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a furry warm welcome
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Welcome to our new style Cat World 
with lots of facts, fun and furry felines. 
We will still have all your favourite 
features plus some new ones that we 
hope you will love.    

Find out why people in Japan are 
fl ocking to visit one shop keeper’s 

feline and met the felines of New York. Closer to 
home, Longleat are celebrating 50 years with a 
fabulous photo exhibition that you won’t want to 
miss. Take your pick for some bedtime reading 
from our new book review page.

This month’s issue is our kitten special so we 
have included lots of tips for fi rst-time owners and 
also for helping a new kitten settle in to your home 
if you already have a cat.

Find out what equipment a new kitten needs and 
the best way to care for them and keep them safe 
and healthy.

And we’d love to hear from you if you have a 
funny or heart-warming story about a feline in your 
life, now or in the past. Email jill@ashdown.co.uk or 
send to the Cat World address (letters cannot be 
returned, sorry).

We hope you like the new design and enjoy 
reading this cat-packed issue

Till next month

Jill & the team

Want to write or report 
for CW? We’d love to 
hear from you. Email 
jill@ashdown.co.uk
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THE MEWS            ROUND
OUR ROVING REPORTERS BRING YOU ALL THE CAT NEWS, GOSSIP, HEALTH AND MORE. EMAIL EDITOR@CATWORLD.CO.UK

This year’s International Cat 
Care Welfare Award - in 
association with Agria Pet In-
surance, went to Harry Eck-
man, co-founder and pro-
gramme director of Change 
For Animals Foundation 
(CFAF). Harry received the 
award in recognition for his 
longstanding commitment to 

animal welfare. CFAF works with animal welfare 
groups both at home and internationally, support-
ing and initiating positive and lasting change for 
a future where no animals will 
suffer. 

The results of RSPB’s 
Big Garden Birdwatch 
2016 show that our 
cats have been watch-
ing a greater variety 
of birds through the 
windows this winter.  
The top ten included 
great tits, house 
sparrows, starlings 
and blue tits plus 
goldfi nches, robins 
and for the fi rst time, 
long-tailed tits. Perfect 
feline entertainment!

Four lucky kittens were rescued from 
underneath a concrete fl oor outside the 
Cultural Centre in Araras, Brazil. When 
their mews were heard, a group of 
locals put pressure on the authorities 
and eventually a hole was drilled into 
fi rst the fl oor and then a drainage pipe, 
from where the kittens were pulled to 
safety. 

It is believed they were born on 
the roof but fell down a drainage pipe 
and became stuck. When fully recov-

ered, they will be put up for adoption.

You can now watch cats 
live on your mobile. 
Check out Cats Protec-
tion’s new free, live Peri-
scope streams. 

Streamed weekly dur-
ing May on Periscope, a 
free live streaming app 
available on both Android 
and iOS phones, viewers 
can see cats available 
for homing as well as a 
glimpse of life at one of 
the UK’s biggest animal 
rehoming centres.

Rula Lenska, Tony Mortimer 
and Anneka Rice were among 
the 600 strong crowd at the 
Mall Galleries on Monday 18th 
April hoping to purchase one 
of artist Gary Hodges’ wild-
life drawings at an auction to 
raise funds for the Born Free 
Foundation and Environmen-
tal Investigation Agency. An 
incredible £133,000 was raised 

on the open-
ing night. Gary 
said: “This has 
been a spec-
tacular even-
ing...tonight we 
made a strong 
statement in 
support of 
wildlife.”

Build-a-Bear introduces Calico Cat

Cats Protection live Watch the birdies

 What cries beneath?

Build-a-Bear has announced the 
arrival of Calico Cat to its ‘Prom-
ise Pets’ collection, which already 
includes a Siamese Kitty. Buying a 
Build-a-Bear has been raising mon-
ey to help disadvantaged children or 
support children helping their com-
munity in some way since 1997 
and now has more than 400 
stores worldwide.  http://www.
buildabear.co.uk

Heart & Soul auction 
raises huge fi gure

Ceva Animal Welfare Awards 2016

MEWS            ROUNDMEWS            ROUNDMEWS            ROUND
ise Pets’ collection, which already 
includes a Siamese Kitty. Buying a 
Build-a-Bear has been raising mon-
ey to help disadvantaged children or 
support children helping their com-
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THE MEWS            ROUND

Battersea Dogs & Cats 
Home is asking sup-
porters to put on their 
aprons, dust off their 
baking trays and host 
a fundraising Tea Party 
on 27 May to raise vital 
funds for the charity. 

Every pound raised 
from the Tea Party will 
go towards caring for 
the 8,000 dogs and cats 
Battersea cares for each 
year. To register and 
receive a fundraising 
pack, please visit  www.

battersea.org.uk/tea-
party - the pack contains 
a special collection box, 
plus information and 
inspiration to make the 
most of your fund raising 
day.

Get ready to bake for Battersea

Vets of the future
Year 10 student Emily 
Appaya, from Burgess 
Hill, West Sussex, was 
lucky enough to spend 
a work experience day 
with her local veteri-
nary practice. 

Emily, who is very 
keen on a career in 
veterinary medicine 
and nursing, had a very busy day at Heath Veterinary 
Clinic, witnessing a wide variety of procedures, includ-
ing emergencies such as a tail amputation. She also 
helped out with laboratory samples, observed x-rays 
and went behind the scenes in theatre.

Practice Manager Sarah Solomon, said: “Emily took 
everything in her stride and wasn’t phased by the ‘gory’ 
side of things. We wish Emily luck for her future career.”

PAWS FOR
THOUGHT
My cat knows 
the meaning 
of life…he 
just has no 
interest in 
sharing the 
secret!

● Cats have over 100 sounds in 
their vocal repertoire, while dogs 
only have 10
● The outer layers of a cat’s coat 
are made up of guard hairs and 
awn hairs
● A group of kittens is called 
a ‘kindle’

It’s a fact!

Vets of the future PAWS FOR
THOUGHT
My cat knows 
the meaning 
of life…he 
just has no 
interest in 

This stunning, one-of-a-kind 
Shere Khan necklace, which takes 
its name from the famous tiger 
in ‘The Jungle Book’ by Rudyard 
Kipling, will be auctioned in aid of 
the Born Free Foundation later this 
year to aid the Foundation’s tiger 
conservation work in India. De-
signed by jeweller Catherine Best, 
it is worth more than £250,000 and 
contains nearly 1kg of gold set 
with 182 gems.

Shere Khan to help 
Born Free Foundation
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K  T T E N 
questions
 &answers

Q: I want a kitten but don’t know 
where to buy one from? 
A: It depends if you are looking for a 
‘moggy’ or a pedigree. You could also 
try your local vet as they will know of 
recent litters and expecting mums. 
Rescue centres become inundated 
with kittens needing a good home at 
certain times of the year and these are 
excellent places to find a cutie to take 
home. You can find your nearest re-
homing centre or on the Internet. The 
GCCF has a lot of registered breeders 
if you want to invest in a pedigree.

Q: Is there anywhere I should avoid 
buying a kitten from? 
A: Be careful of kittens born on farms. 
Sometimes these are from feral or 
semi feral cats and can be less ‘social’ 
as a result. It has been known for farm 
kittens to carry illness and infection 
too. There are exceptions to this rule 
of course and it doesn’t mean that all 
kittens from farms are never healthy or 
happy. 

Q: Will my kitten miss its mother and 
siblings when I take it away? 
A: When you first collect your kitten 
(7-12 weeks old) it will undoubtedly 
miss its family for the first few days, but 
this will soon pass. Kittens are adapt-
able and soon learn to be independent 

of their mother. At this age it is excited 
about new territories and experiences 
and will soon settle into a happy new 
life. Plus, fewer brothers and sisters 
around will mean less competition for 
food and attention. 

Q: When can I let my kitten go out-
side into the garden? 
A: It is safe to start letting your kitten 
out when it has had all its vaccina-
tions and inoculations and is protected 
against feline diseases. Some also 
prefer to wait until their kitten has been 
neutered. Initially, you should super-
vise outings and watch out for dangers 
as your kitten explores. Then as they 
grow in confidence, allow them to stay 
out longer each time, so they gradually 
make up a mental map of the area. 

Q: What food do I feed my kitten and 
should it still have milk? 
A: At around 8-12 weeks old your 
kitten can start eating solid food. There 
are many kitten foods available on the 
market. Kitten food tends to be soft, 
even pate texture and will be high in 
all the nutritional proteins that will help 
them grow big and strong. However, 
don’t be surprised if when your kitten 
is older they reject kitten food in favour 
of whatever older cats in the house 
are eating. While your kitten is still in 

peak growing stage, you can supple-
ment their solid food diet with a little 
kitten milk (never cow’s milk), but 
don’t overdo it and give them an upset 
stomach. 

Q: Should a kitten be wormed before 
it goes to a new home? 
A: Kittens can be wormed against 
roundworm from six or seven weeks of 
age. Tapeworm treatments can start at 
six months of age.

Q: Is it true that having a cat neutered 
will change its personality? 
A: This really depends how old the 
cat is when you get them ‘done’. Many 
vets suggest to have the operation 
done at six months old and have them 
microchipped at the same time (the 
chip needle is quite big so this is best 
done while the cat is already under 
anaesthetic). In the case of a tom, at 
kitten of six months will hardly have 
developed male behaviours, such as 
spraying and hormones will be at a 
much lower level. But if you wait and 
have him neutered when his hormones 
are already raging then the levels will 
take much longer to subside and he 
may know what he is missing!  The 
same applies to females (queens). The 
surgery to neuter a female is far more 
intrusive and this is best done around 
six months old to allow her to recover. 
Quite often neutered females will 
become more attached to their owner 
and less inclined to explore. 

It is natural to have lots of concerns when you get a 
new kitten, so we answer some common questions 
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K  T T E N 
questions
 &answers

KITTEN QUESTIONS
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CATAL  ST
WANT IT.. NEED IT.. LOVE IT.. WE SHOWCASE THE  PURRFECT PRODUCTS FOR YOU & YOUR LOVED ONE

Quick cat mug
A fun, bone china mug - perfect 
for cat lovers! At fi rst glance the 
cat has spotted a fi sh for din-
ner - but it will have to be quick. 
On the back of the mug a whole 
pack of cats have spotted it too! 
Dishwasher and microwave safe. 
Price: £11.25 from www.repeatre-
peat.co.uk/

Cats this way
Perfect for cat lovers every-
where, these unique cushions 
are wonderful gifts and keep-
sakes. Price: £30 from Eng-
lish Folly  Tel: 07547205752

Matching set
Spice up your life with a cat salt 
and pepper set. This charming ce-
ramic pair costs £22 from Maiden. 
www.maidenshop.com for stockists

Cat tea towel 
Make washing up less of a 
chore with a cat tea towel. It’ll 
give you a lift on the dullest 
days and brighten up your 
kitchen but it also looks great 
in a picture frame. Price: 
£10.75 from Repeat Repeat

Cross stitch cats
Heritage Crafts has been producing 
beautiful counted cross stitch de-
signs since 1987. In ‘Don’t let it Beat 
You!’ (CRDL1303) designed by Peter 
Underhill, we see a lovely tabby cat 
who has hurt his tail. Design size: 20 
x 20cm (7 3/4” x 7 3/4”)  RRP: £22.40 
www.hcrafts.com

Perfect for cat lovers every-
where, these unique cushions 
are wonderful gifts and keep-

chore with a cat tea towel. It’ll 
give you a lift on the dullest 

kitchen but it also looks great 

x 20cm (7 3/4” x 7 3/4”)  RRP: £22.40 
www.hcrafts.com
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CATAL  ST
WANT IT.. NEED IT.. LOVE IT.. WE SHOWCASE THE  PURRFECT PRODUCTS FOR YOU & YOUR LOVED ONE

Sock it to me
These personalised socks
by Alphs are the perfect gift 
for any lady with a four leg-
ged feline friend. The socks 
can be individually printed 
with the name  - human or 
feline!  So whether it’s the 
Best Mum or Cat Nap design, 
priced at around £14.99 they 
make the purrfect gift.

