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Could May be the most exciting month in the gardener’s 
calendar? Not only is it the freshest, greenest month with 
plants leaping into growth, lush new shoots and cushiony 

mounds of unspoilt foliage, but it is also the month when we celebrate 
horticulture at its very best, at the Chelsea Flower Show. Enjoy a sneak 
preview on page 57 and online at www.theenglishgarden.co.uk. 

The gardens at Chelsea are jaw-dropping, a feast for the eyes and 
spectacle for the senses, but stangely, rather than coming home full 
of envy, I always enjoy my own garden more after the show. It is far 
from fashionable, but it is reassuringly domestic compared to Chelsea’s 
studied perfection. 

We are the lucky ones – unlike the starry designers, we can create 
a garden that is just for us, exactly how we 
want it. At Ulting Wick in Essex, Philippa 
Burroughs’ spring passion is tulips, so she has 
filled her garden with a cavalcade of them. 
Garden designer Angel Collins made her 
unusual spring meadow garden at The Old 
Vicarage in Wormleighton to her own brief, 
not a client’s. Pashley Manor in East Sussex is 
now a spring destination thanks to its owners’ 
and head gardener’s vision. All are at a 
fantastic peak in late spring and as spectacular 
as Chelsea, albeit in a different way.

Clare Foggett, Editor

Welcome...

ON THE  
COVER
Chris Beardshaw’s 
show garden at 
Chelsea in 2015 
boasted orange 
geums, Cirsium rivulare 
and Salvia ‘Caradonna’. 

Agnes Stevenson
Agnes has a special 
interest in Scottish 
gardens. Her exposed 
garden in the Forth 
Valley has the Ochil 
Hills as its backdrop. 
She visits a city 
garden in Edinburgh 
on page 70.

Annette Warren
Annette is a freelance 
writer specialising in 
gardens and interiors 
and has her own blog, 
www.gardenvisitoruk.
com. She explores 
an unusual spring 
meadow garden on 
page 30.

Val Bourne
Val is a lifelong 
organic gardener who 
lives in the windswept 
Cotswolds. Plant mad, 
she grows flowers, 
fruit and vegetables 
at home and on her 
allotment. She extols 
the virtues of geums 
on page 95.

DIGITAL  
PLATFORMS 
Purchase digital 
editions of The English 
Garden for phone and 
tablet from the App 
Store for iPhones, 
and Google Play for 
Android. 
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A high standard of teaching is central to our 
garden design school’s success and on 
which our reputation has been built over the 
past 40 years.

Whether it’s a full time, part time or online 
course you will receive guidance from the 
same high quality tutors. 

So whether you are aiming for a successful 
career in garden design or simply looking to 
improve your own garden you won’t fi nd a 
better established or more renowned school 
than the Inchbald.

Full time, part time or change 
of career time design courses

In 2015 Inchbald graduates came 
out top at Chelsea with four medals

Choose the garden 
design school where 

students f lourish
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Brightwater Holidays Ltd 
Eden Park House, Cupar, Fife KY15 4HS

www.brightwaterholidays.com
info@brightwaterholidays.com 

+44 (0) 1334 657155

The Landscape Gardens of Capability Brown
Departures: Apr 29, Jun 24, Sep 30, 2016
Three nights’ half board from £495pp

The Legacy of Gertrude Jekyll
Departures: May 29, Jun 5, 2016

Six nights’ half board from £965pp

Highgrove and the Cotswolds
Departures: May 4, Jun 10, Aug 12, 22, Sep 2, 2016*

*September date subject to confirmation
Three nights’ half board from £465pp

In an Irish Garden
Departures: Jun 23, Aug 11, 2016

Seven nights’ half board from £1195pp

Gardens of North Wales
Departures: Jun 9, Sep 1, 2016

Three nights’ half board from £395pp

Gardens and Wild Flowers 
of South Africa’s Western Cape
Departures: Aug 25, Sep 11, 2016

15 nights from £4,295pp

Sri Lanka: The Pearl of the Indian Ocean
Departures: Oct 13, 2016
12 nights from £2,875pp

Quality Garden Tours

Highgrove House

Like minded travellers Ilnacullin

Munstead Wood

Babylonstoren Garden

Proudly operated by Brightwater Holidays.

Quality Garden Tours 2016

including Arts, Archaeology and Scenic Scottish Holidays

www.brightwaterholidays.com

UK, EUROPEAN & WORLDWIDE GARDEN HOLIDAYS 2016/2017

Proudly operated by
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GARDENS TO VISIT

KINGCOMBE MEADOWS 
This colourful patchwork of 
fields and grassland contains 
streams, ponds, ancient green 
lanes and wooded areas 
(above). Dorset, grid reference 
SY 554990. Tel: 01305 264620; 
www.dorsetwildlifetrust.org.uk

BLAGROVE COMMON 
In late spring Blagrove 
Common is carpeted with 
an outstanding array of wild 
flowers. Visitors will find 
flowers such as southern 
marsh and common spotted 
orchids and a variety of 
their hybrids (right). Sandon, 
Hertfordshire, grid reference 
TL 328337. Tel: 01727 858901; 
www.hertswildlifetrust.org.uk 

LITTLE SCRUBBS MEADOW 
Stroll through these flower-
filled woodlands for the 
chance to spy purple 
hairstreak and white admiral 
butterflies. Chambers Farm 
Wood, Lincolnshire, grid 
reference TF 145744. Tel: 01507 
526667; www.lincstrust.org.uk

FREEMAN’S PASTURE 
One of the few remaining 
species-rich grasslands in the 
county, this pasture is home 
to more than 120 recorded 
plant species as well as myriad 
beautiful insects. Clancutt 
Brook, Lancashire, grid 
reference: SD 564154.  
Tel: 01772 324129;  
www.lancswt.org.uk

RUNNYMEDE
This sensational meadow – 
famously known as the site 
of the signing of the Magna 
Carta – brims with flowers 
and wildlife. Windsor Rd, Old 
Windsor SL4 2JL. Tel: 01784 
432891; www.nationaltrust.org.
uk/runnymede

NGS Garden 
of the Month
Secreted away down 
a sleepy country lane, 
the nursery and eight-
acre gardens of King 
John’s Lodge lie within 
the heart of the High 
Weald of East Sussex. 
They contain a rose 
walk, delightful water 
features, an ivy garden, 
large herbaceous 
borders and four 
acres of picturesque 
meadow. But the 
pièce de résistance 
has to be the glorious 
secret garden. Themed 
upon Shakespeare’s 
A Midsummer Night’s 
Dream, it includes a 
pond and a statue of 
Oberon and Titania 

The garden will open 
on 14 and 15 May, from 
10am to 5pm. Entry £5, 
children free. Home-
made teas & lunches 
will be available. 
King John’s Lodge, 
Etchingham, East 
Sussex, TN19 7AZ. Tel: 
01580 819220; www.
kingjohnsnursery.co.uk  
Find more gardens in 
The Yellow Book or visit  
www.ngs.org.uk

IM
A

G
E

S 
N

IC
K

 T
O

M
L

IN
S

O
N

; H
E

R
T

S
 W

IL
D

L
IF

E
 T

R
U

S
T;

 N
G

S

Five splendid wildflower meadows
Little is quite so heavenly as wandering through a meadow in  
full and glorious bloom. These five are among the best

May
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RHS Chelsea Flower Show
Come and meet The English Garden at our quintessentially English stand on 
Eastern Avenue at this year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show. Running from 24-28 
May, the country’s most prestigious flower show takes place in the grounds of 
the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, London, its home since 1913.

Visitors can expect 30 immaculate display gardens, as well as a spectacular 
showcase of over 100 specialist plant breeders, nurseries and societies in 
the Great Pavilion. In addition, a photographic exhibit and floral arch will 
commemorate the 90th birthday of Her Majesty, The Queen, patron of the 
RHS. See www.rhs.org.uk

Sculpture in 
the Garden
Contemporary art gallery Pangolin London 
presents Sculpture in the Garden from  
13 May to 19 July. The King’s Cross gallery 
space will be transformed into a lush garden 
comprising three parts: a wooded area, a 
formal garden and a walled garden. 

Complete with trees and water features, 
25 works will be on display, both in the 
gallery and on the bank of Regents Canal. 
See www.pangolinlondon.com
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PLACES TO GO

RHS ROSEMOOR  
CHILLI FIESTA
7-8 May, Devon
The Terrace Marquee will 
house over 30 chilli producers, 
with talks from growers and 
a themed garden trail. Adults 
£11. Children £5.50. Tel: 01805 
624067; www.rhs.org.uk

RHS HARLOW CARR 
RHODODENDRON SHOW 
8–9 May, North Yorkshire
The garden celebrates its 

rhododendron collection with 
a weekend of activities. Join  
a ranger-led walk and discover 
fine rhododendron specimens. 
Tickets £11. 11 am–4pm. Tel: 
0207 821 3142; www.rhs.org.uk

THE CHELSEA FRINGE 
21 May–12 June, London 
Head to the Chelsea Fringe 
for an alternative gardening 
festival with a community 
focus. A broad range of 
horticultural-themed exhibits 

and features. For details, visit  
www.chelseafringe.com

CHISWICK HOUSE,  
KITCHEN GARDEN OPEN DAY 
22 May, London
Enjoy plentiful displays of 
flowers and homegrown 
produce, with experts on hand 
to answer questions. Herbs 
and plants available  
for purchase. Free entry. 
11am–3pm. Tel: 020 8742 
3905; www.chgt.org.uk

SUFFOLK SPRING  
PLANT FAIR  
29 May, Suffolk
This year Helmingham Hall 
Gardens hosts the Suffolk 
Spring Plant Fair – with 
unusual and popular plants 
for sale. A range of antique 
and contemporary garden 
furniture will be on sale. 
Tickets £7 (includes garden 
entry). Children free. 10am–
4pm. Tel: 01473 890799;  
www.helmingham.com

LOOKING AHEAD: PLANT FAIRS AND SHOWS
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May
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Gartenart Swimming Ponds
Unit 105 Screenworks, 
22 Highbury Grove,
London N5 2EF
020 7183 3333 
www.gartenart.co.uk

To request a brochure please go to www.gartenart.co.uk or call 020 7183 3333.

“The water is amazing, it’s like 
swimming in silk. We had a couple 
of dragonfl ies buzzing past us... you 
defi nitely feel you’re one with nature.

There were lots of things we wanted 
to do to the house but this was the 
one thing that we felt everybody 
benefi ted from. Having the pond has 
made a big diff erence to the way we 
use the garden. We all love it.” 

Nigel & Mandy Keene Basingstoke

Gartenart English Garden full page advert v1.1.indd   1 21/11/2014   23:25
Untitled-89   1 18/02/2016   10:03
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Monthly checklist 
n Watch out for late 
frosts and do not 
put tender bedding 
plants out too early, 
or without hardening 
them off for two or 
three weeks first.

n Sow salad leaves and 
hardy annual herbs 
directly into the soil – 
combine packets to 
create your own mixed 
salads (above).

n Keep rabbits off 
young growth with 
netting or a deterrent 
such as Grazers.

n Start regularly 
hoeing off weeds in the 
vegetable patch.

n Lightly prune 
Clematis montana 
after flowering to ‘tidy’, 
or cut it hard back if 
needs controlling.

THINGS TO DO
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May

There are few things as 
pleasurable as gathering 
flowers from the garden to 
bring indoors. Happily, for 
gardeners with a plentiful 
supply of blooms, the larger, 
relaxed bouquets with a 
country mood currently in 
vogue may be emulated with 
some success. Watchwords 
are abundance and 
asymmetry, with florists such 
as Vic Brotherson, Jam Jar 
Flowers, Rebel Rebel and The 
Flower Appreciation Society 
offering inspiration.

FLOWERS TO USE
Traditional English flowers 
are very much part of the 
look. Think blousy peonies 
and lily of the valley, along 
with neat ranunculus, muscari 
(below), anemones, blossom 
of Viburnum opulus, and the 
earliest dreamy sweet peas. 
Meanwhile, vases need not be 
the cut glass saved for best; 
chipped ceramics, silver-plated 
sporting trophies, jam jars and 
old milk bottles hold appeal. 

PERFECT PEONIES
Follow these instructions for an 
indulgent peony arrangement. 
1. Select a vertical vase and 
place a flower frog inside to 
secure the flower stems.
2. Choose an abundant 
quantity of peonies in several 
complementary colours. Trim 
the stems to varying lengths. 
Place the three tallest stems 
in a triangle formation to 
establish the structure of the 
arrangement. Fill in the triangle 
with more peonies until the 
bouquet is lush and full.

3. With the peonies arranged, 
tuck in several stems of green 
vine, letting the tendrils droop 
over the sides and wrapping 
the vine around the base of the 
vase. Place one or two stems of 
willow branches or other green 
vine in the arrangement.
 
Project taken from Meaningful 

Bouquets by 
Leigh Okies 
and Lisa 
McGuinness, 
(Chronicle 
Books, £15.99).

Gather flowers for spring display
Many garden flowers are at their best in May and make luxurious 
arrangements when gathered in a beautiful vase

MAY - Things to Do.indd   12 13/04/2016   18:20
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leaves and remove stems. Boil for 3-4 
minutes to remove the sting. Refresh 
under cold water, drain and puree.
3. Cream butter and sugar until light and 
fluffy. Beat in the eggs, then the leaves, 
vanilla, lemon juice and zest. Sift and add 
the flour, baking powder and salt.
4. Spoon mixture into tins and bake for 
about 25 minutes. Leave 
to cool on a wire rack.
5. Cream the butter, then 
sift in the icing sugar. Beat well. 
Add the lemon zest and juice. 
Sandwich the cake together 
with the buttercream, then 
top with the remainder. 
Recipe by Kate 
Hackworthy. For more 
recipe ideas, visit  
www.veggiedesserts.co.uk

NATURE TO NOTE

Ingredients
100g raw young nettle leaves 
200g unsalted butter
150g granulated sugar
3 eggs
2 tsp vanilla extract
zest and juice of ½ lemon
250g plain flour
2 tsp baking powder
½ tsp salt

For the buttercream:
150g unsalted butter
300g icing sugar
Zest and juice of ½ lemon 

Method
1. Preheat oven to 170°C and 
line two 18cm cake tins.
2. Using gloves, wash the nettle 

With its distinguishing flashes of yellow and green, 
the greenfinch is a truly colourful character that 
can be found nesting in garden shrubs now. 

Males are the brightest in colour with a green-
yellow underpart, bright yellow wing edge and 
vibrant yellow edges on the tail. Females also 
have a yellow wing edge, but are slightly smaller 
than the males, and are browner and less striking. 
Juveniles have duller colours; they are grey-brown 
but still show the yellow wing edges.

Greenfinches are a common countryside bird 
found in woods and hedges, but they also occur 
in more populated open spaces such as farmland, 
parks, and town and village gardens and orchards.

To best appreciate greenfinch colours up close, 
put out food such as nyjer seed in the garden, but 
clean and disinfect feeders and feeding tables 
regularly to prevent the spread of trichomonosis, 
a parasitic disease. For more on accommodating 
garden wildlife, visit www.rspb.org.uk/homes 

Grasp the nettle

Green and gorgeous

Gather the youngest leaves of the nettle plant (Urtica 
dioica) to add to this delicious lemon-flavoured cake

Morning song
Spring is in full flight now, the 
dawn chorus alive with the 
song of native and migrant 
birds. Here is how to aid garden 
birds this month.

n Do your best to avoid 
disturbing nesting birds in 
trees, shrubs and hedges.

n Top up bird feeders and 
put food out on low tables for 
ground-feeding birds. Don’t, 
however, put out chunky foods 
or whole nuts, such as peanuts, 
which could choke fledglings.

n Keep the bird bath topped 
up. Bird baths need weekly 
cleaning to remove algae and 
droppings, and prevent birds 
catching diseases.
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SHOPPING

Tel: 0333 400 1500; 
www.harrodhorticultural.com

Steel fruit cage, from £276. 

Tel: 0845 608 4448; 
www.gardentrading.co.uk

Colworth herb box, £22. 

Plot to PLATE
Grow your own delicious fruit and 
vegetables this summer with the tools 
that will help deliver a bumper harvest 

£10. Tel: 01483 211320; 
www.rhsshop.co.uk

RHS Plants from Pips by Holly Farrell, 

£19.95. Tel: 0845 548 0219; 
www.annabeljames.co.uk

Gardener’s gubbins pots, 

digging spade, £29.99.  
www.kentandstowe.com

Stainless steel 

£18.95. www.yumbles.com
Pearl oyster grow kit, 

Vegetables apron, £24.50. 
Tel: 0207 734 1234; 

Seasonal Guide to Fruit and 

www.liberty.co.uk

Tel: 01476 576541; 
www.garden-gear.co.uk

Garden string line, £10. 

www.kentandstowe.com
Stainless steel hand fork, £7.99. 

£4. Tel: 0845 130 8229; 
www.tch.net

Gardener’s memo pad, 
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SHOPPING

and lawn tonic, from £5.49. 
www.maxicrop.co.uk

Maxicrop moss killer 

shears, £29.99. 
www.wilkinsonsword-tools.co.uk

Long-handled edging 

Tel: 01522 283007; 
Robomow 2016, £1,199. 

www.robomow.com

grass seed, from £5.49. 
Garden centres nationwide

Miracle-Gro all purpose 

Spreader Plus, £14.98. 
www.homebase.co.uk

EverGreen Easy 

www.wilkinsonsword-tools.co.uk
Single-hand grass shear, £14.99. 

Grass ROOTS
Keep the lawn in good shape this 
season with our pick of the best 
tools for turfed perfection

Cordless Lawnmower, £449.99. 
www.store.cobragarden.co.uk

Cobra 18” Lithium-ion 40V 

lawn rake, £30.99.
Neverbend De-Luxe 

www.spear-and-jackson.com

steel lawn edger, £19.99. 
Moulton Mill stainless 

Garden centres nationwide
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Design Iconoclast
Diarmuid Gavin’s singular garden designs have raised more than a few eyebrows 
in the past. Ahead of the Chelsea Flower Show, he reflects on previous schemes 

GARDEN PATHS

My first gardening memory is of my 
father and uncle raking the soil in the front 
garden and planting a tree in the middle of 
the lawn. It was 1971. There was not a lot 
of creativity at home so seeing other people 
gardening affected me profoundly.

I knew I wanted to be a garden designer 
when I left school. I was sold on the idea 
from a very early age.

I had free reign for the first garden I 
designed. It was in 1988, in Dublin, when 
I was studying at the National Botanic 
Gardens, Dublin. It was for a couple who 
responded to an advert that I put in the 
local newspaper. I was given an immense 
amount of freedom. 

I have remnants of past Chelsea gardens in 
my own garden in Ireland, including some 

of the ‘lollipops’ from my 2004 garden, 
Colourful Suburban Eden. All the elements 
of past Chelsea gardens have an emotive 
draw each time I look at them. I suppose 
that, in a gentle way, they take me right 
back to the original gardens.

I am most proud of the Irish Sky Garden 
I designed for Chelsea Flower Show in 
2011, because of the planting. The plants 
made the garden. I think that plants are 
overlooked in my gardens. I am in this 
game because I love plants. Ultimately it is 
the combination of plants and architecture 
that makes the garden and you need both.

When I look back on previous show 
gardens, I would have done things 
differently but it is only over time with the 
benefit of maturity that I realise I could 
have made the gardens better. 

My Chelsea garden this year is the 
Harrods Eccentric British Garden. 
The garden is very much an Arts and Crafts 
garden in the 1930s style. There will be 
Verbascum, Eremurus, Astrantia, a huge 
amount of colour. Irish plantswoman Helen 
Dillon will be helping me plant the garden 
in the final week of build up. It is a more 
understated garden but like all my Chelsea 
gardens it will put on a performance. The 
song In an English Country Garden will 
play every 15 minutes, with some of the 
plants bobbing up and down to the music.

I am looking forward to seeing people 
smile when they see the garden. That is 
what making a show garden is all about. n

Diarmuid’s 2016 Chelsea garden is inspired 
by some of the UK’s most creative minds, 
including William Heath Robinson.
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Magenta tulip 
‘Barcelona’ and dark 
‘Queen of Night’ 
spring up with 
Camassia among 
box balls and Stipa 
tenuissima.

Every year, Philippa Burroughs puts on a dazzling show at her Essex 
home, Ulting Wick. It is the result of years of practice, copious note taking 
and an instinctive ability to combine colourful tulips with thrilling results

WORDS VANESSA BERRIDGE PHOTOGRAPHS MARIANNE MAJERUS

SPRING   
SPECTACLE
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I t was philippa burrough’s good fortune 
that her Dutch godmother sent her to see 
Keukenhof in the Netherlands, where, every 
spring, some seven million tulips, daffodils 
and hyacinths fill the 32-hectare public 

gardens with colour and scent. That visit must have 
had a sub-conscious effect, believes Philippa, for 
when she and her husband, Bryan, bought Ulting 
Wick, an old Essex farmhouse in 1996, it seemed an 
obvious choice to plant thousands of tulips each year. 

Whereas Philippa’s previous plot had been a small 
patch behind a terraced house, she now owned 11 
acres of land, including woodland and meadow, on 
the edge of the River Chelmer (‘wick’ being an Essex 
word for ‘pasture’). But she had always gardened, as 
she remembers. “We would go away for weekends 
with friends in the country, and I would volunteer to 
weed their borders.”

The garden at Ulting Wick was 
mature when the Burroughs arrived, 
but full of rhododendrons and imported 
peat. “There were three island beds on 

the main lawn, so I quickly got rid of those,” says 
Philippa. She started gardening in a small way, then 
arranged for Sarah Raven to give a talk in the old 
barns, which are a feature of the property. “Sarah 
was just setting up her business then, and brought 
tulips for sale. That made me think about colour.”

Philippa has now planted up 4.5 acres as formal 
garden, although the planting is more vernacular and 
relaxed around the edges to bring the surrounding 
landscape in. Open annually to the public since 
2002, the garden sprawls down to a pond, across 
a lawn, and over to an old farmyard with barns 
and cottage away from the house. Most of it has 
been designed by Philippa, but she did call in a 
professional, Jonathan Pringle, to help with a tricky, 
wedge-shaped area. “It was a real mess when we 
arrived, with willows and a wide laurel hedge.”

What Philippa wanted was at least 
one long vista, and this was created 
here, with a view through white, pink 
and kitchen gardens, the latter framed 
by beech hedging, and out up a slight 

Above A mass of 
purple and white-
flowered honesty 
(Lunaria) surrounds 
crown imperials.
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Left The view 
through the white 
and pink colour-
themed gardens. 
Below Tulip ‘Curly 
Sue’ has delicately 
fringed petals in  
rich shades of 
magenta-purple. 
Below left One of 
Philippa’s perfectly 
orchestrated mixes, 
including tulips 
‘Ballerina’, ‘Abu 
Hassan’, ‘Daydream’ 
and ‘Lambada’. 
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ULTING WICK NOTEBOOK
Years of experience have culminated in superbly arranged tulip displays

THE PERFECT BACKDROP
The dark walls of Ulting Wick’s barn are the ideal foil for vibrant tulip colours, 
as are clumps of emerging perennials, including the bronze young leaves of 
peonies, and glaucous, succulent mounds of sedums, and the vivid lime-green 
flower heads of Euphorbia characias subsp. wulfenii.

IDEAL PARTNERS
Bergenias’ pale pink sprays 
of flower are an unusual 
partner for tulips. Their large, 
glossy ‘elephant ear’ leaves 
hide the tulips’ fading foliage 
effectively later in the year, as 
do the just-emerging leaves 
and apple green flower spikes 
of one of Philippa’s favourite 
herbaceous perennials to 
plant with her bulbs, Tellima 
grandiflora.

CALM CONTRAST
It is important to include 
counterpoint to so much 
colour, such as this huge 
copper container full of the 
oatmeal-coloured plumes of 
Stipa tenuissima. It nestles in 
the centre of a circle of lime 
green Euphorbia myrsinites, 
through which Fritillaria 
meleagris hangs its pretty, 
chequered flowers in shades 
of burgundy and white.

CONTAINERS WITH IMPACT
Philippa attributes her success with tulips in pots to keeping 
things simple by using a single variety in each pot. Here 
containers of red and yellow striped ‘Helmar’, extravagant 
orange ‘Irene Parrot’, scarlet ‘Cassini’ and maroon ‘Jan Reus’ are 
grouped in matching terracotta to create a colourful display.

COLOUR ALL OVER
Every opportunity to add more colour is taken 
at Ulting Wick, which is evident in these swathes 
of tulip ‘Lucifer’ bordering a path. Their eye-
catching red and white wispy-pointed flowers 
are set off by purple Heuchera foliage, soft grey 
Stachys and an edgy addition of blue-green 
Festuca glauca. Yellow tulip ‘West Point’ at the 
back adds bright pin-points of colour.
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incline planted with ornamental cherry trees. “This 
is really the only place which isn’t flat, so we made 
the most of it,” she says.

