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Bring a warm Mediterranean feel to
your garden this summer with these
classic ‘Standard’ form Olive Trees! Well-
established and professionally-grown, they
have a neat ball of foliage aloft a clear stem
giving them an elegant look.
They are tough and winter hardy to -8ºC! With
their neatly shaped, evergreen grey-green
foliage, these Olives look so stylish in pots on
your terrace or patio, and also make a stunning
conservatory centre piece. They produce
creamy, self-pollinating flowers in late Spring
and love hot, sunny spots – they should produce
a crop of tasty olives when the summer is long
hot and dry! Though you should grow them
anyway for their exotic Mediterranean look!
They are low maintenance and slow
growing, so ideal for small gardens or
busy gardeners. Expensive in garden
centres, these specimens are
great value for money at around
half normal nursery prices
whilst stocks last.
Order today!

Pair of Standard Olive Trees
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Tasty olives when the 
summer is long and dry... 

though plant them anyway 
for a touch of the exotic in

your garden!

Perfect for pots on
your patio or terrace
Easy to grow and
low maintenance
Wonderful ball of
evergreen foliage
Represents superb
value for money –
around half normal
nursery prices

WINTER HARDY
TO -8ºC
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Unique
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Only £29.99 for a pair
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Easy-care outdoor
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How to care for camellias,
with Martin Fish

Plant up summer
bulbs for bright colour

OUR COVER STAR
Exquisite peony-like

Persian bu�ercups,

or ranunculus, are

perfect for cu�ing.

OSee page 33 for more

on summer bulbs

Is it really
spring?
According to the weather man it’s

now spring, so just as I’d hoped

it would get a bit warmer, my

garden’s had its first flurry of snow!

As quickly as it arrived, it was gone

and out came bright sunshine.

I shall wait until the equinox on

the 20th of this month before I

toast spring’s arrival. I’ll celebrate

by planting some seeds. I won’t

be planting only root and fruit

crops in line with the lunar cycle,

as my biodynamic gardening

friends will be, but will keep an

eye on the temperature and plant

whatever I think will have a chance

of germinating, as maybe

by then it will be warm

enough – I can live

in hope!
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A London garden that  
bursts into life in spring



W
hen it comes to days

out, gardens are a

magnet for visitors,

new figures show. In 2015,

venues around the UK saw an

average rise of around six per

cent in visitor numbers, with

some scoring more than 10 and a

handful scoring more than 15 per

cent increases year on year.

New statistics from the

The great garden seduction!
Association of Leading Visitor 

Attractions (ALVA) show gardens 

in its portfolio of 230 places  

easily hold their own against 

other top UK attractions, such 

as the British Museum (1), the 

Library of Birmingham (11) and 

Chester Zoo (12).

Leading the floral charge is the 

Royal Botanic Gardens Kew (15), 

over half a million visitors ahead 

of its nearest rival, RHS Wisley 

Gardens (30) in Surrey. 

The uplift in many cases is 

attributed to investments in 

refurbishments, new plantings or 

visitor offerings. 

“We’ve worked hard to improve 

the experiences people have by 

making them more rewarding, 

interesting and relevant,” said a 

National Trust spokesperson to 

Garden News. “At Bodnant for 

instance, the restored Far End 

opened in 2015, while the winter 

garden, which opened in 2013, 

has now matured. Other venues 

have taken similar approaches. 

Trust membership has also 

increased by 6 per cent.”

An 11 per cent increase at 

Cornwall’s Eden Project has 

propelled the venue back towards 

the million-visitor total it enjoyed 

before the recession. “We’ve 

invested in our horticulture 

as well as our events. Now our 

outdoor gardens are attractions 

on their own,” said Eden’s 

director Gordon Seabright. “We’re 

staging our biggest garden yet, 

called ‘Bright Sparks’, with lots of 

kniphofia and Chinese fan palms. 

We’ve also put more colour into 

our biomes.” 

The National Gardens Scheme 

(NGS) has also seen an increase 

in visitor numbers, with over 

650,000 visits to the 3,800 

gardens that opened last year.

“Our February Snowdrop 

Festival was a great success. 

Over 800 visitors came to see 

the displays at Cissbury in West 

Sussex,” said NGS chief executive 

George Plumptre.

Not all faired quite so 

well. Iconic Sissinghurst in 

Kent, Dunham Massey, near 

Manchester, and Inverewe in 

Wester Ross saw slight declines in 

visitors in 2015.  

O�What are your favourite gardens 

to visit and why? Let GN know by 

writing to GN’s pick of the post on 

page 55. Also see GN’s new events 

listing ‘Plants and Places’ on page 

5, opposite.

Venues see UK-wide boost in visitor numbers in 2015
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Visitors to 
Sissinghurst
saw a slight
decline

Expansion of grounds 
at Bodnant helped 
boost visitor numbers Kew Gardens  

– top venue for 
garden visitors

RHS Garden Wisley  
– a Mecca for garden lovers

Gardens at Cornwall’s 
Eden Project have  
been redeveloped

1 British Museum 6,820,686 2 

15 Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew 1,622,821 3.5

 30 RHS Garden, Wisley 1,087,927 6.1

 33 Eden Project 960,029 11  

 37 Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh 889,420 10

 69 Stourhead 418,207 5.5

 77 RHS Garden, Harlow Carr 377,014 5

 88 Anglesey Abbey 334,448 6.5

 90 Nymans 319,023 2.3

 111 RHS Garden Hyde Hal 242,520 12.1 

 120 Bodnant 225,346 15.2

 135 Mount Stewart 185, 437 17

 137 Hidcote Manor Garden 181,300 3.9 

 138 RHS Garden Rosemoor 179,358 9.5

 139 Sissinghurst 176,053 - 2.4 

 171 Eltham Palace and Gardens 95,845 59

 191 Inverewe gardens 56,451 -10 

Venue Total visits %+/-
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Plants raised from material sourced

from other countries will face far

stricter regulation in future. A new

international accord, the Nagoya

Protocol, which has 92 signatories,

including the UK and the EU, will be

imposed from late May, having being

since October 2014. GN understands government is due to

issue guidance notes on the protocol in the next few weeks.

We’ll bring you more news as it becomes available.

Stringent contr l
for wild plants

March 19 2016 / Garden News 5Subscribe now and save up to 67%! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

Clematis prunin
in Suffolk
March 16, 11am & 2pm

Thorncroft Nurseries,

Reymerston, The Lings,

Norwich, Norfolk NR9 4Q

Tel: 01953 850407 or visit

www.thorncroftclematis.

Practical demonstration o
pruning all types of clema
Growing and problem-solv
advice available. Nursery stock
beds open. Plants for sale.
O Admission free.
Refreshments available.

Magnolia mania
in Cornwall
March 18, 9:30am-1pm.

Caerhays Castle and Gardens,

Caerhays Estate, Gorran,

St Austell, Cornwall PL26 6LY.

Tel: 01872 501310 or visit www.

caerhays.co.uk

Roving lecture by Caerhays
owner John Williams around the
National Plant Collection of
magnolias and new Caerhays
hybrids. Advice on types
suitable for gardens large and
small. Boots and wet weather
clothing advised.
O�Admission £20/RHS
members £16. Lunch extra

Hepatica day in
Lancashire
20 March, 9:30am -4pm

Hazelwood Farm, Hollins Lane,

Silverdale, Carnforth, Lancs

LA5 0UB.

Garden and hepatica collection
at Hazelwood Farm open from
9.30am. 11:15am transfer to
Gaskell Hall, Silverdale, for
plant sales from Ashwood
Nurseries and lectures by owner

Prune clematis
grow alpines
and appreciate
magnolias

 

and hepatica expert John
Massey. Advice panel available.
OAdmission by ticket only.
Public £25/Plant Heritage 
members £21. Lunch and 
refreshments included.  
Tickets from Anne Porter at 
peasland18@btinternet.com

Learn to prune all 
types of clematis  
for free

Magnolia
campbellii ‘Alba’

Community 
garden is on track

A
n old railway wagon that lay forgotten on a Yorkshire

allotment is to be the focus of a new community garden. 

The timber structure at the Holgate Road site, York,

is likely to have come from the nearby Carriage and Wagon

Works, when employees tended the plots. When the 110-year-

old site, one of the city’s oldest, became defunct, current plot

holders decided to create their own community-led facility,

dubbed the Carriage Garden. 

 Leading the initiative is plot-holder and designer Simon Hall,

who will also exhibit at this year’s Chelsea Flower Show.  “The

scheme had to be simple and easy to achieve,” said Simon, who

nine years ago moved from Chicago, where he lead a number

of community projects. The sloping site will be flattened to

create an amphitheatre using railway sleepers and a decking

area for sitting for users and local schools. We’ll also use 

recycled furniture, such as sofas created from cast-iron baths.

The newly weather-proofed wagon will now provide welcome

refuge for visitors.” 

The £13,000 development is being partly funded by York

council, who provided £4,000, with further money being 

raised by the group. Talking to Garden News, York councillor

Nigel Ayre said, “We’re backing their vision – and lending a 

hand to their hard graft!”  

Tweet @carriageworksYO

Lenten roses in 
Somerset
March 20, 2-4pm 

Kapunda Plants, Kapunda, 

Southstoke Lane, Bath BA2 5SH. 

Tel: 01225 832165 or visit www.

kapundaplants.co.uk

A two-acre ‘natural-style’ 
garden with herbaceous borders, 
potager, fountain and a terrace. 
Substantial
collection of
different Oriental
hellebores grown
and propagated
by owner Juliet
Davis. Guided
tours and talks.
Refreshments
available. Plants
for sale. Strictly
no dogs.
OAdmission £4. Proceeds to 
Wessex MS therapy centre. Teas 
and homemade cakes.

New community 
garden (above) will 
include the old railway 
wagon (below)

Collecting
seed of wild
meconopsis

will need 
contractual 
agreement

John Massey with 
his hepaticas
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The perfect plant to add colour and structure to a cottage garden
or herbaceous border yet also looks sensational in a more modern
planting scheme. Stunning spires rise majestically above lower growing
plants. Prefers well-drained soil in sun or part shade. Spread 30cm
(12”). Fully hardy herbaceous perennial. Supplied as sturdy young
plants within 14 days.

DELPHINIUM
 One of the most exciting plants to watch as
the tight buds slowly unfurl into stately spires

Delphinium Black Knight
Height 1.8m (72")

Delphinium Cherry Blossom
Height 90cm (36")

Delphinium Cameliard
Height 1.5m (60")

Delphinium Astolat
Height 1.5m (60")

 Delphinium King Arthur
Height 1.8m (72")

Delphinium Guinevere
Height 1.5m (60")

Delphinium Black Knight
Height 1.8m (72")

Delphinium Galahad
Height 1.5m (60")

Delphinium Sky Blue
with White Bee

Height 1.5m (60")

Delphinium Summer Skies
Height 1.85m (60")

 Delphinium White Blue Bee
Height 90cm (36")

Delphinium Lavender
Height 90cm (36")

rare | unusual | exciting

HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB

Name

Address

  Postcode

Email Tel

SEND THE COUPON BY FREEPOST TO:
Hayloft Plants
FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG
Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB

I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard� Visa� Maestro�

Card no.

Card expiry date

Signature

Start date

CSV

Issue no

By advising us of your email address we will be able to send all of our special off ers. 
Please tick here if you prefer not to receive off ers other than from our company �

 All orders will be personally confi rmed by

return with a copy of our 2016 catalogue.

Call 01386 554440 for your FREE catalogue.

 Please enter the 
last 3 digits of your 

security code (CSV). 

    To order visit hayloftplants.co.uk/gn or call 0844 335 1088 Order Code GN1116

TOTAL DUE

PLEASE SEND ME ITEM CODE PRICE QTY TOTAL

12 PLANTS (1 of each)  YPDEL12-GN1116 £12.00

36 PLANTS (3 of each)  YPDEL36-GN1116 £20.00

POST & PACKING (UK)    £4.95

SAVES £16

BUY 
12 FOR £12
36 FOR £20



I
t’s prime time to tend to our old favourite

garden plants – beautiful, showy roses

can only get that way through timely

early spring care. Here the GN team and

eminent rose grower Michael Marriott

point you in the right direction to

good cultivation…

1
One of the best reasons to prune

Hybrid Tea roses hard is to reduce the

incidence of disease – blackspot is

harboured on the stems over winter so

cutting them right down and burning or

green-binning the prunings is a sure-fire

way to remove the biggest store of spores.

Melissa Mabbi� garden writer

Michael Marrio�, rosarian

and technical manager at

David Austin Roses, has 30

years experience of rose

growing, and is a renowned

authority on the subject.

Here, he gives us some

inspiration and advice on ge�ing the best

out of your prized plants.

5 
Pruning is very easy and needs to be

done as soon as possible. For the bush

and shrub roses it is simply a matter of

reducing the height of the rose by between a

third and two thirds and cutting out any

dead or diseased stems and, once a few years

old, one or two of the oldest stems. With

climbers and ramblers cut back the side

shoots that flowered last year to three or four

buds or about 15cm/6in.

6
Now is an excellent time to plant both

bare-root and containerised roses.

Prepare the ground really well by

incorporating lots of well-rotted organic

matter. Soak the rose for an hour or two then,

holding it over the hole, sprinkle the roots

with mycorrhizal fungi. The bud union

should be about 5cm/2in below ground level.

Refill with soil and firm in well.

7
We moved house last year and have

a new garden, so we want to plant a

great many roses! My musts include

the free-flowering ‘Desdemona’ with

strongly fragrant white flowers; the tough

‘Lady of Shalott’ with masses of apricot

coloured flowers; ‘The Lady of the Lake’, a

repeat-flowering rambler with small blush

pink flowers; the wonderful climber ‘The

Generous Gardener’ with soft pink, strongly

fragrant flowers and my favourite of the

ramblers – ‘Francis E. Lester’, single pink

flowers followed by masses of orange hips.

Coming
up roses!

Gardening

GENIUS

2 
If planting a climbing rose, put the vine 

eyes into the wall and run the training 

wires along before you plant it, not the 

following year, as by then it’ll have grown 

and it won’t be so easy. I always like to prune 

my climbing roses twice a year, just a bit in 

autumn and then again properly at the end  

of winter when they have no leaves on so  

I can see what I’m doing. When I’ve finished 

it looks really drastic, but given a few months 

they really spring into life. I train stems  

of climbing roses horizontally to ensure  

masses of blooms, otherwise they flower 

only at the top. 

Jo Wright, editor 

A
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3
Tiny Miniature roses can be pruned 

like their larger cousins, but to save 

yourself the job, they needn’t be. 

Simply maintain an attractive shape and 

remove weak and dead stems, and older 

growth occasionally down to the base, so 

that new, healthy growth is encouraged. 

Karen Murphy, features editor 

4 
If you want to grow roses in 
containers and have annuals grow 
through them, it’s best to establish 

the rose in the pot and create a strong 
framework a year before you do this. 
Ian Hodgson, editor-at-large

8
As most roses repeat flower, it is 

important to feed them well. The first 

application should be late March, early 

April and the second late June, early July. 

Make sure you sprinkle it evenly around the 

base of the rose and follow the instructions. 

Mulching over the top with some garden 

compost or similar will help to keep the soil 

damp and in good condition.

O Call 01902 376300 or visit www.
davidaustinroses.co.uk.

You too could try growing a 
luscious rose garden like the one 
at Mo�isfont Abbey in Hampshire! 

Prune Hybrid Teas 
now to reduce the 
chance of disease

Plant bare-root 
roses now, but 
prepare the 
ground well first

Subscribe now for £1 an issue! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn March 12 2016 / Garden News 7
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A�ractive
Sansevieria
trifasciata
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R
osemary is arguably the nation’s 

favourite herb and deserves a 

presence in most gardens. It’s no 

wonder, as it provides aromatic foliage, 

evergreen structure, and pretty blue flowers 

from spring to late autumn to boot. 

It has a long history in Britain, having been 

brought here by the Romans and cultivated 

since around the 14th century as a culinary 

and medicinal mainstay. Used, as today, in 

stews and with lamb or potato dishes, it was 

also appropriated as an antiseptic, to cure 

coughs, and its scent was considered so 

pungent as to ward off evil spirits.

In folklore its name seems to have 

originated from many places, but one story 

says that the Virgin Mary spread her blue 

cloak over a white-flowering rosemary bush 

when she stopped for a rest, and the flowers 

turned blue. The plant was said to be 

thereafter named the ‘Rose of Mary’. 

However, rosmarinus actually means  

‘dew of the sea’, meaning it originates  

from coastal regions of North Africa  

and the Mediterranean.

It has long been a symbol of remembrance 

and of memory, and has historically been 

used at funerals, and was even mentioned by 

Ophelia in Shakespeare’s Hamlet after her 

father died. In the past it was often made into 

garlands by students sitting exams to help 

them to remember their work.

At Kew Gardens, there are 15 specimens  

of Rosmarinus officinalis behind the 

scenes in the Economic Botany 

Collection, including samples of rosemary 

oil, leaves, wood and flowers, made available 

to researchers from around the world.

Rosmarinus officinalis VIP
Very Important 

Plant

If you’re sick of high-maintenance
houseplants wilting over the past
few months, look no further than
sansevieria. This is perhaps the mo
robust houseplant you can buy, an
one of the best for bright foliage, to
With thick, sturdy and sinewy, alm
flame-like leaves, you can see why
it has the descriptive and somewha
amusing common names ‘mother-
law’s tongue’ or ‘snake plant’!

Variegated Sansevieria trifascia

is a	ractive, with its sword-like
leaves’ lime edges, while Sansevie

bacularis has a li	le less of the wo
factor in colour but all of the intere
still, with its strange and unusual
cylindrical foliage.

Commonly available and touted
‘indestructible’, they do actually ne

some TLC. Whilst it is hap
on a sunny windowsill o
slightly shaded one, an
even above a radiator
– pre	y much any

situation – the way you
water it is key. As it
hails from Africa
and thrives there,
it isn’t keen on too

much moisture, so
don’t over water

it. Just once every
three weeks, or when

the compost gets too
dry will do, and add
plant feed in spring
and summer every
so often. You might

like to give it a houseplant holiday on
a warm sunny patio in summer so it
can breathe a bit of fresh air and get
some sun.

It won’t tolerate temperatures
below 10C (50F), so make sure it’s
in a relatively warm spot in cooler
seasons. In winter, only water it
every month or two – keeping it cool
and dry may even encourage it to
spring up with greenish star-like
flower bursts from summer the
following year.

Like most houseplants, it’ll need
re-po	ing every couple of years to
keep it healthy and happy.

 ner

Odd-looking 
Sansevieria 
bacularis

Sansevieria

S
mall but mighty, these creepy crawly horrors are  

the bane of many a greenhouse owner’s life.

They love the warmth and dry atmosphere of 

greenhouses, conservatories and centrally-heated 

houses, quickly building huge colonies on the  

underside of leaves, literally sucking the life out  

of your beloved plants.

Self defence: As they love the warm and dry so much, 

mist plants regularly, and be sure to damp down the 

greenhouse on warm sunny days. A predatory mite  

is available as a biological control and is generally 

thought to be better than pesticides, although those 

including plant oils or extracts (e.g. Vitax Organic Pest 

and Disease Control) or fatty acids (e.g. Bayer Natria  

Bug Control) can be used.

Responsible for: Leaves gradually turning pale, 

mottled and rather dusty looking. Small webs are  

visible on the underside of leaves.

Affects: Many plants, especially those grown  

in greenhouses or conservatories.

Red spider mite



Fertilisers
add nutrients
to plants but
too much can

be harmful

D
ubbed the ‘super bloom’, the hottest place on

earth has been temporarily transformed by

millions of seeds springing to life after a

decade of slumber. Instead of a parched landscape of

sand dunes, salt lakes and rocky scree, where summer

temperatures can reach 56.7C (134F), sheets of desert

gold daisy, Geraea canescens, and other wildflowers

now coat the 240km (150 mile) long national park in

vibrant colour. The mass blooming was triggered by

freak torrential rain in October, which saw 7.5cm(3in)

of water fall in five hours, instead of the normal 5cm

(2in) for the year. ‘Super blooms’ last occurred in 1998

and 2005, both El Nino weather years.

Death Valley
comes to life

    

Annual desert gold
daisy in blossom
after a 10-year wait

Death Valley’s
parched
landscape

Desert five-spot
eremalche in bloom
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Garden Magic, Making the 
Ordinary Extraordinary
George Carter
Garden designer George Carter uses the 

green simplicity of his Norfolk garden  

to show the transforming effect of 

structures, furniture and containers. The 

garden, firmly rooted in his love of 17th- 

century formality, has been furnished 

with commonplace DIY store or salvage 

materials, converted into gates, obelisks 

or even the theatrical trimmings of a 

garden shed. Proof of what a jigsaw and 

ingenuity can yield.

Best line: It’s good to look back; the

history is there with thousands of ideas,

all waiting to be ransacked, and it

shouldn’t be ignored.

Double-Barrelled Books, £25

Plant food

60
SECOND

Expert

I
t’s important for our plants to get 

a regular and consistent diet from 

March if they are to grow well. Like 

us, they need a few major foodstuffs 

(their equivalent of fats, sugars and 

carbohydrates) and a larger selection of 

trace elements, comparable to the vitamins 

and minerals in our diet. 

The ‘big three’ major nutrients are 

nitrogen, phosphorus and potassium. The 

chemical symbols NPK on a fertiliser bag 

represent the ratio of these nutrients 

supplied, but they are also found in plant 

and animal wastes, although plants only 

absorb them in specific chemical forms 

produced by soil processes. Other major 

nutrients include carbon and oxygen, 

absorbed from the air, and calcium, which 

usually comes from soil. 

Trace elements or micro nutrients like 

boron, manganese, sulphur and zinc are 

required in only minute quantities,  

but are vital for healthy growth. Their  

lack can result in disorders known as 

‘mineral deficiencies’, each marked by 

distinctive symptoms. 

More is not necessarily better, though, 

and an over-supply of nutrients can be 

equally harmful. Excess potash, for 

example, causes magnesium deficiency in 

tomatoes, too much nitrogen boosts potash 

uptake, and too much calcium ‘locks up’ 

iron and magnesium, producing pale leaves 

on acid-loving plants like azaleas and 

blueberries. 

A balanced diet is crucial, but whether it 

should be ‘organic’ or ‘chemical’ is 

fundamentally a question of philosophical 

stance rather than a realistic understanding 

of plant chemistry. Roots don’t differentiate 

between organic and synthetic fertilisers. 

The foods they absorb are simple 

chemical compounds dissolved in water, 

their source quite unrecognisable by the 

time they are available to roots. When 

absorbed they are all essentially the same.
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CHANGE
THE WAY YOU GARDEN

forever
With easy-to-fit, optional
attachments available for: 

■ Digging/weeding 

■ Lawn raking/dethatching 

■ Lawn aerating

■ Lawn edging

it loves the 
jobs you hate!

the MANTIS COMPOSTUMBLER

To find out more about 2 products that could revolutionise

your gardening visit makegardeningeasier.co.uk
or call us FREE* on 0800 988 4828 (Please quote 34416105)

4
models to

choose from

(electric or petrol)

compost in just 14 days!
4 sizes to 

choose from 
to suit your

garden

the mantis.

■

■

■



There are only 10
species worldwide.
It is a popular plant
in Japan, where the

common name yukiwariso means the
‘herb that emerges from the snows’.
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‘Sengairei’
An intricate pink, white and

green double from Ashwood

Nurseries. Height: 15cm (4in).

Hepatica nobilis
The most commonly grown 
natural species, a lilac 
beauty. Height: 15cm (4in).