Fun cat coasters
Fans of Menagerie bone china will be thrilled to know that they now 
have beautiful drinks coasters to match.
A cat wearing a crown? A squirrel serving tea? A mad, eccentric de-
sign inspired by the art of découpage, the coasters have a satin mela-
mine surface on a sustainable eucalyptus board, with a black baise 
backing. Price: £3.50 from Repeat Repeat. Tel: 01782 845870

Too cool for school
This pink school satchel is a fun and stylish es-
sential for any young cat lover... and older ones 
too. Featuring a pink background and covered 
all over with a vintage cat design, the satchel is 
both practical and chic. Measures approx. 41cm 
(w) x 27cm (h) x 12.5cm (d). Price: £14.99 from 
Becky & Lolo.

Sock it to me
These personalised socks
by Alphs are the perfect gift 
for any lady with a four leg-
ged feline friend. The socks 
can be individually printed 
with the name  - human or 
feline!  So whether it’s the 
Best Mum or Cat Nap design, 
priced at around £14.99 they 
make the purrfect gift.

This bright and bold 
coaster costs £3.50 
from www.giftwrap-
pedandgorgeous.
co.uk

NEW 08-09_CW 459.indd   9 27/04/2016   15:08
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I became interested in behaviour 
as I have been around animals 
all of my life. I cannot remem-

ber a time when there was not a dog 
and a cat in the home. In hindsight, 
I should have pursued a career with 
animals from an early age but this 
was not to be and I worked in pub-
lishing and marketing for many years 
before making a career change. 
However, during that time, I became 
involved in a cat charity and offered 
my services as a cat fosterer. My 
husband and I are fortunate in that 
we live in the countryside and, for the 
two of us, we have a relatively roomy 
house with a large garden. 

The intention was that we would be 
a halfway house for the cats to stay at 
until they found a permanent home. 
However, things did not quite work 
out that way! The first couple of cats 
that came to stay with us were viewed 
by a couple who lived in the middle 
of a town with no garden and I sighed 
with relief when they decided that the 
cats were not for them. I had been 
worried that the cats would go from a 
peaceful rural environment to a busy 
town, where they may have got run 
over. 

Over the years, few of the cats that 
came to us for fostering ever seemed 

to find another home. As a result, we 
started to take on ‘long term’ foster 
cats. These tended to be infirm or old 
and the plan was that they could live 
out their lives in our country environ-
ment. I distinctly remember when 
we had reached fifteen cats, we had 
decided that that was enough and 
we had room for no more. But, a few 
days later, the charity called again to 
let us know about a half Persian that 
was being put to sleep as she has 
developed a mild skin condition and 
the owners didn’t want the bother of 
giving her tablets. I was very strong 
willed and said an emphatic ’no’. 
Five minutes later, having told my 
husband about the cat, I called back 
and ‘Little Fat Friend’ came to us. She 
lived for over twenty years.

More cats trickled in and we ended 
up with twenty eight, a number I 
would not even contemplate now! 

Plenty of space
However, my interest in behav-

iour developed as a result of having 
these cats and, although I did not 
really realise it at the time, I was very 
fortunate in that they formed several 
colonies within their own separate 
territories and we had no problems 
between the groups as they all had 

plenty of space, with free access to 
the outdoors via a number of exits 
around the house. However, as my 
knowledge of behaviour has grown I 
am very aware that multi-cat house-
holds can be very anxious and stress-
ful places for cats. 

Less is more 
Presumably, all Cat World read-

ers are cat lovers. But, sometimes, 
we can have just ‘one cat too many’, 
which can cause endless problems, 
some as serious as illness, as cats are 
placed under conditions of chronic 
stress and anxiety. Many of the clients 
that I visit often believe that their cats 
are living happily together as there 
is no fighting occurring between 
them. However, this does not always 
mean that the cats are happy and, 
very often, passive and subtle signals 
are being given out, which are being 
missed by the owners. 

I remember visiting a client who 
had an ongoing spraying problem 
within the house, which had been 
present for six years. She had seven 
cats in the home. One cat in particu-
lar was very territorial and would sit 
and ‘swipe’ at the other cats as they 
came in and out of the house. 

When the cats were all placed 

CATS ON
   COUCHTHE    

WITH LEADING BEHAVIOURIST INGA MACKELLAR

Animal behaviour expert Inga Mackellar discloses how 
her love for animals almost took over her home before 
leading her to a career helping animals and their owners

Sometimes, less is more
10-11_CW 459.indd   10 25/04/2016   18:16
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together in the lounge, where they 
slept overnight, many of them would 
actively avoid being anywhere near 
the territorial cat. Yet the owner had 
not realised that she had a problem 
between the cats as they had never 
actually fought, and she believed 
that some of the cats were just a bit 
‘nervy’. She had called me in to solve 
the spraying problem. I explained 
that the spraying was as a result of the 
constant, subtle, friction between the 
cats as they tried to make themselves 
feel more secure by placing their 
scent around the house. 

Whilst colonies of feral cats can live 
quite happily together, these tend to 
be groups of inter related females. 
More often than not, cat owners may 
get a couple of kittens and then 
perhaps add to the family at a later 
stage by bringing in another, totally 
unrelated, individual. These cats may 
happily accept each other but some-
times that ‘one cat too many’ can 
cause huge upset. 

A client booked a consultation with 
me as they had recently taken on 
an eight month kitten and, since its 
arrival, it had caused problems with 
several of the already resident cats. 
Some of these were quite elderly. 
The resident cats, five of them, had 
been living together very happily 
for a number of years. The kitten 
was extremely active and boisterous 
and would endlessly play attack the 

elderly residents and continue to do 
so even if the other cat reacted ag-
gressively to try and make it go away. 
The kitten would also run around at 
mealtimes, stealing food from all the 
other cat bowls, as a result of which 
mealtimes were very anxious. 

Signs of stress 
Two of the cats, in particular, would 

now eat their food as quickly as 
possible and be constantly ‘looking 
around’ for the kitten. Several of the 
cats used to enjoy sleeping on the 
owner’s bed but would now imme-
diately ‘slink’ away when the kitten 
appeared. The situation was also not 
helped by the fact that the cats were 
only allowed outside during daylight 
hours when the owners were at home. 

As they worked full time and were 
away all day, this meant that, in es-
sence, the cats only had access to 
the outside at weekends. During the 
week, the cats were all locked in 
together in the house with no means 
of escape from each other. One of 
the oldest cats was reported as be-
ing very unhappy, had gone off his 
food and was losing weight. He was 
checked over by the vet and under-
went a number of blood tests but no 
physical cause for his deterioration 
could be found. 

However, he regained weight and 
his normal character when he went 
into a cattery that he knew for a short 

while. When he returned home he 
was, once again, pestered by the 
kitten and he immediately started to 
lose weight and seemed ‘unhappy’. 
This was definitely a case of ‘one cat 
too many’ and, whilst I normally try to 
resolve behaviour problems without 
‘splitting up’ the home, in this case 
I recommended that the kitten be 
re-homed. However, the owners did 
not want to do this, which was a great 
shame as, for the sake of one kitten 
that had only been in the home for a 
few months, the lives of all the other 
cats were being disrupted and they 
were being placed under constant 
stress. Sometimes, ‘less is more’. 

Personal space
If you have a number of cats in 
the house, make sure that they 
all have their own ‘personal’ 
space when feeding. Quite often, 
cats will eat together as they 
need to have food to survive 
but many of them may be quite 
stressed at having to be so close 
to other cats that they might not 
like. Have feeding stations at 
different heights and, in some 
cases, even different rooms to 
reduce anxiety.  To find your 
nearest APBC Member (Associ-
ation of Pet Behaviour Counsel-
lors), visit www.apbc.org.uk

CATS ON
   COUCH

Sometimes, less is more
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NATURAL            
HEALTH

This month homeopathic expert Richard Allport 
recalls an encounter with lively kittens

many years ago, I 
stopped doing 
any ‘normal’ 

veterinary work altogether, 
and concentrated purely on 
natural medicines for pets. 

At that time I had a practice 
that still offered ‘conventional’ 
treatment, but my colleagues in 
the practice took over all the rou-
tine veterinary work, and I was 
able to indulge my fascination 
with needles, herbs and homoe-
opathy. 

I do mean, incidentally, acu-
puncture needles – I hadn’t taken 
up knitting as a hobby, although 
I do fi nd myself muttering some-
times, as I insert my little needles, 
‘knit one, purl one’. 

A few years later, I sold the 
practice, and moved myself to the 
next-door premises, where we al-
low nothing but natural remedies 
to be used. Not an antibiotic or 
steroid in sight! 

One unexpected consequence 
of this is that I rarely get to see 
kittens any more. This is mainly 
because of TEETH. As my prac-
tice is purely a referral centre, all 
cats I see have to be referred to 
me by other vets – although this 
is often at the request (or de-

mand) of the cat’s carer. 
On the whole, my pa-

tients don’t come to see me 
until all the usual veterinary 
treatments have been tried. 

Hence teeth – this stands 
for Tried Everything Else – Try 
Homoeopathy. 

So, if any kittens do get a 
long-term illness, by the time 
they have gone through a bat-
tery of tests, investigations and 
treatments, and these have been 
found not to be effective enough 
- they just aren’t kittens any more 
– they’re grown-up cats. 

Smart enough
However, recently I saw a cli-

ent who was smart enough to 
decide to ask for his kittens to 
be referred to me after a couple 
of bouts of diarrhoea, to see if 
I could sort out some preven-
tive remedies to help keep them 
healthy, and ensure the diar-
rhoea didn’t become a recurrent 
problem. 

I therefore got the chance to 
see two lively, adorable, Burmese 
kittens, and total joy it was, too. 

I happened to see these kit-
tens at the veterinary practice 
in West London, where I spent 
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Encourage your cats to write in 
with their intimate problems, to 
Cat World’s own agony uncle. 
Please tell your cats they can 
send in any problem, however 
embarrassing or peculiar, and 
Uncle Richard will guarantee 
to solve it instantly. Here is this 
month’s bunch of desperate 
stories. 
Q: My carer told me I was 
going to get something that 
would make me feel really 
relaxed and happy. Then she 
bit me! Is she mad? 

A: No, I think she has just mis-
understood the meaning and 
nature of the words “cat nip”. 
Q: My new carer has put me 
in a sort of hutch and keeps 
trying to feed me on nuts and 
seeds. When I refuse to eat he 
looks at a book and scratches 
his head. I am a beautiful Chin-
chilla cat – why is he doing this 
to me? 
A: I guess the book he looks 
at is entitled ‘How to keep 
Chinchillas, Guinea Pigs and 
Hamsters’. 

Richard plays agony uncle
one day each week seeing referral 
cases. About half way through the 
consultation it became evident that 
one kitten had gone AWOL. 

The door and windows were 
tightly shut. There was no chance he 
could have escaped from the room – 
but he was nowhere to be seen. 

Eventually a faint squeak could 
be heard emanating from inside the 
consulting table. The table is, in fact, 
an old operating table, and it was 
just possible for a very small kitten 
to creep through a tiny aperture in 
the hydraulic mechanism, which is 
used to raise and lower the table. 

We coaxed him out eventually – 
but I shall be very careful to keep an 
eye on any kittens I may see in the 
future at Bayswater! 
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Feline serenade
Dear Paw Post

My family and I are huge 
fans of world famous classi-
cal tenor Jonathan Antoine 
and wondered if other Cat 
World readers are too. 
Jonathan has always loved 
the cats in his life and has 
even dedicated a song on 
his best selling cd ‘Tenore’ 
to his rescue cat, Willow. 

