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Hola and welcome to FourFourTwo 
(or should that be FourThreeThree?!). 
My fi rst interview with the magazine 
was way back in January 2006, and

since then I’ve been interviewed a few more times. But this 
is the fi rst time that I’ve been guest editor of the magazine, 
and what a privilege it is too.

As well as the interview, in which I discuss a selection of my 
career highlights, there’s a piece on the other members of the 
500-goal club (which I had the great honour of joining during 
the week that I edited the magazine) and a look back at the 
La Masia team I played in, featuring Cesc Fabregas and Gerard 
Pique to name but two of a host of team-mates who were 
brilliant on and off the fi eld. 

We also went over to Milan to speak to my former Argentina 
captain Javier Zanetti, 
while Ronaldinho – who 
I appeared on the cover 
with in 2006 – picks his 
Perfect XI. Here’s hoping 
I have made the cut! 

Lionel Messi
Guest editor
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Mattia Zoppellaro: Our snapper 
visited Javier Zanetti’s restaurant 

to shoot him for One-on-One. “I’m 
based in Milan but support Juve so 
feel guilty meeting Inter stars, but 
with Javier I didn’t. He doesn’t just 
belong to the Nerazzurri – he’s part 

of history... and cooks a mean steak!”

Stefan Hobmaier: The German 
lensman was on hand to capture 
us speaking to Xabi Alonso before 
he hung up his boots. “He’s totally 
relaxed and so professional at the 
same time – just as you’d imagine 
Xabi to be from watching him stroll 
around a pitch for so many years.”

Andy Mitten: The Barcelona-based 
scribe discussed career highlights 
with the new FFT gaffer. “The fi rst 
time I met Lionel his fringe was so 
heavy I couldn’t see his eyes. Now 
the hair’s on his face, which suits 
him much better. He has always 

been very friendly and grounded.”

@ ou ou o d  @FourFourTwoEd  

Guest editor Lionel Messi
Editor Hitesh Ratna
Art editor Anthony Moore

Tom Chase
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Fans have long gone to great lengths to catch a glimpse 
of their heroes, but in the year 2017 it only really counts 
if you can upload some blurry photographic evidence to 
your social media accounts. Realising this, thousands of 
Madridistas gathered with phones aloft, hoping to grab  
a cheeky snap of Zinedine Zidane and the Real Madrid 
gang as they made their way to the Bernabeu with the 
aim of beating Barcelona and opening up a six-point 
lead at the top of the La Liga table. Enter Lionel Messi…
Picture Kiko Huesca/EFE/PA Images

“SAY CHEESE, CRISTIAnO!”
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In a professional career that spanned 
more than two decades, Javier Zanetti 
has seen it all. Even since hanging up 
his boots in 2014, he’s been pretty busy: 
setting up a non-profi t foundation that 
helps more than 1,000 kids in Argentina, 
becoming Inter’s vice-president as well 
as opening a steak restaurant in Milan. 

El Gaucho has a long table saved for 
special guests: then-Inter boss Stefano 
Pioli, his assistant Walter Samuel and the 
rest of the Nerazzurri coaching staff are 
coming over for dinner – and their host 
naturally wants everything to be perfect. 

“This will be the fi rst time I have ever 
cooked a steak while in a suit,” he says 
while under the glare of FFT’s cameras.

But before he can tuck in, it’s time for 
him to get stuck into your questions...

Hi Javier. Your restaurant sells what 
looks like Cornish pasties. Have you 
ever been to Cornwall, or England 
for anything other than football?
Harry Batt, via Facebook
[Surprised] Cornish pasties? You mean 
empanadas! Don’t tell me empanadas 
are from there. They’re not! [Laughs] It 
is the fi rst time I’ve heard this. I’ve not 
been to Cornwall but now I’m curious 
to check it out. Empanadas are typical 
Argentine food! As for England, I have 
been there many times with my family: 
London, of course, but also Birmingham, 
Newcastle, Manchester, Liverpool. I like 
to go travelling with my wife. Paula is 
a big Beatles fan, so when we visited 
Liverpool she was super excited. We 
went to the museum and wanted to 

go to the Cavern Club, but since there is 
a Cavern Club and a Cavern Pub in the 
same street, we visited both – just to 
make sure we didn’t make a mistake!

Who gave you your nickname ‘El 
Tractore?’ How did it come about?
Cristian Benta, via Facebook
It started in Argentina and was linked 
to my style of play: covering lots of the 
pitch without stopping. When I arrived 
in Milan, Italian journalists asked some 
of the journalists back home about me. 
They heard the nickname and adapted 
it to El Tractore. It remained my football 
nickname until I became captain, when 
I was rechristened Il Capitano. Nobody 
would call me the tractor ever again! 

You used to work as a bricklayer for 
your father? What did that teach you 
about the importance of hard work? 
Are you still able to build a wall now?
Andre Adams, London
Those were among the best times of 
my life; it was one of the things I have 
enjoyed most. Not only because I was 
giving him a hand and able to be with 
him, but also as it was a life-changing 
experience to see fi rst-hand the huge 
sacrifi ce my dad was making in order 
to provide for our family. It has stayed 
with me throughout my life and also 
guided me during my career. And, of 
course, I still know how to build a wall 
– I have not forgotten! If I had to build 
one, I could. The day in which my dad 
encouraged me to be a footballer was 
while we were working on a wall when 
I was 12. Before turning professional 

I delivered milk, setting my alarm to 
go off at 4am each morning, before 
going to school at eight and then on 
to training sessions in the afternoon. 

I once heard a tale that when you 
fi rst arrived at Inter, you had your 
boots in a plastic bag and the fans 
waiting at the training ground did 
not know who you were. True story?
Ally Grier, via Facebook
The offi cial presentation was at the 
Terrazzo Martini hotel. I arrived with 
Sebastian Rambert – a striker who’d 
joined from Independiente – and we 
were both welcomed by the president, 
captain Giuseppe Bergomi and some 
board members. It was the fi rst time 
that I had ever been to Milan and there 
was a downpour. After that, the team 
headed off for our pre-season training 
camp in Cavalese, up in the mountains, 
and I went there carrying my boots in 
a plastic bag. Nobody knew who I was 
– it was another era, I was a stranger. 
I passed through the fans that were 
waiting for their idols and moments 
later, when I appeared on the terrace 
to greet them, they realised I was the 
new signing. During my fi rst season at 
Inter I was living alone, and back then 
mobile phones were new and expensive. 
There was a payphone two blocks from 
my home in Como, so I’d buy a prepaid 
phone card and spend hours standing 
there talking to [then girlfriend] Paula. 
The people who were left queuing as 
we spoke would say some rather harsh 
words, particularly in the winter. I’d be 
freezing cold, but I still kept on talking.

OOPS Santa Fe held a minute’s silence for Ricardo Oliveira 
before their clash with Santos – a nice gesture, except he 
wasn’t dead. In fact, he was actually playing in the match

Fancy your very own 
Lego Wembley? p21 

Test your nous: can 
you spot the ball? p18

Pilgrim Pete’s 
promotion party p15
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COUNTRY
1994-2011 Argentina

“THE FREE-KICK AGAINST ENGLAND?
WE’D PRACTISED IT FOR FOUR YEARS!

ORTEGA WAS SUPPOSED TO SHOOT, BUT
AS IT HAD NEVER WORKED BEFORE, I HAD  

A GO AND IT WENT STRAIGHT IN FIRST TIME”

I REMEMBER
 USED TO BE THEIR
 OWNER AND HE IS MY
 FAVOURITE SINGER! I
 HOPE 
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There’s a famous montage of your 
Panini stickers from 20 years with 
Inter (right) that highlights the fact 
you looked identical for the whole 
time. What’s your secret? And is it
true you have always had the same 
haircut that your mother gave you?
James Grieve, via Facebook
I’ve seen them, yes, and they really are 
all the same! But there is no secret – 
just be passionate about what you do. 
As for the haircut, I admit my mother 
used to cut it into a moptop until I was 
12. Then I went to a hairdresser and 
changed it to a side parting – which 
I decided to carry on with ever since.

Why were you so angry when Roy 
Hodgson subbed 
you just before 
the shootout in 
the 1997 UEFA 
Cup Final, and 
what was Roy 
like as a coach?
Stu Greenhalgh, 
Merseyside
At that moment 
I did not accept 
the substitution. 
I had played well 
and didn’t think 
the player being 
sent on [Nicola 
Berti] would be 
taking a penalty. 
I understood it 
afterwards, but 
my reaction was 
in the heat of the 
moment. Later 
that evening we 
hugged, and I’ve 
still got a great 
relationship with 
Hodgson. He was 
a good manager, 
always prepared 
and able to take 
care of small but 
important details.

What kept you at Inter during your 
prime from 1999-2004 when they 
didn’t win anything? You must have 
had some offers from other clubs?
Timmay Baker, via Facebook
I was confi dent Inter’s moment would 
come. I’d speak about it with President 
[Massimo] Moratti and my family. Being 
captain, I wanted to leave an important 
mark on the club. Yes there were hard 
times, but the management showed 
trust in the squad being built and we 
worked together to achieve the goals 
we wanted for so long. When you sign 
for Inter, the club makes you think that 
you are part of a family, like a new son.

Did you ever have the opportunity to 
move to England during your career?
Matthew Newton, via Twitter
Yes, there were some fi rm rumours of 
Manchester United wanting to sign me 

in the late-90s. I once 
saw Alex Ferguson 
in an airport while 
I was in England 
with my wife. We 
talked a bit about 
football, but I was 
always centered in 
my idea of staying 
with Inter, even in 
those complicated 
years, and it would 
have been diffi cult 
for me to go under 
any circumstances. 
It wasn’t just Man 
United, there were 
other big clubs as 
well, but my love 
for Inter always 
tipped the scales. 

How frustrated 
were you about 
the Calciopoli 
scandal and the 
fact other clubs 
were attempting 
to gain an unfair 
advantage? Did 
you ever suspect 
anything, and did 
anyone approach 

you while you were playing in Serie A?
Jon Kingson, via Facebook
We just dedicated ourselves to playing 
football matches and, regardless of the 
suspicions elsewhere, we would always 
end up frustrated if we hadn’t achieved 
the results we were looking for. Then all 
of the truth came out and it was a very 
diffi cult chapter for Italian football. The 
whole world was watching, and I just 
hope that nothing like it ever happens 
again. It’s very important to remember 
what happened, but my feeling now is 
that it’s better to leave these negative 
episodes in the past, and instead try to 
focus on the league titles we did win 
and the way in which we won them.
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What was it like being on the pitch 
for the Valencia vs Inter brawl in 
the Champions League in 2007? 
What caused it? Have you ever 
seen anything worse than that?
Chris Fleming, via Twitter
It was a tense game at the Mestalla. 
Valencia went through on away goals, 
and after the fi nal whistle there was 
clear provocation on the pitch – that 
was what we were reacting to. After 
that, everybody saw what happened: 
one of the Valencia substitutes [David 
Navarro] hit Nicolas Burdisso, breaking 
his nose. On the pitch, it was the worst 
that I have ever experienced, as it was 
unexpected and really shouldn’t have 
happened, but it’s just an anecdote now.

What’s the best story you can tell us 
about playing with Zlatan at Inter?
Julia Woodford, via Facebook
Oh, what an incredible guy – a great 
character and a player that can make 
the difference. His three years with us 
were spectacular and full of trophies, 
but the thing I will never forget came 
in training. The ball was in the air, and 
he raised his leg over a team-mate’s 
head and killed the ball with the most 
delicate touch you have ever seen. He 
studied taekwondo or something, so 
his movements could surprise you. If 
you look at his height, you would think 
he is not that technically gifted, but he 
is a different kind of player and one of 
a kind. We were very lucky to have him.

Inter held out with 10 men at the 
Camp Nou to reach the Champions 
League fi nal in 2010. Was that one 
of the best defensive displays you 
have played in? Did you sense how 
much it meant to Jose Mourinho?
Salvo Mazzei, via Twitter
First of all, please don’t forget the great 
attacking display from the fi rst leg, in 
which we outplayed Barcelona at the 
San Siro. Despite going a goal behind 
early on, we were so confi dent that we 
were doing our job that we ended up 
beating them comfortably – 3-1. The 
second leg was an amazing defensive 
performance, yes, but not because we 
planned it that way. It was just the way 

we were forced to react after Thiago 
Motta was sent off inside the fi rst 30 
minutes. We showed great personality, 
strength, commitment and cohesion to 
fi ght for our place in the fi nal, against 
an opponent that was considered the 
best in the world, and by some as the 
best in history. As a player, sometimes 
you get that feeling something good is 
about to happen; that you are capable 
of pulling off the impossible. I could see 
the commitment of Samuel Eto’o – he 
was practically playing next to me as 
a right-back for the rest of the match, 
despite being a striker, because the 
team needed the extra cover so badly. 
He was willing to sacrifi ce himself for 
the team and help us defend against 
[Lionel] Messi and Xavi and all of the 
other players. That shows how much 
our team wanted to reach that fi nal.

Mourinho was a controversial fi gure 
in Italy, often falling out with the 
press. What did the players think 
about that? Did he create a siege 
mentality that helped you to win?
Felipe Toledo, via Facebook
To us, Mourinho was always a superb 
manager. He was a man with a strong 
personality who prepared every game 
to the tiniest detail. He ensured that 
every player that went onto the pitch 
knew exactly what they had to do, and 
how they would react whichever way 
the match might unfold. That was his 
big asset. During the two seasons that 
Jose was in charge at Inter, the team 
was always incredibly well prepared.

U P F R O n T

H I g H S  &  L O W S
LOW: 1989

Released by Independiente as 
a teenager for being too small

HIGH: 1995
Moves to Europe with Inter after 
spells with Talleres and Banfi eld

LOW: 1997
Part of Inter team that loses UEFA 
Cup fi nal to Schalke on penalties

HIGH: 1998
Nets memorable World Cup goal 
to help Argentina defeat England

LOW: 1999
Inter go through four managers 

en route to fi nishing 8th in Serie A  
HIGH: 1999

Considers Real Madrid move but 
stays and becomes club captain

LOW: 2006
Controversially left out of World 

Cup squad by Jose Pekerman
HIGH: 2010

Captains Inter to Treble, beating 
Bayern in European Cup fi nal
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Clear this up once and for all: did the 
Argentina players really taunt England 
from their team bus after winning on 
penalties and, if so, why? Was there 
bad blood between the two sides?
Jack Beresford, via Facebook
[Answers sternly] Not at all, absolutely 
no taunting. And the game was intense 
as it was a World Cup decider, but there 
was no lack of respect, neither towards 
the English players nor their supporters.

Does being left out of two World Cup 
squads in 2006 and 2010 tarnish the 
memories of your Argentina career? 
Have you spoken to Jose Pekerman 
or Diego Maradona about it since?
Darren Walsh, via Facebook
No, I have not talked to them about it 

and I wouldn’t want to, either – it is 
  all water under the bridge now and 

   my conscience is clear that I did 
  everything in my power to be 

  picked. Not only that, I was 
 also selected a lot during 
  the qualifi cation games 
 for both World Cups and 

then played in the opening 
game immediately after the 

two World Cups that I missed 
– so my desire to be there was 
 always clear. I do not consider 
missing out twice to be a stain 
 on my international career as 

   I have got no regrets. It is all 
 part of football and you just 
 have to accept these things 
can happen and never look 
back – always look forward. 

You played with guys such as Diego 
Simeone and Mauricio Pochettino – 
did you expect those two to become 
top coaches, are there more of your 
former team-mates who could do 
similar, and do you have ambitions 
of becoming a manager yourself?
Clarisa Ferreyra, via Facebook
For several years before retiring I was 
clear that I wanted to become what 
I am now – someone related to the 
club but not as a manager. Now that 
I’m vice-president at Inter I couldn’t 
be happier or prouder, as I feel that 
I am still useful to the club. But even 
when we were all playing, Simeone 
and Pochettino were like managers; 
they made you feel that they would 
eventually go that way. As for others 
I played with, I think another great 
future coach is Esteban Cambiasso. 
He was just like Poch and El Cholo.  

If you could come out of retirement, 
which club would you play for? You 
aren’t allowed to pick Inter, sorry!
Christian VanSlyke, via Facebook
I would have to pick Independiente, 
as I’m a fan of them but sadly never 
had the opportunity to play for them. 
I started out in their youth academy 
but was released because I was not 
physically strong enough, as happens 
to many players. My idol was Ricardo 
Bochini and I supported them home 
and away during the 1983 campaign. 
Then the following season they lifted 
the Intercontinental Cup by beating 
Liverpool, so I’d defi nitely pick them.

The 2010 Champions League Final 
was your 700th game for Inter and 
you completed the Treble. Was that 
the best moment of your career?
Harsh Joshi, via Facebook
Yes, without a doubt. I couldn’t ask for 
more. But let me correct you: while it’s 
generally remembered as the Treble, 
we won fi ve titles that year, with the 
Italian Super Cup and the Club World 
Cup on top of Serie A, the Champions 
League and Coppa Italia. That’s why 
I say that it’s the best overall moment 
– as the team had reached the peak.

How did it feel to win the Champions 
League after 15 years with Inter?
Antonio Favata, via Twitter
It was a dream come true to put Inter 
back on the world stage – to leave our 
names written as Champions League 
winners – but especially as I knew how 
much the fans wanted the moment to 
fi nally come. To help make that happen 
was amazing. While we were still in the 
Bernabeu doing post-match interviews, 
we could see footage of fans gathering 
at Piazza del Duomo and we wanted to 
be there, too. Our fl ight landed at 6am 
and we found the San Siro packed with 
fans waiting for us to show them the 
trophy. Those are my best memories.

What was the mood in the dressing 
room like after the 2010 Champions 
League Final knowing that Mourinho 
was leaving? Was his departure the 
main reason why things took a turn 
for the worse the following season?
Daniel Shaw, via Twitter
Inside the dressing room it was about 
celebrating. The achievement had been 
sought after for decades, and to every 
one of us it was a huge relief and also 
a personal joy to fulfi l it. Later we all 
thought about his decision, but you 
can’t think about the future straight 
after winning the Champions League.

Did you go for a run in between your 
wedding ceremony and reception? 
What did your wife think of that?
Cassandra Diaz, via Twitter
What can I say, she knew me! [Laughs] 
In Serie A we always had a break over 
the Christmas period, but just a week, 
so I would always continue my training 
routine. I got married on December 23, 
so on that day I needed to train. I did 
the usual wedding things as planned 
– after that, I went out for a quick run.  

You fi nished off a famous free-kick 
routine to score against England at 
France 98 – how many times had 
you practised that one in training?
Tim Flint, Leicester
Ha! In terms of strictly answering 
your question, we practised it for 
four years, for as long as Daniel 
Passarella was the coach. What 
no one knows is that the original 
plan was for Ariel Ortega to shoot, 
not me. But as it had not worked, 
Passarella came up to me at the 
World Cup and said, “You go and 
stand near the end of their wall.” 
I was lucky that, on the very fi rst 
attempt, it went in and we got 
to the quarter-fi nals. I still 
remember the split-second 
I made the move and 
suddenly got the ball. 
Even though I had to 
shoot on my left foot, 
the strike felt perfect 
and I knew that 
it was going in. 

“THERE WERE RUMOURS OF MANCHESTER UNITED 
WANTING TO SIGN ME IN THE ’90S, BUT MY LOVE

FOR INTER ALWAYS TIPPED THE SCALES. THEY
MAKE YOU FEEL LIKE PART OF THE FAMILY”

I REMEMBER
 USED TO BE THEIR
 OWNER AND HE IS MY
 FAVOURITE SINGER! I
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Nostradamus’ Romanian stadium predictions, Bart 
Simpson at the Bernabeu and Manu Petit’s cow curse 
– it’s the end of the season and things have got weird

1 
TEMPER, TEMPER
Argentina La Plata

We’ve seen players rip off their shirt in 
anger, but never a manager. Ex-Arsenal 
defender – and recent FFT interviewee – 
Nelson Vivas, however, is known for the 
odd temper tantrum. He resigned from 
his fi rst managerial role with Quilmes 
after punching a supporter.

This time Vivas’ ire was at a referee. 
Upon being sent up to the stands, the 
Estudiantes boss ripped off his smart 
shirt in one movement, kicked a water 
bottle and marched off. He is already 
a better Incredible Hulk than Ed Norton.

2 
DON’T HAVE A COW, MAN (PT.I)
Spain Madrid

For no apparent reason, Real Madrid’s 
advance to the Champions League fi nal 
this season resulted in not one but two 
massive Bart Simpsons rocking up at the 
Bernabeu. The year is 2017.

The Barts have been present at Real 
matches before, mind, and they’re now 
living in fear of a visit from Chelsea next 
season – plans are currently being put 
in place on how to thwart David Luiz 
using some strategically-placed rakes.

3 
WHAT A DOUGHNUT
Portugal Lisbon

Eliseu knew exactly how he wanted to 
celebrate Benfi ca’s fourth consecutive 
league title win – by driving a moped 
around the pitch and then taking it 
for a spin in a packed dressing room.

As his team-mates partied behind 
him, Eliseu stole the show with a few 
doughnuts. The moped’s become so 
famous that it’s been swiftly installed 
in the Lisbon giants’ offi cial museum.

4 
DON’T HAVE A COW, MAN (PT.II)
France Paris

Do you want to know why Emmanuel 
Petit’s career tailed off amid a series of 
injuries all that time ago? Well, the man 
himself has a theory, but it’s a bit mad.

“After the 2002 World Cup I went to 
a beach on the Cote d’Azur,” said Petit. 
“An African street vendor came up and 
said ‘an evil spell has been put on you 
and a serious injury will end your career.’ 
I asked him what I could do to prevent 
this happening. He said, ‘You have to kill 
a cow.’ I did not kill a cow. Six months 
on, I suffered a double ligament tear.”

So there you have it.

5 
SILENT MAJORITY  
England Cheltenham

While their team fought to avoid a fi rst 
ever relegation to non-league – without 
any success, unfortunately – Hartlepool 
United fans turned up at their last away 
game of the season dressed as mimes.

The supporters of the Monkey Hangers 
have attended previous end-of-season 
encounters as stormtroopers, penguins, 
Thunderbirds and Smurfs, and arrived at 
Cheltenham complete with berets and 
stripy jumpers, ready to do the classic 
‘trapped in a box’ routine. Staying silent 
wasn’t too diffi cult: Hartlepool lost 1-0.

6 
NOTHING MELLOW ABOUT MELO
Uruguay Montevideo

January: Felipe Melo agrees to sign for 
Palmeiras, declares: “If I have to slap 
a Uruguayan, I will.” Fast forward a few 
months: Felipe Melo slaps a Uruguayan.

Actually, it was more of a punch – the 
Brazilian midfi elder completely lost it as 
a Copa Libertadores game with Penarol 
descended into an almighty brawl. “The 
story that I’m violent is made up by the 
media,” Melo insisted in January. Hmm.

7 
THE ORIGINAL MYSTIC MEG
Romania Bucharest

Nostradamus predicted a lot of things, 
but we’re not sure he spent much time 
forecasting when Dinamo Bucharest’s 
new stadium would be built. Even so, 
their supporters unveiled a tifo during 
their clash with Steaua which depicted 
old Nozzer next to a giant book claiming 
that, by 2020, Dinamo would be inside
a new arena and Steaua wouldn’t exist.

The match had to be suspended for 
10 minutes while the pitch was cleared 
of debris. Dinamo eventually won 2-1, 
helping Gheorghe Hagi’s Viitorul to win 
the title for the fi rst time. Nostradamus 
already knew that’d happen, of course.

8 
“THIS ONE’S FOR THE ALBUM!”
Italy Pisa

With on-loan Roma gloveman Wojciech 
Szczesny’s second campaign in Serie A 
coming to an end, the Pole still had one 
unfulfi lled ambition: seeing the Leaning 
Tower of Pisa and fi ctitiously pushing it 
over with one fi nger. Cue an Instagram 
classic, with his other half pretending 
to hold up the tower on the other side. 
Great husband-and-wife banter, there.

9 
PICTURE PERFECT (WELL, NEARLY)
England West Bromwich

Fresh from reminding everyone that he 
does still exist, by scoring the goal that 
clinched the Premier League title for his 
club, Chelsea’s Michy Batshuayi decided 
to grab a nearby photographer’s camera 
and snap away during the Londoners’ 
post-match celebrations.

If we’re being really honest, the results 
were disappointing: people not looking 
at the lens, plus an out-of-focus shot 
of Pedro. Maybe Michy should just give 
Diego Costa the camera for the fi rst 75 
minutes next time. Still, 10/10 for effort.

10 
THE VICKY SHOW, WITH 
GUEST STAR MARCEL DESAILLY
Russia Moscow

She’s back, back, back: it’s been another 
busy month for FFT’s favourite Russian 
supermodel, Victoria Lopyreva. No trips 
to Paris or Madrid, though – instead the 
2018 World Cup ambassador stayed at 
home to help launch the Confederations 
Cup, which kicks off this month. Marcel 
Desailly was there to promote the event 
and got corralled into posing alongside 
the blonde beauty. Well, if you insist…

1 1 
“NEW HAIRCUT, CHRIS?” 
Barbados Bridgetown

It’s the sort of image that will give you 
nightmares: four Chris Smallings, all of 
them wearing revealing dresses.

Thankfully it was not the Manchester 
United stopper out on a mad weekend: 
Smalling’s fi ancée Sam Cooke and her 
pals decided to don some masks in his 
honour during her hen party out in the 
Caribbean. There’s apparently no truth 
in the rumours that Jose Mourinho felt 
the masks weren’t tough enough, and 
were symptomatic of a weak mentality 
within the mask-making industry.

1 2 
WIZARD 1 OCTOPUS 0
England Watford

Arsenal’s Lucas Perez had a bit of spare 
time on his hands while out injured for 
two months, so naturally there was only 
one solution to ease all of the boredom: 
impersonating a wizard for the day.

The Spaniard put on a gown and rode 
a broomstick as part of his Harry Potter 
studios tour – an experience almost as 
magical as spending time at his father’s 
mysterious octopus stall in Camden.S I X  O F  T H E  B E S T  F I X T U R E S

A R O U n D
T H E  W O R L D 
I n  1 2  S T O R I ES

› 
Scotland vs England June 10
The old rivals meet for a World Cup qualifi er at 
Hampden after England won 3-0 at Wembley › 

Mexico vs USA June 11
It’s a World Cup qualifying grudge match. Gate 
receipts will help pay for the wall, presumably › 

Fluminense vs Flamengo June 18
Rio de Janeiro’s fi erce rivals go head-to-head 
in the famous Fla-Flu derby in Brazil’s Serie A

STOP, THIEF! Eintracht Frankfurt assistant Robert 
Kovac was hailed as a hero for chasing the mugger 
of a pensioner and putting the thief in a headlock
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› 
New York Red Bulls vs NYCFC June 24
MLS presents the New York derby: Patrick Vieira’s 
City have won only one of fi ve meetings thus far › 

Under-21 Euro 2017 fi nal June 30
Will England be at the showpiece in Krakow? 
Not if Spain, Italy or, er, Macedonia stop them › 

Confederations Cup fi nal July 2
Germany and Portugal will start the tournament 
as favourites. Saint Petersburg is hosting the fi nal

ZABA YES, AGUERO NO Pablo Zabaleta, Carlos Tevez and 
Fabricio Coloccini are the only Argentines to be selected 
in a PFA Premier League Team of the Year. Unlucky, Sergio
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U P F R O n T NOT A FAN Ex-Marseille striker Andre-Pierre Gignac on 
transfer links: “I hate PSG, I’d rather die than sign with 
them – even if they offered me 10 times more money”

A Lionel Messi loo
so convincing, he brought a city to 
a standstill and nearly got nicked. 
Luckily, seasoned David Beckham 
doppelganger Andy Harmer is on 
hand to give some career advice

W e might as well close 
the betting for 2017 
Headline of the Year: 
‘Lionel Messi lookalike 

almost ends up in Iranian jail for being 
too convincing’ isn’t going to be topped, 
sorry. The story is ace, too: an ordinary 
bloke called Reza Parastesh – who just 
happens to be a human photocopy of 
the greatest footballer on the planet –
caused crowd issues on the streets of 
Hamadan as folks fl ocked towards him 
to get their selfi es with ‘Lionel’. 

Well, if there is one man who knows 
all about such mania, it’s Andy Harmer. 
He has earned a living as a startlingly 
good David Beckham impersonator (top 
right) over the past two decades, and 
is now running an agency for his fellow 
doppelgangers. “He’s getting exactly 
the kind of thing I had back in the day,” 
says Andy. “I’d get mobbed whenever 
I travelled to America and South Korea 
– it was just crazy. I even got a record 
deal in Japan off the back of it.”

And Andy has got some sage advice 
for the Iranian Lionel. “He’s doing really 

well because he’s gone viral, and he’s 
by far the best of the Messis that are 
out there at the moment. However, if 
he wants to turn it into a career, he 
needs to become an entertainer: try 
to learn how he speaks and moves, 
and get good at the keepy-uppies. 
I did a lot of freestyle football tricks 
and that got me lots more bookings. 
It’s better than just standing around. 

“I’m trying to get Reza to join my 
agency, actually, as we will be able 
to open some more doors for him.”

Meanwhile, 38-year-old Andy has 
recently hung up his Predators. “As 
David and I have got a bit older, I’ve 
stopped looking like him,” he admits. 
“Also, a big part of my work was kids’ 
parties and the little ones want Messi 
and Cristiano Ronaldo a lot more now 
– so I’m concentrating on the agency. 

“It’s going really well. We’re always 
very busy. Our popular lookalikes are 
The Queen, Ed Sheeran and Gordon 
Ramsay, plus Star Wars characters.” 

Andy also did The Chippendoubles 
on Britain’s Got Talent and has been 
commissioned to produce a second 
series of Channel Four programme 
The Lookalikes, in which he comes 
out of retirement to front a shoddy, 
knock-off David Beckham academy. 

“Episode two is football-themed,” 
says Andy. “All the kids want their 
money back from me, so we set up 
a challenge instead, and they play 
against a team of doubles including 
Bobby Charlton, George Best, Jamie 
Vardy and myself – it’s brilliant.” 

Reza, you know who to call...

SO WHEn 
IS  MY 
COVER 
SHOO ?”

““

A Lionel Messi lookalike in Iran is 
so convincing, he brought a city to 

SO WHEn
IS  MY 
COVER 
SHOOT?”
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It’s been a boring 
old month in Japan, 
apart from one of 
the country’s top 
clubs welcoming 
back former players 
and letting zombies 
ambush them. You 
know, the usual.

Kashima Antlers’ 
home ground was 
the venue for Robbie 
Keane’s late leveller 
against Germany at 
the 2002 World Cup. 
But that was bland 
compared to recent 
events, like allowing 
a bloodthirsty mob 
to maraud around 
the venue, hunting 
down fans and any
beloved ex-players.

This odd occasion 
was a collaboration 
between Kashima 
Antlers, local video 
game developers 
and haunted house 
producers, as part 
of an ‘escape room’ 
craze that’s popular 
in Japan right now.

Fans were invited 
along and told their 
task was to escape 
the zombies – and 
that they’d be joined 
by former Kashima 
players Koji Nakata 
and Yutaka Akita.

The prizes on offer? 
An autographed shirt 
as well as a football, 
which doesn’t seem 
much of a reward for 
outrunning hordes of 
the undead, frankly.

A n T L E R S 
O F  T H E 
D E A D

TOUGH LOVE The president of Tunisian club CS Sfaxien 
was banned for life after kissing, biting and pinching 
a linesman. “I was just trying to cheer him up,” he said

Plymouth may be on the move, but their man won’t win the Mascot Race

T ypical. You fi nally put family before football, 
booking a birthday cruise for your other half, 
and then your team is promoted while you’re 
away. Still, Lee Davies did make Plymouth’s 

post-season party – just. “I docked at Southampton, 
got home and changed,” the man inside Pilgrim Pete 
tells FFT the following day, “then went straight to 
Argyle for the parade around Plymouth.”

Davies has been dragging his patient partner 
around the country for 21 years now, 
but Pilgrim Pete always likes to keep 
things interesting. There was the 
hot-air balloon stunt for Plymouth’s 
2018 World Cup stadium bid, as well 
as numerous Mascot Race calamities 

(“Pete’s got a big hat, a big moustache and big boots, 
so never bet on me”), and he once even abseiled down 
a stand. That was actually a marine, mind, who had 
borrowed the costume for Armed Forces Day. Davies 
may be dedicated, but he’s not daft. 

“They also did unarmed combat,” he explains. “Four 
people attacked Pilgrim Pete, and he laid them all out. 
Everybody was asking me, ‘Were you doing that?’ and 

I’d reply, ‘Of course I was...’”
So, as a veteran club mascot, does the 

59-year-old have any advice to pass on? 
“The costumes are heavy and hot,” says 
Davies. “It sounds serious, but I’d like to 
see risk assessments done for mascots.”

‘Try not to abseil’ would be a good start.

Lines On My Face
Peter Frampton

Dave Has 
A Problem... 

Seriously
De La Soul

Lady Writer
Dire Straits

Slap
Ludacris

Malice In 
Blunderland
Figurehead

Empty Threat 
CHVRCHES 

Talked Myself 
Right Into It

Lynyrd Skynyrd

Fight The 
Losing Battle

Suicidal Tendencies

Never Been Down
Beenie Man 

Finally (It’s 
Happened To Me)

CeCe Peniston

It’s Grim Up North
The Justifi ed 

Ancients of Mu Mu

Next Year
Foo Fighters

P I L G R I M
P E T E

S H A L L  W E 
S I n G  A  S O n G 
F O R  Y O U ?

‘’ OVE OUR ITSY 
Y, TEENY WEENY, 

B LDY-HEADED 
WARREN FEENEY!’’

WARREN FEENEY’S 
ITSY BITSY TEENY WEENY 
YELLOW POLKA DOT BIKINI 
NORTHERN IRELAND (AND TIMMY 
MALLETT) FANS IN THE 2000S

DAVID MOYES’
MOnTH In MUSIC

G  A  S O n G 
F O R  Y O U ?

‘’WE LOVE OUR ITSY
BITSY, TEENY

BALD
WARREN FEENEY

MALLETT) G 
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G A M E S
T H A T
C H A n G E D
M Y  L I F E
B E n n I 
M C C A R T H Y

Ajax 5 Vitesse 0
August 19, 1997 Eredivisie

“As a young man from the gangster 
ghetto of Hanover Park in Cape Town, it 
was beyond my wildest dreams to play 
in Europe, so I came on with a burning 
desire to show everyone watching why 
Ajax had signed me. This game changed 
my life: at 19 I wasn’t meant to be part 
of the fi rst team, but they threw me in at 
the deep end and I was able to swim.”