’Forest White’
Pretty purple stamens 

characterise this white 

variety. Height: 10cm (4in).

‘Forest Red’
The first of the ‘Forest Series’ 

of varieties in magnificent 

magenta. Height: 10cm (4in).

‘Forest Purple’
A vibrant purple member of 

the ‘Forest Series’. Height: 

10cm (4in).

Four varieties for you to try

Plant 
OF THE 
WEEK

Hepaticas
Rare and unusual spring woodland beauties

A
nemone-like hepaticas 

really are some of the 

prettiest jewels of spring, 

and while they are not really  

in stiff competition with cheery, 

bold daffodils and the like,  

they hide in the shade with a 

quiet beauty that arguably 

surpasses all the blowsier 

blooms of the season.

They are supremely hardy,  

and in the wilds of North 

America, Europe and Asia they 

can be found pushing up flowers 

through snow-covered ground  

– hence they thrive in our 

temperate climate in March.

They are rather rare plants, and 

though Hepatica nobilis and some 

commercial hybrids are available 

fairly widely and cheaply, the 

more unusual species, especially 

those with double flowers, are  

to be found through specialist 

growers and can fetch upwards  

of £30 per plant.  

Try a cluster of similar 

shade-loving, low-  

growing plants 

mixed together 

under a wooded  

area to complement 

your beautiful 

hepaticas – trilliums, 

erythroniums and 

its similar cousin, the anemone, 

will only bring out its beauty 

more. Alternatively, grow them 

in an alpine display.

Keep them happy 
As woodland plants, hepaticas 

enjoy liberal shade with dappled 

sun. They are needy, hungry 

plants, which enjoy rich, heavy 

and moist but well-drained soil. 

For best flowering effect you 

shouldn’t move them – leave 

them to naturally colonise your 

woodland area, as they do not 

like being disturbed. In autumn, 

a layer of mulch will improve the 

soil around them, plus a winter 

feed of blood, fish and bone will 

see them through until spring. 

 

Suppliers
O Crocus, tel: 01344 578111; 

www.crocus.co.uk 

O Ashwood Nurseries,  

tel: 01384 401996; www.

ashwoodnurseries.com



Post to:  

£6.95

SAVE £6.95 £13.90

£8.99

£5.99

To order: Call 0844 573 8366, return coupon below or visit www.unwins.co.uk/RGGNX1

Plant an array
of setting suns

9 plants

£13.90
for

Save £6.95!

�  Delivered as plug plants 
from May.

�  Plug plants are 5cm plugs 
that are approximately 10cm 
from root to tip. 

�  Height: 40-50cm / 16-20in.
�  Winter hardy perennial. 

�  Refund or replacement guaranteed in
the unlikely event that your plants fail to 
grow satisfactorily, given reliable care 
and attention. 

NEW
and ex clusive

to Unwins

Rudbeckia 
‘Russet Glow’
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Could your garden offer more help to bumblebees?

Bee my friend
With Julian Rollins
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Busy bees pollinating
Crocus vernus ‘King
of the Striped’

B
ees could do with a little help at

this time of year, after months of

hibernation have taken their toll.

Bumblebee queens will be emerging from

their long sleep and need to find a good nest

site quickly then get started on their life’s

work – colony-building.

If all goes well, these colonies will fill

gardens with lots of worker bees by late

spring and summer. It’s hard to picture now,

but those warm days will come and the buzz

of bees busy in borders is one of the joys of

summer. Having plenty of bumblebees

around is also a matter of self-interest for

gardeners. We rely on these heavyweight

pollinators when it comes to pollinating

our fruit and veg.

Early spring can be challenging though,

and queen bees often emerge hungry into a

hostile, cold, wet world. They’ll have used up

stored energy during hibernation and have

little left to fuel flight, so if they can’t find

flowers to feed at without flying too far,

they’re likely to starve.

Therefore, a bee-kind garden needs to have

plenty of early spring nectar sources, such as

daffodils, snowdrops and crocuses, as well as

being packed with insect-friendly flowers

later in the season.

You can measure how a bumblebee would

rate your garden by visiting the ‘Bee kind’

pages at the Bumblebee Conservation Trust’s

website: beekind.bumblebeeconservation.org

Tick which flowering plants you grow, then

check your garden score. A small garden is

doing well if it hits 2,500 points, while a large

garden above 5,500 rates as excellent.

My medium-sized garden scores a rather

disappointing 2,100. Too much lawn, I think.

Following the ‘Bee Kind’ tailored tips on

which plants to grow to increase my garden’s

score, I’m going to find space for a mahonia

and lots of alliums.

You can also select plants by colour,

shape, size and month of flowering, to put

together a list that gives something in flower

every month from early spring to autumn.

That should keep bumblebees happy,

as well as your pollinating butterflies,

miner and honey bees.

es’ pollinating attributes

� y As they come and go, that fuzz 

 up pollen grains, which get carried 

from flower to flower. Plus the hairs 

are forked at the tip, making them 

ven more effective pollen carriers.

Long tongues Some species have 

a-long tongues that enable them to 

feed from longer, tubular flowers that other 

insects can’t rea

O�Buzz pollinat
Bumblebees are able

to shake free pollen

grains from tightly-packe

anthers by buzzing really hard.

Listen out for this intense, short sound on a

summer afternoon.

O
ver the years, I have frequently

mentioned the old saying ‘as

the daylight lengthens, the cold

strengthens’ as having a good deal of

validity, and it certainly has had more 

than a grain of truth this year. During the 

first eight days of December 2015, the 

average temperature in my garden in 

Surrey was 10.9C (51.6F) with no frosts. 

January 2016 measured 5.9C (42.6F) with 

one air frost, February recorded 7.9C 

(46.2) with no frost, but the first eight 

days of March registered just 4C (40F) 

with four air frosts. 

One hundred years ago, it was even 

more extreme for, after a mild winter, 

severe snowstorms led to mountainous 

snow drifts some 15m (50ft) high across 

England and Wales during March.

An active low-pressure system gave 

quite a deluge overnight on March 8  

this year across England and Wales, 

depositing 22.3mm (¾in) of rain in my 

rain gauge, making it very squelchy 

underfoot in the garden. Only twice in 

the past 37 years has this amount been 

exceeded in a 24-hour period. 

I could do with a ‘peck of March dust 

that is worth a King’s ransom in gold’, 

according to weather lore. It means that 

after the wetness of winter, dry weather 

is best in March so you can work the land 

and prepare for the growing season. 

It does look drier in the coming 10 days 

or so, but there’s still a chance of some 

night frost. Easter, though, does have a 

wintry look to it at this stage, with winds 

coming down from the north, and a real 

risk of frost and possible snow showers, 

especially in the north. 

O Visit Ian Currie’s website at  

www.frosted earth.com

an C
u

rrie

‘The Great 
Snow’ at 
Chipping 
Norton in 
1916

Easter has a 
wintry look 

With Ian Currie
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DAVID AUSTIN
®

David C.H. Austin

Enjoy beautiful blooms all summer long…

By planting David Austin’s English Roses over the next few weeks, you’ll be giving them plenty
of time to establish in the garden before they burst into flower this summer.  With their many

petalled scented blooms, large array of colours and natural shrubby growth, they will complement
both traditional and contemporary gardens – enhancing mixed cottage garden style borders, as
well as softening hard modernist lines.

Visit: www.davidaustinroses.com Call: 01902 376300

We’re offering readers of Garden News 15% OFF every time you order with us before
April 30th 2016, quoting code GN84.
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Join in with Team GN and try fruit 
and veg with a difference this year!

Let’s get 
growing

A
s well as the usual staples I eat, such

as tomatoes, carrots, onions and

raspberries, each year I also grow

something new that I’ve never tried before.

Sometimes it’s a success and not only does it

grow well but I actually like it. Other times it’s

a disaster, either because the seed failed to

even germinate or because when it did grow

I didn’t like the taste, texture, or both. Trying

new flowers, on the other hand, tends to be

easier, as I know what they will look like,

their colour, height and spread. Sometimes

they don’t do as well as they could have,

but that’s gardening for you, and if I really

love it I’ll ask advice and have another go.

Red cabbage
surprise!
This year I’ll grow Brussels sprout ‘Ruby

Crunch’. The stalks have a surprise at

the top – a red cabbage. Raw red cabbage

is full of vitamin C, A, K and B6, and

provides some essential minerals, too.

I’m not suggesting I’m going to eat the

sprouts raw, but possibly the cabbage. If

NEW
 SERIE

S!

Jo Wright
Editor

the sprouts are like other red veg, they’re 

also going to be full of antioxidants. It 

crops in October to early December, and 

even though it’s pretty colouring makes 

it an ideal veg for flower borders, I’ll be 

growing them on the allotment so I can 

keep them under an Envirofleece ‘tent’ 

to protect them from brassica massacre. 

Every year I battle with cabbage whites 

and every year one manages to find 

its way in. It’s amazing the damage 

one little butterfly can do. I wonder 

if this year will be any different?

Pink blueberries
I’ll also be growing three different 

blueberry varieties. I saw them in 

our recent offer in GN – buy two, get 

one free – so I succumbed. I eat this 

delicious fruit every morning on 

my porridge and love the idea of 

running out into the garden as the 

porridge is cooking, to pick them. 

I’ve gone for ‘Draper’ which has 

large berries from late July, and 

‘Bluecrop’, the most widely grown 

blueberry in the world because 

it’s reliable, high yielding, has a 

good flavour, but isn’t quite as 

sweet as some. The third is ‘Pink 

Lemonade’. Yes, I fell for the name 

and also the fact that it has pink berries. 

The berries are reportedly sweet, and it has

showy pink-white flowers in spring, and

autumn leaves that turn golden yellow and

then bright orange, so I’ll grow them near

the house for decorative effect. The plants

are self-pollinating. I’ll have to grow them

in pots with ericaceous compost, as my soil

is off the scale when it comes to alkalinity.

I’m tickled pink at the
prospect of this unusual
blueberry variety!

Follow our trials 
and tribulations 
out on the plot!

D
.T. B

ro
w

n



GROW
WITH US

16 Garden News / March 19 2016

Two-tone toms
I’ll also be growing grafted tomatoes

again. They’re more expensive than

standard plants and significantly pricier

than a pack of seeds, but last year I took

the plunge and bought 12 plants – they

cropped so heavily, I really only needed

six. They completely filled the greenhouse

and I had to squeeze by carefully when

watering. Wow, the smell as I brushed past!

I ended up lashing more canes together to

support the weight of all the fruit. This year

I’ll put up a much stronger support structure

before planting. A lot of commercial growers

use grafted plants, in fact, the labels on

my plants said ‘For retail sale’ indicating

that they were from trade stock. As they’re

grafted, some have yellow and red fruits on

the same plant, which will be a bit of fun.

Zesty tubers
I’ve also recently planted oca, also known as

New Zealand yams. I’m trying them in a large

container. I’ve never grown them before.

Apparently, they have a crisp texture when

eaten raw, and a lemony flavour. I plan to

pick some of the leaves for salads, and grate

the fleshy tubers into coleslaw. The tubers

Jo Wright
Editor continued

I planted have rose skins but you can

also find red ones, and they should

have a cream or pale orange flesh.

They can also be cooked just like potatoes,

and taste nuttier than they do when raw.

They look a bit like Jerusalem artichokes but

are tiny and not invasive. I’ve read it’s best

to expose them to sunlight to sweeten the

taste, and they don’t go green like potatoes,

so there’s no need to keep them in the dark.

I’m getting excited about growing them and

keep discovering more recipes for them, so

may go online and buy some more.

Ian Hodgson
Editor at Large

Easy-to-grow
delicacy
The salt-tolerant vegetable agretti is a bit

like samphire, the wild vegetable you find

growing is salt marshes along the coast. But

agretti comes from Italy, where it’s

a delicacy. It’s apparently less

salty than samphire, with

overtones of spinach. The

youngest leaves can be eaten

raw in salads, larger leaves

can be wilted in a pan with

lemon and olive oil and served

as a side dish for fish, or it can be fried

until crispy and added to stir-fries.

Seeds are often sold under their

botanical name Salsola soda and they

need to be fresh to germinate. Despite

hailing from seaside habitats, they

don’t need any special growing

conditions. Direct sown in late

spring in a sunny position, leaves

will be ready to harvest in a month.

Tomato
toughie
Tomato ‘Crimson Crush’ is

said to be the most blight-

resistant available, able to

‘grow away’ from infection,

which will only affect about

10 per cent of the leaves and

won’t reduce cropping. You

can grow it from seed but it’s

also available as a grafted

plant, which gives even more

vigour. I’m going to grow it

outdoors alongside a variety

with no blight resistance,

and compare how they

perform. It won’t be an exact

test as it will depend on

how bad a blight year it is,

but it will be an interesting

experiment nonetheless.

The ‘Pironi’ pear

Grafted plants
are prolific
croppers

Jo has been
researching
recipes for oca

Will ‘Crimson
Crush’ resist
blight?

I’m giving
samphire-like
agre�i a go
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Neat new pears

T
his year I’m growing two new dwarf

pear trees from Swiss plant breeder

Lubera in containers. One is a genetic

dwarf, meaning that it is naturally small

growing and its rootstock is less important.

It’s known as ‘Pironi’ but has also been

named ‘Joy of Kent’ for the British market.

Two dwarf trees were cross-bred to produce

a small tree that will only reach 150cm (5ft)

in 25 years. It’s also been interbred with

‘Conference’, ‘Comice’ and ‘Packham’s

Triumph’ to produce a quality russeted fruit.

The second tree is one with a columnar

totem-pole habit. It’s new to the market and

known as both ‘Pirini’ and ‘Myway’.

I’ll be interested to see

how they both

perform in

pots.
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Karen Murphy
Features Editor

Soak seeds in cold camomile tea before planting. It’s anti fungal and 
can help stop damping off. Use a free-draining compost – I don’t use 
seed compost, as I find they benefit from John Innes No 3 mixed with 
grit, as they are heavy feeders. Keep plants moist once growing. Pinch 
the growing tip off when it reaches seven true leaves, to encourage 
fruiting side shoots. I grow mine through black weed-suppressant 
material, which also helps mulch the area and keep the soil warm.

T
his year I’m planning on ringing the 

changes a little, trying new colours, 

varieties and ways of growing, all the 

while sticking to fruit and veg I like to eat 

and that will be relatively simple to get going. 

This is the key to successful veg gardening, I 

always think – there’s no point growing gluts 

of the things you won’t eat, and it should also 

be a fairly simple labour of love. These are 

some of the treats I have in store this year…

Colourful 
cauliflower
I love cauliflower and I love colour, so I’m 

looking forward to growing heritage variety 

‘Purple Graffiti’. It has an RHS Award of 

Garden Merit due to its many benefits – it’s 

quick maturing, grows large tasty curds, and 

doesn’t need to be shielded from the sun 

like white varieties – the purple colouring 

apparently gets even brighter if you leave 

it exposed to some rays, and is full of 

antioxidants, too.

Basils with bite
I’m planning to have a go with different

basils this year, growing for different 

flavours. There are ranges of varieties, 

far beyond the common supermarket 

basil, which have flavours of cloves, 

lemon and even cinnamon. Thai basil 

has a strong liquorice scent and flavour, 

while mammoth basil has leaves as 

large as lettuce, so it can be a central 

ingredient in salads. For more unusual 

basil varieties, the only way to grow is 

from seed. They need to be started off 

in warm conditions indoors and grown 

on as annuals. If you grow them in pots 

you can move them outside for summer, 

then bring them in when the weather 

cools, keeping them going for longer. 

Nutty
courgette
I’m the first to admit I’ve 

chosen to grow courgette 

‘Zephyr’ because of it’s 

unusual colouring – custard 

yellow with pale green ends. It

promises to be a high-yielding

bushy plant, though, with

nutty flavours – I’m excited

about growing this one.

Strawberry
wigwam!
Climbing strawberry ‘Mount

Everest’ is a plant that you can

do so much with, and I will be

trying it as a design feature

climbing up a wigwam in a

large pot, much as you might

do a sweet pea. You could get

really ambitious with it and

train it up an elaborate arch

or training wires! It’s ever-

bearing, so I’ll hopefully be

picking fruit from it until the

end of September.

Heritage cucumber
Cucumber ‘White Wonder’ is another heritage

variety from the USA, which produces masses

of small white-yellow fruits. I’ll grow it in a pot,

supported by canes. Great for my summer salads 

and for pickling, but also, if I’ve grown too many, 

I’m sure my pet bearded dragon lizard, who 

loves cucumber, will munch on the remainder!

Continues over the page

How to grow cucumbers

Start off unusual 
basil varieties 
from seed

Zephyr promises 
high yields

Brightening the 
veg beds with 
‘Purple Graffiti’

I’m hoping for 
a mountain of 
strawberries!
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Remember to

keep an eye

open for our 

‘Grow with us’ 

features

Potager veg

L
ast year I grew some amazing red

cabbage ‘Red Jewel’ that had leaves

of dusky purple, as good as any

decorative foliage plant. It inspired me

to try growing them again in amongst

my ornamental flowers, in a bed with

contrasting purple and orange shades,

alongside purple-peach erysimum, soft

orange roses, and Verbena bonariensis.

Taking the theme further, I’ve decided

to try creating a ‘potager-lite’ effect,

working attractive veg plants into all

my borders and container displays.

Globe artichokes are incredibly

architectural plants and I’ll grow a purple

variety such as ‘Violet de Provence’ to

add even more visual appeal. Similarly,

I’m going to grow stately and towering

Jerusalem artichokes for tall flowers and

foliage that’ll create a useful windbreak in

my exposed garden. I plan to grow them in

a container so I can create a portable design

feature – a moveable feast, so to speak!

Having grown oca last year, the lemony-

tasting foliage was a revelation. It’s pretty

too, with it’s clover-leaf shape, so I’m going

to grow it in pots among trailing bedding

plants, and snip off leaves for my

salads as and when I need them. Chilli

‘Basket of Fire’ will do a similar job,

livening up my container displays.

Tiny ‘Red

Currant’ toms
This species of tomato was found

growing on a Peruvian beach

in 1707 and has hardly changed

through breeding since then, so

it’s a genuine heritage variety.

It produces tiny fruits that look

like redcurrants, hence the

name. It’s said to tolerate cooler

temperatures well, so ideal for

UK growing, and the fruits are

crisp with an intense tart, fruity

flavour. I intend to use them in

salads as a pretty garnish, and

I’m hoping each one will be a

taste explosion.

Super sweet

gooseberries
It’s so hard getting gooseberries

from the shops these days that

I’ve decided to set up a dedicated

gooseberry bed, with a mix of

bushes. Two from Swiss grower

Lubera, ‘Darling’ and ‘Golding’,

promise berries sweet enough

to eat straight from the bush.

Mildew can be a problem in my

dry soil, and these varieties are

said to have good resistance.

‘Golding’ looks to be particularly

interesting – its yellow fruits are

said to be sweet and aromatic.

My mouth is watering already!

Two to try: ‘Golding’
(above) and
‘Darling’ (below)

Tiny toms –
perfect as a
salad garnish

A jewel in the
flower garden!

Spice up your 
borders, and 

your meal times

Melissa Mabbitt
Garden Writer
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Pre�y foliage makes 
oca an a�ractive 
container plant

Supplier info

O��Sarah Raven, tel: 0345 092 0283; www.sarahraven.com

O�Lubera, tel: 0845 527 1658; www.lubera.co.uk 

O�Dobies of Devon, 0844 967 0303; www.dobies.co.uk 

O��D.T. Brown, tel: 0333 003 0869;  www.dtbrown seeds.co.uk 

O��Su�ons, tel: 0844 326 2200; www.su�ons.co.uk 

O��Thompson & Morgan, tel: 0844 573 1818; www.thompson-morgan.com 
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Floribunda Sublime Scent Mix

25 seeds £2.49

Unsurprisingly
Suttons...

As seed purveyors since 1806 it’s no surprise we have all the gardener’s

favourite seeds including the Sweet Pea, the nation’s favourite! The

Floribunda Sublime Scent Mix is the ultimate sweet pea, boasting a rare

combination of large flowers with a strong fragrance and long stems for

cutting. View our full sweet pea range at www.suttons.co.uk/sweetpea

BY APPOINTMENT TO
HER MAJESTY THE QUEEN

SEEDSMEN
SUTTONS CONSUMER
PRODUCTS LIMITED
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BUY 
NOW
24/7
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NEW
& exclusive

Large 
flowers 

and strong 
scent!

4
4
2
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Large root complex
with fresh green shoots

Plant just below
the surface

Dactylorhiza 
foliorella, 
commonly sold 
as D.foliosa 
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Get the right compost

OCypripedium: An inorganic mix of coarse Perlite,
pumice, fine grit and a small amount of fine bark.
OBletilla: Free-draining, sandy loam and coarse grit.

OCalanthe: Keep compost free-draining but damp,
made of fine bark, organic loam and coarse grit.
ODactylorhiza: Free-draining, sandy loam, Perlite and
grit, plus lime stone dust, if necessary, to reduce acidity.

Get planting for a superb summer garden show – expert and
grower Jeff Hutchings points us to four of the easiest to grow

Outstanding 

orchids 
to plant now!

S
pring has arrived and, hopefully, some 

spring-like weather, so it’s time to add 

some signature plants to your garden 

that have a bit of wow factor. What better 

than some terrestrial hardy orchids from as 

far away as Japan and the USA, and also some 

classic British natives? 

Put aside for a moment the complexities  

of growing epiphytic indoor orchids, which 

have totally different growing requirements. 

Hardy garden, or terrestrial, orchids are 

simply perennial plants with a variable 

dormancy period, and can be grown in the 

garden or in an outdoor container. 

All four of the different orchid genus 

detailed here can be planted in the garden 

and are capable of tolerating conditions 

throughout the year. Each one has different 

environmental requirements that need to be 

found in the garden or created, to enable the 

plants to grow successfully.

It’s important to appreciate 

what constitutes a suitably-sized 

plant to survive the initial 

season. Depending on the genus, 

it takes between four and six 

years to raise plants from seed 

sown in a sterile flask to a 

flowering-sized plant. Hardy 

orchids are a group of plants 

where, unfortunately, it is 

uneconomical to buy younger 

plants. And a word of warning – it is virtually 

impossible to simply buy seeds and plant 

them in compost. Here are four of the best to 

grow for beauty and ease – enjoy! 

OSpring’s the ideal time for
planting, preferably into a sunny
site in a free-draining soil. The
pseudobulbs should be set about 
3cm (1¼in) under the surface. The 
new buds will rapidly grow as the 
soil warms up, before flowering 
fantastically from June. This genus 
responds to regular feeding.

O New growths and roots develop 
when the current-season flower 
spikes have finished in the summer. 
This is the best time for plants to  
be divided. 
O Gardeners should always try to 
buy plants that have been stored  
in pots during the winter. Some 
mail-order plants have been stored 
dry for some months and would 
therefore take up to a year for the 
buds to recover and grow properly.

Bletilla striata,
left, and the
variety ‘Penway
Paris’, right

Bletilla
  Background   This was one of the first orchids to be cultivated 

in the United Kingdom, with references as far back as 1794. It’s  

a Far Eastern genus that develops from a pseudobulb growing 

2-3cm (¾-1¼in) below the surface. It produces thick grass-like 

leaves, with beautiful bright flower spikes between June and

August up to a metre in height, depending on the hybrid. 



O These are winter-dormant species that 

go through a complete regeneration of the 

tuber each year, in the same way as a 

potato. The tuber is known as a finger tuber 

and may produce two or more new ones 

each year. Growth starts in the early spring, 

with flowering from a single spike from May 

until July. 

