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The main stories... 2 news 

What happened  
Russia took a step closer to a full-blown invasion of 
eastern Ukraine this week, warning that a military 
crackdown on pro-Russia separatists there would 
constitute “an attack on the Russian Federation.” The 
threat came as Ukrainian troops renewed attempts 
to oust pro-Russia rebels from towns and buildings 
in the Donetsk and Luhansk regions, following the 
discovery of the body of a local politician who had 
been tortured and killed. The separatists had refused 
demands set out in the Geneva accord—signed by 
Russia and Western nations last week—to end their 
occupation of government buildings in return for 
immunity from prosecution. Drawing parallels with 
the invasion of Georgia in 2008, Russian Foreign Minister Sergei 
Lavrov said that if “Russian interests” in Ukraine were attacked, 
his country would “certainly respond.”
 
The U.S. and the interim Ukrainian government charged that the 
“little green men” leading the insurgency—militants wearing green 
uniforms with no insignia, and their faces covered by balaclavas—
were Russian special forces soldiers sent by President Vladimir 
Putin to destabilize the region. The U.S. State Department said 
these men’s weapons, bulletproof vests, and ribbons all were those 
of Russian soldiers, and released photographs of rebels in Donetsk 
bearing a striking resemblance to Russian special forces soldiers 
photographed in previous separatist rebellions in Crimea and 
Georgia. During a two-day visit to Kiev, U.S. Vice President Joe 
Biden threatened Moscow with further sanctions, and called on 
Russia to “stop supporting men hiding behind masks.” 

What the editorials said 
The Geneva agreement merely advanced Putin’s “strategic objec-
tives,” said The Wall Street Journal. That supposed peace deal 
didn’t even mention the May 25 election for a new Ukrainian 
government, which Putin is determined to undermine. No wonder 
Putin has started referring to southeast Ukraine as “Novorossiya” 
(“New Russia”). The cunning strongman sees the West respond-
ing with only “token” military gestures, weak economic sanctions, 
and “pleading” diplomacy.
 
There can be no doubt that Putin is “determined to see the new 

Ukraine fail,” said The Economist. Mindful of 
potential unrest back home, he wants to show Rus-
sians that pro-European demonstrations like the 
one that toppled former Ukrainian President Viktor 
Yanukovych will be crushed. To keep Putin from 
even more outrageous behavior, the U.S. and Europe 
need to unite behind a broad visa ban on power-
ful Russians, and cut Russia off from using dollars, 
euros, and British pounds—a step that would have 
“devastating” effects on its economy. 

What the columnists said 
Putin has reinvented the art of invasion, said Anne 
Applebaum in Slate.com. Rather than send thou-

sands of troops over the border, he’s seizing control of eastern 
Ukraine with small numbers of special forces troops and military 
intelligence officers, who are directing local pro-Russia thugs and 
criminals. The West will probably see it as a victory if Russia 
doesn’t formally annex Ukraine, said seth Mandel in Commentary 
Magazine.com. But that’s not Putin’s aim. “Taking on more terri-
tory is costly,” especially since Ukraine’s economy is in tatters. The 
Russian leader would much prefer to install his corrupt cronies in 
autonomous regions, and “control Ukrainian governance while 
essentially charging Kiev rent.”
 
Since no one wants a military confrontation with Russia, President 
Obama is adopting the Cold War strategy of “containment,” said 
Peter Baker in The New York Times. He’s hoping that “while Putin 
seems for now to be enjoying the glow of success,” he will soon 
discover how his adventures in his near abroad have damaged 
Russia’s economy. If the results are recession and serious depriva-
tion, ordinary Russians may turn on their new czar.
 
Russia is already paying a steep price for Putin’s ambitions, said 
Ilan Berman in The Wall Street Journal. About $51 billion in 
capital has fled the country in the first quarter of 2014, and the 
Moscow stock index has dropped 12 percent since Russia invaded 
Crimea. And the government has downgraded this year’s growth 
forecast from 2.5 percent to less than 1 percent. If even deeper 
sanctions are imposed, and foreign investors abandon Russia, it 
will become more and more difficult for Putin—and Russians—to 
“ignore the real-world price” of his aggression.
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Locals, or Russians?

■■ Just days after a fire destroyed their home, a Connecticut 
couple were happily married, using a ring that survived the 
blaze. Megan Hunley and Brian Osborne were forced to flee 
the fire without any of their belongings, including a diamond 
ring that Osborne had recently purchased. A firefighter sifting 

through the rubble found 
the undamaged ring 
inside its melted box. 
The two were married in 
front of their scorched 
home, wearing the same 
sweatpants and T-shirts 
in which they fled the 
flames. “After everything 
we’ve been through, why 
wait?” said Osborne. 
“You don’t need a pretty 
dress or a nice tuxedo.”

■■When a Muslim man from 
British Columbia boarded a 
bus on his way home from 
the local mosque, he noticed 
a barefoot passenger whom 
the other riders were avoiding. 
He promptly removed his own 
shoes and socks and offered 
them to the man, then got off 
the bus just a few stops later. 
“I felt bad for the guy,” said 
the 27-year-old, who asked not 
to be identified since Islam 
teaches that acts of charity 
should remain anonymous. “I 
was only about a two-minute 
walk from home, so I thought I 
could give him my shoes.”

■■A pair of 7-year-olds in Texas man-
aged to thwart a would-be carjacker. 
Twins Luis and Lucius Lozada were 
in the car along with their infant 
brother in their parents’ driveway. 
When their mother stepped away, 
the thief jumped in and took off. The 
boys immediately attacked, pounding 
the man with kicks and a toy snake 
and forcing him to pull over and let 
them out. The three boys were soon 
reunited with their parents. “They 
got the snake yesterday,” said their 
mother, Lucia. “I didn’t want to buy it 
for them, but I guess God knew that 
He was going to use it today.”

It wasn’t all bad

Hunley, Osborne: Fireproof love

  



... and how they were covered
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The personal is the political, so it is said, and every week brings 
new proof of this maxim’s truth. A year ago, conservative attorney 
Charles Cooper appeared before the U.S. Supreme Court to argue in 

favor of California’s ban on gay marriage. Today, Cooper—a self-described constitutional “original-
ist” who served in the Reagan administration—is planning his stepdaughter Ashley’s marriage 
to “a lovely young woman named Casey.” Ashley’s happy, Cooper explained, noting, “My views 
evolve on issues like this the same as other people’s do.” Exactly so. Just consider the example of 
Dick Cheney, a man not known for warm and fuzzy liberal sentiments. After his lesbian daughter, 
Mary, married her partner in 2012, Cheney pronounced himself “delighted.” When your gay chil-
dren, siblings, cousins, and friends come out, you just want them to be happy, like anyone else.
   Decades ago, I saw my father go through a similar evolution. A conservative World War II vet, 
he pretended not to know my brother Byron was gay, and uneasily kept his distance from my 
brother’s dedicated partner. Then, at the height of the AIDS epidemic, Byron fell gravely ill. All 
reservations fell away; my dad literally took Byron in his arms and carried him into a hospital. For 
the next year, he, my mom, and Byron’s partner, Johnny, became a seamless team devoted to my 
brother’s care and comfort. At the memorial service, Dad fung his arm over Johnny’s shoulder 
and mixed with a room full of gay men, sharing stories about my brother, laughing with them, 
hugging them, crying. They loved Byron, and so did he, and nothing else mattered. That’s the 
power of love: It’s always what matters most.

THE WEEK

Promoting his promised strategic “pivot to Asia,” 
President Obama this week embarked on a tour of 
Japan, South Korea, Malaysia, and the Philippines. 
The weeklong trip is meant both to reassure allies 
that the U.S. supports them in territorial disputes with 
China and to push the proposed Trans-Pacific Part-
nership, a U.S.-led trade pact that excludes China. On 
the first stop, Japan, Obama met with Prime Minister 
Shinzo Abe, and declared that a group of uninhabited 
islands in the East China Sea claimed by both Tokyo 
and Beijing “fall within the scope” of a U.S.-Japanese 
security treaty, meaning that the U.S. might intervene 
militarily if there’s a clash over the archipelago.

Obama is arriving in Asia at a tense time, said the Chicago Tribune 
in an editorial. China is bullying its neighbors and trying to grab 
new land, while North Korea appears to be readying a new nu-
clear missile test. The U.S. might be busy confronting Russia’s re-
newed aggression in Ukraine, but it’s Obama’s “task to convince 

Asians that our capacity and resolve” to protect our allies in the 
region are undiminished.

The president is all talk and no action, said Kathleen 
Hennessey and Christi Parsons in the Los Angeles 
Times. Obama announced that the U.S. would start 
turning to Asia, and away from its wars in the Mid-
dle East, back in 2011. But the promised redeploy-
ment of warships and troops has been “incremental, 
and limited by Pentagon budget cuts,” while talks 
over a trade deal have gone nowhere. 

It’s clear that Obama raised expectations of a pivot 
“too high and too fast,” said BloombergView.com. 
But that doesn’t mean the pivot should be scrapped; 

it just needs to be more economic in nature. The Asian market is 
vital to the U.S.: We already export 50 percent more to Asia than 
to Europe. The administration should focus on cultivating “exper-
tise in Asian politics, economics, and languages” across the govern-
ment and American society. But that’s a long-term project that can’t 
be accomplished on a single presidential visit. 

The Supreme Court dealt a major blow to affirmative action this 
week by voting 6–2 to uphold Michigan’s ban on using race-
based preferences in state university admissions. Michigan’s vot-
ers scrapped the awarding of college places on the basis of race 
and sex in 2006, through a constitutional amendment known as 
Proposal 2. The 6th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals overturned 
the initiative in 2012, ruling that it violated the 14th Amend-
ment’s equal protection clause. Writing the majority opinion this 
week, Justice Anthony Kennedy said Michigan voters approved 
the ban in order to avoid race-based resentment, and that it was 
“demeaning” to the democratic process to revoke their decision. 
But in a blistering 58-page dissent, Justice Sonia Sotomayor ac-
cused the conservative justices of being “out of touch with real-
ity” and wanting to “wish away, rather than confront, the racial 
inequality that exists in our society.” 

Racial equality is the loser in this case, said Derrick Jackson in 
The Boston Globe. Black enrollment at the University of Michi-
gan has plunged 30 percent since affirmative action was banned. 
That initiative didn’t give minority students an unfair advantage 

over their white peers—it simply made up for the “historical dis-
crimination and disadvantage” they face. The deck was already 
stacked against black students. Now thanks to the Supreme 
Court’s decision, it’s “stacked permanently.” 

Actually, this ruling was a victory for common sense, said Ron 
Christie in TheDailyBeast.com. A decisive 58 percent of Michigan 
voters agreed in 2006 that using affirmative action to counter-
act racial inequality was divisive and unnecessary—and they were 
right. Colleges should judge prospective students not “on their 
skin color, but on their record of achievement.” Michigan officials 
should now focus on the “root problems” of inequality, like the 
“failing schools” many minority students attend before college. 

This is just the beginning for affirmative action opponents, said 
John Cassidy in NewYorker.com. They will now try to enact 
similar bans in other states, and might even attack race-based 
programs “in other areas, such as hiring employees.” The Su-
preme Court has made its own position clear: If individual 
states want to scrub out laws that counter America’s long his-
tory of racial discrimination, well, “that’s fine by them, and 
perfectly constitutional.”

Obama’s outreach to Asia

A defeat for affirmative action
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Controversy of the week4 news 

Bundy: Is the defiant rancher a conservative hero?
“It could have been a catastrophe,” said Alex 
Altman in Time.com. Hundreds of heavily 
armed, anti-government protesters took up 
sniper positions last week behind barricades 
and pointed their weapons at federal officials 
who’d come to seize 400 cattle at an arid 
ranch in Bunkerville, Nev. The armed rebels 
were nursing “a seemingly bottomless grudge 
against the government,” with some vow-
ing to use women as human shields should a 
firefight break out. To avert another Waco or Ruby Ridge, federal 
officials backed down—which Fox News, Tea Party leaders, and 
some other conservatives celebrated as a great victory. Their hero 
is one Cliven Bundy, 68, an ornery desert rancher who owes the 
federal government $1 million in unpaid fees and fines for grazing 
his cattle on public land over the last two decades. Bundy refuses 
to pay or surrender some cattle as compensation, despite losing 
multiple court challenges. He insists that the federal government 
has no authority over Nevada’s land. Imagine if hundreds of Black 
Panthers pointed guns at cops trying to carry out a lawful evic-
tion in the inner city, said Timothy egan in NYTimes.com. “Do 
you think right-wing media would be cheering the outlaws?” 
Something’s seriously wrong when conservatives cheer on “the 
worst of the gun-waving far right.”
 
The merits of Bundy’s legal case are “beside the point,” said eli 
Federman in USA Today. For those rallying to his side in person 
and around the country, this was about standing with a fel-
low citizen against the might of the federal government, whose 
agents came for Bundy’s cows equipped with military aircraft 
and sniper teams. As for Bundy himself, said Kevin williamson in 
NationalReview.com, his family has been grazing this land back to 

the 1800s. He understandably feels that he 
shouldn’t have to pay grazing fees to a federal 
government that claims 87 percent of the 
land in Nevada. Is he breaking the law? Yes. 
It’s called “civil disobedience.” He’s refusing 
to follow laws that he feels are unjust, just 
like the “sainted men and women” who har-
bored runaway slaves on the Underground 
Railroad, and Mohandas Gandhi resisting 
British oppression in India.

What a ludicrous comparison, said Danny Vinik in NewRepublic 
.com. Gandhi used nonviolent protest to fight for basic human 
rights for all his countrymen. Bundy is fighting for his own right to 
use public land for free and cheat taxpayers. Let’s be honest about 
the subtext of this fight—the contempt many conservatives have 
for President Obama. The angry Right has convinced itself that 
Obama is an illegitimate president running a “lawless” administra-
tion which has “usurped authority.” If the White House is occu-
pied by a tyrant, then armed rebels are the good guys, right?

Bundy’s supporters may all be conservatives, said Travis Kavulla 
in NationalReview.com, but all conservatives do not support him. 
By refusing to pay the grazing fees neighboring cattlemen pay 
without complaint, Bundy’s essentially “squatting” on public land. 
He’s nothing more than “a right-wing version of the dreadlocked 
freegan who sets up living quarters in an abandoned building.” 
Bundy may use the rhetoric of liberty, said WeeklyStandard.com in 
an editorial, “but no conservative would pick and choose the laws 
he intends to obey, defy the rest, and challenge the rule of democ-
racy with guns.” The people who took up arms to defend him are 
“a mob,” and “Cliven Bundy is no hero of any kind.”

Only in America

■■■ The mayor of Marionville, 
Mo., was forced to resign 
after expressing agreement 
with the anti-Semitic views 
of Frazier Glenn Miller, a 
KKK leader recently charged 
with murdering three people 
at two Jewish community 
centers. “Kind of agreed with 
him on some things,” Mayor 
Dan Clevenger told a TV 
interviewer, adding that “cor-
porations run by Jews” are 
“destroying us.”

■■■ A South Carolina construc-
tion worker was fired and hit 
with a $525 fine for “theft of 
government property” after 
failing to pay 89 cents for a 
soda refill. Christopher Lewis 
said he didn’t know he had to 
pay extra for his second cup 
at the VA Medical Center in 
Charleston, where he worked. 
“I never had the option to 
make right what I had done 
wrong,” he said.

Boring but important

Campaign lying law

The Supreme Court this 
week expressed skepticism 
about an Ohio state law that 
criminalizes lying during 
political campaigns. The law is 
being challenged by the anti-
abortion-rights group Susan 
B. Anthony List, which was 
prevented by the state election 
commission from running an 
ad accusing pro-life Democrat-
ic Ohio Rep. Steve Driehaus 
of voting for “taxpayer-funded 
abortion” through his support 
of the Affordable Care Act. 
Though the Supreme Court is 
considering only whether Su-
san B. Anthony List can chal-
lenge the law, a majority of 
the justices expressed doubt 
that the state election commis-
sion should decide whether 
political speech is false or not. 
Justice Antonin Scalia likened 
that to an Orwellian “ministry 
of truth.”

Meb Keflezighi, who became the first American in 31 years to 
win the Boston Marathon, finishing the men’s race in just over 2 
hours and 8 minutes. He dedicated his victory to the victims and 
survivors of last year’s marathon bombing, saying the race was 
“not about me, it was about Boston Strong.”

Turning off caps lock, after a British judge ordered a father 
involved in a custody case to stop emailing his children in all capi-
tal letters, because it was the same as shouting. The dad will work 
with a social worker to make his emails more “child-friendly.”

Head starts, after a private school for kids under 2 opened in an 
affluent Manhattan neighborhood, promising to teach such skills as 
“napping” and “self-feeding.” The annual fee: $33,490.

Historical accuracy, after the Great Men Wax Museum of 
China admitted it had agreed to North Korea’s request to add six 
inches to its wax figure of Great Leader Kim Il Sung, who was 
actually 5-foot-2.

The mob, after jailed Mafia boss Giovanni Di Giacomo was 
videoed complaining that mobsters’ monthly income had dropped 
to a “miserable” $7,000, because there were so few businesses to 
extort. Mobsters, he said, might be better off “getting a real job.”

The last drop, after a bear with a large white jar stuck over his 
head staggered down an Ontario street, stumbling into a police car. 
Police sedated and freed the bear, which had tried to get every last 
bit of food from the jar.

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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A Bundy supporter takes aim at the feds.
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West, Texas 
Deadly explosion ‘preventable’: Lack of 
regulatory oversight led to the deadly fer-
tilizer plant explosion that killed 15 peo-
ple and injured 226 in the Texas town of 
West last year, the U.S. Chemical Safety 
Board concluded this week. The agency 
said the incident, which saw an entire 
neighborhood leveled when up to 60 
tons of ammonium nitrate caught fire, 
was caused by the fertilizer company’s 
lack of safety measures and the failure 
of federal, state, and local officials “to 
identify a serious hazard and correct it.” 
The report noted that the fertilizer was 
kept in a wooden warehouse with no 
sprinkler system, that the county had no 
emergency response plan, and that Texas 
didn’t have a fire code. Ammonium 
nitrate is stored at more than 1,300 
facilities around the U.S., with no regula-
tions on how close those plants can be to 
residential areas.

San Jose 
Stowaway defies death: Medical experts 
were left stunned by a teenage stowaway 
who emerged unscathed after flying for 
more than five hours, at altitudes of 
38,000 feet and in temperatures as low as 
minus 80, while hidden in the wheel well 
of a Hawaiian Airlines passenger jet. The 
unnamed 15-year-old hopped the security 
fence at San Jose International Airport last 
week after having a fight with his parents. 
He then climbed up into well 
housing the Boeing 767’s landing 
gear. Hours later, he was found 
staggering around the tarmac at 

Hawaii’s Kahului Airport. Doctors specu-
lated that the runaway endured the frigid 
temperatures and oxygen-depleted alti-
tudes by slipping into a hibernation-like 
state, during which his body’s need for 
oxygen would have dropped drastically 
and his heart slowed to a couple of beats 
a minute. Since 1947, only 25 of 105 
people known to have stowed away on 
planes have survived; the rest succumbed 
to the cold and oxygen deprivation, were 
crushed by landing gear, or fell to their 
deaths. “He must have had the four-leaf 
clover in his hand or something,” said 
aviation expert Jeff Price. Meanwhile, the 
Transportation Security Administration 
said it would review airport security amid 
criticisms that the teenager accessed the 
jet too easily. “I have long been concerned 
about security at our airport perimeters,” 
said Rep. Eric Swalwell (D-Calif.). “[The] 
stowaway teen demonstrates vulnerabili-
ties that need to be addressed.”

Wash
ington, 
D.C.  
Another 
Keystone 
delay: 
The State 
Depart ment 
enraged 
Repub-
licans and 
union leaders last week by once again 
extending the review period for the 
Keystone XL pipeline, postponing a final 
decision on the controversial project 
until after November’s midterm elec-
tions. The Obama administration cited 
a Nebraska Supreme Court case that 
could affect the route of the 1,700-mile 
pipeline, which would carry 830,000 
barrels daily of crude from Alberta, 
Canada, to Texas. But critics accused 
President Obama of punting on the proj-
ect to protect Democrats facing tough 

re-elections in the midterms from 
both anti-Keystone environ-
mentalists and pro-Keystone 

conservatives and union mem-
bers, who argue that the pipeline 
would boost job creation. “This 

is once again politics at its worst,” 
said Terry O’Sullivan, head of the 
Laborers’ International Union. 