South Africa 4 Namibia 1 
February 16, 1998 Africa Cup of Nations

“If we’d lost to Namibia we’d have been 
eliminated, but I had my scoring boots 
on. Even my team-mates didn’t expect 
me to get four goals in the opening 21 
minutes – I was carried off the fi eld! It 
was a career-defi ning moment for me. 
I became an icon of African football.”

Porto 2 Manchester United 1
February 25, 2004 Champions League 

“No one outside of Portugal knew what 
we were about, so beating Man United 
announced us to the world. They’d led 
through Quinton Fortune but I equalised 
with a diffi cult volley under pressure and 
then scored with a powerful header. It 
was a great night for Porto, and the fi rst 
time in Champions League history that 
two South Africans scored. I’m a United 
fan, though, so it was heartbreaking to 
score against them. I must have looked 
pretty glum: Jose Mourinho told me to 
cheer up or I’d never play for him again.” 

Blackburn 1 Arsenal 0
February 28, 2007 FA Cup Fifth Round 

“The 87th minute defi ned my career in 
England. I ran along the touchline, cut 
inside onto my trusty right foot, turned 
the defender inside-out and released 
a thunderbolt into the top corner. After 
the match, the manager [Mark Hughes] 
said that I brought world-class quality 
to the team, so I was on Cloud Nine.”

“AS A UNITED FAN, SCORING AGAINST THEM HURT. MOURINHO 
TOLD ME TO CHEER UP OR I WOULD NEVER PLAY FOR HIM AGAIN”
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FEISTY The Russian Cup fi nal ended with a brawl, four 
red cards and 64 arrests. “It was like a good wedding 
– not without a fi ght,” quipped Deputy PM Vitaly Mutko
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Look

Name

Refereeing 
style

Weirdest 
moment

Where is 
he now?

Biggest 
controversy

Scary offi ciating 
overlord from 
another, more 

competent 
plane

Preposterously 
rangy Danish 

offi cial with the 
longest neck in 
football history

Winking 
’80s TV 

‘funnyman’ 
Jasper 
Carrott

Spiky-haired 
sales exec who 
is proper up for 
Friday nights, 
yeah? Shots!

Your dad

PIERLUIGI 
COLLINA

KIM MILTON 
NIELSEN 

MIKE 
DEAN

MARK 
CLATTENBURG

GRAHAM 
POLL

The boss

Scandi noir. Icily 
indifferent and 
a massive fan 
of the ‘shush’ 
fi nger gesture

Carrott-esque: 
open, emotional 

and gurning, 
with a fondness 
for being noticed

Assertive; enjoys 
a fl ourish; would 
take mid-game 

selfi es if it 
was possible

Scuttling 
busybody 

and on-fi eld 
babbler with 
bit of an ego 

Sworn 
enemy

Scandal-hit 
Juve executive 
Luciano Moggi, 
who despised 

Collina for being 
too “objective”

England fans, 
who peppered 
him with hate 

mail addressed 
to “Referee, 
Denmark”

Gunners signing 
a petition after 
the Costa furore 

insisting he “never 
referees another 
Arsenal match” 

Craig Bellamy. 
Clatts asked a 
Man City staff 

member, “How’d 
you work with 
him all week?”

Neil Warnock. 
Poll told FFT he’d 

like to beat 
him up “in 

a back 
alley”

Appearing as 
a cartoon in the 
video for George 
Michael’s single 
Shoot The Dog

Wayne 
Rooney’s 
dismissal for 
clapping and 

“sarcastic play”

Celebrating as 
Spurs score past 
Aston Villa after 
his decision to 

play advantage

Getting a tattoo 
of the Champions 

League trophy 
he’d just won – 

sorry, reffed near

Leading a feud 
against other 
English refs 

as part of the 
‘Red Wine Club’

Working for 
the Danish 
Refereeing 

Federation and 
penning a ‘You 

Are The Ref’ blog

Still at large and 
dividing opinion

Offi ciating and 
trying to “raise 
standards” in 
Saudi Arabia 
after moving 

for megabucks

Prattling on 
about referees 
on TV and in 
the pages of 
the Daily Mail

The men in black don’t like being reminded of past 
misdeeds – so FFT made a cut-out-and-keep guide

Resigning after 
being told 

he couldn’t 
do an ad 
for Milan’s 
sponsors Opel

Dismissing David 
Beckham and 

disallowing a Sol 
Campbell goal 
vs Argentina at 
1998 World Cup

Failing to book 
Diego Costa in 
his afternoon 

of ultraviolence 
against Arsenal 

in 2015

The notorious 
triple-booking of 
Josip Simunic in 
Croatia’s 2006 

World Cup draw 
with Australia

T H E  F O O T B A L L  G R I D

Acting as FIFA 
Refs’ Committee 
Chairman, on top 
of his work as a 
fi nancial advisor

Leaving a game 
unaccompanied  

– a breach of 
protocol – so he 
could dash to an 
Ed Sheeran gig

Grimsby Town are 
renowned for their 
away-day exploits, 
and infl atables are 
always a favourite. 

But after one of the 
oddest court cases in 
English legal history, 
when a steward at 
Barnet sued after a 
tap on the head from 
a tiny shark, blow-ups 
were banned. Trevor 
Hewson, Grimsby fan, 
fought the fun police. 

“The ban was just 
comical,” he tells FFT, 
“so I got on Twitter 
and suggested taking 
something mad to 
the next game there 
– a tree, or an ironing 
board. We settled on 
a mariachi band and 
it’s spiralled. I got in 
too deep and realised 
that I had to do it.”

An online fundraiser 
secured in excess of 
£1,800, more than 
enough pesos to hire 
Beato Burrito for the 
fi xture at The Hive 
(the rest of it went to 
fund matchday travel 
for disabled Grimsby 
supporters). And after 
some “pretty strange 
phone calls” with the 
Bees, the group were 
allowed in to join the 
sombreroed Mariners.

“It’s put smiles on 
so many fans’ faces,” 
says Hewson. “And 
of course, ‘Sing when 
you’re fi shing’ is to 
the tune of a Mariachi 
song, Guantanamera. 
So that worked well.”

MARInERS’ 
MARIACHI 
MADnESS
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It’s been a weird 12 
months for India’s 
Aizawl FC. Relegated 
last season, they 
somehow ended up 
national champions 
this year, only to be 
told they were being 
relegated yet again.

They were second 
from bottom in the 
2015-16’s I-League 
and went down due 
to last-placed DSK 
Shivajians’ immunity 
as a ‘corporate entry’ 
(it’s an odd league). 
Aizawl got a reprieve, 
though, when three 
clubs withdrew from 
the division for the 
2016-17 campaign 
– and then surprised 
everyone by fi nishing 
top of the standings, 
despite their budget 
being dwarfed by 
those of traditional 
giants Mohun Bagan 
and East Bengal.

Aizawl’s reward? 
A place in the Asian 
Champions League 
– and relegation. The 
I-League is merging 
with the India Super 
League and so the 
minnows are not 
glamorous enough 
to make the grade, 
title or no title. But 
they have appealed 
against the decision.

“Imagine how silly 
it’d look if there is 
a second-division 
team playing in the 
Champions League,” 
said Aizawl owner 
Robert Royte. Fair.

R E L E G A T E D ,
CHAM P I On S ,
R E L E G A T E D

JUST... WHY? They know how to celebrate in Mexico: 
after fi nding the net, Lobos Prepa striker Ricardo Alves 
bizarrely decided to hurl himself into a fence, face fi rst

O n E  Q U E S T I O n  Q U I Z 
wHErE ’S  THE  BAL L ?

The classic football 
teaser is back. Can 
you identify the real 
location of the ball 
in these six photos?

1 2

3 4

5 6
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R A n D O M  C L U B  P R O F I L E

FA n
V S

P L A Y E R

B A Y E R n

Ingo Drewitz
Art director, 42

Rafi nha
Full-back, 31

W hen the businessman Cleophas ‘Toto’ 
Shimanyula decided to set up a new 
club in western Kenya back in 2010, 

he pondered over a name and came to the only 
sensible conclusion: what the world was missing 
was a team called Kakamega Homeboyz.

The Homeboyz are based in Kakamega just a few 
miles from both Lake Victoria and the Equator, and 
their club badge is a thing of wonder: two corn cobs 
framing a rock with a football precariously balanced 
on it. That rock is actually called the Crying Stone of 
Ilesi, which is a local tourist attraction, rather than 
something from an episode of Father Ted.

Kakamega share the Bukhungu Stadium with West 
Kenya Sugar and have enjoyed an eventful existence 

so far. They progressed to the Kenyan Premier League 
within three years, although Shimanyula then had to 
appeal for more sponsors so he could afford all of the 
win bonuses for the players, who he’d also employed 
in day jobs at his various businesses.

The club are in the top division again now but only 
after a strange period in which they were relegated, 
and then denied promotion in 2014 because a points 
deduction meant they fi nished behind Zoo Kericho 
and Shabana. So controversial was the punishment 
that the Football Kenya Federation chose to promote 
three teams, only for the Kenyan Premier League to 
scrap all promotions in what several online sources 
delicately describe as ‘a misunderstanding’. No doubt 
the Homeboyz had a right cob on.

KAKAMEGA 
HOMEBOYZ

“THE CLUB OWNER HAD TO APPEAL 
FOR EXTRA SPONSORS TO HELP PAY 
ALL OF THE PLAYERS’ WIN BONUSES”

Q: Which club did 
Bayern sign Arjen 

Robben from in 2009? 
ID: Real Madrid. ✓
R: Real Madrid. ✓

1-1

Q: Who scored Bayern’s 
opening goal in the 
2016-17 Champions 
League campaign? 

ID: Lewandowski scored 
it, at home to Rostov. ✓
R: I don’t know. It was 

against PSG or Rostov. ✗

2-1 Fan

Q: How many league 
games in succession did 
Bayern win at the start 
of the 2015-16 season? 
ID: I’m sure it was 11. ✗

R: I have no idea! ✗

2-1 Fan
(Correct answer: 10) 

Q: Who were the fi rst 
club to defeat Bayern 

in a European Cup fi nal? 
ID: It was Aston Villa: ’82 

European Cup fi nal. ✓
R: This is a very diffi cult 

question! Er... Porto? No – 
Manchester United! ✗

 
3-1

Fan wins

Meet the brilliantly-named Kenyan football club whose badge has two 
corn cobs either side of a football balancing on a pointy rock. Obviously

The Greatest 
Comeback: The Story 
of Bela Guttmann
David Bolchover
(BiteBack, £20)
●●●●●

Before taking Benfi ca 
to European Cup wins 
in 1961 and ’62, Bela 
Guttmann managed 
in Italy and Romania, 
where the post-war 
food famine meant 
he insisted on being 
paid in vegetables.

With Benfi ca, Bela 
signed a 19-year-old 
Eusebio after he had 
a chance encounter 
with an ex-Sao Paulo 
colleague while inside 
a barbershop, then –
only two years later 
– placed a 100-year 
‘curse’ on the Eagles 
after leaving due to 
a pay dispute. He’s 
also the blueprint for 
modern globetrotting 
coaches, saying “the 
third season is fatal”.

Yet Bela’s life was 
marred by tragedy. 
Guttmann hid in an 
attic near Budapest 
as fellow Jews were 
sent to concentration 
camps, where family 
members perished, 
and he later made 
his own escape from 
a slave labour camp.

A gifted storyteller, 
Bolchover combines 
footballing glory with 
the sheer horror of 
war-torn Europe to 
form a gripping tale.

REQUIRED 
READInG

NO DEAL Peterborough turned down a £250,000 bid from 
a fellow League One club for a player they don’t actually 
own yet – Ricky Miller offi cially joins from Dover on July 1
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A £5,000 Lego loan is 
keeping Brickstand 
founder Chris Smith 
locked away building 
your favourite football 
stadium – just don’t
let his missus fi nd out

It’s hard to believe, but spending 
every spare minute making Lego 
football stadiums doesn’t always 
lead to a happy home life.

“I started out on the kitchen table,” 
Chris Smith, the devoted brickitect in 
question, tells FFT. “But I got kicked off 
as my girlfriend was fed up of eating 
her dinner between them.”

Smith has now got a “little studio”, 
and with the brick/life balance back in 
order, things are building nicely for his 
company, Brickstand, with customers 
eager to own their favourite ground. 

“G OT  AnY  L EGO  P R AWn  S An D WIC HES?”
The career move kicked off in 2014 

when the Altrincham-based Crystal 
Palace fan saw some Lego US stadia 
on his travels, but struggled to track 
down any British equivalents.

“I just thought, ‘I’ll have a go myself 
then’,” he says. “So I approached the 
start-up loans offi ce, gained £5,000 to 
spend on Lego, and started accepting 
commissions from people.” Hang on, 
they loaned him £5,000? To buy Lego? 
“I was quite lucky because the bloke 
was a Blackpool fan, so he was really 
into the project straight away.”

A chance meeting the previous day 
helped swing it. Smith took some trial 
stadiums along to a street market in 
Altrincham – and who should wander 
past, then tweet about them, but BBC 
sports editor Dan Roan. Handy. “It gave 
it some validation,” says Smith.

Smith’s plan was to do all 92 league 
clubs. “I’ve done 40, but some multiple 
times,” he admits, owing to a few clubs 
being more popular. The models sell for 
£250-£300 and take “a couple of days, 
but often longer,” explains their creator, 
“if I’m waiting for special bricks.” Some 
iconic British grounds are already in the 
bag – like Hampden, Wembley and Villa 
Park – but maybe most impressive of all 
is Preston’s Deepdale with its distinctive 
seat murals. “I have to get those bricks 
specially printed,” Smith reveals. 

He is now starting to assemble quite 
the following across Europe, but travel 
carries risks. “I had a disaster trying to 
take one to Norway for TV: it completely 
fell to bits on the plane,” he says. “I had 
to rebuild it for live morning TV and was 
panicking, but did it just in time.”

Still, things can get a little hairy when 
he delivers them home as well.

“If the girlfriend gets back when I’m 
bringing one in, she’ll ask: ‘And where’s 
that going to go?’ I just scarper.”

Oh he’s bricking it, no doubt...

U P F R O n TLOVELY JUBBLY It was the match everyone was 
waiting for: Peckham faced autonomous African 
territory Somaliland in a friendly – and won 4-0
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Charting each of our guest editor’s goals (and victims) in a Barça shirt
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LEGANES
LAS PALMAS

CELTA VIGO

ALAVES

DEPORTIVO LA CORUNA

ATLETICO MADRID

G O A L S  P E R  S E A S O n

L E 0  MES S I :  5 0 0  nOT  OUT

Most goals in a single 
game (5): Champions 
League last 16 second 

leg – March 7, 2012

Most goals
vs an English 

club (6 games)
ATHLETIC BILBAO

CELTIC

MANCHESTER CITY

BORUSSIA 
MONCHENGLADBACH 

OSASUNA

GRANADA
ESPANYOL

MALAGA

BAYER
LEVERKUSEN

ARSENAL

AJAX

LEVANTE

APOEL NICOSIA

GETAFE

BAYERN MUNICH

ELCHECORDOBA

ALMERIA

MILAN
NUMANCIA

HERCULES

BENIDORM

FC COPENHAGEN

CEUTA

ATLANTE BASEL

GIMNASTIC

DYNAMO KIEVCULTURAL LEONESA

ESTUDIANTES

EIBAR

LYON

ALBACETE

MANCHESTER UNITED

BATE BORISOV

MALLORCA

8

17 16

38

47

04-05 05-06 06-07 07-08 08-09 09-10
1
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SPORTING LISBON

3

21

51

1

29

16

10

4

144

3

2

1

24

124

3

3

1 23

6

14

16

4

SEVILLA

VALENCIA

SPORTING GIJON

G O A L S  P E R  C O M P E T I T I O n

PSG

REAL BETIS

REAL MADRID

REAL SOCIEDAD

VILLARREAL

RIVER PLATE ROMA

RAYO VALLECANO

RANGERS

RECREATIVO HUELVA

REAL ZARAGOZA

TENERIFE

PORTO
PANATHINAIKOS

VIKTORIA PLZEN

SANTOS SHAKHTAR DONETSK

WERDER BREMEN

REAL VALLADOLID

SPARTAK MOSCOW

Club World Cup Copa del Rey
UEFA Super Cup Champions League
Spanish Super Cup La Liga

RACING SANTANDER

53
60

41
47*

41

58

73

16-1710-11 11-12 12-13 13-14 15-1614-15

STUTTGART
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L E S  ‘ W H E E L I E ’  F E R D I n A n D
Interview Nick Moore Illustration Bill McConkey

A S K  A  S I L LY  Q U E S T I O n

“I’D WANT INSPECTOR CLOUSEAU
TO INVESTIGATE MY MURDER –
THOUGH HE’D NEVER SOLVE IT”

Sir Les advises FFT on how to pop a wheelie and redecorate the lounge – though not at the same time

Hi Les. Can we start with a game of 
Rock, Paper, Scissors over the phone? 
Hi. Sure, why not? 
You just do one with your hand, and 
then we’ll tell you what we’ve got.
Go on then. I’m ready.
We’ve got paper. 
I’ve got scissors. Unlucky.
Gah! We thought you’d be a rock man. 
You’ve got to vary it. That’s the secret.
How do you feel about your victory? 
Delighted. I’ve had some great victories 
in my time, but this really tops the lot. 
Nice. You’re embarking on a charity 
cycle ride, so how’s your pedalling? 
Not bad. Since my retirement, I can’t 
do any running – my knees give me so 
much gip – so I’ve got quite into cycling. 
How long do you think it’d take you 
to complete the Tour de France, if 
Chris Froome needs three weeks?
The Tour would take me three months! 
Were you one of the kids who could 
ride for ages while doing a wheelie?
I was. My dad bought me a racer but 
I customised it: I got new handlebars, 
stripped it to bits and sprayed it silver. 
There was this kid called Andy on the 
estate where I grew up and he could 
do wheelies for days, so I would try to 
wheelie the length of the walkway. It 
was during the days of the BMX craze, 
so I was doing bunny hops – the lot. 
You share a birthday with England 
legend Sir Geoff Hurst and singer 
Sinead O’Connor. Which would you 
rather go on a barge holiday with?
I love Sir Geoff Hurst – he’s a great fella 
– but I’d go for Sinead all day long. I’m 
a big fan of hers. I think she’s brilliant.
Ever got plastered and attempted 
Nothing Compares 2 U on the karaoke?  
No, but I’ve had a go at Sexual Healing 
by Marvin Gaye. I think I sound amazing 
but the people around me disagree. 
Sir Geoff told FFT that in the event of 
his own murder, he’d want Sherlock 

Holmes on the case. Which fi ctional 
TV sleuth would probe your slaying?
Peter Sellers as Inspector Clouseau – 
at least there would be some comedy, 
though he’d never get to the bottom 
of who did it. But that doesn’t matter 
as I’m dead and buried now, aren’t I?
Let’s change topic. You can play the 
saxophone – why do pop tunes never 
feature a good sax solo any more?
Music is just electronic and synthesised 
these days, isn’t it? Nobody wants to 
learn a proper instrument... but I am 
keeping at it. For my 50th birthday last 
December, I got some lessons booked 
with a fantastic teacher. It’s a very hard 
instrument to play – there’s a lot going 
on – but I’m going to reacquaint myself 
with the sax. I’m looking forward to it. 
One fact that everyone knows, so we 
feel duty-bound to trot out, is that 
you worked as a painter-decorator. 
Any tips for livening up our lounge?
Just get someone else to do it, mate! 
I prefer to stand on the sidelines and 
tell them they’re doing it wrong. And 
if you can’t do that, then get a roller – 
that always made my life much easier.
They do get some strange colours 
in the decorating these days. Grape 
Jamboree. Xanadu. Masquerade.
They’ve gone mad. You don’t know 
what’s black and what’s white any 
more. It’s all ‘mocha’ or something. 
I’d get confused in a paint shop now.
Lastly, it’s been erroneously reported 
over the years that, as a youngster, 
you were involved in the trashing of 
the Blue Peter garden back in 1983... 
Yes it has, and I would like to confi rm 
once again that I wasn’t guilty!
…but if you knew you could get away 
with trashing anything, without any 
comeback, what would you ransack?
Oh, that’s a tricky one. The only place 
I don’t really like is the dentist, so I’ll go 
for that, maybe – although my dentist 
is lovely so I wouldn’t do that to them. 
Fair enough. Thanks for chatting!

Les takes part in Football to Amsterdam 
from June 9-11 for Prostate Cancer UK. 
To help Team QPR to reach the £15,000 
target, visit justgiving.com/teams/qpr

24 July 2017 FourFourTwo.com
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SCOUTING REPORT
Tom Davies
CLUB Everton
POSITION Midfi elder

MANAGER’S NOTES
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Davies has proved to be 
a versatile midfi elder who 
is especially effective when 
going forward. Some deft 
through-balls, bursts of 
mazy dribbling and rapid 
decision-making are all 
key parts of his repertoire. 
While his ball distribution 
and creativity are among 
the best assets, accuracy 
when playing long passes 
does require fi ne-tuning. 
He’s established himself 
as a key player ever since 
breaking into the Toffees’ 
senior line-up – starting 
in all but one of Everton’s 
games during 2017 – and 
his pair of Premier League 
goals include a cute chip 
in a man-of-the-match 
performance at home to 
Pep Guardiola’s Man City.

The teenager’s displayed 
maturity beyond his years 
since progressing through 
Everton’s youth ranks and 
he’s already shown signs 
of leadership potential. 
He’s captained England 
at youth levels up to and 
including the Under-19s, 
and led the U17 team at 
the 2015 World Cup. His 
ability to remain calm and 
composed under pressure 
allows him to respond at 
important moments. And 
he highlighted this quality 
when fi nding the back of 
the net against Leicester 
City in April with just 30 
seconds played, keeping 
focused to guide the ball 
over the line after referee 
Robert Madley had opted 
to play a quick advantage.

His agility ensures he can 
cover plenty of ground and 
dictate play going forward. 
Davies is under 6ft but his 
athleticism means he can 
compete with much taller 
players for crosses at both 
ends of the pitch. He has 
shown a willingness to get 
back and make some vital 
sliding challenges when his 
defence is under pressure, 
although there is room for 
improvement in his tackle 
success rate. Being slight 
of frame means he’s able 
to outpace opponents, but 
increasing body mass over 
time would reinforce the 
defensive aspects of his 
game and help Davies 
to consistently stand up 
to the physical demands 
of the Premier League.

Have you ever been on a round of golf and reached down into your bag for 
a nine iron, only to be startled by several googly-eyed shrimps staring back 
at you? If not, you’re clearly no fan of Southend United. Sammy The Shrimp 
golf head covers, designed to look like the League One club’s offi cial mascot, 
are available for £14. Shrimpers boss Phil Brown likes a spot of golf, so it’s 
surely just a matter of time before he is spotted in the middle of a fairway 
somewhere, wagging his fi nger at the decapods after a shoddy front nine.

Football has been 
subject to all kinds 
of odd interruptions 
over the years, but 
an angry mum on 
a school night might 
be a new one to us.

Derby City were 
taking on the Tartan 
Devils in a US Open 
Cup clash when the 
furious mum came 
marching onto the 
pitch to moan that 
the rowdy fans were 
keeping her children 
up by singing and 
banging on drums.

“There are houses 
at the one end of the 
fi eld and she must 
live in one of them,” 
Derrick Mills, a fan at 
the match, tells FFT.

“We have had kids 
try to come onto the 
pitch in the past, but 
never an adult,” adds 
Eric Major, a member 
with the supporters’ 
group at Derby City. 

So what happened 
once the infuriated 
woman was fi nally 
escorted away and 
the game resumed? 
“Once we had been 
given the all-clear to 
continue, it was the 
loudest chanting and 
yelling that everyone 
could muster,” says 
Major, with a smirk.

So what’s next for 
Derby City’s unhappy 
neighbour? Well with 
any luck, plenty more 
lunchtime kick-offs.

“O I ,  KEEP 
THE  nO ISE 

DOWn!”

U P F R O n T
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“BEATING BRAZIL 7-1 WAS SURREAL –
I SAW LOTS OF PEOPLE IN THE STANDS

CRYING. WE’D WON A BIG GAME BUT 
I DIDN’T FEEL LIKE CELEBRATING” 

28 July 2017 FourFourTwo.com

The German legend tells FFT all 
about Jose Mourinho, World Cup 
glory and life with Chicago Fire

How would winning the MLS Cup at Chicago Fire 
compare to the other successes in your career?
Talking about winning the MLS Cup is one thing, but 
doing it won’t be so easy. Chicago Fire weren’t that 
successful in the previous two seasons, so we have 
to improve step by step. There’s a new philosophy; 
now we have to transfer it onto the pitch. You can 
see progress already – it’ll take some time, though.

How did it feel to score on your Chicago debut?
It was a tremendous feeling. I only wish that we 
had won [Fire drew 2-2 with Montreal]. I’m very 
happy here – the fans gave me a great reception.

You took your wife [former world tennis No.1 
Ana Ivanovic] to see the Chicago Bulls in your 
fi rst week. Were you a Bulls fan growing up?
I was, yes. My dad rooted for them, too. Basketball 
isn’t big in Germany but we have some pretty good 
players in the NBA: Dennis Schroder, Dirk Nowitzki...

And Nowitzki recorded a welcome video for you.
Yeah, I saw it! He’s such a nice guy – we’ve known 
each other for many years. Everybody in Germany 
is proud of Dirk. He’s done great things in America. 

How did your move to Chicago Fire come about?
It took a while and I had to be patient, but it was 
worth it. I talked with [general manager] Nelson 
Rodriguez and [head coach] Veljko Paunovic, and 
was impressed by their vision for the club and how 
much they know about soccer. I knew I wanted to 
work with these guys, so I pushed for the transfer.

Bringing home the bronze
Aged 21, scores three goals from 
outside the box as Germany beat 
Portugal in the 2006 World Cup’s 
third-place play-off, though one 
goes down as a Petit own goal.

Making amends at Wembley
Wins the 2013 Champions League 
Final against Borussia Dortmund, 
a year after missing the decisive 
kick in Bayern’s shootout defeat 
to Chelsea at their own stadium.

King of the world
Leads from the front as Germany 
beat Argentina to win the 2014 
World Cup Final, despite getting 
a cut under his eye and barely 
being able to stand by the end.

CAREER 
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As the 2001-02 Premier League season neared 
its fi nal straight, Arsenal headed to Aston Villa 
in mid-March needing a win to keep pace with 
Manchester United. The north Londoners soon 
went ahead at Villa Park through Edu but the 
lead was under threat until R i  
intervened on the hour mark.

Pires had initially struggled to d  
to the physical demands of the  
after arriving from Marseille in  
But after a season of acclimati  
to roughhouse tactics, the Fren h 
playmaker had started to spot 
defenders’ fl ying studs as if he 
was Neo deciphering the Matri  
code – as the Villans discovered.

“It’s one of the best goals tha  
I scored for Arsenal,” Pires expl  
to FFT. “I’d received a long ball f  
Freddie Ljungberg, and my fi rst  
gave me a very good feeling.”

Ljungberg’s searching diagon l h h  
muddy Villa Park surface and b  

awkwardly, forcing the Frenchman to slam on the 
brakes as George Boateng came hurtling in. Then, 
in a moment of brilliant inspiration, Arsenal’s No.7 
fl icked the ball over the Dutchman’s head to put 
him one-on-one with Peter Schmeichel. 

W xt touch, Pires nonchalantly lifted 
t the imposing 6ft 3in goalkeeper – 
 anding barely fi ve yards off his line 

 to the back of Villa’s net.
“ e I had put the ball past Boateng, 

 ld myself that I had a good chance 
f coring,” Pires remembers. “It was 

urprise for Schmeichel as he didn’t 
pect me to send the ball over him. 

“ an straight over to the Arsenal fans 
l brate a special moment. I scored 

 l f mportant goals in my career, but 
 f echnique this one was the best.”

E h ugh his campaign was cut short 
 b b d knee injury six days after scoring 
a i ill , Pires went on to be named FWA 

F b ll f the Year as the Gunners sealed 
a i gue and FA Cup Double.

Robert Pires
vs Aston Villa, Premier League, 2002

G R E A T
G O A L S
R E T O L D
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SLOW START Fifth-placed Exeter spent 59 days 
of the League Two season in the relegation zone 
– 44 more than Hartlepool, who suffered the drop

U P F R O n T

Jose Mourinho said you could have 
played a few games for Manchester 
United before the season’s end. Did 
you want to move to play regularly?
We had a few honest conversations. 
I told him what I wanted, he let me 
go, and I appreciate that. Now I can 
move on and focus on my MLS career.

How will you look back on your time 
at Manchester United? Any regrets?
The most important memory for me 
is winning the FA Cup. We’d started 
the league season very well, playing 
good football under Louis van Gaal, 
but in the end the injuries caught up 
with us. There were a lot of positives: 
I loved the fans and they showed me 
tremendous support when I returned 
after my injury. I would have loved to 
have helped the team more, but that 
was not the case and I had to move 
on. I wish them all the best, though.

Which moments stand out for you 
personally over your whole career?
The best moments were always with 
the national team. Nothing gave me 
more joy than making everybody in 
Germany happy. Of course, winning 
the World Cup was the best feeling 
ever, but also, when we played for 
third place against Portugal in 2006, 
the support we got in Stuttgart was 
unbelievable. It is great to win the 
Champions League title and many 
other trophies, but I always wanted 
to make German people proud fi rst.

What are your overriding memories 
of the 7-1 thrashing of Brazil in the 
crazy 2014 World Cup semi-fi nal?
It was such a weird experience. I was 
actually a little bit sad, as I saw lots of 
people in the stadium crying and the 
tortured faces of the Brazilian players. 
I felt for them, as it wasn’t nice to see 
them like that, particularly my Bayern 
team-mates. So it was kind of surreal: 
we’d won a big game, but I didn’t feel 
like celebrating – I could feel the pain 
in the air. Later, when we were driving 
to the fi nal against Argentina, Brazil 
fans came onto the streets to show 
their support. That was pretty special. 
They were rooting for us, and we won.

Chicago’s called the Windy City. Is it 
that windy? Windier than England?
Well, I was in Manchester for a couple 
of years and that’s a really windy city, 
to be quite honest. Plus it rained a lot. 
But I don’t mind that. I grew up in the 
mountains, where it’s often very, very 
cold. I’m really enjoying Chicago. It’s 
a big city and people are very friendly.
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went ahead at Villa Park through Edu, but the 
lead was under threat until Robert Pires 
intervened on the hour mark.

Pires had initially struggled to adapt 
to the physical demands of the league 
after arriving from Marseille in 2000. 
But after a season of acclimatising 
to roughhouse tactics, the French 

was Neo deciphering the Matrix 
code – as the Villans discovered.

“It’s one of the best goals that 
I scored for Arsenal,” Pires explains 

. “I’d received a long ball from 
Freddie Ljungberg, and my fi rst touch 

Ljungberg’s searching diagonal hit the 
muddy Villa Park surface and bounced up 

him one-on-one with Peter Schmeichel. 
With his next touch, Pires nonchalantly lifted 

the ball over the imposing 6ft 3in goalkeeper – 
 who was standing barely fi ve yards off his line 

    – and into the back of Villa’s net.
“Once I had put the ball past Boateng, 

  I told myself that I had a good chance 
  of scoring,” Pires remembers. “It was 
 a surprise for Schmeichel as he didn’t 
  expect me to send the ball over him. 
“I ran straight over to the Arsenal fans 

  to celebrate a special moment. I scored 
   a lot of important goals in my career, but 

    for pure technique this one was the best.”
Even though his campaign was cut short 

   by a bad knee injury six days after scoring 
against Villa, Pires went on to be named FWA 

Footballer of the Year as the Gunners sealed 
a Premier League and FA Cup Double.
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is the fi rst step in most transfers now; a human 
scout will only go to watch a specifi c player if 
the numbers say it is worthwhile.

Once the player’s signed and started training, 
every step they take, every pass they make will 
be reduced to a mark on a spreadsheet. In most 
cases, the role to which they are assigned in the 
team, the way they are asked to play, the runs 
they are told to make and the positions from 
which they shoot will all have been infl uenced 
by what the numbers tell them.

Some clubs are more advanced and more 
reliant than others. Liverpool’s sporting director, 
Michael Edwards, has an analytics background. 
Arsenal purchased its own company, StatDNA, 
several years ago to provide bespoke data – 
Jaeson Rosenfeld, its chief executive, has 
became one of Wenger’s closest confi dants 
in the past couple of years. Manchester City 
have got an entire team of data scouts, and 
so do newly promoted Brighton.

But examining data is a part of the process – for both recruitment 
and training – at pretty much every club you’d care to mention. It can 
often seem from the outside as though a war is raging within football, 
between those who welcome this invasion of bespectacled men with 
laptops trawling through spreadsheets in their air-conditioned offi ces, 
adding to the sum of our wisdom on the game that we love and helping 
us to understand it in a deeper, more nuanced way, and those who 

believe that doing so endangers the sport’s soul.
To many, after all, football is a sport not of cold calculation but of passion and 

energy: it is too fl uid, too complex and too emotional to be mapped out in graphs 
and pie charts. Trying to reduce football to mere mathematics is to rob it of its 
romance and its randomness. Such science, they would say, has no place in art.

Whether that is true or not – and that is, at root, a matter of personal taste – 
the battle has been won by analytics. Knowledge may or may not be beauty, but 
it is power, and clubs have been quick to realise it. Even Wenger, that oldest of 
dogs, could see which way the wind was blowing.

There has been an arms race throughout Europe’s clubs to be at the forefront of 
this revolution; to be the team not just with the best manager or the best players, 
but with the best analysts, looking at the best data in the best way. This is football’s 
new frontier – and there is no turning back now.

That does not mean that the use of data will strip football of the variety that is 
its lifeblood. It does not mean that the teams using analytics most slavishly will 
automatically be the most successful. That is because ultimately, what matters 
most, even in this brave new world, are the people.

It is not enough simply to have an analyst: it has to be the right analyst. It is not 
enough simply to collate numbers: they have to be the right numbers – the ones 
that mean something. And it is not enough simply to pore through them: they must 
be interpreted in the right way and in the right context.