O They do well in both a garden and 

grassland situation, in full sun. They are 

very popular as part of wildflower areas. 

O Tubers should be planted in March by 

either making a slit in the ground and 

lowering in the tuber so the bud is 2cm 

(¾in) below the surface, or making a hole 

sufficiently large to accommodate the 

tuber. Enough space should be allowed for 

the roots to develop horizontally around 

the crown. The large hybrids are best grown 

in full sun wi     

The vivid purple
cones of D. majalis

British native common
spo�ed orchid

Southern  
marsh orchid

Plant in a small 
hole to the depth 
of the tuber

Large mass of
roots and new
flowering buds

Plant with top of buds
above the surface, and
cut off old leaves

Plant with  
new bud above 
the surface

White D. fuchsii

OThey grow well in semi-shade,

damp acidic sites in the garden or

in large pots. The flower spikes

come up through the centre of the

new growth just in advance of the

leaves opening fully. The pleated

leaves look similar to hostas’, and

in some species may be up to

30cm (12in) in length. Again,

regular feeding encourages

rapid clumping.

OThey are best planted now, in

early spring, leaving the old

leaves on for the first couple of

weeks until the plant has se�led

in. Po�ed plants are likely to have

a large root system, so a hole

30cm (12in) deep may be

necessary in order to let it spread.

In many cases it will be sensible to

add peat-based compost or fine

bark to the soil to provide a

woodland type soil. They go well

with hostas and ferns, and

flowering occurs from April to

June, depending on species.

OPlants currently available

include large specimens with

numerous flower buds. Don’t

worry if the old leaves are very

ta�y – you will soon be able to

remove them. There are also

plants available bare-rooted.

These have been imported from
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Japan, lack roots and leaves, and

will take some time to se�le into

the totally different environment

of your garden.
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Calanthe
  Background   This is another large genus from the east, but only  

a few of the species are hardy enough to grow in a garden or cold 

greenhouse. They are semi-evergreen, with leaves being lost after 

frost. They have pseudobulbs that look like large shrimp, hence the 

Japanese name ‘Ebine’, meaning ‘shrimp root’. They are revered in 

Japan and the owner of one prize-winning plant actually paid for his 

house over a 20-year period selling offsets each year! Some have a 

strong fragrance, and flowers will last anything up to eight weeks.

Continues over the page

Dactylorhiza
  Background   This genus includes the marsh orchid 

and the native common spotted orchid, which some 

lucky people have growing like weeds around their 

gardens, and the massive purple-spiked misnamed  

D. foliosa. There are a number of British dactylorhiza 

species, plus numerous hybrids. In 1829 a dactylorhiza 

was brought back from Madeira and given the name  

D. maderensis, later changed to D. foliosa. However, the 

majority of plants sold under this name are actually  

D. foliorella and they make spectacular garden plants, 

often producing large clumps flowering in June and July, 

on spikes up to 70cm (2ft 4in) tall.

Of all orchids, members of the vanilla genus are the only ones that produce an agriculturally valuable crop. 95 per cent of the world’s vanilla pods are derived from one species, 
Vanilla planifolia.

DID 
YOU KNOW?

Ethereal 
Calanthe 
aristulifera, 
left, and hybrid 
‘Takane’, right



Supplier info

Rare in the wild, 
the dramatic lady’s 
slipper orchid 

OWhilst the majority of plants sold are hybrids, they

still need the requirements that enable the species

to thrive in the wild. Many species live at high altitude

or in a monsoon climate. To replicate such conditions,

a cold semi-shaded area should be found in the garden.

Cypripediums thrive if they are frozen for a period

of time during the winter, and need to be cool

during summer.

OThe simple way of planting is to plant the rhizome in a

5 or 7.5-litre pot using your compost mix, with the buds

3cm (1¼in) below the surface. Then sink the pot into an

appropriate spot in your garden to soil level and cover

with fine grit. The plants will grow happily in this mix for

several years, provided they are fed every fortnight

using a weak high-potash fertiliser. This has proved

successful, keeping soil out of the crown of the rhizome

in summer when excessive damp can cause crown rot.

Because the rhizome is not disturbed it’s possible to

plant at any time of year, but from late winter is the best

as you can enjoy the full season of growth.

Pre�y, light
pink and
veined ‘Sabine’

A
lam

y

Sink the rhizome
in a large pot
into the soil

Exquisite colours and
shapes of cypripediums
are available

Fill with your compost
mix, with buds below
the surface, and
cover with grit
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Cypripediums
  Background   This is the famous slipper

orchid genus, known by gardeners who have

heard about the small pocket of them planted

at Silverdale Golf Course in Lancashire. One

single native plant, protected for decades in

the Yorkshire Dales, was brought into use by

experts at Kew – in 1986 a project was started

to reintroduce them into the wild. Early June

brings a glorious display of their efforts at Gait

Barrows in Cumbria. All plants sold in the UK

come from a small number of continental

specialist nurseries, which often means the

planting and growing instructions supplied

are more suited to the continental climate

than the UK, so do check how you should be

growing them here. Depending on the hybrid,

flowering takes place between April and July,

with individual flowers lasting for about two

weeks. Unfortunately, many gardeners have

bought cypripediums from garden centres in

the last few years that were in compost not

suitable in our wet climate, and many plants

were lost. Hopefully, you’ll be encouraged to

have another go at growing this special plant.

Charles Darwin wrote a bookabout orchid pollination called TheVarious Contrivances by which Orchidsare Fertilised by Insects. One of his mostfamous predictions was that a moth with an extremely long tongue must exist toreach the nectar in the long spurs ofthe Christmas star orchid. Forty twoyears later the moth Xanthopanmorganii praedicta was
discovered.

DID 
YOU KNOW?

O Jeff Hutchings’ nursery, Laneside Hardy 

Orchids, near Preston, is the only specialist 

retail hardy orchid nursery in the UK.  

It sells a wide range of hardy terrestrial 

orchids, including all four mentioned in  

this article, as well as others such as bee 

orchids and helleborines. Jeff is also 

chairman of the British Orchid Grower’s 

Association. Growing information and advice 

can be found on his website, as well as on the 

Laneside Hardy Orchids Facebook page.   

Call 01995 605537, or visit www. 

lanesidehardyorchids.com

O Jeff will be at the RHS London Spring  

Plant Extravaganza on April 1-2 at the 

Horticultural Halls in Westminster. 

O He will also appear at the Harrogate 

Spring Flower Show on April 21-24, and at 

the Malvern International Orchid Show on 

June 17-19.

Along with Asteraceae, 

Orchidaceae is the 

largest flowering family, 

numbering more  

than 27,000.

DID 

YOU KNOW?

The variety 
‘Gisella Pastel’



Your Name:.................................................................................................................... Tel no:.............................................................................

Your Address:.............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................................Post Code:.......................................

e-mail (if any) .............................................................................................................................................................................................................................

Please send me: ................... Iron Stem Carnations TOTAL £__________________ + £4.50 P&P = £__________________ Cheque/PO enclosed.

Start /

Expiry /

Last 3 numbers on
signature panel on
back of card.

Issue no. Maestro

GN11

Your Signature:

.................................................................................................

Please quote 
ref. GN11

Cheques/PO’s: PLANTWORLD (Dept GN11), Burnham Road, South Woodham, Chelmsford, Essex, CM3 5QP

P&P £4.50 to 
total orderPlantw rld 01245 327110  plantworld.org.ukPhone:

payable to PLANTWORLDOr charge my card number

Special offer for readers of Garden News

Grow the carnation that needs no

heat and even thrives through ice

and snow. Iron Stem Carnations

These are the ‘cut and come again’ carnation, producing a 

colourful display of button-hole blooms but so easy to grow! 

Fragrant blooms every year, without replanting. 

Mixed colours include reds, white, yellows, rose, lavender and 

orange. Grow 20in tall. These are a very stong-stemmed variety 

which, unusually for carnations, are entirely winter hardy.

Hardy Iron Stem Carnations can be grown outside 

all-year-round, producing armfuls of seasonal delicious blooms. 

6D\�μQR�WKDQNV¶�WR�ÀRULVW�ELOOV���QRZ�\RX�FDQ�EH�VHOI�VXI¿FLHQW�LQ�

blooms for the house or as gifts for friends. 

No greenhouse or heating needed! 10 for £16.50       20 for £25.

  “Good quality

     plants well

         grown. 

  The plants tell

 their own story” 

- Christine Walkden. 
  See the video and

       our full range at:

plantworld.org.uk

Online:

Post:



24 Garden News / March 19 2016

Darli
buds a

Words Karen Murphy

Photos Neil Hepworth

Hasruty Patel
Location: 4 Ormonde Road,

Moor Park, Northwood,

London HA6 2EL

Size: ¼-acre front garden,

plus large back garden

Been in garden: 23 years

Aspect: Very sunny

front, and woodland

shade at the back

Open for NGS: Sunday

May 22 (2-5pm). Admission

£4.50, children free.

Homemade teas available.

w

Garden

OF THE
WEEK

E
arly spring is a hotbed of

activity at Hasruty and

Yogesh Patel’s beautiful

north London suburban garden.

This adventurous couple are

preparing now for the highlight

of their gardening calendar

year, when May brings a

flowering fiesta in time

for their NGS opening.

Amongst a spectacular

March display of daffodils,

burgeoning crown

imperials and tulips,

viburnum, flowering cherries

and daphne – the latter with a

wonderful heady scent to light

up the new season – Hasruty

and her helpful gardeners are

getting to work on their 10-week

countdown to the big day.

It’s now that she begins to

create an action plan with

Jack, the main worker, and

David, planner and consultant,

to decide what’s best to do,

involving a mass tidy up,

getting on top of what plants

she has, and deciding what

different flowers and shrubs

she wants to grow this year.

“This year, there’s been a lot

of early flowering,” Hasruty

says. “We’re just really hoping

all of our star plants are still in

bloom by then! Mind you, we

have beautiful peonies and

roses that will look splendid

as back up,” she laughs.

The far reaches of her back

garden are a romantic woodland,

where in May you will find

many rhododendrons, azaleas

and camellias – the classic

spring combination – lighting

up the garden with frilliness

and colour. Here, her recently

planted new line of flowering

cherries lead round to an

acer walk – a vivid red-purple

delight in autumn, but also

with strong foliage earlier in

the year – and then further on

to some wonderful magnolias.

“My favourites at that time

are actually my peonies – they

love to show off, like they’re

This adventurously-planted, elegant garden in London
comes to life in spring, with a wealth of interesting plants

A torrent of red fills the

later months of the year

with Hasruty’s many acers
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wearing beautiful ballgowns! I 

also love the bright and breezy 

tulips and spring clematis – 

although I make sure we have 

lots of clematis to last through 

the later seasons too,” she adds.

It’s only in the last three years 

that Hasruty and her husband 

have really experimented and 

gone all out with their garden 

design. As is often the way, 

their children flew the nest and 

suddenly a whole new gardening 

world opened up to them. 

The biggest change was 

structural – the large swimming 

pool next to the house has been 

filled in. “It’s now our enormous 

patio,” says Hasruty. “Because 

A grand seating area, once 

a large swimming pool, is 

the perfect place to view an 

abundance of plant colour

of the good old British climate, 

we found we weren’t using it, so 

we got rid. We were able to fill it 

in with some foundations dug 

up from work we’d completed

elsewhere – good recycling!”

The long view in the back

garden, full of colour and life,

hasn’t changed though – there’s

still a wonderful old supporting

treescape of aged specimens,

some of which are 60 to 80

years old. Looming conifers

and an unusual, spectacular,

rare variegated tulip tree 

add height and grandeur.

The quarter-of-an-acre 

front garden, however, is just 

as much part of their whole 

garden experience as the back. 

Magnolia grandiflora looks 

stunning, as well as an unusual 

yellow magnolia variety 

‘Yellow River’, which are both 

thinking about leaping into 

bloom in the next few weeks. 

The sunny, south-facing 

front garden is actually the 

Patels’ favourite gem. “We’ve 

a bench out there that we use 

all the time,” says Hasruty. 

“It gives a fantastic view of 

life on the street, as well as 

all the wonderful plants we 

show off. My father-in-law in 

particular loves it out there.”

This front area was rather 

awkward to plan and design, 

however, as it is a very large 

space and double the length on 

one side. But instead of worrying 

about plant symmetry, Hasruty 

and Yogesh decided to work 

with it. Now there is a fulsome 

Hasruty’s tips for success

1
If you site lots of plants

in containers, it’s a real

bonus – many work

perfectly well in them, and

you can move them around

as a design feature! I’m

always shifting my pots

about to see what they look

like in a different spot, and

you can have a mini revamp

to see them in a fresh light 

and next to other different-

coloured plants.

2 
Go out in the evening 

in October, say, and 

simply enjoy the feel 

of your garden. We enjoy 

summer and spring so much, 

but there’s a wonderful 

 feel to the outdoors in  

later seasons – forget the

cold and just sit back and

relax! There’s a different

light when the sun sets,

and a new set of birds –

it’s marvellous.

3
Learn from your

mistakes! When you

want something to

work so much, it’s common

for gardeners to get 

stubborn, but plants will only 

do what they want to do, so 

it’s best to work with them.

4
To produce an open, 

light and airy acer 

instead of a dense 

tree, I go against all advice 

and prune my acers by a  

third in spring.

perennial bed with a few 

sculptures decorating it and, on 

the other side, a pile of builder’s 

rubble has been fashioned into 

a magnificent dry bed. Unusual 

spicy yellow edgeworthia and 

hamamelis light up this area.

Hasruty’s garden planning 

every year has worked wonders 

– her successional planting 

scheme has built up over time 

to create fully stocked, vibrant 

borders for much of the year. 

Particular growing successes 

recently have been with striking 

viburnum, wispy fennel, 

unusual and delicate salvia ’Hot 

Lips’ and lots of brilliant lupins.

Foliage is key: lime 

alchemilla and fiery 

red-bronze acers 

help pick out the 

bright blue container

It’s all in the colour 

detail: top, a vivid 

water lily, and below, 

bright blue hydrangea

The Patel’s lavender 

bed will spring to life 

in summer, creating 

a scented treat

A sleek and stylish 

pond feature stands 

out well on the patio
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In the Patel’s beds 

surrounding the patio, 

colour comes mainly 

from leaves, not flowers

Experimenting is also key 

to the Patels’ gardening style. 

They recently encountered a 

superb specimen of a catalpa, 

or Indian bean tree, growing in 

a pot, which they want to try 

this year. “We gasped when we 

saw it, actually,” says Hasruty. 

“In the ground it usually grows 

into a massive tree, but in a pot 

it becomes nicely confined – and 

you can move it about into its 

best position. I’ve been told that 

if you prune it back hard to two 

buds in autumn, it stays a treat.”

Another new feature that 

Hasruty has decided on recently 

is planting more for scent. Right 

now her daphne, planted near 

the house for good effect, has 

an intoxicating smell, whilst a 

large lavender bed will spring 

to life in summer. “When my 

husband and I walk through 

that area and brush against it, it 

becomes a real sensory feast,” 

says Hasruty. “I also make sure 

I’m able to cut a lot of my flowers 

and bring them into the house 

for scent and bursts of colour.”

A traditional experiment 

the Patels are trying is planting 

wisteria to grace their house front

– Yogesh was inspired by another

splendid example in full bloom

elsewhere. “He was determined

to have one as soon as possible,”

says Hasruty, “despite my

warnings that it might damage

the brickwork, as it takes four or

five years for it to really develop.”

Hasruty had always wanted

to show her garden for the NGS

but, modestly, she wasn’t sure

if it was up to scratch. However,

when she visited the Chelsea

Flower Show one year she met

Susan Bennett, north-west

London NGS organiser. “She

came round to our garden,

said it was perfect, and to go

for it! I was so pleased – it’s

hard work but exciting

every year, especially

now in the run up to it.”

Hasruty’s gardening skills

have been well honed so

she can show off all her hard

work to visitors – a glorious

space has emerged, delighting

all who see it in May. But it is

truly a garden for all seasons,

which they get to keep to

themselves the rest of the year.

Amongst the limes and

yellows of the trees, sing

out pops of dianthus and

rose ‘Princess Ann’

An enticing rose 

archway invites you 

to explore the far 

reaches of the garden
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Hasruty’s charming plant choices

Peony
Extraordinary late spring and early summer 

blooms, often so large and bright, they’re 

hard to believe.

Crown imperial
Exotic-looking yellow or orange blooms look 

splendid in late spring. Plant in autumn for a 

show the following year.

Catalpa
Beautiful bronze to light-green foliage  

and amazing large, orchid-like blooms in  

late summer.

Tulip tree
A good value tree – shiny leaves turn yellow 

in autumn while, in July, large, tulip-shaped 

green and orange blooms appear.

Edgeworthia
A strongly-scented woodland plant from the 

Far East, they flower with clusters of yellow 

blooms throughout early spring.

Lupins
A classic to punctuate a summer border, 

with spires of vivid colour. Deadheading first 

flowers encourages a second showing later on.
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Divide phlox if
they’ve become
congested

Astrantia
major ‘Rubra’
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It’s the beginning of the season
and time to refresh your borders

I g
clea
my g n!

W
hen we came here

long, long ago, 38

years in fact, there

was no garden. A track led

up one side of the ground

until, towards the cottage, it

veered to the right to make a

turning area for vehicles.

Working full time, perhaps

the priority should have been

fixing up the house,

but needless to say the

garden came first, or at

least it did for me. When

we’d got the lie of the

land, the first primitive

plans started to be drawn

up. Eventually, they

became more refined

and included broad,

sweeping beds and

wide, curving borders.

In the event, none of

those carefully plotted

plans materialised.

Instead, the garden has

grown up in an organic

way, fashioning itself to

the geography of the

land and answering

the demands of the

conditions here.

One of the

solutions that ‘grew

up’ was to create

a series of terraced

beds on the west

side of the garden, with

retaining dry stone walls

and broad paths at their feet.

These beds tick over but

every so often they’re in need

of a garden renaissance, a

reworking of the planting to

return their original vitality.

This is the time for spring

cleans and fresh starts – it’s

the beginning of the growing

season and the perfect

moment to plan and plant.

Whether you’re planting

a new border or giving an

existing one a makeover, the

agenda is much the same.

All plant growth depends

on the condition of the soil, so

make sure it’s as fertile as can

be. Whether it is free draining

and lacks body, or it’s heavy and

wet, adding organic matter is the

answer. Homemade compost is

best, but there are proprietary

products such as composted

manure that will help.

If you’re revolutionising an

existing border as we are with

several of ours, be prepared to

take out all your perennial plants

such as astrantias, hostas, phlox
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Crab apple
blossom

Pussy willow

A variegated
Hosta undulata

var. univi�ata

Woodruff is also
known as sweet
scented bed straw

White hellebore
seedlings
regress to pink

A breeding
breakthrough: yellow
cosmos ‘Xanthos’
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MONDAY Sowing more red,
yellow and orange annuals for
our hot borders. Many of them
tend to be half-hardy annuals,
needing to be sown early under
cover, they won’t stand the frost.
They’re slow at first but when they
get going, they really zoom away.
Tithonia and a yellow cosmos
‘Xanthos’ are two of them.

TUESDAY Starting to water dahlias in the big greenhouse.

First we’re topping them up with compost, then gently soaking

each pot. Milder weather is forecast, so let’s hope everything

springs into life. If it does, we’ll be able to take basal cu�ings

in a few weeks.

WEDNESDAY We’re marking
some of the pink hellebores
that have inevitably sprung up
amongst the white. Some beds are
designated as white only, so later
we’ll dig up the interlopers and
move them to the ‘pink area’! If
you’re not careful, they regress to
the lowest common denominator.
Never a good thing.

THURSDAY We’re laying out

open-ground plants that have just

arrived. In some ways this part

of it is even more exciting than

looking at the finished product at

its summertime best. It may look higgledy-piggledy, but

there’s a cunning plan behind it.

FRIDAY Both Neil and Jamie are needed to try and
straighten up the pergola that spans one of the paths in
Alice’s garden. It has developed a distinct lean and will need
pulling straight and square, then wedging tight to try and
correct its Leaning Tower of Pisa impersonation.

SATURDAY Warming up a few patches of ground on the veg

beds for some early crops. Thick black plastic laid across

areas of the beds not only keeps the rain off and gives the soil

a chance to dry out, but it also gathers

the heat so, when seed is sown, soil

is degrees warmer and seed

germinates more readily.

SUNDAY Transplanting
chunks of woodruff from
the li�le bed under a
copper beech to some
of the barer patches
on the banks of
the shady garden.
It will spread
magnificently with
its froth of white flowers.
In Shakespeare’s time, it
was used as a strewing herb
smelling like new mown hay.
O Supplier of cosmos ‘Xanthos’:

Mr Fothergill’s Seeds,

tel:0845 371 0518; www.

mr-fothergills.co.uk

It looks as though it’s going to
be a bumper year yet again
for blossom and, by the same
token, for fruit. How can
I make such prophesies?
Some of the first ‘blossom’ or
flowers on trees are the
catkins, and certainly all the
hazels close to where we
live (and there are many
of them) are laden with
catkins. Other evidence is
suggested by examining the
twigs of fruit trees – in our
case the apples and crab apple
in the garden here. You can
already distinguish the slender
embryonic leaf buds from the
rounded flower buds – there
are lots of fat buds and that
means potentially loads
of blossom.

We’ll see, but meanwhile the
hazels’ lamb’s tails and the
soft, silver powder puffs of
pussy willow are beginning a
spectacular display. Every child

should have the opportunity of
witnessing these joyous signals
of spring. Not just seeing them,
but partaking in them too – it’s
the velvety feel of rubbing
pussy willow catkins down
your face that is the joy, or
knocking hazel catkins with
your finger and watching
them swing.

When I was about eight,
my favourite teacher, Miss
Westhead, let me run the
nature table in our classroom.
My classmates brought in all
sorts of interesting things,
from horse chestnut sticky
buds to broken eggshells
found below a blackbird’s
nest. We had no internet, but
we read about our discoveries
and shared what we learned.

Even in Manchester, there
were pussy willows and
wonderment to be had!

Joyous signals of spring

What’s looking good now

and Campanula persicifolia 

– and maybe even shrubs, 

removing any perennial weeds 

as you go. Put your perennials 

on boards or plastic on paths 

or grass, and cover them. 

Divide any plants that have 

become congested, splitting 

them into healthy crowns with 

several shoots and ample roots. 

Bring in plants from other 

parts of the garden if they’re 

going to mix well, and add 

whatever new plants you 

can afford. Buy bigger 

plants where possible that 

you can divide instantly. 

Re-arrange divisions and 

new plants on the soil, paying 

heed not only to what looks 

good with what, but also 

to the times of year when 

plants will be at their best. 

Plant in quantities and, 

even if the bed or border 

will only be viewed 

from one side, resist the 

temptation to put tallest at the 

back and shortest at the front. 

Instead, make some of your 

swathes of plants run front 

to back in undulating lines. 

It is important not to impose 

an arbitrary design. It has to be 

a fit for the rest of the garden, 

what you’ve already got. Your 

redesigned or reworked bed 

may be new but it shouldn’t 

look artificial. Above all it 

should be a celebration.
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49530 Geum Mai Tai – 3 plants £9.95

49529 Geum Flames of Passion – 3 plants £9.95

49532 Geum Collection – 3 plants, one of each £10.95

Postage & Packing

TOTAL AMOUNT

£2.95

Please post to: Woolmans, Western Avenue, Matrix Park, Chorley, Lancs PR7 7NB

Code W16GEGN1

Name (Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss)

Delivery Address

Postcode

Email Address

Telephone

Name on Card

Signature Date

Valid from: Expiry date: Maestro
issue
date:

3 digit Security code:
(last 3 numbers on

signature strip)

Card number:

I enclose my cheque made payable to Woolmans. Or debit my   VISA   �  Mastercard   �   Maestro �

ffer subject to availability and cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer 

om Woolmans. See website for terms and conditions. Credit/debit cards charged 

time of ordering. Please tick box � if you would prefer not to receive offers other 

an from our company.