Los Angeles 
Hollywood scandal: A Nevada actor 
last week accused X-Men director Bryan 
Singer and three other studio executives 
of participating in a Hollywood sex ring 
and sexually abusing him when he was a 
teen. Michael Egan III, 31, who has filed 
a civil lawsuit for emotional distress, 
battery, and assault, said Singer and the 
three men were part of a “sordid sex 
ring” that “groomed” underage boys, 
offering movie parts and gifts before 
abusing them at a series of drug-fueled 
parties in Los Angeles and Hawaii. 
Egan said he was treated like “a piece 
of meat” and claims he was groped, 
had his head shoved under water, and 
was repeatedly sexually assaulted. The 
director and the three executives have 
vehemently denied the allegations, which 
Singer’s attorney called “completely 
without merit.”

Eddyville, Ky. 
Inmate starves: A 
prison doctor and 
two other staffers at 
the Kentucky State 
Penitentiary have 
been fired after a 
mentally disturbed 
inmate starved him-
self to death. James 
Kenneth Embry, 57, 
who had three years 
left on a nine-year drug sentence, was 
found dead in his cell in Eddyville in 
January. Embry started behaving errati-
cally last spring when he stopped tak-
ing his anti-anxiety medication, and by 
December was refusing most meals. At 
the time of his death five weeks later, the 
6-foot inmate weighed just 138 pounds. 
An internal investigation concluded that 
prison staff had failed to treat his anxi-
ety and suicidal thoughts, and missed 
countless opportunities to intervene. “It’s 
just very, very disturbing,” said attorney 
Greg Belzley, a specialist in inmate rights. 
“How do you just watch a man starve 
to death?”
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Prison tragedy

A high-altitude survivor 

Egan: ‘A piece of meat’

Anti-Keystone protesters
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Paris 
Reporters return: Four French journalists held for 
a year by al Qaida–linked rebels in Syria returned 
home this week after being released by their cap-
tors. The reporters, who were kidnapped in June 
while covering the Syrian war, are being debriefed 
by French intelligence and have said publicly 
only that they were held by “a jihadist group”—
believed to be the Islamic State of Iraq and the 
Levant—and treated poorly. Officials denied pay-
ing ransom to secure the men’s release, but said 

they had met “certain conditions.” A French negotiator told Le 
Monde that the men were held among a group of 35 hostages of 
many nationalities, most of whom had governments or private 
entities negotiating for their release.

Pretoria, South Africa 
Just an act? A prominent South African 
journalist has accused murder defendant 
Oscar Pistorius of taking acting lessons 
to prepare for his trial in the killing of model girlfriend Reeva 
Steenkamp. Jani Allan, a former columnist for the Johannesburg 
Sunday Times, said “extremely reliable sources” told her that the 
double-amputee Olympic runner was being coached by an actor 
friend, who is famous in South Africa. She said on her blog that 
his frequent “mewling and puking” on the stand was a sham. A 
spokeswoman for the Pistorius family said the accusation that he 
had taken acting lessons was “totally devoid of any truth.”

Rio de Janeiro 
slum riot: Anger over the death of a famous dancer sparked a 
riot that left at least one person dead in a Rio de Janeiro slum 
near Copacabana beach this week. Residents torched cars, threw 
bottles, and set off makeshift bombs in a busy avenue in the main 
tourist zone, and when police moved in, gunfire broke out. The 
violence began after locals found the bloodied body of Douglas 
Rafael da Silva Pereira, 25, a dancer on a popular TV show, who 

residents claimed was killed 
after police mistook him for a 
drug dealer. “The police beat 
my friend to death, just like 
they’ve tortured and killed in 
other communities,” said resi-
dent Johanas Mesquita. “This 
effort to pacify the favelas is 
a failure; the police violence is 
only replacing what the drug 
gangs carried out before.”

Havana 
Condom shortage: Cubans are having trouble finding 
condoms. The shortage started in a central province last 
month and has now spread to the suburbs of Havana, 
including an area with a relatively high HIV rate. 
The price for a single condom has risen to $1.30, the 
average daily wage in Cuba. The state-run wholesaler 
Ensume blamed the shortage on the need to repackage 
1 million condoms that were wrongly labeled as expir-
ing in 2012 but are still good through 2014. Officials said they 
would allow pharmacies to sell the mislabeled condoms.

Mexico City 
Farewell to novelist: The presidents of both 
Mexico and Colombia delivered eulogies 
this week at the funeral of Nobel lau-
reate Gabriel García Márquez in Mexico. 
Born and raised in Colombia, Gabo, as he 
was known, lived in Mexico for decades and 
wrote some of his best-known works there, 
including One Hundred Years of Solitude, 
a masterpiece of magical realism. The 
author’s birthplace in Colombia, the town of 
Aracataca, held its own memorial service as 

well, and the country declared three days of mourning. Both cere-
monies featured mourners waving hundreds of yellow paper but-
terflies, a nod to one of the most enduring images from Solitude.

Ottawa 
Richer than Americans: The Canadian middle class 
has now passed the U.S. middle class to be the richest 
in the world. A New York Times analysis found that 
after-tax middle-class incomes in Canada, which were 
well behind those in the U.S. just 15 years ago, caught 
up in 2010 and have now pulled ahead. The U.S. is 
still the richest nation overall, but most of the income 
goes to the wealthiest, while in Canada it is spread 
more evenly. The poorest 20 percent in Canada are 
also better off than the poorest Americans. “The 
idea that the median American has so much more income than 
the middle class in all other parts of the world is not true these 
days,” said Harvard economist Lawrence Katz.
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Kfar Zeita, Syria  
Chlorine attack alleged: The U.S. is investigating reports that 
Syria’s government bombed civilians with deadly chlorine gas, a 
violation of the international ban on chemical weapons. Activists 
in the rebel-held village of Kfar Zeita uploaded video of people 
choking after gas bombs were reportedly dropped from govern-
ment helicopters, and they posted photos online of canisters bear-
ing the chemical symbol for chlorine. They said one child died and 
50 people were injured in the attack. Under a deal reached with 
the U.S. and Russia last year following a deadly sarin gas attack, 
Syria has disposed of more than 86 percent of its chemical weap-
ons stockpile, but chlorine, which has legitimate industrial uses, 
was not specified in that deal.

Bentiu, South Sudan 
Horrific massacre: Rebels have mas-
sacred hundreds of civilians in the South 
Sudanese city of Bentiu in the worst 
atrocity of the young country’s civil war. 
Bodies, including those of children and 

old people, were piled in heaps in a mosque, a church, and other 
buildings all over town. The ethnic Nuer rebels killed all non-Nuer 
they found, egged on by rebel-controlled radio. “Use of hate speech 
via a public radio station to incite violence is a game-changer,” said 
Toby Lanzer, the U.N.’s top official in South Sudan. The fighting 
broke out in December after a political struggle between President 
Salva Kiir, a Dinka, and former Vice President Riek Machar, a 
Nuer, and has now broadened into an ethnic civil war.

Al Lahab, Yemen 
Anti-terror offensive: A large, multi-
day U.S. and Yemeni operation killed 
at least 65 suspected terrorists in 
Yemen this week, near a site where 
some 100 al Qaida militants were 
recently videotaped while meeting. 
U.S. drone strikes targeted a training 
camp and weapons caches, while U.S. 
special operations pilots flew Yemeni 
commandos to a militant compound where a gun battle ensued 
and scores of militants were killed. The Yemen-based branch of al 
Qaida is blamed for a string of plots against Americans, including 
the failed underwear bombing of a U.S.-bound jet in 2009.

Everest Base Camp, Nepal 
sherpas on strike: Nearly the 
entire staff of 400 Sherpa guides 
who risk their lives carrying 
equipment up and down Mount 
Everest quit for the season after 
16 of them died in an avalanche 
last week. “It is just impossible for 
many of us to continue climbing 
while our friends are buried in the 
snow,” said guide Dorje Sherpa. 
The Sherpas grew angry after the Nepalese government offered the 
victims’ families just $400 each in compensation, and they are now 
demanding the government share the proceeds of the multimillion-
dollar Everest industry. Hundreds of foreign climbers who paid 
tens of thousands of dollars each to make the ascent must now 
decide whether to try it without Sherpas or abandon the attempt.

Ramallah, West Bank 
Political alliance: The two rival 

Palestinian parties, Fatah and 
Hamas, agreed this week to try 
to form a unity government, in 
an apparent attempt to present 
a single Palestinian leadership 
to bolster a bid to join the 
U.N. The Palestinian Authority 

led by Mahmoud Abbas of Fatah controls the West Bank, while 
the Islamist militant group Hamas, which has sworn to destroy 
Israel, controls the Gaza Strip. The two groups aim to announce 
a joint government in five weeks and hold elections by year’s end. 
Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu said Abbas was sabo-
taging peace talks. “Does he want peace with Hamas or peace 
with Israel?” he asked. “You can have one but not the other.”

Lingxi, China  
Mob beats cops: Hundreds of furious Chinese battered five so-
called chengguan, officers from a hated national law-enforcement 
agency, in the eastern town of Lingxi this week. The officers had 
been hassling a female street vendor, and when a bystander started 
taking photos of the dispute, the officers attacked him with a 
hammer. Passersby then turned on the officers. Pictures and video 
posted on the Internet show the crowd punching the officers, 
hurling bricks, and stamping on them, shouting, “Kill them! Kill 
them!” The incident went viral on Chinese social media. The 
chengguan are responsible for enforcing city regulations in areas 
such as commerce and sanitation.
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Fatah and Hamas reunited

A mother grieves for her Sherpa son.

Rebel atrocity

Smashed by an airstrike
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Spader’s controlling nature 
James Spader truly is an oddball, said Andrew 
Goldman in Rolling Stone. Known for playing 
a series of villains and weirdos in both film and 
television, the intense actor, 54, was considered 
so creepy in his audition for the ’80s Brat Pack 
movie Pretty in Pink that the casting director 
had to overcome his strong, visceral dislike of 
Spader before offering him a role. Today, writ-

ers working on Spader’s projects have to deal with his intense 
daily phone calls about details in the script and plotlines. “I have 
very, very strong obsessive-compulsive issues,” Spader admits. “It 
manifests in obsessive attention to detail, and fixation. It serves 
my work very well. But I’m not very easygoing.” He’s just as con-
trolling in his family life: The actor has meticulously planned his 
number of offspring so that he doesn’t add to the world popula-
tion. He has a 5-year-old son with actress Leslie Stefanson, and 
two from a previous marriage. “I believe in a negative population 
growth,” he explains. “The other two were with another mother, 
so we have three boys who will replace all three of us.” Spader’s 
own childhood was extremely liberal and full of sexual experi-
mentation, which perhaps explains why he ended up playing a 
series of kinky leading men. “Our household was very comfort-
able with sexuality,” says Spader. “There was just a lot of girls 
around. And guys. I played doctor with both.”

Oliver’s gangster past 
John Oliver can’t quite believe how quickly his life has changed, 
said Marisa Guthrie in The Hollywood Reporter. The British 
comedian, who now has his own show on HBO, had never even 
been to America before he flew over to audition for The Daily 
Show in 2006. Until then, he’d been living in a “terrible flat in 
south London with blood in the stairwell,” answering the phone 
for a criminal who sold stolen kitchen equipment. “The phone 
would ring, and a guy would say, ‘Is Jim there?’ says Oliver. “I 
said, ‘I’ve been told to say he isn’t.’ He said, ‘All right, tell him, if 
he doesn’t call me back by this evening, I’m going to come down 
there and cut his throat. Did you write that down? Read it back 
to me.’” Oliver’s first day at The Daily Show was markedly more 
glamorous. Standing onstage to deliver his first bit, Oliver found 
himself staring at Harry Potter author J.K. Rowling. “She’s just 
sitting there in the front row,” says Oliver. “There is basically the 
modern queen of England.” Backstage, Rowling congratulated 
him and gave him a hug. “It was a very bizarre first day.”

Sheryl Sandberg isn’t backing down, said Emma Brockes in The 
Guardian (U.K.). Critics have assailed the premise of her exhor-

tation for women to “Lean In” at the workplace, arguing that 

the Facebook executive—one of only 172 female billionaires in 

the world—couldn’t possibly understand the lives of ordinary 

women. “I have more resources that other people don’t have—

there’s no question about that,” Sandberg concedes. But she says 

that she and her husband, who have two children, face a univer-

sal challenge. “The issue of who does more, men or women, is 

pertinent for everyone,” she says. “At every income level, in every 

country, the men always have more leisure.” Women’s guilt, she 

says, is often the deciding factor. “Of course women feel more 

guilty, because we don’t expect men to do stuff for other people. 

We assume women should do more.” The question that drives 

her crazy is “‘How do you do it all?’” Men, she notes, “aren’t 

asked, ‘Do you have nannies, a cook?’ My husband has never 

been asked. [LinkedIn CEO] Jeff Weiner has never been asked. I 

am asked that all the time.”
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Sandberg’s response to her critics

■■ Lindsay Lohan has revealed that she 
suffered a miscarriage during the film-
ing of her reality TV show on Oprah 
Winfrey’s OWN network. The 27-year-
old dropped the bombshell in the 
final episode of the docuseries, 
which follows the troubled actress 

as she struggles to recover from 
addiction to alcohol and drugs 
and revive her ailing Hollywood 
career. Defending herself from 
claims that she turned up to re-
cordings hours late, Lohan at first 
blamed her behavior on a chest 
cold, before breaking into tears 
and admitting, “No one knows 
this...I had a miscarriage for those 

two weeks that I took off. It was a very long 

story.” Lohan didn’t name the father, but did 

confess in an interview with Kode magazine 

that she was seeing a married man. “Oh, 

this guy I’m seeing sent me a jet because 

he wants to see me,” she said, “but he’s 

married with kids.” Lohan later charged that 

Kode fabricated an allegation that she was 

drinking during the interview.  

■■Has Tom Cruise finally gotten a date? The 

divorced actor has been secretly seeing fel-

low Scientologist actor Laura Prepon for the 

last five months, says the New York Post. 
Prepon, 34, who stars in the Netflix prison 

comedy Orange Is the New Black, hangs 

out in the same Hollywood Scientologist 

social group as actor John Travolta and wife 

Kelly Preston, and is already a follower of 

the controversial religion. That’s in stark 

contrast to Cruise’s ex-wife Katie Holmes, 

who filed for divorce in 2012, at least partly 

to protect their daughter Suri from Scientol-

ogy. Cruise’s representatives deny any rela-

tionship with Prepon, and “an insider” told 

Us Weekly, “They see each other at some 

functions, but they are not dating.” 

■■ Richard Gere and Top Chef host Padma 
Lakshmi are an item, says the New York 
Post. The actor, 64, is divorcing his second 

wife, Carey Lowell, after 11 years of mar-

riage, and met Lakshmi, 43, while filming 

a movie in New York. Lakshmi, a former 

model, was married to author Salman Rush-

die for three years, and then had a relation-
ship with billionaire Teddy Forstmann that 
lasted until his death in 2011.  

  



What is this referendum about?  
On Sept. 18, Scots will be asked to say 
yes or no to a simple question: “Should 
Scotland be an independent country?” If 
a majority back independence, Scotland 
would exit its centuries-old political 
union with England, Wales, and Northern 
Ireland, taking with it nearly 10 percent 
of the United Kingdom’s population 
and one third of its landmass. The pro-
independence campaign, led by the left-
leaning Scottish National Party, says the 
referendum offers a “once in a generation” 
opportunity for Scots to break free from 
the British Parliament, which the SNP contends is indifferent to 
Scotland. “[A yes vote is] a vote for a government in Scotland 
that the people of Scotland choose, pursuing policies the people of 
Scotland support,” said SNP leader Alex Salmond, the first minis-
ter of Scotland’s semiautonomous Parliament. But pro-union cam-
paigners warn that a tiny, independent Scotland—there are 5.3 
million Scots in a U.K. population of 63 million—would struggle 
in a global economy dominated by the U.S., China, and other 
populous nations. “The plain fact is,” said British Prime Minister 
David Cameron, “we matter more in the world together.”

How long has Scotland been seeking independence?  
Some Scots have wanted to go it alone ever since their country 
signed the 1707 Act of Union with England, which centralized 
political power in London’s Parliament. Poet Robert Burns con-
demned the act’s Scottish signatories as being “bought and sold 
for English gold,” saying they had betrayed the legacy of national 
heroes William Wallace and Robert the Bruce, who fought English 
domination in the 1300s. But Scotland thrived as part of Great 
Britain. Scottish soldiers, engineers, and merchants played leading 
roles in building the British Empire, and Edinburgh and Glasgow 
became global centers of finance and industry. Yet Scottish nation-
alism never went away, and the country was eventually granted 
its own semiautonomous Parliament 
in Edinburgh in 1999. In 2011, anger 
at the London-based government’s 
austerity measures helped the once-
marginal SNP win a majority in the 
Scottish legislature. The SNP then 
called a referendum on independence.

What happens if it’s approved? 
Scotland would become a separate 
constitutional monarchy, much like 
Britain is now, with the Parliament in 
Edinburgh headed by a first minister. 
(Queen Elizabeth II would remain its 
ceremonial head of state.) The SNP 
has said it wants to emulate Norway’s 
model of social democracy, using tax 
revenue from North Sea oil and gas—
all of which currently goes to London 
before being redispersed to the 
regions—to pay for a strong welfare 
state, including free university tuition 

and universal child care. But pro-unionists 
note that the North Sea’s richest energy 
reserves have already been tapped, and 
that production has been falling by about 
6 percent a year for the past decade. To 
address the deficit caused by plummet-
ing oil revenues, Scotland would need to 
raise taxes or cut spending by $10 billion 
soon after independence, according to the 
nonpartisan Institute for Fiscal Studies. 
Unionists contend that many other prom-
ises made by the independence campaign 
are also far from guaranteed.

What promises?  
The SNP has maintained that Scotland would keep the British 
pound and that the Bank of England would remain the lender of 
last resort after independence. But Britain’s three main national 
political parties all insist that is not a workable solution. They say 
that the problems experienced by the 18-nation euro zone illus-
trate the dangers of a common currency without political union, 
and that English, Welsh, and Northern Irish taxpayers would balk 
at a plan that required them to bail out a foreign Scottish bank. 
“The SNP are asking for a divorce,” said Labor Party politician 
Johann Lamont, “but they want to keep the joint bank account.” 
SNP leaders insist that the currency warnings are just scare tactics.

Would Scotland stay in the EU?  
That’s not clear. The SNP has said that, because Scotland would 
be seceding from an existing EU state, it should gain automatic 
membership in the 28-member trading bloc. But José Manuel 
Barroso, the European Commission president, said it would be 
“extremely difficult, if not impossible,” for Scotland to join the 
EU because it would require the unanimous approval of other 
member states. Spain, which is trying to discourage its Catalonia 
region from pursuing its own independence, refused to recognize 
Kosovo after it split from Serbia for that reason, and might also 

block an independent Scotland’s 
bid to join the EU.

What do voters think?  
A recent poll found that 41 
percent of voters oppose inde-
pendence, while 29 percent are 
in favor, and 30 percent are unde-
cided. But the pro-independence 
campaign is fast gaining momen-
tum; the gap between the two 
groups has narrowed by 7 per-
centage points since September. 
Among young people in particu-
lar, a nationalist enthusiasm for 
an independent Scotland is rising. 
Businessman Alan Macfarlane, a 
donor to the anti-independence 
campaign, admits to being wor-
ried. “‘I’m passionately commit-
ted to the status quo’ is not an 
obvious rallying cry,” he said. 