The old farmyard was one of the first areas to be 
developed. Climbing roses were planted to soften the 
black exterior of the barn, which gave a framework 
off which Philippa bounces colour. The tulips were 
originally all planted here, but after a few years 
virus set in. Philippa is now resting this area, and 
displaying her tulips in blocks of colour in the raised 
beds of the kitchen garden. This change has created 
further challenges, with the tulips making crop 
rotation more difficult. 

Although the kitchen garden has the densest 
concentration of tulips, the bulbs run throughout 
the garden. They appear threaded through other 
planting, including annuals and grasses, as well as 
in blocks, and in serried rows in the trial beds of the 
cutting garden near the greenhouse.

Some 6,000 tulips are planted annually by 
Philippa and her full-time gardener, Neil Bradfield. 
“November and December [planting time] are a 
nightmare,” she laughs. It is a dynamic process, for 
colour, height and type are varied every year, and 
the tulips with which she hasn’t been happy are not 
repeated. Although a few tulips are left to naturalise 
through the herbaceous beds, many are treated as 

Above Expanses of 
lawn and clipped 
box surround a 
tranquil seating area. 
Below Raised beds 
contain ranks 
of ‘Mystic van 
Eijk’, ‘Merlot’ and 
‘Survivor’ tulips.

annuals and pulled up when they have gone over. 
Now known for her displays, Philippa is sent 

tulips to try out by specialist suppliers. Often, she 
will test new ones in pots before deciding where to 
plant them the following year within her displays. 
In the growing season, she will cut individual tulips 
and walk round the garden, trying them out beside 
other tulips for effect. “I make copious notes about 
height differentials, colour, type of foliage.”

She looks for distinctive effects in different parts of 
the gardens. For example, in the kitchen garden, she 
wanted uniformity of height, so chose 50cm high, 
April and May flowerers. In one bed, she planted 
hot-coloured ‘Abu Hassan’, ‘Ballerina’, ‘Daydream’, 
‘National Velvet’ and ‘Lambada’, while in another, 
contrasting pinks and purples such as ‘Mystic Van 
Eijk’ and ‘Mistress Grey’. 

In the adjacent pink garden, the planting is more 
relaxed with tulips of varying heights and light 
and darker shades of pinks, including ‘Barcelona’, 
‘Mistress Grey’, ‘Shirley’, ‘Merlot’, ‘Mariette’ and 
the slightly later ‘Curly Sue’. Further along the axis, 
around box spirals and Euphorbia in the white 
garden, Philippa has planted ‘Angels Wish’, ‘Ivory 
Floradale’, ‘Purissima’ and ‘White Triumphator’. 

Elsewhere, there is a freer mix of colour and tulip 
type: in one path bed near the barn, she has mixed 
yellow ‘West Point’ with red ‘Ballerina’, and green 
and white viridiflora ‘Spring Green’ amid a favourite 
plant, Tellima grandiflora. Both drought and shade 
tolerant, its height and unfurling foliage in spring 
make a good foil for the tulips.

Along the front of the house are arrayed six pots 
of ‘Flaming Spring Green’. In the two flanking the 
front door, the deep red ‘Havran’ has been added 
to pick up the red streaks of the viridiflora tulip – 
together, they make a smart entrance to property. 
Nearby, in densely planted herbaceous beds, marked 
out by pillars of yew, tulips are scattered like jewels 
amid camassias, Stipa tenuissima and box roundels. 
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These include cerise ‘Barcelona’, black ‘Queen of 
Night’ and creamy white ‘Maureen’.

Philippa admits that she falls in love with a 
new tulip each year, but her favourites that are 
guaranteed annual inclusion include orangey-red 
‘Ballerina’, for its scent, upright habit and the 
reflection of light through its petals. ‘Barcelona’ is 
chosen for its vigour, ‘Survivor’ for its lovely shades 
of pink, and the long-lasting ‘Abu Hassan’, which 
changes from yellow to red and looks sensational 
when back-lit by the sun.

One thing you can be sure of is that you will never 
see quite the same display, however often you visit 
this remarkable garden, which is now a key spring 
destination in Essex. “This garden never stands 
still,” emphasises Philippa. “I like to surprise visitors 
and keep them on their toes.” n

Ulting Wick opens for the NGS on Sunday 24 April 
(11am-5pm) and Friday 29 April, Sunday 8 May, 
Friday 13 May, Sunday 11 September and Friday  
16 September (2-5pm). Ulting Wick, Crouchmans 
Farm Road, Maldon, Essex CM9 6QX.  
Tel: 01245 380216; www.ultingwickgarden.co.uk 

PHILIPPA’S ADVICE 
ON GROWING 
TULIPS IN 
CONTAINERS
The secret of gorgeous 
containers of tulips is to keep 
things simple. We use a single 
variety of bulb in each pot, 
but plant several pots of each 
one, often in different sizes. By 
planting a number of varieties 
like this, we can create lavish 
displays without too dotty an 
appearance. It also means that 
as one variety goes over, we 
can change it for a later one 
and prolong the display.

We use new, well-rotted, 
mushroom compost to prevent 
possible viral infections from 
the previous year’s bulbs. 
Half filling the pot, we add a 
generous scattering of bone 
meal and place the bulbs about 
5cm apart in concentric rings, 
down to 2cm or 3cm in the 
middle. After they are filled 
up with compost, the pots 
are positioned with careful 
consideration to where the 
light falls. Tulips such as ‘Abu 
Hassan’ are sensational when 
back-lit, for instance. 

Above Tulips ‘Queen 
of Night’, ‘Mariette’, 
‘Barcelona’ and 
‘Curly Sue’ tone 
perfectly together. 
Right ‘Spring Green’ 
and ‘Ballerina’ tulips 
contribute to more 
informal planting.
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Garden designer Angel Collins has put a distinctive stamp on the garden 
at her Warwickshire home, marrying an unusual grass parterre with 
classical features while making the most of gorgeous bucolic views 

WORDS ANNETTE WARREN PHOTOGRAPHS CLIVE NICHOLS

A SEASONAL 
HIGH NOTE
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English gardens in late spring – could 
there be a finer sight? Glorious greenery 
is yet to be tinged by summer’s harsh sun 
and the freshness of morning dew makes 
everything appear new. It is no wonder so 

many people are captivated by quintessential English 
gardens at this time of year. In leafy, landlocked 
Warwickshire, garden designer Angela (Angel) Collins 
has created a magical country garden that showcases 
some of her favourite plants.

On the cusp of three counties in a sleepy village built 
from local Hornton stone, Angel started from scratch 
when she moved to this former Vicarage six years ago 
with husband Ben. The house was previously occupied 
by the daughter of garden designer Martin Lane Fox, 
“although there was nothing much here,” Angel 
remembers. “The grounds were largely laid to lawn with 
mature trees blocking the view. I had a clear vision and 
impatiently began marking out areas one frosty morning, 
using footprints.” Her first task was the removal of a 
hornbeam hedge and overhanging branches of mature 
trees, which then opened up the glorious views west past 
the Burton Dassett Hills across the Vale of Evesham to 
the distant Malvern Hills nearly 50 miles away.  

The garden divides itself neatly into two distinct 
areas. An unusual grass parterre has been created in 
what was previously a plain pony paddock. Nearly an 
acre in size and inspired by a visit to the remarkable 
Le Jardin Plume in Normandy, the parterre is a series 
of rectangles and squares intersected by mown paths. 
Each block of meadow grass is densely planted with 
bulbs, producing successive waves of colour from April 
through to July. 

The show begins with white, multi-headed Narcissus 

Top Camassias and 
tulip ‘Queen of 
Night’ in the informal 
grass parterre.  
Above Allium ‘Mount 
Everest’ in fresh 
green and white. 
Right Angel Collins  
is fascinated by 
velvet-textured  
tulip petals.
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Above David 
Harber’s armillary 
sphere has the Vale 
of Evesham as a 
splendid backdrop  
Left Angel Collins 
among the parterre’s 
purple alliums.

‘Thalia’ and the ever-reliable and 
fragrant pheasant’s eye daffodil, 
Narcissus poeticus var. recurvus 
joyously emerging from their winter 
slumber to herald the new season.
Sweeping waves of the blue, star-
shaped flowers of Camassia leichtlinii 
subsp. suksdorfii Caerulea Group 

follow, with exclamation marks provided by the deep 
plum of Tulipa ‘Queen of Night’ and bursts of Allium 
‘Purple Sensation’. The number of bulbs required to 
create this effect is not to be underestimated, as Angel 
is eager to point out. “There are at least 2,000 bulbs 
in the grass parterre. I plant around 35-40 bulbs per 
square metre, although the exception are the Camassia 
which naturalise and spread themselves around liberally. 
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Camassias are my all-time favourite bulb, in fact you 
could say they are my desert-island flower.”

Angel has cleverly echoed this planting at the back of 
the house around the sunken lawn, which is overlooked 
by a magnificent copper beech. Here, further drifts 
of blue Camassia along with Gladiolus communis 
subsp. byzantinus and further ‘Queen of Night’ tulips 
punctuate the longer grass edging the lawn. “I adore 
the velvety petals of tulips and have always had a thing 
about velvet. Before I was a garden designer I made 
velvet and tweed coats with my friend Laura Palmer.”

The grass parterre is cut down in late July by which 
time the nearby sundial beds have taken over as the 
main interest in the garden. 
Here, surrounding a brass 
armillary sphere by David 
Harber, crescent-shaped formal 
beds overflow with another 
signature plant, the snowball-

THE OLD VICARAGE 
NOTEBOOK
Classical sculptures amid elegant planting

SUNDIAL BEDS
The sundial beds, although 
laid out in a formal pattern, 
are planted with informal 
species that overflow onto 
the lawn, ensuring a rural feel 
as they overlook the glorious 
view of the surrounding 
countryside. Later in summer, 
white spires of Sanguisorba 
albiflora steal the scene and 
are worth the wait.

GRASS PARTERRE 
‘Formal yet wild’ is the 
description that Angel gives 
her unusual grass parterre. 
Angel deliberately chose 
bulbs that would not grow 
taller than the meadow grass 
itself; the vision should be 
a chequerboard effect of 
planting combinations giving 
brushstrokes of colour across 
the meadow. 

GOLDEN PINNACLE 
Designed by David Harber, 
the steel obelisk shimmers 
in the evening sun to add 
gleaming gold hues to the 
landscape. Set against a 
backdrop of mature trees 
and shrubs, its hard edges 
add contrast to the softness 
of the planting, which in turn 
frames and accentuates the 
obelisk’s golden colouring.

SUMMER INTEREST 
The four Sunset borders 
around the obelisk are 
planted with multi-stemmed 
Prunus ‘Accolade’ which 
signal the start of spring. 
These are underplanted 
with perennials including 
Echinacea and Veronicastrum 
as well as Calamagrostis ‘Karl 
Foerster’, Geranium ‘Patricia’ 
and deep red dahlias.
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Below Drifts of 
Allium ‘Mount 
Everest’ run through 
Angel’s beds, below 
a pink-blossomed 
hawthorn tree. 
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like Allium ‘Mount Everest’. Delicate maroon 
flowers of Aquilegia vulgaris var. stellata ‘Ruby 
Port’ and the magenta flowering Cirsium rivulare 
‘Atropurpureum’ provide colourful richness to the 
planting. Angel, however, is keen to keep the garden 
fresh and continually considers new planting ideas. 
This coming summer the sundial beds are due to 
have some new additions with 
further injections of acid green 
shades. “Lime green is vital 
in a garden,” Angel explains. 
“I think Alchemilla mollis 
is overdue a comeback and I 
also love the acidic freshness 
of Euphorbia characias 
subsp. wulfenii ‘John Tomlinson’ and the delicate 
Bupleurum falcatum, a new addition which is like a 
lime green gypsophila and goes on forever.”

Beyond the sundial beds lies a towering mirrored 
obelisk, also by David Harber, which overlooks 
the landscape beyond. “The evening light reflects 
beautifully on the gold coloured obelisk which 

is softened by the hardy upright white flowering 
Eremurus himalaicus along with deep crimson 
Knautia macedonica and purple Salvia x sylvestris 
‘Mainacht’. I have also planted a wonderful, deep-
pink anemone-flowered dahlia, ‘Blue Bayou’, which 
has steely grey leaves.”

Angel’s first taste of garden design began when 
she and Ben moved into her 
childhood home in the village 
of Mixbury, in Oxfordshire. 
Here she made gradual 
changes, ever mindful of the 
fact that she was essentially 
changing her mother’s style 
of planting. Angel’s passion 

for gardening grew as her own garden evolved and 
she thus enrolled on a garden design course. “This 
was 25 years ago,” remembers Angel, adding, “after 
practicing on a few friends, I thought I ought to 
start charging.” Having studied Latin at school, the 
plant names were easy to remember and so Angel 
embarked on her first commission, a garden in 

Top Camassias 
encircle the sunken 
lawn at the back of 
the house.  
Above Allium ‘Purple 
Sensation’ is vivid 
enough to hold its 
own in the parterre.

“I had a clear vision and 
impatiently began marking 

out areas one frosty morning, 
using footprints”
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Cheshire that had originally been 
laid out by Arabella Lennox-Boyd 
and then taken on by Jane Fearnley-
Whittingstall. “I added a rill inspired 
by Geoffrey Jellicoe’s rill at Shute 
House, Dorset. I remember nervously 
handing over my drawing to the 

contractor, asking if he would be able to interpret 
my drawing, to which he replied ‘Madam, I used to 
build power stations.’” 

Angel’s aim with garden design is simple: to 
make each garden individual and beautiful. Each 
commission is approached with passion and she 
applies attention to detail using strong yet romantic 
planting incorporating classic design. “My emphasis 
is always on marrying the garden to the landscape 
and the view is the focus,” she adds. She describes 
her own garden as ‘wildish, as it is pretty rural’. 
Rural it may be, but there is no denying Angel’s 
garden is a heavenly slice of pastoral England. n

Visit www.angelacollins.co.uk for information 
about Angel’s garden design service.

Above Full beds 
of herbaceous 
perennials beneath 
the garden’s mature 
copper beech.  
Left Crimson thistle, 
Cirsium rivulare, 
adds rich colour.

ANGEL’S 
GARDEN ADVICE
n Start off dahlia tubers 
in the greenhouse in early 
spring and feed with 
tomato food once flower 
buds form for best results.

n The key to beautiful 
plants is feeding. Mulch 
your borders in winter, 
allowing worms to do 
the work, and then feed 
with a foliage feed such 
as comfrey leaves left 
to ferment in water. 
Another useful plant food 
is dried seaweed. Top-
dress everything with the 
seaweed before a rainfall.

n A spray made of old 
lemons and limes can help 
prevent box blight. Soak 
around six fruits in a bucket 
of water, then spray.

n Don’t be afraid to seek 
help. My gardener for over 
30 years, Tony Silvey, is the 
person who has made the 
garden what it is today.
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Pashley Manor celebrates tulips by planting these beautiful bulbs in 
their thousands. The carefully choreographed, colour-themed displays 
are a masterclass in how to make these bulbs look their best

WORDS TAMSIN HOPE THOMSON PHOTOGRAPHS ABIGAIL REX

A DUTCH  
MASTERPIECE 
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This spring, more than 30,000 tulips will light up 
the gardens at Pashley Manor in East Sussex, in an 
annual spectacle that attracts thousands of visitors. 
With 108 varieties in bloom, every shape and colour 
is represented, from soft cream to deep red, from the 

elegant lily shaped to the wavy ruffles of the parrot tulip.
When James and Angela Sellick moved into the Tudor manor 

house in 1981, the garden was wild and overgrown. Gradually, 
along with their friend Anthony du Gard Pasley, the renowned 
landscape architect, they created what would become an award-
winning garden and in 1992 Pashley Manor opened to the public 
for the first time. A couple of years after this, Anne Campbell 
Dixon, a journalist at The Telegraph, suggested James and Angela 
hold a festival to celebrate the 400th anniversary of tulips arriving 
in Europe from Persia.

“I said ‘but we haven’t a single tulip in the garden’. It was 
February. In the end, we bought tulips wholesale in pots,” James 
says. “The second year we had 5,000 tulips and 
it has slowly built over the years.” This year’s 
festival will be the 22nd at Pashley. “People come 
here in spring to see what we believe is the largest 
display of tulips in a private garden in England.”

The celebration of tulips requires a huge 
amount of planning, not to mention planting. 
The bulbs have for many years been supplied by 

Right Purple tulip 
‘Recreado’ with 
‘White Dream’.  
Below right Tudor 
Pashley Manor. 
Below Plum-tinted 
rose foliage matches 
with soft pink tulip 
‘Angélique’.
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Bloms Bulbs and in the beginning, Keith Boylett, who 
has worked in the garden since he was 15 and has been 
head gardener of Pashley Manor since 2002, used to cut 
out pictures from the catalogue and play around with 
them to find good combinations. Now he talks through 
the options with Angela as they walk round the garden 
before creating a digital plan for each bed. A senior 

member of the Blom family and the deputy head gardener Zena 
Chapman are involved in the planning, too.

“We have some borders where we’ll plant blocks of a single 
variety and then for contrast other beds will have a mix of 
varieties,” says Keith. “We might have 500 tulips, using 50 each  
of 10 varieties, so we can create a contrast of shades and shapes.” 

Planting begins in December and can go on into January. 
Two gardeners plant up to 2,000 tulips a day. “Clive, one of our 
gardeners, is a machine when it comes to planting tulips,” says 
Keith. “We mark out planting lines with sand and then it is like 
painting by numbers.” The bulbs are only planted 8-10cm deep 
to make it easier to remove them at the end of the season, as the 
displays are changed each year. The majority of bulbs are then 
given to charity.

Above Swathes of 
fiery coloured tulip 
‘Ballerina’ fill the hot 
borders with colour. 
Left Striped ‘Rem’s 
Favourite’ and dark 
‘Curly Sue’
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‘RED WING’ 
Produced on long stems, this 
tulip is simply sumptuous, 
producing striking red 
blooms that have a pleasing 
satin glow. They positively 
gleam in full sun and their 
fringed tips add layers of 
texture to spring displays.

‘HONEYMOON’
A group of these pure white, 
finely fringed flowers makes 
for an exquisite spring scene. 
The flowers provide a crisp 
contrast to brighter, brasher 
varieties. The lacy blooms 
warrant close inspection so 
try growing them in pots.

‘YELLOW SPIDER’
A flamboyant, lily-flowered 
form that adds an exotic twist 
to the garden in spring. Try 
pairing it with the striking 
blue flowers of grape 
hyacinths (Muscari) or sky 
blue forget-me-nots to create 
a carpet of flowers beneath.

‘LASTING LOVE’
The edges of these deep 
purple, fluted blooms are 
rimmed with a subtler shade 
of red. A superb subject for 
growing in a container and 
the blooms – borne on tall 
stems – are highly prized  
cut flowers.

NOTABLE TULIPS AT 
PASHLEY MANOR
The Pashley team pores over bulb 
catalogues for eye-catching cultivars

There are no clashing colours at 
Pashley. Each part of the garden is 
colour themed, with crisp whites in 
the garden that runs down the side 
of the house, through to purples 
and blues in the swimming pool area, and pinks in the 
rose garden. Visitors emerge from the rose garden to 
a fantastic view across the hot borders, down to the 
fields beyond. These are packed with around 9,000 
tulips in vibrant oranges and deep reds. From here it 
is possible to follow a path to the back of the house 
where borders overlooking the moat move from golden 
yellows such as ‘Gold Fever’ and ‘Oxford’ back to 
purples again. Tulipa ‘Shirley’ is a stalwart of this area. 
“‘Shirley’ is a fantastic variety. It has a yellow bud that 
changes to cream and then slowly purple infuses the 
petals. You get great value from it,” says Keith. 

“The creams and whites come first for me,” James 
says. “They have a freshness and elegance about them, 
like the mix of ‘White Triumphator’ and ‘Green Star’ 
we have in the big border outside the house.”

The reason visitors keep returning is that despite 
the familiarity of the colour themes, the displays 
always look fresh and new. “It is amazing how much 
difference changing the varieties makes,” Keith says. 
“We always have white tulips outside the house, but we 
might use lily-flowered one year and ruffled the next.”

In the rose garden the team never uses more than 

Above Golden 
chalices of tulip  
‘Big Smile’ team 
well with variegated 
Euonymus fortunei.
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four varieties of tulip. Four central, rectangular 
beds are planted with blocks of one variety, such 
as the pink, peony-flowered ‘Angélique’ and 
then the outer beds are planted with a mix. “We 
change the way we use colour by introducing 
stripes and different shapes,” Keith says. “One 
year we said we’d try the rose garden in black 
and white, but there had been a mix-up with one 
of the varieties and the whites came up yellow. It 
looked like a hazard warning zone.”

The festival runs for 16 days in late April to 
early May, so, from February onwards, there is a 
tense wait to see what the weather does. “Most 
years, the tulips oblige and flower at the right 
time,” James says. One year, when most of the 
tulips were in bud, it snowed in mid-April, to 
Keith’s horror. “I walked round the garden in the 
early morning to find all the tulips bent into ‘U’ 
shapes,” Keith says, “but then the sun came out 
and by 4pm they were all up again.” 

“In the early days, Keith was 
unpacking the bulbs and checking 
them in the catalogue and he found 
one variety that was early-flowering, 

which was no good at all,” James says. “It was 
too late to change them but Chris Blom said we 
could try to slow down the flowering by planting 
them late, deep and upside down. Every one 
came up with no stalk – 1,000 of them in the hot 
border, flowering just above the soil.”

Setbacks such as these have been rare and the 
tulip festival continues to grow in popularity. 
Each year everything has to be ready for a deluge 
of visitors. The gardeners feed all the borders in 
March and make sure the soil is pristine.

It is a vast amount of work, but there could 
not be a better introduction to spring than the 
transformation that takes place at Pashley as 
tulip after tulip creates a great wash of colour 
that sweeps through the garden and announces 
the beginning of another gardening season. n

Open Tuesday to Saturday and bank holidays 
until 30 September 2016, 11am-
5pm. Pashley Manor, Ticehurst, 
Nr Wadhurst, East Sussex TN5 
7HE. Tel: 01580 200888; www.
pashleymanorgardens.com

Above Large box 
balls provide solid 
end points for 
borders full of 
flamboyant tulips.

KEITH’S TULIP
WISDOM
Pair tulips with 
other plants for 
eye-catching 
colour 
n It is amazing what will 
occur naturally – we had 
bronze fennel growing 
up around tulips, which 
wasn’t planned and 
looked lovely. A few of 
my favourite planting 
partners for tulips 
include wallflowers, 
dark-leaved heucheras 
and forget-me-nots.
n Wallflowers are a 
classic companion 
for tulips, creating a 
froth of flowers that 
masks their stems, 
in a range of colours 
from fiery orange to 
red and purple. For 
underplanting, forget-
me-nots give you a 
choice of blue, pink or 
white and are generally 
always flowering at the 
right time. 
n A great colour 
combination worth 
trying is orange tulips 
with dark-leaved 
heucheras. I use short 
orange tulips such as 
‘Orange Princess’ that 
sit just above the dark 
leaves. I discovered it 
at home when I saw an 
orange Geum next to a 
Heuchera and so tried  
it here at Pashley using 
a tulip combination. 
n Think about 
shrubs, too. A great 
combination can be 
as simple as having 
the plain green leaves 
of a Portuguese laurel 
hedge as a backdrop to 
brilliant white tulips, or 
a variegated Euonymus 
to set off a planting of 
yellow tulips.
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PERSONAL 
STYLE 

The fanciful taste of Sir Bertram Clough Williams-Ellis is 
unmistakable in this Welsh garden. Now, 90 years after it was 
designed, a new owner is restoring it with an individual touch

WORDS SUE BRADLEY PHOTOGRAPHS JOHN CAMPBELL

The old stone path 
to the loggia is lined 
with alliums and 
irises, as well as box 
balls for extra shape 
and rhythm.

FEATURE - Broadheath.indd   47 14/04/2016   16:48



48   THE ENGLISH GARDEN  MAY 2016

A 
chance meeting on a train was the 
starting point for an Italianate-style 
garden near Presteigne that remains 
true to the vision of its designer some 
90 years after it was conceived.

Architect Sir Bertram Clough Williams-Ellis was 
yet to find fame as the man responsible for creating 
Portmeirion when he encountered some of the 
Coates sisters of Broadheath House in 1925 – the 
same year he acquired the neglected wilderness on 
the north west coast of Wales that would become the 
site for his magical Mediterranean-style village.

Nevertheless the women were suitably 
impressed by their fellow passenger and 
commissioned him to create a two-storey 
extension for their Georgian home and 
remodel their garden.

The resulting design, which suggests 
some of the features found at Portmeirion, 
makes much of the Arts and Crafts 
concept of the garden acting as an 

extension of the house, with the creation of long 
vistas to be enjoyed from both indoors and out.

At the same time, the outside space is divided into 
a series of rooms that eventually give way to the 
natural landscape beyond.

A rustic-looking loggia bridges the house and 
garden and looks onto a south-facing, walled sunken 
area into which Williams-Ellis set six flower beds, 
surrounded by paved pathways, with long borders 
running the length of the section, and a stone sundial 
providing a focal point. 

