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Hello and welcome to our first issue of 2016! After three gruelling months 
of waiting in anticipation, the 2015 Wood Awards winners have finally been 
announced, p46. We bring you the low-down on each winning entry as well as 
taking a special look at the Furniture & Product category winners, which, I’m 
very excited to say, comprised of two student designers. You may remember the 
pieces shown in the photo above – ‘Endgrain’ by Raw-Edges Design Studio. Who 
would have thought that dyeing wood could present such exciting possibilities?

In terms of learning new skills and techniques, both in your workshop and out 
and about, how about starting in your garden with some tips on making the most 
of your outdoor space all year round, p24? If you’re looking to make some new 
projects for the home, then check out Glenn Perry’s foldable card table, p26, 
with free pull-out A2 plans, and for something that’s bang on trend, Sam Hyams’ 
Broadway-inspired name in lights project (well, initial at least!) will leave you 
wanting to kit out your whole living room, p32. In Home Truths, Edward Hopkins 
makes a new bench with added vices, with a little help from his new apprentices, 
p37, and in his new series on Japanese carpentry, Michael Huntley considers 
whether or not Japanese tools are a ‘must-have’, p50. Brush up on your DIY 
skills with Phil Davy as he tackles fitting a new door lining, p72, and if turning 
is your thing, then join Les Thorne as he goes back to faceplate basics, p80.

As well as testing the latest kit, Andy King also had the opportunity to rub 
shoulders with the leading names in the industry when he attended Discover 
Axminster at Bridgwater College, p55; I played with fire when I met London- 
based artist, designer and illustrator Nick Toye, whose forays into pyrography 
are causing quite a stir, p42; and Phil Davy also found time to visit Westonbirt 
Arboretum to find out more about their unique elevated Treetop Walkway, p74.     
   There’s something for everyone in this issue, so I hope you enjoy it!
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Emma Leslie’s Slatted  
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Comment, insight, views and news of  
woodworkers from around the globe
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Bosch launches 
new 18V drills
Bosch can now offer professionals two new 
cordless drills with even more power, better 
ergonomics and higher flexibility: the GSR 
18-2-LI Plus Professional drill/driver and 
GSB 18-2-LI Plus Professional combi drill, 
which offers impact action for use in stone 
and concrete. 

The high performance motor fitted 
to both tools provides even more torque 
than its predecessor, providing users with 
63Nm for hard screwdriving and 24Nm for 
soft screwdriving. The maximum drilling 
diameter has been significantly increased 
to 38mm in wood and 13mm in steel, while 
the GSB 18-2-LI Plus Professional will also 
drill 13mm in stone. Another key new 
feature is the 13mm Auto-Lock chuck, 
which makes the tool suitable for an 
even wider range of accessories and uses. 

Both tools offer traders such as builders, 
carpenters, joiners, electricians and fitters 
more power, minimal weight and greater 
versatility for challenging drilling and 
screwdriving applications.

Better grip 
and long life
The GSR 18-2-LI Plus 
Professional and GSB 18-2-LI 
Plus Professional are the first 
tools in their class to feature 
an anatomically shaped 
Softgrip handle with 
a grooved texture; 
this makes them 
more secure and 
comfortable to 
hold, particularly 
during overhead 
use or in narrow 
and hard-to-reach 
areas. Both feature an LED light at the front 
to illuminate dark workspaces and a belt clip 
to keep the tools within reach when both 
hands need to be free. 

The GSR 18-2-LI Plus Professional and GSB 

Accompanying the ratchet are drive sockets, 
adaptors, slotted bits, Phillips bits, Pozidrive 
bits, torx bits and hex bits for socket head 
screws all contained in a case. The industrial 
quality bits are accurate and wear-resistant. 
The special chrome-molybdenum-silicon-
manganese-vanadium steel alloy bits 
undergo hardening in accordance with 
the latest production standards. The set is 
priced at £75.96, see www.axminster.co.uk 
for more info.

Pistol ratchet screwdriving
Proxxon’s 49-piece screwdriver set with 
ergonomically shaped pistol ratchet is 
designed to make screwdriving a whole 
lot easier. It allows you to use your wrist to 
produce more torque with less effort. The 
ratchet mechanism is forged CrV steel and the 
ring in front of the handle lets you switch from 
clockwise to anti-clockwise rotation, with the 
centre position turning the ratchet function 
off. Bits lock automatically in the spring 
release chuck and become magnetic.  

18-2-LI Plus Professional are part of the 
Bosch ‘lightseries’ – a series of ultra-

lightweight, all-purpose tools featuring 
Electronic Motor Protection (EMP). 
If the tool overheats, EMP shuts off 
the motor automatically and thus 
ensures long life. 

The tools are well-balanced and 
weigh only 1.5kg including the 2.0Ah 

battery. Thanks to their low weight 
and improved grip, the GSR 18-2-LI 
Plus Professional and GSR 18-2-LI Plus 
Professional are ideal for serial applications 
on construction sites, in workshops and 
in industrial production. Prices start from 
£100.80; see www.bosch.com for more info.





New from Machine Mart is the contemporary 
Eton steel woodburning stove, ideal for heating 
small- or medium-sized rooms with a heat output 
of up to 8kW and 12kW for the Eton Large. These 
stoves feature an air wash system to help keep 
the glass window clean as well as an air control 
to alter burn rate and heat output. These models 
are firebrick lined to maximise heat projection 
and unique to this range, a convenient log store 
is positioned below the stove to provide easy 
access to your fuel. 

Machine Mart also stock a range of accessories 
for stove installation, including an extensive 
range of enamel and stainless steel flues, 
connectors, cowls and chimney liners. They 
also stock a huge range of accessories, including 
the popular Electric Ash Can vacuums for soot 
removal, kiln-dried wood and smokeless coal fuel 
packs and companion sets featuring brush, shovel 
and tongs. Prices start from £442.80, see www.
machinemart.co.uk for more info.

Contemporary 
woodburning

Strike it lucky with DeWalt!

News
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Through the Striker Challenge campaign, DeWalt is offering a VIP trip for two to Barcelona.  
This opportunity is in collaboration with the continued partnership between DeWalt and FC 
Barcelona, and in association with the Perform and Protect product range from DeWalt. 

The winning entrant and a friend will enjoy a VIP experience that delivers levels of access  
and interaction unattainable through any other promotion. This unique package includes a 
professionally coached training session at the FC Barcelona academy, a ‘meet and greet with 
past and present FCB players and a personalised FCB shirt and gift pack for all winners and  
their guests. At this session, winners and guests will compete against one another in a skills 
competition, in order to determine the 2015 Global Striker Challenge Champion. 

The prize also includes tickets to a FCB match, travelling to the stadium via the team coach, 
a VIP tour of the stadium and the Barcelona FC museum. This exclusive package is offered 
alongside return flights to Barcelona, airport/hotel transfers and accommodation for four nights.

The ultimate winner of the 2015 Global Striker Challenge – as decided in the academy session 
– will allow one deserving individual to be recognised as an FCB honorary ‘Player for a Day’ in 
front of a crowd, treading the same turf as some of the greatest players to ever play the game. 

You have until 15 February 2016 to register to become part of the MyDeWalt community – 
just visit the website: www.dewalt.co.uk/strikerchallenge. Good luck!

Hitachi launches 18V 
cordless angle grinder
Hitachi’s G18DBAL 18V cordless angle grinder features a highly efficient brushless motor, 
delivering greater efficiency, increased safety and a longer life. Brushless motors are 30% 
more efficient than conventional models as no energy is wasted through brush friction, 
thus extending battery run time. They also generate more power, providing higher torque 
levels and workload capacities.

The grinder features an auto mode, which conserves energy by reducing RPM in standard 
operation: as load increases, the RPM will automatically increase for greater efficiency. As 
there is none of the energy loss caused by friction during use that brushed motors inevitably 
experience, the angle grinder is a more powerful, efficient and longer lasting power tool.

The G18DBAL has been designed by Hitachi with operator comfort and safety firmly 
in mind. The compact body and small grip circumference make it easy and secure to use. 
Anti-kickback and overload protection features stops the grinder in the event of a ‘jam’ 
or sudden drop in wheel rotation speed during operation or excessive pressure on the tool.  
This feature reduces the risk of motor burnout and minimises potential injury. In addition, 
an anti-restart protection system prevents the grinder from starting if the trigger is depressed 
while a battery is being fitted, to improve operator safety. The soft start motor has reduced 
reaction force on startup for greater control.

Resin coated components and mesh filters provide extra protection against dust and 
moisture, extending the life of the tool. Supplied with an anti-vibration side handle, two 
5.0Ah Li-ion batteries, charger, wrench and carrying case. With Hitachi’s three-year warranty 
also available when registered online within four weeks of purchase, trade professionals can 
be assured of long service and peace of mind. Priced at £174 (body only), see www.hitachi-
powertools.co.uk for more info.



The EasyAirWedge is an inflatable wedge that replaces the need for 
carpenters and craftsmen to use wedges in woodworking and 
cabinetmaking projects. The innovative, cost-effective device helps 
with levelling and fitting of cabinets, carcasses and worktops as well  
as installing and fixing windows and doors. The versatile new tool is  
an inflatable bag manufactured from heavy-duty TPU, which simply 
slides into awkward or narrow gaps and around windows and doors.

The EasyAirWedge is then easily 
inflated or deflated with a few quick 
pumps of the hand pump to ensure 
the unit is held in just the right 
position. The EasyAirWedge makes 
the awkward task of fitting, levelling 
and adjusting heavy doors and other 
weighty objects a thing of the past. 
It will safely lift an impressive 120kg. 

It means individuals can safely 
carry out tasks themselves without 
the need for assistance, thus saving time and money.

The EasyAirWedge comprises a unique patented rigid plastic core, 
which is hidden inside the bag; this ensures the device will not buckle 
or bend while in use.

This handy tool-box essential is also ideal for lifting, levelling 
and adjusting white goods and kitchen units, cabinets and office 
equipment, water tanks, furniture and much more. Priced from £13 
and available from most good builder’s merchants and DIY outlets 
nationwide – see www.easyairwedge.com.

News
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Makita’s new HS7601J, mains-powered, 190mm circular saw offers 
a new compact design, which reduces the overall size of the machine 
and due to the use of aluminium for the baseplate, now weighs just 4kg.

Powered by a 1,200W motor, and available in 110V and 240V 
versions, the HS7601J will run up to 5,200rpm and has a maximum 
depth of cut of 66mm at 90° and 46mm at 45°. The compact design 
of motor housing includes a flat base, which increases stability when 
the blade is being changed. The soft grip handle with trigger controls 
has the forward grip knob moulded as one, which allows for enhanced 
control and balance.

Cutting depth is quickly adjusted with a single locking lever and the 
rear angular guide gives smooth and precise adjustments of the bevel 

angle. The aluminium 
baseplate is fully 
compatible with the 
Makita Guide Rail Set 
197005-0 and is delivered 
in a MAKPAC case.

Makita’s expanded 
guiderail accessory 
range now offers 
adaptors to fit most 
circular saws, jigsaws 
and routers in the 
Makita range of power 
tools. Prices start at 
£130, see www.
makitauk.com.  

Makita HS7601J circular saw

New craftsman’s tool 
for lifting & levelling

lt40 special offer

25th anniversary *

Only 25 are available
 at this price.

RESERVE YOURS TODAY!

   A 25 year legacy 
of sawmilling

 excellence

THE BIGGEST DISCOUNT EVER!

25% OFF
The LT40 electric, stationary

sawmill with hydraulics

•  11kW electric
•   Advanced PLC2
    electronic Setworks
•  Standard hydraulic 
    log handling
     - Loading arms
    - Claw turner
    - Clamp
    - Side supports

Wood-Mizer  UK
Hopf ie ld  Barn

Kenward Road,  Ya ld ing
Kent  ME18 6JP

+44 1622 813 201
 www.woodmizer.co.uk
info@woodmizer.co.uk

* Options and accessories are regular price.
Offer valid from 1 October until 31 December 2015.
Other offers are available for all other sawmill models. 
Cannot be combined with any other offers.



COURSEDIARY
The new year is here, so dust off your tools 
and get learning some new skills for 2016!

January  
9 Introduction to Leigh jigs * 
12 Turning a mortar & pestle for 
the kitchen * 
14 Pyrography – Ben Beddows 
18–19 Routing 
18–22 Beginners woodturning (5 days) 
20 Scrollsaw course * 
22 Bandsaws 
22 Sharpening with Tormek hand tools * 
25 Sharpening 
27–28 Woodturning 
28 Pen making * 
29 Woodturning refresher 
30 Spindle moulding * 
* Course held in Sittingbourne, Kent 
Axminster Tools & Machinery 
Unit 10 Weycroft Avenue, Axminster 
Devon EX13 5PH 
Tel: 08009 751 905 
Web: www.axminster.co.uk

15–17 Green wood spoon carving 
15–18 Beginners’ simple furniture 
22–25 Woodturning bowls with wet 
& seasoned wood 
26 Woodturning – make a small bowl 
30 Woodcarving – a hand bowl 
31–5 Ladderback chair making 
31–5 Traditional upholstery techniques 
West Dean College 
West Dean, near Chichester 
West Sussex PO18 0QZ 
Tel: 01243 811 301 
Web: www.westdean.org.uk

4–8 Advanced box making (5 days) 
16 & 18 French polishing 
Peter Sefton Furniture School 
The Threshing Barn 
Welland Road 
Upton Upon Severn 
Worcester 
Worcestershire WR8 0SN 
Tel: 01684 591 014 
Web: www.peterseftonfurnitureschool.com

4 Carpentry for beginners – wood puzzle 
(6 weeks) 
5 Carpentry for beginners – toolbox 
(12 afternoons) 
6 Woodwork club (4, 8 or 12 weeks) 
6 Furniture restoration (4, 8 or 12 weeks) 
6 Upholstery – bring your own chair 
(6 or 12 weeks)  
9, 10, 16, 17, 24 & 30 DIY in a day (drills) 
16 Wood stool (2 days) 
24 Make a Roman blind (1 day) 
30 Shelf and brackets (1 day) 
The Goodlife Centre 
122 Webber Street 
London SE1 0QL 
Tel: 0207 760 7613 
Web: www.thegoodlifecentre.co.uk
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Following a nationwide search for the best future trade professional 
in the UK, 21-year-old Nadia Connabeer – from Totnes in South Devon 
– has just been named as ‘Screwfix Apprentice of the Year’. On top of 
Nadia’s £10,000 prize bundle of tools, equipment and courses, her 
College at Bridgwater is awarded an additional £2,000 of funding.

Nadia has just completed a Level 3 Furniture Design & 
Manufacture course and currently works as a bench joiner at 
Hayman Joinery of Ivybridge. The judges were not only wowed by 
her obvious skills and enthusiasm, but also by her creative abilities 
and her strong ambition to eventually teach her trade to others.

Nadia has also been nominated for the CITB’s Pride of Construction 
award, and is shortly off to Holland on an apprentice exchange 
scheme. One of her favourite quotes is: “Choose a job you love – 
you’ll never work a day in your life.”

XR® Tool CONNECT™ is the world’s first 
‘connected’ battery system for cordless  
power tools, which has just been launched 
by DeWalt. The power tool battery features 
Bluetooth connectivity that provides you 
with an easier and faster way to manage 
your power tool arsenal.  

Any power tool fitted with a DeWalt XR 
18V Tool CONNECT™ battery pack may be 
paired to a mobile device up to 30 metres 
away via the Tool CONNECT™ app. The highly 
intuitive and customisable interface is 
designed to provide the user with one-touch 
access to a wealth of information, such as 
proximity of location, state of charge, as well 
as access to practical reference material.  

Once paired via the app, batteries (and the 
associated power tool) can be easily located 
and identified. Rapid inventory checks can 
therefore be carried out at the start and 
end of a job to ensure that all batteries are 
fully charged, and are within the immediate 
vicinity. Forgotten or misplaced items can also 
be quickly identified. 

The ‘Lend’ function of the app allows you to 
keep track of tools loaned to an individual or 

A reminder of wood’s living origins
This stunning bench, entitled ‘Fallen Tree’ was designed and crafted by French designer Benjamin 
Graindorge. Using oak and glass, the bench graduates from practical use back to its natural form. 
Benjamin says: “Wood is a living material, the industrial tool I use as a designer has rationalised 
it, and it has become an effective material. The ‘Fallen Tree’ bench is intended to reveal the 
wood’s DNA, to express its deepest nature by attempting to highlight the living fibre it is made 

of. I want to expose and bring it 
to life to reveal its primal identity: 
strong, indomitable and above all 
magnificent.”

‘Fallen Tree’ is half tree, half 
bench. It combines wood and 
glass to create a remarkable 
piece with a practical function. 

£12,000 prize bundle for Apprentice of the Year

Manage your power tool arsenal

a team. The app will automatically deactivate 
the power tool battery and notify the owner 
following expiry of the agreed period of time. 

In the event of theft, or if the tool leaves 
a defined working perimeter, construction 
professionals can automatically disable the 
battery to prevent further use.

The DeWalt Tool CONNECT™ app is available 
to download free of charge from the App Store 
for smartphones (iPhone 4, 5, 6 models and 
above) and tablets (iPad Mini and Air models, 
and above) featuring an iOS operating system, 
and from the Android App Store (on approved 
android devices). 
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I am a private advertiser. Please enter my advertisement in the Reader Ads in the following category:

 Wanted or          For Sale under the following heading

 Hand tools  Power tools  Timber 
 Machinery  Turning  Miscellaneous

My advertisement reads as follows:

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................................  

 My advertisement is for more than £500. I enclose a cheque for £10 made payable to My Time Media Ltd

Name ..............................................................................................................................

Address ...........................................................................................................................

.......................................................................................................................................

Postcode ...............................................................    ..............................................................

Simply fill out this form, including your name 
and address, and post it to:

Reader Ads, Good Woodworking, Enterprise 
Way, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HF

If you don’t want to cut up your magazine, you 
can photocopy this coupon or simply write out 
your ad on a sheet of paper and send it to us. 

Alternatively, if your advertisement is for goods 
worth less than £500, you can email the details 
to tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com 

FREE
ad here

Book your

Machinery
Woodrat including Bosch router GOF1700; £350. Elektra Beckum HC260M 
planer/thicknesser on stand; £270. Chip extractor; £80. Kity table saw 419 
with extensions and accessories; £250. KGS331 chop saw; £100 

 01225 330 521 (Bath)

Record CLI lathe: four-speed belt change, bowl turning attachment, 914m 
between centres, solid bed bars, ¾ × 16tpi, 1MT. Includes Teknatool Supernova 
Chuck, ¾ × 16tpi, two sets of jaws, woodworm screw and Multistar micro chuck, 
¾ × 16tpi. Very good condition; £275 + P&P – can be collected 

 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire)

Hammer C3-31 woodworking machine and attachments. Excellent condition, 
hobby use only, single phase includes table saw, thickness planer and spindle 
moulder; £3,250     07714 767 505 (Glasgow) 
 
Triton 2000 Workcentre. Comes with wheel kit and dustbag fitted with 
Triton 235mm saw. Workshop space needed; £300 

 01908 569 217 (Milton Keynes)

News

Power tools
Bosch GOF 1300 Ace ½ router with micro adjuster, side fence – for DIY use only. 
Very good condition; £75 + P&P, or can be collected 

 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire)

Bosch 900 Ace ¼ router with micro adjuster and side fence; £50 + P&P, or can 
be collected 

 01482 706 283 (E. Yorkshire)

Carl Hansen & Son is now recreating The Signature Chair, the last 
piece of furniture Frits Henningsen designed and produced in 1954. 
Knud Erik Hansen, CEO of Carl Hansen & Son, comments: “This is 
the chair that put the finishing touch on Frits Henningsen’s lifework 
and consummated his legacy as one of Denmark’s greatest furniture 
designers. The Signature Chair is therefore an indisputable classic, 
and its timeless design makes it a natural addition to our product 
range.” To find out more, see www.carlhansen.com.

n n n
Makita has teamed up with specialist decorators merchant, Leyland 
SDM, to showcase the brand partnership and two London cabs are 

now in circulation carrying the joint branding. The famous London 
black cabs are often far from black, being covered in attractive 
advertising graphics for brands and businesses that value the moving 
billboard opportunities to reach people in London any time of the day 
or night.

n n n
Furniture maker Suzanne Hodgson has just opened a new Facebook 
page. It showcases her stunning work, opens a dialogue with clients 
old and new and keeps people up-to-date with her busy exhibition 
schedule. Her website has recently been updated and is now equipped 
with Facebook buttons on all pages; see www.suzannehodgson.co.uk.

OFFCUTS

Miscellaneous
Bowl-turning blanks, plus a large collection of exotic wood in a variety of sizes. 
All blanks at least 18 years old. Being sold by a retired turner – phone for list and 
details     01747 838 770 (N. Dorset)

Screwfix 305mm combination dovetail jig. Complete with router bush, cutter 
and instruction leaflet. Never used; £25     07973 698 170 (N. Yorkshire) 

Sandpaper and emery cloth. Various grits, rolls and sheets 
 01613 395 161 (Lancs) 
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Andy King, Technical Editor
andy.king@mytimemedia.com

New products, tools and tests

table. The table comprises of the lift, router 
insert and table top as one unit; the router 
itself and any hold downs are additional 
accessories so the cost is high.

You can limit your outlay by making your 
own leg assembly, but this one is very sturdy 
and is, of course, designed specifically for the 
lift and top.

The router
To take full advantage of the assembled table 
you need a router with enough grunt to do 
bigger work – panel raising, crown moulding 
and the like – and Woodworkers Workshop 
have invested in a router designed solely 
to fit this table. This has to be purchased 
separately at £224.95, so let’s take a brief look 
at its salient points before we move on to the 
table itself.

The router is designed to invert; there’s no 
base available for hand-held mode. It has an 
1,800W variable-speed motor with high grade 

s Height adjustments are fluid and free of 
backlash with the side handle

s Positions can be easily locked using 
the cam lever

s A view from underneath shows the quality of 
the lift and gearing

s The Mast-R-Lift Excel II lift is designed for 
the AUK router but is sold as a separate item

There’s an abundance of router tables 
out there, from the cheap and not so 
cheerful through to top-end models. 

Finding one that ticks every box is a rarity; 
many lose ground in one area or another, 
whether it be hold-downs or fence and height 
adjustments.

