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Welcome to a new year and the first New Dawn for 2007. We hope 
you find our 100th issue a thought provoking mix of unreported 
news and views, along with fascinating articles on hidden history, 
ancient mysteries, spirituality, health and wellness.  
 A wise man once mused that there are three groups of peo-
ple in this world. The first group spend their time talking about 
themselves, their job, their children, their plans, hopes, dreams and 
possessions… The second group talk about other people, what 
he or she said, what friends or neighbours did or didn’t do, where 
a certain person was or wasn’t last night… The third group talk 
about ideas, asking questions like, why did this happen?, what is the 
cause of this situation?, why is it so?…
 The first group is largely preoccupied with themselves, the 
second is concerned with other people, mainly what they think or 
do, while the third dwell on the cause or reason for what they see 
around them. It is fair to say that most of us are a mixture, to a 
greater or lesser degree, of all three groups. At different times in 
our life, we may appear to more easily fall into one category rather 
than another. 
 For sometime now the challenge, ‘Open Your Mind To New 
Ideas’, has graced the masthead of this magazine. While New 
Dawn aims to appeal to a broad spectrum of readers, we know 
there is one distinct group for whom New Dawn holds a special 
appeal. These are people concerned with ideas and interested in 
the search for meaning and understanding. Not self-obsessed or 
taken-up with the goings on in other people’s lives, these men and 
woman appreciate the ‘bigger picture’ and strive to expand their 
awareness of life.
 “An idea that is not dangerous is unworthy of being called an 
idea at all,” said Oscar Wilde. New Dawn is unashamedly a source 
of controversial views, fresh perspectives and challenging ideas, 
precisely because what people think determines the way they see 
the world around them. Ideas and information that question the 
dominant consensus reality have the potential to awaken us to a 
whole range of exciting possibilities. 
 As this is our 100th issue, the New Dawn team would like to 
thank everyone who has helped promote the magazine over the 
past 16 years. Our readers continue to be our best promoters. 
And because we are a non-mainstream publication, we do not have 
an advertising budget like the corporate-controlled press. We rely 
on word of mouth promotion, so if you find this 100th issue of New 
Dawn insightful, informative and unique, please tell a friend. Better 
still, purchase a copy and give it to a friend, loved one, or colleague 
who just might discover a completely new world.
 Remember, information is power and ideas have consequences, 
so until next time, keep spreading the word.

– New Dawn Magazine

An idea that is developed and put into action is more  
important than an idea that exists only as an idea.

– Gautama Siddharta,  
the founder of Buddhism,  

563-483 B.C.E.
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Big Brother is 
Watching & 
Listening
New surveillance technologies designed 
to monitor and modify our behaviour 
are proliferating across the globe at an 
alarming pace. 
 London police and councils are 
considering monitoring people’s street 
conversations using high-powered mi-
crophones attached to CCTV cameras. 
The justification being they can record 
aggressive exchanges and use them ei-
ther to intercept violence, or to secure 
criminal convictions.
 The microphones, which are already 
in use in the Netherlands, can pick up 
“aggressive tones” on the basis of 12 fac-
tors, including decibel level, pitch and the 
speed at which words are spoken. They 
are so advanced that background noise is 
filtered out, enabling the camera to focus 
on specific conversations in public places.
 In Britain, there is now one camera 
for every 14 people, meaning every 
citizen is filmed around 300 times a day. 
The network of Automatic Number 
Plate Recognition (ANPR) cameras is 
extending across the country, checking 
up to 3,000 registration numbers per 
hour, per lane of traffic for cars which 
are not taxed or insured.
 Last November, Richard Thomas, 
the UK’s independent information com-
missioner entrusted by the government 
to protect people’s privacy, sounded a 
strong warning that Britain is “waking 
up to a surveillance society that is all 
around us.”
 Responding to these new encroach-
ments by Big Brother, Steve Watson, 
independent journalist for the website 
Infowars.net, writes:
 “Once again this is about having total 
information awareness, the ability to 
monitor everyone, anywhere, all the time. 
It’s about getting used to being control-
led and eliminating any backlash towards 
living under total surveillance. Note how 
the primary function of the cameras is to 
detect aggression or dissent.
 “In addition to simply watching and 

scanning us 24/7 with the ability to 
positively identify who we are, which 
many now consider perfectly normal, 
the latest technology is being used to 
monitor and manipulate our behaviour.”
 Face scanning cameras are another 
example of such technology. Some 
of these devices are programmed to 
sound an alarm when they spot suspi-
cious behaviour, such as waiting some-
where for a prolonged period of time 
or just walking in a suspicious way.
 Such forms of eavesdropping and 
monitoring conversations are not new, 
but they are now simply less covert and 
more out in the open because there is 
an excuse to justify their use.
 “In the US you can call your cell 
phone company to ask them where you 
are and they will tell you down to a few 
feet. That is a federal operation that’s 
hooked into the NSA right at this mo-
ment and about to be hooked into every 
major police department and squad car.
 “Your name, everything about you, 
what you’re doing, where you’re going, 
and the cop can punch in a few keys 
and use your phone as an audio sensor,” 
Watson says. 
 Private industry plan to use micro-
phones in the computers of millions of 
Internet users in the United States to 
spy on their lifestyle choices and build 
psychological profiles that will be used 
for surveillance, invasive advertising and 
data mining.
 “The idea is to use the existing PC 

microphone to listen to whatever is 
heard in the background, be it music, 
your phone going off or the TV turned 
down. The PC then identifies it, using 
fingerprinting, and then shows you rel-
evant content, whether that’s adverts 
or search results, or a chat room on 
the subject,” reported The Register on 3 
September 2006.
 As part of the so-called ‘war on 
terrorism’ in the United States, federal 
agents have assigned millions of inter-
national travellers computer-generated 
scores rating the “risk” they pose of 
being terrorists or criminals.
 The travellers are not allowed to 
see or directly challenge these risk as-
sessments. The US authorities intend to 
keep the scores on file for 40 years.
 The scores are assigned to people 
entering and leaving the United States 
after computers assess their travel 
records, including where they are from, 
how they paid for tickets, their motor 
vehicle records, past one-way travel, 
seating preference and what kind of 
meal they ordered.
 “A government engaging in esca-
lating criminal actions and becoming 
more and more secretive should not be 
watching and tracking us as if we’re all 
criminals,” concludes Watson.

(Sources: “Big Brother: Watching, Listening 
And Shouting,” by Steve Watson, Infowars.
net, 28 November; “Google developing eaves-
dropping software,” www.theregister.co.uk)
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A High Level 
Conspiracy  
Killed Diana
Startling new evidence has come to 
light which directly points to a high 
level cover-up in the tragic deaths of 
Princess Diana and her fiance Dodi 
Fayed in a car crash in 1997.
 Officials investigating the deaths 
have reportedly uncovered the iden-
tity of the suicide victim whose blood 
was mixed up with samples taken from 
Diana and Dodi's driver Henri Paul. 
 It is now known that the blood, pre-
viously thought to be Paul’s and which 
was used to prove the chauffeur was 
three times over the legal drink-driving 
limit, belonged to somebody else. 
 The breakthrough comes as scien-
tists conclude that “numerous serious 
errors” occurred when they initially 
examined blood from driver Henri Paul.
 These errors include the fact that 
Dominique Lecomte, the pathologist 
who conducted Paul’s postmortem 
examination, and Dr. Gilbert Pepin, 
who tested his blood, continually misled 
examining magistrates.
 Paul’s body was taken to a Paris 
morgue, where it was placed alongside 
at least 23 other corpses. Investigators 
have now established the identity of all 
of them including the man whose blood 
was wrongly tested. What is certain is 
that it was this man’s blood – and not 
Paul’s – that was examined. 
 The investigators believe his blood 
contained evidence to “prove” that Paul 
was more than three times over the 
limit. 
 Paul was the Ritz Hotel chauffeur 
who died alongside Diana and Dodi 
when their Mercedes crashed in Paris 
in August 1997.
 Within a few hours of the crash the 
authorities claimed that Paul had been 
drinking heavily, citing evidence provided 
by tests on blood samples. These results 
are now in serious dispute, however.
 Since that night, the alternative media 
has maintained that intelligence agents 
were responsible for the deaths. Mount-
ing evidence suggests that the secret 
services of several countries had varying 
connections to the crash and its victims.
 A £4 million British inquiry into 
the death of Diana, headed by former 

Metropolitan Police chief Lord Stevens, 
has been seriously hampered by the 
reluctance of French and British intel-
ligence services to surrender all their 
documents on the case.
 Detectives are desperate to find out 
what Paul, deputy head of security at the 
Ritz, was doing between 7pm and 10pm 
on the night of the fatal car crash.
 “Paul’s movements in the hours 
leading up to the crash are a total 
blind spot in the investigation at the 
moment,” said a source close to the 
inquiry. “We know he was working for 
the French and British secret services 
and was in contact that evening.”
 The renegade British spy Richard 
Tomlinson has claimed he saw a file on 
Henri Paul while working on an arms 
smuggling case in 1992. One of the 
sources was an informant in the Ritz and 
MI6 – Britain’s foreign spy service – paid 
him for his services in cash.
 Tomlinson said: “I learned that the 
informant was a security officer at the 
Ritz. Intelligence services always target 
security officers of important hotels 
because they have such good access to 
intelligence. This was Paul.”
 Scotland Yard sources disclosed in 
early 2006 that the French government 
had finally confirmed Paul’s employment 
by the country’s domestic intelligence 
service, the Direction de la Surveillance 
du Territoire (DST) during discussions 
in 2005.
 Paul was also known to be in regu-
lar contact with the Direction Generale 
de la Securite Exterieure (DGSE), the 
French equivalent of MI6.
 The theory that Paul had been 
pressured into taking the fateful route 

through the Point d’Alma tunnel on the 
orders of his secret service handlers 
was strengthened when intelligence 
sources in the US corroborated claims 
the chauffeur had met French and Brit-
ish spies earlier that evening.
 The National Security Agency – the 
globe-spanning surveillance and eaves-
dropping arm of US intelligence – made 
a number of recordings of Diana’s 
conversations at the Ritz as an incidental 
part of a separate monitoring operation.
 According to an American law 
enforcement official and an American 
intelligence agent, Paul spent the last 
hours before the crash with a security 
officer from the DGSE.
 An assassination operation run by 
intelligence agencies would explain why 
at 12 midnight on that fateful evening, 
the 17 traffic cameras located inside the 
Point d’Alma tunnel all suddenly stopped 
recording images because the electricity 
supply in the tunnel mysteriously failed. 
 In addition, none of the 10 other 
traffic cameras on the route from the 
Ritz to the Point d’Alma tunnel was 
working at the time of the crash. 
 Just before Diana’s Mercedes 
entered the tunnel, every police radio 
in Paris mysteriously died, preventing a 
quick emergency response in the event 
of any road accident. Many conspiracy 
theorists view this as glaring evidence 
of foul-play.
 Answers to the Henri Paul mystery 
would overturn the official version of 
events, revealing that a conspiracy was 
behind the deaths of Diana and Dodi.
 For Dodi’s father, Harrods owner 
Mohamed Al Fayed, answers must be 
found and the facts placed before the 
public. He said: “I still maintain that my 
son and Diana were murdered. I will al-
ways be convinced that there has been 
a cover-up. I will not rest until I learn 
the truth.”
 At the time New Dawn went to 
press, the official British report into the 
death of Princess Diana – that is widely 
expected to conclude the car crash was 
an “accident” – was scheduled to be 
published 14 December.

(Sources: “Diana driver riddle solved,” by 
Peter Allen, 28 November; “Spies cover up 
Diana ‘murder’,” by Padraic Flanagan,  
6 November, The Daily Express,  
http://dailyexpress.co.uk)
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New Film Highlights 
the Work of  
Bruce Cathie
A new film based on the true life story 
of Captain Bruce L. Cathie – author 
of Harmonic 33, The UFO and Antigrav-
ity, Bridge to Infinity and The Harmonic 
Conquest of Space – is set to go into 
production early 2007.
 ANTIGRAVITY, a US$30 mil-
lion feature film to be produced and 
directed by Ian James Colmer and Des-
tiny Pictures, will centre on the fictional 
character Alec Freeman, a university 
dropout, who has developed a compu-
ter program which can map the “World 
Energy Grid,” a vast invisible network 
of magnetic forces. 
 Freeman’s research is based on 
the real life theories of Captain Bruce 
Cathie, ex-pilot, and UFO/Antigravity 
expert. The story of the film has Alec 
hiring freelance photographer Jade 
Summers to investigate further until his 
research is stolen. Aided by a renegade 
team of surveillance experts, Alec and 
Jade are drawn into a race against time 
to unlock the secrets of Antigravity 
before it falls into the wrong hands. 
 It is hoped the release of the film 
will re-energise efforts to study and 
expand the pioneering work of Bruce 
Cathie. Well known to longtime re-
searchers of alternative science, but ne-
glected in recent years, Bruce Cathie’s 
central discovery was the existence of a 
planetary energy grid. 
 Bruce Cathie’s story starts in 1952 
in New Zealand when he had a UFO 
sighting that dramatically changed his 
life, and inspired a quest to find some 
order and sense in the phenomenon. 
This event led to 45 years of research 
and the publication of six books detail-
ing his discoveries.
 Cathie decided to look for patterns 
in the locations where UFOs were hov-
ering and in their reported flight paths. 
In an article for Nexus magazine, Cathie 
explained how, after great labours, 
he was able to form a complete grid 
network over the whole of the New 
Zealand area by gradually plotting onto 
the map the most reliable UFO sight-
ings. 
 The pattern consisted of lines spaced 
at 30-minute intervals orientated just 

on six degrees displacement from true 
north. Eventually, two similar grids were 
found to be interlocked with each other, 
creating a complex pattern which could 
be further reduced to lines with a spac-
ing of seven-and-one-half minutes.
 Cathie next discovered this system 
of grids was a global phenomenon, 
further concluding that “the speed of 
light, mass and gravity acceleration 
values must have some connection with 
the grid structure in order to explain 
the extraordinary manœuvers carried 
out by the strange craft.” He finally 
arrived at his ‘basic’ grid 
structure, which was 
formed by a series of 
great circles interlocking 
at various points around 
the Earth’s surface. 
 Cathie found that 
most ancient structures 
still standing today were 
placed and built accord-
ing to the grid’s harmon-
ics. He believes these 
ancient sites had specific 
functions connected to 
power production, com-
munication, transporta-
tion, healing and perhaps 
other things as well. 
 Today, secret technologies such 
as HAARP and electromagnetic and 
advanced psychotropic weaponry could 
be utilising that same energy source 
used long ago by ancient cultures. 
 Over the years Cathie drew some 
noteworthy conclusions from what he 
found dotted around at critical points 
on his grid. For example:
 “One of the most startling facts 
that I discovered by application of grid 
mathematics was that an atomic bomb 
is a device based on the geometrics of 
space and time. To be successfully deto-
nated, the bomb MUST be geometri-
cally constructed, placed on, under, or 
over a geometric position in relation 
to the Earth’s surface, and activated at 
a SPECIFIC TIME in relation to the geo-
metrics of the solar system. I found that 
it was possible to precalculate the time 
of various bomb tests, and the loca-
tions where it was possible to explode 
a bomb.
 “... A logical war cannot be con-
sidered under these circumstances. 
This could be the explanation for the 

proliferation of conventional weapons 
in modern warfare.”
 Cathie also concluded that the lines 
of his grid, which he believed UFOs 
slavishly followed, were magnetic lines 
of force, although geophysicists have 
failed to notice anything of the kind on 
their instruments. 
 In common with many other people 
who have made world-shaking discover-
ies while pursuing answers to questions 
discouraged by the establishment, Cathie 
found that his ‘magnetic lines of force’, 
his ‘harmonic system’, his revelations 

about nuclear weapons, 
and his solution of the 
greatest problem of 
modern physics, were 
met without exception 
by unflinching global 
indifference. 
 Well, almost. “Over 
the years,” he reveals, 
“I have had many direct 
communications from 
members of intelligence 
organisations, top scien-
tific circles and govern-
ment agencies wishing 
to know what my latest 
findings are, and request-
ing copies of certain 

parts of my work.”
 Today, Captain Bruce Cathie in 
collaboration with Rod Maupin, have 
produced computer software to make 
it simple to map out the planetary 
energy grid. Called the “World Grid™” 
system, it makes use of the over 45 
years of Cathie’s research into the en-
ergy grid, its associated harmonics, and 
the UFO enigma.
 Says Cathie’s website: “A study of 
the harmonics he discovered leads us to 
one conclusion: For a world that believes 
itself to be so technologically ‘advanced’, 
we are infants in comparison to what the 
ancients knew and what they created.  
We are struggling to play catch up.”
 More details on ANTIGRAVITY are 
available at the official website: www.
antigravitymovie.com. Bruce Cathie’s 
World Grid™ software is available at 
www.worldgrid.net.

(Sources: “The Harmonic Conquest of 
Space,” by Bruce Cathie, Nexus,  
Oct/Nov 1994; www.forteantimes.com/
articles/183_eltanin3.shtml)
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Russian Scientist 
Says Hyperborea 
Did Exist
Russian doctor of philosophy Valery 
Dyemin, a researcher of the Arctic 
region, maintains that Hyperborea, 
a mythical land the ancient Greeks 
thought was located beyond Scythia, 
existed in reality. 
 Although less well known than the 
legendary continents of Atlantis and Le-
muria, Hyperborea has been the focus 
of attention for a number of research-
ers in Europe as well as in Russia. 
 In Greek mythology the Hyperbo-
reans were a mythical people who lived 
far to the north of Thrace (southeast 
Europe). Their land, called Hyperborea 
(“beyond the Boreas [north wind]”), 
was perfect, with the Sun shining 
twenty-four hours a day. 
 Back in the 18th century, the legen-
dary French scientist Jean-Sylvain Bailly 
(1736-1793), who was an astronomer 
and mystic, attempted to prove the 
existence of Hyperborea. 
 “It is a very remarkable thing that 
enlightenment appears to have come 
from the North, against the common 
prejudice that the Earth was enlight-
ened, as it was populated, from the 
South,” Bailly wrote. 
 He then went on to point out that, 
according to legend and ancient wisdom, 
“as humanity began to reconstitute itself 
after the Noahic Deluge, the purest 
stream of civilisation descended from 
Northern Asia into India, which to this 
day carries evidence of having the most 
ancient astronomical system on Earth.”
 Interviewed by the mainstream 
Russian journal Argumenty i Fakty (Argu-
ments and Facts), Dr. Valery Dyemin 
was asked whether he could name other 
scientists who also have tried to shed 
light on the mystery of Hyperborea.
 “Yes, there were many of them. 
Not only geographers and historians 
worked on the problem, linguists also 
made several contributions. The rector 
of the University of Boston William 
Warren published a book titled Paradise 
Found in the late 19th century. In total, 
there were 11 editions of the book. 
Warren analysed a large number of 
spoken stories and legends relating to 
paradise on Earth (Eden). According 

to him, all the information 
contained therein stems 
from vague recollections of 
some ancient perfect land 
that lay somewhere in the 
Arctic region,” responded 
Dyemin.
 “I believe we should be 
looking for the traces of 
this civilisation in Eurasia 
and the American arctic 
regions, in the islands and 
archipelagos of the Arc-
tic Ocean, at the bottom 
of some seas, lakes and 
rivers. It’s worthy of note 
that Russia has the largest 
number of locations and 
artifacts that could bear 
relevance to Hyperborea,” 
Dyemin said. 
 “Active exploration is 
currently under way in the Kola Penin-
sula, in the Island of Vaigach, in Karelia, 
Ural Mountains, West Siberia, Khakasia, 
Yakutia, and a few other regions. There 
are good prospects for conducting re-
search in Franz Josef Land, Taimyr, and 
Yamal,” he added.
 Dyemin suggests it is possible Hyper-
borea may have stretched over lands that 
eventually sank into the Arctic waters. 
 “One of the charts by Gerhardus 
Mercator, the 16th century Flemish 
cartographer and geographer, shows a 
huge continent lying in the vicinity of the 
North Pole. The land is an archipelago 
composed of several islands divided by 
deep rivers. A mountain sits in the centre 
of the land (according to legends, the 
ancestors of Indo-Europeans lived near 
Mount Meru). The question is: How did 
that land appear on the chart? There was 
no information whatsoever regarding the 
Arctic regions during the Middle Ages. 
We have some reasons to believe that 
Mercator had used an ancient chart, the 
one that is mentioned in his letter dated 
1580. That chart showed a continent lo-
cated in the centre of the Arctic Ocean, 
which was pictured ice-free on the chart. 
Mercator’s chart seems to be based on 
the ancient chart,” Dyemin explained.
 Dyemin was asked by the Russian 
journal whether he knew of any histori-
cal information about the search for 
Hyperborea using such ancient carto-
graphic information.
 “Some of our compatriots par-

ticipated in the quest for Hyperborea. 
The Russian Empress Catherine II got 
some information of the ancient mythi-
cal land near the Arctic Circle via the 
Freemasons. Catherine II organised two 
expeditions with the help of Mikhail 
Lomonosov. She signed a secret decree 
on May 4th, 1764. The official docu-
ments indicated that the expedition 
headed by Admiral Vasily Chichagov 
had been dispatched to Spitsbergen to 
inspect the location for the renewal of 
whaling and fishing out there. However, 
the endeavour is referred to as an 
‘expedition bound for the North Pole’ 
in the memoirs by Chichagov’s son. 
The Master was ordered to open an 
envelope with detailed instructions only 
after his vessel had made for the open 
sea. According to the instructions, the 
vessel was to head into the direction 
of the North Pole. Those instructions 
were penned by Lomonosov. Unfortu-
nately, the expedition couldn’t break 
through the thick ice and had to turn 
back.
 “I believe that Catherine, not unlike 
a few other kings and queens, was en-
chanted by the prospects of discovering 
the elixir of eternal youth, which is said 
to have been invented by the Hyperbo-
reans. Pliny and Herodotus, as well as 
Virgil and Cicero reported that people 
in the land of Hyperborea lived to the 
age of one thousand and enjoyed lives 
of complete happiness,” Dyemin told 
Argumenty i Fakty.
 Prince Pavel Dolgorukii was a dis-

Gerhardus Mercator’s famous map of 1569.
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tinguished Russian military commander 
in the days of Empress Catherine II and 
a leading member of a secret Masonic 
brotherhood. He maintained a library 
of hundreds of rare books and manu-
scripts on alchemy, magic and other 
occult sciences. His great-granddaugh-
ter, Helena Petrovna (later known as 
Madame H.P. Blavatsky) spent her teen-
age years reading all the books in his 
“strange library,” where she most likely 
came upon references to Hyperborea.     
 Madame Blavatsky may also have 
been aware of stories circulating in 
19th century Russia of a lost continent 
located at or near the North Pole. In 
her immense work The Secret Doctrine 
(1888), Hyperborea appears as a polar 
continent reaching from Greenland to 
Kamchatka, the homeland of the sec-
ond root race of humanity. 
 Though never as popular as Atlantis 
or Lemuria, the influence of Blavat-
sky’s writings ensured Hyperborea was 
incorporated into the teachings of many 
occult societies active in the late 19th 
and early 20th centuries.
 The French esoteric writer René 
Guénon’s account of Hyperborea is 
similar to Madame Blavatsky’s in many 
ways. Guénon believed our current 
cycle of humanity – which is nearings its 
close – began in the Hyperborean land 
called Tula (Thule). 
 He said it was “the first and su-
preme centre for the whole of the cur-
rent [epoch]… the archetypal ‘sacred 
island,’ and its situation was literally 
polar, at origin.” 
 Atlantis, according to Guénon, was 
quite distinct from the polar continent 
and came much later.
 Julius Evola, the early 20th century 
Italian occultist who developed his ideas 
on the basis of Guénon’s research, 
says of Hyperborea, “the memory of 
this Arctic seat is the patrimony of the 
traditions of many people, in the form 
either of real geographic allusions, or 
of symbols of its function and original 
significance…” 
 In his Revolt Against the Modern 
World (first published in Italy in 1934), 
Evola claims that migrations of “Hy-
perboreans carrying the same spirit, 
the same blood, and the same body 
of symbols, signs, and languages first 
reached North America and the north-
ern regions of the Eurasian continent. 

Supposedly, tens of thousands of years 
later a second great migratory wave 
ventured as far as Central America, 
reaching a land situated in the Atlantic 
region that is now lost.” 
 The Russian thinker Alexander 
Dugin is a world authority on the ideas 
of René Guénon (1886-1951) and Julius 
Evola (1898-1974). Through his exten-
sive publishing network in Russia, Dugin 
has popularised the ideology of Eura-
sianism, infusing it with references to 
the lost Arctic paradise. 
 Professor Dugin believes that what 
the ancient Greeks described as a land 
of perpetual Sun beyond the north 
wind was once located in Russia’s far 
north and home to the Hyperborean 
“Sun people.” 
 These Hyperboreans were in touch 
with a transcendent spiritual reality. 
Later they migrated south through 
Eurasia, where they established great 
civilisations but eventually lost their 
spiritual powers. 
 Dugin identifies two “cultural-spir-
itual types” – “Sun people” and “Moon 
people.” Sun people are creative, en-
ergetic, and spiritual; Moon people are 
materialistic and deeply conservative. 
 In his many books and articles, 
Dugin sees this distinction reflected in 
global politics, drawing the picture of 
an ancient conflict between avaricious, 
materialistic Atlanticist sea powers 
(primarily Britain and the USA) that go 
back to the sunken world of Atlantis, 
on the one side, and self-reliant Eura-
sian continental land powers (foremost 
Russia), originating in Hyperborea, on 
the other.
 Possibly the most incredible account 
of Hyperborea appears in the books 
penned by the controversial Chilean 
esotericist Miguel Serrano. 
 According to this former Chilean 
diplomat, Hyperborea was the first home 
of a god-like race that arrived on Earth 
via the “cosmic aperture” of Venus, from 
the dimension of the Green Ray. After 
the Hyperboreans fell from grace by mat-
ing with “beast men,” producing modern 
humanity, Hyperborea itself disappeared 
inside the hollow Earth. 

(Source: “Russian scientist finds Paradise 
at the North Pole”, www.pravda.ru,  
29 November 2006)
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Chavez Vows to 
“defeat the most 
powerful empire on 
earth”
In December outspoken South Ameri-
can leader Hugo Chavez won a historic 
third term as Venezuela’s democrati-
cally-elected president. 
 Hugo Chavez’ vow, made during the 
election campaign, to “defeat the most 
powerful empire on Earth” and “beat 
the devil” was a bold and stark remind-
er that the fiery president has achieved 
what many dismiss as impossible – the 
derailment of a US plan to economically 
dominate Central and South America.
 The Free Trade Area of the Ameri-
cas (FTAA), which was to be dictated 
by US interests and those of its tran-
snational companies, was defeated in 
2005 when Chavez signed the Bolivar-
ian Alternative for the Americas, which 
effectively killed the FTAA.
 Chavez’ insistence that, “The FTAA 
can go to hell,” became a rallying cry 
which spread like wildfire across Latin 
America over the past two years and 
completely isolated North American 
aspirations to have the economic bloc 
in place by 2005. 
 “It falls further behind schedule by 
the day and this is one reason why the 
Bush junta and the CIA are chomping 
at the bit to overthrow Chavez as they 
first attempted to do in April 2002,” 
writes Paul Joseph Watson for the 
website Propaganda Matrix.
 “Framing Venezuela as a safe-haven 
for Al-Qaeda terrorists, as some have 
tried to do, is a discredited old method 
and simply won’t pass the smell test 
with the Venezuelans or US citizens,” 
Watson notes in his column. 
 “The only umbrella under which 
Chavez can conceivably be overthrown 
would be an inside coup de’tat smoke 
screened as a natural political transition, 
but Chavez himself would have to be kept 
in the dark over a long period of time for 
anything of this nature to take place. Any 
overtly violent putsch would immediately 
be recognised for what it was by the 
Venezuelans,” Watson says.
 Recent election results across the 
region show a noticeable decline of 
candidates with close ties to the Bush 

administration. Venezuela, Nicaragua, 
Ecuador, Bolivia, and Uruguay have all 
elected leaders with populist, national-
ist and anti-globalist sympathies.
 Rafael Correa, the newly elected 
president of Ecuador, has promised his 
people a “citizens’ revolution” against 
the country’s discredited political sys-
tem which has been based on “the falla-
cies of neoliberalism” and the exploitive 
Washington consensus doctrine that 
supports the interests of capital at the 
expense of the public welfare. 
 Independent journalist Wayne 
Madsen reports that during the recent 
Ecuadorian election campaign, Bush 
backed banana tycoon Alvaro Noboa, 
an opponent of Rafael Correa, “bragged 
about his close ties to the international 
bankers’ class, including the Rockefeller 
family.”
 Correa wants to change that using 
the language of his friend and ally Hugo 
Chavez by calling for “socialism for the 
twenty-first century.” He wants to priori-
tise social spending, the way it’s done in 
Venezuela, and plans to renegotiate the 
country’s debt, or even consider default-
ing on it, to provide the funds to do it. 
 He also wants no part of the Wash-
ington-sponsored so-called “free-trade” 
agreement saying, “We are not against 
(international trade) but we will not 
negotiate a treaty under unequal terms 
with the US.”
 Reporters asked Correa to comment 
about Hugo Chavez calling Bush “the 

devil” in his September 2006 UN General 
Assembly speech. He replied: “Calling 
Bush the devil offends the devil. Bush is a 
tremendously dimwitted president who 
has done great damage to the world.”
 Venezuela’s Chavez does not mince 
words when he characterises the en-
emy, stating, “We are facing the threat 
of global challenges stemming from the 
genocidal, immoral, sick, and corrupt 
elite currently governing the United 
States, which appear to have no limits.” 
 In taking on this elite, explains Paul 
Joseph Watson, Chavez is building an 
alliance for a multipolar world on two 
pillars:
 “1) By following a populist course 
of serving the interests of his own 
country rather than an elitist fad-driven 
ideologue of submission to the role of 
a slave cell in a global dictatorship. This 
has afforded him the overwhelming sup-
port of his countrymen domestically.
 “2) By consistently and vociferously 
denouncing the US led imperial agenda 
as being mired in a toxic soup of lies, 
deliberate carnage and false justifica-
tions. Chavez’ repeated attacks on the 
official story behind 9/11, other state 
sponsored acts of false flag terror and 
their exploitation to advance geopolitical 
agendas, has resonated internationally.”
 Hugo Chavez’s personal style and 
some of his policies are not liked by 
everybody, admits Watson, “but no 
one can deny that his actions have 
contributed substantially to reversing 
the stampede of world fascism, neo-
mercantilism and economic meltdown 
presided over by unelected, unchecked, 
faceless powers in pursuit of global 
totalitarianism.”
 “No surprise it is therefore to wit-
ness the juggernaut of the mainstream 
media engage in ceaseless attempts to 
drag the name of Chavez through the 
mud – mindful, desperate and terrified 
that another ‘rogue state’ has excelled 
itself in neutralising the goals of an elite 
hell-bent on turning the Earth into a 
prison planet,” Watson concludes.

(Sources: “Chavez Derails Plan For Global 
Dictatorship,” by Paul Joseph Watson, 
Prison Planet, 27 November 2006, www.
propagandamatrix.com; “Rafael Correa Of-
ficially Declared Winner of Ecuador’s Presi-
dential Election,” by Stephen Lendman, 29 
November 2006, www.opednews.com)

Venezuela’s president Hugo Chavez 
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N e w  d a w N  f o r u m
We invite your letters to the New Dawn Forum, GPO Box 3126, Melbourne VIC 3001, Australia.

We want to hear from you! Email your letters to: editor@newdawnmagazine.com

Iraq Genocide.
Who’s the 
Criminal?
Dear Editor,
 With the 100th issue of New 
Dawn coming up I wish to express 
my gratitude for all the work you do 
in putting together a great magazine. 
I have been reading New Dawn for 
quite awhile now and continue to 
find your articles a stimulating and 
enlightening read.
 I always welcome New Dawn’s 
concise reporting on the Middle 
East. As most of the mainstream 
press is so obviously biased and one-
sided, it is refreshing to read New 
Dawn’s factual, up-to-date news and 
analysis…
 According to a study by a leading 
American university, around 650,000 
Iraqis have been killed since the U.S. 
military invaded Iraq in 2003. That 
number, researchers say, is four 
times higher than in the decade prior 
to the American and British attack 
when Iraqis faced crippling interna-
tional sanctions. 
 In contrast, only this month 
former Iraqi president Saddam 
Hussein was found guilty and sen-
tenced to death in a U.S.-controlled 
court, charged with killing some 
160 Iraqis who had been accused 
of involvement in an assassination 
plot against him during the Iran-Iraq 
war. And I don’t need to remind you 
that at the time of the Iran-Iraq war, 
Saddam’s government was on very 
good terms with Washington and 
receiving all manner of Western aid 
in the hope his military would con-
tain the Islamic Revolution in Iran. 
How times change… If the punish-
ment fits the crime, and the West’s 
old ally Saddam is executed, Bush, 
Blair and our own Howard should be 
prosecuted and sentenced to capital 
punishment for committing genocide. 
Time will tell.

- John M.
Rosanna, VIC

'Shocked'
Dear David,
 When I first started reading New 
Dawn I was shocked to discover how 
your stories on the Bible and Christi-
anity conflicted with what I had been 
taught all my life…
 Thanks to your first special issue I 
learned about the Gnostic Christians 
and, after many months of considera-
tion, studying and reading, I realised 
so much of what I had been taught in 
church was obviously false. I no longer 
attend formal services in any church. 
The so-called exponents of the Bible 
are actors who speak with forked 
tongues. Their exhortations from the 
Word are specious and twisted to suit 
political agendas and keep the donors 
to the church happy. 
 I’m still very, very surprised by 
some of the things I read in New Dawn, 
but your stories do make me think, 
reflect, and research the subject for 
myself… Thank you for this.

- William K.
Noosa, QLD

High Blood  
Pressure
 I'm so grateful to see naturopath Huw 
Griffiths latest column in the New Dawn 
about high blood pressure… it supplied 
the answers health professionals could 
not and gave me the right guidance to nu-
tritional alternatives… After reading your 
naturopath’s article I’m better informed 
and feel confident when making decisions 
about my own health and well-being… 
Keep up the good work.

- Cynthia C.
Via email

Henry Kissinger
 The real life ‘doctor death’ Henry 
Kissinger has come out of ‘retirement’ 
to advise the Bush administration on 
how to get out of the mess in Iraq. 
Kissinger has a proven record as a 

warmongering genocidal conspirator. 
During the time of an earlier no win 
war, the one in Vietnam, Kissinger was 
overheard saying, “Soldiers are stupid 
dumb animals to be used as pawns to 
carry out America’s foreign policy.”

- Harry J.
Via email    

Asia’s Greatest 
Statesman
Dear New Dawn, 
 I was pleased to read ‘War hawks 
Will Be Called to Account’ in your Sep-
tember-October 2006 issue, reporting 
on former Malaysian PM Dr. Mahathir 
Mohamad’s keynote address to the Per-
dana Global Peace Forum held in Kuala 
Lumpur at the end of June.
 Dr. Mahathir is Asia’s greatest 
statesman, a brave man of wisdom, 
whose outspoken honesty has earned 
him the enmity of the arrogant An-
glo-American-Zionist rulers. Unlike 
Western leaders, Dr. Mahathir’s mes-
sage of peace is plain and simple, as he 
says, “Killing people in order to solve 
problems or disputes should not be 
the way we settle things. We should 
get away from this.”
 And to do this, Dr. Mahathir 
advises we must “change the mindset 
to develop a different set of values 
in which we will not resort to war 
which means killing people in order 
to settle disputes, or for whatever 
reason. Of course, if we are attacked, 
we have a right to defend ourselves, 
but to be aggressive and to invade 
countries and to kill people in order 
to push down their throat some 
ideology, that, to us, is wrong.”
 I am sure readers agree with 
Dr. Mahathir’s call to “change the 
mindset” that sees war as legitimate 
and endorse his appeal to the whole 
world “to reject war as an option, to 
reject killing as an option, in the set-
tlement of disputes.”
 The world needs more statesmen 
like Dr. Mahathir Mohamad.

- James P.
Via email   
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Cro-Magnon 
Liberation Front
Regarding Colin Wilson’s article “A 
Hundred Thousand Year Old Civilisa-
tion?” (in New Dawn No. 98, Sept-
Oct 2006)…
 Colin Wilson (who certainly de-
serves the Most Valuable Philosopher 
Award) has reminded the world what 
a great book Stan Gooch’s City of 
Dreams is. It’s sad to hear that Gooch 
is feeling neglected and sad, and I 
hope this letter cheers him at least 
with the thought that he has devo-
tees.
 City of Dreams has become one of 
the founding texts of the CRO-MA-
GNON LIBERATION FRONT, the 
political arm of a movement aimed at 
the overthrow of Civilisation and the 
re-establishment of anarcho-primitiv-
ist tribalism, the correct and natural 
way for humans to live in community.
 The Front calls itself CROM for 
short, not just as an acronym but in 
honour of the pre-Celtic Irish Sun 
God, Crom (supposedly deposed by 
St Patrick, later adopted by Robert 
Howard as personal deity of his fic-
tional hero Conan the Barbarian).
 CROM supports freedom and 
independence for all Cro-Magnon or 
“Old European” regions, especially 
the Dordogne (Lascaux, etc.) and the 
Land of the Basques, who speak the 
last extant Cro-Magnon language; 
also certain parts of Ireland where 
pre-Indo-European populations still 
predominate, e.g., Tory Island in the 
north and Valencia Island in the south 
(both sacred to avatars of Crom); 
also the Canary Islands, where 
CROM claims that the Old European 
Guanches have possessed the souls of 
many modern Canarians.
 According to recent studies in 
Population Genetics or “genetic 
archaeology,” modern Europeans 
(including the Euro populations of 
America and Australia, etc.) are only 
about one-seventh Indo-European by 
descent. Although most of us speak 
Indo-European languages, most of us 
are Cro-Magnon. 
 Gooch alerted the founders of 
CROM to the importance of dream-
ing as a means of contact with the 

ancestors. All those who dream them-
selves Cro-Magnon are Cro-Magnon. 
Consciousness greatly outweighs any 
consideration of biological “race,” a 
dubious concept at best.
 What makes Cro-Magnons different 
moreover is precisely their unique con-
tact with the Neanderthals, a genuinely 
“alien race.” 
 The Cro-Magnons did not wipe out 
the Neanderthals, as modern neo-con 
palaeoanthropologists believe, nor did 
they exterminate the megafauna. The 
long (pre)history of Neanderthal/Cro-
Magnon contact included everything 
from war to intermarriage, but most of 
all a shared spirituality. 
 This “cult of the Bear” (discussed by 
Gooch and Colin Wilson) constitutes 
the oldest surviving human religion, still 
being practiced by the Ainu of Hokkai-
do, and very recently by the Algonkians 
of my region (last known bear sacrifice 
in New York State, 1876). 
 CROM believes that we must look 
to this mystical nexus in order to un-
derstand the culture known as Atlantis, 
which persisted in thalassic Old Europe 
till the Megalithic Era. (See Bob Quinn’s 
Atlantaean, on pre-historic and historic 
links between Ireland and North Af-
rica.)
 What caused the disappearance of 
the Neanderthals (unless you believe 
Myra Shackley’s marvellous They Live!, 
which makes a very serious argu-
ment for contemporary Neanderthal 
survival) was not war with the Cro-
Magnons, but the end of the Ice Age. 
Ice-adapted humans and animals fled 
north, but were eventually defeated by 
the weather itself. 
 The Cro-Magnon “invention of 
art” arose in part from the attempt to 
re-balance human relations with nature 
after the era of Big Animals and the big-
brained humans (Neanderthals) who 
worshipped them.
  CROM believes that this new bal-
ance still holds, and should be consid-
ered the basis of the right way to live: 
ideally, hunting, gathering, and shaman-
ism. 
 However, CROM understands that 
radical reversion must occur in stages. 
Therefore it accepts the technology 
of the New Stone Age – horticulture, 
domestication of animals, and “pagan-

ism” – as necessary compromises 
with paleolithic purity.
 But CROM draws the line at 
metallurgy. Except for gold, which 
was used alchemically in the “Golden 
Age,” metal is a sign of Civilisa-
tion; in fact, metallurgy led to the 
emergence of the State in Sumer 
and Egypt. Metallurgy is impossible. 
Technology and agriculture in the 
historic sense are impossible.
 CROM demands four prelimi-
nary steps back toward palaeolithic 
reality; first: total withdrawal and 
resistance against the power of the 
State and the separation of human 
society into classes – in other words, 
reversion to tribal/village forms of 
governance. 
 Second, that all use of electricity 
and internal combustion-based tech-
nopathocracy-enabling devices such 
as computers and cars must cease. 
 Third, that all tribal cultures must 
federate (not “unite”) as autono-
mous peoples for the purposes of 
trade and mutual self-defense. 
 Fourth, that Cro-Magnon religion 
be revived (for instance, CROM sha-
mans must have access to Lascaux, 
just as Druids have access to Stone-
henge. Basque pre-Christian pagan-
ism survives as “folklore” and is an 
important source for the revival, 
along with Irish “pseudo” historical 
texts like The Book of Invasions.)
 Twenty-eight (the lunar number) 
CROM Communiques have been 
collected and will be published as an 
Appendix to the forthcoming work, 
BLACK FEZ MANIFESTO ETC., by 
Hakim Bey (Brooklyn: Autonom-
edia).
 CROM of course has no website 
nor even postal address, but could 
perhaps be reached via Autonom-
edia (Box 568, Brooklyn, NY 11211, 
USA. www.autonomedia.com, Tel: 
718.387.6471). 
 Meanwhile, someone should re-
print Gooch’s City of Dreams.
 Peace,

- Peter Lamborn Wilson
New York State, USA
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© By RoBERt GuffEy

So one day Jesus Christ (Our Lord and Saviour) 
and Leo Strauss stroll into the Oval Office…. 
It could be the beginning of a joke. Instead 
it represents the beginning of the systematic 

massacre of the First Amendment, the rollback of civil 
rights, and the violent rape of the high ideals of the 
signers of the U.S. Constitution. Blues.

