand Dry’ from the tennis section of 
a general sports shop. This was really useful. 
The powder was rather like fine saw dust and 
took away any moisture or perspiration from 
the hand. 

In moments of tenseness hands can get 
wet, especially in hot conditions. I am not 
sure if this very product is still available but if 
not, I suspect that there will be other similar 
applications that can be sought. 

I found it so useful on these occasions and 
also indoors when under the hot TV lights. 
Those with very dry skin, I was recommended 
glycerine as a product that would help 
suppleness without the hand becoming too 
greasy but having not used it I cannot report 
its effectiveness with conviction.

Just before I mention green speed, I find it 
fascinating that in the Southern Hemisphere 
it is usual to see that most bowling clubs daily 
advertise the green as running at a certain 
speed - usually in seconds. 

The faster the green the higher the figure. In 
Britain, we just assess a green as heavy or fast. 
I question - by whose standard??!!

For example, a fast green in the UK would, 
undoubtedly, be a slow one in New Zealand. 
Interestingly, only playing one or two games of 
bowls in each year nowadays, my perception 
of a fast or heavy green is fuzzy to say the 
least! The assessment any player can make 
about the speed of any green can only be 
related back to the green speed that the 
player regularly experiences.

DISRUPTION - Weather is not terribly reliable. In all fairness the 
BBC weather app is pretty reliable and bowlers today have the great advantage of receiving 
a fairly accurate assessment of what the weather will be like given the day, given the hour! 

It is however, not uncommon for the weather not to go according to plan and this is 
where the player needs to be prepared. 

It’s about being able to ‘control the controllable’ and in this instance mankind has no 
control over the weather. 

But players CAN control themselves given the situation. It’s quite simple - each player 
needs to be sure what they will do given the situation. No human can change the weather, 
so be prepared for all eventualities so you are in control of yourself when faced with the 
vagrancies of nature.

BELOW I Ominous clouds loom over the greens 
at Leamington Spa. UK conditions mean that 
the weather can often change quickly

BELOW I Many players opt for visors to protect 
their eye in sunny, warm weather
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TAYLOR INTERNATIONAL

MAGNUM  £39.99
White Only HARMONY  £29.99 4-8

Black    £184.99
Colour £229.99

Slightly wider draw than the Vector suitable for 
all indoor surfaces and fast outdoor greens. Sizes 
Black 0-5M 00-5H Colour 00-5H only

Black    £184.99
Colour £229.99

Slender diameter for a more comfortable fi t in 
your hand. Enhanced with a deep dimple grip 
(Premier grip) HW only sizes 00-5

TAYLOR BLAZE

Black    £229.99
Colour £269.99

Put the bite back in your game with the new Tiger.
Slightly under drawing arc than Classic II. 
Sizes Black 0-5H Colour 2-5H

TIGER PRO/
TIGER

Black    £184.99
Colour £229.99

Tight running bowl especially suited 
for front-end players 
Black 0-5M 00-5H Colour 00-5H only

TAYLOR VECTOR 
VS

The very latest jersey style 
knitted material with a
comfortable, soft cotton 
woven into the reverse 
side giving extraordinary 
comfort.
Full elasticated back 
waistband, four belt loops, 
buttoned back pocket
White & grey.

Gents
Size 32-46
Length 29, 31, 33

Ladies
Size 10-24
Length 27, 29, 31

LADIES & GENTS 
TAYLOR SPORTS TROUSERS

STYLE 101

   EMSMORN PROLITE
LADIES & GENTS 

SPORTS TROUSERS
Pull on trousers (no zip) 
with drawstring and elasticated 
waistband. White and Grey

Gents, Sizes S-XXL Length 29, 31, 33
Ladies, Sizes XS-XL Length 26, 28, 30

POSTAGE & PACKING COSTS   All shoes £3.95 All bowls £8.95 per set p&p £3.95 for a single item. All other orders by value.
Under £30 add £3.95        £31 - £50 add £4.95        £51 - £100 add £6.95        over £100 add £8.95

A selection of bowls at competitive prices!
All bowls come with grips and emblems

B O W L S W E A R  D I R E C T  -  R E TA I L  &  M A I L  O R D E R  A D D R E S S
1 5  B E A C O N  G R O V E ,  C A R S H A LT O N ,  S U R R E Y,  S M 5  3 B A .

TEL:  0 2 0  8 6 6 9  4 4 4 4   ONLINE ORDERS:  w w w. b o w l s d i r e c t . c o m

TAYLOR ACE

FREE 2015/16 BROCHURE OUT NOW!
Email: info@bowlsdirect.com

Visit our secure online store:

www.bowlsdirect.com

Slimmer profi le bowl with a mid bias. Suitable for 
use all year round. Sizes Black 00-5HM

Black    £158.99 
Colour  £229.99

ALMARK
STERLING SLIMLINE

Sizes: 32 - 46”
Lengths 29”, 31” & 33”
Colours: White, Mid Grey
• Machine washable
• Higher rise for extra comfort
• Chalk pocket
• Towel loop
• 8 belt loops

BIAS TEFLON COATED
MEN’S TROUSERS

£33.99
£3.95 p&p

£28.99 £3.95 p&p£29.99 £3.95 p&p

bowls in stock  £259.99   bespoke bowls made to order from £269.99

AERO BOWLS

Maxi sized bag. Mounted on external 
frame with telescopic handle. 
Available in: Burgundy, Navy, Black
Royal Blue, Lilac. Includes FREE 4 bowl 
carrier. Woth £6.99

EMSMORN CLASSIC 
TROLLEY BAG

BERKELEY

EXCEL FUSION SPORTMAGNUM

WINDSOR

DAISY

POLLY BROGUEZARA

FLAIR

£39.99 £39.99

£39.99 £39.99 £39.99

£39.99 £39.99 £39.99

£39.99

NEW LOWER PRICES
FOR 2015

EMSMORN SHOES
AVAILABLE IN WHITE & GREY

LADIES SIZES 4-8
GENTS SIZES 7-11

(MAGNUM, EXCEL AND
FUSION SPORT 7-12)

ALL SHOES SUPPLIED IN FULL SIZES 
WITH OPTIONAL HALF SIZE ADJUSTERS

RICHMONDJASMINE

£39.99 £39.99

£62.99
£6.95 p&p

Multifunctional trolley bag. Suitable 
for both bowls transport and general 
luggage. 
Available in: Black/Red, Black/Blue

TAYLOR 
TROLLEY BOWLS CASE

£62.99
£6.95 p&p

Ideal compact trolley bag. Easy to 
carry and easy to wheel around.

HENSELITE 
QUEENSLAND 
TROLLEY BAG

£64.99
£6.95 p&p

IDEAL FOR OUTDOOR BOWLERS
• Large size luxury bag
• Multiple Compartments
• Bottle holder
• Top quality pull handle 
• Slide on accessory bag available
• Quality jam resistant zips
•  Waterproof cover

included

AERO COMFIT PRO
LX ULTRAGLIDE

£87.99
£6.95 p&p

Black    £184.99
Colour £229.99

Ideal for both indoor and fast outdoor greens.
Tightline with a consistant fi nish. 
Sizes Black 00-5M&H Colour 00-5H

DRAKES PRIDE 
PROFESSIONAL

Black    £184.99
Colour £229.99

New XP bowl ideal for outdoor greens.
Consistent performance absolutely guarenteed. 
Sizes Black 00-5M&H Colour 00-5H

DRAKES PRIDE XP

NEW

The ideal model for the slimmer hand. Medium 
bias with a controlled swing to the jack.
Sizes Black 0-5M 00-5H

Black  only  

£154.99

TAYLOR LEGACY SL

Black only

£229.99

Classic bowl with unique Henselite with hook 
fi nish. Ideal for greens of virtually any pace. 
Sizes Black 0-5M  0-5H

CLASSIC TRL

Wide draw bowl recommended for outdoor 
surfaces and short mat play. 
Sizes Black 0-5M 00-5H

Black  only  

£154.99

TAYLOR LIGNOID

Defi ance
Indoor

Profi le
Indoor

Revolution
Indoor/Outdoor

GrooVe
Outdoor

MaXim
Outdoor

Bowlswear Direct A4 NEW 2014.indd   1 10/06/2015   09:34
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SLOW - Greens that are heavy are 
not popular with the majority. If however, a 
slow green is true then it is far more acceptable. 
Slow greens are those which have not been cut, 
support a lot of ‘thatch’ (which is basically a layer 
of dead grass under the live grass), a watered 
green or a green that has lush grass as its 
covering. 

In bowling terms a dark green bowling surface 
usually indicates a slow green. There are several 
exceptions including a brown-looking green that 
has a moss covering underneath. Even dry moss 
will slow a green down. 

Tracks usually appear on a rink either during or 
before a game. If it’s the latter then there will be 
a clear indication of the pattern of the rink due to 
previous tracks worn by the previous occupants. 

Today, pre-match preparation is not frowned 
upon and it is usual to see players at all levels 
doing some kind of personal warm-up exercises. 
These are essential prior to playing on a heavy 
green. 

Firstly it gets the body prepared for the heavy 
duty and secondly it conditions the mind set. I 
tried to utilise the trial ends to deliver to a long 
jack and have been known to attempt to draw 

BUMPY - Having determined 
rationale for opting for various hands, if there 
is one element that beats all others for the 
production of inconsistency, it is a bumpy green. 

All so often an unlevel surface is 
unpredictable. One bowl jumps and loses 
momentum, more weight is applied and then 
the bowl does not jump. 

This result leaves the player utterly confused 
as that bowl flies through the head. There is no 
easy solution BUT on a bumpy green the best 
option is to attempt the side/hand which has 
less likelihood of bumping. 

If this is not  addressed, the weight assessed and 
then applied will be an absolute lottery. If the risk 
can be reduced, it is far better to choose this hand 
irrespective of whether it is straight/swinging. 

The mat movement can be crucial in finding 
areas where the green is not unlevel. It’s not 
ideal but it is about attempting to address 
the problem rather than shaking the head in 
horror!

FAST - The golden rule is ‘the faster the green, the slower the 
bowler’. A rule nobody can dispute. 

Another is ‘low and slow’ - principally they mean the same.  It really is about 
doing everything in slow motion, especially the delivery. It is proven that the 
slower the body follows the delivery, the more the brain and mechanics have 
time to adjust to the gentler momentum required for such a fast surface. 

It’s about the outdoor versus indoor delivery. The former is usually fast and 
fluid when used on grass, the latter steady and contained for play on carpet. 
On fast outdoor greens I opted for a short jack on my choice of trial end 
length. 

My opponent would often deliver a long jack for the second trial end but I 
was well known for still delivering my second trial end bowls to an imaginary 
jack just over the minimum length! I was trying to use this opportunity to 
condition my mind set into thinking slow - slow - slow. It worked for me! 

As recently reported, looking at a position in front of the jack often contains 
weight for those that constantly deliver heavily. It’s simple to try and in fact 
it’s what my father would refer to as ‘kidology’, but again this worked for me. 

Remember also, as a general rule - the straighter the hand, the faster the 
hand. For that reason in singles play I would, initially, opt for the swinging 
hand on a short jack.

to the end of the ditch on these 
practise ends. 

I once injured my calf muscle 
which took me out of action for 
an important part of the playing 
season. 

If I had exercised before the 
match this would never have 
happened!

BELOW I Play goes on in an 
international clash between England 
and Scotland, despite the rain

Changing Conditions  |  TONY ALLCOCK
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IN 2013, Sport England agreed a 
four year investment into the 
sport of bowls through the Bowls 

Development Alliance with the aim of 
increasing participation in those aged 
55 and over by 10,810 people.

But the target went further than that- 
the first official target aimed at bringing 
more disabled people into the sport of 
bowls was given- an additional 2,800 
disabled participants aged 16 and over.

Paul Humphreys, development manager 
and disability lead for the BDA said: 
“When the disability target was set 
by Sport England, we always knew it 
represented a significant challenge. 

“Our initial calculations suggested that 
we felt 1,000 new disabled participants 
across four years was achievable, but 
Sport England felt that we could aim 
higher than this and subsequently set the 
target at 2,800. 

“When we began working towards the 
target, the sport was in a poor place. 
There was very limited data as to how 
many disabled bowlers were currently 
participating in the sport, the number 

of accessible facilities was not known, 
the amount and location of adaptive 
equipment was not known and there was 
limited knowledge of which clubs were 
already running disability-specific sessions 
and competitions. 

“Added to this, there was no strategic 
plan for the sport to follow and while 
there were pockets of great work going 
on across the country, its impact was 
restricted to the local areas.”

Since 2013, the BDA and its key delivery 
partners have worked together on a 
number of initiatives to increase the 
number of disabled bowlers in the short 
term while also addressing the longer 
term challenges that were holding back 
the sport.

November 2013 saw the launch of two 
advisory guides which were distributed to 
every affiliated Bowls England and EIBA 
club in England. 

INSIGHT  |  Bowls Development Alliance

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe

The future of 
DISABILITY BOWLS

BOWLS INTERNATIONAL | July 2015

BELOW I Paul Brown is the new chairman of 
Disability Bowls England

ABOVE I The national disability strategy group meet 
to develop content
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Following this, the BDA added a fourth 
package to the popular Package Funding 
Scheme. The Disability Package was 
launched in 2014 and offered clubs the 
opportunity to benefit from up to £550 
in return for the club hosting disability- 
specific recruitment activity. 

While take up of this package has been 
slower than the BDA had hoped, there have 
been some notable successes, in particular 
at Plymouth IBC where Gilly Ainslie and 
her coaching team have been working 
with local Scope and stroke groups on a 
weekly basis, engaging dozens of disabled 
participants in bowls. 

In addition to the Disability Package, the 
five 2013-2015 County Sport Partnerships 
Hot Spots identified by the BDA also had 
contracted targets in relation to disability 
participation and, supported by BDA 
development officers, these areas delivered 
more than 500 new regular disabled 
participants over a two year period. 

NATIONAL DISABILITY SURVEY
In August 2014, a delivery agreement was 
signed with Cerebral Palsy Sport to deliver 
a number of bowls events to people with 
Cerebral Palsy, furthering the BDA’s links 
with key external organisations. However, 
alongside this short term target focus, the 
BDA knew the importance of developing a 
better understanding of disability bowls in 
England that could inform a subsequent 
long term, sustainable disability strategy 
which could be followed by the National 
Governing bodies of the sport in 
addition to the key impairment specific 
associations such as Disability Bowls 
England, Visually Impaired Bowls England 
and the British Wheelchair Bowling 
Association.

With this in mind, September 2014 
saw the launch of the inaugural National 
Disability Survey to which 243 affiliated 
clubs responded to. 

Of the 243 respondent clubs, 59 
indicated a willingness to receive further 
support from the BDA to develop or 
create activity within their facilities for 
disabled bowlers. 

The survey also sought to identify the 
number of disabled bowlers currently 
participating in the sport, the amount 
and location of adaptive equipment 
in circulation as well as the number of 
accessible facilities that new disabled 
participants could be directed to. 

The full findings of the survey were 
released in the National Disability Survey 
report which remains viewable at www.
playbowls.org/index.php/national-
disability-survey
The report made five key recommendations, 
one of which was the creation of an award 
that identified, recognised and rewarded 
clubs and other organisations who were 
delivering existing participation opportunities 

for disabled bowlers.
In October 2014 the Love Fisher Brown 

Award was launched and attracted a 
number of high quality entries. The 
award, named after the Commonwealth 
Games achievements of Bob Love, David 
Fisher and Paul Brown is to become 
an annual accolade and entries for the 
2015/2016 Love Fisher Brown Award will 
open on August 1, with application forms 
available via the BDA’s website.

ESTABLISHING A STRATEGY
Having addressed the significant data 
gaps that had existed in 2013, established 
an improved understanding of the 
current situation regarding disability 
bowls in England and actioned the 
recommendations of the National 
Disability Survey, the BDA then began 
work on a National Disability Strategy for 
the sport. 

A range of key organisations and 
individuals from inside and outside of the 
sport came together in January 2015 to 
develop the initial strategy content which 

focused on disabled participation within 
clubs, disabled participation outside of clubs, 
competitions and elite performance and 
marketing and promotion of disability bowls. 

As a result of these discussions, the first 
National Disability Strategy was published 
on June 1 and its implementation will be 
overseen by Paul Brown, the new chairman 
of Disability Bowls England and of the 
newly created National Disability Strategy 
Steering Group. 

Susan Cooper, development director 
of the BDA, said: “Increasing the number 
of disabled participants is a priority for 
the BDA, not only because of the targets 
associated with this but also because for 
too long the sport of bowls hasn’t done 
enough to make itself inclusive and 
accessible. 

“We are committed to working with clubs 
and other organisations to support them in 
attracting as many disabled people into their 
facilities as possible and the tremendous 
response to the national survey and Love 
Fisher Brown award depicts a sport that at 
grass roots level is as enthusiastic about 
disability bowls as we are. 

“Having Paul Brown leading the Steering 
Group that oversees the implementation of 
the Disability Strategy ensures that the desire 
to increase disabled participation isn’t merely 
a BDA focus but a whole sport priority.”

While, undoubtedly, there are major 
advances being made within disability 
bowls, the BDA is well aware that the 
work has only just begun and a number of 
exciting initiatives are planned for the next 
few months. 

Paul Brown said: “The month of August 
will see significant focus given to disability 
bowls, during which the second National 
Disability Survey will be launched, as will 
the Love Fisher Brown award, both of 
which take place to a backdrop of the 
Bowls England national championships 
and the Cerebral Palsy World Games in 
which an England bowls team will be 
taking part.”

For clubs wishing to increase the number 
of disabled bowlers in their local area, 
or to take part in the second National 
Disability Survey, more information on 
this can be found via www.playbowls.org

For more information regarding the 
work of the BDA, or to find out more 
about any of the initiatives mentioned 
in this article, please contact Paul 
Humphreys, development manager 
for the BDA, via paul@playbowls.org 
or 07557 819569

LEFT I The 2015/6 Love Fisher Brown award is open for 
nominations from August 1

"WHEN THE 
DISABILITY 
TARGET WAS 
SET BY SPORT 
ENGLAND, 
WE ALWAYS 
KNEW IT 
REPRESENTED 
A SIGNIFICANT 
CHALLENGE."



FOR COTSWOLD SERVICE, QUALITY AND KEEN PRICES, FULL PRICE LIST AVAILABLE ON REQUEST

Visit our new user friendly website:

www.cotswold-bowls-centre.co.uk

32 Victoria Road, Mortimer, Reading, Berks RG7 3SE
EMAIL: sales@cotswold-bowls-centre.co.uk

OPENING HOURS: Mon-Fri 9:30-4:30 Sat 9:00-1:00
TEL/FAX: 01189 332916

SPORTEX POLO SHIRTS
More than 20 different colours available.
Single Colour 12+  from £15.00
Twin Colour 12+  from £16.00
Side Panel Twin/Colour 12+  from £18.00

All Prices INCLUDE VAT

100% breathable polyester. Many designs available, 
including side panels as illustrated. Keeps shape, colour 
fast, non shrink, lightweight and comfortable. Ladies sizes 
and fastenings available. Sizes XS-6XL.

All Bowls Post Free!
(UK Mainland)

Drakes Pride
Professional/Fineline

Black £175.00
Colours £225.00

 
Thomas Taylor

Ace/Vector VS
Black £185.00

Colours £230.00
 

Henselite
Tiger/Tiger II

Black £225.00
Colours £268.00

 
Thomas Taylor
Legacy SL/Lazer
Black £155.00 

Drakes Pride
XP

Black £175.00 
Colour £225.00

SCORE BOARDS
£92.00 each

Front & back wooden frame
with spikes or free standing

BOWLS GATHERER
£43.00 each

4 or more post free!

EMBROIDERY OFFER
Cotswold Bowls will set up your embroidery disc (normally £60-£90)

Free of charge with your first order of 10 or more garments.
YES ONLY TEN ASSORTED GARMENTS!

Club Badge + £2.50

All shirts made in England                Embroidered in Oxfordshire

New dedicated website for bowls shirts

www.bowls-shirts.co.uk



23

Barefoot Bowls  |  SIAN HONNOR

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe July 2015 | BOWLS INTERNATIONAL

CRACK OPEN A 
BEER, NIBBLE ON 
FRESH STREET 
FOOD AND GET 
YOUR BOWLING 
GROOVE ON 
AS BAREFOOT 
BOWLS TAKES 
LONDON BY 
STORM IN 2015!

hildhood friends Will Goy and Sam Parton combined 
forces in London last month to try to dispel the image 
that bowls is solely for old age pensioners playing a 
sedate game with black bowls.

Add sponsorship from Aero 
Bowls, support from Bowls England, food 
courtesy of Mama’s Jerk Station, a bar run 
including craft ales by Purity and sunshine.

The end result? 144 people bowling on a 
green that would otherwise have remained 
empty that night, thoroughly enjoying 
themselves and revelling in taking part in 
something different.

Barefoot Bowls is not a new concept- it has 
been very successful in Australia- but it is 
something new for the UK.

The event was advertised in major London 
magazines Timeout and The Londonist and 
sold out very quickly.