Engineered at a cost  
JessEm has put in plenty of research in 
coming up with this one – it’s top-quality 
throughout and a dream to set-up and adjust. 
This is a table that's engineered rather than 
manufactured and harks back to older times 
where the adjusters, knobs and so forth were 
equally as important as the tool itself, and just 
looking at these, you know this table is going 
to be something special.

Of course, such quality comes at a price, and 
the basic system comes in at just over £1,000. 
You could buy a small spindle moulder for that, 
and you have to bear in mind that this is just 
for the legframe, fence and the main router lift 

s The wheels toe in to pull the stock tight to the 
fence as it progresses

Top drawer set-up 
– at a cost
Despite this top drawer set-up having a 
price tag to match, if you’re looking for an 
adaptable system that will give you a superior 
finish, then this router table could be for you



JessEm Mast-R-Lift Excel II router system
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Prices
Our product prices refl ect 
typical values as we go to 
press. We cannot guarantee 
these prices, though, and 
thoroughly recommend 
that you shop around. 

How we rate…
★  Don’t get your hopes up or your wallet out!
★★ Well, it works but really needs improvement 
★★★ Performs well, but you will fi nd better
★★★★ Great performance and value for money
★★★★★ So good, even Andy would get his wallet out!

bearings and comes with two cranked 
spanners to facilitate cutter swaps from above. 

While two spanners are perhaps old hat
with spindle locks prevalent on most routers 
nowadays, with a router fi xed in a table this 
poses no problem and removes any need to 
feel around underneath for lock buttons.

The table
So back to the table: height adjusting is
an area that is a stumbling block for many
a table system. Adjusting from the top is 
always a plus point, but here it’s set to the
side on a beautifully smooth and slack-free 
gearing linking to the fi ne-threaded height 
adjustment itself. This allows adjustments to 
be made without residual dust getting into the 
mechanism or clogging access holes for hex 
wrenches that top adjusters can be prone to.

It also gives a fi ner adjustment: 3mm per 
revolution although there’s no actual scale
to judge an adjustment. That’s not too 
problematic; it’s often easier to wind a cutter 
up or down to a pre-marked position but it 
would be good to have some sort of easy-
to- see scale for fi ne adjustments. That said,
you can fi t a digital readout to allow a specifi c 
height to be set, and to incredible accuracy of 
0.05mm increments. However, this is a further 
outlay at £113.95, but can be retro-fi tted 
should you decide the need for it.

The main table is made of 19mm phenolic 
resin to ensure stability and resistance to
any moisture, and has a dual slot aluminium 
extrusion let into it: one slot is designed
for accessories that utilise ‘T’ slot fi xings, 
featherboards and so forth while the other

is a standard 19mm for mitre fence work.
It off ers excellent stability and fl atness as
well as a hard surface that allows the work
to glide cleanly over it without resistance.

Within the table is the circular aluminium 
router plate and within this is the aperture for 
holding the insert rings to close it down for 
smaller diameters. These are held with the 
‘Tab-Loc’ system for fast swaps using the 
supplied pin wrench. Jacking screws on the 
main plate ensures everything is perfectly 
aligned before you start, and for curved
work, there’s the facility to fi t a lead on pin.

The fence
Moving to the fence, it’s make or break for 
many tables in this area, but is undoubtedly 
‘make’ in this instance. Comprising of a 
915mm long × 90mm high heavy anodised 
extrusion with ‘T’ slots for featherboards
and hold downs, it also secures the HDF
(High Density Fibreboard) laminate-faced 
sliding fence facings.

It links to the table on further extrusions
and locks down solidly with twin high-profi le 
knobs to keep knuckles free of the fence. Tape 
scales slide into the extrusions to accurately 
set the fence and can be moved along to zero
a set position and secure it; this feature is 
advantageous for running moulds or grooves 
at specifi c off sets.

The fence doesn’t come with any hold-
downs so it’s another outlay, but while
featherboards are a traditional option,
the JessEm Clear-Cut Stock Guides
(£98.95) are an excellent investment.

Paired as an infeed and outfeed set,

▲ Two spanners are needed for bit swaps
but the collet extends well above the table 

▲ Reducing inserts are quickly secured or 
changed with the Tab-Loc wrench

▲ The full length extrusion takes ‘T’ nut 
accessories and 19mm fence bars

▲ The fence locks into ‘T’ slots on the side 
extrusions and runs slickly

▲ Within the extrusion are sliding tapes for 
zeroing a setting

▲ These ‘Clear Cut’ Stock Guides are superb and 
incorporate anti-kickback wheels

the wheels are canted to pull the work in as
it progresses through the cut to keep it held 
fi rmly to the table and fence while allowing 
the work to slink through the cut easily 
without resistance.

The rollers are also designed to run only
in the feed direction; any kickback halts the 
rollers and prevents the work fl ying back –
a great added safety feature.

Conclusion
As a system this is a top-drawer set-up with
a price to match, but even as the basic set-up
it is a major outlay when all the add-ons 
available are considered. However, what you 
gain here is an adaptable system that can grow 
with your requirements and cuts no corners.

I’d certainly recommend the additional 
Clear-Cut Stock Guides as a starting point as 
they ensure any stock that progresses past
the cutter is held fi rmly, resulting in a superior 
fi nish and total accuracy. At this level,
it’s the fi nest of control and fi nish that is of 
paramount importance.

While it won’t emulate a spindle moulder for 
sheer physical power and capacity, it comes 
into its own for the fi ner side of things as well 
as still doing some of the bigger things 
expected of it, such as panel raising, bigger 
moulding for cornices and so on. GW

 The  Verdict
+ Superb quality throughout; ultra-smooth 
adjustments

– No height increment scale built in; only fi ts 
the AUK router; expensive with all accessories

Rating 
Typical price: £,1049.95
Table: 810 × 603mm
Fence: 915mm long × 90mm high
Dust extraction port: 100mm
Aperture: 90mm diameter capacity
Web: www.woodworkersworkshop.co.uk
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Triton T20CH 20V combi drill

 The  Verdict
+ Quality cells; metal gears; slim grip

–  Maximum drill diameter capacity in 
wood is low

Rating 
Typical price: £220 (with 2 × 4Ah batteries) 
Battery: 4.0Ah 
Speeds: 0-450rpm; 0-1,600rpm
Capacities: Wood – 26mm; metal – 13mm; 
masonry – 10mm
Web: www.tritontools.com 

Triton’s foray into the battery market 
continues with this 20V drill, available 
in both drill/driver and combi drill 

models. Both boast identical drilling 
capacities in steel and timber, with this 
combi version having the added bonus 
of a masonry work setting.

However, these capacities aren’t going to 
set the world alight, despite the 20V battery 
(which I’ll come to later!). Timber capacity is 

the main concern here, with the specification 
in the manual stating 26mm. This lags quite 
far behind others of similar spec, and if you 
are looking for a decent capacity drill, this 
will be a stumbling block.

Responsive trigger
In its favour, the torque settings – 16 on this 
combi – are separate from the drill/screwdriver/
hammer functions. It has collars for both so you 
can set the torque with the front one, rotate the 
second function collar to ‘screwdriver’, drive the 
fixings home and simply move the collar to go 
into drill or hammer as required, thus overriding 
the torque settings.

The Triton has a very responsive trigger, 
which is always a bonus for me as I tend to 
use this over the torque settings for most 
screwdriving jobs. In its lowest speed ratio it 
runs at 0-450rpm so you can put them in at 
a decent rate if needed and with a maximum 
48Nm of torque in this setting, this should 
also be used for bigger diameter drilling.

For faster drilling with smaller bits, the 
speed bumps up to 1,600rpm in its second 
setting. With each squeeze of the trigger the 
single LED sheds a decent amount of light 
around the 13mm capacity sleeveless chuck.

Batteries
As with the other Triton battery products, 
these are high-quality Samsung cells, but the 
20V moniker is a bit of an anomaly. Li-ion cells 
are rated at 3.6V capacity per cell, and if you 
do the maths, 5 × 3.6V = 18V but in general, 
each cell peaks above this and at its optimum, 
an 18V battery can peak at 20V when fully 
charged and this leads to the higher volt rating 
– much the same as a 12V battery – which is 
actually 10.8V in real terms.

Even so, these 4Ah batteries charge in 
around an hour; a tad over some of the 
established pro brands, but still a decent 
amount of time to allow you to get plenty 

drilling and driving operations. 
With a full metal gearbox and Mabuchi 

branded motor, the internals match the 
battery for quality. At this price these make 
it a decent machine, but the capacities 
in timber especially let it down somewhat.

I chained out a few locks and some tubular 
door latches without any problems, but this 
is on its limit according to the specifications 
given; I’d have liked it to hit a higher capacity 
of around 32mm or so to allow Yale cylinders 
to be drilled, which would fit in well for general 
second-fix applications. GW

This 20V combi drill isn’t going 
to set the world alight, but it 
does feature some quality 
components and is useful 
for drilling locks and latches

▲ A trigger-operated single LED does a decent 
job of illuminating the work area

of work done with 
one in the drill while 
the other charges up.

Conclusion
As drills go it’s a 
well-built unit, if 
a little angular in 
design, but it has 
a really nice slim 
sculpted grip. Equally 
favourable is the 
balance; it’s quite a 
chunky tool at 3.9kg 
with the battery 
fitted, but sits well 
in the hand in both 

Combi 
contender

▲ The double collar allows fast switching from 
torque driving to drilling functions

▲ Gear changing is set using a standard 
sliding switch

▲ The Triton has 
decent power for 
drilling out standard 
locks and latches
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CALL 01484 400488
ALL PRICES DELIVERED UK MAINLAND. ORDER BY 22ND DECEMBER

FOR GUARANTEED CHRISTMAS DELIVERY. STOCK SUBJECT TO AVAILABILITY
ALL PRICES VALID UNTIL 31ST DECEMBER 2015

HS105 10” Tilt Arbor Sawbench

80
255 mm

£219.95
Inc VAT

£99.95  Exc VAT £139.95 Exc VAT £259.95 Exc VAT £299.95  Exc VAT

Designed to fill the gap between entry level sawbenches and serious professional machines, the new Scheppach 
HS105 tilt arbor sawbench offers an exceptional specification and is amazing value for money. Even at first glance it 
stands out as “top of its class”. A good size extending cast alloy saw table with mitre attachment as standard. Rigid 
fence with micro setting. Dual handwheel for R&F & micro tilt settings plus a 48 tooth TCT sawblade as standard. 

HS80  8” Benchtop tilt 
arbor sawbench

HS100S
10” tilt arbor sawbench

HS120o 10” tilt arbor 
sawbench c/w dual rip + 
mitre fence

HS120 10” tilt arbor
sawbench c/w Sliding 
table carriage
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Narrow 
sharpening 
solved
Designed to overcome the problems associated 
with accurately sharpening narrow blades, 
this honing guide set from Veritas features 
unique guide clamp blades and parallel jaws 

▲ The first step is to position the stop to the 
correct honing angle

▲ Sliding the jig to the body, it is locked off 
against the mark relevant to the tool width

▲ The chisel or iron is slid up against the stop…

Honing is a hoary subject, with 
discussions aplenty about the use 
of honing guides or not depending 

on where you stand. While I hone freehand 
pretty successfully, there’s absolutely nothing 
wrong with using one, and Veritas have had 
a very good offering in their Mk.II version for  
a number of years.

This now has an additional body designed 
specifically to work with narrow blades. 
The standard Mk.II works with a clamping bar, 
which on narrower bevel-edge blades requires 
care not to over-tighten on one side so as 
to keep the pressure even. This narrow guide 
takes a leaf from the good old Eclipse version 
and works on a side clamping method.

▲ … and then clamped securely by winding in 
the brass knob until it nips
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Veritas Mk.II narrow blade honing guide set

 The  Verdict
+ Consistent and accurate results; secondary 
bevel settings

– Both clamping heads needed to cover
wider chisels and plane irons

Rating 
Typical prices: £32.11 (head only);
three-piece kit – £56.78
Blade capacity: 3-38mm
Micro bevel adjustment: +1 & 2 degrees
Web: www.brimarc.com

used in conjunction with 
the three colour-coded 
indicators, although only 
the green and yellow ones 
are relevant to this narrow 
jig, corresponding to the 

indicators on the body.
The roller has an off set 

spindle that gives three diff erent 
settings. The fi rst is the main honing

angle for maintaining a bevel.
Rotating the sprung roller knob to either

its second or third position alters the angle
by one or two degrees, and for honing a micro
or secondary bevel, raises a quicker wire edge, 
which is pretty eff ective here.

In use
Blades up to 38mm are its maximum width 
but it’s the narrower ones where it really 
comes into its own, especially very narrow 
bevel edges where a clamping bar struggles
to hold fi rmly and squarely. Putting this to
the test on a Japanese 3mm chisel it worked
a treat, nipping and holding the sides 
perfectly, allowing a square hone.

Conclusion
Setting up this jig is fast and simple, which 
means it will even appeal to the dedicated 
hand-hone enthusiast. It’ll especially suit 
rebate irons, for example, as it’s the narrow 
blades or ones that fi t in planes with little
or no lateral adjustment which therefore
need to remain as square as possible. GW

If you already own the 
original Mk.II guide, then all you

need is the narrow blade head as the roller 
assembly and registration jig are identical
and therefore interchangeable.

Setting up
Setting up a chisel or plane iron is done in
a logical manner: by sliding the registration
jig onto the body you move it across until the 
pointer aligns with the corresponding width
of the tool being honed. Locking off  the jig,
the tool is now slid into position, aligning 
against the shoulder of the registration jig.

The registration stop has to be positioned
to set the right backset so the honing angle is 
correct, and there are a series of indents
on the jig that indicate the correct angles,
once locked into a particular depression.

Some of these indents have two or three 
angles associated with them, and these are 

▲ You adjust the body to correspond with the colour setting chosen 
on the jig

▲ The roller has micro adjustments to set a honing bevel if required

▲ Using the jig is very easy, with the wide roller 
off ering great support
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If you’re looking 
for an easily 
transportable 
saw stand, 
then the Makita 
WST06 will prove 
to be a great 
investment

▲ A simple stop on the extension arm can be 
engaged by sliding it upwards

▲ It allows any work to butt up against it for 
fast repeat cuts

W ith chop saws becoming bigger 
and bulkier to eke out that extra 
few millimetres of capacity, 

moving them from  A to B is a feat in itself; 
even eating your Weetabix may not help 
with some of them as they’re so heavy and 
unwieldy. Not with the Makita WST06. A 

portable saw stand works a treat in this area. 
It has the advantage of not only making the 
saw easy to move around, but also offering 
the added benefit of being able to set the saw 
at a decent work height, so you aren’t on your 
knees or struggling to find a suitable spot to 
put it. Couple this with the pullout extension 
supports and you have a versatile and safe 
solution for cutting long lengths to size.

Great support
The supports slide into the main aluminium 
extrusion, locking at any length to suit with 
a good locking knob. Each support also has an 
adjustable foot: one with a roller and the other 

This stand 
delivers!
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 The  Verdict
+ Great for supporting long lengths; 
good working height; easy transportation 

– Can be a little unstable when wheeling 
with the saw fitted; a bit of a knack needed 
to unclip the brackets with the saw fitted

Rating 
Typical price: £149.95
Height: 850mm
Max support open: 2,550mm
Closed size: 1,150mm
Web: www.makitauk.com

has a fixed platform with a slide-up stop 
to make repeat cuts.

I found the roller proved useful for dragging 
long lengths up onto the stand and into 
position to easily align to the cut mark. Using 
the slide-up stop worked brilliantly for cutting 
a run of doorstops and architraves. You can 
also swap the roller and stop to either the 
left- or right-hand position.

Well secured
Although this is a Makita branded product, 
it isn’t exclusive to that brand of saw. Any 
saw that has bolt-down positions square 
to the front of the turntable should fit 
to the brackets, but of course, it’s wise 
to check first if you have another make.

Fitting my own LS0714L mitre saw to 
the brackets was a simple enough task 
and all the necessary fixing bolts are 
supplied for Makita saws.

The brackets clip onto the base and will 
secure themselves well enough to prevent 
the saw disengaging itself without being held 
by hand, but it needs the locking levers to 
secure the saw and lock it off.

To get the saw off the stand requires a bit 
of a knack as simply unlocking the levers 
won’t release it fully; it’s a reversal of initially 

▲ A second extension arm has the roller, which 
allows work to be easily moved across the stand

▲ Depressing this button allows the legs to be 
opened or closed

▲ The pins are sprung to lock open or closed for 
easy deployment

▲ These levers have the job of locking the saw 
brackets to the stand

▲ With or without the saw fitted, the stand 
is very easy to manoeuvre 

▲ Longer lengths of skirting and architraves are really easy to cut using the stand

Makita WST06 saw stand

bullet pins and depressing these allows each 
leg to swing down with the pin re-engaging 
to lock it. One leg also has a wind-out foot for 
uneven surfaces.

There are two methods of transportation 
for the stand. With the saw off the stand 
there’s a handle fitted centrally on the 
underside to carry it, although at 16kg 
on its own, it’s perhaps better to make 
use of the end handle and the wheels! 

With the saw fitted, transportation is 
a breeze, but with the wheels quite close 
together you do need to be careful when 
wheeling it along on an uneven surface; 
I found pushing to be a better, and safer, 
option here.

Conclusion  
Whether in the workshop or out and about, 
the stand is definitely a good investment, and 
even with the saw attached, it can easily be 
set up and knocked down for storage in the 
van or in the corner out of the way. GW

clipping the saw on so that it prevents it from 
unduly dropping off the stand. 

The levers have to be lifted up and moved 
over to a second position, which then allows 
the saw to lift away. It does take a bit of work 
to get it to lift cleanly, but I found that after a 
few attempts, it does get easier! Off the 
stand the brackets have rubber feet so the 
saw can be placed on other surfaces to be 
used for work that doesn’t require the stand.

Setting up
Setting up the stand each time is a cinch: the 
legs are held in their closed position by sprung 
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 RANDOM ORBITAL 
SANDER

 • For sanding 
 & polishing 
• 125mm
 diameter 
 sanding discs 
• 4000-11000 opm

 INC 5 DISCS

CROS1EX.VAT
£35.98

INC.VAT

£29.98

 SHEET 
SANDERS

CON300
EXC.VAT

£16.79
INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£13.99

*110V in stock 
 MODEL SHEET SIZE MOTOR EXC.VAT INC.VAT
COS200 190X90mm 150W £13.99 £16.79
C0N300 230X115mm 330W £32.99 £39.59
Makita  112X102mm 200W £54.99 £65.99
BO455*

DISC SANDER 
(305MM)

 Powerful, bench mounted 
disc sander  900W
 No load 

disc speed: 
1490rpm 
 305mm 

Disc Dia. (1 x 
60 grit sanding 
disc included) 
 Dimensions 

(LWH): 
440x437
x386mm

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

£119.98

CDS300B

BLADE TENSIONING 
CONTROL

 6" BELT/
9" DISC 
SANDER 

 4" BELT/
6" DISC 
SANDER

 • Dust extraction  
facility 
• 4" x 36" belt 
tilts & locks 
0-90° 
• 225mm x 
160mm   
table, tilts 0-90° 
• 370w, 230v 
motor

 • Includes stand 
• 1 Hp/ 230v/ 
1ph motor

 • Includes two 
tables  • 550w 
230v motor. 