Briefing news 9

A pro-independence activist in Edinburgh

A not-so-united kingdom
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The nuclear question 
If Britain loses Scotland, it will have to start looking 
for a new home for its nuclear arsenal. The U.K.’s 
fleet of nuclear submarines is based in Faslane, a 
port on Scotland’s west coast. But the SNP, which 
calls nuclear weapons an “affront to basic decency,” 
has promised to make the country a nuke-free zone 
by 2020. That pledge has panicked Western secu-
rity officials, with former NATO Secretary General 
George Robertson saying the U.K. could be forced 
into unilateral nuclear disarmament, because there 
are no suitable sub bases outside Scotland. Citing the 
threat of an increasingly aggressive Russia, he said 
Scottish independence would leave behind “a much 
diminished country,” robbing “the West of a serious 
partner just when solidity and cool nerves are going 
to be vital.” The SNP’s Salmond, however, insists that 
small nations like Scotland simply don’t need nukes. 
“Countries can exercise influence through the scale 
of their ambition and the strength of their ideas,” he 
said, “rather than the size of their armies.”

Scotland will soon vote on whether to become an independent country. Is Great Britain about to get smaller?
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■■ Portland, Ore., officials 
decided to empty a reservoir 
containing 38 million gallons 
of drinking water—enough 
to fill 57 Olympic swim-
ming pools—after a teen 
was caught peeing into 
it. “Our customers don’t 
anticipate drinking water 
that’s been contaminated 
by some yahoo,” explained 
water authority boss David 
Shaff. But Dallas Swonger, 
18—who was cited for public 
urination—insisted he had 
only peed on a wall near the 
water, adding that a little 
urine in the reservoir was no 
big thing. “During the sum-
mertime,” he said, “I’ve seen 
dead animals in there.” 

■■Doctors in India 
were shocked 
to discover 
12 gold bars 
inside the stom-
ach of a businessman who 
was admitted to the hospital 
complaining of gut pain. The 
63-year-old told hospital staff 
that he’d accidentally swal-
lowed a bottle cap, but when 
doctors operated, they found 
almost 1 pound of ingots in 
his lower intestine. “This is 
the first time I have recov-
ered gold from the stomach 
of a patient,” said surgeon 
C.S. Ramachandran. The 
man later confessed that he’d 
swallowed the gold bars—
valued at $20,000—during 
a recent trip to Singapore, 
because he wanted to avoid 
India’s steep import taxes. 

■■A man was arrested after 
he walked into a police sta-
tion in Austria, asked if he 
faced any outstanding charg-
es, and was told that in fact 
he did. Salzburg police said 
the 59-year-old turned up at 
their headquarters last week, 
and told officers that he just 
wanted to check that they 
had “nothing on him.” Police 
consulted their records, and 
discovered he was wanted 
in Vienna on four courts of 
fraud and embezzlement. The 
man, whose name hasn’t 
been released, was quickly 
hauled off to prison.

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

Ten years ago, President George W. Bush vowed that the U.S. would 
close the Abu Ghraib prison “as a fitting symbol of Iraq’s new begin-
ning,” said Andrew Bacevich. Abu Ghraib remained open—until last 
week, when Iraqi authorities finally moved 2,400 prisoners out to 
other jails. Though it’s now padlocked, Abu Ghraib “has much to 
teach.” During Saddam Hussein’s reign, Abu Ghraib served as a tool 
of his “cruelty and oppression.” When the U.S. took over the prison, 
our intention was to use the jail to combat the insurgency and thus 
promote “freedom and democracy.” But more than any other single 
event during the war, the grotesque photos of tortured, degraded 
Iraqis in the 2004 Abu Ghraib scandal “let the last of the air out of 
the liberation balloon.” With Iraq now unraveling, Iraqi authorities 
closed Abu Ghraib out of fear that Sunni militants would overrun the 
prison and free their comrades, swelling “the ranks of the insurgency 
that is plunging Iraq back into civil war.” For those who advocate 
new American wars of liberation in Syria, Ukraine, or elsewhere, “the 
lessons of Abu Ghraib are unmistakable.”

If you have a student in or headed to college, said Ruth Marcus, you 
should send a thank-you note to Dartmouth President Philip Han-
lon. In the one year that he has presided over the Ivy League school, 
Hanlon said in a speech last week, he has been absolutely appalled 
by the students’ “extreme behavior”—their “excessive drinking, sex-
ual misconduct, and blatant disregard of social norms.” Binge drink-
ing “has become the rule and not the exception,” Hanlon said; in a 
severely impaired state, students indulge in abusive fraternity haz-
ing, sexual assault, and parties where racist and sexist “humor” is 
rampant. No one expects 18-year-old students to be saints; decades 
ago, I have to admit to doing “really dumb things in college.” But 
as Hanlon observed, the intensity of the drinking—and the extreme 
and often dangerous behavior that results—have gone off the charts. 
Most college presidents would prefer to play all this down, at least 
publicly, rather than bruise their colleges’ reputation. “So Hanlon’s 
words are brave and important,” and they apply to students and 
colleges everywhere.

How quickly we forget, said David Frum. From 1993 to 2001, the 
U.S. and its allies “were hit again and again by terrorist attacks of 
increasing sophistication,” from the first bombing of the World Trade 
Center to the attack on the USS Cole to 9/11. Now that sophisticated 
surveillance of terrorist groups has made Americans safer, the pendu-
lum of popular opinion has swung against our national security agen-
cies and the very idea of surveillance itself. The Edward Snowdens of 
this world insist that collecting data from foreign countries is a breach 
of their citizens’ rights to privacy. But the U.S. Constitution does not 
apply to citizens of Brazil, Germany, or Pakistan. Our government’s 
primary responsibility is to protect its own people. “The information 
most needed for national defense is not obtained by asking nicely for 
it,” especially in a world of murky, complex allegiances. Thanks to 
aggressive surveillance abroad, “terrorists who talk to each other have 
become exceedingly vulnerable,” and successful plots—once a regular 
occurrence—have become rare. How foolish of us, then, to “begrudge 
the means of our safety.”

The enduring
lesson of
Abu Ghraib
Andrew Bacevich

Los Angeles Times

Forgetting
the value of
surveillance
David Frum

The Atlantic

When college
becomes
a bacchanalia
Ruth Marcus

The Washington Post

“Realists have repeatedly found themselves opposing most of America’s 
recent wars, and challenging the naïve idealism and paranoid threat-inflation 

that lay behind them. Realists were right about the essentials of [Soviet] containment, right about 
Vietnam, and right about which side was winning the Cold War. The realists were right about Iraq 
and the Afghan ‘surge.’ By contrast, neoconservatives and their liberal hawk fellow travelers have 
kept the United States busy interfering in various corners of the world, but these efforts have made 
the United States neither safer, more popular, nor more prosperous. Nor have they led to a signifi-
cant advance in democratic freedoms or human rights, including here at home.”

Stephen M. Walt in Foreign Policy

Viewpoint
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UNITED KINGDOM
Importing a sloganeer from America is no way to 
win a British election, said Peter McKay. Labor 
Party leader Ed Miliband has hired political con-
sultant David Axelrod, famous for the Obama 
campaign’s “Yes we can” motto, to advise him 
on wooing voters. It seems a poor choice. To 
many Brits, the “Yes we can” refrain always 
“sounded more like the potty-training pleas of 
anxious parents to their infants than the credo 
of an aspiring president.” We can only assume 
Obama won “despite rather than because of it.” 
Yet win he did, so that makes Axelrod a winner, 
and Labor is desperate for one of those after four 

depressing years in opposition. But Labor isn’t 
alone in turning to a “foreign political guru.” 
The Conservatives have hired an Australian, 
while the Liberal Democrats have a South Afri-
can. “The presumption is that they come with a 
fresh approach.” But what all three parties have 
forgotten is that political consultants “are the de-
veloped world’s witch doctors, obtaining power 
by exploiting suspicion, fear, ignorance, and divi-
sions.” Instead of paying mercenaries to write ad 
copy, party leaders should try “articulating clear, 
simple messages in a way that persuades us they 
believe them themselves.”

The Italian Mafia has moved to Germany, said 
Jörg Diehl. Transcripts from wiretaps presented 
as evidence at a trial in Cologne sound like 
the script for a gangster movie, with Sicilian 
mobsters saying “I will tear off his head” and 
planning hits on rivals. It’s just one of many 
cases involving Italians, many with ties to crime 
syndicates like the Cosa Nostra or the Camorra, 
which have taken over the German construction 
business in the Rhine region. German police be-
lieve that hundreds of mafiosi are now living in 
Germany. Some of them have set up fake busi-
nesses to launder money, while others dominate 

the building trade using illegal foreign labor. 
And still others specialize in “knockoff brand-
name products.” This criminal activity costs the 
German government billions of dollars a year 
in lost taxes and fees, and it’s driving the native 
German construction industry out of business. 
Honest companies “can’t compete in the long 
term” with Mafia outfits, even if they are brave 
enough to try. Yet German authorities aren’t 
experienced at going after this type of crime and 
aren’t very good at “sniffing it out.” For the 
mobsters, relocating to Germany is almost “like 
a vacation.”
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The Baltic countries are scared, said 
Askold Lozynskyj in The Baltic 
Times (Latvia). Russian President 
Vladimir Putin’s annexation of 
Crimea and his apparent designs on 
eastern Ukraine have caused Esto-
nia, Latvia, and Lithuania to turn 
to NATO for protection. The three 
countries have been members of the 
trans-Atlantic alliance for 10 years, 
and now that their former Soviet 
master is on the prowl, they’d like 
to see a show of strength. So far, the 
U.S. and the EU have relied on sanc-
tions to punish Putin, but “punitive 
measures work only if the Crimean land grab by Putin was 
an isolated incident peculiar to this current Russian dictator.” 
Obviously, it isn’t. Russian aggression is a constant in history, 
and the Russian people are eager to regain their old empire. 
It’s time for NATO to show Russia that further expansion is 
not an option. “NATO defenses on Russia’s border would be a 
great deterrent.”

NATO just rediscovered its raison d’être, said Artur Bilski 
in Rzeczpospolita (Poland). Putin’s land grab has jolted the 
Atlantic alliance back to its original mission of defending Eu-
rope against Russian invasion. NATO’s sense of itself changed 
after Islamic extremists attacked the U.S. on 9/11. Washington 
“sought to create a new role for NATO of preventive strikes 
to combat terrorism.” NATO troops went to Afghanistan, 
and many countries, including Poland, paid a heavy price in 

blood and treasure for that deeply 
unpopular adventure. Now, though, 
the Ukraine crisis could bring about 
“NATO’s resurrection as a defen-
sive alliance.”

It’s not yet ready for that mission, 
said David Murphy in The Irish 
Times (Ireland). Moscow has shown 
that it can mobilize huge numbers 
of soldiers quickly, but most NATO 
states can only mobilize small forces 
“and usually after a long period of 
preparation.” Last year, for exam-
ple, NATO fielded 6,000 troops for 

a major exercise in Poland, while Russia conducted maneuvers 
involving more than 160,000 troops and 5,000 tanks. NATO 
is further slowed because “it needs consensus and coopera-
tion” among its 28 militaries, whereas Putin can simply bark an 
order. “The initiative rests with the Russians, and NATO seems 
to be consistently caught off-balance.”

The suspense is making us all tense, said Raivis Dzintars in 
Diena (Latvia). What will Russia do? Will it happen bit by bit 
“or all at once, like an avalanche?” And will NATO save us? 
Nobody can predict the future, so for now we have to live our 
lives as free Latvians. “Teach the children Latvian folk tales, 
sing to them, teach them what it means to have our own flag, 
our own culture, our own language.” There are many “loyal 
people here for whom Latvia is something very, very precious.” 
That is “our greatest guarantee of security.”

How they see us: nATO is suddenly relevant

‘Yes we can’
just can’t
work here
Peter McKay

The Daily Mail

GERMANY

The Mafia’s
northern
outpost
Jörg Diehl

Der Spiegel 

NATO minesweepers on patrol in the Baltic Sea

  



Best columns: International 12 news  

ZIMBABWE

AUSTRALIA

To hear President Robert Mugabe tell it, Zim-
babwe is about to be destroyed by an epidemic 
of homosexuality, said Zanda Shumba. During 
the years-long process of drafting the new con-
stitution, adopted last year, more time was spent 
debating homosexuality than any other topic. The 
clause banning gay marriage was the only one 
debated live on television, and the one that got 
the most ink in the state-run newspapers. Discus-
sion of the most important constitutional issues, 
such as the need to limit executive authority or 
devolve power to the regions, was forbidden. 
Mugabe knows he can inflame passions by talk-

ing about gays, and he plays us for fools, distract-
ing us with this debate as we ignore everything 
else. He did it again just last weekend, peppering 
his speech on Independence Day with denuncia-
tions of gays. Why is this our focus as a country? 
When I walk around this land, “I see poverty, 
hunger, potholes on the roads, uncollected gar-
bage everywhere.” I see dilapidated schools and 
hospitals, and corrupt government officials driv-
ing gleaming cars past unemployed people devoid 
of hope. This country’s problem isn’t gays. It is 
Mugabe’s “corruption, intransigence, greediness, 
and incompetence.”

Wince with me, said James Curran. In “one of the 
most pompous, pretentious, nostalgic, and self-
indulgent prime ministerial decisions in a genera-
tion,” Tony Abbott has taken it upon himself to 
restore knighthoods and damehoods. Henceforth, 
he decreed, the top honors in Australia will be 
nominated by the prime minister alone and con-
ferred by the British crown. Predictably, most Aus-
tralians, who have “little regard for these kinds of 
frills and follies,” are mocking the announcement. 
A conservative former prime minister has even ad-
mitted it would be “anachronistic” to resume the 
honors 28 years after they were abolished. Abbott, 

though, embraces the hidebound. Born in England 
and educated at Oxford, he has “confessed to his 
abiding affection for Britain.” When he took office 
in September, he chose to swear allegiance to the 
queen, not the country, as most prime ministers 
do. This is simply out of touch. Many Australians 
are fond of the royal family, but the Australian 
Republican Movement, which seeks to replace the 
queen as head of state with an elected Australian, 
says its membership has surged since Abbott’s an-
nouncement. Australians, you see, regard imperial 
honors as something of a joke. Our favorite hon-
orary peer will always be Dame Edna.

The grief of hundreds of parents is 
unbearable, said the JoongAng Ilbo 
(South Korea) in an editorial. The 
port of Jindo has become a mourning 
site for the families of the 250 high 
school students who died or went 
missing last week when the ferry 
that was taking them on a field trip 
to Jeju Island capsized. Divers keep 
bringing bodies out of the vessel, and 
parents who identify their children 
sob and fall to the ground. Scores of 
passengers remain unaccounted for, 
and the families’ hopes have “turned 
into despair and their grief into rage” 
at the government’s chaotic rescue 
effort. The clumsiness cost lives, said 
The Hankyoreh. “Confusion about who was in charge on the 
ground” meant the crucial first hours of rescue were wasted. 
At one point, the lists of missing and rescued passengers were 
flipped, causing celebrating parents to plunge into despair. This 
tragedy has “revealed a comprehensive failure of the govern-
ment’s national crisis management capabilities.”

Koreans are most appalled at the selfish behavior of Capt. Lee 
Joon-seok and his crew, said the Chosun Ilbo. The ship keeled 
over because the inexperienced, 25-year-old third mate who 
was at the helm made too sharp a turn while navigating a tricky 
stretch of water, sending the freight sliding to one side. Accord-
ing to survivors, officers ordered passengers to stay in their cab-
ins for more than an hour. Finally they were told to escape, but 

not instructed how or escorted into 
lifeboats—and by then, “the captain 
and some of the crew had long aban-
doned ship.” Their abandonment of 
duty shows that they, like so many 
Korean authorities, weren’t properly 
trained. “Tragedies keep happening 
because Korean society has focused 
only on fast progress, while treating 
safety regulations as a hindrance.”

President Park Geun-hye is only too 
eager to blame the crew, said The 
Korea Times. She called their actions 
“tantamount to murder,” and few 
can disagree. But what about “the 
absurd and insensitive behavior” of 

her own cabinet? The security minister failed to appoint a rescue 
coordinator. The ocean minister didn’t bother to show up until 
five days after the disaster. Another official actually tried to ar-
range a group photo of staffers in front of the board with the 
victims’ names. Park’s anger should be directed at herself. After 
all, “who put these incompetent, irresponsible, and insensitive 
ministers in their posts?”

The urge to blame is understandable, said Han Ki-heung in the 
Dong-a Ilbo. But that’s not what the survivors need. One of 
those rescued has already committed suicide: the school’s vice 
principal, who “blamed himself for losing his students.” The 
rest require counseling and therapy. As we punish the guilty, we 
must cherish “those who miraculously survived.”

south Korea: Assigning blame for the ferry disaster
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Gays are not
our biggest
problem
Zanda Shumba

NewZimbabwe.com

A wannabe
Brit for a
prime minister
James Curran

The Age

Relatives await news of missing loved ones in Jindo.
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■■ Americans pay far more 

for pharmaceuticals and 

medical tests than people 

do in countries where a 

single agency negotiates 

prices. A prescription for 

Nexium, a heartburn drug, 

for example, costs $215 

on average in the U.S., but 

only $58 in Spain, $42 in 

England, and $23 in the 

Netherlands. An MRI costs 

$1,145 on average in the 

U.S., $350 in Australia, and 

$138 in Switzerland. 

Vox.com 

■■ Nearly one fifth of 

China’s farmland has 

been polluted because 

of industrialization and 

lack of environmental 

regulations, according to 

a Chinese government re-

port. More than 80 percent 

of the pollution involves 

inorganic toxins, includ-

ing cadmium, nickel, and 

arsenic, which can make 

their way into crops. 

The New York Times 
 

■■ The masked, pro-

Russian militants 

who’ve taken 

over government 

buildings in 

eastern Ukraine 

are engaging in 

maskirovka—

a centuries-old Russian 

military strategy literally 

translated as “disguise.” 

The strategy employs 

concealment, deception, 

and disinformation to sow 

confusion and frustration.  

Time.com 

■■More than 541,000 

people finished marathons 

in the U.S. last year, an 

all-time high. 

USA Today 

■■ The 2,023 students 

Harvard University ac-

cepted for the class of 

2018 are the most diverse 

in the school’s history. 

African-American students 

make up 11.9 percent of 

the admitted students; 

Hispanics, 13 percent; and 

Asians, 19.7 percent. 

The Harvard Crimson

Terrorism: shutting the nYPD’s Muslim unit
“New York’s new mayor, Bill de Blasio, has 
an interesting sense of timing,” said The Wall 
Street Journal in an editorial. Last 
week, on the day that Bostonians 
solemnly marked a year since two 
Muslim brothers murdered four 
people and injured nearly 300 in 
the marathon bombings and their 
aftermath, de Blasio’s new 
police commissioner, Wil-
liam Bratton, announced 
that his department was 
formally disbanding its anti-terrorism surveil-
lance unit. The “Demographics Unit” monitored 
potential “hot spots” for Islamic radicals in 
New York and New Jersey, such as mosques, 
college campuses, and cafés. The unit wasn’t 
junked “because the war on terror is over,” said 
Jason Riley in WSJ .com. Attacking New York 
City remains the No. 1 goal for would-be jihad-
ists, and at least 16 plots targeting the Stock 
Exchange, Times Square, and other spots have 
been foiled since 9/11. “The program is being 
ended because it’s politically incorrect.” Let’s just 
hope New Yorkers don’t have to pay the price.

Quit the fearmongering, said elliot Hannon in 
Slate.com. Targeting Muslims for extra surveil-
lance did nothing to make New Yorkers safer. 
In fact, over 11 years, the Demographics Unit 

failed to generate a single lead. “What 
the program did do, however, is outrage 
civil rights groups, create deep-seated mis-
trust of law enforcement within the city’s 
Muslim community, and spur two federal 

lawsuits.” To many Muslims, the 
NYPD squad “was a sign that the 
police viewed their every action 
with suspicion,” said Matt 
Apuzzo and Joseph Goldstein 
in The New York Times. The 
unit’s plainclothes “rakers” 

and “crawlers” stalked mosques, shops, restau-
rants, and schools, spying on innocent Muslims 
and asking people probing questions about their 
political beliefs. Their heavy-handed tactics served 
only to alienate the very Muslims who could pro-
vide useful tips to foil homegrown plots. 
 