A metal gate painted in the architect’s signature 
shade of peacock blue leads from this room to the 
next, the centrepiece of which is a stone well head 
mounted on a hexagonal plinth above a circular 
stone patio, from which four paths radiate.

Less formal than the area closest to the house, this 
area contains a Magnolia and various specimen trees 
and shrubs It is bounded by a tall yew hedges.

Other rooms within the two-acre garden include a 
kitchen garden with a peach house, fruit and cobnut 

Above The south-
facing sunken 
garden is divided by 
stone paths into six 
flower beds, with  
the central sundial 
drawing the eye 
along its main vista.
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Clockwise from top 
left Variegated 
Weigela florida; a 
glimpse of the house 
through original yew 
hedging; the rows  
of fastigiate yews 
are a later addition; 
oriental poppies in 
bright red add 
bursts of cheerful 
border colour.
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orchards and a small lawn leading from a south-
facing stone terrace.

Broadheath House has changed hands several 
times since the days of the Coates sisters, yet while 
its various inhabitants have made their mark in 
particular ways – such as replacing two flower beds 
with ponds in the sunken garden, and planting rows 
of fastigiate yews and an Amelanchier walkway –
the overall impact of the original designer’s vision 
happily remains intact.

Andrea and Steve Jude knew little of the history  
of the property when they first came across it in 
2004, but instinctively knew it was a special place, 
even though they would be the first to admit they 
had little experience of gardening.

That is not to say they were not prepared to learn, 
however, and after discovering more about the link 
to Williams-Ellis, Andrea set about returning the 
garden to its former glory.

“When we realised the link, we felt a real sense 
of responsibility to bring the garden back to how he 
would have wanted it to be,” she says.

The biggest project was to revamp 
the sunken area, which involved 
improving the soil with compost and 
well-rotted manure and devising a 
planting scheme that would combine 
a sense of formality with bold 
splashes of colour.

Key to the success of this garden 
room is the use of zigzag-shaped 

Left The bottlebrush 
(Callistemon) is one of 
few exotics grown here. 
Bottom left The garden 
featuring the well head is 
surrounded by walls  
of clipped yew. 
Below Aquilegia self-
seeds for a natural feel.
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ALLIUMS EN MASSE
Massed plantings create blocks 
of colour that really draw the 
eye. Allium ‘Purple Sensation’, 
Geranium renardii, Iris pallida 
subsp. dalmatica and Astrantia 
are among the plants that 
Andrea has used to great 
effect. The geraniums, planted 
in partial shade beneath a tree, 
bring the additional advantage 
of suppressing weeds.

BROADHEATH HOUSE NOTEBOOK
Sensitive restoration is returning this enchanting garden to its Arts and Crafts heyday

BOX CLEVER
Box hedges grown in a zigzag help contain the exuberant planting within the 
sunken garden. This provides a hint of formality without making the area feel 
unduly constrained. The feature, the points of which are punctuated with box 
balls, also looks fabulous during winter. “I think using straight rows of low box 
hedging to define the beds would have made the garden look narrower,”  
says Andrea. “The zigzags seem to deceive the eye into seeing the garden  
as being wider than it actually is.”

CAREFUL CHOICES
Make an impact with shrubs 
such as Choisya x dewitteana 
‘White Dazzler’, which produces 
a profusion of snowy white and 
scented blooms in spring, with 
a second flush during summer 
and autumn, a time when other 
flowers are starting to fade. 
This shrub has a neat, rounded 
habit that makes it ideal for 
smaller gardens. Andrea has two 
planted on opposite sides of the 
sunken garden.

ATTENTION TO DETAIL
Keep gaps between paving stones looking smart and 
free from weeds so that the eye is always drawn to the 
flowers. “I weed the gaps by hand; I don’t like using 
chemicals unless I have to,” says Andrea. “Sometimes  
I go out at night with a torch to do it.”

AGEING GRACEFULLY 
Scour reclamation yards and antiques shops 
for items that complement the overall feel of 
an old garden. Andrea decided early on that a 
plastic water butt would be out of keeping at 
Broadheath House and was delighted to find this 
old wooden barrel in Burford, Gloucestershire.  
“It looks as though it has occupied its spot by 
the loggia for decades,” says Andrea.
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C   hoosing a greenhouse is all 
about the available space, style 
preferences and the particular 

features and accessories that might be 
needed for your plants – and for your own 
comfort and enjoyment. 

If, however, your idea of the perfect 
greenhouse is unashamed luxury, 
superb performance and contemporary 
aesthetics, there is no debate: the new 
Juliana Orangery is the ideal choice. 
This stylish Danish brand has been 
impressing UK gardeners since 2014 and 
the top-of-the-range orangery really is 
the epitome of Scandinavian chic. Its 
clean, contemporary lines, characteristic 
of Danish design, give it a sophisticated 
architectural style. 

With its large footprint of 15.2m², the 
Juliana Orangery provides the perfect 
space for gardening enthusiasts with an 
array of plants to tend. It also performs 
superbly even in the coldest British winter. 
In fact, Juliana is the only aluminium 
greenhouse brand endorsed by the RHS.

The Orangery’s high pitched roof 

accommodates four large roof vents 
that work with the double stable doors 
allowing for increased ventilation, creating 
a much-improved growing environment 
compared to standard greenhouse 
structures. Available in aluminium/black 
or anthracite/black, the Orangery has 
powder-coated fittings and comes with 
a 12-year frame warranty. Glazing is 
3mm full-length toughened safety glass, 
with capping throughout, which further 
accentuates the architectural look. 

All Juliana greenhouses are supported 
by a choice of accessories that aid year-
round use, from staging and shelves to 
watering and ventilation products. They 

are available in the UK from Eden Halls 
Greenhouses, one of the country’s longest 
established greenhouse manufacturers 
and distributors.

For more information including details of 
your nearest stockist, call 01242 676625 
or visit www.julianagreenhouses.co.uk

A D V E R T O R I A L

IN A LEAGUE OF THEIR OWN 

Above A sophisticated design, the Juliana 
Orangery has a footprint of 15.2m2. 
Left A stylish choice of finishes is available, 
including smart anthracite or aluminium.  
Below There’s ample room for plants inside.

Juliana greenhouses combine Scandinavian good looks with practicality and quality
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sections of box that provide year-round 
structure and interest in the company of 
more ephemeral plants. 

“I wasn’t keen on the idea of long, thin 
beds enclosed by low box hedging and 
some friends helped me come up with the 
zigzag design, which is different, looks 
great in the winter and makes the garden 
feel wider,” explains Andrea.

 “At the same time I’ve stuck to a small palette of 
colours to give a sense of cohesion to the garden,” 
Andrea adds. “I didn’t want it to be overly chaotic 
with too many different colours.”

Following in the tradition of the Arts and Crafts 
movement, Andrea has eschewed exotic plants in 
favour of species that are more commonly available, 
such as roses, alliums and hardy geraniums.

Looking after the grounds of Broadheath House 
is an endless task, help for which comes from a team 
of part-time gardeners. “I am passionate about it: we 
do work hard and I am proof that gardening is for 
everyone,” says Andrea, who previously worked in 
marketing and research.

“When we started, we wanted to do things for 

Above The peacock-
blue painted gate 
draws the eye to 
the far end of the 
sunken garden.  
Left Alliums are 
a key plant at 
Broadheath.
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immediate effect but we have had to 
learn to stop thinking like that. We 
have had to realise bringing this garden 
back to life is more a case of long term 
planning, which takes time.

“I am quite relaxed about how the 
garden looks. I just enjoy it and don’t 
get uptight about things that shouldn’t 

really be there, such as ground elder. The garden is 
all about the overall impression.

“We are very lucky to have the beautiful structure 
that Williams-Ellis put in place – it does not really 
matter what was put in afterwards. He is still very 
much the main event.” n

The garden opens for the NGS on Sunday 22 May, 
Sunday 29 May, Saturday 4 June, Sunday  
5 June and Sunday 28 August, from 10am to 6pm. 
Broadheath House, Presteigne, LD8 2HG.  
See www.broadheathhousegardens.co.uk

ANDREA’S 
SAGE ADVICE 
How to breathe life 
into an older garden 

n Do not be in a hurry to 
change things: live with the 
garden for a year or more to 
get a feel for the space and 
see what has already been 
planted. Divide perennials 
and clumps of bulbs in order 
to multiply stocks and add  
to the sense of cohesion in 
the garden.

n It is worth visiting similar 
properties or even gardens 
linked to the individuals 
who have shaped your own 
garden. Clough Williams-Ellis 
is known for Portmeirion, 
the village in north-west 
Wales, but his home at Plas 
Brondanw is also open to  
the public.

n Become a garden 
detective: seek old 

photographs of the garden 
to establish how it looked in 
the past. Take a close look 
at existing original features 
to see exactly what they 
reveal. Scratching through 
layers of old paint showed 
us that Clough Williams-
Ellis’s signature shade of 
peacock blue – said to 
have been inspired by a 
cigarette packet – was used 
extensively in the garden. 
That was very insightful.

n Accept that some weeds 
have had many years to gain 
a stronghold in some areas of 
the garden, especially when 
they are growing among 
established shrubs and trees. 
These can either be dealt 
with using weedkillers (take 
care chemicals do not spread 
to other plants), or removed 
as far as possible by hand. 
Wild flowers did have a place 
within the gardens of the 
Arts and Crafts period. 

n Seek out good 
craftsmanship: look for 
garden furniture that is well 
made from quality materials. 
In our garden, this reflects 
the desire of the Arts and 
Crafts movement to steer 
away from mass-produced 
items and celebrate unique 
handmade or gently worn 
pieces for the garden in  
their place. 

Below Bold 
hydrangea flowers.  
Bottom left Yellow 
dots of Meconopsis 
cambrica in borders. 
Bottom right Violet-
veined blooms of 
Geranium renardii.
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Available from all good  
garden centres

W W W . B U R G O N A N D B A L L . C O M

OUTSTANDING 
QUALITY  

GARDEN TOOLS
Endorsed by the 

Royal Horticultural 
Society and  

guaranteed for life

Lifetime Guarantee on all  
RHS endorsed stainless tools



www.jim-lawrence.co.uk
Call: 01473 826945

VISIT OUR NEW POP-UP BARN AT RHS CHELSEA FLOWER SHOW 
Bringing a slice of the Suffolk countryside to London this May 

Stand 399 Pavilion Way

http://www.jim-lawrence.co.uk


C H E L S E A
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IT’S SHOW TIME
Take a first look at this year’s RHS Chelsea Flower Show 
as leading garden designers reveal their best work yet
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A LWAYS AN EVENT WHERE HORTICULTURE 
amazes and entertains, Chelsea Flower 
Show is perhaps the fi nest jewel in the 
gardening calendar’s crown. This year sees 

Bowden Hostas create the Great Pavilion’s largest 
exhibit, Chris Beardshaw unveil a garden that will 
have a permanent home on the roof of Great Ormond 
Street Hospital and Matthew Wilson recreates York 
Minster in a garden. Discover the story behind the 
prominent plants and features that everyone will be 
talking about once the show is in full swing.
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P eople will inevitably compare our 
display on the Monument site in the 
Great Pavilion to the Hillier displays 
that occupied that position for so many 
years. Our exhibit will be an interactive 

space that you can walk through. I came up with the 
idea for it so I’m prepared to take the plaudits and 
the brickbats in equal measure.

We have two fern experts, two bamboo experts, 
and a plant collector on board with us. The theme is 
A Plant Collector’s Journey, so I thought we needed 
a vehicle as part of the display. I thought of using 
an Orient Express train carriage, so I rang up the 
train owners, Belmond, and they said they had been 
thinking of being at Chelsea for some time.

The train carriage we’re using, Zena, is from the 
sister train to the Orient Express and it is being taken 
out of service for two weeks – the longest amount of 

time for which it has ever been taken out of service.
Moving a train to the showground sounds stressful 

but it lives in Battersea, less than a mile away from 
Chelsea so it shouldn’t be. Unfortunately it can’t go 
over Chelsea Bridge so it has to be taken up the M25 
and down the M4 – a round trip that will take seven 
hours. It will take another three and a half hours to 
unload it at the showground.

It is no good just plonking a train in the middle of 
an exhibit though. We have divided the display into 
Platform 1 and Platform 2, which will have distinct 
areas of planting. Platform 1 will be cottage garden 
style and Platform 2 will feature ferns and orchids, 
like a jungle walkway. The rare fern book, from 
1705, Traité des fougères de l’Amerique will be on 
display too, housed under bulletproof glass. 

I like to do things differently. Hopefully it will be 
exciting and create a bit of a stir.

KEY PLANTS
Tree ferns from 
New Zealand will be 
unmissable, forming 
part of what will be 
the biggest marquee 
display in the history 
of the show. They will 
be complemented by 
bamboos and hostas.

All Change At Chelsea
Tim Penrose of Bowden Hostas explains how he plans to  
take the Great Pavilion’s Monument site by storm

BOWDEN HOSTAS
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Creating a herb garden at Chelsea is the 
culmination of 23 years exhibiting 
at the show. I have always wanted 
to do a show garden and relish the 
opportunity to show herbs in a 

garden setting. Herb show gardens are somewhat 
of a rarity at Chelsea; the last one was designed 
more than 20 years ago by Simon Hopkinson of 
Hollington Nurseries. Simon was awarded a Gold, 
so I have much to live up to.

The great difference between a floral exhibit and a 
show garden is that the attention to detail is applied 
differently. In the floral marquee, every flower and 
every leaf has to be perfect – as well as creating a 
good display that is pleasing to the eye and correctly 
planted. Plants in show gardens are immaculate 
but they do not have to be perfect because they are 
positioned outside, in the elements.

For a show garden, design is all about height, 
texture, colour and features across the entire space. 
You need to consider how it will look in years to 
come and ensure it meets the client’s brief. In my 
case, the client is the St. John’s Hospice and the 
garden will be relocated to the Hospice in London. 
For this garden, therefore, my focus is very much 

on ensuring that it will provide that much needed 
tranquil space for the patients and their families.

Virtually all the plants in the garden have been 
scientifically proven to be of benefit to mankind. 
That is what I am most proud about. I hope people 
will look at the plants differently, and take away just 
how important they are to our every day life. For 
example Crataegus monogyna, commonly known as 
hawthorn, is familiar to many, but many won’t know 
that an infusion of the flowers can help improve 
aspects of heart and circulatory function. I’m told I 
have a strong heart, and I believe that is because  
I grew up eating hawthorn leaves in sandwiches, or 
as we called it ‘bread and cheese’. 

Yew, Taxus baccata, is another example. It 
contains taxol, which is used for the treatment 
of many cancers, especially ovarian and breast 
cancer. Beetroot is another. Beetroot is not just 
a super vegetable known to be high in vitamins 
and antioxidants, but has also long been used 
medicinally to detoxify the liver. Plants can survive 
without us, but we, and this planet, cannot survive 
without plants.

A Herbal Heaven
More used to creating floral exhibits in the Great Pavilion, 
Jekka McVicar builds her first show garden this year

A MODERN APOTHECARY

MAY 2016  THE ENGLISH GARDEN   59

KEY PLANTS
Pot marigolds will 
provide vibrant colour, 
while yew will be 
essential in forming the 
structure of the garden. 
The beds will contain 
many varieties of mint 
thyme and oregano.
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T he sculptures in my Meningitis Now 
garden are pushing the boundaries 
of what is possible technically. 
They are based on 3D scanned 
images of five of the charity’s young 

ambassadors, which are being turned into dramatic 
cedar sculptures. An exact likeness will be cut out 
of a block of wood, constructed from hardwood ply 
sheets, from Silva Timber, laminated together. 

The figures will be finished by hand and then 
sealed to bring out the rich colours in each layer. The 
final sculpture depicting the oldest girl will be based 
on Lauren Booth, who is 16 years old. Meningitis 
left Lauren with brain damage, hearing loss in one 
ear and cerebral palsy which has created balance 
difficulties. Meningitis Now funded the purchase 
of bikes for her and she is now hoping to go to the 
Paralympics in Rio de Janeiro this year.

I like to push the boundaries with my designs. At 
Chelsea you have to design something noticable that 
people will remember. The garden will contain a 
large Cornus controversa ‘Variegata’ which I spotted 
in a field when looking for plants in Italy. At the time 
I had no idea who owned the field but I managed to 
track down the owner and have been able to dig up 
three for possible use in the garden. They are less 
manicured than those you see in nurseries, which 
tend to be grown on a single stem, so they should 
look natural in the garden.

The style of the garden is quite traditional but 
with many layers. It has a theme of a Cotswolds 
country garden because the charity is based there 
and this is where the first recorded case of meningitis 
was found, in Stroud, Gloucestershire. There will 
be beautiful perennial borders on either side and 
hopefully, after a first sight of the garden, visitors 
will be drawn in to the details and become more 
emotionally involved.

The central stone tableau in the garden is 
being made by internationally renowned sculptor 
Thompson Bagnall and will depict the Greek god 
of medicine, Asclepius, and his five daughters. 
Chilstone is creating the Greek temple-style roof, 
tiled with reclaimed stone slates. It will also contain 
a bench bearing the charity’s motto ‘Believe and 
Achieve’. There are two walls on either side of the 
tableau, dividing the garden into two separate areas 
of planting. The two parts represent the disease and 
then the recovery from it. 

I first visited Chelsea Flower Show as a student in 
the 1990s, and in later years I helped plant up trade 
stands at the show. I was a late starter to designing at 
flower shows, and began at Tatton Park Flower Show 
10 years ago, where I was awarded a Best in Show. 
This gave me a platform to approach sponsors for 
Chelsea gardens. It is the aim of everybody in garden 
design, but you do have to a be a bit mad to make  
a Chelsea garden. 

Sculpture to Savour
John Everiss creates a moving garden with eye-catching 
sculpture and abundant herbaceous perennials

MENINGITIS NOW – FUTURES GARDEN

KEY PLANTS
Perennials in pastel 
shades, from white to 
dark purple, will make 
up the colour scheme. 
Instrumental in this 
will be a mixture of 
catmints (Nepeta) and 
lavender. Contrasting 
shades of orange will 
be provided by geums 
and Welsh poppies.
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Chelsea Physic Garden

Long established as the leader in all matters horticultural 
and based at the historic Chelsea Physic Garden

BOOK NOW FOR SEPTEMBER 2015
DIPLOMA COURSES
One Year Good Gardening Diploma – A Planting Design Course
September 2015 – June 2016
Covers the best in planting design while training in the more 
serious aspects of horticultural techniques (1 day a week (Tues), 
10am–3.15pm, over three 10 week terms).

10 WEEK INTENSIVE GARDEN DESIGN DIPLOMA 
January – March 2016
Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including 
TWO real design projects and CAD tuition. (3 days a week in school, 
10am-3.15pm, plus 2 days homework)

GARDEN MAKERS DAY
October 2015

Distance Learning Courses - study anytime, anywhere in the world. 
1-3 years to complete.

GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN
A step by step guide to designing your own garden: drawing up 
plans, hard landscaping, site analysis, planting etc. Taught through 
a comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post.

For full details, dates, prices visit our website 
www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk
Tel: 020 7352 4347

Garden of Rosemary Alexander, Principal EGS
Sandhill Farmhouse, Hampshire

Not sure which course is for you? Come along 
to an Information Session to fi nd out more.

© Marianne Majerus

The English Gardening School_B634393_2mg.indd   1 02/07/2015   17:03

ONE YEAR GOOD GARDENING DIPLOMA COURSE
September 2016 – June 2017
Covers the best in planting design while training in the more serious aspects of  
horticultural techniques.  Working sessions at Sissinghurst with head gardener 
Troy Smith and lectures by many leading gardening personalities. Regular visits to 
outstanding private gardens. 
(1 day a week (Tues), 10.00am–3.15pm, over three 10 week terms)

10 WEEK INTENSIVE GARDEN DESIGN  
DIPLOMA COURSE
January – March 2017
Covers all you need to know in this diverse subject, including TWO real design 
projects and CAD tuition. Drawing skills, estimating, plant knowledge, water 
features, garden lighting and visits to the work of  leading designers with Rosemary 
Alexander and other tutors.
(3 days a week in school,10.00am-3.15pm, plus 2 days homework)

GARDEN DESIGN & CARING FOR YOUR GARDEN
Distance Learning Courses - study anytime, anywhere in the 
world.  A stepping stone to a new career.
These two courses are a step by step guide to either designing your own garden 
or learning how to plant and maintain an existing garden: drawing up plans, hard 
landscaping, site analysis, planting, month by month tasks etc. Taught through a 
comprehensive course book, with projects submitted by post.
1-3 years to complete and individual assessment.  

Long established as the leader in all design and gardening tuition 
and based at the unique and historic Chelsea Physic Garden

Not sure which course is for you? Come along to an 
information session to see our location and find out more. 
www.englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Email: info@englishgardeningschool.co.uk 
Tel: 020 7352 4347

10% DISCOUNT off both our Diploma Courses 
if we receive your deposit by end of May 2016.

The NaTioNal TrusT GreeNhouse ColleCTioN
  

www.alitex.co.uk     01730 826900
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A Hospital Garden
Chris Beardshaw’s show garden will have a permanent 
home on the roof of Great Ormond Street Hospital

THE MORGAN STANLEY GARDEN FOR 
GREAT ORMOND STREET HOSPITAL

M any Chelsea gardens feel pre-
fabricated, being dismantled so 
soon after being built. This feels 
like a permanent garden because 
straight after the show closes it 

will be moved to a roof-top site at Great Ormond 
Street Hospital (GOSH), where it will be a refuge for 
parents and staff. It has been designed specifically 
for the hospital site and the show almost feels like a 
tangent to the primary purpose of the garden.

Although the site at GOSH is larger than the 
show garden, all the material from the Chelsea 
garden will be carried over to the site where it will 
be supplemented with additional planting, terraces, 
hedges and screens. The roof it is moving to receives 
little natural light, so the challenge is to give the same 
delight and visual effect without relying on colourful 
sun-loving plants. I’ve used woodland plants such 

as ferns, hostas and Kirengeshoma palmata. It is a 
garden of contemplation; as soon as most colours are 
removed from a garden, the overall effect becomes 
much more subtle.

A large rill in the middle of the garden will reflect 
the underside of the tree canopy, so the longer the eye 
lingers on the garden, the more the visitor will see. 
This effect is only achieved in gardens with a reserved 
colour scheme. There is also a 3.4m tall hornbeam 
hedge on the east side of the Chelsea garden, which is 
being used as a screen. At GOSH this hedge will be 
replaced with shrubs and pleached limes. 

In the early days of visiting Chelsea I didn’t think 
I would return to the show as a designer. I was 
adamant I wanted to be a grower. I was working in 
nurseries and it wasn’t until I started to play around 
with arrangements of plants at wholesale plant 
shows that I realised the positive emotional effects 
that can be created when garden plants are arranged 
in a certain way.

KEY PLANTS
Kirengeshoma palmata  
is an elegant, large-
leaved woodland 
perennial with delicate 
spires of tubular yellow 
flowers. Ferns and 
hostas will form a lush 
blanket in the shade 
beneath trees.
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Woodpecker Joinery (UK) ltd
“Putting the wood
                        back into Greenhouses” 100% British made

Visit 
our

stand 
AR692

Manufacturers of High Quality British Hand Made Cedar Garden Buildings

www.woodpecker-joinery.co.uk
Tel:01889 562 610

Free Installation and Delivery to Mainland UK
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Ever since I was 12 sitting in bed reading 
John Brookes’ Garden Design I’ve 
known that making a garden at the 
Chelsea Flower Show was what I 
wanted to do. I’m honoured to be 

taking part in the show this year designing the 
garden for Winton Capital. My first visit was when  
I was 19. I was overwhelmed by the spectacle and  
I really took the show to my heart.

A copper band, etched with different algorithms 
will run through the garden. The algorithms will 
mathematically describe bark growth, cellular 
expansion and other fundamental plant growth 
functions. The copper band will sweep around the 
garden and form a bench, then a handrail leading up 
sweeping oak stairs to a belvedere. The band then 
becomes a deep planter, which wraps around the top 
of the belvedere and overflows with trailing plants 
such as Aristolochia and Parthenocissus. 

The RHS prefers the plants to be relevant to the  
context of where the garden is sited. Because I’m 

head gardener at the Chelsea Physic Garden, I’m 
aware of what can be grown in London. London is 
warmer than other regions, so I’m using plants that 
wouldn’t be considered hardy in some parts of the 
country. Last year Matt Keightley had a cork oak 
(Quercus suber) in his Chelsea show garden and 
some thought he was pushing the ticket of what 
can be grown but there has been one in the Chelsea 
Physic Garden for more than 60 years.

I’m using a special aloe, Aloe polyphylla from 
Lesotho. It grows in gravel in the wild and is baked 
in summer but it is exposed to icy winters. It is a 
challenging plant to grow but I have seven ready. 
There will be around 15 plants in the garden that  
I haven’t seen at Chelsea in the past 10 years.

At last year’s show I helped plant Jo Thompson’s 
garden and I saw how exceptional some professional 
planters are. They have the ability to hover over a 
meadow and tweak a flower without treading on a 
single petal. Delicacy and precision are needed, so  
I have three ninja planters flying in from Tokyo.