 We all know Jesus Christ (if not personally, then by reputa-
tion), but much fewer of you know the name Leo Strauss. 
Strauss’s influence on recent United States foreign policy is 
slowly coming to light. A number of neoconservatives, who 
have been molding U.S. foreign policy since 2001 to apocalyp-
tic effect, are either former students of Strauss or devotees of 
his philosophy. Foremost among these “neocons” are Paul Wol-
fowitz, the President of the World Bank and the former Deputy 
Secretary of Defense, Richard Perle, former Chairman of 
George W. Bush’s Defense Policy Board, Vice-President Dick 
Cheney, Irving Kristol, who popularised the term “Neocon-
servative” in his 1983 book Reflections of a Neoconservative, 
and Irving’s son William, founder of the influential think tank 
Project for a New American Century. 
 During a recent interview on CNN, Alexander Haig, the 
former Secretary of State for the Reagan administration, ac-
cused the neocons of having “hijacked” the Republican Party. 
Of the Iraq War he said, “This is a conflict that’s essentially 
political. It’s not just purely military. It’s political and religious 
and ideological. And it was driven by the so-called neocons 
that hijacked my party, the Republican Party.”1 The “hijackers” 
Haig named specifically were Dick Cheney, Paul Wolfowitz, 
and Richard Pearle. These three men have in common an ad-
herence to the teachings of Leo Strauss.
 When discussing Strauss’s influence on their way of think-
ing, the neocons inexplicably revert to a kind of rhapsodic 
enthusiasm, near-orgasmic joy rarely seen in their writing even 
when they’re speaking of subjects close to their heart, like 
killing thousands of innocent people in the Middle East. Irving 
Kristol writes, “Encountering Strauss’s work produced the kind 
of intellectual shock that is a once-in-a-lifetime experience. 
He turned one’s intellectual universe upside down.”2 Kristol 
elaborates: 

[I]n the United States… the writings of Leo Strauss have 
been extraordinarily influential. Strauss’ critique of the 
destructive elements within modern liberalism, an analy-
sis that was popularised by his students… has altered 
the very tone of public discourse in the United States…. 
To bring contemporary liberalism into disrepute… is no 
small achievement.3

 Strauss’s central beliefs are crucial to understand if one 
wishes to penetrate to the heartmeat core of the neocon’s du-
plicitous policies. Essentially, Strauss believed the vast major-
ity of the human race was so unequipped to handle the dis-
turbing truths of the universe that they needed to be spoonfed 
pretty lies in order to endure their inferior existences. On the 
other hand, what he called “the philosophers” (i.e., Strauss and 
his academic cronies) represent that rare breed of individual 

George W. Bush has made much of his 'relationship with Christ'.  
But who really guides the U.S. president?

George W. Bush 
Is Not a Christian

Uncovering the Real Power  
Behind the US President
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who can face the truth “that there is no God, that the universe 
cares nothing for men or mankind, and that all of human his-
tory is nothing more than an insignificant speck in the cosmos, 
which no sooner began, than it will vanish forever without a 
trace. There is no morality, no good or evil…”4

 According to Strauss these philosophers must feed the igno-
rant with the “religious, moral and other beliefs they require” 
in order to survive. But they do this not out of benevolence. No, 
Strauss is clear on this point: the duty of the “philosopher” is to 
use his superior intellect to manufacture falsehoods “to shape 
society in the interest of [the] ‘philosophers’ themselves.”5 
This is the only route to take, Strauss believed, if truth was to 
survive.
 Irving Kristol comments on this facet of Strauss’s philoso-
phy:

What made him so controversial with the academic com-
munity was his disbelief in the Enlightenment dogma 
that ‘the truth will make men free’. He was an intellectual 
aristocrat who thought that the truth could make some 
minds free, but he was convinced that there was an 
inherent conflict between philosophic 
truth and the political order, and that 
the popularisation and vulgarisation 
of these truths might import unease, 
turmoil and the release of popular pas-
sions hitherto held in check by tradition 
and religion.6

 Allow me to translate. What Kristol is 
really saying is this: “If us rulers were to 
openly admit to the masses, ‘You’re all a 
bunch of sheep and you’re here to serve us, 
because we’re better than you, so kiss my 
butt,’ the masses might get a bit riled by 
such a comment and actually rise up and 
hang all of us assholes from lampposts.” 
Needless to say, the neocons don’t wish this 
to happen. In order to prevent it, therefore, 
dissimulation is absolutely necessary. 
 Strauss believed the philosopher must write his books in 
such a dense, esoteric style that its true secrets would be clear 
only to the initiated. Since the truth is so dangerous, it can’t be 
put in the hands of the naïve and the profane. The style of the 
book must be doubly-coded in such a way that the few novices 
who even attempt to understand it would merely come away 
from the book shaking his head in bewilderment and bored 
dismay. As Strauss himself once wrote, in a rare and paradoxi-
cal moment of clarity, “[A]n author who wishes to address only 
thoughtful men has but to write in such a way that only a very 
careful reader can detect the meaning of his book.”7

 Strauss believed government policies should be designed 
in this manner. Just as Strauss’s texts were doubly-coded, the 
executive branch must operate in a similarly kabbalistic fashion 
if it is to do what is necessary for the stability of political life. 
While the masses are treated to the amusing and mundane 
caperings of an exoteric dog-and-pony show, beneath the 
surface operates the esoteric centres of power: the philosophers 
themselves. These “wise men” represent government’s esoteric 
underside. The exoteric side, meanwhile, is represented by what 
he called “the gentlemen.”

…the philosophers require various sorts of people to 
serve them, including the ‘gentlemen’….  Rather than 

the ‘esoteric,’ or secret teachings, the future ‘gentlemen’ 
are indoctrinated in the ‘exoteric,’ or public teachings. 
They are taught to believe in religion, morality, patri-
otism, and public service, and some go into govern-
ment…. Of course, along with these traditional virtues, 
they also believe in the ‘philosophers’ who have taught 
them all these good things.

 Those ‘gentlemen’ who become statesmen… con-
tinue to take the advice of the philosophers. This rule of 
the philosophers through their front-men in government, 
is what Strauss calls ‘the secret kingdom’ of the philoso-
phers, a ‘secret kingdom’ which is the life’s objective of 
many of Strauss’s esoteric students.8

 Which, of course, brings us to George W. Bush, and to 
Jesus Christ. 
 According to Strauss, philosophy has disproved the tenets 
of Christianity and all other religions. Nonetheless, he recog-
nised these religions had many uses. “[C]ivil government,” 
he wrote, “is not in itself sufficient for orderly corporate life 
within society. Religion is a regulator of order in social life.… 

It is… a code of law prescribed for the many 
by higher intelligences.”9 The “gentleman” 
would have to be someone schooled in the 
basic tenets of religious teachings, some-
one with the ability to rattle off dogma for 
rhetorical purposes while functioning as the 
mouth piece of the wise men.
 Professor Hugh Urban of Ohio State 
University has recently published a brilliant 
analysis of Strauss’s influence on the Bush 
regime titled “Religion and Secrecy in the 
Bush Administration: The Gentleman, the 
Prince, and the Simulacrum” in which he 
offers a concise summary of the overlapping 
ideologies of Strauss and the current neocon 
movement: 

His appeal [for the neocons], I think, 
centres around four main ideas: 1) his sense that the 
modern Western world is in a state of intense ‘crisis,’ 
which is due in large part to the dangerous weaknesses 
within modern liberal democracy; 2) his emphasis on se-
crecy and esotericism, or the art of writing and reading 
between the lines; 3) his belief that religion is necessary 
for the coherence and stability of society, even though 
the philosopher or wise man has transcended such 
‘noble lies;’ and 4) his description of the ‘gentleman,’ 
the public figure or politician who embodies the ideals 
of religious faith and virtue, and so serves as the liaison 
between the wise men and the common populace.10

 Urban suggests that George W. Bush was tapped by the 
neocons for the express purpose of serving as this “liaison.” 
Bush, himself, need not understand a single word of Strauss 
to function in this specialised capacity, and Bush knows this. 
Bush is well aware of his severe intellectual limitations and 
never even believed he could win public office. His good friend 
and Yale classmate, Roland Betts, once quoted Bush as saying: 
“You know, I could run for governor but I’m basically a media 
creation. I’ve never done anything. I’ve worked for my dad. I 
worked in the oil business. But that’s not the kind of profile you 
have to have to get elected to public office.”11 

Strauss believed the 
philosopher must 
write his books in 

such a dense, esoteric 
style that its true 

secrets would be clear 
only to the initiated.

Continued on page 17...
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I teach English at California State University 
at Long Beach, and I’ve been doing so for 
over five years. After teaching 600 students 
over the course of those five years, I’ve finally 

received one complaint. 

 However, this wasn’t a complaint from a student. This 
was a complaint from the father of a student, a surprising 
incident on a campus where the students are adults. This 
is not high school. And yet apparently somebody, a Jesus 
freak with a rather limited view of the word “education,” 
decided to take it upon himself to write a letter of complaint 
directly to the President of the University upon hearing 
from his daughter that I had said, on the very first day of 
class, that Jesus was a robot from outer space.
 Now, apparently it didn’t matter to this individual that I 
never said such a thing. Nor did it matter to the President of 
the University. Nor did it matter to the Dean of the English 
Department. Nor did it matter to the Associate Dean for 
Curriculum and Personnel. Not one of these people went to 
the trouble of simply asking me what I had actually said. 
 This is what I said: I visited the Crystal Cathedral in 
Anaheim, California (also the home of Disneyland, the 
Happiest Place on Earth) in the company of a friend from 
New York, the novelist Jack Womack, where we saw a 
statue of the baby Jesus that was perfectly smooth and silver 
and reflected sunlight like a mirror. It resembled a robot. I 
offhandedly mentioned this observation on the first day of 
school. This comment took up about thirty seconds of class 
time.
 Nobody asked for clarification. Every single one of my 
“superiors” assumed – because, after all, my exact words 
were quoted secondhand in the letter, weren’t they? – that I 
had authoritatively stated that Jesus Christ was a robot from 
outer space. Nobody likes being accused of doing some-
thing they didn’t do, but it’s particularly offensive when 
you’re accused of doing something that’s A) utterly absurd 
and B) even if it were true, protected by my rights as a free 
citizen of the United States of America under the First 
Amendment of the Constitution. Every single functionary 
I was forced to deal with during the course of this madness 
acted as if they had never heard of such a document. When 
I called what is ostensibly my union to ask them what my 
rights were under these circumstances, this is the response 
I received: “We have the utmost respect for the freedom of 
speech… but you have to watch what you say.” 
 To educate my readers in countries outside the U.S., 
the First Amendment of the Constitution reads as follows: 
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establish-
ment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; 
or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition 
the Government for a redress of grievances.” Note the fact 
that it doesn’t say, “Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exer-

cise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the 
press (but you have to watch what you say.)” Note the fact 
that it doesn’t say, “Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise 
thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, or of the press 
(but you can’t say anything negative about Christianity).” 
Note the fact that it doesn’t say, “Congress shall make no law 
respecting an establishment of religion, or prohibiting the 
free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press (oh, but you can’t say Jesus was a robot from 
outer space).” It says none of that. I should know because 
I’ve become intimately familiar with the First Amendment 
over the past few months. In fact, I keep a copy on me at all 
times now, because after all you never know when you might 
find yourself in a situation where it won’t come in handy. 
Like this one.
 The reaction of one of my colleagues to this entire inci-
dent was illuminating. When I confided in another teacher, a 
woman who’s almost retirement age, her immediate response 
was to compare me to Adolf Hitler. I found this to be an 
extreme comparison. With a straight face she told me, “Ro-
bots are below Man. The last time I looked, Jesus was above 
Man!” [Insert Twilight Zone music here.] 
 Almost everybody around me told me to act as if none 
of this had ever happened, to just forget about it… but I 
couldn’t do that. Every attempt to suppress freedom of 
expression must be challenged. How could I teach my class 
knowing there was one person in the room who might go 
home, repeat whatever “objectionable” remark I had made 
that day, and start the whole nasty process all over again? 
Such psychological terrorism creates a chilling effect that 
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compels you to second guess every single word that comes 
out of your mouth. You begin contemplating avoiding certain 
subjects simply because you don’t want to embroil the entire 
school in another controversy. But you can’t allow this chill-
ing effect to set in. You must combat it. 
 After contemplating the situation for some time, I man-
aged to think my way out of the dilemma. I passed out a 
copy of the First Amendment in class and we analysed it 
word for word, just as we would any other piece of writing. 
I discussed the incident with them, rather than ignoring it, 
and tied it in with the many attempts to ban Kurt Vonnegut’s 
Slaughterhouse-Five (the novel we were reading at that 
time). I taught them the difference between the signifier and 
the signified… that the map is not the territory… that icons 
are not people… that statues are not the same as the figures 
they’re intended to represent. Indeed, I said, if people began 
to lose sight of the difference, this could very well lead to 
something called idolatry. The last time I looked, the Old 
Testament had some rather nasty things to say about idola-
try. 
 The point seemed to get through to them. And, by exten-
sion, to Daddy Dearest. I have no way of knowing what dark 
thoughts are brewing in the cellars of that gentleman’s mind, 
but nonetheless I haven’t received any further complaints to 
this date. Of course, that could change at any moment be-
cause, ultimately, I decided not to alter the way I taught the 
class despite the fact that my “superiors” strongly advised 
me to watch my every step. But to do so would be a living 
death. To do so would be giving the christo-fascists exactly 
what they want. And if you let these people win without even 
attempting to fight, then what is the use of the First Amend-
ment? If the First Amendment has no use, if there really is 
“no more academic freedom,” then what use is a university 
at all? Why are we teaching? To collect a paycheck and 
eventually retire to a little cabin in the hills outside Marin 
County… or is it to teach students viewpoints they wouldn’t 
be exposed to in any other way? If we’re not going to make 
even the slightest attempt, at the most microcosmic level, to 
defend our right to say what we want and teach in the way 
we think is most beneficial to the students, why don’t we 
just burn down the university and build a prison in its place? 
If the christo-fascists are allowed to have their say, nobody 
would even notice the difference.
 It’s so easy to say nothing. It’s so easy to do nothing. And 
yet the sad irony is that the vast majority of human beings on 
this planet do not agree with the authoritarian views of the 
neocons and the christo-fascists. Almost all of my students 
were shocked that someone had been offended by my off-
hand comment. Every single one of my students agreed that I 
had not said what I had been accused of saying. One student 
even came up to me after class and said, “Hey, I’m a Chris-
tian and I wasn’t offended.” But that guy’s not going to write 
a letter to the President of the University praising my teach-
ing methods. Only the christo-fascists seem to exercise their 
power to speak, their power to vote, their power to change 
the world around them. They know that action is required to 
change the world. They are radicals, true radicals, and they 
will stop at nothing until every single person on the planet 
is either converted to their way of thinking or have been 
bombed into tiny, jagged, bloody pieces. 
 Iraq and Afghanistan are being bombed for real right 

now, but the United States is no less under attack. It’s not 
Muslim terrorists who pose the greatest threat to America’s 
freedom, but the wolves in wolves’ clothing who are now 
stalking the corridors of power, on the hunt for their next 
prey. And when they’ve finished gutting the Middle East, 
don’t think for a moment their appetite will have been sati-
ated. Inevitably, they will turn their sights inward. And their 
appetites will have grown much heartier by that point. What 
is now limited to threats and intimidation and Madison-Ave-
nue-style psychological warfare will evolve into full-fledged, 
jackbooted parades down the streets of our cities: young, 
baby-faced soldiers waving the white flag while hefting the 
severed heads of Iraqis into the sky… proclaiming victory in 
the name of the Prince of Peace while constructing wooden 
gibbets for the profane and the unholy and the just plain 
difficult… bragging to other countries about the superior 
freedoms of the West while broadcasting swift executions of 
dissidents on a Fox Television reality TV show titled Salva-
tion Through Transmigration in which unwilling contestants 
gain the reward of eternal peace by first proclaiming their 
loyalty to the Lord right before having their heads chopped 
off by a golden axe held aloft by a priest from Anaheim with 
a personal computer and a stylised letterhead and a panic-
stricken, doting daughter waiting for him in the dungeon at 
home. Hell, all them letters really paid off, the priest will 
think, elated by his new brand title, “Homeland Security 
Theological Grand Inquisitor.” He intones the final rites 
for the Accused in the original Latin, then brings the blade 
down on his neck with an anticlimactic thunk….
 “No need to be concerned, ladies and gentlemen. These 
transmigrations are not intended to be punishments. They 
are rewards. We televise these special events to give you 
hope for the future, not to instill fear. These transmigrations 
are by no means meant to be interpreted as threats. This 
administration respects the right of freedom of speech as 
much as any other administration. Yet this is a new world. 
Times have changed, as I’m sure you’ll agree. You have the 
freedom of speech. You always will.
 “But watch what you say. 
 “And now, ladies and gentlemen, for our next contest-
ant this evening…! Just put your head down right there and 
confess your sins, beginning with early childhood….”
 An exaggeration? Perhaps. But as the Patriot Act is 
strengthened and the writ of habeas corpus stripped from the 
Constitution, as the U.S. Senate officially approves torture 
and black Homeland Security buses with barred windows 
cruise the streets of my own neighbourhood in Long Beach, 
CA, I really have to wonder if one’s worst nightmares are all 
that far out of reach.
 Which is why it’s so important to remain steadfast in 
our opposition to the nightmare by fighting the authoritarian 
bastards at every level, no matter how small or insignificant 
or absurd the battle may seem at the time.
 Keep a stiff upper lip, chum. The truth will out. As Jesus 
Christ himself once said (and he said it in red ink, so it must 
be true), “Nothing is secret that shall not be made manifest” 
(Luke 8:17).

– Robert Guffey
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 What Bush saw as a limitation became his strength in 
the eyes of the Straussian neocons. When Strauss defines his 
conception of the “gentleman,” he’s essentially talking about 
a media creation: “The gentleman… is the political reflection 
or imitation of the wise man”12 – an imitation that is easily 
manipulated from behind the scenes.
 Of course, numerous commentators have accused Vice-
President Cheney of being the prime manipulator of the 
President’s actions since before Bush was even elected. When 
directly asked about this by a reporter from USA Today, 
Cheney replied, “Am I the evil genius in the corner that nobody 
ever sees come out of his hole? It’s a nice way to operate, actu-
ally.”13 Apparently, the Straussians are well aware of the simple 
fact that sometimes telling the truth can be 
far more effective than prevaricating. 
 If the administration’s collaboration 
with the evangelical Christian movement is 
merely a false front, is it then logical to as-
sume that these religious leaders are having 
little or no effect on Bush’s actual policies? 
Absolutely not, for the neocons are skilfully 
manipulating the evangelical community to 
accomplish a very specific goal – and vice 
versa. The evangelicals have always had a 
perverse desire to witness Christ’s return to 
the Holy Land in their lifetime, preferably 
in the form of an apocalyptic showdown be-
tween the forces of God and Satan (or Good 
and Evil, concepts the Straussians claim 
don’t even exist) in the cradle of civilisation. 
The neocons certainly know this, and have 
manipulated the religious obsessions of these evangelicals to 
push their selected “gentleman” into the Oval Office, a “gentle-
man” with the power to conjure forth an insane foreign policy 
in the “Holy Land” for the express purpose of extracting what 
the neocons want most out of the Middle East: total domina-
tion over the region’s oil. As per Leo Strauss’s dictums set forth 
decades ago, they have utilised the religious delusions of the 
masses to attain the secret desires of the “philosophers” – the 
hermetic goals of the so-called “wise men” lurking just behind 
the throne.
 Recently, more and more Christians are waking up to the 
fact that President Bush is an impostor dragging the name of 
their Saviour through the mud. A number of books written by 
Christians have taken Bush to task for his egregious duplicity, 

one of the latest being Christian Words, Unchristian Actions 
by John Stoddard Klar. If you know any Christians in desper-
ate need of the truth, you might want to give them a copy of 
this book which is filled with any number of cogent analyses of 
Bush’s foreign policy from a genuinely Christian perspective. 
Here’s an example:

The War in Iraq desecrates Jesus Christ because it has 
been undertaken by a president and nation who call 
themselves Christian, while the violence and injustice 
of that war are akin to the actions of Christ’s oppres-
sors – Jesus abhorred violence, and never endorsed its 
use, even in his own defense. The doctrine of just war 
is also violated by our country’s actions in Iraq. Presi-

dent Bush’s Iraq War smacks strongly 
of unchristian vengeance, was planned 
from before Bush came into office (the 
evidence is overwhelming to the willfully-
informed), and had no supportable 
connection to 9/11, weapons of mass 
destruction, terrorism, or humanitarian 
liberation. This tremendous waste of 
life, resources, opportunity (to actually 
combat terrorism rather than incite it), 
and American goodwill is demonstrably 
unchristian, and need not await an out-
come in Iraq to be judged accordingly. 
For under Christ’s and God’s law, the 
end does not justify the means. If things 
deteriorate completely out of control in 
Iraq, that would not make Christian effort 
sinful: neither does ‘success’ (however 
that is measured) bestow God’s bless-

ings on an unchristian action.14 

 To hear reasoned criticism such as this coming from the 
mouth of a Christian is refreshing… but also a little shocking 
these days, for just as the Republican Party has been “hijacked” 
by the neocons, the entire Christian religion has been hijacked 
by the fundamentalist evangelicals who believe they have the 
God-given right to steamroll over any viewpoint not shared by 
Pat Robertson’s myopic interpretation of the Old Testament.
 So loud, so obnoxious, so authoritarian are these little 
crypto-Christian martinets that they have now come to repre-
sent the entire religion in many people’s minds. And when one 
dares suggests this to a Christian acquaintance, said individual 
will invariably reply, “I despise those fundamentalists as much 
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as you do. I think they’re embarrassing.” And yet said individu-
als hardly ever speak up in public about their feelings, never 
refute the hate-mongering words of such philistines as Pat 
Robertson, Jerry Falwell, George W. Bush and Dick Cheney… 
the same Dick Cheney who, in December of 2003, mailed out 
a personalised Christmas card to close friends and colleagues 
that read, “If a sparrow cannot fall to the ground without His 
notice, is it probable that an empire can rise without His aid?”15 

 Of course, the honourable Mr. Cheney does not stop to 
consider the slippery slope of his analogy, the fact that the 
term “empire” does not only pertain to the twenty-first century 
American empire, but to all empires of the past including the 
Roman empire, the same very one that Jesus and his disciples 
resisted with all the resources at their disposal. 
 Cheney’s perverse definition of Christianity, one he has 
carefully molded to fit his imperialist agenda, should be a 
source of disgust for all Christians, and yet only a few of them 
have stood up to voice their outrage. Since it’s their religion 
that’s being manipulated and desecrated, it is their job above 
all others to stand up against these authoritarian warmongers. 
 David Ray Griffin, professor emeritus at the Claremont 
School of Theology and author of the 2006 book Christian 
Faith and the Truth Behind 9/11, has recently called for his 
fellow Christians to ban together and resist the christo-fascist 
Bush regime, just as genuine Christians were forced to do in 
Nazi Germany when Hitler justified his worst actions by claim-
ing he was fighting to restore what he called “positive Christi-
anity” to his homeland.16

 The number of such Christian resisters grows every day as 
the fragile lies of the Bush administration deteriorate further 
and further, the outrageous cover stories and propaganda 
techniques growing so brazen that even the most naïve, flag-
waving patriot in Orange County, California is beginning to 
see through the scam. But these numbers are not enough. They 
need to evolve, as swiftly as possible, into a mass resistance 
strong enough to overcome these philosopher-manqués, these 
High Priests of chaos, who would sacrifice thousands of inno-
cent lives in the pursuit of some misguided notion of attaining 
godhood here on Earth in the form of unlimited wealth and 
power. 
 Though such a dramatic revolution cannot occur overnight, 
nonetheless there are other, more modest, ways of combating 
this wave of christo-fascist terrorism being committed against 
us continually on the home front. The answer is to stand up to 
it whenever you encounter it. Don’t be afraid of these people. 
What is there to fear? After all, their own god isn’t even on 
their side. 
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© By DR. C. HuGH RoBERtS 

I recall many years ago look-
ing through an old Catholic 
missal. It was one from the 
halcyon days of the Triden-

tine Mass and contained a variety 
of colour plates designed to help 
the faithful believer better un-
derstand the Mass and the sacra-
ments.

 Of the more memorable images from 
that book was a colour plate illustrating 
the meaning and origin of the seven sac-
raments of the Roman Catholic Church. 
It was a collage of images depicting Je-
sus Christ administering each sacrament: 
Jesus baptising someone, Jesus hearing 
confessions, Jesus confirming a young 
boy and girl, that sort of thing.
 Now I am sure the authors of that 
missal did not actually believe that Jesus 
of Nazareth really did those things, but 
I am certain that millions of faithful 
Catholics probably did believe it.
 And they believed Jesus directly 
instituted each of the seven sacraments 
because of what they saw in that missal 
and because of what their Church taught 
them.1

 One of the problems inherent within 
traditional Christian orthodoxy is a kind 
of myopia.
 Those with the ocular medical condi-
tion known as myopia typically can see 
nearby objects clearly but distant objects 
appear blurred.
 In terms of Christianity, as illustrated 
from the missal story above, there is 
a tendency to think that what a person 
believes now as “true Christianity” is 
precisely what Jesus taught, and what the 

apostles taught and what every faithful 
and true Christian has ever believed.
 This way of thinking shows a blur-
ring of the vision when it attempts to 
look down the corridors of time, back 
to the distant past and into cultures very 
different from those of modern times.
 Christianity has never been “one 
thing” or “one true set of doctrines,” 
as much as some may wish to comfort 
themselves with such beliefs. 

 Even in modern times and among 
the strictest of traditionalist Christian 
denominations there are varieties of 
theological and doctrinal positions, even 
if those positions are made to look less 
diverse by institutional unity, as with Ro-
man Catholicism, or by a kind of cultural 
unity, as with Protestant fundamental-
ism.
 From the earliest days of Christian-
ity, it was diversity, not uniformity, that 
characterised the movement.2

 So, for example, there never was, and 
is not today, one “official” view of such 
matters as prophecy, the “end times.”

 But not everyone understands or 
believes this and so, for example, there 
are many evangelical and fundamental-
ist Christians who cannot conceive of 
anyone being a Christian and not believ-
ing in the “rapture” or end-of-the-world 
scenarios of the Left Behind book series.
 Someone wisely observed that ideas 
have consequences. The consequences of 
ideas are especially evident in the fields 
of religion.
 If supporting evidence for such a 
claim is required, one need only consider 
how the world today has been affected by 
the religious ideals of solitary individu-
als such as Moses, Jesus, or Muhammad.
 Religious ideals and the movements 
they inspire do not have to be pervasive 
or widespread to have far reaching con-
sequences.
 This is nowhere more obvious than 
in the strange beliefs of a relatively small 
sect of Christians who teach a form of 
Protestant Christianity generally known 
as “dispensationalism.”3

 Originating from work of John 
Nelson Darby, an Anglican clergyman 
of the 19th century, and systematised by 
American followers such as C.I. Scofield, 
dispensationalism had a tremendous 
influence on English speaking Protestant 
Christianity.4

 Dispensationalism is best known for 
its literalist interpretation of highly sym-
bolic verses of the Bible, its emphasis on 
the immediacy of the second coming of 
Christ, the distinction it makes between 
ethnic Israel and the largely Gentile 
church, and its belief that God’s ultimate 
goal of history is the restoration of the 
Jews as a kingdom nation ruling the 
world from Jerusalem.
 In the way that they interpret the Bi-
ble, God has divided human history into 

 Christianity  
has never been 
“one thing” or  
“one true set of  

doctrines,” as much 
as some may  

wish to comfort 
themselves with 

such beliefs. 

The End of Time or  
the Time of the End

The Armageddon Agenda Exposed
?
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seven ages or dispensations and we now 
find ourselves on the verge of entering 
into the last age, an age that will, accord-
ing to them, witness the literal physical 
return of Jesus to the Earth.
 Indeed, in their theological system, 
Jesus Christ cannot return until the Jews 
are gathered to their ancestral homeland.
 And so, according to them, the 
founding of the modern state of Israel 
in 1948 was a part of a larger, prophetic 
plan revealed in the Bible.
 All of this would be nothing more 
than an adventure in religious doctrinal 
trivia were it not for the fact that the dis-
pensational worldview has, like all ideas, 
consequences for the rest of us.
 There is perhaps no better example 
of this than the United States constant 
support for the state of Israel. 
 To be sure, no U.S. president has been 
an open believer in dispensational Chris-
tianity, but many of them have recog-
nised that a large bloc of voters are such 
believers, and have therefore patterned US 
foreign policy to cater to that bloc.
 Leaving aside the improprie-
ties of US foreign policy, the fact is, 
dispensationalism is bad theology.
 This can be seen in both its history 
of fear mongering and end-of-the world 
predictions, and in the way it misreads 
the Bible.
  On 1 July 2003, TIME magazine’s 
cover story was, “The Bible and the 
Apocalypse: Why more Americans are 
reading about the end of the world.”
 Back in the early 1970’s, dispensation-
al prophecy author Hal Lindsey predicted 
the second coming of Christ would occur 
in 1988, since that was forty years (in 
biblical chronology, forty years equals 
a generation) from the time the modern 
state of Israel came into existence. 
 Hal Lindsey was wrong, but that has 
not stopped him from writing many more 
prophecy books and it has not stopped 
Christians and non-Christians from read-
ing them.
 From 1998-99, dispensationalists 
poured over their Bibles for evidence of 
the “rapture” and the end of all things as 
the year 2000 dawned. 
 Many books, tapes, and videos were 
written, produced, recorded, and bought 
by millions of people, many of whom 
were convinced the end was at hand. 
 But, as with the year 1988, so too 
with the year 2000, the dispensationalists 
were wrong again.
 Since 11 September 2001, more peo-
ple have wondered about the end of all 

things, and Tim LaHaye’s popular Left 
Behind book series (the first volume of 
which was originally published in 1995) 
has profited immensely from both the 
Y2K hysteria and a year later, from the 
events of 9-11.
 Indeed, the Left Behind book series 
have now sold over 40 million copies. 
That doesn’t include the motion picture 
adaptation of the Left Behind novel or 
the many other spin-offs, such as “Left 
Behind for Kids,” the “Left Behind” 
board game, CD’s, DVD’s, etc.
 Fear mongering about the end of the 
world and the return of Christ have made 
millions of dollars for men like LaHaye, 
Lindsey, and John Hagee.5

 These men quote many, many Bible 
verses to support their claims. Quoting 
Bible verses does not, however, make 
something a true, Biblical doctrine. 
 Historically, large numbers of Chris-
tians have believed that all of the events 
dispensationalists have pointed to as 
being evidence we are “closer than ever” 
to the end times were events that the 
Bible itself says were to take place in the 
generation of the apostles and the first 
century church.
 And for most of the history of Chris-
tianity, such prophetic statements were 
looked upon as either being fulfilled in 
the past or applying, not to a restored 
Israeli state, but to the church.
 Consider these passages and notice 

that in every case, the words and predic-
tions are addressed, not to people living 
in the 21st century, but exclusively to the 
people to whom Jesus was speaking at the 
time, the people of that generation, and, 
notice, that for them, these things were 
near, at hand, soon to come (Note: I have 
used italics to emphasise this in the text):

Matthew 10:23: When they persecute 
you in one town, flee to the next, for 
truly, I say to you, you will not have gone 
through all the towns of Israel before the 
Son of Man comes (ESV).6

Matthew 16:27-28: ‘For, the Son of 
Man is about to come in the glory of his 
Father, with his messengers, and then he 
will reward each, according to his work. 
Verily I say to you, there are certain of 
those standing here who shall not taste 
of death till they may see the Son of Man 
coming in his reign.’ (Young’s Literal 
Translation of the Bible)

Matthew 26:63-64: But Jesus remained 
silent. And the high priest said to him, 
“I adjure you by the living God, tell us 
if you are the Christ, the Son of God.” 
Jesus said to him, “You have said so. 
But I tell you, from now on you will see 
the Son of Man seated at the right hand 
of Power and coming on the clouds of 
heaven.” (ESV)

According to the system of Biblical interpretation known as 'dispensationalism', which is popular in 
Christian fundamentalist circles, history's ultimate goal is the restoration of the Jews as a kingdom 

nation ruling the world from Jerusalem.

Continued on page 22...
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The movement 
within English 
speaking Protes-
tantism known as 

“dispensationalism” began with 
the Plymouth Brethren move-
ment in the United Kingdom. 

 While there is some disagreement 
among historians as to the origins of 
the Brethren, they probably began in 
1827 in Dublin with Anglican clergy-
man John Nelson Darby’s influence a 
major factor in the organisation.
 Between the years 1864-65, 
Darby twice visited the United States 
to spread his strange variant of Prot-
estant theology. 
 Among those Americans who 
came under Darby’s influence at the 
time was a man who became the 
catalyst in catapulting Darby’s literal-
ist views of Bible prophecy into the 
mainstream of American Christian-
ity: C.I. Scofield. 
 Scofield (1843-1921), a theologi-
cally untrained recovered alcoholic, 
lawyer, politician, and convert to fun-
damentalist Christianity, created one 
of the best selling “study bibles” of all 
time: the Scofield Reference Bible.
 Published around the time of 
World War I in 1917, it contained 
the text of the King James version 
of the Bible, but with the addition of 
Scofield’s dispensational interpreta-
tions and notes at the bottom of each 
page.
 Although not endorsed or ap-
proved by any established Protestant 
ecclesiastical authority, the Scofield 
Reference Bible became the Bible of 
choice for millions of people.
 As fate would have it, the state of 
American Protestantism in the early 
20th century was ripe for the growth 
of dispensationalism.
 Theological liberalism was on 
the rise in the mainline Protes-
tant denominations and this had a 
profound effect for the success of 
dispensationalism. 
 Many previously traditionalist 
churches had drifted away from the 
scholastic orthodoxy of previous gen-

erations, especially as it was expressed in 
the confessions and creeds. 
 The struggle between theological 
orthodoxy and liberalism created in the 
churches a prime opportunity for the 
spread of dispensational teaching. 
 One of the major fallouts of those 
struggles was what came to be known as 
the “independent church movement,” the 
independent Bible conference movement 
and the Bible school movement. 
 

Across the American landscape, these 
institutions sprang into being under the 
leadership, in many cases, of men with 
little or no formal theological training, 
armed with little more than their Scofield 
Reference Bibles, prophecy charts and a 
certainty that Christ could return “at any 
moment.”
 Most all of the participants were 
users of the Scofield Bible and devout 
believers in the theology of its footnotes. 
 The name “dispensationalism” comes 
from the way its adherents, based on the 
way they interpret the Bible, segment or 
divide history. According to them, the 

span of time from the beginning of 
history to its end is divided into seven 
ages or dispensations of time:
	 •	 The	age	(or	dispensation)	of	
Innocence prior to Adam’s fall.
	 •	 The	age	of	Conscience	cover-
ing the period from Adam to Noah. 
	 •	 The	age	of	Government	from	
Noah to Abraham.
	 •	 The	age	of	Promise	from	
Abraham to Moses. 
	 •	 The	age	of	Law	from	Moses	to	
Christ.
	 •	 The	age	of	Grace	which	is	the	
current church age. 
	 •	 The	age	of	the	Kingdom,	
which will be a literal, earthly 1,000-
year reign of Christ, who may return at 
“any moment.” 
 In addition to its dividing history 
into these segments, dispensational-
ism’s other essential beliefs are:
 1. There is a distinction between 
Israel and the Church. The former is 
Jewish while the latter is primarily 
Gentile. In their scheme of things, 
dispensationalists believe that from the 
beginning, God was only interested in 
the Jews and, according to them, this 
largely remains so today.
 2. They believe that adherence to 
Old Testament Law is set in opposition 
to New Testament Grace, and these 
two cannot be combined. 
 3. The Church was never part of 
God’s original plan, but became neces-
sary (a “parenthesis” to use their term) 
when the Jews rejected Jesus and the 
establishment of an earthly Kingdom. 
 4. And its most notable belief is 
in its literal view of the Rapture and 
the Second Coming of Christ. The 
“rapture” is their belief that before 
Christ returns to the Earth to estab-
lish a Jewish kingdom in modern day 
Israel, true Christians will be magi-
cally transported off the Earth into 
some heavenly realm, while a period 
of seven years of mayhem and chaos 
engulf the Earth.
 From this it is obvious why dis-
pensational Christians are so zealous 
(and, some would say, blind) in their 
eager support for the state of Israel. 

– Dr. C. Hugh Roberts

Where Did This Stuff Come From?

Cyrus I. Scofield, the father of 
dispensationalism, has been described  

as a self-taught lawyer, convicted forger,  
wife deserter and alcohol abuser turned 
preacher, who became the world’s most 

published Bible commentator.
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Matthew 24:34: Truly, I say to you, this 
generation will not pass away until all 
these things take place. (ESV)

James 5:7-8: Now be patient, broth-
ers, until the Lord’s coming. Think of 
a farmer: how patiently he waits for the 
precious fruit of the ground until it has 
had the autumn rains and the spring 
rains! You too must be patient; do not 
lose heart, because the Lord’s coming 
will be soon. (New Jerusalem Bible)

1 John 2:18: Children, it is the last hour, 
and as you have heard that antichrist is 
coming, so now many antichrists have 
come. Therefore we know that it is the 
last hour. (ESV)

 Notice the verb tenses, notice the 
immediacy and the urgency in these ex-
hortations and notice, most importantly, 
that they were addressed to specific 
people at a specific time and place!
 For Christians who believe in the in-
fallible truth of the Bible, logically, there 
are only two possibilities for properly 
understanding these statements.
 Either Jesus was right, and all the 
things that the dispensational/Christian 
Zionists claim are to happen in our im-
mediate future, have, in fact already hap-
pened, or Jesus, as he speaks from the 
pages of the New Testament was wrong!
 So then “all the things” that the 
dispensationalists claim are to happen in 
the future have been misunderstood and 
misinterpreted by them.
 They have managed to find every-
thing from helicopters and atomic bombs 
to computer chips lurking below the 
surface of the words of Scripture, but 
the one thing they seem not to be able to 
find is the ability to interpret things like 
“coming on the clouds,” “the moon not 
giving its light,” and “wars and rumours 
of wars” in light of what the Bible itself 
says about those things.
 The Biblical evidence and especially 
the time indicators associated with these 
prophetic statements all show that both 
Jesus and the authors of the New Testa-
ment were all expecting the “Last Days” 
and the “coming of the Lord” to occur in 
their generation.
 Reading the Bible in its cultural and 

historical context will show that such 
concepts, themes and ideas as “the Day 
of the Lord,” the “Last Days,” and the 
“coming of the Lord,” are usually not 
associated at all with what has come to 
be known in our time as “the end of the 
word and the return of the Lord” but 
rather with the covenantal judgment of 
God against the nation of Israel.
 According to this traditional Chris-
tian interpretation of the Bible, that judg-
ment did occur in A.D. 70 with the fall 
of Jerusalem at the hands of the Roman 
armies of Titus and Vespasian.7

 From this Christian perspective, the 
“last days” were the last days of the Old 
Covenant era with its Temple sacrifices 
in the city of Jerusalem and with its High 
Priests and Scribes. 