A smarter intelligence effort will now begin, said 
Michael Daly in TheDailyBeast.com. The NYPD 
may be curtailing “its spying on the Muslim com-
munity, but it will continue spying in the Muslim 
community.” The focus will shift away from 
broad surveillance of entire communities; instead, 
the department will assign undercover agents and 
informants to gather information on specific indi-
viduals and groups who genuinely merit investi-
gation. The NYPD may no longer be watching 
everybody, but that makes it “no less watchful.”

Noted

Michael Bloomberg is gunning for the National 
Rifle Association, said Jeremy Peters in The New 
York Times. The former New York City mayor 
has pledged $50 million to launch a new, nation-
wide campaign to curb gun violence by passing 
universal background check laws. Polls show that 
90 percent of Americans and 80 percent of gun 
owners support background checks for gun pur-
chasers, and the new campaign will strategically 
target Republican and Democratic candidates 
who don’t support such legislation. Bloom-
berg’s financial commitment could make a real 
difference: The NRA only spends $20 million 
a year on political activities. The NRA thwarts 
“the will of the people” by inciting and mobiliz-
ing its “single-issue” voters, said the Raleigh, 
N.C., News & Observer in an editorial. Bloom-
berg’s group will copy that tactic by threatening 
politicians who block background check laws 
with the loss of their jobs. “We have to make 
them afraid of us,” Bloomberg said.

This campaign reeks of a “billionaire’s arro-
gance” said Michael Hammond in CNN.com. 
Bloomberg doesn’t go anywhere without his 
“17-man armed security detail,” yet he wants to 
deny ordinary people the right to defend them-

selves. The hatred that he and other liberals have 
shown toward law-abiding gun owners has only 
energized the movement, leading to “70 pro-gun 
state laws since Newtown.” As long as its main 
opponent is Bloomberg, the NRA “has nothing 
to fear,” said Jonathan s. Tobin in Commentary 
Magazine.com. Bloomberg’s cash won’t force 
Second Amendment supporters to back down, 
nor will it conjure up an “equally passionate 
body of gun opponents where none exists.”

That’s why the former mayor should “leave 
the checkbook open but step away from the 
podium,” said Mary sanchez in The Hartford 
Courant. As the “Big Gulp–banning embodi-
ment of government overreach,” Bloomberg has 
become the NRA’s top recruiter, and only dis-
tracts attention from the common-sense reforms 
he seeks. The NRA fundraising letter practically 
writes itself, said The Baltimore Sun. “Give now 
or lose your Second Amendment rights to bil-
lionaire Bloomberg!” In truth, it’s astonishing 
that rich men like him and the conservative Koch 
brothers can now legally “write a check the size 
of a Lotto jackpot” in order to play an outsize 
role in the nation’s political debate. We truly do 
“live in an age of dueling oligarchs.”

Guns: Bloomberg’s bucks vs. the nRA

Bratton, de Blasio: A new approach

  



“The good life has a great 
deal to do with content-
ment and satisfaction—
and nothing whatsoever 

to do with that fool’s gold 
called happiness.” 

Essayist Joseph Epstein, 
quoted in The Wall  

Street Journal

“Middle age is when 
you’re sitting at home on 
a Saturday night and the 
telephone rings and you 

hope it isn’t for you.” 
Ogden Nash, quoted in the 
United Press International

“To truly laugh, you must 
be able to take your pain 

and play with it.” 
Charlie Chaplin, quoted in The 

Sydney Morning Herald

“To find joy in work  
is to discover the  

fountain of youth.” 
Pearl Buck, quoted in the 

Reno, Nev., Gazette-Journal

“What matters in life is not 
what happens to you but 
what you remember and 
how you remember it.” 

Gabriel García Márquez, quoted 
in The Daily Telegraph (U.K.)

“Prophecy is the wit  
of a fool.” 

Vladimir Nabokov, quoted in 
the Associated Press

“Being realistic is the  
most commonly traveled  

road to mediocrity.” 
Actor Will Smith, quoted in 

PsychCentral.com
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Poll watch

■■ Americans’ skepticism 
of science is growing. 51% 
doubt that the universe 
was created by a Big Bang 
13.8 billion years ago. 
42% doubt evolution, 37% 

doubt climate change is 
real and caused by man, 
and 15% question the 
safety of vaccines.
Associated Press/GfK 

■■ 32% of Americans say 
they prefer Democrats’ 
health-care plan, while 
just 18% think Republicans 
have a better plan, down 
from 24% in March.
Reuters/Ipsos

Edward Snowden has “surrendered any remain-
ing shred of dignity,” said stephen stromberg in 
The Washington Post. The man who leaked vast 
troves of National Security Agency secrets to the 
world before getting asylum in Russia briefly 
appeared last week on Russian television during 
a question-and-answer session with President 
Vladimir Putin. After first denouncing America’s 
data collection practices, Snowden asked his host 
whether Russia, too, conducted mass surveillance 
on its citizens. Of course not, replied Putin: “Our 
special services, thank God, are strictly controlled 
by the laws of society.” This was a barefaced lie: 
Russia’s clandestine mass surveillance program, 
SORM, not only stores metadata, but spies on 
private phone calls and Internet activity without 
warrants or oversight. Putin’s government also 
jails and even kills critical journalists and politi-
cal opponents. By helping Putin tell Russians 
their country is “a bastion of freedom,” Snowden 
either willingly served as a propaganda tool or 
proved that he’s “tragically, improbably naïve.’’

“Why all the criticism?” asked edward snowden 
in The Guardian (U.K.). Last year I “risked 
family, life, and freedom” to expose the NSA’s 
wrongdoing—and yet people seem surprised that 

I’m willing to do the same in Russia, “a country 
to which I have sworn no allegiance.” My aim 
was to get Putin on the record denying mass 
surveillance, just as U.S. officials once did. “If we 
are to test the truth of officials’ claims, we must 
first give them an opportunity to make those 
claims.” Now journalists can investigate Putin’s 
“suspiciously narrow” response.
 
Spare us, said David Frum in TheAtlantic.com. 
Russian reporters who ask too many questions 
tend to “end up dead”—at least 56 since 1992, 
at last count—so don’t expect them to be queu-
ing up to challenge Putin’s veracity. Besides, Putin 
isn’t the least bit afraid to be “caught in a lie,” 
said Cathy Young in TheDailyBeast.com. During 
the phone-in program, he “casually admitted” 
that Russian soldiers had in fact been active in 
Crimea even before it was annexed—a complete 
reversal of previous denials. Ultimately, it’s point-
less trying to hold Russia’s dictator to the same 
standards as Western leaders, because he doesn’t 
play by the same rules. Snowden, who has since 
privately acknowledged that he made a mistake 
appearing with Putin, should have known bet-
ter. His “sincere idealism” played right “into the 
Kremlin’s hands.” 

snowden: Putin’s useful idiot?

egg freezing: The working woman’s new option
“Imagine a world in which life 
isn’t dictated by a biological 
clock,” said emma Rosenblum 
in Bloomberg Businessweek. 
That feminist utopia may have 
arrived, thanks to medical 
technology that allows young, 
fertile women to freeze their 
eggs for use into their 40s. 
Egg freezing appeals to profes-
sional women in their 20s and 
30s who face the agonizing 
choice of giving up on reward-
ing careers or giving up on having kids. About 
5,000 women a year are now having their eggs 
frozen and stored in liquid nitrogen—ready to be 
thawed, fertilized, and transferred back into the 
womb when having a baby is more convenient, 
or Mr. Right has arrived. Doctors hope egg freez-
ing will soon “become a routine part of women’s 
health,” and that generous would-be grandpar-
ents eventually provide egg-freezing funds “as 
they would a first-mortgage down payment.”

“Why didn’t I think of this before?” said erin 
Gloria Ryan in Jezebel.com. All I had to do was 
to be already rich in my early 30s, so I could 
afford the $7,000 to $12,000 per round of egg 
freezing, plus the costs of drugs and storage. 
Let’s be real here: Egg freezing will enable only 

a tiny, wealthy sliver of the 
population to “have it all.” 
Nor does this supposed 
breakthrough address the 
fundamental problem of 
why working women have 
to delay having babies, said 
Ann Friedman in NYMag 
.com. It’s that most company 
cultures, and our society at 
large, are hostile to working 
mothers. Rather than line 
up to pay doctors to extract 

eggs from their ovaries, women should demand 
social and political change, such as the flexible 
work hours and affordable day care available to 
women in many European nations. That would 
be real empowerment.
 
Still, women should be happy that egg freezing 
is now possible, said Jessica Grose in Slate.com. 
For too long, women who wait to have children 
have been “told they are selfish” for not having 
kids at the height of their fertility. But 88 percent 
of women who have frozen their eggs said they 
did so because they simply hadn’t met the right 
partner. And 19 percent said they might have had 
kids earlier had their workplaces been more flex-
ible. So if we want women to have more control 
over their lives, “we should welcome this option.”

Eggs in liquid nitrogen storage

  



A new search engine is shedding light on 
the “dark Web,” said Kim Zetter in Wired 
.com. For the uninitiated, the dark Web—
also known as the “darknet”—is a network 
of hard-to-navigate sites that are generally 
“accessible only through the Tor anonymiz-
ing browser.” While popular with hackers, 
peddlers, and customers of contraband, 
the dark Web is often scrutinized by law 
enforcement, and that makes it especially 
tricky for the average person to access or 
navigate. Its websites are constantly mov-
ing targets that hide behind anonymiz-
ing software and tough-to-remember or frequently changing 
addresses. But one Reddit user, who goes by the pseudonym 
“gramsadmin,” has taken a cue from Google to launch a new 
search engine, which promises to help the users navigate the 
seedier parts of the Internet more easily. The search engine, 
called Grams, “fills a niche” by connecting the less Web savvy 
to the dark Web and “sites that previously only could be found 
by users who knew the exact URL for the site.”

This won’t last long, said Adam Clark Estes in Gizmodo.com. 
While Grams “works remarkably well” at scouring the black 
market, much of what’s for sale on the dark Web is “highly ille-
gal.” And it’s bound to grab authorities’ attention, said Adrianne 
Jeffries in TheVerge.com. The dark Web’s black market scene 

already hit a “setback when U.S. law en-
forcement took down Silk Road, by far the 
largest site, and arrested its alleged owner.” 
Grams itself “is likely breaking U.S. law,” 
since the real Google “had to pay a fine in 
2011 for directing users to illegal online 
pharmacies.” Shutting down black market 
sites that peddle contraband on the dark 
Web can be like playing Whac-a-Mole, but 
if Grams “makes the darknet significantly 
easier to use, it could become a target for 
law enforcement” itself.

In the meantime, it works fairly well, said Meghan Neal in Vice 
.com. “From the rainbow logo to how the results are displayed 
to the algorithm itself,” Grams rips off Google pretty faithfully. 
But it’s more “like a buyer’s guide” than a true search engine, 
giving users information about everything from different sites’ 
specialties and inventories to whether they’ve been hacked or 
shut down and up-to-date URLs whenever “a website goes 
down and relaunches under a different address.” But for pros, 
“Grams isn’t adding a whole lot to the experience” since most 
sites have their own search tools. And since Grams can’t crawl 
through the entire dark Web to generate search results the way 
Google does, sites need to opt in to pop up on Grams’ search 
results. Grams, in other words, won’t illuminate the entire dark 
Web—just the portions of it that want to be seen.

Search: A walk on the Web’s wild side
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A new search engine explores the ‘dark Web.’

Facebook rolls out Nearby Friends

Facebook has a new way for friends to find 
each other—in the real world, said Kurt 
Wagner in Mashable.com. The social network 
announced a new feature last week, called 
Nearby Friends, which allows the company’s 
mobile app users to share their location and 
see which of their friends are nearby. The fea-
ture “uses the geolocation technology in your 
smartphone to determine when you are close 
to one of your Facebook friends” and can 
send alerts that will notify users when those 
friends are nearby. If you’re worried about 
privacy, don’t be. “The new feature is opt-
in, meaning you’ll need to activate it within 
the app, should you choose to participate.” 
Those who decide not to opt in “won’t be af-
fected in any way and will not share with or 
receive any location information from others 
on the platform.”

GoogleÕs new remote desktop app

Android users can now use their smartphones 
to control their home or work computers 
remotely, said Matt Peckham in Time.com. 
Google has released a new Chrome Remote 
Desktop app (available for Android users 
in the Google Play store) that will let them 
“access any computer running Google’s Web 

browser remotely.” The new tool may be un-
necessary for users who have migrated to the 
cloud, but others “who might be on the go 
but need access to a file stored locally on an 
otherwise inaccessible computer” will find the 
feature handy. Users will first need to install 
a Chrome extension on their computer, and 
then enter a code and PIN to pair it with their 
mobile device. The current app is only avail-
able for Android, but Google says it can ac-
cess computers running Windows, Mac OS X, 
or Linux, and an iOS version is on the way.

Twitter gets a new look

Twitter is becoming more visual, said Selena 
Larson in ReadWrite.com. The microblogging 
platform is testing out “a new image-centric 
Web profile page for users that bears a strik-
ing similarity” to Facebook’s. Along with a 
“huge new header image” extending across 
the top of profile pages, the redesigned Twit-
ter profiles will also have a space to display 
“best tweets, pinned tweets, and filtered 
tweets” to keep them from getting lost in 
your stream. The new profiles place a larger 
emphasis on visual elements, such as profile 
photos or embedded pictures, and are ex-
pected to roll out across the network within 
the next few weeks. 

Bytes: WhatÕs new in tech

An old-fashioned 
orthopedic cast is 
like a “medieval 
torture device,” 
said Robert 
Sorokanich in 
Gizmodo.com. 
But an industrial 
designer named 
Deniz Karasahin 
has a new take 
on casts that can “take care of the 
smell and itch issues,” and even help 
heal broken bones faster. Unlike 
plaster casts, the Osteoid is a light-
weight, 3-D-printed cast with ventila-
tion holes that allow for breathabil-
ity. It also includes a low-intensity 
ultrasound generator that promises 
to heal bones faster. Studies show 
that this form of therapy can “reduce 
healing time by nearly 40 percent 
with just one 20-minute treatment 
a day,” but the procedure requires 
placing ultrasound leads on the skin 
directly over the bone injury. That’s 
impossible with traditional plaster 
casts, but not with the Osteoid. 
Unfortunately, this clever cast is 
“just a design concept” for now, and 
is not commercially available—yet. 

Innovation of the week

Technology16 NEWS 
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Saturn’s new addition
Saturn may have birthed a new moon—a 
small, icy object that would be No. 63 
for the ringed planet and the first one 
astronomers have witnessed being cre-
ated. Although the new arrival hasn’t been 
spotted directly, NASA’s Cassini spacecraft 
captured an image of what looks like a 
bulge in Saturn’s A ring, the outermost of 
the planet’s large, bright bands. The bulge 
is about 20 percent brighter than what sur-
rounds it and seems to be ruffling the ring’s 
typically smooth profile—signs indica-
tive of an object with gravitational pull. 
Saturn already has 53 official moons and 
nine provisional ones, which astronomers 
believe form when debris from the planet’s 
rings—mostly ice, rock, and dust—clumps 
and coalesces, gaining weight and mass and 
eventually drifting into a separate orbit. 
“We may be looking at the act of birth,” 
Carl Murray, an astronomer at Queen 
Mary University of London tells Time.com. 
“This object is just leaving the rings and 
heading off to be a moon in its own right.” 
NASA hopes to get a better look in 2016, 
when Cassini will be orbiting closer to the 
A ring. 

Smog’s global reach
Air pollution from China and other Asian 
countries is intensifying storms over the 
Pacific Ocean, setting in motion a chain 
of meteorological reactions that appears 
to be driving changes in weather patterns 
across North America. That’s the conclu-

sion of a decade-long research project 
examining the impact of Asia’s pollution 
on weather systems. The main culprit is 
aerosols—fine particles suspended in the 
air that impact the formation of clouds. 
Natural aerosols come from sea salt tossed 
up by waves and dust blown off land, but 
man-made aerosols from coal-fired power 
plants, vehicle emissions, and other indus-
trial activities increasingly outnumber those 
particles. “Aerosols provide seeds for cloud 
formation,” Texas A&M atmospheric sci-
ences professor Renyi Zhang tells CNN 
.com. “If you provide too many seeds, 
you fundamentally change cloud patterns 
and storm patterns.” Researchers deter-
mined that the excess aerosols have led to 
stronger cyclones, increased precipitation, 
and a faster transfer of heat from the trop-
ics toward the North Pole. The Pacific 
storm track feeds into weather systems in 
other parts of the world, so scientists say 
the pollution-fueled pattern changes may 
have contributed to the extreme cold that 
engulfed much of the U.S. this past winter. 

The science behind ‘hangry’
Feeling short-tempered with your spouse? 
Try grabbing a snack before picking a fight. 
New research on the connection between 
blood sugar and anger has found that those 
with low blood sugar levels are more likely 
to be grumpy or outright aggressive toward 
their spouses than those with higher levels. 
For the study, 107 married men and women 
were given voodoo dolls symbolizing their 
spouses. Each night for three weeks, they 
were asked to stab the doll whenever they 
felt angry, with more pricks sig-
naling greater frustration. The 
results showed that the lower 
a person’s blood glucose, the 
more pins they were likely to 
stick in the doll. Scientists then 
tested to see if those ill feelings 
translated into nasty behavior. They 
pitted spouses against each other in a 

computer game, the winner of which got 
to blast annoying sounds like sirens and 
dentist drills through headphones worn by 
their mate. Once again, those with lower 
blood sugar levels were more likely to play 
the noises for longer periods and at louder 
volumes. “Glucose is the food for the brain 
that we need to exercise self-co ntrol,” 
Ohio State University psychologist Brad 
Bushman tells NPR.org. “When people’s 
glucose levels are low, they are poorer at 
exercising self-control.”

Health scare of the week
Marijuana’s impact on thinking
Even casual marijuana use can change 
your brain. New research has determined 
that smoking pot just a few times a week 
physically alters critical neural structures. 
The study, which focused on young adults, 
raises concerns that young users could be 
permanently damaging their still-developing 
minds. “We’ve known that people who use 
marijuana when they’re younger tend to 
have cognitive abnormalities, but this gives 
us direct evidence,” Stuart Gitlow of the 
American Society of Addiction Medicine, 
tells The Boston Globe. Researchers looked 
at the brains of 40 people ages 18 to 
25—20 of whom smoked about six joints 
per week and 20 of whom didn’t smoke at 
all. The scans revealed volume, shape, and 
density changes in two key regions—the 
nucleus accumbens and the amygdala—
that are involved with emotion, motiva-
tion, and decision-making. “This is a part 

of the brain you do not want to mess 
around with,” says Northwestern 
University psychiatrist Hans 
Breiter. The more marijuana 

that users smoked, the more their 
brains differed from nonusers. 
Researchers say the changes 
may be linked to behaviors like 

lack of focus and impaired judg-
ment, which can become problem-

atic with prolonged marijuana use. 
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A bulge in Saturn’s ring may be a new moon.

Many more women than men develop 
Alzheimer’s disease, a phenomenon that 
scientists have in the past attributed to 
women’s longer average life span. But 
new research may have uncovered a 
more significant reason: a specific gene 
variant for women that nearly doubles 
their risk of Alzheimer’s. The variant, 
called ApoE4, is found in roughly 15 
percent of the general population and 
nearly 50 percent of Alzheimer’s patients 
and has long been thought to increase 
risk for the disease equally in both sexes. 

But the new findings, 
from a study of more 
than 8,000 subjects 
mostly ages 60 and 
older, found that male 
carriers of the ApoE4 
gene were only slightly 
more likely to develop 
Alzheimer’s, while its 
presence increased 
women’s chances some 1.8 times. “Even 
after correcting for age, women appear 
to be at greater risk,” Michael Greicius, 

head of the Stanford 
Center for Memory 
Disorders, tells NPR 
.org. Women account 
for nearly two thirds 
of the 5 million 
Americans suffering 
from Alzheimer’s, and 
while more research 
is needed to pinpoint 
the cause of the dis-
crepancy, understand-

ing how Alzheimer’s differs between the 
sexes may lead to new, gender-specific 
drugs and preventive treatments. 