Maths Meets Plants
Building a garden at the show fulfils Chelsea Physic 
Garden head gardener Nick Bailey’s childhood dream

THE WINTON CAPITAL BEAUTY 
OF MATHEMATICS GARDEN

KEY PLANTS
Aloe polyphylla is also 
known as the spiral 
aloe and hails from 
mountainous regions  
of Lesotho in Southern 
Africa. Once the plant 
has formed around 
seven leaves, it starts 
to create a dramatic 
spiral effect; a truly 
amazing piece of 
living sculpture. Other 
notable plants include 
wire netting bush 
(Corokia virgata) and 
Chilean myrtle (Luma 
apiculata).
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I’m deeply honoured to be participating in this 
year’s show. I know the RHS receives many 
entries, so I am delighted they have allowed 
me to exhibit. I wanted to design something 
new for Chelsea this year, but doing so has 

presented its challenges.
There will be a sculptural wood-panelled water 

wall in the garden I have designed. Wood is not the 
perfect material for water features because it absorbs 
moisture and changes shape. A feeling of tranquillity 
and attention to detail are paramount, however, so 
I am working with engineered wood that has been  
specially treated so it won’t warp or rot.

I am always inspired by architectural statements 
that are bold and daring on buildings, and I wanted 
to bring this audacity to the garden, too. Pergolas are 

such a versatile and interesting way to add height  
and texture to a garden, but I don’t see why they  
always have to have legs on both sides. I’ve been 
working closely with engineers and joinery 
specialists to achieve a 5.5m cantilevered structure.

I’m really lucky to have LG as a sponsor. They are 
lending me some brand new technology to use in the 
garden. Lighting and irrigation can be controlled 
remotely, while I can keep an eye on the nutrient and 
moisture levels in the soil around the plants.

I’ve based my palette on the colours of white, beige 
and black in order to give a strong, contemporary 
aesthetic. I’m very much looking for a ‘decorated’ 
feeling. But in order to keep it stylish, I’m employing 
pale tones of blues and pinks to soften the contrast 
and make the experience more subtle and spacious.

A Modern Touch
Technology and clever engineering will give  
Hay Hwang’s remote control garden the edge

LG SMART GARDEN

KEY PLANTS
The pale pink iris 
‘Beverly Sills’ and the 
iris ‘Jane Phillips’ in 
pale purple (above) 
are essential in Hay’s 
plan. They add a soft 
and stylish contrast 
to the harder edged, 
contemporary feel of 
the garden.
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Readyhedge instant hedging is
now available ready-spaced in
our unique Readybags, specially
designed for even easier
handling and planting.

Introducing the hedge in a handbag.

RH 'Handbag' English Garden half-page:Layout 1  28/7/15  17:40  Page 1

BY APPOINTMENT 
TO HRH THE 

PRINCE OF WALES  
SUPPLIER OF 

TERRACOTTA POTS

THE WORLD’S MOST EXCLUSIVE  
COLLECTION OF CRETAN  

TERRACOTTA POTS

The Barns, East Street, Turners Hill,  
West Sussex, RH10 4QA 

01342 714793   potsandpithoi.com

CERAMICS ANTIQUES WATER FEATURES MEDITERRANEAN CAFÉ
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I would describe my garden this year as 
‘contemporary Medieval’. I’ve taken 
inspiration from York Minster, starting with 
the east window, which is an amazing thing. 
I’ve been able to view the individual panels 

of the window from scaffolding and it is the most 
amazing piece of 600-year-old art.

The replica of the window in the garden will be 
3.3m high and 4.5m wide, then there is a secondary 
free-standing window, 2.3m high and 1.5m wide. 
Fitted with stained glass, both will constantly cast 
coloured light through the garden.

The series of beds in the garden has been planted 
to replicate the colours of the stained glass. Silvers 
have been easy to replicate through plants with silver 
foliage and there will be plenty of bearded iris – their 
opulent flowers have a jewel-like quality that you see 
in the colours of the window.

The furniture of the church will be indicated by 
1.2m square cubes of yew and box, stone benches 

and blocks of timber. Medieval churches didn’t have 
pews so much of the ‘furniture’ inside them would 
have been tombs.

There will be an area of woodland planting and  
I have chosen four multi-stemmed hawthorns for the 
garden, which I think are quite Medieval-looking, 
if it is possible for a plant to look Medieval. I like 
trees that aren’t ‘perfect’. Most of the trees in show 
gardens at Chelsea are clean and pristine, but I prefer 
to see trees that have something quirky about them, 
such as a crooked stem or a branch growing in an 
unusual direction. 

When I worked for the RHS from 2000 to 2009, it 
was a case of ‘RHS staff don’t make gardens at the 
shows’ and I looked upon the designers at Chelsea 
Flower Show with a mixture of awe and pity.

I always said it would be an amazing thing to do 
but it seemed mega-stressful for the designers. I used 
to think to myself ‘do I really want to do that?’ Of 
course, when the opportunity came up last year, (the 
Royal Bank of Canada garden, awarded a silver-gilt 
medal) I accepted it straight away. n

GOD’S OWN COUNTRY – A 
GARDEN FOR YORKSHIRE

Chelsea’s Cathedral
Matthew Wilson’s garden draws inspiration from the 
best of Yorkshire, recreating elements of York Minster

KEY PLANTS
Quirky trees will feature 
in the garden, and as 
well as multi-stemmed 
hawthorn (Crataegus) 
there will be two 
rare oaks: Quercus 
‘Hemelrijk Silver’ and 
Quercus pubescens.
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Discover what other 
designers have in 
store for Chelsea and 
the show’s exciting 
new plants at www.
theenglishgarden.
co.uk

FEATURE - Chelsea.indd   69 15/04/2016   09:42

http://www.theenglishgarden
http://www.theenglishgarden


70   THE ENGLISH GARDEN  MAY 2016

DESIGN GUIDE | EDINBURGH GARDEN

Design Guide_May.indd   70 13/04/2016   18:02



MAY 2016  THE ENGLISH GARDEN   71

T ucked behind one of the most elegant 
terraces in Edinburgh is a garden 
that has been designed to be inviting, 
regardless of time of day or season 
of the year. Its owners were clear 

that they wanted somewhere that would draw them 
outside all year round and at any hour. “Late at night 
they like to switch on the garden lights and sit around 
the lily bowl,” says designer Carolyn Grohmann who 
was commissioned to turn this awkwardly shaped 
space into a proper garden with year-round colour 
and space for vegetables to grow.

The garden is long and narrow and it sits at a 
sharp angle to the house, finishing in a point at the 
far end. This, however, was less of a problem than 
the rubble that had accumulated while the house 
was being renovated and the fact that neighbouring 
householders had planted the edges of the narrow 
lane – which provides the only access to the garden – 
with a profusion of flowers.

“We did finally manage to manoeuvre a mini 
digger onto the site without mishap,” she says. 
Rather than attempt to disguise the boundaries, 
Carolyn based her design on a sectional slice of a 
flower, with petal-shaped beds radiating from the 
terrace. On the terrace she placed a large lily bowl, its 
surface a perfect reflecting mirror, its exterior rusted 

Designer Carolyn Grohmann turned 
this tricky townhouse site into a 
garden for all seasons

Northern 
Soul

WORDS AGNES STEVENSON 
PHOTOGRAPHS ANDREA JONES
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to a warm shade of ochre, and she surrounded it with 
a low wall topped with scorched oak to create  
a curved seating area.

Deeper into the garden, raised beds were made 
from woven rebar, the reinforcing rods used in 
construction and road building. With its resemblance 
to willow, woven rebar gives the appearance of a 
natural material but has the advantage of longevity. 
“Raised beds need to be big enough not to dry out 
quickly, so here they are substantial and packed with 
plants, which helps to keep down weeds and reduces 
evaporation from the soil surface,” says Carolyn.

The planting is gloriously romantic, a heady 
palette of perennials such as Primula japonica ‘Apple 
Blossom’ and the peony ‘Claire de Lune’, interspersed 
with grasses including Stipa tenuissima and 
Carex elata ‘Aurea’, above which fine-leaved Acer 
palmatum ‘Osakazuki, Cercidiphyllum japonicum 
and other small trees of delicate habit cast only a 
tracery of shade.

Growing plants in substantial beds creates useful 
height; when the rush of new growth gets going in 
spring, the garden quickly disappears behind a lacy 
screen of flower and foliage, making a trip to the 
beehive-shaped compost bins at the far end of the 
garden feel like a journey of discovery.

These bins and the exterior door that leads to 

Right Rather than 
resisting them, Carolyn 
employed the textures 
and colours of the 
Edinburgh brick walls 
surrounding the garden, 
and arrived at a finely 
tuned, cohesive space.  
Far right Circular design 
elements soften the 
angles in the the garden. 
Below right The autumn 
leaves of Cercidiphyllum 
japonicum smell of burnt 
sugar as they fall.  
Below Generously 
proportioned raised 
beds contain perennials, 
a mini-meadow of 
wildflowers and 
handsome kale ‘Cavolo 
Nero’ plants
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Left Nasturtiums and 
cosmos are quick 
growing annuals for 
adding a fullsomeness.  
Below Hot-coloured 
cushions pick out the 
splashes of natural 
colour found throughout 
the garden. 
Bottom Purple climbing 
French beans add 
elegance to bamboo 
wigwams.

the lane have been painted black to tone with the 
scorched oak. The garden furniture, from Fermob, is 
also black, which brings some cohesion to the design.

When she surveyed the garden, Carolyn was struck 
by the beauty of the high walls that surround it, so 
she had these repointed, recessing the sand-coloured 
mortar so that each stone block stands slightly proud. 
“In Scotland, because of the long hours of summer 
daylight, garden lighting isn’t always essential but 
here I’ve used subtle up-lighters to bring out the 
beauty of the walls.”

This is another reason why she hasn’t also 
smothered the walls in climbers, preferring instead to 
use them as a decorative foil for well-spaced trees and 
shrubs. The end result is a delicate balance between 
contemporary design and traditional garden elements 
that looks good in every season and in all weathers. 
It has, in all ways, achieved a sense of harmony. 
Carolyn says: “The clients love the garden and relish 
spending time in it but they also appreciate the fact 
that, despite the complexities of access, we managed 
to keep all of their neighbours happy.”

FACT FILE

n Designer Carolyn Grohmann, Secret 
Gardens. Tel: 07796 457537;   
www.secretgardensdesign.co.uk;

n Garden built by design and build 
company Water Gems.  
Tel: 01313 17 8585; www.watergems.co.uk

n Plants supplied by Binny Plants. Tel: 
01506 858931; www.binnyplants.com

n Scorched oak bench by cabinet maker 
Michaela Huber. Tel: 01316 609534; 
www.michaela-huber.co.uk

n Lily Bowl water feature from Urbis, 
outdoor accessory designers. Tel: 01759 
373839; www.urbisdesign.co.uk

n Garden lighting by Mark Dunion 
Outdoor Electrical. Tel: 07973 343844; 
www.mgdelectrical.co.uk

n Stonemasonry by Jorge de Sousa.  
Tel: 07529 344520; http://jbgraphics.
wix.com/jorgesite

n Sandstone slabs and Cedec by CED. 
Tel: 01708 867237; www.ced.ltd.uk

n Beehive compost bins supplied by 
Cheshire Wood. Tel: 01829 741437;  
www.cheshirewood.co.uk 

n Black table and chairs by Fermob.  
www.fermob.com
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Design Details
Woven rebar
The raised beds are made from rebar – the 
reinforcing rods used by the construction industry – 
that has been woven to resemble willow. “Aside from 
how it looks, the advantages of using rebar is that 
it has a very narrow profile and can be used around 
mature trees without disturbing their roots. It can 
be shaped into any form and in the eight years that 
I’ve been using it I’ve yet to see it change colour or 
degrade in any way,” Carolyn says.

Surfaces
“The sawn sandstone on the terrace was chosen 
to match the polished limestone of the interior 
floor surface,” says Carolyn. “I chose to use pink 
Cedec gravel for the paths because it tones in with 
Edinburgh sandstone.”

Scorched oak
The bench is formed from oak heartwood that has 
been scorched to create an all-weather surface that 
doesn’t leach tannins onto the patio. “The scorching 
also gives it a very deep hue and makes it extremely 
tactile,” adds Carolyn.

Design framework
The garden has been shaped like a petal, a motif 
which can be seen from the upstairs windows. It 
skews away from the house at an angle but Carolyn 
aligned the patio with the back of the house. A 
multi-stemmed Cercidiphyllum fills the sharp corner 
at the far end of the garden, where surrounding walls 
help concentrate its autumn fragrance.

Above Woven rebar 
gives the raised beds the 
look of willow but will 
last for years. 
Below right A scorched 
oak seat on top of a low, 
sinuous wall creates a 
stylish seating area next 
to the house.  
Below left A central lily 
bowl is a perfect focal 
point on the terrace.

Planting
The planting is lush and begins with spring bulbs. 
Grasses add year-round interest. The box balls are 
extra-large and make a foil for the frothiness of the 
flowers and foliage. Flowers come in succession, and 
some, such as Geranium ‘Rozanne’ will keep going 
right through to November. 

Shed
“We could have gone for something contemporary 
but the client specified a ‘man cave’, so I designed a 
traditional shed made from Scottish larch and cedar 
shingles. I specified that it should be extra-high 
because my client is very tall,” says Carolyn.

Trees
The trees, which include Malus ‘Evereste’ and 
Amelanchier ‘Robin Hill’, have been chosen to give 
year-round interest, either with blossom, fruit or 
autumn colour. All are suitable for a small garden. n
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That might be a rather cheesy pun, but the sentiment is quite 
sincere - hopefully it will get your attention, you may read on, then 
I can tell you a little about the difference a deck can make to you?
With the heady promise of long hot summer days, our thoughts 
readily turn to making the most of our outside space. I don’t think
I’m alone in wanting to get projects sorted, so I can get the hard work 
out of the way and then be outside relaxing and enjoying the better 
weather. This is exactly what spurred me on to get a decking project 
underway last March.
I had an area at home leading out to the back garden from two sets 
of French windows. It was rather depressing and dingy, especially as 
this was what you saw from the house and the first thing that you 
saw when stepping outside. Not a great first impression!
My plan was to consolidate the two areas adjacent to the doors, 
cover over some old concrete, take out old decking tiles and remove

What a difference a
deck makes...

To enter the free prize draw and be in with a chance to win £300 of 
Jacksons vouchers simply log on to your dedicated page, address 
below and follow the easy instructions on how to enter.  The draw 
closes 30.6.16.  To enter go to: www.jacksons-fencing.co.uk/lifestyle

For info on any of Jacksons 
products or brochures please call 
0800 408 4733 to talk to your 
local Jacksons Fencing Centre.

Win £300 
of Jacksons
vouchers...

ADVERTISEMENT FEATURE

Jacksons Fencing 
News, topical treats and more...

a rockery. By covering it with an L shaped deck, there would be 
room for a small bistro style table set - this part of the garden gets 
morning sun, so it will be lovely for weekend breakfasts. There would 
also be room for a storage box, planters for fruit trees and decorative 
planting. All in all, a much better use of space. We managed to get 
this completed well before Easter, which was great because it meant 
other weekends could be spent doing the nice stuff like sourcing 
plants, pots and prettying up other parts of the garden.
This was a fairly simple use of deck, but there’s so much more that it 
can do. The example below shows how it can make sloping ground 
useable - as you can see there was quite a drop from the back of this 
house to the grass, which previously had some concrete steps down 
to the lawn. The decked area is now level with the house, enabling the 
occupants to enjoy a large raise deck perfect for dining and relaxing.
It must be said that when committing to a project like this you 
would want the materials to last, so it’s well worth investing in 
Jacksons deck boards, which like all their timber products are 
guaranteed for 25 years. If you go to your dedicated web page  
www.jacksons-fencing.co.uk/lifestyle there are links to info on 
decking to help you find out more. 
louise@jacksons-fencing.co.uk
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In 2014, The English Garden 
was left a large sum of money 
by a reader in her will, as a 
thank you for all the joy and 
knowledge she had gained 

from reading the magazine. This act 
of kindness gave The English Garden 
the opportunity to launch the The 
English Garden Future Fund, an 
annual bursary scheme for aspiring 
garden designers. This year, in 
conjunction with the Inchbald School 
of Design, the winner of the Future 
Fund will be given the chance to study 
Inchbald’s One Year Online Diploma 
in Principles and Practices of Garden 
Design, with course fees paid.

As well as gaining this prestigious 
qualification, the winner will help 
build a garden at Chelsea in 2017, take 
part in a work experience placement at 
a garden design practice, and network 
with the best in the industry.

To prove you have what it takes, 
sketch a design for a small London 
roof garden. Your entry will go before 
our judges to be shortlisted, then it 
will be over to the gardening public 
to vote for the scheme they think is 
most deserving. The winner will be 
announced in September. For more 
information or to make a donation to 
the fund, email theenglishgarden@
chelseamagazines.com IM
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Win a New Career
Don’t miss out on the chance to win The English Garden 
Future Fund bursary for 2016 and launch a sparkling 
new career in garden design with an Inchbald course

FUTURE FUND

TERMS AND CONDITIONS If your application is successful, 
you agree to the terms and conditions, which can be 
found at www.theenglishgarden.co.uk. You confirm that 
the information given in your entry is to the best of your 
knowledge true and accurate and are willing to provide 
further information if requested. If your application is 
successful, you agree that The English Garden magazine/
Chelsea Magazine Company Ltd. may use you and your 
entry for publicity. Please note that we cannot return 
any supporting documentation and will not be notifying 
unsuccessful applicants.

THE DETAILS
n Design an urban roof 
garden to meet the 
brief above. You 
should produce a 
drawing on A3 paper 
with colouring where 
appropriate. Make a 
copy of your drawing 
before submission.
n Provide a 100-word supporting 
document explaining the design.
n Include a 200-word personal statement 
explaining why you would be a worthy 
winner of the Future Fund 2016.
n Send the entry to theenglishgarden@
chelseamagazines.com or post it to The 
English Garden, Jubilee House, 2 Jubilee 
Place, Chelsea SW3 3TQ by the closing  
date of 19 June 2016.
n The winner will be announced on  
14 September 2016.

THE PRIZE
n A £6,680 bursary to study the Online 
Diploma in Principles and Practices of 
Garden Design at Inchbald.
n The chance to help with the build of 
a show garden at Chelsea 2017  
n Take part in a work experience 
placement and gain 
unparalleled access 
to the garden 
design world.

HOW TO ENTER
Design a roof garden for an apartment 
overlooking the Thames. It belongs to a 
young professional couple who want an 
outdoor space that is easy to maintain, 
looks good all year round and adds value to 
their property. The garden measures 4.5m 
wide by 8.5m long. It is accessed by sliding 
doors that run its entire width and has a 
1.5m high glass barrier to enclose it. It has a 
water and electricity supply and is designed 
to bear substantial weight.
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This year, don’t just spring clean your home, let 
us refresh and renew your conservatory too!

Invest in a Conservatory Care Valet from Thomas Sanderson
Remember when you first had 
your conservatory? How smart 
it looked. How pristine clean 
everything was. Well, by investing in 
a Thomas Sanderson Conservatory 
Care Valet, it can be again!

Every conservatory slowly loses its 
sparkle. Over time, the accumulation 
of dirt, algae and pollutants can turn 
the brightest and whitest into the 
dullest and greyest no matter how 
much you try to keep it clean. Added 
to which, with a fragile glass roof and 
hard to reach areas, it’s a job many 
of us do our best to avoid.

We’ve been enhancing every kind 
of conservatory across the UK for 
over 25 years with our handcrafted 
blinds and shutters. Now, we’ve gone 
one step further. Our Conservatory 
Care Valet will not only restore your 
conservatory to its former glory 
both inside and out, it will help 
keep it that way too.

Using bespoke cleaning and 
care treatments our two person 
technical team will meticulously 
clean and polish your conservatory. 
Completed in just a single day, a 
Thomas Sanderson Conservatory 
Care Valet will put back that ‘as new’ 
look and inspire you to make the most 
of your conservatory all over again.

Treated 
with bespoke 

cleaning  
solution

All finials 
cleaned and 

restored

All visible 
mould  

and algae  
removed

Internal 
and external 

guttering 
cleaned

Locks 
and hinges  

cleaned and 
lubricated

FREE
INTERIOR

VALET
WITH EVERY

EXTERIOR
VALET*

*Terms and conditions apply.

Quote
T5532

For an INSTANT QUOTE simply call NOW on

0800 051 7701
or visit www.ts-specialoffer.co.uk

 “They made what I thought 
was impossible, possible!  

Considering how grimy my 
conservatory had become 

they really did work wonders. 
I couldn’t be more pleased”.

Mrs M.  Lowestoft

Ask about our NEW                                 service 

http://www.ts-specialoffer.co.uk


The only bespoke swing & bench 
maker licensed by The RHS

Visit us online at sittingspiritually.co.uk
or call us today on 01297 443084

78_EGUK_0516_.indd   3 11/04/2016   13:13



MAY 2016  THE ENGLISH GARDEN   79

W
O

R
D

S 
C

LA
R

E
 F

O
G

G
E

T
T

 IM
A

G
E

 N
E

P
T

U
N

E

GARDEN FURNITURE

A part from the plants, surely the 
most important feature in any 
garden is its furniture. After all, 
there has to be somewhere to sit, 
relax and enjoy the garden when 

the hard work is done. There is a bewilderingly 
large array of furniture from which to choose, 
but browsing the range and investing in a new 
piece for the garden is a pleasure; pick now and 
it will be in place in time for summer.

With the right garden furniture, a 
summer garden can be transformed 
into a place of blissful escape

In Perfect 
Repose 

Garden Furniture_May.indd   79 14/04/2016   16:39
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Whatever the choice, 
keep pieces matching. 
“Continuity is king. If 
buying furniture for 
a small garden, make 
sure it all matches, 
particularly if you can 
see it all at the same 
time,” says Andrew.

To make the most 
of the new piece of 
furniture, give thought 
to where it will be 
positioned. The end of 

a vista is an obvious choice, but try setting it into a 
niche in a hedge or border. Frame the bench with 
matching plants or pots on either side; fragrant 
flowers or a scented climber behind will create a 
seating area where you will want to linger. Strike 
a balance between creating a setting with a sense 
of seclusion – out of the wind and away from 
overlooking neighbours – but one that still affords a 
beautiful view. Take care to position the bench on a 
level site, whether placed directly onto lawn, or onto 
its own graveled or paved area. If the bench will be 
on lawn, the grass around it will need to be mown, 
so choose something that can be moved fairly easily.

As an alternative to a conventional bench, consider 
a love seat or even a circular tree seat, which makes 
a feature of a special specimen tree. Ensure that the 
circular centre is large enough to accommodate the 
trunk of the tree as it grows. “Choose furniture for 
sculptural effect. A single seat beneath a tree acts as 
both sculpture and somewhere to sit,” says Andrew.

There is something especially languid about 
swinging chairs, which are available in a variety of 
materials, sizes and styles. A simple wooden swing 
seat, hung from a frame is a straightforward choice. 
Others have a canvas cover that encloses the seat to 
give it a tent-like feeling, with fabric options offering 
wonderful colour flexibility. 

BENCHES & SEATS
A bench may be traditional but it needn’t be boring. 
Avoid a municipal feel by choosing one with a twist 
or quirky design: elegant curves cleverly created by 
steam-bending oak for example, a Lutyens bench 
with grand arms, or one with patterns or extra 
details designed into the back.

Wooden benches are easy to place, the soft colour 
of their wood complementing planting and ageing 
over time to blend in seamlessly, while painted 
wooden benches are a good choice to tie in with 
a strong colour scheme. “Even the oldest set of 
furniture can be given a fresh lease of life with a coat 
of paint. The key here is to be bold, try bright red. 
Matt black works brilliantly with green foliage,” 
advises Andrew Duff, director at the Inchbald 
School of Design. 

Depending on design, metal benches are more 
affordable than wood, but can also be cold and hard 
to sit on, whereas wood is comfortable year round. 
Unless stainless steel, wrought iron or even powder-
coated aluminium, any metal seating will need an 
anti-corrosive finish and winter weather protection. 

Meanwhile, stone benches have a timeless, 
classical feel, and can be clean and contemporary or 
grandly ornate. Costs vary depending on the stone – 
cast stone can be lighter and cheaper than solid stone 
– but they re-pay the investment by lasting forever. 
Depending on the finish and type, a stone bench 
can develop a lovely patina as it weathers. Bear in 
mind that some stones, such as granite, are more 
durable than others, limestone for example, but this 
is relative, of course. All are long lasting. 

Clockwise from top 
left Gaze Burvill’s 
Meander Love 
Seat in oak; the 
Glenham teak tree 
seat from Barlow 
Tyrie; Tranquillity 
oak swing seat from 
Sitting Spiritually.

GARDEN FURNITURE
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The Sissinghurst 
bench in teak from 
Barlow Tyrie echoes  
classic Lutyens style.
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ALITAGS

32 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER
United Kingdom.  Tel 01279 842685        www.alitags.com

www.alitags.com

P L A N T    L A B E L S

www.thebronzecollection.com

Pair of Mice : 10 cms high

Stone Pot, several sizes

Annual labelling is a thing of the past with 
Alitags. Simply write on Alitag aluminium 
labels with Alitag or HB pencil. The pencil 

will react with our specially made 
aluminium tags and become permanent. 