 According to this view, the covenan-
tal judgment of God against Israel was 
manifest in the destruction of Jerusalem 
and the Temple and hence it was, to the 
Jewish mind of that time, “the end of all 
things,” and it was, as Jesus himself said 
in Luke 21:23, “…the days of vengeance, 
that all things which are written may be 
fulfilled.”
 Vengeance? Vengeance against who? 
 According to those Christians who 
argue for the past fulfilment of these 
prophecies, it was against Israel for 
rejecting the Messiah, and for saying 
that they had no King but Caesar, and 
for saying that they would not have “this 
man [Jesus] to rule over us!” 
 According to the Gospel accounts, 

Jesus claimed in A.D. 30 that within a 
generation all of those things mentioned 
in Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21 
would come to pass. 
 And so, from this perspective, it is 
obvious why the prophecy pundits and 
end-of-the-world rapture specialists are, 
and will always be, wrong.
 They are projecting into the future 
things that have long since passed.

Footnotes:
1. Similar examples among Protestant 
evangelicals or fundamentalists would be 
envisioning the apostles as speaking only 
in King James English, or thinking of Jesus 
as being a “Christian” in the same sense in 
which they think of themselves as Chris-
tians. Jesus was, of course, a very devout 
Jew, and not a Baptist, Anglican, or Roman 
Catholic!

2. The classic study that proved this to 
be the case was German historian Walter 
Bauer’s Orthodoxy and Heresy in Earliest 
Christianity.

3. The majority of the world’s 2.1 billion 
Christians are either Roman Catholic, East-
ern Orthodox, Anglican, or mainline (i.e. the-
ologically liberal) Protestant. Most of these 
Christians do not hold to the dispensationalist 
form of fundamentalist Christianity. See 
www.adherents.com/Religions_By_Adher-
ents.html for specific numbers.

4. For an excellent analysis and history 
see George Marsden, Fundamentalism 
and American Culture, New York: Oxford 
University Press, 1980.

5. Hagee, an independent fundamentalist 
pastor, has even articulated what he calls 
“Christian Zionism” and has formed an 
organisation called “Christians United for 
Israel.” At one of that organisation’s recent 
events, Hagee and his group gave 7 mil-
lion dollars to Israeli officials for various 
causes in support of the state of Israel. One 
wonders if Hagee has been as concerned to 
support his fellow Christians living in Is-
rael. For more information, see the group’s 
web site at www.cufi.org.

6. ESV is the English Standard Version of 
the Bible.

7. This view is known as the “preterist” 
view, from the Latin term meaning  
“past.”  «

DR. C. HUGH ROBERtS is an author and teacher from the USA. He hold master’s and doctoral degrees in 
metaphysics, theology, and comparative religion, and has published articles on religious studies in several journals 
and periodicals, and has lectured in the USA and Canada on religion and related topics. He can be contacted at 
cocreative@gmail.com.
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© By REv. Max

I believe there are many gods, not 
one, and always in conflict. Well, 
if there are gods who created and 
control what’s going on here, you 
can tell a lot about them by what 
is going on. I assume they are 
colonists. And so anything you 
can see here you can infer is the 
act or the will of one of those gods. 
All you have to do is look around. 
You’ll see what they’re like. It’s like 
looking in someone’s yard.

– W.S. Burroughs

Dateline: 1950 A.D. The 
physicist Enrico Fermi 
is having lunch with a 
few colleagues when the 

subject of interstellar travel comes 
up. There are countless potential 
living systems in our own galaxy, 
Fermi reasons. If even a small frac-
tion of these produced technologi-
cal civilisations capable of launch-
ing manned expeditions, our own 
humble planet should have been 
overrun with extraterrestrial con-
quistadores millions of years ago.

 “Don’t you ever wonder where every-
body is?” Fermi asked. 
 In other words, if the galaxy is filled 
with little green men in luminous fly-
ing saucers who travel from star to star 
colonising other worlds, then why don’t 
we have any physical evidence of their 
existence – not even so much as a piece 
of broken zipper from one of their space-
suits?
 This question (known as the Fermi 
paradox) has spawned a vigorous scien-

tific and philosophical debate whose pos-
sible answers can be grouped into three 
broad categories:
 1. Extraterrestrial civilisations do 
not exist. 
 2. Extraterrestrial civilisations exist 
but haven’t colonised the Earth, either 
because they can’t or because they don’t 
want to. 
 3. Extraterrestrial civilisations exist 
and have colonised the Earth without our 
knowledge.
 As we shall see, the implications for 
all of these positions are unsettling in the 
extreme – not so much for what they say 
about extraterrestrial life, but for what 
they might say about us.

Are We Alone?
 The most straightforward solution to 
the Fermi paradox is that we are alone 
in the universe – our planet has not been 
colonised because advanced alien civili-
sations do not exist.  
 Perhaps (as many Christians claim) 
life is unique to Earth; or perhaps most 
alien societies ruin themselves through 
pollution or war, extinguishing life on 
their home worlds before they have a 
chance to spread outwards. (Knowing as 
we do that terrestrial species have a bet-
ter than 99% extinction rate, this latter 
scenario is rather easy to imagine.)
 Of course, even if most alien species 
do expire in this way, isn’t it stretching 
the limits of conjecture to suppose that 
all of them do? 
 The Milky Way galaxy alone 
contains at least 100 billion stable solar 
systems;1 roughly a third of these possess 
Earth-like planets with oceans.2 The 
odds against every single one of these 
being either sterile or suicidal are liter-
ally astronomical.

so, Where Are they?
 If we suppose that extraterrestrial 
civilisations do exist, we are left with 
only two options: either they are some-
where else or else they are here. So why 
might an alien civilisation choose to 
colonise the Earth (or not)? 
 Many researchers seem to assume 
that an extraterrestrial colonisation effort 
would be overtly belligerent, taking the 
form of: 
	 •	 Imperialism	
	 •	 Resource	Exploitation	
	 •	 Subversion	
	 •	 Scrub	&	Repopulate	
	 •	 Smash	&	Grab3

Back in 1950 the physicist 
Enrico Fermi is said to have asked, “Where 

are they?” Fermi questioned why, if a 
multitude of advanced extraterrestrial 

civilisations exist, evidence has not been found. 

Robots, Goblins  
and Alien Amoeba 

Answering Fermi's Paradox
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 But wouldn’t successful alien civili-
sations be more patient and cautious than 
that? Couldn’t they also be:
 A. unable or unwilling to launch a 
full-scale invasion of the Earth? 
 or
 B. here already, and ruling over us 
by means so subtle as to be almost unde-
tectable?
 In fact, some scientists have argued 
that until we conclusively prove that 
extraterrestrial civilisations don’t exist, 
the Fermi paradox isn’t a paradox at all; 
instead, we aren’t looking hard enough, 
or haven’t been looking in the right 
places.

BiBlicAl BrAinteAsers

 The Fermi paradox here reveals 
significant overlap with the theodicy, a 
traditional theological riddle, which asks: 
If God is good and all-powerful, where 
is the evidence of his existence – why is 
there so much evil in the world?
 One of the most ancient (and per-
suasive) answers to the theodicy is that 
of Gnosticism, a speculative branch of 
pre-Nicean Christianity which held that 
God (or the gods) do exist, but are nei-
ther omnipotent nor benevolent; instead, 
these advanced beings from the stars are 
selfish, opportunistic and deceptive. 

Gnosticism in BrieF

 In the Gnostic view, the god of the 
Bible was not the Supreme Being at 
all, but an arrogant Demiurge who fled 
the heavens to build this planet as an 

experimental prison, populating it with 
artificial life forms and strange, symbi-
otic hybrids.
 Far from paradisiacal, his “Garden 
of Eden” was an eerie mad scientist’s 
laboratory where shadowy parasites 
abducted a pair of primitive primates 
named Adam and Eve, raping the female 
and implanting the male with false 
memories: 

When they [the Demiurge and his 
angels] saw Eve speaking with 
[Adam], they said to one another… 
“Come, let us seize her and let us 
cast our seed on her, so that… 
those whom she will beget will 
serve us. But let us not tell Adam 

that she is not derived from us, 
but let us bring a stupor upon him, 
and… teach him in his sleep as 
though she came into being from 
his rib...”4

 These chthonic and creepy alterna-
Christian creation myths have influenced 
thinkers from many different fields over 
the millennia, from politics to popular 
culture. In recent decades, the Gnostic 
metanarrative has even made a re-ap-
pearance with the paranoid worldview 
which informs much contemporary 
speculation about aliens and UFOs, e.g.:

One of the purposes for which 
UFOs travel to Earth is to abduct 
humans to help aliens produce 
other beings. It is not a program 
of reproduction but one of produc-
tion. They are not here to help us, 
they have their own agenda and 
we are not allowed to know its full 
parameters.5

 In all of the solutions to the Fermi 
paradox which appear below, we can see 
echoes of many of these same, disturbing 
ideas. As the Demiurge and his angels 
pass from theology into speculative 
exobiology, the skies seem to swarm with 
icily indifferent robots, otherworldly 
djinn, celestial frauds and bestial, fallen 
bacilli. 
 Six of the most widely-discussed 
scenarios follow: 
 1. Extraterrestrial civilisations 
spread via self-replicating AI probes.
 2. Extraterrestrial civilisations de-
velop massive virtual reality simulations.
 3. Extraterrestrial civilisations have 
left this universe and developed the abil-
ity to manipulate hyperspace. 
 4. Extraterrestrial civilisations 
develop xenophobic and/or authoritarian 
religious forms. 
 5. Extraterrestrials are biologically 
very primitive, or spread themselves via 
biologically primitive forms. 
 6. The Earth is being deliberately 
quarantined.
 Conveniently, most of the possibili-
ties listed here could plausibly be used to 
explain either why our planet has been 
invaded or how it could already have 
been invaded unbeknownst to us; which 
outcome you favour really seems to 
depend on your assumptions about alien 
motivation.

POSSIBILITY #1 – Extraterrestrial 
civilisations spread via self-replicating 
AI probes
 Frank Tipler of Tulane University 
has argued that alien civilisations would 
probably explore and colonise the Uni-
verse by proxy, filling the galaxy with 
self-replicating AI (artificial intelligence) 
probes instead of venturing forth them-
selves. Thus, even a very distant extra-
terrestrial civilisation should be able to 
seize, secure, sterilise and strip-mine our 
entire planet in about 4 million years. 
 “If they existed,” concludes Tipler, 
“they would be here”; and since we are 
here instead, they must not exist.6

 On the other hand, if hives of au-
tonomous, adaptable, rapidly multiplying 
robotic probes were roaming the galaxy, 
successive generations might eventually 
become so intelligent as to far surpass 
their creators. 
 In time, as these “artilects” spread 
throughout the Universe, they could 
come to abandon their creators’ agenda, 

Continued on page 26...
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preferring effortless communion with 
their own kind to the laborious conquest 
of organic, planetary life. Reflects AI 
researcher Hugo de Garis:

I suspect strongly that virtually all 
the ETs out there are in fact arti-
lects, and hence have intelligence 
levels astronomically superior 
to the human level. To me, bio-
logical technological intelligence 
is just a fleeting phase that nature 
goes through en route to creat-
ing immortal massive artilectual 
intelligence, which may be a phe-
nomenon as commonplace as the 
creation of life from the molecular 
soup…

 The answer then to Fermi’s 
paradox is that we human beings, 
being mere biologicals, are utterly 
unworthy of the artilects’ atten-
tion… What’s in it for them? We 
are very probably not so special 
and are very, very dumb…7

POSSIBILITY #2 – Extraterrestrial 
civilisations have developed massive 
virtual reality simulations
 Recent trends suggest that it should 
be possible for an advanced civilisation 
(either earthly or alien) to develop fully 
immersive virtual reality simulations 
like the “Holodeck” of Gene Rodenber-
ry’s Star Trek. If such a technology were 
developed by an alien species on its own 
planet, the prospect of mingling in real 
time with a distant and dirty species 
like our own could seem unappealing, 
degrading or even boring to extraterres-
trial psychonauts. Opines evolutionary 
psychologist Geoffrey Miller:

Basically, I think the aliens don’t 
blow themselves up; they just 
get addicted to computer games. 
They forget to send radio signals 
or colonise space because they’re 
too busy with runaway consumer-
ism and virtual-reality narcissism. 
They don’t need Sentinels to 
enslave them in a Matrix; they do 
it to themselves, just as we are 
doing today.8

 Alternately, it could be that our own 
world (and the visible universe which 
seems to surround it) is itself a vast compu-
ter simulation engineered by aliens, some 
form of artificial intelligence (as in the film 
The Matrix) or even our own descendants. 
The planetarium hypothesis holds that we 
can’t find evidence of alien colonisation 
because contact with other worlds hasn’t 
been built into the simulation.

POSSIBILITY #3 – Extraterrestrial 
civilisations have left this universe and 
developed the ability to manipulate 
hyperspace
 A third possibility is that alien 
civilisations become capable of interstel-
lar travel, but learn how to escape this 
universe soon afterwards. If transcension 
were common, extraterrestrial civili-
sations might quickly lose interest in 
colonising other planets. Why travel to a 
distant ball of mud and water when you 
can explore higher dimensional hyper-
space instead?
 On the other hand, if alien scientists 
did have the ability to leave our shared 
space-time and launch themselves into 
the larger multiverse, they could be here 
now and we would not be able to see 
them. 

 In the same way that a glass pipette 
might seem – from the point of view of 
beings trapped in the flat, two-dimen-
sional world of the Petri dish – like an 
enormous, transparent column which de-
scends from the sky to abduct unsuspect-
ing amoeba out for an afternoon stroll, 
aliens from higher dimensional space-
time could enter and leave our reality at 
will, seeming to appear and disappear, 
change shape and pass through solid 
barriers as they experimented on and/or 
revealed themselves to us, and all with-
out leaving a shred of physical evidence.
 The idea that extraterrestrials are 
actually multi-dimensional has been 
an influential one, leading some UFO 
researchers to conclude that:

This [the UFO phenomenon] is 
not the product of an alien culture 
from a nearby star, here to explore 
our solar system. Instead it is an 
intelligence which dwells in a dif-

ferent type of reality and moves 
through hyperspace in such a way 
as to interreact with us almost as a 
side-effect. It is an intelligence that 
is not here to study us but it has 
been here all along and effectively 
controls our whole existence…9

 Advocates of Jacques Vallee’s “con-
trol system” hypothesis similarly argue 
that we may never find the evidence 
we seek because extraterrestrials aren’t 
encumbered by physical artifacts like 
spaceships or ray guns; instead these 
polymorphous and hallucinatory aliens 
freely wiggle and hop in and out of our 
world like angels, demons and gods 
from the twilight realms of the collective 
subconscious. 

POSSIBILITY 4 – Extraterrestrial 
civilisations develop xenophobic and/or 
authoritarian religious forms
 A fourth possibility is that extrater-
restrial civilisations tend to develop 
xenophobic and/or authoritarian reli-
gious forms. Given the history of our 
own species, the difficulties such belief 
systems might present to alien scientists 
can easily be imagined.
 Are Plaeadian professors who pro-
mote interstellar exploration passed over 
for promotion or excluded from alien 
faculty functions? Are extraterrestrial 
exobiologists denounced as heretics and 
electrocuted by otherworldly Inquisitors? 
If so, then we may never encounter these 
advanced beings from the stars.
 Alternately, it could be that alien 
conquerors literally walked the Earth’s 
surface millennia ago and left literary 
monuments to their endeavours in the 
form of the Babylonian and Sumerian 
creation epics and the Hebrew Bible. In 
this view (the so-called “alien astronaut” 
hypothesis), the gods and messengers of 
our own authoritarian religious traditions 
were not representatives of a supreme be-
ing at all, but extraterrestrial colonialists 
masquerading as gods! 
 Israeli scholar Zechariah Sitchin’s 
works are generally representative of this 
latter position, holding that alien scien-
tists (the “Elohim” and “Nephilim” of 
the Old Testament) genetically engi-
neered homo sapiens from the great apes 
in an attempt to create a slave race: 

They made us through genetic 
engineering. They jumped the gun 
on evolution, and made us to look 
like them physically, and to be like 
them emotionally. That is what 

are human beings 
really descended 

from some prehistoric 
encounter between 
the apes and the 
angels 300,000  

years ago? 
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the Bible says: “Let us make the 
Adam in our likeness and after our 
image.” Physically, outwardly and 
inwardly. So much of what they 
are, we are.10

 Are human beings really descended 
from some prehistoric encounter between 
the apes and the angels 300,000 years 
ago? Sitchin is convinced of it. As proof, 
he points out that humans possess 223 
genes found in no other species on Earth. 
Either these genes were horizontally 
transferred by some unknown species of 
bacteria, Sitchin insists, or else they must 
be extraterrestrial in origin.11

POSSIBILITY #5 – Extraterrestrials 
are biologically very primitive, or 
spread themselves via biologically 
primitive forms
 600 million years ago, the Earth 
was ruled by sponges, flatworms and 
jellyfish. Possessing neither brains nor 
nervous systems, these simple organisms 
flourished, surviving nearly unchanged 
today.
  In similar fashion, our universe may 
be teeming with species hugely success-
ful on their home planets but lacking the 
complex cognitive skills necessary to 
build and launch spacecraft.
 The flip-side of this possibility is the 
panspermia hypothesis, which holds that 
extraterrestrial colonists arrived here 

billions of years ago, not as bug-eyed 
monsters in metallic spacecraft, but as 
spores or bacteria which fell from the 
atmosphere to fertilise the Earth’s oceans 
with primitive life. In time, these alien 
microbes evolved into the many ter-
restrial species biologists know today, 
including human beings! 
 Of course, the panspermia hypothesis 
doesn’t answer how our most ancient 
one-celled ancestors originated them-
selves; perhaps their ancestors too were 
seeded somewhere else by alien scien-
tists from another solar system.12

POSSIBILITY #6 – The Earth is being 
deliberately quarantined
 Finally, the “zoo hypothesis” holds 
that we haven’t been able to find any hard 
evidence of alien contact or colonisation 
because our extraterrestrial overlords 
don’t want us to – instead they are treat-
ing this planet like a farm or labora-
tory. As early 20th century paranormal 
researcher Charles Fort wondered:

Would we, if we could, educate 
and sophisticate pigs, geese, 
cattle? Would it be wise to estab-
lish diplomatic relation with the 
hen…? 

 I think we’re property… we 
belong to something… that once 
upon a time, this earth was No-
man’s Land, that other worlds 

The Israeli scholar Zecharia Sitchin believes the Babylonian and Sumerian creation epics tell the 
story of extraterrestrial colonists who were looked on as 'gods' by emerging human civilisations.
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explored and colonised here, and 
fought among themselves for pos-
session, but that now it’s owned 
by something… all others warned 
off.13

 If this planet functions as a livestock 
enclosure of some sort, then it makes 
sense that representatives of the civilisa-
tion cultivating and/or studying us would 
occasionally slip up and reveal them-
selves. The indignation expressed by the 
contactee who recalls alien encounters 
under hypnosis may have something in 
common with the drugged and dizzy roar 
of the bear who wakes up to discover a 
radio-tracking chip stapled to his ear:

Close Encounters of the Fourth 
Kind (CE-IV): The contactee is 
abducted by the UFO occupants, 
taken aboard the landed craft, and 
subjected to a variety of “tests” 
and “experiments.” Some inves-
tigators claim to have recovered 
physical evidence of these inter-
actions in the form of scars from 
alien surgical incisions. Some 
abductees report memories of 
devices being implanted within 
their bodies, typically through the 
nose.14

conclusion

 Perhaps most alien civilisations are 
unable or unwilling to colonise other 
worlds, due to their religious beliefs, im-
mersion in video games, or an unfortu-
nate tendency to blow themselves up, but 
even if 99% were thus incapacitated, this 
still doesn’t explain why the remaining 
1% seem to have left the Earth alone.
 On the other hand, if just one ambi-
tious, alien civilisation from among 
the remaining 1% were to colonise the 
Earth using any or all of the strategies 
described above, our seeming isolation 
would be explained and Fermi’s paradox 
would stand resolved – as long as they 
did so covertly.
 Are we then, mere talking monkeys 
in a cosmic cage, simulated serfs in a 

REV. MAx is a California artist and occult researcher who has been studying Gnosticism 
and related issues since 1996. You can visit his website at www.enemies.com. 

vast video game or experiments in an 
extraterrestrial Petri dish, as some of 
the most plausible solutions to Fermi’s 
famous question would seem to imply? 
  Unfortunately (or perhaps fortunate-
ly), the “covert colonisation” hypothesis 
is by definition almost impossible to 
disprove; in the end, we may have no 
choice but to test some of these strange 
scenarios by launching colonisation 
programs of our own:

Earth has provided a stable plat-
form for the evolution of life over 
4 billion years. But that lease is 
limited; we know for sure that 
it will expire after a few billion 
more. Long before that, our planet 
may become a place where it is 
no longer suitable for us to live. 
Increasing luminosity of the Sun 
may gradually boil our oceans, or 
more sudden catastrophes may 
threaten our existence. If we are 
wise, we will have furnished our 
new apartments long before that 
time….15
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© By tiM BouCHER

Blessed is he who has a soul, blessed is he who has 
none, but woe and grief to him who has it in embryo.1

– G.I. Gurdjieff

The United States Declaration of Independ-
ence proudly proclaims the mystical truth 
that “all men are created equal.” What 
happens after that, though, is anybody’s 

guess. Once we’ve been created equally, does that 
mean all our lives are the same? Do the essential dif-
ferences between us come from genetics, environment, 
free will, the soul? Do we all end up in the same place 
again when we die? These questions have excited the 
myth-making faculties of humankind from antiquity 
down through to the present day. 

Working for a Soul

 The esoteric teachings of G.I. Gurdjieff, in many ways, fly 
in the face of traditional Western religious thought. Whereas 
it is accepted as a given within Judeo-Christian tradition that 
each human is born with a soul, Gurdjieff does not let us off so 
easy. Active in the early part of the 20th century, this Greek-
Armenian mystic travelled the world, synthesising spiritual 
disciplines into a unique path called The Fourth Way. He 
taught that human existence is a kind of waking sleep, in which 
we live more or less automatically, unconscious and unaware 
of ourselves. He even went to the extreme of suggesting that 
humans are not born with souls at all, and that we can only 
create one while alive through intense personal suffering and 
what he called “work.” If we are not successful in this venture, 
he taught that our identities would not survive the shock of 
death, that we would “die like dogs” and that the ever-hungry 
Moon would gobble up our energy as part of its own evolution 
of consciousness.
 It’s a teaching which sounds strange to most people today, 
but which was perhaps more common to the ancient world. 
Consider the words of the Gospel of Philip, an ancient Gnostic 
codex recovered at Nag Hammadi in 1945:

Those who say they will die first and then rise are in er-

ror. If they do not first receive the resurrection while they 
live, when they die they will receive nothing.2 

 Like the other Gnostic texts recovered at Nag Hammadi, 
this type of information was declared heretical, banned and 
except for in a few lucky cases, completely destroyed by the 
early Catholic Church in an effort to consolidate both its teach-
ings and its power structure. The Catholic story-system pivots 
around the idea that we will be resurrected at the end of time, 
not transmuted to higher levels of understanding and aware-
ness here in our lifetimes. The Gnostic texts, on the other hand, 
seem to teach that humans are born with a spark of divinity 
which can either be left undeveloped or guarded and fanned 
into a full-on blaze.

  Kindling the  
  Divine Spark
 The Secret to Awakening

G.I. Gurdjieff
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 With the popularity of books like the Da Vinci Code, and 
a renewed interest in Gnosticism, many people today are left 
wondering why these alternative esoteric Christian teachings 
were so viciously eradicated. Who benefits by suppressing this 
ancient gnosis, and what happens to those of us left in the dark 
as a result? 
 If Gurdjieff and the Gospel of Philip are at all correct in 
their teachings, then it may be that by waiting for our reward in 
the afterlife, by not working feverishly on our souls like a life 
raft on Gilligan’s Island, then we are lost. We miss our chance. 
We remain soulless automatons, vanishing at death or being 
consumed by insidious forces (if not well before then). 

The inauThenTic human

 Science-fiction writer Philip K. Dick saw something very 
similar to this scenario happening in today’s world. Through 
the lens of trashy sci-fi novels, he explored questions of what is 
ultimately real, and what constitutes the authentic human. He 
used outlandish and bizarre plot devices to fling his characters 
through inverted realities and distorted mindscapes. And from 
his explorations, he came to believe that:

... [T]he bombardment of pseudo-realities begins to 
produce inauthentic humans very quickly, spurious 
humans – as fake as the data pressing at them from all 
sides.… Fake realities will create fake humans. Or, fake 
humans will generate fake realities and then sell them 
to other humans, turning them, eventually, into forgeries 
of themselves. So we wind up with fake humans invent-
ing fake realities and then peddling them to other fake 
humans.3

 Similar themes appear in popular and fringe culture. In 
the movie The Matrix, we see a false reality maintained by 
mysterious agents who can slip in and out of the bodies of 
ordinary people as though they were clothing. The paranormal 
investigations of people like John Keel, Jacques Vallee and oth-
ers also posit the existence of ultraterrestrials, a race of entities 
who evolved right alongside us on the planet Earth. They are 
thought to camouflage themselves, adapting imagery pulled 
from the human minds and cultures they interact with. In other 
words, they appeared to the ancients as angels and demons, to 
medieval people as fairies and goblins, and to us today as alien 
visitors.
 Others threaten that the soulless human can play host to 
these and other types of entities and energies, acting as a sort of 
empty vessel, or organic portal.4 Carlos Castaneda’s don Juan 
echoes this sentiment in The Active Side of Infinity, suggesting 
that malicious beings or “predators” seek to control us by “giv-
ing us their mind” which is filled with “covetousness, greed, 
and cowardice,” and which keeps us “complacent, routinary 
and egomaniacal.”5

 Unfortunately for us though, it is not just science fiction au-
thors and occultists who have explored ideas like this. In “real 
life,” similar notions of humans as fundamentally without soul 
took root among psychologists who espoused the philosophies 
of Behaviourism and Eliminative Materialism in the middle 
part of the 20th century. In short, these thinkers (perhaps para-
doxically) believed that internal human states were nothing but 
a fiction, a primitive “folk psychology,” and that only exter-
nally observable behaviour had any real significance. They saw 
concepts such as belief, desire, fear, love – even the mind and 
soul – as untenable, unscientific and therefore ultimately unreal 

and useless. Noted Behaviourist B.F. Skinner encapsulated the 
quest to abolish “inner man” in his book Beyond Freedom and 
Dignity, with this chilling passage:

What is being abolished is autonomous man – the inner 
man, the homunculus, the possessing demon, the man 
defended by the literatures of freedom and dignity. 

 His abolition has long been overdue. Autonomous 
man is a device used to explain what we cannot explain 
in any other way. He has been constructed from our 
ignorance, and as our understanding increases, the 
very stuff of which he is composed vanishes. Science 
does not dehumanise man, it de-homunculises him, 
and it must do so if it is to prevent the abolition of the 
human species. To man qua man we readily say good 
riddance. Only by dispossessing him can we turn to real 
causes of human behaviour. Only then can we turn from 
the inferred to the observed, from the miraculous to the 
natural, from the inaccessible to the manipulable.6

 At first glance, strong thematic similarities tie together 
the cores of Skinner’s and esoteric philosophies such as that 
of Gurdjieff. Both strip humans of any kind of inherent soul. 
Skinner, however, seems to revel in the thought, because it 
means that human behaviour may be controlled by those with 
the power and drive to do so. It is, in essence, the Holy Grail 
of scientifically-driven totalitarian systems of governance. Ap-
plied to world events, it may help explain the inhuman atroci-
ties we see played out on the global scale every day. On the 
other hand though, we have folks like Gurdjieff who follow in 
the footsteps of the ancient Gnostics, and after introducing us 
to our fundamental dilemma rather than celebrating it, chart 
for us a way out of the shackles of an empty, automatic and 
manipulable existence.

Philip K. Dick (1928-1982)

¬
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iS god inSane?
 In his ground-breaking 1967 book, The Politics of Experi-
ence, psychiatrist R.D. Laing put forward the still-revolutionary 
idea that mental illness is not illness at all. Instead, it is (or can 
be) a healing process whereby an individual overcomes the im-
possibility of their own situation, and the insanity of the culture 
at large. In his vision, it was not individual humans who were 
fundamentally disturbed, but the culture which was dangerous 
and insane, warping and distorting the natural human into the 
artificial confines of local cultural existence.
 Ancient Gnostics took this idea several steps further. 
Certain sects taught that this material world was created by the 
Demiurge, an insane creator god who was conceived in error, 
and who egotistically took himself to be the only true god. 
Tradition identifies him either as the angry Yahweh of the Old 
Testament (“Thou shalt have no other gods before me”), as 
Satan in his role as Prince of this world, or with more overtly 
Gnostic variants such as Yaldabaoth, Samael or Saklas.
 Philip K. Dick mythologised this hierarchy of institutional 
insanity into what he called the Black Iron Prison, which is 
ruled over by a never-ending, infinitely destructive Empire. 
In his Tractates Cryptica Scriptura,7 an esoteric addendum to 
his novel VALIS, he wrote, “The Empire is the institution, the 
codification, of derangement; it is insane and imposes its insan-
ity on us by violence, since its nature is a violent one.” Thus it 
would seem that the only rational course for an individual to 
become and stay sane is to overcome his culture, his society, 
and maybe even God himself (or at least the deranged being 

which the Gnostics believed masquerades as God).
 “Against the Empire,” Dick continued, “is posed the living 
information, the plasmate or physician...” Dick identified this 
cosmic force with the Holy Spirit, the Christian concept of the 
Logos, or the divine Word (hence, living information) which 
was made flesh in the person of Jesus Christ. Like the ancient 
Gnostics, Dick believed that this divine entity – the plasmate 
– could fuse with, not just Jesus, but with potentially anyone 
who was worthy. There is no indication that Dick believed 
humans fundamentally lacked souls, but he seems to have 
believed that the plasmate healed and restored people to sanity, 
and to their natural whole state. 

The SecreT gray-robed chriSTianS

 Dick himself underwent a series of transformative spiritual 
experiences which formed the basis of his understanding of the 
human situation. In his novels VALIS and Radio Free Albe-
muth, he fictionalised these experiences, describing numerous 
encounters in dreams, hallucinations and waking life with a 
benevolent higher order entity which he variously described as 
a cosmic artificial intelligence, ancient alien beings, the living 
information of the plasmate, and of divinity itself. Both his 
fictional characters and he himself underwent extreme pain, 
personal turmoil and intense soul-searching, which perhaps 
could be correlated to what Gurdjieff meant as the “work” 
required to fashion oneself a soul or subtle body with which to 
escape the obliteration of death. 
 The exact nature of that work seems to deal with cultivating 
an intense awareness and a sustained “presence” within oneself 
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at all times – as opposed to absent-mindedness, or living on 
auto-pilot, which seems to be the natural state of affairs. Here 
we may once again turn to the ancient Gnostics for inspiration 
and amplification. From The Apocryphon of John, another text 
recovered at Nag Hammadi, we find: 

When the life-spirit increases and the illuminating power 
of the body strengthens the soul, no one can lead you 
astray into the lessening of your humanity. But those 
on whom the counterfeit spirit preys are alienated from 
humanity and deviated...8

 In Dick’s worlds, once you have crossed that threshold and 
reconnected to the universal soul (or created a soul, as Gurdji-
eff’s teachings might indicate), others who have done the same 
will be revealed to you, so that you may strengthen one another 
and work toward a common goal. In VALIS, Dick referred 
to these kindred spirits as Secret Gray Robed Christians (or 
homoplasmates – those who had “cross-bonded” with the 
living information of Christ or the Holy Spirit, thereby attain-
ing eternal life). Upon their shoulders lay the immense task of 
nothing less than the overthrow of the Black Iron Prison itself:

Who had built the prison – and why – he could not say. 
But he could discern one good thing: the prison lay 
under attack. An organisation of Christians, not regular 
Christians such as those who attended church every 
Sunday and prayed, but secret early Christians wearing 
light gray-coloured robes, had started an assault on the 
prison, and with success. The secret, early Christians 
were filled with joy. 

 Fat, in his madness, understood the reason for 
their joy. This time the early, secret, gray-robed Chris-
tians would get the prison, rather than the other way 
around.9

 The idea that not all humans have souls is a fascinating 
line of thought which invariably leads to dangerous and even 
violent territory when employed by the agents of Empire. One 
need look no further than Nazi Germany’s wholesale execution 
of what they claimed were the “sub-human” Jews as vivid ex-
amples of the extravagant danger of these ideas. It is one thing 
to explore mystical truth for the purposes of personal develop-
ment; it is quite another altogether to use it as an excuse and 
explanation for violent, thoughtless, and inhuman action. 
 The choice, ultimately, seems to rest in the hands of the 
individual as to whether or not we develop our divine spark 
into a full-fledged soul, or if we let it languish in darkness. We 
may all be created equal, but what do we do after that? The 
12th century Sufi, Farid ud-Din Attar, in his “Conference of the 
Birds,” offered the following:

A Sufi woke one night and said to himself “It seems 
to me that the world is like a chest in which we are all 
put and the lid is shut down, and we give ourselves up 
to foolishness. When death lifts the lid, he who has 
acquired wings, soars away to eternity, but he who has 
not, stays in the chest a prey to a thousand tribula-
tions. Make sure then that the bird of ambition acquires 
wings of aspiration, and give to your heart and reason 
the ecstasy of the soul. Before the lid of the chest is 
opened become a bird of the spirit, ready to spread 
your wings.10
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THE 

CYGNUS MYSTERY
Did Cosmic Rays Affect  

Human Evolution?

© By aNDREw ColliNS

Ever since the discovery in the 1920s that 
radiation can cause gene mutations, scien-
tists have speculated on the role that high 
energy cosmic rays might have played in 

evolution. Indeed, as early as 1930 it became the 
theme of a science-fiction story in which cosmic rays 
were harnessed by a mad scientist in order to rap-
idly transform himself into a super being millions of 
years ahead of his time, while similar ideas must have 
been behind the entrance of the alien black monolith 
among a community of ape-men in Arthur C. Clarke’s 
classic ‘2001: A Space Odyssey’. 

 Moreover, one of the greatest scientific 
minds of the twentieth century, American 
astronomer Carl Sagan, wrote in 1973 that 
human evolution was the result of incom-
ing cosmic rays from some distant neutron 
star, demonstrating how everything in the 
Universe affects everything else.
  It was a bold notion, but one destined 
not to find favour among geneticists, simply 
because there was no hard evidence that 
cosmic rays – first confirmed during a series 
of balloon ascents in 1912 by Austrian 
physicist Victor F. Hess (1883-1964) – have 
any real impact on evolution, whatever their 
origin (since there is no consensus on this 
fact). 
 Indeed, H.J. Muller (1890-1967), the 
American geneticist whose work with the fruit fly Drosophila 
led to the realisation that radiation (he used X-rays and later 
radium) was a mutagen, addressed the topic in a paper published 
in 1930 and again in 1952. He concluded that the cosmic ray 
flux penetrating the upper atmosphere and reaching ground level 
was inadequate to explain spontaneous mutations in life forms, 
whatever their type. Muller was not wrong, but had he been 
privy to modern scientific data that clearly demonstrates that at 
certain times in the Earth’s history it has been bombarded with 
high levels of cosmic rays then he might have thought again.

records From the ice

 Information of this order comes from the fact that when so-
called ‘primary’ cosmic rays hit the upper atmosphere almost 
all of them break up when they collide with nuclei of oxygen 
and nitrogen, the process producing a plethora of charged sec-
ondary particles. Many disintegrate in milliseconds, but others 
with much longer half lives plummet to the ground and are pre-
served in everything from lake sediments to stalagmites and, 
more crucially, the ice that forms to great depths in the Arctic 
and Antarctic regions. One such isotope called Beryllium-10 
(10Be) is clearly traceable in ice cores. Since individual layers of 
ice form each year the levels of Beryllium-10 can be counted to 
provide accurate indications of cosmic ray activity in the upper 
atmosphere.
 In recent years, an analysis of ice cores extracted from 

polar stations in Greenland and Antarctica 
have clearly demonstrated that over the past 
100,000 years, there have been three peri-
ods when the cosmic ray flux has increased 
dramatically. The first was around 60,000 
years ago, the second occurred approxi-
mately 40,000-35,000 years, and the third 
and last peak began around 17,000 years 
ago. Each one lasted for a period of approx-
imately 2,000 years. Similar results have 
been determined from a stalagmite removed 
from a submerged blue hole in the Baha-
mas. An examination of its Beryllium-10 
content indicates that between 45,000 and 
11,000 years ago the Earth was bombarded 
by twice the amount of cosmic radiation 
than it is today.

Where’s the cosmic source?
 The first question one must ask is where this influx of 
cosmic radiation might have come from. Was it really a neutron 
star, as Carl Sagan suggested, or could it have been another as-
tronomical source such as a black hole, which produces jets of 
particles that reach out far across galaxies? Alternatively, was 
there some other, more prosaic solution to this enigma? The 
more of less regular gaps between the spikes of Beryllium-10 
activity noted in the ice cores might well indicate some kind of 
cyclic force in action, most obviously that of the Sun. Cosmic 

Carl Sagan, wrote 
in 1973 that human 
evolution was the 
result of incoming 
cosmic rays from 

some distant  
neutron star...
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rays are known to be partially deflected by the solar magnetic 
field that stretches out far into the heart of the solar system, and 
it is believed that the rate of Beryllium-10 production in the up-
per atmosphere is dependent on the strength of the solar field, 
which is itself connected with sunspot activity.

WAs it An explodinG stAr?
 In addition to this, the Sun’s long term climate cycles 
of 100,000, 41,000 and 23,000 years, first noted by Serbian 
geophysicist Milutin Milankovic (1879–1958), must also affect 
the production of Beryllium-10 for similar reasons, i.e. the 
influence of the solar field upon the Earth’s upper atmosphere. 
This said, there might easily have been other factors behind 
the sudden increase in cosmic rays hitting the Earth, the most 
catastrophic being a supernova, the death of a star as it expels 
the last of its nuclear fuel and collapses to form a high-mass 
compact object, either a white dwarf, black hole or neutron star.
 Supernovas produce enormous bursts of gamma rays and 
cosmic rays which are sent out across dozens if not hundreds 
of light years of space. If such an event occurred close enough 
to our own solar system then the Earth would be showered by 
deadly radiation, which might damage the ozone layer, caus-
ing not only many more rays to reach ground level, but also 
the onset of high levels of UV radiation from the Sun. More 
conservatively, catastrophists suggest that a close supernova 
would send a barrage of cosmic particles in our direction, 
which would dramatically increase cloud formation, prevent-
ing the Sun from penetrating through the atmosphere, and thus 
bringing about a sudden ice age.
 Whatever the consequences of a close supernova, life on 
Earth would suffer mass extinctions. As terrifying a scenario 
as this might seem, it was the favoured theory for the sudden 
disappearance of the dinosaurs some 65 million years ago 
until the discovery in 1980 of the Chicxulub impact crater in 
Mexico’s Yucatan peninsular. This helped confirm the alter-
native theory that a super-sized asteroid or comet had been 

responsible for their extinction. Indeed, this was the opinion of 
Carl Sagan and his co-author Dr. I.S. Shklovskii, the famous 
Soviet astrophysicist and radio astronomer, in a scholarly book 
entitled Intelligence in the Universe, published in 1966. In fact, 
one wonders whether Sagan’s unique view that cosmic rays 
accelerate human evolution actually stemmed from his obvious 
fascination with the extinction of the dinosaurs, even though 
we now know they were not killed off this way.
 Yet the powerful idea of a close supernova wreaking 
devastation on Earth during some past geological age lingers, 
with some catastrophists believing that it could have brought 
about mass extinctions during other geological epochs, for 
instance at the close of the Jurassic age some 145 million years 
ago, as well as at the culmination of the Pleistocene age, which 
coincided with the end of the last Ice Age, some 11,000 years 
ago. And such scientific speculation is where it starts getting 
interesting, for when the high levels of Beryllium-10 were first 
noted in the ice cores at the beginning of the 1990s, scientists 
from the Cosmic Ray Council of the Soviet Academy of Sci-
ences, working alongside a team from the University of Ari-
zona, speculated that they resulted from a supernova explosion 
just 150 lights years away; that’s just 900 million, million miles 
from here.
 To back up their dramatic claims the joint Soviet-Ameri-
can team cited the presence at around 150 light years away in 
the northern constellation of Cygnus of an immense forma-
tion of glowing clouds of gaseous debris – the remnants of 
an immense supernova explosion – known to astronomers as 
the Cygnus Veil, or Veil nebula. Was this the remnants of the 
supernova explosion that had showered the Earth with cosmic 
rays for up to 2,000 years some 40,000-35,000 years ago? Did 
it bring about dramatic climatic changes and bursts of radiation 
that evolved humanity into what we are today?

the emerGence oF mAn

 For whatever reason, the worldwide press coverage that 
resulted from this dramatic announcement of a close supernova 
some 35,000 years ago came to nothing. Yet, thankfully, there 
was one person who did take notice, and this was British an-
thropological writer Denis Montgomery. Having lived in Africa 
for many years, where anatomically modern humans emerged 
for the first time some 200,000 years ago, he became intrigued 
as to why sudden jumps of evolution occur. Was it purely spon-
taneous, through chemical changes in the body, or were there 
other exterior factors at play, such as environmental and climat-
ic changes, nutritional variety or even simple competitiveness? 
Even though there is ample evidence that our earliest ancestors 
migrated from Africa, most probably in search of new re-
sources of food as early as 80,000-70,000 years ago, there exist 
only tiny glimpses of what we were capable of achieving at this 
time. For instance, around 80,000 years ago the peoples of the 
republic of Congo were making barbed bone hooks for fishing, 
while a community that inhabited a large cave called Blom-
bos on the southern coast of South Africa would seem to have 
fashioned the earliest known examples of expressive art. These 
take the form of incised pieces of red ochre rock, showing 
cross-hatching designs, as well as perforated snail shell beads, 
once strung on a cord and worn either as a necklace or bracelet. 
All of these invaluable objects are thought to be around 75,000 
years old.