Remember to quote your promotional code

W16GEGN1 at the checkout to get SAVE £2

ON P&P (normally £4.95)

FREE 2016 Catalogue out NOW!
� Please send me my FREE copy. 

Complete the coupon and post it to us or 

request the catalogue online

Geum und sputed tar

of the Chelsea F owe Show

These show-stopping, fl oriferous perennials 

add a zesty pizazz to planting schemes. Ultra-

reliable, undemanding and very hardy, they’ll 

fl ower from May through to September and 

beyond, mingling well with stronger acid greens, 

bruised purples and deep blues.

Choose from three of the best Geums, including 

Chelsea favourite ‘Totally Tangerine’ (Height: 

75cm), ‘Mai Tai’ (Height: 45cm) and ‘Flames 

of Passion’ (Height: 45cm, fl owers to late 

June). Grow in a sunny spot and each plant 

will initially spread to 30cm approximately, but 

clump forming they will quickly multiply –and 

can be divided- to provide an excellent weed 

suppressant. Large, 5cm diameter young 

plants are despatched from mid May 2016.

B A R  
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N P
WHEN YOU QUOTE W16GEGN1

SAVE 
UP TO

£12.95! 

Totally Tangerine

Flames of Passion

Mai Tai

 
 

� Non-stop flowers 

through the whole of 

the summer

� Brilliant and dazzling 

colours for border and 

container displays

� Trouble-free – pest-

resistant and easy to 

grow

“Garden designers can’t get enough 
of the fl ower ‘Totally Tangerine’ - 
it’s been used every year at Chelsea 
since it launched” 

Daily Telegraph 17th April 2015



Use a half-moon
edging iron for
a neat finish

If you left the long stems on

lavender to add structure

over winter, now is the last

chance to cut them off. If the

plant is small you can grab

them by the handful and

chop all at once. For larger

plants, or if you are growing

it as a low hedge, cut stems

individually and take off a

few leaves at the base of each

one, to keep growth in check.

Tidy up
lavender

Q Remove moss and

weeds from paving

Q Sowcucumbers

indoors

Q Fertilise roses
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A
fter such a topsy-turvy

winter, with frequent

floods and when we’ve

only just seen temperatures  

dip to where they should have 

been a couple of months ago, 

your lawn might be beginning 

to look the worse for wear. It’s 

too early to start big renovation 

jobs with turf and re-seeding, 

and if its chilly and damp it’s 

probably also still too soon to 

mow, but you can smarten 

grass no end just by tidying it 

up at the edges. 

If the grass is starting to 

encroach on borders, use a 

half-moon edging iron to slice 

away an inch of the outermost 

turf to make a nice clean edge. 

If you are trimming next to an 

edging strip or raised bed, it’s 

easier to use shears to shorten 

grass. Long-handled shears with 

a horizontal or vertical slant

to their blades can make the

job easier, depending on the

shape of your lawn edge. Hand 

shears with blades that can be 

swivelled into both positions 

are a really handy tool for this 

job. Remember to scoop up the 

trimmings afterwards and add 

them to the compost heap. 

Trim around beds and borders
for an instant neatening effect

THIS 

WEEK

Give your lawn 
the edge!

 right
  n established 

 with fruit trees, 
  allotment.

Melissa Mabbitt
Having previously worked 
at the National Trust’s 
Bodnant Garden, Melissa 
has RHS qualifications.

Karen Murphy 
Keen fruit, veg and 
container gardener,  
Karen also  

loves wildlife.
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Garden News has teamed up with Sarah Raven to  

bring you a fabulous subscription gift to use all year.

The Sarah Raven Really Good Cut Flower Collection 

includes 13 packets of seeds in a stylish, reusable tin. 

Fill your house with vases of cut flowers for most of the 

year with these seeds – the very best, most beautiful and 

productive cut-and-come again flowers for a small cutting 
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Subscribe to 

Garden News 
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an issue, plus get the 
Sarah Raven Really 
Good Cut Flower Collection
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Weird and wonderful selections to try!

Plant summer-
flowering bulbs

Ixia
Great for a sheltered spot. 

Plant in well-drained compost 

at a depth of 7.5cm (3in). 

Height: 25-50cm (10in-1ft 8in).

Eremurus
Fluffy spikes of blooms, which 

suit its common name, foxtail 

lily. Plant just below soil level 

in sun. Height: 1.5m (5ft).

Persian buttercup
Beautiful bowl-shaped flowers, 

perfect for cutting. Plant at 8cm 

(3in) deep, with the ‘fingers’ 

facing down. Height: 30cm (1ft).

Hymenocallis
Stunning but tender, so  

will need lifting in autumn.  

Plant just below soil level. 

Height: 80cm (2ft 7in).

Scadoxus
Allium-like spheres that can 

grow to 15cm (6in) across, and 

60cm (2ft) high. Plant just below 

soil level. Height: 60cm (2ft).

Nectaroscordum
An ornamental allium with 

drooping pretty petals. Plant 

15cm (6in) deep and 15cm (6in) 

apart, in sun. Height: 1.2m (4ft).
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Plan ahead now, to give  
summer borders a boost!

N
ow the soil is 

beginning to

warm up, it’s

prime time to plant all

those glorious bulbs

that will light up your

garden in summer – this

is your official reminder!

Bulbs are the best-

value plants you can grow,

and take just minutes to

situate – simply follow

instructions and plant

them at the right depth

and aspect, and hey presto!

Most bulbs are perfect

for pots – only those that

produce very tall plants, such

as eremurus, are less suited to

containers, but you can simply

stake them for support, just as

you would in a bed or border.

Summer bulbs are available 

everywhere at the moment 

– you’ve probably already 

thought about planting some 

alliums, maybe, or gladioli 

and dahlias. But why not 

create a talking point with 

something a little different?

Here are a few less well-

known beauties to try (right), all 

of which are either available at 

good garden centres, or online. 

Be wary of those that are more 

tender than others and will 

need lifting in autumn until 

next year – if that’s too much 

of a faff for you, stick to hardier 

species that will hold strong and 

appear again next year, as long 

as there’s not too much wet.

As a rule of thumb, summer 

bulbs like warm, well-draining 

soil and a sunny aspect to 

spring into growth – if frosts 

are still biting, or the rain is 

ever-pouring, you might like to 

leave it until later into April. 

For brilliant forward planning 

and successive blooms, pick 

up some nerines now and 

plant those too, which will end 

your display with a flourish 

throughout autumn.

What to do this week  

IN YOUR FLOWER GARDEN

Ranunculus, or Persian bu�ercup, 
bulbs (right) are like clawed hands, 
while ixia (left) produce tall summer 
blooms from bulbs the size of a crocus



HEAVENLY HELLEBORUS
 INCLUDES THE RARE AND HIGHLY SOUGHT-AFTER DOUBLE BLACK

RARE AND USUALLY EXPENSIVE, Helleborus have large, cup-shaped blooms which defy nature by surviving the cold and give 
a dainty appearance. In medieval times they were said to be good for breaking bad spells and curses so were often planted next 
to the front door. Prefer dappled shade with well-drained soil. Evergreen, deer and rabbit resistant. Height and spread 35cm 
(14"). Fully hardy perennials. Delivered in April as well-rooted young plants approx. 6” from root base to stem tip.

 Double Black

Anemone Pink Double Green Double White Spotted Double Purple

Double White Picotee

Gold Red Star Pink Blotch Yellow Spotted Pink Red Star

rare | unusual | exciting

HAYLOFT PLANTS, MANOR FARM NURSERY, PENSHAM, PERSHORE, WORCESTERSHIRE WR10 3HB

Name

Address

  Postcode

Email Tel

SEND THE COUPON BY FREEPOST TO:
Hayloft Plants
FREEPOST RTGR-JAGJ-JETG
Pensham, Pershore WR10 3HB

I enclose Cheque/PO made payable to Hayloft Plants Ltd or please debit my Mastercard� Visa� Maestro�

Card no.

Card expiry date

Signature

Start date

CSV

Issue no

By advising us of your email address we will be able to send all of our special off ers. 
Please tick here if you prefer not to receive off ers other than from our company �

 All orders will be personally confi rmed by

return with a copy of our 2016 catalogue.

Call 01386 554440 for your FREE catalogue.

 Please enter the 
last 3 digits of your 

security code (CSV). 

To order visit hayloftplants.co.uk/gn or call 0844 335 1088 Order Code GN1116

TOTAL DUE

PLEASE SEND ME ITEM CODE PRICE QTY TOTAL

10 PLANTS (1 of each)  YPHEL10-GN1116 £10.00

POST & PACKING (UK)    £4.95

 

UNBELIEVABLE OFFER
WHILE STOCKS LAST

BUY�10
FOR

£10



re plants that

can be neglected But if they are given a little TLC like

other shrub, they

epay you with

thier growth,

sier leaves, and if

y flower, more

ific blossom.

ing is a great time

ive hedges a

ost after rains

ve washed

trients out of

e soil. Sprinkle

w-release

rtiliser pellets

ver the base and

ke them in. These

ill provide food

owly and surely

ver the whole

rowing season.

Like shrubs, bamboo

should be pruned

annually to keep it

in good shape. If left

unpruned the stems

can become crowded

– that’s fine if you grow

it to create a dense

screen, but being able

to see through the

stems to the garden behind can

create attractive depth and contrast. It’s a particularly good

effect if your bamboo is colourful, such as with golden or

black-stemmed varieties. Use loppers to cut one in five

stems right down to ground level, or cut out one in three

if you want to thin out the clump even more. Try to get into

the clump and space your cuts evenly, so you get nicely

uniform spacing between the stems.

Sow your free
poppy seeds

This week we’ve included

a really stunning poppy 

for you to sow now. ‘Lilac

Pom Pom’ is an unusual

variety, with its frilly,

shredded double

baby-pink blooms, which

last from June until

September. If you’re undecided as to where to

situate them, you might like to sow them into

seed trays now in good quality seed compost,

and plant them out at a later date. Or you can

simply broadcast sow them where they are to

flower now, and rake them in lightly. Leave their

attractive seed heads over winter.

Thin
bamboo

I
f you have lots of hanging

baskets and containers to fill

come summer, you can save

money by growing your own

bedding plants from seed now.

Most bedding varieties are half-

hardy annuals, such as petunias,

lobelia and French marigolds, so

only attempt it if you have the space

somewhere warm, such as a heated

propagator in a frost-free greenhouse,

or a sunny windowsill inside.

Fill a seed tray with seed compost,

level it off and firm down with a

board cut to size, or the bottom of

another seed tray. Soak the compost

by placing the tray in a shallow bath

of water. The water will be sucked

up from below – when you see the

surface has become moist, it’s ready.

Bedding plant seeds such as

petunias can be very tiny and black, so

almost impossible to see once while

you sow. To make sure you sow evenly,

mix the seeds with sand to help you

spot them. Tiny seeds should be left

uncovered on the surface, but large

seeds should be covered with a thin

layer of sieved compost or Vermiculite.

Large seeds such as nasturtium can be

sown individually in modules. Seal the

tray in a plastic bag to retain moisture

and heat, or place it in a propagator,

and position it in a warm, bright place.
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Grow your
own bedding
under glass

Nicotiana
‘Perfume Mix’
Tall, scented flowers in shades 

of pinks, lilac, white and green, 

good for the centre of a display. 

Height: 60cm (2ft).

Nasturtium ‘Phoenix’
Fiery half-hardy annual,

perfect for a hot border. From 

Thompson & Morgan, tel: 0844 

573 1818. Height: 30cm (1ft).

Tagetes
‘French Vanilla’
An unusual French marigold – a 

breakthrough in breeding. The 

blooms are large, too, at 7.5cm 

(3in) across. From Thompson & 

Morgan. Height: 30cm (1ft).
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Border plants to 
grow from seed

Garden News  
RECOMMENDS

Although it’s easy to get 

distracted by the gorgeous  

spring perennials that are 

starting to emerge, don’t  

neglect spring bedding plants. 

After recent cold spells, make 

sure any frost-damaged or 

wind-scorched flowers and 

leaves are removed. If you 

continue to look after them 

now they will reward you with 

masses of flowers well into 

late spring and even early 

summer, bolstering your 

garden displays. 

Deadhead frost-damaged 
spring bedding

Feed hedges



With over 25 years experience, our in-house blend of bird food is made

with the finest ingredients. We pride ourselves on being the best at satisfying
all of your wild bird and pet food needs - at wholesale prices! 

In addition to our home produced wild 

bird seed mixes and straight seeds, 

we also sell a wide range of suet and 

fat products, mealworms, bird feeders, 

nest boxes, bird feeding accessories 

and a wide variety of other pet foods.

First time buyers will receive a 10% 

discount by simply entering ‘GNM10’ 

under the coupon code section at the 

checkout. Earn loyalty points for each 

order placed. Points redeemable for 

cash discount on subsequent orders. 

(See terms and conditions.)

We hope you enjoy shopping

with us at Kennedy.

74 Station Road, Deeping St James, PE6 8RQ info@wildbirdfood.uk.com Opening hours: Mon-Fri: 8am-5pm Sat: 9am-3pm

ENTER COUPON CODE 
GNM10 AT CHECKOUT

SHOP ONLINE: WWW.WILDBIRDFOOD.UK.COM
OR PHONE YOUR ORDER THROUGH ON 01778 342665

FREE DELIVERY TO UK MAINLAND EXCEPT HIGHLANDS AND ISLANDS
FOR POST CODE EXCEPTIONS PLEASE SEE TERMS AND CONDITIONS/SHIPPING AND HANDLING ON WEBSITE

FOR ALL NEW 
CUSTOMERS ON 

FIRST ORDER

‘Shopping Satisfaction’

Independent feedback system.

Read all customer reviews

on website.
4.9 / 5

Merchant 
rating score:

*A booking administration charge applies per order

Save £2.50*per ticket
Book before Tuesday 12 April

flowershow.org.uk   
01423 546157

North of England Horticultural Society

HARRO ATE
SPRING FLOWE HOW

Rated UK’s best gardening event by Which?Gardening

21-24 APRIL 2016
GREAT YORKSHIRE SHOWGROUND

•NEW Plant Pavilion with over 100 nurseries
•Inspirational show gardens •Stunning floral art
•Cooking demonstrations •Great garden shopping
•Unique crafts and gifts •Expert growing advice 
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The undercover

GARDENER
Former head gardener, TV and radio broadcaster and RHS judge
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Sponsored by

Tel: 01531 633659
www.haygrove.co.uk

W
e often think of camellias  

growing and flowering in 

woodland gardens, but they  

also make very good specimen plants  

for a cold greenhouse or conservatory.  

In fact, large country houses like  

Chatsworth in Derbyshire have been  

growing collections of camellias under  

cover for 200 years. 

Although most camellias are hardy,  

some are prone to frost damage and  

need protection in winter and early spring.  

Hardy types can be grown in containers  

with great success and, when brought  

into a cold or frost-free greenhouse,  

they’ll flower several weeks earlier than 

outside, and the beautiful blooms won’t  

be damaged by spring frosts. 

To grow well, camellias need slightly acid 

compost, with plenty of organic matter to 

retain moisture. A half-and-half mix of 

ericaceous and John Innes compost is ideal. 

After the flowers fade, the pots can be 

stood back outside, ideally in dappled shade 

to replicate a woodland setting. Any light 

pruning to maintain a compact shape should 

be done in late 

spring before the 

new growth starts.

Through the 

summer the plants 

need plenty of water, 

and liquid feeding 

with a high-potash 

fertiliser to help 

flower buds initiate 

and develop, to 

ensure a good 

display of flowers 

the following spring. 

They can stay out 

through autumn  

but bring them  

back under cover in 

winter to encourage flower buds to open. By 

growing more than one type of camellia you 

can easily extend the flowering season over 

several weeks through early spring. 

One method of propagating camellias is 

through leaf bud cuttings taken in late winter 

from last season’s growth. In a heated 

propagator, the success rate is usually good 

and, although it’s a bit late in the season, I’m 

going to risk a few cuttings now. To prepare, 

trim just above a growth bud and about 

2.5cm (1in) below to create a short stem that 

is pushed into the compost, with the single 

leaf and bud sitting just above compost.  

Protect their beautiful blooms 
from frost, under glass

Greenhouse 
camellias

Admiring my 
beautiful camellia 
‘Elegance’

Move potted shrubs outside
It’s time to bring out slightly tender  
container shrubs that I’ve overwintered  
in the polytunnel – I need the growing  
room for other things. 

Sow a second batch of toms
I’m sowing my second batch of tomato seeds, 
plus peppers and aubergines into small pots 
of compost. They germinate in the propagator 
at around 18-20C (64-68F).

Clean watering can
As an extra a�empt to prevent seedlings  
from damping off, I’m giving my watering  
can a thorough clean with household bleach 
to kill any fungal spores and algae inside. 



Our society would like to include the Top Tray class in its 2016
show. I have enclosed a cheque (made payable to Garden News)
for £6.50 with this application.

SOCIETY NAME

TITLE OF SHOW

VENUE OF SHOW

DATE OF SHOW

NAME OF SHOW SECRETARY

EMAIL

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

TELEPHONE MOBILE

The closing date for applications is Friday July 1, 2016

Q Please tick this box if you are applying for a society that has

never taken part in Top Tray before.

DON’T FORGET TO ENCLOSE PAYMENT OF £6.50 WITH THIS APPLICATION FORM

Send to: Garden News Top Tray Class, Media House, Lynch Wood,

Peterborough PE2 6EA.

Bauer Media may wish to contact you via email in the near

future. Please tick the box if you wish to be contacted in

this way Q Bauer Media may wish to contact you by post

or telephone in the future to introduce new products and

services to you. Please tick the box if you do not wish to

be contacted in this way Q Bauer Media may pass your

details to other companies within the Bauer Group and

selected third parties, who may wish to contact you by

post or telephone in the future to introduce new products

and services to you. Please tick the box if you do not wish

to be contacted in this way Q By applying for a Top Tray

pack you are agreeing to be contacted by the sponsor, D.T.

Brown, with relation to Top Tray. They would also

like to contact you about other initiatives you may

be interested in. If you are happy for them to do

so, please tick here Q

YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES

CLUB ENTRY FORM TOP TRAY CLASS 2016

Enter GN’s competitions
Grow prize-worthy veg and flowers
for our Top Tray and Top Vase classes

I
f you’re keen to enter the

Garden News Top Tray

competition at your local

gardening show, but haven’t

got your seeds growing yet, it’s

not too late. Plug plants are

completely acceptable entrants,

and if you get orders in now,

they’ll be growing strongly in

Top Tray sponsored by
www.dtbrownseeds.co.uk

time for a prize-worthy display.

Winners receive a Garden News

certificate, as well as a £10

D.T. Brown voucher to buy more

lovely veg plants! 

The Top Tray class is for a

collection of three types of

vegetables displayed on a 45cm

by 60cm (18 x 24in) tray. You

n choose from 15 types of

g, including cauliflowers,

cumbers and runner beans –

ich are all available as plugs

 the offer on the right – as well

 onions, carrots, parsnips,

as, potatoes, tomatoes,

ench beans, sweetcorn,

eppers, courgettes, red beet

nd aubergines. Remember,

he key to SUCCESS when

repping your veg is exactly

hat: Success is Uniformity,

ondition, Colour, Equal Size,

and Shape!

You could also get ahead

with the GN Top Vase class

Why not grow your
own perfect prize-
winning veg

Our society would like to include the Top Vase class in its 2016  
show. I have enclosed a cheque (made payable to Garden News)  
for £6.50 with this application.

SOCIETY NAME

TITLE OF SHOW

VENUE OF SHOW

DATE OF SHOW

NAME OF SHOW SECRETARY

EMAIL

ADDRESS

POSTCODE

TELEPHONE MOBILE

The closing date for applications is Friday July 1, 2016

Q Please tick this box if you are applying for a society that has

never taken part in Top Vase before.

DON’T FORGET TO ENCLOSE PAYMENT OF £6.50 WITH THIS APPLICATION FORM

Send to: Garden News Top Vase Class, Media House, Lynch Wood,  

Peterborough PE2 6EA.

Bauer Media may wish to contact you via email in the near

future. Please tick the box if you wish to be contacted in

this way Q Bauer Media may wish to contact you by post

or telephone in the future to introduce new products and

services to you. Please tick the box if you do not wish to

be contacted in this way Q Bauer Media may pass your

details to other companies within the Bauer Group and

selected third parties, who may wish to contact you by

post or telephone in the future to introduce new products

and services to you. Please tick the box if you do not wish

to be contacted in this way Q  By applying for a Top Vase 

pack you are agreeing to be contacted by the sponsor, Mr 

Fothergill’s, with relation to Top Vase. They would 

also like to contact you about other initiatives you 

may be interested in. If you are happy for them to 

do so, please tick here  Q

YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES

TOP VASE CLASS 2016

Top Vase sponsored by
www.mr-fothergills.co.uk

and win a certificate, plus a

£10 Mr Fothergill’s voucher!

Our exclusive offer on the

right means you can buy a

plug collection for just £15.

The competition is for a vase

of mixed flowering stems with

a total of between five and

10. They must come from a

minimum of two different kinds

(genera) of plants.

It’s easy to include Top Tray

and Top Vase in your gardening 

club or horticultural society’s 

show schedule this year. Fill in 

the application form below, post 

it, with a cheque for £6.50, and 

we’ll send you the competition 

stationery and prizes. You can 

also print the forms from www.

gardennewsmagazine.co.uk. 

Apply as soon as possible to 

avoid disappointment: the 

closing date is July 1, 2016.

You too could 
enter your 
vivid vase  
of beauties
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Get inspired to grow your competition- 

worthy Top Vase with this offer from

Mr Fothergill’s – exclusive to Garden News. 

You can buy both the garden pinks and 

Dessert Series scabious collections at the 

special offer price of just £15!

The selection includes pinks ‘Doris’,  

‘Haytor’, ‘Gran’s Favourite’, ‘Houndspool 

Cheryl’ and ‘Monica Wyatt’, plus scabious 

‘’Blueberry Muffin’, ‘Blackberry Fool’,

‘Cherry Pie’, ‘Strawberry Parfait’ and

‘Plum Pudding’.

When you’re preparing your vase,

remember it’s two different KINDS (genera) of 

plants, as two varieties of the same aren’t two 

kinds. These young plants, will get you off  

to a cracking start in the competition – they 

measure up to 12cm (4¾in) from base to tip, 

and you’ll receive them from mid April 2016.

The collection is worth £21.90 – saving you 

more than £6. Quote item code: 49684.

To order, visit www.mr-fothergills.co.uk/

Top-Vase or call 0845 371 0518. Or send a 

cheque made payable to Mr Fothergill’s to 

Garden News Top Vase Offer, Mr Fothergill’s, 

Western Avenue, Matrix Park, Chorley, 

LancsPR7 7NB. Quote item code 49684.

O £4.95 p&p applies to all orders.

Phone Call the credit card and debit card order 

hotline on 0845 371 0518 (open 8am to 8pm,  

7 days a week). Quote code 49684. 

Online www.mr-fothergills.co.uk/Top-Vase

By post Send a cheque made payable to  

Mr Fothergill’s to: Garden News Offer Top 

Vase, Mr Fothergill’s, Western Avenue, Matrix 

Park, Chorley, Lancs PR7 7NB.