There was once a perception that analytics offered a shortcut to success. Teams 
with an analytical bent were referred to as ‘Moneyball’ clubs, after the Michael Lewis 
book detailing the remarkable ascent of the Oakland A’s in Major League Baseball.
Simply using numbers was advertised as a magic formula.

It doesn’t work like that. Football, on the pitch and off it, rewards only excellence. 
That is true of the players, of the managers and of the people away from all of the 
limelight, seeking a signal in the noise. Football data is here to stay – but it will grant 
success only to those who know exactly what they’re looking for.

Rory Smith is a FourFourTwo 
columnist and chief football 
correspondent at the New York 
Times. He asks if football has 
really been taken over by data

W
hen even Arsene Wenger is using the jargon, you can safely assume 
that the battle is won.

A couple of years ago, the Arsenal supremo was being asked about 
his decision to move Aaron Ramsey into a more central role. Had the 
Welshman fi nally managed to persuade his manager that he deserved 

a go in his preferred position? Or was it, perhaps, enforced by injury? (At Arsenal, 
then as now, many things are enforced by injury).

No, Wenger said, it was all to do with his Expected Goals. Ramsey had a better 
Expected Goals value when he played centrally than he did when deployed on the 
right. He didn’t use the phrase with great fanfare; he slipped it into conversation 
naturally, subtly, as though he had been talking about Expected Goals all his life.

Only the slight, wry smile at the end – the smile of a man who thinks he knows 
something that his audience does not; a man who can see into the future while 
everyone else stares blankly at the past – betrayed him. The Frenchman was quite 
pleased with himself. He was at the cutting edge once again.

Over the last decade, football has undergone a transformation. Data – analytics, 
numbers, whatever you want to call it – is now central to everything most clubs do.

When your team is deciding which players to sign this summer, the chances are 
they will fi rst have been spotted because of their performance data. That, generally, 

TO MANY, FOOTBALL ISN’T ABOUT
COLD CALCULATION, BUT PASSION
AND ENERGY: IT IS TOO FLUID TO
BE MAPPED OUT IN PIE CHARTS

A n a LY T I C S

NO NEED TO WARM UP Sapucaiense’s Marlon Natanael 
was arrested while on the bench during a match in Brazil. 
He was wanted over alleged kidnapping, which he denies

To read more of Rory’s thoughts on football, visit nytimes.com/soccer
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LAST MONTH’S SPINE LINE: “It’d be easy to Google it but I didn’t use the internet – ‘Robert Underdunk Terwilliger Jr’ is the full name of Sideshow Bob, a dead ringer 
for David Luiz, featured in the magazine,” says Jim Mason, via email. Correct, Jim: you’ve won a pair of Trusox. Entering Spine Line via Twitter? Include #FFTSpineLine

GENTILE WOULD SEE RED
After reading your piece on Neymar [FFT 
276], highlighting his recent one-man 
show against PSG, I continued with the 
‘Hogging The Headlines’ feature at the 
bottom of the page. I was particularly 
interested that Claudio ‘Anything But’ 
Gentile featured on the list of one-man 
game-changers, based entirely on his 
fouling Diego Maradona no fewer than 
23 times in the second round of the 
World Cup in 1982. In today’s game, 
Gentile would have seen red at least six 
to eight times for the same number of 
offences due to the persistent fouling – 
particularly 23 – being levelled at one 
of the world’s best players, such as on 
Neymar at the World Cup, where the 
refs are even less tolerant than usual.
Richard Bagley, via email

EDUCATION, EDUCATION...
As an aspiring footballer and a current 
A-level student, I’ve witnessed many 
team-mates forsake their education 

in the pursuit of stardom. Aside from 
putting all of their eggs in one basket, 
these players will likely reach adulthood 
with no professional contract and no 
backup plan. With a number of Premier 
League footballers suffering fi nancial 
problems after retiring, making higher 
education mandatory for every player 
under 21 is a must. Gone should be the 
days of a player with only fi ve GCSEs. 
The game now demands a new type 
of player – the educated footballer.
Lucas Petropoulos, via email

THE KIDS ARE ALL RIGHT
There’s a big problem with the Premier 
League: the lack of homegrown talent. 
Although there are some extremely 
gifted examples, there’s a trend of 
managers not having enough faith in 
them. Players such as Ben Woodburn, 
Ademola Lookman and Reece Oxford 
have shown their talent when it counts 
– it’s time to give youngsters a chance.
Ben Grace, Birmingham

FourFourTwoUK

FourFourTwo

442letters@haymarket.com

✱ STAR 
LETTER

SIGN UP DOLBERG  
Your Kasper Dolberg 
interview [FFT 276] really 
stood out to me. He isn’t 
a big name compared to, 
say, Dele Alli, but he has 
shown he is an exciting 
prospect for the future 
of football. I’d love to see 
him in the Premier League 
next season – possibly at 
Spurs, where I believe he 
would have real chemistry 
with Christian Eriksen on 
the pitch. In a couple of 
seasons he may be at the 
level of Paulo Dybala or 
Alvaro Morata: a pacy 
striker who gets the job 
done in front of goal.
Jake Mcwilliam, via email

T W E E T S
@DavidMeyler7
Finally fi nished the Lego Mini 
Cooper. It takes patience to 
complete them, I’ve spent the 
best part of fi ve hours doing it

@richardosman
May v Corbyn is like the year 
Cardiff and Portsmouth got 
to the FA Cup fi nal

@sfcswh
Latest FourFourTwo is very 
good: brilliant spread on 
Gabbiadini and how he’s 
taken to life in England

@gavoleeds
On route to Wigan – Garry 
Garry Monk, Garry Garry Monk! 

@GaryLineker
Lost a tooth at White Hart Lane 
once. If it turns up hopefully 
someone will let me know

@the_itch1980
There’s a football team 
called Eyüpspor, from the 
Eyüp district of Istanbul. 
Eyüp borders Nöwthen, 
Howüdoinğ and Alriğhtpal

W H A T ’ S
O n  Y O U R
M I n D  T H I S
M O n T H GOOD ON KERR

It was really great to see 
Shelley Kerr featured in 
FFT 275 – if a woman’s 
got talent, why can’t she 
be in the men’s game?
Fraser Matheson

WRONG PUNISHMENT
Man City and Liverpool’s 
ban from signing English 
youngsters isn’t good for 
England – won’t they just 
recruit overseas players?
Stephen Baker

FA CUP GOING STRONG
It’s wrong to say that the 
magic of the FA Cup is 
dying. We’ve seen great 
matches this year, with 
Lincoln in the quarters.
Kit Parsons

ALL HAIL THE EXILES
Hartlepool – and Jeff 
Stelling – dominated the 
headlines, but Newport’s 
survival in the Football 
League was miraculous.
Andy Jones

TIME TO GO, TIM
Sherwood’s experiment 
with Swindon has been 
stupid and completely 
undermined the former 
manager Luke Williams.
Sarah Wilson

@ F O U R F O U R TW O

WIN Adidas Copa 17.1 FG boots for 
Star Letter and Trusox for Spine Line,
both courtesy of
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P L AY E RP L AY E RP L AY E R
Interview Andy Mitten Photography Shamil Tanna Lettering Ruth Rowland

From being ‘a little nervous’ about his Barça debut, to the ‘beautiful memory’ of bagging Olympic gold with 
good pal Sergio Aguero and a ‘perfect night’ scoring his 500th goal to win El Clasico against Real Madrid, the 

new gaffer talks us through the most iconic moments of a stellar career – and then puts us back to work!
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A R G E N T I N A  2 - 1  B O S N I A  &  H E R Z E G O V I N A
W O R L D  C U P,  G R O U P  S TA G E
W O R L D  C U P,  G R O U P  S TA G E
W O R L D  C U P
June 15, 2014I’d had to wait eight years for my second World Cup goal. We wanted to have a great 

We wanted to have a great 

tournament and started off with a win against Bosnia, and I scored our second goal.

ment and started off with a win against Bosnia, and I scored our second goal.

It all happened very quickly. I picked the ball up near the halfway line and tried to 

It all happened very quickly. I picked the ball up near the halfway line and tried to 

burst towards their penalty area. I played a one-two with Gonzalo Higuain and then 

burst towards their penalty area. I played a one-two with Gonzalo Higuain and then 

shot from the edge of the box. Luckily it all came off. 

We’d performed brilliantly in qualifying and sealed our place in Brazil with a couple of 

We’d performed brilliantly in qualifying and sealed our place in Brazil with a couple of 

games to spare, then demonstrated that we were a great team by reaching the fi nal. 

games to spare, then demonstrated that we were a great team by reaching the fi nal. 

We didn’t quite manage to win the tournament, but we’d done everything we could.

We didn’t quite manage to win the tournament, but we’d done everything we could.

The World Cup is very important for all of the people in Argentina and it would be 

The World Cup is very important for all of the people in Argentina and it would be 

a dream to win it with the national team one day. 
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E S PA N Y O L  0 - 1  B A R C E L O N A
L A  L I G A
October 16, 2004
Here I am coming on as a substitute for Deco against our local rivals 
Espanyol back in 2004. I was defi nitely a little nervous as I was about 
to come onto the fi eld for my debut. It was a very important moment 
for me, something I’d desperately wanted for a long time, and I was 
maybe a bit impatient!

I already had the confi dence from working with the coach, Frank 
Rijkaard, and all of the players. I’d been training with the staff and 
the team. That helped me to settle into the fi rst team a little easier. 

It was a very special day for me – it was the dream I had always 
been hoping would eventually come true, although it feels like such 
a long time ago now.

B A R C E L O N A  7 - 1  B AY E R  L E V E R K U S E N
C H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E ,  L A S T  1 6
March 7, 2012
What an incredible night! I’m not sure I could ever 
rank my goals over one another – I honestly don’t 
believe that any strike was prettier than the other. 

I was just delighted to get fi ve and, more importantly, 
that the team won so convincingly. I didn’t realise at 
the time that I was the fi rst player to score fi ve goals 
in a Champions League game. I just thought we had 
played very well as a team and was happy about that. 
Honestly, I prefer it when the team wins – it’s a team 
game and without the team I couldn’t do anything.
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B A R C E L O N A  5 - 1  S E V I L L A
L A  L I G A
November 22, 2014
It’s an amazing feeling to be the highest ever scorer 
in La Liga, a league with so many spectacular players 
in its history and players who have achieved so much. 
It’s a great accomplishment for me.

I didn’t have any kind of celebration planned for it 
– and I never think about what will happen after I’ve 
scored a goal. It’s best that the celebrations all come 
naturally, like the play on the fi eld. 

B A R C E L O N A  3 - 0  B AY E R N  M U N I C H 
C H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E ,  S E M I - F I N A L
May 6, 2015
As I approached [Jerome] Boateng, all I was thinking 
about was just trying to get past him to get close to 
the goal – no different to any other time, during any 
other match, that I’ve had the ball and an opponent 
has been in front of me. 

I was really happy to score in such an important 
game, one that helped to put us through to another 
Champions League fi nal. 

But it was only really when the comments started 
on social media that I realised how well we’d played. 
I read a lot of the comments and watched the videos.  

We have a spectacular coach in Luis Enrique and 
he helped us to win a very complicated match. We 
really got in the mood for that game and played at 
our best level, yet we were all still tranquil and calm.



N I G E R I A  0 - 1  A R G E N T I N A

O LY M P I C S ,  F I N A L

August 23, 2008

I have had a great friendship with Sergio 

Aguero for a long time. We used to spend 

lots of time together when we were young, 

particularly when we were both with the 

national team, playing FIFA.

To be truthful, the trip to Beijing is one of 

the most beautiful memories in my career. 

The Olympics are very important, not only 

for the opportunity to win a medal for your 

country, but also the experience of being 

able to take part in an amazing glob l  

and live in the Olympic village with hl  

from so many different sports.

It was incredible – a complete t
 

for us. Yes, we won the semi-fi na   
 

Brazil – a great team who were l  l  

well – but we also overcame th  h l d  

and Nigeria. Both were very ha d 
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We were very confi dent tha  
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Beijing and we were able t  d  i
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able to take part in an amazing global event 

and live in the Olympic village with athletes 

It was incredible – a complete tournament 

for us. Yes, we won the semi-fi nal 3-0 against 

Brazil – a great team who were also playing 

well – but we also overcame the Netherlands 

and Nigeria. Both were very hard games and 

we had to be at our best to win. 

We were very confi dent that we could claim 

the gold medal. Look at the team we had and 

the unity among the players. We thought 

from the start that we could win in 

Beijing and we were able to do it.

M E S S I

B A R C E L O N A  2 - 0  A L B A C E T E
L A  L I G A
May 1, 2005
My fi rst Barça goal! I was still at the stage where I was 
just enjoying playing at the Camp Nou and being able 
to play in the fi rst team with fantastic players. I wasn’t 
really thinking about scoring goals, but I knew if there 
was a chance for me to score, I wouldn’t be nervous. 

Everything happened so fast. Ronaldinho fl icked the 
ball over the defence and I chipped it over the keeper. 
It was a really nice moment, especially as the players 
– my new team-mates – came to celebrate it with me. 
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B A R C E L O N A  5 - 2  G E TA F E
C O PA  D E L  R E Y,  S E M I - F I N A L
April 18, 2007
When I walk out onto the pitch, I’m not really thinking 
about the consequences of the match or what might 
or might not happen – in football, everything should 
just happen naturally. 

For this goal against Getafe, I picked the ball up near 
the halfway line and found a lot of space between the 
defenders. When I received possession, I didn’t think 
of scoring. I just wanted the open spaces to continue 
appearing as I moved towards the penalty area. I kept 
fi nding them as I kept advancing, and I didn’t start 
thinking I might score until I actually took the shot. 

I’ve always measured my goals by the importance 
of them, not for the beauty. This was a very good goal 
but I have scored many others that have been more 
important to my teams.  

A R G E N T I N A  6 - 0  S E R B I A  &  M O N T E N E G R O
W O R L D  C U P,  G R O U P  S TA G E
June 16, 2006
Although this was my fi rst appearance at a World Cup, 
I had played in many friendly games with the national 
team before – so in that sense there was no problem 
for me. I wasn’t nervous, I was excited to get out on 
the fi eld and enjoy playing in the World Cup.  

It was a beautiful day due to the signifi cance of the 
occasion – it was the World Cup and it was Argentina’s 
second match of the tournament. I was on the bench 
for the fi rst game against Ivory Coast, but came on for 
the last 15 minutes against Serbia & Montenegro and 
scored our sixth goal of the game. Beautiful.

M E S S I



 J l 7 41FourFourTwo.com July 2017 41

J U V E N T U S  1 - 3  B A R C E L O N AC H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E ,  F I N A L
June 6, 2015
Lifting up the Champions League trophy is an incredible feeling – becoming a champion is always a moment of happiness and joy. Yet in those moments, you don’t appreciate the magnitude of what you have just achieved. Even in Berlin, we didn’t realise the signifi cance of what we’d done in winning the Treble.It’s particularly special because it’s such a diffi cult task to win against the very best teams. It’s such a tough competition – you can be playing well, but then in one game you are suddenly outof the Champions League, like we were this season.

B A R C E L O N A  3 - 3  R E A L  M A D R I D
L A  L I G A
March 10, 2007
It’s a beautiful feeling to get three goals 
against Real Madrid – it’s always a fi xture 
everybody in the world watches, and this 
was the fi rst time I’d achieved it. To score 
a hat-trick was incredible and it was even 
more special because it came in a Clasico.

M E S S I
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R E A L  M A D R I D  2 - 3  B A R C E L O N A
L A  L I G A
April 23, 2017
It was a perfect night, one where everything went 
right, where I got everything that I wanted. 
I scored two great goals against Real 
Madrid inside the Bernabeu, with the 
second coming in the last minute 
to win us the game. And then 

you have the fact it was 
my 500th goal for 

Barcelona, too! 

I couldn’t have asked for anything more. If I had not 
scored in that moment, we would have said goodbye 
to the league title there and then. It was a goal that 
gave us the drive to carry on fi ghting to try to win the 
league. We deserved to win this match and it was an 
emotional moment for all Barcelonistas.

When I saw Jordi Alba get the ball out wide, I knew 
where I needed to go as it was a movement that 

we practise. We know each other’s games 
so well and it wasn’t the fi rst time 

we had done this. When 
Jordi gets in the 
fi nal third of the 
fi eld, I’ll always 

look to drop back 
near the edge of the 

penalty area, to collect 
the ball and fi nish – and 

that’s exactly what we did 
here. Luis Enrique was really 

complimentary after the game, 
saying that I was ‘the best player 

in history’, but I should say it was his 
arrival that motivated us all to compete 

again. We were down as a group but when 
he arrived at the Camp Nou he immediately 

lifted us to train and play at our best – he gave 
us all the will to be a great team again.
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B A R C E L O N A  2 - 0  M A N  U T DC H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E ,  F I N A LMay 27, 2009It was hard to imagine that I was going to score with my head with [Rio] Ferdinand standing near me, but I didn’t really have a marker – the ball came into the centre and I was there to meet it.In the moments that the ball was 
in the air from Xavi’s cross, I pictured 
scoring this goal and I thank God it 
happened. It was such an important 
goal in every sense: for the team, for 
the way the fi nal was turning in our 
favour and for me, too. It’s still one 
of my favourite goals. After missing the 2006 fi nal through 

injury, it was very special for me just 
to play in this game, let alone score in 
it. It completed a great season when 
we won everything.

R E A L  M A D R I D  2 - 6  B A R C E L O N A
L A  L I G A
May 2, 2009
This celebration was after our fi fth goal of the game – 
my second. It was a particularly special night, given 
the way we won in the Bernabeu. 

I’d played in a new position – the ‘false nine’. It was 
a plan that Pep Guardiola had come up with especially 
for this match in order for us to be our most effective. 
We’d spoken about it a lot before, so both of us were 
very satisfi ed with how it worked.  

Those big matches can go either way, and I’ve been 
in games where we’ve conceded four goals to Real and 
others where we have scored six. 

It was a fantastic performance from the whole team. 
I’m not sure whether it was the best, but it’s certainly 
a match that we will always remember and cherish.

N E W  S E A S O N ,  N E W  B O O T S
I wore my new Nemeziz boots for 
the fi rst time in the Copa del Rey 
Final on May 27. I’ll be looking to 
score a few more goals with them 
next season and create some new 
memories to go alongside all of 
the moments here. They are now 
available to buy from adidas.com 
and adidas retail stores everywhere.

M E S S I



G O A L  C L U B

W E L C O M E  T O  T H E

Words Paul Simpson, Uli Hesse, Marcus Alves

When Lionel Messi scored in the 92nd minute of April’s Bernabeu Clasico, he not 
only won Barcelona the game – he also joined an exclusive band of players 

who have scored 500 times for one club. And he’s in good company…
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a fl ying start, either: he’d always had a reputation 
as a slow starter and that was no different in 1971. 
The deceptively chubby striker had only one goal to 
his name after the fi rst fi ve matches, and even after 
10 games he’d scored only four. 

In fact, when the winter break began, there were 
no signs that this would shape up to be an historic 
season. Bayern were sitting in second place, three 
points behind Schalke, while Muller’s mind seemed 
to be on many things but not the game on the pitch. 
For months, he had been toying with a move abroad, 
although his contract ran to 1973. He told reporters 
he was sorry that Italy still hadn’t lifted the ban on 
foreigners, because he wanted to go and play “for 
Milan or Inter”, and in January 1972 he stated that 
there was “an 80 per cent chance I’ll leave Bayern 
Munich at the end of the season”.

Things got so bad that national team boss Helmut 
Schön, fearing for the striker’s form going into that 
summer’s European Championship, asked Muller to 
stop the rumour mill. Yet Muller seemed to thrive on 
the chaos surrounding him. In February he bagged 
fi ve goals against Oberhausen, then calmly travelled 
to Rotterdam to negotiate with Feyenoord. Maybe it 
was all a ploy. Maybe he did all that to squeeze the 
kind of wages out of his club that Franz Beckenbauer 
was supposedly on. If that was his plan, it worked. 
In late March, Muller penned a more lucrative deal 
at Bayern. Then he scored six goals in three games 
to take his tally to 40 with another two matches left. 

Amazingly, Muller misfi red in the fi nal two games. 
When Bayern beat Schalke 5-1 to secure the title, fi ve 
different Bayern players scored, but not the man who 
scored more often than anyone else. 

Much fanfare followed Bayern Munich striker Robert 
Lewandowski winning the Bundesliga Golden Boot in 
2015-16 with 30 goals, a tally nobody had reached in 
three decades. All year long, Lewandowski’s progress 
was measured and pundits debated whether or not 
he – or his rivals, Thomas Muller and Pierre-Emerick 
Aubameyang – could fi nally hit the landmark. Nobody 
even mentioned the more magical number, though. 
That’s because it’s a given for German football fans 
that the league’s single-season goal record will never 
be broken. No one will match the 40 goals Gerd Muller 
scored over 34 games in 1971-72.

A few of Muller’s records have been bettered over 
the years, most recently in June 2014 when Miroslav 
Klose scored the 69th of his 71 Germany goals, but 
that 40-goal tally has proven to be way out of reach. 

Bayern didn’t actually dominate the Bundesliga in 
that season. The title race went right down to the wire: 
Schalke, trailing Bayern by only one point, travelled to 
Munich on the fi nal day. And Muller didn’t get off to 

G E R D 
M U L L E R

Bayern Munich, 1964-1979

5 6 6
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“If I got fi ve chances, I scored fi ve goals; if I got seven, 
then it was seven.” Josef Bican wasn’t known for being 
modest, but then he had a lot to boast about. Today’s 
goal machines – Lionel Messi and Cristiano Ronaldo – 
look goal-shy compared to Bican. In 274 matches for 
Slavia Prague between 1937-48, he scored 534 goals – 
a ridiculous rate of 1.95 goals per game. 

Bican was born in Vienna to Czech parents. His dad, 
Frantisek, was a footballer for Hertha Vienna, but his 
death from a football-related kidney injury left Josef to 
be raised in poverty. Bican Jr later insisted that street 
football had inspired his extraordinary ball control. As 
ex-Slavia player Jan Andrejkovic remembered: “He had 
all the qualities of a star: excellent technique, perfect 
positional play, outstanding headers, precise passing, 
and he was also an incredible goalscorer.” 

Bican was powerfully built, yet he could run 100m in 
10.8 seconds. His shots were often placed rather than 
blasted and struck with swing, spin and dip. He liked 
to entertain the crowds with a mazy dribble or some 
ball-juggling before scoring and was a part of Hugo 
Meisl’s Austrian ‘Wunderteam’, which progressed to 
the semi-fi nals of the 1934 World Cup before losing 
to hosts Italy. The Swedish referee Ivan Eklind dined 
with Benito Mussolini prior to the tie and seemingly 
favoured the Azzurri; Josef later alleged that he even 
headed a cross towards an Italian player. 

Having lifted the Austrian league three times with 
Rapid and Admira Vienna, Bican joined Slavia Prague 

J O S E F 
B I C A n

 Slavia Prague, 1937-1948

in 1937. He enthralled Slavia fans by shooting bottles 
off the crossbar during training sessions. On a bad day, 
fans said, he would miss one in 10. 

Unlike many mavericks, Bican worked very hard and 
scored quality goals in large quantities. Leading scorer 
in the Czech league 12 times – he scored seven goals 
in a match on three separate occasions – he was also 
Europe’s most prolifi c striker between 1939-44, a feat 
slightly undermined by the fact that many of Josef’s 
great rivals were at war, while he was playing in a Nazi 
protectorate. His goals and the fame that came with 
them alienated some Slavia players, who referred to 
Bican only as “the Austrian bastard”.

The question that irritated him in later life is whether 
he would have scored as frequently in one of Europe’s 
top leagues. Following the Second World War, Juventus 
made him a lucrative offer but, afraid that the country 
might be taken over by the Communists, he stayed in 
Prague and ended up on the wrong side of history, as 
Czechoslovakia fell under Soviet rule. 

Bican’s popularity almost undid him. In 1953, when 
he took part in the offi cial May Day parade to hail the 
triumph of Czech Communism, the loudspeaker’s cries 
of “Long live President Zapotocky” were drowned out 
by the crowd yelling “Long live Bican!” 

Upstaging the head of state was not a good career 
move, and the player was soon on his way. When he 
retired in 1955, at the age of 42, the unforgiving state 
offered him a job sweeping the roads.
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 Slavia Prague 1937-1948
Celtic, 1922-1937

Celtic 9 Dunfermline 0
(McGrory 1, 5, 9, 21, 60, 62, 63, 85; Thomson 42)
Sometimes the scoresheet can tell a story a lot more 
eloquently than purple prose. Yet what this scoresheet 
does not tell you is that, on January 14, 1928, Jimmy 
McGrory actually scored 10 goals. One was ruled out 
for offside, and another was disallowed because the 
referee forgot to play advantage.

This record-breaking feat earned McGrory one of his 
many nicknames: ‘The Eighth Wonder’. The Celtic hero 
was also referred to as ‘The Prince of Garngad’ (due to 
the district of Glasgow where he grew up), ‘The Human 
Torpedo’ and the ‘Mermaid’ (because of the consistent 
brilliance of his diving headers). Many centre-forwards 
have been feted as deadly in the air, but McGrory may 
well have been the best ever. Arsenal goalkeeper Bill 
Paterson clamed that he had “shoulders like a young 
Clydesdale, a neck like a prime Aberdeen Angus and 
a head the nightmare of every goalkeeper. He had the 
knack of connecting with his napper and directing the 
leather netwards with greater velocity and judgement 
than many could accomplish with their feet.” This was 
not hyperbole: while once trying to keep out a bullet 
McGrory header, the unfortunate Queen’s Park stopper 
Jack Harkness broke three fi ngers.

He wasn’t too bad on the deck, either. Starting out 
as an outside-left at Celtic in 1922, McGrory made his 
name as an aggressive forward who shot powerfully 
with either foot. Barrel-chested and only 5ft 6in tall, 
he was gentlemanly and fearless.

With 49 and 50 strikes respectively, he was the top 
league scorer in Europe in the 1926-27 and 1935-36 
campaigns, while in 1927-28 he smashed 63 goals in 
all competitions. Jimmy would go on to post a British 
record of 55 hat-tricks, one of them taking only three 
minutes against Motherwell. The one thing he couldn’t 
do was take penalties: McGrory failed with two of three 
attempts. Maybe he should have just headed them in.

Despite McGrory’s feats, Celtic did not hoover up all 
of the silverware in Scotland, and this – as well as the 
quality of his contemporary rival, Hughie Gallacher – 
may explain why he made just seven outings for his 
country. Yet even here the talisman made his mark: 
McGrory’s winning goal against England in 1933 was 
cheered so vociferously by 134,170 fans, it gave birth 
to the legendary ‘Hampden Roar’. 

Such was McGrory’s dedication to the Bhoys’ cause, 
he was not even frustrated by the revelation that, as 
punishment for turning down a move to Arsenal that 
would have been lucrative for Celtic, he was secretly 
paid less than many of his colleagues. Once the story 
had broken, his only comment was: “It was worth it to 
play in the green and white hoops.” 

Returning to Parkhead as manager in July 1945, he 
brought in a centre-half from Welsh non-league outfi t 
Llanelli. The player was Jock Stein, and it was probably 
the most infl uential transfer in Celtic history. McGrory 
died in 1982, at the age of 78, but his fame endures. 
He is the ultimate Bhoy’s own hero.

5 2 2
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Ask any Juventus fan over the age of about 65 where 
they were on August 2, 1959, and they’ll tell you they 
were watching an 18-year-old Pele score the best of 
the 643 goals he recorded for Santos – and perhaps 
the best scored by any player, ever.

No, the Brazilian teen wasn’t doing his thing against 
the Italian giants; the Juve in question were the rather 
more humble Sao Paulo-based side. 

It’s Brazil’s equivalent of the 1966 World Cup Final – 
everyone knows somebody desperate to tell the world 
that they saw it with their own eyes. Tens of thousands 
of supporters claim to have witnessed the mesmeric 
strike, though the capacity of the Rua Javari stadium at 
the time was 10,000. A few people are telling porkies...

The mystique was surely fuelled by the fact that the 
goal was not caught on camera, which is perhaps no 
surprise given this was 1950s Brazil. Pele – who’d won 
his fi rst World Cup a year earlier – was forced to wait 
until the release of the 2004 fi lm Pele Eterno (‘Forever 
Pele’) to fi nally watch the sensational goal back again. 
The fi lm-makers used a combination of eye-witness 
accounts and computer-generated animation to help 
recreate the fabled strike from O Rei.

So who better to describe the goal to FourFourTwo 
than the man who was between the sticks that day?

“Santos were already winning 3-0 and I suddenly 
saw Pele breaking into a sprint from midfi eld,” says 
former Juventus goalkeeper Durval de Moraes, AKA 
Mão de Onça (‘Hand of the Jaguar’). 

“As a cross came in, I was screaming to one of our 
defenders, Julinho, ‘Pay attention to him!’ I thought 
he would be able to clear the ball away, but Pele was 
quicker and got there fi rst. He fl icked the ball over his 
head and then over the heads of two more defenders. 
Suddenly, there was only me left, but I couldn’t stop 
him – he did the same to me, too!”

Yes, you read that right. Pele fl icked the ball over the 
heads of not one, not two, but three defenders... and 
the keeper, before nudging it home with his own head. 
Think Paul Gascoigne vs Scotland, multiplied by four.

“I’m not saying this just because the goal was scored 
against my team,” explains De Moraes, “but to this day 
I have not seen a more beautiful one. There’s no way 
that you can compare it to any other goal – not even 
one by Maradona, Messi or Ronaldo.”

Santos, 1956-1974

P E L E 6 4 3 
G O A L S

The ho y  
jeering P l , f ut t  
follow th f  
players a d h l .

“The o fl  
over me b h l  
recalls L h ld l  
“The fan f ”

But no ll of h l h d h a d 
view. Pel h d g  d by h  d pl y 
and the stick that he was getting from the fans and 
opposition that he was almost sent off for kicking out 
at Juventus’ centre-back Pando, who had to be rushed 
to hospital for surgery on his knee. It left three scars on 
his leg, which the defender called ‘Edson’, ‘Arantes’ and 
‘Nascimento’ – Pele’s full name. 

Clearly, when you’re the world’s greatest footballer, 
forgiveness is easier to come by.

The home supporters, who had previously been 
 Pele, were left with little choice but to 

follow the referee, linesmen and Juventus 
players and join in the applause.

“The only reason he didn’t fl ick the ball 
over me was because I got there too late,” 

Lima, who would join Pele at Santos. 
“The fans cheered him for almost 10 minutes.”

But not all of the Juve players had such a good
Pele had grown so irritated by his own display
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in a legendary forward line known poetically as the 
Five Violins, alongside Albano, Jesus Correia, Jose 
Travassos and Manuel Vasques.

Muscular, broad, burly and hairy, Peyroteo looked 
more like a rugby player than a goal machine – but 
his game was not all about power. The little footage 
that survives often shows him jinking past defenders 
or beating them for sheer pace. He could score with 
both feet and had enough game intelligence to know 
when to play deeper and orchestrate play like a No.10. 
He was the principal violinist in Sporting’s golden era 
and also led the forward line for his country, scoring 
15 Portugal goals in an international career that was 
affected by the Second World War.

Peyroteo took no time at all to settle in at Sporting, 
scoring a hat-trick in his fi rst training match and two 
on his debut, aged 19, against Benfi ca. The publication 
Stadium commented that, “With great physique, good 
pace and a fi ne shot, Peyroteo did not show any signs 
of pressure on his debut.” In his fi rst season, 1937-38, 
Peyroteo netted 57 goals in 30 matches to fi nish the 
campaign as the league’s top scorer – as he would in 
fi ve of the following 10 seasons. And in a remarkable 
1946-47 season, he netted 47 goals in just 23 games 
as Sporting strolled to the Primeira Liga title, scoring 
123 times in a 26-match season. 

Peyroteo won fi ve league titles as well as fi ve cups 
at Sporting, and scored 544 goals in all competitions, 
yet such glory had not made him rich. When he began 
in 1937, he was paid the equivalent of £3 per month. 
He retired in 1949 aged just 31, in debt from running 
his own sports shop and physically exhausted: “I am 
a soldier and a soldier does not run from his duties,” 
he said, “but I feel like an old soldier that cannot help 
the club the way that he should.” 

Peyroteo later managed Portugal, briefl y, with one 
of his fi nal decisions selecting a 19-year-old Eusebio 
to make a scoring debut against Luxembourg in 1961.

Who is the greatest Portuguese footballer of all time? 
Outside of Portugal, most people would assume that 
the honour is a straight toss-up between Eusebio and 
Cristiano Ronaldo. Yet in Portugal, a third name is often 
mooted – not Luis Figo, but striker Fernando Peyroteo, 
who is the all-time top scorer in the Portuguese league 
with 332 goals. Even more extraordinarily, he scored 
those goals in just 197 matches.

Peyroteo might never have been discovered had his 
mum not been poorly. In March 1918, when Fernando 
was born into a family of white settlers in Angola, the 
Portuguese colony could barely be seen on the football 
map. Peyroteo was playing for Sporting Luanda, loosely 
affi liated with Sporting Lisbon, before moving north to 
the Portuguese capital in 1937 because of his mother’s 
deteriorating health. A friend suggested he should join 
Sporting. Ignoring a more attractive offer from Porto, 
Peyroteo signed for the Lions and he found his place 

5 4 4 
G O A L S
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P E Y R O T E O

Sporting, 1937-1949
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U W E 
S E E L E R

Hamburg, 1953-1972

had certainly not gone into this fi nal as the favourites, 
because just a few weeks earlier Dortmund had been 
crowned the fi nal West German champions under the 
old system of regional divisions followed by a series of 
play-offs. Not long after this cup fi nal had concluded in 
Hanover, a nationwide and professional league would 
fi nally be introduced: the Bundesliga.

It is no exaggeration to say that Seeler himself was 
a major reason behind this crucial restructuring of the 
German game. Two years earlier, in April 1961, Inter’s 
coach Helenio Herrera had travelled over to Hamburg 
to offer a lucrative contract to the forward. Seeler was 
25 years old at the time and being paid 500 marks per 
month as a semi-pro – roughly £900 in today’s money. 
Herrera offered him a signing-on bonus of half a million 
marks and an annual salary of 155,000 marks. Seeler 
weighed up his options for two days, before informing 
a gobsmacked Herrera that he would rather stay with 
his hometown club. Loyalty to Hamburg played a key 
role in his decision, but Seeler also knew he would be 
banned from the national team if he decided to turn 
professional. His decision was widely celebrated and 
almost instantly saw him transform from a local hero 
to national icon known as ‘Our Uwe’, making him one 
of the few players afforded a warm reception wherever 
he went. But how many other top players could German 
football expect to be as down-to-earth as Uwe Seeler 
in turning down foreign riches? The episode convinced 
even the sceptics that it was fi nally time for German 
football to become fully professional.