CS6-9C

 • Simple fast assembly 
in minutes using only a 
hammer

 ALSO 
EXTRA WIDE 
INDUSTRIAL 

UNITS 
AVAILABLEPER SHELF

 (evenly 
distributed) 
Strong 9mm 
fi breboard 
shelves

CHOICE OF 5 COLOURS

RED, BLUE, BLACK, 
SILVER & GALVANISED 

STEEL

  BOLTLESS 
SHELVING BENCHES

CS4-6D

SAVE 
10%

WHEN YOU BUY 
ANY MIX OF 5 

FROM THIS RANGE
SAVE AT LEAST
£17.99 INC.VAT

MULTI FUNCTION 
TOOL WITH 
ACCESSORY KIT

•  Great for sawing, cutting, sanding, polishing, 
chiselling & much more
• 250w motor
• Variable speed

CMFT250

EXC.VAT
£44.39

INC.VAT

£36.99

 £84.99

INC.VAT

EX.VAT
 £101.99

EXC.VAT
£250.80

INC.VAT

£209.00

.98
EX.VAT

£29
.98
INC.VAT

£35

FROM ONLY
PLANERS & 
THICKNESSERS
 • Ideal for 
DIY & 
Hobby use
• Dual purpose, 
for both fi nishing 
& sizing of 
timber

CPT800

Top Quality Bandsaws - ideal for professional workshop use. Strong 
steel body with solid cast iron table featuring induction motors 
• Table tilts 45° • Adjustable blade guide • Supplied with 4 TPI wood cutting 
blade, rip fence, mitre guide and push stick

MAGNIFIED 
MITRE 
GUIDE

SOLID 
GROUND 

CAST 
IRON 
TABLE

MULTI-
STEP DUST 

EXTRACTION 
OUTLET

QUICK 
RELEASE 
FENCE

DRIVE-BELT 
TENSIONING

FLEXIBLE 
LED 

WORKLIGHT

REMOVABLE 
DUST TRAY

ONLY
  

EXC.VAT

INC.VAT419.98£ 
349.98£ 

ONLY
  

EXC.VAT

INC.VAT538.80£ 
449.00£ 

BANDSAWS

OSCILLATING 
BOBBIN SANDER

Provides exceptional fi nishes for deep 
& wide work pieces, front 
edges & narrow inner curves 
• Dust collection port 
• Inc. 5 sanding 
sleeves/ bobbins 
• 330mm table 
height

COBS1

 TABLE
SAWS

 INCLUDES LEFT 
& RIGHT TABLE 

EXTENSION

CTS10D

 *Moulded base

.98
EX.VAT

£69
.98
INC.VAT

£83

FROM ONLY

 (evenly 
distributed) 
Strong 12 mm 
fi breboard 
shelves

350
KG

PER SHELF

 MODEL  DIMS   
 WxDxH(mm) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
150kg 800x300x1500 £29.98 £35.98
350kg 900x400x1800 £49.98 £59.98

 MODEL MOTOR BLADE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CTS800B 600w 200mm £69.98 £83.98
CTS11* 1500w 254mm £139.98 £167.98
CTS10D 1500w 254mm £159.98 £191.98

 BELT 
SANDERS

BS1

.98
EX.VAT

£29
.98
INC.VAT

£35

FROM ONLY

 • Ideal for surface removal, 
sanding and fi nishing

ABRASIVE SANDING 
BELTS IN STOCK

 MODEL WATT M/MIN EXC.VAT  INC.VAT
Clarke BS1 900W 380 £29.98 £35.98
Clarke CBS2 1200W  480 £69.98 £83.98
Makita 9911 650W  75-270 £94.99 £113.99

 POWER 
PLANERS

 MODEL INPUT DEPTH EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 POWER OF CUT 
Clarke CEP1 650W 2mm £23.99 £28.79
Einhell RT-PL82 850W 3mm £49.98 £59.98
B&D KW750K - GB 750W 2mm £57.99 £69.59

 MODEL  MOTOR MAX THICK. EXC. INC.
  CAPACITY VAT VAT
CPT600 1250W 120mm £169.98 £203.98
CPT800 1250W 120mm £199.98 £239.98
CPT1000 1500W 120mm £269.98  £323.98NEW

 STATIC PHASE 
CONVERTERS

 ROTARY 
PHASE 

CONVERTERS 
ALSO AVAILABLE

 • Run big 3 phase 
woodworking 
machines 
from 1 phase 
supply 
• Variable 
output power 
to match HP 
of motor to 
be run

 CONVERT 230V 
1PH TO 400V 3PH

PC60

 MODEL MAX.  FUSE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 MOTOR HP   
PC20‡ 2HP 10Amps £209.00 £250.80
PC40# 3.5HP 20Amps £249.00 £298.80
PC60 † 5.5HP 32Amps £299.00 £358.80

‡ was £274.80 inc.VAT 
# was £322.80 inc.VAT 
† was £382.80 inc.VAT 

EXC.VAT

250.80
INC.VAT

PRICE CUT
NOW FROM

WAS £382.80 inc.VAT

209.00

£

£

EXC.VAT
£203.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£169.98

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£119.98

CBS300

CBS350

MODEL THROAT MAX CUT MAX CUT
 DEPTH 90° 45° EXC.VAT INC.VAT 
CBS300 305mm/12" 165mm 115mm £349.98 £419.98
CBS350 340mm/14" 225mm 160mm £449.00 £538.80

TABLE SAW WITH 
EXTENSION 
TABLES (250mm)

 Ideal for cross cutting, 
ripping, angle and 

mitre cutting 
 Easy release 

/locking mechanism 
for table extensions 
 0-45° tilting blade 

 Cutting depth: 
72mm at 90° / 

65mm at 45° 
 230V/50Hz, 

Motor: 1800W,  
 Shown with 

optional leg kit 
CLK5 £22.99 exc.VAT 

£27.59 inc.VAT

CTS14

EXC.VAT
£143.98

INC.VAT

£119.98

4" BELT/
8" DISC SANDER 

EXC.VAT
£167.98

INC.VAT

£139.98

CS4-8 

CIRCULAR SAWS
 Great range of DIY 

and professional 
saws  Ideal 
for bevel 
cutting 
(0-45°) 

*Includes 
laser guide 

CON185

EXC.VAT
£41.99

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£34.99

MODEL MOTOR MAX CUT  
  90/45  
  (mm) EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 CCS185B 1200W 65/44 £34.99 £41.99
 CON185*# 1600W 60/40 £56.99 £68.39
 CCS2 1300W 60/45 £59.98 £71.98

# was £71.98 inc.VAT

NEW

*FURY power: 1500w (110V available)
‡RAGE power: 1800w/230V (110V available) 
table extensions included

255mm 
MULTI-
PURPOSE 
TABLE 
SAWS

 MODEL MAX  TABLE  EXC.  INC. 
 DEPTH CUT SIZE (mm) VAT VAT
 45° 90°  
FURY5* 54mm 73mm 625x444 £149.98 £179.98
RAGE5‡ 55mm 79mm 868x444 £269.00 £322.80 

EXC.VAT
£179.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£149.98

NEW

NEW
RANGE

• 82mm 
cutting 
width

EXC.VAT
£28.79

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£23.99

 QUALITY CAST 
IRON STOVES

OVER 20 GREAT
STYLES IN STOCK

 FLUES, COWLS & 
ACCESSORIES IN STOCK

LARGE & XL MODELS 
IN STOCK

6.9kW

11.8kW

EXC.VAT
£298.80

INC.VAT

£249.00

EXC.VAT
£107.98

INC.VAT

£89.98

BARREL
EXC.VAT

£250.80
INC.VAT

£209.00

6kW

POT 
BELLY

BUCKINGHAM

CEP1

ELECTRIC 
POWER 
FILE

CPF13
*Black & Decker

EXC.VAT
£53.99

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£44.99

MODEL MOTOR EXC.VAT  INC.VAT
CPF13 400W/230V £44.99 £53.99
KA900E*  350W/230V £49.98 £59.98

• Variable 
belt speed 
• Tilting head 

CLK3 LEG STAND KIT FOR 
CTS10D - £29.99 INC VAT. 

LEG STAND KIT FOR 
CTS11 - £27.59 INC VAT

 WET 
& DRY 
VACUUM 
CLEANERS
 • Compact, high 
performance 
wet & dry 
vacuum 
cleaners for use 
around the home, 
workshop, garage 
etc.

EX.VAT
£57.59

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£47.99

   CAPACITY EXC.  INC. 
 MODEL MOTOR WET/DRY  VAT VAT
CVAC20P 1250W 16/12ltr £47.99 £57.59
CVAC20SS* 1400W 16/12ltr £59.98 £71.98
CVAC25SS* 1400W 19/17ltr £64.99 £77.99
CVAC30SSR* 1400W 24/21ltr £86.99 £104.39

* SS = Stainless Steel

STAPLE/
NAIL GUNS

 All models include 
nail/staple pack 
and tough moulded 
case

CONSN118LI

SPARE NAILS / 
STAPLES IN STOCK

ELECTRIC AND CORDLESS 
MODELS IN STOCK

  STAPLE/NAIL EXC. INC.
MODEL TYPE GAUGE VAT VAT
CESNG1 Electric 22/18 £19.98 £23.98
CCT48 Cordless
 4.8v Ni-MH 22/18 £29.98 £35.98
CESNG2 Electric 18/18 £39.98 £47.98
CONSN18Li Cordless
 18v Lithium-Ion 18/18 £109.98 £131.98

EXC.VAT
£ 23.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£19.98

ELECTRIC 
HEATERS

MODEL VOLTAGE HEAT EXC.VAT INC.VAT
  OUTPUT KW
CZ-2104 230v 2.5 £39.98 £47.98
DEVIL 6002 230V 0.7-2 £39.98 £47.98
DEVIL 6003 230V 1.5-3 £49.98 £59.98
DEVIL 7003 230V 3 £54.99 £65.99
DEVIL 6005 400V 2.5-5 £74.99 £89.99
DEVIL 7005 400V 5 £79.98 £95.98
DEVIL 6009* 400V 4.5-9 £119.00 £142.80
DEVIL 7009 400V 9 £137.99 £165.59
DEVIL 6015‡ 400V 5-10-15 £179.00 £214.80

*was £155.98 inc.VAT ‡was £227.98 inc.VAT

Huge range of quality electric models – 
From DIY, trade to Industrial

DEVIL7003

EXC.VAT
£47.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£39.98

CZ-2104

24664LH



GET 
YOUR 
FREE 
COPY
NOW!
• IN-STORE
• ONLINE
• PHONE
0844 880 1265

FREE

PRICE CUTS & 
NEW PRODUCTS

1100

500 
PAGE

CATALOGUE

FOR OVER 

15,000
PRODUCTS

INCLUDING
NEW

WOODWORKING MACHINES
visit machinemart.co.uk

Calls to the catalogue request number above (0844 880 1265) cost 7p per minute plus your telephone company’s network access charge
For security reasons, calls may be monitored. All prices correct at time of going to press. We reserve the right to change products and prices at any time. All offers subject to availability, E&OE.

24664RH

4 EASY WAYS TO BUY...
IN-STORE
65 SUPERSTORES

ONLINE
www.machinemart.co.uk

MAIL ORDER
0115 956 5555

CLICK & 
COLLECT

 OPEN 7 DAYS
V

  BARNSLEY Pontefract Rd, Barnsley, S71 1EZ 01226 732297
B’HAM GREAT BARR 4 Birmingham Rd. 0121 358 7977
B’HAM HAY MILLS 1152 Coventry Rd, Hay Mills  0121 7713433
BOLTON 1 Thynne St. BL3 6BD 01204 365799
BRADFORD 105-107 Manningham Lane. BD1 3BN 01274 390962
BRIGHTON 123 Lewes Rd, BN2 3QB 01273 915999
BRISTOL 1-3 Church Rd, Lawrence Hill. BS5 9JJ 0117 935 1060
BURTON UPON TRENT 12a Lichfi eld St. DE14 3QZ 01283 564 708
CAMBRIDGE 181-183 Histon Road, Cambridge. CB4 3HL 01223 322675
CARDIFF 44-46 City Rd. CF24 3DN 029 2046 5424
CARLISLE 85 London Rd. CA1 2LG 01228 591666
CHELTENHAM 84 Fairview Road. GL52 2EH 01242 514 402
CHESTER 43-45 St. James Street. CH1 3EY 01244 311258
COLCHESTER 4 North Station Rd. CO1 1RE 01206 762831
COVENTRY Bishop St. CV1 1HT 024 7622 4227
CROYDON 423-427 Brighton Rd, Sth Croydon 020 8763 0640
DARLINGTON 214 Northgate. DL1 1RB 01325 380 841
DEAL (KENT) 182-186 High St. CT14 6BQ 01304 373 434
DERBY Derwent St. DE1 2ED 01332 290 931
DONCASTER Wheatley Hall Road  01302 245 999
DUNDEE 24-26 Trades Lane. DD1 3ET 01382 225 140
EDINBURGH 163-171 Piersfi eld Terrace  0131 659 5919

EXETER 16 Trusham Rd. EX2 8QG 01392 256 744
GATESHEAD 50 Lobley Hill Rd. NE8 4YJ 0191 493 2520
GLASGOW 280 Gt Western Rd. G4 9EJ 0141 332 9231
GLOUCESTER 221A Barton St. GL1 4HY 01452 417 948
GRIMSBY ELLIS WAY, DN32 9BD 01472 354435
HULL 8-10 Holderness Rd. HU9 1EG 01482 223161
ILFORD 746-748 Eastern Ave. IG2 7HU 0208 518 4286
IPSWICH Unit 1 Ipswich Trade Centre, Commercial Road 01473 221253
LEEDS 227-229 Kirkstall Rd. LS4 2AS 0113 231 0400
LEICESTER 69 Melton Rd. LE4 6PN 0116 261 0688
LINCOLN Unit 5. The Pelham Centre. LN5 8HG 01522 543 036
LIVERPOOL 80-88 London Rd. L3 5NF 0151 709 4484
LONDON CATFORD 289/291 Southend Lane SE6 3RS 0208 695 5684   
LONDON 6 Kendal Parade, Edmonton N18 020 8803 0861
LONDON 503-507 Lea Bridge Rd. Leyton, E10 020 8558 8284
LONDON 100 The Highway, Docklands 020 7488 2129
LUTON Unit 1, 326 Dunstable Rd, Luton LU4 8JS 01582 728 063
MAIDSTONE 57 Upper Stone St. ME15 6HE 01622 769 572         
MANCHESTER ALTRINCHAM 71 Manchester Rd. Altrincham 0161 9412 666
MANCHESTER CENTRAL 209 Bury New Road M8 8DU 0161 241 1851   
MANCHESTER OPENSHAW Unit 5, Tower Mill, Ashton Old Rd 0161 223 8376   
MANSFIELD 169 Chesterfi eld Rd. South 01623 622160

MIDDLESBROUGH Mandale Triangle, Thornaby 01642 677881
NORWICH 282a Heigham St. NR2 4LZ 01603 766402
NOTTINGHAM 211 Lower Parliament St. 0115 956 1811
PETERBOROUGH 417 Lincoln Rd. Millfi eld 01733 311770
PLYMOUTH 58-64 Embankment Rd. PL4 9HY 01752 254050
POOLE 137-139 Bournemouth Rd. Parkstone 01202 717913
PORTSMOUTH 277-283 Copnor Rd. Copnor 023 9265 4777
PRESTON 53 Blackpool Rd. PR2 6BU 01772 703263
SHEFFIELD 453 London Rd. Heeley. S2 4HJ 0114 258 0831
SIDCUP 13 Blackfen Parade, Blackfen Rd  0208 3042069
SOUTHAMPTON 516-518 Portswood Rd. 023 8055 7788
SOUTHEND 1139-1141 London Rd. Leigh on Sea  01702 483 742
STOKE-ON-TRENT 382-396 Waterloo Rd. Hanley 01782 287321
SUNDERLAND 13-15 Ryhope Rd. Grangetown 0191 510 8773
SWANSEA 7 Samlet Rd. Llansamlet. SA7 9AG 01792 792969
SWINDON 21 Victoria Rd. SN1 3AW 01793 491717
TWICKENHAM 83-85 Heath Rd.TW1 4AW 020 8892 9117
WARRINGTON Unit 3, Hawley’s Trade Pk.  01925 630 937
WIGAN 2 Harrison Street, WN5 9AU 01942 323 785  
WOLVERHAMPTON Parkfi eld Rd. Bilston 01902 494186
WORCESTER 48a Upper Tything. WR1 1JZ 01905 723451

 VISIT YOUR LOCAL SUPERSTORE OPEN MON-FRI 8.30-6.00, 
SAT 8.30-5.30, SUN 10.00-4.00

 DRILL 
PRESSES

CDP5EB

EX.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£59.98

Drill not 
included

EX.VAT
£23.98

INC.VAT

ONLY
£19.98

 DRILL 
STANDS

CDS3

 MORTISING 
MACHINE
 Accurately creates deep square 

recesses  Table size 150 x 340mm 
 Maximum chisel cap.76mm  Robust 

cast iron base & column ensures 
stability & accuracy  95mm depth 
of cut

 CHISELS AVAILABLE FROM 
£6.99 EX VAT £8.39 INC VAT

CBM1B

“It is fast and accurate with a 
good solid feel...Excellent value for 
money, I’m really pleased with it.”
See www.machinemart.co.uk

 ROUTER TABLE

 • Converts your router 
into a stationary router 
table • Suitable for most 
routers (up to 155mm dia. Base plate)

 Router not 
included

CRT-1

EX.VAT
£71.98

INC.VAT

£59.98

 Kit includes: 
• Height adjustable stand with clamp • Rotary tool  

• 1m fl exible drive  • 40x accessories/consumables

CRT40
EX.VAT

£35.98
INC.VAT

£29.98

 ROTARY TOOL
KIT

 • Powerful heavy 
duty machine 
ideal for 
trade use 
• Variable 
speed control from 
7,400-21, 600 rpm • 2100W motor • 0-60mm 
plunge depth.

.98
EX.VAT

£109
.98
INC.VAT

£131

 CR2 ROUTER

INCLUDES 15 
PIECE SET WORTH 

OVER £20

 DUST EXTRACTOR/
CHIP COLLECTORS

 METABO
ALSO 

AVAILABLE
EXC.VAT

£155.98
INC.VAT

£129.98

5PCE FORSTNER 
BIT SET

 Contains 15, 20,  25, 30 & 
35mm bits  Titanium 
nitride coated for 
improved 
cutting fi nish

EXC.VAT
£

£
9.98

11.98
INC.VAT CHT365 

10" SLIDING 
COMPOUND 
MITRE SAW• For fast, accurate 

cross, bevel & 
mitre cutting in 
most hard & soft 
woods
• 1800W 
motor
• Laser guide

CMS10S2

EXC.VAT
£155.98

INC.VAT

£129.98

 • For sanding/shaping 
wood, plastic 
& metal

• Supplied 
with coarse
grinding 
wheel 
& sanding belt

 6" BENCH GRINDER 
WITH SANDING BELT

.98
EX.VAT

£49
.98
INC.VAT

£59
CBG6SB

EXC.VAT
£179.98

INC.VAT

£149.98

13" MINI 
WOOD LATHE

• Ideal for enthusiasts/
hobbyists with small workshops 
• 325mm distance between centres • 200mm 
max. turning capacity (dia) • 0.2HP motor

CWL325V

EX.VAT
£161.99

INC.VAT

£134.99

 
 BENCH GRINDERS 
& STANDS 

 • Stands come 
complete with 
bolt mountings 
and feet 
anchor holes

 CBG8W 
features 
8" whetstone & 
6"drystone.
 # With sanding belt

 6" & 8" 
AVAILABLE
WITH LIGHT

EX.VAT
£35.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£29.98

 STAND AVAILABLE FROM 
ONLY £39.98 EX.VAT 

£47.98 INC.VAT

 MODEL DUTY WHEEL 
  DIA.  EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CBG6RP DIY 150mm £29.98 £35.98
CBG6RZ PRO 150mm £39.98 £47.98
CBG6RSC HD 150mm £49.98 £59.98 
CBG6SB# PRO 150mm £49.98 £59.98
CBG6RWC HD 150mm £54.99 £65.99
CBG8W (wet) HD 150/200mm £55.99 £67.19

 MITRE SAWS

TH-SM 2534
 • Quality Range of Mitre saws and blades available

EXC.VAT
£68.39

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£56.99

 MODEL BLADE DIA MAX CUT  EXC.  INC. 
 BORE (mm) DEPTH/CROSS VAT  VAT
Einhell  210/30 55/120mm £56.99  £68.39
TH-MS 2112
Fury 3  210/25.4 60/220mm £119.98  £143.98
Einhell  250/30 75/340mm £159.98  £191.98 
TH-SM2534 
Makita 260/30 95/130mm £199.98  £239.98
LS1040

 SCROLL SAWS

 •120w, 230v 
motor • 50mm
max cut thickness 
• 400-1,700rpm variable 
speed • Air-blower removes 
dust from cutting area  CSS16V

* Includes fl exible drive kit for grinding/polishing/sanding 

EXC.VAT
£83.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£69.98

   SPEED EXC. INC.
MODEL MOTOR RPM VAT  VAT
CSS400B 85W 1450 £69.98 £83.98
CSS16V  120W 400-1700 £79.98 £95.98
CSS400C* 90W 550-1600 £99.98 £119.98

 ROUTERS

*DIY 

.98
EX.VAT

£39
.98
INC.VAT

£47

FROM ONLY

ACCESSORIES
IN STOCK

CR1C

 MODEL MOTOR PLUNGE EXC.VAT INC.VAT
 (W) (mm)
CR1C* 1200 0-50 £39.98 £47.98
Bosch 1400 0-55 £79.98 £95.98
POF1400ACE 

   FLOW BAG 
MODEL MOTOR RATE CAP. EXC.VAT INC.VAT
CDE35B 750W 850 M3/h 56Ltrs £129.98 £155.98
CDE7B 750W 850 M3/h 114Ltrs £149.98 £179.98

 WOODWORKING   
         VICES

.49
EX.VAT

£13
.19
INC.VAT

£16

FROM ONLY

WV7

 MODEL MOUNTING JAW 
  (WIDTH/OPENING
  /DEPTH)mm EXC.VAT INC.VAT
Clarke  Bolted 150/152/61  £13.49 £16.19
CHT152 
Stanley  Clamped 72/60/40  £16.99 £20.39
Multi Angle
Record V75B Clamped 75/50/32 £19.98 £23.98
Clarke WV7 Bolted 180/205/78  £24.99 £29.99

 • Powerful
750W motor

 • 56 litre bag capacity 
 • Flow rate of 850M3/h

BISCUIT JOINTER

BJ900

 860W Motor 
 11000rpm Operating Speed 

 14mm Cutting Depth

EXC.VAT
£59.98

INC.VAT

£49.98

 PORTABLE 
THICKNESSER

 • Max thickness 
capacity 130mm
 • Planing depths 
adjustable 
from 0-2.5mm
 • Powerful 
1250W motor
 • 8000rpm 
no-load speed

CPT250
EXC.VAT

£227.98
INC.VAT

£189.98

JIGSAWS

 *DIY #Professional

 MODEL POWER DEPTH  
 (W) OF CUT  EXC. INC
  (WOOD/STEEL) VAT VAT
Clarke CJS380*  420W 55/6mm £12.99 £15.59
Clarke CON750# 750W 80/10mm £24.99 £29.99
Bosch PST700E*‡ 500W 70/4mm £44.99 £53.99
B & D KSTR8K-GB# 600W 85/5mm £66.99 £80.39

 ‡ was £59.98 inc.VAT CJS380

EXC.VAT
£15.59

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£12.99

 MITRE SAW 
STAND 

• Suitable for most 
sizes/makes of saw 
• Inc. outriggers & rollers

EXC.VAT
£77.99

INC.VAT

£64.99

CFMSS1

 FOLDING MITRE SAW 
STAND IN STOCK – CONMW1 

ONLY £119.98 INC VAT

NEW

HARDWOOD 
WORKBENCH

 Includes bench dogs and guide holes for 
variable work positioning  2 Heavy Duty Vices 

 Large storage draw  Sunken tool trough 
 LxWxH 1520x620x855mm

EXC.VAT
£155.98 

INC.VAT

£129.98

CHB1500

 CORDLESS 
DRILL/ DRIVERS

PSR18

EXC.VAT
£44.39

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£36.99

 MODEL VOLTS BATTS EXC. VAT INC.VAT
CCD180  18V 1 £36.99 £44.39
CDD240 24V 1 £39.98 £47.98
Bosch PSR18  18V 1 £54.99 £65.99
CON18Ni*  18V 2 x Ni-Cd £59.98 £71.98
CON18Li  18V 2 x Li-Ion £84.99 £101.99

CON18Li

 * was £77.99 inc.VAT 

DOVETAIL JIG 
• Simple, easy to set up & use for producing 
a variety of joints • Cuts work pieces with a 
thickness of 8-32mm • Includes a 1/2" comb 
template guide & holes for bench mounting

CDTJ12
Router not 

included

EXC.VAT
£59.98

INC.VAT

PRICE CUT

WAS £65.99 inc.VAT

£49.98

TURBO AIR 
COMPRESSORS

 • Superb 
range ideal for DIY, 
hobby & semi-professional use

8/250

HUGE 
RANGE OF 
AIR TOOLS 
IN STOCK

EXC.VAT
£95.98

INC.VAT

FROM ONLY
£79.98

 MODEL MOTOR CFM TANK EXC.VAT INC.VAT
Tiger 8/250  2HP 7.5 24ltr £79.98 £95.98
Tiger 7/250 2 HP 7 24ltr £89.98 £107.98
Tiger 11/250 2.5HP 9.5 24ltr £119.98 £143.98
Tiger 8/510 2HP 7.5 50ltr £129.98 £155.98
Tiger 11/510  2.5HP 9.5 50ltr £149.98 £179.98
Tiger 16/510* 3 HP 14.5 50ltr £219.98 £263.98
Tiger 16/1010* 3 HP 14.5 100ltr £269.98 £323.98

* V-Twin
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Love your garden 
– all year round!