The participants were not bowlers, most of 
them worked within a short proximity of the 
Finsbury Square green. Yet they still jumped 
at the chance to have an evening of bowls, 

even paying for the privilege.
As a bowler, I found it fascinating to see so 

many people engaging with bowls in such a 
casual, colourful and sociable way.

I know that a lot of club members would 
be horrified to see what was happening- 
people in a variety of outfits, including fancy 
dress, taking to the greens with a bottle of 
beer in hand, having no idea of the rules, 
music blaring and the waft of jerk chicken 
emanating across the rinks.

Yes it was a crazy evening, but I could not 
help smiling when I saw how much pleasure 
people were gaining from the experience with 
their friends or work colleagues.

And despite the pull of the bar and the 
food, everyone was very keen to remain on 
the green, with the organisers having to shoo 
them off at the end of the evening because 

they were hooked.
The success of the event, the first 

of three in London this summer, 
should send a loud message to 
other clubs in terms of marketing 
opportunities and exactly what is 
possible.

And with so many of the bowling 
greens in the UK under threat, it 
seems that it is a message that 
should not be ignored.

Will and Sam are not bowlers 
themselves, but simply saw a gap 
in the market.

Their past includes setting up 
table tennis bars Ping and Bounce 
in London, and their businesses, 
Barefoot and Openplay revolve 
around getting under-used spaces 
utilised.

Will said: “We are sportsmen and 
we thought that naturally that this 
was a definite goer.

THURSDAY evening in May | Finsbury Square | London

BEST FOOT FORWARD 
AS BOWLS 

HITS LONDON
LEFT I Sam and Will were joined by 
representatives from Bowls england and 
Aero Bowls

ABOVE I 
Many of the 
participants 
had never 
played bowls 
before
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The next event is on Clapham 
Common on June 28 from 12 
midday to 6pm.

For more information go to: 
www.barefootbowls.co.uk

“People generally like the outdoors, 
especially in the summer, and there are some 
amazing spaces so it seems a shame when 
they are empty.

“We thought that nothing like this had been 
done before in the UK, or if it had then it had 
not worked because nobody had heard about it.

“Our dream is to get more people bowling 
and to use spaces which are not currently 
being used properly. Bowls is fun, it is 
something to do and it is something different- 
this is our message.

“I personally do not think that bowls is being 
marketed well enough- I do not think it is cool 
or trendy enough in its current form which is 
why the wrong stereotypes are out there.

“I think it is about making people aware of 
what is really happening within the game as 
well as making it open to new people.”

So how did the friends pull off the event?
Will said: “We had a lot of support from 

Aero Bowls and Bowls England and had 
lots of exposure from The Londonist and 

Timeout, which 
was important for 
getting the message 
that this event was 
happening out there 
to the masses.

“The spaces filled 
up really quickly and 
I think it has been 
successful because 
we have sold it in 
the right way.

“Thursday night 
is a good night for 
people to come 
together, without 
encroaching on weekends.

“When you look around you here, you can 
see large businesses and office buildings in a 
very busy part of London.

“All they can see all day is this space not being 
used. But anyone looking out tonight will see a 
mass of colour and people having fun.

“I am sure a lot of these people would come 
back and do it again and I am sure anyone 
walking by will have been intrigued as to what 
was happening.

“We rented the facility from Islington 
Council for the evening and we have a simple 
marketing strategy with lots of good contacts.

“I think it is more about making small 
changes in the bowls world than making a 
huge change.

“The stereotype is of older people playing a 
dull game with black bowls and boring clothes.

“When things are plain they look rubbish 
to an outsider and I think a bit of colour can 
go a long way but it becomes about having a 
willingness to try new things.

“Music, food and alcohol are all good 
additions to bowls and 
these things should be 
embraced rather than 
frowned upon.

“From my experience, 
a lot of bowls clubs think 
that putting a sign on 
the gate advertising for 
new members is enough 
to draw people in, but 
this is far from the case.

“I have cold called 
round all the buildings 
in the local vicinity to tell 
them what is on offer 
and we will send out 
a mailshot after each 
event, letting people 
know where they can go 
from here.

“This is not a one off for us, it is a long 
term vision to try to make bowls more 
appealing and change the ideas that 
younger people hold about the sport.  We 
are looking to franchise the business in the 
long term- we will come to your club, make 
events colourful and we will sell out.”

Aero Bowls CEO Ellen Falkner said: “I think it was such 
a success because we created a really different environment with music, 
food and drink and short, sharp engaging formats of bowls with the 
emphasis being on having a good time rather than the sport itself. 

“AeroBowls got involved as we are committed to reinvesting back into 
the sport and supporting new, different initiatives which aim to get more 
people involved, which is exactly what Barefoot Bowls is about. 

“We provided the equipment for 
the event and the green looked 
great with every team having their 
own colour bowls. It really helped 
to keep the game simple for both 
those playing and watching.“

BAREFOOT BOWLS 
FORMAT
NUMBER OF PLAYERS: Four per 
team split into pairs. Your team will get to 
grips with the game on the practice rinks 
for 25 minutes before you bowl.Then it will 
be time to do battle on the show rinks. 

GAME LENGTH: 30-60 mins

OBJECT OF THE GAME 
Get your bowls as close to the jack as 
possible

WHERE CAN IT BE PLAYED – 
Bowling greens, although anywhere really

ORIGIN OF SPORT: Australia
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Quesada dominate Spanish championships

QUESADA Bowls Club, 
starring Pete and Lisa 
Bonsor, swept the board 

in all but two disciplines this year. 
Only Jan Dando from Indalo, who 
won the singles again and Pete 
Whitehall’s team from Country 
Bowls, who won the men’s triples, 
were able to stop them. 

Taking advantage of the play 
being mostly on their home green, 
including the semis and finals, 
the Quesada players overcame 
some tough opposition, although 
entries for this year’s event were 
very few, with only 37 from the 
thousand-plus eligible, UK- expat 
players, competing for the men’s 
singles championship. 

The Spanish sun shone 
throughout the competition, 
with a temperature reaching 40 
degrees in the shade. One of the 
largest contingents was from 
Tenerife, who had players in the 
final rounds of some disciplines.

 This year’s programme 
contained an appeal to readers 
to suggest ways to increase the 
entries. 

Few players are now willing 
to pay for the travelling 
costs and the two weeks 
accommodation to play in such an 
unrepresentative competition. 

If qualifiers were played in 
each region, to select players to 
compete in the nationals, these 
winners could go on to travel to a 
championship lasting only a few 
days; much more acceptable. 

During the closing ceremony, 
the resignation of the Director 
of Bowls, John Muldoon, was 
announced. 

No doubt, his successor will 
be looking into this and other 
matters, including the recruitment 
of new bowlers to  lawn bowls in 
Spain.

On the lighter side, the prize for 
Personality of the Tournament 
went to 84-year-old Mac Roberts 
of Lauro Bowls Club, a winner 
in the 2002 tournament, who 
played his heart out to reach 
the final of the pairs, despite 
his tendency to fall over and his 
amazingly unorthodox delivery 
from between his knees.

Play underway 
in PBA 

qualifiers

T HE first New Zealand 
Professional Bowls 
Association national 

finalists were found after the 
opening day’s play at five venues 
around the country. 

Andrew Kelly (Canterbury) made 
the most of a welcome return 
to PBA after last playing in 2010 
beating Andy McLean (Dunedin) in 
the final of the Scottish Open Singles 
qualifier in Dunedin 8-8, 10-5. 

Kelly was a top ten player 
and earned a trip to the World 
Bowls Tour in Wales before 
giving away the indoor surface 
in favour of New Zealand team 
commitments outdoors. 

However this season Kelly fell out 
of favour with selectors- not even 
making the Canterbury team. 

The 27-year old, who originally 
hails from North Otago, came 
through a tough drawing including 
locals Elliot Mason, Aidan 
Lusby and Duane White before 
overcoming McLean in the final.

PBA stalwart Kristin Stampa 
celebrated the first ever PBA 
qualifier in her home province 
of Taranaki winning the Scottish 
Open Singles qualifier at the 
Paritutu club in New Plymouth.

She beat Bowls Taranaki’s Neville 
Elliott in the final 10-0, 7-8, 2-0. 
Stampa is in her seventh PBA 
season but has had to travel north 
to Hamilton or Auckland until this 
year and has not made it past the 
semi final stage of any previous 
tournament.

In a sign of things to come, 
14 year-old Jack Green (North 
Harbour) made the final of his 
first PBA tournament playing in 
the ranking pairs event at the 
Pukekohe Cosmopolitan Club with 
coordinator Garry Banks.

They went down to Karen Hema 
(Auckland) and Gail Dick (North 
Harbour). Green is two years 
younger than the previous youngest 
player in NZ PBA history and the first 
member born this century.

The Heretaunga Club in 
Hastings and the Waverley Club 
in Invercargill started their PBA 
seasons with the innovative 
Henselite ‘Shanghai’ Singles concept 
with Terry Johnson (Manawatu) and 
Craig Merrilees (Southland) winning 
trips to Auckland in September for 
the national playoffs.

Spanish national championships winners. Image by Carl Eagle

New Zealand youth games players announced

REPRESENTING 
New Zealand at the 
Commonwealth Youth 

Games in Samoa in September will 
be Ashleigh Jeffcoat (Waikato) and 
Seamus Curtin (Wellington).

Dave Edwards, Bowls New 
Zealand National Coach and 
Convenor of Selectors, said: 
“What a fantastic opportunity this 
is for two of the game’s up and 
coming youngsters. Both Ashleigh 
and Seamus fully deserve this 
opportunity. 

“In Ashleigh’s case, she has really 
stood out from the crowd with 
her performances on the green 
over the past two seasons. For 
someone who is only 16 she has 
really punched above her weight 
with her results and I am sure 

Ashleigh will be a strong medal 
contender in Samoa. Seamus is a 
player who is really dedicated and 
disciplined in his attitude to the 
sport. A very good campaign at the 
recent U21 Kittyhawk singles event 
sealed Seamus’s selection and with 
his usual dedicated approach he 
too will be pushing for a podium 
finish.”

Kerry Clark OBE, the Bowls New 
Zealand CEO, added: “This is the 
fifth edition of these games and 
with up to 1,000 athletes attending. 
They now have become an 
extremely important event on the 
sporting calendar. For any athlete 
selected to attend it is a great 
opportunity to experience true 
international competition and lay 
the foundations for what hopefully 

is a long and rewarding career 
representing their country.” 

Seamus Curtin’s dedicated attitude has 
been noticed by selectors

PBA Trans-Tasman moves to Sydney 

T HIS year’s Professional Bowls Association Trans-Tasman Challenge between the Australian and 
New Zealand PBA’s will take place at the Cabramatta Bowls Club in Sydney in September. 

The NZ PBA will be sending a strong team with defending individual champion Murray 
Glassey (Hawke’s Bay) joined by the top four ranked players from the end of the 2014 NZ PBA season 
Ken Walker (Dunedin), Craig Merrilees (Southland), Rob Ashton (Auckland) and Duane White (Dunedin).

The event will be contested with five rounds of matches between the Australian and New Zealand 
players to decide the top three from each country to face off in the finals. 
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DAVID RHYS JONES
The Voice of Bowls

WHO RUNS 
BOWLS?

W BL, WIBC, WBT and now 
WSB. Who runs the world of 
bowls? I’m supposed to be 

up-to-speed about these things, but 
I have to admit the proliferation of 
acronyms confuses me at times.

World Bowls Limited (WBL), with its 
head office in Edinburgh, runs the 
outdoor sport worldwide - and likes to 
think it controls the indoor game, too. 

The World Indoor Bowls Council 
(WIBC) dispute this, and runs its own 
world championships every year.

You could look at the WBL and WIBC, 
and describe them as the official 
custodians of the amateur game - the 
grassroots arm of the sport, if you like 
- while the World Bowls Tour (WBT), 
which was created by the Professional 
Bowls Association (PBA) in 1997, has, 
until now, reigned supreme over the 
professional side of the sport. 

They are the people who, among 
other things, stage the World Indoor 
Championships at Potters Resort every 
January.

The new kids on the block call 
themselves World Series Bowls 
(WSB), and, much to the annoyance 
of the WBT, claim to be the ‘home of 
professional bowlers’. 

They are disappointed at the way they 
feel that WBT has let down professional 
bowlers and seek to take bowls to a 
whole new level, giving more chances to 
ordinary bowlers everywhere.

They certainly talk a good game, and 
have a far more impressive website 
than their staid - and cash-strapped - 

WBT rivals. 
Undeniably they have put a few 

backs up along the way, but they are 
beginning to back up their words with 
actions prior to the launch of their 
programme in September, when the 
first event gets underway at the St 
Neots club in Cambridgeshire.

Their 2015-2016 fixture list, with 
sixteen events in the UK, plus one at the 
Athena Beach Hotel in Cyprus, will lead 
up to a Grand Final, called the Endgame, 
at Lincoln, in June, 2016, when the top 
64 players from the qualifiers will slug it 
out for an as yet undisclosed first prize.

 There will be a prize fund of £16,000, 
including a £10,000 prize for the winner 
at each local event. By any stretch of the 
imagination, that’s an ambitious stall to 
set out.

SAVIOUR OR SLAYER?
So does the new venture that promises 
so much offer salvation or slaughter to 
our ailing sport?

At first sight, it looks good, with a 
guaranteed prize fund of £272,000 on 
offer to participants in the seventeen 
qualifying events - and another 
undisclosed sum, understood to be in 
excess of £39,000 (with a minimum of 
£20,000 first prize), up for grabs in the 
World Series Bowls Final Endgame at 
Lincoln in June, 2016.

Big money prizes. Bowls on TV twice 
a week all year round. All day coverage, 
raising our profile. It’s bound to be good 
for our sport, isn’t it? Or is it too good to 
be true?

A large number of bowlers who 
describe themselves as competitive are 
jumping up and down at the prospect of 
competing for big money on a regular 
basis. 

The take-up for places in the qualifying 
events was already around 90 per cent 
when I met with WSB in June - and 
the picture painted by the WSB’s spin 
doctors is alluring to say the least.

Robert Palser, the WSB’s media 
and marketing director, a member of 
the Camberley club in Surrey, talks 
expansively of bowls ‘reinventing itself’, 
and ‘blowing apart the stuffy, ageist 
image’. He paints a picture of Young 
Turks, keen to strut their stuff as they 
enjoy (and benefit from) New Age 
Bowls!

WSB CEO Stephen Roberts, who plays 
bowls at the Northampton club and is 
currently number 11 in the PlanetBowls 
ranking list, goes further, aiming a 
torpedo at the existing bodies who run 
the sport. 

He says: “For too long (they) have 

ABOVE I Steve Roberts and Robert Pulsar
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presided over the game and are 
seemingly content to watch it bleed 
to death!

“It’s shameful this situation has 
been allowed to occur and is still 
occurring.

“Year on year declining numbers 
of players within the game is 
evidenced whilst those charged 
with the game’s continuity and 
development tinker around the 
edges. 

“The current appetite for 
competitive sets play is expanding 
and we expect these tournaments 
to be a sure fire winner on the 
competitive bowls scene.”

THE FINER DETAILS
But will it work? To succeed, the 
WSB needs the support of bowlers 
who are prepared to enter event, 
parting with £50 a throw. 

The take-up so far suggests they 
have that. However, they have yet 
to win the support of the top 16 
WBT players, with only Mark Royal 
and Les Gillett throwing their hats 
on to the rink.

They also need an income 
stream, which they claim will be 
provided by selling advertisements 
on TV. 

Bowls will be shown on SKY 
TV - the new greyhound channel 
- two days a week throughout the 
year from 10am to 7.15pm on 
Wednesdays and Thursdays. 

If you believe the hype, World 
Series Bowls has already signed up 
advertisers, and are confident that, 
from entry fees, TV advertising and 
other forms of sponsorship, they 
can turn the projected figures into 
reality.

So is this the breakthrough we 
have been hoping for? Does it 
hold the answer to our woes? 
Will it attract sufficient viewers 
to guarantee the sort of income 
stream that the head honchos of 
WSB are predicting? 

And how long will it satisfy 
the needs of our aspirational 
wannabees? What’s more, how 

relevant is all this to the average 
grassroots bowler?

The questions continue to flow. 
Do we really need another stratum 
for the competitive, top-level 
bowler? We already have the World 
Bowls Tour as our sport’s ‘shop 
window’, and, to be fair, although 
the WBT seems to be struggling at 
the moment, it ticks most of the 
boxes.

WORLD BOWLS TOUR
The WBT appeals to the ambitious 
would-be professional. It offers 
the chance to play on TV, and to 
win big money prizes - though the 
decent £55,000 reward for the 
World Indoor Singles champion is 
an exception to the rule. 

As we revealed in the April issue 
of Bowls International, the runner-
up gets less than £5,000, and the 
winners of the International Open 
tournaments are not properly 
rewarded.

However, the WBT, formed by the 
PBA, is run by the players for the 
players. 

That’s the theory, anyway, though, 
to be brutally frank, the tour seems 
to have lost its way. 

I would go as far as to say that 
ordinary members of the so-called 
Professional Bowls Association do 
not feel part of the organisation 
these days. 

But, if they feel disenfranchised, 
it’s their own fault - because the 
vast majority of them do not even 
bother to attend the AGM. They 
simply put up with whatever is 
decided on their behalf.

That doesn’t stop them 
complaining, of course, and there 
has been a discernible groundswell 
of disaffection with the WBT in 
recent years. 

The people at the top of the 
WBT say they consult regularly, 
and know what their members 
want - but all you have to do is to 
lurk outside a stadium hosting the 
PBA play-offs, and listen to what 
is being said in fag-ash corner. 

Members are not happy.
Its critics say the WBT is exclusive 

and elitist, and that too much 
preferential treatment is handed 
out to the top players. 

Actually, I don’t subscribe to that 
view, because I believe the top 
players (the top 16) are not there 
by accident. 

They have earned their places, 
and, having done so, deserve 
a certain degree of security, 
always assuming they continue to 
perform.

In spite of what some critics say, 
they are not there for life- in recent 
times, players like Nick Brett, Rob 
Paxton, Wayne Hogg and Mark 
Dawes have shown quite clearly 
that it is possible to break into the 
inner circle. 

But ‘fringe’ and ‘beyond-the-fringe’ 
people still like to claim that they 
have no chance of joining the top 
16, which, they describe as a closed 
shop.

MORE CASH FOR MORE 
PLAYERS
What the World Series Bowls 
seems to be offering is a more 
regular chance for the wannabees 
to test their skills. 

Fortnightly events, open to men 
and women, but with fields of 64 
participants, will be televised on 

WORLD INDOOR 
BOWLS COUNCIL 
The body has deferred WSB’s 
application to became “Affiliate 
Members” of the WIBC for 12 
months. Over the next 12 months 
the WIBC will monitor the progress 
made by WSB.
Provided that, in the opinion of 
the WIBC all the commitments 
made by WSB have been 
honoured, their application will be 
re-presented to next year’s AGM 
with the view of the application 
being accepted.
In the intervening 12 months, 
WBC has agreed to provide WSB 
with a licence for all 17 events 
currently arranged and any further 
events which may or may not 
be added.
This is on the understanding that 
WSB honour its commitments 
made to players, host clubs 
and other stakeholders, failure 
to honour its commitments 
will result in the licence being 
immediately revoked.

ABOVE I Robert Pulsar 
and James Shillingford 
(pictured) competed in the 
Australian Open

ABOVE I Steve Roberts and Robert Pulsar
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the SKY platform, and will carry big prizes. 
It was originally planned to charge £200 

to enter each event - but that was deemed 
to be a bit steep, and they settled for £50. 

That still looks a bit high - but two wins 
are enough to take you into the last 
sixteen, where you will be ‘in the money’, 
and your costs will be covered. 

More bowls, bigger prizes, regular 
competition, and a first-come-first-served 
approach will make the WSB more 
appealing to the ‘ordinary but ambitious’ 
bowler, who, to begin with at least, will be 
prepared to part with a hefty entry fee in 
the hope of winning a big prize.

Entry fees are not the key, however. 
Because they have influential contacts, the 
WSB directors want us to know that they 
will be able to tap sponsors for big money 
- though most of their income is likely to 
come from selling time slots to advertisers 
during their extensive TV coverage.

“Our efforts have been met with 
scepticism in high places,” says Roberts. 

“Bowlers are excited about what we are 
offering, and have been very supportive, 
but we have experienced hostility that takes 
the form of derision, with some people, 
who are clearly threatened, saying it won’t 
work, and that it’s been tried before. 

“But I really think we’ve got the WBT 
worried, because, at long last, they seem 
to be getting their act together.”

LEARNING FROM MISTAKES
Roberts and Palser may talk a good game, 
but even they would have to admit they 
have made tactical mistakes, which have 
been pounced on by the WBT. 

They certainly made themselves 
unpopular by gate-crashing the WBT 
World Indoor Championships at Potters, 
and were asked to leave the WBT 
European Masters at Blackpool Newton 
Hall in May.

But, according to Roberts, allegations 
made about their behaviour have either 
been fabricated or exaggerated, though 
he says they cannot go into details, 
because of the possibility of legal action. 