The new league, the Bundesliga, would prove to be 
highly competitive – and perhaps too competitive for 
Hamburg. Until Seeler hung up his boots in 1972, the 
club would fail to fi nish higher than fi fth. He was also 
denied silverware with the national team, being on the 
losing side in the 1966 World Cup Final at Wembley and 
the 1970 semi-fi nal. But he did win two trophies during 
his 19 years in Hamburg’s colours – the championship 
in 1959-60 and that cup fi nal in 1963.

Speaking of which, six minutes from the end, Seeler 
found the target with a powerful shot from eight yards 
to make the fi nal scoreline 3-0. It was the fi rst time that 
someone had scored a hat-trick in a German cup fi nal.

The 1963 West German Cup Final was 30 minutes old 
when Hamburg left winger Gert Dörfel briefl y looked 
up to scan Borussia Dortmund’s box. He saw a player 
in a Hamburg shirt near the penalty spot, being closely 
marked by a defender who was towering above him. 
Excellent. Dörfel knew this was a good scoring chance 
if he could deliver a half-decent cross. 

And that’s because the forward was one Uwe Seeler, 
fearsome in the air despite his lack of height. Several 
years later, in a documentary about Seeler’s career, 
Bobby Charlton remembered how, after being beaten 
by Hamburg in a pre-season friendly during the ’50s, 
he stood in Manchester United’s dressing room and 
asked: “Who was that small guy upfront? And why 
was he out-jumping our tall defenders?”

He could do that because he combined upper-body 
strength with excellent timing and sheer willpower. 
A good example of his aerial skills came in that 1963 
fi nal, when Dörfel’s cross sailed in on the half-hour. 
Dortmund’s defender, his eyes on the ball, grabbed 
Seeler by the arm, while the goalkeeper came off his 
line to collect the cross. Yet Seeler wriggled free and 
somehow made contact while he was sandwiched 
between two opponents. The ball fl ew into an open 
net to hand Hamburg the advantage.

Barely two minutes later, Dörfel raced down the left 
fl ank once again. Another cross, and another Seeler 
header for 2-0. The celebrations were exuberant, as 
despite the club’s long and proud history, Hamburg 
had never previously won the cup. What’s more, they 
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“I am there to score goals.” That is how Jimmy Jones 
bluntly described his role. And such single-mindedness 
served the Northern Irishman pretty well: he hit 517 
goals for Glenavon, winning three league titles and 
three cups. In 1956-57, the burly, square-shouldered 
striker netted 74 goals in all competitions.

These fi gures are all the more impressive given Jones 
nearly lost a leg at the start of his career, as the result 
of an attack following a derby clash between his fi rst 
club, Belfast Celtic, and Linfi eld on December 27, 1948. 
Situated just half a mile from each other, the two rivals 
had different religious roots: Belfast Celtic were Catholic 
(though Jones was a Protestant) and Linfi eld proudly 
Protestant. In one of the most notorious 1-1 draws in 
football history, Jones broke an opponent’s ankle in an 
accidental collision. After the fi nal whistle, 30 Linfi eld 
fans sought vengeance, throwing Jones around “like 
a rag doll” as one report described it, beating him and 
stamping on his legs. By the time he had been rescued, 
Jones was bloodied and barely conscious. His right leg 
was so mangled up that even after surgeons saved the 
limb, it was one and a half inches shorter than his left.

In the ensuing furore, Belfast Celtic’s directors folded 
the club. Only 20 years of age, Jones was left without 
a team and, seemingly, a career too. After embarking 
on a gruelling training routine, however, he recovered 
to play for Larne, then Fulham reserves – he would’ve 
made the fi rst team but the Football League rejected 
his registration on a technicality – before returning to 
Northern Ireland to join Glenavon in 1951.  

There was not too much fi nesse about Jones’ game. 
Glenavon’s chairman Adrian Teer recalled: “When you 
saw Jimmy on the pitch, you wondered, ‘What can this 
guy do?’ But he could score with both feet and he was 
a great header of the ball.” Jones soon formed a lethal 
strike partnership with Jackie Denver, an old friend and 
former Belfast Celtic team-mate. For several years, the 
strikers’ Sunday evening ritual was to walk from Lurgan 
to a nearby village and back again, reminiscing about 
the old days. Northern Irish sports journalist Malcolm 
Brodie said that, “they went together like Scotch and 
water, milk and honey. They were the perfect blend.”

Almost perfect. Jones had one trait that vexed the 
Glenavon boss Jimmy McAlinden – he was a talented 
motorcyclist and often competed in the Ulster Grand 
Prix. When the two seasons clashed, McAlinden was 
tormented by the thought that his star striker might 
get hurt in a crash. Indeed, Jones did once break his 
collarbone. Yet he refused to hang up his boots until 
1965, at Newry, when he was 37 years old. 

Although he scored 646 goals in his career, it seems 
legitimate to ask what Jones might have accomplished 
but for the vicious attack in 1948. Did Northern Ireland’s 
selectors somehow blame him? He picked up just three 
caps, but proved that he could have played at a higher 
level during a 5-3 victory against a Football League XI 
at Anfi eld in 1954, when he scored two past a defence 
being marshalled by England centre-half Billy Wright.

J I M M Y 
J O n E S

Glenavon, 1951-1962
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T H E  D AY
T H E  L E P E R S ,  T H E  B U R N E R S 

T H E  C R O W S ,  T H E  M I L L I O N A I R E S
T H E  F I S H E R M E N ,  T H E  S C O U N D R E L S

T H E  M ATA D O R S ,  T H E  P I R AT E S
T H E  R AT  S TA B B E R S ,  T H E  G U T  H A N D L E R S

W E N T  T O

Argentina loves the passion and rage of a local derby so much, 
the league calendar dedicates a whole weekend of the season 
to them. And Boca-River isn’t even the most fearsome on show

Words Martin Mazur Photography Jorge Dominelli

A R G E n T I n a
D E R B I E S
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D 
espite all of the titles and glory that have come during his time 
with Barcelona, there is one game, one derby, that Lionel Messi 
still dreams of playing in before he calls it a day. It’s a derby he 
has played in his mind hundreds of times as a kid on the streets 
of Rosario, with and against his cousins and friends. Because 
Newell’s Old Boys vs Rosario Central isn’t any normal derby. 
One look at the stands will tell you that.

As the two teams get ready to rumble in their latest meeting, local 
radio stations start their live broadcasts at 8am, a mere seven hours 
before kick-off. It isn’t long afterwards that Newell’s supporters start 
to congregate in the Parque de la Independencia, a large public park 
in which their Estadio Marcelo Bielsa ground is located, dreaming of 
a victory that would allow their team to turn up the heat on league 
leaders Boca Juniors, four points ahead of them in the table. But as 
kick-off approaches, the title race becomes secondary. As today’s all 
about the city of Rosario, the legends of the past, and the profound 
hate that can be created only by two city rivals.

“Let me tell you a story about the sin aliento [breathless]”, begins 
29-year-old Newell’s fan German between swigs of prittiau (a cheap 
wine mixed with lemon soda), as he stands waiting next to one of the 
gates. “We’ll never need to use speakers to support our team. They did! 
They can’t sing out loud – they needed f**king speakers. That’s why we 
call them sin aliento: no support, no breath. That’s why you will see the 
banners with crossed-out speakers. We shout until we’ve no voice left!”

German is wearing a T-shirt that reads “30 years” and also bears a ‘no 
turning’ traffi c sign. “It’s 30 years that they can’t do the lap of honour,” 
he explains, referring to Rosario’s last title 
win in 1986-87, adding, “Not even when 
they were in the second tier.” Just then, 
a group of fans joins him, grabbing their 
testicles in front of the camera, shouting, 
“We’re going to f**k you all at the Coloso!” 

But there will be no Central fans around: 
as with every game in Argentina, the away 
supporters are banned from attending. And 
even the name Rosario Central is forbidden 
around here: match tickets bear the legend 
“NEWELL’S” – written in full caps – and then 
simply “v rc” in a signifi cantly smaller size. 
It’s just a folkloric dig at their bitter rivals. 

One hour before kick-off, the stadium is 
already packed with 40,000 fans singing 
their hearts out. Outside the ground, ultras 
are readying the pyrotechnics that they will try to sneak through two 
strict police checkpoints. Inside, the big names start showing up. Well, 
sort of. Newell’s have a reputation like no other club for producing tifos, 
which pay tribute to the likes of local boy Lionel Messi, fellow all-time 
great Diego Maradona (who played a handful of games here in 1993), 
former manager Marcelo Bielsa or 1970s deity Mario Zanabria. These 
huge portraits are accompanied by a banner that carries a message to 
Central’s ultras: “You will never have them.” This has a double meaning: 
you’ll never have a Maradona or a Messi playing for your side, and you 
will never have these tifos, meaning the Newell’s fans will fi ght for their 
lives to defend the banners from being stolen, which is something that 
occasionally happens in this part of the world.

Indeed, in Argentina, the local rivalries are taken more seriously than 
perhaps anywhere else on the planet. As kick-off time approaches, the 
streets of Rosario are deserted, the shops are closed and the parks are 
empty. It’s eerily reminiscent of an establishing shot from a big-budget 
post-apocalyptic thriller, and it just so happens that similar scenes are 
unfolding in most major cities across the country. 

Some 110 miles north from here, Santa Fe vibrates in anticipation of 
another showdown between Colon and Union. Down in Buenos Aires,
La Bombonera is bouncing as fans await the start of the Superclasico 
between Boca Juniors and River Plate. Meanwhile, Independiente and 
Racing prepare to do battle in nearby Avellaneda. 

Elsewhere across Argentina, the city of Cordoba is still gripped by 
Talleres vs Belgrano, while there are all kind of post-match reactions 
coming from San Lorenzo’s 1-0 win at Huracan, Banfi eld’s 1-0 victory 

over Lanus, and the La Plata derby between Estudiantes and Gimnasia, 
which the hosts won – yes, you’ve guessed it – 1-0.

The glut of grudge games is no coincidence. This most extraordinary 
weekend of local rivalry is entirely by design, with the match calendar 
specifi cally tailored to maximise the excitement, the tension and the 
narrative. They call it La Fecha de los Clasicos – ‘The Round of Derbies’ – 
and have done so since 2015. 

And it’s as crazy as it sounds. 

T I C K E T S  F O R  D E A D  R U B B E R S  S E L L  O U T  A S  Q U I C K LY  A S  T H E  C H A M P I O N S  L E A G U E  F I N A L
More than 10,000 police offi cers will be patrolling the streets and the 
stadiums over the course of an action-packed weekend that features 
10 traditional derbies and fi ve more specially-created clasicos for those 
clubs whose historical enemies are, sadly, not in the top fl ight. So, as 
Velez Sarsfi eld’s old foes Ferro Carril Oeste play in Primera B, they face 
Tigre instead, while Olimpo, as the only top-fl ight club in Bahia Blanca, 
are paired with Mar del Plata’s Aldosivi, some 300 miles up the coast.

In recent years, the Argentine FA has dominated headlines for mostly 
the wrong reasons: several incidents of government interference, the 
crazy expansion of the Primera Division to 30 teams, the inability to 
accurately count 75 votes in the 2015 presidential election (the result 
being an iffy-looking 38-38), and the naming of fi ve offi cials by the FBI 
as key fi gures in the ‘FIFAgate’ corruption scandal. 

In the wake of all that draining, ugly business, La Fecha de los Clasicos 
is the one thing that can lift the gloom around club football in Argentina. 
It symbolises everything Argentine fans love, and it’s simply too exciting 

for anyone to be cynical about. Tickets are 
as sought after as those for the Champions 
League fi nal, with record attendances even 
for what are essentially only dead rubbers.

The idea was devised in order to correct 
a few unfortunate quirks borne out of the 
tournament’s expansion. Principally, the 
classic home-and-away format would have 
required a gruelling 58 rounds – so the FA 
created a one-legged tournament, with an 
exception made for all of the derbies, which 
would still be contested home and away to 
avoid any bitter squabbling. The competition 
format has been tweaked three times in as 
many years, but the extra derby round has 
remained unscathed. It may create a slightly 
unlevel playing fi eld, as some clubs must 

battle for points with tougher opponents than others (for context, this 
setup would equate to Spurs facing an extra tie against Arsenal while 
Chelsea play Crystal Palace or West Ham), but the added excitement – 
and revenue – is accepted as making it worthwhile.

Yet, the history books show that this wasn’t just some crazy stunt to 
attract bigger television audiences, at least not the fi rst time around. 

In 1934, to celebrate the creation of the Argentine FA following the 
merger of two pre-existing bodies, the fi rst Fecha de los Clasicos took 
place. In November that year, Boca vs River, Independiente vs Racing, 
Estudiantes vs Gimnasia and Huracan vs San Lorenzo, among others, 
all took place simultaneously. There then followed an 81-year period 
where two or more derbies taking place on one weekend was merely 
a coincidence, before the weekend of madness was reinstated in 2015.

The international coverage of La Fecha de los Clasicos soon grabbed 
the attention of foreign leagues – and TV companies. It wouldn’t be at 
all surprising if those lobbying for the Premier League’s ‘39th Game’ 
have been monitoring the Primera’s latest gimmick in the hope of 
strengthening their case. Others, too, are watching on with interest.

“Unfortunately, in Italy we do not have enough derbies to cover an 
entire round, but given all the rivalries in Argentina, you can consider 
the derby round an homage to the past,” said former Milan and Italy 
manager Arrigo Sacchi – always a forward-thinker – to the Argentine 
newspaper Clarin, when asked if Serie A could or should adopt a similar 
system. “In Argentina there’s creativity. Splitting the tournament in 
two, as has happened since the 1990s, gave more opportunities to 
smaller sides and meant a dozen clubs were able to win the title.”

TH I S  M A D CAP  WEEKEnD 
MAY  L O O K  L IKE  GREAT 

EnTER TA In MEnT ,  BUT  TO 
PLA YERS  A nD  MAnAGERS 
IT  MEAnS  MORE  PRESSURE

Top and far right La 
Bombonera bounces 
in anticipation of the 
Superclasico Right 
Tifos and elbows at 
Huracan-San Lorenzo
Bottom Estudiantes 
fans enjoy reminding 
Gimnasia about their 
“unforgettable party” 
against them in ’06, 
but settle for a 1-0 
win on this occasion
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Though this madcap weekend may look to outsiders like nothing more 
than great entertainment, to players and managers it means pressure.

“It’s not your form that’s important, but how you can detach from your 
situation in the table and focus entirely on these lifelong opponents,” said 
Newell’s boss Lucas Bernardi last year before facing Rosario. After a poor 
display and 2-0 defeat, he decided to scribble a resignation letter and 
clear his desk before things got ugly. Gimnasia’s Pedro Troglio wasn’t 
given a chance to go out on his own terms: he was sacked on the spot 
after losing to rivals Estudiantes. The pressure around derby matches is 
so intense that managers and players are terrifi ed of defeat. Tellingly, 
despite all the pre-match excitement, six games in 2016’s La Fecha de 
los Clasicos ended 0-0. Things can get rather cagey.

For pressure, there’s no clasico more intense than Newell’s Old Boys 
vs Rosario Central. Events that unfold on the pitch are remembered for 
decades, amplifi ed and turned into legend. Central’s German Rivarola 
had a gnocchi dish named after him after a Copa Sudamericana goal 
on August 29, 2005 (Argentine restaurants traditionally serve gnocchi 
on the 29th of the month). Ex-Newell’s boss Ricardo Caruso Lombardi 
has managed 21 Argentine clubs but would turn down Central. “I would 
never be forgiven for that,” he tells FFT. “It’d be like cheating on your 
wife. Once you’ve sat on Newell’s’ bench, Central is a forbidden place.”

FA N S  B E H I N D  T H E  G O A L K E E P E R  U S E  F L A G P O L E S  A N D  S T I C K S  A S  M A K E S H I F T  S P E A R S
While Boca-River is a rivalry that spreads right across the country and 
is known across the world, when it comes to intensity or sheer hatred, 
few in Argentina would argue that the Rosario clasico is the country’s 
biggest. This is an extremely volatile yet 
city-exclusive rivalry that has produced 
thousands of unbelievable tales through 
the decades. Rosario has got no room for 
neutrals or supporters of any other club: 
everyone is either a Leproso or a Canalla; 
a Leper or a Scoundrel; Newell’s or Central.

It therefore stands to reason that, if the 
Rosario derby is seen as the most heated 
match-up in Argentina, it is also the most 
dangerous. This is, after all, the deadliest 
city in Argentina, where a murder takes 
place approximately once every 40 hours. 

This is mainly down to the presence of 
drug-dealing gangs, who also happen to 
have links to football. Los Monos, one of 
the most feared groups, have got several 
murals highlighting their passion for Newell’s, while one of their 
leaders was under federal investigation for reputedly owning 30 
per cent of Rosario-born Atletico Madrid frontman Angel Correa.

Threats and intimidation are not uncommon. Two years ago, there 
were reports of gunfi re heard outside the home of the grandmother 
of Newell’s star Maxi Rodriguez in the build-up to the derby. Rosario 
Chief of Police Miguel Oliva told the press that three shots had been 
fi red and he suspected the incident was related to the coming clash. 

On the other side of the divide, Rosario Central icon Aldo Pedro Poy 
– whose derby-winning goal in 1971 is still recreated and celebrated 
on December 19 every year – has also been the victim of violence on 
the premises of his own business. Poy runs a children’s play centre... 
Unsurprisingly, many city bars don’t even open on matchdays in order 
to avoid heated arguments that can lead to violence.

So, if just one derby fi xture can turn a city into something resembling 
a war zone for a few hours, why choose to scatter another nine of them 
throughout the country across the same weekend? 

It’s partly due to the 2013 legislation that banned away supporters 
from all senior matches. Without massed ranks of travelling fans, the 
risk of ambushes and street battles diminishes and police don’t have to 
escort motorcades of barras (ultras) and herd them into the away end. 

With violence between opposition supporters now relatively rare, the 
biggest issue facing police and clubs is local gang factions in the stands 
aiming to control the lucrative barra business – including car parking, 
food stalls and even ‘adrenaline tours’ for wealthy tourists who want 
to experience a derby alongside the ultras. (That being said, this year 

police are still trying to determine who released 40 chickens near the 
entrance for Talleres fans as a message from the Belgrano ultras who 
couldn’t be present at the game, which ended 1-1.) 

However, the lack of a recognised away end has also led to the odd 
witch hunt, sometimes with deeply tragic consequences. During April’s 
Cordoba derby, Belgrano fan Emanuel Balbo spotted a man he believed 
to be responsible for the death of his younger brother in a car accident 
in 2012. The man reacted by punching Balbo and then loudly accusing 
him of being a supporter of fi erce rivals Talleres who had infi ltrated the 
stands, quickly attracting the attention of other members of the crowd. 
Balbo was pushed to his death while he tried to escape, tumbling from 
the upper tier, over a barrier and down onto the concrete fl oor below. 
The 22-year-old died in hospital just two days later.

This derby weekend wouldn’t pass without negative headlines, either.
In Rosario, half an hour has been played and Central are leading 2-0, 

threatening to score again with every attack. Newell’s drums won’t stop 
resounding, nor the supporting chants (“This afternoon, no matter what, 
we must win!”), but club icons Maxi Rodriguez and Ignacio Scocco – back 
where his career began, following six months with Sunderland – cannot 
stop Marco Ruben and Colombian Teo Gutierrez stealing the show. A foul 
from the Vinnie Jones handbook reduces the visitors to 10 men before 
Blackburn alumnus Mauro Formica gets a goal back in the 89th minute, 
and briefl y the stadium trembles. But German Herrera soon escapes on 
the counter-attack to seal victory for Central. And then come the shoes... 

The fi rst pair is hurled at the visiting players as they pile on each other 
in celebration of their third goal. At the opposite end of the ground, the 

Central keeper Diego Rodriguez understandably 
wears a concerned expression as the furious 
Newell’s supporters in the stands behind him 
use fl agpoles and sticks as makeshift spears. 
Paolo Montero, the former Juventus hardman 
and now Rosario Central’s manager, is forced 
to seek sanctuary in the away team’s dugout 
as a barrage of plastic bottles rains down on 
him. The assistant referee is not so lucky: he’s 
struck by an object thrown by the crowd and 
promptly hits the deck. With two minutes to 
play, referee Federico Beligoy decides to call it 
a day, prompting even more scenes of ecstatic 
celebration from the visiting players and more 
scenes of impotent rage from the home fans.

Moments after the fi nal whistle is blown, and 
in the quiet neighbourhood of Luduena to the 

north of the city, a Rosario Central supporter is shot dead with a rifl e by 
a family member, who is a fan of Newell’s. “Sadly, football has become 
more and more violent,” public prosecutor Adrian Spelta will later state. 
“Years ago, we would wait for the next derby to get sporting vindication, 
but these days it’s different. They were neighbours, screaming at each 
other during the match, and the mockery ended in this: the death of 
a 44-year-old man and the wounding of his daughter.”

Back at the Estadio Marcelo Bielsa, as the police fi re rubber bullets at 
supporters who are only getting more furious, Rosario Central’s players 
continue their World-Cuppish celebration – fi ttingly enough, right in the 
centre of the pitch. They don’t look quite so delighted, however, when 
they realise that the infl atable tunnel which usually provides protection 
to the players as they head back to the dressing room has since been 
defl ated, leaving them with no other option but to sprint 50 yards while 
dodging the various projectiles that are being aimed in their direction, 
including, but not limited to, globs of spit.

It later becomes clear just why the locals are so angry with the police.
“We have footage of one offi cer celebrating Central’s third goal, and 

we will take action,” Rosario police offi cial Diego Maio concedes in the 
wake of the match. “The tunnel was partially stolen by Newell’s fans 
and therefore could not be infl ated again. Had the police not acted [in 
protecting the Rosario Central players], this could have been a disaster.”

And as Maio speaks, his equivalent in Buenos Aires is no doubt taking 
a very deep breath, as the players of Boca Juniors and River Plate walk 
onto the pitch at a packed Bombonera.

Here we go again…

“OnCE  YOU ’VE  SAT  On 
THE  nEWELL ’S  BEnCH , 

CEnTRAL  IS  A  FORB IDDEn 
PLACE .  I T  WOULD  BE  L IKE 
CHEATInG  On  YOUR  WIFE”

Top “Can you hear the 
Central sing? No, no...” 
Middle row Newell’s 
fans were all smiles 
before kick-off but it 
didn’t last, as former 
Liverpool man Maxi 
Rodriguez couldn’t 
prevent a 3-1 defeat 
Below Jose Ramon 
Leguizamon saw red 
for the visitors Below 
left But Rosario still 
left with the points, 
under armed guard
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32-0
A n D  T H E Y
W E R E n ’ T

E V E n
T R Y I n G 

If you thought 
Manchester 

United’s Class 
of ’92 was 
the ultimate 

example of 
a club’s ‘golden 

generation’, think 
again. In the early 
2000s, three greats 
played in the same 
side at Barcelona’s 
La Masia academy 
for a season – and 
blew all of their 
rivals away

B A R Ç A  ’ 8 7

Words Andrew Murray
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– and future head of La Masia – who was then one of Barça’s 
many youth-team coaches. “Let me know what you think.”

Two hours later, Bernabeu had his answer. “The kid,” said 
Benaiges, “is a machine.”

Before long, Gerard Pique was joined by a similarly precocious 
nine-year-old midfi elder from Arenys de Mar, a sleepy little town 
45 minutes up the coast from Barcelona. So good was Francesc 
Fabregas Soler, his coach for local club Mataro refused to select him 
for matches against Barcelona in a vain attempt to hide him from 
Blaugrana scouts. The ruse didn’t last long.

In December 2000, the last piece of la Generacion del 87’s jigsaw 
was put into place. “I, Charly Rexach,” wrote the former striker on the 
back of a napkin after witnessing fi ve minutes of a tiny Argentine’s 
trial, “in my capacity as technical secretary for FC Barcelona, and 
despite the existence of some opinions against it, commit to signing 
Lionel Messi as long as the conditions agreed are met.”

Deposited from Rosario, Argentina, to 
Barcelona, Messi struggled to integrate 
amid ankle and registration problems. 
He ate and trained with his team-mates 
at La Masia – the country house where 
the majority of academy players from 
outside the city resided – but lived with 
his father, Jorge, in a fl at in the Camp 
Nou’s shadows on Gran Via de Carles III.

“We thought he was mute,” Fabregas 
later recalled. “Until he picked up the 
ball, and then any doubts were gone,” 
interjected Pique. Messi still calls the 
central defender ‘el amo’, ‘the boss’, 
because it was often he who acted as 
the Flea’s on-fi eld minder. 

Increasingly, Messi came out of 
his shell, most notably during the 
prestigious Maestrelli tournament in 

“MESSI, CESC AnD PIQUE HAD SOMETHInG 
THE REST OF US DIDn’T – An EXTRA ‘PLUS’”

B A R Ç A  ’ 8 7

Above Barcelona’s La 
Masia facility has been 
the proving ground for 
the world’s best talent

A
t 7.30pm on Friday June 4, 1976, the Sex Pistols changed the 
world. Inside Manchester’s Lesser Free Trade Hall, Johnny 
Rotten’s visceral punks produced a pick-up gig so vital that 
everyone in attendance was compelled to form Joy Division, 
New Order, Buzzcocks, The Fall, The Smiths and, er, Simply Red.

Whole books have been devoted to Manchester’s musical epiphany 
that night, while thousands of people fi ll internet message boards 
or bend the ear of anyone bored enough to listen, reciting the gig’s 
intricate details. Yet most estimates put the attendance at the most 
iconic of ‘I swear I was there’ moments at around 40. They just all 
happened to form a band, or a record label, or write for the NME.

Only a similar number can legitimately lay claim to witnessing 
football’s equivalent. In 2002-03, Barcelona’s Cadete A side swept 
all before them, completing their Under-15s campaign unbeaten 
and winning the Catalan and Spanish league titles, as well as the 
Copa Catalunya. Yet thousands more claim to have seen potentially 
the greatest youth team ever in their 
one season playing together.

Forget about Xavi or Andres Iniesta’s 
La Masia vintages, or even the fabled 
Class of ’92 at Manchester United – 
Barcelona’s Generacion del ’87 (a group 
of players born that year) is the go-to 
hipster spotter’s badge; a calling card 
for future greatness and world football 
legacy. Why? Three names: Gerard 
Pique, Cesc Fabregas and Lionel Messi.

One sunny Saturday back in 1997, 
the former Barcelona vice-president 
Amador Bernabeu turned up at the 
Blaugrana’s open day for promising 
young players with his nine-year-old, 
blonde-haired grandson. 

“His name is Gerard,” he said to 
Albert Benaiges, a long-time friend 
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Above “I can’t hear you!” 
Cesc never heard a peep 
from Leo when the timid 
newbie fi rst joined Barça  
Below The Flea still calls 
Pique ‘el amo’; ‘the boss’

g  
rest of us didn’t – an extra ‘plus’, without doubt. We’d even smash 
teams older than us by seven or eight!”

That season, Barcelona won the regional league (the Preferente 
Catalana) ahead of Espanyol’s Cadete A. It was the fi rst time that 
a youth team playing above their age group had achieved the feat. 
Continuity, as well as talent, was vital.

“We had such a settled team, and every coach had got the same 
idea of playing,” explains Victor Vazquez, who now plays alongside 
Sebastian Giovinco for MLS outfi t Toronto. “I started when I was 12 
under Rodolfo Borrell, and he, Albert Benaiges and Tito Vilanova 
were gente de la casa – ‘people of the house’. That makes it all so 
much easier, because nothing changes from year to year, so you 
know exactly what is expected of you.”

Crucially, Vilanova – Barcelona’s title-winning manager in 2012-13 
who tragically died from cancer in 2014, aged 45 – helped cultivate the 
players’ competitive edge, despite the ease with which la Generacion 
del 87 won the majority of the matches.

“I remember a game in which we were winning 3-0 after only three 
minutes,” Vilanova told author Marti Perarnau in The Champions’ Way: 
From La Masia to Camp Nou. “It’s almost impossible, mathematically. 
I turned to my assistant and said, ‘And now what do we tell them?’ 

     What can you say at the break when they’re winning 8-0?”
Self-improvement would become the watchword. Tall, 
athletic and with superb technique, Pique was the sort 
of defender that Barcelona very rarely produced, but 
there was one problem: he was terrible in the air. Put 
simply, Gerard never had to head the ball as he hardly 
ever had to actually defend. For the entire Cadete B 
season in 2001-02, Pique carried out a personalised 
heading coaching programme – from a standing start 
or with a run-up, with or without several obstacles or 

defenders, and even with a few benches in the way to 
manoeuvre around – until he was as dominant in the
air as he was with his feet.

I y fi  
team’s four captains – Fabregas, Pique, Marc Valiente and Victor 
Vazquez – would always play a prank on the newest member of 
the squad, as a sort of welcome to the fold.

“When we arrived at the hotel, Messi had brought his PlayStation 
with him and went to his room with Cesc, who he was sharing with,” 
recalls Vazquez, the team’s centre-forward and most creative player 
after the Argentine. “Pique decided to go and take everything out 
of his room, as if it had been robbed. We went down for dinner and 
Gerard arrived late, as they had ransacked it.

“They took out the bed, his PlayStation, kitbag – literally everything. 
After we had eaten, everyone went back up to their rooms and Cesc 
and a couple of other players recorded Messi going into his room. 

“He stood stock-still. His face was a picture! He didn’t know what 
to say, because he was quite a shy lad, and so he just put his hands 
on his head. Then we told him it was something that we did to every 
new player. He really opened up after that.”

Indeed, by the end of the trip – Barcelona having beaten Parma 
in the fi nal – it was Messi cracking the jokes.

“After that, he was totally different,” midfi elder Julio de Dios tells 
FFT. “He was making jokes, and I think he got Pique back with some 
prank. ‘Now Messi’s arrived!’ we’d say, patting him on the back. From 
that moment he became one of us. We were a cohort of brothers.”

G E N T E  D E  L A  C A S A  –  ‘ P E O P L E  O F  T H E  H O U S E ’
It was as Under-14s in the Cadete B 2001-02 season that the 
team began to truly fl ower, aping the 3-4-3 formation which 
had been popularised by Johan Cruyff’s Dream Team that 
won Barça’s fi rst European Cup in 1991-92.

“There was such talent in that team,” remembers Julio 
de Dios. “Valiente was so calm in defence, Toni Calvo 
was a right-winger with real pace, Sito Riera is now 
playing in the Polish top fl ight, Franck Songo’o 
had raw talent and Victor Vazquez was 
probably the best technician.
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“But you could see Messi, Cesc and Pique had something that the 
rest of us didn’t – an extra ‘plus’, without doubt. We’d even smash 

Italy in 2002 – his fi rst with Barcelona. The 
team’s four captains – Fabregas, Pique, Marc Valiente and Victor 
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“We knew what was expected of us,” 
midfi elder Victor Vazquez explains to 
FFT. “We never relaxed, because the 
ultimate goal was to make the fi rst 
team. Matchday was always the best 
time of the week, because we got to 
play against people we didn’t know 
and could show how good we were.”

To do that, they would have to put 
in the work away from the pitch too, 
at Leon XIII, the school which every 
La Masia resident attended. 

“I’m not going to lie: studying was 
the last thing anyone wanted to do,” 
Julio de Dios tells FFT, before revealing 
that Cesc Fabregas was the class swot 
and ‘pretty good at school’. 

“We had to achieve decent marks; 
otherwise, the coaches wouldn’t let us 
play matches on Saturday mornings.”

On and off the pitch, by the time 
la Generacion del ’87 graduated to 
Alex Garcia’s Cadete A for the 2002-03 campaign, the seeds had 
been sown for the record-breaking campaign that would follow. 

“It was a question of how many goals we’d score, not whether 
we’d win,” recalls Victor Vazquez. “We’d win games 10- or 15-0.

“Me and Messi used to have competitions between the two of us 
to see who could score the most goals in each game. Pique and 
Cesc would keep themselves occupied by trying to outscore each 
other. It was the most interesting way to keep ourselves motivated.”

L A S  A N S I A S  –  ‘ T H E  Y E A R N E D - F O R  O N E S ’
Throughout their main league season in Catalonia, the side went 
unbeaten. Full-back Oriol Palencia recalls winning one game 22-0; 
Fabregas remembers a 32-0.

Ultimately, this was a team made up of friends who would play, 
fi ght and socialise together. After their training session in the early 
evening, the players would go and eat their meal at 8pm before 
having two hours of free time.

PlayStation tournaments were the norm. Taking about week to 
complete, and involving every member of the youth teams, they 
would often see everyone huddled around the computer screen.

“Fabregas was pretty 
good and so was Pique,” 
recalls Julio de Dios. “But 
Messi was a disaster! 
As time went on, he did 
get better, but he was 
terrible at the beginning. 
On the PlayStation he 
was awful, but on the 
pitch he was the best.”

Did such togetherness 
away from football help 
to make them a team?

“Of course it did, it was 
fundamental,” continues 
Julio de Dios. “I’m from 
Andalucia in the south 
of Spain so Cesc used 
to invite me over to his 
house at the weekends, 
as La Masia could get 
lonely for those of us 

who weren’t from Catalonia. I’ll always be thankful to him and his 
father for making me feel welcome.”

With Messi at its head, scoring more than 40 goals during the only 
season that he played for one age group in its entirety, this band of 
15-year-old brothers became known as Las Ansias (‘The Yearned-For 
Ones’) by their coach, Alex Garcia. 

“It was such an extraordinary group, with born winners,” refl ected 
Garcia, who still works for the club today. “That generation will never 
be repeated. You had the best mixture possible: incredibly talented 
players with very good players, who had all played together from 
the Avelines [Under-11 side] upwards. It was an armada of talent.”

One game from that season has become infamous: the fi nal of 
the Copa Catalunya against Espanyol on May 4, 2003. The fi xture 
is now known as ‘el partido de la mascara’ – ‘the game of the mask’. 

A week earlier, la Generacion del ’87 had confi rmed their Catalan 
league title against the same opposition, but not without incident.
Barcelona’s city rivals had broken Messi’s cheekbone, and the club 
doctor allowed the Flea to play in the cup fi nal only if he agreed to 
wear the same protective mask that fi rst-team centre-back Carles 
Puyol had sported earlier that year. 