Are cosmic rays responsible for evolutionary jumps in life on Earth? This 
drawing illustrates air showers from very high energy cosmic rays.
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AGe oF the Artist

 In spite of the discovery of these clearly sophisticated 
personal items, whether practical or aesthetic, it was not until 
the start of the Upper Palaeolithic age around 40,000 years ago 
that something quite dramatic began to occur. At a time coin-
cident to when homo sapiens first entered a Europe dominated 
until this time by the Neanderthal folk, there is clear evidence 
for the adoption of a complex life style, the earliest known to 
human kind. It involved religious expression and practices, 
including detailed funerary rites, as well as magnificent new 
forms of art, such as the carving of animals, birds and humans 
in bone and stone and, crucially, the first appearance of cave 
art, such as the extraordinary painted galleries discovered as 
recently as 1994 at the Chauvet cave in southern France. Dat-
ing to some 35,000 years before the present time, they contain 
images and sculptures of whole menageries of wild animals, 
including horses, rhinos, lions, mammoths and bison, along-
side abstract representations of the human form extenuated, or 
brought to life, by the rock face itself.
 Rapidly, hundreds of cave systems across Western Europe 
became full of sophisticated and highly accomplished art 
forms, a tradition which continued through until around 17,000 
years ago, when suddenly there was a dramatic increase in 
sacred painting deep underground. This trend ended finally 
around 11,000 years ago when the Upper Palaeolithic age 
climaxed coincident to the cessation of the last Ice Age.
 What Denis Montgomery wondered was whether that, in 
addition to other environmental, climatic and human factors, 
the increase in cosmic rays around 35,000 years ago, perhaps 
from the assumed supernova explosion which caused the crea-
tion of the Cygnus Veil, acted as a mutagen to effect sudden 
changes in the brain’s neurological processes. This in turn 
might have brought about the enlightened age of the cave artist 
in Western Europe. It could also explain why the Neanderthal 
peoples suddenly became extinct around this time, perhaps as 
a result of too much competition from their competitive new 
neighbours, the homo sapiens.
 Montgomery’s unique ideas were privately published, and, 
inevitably, largely ignored by the scholarly community. Adding 
to his problems was the realisation by astronomers during the 
mid 1990s that the Cygnus Veil, the nebula at the centre of 
what Montgomery came to refer to as ‘the Cygnus event’, was 
found to be not 150 light years away from the Earth, as had 
previously been thought, but in fact around 1,800 light years 
away. This meant that from here the supernova explosion would 
have been little more than a bright light source in the northern 
sky lasting for a period of several days, before gradually dying 
away. Doubly damning were recalculations concerning the 
age of the supernova event, which now appears to have oc-
curred as recently as 5,000-8000 years ago (even though some 
astronomical sources still reckon it took place much earlier, 
perhaps 10,000-15,000 years ago). Thus there was no way that 
the Cygnus Veil can have been responsible for the high levels 
of cosmic rays reaching Earth’s atmosphere when the first cave 
artists created underworld Sistern Chapels like Chauvet around 
35,000 years ago.

enter the meinel Group

 It would not be until 2005 that this same cosmological 
conundrum would be tackled again. At the conference of TAG 
(the Theoretical Archaeological Group) in Sheffield, Eng-

land, held in December that year, Dr. Aden Meinel – a retired 
veteran of NASA’s Jet Propulsion Laboratory, who in the 1980s 
was responsible for the launch of space telescopes such as 
Hubble – told a packed audience of bemused archaeologists 
and students that he and his colleagues at the Meinel Institute 
in Pasadena, California, had determined that the high levels of 
Beryllium-10 in the Greenland and Antarctica ice cores were 
responsible for sudden changes in evolution in both animal and 
human life around 40,000-35,000 years ago. 
 He also reported that he had been able to use the ice core 
evidence to determine the approximate coordinates for the 
source of the cosmic rays, and that these pinpointed a planetary 
nebula (a mass of glowing gas and cloud) known as the Cat’s 
Eye in the northern constellation of Draco, the celestial dragon. 
This the Meinel group saw as the remnants of what was once a 
galactic binary system consisting of a super giant and an active 
black hole spewing out jets of plasma, or ionized gas at veloci-
ties close to the speed of light. These, he proposed, had crossed 
thousands of light years of space to reach the Earth around 
40,000 to 35,000 years ago, causing the changes in evolution 
witnessed at this time.
 It was a dramatic claim, and one that needed scientific 
evaluation, which is where I entered this gripping story. My 
own research into the emergence of primitive societies, with 
their own unique cosmologies and religion, has revealed an 
inordinate interest in one particular constellation – Cygnus, the 
celestial swan. Indeed, it features as the oldest known artistic 
representation of a constellation anywhere in the world, for it 
is seen on the walls of the famous Lascaux cave in southern 
France, which is known to have first been occupied around 
17,000 years ago. Cygnus also appears as a bird in Church 
Hole cave in Derbyshire’s Creswell Crags alongside cave art 
dated to 12,800 years ago, while at Gobekli Tepe in southeast 
Turkey, an 11,500-year-old stone temple – the oldest anywhere 
in the world – is orientated towards this same constellation. 
It is the same story with ancient stone and earthen structures 
worldwide, from the bird effigy mounds of North America to 
the Olmec centres of Mexico, the Incan sacred city of Cuzco, 
the Egyptian Pyramids of Giza, the Hindu temples of India to 
Avebury, the largest stone circle in Europe – all seem to reflect 
an age-old interest in Cygnus, which features also at the heart 
of religious symbolism worldwide, including that of Judaism, 
Christianity, Hinduism, Islam and more primitive forms of 
shamanism.

The Cygnus star constellation
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 Putting aside more obvious astronomical reasons as to why 
our ancestors might have been interested in this particular 
constellation, shown universally as a celestial bird, I searched 
for answers as to why it might have been depicted deep under-
ground by the cave artists of the Upper Palaeolithic age. In the 
knowledge that the work of South African anthropologist and 
rock art specialist David Lewis-Williams had determined that 
much prehistoric cave art was inspired by shamans in mind-
altered states, I wondered whether the stars of Cygnus had 
come to be seen as the source of a primeval being, thought to 
have been responsible for cosmic life and death. Moreover, did 
the peoples of the Upper Palaeolithic come to associate this 
primeval cause with religious experiences deep underground, 
where their most sacred cave art was executed? If so, then why 
did they come to associate a specific star constellation with the 
deepest part of caves?
 I searched for answers, and was intrigued to find that in 
the early 1980s particle physicists using two newly-operational 
proton decay detectors – SOUDON, located half a mile down 
an old mine in Minnesota, and NUSEX found off a road tunnel 
deep beneath France’s Mont Blanc – detected the presence of 
highly unusual cosmic rays. They bore the distinctive ‘finger-
print’ of a strange binary system containing a black hole or 
neutron star known as Cygnus X-3. The existence of these high 
energy cosmic particles caused immediate controversy, since 
they matched the characteristics of no known particle.
 Cygnus X-3 was identified as the first confirmed source of 
high energy cosmic rays able to penetrate deep underground, 
and then in 2000 NASA announced that it was the galaxy’s first 
confirmed ‘blazar’, meaning that it was producing plasma jets 
that periodically sprayed the Earth with volleys of cosmic rays, 
something it has been doing for anything up to 700,000 years.
 The concerted reverence for Cygnus as the bird of creation 
and the source of cosmic life and death led me to conclude that 
those responsible for the cave art at Lascaux, most probably 

shamans skilled in achieving altered states, had somehow be-
come aware of incoming cosmic rays when deep underground. 
Scientists have long been aware that when cosmic rays disin-
tegrate they produce what is known as Cherenkov radiation, 
which appears as an objective burst of light as it passes through 
the water of the eye. This phenomenon was first noted in 1968 
when astronauts aboard Apollo 11 on its journey to the Moon 
found that in the darkness they could see tiny flashes of light, 
either with their eyes open or closed. A NASA-funded inves-
tigation was quickly launched, which found that these light 
flashes were caused by cosmic rays passing through the Apollo 
spacecraft. Did the Palaeolithic shamans deep underground 
come to identify similar light bursts caused by cosmic rays 
from Cygnus X-3 as part of some religious experience, centred 
on the Cygnus constellation? Moreover, did the high levels of 
cosmic rays that affected the world in Palaeolithic times come 
from the direction of Cygnus, explaining why it can be found at 
the heart of religious symbolism worldwide?
 Yet now Cygnus X-3 had a rival candidate in the Cat’s Eye 
nebula, the chosen candidate for cosmic rays proposed by Aden 
Meinel and the Meinel Institute. Unfortunately, astrophysicists 
are unanimous in their opinion that the Cat’s Eye is a wimpy 
object unable to produce cosmic rays that might reach the 
Earth. What is more, the Meinels, by their own admission, 
looked first in Cygnus for a possible point source of cosmic 
rays, and had found none – Cygnus X-3 being overlooked.
 When in 1973 Carl Sagan wrote that cosmic rays might 
have been responsible for changes in human evolution he boldly 
asserted that their source was most probably a neutron star, 
which he saw as one of the most fascinating stellar bodies in 
the whole of the Universe. Today there can be little doubt that 
Cygnus X-3, as a neutron star/black hole as well as the galaxy’s 
first confirmed blazar, is the best candidate by far for at least a 
proportion of the cosmic radiation responsible for the accelera-
tion of human evolution at a time when we were just beginning 
to emerge as modern human beings. 
 Yet more disturbing is the fact that Cygnus X-3 is still out 
there, its cosmic gun barrel trained on the Earth, ever ready 
to release a volley of cosmic particles in our direction. It has 
burst into action three times already this year, yet astronomers 
are waiting for what they see as the ‘next big bang’, showers 
of cosmic particles on a level never seen before, and when this 
happens, who knows, we might well be ready for the next stage 
in evolution.

The Cygnus Mystery by Andrew Collins is published by  
Watkins Publishing and will be available from New Dawn 
Book Service in mid February 2007 for $39.95 plus $8 p&h. 
For more information on Denis Montgomery’s forward- 
thinking anthropological ideas visit his website at  
www.sondela.co.uk.    «
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Remnants of the 11,500-year-old stone temple at Gobekli Tepe in 
southeast Turkey.
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CODEX: INDUSTRIAL 
INTERESTS COME BEFORE 
CONSUMERS’ INTERESTS

“When the issue of fluoride 

came up for deliberation, 

South Africa led the  

dissenting voice among  

developing countries and  

INGOs and argued that  

current science has shown 

fluoride to be a poison,  

detrimental to health, and 

that it should be reclassified 

onto the list of food  

contaminants. ”

© By DR. woNG aNG PENG

One would expect Codex 
to formulate policies and 
guidelines for foods and 

nutritional matters so that con-
sumers can improve their health 
and be protected from any pos-
sible adverse health effects. the 
truth, however, is actually shock-
ing.

 The Codex Alimentarius Commis-
sion is a body established by the World 
Health Organisation (WHO) and the 
Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations (FAO) to develop 
global standards, codes of practice, 
guidelines and other recommendations 
for food products, including food sup-
plements.
 The Commission currently presides 
over a total of 26 subsidiary commit-
tees, one of which, the Codex Commit-
tee on Nutrition and Foods for Special 
Dietary Uses (CCNFSDU), is responsi-
ble for developing standards, guidelines 
or related texts for foods such as food 
supplements, infant formula, cereal-
based foods for infants and young chil-
dren, and gluten-free foods.
 The 28th Session of CCNFSDU was 
held from 30 October to 3 November 
2006, in Chiang Mai, Thailand, and was 
attended by 254 delegates from 45 
countries and 27 International Non-
Governmental Organisations (INGOs).
 For a first time attendee, the 
meticulous debates regarding labelling 

requirements, the types of nutrients 
allowed and their maximum and mini-
mum amounts could initially give the 
impression that the committee exists 
to ensure that consumers’ interests are 
being protected; especially so given that 
this is actually stated as being one of 
the Commission’s primary purposes. 
 The truth begins to be unmasked, 
however, when one learns that since 
the creation of the World Trade Or-
ganisation (WTO), on 1 January 1995, 
Codex standards have been used as 
the benchmark in international trade 
disputes, and are expected to be used 
increasingly in this regard.
 As its name suggests, the WTO is 
concerned with trade, not health, and 

as such it is the demands of industry, 
not those of consumers, that are given 
the highest priority at Codex. 
 At Codex Sessions, therefore, one 
begins to discern the line drawn be-
tween exporting and importing nations; 
developed and developing nations; be-
tween nations that want to perpetuate 
control of trade and nations that want 
genuinely free trade; between industrial 
interests and consumers’ interests; 
between the needs of geographical re-
gions and their individual countries; and 
between genuine health promotion and 
disease maintenance. Rather shocking 
and unbelievable as all this may sound, 
let’s analyse some of the issues.
 One major issue, if not the most 
important, is the subject of food sup-
plements. The first half of this decade 
saw some keen debates from oppos-
ing sides that culminated in 2005 in a 
global Codex guideline on vitamin and 
mineral supplements: a text that will 
ultimately set restrictive upper limits 
on the maximum permitted doses of 
nutrients, and strictly enforced curbs 
on nutrient-related health claims and 
labelling information. The guideline also 
seemingly tries to convey the message 
to consumers that nothing good can 
come from taking food supplements; 
that they are a waste of money; and 
that daily helpings of fruits and vegeta-
bles provide enough nutrients for all of 
our needs.
 The official tone and sentiment of 
Codex regarding food supplements 
can perhaps best be reflected by the 
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remarks made by the CCNFSDU’s 
Chairman, Dr. Rolf Grossklaus, in 
Chiang Mai, that, “Dietary Fibers have 
specific health benefits, but not iso-
lated nutrients and individual vitamins 
which are not proven, and therefore we 
should consume daily certain amounts 
of fruits and vegetables.”
 Current science, particularly over 
the last ten years, has provided compel-
ling arguments, and even proof, regard-
ing the positive significance of individual 
nutrients or combinations of nutrients. 
Today’s emerging science will ultimately 
put any of the old arguments, such as 
“supplements are a waste of money,” 
“taking vitamin C will produce expen-
sive urine,” “too much vitamin C will 
produce kidney stones,” or “vitamin 
E increases the rate of heart attacks,” 
into the Jurassic Park of nutritional sci-
ence. 
 Indeed, it is already virtually impos-
sible for any government officials or 
any unbiased scientists to have entirely 
missed the numerous scientific reports 
on nutrients that are published in the 
scientific literature.
 However, the answers to the fol-
lowing questions cast light onto why 
so much scientific confusion still exists 
today regarding nutrition:
 Who benefits from the propagation 
of diseases? 
 Which industry is most threatened 
by the food supplement industry’s pro-
motion of health? 
 Which industry is a major sponsor 
of governments and politicians? 
 Who finances/sponsors medical 
researchers and provides grants to 
medical schools and universities?
 Answer: the pharmaceutical indus-
try and its ‘business with disease’.
 At first sight, however, the case of 
infant formula seems to take a different 
stance. Since infants and young children 
do not provide a good market place 
for the drugs industry, as compared to 
adults, and because the multinational 
corporations dominate in producing 
infant formulas, the outcomes of Codex 
deliberations affecting them seem to be 
less restrictive. Nutrients from A to Z 
are allowed, including synthetic ones. 
Even the European Community (EC), 
USA, Germany and some European 
countries were less willing to argue 
against health claims for infant for-

mula, as they had done with full vigour 
against food supplements in previous 
Sessions. These are the major export-
ing countries of pharmaceutical drugs, 
infant formulas, cereals and pre-pack-
aged food. These are also the countries 
where money speaks, and where indus-
try lobbying is the name of the game.
 When the issue of fluoride came 
up for deliberation, South Africa led 
the dissenting voice among developing 
countries and INGOs and argued that 
current science has shown fluoride 
to be a poison, detrimental to health, 
and that it should be reclassified onto 
the list of food contaminants. As the 
dissenting voices against the use of 
fluoride became overwhelming, it was 
generally agreed that fluoride should 
not be included as a constituent in 
infant formula.
 However, on the third day of delib-
eration, when discussing a Revision of 
the Advisory List of Nutrient Com-
pounds for Use in Foods for Special 
Dietary Uses Intended for the Use by 
Infants and Young Children, the EC suc-
cessfully argued that fluoride could be 
used for special medical purposes. As a 
result, fluoride was therefore retained 
in the list of substances allowed under 
this category. The USA and Australia 
were amongst the countries that sup-
ported the EC’s proposition. As such, 
it can be seen that this was effectively 
a back-door strategy to allow for the 
possible inclusion of fluoride in infant 
formula for special medical purposes.
 One should be aware however that 
fluoride is an industrial waste, and that 
the disposal of such hazardous waste 
has become a big headache to indus-
tries. What better and more profitable 
way to dispose of it than by adding it 
to drinking water and infant formula? A 
military parallel to such means of waste 
disposal is the use of depleted uranium 
and ammunition from expired nuclear 
weapons, and its subsequent use in 
Afghanistan and Iraq.
 On the third day of deliberation, 
Thailand came up with a proposition 
to limit the amount of sugar in cereal 
food for children, since obesity among 
children has become rampant. The EC 
representation argued that the proposi-
tion from Thailand was not necessary, 
and the USA immediately supported 
the EC as though working in tandem 

with them. South Africa and a few IN-
GOs, meanwhile, supported Thailand’s 
proposition on the limitation of sugar in 
cereal foods. 
 The strong tone of the Interna-
tional Lactation Consultant Association 
(ILCA) shaming the EC for not only not 
leading the voice against sugar in food, 
but also indirectly supporting it, drew 
loud applause from many delegates. 
Shameful indeed to the EC and the 
USA. Common sense alone, besides 
science, should have given a resounding 
NO to additional sugar content in food. 
Do top officials of governments have 
no social conscience at all?
 The way the Session was chaired, at 
times autocratic, and giving little promi-
nence to the dissenting voices of lesser 
countries and independent INGOs, 
does not say much in terms of fairness 
and consensual agreement regarding 
the decisions that were taken. 
 The German secretariat, in conniv-
ance with the German Chair, even went 
so far as to manipulate the time al-
location for the deliberation of certain 
agenda items. As such, agenda items 
such as the Recommendations on the 
Scientific Basis of Health Claims, Nutri-
ent Reference Values, and the Applica-
tion of Risk Analysis, were given very 
little time and no substantial debate. As 
these subjects have a scientific basis in 
nature much more prominence should 
be given to them, as any decision made 
will go a long way to determine the 
health of consumers.
 But who cares? In the name of 
science and consumer protection, 
the purse holds the strings. Industrial 
interests comes first. The interests of 
consumers come last.
 Let those who care speak out now!

Dr. Wong Ang Peng attended the Codex 
meeting in Malaysia as a delegate of the 
California-based National Health Federa-
tion (www.thenhf.com), the only consumer 
health freedom organisation in the world 
to enjoy official observer status with the 
Codex Alimentarius Commission. He is also 
President of the Society of Natural Health 
(www.health-naturally.org), Malaysia, and 
South East Asia Coordinator for the Dr. 
Rath Health Foundation (www4.dr-rath-
foundation.org).  «
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Holistic health is a concept 
that is entering into great-
er common usage and oc-

casionally misuse. Many feel that 
health care measures are holistic 
if they are preventive in nature. 
Others would argue that holistic 
refers to ‘natural’ remedies. And 
a few would even equate anything 
unorthodox or not within the al-
lopathic medical repertoire as be-
ing holistic. It becomes apparent 
that the meaning of holistic health 
needs greater clarification.

 While the application of the word 
holistic is comparatively recent, the 
concepts underlying holistic health go 
back at least 2,500 years. Hippocrates, 
the father of medicine, stressed ‘vis 
medicatrix naturae’ or the healing power 
of nature. His approach was to utilise 
therapy to facilitate the self healing ef-
forts of the body. 
 The opposing school of thought 
felt that the physician should actively 
intervene to conquer disease, much as 
a mechanic would fix a broken machine. 
 This philosophical debate continued 
over the centuries, with neither side 
predominating until the scientific revo-
lution of the 19th century.
 The discovery of effective antimi-
crobial agents by Louis Pasteur and 
Robert Koch accomplished remarkable 
recoveries not previously possible. 
However, even during Pasteur’s time 
there were scientists who cautioned 
that the germ theory should be put in 
its proper context. Claude Bernard, a 
noted physiologist of the time stated, 
“Illnesses hover constantly about us, 
their seeds blown by the wind, but they 
do not set in the terrain unless the ter-
rain is ready to receive them.” 

 Pasteur and Bernard debated this 
point over the years, and it is revealing 
to note that on his deathbed Pasteur 
is reported to have said, “Bernard is 
right. The germ is nothing; the terrain 
all.” While the holistic point of view 
acknowledges the importance of germs 
and disease, the primary focus is placed 
upon the resistance of the host.
 Holistic health stresses that each 
person is a unique individual and exists 
on many levels of being. Traditionally 
these areas have been subdivided, with 
the physician treating the body, the 
mind assigned to the psychologist or 
psychiatrist, and the spirit belonging 
within the sphere of the clergy. 
 Modern medicine has continued the 
separation even further, with one doc-
tor treating your gastrointestinal tract, 
another treating your kidneys, a third 
treating your heart, and so on. While 
this degree of specialisation has certain 
advantages in the treatment of disease, 
it is hardly conducive for treatment of 
the whole person. 
 It is apparent that while modern 
medicine is adept at producing disease 
specialists, it has shown little interest in 
the training of health specialists.
 The holistic health perspective 
acknowledges that these divisions are 
artificial and frequently counterproduc-
tive to the enhancement of optimum 
health. In holistic health, no standard 
or prescribed treatment can be ap-
propriate for all individuals or even all 

individuals with the same ‘disease’. 
 The treatment must be individu-
alised for each person, and the per-
son must be actively involved in the 
construction and implementation of a 
program unique for their special needs. 
If the individual merely wants to be the 
passive recipient of a ‘cure’ and is not 
willing to accept responsibility for their 
health, they would probably be better 
served to stay within the traditional 
sick care system.
 Perhaps the most important 
characteristic that would allow you to 

HOLISTIC HEALTH
Balancing the Physical, Mental,  
and Spiritual Aspects of Life
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discriminate between holistic therapy 
versus mechanistic disease oriented 
therapy is the means by which it seeks 
to obtain changes in your health. 
 Holistic health care endeavours to 
work with and stimulate the natural 
restorative health processes inherent 
in the body. If the therapy circumvents 
these healing processes to combat the 
disease directly, then it is a mechanistic 
therapy. 
 This is not to say that, upon due 
consideration, individuals should 
not choose to use orthodox medi-
cal treatment as part of their health 
restorative program. If the disease is far 
progressed, this may be advantageous. 
However, they will use the orthodox 
medical therapy as just one part of 
their total health program, rather than 
with the attitude, “Here is my body, fix 
it.”
 Many diverse therapies might be in-
volved in a health restoration program, 
such as diet modification, vitamin sup-
plementation, herbal remedies, exer-
cise therapies (aerobics, tai chi, yoga), 
chiropractic or osteopathic manipula-
tions, massage, acupuncture, colonic 
irrigations, meditation, prayer, psy-
chological counselling, music therapy, 
colour therapy, Bach flower remedies, 
homeopathic medicines, radionic treat-
ment, etc. The list will be as varied and 
individual as the person seeking health 
renewal. 

 The health care field is so large and 
diverse, it is very unlikely that any one 
individual will be expert in all areas. 
Rather, the holistic health special-
ist should be thought of more as a 
resource person who can offer sug-
gestions for health enhancement and 
possesses the technical expertise to 
monitor the effectiveness of the pro-
gram that has been jointly agreed upon.
 While the body-mind-soul concept 
has its limitations, it can be worthwhile 
in guiding a self-appraisal of health. 
 For example, individuals might ask 
themselves, “In what areas might I 
strengthen the body’s ability to achieve 
robust physical health?” or “Are my 
emotional relationships allowing me to 
grow into optimal health?” or “Are my 
daily activities providing a meaningful 
outlet for the inner spiritual self?” and 
so on. 
 The individual in consultation with 
the holistic health adviser should at-
tempt to identify as many areas as 
possible where positive changes toward 
health can be made. Optimising func-
tion simultaneously on multiple and di-
verse levels of being offers the greatest 
chance for recovery from disease and 
the maintenance of vibrant health.

The above is courtesy of Share Interna-
tional (www.shareintl.org).  «
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© By Huw GRiffitHS

A few months ago a very good 
friend of mine, who also 
happens to be a naturo-

path, learned that her mother had 
been diagnosed with breast cancer. 

 As is frequently the case with any 
type of cancer diagnosis, there followed 
an intense period of fear, tension and 
anguish as everyone involved tried to 
sort out exactly what to do next. Typi-
cally there would be a tendency to rely 
wholly, and often desperately, on the 
advice of doctors and their staff, those 
who we respect as, not only experts in 
their field, but also the most caring and 
capable in terms of the best protocols 
and treatments available. 
 We tend to trust whatever they tell 
us to do next, we assume theirs is the 
best possible advice to follow and as a 
consequence the cancer sufferer hands 

over total responsibility for their survival 
or recovery to them and them alone.
 All of which is what made one of 
the first things my friend’s mother was 
told to do (or rather was told what 
‘not’ to do) all the more strange. 
 The resident nutritionist at the hos-
pital involved, while correctly reviewing 
the many lifestyle and dietary changes 
that might help her patient in these life-
threatening circumstances, went out of 
her way to warn her not to take any vi-
tamin C at all, and even went as far as to 
tell her that it was toxic and could even 
encourage the growth of the cancer!
 This was very strange advice indeed, 
especially to the ears of her daughter, 
the trained naturopath. To anyone who 
is even remotely interested in medicine 
and medical breakthroughs or health 
generally, this advice might not only 
sound questionable, but even bizarre, 
given that the lady in question was sup-
posedly a fully qualified nutritionist. 

 What she was saying flies squarely 
in the face of one of the most highly 
publicised and promising of the new 
medical paradigms of our time (one 
that the nutritionist could be expected 
to be fully aware of): Vitamin C not only 
helps prevent cancer, but can also be used 
successfully to treat it as well. 
 The nutritionist's advice, given that 
she is practicing right now (no longer 
on my friend’s mother, however), was a 
disturbing example that the pioneering 
work carried out by the late Dr. Linus 
Pauling (1901-1994), the one and only 
two-time solo winner of a Nobel prize, 
was still at best being ignored and at 
worst being suppressed by the medical 
fraternity up to twenty years later.
 Sadly there is nothing new about 
this, but it runs counter to the develop-
ing notion that Pauling’s ideas are at last 
gaining a degree of acceptance and are 
beginning to be endorsed, at least in 
part, by the medical fraternity.
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 They are not allowed to do any-
thing by themselves and they must have 
the mediation of priest-physicians, the 
administration of drug-hosts, and the 
protection of vaccine-absolutions. In 
other words, the secularisation of soci-
ety happened only on the surface. 
 Behind the different structures of 
medicine and the Church of Rome we 
find the same fundamental concepts,
the same relationships, the same char-
acteristics, the same fears, the same 
hopes and expectations.
 This substitution of medicine for 
religion has many unfortunate conse-
quences. 
 In medical research, it influences
what should be looked for and what 
can be discovered. Any discovery or 
theory that is at odds with the over-
arching orthodoxy is rejected and its 
authors called heretics. Entire areas of 
research, as well as promising new lines 
of approach, are thus disqualified.
 Furthermore, the unconscious need 
to bring the medical world into ‘reli-
gious’ obedience frequently leads to 
(involuntary) falsifications of results, as
became clear with Pasteur’s discoveries. 
The medical credo takes precedence 
over reality, which remains unacknowl-
edged if it does not correspond with 
preconceived ideas.
 Lastly, the hidden religious dimen-
sion of modern medicine inhibits the 
free debating of already fixed beliefs.

Dogmatism, irrationality and passions 
– all characteristic of the religious ex-
perience – take precedence over calm 
and carefully thought out argument. 
 The vehemence that led Galileo to 
be condemned by the Church for his 
theories, in spite of the scientifically
demonstrable facts, is now being used 
by medicine to reject any thesis that is 
contrary to its own dogmas. Science has 
learned its lessons from the Church.
 With the development of science 
and the rise of intellectualism, the 
Western world has tried to rationally 
justify these beliefs, under the cloak of 
medicine and life sciences and utilising 
three layers of false consciousness:
 • a core of fears, from which we 
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have learned to protect ourselves by 
covering it with
 • a layer of beliefs, which make us 
feel safe (even though those fears have 
not disappeared), this layer being itself 
dissimulated under
 • an intellectual varnish, a rational 
facade, which give us the illusion of 
having transcended superstitions and 
beliefs, and which shelters us from our 
fears, keeping us barricaded behind 
intellectual knowledge.
 The use of religious fears and 
beliefs, under a cloak of rationality, for 
worldly ends has a long and prestig-
ious political history in the West. This 
includes the prominent figures of the
Roman Emperor Constantine and the 
English King Henry VIII, who each took 
major institutional initiatives and used 
the power of the Church to extend 
their own worldly reach. 
 Arguably, much of the success of 
East Asia in recent years can be ex-
plained by spiritual and health traditions 
that place the emphasis on personal dis-
cipline and direct intuitive understand-
ing and develop strong defences against 
fear, belief and intellectual varnish. 
 Moreover, the Confucian, Daoist 
and Zen (or Chan) Buddhist traditions 
contrast starkly with the Western politi-
cal practice of using peoples’ spiritual 
needs as a political tool. The Falun Gong 
movement has fallen foul not of commu-
nist intolerance but of a long and deep 

“Pills have replaced  

the sacrament of bread and 

wine. Donations to cancer 

research take precedence over 

donations to the church.  

A hypothetical universal  

vaccine could save humanity 

from all its illnesses, as the 

Saviour has saved the world 

from all its sins.”

Vitamin C as a Cancer Fighter

REVISITING THE WORK OF 
DR. LINUS PAULING
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 It was in the late ‘70’s that he and 
Dr. Ewan Cameron (head of the cancer 
department at Vale of Leven hospital), 
first conducted a clinical study into the 
effects of large doses of vitamin C on 
cancer patients who had exhausted con-
ventional cancer treatments. They were 
able to demonstrate that vitamin C not 
only helped to prolong the life of seri-
ously ill cancer sufferers, but significantly 
improved the quality of their lives as well.
 These results were not exactly wel-
comed by the medical industry. In part, 
this was due to the early and inconclu-
sive stage reached by Pauling and Cam-
eron’s research at that particular time, 
but also one is forced to speculate be-
cause of the potential threat it raised to 
the booming and highly lucrative cancer 
treatment industry. Predictably then, 
what followed was a highly successful 
and well publicised attempt to debunk 
Pauling’s and Cameron’s initial findings.
 Claim followed counter claim, but 
the principal bone of contention was 
that the Mayo Clinic, which led the 
challenge to Pauling’s work by claim-
ing to replicate his trials, administered 
the high levels of vitamin C in oral 
rather than intravenous form. This was 
a crucial divergence from the original 
work as it made it impossible for suf-
ficient concentrations of vitamin C to 
be brought to bear at a cellular level 
where Pauling claimed it was needed. 
Thus any therapeutic benefit was ren-
dered inert. 
 Yet, despite this obvious error in 
methodology, no subsequent attempt 
was or has ever been made to rerun 
the trials at the Mayo Clinic. This 
clearly raises the issue as to whether 
medical science is deliberately ignoring 
an inexpensive, non-invasive, non-toxic, 
new treatment for cancer solely on the 
grounds that it doesn’t come within the 
scope of being commercially exploitable 
by the medical industry.
 We can be sure that had any other 
new treatment or drug been developed 
by medical science that could demon-
strate even a fraction of the promise 

that vitamin C has done, it would have 
been heralded as one of the most 
promising breakthroughs of the cen-
tury. Instead, and as a consequence, this 
painless, universally available, low-cost 
and highly promising new approach to 
cancer therapy apparently still languish-
es in obscurity or denial.
 There have been many other inde-
pendent studies carried out by other 
largely privately funded researchers 
who have either attempted to copy 
Pauling’s original work to the letter, or 
have built upon it with their own nutri-
tional concepts. 
 One example was Dr. Abram Hoffer 
who developed his own nutritional pro-
gram for hundreds of cancer patients 
between 1978 and 1999. Whilst his 
approach incorporated several other 
minerals and vitamins in addition to 
vitamin C, the backbone of his therapy 
remained the use of high dosage vitamin 
C.
 Hoffer was able to demonstrate 
that his therapy significantly boosted 
cancer survival rates to the tune of 
75% versus 15% in a corresponding 
control group, and his published work 
illustrates several illuminating instances 
(far too many to be coincidental) of 
spontaneous remission.
 The findings of the research, known 
about and encouraged by Pauling at the 
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time, were clear evidence of the ability 
of vitamin C to not only kill many types 
of cancer cells, but to enhance the ben-
efits of conventional cancer treatments 
by decreasing their dangerously high 
levels of toxicity as well as affording 
greatly increased levels of protection 
and immunity to healthy cells.
 The best thing about Pauling’s work 
has been that it was authored by a 
scientist who was simply too big and too 
powerful to totally ignore. By all accounts 
he was a great and compassionate human 
being with immense powers of observa-
tion and deduction. He coupled these 
rare talents with a stoic affection for the 
truth and a commitment to defend it (a 
rare attribute in the scientific community) 
whatever the odds.
 He will be remembered for many 
of his great works, but final recognition 
for his pioneering work in cancer treat-
ment and prevention through the use 
of vitamin C may yet turn out to be his 
final and posthumous accolade.
 Follow up research now evidences 
three vital roles that vitamin C plays 
in the fight against cancer. Firstly, it 
inhibits tumour growth by regulating 
proper cell tissue integrity, secondly it 
greatly enhances the immune system 
when ingested in sufficient quantities, 
and finally it has cytotoxic properties, 
which means that, in combination with 
other natural substances, it can kill can-
cer cells without damaging the healthy 
ones. In other words it acts as a kind of 
non-toxic chemotherapy.
 Final proof that Linus Pauling was 
right after all is slowly coming, but in the 
meantime and despite the continuing 
efforts of much of the medical estab-
lishment to the contrary, we should be 
insisting that anyone either embarking 
upon or currently undergoing a course 
of cancer therapy should at the very 
least be offered a course of substantial 
doses of vitamin C alongside whatever 
other treatment they are being offered. 
 Not to do so, in the face of mount-
ing and accumulating evidence would 
surely be a crime!  «

Dr. Linus Pauling (1901-1994)
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© By GEoRGE SCHoNEvElD

Many people have heard 
about Homoeopathy and 
Radionics but few really 

know what it is all about. the 
word Homoeopathy is derived 
from two Greek words namely: 
homoios (similar) and pathein (to 
suffer), hence: ‘similar to suf-
fering’. Radionics is a word in-
troduced by Dr. Abrams in the 
beginning of the 20th century and 
it is about healing by means of 
vibrations which he regarded as 
electro-magnetic in principle. the 
combination between these two 
forms of healing often gives magi-
cal results.