And they deny the charges that they 
have deliberately misled contacts by 

claiming to be a world body.
“We ARE a world body,” says Roberts. 

“Once our programme has been rolled 
out in the UK, we plan to expand, and run 
events worldwide - in New Zealand, Hong 
Kong, Malaysia, Australia and the USA, 
and, don’t forget, we have already staging 
one of our qualifiers in Cyprus. 

“And we make no apology for calling 
ourselves ‘the home of professional 
bowls’, because that’s exactly what we 
are.”

Roberts insists that, although the rivalry 
with the World Bowls Tour looks like 
developing into all-out war, the WSB has 
found favour with the World Indoor Bowls 
Council, who have licensed WSB events, 
and have even had positive talks with 
the English Indoor Bowling Association at 
Melton Mowbray.
“The WBT’s world championships at 
Potters is very UK-based, and in our 
opinion has become tired,” Roberts claims. 
“Our aim is to provide a proper world 
championship for bowls, and we plan 
to plough some of our  profits back 

into the grassroots game 
so that clubs can benefit. 
We recently appointed 
Helen Tuohy as our Bowls 
Development Director, 
and she will be particularly 
concerned with recruitment 
and encouraging young 
bowlers.”

Nothing if not ambitious, 
the WSB is investigating 
the possibility of buying an 
indoor club in the Midlands, 
where all the UK finals could 
be played - or possibly 
building a new club in the 
London area, where there is 
already planning permission 
for such a project.

Palser adds: “For sure we 
are not the total solution. 
But we are trying to ‘make 
bowls better’. It’s a BIG job!”

When I met him at the end 
of May, Palser was about 
to fly off to Queensland, to 
compete in the Australian 

Open, where he was looking forward to 
partnering his Camberley clubmate James 
Shillingford in the pairs. 

To his surprise, in the first round, the 
Surrey duo had been drawn to play none 
other than Alex ‘Tattie’ Marshall, who is 
playing professionally Down Under, and who 
has teamed up with top Aussie Barrie Lester.

But the proof of the pudding, they say, is 
in the eating. 

It’s hard to believe that World Series 
Bowls can achieve everything all of its 
aims. 

It’s probably wise to remain sceptical. 
Part of me believes the old adage that, ‘If 

it looks too good to be true, it probably is 
too good to be true!’ 

However, part of me hopes the new 
venture will be successful, because it 
would be a shot-in-the-arm for bowls. 
One thing is for sure - by the end of the 
calendar year, after the first six qualifying 
events have been held, we will be in a 
position to decide if the hype has been 
turned into reality.

World Series Bowls Programme
Wed/Thur, 30 September & 1 October St Neots

Wed/Thur, 14/15 October Dolphin

Wed/Thur, 28/29 October Bristol

Wed/Thur, 11/12 November Northampton

Wed/Thur, 25/26 November North Notts

Wed/Thur, 9/10 December St Neots

Wed/Thur, 6/7 January Dolphin

Wed/Thur, 13/14 January Athena Beach Hotel, Paphos, Cyprus

Wed/Thur, 27/28 January Bristol

Wed/Thur, 10/11 February Northampton

Wed/Thur, 24/25 February Cumbria

Wed/Thur, 9/10 March St Neots

Wed/Thur, 23/24 March Dolphin

Wed/Thur, 6/7 April Bristol

Wed/Thur, 20/21 April Northampton

Wed/Thur, 4/5 May St Neots

Wed/Thur, 18/19 May Dolphin

Wed/Thur, 1/2 June Lincoln - World Final Endgame.

ABOVE I Roberts speaks to David Rhys Jones



C
OLOURED bowls 
were introduced 
back in 2003 in 
red, blue and 
green. Some loved 
them, embracing 
the change and 
prospect of the 
game moving 
forward and 
potentially 
attracting a new, 

younger audience. Others thought 
they ruined the game and refused to 
be swayed from their tradition black 
or brown woods.

Things have changed a lot since then, 
with the introduction of a wide range of 
colours including speckled varieties.

In some parts of the country it is more 
unusual to see black or brown woods.

Some TV competitions use solely green 
or red bowls to assist the experience 
for the viewers and to make things less 
confusing for newcomers to the sport.

Most have accepted that coloured 
bowls are part of the game but still have 
preferences- many will complain about 
how huge yellow bowls look, or moan 
about having to use a white jack in these 
cases.

Others dislike green bowls, believing 
that they are difficult to see in some 
weather conditions from the end of the 
green.

But when new kid on the block, Aero 
Bowls introduced its Trifecta range last 
year, debates amongst players and clubs 
went up a notch.

As soon as the new bowls were 
launched, there were concerns amongst 
some that they were hard to read and 
some even claimed they gave them a 
headache.

Indoors proved a particular issue due 
to lighting.

Despite criticism by some, the new 
model was snapped up by others and 
the bowls are still being enjoyed now.

But speculation about the future of 
the bowls came to the fore again earlier 
this year when Bristol Indoor Bowls Club 
chairman wrote in the club newsletter 
after a Wessex playoff quarter final: “One 
bowler was using the Aero Trifecta bowls 
with white, red and blue stripes across 
the line of the bowl. 

“We had seen two planet bowls players 
using these the previous day which had 

made a number of 
members feel sick as 
they flashed along the 
green. 

“Some of our bowlers 
playing against the 
Moonfleet team, and 
members watching, 
experienced the same 
feeling of sickness. 
“The next day we 
made contact with 
the Epilepsy Society to 
ascertain whether these 
bowls flashing along 
the bowls carpet could 

cause harm. They sent through a factsheet 
that clearly explains that anything flashing at a 
rate above three hertz (flashes per second) can 
cause people, whether or not they suffer from 
photosensitive epilepsy, to feel uncomfortable, 
disorientated or sick and for those suffering 
from photosensitive epilepsy risk them having 
an epileptic fit. 

“We also spoke with an independent expert 
in this field who confirmed that between three 
to 30 hertz is the main danger area and after 
carrying out a test using the club’s rink speed 
testing machine we determined that on our 
bowls carpet a trifecta bowl will flash at an 
average rate of 26 flashes per second – exactly 
in the high risk danger zone. 

TRIFECTA 
as simple as 
black and white?



31

Coloured Bowls  |  DISCUSSION

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe July 2015 | BOWLS INTERNATIONAL

“The 
board rapidly 

decided that to 
protect our member’s health 

we had to ban use of these trifecta 
bowls by club members and have entered 
communications with the 

Australian manufacturers Aero Bowls and the 
EIBA. The latter have instructed an independent 
test to be carried out. 

“We accept that not everybody is affected 
by viewing trifecta bowls but some are. We 
will advise you how this matter ends up but 
strongly feel that we cannot be exposing our 
members to a health risk that is clearly evident 
from comments by viewers, the Epilepsy Society 
factsheet and independent expert advice.”
A spokesman for the Epilepsy Society told Bowls 
International: “Epilepsy Society is pleased that the 
issue of photosensitive epilepsy is being taken 
seriously by Bristol Indoor Bowls Club.

“Photosensitive seizures are triggered by 
flashing lights or moving or contrasting light and 
dark patterns. 

"Pairs of rapidly changing red and blue colours 
are more provocative for some people.

“Flashing or patterned effects can make people 
with or without epilepsy feel disorientated, 

uncomfortable 
or unwell, 
but does not 
necessarily 
mean 
they have 
photosensitive 
epilepsy, which 
is not common. 

“More than 
500,000 people 

in the UK have 
epilepsy but only 

five per cent have 
photosensitive 

epilepsy. Covering 
one eye completely 

with your hand will 
greatly reduce the 

photosensitive effect.”
Aero Bowls said that 

the Trifecta range was introduced to help 
to transform the sport and bring something 
different to fellow bowlers.

The company added: “Hundreds of sets of Aero 
Trifectas have been sold since 2014 with most 
being sold in the Southern Hemisphere to date. 

“They have been used all over the world at 
tournaments by top players. Ellen Falkner 
and newly crowned World Mixed Pairs 
champion Thomas Greechan used them at the 
Commonwealth Games in Glasgow and Kelvin 
Kerkow played with them in the Australian 
Premier League, both of which were televised live 
on TV to millions of viewers. 
“More recently Lindsay Greechan played 
with them in the triples at the British Isles 
championships and Wayne Wilgress and 
Andrew Walters used them at the National 
Mixed Championships in Lincoln. Finally Alex 
Walton, Andrew Walters, Glenn Williams and 
others played with Trifectas at the English Indoor 
national finals at Melton Mowbray.

“As time has gone on, we have listened to 
feedback regarding the Trifecta bowl and it 
has become evident that it’s mixed. A love 
hate relationship has developed with them; 
some people love them, some people hate them, 
it is a matter of opinion. This was never the 

intention.
“We have also been made aware that there 

have been claims that some people are affected 
by the Trifectas. It must be made clear that 
no evidence has been presented that has been 
undertaken by professional and independent 
experts to support these claims. 

“We have however been working with the EIBA 
who have appointed independent professional 
qualified consultants to investigate this further. 
We are at this moment in time awaiting their 
report. 

“As a result of the mixed feedback from the 
bowling community, over the past months, we 
have been reducing our Trifecta range. Instead 
we have launched a new Lunar range, which we 
hope will capture everyone’s imagination and 
hearts. 

“The Lunar range is a series of easy on the 
eye speckled colour combinations that roll 
down the green appearing as one, but when 

they come to rest, the beauty of the three 
colours can be seen and appreciated.

“It’s a positive step towards revolutionising 
the look and appearance of bowls in a subtle 
and discreet fashion.”

Bowls England said: “World Bowls is 
responsible for the licensing of all bowls 
and has advised Bowls England that this 
particular model is currently approved. All 
bowls are eligible for use in events under the 
jurisdiction of Bowls England so long as they 
meet the requirements of World Bowls and 
the Laws of the Sport/Domestic Regulations 
as relevant.”

World Bowls said: “Provided they are 
compliant with the Laws of the Sport and 
bear a World Bowls stamp they are legal.”

The EIBA said: “The EIBA Ltd following 
approaches from its membership and 
individual bowlers is currently testing, in 
conjunction with Aero Bowls, the impact of 
the Trifecta Bowls for players, officials and 
spectators.  The work is being done with a 
leading consultant. When this work has been 
concluded the EIBA Ltd will issue a further 
statement at the end of June 2015.”

THE TRIFECTA RANGE  OF COLOURS 
(AS DEMONSTRATED HERE IN WHITE 
BLACK AND WHITE) HAS BEEN 
REPLACED WITH THE LUNAR MODEL,  
WITH COLOURS THAT BLEND AS THE 
BOWL IS BEING DELIVERED DOWN THE 
GREEN. SOME OF THE OPTIONS CAN 
BE SEEN ON THE OPPOSITE PAGE.
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SCOTLAND 

B ut if bowls is to survive into future generations then it is 
inevitable and no British governing body is more aware of this 
than Bowls Scotland which is doing evermore to modernise 
the national game and bring it to a new younger audience. 
To find out more, Tom Rigby spoke to Thomas Hamilton, 
the organisation’s recently appointed director of marketing, 
branding and communications.

TO
M

 RIG
BY  |   Positive changes

CHANGE is not a word which sits 
comfortably amongst British bowls...

THE BRAVE

Hamilton opens the conversation with 
a defining statement- “I believe that the 
sport needs to be viable for the next 100 
years. This doesn’t mean moving away 
from our history but it does mean creating 
our future. 

“This includes the way we 
communicate, market ourselves, create 
opportunities to engage and promote 
our sport’s brand. Effective marketing, 
branding and communications can 
only make a positive contribution to 
the way that national governing bodies 
will deliver their strategies at regional, 
national and international levels.”

He continued: “With more than 870 
clubs and 32 districts in Scotland, you’re 
going to be waiting a long time if you 
expect Bowls Scotland to roll up at 
everyone’s front door and solve their 
membership, coaching, governance or 
development issues. 

“But members do need to know that a 
structure exists to help them. They need 
to know where to go or who to speak to. 
We need to communicate this and they 
need to be able to see and hear us.

“It doesn’t matter who you are, what 
you are doing or how you are doing it, 
communication is the key to making 
sure that you are expressing yourself, 
people understand what you are trying 
to achieve and that you are getting your 
message across.”

Hamilton was approached in 
January 2014 because of the work 
he was doing through the GlasBOWL 
Schools Coaching Initiative using 

Twitter and Facebook to promote the 
sport generally at club level.

He said: “My goal at the time was 
really just to agitate. Nobody was too 
big or too important. I wanted to create 
an environment where people would 
engage in a positive manner to help 
develop, promote and raise the profile 
of the sport. The ultimate goal was to 
look for mechanisms to change some 
of the traditional perceptions of bowls 
through the use of every medium 
available.”

ABOVE I Bowls Scotland director of marketing, 
branding & communications, Thomas Hamilton
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ENGAGING SOCIAL MEDIA

Hamilton is a staunch believer in the use of modern technology to improve communication, engagement, increase 
coverage and widen exposure of the sport. 

“It’s important to get your message out there, tell people what is happening, why it’s happening and when it’s 
happening,” he says.

“We must engage with our members as part of this process and encourage them to engage with us. Together we will build 
a really strong and sustainable sport.

“Bowls Scotland’s Facebook and Twitter pages have recently become one of the ‘go to’ places for updates and scores for 
events such as the 2014 Commonwealth Games and 2015 World Championships. 

“With almost 4,000 followers, Bowls Scotland’s Facebook account now has the highest number of followers of any lawn 
bowls National Governing Organisation in the world but it is still only five per cent of their membership. 

“News and information that we publish is then also shared through popular bowls-related social medium forums such as 
the Facebook pages of Bowls International and The Bowls Locker. Word spreads very quickly.

“We must be doing something right but it’s about more than just the numbers. It’s about promoting the work being done 
to help and develop our member clubs across the country, making sure they know what opportunities exist for support in 
areas such as development, coaching, governance and competition whilst also keeping them informed what Bowls Scotland 
is doing, on their behalf, to create a sustainable and viable sport for the 21st Century. The days of hiding behind blazers are 
over.”

Recent successes include the promotion of the 2015 Commonwealth Youth Games selection qualifiers during which 
an open competition gave players aged between 13 and 18 the opportunity to compete for the two selection spaces to 
represent Team Scotland at the games in Samoa. 

It was promoted heavily through broadcast, print and social media and attracted more than 120 applicants. All matches 
right through to the final were covered and regular score updates and photographs were published on Facebook and 
Twitter. By the end of it Bowls Scotland’s Facebook page had received in excess of 45,000 views.

Another example of these progressive strategies and initiatives is Try Bowls, Bowls Scotland’s 2014 public engagement 
programme. In just 18 months the campaign has recruited almost 200 clubs and attracted over 2,000 people to try the 
game. The campaign has also seen 150 people qualify through the Bowls Scotland Introduction to Coaching award, launched 
to support clubs who are actively recruiting new members.

Hamilton  said: “It’s important that we promote the strategies being developed by Bowls Scotland to ensure our members 
and potential new members see how hard the sport is working to create new opportunities and to modernise itself. 

“Yes we still have a lot of doubters but we're not hiding under a stone and as these people engage they will hopefully start 
to see how hard the organisation is working now to move the sport forward.”

RE-ENGAGING GRASS ROOT BOWLERS

During 2014 a comprehensive member’s 
survey was launched, which has 
generated new seeding and selection 
policies as well as proposed revisions to 

existing tournaments and the launch of the new 
Scottish Super Series Tier 1 ranking competition 
which Bowls Scotland has just launched.

“Everybody at Bowls Scotland understands that 
everything we do is open to scrutiny so an open 
marketing and communications strategy has 
allowed us to launch, promote and clarify any 
anomalies or misinformation’s which arise in 
relation to these strategies,” said Hamilton.

“It’s a policy of due process to demonstrate 
the reasoning and rationale behind the 
process”. The next target on the horizon is 
the launch in June of Bowls Scotland’s new 
strategy document which will set out the 

organisations goals to 2018.
“I have a passion and a belief in the real 

potential of this sport to develop into a truly 
inclusive and participative environment for 

people of all ages, ability and gender. 
“I’m certainly not trying to sex-up bowls but we’re 

not living in 1972 anymore and people need to 
crawl out from under their blazers and recognise 
that for the sport to survive and grow again.”

existing tournaments and the launch of the new 
Scottish Super Series Tier 1 ranking competition 

not living in 1972 anymore and people need to 
crawl out from under their blazers and recognise 
that for the sport to survive and grow again.”
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What do you think? 
Send your views to sian.honnor@keypublishing.comABOVE I One of Bowls 

Scotland’s very successful 
Try Bowls events
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AST month Bowls Scotland announced two new roles 
that will shape the future of the game for the next four 
years.

Former Olympic curling champion Rhona Howie MBE (nee 
Martin) has taken the helm as the sport’s first ever High 
Performance Manager while two times Commonwealth 
Games silver medallist and former world champion, 
Welshman John Price, has been named High Performance 
Coach.

The appointments confirm sportscotland’s pledge to assert 
Bowls Scotland on the world stage with a view of building 
upon recent successes to drive bowls forward in the future.

Bowls International spoke to Rhona and John as they 
prepared to take on their new roles.

After winning a gold medal at the 2002 Winter Olympics, 
Rhona continued playing at a high level until 2006 when she 
became a coach full time.

Her previous job was the head women’s coach for the British 
curling team, experience that she will draw upon for her new role.

But she knows that there will be obstacles along the way.
Rhona said: “Bowls is a very cultural sport in this country and any 

change is never overly welcome, but I want to communicate to 
people so they are not scared of what is coming.

“It is about looking to see what opportunities I can make 
available for all players, not just the elite sector, right down 
to the grass roots as well.

“We want to develop a performance pathway that is 
going to be sustainable for the future, and it becomes 
about how we can bring performance into that.

“The funding for my post is from sportscotland, 
and I think they can see the need to move the sport 

forward. It is great to get that type of backing.
“I will be working closely with John Price- he will provide the bowls 

knowledge and I will come from the high performance side.
“I have played bowls the odd time and watched it on TV like 

everyone else.
“I do need to find out more about it but in many 

respects this gives me an advantage because I 
am a fresh pair of eyes.

“I am really excited about my new role, it is 
a completely new challenge but it is not new 
in terms of high performance.

“My skills from curling, which I have 
been involved in for the past 30 years, 
are transferrable so it is about how 
best I can move bowls forward, and 
of course that includes raising the 
profile.”

OLYMPIAN AND 
FORMER WORLD CHAMPION 
WILL LEAD SCOTLAND

Her previous job was the head women’s coach for the British 

LEFT | John Price 
regards his new 
coaching role as a 
massive challenge 
but can’t wait to get 
started

OLYMPIAN
Striving for Success  |  BY SIAN HONNOR



36 Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribeBOWLS INTERNATIONAL | July 2015

JUST THE START
Rhona paid tribute to the work of David 
Gourlay, adding: “He had started to 
very successfully introduce the high 
performance side of things to bowls and 
move everything forward.

“Now John and I need time to get a 
strategic plan in place and to do that we 
will be speaking to bowlers both who 
have been successful and to those who 
are just starting out in the game.

“I also want to speak to men and women 
separately because they have very 
different needs.

“I am not going to implement a 
programme that is black and white, it 
needs to be tailored and I am sure that 
the men and women are going to be very 
different.

“The women may need more coaching 
whereas the men may benefit from the 
psychology aspects more.

“Fitness training, strength building, core 
stability and injury management are just 
some of the opportunities that we are 
going to make available to the athletes.

“I have gone through the stages 
myself as an athlete and as a coach. 
Bowls is very successful and I 
want to move that forward 
in the best way that I can.

“Any TV coverage that 
we receive along the way 
is a bonus. That is not my 
immediate aim, however, 
but hopefully it will be a by 
product of what we are 
doing.”

"FITNESS TRAINING, 
STRENGTH BUILDING, 
CORE STABILITY AND 
INJURY MANAGEMENT 
ARE JUST SOME OF THE 
OPPORTUNITIES THAT 
WE ARE GOING TO MAKE 
AVAILABLE..."

HIGH PERFORMANCE 
COACHING
John Price has made a big move 
from Wales to Scotland in order to 
accept the role, and acknowledges 
the ‘massive change’ that his new 
position brings.

“I think that at my time of life this is 
such an opportunity and if I did not 
take it now then I might regret it,” he 
said.

“Being involved in coaching is the 
one thing I have not done in my 
bowls career to date, I have played 
bowls, commentated and been 
involved in the administration side of 
things.

“This has always been a bit of an 
ambition but unfortunately there has 
not been the opportunity to do this 

sort of thing in Wales because of the 
structure.

“I thought this might be my only 
chance to work with players at this 
level at major championships and I 
wanted to have an influence when 
it comes to moving forward the 
Scottish team.

“My wife has not moved up but she 
is used to me being away and she 
might join me in the future. In the 
meantime there are good links to 
Cardiff and it is a good time for me to 
do this what with the children being 
old enough now.

“The four-year contract takes me just 
beyond the Commonwealth Games 
and by that stage I will be nearing 59 
so I would hope that I can be putting 
my feet up a bit by then.”