Decoding Alzheimer’s X factor

An elevated genetic risk for women

  



“I cannot think of a more honest or 
unsparing novelist in our generation,” 
said Lorin Stein in TheParisReview.org. 
Akhil Sharma made a corrupt pedo-
phile the center of his prize-winning 
first novel, An Obedient Father. With 
his second, he introduces an Indian-
American family shadowed by a trag-
edy and again “strips his characters 
bare and dares us to love them.” The 
narrator, Ajay, is the younger of two 
sons, the one who watches as his 
brother wins entrance to a top New 
York school only to suffer an accident 
that causes debilitating brain dam-
age. Though the family is devastated, 
Sharma turns its efforts to cope into 
“a potent, unsentimental, darkly 
humorous narrative,” said Sonali 
 Deraniyagala in The New York Times. 
Ajay becomes the forgotten son as his 
father turns to alcohol and his mother 
loses touch with reality. Family Life 
includes “heart-stopping” scenes of 
Ajay caring for his invalid brother. But 
it also reveals how love, under extreme 
pressure, can warp or even vanish.

ARTS20

Review of reviews: Books

So much for the curative powers of the 
cubicle, said Katie Engelhart in Maclean’s. 
As Nikil Saval reveals in his “zippy whirl” 
through two centuries of office design and 
culture, the partial pens that now hold 
at least 60 percent of American workers 
were created to promote periodic physical 
activity and idea-inspiring conversation. 
At least those were two stated goals of the 
“Action Office,” a prototype of today’s 
low-slung mazes that was designed by 
art professor Robert Propst and unveiled 
in 1964. Today, 93 percent of cubicle-
dwellers would prefer a different arrange-
ment, which should come as no surprise. 
Cubed is above all a history of what Saval 
calls “office utopianism”—the perpetually 
renewed, perpetually disappointed belief 
that a well-designed workplace will some-
how transform employees into contented, 
maximally efficient superstars.

I’ve never been a fan of 
John Wayne’s onscreen 
swagger, said Allen Barra 
in Salon.com. “Which 
is why I can say with 
all honesty that Scott 
Eyman’s John Wayne: 
The Life and Legend 
is one of the greatest 
movie star biographies 
ever written. If someone 

impervious to Wayne’s persona” can enjoy 
it as much as I did, “anyone at all interested 
in movies should.” Eyman, a longtime 
Hollywood biographer, highlights how 
much John Wayne the screen icon differed 
from John Wayne the man. The figure we 
meet in this book “seems more human and 
approachable” than he’s ever been before. 

Wayne emerges as a more deliber-
ate, thoughtful performer than you 
might expect, said Christopher Bray in 
TheDailyBeast .com. Eyman’s “densely 
observant” account illustrates how the 
young Glendale, Calif., native—while 
working as a bit player in dozens of 1930s 
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Book of the week

“Saval deserves a lifetime of Advil” for 
his efforts, said Jerry Stahl in Bookforum. 
The author, who’s an editor at the liter-
ary magazine n+1, sifted through reams of 
arcane business texts to gather raw mate-
rial for his study, then managed to spin 
those “dry-as-toast” texts into “genuine 
entertainment.” Fortunately, corporate 
voices aren’t the only ones we hear: Saval 
quotes an 1856 magazine article in which 
Walt Whitman derided office workers as “a 
round- shouldered generation of minute leg, 
chalky face, and hollow chest.” From there, 
we’re on to Herman Melville’s “Bartleby, 
the Scrivener” and Aldous Huxley’s Brave 

New World—each foreshadowing how 
today’s workplace encourages employees 
to live in constant fear of dismissal. Indeed, 
“the genius of Cubed is that Saval recog-
nizes the mood of barely controlled panic 
that suffuses most American offices.”

Saval can seem a bit too hard to please, 
said Lucy Kellaway in the Financial Times. 
Even a “cathedral of an office” that Frank 
Lloyd Wright created for a mail-order busi-
ness in Buffalo earns dark grumblings from 
the author about social control. What’s 
more, Saval’s lack of experience as a corpo-
rate employee “makes him a stranger to the 
many pleasures of working in a big office,” 
including the gossip and calming routine. 
Cubed, in its “best moments,” does allow 
that there are upsides to office work, said 
Tomas Hachard in Slate.com. As the 
boundary between work and home life 
blurs, Saval wisely laments its demise. But 
don’t seek answers here about what work 
might look like in the near future. Saval 
doesn’t make predictions. He’s instead 
given us a history that suggests that if hap-
piness is our goal, the workplace might 
simply be the wrong place to seek it.

Cubed: A Secret History of  
the Workplace
by Nikil Saval

(Doubleday, $27)

Novel of the week

Family Life
by Akhil Sharma

(Norton, $24)

John Wayne: The Life 
and Legend
by Scott Eyman

(Simon & Schuster, $32.50)

B movies—watched and learned from 
other actors as he devised a screen persona. 
America’s favorite cowboy also had a sur-
prising intellectual bent: He was an avid 
chess player who often recited passages of 
Milton from memory. “To be sure, Eyman 
can’t pretend to the cultural insight” that 
Garry Wills exhibited in 1997’s master-
ful John Wayne’s America. But Eyman’s 
portrait is fuller, showing us a star who 
was also a wounded son, a remorseful ex-
husband, and a generous mentor.

Not that Eyman ignores Wayne’s flaws, 
said Chris Foran in the Milwaukee Journal 
Sentinel. We’re reminded that Wayne’s phi-
landering, including a lengthy affair with 
Marlene Dietrich, helped sink three mar-
riages. Wayne also supported Hollywood’s 
1950s blacklist and “alienated a generation 
of young people” in the late ’60s by mak-
ing the jingoistic pro–Vietnam War film 
The Green Berets, said Glenn Frankel in 
The Washington Post. But the star’s über-
patriotism is portrayed as a product of the 
guilt he felt for not having served in World 
War II, and “what’s most striking” in gen-
eral about Eyman’s book is “the cloud of 
regret” that hangs over its protagonist. For 
“all his extraordinary success,” perhaps it 
was Wayne’s failures that defined him.

A typical 9-to-5 nirvana
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Best books...chosen by Francine Prose
Francine Prose’s new novel, Lovers at the Chameleon Club, Paris 1932, tells a story 
that spans two decades and various European milieus. Below, the author, critic, and 
former president of PEN American Center recommends six books that guided her. 

The Book List  ArTs 21 

Le Divorce by Diane Johnson (Plume, $15). It’s 
impossible to write a book set in Paris, during 
any era, without reading Johnson’s marvelously 
incisive and hilarious take on French culture and 
on how we Americans try to understand it—and 
just as frequently get it all wrong.

Paris Stories by Mavis Gallant (NYRB Classics, 
$16). Gallant was one of the most elegant, origi-
nal, and precise prose stylists of all time. Her 
Paris stories go as deeply as any fiction ever has 
into all the darkest and brightest areas of the 
human psyche—and the human heart.

Memoirs of Montparnasse by John Glassco 
(NYRB Classics, $16). Glassco moved to Paris 
in the 1920s, and his lightly fictionalized memoir 
captures the mood of the era. With its accounts 
of wild nights of partying with the famous and 
the infamous, it helps us imagine what it was like 
to be young and free in Paris at that time. It’s 
like a much kinder and more generous version of 
Hemingway’s A Moveable Feast.

Tales of Chekhov by Anton Chekhov (Ecco, 
$150). No other writer provides a better lesson 

in how to portray a character in depth, in how 
to get under the skin of someone else. All 13 vol-
umes of Chekhov’s stories are endlessly inspiring 
and helpful to today’s working writers, especially 
when the characters we’re writing about are very 
different from ourselves.

Into That Darkness: An Examination of 
Conscience by Gitta Sereny (Vintage, $18). One 
of the things I was dealing with in my novel is 
the nature of evil. How can an ordinary person 
do extraordinarily unspeakable things? This 
fascinating and beautifully written book-length 
interview with the Kommandant of the Treblinka 
extermination camp comes as close to answering 
those questions as anything ever will.

Hitler’s Table Talk: 1941–1944—His Secret 
Conversations (Enigma, $24). Martin Bormann 
(and others) wrote down everything Hitler said 
at meals for years. The result is shatteringly 
banal and almost impossible to read from start 
to finish, but when I realized that my novel 
would include a dinner party with Hitler, I knew 
that this book would be a useful resource.

Also of interest...in dry humor

Tony Dokoupil

Journalist Tony Dokoupil 

may never live better than 

he did until about age 6, said 

Tyler Stoddard Smith in 

Kirkus Reviews. Before the 

money suddenly dried up, 

life was Caribbean vacations, 

private school, lobster sand-

wiches, and 

afternoons 

on the fam-

ily yacht. “I 

knew some-

thing was 

wrong, but I 

didn’t know 

what it was,” 

Dokoupil says. The future 

writer for NBC News came 

to understand that his father 

had dealt drugs, but not 

until he was 30 did he learn 

the full truth: “Big Tony” 

Dokoupil had been one of the 

most successful marijuana 

smugglers of the 1970s and 

’80s. “Little Tony” was by 

then ready to confront where 

he’d come from and dig up 

the details—all of which he’s 

shared in his new memoir, 

The Last Pirate.

Dokoupil’s family history has 

given him an unusual per-

spective on marijuana legal-

ization, said Abby Haglage 

in TheDailyBeast.com. He 

opposes prosecution of 

users, but warns against full 

legalization, saying that such 

potential benefits as sav-

ings on enforcement costs 

have been “wildly” oversold. 

“Cartels will diversify, tax 

revenues will be shrunk 

by public health costs, and 

enforcement won’t go away; 

it will merely shift to the 

kinds of enforcement we see 

in alcohol crimes”—like DUIs 

and open-container viola-

tions, he says. Such skepti-

cism puts him at odds with 

his now 67-year-old father. 

“[He] still thinks legal weed 

is his greatest legacy,” says 

Dokoupil. “He’s a romantic 

and I love him still. But, dude, 

your greatest legacy? Your 

proudest achievement? Most 

people say, ‘My children.’ I 

wish he did, too.”

Author of the week
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Beleaguered interns won’t be the only 
readers who’ll find Shane Kuhn’s 
debut novel “a serious guilty plea-
sure,” said Adam Woog in The Seattle 
Times. This “gleeful and morbidly 
funny satire” imagines a group of 

20-something assassins who pose as coffee fetch-
ers to get closer to their targets in the executive 
suites. They all work for Human Resources Inc., 
and The Intern’s Handbook doubles as a cheerful 
guide to HR hires and a tale about one hit man 
whose personal life gets in the way of his work.

The Intern’s Handbook

by Shane Kuhn (Simon & Schuster, $25)

This comic novel about an ugly mari-
tal split “has more snap and freshness 
than a just-picked stalk of celery,” 
said Yvonne Zipp in CSMonitor.com. 
Told through the emails, memos, 
and court documents gathered in a 

fictional case file, it somehow creates a screwball-
style heroine out of the young criminal defense 
attorney who’s forced to handle a wealthy cou-
ple’s divorce. Former Yale lecturer Susan Rieger 
chose a challenging format for her first novel, but 
she “pulls it off with aplomb.”

The Divorce Papers

by Susan Rieger (Crown, $25)

“It’s always good to catch up with 
Douglas Coupland,” even when he’s 
writing about an irredeemable jerk, 
said Jeff Simon in The Buffalo News. 
The 14th novel from the satirist who 
popularized the phrase “Generation 

X” follows an underemployed movie cameraman 
as he journeys to a Pacific island to shoot a TV 
reality show and vents his contempt constantly. 
Coupland might not be the cultural seer he once 
was, but this “outrageous” book proves that his 
“talent to amuse” remains undiminished.

Worst. Person. Ever.

by Douglas Coupland (Blue Rider, $27)

Annabelle Gurwitch makes no pre-
tence of growing old gracefully, said 
Amanda St. Amand in the St. Louis 
Post-Dispatch. The former co-host 
of TBS’s Dinner and a Movie is 52 
now, and most of the essays in her 

“spot-on” new collection concern “her often 
funny, sometimes sad attempts to stay swimming 
in the kiddie pool” despite her age. She tackles 
some serious challenges along the way, including 
caring for a friend dying of pancreatic cancer, but 
her wit bobs up even at the darkest moments.

I See You Made an Effort

by Annabelle Gurwitch (Blue Rider, $26)
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A single work by Sigmar Polke “can send 
you coursing down a quicksilver network 
of ideas and associations,” said Jason 
Farago in The Guardian (U.K.). “Imagine, 
then, the impact of a full 265 of them.” A 
visitor could profitably spend days wan-
dering among the drawings, paintings, 
collages, films, and installations included 
in this survey—an exhibit that “will 
endure, I suspect, as one of the greatest 
shows MoMA has mounted in decades.” 
Polke, who was born in Germany during 
World War II, began his career in 1960s 
Düsseldorf and never stayed still long 
enough to be pinned down: Across his 
five-decade career, he skipped across (and 
often parodied) major art movements, left 
no medium untouched, and invented quite 
a few of his own. In this show, “the one 
constant is that everything speaks in an 
arresting present tense.” 

Another possible constant was that he 
“remained in certain ways an unrecon-
structed 1960s person to the end of his 
life,” said Holland Cotter in The New York 

Times. He resisted authority in all forms, 

Polke’s Watchtower (1984): ‘A tectonic shift’

Exhibit of the week 

Alibis: Sigmar Polke, 1963–2010
Museum of Modern Art, New York City, 
through Aug. 3

22 arts 

engaged in love fests and drug fests, and 
traveled the world with camera in hand. 
He “had a thing for making art from 
weird materials”—including soap, soot, 
and  bedsheets—and his collected work 
“has the variety and novelty of a souk.” As 
multifarious as his work is, his chief legacy 

is that he “effected a tectonic shift in how 
we think about what a painting can be,” 
said Maika Pollack in GalleristNY.com. 
Polke used patterned bedsheets and Bubble 
Wrap as his canvases and everything from 
photographic bromide to meteor dust as 
paint. In works like the 1982 triptych 
Negative Value, he made use of a synthetic 
pigment that appears purple, green, or 
brown, depending on the viewing angle. 
After Polke, painting was no longer “a 
surface onto which a concrete image is set 
down” but “a kind of moving, changing 
screen that embraces chance.” 

For some reason, MoMA undersells that 
achievement, said Jerry saltz in New York 
magazine. Though Polke as a painter was 
“in a league with Tintoretto,” paintings 
compose only a third of this show, and 
they’re crowded together and presented 
without explanatory wall text. Polke 
deserved better than the “cocktail-shaker, 
look-at-how-much-he-did” presentation 
he’s gotten here, and yet “nobody should 
skip it.” To get a feel for his powers, stand 
still in front of the show’s three Heron 
paintings from 1968 to ’69, all painted on 
patterned fabric. “This is kitsch as exqui-
siteness, wallpaper as tour de force, a shat-
tering of molds about what is decoratively 
cliché and what is painterly grace.”

Kelis continues to defy 
expectations on her 
excellent sixth album, 
said Jim Farber in the 
New York Daily News. 
Following a 2010 mis-
step when she ven-
tured into pure dance 

pop, the Harlem-born R&B singer chose 
“just the right left-field producer” to help 
her find yet another direction, and the 
result is “the most consistent and organic 
sound” of any found in her highly varied 
catalog. Afro-beat blends with classic 
soul as David Sitek of the band TV on the 
Radio brings in some “spicy splashes of 
horns” and a bit of warm organ and bass 
to complement Kelis’s appealingly earthy 
vocals, which “sound like Rod Stewart at 
one point and Nina Simone at another.” 
“None of it would work without Kelis’s 
otherworldly ability to push sultry R&B 
sass to new heights,” said Troy L. Smith 
in the Cleveland Plain Dealer. Fans wait-
ing for another hit on the level of 2003’s 
“Milkshake” might find Food too mellow, 
but the album’s mostly upbeat in spirit. “In 
fact, it’s downright giddy at times.”

Aimee Mann and Ted 
Leo “make a good 
team”—even bet-
ter than fans might 
expect, said Greg Kot 
in the Chicago Tribune. 
In separate careers, 
both have shown 

deep appreciation for songcraft—Mann 
as a singer-songwriter in the pop-rock 
vein and Leo as leader of the pop-punk 
group Ted Leo and the Pharmacists. But 
though they’ve performed together for 
barely a year, their first album as The Both 
“isn’t just a collection of well-constructed 
tunes”; it’s a unified work, a record held 
together by a shared sense of time slip-
ping away but brightened by hand claps, 
traded vocal harmonies, and bouncy piano 
riffs. The easy intermingling of Leo’s “spiky 
punkiness” and Mann’s “friendly” pop 
rock results in “a charm offensive that’s 
hard to resist,” said Jason Heller in the 
A.V. Club. Moments of “dark, complex 
lyricism” pop up here and there, but they 
“pass across the album like wispy storm 
clouds”—“whisked away with a harmony 
and a wave.”

The Afghan Whigs’ 
first album in 16 years 
“effortlessly man-
ages to bridge the old 

and new,” said Glenn 
Gamboa in Newsday. 
Singer-songwriter Greg 
Dulli still croons with 

brooding sensuality, and when the dis-
torted guitars kick in, a listener can briefly 
imagine it’s 1993 again. But Dulli and bass-
ist John Curley don’t do pure nostalgia 
trips, so new sounds intervene: A club 
beat stirs in “Can Rova,” while “industrial-
tinged drums” drive “Matamoros.” Some 
of the change owes to the absence of gui-

tarist Rick McCollum, said Jason Gubbels 
in Spin.com. McCollum’s replacements 
don’t quite deliver the same “frenzied wah-
wah glissandos and filthy slide,” so Dulli 
does his best to compensate. His “dark 
obsessions and predatory narrators man-
age to sound as erotically entrancing as he 
pushes 50 as they did when he was court-
ing 25,” and he easily reclaims “his place 
in the rock vocal hall of fame”—alongside 
“fellow screamers” John Lennon and The 
Replacements’ Paul Westerberg. 

Kelis
Food

★★★★

The Both
The Both

★★★★

The Afghan Whigs
Do to the Beast

★★★★

review of reviews: art & Music

  



Review of reviews: Film24 aRts 

This adaptation of a best-selling 
Christian memoir turns out 
to be “a surprisingly tough-
minded portrait of a man wres-
tling with his faith,” said ann 
Hornaday in The Washington 
Post. Heaven Is for Real ulti-
mately endorses the bold decla-
ration in its title, but it spends 
most of its running time sensi-
tively addressing the challenges 
that a community of believers confront when a 
boy’s mystical experience undermines teachings 
they’ve previously embraced. Greg Kinnear is “his 
usual solid self” as a Nebraska pastor who has 
to readjust his own thinking when his 4-year-old 

son emerges from a surgery 
talking about visions of Jesus 
on a colored horse, said David 
Lewis in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. “There’s not a 
false note” in young Connor 
Corum’s performance, either, 
though the all-American set-
ting feels so phony that the 
movie’s first 15 minutes “seem 
like a long-running Chevrolet 

commercial.” Nonbelievers who check out 
Heaven Is for Real “may come away unconvinced 
while appreciating the film’s sincerity,” said ty 
Burr in The Boston Globe. “The faithful should 
welcome it warmly.” 

Kinnear tests Corum’s powers.
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New on DVD and Blu-ray

“Only the French could pro-
duce a film like this,” said 
Erik McClanahan in the 
Minneapolis Star Tribune. 
Whatever Hollywood might do 
with a story about a beautiful 
teenager who turns to high-
priced prostitution, director 
François Ozon has used the 
premise to create “a balanced 
and honest look at young 
sexuality.” Screen newcomer Marine Vacth stars 
as a 17-year-old Parisienne who for mysterious 
reasons decides to start secretly selling her services 
between classes at the Sorbonne. When police 
eventually alert her family to their daughter’s 

activity, her parents are baffled 
about what motivated her, said 
Robbie Collin in The Daily 
Telegraph (U.K.). Yet Ozon’s 
screenplay “works because it 
withholds that answer”—and 
refuses to moralize. Not that 
Vacth’s Isabelle averts all sense 
of regret, said David Rooney 
in The Hollywood Reporter. 
In “an exquisite final scene,” 

Charlotte Rampling plays a woman who comes to 
Isabelle seeking answers about her late husband. 
Vacth makes Isabelle “simultaneously aloof and 
tender,” both “purposeful and adrift.” It’s “a 
transfixing performance.” 