D
espite reports that the UK is set to 
have its longest winter for 50 years, 
more people are determined to 
make use of their garden in the 

colder months, with 37% refusing to let the 
weather get in their way, wrapping up warm 
so that they can spend more time outdoors.

Turn up the gas
BBQs are becoming a great way to banish 
those winter blues, with almost 30% turning 
up the gas – as half of Brits (51%) prefer to 
take the party outside to entertain friends 
and 82% claim that spending time outside 
improves their mood.

30% of Brits actually spend as much time 
in their garden in the run-up to Halloween and 
Bonfire Night as they do in the summer months.

Solutions

Just because it’s 
winter doesn’t 
mean you have 
to forget your 
garden, so wrap 
up warm, get 
outdoors and 
banish those 
winter blues!

Brighten your winter evenings with  
some soft outdoor lighting

Keep your garden fences well maintained  
all year round...

... and the same goes for decking!

Brighten up your evening
It seems that atmosphere is everything, with 
29% investing in fairy lights, lamps and candles 
to light up their evenings, and 51% investing in 
outdoor heating and seating areas.

Looking after fences & decking
Yet despite gardens becoming such a focus for 
households, less than half of Brits invest in 
any type of wood treatment or paint to ensure 
their garden fencing and decking withstands 
the harsh winter weather – even though 75% 
claim they try to keep their garden in good 

condition throughout winter to ensure there’s 
less work needed in spring.

Katie Taylor from Cuprinol said: “Gardens are 
no longer a space that we enjoy for just three 
months of the year. More people are investing 
in their garden to ensure it is a space they 
can make the most of – come rain or shine. 
Autumn is in fact the best time to spruce up 
your space, as the lack of leaves mean it’s much 
easier to repair and maintain those normally 
hard-to-reach places – and a simple treatment 
to protect against the winter weather means 
much less spending in spring.” GW
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Colour for outdoor features

Add a splash of colour
Painting planters and fencing with colourful 
shades can really help brighten up your 
space during the cold and drab winter 
weather – especially once colourful flowers 
and bedding plants have died off. Cuprinol 
Garden Shades has been specially developed 
to colour and protect sheds, fences and 
other garden wood. Its special pigments 
ensure a rich colour all year round.

Keep it cosy
Focusing your seating area around a fire pit 
or chimenea will help keep everyone warm 
while you’re sitting outside, and heaters are 
a really great way of adding a warm glow 
when you’re socialising with friends.

Speed up the big jobs
Once the leaves have fallen, you’ll find it 
much easier to reach and maintain your 
wooden fencing. Bare branches mean it can 
be much quicker to add a layer of paint – 
especially with the new Cuprinol Spray & 
Brush, which will help you do the job in a 
fraction of the time.

Add to the mood
Outdoor lighting is as important for setting 
the mood as indoor lighting. Fairly lights 
and lanterns will help give a focus to a 
certain area, and floor lights will brighten 
the whole space to make it inviting and cosy.

Focus on your furniture
Many households clear away furniture for 
winter to ensure it’s protected from the 
elements, but getting simple waterproof 
covers means that it’s much easier to set up 
your dining space or seating area quickly – 
and furniture is still protected from the rain.

Why not trying brightening up your garden 
sheds and fences?

Cuprinol Garden Shades has been specially 
developed to colour and protect sheds, fences 
and other garden wood. Its special pigments 
ensure a rich colour and allow the natural 
texture of the wood grain to shine through

The Cuprinol Garden Shades range includes 
36 bright and beautiful pre-mixed colours

Chimeneas are ideal for 
keeping everyone warm in 
the garden during winter

Cuprinol’s Spray 
& Brush combines 
the precision of a 

brush and the speed 
of a spray



26 GW301  January 2016  www.getwoodworking.com

Project

With 
FREE A2 
pull-out 
plans!

profi le but the rule joint does look nicer, in my 
opinion. My table top is 24mm thick. I chanced 
upon an old oak table top among my store of 
timber. Consisting of fi ve planks glued together 
using splines, I had to rip the timber top back
to the fi ve sections and remove the splines
as they showed through on both ends (Pic.1).

Making the fl aps
Whether you use reclaimed or new timber,
you must make sure it is dead fl at. I used
two boards to make the fl aps, which are 
approximately 250mm wide. You need to
plane the edges using a jack plane at 90°
to the faces of the boards; these will be
glued together edge to edge. To check
that these align perfectly, put one in a vice
and sit the other vertically edge to edge.

Cards on 
the table
Inspired by a thrift shop fi nd, Glenn Perry 
makes a table with folding fl aps and added 
decoration, which is ideal for playing cards on

▲ Pic.2 Planing surfaces with a No.6 plane▲ Pic.1 Old oak table top after ripping down

the table any taller or the top much bigger. 
When choosing a timber for the project,
I favoured European oak, although American 
oak, sapele, ash, cherry or other hardwoods 
could easily be selected. The key factor is 
choosing a stable timber, especially for the
top as any cupping or warping will spoil the 
overall appearance. Ideally the timber should 
be kept indoors in ambient conditions for as 
long as possible before fi nal dimensioning. 

Making the table top
The table top laid fl at consists of three sections. 
There are two fl aps that hinge on the central 
plank and the fl aps meet this plank with a rule 
joint; this is a matching concave and convex 
profi le traditionally used on all tables of this 
type. You could align the sections with a square 

M
y card table project came about 
after a recent trip to the town of 
Saff ron Walden. While looking 
around the shop that sells antique 

and vintage furniture and house clearance 
ephemera, my wife spotted a little table with 
folding fl aps. It was nestling between a wall 
and a grandfather clock. The frame was 
basically a wooden rectangle. When you lifted 
the fl aps and rotated the top through 90° you 
had a useful, compact, low table. Made of 
oak and priced at a reasonable £24, one look 
from Carol meant my next project was born.

When considering making the table,
I reasoned that a table top with dimensions
of around 650 × 600mm would be suffi  cient, 
allied to a maximum height from the ground
of around 455mm. I would not advise making 
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Card table

▲ Pic.3 Using a scraper plane ▲ Pic.4 Edge routing the table fl aps
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▲ Pic.9 Forstner bit mounted in a bench drill

▲ Pic.11 Screw thread and machine thread

sections fi t together nicely, round off  the four 
outside corners of the table and use a fl at ovolo 
cutter on the top edge. Rebating the top edge 
of the hinge sections will prevent the shallow 
profi le cutting through. For hinge selection,
use rule joint hinges. The tabs on these are 
much wider than butt hinges, the screw holes 
being positioned further back from the edge.
A small gap will have to be left between
the edges otherwise they will rub and bind. 

Making the frame
The table’s frame consists of four sections.
The ends are connected by a fl at plank at the 
top and a turned section at the bottom (Pic.5). 
The vertical plank ends have a top joined 
with a shallow mortise and tenon and a foot 
similarly attached. I made the curved foot 
300mm wide to help with stability. The fl at
top, which supports the middle section
of the table top, is bare-face tenoned into
both ends. I turned a symmetrical stretcher
for the bottom section, which was secured
in both feet by drilling 25mm sockets (Pic.6).

A metal straightedge laid across both surfaces 
will check for fl atness.

Clamping up
Once you are happy, spread some wood
glue evenly on one edge and clamp together, 
checking again for fl atness and alignment.
You could apply a 6mm groove to both edges 
about 10mm deep and fi t a plywood spline
to enable the edges to align. Remember to 
position these at least 20mm from the fi nished 
outside edges. With both fl aps glued up and the 
remaining plank for the middle piece selected, 
the components for the top can be sawn and 

planed square. For planing the long end-grain 
edges, a low-angle Jack plane would be perfect 
(Pic.2) although I have to make do with a sharp 
bench plane!

Rule joints
The next job is to make the two rule joints 
where the fl aps will hinge. I used matching 
concave and convex cutters in my router 
(Pic.4). Experiment on scrap pieces of timber
of the same thickness. Do not rout the curved 
sections all the way through the thickness
of the timber but leave a rebate on the top 
surface. When you are happy that the three 

▲ Pic.5 Connecting rail being turned on the lathe 

▲ Pic.6 Drill guide and fl at bit for preparing 
the rail socket

▲ Pic.7 Showing mating surfaces

▲ Pic.8 Matching router cutters 
for fl aps and centre piece
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Table with the fl aps collapsed, ready to be stored

▲ Pic.10 Cleaning up the tail of the club motif End view of the table

The table is multi-functional in its design

Adding decoration
To add a bit of decoration to the plain
ends, apply a ‘club’ card motif to the table 
ends. Make a cardboard template and when 
happy with its position, drill the holes using
a 25mm Forstner bit (Pic.9). When using 
hardwoods, these need to be of a decent 
quality for a clean cut (Pic.10). I have used 
Clico and Planet makes with good results. 
Next, cut the tail of the club motif with a 
jigsaw. A chamfer cutter in a router and a 
chisel neatens the edge. A small 45° chamfer 
on the vertical ends adds interest to the sides.

Securing the top
With all the frame sections glued together,
the next job is to secure the table top. To allow 
the table top to swivel through 90°, drill a hole 
centrally in the frame’s top section. Screw a 
machine/screw thread bolt under the table
top and secure this with a wing nut. Fit a ‘T’ 
nut with M8 thread along the centreline of
the frame top and to prevent movement, 
secure a bolt through this into the table top.

The main table components 

Finishing touches
After fi nishing with a cabinet scraper and a 
range of abrasives, apply a couple of coats of 
Liberon Black Bison liquid wax in a medium 
oak colour. I like this product as any marks 
can be easily dealt with and refi nished. 

This table has proved to be very useful as 
it can be stored away in a small space when 
not in use. Because of its straightforward 
construction, anyone deciding to make a 
similar one can adapt its design to suit 
diff erent styles, both plain and ornate. 
Feel free to share your designs; I’d love 
to see them! GW
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Broadway initial light

n 1 × 18mm piece of MDF

n 10 × 15W golf ball bulbs – bayonet cap

n 10 × lampholders

n 2m of flex & 1 × 3A plug

n Various spray paints for creating an antique looking effect 

Materials required
When searching for your clear golf ball incandescent bulbs online, you 
must make sure they are EU certified for safety. These bulbs will need 
to be wired together and a plug fitted, so it is imperative that before 
you start this project, you carry out research into how to correctly wire 
it. We advise consulting a professional in addition to searching online, 
where you will be able to find some great expert how-to guides.

Safely wiring a home-made lamp

s Pic.1 Using the dimensions from AutoCAD, 
I sketched out my design onto MDF… 

s Pic.2 …then, cut out my design  
using a jigsaw
 

s Pic.3 Once cut out, my initial was starting to 
take shape and looked like this. It was then on 
to the sanding

Sam Hyams shows 
you a simple and 
inexpensive way 
of creating the 
perfect wooden 
lighting solution 
for your living room

(well, initial at least!)

S
ince my girlfriend and I happen to 
have the same first initial, I thought it 
would be a good idea to immortalise 
it in lights, just like Broadway! Plus, it 

would make a nice lamp for the living room! 
First of all I had to figure out how many lights 
and what kind I was going to use. My initial 
thought was to use some LED Christmas 
tree lights, but that would have made the 
whole thing too small. I was looking to 
make something that was a reasonable size, 
while also trying to maintain a classic look. 
I settled on clear golf ball incandescent bulbs, 
so you can see the filament. After a bit of 
research on eBay, I managed to find some 

15W versions, which were ideal for the project. 
Once this was decided, I had to figure out how 
many bulbs I was going to use. Several people 
were selling batches of 10 bulbs, so that was 
a decision made for me, although this sort of 
stung me later on, which you’ll see! The total 
cost of the project was around £50, including 
the spray paint.

Taking the number and size of the bulbs into 
account, I came up with a suitable overall size 
for my project. Then I had to design my letter 
‘S’ so I could easily lay it out by hand. I used 
AutoCAD for this, as it’d make it easier to work 
out the dimensions – as you can see from the 
main photo, this was quite a wise move!

Your name
IN LIGHTS
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▲ Pic.5 The only part I hadn’t designed on AutoCAD was where the holes 
for the bulbs would go. I just ran a pencil line round the centre of my
‘S’ then started to set out where the holes would be drilled. By my poor 
calculations, I fi gured out that for 10 bulbs, they would be every 150mm 
or so. At this point, I suggest double checking your measurements, as I
made a stupid mistake here which I did not notice. See if you can spot
it before I tell you in the next step!

▲ Pic.4 The next step was to sand off  the saw marks. I wanted my light to 
have an antique looking eff ect, but I didn’t want any saw marks showing. 
First off , I ran round the shape with my orbital sander, moving onto hand 
sanding for the tighter curves. I also made sure to round over the edges
a little, just to soften it up slightly

▲ Pic.6 The lampholders which I bought required a 30mm mounting hole. 
I didn’t have a drill bit this size, so I had to use a holesaw. As I was using
a holesaw, I thought it best to use my pillar drill. Not only does using a 
pillar drill make sure all the holes are straight, but it is much safer – I knew
a guy who had his wrist snapped by a holesaw that got stuck, so drill, drill, 
drill! It was only once I had drilled all of my holes that I noticed my mistake 
from earlier – one too many holes! Damn it! So I needed to get another 
light bulb and holder, which was a tad annoying! Make sure you check
your work before cutting!

▲ Pic.7 Now for the
fun part. I bought a few 
diff erent paints to try 
and achieve the look
I wanted. A silver, a 
gold, a stone eff ect,
and a black (not 
pictured)

▲ Pic.8 I started with 
the stone eff ect to give 
some texture, then I just 
worked over the whole 
thing with the various 
colours. Annoyingly, the 
cap on my silver spray 
paint was not working 
properly and sprayed
all over my hand. This, 
however, was a blessing 
in disguise as it added a 
few speckled splats and 
drops to the paint job. 
I also used a piece of 
cardboard to mask off 
a few points to give 
some shaped eff ects
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▲ Pic.14 I think the overall eff ect is pretty good, and my girlfriend agrees, 
which was the main objective! Since fi nishing it, I have plugged it into a 
dimmer socket, as even though the bulbs were only 15W, 11 of them adds 
up to 165W, so it was pretty bright! But even then, the gold background 
means that it refl ects a very warm light into the room, which is really
quite pleasant. To see more of my work, visit my Etsy shop: www.etsy.com/
uk/shop/SamHyamsThings GW

▲ Pic.10 I then moved on to adding some gold to complement the colours already used. 
It’s important to use cardboard for masking throughout, as shown in the inset here

▲ Pic.9 Once I’d fi nished spraying, I was left
with an ‘S’ shape with some great paint eff ects

▲ Pic.12 Once all the holders were 
safely wired, it was time to fi t them. 
This was done using some Sugru
and some Sellotape to hold them
in place while the Sugru cured

▲ Pic.13 The last thing to do
was to fi t the bulbs. I just had
to switch them on (and hopefully 
they’d work) and then the
project was complete

▲ Pic.11 Before you start this step, it’s very important to know what
you’re doing, and I recommend consulting a professional. Wiring up the
lamp involves lots of safety considerations, so you need to be clued up 
before you start. All 11 lampholders had to be wired together in order
for the lights to work, so starting at the one furthest from the plug, I 
began working my way along. Since there was roughly a 150mm gap 
between each lampholder on the MDF, I just cut 10 lengths of fl ex at 
around 250mm; this allowed extra wire for stripping and insertion into
the terminals at the back of each lampholder. In the photo here you
can also see that I added enough length to attach a plug
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Home truthsWoodworker’s journal

W
hen, a hundred years ago, I made myself a bench, I did what I thought I’d
been told. Mostly. A woodworker’s bench was to be stout and strong; from
50mm beech, with a well in the middle, and of course, a vice.

I had the yard plane up some beech, and I joined it into three boards. The middle 
board was lapped underneath the outer two; the resulting well was supposed to harbour tools
in use. It certainly did that. In my case it also provided a meeting place for tools not in use; tools 

Vice principles
Edward Hopkins sets about building a new bench with
added vices, which, despite the help of his two new 
apprentices, turns out to be more diffi  cult than it sounds!

SAVE 10%
ON THE DAKOTA 229MM VICE

See page 41 
for details

The completed bench, which does double duty as a setting-out table
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useless in their present state; tools I hadn’t yet 
realised would always be useless; blunt tools, 
homeless tools, duplicate tools; blocks, cramps, 
rules, squares and assorted woodworking 
shrapnel. Obsessive tidiness is not one of my 
faults. When the tide rose too high, I would 
purge the bench and banish all but the most 
reluctant tools back to racks and boxes and 
shelves. There they sulked and lurked, looking 
for a chance to join their mates back among the 
clutter. If I ever made another bench, I decided 
it would not have a well.

Goodbye, old bench…
My bench was a hernia-in-waiting. It was
far larger than necessary. I only ever used
the front board – the rest may as well have 
been of softwood. On it I mounted a bench stop
and sockets for holdfasts – very handy things, 
holdfasts, especially in conjunction with other 
cramps and vices – but the whole bench top 
had a major weakness. It wasn’t fl at. It was fl at 
enough for general use, but when it came to 
assembling a chair, for instance, it presupposed 
a fl oor of identical undulation. For such 
operations, I eventually used the cast-iron bed 
of the table saw, but in the midst of gluing up, 
the odd thump is sometimes necessary and 
there was no thumping to be done on my saw.

One thing I did do right was to mount two 
vices in line, a couple of feet apart so that a 
long workpiece could be held snuggly and 
fi rmly. With only one vice it would have to be 
held too fi ercely to prevent the turning, thereby 
risking bruising. It was a clever and original 
idea, and only later did I discover that Richard 
had had exactly the same clever and original 
idea and so, in all likelihood, have you.

One vice developed the, um, vice of slipping 
when in certain positions. The quick-release 
mechanism became stiff . The bench top bore 
the scars of a hundred errors, and the stains of 
a dozen spills. I had made the bench too high 
for some operations so I’d heaved it over and 
cut its legs down. Then it was too low for some 
operations so I sat it up on blocks. I fell out of 
love with my bench (I don’t think I was ever 
truly in). When I came to move house, it looked 
up at me glumly. Would I dismantle it (with 
diffi  culty, for it was glued) and remake it? Or,
I wondered with a little shock of happiness,
not bother. Might I discard it? So I did, just like 
that. Dave was helping me move all my tools 
and most of my furniture, and I gave it to him. 
He was pleased; I was relieved. And in this way 
my fi rst bench became my last. Until now.

… and hello new bench
Now I have all but fi nished a new bench; it is as 
much a setting-out table. I’ve made it the same 
height as my table saw so that if I’m building 
something big, I can rest components between 
the two. Six by three feet would probably be 
enough but because I have the space, I made 
the top six by four. 

The bench is made from three sheets of 
standard hardwood ply (with very little left 

▲ Pic.2 The Swiss watch: precise, dependable and eff ective. Here Aurelia is using the mortiser to 
chomp out the stopped housings for middle rails. A through mortise and tenon would have been an 
alternative, but given that all the weight was downwards, I considered this the stronger joint

▲ Pic.1 Aurelia screwing through the leg into the end-grain of the tenon
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over). I used lengths of 100 × 50mm sawn and 
75 × 50mm sawn, plus a few odd bits of roofi ng 
baton, but none of this is visible in the fi nished 
article. The top consists of two sheets of ply,
the top one being easily fl ippable, and then 
replaceable as life takes its toll. I had pondered 
using the space underneath for tool storage but 
I remembered how useful it is to have stout 
cramping blocks to hand when gluing up, so 
the lower shelf will house them.

There is a double construction in play. The 
softwood is tenoned into the 100 × 75mm sawn 
legs, but not glued. The joints are a very snug 
fi t, and are held in place by the ply ‘plating’. 
The ply sides, especially at the top, supply 
considerable triangulation to the frame, and 
the fi nished table is as solid as concrete. I had 
thought that I was making a lighter bench, but 
as I fi tted the vices and clad the top it became 
another hernia-in-waiting. But this one at least 
can be dismantled and remade should the 
need arise. I hope this isn’t necessary, but as a 
point of principle, it makes sense to allow that 
all the materials should be recyclable. 

New helpers
Aurelia and Hanna are our present volunteers. 
They’ve cycled from Switzerland, along the 
Loire, up through Brittany (Roscoff /Plymouth 
ferry) down to the tip of Cornwall, up to 
Hartland and along to us. As you do. And again 
we have struck lucky, for not only are they 
enthusiastic and energetic; they seem to be 
waterproof, and our garden is looking like a 
garden again despite the rain.

Aurelia took a year off  before university. She 
perfected her English in Cambridge, and then 
spent fi ve months back home as an electrician, 
and two months as a woodworker, but as a 
woman on a building site, she found the work 

▲ Pic.3 The table is of standard construction except for the housing of the vices. The stopped housings 
hold cross-members, while the cut-outs accommodate the vices

Pic.5 Sizing the vice

▲ Pic.4 Between the jointed cross rail is a free rail (here being hammered) and some roofi ng batten
to make up the gap. Too many joints would have weakened the very area I was trying to strengthen. 
These pieces were then cut out for the vices and copiously screwed to each other

Pic.6 It’s tiny and only a mouse will see 
it clearly, but when it came to detailing 

the ply, rather than mitring the corners, 
which would mean stopping the chamfer,
I stopped them at the chamfer. Their own 

chamfering added a tidy little pattern. It is 
somewhat lost in the lines of the ply, but I 

thought it was worth it

▲

▲
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hard, both physically and emotionally. 
Now a teacher, she is able to use woodwork 

facilities in school. She has her own room at 
home where she pursues art projects – screen 
printing and mixed media – with a push-pull 
combination of spontaneity and perfectionism.