M A R C  V A L I E n T E
Defender

Part of Spain’s 2006 Under-20 
World Cup-winning team, Marc 
appeared in only one fi rst-team 
game in the Copa del Rey. Had 
fi ve seasons at Real Valladolid; 
now playing for Maccabi Haifa.

M A R C  P E D R A Z A
Midfi elder 

The box-to-box man left Barça 
at 15 for city rivals Espanyol, 
where he became a B team 
regular. Spent three years at 
third-division Hospitalet; now 
with second-tier Numancia.

T O n I  C A LV O
Winger 

Joined the cantera in 2004 
from Gramenet and featured 
regularly for both Barcelona C 
and B before spells in Greece, 
Bulgaria and Cyprus. Spent 
2016-17 at Greek side Veria. 

R O G E R  G I R I B E T
Defender

Played for Terrassa, Balaguer 
and Asco in the fourth division, 
before going back to Balaguer 
as the academy head in 2012. 
Roger’s also sporting director 
of Pedro’s charity foundation.

V I C T O R  S A n C H E Z
Midfi elder

The defensive midfi elder was 
part of Barça’s Treble-winning 
2008-09 campaign, playing in 
12 games. Joined Espanyol, his 
current club, in January 2012 
after six months in Switzerland.

G E n E R A C I O n  D E L  ’ 8 7 :  W H E R E  A R E  T H E Y  n O W ?
We all know what happened to Messi, Cesc and Pique – here’s what became of the rest of that top academy side

“THE TWO OF US HAD COMPETITIOnS TO SEE WHO 
COULD SCORE THE MOST GOALS In EACH GAME”

Above The new La Masia 
opened in 2011, cost 
€8.8m and can house 
up to 83 Barça starlets

B A R Ç A  ’ 8 7
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R A M O n  M A S O
Midfi elder

He left Los Cules in 2007 after 
just one fi rst-team outing and 
spent the next few campaigns 
in the third and fourth divisions. 
Ramon is now playing more as 
a defender with lowly Figueres.

D A n I  P L A n C H E R I A
Goalkeeper

He played under Pep Guardiola 
for Barcelona, but then slowly 
slid further down the leagues. 
Spells at Hospitalet, Montcada, 
Santboia and Rubi in tier fi ve 
preceded retirement in 2014.

F R A n C K  S O n G O ’ O
Forward

Left Barça for Portsmouth in 
2005 and had loan spells with 
Bournemouth, Preston, Palace 
and Sheffi eld Wednesday. Has  
since appeared in MLS, Greece 
and three times for Cameroon.

S I T O  R I E R A
Winger

The brother of former Liverpool 
winger Albert joined Espanyol 
in 2007 and later spent time 
playing in Greece, Ukraine and 
Kazakhstan. Now with Slask 
Wroclaw in Poland’s top fl ight.

O R I O L  PA L E n C I A
Defender

Released at the age of 18, the 
full-back played for third-tier 
Gramenet for three seasons 
before falling out of love with 
football. Now creates unique 
perfumes for Barcelona hotels.

After fi ve minutes, Messi walked over to his midfi eld team-mate, 
Julio de Dios. “Listen,” he said, “I’m taking this off. I don’t care if 
they break me – I can’t play in it.”

Messi took off the mask and carried it in his hand for the game’s 
next move, then walked over to the bench and tossed it to one side. 
“Don’t worry, boss,” he said to Garcia, promising he’d come off at 
half-time. “Nothing will happen.”

Only it did. Messi scored twice, the second one a glorious solo goal 
past three defenders, as Barcelona went into the break 3-0 up (Pique 
added the third). As promised, Messi came off. The match, which De 
Dios reveals was “as physical as youth football gets”, fi nished 4-1.

“At el partido de la mascara,” Garcia recalled, “I found out that 
Messi understood football not only as a game but as a collective 
effort. That day, he showed he was willing to do anything to win.”

However, that Copa Catalunya fi nal was important for another 
reason. It was the last time that Pique, Messi and Fabregas played 
together until the latter rejoined Barcelona from Arsenal in 2011. 
Six weeks after the match, Barça’s legendary Cadete A side beat 
Athletic Bilbao 2-1 in the Spanish championship fi nal, with Fabregas 
voted player of the tournament, but Messi was absent. Trouble was 
brewing with the treble-winners.

Fabregas played that tournament in Albacete knowing it would be 
his last, with a deal taking him to Arsenal that summer all but done. 
Xavi and Andres Iniesta were approaching their prime, and Arsene 
Wenger’s promise that a 16-year-old Fabregas would immediately 
train with the Gunners’ fi rst-team squad was too good to turn down. 

Unbeknownst to the club, Pique was talking to Manchester United, 
who would offer him his fi rst professional contract the following year.

And Messi was also on the move, albeit internally. In 2003-04, the 
season after that treble of Spanish and Catalan league crowns and 
the Copa Catalunya, he played for fi ve different teams – Juvenil B, 
Juvenil A, Barcelona C, Barcelona B and for the fi rst team in a friendly 
against Jose Mourinho’s Porto – as the club fast-tracked their brightest 
prospect to ensure there was no chance of him growing impatient.

“I stayed and tried to keep the dream of that team going for as 
long as I could,” Vazquez tells FFT, “hoping to one day play in the 
fi rst team with the difference-maker, Leo, again. It took me a little 
longer to get there, but I’m very proud that I did.”

Fifteen years have now passed since la Generacion del ’87 began 
making history, during which time even La Masia – the symbol of 
the Barcelona cantera – has been replaced by a shiny new complex 
at the Blaugrana’s revamped training ground. Yet, when Fabregas 
talks of those days being “the best of my life”, he isn’t the only one.

“I have great memories of that time that I will never forget,” says 
Julio de Dios, now of third-tier Jumilla. “I’ve played with some of the 
best players in the world – not many people can say that, can they? 

“Nowadays, the relationship’s a bit more fl uid and it’s more diffi cult 
to stay in touch with everyone around the world, but whenever we 
see each other, it’s just like when we were kids.”

The overriding feeling for the players from this Cadete A collection 
is one of pride: at what they managed to achieve; at sharing a pitch 
with future greats; at the legacy they all share.

“It was a privilege,” concludes Victor Vazquez. “I’ve played in the 
fi rst team, and scored, with one of my best friends – Lionel Messi.

“I take the Barcelona name with me wherever I go. Let’s face it, 
the reason I’m talking to you is because of that.”

Just like the Sex Pistols in 1976, far fewer people than those who 
swear they were there actually saw it – 1,000 were at el partido de 
mascara, though cantera attendances rarely got above the 50 mark 
– but those who did see it witnessed the future.

“I’m so grateful to Barcelona and to my other Generacion del ’87 
team-mates for teaching me everything I know about football,” 
says Julio de Dios. “I came from a small town of 30,000 people, 
thinking that I could play. I arrived at La Masia knowing just how 
much I had to learn, and I knew the sort of person I wanted to be 
in life because of the seven years I was there.”

And that’s the best legacy any generation could possibly have. 
Perhaps not even the Sex Pistols managed that.

Above Messi with fellow 
La Masia graduates Jordi
Gomez, Oriol Riera and 
Xavi Ginard, before Leo 
made his fi rst-team bow



Suave off the pitch, sophisticated on it, successful everywhere he went: 
it’s no wonder the tributes poured in when Xabi Alonso hung up his boots. 
But don’t worry – as the midfi eld maestro himself tells FFT, he’ll be back

“ I  H A V E  A 
M O T O R B I K E  T H A T 
I ’ V E  n E V E R  B E E n 

A L L O W E D  T O  R I D E . 
T H A T ’ S  T H E  F I R S T
T H I n G  I ’ M  D O I n G 
W H E n  I  R E T I R E ”

Words Andrew Murray Photography Stefan Hobmaier



X A B I  A L O n S O
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You came through the youth ranks at Sociedad and then spent 
a season on loan with Eibar when you turned 18. Is it true that 
you fi rst learned about the deal by reading it in a newspaper?
Yes, that’s absolutely true. I was only 18; I had made my fi rst-team 
debut in the Copa del Rey, but I was still part of the reserves. I didn’t 
really know or understand the football world at that stage because 
I was so young, so my dad was sorting things out for me. He spoke 
with the club, thought it was a good option and went ahead. I read 
about it in the paper and rang my dad straight away. He asked me, 
‘What do you think?’ I replied, ‘I think it’s a great idea!’ Up until then, 
I had always shared a dressing room with people my age, but at Eibar 
there were 35-year-olds. It was a dressing room full of men, not boys. 
That helped me to learn a lot about what it meant to be a footballer. 

You were recalled after only half a season by 
Sociedad’s new manager, John Toshack, who 
had replaced Javier Clemente. What impact 

did the former Liverpool striker have on your career?
He was fundamental. I was only 19 at the time, but he treated 
me as if I was a 28-year-old. When he came in, he took me to 
one side straight away and said: “Listen, I think you can become 
a very important player for this team, so I’m going to give you the 
responsibility to play your own game.” I took the opportunity and 
played well. I’ll never forget all of the early help that he gave me. 

Did you feel any pressure in going back to play for Sociedad, who 
were really struggling at the time and trying to avoid the drop?
The team was certainly in a diffi cult moment, but I just tried to play 
my very best and help the team to get out of trouble. Thankfully, 
everything went well and we eventually fi nished 13th [in 2001-02]. 

o this is it. After 18 years, more than 800 
matches, 13 major trophies and a billion 
effortlessly tidy passes, it’s time for Xabi 
Alonso to hit the road.

“It was a decision I thought long and 
hard about for a while,” Alonso tells FFT 
from the Bayern Munich training ground 
he’s called home for the past three years. 
“I’d reached the point where it felt right.

“You never know how you will feel after 
that last game, as football becomes your 
life. But I just feel happy with everything 
I’ve experienced, with all of the clubs I’ve 
played for, with every game I’ve played. 
Of course, there is a part of me that feels 
sad it’s all over, but everything must end 
one day and I’d rather fi nish at the top.”

He has certainly done that. In the days 
before FFT’s visit, Die Roten clinched their 
fourth Bundesliga title in as many years. 

The Spaniard was a key fi gure in the most recent three wins, which 
came hot on the heels of helping Real Madrid fi nally win ‘La Decima’ 
and, prior to that, scoring the crucial third goal in Liverpool’s famous 
comeback in Istanbul. And then there’s an international career that 
brought him one World Cup and two European Championship medals.

Perhaps his biggest achievement, however, is less tangible – near 
universal respect and popularity. His easy-on-the-eye playing style, 
combined with a humble, gentlemanly disposition have helped to 
make the 35-year-old a contemporary cult hero.

He’s hung up his boots for the fi nal time alongside another icon 
and World Cup winner: Bayern team-mate Philipp Lahm. “It is an 
honour to fi nish by his side,” the Spaniard proudly says. “It was just 
meant to be – it’s like we’re the last rock stars.”

Now, if only there was something really cool he could do next…

What will you do on the fi rst morning following your retirement?
What a question! [Laughs] I don’t know if this is for the fi rst morning, 
but I can’t wait to take my motorbike out for a spin – it’s written into 
most players’ contracts that you can’t ride them. I’ve got a motorbike 
but I’ve never been able to ride it! To be honest, I’m looking at doing 
things that become impossible in a footballer’s life. I’ve gone 18 years 
without having a proper weekend with my family where you try new 
things. Being a footballer is great, but you’re tied down to what you 
can and can’t do. We’ll go and relax in San Sebastian and Madrid.

You spent a few summers in Ireland in your teens, learning English 
and playing a bit of gaelic football. Any desire to go back one day?
[Laughs] Wow, it’s such a long time since I was there – I’ve probably 
forgotten how to play. I’ll defi nitely go back to Ireland, though. I love 
the country and all of the Irish people. Do I follow a team? No, I just 
played to enjoy myself with friends. But I will go back there one day.

When you used to play on the beach in San Sebastian with 
Mikel Arteta, did you ever think you would achieve so much?
No chance. We loved football, but we played every sport when we 
were kids. We’re still great friends. I’d never dreamed of becoming 
a footballer – that was something I saw as being so impossible 
that it wasn’t even a dream – so I consider myself very lucky.

Your father Periko played for Barcelona, won two La Liga titles 
with Real Sociedad and represented Spain at the 1982 World 
Cup, and your brother Mikel was also a pro with Sociedad. 
How much football is there within the Alonso household?
[Laughs] A lot! More than anything, since we were tiny, me 
and my brother had the fi gure of our father in our life. We 
played with him every week and went to as many of his 
training sessions as we could, just like my son Jontxu 
does with me now. It was a fundamental part of life.

Above Alonso, like Steven 
Gerrard, is still idolised on 
Merseyside Right Feeling 
the force of that tackle in 
the 2010 World Cup Final  
Below Xabi gets dragged 
to the fl oor by Milan Baros 
after (eventually) scoring 
for Liverpool in Istanbul

S



Was it hard to leave for Liverpool in the summer of 2004, aged 22?
It was at the time, because Sociedad had been my home, but it was 
also the time to progress and try some new things. I’ve loved every 
stage of my career and it just felt the right time to take on a fresh 
challenge, in a new country and to fi ght for an historic football club.

Let’s talk about Istanbul and the 2005 Champions League Final... 
[Smiles] Everything happened. At half-time it was the worst scenario. 
We had to score three goals against Alessandro Nesta, Paolo Maldini, 
Jaap Stam and Cafu! Some of the guys said, “We need to fi ght.” Others 
were saying, ‘How can we be so bad today?’ The rest is history, as we 
made the most incredible comeback. Miracles can happen in football.

What were you thinking before taking the penalty to make it 3-3?
I didn’t know what to think. It was my fi rst penalty as a professional! 
Seriously, I had never taken one before. I look at pictures of me about 
to take the penalty and all I can see is my face wracked with tension 
and responsibility. It’s so obvious! Were it not for that rebound, then 
my story at Liverpool might have been very different! [Laughs] It was 
pretty stressful. Rafa [Benitez] told me before the fi nal that if we won 
a penalty, I’d take it, as Steven Gerrard had missed one against Spurs. 
What did I say? Nothing. I had to take it! There wasn’t any other way.

How did you celebrate afterwards?
In every possible way you can imagine! [Laughs] There was a sense 
of euphoria, both at the hotel in Istanbul after the match and in 
Liverpool. It was crazy – the celebrations and the way we won it. 
Twelve years have now passed since that match, but it’s still very 
alive in the minds of anyone who was part of it. Winning the World 
Cup is the ultimate, but the Champions League is a close second.

Which was tougher to take: losing the 2007 Champions League 
Final to Milan in Athens, or missing out on the 2008-09 Premier 
League title when Liverpool were pipped by Manchester United?
[Immediately] Oh, the Premier League title, without a doubt. We had 
won the Champions League against Milan two years earlier, and one 
of the biggest regrets in my career is that we didn’t manage to win 
the Premier League title with that Liverpool team. We were so close, 
but there were other great teams in the league as well. We thought 
it was possible when we beat Fulham 1-0 with a late goal from Yossi 
Benayoun. But the next day, Manchester United came from behind 
to beat Aston Villa with that goal from Federico Macheda. Then at 
the end of April, we won 3-1 away at Hull and I scored. We got on 
the plane back home and Spurs were 2-0 up at United, but by the 
time we had landed, they had lost 5-2! It just wasn’t meant to be.

Pepe Reina, Jamie Carragher, Javier Mascherano, Xabi Alonso, 
Steven Gerrard, Fernando Torres: that’s some spine to a team…
Defi nitely – we had a great team, from back to front. It was a great 
spine. All of those players have unforgettable memories of the years 
we had together at Liverpool. The fans remember us – Stevie and 
Carra, obviously, but also us foreigners – which makes me so proud. 

Would it be fair to say that you had your ups and downs with 
Rafael Benitez by the time you left to join Real Madrid?
Many things have been written about this [Benitez was supposedly 
annoyed that Alonso missed a Champions League game against 
Inter to attend the birth of his daughter] but there was no tension 
between us at that time, really. There was always respect between 
us. Look, he wanted to sell me and I accepted his decision. That’s it. 

What does Liverpool mean to you?
I’m still a fan, fi rst and foremost, and so is my son. It’s part of my life. 
‘Once a Red, always a Red’ is more than a sentence – it’s something 
real. That spell is something huge in my life. The bond I have with the 
club is very strong: maybe not with the players, because Lucas is now 
the only player still there, but in terms of the feeling, that will never 
leave me. It’s the same with every club I’ve played for in my career.

“I ’D  nEVER  TAKEn  A  PEnALTY 
BEFORE  ISTAnBUL .  WERE  IT  nOT 

FOR  THE  REBOUnD,  MY L IVERPOOL 
STORY MIGHT  BE  VERY  D IFFEREnT”

X A B I  A L O n S O
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Rafa, Jose, Pep, Ancelotti – you have 
played for some of the best coaches 
in football. How do they all compare?
Each one has got their different way of 
working, but they all share similar basic 
characteristics that make them great 
coaches: they connect and relate to the 
squad and make you want to play for 
them. I have learned something from 
each of them. There are certain things 
that some of them do better or worse 
than others, but they all know how to 
squeeze everything from their players.

Were you confi dent when Spain began 
the 2010 World Cup in South Africa?
We had a lot of confi dence in ourselves, 
and felt very similar to when we’d won 
Euro 2008 a couple of years earlier. We 
knew this was our chance, even when 
we lost our fi rst match to Switzerland. 
The team spirit in that defeat was just 
amazing, even among those who were 
not playing. You spend nearly a month 
together, so a good atmosphere is vital. 

How does it feel to lift the World Cup?
It’s like you’re in football heaven and 
you just want to stay there for as long 
as you possibly can. You know it won’t 
last too long, so you want to enjoy this 
moment. For me, this trophy doesn’t 
compare to any of the others I lifted.

Many teams tried to copy tiki-taka but few succeeded. Why’s that?
I don’t like the word ‘tiki-taka’. Look, that was the only way to bring 
together all of the best players that Spain had at the time. We were 
very competitive and we conceded very few goals. People talk about 
us playing 10,000 passes for the sake of it, but we had no other way 
to play. We didn’t have really quick players to run in behind, but we 
did have players with excellent technique who could pass the ball.

Nigel de Jong’s ‘tackle’ in the fi nal: what did you think at the time?
I didn’t think anything, as I was on the fl oor with no idea what had 
happened – I had to watch a replay on the TV screen! All I felt was 
extreme pain in my chest. My body was shaking, but this was the 
World Cup fi nal – there was no way I was going off. I played for as 
long as I could, but I couldn’t carry on into extra time. It felt like my 
body had been torn apart and then not put back together properly. 

Did you break anything?
There were a couple of stud marks but nothing else, as the impact 
was right on my ribcage. After Andres [Iniesta] won it for us, people 

were spraying water everywhere and I had to make them stop, as 
even that was hurting me! I had to say, “Leave me with this pain!”

Which is more important for a footballer: feet or brain?
God, the brain, without a doubt. It’s all about what you do 
with your head. If you have the brain to understand the 
game, and know what to do in every moment and how 
to do it, then you’ve got it, and the rest will just follow.

Do you see yourself staying in the game after your 
retirement and passing that knowledge on, somehow?
I think so. First I need a little time away from the game, to 
disconnect. I’ve spent so long inside the football bubble 

– pretty much 20 years – that I fancy getting out for a bit. 
Once I’ve done that, I don’t know how or where, but I’ll be back. 

You were close to joining Real Madrid 
when Liverpool bought you. Did it feel 
like destiny to play for Los Blancos?
I don’t know about destiny, but there 
had been interest in me from the club. 
It seemed like there had always been 
a chance of signing for Madrid in my 
career, you know? So when it came to 
leaving Liverpool, they were in for me 
again. To have Real Madrid interested 
in signing you is the greatest honour in 
football. I think it was the right move.

Describe Jose Mourinho in one word.
[Thinks long and hard] Motivator. He’s 
all emotion, all heart, but also a very 
intelligent man and coach. He needs 
intelligent players, too, to carry out his 
plans and interpret them on the pitch. 

What did he change at Real Madrid, 
especially with regards to the rivalry 
with Barcelona and Pep Guardiola?
You’re always going to have that clash 
between Real Madrid and Barça. They 
are two giants who’ve always collided. 
At the time, Barcelona had Pep and we 
had Jose – two fi gures used to winning. 
Those years were intense for all of us, 
from players to fans. Every match was 
like a fi nal. There was the Copa del Rey 
fi nal, the Champions League semi-fi nal 
and also the results that settled La Liga.

You’re one of a few who’ve played for both. How do they compare?
Pep is just as passionate, but analyses things and loves tactical detail. 
He’s emotional, too, but it’s a different emotion. The way they play 
football, and how they get their team to play, is also very different.

How did you feel when you were booked in the semi-fi nal of the 
2013-14 Champions League and knew that you’d miss the fi nal?
I was gutted. I’d fought so much for La Decima during the season, 
so it was tough knowing I’d be banned. I told myself, ‘Xabi, tonight 
is your fi nal.’ Winning 4-0 at the Allianz Arena was incredible. In the 
fi nal itself it was hard, but I watched as a supporter. I suffered a lot 
that evening. It’s so much harder watching a game than it is to play.

In that case, do you see yourself becoming a coach in the future?
It’s different, because at least you have some control over what is 
happening. I don’t know what I’ll do, but I’m not ruling anything out.

Is Carlo Ancelotti the perfect coach to oversee your fi nal season?
In the world of football, Carlo is one of the best people I’ve come 
across. He has got a great heart and he knows how to win over 
his players. Throughout our time together he has never treated 
me with anything other than the utmost respect and care.

Who have you enjoyed playing alongside the most?
It’s impossible to decide. I’ve played with so many and 
have loved every second of it. Stevie G, Cristiano Ronaldo, 
Luka Modric, Arjen Robben, Philipp Lahm – they’re all greats.

Your fi nal three seasons brought three Bundesliga titles...
It’s the perfect end. I came here to experience a different kind 
of football at a massive club like Bayern and it’s been glorious. 
It is hard to say no to Pep when he asks you to come and play 
for his team. There’s so much quality in Germany, and it’s hard 
to win any league. I am extremely proud to fi nish in this way. 

Top “Football heaven” for 
Alonso in Johannesburg 
Above left “Is there still 
some froth on my nose, 
Xabi? No? You’re sure?” 
Above right Ancelotti is 
“one of the best people 
in the world of football” 
Below Di Maria helped to 
seal La Decima in 2014, 
but Xabi had to sit and 
watch the fi nal as a fan

X A B I  A L O n S O
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For Xabi Alonso’s fi nal 
few games, he wore the 
adidas champagne pack 
Predator Mania (above) 
– a fi tting tribute from 
adidas Football to the 

classiest of players

“I  WAS In  EXTREME  PAIn  AFTER 
DE  JOnG’S  TACKLE .  IT  FELT  L IKE  MY 

BODY HAD  BEEn  TORn APART  AnD  nOT 
PUT  BACK TOGETHER  AGAIn  PROPERLY”

X A B I  A L O n S O



B R E X I T
M E A N  F O R  F O O T B A L L ?

W H AT  W I L L

Sacre bleu!

 I’d still be 

 in France! 

Words Huw Davies

Well it could be anything from a golden age in youth 
development to the end of the Premier League’s 

megabucks global appeal – it’s more complex 
than just stopping Johnny Foreigner 

coming over here and nabbing 
all our winners’ medals 
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IF  EVERY EU PLAYER In THE PREMIER LEAGUE 
APPLIED FOR A WORK PERMIT TOMORROW, 

THREE-QUARTERS OF THEM WOULD FAIL

IF EVERY EU F EVERY EU 
APPLIED FOR A WORK PERMIT TOMORROW, APPLIED FOR A WORK PERMIT TOMORROW, 

T
he year is 2015. The scene: a large, yet stuffy meeting room. 
On one side of a desk sits a panel of FA bods in intimidatingly 
smart suits, who decide whether to approve a foreign player 
for a work permit from the Government. On the other side of 
this desk sit the supplicants: a Premier League club seeking 

a permit for their prospective new signing. And outside this room, 
an alternative universe in which the United Kingdom had left the 
European Union years ago.

“So, this player’s French, is he? Has he played in 45 per cent of 
France’s competitive matches over the past two years?”

“Not quite, no.”
“How many’s he played?”
“Approximately none.”
“I see. Has he played in the Champions ”
“No, he’s just completed his fi rst top-fl ig ”
“Right. In that case, we cannot grant yo d  

Endorsement under Tier 2 of the Home Offi  
Go and buy somebody else.”

“But...”
“You can easily fi nd a British midfi elder w  

Who even is this guy? No one’s ever heard f ”
This is a scene that could be commonpla f  

Brexit in this real universe. 
Admittedly, the reality is a lot less dram i h  

stand-offs in large, yet stuffy meeting room  
for sure if the UK’s departure from the EU  
work permit rules being the same as they f  
from nations outside the European Econo  
(more on that to come later). And Kante c ld ll h b  
granted entry after appeal. 

It’s far from certain, however, that the P f  
could have joined Leicester City under Bre f  
previous winner, Riyad Mahrez, recruited f  
second division – forget about it. And wha f  
current Chelsea colleagues? Well, wave go db  
Marcos Alonso, Cesar Azpilicueta and a few .

Yet FourFourTwo can reveal that the footballing fallout from Brexit 
potentially goes much further. Discussions have been dominated by 
fears foreign stars may stop fl ocking to the Premier League, but that 
is only one scenario. Hiring backroom staff may become a nightmare, 
or a fi nancial crisis could cause lucrative television deals to implode. 
Alternatively, there’s a chance England could become a half-decent 
team once again. Anything’s possible.

“ T H E R E ’ S  A  L O T  O F  F E A R  A M O N G  P R E M I E R  L E A G U E  C L U B S ” 
Brexit could play out in an almost infi nite number of ways. The most 
signifi cant changes to trade and immigration would likely come in 
the event of ‘hard Brexit’. This has prompted a mixture of intrigue, 
excitement and sheer bloody terror. The UK is currently bound by 
laws allowing freedom of movement for workers in the EU, which 
is why Nigel Farage wakes up each morning in a cold, beery sweat. 
That’ll change when prime minister Theresa May (below) exercises 
the UK’s freedom of movement from the EU. Many people predict 
that Britain-bound players from the 30 other EEA countries (every 
EU nation as well as Norway, Iceland and Liechtenstein) will need 
to meet the same requirements for a work permit as other imports. 

These requirements are tough, too. If every EU footballer currently 
in the Premier League applied for a work permit tomorrow, then 75 
per cent of them would initially fail. Don’t panic: no one will be forced 
to leave. But take this sample as a basis for future transfers and you 
lose 121 of the 164 players coming in. And down in the Championship, 
just three of the 161 EU players meet the criteria: two Irishmen and 
Romanian Reading winger, Adrian Popa.

Why? Because in 2015 the FA tightened regulations on non-EEA 
p f f f m the 
H ffi anking 

f ator of 
l d l l h .
f per cent 
f but that 

ff ng many 
f f f f m worse 

f ranked 
i i d h i h ’s Martin 

f cent of 
d i i h b h i d 75 per 

h i h h i .
l h h d b d law fi rm 

i h d d d i l b b h i i tion law. 
h l h fi l ational 

f l d d k h h next day 
h ld d d k d f ll different 

b d d h f h l ld b eligible 
l k d il id i h get the 

l fi ”
h l h l d beyond 

l h l f the FA’s 
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“I see. Has he played in the Champions League?”
“No, he’s just completed his fi rst top-fl ight season.”
“Right. In that case, we cannot grant you a Governing Body 

Endorsement under Tier 2 of the Home Offi ce Points Based System. 

“You can easily fi nd a British midfi elder who’s just as good. 
Who even is this guy? No one’s ever heard of... N’Golo Kante.”

This is a scene that could be commonplace after the real 

Admittedly, the reality is a lot less dramatic. There are no 
stand-offs in large, yet stuffy meeting rooms. Nobody knows 
for sure if the UK’s departure from the EU will result in British 
work permit rules being the same as they are now for players 
from nations outside the European Economic Area, or the EEA 
(more on that to come later). And Kante could well have been 

It’s far from certain, however, that the PFA Player of the Year 
could have joined Leicester City under Brexit rules. As for the 
previous winner, Riyad Mahrez, recruited from the French 
second division – forget about it. And what of Kante’s 
current Chelsea colleagues? Well, wave goodbye to 
Marcos Alonso, Cesar Azpilicueta and a few more.

Why? Because in 2015 the FA tightened regulations on non-EEA 
players, and before they’ll endorse one for a work permit from the 
Home Offi ce, they measure his country’s aggregated FIFA ranking 
over two seasons – FIFA rankings a famously accurate indicator of 
quality – and calculate his importance.

If the player represents a top-10 nation, appearing in 30 per cent 
of competitive internationals over two years is enough – but that 
would see off Leroy Sané, Juan Mata and Emre Can, among many 

others, if EU footballers also faced this test. Players from worse 
nations must play more games: 45 per cent for those ranked 
11-20, continuing down to the point where Swansea’s Martin 
Olsson wouldn’t qualify having appeared in 73.3 per cent of 
Sweden’s competitive matches, but not the required 75 per 
cent. Maths is a harsh mistress.

Maria Patsalos is a partner with the London-based law fi rm 
Mishcon de Reya and advises clubs about the immigration law. 

       The FA’s rules are strict, she confi rms. “One player’s national 
team failed in a tournament and we knew that the next day 

they would drop down a ranking and fall into a different 
band, and therefore the player wouldn’t be eligible 

to apply. We worked up until midnight to get the 
application in fi rst.”

The appeals process has also moved beyond 
a simple: “Oh go on, please”. Before the FA’s 



“It has got that 
intangible external 

image,” says Raymond 
Boyle, who is Professor of 

Communications at Glasgow 
University, researching in media 

and sport. “You’d think it would be 
political madness to do anything that 
could scupper that.

“What isn’t being talked about is the 
bigger picture. If Britain leaves the EU 
and damage is done to the economy, 
that’s likely to impact on the TV sector 
– Sky and BT – and they’re the fi nancial 
underwriters of not only the Premier 
League but British football in general.

“Loads of sectors are affected if the 
economy goes into diffi culty. Football 
is not necessarily immune from that. 
People need money to watch games 
and pay for their subscriptions, which 
are likely to be incrementally going up 
when people’s real incomes are likely 
to be going down.

“Also, advertising tends to be one of 
the fi rst things that’s cut back on in an 
economic downturn. BT’s new contract 
to show the Champions League [from 
2018-19] cost £1.18 billion and they’ll 
have to get the cash from somewhere.”

Perhaps the EU could arrange to 
have a whip-round.

‘ A  H A R D  B R E X I T  W I L L  F O R C E  F O O T B A L L 
L E A G U E  C L U B S  T O  B U Y  L O C A L’
“Technically speaking,” Boyle explains, 
“a UK that’s ‘independent’ – in inverted 
commas – from the EU can make up its 
own rules. The likelihood of that would 
be graded employment rules for the EU 

players and more stringent rules for the non-EU players.” Patsalos adds 
ween” current freedom of movement 
for everyone else.
uld still have to pay larger fees due 

f stem and weak pound. David Gold 
made foreign signings pricier, after 

f ayi bid rose by £3 million in a week 
l l h ro dropped even deeper than a Jose 

fence. But a more EU-friendly rule 
w ife easier, and Football League clubs 

w ally thankful. Championship squads 
w f d Brexit means only the established 

n receive a work permit. Brentford’s 
m b d b ll methods have seen the Londoners 

d eans who aren’t close to picking up 
hout the EU freedom of movement.

“ l d t appear in the lower leagues due to 
t lied,” says Geey. “If everyone’s under 

t ations, the make-up of squads would 
r who easily qualify to work in the UK.

rule change, 79 per 
cent of appeals would 
be successful, with their 
then-chairman Greg Dyke 
complaining they were “reliant 
solely on subjective supporting 
evidence”. What Patsalos calls “the 
smoke-and-mirrors approach” has been 
replaced by a points system – with more 
points distributed if the transfer fee and 
the wages of the player are particularly 
high. This means that after Brexit, a club 
could theoretically overbid for a new EU 
signing, and overpay him, just to ensure 
he gets a work permit.

Furthermore, British clubs are currently 
able to sign 16- and 17-year-old players 
under the EU’s freedom of movement – 
Cesc Fabregas, Paul Pogba (below) and 
Hector Bellerin (right) three examples 
– but Brexit would soon scupper that. 
“What happens to those lost junior 
players?” asks Patsalos, rhetorically. 
Presumably they have to wait another 
two years or sign for someone else.

March 29, 2019 looks like it could 
be British football’s Judgement Day – 
so will we start to see clubs load up 
on EU players in the January transfer 
window preceding it?

“It would not surprise me if over the 
next 18 months you fi nd players being 
brought in on much longer contracts,” 
says Frank Dunne, chief sports writer for 
the SportBusiness Group. “They could be 
stockpiled on the basis that once they’re 
in, it’s much harder to get rid of them.” 

Daniel Geey, partner in the sport group 
at media law fi rm Sheridans, agrees that 
could “potentially” happen but also adds: 
“There is the risk that you make a large investment in EU players, 
but then on expiry or renegotiation of their contract, they have to 
jump through much tighter hoops, which may devalue the players ” 
It’s as the fi ne print always says: “The value of yo  i  
go down as well as up.”

Dunne tells FFT: “I think there’s a lot of fe   i   
clubs, and quite rightly.” And what of the P i   i lf  
Wouldn’t its carefully curated global image ff  if f  
players graced what West Ham United co-o  
David Gold last year called ‘the greatest leag  
the world’s ever known’?

“If there was a palpable loss of quality, that d 
have an impact – but that would work through  
slowly,” Dunne explains. “The Premier League b d i  
so strong that it would be three, six, maybe nin   
before there was any discernible impact on medi  i h  
values. Clubs will still be able to bring in the top E  
players, and they drive all of the interest. With re  
I don’t really think it’s Ander Herrera who is selling 
Manchester United’s popularity across the world.”

players and more stringent rules for the non-EU players.” Patsalos adds 
there could be “something in between” current freedom of movement 
and the harsher rules that apply for everyone else.

Fair and equal, it ain’t: clubs would still have to pay larger fees due 
to the aforementioned points system and weak pound. David Gold 
complained Brexit had already made foreign signings pricier, after 
West Ham’s failed Michy Batshuayi bid rose by £3 million in a week 
as sterling’s value against the Euro dropped even deeper than a Jose 

Mourinho defence. But a more EU-friendly rule 
would make life easier, and Football League clubs 

would be especially thankful. Championship squads 
will take a hit if a hard Brexit means only the established 

international players can receive a work permit. Brentford’s 
metrics-based Moneyball methods have seen the Londoners 

sign a dozen cut-price Europeans who aren’t close to picking up 
a cap. That’s impossible without the EU freedom of movement.