This exclusive GN veg plug plant offer from

D.T. Brown provides the perfect combination

to get your Top Tray looking big, bold and

beautiful. Buy three proven, show-winning

varieties for the special offer price of just £15!

You’ll receive 15 plants of cauliflower ‘Rayleigh’,

10 plants of runner bean ‘Benchmaster’ and 5

plants of cucumber ‘Carmen’. Young plants,

plugs measuring up to 12cm (4¾in) from base

to tip, will be delivered from mid May 2016. The

collection is worth £21.35 – saving you more

than £6. Quote item code: 49690.

To order, visit www.dtbrownseeds.co.uk/

Top-Tray or call 0845 371 0532. Or send a

cheque made payable to D.T. Brown

to: Garden News Top Tray Offer, D.T.

Brown Seeds, Western Avenue, Matrix

Park, Chorley, Lancs PR7 7NB. Quote

item code 49690.

O £4.95 p&p applies to all orders.

Phone Call the credit card and debit card

order hotline on 0845 371 0532 (open 8am to

8pm, 7 days a week). Quote code 49690.

Online www.dtbrownseeds.co.uk/Top-Tray

By post Send a cheque made payable to  

D.T. Brown to: Garden News Offer Top Tray, 

D.T. Brown Seeds, Western Avenue, Matrix 

Park, Chorley, Lancs PR7 7NB.

Buy pinks and 
scabious plug 
plants for just £15

Order your plug plants now!
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You’ll receive 
some quality 
young plants
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Try a brassica with a 
difference, for tasty 
stir-fries come summer

Sow
Chinese 
leaves

Oriental greens to sow now

Chinese cabbage 
Fast growing and ready for cutting for

salads in a few weeks. Has long and thin

heads that can be spaced closely together.

Mizuna
A nice peppery taste, milder than other

salad greens. Can be sown outdoors now, but

start off indoors if cold snaps are imminent.

Pak choi
Get this going early and you’ll have baby

salad leaves in a month. Sow direct from

April but start it now for leafier veg.

H
ailing from the brassica family, 

Oriental greens are a tasty 

alternative to our common-or-

garden kale or cabbage, or salad leaves such 

as rocket. It’s nice to try something different, 

and it seems that growing these delicious 

stir-fry vegetables is a trend that’s here to stay.

You’ve a small window now to sow 

Chinese cabbage and other Oriental leaves, 

which will, if sown early, be given a long

time in cooler, temperate weather to cre

a leafier, stronger crop. If you sow in Apr

there’s only a short amount of time

between then and the onset of longer

days, when more sunshine and warmth

will encourage bolted flower growth

and you’ll get fewer leaves. Therefore,

sow now or after the end of June, when

days start to get slowly shorter again.

March this year seems to be a clutch o

cold snaps and, in many places, a showin

of early spring snow, so instead of biting

bullet and sowing directly when the dan

of frost is still imminent, start seeds off i

trays now. Use fresh seed compost, and then

keep them in the greenhouse until you can

plant them out in pots or beds, when frosts

are a thing of the past.

Oriental greens descend from

an annual brassica species, as

opposed to our common cabbage

or cauli, which originate from

biennials. If stressed with too

much water and sun, annuals

will bolt and flower,

rendering them pre�y

but useless!

DID 

YOU KNOW?
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What to do this week  

ON YOUR FRUIT & VEG PLOT



TRY ALL 3 SEED MATS 
& GET 3 GRO-BEDS

TM

 FREE!

The collection includes Salad Leaves Mix, 

Herby Salad Mix and Vegetable Seed Mix

1090-2210   ONLY £19.95

Salad Leaves Mix
Vitamin-rich range of colourful and tasty salad

crops.  Includes Rocket – Pegasus, Spring Onion -

Furio, Radish – Marshalls Mix, Mizuna – Kyoto

and Salad Bright and Spicy Mixed.

£6.65

9.95

Herby Salad Mix
Specially selected varieties of culinary leaves

and herbs for excellent fl avours.  Includes Spinach

– Banjo, Dill, Coriander, Spring Onion – White

Lisbon and Lettuce – Little Gem.

£6.65

£9.95

Vegetable Seed Mix
A range of root vegetables and greens. Includes 

Beetroot – Quattro Gourmet Mix, Cabbage – 

Duncan, Carrot – Nandor, Spring Onion – Lilia 

and Kale – Cavolo Nero.

£6.65

£9.95

Easy Growing with 

NO Sowing!
Pre-sown seed mats in 3 tasty mixes make 
growing your own favourite food extra easy. 
Seed mats fi t perfectly in our Gro-Beds; all you 
need to do is place the mat onto the soil surface, 
cover lightly and water. It’s that simple!

Order now at marshalls-seeds.co.uk/GMGNX1 Call: 0844 557 6786



 Growing for

SHOWING
W ner of 11 Chelsea golds and awarded an MBE!

MEDWYN WILLIAMS
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S
ince the RHS first published 

The Horticultural Show 

Handbook in 1953, it has been 

the guiding light for organising, 

judging and competing at flower 

shows. Seven revisions have 

followed and judges should be 

using the newly-published eighth 

handbook in the summer shows. 

I’ve been involved in the past four 

revisions and this year’s committee 

of 12 was chaired by Colin Spires, 

who had to pull together different 

sub groups to cover flowers, fruit  

and other aspects of the book. 

There are a few changes  

to pointing values and their 

breakdown – I’ve covered the 

important ones – and in 

the Suggestions to 

Exhibitors section 

we’ve added how  

to stage vegetables 

under their different 

headings. Judges and 

exhibitors should buy 

the new book soon to 

familiarise themselves before the 

season starts. The new edition has 

increased to 208 pages (from 176) 

and costs £8 from the RHS 

bookshop at Wisley, or £9.70 

(including p&p) from www.

medwynsofanglesey.co.uk. 

Notable changes
O�Chinese artichokes have their 

own section, with a maximum 

points value of 15. The small tubers 

have a delicious, nutty flavour and 

satisfying crunch. They’re related 

to mint but have a similar growth 

habit to Jerusalem artichokes – 

The eighth RHS 

Horticultural Show 

Handbook goes on sale

Brand-new 
guidelines
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once you’ve established a bed, you 

can harvest them year on year. 

O�French beans, climbing or dwarf 

are grouped together and attract 15 

points, as does a new section – 

beans, shelling, other than broad 

(eg Borlotti) and similar types. 

O�Stump carrots remain at 18 

points with some additional 

wording to explain the merits of 

‘Chantenay’ and ‘Nantes’. 

O�Coloured cauliflowers, 

previously listed under broccoli 

and cauliflowers, have a new 

section and increased points, from 

18 to 20 – the same as white caulis.

O�Two extra cucumber groups 

have been created – mini or 

small, and gherkins and 

pickling types – both 

attracting 15 points,  

in addition to 

cucumbers grown 

under protection 

and outdoor grown. 

Mini cucumbers grow 

10–20cm (4-8in) long. 

O�Giant or elephant garlic has been 

separated from normal garlic, 

making them easier to judge.  

Giant elephant garlic retains the 

maximum of 15 points, while 

regular garlic is reduced to 12 points. 

O�Lettuce, Butterhead, still has a 

15-point value, but the 5 points for 

condition has been raised to 6.

O�Peppers have been separated into 

pepper, hot (chilli) and peppers, 

sweet. Both have a total of 15 points, 

but those for condition have been 

reduced to 4 for hot chilli with those 

for size increased from 2 to 3. 

O�Points have increased on 

radishes, salad from 10 to 12  

with the extra 2 attributed to 

condition and size. 

O�Swedes and turnips have been 

separated and there’s a new section 

for judging a truss of tomatoes.

Plant Jerusalem 
artichokes

Jerusalem artichokes are a delicious alternative 

to potatoes. They can be baked, sautéed or, unlike 

potatoes, even eaten raw. Relatives of sunflowers, the 

stems tower at 10ft (3m) or more, topped by yellow 

flowers. They make a great windbreak because of this 

and are a very easy-to-grow, low-maintenance crop.

Like potatoes you only need to plant one ‘seed’ tuber 

per plant, available in garden centres in March and 

April. Just one will produce a large plant with a cluster 

of knobbly tubers underneath. Unless you remove all 

of them at harvest they will return year after year, so 

to ensure that they don’t become invasive, grow them 

in a large container of multi-purpose compost mixed 

with a handful of chicken manure pellets, and keep it 

well watered through the growing season.

‘Gerard’
A red-skinned variety 

with white flesh and a 

smoky flavour. From 

Thompson & Morgan, 

tel: 0844 573 1818; www.

thompson-morgan.com

‘Fuseau’
A large, smooth-skinned 

variety that’s easier to 

peel than knobbly ones. 

From Marshalls, tel: 

0844 557 6700; www.

marshalls-seeds.co.uk

Best Jerusalem 
artichokes for cooking

Mint is a fantastic herb, but an aggressive grower – it 

will spread around happily, taking over everything else 

in your beds. But there is a way around this. Buy some 

brand-new small mint plants to freshen your stock, 

plant them in a pot of multi-purpose compost on the 

patio in the sun, and water well. Alternatively, dig up 

bare-root plants of your existing stock to re-site them, 

or buy new bare root mint, 

meaning a stronger root 

system and sturdier plant. 

Plant them in a large 

bucket into your border to 

stop it spreading, making 

sure the lip of the bucket  

is at the brim of the soil 

surface, to stop shoots 

escaping over the top.

Contain mint

Garden News  
RECOMMENDS

Create an edible 
windbreak with 
Jerusalem artichokes!

Use a bucket to confine 
meandering mint roots
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Tales from the
ALLOTMENT

TERRY WALTON

Star of BBC Radio 2’s Jeremy Vine Show and best-selling author. His allotment sits in the Rhondda Valley

Sowing a succession of cabbage and lettuce
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T
here’s nothing like a well-prepared

plot, ready to receive the new season’s

plantings. Out there, with my trusty

fork in hand, it’s great to see fine crumbly

soil emerging now that the manuring’s

done. My large, empty compost bin stands

testament to my wheelbarrowing skills,

because its contents have been spread

where needed and turned into the soil.

The gentle ache in my back shows that the

muscles have been at rest too long, but

they’re finally back in action. Now it’s all

done, I feel like an artist standing in front of a

blank canvas, ready to create a masterpiece.

It may only be March, but already I’m

planning crops that will provide vegetables

through autumn and winter, and making

a head start with leeks and sprouts. I’m

sowing leek ‘Musselburgh’, an old and

trusted variety, and ‘Lyon Prizetaker’

in two half seed trays filled with new,

good multi-purpose compost that I’ve

sieved to remove any lumps, which are

often present in today’s composts.

I sprinkle the leek seeds on the surface

then cover them lightly with sieved compost

and place in a warm part of the greenhouse

at about 13C (55F). These should germinate

within a fortnight and, when they’re

in the crooked stage I’ll transplant

them into full-sized seed trays.

I’m being more adventurous with my

sprouts and sowing club root-resistant

‘Crispus’ and, new for me, a packet of

‘Continuity Mixed’ that contains a mixture

of ‘Content’, ‘Brigitte’ and ‘Brenden’,

which should crop over the long autumn

and winter period. When I choose which

ones to transplant, I hope I keep enough

of each variety, because there will be

too many plants for my own use!

I sow the sprouts in a half seed tray of

good compost, covered with 0.5cm (¼in) of

more compost, and place with the leeks in

a warm part of

the greenhouse.

Germination

should be 7 to

ten days, then I’ll

transplant them

into 7.5cm (3in) pots to make large

plants before planting out.

Wheelbarrowing and forking in manure is a satisfying job

Muscles are back in fashion

Here I am surveying my
blank growing canvas

O Move germinated seed
from the warm part
of the greenhouse to
a cooler area.

O Don’t over water by
day because nights still
get chilly.

O As the sun gets stronger,
ventilate the greenhouse
in the middle of the day.

o o

It’s time for an additional sowing to follow

my ‘Primo’ cabbage made back in January.

Another new cabbage for me, ‘Gunma’ is

particularly crisp and sweet and apparently

good for wraps. Yet another half seed tray is

called into service and filled with compost,

and I sca	er these seeds over the surface and

cover with 1cm (½in) of sieved compost.

One final sowing is of ‘All the Year Round’

le	uce in my nine-compartmental seed tray,

to give a successional flow of le	uce. It’s

ge	ing crowded in my warm greenhouse, but

I’ve just found room for these two seed trays!

I’m sowing
two varieties
of leek
this year,
and, right,
I sieve out
all compost
lumps

Cabbage ‘Gunma’ is a new 
departure for me, and 
great for salad wraps
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Growing pelargoniums for 
over 17 years, Ken is regarded 
as the UK’s top pelargonium 
exhibitor, winning 16 national 
titles and 67 ‘Best in Show’ 
awards. He appeared in the 

second series of The Great British Garden 
Revival. Ken is always keen to share what  
he knows through this column or online at 
www.prize-pelargoniums.com

Ken Abel

March 19 2016 / Garden News 45  w.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

EXPERTS
The world’s finest share their tips for success

R
egals are the royal members of the

pelargonium world and come in a

 beautiful range of colours for outdoor

containers and indoor pot plants. The flowers

are often attractively marked with blotches,

feathering or fringed petals, and their peak

of flowering is from April to July. They tend

to make better plants in their second year.

Basic Regal pelargoniums make stunning

compact-growing show plants and produce

masses of flowers and a good shape with

careful stopping. Botanically known as

Pelargonium domesticum, basic Regal 

pelargoniums used to be taller and stronger 

in Victorian times, and any descendants of 

those plants are now known as decorative 

Regals. These can be grown outdoors, and 

include ‘Royal Ascot’, ‘Australian Mystery’, 

‘Joy’, ‘Caroline’, ‘Lord Bute’ and ‘Lady Bute’. 

In the early 1990s, Brian Dixon crossed 

Angel pelargonium ‘Captain Starlight’ with 

Regal ‘Aztec’ to produce Oriental Regals. 

These have smaller flowers in abundance 

that bloom over longer periods, rather than 

in flushes like basic Regals. Examples include 

‘Kimono’, ‘Satsuki’, ‘Shogun’ and ‘Fuji’. 

On the showbench
Regals are the hardest to time for showing 

because the first flush of flowers is always 

the best. My show plants do better in a cold 

winter, which seems to set how many 

blooms I get. 

In previous years, we’ve often

had hot weather around Easter,

and plants set bud too early.

For judging purposes, 

Group 1b, which covers 

basic, Oriental and 

decorative Regals, allots 

points as follows: 

30 points cultural 

quality. A good shape 

scores well. 

20 points foliage, which 

seems high, especially 

because well-grown plants 

won’t show many leaves. 

45 points flower heads – 

where most points are given. 

5 points staging and display, 

so a clean pot and correctly-

sized saucer are a must. 

My top Regals
For the show bench I use 

short-jointed, compact 

varieties that respond well to 

the way I grow, and stop my 

plants to produce masses of 

blooms. Older plants will take 

longer to come into flower  

after the final stop. 

‘Aztec’ This white-flowered variety with  

a deep bronze blotch looks good when 

covered in plenty of flower heads, but it’s not 

easy to time for the big day. It roots easily all 

year round and needs early stopping to keep 

it compact. Good sports include ‘Fringed 

Aztec’, with white flowers strongly marked 

with purple, and deeply fringed ‘Askham 

Fringed Aztec’, with white blooms and 

delicate purple feathering.

‘Penny Dixon’ Bred by Brian

Dixon, this pink and magenta 

variety is one of my bankers 

and has won many Best in 

Shows, even at five years 

old. Short-jointed and 

compact, it produces 

quantities of blooms. 

‘Oriental Delight’   

I found this white-

flowered sport on pink, 

magenta and white 

Oriental Regal ‘Kimono’,  

and it makes a cracking 

two-year-old plant smothered 

in long-lasting blooms. Cut  

Oriental Regals back in stages, 

like the Angel pelargoniums 

in their parentage. 

‘Rosmaroy’ Floriferous and 

compact, the red-blotched pink 

flowers darken as they mature. 

It is one of the earliest to 

bloom under glass, and peaks 

at two or three years old. 

‘Shogun’ A very compact 

Oriental Regal with small 

round pale pink flowers, 

blotched with rose and feathered 

with maroon. It’s ideal to grow in a 

12cm (4¾in) pot for the dwarf Regal classes. 

‘Hazel’ prefix Any plant with a Hazel prefix, 

such as deep red ‘Hazel Cherry’, normally 

makes a good show plant. 

‘Pope’ introductions Raised by Martin 

Pope, ‘Zofia Pope’ is compact and short-

jointed, with white flowers fading to  

pink and a large red blotch on each petal. 

‘Archie Pope’ has large magenta blooms  

with plum-blotched petals. 

Gardening with the

‘Penny
Dixon’

‘Rosmaroy’ is a 
typically compact 

and floriferous Regal 

‘Shogun’

‘Oriental 
Delight’

Regal pelargoniums
Ken introduces the royal members of the family
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Graham has won awards
for his writing, photography
and garden designs, but
is happiest when he has a
hands-on project or two on
the go. He is currently trialling

new plants and ways to make them shine,
building a contemporary, Japanese-inspired
courtyard garden, and managing and restoring
four acres of woodland in Wales.

Graham Strong
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S
pring can be a bit of a balancing act

for keen gardeners. We want to indulge

in the season’s finest, while also

investing in all that summer has to offer.

Early dwarf daffodils, tulips and crocus peak

up seductively from sales benches, and

nothing lifts the spirits like the sight and

scent of the first primroses, the very essence

of spring. While making the most of these,

I’m also picking out some of my absolute

favourite summer performers to sow now.

Golden cosmos
How plants will perform in our own garden’s

unique microclimate is always open to

speculation. Customer reviews are helpful

and provide a big element in web sales of

many products, plus I’m lucky to be able to

visit the seed companies’ trial grounds,

which is a great way to compare the picture

of a new variety on the packet with the

plant in the flesh.

I’m also often invited to trial new

introductions a year before their release, but

beguiling dwarf yellow cosmos ‘Xanthos’ 

(Height: 60cm/2ft, spread: 40cm/16in) has 

evaded me to date. With almost full

marks and a prestigious Gold Medal at

the Fleuroselect trials, it could well turn

out to be this year’s must-have plant, 

especially as 2016 has been designated 

Year of the Cosmos. Who’d have thought 

a few years back that we’d ever see a yellow 

cosmos in our gardens?

Seed and plug plants are widely available. 

I’d sow seed now in cell trays, which 

preserves the rootball and prevents 

transplant shock. Place on a windowsill  

or in a heated propagator and grow on under 

cover in good light and moderate heat 

(7-13C/45-55F). Any hotter and they’ll  

quickly become drawn and spindly. Harden 

them off gradually and plant out in mid 

to late May. Dobies (www.dobies.co.uk,  

tel: 0844 967 0303) offers the best value, 

selling ‘Xanthos’ at £2.49 for 65 seeds. That’s 

enough for swaps with friends!

Other dwarf cosmos to seek out are ‘Sonata

Mixed’ and raspberry ripple-toned ‘Capriola’.

Poor soil and full sun will ensure less foliage 

and more blooms, to give you all the qualities 

you could wish for from a cut flower.

Pansy prowess
Pansies are another bedder with attitude. 

Their whiskery faces offer the sort of charm 

that plants like Begonia semperflorens can 

only dream of! If you only grow one pansy 

from seed, make sure it’s ‘Karma Blue 

Butterfly’ F1 – the yellow, blue and bronze 

combination is unique and captivating. 

Graham picks out
his galaxy of top
performers for 2016

Cosmos ‘Xanthos’ 
is a breeding 
breakthrough from 
Van Hemert & Co

‘Karma Blue 
Bu�erfly’ is 
a pansy par 
excellence

Group spring 
containers together 
for more impact
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Gardening with the EXPERTS

Stars of 
the future



Help dormant fuchsias into life

March 19 2016 / Garden News 47 Subscribe now and save up to 67%! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

Thompson & Morgan states it flowers

from November to May in its catalogue,

but my pot-grown plants were sown in

late March and at their best in July. Pick

off spent flowers as the petals droop.

Don’t allow the green, beak-like seed

pods to show.

Crocus focus
Many garden centres and high-street

florists will offer 9cm (3½in) pots  

of large hybrid striped crocus and 

‘Tête-à-tête’ daffodils, flowering fit  

to bust. Both are guaranteed to give 

you years of pleasure in the open  

garden after their initial showcasing

in spring containers. 

I potted mine up in individual metal,

terracotta and glazed pots, raised them

up in a salvaged wire tray and added

primroses to the mix. What a great tonic!

Cosmos ‘Sonata 
Mixed’ looks 

a picture with 
pink pansies

Young cell-tray
grown cosmos

being planted out

A retired industrial chemist,
John has had an interest in
horticulture for many years
and in fuchsias specifically
for more than 30 years.
He has amalgamated a

collection of over 250 different fuchsias and
is fascinated by the range of flower shapes,
sizes and colours. John is the current Editor
and webmaster of the British Fuchsia Society.

John Nicholass

A
s fuchsias start into growth, here’s  

my 10-step guide to taking tip 

cuttings from their shoots: 

1 Cuttings consist of a pair of leaves, a 

growing tip and a stem to insert in the 

rooting mix. This stem can be cut below a 

node (nodal cutting) or between nodes 

(inter-nodal cutting). Both will root well,  

but inter-nodal cuttings are easier if the 

shoots are short. 

2 Prepare a well-mixed compost of 50:50 

sifted seed compost or moss peat with 

sharp sand, grit, Vermiculite or Perlite or any 

two or these. 

3 Insert a few cuttings into a shallow pot or 

more into a seed tray with 

Fuchsias are
awakening

compartmented strips to separate the roots. 

4 Cut any large leaves on the cutting in 

half across the leaf to decrease 

transpiration and prevent leaves touching. 

5 You don’t need rooting hormone because 

these small tip cuttings have a high 

content of natural growth hormones. 

6 Water in the cuttings. I use an overhead 

spray containing seaweed extract and a 

trace of high-nitrogen fertiliser. 

7 Use a dedicated propagator or cover  

with a clear plastic bag, supported  

on wire hoops. 

8 Place in good light but out of direct 

sunlight, ideally with bottom heat of 

about 15C (59F), although slower rooting  

will still take place in cooler conditions. 

9 Look for the tips turning brighter green 

and starting to grow as a sign that 

cuttings have rooted (about  

2 weeks with bottom heat  

 3-4 weeks without). 

0 Ventilate the propagator/bag for 

a week or two, then acclimatise 

nts out in the greenhouse before 

ing into small pots.

O On sunny mornings, spray
old wood on greenhouse 
fuchsias with warm water to 
soften bark and encourage 
buds to break through. 
Stand fuchsias stored in a 
shed or garage outside to do 
this, returning them under 
cover if frost is threatened.
O Once the fuchsia is 
shooting well, prune out 
any dead wood and trim  

the plant to shape.
O Re-pot plants that 
weren’t re-po	ed in autumn. 
Let the pot dry a li	le, then 
knock out the fuchsia and 
carefully remove as much 
old compost as you can  
with a split cane, to avoid 
damaging roots. Re-pot and 
water in. Place in a shadier 
position in the greenhouse 
for a few days to recover. 

O Cover fuchsias with
fleece overnight if frost is
threatened.

John’s taking tip 
cuttings as his plants 
come back to life

Shooting with 
spring growth

Tips turning 
bright green 
signify rooting
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O�Remove dead or yellowing leave  

from heated greenhouse plants.

O�Prune hardy fuchsias in late Marc

in southern gardens.