BLURRED LINES?
John laughs off the suggestion that leading a Scottish team to success may prove 
challenging for such a patriotic Welshman.

He says: “I was very privileged to play for my country and I would never play bowls 
for another country but this is different- this is a job. It is about working with an 
excellent country as far as talent and potential goes in bowls.

“Scotland has in place a pathway and programme that it is hoped will take them to 
even greater highs. We want to give players the opportunity to perform and to win 

medals.
“Rhona has got to develop a programme that helps achieve 

that but they key message is that we are looking at ten to 
15 years down the line so that systems are put in place to 
develop talent identification for new players.

“It will be about how they can come into the system and 
work their way right up to the top level of bowls.”

John says that the amount of money being thrown at bowls 
in Scotland has opened the door to a very professional 
system at all levels of the game.

“Scotland has a very different competitive programme to 
England and Wales and is committed to high performance at 
all the major events,” he added.

“The England women’s team has been particularly good but 
the question now for Bowls England is how do you develop 
that natural talent to go further?

“Scotland knows that its current form may not last-but 
with a high performance programme the future should be 
safeguarded to bring new players into the fold.

“Normally you look at grass roots first but we seem to be 
doing things in reverse- but the long term goal is to develop a 
structure which enables talent identification at low level within 
the districts.

“We need the coaching standard to be the same throughout 
the country and the levels to get the continuity to bring people 
up. The sport is doing different things to get people into the 
game and one thing follows on from another.

“There is a lot of buzz about what is happening in Scottish 
bowls at the moment. I want the team to be as successful as it 
possibly can be.”
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A
S I recently discovered in a 
book produced more than 80 
years ago, the game of lawn 
bowls was very different to 
that which we know and love 
today.

‘Bowls - How to improve your 
game’ published by Sir Isaac 

Pitman & Sons in 1934 reveals that it was a 
game played by the middle classes - men in 
blazers and ties and women in bonnets and 
white ankle length skirts - and using chiefly 
bowls ostensibly made of hard lignum vitae 
timber from the Caribbean and northern 
South American forests which created a 
much wider arc to the jack than we see in the 
modern game.

This A5-sized illustrated hardback book 
was loaned to me by a fellow club member 
at Ketton Bowls Club in Rutland who in turn 
was gifted it by a friend who came across it in 
a pile of jumble.

It is a literary treasure which reveals in 
fascinating detail, an insight into a sport 
which had changed little since the end of 
the 19th century and provided a genteel 
exercise for those who were competitive but 
shied away from the more physical demands 
of other more energetic sports of the time 
including football, cricket, hockey, netball, 
rugby and tennis.

This 90-page tome, features advertisements 
for the only bowls manufacturers of the time 
- Thomas Taylor and RG Lawrie of Glasgow, 
FH Ayres of London’s Aldersgate Street and 
Taylor-Rolph’s of Mortlake. 

It was published at a time when elsewhere, 
the world was in turmoil.
Hitler had that year declared himself as 
Fuhrer, the undisputed dictator of Germany, 
the United States was still suffering drought 
and the Great Depression, Japan was making 
aggressive noises and notorious outlaws 
Bonnie Parker and Clyde Barrow had been 
shot in a hail of bullets by the FBI.

In the UK, meanwhile, Scotsman Robert 
Sprot had been declared probably the 
world’s best bowler by winning the 1934 
British Empire singles gold medal at 
Paddington bowls green. 

The event had been switched from South 
Africa where concerns had been expressed 
by some Commonwealth nations about 
the way black and Asian athletes might be 
treated.

Bowls pre-WWII was being promoted as 
more of an exercise to enhance your health 
than as a competitive pastime.

In the opening chapter, the author H 
P Webber, a former English champion, 
enthuses: “Advantages to health include 
the walking and an abundance of fresh air 
to stimulate sleepy lungs. The exercise of 
bowls is even and rhythmical with no jerky 
movements to crick stiff and inelastic muscles.

“In the excitement of the game a man 
forgets that he is doing precisely those 
irksome things that the doctor ordered and 
which have been conveniently forgotten. 
Bowls is the abdominal rejuvenator.”

In terms of cost, the author regarded bowls 
as one of the cheapest and least exclusive of 
outdoor sports.
You could buy a pair of flat-soled brown 
rubber shoes for less a guinea (equivalent 
to just over £1), secure five months play on 
a council green for 10s 6d (50p) or shell out 
between one and five guineas to play at a 
private club (£5-£6). 
THE GAME IN PRACTICE
Despite the Victorian approach of the time, 
the fundamental object of the game in 1934 
has not changed - ‘to get as close to the jack 
as possible and when the ‘end ‘ is complete, 
to have your bowls and your team mates’ 
closer to the jack than your opponents.

About the delivery action, the Webber 
suggests: “Women would be wise to adopt 
a limited rather than a free striding-forward 
action, which does not seem to lend itself to 
feminine grace and charm. 

“Practice the action before a mirror, holding 
a wood but not letting it out of the hand!”

As well as identifying the various grips, he 

suggests experimenting with manipulation 
of the thumb and middle finger to produce 
various ‘trick shots’.

“Clip the bias by tilting it outwards to make 
the bowl run straighter and increase bias 
on the forehand only by tilting the bowl 
inwards and giving it a flick of the wrist at the 
moment of delivery. 

“The thumb should only be on the top of 
the bowl for skittling shots,” he adds.

Best not try this at home, especially in front 
of a mirror.

As well as identifying the various stances 
and types of shots prevalent in the 1930s - 
the draw, the ‘resting’ and ‘trailer’ shots, the 
drive and the ‘guard’ - Webber also deals with 
tactics of the time.

“Study your opponent critically and aim 
to discover his weak points during the trial 
ends. Note the length of jack he favours but 
seek to keep your own failings from prying 
eyes.

“And when playing against a chronic skittler 
lay a few encouraging woods close to the jack 
in the hope that by egging him on to drive, 
he will lose his length.”

When forming a rink, he says, individuals’ 
playing ability will not always bring success.

“There must be, in addition, a spirit of 
loyalty and co-operation and confidence in 
one another. Remember no position in a rink 
is inferior, each is superior according to the 
special qualities it demands.”

He warns: “Do not attempt to skip until 
you have been through the mill and have 
experience of play in other positions in the 
rink.”

Finally, the book deals with the indoor 
game which between the two World Wars 
was still in its infancy with just 17 clubs 
in England. Six of them - Crystal Palace, 
Southend, Bognor Regis, Acton, Lewisham 
and Worthing - were renowned for their 
coconut matting surfaces. 

Says Webber in the typical old English style 
which runs like a seam through the book: 
“The beginner should avoid playing regularly 
on an indoor green until he has had at least 
one season of outdoor play.

“Once a natural style has been ‘inculcated’ 
he will find that the gentle action enjoined 
upon him - no big swing is ever necessary 
- will enable him to experiment with his 
delivery until mastery has been attained.”

*Bowls - How to improve your game was 
first published by Sir Isaac Pitman and Sons 
in 1934 price 1s 6d.

BOWLS IN 1930’S SEEN AS 
HEALTH ENHANCER

ABOVE I The book that turned up in a jumble sale, 
along with a lignum vitae bowl



There are some exciting new 
developments at TLH Leisure 
Resort, Torquay, one of the South 

West’s leading bowl holiday destinations.
The group of four hotels are proud to have 

such an experienced and dedicated team of 
bowlers on site, who go that extra mile to 
ensure bowls holidays run smoothly. 

Bowlers tell us that it is the people who 
make all the difference to their holiday – it’s 
why so many return time and time again to 
Torquay and to TLH Leisure Resort.

NEW BOWING SALES EXECUTIVE
Just recently, Trudie Crouch (pictured below 
right with Sarah Vinnicombe), joined the 
company as Bowling Sales Executive. 
She has only been bowling a short time but 
has already got the ‘bug’.  After supporting 
her daughter, who started playing in a local 
school league, Trudie decided to have a go 
herself and has now been playing at Torquay 
BC for over a year and is well acquainted 
with the TLH indoor bowls arena. 

Trudie says: "I’m really excited to be joining 
the team and can’t wait to start meeting the 
many bowlers who stay with us."

If you’re planning your next bowls tour 

or group break call Trudie now on 01803 
400108.

BOWLS CO-ORDINATOR
Trudie works closely with Sarah Vinnicombe 
who organises the indoor and outdoor 
bowling fixtures and runs a series of festivals 
and tournaments. Sarah has been bowling 
since 2005 and is a self confessed addict 
of the game who loves competing at club 
level. She was thrilled to receive her outdoor 
county badge at the beginning of the 2013 
season.

Sarah says: “The best part of my job is the 
people I meet. Bowlers are a very social 
breed and I feel lucky to be able to combine 
my love of bowls with my job.’

If you have any queries about your fixtures 
or the details of your booking, you can reach 
Sarah on 01803 400116.

BRAND NEW WEBSITE
The TLH Leisure Resort website has been 
given a complete revamp and has the 
exciting new addition of a dedicated bowling 
microsite. You’ll find details of all the festivals 
and tournaments on offer, as well as more 
about the other facilities at TLH which make 

a bowling holiday there so special. Take a 
look around at bowling.tlh.co.uk

38

ADVERTISING FEATURE  |  TLH Resort

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe

TLH Leisure Resort

BOWLS INTERNATIONAL | July 2015

The Leading Bowls Holiday Destination 
in the South West

Derwent • Victoria • Toorak • Carlton  01803 400500|www.tlh.co.uk/bowling

• Stay at our Derwent or Toorak Hotels 
•  Full programme of tournaments & festivals  

for individuals and small groups 
• Tournament standard indoor arena 
• Indoor & outdoor touring clubs welcome 
• Outstanding leisure facilities 
• Nightly dancing & entertainment

The Leading Bowls Holiday Destination 

• Stay at our Derwent or Toorak Hotels
• Full programme of tournaments & festivals 

for individuals and small groups 
• Tournament standard indoor arena 
• Indoor & outdoor touring clubs welcome 

Short Mat 
Breaks  
also available

•
•
•

•
•

Ask for a 
copy of  
TLH Bowls 
Brochure



CYPRUS BOWLS HOLIDAYS

The Athena Beach Hotel and the Athena Royal Beach Hotel are 
popular for both individual bowlers and groups offering world
class bowling coupled with luxurious hotel facilities in a superb 
beach front location in Paphos, Cyprus.

Bowling Highlights 
  18 full sized outdoor rinks featuring 
‘Mastergreen’ carpet surfaces and 
floodlight bowls

  6 full sized indoor rinks

  Resident Bowls Co-ordinators

  12 short mat bowling rinks

  Hosts to Atlantic Rim Championships
   in Nov 2015

Hotel Features
  Modern 4* superior hotel rooms with tea / coffee making facilities fridge, 
hairdryer, iron, satellite TV

   Heated indoor and outdoor pools with spa / gym

   Superb dining with a choice of five restaurants

Contact our UK Sales office for bookings and 
further information    Call  01924 380 160
E: sales@uk-cbh.com  W: www.cbh-cyprus.com

Pedras da Rainha the home of Algarve Bowls
Pedras da Rainha is widely recognised as one of the finest lawn 

bowling greens in the Northern Hemisphere. So much so, whenever 
tourists visit, the first thing they do is touch the green to make sure 

the surface is real grass.  The green is played throughout the year and 
is only closed for essential maintenance and is a delight to play.

Fed up with the rain? 
The Algarve is famous as one the world’s finest golf destinations.

Why let the golfers get all that sunshine?
We at Algarve Bowls would like you, the bowler, to share in this 

sunshine. We want to provide you with a great inexpensive bowling 
holiday and have available a wonderful combination of sunshine, great 
venues and beautiful bowling greens in both Portugal and nearby Spain. 

We can tailor a bowling holiday specifically for your needs, from self 
catering to all inclusive, from parties of 2 to 52.

For further information please visit us at;

www.algarvebowls.com

• All Inclusive                                    
• Self Catering
• Bowls Hire

• 4 star hotels                                   
• No single supplements 

on 25% of Party

Enjoy eating out....try
 our Gourmet Tour

 GOURMET
TOURS
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CHACEWATER BOWLS

hen Natalie Melmore was invited to lend a 
hand at Chacewater Bowls Club in Cornwall 
at the start of the season to help out 
with an open day, she was expecting a 
traditional clubhouse.

But what she found was in another league.

A CLUB FOR THE F U T U R E

THIS wasn’t your everyday opportunity 
– generally speaking, most outdoor club 
houses we tend to spend our season 
in can often be edging on the side of 
a ‘glorified shed’, however, there was 
definitely something different about 
Chacewater!

The club’s story is not one of just mere 
improvements to the green or clubhouse, 
but one of complete regeneration in 
terms of the building itself and the 
attitudes of the members in how they 
wanted to run their club in the future. 

So many clubs are falling onto hard 
times and with membership numbers 
falling and clubs closing down across the 
country, I genuinely feel that Chacewater 
is a beacon of hope - a light at the end 
of the tunnel, and should be seen as 
an inspiration to any club, whether 
struggling or not. It is a story that just has 
to be told!

THE CLUB
To begin, a little bit of history. The club itself 
was established in 1925 and as membership 
numbers went, they were probably above 
average with a number of around 80 for six 
rinks. 

Based in a small Cornish town, with 
limited parking and a location that would 
be difficult to find (unless you knew 
how), although members were generally 
content with their membership figures,  
they knew they could do more and back 
in 2013 the committee made a decision 
that change was needed if they were to 
not only survive, but grow and prosper as 
a club.

The club decided that they 
needed to completely rebuild the 
clubhouse, but of course this is not an 
inexpensive task. 

To do this, the club needed to raise 
significant funds and to do so, the committee 

sought out and took advantage of some of 
the many grants available to sports facilities 
in England.
Regarding the facilities inside the new 
clubhouse, the committee made the decision 
to invest in a professional kitchen, as well as 
opening up and expanding the main area, 
which will allow them to hire out the club to 
small catering businesses, as well as wedding 
or birthday parties and for shortmat bowls in 
the winter. 

This was one of their smartest moves in 
my opinion. Not only do they have an eco-
friendly, brand new clubhouse for their 
existing members, but they are now able to 
run the club like a business and have the 
amenities to recuperate some of the costs as 
part of a long term, sustainable plan.
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TO DATE THE CLUB HAS 
RECEIVED/USED:

£50,000 
from the Olympic 2012 legacy awards

£30,000 
from S.I.T.A Cornwall Trust who were impressed with 
the club’s environmentally-friendly practices and plans – 
they have since received a further £15,000 for a heating 
system

£60,000 
from the club’s reserve funds that were built up for the 
new build, alongside many other smaller grants

As well as this, the club also received EXCEPTIONAL 
SUPPORT FROM LOCAL FIRMS who have completed 
work for free or at cost – A REAL COMMUNITY PROJECT. 

RECRUITMENT
Once the build was underway, a subc-ommittee of four 
members was formed to draw up a recruitment plan with 
two main objectives:

1) Increase the membership from 78 to 100 in the 2015 
season.
2) Retain at least 90 per cent of the new members for 
2016.

In order to achieve the objectives, the club decided to 
host an open day to officially launch the new clubhouse 
to the public with the aim of attracting new bowlers to 
have a go at the sport for the first time.
They arranged multi-media promotion including the local 
radio, West Briton, coverage on BBC Cornwall and social 
media, as well as the more traditional methods of leaflet 
drops which still have some serious merit.

As well as this, the club also planned for the event to 
be filmed by a drone, with the footage to be used in the 
future for promotional material (to highlight sponsor 
boards etc). That one was a first for me, but a perfect 
example of thinking outside the box.

When the open day finally arrived, we were lucky 
that the sun was shining (although a little windy) and a 
number of club members, as well as Cornish international 
Mark Read were there to help out on the green, as well as 
with tea or buffet table duties.

Over the promotional weekend, the club had 105 people 
on the green, which led to 36 on-the-spot completed 
applications and they were expecting more forms to be 
returned when summer finally arrives and the weather 
improves.

The weekend was a huge success by anyone’s standards 
and I am very much looking forward to hearing how 
many members they have recruited by the end of the 
year! 

Chacewater has cleverly used its new clubhouse as the 
catalyst to attract new members and it has been central 
to all of the club’s plans. 

With any recruitment event, it is so important to have 
a narrative and a story to tell behind the drive. Whether 
a member has turned 100 years old, you have re-laid the 
green or perhaps an international player has joined the 
club – try to think of something different than the year 
before in order to create a ‘buzz’ around your event. 

Club president Barrie Tippett said: “The recruitment 
event exceeded our wildest dreams and with Natalie and 
Jamie Chestney’s help we had full teams with reserves, it’s 
so pleasing to see our green being used with people new 
to bowls practising. 

“It has been so successful in such a short time, we’ve 
increased our membership by nearly 50 per cent and 
have stopped actively recruiting so we are able to 
concentrate on the new entrants. 

01 I The new 
clubhouse which 
the club has used to 
create interest.

02 I The old 
building before 
demolition

“This wouldn’t have been possible without the brilliant support from 
the membership who have not only helped build our new clubhouse, 
but supported this recruitment effort."

I am very pleased to have been given the opportunity to play a small 
part of their journey, but the real heroes are the members themselves 
who just so happen to be some of the most passionate and dedicated 
club members I have ever met. Without them, none of it would have 
been possible – so, to Tony Roode, Chris Instance and team – I salute you 
on a job well done! I hope that their story will inspire you to make some 
positive changes at your club this season.

"THIS 
WOULDN’T 
HAVE BEEN 
POSSIBLE 
WITHOUT SOME 
BRILLIANT 
SUPPORT." 

Around the Clubs  |  NATALIE MELMORE
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Dear Bowls International,
Arising from Allan Thornhill’s comments 
about ‘gruelling  and intimidating  
process’  and the ‘false environment’ 
of umpiring exams, I have recently 
experienced it.
How do we expect to encourage 
volunteers to become umpires?
Day one of the Revision Programme 
was well conducted- we were fortunate 
to have Ray Keen as our mentor.
But it would be useful if the mentor 
could carry out a brief appraisal at the 
end of the second day. We all want 
to know how we performed , good or 
otherwise.
Many of the measures we only carry 
out every four years.
Could the examiner check the umpire’s 
kit and then have all the heavy bits 
in situ such as a long measure, long 
string and square, therefore leaving the 
umpire to carry the small items in their 
pocket?
This would help with the false 
environment. When are we ever called 
to do 15 measures in succession?
One final question, we were advised 
to purchase the Home Study Manual 
and DVD before attending our re 
assessment- it was useful but was not 
mentioned on the course.

PAT MCMAHON

Dear Bowls International,
I am a subscriber to Bowls International 
and enjoyed reading ‘What Is the Right 
Bowl for You?’ in the December issue.
I started playing in June 2014 and like 
many beginners was wary about buying 
new bowls, but even with the help of 
club members it was difficult to select 
the right set, so a second-hand set was 
the obvious choice, but with an even 
more bewildering range to choose from.
I thoroughly enjoy playing bowls and 
find it complements my main sport of 
petanque. 
There are many similarities in 
tactics, and some major differences 
in approach. I am experienced at 
petanque having played for Kent, 
England and Great Britain. There are 
possibilities for articles comparing 
similar sports and tactics.

DAVID BLAKELEY
Dear Bowls International,
I have just read the June edition 
from cover to cover and must say 
that I found Tony Allcock’s article on 
‘Mastering your two bowl game’ one 
of the most interesting things I have 
read of his.
So many people overlook the 
importance of bowling well with 
two woods but it is this discipline 

that comprises most of the play 
within clubs- be it in matches or club 
leagues.
It is not enough to rely on a third or 
fourth bowl or to leave the job to 
someone else, so it was nice to see 
this subject getting some attention.
I think we can all learn from doing 
more in roll ups with two bowls as a 
way to sharpen skills to be used in 
more important matches.
Keep up the good work!

JOYCE LOVEDAY
Dear Bowls International,
I was fascinated to read the interview 
with the great David Bryant in 
last month’s magazine. He was 
undoubtedly the best that the world 
has ever seen and although there are 
brilliant players out there today, I fear 
that the game no longer has such 
characters.
David’s views on the modern game 
are spot on- the greens are very 
different now from those we used 
to play on, and not for the better I 
am afraid. I think this comes from a 
shortage of actual greenkeepers as 
clubs insist on saving money. But at 
what cost to the players?

BERNARD RUSSELL

Dear Bowls International,
I have just finished reading with 
interest Katherine Rednall’s article 
on coaching within schools. 
I have started up a business 
recently that is offering just that 
within the Warwickshire and 
Northamptonshire area.
What I would say is that it is not 
as easy as just having somebody 
going into schools and saying 'let 
me teach you how to play bowls', 
there really is a closed shop out 
there, just like many parts of 

business, the hardest part is getting 
your foot in the door to get heard. 
I have sent emails galore to 
many schools, most without 
any form of reply. This will not 
deter me. I have met with Peter 
Thompson and he thinks the 
business idea is good, so this is 
another reason to drive me on 
and finally it is the thought of all 
the kids that will not get a chance 
to sample this great sport unless 
I keep pushing. 
Katherine is very lucky in that her 

parents, both being teachers will 
give her the contacts to get into 
schools and I suppose it may help 
being a former ladies champion.
If anybody out there is interested in 
helping me with advice, sponsorship 
or contacts to push this venture on I 
would be very interested. 
New Age Bowls have been good 
and as I said EIBA have been very 
supportive, it just needs a bit of a 
push to get noticed.
 