“Non-EEA players don’t appear in the lower leagues due to 
the criteria that’s applied,” says Geey. “If everyone’s under 

those same regulations, the make-up of squads would 
revert to those who easily qualify to work in the UK.

jump through much tighter hoops, which may devalue the players.” 
It’s as the fi ne print always says: “The value of your investment may 

: “I think there’s a lot of fear among Premier League 
clubs, and quite rightly.” And what of the Premier League itself? 
Wouldn’t its carefully curated global image suffer if fewer top 
players graced what West Ham United co-owner 
David Gold last year called ‘the greatest league 

“If there was a palpable loss of quality, that’d 
have an impact – but that would work through very 
slowly,” Dunne explains. “The Premier League brand is 
so strong that it would be three, six, maybe nine years 
before there was any discernible impact on media rights 
values. Clubs will still be able to bring in the top European 
players, and they drive all of the interest. With respect, 
I don’t really think it’s Ander Herrera who is selling 
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“Even if there’s a halfway house where the clubs have to make 
applications for EU workers, they will not have massive resources 
available to do it. At the moment they can rely on buying a Spanish 
player just by making sure he’s got a legitimate Spanish passport.”

Anything but a silky-soft Brexit will force Football League clubs 
to buy local. Geey adds, however: “I think one impact will be that 
British players will go up in value, because unless a streamlined 
process is in place, there will be a long and drawn-out process for 
literally any foreign player.” 

The good news would be lower-league clubs rediscovering their 
academies, sensing this potential premium on homegrown players. 
Miles Jacobson is studio director of Sports Interactive, making him 
‘Mr Football Manager’, although sadly not by deed poll. He has also 
made himself an authority on how Brexit may affect British football 
– even briefi ng MPs and sporting organisations on the possibilities – 
and he tells FFT there are certain clubs who are “getting themselves 
ready” for the aftermath.

“Some smaller clubs see Brexit as 
a big opportunity,” Jacobson reveals. 
“Others clubs are being more cagey 
or – and I worry for these clubs – just 
ignoring it completely, but some will  
be happy to stay in their division for 
the next few years while they invest 
more in their youth system, as there 
will be Premier League clubs needing 
to buy more British players.

“I think the prospects for young footballers in England are better 
than they’ve been for a long time. Unless there’s a completely soft 
Brexit with full freedom of movement, it’s highly unlikely that youth 
players will be able to move over to the UK when they are 16 or 17.”

Jacobson’s expertise on Brexit led to it featuring – controversially 
– in Football Manager itself. “It was totally non-political,” he insists. 
“We put in every different soft and hard form of Brexit – as well as 
the possibility that it didn’t end up happening at all. You could have 
something fairly similar to Champions League squads, where you’re 
allowed 17 foreign players, so we put that h  
from three foreign players to 17. Having onl h ll d ffi l  
We entered a small percentage chance of h l b  
scrapped entirely, a tiny percentage chanc f l d d l  
independence and then an even smaller p h f
Northern Ireland doing the same. The gam f h d d  
of thousands of possibilities.

“Some people believe it was a political st f  
We covered every scenario.” 

And yet…
“Great game… ruined because of Brexit!” b h  

of the new release. “When you get midway f h  
it tells you Britain leaves the EU. Time for c l b h  
Once this happens you have to get work pe f l  
This kills the game for me.”

Jacobson laughed then and still laughs n i i i  
going to be great, but it’s in Football Manag r so it’s ruined my game.’ 
Well, you voted for something that may dam f b ll l h  
way it happens in the game.

“If people don’t like us putting things tha h i i h l 
world into the game, then they shouldn’t b l i d  
least it was well researched.”

“ T H E  FA  S E E S  T H I S  A S  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  O G S S 
 –  B U T  T H E  P R E M I E R  L E A G U E  I S  W O R T H  M O R O C O O ”
Footballers could yet be excepted from Brit y  
Maria Patsalos: “A lot of people are lobbyin f f  
football industry, the fi nance industry, the  
or other industries. And if there are indeed  
football industry would be in a strong posit  
possibility that Jacobson added into Footb ll r
is ‘freedom of movement for entertainers’  
is based on American law.

This solution would hardly be popular with a public who demand 
soldiers have footballers’ wages. “The Government has talked about 
exemptions for highly-skilled categories,” continues Frank Dunne of 
SportBusiness Group, “but if footballers are given exemptions while 
doctors, nurses and other professions are not, politically that would 
be a hot potato.” You can see all of the tabloid front pages now. The 
back pages would be much happier, mind.

Besides, it’s not that simple. While the FA meet up to endorse work 
permits, there’s an elephant inside this large, yet stuffy meeting room: 
literally everybody else at a football club.

The FA endorses work permits for players, managers (if they have 
coached one of FIFA’s top 50 nations or in a ‘top league’), assistant 
managers and even directors of football, but they have to draw a line 
somewhere. “It wouldn’t just be players under scrutiny,” says Dunne. 
“I think it’d be all of the technical staff. And if you hire a top foreign 
coach, he’s bringing his backroom staff.” As Dunne observes, Antonio 
Conte took seven more Italians to Chelsea.

Owen Jones, partner and head of 
business immigration at Sheridans, 
tells FFT: “For clubs recruiting physios, 
data analysts and other roles, Brexit is 
likely to have a more signifi cant impact. 
Unless the role’s very well-paid, the club 
will have to demonstrate that they had 
advertised the job vacancy and that no 
suitably-qualifi ed UK national applied. 

“Passing this test could be quite hard 
when there are many UK citizens who are suitably skilled and would 
love to work in football. There’s no appeals process where a club can 
argue a certain overseas analyst is better qualifi ed. The system has 
no opportunity for subjective argument.”

While there are FA provisions for ‘performance managers’, which 
can encompass certain physiotherapy and coaching positions, clubs 
may have to change their hiring policies.

And there is still one fi nal issue jeopardising a smooth footballing 
Brexit. The FA and Premier League are lobbying the Government hard, 
b l f he same outcome.

h k f glish football?” Dunne asks. “On this point, 
h i d the FA have diametrically opposite interests.

h h an opportunity for more English players to 
h h ly commercial terms, however, the Premier 
i h o the economy.”
dd h have got an inherent incentive to increase the 

b f l h l rs – and if the FA are no longer subject to EU 
l h h hi g to stop them insisting that a team’s FA Cup 

hd d have fi ve or six Englishmen in it – but then the 
ll h back massively if, for example, any quotas 

i l i nality grounds.”
d d f h overnment’s a bit busy. “I sometimes wonder 

wh h f b ll i hat high up on everyone’s priority list,” Geey 
d l grees. “If you’re agriculture, the oil industry, 

h i l h ever, you’re probably higher up the pecking 
d hi k f erspective, at a time like this, is something 

h f b ll ld d y well to heed.”
i b i l i di ous possibilities. No one knows exactly what 

i ill d f b ll d Dunne isn’t merely doom-mongering when 
li hi di i f “a very negative outcome for the Premier 

l h ernment negotiates an extraordinary deal”.
h h thing is going to be resolved anytime soon. 

h i t wrote in April that: “Mrs May now accepts that a trade 
d l i h h enter into force before Britain leaves. That 

f b idging arrangement will be needed, perhaps 
l i f h ears, during which time Mrs May has hinted 
h i i ld the rules of the single market, including 

f f workers.”
l ll  F FourTwo that while she opposes Brexit, “This 

i h i ing time in immigration history for decades. 
hi i ossible.” That certainly is exciting – and just 

a li l bi terrifying.

B R E X I T

“OVER THE nEXT 18 MOnTHS PLAYERS COULD 
BE SIGnED On LOnGER DEALS – OnCE THEY’RE 
In,  IT’S MUCH HARDER TO GET RID OF THEM”

Bottom Englishman Boris 
Johnson’s transfer value 
could rocket after Brexit...

something fairly similar to Champions League squads, where you’re 
allowed 17 foreign players, so we put that system in there, ranging 
from three foreign players to 17. Having only three is really diffi cult. 
We entered a small percentage chance of the Bosman ruling being 
scrapped entirely, a tiny percentage chance of Scotland declaring 
independence and then an even smaller percentage chance of 
Northern Ireland doing the same. The game features hundreds 

“Some people believe it was a political statement. Far from it! 

“Great game… ruined because of Brexit!” began the one-star review 
of the new release. “When you get midway into season 3 of the game 
it tells you Britain leaves the EU. Time for celebrations right… wrong. 
Once this happens you have to get work permits for ALL EU players. 

Jacobson laughed then and still laughs now. “He’s saying, ‘Brexit is 
Football Manager so it’s ruined my game.’ Football Manager so it’s ruined my game.’ Football Manager

Well, you voted for something that may damage football in exactly the 

“If people don’t like us putting things that are happening in the real 
world into the game, then they shouldn’t be playing our game. And at 

“ T H E  FA  S E E S  T H I S  A S  A N  O P P O R T U N I T Y  F O R  M O R E  E N G L I S H  P L AY E R S 
 –  B U T  T H E  P R E M I E R  L E A G U E  I S  W O R T H  M O R E  T O  T H E  E C O N O M Y ”
Footballers could yet be excepted from British work permit law, says 
Maria Patsalos: “A lot of people are lobbying for ‘carve-out’ – for the 
football industry, the fi nance industry, the construction industry 
or other industries. And if there are indeed carve-outs, the 
football industry would be in a strong position.” Another 

Football Manager
is ‘freedom of movement for entertainers’ – which 

Brexit. The FA and Premier League are lobbying the Government hard, 
but not necessarily for the same outcome.

“Who’s speaking for English football?” Dunne asks. “On this point, 
the Premier League and the FA have diametrically opposite interests.

“The FA sees this as an opportunity for more English players to 
come through. In purely commercial terms, however, the Premier 
League is worth more to the economy.”

Geey adds: “The FA have got an inherent incentive to increase the 
number of English players – and if the FA are no longer subject to EU 
laws, then there’s nothing to stop them insisting that a team’s FA Cup 
matchday squad must have fi ve or six Englishmen in it – but then the 
Premier League will push back massively if, for example, any quotas 
are put in place on nationality grounds.”

And don’t forget, the Government’s a bit busy. “I sometimes wonder 
whether football is not that high up on everyone’s priority list,” Geey 
muses. Raymond Boyle agrees. “If you’re agriculture, the oil industry, 
pharmaceuticals or whatever, you’re probably higher up the pecking 
order. I think a sense of perspective, at a time like this, is something 
that football would do very well to heed.”

Brexit brings multitudinous possibilities. No one knows exactly what 
it will do to football, and Dunne isn’t merely doom-mongering when 
revealing his prediction of “a very negative outcome for the Premier 
League... unless the Government negotiates an extraordinary deal”.

Whatever happens, nothing is going to be resolved anytime soon.
The Economist wrote in April that: “Mrs May now accepts that a trade The Economist wrote in April that: “Mrs May now accepts that a trade The Economist
deal with the EU cannot enter into force before Britain leaves. That 
means some sort of bridging arrangement will be needed, perhaps 
lasting for two or three years, during which time Mrs May has hinted 
that Britain could accept the rules of the single market, including 

free movement of EU workers.”
Patsalos tells FourFourTwo

is the most exciting time in immigration history for decades. 
Anything is possible.” That certainly is exciting – and just 

a little bit terrifying.
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RB Leipzig may be 
the club Germany loves 
to hate – but according 
to their sporting director 

Ralf Rangnick, the Bulls are 
shaking up the Bundesliga 
with brains over branding
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or Ralf Rangnick, life these days is rarely dull. Less than 
12 months ago, he was at Wembley being interviewed 
for the England manager’s job. Now he’s in his offi ce in 
Leipzig, denying suggestions that he nearly became an 
astronaut, while sat beside a man who’s dressed up as 
the world’s most mischievous bull.

“Danke schon, Bulli!” Rangnick chuckles as RB Leipzig’s smirking and 
nose-ringed mascot departs with a fi st bump for FourFourTwo, having 
dropped by to greet us on our visit to the club that delivered one of the 
most surprising stories of 2016-17 – fi nishing second in the Bundesliga.

Rangnick has proved the mastermind behind the Bulls’ progress this 
term, so FFT have fl own to Germany to spend a week fi nding out how 
he’s made it happen and hear some tales about an amazing life and 
career. Wikipedia reports that the man known as ‘The Professor’ was 
once an accomplished astrophysicist – claims later echoed by several 
newspapers – with online sources asserting he was shortlisted to join 
Germany’s space programme. Yet, this is all news to the man himself.

“I’ve got nothing to do with science!” he laughs. “I studied English 
and PE at university – and I wanted to become a teacher.” Instead, 
he became one of football’s most infl uential men.

Rangnick may not be that well known outside of Germany, but this 
is the man who popularised the modern pressing game and the man 
who wrote the manual from which Jurgen Klopp & Co. followed. He is 
also the man who took Hoffenheim from third-tier obscurity to the top 
of the Bundesliga in two and a half years. Now they, like Leipzig, have 
sealed a maiden Champions League qualifi cation.

F

“ W E ’ R E  L I K E 
T H E  O X F O R D  O R 
C A M B R I D G E  O F 

F O O T B A L L ” 

R a L F
R A n G n I C K

Words Chris Flanagan Photography Michael Bader

A n D 
T H A T ’ S  n O

B U L L



Clockwise from top left 
Leipzig’s players are put 
through their paces; as 
Rangnick and long-term 
confi dent Gross discuss 
tactics; Die Bullen take 
a scientifi c approach to 
training; to assist Ralph 
Hasenhuttl’s youthful 
squad; Scottish winger 
Burke has thrived since 
securing a £13 million
move to Germany last 
summer; Ralf shares his 
ambitions for the future 
with the club’s members
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Rangnick is also the man who guided Schalke to the Champions 
League semi-fi nals for the only time in their history. And when he’d 
done that, he set about guiding RB Leipzig from the fourth tier to the 
Bundesliga, and an astonishing debut campaign when they were the 
only team to ever really rival Bayern Munich.

With a CV as good as that, perhaps it’s not entirely surprising that 
he received a phone call last summer, not long after England’s loss 
to Iceland at Euro 2016. Roy Hodgson had stood down. FA technical 
director Dan Ashworth wanted Ralf to head to Wembley for a chat.

“Dan fi rst contacted me in 2012 and invited me to an interview at 
West Bromwich Albion,” the 58-year-old says. “He offered me the job 
but I knew he was probably going to join the FA, so I turned it down.

“After the Euros he called me again and asked if I would come for 
an interview for the England job. I said, ‘How realistic is that?’ He said 
that if it was up to him it would be very realistic, but that there were 
some other people on the board who’d also have a say, and a few of 
them thought it should be an Englishman. Of course, that’s normal. 
Three days after I went for the interview, they informed me that Sam 
Allardyce would be taking over as manager.”

“WE ARE PROVING THAT EXPERIENCE IS OVERRATED”
Back in 2012, when the opportunity arose to succeed Hodgson at The 
Hawthorns (Steve Clarke was eventually appointed), another offer was 
also on the table. It was from Red Bull’s supremo Dietrich Mateschitz.

Initially, Mateschitz wanted Rangnick to become the new manager 
of Red Bull Salzburg. Rangnick wasn’t keen, so Red Bull returned with 
a second proposal: to become 
the sporting director of not one 
but two football clubs: Red Bull 
Salzburg as well as RB Leipzig. 
The latter had been founded 
three years earlier after Red 
Bull bought SSV Markranstadt, 
a tiny team from a town a few 
miles outside Leipzig. The new 
Leipzig had just been promoted 
from the German fi fth tier, but 
then spent a couple of seasons 
unsuccessfully trying to secure 
promotion to the third division.

“I decided to accept the offer as it was a new experience,” Rangnick 
says. “For three years I was sporting director of two different clubs in 
two different countries. All of the travelling was not so easy, so in 2015 
I decided to put my full focus just on Leipzig.”

So what does a sporting director actually do? Well, quite a lot, as it 
happens. When FFT visit, his fi rst appointment of the day is fi rst-team 
training: the players have gone through their warm-up routines and 
are about to start the proper session when Rangnick leaves his offi ce 
overlooking the pitch and wanders out onto the grass. He shakes hands 
with his staff but seems content to stand and watch in the background 
while manager Ralph Hasenhuttl puts the players through their paces.

The 49-year-old Austrian took charge at the start of the campaign 
after Rangnick had stepped in to coach the side during the 2015-16 
season, securing promotion to the top fl ight.

“That was an emergency situation!” Rangnick laughs now. “We had 
spoken to Thomas Tuchel, who decided to manage Borussia Dortmund 
instead, and we also spoke with Ralph Hasenhuttl, who had just won 
promotion with Ingolstadt. However, he called me up and said, ‘Sorry, 
it’ll break my heart if I have to leave this club’.

“It would have the been the number three or number four solution 
for a new coach, so I said to my wife that I’d have to do it for a season. 
Hopefully we would then get to the Bundesliga and convince the right 
man – which is what happened with Ralph.”

Hasenhuttl swiftly led Die Roten Bullen to top spot in the Bundesliga, 
a remarkable achievement that surpassed everyone’s expectations in 
the summer. “We were quite optimistic we could enjoy a trouble-free 
season, but nobody expected where we have fi nished up,” Rangnick 
says. “It’s sensational what has happened.”

Even more so when you consider the lack of household names in 
the fi rst team. The club invested in players last summer, but almost 
all of the arrivals were little known. Timo Werner, 21, and Naby Keita, 
22, are just two of those who have thrived. Keita, like several others 
among Leipzig’s squad, gained regular minutes for Red Bull Salzburg 
before sealing a move to the Bundesliga.

As sporting director, Rangnick is the man responsible for identifying 
new signings and his recruitment strategy is specifi c – unlike most 
clubs who’ve got some money to spend, they actively avoid chasing 
big stars, instead focusing on prospects.

“When I fi rst spoke to Mr Mateschitz before coming to Red Bull, he 
asked me what I would change if I was in charge,” Rangnick explains. 
“I said, ‘Everything!’ Both Salzburg and Leipzig had pretty old squads 
– 29 the average age in Salzburg, 28 in Leipzig. I said I’d rather recruit 
players who sign their fi rst or second contracts of their career with us, 
because then the motivation is different.”

Case in point: one of his very fi rst signings at Salzburg, a 20-year-old 
Sadio Mané. “We don’t bring in players older than 23 or 24,” Rangnick 
adds. “We have the youngest team in the Bundesliga. If you weigh up 
experience against youth – being able to sprint, being willing to invest 
a lot of energy – I think we are proving that experience is overrated.”

The policy has been serving Leipzig well so far, although there’s one 
decision Rangnick admits that he got wrong – the time he said no to 
a 25-year-old Fleetwood Town forward.

“We were trying to sign Joe Gomez from Charlton and his agent told 
me it was a shame I wasn’t interested in older players, because he’d 

got this player who would be 
perfect for Leipzig,” Rangnick 
reveals. “At some point, every 
manager in the world has said 
no to someone who later on 
turned out to be a top player. 
This player was Jamie Vardy, 
and in that transfer window 
he ended up joining Leicester.”

After several more attempts 
to sign players from England, 
Rangnick eventually recruited 
Scottish wideman Oliver Burke 
from Nottingham Forest last 

August, spending a club-record £13 million on the talented teenager. 
“When I was young, people spoke of ‘splendid isolation’ in England, 

and in a way it’s still true today,” Rangnick says. “It’s very diffi cult to 
convince players to leave the island. Oliver is the fi rst player that we 
managed to convince. We saw videos of his previous four games with 
Nottingham Forest and after fi ve minutes I said, ‘Yes, he has a lot of 
assets we need.’ He’s 1.88m, fast as lightning, good on the ball with 
a good fi nish and he can win aerial duels.”

“WE ARE THE OXFORD, CAMBRIDGE, HARVARD OR YALE OF FOOTBALL”
Details are something Rangnick pays close attention to. When Leipzig 
recruit youngsters, they don’t just get a rough idea of their speed from 
watching them play. Instead, at their impressive €35m training facility 
– the equal of any facility in Germany – they ask players to go down to 
the basement and do a timed 30-metre sprint on an artifi cial running 
track, which has been repaired since cleaners confused it for a carpet 
and vacuumed it! Speeds are obtained a tad more subtly for potential 
fi rst-team signings – they use GPS data.

Rangnick’s next appointment of the day relates to another of these 
details, as he sits in during a presentation regarding injury prevention. 
New Zealander Mark Palmer, a specialist on the subject, is sharing his 
expertise with the rest of Leipzig’s staff.

The club’s approach is undoubtedly scientifi c, with only the one old 
school element to the shiny new facility – a hardly-used sprinting hill 
with views of the 43,000-capacity Red Bull Arena. Some have jokingly 
called it the ‘Felix Magath Memorial Hill.’ The ex-Fulham and Bayern 
Munich manager isn’t dead, and he’s never worked for Leipzig. He is 
just famous for his boot camp philosophy.

“EVERY  MAnAGER  In  THE  WORLD  HAS  SAID  nO 
TO  SOMEOnE  WHO TURnED  OUT  TO  BE  A  TOP 

PLAYER,  AnD  MInE  WAS JAMIE  VARDY”

R a L F
R A n G n I C K



Clockwise from top left 
Rangnick has a hands-on 
approach around Leipzig’s 
state-of-the-art training 
complex; and is happy to 
take the lead in coaching 
meetings; You can’t beat 
a bit of Bulli, right?; Ralf 
Rangnick: licence to thrill; 
Hasenhuttl is leading the 
fi rst-teamers into Europe 
next season; but Leipzig’s 
focus remains fi rmly on 
their future generations
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Rangnick soon heads back to his offi ce to make some calls. When 
you’re a sporting director, there are lots of people to keep up to speed.

“My job is almost everything which belongs to the sporting side of 
the club,” he says. “It’s important to be successful in the short term, 
but you also have to bear in mind what decisions to take in order to 
develop the club in 12 months or two years.”

Indeed, Rangnick is looking even further ahead, as he dons his coat 
and heads down to a training session for youngsters, who have been 
invited to see what RB Leipzig have to offer. Around 700 children are 
visiting over the next few days as part of a scheme Rangnick created 
with an eye on the future. Similar plans are already paying off at Red 
Bull Salzburg, who’ve just beaten PSG, Atletico Madrid, Barcelona and 
Benfi ca to win the U19 UEFA Youth League.

Leipzig’s sporting director is joined pitchside by 70-year-old Helmut 
Gross, a bespectacled fl at cap-wearer and Rangnick’s advisor. The duo 
fi rst met in the mid-80s when a young Ralf – then coach of Stuttgart’s 
second team – had his attention grabbed by Gross’ revolutionary new 
tactics at amateur club Geislingen. It was the beginning of the modern 
German pressing game, made famous decades later by Klopp et al.

Together, Rangnick and Gross perfected and popularised the system, 
combining elements of the tactics they had seen employed by Valeriy 
Lobanovskyi at Dynamo Kiev and Arrigo Sacchi at Milan. They bought 
a video player and used it so much to study Sacchi’s great Milan side 
that the machine eventually stopped working. “VHS players were a lot 
of money back then and I had to buy it myself – not through a club,” 
Gross explains. “You needed two of them so you could cut the videos, 
and one of them broke down.”

The pair worked together to 
create coaching programmes 
for the Wurttemberg Football 
Association – the area where 
Klopp comes from. Gross did 
all of this while also working 
in construction and helped to 
build bridges during the day. 

“There are two things that 
infl uence our idea of football 
and they’re worldwide facts,” 
Rangnick says. “Number one: 
your biggest chance to score 
a goal is within 10 seconds of winning the ball. Number two: the 
highest chance to win it back after losing it is within eight seconds.

“So when you win the ball, try to look for forward passes. Don’t 
waste time with square passes because then the 10 seconds are 
gone. And when you do lose it, counter pressing – winning the ball 
back as soon as possible – is our fi rst ambition.”

Gross then chips in: “We want to control the game even when the 
opponent has the ball. We try to outnumber the opposition near the 
ball in every situation, when we have the ball and when we don’t.”

The pair describe teaching their players this pressing game as like 
installing software onto a computer – it’s much easier to instil into 
younger players, as their ‘hard drive’ is clean.

“When they sign they should be blue chips – highly talented young 
players,” Rangnick says. “Then, with our quality coaching staff, they 
can grow. We tend to call ourselves the Oxford, Cambridge, Harvard 
or Yale of football. We want to offer players the best possible staff 
and surroundings, so that they can develop.”

“IN ENGLAND, FANS WOULD PROBABLY BE HAPPY TO HAVE RED BULL”
Rangnick may not have been an Oxbridge student but he did spend 
a year of his degree in England, at the University of Sussex in 1980. 
It was one of the happiest years of his life – even if he had to spend 
three weeks of it stuck in Chichester Hospital.

“I lived in Lewes, near Brighton, with a host family,” he says. “I’d 
get the train to London twice a week to see a match – it was great. 
Brighton were in the First Division and I tried to join their squad, but 
couldn’t as students needed a work permit. I probably wouldn’t have 
been good enough anyway, so I went to play for Southwick and in 
the second game for them I broke three ribs and perforated a lung!”

Rangnick’s playing career wasn’t distinguished, but he’s made up 
for it since. The esteem in which he is held in Leipzig is clear during 
his fi nal appointment of the day – a 60-minute conversation with 
25 of the club’s supporting members, where he reveals his vision for 
the months ahead and answers questions from the dedicated fans. 
It’s a noticeably convivial gathering with people hugely appreciative 
of the job he’s done since arriving in 2012.

However, his work hasn’t been appreciated quite so much across 
the rest of Germany, where the club remain an unpopular presence 
in the Bundesliga elite. The great irony, considering that Leipzig have 
become the fi rst club from the former communist East Germany to 
achieve any great success since reunifi cation, is that rival supporters 
accuse them of capitalism – of progressing up the football ladder 
only because of the backing from Red Bull.

That there are only 25 people in this room is one of the criticisms 
of RB Leipzig, whose membership is closely controlled. Many think 
they’ve gone against the spirit of Germany’s ‘50+1’ rule, where the 
members must own more than half the club. Most teams have got 
thousands but Leipzig’s voting members, who have an actual say 
in the running of the club, are a relatively small cluster – many of 
them with a link to Red Bull. The 25 in attendance here are part of 
an additional, but still small, group of supporting members, who do 
not have full voting rights but are kept informed of any future plans.

Leipzig have had to deal with plenty of vitriol from the fans of other 
teams. A bull’s head was thrown onto the pitch during a cup clash at 
Dynamo Dresden back in August. And in February, Borussia Dortmund 
were ordered to close the Yellow Wall for one game after supporters 

unveiled a host of offensive 
banners towards Leipzig, 
while visiting fans were 
attacked before kick-off. 
Despite those incidents, 
Rangnick believes that all 
of the antipathy aimed at 
the club is calming down.

“I feel it’s been reduced,” 
he explains. “It was worse 
in the third division than it 
is now – we didn’t just buy 
players for £20m and £25m. 

All of the players we have signed, many other clubs could have got 
as well. But some see us as a competitor – we are new and different, 
so it’s normal what has happened. We still have this ‘50+1’ regulation, 
whereas in England the supporters of some clubs would probably be 
quite happy to have someone like Red Bull.”

Red Bull also owns New York Red Bulls in MLS and Red Bull Brasil – 
but Rangnick does not anticipate them moving into English football.

“No, I don’t think so,” he says. “If there was a club in England and 
they were successful, they’d play in Europe and you’d have the issue 
of both teams being allowed to take part.”

Leipzig want to keep their best players as they target a successful 
Champions League campaign in 2017-18. Making the next step in 
the league, and pipping Bayern to claim top spot, is another matter.

“Bayern have eight or 10 times the amount of fi nancial weapons 
so I don’t think it’s realistic to win the title,” Rangnick says. “Maybe 
in a couple of years. The main challenge will be to manage a good 
Champions League season, plus a good season in the Bundesliga.”

And even if the FA came calling for his services once again, Ralf 
would be hugely reluctant to leave Leipzig.

“In football it’s hard to say never, but I am absolutely happy here,” 
he insists. “I couldn’t just leave this for good. If somebody had asked 
me to do a job like England and nothing else, I would fi nd it almost 
impossible to give this up. I’d want to stay on, at least as an advisor.

“There’s too much effort, too much passion and too much energy 
that I have invested over the last fi ve years. When I started in 2012, 
we were in level four playing in front of 4,000 people. Now there’s 10 
times that. The tempo of development’s been amazing. I thought we 
could make the Bundesliga in six years, not four, and this season has 
been a dream. Now it’s starting to be fun.”

R a L F
R A n G n I C K

“ I  nEEDED  A  WORK PERMIT  TO  JO In  BR IGHTOn SO 
I  PLAYED  FOR  SOUTHWICK.  In  MY SECOnD GAME 
I  BROKE  THREE  R IBS  AnD  PERFORATED  A  LUnG”
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ALTERNATIVE



BEST NIALL QUINN 
TRIBUTE AND 
SELF-COMPARISON 
TO OUR LORD JESUS

The famous names 
have been dropping 
like fl ies during the 
last year, but luckily 
for some there has 
been a professional 
footballer on hand 
to save the day. In 
Poole, Jame Beattie 
showed an unusual 
turn of pace to help 
two kids marooned 
on a yacht (“I acted 
on instinct, but too 
many people were 
getting phones out 
to video it”), while 
Sunderland winger 
Duncan Watmore 
valiantly kept some 
pensioners afl oat 
after a speedboat 
crash in Barbados. 
Francis Kone wins 
top gong, though, 
after saving the life 
of opposing keeper 
Martin Berkovec in 
a Czech First League 
game. “I’m always 
checking players 
haven’t swallowed 
their tongue,” he 
said. “I’ve done it  
four times now!”

FOOTBALL 
SUPERHERO 
OF THE YEAR

FourFourTwo.com July 2017 81

The work of master craftsman Emanuel Santos sent the internet 
into Photoshop meltdown in March, after his “likeness” of Cristiano 
Ronaldo was unveiled at Madeira Airport. The bust was compared to 
Paul Konchensky, Raoul Moat and the gobby clad head off Art Attack, 
but most of all it resembled former Ireland battle horse Niall Quinn. 
“I was delighted – I was trending on Twitter!” he later told FFT. While 
Santos claimed: “It’s impossible to please the Greeks and the Trojans. 
Neither did Jesus please everyone.” Not quite the same, is it mate?

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

O
h, we know, it’s an awfully tough job being 
a match offi cial, and we’re all so unfair on 
the men making high-pressured decisions 
in real time, while we pour over the replay 

in Ultra HD slow-mo shouting about them being myopic 
morons. But refs really are a funny bunch. 

Take the Sky Sports programme, The Referees, Onside 
With Carragher & Neville, which was supposed to foster 
some empathy in us for those despised Premier League 
card-molesters. However, does any moment from the 
show stick in your mind other than Mike Dean’s terrible 
prancing, fi nger-wagging goal celebration (pursued by 
his fellow balding sociopaths) after he spoons the ball 
clumsily in from one yard during a fi ve-a-side fi xture 
among the men in black? No, us neither.

And sometimes, an offi cial will still do something so 
baffl ing that our eye-popping mania is justifi ed. Keith 
Stroud, for example, should be forced to sit and read 
the Big Book of Ref Rules – in the stocks, in Newcastle 
town centre, at closing time – after his barmy decision 
to award Burton a free-kick when a successful Toon pen 
was encroached upon. Not knowing the penalty should 
be re-taken was bad enough, but not discussing it with 
his assistants after forgetting the rules was unforgivable. 

And yet even that was topped by sympathy void Tim 
Robinson, who yellow-carded Cameron McGeehan for 
punching the pitch – despite the fact the Luton Town 
midfi elder was merely expressing his understandable 
frustration having just had his leg broken in an away 
game at Portsmouth. Petty, Tim, petty...

THE BRONZE WHISTLE FOR 
REFEREEING INCOMPETENCE

four times now



BORIS JOHNSON 
COMMENDATION FOR 
CULTURAL AWARENESS

Fast Show regular, 
Competitive Dad – 
who’d repeatedly 
thrash his kids at 
cricket, tennis and 
even weightlifting 
– has fi nally come 
to life in the form 
of former Liverpool, 
Spurs and Ireland 
man Robbie Keane, 
as his new favourite 
game since leaving 
LA Galaxy seems to 
be publicly pranking 
his six-year old son, 
Robert. First a video 
emerged of Keano 
plundering a strike 
into a backyard net 
beyond the unlucky 
infant, then getting 
all up in his grill to 
celebrate. Later on, 
Keane Senior fi lms 
himself tricking the 
lad with the classic 
‘look into this bottle 
of water and then 
get squirted in the 
face’ trick, howling 
with laughter at his 
wet face. Cruel, but 
character-building.

THE ‘YER DA’ 
AWARD FOR 
COMMITMENT 
TO DAD-ON-
SON PRANKS

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

LONGER-THAN-
MESSI’S-LIFETIME 
ACHIEVEMENT
Fifty may be the entry age for walking football, but in 
Japan, Kazuyoshi Miura has kept on running. Despite 
being born in the same year as Roberto Baggio, Dan 
Petrescu and Jurgen Klopp (1967), King Kazu is still 
playing professionally at 50: only the second man to 
achieve the feat, after Stanley Matthews. 
He smashed the Stoke magician’s record 
back in March, too, becoming the oldest 
person to play in a pro game by turning 
out for Yokohama (his J-League 2 club 
for the last 12 years) in a 1-1 
draw with V-Varen Nagasaki. 
And he’s also now the oldest 
goalscorer in the history of 
the sport (“I had the vibes of 
a goal,” he said after netting 
at home to Thespakusatsu). 

The extent of his legend 
at home in Japan can’t be 
overstated: to get an idea, 
imagine that another man 
born in ’67, Paul Gascoigne 
– who, like Kazuyoshi, was 
his country’s best player in 
the 1990s – was still doing 
the business for an English 
outfi t in the second division. 
Kazu was Japan’s fi rst star, 
the fi rst Japanese winner of 
the Asian Player of the Year 
Award (1993) and scored 
the goals they required en 
route to World Cup 1998. 

It’s 2017, and being a d**khead 
is back in fashion – the Alt-Right 
keyboard warriors will inform you 
that Conservatism’s now the new 
counter-culture, as long as mum 
will let them use her computer – 
but we weren’t expecting former 
Spurs man Paulinho to be at the 
vanguard of cultural insensitivity. 