The film’s ‘transfixing’ 23-year-old star

This directorial debut by one 
of today’s finest cinematog-
raphers is a “bold, beautiful, 
sometimes confounding flight 
of futuristic speculation,” said 
Richard Roeper in the Chicago 
Sun-Times. It doesn’t always 
cohere, but if you’ve seen the 
images Wally Pfister created 
for Christopher Nolan’s Dark 
Knight trilogy, you won’t be 
surprised that Transcendence is a “stunning piece 
of work.” In the lead role, Johnny Depp contrib-
utes “one of his most interesting performances” 
yet—playing a celebrated scientist who uploads 
all his memories and thoughts to a supercomputer 

so his mind can outlive him. 
Sorry, but I thought Depp 
plays the part with so little 
life that he’s “like Keanu 
Reeves on quaaludes,” said 
Lou Lumenick in the New 
York Post. The film starts out 
promisingly, but poor execu-
tion transforms it quickly 
into a “transcendently awful 
bore.” Transcendence no 

doubt “falls apart” once Depp’s digital self begins 
plotting a world takeover, said Dana stevens in 
Slate.com. But at least it aims high. I’d prefer “its 
grand loopy ambition” any day to “the small-
minded sameness of most futuristic thrillers.”

Depp in his Keanu mode
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Heaven Is for 
Real

A young Nebraska boy  
meets Jesus.

★★★★

Directed by Randall Wallace
(PG)

Young & 
Beautiful

A teenager in Paris seeks to 
monetize her good looks.

★★★★

Directed by François Ozon
(Not rated)

Transcendence

Artificial intelligence attempts 
a world takeover.

★★★★

Directed by Wally Pfister
(PG-13)

The King of Comedy  
(Fox, $25) 
This 1983 Martin Scorsese drama dis-
turbed many early viewers, said The New 
York Times. But as it finally appears in a 
Blu-ray edition, it stands as “one of the 
richest films of its era,” featuring Robert 
De Niro as a talentless aspiring comedian 
who kidnaps his idol.

Gloria 
(Lions Gate, $27) 
A single woman in her 50s boldly goes 
looking for love in this “near-perfect” 2013 
film from Chilean director Sebastián Lelio, 
said the Los Angeles Times. The “incom-
parable” Paulina García “tosses aside van-
ity in favor of a don’t-count-me-out brio,” 
and her performance never falters.

Hill Street Blues: The Complete Series 
(Shout! Factory, $140) 
Many consider Hill Street Blues the show 
that launched today’s “golden age” of TV 
dramas, said the Toronto Star. The ensem-
ble police series won 26 Emmy Awards 
during its 1981–87 run, still the most ever 
awarded to a drama. This set gathers all 
144 episodes for the first time. 

  



Ruben Salazar: Man in the Middle 
What really happened to Ruben Salazar? This 
compelling documentary reveals new evidence 
about the death of the Los Angeles journalist, 
who was celebrated as a civil rights martyr after 
he was killed by a police tear-gas round fired 
during a 1970 riot. But the film also dials back 
the clock, exploring how a reporter who had no 
interest in protest politics found his voice in his 
40s after being assigned to cover the city’s bur-
geoning Chicano movement. Tuesday, April 29, 
at 9 p.m., PBS; check local listings

Playing House 
Here’s to second chances. Comedy duo Lennon 
Parham and Jessica St. Clair won more than a 
few avid fans when just four episodes of their 
series Best Friends Forever aired in 2012 before 
NBC pulled the plug. USA Network has decided 
to give Parham and St. Clair another shot, and 
so far, the result looks to be a very funny, far 
more polished series—this one about lifelong 
friends who band together to raise a baby. 
Tuesday, April 29, at 10 p.m., USA Network

Wild China 
If you’ve never seen the multipart BBC docu-
mentary Wild China, this three-episode mini-
marathon is necessary viewing. Beyond China’s 
smog-covered megacities lies a vast nation rich 
in natural wonder and beauty. Cameras capture 
the country’s stunning biodiversity in sharp, 
high-def detail, beginning in Yunnan province 
and some of the oldest jungles in the world. 
Thursday, May 1, at 8 p.m., Nat Geo Wild

Craft in America 
Yes, Americans still make things. In a new 
episode of this award-winning series, the busi-
ness of handcrafted goods becomes the focus, 
as the show visits an Amesbury, Mass., builder 
of wooden boats and a Alabama hamlet called 
Gee’s Bend, where generations of women 
produce abstract-patterned quilts that have 
attracted worldwide attention. Friday, May 2, at 
10 p.m., PBS; check local listings

Television  arTs 25
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Monday, April 28 

Night Flight  

Clark Gable plays a courier 
pilot on a daring mission 
over the Andes. Based 
on a novel by Antoine de 
Saint-Exupéry, author of 
The Little Prince. (1933) 
3:30 p.m., TCM

Tuesday, April 29 

Suddenly  

Ol’ Blue Eyes a killer? Frank 
Sinatra is utterly convinc-
ing as an assassin trying 
to kill the president in this 
neglected noir thriller. 
(1954) 5:15 p.m., GetTV

Wednesday, April 30 

Man Hunt  

A British big game hunter 
sneaks into Germany to 
try to kill Adolf Hitler. Fritz 
Lang, who fled Nazi rule in 
the 1930s, directs. (1941) 
10 p.m., TCM

Thursday, May 1 

Mommie Dearest 

You’ll be ridding your 
home of wire hangers after 
watching Faye Dunaway’s 
terrifying portrayal of Joan 
Crawford in this drama 
based on a memoir by 
Crawford’s daughter. (1981) 
8:15 p.m., Sundance

Friday, May 2 

Die Hard 

Bruce Willis established 
himself as a bona fide 
action hero playing a New 
York cop who winds up 
single-handedly trying to 
foil a major heist in L.A. 
(1988) 3:30 p.m., AMC

Saturday, May 3 

The Shawshank 
Redemption  

Before it was enshrined 
as a modern classic, this 
wrenching prison tale was 
a box-office flop. Morgan 
Freeman and Tim Robbins 
star. (1994) 8 p.m., IFC

Sunday, May 4 

Rescue Dawn 

Christian Bale stars in a 
powerful Werner Herzog 
film based on Herzog’s 
1997 documentary about 
a German-American pilot 
shot down in Vietnam. 
(2006) 4:55 p.m., Showtime 

Movies on TV

Ann Richards wasn’t the first “maverick” in 
American politics, but few have worn the label 
with more flair. The silver-haired Texan burst 
into the spotlight when in a peppery keynote 
at the 1988 Democratic National Convention, 
she mocked President George H.W. Bush for 
being “born with a silver foot in his mouth.” 
Richards soon won election as Texas’s 45th 
governor, but served just a term before being 
defeated by George W. Bush. In this spirited 
documentary, Bill Clinton, Willie Nelson, and 
others help put her plainspoken legacy in per-
spective. Monday, April 28, at 9 p.m., HBO

Show of the week

Governor Richards drives home a point.

All About Ann

The Improv: 50 Years Behind the Brick Wall  
For decades, the stage at the Improv in 
New York was make-or-break for aspiring 
comedians. A microphone, a spotlight, and 
a brick-wall backdrop were the only props, 
so the jokes had to be good. Richard Pryor, 
Andy Kaufman, and Jerry Seinfeld all used the 
Improv as a training ground, and this breezy 
documentary brings in plenty of current stars 
to tell the venue’s story. Friday, May 2, at mid-
night, Comedy Central 

Other highlights 
Fish Tank Kings 
Big challenges await the show’s aquarium build-
ers this week, as they attempt to net a giant 
octopus and turn the second story of an office 
building into a shark tank. Monday, April 28, at 
9 p.m., Nat Geo Wild 

iHeartRadio Music Awards 
Justin Timberlake and Rihanna lead all nomi-
nees as fans get a chance to decide the winners 
in this all-new awards show, which will feature 
live performances by various to-be-determined 
stars. Thursday, May 1, at 8 p.m., NBC

Boxing: Mayweather vs. Maidana  
Floyd Mayweather Jr. seeks to defend his 
unblemished record when he takes on Argentine 
giant slayer Marcos Maidana. Saturday, May 3, 
at 9 p.m., Showtime Pay-Per-View

• All listings are Eastern Time.

Craft in America visits the quilters of Gee’s Bend.

  



The cold, rainy summer of 2011 tested 
the skills of many cabernet sauvignon 
producers in California’s Napa Valley, 
said Eric Asimov in The New York Times. 
Sampling bottles in the under-$100 
range, we most liked Grassi’s “plummy” 
yet “beautifully balanced” entry. But 
close behind were a few that were 
brighter and fresher than the estab-
lished cabernet ideal—“wines that I 
could imagine drinking with gusto.”
Vineyard 29 Cru ($50). Ripe fruit aro-
mas balance the “earthy, mineral quali-

ties” of this “angular yet harmoni-
ous” cru—Vineyard 29’s entry-level 
cabernet.
Chappellet Signature ($45). This 2011 
delivers “lingering favors of ripe 
red fruit, spices, and earth.”
ZD ($40). Our top value choice also 
offered plenty of ripe red fruit, and 
our panel preferred this “fresh, 
structured” option to more than a 
dozen pricier 2011s.

LEISURE26

Food & Drink

Sobban Atlanta
Welcome to “a new era” for diner food, 
said Bill Addison in Atlanta magazine. 
In Atlanta, where a burgeoning Korean 
population is remapping the ethnic-cuisine 
map and inspiring experimentation in every 
chef’s kitchen, “no two cooks have more 
successfully explored the ways to merge 
Korean and Southern seasonings” than 
the two young partners behind Sobban. 
Jiyeon Lee, a former Korean pop star, and 
Texas native Cody Taylor call their new 
place a Korean Southern diner, and it’s “a 
fascinating work in progress.” You’ll find 
fewer misfires on the more limited menu 
at Lee and Taylor’s popular Heirloom 
Market BBQ, but 6-month-old Sobban is 
finding its feet as it explores new ground. 
The light, crispy kimchee-seafood pancakes 
and fiery chicken wings in a chile-ginger 
glaze go well with a craft beer or any of 
the short wine list’s white burgundies. The 
nori corn dog disappoints, but the pork 
donkatsu—a breaded chop that’s served 
with a sweet-potato mousse—pairs bril-
liantly with a side of miso kale. “Together, 
they lull you into a state of elation.” 1788 
Clairmont Rd., (678) 705-4233

The American Local Portland, Ore.
By being “neither American nor local,” 
this road-trip-inspired restaurant winds 
up feeling “as American as it gets,” 

Critics’ choice: Three new twists on the diner ideal
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2011 cabs: A bad year’s best
Yes, you can actually make a really good baguette in just four hours from practically 
nothing, said Kristen Miglore in Food52.com. This recipe, from Dan Leader of New 

York’s Bread Alone, creates a Paris-worthy loaf with “a resilient, toffee-colored crust.” 

Recipe of the week

• Stir yeast into warm 
water. Wait 10 minutes, 
then stir in four. Let sit 
20 minutes. Add salt and 
knead about 10 minutes, 
until dough is smooth and 
springy. Place dough in a 
greased bowl, seal with 
plastic, and place in a cold oven for 
about 45 minutes, until dough’s girth 
doubles. Remove, fatten slightly, fold so 
that both sides meet in the middle, then 
turn the dough and repeat that fold. Re-
turn dough to sealed bowl in cold oven 
for another hour.
• Remove dough and roll into three 
 baguette-like tubes. Space evenly on light-

ly foured parchment. To 
force baguettes to rise up 
rather than outward, scoot 
them together so that only 
parchment separates them. 
For the outside edges, use 
two rolled-up towels.
• As tubes double again, 

heat oven to 475. Place a rimless baking 
sheet on middle rack and an iron skillet 
below. When oven is scorching, cut diag-
onal slashes across top of each baguette 
using kitchen scissors. Slide parchment 
and loaves onto the hot baking sheet. 
Put the ice cubes in the skillet (the steam 
will help the loaves fnish rising). Bake 
20 minutes without opening oven door.

Four-hour baguette (Makes three loaves)
1 tsp active dry yeast • 1½ cups tap water, heated to 115 degrees • 3¼ cups all- 

purpose ýour • 3 tsp kosher salt • canola oil, for greasing the bowl • ½ cup ice cubes

said Matthew Korfhage in the Portland 
Willamette Week. Chef Chris Whaley 
and partner Jenny Nickolaus drove cross-
country several times while dreaming up 
the venture, which has turned out to be 
“a high-low rave-up” of regional flavors 
crossed with the kinds of Asian spices 
that have become “as familiar to the U.S. 
palate as chicken gravy.” The pork-belly 
skewers, for instance, are essentially bacon 
glazed with breakfast syrup and a splash of 
sriracha. The American Local also serves 
a “lovely” no-nonsense burger, charred on 
the outside and tender in the middle. But 
aside from the inventive light cocktails and 
dessert sundaes, the offerings you’re likely 
to remember best are Whaley’s vegetable 
dishes. I could eat the pickled watermelon 

radish with scallions and black garlic every 
day. And the same goes for the Brussels 
sprouts with pickled jalapeño and blood 
orange: “It’s the menu’s staple and base-
line, satisfying both stomach and palate.”
3003 SE Division St., (503) 954-2687

Shoo-Fly Diner Baltimore
“One of the hardest restaurant concepts 
to pull off is the upscale retro diner,” but 
the Shoo-Fly has cracked the code, said 
Todd Kliman in Washingtonian. Skipping 
the chrome, the jukeboxes, and the wait-
staff costumed in black tees and Chuck 
Taylors, owners Spike and Amy Gjerde 
have instead built a for-everyone kind of 
place: The three-level space is “at once a 
friendly bar, a tavern-like dining room, 
and a mini- luncheonette,” and the quality 
of the breads, meats, fresh produce, and 
house-canned goods does most of the rest. 
Not that the Gjerdes don’t attend to details: 
Kids have their own toy-filled playroom, 
and the bar spoils the over-21 set with 
bourbon slushes made with 101-proof 
whiskey and a local pear cider. Of course, 
“you can’t come to a place like this without 
ordering dessert,” and the Shoo-Fly comes 
through with Toll House cookies, a “killer” 
sweet-potato pie, and house-made soft-serve 
ice cream. They’ll leave you “immeasurably 
fatter, though immeasurably happier, too.” 
510 E. Belvedere Ave., (410) 464-9222

Crafting adult beverages at the Shoo-Fly Diner

  



Travel28 leisure 

The moment the boat pulled away, I 
experienced “a completely different 
kind of alone,” said Carl Hoffman in 
National Geographic Traveler. I have 
been to New Guinea before, and even 
visited the same isolated tribal vil-
lage at the edge of the New Guinea 
jungle. But this time I have asked 
to be left for a month, and I am 
instantly encircled by a greeting party 
of 50 strangers with bones piercing 
their septa and white feathers in their 
headbands. Did I mention that their 
recent ancestors were cannibals? “In 
a lifetime of travel,” this is surely 
“the most intense thing I’ve done.”

An elder tribesman named Kokai is serving 
as my host. Kokai remembered me when 
I ran across him in the small coastal town 
of Agats, and he agreed to let me stay with 
him in his hut if I paid for his boat ride 
home. Upon our arrival, we smoke tobacco 
in a circle with other Asmat men who talk 

This week’s dream: Embedding with an ancient tribe
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There’s no other lodging in 
Prague quite like the One 
Room Hotel, said Christine 
Ajudua in The New York 
Times. Located 230 feet up 
a Soviet-era television tower 
that looms above the historic 
city, this exclusive concrete-
and-steel cabin in the sky 
affords unparalleled views 
through its panoramic win-
dows. Twenty-four-hour but-
ler service is included, and a 
chauffeur-driven Mercedes-
Benz awaits downstairs for 
all excursions. When the sun 
sets, no one will see if you 
light candles and lower your-
self into the suite’s oversized 
tub while savoring the lights 
spread out below you.
oneroomhotel.cz; doubles 
from $905

Hotel of the week

The Natchez Trace is a much more pleasant cor-
ridor to travel than it was 200 years ago, said 
Melanie Radzicki McManus in the Minneapolis 
Star Tribune. Back when the old Indian trail 
served as a major trade route for our fledgling 
nation, heat, swarming insects, and packs of 
bandits made traveling the Trace so perilous that 
it was known as the “Devil’s Backbone.” But all 
444 miles from Natchez, Miss., to Nashville are 
now a National Scenic Byway, and my husband 
and I have only fond memories after pedaling 
the entire length last fall. Our first day took us 
past a 35-foot Indian mound and the Trace’s 
only remaining 18th-century inn, and the next 
few days rolled by “in a kaleidoscope of vivid 
colors, sounds, and smells.” Gorgeous as the 
landscape was, what delighted us most were var-
ious “quirky and unexpected” happenings—like 
being passed by a pack of gleaming Corvettes 
driven by smiling senior citizens.

Getting the flavor of...

Making the most of an eyesore 

Last-minute travel deals
Half off a Thai paradise 
Relax on the famous white-
sand beaches of Phuket, 
Thailand’s largest island, while 
staying at the sleek, contem-
porary Kee Resort & Spa. Book 
by May 31 to save 50 percent. 
With the discount, doubles 
start at $109 a night. 
hotels.com

May on Georgia’s coast
Get away to Georgia’s serene 
Sea Islands before May 27 
and enjoy 25 percent off at 
the Jekyll Island Club Hotel, a 
historic 125-year-old lodging 
on an island that’s mostly pre-
served as a state park. Doubles 
start at $156 a night.
jekyllclub.com

Myrtle Beach luxury
The Marina Inn in Myrtle Beach, 
S.C., is offering discounts of up 
to 35 percent through May 22. 
The 230-room luxury property 
provides shuttles to a private 
ocean-side beach. For three-
night stays, doubles start at $88 
a night.
marinainnatgrandedunes.com

quickly in Indonesian while I try to keep 
up. When a bowl of noodles and rice is 
offered, I don’t know if it will sicken me. 
But “there is nothing I can do but eat, so 
I do.” I’m here to understand Asmat cul-
ture by completely immersing myself, and 
I must “leave behind everything I know.” 

Soon, I’m drinking rainwater “wig-
gling with mosquito larvae” and 
eating sago worms.

I never do get used to the smell of 
human excrement in Kokai’s vil-
lage, since every toilet is just a hole 
cut in a floor. But I enjoy learning 
hunting stories told in pantomime 
and “lose myself in tribal reverie” 
as drummers and dancers celebrate 
the completion of a 100-foot-long 
men’s house for the village’s Jisar 
clan. Times moves so differently in 
this place that I think for a while 
that the month will never end. 
But eventually each day becomes 

“a blur of heat and rain and smoke and 
drumming and sitting in stillness,” and the 
month ends suddenly. Just before I board 
the boat that will take me back to Agats, 
Kokai takes my hand and rubs it on his 
cheek. “Adik,” he says—the Indonesian 
word for “little brother.”

Cycling the Natchez Trace

If you go looking for remnants of the 1964 
World’s Fair, bring your imagination, said Beth 
J. Harpaz in the Associated Press. Intriguing 
relics of the event still grace Flushing Meadows 
Corona Park in Queens, N.Y., but visiting the 
area today is “as much about 21st-century 
Queens as it is a walk down memory lane.” A 
half-hour ride from midtown Manhattan on 
the 7 train brings into view a few World’s Fair 
icons: a “stupendous” 12-story steel globe, the 
flying-saucer towers of the long-shuttered New 
York Pavilion, and two NASA rocket ships that 
stand in front of the New York Hall of Science. 
An October reopening is scheduled for that 
museum’s “otherworldly” Great Hall. Until then, 
nostalgia seekers might be best advised to enjoy 
today’s park amenities and let the Fair relics—
like the carousel outside the Queens Zoo and 
the scale model of New York City housed at the 
Queens Museum—pop up where they may.