You can watch a video he 
made to go with the song at 
https://www.youtube.com/
watch?v=SN9l-OJU410

Just a mere mention 
would mean so much to us 
and to many other fans.

Thank you,
Heidi Embrey, Florida Fantoine 

CW: Thanks Heidi. Many 
cats appreciate listening to 
music and I’m sure Willow 
enjoyed being serenaded 
by Jonathan.

My little carer
Dear Paw Post

I was recently house-
bound because of an un-
pleasant illness and spent 
most of the time confi ned to 
my bed. At one point I had 
to starve myself and drink 
only water for 48 hours.

My cat Isobel must have 

Dear Paw Post
I thought you would like to see this cute 

photograph of our new kitten, Maisie. She gets 
very excited when the children come home 
from school, scampers around in whirlwind of 
mischief and when she has had enough, she 
curls herself up in this towel that we keep near 

her bed where 
she sits plan-
ning further 
mischief.

Isabelle Minty, 
Gloucestershire

Kitten comforter for Maisie

curls herself up in this towel that we keep near 
her bed where 

she sits plan-
ning further 
mischief.

Isabelle Minty, 
Gloucestershire

curls herself up in this towel that we keep near 
her bed where 

she sits plan-
ning further 
mischief.

Isabelle Minty, 
Gloucestershire

sensed that something 
wasn’t quite right as when 
the 48 hours was up, she 
arrived with a food parcel 
for me - a freshly caught 
mouse!

I can only think that she 
and my husband were 
eating but she noticed that 
I wasn’t being fed. Her 
natural instincts towards 
me took over and she 
felt compelled to fi nd me 
something to eat.

I’m much better now but 
I still get the occasional 
early morning gift from 
Isobel - such a caring feline 
soul. I lover her to bits and 
know now how much she 
loves me too. 

Anne Farrar, Devon

CW: What a lovely thing 
for your pet to do Anne - I 
hope she wasn’t too upset 
that you didn’t eat her 
mouse!

Moving dilemma
Dear Paw Post

When I found myself 
widowed four years ago, 
I longed to move back to 
Cornwall where my hus-
band and I met. I retired 
last year and still wasn’t 
sure whether I should make 
the move because of unset-
tling my cat and best friend 
Pickle. 

But I decided to take the 
plunge and bought a pretty 
cottage close to the sea. 
I’m so glad I did as Pickle 

has settled well and we are 
both so happy here. Pickle 
now enjoys watching all 
sorts of wildlife on the coast 
that he didn’t get to see 
from our home in a big city. 

Pat Courtney, Falmouth

CW: It’s great to hear you 
are both happy in your new 
home Pat.

Kitten capers
Dear Paw Post

I couldn’t help but smile 
when I read Katy Edge’s 
column in the May issue 
of Cat World. Not because 
I found what happened to 
Charlie funny but because 
it brought back memories 
of my cat Jake. When he 
was a kitten, he chewed 
through an adaptor lead, 
possibly with help from our 

other house pets. When we 
found him he was a little 
dazed and the carpet was 
slightly singed but he didn’t 
appear to be hurt.

We took him straight 
to the vets to be checked 
over and they were very 
surprised that Jake had sur-
vived the ordeal. He went 
on to live with us for many 
more years, the only sou-
venir was a rather lopsided 
smile as his mouth had a 
scar on one side.

Jackie Sutherland, Manchester

CW: It just goes to show 
how careful we must be to 
make sure things are as 
safe as possible for our 
pets. However, there are 
always those kitties who 
will get up to mischief, no 
matter what! 

Got something to share about your favourite feline? email jill.mundy@ashdown.co.uk
PAW POST

the move because of unset-
tling my cat and best friend 
Pickle. 

plunge and bought a pretty 
cottage close to the sea. 
I’m so glad I did as Pickle 
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Available from all 
good pet stores

Available from all 
good pet stores

Available from all 
good pet stores

Available from all 
good pet stores
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t he best part about getting a new 
kitten at home is the play. It’s great 
for both you and the kitten - he 
or she gets exercise that helps in 

growth and development, and you get 
the entertainment and bonding time.

But not every plaything is ideal 
for small kittens. They could swallow 
objects that get lodged in their bodies, 
or choke. So, when shopping for toys 
or fi nding things around the house, be 
mindful of these tips from VetStreet.
● You might love swinging around a 
piece of string or ribbon that catches 
your kitten’s attention. Did you know 
that these are very easy to swal-
low? Cats have tongues covered in 
rearward-facing barbs which make it 
diffi cult to spit out thin pieces of mate-
rial. Then it’s trouble if it gets into the 
intestines. Be sure to keep all string-
type toys out of reach when you’re not 
present to supervise your kitten’s play.
● For similar reasons, toys that have 
small parts attached to them can be 
risky too. VetStreet gives the exam-
ple of furry mice with plastic eyes 
and noses glued on. Your kitten could 
swallow them, so take these small bits 
off before letting him or her play with 
it. Also keep a lookout for plush toys 
fi lled with beans, nutshells or beads, 

and avoid toys that are small enough to 
be inhaled or swallowed.
● If you use remote-controlled battery 
mice, keep the batteries out of your 
kitten’s reach. But don’t miss out on the 
fun!
● Don’t let kittens play in plastic bags, 
as they could chew and swallow them. 
Of course paper bags are great - just 
don’t let anyone step on them when the 
kitten’s inside!

So what are the best options for kit-
ten play, that will maximise entertain-
ment, exercise and bonding?
● Give your new one stuffed toys that 
they can treat as prey or another crea-
ture to play-fi ght with. Bring out his or 
her wild side!
● Put a bunch of ping pong or practice 
golf balls in a box or bathtub and let 
your kitten romp in them. Or put a ball 
in an empty tissue box and let him or 
her fi sh for it.
● Get out your laser pointer. Your 
kitten will get lots of practice running 
around. And who doesn’t love watching 
a cat chase a red dot like it’s gold?
● If you have any other ideas for play-
ing with kittens, do let us know via 
email at jill.mundy@ashdown.co.uk, 
or send them to us on our Facebook 
page.

How to keep playtime
safe for your kitten
Give your new kitten the best playtime you can 
with these toy safety ideas and fi nd out how to maximise 
entertainment, exercise and bonding

BY BRITA MOORE

TOY STORY

“Of course paper bags are great - just don’t let 
anyone step on them when the kitten’s inside!”

The Meow is a special edition of 
the Ruffl e Snuffl e™ rug made just 
for cats. The plush fl eecy fabric 
has been infused with catnip to 
make it irresistible to pussy cats 
and keep them purring for ages. 

It is simple and fun to use - just 
shake vigorously, sprinkle on cat 
treats, ruffl e them into the rug and 
watch your cat snuffl e them out. 

“George is obsessed with his 
Meow and spends ages explor-
ing for every last titbit”, said 
Becky.

The Ruffl e Snuffl e Meow is 
made from high quality fl eece 
and recycled rubber matting. It 
comes with a very useful cotton 
drawstring travel bag, that also 
doubles as a cat toy storage bag. 

“Topsy loves her Meow so 
much she even sleeps on it,” said 
Helen. 

Long lasting, high quality and 
portable, the Ruffl e Snuffl e Meow 
mat can be washed at up to 20 
degrees to keep it fresh. The 
catnip will last for several washes 
and can be refreshed with a cat-
nip spray if needed. 

Buy online at: 
www.ruffl esnuffl erugs.com
Email: sales@ruffl esnuffl e.com
Tel: 01763 877505
www.facebook.com/ruffl esnuffl e
www.twitter.com/ruffl esnuffl e

Keep them active
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G ary Hodges is a popular and 
successful wildlife artist with a 
talent for pencil drawings. He 
lives with his partner Dave and 

their two dogs in a countryside area 
of Ibiza for part of the year and the 
rest of the time, 23 floors up in a flat 
in East London. “We are fortunate to 
have amazing views in both places 
and love them both. We love the laid 
back cosmopolitan feel of Ibiza, our 
friends there and obviously the almost 
year long sunshine too. The UK is still 
my home though, where family and so 
many friends live.”

We couldn’t resist the opportunity to 
ask Gary some questions about his life 
as an artist and the incredible animals 
that inspire him.

How long have you been producing 
your art? 

I’d always drawn but I took it more 
seriously and started drawing animals 
when I was about 23. It coincided with 
meeting Dave. We’ve been together 
for 38 years now. I finally became a full 
time artist in 1989.

Why did you become an artist?   
I had been working on an adventure 

playground at Elephant and Castle in 
South London and although I enjoyed 
the job, it wasn’t ever going to be 
my life’s career. In 1988 my dad was 
diagnosed with cancer and that made 
me re-evaluate my life. I’d had some 
success with my drawings so decided 

to try making it my full time job. Fortu-
nately it worked out… far better than I 
could have imagined! 

Are you a full or part time artist? 
Full time. For the first three years 

I worked really hard to build up my 
profile but by 1992 I realised I had to 
slow down, give myself more breath-
ing space. Since 1995 I’ve only drawn 
between one and three pictures a year. 
I have never wanted to churn them out, 
so I draw when I am in the mood. I try 
and keep it quality, not quantity. Luckily 
money isn’t my motivation in life. 

Describe the artworks you produce 
What I do are drawings not paint-

ings. My unique selling point is that I 
draw exclusively with graphite pencils. 
I have done for the whole of my career. 
Most artists paint with some type of 
paint or sculpt with clay. I love pencils! 

Do you have an art studio? 
I have a studio in Ibiza.

What are your favourite materials? 
Derwent graphite pencils, Fabriano 

5 paper and plastic erasers. I’ve used 
them since the early 1980s.

Where do you get the inspiration for 
your drawings?  

Dave and I travel to many other 
countries such as Kenya, Costa Rica, 
Galapagos and Nepal to see wild-
life where it should be… in the wild. 

How Gary draws on his
love of wild animals
With a lifelong love of wild animals it’s no surprise that artist 
Gary Hodges has made them the subject of his wonderful 
drawings. Sit back and admire his work

BY JILL MUNDY

Gary Hodges Wildlife Art
email: gary@garyhodges-wildlife-art.com
web: garyhodges-wildlife-art.com
facebook: Gary Hodges Wildlife Art

THE CAT FACTS:

MEET THE ARTIST
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MEET THE ARTIST

Our next trip planned is to be around 
mountain and lowland gorillas and 
chimpanzees in DRC and Rwanda.

Are the drawings you produce differ-
ent to when you first started and if so, 
how have they changed?  

My drawings are that the more 
care, attention, research and time I put 
into my art, the better they became. 
Nowadays, a large drawing takes me 
between 2 to 4 months to complete… 
some even more!

How you plan/start a picture? Do you 
take photographs on your travels 
and then work from those or do you 
start with a sketch? 

Yes, I takes thousands of photos 
while I’m away on trips. I use my cam-
eras like binoculars, watching the ani-
mals and then when great poses comes 
into view, I madly snap away. Along with 

closely observing the animals, photos 
help me create my drawings. 

When back in my studio, I will use 
up to 12 different photos, choosing 
the best bits from each to make the 
finished drawing. 

I also have a huge library of wildlife 
books too that are great for additional 
reference material and information. A 
few of my books I’ve kept since I was a 
young child...I’ve always loved animals! 
My family used to buy me wildlife 
books as presents rather than the usual 
toy cars and guns. I feel really fortunate 
that my parents were really encourag-
ing of my love of animals and anything 
to do with art, as were my teachers at 
school.

What part of your work do you 
enjoy the most? 

I love drawing… when it’s going 
right, it’s an amazing euphoric feel-

ing, but the best part of my job is the 
travelling abroad to see the animals, 
being with them and experiencing 
their world. I absolutely love just about 
all animals… maybe not a great love 
for mosquitoes and flies though!    