DARREN WHEELER

Send your views, news and reviews on all things bowls to: Sian Honnor, Bowls International Magazine, 
Key Publishing Ltd, PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1XQ or email: sian.honnor@keypublishing.com

INBOX



John Forsey Bowls Shop
Part Exchange Welcome  - www.johnforseybowls.co.uk

ALL BOWLS POST FREE UK MAINLAND

HENSELITE BOWLS
TIGER SLIMLINE Outdoor Model

TIGER PRO All round indoor/outdoor
TIGER II Tightline for indoor bowling
Classic II, Classic, Classic TRL to order
Colours all £249 - Black all £219

DRAKES PRIDE BOWLS
PROFESSIONAL

All round indoor and outdoor
FINELINE Narrow line for dedicated indoor

NEW ‘XP’ The ideal outdoor bowl
All coloured models £219 - All black models £157

FINELINE Narrow line for dedicated indoor

All coloured models £219 - All black models £157

FINELINE Narrow line for dedicated indoor

All coloured models £219 - All black models £157

TAYLOR 2015 NEW COLOURS

Available in Ace, Vector and Blaze £230

TAYLOR 2015 NEW COLOURS

PLAIN BLUE

TAYLOR 2015 NEW COLOURS

RED

TAYLOR 2015 NEW COLOURS

PLUM REDPLAIN BLUEPLAIN BLUE

BLUE & MINT

REDRED

BLUE, BLACK & SILVER

PLUM REDPLUM RED

REFLEX SILVER

TAYLOR CLASSIC COLOUR RANGE

BLACK – Ace, Vector and Blaze £185 Legacy and Lazer £155

TAYLOR CLASSIC COLOUR RANGE

DARK BLUE SPECKLED

TAYLOR CLASSIC COLOUR RANGE

MAROON RED

TAYLOR CLASSIC COLOUR RANGE

FLAME

TAYLOR CLASSIC COLOUR RANGE

CAMOFLAGEDARK BLUE SPECKLEDDARK BLUE SPECKLED

DARK BLUE MAGENTA

MAROON REDMAROON RED

RASPBERRY RIPPLE

FLAMEFLAME

VANILLA SKY

AVAILABLE IN 
ACE, VECTOR, 
BLAZE £230

LADIES CROP
TROUSERS 
In White and grey
Sizes 10-24
20” leg

Retail £42.99
OUR PRICE £35.99

TAYLOR
TROLLEY CASE
Takes full set of bowls/
shoes/clothing
& accessories
red/black
& blue/black
14” x 17” x 10”

TROLLEY CASE
Takes full set of bowls/

OUR PRICE £69.95

TAYLOR WHITE
SPORTS TROUSER
Stitched front crease 2 hip
pockets, back pocket.
Zip fl y
Mens: 32-46
ONLY 29.99
Ladies: 12-24

SPORTS TROUSER
Stitched front crease 2 hip

ONLY £28.99

EMSMORN VENTILITE II
Redesigned and restyled.
Waterproof properties
have been enhanced,
drier than ever yet
allows body
heat away.

EMSMORN VENTILITE II
Redesigned and restyled.
Waterproof properties
Redesigned and restyled.

Sizes XS-XL    £53.99
2XL - 4XL  £56.99

HENSELITE GENTS VICTORY
Classic lace-up bowls shoe.
Probably our best seller!
White or greyWhite or grey

£39.95
OUR PRICE £33.99

EMSMORN 
LADIES WHITE
POLO VEE
BLOUSE
Revere collar & short
placket front,
short set in sleeves
Sizes 10-24
£17.99

LADIES WHITE

OUR PRICE £14.99

EMSMORN 
TAILORED
LADIES SLACKS
Sizes 10-20
Retail £44.99
OUR PRICE £36.99
Sizes 22-28
Retail £49.99
OUR PRICE £39.99

TAYLOR IONA BLOUSE
Open V neck
with collar
Sizes S-XXL

TAYLOR IONA BLOUSE

Retail £23.99
OUR PRICE £21.00

TAYLOR ACE ZIP UP 
JACKET

Red or blue trim
Sizes S-XXL

TAYLOR ACE ZIP UP 

Red or blue trim

Retail £42.99
OUR PRICE £37.99

DRAKES PRIDE LADIES 
COSMIC
4-8 (in ½s) White/Blue
White/Silver, White/PinkWhite/Silver, White/PinkWhite/Silver, White/Pink

£42.00
OUR PRICE £37.99

EMSMORN 
LADIES
SPORTEX
BLOUSE
Sizes 10-24

Retail £19.50
OUR PRICE £16.99

TAYLOR MIDI SPORTS BAG
Available in Silver, Blue, Red and 
purple.Big base section for bowls 
and shoes
Separate pocket
for wets

purple.Big base section for bowls 

Separate pocket

OUR PRICE
£39.95

 EMSMORN RIBBED
‘V’ NECK

PULLOVER
34” - 50” chest

White only

 EMSMORN RIBBED

Retail £39.99
OUR PRICE £34.99

EMSMORN
VOYAGER
Availble in Black,
Navy Blue,
and Burgundy

EMSMORNEMSMORN

Availble in Black,

EMSMORN

Availble in Black,

Retail £97.99
OUR PRICE £79.99

HENSELITE BLADE
GENTS TRAINER
7 - 12 White only7 - 12 White only7 - 12 White only

£79.90
OUR PRICE £59.99

 TAYLOR ACE MEN’S 
SPORTS SHIRT

Red or blue trim
Sizes S-XXL

 TAYLOR ACE MEN’S 
SPORTS SHIRT

Retail £25.99
OUR PRICE £22.99

GREENZ LADIES VICKI
3-8 White, Grey

Retail £55.69
OUR PRICE £49.99

EMSMORN GENTS 
WINDSOR
White or grey
Sizes 7-11
White or grey

Retail £47.99
OUR PRICE £39.99

EMSMORN GENTS
PROLITE TROUSERS
Stretch comfort with
elasticated waistband
White or grey,
front zip
Sizes: S-XXL
Leg 29-31-33

PROLITE TROUSERS

OUR PRICE £25.99

EMSMORN CLASSIC 
TROLLEY BAG
Extension handle
Burgandy, Royal,
Navy, Black, Lilac

EMSMORN CLASSIC 
TROLLEY BAG
Extension handle

Retail £84.99
OUR PRICE £69.99

EMSMORN LADIES 
PROLITE
Sports style trouse in
grey or white. Elasticated
waistband with draw
cord
Size XS-XL  

grey or white. Elasticated

ONLY £25.99

EMSMORN
WHITE
TROUSERS
Probably the best
cut and style in bowls
trousers
Sizes 30-46
OUR PRICE £37.99
Sizes 48-56
OUR PRICE £44.99

OUR PRICE £37.99

OUR PRICE £44.99

TAYLOR FLEXI-DRI
BREATHABLE
WATERPROOF
JACKET
Blue or grey trim
S-XXL

TAYLOR FLEXI-DRI

WATERPROOF

Retail £62.00
OUR PRICE £55.99

EMSMORN UNISEX
DRI-LITE
BREATHABLE
WATERPROOF
LINED JACKET
XS-XXL

EMSMORN UNISEX

WATERPROOF
LINED JACKET

Retail £41.50
OUR PRICE £33.99

EMSOMORN LADIES 
ZARA
Sizes 4-8 White or grey

Retail £49.50
OUR PRICE £39.99

John Forsey Bowls Shop,  32-34 Park View Road, Welling, NW Kent.  DA16 1RT. 
 0208 303 5221 - 0208 304 9922  - Open 9am-5.30pm Closed Sundays, Wednesdays and Bank Holidays. 

Plenty of free parking outside shop.

 0208 303 5221

John Forsey April F_P.indd   1 11/03/2015   10:01
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Mike Stanley 
gave up 
bowls due to 

his busy work schedule as 
Chief Examiner for Psychology 
for a major examination board, a 
position he held for 20 years.

Since returning to the sport, he is putting 
his academic background to good use.

In the first of a series of articles, he 
introduces the idea of applying psychological 
research to the game in order to understand 
yourself as a player and hone your skills...

SPORTS Psychology is a rapidly growing 
discipline in the UK and many sportspeople, 
at all levels, have benefitted from the 
knowledge gained from this subject. I will 
first outline the inherent distinctions between 
different mindsets before identifying how 
this can be applied to a bowls context.

Mindset is a set of beliefs or a way of 
thinking that determines your behaviour, 
outlook or mental attitude.

Every so often, a truly groundbreaking idea 
comes along and this is one of them. Mindset 
explains why talent doesn’t necessarily bring 
success and maybe even stands in the way of 
it. It explains why talent does not foster self-
esteem and accomplishment, but jeopardises 
them.

The talent myth can be explored using 
the two different types of mindset- fixed or 
growth.

In a fixed mindset, people believe that their 
basic qualities like their intelligence or talent 
are fixed. 

They spend their time documenting their 
talent rather than developing it. They believe 
talent creates success – without effort. 

But they are wrong- talent does not         

guarantee success.
People in this mindset worry about their 

talent and how adequate they are. They have 
something to prove to themselves and others.

Conversely, in a growth mindset, people 
believe that abilities can be developed 
through dedication and hard work- talent is 
only a starting point and it doesn’t have to 
be great. 

This view creates resilience that is 
successful for success. Virtually all great 
people have this quality.

Albert Einstein said: “It’s not that I am so 
smart; it’s just that I stay with problems 
longer,’ and David Beckham once said: 
“One thing about me, I practise until my 
feet bleed.”

THE FANTASTIC 
ELASTIC BRAIN

In one famous experiment in 
psychology, the region of the brain 

that controls finger movement increased 
in size in participants required to play a piano 
finger exercise daily over the course of only 
five days.

Another famous example is London 
taxi drivers with ‘the knowledge’, who 
show a significant increase in the size of 
their hippocampus; the area of the brain 
responsible for navigation. 

This makes adaptive sense. If we were 
hardwired for all possible activities, we would 
have very little spare mental capacity left. The 
brain is like a muscle; you can get smarter 
every time you learn something; your 
neurons are growing. 

So, what has this got to do with bowls?
Believing in talent blocks the possibility of 
success. Instead, it’s all about effort- a growth 
mindset.

One sports psychologist suggests that in 
order to develop an enduring skill, it takes 
10,000 hours of deliberate practice (even 
better with coaching that provides feedback).  

Your brain circuitry will change to create 
automatic processes which means that you 
can do it without thinking, consequently 
freeing your attention for other more 
important things. 
So, delivering the bowl becomes an 
automatic process that does not require 
conscious attention. 
Attention should be focused on the desired 
outcome, for example; a dead length toucher. 
Attention that is focused elsewhere; for 
example, your actual delivery or what your 
skip is yelling, will interfere with what you are 
trying to do. Performance will suffer.

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe

IT'S ALL IN THE 
MIND

BOWLS INTERNATIONAL | July 2015

ASK YOURSELF
• Question 1: Think of a time when you did really well in a game 

of bowls. You tell your friends/spouse about your success. What 

response would you most like to have?

• That shows how talented you are
• That shows you must have tried really hard

• Question 2: You are dropped by the selectors for an important 

match even though you tried your best to impress them, and you 

feel disappointed. What are your feelings?

• What’s the point in trying so hard? I’ve not got the talent.
• Being dropped makes me more motivated.
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Psychology  |BY MIKE STANLEY

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe July 2015 | BOWLS INTERNATIONAL

Similarly, expectations and self-belief come 
in to play and can affect your game positively 
or negatively.

When psychologists gave an IQ test to 
students, white students initially did better 
than black students. 

But when students were told the test 
didn’t assess IQ, there was no difference in 
performance of black and white students. 
It was their expectations that affected 
performance. It’s known as a self-fulfilling 
prophesy. So, if you don’t expect to play the 
forehand well, you probably won’t.

FORGET YOUR FAILURES
Fear of failure is your worst enemy. Michael 
Jordan, US champion basketball player said: 
“Twenty-six times I’ve been trusted to take 
the winning game shot and missed. I’ve failed 
over and over again in my life, and that’s why 
I succeed.”

This mentality shows that it is how we deal 
with failure that counts. Failure makes some 
people feel angry and depressed and want to 
give up. This indicates a talent orientated or 
fixed mindset.

Failure makes other people want to learn 
from their mistakes which is the effort/
growth mindset. 

These people believe that it is not just effort 
that counts, and they recognise that failure is 
part of learning. 

The hallmark of success in individuals is 
that they value effort and persist in the face 
of obstacles.

Ask yourself now why you play bowls-do 
you enjoy playing? If so, this is called intrinsic 
motivation, because it comes from within 
you, the player.

It gives you a big advantage over those who 
worry about the outcome (the result of the 
match). 

It is impossible to fully focus on performing 

well if you worry about the outcome, which is 
called extrinsic motivation.

Intrinsic motivation is more suited to 
excellence. This leads to better focus on 
the task, less tension and better images/
thoughts.

The best bowlers focus on the process and 
let the results take care of themselves.

It therefore follows that there is a big 
difference between striving to succeed and 
striving to avoid failure.

Striving to avoid failure is loaded with 
negative images and tension. 

It’s a negative fulfilling prophesy – you are 
expecting to lose, so you do. Bowling to 
avoid failure: “whatever you do, don’t bowl a 
narrow wood!” We all know what is likely to 
happen here.

UNDERDOG, CONTENDER OR THE 
FAVOURITE?
In theory, if we stay focused on the process, 
it shouldn’t make a big difference whether as 
a player we are the underdog, the contender 
or the favourite. 

However, being human, it is easy for these 
perceptions to have an influence. 

The underdog has nothing to lose, so 
they are less prone to fear of failure. 

When you become a contender, you 
begin to feel pressure from yourself and 
ironically, the feeling of pressure can 
increase when you experience temporary 
success. 

Fear of not being able to continue at that 
level can trigger an avoid failure approach 
so you need to be emotionally ready for 
temporary swings in scores.

It has been said that the great thing 
about sport is that it enables us to care 
passionately about something that doesn’t 
really matter, and it is worth always 
remembering that you play bowls for fun, 
especially when things get difficult.

Watch out for the following irrational 
beliefs that can interfere with your 
enjoyment of the game as they can even 
interfere with your health-

My self-worth is on the line. Our self-
worth in life should be about many more 
things than a moment in sport.

I must be perfect. By definition, this is 
impossible but in sport we often start 
thinking that way.

I must perform for others. Guilt is a 
deadly emotion that can destroy our focus.

The world must be fair. Unfortunately 
it isn’t. Your opponent might get lucky 
sometimes. Deal with it.
Try to enjoy positive rivalries with 
opponents and teammates, as these have 
many advantages over negative rivalries. 

You respect and appreciate those you are 
competing against. 

This attitude helps your performance. 
Keep your rivalries positive. 

When they become negative, lots of 
things deteriorate; fear of failure creeps in, 
tension builds up, negative images occur, 
focus deteriorates.

"THE TALENT 
MYTH CAN 
BE EXPLORED 
USING THE TWO 
DIFFERENT 
TYPES OF 
MINDSET- 
FIXED OR 
GROWTH."

ABOVE I Top bowlers are increasingly turning to psychology to help improve their game. Here are competitors at this year's champion of champions event



VERY now 
and again 
a question 
pops up on 
an email 

or on social media about a particular 
law or situation. Often these are easily 
and quickly answered and life goes 
on. Sometimes, however, that same 
simple question appears to come from 
multiple unrelated sources and it 
makes you wonder if there is someone 
out there planning these trends.

One such question appeared recently 
which was answered quite quickly by a 
number of umpiring colleagues. Then 
the same question appeared in my 
email inbox and then a few days later 
a phone call – all from unrelated areas. 
It concerned the placing of stickers on 
bowls and in particular on the Aero 
Bowls models.

You will be aware that many bowls have 
emblems engraved on them. You know 
the sort of thing, a favourite animal, a 
football team logo, an abstract piece of art. 

These emblems generally appear in 
the centre of both the biased and non-
biased sides. 

You may also have seen that the Aero 
Bowls have a super enlarged space for 
emblems allowing a detailed work of art 
to be proudly displayed. The trending 
question at the moment is how to apply 
bowls stickers to these particular bowls so 
as not to cover the emblems?

Firstly, we need to clarify the presence 
of the emblem on the bowl and what it 
is used for. A set of lawn bowls is made 
up four individual bowls and the laws 
state that they must be of the same make 
and model and of the same size, weight, 
colour, bias, serial number and engraving. 

The engraving is a distinguishing mark 
that can be used to identify different sets 
of bowls so Fred and Freda don’t play the 
wrong ones by mistake.

Adhesive stickers are additionally used 
to identify opposing teams and sides and 
the laws make it clear where they should 
be stuck and how many can be stuck on 
the bowl. 

For example, you should only have one 
adhesive sticker on either side of the 
bowl. If you choose to stick an additional 
one over the top to save time or to avoid 
removing your prized county stickers then 
it is likely that Mr Umpire will ask you to 
remove the surplus. 

Confusion stemmed from the Crystal 
Mark Second Edition Laws, which are 
now superseded, which stated that these 
stickers could not cover the emblems on 
the non-bias side. 

On an Aero Bowl this emblem was too 
big for the commonly used stickers and 
so a solution was required. Bowlers, being 
the ever resourceful types that they are 
decided a simple solution might be to cut 
the stickers up and place them around the 
outside of the emblem. 

Great idea until some clever clogs 
pointed out that only one sticker could be 
applied to each side 
of the bowl – did the 
four bits of sticker 
contravene this 
ruling?

Now we have the 
shiny new Third 
Edition laws which 
help to clarify the 
placement of these 
stickers and avoid 
the need to carry a pair of scissors in 
your bowls bag. The law says that the 

only features on the bowl that cannot be 
covered by the sticker are the Date Stamp 
and the Serial Number. There will be no 
need to cut a sticker up, indeed placing 
more than one sticky on each side would 
mean that you may be in breach of the law 
anyway. 

The normal placing of a standard 
sized sticker on the non-bias side of an 
Aero Bowl will still mean that part of the 
emblem will be visible.

VERY now 
and again 
a question 
pops up on 
an email 

or on social media about a particular 
law or situation. Often these are easily 

The engraving is a distinguishing mark 
that can be used to identify different sets 
of bowls so Fred and Freda don’t play the 
wrong ones by mistake.

Adhesive stickers are additionally used 
to identify opposing teams and sides and 
the laws make it clear where they should 
be stuck and how many can be stuck on 
the bowl. 

For example, you should only have one 
adhesive sticker on either side of the 
bowl. If you choose to stick an additional 
one over the top to save time or to avoid 
removing your prized county stickers then 
it is likely that Mr Umpire will ask you to 

only features on the bowl that cannot be 
covered by the sticker are the Date Stamp 
and the Serial Number. There will be no 
need to cut a sticker up, indeed placing 
more than one sticky on each side would 
mean that you may be in breach of the law 
anyway. 

The normal placing of a standard 
sized sticker on the non-bias side of an 
Aero Bowl will still mean that part of the 
emblem will be visible.

BOWLS ENGLAND STAFF 
TAKE UMPIRES TRAINING
THIS month the staff at Bowls England will be undertaking the 
English Bowls Umpires Association training programme.  As 
the National Development Officer for the EBUA I am greatly 
encouraged that our National Governing Body is not only 
interested in understanding more about the roles of markers and 
umpires but is also supportive of our programme. 

We often receive feedback from our governing bodies on 
the performance of our officials at events such as National 
Championships. To receive feedback from those that understand 
the training is so much more palatable than receiving it 
from those that have no understanding. I do hope that other 
governing bodies will see a benefit in participating in the 
programme in the future.

ASK THE UMPIRE  |   Allan Thornhill

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribeBOWLS INTERNATIONAL | July 2015
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ABOVE I Players have been cutting stickers to fit 
around extra large emblems, but this is no longer 
necessary
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W E may be well into the summer season here in the UK, but there are still 
evenings when it gets particularly cold and hand warmers are an essential 
piece of kit to stave off freezing hands, particularly in the rain.
Bowls International tested a number of different varieties.
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MAGIC GEL HAND WARMER
£3.49 from Amazon. Also available in some sports shops.

The main benefit of the gel hand warmer is that it can be reused over and 
over again. It is very simple to activate, you simply push the metal disc inside 
a couple of times until crystals begin to form. This takes approximately five 

seconds and the result is instant heat.
Because the pad is quite large it will keep your whole hand warm.

The downside is that to reactivate the hand warmer you have to boil water 
in a pan and then wait five to ten minutes until the crystals completely clear, 

but our view is that this inconvenience is outweighed by the fact that the 
initial outlay is cheap and it will last forever.

HOTHANDS HAND WARMERS
Varies between £3.50 and £6.99 for a pack of two.

Available from Army Surplus shops, sports shops and some Tesco 
stores.

The pack promises that each hand warmer provides up to ten hours 
of heat and we were not disappointed- moreover, the warmer was still 

at a very good temperature all this time later. These hand warmers 
resemble a tea bag and are activated by exposure to air.