Alitag labels can also be punched with 
Alitag character punches & jig. 

Copper, Teak, Bamboo and Oak labels 
are also available.

Bamboo Cloches

Made of bamboo woven into an 
open dome and available in 5 

sizes plus a tunnel cloche. These 
attractive cloches protect plants 

and  seeding from damageby 
animals, footballs, light frost and
wind-chill. Fleece & newspaper 
can be used to cover the plants 
inside the cloches during periods 
of heavy frost. The micro climate 

inside the cloches promotes 
growth and allows rain through 

to the plants. 

Hanging Wooden Signs : 70 Texts

Wooden Doorstops

Wooden Keyrings : 95 Locations

32 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK.
Tel 01279 842685        www.thebronzecollection.com 32 Bourne Lane, Much Hadham, Hertfordshire SG10 6ER, UK. Tel 01279 842685

Curled Crayfish 30 cms long

Five Leaping Fish

www.giftsandgardens.com

GARDEN FRIENDS. Made from aluminium that will not rust, and hand 
painted on both sides with a very resilient finish. Suitable for outdoor.

Topiary : Squirrel, Rabbit, Pig, etc
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Left Waterproof fabric 
such as Fauna from 
Extex enables cushions 
to be left outside. 
Below Perfect for  
two, the Bistro set in 
Dorset Blue from  
Garden Trading. 
Below left Lightweight 
aluminium furniture  
from the Aura range  
by Barlow Tyrie.
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GARDEN FURNITURE

OUTDOOR DINING 
FURNITURE
No terrace or patio is complete without a table and 
chairs for supper outside on warm summer evenings, 
or for long, lazy weekend lunches. Treat this outdoor 
space like a room in the house and think about what 
it will be used for. If it is simply for drinks, or sitting 
and reading, a formal table may not be needed and 
a low, coffee-table style may suffice. A bistro set that 
includes a table and two chairs may be enough if 
for a couple – or a larger table with seating for more 
might be needed. Whichever way, make sure the 
chairs are comfortable or come with cushions, and 
that tables are the right height for purpose. Select 
easy-care, marine-grade stainless steel or powder-
coated aluminium that will not rust or, for a softer 
look, a synthetic wicker weave that can be left 
outside. “Try and invest in furniture that can stay 
outside all year round. This enables you to make 
the most of the winter sun and enjoy a quick cup of 
coffee in comfort,” says Inchbald’s Andrew Duff.

Be wary of choosing a table with wide gaps 
between slats on its top, which can easily topple 
a full drinking glass. Andrew also recommends a 
reclaimed English-style kitchen table and chairs. 
“This looks wonderful in a country garden, 
although they will only last a couple of years, so give 
them a few coats of linseed oil to prolong their life.”

The latest hydro-draining cushions and those 

covered by waterproof 
fabrics such as the range 
made by Extex can be left 
outside even during rain, 
but if you have conventional 
cushions, make sure you 
also have somewhere to 
store them over winter and 
when it is wet.

A parasol is essential for 
shielding the dining table 
from glare and providing 
welcome relief when the sun 
is fierce. Garden umbrellas 
come in a range of shapes 
and sizes, including those 
with an adjustable stem that 

can be tilted to the right position. Wall-mounted 
parasols or awnings attached to the house will shade 
a terrace but for more flexibility, opt for a parasol 
and base, choosing one that is sufficiently heavy to 
keep the parasol secure. Most parasols are best left 
open during summer rather than rolled up damp, 
which could invite mould and mildew to form  
on the canvas.
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CHOOSING 
MATERIALS
WOOD  Timber furniture is usually made 
from durable, water-resistant hardwood, 
commonly oak, teak and iroko. Ensure 
furniture carries Forest Stewardship Council 
(FSC) certification showing that the timber 
has been managed sustainably. Although 
putting furniture into winter storage isn’t 
necessary, it will extend its life. Wood offers a 
pleasing natural look, and it doesn’t hold the 
sun’s heat in the way of metal or plastic.

WICKER  All-weather wicker, a synthetic 
woven material virtually indistinguishable 
from the real thing, is increasingly popular 
because it can be left outside without 
protection from the elements. Whether 
synthetic or real, wicker furniture comes 
in angular contemporary styles as well as 
curvy traditional shapes, and in a range of 

neutral colours. It is light and easy to move 
and requires minimal maintenance; synthetic 
wicker can be brushed with warm soapy 
water or gently jet washed to keep it clean.

METAL  Metal furniture has strength and 
durability. Choose galvanised or powder-
coated cast aluminium or stainless steel for 
furniture that will not rust, and the widest 
choice of contemporary designs. Cast iron 
looks good in classic, formal gardens. It is 
also heavy so won’t be blown over. Delicate 
wirework furniture can be damaged if blown 
over so locate it in a spot out of the wind.

STONE  Stone furniture is widely made 
of cast stone – a versatile and affordable 
alternative to quarried stone, which it 
matches in appearance and performance. 
It will last forever, developing an attractive 
patina as it ages, but it is heavy so it needs 
careful initial siting. n

n Andrew Crace  
Tel: 01279 842685;  
www.andrewcrace.com

n Barlow Tyrie  
Tel: 01376 557600;  
www.teak.com 

n Garden Trading  
Tel: 0845 608 4448;  
www.gardentrading.co.uk

n Gaze Burvill  
Tel: 01420 588444;  
www.gazeburvill.com

n IronArt of Bath  
Tel: 01225 311273;  
www.ironart.co.uk

n Neptune  
Tel: 01793 427300;  
www.neptune.com

n Maze Living 
Tel: 01440 710673; 
www.mazeliving.co.uk

n Oxenwood  
Tel: 01264 730801;  
www.oxenwood.eu

n Sitting Spiritually 
Tel: 01297 443084; 
www.sittingspiritually.co.uk

 SUPPLIERS

Caring for furniture
Most garden furniture can be left 
outside year round, although non 
water-proof cushions should be 
brought indoors when not in use.  
WOOD PROTECTION Hardwood 
such as teak is low maintenance 
and easily wiped clean, but avoid 
teak oil, advises Harry Peto, head 
of the furniture department 
at The Chelsea Gardener: 
“Good quality teak furniture 
made from more expensive, 
oily, dense heartwood doesn’t 
need help retaining moisture. 
Let the weather do its thing; it 
will get wet from rain and dew 
and the sun will bleach it to a 
nice silvery-grey colour. If it 
gets dirty you can use a water-
based teak cleaner, but it is not 
necessary. The only time I’d ever 
recommend teak oil is if furniture 
is indoors, say in a garden room 
with heating, to stop it drying 
out, but use it sparingly,” he says.

“You can also buy stain 
protector products for teak 
– things like red wine, butter 
or olive oil will stain it – but I 
encourage people to live with it. 
It is part of the furniture’s patina.”
METAL CARE Some metal 
furniture may need anti-corrosion 
treatments to prevent rust 
but, again, Peto recommends 
investing more on high quality 
materials. “Buy high-grade 
stainless steel or good powder-
coated aluminium and all  
you’ll have to do is clean it  
occasionally. Some people  
who live near the sea put baby 
oil on stainless steel to stop 
corrosion from the salt spray, 
but again, this shouldn’t be 
a problem if you buy quality. 
Alternatively, avoid stainless  
steel if on the coast.”
CLEANING It is worth giving 
furniture a scrub at the start of 
spring, halfway through summer 
and, if you store it in winter, 
before you put it away. “We 
don’t encourage people to cover 
furniture in winter,” says Harry. 
“Doing this can trap moisture 
and encourage mildew growth.”

GARDEN FURNITURE

Weathered oak Wrought iron

All-weather wicker

Cast stone
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Give your back and knees a break and discover us on www.oneleg.biz 
Another great idea from                 - Visit us at RHS Chelsea Flower Show

. . Italian, hand-painted, volcanic stone tables . .

Frost Proof - our tables can be outside, uncovered, all year round
Stain Proof - the glazed ceramic surface is impervious to staining

Full custom design service.

For a brochure contact Artizano:

call - 01732 822822

e-mail - info@artizano.co.uk

or visit - www.artizano.co.uk
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TULIP FESTIVAL   

Design & Construction of Natural Swimming Ponds

• No chemicals
• Attractive to wildlife
• Clear water
• Show Swimming Pond
• As featured on BBC
• See our website for next open day

Swim in Life 
Sustaining Water and 
Connect with Nature
01379 688000

www.theswimmingpondcompany.co.uk
Carpe Diem Common Rd, Bressingham, Diss, Norfolk IP22 2BD
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This is the prime time to sow vegetable crops, the soil warm enough to 
allow direct sowing and a full growing season stretching ahead to give 
plants time to reach maturity. Although there is a lot to be said for 
modern cultivars, where breeding has brought improvements to flavour 
and yield, many heritage varieties still stand the test of time and taste. 

These nostalgic varieties are like a living library of kitchen garden history, charting the 
fashions and tastes that have shaped our vegetable patches. Many heritage vegetables 
are tailor-made for home growing; unlike modern varieties that are often bred for 
commercial use with qualities like their ability to store for long periods in transit 
favoured over taste, older varieties often have a short, but delicious peak. W
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Vegetable Love
Many heritage vegetables offer exceptional taste and form 1 PURPLE CARROTS

The earliest cultivated 
carrots were mainly purple 
or occasionally red or white; 

orange roots were a novelty rather than 
the norm. During the 16th and 17th 
centuries, Dutch breeders concentrated 
on producing orange varieties, possibly 
in honour of William of Orange. Yet the 
orange carrot’s purple forebears contain 
much higher levels of health-boosting 
anthocyanins. Sow now in stone-free soil 
or tall pots of multipurpose compost. 
Try ‘Deep Purple’ or ‘Purple Hybrid’.

TOP 10 PLANTS
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2  RHUBARB
Indefatigable rhubarb is a kitchen garden 
essential. Vigorous and reliable, it yields 
armfuls of pink-flushed stems throughout 

spring, and even earlier if it is forced. Regularly lifted 
and divided, the same plant will stay in rude health 
for decades. ‘Victoria’ has been around since the early 
19th century and has set the benchmark for rhubarb 
ever since. With large leaves and long pink-crimson 
stalks, it is a decorative plant that can be cropped from 
mid-spring to late summer, or February until March 
if a clump is forced (lifted and potted up somewhere 
warm with light excluded).

3  WINTER SQUASH
So-called because of their hard 
skins and excellent keeping qualities 
throughout the winter months, winter 

squash are worthy of their space in a hard-
working vegetable patch. ‘Turk’s Turban’ 
is a superb variety to sow now under glass, 
for planting outside when the risk of frost 
has passed. It dates from the 1870s and has 
distinctive turban-topped fruits which make 
excellent eating but are perhaps even better as 
part of autumnal or Halloween decorations.

4  CUCUMBER
Heirloom cucumbers are a far cry from 
the hothouse varieties we are accustomed 
to picking up in the supermarket today. 

Varieties such as ‘Crystal Apple’ (try Plants of 
Distinction for seeds), which was first introduced in 
1894, look more like mini-melons, but their flavour 
is superb and, as long as they are picked small, their 
skin is thin and easily digestible. Best of all, this 
ridge variety can be sown now and grown outdoors 
in well-drained soil and a sunny spot, avoiding the 
need for greenhouse molly-coddling. Let it sprawl 
to cover the ground, or tie into trellis.
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TOP 10 PLANTS

7  SUMMER SQUASH
Summer-harvested squash include courgettes 
and the distinctively shaped patty pans. 
These beautiful squash can be sown now on 

a warm windowsill or in a propagator and grown on 
under glass, to be planted outside in the vegetable 
patch once the risk of frost has passed. Try the 1900 
heritage variety ‘Bennings Green Tint’ (from Real 
Seeds) for pale-green scalloped fruits with fine-
textured, well-flavoured flesh inside. Pick regularly 
when they are small and the plant will produce 
generous quantities all summer long.

6 
PEAS
Even the names of some peas hint at their 
heritage: ‘Thomas Laxton’, named for 
the 19th-century pea breeder and ‘Show 

Perfection’, harking back to the days when village 
hall benches groaned with vegetable exhibits. ‘Ne 
Plus Ultra’ (seed from Robinsons), dates back to 
the 1800s. Its straight pods are packed with sweet 
peas, but the 1.5m tall plants will need substantial 
support. Sow directly into well-drained soil now, or 
into lengths of guttering for transplanting later.

5 TOMATOES
There are more heritage varieties of 
tomato than almost any other crop, with 
weird and wonderful characteristics to 

turn a salad into a talking point. From white 
skin to stripes and speckles, unusual ‘banana’ 
shaped fruit or varieties with black-tinged flesh, 
the range is immense. Although it is late in the 
season to sow tomato seed, good garden centres 
often include an heirloom variety or two among 
their young plant offering, so the sowing stage 
can be bypassed. Look for beefsteak ‘Super 
Marmande’ or striped ‘Green Zebra’.
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9  BEETROOT
Although modern beetroot has the 
advantage of being ‘monogerm’ (one 
seed produces one seedling, thereby 

removing the need for thinning, whereas older 
varieties tend to be ‘multigerm’), a heritage 
variety such as ‘Chioggia’ has such superb 
flavour as well as beautiful candy stripes, it 
is more than worth the effort. Dating from at 
least 1840, its stripes are shown off to best effect 
thinly sliced and enjoyed raw; they bleed when 
cooked. Sow short rows directly outside every 
couple of weeks during spring and summer.

8 
ASPARAGUS
Asparagus has been cultivated for centuries, 
with records of it being grown by ancient 
Greeks and Romans. Selective breeding has 

thickened the stems of the original wild asparagus 
plant so the versions we grow today yield fat bundles 
of delicious spears. Given that it is such a long-lived 
plant – happy asparagus crowns crop for around 
20 years – it is no surprise that among the best 
varieties to choose from today are ones that have 
stood the test of time. ‘Connover’s Colossal’ dates 
from the 19th century and has won the RHS Award 
of Garden Merit for its large, well-flavoured spears. 
Plant crowns in April for best results, choosing a 
spot with free-draining, preferably sandy, soil.

10 
CHICORY
‘Witloof’ chicory is a fascinating 
crop to grow, providing the 
chance to try the traditional 

technique of forcing. Sow seed directly from 
April onwards, then, in autumn, lift plants that 
are 2½cm across at the crown. Trim back the 
leaves and pack the roots in a box of damp sand 
kept in a cool shed. Force a couple of roots at a 
time by potting in moist compost with the crown 
exposed. Cover to exclude light and keep at 
10-15˚C to produce beautiful, blanched ‘chicons’.
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A D V E R T O R I A L

BRILLIANT SUPPORTING ACT
Win a King Obelisk from Agriframes’ Somerset range of arches and plant supports

n The Somerset Fine Arch makes an 
interesting throughway, or focal point 
at the end of a path, with or without 
climbing plants. W1.25m x H2m x 
D25cm, £119.
n With its diagonal and vertical 
structures, the Somerset King Obelisk 
makes a superb architectural feature, 
but is also the perfect support for small 
climbing plants, such as summer sweet 
peas. H1.65m, £79.
n Shaped like a Champagne saucer, the 
Somerset Rose Umbrella is designed 
to enable a climbing plant to grow 
upwards and then outwards over the 
top, eventually weeping over the sides. 
W1m x H1.5m, £149.
n Perfect for supporting herbaceous 

plants at the front of borders 
unobtrusively, the Somerset Fan 
Support will make quick work of 
keeping plants such as catmint and 
hardy geraniums upright. H1m, £12.
n The Somerset Queen Obelisk is 
designed for climbers such as clematis 
with its six uprights and classic style. 
W47cm x H1.6m, £69.

The Somerset range also includes the 
Tall Obelisk, Inverted Obelisk, Hooped 
Cloches in three different sizes that 
are ideal for crop protection, and Plant 
Stakes for supporting single stems.

For more information, tel: 01179 
341790 or see www.agriframes.co.uk

THE SOMERSET RANGE FROM AGRIFRAMES

Clockwise from left The King Obelisk makes a statement with or without 
plants; the Queen Obelisk is perfect for small climbers; use the Somerset 
Rose Umbrella for height in borders; the Somerset Fan Support will keep 
flopping plants upright; a Somerset Fine Arch easily creates a focal point.

Agriframes’ new Somerset range 
features arches and supports for 
garden plants that have been 

designed in response to customer feedback 
received at the Chelsea Flower Show. 
Manufactured in solid steel, the Somerset 
range combines strength with elegant styling.

A rust-resistant coating adds gentle 
sophistication to planting schemes. The range 
is supplied in dark olive green as standard but 
may be customised in a choice of colours, 
from classic black to sage-green or bluebell. 

WIN one of five Somerset King Obelisks to 
create the perfect garden centrepiece. Enter 
the competition at www.theenglishgarden.
co.uk/offers/agriframes.
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M any gardeners believe the 
handkerchief tree (Davidia 
involucrata) to be the most 
beautiful of all flowering trees 
in the temperate climates. 

It was first seen by the French missionary Père 
Armand David, who found a lone tree on a Chinese 
mountainside in 1869, but the tree was not brought 
into cultivation until another missionary, Père Paul 
Guillaume Farges, sent 37 seeds to the Vilmorin 
nursery outside Paris in 1897. Only one germinated  
– and it took over a year to do so.

Pressed specimens, taken from a single tree found 
in the Yangtze Gorge, were sent to the Royal Botanic 
Gardens, Kew by Augustine Henry, who was 
working for the Imperial Maritime Customs Service. 
They arrived at Kew in March 1889 and were noted 
by nurseryman Sir Harry Veitch, who had an eye 
for a good garden plant. He commissioned a young 
botanist Ernest Wilson, who had never been abroad 
before and didn’t speak Chinese, to travel to China 
in search of his prize. 

Veitch’s directive was clear: ‘the object of the 
journey is to collect a quantity of seeds of a plant 
the name of which is known to us... do not dissipate 
time, energy, or money on anything else’. Wilson 
travelled to the town of Szemao, in south-west 
Yunnan, to receive instructions from Augustine 
Henry, as to the location of the tree. On his journey 
up the Red River, Wilson’s boat ‘in crossing a 
dangerous rapid, lost masts and a sail’ and nearly 
capsized. He then joined a mule train to trek 17 days 
to Szemao where he met Augustine Henry. During 
discussions, Henry sketched an area about the size 
of New York State (roughly 55,000 square miles) 
on half a page torn from a notebook and marked 
the location of the single Davidia he had discovered 
on a six-month trip. It was to be found, in the ‘high 
mountains… bordering the Hupheh [Hubei] and 
Szechwan [Sichuan] provinces’. 

After an arduous journey Wilson ‘reached the 
hamlet of Ma-huang-po and the house where Dr 
Henry had stayed when he found the Davidia tree 
on 17th May 1888’. Did they know of the tree? Yes. 
Would someone guide Wilson to the tree? Certainly. 
After a short walk he came to the spot. There stood 
a new wooden house – and the nearby stump of the 
Davidia. ‘I did not sleep during the night of 25th 
April 1900’ he wrote in Aristocrats of the Garden. 

Wilson resolved to continue his search by heading 
west 1,000 miles to where it was first discovered by 
Père David. However, less than a month later, on  
19 May, he ‘suddenly happened upon a Davidia Tree 
in full flower! It was about fifty feet tall… and with 
its wealth of blossoms, was more beautiful than 
words can portray’. He later found two more trees 
nearby and then eight others. That year they fruited 
freely, so Wilson gathered his rich bounty. Seed 
arrived at Veitch’s Nursery in 1901, just over a year 
later. Thousands sprouted and the first specimen 
flowered in May 1911, to great acclaim. Wilson 
wrote: ‘I am convinced that Davidia involucrata is 
the most interesting and most beautiful of all trees 
which grow in the north temperate regions’. All who 
have seen it would agree. n W
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Above The 
flowers of Davidia 
involucrata are 
surrounded by 
fetching, leafy white 
bracts, resulting in 
the common name 
of the handkerchief 
tree. Fully hardy, it 
can reach a height 
of 15m, with a  
10m spread.

Venture to the Interior
A quest to locate a specimen of Davidia involucrata in the 19th  
century led Ernest Wilson to remote locations in south-west China  

PLANT STORY
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• leaves no visible dead slugs 
or slime trails

• extremely rainfast 
formulation

• also available 
in a 1 kg 
shaker box
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Highly effective

against
slugs & snails!

on TV
spring 2016!

www.neudorff.co.uk

Brodsworth, South Yorkshire, DN5 7XJ

BRODSWORTH 
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Teaming Geum ‘Lady 
Stratheden’ with purple 
sets its golden flowers 
off to a tee. 

PLANT FOCUS

A stalwart of the Chelsea Flower Show, geums  
bring shades of sunny colour to gardens in late  
spring, writes Val Bourne 

Orange Aid
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Geums have dainty flowers, often 
held on long stems, and they come 
in fruit-sorbet colours that range 
from tangerine to bright-orange, 
from strawberry-pink to bright-

red and from sunshine yellow to vanilla ice. Look 
carefully at the flowers and a resemblance to the 
rose will almost certainly be discerned – geums 
are one of the few herbaceous members of the rose 
family grown in gardens.

There are 50 species in all, spread through 
the cooler parts of Europe, Asia, the Americas, 
Africa and New Zealand. They tend to be found 
in friable soil, sometimes in meadows, sometimes 
on woodland edges and sometimes on cool alpine 
slopes. As a result, they are never happy in a hot 
spot, or in dry soil. They need cool feet or roots to 
produce good plants.

Bees adore their flowers and 
many seedlings can follow 
pollination, which can be 
a nuisance if certain fertile 
varieties are grown. Other kinds 
of Geum are sterile, however, 
with no seedlings to worry 
about, and will flower for many 
months adding lots of frill and 
flounce to a border. Geums are 

Right ‘Bell Bank’ 
offers semi-double 
flowers from May. 
Below right ‘Lemon 
Drops’ does not 
produce viable seed. 
Below Dutch-bred 
‘Prinses Juliana’ 
offers jaunty, 
upward-facing 
blooms.

PLANT FOCUS
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useful in the garden because 
they provide early flowers 
in sunny shades that set off 
blues and purples perfectly.

Geums can be divided into 
three groups. The first group 
comprises the early flowering 
geums that have nodding, pastel-tinted 
flowers held in leafy sepals. Produced 
from mid-spring onwards, the flowers 
often have reddish calyces that clasp the 
backs of the drooping flowers.

Of these, a favourite is ‘Bell Bank’, 
which was raised by the late television 
presenter Geoffrey Smith in his garden 
in Kettlesing, Yorkshire. Dark buds 
open to reveal copper-pink, semi-double 
flowers in April and May. At first the 
flowers hang their heads demurely, as 
do many early flowering geums, but 

then they straighten up and 
open wider before fading 
to paler pink and setting up 
a fine contrast against the 
darkly hirsute stems. The 
frilled flowers are larger 
than most at a little less than 

4cm in diameter, so this plant makes a 
great impact. Fluffy seed heads follow, 
but these do not produce viable seeds. 
‘Lemon Drops’, found in Beth Chatto’s 
garden, is also lovely, as is another Beth 
Chatto find called ‘Coppertone’.

Spring-flowering geums with nodding 
flowers prefer dappled shade and 
fertile soil. Consequently, they mix 
well with oriental hellebores and ferns, 
including the black-ribbed Dryopteris 
wallichiana. Other companions might 
include epimediums, Solomon’s seal 

Right and below 
‘Totally Tangerine’ is 
a sterile but prolific 
double-cross that 
was launched at 
the Chelsea Flower 
Show in 2010.

GROWING 
TIPS
n Geums suit 
cool, damp soil, 
although good 
drainage is vital 
because many 
are derived from 
species found 
in woodland, 
on slopes, or on 
steep river banks.

n Divide geums 
every three years, 
otherwise the 
middle becomes 
exposed and the 
plant declines and 
dies out. Divided 
regularly, they 
will perform for 
years. They will 
also resist vine 
weevil if divided 
regularly.

n The easiest 
time to divide is 
in early autumn. 
Break off pieces 
and replant or pot 
up, but do not let 
the divisions dry 
out. Division can 
also be done in 
spring.
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(Polygonatum), Trollius, Euphorbia 
griffithii ‘Fireglow’ and Asiatic primulas.

The second group are those with 
upward-facing flowers appearing from 
late spring to early summer. These later-
flowering geums produce brightly coloured 
flowers on slender stems, looking rather 
like lots of small spinning plates in a circus 
act. They are jaunty and colourful. Most 
will have some of the blood of G. chiloense, 
a Chilean species found in cool, bright 
conditions. Provide these geums with good 
soil and light, and they will perform well.

One of the best of these varieties is 
‘Prinses Juliana’, a Dutch-bred geum 
named in the early 1900s. The bright-
orange, semi-double flowers appear for 
a period of three months beginning in 
May, so this long-flowering geum could 
brighten up the almost-black 
tulip ‘Queen of Night’, or 
mingle among the starry, 
slate-blue flowers of Amsonia 
tabernaemontana.