“Slug Bell”
“The World’s Safest &

Best Slug Control Device”
Control Slugs & Snails in the Garden with the SlugBell

1

Slug Control Slug bell Snail Control

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

The Slug Bell is Safe in the Garden for Cats, Dogs, Pets, Birds, 
Hedgehogs, Bees, Earthworms, Wildlife & the Environment. It is made
of Metal & will last for Years, also an attractive & decorative feature

in the Garden or Vegetable plot. The only long-term answer to control 
Slugs & Snails. Available in Garden Centres (see Website). 

Price from £9.50 to £14.99 + P&P
The Ideal Hosta Protector & the Perfect Garden Gift.

How It Works: Simply put the stick with mesh basket into the ground where you 

KDYH�D�VOXJ�SUREOHP�WKHQ�À�OO�WKH�PHVK�EDVNHW�ZLWK�RUGLQDU\�VOXJ�SHOOHWV�DQG�WKHQ�

put the bell shape over the basket. Slug Pellets give off a Yeast Vapour that attacts 

Slugs day & night. It can be moved around the garden as required and the bell shape 

protects the pellets from being washed away by the rain or watering. 

You can see a demonstration video just type in Slug Bell on YouTube.

 Please Call for a Catalogue Tel: 01932 221501
RainBow House, RainBow Garden Products,

11 Church Street, Walton on Thames, Surrey KT12 2QP

www.slugbell.com

0800 028 0942 www.gardenessentials.co.uk

Folding Potting Table Economy Potting Table

ONLY £29.00

SAVE £16.99

ONLY £74.00

SAVE £45.99

Deluxe Potting Table

ONLY £59.99

SAVE £39.00

Call our friendly customer services team TODAY

FREEPHONE 0800 255 0875
E: gardentunnels@haygrove.co.uk

W: www.gardentunnels.co.uk

With 25 years experience as award 

winning growers and manufacturers 

of Polytunnels, you can trust Haygrove 

to bring you only the best in quality, 

design and durability.  

We also give you a host of features previously only 

available to commercial growers.

Our tunnels are available in a range of sizes to suit 

�� Pest free ventilation d
own both sides

�� All Galvanised Steel Frame & Anchoring Posts

�� Steep sided design

�� Light diffusing cover

�� Plastic strong enough 
to sit on

�� Zip-lock system easily securing cover to fram
e

Your garden tunnel will include:
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How do I keep
greenfly off plums?
QMy young plum trees 

were infested with 
greenfly last year and didn’t 
recover. How do I get on top  
of the problem?

Michael Clark, Chichester

APlums are attacked by

two different aphids.

Plum leaf-curling aphid causes

leaf distortion during April

to late May, especially evident

on the shoot tips. They are 

followed in mid-summer by 

mealy plum aphid, which forms 

dense colonies of greenish- 

white aphids on the underside  

of leaves and shoot tips. Their

honeydew makes the foliage

and fruit sticky.

Overwintering eggs on the

branches can be reduced by

applying a plant oil winter wash,

which might eliminate the

need for spraying during the

growing season. If spraying,

thiacloprid (Bayer Provado

Ultimate Bug Killer) is most

effective. Make sure you follow

the manufacturer’s instructions

and don’t spray when the trees

are in blossom because of the

danger to pollinating insects.

Q Is there a suitable grass
seed mix that will grow

under some large trees?

Jane Mansell, Tunbridge Wells

AShade-tolerant grass seed

mixes are now widely

available from garden centres

and DIY stores. Removing some

of the lower branches to let more

light in is a good move and it

pays to feed with an autumn

lawn feed, higher in potassium

(potash), from spring to autumn.

Summer lawn feeds, high in

nitrogen, stimulate soft lank

growth. Also, set the mower a

couple of inches higher because

it’s very easy to exhaust turf

grass in shade. Finally, if none

of these approaches work, put

down a bark mulch!

Can I still grow fruit trees?
Q I’ve discovered black

bootlace rhizomorphs
of honey fungus throughout
the garden. Is it still possible
to grow fruit trees?

Patrick Gookey, by email

AAll our major types of

tree fruit belong to the

Rosaceae family and most are

highly susceptible to honey

fungus. Unless you’re able to

grow them in pots, I’m afraid

it’s likely that trees would

eventually succumb to the

disease. Quince, however, is

pretty resistant and may be

worth a try, along with medlar.

Both have attractive spring

flowers and good autumn

colour along with their fruit.

Ornamental cherries and

many conifers are also very

susceptible, but far more trees

and shrubs are resistant to

honey fungus.

The RHS website has a good

listing, including pittosporum,

freemontodendron, hoheria,

myrtus and styrax.

Freemontodendron
Fast-growing evergreen

with golden flowers May to

September. Height: 6m (19ft),

spread: 5m (16ft).

Myrtle
Fragrant white, fluffy flowers

in July to August are followed

by purple berries. Height and

spread: 3m (10ft).

Styrax
In a shady spot with humus-

rich soil, dainty white flowers

appear in June to July. Height:

3m (10ft), spread 1.5m (5ft).

Woodrush thrives 
in acid conditions

Protect plum crops 
with a winter wash 

Garden News
RECOMMENDS

Honey-fungus resistant shrubs

TONY DICKERSON

 The Problem 

SOLVER
Royal Horticultural Society gardening advisor and podcaster

Medlars can resist
fungus infection
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QCan I lime my lawns  
(pH reading 6.25) to 

discourage woodrush now?

Bill Chamberlain, Thetford

AYou need to lime in autumn 

because it takes time for it  

to dissolve. Woodrush is pretty 

resistant to most lawn weedkillers, 

but repeated use of a product 

containing mecoprop-P may 

knock it back. Woodrush tends to 

thrive in impoverished, acidic 

conditions, but your pH reading of 

6.25 isn’t very acidic and if you 

obtained it with a hand-held meter, 

these devices are notoriously 

inaccurate (apart from the pricey 

ones). Various companies, 

including the RHS, provide a full 

soil-analysis service for £30 (£25 

for members), tel: 0845 260 8000 

(weekdays, 10am-4pm).
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Write to Your Questions
Garden News, Media House, Peterborough Business

Park, Lynch Wood, Peterborough PE2 6EA. Enclose an sae

Phone us 
We solve your problems 01733 468835  Noon-1pm 

Monday-Friday. Calls charged at UK national rate

Email 
gn.le	ers@bauermedia.co.uk 

Please include your full name and address

Social 
Post your question  

at facebook.com/

GardenNewsOfficial

Tweet your question  

at twi	er.com/

GardenNewsMag

QSeveral yews planted

in our clay soil three

years ago are turning orange

Are they diseased?

John Hooper, Carlisle, Cumbria

A I suspect the problem is

waterlogging, because

yews don’t like standing in cold,

wet clay soil. On heavier soils, it’s

worth throwing the soil up into

a low ridge, 15cm (6in) high, and

planting along the top. 

Spring’s a good time to plant

evergreens, so I suggest lifting

the affected yews and replanting

as suggested. It’s also a good

opportunity to check the roots.

They should be making good

QShould I discard the

daffodils planted in pots

that haven’t flowered for

three years?

Graham Jeffery, Oxfordshire

A Daffodil bulbs are pretty

cheap, so I’d replace them

this autumn. To encourage

QHow do I train a

wisteria as a standard?

John Marks, by email

A Obtain a well-grown

plant with some strong

stems, either pot it up or plant

out as desired, and remove any

How do I train wisteria?

Why did my winter

parsnips have a very

tough core?

Fiona Nelson, Newcastle
I suspect these were a

traditional open-pollinated

variety, and I’d opt this year

to sow ‘Gladiator’ F1. These

top-quality parsnips have

great flavour and are canker

resistant. Seed is a li	le

more expensive, but you still

get masses for your money.

Can you recommend

a weedkiller to get rid

of an extensive area of

moss under our trees?

Karen Wolfe, by email
You need a moss killer

based on ferrous sulphate.

Weed killers will have no

effect and some contact

weed killers, such as Weedol

2, actually encourage moss.

A simpler approach is to

scoop it up with a shovel

and add to the municipal

recycling. Cultivating the

ground will discourage its

re-establishment but, if

conditions are suitable,

it will re-colonise from

autumn onwards.

impossible to dig them

out. You’ll need to apply a

selective lawn weed killer

based on MCPA (LawnClear, 

Verdone Extra) early in the 

season, as soon as the leaves 

are fully developed. Follow 

up with a second application 

three or four weeks later.

We’d like to grow salads 

and herbs in the sunniest 

corner of our garden, but 

there’s a large yew tree. 

What are the options?

Carol Lewes, by email
While salad crops will 

tolerate a li	le shade, herbs 

won’t and the tree is also 

stripping the soil of nutrients 

and water. Fortunately, yew 

will take very hard pruning, 

so cut it back in spring to let 

light in. You can then trim it 

every so often.

Why don’t I succeed  

with swedes?

Graham Kendall, 
Chelmsford
You’ll need to move to 

somewhere cool and wet, 

which are the conditions for 

growing bumper swedes! 

Essex is drier than many 

parts of the Mediterranean 

and North Africa, so you’ll 

struggle to grow a decent 

swede. Parsnips may be  

the answer.

How do I get rid of 

celandines from  

my lawn?

Mrs B M Jones, Bideford 
Celandines grow from 

root tubers and it’s nearly 

growth out into the surrounding

soil, but you may find the root

ball is very congested and needs 

thoroughly teasing out. 

When replanting, ensure the 

plants aren’t too deep – just an 

inch or two of soil over the main 

roots is sufficient. Should the 

weather turn warm and dry in 

spring, apply a bucket of water to 

each transplant every week.

flowering, pot them in an equal 

mix of John Innes No 3, sharp 

sand and multi-purpose 

compost. Add a heaped dessert 

tablespoon of Vitax Q4 to every 

10 litres of mix. Plant at four 

times the depth of the bulb  

and gently water in. 

From the end of February 

liquid feed every 

fortnight with a 

tomato feed right until 

the foliage begins to 

wither back, six weeks 

or so after flowering. 

Many sources 

recommend feeding 

once the bulbs have 

flowered, but this  

is simply too late. 

Deadheading will also 

put more energy into 

next year’s bulbs. 

side shoots from the main 

stems. Put in a solid wooden 

stake in place of the bamboo 

cane, cut it at the height at 

which you want to develop 

the head of the standard,  

and screw a wire hanging 

basket, upside down, to the 

top of the stake. 

Train six to eight strong 

shoots up and over the 

upturned basket and tie  

them in to form a dome-like 

structure. These shoots will 

form the permanent head of 

your standard. In August, 

shorten all long summer 

growth to about 30cm (12in) 

and in February shorten  

these further to three or four 

buds. Later, you can use wire 

snips to remove the hanging 

basket, if desired.

Feed daffodils 
before flowers fade

Healthy yew growth 
is glossy and green

Wisteria 
grows happily 
as a standard
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FOR INFORMATION CALL 01829 271890
OR VISIT www.gabriel ash.com

Aluminim Guttering, Low Threshold,

Proudly made in Cheshire UK

PLUS Toughened Safety Glass throughout

PEFC Certified Western Red Cedar

(Size 6x6 from only £1,535.00)

The only
timber

greenhouses
endorsed by

the RHS

gabriel ash

Model shown Essential 6x8

Naturally 

hard wearing –

naturally safe

www.neudorff.co.uk

No raking
necessary!

Strong lawn -
no moss!
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Be�er late than
never: Christmas
cactus is blooming

Hydrangea
is bursting
with life

Stone pavers need
a spring clean to
remove moss

Pre�y purple
crocus are
colonising

Reliable ‘Tête-à-
tête’ brighten up
the window boxes

Pruning has
opened up
the garden

Fiona
Hastie

A city plot
near the heart
of Glasgow,
overflowing

with flowers, fruit and veg.

Caroline
& David
Broome

After replacing
the lawn with
stone paving,

this suburban London garden
is accessible all year and has
even more room for plants!

Ra in t ti e!

Over t

S
pring’s in the air! It’ll be

a race against time to

empty and clean out

the rill before the frogspawn

appears, as everything seems

to be a month early this year.

M e in

com e q

brutal with the shrubs –

dogwoods, hardy fuchsias,

climbing Hydrangea

petiolaris, Melianthus major

and spotted laurel got

drastically pruned, and the

whole garden has opened

up as a result.

But the patio slabs and stone

sets still need a jolly good clean,

gravel, pebbles and bark

chippings need topping up,

and all the mulch I applied

last autumn seems to have been

leached e incessant

rain. Th rniture is

back in position with the

cushion pads laundered,

although I had to keep

reminding myself it was still

only March.

David’s been up his dead

eucalyptus tree, making it into a

lighting feature, and hopes to

have it working by Easter. We

also dismantled a large wooden

tub containing the vine on the

patio, creating total chaos. Once

this space is cleared the potential

for rearranging the container

displays is awesome! I was

recently given some huge pots

from an acquaintance that has

emigrated, so at last I can do

away with the labour-intensive

smaller pots – famous last words!

A patch of wild crocus is

gently colonising the central

border, aconites are spreading,

bronze-leaved celandine and

woodbine are carpeting the

bare soil. As the Iris reticula are

starting to fade, the tulips are

pushing through the gravel in

their containers. With the

perennials cut back, the

evergreen grasses and

phormiums on the roof

terrace look strikingly

modern and architectural.

Our kitchen window box

is bursting with narcissi

‘Tête-à-tête’, a welcome sight

every spring without fail.

Overall, although only an

illusion I know, the garden

has been restored to order

after the winter hiatus, and

it’s a thrill to see all the fresh

green shoots emerging from

the soil with the promise of

things to come.

C
olour has slowly crept

into my garden despite

persistent rain, hail and

sleet. Hellebores are thriving,

while delicate crocus are

breaking through the lawn.

A yellow explosion of miniature

narcissi and daffodils brighten

every nook and cranny, and red

tulips are bursting open in pots.

Unfortunately, slugs are also

feasting on them.

Colour
creeping in
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Po�ed iris remain
pristine in the
greenhouse

Nodding hellebores
are thriving despite
sleet and hail

The garden
is filling with
spring colour

The insulated
greenhouse is the
perfect spot for
sowing early salads

Scorched
phlomis

The thick hedge kept
the front garden in
good shape all winter

Wallflowers add
a touch of colour

Geoff

Stonebanks

A seaside garden
in Bishopstone
featuring
reclaimed

objects and sculpture, opening
for charity regularly.

W
ith scaffolding still  

up at the side of the 

house, I’ve been able 

to get some great, never-seen-

before shots of the front beach 

garden. It still looks a little bare 

and battered from the winter 

winds, but it will, soon I hope, 

begin to burst back into life.  

The wonderful 

thick hedge of Eleaganus ebbingei 

has protected it all winter and the 

large Hellebore argentifolius in the 

centre is still looking elegant. 

Lack of colour in the back 

garden means I’m appreciating 

three dazzling houseplants  

right now. The amazing 

Aeschynanthus radicans, or 

lipstick plant, is flowering like 

mad. Right before blooming, it 

has flower buds in dark purple 

calyxes that actually resemble 

a tube of lipstick emerging 

from its case. Another beautiful 

flowering plant is the 

schlumbergera, also a beautiful 

red colour, flowering very late 

for a Christmas cacti. Maybe it’s 

really an Easter one! To complete 

the trio, a beautiful hibiscus, 

bought for me by my late father 

back in 2006, is just starting to 

produce a mass of buds. 

There’s just a smattering of 

colour outside with wallflowers 

in a number of pots throughout 

the garden. There are a few signs 

that spring is actually on its way, 

with new shoots starting to show 

on hydrangea ‘Schneeball’.

Camellia ‘William Bartlett’ 

continues to produce the most 

beautifully fully-double pale 

pink flowers with red flecks. 

They have row after row of 

perfectly formed petals, and 

have flowered since January.

However, there is much in the 

back garden that seems to have 

lost the will to live with the 

incessant strong winds in recent 

months. The large Phlomis 

fructicosa has had all its new 

growth burnt by salt-laden wind. 

Close by, the Euphorbia melliflera 

has also suffered. 

The winds this winter have 

been the worst ever in the 11 

years we have lived here. Let’s 

hope we’ve seen the end of them. 

Read more of the garden at www.

driftwoodbysea.co.uk   
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My handy man has been busy 

tidying the winter debris and 

damage. Luckily only one rose 

trellis was broken, but we might 

have to replace one bench that 

looks like it’s beyond repair. 

We both enjoyed a visit to  

a local garden centre where  

I admired the floral displays and 

he scrutinised the birdseed!  

I couldn’t resist buying a 

spring-flowering shrub, Kerria 

japonica ‘Plenifora’, with the 

promise of little golden pom-

pom flowers. 

I also treated myself to a 

Prunus triloba with dainty pink 

blooms and some Helleborus 

lividus ‘White Marble’, which 

have evergreen marbled leaves. 

I bought a couple of white 

blueberry bushes, too, as these 

seem to thrive in the local 

allotments I visited last year.

Potatoes ‘Desiree’ and 

‘Pentland Javelin’ are chitting 

nicely. Garlic ‘Cristo’ has  

been started off in my cold 

greenhouse, as the ground is still 

frozen. My greenhouse is 

also filled with purple hues 

of Iris reticulata, which are 

too delicate for outdoors 

here. Sprouting seeds have 

been sown for salads, and  

I can’t wait to try some spicy 

rocket ‘Wasabi’, which will 

certainly clear away the 

winter cobwebs!

Winter storms 
take their toll



THE COUNTRY’S
TROUSER PROMOTION

Not 1, not 2, not 3

£9.99 each!
DON’T MISS

BROWN BLACK

LOVAT

NAVY

GREY

Head buyer’s
amazing coup

brings this
INCREDIBLE VALUE

to every reader
of this publication

AVAILABLE IN 
PACKS OF 4 AT 

THIS INCREDIBLE

LOW PRICE!

EQUIVALENT TO
£9.99 PER PAIR

YES! JUST £9.99

0 Every waist size from 32”to 54”
0 Every leg length from 27”to 33”
0Perfect colours: grey, 
 brown, lovat, navy or black
0 Roomy cut for supreme 
 fi t and comfort

0Crease resistant
wash’n’wear easy care
fabric-no dry cleaning bills

That’s right our head buyer has pulled off an
amazing buying deal by contracting to take a
major trouser factory’s entire production at
rock bottom prices. This massive commitment
enables us to offer readers such sensational
value and an incredible choice of sizes
and colours.

Retailers will eat their hearts out - not only
have we beat most high street shops
for value for money but also for size and fit
Yes! Chums can fit you whatever your size.
What’s more we deliver in days so order now by
phone or click online and you could be wearing
your new trousers for the weekend or sooner.
You will find each pair to be flawlessly tailored
from premium polyester, which is renowned for its
lasting qualities and smart looks. These trousers keep
their shape beautifully, even after repeated machine
washing. Cleverly designed to fit you perfectly every time,
AND with room to breathe for your ultimate comfort. You will love the
razor sharp parallel leg styling, 2 side pockets, a button back pocket,
snag proof nylon zip and double stitched belt loops.
With waist sizes from 32” – 54” and 4 leg lengths 27”, 29”, 31”, 33”,
WE HAVE YOUR SIZE IN STOCK! Colours: Black, Lovat, Grey, Brown
and Navy. Don’t miss this rare opportunity.
Stock up YOUR wardrobe today – order 4 Pairs at this
ONE-TIME-ONLY-PRICE of £39.96.

Eat your heart out retailers!

CLICK OR PHONE
FOR FAST HOME DELIVERY

5
Practical Colours

BLACK, BROWN OR GREY
1” wide with smart buckle

& neat edge stitching
Waist Size: 32/34, 36/38,

40/42, 44/46, 48/50, 52/54

LEATHER BELTS

JUST £7

And enter media code GN1216
Please put 4 pairs in your basket online for promotion to apply

TEL: 08715 265 265
24 hour ordering service

Calls cost 10p per minute from BT Landlines but may vary
depending on your phone company or if using a mobile.

www.chums.co.uk/offers
Visit our website

ORDER
HERE!

SAVE UP TO £80!
ALL SIZES - 4 PAIRS for JUST £39.96+p&p

WAIST 1 PAIR 4 PAIRS YOU 4 PAIRS
SIZE WAS WERE SAVE ONLY

32”34”36”38” £15 £60 £20 £39.96  
40”42”44”46” £23 £92 £52 £39.96
48”50”52”54” £30 £120 £80 £39.96      

Order Style MT004

OUR PROMISE TOYOU - Chums offer you FREE RETURNS and complete satisfaction
if you want an exchange or your money back in full. Goods usually delivered within 7 days.

Send cheques / POs or Mastercard /Visa / Maestro / Delta cards details to 
Chums Ltd., (Dept. GN1216), PO Box 50, Prescot, Merseyside L34 9GX

Personal shoppers welcome at our showroom Open Mon - Fri 9am - 4pm. M57 Junction 4, off School Lane, Unity Grove, Knowsley Business Park, Liverpool, L34 9AR.

We sometimes make customers names and addresses available to other, carefully selected companies.
If you would prefer NOT to receive their offers by post, please tick here Chums Ltd. Co. Reg. No. 1561474

Send completed coupon to: Chums Ltd., (Dept. GN1216),
PO Box 50, Prescot, Merseyside L34 9GX
Please send me item(s) indicated (PLEASE USE BLOCK LETTERS)

I enclose Cheques / POs made payable to
Chums Ltd for £ Please write your address (inc. post code) on reverse of cheque.

Or charge my MasterCard/Visa/Maestro/Delta Account
MasterCard Visa Maestro Delta (PLEASETICK).

DEBIT MY
A/C. Number

MEDIA CODE
GN1216

Name: Mr/Mrs/Miss/Ms                                                    
Address                                                                                                       
                                                                                                                 
                                                                       Post Code                             
Tel.                                                                                                               
email address                                                                                                       

Start Date:   / Expiry Date: /

Card issue no: (Maestro cards only)   Security code: (last 3 digits on back of card)

   

AMAZING
VALUE AND

REAL COMFORT
FOR EVERY

MAN

(For orders outside the UK please phone
for a post and packing quote)

Now
accepted

 Item  Code Qty.  Waist Size  Ins. Leg  Colour  Price  Total
 Comfort Trousers  MT004
 Comfort Trousers  MT004      ANY

 Comfort Trousers  MT004      
4 PAIRS

 Comfort Trousers  MT004      
£39.96

 Leather belt  AA001
 Sub Total
 UK Mainland P&P  £5.00
 GRAND TOTAL:



Write to
Jo-Anne Wright,

Garden News, Media

House, Peterborough

Business Park, Lynch

Wood, Peterborough

PE2 6EA.

Email
gn.le�ers@

bauermedia.co.uk

Facebook
facebook.com/

GardenNewsOfficial

Twitter
twi�er.com/

GardenNewsMag

JO WRIGHT

With the editor of Garden News

Pick of the 

POST

March 19 2016 / Garden News 55Subscribe now and save up to 67%! Go to www.greatmagazines.co.uk/gn

his was the view from my kitchen 

window last summer. I’m doing my 

it for the bees by making them a 

paradise in my garden!

Trish Edwards, by email
Jo says: Such a beautiful display. 

The bees will easily repay all your

hard work by 

pollinating your  

lovely flowers.

aradise
or bees

Last year’s free foxglove seeds

produced fantastically and

many were given to friends.

Steve Lang, Twi�er

The last of 2015 chillies –

sown in Jan 15, harvested

today after a winter in the

cold frame.

Taz Wake, Twi�er

Growing
New Roots
I was reading Terry Walton’s Tales

from the Allotment and his piece

on ‘changing times on the plot’

(February 13) and thought you

might be interested to hear about

the allotments in Bordesley

Green, Birmingham. It has been

used for the most wonderful

Handy tool
for garden
Forget all those fancy ‘designer’

garden hand tools, and use a

screwdriver – possibly the

cheapest and most versatile tool

you will ever use!