 First I shall try to explain the origins 
and principles of Homoeopathy. Dr. 
Samuel Hahnemann (born in Meissen, 
Germany in 1755; died in Paris, France 
in 1843) after he commenced his medi-
cal practice in 1780, could not handle 
the gross methods that were common 
in hospitals, sanitoria and other medi-
cal institutions and he withdrew from 
doctoring for quite a number of years. 
 He kept himself and his increasing 
family alive by translating medical litera-
ture into German. In the first place he 
set into German the works of the an-
cients such as Galen, Hippocrates, and 
Aristotle which showed him the way via 
another medical genius from the 16th 
century, the Swiss Doctor Philippus 
Paracelsus, who also had studied the 
medical principles of the early Greeks 
and Romans.
 What the allopaths have been 
prescribing through the centuries were 
medicines to counteract the disease. 
When someone was suffering from 
diarrhoea they would prescribe alu-
minium oxide which is known to cause 
constipation, thus opposing the tenden-
cy of diarrhoea. This allopathic principle 

is still persisted with to this very day. 
 If a particular organism is causing, 
according to their understanding, a dis-
ease then the patient is furnished with 
a medicine to kill this bacterium or 
protozoon, and sometimes this proce-
dure is effective, but in many cases the 
condition that allowed this bacterium 
to undermine the health of the patient 
is suppressed. And when the illness 
re-appears the medicine may well be 
useless, although it was effective in the 
first place. 
 A very good example is the use of 
cortisone in cases of arthritis where 
the medicine is effective at the first 
injection, but with every subsequent 
injection this chemical gives less and 
less relief of pain and stiffness and in 
many cases it worsens the effect of the 
arthritis in the end.
 Aristotle introduced in his writings 
the concept of the four humours which 
Hahnemann re-interpreted into Ho-
moeopathy as the three miasms which 
he named Psora, Sycosis and Syphilis; and 
these conditions respectively originating 
in scabies, in gonorrhoea and in syphilis. 
And so homoeopaths speak of the 
psoric miasm, the sycotic miasm and the 
syphilitic miasm. If these miasms are not 
addressed homoeopathically then the 

individual will have a reduced lifespan 
with more physical, mental and psychic 
suffering than necessary.
 Another concept that the Homoeo-
path takes very seriously is an individu-
al’s constitution that is reflected in the 
character of the person through his or 
her attitude, life style, physical appear-
ance and impression. In his armoury 
against disease, the Homoeopath has 
a fairly large range of constitutional 
remedies.
 One aspect that is considered of 
utmost importance is the concept of 
the Life Force. The remedies are pre-
pared in such a way that the Life Force 
is enhanced. Hahnemann referred to 
this all enveloping, all renewing and all 
pervading presence of the Universe as 
the Dynamis.
 When a sick person walks into the 
clinic and the practitioner sees her 
or him for the first time, then nearly 
automatically he observes the miasm 
and the constitution. The next step is 
to make the individual feel at ease and 
comfortably seated. When the patient 
is unwound, he or she will give a sum-
mary of symptoms. Most times that will 
not be sufficient and she/he should be 
stimulated to talk some more about the 
circumstances that brought the person 
to the clinic, because another one of 
the principles is ‘Mens sana in corpore sa 
no’, being Latin for a healthy mind in a 
healthy body. 
 It is commonly found that the 
beginning of dis-ease lies in the Mind or 
more often in the Psyche. The homoe-
opathic practitioner has by then usually 
worked out which group of remedies 
will be appropriate and if necessary the 
repertory that matches the patients’ 
symptoms with the right remedies can 
be consulted and a short list of these 
may be cross referenced with the Ma-
teria Medica where the correct remedy 
will be found.
 Taking the homoeopathic remedy 

THE ESSENCE OF HOMOEOPATHY 
AND RADIONICS

Dr. Samuel Hahnemann (1755-1843)
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is not so very different from taking 
allopathic medicine. They are either 
given as drops or as pillules, which are 
tiny tablets to be held under the tongue 
until dissolved.
 Depending on the condition being 
acute, sub-acute or chronic, the results 
can be immediate in the acute condition 
or it may take a year or longer in a well 
established situation. The other factor 
is the patient must want to get better. 
The author has sometimes found that 
when the patient starts to feel better, 
she or he realises they are expected to 
take responsibility for their own exist-
ence. They are not willing to take this 
mental step, especially when there is a 
public system, a hospital or similar that 
supports them in some way or another 
and without which they think that they 
cannot survive. Thus, the doctor/nurse 
at the hospital berates them and sees 
their own position threatened.
 Homoeopathic medicine, usually 
referred to as remedies, are made from 
mother tinctures that are diluted either 

one in ten or one in a hundred. In 
between dilutions they are vigorously 
shaken (succussed) which increases their 
Dynamis and hence their healing capac-
ity. The types of substances that make 
up homoeopathic remedies can be 
snake poisons, insects, spiders, plants 
or parts there of like bark, flowers, 
leaves, minerals, and metals. 
 Taking the remedy sometimes 
causes a temporary worsening of the 
condition and this is referred to as an 
aggravation, and it should take its natu-
ral course unless it is life threatening. 
The practitioner must be kept informed 
and if need be the original remedy will 
be antidoted.
 There are known some 4,000 
homoeopathic remedies and they are 
described in the Materia Medica with 
about 1,200 of them in common use. 
Some of these remedies have a single 
specific purpose whereas others have a 
wide range of application and they are 
referred to as polycrests.
 Besides the actual remedy, the level 
of potency is very important and it re-
fers to the number of times the remedy 
has been diluted. In a particular situa-
tion an Aconite 6C may be appropriate 
and it could, for instance, be given for 
a high fever or headache. This potency 
has been diluted to one in a thousand 
billion or 10 to the minus twelve, and 
everyone would say that such a degree 
of dilution would be impossible to have 
a medicinal effect. 
 However, I want to introduce you 
to a concept in physics called hormesis. 
In toxicology it is noted that certain 
substances in a large dose have a 
destructive biological effect, but when 
diluted to extremes showed a positive 
biological stimulus irrespective if given 
to a mouse or a human being.
 The author of this article has also 
noted that plants are stimulated in ex-
actly the same way – the remedies are 
species specific and weeds at extremely 
high potencies can be suppressed.
 That takes us to Radionics, Radi-
esthesia and Geodesics. Radionics 
is the influence that may be exerted 
with electro-magnetic radiation at a 
particular wavelength, representing a 
substance, to an area, person, animal or 
plant at a shorter or greater distance 
away from the sender. 
 The sender may be a cosmic pipe, a 

Radionics machine with a broadcasting 
capability, or the mammalian brain. By a 
long stretch of the imagination the last 
is the most capable. Animals seem to be 
naturals at it through their close relation 
to the Earth and they seem to accept 
this ability as something natural, and 
hence they don’t project it a great deal. 
 The human being needs training 
to wake up this aspect of the mind 
and both positive and negative influ-
ences can be projected to thousands 
of miles away. Dowsing lies on exactly 
the same level of vibration of the brain 
and it is possible to locate ley lines with 
it. Through Radiesthesia we arrive at 
Geodesics. The ley lines represent the 
modified magnetic grid that stretches 
over the Earth between the North and 
South Poles. It is modified according to 
specific rock types, with those areas 
containing large amounts of metallic 
constituents favouring the progression 
of this radiation. 
 During the day the solar flux which 
flows from West to East forms points 
of concentration or power spots on the 
surface of the Earth. It is possible to 
find these points by dowsing. Cosmic 
Pipes can be placed on these points 
and homoeopathic preparations may be 
placed inside the pipe to control pests, 
diseases and weeds over areas as large 
as 16,000 acres. The preparations are all 
species specific and they will not harm 
the crop. There is also no problem with 
the weed seeds emerging the following 
year because they lose their viability; 
the seeds appear pinched. These kinds 
of results have been achieved through a 
combination of Homoeopathy, Radion-
ics, Radiesthesia and Geodesics. 
 A balanced approach between these 
four Psycho-sciences will be of tremen-
dous economic advantage to the whole 
of Australian society and diseases such 
as cancer, arthritis, diabetes, heart 
disease, obesity, the anxiety syndrome, 
depression and any other diseases of 
the human and animal can be overcome 
in a cost effective and positive manner. 
There will not be any more need to 
produce toxic and expensive medicines.

George Schoneveld has been practising Ho-
moeopathy for the last 25 years at clinics 
in Kyogle, Grafton and Coffs Harbour. He 
may be contacted on 02 66586720 or PO 
Box 1074, Coffs Harbour, NSW 2450.   «
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ü STOP THINKING sea salt is best!  
Because it comes from polluted Atlantic 
shores.

ü AVOID Eastern European salts! Because 
they could be radioactively contaminated or 
gamma irradiated on arrival in Australia.

ü ASK suppliers for a certificate of origin! 
Because they will not have one from Peter  
Ferreira’s Research Phuldukish Mine.

ü DEMAND a full lab test report! Because 
it is your right, but they can’t deliver.

ü REALIZE good salt is our food, number 
two after water!

That is real Hansa CrystalSalt like 
your God or our Mother Nature created 
it in the Himalayas millions of years 
ago with all life sustaining 84 elements 

in it. You need one gram daily which is 7.5 cents. 
Can be ordered in various quantities. 
Peter Ferreira’s book: Water&Salt, 
250 glossy pages, 230 colour photos, 
7 graphs, $55.00 post free.

                For further information:
Dr. Sabine Holt, PhD, Miriam Vale,  

Bundaberg, Tel: 07 4156 6765 or  
www.crystalsalt.netfirms.com

Birgit & Eckard, Quakers Hill, Sydney,  
Tel: 02 9837 1011.  

hansacrystalsaltaustralia@yahoo.com.au. 
Fax: 02 9626 7995. Mob: 0428 244767
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© By SHEllEy wilkiNS

Internationally, an estimated 20 
million children are prescribed 
some form of psychotropic 

drug including drugs prescribed 
for so called “Attention Deficit 
Hyperactivity Disorder” (ADHD).

 To inform the public of the dangers 
of psychiatry and drastically decrease 
this huge number of children on dan-
gerous mind altering drugs, the Citizens 
Commission on Human Rights (CCHR) 
had its Australian opening of the new 
travelling exhibit, “Psychiatry: An Indus-
try of Death,” in Sydney in September 
last year. 
 Free to the public, it warns about 
the more than 100,000 deaths in psy-
chiatric institutions around the world 
each year. This provides a chilling back-
ground to all the recent reports of ad-
verse reactions to psychiatric drugs in 
children and can only help to decrease 
the numbers of children prescribed 
drugs for so called “Attention Deficit 

Hyperactivity Disorder” (ADHD).
 In Western Australia (WA) in 2003-
04 there were 86,187 prescriptions 
written for dexamphetamine, the main 
drug prescribed for ADHD in Australia. 
By June 2006 this had plummeted to 
61,248 prescriptions. 
 In August 2005, Ritalin was put onto 
the Pharmaceutical Benefits Scheme. 
Despite Ritalin now being subsidised 
by the Federal Government, Western 
Australia has still had over a 13% decline 
in prescriptions for ADHD drugs.
 As a nation, however, Australia is 
still prescribing more and more of these 
dangerous mind altering drugs with an 
8% increase in numbers of prescriptions 
in 2005-06. There have been new warn-
ings issued over the last year in Australia 
and this can only mean more of our 
children’s lives will be saved as parents, 
lawmakers and the general public find 
out the real truth behind these drugs. 
 The main reasons for the decline in 
WA and for the recent warnings that 
have been put onto ADHD drugs is the 
uncovering and exposing of the truth 

about this “disorder” and the dangers 
of these drugs. A Parliamentary Inquiry 
into ADHD was completed in late 2004 
in WA. This inquiry highlighted that 
there were no tests for ADHD, the fact 
there were no long term trials done 
on ADHD drugs, and that each child 
should have treatments matching the 
real causes of their problems.
 As time goes on, more and more 
people are learning there are abso-
lutely no tests for ADHD. The manual 
used to diagnose so called ADHD in 
Australia, the Diagnostic and Statistical 
Manual of Mental Disorders (DSM), does 
not hide this fact and even says there 
are no tests. No-one is given cancer 
treatment without it first being proven 
scientifically that they have cancer. Yet 
we have a situation where our children 
are being prescribed drugs for some-
thing that is not proven to even exist.
 So if there are no tests for ADHD 
then how did it start? It started when 
the American Psychiatric Association 
actually voted it in as a disorder by a 
show of hands! From this vote came 

EXHIBIT TARGETS  
PSYCHIATRY AS AN 

“INDUSTRY OF DEATH”
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following the lead by the US who put 
a black box warning onto the drug in 
September 2005. The boxed warning 
for Strattera relates to the possibility of 
suicidality in children and adolescents.
 Once the US black box warning 
for Strattera was publicised around 
the world, reports of adverse effects 
started to pour in. 
 In the United Kingdom in 2005 
there were an unbelievable 130 reports 
of suicidality by children and adults on 
Strattera in one month to the Brit-
ish Medicines Healthcare Regulatory 
Agency. These reports show there 
had been 760 spontaneous reports of 
cardiac disorders, 172 reports of liver 
damage and about 20 reports of com-
pleted suicides.
 Earlier this year the Citizens Com-
mittee on Human Rights did a Freedom 
of Information request and uncovered 
400 adverse reactions reported in 
Australia for Ritalin and Dexampheta-
mine. These included a 7 year old who 
suddenly died while on Ritalin and a 
5 year old having a stroke also while 
taking Ritalin as well as numerous other 
side-effects such as hallucinations, psy-
chotic episodes, heart palpitations and 
a 7 year old trying to commit suicide.
 CCHR released this information 
to the media and it featured on the 

front page of The Australian newspa-
per. One day after publication of this 
important news, Christopher Pyne, the 
Federal Parliamentary Secretary for 
Health, asked the Therapeutic Goods 
Administration to investigate whether 
the warnings for ADHD drugs were 
adequate. 
 The Australian investigation has 
now been completed and the drug 
manufacturers of ADHD drugs have 
been ordered to strengthen risk warn-
ings for cardiovascular events, and by 
the end of the year this will also include 
strengthened warnings for possible psy-
chiatric events which could be caused 
by the drugs.
 The Premier of Western Australia 
in June this year sent out a media re-
lease titled, “ADHD a priority for the 
State Government.” In this release, the 
Premier implored the Howard Govern-
ment to help make sure that drugs are 
not the first and only option.
 There have also been questions 
asked in both Federal and State Parlia-
ments by different political parties as 
Members of Parliament become con-
cerned for children.
 There have been many other ac-
tions taken and warnings issued since 
January 2006 for ADHD drugs. These 
include: 

Learn to Unlock Your 
Hidden Potential and 

Free Your Mind  
from the Limitations  

of the Past!

“The secret to life is BELIEF. Rather 
than genes, it is our beliefs that 

control our lives. PSYCH-K™ is a set of 
simple, self-empowering techniques to 
change your beliefs and perceptions 

that impact your life at a cellular level.”

– Bruce Lipton, Ph.D Cellular Biology, 

author of “The Biology of Belief”

® Self Esteem ® Health & Body  
® Relationships ® Prosperity  

® Life Purpose

For PSYCH-K™ Facilitation & 
Workshops contact Lewis Fly on 

03 98208515, email: lewis@lewisfly.
com or visit www.lewisfly.com 

another cash cow for psychiatry and 
the drug companies.
 In April this year the results of a 
study done at the University of Mas-
sachusetts were released and this study 
showed that 56% of all the psychiatrists 
who wrote the DSM had financial links 
to drug companies! These financial links 
included ownership of drug company 
stocks, travel expenses, research fund-
ing and consulting fees.
 In addition to this, it was also report-
ed that all the experts who developed 
the parts of the DSM that define schizo-
phrenia, mood disorders and psychotic 
disorders had these financial links!
 Once a child has been diagnosed 
with ADHD they can be given Schedule 
8 drugs which are in the same category 
as cocaine, opium and morphine. These 
drugs are classed as drugs of addiction. 
 Just how dangerous are these 
drugs? Well in Australia in March this 
year a boxed warning/black box warn-
ing (the most serious type of warning 
that can be put onto a drug) was put 
onto Strattera, another ADHD drug, 

Opening the exhibit “Psychiatry: An Industry of Death” in Sydney in September last year were 
(from left to right): Lloyd Wyles, National Indigenous Human Rights Congress; Shelley Wilkins, 
Executive Director of the CCHR National Office; Faye Gordon, renowned singer who regularly 
appears on Australian TV; Simon Harrison, lawyer from Brisbane; Nazir Gul Dawaar, medical 

doctor and human rights lawyer. (Photo courtesy of CCHR)
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 • January 5: In the US, the Food 
and Drug Administration (FDA) Drug 
Safety and Risk Management Advisory 
Committee were asked to examine 
the potential of cardiovascular risks of 
ADHD drugs.
 • February 4: A university of Texas 
study published in Paediatric Neurology 
reported cardiovascular problems in 
people taking stimulants.
 • February 9: The FDA’s Drug 
Safety and Risk Management Com-
mittee urged that the strongest black 
box warning be issued for stimulants, 
including Ritalin, Adderall and Concerta 
and that they may cause heart attacks, 
strokes and sudden death.
 • February 20: British authorities 
warned that the ADHD drug Strattera 
was associated with seizures and po-
tentially lengthening the period of time 
between heart beats.
 • March 10: A study in the journal 
Drug and Alcohol Dependence revealed 
that seven million Americans were es-
timated to have abused stimulant drugs 
and a substantial amount of teenagers 
and young adults now appear to show 
signs of addiction. 
 • March 22-23: Two FDA advisory 
panels held hearings into the risks of 
stimulants and another new ADHD 
drug called Sparlon. Between January 
and June 2005, the FDA had received 
almost 1,000 reports of kids experienc-
ing psychosis or mania while taking the 
drugs. The first panel recommended 
stronger warnings against stimulants, 
emphasising these on special handouts 
called “Med Guides” that doctors must 
give to patients with each prescription. 
The second committee recommended 
not to approve Sparlon, which the 
manufacturer Cephalone estimated 
would lose them $100 million in drug 
sales. 
 • August 21: The FDA announced 
label changes to Dexedrine (which is 
dexamphetamine in Australia) and to 
warn of possible heart problems it may 
cause.
 • August 21: The FDA also announc-
es that Ritalin must now carry informa-
tion on its label warning about the risk 
of heart problems and psychotic behav-
iour associated with taking the drug as 
well as the risk of sudden death.
 There has been incredible progress 
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in the last year to save our children’s 
lives and to stop psychiatry and the 
drug companies making money from 
something that can’t be proven to exist. 
However, a lot more work needs to be 
done to ensure these drugs are banned.
 Simon Harrison who helped open 
the “Psychiatry: An Industry of Death” 
exhibit in Australia in Sydney, denounc-
es the unnecessary drugging of our 
children in Australia and states: 
 “As a lawyer practicing pharmaceu-
tical litigation, I am extremely con-
cerned at the reports I am receiving 
from parents alleging that in their cases 
little, if any, diagnostic testing has taken 
place before their child is placed on Ri-
talin. There are innumerable tests that 
should be considered before chemicals 
are introduced into the child’s body and 
failure to look at these diagnostic tools 
is unethical, and if we have to resort to 
the courts, then we shall.” 
 When it comes to racism, Mr. Lloyd 
Wyles from the National Indigenous 
Human Rights Congress, who also 
helped open the exhibit, is an expert 
and states: 
 “Psychiatry is not a valid science. 
Through education and action, psychia-
try and its practices must be eradicat-
ed. The issue of racism by psychiatry, 
otherwise known as Eugenics, is the 
root of racism and the driving force 
behind much of Australian and global 
policies and has been a major problem 
for Indigenous Australians. It is always 
best to work with the problem, find the 
root of the problem and rip it out of 
the ground. Just like a tree, you can cut 
off the branches and shred the leaves, 
but if you leave the root in the ground 
it will continue to grow. So I say pull 
the root out of the ground and it will 
cease to exist. We must shine the light 
where it isn’t shining, for psychiatry and 
eugenics are dirty words and must be 
stamped out forever if we are to have 
a future for our children, grandchildren 
and future generations.”
 This state-of-the-art exhibit, which 
occupies approximately 400 square 
metres, is being shown internationally 
in more than 30 countries, and fea-
tures 15 display panels that incorporate 
audio-visual presentations depicting 
human rights abuses by psychiatry and 
carries statements from health profes-
sionals, academics, legal and human 
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We know a lot, we have 
read about it all, but 
still find it hard to 

put our knowledge into action. 
to incorporate it into every day 
living. Sound familiar?

 I think most of us spiritual 
seekers, who are not jet masters, 
experience this lapse, from the time 
knowledge is acquired to when it 
becomes part of our lives.
 One way to speed up this process 
is the use of tools. These take many 
different forms. From affirmations 
and uplifting quotes we might stick 
on our bathroom mirror or the toilet 
door, subliminal tapes and guided 
meditations, to pieces of jewellery 
with certain associations. 
 The latter can work very well. 
On a purely physical level, the con-
stant presence of a pendant, for in-
stance, can be the only reminder we 
need to keep our focus on a certain 
issue until we achieve our desired 
result. 
 On a deeper level, we can take 
advantage of the energies of the 
materials used. Quality and quantity 
are important here. Gemstones must 
be natural, untreated and of a size 
(minimum is about one carat) to have 
a big enough radiance to work. 
 Silver, in its pure form, is a very 
spiritual metal, gold on the other 
hand is more grounding. Since pure 
gold in most applications is too soft 
to wear well and so is alloyed with 
base metals to make it stronger (and 
more affordable), it therefore also 
introduces the influences of these 
metals to the alloy. 
 As an example, 9 kt gold is 375 
parts of pure gold out of a 1000 and 
the rest is base metal. As we can see, 
this is only a third of gold and we end 
up with the majority being copper 
and other base metals (depending on 
the colour of the gold alloy).

 Combining both silver and gold 
can be very effective and have a bal-
ancing effect.
 Sacred geometry and numerology 
are other aspects that can be used to 
make a powerful amulet or a piece 
for healing. If you can find a sympa-
thetic jeweller, there are no limits to 
what can be created.
 A further aspect is the power of 
the word. Very underrated by many 
people and poorly understood, it has 
now been very beautifully made vis-
ible by the scientific work of Masaru 
Emoto. His photos of water crys-
tals, taken after exposing water to 
different words and then freezing it, 
are truly breathtaking (see his book 
The Hidden Messages in Water). They 
clearly show that the written (and 
spoken) word has a subtle vibra-
tion, with a definitive influence. In 
this instance, the formation of water 
crystals. 
 Now for all you skeptics out 
there who at this point are starting 
to think of flying pigs, I urge you to 
acquaint yourselves with Mr Emoto’s 
work. His exacting scientific methods 
and double blind studies should be 
enough to convince even the most 
stubborn of unbelievers.
 Great! Now that we all believe 
in the power of the word again, we 
can put it to good use. By expos-
ing ourselves to inspirational words, 
incorporated for instance into a piece 
of jewellery, we can benefit from 
their subtle influence. 
 Our bodies are over 70% water. 
Would it not be lovely if we could 
transform its molecules into the 
most beautiful crystals?

Knut (C’nout) Lewandowski is a de-
signer and manufacturer of jewellery, 
specialising in healing amulets and 
pieces of power. You can write him at 
10 Nicklasons Rd, Pyengana TAS 7216, 
phone him on 03 63736100, or email 
knutlewandowski@yahoo.com.au.  «
 

rights experts, and victims of psychiat-
ric brutalities. 
 It traces the origins of psychiatry, 
the role psychiatrists have played in the 
oppression of blacks and minorities, 
the roots of their eugenics programs, 
and the pivotal part they played in the 
Holocaust. 
 The touring exhibit shows psy-
chiatry’s deadly ‘treatments’ in graphic 
detail, and also covers psychosurgery, 
shock treatment, deadly restraint and 
the prevalent inhumane conditions of 
psychiatric facilities, and the forced 
drugging of children as young as 3 years 
old. Most importantly, though, this 
exhibit provides practical guidance for 
lawmakers, educators, doctors, human 
rights advocates and private citizens 
so they can take action in their own 
spheres to bring psychiatry to account 
for their abuses.
 The touring “Psychiatry: An Industry 
of Death” exhibit theme is patterned 
after a recently opened museum, by the 
same name, at the Los Angeles head-
quarters of Citizens Commission on 
Human Rights International, a psychiat-
ric watchdog group with 300 chapters 
worldwide. Co-founded in 1969 by the 
Church of Scientology and Dr. Thomas 
Szasz, Professor of Psychiatry Emeritus 
at the State University of New York 
Health Science Centre in Syracuse, 
CCHR investigates and exposes psychi-
atric violations of human rights.
 The exhibit is permanently travel-
ling Australia and has been to NSW 
and Victoria and will be in Western 
Australia from 12 December 2006 until 
4 January 2007, after which it travels 
to Townsville in late January and then 
Rockhampton and Brisbane in February 
2007. In March 2007 it will be back in 
NSW and then on to Victoria and New 
Zealand in April.
 The footage within the exhibition 
has also just been released onto DVD 
in Australia and is available to anyone 
who wishes to purchase it at a special 
release price of $22. Copies can be 
ordered by calling the CCHR National 
Office on (02) 9964 9844.

Shelley Wilkins is Executive Director for 
CCHR's National Office. For more infor-
mation go to www.cchr.org or to report 
psychiatric abuse contact CCHR National 
Office on 02 9964 9844.  «

TOOLS FOR THE JOURNEY
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We live in a century of 
highly accelerated ad-
vancements in science 

and technology. At the turn of the 
century, man began to fly. today, 
we can even fly to the Moon. Isn’t 
it reasonable to expect that sci-
ence today should discover the 
technology of reverse aging? 

 Well, it has! Here is the simple 
process of aging. Every living cell within 
our body creates waste products. The 
nutrients from our food are delivered 
to each cell and they burn with oxy-
gen to provide energy for us to live. 
The burned nutrients are the waste 
products. Whether you eat gourmet 
or junk food, all food generates waste 
products. The food that is either good 
or bad for you is determined by the 
amount and quality of the wastes pro-
duced: toxic, acid, alkaline, etc. Most 
of our cells go through metabolism and 
old dead cells become waste products.
 These waste products must be dis-
charged from our body. In fact, our body 
tries its best to dispose of them through 
urine and perspiration. Virtually all waste 
products are acidic; that is why urine is 
acidic and skin surface is also acidic. The 
problem is that, due to several reasons, 
our body cannot get rid of 100% of the 
waste products it produces.
 The main reason for this is our life 

style. We stay up late and get up early. 
We do not take time to rest; some of 
us work more than one job. We, there-
fore, spend more time producing waste 
products than processing and discharg-
ing them.
 The second reason is food. Most of 
the food we like is mainly acidic. Acidic 
food does not necessarily mean that it 
tastes acidic, but that the wastes it pro-
duces are acidic. Grains and meats are 
mainly acidic; fruits and vegetables are 
alkaline. Citric fruits may taste acidic 
but they are considered to be alkaline 
because they contain alkaline minerals.
 The third reason is our environ-
ment. More healthy cells are killed by 
air, water and soil pollution than the 
natural death of cells caused by normal 
metabolism. Thus, more waste prod-
ucts are created.
 The question is: “What happens 
to those non-disposed acidic waste 
products?” The answer is simple. These 
waste products become solid wastes, 
such as cholesterol, fatty acid, uric 
acid, kidney stones, urates, phosphates, 
sulfates, etc., and, unknown to us, they 
accumulate and build-up somewhere 
within our body. This accumulation of 
non-disposed acidic wastes within our 
body is the aging process.1

 Alkaline neutralises acid. Drinking 
alkaline water helps our body dissolve 
acid wastes and make it easier for the 
body to dispose of them safely. Since 
the accumulation of acid wastes is 

aging, the reduction of acid wastes is 
reverse aging. Alkaline water is not a 
medicine to cure any disease. However, 
if consumed regularly, alkaline water 
gradually reduces the accumulated 
acid wastes. As a result of acid reduc-
tion, there are many reports of natural 
health improvement in Japan.
 We use alkaline soap to wash acidic 
dirt accumulated on our skin; we must 
wash the acidic dirt accumulated within 
our body by using alkaline water. Alka-
line water has been available in Asia for 
over 30 years;2 water ionizers to pro-
duce alkaline water have been approved 
by Japanese government agencies as 
medical devices.3 

FOOtNOtES:

1. Whang, Sang, Reverse Aging, JSP Publish-
ing, Miami, FL, 1990

2. Sung Bong, 1985

3. Japan Government Publication, “Table 
of Health Treatment Devices, Category 
Classification and Affectivity”, Division of 
Drug Administration, Health & Rehabilita-
tion Department, Tokyo Japan. Original 
Publication, Oct., 1965. Latest Edition, 
March 1985.

Sang Whang, inventor of AlkaLife, is an 
engineer, scientist and inventor with many 
US patents. For further information on 
his research, contact Thomas Cho of Nu 
Life Natural Alkaline Water, Tel: 02 9380 
9977, www.nulifewater.com.au.  «

AGING & REVERSE AGING 
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An international online 
survey of paranormal 
experiences has met with 

an overwhelming response, say 
Australian researchers.

 The survey, on phenomena that can-
not be explained using the current laws 
of science, is by researchers at Monash 
University in Melbourne.
 About 2,000 people had made con-
tact via the internet since the survey 
began in early October, with 96% claim-
ing to have had at least one brush with 
the paranormal, says study supervisor 
Beverley Jane.
 “By paranormal we mean those 
events that cannot be explained using 
the current laws of science,” said Rose-
mary Breen, who will use the results as 
part of an academic study into super-
natural occurrences.
 “[The paranormal] is now consid-
ered mainstream and part of everyday 
contemporary life for many people,” 
she noted.
 “The paranormal is covered by the 
media everyday. It is also in the public 
domain via chatrooms and websites and 
email lists,” said Breen. 
 “I wanted to tap into this and give a 
scholarly voice to these experiences.”
 A recent Gallup poll revealed that 
75% of Americans hold at least one 
paranormal belief, and a UK newspaper 
poll showed that 60% of Britons accept 
the existence of the paranormal, say 
the researchers.
 But little is known about contem-
porary spontaneous experiences, and 
official surveys are rare, they say.
 Breen says the survey is not about 
beliefs or whether parapsychological 
phenomena exist, rather it is about 
what people have experienced and the 
impact it has had on their lives.
 And she says she is not aware of any 
equivalent study in the world.

 The study, officially titled “The 
Nature, Incidence and Impact of Para-
psychological Phenomena,” seeks to 
“gather more information about peo-
ple’s experiences of the paranormal,” 
including information on “out-of-body 
and near-death experiences, premoni-
tions, telepathy, and apparitions,” with a 
view to determining “more about these 
paranormal experiences, how often 
they occur, at what age they start, and 
the impact they have on those who 
experience them.”
 Results to date showed 70% of 
respondents believed an unexplained 
event changed their lives, mostly in a 
positive way.
 About 70% also claimed to have 
seen, heard or been touched by an ani-
mal or person that wasn’t there, 80% 
reported having had a premonition, and 
almost 50% recalled a previous life.
 “The respondents are sincere and 
they want to report what they have 
experienced,” Jane said.
 She is amazed by the strong re-
sponse on such a sensitive subject, and 
put this down to the virtual nature of 
the study.

 “People can do it in the privacy of 
their homes instead of in front of the 
researcher, so they can answer hon-
estly,” she says.
 While the survey was anonymous, 
some people later sent emails with 
their contact details, Jane says. 
 Due to the overwhelming response 
to the survey the researchers expect to 
extend the closing date for responses 
past its initial November 2006 deadline.
 To find out about the survey, visit 
http://community.education.monash.
edu.au/projects/paranormal/ or contact 
the Chief Supervisor Beverley Jane on 
Tel: 03 9904 4324 or Fax: 03 9904 
4027.  «

(Source: “‘Spooky survey’ gets big  
response,” ABC Science Online,  
17 November 2006)
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Magic continues to function to this day, not 
as a means of altering objective reality, but 
in dispelling unease and restoring confi-
dence in the individual.
– Bronislaw Malinowski

Buddhism is not often 
thought of as a system that 
practices magic, but in 

such communities as those found 
in rural thailand, Burma and Sri 
Lanka, there can be no doubt that 
Buddhism shares common ground 
with belief systems that are pri-
marily associated with the use of 
magic. 

 When Buddhism first arrived in 
these areas, it came into contact with 
pre-existent traditions that believed in 
spirits, both benevolent and malevolent, 
and a developed system of magic, which 
was to be feared or revered, depending 
on whether or not it was used for good 
or ill. For Buddhism to flourish under 
such conditions, it was necessary to de-
velop a complex system of interaction 
between Buddhism and what has been 

called the Spirit Religions. 
 Debate still exists as to whether the 
two systems have become completely 
integrated or not, although the interac-
tion of the two systems is sometimes 
referred to as an example of syncre-
tism. Spiro, for example, claims that 
they are still two separate religions. 
Tambriel, on the other hand, claims it 
to be one system, whose operations 

are based upon a complicated scheme 
of hierarchical values, whilst Brechart 
sees one tradition existing to func-
tion as little more than a subsystem of 
the other. On the subject of interac-
tion between Buddhism and the Spirit 
Religions in Thailand, Terwiel says the 
following:

When I interviewed villagers in 
Central Thailand on the relation-
ship between Buddhist and non-
Buddhist aspects of their religion, a 
variety of reactions were observed. 
The more sophisticated informants 
generally stated that the Lord Bud-
dha had never forbidden rituals of 
ancient origin. Other persons hesi-
tatingly made up their minds with 
regard to the orthodoxy of the 
ritual, but on subsequent occasions 
contradicted their own judgment. 
Many were at a loss to classify ritu-
als of beliefs under rubrics such as 
‘Buddhist’ and ‘non-Buddhist’.1 

 It would appear then, on the basis 
of this statement, that the bound-
ary between the use of magic by the 
indigenous tradition of Thailand and the 
practice of Buddhism, is not apparent 
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to many of the inhabitants of Thailand 
themselves. This is most likely due to 
the fact that the inhabitants of rural 
Thailand have been raised in a society 
where the two systems have always 
been found closely entwined together. 
 The religious traditions of the 
inhabitants of Thailand have always 
included the belief in spirits and the 
ability to manipulate them by means of 
magic. 
 For example, in Thailand preser-
vation of the spirit of life (khwan) is 
considered to be of the utmost impor-
tance, as is ensuring that malevolent 
spirits (phii) do not enter the body. 
Control of these spirits is greatly 
emphasised in rural Thai culture, as the 
service of these spirits can be employed 
to improve the qualities of day to day 
existence. In the lives of ordinary Thai 
people, more value is placed upon the 
improvement of their current exist-
ence than on transcending the cycle of 
rebirth, as is advocated by Buddhism. 
 The relationship between the mem-
bers of the Sangha [Buddhist monastic 
community] and the practitioners of 
magic in Thailand can therefore be 
combined in a variety of ways, as one 
system (the Spirit Religions) deals 
with the aspects of gain in this world 
(laukika), whilst the other (Buddhism) 
advocates the importance of salvation 
and ideas of transcendence (lokottara). 
This relationship is complicated even 
further by the fact that in Thailand 
almost every adult male will become a 
member of the Sangha at some stage in 
his life, for in rural areas the taking of 
vows is considered to be an essential 
element in the preparation for adult 
life. Given the wide range of magic and 
animistic beliefs which operate within 
rural Thailand, these men must carry 
a variety of beliefs and practices with 
them into the Sangha, not all of which 
will be compatible with the ethics of 
Buddhism. In accordance with this, 
religious opinions are not questioned 
during ordination. As a direct result, 
villagers can be found entering the 
Sangha for a variety of reasons, as is 
reflected in the following Thai rhyme.

Ordination to fulfil a promise to 
the Gods,
Ordination to escape poverty,
Ordination to flee from a wife,

Ordination to save money,
Ordination to eat better food than 
at home,
Ordination to join one’s friends in 
the monastery.2

 Thai belief does not only consist 
of beneficial Gods and spirits. It also 
abounds with belief in ferocious spirits 
of pure malevolence, from whom the 
villagers seek magical protection. 
 Amongst these classes of malevo-
lent spirits are such beings as the preed 
(a giant, looming shape with a small 
head that emits a sharp, piercing sound, 
as a reflection of its past sins), the phii 
krasy (a type of parasite which inhabits 
human bodies, feeding on excrement. 
It is shaped like a human head with en-
trails protruding from beneath), and the 
phii baan (the ghosts of ancestors that 
hover around their previous home and 
watch their descendants with malignant 
jealousy). 
 While it possible for these spirits to 
be exorcised, Buddhists deal with their 
interfering presence in another way. 
The correct approach for a Buddhist to 
cause these spirits to cease meddling 
in the affairs of their human victims 
is to preach to them, thus converting 
the spirits involved to a more benign 
nature. 
 There are certain canonical texts 
which serve this purpose of protection, 
which can also be recited at various 
culturally determined times in order 
to avert misfortune. These texts are 

known as the phraa parit. The source 
of the magical power of these texts has 
not yet been clearly identified, but Ishii 
claims that whilst some have possessed 
a magical content from the beginning, 
as modifications of Hindu rites, others 
such as the Mangalasutta, originally had 
no magical connotations.3 Ishii believes 
that, 

Indeed, for most people, including 
some who chant them, the parit 
are incomprehensible, being in Pali. 
Rather, I believe, the magic of the 
parit stems from three factors: the 
social recognition that parit should 
be chanted for certain purposes 
(e.g. blessing); the existence of an 
established formula for their chant-
ing; and the sanctity attributed to 
the chanter.4

 The use of parit is a means by which 
to ensure protection; it provides good 
luck and disperses misfortune, whether 
it is caused by the presence of spirits 
or not. As is seen in the above pas-
sage, the presence of magic being used 
by the Sangha is not overtly explicit in 
the parit texts, rather it is interpreted 
to be so by the lay audience. They do 
not understand the words the monks 
recite, but because of the respected 
state of the Sangha in Thailand, the lay 
community assumes that it must be not 
only beneficial, but also powerful.
 Another type of magic, practiced by 
the Thai Sangha, is to be found in their 
manufacture of amulets. These amulets 
are employed for a variety of reasons, 
including protection from diseases, 
black magic, and accidents. 
 Of these amulets, the ones portray-
ing the Buddha are the most popular, 
although some also are made in the 
likeness of famous monks and King 
Chulalongkorn. The sanctity of the sub-
jects portrayed upon the amulets is a 
reflection of the beneficial powers they 
are thought to contain. The Buddha 
images vary in size, from anywhere be-
tween two and eight centimetres, and 
can be manufactured from wood, metal, 
ivory or resin, although frequently they 
are made from a selected combination 
of these elements, pressed into a mould 
and baked.5 
 To create a pressed or printed 
image (phraaphim), a monk needs not 
only a mould, recipe and the proper 
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ingredients; he also requires an ad-
vanced knowledge of spells and sacred 
script.6 The inherent sanctity posed by 
the amulet is not always thought to be 
enough; hence its power needs to be 
enhanced by means of the correct reci-
tation of spells and sacred scripts. The 
most simple of these sacralisation rites 
is known as plugseeg.7 At the culmina-
tion of plugseeg, the monk will either 
blow upon the Buddha image or draw 
over the amulet with the index finger of 
his right hand.8 
 During the manufacture of amu-
lets, the Sangha is also invited to 
perform a consecration rite known as 
phutthaphisek.9 The use of magic within 
the phuttaphisek is illustrated by the fact 
that it is desirable for at least one of 
the monks participating in the phuttha-
phisek to either be advanced in medi-
tative technique, or in the Brahmanic 
rites known as saiyasat.10

 At some stage in their adult life, 
virtually every Thai male will receive a 
tattoo of some description or another. 
Tattooing is not performed on children 

or adolescent males, although some 
boys serving in monasteries may be 
allowed simple, juvenile tattoos. This is 
of significance because in the culture of 
rural Thailand, tattoos are representa-
tive of magical power, with different 
powers being conferred by different 
designs. The magical power of these 
tattoos stems in part from the tattooist 
themselves, for whilst both layman and 
monk may be a tattooist, there is vast 
difference in the scope of their work 
and which designs are used. 
 The designs and scope of the magic 
which may be employed by the monk 
are limited in their applications by the 

very fact that he is a monk. As a monk, 
he is limited to tattooing the upper 
parts of the body, for not only would it 
be seen as a sexual misconduct on the 
part of the monk to tattoo the lower 
areas, the upper parts of the body 
represent the higher, more spiritual 
aspects of humanity, whereas the lower 
regions represent the more base, 
animalistic attributes of the human soul. 
The tattoos done by the monk are also 
limited in application. The monk may 
bestow tattoos which are of a beneficial 
or protective nature. Other tattoos, 
such as those which bestow things such 
as sexual virility can only be performed 
by members of the lay community.
 Another Thai rite which involves 
the magical skills of the members of the 
Sangha, is the Wong Dai Sai (Encircling 
with Holy Thread).11 This is a type of 
consecration rite designed to protect 
a place from evil. It is believed that the 
consecrated place will be protected by 
the power of the Three Gems and the 
phraa parit.12 
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 During this rite cotton is affixed 
to an image of the Buddha, stretched 
clockwise (as is the way of beneficial 
magic; anticlockwise is considered to 
be used for evil purposes) around the 
place to be consecrated, and finally 
wound back to its point of origin, at 
the Buddha image.13 If the thread should 
snap at any stage, it is considered to be 
an ill omen.
 The main doctrinal link between 
Buddhism and the Spirit religion, which 
is to be found exemplified in all these 
incidences where magic is employed 
by the Sangha, is that of the transfer of 
merit. The theory of the transference 
of merit is based upon the concept 
that when one of the lay community 
performs a virtuous deed, such as the 
giving of a donation or the feeding of 
a monk, the Gods witness the act and 
empathise with the process. The Sangha 
themselves are referred to as being a 
‘field for merit’ (na bun), as is found in 
the Sanghnussati-bhavana.

Well practiced is the Exalted One’s 
Order of Disciples, practiced in 
integrity, practiced in intellectual 
methods, in right lines of action 
– to wit the four pairs, the eight 
groups of persons – this is the 
Exalted One’s Order of Disciples, 
worthy of offerings, oblations, gifts, 
salutations, the world’s peerless 
field for merit.14

 The magic practiced by the Sangha 
is based upon this concept: the transfer 
of merit. The greater the purity of the 
monk, the more magical power he is 
said to generate. The sanctity of the 
monk himself is the source of belief in 
the efficacy of his magical power. The 
magical power that is generated by the 
monk is also classed as being superior 
to that of the layman, but by its very 
nature, it is also more limited in its ap-
plication. 
 A monk is also deemed to be supe-
rior to a spirit, and thus a monk should 
never be seen to supplicate himself 
before a spirit. When a member of 
the Sangha addresses a spirit, he never 
raises his hands in supplication, in con-
trast to the layman, who will raise his 
hands when requesting a favour from a 
spirit.
 The superior magical status of the 
monk stems from his purity; the monk 

must not do anything to compromise 
his superior position. Part of the 
magical power which results from the 
monk’s purity is derived from celibacy. 
A monk should never touch a female 
(human or animal), and is forbidden to 
even receive an object that is directly 
given to him by a women.15 In order to 
receive an object given by a woman, the 
monk must first take a piece of cloth 
and place it upon the floor, upon which 
the women will then place the gift in 
question, whilst the monk holds the 
edges of the cloth.16 The cloth is used 
as a medium by which to transfer merit, 
since there can be no direct contact 
with a monk and a woman. The merit 
flows from the fingers of the monk 
holding the cloth, to the woman who 
has donated the cloth. The medium of 
cloth must be used so as not to deprive 
the female donor of the merit she 
would otherwise not receive. 
 One of the reasons for which a 
monk may not have contact with wom-
en, is not only due to the temptation 
of sexual misconduct, but also because 
women are believed to be associated 
with a type of magical power which is 
believed to be diametrically opposed 
to that of the monk.17 This is due to 
the fact that menstruation is associated 
with dangerous magical power, and is 
classed as being capable of destroying 
some of the beneficial power of the 
Sangha.18 
 All of the magic employed by the 
Sangha in Thailand is based on one im-
portant concept: the sanctity and purity 
of the Sangha themselves. The forms of 
magic the Sangha use is limited in scope 
by this fact, for they can use only what 
is generally referred to as ‘white’ magic: 
that which benefits another and causes 
no harm. 
 Use of magic to harm another or 
for personal gain would result in expul-
sion from the Sangha. Similarly, a monk 
may not use magic that will serve to 
improve the virility of a layman or cre-
ate love charms, as this could severely 
impair the powers of the monk which 
stem from his sexual abstention. A 
monk may not request the spirit world 
for aid, for this would compromise 
the superior status of the monk, who 
is deemed to be beyond the mundane 
affairs of this world. 
 Whilst the power of the Sangha is 

more limited in application than that of 
laymen, it is also deemed as stronger, 
for it stems from other worldly 
sources, as opposed to the spirits who 
remain bound to this world. Because 
of this villagers come to the monk, 
knowing that when they treat the monk 
with a proper attitude of respect, the 
cosmic forces shall share their merit, 
and transfer to show their approval. 
The transfer of merit thus benefits not 
only the Sangha, but the laity as well.