Where do you sell your drawings? 
I occasionally sell through char-

ity shows and auctions but I’ve been 
keeping my original drawings back for 
the recent ‘Heart & Soul’ exhibition in 
London, the biggest one of my life… 
there were 160 limited edition prints 
and originals in the show. 

The show was in aid of elephants, 
with money going to the Born Free 
Foundation and the Environmental 
Investigation Agency (EIA). I’d hoped 
at least £160,000 would be raised for 
them so I was thrilled that £133,000 
was raised on the opening night alone. 
I can’t imagine a world without el-
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ephants or tigers or lions. There’s so 
many other endangered species. I 
can’t be a bystander while extinction 
is possible so I decided to hold this 
exhibition. 

Out of all the drawings you have 
done, do you have a favourite? 

Plea for the Rainforest. It is a picture 
of a mother and baby orangutan and I 
drew it after visiting Borneo in 1998.

Have you kept any of your own draw-
ings and if so, why? 

We will never sell a portrait I did of 
our late border collie, Jaff, for obvi-
ous reasons. But I decided early on if 
I wanted to make a career out of art 
I needed to be prepared to sell just 

about anything I did. I hope I’ll draw 
something even better than the ones I 
sell in the future. It keeps me trying!

What are your plans for the future? 
After this exhibition, which inciden-

tally has been years in the planning 
and taken up much of my time over the 
last six months, we’d like to go away 
somewhere for a short trip. 

One of our dogs is getting old (14) 
and we don’t want to spend too much 
time away from him, but somewhere 
like Mexico for a couple of weeks, 
to swim with whale sharks would be 
wonderful. 

By the way, I love cats but Dave is 
allergic to their fur so we can’t have 
them. I make the most of friends’ cats! 

MEET THE ARTIST

● There’s a new feline sen-
sation as Japanese tourists 
are rushing to Tokyo to see a 
shopkeeper’s cat with ‘lucky’ 
markings

The Japanese are well known for 
holding cats in high regard and 
even have a lucky ‘mascot’ - a cat 
holding his paw aloft. Now tourists 
from all over Japan are making 
their way to a tiny tobacconist in 
the northern part of Tokyo where 
the shopkeeper’s cat is causing 
quite a stir because of her mark-
ings.

The feline in question is called 
‘Hachi’ which means ‘eight’ in 
Japanese and it’s her eyebrows 
that are attracting attention. Two 
black markings above her eyes 
resemble the character for the 
number eight - kanji - which in 
Japan is considered to bring good 
luck. Tourists are hoping that visit-
ing Hachi will bring good luck to 
themselves and some have even 
said that after seeing the lucky 
feline, something good happened 
for them, according to the owner, 
Kaori Hasegawa.

Hachi was born a month after 
the earthquake in March 2011 
that led to the Fukushima nuclear 
reactor meltdown. A local editor 
asked Hasegawa to look after her, 
hoping her signs of luck would 
brighten up the area’s local busi-
nesses after the disaster.

Hachi is far from the first of 
Japan’s beloved cats. The Daily 
Dot’s Aja Romano writes that the 
internet’s cat obsession actually 
began there, thanks to a centu-
ries-long role in their culture and 
religion. In Buddhism and Shin-
toism, cats are considered both 
sacred and cursed. They bring 
connection to the supernatural.

Japanese really 
love their cats
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more support 

for breeders! 

Agria Pet Insurance Limited are authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority (FCA). 
Agria Pet Insurance Limited is registered in England no 04258783. 
Registered Offi  ce: 2b Alton House Offi  ce Park, Gatehouse Way, Aylesbury, Bucks HP19 8XU.

Our 5 weeks FREE insurance cover notes off er essential 
protection for you, your kittens and their new owners, 
just in case something goes wrong in those vulnerable 
fi rst few weeks when they leave your care.

5 weeks
free

Find out more at 

agriapet.co.uk/breeder

Plus:
 Immediate cover for accident and illness

 Cash rewards with the Agria Breeder Club

 Optional Breeding Risks cover to protect mum and her litter

Essential insurance protection 
for you and your kittens
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These tips from 

the British Small 

Animal Veterinary 

Association (BSAVA) 

will help you adapt your 

home to meet your kit-

ten’s needs, making them 

feel safe and comfortable.

Space
● Ideally allow two rooms 

for your kitten. Make sure 

they can explore them 

vertically as well as at 

ground level by providing 

cupboards and shelves 

at different heights where 

they can climb.

● An activity centre with 

additional platforms will 

also be a welcome addi-

tion.

Food and water
● Feed a balanced diet 

suitable for a kitten. Many 

branded cat foods are 

available for different 

breeds and age groups.

● Feed your kitten several 

small meals during the 

day rather than leaving 

a larger amount of food 

down all day.

● Always have clean wa-

ter on offer, close to the 

food bowl and also away 

from the feeding area.

● Puzzle feeders will 

encourage exercise and 

simulate hunting skills.

Litter
● If your kitten will be 

kept indoors, provide 

one litter tray per cat plus 

one extra. They should 

be placed in different 

locations where the kitten 

can access them easily. 

Remember upstairs too 

if your kitten will have 

freedom to go there.

● Somewhere quiet is 

best - avoid busy areas or 

very remote parts of the 

house.
● Scoop out soiled litter 

once or twice a day to 

keep them clean and free 

from odours.

● Clean the trays and 

replace the litter as often  

as necessary to keep 

down odours.

● Litter trays should be at 

least 1.5 times the length 

of the cat, to allow them 

to get in and out eas-

ily. Kittens are obviously 

small but will soon grow 

and some breeds will be 

much bigger than others.

● Choose the type of 

tray and litter that best 

suits your kitten and your 

house. Most cats will 

prefer an uncovered box 

with unscented, clumping 

fine-grained litter.

Sleeping
● Cats spend a lot of their 

time resting and sleeping 

so there should be plenty 

of comfortable areas 

for them throughout the 

home.
● Some should be raised 

off the floor, for exam-

ple on chairs, beds and 

shelves.

A hiding place
- Your home will be a 

strange place for your 

new kitten and being able 

to hide will help them 

cope with the stress and 

challenges of their new 

environment.

● Hiding places include 

boxes, baskets, ward-

robes or cupboards with 

the door left open.

● Your kitten may also 

choose to use some of 

these hiding places as a 

rest area, especially if it 

is raised and a good look 

out point.

Claws
● Cats scratch in order 

to stretch their muscles, 

keep their claws in good 

condition and also to 

mark their territory.

● Good surfaces to 

scratch include scratch 

posts, sisal rope, rush 

matting, cardboard and 

pieces of carpet and 

wood.
● Scratching surfaces 

should be put next to 

resting or sleeping areas 

as cats will often stretch 

What I need!
 .. when you take me
to my new home
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 .. when you take me
to my new home

and sharpen their claws 

on waking.

● They also like to use 

prominent corners such 

as the edges of furniture 

so either cover them with 

a protective material or 

place a scratch post next 

to them.
● Providing vertical and 

horizontal scratching sur-

faces is the best option.

Human contact
● Try to spend some time 

every day playing with 

your kitten, preferably for 

10-15 minutes a session, 

several times a day.

● Some cats will enjoy be-

ing petted and groomed, 

while others will prefer 

just to play.

● Offer your kitten a 

selection of toys and try 

to determine which type 

of toys they prefer to play 

with.
● Toys that mimic small 

prey are often best; if they 

flutter or squeak when 

touched, move rapidly or 

suddenly, have feathers or 

are covered in soft fur, so 

much the better.

● Other kinds of toy 

include fishing-rod style 

toys, ping-pong balls or 

self-propelling toys.

● Cats soon get bored 

of the same toys so there 

should be a variety and 

they should be replaced 

or rotated frequently.

Exploring
● It is important for a cat 

to be active, as this helps 

prevent obesity and bore-

dom, especially if your 

cat is kept indoors all the 

time.
- Offer your kitten large 

boxes or paper carrier 

bags to explore.

● Access to outdoors will 

provide a wide range of 

stimuli but may be associ-

ated with certain dangers.

● An outdoor pen or run 

can provide safe outdoor 

access or train your cat 

to go out on a lead and 

harness.

Stimulate the senses

● Even an indoor cat can 

enjoy the outdoors if you 

provide a window sill or 

viewing platform close to 

a window.

● Audiovisual products 

are available for cats 

which contain images and 

sounds of nature that may 

be of interest to them.

● Catnip is a well known 

stimulant that some cats 

enjoy.
● Many cats like to chew 

certain types of grass that 

can be grown in pots or 

containers, both indoors 

and out.
● Try not to clean sur-

faces that have been 

marked by scent-rubbing 

too often.

● Many cats do not like 

household sprays con-

taining citrus scents.

“Cats soon get 
bored of the 
same toys so 
there should 
be a variety”
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r ight in the heart of the Garden 
Route, just outside the pictur-
esque town of Plettenberg Bay, 
lies the Jukani wildlife predator 

parks – dedicated to the preservation 
and wellbeing of the world’s most in-
spiring carnivores. Previously at home 
in Mossel Bay, Jukani moved to The 
Crags, Plettenberg Bay in 2013. 

The owners, Jurg and Karen Olsen, 
started Jukani in 2005 after seeing the 
terrible conditions big cats were kept 
in on lion breeding farms in South 
Africa. Jukani was opened to inform 
people of the plight of these majestic 
felines in the wild and how disrespect-
ful they are treated in captivity. 

The inhabitants                                                                                                                               
Jukani is home to various carnivores, 

literally in all shapes and sizes, such as 
the tiger (Siberian, Bengal and white), 
lion (white and tawny), cheetah, jaguar, 
leopard (spotted and black), cougar, 
caracal and serval cats, puma, hyena, 
wild dog, jackal, zebra and various 
snake species. All animals here are 
wild and no attempt has been made to 
tame them. 

Some of the animals at Jukani have 
been confiscated by CapeNature and 
placed here for safe keeping; some 
are donated from individuals and they 
have bought several animals from 
lion breeding farms where they were 
destined for canned hunting or from 
bona fide zoological institutions where 
they had surplus animals facing an 

uncertain future. All the cats here have 
been born and raised in captivity, so 
therefore lack the skills to survive on 
their own in the wild. 

Still, they remain dangerous and 
have their natural instincts. All the 
existing cats are on birth control so 
that they do not breed, as Jukani is an 
orphanage and a sanctuary for the 
animals that are already here.                                                                                                                        

The animals’ enclosures on the 
approximately 17 hectare site, are 
spacious enough to give them the 
freedom to run, play and exercise. It is 
designed to allow them a 360 degree 
view to be able to act out their natu-
ral behavior patterns. The vegetation 
is rolling parkland with large trees, 
shade, ample water and even forest in 
some of the areas. The enclosures are 
large, with places where the animals 
can retreat to if they want to be out of 
sight.

The purpose of Jukani
The natural habitats of many of the 

animals here are being destroyed by 
humans at an alarming rate. The jag-
uar’s rainforests are being harvested 
for trees, the tiger’s natural habitats are 
being turned into human settlements 
and our lions in Africa have so little 
space left, due to human invasion in 
their territories. The upsetting amount 
of poaching taking place worldwide 
and the black market trade in preda-
tor species body parts, also attribute 
to the decline in numbers and the 

increasing safety of keeping the re-
maining big cats wild and free in their 
natural environments. 

The Jukani sanctuary is a platform 
from which they create widespread 
awareness about conservation. The 
main purpose is to change people’s 
perception of these animals. The focus 
is on conservation education and spe-
cifically the plight of large predators 
in captivity, in South Africa and all over 
the world. 