I have been recycling old

screwdrivers to do most of my

close-up gardening for the past

30 years. I use screwdrivers

because they have thin, round

shafts, which lets you can ‘get

in’ and amongst individual

g    in its brand-new
mail-order catalogue for 2016, out now! It’s packed with a huge choice
of quality seeds and exciting flower, fruit and veg plants.

STAR

PRIZE

Sunflower ‘Crimson Queen’ 

- sown on Monday, 

germinated Friday #freeseeds

TheConstantGardener, 

Twi�er

plants, to loosen the topsoil  

and weed, without damaging 

their roots or leaves.

Screwdrivers with shorter 

shafts are ideal for uprooting 

annual weeds, drawing shallow 

drills, and for removing moss 

from between slabs. Those with 

longer shafts are capable of 

getting down to the deep roots  

of most perennial weeds. They 

are also great for ‘spiking’ small 

soggy areas for drainage.

The screwdriver I am still using 

is over 50 years old, and I have 

been using it for gardening for the 

past 30 years, since it failed to 

screw screws! 

Peter J Bo�, West Midlands
Jo says: Great idea! Now I know 

what I can use my old screwdriver 

for – I knew it would come in handy.

Barrow of 
free seeds
This wheelbarrow was made for 

me by a friend, and while the 

photo doesn’t do it justice,  

I thought I would send it to  

show off the lovely display of 

mesembryanthemums, grown 

from your free seeds!

Joan Ramsden, Cheshire
Jo says: Joan, you’ve done both 

yourself and our seeds proud – 

thanks for sharing this with us.

Tasty and 
delicious
Here is my basil, grown from last 

year’s free GN seeds!

Tony Collinson, by email
Jo says: What a lot of lovely free 

seedlings! They look super healthy 

– and good enough to eat!

project called New Roots, a 

project for adults with learning 

disabilities. It has been on its 

present site for about 15 years,  

but the project itself is more  

than 30 years old .

What a positive impact it has 

on the users, staff and carers of 

New Roots – out in the fresh air, 

finding out about the different 

growing seasons, hands-on 

experience, a fun, secure, healthy 

and friendly project, wrapped up 

all in one package. Traditional yet 

diverse, what more can we ask for? 

Long may the allotment reign!

Paula Phillips, by email
Jo says: What a fabulous, positive 

story Paula. It’s great to hear the 

project’s been going for 30 years 

too! Long may it continue.

SEED CATALOGUE
2016

www.mr-fothergills.co.uk

FREE
P&P ON ALL ORDERSOVER £45

UP TO

20% OFF
SEED* PLUS
2 FREE PACKETS c u ed Pea Nai obi

e age 9 or d ta s

NEW & 
EXCLUSIVE!



FREE 2016
Plant, Seed

and Bulb
Catalogue

Out Now!
Please send me

my free copy

(tick box)

or request online.

Occasionally we make our mailing list available to other reputable organisations. If you prefer not to be included in mailings
from other carefully selected companies please tick . By providing your email address we will be able to contact you quickly
in the event of a query with your order. You will also receive our regular email newsletter with all our latest special offers. If
you do not want to receive our email offers please tick . We DO NOT pass email addresses or telephone numbers to any
third parties. © 2016 Thompson & Morgan.

Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.CSV

Cardholder’s name Expiry Date /

Please debit my: Visa Mastercard Maestro

Please send to: Thompson & Morgan, Dept TSOP703, Poplar Lane, Ipswich, Suffolk, IP8 3BU.

When ordering online please use order code TSOP703 to access our special offers

Tel: 0844 573 7414
Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary.

www.thompson-morgan.com/TSOP703

9am-8pm Weekdays 9am-6pm Weekends
Your satisfaction GUARANTEED
– or your money back We want you to
be 100% satisfied with any product you buy from us. If 
you’re not 100% happy then neither are we, so let us 
know and we’ll replace your product or give you your 
money back.

The best fragrant double trailing
Petunia Collection

CUSTOMER FAVOURITE

Bred in the UK to thrive in the sun or our British rain

Beautifully fragrant, exotic double blooms larger than
other trailing double petunia

Completely weather resistant flowers 5 Postiplugs®

WORTH £7.99

NOW ONLY

£5.99
HURRY OFFER MUST END

MARCH 29th

Product Code Item Description Price Qty Total

TJ67557 Petunia ‘Frills & Spills’, 5 postiplugs, 1 of each variety WAS £7.99 £5.99  

TJ67558 Petunia ‘Frills & Spills’, 10 postiplugs, 2 of each variety  WAS £11.99 £7.99

TJ67559 Petunia ‘Frills & Spills’, 20 postiplugs, 4 of each variety  WAS £31.96 £9.99

TJ71124 Petunia ‘Frills & Spills’, 50 postiplugs, 10 of each variety WAS £79.90 £19.99

T47963P Incredibloom® - 100g Starter Pack + £5 Voucher £4.99 

T47552 Incredibloom® - 750g Pack £12.99   

   P&P £4.95

   Grand

   Total 

Petunia ‘Frills & Spills’ Our customers love the fragrant double blooms of Petunia ‘Frills &
Spills’™. These outstanding trailing petunias were bred in Britain to perform exceptionally well in
the British climate and to look fantastic tumbling from baskets, flower pouches and pots. Here’s
a collection of mixed varieties including Priscilla which has been going strong for almost 20 years
and is a firm favourite! Not all double Petunias have scent so, if it’s sweet fragrance you are after
this Summer, make sure you have your ‘Frills & Spills. We are so confident that you will not be
disappointed that we will give you double your money back if you don’t believe this is the best
Petunia Frills & Spills yet. Trails to: 45cm (18”). Delivery April.
Enjoy up to 400% more flowers with our exclusive Incredibloom® plant fertiliser offering a
simple, controlled release for the most incredible blooms.

Plants

from just

39p ‘Priscilla’

‘Cherry Ripple’

‘Susanna’

‘Belinda’

Email                                                                                               

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to ‘Thompson & Morgan’ for £

Name                                                                                                             

Address                                                                                                          

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                                                                    

Postcode                                         Telephone                                                                                                                                       

NEW

‘Clara’

ORDER CODE

TSOP703
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PRIZE 

CROSSWORD

Revisited (6)

9 Euonymus, also known as the 

‘___ tree’ (7)

14 Sensitivity in dealing with 

others (4)

15 Unwanted 28 across (4)

16 Accompanied by (4)

17 Eranthis hyemalis, the ‘winter 

___’ (7)

19 Evergreen flowering shrub 

named after a Greek goddess (4)

21 Fruit of the genus capsicum (6)

22 Husband or wife (6)

23 House 28 across also known as 

the ‘flame ne	le’ (6)

25 Succulent 28 acrosses (5)

SOLUTION TO No 9
Across: 8 Odd-job man 9 Espy 10 Respect
12 Armagh 13 Sir 14 Nutmeg 17 Bees
18 Eire 19 Acer 20 Peas 21 Dulcis 22 Its
24 Neural 26 Knossos 30 Star  
31 Epimedium
Down: 1 Corr 2 Odes 3 Lone 4 Omits
5 Unmarried 6 Ream 7 Spaghe	i  
11 Pampas 15 Ushere	e 16 Grevillea
17 Bellis 23 Skein 25 Rare 27 Over  
28 Soil 29 Semi
Hidden connection Orange, pink, rose
– all colours

The winner of Crossword No 9 is Sue
Carr, of Ya�on, North Somerset.

26 Home ___, 1990 Macauley

Culkin film (5)

29 Linking word (3)

U
se the following answers 

to form a quotation from 

18th-century French 

philosopher Jean-Jacques 

Rousseau: ‘28 across 29 down 12 

across 22 down 28 acrosses 16 

down 7 down; 15 down 29 down 

7 down 15 down 26 down.’

ACROSS

1 Small, red fruit of vaccinium (9)

6 Long embankment to  

prevent flooding (4)

10 Japanese ___, invasive  

15 down (8)

11 Cut away dead branches (5)

12 Possessive 7 down (4)

13 Port on Lewis (9)

18 Location of famous annual 

flower show (7)

20 ___ Manor Garden, 

Gloucestershire (7)

24 North American plant of the 

daisy family, used in herbal 

medicine for its wound-healing 

properties (9)

27 Small area of still water (4)

28 Growing, rooted organism (5)

30 Small spring-flowering  

corms (8)

31 Impolite, bad-mannered (4)

32 The other way round (4, 5)

DOWN

2 Haphazard (6)

3 World of plants, animals and the 

landscape, as opposed to human 

activity (6)

4 Large, wide-mouthed jugs (5)

5 Wireless (5)

7 Second person pronoun (3)

8 ___ Waugh, author of Brideshead 

No. 
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If you or someone you know are aged between 16 and 

24 and are interested in work experience opportunities 

at Garden News go to www.gothinkbig.co.uk

Plant food from the 
Baby Bio® Outdoor range

We’ve all looked at a neighbour’s garden or 

allotment and wondered how they do it! The 

answer is they’ve been feeding their plants.

Feeding can make all the difference. The 

nutrients plants need are in the soil, but over 

time the supply gets exhausted. Replace it with 

regular feeding and your plants will thrive, 

growing stronger roots and brighter blooms. 

Baby Bio® Outdoor takes feeding one  

step further. Its unique formulation contains 

bio-stimulants, which help the plants take up 

and use the nutrients to the absolute max.  

You’ll get up to 70 per cent more flowers  

with Baby Bio® Outdoor Flowers and  

Shrubs (compared to using no feed), and  

35 per cent more fruit and veg with Baby  

Bio® Outdoor Fruit &

Vegetables (compared to

using a standard NPK

fertiliser).  

Just pop 10ml of Baby

Bio® Outdoor in 1 litre

of water and apply every

two weeks.

For your chance

to win a 750ml bo	le

of each product,

send your crossword

plus the hidden

quotation to: Crossword

No 11, Garden News, Media House, Peterborough 

PE2 6EA. The winner will be drawn on March 28.

WIN! Watch your 
garden grow!



58 Garden News / March 19 2016

Have lots of fu
something diff
this weekend..

E
ver heard of Kokedama?

in Japan and now more a

people are discovering ju

can be. ss-balled plants

on a sa piece of driftwo

wrap twine around them and h

They are usually made using ho

however, if you choose hardy p

be displayed outside, as long as

exposed to frost.

It’s important to use plants th

being transplanted, and having

washed off their roots. Here, I’v

variety of plants including gras

comans ‘Red’, carex ‘Evergold’, c

Curls’, a buckler fern, and varieg

Some articles in the press an

use akadama soil, but this is no

soil and won’t hold together. Yo

keto-tsuchi, a black clay-like so

mixed with compost (available

Bonsai). See how to make moss

in the step by step on the right.

Once you’ve finished your m

it by dunking for five minutes t

Thirsty plants will need wateri

frequently, and all plants will ne

watering more in summertime.

winter move them to a cool green

away from frost. Display in a sh

spot and leave to dangle, twizz

turn in the breeze. You could al

coverin moss ball in grass

It will e lly sprout, giving

a mini l ape effect.

Supplier: Kasizen Bonsai,

tel: 01493 781834;

www.kaizenbonsai.com

Make
ball h
garden
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1
Use  ⅔ keto-tsuchi (supplier 

details, left) mixed with  

⅓ po�ing compost. 

4
Wearing clean gloves, or 

bare hands, wrap a ball in 

a sheet of florist’s moss.

7
Final result: Your 

very own hanging 

moss ball display!

5
Wrap mono filament (used 

for threading beads) around 

the moss to hold it in place. 6
Tie garden twine around 

the moss ball, leaving long 

ends to hang it up by.

2
Thoroughly wash dirt off 

the plant’s roots and wrap 

them in florist’s moss. 3
Make a hole in the clay, 

then gently push in plant’s 

roots and close opening. 

Next w
eek: M

ake an 

Easter nest display
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verben
‘Lollipop
Fabulous hardy

dwarf verbena

is perfectly

proportioned for

patio pots and the

front of borders,

where it creates

a wonderful

delicate, airy

effect. Supplied as

jumbo plug plants.

Height and spread:

60cm (2ft).

Buy 3 for £9.99,

or buy 6 for

£14.99 and

save £4.99!

3
p y

Sunrise’ Excellent for

borders and cut flower

RHS Award of Garden Merit

winner. Height: 45cm (1ft 6in),

spread: 40cm (1ft 4in).

2
Geum ‘M

Bradshaw’ Compact

plant with purplish

stems bearing semi-double,

scarlet flowers from late

spring into summer. Height:

45-60cm (1ft 6in-2ft), spread:

60cm (2ft)

OFFERS

BIGGER SAVINGS

for Garden News subscribers!

Foxglove ‘Excelsior’

The tall spires of foxglove

‘Excelsior’ produce

delicate bell-shaped flowers

with heavily spotted throats in

pastel shades of mauve, pink,

yellow or white. Height: 1.5m (4ft

11in), spread: 45cm (1ft 6in)

WORTH
£39.96

*YOU JUST PAY
POSTAGE

SAVE
£4.99!

48 FREE*

Garden Pe ls
T

his impressive collection

of perennials will create

a rich display of pretty

colours to make an amazing

scene in any garden. Enjoy long-

lasting colour each and every

year. This is an easy-to-grow

collection and fully hardy.

Our Collection contains 12 each

of the four illustrated plants:

1
Verbena bonariensis

The long-lasting blooms of

Verbena bonariensis attract

clouds of bees and butterflies.

This perennial verbena has

enjoyed a resurgence in

popularity. Height: 2m (6ft 8in),

spread: 45cm (1ft 6in).



Buddleja Buzz ™ 
Collection
These attractive, compact plants are 

loved by bees and butterflies, but won’t 

take over your garden. Buddleja Buzz ™  

is easy to grow and problem-free, with  

a super long-flowering period. Perfectly 

proportioned for patio pots and smaller 

gardens. Collection contains ‘Sky  

Blue’, ‘Magenta’ and ‘Ivory’. Height  

and spread: 1.2m (4ft). 

Buy 3 (1 of each) for £11.99.

Petunia ‘Purple Rocket’
This climbing petunia produces rapid

growth and early flowers, offering the

ultimate column of colour when trained

on a frame. Height and spread: 1.5m (5ft).

Supplied as Postiplug plants.

Buy 3 for £9.99, or buy 6 for £10 –

double up for 1p!

Thompson & Morgan

HOW TO ORDER

made payable to Thompson & Morgan (with name and address on
the back) OR charge my Visa/ Mastercard / Maestro card with:

I enclose a cheque/postal order for

Online www.thompson-morgan.com/gn285. 

Garden News subscribers go to www.thompson-morgan.com/gn286  

to claim your 10% discount.

Phone: 0844 573 1686 quoting GN285 (quote GN286 if a subscriber). 

By Post: Complete the order form, fill in your details and send it with 

payment to: Garden News, 48 Free Perennials Offer, Dept. GN285/GN286, 

PO Box 162, Ipswich IP8 3BX. If paying by cheque, please make payable to 

Thompson & Morgan and write your name and address on the back. Or you 

may complete your credit/debit card details.

Free perennials dispatched from April 2016. All other items will be 

acknowledged by letter or email to advise of dispatch date.  

Offer closes April 30, 2016.

If in the event of unprecedented demand this offer is oversubscribed, we 

reserve the right to send suitable substitute varieties. Please note that your 

contract for supply of goods is with Thompson & Morgan, Poplar Lane, 

Ipswich IP8 3BU. All offers are subject to availability.

YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES Bauer Media (Publishers of Garden News) may also like to contact you by post or phone. Please tick if you do not wish to be contacted by us Q or by carefully selected
partner organisations Q By entering your e-mail address you are choosing to receive email from time to time from Garden News. We will never pass these details to any other organisation.

Signature

Issue No.
(Maestro/Switch) Security No. Postcode

Address

Tel. Email Address

Start Date

Title Initial Surname£

£

Expiry Date

Card No.

CODE ITEM PRICE SUB PRICE QTY TOTAL

TCK47663
Dwarf verbena ‘Lollipop’ 
(3 jumbo plugs)

£9.99 £8.99

TCK47664
Dwarf verbena ‘Lollipop’ 
(6 jumbo plugs)

£14.99 £13.49

TCK57144
Hardy Fuchsia Collection  
(x 6, 2 of each variety)

£11.99 £10.79

TCK57145
Hardy Fuchsia Collection  
(x 9, 3 of each variety)

£14.99 £13.49

TCB10027B
Buddleja Buzz ™ Collection 
(x 3, one of each variety)

£11.99 £10.79

TCB67537A Petunia ‘Purple Rocket’ (x 3) £9.99 £8.99

TCB67538A Petunia ‘Purple Rocket’ (x 6) £10 £9

TCK70756
48 FREE* Cottage Garden 
Perennials (worth £39.96) 
One application per reader

FREE FREE

POSTAGE £5.65

GN subscriber number (if applicable)

GN285/GN286 TOTAL  £
 

SAVE
£8.99!

DOUBLE

UP FOR 

1p

Hardy Fuchsia Collection
This collection contains the varieties

‘Shrimp Cocktail’, ‘Dollar Princess’ and 

‘Delta’s Sarah’. This hardy trio will make  

a colourful addition to containers and 

borders from early summer to autumn. 

Height and spread: 90cm (3ft). 

Buy 6 (2 of each) for £11.99,  

or buy 9 (3 of each) for £14.99   

and save £8.99!

Buddleja Buzz 
‘Magenta’

Buddleja
Buzz ‘Ivory’

‘Shrimp 
Cocktail’

Buddleja Buzz
‘Sky Blue’

‘Dollar Princess’

‘Delta’s Sarah’



J & C R Wood, Dept MGN16, 66 Clough Road, Hull HU5 1SR

16

LESS

IS

MORE!

ONE COAT ONLY HS PLUS: High quality colour and wood protection

Call us

01296 481220

Learn more

osmouk.com

MICROPOROUS  |  NATURAL  |  UV-RESISTANT  |  OIL-BASED |  HIGH COVERAGE

9 9 9 9 9

Only good things for your garden

Call us on 01932 878570 for your FREE 2016 catalogue
or request one online.

www.organiccatalogue.com

THE

ORGANIC
GARDENING

CATALOGUE

Organic Vegetable

and Herb Plants

Grow your own
tasty, organic 

vegetables
Pictured:

Vegetable Plants

Dwarf French Bean ‘Orinoco’ 

Crop Protection 

and Pest Control
NEW Summer 

Eco Bulbs Range



Free* pleione ‘Tongariro’
for every reader !
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To order, tel: 01733 840111

HOW TO ORDER

made payable to Garden News (with name and address on the back)
OR charge my Visa/ Mastercard / Maestro card with:

I enclose a cheque/postal order for

Fill in the form and send to

GN Offers (19/03), 
PO Box 136, 
Coates, 
Peterborough 
PE7 2FE, 
or call 01733 840111.

All offers are subject to availability. Plant offers open to UK
readers only. Overseas readers, please phone for details of
availability. Garden News does not accept responsibility for
coupons that are lost, delayed or filled in incorrectly. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery unless stated otherwise.
Guaranteed to arrive in good condition or your money back.

YOUR DATA PROTECTION PREFERENCES Bauer Media (Publishers of Garden News) may also like to contact you by post or phone. Please tick if you do not wish to be contacted by us Q or by carefully selected
partner organisations Q By entering your e-mail address you are choosing to receive email from time to time from Garden News. We will never pass these details to any other organisation.

MONEY OFF
for Garden News subscribers!

OFFERS

Signature

Issue No.
(Maestro/Switch) Security No. Postcode

Address

Tel. Email Address

Start Date

Title Initial Surname£

£

Expiry Date

Card No.

Eyelash begonia collection
Eyelash begonias have erect white hairs on the leaf margins, 

giving them an eyelash effect. Forming a dome-shaped head of 

decorative leaves, they also have the bonus of producing clusters 

of small white or pale pink flowers, which bloom during the 

spring. Our collection from Dibleys consists of 1 plant each of  

six varieties  O ‘Black Fang’ almost black leaves, vivid green  

star at centre O ‘Limeade’ lime green with red/brown edge  

O ‘Marmaduke’ mottled 

lime-green and orange/red  

O ‘Sea Urchin’ unusual 

shaped leaves turned  

up at edges O ‘Silver  

Jewel’ reflective silver  

with green markings  

O ‘Soli-mutata’ dark  

leaves, fluorescent  

lime-green markings.

Our offer price is £12.95,

saving you £6. Delivery

from mid April. Offer  

closes April 16.

P
leiones are well-suited 

to growing in the house, 

greenhouse or conservatory, 

but you can also try them outdoors 

in pots in a south-facing sheltered 

spot in summer. Send for one 

pseudobulb of pleione ‘Tongariro’, 

with dark violet-rose flowers, 

and you’ll only have to pay the 

postage charge of £3.95, or get it 

free when you order our special 

pleione collection comprising one 

pseudobulb of O P. formosana AGM, pale and deep pink 

flowers, fringed lip marked yellow O P. grandiflora white large  

white, light pink markings on lip O ‘Rossini’ pale purplish-pink 

flowers, creamy white lip flushed and marked pale pink.

Our offer price is £18.95, saving you £4. Delivery from mid  

April. Offer closes April 16.

Garden 
waste bag set
Save more than £5 off this garden

waste bag set. It includes three nylon

bags with reinforced corners and

carry handles, in three different sizes:

70 litres (420mm x 400mm), 100 litres (470mm

x 450mm) and 170 litres (560mm x 540mm).

You can save a further £2 on this item by simply

entering your subscriber number on the order coupon.

Our offer price is £14.99 for subscribers and £16.99

for non subscribers. Please allow 14 days for delivery. 

Offer closes April 16.

2 free* double-flowering 
Asiatic lily bulbs
These double-flowering Asiatic lilies can be 

used in borders and containers. They have 

beautiful colours, a wide range of bloom times, 

and an ability to multiply quickly. They flower 

from June to October. To receive 2 bulbs of 

‘Apricot Fudge’, rose-shaped salmon flowers,  

just send £3.99 to cover postage costs, or get them free 

when you order our special collection, comprising 3 bulbs each  

of  

O ‘Elodie’ sugar pink O ‘Anne Marie's Dream’ creamy white  

O ‘Red Twin’ salsa red O ‘Yellow Twin’ golden yellow.