FOOtNOtES:
1. B.J. Terwiel, Monks and Magic: An 
Analysis of Religious Ceremonies in Central 
Thailand (Curzon Press: 1975), p.3.

2. B.J. Terwiel, Monks and Magic: An 
Analysis of Religious Ceremonies in Central 
Thailand, (Curzon Press: 1875), p.20.

3. Y. Ishii, Sangha, State & Society: Thai 
Buddhism in History, (University of Ha-
waii Press: 1986), p.21.

4. Ibid., p.21.

5. B.J. Terwiel, Monks and Magic: An 
Analysis of Religious Ceremonies in Central 
Thailand, (Curzon Press: 1975), p.74.

6. Ibid., p.75.

7. Ibid., p.77.

8. Ibid., p.77.

9. Y. Ishii, Sangha, State & Society: Thai 
Buddhism in History, (University of Ha-
waii Press: 1986), p.23.

10. Ibid., p.23.

11. Ibid., p.22.

12. Ibid., p.22.

13. Ibid., p.22.

14. Y. Ishii, Sangha, State & Society: Thai 
Buddhism in History, p.14.

15. B.J. Terwiel, Monks and Magic: An 
Analysis of Religious Ceremonies in Central 
Thailand, (Curzon Press: 1975), p.114.

16. Ibid., p.114.

17. Ibid., p.115.

18. Ibid., p.115.

Gwendolyn Toynton is the editor of the on-
line journal Primordial Traditions which is 
devoted to ancient religion and the esoteric 
arts. For further information visit www.
primordialtraditions.com.  «



January-February 2007  ■  NEW DAWN    55    www.newdawnmagazine.com

© By RiCHaRD SMolEy

Elie Wiesel, in his sombre memoir Night, de-
scribes a poignant incident from his time in 
a Nazi concentration camp. Amidst unim-
aginable suffering and despair, an inmate 

named Akiba Drumer “had discovered a verse from 
the Bible, which, translated into numbers, made it 
possible for him to predict Redemption in the weeks to 
come.”

 There have been countless Akiba Drum-
ers over the last 2,000 years. Confronting 
dismal memories of the past and the bleak 
actualities of the present, they have turned to 
the future for hope and solace.
 The trend is not necessarily as old as hu-
manity itself. While traditional mythologies 
ranging from those of the Hindus to those 
of the ancient Germans spoke of the rising 
and passing of ages in cycles, the Abrahamic 
religions – Judaism, Christianity, and Islam 
– have tended to see history as aimed toward 
a final destination point, an end of time in 
which the ledger books of justice will be bal-
anced and all of humanity will be marched 
off to either salvation or perdition. This is sometimes called the 
Apocalypse, and literature devoted to it is called apocalyptic.
 What exactly is prophecy? Can we trust it?
 The esoteric tradition – the body of knowledge that under-
lies all the great spiritual traditions of humanity – teaches that 
the future is, at least in principle, knowable. There are several 
theories to account for such events (and they are not mutually 
exclusive). One of these holds that there exists a realm of im-
ages and forms, which has many names in many traditions. The 
Kabbalists call it the world of Yetzirah, or “formation”; quite 
possibly it is what Australian aborigines call the Dreaming and 
what some Western occultists refer to as the astral realm. This 
realm of images does not exist in any physical sense, but all the 
same it has a reality of its own. If you think of a light bulb, say, 
that image in your mind has some reality, even some substance, 
although not physically.
 Esotericism also teaches that this world of images is prior 

to the physical world: events and things manifest in this realm 
before they appear in palpable reality. Consequently, someone 
with reasonably clear access to this dimension – deliberately, 
through divination or prophetic contemplation, or spontane-
ously, through dreams or hunches or intuitions – should be able 
to see the future.
 Some readers may wonder what this theory may have to do 
with synchronicity, a concept that is often invoked when people 
attempt to understand such forms of divination as the Tarot 
or the I Ching. Synchronicity in this sense is a coinage of the 

Swiss psychologist C.G. Jung, who defines 
it as an “acausal connecting principle.” Jung 
gives a case in point: “The wife of one of 
my patients, a man in his fifties, once told 
me in conversation that, at the deaths of her 
mother and her grandmother, a number of 
birds gathered outside the windows of the 
death-chamber.” Such incidents are common: 
I can tell similar stories from my own fam-
ily. For Jung, the connection between these 
events – the deaths and the appearance of the 
birds – is not causal; that is, the impending 
death didn’t cause the birds to come or vice 
versa. But they are related by what he calls a 
“meaningful cross-connection.”
      Jung’s attempt to characterise 
synchronicity as “acausal” appears misguid-

ed. He seems to be veering 
toward a connection that 
is not acausal in the strict 
sense; rather it implies a 
hidden factor lying outside 
the physical dimension that, 
so to speak, “caused” both 
the death and the appear-
ances of the birds. Jung 
locates this hidden cause in 
the realm of the archetypes, 
the psychic forces that un-
derlie the human mind and 
possibly reality itself. For 
Jung, “meaningful coinci-
dences... seem to have an 
archetypal foundation.”
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 Granting this much, we are left with a theory very close 
to the esoteric doctrine sketched out above. Jung’s archetypal 
world is more or less identical to the realm of Yetzirah, of 
forms and images. As such it can give rise to two phenomena 
that have no obvious causal relation (such as a death and the 
sudden appearance of a flock of birds) and yet seem to be 
meaningfully connected. Jung made much 
of being scientific, and to a great degree he 
was – but his conclusions in many respects 
resemble those of the old occultists.
 Another esoteric theory about seeing the 
future is based on the highly relative nature 
of time. Time, as Immanuel Kant argued, 
is one of the basic structural components of 
our experience, but it is a construct that our 
minds have imposed on reality. As hard as it 
may be to imagine, time has no absolute real-
ity in itself (a conclusion to which contem-
porary physics may also point). If so, it may 
be possible to step past the portals of our 
own experiential framework and take some 
measure of events in the future.
 Many spiritual traditions speak of a 
higher Self, a part of our being that stands over and above our 
selves as we customarily experience them. The names for this 
Self are countless. The ancient Greeks called it the daimon; 
the ancient Romans, the genius; to esoteric Christians, it is 
the kingdom of heaven or the Christ within. This Self stands 
outside the personality, the conscious self, and outside the 
categories of conscious experience, including time. It perceives 
our lives, not as a sequence of events and experiences that span 
several decades, but as a whole. It can see a lifetime as we can 
see a snapshot.
 A famous instance of the workings of this Self appears in 

the Crito of Plato. Socrates, under sentence of execution, is 
urged to escape by his rich friend Crito, who assures him that 
he has bribed the guards and can furnish the necessary geta-
way. Socrates refuses, saying he has had a dream in which a 
beautiful woman dressed in white appeared to him and recited 
a line from the Iliad: “On the third day to the fertile land of 

Phthia thou shalt come.” Socrates takes this 
as a message from his daimon, the guiding 
spirit that has directed him all throughout his 
life, that he will be executed in three days, 
and that he should not try to escape. One 
way of understanding such episodes is that 
the daimon, the Self, can see the whole of 
one’s life from start to finish, apart from the 
linearity of time, and can give appropriate 
guidance. 
       Note, however, that, as in Socrates’ case, 
these glimpses usually have to do with one’s 
deeper destiny. It’s not a question of picking 
next week’s lottery number or finding hot 
stocks. While these are in principle no more 
unknowable than anything else, one soon 
discovers that the higher Self is not terribly 

interested in them – and anyway, how helpful would the knowl-
edge really be? I know directly of only one case where some-
one got this kind of information. A friend of my father’s once 
told me he had been awakened in the middle of the night by the 
image of some numbers that flashed in his mind. It struck him 
that they might be lottery numbers and that he should buy a 
ticket using them, but he never got around to it. Of course they 
were the winning numbers that week.
 If these visions of the future are ultimately personal in 
nature – that is, they are meant to give guidance or inspiration 
to an individual at crucial junctures in his or her life – what 
then of prophecy in a grander sense, the prophecy that purports 
to open a window onto the fates of nations and peoples, and of 
humanity itself?
 As a whole, the record of prophecy in predicting the future 
on a large scale is not good. We can see this as far back as the 
start of the apocalyptic genre in Palestine in the second century 
B.C.E. At the time the Jewish nation was living under the 
rule of the Hellenistic Seleucid monarchs, who were heirs to 
a portion of the empire of Alexander the Great. In 167 B.C.E., 
one of these rulers, Antiochus IV Ephiphanes, embarked on a 
program of forced Hellenisation of the Jews. He set up an altar, 
and perhaps an image, of Olympian Zeus in the Temple in 
Jerusalem.
 The Jews’ outrage is reflected in the Book of Daniel, one of 
the earliest apocalyptic writings and the only one to make its 
way into the Hebrew Bible. Written during the ensuing revolt 
against the Seleucids, this book sets up Daniel, a legendary sage 
of the sixth century B.C.E., as the mouthpiece of a prophecy that 
would “foretell” events 400 years after his time. (The technical 
term for this practice is vaticinium ex eventu, “prediction after 
the event.”) Daniel refers to “a vile person” – Antiochus – who 
will “pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take away the 
daily sacrifice, and... shall place the abomination that maketh 
desolate” (Dan. 11:21, 31) – that is, the idol in the Temple (cf. 1 
Macc. 1:54). The archangel Michael will come to Israel’s rescue; 
the dead will be raised, “some to everlasting life, and some to 
shame and everlasting contempt.” Antiochus “shall come to his 
end, and none shall help him” (Dan. 11:45, 12:1-2).
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 What happened in fact was that the Jews rose up under the 
priestly clan of the Maccabees and won back their religious 
liberties as well as a measure of political autonomy, but this 
obviously did not begin the end of time. Antiochus did not per-
ish as a result of any obvious divine wrath: he died of natural 
causes.
 Despite its failure as a prophecy, the 
Book of Daniel established the basic struc-
ture of the apocalyptic genre. Arising during 
some crisis, such texts predict that this event 
is the harbinger of the imminent Day of 
Judgment, when justice will be done and 
evildoers will receive their due. The Book of 
Revelation at the end of the New Testament 
follows this pattern. Most scholars agree that 
it is a response to the Roman persecution of 
Christians in the first century C.E. Here, too, 
the prophecy, taken as literal truth, is not ac-
curate. The book seems to foretell the end of 
the Roman Empire and the coming of a mil-
lennial kingdom, but this did not happen. The 
Roman Empire did come to an end (close to 
400 years after Revelation was written), but 
it did not usher in the reign of God on Earth. Rather it initiated 
a period of collapse and chaos that came to be known as the 
Dark Ages.
 Even the prophecies of Jesus as related in the Gospels do 
not seem trustworthy. If we are to read what scholars call his 
Apocalyptic Discourse literally (three versions of it appear in 

Matthew 24, Mark 13, and Luke 21), we would conclude that he 
was predicting the destruction of the Temple by the Romans, to 
be followed by the return of the Son of God. This did not hap-
pen either. The Romans did sack the Temple, in 70 C.E., about 
a generation after Jesus’s lifetime, but Jesus did not return and 
did not establish a millennial kingdom. Things went on much 

as they had (except for the Jews, who were 
expelled from Palestine).
 I’m using instances from the Bible as it is 
by far the best-known work of prophecy, but 
if we were to look at prophecies from other 
sources, they would not look much better. 
The American trance medium Edgar Cayce 
foretold that much of California would be 
under water by 1972. Nostradamus predicted 
some kind of great manifestation in the sky 
for the seventh month of 1999, but the year 
1999 had very little that was remarkable, 
much less cataclysmic, either in the seventh 
or in any other month. (For more on Nos-
tradamus’s prophecies, see my new book The 
Essential Nostradamus.)
 How, then, can we reconcile the abysmal 

performance of prophecy as a whole with the esoteric theory 
that I’ve sketched out above? If we can know the future, why 
don’t we?
 The astral realm is a sea of images. We can think of it as 
containing every image and idea that every human being has 
ever thought and possibly will ever think. No sooner do we say 
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this than we realise that this dimension must contain an enor-
mous amount of psychic rubbish – the fears, dreads, and anxie-
ties of humanity, most of which have nothing to do with reality 
past or present. This dimension is described most clearly in the 
spiritual text known as A Course in Miracles:

The circle of fear lies just below the level the body sees, 
and seems to be the whole foundation on which the 
world is based. Here are all the illusions, all the twisted 
thoughts, all the insane attacks, the fury, the vengeance 
and betrayal that were made to keep the guilt in place, 
so that the world could rise from it and keep it hidden. Its 
shadow rises to the surface, enough to hold its most ex-
ternal manifestations in darkness, and to bring despair 
and loneliness to it and keep it joyless.

 Without going into the elaborate psychological system of 
the Course, I will simply point to the notion of the “circle of 
fear” – a zone of fears, hatreds, and anxieties that lie just below 
the surface of consciousness. This circle of fear is universal: 
each of us participates in its creation. Probably only the most 
enlightened human beings are entirely free from its effects. For 
the rest of us, it sits underneath our experience of reality like a 
water table. We all tap into it in our own ways.
 This fear is not “about” anything particular; it is not neces-
sarily connected to anything real or substantial; it is simply a 
nameless, objectless anxiety that can attach itself to anything. 
It holds tremendous power over each of us precisely because 
we are usually unconscious of it. We imagine that our fears and 
anxieties are about something real and justified, but there is 
something suspect about this belief: no sooner does one anxi-
ety disappear than another pops up to take its place. For many 
people, this anxiety can manifest in fears about their personal 
future or about society or humanity or the Earth; for others, it 
is displaced onto a fear of an imminent end of the world.
 Some say fear is a healthy and normal emotion, that with-
out it we could not function in the world. So it may be under 
certain circumstances. If a man finds himself facing a wild ani-
mal, his fear will make him run away. But the kind of fear I am 
talking about is not healthy. It does not increase our chances 
for survival; instead it is weakening and debilitating. Much of 
mental dysfunction no doubt stems from too close a contact 
with this kind of fear.
 Saying this much explains the horrific imagery of so many 
prophecies, but what about the nice part? What about the 
beautiful dreams of a utopian future that is always just around 
the horizon? The explanation is the same. The Yetziratic or 
astral realm is known to esotericists as the zone of illusion. We 
can think of it as literally a bandwidth of fantasies and illusions 
that surround us on a psychic level. While many of these fanta-
sies are negative, there are also many that are positive; they are 
the flip side of the circle of fear. The power of wishful think-
ing – which is very strong – can easily lead someone to put all 
these images together into a picture of the future that involves 
both terrible calamities (usually visited on one’s enemies) 
and ultimate salvation (for oneself and one’s own sect). Akiba 
Drumer’s prophecy in the concentration camp most likely falls 
into this category.
 Our age imagines itself to be more sophisticated than its 
predecessors, and yet the contemporary mind falls prey to 
many of the temptations of the past. Cataclysmic and millenni-
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alistic thinking is as much with us as ever. The religious-mind-
ed cast it in biblical images. The secular mindset translates it 
into visions of nuclear or environmental disaster. The problems 
posed by both nuclear power and environmental contamination 
are very great and should not be dismissed out of hand, but 
it is also well to separate them from unconscious apocalyptic 
expectations, which can erupt from the minds of supposedly 
rational scientists just as easily as they can from men wearing 
sandwich boards on streetcorners.
 Having said this much, we might want to compare proph-
ecy with prediction of a more conventional kind, which has 
evolved into an academic discipline (or pseudodiscipline) 
known as futurology. Futurology makes no supernatural as-
sumptions. It is based entirely on what is currently known. It 
takes current statistics – about population, economic growth, 
political trends, resource capacity – and extrapolates them into 
the future. That is its strength but also its weakness. Futurology 
can only make predictions on the basis of current trends, but 
one thing we know is that current trends never continue. There 
are shocks, dislocations, cataclysms. Conventional forecasters 
cannot predict these; their unpredictability is at the root of their 
nature.
 The apocalyptic prophet faces no such restrictions. He has 
no incentive to predict more of the same; who would pay atten-
tion to him then? So he is entirely happy to foretell all kinds of 
upheavals, natural and supernatural: the submerging of conti-
nents; the manifestation of extraterrestrials; the shifting of the 
Earth’s pole; the return of Jesus Christ. In a sense, he is right. 
Cataclysms do occur. But somehow they never occur in the way 
they were predicted.
 In the end, I personally would not base my plans for the 
future on any prophetic claims from any source. I can’t say that 
none of these prophecies will be fulfilled – that would be mak-
ing a prophecy of my own – but to my mind they haven’t been 
proved reliable enough in the past to merit any serious attention 
now. Conventional futurology may offer some insights, but 
frequently it, too, better represents the analyst’s preconceptions 
than any reality that is likely to come.
 All this still leaves us with the possibility of a knowable 
future, whose seeds are present in the astral realm amidst 
all the fears and fantasies. How can we have contact with it? 
Trying to glimpse the future on a collective level is extremely 
tricky, often because it is something into which we as individu-
als are not supposed to stick our noses. Recently a friend of 
mine used the divinatory technique of horary astrology to ask 
a question about a national issue. Horary astrology, though not 
practiced or understood even by most astrologers, can produce 
quite striking insights for one who knows how to use it. In my 
friend’s case, the answer was quite sharp: “None of your busi-
ness.”
 When we come to the personal future, the situation is dif-

ferent. I myself have often found that when I needed to be told 
of something that was going to happen to me, I was informed 
of it, usually through some form of inner perception, bidden or 
unbidden. I have not found divination methods like the Tarot 
or the I Ching to be particularly useful. Astrology, on the other 
hand, can have remarkable predictive value – provided one 
knows the system well enough to understand what the stars are 
saying.
 These are my conclusions from my own experience. Others 
may have different results; these matters are more individual 
than popular books like to let on. In the end, for me nothing 
has proved to be of as much value as a clear-sighted determina-
tion to see what was going on both inside and outside myself, 
to look upon my own hopes and fears and wishes, and to bring 
them face to face to what Freud called “the reality principle.” 
A.R. Orage, a pupil of the great spiritual teacher G.I. Gurdjieff, 
defined conscience in a rather unusual way as “the simultane-
ous experience of all one’s emotions.” If one can do this with 
a naked and even remorseless honesty (and it is considerably 
harder than it may first seem), one is far more likely to have an 
accurate basis for future action than if one follows the advice of 
any number of psychics or prophets.  «

Since the dawn of time man has sought to predict the future  
using diverse means.
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© By laiRD SCRaNtoN

Many of us who have ever heard of a small 
modern-day African tribe from Mali 
called the Dogon learned about the tribe 
through Robert K.G. Temple’s 1976 

book The Sirius Mystery. 

 This book created much controversy 
at the time it was first published because it 
highlighted what appeared to be the unex-
pectedly advanced astronomical knowledge 
of the outwardly primitive Dogon tribe: 
The Dogon priests reported specific details 
of the star system of Sirius which should 
be unknowable without access to powerful 
modern telescopes. They knew about a tiny 
companion dwarf star to the main sun-like 
star of Sirius – a body which is invisible to 
the naked eye and difficult to see even with 
the aid of a telescope, due to the glare of 
the larger, very bright star. They knew the 
correct orbital period of the smaller star 
around the larger star (50 years) and they 
claimed the existence of yet a third companion star in the same 
system – one for which there is some evidence among modern 
day astronomers. The controversy was heightened by Temple’s 
suggestion that the Dogon may have acquired this astronomical 
knowledge as the result of an actual alien contact.
 As might be imagined, Temple’s thesis met with fierce 
resistance from traditional researchers. For instance, Carl 
Sagan made the sensible suggestion that the Dogon might have 
adopted their knowledge of Sirius from some modern-day 
visitor to Mali who may have known about recent scientific 
discoveries relating to the Sirius system. 
 Others, like Belgian anthropologist Walter Van Beek, took 
issue with the primary anthropological studies upon which 
Temple’s book was based – the works of two respected French 
anthropologists named Marcel Griaule and Germaine Dieter-
len. Van Beek reported that his own Dogon studies – conducted 
in the 1980’s – revealed no evidence of a Dogon cosmological 
tradition based on the stars of Sirius similar to that reported by 
Griaule and Dieterlen. He suggested that the obliging Dogon 

priests may have simply invented a cosmology as a way of sat-
isfying the many persistent questions posed by Marcel Griaule. 
 However, Temple’s book makes its major references to just 
one aspect of what Griaule and Dieterlen report as a much 
broader esoteric Dogon cosmological tradition, one whose 
form, details, and internal consistencies argue strongly against 
the views of Sagan and Van Beek. And as it turns out, the key 

to understanding the coherence of Dogon 
cosmology as Griaule reports it may lie 
with similar cosmological traditions of two 
ancient cultures which were seemingly cast 
from the same original mold as the Dogon 
– those of ancient Egypt and of Buddhism.
 The suggestion that we even consider 
comparisons to these older mythological 
traditions comes out of the many apparent 
similarities exhibited by Dogon culture, 
mythology, religion and language to those 
of ancient Egypt and Judaism. Like both 
the Egyptians and the Hebrews, the Dogon 
practice circumcision and observe a jubilee 
year, and like the Hebrews they wear skull 
caps and prayer shawls. The Dogon observe 
the same four calendars as were used in an-
cient Egypt, and like the traditional organi-

sation of ancient Egypt into two lands called Upper and Lower 
Egypt, the Dogon establish their districts and villages in pairs, 
one called Upper and the other called Lower. More important-
ly, the Dogon conceptualise their myths in terms of cosmologi-
cal keywords – well-defined words which carry both public and 
private meanings, and which correlate to likely counterparts in 
the Egyptian hieroglyphic language. Furthermore, the Dogon 
clarify these keywords with important cosmological draw-
ings which often take the same shape as Egyptian glyphs – the 
drawn symbols of the Egyptian hieroglyphic language. The 
Dogon priests consider these drawings to be so important to 
a correct understanding of the cosmology that they often feel 
they cannot talk about an important cosmological concept 
without also drawing it.
 These aspects of Dogon cosmology – the traditional assign-
ment of multiple meanings to cosmological words and the prac-
tice of associating those words with specific drawings – help 
us to compare these words and symbols with those of other 
cultures. A good example of this type of comparison is found 
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with the name of the Dogon god Amma, whose mythological 
attributes suggest a correspondence to the Egyptian god Amen 
(or Imn). According to the Dogon priests, the word Amma can 
also mean ‘to grasp, to hold firm, to hold in place.’ Amma is 
the hidden god of Dogon myth who is perceived as holding the 
world between his hands; for the Dogon, to speak his name is 
to entreat him to continue to hold it. Other 
modern-day African tribes like the Mande 
also assign meanings of ‘to grasp, to hold 
firm, or to establish’ to the word Amen, 
and specifically equate it with the word 
Amma. A Hebrew word of similar meaning, 
Aman, is often cited as the root of the word 
Amen which is spoken at the end of Hebrew 
prayers, and which is sometimes translated 
as ‘so be it’ or ‘make it so’, recalling the 
sense of the Dogon meaning ‘to establish’. 
 The additional levels of meaning and/
or symbolism provided by these secondary 
Dogon meanings and drawings allow us to 
establish likely identities between Dogon 
words and symbols and those of ancient 
Egypt. And so, when we find an Egyptian 
word pronounced similarly to a Dogon 
word, carrying the same meanings, and written with a glyph 
that looks like the associated Dogon drawing, we can trust that 
we are on firm ground when we suggest a likely correlation 
between the two words.

 Like the ancient Egyptian religion, Dogon cosmology is an 
esoteric tradition – its innermost details are known primarily 
by the Dogon priests – and so the Dogon myths exist simulta-
neously on two levels – one public and one private. The general 
facts of what I call the surface storyline of the Dogon myths 
are known to most tribe members. These consist of what are 

essentially folk tales, carefully composed 
to reflect themes and symbols which will 
be central to the deep storyline, where they 
are explained in greater detail. The most 
intimate meanings of the deep storyline are 
known primarily to the tribal elders, and are 
only taught to carefully-screened initiates of 
the Dogon tradition. An initiate’s progress 
depends on his own curiosity about the 
tradition – in Dogon culture, it is the job of 
the initiate to ask the next question. 
 The detailed Dogon myths describe a 
cosmological system which shares many 
key attributes with Egyptian mythology, 
and in truth, with many other ancient world 
mythologies. In the Dogon system, crea-
tion is from water, and is based on the four 
familiar primordial elements of water, fire, 

wind and earth. A series of ancestral entities emerge as paired 
opposites culminating in the formation of earth and sky. Care-
ful study of Griaule and Dieterlen’s finished anthropological 
study of the Dogon religion, entitled The Pale Fox, shows that 
the eight paired male and female ancestors of Dogon cosmol-
ogy emerge in much the same manner as the eight paired 
ancestor gods and goddesses of the Egyptian Ennead. Like 
the Egyptian myths, Dogon mythology defines a second world 
similar to the Egyptian Underworld, which is associated with 
the jackal as a symbol of disorder, and is overseen by a canine 
judge (for the Dogon, this judge is a fox, whose job it is to sepa-
rate truth from error.) 
 The persistent similarities between Dogon and Egyptian 
cosmology call into question anthropologist Walter Van Beek’s 
suggestion that the Dogon system was a casual invention of 
the Dogon priests. Before we can endorse Van Beek’s view of 
Dogon cosmology as a mere fabrication, we must first explain 
how it could faithfully reconstruct so many central details of a 
5,000 year old Egyptian tradition. 
 Likewise, Griaule tells us that Dogon cosmology is based 
on a world plan that is symbolised by a pyramid-like aligned 
structure called a granary. In its classic form – described in 
Griaule’s book Conversations with Ogotemmeli – this struc-
ture is carefully oriented toward the four cardinal points of 
north, south, east and west and serves as a kind of mnemonic 
for the Dogon cosmological system itself – in other words, the 
proscribed steps in the creation of the structure recreate both 
the component elements of the cosmology and their proper 
sequence of emergence. What this means, in effect, is that if 
a Dogon initiate can remember how to build the ritual struc-
ture, the initiate can also remember the correct elements of the 
cosmology and their relationships to each other. However, the 
structure that Griaule describes takes the very same form and is 
based on the same cosmological plan as a classic stupa in Bud-
dhist tradition – a type of aligned religious shrine that is found 
throughout India and Asia. The classic form and symbolism of 

Dogon cosmology is based on a world plan that is symbolised by a 
pyramid-like aligned structure called a granary (above).
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In the Dictionnaire Dogon, Genevieve Ca-
lame-Griaule defines Dogon divination as 
the process of separating truth from error. 

 It is a practice that is closely associated with both 
the concept of death and with the movements of a 
mystical animal called the Pale Fox. The Pale Fox 
is actually a variety of wolf (Vulpes Pallida) native to 
Northern Africa and Egypt that plays a central role in 
Dogon myth and religion. It bears a striking resem-
blance to ancient images of the canid judge of Egyp-
tian mythology associated with the Egyptian Under-
world – a shadowy place of death and rebirth. This 
canine – alternately identified by various researchers 
as a jackal, dog, wolf, or fox – is the Egyptian god 
Sab, who was charged in Egyptian mythology with the 
task of distinguishing good from evil.

 In Dogon culture, trained Diviners use the art of 
divination to interpret important questions about future 
events, such as the likelihood of the death or recovery 
of a sick or injured person, the chances of reciproca-
tion of a person’s romantic attentions toward another 
person, the success or failure of an agricultural crop, 
or the seriousness of the threat of some impending 
disaster.
 For the Dogon, the process of divination typically 

involves the marking out by the Diviner of six rec-
tangular panels in the sand, each associated with a 
particular person and question. These are sprinkled 
with peanuts and left overnight to attract the attention 
of the Pale Fox. Then, in the light of the new morning, 
if the wind has not wiped away the requisite evidence, 
the Diviner interprets the tracks of the fox and their 
likely meanings in terms of the question that was 
posed. Tracks which point toward (or which move in 
the direction of) a symbol of death may be seen as 
portending an undesired outcome. However, even a 
slight deviation of the tracks in the direction of a sym-
bol of peace may be seen as justification for mitigating 
the evil omen.
 According to Genevieve Calame-Griaule, initiates 
to the Dogon religion are always taught divination 
using a traditional round sieve – a tool which is com-

monly used in daily tribal life to 
separate beans from the sand in 
which they are covered in or-
der to preserve them. From the 
perspective of Dogon mythology, 
this process of sifting is seen as 
a metaphor for the act of separat-
ing truth from error. The sieve it-
self takes the same shape as the 
Egyptian sieve glyph, a round, 
lined hieroglyphic character often 
found in ancient Egyptian words.
 In ancient Egypt, the action of 
a sieve was closely associated 
with the annual flooding of the 
Nile river during the rainy season, 
whose rising waters – acting as 
a natural sieve – deposited a rich 
silt along the banks of the river 
that was essential for the suc-
cess of Egyptian agriculture.

 Further discussion of the religious implications of 
Dogon divination by Marcel Griaule and Germaine 
Dieterlen is found in their books Conversations With 
Ogotemmeli and The Pale Fox, Griaule and Dieterlen’s 
finished study of the Dogon religion. Another source 
of information regarding Dogon divination is Walter 
Van Beek’s article “Predicting the past, foreseeing the 
future: Choices in Dogon divination.”

– Laird Scranton

Dogon
Divination
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their beautiful art and unique method of divination
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the stupa is described at length in a book called The Symbolism 
of the Stupa by Adrian Snodgrass of the University of Sydney, 
a world-renowned authority on Buddhist architecture and sym-
bolism. The symbolic elements described by Dr. Snodgrass in 
relation to the stupa agree with the symbolic attributes ascribed 
by Griaule to the Dogon granary point by point. So again, 
before we can endorse Van Beek’s view of 
Dogon cosmology as some mere fabrication 
of the Dogon priests, we must also explain 
how it could so faithfully recreate the many 
complex ancient symbolic elements of Bud-
dhist tradition. 
 Given the internal consistencies of 
the symbolic system reported by Marcel 
Griaule and the extent to which they are 
affirmed by the Egyptian and Buddhist 
symbolic systems, it does not seem believa-
ble that the Dogon priests – who do not even 
possess a native written language – could 
have fabricated the cosmology reported by 
Griaule. Rather, it seems far more likely 
that Griaule faithfully reported a genuine 
native Dogon tradition, one which seems to 
preserve the most intimate details of a very 
ancient cosmology. 
 How then, we might ask, is it possible that Van Beek could 
have worked closely among the Dogon and yet have found no 
evidence of the Sirius tradition that was reported by Griaule? 
 The likely answer to this question lies with what can only 

be described as an esoteric tradition that actually works. 
Germaine Dieterlen tells us that the word Dogon means ‘to 
complete the words’ and ‘to remain silent’ – definitions which 
represent the two main obligations of an initiate to the Dogon 
religion. Within the Dogon tradition, any tribesperson can 
potentially learn the inner details of the secret cosmological 

tradition, but only over a long period of 
time and through their own motivation to 
ask orderly questions appropriate to their 
station as an initiate. In fact, if any person – 
even one from outside the tribe itself – were 
to ask such a question of a Dogon priest, the 
priest would be required by Dogon tradition 
to give a truthful answer. However, if the 
question was deemed to be ‘out of order’ – 
not appropriate to the questioner’s informed 
station as an initiate – the priest would be 
required to remain silent, or even to lie if 
necessary to protect the innermost secrets 
of the tradition. This is why it took dec-
ades of residence among the Dogon before 
Griaule himself was trusted enough to be 
introduced to the inner details of Dogon 
cosmology. 

 Within the context of this kind of a system of secrecy, we 
can interpret Van Beek’s failure to discover an esoteric Sirius 
tradition among the Dogon as being ‘of a kind’ with that of a 
visitor to a college campus on Parent’s Weekend, who re-
ports seeing no sign of drug or alcohol use among the student 
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population. He neglected to consider that he was dealing with 
a culture that may have been working in concert to hide it from 
him. In the end, Van Beek’s conclusion may say more about the 
degree of trust he earned – or failed to earn – among the Dogon 
priests than about Griaule.
 Various aspects of the Dogon tradition would lead us to 
suspect that it preserves a very early version of the Egyptian 
cosmological tradition. For one, there are strong resemblances 
between Dogon symbols and words and those of the pre-dynas-
tic hunter tribes who lived in Egypt – referred to collectively 
as the Amazigh. (It is from these tribes that the modern-day 
Berbers are descended.) For another, we see that many of the 
Dogon cosmological drawings take the same shape as Egyptian 
glyphs, and yet have not been organised into an actual system 
of written language among the Dogon. This would suggest that 
any Dogon contact with ancient Egypt may have preceded the 
appearance of a written language in Egypt, around 3000 BCE. 
Likewise, as we have said, the eight ancestors of the Dogon 
tradition carry much of the same symbolism as the eight paired 
Ennead gods and goddesses of Egypt, but have not risen to the 
status of deities in Dogon culture. Again, the suggestion is that 
the Dogon tradition preserves a very early form of the Egyp-
tian. 
  As we become more familiar with the Dogon cosmological 
system, we see that Temple’s intimations of Dogon knowledge 
of Sirius just scratch the surface of the true Dogon mystery. 
In fact, the Dogon priests state that their cosmology describes 
how a tribal god named Amma created matter. 
 Like the Maori of New Zealand, the Dogon describe a 
primary component of matter called the po. They assert that all 
matter is created by the ‘continuous addition of like elements’, 
beginning with the po. They go on to tell us that the po is com-
prised of sene seeds, which combine together at the centre of 
the po, then surround it by crossing in all directions to form a 
nest. These descriptions, which sound very much like scientific 
descriptions of an atom comprised of protons, neutrons and 
electrons, are the starting point for my book The Science of the 
Dogon: Decoding the African Mystery Tradition. In it, I show 
that Dogon cosmology describes in great and scientifically 
correct detail each of the descending components of matter, 
starting with the atom. The Dogon myths touch on each of the 
salient points of atomic theory, quantum theory, and string 
theory or torsion theory. 
 For instance, Dogon cosmology describes matter as origi-
nating far beneath our plane of existence in a wavelike form, 
and then transforming into what we see as the more than 200 
fundamental particles of matter. Along this journey of trans-
formation, the Dogon assign an intermediate source of matter 
to primordial threads, which – like the strings of string theory 
– are said to pass through a series of seven transformative 
vibrations inside an ‘egg’ – the Dogon counterpart to a Calabi-
Yau space in string theory. The last of these vibrations ‘tears’ 
the ‘egg’ – an event which is seen as both the culminating stage 
of the current ‘egg’ and the initiating stage of the next ‘egg’.
 The notion that matter is woven from threads is one that 
is clearly at least as old as Egypt itself – Egyptian mythology 
assigned the role of weaver of matter to the Mother Goddess 
Neith, who was considered to be the mother of all the Egyptian 
gods and goddesses. This same goddess was revered by the 
pre-dynastic hunter tribes in Egypt, and appears prominently 
and in similar form among other ancient cultures – notably as 
the goddess Athena in ancient Greece. In Dogon cosmology, 

the role of ‘weaver of matter’ is assigned to the spider Dada, 
whose name in the Dogon language means ‘mother’. Spider 
symbolism similar to that of the Dogon is also found in relation 
to ancient goddesses such as Athena. The likely proof that Nei-
th’s concept was based on actual science is found in the form 
of the Egyptian glyphs used to write both her name and the 
words for her signature act in relation to matter – ‘to weave’. 
These take the form of recognisable scientific diagrams that 
could have been lifted directly out of a modern book on string 
theory – they portray the three ways that strings are thought to 
intersect each other in string theory:

Three Types of String Intersections

 My approach in The Science of the Dogon when discuss-
ing the likely relationship of Dogon cosmology to science is 
a simple one – I merely present – in the most straightforward 
manner – Dogon statements and drawings which may relate to 
science, side-by-side with comparable statements and dia-
grams from popular researchers of modern cosmology, authors 
such as Stephen Hawking and Brian Greene. Since the Dogon 
and modern scientific systems do, in fact, seem to be paral-
lel, these simple but direct comparisons constitute a powerful 
demonstration of point. While the specific correlation of any 

The door of a Dogon granary
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given component in the structure might be argued, the on-go-
ing agreement of component after component within the larger 
parallel structures cannot be. 
 Dogon cosmology as documented by Marcel Griaule and 
Germaine Dieterlen seems to document the correct structure 
of matter from the completed atom, all the way down to the 
primordial waves which Richard Feynman tells us underlie all 
matter. In essence, the Dogon priests state their intention to 
describe how matter is formed, then correctly describe it and 
diagram it. This constitutes the very definition of a demonstra-
tion of positive knowledge.

 Elements of Maori mythology which complement those of 
Dogon cosmology are documented in Elsdon Best’s 1924 work 
Maori Religion and Mythology. Best describes a Maori esoteric 
tradition similar to that of the Dogon, in which long residence 
among the tribe is seen as a prerequisite for gaining the even-
tual trust of tribal elders and access to the ‘deep knowledge’ 
of the myth. In truth, Dogon cosmology encompasses a wide 
range of diverse symbolic elements found commonly among 
the classic ancient mythologies of the world – the spiraling 
coils, clay pots, serpents, rams and jackals that have become 
familiar from ancient studies. 
 Favourable comparisons can be made between Dogon and 
Egyptian cosmological symbols and words and those of other 
Polynesian cultures, to those of ancient China, Japan, and 
India, to early cosmologies of ancient cultures in the Americas 
such as the Olmec, the Maya, and the Aztecs, to the Navaho 
in North America, to ancient Middle Eastern cultures such as 
Babylon and Sumer, to ancient Judaism, and to many modern 
day African tribes including the Mande, the Yoruba, the Bantu, 
the Bambara, and the Bozo. 
 The clear suggestion is that the symbols of ancient myth 
were deliberately conceived, and were meant to reflect the 
fundamentals of real science. Carl Sagan’s seemingly reason-
able argument that Dogon knowledge of the stars of Sirius must 
have been adopted from some knowledgeable modern visitor 
simply fails the test when we look at the closer resemblances 
between Dogon myth and science. 
 Griaule and Dieterlen documented the details of Dogon 
cosmology prior to Griaule’s death in 1956, and the original 
French edition of The Pale Fox (Le Renard Pale) was pub-
lished in the early 1960’s. String theory itself was not proposed 
as a cohesive theory until 1980. So any correct scientific refer-
ences to string theory found among the Dogon myths could not 
possibly have come from a modern source. 
 To the extent that those details are reflected in ancient 
Egyptian and Buddhist myths, words, symbols and structures, 
the indication is – as many ancient myths suggest – that this 
source of knowledge must have exerted its apparent global 
influences nearly 5,000 years ago. 

The Science of the Dogon: Decoding the African Mystery 
Tradition (paperback, 224 pages) will be available from  
New Dawn Book Service in mid February 2007 for $33.95  
plus $8 p&h.  «

Dogon dancers. The elaborate cosmology of the Dogon has given rise  
to speculation that they had early contact with extraterrestrials,  
a notion fully explored in Robert Temple's 1976 best selling book  

The Sirius Mystery.
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Revelry, dancing, raucous crowds shouting 
and toasting the new century. The bustling 
gaiety of fin de siècle Parisian night life 
resounds through the halls. A can-can girl 

in a row of flashing thighs winks at a solitary figure 
brooding over a glass of absinthe. Looking around 
him, he begins to feel in his young mind a growing 
unrest. He feels in the pit of his stomach a displeasure 
at the superficial pomp and pretense surrounding 
him. Glitzy distractions and fleeting pleasures: is this 
all there is to life? No, it couldn’t be. A decision was 
made in his heart. He stood, put on 
his jacket, turned and walked away. 
René Guénon left the trappings of 
Occidental madness and never looked 
back. 