I enjoy teaching new skills, and I appreciate 
the extra pair of hands in shifting things around 
and completing routine operations. In addition, 
I invited Aurelia’s comments on the plans I 
proposed. Several times she improved on my 
ideas and several more times she pulled me up 
just before I went wrong.

Pic.1 shows her screwing through the leg 
into the end-grain of the tenon. This fi xing is 
emphatically not a long-lasting one, but then it 
didn’t have to be. I just wanted to be sure that 
the joints were tight when the ply cladding was 
fi tted.

Fitting the vices
This is sort of amusing: when later I had the ply 
facing in place, I was trying to ensure that the 
aperture I cut in it was as small as possible.
The red part of the vice (Pic.5) is the quick-
release mechanism, and I wondered to what 
extent it moved, and whether or not it would 
be fouled by the ply. I wasn’t thinking at all 
clearly, but just to be sure, I tried it out by 
pinching the lever. In my defence, the quick-
release on my old vices had all but seized up, so 
I was surprised when, in a split second, the vice 
collapsed freely and easily. 

However, it didn’t collapse completely 
because my thumb was in the way. My thumb 
is even fatter than usual now. I’ll spare you a 
photo because you’ll think I’ve Photoshopped 
it. Aurelia had her thumb there too but she 
took hers out in time. Why she couldn’t have 
taken mine out too I don’t know.

Imogen might think that her dad is inert. 
She’d ask me, before a concert, a holiday or
a birthday: was I excited? I never was. Dylan 
can be magnifi cent and he can be dire. A wet 
holiday might be wonderful while a sunny
one is sad, there’s no telling. But Imogen, it’s 
alright: I am alive and well. I bought these vices 
after a hasty Internet search. They are 229mm 
wide, and you can see their capacity in Pic.8 
(I will fi t wooden jaws later). 

There are plenty of smaller, cheaper, rougher 
vices on other sites, but I bought these from 
Rutlands – www.rutlands.co.uk – for less than 
£50 each, which I think is astounding value . 
I was so excited when they arrived (the next 
day!), not just because they are beautiful in 
themselves (they really are: I’m not a complete 
nerd) but because of what they promise in 
practical terms in the workshop. They positively 
encourage woodwork.

More holes than 
a Swiss cheese
The ply is joined between the vices. That too 
needed strengthening, so I just went for it with 
my wonderful new impact driver. Marking out 
the positions for the screws and countersinking 

▲ Pic.7 I cut a dummy fascia fi rst and then scribed onto paper the shape of a fi nal cut out. Anything 
will do to read off  from the vice: the nearest object to hand was this drill bit

▲ Pic.8 Checking the jaw capacity of my new vices, which I picked up for less than £50 each
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Home truths

them precisely (with a bit inserted in the 
mortiser so it could be  used as a drill press) 
makes a lot of diff erence to my eye.) 

The double layer of ply is fl ush with the
apron on this side. The rest of the way round
it overhangs by 50mm so that workpieces or 
stops can be cramped to it. 

The lower shelf was the fi nal touch that 
would, I thought, only take a moment or two. 

I’d assumed that it would slide in between
the end legs, on the diagonal. Wrong. It had
to be sawn in half. Which way to saw it? In half 
lengthways so as to join on the cross stretcher? 
I sawed it widthways because instinct tells me 
that it is less likely to sink under the weight of 
those cramping blocks (it won’t sink whichever 
way it is sawn: I’m still talking in principle), and 
because a join with the grain is less off ensive to 

SAVE 10%
To receive a 10% discount

on the Dakota 229mm vice 

(making the price £44.95), 

visit www.rutlands.co.uk 

and quote reference ‘GW2’. 

Go on: buy two and 

never look back!

the eye. I considered a more conventional 
arrangement with the lower shelf a few inches 
off  the ground. Aurelia thought that it might be 
better to be able to get one’s toes underneath, 
but against that, I wanted to avoid a dust and 
shavings trap. I also had a race-memory of early 
English oak tables whose stretchers are close
to the fl oor, but that association, I willingly 
concede, is ridiculous. GW

▲ Pic.9 I was lucky; an 18mm fascia meant that the front bolts only just 
squeaked in. I used some hefty galvanised bolts left over from the log shed, 
and they worked a treat

▲ Pic.10 Once the hole is bored for the bolt, it’s too late to use a fl at bit
for the necessary countersinking because it has nowhere to centre itself. 
Use the fl at bit fi rst and then drill the bolt hole

▲ Pic.11 More holes than a Swiss cheese. I did get a bit carried away, but this is the business end of the table 
and it’s heavily reinforced with additional 100 × 50mm timbers beneath the top rail
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Blazing Blazing 
a traila trail

Tegan Foley talks 
to London-based 

artist, designer and 
illustrator Nick Toye 

who has recently 
learnt how to add 

his designs to wood 
using pyrography

A recent Prohibition-themed commission

Profi le

H
ere at GW we are always on the 
look out for emerging new talent, 
especially from young designer-
makers. I have been familiar with 

the work of Nick Toye, a London-based artist, 
designer and illustrator, for some time, but 
when he started to experiment with adding
his designs to wood using pyrography, I just 
had to get in touch to arrange an interview!

GW: I hear you have a love of comics 
and illustration. Can you describe your 
style to us? 
I have always loved comics. I wanted to be
a comic book artist for years, even creating
a 100+ page comic book a few years ago. If I
was being VERY generous, I’d say my style was 
part Jamie Hewlett (Tank Girl and Gorillaz), part 
Mike Mignola (Hellboy) and part Eric Powell 
(The Goon), or at least those are artists I aspire 
to be like.

GW: How did you discover pyrography 
and how did you learn the skill? 
After realising how long it takes to put out
a longform comic, I was looking for a more 
immediate way to make some extra cash 
through my illustration. I have a friend who,
at one point, made a living selling amazing silk 
screen prints which was appealing, but at the 



Illustration meets pyrography
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A new angle on a traditional Sugar Skull design Nick’s stall at Wahaca’s recent Day of the Dead Festival

and in the cinema at 
the time.

I’ll generally sketch 
the design freehand 
onto the wood, unless 
it involves a lot of text, 
in which case I’ll use 
wax-free transfer 
paper to keep the 
typography sharp. 
Then I leave it for at 
least a day in a place 
where I can’t miss it, 
which allows me to 
fi xate on the areas I 
could improve. Once I’ve tweaked the pencil 
drawing, I’ll start burning the outlines, moving 
onto areas of heavy shadow and then fi nally, 
lighter shading. In my day job I work as a 
digital designer for an agency called Somo, 
so all this work takes place in the evenings 
and on weekends. 

GW: Which timbers are best to use 
and where do you get these? 
My dad is an amazing carpenter, so he’d 
probably be annoyed to hear me admit that at 
this stage, I’m less concerned with the type of 
timber I’m using and more interested in a 
fi nished bowl or jewellery box, etc. So I 
generally stick to the rule that as long as it 
doesn’t melt, it will burn; this means I can fi nd 
materials anywhere.
 
GW: What piece have you enjoyed 
working on the most so far?
I recently burnt a Mexican-themed skateboard 
for Wahaca’s Day of the Dead Festival. I was 
particularly happy with the shading as it 
included more variety of technique. I also 
really enjoyed making a Frida Khalo-themed 
jewellery box for my wife’s birthday.

GW: Are you exhibiting your pieces
at any other upcoming events? 

time I didn’t want to steal his ‘thing’ or be seen 
as a copycat. 

2014 was a year of experimentation. I tried 
anything I could think of such as watercolours 
and acrylic paints, linocut printing, making 
T-shirts, tattooing and shrink plastic, but
it wasn’t really until shopping for wedding 
favours that I really became aware of 
pyrography. I mentioned to my wife that
I’d be up for trying it out and soon after,
she bought me my fi rst hobby set. Something 
about it clicked and I’ve been into it ever since.

I can’t really say I’ve learnt how to burn 
wood properly; I just have to do what works
for me, although I am gradually discovering 
new tips and techniques online, so I’m having 
a lot of fun learning. 

GW: What machine do you use?
I started off  with a hobby set but I’ve since 
progressed onto an Antex FireWriter, which 
allows me to vary the heat of the wire tips.
  
GW: How do you manage to fuse your 
illustration with your pyrography?
To be honest, the two aren’t that diff erent. 
Techniques such as pointillism and cross-
hatching translate well onto wood. You
could say that pyrography has more in 
common with tattooing, as you need a lot
of specialist equipment. There is the challenge 
of drawing on a curved surface and you also 
have only one shot at getting it right!

GW: Can you tell us briefl y about 
the process you use?
Firstly, I have to fi nd the right object: this
could be online or in a charity shop/clearance. 
If reclaimed, I let the piece dictate the design 
but I’ll try to put a spin on it to give it a new 
lease of life. With a larger canvas, I tend to
let my current interests inform the piece;
this could be any number of subjects such
as some obscure folk art/mythology, graphic 
design trends, or what I’m watching on TV

I’ve not lined up the next event yet but I’d 
defi nitely be interested in doing more.
 
GW: What project is next in the 
pipeline, and will it be bigger and
better than the last?
At the time of writing this I’m currently taking 
Christmas orders as well as commissions for 
more skateboards and longboards of diff erent 
shapes and sizes.

I also have a table that I drew a Sugar Skull 
design on with a marker pen a few years ago 
– it’s absolutely rubbish – so in the new year I 
need to turn that into something much better, 
using a variety of diff erent pyrography eff ects. 
Watch this space! GW

FIND OUT MORE ABOUT NICK…  
Web: www.nicktoye.com 
Facebook: www.facebook.com/nicktoyecomics  
Instagram: @toyenick
Etsy: wwww.etsy.com/harrowedhell

Nick adds the detail fi rst using pencil, then carefully burns in the design 
using a variety of tips
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ARNOLD LAVER GOLD AWARD
THE FISHING HUT

The Arnold Laver Gold Award is the winner of winners. The Fishing Hut by Niall McLaughlin Architects was awarded this prestigious title 
(as well as winning the Private category). Sitting on a man-made lake originally built as a fi sh farm, the hut is made using European oak 

from France, Douglas fi r from Southern England and is supported on 18 pad foundations. This enclosure comprises a weather-tight 
internal space of four bays and a semi-enclosed storage area

Also our Centrefold in GW298, The Fishing Hut by Niall McLaughlin Architects serves as a meeting place and shelter for anglers

Back in GW297, we brought you the shortlist for the 2015 Wood 
Awards, showing how the calibre of skill on show was 

unrivalled. The winners were fi nally announced in November 
after three gruelling months of waiting… so here they are

Wood: the star of the show

The winners of the 44th annual Wood Awards were announced at a ceremony held on 10 November 2015 at Carpenters’ Hall in London, 
hosted by broadcaster and architectural historian, Tom Dyckhoff . 

The Wood Awards is the UK’s premier competition for excellence in architecture and product design in the world’s only naturally sustainable 
material. The Wood Awards aims to recognise, encourage and promote outstanding design, craftsmanship and installation using wood.
Over the following pages we’ll give you an insight into the various projects which were justly awarded. Wood is defi nitely the star of the 

show here and many of the winning entries are simply works of art. GW

Also our Centrefold in GW298 The Fishing Hut by Niall McLaughlin Architects serves as a meeting place and shelter for anglersWW
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44th annual Wood Awards winners

COMMERCIAL & LEISURE WINNER
CONSTELLATIONS BAR

Situated in Liverpool, the Constellations Bar occupies a disused 
industrial recycling yard and consists of a bar, food truck, art
space and community garden. The idea behind this project was
to rekindle the Arts & Crafts ideal of gesantkunsterk, a ‘total work
of art’. The structure is supported by a set of 10 green oak quadra-
pods, double A-frame supports that carry the load of the canopy
via glulam beams.

EDUCATION & PUBLIC SECTOR WINNER
ARCADIA NURSERY

Built for the University of Edinburgh and designed as a very low 
energy building, Arcadia Nursery was conceived as a fl oating, 
lightweight structure that could be built within a restricted site.
It also features a mezzanine fl oor, acoustic ceilings to soften the 
sound and aesthetic of each playroom, and a timber cladding
and wood fi bre insulation envelops the structure. Timber decks, 
walkways, feature fences and play features are used throughout.

Arcadia Nursery by Malcolm Fraser Architects – the judges admired
the feeling of calm and contentment, which is remarkable in a building 
for the under fi ves!

Constellations Bar by Hugh Miller Furniture – the canopy and all other 
components were prefabricated in the workshop and erected onsite in 
three days

Inspired by time spent
in a VW campervan,
The Studio was self-built 
by Bradley Van Der 
Straeten Architects.
The design of this 
building has been 
likened to a treehouse, 
where the staircase 
resembles a hollowed 
out tree trunk and the 
mezzanine sits atop like 
a Scandinavian wood 
cabin. Siberian birch 
plywood is used 
throughout as a fi nishing 
and structural material 
and helps to create a 
cosy living area that, 
despite having no 
external space, doesn’t 
feel claustrophobic. 

EXISTING BUILDING WINNER
THE STUDIO

INTERIORS WINNER
BRYANSTON SCHOOL

The new Tom Wheare Music School, part of Bryanston School in 
Dorset, was constructed using brick and wood. A timber-treaded stair 
links the building’s three levels and American white oak fl ooring, wall 
and ceiling panels join with specially designed oak acoustic panels 
(backed with sound-absorptive material) that can be individually 
adjusted to improve acoustic performance in the space.

Bryanston School by Hopkins Architects – the simple and eff ective 
design of the moveable acoustic panels allows them to be adjusted 
manually

The Studio by Bradley Van 
Der Straeten Architects 

– made using Siberian 
birch plywood and 
American red oak
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STRUCTURAL AWARD WINNER
CANARY WHARF CROSSRAIL

Chosen from all 20 of the shortlisted buildings, the Structural Award 
winning Canary Wharf Crossrail is characterised by a landscaped, 
sheltered park on the roof, accessible from ground level by 
connecting bridges. When open at night, the park will be lit, 
illuminating the timber lattice from below and creating a 
welcoming glow through its ETFE outer skin.

ENDGRAIN
BY RAW-EDGES DESIGN STUDIO
Endgrain showcases the possibilities provided by dyeing wood 
instead of painting it. Staining the wood all the way through leaves 
it consistently saturated; removing or sanding the layer will make 
it look brand-new again. An example of this process is illustrated in 
the historic space of Chatsworth House where Endgrain was fitted 
as a grid-like wooden floor creating coloured pathways through 
the gallery. The idea for the timber soaking came from xylem, the 
water-conducting tissue found in trees. Each species responded 
differently to the chemicals in the dye, experimentation helped the 
designers settle on two types of wood: jelutong and Southern yellow 
pine. The judges were excited to see colour used in wood, which is 
unusual, and by the huge response provoked in people who see the 
pieces. They admired the studio’s initiative in conceiving and 
developing the process.

SMALL PROJECT WINNER
THE STUDY & THE WORKSHOP

The Observatory: The Study & The 
Workshop by Feilden Clegg Bradley Studios

FURNITURE & PRODUCT WINNERS
This category was so strong that two of the entries 
won a Bespoke Furniture & Product Wood Award

BESPOKE WINNERS

The BSkyB Believe in Better Building by Arup 
Associates won the Judges’ Special Award

One of the very few 
multi-storey timber 
offices in the world, 
BSkyB’s educational 
facility was designed to 
reflect the company’s 
sustainable aspiration. 
It utilises solid timber 
and timber cassettes, 
which help to deliver 
the low thermal 
resistance and high 
airtightness that the 
structure required. 

JUDGES’ SPECIAL AWARD
BskyB BELIEVE IN BETTER BUILDING

The Observatory 
comprises prefabricated 
cabins, an artist’s studio 
(The Study) and a public 
shelter (The Workshop), 
that can be transported 
together on an 8 × 2m 
lorry truck. Externally, 
both cabins are clad 
in charred larch with 
a ‘test bed’ wall clad 
in a variety of charred 
timbers. The interior 
is made of light Accoya 
and Tricoya, virtually rot 
proof and highly durable.

Canary Wharf Crossrail by Foster + Partners  
– the buildings’s 300 metre-long timber lattice 
opens in the centre to draw in light 
and rain from natural irrigation

Designed by Raw-Edges, pieces such as this bench showcase 
the possibilities provided by dyeing wood instead of painting it

Endgrain was used in Chatsworth House where it was fitted as a 
grid-like wooden floor creating coloured pathways through the gallery

FACT FILE
Designer: Raw-Edges Design Studio
Wood supplier: Jennor Timber
Wood species: Jelutong, Southern 
yellow pine, cypress veneer
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44th annual Wood Awards winners

VES-EL
BY GARETH NEAL IN COLLABORATION 
WITH ZAHA HADID

The End Grain stationery accessories collection was inspired by
the wooden fl oor in the Barbican theatre. The aim was to introduce 
this mix of nature and man-made beauty and apply it to functional, 
everyday products accessible to all. This collection uses the end-grain 
patterns from off cuts, which are carefully cut and glued together.
The judges said this work was fresh, and that it felt like the start of
a journey in designing and making.

STUDENT DESIGNER PEOPLE’S CHOICE AWARD
SLATTED CHAIR BY EMMA LESLIE

Handmade from sustainable hardwoods using traditional techniques 
such as bridle and tenon joints, this chair was inspired by the 
architectural forms of Alvar Aalto and designed to focus on structure. 
The designer’s aim was to make a seat suspended inside a frame, 
similar to the inside/outside of a building. It has the feel of an 
armchair, but is light in its structure.

STUDENT DESIGNERS

FACT FILE
Designer: Gareth Neal in collaboration with Zaha Hadid
Maker/manufacturer: Benchmark Furniture
Wood supplier: Lathams
Client/owner: Zaha Hadid as part of the Wish List project
Associated gallery: PHOS ART + DESIGN
Wood species: American white oak

Each of these vessels 
was made in two parts 
using a CNC machine

You can always count 
on Gareth Neal to 

produce pieces which 
are totally unique

STUDENT DESIGNER WINNER
END GRAIN STATIONARY BY SIMIN QIU

FACT FILE
Designer: Emma Leslie
College/University: Building Crafts College
Timber supplier: Brooks Bros Timber
Wood species: Maple, cherry

FACT FILE
Designer: Simin Qiu
College/University: Royal College of Art
Wood species: Pine

This collection of 
stationery accessories 
was inspired by the 
wooden fl oor in the 
Barbican theatre

Gareth Neal was invited to architect Zaha Hadid’s offi  ce to work
with her design team, using the company’s modelling software to 
design Ves-el. From this came the idea of extruding the form along 
one of its axes with a slit opening at the end. Gareth was interested
in the idiosyncrasies of traditional hand processes, such as a hand-
thrown pot or a raised piece of silverware, and how simulating
these could be achieved through digital imitation. The vessels
were made in two parts on a CNC machine during a week-long
stay at Benchmark. The judges felt this was a winner because
of the combination of the process and the fi nished result which,
they said, had an intensity of energy.

The chair was 
infl uenced by 

the architectural 
forms of 

Alvar Aalto

This month’s 
cover star, 
‘Slatted Chair’ 
was made using 
a variety of 
traditional 
techniques
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Japanese joinery
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T
he difference between the Eastern 
and Western traditions are to be 
found in both work methods and 
attitudes. Tools are not only part of 

the Japanese carpenter’s craft; they are also 
part of him because most carpenters make 
or adapt some, if not most, of their own 
tools. Having said that, many Western 
woodworkers who enjoy hand tools also 
make their own tools and treat all their 
tools with respect. It’s not the style – 
whether Japanese, English, French or 
American – but the use of tools that counts.

Are Japanese tools best?
The first thing to say is that you don’t need 
to have Japanese-made tools in order to 
practise Japanese woodworking. However, 
good-quality tools are an asset, and once 

you have learnt how to use them they are 
a joy to use. Many years ago, there was a 
debate about Japanese steel: could you get 
a better edge on it than on Western steel? 
This was in the 1970s. Back then, the answer 
was probably ‘yes’. When the first good-
quality Japanese chisels came over we were 
amazed at the edge you could get if you 
used Japanese waterstones. This was before 
Lie-Nielsen and Veritas were available in 
the UK. The same applied to Japanese saws. 

Japanese steel and Japanese tool-making 
methods are still some of the best in the world, 
provided you buy top quality tools, but beware  
of the many cheap imitations on the market. 
However, Western tools, made using modern 
analytical technology, have caught up and I 
doubt if there would be much difference in 
outcome for most amateur woodworkers 

A Japanese tradition
Michael Huntley 
considers whether 
or not Japanese 
tools are a  
‘must-have’
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The Japanese woodworking tradition: part 1

8,000 grit stone. The slurry from an 8,000 grit 
Japanese natural stone will take it to 12,000 
if you back right off on the pressure. You may 
wonder why I am showing plain photos of 
these tools. It’s because sometimes the names 
confuse people so I thought that the photos 
might make identifying them easier.

Saws
The most accessible Japanese tool is a saw.  
I’ll make this introduction as brief as I can, 
but there is a lot more to it than there is 
room for on these pages! You will need a rip 
saw and a cross-cut saw. To cope with a wide 
variety of timber sizes you will need these 
saws in different sizes. You might also need 
different tooth configurations on the saws, 
to best cut different species at different 
moisture contents. See the panel on page 
53 for potential suppliers.

As an introduction to Japanese saws, I have 
designed an extra tough saw for my students, 
(Pic.1). You can buy it from me directly or 
from www.woodworkprojects.co.uk, by 
searching under ‘saws for dense hardwoods’. 
This saw is designed to be able to take rough 
handling in hardwoods. It has larger and 
stronger teeth, which are good for beginners 
who are learning to use ‘pull’ saws. After 
about six months, the brain gets used to 
pulling a saw and the student is less likely 
to break a tooth or buckle the blade. At that 
point they need to buy some finer saws.

The first finer saw to buy is a double-sided 
ryouba (Pic.2). This is good as a general saw in 

the workshop: it has rip teeth on one side and 
cross-cut teeth on the other. The next saw to 
buy is a douzuki, which is sometimes also spelt 
dozuki. This is a backsaw; we would call it a 
dovetail saw. These three saws will keep you 
going for a long time with general work, and 
of course all the blades are replaceable. You 
may also want a large rip saw if you are cutting 
big tenons, (Pic.2 again), and an azebiki saw 
is useful for getting into awkward places.