Other well-known hybrids  
of G. chiloense include the 
scarlet ‘Mrs J. Bradshaw’ 

and yellow ‘Lady Stratheden’. Both were 
selected from seed-raised plants, in 1900 
and 1922 respectively, and both come true 
when raised from seed. They will offer 
seven weeks of flower from mid-May 
onwards and good, reasonably priced 
plants can be found in garden centres.

Long-flowering hybrid geums that offer 
flowers almost continually make up the 
third group. These sterile geums produce 
flushes of flower from May onwards. 
One of the best is ‘Totally Tangerine’, 
introduced by Hardy’s Cottage Garden 
Plants at the Chelsea Flower Show in 
2010. It was raised by Tim Crowther 
of Warburtons Nursery in Sussex from 
a complicated double-cross that began 
when G. coccineum (an alpine species 
with single red-orange flowers) and G. 

rivale were hybridised in 1988. 
The best seedlings were then 
crossed with G. chiloensis and 
one long-flowering plant with 
frilly pumpkin-orange flowers 
was finally christened ‘Totally 
Tangerine’. The upward-facing 
flowers are held on wiry stems 

Above left ‘Mrs J. 
Bradshaw’ bears 
an upward-facing 
bloom from May.  
Above right ‘Lady 
Stratheden’ was 
selected in 1922.  
Left ‘Mai Tai’ is a 
bright flame orange. 
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GOOD SUPPLIERS
n Dove Cottage Nursery & 
Garden, Shibden Hall Road, 
Halifax, West Yorkshire HX3 
9XA. Tel: 01422 203553; www.
dovecottagenursery.co.uk
n Hardy’s Cottage Garden 
Plants, Priory Lane Nursery, 
Freefolk Priors, Whitchurch, 
Hampshire RG28 7FA.  
Tel: 01256 896533;  
www.hardys-plants.co.uk
n East of Eden Nursery, 
Ainstable, Carlisle,  
Cumbria CA4 9QN.  
Tel: 01768 896604; www. 
east-of-eden-nursery.co.uk
n The Plant Heritage 
Collection of Geums, held by 
Sue Martin in Kent, is open to 
groups, and for the NGS on  
2 May 2016, 11am-4pm. 
Entry £4. Children under 16 
free. Tel: 01580 852425. 

and fluffy brown seed heads, 
resembling russet-legged 
spiders, follow. They can be 
left on safely, however, as this 
plant will not self seed.

In my own garden, ‘Totally 
Tangerine’ has come through 
wet winters, severe winters 
and drought to perform 
brilliantly for me – it is often 
still flowering in November. 
Other good hybrids include ‘Mai Tai’, a frilly 
rose-pink and cream variety that is part of an 
American-bred Cocktails Series raised in 2010. 
It was widely available in 2015. 

Look out for ‘Cosmospolitan’, too. It is a 
petal-packed, large-flowered rose-pink, cream 
and apricot geum raised by Brent Horvath, 
of Intrinsic Perennial Gardens in Hebron in 
Illinois. Breeding for longevity, he allows the 
bees to do most of his cross pollinating for him. 
‘Cosmopolitan’ arose as a sport of ‘Mai Tai’ 
and it may well replace it because the flowers 
are larger. A British nurseryman – Roger Proud 
of East of Eden Nursery in Cumbria – is also 
naming new geums. He has recently christened 
a golden-apricot with red stamens ‘El Wano’, 
after his son. n

PLANT FOCUS

Above ‘El Wano’ 
offers golden 
apricot blooms. 
Above right A 
sport of ‘Mai Tai’, 
‘Cosmopolitan’ 
blooms in fetching 
shades of rose-pink 
and cream. 
Right Red calyces 
grasp the flowers of  
Geum ‘Pink Frills’.
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‘VAN ESELTINE’
This crab apple with beautiful double 
pink flowers and upright growth is a 
resilient tree that is resistant to most 
disease. It was bred in the USA in the 
1930s and has stood the test of time. 
The tree displays different colours in 
spring. The blossom starts off almost 
crimson when it is in tight bud, but 
opens to pink flowers which fade to  
a paler shade of pink as they age. This 
variety makes a fairly small, upright 
growing tree compared to other 
crab apples, so it is ideal if space in 
the garden is limited. Of the 40 crab 
apples on show at Brogdale, this is a 
real stand out tree.

Tickled Pink
Mike Austin, guide at the National Fruit Collection in Brogdale, Kent, 
selects three favourite crab apples (Malus) for captivating blossom

‘WHITE STAR’ 
With masses of white, star-like 
flowers, this is a good crab apple 
to grow in pots, provided that it 
is regularly watered. The fruit is 
golden yellow with a lovely russet 
blush, looking like miniature ‘Cox’s 
Orange Pippin’ apples, and will hang 
on the tree until December. Bred in 
Kent by breeder Hugh Ermen, it has 
reasonably strong growth and is 
resistant to disease. If there is room 
for only one white-blossomed apple, 
this is the one to go for because some 
of the traditional varieties, such as 
‘John Downie’, do not have the same 
resistance to disease.

‘LISET’
Developed in The Hague, Netherlands, 
in the 1950s, this is a really striking 
tree with deep crimson flowers. As 
with many dark-flowered crab apples, 
the foliage is dark, too, flushed with 
a shade of purple that is particularly 
strong when the leaves first emerge. 
When grown near white-flowering 
crab apples, which tend to have green 
leaves, it looks like a completely 
different tree altogether. In autumn, 
it carries small red fruits that look a 
little like cherries. They last well on the 
tree and are often still hanging on the 
branches in the new year, providing 
valuable food for birds. The tree is 
compact and relatively small, but it 
is also particularly vigorous. It has a 
good resistance to scab, too. 

PLANT SWATCH
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For more on the National Fruit Collection visit www.nationalfruitcollection.org.uk

Plant Swatch_May.indd   102 13/04/2016   18:26

http://www.nationalfruitcollection.org.uk


Rural Workwear & Accessories.
Handmade in Norfolk,   England.

   www.carriercompany.co.uk
+44 (0)1328 820699

Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolk, NR23 1AL, UK

Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph

Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph

Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph
Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph

Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph
Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph

Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph
Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph
Proven to withstand wind 
speeds in excess of 140mph

B r i t i s h  m a d e  i r o n w o r k

catalogue available 
01225 851577 
www.garden-requisites.co.uk

door canopies

window boxes steel planters

For la
test 

o�ers

visi
t o

ur n
ew 

websit
e 

Over 500 unique designs, established 46 years
 

Antiqued, reconstituted stone
ring 01273 494931   visit: www.lucasstone.co.uk

made
in UK

English Garden advert March 2016.indd   1 15/03/2016   19:57:25

103_EGUK_0516_.indd   3 15/04/2016   17:20

http://www.carriercompany.co.uk
http://www.garden-requisites.co.uk
http://www.lucasstone.co.uk


61812   Saw head

61612   Saw head

74300 2 part extension 5ft – 10ft approx

74800 3 part extension 5ft – 15ft approx

1480 For small hands 1760 1740 For small hands

4270

4245

4200
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in Germany for cutting tools for the 
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Landscaping. For different cutting 
applications, Berger offer solid quality and 

highly-engineered cutting tools.

Berger tools are manufactured in 
Germany with innovations and detailed 

improvements, offering even more 
comfort and safety.
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sustainability, as two important milestones 

for the future. Berger products are 
manufactured to the finest detail for 

the optimum quality. High-grade steel 
manufactured in Germany.
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SPRING FORAGING

Forager Liz Knight uses the fresh leafy 
growth of spring’s wildflowers to create 
beautiful seasonal dishes

Nature’s  
Larder
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S pring is a fruitful time to go 
foraging. So many plants 
start to emerge quickly 
and as a result, there are 
incredible flavours available 

from the young growth, whether it is 
from buds, blossom or foliage.

It is hard to better the flavour of 
freshly foraged plants with produce 
available in shops. For years, breeders 
have selected crops for uniformity rather 
than taste, with the result that some 
intensively bred crops have reduced 
flavour when compared to plants that 
are in a natural state. 

Foraging turns the traditional 
approach to gardening on its head. 
Many of the most delicious leaves are 
plants gardeners normally think of as 
weeds. But a session weeding out the 
first spring flush of weed growth can 
turn into a time for harvesting, too.

Dandelions, nettles and stickyweed 
(also known as goosegrass or cleavers) 
are all great spring ingredients. 
Stickyweed (Galium aparine) has a 
mild, peppery taste. Its long shoots are 
excellent chopped up and added to a 
salsa verde with ground elder shoots. 
Ground elder is another weed that many 
gardeners loathe, but this carrot family 
member has a taste somewhere between 
lovage, carrot and angelica.

Bittercress (Cardamine hirsuta) is a 

common weed, which has a delicious 
mustard-like flavour. Despite the name, 
the taste isn’t bitter at all but delicious, 
like a mustardy form of cress. It is also 
packed with vitamin C and antioxidants. 
The tiny leaves have a pretty shape and 
just a sprig or two makes for a superb 
looking garnish.

Much-maligned nettles contain an 
amazing quantity of nutrients. They can 
be used as a leafy vegetable in the same 
way as spinach and as a flavouring. I 
even add them to marmalade. Happily, 
once the leaves are chopped up, they lose 
their ability to sting.

As well as weeds, there are other 
sources of superb spring flavour 
available to forage. Hawthorn shoots 
have a mild taste when eaten raw but 
there is a hidden pepperiness that is only 
discovered when the shoots are cooked. 
It is a good substitute for parsley and a 
tasty flavouring for fish cakes and fish 
pies. The blossom of hawthorn has an 
almondy, vanilla-like flavour and the 
leaves make a good herbal tea.

Whichever crops you seek out, avoid 
foraging in industrial or polluted 
areas, especially if foraging for nettles 
because they absorb so much from their 
surrounding environment. Also, try to 
forage in an area that you know hasn’t 
been treated with chemical herbicides. 
Back gardens are the best place to start.

SPRING FORAGING

WILD SPRING RECIPES
I’ve been alive for quite a few winters 
and springs. I know that every year the 
bare brown trees and earth will again be 
covered in tender vibrant greens – but 
somehow each winter is long enough to 
make me wonder if its ending will ever 
come. It makes the arrival of spring feel 
like the most unexpected, but longed 
for visitor. Perhaps it is the absence that 
makes my heart grow so fond of spring, 
or perhaps it is the flavours that are so 
magical they almost shock you with every 
mouthful; whatever the cause, spring is 
without a doubt my favourite time of  
year to eat.

1 WILD GREEN GAZPACHO 
WITH MAGNOLIA DRESSING

Spring greens are full of delicious perfume 
– all our cultivated plants come originally 
from the wild, yet so often the more we 
tame plants, the more we water down the 
incredible natural flavours. 

This soup is a celebration of the 
sensational flavours of spring. It is a unique 
recipe that depends on the available plants. 
Simply blend together the top ingredients 
in a food processor for the base of your 
soup, and add any of the flavours below 
according to what you have to hand. Make 
sure the leaves are tender, and young – this 
is a soup for a short but delicious season.

INGREDIENTS
Ice cubes
200ml water
2 tbsp natural yogurt
Salt and pepper
Juice of 1 lemon or 100ml cider vinegar
2 tsp sugar
A handful of asparagus tips (the thick end 
is too tough to griddle)
1 cucumber
A handful each of: ground elder, green 
beech, lime or linden (Tilia) leaves, mint 
leaves, blackcurrant leaves, fennel fronds, 
sorrel leaves, greater stitchwort, vetch 
leaves and stems, pea shoots.
A blend of any (or all) of the following: 
hedge garlic (jack-by-the-hedge), honesty 
or bittercress leaves and tender stems, 
wild garlic, pennywort, cleavers shoots, 
chickweed, nettle tips, dandelion leaves, 
hawthorn leaves, angelica leaves.
To decorate: honesty flowers and young 
seed pods, tulip petals, magnolia petals, 
vetch or stitchwort flowers.

Honesty flowers Ground elder

Greater stitchwort
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Simply blend freshly foraged greens to 
create a vibrant, flavourful gazpacho.

Along with the base ingredients for the 
soup, use whatever leaves are available.

METHOD
l Coarsely chop all the herbs and place 
them in a blender or juicer with all the 
ingredients, except the vinegar and lemon 
juice. Reserve the flowers for decoration. 
Blitz in a food processor until smooth.
l Add the vinegar or lemon juice, then 
season the soup with salt, pepper and  
a little more sugar to taste.
l Serve the soup with slivers of tulip petals, 
and flowers from the mustard family, such 
as honesty or magnolia petals. Garnish 
with a drizzle of magnolia dressing (see 
recipe below) and serve with fresh bread. 
Eat the soup immediately because, as with 
avocados, this soup’s green glory blackens 
in the air over time. If you wish to keep  
it for later, cover with baking paper and 
store in the fridge.

MAGNOLIA DRESSING
Magnolias boast one of the most exquisite 
edible flowers – both in appearance and 
taste. Do not despair when the tree drops 
its petals, but gather them up and preserve 
their flavour in this delicious rice wine 
dressing. Additionally, whole, unblemished 

petals make a superb serving cup for dainty 
canapes – that unexpected frost suddenly 
becomes an excuse for a feast.
l Pack washed magnolia petals into a glass 
jar and pour over the warmed sweet rice 
wine vinegar. Seal the jar and place it in 
the fridge. The dressing will be ready to 
use within 24 hours, but left for a few days 
the flavour will intensify. It is perfect when 
used sparingly on bitter leaved salads and 
warm onion tarts.

Young vetch leaves have a pea-like flavour 
and make a delicious soup ingredient.
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Call us on: 020 8603 3730 
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Inside or out…
make sure your valuables are protected

Protecting your home, your garden and your lifestyle couldn’t 
be easier. Now, as a reader of The English Garden you can 
benefit from special terms on home and contents cover 
placed through leading insurance advisers Smith Greenfield.

Besides the regular 
cover, special benefits for 
gardeners can include:
•  Cover for equipment and 

machinery kept in outbuildings

•  Cover for malicious damage  
or theft of plants and trees

•  Cover for garden furniture  
and statues

•  Liability cover if your garden  
is open to the public

•  Cover for summerhouses and 
non-standard properties

THE ENGLISH GARDEN INSURANCE OFFER

Here at The English Garden we 
understand the importance of 
protecting our cherished possessions 
and obtaining the best and most 
appropriate home and contents cover.

This carefully researched insurance 
opportunity has been specially 
created for High Net Worth 
individuals and is available to 
homeowners whose properties are 

valued at over £250,000 or have 
contents worth more than £75,000.  

It comes with many benefits that 
standard high-street policies do not 
offer, and readers of The English 
Garden will receive preferential terms 
and access to products only available 
through expert independent advisers. 
Equally important, any claims will be 
settled promptly and without fuss.

PREFERENTIAL TERMS

for readers of  
‘The English Garden’
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2 WILD GREMOLATA  
WITH PORK & SPELT

I live near the vast Forest of Dean, 
Gloucestershire, home to a population 
of wild boar and a springtime shag-pile 
carpet of wild garlic. Pork and garlic are a 
partnership made in heaven, and this recipe 
celebrates spring in the forest.

Gremolata is an Italian condiment 
traditionally made with garlic, lemon zest 
and parsley. Our wild version’s shining star 
is a close relative of parsley – ground elder. 
I can’t guarantee this recipe will solve your 
ground elder eradication issues, but at least 
you’ll be able to eat your weedings.

INGREDIENTS
Wild boar haunch or outdoor reared slow 
roast cut of pork (I enjoy the underrated 
pork hand cut)
Wild garlic
Lemon balm (Melissa) 
Young ground elder shoots
Sorrel leaves
Organic unwaxed lemon 
Olive oil, salt and pepper
200g spelt grains 
Finely chopped onion
Glass of white wine

METHOD
l Heat the oven to 220˚C. Place the meat 
in an oven-proof dish, pour over a cup of 
boiling water, season with salt and pepper 
and drizzle with oil. Place in the oven and 
immediately turn the temperature down 
to 120˚C. Slowly roast the pork for 4-5 
hours, until the meat is tender and pulls 
apart. Remove from the oven, cover and 
rest. De-glaze the dish with a glass of white 
wine and reserve the juices. 
l In a frying pan, sweat the onions in 
butter until translucent and add the spelt 
grains, ensuring they are coated in the 
butter. Using a ladle, add the wine and 
pork juices as if making a risotto. Cook 
until the spelt is tender.
l Place the pork on top of the spelt, cover 
and return to a low oven to keep warm.
l Meanwhile, finely chop the ground elder, 
wild garlic, sorrel and lemon balm leaves. 
Zest an organic unwaxed lemon and mix 
the leaves and zest in a bowl with a squeeze 
of lemon juice. Lightly coat the chopped 
leaves with olive oil. Either leave the 
gremolata quite coarse, or purée it in  
a processor for a smoother sauce.
l Remove the pork from the oven, spoon 
over the gremolata and serve with asparagus. 

Chop the leaves for a coarse gremolata, 
or puree the ingredients until smooth.

Wild garlic, lemon and olive oil create  
a gremolata that tastes of spring. 

Spring Foraging_May.indd   109 15/04/2016   10:38



Dam
as

k

Colle
cti

on

This is a beautiful collection of laced pinks & old world pinks, all are
highly clove scented with such decorative flowers they are a must for

any garden. This collection consists of our choice of laced & old world
garden pinks, each individually lablled and in a range of colours.

Hardy perennial and full growing instructions included.
C351. 10 jumbo plugs £24.95 + £4.95 P&P

Delivered within 14 days. FREE Catalogue 
OUT NOW!

Get FREE

P&P use Discount

code EG615 at

checkout

Expires 31/05/16

A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports and obelisks 
designed to provide architectural structure within the garden whilst 

also complimenting and enhancing the plants features.

www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk     
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk     Tel: 01538 753128

Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane  Kingsley Moor, Staffordshire ST10 2EG

Visit our website or telephone to request a brochure: 

A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports and obelisks 
designed to provide architectural structure within the garden whilst 

also complimenting and enhancing the plants features.

www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk     
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk     Tel: 01538 753128

Woodside Farm, Clamgoose Lane  Kingsley Moor, Staffordshire ST10 2EG

Visit our website or telephone to request a brochure: 

A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports and obelisks 
designed to provide architectural structure within the garden whilst 

also complimenting and enhancing the plants features.

www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk     
Email: info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk     Tel: 01538 753128

Visit our website or telephone to request a brochure: 

A range of beautiful hand crafted steel plant supports and obelisks 
designed to provide architectural structure within the garden whilst 

also complimenting and enhancing the plants features.

www.jsgardens.co.uk
01905 381679 / 07930 576881

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

LEANDER FP EGUK.indd   1 10/08/2015   10:30

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

LEANDER FP EGUK.indd   1 10/08/2015   10:30

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

plant supports
Beautiful designs for herbaceous perennials,
roses, shrubs & climbers. Made in England.

www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
Tel: 01773 550495 for a brochure

LEANDER FP EGUK.indd   1 10/08/2015   10:30

110_EGUK_0516_.indd   3 11/04/2016   13:18

http://www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk
http://www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk
mailto:info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk
mailto:info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk
http://www.artisanplantsupports.co.uk
mailto:info@artisanplantsupports.co.uk
http://www.jsgardens.co.uk
http://www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
http://www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk
http://www.www.leanderplantsupports.leanderplantsupports.co.co.uk
http://www.www.leanderplantsupports.leanderplantsupports.co.co.uk
http://www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk


MAY 2016  THE ENGLISH GARDEN   111

SPRING FORAGING

3 SWEET WOODRUFF 
CRÈME CARAMELS

This is the season of deep flavoured 
edible flowers. Their herby notes verge 
on savoury, but they are the ultimate 
flavour adornment for a silky sweet 
woodruff crème caramel drizzled with 
birch or maple syrup.

INGREDIENTS
3 sprigs of sweet woodruff (Galium 
odoratum), dried to release its vanilla 
flavour
300ml full fat milk
300ml single cream
4 large eggs
25g sugar or birch sugar 
2 butter biscuits crushed with a few 
finely chopped rosemary leaves.
Birch sap or amber (dark) maple syrup

METHOD
l Warm the milk and cream in a 
pan, and add to it the sprigs of sweet 
woodruff. Let the flavour of the sweet 
woodruff infuse the warm liquid for 
at least half an hour. While the sweet 
woodruff is infusing, whisk together the 
eggs and sugar.

FRESH TO FORAGE
The countryside bursts 
with flavoursome leaves

Spring is the ideal time to start 
foraging if you haven’t done it before. 
The flavours are at their best and 
plants are more easily identified when 
the hedgerows are not yet fully grown. 
Nettles and dandelions are familiar 
to most gardeners. Use young nettle 
leaves as a spinach substitute, and 
think of dandelions as a bitter salad 
leaf, like chicory. Other weeds to try 
include sorrel, jack-by-the-hedge and 
goosegrass or cleavers. Among edible 
flowers, try primrose (Primula vulgaris) 
and scented elderflowers.

l Whisk the milk into the egg and 
sugar mixture and pour this into single 
ramekins or a shallow dish. Place the 
dish(es) into a large, shallow oven-proof 
dish and fill the outside container with 
water, to create a bain-marie effect.  
Place the dish in an oven preheated to 
150˚C and cook for 20-30 minutes, or 
until the custard has set.
l Serve quenelles of the crème caramel 
with a garnish of rosemary, violet, gorse 
or white dead nettle flowers. Sprinkle 
with the crushed butter biscuits and a 
little rosemary. Finally drizzle over the 
birch sap or maple syrup. n

Whisk eggs and sugar, then add the 
infused milk to form a custard.

Try lemon balm (Melissa officinalis) in  
a fruit salad or in a herby dressing.  

In spring, young, fresh hawthorn leaves  
add a nutty taste to salads.

Jack-by-the-hedge (Alliaria petiolata) 
leaves have a strong garlicky kick.
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Herbaceous borders are exciting parts 
of the garden in spring, with so much 
change happening so quickly. New 
growth emerges, young shoots rapidly 

increase in size and the gardener is given a heartening 
sneak preview of the promise of summer as more 
of the familiar faces in the border make their first 
appearance of the year.

At the Royal Horticultural Society’s garden at 
Harlow Carr, North Yorkshire, the borders have 
deliberately been designed to be low-maintenance 

but essential spring tasks still need to be carried out 
in order for the plants to thrive and be on display  
at their best.

The priorities of garden manager Alison Goding at 
this time of year are to rejuvenate perennials through 
division, sharpen border edges, stake tall plants, and 
deal with pests and weeds to get the border off to  
a tidy and orderly start. 

Spending time getting garden borders in shape this 
month reduces the amount of work that there is to do 
in summer, while creating a display to be proud of.

Above Alison Goding, 
from RHS Harlow Carr, 
rejuvenates a clump of 
ruby-leaved Bergenia 
‘Abendglocken’.

Border Inspection
Simple but effective maintenance done now will take 
garden borders to their glorious best in high summer
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IN THE GARDEN

2

ASTER
Tremendous for a colourful late autumn 
border, these plants unveil their floral 
glory with flowers in shades of pink and 
purple at the end of summer. 

HEMEROCALLIS
These tough, summer-flowering plants 
start to flower sparsely unless divided 
every two to three years. Slice through 
their roots with a sharp spade or knife.

SANGUISORBA OFFICINALIS
A bringer of finesse to the late summer 
border. Regular division will ensure a 
healthy number of bobbly flowerheads in 
crimson or pink, depending on variety.

Division
Most perennials are best divided in spring 
when the soil has had a chance to warm up. At 
this time of year there are still gaps between 
plants, making it easier to work around them 
and avoid treading on emerging shoots. 

Perennials that spread by rhizomes can 
become very ‘gappy’ if left undivided for 
many years, resulting in unsightly holes in the 
border. This is an open invitation for weeds 
to encroach. Fibrous-rooted, clump-forming 
perennials can also become too tightly packed 
together over time, too, because the network 
of roots can become too dense. This may 
result in reduced flowering and poor vigour.

“Perennials such as bergenias (here 
‘Abendglocken’) should be divided at least 
every five years,” says Alison. “Chop through 
large, overgrown clumps with a spade after 
you have lifted them to make the plant easier 
to split because it has very thick roots. Roots 
that are protruding from the clump can be 
sawn off to make them easier to replant.”

The best conditions for division are when 
the ground is slightly damp and workable but 
not waterlogged. Work carefully around the 
plants to be lifted and check for any emerging 
shoots at the edges that could potentially be 
damaged. Remember to water newly planted 
divisions in dry spells for the rest of the 
growing season. In the following year, the 
plants will be established and able to fend  
for themselves. 

1. Slice into congested clumps of Bergenia with a spade to make them manageable.  
2. Place two digging forks back-to-back in the centre of the clump and pull them away 
from each other to prise apart the clump into separate sections. 3. Fibrous-rooted 
perennials (here Sidalcea) can be simply dug up then cut into separate pieces. 4. New 
divisions should be planted at the same depth as they were before the separation.