 No other twentieth century thinker nailed 
the fundamental flaws of modern civilisation 
to the wall like René Guénon. He realised 
that the imminent demise of civilisation was 
an open secret that nobody wanted in on. His 
analysis and critique was grounded in a deep 
understanding of universal principles – spir-
itual insights into time, eternity, the creation 
of the world, and the role of consciousness 
in the unfolding destiny of humanity. How 
did he achieve such knowledge? An obvious 
question, but how does anyone come to the realisations that 
they have? Guénon himself would probably say that initiation 
into a teaching lineage is essential, and practicing a traditional 
Way leads one to Truth. He believed that a true path leads to 
a deepening gnosis, a transformation of consciousness result-
ing in a direct perception of universal principles. His writings, 
stretching from the early years of the twentieth century to his 
death in 1951, testify to the effectiveness of his method and the 
depth of his knowledge.
 Guénon was an intellectual pioneer. He is credited with 
triggering the revival of an ancient primordial tradition, a per-
ennial philosophy that had been buried under millennia of ig-

norance, wrong thinking, and increasingly materialistic values. 
In his writings, he was able to frame, in an uncompromising 
and powerful way that nobody else seemed capable of, why this 
ancient spiritual wisdom was being uncovered in the modern 
era, precisely when materialism was reaching its culmination. 
 Following the Oriental wisdom that he knew so intimately, 
he could see clearly that within the cycles of time, the darkness 
must yield to the light at its appointed hour, just as the Sun re-
turns from it night journey through the underworld at a predict-
able moment. The reasons for suspecting that our modern era 
was bequeathed with the dubious honour of being the darkest 
spiritual age were all around him, for anyone to see. World War 
I cast a shadow over Europe. The rise of Hitler in Germany, 
with megalomaniacal 1,000-year agendas of racial purifica-
tion, the decimations and genocides of World War II capped 

with the nuclear attacks on Japan, were all 
witnessed by Guénon as clear evidence that a 
global insanity had taken hold of the world, 
that Western civilisation was hell-bent on 
destroying all life in a frenzied apocalypse of 
delusional nihilism. 
     And why? Because the modern world was 
cut off from its transcendent, eternal source. 
Only a complete ignorance of the higher 
reality from which springs the world, and 
all beings in the world, could explain these 
events. The spiritual darkness and rampant 
materialism of the modern world, with the 
collective consciousness of the race lost in a 
state of alienation and pessimism, were all 
understandable to Guénon. It was part of the 
process, part of the cycling of increase and 

decrease that all processes in the world undergo. But such a 
thought was beyond the trendy existentialist philosophies that 
were in vogue during his early years in France. What was it 
that he was trying to elucidate? Certainly not a philosophy, 
like existentialism, that was symptomatic of and justified the 
delusions of the modern world, but one which explained and 
exposed the fundamental errors of the modern world. And 
provided an alternative.
 And so Guénon began writing, and in the early twentieth 
century he began producing magisterial surveys of Oriental 
metaphysics, universal symbolism, and scathing critiques of 
spiritualist groups that he saw as modern distortions of ancient 
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wisdom. He had few like-minded colleagues, but in the 1930s 
he managed to established an important dialogue with the great 
art historian Ananda Coomaraswamy. Together, they worked 
to revive the dormant insights of a vast perennial philosophy. 
They were the crest of a rising wave that influenced a small 
group of young philosophers who also saw the value in study-
ing ancient wisdom teachings. Mircea Eliade, Heinrich Zim-
mer, Alan Watts, Joseph Campbell, Frithjof Schuon, Aldous 
Huxley, Seyyed Hossein Nasr, Martin Lings, Henry Corbin, 
and Huston Smith can be counted among them. They have all 
contributed in their own ways to recovering, in this twilight era 
where darkness meets new light, the perennial treasures in the 
forgotten storehouse of universal gnosis. 

WhAt is the perenniAl philosophy?
 A person in a state of consciousness that is in direct com-
munion with the highest possible vantage point – which is 
to say, with the unconditioned, infinite, eternal source – will 
understand what the perennial philosophy is. Each one of us 
has emanated from that state, or plane, and thus we all possess 
the latent possibility of remembering, or realising, that state. 
Enlightened beings have permanently merged with that state. 
Shamans, adepts, and mystics have glimpsed that state and 
know techniques for accessing that state. Artists, musicians, 
and other creative types craft a relationship with the entic-
ing whispers of that state, and most of humanity receives the 
promptings of that plane in various ways throughout life. It is, 
after all, the distant primordial echo behind all of the world’s 
religions.
 The perennial philosophy draws from the unalterable 
principles that create, maintain, erode, and reclaim all mani-
fest phenomena. Call them principles, laws, rules, constants, 
truths, or whatever you wish. The important thing to recognise 
is that they are embedded within the architecture of reality and 
operate in both the physical and metaphysical (or spiritual) 

domains. The “law” of karma is an example of an eternal 
principle or truism that belongs to the perennial philosophy. 
The Buddha observed that all incarnated beings in a state of 
limited consciousness suffer, and the cause of suffering is at-
tachment to desire, or the anticipated results of one's actions. 
This too speaks a perennial truth. That which is born must die 
– another unalterable principle. Time and eternity are two poles 
of a higher unity, such that eternity embraces time. As Plato 
said, “time is the moving image of eternity.” In the same way, 
infinity embraces the finite. 
 Many philosophers and traditions throughout history have 
expressed perennial truths. Creation mythologies often express 
perennial truths. Guénon noted that Dante’s Divine Comedy 
contains perennial teachings. Initiation rites, religious doc-
trines, metaphysical models, and epic literature all can often 
be seen to partake in the perennial wisdom. A central idea of 
perennial philosophy that one finds reflected in these various 
sources is that of the relationship between the mortal ego-self 
and the eternal divine-self. The ego-self comes into being 
when the eternal soul takes on bodily form. The individualised 
consciousness forms into a complex called the ego, which is 
a fiction of convenience. When conscious identification with 
the eternal soul is forgotten, the ego gets deputised as the only 
identity. The eternal soul slips into the shadows and the ego 
becomes inflated, thinking it is the only true reality. This is 
tantamount to a cosmogonic fall, the descent of the soul into 
materialism and delusion. Eventually the time comes when 
the individual ego-self will crave to reunite in fully conscious 
communion with the divine-self, but it takes a willing act of 
sacrifice – sacrificing the illusions that bind the soul to states of 
limitation rather than opening to freedom. All of this is part of 
the ebb and flow of energy within the field of time, and unfolds 
according to the celestial cycles in which the Earth moves.
 Guénon was very interested in time, cycles, and history. 
He studied the Hindu Yuga doctrine, which utilises certain 
time periods related to the precession of the equinoxes – the 
slow shifting of the stars caused by the Earth’s axial wobble. 
He examined the history of ideas and saw that humanity has 
moved through distinct phases, from an ancient Hyperborean 
homeland in the north. Rather than looking for evidence for 
a polar homeland in the physical north, I interpret this meta-
phorically as a polar-oriented belief system or cosmology of 
ancient humanity. Guénon entertained something similar, when 
he reconstructed the ancient invention of the zodiac and the 
subsequent paradigm shift from a polar-oriented emphasis to 
an emphasis on the solar path through the constellations of the 
zodiac. He associated this paradigm shift and new solar orien-
tation with Plato’s legend of Atlantis. Let’s take a closer look at 
this area of Guénon’s thought.

hyperBoreA And AtlAntis

 The legendary traditions of Hyperborea and Atlantis can be 
understood as esoteric fragments of earlier human perspectives 
on the cosmos. We might say that the two perspectives repre-
sent an evolution of a prior, less comprehensive, state of being 
into a more advanced one. Or, we could see the two traditions 
as expressions of the same underlying reality, manifesting in 
symbolism appropriate to two different regions of the globe. 
Hyperborea refers to a culture of the far north, one that was 
influenced primarily by the northern sky and its stars and mo-
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tions. The merry-go-round spinning of the world around the 
Pole Star was immortalised by the Finnish seers in the legend 
of the Sampo – a magic mill spinning and churning around 
the Pole Star. This is an image, a cosmological device, that has 
primordial origins in Siberian and Central Asian shamanism 
and mythology. 
 Such an ancient mythology can be 
explained in terms of geography and 
astronomy, and we should further suspect 
that it thereby represents a certain type of 
consciousness, one that we could call “po-
lar.” Although reality appears to endlessly 
revolve around the pole and never touch it, 
part of the tradition involved the shaman 
making a vision journey up the central world 
axis to commune with the cosmic centre. By 
transcending the endless round of change, he 
was able to access divine wisdom, healing 
arts, and hidden information. 
 The Atlantean tradition is more obscure 
and requires a deeper parsing out of the 
hidden cosmological references. Guénon 
identifies the northern Hyperborean tradi-
tion as polar, whereas the southern Atlantean tradition was 
identified as being “solar” in nature. By this he meant that 
northern constellations, such as the Big Dipper, were displaced 
and projected onto the circle of the ecliptic – the path that the 
Sun, Moon, and planets follow through the year. He suggests 
therefore an emergence of Atlantean culture out of an earlier, 
and less viable, Hyperborean culture. For the polar centre is a 

false centre, and the solar light is the source of all illumination, 
spiritual and physical. 
 Guénon’s specific example for the astrological transfer-
ence of constellations is the prominent role played by the Big 
Dipper (the Great Bear) in northern astro-theology. During the 
ancient paradigm shift, the seven stars of the Big Dipper were 

moved southward to the ecliptic, where they 
took up residence in a little dipper with seven 
stars – the Pleiades. This asterism was an 
appropriate choice since it lies on the ecliptic. 
The Pleiades in fact contain only six stars, 
but Central Asian and Greek myths tell of 
how one of the original seven was lost. The 
Pleiades thus adopt, in the new solar/Atlante-
an tradition, the symbolic place previously 
occupied by the Big Dipper, as the regent or 
guardian of the central axis of creation. 
     To a discerning reader, there is something 
incomplete about Guénon’s detective work. 
In what way is the Pleiades the head-point of 
an axis, analogous to its predecessor, the Big 
Dipper, being the crown of the polar axis? An 
excerpt from my book Galactic Alignment:

The Pleiads or Atlantides were the daughters of Atlas, 
and were therefore the children of the new Atlantean 
tradition. In addition, in Egypt the Big Dipper was called 
the “shoulder of the bull,” while the Pleiades are located 
in Taurus/Bull constellation, right on the bull’s shoulder. 
Guénon brings in linguistic comparisons as well, but 
the point is clear: The Pleiades symbolically replaced 
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the function of the Big Dipper. This equation is rich 
in implications, especially when you understand that 
the Pleiades mark the direction opposite the Galactic 
Centre. The cosmological framework that once revolved 
around the circumpolar constellation Ursa Major was 
transferred to the north pole of the Evolutionary Axis 
that extends from the Galactic Centre to the Galactic 
Anticentre. The Pleiades are not precisely on the Ga-
lactic Anticentre, but then neither is the Great Bear pre-
cisely on the Polestar. They serve as symbolic marker 
points at the crown of their respective pillars.1 

 The shift that Guénon alluded to as a polar-to-solar shift 
should be properly understood as a polar-to-galactic shift. This 
clarification exposes a forgotten esoteric cosmology of time 
and the transformation of consciousness involving the Milky 
Way galaxy. The root and crown of the galactic axis map onto 
the two crossroads formed by the Milky Way and the ecliptic. 
Neoplatonic philosophers identify these loca-
tions as the two cosmic gates, through which 
the soul descends into bodily incarnation and 
then reascends back into the eternal unmani-
fest source at the end of mortal life. 
 The individual life cycle, moving from 
gate to gate, root to crown, pole to pole, birth 
to death, is a microcosmic analogue to a 
similar process undergone by the world over 
vast cycles. The Sun, as symbol of the world 
soul, passes through the gates twice a year, 
once in summer and once in winter. But the 
timing of this passage has been slowly shift-
ing. The precession of the equinoxes causes 
the date of the Sun’s passage through the 
crossroad gates to move forward slowly, such 
that today the Sun enters the gates precisely 
on the solstices. 
 The timing of these alignments is the key to understanding 
eschatological models that were in place in very early civilisa-
tions – notably, the Vedic, Hindu, and Egyptian traditions – but 
which today have been buried underneath values and priorities 
dictated by a very literalised scientific paradigm. The fabled 
sinking of Atlantis, as found in Plato’s Timaeus, can be dated 
to 9600 BCE (one-half a precession cycle ago, and therefore 
during the last solstice-galaxy alignment). This era revealed 
skies very different from today’s, in the sense that the Galactic 
Centre had in that era reached its highest arc through the south-
ern meridian. Thereafter, precession began turning the celestial 
orientations in such a way that the Galactic Centre began to de-
scend, or slowly fall, into lower southern arcs. Let’s remember 
that the Atlantean tradition is not so much solar in orientation 
as it is galactic. Atlantis (the Galactic Centre) eventually sank 
below the horizon from the viewpoint of mid-latitude countries 
like Greece and northern Egypt. 
 But, of course, the legend tells that Atlantis will rise again. 
In my 2002 book Galactic Alignment, I wrote of how the 
precessional rise and fall of the Galactic Centre is keyed to the 
eras of solstice-galaxy alignment:

…today, it [the Galactic Centre] has actually been sub-
merged below the horizon for over a thousand years. 
Sound familiar? Could Plato’s legend of the sinking of 
Atlantis – and its eventual reemergence – be rooted in 
this celestial process? … More fascinating is the fact 
that since the Galactic Centre reaches its lowest merid-

ian transit in our own era, it will thus now begin to “rise” 
higher. And, the eras of its “turnabouts” are keyed to the 
solstice-galaxy alignment! In other words, the solstice-
galaxy alignments of 10,800 BCE and 1998 CE signal 
the “fall” and “rise” of galactic consciousness, in a man-
ner quite different than anything previously discussed.2

 Although these dynamics were unknown to Guénon, they 
nevertheless clarify and complete his speculations on Yugas, 
world cycles, and the timing of the end of descending Kali 
Yuga. Loyal Guénonians may balk at my suggestion of expand-
ing his work. But Guénon was, after all, grappling with con-
cepts long buried in the sands of history, and only fragments 
and echoes survived in the traditions he studied. He himself 
considered the recovery of the primordial wisdom an ongoing 
task that should be taken up by others.
 Fortunately for Guénon, his work found support in the 
parallel investigations undertaken by art historian Ananda 

Coomaraswamy. Ceylon born and British 
raised, Coomaraswamy began his career as 
a geologist. His field studies brought him 
to Ceylon and India, where he met Rabind-
ranath Tagore, who encouraged his interest in 
the ancient arts of India. In 1910, Western art 
appraisers considered Eastern art to be hea-
then, polytheistic, and therefore dangerous. 
Moreover, it was unfairly characterised as 
being unrefined and of poor quality from an 
artistic point of view. All of this was based 
more on ethnocentric biases and outright 
racism. Coomaraswamy blazed a pioneering 
trail when he began collecting ancient Indian 
art, cataloguing it carefully, and appraising 
its value highly. 
      Coomaraswamy moved to Boston in the 

1910s and continued his writing and research. By 1930 he was 
aware of Guénon’s work, and he transformed into something 
of an academic metaphysician, producing insightful analyses 
of the symbolic content of religious art from all periods and 
traditions. He was, like Guénon, wrapping his mind around 
the existence of a profound primordial tradition that expressed 
itself through the universal language of sacred symbolism. 
 As I studied Coomaraswamy’s work, I realised that the key 
to his take on the eschatological door to heaven, and the tem-
poral cycles that schedule when that door opens, could not be 
found in his published writings. And so I sent away to the Prin-
ceton University archive for copies of his various unfinished 
and unpublished essays, including one provocatively titled “The 
Early Iconography of Sagittarius.” What profoundly deeper 
insights are found in the unpublished work of great thinkers! 
 The constellation of Sagittarius, and its partner Scorpio, 
frame and guard the celestial doorway that resides in the centre 
of the galaxy. This is the big news that dovetails with Guénon’s 
model of Hyperborea and Atlantis, as well as with my recon-
struction of the Maya galactic cosmology of the 2012 end date. 
Coomaraswamy was clearly pointing the way, at the end of his 
life, to the lost artifact of the ancient doctrine of time. Coomar-
aswamy located the eschatological “Sun Door at World’s End” 
in Sagittarius. My work builds on this to show that galactic 
alignments to that “Sun Door” implicate the alignment era I’ve 
identified as 1980 – 2016. But of course this means nothing 
unless we make the conscious self-sacrifice of our illusions in 
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order to reconnect with truth. It’s the blessing and curse of free 
will. We can choose to close down in fear or open up in love. 
 Based in part on the work of these clear-thinking pioneers 
in the recovery of primordial wisdom, we can say with cer-
tainty when humanity will have the opportunity to collectively 
shift to the phase of ascending – to face the illuminating sun of 
higher dimensional wisdom. Just as midnight turns us toward 
the future dawn at daybreak, or the December solstice shifts all 
of the momentum of the year’s swinging toward the return of 
summer, so too the solstice-galaxy alignment signals the end 
of our collective descent into increasing materialism, spiritual 
ignorance, and allegiance to illusory plans and goals. 

When is the end oF KAli yuGA? 
 The end of Kali Yuga is understood here to refer to the end 
of a Great Year of precession – a 26,000-year cycle of human 
unfolding on this planet. But when will it occur? Through the 
centuries, many futurists, prophets, theologians, and philoso-
phers have proposed solutions to this enigma. Their rationales 
differ greatly, but many have tuned into our times as the era 
of shift. Perhaps some of these calculations were motivated as 
much by intuition as science. 
 In papers recently made public, Isaac Newton had his own 
biblical and numerological projection to the time of the Second 
Coming and Last Judgment: the year 2060. Perennial philoso-
pher Frithjof Schuon, in an interview recorded in 1967, said 
it was about fifty years away, thus 2017. A modern perennial 
philosopher, Robert Bolton, in his Order of the Ages: World 
History in the Light of a Universal Cosmogony, suggested the 

year 2082. Gaston Georgel, a French writer who was a col-
league and friend of Guénon’s, wrote several interesting books, 
none of which are available in English. In them he describes an 
adjusted model of the Yuga periods, and arrives at 2030 as the 
end of Kali Yuga. Guénon himself, just before he died in 1951, 
said that it was “not too far off” – meaning, probably, within a 
few decades. 
  Although they were intuitively on target, none of these 
writers had what I consider the key to the Yuga timing. The 
key, not surprisingly, involves the precession of the equinoxes 
and rare alignments to the galaxy that occur within the preces-
sional cycle. 
 The calculation for the solstice Sun’s alignment with the 
gate of ascension (located at the cross formed by the Milky 
Way and ecliptic in Sagittarius) has been formalised by 
respected European astronomer Jean Meeus (Mathematical 
Astronomy Morsels, 1997). Using data from the US Naval Ob-
servatory, he arrived at a date in May of 1998. Some preferred 
May 10, while I preferred May 29, since that is the date 1 Ahau 
in the 260-day sacred calendar of the Maya. The question is 
somewhat moot, as the variables in the calculation imply an 
error range of at least a year, perhaps even several years. 
 It is highly interesting, however, that the American seer 
Edgar Cayce predicted that Atlantis would rise again in 1998. 
This seems to echo my observation that the rise and fall of the 
Galactic Centre is keyed to the solstice-galaxy alignments. It 
is important to note that the solstice-galaxy alignment involves 
the Sun, which itself is one-half of a degree wide. Since one-
half of a degree of precessional shifting takes 36 years, the 
precessional shifting of the Sun through the cosmic cross, or 
gate, occurs over a 36-year period. For this reason an era or 
alignment zone should be allowed, centring on 1998: thus the 
alignment era is 1980 – 2016. We are the alignment generation. 
 It is all the more ironic that my own critical attitude toward 
modern civilisation, and the certainty of its impending “end,” 
is not a new revelation. René Guénon, still hugely ignored in 
the West, nailed it to the wall over fifty years ago. Despite be-
ing criticised as a nihilist, his message is optimistic for those 
who can transcend their historical, ego-rooted, identities and be 
in service to a higher good, a Truth that it is not our destiny in 
this era to see manifest in our lifetimes. It is us who must plant 
the seeds of future flowering:

Those who will be successful in overcoming all these 
obstacles [of modern spiritual decadence] and in tri-
umphing over the hostility of an environment opposed 
to all spirituality will doubtless be few in number; but, 
once again, it is not numbers that count here, for this 
is a realm where the laws are quite other than those 
of matter. There is therefore no occasion for despond-
ency; and even where there is no hope of achieving any 
visible result before the collapse of the modern world 
through a catastrophe, that would still not be a valid rea-
son to refrain from embarking upon a work extending in 
scope far beyond the present time. Those who may feel 
tempted to give way to discouragement should remind 
themselves that nothing accomplished within this order 
can ever be lost, that confusion, error and darkness can 
enjoy no more than a specious and purely ephemeral 
triumph, that every kind of partial and transitory dis-
equilibrium must perforce contribute towards the great 

COUNTDOWN TO 2012

Guénon in Egypt later in life.

Continued on page 74...
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In the tradition of What the Bleep Do We Know!? 
comes a film by Sharron Rose. 2012 The Odyssey, 
Armageddon Is Not What It Used To Be is set to 
be released in the United States in 2007. Jennifer 
Hoskins gives an advance preview of the latest 
film from Sacred Mysteries Productions set to take 
spiritual cinema circles by storm.

Hello 2012! It won’t be 
long now – just five years 
away. That is when the 

Mayan calendar ends. 
 How are you travelling? 
What does it all mean? Here is 
a timely and enjoyable odys-
sey across the United States by 
author Sharron Rose. 
 Well known for her delightful 
book The Path of the Priestess, 
Sharron Rose takes us on a 
metaphysical tour of time, space, 
philosophy and spirituality. 
 As she travels she interviews 
some of the most influential 
spiritual teachers of our time, 
including Jose Arguelles, Gregg 
Braden, John Major Jenkins, 
Rick Levine, Jay Weidner as 
well as many others. 
 The big questions are 
concerned with the end of time 
as we know it, what is going to 
happen to us, and how these 
things are recorded in ancient 
prophecy. 
 Sharron Rose lives and works in the Pacific 
Northwest of the US and has spent much time close 
to nature and the workings of the earth in the beauti-
ful forests there. But even there she sees signs of 
change. 
 With all the information about the importance of 
the year 2012 in our planet’s development being dis-
seminated, she decides to make a trip all over the 
country by car, to find out what ancient prophecies 
might mean for our future. It is a real treat to see and 
hear such genuinely wise people have their say in 
such an intimate way. I was immediately engaged with 
the whole idea of Sharron’s odyssey. 
 The filming is smooth and cinematically pretty, with 
the landscapes moving along with Sharron’s travels. 

As is common with the Sacred Mysteries productions, 
there are a lot of scene links with time-lapse clouds 
hurrying about to the accompaniment of music and 
Sharron’s voice-over. There are also a lot of talking 
heads, but the wisdom and eminence of the interview-
ees overcomes this. 
 The information level is high, and the dedicated 
viewer will want to watch or listen to this film several 

times. There are several high-
lights that are not to be missed. 
    The first is the visit to see 
the Georgia Guidestones. This 
remarkable monument was 
erected in 1980 outside a small 
town in Georgia. The group that 
commissioned it is mysterious 
and the message contained on 
these huge granite monoliths is 
amazing. It is like a modern-day 
Stonehenge. 
    The Guidestones are aligned 
in a precise way with the Sun, 
Moon and stars and have a 
new ‘Decalogue’ engraved in 
eight modern languages. The 
capstone has carvings in four 
ancient languages. Before 
watching this work, I had never 
heard of this monument, but 
now have the Guidestones on 
my list to visit! 
    Another highlight was Shar-
ron’s meeting with a group of 
Incan elders who travelled to 
the US to spread their message 

of the end times and how people need to prepare. 
 This film is very upbeat and hopeful about the 
changes on the planet that have been prophesied, and 
are occurring right now and due to culminate in 2012. 
Yes, the Mayan calendar is ending then, but it is more to 
herald a different and new time for our existence. It will 
be, and already is, a time of opportunity for mankind. 
 While there seems to be a current atmosphere of 
fatalistic predestination attached to the ending of the 
Mayan calendar, the truth is that what you take from this 
singular opportunity is truly up to you as an individual.
 This is an eye-opening film.

– Jennifer Hoskins

For further information visit www.2012theodyssey.com.

2012 
T H E  ODY S SE Y
ArmAgEDDOn iS nOT wHAT iT uSED TO bE 
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equilibrium of the whole, and 
that nothing can ultimately 
prevail against the power 
of truth; for their motto they 
should take the one adopted 
in former times by certain 
initiatory organisations in the 
West: Vincit omnia Veritas.3 

  Vincit omnia Veritas: Truth 
conquers all. No worries. Just let 
go of illusion. Stop feeding fear. 
 These are times of death 
and renewal, big questions, hard 
truths, and universal processes 
powerfully coming into play 
within a human culture that has 
lost its ability to appreciate its 
connection to such universal 
processes. What is now ending 
thus seems to be a paradigm 
that has already lost all sense 
of orientation, all sense of true 
being. Everything of value that 
might be lost in a purported 
global cataclysm has already 
been lost in the steep attrition 
of Kali Yuga. The materialist 
delusion has run its course. We 
can end with the prophetic words 
of Guénon himself, written over 
half a century ago. The ultimate 
terminal moment of the current historical cycle only appears to 
be the ‘end of the world’

to those who see nothing beyond the limits of this partic-
ular cycle. This is a very excusable error of perspective, 
it is true, but one that has nonetheless some regrettable 
consequences in the excessive and unjustified terrors 
to which it gives rise in people who are not sufficiently 
detached from terrestrial existence; and naturally they 
are the very people who form this erroneous concep-
tion most easily, just because of the narrowness of their 
point of view.... If one does not stop short of the most 
profound order of reality, it can be said in all truth that 
the “end of a world” never is and never can be anything 
but the end of an illusion.4 

 What does Guénon mean when he says “if one does not 
stop short of the most profound order of reality…”? I believe 
he is suggesting that from a higher spiritual viewpoint, nothing 
is lost at the end of a cycle, because all that remains in place 

at the end of a cycle is illusion. 
When the impermanent illusions 
are swept away, only the eternal 
principles remain. And upon 
them are built the foundations of 
a new era. 
 We are approaching the end 
of our current cycle of historical 
manifestation. The Maya end-
date of 2012 has become the de 
facto date in popular conscious-
ness for “the end.” But, the end 
of what? At the terminal end 
point of the darkest age of ma-
terialism and illusion, what is it 
that will be ending? The answer 
can only be: materialism and 
illusion. Perhaps then we should 
welcome this transformation as 
a much needed shift away from 
everything that deludes and binds 
us more deeply into realms of 
despair and decadence. We are so 
far gone that we no longer even 
acknowledge the current situation 
as being lamentable, but actively 
buy into and feed all that kills us. 
This sounds harsh, I know, but 
this is no time to mince words. 
If I was to shout the rally cry, 
“Wake up!”, I mean this as much 

for myself as for all who read these words. 
 And we all could benefit from seeking, as Guénon encour-
aged, direct experiential initiation into the primordial wisdom. 
But how? That, my friends, is the open secret of modern times.

Footnotes:
1. John Major Jenkins, Galactic Alignment: The Transforma-
tion of Consciousness According to Mayan, Egyptian, and 
Vedic Traditions, Bear & Company, 2002.

2. Ibid.

3. René Guénon, The Crisis of the Modern World.

4. René Guénon, The Reign of Quantity and the Signs of the 
Times.   «
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The I ChIng
The Most Modern  

Ancient Wisdom Classic
© By REG littlE

In a changing and unpredictable world, no clas-
sical text is more rewarding, or more challeng-
ing, than the ancient Chinese I Ching or Book 
of Changes. This classic presents itself as a book 

of divination and invites dismissal on such grounds 
amongst educated Western circles, including even 
the great British sinologist and advocate of Chinese 
science and technology Joseph Needham. It is, how-
ever, the most modern of practical handbooks, being a 
remarkably wise and profound guide to that nagging 
imperative of contemporary personal and political life 
– self-organisation. 

 This truth only grows as political author-
ity shifts from West to East, as economic 
productivity travels from America to China, 
as industrial technology grows robustly 
throughout Asia and shrivels in the devel-
oped economies and as health and well-
being wisdom is found more surely in Asian 
therapeutic traditions than in contemporary 
share market driven medical innovations.
 Indeed, the I Ching is not only the source 
of a profound personal, social and political 
wisdom but also of a scientific genius that is 
holistic and organic and that led the world 
for several millennia until the rise of Anglo-
American power over the past two hundred 
years. Moreover, this scientific culture 
promises much for the future of a troubled global community. 
It contrasts with the culture that has turned contemporary life 
into one large uncontrolled and poorly understood scientific 
experiment, where the casino of the marketplace has ceased to 
respect the ecologies of life.
 Central elements of the text of the I Ching are attributed to 
men (King Wen and his sons King Wu and the Duke of Zhou) 
who were responsible for overthrowing the powerful tyrant 
who ruled a declining and corrupt Shang Dynasty, as the prel-
ude to founding the Zhou Dynasty around 1045 BCE. As such, 
much of its wisdom can be read as a political text, informed 

by profound and holistic wisdom. This wisdom is shaped by 
a keen sense of the social morality needed to win widespread 
popular support, the human understanding needed to avoid the 
perils of carelessness and hubris and the acute insight into the 
dynamics of life and nature essential to prosper in this world.
 There is no more seminal influence in Chinese culture than 
the I Ching, with its history of over three thousand years and its 
roots in the wisdom that guided the founding of China’s longest 
and most culturally productive dynasty. Contrary to modern 
fashion, the authority of the I Ching tends to increase with 
the age and experience of the reader or interpreter. Japanese 
who lived during the Tokugawa Shogunate counseled against 
serious study before the age of fifty. At the same time, one of 
the most renown Chinese commentaries on the I Ching was 
completed by a scholar who died at the age of twenty three in 

249.
      Despite the fact that the 17th and 18th cen-
tury German philosopher Gottfried Leibnitz 
had been shocked to discover that his binary 
arithmetic was matched by an arrangement of 
the I Ching’s hexagrams, the West’s greatest 
authority on Chinese science and technology 
– the 20th century Joseph Needham – dis-
missed it as of little worth. Now, it has been 
shown by later scholars to have a mathemati-
cal structure similar to that of DNA, discov-
ered in the West 
more than three 
thousand years 
later. In this, it is 
the world’s first, 
and possibly still 

only, serious guide to self-organisa-
tion at personal, social and political 
levels. 
 Moreover, another scholar sug-
gests that it may reveal an under-
standing of still poorly understood 
fundamentals that inform a wide 
variety of physical change, in 
both living and non-living struc-
tures. This all reflects the almost 
unbelievable Chinese genius for 
observing the minutiae of nature, a 

...the I Ching is not 
only the source of a 
profound personal, 
social and political 

wisdom but also of a 
scientific genius that 

is holistic and organic 
and that led the world 
for several millennia...
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quality that long informed the world’s most innovative and 
productive scientific and technological civilisation.
 In many ways, the I Ching is an enigma. Apart from 
qualities noted above, it offers a unified understanding of 
what are often seen as China’s two main contending spiritual 
traditions – Confucianism and Daoism – and some even see 
in it the source of both these traditions of thought. Moreover, 
while the I Ching has always served as a book of divination, 
this article will treat it essentially as a book of moral, political 
and scientific wisdom. 
 (It should be noted that I Ching is more 
accurately written as Yi Jing, as laid down 
in the transliteration system prescribed by 
the Chinese Government, but is presented 
here as I Ching in order to avoid confusion 
in referring to several book titles, which use 
a dated system of transliteration that is often 
preferred in the United States.)

Contrasting Wisdom  
– East and WEst

 The use of the I Ching as a book of 
divination has worked since ancient times to 
give the I Ching an authority that has shaped 
all levels of Chinese society. Anything with 
related aspirations in the West has been 
marginalised either by the Christian Church or by the tradition 
of Greek rational thought. Consequently, despite its grow-
ing popularity in alternative Western circles, it is difficult for 
mainstream Western thought to accommodate or relate to the 

disciplines of the I Ching. Yet, the I Ching has made the 
mature management of inevitable and irresistible change 
one of the great art forms of the East Asian ruler, admin-
istrator and head of family. At the same time, it contains a 

gentle acumen that finds a fulfilling role for all who make up 
society and does not exclude the exceptional and idiosyncratic.
 Perhaps, the clearest and simplest explanation of the differ-
ences that derive from these two contrasting traditions has been 
given by Geoffrey Lloyd and Nathan Sivin in The Way and The 

Word: Science and Medicine in Early China 
and Greece. They conclude, with politically 
tactful deference to Western sensitivities, 
that neither China nor Greece uniquely mo-
nopolised the development of science. Each 
possessed the conceptual frameworks and 
institutional structures necessary to inquire 
systematically into organic physiologies, 
material nature and cosmic processes. Yet 
each displayed unique qualities.
 The Greek way sought predominantly 
foundations, demonstration, and incontro-
vertibility. Its central authority was found in 
the principles of clarity and deductive rigour. 
The Chinese approach was most strongly 
characterised by the search for correspond-
ences, resonances and interconnections, 
which encouraged the exploration of holistic 

and organic relationships that integrate highly divergent areas 
of activity and order.
 The I Ching not only does not respond to a need for ‘clarity 
and deductive rigour’ but it will frustrate and irritate those with 

Throwing the 'sticks of fate' to foretell events by the I Ching.

The use of the  
I Ching as a book of 

divination has worked 
since ancient times to 
give the I Ching an  
authority that has 

shaped all levels of 
Chinese society.
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minds that insist on such convenience. Rather the I Ching 
inspires a seemingly infinite range of possible ‘correspond-
ences, resonances and interconnections’ and warns against 
the impatient or thoughtless need for action. 
 A little reflection may prompt recollection of the opening 
two lines of the Dao De Jing, the seminal Daoist classic. These 
assert effectively that words, concepts, rational structures and 
scientific theories may all be useful conveniences of the human 
mind but should not be mistaken for an accurate statement of 
the natural world.
 Once one has come to terms with what seems to the West-
ern mind to be its counter-intuitive character, one can start to 
explore and discover in the I Ching a profound wisdom that has 
guided, shaped, preserved and advanced Chinese civilisation 
for more than three millennia.

thE Living i Ching

 Although deeply rooted in ancient Chinese history, the I 
Ching lives like perhaps no other classic form of wisdom. This 
is indicated by the commentary written by Wang Bi who lived 
almost thirteen hundred years after the founding of the Zhou 
Dynasty and who died at twenty-three. It can also be found in 
works translated respectively by the American Thomas Cleary 
as The Tao of Organisation, The Buddhist I Ching and The 
Taoist I Ching, which derive from texts attributed to the 11th 
century Neo-Confucian Cheng Yi, the 17th century Buddhist 
Chih-hsu Ou-I and the late 18th century Daoist Liu I-ming.
 The movement by some Westernising Chinese to mar-
ginalise and banish the I Ching from respectable intellectual 
company has, paradoxically, been parallelled by a contrasting 
movement in Western publishing, where it appears in diverse, 
numerous and multiplying forms of publication. At the same 
time, it assumes an identity that now ranks it for many at least 
on the same level of cultural authority as the Bible, even as 
some choose it in preference as a work that has nourished a 
more stable, prosperous and continuous sense of civilisation.
 The relevance of this may be most readily found in the 
manner in which one version, The Complete I Ching: The 

Definitive Translation by the Taoist Master Alfred Huang, 
introduces the work in a way that details the circumstances 
in which the founders of the Zhou Dynasty worked to 
replace the corrupt Shang Dynasty. This is given an acute 

sense of relevance because Alfred Huang makes it clear that 
the I Ching was a major form of spiritual and practical suste-
nance during difficult times for him and others personally after 
1949.
 More pertinent, however, is the fact that contemporary 
leaders in Japan, Korea and China have emulated the qualities 
of patience and humility displayed by the Zhou founders as 
they have built their strength in a world that had earlier humili-
ated them. It might be going too far to liken the contemporary 
West with the self-indulgent and indiscriminately assertive 
Shang Dynasty. Even so, it is difficult to dismiss the thought 
that this parallel may present itself to many in East Asian com-
munities.
 Any sensitive Westerner who has had the good fortune to 
live, work and reflect in contemporary East Asia is likely to 
have concluded that the certainties derived from a Western 
education are a poor guide for action in that part of the world. 
Many pleasant things will come one’s way but in a manner 
that defies explanation by familiar principles and in a manner 
that can invite an uneasy sense of losing control. In seeking to 
comprehend the reasons for such sentiments no better guide 
can be found than the classic texts that have shaped, informed 
and inspired its people. None of these is more seminal than the 
I Ching, even when today’s East Asian youth may feign disdain 
or ignorance of its wisdom. 

Yin and Yang

 The essence of the I Ching is to be found in the dynamic of 
yin and yang, complementary opposites that:

•	 lie	at	the	heart	of	the	I Ching and all Chinese thought 

•	 require	one	always	to	adopt	a	holistic	view	of	issues

•	 highlight	the	need	for	internal	and	external	balance

•	 emphasise	a	constant	state	of	flux

•	 are	at	the	heart	of	all	development

•	 are	forever	interdependent

•	 are	essentially	dynamic	and	creative	in	their	interaction	

 Five basic principles can be identified as inherent in yin and 
yang.

•	 all	things	have	two	facets:	a	yin aspect and a yang 
aspect 

•	 yin and yang aspects can be divided into further yin and 
yang polarities 

•	 yin and yang mutually create each other 

•	 yin and yang control each other 

•	 yin and yang transform into each other. 

 It is customary to iden-
tify yin with qualities such 
as femininity, softness, 
darkness and receptivity 
and yang with the qualities 
of masculinity, hardness, 
brightness and assertive-
ness. At the same time, 
there is scope for endless The eight trigrams, with the symbol of yin and yang at the centre.
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discussion about yin and yang qualities in various specific 
situations. 
 The important point rests, however, in the infinite range 
of dynamic reactions set up by the interplay of yin and yang. 
Most important, and infinitely complex, is the interplay of yin 
and yang within the sixty-four six line hexagrams that make 
up the I Ching. According to established procedures either yin 
or yang can transform into the other and the significance of yin 
and yang depends on which of the six positions is occupied by 
a yin or yang line and a variety of other complex relationships.
 In other words the use of the I Ching for divination creates 
an almost infinite range of possibilities for interpretation. This 
reinforces perceptions of the fundamental dynamism of the I 
Ching, of nature, of political fortune, of human relationships 
and, if one so chooses, of the sexes. The 
subtle interplay of eight basic three line sets 
of yin and yang that can be labeled heaven, 
earth, fire, water, valley, wind, mountain 
and thunder (two of which make up a six 
line hexagram) further strengthens the sense 
of forces of nature exercising an authority 
before which humanity must be humble and 
attentive. 
 A most important consequence of the 
fluid sensitivity that flows from the use of the 
I Ching is the manner in which this reveals 
the rigid abstractions that have come to com-
mand Western thought as both limited and 
marginal. The cerebral universe that derives 
from the I Ching is incomparably more 
complex and dynamic. In just one example, 
it is difficult, not to say impossible, to apply 
Western notions of equality to a world where all nature and 
life is the product of the rich and intense interaction of yin and 
yang.

ContingEnCY 
 The I Ching provides an endless flow of moving commen-
taries that remind continually of the need to recognise:

•	 the	contingencies	of	chance	

•	 the	full	environment	of	any	action

•	 the	possibilities	of	side-effects	in	any	action

•	 the	multiple	layers	of	contingencies	in	organic	beings

•	 the	limitations	of	causality	and	rationality	in	managing	
life

•	 the	need	for	mature	reflection	on	all	important	actions

 The I Ching profoundly challenges Western intellectual and 
scientific certainties because:

•	 it	is	a	unique	mix	of	probabilistic	science	and	timeless	
literary comment

•	 it	portends	to	guide	future	behaviour,	attracting	Western	
derision as fortune telling

•	 it	is	integral	to	an	organic	and	holistic	sense	of	science	

•	 it	was	part	of	a	superior	scientific	culture	
until the beginning of the 19th century

•	 its	formula	for	self-organisation	has	an	
unrivalled record of success in maintaining 
the continuity of Chinese civilisation. 

  While Western commentators continue 
in a state of denial it is difficult to dispute 
that I Ching science:

•	 outperformed	the	West	and	rest	of	the	
world until the 19th century

•	 again	today	outperforms	Western	science	
and technology

•	 disdains	the	West’s	mechanistic	and	
reductionist scientific assumptions

•	 highlights	an	aggressive	and	shallow	
character in the European Enlightenment

•	 is	genuinely	holistic,	organic	and	humanistic	in	ways	
denied Western science.