Having signed for Guangzhou 
Evergrande for a yacht-load of 
dosh, the 28-year-old Brazilian 
managed to break two Chinese 
cultural taboos in one fell swoop. 

He posed with porn star Tsukasa 
Aoi, despite pornography being 
illegal there and – as the tabloids 
told us with a big, judge-y face 
– being RELIGIOUS and MARRIED, 
as if he’d had a live orgy rather 
than just posed for a daft photo. 
But worse still: the stunt was for 
an online betting company, and 
gambling is also illegal in China. 

This scandalous promotion led 
to talk of deportation, but in the 
end nothing came of the furore 
and he got a slap on the wrist.

He debuted in 1986 – before our guest editor was 
even born – which makes this his 32nd consecutive 
season of action. He won 89 international caps and 
netted 55 goals, and even has a trademark dance. 

So what’s his secret? “I just try to stay positive and 
keep fi ghting,” he says, humbly. And he’s not giving it 
the big one after going past Stan’s landmark. “I may 
have surpassed him in longevity but I won’t ever be 
able to match the career he had,” insists Kazuyoshi. 
And there’s no plan to retire yet. Blimey.
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tough fi eld to judge, as it has been a bumper annum for 
freeloading celebs waltzing their way into corporate boxes. 
Anchorman star Will Ferrell popped up at Anfi eld, sparking 
rumours that he’s a Red, despite him previously professing 
to follow Chelsea and claiming his Mourinho mockery at 
the GQ Awards played a part in Jose’s sacking.

Daniel Craig’s trip to watch Liverpool prompted a bizarre 
witter meltdown from Talksport’s Mike Parry – who, just like 
raig, is from Chester. “007 belongs to this nation, not one 

football club,” the presenter burbled, getting a bit confused 
between real people and the ones on the telly. 

Meanwhile, almost the entire cast of Game Of Thrones bowled 
up at Sevilla-Barcelona including the blonde dragon-riding one, 
the witty, drunk dwarf one, the one who gets his penis chopped 
off and the one who gets his testicles chopped off.

But even that motley crew couldn’t top Julia Roberts. She may 
be an Academy Award winner, UNICEF Ambassador, acclaimed 
producer and fi ve-time People Magazine World’s Most Beautiful 
Woman victor, but she needs to work on her soccer small talk. 
“You played amazing as usual,” she told Sergio Ramos, straight 
after he had been dismissed in a last-gasp Clasico loss to Barça. 
Ramos’ face was forced into a rictus Mona Lisa Smile.

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

MOST BAFFLING HALF-
TIME ENTERTAINMENT
With few chances and no goals in the fi rst half, punters at Derby County’s 
September encounter with Blackburn Rovers may have been wondering 
what they would talk about during the break.
Fortunately for them, a giant fi sh waddled out onto the playing surface 

before eating a man whole and quickly regurgitating him, sans clothing. 
The unfortunate victim had punted a ball into the greedy guppy’s dangly 

bits. In a rage, the scaly scamp – called ‘Mackeral Jordan’, and previously 
seen at various sporting events in the USA – gobbled down his prey inside 
the Pride Park penalty area, before spitting out his shirt, shoes and slacks.

THE CELEBRITY TERRACE CITATION
A tough fi eld to judge
freeloading celebs waltzing their way into corporate boxes. 
Anchorman

Twitter meltdown
Craig, 
football clu
between real people and 

THE CELEBRITY TERRACE CITATION
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f u thought Enner Valencia’s season – mostly spent on loan at Everton – 
s been uneventful, you would be wrong. In the 82nd minute of Ecuador’s 
rld Cup qualifi er against Chile in Quito, Valencia hit the deck complaining 

altitude sickness. As he was carted off on the back of a medical buggy 
eiving oxygen, police offi cers started to chase him around the perimeter 
he stadium in slapstick fashion. It transpired Valencia had been involved 

dispute over child maintenance payments. Although the arrest warrant 
was later revoked, that wasn’t enough to stop everyone whistling Yakety Sax.

EST BENNY HILL TRIBUTE ACT

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

MOST OVERDUE 
STADIUM OPENING 
All right, Wembley had its problems, opened a year 
late and went a hefty 81 per cent over budget, but 
the new Krestovsky Stadium, home of Zenit Saint 
Petersburg, makes the London shambles seem like 
a model of good governance. 

The 68,000-capacity ‘Spaceship’ has encountered 
every conceivable obstacle en route to opening. Built 
on the site of the old Kirov Stadium, which could hold 
100,000 people and was nestled on bleak, but lovely, 
Krestovsky Island, it was initially funded by Gazprom. 
But the zillionaire petrol-pumpers chose to channel 
their money to a different project in 2009, and City 

Hall had to stump up the cash instead. The main 
contractor soon walked out amid talk of an unpaid 
billion-ruble bill, after which the project was then 
plagued by fl ooding and damage.

Last November, a FIFA team discovered that the 
playing fi eld itself was unstable – it literally shook – 
while investigative journalists claimed that North 
Korean “slaves” were being used as workers and 
the roof leaks (it’s said that heavy snowfall might 
collapse it entirely). No wonder the city turned to 
God, asking 20 Orthodox priests to hold a service 
last year, in the hope of speeding up construction.

The cost has now run to around $1bn (a sevenfold 
increase, according to the Financial Times, although 
estimates vary wildly), and alas stinks of the kind of 
corruption that Russian businesses are trying to rid 
themselves of before the world starts to arrive next 
summer: a city governor has already been arrested 
regarding subcontractor kickbacks.

But it is now ready – nine years behind schedule. 
The doors opened in April, as Zenit defeated Ural 
Yekaterinburg, who ended up with eight men, 2-0. 
Russia will play one World Cup group game there 
and it will host a semi-fi nal. Better late than never.

If you thought Enner Valencia’s season – mostly spent on loan at Everton – 
has been uneventful, you
World Cup qualifi er against Chile in Quito, Valencia hit the deck
of altitude sickness.
receiving oxygen, police offi cers 
of the 

in a dispute over child maintenance 
was later 

BEST BENNY HILL TRIBUTE ACT
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Growing up being comfortable 
and wildly rich doesn’t buy you 
automatic happiness. But if you 
don’t want to cause an outbreak 
of wrong-way back-rubbing, it’s 
wise not to moan about minor 
hardships as if you’ve just been 
busted down to a zero hours 
contract in Sports Direct.

First up was the former Ajax, 
Everton and Dutch international 
defender Johnny Heitinga, who 
complained he could no longer 
afford a private jet. “In the past 
we would sometimes charter 
one but we don’t do that now,” 
he said. “When I was playing we 
had a lot more money coming in  
and expenditures were likewise.” 
His wife Charlotte-Sophie added: 
“We are trying to get used to it, 
as we cannot easily go to Paris, 
Milan or New York for shopping 
and sometimes that is diffi cult.”

Our thoughts and prayers go 
out at this diffi cult time.

But some truly title-winning 
grumbling came from Patrick 
Bamford. The forward griped 
about his “nightmare” sat on 
the Burnley subs’ bench and 
former manager Sean Dyche’s 
implication he didn’t want it 
enough. “You’ve been brought 
up nicely and had everything 
handed to you,” is how Paddy 
thought Sean saw him. “Is that 
what people think, just because 
I went to a private school and 
played instruments?” he added.
“I started playing violin at seven, 
hated it and wanted to quit, but 
my dad made me continue and 
I got to grade seven,” he sobbed, 
before going to play a mournful 
lament on his Stradivarius.

THE WORLD’S 
SMALLEST 
VIOLIN LOSS OF 
PERSPECTIVE 
SCHOLARSHIP

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S
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PROGRAMME COVER 
CREATIVITY AWARD 

(WEST MIDLANDS DIVISION)
Once in a while, something new will come along and 
make you wonder why on earth nobody thought of it 
before. Football programme covers are a case in point. 
They have essentially been the same forever: an action 
shot of a popular player, perhaps emerging from some 
kind of Photoshopped vortex if the design team has 
been guzzling too much fi zzy drink. But over the last 
campaign, the West Midlands has seen an explosion 
of raw artistic imagination that has put this brand of 
same-old, same-old to shame.

Wolves set the bar very high with their epic fantasy 
programme covers illustrated by Alexander Wells. An 
absolutely terrifying lupine predator displays its fangs 
as a representation of the opponent’s mascot, helping 
you mentally picture the kind of battle that many fans 
love to imagine. And some of them are just downright 
surreal – wolf vs tractor! Wolf vs mad anthropomorphic 
tree! Wolf vs windmill! – but they’re all brilliant, really.

Gallingly for Wolverhampton, though, neighbouring 
enemies West Brom have only gone and bested them. 
Co-operating with their squad in the most creative way 
possible, each of their programmes this year has had 
an album-themed cover. And they’ve all been a delight: 
Jonas Olsen as Bowie’s Aladdin Sane; Jonathan ‘J-Leko’ 
Leko as Jay-Z on The Black Album; Chris Brunt as Elvis 
Costello; Johnny Evans as Don McLean. Add in some 
reworkings of Sergeant Pepper’s, Born In The USA and 
Defi nitely Maybe, and it has been glorious and bonkers 
from the Baggies this season. We need to encourage 
much more of this kind of thing.



There have been some fi ne 
excuses rolled out by players 
and managers over the years 
– we’re still in stitches about 
the time Kenny Dalglish said 
Newcastle lost to Stevenage 
because their footballs were 
“too bouncy”, and the Ukraine 
side who genuinely thought 
they’d lost to a superb Spain 
in 2006 because they’d been 
kept awake by “croaking frogs”.

The 2016-17 season’s been 
a cracker, too. An honourable 
mention has to go to Zlatan 
Ibrahimovic, who must have 
been inspired by Luis Suarez’s 
claim he had “hit his face on” 
Giorgio Chiellini. But if Zlatan 
does violence upon a man, it 
must be as they encroached 
the personal space of Zlatan: 
ergo, when Tyrone Mings got 
a face-full of elbow, it was his 
own fault. “I jump up – I jump 
high,” said the Swede. “At the 
same time I protect myself. 
Unlucky, he jumps into me.” 
The FA judges weren’t sold, 
imposing a three-game ban. 

But Ross McCormack takes 
top prize. The Villa man soured 
relations with boss Steve Bruce 
after continually turning up late 
for training, and the straw that 
broke the camel’s back came 
when he said his electric gates 
got jammed. “The fence was 
taller than me and I’m not 4ft 
6in,” said the Glaswegian. “It 
was icy and raining. What if I’d 
rolled my ankle?” Bruce wasn’t 
having it. “Not in 20 years of 
management have I publicly 
shamed a player – but I have to 
make a stand because I won’t 
put up with it.” McCormack was 

l h d ff .

THE ALAN 
PARDEW 
AWARD FOR 
HALF-BAKED 
EXCUSES 

THE 
MATTHEW 
LE TISSIER 

AWARD FOR 
MISPLACED 

LOYALTY

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

Many of us have taken a few hours out of our day to 
go and see a game that’s been a dud. Some have 
ventured hundreds of miles. But even the most 
travel-hardened superfan will sympathise with 
supporters of Luch-Energiya Vladivostok 
in Russia’s second divisio . y t e ed 
12,882 miles from their n – 
50 miles north-east of No t o ea –  
Baltika Kaliningrad... and sa a 0 0 d a .

DJURGARDENS IF

BORUSSIA DORTMUND

THE ‘HERE’S ONE I MADE
EARLIER’ AWARD FOR BEST TIFO

promptly shipped off to Forest.

AWARD FOR 
MISPLACED 

s of Luch-Energiya Vladivostok
in Russia’s second division. They trekked
12,882 miles from their home town –

east of North Korea – to 
... and saw a 0-0 draw.
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“Yes, it’s now offi cial – I can fi nally fulfi l one of the dreams of 
my life, to work for a clean and transparent FIFA, with people 
who love football,” Diego Maradona gleefully posted on his 
offi cial Facebook page upon being confi rmed as a Goodwill 
Ambassador by world football’s governing body in February. 
For all of his run-ins with the game’s authorities, he now had 
a chance to give something back. 

“In recognition of his outstanding and unique contribution 
to football, FIFA is looking for the best way to collaborate with 
Diego Armando Maradona, to ensure he plays a major role in 
FIFA activities to promote the game across the globe, through 
his involvement in relevant development projects and FIFA’s 

Legends’ programme,” a FIFA spokesman  
added. All well and good, then. From here  
it’s integrity all the way. Absolutely nothin h t 
will besmirch the image of the beautiful game  
Through sheer goodwill, Maradona, a cha d 
man, is going to clean up this damned old t .
Oh wait, what’s that noise? 

“I didn’t hit you,” Diego snarled at a rep  
24 hours later, following claims he had at  
journalist. “If I’d hit you, you wouldn’t hav f  
One-on-one, I’d destroy you.” 

It was good while it lasted.

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

Some honourable mentions go 
to Djurgardens, Leicester and 
Borussia Dortmund (the latter 
particularly pertinent following 
the attack on the club’s team 
coach ahead of the Champions 
League clash with Monaco) for 
their fantastic tifos this season, 
but the best of the bunch has to 
be Atletico Madrid’s. When Real 
Madrid mocked their neighbours 
ahead of the opening leg of their 
Champions League semi-fi nal tie 
with a stadium-wide banner that 
highlighted their 2014 and 2016 
fi nal victories, Los Colchoneros’ 
supporters hit back a week later 
by simply saying: ‘[We’re] proud 
of not being like you.’ Ooh, catty!

ATLETICO MADRID

REAL MADRID

LEICESTER CITY

LEAST GOODWILL FROM 
A GOODWILL AMBASSADOR

 spokesman soon 
added. All well and good, then. From here on in, 

othing that
game. 

Through sheer goodwill, Maradona, a changed 
old town.

“I didn’t hit you,” Diego snarled at a reporter just 
24 hours later, following claims he had attacked said 

 hit you, you wouldn’t have a nose left. 

A GOODWILL AMBASSADOR



Manchester United have just fought back to 
natch a home win against Middlesbrough 

with two late goals securing three points for 
ose Mourinho’s team.
Their fans are naturally chuffed, and many 
re queuing up to air their elation on MUTV’s 

post-match phone-in.
“Our next caller is in Jamaica,” says host 

Mandy Henry. “We’re heading there to speak 
o Usain – it’s not Usain Bolt is it?” she smirks.
“It is!” comes the reply. Guests Lou Macari 
nd Gordon McQueen don’t look convinced.

“The ref was reffi ng the game very badly but 
they pushed on, persevered,” the caller adds.

Clearly not buying the claim that the man 
on the line is the Olympic legend, Henry asks 
how the fan intends to celebrate the New Year.

“Just home, a few fi reworks,” he says, a tad 
taken aback by the bizarre turn in questioning.

Henry then wraps up: “Very nice, Usain, very 
nice. Well, you enjoy it. Thanks for phoning in.”

Soon after, Bolt tweeted: “Come on lads, of 
course it was me on MUTV just now.”

At least they bagged that fi reworks scoop.

BEST PHONE-IN CAMEO 
FROM AN OLYMPIAN

E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

MOST BAFFLING SHOW 
OF FAN DISPLEASURE

It’s been a season of discontent in the Football 
League – and rightly so. Supporters of Charlton, 
Leyton Orient, Coventry and Blackpool – among 
others – have protested using an assortment of 
attention-grabbing methods, but they haven’t 
had to resort to propelling small explosives or 
dead rodents. Well, not yet.

Fans of Serie A strugglers Pescara became so 
irked by the club’s early-season displays – they 
had failed to win any of their fi rst 16 matches 
after gaining promotion in 2015-16 – that they 
decided to gatecrash the Dolphins’ Christmas 
party and protest against it.

They hurled fi reworks at the restaurant in 
which their underperforming former heroes 
were trying to dine, forcing the club president 
Deniele Sebastiani to step in and boom back: 
“Football is a sport, not a war.”

The fans didn’t listen, and when the poor 
form continued, they set alight two cars on 
Sebastiani’s driveway – he announced he 
would leave the club by the end of the year.

The local authorities, as well as the players, 
rallied round the infuriated owner, but that 
did not lead to an upturn in form. Pescara’s 
relegation back to Serie B was confi rmed 

before the end of April with just 14 points from 
33 matches, three of those coming thanks to 
Sassuolo fi elding an ineligible player in August.

But Pescara’s fans look unimaginative when 
compared to those of Danish giants Brondby.

With fi erce rivals FC Copenhagen visiting for 
a crucial clash, a small number of Brondbistas 
lobbed dead rats at any opposing player who 
dared approach their nearest corner fl ag. How 
they got them past security is anyone’s guess.

“Players are used to having beers and more 
thrown at them,” Copenhagen wrote in their 
offi cial match report. “But dead rats...” Quite.

Manchester United have just 
snatch
with two 
Jose Mourinho’s 

are queuing up to air their elation on MUTV’s 
post-match phone-in.

Mandy Henry. “We’re heading there to speak 
to Usain 

and Gordon McQueen don’t look convinced.

BEST PHONE-IN CAMEO 
FROM AN OLYMPIAN

party and protest against itparty and protest against itparty . relegation back to Serie B was confi rmed 



E n D  O F  S E A S O n
A W A R D S

Samir Nasri is never likely to be 
a player who will get too much 
public sympathy in the face of 
misfortune, a fact that became 
entirely apparent when he had 
the mother of all so i l d a 
ordeals over the fes  d.

Having impressed   fi  
few months of a loa   
Sevilla, things appea d b  
going pretty well for   
midfi elder. But then b r 
arrived, with unusual i r 
activity leaving him d-f .

Over the course of   
the account published l 
claims of a tryst betw  
and an employee of a company 
called the Drip Docto  h  
according to their web e, 
“promote health and 
wellness by helping to 
restore and optimise 
your body’s natural 
balance” using the 
medium of IV drips.

The highlights of Nas  
multi-tweet tirade includ d 
elusions to ‘concierge tr t’ 
and ‘continued other se i  
Hardly ‘Carry On…’ stuff  h h 
everybody reading unde d 
the insinuations clearly h.

“Someone hacked my  
and tried to spread rumo s [ i ] 
which were fake,” read a t 
posted a little later by th   
account. “I am sorry to all h  
people involved and I apol i ”

Might be a good idea to h e 
that Twitter password wh  
you get a spare moment, i .

MOST 
DESPERATE 
ATTEMPT TO 
REMEMBER 
MOTHER’S 
MAIDEN 
NAME

Who can honestly say there hasn’t been a time they’ve wanted to just 
say “f**k it” and leave work in the middle of the day like a slightly less 
shooty version of Michael Douglas in Falling Down?
Well, ex-Petersfi eld Town boss John Robson packed it in at half-time 

of the Rams’ clash with Kidlington in March, with his team 3-0 down.
The club tweeted: “FT 4-2 defeat. Can offi cially confi rm that manager 

John Robson walked out at half-time after quitting.”
In perhaps not unconnected news, Robson had departed the same 

post three months earlier, before being reinstated a few days later.

THE KEVIN KEEGAN AWARD 
FOR SPECTACULAR QUITTERS
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social media
over the festive period.

Having impressed in the fi rst 
few months of a loan stint at 

appeared to be 
going pretty well for the French 

But then December
 unusual Twitter

 him red-faced.
Over the course of an evening, 

the account published several 
claims of a tryst between Nasri 
and an employee of a company

Drip Doctors who, 
according to their website,

wellness by helping to 

The highlights of Nasri’s 
included 

elusions to ‘concierge treatment’
and ‘continued other services’. 

…’ stuff, though
everybody reading understood 

s clearly enough.
“Someone hacked my account 

and tried to spread rumors [sic]
which were fake,” read a tweet

by the same 
account. “I am sorry to all the 

I apologise.”
Might be a good idea to change

that Twitter password whenever 
you get a spare moment, Samir.

From Bruce Grobbelaar’s recreation of Jack Nicholson’s 
Joker, to Nicklas Bendtner’s incredible Buzz Lightyear, 

the fancy dress Christmas Party is one of football’s 
fi nest traditions (although the less said about 
David Burrows’ ‘edgy’ Adolf Hitler costume at 

Liverpool’s 1990 shindig, the better).
But things were cranked up several notches 

last December, when Mauricio Pochettino’s 
title-chasing Tottenham Hotspur squad got 

together for their festive knees-up.
Dele Alli arriving as Ali G was perhaps a tad 

      predictable (although FourFourTwo did enjoy 
the drawn-on beard), and Mousa Dembele’s 

Fresh Prince of Bel-Air was basically just 
someone sporting a baseball cap and 

a T-shirt, but the rest of it was almost 
unsettlingly well-planned.

Erik Lamela as a gingerbread man 
(no giggles about his injuries here), 

Kieran Trippier and Tom Carroll as 
terrifying Oompa Loompas, Harry 
Kane as an almost movie-realistic 

Bane (the Spurs striker even had 
professional make-up artists visit 
his home to help him create the 

likeness of the Dark Knight Rises 
villain) – they all clearly put some 

thought into the evening.
However, the piece de resistance 

came in the form of Kyle Walker’s 
showing as Mrs Doubtfi re.
Yes, that’s right. The full-back turned 

up dressed as Robin Williams dressed 
as a Scottish nanny, but even that wasn’t 
enough to deny Harry Bane receiving the 
‘best dressed’ prize, voted for by the team.

Son Heung-min’s Iron Man came last, 
in case if you were wondering.  

MOST OVERLY 
COMPETITIVE 
FANCY-DRESS 
PARTY

MOST 
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  O n E  G A M E
 T O  S A V E
 A  C A R E E R

  T H E
  E X I T
 T R I A L

It’s rejection season for academy footballers.
Young hopefuls left unwanted and unsigned 
fight for a Football League lifeline at the exit 
trial. We follow three boys desperately trying
to impress scouts and keep their dream alive.



Action Replay editor Andrew Murray
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B E E T L E M A N I A  R E A C H E S  N 1 7
If Spurs fans wanted to discover Jurgen Klinsmann’s whereabouts 
in 1994-95, all they needed to do was look for a 1967 Volkswagen 
Beetle. Driven from Monaco all the way to north London by a club 
employee, Klinsi’s beloved battered ride helped him to deal with 
the capital’s traffi c. “You’re not going anywhere fast,” he later told 
FFT, “so if you have a Porsche instead of a Beetle it doesn’t matter.” 
So speaks a man familiar with the North Circular during rush hour.
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Charlton’s Galactico: 

Allan Simonsen p92

Whatever happened 

to Hugo Sanchez? p95
Seven of the best...

hellish holidays p98



A L L A N
S I M O N S E N
C H A R LT O N ’ S
G A L A C T I C O

In October 1982, the Addicks 
broke the bank to bring in the 
Ballon d’Or winner from Barça. 
But if it all seemed too good to 
be true, that’s because it was I

t was a genuine ‘eh?’ moment. One 
requiring pause for refl ection – and 
a glance at the calendar to check 
it was not the fi rst of April. When 
Charlton Athletic, sat mid-table in 

England’s second division, announced 
the signing of Allan Simonsen in 1982, 
the sound of jaws dropping around the 
country was almost audible.

That Allan Simonsen, the player who 
had won the 1977 Ballon d’Or in front 
of Kevin Keegan and a youthful Michel 
Platini? Surely some mistake.

Five months earlier, the diminutive, 
mop-haired Dane with the dancing 
feet had nodded Barcelona ahead in 
their Cup Winners’ Cup fi nal triumph 
against Standard Liege – becoming 
the fi rst (and only) man to score in 
all three major European club fi nals. 
Still only 29, here he was, about to 
trade an away day at the Bernabeu 
for one at Barnsley instead.

If it all seemed too good to be true, 
that’s because it was. Five months on, 
Simonsen’s south-east London spell 
was history: 16 games and nine goals 
a bizarre footnote to a bizarre season. 

Those who saw it never forgot it; nor 
the madness it laid bare at a club so 
riven with fi nancial strife that a month 
after the campaign had concluded with 
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“ H E  J U S T  C O U L D N ’ T  U N D E R S TA N D  W H Y  W E 
W E R E N ’ T  P L AY I N G  L I K E  B A R Ç A ,  A S  T H E  B A L L 
WA S  L U M P E D  O V E R  H I S  H E A D  O N C E  A G A I N ”

until the off-fi eld matters were resolved. 
On November 9 – almost a month after 
arriving – he fi nally received clearance 
from the Spanish FA fi ve minutes before 
a reserve-team clash against Swansea 
and duly made his bow as a substitute, 
scoring in a 4-1 win. Normally watched 
by about 200 people, the second string 
attracted more than 2,000. 

That Saturday, he made his fi rst-team 
debut in front of a 10,807 gate at home 
to Middlesbrough. Clearly not match fi t 
– a tweaked hamstring would force him 
to sit out the following two matches – 
he scored with a defl ected free-kick in 
a 3-2 defeat at The Valley. 

By the time Simonsen was available 
again, Craggs’ 173-day reign had come 
to an end after a 5-1 loss to Rotherham 
in late November, watched by the Dane 
from the directors’ box. Only 6,761 saw 
it, some way short of Hulyer’s dream of 
seeing a full house in SE7.

Lennie Lawrence was drafted in as the 
Addicks’ caretaker-manager, initially for 
just a month, with a fi re-fi ghting mission 
to salvage the season and try to harness 

Simonsen’s talent. The Dane returned 
and scored in a 2-0 win over Newcastle, 
with Keegan sitting out the battle of the 
Ballon d’Or winners. The encounter was 
watched by an estimated 60 per cent of 
Denmark on live television.

However, Simonsen was struggling to 
adjust to Charlton’s level just as much 
as his new team-mates were failing to 
decipher the star’s subtle promptings. 

“It took him a fortnight to get up to 
speed to a football unlike anything he 
had experienced before – it wasn’t like 
Barcelona,” former Addicks midfi elder 
Steve Gritt reveals to FFT. 

“It would have been up-and-at-em 
for quite a few clubs we played back in 
those days, like Shrewsbury, Grimsby 
and Carlisle – I bet Allan was probably 
wondering where those places were!

“He tried to integrate; he’d play cards 
on the coach. He wasn’t very good – he 
was usually paying out come the end of 
the trip – but he was popular, probably 
as he was on a few quid!” 

The goals came regularly enough. 
A quick-fi re double in a 5-2 home 

win over Chelsea in March is still spoken 
fondly of today – but Lawrence recalls 
a frustrated star in a team that edged 
towards the trapdoor.

“He was a very talented boy; a great 
player in a distinctly average side that 
was battling to save its life, so then he 
became a good player – it just brings
you down,” he admits.

“His performances at home were 
match-winning. But away, we didn’t 
see too much. I don’t know why, but 
he could run riot at home – as he did 
in the Chelsea game.” 

All bar one of Allan’s goals came at 
The Valley. By March 19, and a narrow 
1-0 home loss to Leeds, the net was 
closing in on Hulyer, who was behind 
with payments to Barcelona, Gliksten 
and the player himself. 

It was at this point that Simonsen 
triggered a clause in his contract that 
allowed him to move on if the Addicks 
could not guarantee his wages – and 
so he headed back to boyhood club 
Vejle on a free. Charlton were handed 
a transfer embargo. Lawrence believes 
that getting home may well have been 
Simonsen’s motive all along. “It had 
all become fi nancially unsustainable,” 
Lawrence says, “and I think he wanted 
to get back to Denmark – that is what 
it had all been about.”

Chairman Hulyer’s vaulting ambition 
had come to nought. The crowds had 
rallied – close to 17,000 turned up to 
see an FA Cup Third Round reverse to 
Ipswich – but then slumped again as 
results failed to pick up.

Lawrence managed to keep Charlton 
up on the last day, coming from behind 
to beat Bolton 4-1 and send the Trotters 
down to the third tier instead. Yet, fans 
still talk of Simonsen’s stint on internet 
forums – a warmly remembered oasis 
in a desert of dejection.

Lawrence adds: “I would ask myself, 
‘What’s he doing at Charlton?’ But he 
did make a signifi cant difference to us 
in a handful of home matches, which 
helped us to stay in the division – no 
doubt about it. In the end, though, the 
ost of keeping him made it unrealistic.
“I suppose,” he concludes, smiling, 

“it was an early example of Madrid’s 
pproach to Galacticos!”
Steve Gritt concurs: “I always thought 

that Allan was the right player for the 
wrong time – and certainly the wrong 
club, because without doubt he was 
very, very good. He was immensely 
frustrated while with us. 

“I remember in training he would say, 
‘Why don’t we pass the ball?’ as it was 
lumped over his head once again. He 
just couldn’t understand why we were 
not playing like Barcelona.” W
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a last-day escape from the drop, they 
were pursued through the High Court 
by creditors and the tax man. 

Lennie Lawrence still remembers the 
1982-83 season vividly. It had proved 
a baptism of fi re for a 34-year-old who 
began the campaign as the Londoners’ 
new reserve-team manager, but then 
found himself in the hot seat following 
the sacking of Ken Craggs. 

“At fi rst I was given the job for only 
a month,” he tells FourFourTwo, “but 
I lasted nine years!” He puffs out his 
cheeks at the suggestion that it was 
all a bit bonkers. “Yes, it was indeed.”

Charlton’s ambitious supremo Mark 
Hulyer brokered the Simonsen transfer. 
The youngest chairman in the league 
at 28, his game of thrones had kicked 
off with sponsorship of the club’s main 
stand the season before. Now, having 
wrested control of the Addicks in June 
from Michael Gliksten, Hulyer wanted 
a marquee signing to improve crowds 
averaging 6,000. He tried to lure Kevin 
Keegan from Southampton, but Mighty 
Mouse went to Newcastle. 

Hulyer’s focus switched to Simonsen. 
A summer target for Real Madrid and 
Tottenham, the Dane knew his cards 
were marked after Diego Maradona’s 
move to Barcelona. Three – Maradona, 
Bernd Schuster and Simonsen – would 
not go into Spain’s two-foreigner-only 
ruling. Aware of Simonsen’s friendship 
with Addicks youth coach Ernst Netuka 
– he’d known him ever since the player 
joined Vejle BK as a youngster – Hulyer 
sewed up a two-year deal. 

“I’ll be heartbroken if people do not 
come and support the team now that 
we have signed Allan,” Hulyer said of 
his star man. “We couldn’t have done 
any more to show our ambition to get 
back into the First Division.”

Simonsen’s club-record transfer fee 
was a comparatively low £324,000 –
but it was still twice what Barcelona 
had paid for him three years earlier 
and a hefty wedge above Charlton’s 
£270,000 yearly income. His weekly 
wage was an eye-watering £1,500.

“I think the average whack at the 
club during that era was about £200 
per week,” admits Lawrence. 

Simonsen made his entrance amid 
a blaze of publicity, Hulyer pulling his 
rabbit out of a hat before a frenzy of 
fl ashbulbs. Barça, wary of Charlton’s 
standing, had insisted his fee be paid 
in guaranteed instalments over three 
years. And the Catalans also wanted 
£100,000 paid upfront: no money, no 
Simonsen, so no October 16 debut at 
home to Burnley as planned. 

Feted as a new messiah, Simonsen 
instead watched on from the sidelines 

‘What
did make a signifi cant difference
in a handful of home 
helped us 
doubt about it. In the end,
cost of 

“i
approach



Items are kindly supplied by both the National 
Football Museum and English Football League 
For more info, visit nationalfootballmuseum.com

Cup fi nals, centenary tournaments 
and man-of-the-match heroics – 
each has been celebrated with 
prizes of all shapes and sizes

T R O P H I E S
T H E  A R C H I V E
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British Empire Cup | 1960-71 Auto Windscreens Shield | 1994-2000 Athenian League player trophy | 1931

Mercantile Credit Centenary Classic | 1987 Alan Hardaker Trophy | 1990

Mickey Hamill Challenge Cup | 1921 Barclays Young Eagle of the Year | 2001

Steve Ogrizovic was held hostage in Kazakhstan
“With recent science breakthroughs, I must’ve been 
cloned,” said the former Coventry keeper of the hoax

Simod Cup | 1987-89



B I Z A R R E  H I S T O R Y  O F. . .  C E L T I C

PLOUGH LANE
W I M B L E D O N ,  E N G L A N D

P
lough Lane – the birthplace of the 
‘Crazy Gang’ and scene of Gazza’s 
knackers being held in Vinnie Jones’ 
vice-like grip – was home to 1988 FA 

Cup kings Wimbledon from 1912.  
But with the Premier League looming 

and the Taylor Report urging all-seater 
stadia, the FA said it was ‘ridiculous’ to 
stage top-tier games there, so the Dons 
moved into Selhurst Park in 1991.

“Plough Lane had what estate agents 
would call ‘earthy charm’,” lifelong fan 
Stephen Crabtree tells FFT. “Supporters 
were confronted by overfl owing urinals, 

uncovered terraces and a tea bar where 
the only choice was Bovril. It was unique, 
with the two small stands being dwarfed 
by a massive electricity pylon.”

Though the strictly Bovril-on-tap policy 
may not sound like the most appealing to 
many, Crabtree points out that some of 
his fondest experiences have come from 
following the Wombles there.

“Victories against Manchester United and 
Chelsea are defi nitely among some of my 
happiest memories,” he says, “alongside 
the time we lost to Grantham in front of 
less than 600 people on a damp Sunday.”

In 2016, Mayor of London Sadiq Khan 
granted planning permission for phoenix 
club AFC Wimbledon – established after 
the original’s controversial relocation to 
Milton Keynes – to return home.

Kingsmeadow, in nearby Kingston, has 
housed the reformed outfi t since the new 
Dons’ creation in 2002, but the wheels are 
in motion to construct a stadium close to 
the old Plough Lane, which was knocked 
down and replaced by 570 fl ats. 

“No doubt it’ll have nice toilets, covered 
seats and bars but will it have a soul?” asks 
Crabtree. “I can’t wait to fi nd out .”

DI STEFA-NO DEAL 

In August 1964, Bhoys 
boss Jimmy McGrory 
and centre-half – and 
languages graduate – 
John Cushley went to 
Spain to offer Alfredo 
Di Stefano £30,000 for 
a year-long contract. 
Sadly, the 38-year-old 
had already left Real 
Madrid for Espanyol.

HEADLINE-MAKER

Hurt by talk that his 
heart wasn’t in a cup 
tie against Inverness 
in 2000, Mark Viduka 
decided to stay in the 
changing room after 
the break. Celtic went 
on to lose 3-1, leading 
to famous Sun splash: 
‘Super Cali Go Ballistic 
Celtic Are Atrocious’.