If you are going to use Western saws, then 
they must be sharp and you must have a 
means of sharpening them accurately. As saw 
sharpening is an extra skill to learn, I start 
people off with a Japanese saw because they 
can have a new blade fitted rather than having 
to learn about saw filing!

between using top-quality tools from either 
tradition. To some this may seem heresy, 
but it is more a case of how you use quality 
tools than where the tool was made.

First things first
Just like Western woodwork, your tools must be 
suitable for the job required and sharp. I am not 
going to describe waterstone sharpening again. 
Suffice it to say that the back of the blade must 
be flat, and the final polish should be on an 

s Pic.1 A Huntley Oak saw with strengthened teeth

s Pic.2 Large rip, ryouba and azebiki saws

Pic.3 A Starrett 
small combination 
square

s

Pic.4 A pair of  
left- and right-hand 
marking knives.  
You need both  
in order to access 
certain joint 
configurations

s
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Japanese joinery

Pic.5 Oire nomi: these are standard bench chisels

Pic.6 A cranked paring chisel is very useful 
for reaching the middle of timbers 
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The Japanese woodworking tradition: part 1

Japanese tool suppliers
Classic Hand Tools 
www.classichandtools.com

Dictum 
www.dictum.com/en/tools

Niwaki 
www.niwaki.com

Suzuki-ya 
www.suzukitool.com

Tools from Japan 
www.toolsfromjapan.com

Workshop Heaven 
www.workshopheaven.com

Woodwork Projects 
www.woodworkprojects.co.uk

Marking tools
We used ink lines at the recent masterclass  
(see GW300), but they are a bit specialist. 
To read more, see fabulalignarius.wordpress.
com/2015/05/15/using-a-sumisashi-and-
sumitsubo. A 1m straight edge, a 150mm 
Starrett combination square (Pic.3) and a 
marking gauge are sufficient to start with, 
unless you are going to buy specialist Japanese 
marking tools. Now I mentioned Starrett as a 
guide to quality; always buy top-quality tools. 
You will also need a left- and right-hand marking 
knife (Pic.4) and very sharp pencils. I use a 2H 
but the 0.5mm clutch pencils are very popular.

Chisels
The Japanese have a larger range of chisels 
than we do. The good news is that unless you 

are doing specialist work, you don’t need most 
of them. Now, there is something that needs 
to be understood: Japanese chisels are made 
for chiselling, and chiselling only; they are, 
relatively speaking, easily damaged, so I 
suggest that you have one set of Western 
chisels for what you might call ‘rough 
carpentry’, and a few ‘best’ Japanese chisels for 
precise work. As a general rule, the higher the 
price, the better the steel. The standard ‘bench’ 
chisel is an oire nomi (Pic.5). ‘Nomi’ means 
chisel. You should find them at about £50 each. 
These are chisels intended to be struck and they 
have a hoop on the end of the handle that 
needs to be set. If you are going to buy 
Japanese tools, then can I urge you to buy 
a copy of Toshio Odate’s book Japanese 
Woodworking Tools: Their Tradition, Spirit and 
Use. This will tell you all about setting hoops 
and many other things that you will need to 
know. You may also want to buy paring chisels 
(Pic.6) and mortise chisels (Pic.7).

Planes
Japanese planes are the pinnacle of Japanese 
tools. As such, they require specialist 
understanding. It is not a case of what you 
should do; it is more a case of what you should 

have anyone to consult, then I suggest that 
you will enjoy your woodworking more and 
get better results if you use standard well-
tuned Western planes with metal bodies. 

I’m sorry if that disappoints anyone, but 
that is what the situation is. Even if you were 
to buy a plane from Japan that had had the 
blade seated in Japan by an expert, the body 
would have moved by the time it got to the 
UK and the seating (and conditioning the sole) 
would still need to be done again. One other 
word of caution: never leave the blade in the 
mouth of the plane; it could get stuck as the 
wood shrinks. 

Tool group meetings
If you’d like to find out more, why not come to 
the Japanese tool group meetings in Wiltshire? 
Andy Ryalls will be running tool tuning days 
during spring 2016. Email me for details: 
onehundredchisels@btinternet.com. Next 
month I will be looking at some interesting 
Japanese joints made using these tools. GW

not do! I say this because almost every plane 
brought to me by students has been damaged 
by the previous user. NEVER try to re-seat the 
blade unless you have been taught how to 
do it. New planes will need the blade to be 
seated. Therefore, you cannot use a new 
plane unless you have been taught how to 
seat the blade. This is a paradox. You have 
to have access to instruction.

If you are working on your own and do not 
s Pic.7 A small mortise chisel for joints in small screens

Pic.8 A standard plane  
(hiraganna)

s

Pic.9 A little scrub plane 
or compass plane is very 
useful for cleaning up 
rough timber!

s

Pic.10 A plane suitable for rebates or shoulders

s
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Andy King recently attended Discover 
Axminster, the fi rst education expo 
of its kind, held at Bridgwater College, 
which boasted an impressive line-up 
of leading names in the industry 

Discover. 
Inspire. 
Connect. 
Educate.

B
ridgwater college has established 
itself as an excellent learning centre 
for woodworking education, whether 
it be carpentry, joinery or furniture 

and cabinetmaking, and with Axminster Tools 
& Machinery’s headquarters lying in close 
proximity, it seems a sensible move for 
Axminster to have close ties with them.
Laying on the inaugural design and technology 
expo at the college, Axminster drew in a range 
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of manufacturers and demonstrators to 
showcase the latest technology along with 
high-end hand skills; the latter in the shape of 
world-renowned cabinetmaker Robert Ingham, 
who was on hand to showcase some of his
fi ne boxes alongside discussing his work, 
techniques and even managing to cut a 
dovetail or two when he found a minute
to breathe in between being swamped
by students, visitors and me, all asking
him countless questions!

A master at work
Robert’s work is stunning – take a look at
his website: www.robertinghamdesigns.com 
– both in craftsmanship and design, and 
watching him work is a joy, especially when 
you discover how he has simplifi ed many
of the regular tasks by designing jigs and 
templates that eliminate marking out,
allowing him to speed up paring or marquetry. To this end, I watched as he quickly glued up

a few leaves of veneer, doing away with the 
traditional veneer tape in favour of a low-tack 
masking variety.

Once dry, he used one of his many templates 
to cut a circle from the centre of the veneers 
before rotating it through 90° and re-gluing it 
for a neat marquetry design, ready for a box lid.

Robert’s tip of cutting from the rear of the 
veneers with a scalpel allows adhesive to fl ood 
into the bevel left by the blade while producing 
a crisp gossamer tight line on the face. Such 
tips etch in the memory and no doubt plenty of 
students will retain this in the same way I will!

I was also fascinated as he cut a dovetail 
using his jigs. No marking out at all, simply
into the jig, a few swift cuts with his Zona
razor saw, waste removed with a fret saw,
then into another jig to pare away the waste.

A further clever trick when using the tail piece 
is to mark out the pins, utilising a packer of the 
same thickness as the saw blade; this off sets 
the joint to allow it to align smack on once cut, 
and it can then be assembled.Robert Ingham at work

Basic hand tools are used for the dovetailing and veneer work

This clear Perspex dovetail is precut for a Zona saw, 
which allows it to zip through the tail cuts of the joint

Waste is cut away in the normal manner, using a fret saw

Showcasing new 
technology
The draw of Robert Ingham would have been 
enough to get people to any event, but there 
was a great range of technology on show 
outside of the sublime skills he possesses. 
Bosch were on hand to discuss their battery 
technology as well as their unique wireless 
charging system (see GW300); something
that would fi t especially well into a college
and workshop environment.

The technology involved was discussed
in depth in seminars in the lecture theatre 
alongside the demo room and this was
a theme for all the manufacturers and 
demonstrators there, each taking a stint 
throughout the day.

Abrasive aces
I’ve recently been very impressed with Mirka 
abrasives, which I’ve used extensively during 
my turning work, and the latest developments 
within this area are the ‘Ace’ abrasives. These 
have 3-4 times the lifespan of standard Mirka 
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mesh and they certainly look like they
will continue to receive accolades. 

The abrasives were showcased alongside 
Mirka’s own sanding and dust management 
system and it was good to see that this topic, 
as well as respiratory and hearing protection, 
was high on the agenda with extraction units 
for the workshop covered by Numatic, while 
3M were on hand to ensure everyone was 
aware of just how important hearing and 
lung protection is.

A range of dust masks, from basic fi lters 
through to full-face battery controlled options, 
were on show with the 3M team available to 
discuss what best suits individual needs.

Their hearing protection was especially 
interesting. Using earplugs is a temporary 

stopgap, but where the noise of machines is 
constant, i.e. in the workshop or onsite, this 
demands a more permanent option and people 
can fi nd the wide range of ear protectors 
available to buy daunting.

The standard over-ear type does a sterling job 
of blocking out pretty well everything you don’t 
want to hear, but also some of the things you 
may need to. With this in mind, the 3M Level 
Dependent Ear Defenders are clever in that they 
suppress any noise to a safe level, but still allow 
you to hear anything untoward or to listen to 
any instructions from a colleague.

Built-in microphones pick up the noise levels 
and adjust this accordingly. They’re also useful 
in a workshop scenario where, for example, you 
need to monitor a machine as it runs.

The second jig allows for the base of the tails
to be quickly pared away from one side

The third jig secures the tail board and allows 
Robert to transfer the position to the pin board

Using a template, a scalpel cuts the centre circle

The result is a fi rst-time perfect fi t, achieved 
much quicker than when using normal methods

After sawing, the second jig is used to pare
the base of the pins fl at and square

Bespoke boatbuilding
Veritas were also present along with Wally 
Wilson from Canada, who was demoing all 
their planes, saws and other innovations. This 
attracted plenty of interest from the students, 
who were eager to pick up the tools and 
scrutinise their innovative designs and 
adjusters, commenting and trying them out.

It was here, while he was putting one of the 
planes through its paces, that I managed to 
grab a word with Matt Reddaway. He and his 
colleagues had travelled all the way up from 
Cornwall where they are serving four-year 
apprenticeships at Pendennis shipyard –
to fi nd out more, see www.pendennis.com.

The website shows some spectacular vessels, 

The circle is rotated 90° and re-glued 
from the underside

From the face side the seams are crisp and clean
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and from what Matt mentioned, it sounds
like an amazing place to serve your time,
with the fi rst year learning the ropes in all 
aspects of boat work: glass fi bre work, steel 
fabrication and welding, electrical fi tting and of 
course, all aspects of woodwork from framing 
and templating through to fi ne veneering and 
cabinet work.

Matt went on to inform me that, after this 
period, they then decide which trade they 
would like to focus on and train in, and with
a rolling apprentice scheme, the shipyard is 
usually able to accommodate these wishes, 
even if it occasionally overbalances the yard’s 
particular needs in one area or starves another, 
and with a staff  of between 200 and 250 at any 
given time, it is fl exible enough to do so.

There’s not much chance of being hit by 
recession either as they work on bespoke super 
yachts, either new build or refurbishment and 
refi ts, and most of these fall between 40 and 
90 metres long! And unsurprisingly, their 
customer base usually includes plenty of 

private millionaire owners. With my own 
involvement and passion for boatbuilding,
I’d have loved to have worked for them!

They also do work outside of the boating 
arena: their skills are on show around the
UK in places such as Lord’s Cricket Ground.
If you fancy a visit to Cornwall, this particular 
company is certainly worth looking up, ideally 
during the summer months, and GW will be 
featuring them shortly, so defi nitely look out 
for that!

Innovative edge
Lamello fi t in well with any high-end 
woodworking and the Zeta and Invis systems 
especially so, allowing their own innovation 
to infl uence the designs of anyone looking to 
explore new ways of interlocking components 
where using standard joints could prove 
impossible.

The range of samples on show should be 

enough for any would-be furniture or cabinet 
maker to think long and hard about buying into 
either or both of the systems, despite the high 
price tags of both. However, price becomes 
almost irrelevant when you consider how 
diversity, speed and uniqueness are brought
to the fore with these technologies.

High-end tools
Along with Lamello, Festool were showcasing 
their own high-end, high accuracy tools, with 
equal innovation in the now well-established 
Domino jointer, another tool that increases 
speed and productivity while also allowing for 
innovation.

Their latest range of brushless sanders, 
interchangeable chuck drills and of course
their plunge saw, recognised as the industry 
standard, were all available for people to try 
out, and, as a result, their stand gained plenty 
of footfall from the visitors.

Examples of Robert’s wonderful craftsmanship

The Bosch demo showcased the new range of ‘LBoxx’ and cradles for the Wireless Charging System 
– see my review in GW300

Using the 3M Level Dependent Defenders, noise 
is reduced to a safe level while still allowing you 
to hear properly
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Easy sharpening
It’s rare that any tool event doesn’t have a 
Tormek demo, and of course, it was no 
diff erent here! Martin Brown was putting the 
system through its paces, demoing to one and 
all the ease with which a repeat grind, hone or 
polish of any edge tool you care to mention can 
be quickly achieved. In the workshop, where 
many of the students attending will hope to 
fi nd themselves working, such a device will 
easily fi nd a niche.

Christmas comes early 
Throughout the course of the day there was
a steady fl ow of people moving through the 
two rooms, taking in the seminars or picking 
up advice and information from the various 
stands with Steve Hopper, Bridgwater’s 
Furniture Course Manager bringing many of his 
students, a couple of whom were kind enough 
to give their own thoughts on the event.

Level 1 City & Guilds Bridgwater College 
furniture student Aaren Snow commented
on how being able to see Robert Ingham 
demonstrating was very inspirational
and how great it was that he got to talk
to him. He also said that eventually, he’d like 
to be able to produce that quality 
of work commercially.

Level 1 City & Guilds 
Bridgwater College 
furniture student Josanna 
Fielder said: “The 3M 
lecture on hearing 
damage [machine noise] 
was very informative and Robert 
Ingham gave an excellent insight into 
fi ne furniture making. The APTC expo event, 
with all the trade stands and lectures, was 
excellent overall and it was great that it
was held at our college.”

As the show was coming to an end, with one 

Mirka off er a high-end extractor for use 
with their ‘Ceros’ and ‘Deros’ sanders

Visitors were encouraged to get hands-on 
and topick up and try all the tools

Martin Brown is always happy 
to discuss all things Tormek!

fi nal seminar taking place, it was time for a 
fi nal look around and glancing across, I noticed 
Robert Ingham signing one of his books. I’d 
seen the book on his stand earlier and fl icked 
through it, only to discover a mine of 
information, including details on how to make 

his jigs and templates. I just knew I had to have 
one! It’s now hidden away somewhere at 
home as one of my Christmas presents from 
my wife. I haven’t counted down the days to 
Christmas since I was a kid, but I’ve now 
started all over again! GW

For the woodworker with ambitious designs, 
Lamello’s Zeta and Invis systems were on show

They included the latest Divario P-18, an invisible 
slide fi tting for shelving applications

The guys from Festool had a great range of kit 
that appealed to the high-end woodworker

Festool’s latest brushless 
random orbital sander was 
among the tools on show
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▲ Pic.1 The basic framework consists of two sides, each comprising two legs connected 
with a side rail top and bottom

▲ Pic.2 To add interest, the side rails were detailed with a 
3mm groove that continues the line of the drawer opening

Project

Brian Barber combines 
clean lines and a 
pragmatic approach 
in his oak side table. 
It’s perfect for any 
room in the house

On this occasion, then, I reckoned that if I
was going to go to all the trouble of making
a table, I might as well add a drawer for those 
inevitable odds and ends, a small glass shelf
for papers and what have you… oh, and 
perhaps a bit of detail on the top to make 
things more interesting.

And that’s the process by which I arrived
at my sketch for a small side table. Fig.1
(see page 64) shows the general arrangement 
of the table, but the dimensions given there 
can be modifi ed easily to suit your own 
requirements and preferences.  

H
aving just revamped my study with a new oak 
desk and chair, I found myself in need of a small 
table – something simple but chunky – to sit beside
a two-seater settee.

Now, when designing, I tend to follow an ‘evolutionary’ process
that begins with a rough sketch showing approximate dimensions – 
usually a height, width and depth, though sometimes it might just be 
the dimensions of a door or cabinet top – and proceeds from there.
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Andy King says: “Brian’s approach to cleaning up is sound advice, although I was taught
to clean up inaccessible areas and internal edges prior to glue-up rather than cleaning up
the whole project after assembly. A good example of this would be a panelled frame, where 
you’d clean up the internal edges of the frame and the relief mould of the panel, which are 
diffi  cult to sand once assembled.

“If you’re making a cabinet, for example, where you need to glue up a number of sub-
assemblies – more panelled frames, say – that are then glued into a fi nal assembly, I’d plane 

and/or sand the internal edges, panels and what have you 
before glue up. I’d then sand the various sub-assemblies 
before fi nal assembly, leaving me in a similar position to 
Brian, which is to say with only minimal clean-up to be done.

“You should, however, resist the temptation to clean up all 
your faces too rigorously before glue-up or you run the risk of 
ending up collecting dirty handling marks, which only leads 
to more sanding later. Besides, you’ll probably have to sand 
or plane out any slight discrepancies around joints anyway,
so you may as well leave cleaning up the external faces until 
the last stage.”

Cleaning upI chose to make the table from European oak 
as the timber is readily available, and also has 
a beautifully warm brown colour that would 
match the new desk and chair in the study. 

As you can see from the drawing, the basic 
framework consists of two sides, each 
comprising two legs connected with a side rail 
top and bottom (Pic.1). These assemblies are 
then joined with a matching rail at the back, 
a stretcher between the lower rails, and at the 
front with a drawer opening. This was made 
from two pieces of oak 20 × 15mm and 22 × 
20mm in section mortised into the front legs. 
For increased strength, mortises and tenons 
were used for all the frame’s joints.

The basic framework 
and drawer runners
The fi rst job was to make the legs, which are 
four pieces of 42 × 42mm oak mortised as 
necessary; chamfering the bottom edges of 

▲ Pic.3 The drawer runners and kickers, made from rebated oak, 
are glued to the insides of the side rails

▲ Pic.4 The lower rails are rebated to receive the 8mm plate glass shelf

▲ Pics.5 & 6 The completed but unfi nished framework 
is waiting for the top and drawer to be added

pupp
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▲ Pic.7 The top’s breadboard construction was detailed 
to match the 3mm grooves on the side rails
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When it comes to furniture making, I always 
favour the simple approach. I fi nd that it 
makes things much easier, especially as I 
think that what you should be concentrating 
on is achieving elegance and beauty in the 
fi nal piece. Complications in constructional 
design are rarely needed, and certainly not 
in a piece as simple as this table.

Having said that, I still fi rmly believe in 
using traditional methods wherever I can.
I fi nd, for example, that hand-cut dovetails 
are almost always better than machine-
cut joints because the subtle changes
in size and shape, even when they’re 
unintentional, add that hand-made je
ne sais quoi that enhances the piece.

I myself have little time for working 
exactly to plans and attempting to cut 
pieces to given sizes. Instead, I’ll dry-
assemble the project as I go along and see 
how things are going, balancing the top on 
the legs, for example, to see if it looks about 
right. If everything’s fi ne, I carry on; if not, 
I’ll make some adjustments. In this regard, 
woodworking – and furniture making in 
particular – is a wonderful craft. It allows 
great fl exibility in your projects so that no 
two pieces need ever look the same and, 
being the material that it is, wood allows 
adjustments to be made relatively easily
as you go along. In my book, there’s only 
one rule: if it looks good, then it is good!

The advantage 
of simplicity

Fig.1 General 
arrangement 
and dimensions 

15mm oak – were routed to produce a 10mm 
deep rebate (Pic.4). The glass itself was cut to 
size leaving about 2mm clearance all around, 
and the edges were polished.

All the joints were then glued together using 
urea formaldehyde resin glue. Pics.5 & 6 show 
the completed and unfi nished framework 
before the top and drawer were added.

each leg helps to prevent the grain splitting. 
The two side rails and the back rail were then 
cut from 20mm thick stock. I used a 3mm 
straight cutter to rout a small groove 22mm 
from the bottom of the upper side rails and 
back rail – a height that matches the bottom
of the drawer opening (Pic.2).

The runners and kickers, between which

the drawer slides, were made from four pieces 
of rebated oak and glued to the insides of the 
side rails (Pic.3). Some care must be taken 
when making these pieces to ensure that they 
will eventually hold the drawer so it sits within 
its opening with about 1 or 2mm clearance.

To receive the 8mm plate glass shelf, the 
lower rails – which were made from 30 × 

▲ Pic.8 The drawer employs 
traditional construction with 
hand-cut dovetails all round
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Making the top…
The top, which is 22mm thick and measures 
370 × 370mm, was assembled using biscuits 
and a breadboard construction that allowed 
me to extend the detail on the side and
back rails by routing 3mm groves along the 
breadboard joins (Pic.7). This isn’t a way of 
hiding poor joints, by the way; any gaps or 
thick glue lines will not just show up; they’ll 
be highlighted by this detailing. I feel it’s 
always worth making the eff ort to try to ensure 
that all joins are as perfect as possible; there 
are no excuses for gaps, even in a project as 
simple as this.

…and assembling 
the drawer 
The drawer is constructed in traditional fashion: 
hand-cut dovetails all round, with lapped 
dovetails at the front to give the drawer front
a clean line (Pic.8). A plywood bottom was then 
slotted into grooves routed in the drawer sides. 
The completed drawer is shown in Pic.9, 
complete with the handle, which was made
by shaping a length of oak so that it tapers 
from front to back to give a better grip when 
opening the drawer (Pic.10).

Final fi nishing
As I built the cabinet, I fi nished all the pieces 
with a razor-sharp hand plane before sanding 
them with 320-grit paper. This ensured that, 
apart from a little glue to clean up, there’d be 
very little fi nishing work to be done when the 
cabinet was fi nally assembled (see Cleaning up 
on page 63 for an alternative approach).

I must admit to having a liking for good-
quality hand planes, my favourites being Clifton 
and Lie-Nielsen. They’re quite expensive, it’s 
true, but they’re worth every penny when you 
are making furniture mainly by hand, as the 
fi nish you can get from them is superb.