It stays at a very good temperature- much warmer than the 
competition from Karrimor. Great value for money, the only 
disadvantage with these is that they can only be used once.

KARRIMOR WINTER ESSENTIALS 
HAND WARMER

£1.99 for a Pack of Two. Available from Sportswear Direct.

Advertised as being the ideal weapon to use to relieve muscle aches, stiffness 
and joint pain, the hand warmers need a slight shake to get going but provides 
a good amount of heat after a few minutes. The pad may harden and go cooler 
a couple of times during use, but it is possible to knead it again until it heats up, 
which really makes a difference, especially when you think it has run out halfway 

through an evening match.
Again, these can only be used once so may prove costly over a particularly 

chilly summer season, especially if you have to use more than one per game.
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HOT ROX ELECTRONIC HAND 
WARMER

£19.99 Available from John Forsey Bowls

This gadget provides two different heat settings- medium, 43 
degrees celcius and high, 50 degrees celcius. It is small and discreet, 
comfortably fitting into your palm or any pocket and the black colour 
is quite smart. The hand warmer is chargeable through a USB cable, 
so can be plugged into your laptop or in car charger on the way to or 
The guidance is five hours to charge fully but we found it actually took 
much less- more like an hour. This is a simple to use piece of kit and 
the bonus is that once you have made the initial purchase, it lasts for 

ever. The other bonus is that it comes with two different heat settings.
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BOWLER'S TALES  | 

Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe

BOWLS TO 
RETURN TO 
KENT CLUB
AN inscribed pair of lignum vitae bowls, 
almost in pristine condition, are set to 
be returned to the Bromley club in Kent 
almost 120 years after they were first 
presented there.

The bowls recently came into the 
possession of Lincolnshire builder Tim 
Harwood, who was bequeathed them in 
the will of a local woman, but it remains a 
mystery how they turned up in that part 
of the world.

“I saw the bowls in the home of the 
mother of an acquaintance in the 
building trade and being a bowler 

myself I took an interest in them,” 
explained Tim, who bowls for the small 
village club of Swayfield near Grantham.

“Noticing my interest in them, she said 
she would leave them to me in her will, 
which she duly did, but I have no idea 
how they came to be in her possession.

“However, being part of the history 
of the Bromley club, I felt they ought 
to be returned to them and I intend to 
go down there later in the season to 
present them.”

Bromley club official Chris Smith 
said he had no idea these bowls 
were in existence and therefore 
would be delighted to have them on 
show in the clubhouse as part of the 
club’s history.

The club was formed just seven years 
earlier in 1888 and is the oldest bowling 
club in the London Borough of Bromley.
Its members include former Prime 
Minister Harold Macmillan who was 
also the local MP around the time of the 
second World War.

BOWLS INTERNATIONAL | July 2015

THE BOWLS BEAR THE 
FOLLOWING INSCRIPTION:

BROMLEY BOWLING CLUB,
PRESENTED BY E. M GARNAR ESQ,
WON BY F. MEDHURST ESQ,
1895.

ABOVE I The bowls will be presented back to the 
Bromley club in Kent

LOONIES 
VOTE FOR 
‘GORGEOUS 
GEORGE’
SOME who know him rather well might say, 
rather unkindly, that he does not need to 
don a top hat and wrap himself in the Union 
Jack to qualify as a paid-up member of the 
Monster Raving Loony Monster Party.

But that’s what the 60-year-old ex-fireman 
George Ridgeon, a former motor bike rider, 
and well-known wheelchair bowler, did in 
the lead up to the General Election in May, 
when he stood for Parliament in Gloucester 
- and, lo and behold, he didn’t come last.

If George, who has been confined to a 
wheelchair since 1964 when he fell from a 
ladder at work while attempting to effect a 
rescue, had saved his deposit, he was going 
to donate it to charity - and, what’s more, 
bookmakers William Hill had undertaken to 
match the donation.

Sadly, George lost his deposit, but his 
eccentric campaign seems to have appealed 
to 227 voters, which was significantly more 
than the 115 who voted for Sue Powell 
of the Trades Union & Socialist Coalition 
(TUSC).

RIGHT I Monster 
Raving Loony 
bowler George 
(R), all dressed 
up for the part, 
receives good 
wishes from the 
new Chairman 
of the British 
Wheelchair 
Bowls 
Association and 
Commonwealth 
Games bronze 
medallist Paul 
Brown.
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T
HE sensational and sad story of how the people 
who are vested with the responsibility of 
cherishing and nurturing sport for people with 
disabilities have kicked the British Wheelchair 
Bowls Association out of the so-called home of wheelchair support 
shocked our readers.

Bowls had been part of the sporting scene at Stoke Mandeville right from 
the start, when the famous pioneer Dr Ludwig Guttmann, an eminent 
neurologist, came up with the idea that sport could play a vital part in the 
rehabilitation of soldiers who had suffered spinal injuries

  Members of the BWBA were proud to call Stoke Mandeville home, and were horrified 
when WheelPower (the organisation in charge of the Stoke Mandeville Centre) decided that 
bowls was not generating enough money, and should be dispensed with.

This is despite the fact that more disabled people play bowls than all the other sports put 
together.

The able-bodied club, based at the Lady Guttmann Stadium, (the Stoke Mandeville Indoor 
Bowls Club) was cynically run down by those in charge, and, as membership declined, so 
WheelPower’s argument became more persuasive - at least on commercial grounds.

  In the end, after struggling to keep going for four years, the plug was pulled on the SMIBC, 
and the last hopes that wheelchair bowlers might continue to use Stoke Mandeville as their 
base disappeared.

“We put up a good fight, but in the end we bowed to the inevitable,” said former BWBA 
chairman Ian Blackmore. “An independent review, commissioned by Sport England, revealed 
that, as far as WheelPower was concerned, ‘Anything would be better than bowls!’”

Keith Mead, the chairman of the now defunct Stoke Mandeville Indoor Bowls Club, 
added: “To say we were disappointed is an understatement. A percentage of our members 
joined the nearby Foxhill indoor club, but there are many who have given up playing bowls 
altogether.”

But the BWBA’s new chairman, the charismatic Commonwealth Games bronze medallist 
Paul Brown wants us to know that all is not gloom and doom.

Indeed, although his wheelchair bowlers are currently homeless, they are actively 
exploring possibilities of forming an alliance with an indoor club.

“We know we have friends ‘out there’,” said Paul, who, in May, captained a BWBA outdoor 
team against the Aylesbury Town club, just a mile or two from their old Stoke Mandeville 
HQ. 

“And, when Aylesbury Town challenged us to a fixture, we were delighted to accept.
“Thanks to a dedicated committee and numerous supportive club members, Aylesbury 

Town has refurbished its club, and made it more wheelchair-friendly. We were very 
impressed with the warmth of the welcome as well as the improvements they have 
made.”

The BWBA, who also fielded the new Welsh indoor over 60 singles champion Kevin 
Woolmore, enjoyed a super day, and, in a highly competitive but friendly contest, actually 
defeated their hosts, 71-69,” prompting Paul to say, “For me, it was a great way to start my 
tenure as BWBA chairman.”

Keith Mead, who happens to play at Aylesbury Town, was equally enthusiastic: “I’m just 
an ordinary member here,” he said, “but I know that all our members were thrilled to host 
this fixture, and hope to make it an annual event.”

 On behalf of the now defunct SMIBC, he made a donation to the BWBA, adding, “After 
everything that has happened, we must now look to the future. Development is the key, 

ALL IS NOT 
DOOM AND GLOOM 
FOR WHEELIES

NOTNOT
and we must encourage other clubs to form 
links with the BWBA.” 

Ian Blackmore said: “It was great to see so 
many people at Aylesbury Town who were 
part of the scene at Stoke Mandeville. I go 
back 25 years or so with my association with 
Stoke, and I remember George Barnett being 
an enthusiastic supporter of wheelchair bowls 
from the beginning.”

As for the game itself, it went down to the 
wire, a four on the last end from the rink 

skipped by Paul’s dad Allan Brown turning a 
two shots deficit into a two-shots victory.

Allan Brown’s quartet defeated Alec 
Paterson’s rink, 25-15, while David Powell, 
bowling from a wheelchair, beat George 
Murray, 15-14, and the combined 11-shots 
advantage just covered defeats on the other 
two rinks, where Kevin Woolmore lost to Paul 
Rogers, 16-21, and Paul Brown went down, 
15-19, to Keith Stratfull.

RESULT
BWBA bt Aylesbury Town 71-69 - Rink 
scores (BWBA skips first): A Brown 25, A 
Paterson 15; D Powell 15, G Murray 14; P 
Brown 15, K Stratfull 19; K Woolmore 16, P 
Rogers 21.

TOP I Barbara Woolmore 
(Wales) 

LEFT I Wheelchair bowler 
Kevin Woolmore in action
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Royal Parade Eastbourne East Sussex BN22 7AH     Tel 01323 731451
Fax 01323 646623     email frontdesk@langhamhotel.co.uk     www.langhamhotel.co.uk

The PerfecT Base for Your Bowls Tour
easTBourne’s ouTdoor cluBs:

• Eastbourne BC - 12 Rinks • Royal Sovereign - 12 Rinks  • Hampden Park - 12 Rinks  • Gildredge Park - 12 Rinks

• Motcombe Gardens - 4 Rinks  • St John’s - 6 Rinks  • Victoria Drive - 6 Rinks  • The Parade BC - 12 Rinks

easTBourne’s Indoor cluBs:
• Langney IBC - 6 Rinks  • Eastbourne IBC - 6 Rinks

Contact Neil Kirby for more information and a Bowlers’ Data Pack including contact details of local Bowls Clubs

ONE of the highlights of 
July in Eastbourne is 
the annual open bowls 
tournament sponsored 
every year by the 

Langham Hotel.
The competition began more than 90 years 

ago and since 2014 the men’s and women's 
tournaments have been played concurrently, 
and this month the prize fund will be £3,250.

In keeping with tradition, the first bowls are 
delivered by the town’s Mayor and the official 
sponsor, and the event is now classed as a ‘5 
star’ tournament by Bowls England.

Play takes place on various greens around 
the town and Langham proprietors, Wendy 
and Neil Kirby, are delighted to be involved. 
They host a party for bowlers during the 
tournament and present the prizes on the 
final day, including the Langham Hotel Cup for 
mixed triples.

Always keen to support bowls, the Langham 
Hotel welcomes many clubs during the year. 
In fact, few hotels have had more experience 
of arranging bowls tours than the Langham, 
specialists for 50 years, and not many areas 
of the country offer a more delightful location 
for the bowls enthusiast than the South Coast 
resort of Eastbourne.

With no less than eight outdoor clubs in the 
town, and 19 more in neighbouring towns, 
when the weather is fine there is no better 
place to enjoy a match, as a player or spectator.

With two indoors clubs in Eastbourne as 
well – each with six rinks – bowlers can be 
guaranteed a game all year round, even if the 
weather is poor.

One of the reasons why so many groups 

return year after year is that the Langham can 
take the stress out of arranging bowls tours. 
Simply let them know your requirements; how 
many rinks are needed, whether indoor or 
outdoor, and if they are mixed; if a coach is 
required to transport the players and whether 
a snack lunch should be available on arrival day 
before you set off to play your first match, and 
the Langham will cater for all your needs.

Situated in a spectacular sea front location 
just yards from the beach and within easy 
walking distance of Eastbourne’s historic pier, 
the Langham is an AA 4-star family-run hotel 
with 80 bedrooms, many with magnificent 
views across the bay. 

There is free Wi-Fi in all bedrooms and public 
areas, excellent disabled access and a lift to all 
floors, plus a coach bay immediately outside 
the hotel for unloading.

The comfortable bar, terrace 
and lounge are ideal areas 
in which to socialise 
and relax, 
and 

the hotel provides live music and entertainment 
during your stay.

The restaurant offers superb food and has 
been awarded an AA Rosette for fine dining for 
the last four years in succession.

For a bit of fun, why not book a themed 
dinner one evening at the hotel, maybe a 
Scottish or Irish night, or to have a speaker 
to entertain such as Lady Crabtree with her 
comedy talk ‘How To Grow Old Disgracefully,’ 
which always goes down well with guests of a 
certain age!

If you would like to enter next year’s 
Eastbourne open bowls tournament, which 
commences on Sunday, July 10, 2016, contact 
the entry secretary Mike Taylor by email at 
mct50@hotmail.co.uk, visit the website at www.
eobt.net or telephone 01323 505916. 

Book accommodation with other bowlers 
at the Langham and make it a tournament to 
remember.

CONTACT DETAILS
Tel: 01323  731451
Fax: 01323 646623
Email: frontdesk@langhamhotel.co.uk
Website: www.langhamhotel.co.uk

LANGHAM HOTEL 
AGAIN SPONSORS

EASTBOURNE TOURNAMENT



FREE BOWLS All Year Round!

13 Indoor Bowls Rinks FREE
FREE

Full board Party discounts

Additional Facilities FREE to residents of both hotels

FR
EE

!

Our NEW HYDRO SPAS are NOW OPEN! With Saunas, Steam Rooms, Hydro Pools & more!

The Only Sport, Craft & Spa 
Hotels in the UK

&
The

House

Ashbury
Hotels



52 Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribeBOWLS INTERNATIONAL | July 2015

SEASONAL WORK
The object of seasonal work in the 
case of growing turf is that you clean 
out the old and give the existing 
perennial grasses a chance to recover 
because those stems are still living 
and can produce new stems and 
grasses from the crowns.

Grass plants do not last forever; 
in fact, the leaf will only last thirty 
days, so the Fescue grass used in 
the summer selection can cope with 
a 5mm height of cut, as can the 
Agrostis grass (bents).

These are summer growing grasses, 
meaning that through the autumn 
and winter months they are searching 
the soil for plant foods which they 
can convert and utilise for bowling 
greenkeepers to do as much aeration 
(spiking) throughout the closed 
season to enable an abundance of air 
into the turf.

When cleaning out the old turf 
by scarifying the ground looks very 
bare. Now, providing this scoring and 
damage is not caused by the scarifier, 
much of what looks like dead grass 
is perennial and will recover once 
the light and rainwater content is 
available. 

The scarifier is intended to clean out 
the old turf without touching the soil. 

The old surface, although appearing 
dead, contains many, many shoots 
(crowns) and once they get light 
and warmth they can regenerate 
themselves.

Don’t be fooled into thinking you 
have a major job on your hands – give 
nature a chance to recover. After all, 
they are perennial grasses and they 
stay alive for five or six years, even 
with the way we use and treat them, 
i.e. mowing too short (below 5mm).

It can pay a club to utilise Mother 
Nature’s ability to germinate in the 
warmth of the turf at the end of the 
season.

If the club can decide which way 
they are going to bowl for the 
remainder of the season (north to 
south), one can use the area east 
to west on rinks 5 & 6 or 1 & 2 to 
seed up immediately once bowls has 
finished on those rinks, therefore 
giving 14 days opportunity to re-seed 
those rinks as they are not being 
used. The green has then got a 
fortnight’s start for the next season so 
the ends of the green should be in a 
very good condition.

At this time of the season the 
turf will be warm and the seed will 
germinate quite easily. One or two 
pointers to remember are that the 

Fescue seed must be ideally placed 
half-an-inch below the surface as 
it needs a period of darkness to 
germinate. 

Remember that we are controlling 
the turf and not the soil. Do not score 
the soil with the scarifier, as this is not 
the aim of this piece of equipment. It 
is used to clean out the turf which sits 
above the soil, otherwise you could 
end up with bald patches. If sown 
correctly, the seed has a very high (98 
per cent) purity and germination, so 
there is very little chance of the seed 
failing unless not properly introduced 
to the soil.

The other seed in the bowling green 
mix will be Agrostis, in size under 
1mm and has four and a quarter 
million seeds to the pound. That is 
why it does not need to be covered 
to facilitate a period of darkness, but 
just needs to settle on top of the soil 
where it will readily germinate.

Ideally, if the Agrostis Tenuis seed 
(commonly known as bents) can be 
saved and used in the period of May 
and June, there will be cracks in the 
turf as it dries out and the tiniest 
sprinkling of seed will germinate very 
quickly over the thin areas on the 
green. By this time the other grasses 
will have rejuvenated.

A S S E S S I N G 
YOUR BOWLING 
GREEN WHEN I am invited to assess a bowling green I’m surprised at the number of bowlers 

who are very vague about the regular maintenance required throughout the seasons.
I acknowledge that there are very few people today who are knowledgeable about 

bowling greens because of the upheaval in the sport of bowls over the last forty years or 
so.

When competitive tendering became more prevalent, most local authorities, who used 
to have apprentice schemes for horticulture, particularly bowling greens, tennis courts and 
cricket squares, soon realised they couldn’t compete with the prices from contractors who 
were, of course, composed of the same people who worked in the parks.

This was a way local authorities could reduce their expenditure. This had many benefits 
for them, but also as many benefits to the competitor who had now to try to manage the 
surfaces under their control.

From my own experience of being engaged in the turf industry and running 36-week 
evening class and day release courses up to the standard of diploma level in the London 
area, I noticed over the years a reduction in the standard when it came to taking on 
beginners, and therefore I had to adjust my programmes accordingly.

I believe we have all noticed a reduction in the standard of lawns and verges around our 
towns and cities, and when they are maintained, most of the grass cuttings finish in the 
gutters and drains, making the whole appearance look scruffy.

FINE TURF SURFACES
Much criticism of bowling greens 
and surrounds, especially those that 
come under local authority care, 
stems from a decline in the care 
and maintenance, which means 
clubs having to do some of the work 
themselves.

As most bowlers are only 
interested in playing they generally 
accept a lower standard of 
maintenance in relation to the price 
they pay, but if, for example, the 
club suffers a machinery breakdown, 
the cost of bringing in experts can 
prove expensive.
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CCORDING to Liskeard Bowling 
Club greenkeeper Derek Turner, 
the green took ‘one hell of a 
hammering’ after almost 200 

matches last season. It is for this very 
reason that he turned to the SISIS Dart to 
get the green back to its usual excellent 
standards.

Derek has been a member of the Cornish 
club for almost 30 years and for the last ten 
he has been fulfilling the role of greenkeeper.

The club has around 100 members with 
four teams in local leagues. Those league 
games combined with friendlies and county 
competitions saw the bowling green host 
close on 200 games last year.

As expected, the green started to show 
signs of wear and tear and Derek knew that 
the club’s existing machine would not be able 
to cope with the demands of a green that 
was used so much.

“It was coming to the end of its life,” he 
said. “We open at 10.30am and keep playing 
until dark; with such usage we needed the 
machine to really be performing.

“We had it here for more that 20 years and 
it was getting difficult to start. It kept stalling 
and driving me mad. It just couldn’t cope and 
it was time to go and get something better.”

He found exactly what he was looking for 
at a local bowls seminar where he saw a 
demonstration of the SISIS Dart.

“After seeing the machine in action at 
the seminar, we asked for a personal 
demonstration at our club and were very 
impressed,” he added.

The weight of the equipment was 
something which was extremely important 
to Derek. As an ex-marine, most machines 
wouldn’t trouble him, but he felt that the 
lightweight SISIS Dart would be of particular 
benefit to other club members who 
succeeded him.

“Regretfully we are all getting older in this 
game and the other models we looked at 
were heavier. I felt that when I finished the 
greenkeeping role, no-one else would have 
the strength to manoeuvre it around.

“The Dart is very light and easy to use. It 
was also a very good price and these are the 

reasons why we purchased it.”
The lightweight feature of the SISIS 

Dart is just one of the many benefits the 
popular machine offers its operators. The 
independently powered vertical action 
aerator improves drainage, reduces turf 
compaction, thatch build-up and increases 
the health of the surface.

Powered by a 6.5hp engine, the Dart has 
a working depth of up to 100mm which 
can easily be adjusted from the operator’s 
position using the balanced depth control 
lever. The unit can also be fitted with a 
wide range of tines to meet the operator’s 
requirements, something which Derek uses 
to his advantage.

“We’ve got the slicing tines, the solid tines 
for autumn and winter work, we’ve got 
hollow tines that remove plugs of soil from 
the ground and in the summer I use pencil 
tines, because they do the aerating task with 
minimal surface disturbance,” he said.
For further information or a no obligation 
demonstration, please contact SISIS on 
01332 824777 or visit www.sisis.com

CORNISH CLUB 
HITS THE TARGET 

WITH THE SISIS DART

ADVERTISING FEATURE

‘LEARNING LIVE’ 
COMES TO 
SALTEX

WITH a new venue, a more 
convenient date and an exhibitor 
list containing the industry’s 

biggest names, SALTEX 2015 is already 
promising to be the must-attend event of 
the year.

Now the exhibition, being staged at the 
NEC in Birmingham on November 4/5, is set 
to be even better with the announcement 
of an enhanced, all-encompassing and free 
to attend education programme called 
‘LEARNING LIVE.’

This programme is set to cater for all 
sectors of the groundscare industry and 
will offer a more extensive information 
sharing experience than that offered at 
previous Institute of Groundsmanship (IOG) 
conferences.