1

43

Perennials to divide now
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Mulching
Spreading a thick layer of mulch over the 
border soil is an essential task and the 
foundation of success for great herbaceous 
borders. “Mulching will reduce water 
evaporation and also helps insulate plants 
from the cold,” says Alison. At Harlow 
Carr, a fine, composted bark is used to 
cover the soil each spring.

Take care to place the mulch around 
the base of your plants without leaving 
the mulching material in contact with the 
plants’ stems, which could lead to them 
rotting. A 5-8cm layer of mulch is ideal 
and should be applied on top of soil that is 
already damp, to trap in moisture rather 
than prevent it getting down to the roots  
where it is needed. 

Uproot any perennial weeds such as 
creeping thistle and couch grass before 
spreading the mulch. If the layer of mulch 
is thick enough to exclude light, it will also 
stop annual weed seeds lying dormant in 
the soil from germinating, saving hours of 
weeding time later in the season.

Edging
A crisp edge defines a border and helps lead 
the eye down the length of it, creating the 
most pleasing scene possible. If plants at 
the front of the border are spreading onto 
the grass, then cut out some of the grass to 
widen the border. This will make mowing 
easier and prevent the need to cut back 
plants at the wrong time in order to keep  
a good edge.

Use a stringline pegged to the ground at 
either end of the border to achieve a dead 
straight edge. To redefine a ragged curved 
edge, a length of hose or piece of rope 
can help you visualise the curve and cut a 
smooth line around it.

Neaten up encroaching turf using a 
half-moon edger. Or, if you already have 
the defined edge you desire, use edging 
shears to maintain its crisp line. Check 
that shear blades are sharp before starting 
and dampen them with water – wet shears 
give a cleaner cut. Gather up the clippings 
from the border’s ‘gutter’ afterwards for an 
immaculate finish.

RHS HARLOW CARR  
FLOWER SHOW
RHS Garden Harlow Carr will host its 
first flower show from Friday 10 to 
Sunday 12 June this year. At the show 
visitors will be able to browse, buy, 
and pick up advice from more than 30 
specialist nurseries and garden trade 
stands. There is also a full programme 
of talks and demonstrations. June is 
the perfect time of year to see Harlow 
Carr in its early summer splendour: 
enjoy stunning Allium displays and 
marvel at the Streamside spectacle of 
the garden’s renowned Himalayan blue 
poppies (Meconopsis) and candelabra 
primulas. Visitors can also discover a 
month-long sculpture trail along Harlow 
Carr’s Streamside, one of the longest 
streamside gardens in the country – 
possibly the world. Entrance to the RHS 
Garden Harlow Carr Flower Show is 
included in normal garden entry and the 
show is open from 10am–5pm each day.

Edging

Mulching
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LEUCANTHEMUM
These daisy-like perennials flower 
profusely in July and August but the 
flowering stems are prone to falling 
over if not given any support.

RUDBECKIA FULGIDA
Such valuable plants for providing 
borders with a fresh burst of colour in 
late summer. Well-staked Rudbeckia 
will provide domes of solid colour.

PHLOX PANICULATA
An upright perennial that needs to 
stand tall in the border in order to 
show off its spires of fragrant flowers 
in midsummer.

PERENNIALS TO STAKE NOW

Staking
“We always stake tall perennials 
because it helps prevent them 
from flopping open at the crown 
of the plant. We use rusted metal 
frames because their colour is 
recessive and they blend in well,” 
says Alison.

Staking perennials when 
growth is still short and stocky 
will help keep them upright. It is 
difficult to correct the stature of a 
plant once it has become tall and 
leggy, or to rescue a plant that has 
already flopped. Ensure that the 
plant support is shorter than the 
overall height of the plant so that 
it won’t be visible when the plant 
is fully grown in summer.

Another simple method of 
staking employed at Harlow 
Carr is a by-product of coppicing 
willows and dogwoods. Bendy 
young stems that have been cut 
from these plants are pushed 
into the soil to make dome-like 
supports. “We make sloping cuts 
at the ends of the stems to make it 
easier to push them into the soil,” 
explains Alison. 

2

3

1

1. Always stake at the start of 
the season to avoid having to 
rescue plants after they have 
flopped. 2. Save dogwood and 
willow prunings and cut their 
ends diagonally. 3. Push them 
into the soil to form domes 
over the crowns of perennials.
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Herbicides are used sparingly at Harlow 
Carr, which means that removing weeds 
before they can gain a foothold in the 
borders is vital. These five unwanted 
plants are at the top of the hitlist for 
removal at Harlow Carr. 

1. DANDELION 
There are many hardy geraniums at 
Harlow Carr and dandelions do a good 
job of hiding in the centre of these 
creeping plants. A long-pronged weeder 
is best for removing the deep roots.

2. CARDAMINE BULBIFERA
Originally planted in the garden as an 
ornamental, this self-seeding perennial 
now invades the borders – seedlings 
grow tall very quickly and so are easy to 
pull up when the ground is soft. 

3. CREEPING BUTTERCUP
These spreading perennial weeds 
produce a dense root system, stealing 
water and nutrients from the plants they 
grow among. Roots are shallow so are 
easily removed with a trowel.

4. DOCK
This is a particularly difficult weed to 
remove once borders are full because its 
roots run deeply; merely severing them 
will result in the plant resprouting. Try 
to weed them while they are still small.

5. ANNUAL MEADOW GRASS
Not a weed to be feared, this grass can 
produce a large clump very quickly but 
its root system is small and shallow. 
Loosen the roots before pulling and it 
should uproot easily.

WEED CONTROL

543

1 2
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A happy and thriving climber is a well-trained climber. 
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home. Whether wooden pergola or metal arch, climbing 
plants need climbing frames that suit their quirks. There’s a 
home for every sort of climber, regardless of if it’s a rampant 

‘clinger’, a heavy-stemmed fl opper or a stubborn, sti� -stemmed rose.
Climbers add height, seclusion, shelter and scent to the garden. They help manage 

the transition from one garden room to another, a kind of living portalIM
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CLIMBERS

Care for climbing plants and their supports now, and 
look forward to flowers and scent from the ground up 

throughout the summer months

Scaling New 
Heights
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A happy and thriving climber is a well-
trained climber. And a well-trained 
climber is one that has a good home. 
Whether wooden pergola or metal 
arch, climbing plants need climbing 

frames that suit their quirks. There is a home 
for every sort of climber, whether it is a rampant 
‘clinger’, a heavy-stemmed flopper or a stubborn, 
stiff-stemmed rose.

Climbers add height, seclusion, shelter and scent 
to the garden. They help manage the transition from 
one garden room to another, blur boundaries and 
conceal eyesores. As well as providing the correct 
support for the plant, a climbing frame needs to 
have style and elegance, too. Some of the beauty of a 
climbing rose dripping with flowers will be lost, for 
instance, if it is growing up a ramshackle, paint-
peeled, wonky wooden frame.

Perhaps the most classic way to use a climbing 
plant is to grow one over an entrance to 
a house, conservatory or garden room. 
Growing two specimens of the same 
climber either side of an arch is a quick 
way to create the symmetrical ‘chocolate 
box’ scene that so wonderfully 
celebrates England in high summer.

When choosing their support, it 
is important to be aware of how the 
plants will actually climb. Twining 
plants, such as Wisteria, spiral around 
a vertical support, so need sturdy, 
substantial uprights. Scrambling plants, 
such as Clematis and honeysuckle do 
just that, growing through other plants 
in their natural habitat, so will need 
tying in to trellis or wires on a regular 

Right A pergola 
allows Wisteria 
flowers to drip 
downwards. 
Below Small 
Clematis such as 
‘Hagley Hybrid’ do 
well on an obelisk. 
Bottom Large 
arches or pergolas 
suit vigorous 
climbing roses.

basis. In the wild, where they tend to grow through 
other plants, climbing roses use their thorns as 
grappling hooks to hoist their stems upright but, 
trained on a support or against a wall, they will need 
help in the form of soft ties or string. These roses 
flower better if their stems are trained horizontally.

Self-supporting climbers, such as ivy, which 
produces sticky adventitious roots along its stems, 
or Virginia creeper, which attaches to a surface with 
tiny sucker pads, need no help, but take care that 
they don’t damage old masonry or brickwork. Sweet 
peas climb using slender spiralling leaf tendrils, so 
they need an obelisk made from slender metal rods, 
or fine netting around which their tendrils may loop.

Deciduous climbers demand a support that looks 
as glamorous in winter as it does fully clothed in 
summer, for a year-round display to be proud of. 

Choosing a support that fits into the style of the 
garden is the key. A willow obelisk will suit an old-
world country cottage garden perfectly, while  
a coated steel arbour will blend in more effectively  
if a classic, formal English garden style is required.

Wooden pergolas are ideal for sturdy climbers 
or displays that involve more than one climber 

CLIMBERS
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Above Clematis 
montana soon 
hides a boundary. 
Prune it lightly after 
flowering if needed. 
Left Tie new growth 
on climbers into 
their supports now. 
Below A climber-
clad arch eases the 
transition between 
parts of the garden.

growing over the same space. Thick timber supports 
will manfully take the burden of a collection of 
climbers, to create an enclosed paradise. Remember 
that Wisteria and fast-growing rambling roses such 
as ‘Paul’s Himalyan Musk’ can become very heavy 
plants over time.

Perhaps no climbing plant is as beautiful in early 
summer as Wisteria. For the best possible display, it 
needs an elegant but sturdy structure that allows the 
stems to be easily trained when the plant is young. 
This style of support will also allow for the flowers 
to hang gracefully without intrusion.

CARING FOR CLIMBERS IN SPRING
Climbing plants always lead the eye upwards and, 
as a result, the base of a climbing plant is often 
neglected, so it pays to take notice now. Check for 
perennial weeds, which can go unnoticed in the 
height of summer. Remove weeds by hand to avoid 
disturbing the roots of the climber.

Soil at the base of climbers – especially those in 
hot, south-facing positions – can dry out quickly. 
Apply a mulch of composted bark, or well-rotted 
compost to lock in moisture and suppress weeds. IM
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The new battery-operated RM4140V 
16-inch Cordless Rear Roller Mower 

from Cobra will help you maintain a 
lawn without the fuss of topping up 
petrol or the worry of electric cables. 

The battery runs for 30 minutes 
before it needs charging, is easy to 
lift, and runs quietly, too. With a 41cm 
cutting width, this mower is perfect for 
small- to medium-sized lawns, while 
the rear roller creates bowling-green 
stripes for a professional fi nish.

FEATURES

● 16-inch cutting width

● Lightweight 40V lithium ion battery

● Runs for 30 minutes without 

needing to be charged

● Compatible with other Cobra 40V 

lithium ion garden tools

● Seven-stage single lever height 

adjustment from 20mm to 75mm

● 50-litre grass collecting bag

To view the full range of Cobra’s lawn 
mowers and powered garden tools and 
to fi nd a nearby stockist, visit www.
cobragarden.co.uk

HOW TO ENTER
Visit www.theenglishgarden.co.uk/
lawnmower-competition and fi ll in the 
entry form. Closing date is 24 May 2016. 

The winner will be picked at random. 
For full terms and conditions, visit 
www.theenglishgarden.co.uk

Climbers in containers will need a monthly liquid 
feed to ensure they receive su�  cient nutrients 
through the growing season. Use a general 
fertiliser such as Maxicrop Growth Stimulant 
once a month, adding the fertiliser to the watering 
can before watering the plant. 

FRAMES FOR SWEET PEAS
Perhaps the most widely grown climbers in 
summer are sweet peas. Although often trained 
up bamboo canes, something elegant is a more 
fi tting way to display these special, old-fashioned 
fl owers. Obelisks are the perfect home for such 
fragrant annuals, as they allow for a full, almost 
shrub-like e� ect to be created by planting multiple 
plants at around the base. Check the overall 
height of the plants against the height of the 
obelisk to eliminate the risk of there being a bare 
top at the apex. Simply position the obelisks in 
a sunny site and plant the sweet peas around its 
base, tying them in gently with soft string until 
they start to climb by themselves. ■

■ Agriframes 
Tel: 0117 934 1790; 
www.agriframes.co.uk

■ Artisan Plant Supports 
Tel: 01538 753128; www.
artisanplantsupports.co.uk 

■ Chairworks 
Tel: 020 8247 3700; 
www.chairworks.info

■ Garden Requisites 
Tel: 01225 851577; 
www.garden-requisites.co.uk

■ Harrod Horticultural 
Tel: 0333 4001500; www. 
harrodhorticultural.com 

■ Leander Plant Supports
Tel: 01773 550495; www.
leanderplantsupports.co.uk 

■ Plant Supports
Tel: 01584 781578; 
www.plantsupports.co.uk

 SUPPLIERS

Right Additional twigs 
positioned around a 
frame encourage sweet 
peas to start climbing 
for themselves and fully 
cover an obelisk.
Below Honeysuckle’s 
long, scrambling stems 
are perfect for covering 
fencing or trellis.

CLIMBERS
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COMPETITION
WIN a Cobra 
Cordless Rear Roller 
Mower worth £340
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Raised waistband  
for back protection

Waterproof  
seat panel

Stab proof pockets  
for sharp tools

Zipped pocket for 
mobile phones

Adjustable, 
waterproof 

padded knees 

HIGH PERFORMANCE CLOTHING 
FOR HARD WORKING GARDENERS www.genus.gs

Terms app ly

USE CODE: TEG10

YOUR FIRST PURCHASE

10OFF
%

Are you a cut above the rest?  
The GREAT BRITISH STRIPE OFF is here! 

THE 2016 INTERNATIONAL CREATIVE LAWN 
STRIPES COMPETITION—sponsored by ALLETT Mowers 
To enter send  in your creative lawn stripes  entry to 
sales@allett.co.uk with your name and your full postal address. 
Full details  and T+C’s on our Facebook/Twitter pages. 

CLOSING DATE 31ST AUGUST 2016   
GOOD LUCK! 
www.allett.co.uk    01889 271503 

Are you a cut above the rest?  
The GREAT BRITISH STRIPE OFF is here! 

THE 2016 INTERNATIONAL CREATIVE LAWN 
STRIPES COMPETITION—sponsored by ALLETT Mowers 
To enter send  in your creative lawn stripes  entry to 
sales@allett.co.uk with your name and your full postal address. 
Full details  and T+C’s on our Facebook/Twitter pages. 

CLOSING DATE 31ST AUGUST 2016   
GOOD LUCK! 
www.allett.co.uk    01889 271503 

Bring your lawn back to life…aerate, refresh and 
remove moss and thatch.

 Our 40” lawncare system is perfect for the job.
Just one of a range of lawn care machinery, garden trailers equestrian 

maintenance units and more.
For a free brochure call 01473 328272 or email sales@schsupplies.co.uk 

www.schsupplies.co.uk
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The Reviewer
A selection of the best garden writing to appear this month 

NEW BOOKS

The Art of Making Gardens
By Luciano Giubbilei
Merrell, £45

When Luciano Giubbilei was given a 
border at Great Dixter with which to 
experiment, a crucial stage in his career as 
an award-winning garden designer began. 
He had never had a garden of his own but 
Sir Paul Smith suggested he get his hands in 
the soil. Working with Fergus Garrett, as 
well as Rachael Dodd and James Horner, 
all of whom contribute sections to the 
book, he explored planting combinations 
and learnt the craft of gardening. It 
deepened his understanding of plants and 
how to put them together.

The first section of this publication 
covers Luciano’s experience of gardening 
at Great Dixter, and is practical as well as 
thoughtful: staking, spacing, adding plants 
mid-season, using light and proportion 
with sensitivity, there is plenty to learn 
from here. The second section focuses on 
his love of craft and traditional making; the 
third on water, colour and texture, natural 
landscapes and how he approaches design. 

Luciano’s writing is as elegant, 
restrained and contemplative as one of his 
Chelsea gardens. Andrew Montgomery’s 
photographs are an eloquent match, 
evoking atmosphere with a thoughtfulness, 
intimacy and calm. There is a quiet that 
draws you in, for this is a profound book 
that every garden designer should read.

A Natural History of the Hedgerow
By John Wright and John Davey
Profile Books, £16.99

‘A walk from one end of a 100-metre hedge 
to the other can take me half an hour 
and any companions soon get bored’ says 
author John Wright. This enthusiasm and 
inspection of the detailed intricacies of the 
British hedgerow make for an engaging 
book that won’t bore those with a love of 
the outdoors and native plants. 

Starting with the Ice Age, Wright 
takes the reader on a journey through 
thousands of years to the hedges we know 
today. A section entitled Natural History, 
one of four in the book, is of particular 
interest to gardeners, offering a thorough 
examination of the flora of a typical British 
hedgerow. Wright shares an anecdote of 
his plantaholic friend Bryan spotting 100 
different species of plant in a 72-metre 
stretch of hedgerow, and lists every plant 
his friend identified. 

Plants are described with tremendous 
knowledge and enthusiasm that can only 
come from someone who knows and loves 
them like old friends.

With chapters on shrubs and climbers, 
herbaceous plants and grasses, and trees 
of the hedgerow, this is a great educational 
tool – not to say fascinating read – for 
those who do not want to keep saying 
‘what plant is that?’ when walking past an 
established hedgerow.

Anthology of Flowers
By Jane Field-Lewis and Richard Maxted
Quadrille, £15

An engaging blend of arresting images and 
rich, memorable plant information, this 
book is indulgence rather than reference. 
Set out like a Victorian botanical, the text 
entries are lively, illuminating and carry 
a modern twist that belies the classical 
nature of the imagery.

Despite the text on each plant being 
succinct, this volume will arm the reader 
with some fascinating pieces of trivia with 
which to entertain green-fingered friends. 
The plant Alchemilla being so-called 
because of the efforts of alchemists to  
use water droplets from its leaves to 
turn base metal into gold is one of many 
intriguing stories told. 

Aside from the engaging text, it is 
ultimately the pictures of the plants 
themselves that are the book’s strongest 
suit. The photographs are mesmerising, 
looking for all the world as if they were the 
work of a painter’s hand.

Split into seven categories (folkloric, 
medicinal, emotional, edible, wild, exotic 
and toxic) 50 plants are featured, and there 
is a handy catalogue at the back of the 
book, with each plant photographed to 
scale. Most of the flowers are well known 
although most entries are unspecific of 
cultivar or species, which may put off the 
more knowledgeable plantsperson. W
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PREMIER RANGE

bulldogtools.co.uk
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Individual waters-edge,
village & rural cottages set in

enchanting & picturesque
positions. 

Sleeping 2 – 8.

Available throughout the year.
Dogs welcome.

Telephone: 01326 375972

www.creeksidecottages.co.uk

Creekside 
Cottages

Cornwall

HSP GARDEN BUILDINGS LTD 
 

Summerhouses, Gazebos and Bespoke Structures 

Hampstead Court, Mildenhall, Suffolk, IP28 7AS 
w: www.hspgardenbuildings.com e: info@hspgardenbuildings.com 

t: +44 (0) 1638 583814 f: +44 (0) 1638 583815 

Rural Workwear & Accessories.
Handmade in Norfolk,   England.

   www.carriercompany.co.uk
+44 (0)1328 820699

Church Farm House, Wighton, Norfolk, NR23 1AL, UK
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www.classicroses.co.uk   01953 454707 
London Road    Attleborough    Norfolk    NR17 1AY

Please quote EGAR16 when placing an order or requesting a catalogue 
Rose & Plant Centre    Display Gardens    Free Catalogue 

The Elegance of Roses

‘Sandringham’ 
2016 RHS Chelsea  

Flower Show Introduction

telephone 01661 854 814

mobile 07778 662 966

email design@sophiesgardens.co.uk

visit our website to find out more

www.sophiesgardens.co.uk
Bradley Hall, Wylam, Northumberland, NE41 8JL

telephone 01661 854 814

mobile 07778 662 966

email design@sophiesgardens.co.uk

visit our website to find out more

www.sophiesgardens.co.uk
Bradley Hall, Wylam, Northumberland, NE41 8JL

ANTI-SLIP DECKING OIL:  Highest quality top coat for wood decking

NO MORE SLIP UPS!

Call us
01296 481220

Learn more
osmouk.com

MICROPOROUS  |  NATURAL  |  SLIP-RESISTANT  |  OIL-BASED |  HIGH COVERAGE
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How would you describe your book?
Hopefully it is an inspiration for readers to try their 
hand at creating different types of naturalistic 
and naturalised plantings in all sizes of garden, 
supported by practical advice and step-by-step 
sequences showing how to go about it.

Were there any myths that you wanted to debunk 
by writing the book?
It is a myth that you need huge amounts of space 
to establish naturalistic plantings of any value to 
ourselves, wildlife or the environment. It can be 
as simple as letting the lawn grow a little longer in 
places, being less tidy and ensuring the plants we 
grow, both native and exotic, will support wildlife 
and reduce our dependence on pesticides. Science 
has proved it is the collective patchwork and 
diversity of habitats in gardens that makes them  
so important as a refuge for wildlife.

Why is there so much interest in wildflowers and 
meadows among gardeners at the momemt?
There is a genuine, heartfelt concern about the 
threats to nature through human activity across 
all sections of society and age groups, and not 
only from the gardening community. Flower-

filled meadows and grasslands are also spiritually 
uplifting and make us value the incredible diversity 
and beauty there is. You cannot better nature at  
its aesthetic best. 

Is it possible this is a lasting interest that will 
leave a significant legacy?
Ongoing scientific research about the value of 
gardens as refuges for wildlife, and the role that 
native, and importantly exotic plants, play in 
helping sustain the life cycles and feeding of many 
organisms, particularly insects and birds, will help 
us forge a far greater understanding of nature. 
There is still so much to know. Professional and 
amateur plant breeders are starting to produce 
plants that flower over a longer season or that 
re-bloom again at another time, but which can 
perform in challenging or unimproved conditions 
without resorting to using fertilisers or artificial 
irrigation. In a changing climate our gardens need 
to be better adapted and more robust to cope with 
more extreme events. 

How can a lack of space be overcome when 
incorporating a meadow into a domestic garden?
There are so many different types of ‘meadow’ to 
create. The secret is not to be too ambitious. Start 
with annuals sown alongside a path, or in gaps in 
borders. Or, instead of creating a meadow, let an 
area of lawn grow a little longer, and naturalise a 
succession of spring and early summer bulbs into 
it. Some suppliers offer rolls of turf ready planted 
with a selection of wildflowers for instant effect. 
Perennials, ornamental grasses and summer bulbs 
also work well. The permutations are endless.

Which particular plant did you especially want to 
bring to a wider audience in this book?
It was the diversity of opportunities to use a wide 
range of plants more naturalistically that I really 
wanted to point out, and illustrate that a well-
designed garden need not look unkempt. For 
example, the range of growth habits and seed 
heads of ornamental grasses is truly astonishing. 
Combine these with stout perennials and you have 
something magical for summer and autumn.

New Wild Garden
By Ian Hodgson 
Frances Lincoln, £25

NEW BOOKS

In New Wild Garden, Ian Hodgson assesses the move towards  
meadow gardens against a backdrop of environmental concerns 
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GARDENS TO VISIT 
Get ideas and inspiration from beautiful gardens across the country

THE BISHOPS PALACE & GARDENS
Off Market Place, Wells, Somerset BA5 2PD
Tel: 01749 988111 | www.bishopspalace.org.uk  

Over 14 acres of spectacular gardens including picturesque, romantic, formal and Victorian styles,  
a wild flower arboretum, specimen trees, a contemporary Garden of Reflection and Community 
Garden alongside waterfalls, well pools, a moat with resident swans and a stunning medieval Palace.

Don’t miss The English Country Garden Festival 10-12 June 2016 with Roy Lancaster – everything 
you need to learn to love your garden!

OPEN: Daily 10am–6pm.

LEEDS CASTLE  
Maidstone, Kent ME17 1PL
Tel: 01622 765400 | enquiries@leeds-castle.co.uk | www.leeds-castle.com

Celebrate the Year of the English Garden at Leeds Castle in 2016 with a programme of outdoor events 
including Chelsea Fringe, guided walks with the Head Gardener and beautiful colours and smells in the 
Castle gardens. 

OPEN: All year round.

ABBOTSBURY SUBTROPICAL GARDENS 
Bullers Way, Abbotsbury, Dorset DT3 4LA
Tel: 01305 871 387 | www.abbotsburygardens.co.uk

A recent winner of the HHA/ Christie’s Garden of the Year Award and described by Alan Titchmarsh as 
“one of the finest gardens I have ever visited”. Established in 1765 by the Ist Countess of Ilchester as a 
kitchen garden for her nearby castle. It has developed since then into a magnificent 30 acre tropical 
paradise with many exotic features including a Burma rope bridge.

OPEN: 7 days, 10am-5pm summer, 10am-4pm winter. Last admission one hour before close.

HOUGHTON HALL & GARDENS  
Houghton, King’s Lynn, Norfolk PE31 6UE
Tel: 0485 528569 | Website: www.houghtonhall.com   

Built in the 1720s for Britain’s first Prime Minister, Sir Robert Walpole, the Palladian mansion is a 
showcase of the work of James Gibbs and Colen Campbell. Interiors by William Kent. Houghton sits in 
traditional parkland, home to white fallow deer and a collection of contemporary sculptures.  
The award-winning five-acre Walled Garden includes a spectacular double-sided herbaceous border  
and rose parterre.  