A World’s Fair at 50

Prague

The One Room Hotel

Costumed dancers at an Asmat ceremony 

  



One of this season’s hottest fashion acces-
sories will take many by surprise: the fanny 
pack. “The risk of guffaws aside,” bags like 
the Eva from Newbark have been spotted 
on runways and around the waists of some 
of the most stylish fashionistas. These “new 
hip-slung bags are a far cry from tourist-
hugging nylon pouches,” though. Some 
sport extravagant beads or sequins, while 
others are sleekly minimalist. Price tags 
for the higher-end fanny packs can sur-
pass $1,000. But the trendy crowd learned 
what grandmas always knew: These bags 
are “functional and hands-free,” making 
them the “perfect accessory for spring and 

summer 
activities.” 
$990, net-

a-porter.com
Source: Wall Street 

Journal 

Pebble Smart Doggie 
Doorbell 
One push of the paw 
or snout on the Doggie 
Doorbell button lets 
Fido tell you that he 
wants back in the house. 
A treat holder on the 
device will help you 
train him to use it.
$28, pebblesmart.com
Source: Better Homes and 

Gardens

Brendan Ravenhill 
Dustbin
The removable lid of 
this powder-coated steel 
trash container doubles 
as a handy dustpan. 
The birch-wood brush 
attaches to the side of 
the can using magnets.
$99, westelm.com 
Source: Oprah.com 

Tanisha Shoe 
Ottoman 
This stylish ottoman 
“has a rich inner life.” 
Ten pockets for shoes 
ring the interior, and 
the center space can be 
used for boots, tights, or 
anything else you need 
to store.
$295, safaviehhome
 .com
Source: Oprah.com 

Toro Recycler With 
SmartStow
Most lawn mowers hog 
space in the garage. Not 
this one. It can be folded 
up and stood on edge 
thanks to an engine that 
won’t 
leak gas 
when 
upended.
$369, 
toro.com
Source: 

Popular 

Science

ChargerLeash
Prone to forgetting the 
charging cable for your 
smartphone? The small 
box on this one f ashes a 
red light and sounds an 
alarm when you remove 
your phone, reminding 
you to take it with you.
From $23, chargerleash 
.com
Source: Gizmodo.com

The best of...problem solvers

Consumer

AutoWeek 

Don’t even ask the Escalade to change its 
ways. Cadillac’s full-size SUV has been 
redesigned for 2015, but it’s blockier and 
more powerful than the outgoing model, 
and it delivers “more bling than a Jay Z 
concert with Lil Wayne opening.” With 
a new 420-hp V-8 under the hood, this 
5,800-pound bruiser can reach highway 
speed as quickly as the sports cars of a 
generation ago, and it also now offers one 
of the best American cabins in any class.

Automobile

The interior has def nitely made “a quantum 
leap in style and material quality.” Real 

wood and perforated leather are every-
where, and passengers will also appreciate 
that this Caddy is seriously quiet and no 
longer “a shuddering mess over bumps.” 
Cargo capacity disappoints, though. While 
the third-row seats now fold down at the 
push of a button, the space behind them can 
handle no more than a couple of suitcases.

Autoblog

Highway mileage has been nudged up to 
21 mpg, but eff ciency isn’t this vehicle’s 
selling point. While “brash styling” and the 
Cadillac badge were previously enough to 
make the Escalade a hit, this time “it’ll be 
driving dynamics, technology,” and that 

“beautifully appointed” cabin. Good job, 
Detroit. “Escalade is once again a vehicle 
that cannot and will not be ignored.”
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Tip of the week...
How to turn back an ant invasion

Best websites…
For busy parents

And for those who have 
everything…

 ■ Natural barriers. Many common house-
hold products repel ants, so enlist them in 
your battles. Use chalk, salt, or talcum pow-
der at doorways, windows, and baseboards 
to create barrier lines that ants won’t cross.

 ■ The acid treatment. Ants don’t like 
lemons or vinegar either, so you can also 
defend entry points with lemon juice or by 
spraying them with a one-to-one solution of 
water and white vinegar.

 ■ Herbal therapy. Ants invading the kitchen 
will be searching for sugar; “give them 
some pepper instead.” A sprinkle of cay-
enne pepper at your baseboards and the 
back of your countertops can be a powerful 
deterrent. Though ants like paprika, a bay 
leaf taped inside your sugar jar will serve 
as a repellent, too, as will cabinet sachets 
filled with sage, bay leaf, stick cinnamon, or 
whole cloves.
Source: ReadersDigest.com

 ■ Plated.com delivers premeasured ingre-
dients for ready-to-cook meals to users’ 
doorsteps. All the home chef has to do is pick 
a meal, accept delivery, and follow the en-
closed recipe. ($12 a plate with a $10 monthly 
membership, or $15 per plate without)

 ■ UrbanSitter.com helps friends vet 
babysitters for one another. After logging 
on through Facebook Connect, users view 
profiles of recommended sitters and can 
book them immediately. Joining the service 
costs $25 plus a $10 monthly fee.

 ■ ChoreMonster.com helps motivate 
children to do their chores. Rewards for 
completed chores include random monsters 
as well as points that can be used to make 
purchases through Amazon Prime accounts. 
Parents can set chore lists, monitor whether 
tasks are being completed, and add rewards, 
like a trip to the ice cream stand or the zoo.
Source: FoxNews.com

The 2015 Cadillac Escalade: What the critics say

‘A quantum leap’ in quality,
from $71,695
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This week: Renovated residences
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1  Sewickley Heights, Pa.  This four-bedroom stone 
house built in 1921 got a complete renovation down 
to the studs. Details include an open floor plan, 
bleached walnut floors, maple woodwork, and a two-
story entry hall with a catwalk. The 8-acre property 
features a stone-lined pond with a fountain and a 
gazebo. $4,050,000. Linda Taylor, Howard Hanna, 
(412) 741-2200

3  Watertown, Minn.  This single-story, five-bedroom 
house sits on a 6.9-acre waterfront lot on Oak Lake. 
Both the interior and exterior have been refurbished. 
New details include a four-season porch, white-oak 
floors, exposed-beam ceilings, and heated tile floors. 
The property features 700 feet of shoreline and a heated 
pool. $1,145,000. George W. Stickney, Coldwell Banker 
Burnet, (952) 476-3694

2  Danville, Calif.  Built in 
1989, this four-bedroom 

home underwent more than 
$1.6 million in renova-

tions. The interior features 
a kitchen with custom 

cabinets and slab granite 
and a master suite with a 

fireplace, a coffee bar, and 
a sitting area. The property 

includes an outdoor pavilion 
with a pool, a spa, a fire pit, 
and a koi pond. $2,295,000. 

 Marvin Remmich, RAM 
Properties/Top Agent 

 Network, (925) 837-0199
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4  Milton, Mass.  Set on 
4.6 acres in the Scott’s 

Woods Historic District, 
this six-bedroom converted 

post-and-beam barn is 
10 miles from downtown 

Boston. The 6,500-square-
foot main house features 
energy-efficient systems, 

five renovated bathrooms, 
and a custom kitchen. The 

property includes a new 
gunite pool, a cabin, and 
a renovated antique cot-

tage. $2,800,000. Theresa 
Donovan, Coldwell Banker 

Residential Brokerage, 
(617) 645-6955

6  Sarasota, Fla.  This four-bedroom, Mediterranean-style home was 
built in 1927 and renovated in 2012. The interior features wood floors, 
French doors, a chef’s kitchen, and floor-to-ceiling windows that over-
look the pool and gardens. Outside, there are 
also a guesthouse and a pergola with a fire pit 
and a grill area. $2,149,000. Susan McLeod, 
Michael Saunders & Co., (941) 928-4445

5  Washington, D.C.  Built in 1942, this four-bedroom 
brick house is just outside American University’s 
campus. The home was completely remodeled this year. 
Details include an open kitchen with Shaker cabinets, 
skylights, a fireplace, and a family room with an inte-
rior brick wall. The master bedroom features a walk-in 
closet and a bathroom with a separate tub and shower. 
$1,299,000. Alice McKenna, Long & Foster/Top Agent 
Network, (301) 706-0779

7  New York City  Located on Sutton Place, this 
1955 studio apartment was redesigned to feature a 
bedroom and a separate dining room wing off the 
living room. Details include a mirrored wall, four 
closets, and a galley kitchen with floor-to-ceiling 
storage. The building has a concierge, a fitness center, 
and on-site parking. $399,000. Max Jimenez, Hal-
stead Property, (212) 317-7855

Steal of the week

  



Be careful who you 
“like” on Facebook, said 
Stephanie Strom in The 

New York Times. In the 
wake of a swift back-
lash, General Mills is 
pulling back on a policy 
that would have voided 
customers’ right to sue 
if they downloaded 
coupons, entered spon-
sored sweepstakes, 
or “joined” one of its 
social media groups. 
But while the food 
giant is backpedaling, 
many other firms are 
adopting similar poli-
cies in an effort to force 
disgruntled consumers 
into one-on-one arbitra-
tion. Credit card firms 
and cellphone carriers 
routinely include such 
limitations in their 
contracts, and one fast 
food chain posted signs 
on its doors alerting all 
who entered that they 
were thereby agree-
ing to arbitration. But 
class-action lawsuits are 
particularly worrisome 
for food-makers like 
General Mills as they 
face a growing number 
of suits “over labeling, 
ingredients, and claims 
of health threats.”

General Mills 
nixes no-sue rule

BUSINESS

It was a busy week for the 
pharmaceutical industry, said 
Stuart Pfeifer in the Los Angeles 
Times. “Activist investor Bill 
Ackman” and Canadian firm 
Valeant Pharmaceuticals made 
a $45.6 billion bid to buy 
Allergan, the California-based 
drugmaker behind the popular 
wrinkle treatment Botox. While 
Allergan declined to comment on 
the offer, many experts suggested that Ackman 
and Valeant will need to significantly raise their 
offer if they expect to be successful. In addition 
to $2 billion in revenue from Botox last year, 
Allergan took in $940 million from Restasis, 
“the only prescription medication for the treat-
ment of chronic dry eye.”

European drugmakers are 
also “back in deal mode,” 
said Marta Falconi and 
Hester Plumridge in The Wall 
Street Journal. Novartis and 
GlaxoSmithKline last week 
“unveiled a series of transac-
tions worth more than $20 
billion.” Under the deal, the 
Swiss-based Novartis will pay 
$14.5 billion to acquire Glaxo’s 

oncology unit. In exchange, the London-based 
Glaxo will pay $5.25 billion for Novartis’s vac-
cines wing, which includes the promising menin-
gitis B vaccine Bexsero. The companies will also 
merge their consumer-health businesses under 
Glaxo’s management, which will run brands 
such as Excedrin, Panadol, and Aquafresh.

Pharma: Big deals for leading drugmakers 

Airlines: JetBlue pilots to unionize 
About 70 percent of JetBlue’s 2,500 pilots voted to join the Air 
Line Pilots Association this week, said Jack Nicas in The Wall Street 
Journal, causing the carrier’s shares to fall over fears that the deci-
sion will increase prices at the budget airline. The aviators “had twice 
before voted down union representation,” but pay raises at other U.S. 
carriers, coupled with JetBlue’s rapid expansion, “complicated the air-
line’s annual talks with its pilots.” The move leaves Virgin America as 
the only fully nonunion carrier among major U.S. airlines.

Media: Netflix plans price hike 
Netflix is about to get more expensive, said Timothy Stenovec in 
HuffingtonPost.com. In a letter to shareholders this week, the com-
pany said it will raise prices for new members by “one or two” dol-
lars per month. Existing subscribers won’t be affected “for a generous 
time period,” but Netflix said the hike is necessary “to acquire more 
content” and improve service. The price change is the first since 2011, 
when a similar effort caused subscribers to flee, share prices to sink, 
and Netflix CEO Reed Hastings to apologize to members.

Autos: Ford plans CEO succession 
Ford is shaking up its C-suite, said Keith Naughton in Bloomberg.com. 
The second-largest U.S. carmaker will promote current Chief Operating 
Officer Mark Fields when current CEO Alan Mulally retires later this 
year. “The transition will bring an end to a storied chapter in Ford’s 
history, in which the automaker narrowly avoided bankruptcy thanks 
to Mulally’s management and a bet-the-business $23 billion loan.” The 
company is eyeing “an orderly transition of power” and plans to keep 
Mulally involved in “corporate governance or business policy.”

Tech: GitHub founder calls it quits 
One of GitHub’s co-founders is resigning, said Claire Cain Miller in 
NYTimes.com. Tom Preston-Werner, who helped launch the code- sharing 
website, resigned this week “after an investigation into gender-based 
harassment.” Although GitHub said there was no evidence of “illegal 
wrongdoing,” its current CEO admitted there was “evidence of mis-
takes.” The allegations stem from an accusation by a former software 
designer that GitHub fostered “a culture of disrespect and intimida-
tion.” At the time, her resignation was seen as “an example of the sex-
ism and alpha-male culture that are endemic in software engineering.”
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Ackman’s Botox bid: Big enough?

■■ Customers forked over a 
total of $2.5 billion in cancel-
lation fees to U.S. airlines in 
2012, up from $915.2 million 
in 2007—an increase of 172 
percent. 
The New York Times 

■■ A recent survey finds that 
39 percent of new or expect-
ant mothers believe their 
employer is “extremely” 
supportive of breast-feeding 
and/or pumping while at 
work, but 66 percent pointed 
to a lack of time as the big-
gest barrier to nursing while 
on the job. 
The Wall Street Journal 

■■ Forty-nine million Ameri-
cans were suffering in 2012 
from food insecurity, which 
the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture defines as a lack 
of access to “enough food 
for an active, healthy life.” 
About 27 percent of those 
people lived in households 
that were ineligible for food 
stamps. 
MSNBC.com 

■■ Sales of gun 
silencers to U.S. civil-

ians jumped 37 percent 
last year to nearly half a 

million, up from 360,000 in 
2012 and 285,000 in 2011. 
According to the Bureau of 
Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms 
and Explosives, the devices 
are now so popular that 
there’s currently a nine-
month waiting period for 
registration approval. 
CNN.com 

■■ Eighty-two percent of U.S. 
employers say they expect 
to raise wages between zero 
and 3 percent over the next 
three years, according to 
a new poll by the National 
Association for Business 
Economics. Only 11 percent 
of bosses said they antici-
pated faster wage growth. 
Since 1986, average hourly 
wages have increased by 
just 1 percent overall. 
The Wall Street Journal

The bottom line

  



Making money

For travelers who are sick of security 
lines, the Transportation Security Admin-
istration has a new solution, said Scott 
McCartney in The Wall Street Journal. 
Technically, the TSA’s “PreCheck” 
program, which allows travelers to go 
through an expedited security process at 
airports, has been around since 2011, but 
the agency is now aggressively trying to 
get more people to sign up, by expand-
ing the program and opening enrollment 
to everyone. “But the effort has run into 
traveler confusion and aggravation,” even 
though it allows “trusted travelers” to 
avoid the process of removing shoes and 
jackets and pulling liquids and laptops 
out of their bags. Members can also “walk through metal detec-
tors rather than standing spread-eagle for full-body scanners.”

But PreCheck might not pay off for everyone, said Esme  Murphy 
in CBSLocal.com. It was initially available by invitation only, 
but “the most common way to get PreCheck status” now “is to 
apply online, pay $85, get fingerprinted, and make an appoint-
ment to get a criminal background check.” And while the service 
works fine now, just wait till the “crush of inexperienced sum-
mer vacationers,” said Christopher Elliott in The  Washington 
Post. As the TSA works to expand PreCheck to its goal of 117 

airports, “passengers are discovering 
that the new lines are sometimes a free-
for-all, with travelers randomly selected 
for preferred treatment.” And since TSA 
agents “have a lot of discretion when it 
comes to triaging incoming travelers,” 
things could get messy with the influx 
of airport traffic during busy traveling 
seasons. In the end, “the TSA might 
have to choose which group to disap-
point: the frequent travelers who shelled 
out $85 to be prescreened or the sum-
mer travelers who just want to get to 
the gate faster.” Either way, “PreCheck 
offers no guarantees.”

Still, “compared to the regular line,” said Jessica Plautz in 
Mashable .com, “PreCheck can still be a time-saver.” And 
frequent fliers who are members of certain airlines’ loyalty 
programs—including the ones run by JetBlue, Alaska, American, 
Delta, Hawaiian, Southwest, United, US Airways, and Virgin 
America—may be eligible for PreCheck through their carrier. 
And while “being approved for the program doesn’t guarantee 
that you’ll skip the line every time you go to the airport,” you 
can increase your odds by signing up through one of U.S. Cus-
toms and Border Protection’s more secure “trusted traveler” 
programs: Global Entry, NEXUS, and SENTRI.

Travel: Sail through airport security
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‘Trusted travelers’ can avoid long check-in lines.

Saying no to LinkedIn requests

Don’t say yes to every LinkedIn request, said 
Quentin Fottrell in MarketWatch.com. While 
“Facebook may have stretched the defini-
tion of ‘friend’ to include even your second 
cousin’s chiropractor,” be more selective when 
it comes to professional networking sites like 
LinkedIn. The site itself suggests “that con-
nections should be limited to people one has 
actual connections to,” and experts say “other 
users of the site may judge you by the number 
and quality of your connections” because they 
“are seen as an endorsement and reflect on 
your professional reputation.” That means 
you should check out “would-be connections” 
to make sure their digital trail won’t reflect 
poorly on you. Avoid connecting with rival 
companies, and beware of LinkedIn spammers 
who collect connections to mine your data.

Get a handle on money anxiety

To tame financial stress, take a few sensible 
steps, said Sharon Epperson in CNBC.com. 
The levels of household debt many Americans 
carry, ranging from college loans to credit card 
debt to large mortgages, can lead to constant 
financial anxiety. But there are three guiding 
principles that can help reduce your money 
worries. First and foremost, “don’t spend 

money that you don’t have.” It’s the only way 
to keep even more debt from piling up. When 
you do decide to splurge, “buy experiences, 
not things.” Studies say spending money on 
vacations or restaurant dinners can often be 
more satisfying than material things, whose 
appeal quickly dwindles. Finally, do your best 
to sock away something each month, ideally 
10 percent of whatever you earn. “Sticking to 
this principle early can make a great impact in 
overcoming financial stress.”

What late filers need to know

Did you miss the tax deadline? asked Blake 
Ellis in CNN.com. If you’re owed a refund, 
the good news is that “you won’t get hit 
with a penalty.” But for taxpayers who owe 
money, you’re out of luck. “By both failing 
to file and failing to pay on time, you will 
incur a maximum penalty of 5 percent for 
each month after the deadline.” And if you’re 
more than 60 days late, you’ll be fined $135 
or 100 percent of the unpaid tax, whichever 
amount is smaller. The safest way to avoid a 
fine is, of course, to file on time. But if that 
just isn’t possible, ask the IRS for a six-month 
extension. Just “remember, even if you get an 
extension, you still have to pay 90 percent of 
the tax owed by the filing deadline.”

What the experts say

Angel Flight West (angelflightwest.org) 
arranges free private air transportation 
to people whose medical conditions 
require them to travel for treatment. 
Most AFW patients can’t fly commer-
cially because of cost or special medical 
concerns. Since the organization began 
in 1983, its network of volunteer pilots in 
13 western states have completed over 
60,000 missions, flying for more than 16 
million miles with some $41 million in 
flight costs. Of roughly 1,000 yearly pas-
sengers, one third are children, half are 
minorities, and four in five are in or near 
poverty. AFW also arranges transporta-
tion for other humanitarian purposes 
such as bringing injured veterans to ther-
apy programs, helping victims escape 
domestic abuse, and reuniting families 
separated by natural disasters.

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their control of administrative 
and fundraising expenses, and the trans-
parency of their operations. Four stars is 
the group’s highest rating. 
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Overpaying CEOs “isn’t as harmful as we think,” 
said Zachary Karabell. Yes, chief executives take 
home exorbitant paychecks, and their compensa-
tion packages have been climbing despite stagnant 
wages in the U.S. and much of the world. Today, 
the ratio of average CEO compensation to that 
of regular workers is 204-to-1. Critics like to use 
these figures to suggest a direct link with income 
inequality. But the claim “that wealth inequality 
is unambiguously harmful is more about ideol-
ogy than evidence.” Even if we rewrote the tax 
code to favor more redistribution of wealth, it 
“wouldn’t solve much.” Taking money from the 

super-rich would make them only “slightly less 
super-rich,” while the underemployed and those 
whose incomes are stagnating “would see mar-
ginal improvement at best.” The real problem is 
the decline “of traditional wage industries,” like 
manufacturing. Yes, “CEOs are paid egregiously,” 
but “no amount of tweaking executive compensa-
tion will generate a vibrant, innovative economy” 
or “reinvigorate the American dream.” Instead 
of obsessing over what the boss earns, we should 
focus on the future and the serious work of tran-
sitioning “from the industrial economy that was 
toward the information economy that will be.”