 The I Ching cultivates disciplines of the mind by 
encouraging continual questioning of and reflection on the 
dynamic and volatile forces that command natural and human 
processes. This commences with the acceptance of human 
humility before forces that will never be fully mastered but 
that must always be fully respected. Its seemingly infinite 
variety of possible readings nurtures an acute sensitivity to the 
contingencies that accompany action.

CompEting mEdiCaL  
and sCiEntifiC CuLturEs

 The contemporary West has gone in a very different 
direction: It has built a type of structured religious faith around 
a rational mythology that promises belief in endless progress. 
The associated human conquest and subjugation of nature is 
conducted through the use of experimentation to identify a 
variety of notionally universal truths. These are marketed as 
the fruits of medicine, science and technology even as they 
produce an exponentially mounting volume of environmental, 
ecological and health troubles.
 Problems inherent in this faith and mythology were 
compounded as the 20th century progressed by the annual 
allocation of many of the best brains and most vigorous spirits 
in each generation to intense training and lifetime service 
before the Gods of medicine, science and technology.
 Subsequently put in various ways at the service of large 
corporations, this talented and dedicated priesthood is then A page from a 10th century edition of the I Ching.

Many of the  
certainties cultivated 

by Western beliefs and  
rational structures,  

ostensively verified by  
scientific processes of 
proof, are revealing 

themselves to be cruel 
hoaxes.
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paid to sacrifice all for the corporation. It should surprise 
no one that this has produced scientific and medical 
cultures that are prone to systemic corruption. Highly 
educated, newly graduated and ambitious young souls 
quickly learn that this is the only way to gain a reasonable 
return on the investment of money, time, effort and hope spent 
in an exhausting and extended education. Some of the more 
obvious dubious aspects of the priesthood’s work is conducted:

•	 in	relentless	experimentation	in	artificial	laboratories	

•	 in	high	brow	but	often	duplicitous	marketing

•	 in	peer	reviewed,	but	misleading	professional	articles

•	 in	misrepresentation	or	non-disclosure	of	research

•	 in	the	exercise	of	official	responsibilities	to	serve	corpo-
rate interests after being placed in government administra-
tion positions

•	 in	some	other	use	of	prestigious,	high	sounding	and	
daunting academic qualifications to fatten corporate bottom 
lines. 

 Many of the certainties cultivated by Western beliefs and 

rational structures, ostensively verified by scientific proc-
esses of proof, are revealing themselves to be cruel hoaxes. 
These are often designed to persuade large communi-
ties to subject themselves to experiments that are neither 

understood nor controlled by their initiators. Increasingly, the 
profitable areas of a struggling American economy seem to 
fall into such categories, whether they be chemical agriculture, 
processed food, fast food, synthetic pharmaceuticals, bio-tech-
nology or nano-technology.
 The corporation, which is designed by its commercial na-
ture and legal structure to maximise profit, has grown in reach 
and influence more or less in parallel with the advance of post-
Enlightenment science and with the consolidation of Anglo-
American political authority. With the exhaustion of new lands 
and new resources to discover and colonise, profit maximisa-
tion has increasingly focused on seizing a competitive advan-
tage through innovation and the monopolisation of intellectual 
property. This frequently necessitates the authoritative denial 
and dismissal of the possibility of any harmful side-effects or 
consequences.
 In contrast, the I Ching scientific spirit advanced largely 
in harmony with environment, ecology and human health and 
achieved a record of diverse innovation predating many of the 
most critical European inventions. These included:

•	 developing	a	cybernetic	machine	1,600	(possibly	3,000)	
years before Europe

•	 developing	the	compass	1,000	years	before	Europe	

•	 inventing	paper	1,500	years	before	Europe	

•	 inventing	printing	600	years	before	Europe	

•	 developing	a	calendar	1,000	years	before	the	ancient	
Greeks 

 In fact, China preceded the West, in most cases by at least a 
millennium, in almost one hundred inventions and discoveries 
from a wide variety of fields of activity, including:

•	 agriculture

•	 astronomy	and	cartography

•	 engineering

•	 domestic	and	industrial	technology	

•	 medicine	and	health

•	 mathematics

•	 magnetism

•	 the	physical	sciences

•	 transport	and	exploration

•	 sound	and	music

•	 warfare

 Western communi-
ties have had neither the 
strength nor integrity 
to address the fact that 
this achievement did not 
involve the perils to the 
environment, living ecolo-
gies and human health 
generated by contempo-
rary corporate science. 
This is not surprising 
because an adventurous, 

A household amulet depicting the eight trigrams, the yin-yang symbol, 
and a protective demon's head.
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conquering corporate spirit has been fundamental to West-
ern advance over the past two centuries. The cost has been 
high. Perversely, as it becomes more and more difficult to 
ignore the consequences so it also becomes more and more dif-
ficult to recognise their source. 
 The West’s insistence on clarity and deductive rigour has 
conveniently enabled it to distract attention from many of 
the side effects of its scientific advances. It has made it easy 
to marginalise holistic concerns about identifying possible 
resonances, correspondences or inter-relationships that might 
compromise the desirability of some new energy source, in-
novative weapon or pharmaceutical breakthrough.
 The anomaly in all this is that in the early 21st century it 
is the economies of East Asia, long under the influence of the 
I Ching’s concern to cultivate sensitive attention to nature, 
its processes and its contingencies, which are proving most 
successful in the marketplace of catering to 
human needs. Unfortunately, communities 
programmed to compete blindly for econom-
ic growth, a legacy of the Anglo-American 
genius that has constructed the contempo-
rary global order, are unlikely to find their 
way out of this Faustian dilemma.

Caution, humiLitY and patiEnCE

 No reading of the I Ching can leave an 
attentive auditor unimpressed by its concern 
to stress the importance of caution, humil-
ity and patience. In an important sense, this 
was probably the world’s first handbook on 
how to conduct a revolution in the face of 
overwhelming but intolerable power. It was 
imperative to emphasise the dangers inherent 
in the undertaking. In the process, however, it laid down stand-
ards that have informed Chinese politics and culture ever since, 
producing the world’s most resilient and robust civilisation. It 
also nurtured perhaps the world’s most deceptively cautious, 
humble and patient people.
 It is possible to see the Six Secret Teachings, a strategic 
classic that is attributed to a strategist and general credited 
with a major role in the founding of the Zhou Dynasty, Jiang 
Taigong, as being inspired by a similar ethos. These Teachings 
include the Twelve Civil Offensives, which lay out a strategy 
of essentially peaceful conquest, through the exploitation of 
an adversary’s moral weaknesses. These vulnerabilities are 
simply serviced and indulged by a more disciplined, purposeful 
and patient rival. Ultimately, dependence and excess ensures 
a favourable outcome for the more virtuous party. Such basic 
wisdom, which equates caution and humility with virtue, and 

ultimately strength, permeates the I Ching and the civilisa-
tions of East Asia.
 The two central lines (second and fifth) in the most 

auspicious hexagram with six yang lines (identified as Heaven) 
in the I Ching capture the judicious quality of the I Ching in 
all situations. In the popular Richard Wilhelm translation, the 
commentary on each of these lines is auspicious but concludes 
with the same caution ‘It furthers one to see the great man’. 
This reminds of the need to always seek guidance from those 
better qualified and hints that nothing can be taken for granted 
even in the most favourable circumstances. 
 Equally, the hexagram composed of six yin lines (Earth) is 
characterised by ’receptive devotion’ and identifies the superior 
man as marked by breadth, purity and sustaining power, like 
the Earth capable of carrying and preserving all things that 
live upon it. In this way it quickly becomes apparent that the 

yin and yang distinction is one that enriches 
human perceptions and is far from the preju-
dicial attitudes that have come to characterise 
the contemporary West’s struggle with dis-
tinctions between male and female behaviour.
      The I Ching also reminds repeatedly that 
great success is often the prelude to difficulty 
and that great hardship is often the neces-
sary preparation for subsequent achievement. 
In this manner this seminal Chinese classic 
works to inspire both caution and aspira-
tion, with the emphasis being placed on life’s 
recurring rhythms and humanity’s endless 
challenges.

ConCLusion

      Like the Dao De Jing, the I Ching is a 
book that grows in significance and influence with familiarity 
and time. It continually surprises by revealing new dimensions 
and insights. These may be in the mathematical structure of 
its sixty-four hexagrams and their complex variations or in the 
philosophical and historical commentaries that it has accumu-
lated over three millennia. 
 Its role as a book of divination cannot be separated from 
its role as a book of wisdom, as one function complements 
and deepens the other. Ultimately, however, it is best evalu-
ated as the product of the highly developed Chinese capacity 
to observe and order the minutiae of nature, whether personal, 
political or cosmic. In this it makes the clearest statement pos-
sible about the limitations inherent in the West’s preference for 
rational structures, which override the diversity and contin-
gency of our world, simply to provide the often misleading 
convenience of clarity and deductive rigour.  «

The I Ching also  
reminds repeatedly 
that great success is 
often the prelude to 
difficulty and that 

great hardship is often 
the necessary  
preparation for  

subsequent  
achievement.
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Rarely has a single book affected me to 
the degree that I desired an unreserved 
assimilation of its contents. Incredibly, I 
found this to be the case with this en-
tire series of books. They have become 
part of my life and I welcome them 
without reservation.
 Over millennia the country we now 
call Russia has had difficult times. There 
has been constant and unrelenting reli-
gious and political oppression, invasions 
and conquests. 
 But there has always been an 
abundance of creativity in literature, 
music and the arts coming from Rus-
sia, encapsulating the true wisdom for 
those that can see and those that can 
hear. Always and in all ways – cutting 
through the base notes of oppression, 
the highest note of spiritual love and 
beauty continues.
  At the beginning of this new century 
a fresh voice is heard. Anastasia is 
her name. In this time of global envi-
ronmental crisis, solutions are given 
– through Anastasia. She lives in the re-
mote taiga or boreal forests of Siberia, 
in a pristine environment, untouched by 
the accoutrements of progress. 
 How fortunate for us that the series 
of books by Vladimir Megre about 
Anastasia and the Ringing Cedars has 
been translated into English. 
 In these landmark volumes he 
presents Anastasia and the Ringing 

Cedars of Russia to a wider, global 
audience. 
 In the mid-1990s, Megre, an entre-
preneur, was making a river expedition to 
Siberia and met a Siberian elder who told 
him of the incredible healing properties of 
the Ringing Cedars growing in the region. 
 After researching the cedars, he re-
turned to the area, but before he could 
connect with the elder again, he met 
the elder’s great-granddaughter – Anas-
tasia. The encounter transformed his 
life, to say the least, and forms the basis 
of the first book. 
 Megre is not a writer, but with 
incredible persistence and a lot of 
personal sacrifice he produced the first 
book. It became a bestseller without 
a publisher or any advertising. Its fame 
spread by word-of-mouth and it has now 
been translated into many languages. 
 Amazingly, it is still without a major 
publisher or conventional advertising 
and all of the subsequent titles in the 
series remain bestsellers. 
 The diverse contents of these books 
range from eco-friendly cultivation, 
child rearing, spiritual values, education, 
our purpose in life and history, to the 
future of mankind. Everything is based 
on love, creativity, and the honouring 
of your dreams and deepest feelings. Of 
critical importance is our connection to 
the Earth and each other.
  In Russia these books have started a 
green revolution. Eco-villages and Kin’s 
Domains have sprung into being. These 
domains are family groups which have 
returned to the basics of living togeth-

er, surviving and thriving on their own 
from local resources. 
 They rely on the land, their own in-
nate knowledge, and that learned from 
each other. Children are directing their 
own education. People are returning 
to the land and working in harmony 
with nature and their families. Anastasia 
study groups exist in many cities in Rus-
sia and other countries. 
 The first book in the series is titled 
Anastasia. 
 In it is recounted the story of 
Vladimir Megre’s first venture to the 
taiga of Siberia in 1995 and subsequent 
events that led to his unexpected meet-
ing with Anastasia. 
 The content is surprising, some-
times unbelievable, and completely 
absorbing. During his three days with 
Anastasia he was given a series of 
lecture-like revelations in which she 
dispensed her pristine philosophy. 
 Megre’s writing style in this book is 
raw, and his attitude at times is block-
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headed. He admits this as he writes and 
seems surprised at the experiences he 
has been through. After all, he was an 
ordinary guy who accidentally (are there 
accidents?) met an extraordinary young 
woman who has completely trans-
formed his life. 
 After his visit, which apparently cre-
ated a child, Megre returned to Moscow 
at Anastasia’s behest, to write a book 
about her philosophy. 
 The reader gets a sense of the 
upheaval in Megre’s life as he loses his 
business, his family, his home and his 
health, becoming a virtual derelict, 
dependent on the kindness of strangers. 
What shines through is his pragmatism 
and resourcefulness, after all, you are 
reading about the resulting book, with 
many more to come! 
 One effect that the first book has, 
and I can attest to this, is the unbid-
den, forceful desire firstly, to obtain a 
piece of Ringing Cedar, and secondly, to 
express one’s self in poetry and music. 
 Some of the thousands of poems 
that Megre has received are printed in 
the back of the first book. These are 
not by poets, but by ordinary people, 
homemakers, soldiers, workers, en-
gineers, bureaucrats. The poetic urge 
hit me when I was about two thirds 
through the book.
  The second book, The Ringing Cedars 
of Russia, looks behind the scenes of 
Vladimir Megre’s journey from the wil-
derness of Siberia and back to Moscow 
and describes the publication of the first 
book in the series. 
 The written expression in this book 
is somewhat improved and just as rivet-
ing. At times Vladimir is a slow study 
and sophisticated metaphysical readers 
can expect to spend at least some time 
tearing out their hair! It all makes a 
strange kind of sense. 
 Anastasia has chosen someone who, 
despite his doubts and complete igno-
rance of anything spiritual, will eventually 
carry her message to the world. She 
knows her messenger cannot afford to 
be someone who is too intellectual or 
of high spiritual standing. He needs to be 
someone that allows all people to under-
stand what he is writing. He is not what 
you expect, and it is not easy for him. 
 One chapter outlines his activities 
as a budding entrepreneur in the days 
before perestroika. 
 There is an enlightening section on 
the marketing of Herbalife® in Russia 

by outsiders and the disaster it became 
for so many people. Vladimir’s story of 
the fate of so many Russians after the 
break-up of the Soviet Union is also eye-
opening. He has much to say about the 
neglect of former officers and soldiers. 
 Along with the harrowing descrip-
tions of Vladimir’s struggles, the reader 
is treated to more of Anastasia’s phi-
losophy on a number of subjects. 
 These include her unique views 
on healing, the ability for the Earth to 
provide for every single human need, 
further information on mankind’s divine 
origins and the possibility of a divine 
future. The subject of Russia’s sacred 
sites and megaliths is also introduced 
and developed in the later books.
 Book Three is The Space of Love. 
Vladimir returns to the taiga to see 
Anastasia and his infant son. 
 The readers by now are aware of 
the huge influence these books are hav-
ing in Russia and Eastern Europe. Scien-
tists and religious groups are fascinated 
and wish to ‘study’ Anastasia. Vladimir 
relates their efforts and the ripple ef-
fects on the local community. 
 The improvement in his flow of writ-
ing is quite noticeable in this volume and 
the use of combinations of words used 
to affect the reader is discussed. 
 In respect of this, I am not sure if 
this effect holds in translation. I believe 
the translator is sincere in his desire to 
present the work accurately. The books’ 
English translations certainly do provoke 
a noticeable reaction in me. How much it 
affects others is yet to be seen. As the se-
ries gains popularity more will be known. 
 In this book, Vladimir is his usual 
self, bringing toys, clothes, diapers, baby 
food in convenient cans for his son, all 
of which turns out to be unnecessary. 
The reader sees Anastasia’s philosophy 
in action. Not only child-rearing, family 
life and education, but also attitude 
toward nature including animals, birds 
and vegetation is covered. 
 Her grove in the taiga is her Space 
of Love and she outlines how we can all 
create a space of love for ourselves. 
 It starts in our dreams and our 
hearts. The individual human ability to 
hold all information and history of crea-
tion is also introduced. 
 Anastasia is firm in her contention 
that technology has taken many abilities 
from mankind, such as far-sight, healing 
and much else. 
 We currently view these lost abili-

ties as paranormal, but once everyone 
had them. Is there a way to retrieve 
these abilities?
 Book Four, Co-Creation, is almost a 
master-class in alternative history and 
the spiritual education of mankind. 
 Vladimir is still with Anastasia in the 
taiga and she imparts the purpose and 
unfolding of the Divine Plan. Adam and 
Eve all over again, but with a startling 
difference. 
 I found this volume to be harder to 
read despite the increasing sophistica-
tion of the writing. I may have reached 
my current level of ‘readiness’ to absorb 
this very important information. 
 Vladimir experiences other creations, 
other planets, and other plans. The dif-
ference between imaginative thinking and 
destructive thinking is outlined. 
 Much of modern conflict is, of 
course, destructive thinking. This can 
emanate from the very basic human 
unit, the family, right up to nations. 
Anastasia shows how we can change 
our attitude and start to correct the 
things in our life that cause suffering. It 
begins in the garden… 
 She suggests designs for creating Kin’s 
Domains and schools which are self sus-
taining. I know many people are now using 
these suggestions to wonderful effect. 
 The inside covers of the books show 
photos and paintings of already existing 
Kin’s Domains and schools in Russia. In 
this book be prepared for more emo-
tional reactions.
 Within the series are many important 
sources of information for our develop-
ment as a race and as a planet. All will 
have an appeal to people as they become 
ready. As the old saying goes, “when the 
student is ready, the teacher appears.” 
 Some initiatory triggers may take a 
fictional form, such as James Redfield’s 
Celestine series and T. Lobsang Rampa’s 
The Third Eye series. Some are to help 
us appreciate the beauty of the Earth 
and the need to love and preserve it, 
such as Masaru Emoto’s Hidden Mes-
sages in Water series. 
 One of Russia’s gifts to the world in 
the twentieth century was the amazing 
power and love of Nicholas and Helena 
Roerich. 
 The Ringing Cedars of Russia series 
is the latest. For you who are ready, 
you will feel the effect of these amazing 
books. You may even hear Anastasia 
speak to you. I did.

– Jennifer Hoskins
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A Confucian-Daoist Millennium? is pro-
vocative. The title is based on the judge-
ment that 200 years of Anglo-American 
global dominance may be coming to an 
end. It uses this central idea to explore 
the forces that may restore East Asian 
communities to a leading global position 
over the long-term. Recent research 
suggests these Confucian-Daoist com-
munities held such a role in trade and 
technology for several millennia until 
the early 19th century.
 From this perspective the book 
initially questions fundamental Western 
certainties deriving from Jerusalem, 
Athens and Rome before it advances 
evaluations of ten central Confu-
cian-Daoist organising mythologies. It 
details ways in which these offer major 
challenges to contemporary Western 
understanding of the emerging global 
community.
 The book illustrates that East Asian 
spirituality is largely free of the faith, 
dogma and prophets that have come 
to be associated with the Abrahamaic 
religions, and that East Asian thought is 
suspicious of the West’s reliance on ab-
stract concepts and rational structures. 
Rather, attention is directed to a disci-
plined intuition focused on the natu-
ral world. This has traditionally been 
protective of human health, ecological 
balance and environmental sustainability, 
even in the midst of perhaps the world’s 
most innovative civilisation. 
 Some of the book’s contentions 
invite dispute, but readers will find 
themselves troubled by the evidence 
and references offered in their support. 
Whatever final evaluation is reached 
about particular topics, it is unlikely that 
a serious reader will be untouched by 
the boldness, sweep and relevance of 
the treatment. 
 A Confucian-Daoist Millennium? is a 

challenging read, if for no other reason 
than that it presents an understand-
ing of the world which disputes many 
comforting Western certainties. It 
ranges freely and selectively across four 
thousand years of Eastern and Western 
history, mythology and achievement in 
order to re-evaluate the contemporary 
relevance of a variety of perceived facts. 
Much may be unfamiliar to readers. 
While the book often prefers to offer 
thought provoking evidence rather than 
to draw clear conclusions, certain impli-
cations are hard to avoid. 
 Evidence is gathered from diverse 
perspectives to support the central 
contention that the East Asian region 
has qualities of civilisation that give it 
serious competitive advantages in the 
contemporary global community. These 
qualities include apparently superior 
forms of administration, education, con-
sciousness, change management, holistic 
science and practice in the maintenance 
of physical and spiritual health. Atten-
tion is drawn in passing to the many 
areas where Chinese scientific and 
technological innovation was hundreds, 
if not thousands, of years in advance of 
the West. 
 While much of this will surprise 
many readers, the book anticipates 
such a response. It points out at an 
early stage that John Hobson in The 
Eastern Origins of Western Civilisation has 
remarked that Anglo-American glo-
bal influence benefited from a type of 
intellectual apartheid in extending and 
consolidating its power over the past 
200 years. This followed a period when 
Europe had borrowed extensively from 
the East, particularly China, in ways 
that were critical to the Agrarian and 

Industrial Revolutions and the European 
Enlightenment. 
 It is not denied that this was neces-
sary to advance with conviction the 
virtues first of Christianity, then of the 
Enlightenment, then of one favoured 
ideology or another, and finally today 
of the Anglo-American universal values 
enshrined in the United Nations Char-
ter. These all played important roles in 
constructing today’s global order. At an 
early stage, however, attention is drawn 
to the Viking heritage of many Anglo-
Americans, leaving the lingering ques-
tion whether perhaps today’s universal 
values are little more than a political 
convenience for the victors of the Sec-
ond World War. 
 What are the implications for 
Australia and for Australian readers? If 
the book’s logic is to be followed, most 
Australians today have been affected by 
intellectual apartheid and will therefore 
be surprised by many of the book’s 
contentions, mainly because they have 
been educated to disparage such ideas. 
Readers will wish to make up their own 
minds on such matters. There is little 
question, however, that all Australians 
who seek to develop commercial inter-
ests anywhere in the East Asian region 
cannot afford to be too confident in any 
assumed cultural or political superiority 
vis-à-vis their host societies.
 The purpose of the book’s critique 
of a contemporary Anglo-American 
order is constructive. It seeks out an 
assessment of the contest in the global 
marketplace between what is advanced 
as a declining Anglo-American order on 
the one hand and an ascendant Confu-
cian-Daoist region on the other. The 
decline-ascent demarcation may not be 
believed but it is also not implausible.
 A major purpose of the book ap-
pears to be a wake-up call. It is to send 
a warning to Anglo-American politi-
cal leaders, government officials and 
contemporary commentators that most 
are flying blind in a world where the 
fundamentals are changing rapidly. 
 Will readers agree with the central 
themes of the book? It will be instruc-
tive to follow the fate of this book and 
to identify the reasons that motivate 
both its champions and its detractors. If 
A Confucian-Daoist Millennium? provokes 
debate and new ways of thinking then it 
has already achieved a great deal.

– Rosita Dellios, Ph.D.



84  NEW DAWN  ■  January-February 2007 www.newdawnmagazine.com

RE VIE WS

tHEY LIED tO US IN 
SUNDAY SCHOOL 
By Ian Ross Vayro

432 pages, paperback

Available from:
Joshua Books, 
PO Box 1668, 
Buddina, QLD 4575, Australia
Tel: 1300 888 221
Fax: (07) 5493 1900
www.joshuabooks.com
Price: $34.95 (inc. p&h)
(see advertisement on page 25)

They Lied to Us in Sunday School is a riv-
eting read which effectively destroys the 
blind spots anyone may have regarding 
the Christian religion. 
 The author, Ian Ross Vayro, has 
studied Classical Ancient history and 
Archaeology and has personal experi-
ences with the Christian Church and a 
lifetime interest in Theology. 
 He writes as one who asks ques-
tions that most Christians would not 
entertain by themselves. By that I mean 
more than one or two questions. 
 There is a plethora of material here 
requiring answers and Vayro leads us 
through to many surprising and satisfac-
tory results.
 The book begins by asking twenty 
questions surrounding the popular 
paradigms of Jesus and the scriptures 
then goes on to enlarge the argument 
of ‘valid myths’ in existence within the 
church, dealing with everything from 
Adam and Eve in the Garden to the no-
tion of Jesus as a Saviour, to the idea of 
who or what God is. 

 He does so in an often humorous 
style, yet never failing to bring his points 
across strongly. One is left wonder-
ing why these questions have not been 
asked by mainstream followers and ex-
actly how blind one's faith would need 
to be in order to give allegiance to such 
ideology.
 Quotes from the Bible are amply 
used to show what a contradictory 
document it is, and Vayro continually 
challenges his readers to re-evaluate 
what they have been told by the Church 
which in many cases is not scriptural 
anyway. 
 “They Lied to Us,” he proclaims as 
he continues to very capably demolish 
bulwarks of the Christian faith by citing 
their mistranslations, origins and evolu-
tion. 
 He uses statements from history 
and supporting contemporary literature 
with copious bibliography in order to 
support his stance, and shows he is 
certainly well versed with his subject. 
 In fact, he has an encyclopaedic 
knowledge of the Bible and its history 
that really is a joy to read.
 It is not the sort of book one would 
read if one wants to remain happy and 
content with the Christian religion for 
it will challenge the tenets held sacred. 
Yet I would suggest every single Chris-
tian should read this book. 
 If one desires to peruse Christianity 
with an open mind and is not afraid of 
the truth, then Ian Ross Vayro provides 
answers to all the essential questions 
that must be asked of a true adherent 
to the faith. 
 I have no doubt you will laugh and 
cry depending on your standpoint for 
the revelations are sudden and continu-
ous. 
 During many years of my ministry I 
could not reconcile the tribal, jealous, 
angry, vengeful god of the Old Testa-
ment with the One who is uncondi-
tional love and who Jesus claimed to be 
his father. 
 Until I realised that my faith was 
indeed blind I never began to ques-
tion. So, one question leads to another 
and another. You will find many of the 
answers within the covers of this book. 
 They Lied to Us in Sunday School gives 
us the promise of more really good stuff 
to come from this author and I person-
ally can’t wait.

– Jim Christian 
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Follow Laura Knight-Jadczyk down the rabbit hole,
exploring the bumpy twists and turns of the past in
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 - a book exploring the causes
and realities of our inner

states of being as we
experience them now, albeit
dimly, and as we will fully
experience them when our
physical faculties are no

longer a hindrance.  For we
are part of an eternal spiritual
cosmos in which we each have

a unique role to fulfil.  The
more we prepare now for our
soul’s journey now, the more

contentment we will feel in life
despite the struggles.

* * You could do so too! * *

This book was written 250
years ago by scientist and
Christian mystic, Emanuel
Swedenborg, resulting from
his many years exploring the
spiritual dimension.  His
writings have lead many to
pursue a spiritual pathway in
life and to discover the truth
that Heaven and Hell are inner
spiritual states we are dealing
with all the time. 

o O o
We offer this 400 page book,

Heaven and Hell 
by Swedenborg at the 

Special Price of $10
(normally $24) plus $5 postage. 

o O o
Obtain your copy by sending
your name and address, with a
cheque/money order or credit
card details to:

SWEDENBORG CENTRE (NDJ)
1 Avon Road

NORTH RYDE, 2113

or phone Liz/Neville on 02 9888
1066 quoting your credit card
details. Money-back guarantee.

www.swedenborg.com.au
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Where did you come from? Have you 
lived before? There is evidence that you 
have. 
 The belief in past lives has been 
suppressed at times, especially by those 
who had a vested interest in forgetting 
what they had done or been. However, 
despite any skepticism, the conviction 
that a man doesn’t really die but is 
reincarnated and lives again in another 
body is one of the oldest and most con-
stant religious beliefs in man’s history. 
 Reincarnation means occupation by 
the soul of a new body after the death 
of the former body. The word comes 
from Latin, meaning literally “taking on 
flesh again.” This definition has been dis-
torted and complicated over time, but 
the original and correct meaning of the 
word is simply “to take on a new body.” 
 From the ancient Egyptian to the 
present-day Buddhist, from the classic 
Greek philosopher to the modern reli-
gious scholar, the belief in the immor-
tality of the soul has endured. 
 Reincarnation was a fundamental 
belief in the Roman Catholic Church 
until 553 A.D. when a company of 
Catholic church officials decided the 
belief could not exist. They held a 
meeting, without the Pope present, and 
issued orders which resulted in all ref-
erences to reincarnation being removed 
from the Bible. Since that time, though 
many Christian scholars and teachers 
have still held the conviction that the 
soul lives on in a new body after death, 
the belief in past lives has been officially 
denied in the Christian religion. 
 The strange idea that man lives 
but once has also been propagated 
by the basic theories of psychiatry, 
which teach that “man is nothing but 
an animal.” But despite any opposition, 
the fundamental knowledge that man 
has lived before and shall live again has 
persisted through the ages. 
 In 1950, L. Ron Hubbard, renowned 

author and philosopher, made an 
incredible breakthrough which opened 
the door to being able to actually recall 
past lives. In researching the mind and 
human spirit, he found that many of 
the problems and illnesses that people 
suffer from in the present stem from 
painful experiences in the past, and he 
developed precise techniques by which 
one could effectively recall such experi-
ences and handle them. Many people 
applied these techniques to improve 
conditions in their lives, and in doing so, 
past lives soon presented themselves. 
 Continuing his research, Mr. Hub-
bard found that if past life experiences 
where not handled or acknowledged 
just as the experiences from the 
person’s present life, the person would 
not recover. And, when people were 
permitted to recall their past lives, 
full knowledge of them brought about 
not only miraculous recovery but also 
marked improvement in the person’s 
spiritual well-being. 
 As a result of L. Ron Hubbard’s 
breakthroughs on the subject of past 
life recall, it is now accepted and popu-
lar to have awareness of one’s past. 
More and more is being discovered 
about man’s existence through recall of 
experiences in former lives. 
 This book contains forty-one 
fascinating case histories from a 1958 
experiment in which the actuality of 
past lives was scientifically explored. 
 It also includes past examples of 
the ease with which a person can 
contact past existences using modern 
techniques, and an essay on the true 
phenomena of death. 
 You are invited to read these ac-
counts and decide for yourself: Have 
you lived before this life? 

© 2006 CSAUSInc. All Rights Reserved. HUBBARD 
is a trademark and service mark owned by Religious 
Technology Center and is used with its permission.
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The Tavistock Institute of Human Relations Bk
Shaping the Moral, Spiritual, Cultural, Political, and Economic

Decline of The United States of America by John Coleman
The Tavistock Institute is the �key� Propaganda Machine, that

specializes in the field of mind control, brainwashing and the like for the purpose
of control and subjugation� Tr2012.
  It has had a profound effect on the moral, spiritual, cultural, political and economic
policies of the United States of America and Great Britain.  It has been in the front line of the
attack on the U.S Constitution and State constitutions.  No group did more to propagandize
the U.S to participate in WWI at a time when the majority of the American people were
opposed to it.

  Much the same tactics were used by the Social Science scientists at Tavistock to get the United States into
WWII, Korea, Vietnam, Serbia and both wars against Iraq.  Tavistock began as a propaganda creating and
disseminating organization at Wellington House in London in the run-up to WWI, what Toynbee called "that black
hole of disinformation." On another occasion Toynbee called Wellington House "a lie factory." From a somewhat
crude beginning, Wellington House evolved into the Tavistock Institute and went on to shape the destiny of
Germany, Russia, Britain, and the United States in a highly controversial manner. The people of these nations
were unaware that they were being "brainwashed." The origin of "mind control," "inner directional conditioning"
and mass "brainwashing" is explained in an easy to understand book written with great authority.
  The fall of dynasties, the Bolshevik Revolution, WWI and WWII saw the destruction of old alliances and
boundaries, the convulsions in religion, morals, family life, economic and political conduct, decadence in music
and art can all be traced back to mass indoctrination (mass brainwashing) practiced by the Tavistock Institute
Social Science scientists. Prominent among Tavistock's faculty were Edward Bernays, the double nephew of
Sigmund Freud.  It is said that Herr Goebbels, Propaganda Minister in the German Third Reich used
methodology devised by Bernays as well as those of Willy Munzenberg, whose extraordinary career is touched
upon in this work about the past, present, and future.  Without Tavistock, there would have been no WWI and
WWII, no Bolshevik Revolution, Korea, Vietnam, Serbia and Iraq wars.  But for Tavistock, the United States would
not be rushing down the road to dissolution and collapse.  (s/c 286pp) A MUST read & great Gift sharing book!

$54.50 Post Paid (Australia)>>> Cheque/Money Order/Amex/Visa/Mastercard/Bankcard
Transformation 2012> P.O Box 68, Sandown Village, Vic. 3171. P/F> 03 9795 2779 W> www.transformation2012.com.au

ACCESS DENIED 
FOR REASONS OF  
NATIONAL SECURITY 

By Cathy O’Brien with  
Mark Phillips

408 pages, paperback

Available from:
Transformation 2012,
PO Box 68, Sandown Village, 
VIC 3171, Australia
Tel/Fax: 03 9795 2779
www.transformation2012.com.au
Price: $55.85 (inc. p&h)

With their lives and liberty on the line, 
Trance Formation was hurriedly con-
densed from courtroom testimony into 
a book form, and privately published by 
the authors in September 1995. 
 Access Denied, For Reasons of Na-
tional Security is the rest of their story. 
This book is an amazing testament to 
the strength of the human spirit and 
one you will never forget as long as 
your thoughts remain free.
 Trance Formation is Cathy O’Brien’s 
documented testimony she provided 

to US courts, US Congress, and the 
United Nations Commission on Human 
Rights Abuses of her existence as a CIA 
MK-Ultra mind control project slave.
 Trance Formation was never intended 
for the public who had no reference for 
understanding mind control, nor was it 
to be considered as a book. Rather, it is 
what it is – a true and to date uncon-
tested document for the US Congres-
sional Permanent Select Committee on 
Intelligence Oversight. 

 Access Denied is a real book of an-
swers, solutions and positive hope for 
all of us. This book was written for eve-
ryone and especially for the thousands 
who have read Trance Formation and 
were left to imagine pertinent details 
that could not be included.
 How did Cathy recover from being 
tortured “out of her mind” until age 30, 
when intelligence insider Mark Phil-
lips triggered and rescued her and her 
daughter Kelly away from their CIA 
operative handler? 
 What are the documented details of 
how Mark and Cathy survived the US 
state, federal and congressional judicial 
gristmill, aptly called the criminal justice 
system?
 Last, but not least, what are the 
facts as to how Mark and Cathy were 
able to survive long enough to globally 
expose the criminal acts of some of the 
most politically powerful people, who 
are still in control of our planet to this 
very day?
 Access Denied is a whistleblowers’ 
living guide to success.

– Michael Desveaux
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tHE SECREt 
HIStORY OF  
tHE WORLD
AND HOW TO  
GET OUT ALIVE

By Laura-Knight Jadczyk

867 pages, paperback

Available from:
www.redpillpress.com.au
Tel: 1800 730 031
(see advertisement on page 84)

Laura-Knight Jadczyk’s book The Secret 
History of the World is a work that 
demands careful reading and contem-
plation. 
 The effort is indeed worthwhile as 
the author, through her own coura-
geous and dedicated research spanning 
many years, provides a compelling 
exposé of the New Age and Human 
Potential movement as a vast COIN-
TELPRO operation where agent pro-
vocateurs from the FBI, CIA, NSA and 
perhaps other alphabet organisations 

have infiltrated everything from holis-
tic health, meditation and ascension-
ist groups, massage and acupuncture 
schools, in order to deliberately steer 
spiritual seekers and holistic health 
practitioners away from the ugly truth. 
 The truth, the author tells us quite 
convincingly, involves extraterrestrial 
entities that have insinuated themselves 

into positions of power and are cur-
rently manipulating world events to 
their own advantage but to the pro-
found detriment of humanity in general. 
 Laura points out that the emer-
gence of the Human Potential move-
ment conveniently coincides with a 
significant increase in UFO sightings and 
the formation of bona fide groups to 
investigate these sightings. 
 Such a corollary makes her ob-
servation of the alien takeover of our 
world using New Age venues as a 
smokescreen quite hard to dismiss in 
this reviewer’s opinion. After all, what 
better distraction from the ET’s evil 
agenda could there be than to encour-
age people to navel gaze, seek ‘peak 
experiences’ and to create their own 
reality?
 I must confess that I’ve encountered 
many of these potential COINTELPRO 
agents in the classes I’ve attended, 
taught and also in one on one sessions 
conducted over the last twenty years 
or so. I’ve also crossed paths with 
similar spooks in the New Age publish-
ing world as well and knew that there 
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W h a t   i s   
N e w   D a w n ?

 The first issue of New Dawn magazine appeared in May 1991 in Melbourne, 
Australia. From humble beginnings New Dawn has expanded into a unique bi-monthly 
publication distributed nationally throughout Australia and New Zealand, with a 
growing international readership. 

 From lost civilisations and ancient wisdom, to secret societies and higher states of 
consciousness, New Dawn is a fascinating blend of history, esotericism, spirituality, 
healing and wellness. Each thought-provoking issue examines the hidden dimensions 
of politics, culture and religion in a non-dogmatic manner.

 New Dawn also offers cutting edge perspectives on world affairs and global trends, 
tackling issues and subjects the corporate controlled press often refuses to touch. 

 New Dawn strives to be unique and relevant while always providing an exciting, 
innovative and distinctive alternative to the mainstream. 

 Today all Establishment media outlets are projections of the conglomerates 
that own them. They propagate the consensus view. New Dawn is a genuinely 
alternative magazine seeking to challenge all forms of social conditioning and thought 
control. Every child is born into a crowd that is already conditioned. The parents 
are conditioned, the teachers are conditioned, the neighbours are conditioned, the 
whole community is conditioned! Born into such a conditioned environment the child 
cannot envisage any other alternative. Awareness is sacrificed to conformity. Existence 
becomes a trap, a cog in the wheel, a prison.

 “It is possible to get out of a trap,” wrote Dr. Wilhelm Reich. 
“However, in order to break out of prison, one must first  

confess to living in a prison.”

was something odd about them, but 
couldn’t effectively articulate what it 
was, other than that they left me feeling 
dizzy, disoriented and feeling drained of 
energy. 
 If I had read something like The 
Secret History of the World when I first 
started doing psychic readings/healing 
nearly twenty years ago, I would have 
been more fully prepared to protect my 
clients, students and myself from these 
assorted con artists, vampires and 
multi-dimensional psychopaths maraud-
ing about. 
 However, I feel quite relieved and 
most grateful that the author has mus-
tered sufficient tenacity and scholarly 
savvy to expose these dark forces hid-
ing under the veneer of calculated bliss/
contentment and what I call New Age 
Correctness (NAC), a form of Political 
Correctness (PC) but with even more 
insidious implications at hand (NAC is 
even more intolerant/fascistic than PC 
in case you haven’t noticed considering 
that any criticism at all directed to-
wards them is strictly forbidden). 
 Fortunately, Knight-Jadczyk tran-

scends such pathetic interference and 
provides us with the much needed tools 
to enhance our perceptions so that we 
can know first hand, whether or not we 
are being manipulated by COINTELPRO 
agents and make informed decisions 
when seeking out alternative therapies 

or spiritual groups to affiliate with.
 The author’s command of factual 
knowledge and remarkable ability to 
synthesise information makes The Secret 
History of the World most exhilarating 
all throughout its eight hundred plus 
pages. 
 If you are looking for a deep and 
thorough inquiry into such things as the 
Grail legends, Gothic Cathedrals, proof 
of Dinosaur/Human interactions, the 
skinny on Saint-Germaine, Organic Por-
tals who can mimic our subtle bodies 
(chakras) and keep us trapped on the 
plane of self satisfied illusion, the Ark of 
the Covenant, Atlantis, Neanderthals 
and the mercurially allusive alchemist 
Fulcanelli, I suggest that you thoroughly 
peruse this timely and hyper-dimen-
sionally relevant book. 
 Doing so will significantly heighten 
your perceptions, strengthen your 
aura and enable you to instantly spot 
the myriads of New Age moles lurking 
about in the spiritual marketplace, using 
a love and light spin to hide themselves 
behind.

– Jaye Beldo

“If I had read something like 

The Secret History of the 

World when I first started 

doing psychic readings/heal-

ing nearly twenty years ago, 

I would have been more 

fully prepared to protect my 

clients, students and myself 

from these assorted con 

artists, vampires and multi-

dimensional psychopaths 

marauding about. ”