Big cats are extraordinary animals 
with a dangerous beauty that is both 
awe inspiring but also fearsome be-
cause of their power and ability to kill. 
The Jukani approach is one of respect 
for what each animal represents. Each 
of the animals at Jukani Predator Park 
is special and an ambassador for its 
kind, an individual that has a role to 
play in preserving its species. All are 
wild animals, none have had their spir-
its broken, none have been tamed and 
yet, when you see how they welcome 
and accept the staff among them, you 
will begin to realise that something 
very special happens here between 
predator and man. 

The experienced and knowledge-
able guides have a special relation-
ship with the animals and visitors are 
given the opportunity to experience 
these magnificent animals up close 
and personal by going on a tour of the 
sanctuary and being introduced to all 
the inhabitants. 

They are very conscious of con-

Home to wild animals
with a dangerous beauty
At Jukani, an award winning wildlife sanctuary and 
conservation centre in South Africa, people are taught to 
respect and to care. Join Yolanda on a tour of the area

BY YOLANDA WESSELS

BIG CATS
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servation and guests are treated 
to informative discussions on the 
various species and their ecologi-
cal place in nature. This way visitors 
are educated of the plight of big cats 
in the wild and in captivity and they 
set the standard for keeping these 
cats in enclosures designed for each 
species’ specific needs. They have 
a no-touch policy; there is no con-
servation value in touching these 
majestic animals. 

As these cats cannot be returned 
to the wild, this organisation is 
dedicated to maintain a sanctuary for 
wild cats and provide the best possi-
ble care and security for their future. 

Award winning sanctuary                                                                                                                      
The South African Animal Sanctu-

ary Alliance (SAASA), consisting 
of The Jukani Wildlife Sanctuary, 
Monkeyland and Birds of Eden, are 
the current winners of the Lilizela 
Service Excellence Awards - Best 
Visitor Experience ‘Wildlife Encoun-
ters’; Skål International Sustainable 
Tourism Award - Best Major At-
traction; winner of the ‘Best Animal 
Welfare Initiative’ and overall winner 
of the World Responsible Tourism 
Awards.

A visit to Jukani is not just about 
viewing big cats; it is an informative 
experience at a sanctuary where 
the animal’s physical and emotional 
needs are placed first and foremost. 
At Jukani people are taught to care. 
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MANUFACTURERS OF CAT DWELLINGS AND ACCESSORIES.
DELIVERIES THROUGHOUT U.K. MAINLAND

Hillier Garden Centre, Dept. CW06, Woodhouse Lane, Botley
Nr. Southampton SO30 2EZ. Tel: Botley (01489) 781260/781811

email: sales@grangepetcentre.co.uk web: www.grangepetcentre.co.uk

MASTER CARD AND VISA WELCOME. ALL CARD HOLDERS CAN PURCHASE 
BY MAIL OR TELEPHONE BY QUOTING CARD NUMBER - OPEN 9.00am - 5.00pm DAILY

YOU WILL BE AMAZED AT THE CAT HOMES, RUNS, PENS, 
BOOKS AND ACCESSORIES AVAILABLE AT VERY MODERATE 

PRICES IN OUR FREE ILLUSTRATED CATALOGUE. 
PLEASE SEND £1 STAMP FOR YOUR COPY

ARUN CHALET
Superb value at only 

£401.00 Carriage £55.00
Overall size: 9’0” long x 4’9” wide x 6’0” high
House size: 4’9” wide x 3’0” deep x 6’0” high

The above has been treated with red cedar wood 
preservative - this is an additional cost.

C39

Carriage terms on accessories - orders over £75.00 free delivery. Orders under £75.00 add £5.50 Excludes Scottish 
Highlands & Lowlands & Offshore Islands, Northern Ireland, Channel Islands, Isles of Scilly & Isle of Man

BUILD YOUR OWN CAT HOME OR RUN
We have an enviable selection of panels that are all 
manufactured in our own factory. The benefit of these 
panels is that it is possible to design your own cattery, 
run, pen etc. If the panel you require is not shown please 
contact us, as the diverse number of panels we produce 
run into hundreds.

All planed timber
Panel 6’ x 3’ - ½” x 1” 19G 
galvanised wire £18.45 each
Door Panel 6’ x 3’ - ½” x 1” 19G 
galvanised wire £32.85 each
Carriage £45.00 on any quantity

Visit us online at www.grangepetcentre.co.uk        

C6 KITI-KIT CAT RUN
2820mm (9’3”) long x 1830mm (6’0”) wide x 1868mm (6’1½”)
Constructed of 38mm x 38mm planed timber 
covered with 13mm x 25mm 
x 19g galvanised wire. 
Other gauges and size of mesh can be quoted 
for. We are always pleased to quote for any 
extensions or alterations you may wish to make. 

Only £246.00  Carriage £45.00
The above has been treated with red cedar wood preservative - this is an additional cost.

HAMWICK HIDEAWAY C60
                                        
                                   

THE HAMWICK IS AN INEXPENSIVE RUN AND 
SHELTER PROVIDING A SECURE AREA

The above has been treated with red cedar wood preservative - this is an additional cost.

£221.00 Carriage £55.00
Overall Size: 7’6” long x 3’0” wide x 5’1½” high

House Size: 3’0” wide x 1’3” high x 
1’3” deep raised 1’0” with legs

CAT MATE MICROCHIP CAT FLAP 
Compatible with 9, 10 & 15 digit microchips. Requires 4 x 
AA batteries (not included) which will give approximately 
12 months operation. 3 year guarantee
Product dimensions: 197mm (7.75”) W x 
246mm (9.5625”) H x 110mm (4.75”) D.
Cut out width: 173mm (6.875”)
Cut out height: 198mm (7.75”)

Only £59.99

THE SEVERN SUITE CAT HOME
Overall Size: 9’3” long x 4’0” wide x 6’1½” high
House Size: 4’0” wide x 3’0” deep x 3’0” high
Framework: 38mm x 38mm planed timber.
House area: is clad with 12mm x 100mm 
tongued and grooved boarding.
There are two access doors and a two way magnetic pet 
door. The roof is covered with bitumen felt.
A glass window is at the front of the house.
Run area: The run is covered with 
1/2” x 1” x 19 gauge galvanised Twilweld.

Only £379  Carriage £55.00
The above has been treated with red cedar wood 
preservative - this is an additional cost

ROUND CAT BED
This beautiful cat bed is 510mm  
(20”) round, ideal for your pet to 
snuggle into. 

 
Great value at only £9.99!

Skuani01

PENELOPE CAT SCRATCHER
A beautiful looking cat scratcher that offers your cat an 
area to relax in and plenty of sisal posts for scratching 
and clawing.  
Floor area:  59cm x 48cm
Height:     107cm
Posts:   3 x 12cm dia
  1 x 18cm dia
Colour:  Beige

Sku47021 Penelope £129.99 

ON OFFER at only £99.99

MAD ABOUT CATSMAD ABOUT CATS  
High Quality Cat 
Themed Gifts 
for Cat Lovers 

• Homewares 
• Jewellery 
• Bags & Accessories 
 
 
 

www.madaboutcats.com 

Tel : 01942 717667 

100’s of Quality Products.  
Always Something New! 
Secure Online Ordering.  

Excellent Service & Fast Delivery.  
 

Cat Toys and Accessories. 
 

• Catnip Toys 
• Teasers & Ticklers 
• Cat Beds 
• Grooming Products  
www.madcats.co.uk 

 

High Quality Cat Themed Gifts 
for Cat Lovers and their Cats

1ST CHOICE FOR CAT GIFTS 

Homewares • Jewellery 
Collectables • Catnip toys  

Ticklers & Teasers 
Yeowww Toys 

and much more. 

www.madaboutcats.com

100’s of quality products. 
Excellent service 
and fast delivery. 

Tel: 01942 717667

This space will cost 
only £75.00 (plus VAT)
to appear in both the 

printed & digital versions 
of Cat World. 

Call now to get your 
business noticed. 

+ 44 (0) 1903 884988 
option 2 or 

+ 44 (0) 7730 622416 

www.catworld.co.uk

Make sure your cattery is full 
for the summer months 

by advertising your 
feline holiday 

accommodation. 
Various sizes available, 

call now for details 

+ 44 (0) 1903 884988 option 2 or + 44 (0) 7730 622416 

www.catworld.co.uk
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This pen 
£807 

From  
£252 

Get her ready for  
life’s adventures!
with Hill’s™ Science Plan™  
Healthy Development™ Kitten foods.

The first few months are vital for a 
kittens development.  That’s why 
Hill’s kitten foods are formulated to:

• Support healthy brain  
development with high levels of 
Omega-3 fatty acids 

• Support a healthy immune system 
with clinically proven antioxidants

• Suitable for kittens from 3 weeks  
to 12 months

Visit HillsPet.co.uk to find out more.

™ Trademarks owned by Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc. ©2016

Get her ready for 
life’s adventures!
Get her ready for Get her ready for 

Supplying Catteries and Kennels
for over 40 years

Lindee Lu is the UK's Premier Cattery and Kennel Builder Lindee Lu have been 
designing and manufacturing Catteries and Kennels for licensed boarding, rescue groups
and private individuals for over 40 years.

Whether it’s an intimate four pen cattery or a commercial fifty pen
outfit, running your own boarding cattery can be a rewarding, 
fulfilling way of life and having a home based business is both 
convenient and easy. Lindee Lu provides the whole package and
helps you create a high quality establishment your 
customers will return to time and time again. We manufacture in
traditional wood and our new, very popular, 100% synthetic
wood product which retains the look of our wooden pens but 
requires no annual maintenance. 

Ever thought of running your own Cattery?

For more information on starting a cattery please visit our website where all
your questions can be answered. Contact us today email sales@lindee-lu.co.uk
or call 01275 853800

www.lindee-lu.co.uk
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B radford Cat Watch 
Rescue was formed 
by Katie Jane Lloyd 
ten years ago as a 

result of another rescue 
closing, leaving 25 cats 
at risk. Katie was worried 
for the cats’ future so with 
the help of some friends 
they quickly converted her 
garage into a purpose built 
cattery with specially built 
cat units and ‘BCWR’ was 
formed. 

BCWR is run by Katie 
Lloyd and Terry Jowlett 
along with a dedicated 
team of volunteers who ei-
ther foster some of the cats 
and kittens or they come to 
Katie’s house twice daily to 
ensure the cats’ are clean, 
fed and watered. Katie 
always keeps any felines 
who need medicating with 
her and also does all the 
nursing. Some of the kittens 
who come in require bottle 
feeding which takes time 
and dedication. At times 
it really is round the 
clock work.

Their slogan is “we 
rescue, rehabilitate 
and rehome over 400 
seriously ill, injured 
and abandoned cats 
and kittens every 

year”. They currently have 
107 cats and kittens, 57 are 
with foster carers and 50 
with Katie.

Katie makes decisions 
regarding the cats’ welfare 
and is responsible for the 
fi nances. In 2015, £25,000 
was spent on vet fees alone 
so as well as all the nursing 
she does, she also has to 
fundraise. Funds are either 
paid directly to BCWR or 
donors can make a pay-
ment to their vets, North-
cote Veterinary Surgery in 
Bradford.

Good food
It is very important to 

Katie that the cats in their 
care are fed a good quality 
diet so she uses copious 
amounts of feed from Hills.

I have been following 
BCWR for several months 
now and the care and com-
passion Katie shows really 
does know no bounds. She 
takes in cats who are sick, 

injured and have been cru-
elly treated. For her, turn-
ing cats and kittens away 
in their time of need is not 
an option, even though she 
knows that they will re-
quire veterinary treatment 
often costing hundreds of 
pounds and she nurses 
them back to health. She 
takes in cats who would 
ordinarily be turned away 
by the larger sanctuaries.