To complement the fi nish on the desk and 
chair, I used Osmo’s Polyx oil, which works well 
on many timbers, especially those like oak 
which have an open grain structure. The 

▲ Pic.9 The lapped dovetails keep the lines of the drawer front clean… ▲ Pic.10 … while the handle echoes the table’s clean and chunky design

resulting fi nish is extremely hard-wearing and, 
just as importantly, it’s easily renovated: any 
blemishes can be sanded out and refi nished 
without leaving any tell-tale signs.

I applied three to four coats with a rag, giving 
the table a light sanding and a night to harden 
between coats. It’s remarkable how the oil 
builds up to give a really pleasing sheen. It all 
looks quite disappointing when the fi rst coat 

sinks in, but after a few coats a beautiful 
transformation takes place. You can also apply 
the oil with a brush and rag it off  afterwards, 
but don’t use a brush on its own as this can 
leave bristle marks. After the last coat had 
thoroughly dried, I topped off  the table with
a wax polish (Pic.11). All I need now is a mat
to protect the newly polished top, and a cup
of tea to put down on it…   GW

▲ Pic.11 After four coats of Osmo’s Polyx oil, 
the table was fi nished with a wax polish



Woodwork Course 1
(Tools and Things)
A self-interest woodwork course 
where the aim is to give you the 
confidence and the knowledge to 
use basic hand tools and some of the 
more common power tools.
 You will be able to pick from a list of 
projects before you arrive that I believe 
you can complete in 5 days or less so 
that you will go home with one of them 
and you can proudly say “I made that”. 
 I cover the teaching of how to 
handle tools by getting you started on 
your project and, as you need to use a 
new piece of equipment, I show you 
how. This means that the instruction is 
fresh in your mind and you do the task 
there and then.
 On all courses there will only be a 
maximum of 4 at a time, this will mean 
that I will be available when you  
need help and advice.

Woodwork Course 2
(Wood and Things)
This is a continuation of  course 1 
(tools and things) with the emphases 
on timber, what are acceptable defects 
in timber and what isn’t, how do you 
write out a cutting list that means 
something to your supplier, what to 
look for when buying wood and what 
to avoid.
 You will ideally have done course 1 
(tools and things)  or have a good working 
knowledge of how to use hand tools and 
have used hand held power tools.
 The projects for you to pick from will 
be more complicated and will involve 
the use of the more sophisticated hand 
tools and hand held power tools and will 
include using some of the static power 
tools in the workshop. We will also be 
looking at buying timber, making cutting 
lists and drawing plans.

www.woodworkshop.co.uk

Woodwork Course 3
(Project Days)
The advanced course is rather different 
from the previous two. 
 To come on this course you will need 
to have done both the other courses and 
have used your skill at home on your 
own projects and be ready to take on 
something more difficult.

WoodRat Courses
This course will teach you all the 
principles that you need to know!

Visit our website for more information & 
updates on 2015/16 course information:
 www.woodworkshop.co.uk
t: 01768  899895
e: enquiries@woodworkshop.co.uk
The Wood Workshop
 7-8 Redhills Business Park, Penrith,
 Cumbria  CA11 0DT

Woodworking Courses in the beautiful Lake DistrictDistrict

2016
 Course Dates now on our website!



Norfolk Saw Services, Dog Lane, Horsford, Norwich NR10 3DH 

Tel: 01603 898695    E-mail: sales@norfolksawservices.co.uk 

www.norfolksawservices.co.uk  
Visit us on-line or in-store for a comprehensive selec on of woodwork machinery,     

power tools & consumables from all the top brands 

   www.facebook.com/norfolksawservices @Norfolksaw 

kregtool.eu
Find your nearest stockist
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Dear Michael,
I enjoyed your article on surface finishes in last month’s issue –  
you certainly covered a lot of ground. You might be interested in 
one product that you did not cover but which I use a lot: DEKS OLJE D1, 
produced by Owatrol in Norway.

The finish, originally designed for the woodwork on Norwegian 
fishing vessels, gives a satin finish but it is unusual in that the wood 
is saturated and the finish is therefore more than surface deep. 
In application, the idea is to flood the surface and then keep it wet all 
day by frequent further applications. It is then dry in around 24 hours.

I have used it extensively for kitchen 
work surfaces, external woodwork 
and marine wooden surfaces. It is 
very hard-working and because of its 
penetration, small scratches are still 
protected. I usually get my supplies 
from a yacht chandler. 

I hope this is of some use; keep 
up the excellent reading from Good 
Woodworking.
Yours sincerely, Don Brown

Thanks for getting in touch, Don. I will be 
contacting the manufacturer and asking 
them send me some – I will report back 
once I have used it. One quick point, 

though: it is designed for boats? You say you use it for kitchen work 
surfaces, so I was wondering if it is in fact safe for food preparation 
surfaces? I will email the manufacturer and ask, but I wouldn’t 
recommend something unless the makers say it is safe. Fundamentally 
I like the idea of saturating a frequently wetted surface because that 
will help it repel water, but if the oil darkens the wood over time, 
then I wouldn’t want to use it on fine or ‘blonde’ furniture.
Michael Huntley

THE HOME OF WOODWORKING

www.getwoodworking.com

Issue 301
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Staining with iron and vinegar

Greg’s granddaughters with their pallet wood pumpkins

Write to: Good Woodworking,  
Enterprise Way Edenbridge, Kent TN8 6HG  

Email: tegan.foley@mytimemedia.com

This product from Owatrol’s 
Marine range produces a 
mirror-like finish on wood

LETTER  
OF THE  
MONTH

Pallet wood safety
Dear Tegan,
Having just arrived home after a wonderful two-week vacation 
in the UK, (Warwick, York and London) I started reading Good 
Woodworking issue 299, which I purchased while I was there.

The letter on page 66, regarding the use of pallet wood for making 
Adirondack-style chairs, caught my eye. Here in the US, pallets are 
behind every shopping mall, free for the taking – large, small, oak, 
pine, mystery wood, thick and thin cut members.

Wondering where these pallets may have spent years on the road 
or high seas, I decided to do a little research some years ago. I found 
a website called 1001pallets.com. Wow, I certainly was surprised 
by the amount of different caustic chemicals, E. Coli, listeria bacterias, 
and other toxins that can seriously affect your health.

To make this long story shorter, I do lots of different types of 
woodworking and every time I find a useful pallet to make something 
rustic, I pressure wash it first.

I attach here a photo of my granddaughters’ pallet wood pumpkins, 
which I made for Halloween. This wood was pressure washed, cut 
for size, sanded and sealed in water-based paints, all while wearing 
a respirator.

Thanks for your time and a really great magazine that is very hard 
to find here!
Greg Stringer

Greg, thanks so much for getting in touch and it’s great to know that 
GW has readers stateside! That’s a really interesting point you raise 
about pallet safety and I’m sure a lot of people aren’t aware of the 
facts you stated, so many thanks for bringing these to our attention 
and for sharing the adorable photo of your granddaughters! 
Tegan Foley
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One to watch: TedWood
Recently named as one of The 
Guardian’s modern carpenters to 
watch and part of woodworking’s 
new generations, Ted Jefferis, the 
son of a boatbuilder, champions 
the use of British hardwoods to 
create traditional objects with 
a contemporary twist. A fan of 
hand-worked wood, at the core 
of his ethos is the belief that each 
piece of wood is different and as 
he says: “As you work, you have 
to bend to the tree…”

Using only sustainably grown 
British wood, this furniture 
maker hopes to, through his 
work, emphasise the importance 
of sustainability and ultimately 
create a counterbalance to the 
throwaway culture unfortunately 
prevalent in modern society. 

Working from his West Sussex 
workshop, his new collection – 
comprising of a dining table, 
bench, storage and lighting – 

continues the appreciation of 
the fundamental relationship 
between furniture and the 
surrounding interior.

Available online – www.
tedjefferis.co.uk – Ted’s pieces 
are made-to-order and can 
be customised to different 
dimensions and finishes.

Young designer/makers represent 
the future of furniture making and 
woodworking, so when I saw Ted 
Jefferis on TV recently, I had to get 
in touch. Ted has a way of taking 
the raw material and exploiting 
the natural texture, form and tone 
of the timber perfectly to create 
pieces which stay true to his ethos. 
It’s clear that this furniture maker 
has a bright future ahead and I’m 
sure 2016 will be full of many 
more great achievements.
GW in conversation with 
furniture maker Ted Jefferis

While appearing to be modern, 
the ‘TipToe’ bench echoes Ted’s 
old-school aesthetic. The legs 
can be painted in Satsuma, 
Forest Green, Navy, Swedish 
Grey, or Dark Grey

The HangUp lamp revives the 
ancient art of wet moulding 
leather. The hide is overlapped, 
fastened with a brass bolt, and 
features a turned wooden top

WRITE & WIN! 
We always love hearing about your projects, ideas, hints and 
tips, and/or like to receive feedback about GW’s features, so do 

drop us a line – you never know, 
you might win our great Letter 
of the Month prize, currently a 
Trend Snappy Colour Ring bit 
set. Write to the address on the 
left for a chance to enhance 
your marking capability with 
this versatile workshop aid

www.toolsandtimber.co.uk
you can order online now

WE ARE EASY TO FIND:
11/2 miles from the M6, J40.
Take the A66 towards Keswick,
turn left at first roundabout,
follow the Brown Signs to
The Alpaca Centre.

Open 8am to 5pm daily.
10am to 5pm Saturday.

Closed Sunday.

COMING SOON
Hapfo7000-CNC Woodturning Lathe

ULTIMATE WOODTURNING
Made in Germany

> 3700mm between centres

> Coping diameter 400mm

> Centre Height 300mm

> Weight - 1600kg

G&S SPECIALIST TIMBER
The Alpaca Centre, Snuff Mill Lane, Stainton, Penrith, Cumbria CA11 0ES.
Tel: 01768 891445. Fax: 01768 891443. email: info@toolsandtimber.co.uk
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THE UK’s PREMIER BRANDED HAND, POWER TOOLS & MACHINERY EVENT

7th-9th OCTOBER 2016
FRI-SAT 10am – 5pm • SUN 10am – 4pm
KEMPTON PARK RACECOURSE • SUNBURY-ON-THAMES • TW16 5AQ

VISIT STANDS STAFFED BY THE MAJOR BRANDS INCLUDING:

FREE ENTRY • FREE PARKING • FREE SHOW GUIDE • FREE MASTERCLASSES
LATEST PRODUCTS • EXCLUSIVE SHOW OFFERS • DEMONSTRATIONS • BIG SAVINGS

D&M TOOLS, TWICKENHAM • 020 8892 3813 • WWW.DM-TOOLS.CO.UK

FREE
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OUR DIARY!

+MORE!
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Much as I love 
burning logs on
the stove, the same 
can’t be said when 
it comes to cutting 
down a tree. Even 

when this results in a generous 
supply of fi rewood, it’s always 
sad to see a healthy specimen 
disappear. After walking into 
an overhanging branch on a 
few occasions in the dark a
few weeks ago, the time had 
come to remove the off ending 
foliage. After sawing just a 
couple of branches the garden 
seemed bare, even with all the 
leaves gone in the November 
gales. I’m sure I’ll have soon 
forgotten how it used to look, 
though, especially when spring 
returns. Can’t wait!

Phil Davy, Consultant Editor

Ben Law will need no introduction to 
followers of Grand Designs. His unique 
woodland house was said to be one of Kevin 
McCloud’s favourite buildings more than
a decade ago. This latest book is quite 
ambitious as it off ers almost 30 projects
to make, each one based on a particular
green woodworking technique. These vary 
enormously in complexity, from shaping
a simple oak peg (for framing joints) to 
building a full-size timber-framed caravan.
Not everyone will want to attempt a yurt
or charcoal kiln during their lifetime, but 
these outdoor projects still certainly make 
fascinating reading. 

Projects are grouped across several 
chapters, covering farm and garden crafts, 
wood fuel, products for building and domestic 
items. Materials lists and recommended tools 
are included for each and are comprehensive 
without being intimidating. Interspersed with 
these are insights into various craftsmen 
specialising in a particular technique. These 
‘Meet the Maker’ notes give a glimpse into 
the lives of individuals who rely on woodlands 
for a living.

The various merits of native timber species 
favoured for green woodworking are set out
at the start along with lovely photos. At the 
back there’s a brief introduction to hand and 
power tools needed, plus a resources list.

Woodland Craft

Every technique, tip, step-by-step sequence 
and explanation is easy to follow and well 
designed. Beautiful illustrations, photography 
and authoritative instruction make this
a delightful book from cover to cover.
   If you’re remotely interested in green 
woodworking, forestry or hand skills, then 
you’ll be hooked. It’s a hardback, too and
gets full marks from me. GW

Published by GMC Publications 
Price: £25
Web: www.thegmcgroup.com

Book review



       

A door lining is necessary for most 
interior doors, whether the opening 
is in timber studwork, blockwork or 

more traditional brick or stone. As the name 
suggests, this softwood lining conceals the 
exposed opening, though unlike an exterior 
door frame there is rarely a threshold or sill.
A door frame is rebated from solid timber to 
accommodate the door thickness, whereas
a lining has a narrow batten (doorstop) nailed 
to the head and jambs. A lining is of lighter 
construction than a frame, the fi nished timber 
size typically 28mm-thick. On a new build, 
exterior frames are generally built in as 
construction progresses, while a lining is added 
after walls and studwork are completed. Door 
linings are generally supplied ready machined, 
but in knock-down form. Ready jointed, all you 
need do is glue and nail the head to the jambs. 
They’re relatively cheap to buy at under £25 
and come in standard widths to suit common 
door openings.

Tongue & 
groove joints
Recently I was asked to fi t a new lining into
a brickwork opening. Nothing unusual there, 
except that the opening was narrower than 
normal. The largest size lining commonly 
available (about 132mm) was not deep 

House and Garden

Winter project
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DOOR LININGSTakes: A couple of weekends

An exercise 
in accuracy
Phil Davy tackles 
the job of fi tting
a new lining into a 
brickwork opening 
and shows what
to do if you’re 
faced with a 
narrow opening

enough to conceal the exposed brickwork
and plaster, either. 

Although making a door lining is one of the 
simplest joinery projects, it still needs to be 
accurate. If it’s out of square, bowed or not 
aligned correctly, then you’ll have problems 
hanging the door. You need to house the two 
jambs into the head to prevent movement, 
particularly when fi tting, so don’t be tempted 
to rely on butt joints. Tongue & groove joints 
can be cut accurately with either a router or 
sliding mitre saw, though check that the ends 
of both jambs are square fi rst.

It’s important to add a diagonal brace across 
one corner after nailing the lining together
to keep it square. Likewise, a stretcher nailed 
across the bottom keeps both jambs parallel 
and ensures they will stay that way when 
installing. Both brace and stretchers should 
not be removed until the lining is fi rmly fi xed 
in the door opening.

Building the lining is only half the job, as it 
needs to be fi xed correctly. Fixings need to
be solid so that subsequent door hanging
will go smoothly. Traditionally, linings were 
usually nailed into wood pads built into the 
brickwork, or plugs wedged into the mortar 
joints later. These days it’s easier to use wall 
plugs or frame fi xings into masonry, though 
nailing is adequate into softer thermal blocks.

There’s usually a gap around the lining
to enable it to slide into the opening; this 
tends to vary in depth in old properties, so
it’s important to insert packing behind the 
jambs. If not, these are likely to distort as
the screws are tightened up.

Once the lining is fi tted you need to add
a doorstop to the head and jambs. This usually 
fi nishes at about 30 × 12mm and is simply 
pinned to the lining. It’s easier to fi t the
stop after you’ve hung the door, starting
at the head. GW

Planer/thicknesser, 

circular saw, router, drill

Tools
you’ll need



       

House and Garden

  www.getwoodworking.com  January 2016  GW301 73

UK’S BIGGEST RANGE CALL
FOR 

YOUR 
FREE 

CATALOGUE

15,000 PRODUCTS IN STOCK FOR NEXT DAY DELIVERY

0808 168 28 28       IronmongeryDirect.com

Lay timbers on a fl at surface and nail 
the head to the jambs. Hold a large try square 
in each corner to maintain accuracy
th h d

8 Nail a brace across a corner to keep 
everything square. Likewise, a stretcher across 
the jambs at the far end keeps them parallel

th

9Check that both jambs will slide into 
their housings. These should be a snug fi t but 
not too tight 
th i h

7

Saw off  the horns and cut the jambs
to length. Position the lining in the opening
and chop away any protruding masonry
t l t

10 Wedge the lining in the opening and 
check for plumb. Sight across both edges for 
alignment and adjust if needed

W
h k f

11 Screw or nail the lining to the masonry 
or studwork, then cut the doorstop to length in 
readiness for hanging the door

t d

12

Prepare the material to fi nished size
on a planer/thicknesser. Make sure the fence
is square before surface planing

l

2 Cut the jambs and head to length using 
a mitre saw or hand saw. Allow at least 50mm 
extra length at this stage

it

3Rip the timber to width with a circular 
saw, table or bandsaw. Sawn sizes should be 
around 5mm extra to allow for planing

t b

1

Mark the position of both housings on 
the head. These are 10mm wide and accurate 
setting out is essential here
th h d

4 Using a guide fence across the timber, 
rout the housings with a 10mm straight bit. 
Cut these to a depth of 10mm

t th

5 Mark one end of each jamb and rout 
carefully to form a 10mm tongue. Alternatively, 
cut with a sliding mitre saw

f ll

6
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Out & about: Westonbirt Arboretum

Visitors to Westonbirt Arboretum in 
recent months will have noticed more 
than conifers reaching for the sky. 

Towering above the trees in Silk Wood, huge 
cranes have been lifting timber legs and 
steelwork sections into position to create a 
unique elevated Treetop Walkway. Snaking its 

way through the treetops and traversing 
contours some 13 metres above the ground,
it will give visitors dramatic views of the 
canopy and Westonbirt landscape. With an 
overall length of around 300 metres, this is a 
huge project. When it’s completed this spring, 
we’ll bring you an update of what to expect.

It’s not just the Walkway that’s rapidly taking 
shape among the Gloucestershire foliage, 
though. I caught up with Project Manager 
Sophie Nash, who showed me around a couple 
of other projects, which although less visible 
are just as important.

Currently under construction, the Wolfson 

The new Machinery Store is constructed from 
massive timbers and now ready for the roof

The Mess Building will have a dramatic 
hyberbolic paraboloid (saddle) roof

Oak for the Mess Building’s roof is taken from 
coppiced areas in Silk Wood

Cranes at work on the Treetop Walkway

A glimpse of the new walkway, 
which is coming along nicely

Arboreal adventures
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Tree Management Centre will consist of
two structures designed specifi cally for the 
arboretum’s Tree Team. Comprising some 12 
experts (propagators, dendrologists, arborists 
and forestry students, plus volunteers),
the team manages the world-famous tree 
collection. Whether it’s plant propagation,
tree management or maintaining tractors
and specialised kit, their job is to manage
and look after the 600 acres of grounds.

Built predominantly from Westonbirt 
timber, both the new Machinery Store and 
Mess Building were designed by TV architect 
Piers Taylor (Invisible Studios). Responsible for 
construction were two local timber-framing 
contractors: seasoned craftsmen Carpenter 
Oak & Woodland (Machinery Store) and
newer outfi t Perchard & Co (Mess Building).

Hyperbolic
paraboloid
With its dramatic hyberbolic paraboloid 
(saddle) roof, the smaller Mess Building will
be clad in oak from coppiced areas in Silk 
Wood. Constructed mainly from larch and  
pine sourced from the arboretum, apart from 
the plywood and OSB sheeting for fl ooring and 
panelling, it will provide a welcome base for 
the team and includes a drying room, kitchen 
and large open communal space for meetings 
and tea breaks. During its construction, a 
number of staff  and volunteers were able to 
learn basic carpentry skills under the guidance 
of professional timber-framers from Perchards.

Machinery store
With a footprint of 30 × 20m, timber for
the Machinery Store is on a massive scale.
Made from Corsican (black) pine grown in
the arboretum (about 150 years old), fi ve
roof trusses span its width, each weighing fi ve 
tons. With horizontal timbers measuring 350 × 
450mm and 20m in length, these were milled 
on site and then hewn by hand to create a 
curve. This will increase height clearance for 
vehicles inside the Store. Hewing was carried 
out during two timber-framing courses held
at Westonbirt some 18 months ago.

‘We don’t think anything that long has
been hewn by hand for several hundred
years!’ Sophie explained.

When I visited the site, another crane
had taken up residence in the middle of the 
Machinery Store, rather appropriately. It took 
no more than 15 minutes for each truss to be 
hoisted off  the ground, rotated and lifted into 
position for bolting to the framework. And with 
a crew of just four framers, it was surprising 

how fast the building was taking shape. 
Douglas fi r and larch was used for the 

remaining structural timbers. Carpenter
Oak’s George Efstratiou pointed out that
even though it’s a softwood, Douglas fi r is 
structurally similar to oak. This means bigger 
dimensions are necessary, although not that 
much greater than for oak. Substantial steel 
plates bolted to the beams enabled them to
be fi xed securely yet raised off  the ground. 
   The outside of the Machinery Store is clad 
with larch panels prefabricated on site. At
up to 5.3m in width and 4.6m long, these 
boards needed pretty robust fi xings. I noticed 
the screws were a mere 260mm in length…

To ensure a random eff ect with no two 
panels identical, Carpenter Oak devised a 

clever lottery system for fi xing. Numbers 
relating to the various timber sizes were
pulled out of a hat, with boards then fi tted
to follow the sequence! ‘We’ve created as
big and fl exible a space as possible,’ Sophie
told me. ‘There are no central columns so
the Team can park kit however they need to’.

An interpretation area next to the Machinery 
Store will give visitors an insight into how the 
Tree Team look after the arboretum: ‘Children 
in particular like to watch them at work and 
see the tractors, so they’ll be able to peer in 
from a safe distance,’ she told me.