BHOY FROM BRAZIL

John Barnes brought in 
Rafael Scheidt for £5m 
in 1999 after watching 
him on ESPN. Barnes’ 
replacement Martin 
O’Neill later told 
Scheidt: “I like 
footballers who 
are not like you. 
I like footballers 
who play well.”

DENTAL CARE

In the 1967 European 
Cup Final, goalkeeper 
Ronnie Simpson kept 
the team’s false teeth 
in a little bag behind 
his goal. In the uproar 
that followed Celtic’s 
victory over Inter, the 
bag was almost lost.

W H A T
H A P P E N E D

T O . . .

Hugo 
Sanchez

Who?
The ex-Real Madrid 
goal machine, who 
notched 38 La Liga 
goals in 1989-90 to 
equal a record that 
had stood since the 
1950-51 season. The 
Mexican helped Los 
Blancos capture fi ve 

successive titles from 
1985-86, plus the ’86 
UEFA Cup, and he led 
hosts Mexico to the 
quarter-fi nals of the 
World Cup that year. 
Oh, and he’d always 

perform a somersault 
whenever he scored. 

That’s 487 
somersaults...

It is. His gymnast 
sister represented 

Mexico at the 1976 
Olympics, so it was 
in the blood. A man 
of many skills – with 
his acrobatic bicycle 
kick the party piece 
– Hugo trained to be 
a dentist and would 
later star in a bizarre 
set of adverts made 
for Colgate – to urge 
good dental hygiene. 

So does he 
still practise?

The dentistry or the 
somersaults? Well, 
neither these days. 
Now 58, he was last 
spotted weighing up 
a bid to take over the 
Mexican side, Puebla.
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MINOR CHARACTER

In 1976, 17-year-old 
defender Roy Aiken 
had to report to the 
East German police 
so they could check 
that, as a minor, he 
was being properly 
looked after on the 
trip to Sachsenring 
Zwickau for a Cup 
Winners’ Cup clash.
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changing room after 
the break
on to lose
to
‘Super
Celtic Are Atrocious

victoryvictoryvictoryvictory over Inter, the  over Inter, the  over Inter, the  over Inter, the  over Inter, the  over Inter, the  over Inter, the victory over Inter, the victory
bag bag bag bag bag waswaswaswaswaswas almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost. almost lost.
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Wing commanders, bandits, barroom brawls – the 
20th century’s second half got off to quite a start
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B I R T H  O F  L O N G  B A L L
At precisely 3.50pm on March 18, former RAF 
wing commander Charles Reep begins to form 
statistics on the number of passes it requires 
for Swindon Town and Bristol Rovers to reach 
each other’s penalty area. Convinced that the 
majority of goals are scored from three passes 
or fewer, Charles’ numbers dominate English 
tactical thinking for decades. Ball, meet mixer.

T H E  B O G O T A  B A N D I T
With the maximum wage limiting players to a measly 
£12 a week, Manchester United winger Charlie Mitten 
pens a deal with Santa Fe in the loudly moneyed, but 
not FIFA-recognised, Colombian DiMayor league. The 
£50-a-week wage and £10,000 signing-on fee means 
Mitten strikes gold, but the football “outlaw” returns 
after only a season due to his family’s homesickness.

M A R A C A N A  H E A D A C H E S
As the Yugoslavian World Cup team exit the tunnel to face hosts Brazil, star player Rajko Mitic cuts his 
head open after colliding with an iron girder. Construction detritus is strewn across the still-unfi nished 
Maracana and the Yugoslavs start the game with 10 men while Mitic’s head is seen to, before losing 2-0. 
A few weeks later at the same venue, the headaches are Brazil’s as Uruguay beat them 2-1 in the fi nal.

P O M P E Y  P L A Y  U P
Reigning champions Portsmouth defend 
their crown in a sensational fi nale to the 
First Division campaign in May. Pompey’s 
5-1 demolition of Aston Villa – inspired 
by left-half ‘Gentleman’ Jimmy Dickinson 
(above) – means Wolves’ 6-1 victory is to 
no avail. They become only the second 
team to lose the title on goal average.
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A V E R A G E  J O E  D E S T R O Y S  A V E R A G E  E N G L A N D
Haitian-born dishwasher Joe Gaetjens scores the only goal as 500-1 tournament underdogs USA 
beat an England team containing Tom Finney, Billy Wright and Wilf Mannion at June’s World Cup 
fi nals. Such is the sense of incredulity that some publications mistakenly claim England had won 
the tie 10-1, but the Three Lions’ fi rst World Cup disaster is very real. “It’s taken a lot of forgetting 
as far as I am concerned,” goalkeeper Bert Williams later says on the 60th anniversary in 2010.

B E L FA S T  B O T H E R
In March, a Belfast-based IFA XI plays Wales in the British 
Home International Championship, drawing 0-0. The team 
includes four players – Tom Aherne, Reg Ryan, Davy Walsh 
and the skipper, Con Martin of Aston Villa – who were born 
in the Republic. Since they’d also played for a Dublin-based 
FAI XI, they had effectively represented North and South in 
what doubled up as World Cup qualifi ers. FIFA intervened, 
making it the last time the IFA fi elded an ‘all-Ireland’ side.

W H A T  E L S E
H A P P E N E D
I N  1 9 5 0 ?

T O P  3 
F I L M S

20,000

Sunset Boulevard

All About Eve

Annie Get Your Gun

20,000
Members who are signed up to Diners 
Club – the fi rst credit card company – 

by the end of the year. It takes another 
decade for the cards to be made out of 
plastic, instead of cardboard, and by the 
mid-1960s the membership is 1.3 million
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T H E  B A Y E R N  G I A N T
Not even towering defender 
Jakob Streitle (above) can lift 
the sense of gloom at Bayern 
Munich, who fi nish a miserable 
13th – out of 16 – in Oberliga 
Sud. The Bavarians decide to 
appoint English coach David 
Davison, but by November he 
drinks himself into a barroom 
brawl and is fi red by the club. 
Streitle is then put in charge.



“The great game 
between the Old 
Etonians (holders) 
and the Blackburn 
Olympic – to decide 
who were to hold 
the Challenge Cup 
this year – came 
off at Kennington 
Oval on Saturday.

Perhaps on no 
former occasion 
have more people 
been present for 
a football match 
in the south of 
England, and all 
the cognoscenti 
were to the fore.

A splendid game 
was witnessed. But 
unfortunately, after 
obtaining a goal, the 
Etonians lost one of 
their best men, who 
left the fi eld, and two 
more were almost 
useless through the 
hard kicks they had 
got, so the Blackburn 
Olympic team had 
a great advantage.

At ‘time’ each side 
had scored a goal. 
The extra half-hour 
gave an additional 
one to the Olympics, 
who thus for the fi rst 
time won the trophy 
for a northern club. 

Some things have 
been said about the 
Olympics’ unfair play 
– the writer of these 
notes, who carefully 
watched the game, 
saw nothing unfair.”

1 RAY PARLOUR 1995
The words “larking around with prawn crackers” 
aren’t often used in court. But the Arsenal man 

heard ’em after drunkenly exiting a Hong Kong club, 
tipping his snack on a taxi, then thumping the driver.

2 JEFF ASTLE & BOBBY MOORE 1970
The England squad’s visit to Colombia ahead 
of the World Cup in Mexico did not quite go to 

plan. After captain Moore was wrongly accused of 
nicking a bracelet, the trip ended with a drunk Astle 
being carried through the airport draped in a cape. 

3 CHARLIE NICHOLAS 1987
“Mr [George] Graham – half of your team have 
been arrested for attempted murder,” read the 

message to the Arsenal gaffer during a team break 
to Portugal. Six players had argued with US Marines, 
and Nicholas had lobbed a vodka bottle at their car. 

4 NIALL QUINN 1992
Man City’s tour in Italy witnessed a peculiar tussle 
between Quinn and Steve McMahon, in which the 

latter was pushed through the front window of a tailors.  

5 DON HUTCHISON 1994
The midfi elder was snapped with only a beer label 
to cover his modesty while partying in Ayia Napa. 

Liverpool chief Roy Evans soon sold him to West Ham.

6 MANCHESTER UNITED 1977
The Red Devils’ tour of Iran was a nightmare – to 
enter the country, players needed to have cholera 

vaccinations. Half of the squad became deeply unwell.

7 PETER BEAGRIE 1991
The sloshed Everton man didn’t like getting locked 
out of his Spanish lodgings, so got on a motorbike 

and drove it through a glass window. Of the wrong hotel.

Old Etonians 
vs Blackburn 

Olympic 

The Graphic
April 7, 1883

T H E
C L A S S I C S

M A T C H
R E P O R T

H E L L I S H  H O L I D AY S

A genuine account 
of the FA Cup’s fi rst 
working-class victors.
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DID YOU KNOW? John Barnes earned the right to 
record the rap during World In Motion by winning 
a contest among England’s squad before Italia 90

The 
Football Man 

Arthur Hopcraft’s 
anxious love for the 
game’s future amid 
managerial sackings 
and negative publicity 
is a fascinating ode 
to 1968 football life.  

Super 
Sidekicks

Made for 1990s 
Japanese arcade 
console Neo Geo, 

this football-Street 
Fighter mash-up 

made an art form 
out of the bicycle 
kick – Emre Can 

must have had it. 

Dortmund kit 
1992-93

Dortmund’s iconic 
yellow and black 
colours have long 
been classics, but 

the blurry shoulder 
artwork is a glorious 
early-90s variant on 
their theme. Classy.





F
IT

N
E

S
S

 /
 N

U
T

R
IT

IO
N

 /
 S

K
IL

L
S

 /
 P

S
Y

C
H

O
L

O
G

Y
 /

 G
E

A
R

 /
 T

A
C

T
IC

S



“I loved watching 
Ronaldinho and 
Henry, but these 
days I try to take 
bits from Pedro 
and Willian and 

use them myself”

NATHAN REDMOND

You’ve played off the striker this 
season – how have you found it? 
It’s been a good learning curve for 
me. I’ve mainly played as a winger 
in my career, but the manager has 
asked me to play in a more central 
role this season and it’s something 
I have enjoyed. If I’m able to play in 
any position across the front four, it 
means that I give him more options.

What attributes must you have in 
order to become an effective No.10? 
You need to be the link man between 
the midfi eld and attack. It’s important 
to stay close to the striker as well and 
play around him. Your responsibility is 
to create assists and score goals. You 
need to always be on the lookout for 
space to get on the ball, so that you 
can feed the striker and two wingers. 

Is there also additional defensive 
responsibilities in this position?
Defi nitely. As soon as you don’t have 
the ball you’ve got to work with your 
striker to press the centre-backs and 
unsettle them. And you also need to 
be aware of your position in relation 
to midfi elders behind you – if there 
is too much space, the other team’s 
playmaker could do some damage.

Is it more diffi cult to fi nd space 
compared to when you’re out wide?
You will always fi nd space if you drift 
and have team-mates who know how 
to draw defenders out of their comfort 
zone. There is a lot more balls into feet 
and one- and two-touch play as a No.10 
– and you have to move the ball around 
really quickly and make fast decisions.

Which position is physically harder 
– attacking midfi elder or winger?
It can be a long afternoon when you’re 
playing out wide, as most full-backs you 
come up against in the Premier League 
are attack-minded and you’ve got to be 
careful not to leave your wing exposed. 
Positioning is so important – if you have 
a good understanding of exactly where 
you need to be at certain points of play, 
then you don’t have to run quite as far. 

Do you think it’s vital for attacking 
midfi elders to contribute goals? 
Yes, it’s been a big target of mine this 
season. I know I need to score more 
and I’ve put myself under pressure to 
do so. When I’ve gone through spells 
where I haven’t been scoring I’ve not 
worried, as I’m confi dent that if I keep 
occupying the right spaces then I will. 
The manager says he’ll only be worried 
if I’m not getting into the right areas.

How important is it to vary the way 
that you attack opposition defenders? 
It’s huge for wide players. When I play 
on the wing I like to drift inside off the 
touchline, pick the ball up in between 
the lines and keep opponents guessing. 

Do you study any other attacking 
players to improve your skill set?
Yeah. When I was younger I loved to 
watch Thierry Henry, Ronaldinho and 
the Brazilian Ronaldo, but I still watch 
and appreciate players that I come up 
against these days. People like Pedro, 
Willian and Manuel Lanzini, as well as 
[Lionel] Messi and Neymar, are brilliant 
at beating men in different ways, and 
I certainly look at each of them and try 
to take bits and bobs from their games. 

How much of your training would you 
say is focused on your own game? Do 
you analyse opposition defenders?
I mainly focus on watching clips of the 
opposition’s defensive unit. I will look 
for any trends in the way they operate 
and learn if there are any weaknesses 
that I can exploit. I also like to watch 
individual clips of both full-backs and 
the central defenders, so I can work 
out what their positioning is like and 
the way they play out from the back. 
I’m never too worried about watching 
footage of them going forward – I’m 
concerned with how I can hurt them.

Who is the toughest defender that 
you’ve faced in your career so far?
When I was only 17 or 18, Birmingham 
played Chelsea twice in the FA Cup and 
I found Branislav Ivanovic very diffi cult 
to play against, as he was so physically 
dominating and very big for a full-back. 
I was still a boy at that time. Then there 
was Bacary Sagna [below] who used to 
bomb up and down for 90 minutes. The 
two seasons I was in the Championship, 

ki  d f d rs who are far more 
i h  those in the Premier 

L e lly helped me adapt to 
l i against the different 

  f full-backs, and then 
d velop some different 

ays of beating them.

d d was speaking at an 
for Sure – an offi cial 

of Southampton FC. 
i i he conversation on 

by following @Sure 
d ing #NeverMoreSure

Sometimes I will dart back outside or 
play a quick one-two, which gives my 
team-mates different options to fi nd 
me and stops me being predictable.

Defenders hate comi p i  
pace – is it the same f r i s?
It can be, yes. If a def d s no h  
quickest, sometimes ll d 
is a burst of accelera  
away from him. If he f  
it can develop into a game 
of cat and mouse as you 
know that physically h ll b  
capable of keeping u i h  
In the modern game h h  
you need more than j  
speed if you are goin  
to be a top winger. 

THE
DETAILS

PERFORMANCE
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The Southampton fl yer on adapting to the 
No.10 role and leaving defenders for dead

MASTERCLASS

The Saints 
man’s key 
numbers & 
milestonesmilestones

Age
23

Birthplace
Birmingham

Height 
5ft 8in

Squad number
22

Positions
Winger (left/right), 
attacking midfi eld

Professional debut
Birmingham 3-2 
Rochdale (League 
Cup – 2010-11)

First goal
Birmingham 3-0 
Nacional (Europa 
League – 2011-12)

 
Transfer fee

Saints signed him 
from Norwich for 

£10 million in 2016

England U21 
appearances

34

England caps
1

Honours
England U21 Player 
of the Year – 2016

two seasons I was in the Championship
taking on defender

aggressive than those 
League, really helped

    playing against the 
types of 

develop 
ways of beating the

Redmond was speaking at an 
event for Sure – an offi cial 
partner of Southampton FC. 

Join in the conversation on 
Twitter by following @Sure 

  and tagging #NeverMoreSure

coming up against 
 – is it the same for wingers?

. If a defender is not the 
quickest, sometimes all you need 

burst of acceleration to get 
away from him. If he’s fast, 

game 
 as you

that physically he’ll be  
up with you. 

In the modern game, though, 
you need more than just 

re going 
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1 Cristiano Ronaldo @jamie_velocity
“The wall sit is a really good exercise 
to train the lower limb muscles and 

boost overall muscular stability,” states 
Haslam. “This will also help players to 
hold off a close-marking opponent.”

2 Romelu Lukaku @jamie_velocity
“The TRX sprint start is a good way 
to educate players about optimal 

running mechanics. It will allow them 
to accelerate away from an opponent 
during the fi rst fi ve metres of a sprint.”

3
Pape Souare @p.souare_23
“Keeping the cardiovascular system 
active during injury, by doing a bit of 

sparring, can improve mental health and 
speed up your return to match fi tness.”

4 Harry Kane @harrykane
“If you want to maintain aerobic and 
anaerobic fi tness during the summer 

break, then rowing workouts are ideal.” 

5  Marcelo @marcelotwelve
“I wouldn’t use this exercise, as free 
weight squats using one leg are far 

better for improving single-leg strength.”

6 Hector Bellerin @hectorbellerin
“The single-leg split will build up your 
leg strength, neuro-muscular control 

and stability – reducing the risk of injury.”

7 Ruben Loftus-Cheek @ruben_lcheek
“This exercise will boost back mobility 
and improve a player’s speed, as well 

as change of direction, out on the pitch.” 

8 Salomon Kalou @salomonkalou 
“Using speed bands will strengthen 
the glute muscles, which enhance 

a player’s control of the hips and knees.”

Chris Haslam, the head 
of athletic performance 
at Brentford, checks out 
players’ Instagram snaps

LIKE A

PRO
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YOGA

This ancient practice involves posture 
and breathing exercises that improve 
fl exibility. Manchester United stalwart 
Ryan Giggs credited yoga with helping 
him play on into his 40s – and a study 
last year illustrated exactly how it can 
aid physical performance. Twenty-six 
participants went through a 10-week 

yoga programme that featured two 
sessions each week, and all of them 
displayed a signifi cant improvement 
to their fl exibility and balance when 
performing a range of movements 
after the programme, compared 
to their efforts prior to the study. 
Make it a part of your training 
regime and you might be able 
to extend your playing days.

1  “Being supple boosts 
speed, recovery and 

sharpness of movement, 
and yoga improves all of 
these,” said Giggs’ yoga 
teacher, Sarah Ramsden.

2  “Stiff through your 
hips? It means you 

could later develop some 
lower back problems, so 
doing yoga will help you 
to get over this problem.”

3  “Yoga helps 
you to transfer 

power through the core, 
so you’ll move freely and 
avoid any injuries caused 
from muscle imbalance.”

2  “The exercises will 
also help to speed 

up your muscle and joint 
recovery after a match – 
so you will be fi t to play 
another game sooner.”

3  “Using resistance 
gear will improve 

core strength, which is 
so important for many 
of the movements that 
are related to football.”

FFT dusts down the exercise mat to 
learn which limb-loosening practice 

is most effective for boosting fl exibility

1 “It can be adapted 
for many positions – 

forwards can focus on 
hamstrings to improve 
speed,” stated Pilates 
instructor Ray Hassan.

PILATES

Pilates and yoga are the same thing, 
right? Not quite. Both aim to enhance 
suppleness but pilates is performed 
using various pieces of kit – including 
stretch bands and gym balls – while 
the exercises all involve a continuous 
fl ow of movement, compared to the 
static positions associated with yoga. 

Founder Joseph Pilates created more 
than 500 exercises, which science has 
shown are effective at aiding fl exibility. 
A 2004 US National Library of Medicine 
study found 47 p eople who did pilates 
once a week for two months increased 
their fi ngertip-to-fl oor fl exibility by an 
average of 3.4cm. That could be handy 
when you’re picking up the match ball 
having smashed in another hat-trick.

YOGAAND OUR WINNER IS...

VS
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THE 
ESSENTIALS 
WORKOUT 
APPS

FITSTAR
Take the stress out of exercising with 

ready-made training routines that will 
help you to hit all of your fi tness goals.

Cost: £5.99 per month Buy: App Store

NIKE+ TRAINING CLUB
You can cycle through more than 100 

drills created by Nike trainers, including 
15-minute options if you are in a hurry.

Cost: Free Buy: App Store, nike.com

Don’t waste your dosh on 
a personal trainer. All you 
need is a smartphone to 
stay fi t over the summer GYMAHOLIC

Want to bulk up? A virtual assistant 
will demonstrate how to perform an 

extensive library of weights workouts.
Cost: £3.99 Buy: App Store, gymaholic.me

Remember when David James blamed 
a succession of goalkeeping gaffes on 
an addiction to his PlayStation? 

To refresh your memory, the former
Liverpool shot-stopper claimed some 
marathon sessions on Tomb Raider and 
Tekken in 1997 had left him exhausted 
and prone to making mistakes.

But perhaps it was Jamo’s selection 
of console and shoot ‘em up favourites 
that were his real problem, rather than 
his fondness for video games.

Why’s that, we hear you ask?   
 Well, the Burnley goalkeeper 

Tom Heaton has revealed  
how his handheld console 

has contributed to the best 
campaign of his career so far.
“I was given this Nintendo DS 

game called Sight Training to get 
my eyes warmed up,” he said. “It’s 

routine for me and something I have 
stuck to ahead of each match.

“I play for about fi ve to 10 minutes in 
the dressing room before I get my gear 

on and go out to warm up.”
The former Manchester United 
trainee has made more saves 

than any other goalkeeper 
in the English top fl ight 

this term, helping the 
Clarets retain Premier 
League status.

Man United’s current 
custodian David de Gea 

was given the nod between the 
sticks in the 2016-17 PFA Team of the 
Year – but Heaton could argue it was 
he who made the save of the season.

The England man’s starfi sh-shaped 
stop, reminiscent of Peter Schmeichel, 
denied Zlatan Ibrahimovic in October.

Maybe he had managed to smash 
his high score before kick-off.
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 GAMES THAT  
 CHANGED
 HIS LIFE HE

ANSWERS

YOU ASK
“How long should 
I rest for over the 
summer now the 
season’s done?”
Marc Hawkins

via Twitter 

Brock 
Christopher

Performance 
manager, EXOS 

“The season’s end is 
not an excuse to do 
nothing – and if you 
don’t remain active 
you’ll soon lose your 
hard-earned fi tness. 
Just a single week of 
full rest is enough for 
aerobic fi tness to go 
down by around fi ve 
per cent, so stamina 
levels will plummet. 

Power and speed will 
gradually suffer and 
your muscle strength 
will decrease by one 
per cent for each day 
that you’re inactive.”

But how does Burnley’s No.1 use his Nintendo
to keep his refl exes razor-sharp?



IF YOU'RE 
GOING TO 
DO ONE 
THING…

Coach from 
the couch
If you fancy yourself as the next 
Pep Guardiola but don’t have the 
time nor money to study for your 
coaching badges, we’ve got good 
news – you can train up a future 
star from your lounge.

Tom Byer, world-renowned coach 
and head technical advisor to the 
Chinese FA, is the author of Football 
Starts at Home, with his philos ophy 
educating parents about how they 
can coach their children as soon as 
they learn how to walk.

“I believe you can start to nurture 
children’s football skills when they 
are one or two,” Byer explained at 
the Soccerex Football Convention. 
“Kids should not learn to kick the 
ball fi rst, they should learn how to 
roll and manipulate it.”

Byer’s methods are the result of 
a 25-year coaching career and he 
feels that kids must master all of 
the basics before they join a club.

“Place a small ball in your living 
room and encourage your child to 
roll both feet over the ball and then 
change direction, left and right,” he 
added. “These skills will accelerate 
their development. Parents are more 
important than coaches.”

But remember – if your little one 
breaks the TV, you’ll get the blame. W
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REVOLUTIONARY NEW AGILITY

BOOT DEBUTS IN ADIDAS DUST

STORM PACK

www.prodirectsoccer.com

PRODIRECTSOCCER

PRODIRECTSOCCER

PROD_SOCCER

PRODIRECTSOCCER

kicking
up a
storm

JULY ISSUE 2017

the professional’s choice

DEFENDERS: MEET
YOUR NEMEZIZ
Your agility is unstoppable, your moves
unplayable. Now you’re untouchable.
Featuring innovative technology that
makes it unique on the pitch, take risks
and disrupt the game with the Nemeziz
17+ 360Agility.

Inspired by boxers wrapping their hands
before they put on their gloves and
ballet dancers who wrap their ribbons
around their legs, adidas Nemeziz
17+ 360Agility utilises a knitted 360°
Agility Bandage system to provide a
revolutionary fit and feel designed for
agile movements at any angle.

Offering extra mobility and increased
stability, weave your way through

opponents with ease as the 360 Agility
Bandage perfectly wraps to your foot,
allowing secure lockdown during both
linear and lateral movements.

The all-new Agilityknit 2.0 upper allows a
responsive touch for elite control whilst
manoeuvring your way through to the
goal while the lightweight Torsion Frame
soleplate is made to move with you in
any direction.

FEATURED PRODUCT

adidas NEMEZIZ 17+ 360AGILITY FG
QR: 156963 - £280

product doctor

who will be
wearing nemeziz?

Football isn’t played in straight lines.
A brand new boot built for 360° agility,
Nemeziz is for nimble players who
can get out of the tightest spots and
through the smallest gaps with quick
touches and fast moves in and around
the box. Utilising nine different types
of yarn, the agility bandage system is
engineered with less elastane at the
midfoot for lockdown and more where
it needs to flex naturally with the
foot. A little bit stiffer than the adidas
Sprintframe, the Torsion Frame allows
for the greater twisting necessary for
lateral cuts.

Lionel Messi - F.C Barcelona

Roberto Firmino - Liverpool

Juan Mata - Manchester Utd

Jesse Lingard - Manchester Utd

Georginio Wijnaldum - Liverpool

Joshua King - Bournemouth

Moussa Dembélé - Celtic

Patrick Roberts - Celtic



TORSION FRAME
Lightweight agility outsole construction

features Torsion Ribs for push off support
and the flexibility required for quick

side cuts.

360° TORSION TAPE
Highlighted Torsion Tape provides

support exactly where you need it on
the medial and lateral side for agile

movements in all directions.

AGILITY BANDAGE
Revolutionary 360° knitted Torsion Tape
inspired by medical taping delivers a
bandage fit experience for lockdown
stability however unexpected your

movements may be.



TAKE THE GAME BY STORM
Ready to take to the pitch this summer, the adidas
Dust Storm Pack featuring the revolutionary
Nemeziz worn by agile players like Lionel Messi will
swarm stadiums with flashes of radiant colour.

Speed plays a major part in today’s game – just ask
Barcelona’s Luis Suárez. It instantly creates havoc
for defenders and like the previous version, the new

X 17 features subtle changes to augment the boot’s
reputation for lightweight performance in a sleek
and minimalist silhouette.

Ready to dominate from the first minute to the last,
the ACE 17+ Purecontrol is loaded with a plethora
of technology to take ball control to another level.
For players like Manchester United’s Paul Pogba

who operate within the heart of the engine room for
the Red Devils, the boot’s laceless upper eliminates
distractions and ensures his first touch is perfect as
he orchestrates attacks.

Sharing the same colour palette as the X, the
COPA 17 fuses the DNA of the legendary Copa with

modern innovation. A premium K-leather upper and
compression tongue offer unrivalled fit and comfort,
allowing you to outclass your opponents.

NEMEZIZ 17+ 360AGILITY FG
QR: 156963 - £280

X 17+ PUREchaos FG
QR: 156921 - £250

ACE 17+ PURECONTROL FG
QR: 156940 - £250

Copa 17.1 FG
QR: 156987 - £170

FEATURED STORY

UPPER UPDATE
The X 17’s Speed Skin upper

features a new graphic designed
to showcase a more streamlined

look, perfect for the creator
looking to unleash their speed on

the pitch.

NEW ADIDAS PACK IS HERE TO CREATE
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adidas Tango Shorts
QR: 157017 - £35

adidas adiSocks 12
QR: 48530 - £9

NEMEZIZ 17.1 FG
QR: 156967 - £220

PREFER LACES?

adidas FI Team Bag 17.1
QR: 157395 - £80

complete the look

we’ve got you covered

Looking to update your Wardrobe?
All the latest from adidas apparel is

available online now -

www.prodirectsoccer.com/lists/
adidas-clothing.aspx



THE GRAND FINALE
EXCITEMENT BUILDS FOR THE CHAMPIONS LEAGUE FINAL
On Saturday 3 June 2017 the world will bear
witness to a classic case of an irresistible
force meeting an immovable object as Los
Blancos face the Old Lady in Cardiff for
the opportunity of lifting the most coveted
prize in club football: the Champions
League trophy.

For Juventus, it’s a (second) chance to
complete their path to redemption, rising
from the indignity of relegation in 2006 to
potentially being European champions in
just over a decade.

And for Real Madrid, under the watchful
eye of the legendary Zinedine Zidane –

himself a former Juve great – it’s a chance
for the current crop of players to write
their names into the history books by being
the first team to successfully defend the
Champions League title.

Ultimately though, it all comes down to the
final. It stands as the climax of the season,
a last flourish before the curtains close
for a few months. And with the attacking
talent of Real taking on the miserly defence
of Juve, both sporting the three-stripes of
adidas on their shirts, it’s sure to be one
hell of a show.

seasonal STORY

GOALS SCORED ASSISTS

THE STATS SO FAR

11 08

10 06

08 05

LIONEL MESSI
ADIDAS MESSI 16.1 FG
QR: 144691

NEYMAR
NIKE MERCURIAL VAPOR XI FG
QR: 153658

CRISTIANO RONALDO
NIKE MERCURIAL SUPERFLY V CR7 FG
QR: 153761

CRISTIANO RONALDO
NIKE MERCURIAL SUPERFLY V CR7 FG
QR: 153761

EDINSON CAVANI
NIKE HYPERVENOM PHANTOM 3 DF FG
QR: 153690

OUSMANE DEMBÉLÉ
NIKE MERCURIAL VAPOR XI FG
QR: 150127

adidas juventus
16/17 home shirt
QR: 132060

adidas real madrid
16/17 away shirt
QR: 132068



Widely considered to be one of the best
keepers in world football today, Hugo Lloris
has enjoyed yet another sterling season in
between the sticks for Tottenham Hotspur.
And his consistent performances have been
helped by his unerring faith in his gloves;
he’s worn Uhlsport since the beginning of
his professional career. So trust Hugo’s
judgement and check out his glove of choice
– the Speed Up Supergrip HN – online now.

Uhlsport Speed Up Supergrip HN
QR: 152233 - £110

KEEpers

HUGO
LLORIS
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NEW RELEASES

NEW RELEASES

Nike Mercurial Superfly V FG
QR: 153791 - £240

Under Armour Clutchfit Force 3.0 FG
QR: 158253 - £170

Puma evoSPEED Fresh 2.0 FG
QR: 141390 - £160

With the skills to pay the bills, you’ve always got your opponent’s number,
beating them with either a bit of trickery or just outright speed.beat them

BOOTROOM

‘KEEPERS

Nike Hypervenom Phantom 3 DF FG
QR: 153798 - £240

adidas X 17+ PUREchaos FG
QR: 156921 - £250

Umbro Medusae Pro FG
QR: 140998 - £135

You’ve got ice running through your veins and when you’re through on goal
there’s no doubt where the ball is ending up – back of the net!finish them

adidas ACE Transition Pro
QR: 157360 - £85

Reusch Serathor Pro M1 Evolution
QR: 161885 - £85

SELLS total CONTACT devil
QR: 153125 - £50

If they can’t score then they can’t win, it’s
as simple as that. So glove-up in the latest
releases, and keep ’em out!

stop them

Puma evoPOWER Vigor 1 FG
QR: 154825 - £160

boss them You’re the leader on the pitch, taking control for your team and influencing
the game with your ability on the ball to pick out defence-splitting passes.

Concave Halo+ MF FG
QR: 141945 - £120

adidas ACE 17+ Purecontrol FG
QR: 156940 - £250



 

STEVE EARL FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES (DEPT.FFT)
BROAD STREET, BUNGAY, SUFFOLK, NR35 1AH, ENGLAND

or phone 01986 892621 or visit www.footballprogs.co.uk
The 2017 Europa League, Champions League & F.A. Cup Finals £12 each (inc.p&p)

FOOTBALL PROGRAMMES
To receive a FREE programme plus a copy 

of our latest catalogue (listing several 
thousand different mint condition Big 
Match, League, Scottish, Irish, Foreign 

and Non-League teams programmes etc.) 
please send your name and address to: 

(Credit/Debit Cards & PayPal accepted)

FREE



£19.99 £12.99£19.99 £22.99 £19.99

10% DISCOUNT WITH CODE: FOURFOURTWO

@clas s i c sh i r t s @c l a s s i c f oo tb a l l sh i r t s/C l a s s i c Foo tb a l l Sh i r t s

www.classicfootballshir ts.co.uk
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Y O U R  n E X T  F O U R F O U R T W O  I S  O n  S A L E  J U L Y  5

R O n A L D I n H O
The king of joga bonito picks the best he played with and against 
during a dazzling career for Barça, PSG and Milan, including the boss

CARLES PUYOL
“Puyol will always be my 
captain. He was not only 
a great defender, but also 

a person who is way above the average 
you’ll usually fi nd in football. His loyalty 
is unparalleled. When people say Barça 
turned into an even more special team 
because of tiki-taka, they often forget 
that success is also about role models, 
trust and loyalty. Without my captain 
there would be no Barça as we know it. 
After I left to join Milan, he still made 
me feel welcome at the Camp Nou.”

LIONEL MESSI
“Even during my time at 
Barcelona, when Lionel 
was 18 or 19, I believed 

that he was the very best – and I still 
do now. These days, nobody compares 
to him. His skill to drag the ball so close 
to his feet is unique – you could see that 
from an early age. I still get goosebumps 
whenever I see the photographs of him 
up on my shoulders, celebrating scoring 
his fi rst goal for Barcelona. He is one of 
the best of all time, no doubt about it.”

RONALDO
“When I made my Brazil 
debut in 1999 he was my 
idol – and 18 years later it 

is still the same. He was so welcoming 
and kind to me back then, that I took it 
as an example to follow forever. When 
I get praise from Messi for fostering his 
growth at Barça, and I am very grateful 
for that, it is largely thanks to the role 
model I had with the Brazil team. Even 
now, I fi nd it hard not to feel shy being 
around him as he has such a presence. 
Needless to say, what he could do with 
the ball made him one of the greatest.”

FRANK RIJKAARD
“He deserves so much credit for everything 
that Barcelona have gone on to achieve. He’s 
a gentleman, a tactician and a psychologist.”

RB
CAFU PAOLO

MALDINI

CB
ROBERTO 
CARLOS

LB

T H E  S U B S

0 1 MARCOS 03 RIVALDO

T H E  G A F F E R

GIANLUIGIGIANLUIGI
BUFFONBUFFON

GK

RONALDO

CFCF
THIERRYTHIERRY
HENRYHENRY

LF

CARLES
PUYOL

CB

KAKA

CMCMCMCM

LIONELLIONEL
MESSIMESSI

RF

02 CLAUDE 
MAKELELE

ZINEDINE 
ZIDANE

CMCM
FRANK

LAMPARD
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VISIT .

j @j

VISIT...

for more information email thejcbmudrun@jcb.com
WWW.THEJCBMUDRUN.CO.UK

IT’S BACK...
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