Every weekend between 
1pm and 4pm they endeav-
our to open their doors to 
the public so they can see 
the cats and kittens who 
are up for adoption. Kittens 
can be adopted from the 
age of nine weeks, with a 
minimum donation of £65 
which includes preventa-
tive treatment such as fl ea 
and worming treatment, 
their fi rst vaccination, post 
adoption veterinary checks 
and neutering. Owners 
are given an information 
pack so they are aware 
when the second vaccina-
tion is due and it is speci-
fi ed that when the kitten is 
old enough, they must be 
neutered at the vets used 
by BCWR which is paid for 
by the sanctuary. A neu-
tered young adult can be 

adopted with a minimum 
donation of £35.

All cats or kittens who 
are adopted come with 
four weeks insurance 
which they are encouraged 
to continue with.

CASE STUDIES

Braille
On 5 November 2014 

a terrifi ed black cat was 
found in the middle of a 
busy road. She had no 
collar or microchip and 
was found to be blind and 
deaf so she was affection-
ately named Braille. It is 
thought she was around 15 
years old. She lived with 
Katie in her house and 
has come on leaps and 
bounds. Between them 
they developed an effective 
communication system us-
ing tapping, touching and 
vibrations. Katie noticed 
that Braille had not been 
her usual self and took her 
to the vets; she was jaun-
diced and apathetic. Tests 
revealed she had a condi-
tion called Cholangiohepa-
titis that can either come in 
an acute or chronic form 
as well as hyperthyroid-
ism. Since this was over the 

An incredible story of dedication and determination - owner Katie 
told me about some of the cats who have come into her care

BY SONJA K STEINER

RESCUE CENTRES

when the second vaccina-
tion is due and it is speci-
fi ed that when the kitten is 
old enough, they must be 
neutered at the vets used 
by BCWR which is paid for 
by the sanctuary. A neu-
tered young adult can be 

Quality care at Bradford 
Cat Watch Rescue 
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Easter period at an out of 
hours practice her bill was 
nearly £800. Once Braille 
was stabilised Katie was 
allowed to bring her home 
where she continued to be 
given intravenous fl uids as 
well as medication. Braille’s 
condition had vastly 
improved, she was eating 
little and often and gaining 
strength. On 31 March Ka-
tie took Braille back to the 
vets to have her cannula 
changed. She was cuddling 
her when suddenly she 
started fi tting and despite 
every attempt to revive her, 
she passed away. 

Wonka
A beautiful 10 year old 

ginger cat, residents had 
noticed him wandering the 
streets with his head tilting 
to one side. He was not 
wearing a collar nor did he 
have a microchip and de-
spite appeals for his own-
ers to come forward, no 
one did. He was brought to 
Katie and examined by the 
vet who revealed that he 
had a mass, deep inside his 
left ear canal. The surgery 
alone was going to cost 
over £1,000 so a fundraiser 
called ‘Wonka’s Wish’ was 

formed and thanks to the 
generosity of supporters, 
they raised enough money. 
Wonka had his surgery on 
30 March. Tests revealed 
that the mass was benign, 
so once Wonka has made a 
full recovery, he will be up 
for rehoming.

Thomas
Thomas was 19 years old 

when he came into the care 
of BCRW. Sadly his owner 
had to be taken into a hos-
pice, so Katie took him in to 
care for him for the rest of 
his days. He was seen by 
the vet as he was severely 
arthritic and given medica-
tion to keep him comfort-
able. He was only in Katie’s 
care for just over three 
weeks when he passed 
away peacefully, two days 
after his owner died. 

Bunny
A concerned member of 

the public contacted BCWR 
after they found ‘Bunny’, a 
heavily pregnant cat, wan-
dering the streets. She had 
contacted other rescues 
who were not able to help. 
An email was sent to a well 
known charity who sug-
gested that the lady take 

the cat to the vets to have 
the kittens aborted. The 
lady contacted Katie who 
took Bunny in and she gave 
birth to four beautiful and 
healthy kittens on 1 April. 

Toby/George
This was a long term 

stray who was found in 
a bedraggled state. He 
was taken to the vets for 
a thorough check up and 
found to have FIV but sadly 
he did not have a micro-
chip. However, thanks to 
the power of social 
media, George as 
he was named, 
was found to be 
someone’s be-
loved pet who 
had gone missing 
six years previ-
ously and was 
actually called 
Toby. BCWR have 
provided a lot of 
education and informa-
tion about his condition 
and Toby has now been 
reunited with his delighted 
owners.

Power of dedication
To run a sanctuary 

like BCWR requires time, 
energy and dedication 

and Katie runs this, despite 
her being unwell herself. 
Four years ago Katie was 
diagnosed with an inoper-
able brain tumour; she is 
on chemotherapy to try to 
keep it at bay and anyone 
who has experienced this 
treatment will know its side 
effects can be extremely 
debilitating - yet Katie 
keeps on going. For me, 
I felt incredibly humble 
speaking to this remark-
able lady, knowing that not 
only does she have her 

own health to deal 
with but that of the 
felines in her care, 
as well as having 
to fundraise, which 
I know puts a lot of 
stress on her. 

If anyone would 
like to know more 
about this amazing 
sanctuary’s work, 
they can be found 

on www.bcwr-kittens.co.uk 
and they can be found on 
Facebook under Bradford 
Cat Watch Rescue Kittens. 
Details on how to donate 
are on their website.
● This article is dedicated 
to Braille who crossed over 
to Rainbow Bridge on 31 
March 2016.

RESCUE CENTRES

felines in her care, 
as well as having 
to fundraise, which 
I know puts a lot of 
stress on her. 

like to know more 
about this amazing 
sanctuary’s work, 
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i f you’re one of the millions of peo-
ple with asthma in the UK (about 
one in eleven of us are¹), you’ll 
have some idea of how a cat with 

untreated asthma might feel, because 
in many respects asthma in cats is very 
similar to asthma in humans. The res-
piratory disease causes constriction 
and inflammation of the small airways 
in the lungs, known as bronchocon-
striction, causing coughing, wheezing 
and difficulty breathing. 

What causes feline asthma?
Dr Andy Sparkes, one of the world’s 

leading feline vets and Veterinary 
Director at the charity International Cat 
Care, explained that some cats might 
be more susceptible: “Studies do sug-
gest that some cats are more frequent-
ly affected with asthma - particularly 
Siamese and Oriental Shorthair cats 
- many, but not all, studies have found 
that these cats are quite markedly 
over-represented. Typically the disease 
seems to affect young adult cats.”

As in humans, it’s believed that the 
underlying cause of asthma in cats 
is an allergic condition and that this 
allergy results in the muscle around a 
cat’s airways contracting, triggering 
the bronchoconstriction and making it 
harder for the cat to breathe. 

Irritants in the cat’s environment 
(for example, smoke or dust) can also 
exacerbate the symptoms and Andy 
explained that it’s extremely hard to 
identify the underlying cause of the 

allergic response.
“In some cats the signs will be sea-

sonal, which may suggest exposure to 
pollens, for example, that are trigger-
ing the response. In others though, the 
signs will occur all year round. Some 
cats may improve when the cat litter is 
changed or when they are kept out of 
certain rooms in the house or when an 
owner stops using certain aerosols or 
scents. This may suggest the cat has 
developed an allergy to these items or 
that these items were exacerbating an 
underlying allergy to something else.”

How feline asthma is diagnosed 
The symptoms of feline asthma 

could also suggest other diseases, like 
chronic bronchitis, and there isn’t a 
specific test for it, so making a de-
finitive diagnosis isn’t easy. If a cat is 
brought in with signs of asthma, a vet 
would generally run tests to rule out 
other issues first, for example a bacte-

rial infection. Andy also explained: 
“Depending on where in the world the 
cat is, it may be important to rule out 
heartworm infection (that can cause 
signs identical to asthma) and perhaps 
lungworm infection.”

Chest x-rays might be taken to look 
for any changes in the cat’s airways, 
blood tests may be done and a sam-
ple of fluid might be taken from the 
cat’s lungs, using a process called 
bronchial lavage, to check for the type 
and amount of inflammatory cells (in 
particular, a type called eosinophils) 
which could help to confirm an asthma 
diagnosis. A vet might also perform a 
bronchoscopy, where they pass a tiny 
camera into the lungs to examine the 
small airways more closely. 

While a conclusive diagnosis of 
feline asthma isn’t easy to provide, a 
combination of a cat presenting with 
the common symptoms of asthma, 
other diseases being ruled out and a 
good response to asthma treatment, 
is enough to indicate that asthma is 
extremely likely. When a doctor sus-
pects a human has asthma, they’d test 
the patient’s lung function before and 
after asthma treatment to support the 
diagnosis - but attempting that kind of 
test on a cat wouldn’t be that easy!  

Treatment of feline asthma
Treatment for cats with suspected 

asthma is used to control the inflamma-
tory response in the lungs that causes 
symptoms and also prevent any long-

Understanding feline 
asthma & its causes
Asthma is a common condition in humans but did you 
know that cats can suffer from it too? Emily Fowler 
finds out more about how it effects our feline friends

BY EMILY FOWLER

DISEASE WATCH
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term damage to the lungs. Medica-
tion in the form of corticosteroids are 
used to reduce inflammation and can 
be given as tablets, injections or even 
inhaled using a ‘spacer’ device with 
a mask, the type that’s used in human 
babies and young children. 

Inhaling the steroid is usually pre-
ferred as it takes it directly to the lungs 
and you might be surprised to hear 
that most cats will actually tolerate us-
ing a spacer very well! Most cats with 
asthma show a quick and obvious im-
provement when steroids are started, 
which also makes it easier to confirm 
the initial diagnosis. 

Bronchodilators are another type of 
medication that can be used alongside 
steroids, particularly if a cat is expe-
riencing severe attacks, relaxing the 
muscles around the small airways and 
opening them up, making it easy for 
the cat to breathe. I asked Andy what 

owners can do, on top of veterinary 
treatment, to ease the symptoms and 
prevent attacks if their cat is diagnosed 
with asthma. 

“When asthma is diagnosed or sus-
pected, although it is often difficult to 
find the underlying cause, it is worth-
while looking carefully at the environ-
ment. Avoiding dusty or smoky envi-
ronments is important and it is best 
for cat owners to avoid using aerosol 
sprays as far as possible. Changing 
the cat litter (especially if it is dusty or 
scented) may help and it may be best 
to remove room-scenting devices such 
as diffusers. 

If the problem is suspected to be 
indoors, then allowing the cat out more 
or restricting access to some parts of 
the house may help. It can be helpful to 
keep a diary of the cat’s clinical signs 
to try to work out when they are most 
severe and what, if anything, can be 

identified that might trigger it.”

The long-term prognosis 
Just like in humans, feline asthma is 

usually easily controlled with the right 
medication and an owner who takes 
into account environmental triggers. 
It’s important that any signs of possible 
asthma aren’t ignored, however, be-
cause the disease can cause perma-
nent lung damage if left untreated and 
a severe attack could prove fatal.
¹CATLINK: www.asthma.org.uk/about/
media/facts-and-statistics/

DISEASE WATCH

Common symptoms 
of feline asthma
Persistent coughing
Wheezing or noisy breathing
Difficulty breathing
Fast breathing
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With a sub title of ‘Paws, claws 
and furry encounters’, you 
need no further encourage-

ment to start reading this book and Jo’s 
stories are so enjoyable, they are very 
easy to read. In fact once started, it’s 
difficult to put the book down.

Featured on BBC 2’s ‘Young Vets’, Jo 
has a love of all animals and this shines 
through in her writing. Tales from a 
Wild Vet is the follow up to 2015’s Tales 
from a Young Vet and sees Jo embark 
on her career in veterinary practice 
without the safety net of college tutors 
to advise her. We hear about several 
of the wonderful pets she meets and 
treats as a locum vet for various prac-
tices in the UK, giving an insight into 
how a young vet has to make some-
times life-and-death decisions.