Is working less “really so bad?” asked Brendan 
Greeley. “Earlier this year, the Congressional Bud-
get Office revised down its estimate of potential 
U.S. economic output.” The most striking cause, 
according to the CBO, “is a decline in workforce 
participation,” which means people “are working 
either fewer hours or not at all.” And the go-to 
culprit, of course, is the recession. Economists 
have long believed that when high-paying work is 
scarce, people are more likely to invest their time 
elsewhere—in leisure or “home production” ac-
tivities like making dinner or fixing the sink. But 
when “higher-paying work is available to us,” the 

trend reverses. In other words, “we’ll gladly pay 
someone else to make dinner” when we can af-
ford it. But if the recession is in our rearview mir-
ror, why does workforce participation still seem so 
sluggish? Maybe “home production, like leisure, 
is a choice.” Maybe things like making dinner or 
caring for children have “value for us, just like 
sleeping and watching TV.” The conventional wis-
dom holds that working and spurring “economic 
growth is a good thing.” But maybe the simple 
truth is that some of us “enjoy making dinner” 
more than commuting to work. In fact, “maybe a 
lot of people do.”

The showdown between ABC and Aereo 
could change the future of TV, said David 
Carr in The New York Times. The Supreme 
Court heard arguments this week in a case 
that pitted the broadcasting giant against 
Aereo, a Barry Diller–backed startup that 
“uses tiny remote antennae to capture 
broadcast TV signals and store them in the 
cloud,” allowing subscribers to stream them 
onto digital devices with “no cable box, no 
cable bundle, and most important, no ex-
pensive cable bill.” Broadcast networks like 
ABC are aghast, since cutting out the cable 
middleman means they could lose out on 
“billions in so-called retransmission fees,” and they’re calling on 
the high court to shut Aereo down. The justices must now de-
cide if the service is a consumer-friendly retooling of the broad-
cast medium or “just one more example of an Internet pirate 
trying to loot copyrighted content.” Chief Justice John Roberts 
appeared skeptical of Aereo’s argument, telling the company’s 
lawyer, “Your technological model is based solely on circumvent-
ing legal prohibitions that you don’t want to comply with.” 
 
The hysteria of the network execs is unwarranted, said Joshua 
Brustein in Businessweek.com. If Aereo loses its day in court, 
“it’s curtains for the company.” But even if it wins, it “won’t end 
TV as we know it.” It’s true that more Americans are abandon-
ing cable and watching TV through services like Netflix and 
Hulu, but Aereo can only access over-the-air signals “that it can 
pick up with an antenna,” which means it can’t capture content 
from premium cable channels like HBO and ESPN. And Aereo 

has another disadvantage: It’s small. “Ex-
pansion is going to be very expensive,” 
and the company is already “straining to 
serve its customers.” As analyst Dan Ray-
burn points out, broadcasters aren’t really 
worried about Aereo itself—“they’re wor-
ried about the idea.”

This is Betamax all over again, said 
Michelle Dean in Gawker.com. Believe it 
or not, there was a time when even the 
humble VCR was seen “as a major threat 
to the entertainment industry.” Executives 
were convinced that the technology’s only 

use was “to record the copyrighted programs that were being 
offered on television.” The Supreme Court didn’t buy their argu-
ment then, “and home video became a substantial revenue stream 
for the entertainment industry.” While it’s “hard to feel particu-
larly sorry for Aereo”—which has essentially “found a way to 
charge people for the over-the-air signals they could theoretically 
receive for free”—Hollywood can’t keep thinking “that the only 
way to deliver television is the way we’ve always done it.”

Nonetheless, Aereo should be shut down, said Kevin Roose in 
NYMag.com. It’s “not a real business,” just a “clever bit of regu-
latory arbitrage masquerading as a startup.” Ideally, the court 
will nix Aereo but preserve “other legal uses of cloud-based tech-
nology.” Broadcast television is clearly an industry that could 
use some creative disruption. But Aereo’s only innovation was 
finding a “copyright loophole and building a sleek technological 
package to exploit that loophole as profitably as possible.”

Issue of the week: The battle over broadcast TV
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Quit  
obsessing over 
CEO pay
Zachary Karabell

Slate.com

What  
working less 
really means
Brendan Greeley

Businessweek.com

Diller’s latest TV venture faces legal hurdles.

  



Rubin Carter was a force of nature. 
Nicknamed “Hurricane” for the 
devastating power of his lightning-
fast left hook, the middleweight 
prizefighter won 20 of his first 24 

fights, mostly by knockout. His greatest fight, 
though, took place outside the ring. In 1967, 
an all-white jury convicted the black boxer of 
a triple murder on questionable evidence. That 
verdict turned Carter into a cause célèbre. Bob 
Dylan championed his innocence in the 1975 
song “Hurricane,” accusing prosecutors of target-
ing a powerful black man as an easy mark for 
a conviction, and Roberta Flack played benefit 
concerts for his defense team. During his 19 years 
in jail, Carter waged his own campaign for justice, 
refusing to wear prison clothes, eat prison food, 
or work a prison job—protests that often landed him in solitary. 
“Because I was not guilty,” said Carter, who was freed in 1985, “I 
refused to act like a guilty person.”

Yet Carter was no saint. Growing up in Paterson, N.J., he was 
often in trouble with the law and was sent to a juvenile reform 
center at age 11. Carter wrote in his memoir that he was abused 
and beaten by guards at the reform school, which he escaped at 
age 17 to join the Army. While serving in Germany, he “put on 
boxing gloves for the first time” said The New York Times, and 
won 51 of his 56 military fights, 35 by knockout. Upon his dis-
charge in 1956, though, he was soon back in trouble, and served 

four years in prison for a series of muggings. In 
jail he returned to the ring and, the day after his 
release in 1961, won his first fight as a profes-
sional boxer. Promoters billed him as “a poster 
boy for prison’s potential for rehabilitation,” said 
The Daily Telegraph (U.K.), and in 1963 he was 
ranked among the world’s top 10 middleweights 
by The Ring magazine.

But “his life changed forever” in the early hours 
of June 17, 1966, when two black men walked 
into a bar in Paterson and shot dead three white 
people, said The Wall Street Journal. Carter and 
his friend John Artis, who’d been out drinking in 
Paterson that night, were charged with the crime. 
The prosecution’s case had many holes, including 
the fact that the two key witnesses—white men 

who were convicted burglars—were offered $12,000 by police in 
return for their testimony.

The burglars recanted their testimony in 1976 and a retrial was 
ordered, only for the original verdict to be reinstated. Nine years 
later, a judge finally overturned the conviction, saying the boxer’s 
prosecution had been “predicated upon an appeal to racism.” 
Following his release, Carter moved to Canada, where he dedi-
cated his life to “helping other prisoners and exposing other injus-
tices,” said USA Today. “Those years in prison, maybe they were 
good for something after all,” he said in 2008. “But I wouldn’t 
recommend it to anybody.”

Obituaries
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In 1965, Gabriel García Márquez 
was driving his family to a vacation 
on the Mexican coast when the first 
line of his next novel suddenly came 
to him: “Many years later, as he 

faced the firing squad, Colonel Aureliano Buendía 
was to remember that distant afternoon when his 
father took him to discover ice.” The Colombian 
author turned the car around, drove home to 
Mexico City, and shut himself away with a type-
writer for 18 months. The result, One Hundred 
Years of Solitude, is a masterpiece. A sprawling 
tale following six generations of a Colombian 
family, it has sold more than 50 million copies 
worldwide and was praised by Chilean poet Pablo 
Neruda as “the greatest revelation in the Spanish 
language since Don Quixote.” 

García Márquez was a giant of the literary genre known as magi-
cal realism, in which the fantastical and the real converge, said 
The Wall Street Journal. His stories were populated with tin-pot 
dictators, levitating priests, and “self-obsessed characters that don’t 
age.” This style had its roots in his childhood in the sleepy town of 
Aracataca, where he was raised by his grandparents, because his 
telegraph-operator father couldn’t afford to support his many chil-
dren. His grandfather, a retired army colonel and the inspiration 
for One Hundred Years of Solitude’s protagonist, filled his head 
with stories of Colombia’s bloody history, while his grandmother 
told him ghost-filled folk tales.

Gabo, as he was known, began his writing career 
as a journalist, said The New York Times. After a 
decade working as a correspondent in Europe and 
South America, he settled in Mexico City in 1961 
with his childhood sweetheart, Mercedes Barcha. 
It wasn’t easy—by the time he had finished One 
Hundred Years of Solitude, in 1967, the couple 
was $12,000 in debt. But after its publication, the 
pair “never owed a penny again.” They bought 
homes in Spain, France, and Colombia, and 
rubbed shoulders with the likes of author Graham 
Greene and Cuban leader Fidel Castro. The 
author’s lifelong friendship with Castro attracted 
sharp criticism in the U.S., but García Márquez 
was always proud of his left-wing credentials. 
When Chile’s government was overthrown by 

a CIA-backed military coup in 1973, said The Daily Telegraph 
(U.K.), he vowed “he would publish no more fiction until Gen. 
Pinochet had been removed from power.” 

He didn’t keep his word. The Autumn of the Patriarch, a poetic 
indictment of dictators, appeared two years later, and more best-
sellers followed, including Love in the Time of Cholera, about two 
lovers who wait half a century to reunite. In 1982, García Márquez 
was awarded the Nobel Prize in literature, cementing his reputation 
as “the best-loved novelist in the history of Latin America,” said 
The Independent (U.K.). But he never forgot his roots. “In the truth 
of my soul,” he said, “I am nothing more and nothing less than 
one of the 16 children of the telegraph operator of Aracataca.” 

The novelist who defined magical realism

The boxer who fought his murder conviction

Gabriel 
García 

Márquez
1927–2014
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Skiing with the Dalai Lama
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rare gift for organization. He undertook to 
arrange the Dalai Lama’s visit.

He borrowed a stretch limousine from 
a wealthy art dealer, and he asked his 
brother, Rusty, to drive it. He persuaded 
the proprietors of Rancho Encantado, a 
luxury resort outside Santa Fe, to provide 
the Dalai Lama and his monks with free 
food and lodging. He called the state police 
and arranged for a security detail.

Among the many phone calls Rutherford 
made, one was to me. He asked me to act 
as the Dalai Lama’s press secretary. 

T
he DaLai Lama arrived in Santa Fe 
on April 1, 1991. I was by his side 
every day from 6 a.m. until late in 

the evening. Traveling with him was an 
adventure. He was cheerful and full of 
enthusiasm-making quips, laughing, asking 
questions, rubbing his shaved head, and 
joking about his bad English. He did in fact 
stop and talk to anyone, no matter how 
many people were trying to rush him to his 
next appointment. When he spoke to you, 
it was as if he shut out the rest of the world 
to focus his entire sympathy, attention, 
care, and interest on you.

He rose every morning at 3:30 a.m. and 
meditated for several hours. While he nor-

mally went to bed early, in 
Santa Fe he had to attend 
dinners most evenings until 
late. As a result, every day 
after lunch we took him back 
to the hotel for a nap.

The Dalai Lama met 
politicians, movie stars, 
New Age gurus, billionaires, 
and Pueblo Indian leaders. 
During one luncheon, some-
one mentioned that Santa 
Fe had a ski area. The Dalai 
Lama seized on this news 
and began asking questions 
about skiing—how it was 
done, if it was difficult, who 
did it, how fast they went, 
how did they keep from fall-
ing down.

After lunch, halfway to the 
hotel, the Dalai Lama’s limo 
pulled to the side of the road. 
I was following in Thondup’s 
car, and so we pulled over, 

too. The Dalai Lama got out of the back of 
the limo and into the front seat. We could 
see him speaking animatedly with Rusty, 
the driver. A moment later Rusty got out of 
the limo and came over to us.

“The Dalai Lama says he isn’t tired and 
wants to go into the mountains to see ski-
ing. What should I do?”

“If the Dalai Lama wants to go to the ski 
basin,” Rutherford said, “we go to the 
ski basin.”

The limo made a U-turn, and we all drove 
back through town and headed into the 
mountains. Forty minutes later we found 
ourselves at the ski basin. It was the tail end 
of the ski season, but the mountain was still 
open. We pulled up below the main lodge. 
The monks piled out of the limo.

“Wait here while I get somebody,” 
Rutherford said.

He disappeared in the direction of the lodge 
and returned five minutes later with Benny 
Abruzzo, whose family owned the ski area. 
Abruzzo was astonished to find the Dalai 
Lama and his monks milling about in the 
snow, dressed only in their robes.

“Can we go up mountain?” the Dalai 
Lama asked Rutherford.

When the Tibetan Buddhist leader visited Santa Fe, says Douglas Preston, I saw why he’s so admired.

The Dalai Lama, with the author on his left: ‘This look like Tibet.’

i
n The miD ’80S, I was living 
in Santa Fe, making a shabby 
living writing magazine arti-

cles, when a peculiar assignment 
came my way. I had become 
friendly with a group of Tibetan 
exiles who ran a business sell-
ing Tibetan rugs, jewelry, and 
religious items. The Tibetans 
had settled in Santa Fe because 
its mountains, adobe buildings, 
and high-altitude environment 
reminded them of home.

The founder of the Tibetan 
community was a man named 
Paljor Thondup, who had 
escaped the Chinese invasion 
of Tibet as a kid, crossing the 
Himalayas with his family in 
an epic, multi year journey by 
yak and horseback. Thondup 
made it to Nepal and then 
India, where he enrolled in a 
school in the southeastern city of 
Pondicherry with other Tibetan 
refugees. One day, the Dalai 
Lama visited his class. Many years later, 
in Dharamsala, India, Thondup talked his 
way into a private audience with the Dalai 
Lama, who told Thondup that he had never 
forgotten the bright teenager in the back 
of the Pondicherry classroom, waving his 
hand and answering every question, while 
the other students sat dumbstruck with 
awe. They established a connection. And 
Thondup eventually moved to Santa Fe.

The Dalai Lama received the Nobel Peace 
Prize in 1989. Thondup, who had heard 
that he was planning a tour of the United 
States, invited him to visit Santa Fe. The 
Dalai Lama accepted and said he would 
be happy to come for a week. At the time, 
he wasn’t the international celebrity he is 
today. He traveled with only a half-dozen 
monks, most of whom spoke no English. 
He had no handlers, advance men, inter-
preters, press people, or travel coordina-
tors. Nor did he have any money. As the 
date of the visit approached, Thondup 
went into a panic. He had no money 
to pay for the visit and no idea how to 
organize it. He called the only person he 
knew in government, a young man named 
James Rutherford, who ran the governor’s 
art gallery in the state capitol building. 
Rutherford was not exactly a power broker 
in the state of New Mexico, but he had a 

  



Rutherford turned to Abruzzo. “The Dalai 
Lama wants to go up the mountain.”

“You mean, ride the lift? Dressed like that?”

“Well, can he do it?”

“I suppose so. Just him, or…?” Abruzzo 
nodded at the other monks.

“Everyone,” Rutherford said. “Let’s all go 
to the top.”

Abruzzo spoke to the operator of the 
quad chair. Then he shooed back the 
line of skiers to make way for us and 
opened the ropes. A hundred skiers 
stared in disbelief as the four monks 
came forward. I ended up sitting next 
to the Dalai Lama.

T
he Dalai lama turned to me. 
“When I come to your town,” 
he said, “I see big mountains all 

around. Beautiful mountains. And so 
all week I want to go to mountains.” 
The Dalai Lama had a vigorous way 
of speaking, in which he emphasized 
certain words. “And I hear much 
about this sport, skiing. I never see 
skiing before.”

“You’ll see skiing right below us as we 
ride up,” I said.

“Good! Good!”

We started up the mountain. The chairlift 
was old and there were no safety bars that 
could be lowered for protection, but this 
didn’t seem to bother the Dalai Lama, who 
spoke animatedly about everything he saw 
on the slopes. 

“How fast they go!” the Dalai Lama said. 
“And children skiing! Look at little boy!”

We were looking down on the bunny slope 
and the skiers weren’t moving fast at all. 
Just then, an expert skier entered from a 
higher slope, whipping along. The Dalai 
Lama saw him and said, “Look—too 
fast! He going to hit post!” He cupped 
his hands, shouting down to the oblivious 
skier, “Look out for post!” He waved fran-
tically. “Look out for post!”

The skier, who had no idea that the 
14th incarnation of the Bodhisattva of 
Compassion was crying out to save his life, 
made a crisp little check as he approached 
the pylon, altering his line of descent, and 
continued expertly down the hill.

We approached the top of the mountain. 
The monks and the Dalai Lama man-
aged to get off the chairlift and make their 
way across the mushy snow in a group, 
shuffling cautiously.
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“Look at view!” the Dalai Lama cried, 
heading toward the back boundary fence 
of the ski area, behind the lift, where the 
mountains dropped off. The snow and fir 
trees and blue ridges fell away to a vast, 
vermilion desert 5,000 feet below, which 
stretched to a distant horizon.

As we stood, the Dalai Lama spoke enthu-
siastically about the view, the mountains, 
the snow, and the desert. After a while 

he lapsed into silence and then, in a voice 
tinged with sadness, he said, “This look 
like Tibet.”

The monks admired the view a while 
longer, and then the Dalai Lama pointed 
to the opposite side of the area, which 
commanded a view of 12,000-foot peaks. 
“Come, another view over here!” And they 
set off, in a compact group.

“Wait!” someone shouted. “Don’t walk in 
front of the lift!”

But it was too late. The operator scrambled 
to stop the lift, but he didn’t get to the but-
ton in time. Four teenage girls came off the 
quad chair and were skiing down the ramp 
straight at the group. A chorus of shrieks 
went up, of the piercing kind that only 
teenage girls can produce, and they plowed 
into the Dalai Lama and his monks. Girls 
and monks all collapsed into a tangle of 
arms, legs, skis, and poles.

We rushed over, terrified that the Dalai 
Lama was injured. Our worst fears seemed 
realized when we saw him sprawled on the 
snow, his face distorted, his mouth open, 
producing an alarming sound. Was his back 
broken? Should we try to move him? And 
then we realized that he was not injured 
after all, but was helpless with laughter.

“At ski area, you keep eye open always!” 
he said.

We untangled the monks and the girls and 
steered the Dalai Lama away from the 
ramp, to gaze safely over the snowy moun-
tains of New Mexico.

He turned to me. “You know, in Tibet we 
have big mountains.” He paused. “I think, 
if Tibet be free, we have good skiing!”

W
e roDe The lift down and 
repaired to the lodge for 
cookies and hot chocolate. 

The Dalai Lama was exhilarated from 
his visit to the top of the mountain. He 
questioned Abruzzo minutely about 
the sport of skiing and was astonished 
to hear that even one-legged people 
could do it.

As we finished, a young waitress with 
tangled, dirty-blond hair and a beaded 
headband began clearing our table. 
She stopped to listen to the conversa-
tion and finally sat down, abandoning 
her work. After a while, when there 
was a pause, she spoke to the Dalai 
Lama. “You didn’t like your cookie?”

“Not hungry, thank you.”

“Can I, um, ask a question?”

“Please.”

She spoke with complete seriousness. 
“What is the meaning of life?”

In my entire week with the Dalai Lama, 
every conceivable question had been 
asked—except this one. People had been 
afraid to ask the one—the really big—
question. There was a brief, stunned silence.

The Dalai Lama answered immediately. 
“The meaning of life is happiness.” He 
raised his finger, leaning forward, focus-
ing on her as if she were the only person 
in the world. “Hard question is not, 
‘What is meaning of life?’ That is easy 
question to answer! No, hard question is 
what make happiness. Money? Big house? 
Accomplishment? Friends? Or…” He 
paused. “Compassion and good heart? This 
is question all human beings must try to 
answer: What make true happiness?” He 
gave this last question a peculiar empha-
sis and then fell silent, gazing at her with 
a smile.

“Thank you,” she said, “thank you.” 
She got up and finished stacking the dirty 
dishes and cups, and took them away.

Excerpted from an article that originally 
appeared in Slate.com. Reprinted with 
 permission.

‘What is the meaning of life?’: Easy question  