These are exciting times for Westonbirt,
so if you’ve never experienced the majestic 
National Arboretum, pencil in a visit for spring 
2016. See www.forestry.gov.uk/westonbirt GW

The horizontal timbers are made from Corsican 
pine and are hewn by hand to create a curve

Lifting one of the truss’ off  the ground, ready 
for bolting to the framework

One of the four timber framers bolting a roof 
truss to its supporting timber

Substantial steel plates bolted to the beams 
enable them to be fi xed securely 

The mammoth screws used for fi xing
the Machinery Store’s larch panels

Carpenter Oak’s clever lottery system for fi xing 
ensures that no two panels are identical
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Useful kit: CEL 144MT multi-toolUsefful kit: CEL 144MT multi-tool

In a woody world full of cordless kit, 
the CEL 144MT multi-tool is as basic 
as they come. It’s supplied bare 

(without battery), with not even a sanding 
pad or blade to get you started. In fact,
the only items included are a hex key and 
retaining screw. This obviously helps to keep 
the price down and you can either buy blades, 
rasps or sanding pads individually (from about 
£5 each) to more economical kits containing a 
selection of accessories. Buying a fast charger 
and battery adds almost £30 to the cost but 
means you can then use other CEL 14.4V tools 
with no extra outlay. 

Fixed speed
Fitted with battery, this slim, compact tool 
features a cast alloy front end it feels quite 
substantial but not too heavy. You can rotate 
the base of the tool to numerous diff erent 
positions, which is handy when sanding or 

▲ Pic.3 Fitting the battery is a simple task

▲ Pic.4 There is a partly 
rubberised grip for comfort

▲ Pic.5 Pads and blades can be
 locked securely in place

▲ Pic.1 The multi-tool comes with 
a hex key and retaining screw

▲ Pic.2 There is a wide range of additional 
blades, rasps and sanding pads available to buy

cutting up close to skirting, 
framework or whatever. With a 
partly rubberised grip for comfort, 
there’s a simple on/off  slider 

switch on top and that’s about
it. There’s no worklight, though

this is perhaps more of a luxury than
a necessity on a multi-tool.

Oddly, there’s no variable-speed, which is
a bit surprising on a multi-tool. Instead, the 
144MT runs at a fi xed speed of 14,500rpm, 
while oscillation angle is 2.8°. Considering
the scope of such a power tool, the ability to 
reduce speed or run it at maximum can be a 
real advantage. Not only that, but I’ve found 
that with competitors’ multi-tools, cutting
the speed slightly reduces the noise level,
so it’s easier on the ears if operating for more 
than a few minutes. Like most multi-tools,
the CEL is not exactly quiet.

Long-lasting
battery
Pads or blades are relatively easy to fi t and
are locked securely. There’s no need to remove 
the retaining screw completely to alter their 
angle, either. You must fully unscrew this 
when actually changing the accessory, 
though. There’s nowhere to store the
hex key on the tool itself, unfortunately.

CEL’s Li-ion batteries are rated at 1.5Ah
and seem to last a fair time before recharging. 
There’s no battery level indicator, though,
so you don’t really know when the pack is 
about to expire. That means ideally having
two batteries, unless you’re happy to wait
an hour for the pack to recharge. 

Accessories
You can buy a pack of eight cutting blades for 
wood, metal and masonry for about £20. This 
includes segmented and straight blades, plus
a tungsten carbide blade for masonry work.
A comprehensive 59-piece kit will set you back 
almost £40, but there’s not much you can’t 
cut, sand or grind with this pack. If you just 
want the sanding option, the AP09 kit includes 
delta and fi nger sanding pads, tungsten 
carbide rasps, stainless steel scraper and
Velcro abrasive sheets for just under £18.

Conclusion
As well as various sanding tasks, I’ve been 
using the 144MT for removing grout from 
ceramic tiles, a job which it performed well 
enough. The CEL may not be the greatest 
cordless multi-tool you can buy, but for 
occasional use it would be diffi  cult to
fi nd anything much cheaper. GW

Price: £19.90
Battery: 1.5Ah lithium
Fast charger: £9.90
Web: www.cel-uk.com Odd job Odd job 

mastermaster
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Back to (faceplate) basicsBack to (faceplate) basics

I
t is becoming increasingly more diffi  cult to pigeonhole genres
of turning. Once upon a time, if the grain was running the same 
way as the lathe bed, then it was classed as spindle turning.
If the grain was running at right angles to the bed, it was classed 

as  faceplate turning (even though modern chucks have greatly reduced 
the use of faceplates). With multi-axis turning – boxes, hollow forms 
and the like – who knows what to call it nowadays? 

As with spindle work (see GW299), it’s always a good idea to go back 
to basics every now and again. The best way to practise is to rough out 
bowls from wet or green timber. If you can get your hands on some 

Wanting to learn more about faceplate turning 
tools and fi nd out how best to use them?
Les Thorne goes back to basics once again to 
bring us the low-down on this genre of turning

fresh timber, cut some bowl blanks and prepare them for the lathe. 
Rough them out to an even wall thickness and allow enough wood
to remain to ensure that you will be able to make a bowl from it once
it has dried. The bowl will go an oval shape during the drying process. 
Seal the end-grain on the bowl and put it somewhere with a nice, even 
temperature. 

Wet wood will generally cut better when it’s dry, so this is a great 
opportunity to practise all your cutting and scraping techniques.
What’s more, you will save a considerable amount of money
compared with buying timber that’s already dry. GW
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▲ Pic.4 Power sanding is the other option, 
along with doing it by hand. A drill mounted 
arbor is held in the 8 o’clock position. Try to get 
as much of the pad into contact with the bowl 
surface as possible

▲ Pic.5 Measuring is really important and there 
is no better way than using a simple set of 
fi gure-of-eight callipers. Always buy the biggest 
set you can, and for safety reasons, use them 
only when the lathe is switched off 

▲ Pic.6 Sanding the inside by hand or using
the Pro Sander is best done in this area. I tend
to power sand over at 3 o’clock as I fi nd it easier 
to control the drill in that position

▲ Pic.1 Bowl gouges are measured from the 
inside of one fl ute to the outside of the tool,
so the 10mm tool is made from 13mm bar, 
which is a bit confusing! If the tool is ground 
properly, then the top cutting edge should be 
straight or slightly convex

▲ Pic.3 If your lathe has the horsepower, you 
can take a large cut and make it round in one
or two passes, even when the wood is cut into 
an octagon. Make sure the bevel of the tool is 
pointing in the direction of the cut

▲ Pic.2 If you are going to use the tool only for 
pull cutting, I would have the cutting angle at 
around the 55° mark. However, this would make 
it less effi  cient at push cutting, so I recommend 
grinding it to about 45° as a compromise

A few things you need to know

The 10mm bowl gouge with a long grind

▲ Pic.3 Sanding faceplate work is always a 
problem as sanding marks tend to show up 
more than on spindle work. I’m using the Simon 
Hope Pro Sander, which spins as it’s held against 
the timber

▲ Pic.2 The blank is fi xed on using the screw 
that comes with the chuck; a faceplate will do 
the same job. I haven’t cut the blank round on 
the bandsaw as it tends to wear the set out 
more on one side than the other

▲ Pic.1 The grain is running perpendicular
to the lathe bed; this is the traditional way
of making bowls. Make sure the size of the
blank matches the weight of your machine
– don’t push the lathe to its limits
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▲ Pic.8 One of the major problems 
when starting the hollowing 
process is overcoming the 
centrifugal forces involved. If you 
are not assertive enough with
the tool, it will spiral towards
the edge, as you can see here

▲ Pic.9 There are many tricks to 
help you make the fi rst cut. A good 
one is to use your thumb to fi x the 
tool against the toolrest. As the 
tool is advanced forward, it can’t 
move sideways

▲ Pic.4 Initial shaping of the blank using the 
gouge is done with the handle low down and 
the fl ute of the tool pointing at 10 o’clock. The 
shavings should be exiting the fl ute of the tool 
when it’s in the correct position

▲ Pic.11 Once the cut is started, work from the 
edge of the bowl to the centre. Take it down
in stages, leaving some timber in the middle, 
which will be removed as you work down

▲ Pic.13 A problem with the 45° angle on the 
tool is that it will become very diffi  cult to keep 
the bevel in contact with the bottom of the bowl 
as you go deeper; the rim will get in the way. 
This is a job for the 60° tool, as you’ll see later

▲ Pic.7 I prefer to fi nish with a 
push cut. The bevel of the tool is 
resting on the wood and the tool
is pushed forward into the cut.
Try not to force the tool onto
the wood as this can result in
an unwanted rippled surface

▲ Pic.6 Shear cutting with the gouge is a fairly 
modern technique. The handle is down and the 
lower cutting edge is presented with the fl ute 
almost closed off . The shaving should be really 
fi ne here

▲ Pic.5 This photo shows the cut perfectly:
the wood is being cut and the shaving is rolling 
around the fl ute. Curly shavings are a good sign 
that the wood is being cut well

▲ Pic.12 A common mistake is to keep the 
gouge horizontal when hollowing a bowl.
To keep the bevel in contact with the inside 
curve, the tool handle will need to drop 
throughout the shaping process

▲ Pic.10 A series of steps helps 
you gauge the position of the tool 
throughout the process. The bulk 
of timber in the centre will help
to give some stability to the bowl

The 10mm bowl gouge with a long grind continued
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▲ Pic.4 The face of the bowl can be cleaned up 
in the more traditional way, with the tool fl at
on the toolrest. The scraper’s worst enemy is 
vibration, so keep the rest close to the work 
where possible

▲ Pic.5 If you need to scrape the inside of the 
bowl, then do it in stages. As you remove wood, 
the bowl can start to go out of shape, so scrape 
each section to a fi nish before hollowing the 
next part

▲ Pic.6 The negative-rake will allow you to present the scraper 
horizontally. If there’s not a downwards angle on the top, then you must 
present the tool trailing, i.e. with the handle higher than the cutting edge

▲ Pic.1 To make the scraper more versatile and easier to use, it’s worth 
grinding the tool with a downwards angle on the top; this creates the 
negative angle, or rake as it’s known

▲ Pic.7 The scraper is a good tool if you’re struggling to get the centre of 
the bowl right. I have put the toolrest close to the bowl to give the cutting 
edge as much support as I can

▲ Pic.2 Sharpening the tool is best done by completing the top surface 
fi rst. Set your platform up so you take about 4mm off  the top edge.
The cutting bevel on the other side is ground in the normal way

▲ Pic.3 The tool can be used in shear cutting 
mode by turning the tool on an angle. It’s good 
to soften the lower edge of the tool so it glides 
eff ortlessly along the toolrest

The negative-rake French curve scraper
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▲ Pic.2 This is 
probably one of the 
simplest tools to 
sharpen. Set the 
platform to the right 
angle and gently 
rotate the tool to 
sharpen it. To prevent 
putting a point on it, 
rotate the tool slowly 
as the fl ute becomes 
more upright

▲ Pic.1 I like a superfl ute-type shape for this 
tool; this means the shape of fl ute is more
of a parabolic one as opposed to a ‘U’ shape.
I have ground the tool almost upright to 60°

▲ Pic.3 The perfect 
cut with the bevel
in contact with the 
wood. You can see 
that as I have gone 
round the bowl, I have 
decreased the depth 
of my cut and will 
return to the other 
part shortly

▲ Pic.1 The 6mm bowl 
gouge is made from 
10mm steel. I prefer 
this tool for all my 
fi nishing cuts. I grind 
it at about 45° and 
never put a long grind 
on it as the fl ute will 
clog up quickly if it 
is used for pull cuts

▲ Pic.3 This is my preferred grip when using this 
tool. My left thumb pushes down on the tool 
during the cut, which means that the tool can
be pivoted easily on the toolrest

▲ Pic.2 The heel of the tool is ground off  by 
resting the tool on the toolrest with the fl ute 
pointing towards you. This will stop you rubbing 
too much bevel on the workpiece and over-
compressing the timber

Pic.4 The small bowl 
gouge is the best tool 
for putting a slight 
undercut on the rim
of your bowl as a 
scraper could tear
the grain; this is not 
an easy technique but 
defi nitely one worth 
mastering

The 60° 10mm bowl gouge

The small 6mm bowl gouge

▲ Pic.4 When you 
grind such an obtuse 
angle on your tool, it 
takes away a lot of the 
ability for the tool to 
cut. This means you 
can open the fl ute of 
the tool up to get a 
better fi nish with less 
risk of it digging in

▲ Pic.5 This tool is
my fi rst choice for 
fi nishing off  the centre 
of the bowl. The wood 
in the middle is not 
revolving very quickly 
so you will need to 
slow the feed speed
down to almost 
nothing when you 
reach the middle
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Pearl EffectsPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP
Our new decorative acrylic paint 
is designed to create speciality 
pearlescent finishes.
Pearl may be applied over 
General Finishes Milk Paints, stains 
and water based top coats to create 

COPPER PEARL
TAWNY PEARL

CHAMPAGNE PEARL

BURNISHED PEARL

BRONZE PEARL

ARGENTINE

• Over 40 technique  
videos on our YouTube 
channel

• See web for shops &  
online stockists

• Trade & stockist  
enquiries welcome

Dowelmax
Tables, chairs, stools, kitchens,
bedrooms, desks, bookcases,

sideboards, beds, benches, doors,
windows, steps, cabinets,

 make them all and more with the
Dowelmax Doweling Jig

Dowelmax Doweling Jig -
No need for biscuit jointers, tenoners,
morticers, screws, loose tenons etc,

 make joints faster, more
accurately and stronger with

Dowelmax
The ultimate doweling jig for woodworkers!

Dowelmax
Tel: 01352 781168  or  07773 718758

 See us on                  and visit:

www.dowelmax.co.uk
for more info, video and ordering.

 

l
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Call or visit 
website for 
stockists.

+44 (0)1296 481 220
www.osmouk.com

High quality oil-wax finish - especially developed for 
professional users!

SPRAY-WAX

 > Extremely tough and hardwearing
 > Very water and dirt resistant
 > Suitable for children’s toys (EN 71.3)
 > Microporous, breathable finish, which 
does not crack, peel, flake or blister

Quality English Sawn Timber:
» Rough sawn or planed

» Wide variety of species and thicknesses

» Sustainably grown and kilned

Please get in touch or visit our website 
www.treestation.co.uk – 0161 2313333
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www.wealdentool.com

Router cutters
Spindle tooling
Bandsaw, jigsaw &

circular sawblades

W

EALDEN TOOL

COMPANY

Online catalogue & ordering

Musical IInstrument MMakers’ && RRepairers’ SSupplies

Largest selection of tonewoods, tools & parts in the country. 
Visit our website or order our catalogue. Callers welcome

Touchstone Tonewoods, Albert Road North, Reigate, RH2 9EZ
Tel: 01737 221064       Fax: 01737 242748
www.touchstonetonewoods.co.uk

D O L L S   
HOUSE
SPECIALISTS

NEW ARTICLES
 METAL EARTH 

HANDSOME CAB
MATCHSTICK CLOCK

Hobby’s (Dept GW)
Knight’s Hill Square

London SE27 0HH
020 8761 4244

mail@hobby.uk.com
www.hobby.uk.com

MATCHITECTURE
ONE THOUSAND  

AND ONE NIGHTS

Available from WH Smith & leading newsagents or direct

The Modelmaker’s  
Yearbook

• NEW EASY CUTTERS & POWER TOOLS 
• MECHANICAL ALARM CLOCK KIT
• NEW ICONIC TV/FILM KITS
• HERITAGE STEAM ENGINE
• MARQUETRY KITS WITH DVD

Visit our website at www.hobby.uk.com

Annual 2016 • No.46 • 320 Pages

£3.25  
P&P FREE

FREE PLAN COUPON
WORKING MATCHSTICK

ROCKING HORSE
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LEEDS
D.B. KEIGHLEY

MACHINERY LTD
Vickers Pleace, Stanningley,

Leeds, LS28 6LZ
Tel: (0113) 257 4736
Fax: (0113) 257 4293

www.dbkeighley.co.uk
P. A. CS. BC. MO.

. . . to advertise
 here please 

 call David on:
 01689 869 867



FONT OF ALL KNOWLEDGE
BBC3’s Young Carpenter of the Year & SkillBuild 
judge Tibby Singh shows us how he went about 
making a font cover for St Bartholomew’s Church 
in Leeds using American white oak. Combining a 
traditional approach with a contemporary finish, 
the project also incorporates a glow-in-the-dark 
material in the engravings

IRON AGE WOODWORKING
Mark Griffiths explores the fascinating creative 
process involved in crafting the ‘Pallasboy Vessel’, 
a reproduction of an Iron Age wooden artefact 
discovered in 2000

‘HEMISPHERE’ WALL CABINET
Currently studying Furniture Crafts at Warwickshire 
College, student Philipp Stummer’s ‘Hemisphere’ 
wall cabinet, from his ‘Octagon’ series, demonstrates 
an exercise in discovery and experimentation as he 
takes us through the steps and challenges he faced 
when making the project through to completion

PLUS...
John Bullar looks at choosing wood and making 
sure it is in the best condition for your project; 
Phil Davy makes a built-in bathroom cupboard; 
Les Thorne turns a pair of candlesticks and 
demonstrates techniques for scorching wood 
and Barrie Scott meets Ruth Busbridge to find 
out more about her love of green chairmaking

NEXT MONTH

GW302 on sale 29 January
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Winter is the season for fallen branches and 
pruning. Ornamental trees are a source of 
decorative timber that is often overlooked. As 
a furniture restorer, I frequently found unusual 
decorative, and often unidentifi able, timber
in small pieces of furniture and particularly 
boxes. The one illustrated is a Tunbridge
ware box, which has a piece of paper inside 
detailing, in original dip-pen ink, all the garden 
timbers used. Lists are often boring, but I 
include it here just to give you an idea of
the trees and shrubs that could be used to 
decorate small projects. The timbers would of 
course need to be converted, stored and dried 
properly. How to Season and Dry Your Own 
Wood by Alan Holtham tells you all about this. 

Native timbers
The timbers used as veneers on the box,
that grow in this country, are lilac, berberis 

Tunbridge ware
Tunbridge ware is the term used to refer
to souvenirs made for visitors to Tunbridge
Wells Spa in Kent, in the 18th and 19th 
centuries. Figured and coloured woods
were used to decorate items with patterns
and pictures, some of which were extremely 
complex and which, on larger items, would 
have been called parquetry and marquetry. 
Tunbridge wasn’t the only place selling such 
souvenirs, but it is the most famous and has 
given its name to the style. More information 
and lots of interesting illustrations can be 
found here: www.tunbridgeware.org/p/
articles-%26-info/tunbridge-ware.
   Why not try collecting some garden timbers 
yourself, and in a couple of years you can try 
creating some geometric designs or even
make some simple coasters as gifts for family 
and friends. GW

(barberry), furze, hawthorn, laurel, decayed 
oak, plane, broom, walnut, birch, boxwood, 
yew, elm, laburnum, holly, sumac, 
cotoneaster, blackthorn, maple, and mulberry. 
I have 12 of these timbers either in my
garden, as gifts from friends, or drying in
the workshop. I am sure that head gardeners
in the old days used to save interesting timbers 
and take them to the local cabinetmaker
in exchange for a bit of pocket money.
I remember a timber collector who proudly 
showed me a plum tree that he had in stick. 
Plum is notoriously diffi  cult to season, but 
old plum trunks can yield wide boards that
are very decorative and will give you enough 
timber to make a small occasional table. Of 
course, fruitwood is often used for Windsor 
chairs. One caution with fruitwood, though:
it may have been sprayed with DDT so wear
a mask when exposed to the fi ne dust.

Michael’s musings

Scraps into souvenirs
With winter upon us, Michael Huntley urges you 
to get outside and start gathering bits and pieces 

of native timbers…

▲ Pic.2 The paper plan 
for the timbers used on the lid
▲ Pic 2 The paper plan

Pic.1 The Tunbridge ware box▲



+ +
 Universal saw blade 
Ø  315 mm , Z 48

 Cutterhead set 
 Universal cutter head 
(steel made) 

AF 12  dust extraction extractor   
 with dust bag quick change system 

•  4.0 HP (3.0 kW) motor 
•  Format sliding table  2000 mm
•  1100 mm outrigger table 
•  Precision mitre index system  
•  1300 mm crosscut fence for outrigger table 
•  Planer fence tilts from 90° to 45° 
•  Surface planer table length 1400 mm  
•  Planing width  310  mm  
•  Remarkably user friendly  
•  Allows rapid retooling 

C3 31 Comfort
 COMBINATION 
 MACHINE  + 
 STARTER-SET 

 Combination machine 

6.718,05

5.390,00
 Save up to  1.328,05   £    excl. VAT 

Unit 2, Sovereign Business Park, Joplin Court, Crownhill, MK8 0JP MILTON KEYNES
Tel: 01908 635 000, info@ukfelder.co.uk, www.ukhammer.co.uk



We are extremely proud to introduce the new range of Record Power woodturning chucks and jaws.  
This exclusive range has been developed using Record Power’s extensive experience and knowledge of 
woodturning in conjunction with a group of highly experienced professional and hobby woodturners to bring 
you the ultimate in quality, versatility and value. 

Introducing the New Range of 
Woodturning Chucks and Jaws

Precision Engineered Gears 
Super Geared True-Lock™ technology 
ensures high levels of accuracy to 
provide smooth and solid operation.

Heavy Duty Jaw Slides 
The improved and enlarged jaw slides 
give unsurpassed holding power and 
load bearing ability. They are made 
from high tensile steel, reinforced with 
nickel and copper and heat-treated to 
ensure superior strength.

Jaw Fixing System 
The SC3 and SC4 feature a jaw 
fixing which will not only fit 
the Record Power series of Jaws but 
is also fully compatible with Nova and 
Robert Sorby brand jaws.

Sealed Backing Plate with  
Full Indexing 
The SC4 features a strong backing 
plate to protect the gear mechanism 
from dust and 72-point indexing 
around the full circumference.

See online for full detailsPrices valid until 28.2.2016

15% 
OFF

All jaws when 3+ 

sets bought

SC3 Geared Scroll  
Chuck Package

Incorporating some of the most famous brands 
in woodworking, Record Power have been 
manufacturing fine tools & machinery for over 
100 years. Built to last we provide support for 
thousands of machines well over 50 years old, 
which are still in daily use. Testimony to the 
sound engineering principles and service support 
that comes with a Record Power product.www.recordpower.co.uk  Tel: 01246 571 020

SC4 Professional Geared 
Scroll Chuck Package

Save £20

Autumn-Winter

£99.99

Was £119.99

Off Spring/Summer 
Catalogue

Save £20

Autumn-Winter

£129.99

Was £149.99

Off Spring/Summer 
Catalogue

Save £2

Autumn-Win

£99.99

Was £119.99
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