But Jo has a call for the wild and sets 
off on a trip to work as a vet in South 
Africa then Uganda, where she has to 
put all her skills to the test. In these 
countries, vets are desperately needed 
but as owners can’t afford treatment, 
Jo must try to save the animals that 
mean so much to them while being an 
ambassador for the organisations that 
sponsored her trip.

So with a hectic working life, not to 
mention her forthcoming wedding to 
arrange, just how does Jo find time 
to write about her experiences? We 
decided to find out more:

CW: I have thoroughly enjoyed read-
ing your books - how do you find time 

to write as well as being a practicing 
vet and planning a wedding!? 
Jo: Thank you! With difficulty…! It helps 
that I’m self-employed, so I can just 
take off days for writing when I need 
to, and I regularly fill my lunch breaks 
with book-related work too. The wed-
ding planning hasn’t been a major 
investment of my time though - it’s just 
trickled along as a nice additional ex-
tra which feels more like fun than work. 
It helps that I’m a complete list fanatic 
and I have a very comprehensive to-
do list to keep me on track. 

CW: It sounds like you had a hectic 
start to your veterinary career, judg-
ing by Chapter 1 - Do you look back 
on those days now and smile or cringe 
just a little bit?
Jo: I wouldn’t ever want to go back to 
those first days! I was so miserable! 
I try to just block them out. I never 
realised how unprepared I would feel 
out in the vet world, having to deal with 
financial difficulties, emotional clients, 
making life and death decisions, and 

all with no support. I’m glad to say that 
now, almost two years down the line, 
that panic and stress has significantly 
reduced and I now love my work.

CW: So many people enjoyed the TV 
series ‘Young Vets’ - what was it like to 
be filmed while you were studying?
Jo: To start with it was terrifying. I 
am an absolute perfectionist and the 
thought of doing something wrong in 
front of the cameras, which potentially 
could have millions of viewers looking 
down them, made me really nerv-
ous. But as time went on, I completely 
relaxed and had fun. The film crew be-
came some great friends of mine and 
were there to pick me up when I was 
having a bad day and celebrate with 
me when things went well. In the end, 
I realised that a lot of my big mistakes 
wouldn’t even make it onto screen 
since for every one hour episode they 
filmed 150 hours of footage, so I learnt 
to laugh things off, knowing they prob-
ably wouldn’t ever make it to screen.

CW: You must have inspired many 
young people to become interested in 
veterinary nursing or becoming a vet 
themselves. Who inspired you to follow 
this career path?
Jo: I think most people who you ask 
this question to would say James Her-
riot but for me it actually wasn’t any-
one at all. It was sort of like a tick-box 
career decision which I made quite 
late in life at the age of 16… I knew I 

How Jo juggles 
wedding & writing

Jo Hardy has had a hectic start to her veterinary career. 
Here she tells CW how she’s coping with a wedding as well

BY JILL MUNDY

MEET THE AUTHOR
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wanted something to do with Biology 
(which was my best subject in school), 
something where it was always chang-
ing so it wouldn’t become monoto-
nous, something where I’d always be 
thinking and solving problems and, 
most importantly, something where I 
could improve the lives of others. So 
that pretty much only left medicine or 
veterinary and the thought of dealing 
with sick people on a daily basis made 
me feel a bit weird! 

CW: What advice would you give any 
young person considering a career 
caring for animals?
Jo: It’s such an amazing and rewarding 
career to have but always be aware 
nothing will go to plan! Animals have 
minds of their own and you can’t ex-
plain things to them. 

It helps to do lots of work experi-
ence with different species, such 
as farms, catteries, rescue centres, 
stables and vet practices, so that you’ll 
learn how to read expressions of every 
type of animal and learn how to handle 
them in the best manner possible, in 
the hope that they will like you and 
respect you for treating them well! So 
work hard, have fun, get loads of expe-
rience and always have a plan B when 
your patient or animal you’re caring for 
decides they don’t like your plan A!

CW: That’s sound advice! I’m sure 
many of our readers will enjoy the 
chapter ‘The Trouble With Cats’ and 

identify with the comments about both 
owners and their felines. Is there an 
animal that you would like to treat but 
haven’t yet had the opportunity?
Jo: I’ve been so fortunate to have 
treated a great deal of animals, from 
domestic animals like dogs and cats, 
large animals like horses and cows, ex-
otics like tortoises and rodents, wildlife 
like rhinos and deer. But the one thing 
I haven’t come into contact with, which 
definitely is on the bucket list, is a big 
cat such as a lion or tiger or leopard. 
They are such incredible animals and 
take my breath away when I see them 
in the wild. I hope one day I will have 
the opportunity.

CW: Your visits to South Africa and 
Uganda must have been so inspiring. 
Did you find anything unexpected 
(good or bad)?
Jo: Everything was unexpected as I 
had no expectations. I just went with 
the flow of the charities, and a vague 
plan about what I would do. The thing 
I was most surprised about in South 
Africa was my confidence in the town-
ships, as they are notoriously dan-
gerous. But since I was there to help, 
everyone was exceptionally respectful 
and friendly towards me so I wasn’t 
scared. Plus, it helped that I travelled 
with a local to translate if needed. 

The thing I was most surprised 
about in Uganda was the level of pov-
erty. You see on TV shows what it’s like 
in rural Africa but nothing prepared 

me for the prevalence of diseases, lack 
of infrastructure, or starvation that I 
witnessed. I left a little bit of my heart 
there and I hope that the small amount 
of veterinary work and education I did 
goes a long way to improving the lives 
of both the animals and people in that 
area.

CW: And as for the future, you clearly 
enjoy adventure...where would you 
like your veterinary travels to take you 
next?
Jo: I’m travelling back to South Africa 
in May with SPANA* this time, to help 
out with their brand new project they 
are setting up there. I will be mainly 
educating about animal health, par-
ticularly donkey health, and I think the 
project should make a big impact to 
the local community. 

In the coming years I would love 
to explore a bit of Asia as a vet. Most 
vets volunteer in south-east Asia for 
stray dog and cat charities to help with 
population control, and while I’d love to 
do that, my focus has always been on 
volunteering for charities which help 
working animals to ensure my work 
indirectly affects their owners. As a 
consequence, if I had an opportunity to 
help with logging elephants, I wouldn’t 
be able to say no! 

● Tales from A Wild Vet by Jo Hardy 
Publisher: HarperCollins  
ISBN: 978-0-00-814250-6  
RRP: £7.99

MEET THE AUTHOR

* S.P.A.N.A. - Society for the Protection of Animals Abroad
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■ Beautiful cats and kittens are showcased on Cat World’s prestigious gallery pages

      breed gallery       breed galleryTHE

Idlebeck 
BRITISH SHORTHAIR
Specialising in Chocolates and Lilacs. 
Also Blues and Blacks. Carefully 
home-reared quality kittens sometimes 
available to suitable pet or show 
neuter homes.
GCCF APPROVED BREEDER

www.idlebeck.co.uk
(Surrey)

call: 01483 235748

Rosevalley & Ayudamist 
AUSTRALIAN MISTS 
This gentle affectionate feline has to 
be the perfect cat.They come in both 
marbled and spotted coat patterns. 

Val King: www.katsacute.co.uk
call: 01189 811109 

www.katsacute.co.uk 
Sam Atherton-Ryan

www.ayudamistaustralianmists.com
call: 01332 663296

This beautiful breed is loving, affectionate, 
loyal and unlikely to bite or scratch, giving 
them the ideal temperament for all including 
families with young children. Fun to own, 
easy to keep and totally adorable.

Exotic Cats/Gayzette Bengals 
SAVANNAH 
Two stunning F2 Savannah Females 
for reservation.
(Asita our Serval male in the photo is 
the kittens grandfather)

www.gayzettebengals.com
www.exoticcats.co.uk

Aberdeenshire Scotland 
01346532397/07779007286

First Class Courier Service to any part 
of the UK available
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■ Beautiful cats and kittens are showcased on Cat World’s prestigious gallery pages

      breed galleryTHE

Affectionate Bengals
BENGALS
Home reared pedigree Snow & 
Brown, Spotted & Marbled Bengal 
kittens available from top American & 
Canadian bloodlines. Babies available 
for Pet, Show or Breeding from show 
winning parents. 

www.puddywat.co.uk
Call Caterina on: (01522) 720764 

or 07795 084818

Noaisland 
Affectionate 

Atticus

Exotic Cats/Gayzette Bengals 
CHAUSIE
F2 F3 and SBT kittens available 
F2 kittens first to be born in the UK

www.gayzettebengals.com
www.exoticcats.co.uk

Aberdeenshire, Scotland
01346532397/07779007286

First Class Courier Service to all parts
 of the UK

Emerisle 
RAGDOLLS
Reasonably priced Ragdoll kittens 
available with wonderful personalities. 
Vaccinated, vet checked, GCCF reg. 
and insured. Scottish Fold kittens also 
available.Specialising in Ragdolls since 
1988. 11 years running P.R.B.C.C. 
Breeder of the year winner.

www.emerisle-cats.co.uk
call: 01943 461852 or 
07774 650217 (Yorks)
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W herever you live in 
the British Isles you 
are never far from 
a piece of crested 

china.  Nearly every char-
ity shop, local auction, or 
car boot sale boasts a few of these 
instantly recognisable collectibles 
with their quirky shapes and colour-
ful coat-of-arms.   

Cats are amongst the most sought 
after crested shapes yet the com-
monest pieces can be bought for 
just a few pounds. Often incorrectly 
referred to as ‘Goss’, crested wares 
are actually the products of many dif-
ferent potteries in Stoke-on-Trent.  

All crested wares are distinguished 
by the coat-of-arms of the place 
where they were bought embla-
zoned somewhere on the piece. In 
the early 1900’s at the height of the 

craze, crested pieces could 
be bought from every railway 
station, tobacconist and gift 
shop across the British Isles 
from Guernsey to Dundee.  

Why did these products 
become so popular?

At this time crested ware was 
so popular that it is estimated that 
around 90% of homes owned a piece. 
By the turn of the century, working 
people for the fi rst time were able to 
escape the grime and smoke of the 
city and visit resorts like Eastbourne 
and Blackpool by charabanc or train. 
Being both cheap and portable, 
crested ornaments were the perfect 
souvenir for Mum and Dad to take 
home along with a stick of rock for 
the kids and a kiss-me-quick hat for 
Gran.  

 

Why collect them?
Compared to the bawdy humour 

of the British seaside postcard, these 
souvenirs are cheeky rather than 
vulgar, droll rather than lewd, with 
many deliberately grotesque in order 
to catch the eye and raise a smile. 
That said, crested cats are often life-
like models of cats in realistic poses 
(Photo 2) but it is those modelled 
with bizarrely exaggerated bodies 
for comic effect like the Cheshire 
Cat (Photo 3) and the Long Necked 
cat (Photo 4) that sum up these cats’ 
whimsical appeal.  

Crested cats can be interesting for 
what they tell us about the social his-
tory of the period. (Photo 5) shows a 
fi gure of cat dressed as a tennis play-
er, wearing the impractical high col-
lared, long-sleeved full-length dress, 
belted at the waist that was typical 
sporting dress of the upper class 

Crazy for   crested cats
The craze for collecting crested cats was at its height 
more than 100 years ago. Sophia Brookes gives an 
insider’s guide to quirky collectibles purrfect for cat lovers

BY JILL MUNDY

CAT MEMORABILIA

Photo 11

Photo 9

Photo 8
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Crazy for   crested cats

Edwardian lady. Some 
crested pieces depict 
bandaged ‘cat veterans’ of 
WW1, or even fi replaces 
decorated with a black 
cat having the inscriptions: 
“We’ll keep the home fi res 
burning” or “There’s no 
place like home” (Photo 6).    

Other crested cats fi gures are 
inspired by myth and legend.  There 
are some lovely examples in exist-
ence of Dick Whittington’s Cat, Moth-
er Shipton with her cat (Photo 7) and 
Mary Bull the Witch. Both the latter 
characters depicted with a black cat 
to show their supernatural powers.