A packed timetable will see three dedicated 
seminar theatres, featuring programmes 
running from 10.00am through to 3.30pm 
each day of the show. With the full timetable 
set to be released soon, the IOG has provided 
a glimpse of what to expect.

The seminar theatre next to the IOG Hub 
on the show floor will feature sports turf 
management panel debates with high-profile 
industry professionals taking centre stage. 

SALTEX visitors will be able to learn from those 
tasked with preparing pitches for some of the 
world’s major international sports events.

While visitors with interests in fine turf and 
a variety of sports surfaces will be able to 
choose from a range of informative seminar 
sessions presented by some of the industry’s 
national and international experts.

Two further theatres will feature dedicated 
seminars relevant to those working in the 
school, play, amenity, parks, arboriculture and 
forestry environments. 

For young people looking to advance their 

career in the groundscare industry, the 
Rigby Taylor/Top Green Young Groundmen’s 
Conference, organised by the IOG’s Young 
Board of Directors, will offer information on 
educational opportunities, a guide to what 
some of the top grounds managers are 
looking for in a young recruit, and day in the 
life of the 2014 Young Sports Turf Student of 
the Year.

Rob Bradshaw, head groundsman at One 
Leisure Sports Centre in St Ives said: “It’s 
great that the IOG is paying a lot of attention 
to the education provision at SALTEX this 
year. This will give visitors from all over the 
country an opportunity to learn from both 
the event exhibitors and industry experts at 
these sessions.Education is the key and I’m 
sure that a lot of people will have a greater 
understanding of their work after they have 
spoken to the right people at SALTEX.”

The SALTEX 2015 website is now live and 
visitor registrations are open. To confirm 
your attendance on November 4/5 visit www.
iogsaltex.com

For more news, reviews and insightful 
views, you can follow SALTEX on Twitter @
IOG_SALTEX and Facebook – www.facebook.
com/IOGSALTEX.

Dave Bracey  |  GREENCRAFT
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WIN
Enjoy a Potters Holiday in the Mediterranean Sun on 

the beautiful island of Cyprus, birthplace of Aphrodite, 
Goddess of Beauty.  Cyprus basks in the year-round glow 
of the warm sun, shining on a land steeped in rich culture, 
history and mythology. 

Today in Cyprus you can discover a compact world of 
enchanting beaches and fragrant mountain peaks studded 
with olive trees, citrus groves and vineyards.  

Ancient ruins stand under vast blue skies with old stone villages, where sweet 
wine flows as freely as conversations with the locals.  
Potters Holidays offer Festival Breaks on selected dates during the year, 

predominantly March and November staying at the Athena Beach Hotel.  
The Festival Weeks are a dedicated week where special entertainment is flown 

over from the UK just for you.  
This helps create the unique friendly and fun atmosphere that is synonymous with 

Potters Resort. During the week there is a free bowling tournament that is exclusive to 
Potters Holidays guests with great prizes presented to the winners. The next festival 
takes place on 4th November 2015. 

The holiday is hosted by a member of the Potter Family and supported by 
members of the Potters Team. Throughout the duration of your stay their own resort 
representative will always be nearby to make sure you experience a special holiday.  
They also offer you the option to arrive early or stay on to extend your holiday.
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"THE 4 STAR SUPERIOR 
ATHENA BEACH HOTEL IS 
LOCATED A SHORT BUS 
RIDE, OR A RELAXING WALK 
OF JUST OVER A MILE, FROM 
THE CENTRE OF PAPHOS."

WORTH MORE 
THAN

 £2000!
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HOLIDAY WITH A DIFFERENCE
The 4 Star Superior Athena Beach Hotel is located 
a short bus ride, or a relaxing walk of just over a mile, 
from the centre of Paphos. 

The impressive hotel, which is predominantly 
designed for adults, has 429 high quality rooms with 
excellent facilities, all with spacious balconies offering 
views of the Mediterranean Sea, the colourful gardens 
or mountains.   

Sea View, Superior Room and Junior Suite upgrades are 
available. 

The lovely gardens in the hotel lead you to the 
freshwater swimming pools and the clear, warm 
waters of the Mediterranean Sea.  

There is an impressive selection of sports and leisure 
facilities including three outdoor pools and one indoor 
pool, 18 outdoor and six indoor bowling rinks, floodlit 
tennis courts, table tennis, volleyball, waterslide, 
boules, mini golf and shuffleboard plus Elixir Spa 
with sauna offering a variety of massage and beauty 
treatments. 

The Festival Holidays are based on half board with 
breakfast and evening meals offering a wide variety 
of cuisines to choose from. The selection has been 
carefully prepared to cater for English tastes whilst 
also including popular dishes from around Europe 
and Asia.  

For those who choose to join the bowling, the 
tournament is played over six days and all bowlers are 
guaranteed at least four round robin games in teams 
of four, which can be mixed as it is an open event.  

In addition they also include spoon drives and roll ups.  
The tournament itself is organised by Potters which 
results in the cost of the rinks all being included within 
your holiday price, saving you around £40 per couple.

Bowlers of all abilities are welcome and coaching can 
be arranged, so even a beginner can enjoy the festival 
in the sun.  

The competitions use two woods and in keeping 
with the relaxed atmosphere the dress code is 
completely optional.  

If you are interested in enjoying some winter 
sunshine why not enter our free to enter competition 
to win a ten night Festival holiday in March 2016?

WHAT’S INCLUDED?
Potters Holidays has joined with the Athena Beach Hotel to offer you this 
great prize for two people- including return flights from a London airport, 
half board accommodation for ten nights during the March Potters 
Festival Holiday and return airport transfers in Cyprus plus the friendly 
services of the Potters Representative.    

If you are looking for a bowling holiday in the Sun, Potters is the perfect 
choice with so much included in the price.  For further details please call 
the Sales Team on 0333 3207 454 or visit www.pottersabroad.com. 

Competition Question:

What is the date of the Potters Holidays Festival in 
November 2015?

Simply answer the question above correctly and send your name, address, 
telephone number and email on a postcard or sealed down envelope to:

Potters Holidays Competition, Bowls International, PO Box 100, 
Stamford, Lincs PE9 1XQ.

Or email the same information with the subject header of ‘BI Potters Holidays 
Competition’ to competitions@keypublishing.com Closing date for entries is 12.00 GMT on Friday, September 4 

and the winner will be notified no later than the following day.
This prize does not include transport to and from the London 
Airport.
On occasions, Potters Holidays Ltd and Key Publishing Ltd may 
make offers on products or services that we believe to be of 
interest to our customers. If you do not wish to receive this 
information, please write ‘no information’ clearly on your entry.



CHANGE IN DIRECTION
Together with a team of hard-
working people, John turned 
around the fortunes of the ailing 
club, re-branded it ‘The Dorset Golf 
and Country Club’, and built some 
fantastic new wooden houses - 
and the club soon established a 
reputation for its home-cooked 
food, friendly service and great 
championship golf courses.

It was around this time that Sylvia, 
John’s first wife, tragically died of 
stomach cancer, and John himself 
experienced some bad luck with his 
own health. 

Once again, he says, he was very 
lucky - his bowel tumour was non-

malignant, his operations for back 
problems and a double hernia were 
successful, and he met and married 
a wonderful lady, Beverley.

Because of his health problems, 
John, who has always been a keen 
sportsman, was forced to give up 
golf, and it was Bev who suggested 
that they might take up bowls. 
Living near Bath at the time, they 
joined the Purnell Bowls Club in 
Paulton.

“I soon realised what a challenging 
and fascinating sport it was,” says 
John. “Fairly early on, we went on a 
bowls holiday to the Isle of Wight, 
and, to be honest, although the 
company was good, the standard 

of accommodation was awful.” 
One of their friends commented 

that it was nowhere near as good 
as ‘The Dorset’.

Although there were no bowls 
facilities at ‘The Dorset’, John 
decided to experiment with hosting 
bowls breaks using the Resort as a 
base, and they immediately proved 
to be very popular.

Starting by inviting his own 
bowling friends, John soon had 
groups of guests arriving from 
Purnell, who were joined by 
members of neighbouring clubs 
like Prattens, Paulton and Bath. But 
that was only the start of a huge 
success story.

B O W L S  I S 
CHAMPION
 AT THE DORSET

O VER 50 
years ago, 
a teenager 
came off his 
motor-cycle. 
Wrapping 
himself 
around a 
lamp-post, 
he broke his 
leg in three 
places and 
as a result 
of smashing 
into a wall, 
broke 

some ribs and damaged his head - crash 
helmets were not compulsory in those 
days.

The way he reacted to what was a horrific 
accident is a lesson to us all - and partly 
explains why ‘The Dorset Resort’ is an 
outstanding place to spend a few days, 
relaxing, playing bowls and being spoilt by 

management and staff.
“Actually, I was lucky,” said John Champion, 

who is part-owner of the resort. “It was the 
lamp-post that broke my leg, but it also 
stopped me going headlong into the wall. 
“Without the lamp-post being there, I would 
have been dead!”

If that isn’t a fantastic example of making 
the best of misfortune, putting a brave face 
on things, and refusing to be beaten by 
adversity, I don’t know what is! But that is 
typical of the man, and explains a lot about 
what you can expect if you visit the Dorset 
Resort.

“I got two per cent in my chemistry ‘O’ level 
mock paper, and my teacher suggested 
I should specialise in something else,” he 
smiles. “But, amazingly, many years later, I 
ended up running a chemicals  and plastics 
company, and thoroughly enjoyed the 
challenge. It was a very enjoyable period 
of my life and in 2010 I celebrated 50 years 
working in the chemical industry.”

In 2000, after ‘semi-retiring’, John soon tired 

of having less to do and he became a partner 
in a golf club that was then known as the 
‘East Dorset Golf Club’. 

OVERLEAF  I  The 
view of The Dorset

ABOVE I John and 
Bev with David 
Bryant MBE and 
Tony Allcock MBE 
at the resort 
opening
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“Travelling to local bowls clubs in Dorset 
to play our matches, one of our guests was 
constantly getting lost, and, as a joke, we 
gave him a gift at the end of his stay - a 
road atlas, so that he could find his way 
around,” recalls John. “Quick as a flash, he 
retorted, ‘If you had a bowls green here, we 
wouldn’t need to travel around, we could 
stay here and play’ - and his words inspired 
me to think!”

That, of course, is how the three-rink 
indoor green at ‘The Dorset Resort’ came 
into being, with an opening ceremony 
that was graced by the presence of such 
international stars as David Bryant, CBE, 
Tony Allcock, MBE,  Andy Thomson, 
MBE and Graham Shadwell, who were 
introduced on to the green by former BBC 
commentator and Bowls International 
columnist David Rhys Jones.

One of the first things the Champions 
did was to form a bowls club at the resort, 
where more than 100 new players have 
been introduced to the sport - and the 
use of the bowling green is a nice mix of 
local leagues and competitions for club 
members, and a place for tourists to play.

“There is even an interaction between 
our members and our holiday-makers,” 
explains Bev. “Members often get called 
upon to take part in special games , playing 
with and against our tourists, and they 
relish the opportunity.”

Bowls breaks at the Dorset Resort are 
now so popular that they constantly get 
re-booked, and, although golf is still the 
primary activity, bowls has become an 
essential part of life at the resort during 
the winter months, and plays a big role in 
this astounding success story.

John and Bev are wonderful hosts, 
because they like people, and genuinely 
want to make people happy. 

WHAT GUESTS CAN EXPECT
Upon arrival, guests are told that they 
are going to be spoiled - and they most 
certainly are! Apart from bowls, there are 
themed evenings, quizzes, race nights and 
good homespun entertainment of all sorts.

“Bev and I visited all the ‘competition’ 
before we embarked on this venture, 
and learnt a lot of things - including, 
sometimes, ‘how not to do it’,” John said. 

“And, although we don’t have big name 
artistes, we think that our programme - 
customised to each touring group - is just 
the ticket.”

Under the influence of John and Bev, 
the Dorset ‘does its own thing’, offering 

personalised service and special treatment. 
“We think we have made our mark,” says 

Bev. “Guests love our home-cooked food, 
and we usually have a special presentation 
evening when there are lots of laughs. 

“We are lucky to be surrounded and 
supported by a brilliant team of people 
here at ‘The Dorset’. They all work really 
hard to ensure everyone who visits us has 
a good time.”

The management and staff at the resort 
have a great reputation for friendliness, 
and are always helpful. 

Touring parties often raise funds through 
quizzes and games, and donate the money 
to charities of their choice - one four day 
break actually raised £325 for their special 
charity, and, last winter, over £5,000 was 
raised overall.

There are no single supplements, and 

those who wish to can enjoy a free round 
of golf on a beautifully designed course, 
or go fishing on one of the resort’s fishing 
lakes. 

The Dorset coast and countryside is 
well worth exploring, and ‘The Dorset’ 
is surrounded by numerous local and 
National Trust attractions.

On the campus itself, in its idyllic rural 
setting, the scenery and wildlife are truly 
sensational, and it is not unusual to spot 
deer roaming around the houses.

“We have had so much kindness shown 
to us by guests and bowlers, it’s almost 
embarrassing,” reveals Bev. “Since we have 
been running holidays at the Dorset, we’ve 
made so many new friends.”

There’s no doubt that John Champion is 
a very special kind of guy, something he 
firmly denies.

“I’m lucky,” he says. “I love meeting 
people, I work hard and I enjoy challenges. 
Life is all about people. My Mum taught me 
to ‘Do unto others as you would have them 
do unto you,’ and that sums up our ethos 
at ‘The Dorset’."

All that is true, I’m sure. But, most of 
all, to return to the story of that teenage 
motor-cyclist who almost killed himself 
in a horrible accident, it is John’s ability to 
turn potential tragedy into an opportunity 
- his refusal to surrender, and his positive 
approach, even in the face of adversity.

The success of the Dorset Resort 
is testimony to his resilience and 
resourcefulness, and will be his legacy. 
that will be enjoyed by holiday-makers for 
generations to come - though John hopes 
that it will not actually become his legacy 
for many years to come!
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2015 and 2016 Bowls Tours
Outdoor breaks available for 2015 and 2016 from £57.00 per person 
per night. Including 3 course evening meal, bed and breakfast and use 
of our bowling green.

Dates for 2015/16 Short mat indoor bowls

Monday 26th October  - Friday 30th October 2015 - £189.00

Monday 1st February – Friday 5th February 2016 - £169.00

Monday 22nd February – Friday 26th February 2016 - £169.00

Monday 14th March – Friday 18th March 2016 - £189.00

Monday 28th March – Friday 1st April 2016 - £189.00

Alternative Dates can be booked to suit your club – just give us a call!

Prices includes dinner, bed and breakfast, in house bowling 
competition, lunch on finals day and evening entertainment.
Optional day out on Wednesday. 
11 designated single rooms without supplement. 
Single supplement on twin/double rooms £10.00 per night

David Bryant Bowls Tours Ltd
28 Bentmeadows, Rochdale, Lancs. OL12 6HZ

Tel: 01706 651 212
Email: bryant.bowls@virgin.net    www.bryantbowls.co.uk Emerald Global Ltd

ATOL 3676

CANADA TOUR
2nd-20th SEPTEMBER 2016

SOUTH AFRICA TOUR
1st-22nd APRIL 2016

SIXTEEN YEARS EXPERIENCE ALL AROUND THE WORLD

• Toronto inc. Niagara Falls • Banff
• The Rockies • Kelowna 

• Vancouver • Optional Alaska Cruise

• The Nest - 5 days Full Board
• Drakensber Mountain • The Garden 

Route • Kynsa • Winelands • Cape Town
• Game Drives • Three Wood Mixed Triples

ORGANISERS OF SIX BOWLS ENGLAND/E.B.A. TOURS 
COUNTY AND CLUB TOURS ORGANISED ...LOOKING AHEAD
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OLLOWING last month’s Inter-
associations series the Ireland 
men’s team
selectors sat down and decided 
that it was time to rebuild. With 
the International retirements 
of Neil Booth, James Talbot and 
Mark McPeak, all of whom have 
been ‘Elite Squad’ regulars, it was 

an opportunity to reshape the team 
and bring in some new faces- six of them in 
fact- for this year’s campaign in Scotland. 

The big surprise though was the exclusion 
of Martin McHugh. Known to all as ‘Marty,’ the 
NIBA player from Whitehead has been a firm 
fixture for twenty years on the national team 
and when his name was not on the team sheet 
the flurry of social media activity was immediate. 

As usual the selectors are getting the brunt of 
the negative comments. This is to be expected, 
after all, they are the people who make the 
decisions. Dropping Marty McHugh is big news 
in Ireland. Whilst he didn’t bring back a medal 
from Glasgow last year he was only one shot 
away from having that opportunity when he 
lost 21-20 to Darren Burnett after being 16-20 
in the lead during the play-off matches. Darren, 
as we know, won a gold medal in the singles, a 
fantastic achievement which has in some ways 
been over shadowed by his double gold medal 
colleagues Paul Foster and Alex Marshall. 

But when you acknowledge that Darren won 
the World Indoor Singles the same year, it was a 
remarkable double.

As Marty ponders on last year’s missed 
opportunities the more pressing question 
is- why has he been left off the national team 
having been ever present at major events for 
many years? Very few sports people go from 
Commonwealth Games one year to being 
dropped from the national team the following 
year. 

It has been alluded to on Facebook that it 
was due to Marty not attending a one day 
development squad session due to family 
commitments. That may indeed be part of the 
reason but I very much doubt that is the sole 
reason. 

I can only deduce that there have been a 
number of issues that have resulted in the 
decision to drop a stalwart member of the Irish 
team. Generally selectors take a dim view of 
non-attendance at important events but it is 

rare, though not unknown, for them to drop 
someone for it. 

The solution to this conundrum may lie 
elsewhere. Only the selectors know the true 
and full details of course but Ireland has taken 
disciplinary action against some high profile 
players in recent times and rightly so. 

Without a reasonable amount of discipline it 
is very difficult to maintain team spirit as players 
see others ‘get away’ with actions and behaviour 
that they believe to be unprofessional. A 
disgruntled team usually results in a poor 
performing team.

The debate of ‘MartyGate’ will continue 
for many months but in the meantime 
Ireland has now lost a sizeable contingent 
of established stars for the forthcoming 
Atlantic Rim Championship later this year. The 
importance of these Championships cannot 
be over emphasised as they, for the first time, 

form the qualification standard for the World 
Championships in New Zealand in 2016.

Another player out of favour is Graham McKee, 
not selected for the Ireland team following 
disciplinary action taken by the Northern Ireland 
Bowling Association.

With four names now missing from 
the selectors options list it will bring forth 
opportunities for others to make an impact in 
the international series in July.  

One player who has been on the receiving 
end of the selectors’ disciplinary decision 
making process is Gary Kelly. It would appear 
he has ‘served his time’ and been handed the 
responsibility for his own rink. 

He has been given two excellent and 

experienced players in Paul Daly and Simon 
Martin at lead and second respectively, with new 
cap Shane Leonard at third. 

A wise and sensible move in my opinion- this 
looks a good rink. Gary has shown he can skip at 
international level in the indoor and he will relish 
the chance to repeat that outdoors. So the big 
man from Ballymoney is ticking all the boxes as 
he makes his way back into world level selection 
contention. 

Robert Hastings, another experienced 
international, has also been given his own rink 
this year. A highly respected player who has a CV 
that contains impressive credentials- not always 
the case with some international bowlers- I 
expect Robert to seize the opportunity which will 
bring him into the spotlight for more honours.

Ireland has hard decisions to make for the 
Atlantic Rim event. Do they go with the usual 
regulars that have many years of experience at 

"WITHOUT A 
REASONABLE 
AMOUNT OF 
DISCIPLINE IT IS 
VERY DIFFICULT 
TO MAINTAIN 
TEAM SPIRIT AS 
PLAYERS SEE 
OTHERS ‘GET 
AWAY’ WITH 
ACTIONS

RINK I RINK 2 RINK 3

LEAD S. Kirkwood* (Old Bleach) S. Shields (Ballymena) P. Daly (Belmont)

SECOND N. Robinson (Ballymena)  C. McCartan (Dunbarton) S. Martin (Belmont)

THIRD S. Bennett (Belmont) A. Duncan* (Ballymena) S. Leonard* (St. James Gate)

SKIP I. McClure (Portrush) A. Kyle (Larne)  G. Kelly (Ballymoney) 

RINK 4 RINK 5 RINK 6

LEAD S. Jess* (Lisnagarvey) A. Tennant (Ballymoney) G. Pierpoint* (St. James Gate)

SECOND D. Wilson (Dunbarton) G. McCloy (Portrush) B. Kane (Dunluce)

THIRD B. Browne (Whitehead) M. Wilson (Cookstown) N. Mulholland (Lisnagarvey)

SKIP R. Hastings (Bangor) B. McAlary* (Ballymoney) C. Craig (Balmoral)

RESERVES 
*New International 

R. Maher (St. James Gate) S. Gibson* (Balmoral)

Ireland wields the axe

IRELAND TEAM FOR 
2015 SERIES IN SCOTLAND



61Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe July 2015 | BOWLS INTERNATIONAL

DAVID CORKILL
world events or do they choose the silver 
medal winners from the Commonwealth 
Games in Glasgow, Paul Daly and Neil 
Mulholland, and include three new 
names? 