Our offer price is £14.95, saving you over £8. Delivery from  

ITEM PRICE QTY TOTAL

FREE pleione 'Tongariro' (1 pseudobulb) £3.95  
postage

Pleione collection (3 pseudobulbs, plus 1 FREE) £18.95

FREE double-flowering lily 'Apricot Fudge' (2 bulbs) £3.99  
postage

Double-flowering lily collection (12 bulbs, plus 2 FREE) £14.95

Eyelash begonia collection (6 plants) £12.95

Garden waste bag set Subscriber no______________________________ £14.99

Garden waste bag set Non subscriber £16.99

Postage (regardless of size of order). Don’t add if you’ve just ordered free items £1.95 £1.95

TOTAL  £
 

‘Silver 
Jewel’     

*JUST PAY

£3.99
POSTAGE

*JUST PAY

£3.95
POSTAGE
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GROWERS OF TOP QUALITY BULBS IN THE GREEN

www.EUROBULBS.co.uk

WITH EVERY £50 SPENT ON BULBS AND PLANTS

RECEIVE FREE 5 EACH OF LEUCOJUM VERNUM

AND SNOWDROP PLICATUS WARHAM
 50  100  500  1000
Single Snowdrop  £5.00  £9.00  £40.00  £70.00

Double Snowdrop  £8.50  £15.00  £70.00  £125.00

Elwesii Snowdrop  £17.00  £28.00

Aconite Hyemalis (winter aconite)  £8.50  £15.00  £70.00  £130.00

English Bluebells  £7.50  £13.00  £60.00  £115.00

Large Flowering Crocus Mix  £5.00  £9.00  £40.00

Snowdrop Plicatus Warham  £20 per 10

Erythronium White Beauty  £17.50 per 10

Snowflake Leucojum Vernum  £20 per 10

Chiniodoxa (Glory of the Snow )  £4 per 50  £7 per 100

Ornithagalum Nutans (Star of Bethlehem)  £4 per 50 £7 per 100

Muscari Armenicum ( Grape Hyacith )  £4 per 50 £7 per 100

Scilla Siberica Blue  £4 per 50  £7 per 100

Narcissus Thalia  £6.50 per 50  £12.50 per 100

Narcissus Double Campernelle  £6.50 per 50  £12.50 per 100

Narcissus Baby Moon  £6.50 per 50  £12.50 per 100

Narcissus Pseudo Lobularis ( Lent Lily )  £15 per 50  £28 per 100

CYCLAMEN SOLD IN 9CM POTS  £5.90 PER 3  £17.10 PER 9 
Coum Mixed  Pink Coum  Alba Coum  Silverleaf 
Hedrifolium Pink  Hedrifolium Alba  Hedrifolium  Silverleaf

HELLEBOROUS SOLD IN 9CM POTS£6.10 PER3  £17.85 PER 9 
Niger  Orientalis  Lady Series

PRIMULA SOLD IN 9CM POTS  £4.05 PER3  £11.90 PER 9 
Vulgaris (Wild Primrose)  Beesiana Veris (Cowslip)

ECHINACEA SOLD IN 9CM POTS £4.05 PER 3  £11.90 PER 9 
Pururea Rosy/Purple Pururea White Pururea Pink   

MANY MORE VARIETIES AVAILABLE ON OUR WEBSITE.

All bulbs are flowering size including FREE ones. Delivery is just £3.50 UK mainland only.
Other destinations please telephone for price.

Cheque or card payments please with orders:  
Eurobulbs UK Ltd,  314 Smeeth Rd Marshland St James, Wisbech,Cambs PE14 8EP

Tel 01945 430009  Fax 430303  Email info@eurobulbs.co.uk  
ALL MAJOR DEBIT AND CREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED

Summer Bulbs & Plants
Order direct online at

www.dejager.co.uk
to get a 10% discount

For a FREE Catalogue Tel: 01622 840229

Holmes Chapel Road, Over Peover,

Knutsford, Cheshire. WA16 9RA

Telephone: 0800 046 7443

sales@chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk

www.chrysanthemumsdirect.co.uk

&KU\VDQWKHPXPV
'LUHFW

Order your copy of our 2016
Mail Order Catalogue 12:

The widest range in the UK, with

nearly 470 varieties available.
 

All grown, on our own nursery in
Cheshire, from clean stock plants.

Heather 

James 
 

As seen at 
Harrogate 

Autumn Show 

Maxicrop®

�¦¡ £��ª��� ����£ ¤�� �	Ń�¡����   

����¤£ �� ��Ŵ�¡ ª	¤�Maxicrop®
  ��¤§¡���

Available from most leading garden centres,
including Wyevale.

To advertise,
please call

01733 366376

CHRYSANTHEMUMSBULBS

GREENHOUSE DIRECTORY

FERTILISERS & COMPOST

SNOWDROPS 
IN THE GREEN

Single Snowdrops  . . . . . . £9 per 100
Single Snowdrops  . . . . . . £70 per 1000
Double Snowdrops. . . . . . £14 per 100
Double Snowdrops. . . . . . £120 per 1000
English Bluebells . . . . . . . £14 per 100
Crocus . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £9 per 100
Aconites . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8 per 50
Miniature Daffodils . . . . . £8 per 50
6QRZÁDNHV. . . . . . . . . . . . . . £8 per 10

ALL BULBS TOPQUALITY
P&P FREE, MAKE CHEQUES &
POSTAL ORDERS PAYABLE TO
ANGLIA BULBS, LORDS LANE,
WISBECH, CAMBS, PE13 4TU.
PHONE 01945 410966

CREDIT AND DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

TELFORD 
GARDEN SUPPLIES

MAIL ORDER 
PLANT POTS

1000 3½” Plastic plant pots £60.00
1000 3½” Black square pots £70.00
1250 2¾” Black square pots £50.00
150 7½” Black round pots £55.50
200 Cell packs 6 sections £50.00

Prices include post and packaging
Full price list on request

Telford Garden Supplies, 
26 Horsechestnut Drive, 

Shawbirch, Telford, TF5 0LN.

Tel: 01952 248955
Email: telfordg12@btconnect.com

www.GreenhousesRus.co.uk
� 01623 443331

MASSIVE RANGE OF 

Halls Elite Simplicity Eden Robinsons

Alton Vitavia Swallow Hercules

Tibshelf Garden Products Ltd

GREENHOUSES 

dŝďƐŚĞůĨ ,ŽƵƐĞ
 ZĞĨŽƌŵ ^ƚƌĞĞƚ
 ^ƵƩŽŶ ŝŶ �ƐŚĮĞůĚ

EŽƫŶŐŚĂŵƐŚŝƌĞ
 E'ϭϳ ϱ��

Quality Equipment
for Greenhouse and Garden

01246 451077
www.twowests.co.uk

3TAGING� s� 0LANT� 0OTS� s� 0ROPAGATORS� s� 4HERMOSTATS 
3HELVING� s� #LOCHES� s� 2AISED� "EDS� s� #OMPOSTERS 
0EST� #ONTROL� s� &RUIT� #AGES� s� (EATERS� s� 7ATERING 
3YSTEMS�s�#OLD�&RAMES�s�'REENHOUSES�s�0OLYTUNNELS 

Over 2000 Quality Products

Request your free catalogue today

7RS 4XDOLW\
2UJDQLF 	 /RZ ,QSXW�

6RIW )UXLW�3ODQWV
3+36�&HUWLILHG�+HDOWK\�

6WUDZEHUU\�3ODQWV��5DVSEHUU\�
&DQHV��&KXFNOHEHUU\�%XVKHV��

)UXLW�%XVKHV

01497 851209  

WOODLAND NURSERY GROWN

WILDFLOWER BULBS

SNOWDROPS
25 for £3.50, 50 for £5, 150 for £10

WILD DAFFODILS
25 for £6.50, 50 for £10, 150 for £20

Kindly add £3 towards P&P.  
Orders over £20 post free.  

Cheque/PO to Mike Thorne, 8 Church Street,
Llandderfel, Gwynedd, LL237HL

BEGONIAS
MULTIFLORAS
(Original) Helen Harms £3.50 each

Sutherlandii £3.50 each
All £3.50 P&P 

Tel: 01704 822328
J. Abbott, Laburnums, High Street,

Mawdesley, Ormskirk L40 3TD

+++++++++++++++++++++++++ +++
+ +
+ +
+
+
+
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
+ +
++++++++++++++++++++++++++++++

NATIONAL FRUIT
TREE SPECIALISTS

Huge selection of Top Fruit trees,
Soft Fruit plants, Family trees, Ballerina
Trees, Grapes, Kiwis and so much more.

VISIT OUR WEBSITE FOR UP TO 50% OFF
IN OUR JANUARY SALE

DEACONS NURSERY (GN)
Tel: (01983) 840750 or 522243

Email: info@deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk 
www.deaconsnurseryfruits.co.uk

New 
Catalogue 
Available 

Now

FANTASY FUCHSIAS:
Pot, basket or hardy. All named, all different,  

our choice. 12 for £14.65, 24 for £25.85
36 for £36.50, 60 for £57.25, 72 for £67.50,  

120 for £107.95. Send 2 first class stamps for catalogue.  
Fantasy Fuchsias, Dept GN, PO Box, 1LA, 

Newcastle-upon-Tyne NE99 1LA. 

GREENHOUSE 
ACCESSORIES

FRUIT TREES

BEGONIAS

MISCELLANEOUS

FRUIT

FUCHSIAS
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Every plant lover's favourite day out

Garden Business Opportunity
Have you considered changing your gardening hobby (interest) into a pleasurable,

SURÀWDEOH�EXVLQHVV�

I have just retired 25 years after commencing my own business. My main success
was due to my trading name which is fully protected by Registered Trademark.

I am now offering the use of this Trade Name (under licence) which has such
an appeal that guarantees an enquiry success rate for quickly establishing a

customer base.

Plus a full information start up pack.

This is not a franchise but can be equally rewarding – with low start up cost.

Applicants should ideally be:

In the 45+ age range
Basic knowledge in gardening

3K\VLFDOO\�ÀW
$�FRQÀGHQW�FRPPXQLFDWRU�ZLWK�DOO�DJH�JURXSV

For more information without obligation write to:
DA Garden Concept

2nd Floor Commerce House
North Street, Martock, Somerset TA12 6DH

Or email: reception@pinnacle-accountancy.co.uk

Fawcetts Liners
Buy with confidence established 1948

Pond Liners
Buy from manufacturers and save £££!
Also big savings on pumps and filters!

Why not visit our website!

www.fawcettsliners.co.uk
or telephone for a brochure and samples:
Call: 01772 612125 Fax: 01772 615360

Choice of 3colours

Tel/Fax: 0113 239 3636

£5.00 inc VAT
plus postage and packaging

Email: mk.precision.tooling@btconnect.com

nou h or panels

STOPS RATTLING

FENCE PANELS

also on ebay

Plant Supports (UK) Ltd
have the largest range

of Plant Supports within
the UK, all handmade

in Tenbury Wells,
Worcestershire.

Tel: 01584 781578

Email: sales@plantsupports.co.uk

Website: www.plantsupports.co.uk

Totally British made

FOR ALL YOUR NETTING, ROPES & TWINES
www.ropeseller.co.uk

Tel:- 07768 936230
Email:- ropeseller@btinternet.com

TOOLS

MISCELLANEOUS

MISCELLANEOUS

GARDEN EQUIPMENT

PONDS

My 2016, 52 page, full colour vegetable 
seed, plants and sundries catalogue is 
now ready. It contains the most up to 
date range of seeds for exhibition and 

culinary use.
New parsnips Victor F1 and 

Viper F1 available
A one stop shop for all your  

Horticultural needs and more.
Send 3 x 1st class stamps to:

Medwyns of Anglesey
Llanor, Ffordd Hen Ysgol, Llanfairpwll,

Anglesey. LL61 5RZ

ELEVEN CONSECUTIVE GOLD MEDALS AT THE 
CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW

Established since 1975.
Online shop and web site - 

www.medwynsofanglesey.co.uk

Hative De Niort Shallots
1" dia upwards £23 per 50 (inc p&p).

Ready now.

Kelsae Onions,
Blanch & Pot Leek Seedlings

£23 per 100, £19 per 50 inc p&p.

Pendle Blanch & Cumbrian Pot Leeks
Rooted pips £23 per 25 inc p&p.

Early March delivery.
M. Brereton, 12 Fox Lane, Alrewas,

Burton on Trent DE13 7EG. Tel 01283 790542

www.borderalpines.co.uk
Tel: 01409 253654

A fantastic range of alpines, 

choice bulbs and dwarf perennials
Order securely online or call

for descriptive colour catalogue: £3

(quote GN �� ������� 	��� 
��� ���� ϔ���� �����Ȍ

QUALITY PLUG &  
STARTER PLANTS
Large Range of Perennials.
www.wonderplants.co.uk

VEGETABLES

SEEDS PLANTS

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITY

www.gardennewsmagazine.co.uk



The first plant I ever grew

It was a collection of succulents

– they grew on my bedroom

windowsill, and I became

fascinated at their alien-like

forms. I also loved the way that

you could create a new plant by

rooting a piece of stem or a leaf.

The plant that shaped the

gardener I am today 

An apple tree. The balance of the

blossom, fruit and shape of the

tree is just fantastic. As a gardener,

I spend half of my time producing

fruit, vegetables and cut flowers,

and the other half appreciating

and working with the aesthetics

of the borders and glasshouse.

My favourite plant in  

the world

Lavender! Scent, flower and easy

to grow – what more could

you want?

The plant that

changed

my life

That would be

carnations.

Whilst at

school, I worked

in a hardware

ell us something we don’t

now about you yet…

This year, I am growing 50 

different cut-flower sweet peas  

to see which turn out to be the 

best for scent, stem length and 

colour. They should be looking 

spectacular around June – pop 

down and see them if you can, 

and let me know your favourite!

O�Parham Gardens re-opens for 

the 2016 season at 12pm on Easter 

Sunday, March 27. Visit www.

parhaminsussex.co.uk to find  

out more and to read Tom’s 

monthly blog, featuring his expert 

gardening tips.

store with a florist next door.

I remember somebody showed

me how the shoots at the base of a

carnation sprout roots when put in

sand. I was mesmerised. Growing

new plants and appreciating that

process lit a spark in me.    

The plant that’s made  

me work hardest 

Coleus, undoubtedly. I love them 

and find them a vibrant addition 

to the glasshouse in summer.  

But my challenge is to get them 

through winter as cuttings – they 

become very sensitive to the cold 

and too much water can be fatal.

Every day at Parham sums up 

the human side of my job 

I find that plants and people need 

similar things to thrive. I try to 

g p , y

visitors space to develop, to be

creative and blossom.

The type of plant I’d love  

to grow more of 

Definitely tender exotics. Parham 

sits at the foot of the South 

Downs and the garden is in a  

frost pocket. The banana plants, 

cannas and dahlias all have to  

be well protected to survive the 

winter, but it would be wonderful 

to indulge in plants like echiums, 

agaves and proteas. 

The plants I miss most 

while I’m travelling 

That would be roses; they

epitomise our summer through

their fragrance and form, and

are the most quintessential

English garden flower.

The plant I am in human form

The sunflower! They flower at

a time that is almost like a 

celebration of the summer.  

They are tall, easy to look after 

and make people smile –  

just like me!

Tom Brown
Head gardener, Parham 

House and Gardens, 
an Elizabethan family 
home in West Sussex. 

The gardens consist of 
Pleasure Grounds and a 

four-acre Walled Garden 
with stunning herbaceous 

borders, a glasshouse, 
vegetable garden and 

orchard. The Garden Shop 
and Nursery has over 220 

herbaceous perennials 
on sale, grown and hand 

tended on site by the 
garden team.

MY  
LIFE
In Plants

Exotic echiums 
are on Tom’s 
wish list

As a child, 
Tom collected 
succulents

Green-fingered 
young Tom

Exquisite summer borders 
in Parham’s gardens

Lavender (left) and  
hard-work coleus (right)

Don’t miss out!
NEXT 
WEEK

EASTER SPECIAL
Easy garden projects for the weekend

O Plant of the week: pussy willow

O Discover Carol’s favourite Easter flower
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“ Introducing… Peach ‘Crimson Bonfi re’
Ultra-Compact With Sweetly Scented Blossom

Heavy-Cropping & Perfect For Your Patio ”

3 EASY WAYS TO ORDER:
1. Visit: YouGarden.com/GN385

2. Telephone: 0844 6 569 569
Calls charged at 5p/min plus your network provider’s access charge.

3. By post using the coupon
YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ
Offer available while stocks last.

ALWAYS

USE

CODE:

GN385

These 2-year
old bare-root
trees are
‘multi-grafted’
by expert
nurserymen
for better
shape and form

Stunning, rose-coloured
sweetly fragrant blossom

Enjoy bumper crops of
these delicious juicy fruits

Perfect for the UK climate,this
late season cropper makes
the most of the extra sunshine
giving you sweeter, riper,

juicier fruits – delicious!

What an
all-round

fabulous tree!
Gloriously
ornamental with
rich burgundy

foliage and sweetly
scented rose coloured
blossom, its attractive
symmetrical shape
means it even looks
good in winter with
bare branches! Delightfully compact, Crimson
Bonfire’s late flowering habit also means the
bumper crop of fruit it produces can make the
most of our summer sunshine. The result is the
most delicious crop of juicy, ripe home-grown
peaches you’ve ever tasted!

Delicious, juicy, sweet fruit, ready to
pick in late August
Wonderfully striking and ornamental
Fabulous, sweetly scented blossom
Self-fertile, so can be grown on its own
Very compact (max 1m/3ft tall in 5 yrs)
Perfect for patio pots and containers
Supplied as a 60cm tall 2 year old tree
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Pot not
included

Patio Nectarine
‘Garden Beauty’
50cm Bare-Root Tree

Pretty, fragrant pink
spring blossom
and sweet, juicy

fruit –from a super-
compact tree!

ITEM: 300095

Patio Apricot
‘Aprigold’ Tree

50cm Bare-Root Tree

Bumper crops of 

super-sweet apricots 

from a compact tree

– perfect for patios

or balconies!

ITEM: 300098 

PEACH TREE
‘CRIMSON BONFIRE’

+PP&I

–
 JUST 

–

£19.99

BUY 2 & 
SAVE £10

ADVERT CODE: GN385Post to: YouGarden, PO Box 637, Wetherby Road, York YO26 0DQ

*A £6.00 surcharge will apply to the following postcode areas:
AB, BT, DD8 11, GY, HS, IM, IV, JE, KA27 28, KW, PA20 80, PH19 50,
TR21 25 & ZE. See website for full details.

Please tick here if you would prefer not to receive offers other than from us.
© YouGarden Limited 2016.

I enclose cheque/PO payable to
YouGarden (name & address on back) for £__________________
Or charge my Visa/Mastercard/Maestro card:

Card  Security
No.  No.

Start Expiry Maestro 
Last 3 digits on reverse

Date Date Issue No.

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss First Name Surname

Address

Postcode

Email 

Telephone

 ITEM OFFER DESCRIPTION PRICE QTY SUB TOTAL
 300012 1 x Peach ‘Crimson Bonfi re’ £19.99
 300012 2 x Peach ‘Crimson Bonfi re’ SAVE £10! £29.98 
  These SPECIAL OFFERS go perfectly with your Peach Crimson Bonfi re Tree
 300095 Patio Nectarine ‘Garden Beauty’ £19.99
 300098 Patio Apricot ‘Aprigold’ Tree £19.99
 100004 Fish, Blood & Bone x 1.25kg £4.99

HOW TO SAVE AN EXTRA 10% OFF YOUR ORDER RIGHT NOW!

  Join The YouGarden Club and
 820001 SAVE 10% ON  EVERY ORDER! £10.00
        
  Deduct           
 Add PP&I £6.99

 TOTAL
ORDER
VALUE

OUR DOUBLE GUARANTEE TO YOU
1. If you’re not totally happy with your order, return it within 30 days 

and we’ll replace or refund in full.

2. Should any hardy plants fail to thrive thereafter, we’ll replace free 

of charge – you just pay the PP&I!

Peter McDermott

Head Gardener

COMPLETELY
WINTER
HARDY

YOUR SPECIAL BONUS OFFERS - JUST £19.99 EACH!



    

Code Item Description Price Qty Total

SUMMER BEDDING COLLECTIONS – SAVE UP TO £30

VJ59855
Summer Bedding Value Pack
72 plants – SAVE £13.98

£9.99

VJ59856
Summer Bedding Value Pack
 144 plants SAVE £30

£17.98

V48786 Incredibloom® Fertiliser 750g £12.99

P&P
Grand Total

£3.95

ORDER FORM (BLOCK CAPITALS PLEASE) Please send to: Van Meuwen VSOP764, Admail ADM3952, Spalding PE11 1ZZ.

Please tick this box if you do not wish to receive offers from carefully selected companies.
By supplying your email address you give us consent to email you special offers from Van
Meuwen. We will not pass your email address to a third party. Full terms and conditions are
available on request or on our website at www.vanmeuwen.com. ©Van Meuwen 2016.

Email                                                                               

I enclose a cheque/postal order made payable to‘Van Meuwen’ for £                      

Name                                                                                                       

Address                                                                                                                      

                                                                                                      

                                                                          Postcode                                

Telephone                                                                                                                   

Order Code
VSOP764

Please turn your card over and write the last 3 numbers from the signature strip.CSV
Cardholder’s name                                                                           Expiry Date                  /                   

Please debit my: Visa  Mastercard  Maestro

All products are covered 
by theVan Meuwen
5 Star guarantee. 

Visit our website for 
more details, incredible 
special offers and to 

request a catalogue.

5
STARGUARANTEE

To place your priority order visit:
www.vanmeuwen.com/VSOP764
Or call 0844 573 7431 9am-8pm weekdays

9am-6pm weekends  quote code ‘VSOP764’
Maximum call charge for BT customers is 7p per minute. Calls from other networks may vary.

We won’t be beaten on Quality or Price! - Guaranteed 

FREE 
2016 
Plant, 
Seed 

and Bulb 
Catalogue
Out Now!

Please send me 
my free copy

or request online.
{ tick box }

Exclusive Offer - 72 Summer Bedding Plants
     

 72 Summer Bedding Plants
for stunning colour displays

 12 wonderful fl owers
- 6 of each variety

 Flowers from June to    
September

NOW JUST £9.99
HURRY! – OFFER MUST END
MARCH 29th - Delivery March

72SU MER BEDDING
COLLECTION

NEW Summer Bedding Plants pack
This all new and improved summer bedding plants 
pack is indeed everything you will need for a brilliant 
summer garden all in one pack. This collection will 
fi ll your beds and borders with colour that will last 
all summer long, year after year. We have selected 12 
exceptional varieties for their stunning blooms, glorious 
fragrances, elegant foliage and a broad range of  
heights and spreads. Best of all this superb selection is 
supplied as plug plants - ready to plant straight away. 

A  Antirrhinum Madame Butterfl y - A beautiful   
 double fl owered , scented mix. Perfect for borders   
 and fl ower beds. HT 60 - 70 cm
B.  Begonia Organdy - Mix of red, pink and white   
 fl owers with a mixture of green and bronze
 foliage. HT 20 - 30 cm
C. Marigold Jesters - Fantastic stripy gold and   
 terracotta coloured blooms on compact bushy
 plants. HT 25 cm
D. Pansy Tea Party - Compact growing variety with   
 large colourful blooms. HT 20 cm
E. Rudbeckia Cherry Brandy - Sumptuous cherry   
 red blooms are borne on robust plants. 
 Flowering all summer. HT 60 cm
F.  Stocks Clove Scented Mix - Wonderfully fragrant   
 fl owers in shades of pink, purple and cream.   
 Makes a great cut fl ower. HT 60 cm
G. Verbena Peaches and Cream - Trailing stems 
 and pretty peachy-salmon fl orets make this ideal   
 for borders, pots and baskets. HT 30 cm.
H. Laurentia Mixed - Mounding foliage bursts 
 into bloom with hundreds of pastel coloured star   
 shaped fl owers. HT 20 cm
I.  Gazania Red Shades - Vivid ruby-red fl owers 
 will tolerate all weathers for a stunning summer   
 display.  HT 25 cm
J.  Ageratum Blue Danube - Dwarf, bushy plants   
 house these soft blue fl uffy fl ower clusters, 
 ideal for bedding. HT 20 cm
K. Lobelia Ultra Cascade - Bright, trailing fl owers   
 make this a perfect basket and container fi ller. 
 Trailing to 60 cm
L.  Petunia Bedding Mix - The best bedding petunia   
 in a bright away of colours ideal in boarders 
 or try them in baskets. HT 30 - 40 cm
Delivery throughout March and April - when you use our exclusive 
Incredibloom fertiliser you can enjoy 400% more blooms.

It really is everything that you need for a BRILLIANT SUMMER GARDEN all in one pack!
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