OPEN: 1 May until 25 September 2016, Wednesdays, Thursdays, Sundays and Bank Holiday Mondays. 
Gates open at 11am. Hall opens at 12.30pm. Last admission 4.30pm one hour before closure.

CHELSEA PHYSIC GARDEN 
66 Royal Hospital Road, London SW3 4HS
Tel: 020 7352 5646 | chelseaphysicgarden.co.uk

Visit Chelsea Physic Garden this summer and explore our theme, Captivating Scents: fresh floral fœtid.  
A variety of outdoor exhibitions have been designed by our Head Gardener, including a replanting of the 
perfumery amphitheatre focusing on plants which are used to create perfumes and immersive scent 
experiences to delight your nose! Look out for scent themed events throughout the year. 

OPEN: 25 March – 30 October 2016, Tuesday to Fridays, Sundays and Bank Holidays, 11am-6pm.

BESPOKE PROMOTION
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MELBOURNE HALL & GARDENS  
Melbourne Hall, Church Square, Melbourne, Derbyshire DE73 8EN
Tel: 01332 862502 | info@melbournehall.com | www.melbournehallgardens.com

Melbourne Hall Gardens is a magnificent example of an 18th century garden with fine statuary 
throughout, clipped lawns, yews and a series of picturesque pools – originally planned by Rt. Hon 
Thomas Coke. A stunning array of specimen trees, shrubs and unusual plants can be seen, making it a 
botanical as well as an historical delight. It is an enchanting fusion of the style of  Versaille and Giverny. 
The historic quality of this 18th century garden has been enhanced by botanical delights planted over 
the last 25 years. A garden not to be missed.   

OPEN: Wed, Sat, Sun and BH Mon 1.30 to 5.30pm April to Sept. House open Aug only.

ROUSHAM HOUSE & GARDEN  
Rousham, Bicester, Oxfordshire OX25 4QU
Tel: 01869 347110 | www.rousham.org  

Rousham represents the first phase of English landscape design, and remains almost as William Kent left 
it, one of the few gardens of this date to have escaped alteration. Many features which delighted 18th 
century visitors to Rousham are still in situ, such as the ponds and cascades in Venus’s Vale, the Cold 
Bath and seven-arched Praeneste, Townsend’s Building, the Temple of the Mill, and, on the skyline, a 
sham ruin known as the ‘Eyecatcher’. 

OPEN: Daily from 10am, last admission 4.30pm.

BORDE HILL GARDEN 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH16 1XP
Tel: 01444 450326 | www.bordehill.co.uk

Borde Hill’s 17th annual Sculpture Exhibition transforms the historic garden into an outdoor gallery alive  
with abstract works and figurative in bronze, resin, stone, metalwork, stained glass and ceramics. It 
includes a stunning installation of ‘Aquapoise’, by international sculptor Angela Conner. The Exhibition 
runs 1 May – 30 September and sculptures are for sale.

Don’t miss a special day with Rose Talk and Walk by James Alexander-Sinclair and refreshments on the 
23 of June. Guided House tour included.

OPEN: 19 March – 30 September and Halloween week, open weekdays 10am-5pm and weekends 10am-6pm.

HEVER CASTLE & GARDENS 
Hever, Edenbridge, Kent TN8 7NG
Tel: 01732 865224 | www.hevercastle.co.uk

Celebrate the Year of the English Garden at magnificent award-winning gardens set in 125 acres of 
glorious grounds. No matter what time of year you visit you are guaranteed a breath-taking display.

During May the gardens at Hever Castle offer more than just a visual display – all senses are stimulated 
as wonderful scents waft in the air and spring breezes rustle the drooping heads of wisteria blooms. 
Walls are covered in camellias and rhododendrons are in full splendour.

OPEN: See website for opening dates throughout the year. 

Gardens to visit in partnership with

WATERPERRY GARDENS 
Waterperry, near Wheatley, Oxfordshire OX33 1JZ 
Tel: 01844 339254 | office@waterperrygardens.co.uk | www.waterperrygardens.co.uk

Eight acres of spectacular ornamental gardens with a fascinating history and one of the country’s finest 
herbaceous borders. May blooms with lupins and alliums.

There is a Plant Centre, Garden Shop, Gift Barn, Gallery, Rural Life Museum and Teashop onsite and 
events and gardening courses run throughout the year.  

OPEN: 10am to 5.30pm. Party bookings welcome by arrangement.
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OUR GUIDE TO THE BEST OF BRITISH NURSERIES

Specialists in hardy trees, shrubs 
and climbers including a huge 
selection of unusual and rare 
species and varieties. Expert 
advice is available from our 
helpful staff. The nursery is 
surrounded by a nine-acre 
woodland garden (RHS Partner 
Garden), and visitors are welcome 
all year round. 
Informative website & reliable mail 
order service if you would like 
plants delivered.

Tel: 01530 413700
sales@bluebellnursery.com | www.bluebellnursery.com
Annwell Lane, Smisby, Ashby de la Zouch, Leicestershire LE65 2TA

BLUEBELL ARBORETUM & NURSERY

Established for 25 years, 
Woottens is a traditional nursery 
specialising in hardy perennials, 
with some of the largest 
collections of Irises & Primula 
auriculas in England. Woottens 
also specialises in Pelargoniums & 
Hemerocallis.  
Mail order and design services. 
Bearded Iris Open Fields  
Everyday from 28 May –  
19 June 
Horticultural courses running 
weekly. 
Spring Plant Fair  
on Sunday 1st May 10am-4pm 
Free entry

Tel: 01502 478258
info@woottensplants.co.uk | www.woottensplants.com
Woottens of Wenhaston Ltd, Wenhaston, Suffolk, IP19 9HD

WOOTTENS PLANTS

A family-run nursery in rural 
Lancashire, Daisy Clough 
specialises in a carefully  
selected range of over 600 
perennials and grasses. Open 
seven days a week for visitors, the 
nursery also grows a good 
selection of garden worthy 
shrubs, along with container 
plants, vegetable plants and fruit. 
The 2016 plant list is available to 
download from the website. 
Seeds, pots and sundries are 
available in our new shop.

Tel: 01524 793104
info@daisyclough.com  |  www.daisyclough.com
Daisy Clough Nurseries Ltd, Station Lane, Scorton, Preston, Lancs PR3 1AN

DAISY CLOUGH NURSERIES LTD

A traditional working nursery 
situated in the West Midlands. We 
specialise in Hellebores, Hardy 
Cyclamen, Salvias, Hepaticas, 
Hydrangeas, Lewisias, Dwarf 
Conifers, Snowdrops, Primula 
auriculas and offer many more 
choice plants. We feel Ashwood 
Nurseries is a plantsman’s paradise. 
Our mail order service sends 
plants, garden essentials and gifts 
to UK and EU destinations. Special 
events throughout the year. Please 
visit our website for more details. 
Open Daily. Free colour brochure 
quote ENGMAY16

Tel: 01384 401996
mailorder@ashwoodnurseries.com | www.ashwoodnurseries.com
Ashwood Nurseries, Ashwood Lower Lane, Kingswinford,  
West Midlands DY6 0AE

ASHWOOD NURSERIES 

Spring Reach Nursery grows a 
fantastic range of clematis, trees, 
hedging, ferns, shrubs, fruit, 
perennials, roses, climbers  
and grasses. READY NOW ½ 
standard Wisteria, Standard roses 
and Mahonia nitens ‘Cabaret’. Visit 
one of Surrey’s finest nurseries – a 
gardener’s paradise! 
Just five minutes from RHS 
Garden Wisley – follow junction 10 
off the M25. Open Mon–Sat, 
10am–5pm; and Sun, 
10.30am–4.30pm.

Tel: 01483 284769
info@springreachnursery.co.uk | www.springreachnursery.co.uk
Spring Reach Nursery, Long Reach, Ockham, Surrey GU23 6PG

SPRING REACH NURSERY

Hedging UK are specialist growers 
of quality hedging plants.  
Plants are available to purchase at 
wholesale prices across the UK 
through our mail order service. 
Buy direct from the grower, 
delivered direct to your door.

Readers of The English Garden  
get a 5% discount

(quote TEG2016).

Tel: 01704 827224 or 07789 922457
sales@hedginguk.com  |  www.hedginguk.com
Boundary House Farm, Holmeswood Road, Holmeswood,  
Lancashire L40 1UA

HEDGING UK
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ANIMALS IN WIRE
Bespoke life-sized metal sculptures of your 
favourite animals, beloved pets or fantasy 
creatures, be it Labradors, Llamas, Hippos, 
Chickens and everything in between! All 
are handcrafted from dense layers of 
galvanised wire mesh by a trained sculptor in 
Walthamstow, London and perfectly suitable 
for either outdoors or inside. Just get in 
contact with a photo or an idea and we will do 
the rest.
Tel: 07951 039663
barry@animalsinwire.co.uk 
www.animalsinwire.co.uk   

BORDER SUNDIALS 
Capel Tenison of Border Sundials makes 
beautiful armillary spheres, horizontal and 
vertical sundials from antiqued brass, bronze  
or stainless steel. All sundials are made to  
order and carefully engraved with your choice 
of mottoes or dedications and calibrated to 
your precise location, wherever you are in  
the world.
Chelsea Flower Show. Stand RGB252 
Tel: 01873 840 297
www.bordersundials.co.uk  

BESPOKE PROMOTION

Out
in the 

Garden
Our selection of the best  

accessories will add the perfect 
finishing touch to your garden in 

time for summer 

2

31

4

LEANDER PLANT SUPPORTS
Leander’s Lobster Pots in rusted iron are the 
perfect grow-through support for peonies 
and poppies, and later for tall daisies. They 
are available in four sizes, and there is now a 
tall version which is great for climbing roses. 
For these and many other beautiful and useful 
designs, all made in England, visit our website.
Tel: 01773 550495
www.leanderplantsupports.co.uk  

STAN FAIRBROTHER  
GARDEN STRUCTURES 

Stan Fairbrother Garden Structures was 
established in 1998 and with over thirty five 
years experience, Stan has earned a reputation 
for crafting some of the finest garden escapes 
in the country. Creating beautiful designs from 
traditional construction, a garden building 
by Stan Fairbrother is the perfect choice if 
you desire a bespoke, wonderful piece of 
architecture that will last you for many years  
of enjoyment to come.
Tel: 01772 814274
Email: enquiries@stanfairbrother.co.uk
www.stanfairbrother.co.uk   

1

2

2

43
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WWW.THEENGLISHGARDEN.CO.UK

ACCESSORIES

CLOTHING

ACCOMMODATION

BRIDGES

GARDENING TOOLS

GREENHOUSES

Traditional Georgian style steel planters, window boxes and butts

01299 827059   www.arthurjack.co.uk
   Hand-crafted in England   

May we invite you to the coastal resort of Grange over Sands, within easy 
reach of the Lake District, and to stay at our comfortable hotel overlooking 

the picturesque coastline of Morecambe Bay.
April 25th-July 3rd  Any 4-night break from £361.00pp D,B&B.

Park Road, Grange-over-Sands, LA11 7HQ
Tel. 015395 33026.  www.clarehousehotel.co.uk

Clare House

Inspectors’ Choice Hotel 

Clare House
Located on the picturesque coastline of Morecambe Bay,  

within easy reach of the Lake District.
April 23rd – July 1st any four night break from  

£366.00 pp D, B & B
Park Road, Grange-over-Sands, LA11 7HQ

Tel. 015395 33026.  www.clarehousehotel.co.uk

May we invite you to the coastal resort of Grange over Sands, within easy 
reach of the Lake District, and to stay at our comfortable hotel overlooking 

the picturesque coastline of Morecambe Bay.
April 25th-July 3rd  Any 4-night break from £361.00pp D,B&B.

Park Road, Grange-over-Sands, LA11 7HQ
Tel. 015395 33026.  www.clarehousehotel.co.uk

Clare House

Inspectors’ Choice Hotel 

Coulson’s Bridges
We design and make wooden pedestrian bridges for lakes, streams and large ponds.

Designed and made by Coulson’s Bridges, the bridges are of a laminated construction which gives 
them great strength and elegance. Constructed from selected joinery timber, they are available in 

four styles - Chinese, Japanese, Monet and Edinburgh.
They are finished in high quality wood preservatives in almost any colour to suit the customer’s 
requirements. This ensures very good protection for the wood and allows easy maintenance.

Bridges are delivered as a complete kit, in the form of two matching wooden girders, and come with 
full simple to follow construction notes. A handyman or builder can be employed by the customer to 

carry out the construction.
We are always willing to discuss designs and details, as a personal service is a mark of our company.

01206 262387 www.coulsonsbridges.co.uk

Support where it’s needed
Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range of Plant 
Supports within the UK. All handmade in Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire. Made by Gardeners for Gardeners.

Support where it’s needed
Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range of Plant 
Supports within the UK. All handmade in Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire. Made by Gardeners for Gardeners.

Support where it’s needed
Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range of Plant 
Supports within the UK. All handmade in Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire. Made by Gardeners for Gardeners.

Support where it’s needed
Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range of Plant 
Supports within the UK. All handmade in Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire. Made by Gardeners for Gardeners.Support where  
it’s needed

Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range 
of Plant Supports within the UK.  

All handmade in Tenbury Wells, Worcestershire. 
Made by Gardeners for Gardeners.

Support where it’s needed
Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range of Plant 
Supports within the UK. All handmade in Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire. Made by Gardeners for Gardeners.

Support where it’s needed
Plant Supports (UK) Ltd have the largest range of Plant 
Supports within the UK. All handmade in Tenbury Wells, 

Worcestershire. Made by Gardeners for Gardeners.

For details or to order visit

www.plantsupports.co.uk
or call 01584 781578

Plant supports (UK) Ltd. Skipperley, Rochford, Tenbury Wells, Worcs WR15 8SL

10%  
discount for  

all online orders, 
enter promotional 

code  
EGMAY2016

Silky Fox Saws

Foxley Estate Offi ce, 
Mansel Lacy,
Hereford HR4 7HQ

Tel: 01981 590224 
Fax: 01981 590355

enquiries@silkyfox.co.uk

Secateurs, hedgeshears and the world’s fi nest 
pruning saws in superb, tempered Japanese steel

Visit silkyfox.co.uk to fi nd your local stockist

Pocketboy 170

Hayauchi
490

KST230

KST103

KST217

Silky Fox Saws
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Silky Fox Saws

Foxley Estate Offi ce, 
Mansel Lacy,
Hereford HR4 7HQ

Tel: 01981 590224 
Fax: 01981 590355

enquiries@silkyfox.co.uk

Secateurs, hedgeshears and the world’s fi nest 
pruning saws in superb, tempered Japanese steel

Visit silkyfox.co.uk to fi nd your local stockist

Pocketboy 170

Hayauchi
490

KST230

KST103

KST217

The Smart Cart
7 or 12 cu ft, nimble, light,
barrow lugging banished

forever –  so tough, it will 
be your friend for life

www.smartcartsuk.com
t 07850 204714

The best barro
w ever.....

www.originalblues.uk

The Traveller
Comfort and style combine in this very
wearable indigo denim knitted jacket.

Indigo Traveller is crafted from 100% soft
cotton in a beautiful shade of indigo.

Machine washable and can be tumble
dried if desired.

On promotion from £89.00 to
£69.00 p&p

Shop online or call on 01635 867165

T

hurdles, garden products and baskets
For catalogue 020 8247 3700

WWW.chaIrWorks.InFo  InFo@chaIrWorks.InFo

THE BEST PROTECTION FROM 
SLUGS AND SNAILS

www.slugrings.co.uk
01225 851524

AUTO VENTS

Classifieds EGUK MAY16.indd   112 15/04/2016   15:55

mailto:info@chelseamagazines.com
mailto:info@chelseamagazines.com
mailto:info@chelseamagazines.com
http://www.clarehousehotel.co.uk
http://www.arthurjack.co.uk
http://www.clarehousehotel.co.uk
http://www.clarehousehotel.co.uk
http://www.coulsonsbridges.co.uk
http://www.plantsupports.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@silkyfox.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@silkyfox.co.uk
mailto:enquiries@silkyfox.co.uk
http://www.smartcartsuk.com
http://www.originalblues.uk
mailto:InFo@chaIrWorks.InFo
http://www.slugrings.co.uk


TO
 A

D
V

ERTISE • TEL: 020 7349 3700 •  EM
A

IL: info@
chelseam

agazines.com

Shop with usFOR MORE INFORMATION VISIT US AT 
WWW.THEENGLISHGARDEN.CO.UK

HOLIDAYS NURSERIES

NURSERIES

AQUARIUM &  
POND SUPPLIES

TRAPS

PUBLISHERS

PET SERVICES

POND  & AQUARIUM SUPPLIES
WATERLILIES 

& AQUATIC 
SPECIALISTS

Bog and moisture loving plants
Butyl pool liners and accessories 

Please send 2x1st class stamps for catalogue to:
Mimmacks Aquatics 

Woodholme Nursery, Goatsmoor Lane,  
Stock, Essex CM4 9RS (Dept TEG16) 

Telephone: 01277 840204
www.mimmacks.co.uk

Visit our web site www.apuldramroses.co.uk 
or call 01243 785769.

Apuldram Roses, Crouchers Farm, Birdham Road, Chichester, West Sussex PO20 7EQ

Apuldram Roses, growers of  
300 di�erent varieties, friendly helpful 

advice always available.  

Shop at www.pacdog.co.uk

Shop at www.pacdog.co.uk

Having Dog Problems?
Do You Need To

Stop Dogs Straying From Your Property
Help with Training, Recall
Worrying of Farm Stock etc.
Need To Cure Nuisance Barking.

PACDOG Control System Experts 
Have the Solution For You

Electronic Dog Fence
Electronic Dog Training Systems
Bark Controllers

Keep Your Dog Safe and Visible Night or Day With Our High Vis
Dog Collars, Leads and Long Line Training Leads

Contact us now for sales and expert advice:

UK Freephone: 0800 028 4325
Irl Low Call 1890 361 361

Keep Your Dog Safe and Visible Night or DayWith Our High Vis
Dog Collars, Leads and Long Line Training Leads

Contact us now for sales and expert advice:
UK Freephone: 0800 028 4325

Irl Low Call 1890 361 361
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Combats:  Blanket Weed, Duckweed, 
Algae, Green Water, Sludge, Clogged 

Filters and Odour.
Safe for: Fish, Pets, Ducks, Frogs and  

all forms of wildlife.

AQUAPLANCTON

Tel: 01298 – 214003 
www.aquaplancton.co.uk

BEFORE AFTER
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PUBLISHERS

Island Cottage
Holidays

01929 481555
www.islandcottageholidays.com

01929 48155501929 481555
.com

01929 48155501929 481555
www.islandcottageholidaysislandcottageholidaysislandcottageholidaysislandcottageholidaysislandcottageholidaysislandcottageholidays.com

Delightful holiday cottages
in beautiful coastal &
rural locations

Isle of  Wight & Dorset

The most comprehensive catalogue ever

In partnership with our sister company

SUFFOLK HERBS

2016                       
The most comprehensive catalogue ever

In partnership with our sister company

SUFFOLK HERBS

2016                       

The most comprehensive  
catalogue ever

2016

Request your free copy 
www.kingsseeds.com | 01376570000

www.beagleproducts.com
or call us on 01223 927216

Mole catching the 
EasySet way

www.beagleproducts.com

Endorsed by 

Master Mole 

Catchers in 

the UK
Mole Catchers Kit
From the makers of the revolutionary 
EasySet Mole Trap. Everything you need 
for only £95.00

EasySet Mole Trap
Also sold separately: £17.50 each
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INSTANT HEDGES AND LARGE TREES
Supplied and planted all year round

Find more information at: www.pracbrown.co.uk 

Professional instant hedge and tree installers, 
with excellent customer satisfaction for over 30 years

Practicality Brown create tree landscapes and green screens; from individual specimen trees 
and instant hedges for private gardens, to bespoke UK-wide projects for designers, architects
and property developers.

We are proud to be the sole supplier of the Elveden Instant Hedge™, which is UK- grown to be
mature and flat sided.  We also sell other hedging products, large shrubs, topiary and semi-mature
trees, root-balled and containerised. In fact everything to present a mature garden finish.

Call us to discuss your requirements; whether it’s for trees, topiary or hedges. We would be 
delighted to guide you around our nursery in Iver, Buckinghamshire to view our samples.

Before and after installation, taking less than a day to create a private garden

PRACTICALITY BROWN LTD
The Instant Landscape Specialists

Swan Road, Iver, Bucks. SL0 9LA.
Tel: 01753 652022  Email: sales@pracbrown.co.uk

Beautiful topiary Trees for immediate impact 
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Celebrate the start of summer  
• Irises and stream-side planting at Devon’s Marwood Hill gardens

• Flights of topiary at Rockwood House in Gloucestershire
• Beautiful borders and picturesque meadows at Suffolk’s Wood Farm

• Early summer perfection in the grounds of Arundel Castle
• Heuchera for pretty flowers and foliage

PLUS Create Chelsea style at home
Chelsea designers’ top 10 show-stopping plants

Don’t miss out. Buy single copies or subscribe now at
www.theenglishgarden.co.uk or phone 01858 438854 IM
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Coming next issue in
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SALE
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http://www.theenglishgarden.co.uk
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Sporting Whites
A garden spangled with scented white flowers comes into its own in 
spring. Katherine Swift notes some satisfying planting combinations

T he evenings are getting longer 
now. I fi nd myself working outside 
well into the twilight. I can’t bear 
to come in. The sound of birdsong 
carries on the still air – blackbirds, 

a robin, a solitary thrush – the reverse of the 
dawn chorus. I work on until the fi rst pale stars 
join a fi ngernail of moon above the house.

This is the moment when white fl owers come 
into their own. As the rest of the garden fades into 
dusk, white fl owers begin to glow as if they are lit 
with an inner radiance. 

Vita Sackville-West’s white garden at 
Sissinghurst was perhaps the most infl uential part 
of one of the most infl uential gardens of the 20th 
century, famously planned in winter – ‘the pale 
garden that I am now planting, under the fi rst 
fl akes of snow’ – while she imagined it fl owering 
in summer twilight, with a great white barn-owl 
silently swooping across it. 

But equally you could take inspiration from 
the countryside around you, which in May is 
wreathed with white: from the succession of 
white fruit blossom, which starts with cherry 
plum (Prunus cerasifera), and goes on through 
sloe, damson, pear and plum, ending with wild 
cherry; the white froth of cow parsley which lines 
the verges of the roads; the gilded candles of horse 
chestnut blossom. Horse chestnuts may be too 
large for all but the very largest gardens, but most 
plots can accommodate a fruit tree or two. And 
if cow parsley (Anthriscus sylvestris) seems too 
vigorous, try the gentler annual Bishop’s weed 
(Ammi majus) for the same airy e� ect.

Think of contrasting fl ower shapes: spires 
of white foxgloves and globes of scented white 
Paeonia lactifl ora; cascades of white wisteria with 
the sti�  soldierly shapes of Libertia; stately white 
irises with the ghostly full-moon spheres of white 
alliums. Try the tall white Allium ‘Everest’, or the 
lovely Allium nigrum. 

For midsummer, you could choose white 
rambling roses or sweetly scented Jasminum 
o�  cinale (pictured), their tumbling masses 
contrasting with statuesque white Lilium regale. 

Equally, you 
could take 
inspiration 
from the 
countryside 
around you, 
which in May 
is wreathed 
with white

“

Plant mounds of silver and grey foliage plants – 
Artemisia, Santolina and feathery southernwood 
– to refl ect the last of the light; the white daisy 
fl owers and silvery leaves of Anthemis punctata 
subsp. cupaniana. Add edgings of white lavender 
and dianthus – the frilly white double ‘Mrs 
Sinkins’, exuberantly bursting out of her calyx, 
and the subtle cool green-eyed single, ‘Musgrave’s 
Pink’ – all adding to the heady mix of perfumes.  

For extra scent in the evening, plant sweet 
white rocket (Hesperis matronalis var. albifl ora). 
As dusk falls, its tall white fl owerheads, like a wild 
white phlox, will pump out fragrance across the 
garden. And if you have somewhere to overwinter 
them, team the Hesperis with pots of exotic, 
night-scented angels’ trumpets (Brugmansia).  

Finally, remember a sprinkling of white daisies 
in the turf – like a patch of moonlight in the lawn 
–  to light your way when you fi nally load your 
tools into the wheelbarrow and head for home.

Katherine Swift is working on a new book, 
A Rose for Morville. Her garden opens to the 
public on selected days. The Dower House, 
Morville Hall, Shropshire WV16 5NB. Tel: 
01746 714407; www.morvillefestival.co.uk ■
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FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL 01829 271 890
OR VISIT www.gabrielash.com
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FLOWER SHOW
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For all our OFFERS call or click 0800 783 8083
www.hartley-botanic.co.uk  Quoting Ref: EG

A NEW CONCEPT

RHS Chelsea
Flower Show

2016
Trade Stand
No: MA432

Show Garden
No: MA434

See it for yourself in our first ever RHS Chelsea Flower Show Garden
designed by Catherine MacDonald.
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