Neil was a surprise inclusion for the last 
games but he produced the goods as 
did Paul Daly. Neil Booth at the helm in 
that successful triple will now have to be 
replaced following his retirement from 
international competition and that is not 
an easy task. 

It is either a major headache or a 
fantastic opportunity for the selectors to 
start ‘blooding’ new talent. On current 
form and assessing available talent I 
believe Ireland can produce a formidable 
team with Paul Daly and Neil Mulholland 
as two of the first names to go on the 
selection sheet. I have three other 
names in mind and they would be more 
than capable. I wonder if it’s the three 
same names that will eventually go to 
Cyprus. 

The turmoil of player disciplinary 
action, retirements of key players and 
‘MartyGate’ have made this year a 
compelling saga of events to rival any 
fiction novel but as usual there is little to 
touch real life. 

The ‘goodies’ in this drama will be 
whoever public opinion decides and the 
‘baddies’ will be those in power who take 
the key and difficult decisions – usually 
the international selectors. 

I believe that one small error of 

judgement is not enough to end or 
even stall the career of anyone but I 
don’t for one moment believe that the 
Irish selectors would apply the ultimate 
punishment without due care and 
consideration. As always time will be 
the provider of all information. As an 
International selector myself the general 
public are rarely aware of the full facts, 
don’t be surprised if there is more to this 
than meets the eye.

ABOVE  I The Irish triple at last 
year’s Commonwealth Games- 
Neil Mulholland, Paul Daly and 
Neil Booth
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HOME COUNTIES
BERKS
MAIDEN ERLEIGH BC (Julia Hiley, Margaret Pike, Mark 
Hiley, Ken Pike).
ROYAL HOUSEHOLD BC (Suzanne Duguid & Robert 
Taylor).
PALMER PARK BC (Ann Siddell, Ray Jacobs, Michael 
Smit, Brian Holland).

BUCKS
CHESHAM BC (Pam Hooper, Roger Lofty, John Burgin, 
Trevor Bateman).
BUCKINGHAM WEST END BC (John Cooper, Herbert 
Taylor, John Cunningham, Eric Evans).

HERTS
ROYSTON BC (Elizabeth Hardwicke, Peter Sizeland, 
Patricia Smith, Peter Fisk).
WATFORD IBC (Alan Emery, Trevor Payne, Tony 
Howard).

KENT
DARTFORD STONE LODGE IBC (Hazel & Andy Tucker, 

Ken Follett, Malcolm Searles).
ISTEAD RISE BC (Margaret Couchman, Peter Clark, 
Cherry Holman, Tony Scott).

OXON
ADDERBURY BC (Frank Duty, Martin Barnard, David 
Watson, Terry Hooley).
HANBOROUGH BC (Margaret & Colin Haley, Pauline 
Williams).
HANBOROUGH BC (Jess Saunders, Colin Haley, Kitty 
Oliver).
HANBOROUGH BC (Carol Hodges, Shirley Wright, 
Pam Bunce).

SURREY
STANWELL BC (David Leear, Linda Dart, Danny 
Blatchford).
WEY VALLEY IBC (Christine Warner, Jenny Robbins, 
Shane Kelly).
MAYFORD HALL BC (Carole Baker, Peter Hodkinson, 
Andrew Boarer).
KNAPHILL BC (Malcolm Wood, David Johnson, 
Michael Patey, Terry Dockley).

DONYNGS IBC (Roland Simon & Peggy Baughan).

EAST
CAMBS
MARCH IBC (Jean Redston, John Peckit, Roy Fomes).
ST NEOTS IBC (David Clare, Alan Harvey, Peter Hull, 
John Hills).

ESSEX
CLACTON IBC (Yvonne Oxford, Don Wilson, Ray 
Collins).
BRIGHTLINGSEA BC (Reg Heydon, Phil Hawkridge, 
Barbara & Rick Askey).

NORFOLK
NORTH WALSHAM BC (Bernard Leighton, Anne 
England, Sheila Leighton).
WYMONDHAM DELL BC (Michael Baker, Kelvin 
Packer, Peter Scofield).

SUFFOLK
FELIXSTOWE IBC (Delyth Mayhew, Barry Smith, 
Russell Garwood).

This is to certify that (print FULL names in capitals) 
Lead  _____________________________________________________________
2  _____________________________________________________________
3  _____________________________________________________________
Skip  _____________________________________________________________

Scored a maximum number of shots in one end of a 
competitive pairs, triples or fours match.

At:  _____________________________________________________________

Date:  _____________________________________________________________

I would like to claim our Hot Shot Certificate(s)

Signed: ___________________________________________________________

Date:  _____________________________________________________________

Name: _____________________________________________________________

Address:  __________________________________________________________

 ____________________________________________________________________

Telephone:  ________________________________________________________

Email address:  ____________________________________________________

Please complete to receive news, updates and offers from us by email.

Your club:  _________________________________________________________

Verified by: ________________________________________________________ 

(Secretary/Opponent)

Don’t forget to send
 Full names, addresses and postal codes of your fellow team 
member(s) on a separate sheet of paper.  A copy of the original 
scorecard.

All claims must be made on an application form from the 
current issue of Bowls International. 

Send applications to
Hot Shots, Bowls International, PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1XQ.

TOTAL

(£1.00 per pack of 4)

Please send: _______ (Qty)  Certificate(s) (state 1-4) £ Pay only P&P

Please send: _______  (Qty)  Badge(s) at £2.00 each £ _________________

Please send: _______  (Qty)  Packs of bowls stickers £ _________________

Sticker colours: White     Blue     Yellow     Red     (tick applicable)

I enclose cheque/postal order to the value of £  ________________
(Postage & packing: UK £2.00 EU: £3.50 Rest of World: £5.00 
Please make cheque/postal orders payable to Bowls International)

FORMFORMFORM
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BROWSTON HALL IBC (Keith Etherington, Scott 
Turner, Colin Butcher).

WEST
CORNWALL
FALMOUTH BC (Christine Williams, Angela Angel, Pam 
Dearnley).
TRURO CITY BC (Grenville Phillips, Colin Garthwaite, 
Keith Morgan, Archie Wallace).
SALTASH BC (Rodney Nute & Terry Hodge).
REDRUTH BC (Philip Orland, Barry Pattison, Barrie 
Kessell).

DEVON
ILFRACOMBE BC (Doreen Neal, Ron Pither, Marlane 
Cox).

GLOS
CIRENCESTER BC (Vera Sinnott, Roma King, Elizabeth 
Higgs, Sue Dyer).
MIDGLOS IBC (Gwen Harrington, Denise Edwards, 
David Coates).

SOMERSET
YEOVIL BC (Diane Cox, Jackie Woods, Gwen Dodman).
CLARRIE DUNBAR IBC (Ruth Jupp, Wendy Hancock, 
Bill Williams).
SOUTH PETHERTON BC (Anna Eckland, Phillip Jones, 
Eileen Beckey, Colin Harris).
CASTLE CARY BC (Paul Cowley, Diana Hamilton, Carol 
Lowe, John Fletcher).
CLARRIE DUNBAR IBC (Sadie Farrell, Ruth Haines, 
Craig Doughty, Russell Francis).

WILTS
FIVE RIVERS IBC (Bill Gourlay, James Gillings, Geoff 
Toomer, Peter Gurd).

SOUTH
HANTS
OLD BASING BC (Tom Atkins, Bill Hoskin, Vic Cook, 
John Dalloway).
COSHAM PARK BC (Jeannette Davies, Jean Wade, 
Trish Walters, Joan Ferguson).
COWPLAIN BC (Simon Calverley, Kath Roberts, David 
Palmer).

PELHAMS BC (Bill Camp, Gareth Thomas, John 
Welton, Roy Pearce).
COWPLAIN BC (David & Daniel Palmer, Peter Crowley, 
Bryan Franklin).
MOORDOWN BC (Liz Edmunds, Jenny Hurrell, Cathy 
France, Barbara Roles).

ISLE OF WIGHT
VENTNOR BC (Roger Booth, Tony Hornby, John 
Hawkes, Bill Golding).

SUSSEX
DENTON ISLAND IBC (Teana Hardy, Yvonne Newbold, 
Pam Quill).
BILLINGSHURST BC (John Lucas, Barry Gilbert, Chris 
Laker).
MIDHURST EAGLES SMBC (Delphine Clark, Brian 
Fallows, Terry Berry).
WORTHING PAVILION BC (J. Eldridge, P. Carter, M. 
Gooch, I. Smith).

MIDLANDS
HEREFORDS
LEOMINSTER IBC (Jimmy Lindsay, John Culver, Joe 
Scamp).

LINCS
SKEGNESS IBC (Ruth Crofts, Peter Hopkins, Bryn 
Foxon).
LINCOLN IBC (Malcom Henfry, Mary Anderson, Elsie 
& Ronald Kendall).
LOUTH IBC (Sue Gurbutt & Robin Barrow).
BOSTON IBC (Eddy Bell, Mick Rigby, Bob Thompson).
SIBSEY BC (Kathleen Beck, Christine & Carl Jakobsen, 
Anthony Beck).

NORTHANTS
KINGSTHORPE BC (John Churchman, Bob Brown, 
Mick Richardson).
GEDDLINGTON & NEWTON BC (Tony Coles, Francis 
Knight, Jill Nutt, Julie Tysoe).

NOTTS
ATTENBOROUGH VILLAGE BC (David Slee, Alan Oxley, 
Mick Cope, Brian Simmons).
NEWARK IBC (S. Hunt, S. Maddex, J, Richardson).

NOTTINGHAM IBC (Christine Ireland, Joy Allen, Beryl 
McCarthy).

STAFFS
TAMWORTH IBC (Ray Burton & Kerry Weston).

WORCS
MALVERN HILLS IBC (William Chaundy & Jim 
Knowles).

NORTH
YORKS
SHIPTONTHORPE BC (Neil Atkinson & Ted Morton).

IRELAND
MICKAMORE COMMUNITY CENTRE (Margaret Scott, 
Len McCullough, Stuart Pierce, Garfield Lithco).
CITY OF DERRY BC (B. Lyttle, J. Ross, R. Donaghy, J. 
Campbell).
IERNE BC (Robert McCourt, Larry Breheny, Des Kane, 
Jimmy Lamon).

SCOTLAND
BUCHAN IBC (Lewis Strachan & Harry Irvine).

WALES
ISLWYN LADIES BC (Ida Whatley, Irene Derick, Sheila 
Howells, Kathleen Dyer).
BLAINA BC (Kelly Silcox, Connie Saunders, Julie 
Cawley, Sue Hitchman).
SULLY SGBC (Val Sutton & Judy Davies).

OVERSEAS
SPAIN
LA SIESTA BC (Dave Davies, Derek Pickwick, Carol 
Thorpe).
INDALO BC (Keith Harvey, Susan & John Mannall).
VISTABELLA BC (Jenny & Dave Chaplin, Les Barber, 
Eric Bishop).
MAZARRON BC (Denise Green, Pat & Ken Alton, Dave 
Green).

MISCELLANEOUS
BOWLS ENGLAND PRESIDENT’S TOUR, USA (Mike 
McDonnell, George Willmott, Janet Farnsworth, John 
Scholey).

Underwritten by UKI.
Winter & Co are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority.  

WINTER & CO.
Suite 201-203, Baltic Chambers, 

50 Wellington Street, Glasgow, G2 6HJ

Tel. 0141-221 6700  Fax 0141-248 8812
E-mail: fredwinter@winterjackhigh.com

www.winterjackhigh.com

“Winter & Co” provide to our Scheme Members:

• Dedicated Staff Contact
• Very Competitive Premiums
• Efficient and quick claims handling
• No hidden charges
• Complimentary Score-cards/Competition Sheets

“Jack High” has been supporting Bowling for over 25 years 
by providing excellent Insurance cover to Indoor, Outdoor 
& Multi-Sports Clubs together with Associations, UK wide.
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FEATURING 

Andy Thomson and  Greg Harlow
Prices start at   £329 per person

* Price includes full-
board, entry into the 
bowls tournament, 
where you are 
guaranteed four 
games, use of Potters’ 
many other impressive 
facilities, plus day-time 
entertainment, 
and superb 
entertainment each 
evening in the multi-
million pound theatre, 
which boasts one of 
the longest bars in the 
country.           523/15

Greg 
Harlow 

Andy 
Thomson

Popular England 
star and three 

times winner of 
the World Indoor 

Singles

2010 World Indoor 
Singles Champion 
and former World 

No.1

SARASOTA, FLORIDA 2015
15th November – 5th December 2015 (19 nights / 21 days)

£2499.00 per person (twin occupancy) & £2799.00 (single occupancy)

For further information and to book this fantastic trip contact: 
David Webster on 01494 676506 / 07777628715 

or email davidwebster797@btinternet.com

Hotel Indigo, Sarasota
This 4*boutique hotel is situated adjacent to beautiful Sarasota 

Bay in the heart of Sarasota’s art district and within easy walking 
distance to downtown.

Included
Return economy flights, accommodation at Hotel Indigo, breakfast 
daily, 8 bowls games, airport transfers & tour manager throughout.

Deposit: £500 per person
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HEARTBEAT OF BOWLS 
IN THE 

H E A R T  O F 
E N G L A N D

LEAMINGTON HISTORY  |  MEL BECK

A TOWN in the Heart of England will 
once again be the heartbeat of 
English outdoor bowls next month 

when Royal Leamington Spa hosts the Bowls England men’s 
and women’s national championships for the second time.

The Warwickshire town is now the epicentre of outdoor bowls 
in England following the decision by Bowls England to move its 
headquarters from the South Coast resort of Worthing to set 
up residence in this central location.

As a result, the five-green complex at Victoria Park, which 
had been the home of the women’s national championships 
since 1975, now hosts a month-long August bowls jamboree 
following the integration of the men’s finals last year.

The bold decision to move the men’s championships from 
Worthing, one of world’s most iconic bowls venues, naturally 
had its critics, especially among the more traditionalist 
element, but the event last year was generally considered a 
success.

The move to the centre of the country was especially 
applauded by those bowlers in the far flung corners of England 
who were spared the long, arduous and expensive journey 
down to the South Coast.

With Leamington having hosted two World Bowls events, 
the first in 1996 and the second at the eleventh hour in 2004 
when Malaysia withdrew following visa problems involving 
Israeli bowlers, and a number of major international events, 
Victoria Park can equally be classed as one of the world’s most 
renowned bowls venues.

Victoria Park was opened back in 1899 to mark Queen 
Victoria’s Diamond Jubilee as part of the corporation’s plan to 
provide more recreation space for the growing town.

Throughout the 19th Century it was Leamington’s village 
green, the venue for galas, military parades, flower shows, 
circuses and cricket.

The first bowling green on the site was opened in 1913, a 
second added ten years later, a third in 1935 followed by a 
fourth, with the fifth being constructed in 1995 in readiness for 
the women’s World Bowls a year later.

During the first World War, Victoria Park was requisitioned 

by the Army and the Standard Motor Company erected a 
factory unit for the manufacture of munitions, the bowls green 
re-opening 1918.

Following local government reorganisation in 1974, Warwick 
District Council took over responsibility for Victoria Park from 
Leamington Town Council, and immediately began discussions 
with the English Women’s Bowling Association to bring its 
championships to the town- the complex duly became the home 
of the women’s national finals from 1975.

Coincidentally, back in 1949, the then Mayor, Cllr Bill 
Wallsgrove, speaking at the Warwickshire County Bowling 
Association dinner, stated that the greens at Victoria Park were, 
without doubt, some of the finest in the country.

“Not only the Leamington bowling clubs, but the town itself 
will not be content until we have the national championships 
in the town, ” he stated.  It is doubtful if he ever thought that it 
would be the ladies who would arrive first.

A few years earlier, though, it was not all sweetness and light, 
with the Royal Leamington Bowls Club captain John Tarplee 
encouraging the local council in a local newspaper article to 
improve the conditions at Victoria Park.

“The management of bowling greens is a very important factor 
of the game,” he wrote. “The greens themselves may look very 
beautiful, but they are like some beautiful women – you have to 
live with them before you find them out!

“The eye is very apt to be deceived. To be successful, and to 
give satisfaction, the management must study the technical 
needs of the bowlers as well as the greens.”

As a result of a £420,000 redevelopment project ahead of the 
women’s World Bowls in 1996, the bowling facilities at Victoria 
Park are second to none, and with Bowls England officials now 
based in a town centre office, there is continuous liasion with 
Warwick District Council to make certain the greens remain 
in tip-top shape at what is now referred to as the ‘Centre of 
Excellence’ for outdoor bowls in England.

*The national championships begin on Saturday, August 1 through to 
Sunday, August 30.



THE FINAL SAY |  What's happening this month

BOWLS INTERNATIONAL|July 201566 Subscribe today: www.bowlsinternational.com/subscribe

WHAT'S ON IN JULY
JULY 5 

Bowls England Junior International squad day (men and women)
Victoria Park, Royal Leamington Spa

JULY 12 
Bowls England Walker Cup regional finals

JULY 17-19 
Women’s Junior International Series and championships Greenock, 
Scotland

JULY 18 
Bowls Scotland Andrew Hamilton Trophy final venue to be confirmed

JULY 27 
Bowls Scotland SYBA Championships Northfield, Ayr

JULY 28
Bowls Scotland national championships begin Northfield, Ayr, Until 
August 2

COMPETITION 
WINNER

The winner of the April competition for 
a set of Aero bowls is Roger Mallett, 
from Coulsdon in Surrey.

NEXT MONTH’S 
Bowls International:

All the results and 
news from the British 
Isles Championships
Full report from the men’s 
and women’s senior 
internationals
Scottish finals results 
and pictures
The psychology of sets 
play in singles
Kids' views on bowls

NEXT MONTH’S 

PLANET BOWLS EVENTS:

JULY 11 
Norfolk Bowls Club
Open singles

JULY 25-26 
Atherley Bowls Club
Open singles
This will be followed by the 
Southampton Open, which runs 
from July 27 to August 1

Answer: Option 1

WORLD number two 
Robert Paxton was 
in a lot of trouble 
on this last end with 
qualifier Mark Dawes 
holding three shots, 
but the West Country 
ace played a brilliant 
backhand drive, hitting 
the jack onto Mark’s 
second bowl and killing 
the end.When the jack 
was replaced on the 

re-spot position there was plenty of space around it for both 
players to draw with their last bowls. Mark played a good bowl 
to within a foot of the jack, but Robert produced a perfect 
delivery to the jack to win the set by a single shot and the 
match by two sets to nil.
This match was sublime. It was full of perfect drawing 
deliveries, but also some great shot play which enabled the 
large crowd to see bowls at its very best.
A great performance from Mark that gave him a lot of 
confidence going into  World indoor singles, but for Robert it 
was business as usual as he progressed in one of his favourite 
tournaments.
* The first winning entry out of the hat came from Tony Pickford, from 
Coalville in Leicestershire.

 

April's Call the Shot

Name: ________________________________________

Address:  ____________________________________

 _______________________________________________

 _______________________________________________

Telephone:  __________________________________

Send in entries by May 22nd to:
Call the Shot, Bowls International,  
PO Box 100, Stamford, Lincs, PE9 1XQ.

Option 1
Backhand Drive

Option 2
Backhand Draw

Option 3
Forehand Draw

Option 4 
Forehand Drive

Please circle your choice:

IN the February edition a quarter-
final clash in the Co-operative 
Funeralcare Scottish International 
Open between qualifier Mark Dawes 
and world number two Robert 
Paxton, both from England, was 
featured, and I am staying with that 
match in which the quality of the 
play proved to be exceptional.

The second set was rescued by Mark 
on the sixth end, when he secured 
a double with his last bowl, and he 
followed that up with a single and 
a treble to tie the set at 7-7 and he 
certainly had the momentum going into 
the last end.

Robert was again in trouble on the 
ninth and final end of the set, an end 
he couldn’t afford to lose if he was to 
avoid the unpredictability of a tie-break.

Mark has played three bowls and 
all three count, but only one is really 
threatening the jack. Robert, aware 
of having the last delivery of the end, 
has to make a crucial decision as 
to which shot to play with his third 
bowl.

It is imperative he either gets the shot 
or develops an opportunity to win the 
end, set and match with his last bowl.

As usual, I have set out the options for 
you to ponder and discuss.

Backhand Drive

Direction 
of play

Option 1

Backhand Draw

Direction 
of play

Option 2

Forehand Draw

Direction 
of play

Option 3

Forehand Drive

Direction 
of play

Option 4

Call The Shot

Direction 
of play

2ND SET 9th End
Robert Paxton
Red 7
Mark Dawes
Blue 7

SELECT THE right 
option for the shot and you 

have the chance to win a bowls book 
compiled by Bowls 

International columnist and 
England men’s outdoor team 

manager John Bell. 
Send in your entries by 

e-mail: bowls@keypublishing.com 
by May 22nd or by post: 

(see below for more details).

CALL THE SHOT  |  By David Corkill – The Top TV Commentator
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Backhand Draw

COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION COMPETITION 
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