The crested china craze lasted 
until the 1930’s and made household 

names of factories such 
as W.H. Goss, Arcadian 
China and Carlton. Many 
lovingly assembled col-

lections gathered dust after 
the Great Depression when 
numerous factories ceased 
production. Crested ware 
was not re-evaluated until the 
1970’s when far-seeing col-
lectors spotted their potential.

What to look for
As these cats were mass produced, 

quality varies considerably.  It is not 
uncommon to see smudged lettering, 
torn transfers and clumsy splashes 
of colour. These subtle differences 
in decoration add to the interest and 
desirability for the collector.  

The majority of crested cats are 
white. The pieces are clear glazed 
over a white porcelain body with fea-
tures such as eyes, ears, nose, claws, 
picked out in gilding or enamel. An 
unusual inscription, decoration or col-
our will greatly increase the value of 

Clockwise from far left:

Arching cat with the Christchurch crest. 

Author’s collection.

Long necked cat with the Clacton-on-Sea 

crest. Author’s collection.

Sitting cat with the Brighton crest. Author’s 

collection.

Cat on a postbox with the Hertford crest. 

The Valerie Arthur collection.

Cat on an armchair with the Whitely Bay 

crest. Author’s collection.

Cheshire cat with the Truro crest. Author’s 

collection.

Cat in a boot with the Weston-super-mare 

crest. Author’s collection.

Manx with the Watford crest. The Valerie 

Arthur collection.

lections gathered dust after 
the Great Depression when 
numerous factories ceased 
production. Crested ware 

Photo 3

Photo 12

Photo 2

Photo 4

CAT MEMORABILIA
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undocumented crested cat shapes 
turning up on the market.

 
Condition is everything

In common with all antiques, any 
restoration, chips or cracks will con-
siderably reduce a piece’s value. A 
factory back-stamp or impressed 
factory mark adds to the desirability 
of the object but that is not to say 
that unmarked pieces are necessar-
ily seconds. Many crested cats were 
manufactured abroad and were 
never marked.

Getting started
Among the basic cat shapes to 

start your collection are the Winking 
Cheshire cat, the Long Neck Cat, 
the Manx (Photo 8) and the Cat in a 
Boot (Photo 9). Other fun cats to col-
lect are ‘Tails’ with tails either short 
and stubby (Photo 10) or long tailed 
with arched backs striking a pose 
(Photo 11), Cats on Furniture (Photo 
12), Cats on Cushions and Post 
boxes (Photo 13), Cats on candle 
sticks and ashtrays.  

There are a few magnifi cent 
private collections of crested cats 
in the UK with enthusiasts specialis-
ing in collecting a particular factory, 
crests featuring a particular town, 
or a series like the sought after and 
now rare ‘Black Cat reg Series’ by 
Arcadian or Willow.  

But don’t let this put you off! Due 
to the large volume of wares pro-
duced there are still plenty of crest-
ed cats to be had. The choices are 
endless.  Once you do get started, 
however, one thing is certain: you 
will need to keep your collection 
safe from the inquisitive paws of 
your ‘real’ furry friends.

Collecting facts
The rarest cats will cost £300+ 

from dealers but these are the ex-
ception. If you are an armchair col-
lector rather than a car boot junkie, 
a quick search on the internet will 
show you that even the slightly more 
unusual cats can be bought for 
under £30.  

If you can, avoid the crests with 
the three ‘B’s’: Brighton, Bourne-
mouth and Blackpool. These are the 
most common pieces and were sold 
in their thousands.

Pieces which have been through 
the dishwasher are easy to spot.  

The enamel will look faded and 
both the transfer and enamel may 
be missing entirely.

Beware of dog imitations! Make 
sure your crested cat is a cat. There 
are number of crested boxers or 
bulldogs that resemble crested cats.

For further information read 
Nicholas Pine’s ‘Price Guide to 
Crested China’.

Clockwise from top left: 

Fireplace with the Peterborough crest. 

Author’s collection.

Mother Shipton with the Harrogate crest. 

Author’s collection.

Stubby tailed cat with the Truro crest. 

Author’s collection.

Tennis player with the Tring crest. The 

Valerie Arthur collection

Photo 6

Photo 10

Photo 5

Photo 7

CAT MEMORABILIA
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KIM’S WORLD KIM’S WORLD
KIM ROGERS KEEPS US UP TO DATE WITH HER CAT-CENTRIC LIFE

C yril has been unwell for 
about a week. Poor little boy 
was being sick every day. I 
think he had a fur ball that 

he couldn’t cough up so I gave him 
something from the vet that is sup-
posed to help and that did the trick. 

Each day he was sick, always in 
the house, never outside. Mostly in 
the morning which is lovely to have 
to clear up before you have even 
had the fi rst cup of coffee of the 
day. I have him trained well though. 
I have new carpets upstairs in the 
bedrooms and on the landing and 
down the stairs. They used to be 
wood so it was easy to clear up any 
sickness but I really don’t want them 
sick on the new carpet just yet. It 
would be good to keep it cat sick 
free for as long as possible. Cyril 
managed to run down the stairs so 
he was sick every time on the wood 
fl oor not on any carpeted area. 
Bless him, he is very thoughtful.  

Since then I have been trying to 
fatten him up a bit as he lost a bit of 
weight and he is a grazer. He never 
eats all his food, whatever you put 
down in front of him, so I have found 
it’s better to give him little and often. 
He will eat about 
10 biscuits then 
wander outside for 
an hour, then he 
is back again for 
a few more. I have 
to be careful to get 
rid of the ones he 
doesn’t eat though 
otherwise Tipps ‘the 
dustbin’ will hoover 

them up and he is big enough al-
ready. He has a little saggy tummy 
that sways from side 
to side when he 
walks. It’s not too bad 
considering he is ten 
years old.  

He loves the new 
carpets and runs up 
and down the stairs 
like a little rocket. I can’t hear him 
coming now though, so he makes 
me jump sometimes when he just 
appears at the bottom of the stairs 
squeaking his hello. I also got crea-
tive last month and decided to cover 
a footstool rather than throw it away. 
I am not wonderful at sewing so I 
have a lot of help from my friend Mr 
Staple Gun. He is quick and strong 
and turned my somewhat tatty look-
ing scratched footstool into a thing 
of beauty. Well, perhaps not beauty 
but it’s not bad at all.  

As you will know, anything new in 
the house has to have the seal of ap-
proval by the cats.  Tipps is usually 
fi rst to smell anything new before 
he rubs his face against it to mark it 
as belonging to him. He sits on it all 
the time now; he tries to lay but is 

a bit too big so ends 
up falling off. He’s 
kidding himself he is 
smaller than he really 
is, a cat with a case 
of body dysmorphia.  

So now he has 
taken over the chair 
and the footstool 
- not sure why he 
needs both but if 

you should happen to sit on either, 
he will squeak his 
disapproval and 
proceed in barging 
his way behind you, 
pushing you off.  

The little jack rus-
sell at my work has 
also been poorly of 

late. She had an upset tummy and 
was shivering all day long. I men-
tioned it to my mum who is now in 
the process of knitting her a jumper! 
The offi ce is particularly cold so I 
can understand why she shivers a 
lot. Sometimes I tuck her up in my 
coat or in a blanket to keep her 
warm when she is sleeping. She 
looks very sweet. 

I think our pets are getting softer, 
as are we I suppose. With central 
heating and food on demand we 
are all getting a bit complacent. 
When I was a child there was no 
central heating, we just had an open 
fi re that we all tried our best to get 
close too (cat included). When you 
went to the bathroom or to bed 
you had to battle the elements. My 
dad’s helpful advice was to just put 
another jumper on or move about a 
bit more.

Cyril and Tipps are the same, if 
it’s wet or windy outside they just 
point blank refuse to go out. They 
are wimps. They like soft fl uffy 
throws on the sofa or bed and when 
it’s particularly cold, Tipps comes 
under the covers with me. Not sure 
my dad would have allowed our 
family cat to do that when we were 
kids!

While Tipps is sympathetic that Cyril has been poorly and needs to build up his 
strength, he wouldn’t want any uneaten dinner to go to waste...

ready. He has a little saggy tummy he will squeak his 
disapproval and 
proceed in barging 
his way behind you, 
pushing you off.  

a bit too big so ends 
up falling off. He’s 
kidding himself he is 
smaller than he really 
is, a cat with a case 
of body dysmorphia.  

taken over the chair 
and the footstool 
- not sure why he 
needs both but if 
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What can be more calming than 
the company of your cat? Doing 
dot-to-dot pictures of cats and 
other lovely creatures!

CATS & KITTENS 
in Acrylics
By Julie Nash

■ Publisher: Search Press
RRP: £8.99  
ISBN: 978-1-84448-716-5

Is there a budding artist inside 
you waiting to get started? 
Think you can’t draw? Don’t 
worry - this book will guide 
you through the steps of paint-
ing the perfect feline picture 
with the help of artist Julie 
Nash’s tracings which come 
with the book.

Part of the ‘Ready to Paint’ 
series, Julie guides you 
through a series of paintings 
that help you master the tech-
niques required to show the 
softness of a fluffy kitten or the 
light coming through a window 
onto the cat’s fur.

Julie is a professional artist 
and qualified art teacher who 
specialises in human and 
animal portraits and wild-
life paintings, among other 
things. Her skill as a teacher is 
evident in the simple way she 
describes the various steps of 
the painting process for each 
picture, all with clear, full col-
our diagrams. There is even a 
Facebook page where ‘Ready 
to Paint’ artists can share their 
completed works of art.

By the time you’ve finished 
you should have the confi-
dence and skills required to be 
able to paint a likeness of your 
own wonderful cat or kitten.

Gizmo - the cat with no 
whiskers
By Bill Lowe

■ Available to download from Amazon.

Humour and eccentricity 
abound in this tale of Gizmo 
– the cat with no whiskers. He 
is a Devon Rex with heaps of 
attitude. 

Gizmo goes for walks 
with Perry the truffle hunting 
pig, gets sworn at by a foul-
mouthed mynah bird and is 
cat napped by a Fleet Street 
photographer. We meet Boo, 
the shy silver tabby, who is the 
victim of his bully of a brother, 
as well as the ghost of Wolfie – 
a cat from the past.

Written from Gizmo’s point 
of view, he really is a cheeky 
chappie.

Gizmo romps through this 
hilarious tale, causing mis-
chief and mayhem wherever 
he goes and creating more 
havoc than anyone would have 
thought possible.

Bill Lowe began breeding 
pedigree Persians, Siamese 
and Orientals around 50 years 
ago. He became involved with 
the cat fancy and for many 
years he was the manager at 
numerous leading pet shows. 
His first meeting with a Devon 
Rex, when the breed was intro-
duced in 1960, has stuck in his 
memory and many years later 
he acquired his first Devon Rex 
- Gizmo.

Anti-stress Dot-to-Dot
By Emily Wallis

■ Stockist: WH Smith High Street stores
Price:  £8.99

  

As adult activity books based 
on childhood pastimes con-
tinue to become more popular, 
WH Smith has the next big 
thing: dot-to-dot. 

What can be more calm-
ing than the company of your 
cat? Doing dot-to-dot pictures 
of cats and other lovely crea-
tures!

Relax and focus your mind 
with these beautiful dot-to-dot 
pictures. Anti-Stress Dot-to-Dot 
by Emily Wallis is full of sophis-
ticated dot-to-dot illustrations 
for you to complete yourself. 
Featuring majestic animals, el-
egant buildings and gorgeous 
scenes from nature, this book 
is a window to a few minutes 
of peace and calm. De-stress 
and lose yourself to the task of 
joining the dots and revealing 
the stunning drawings within 
them.

Try before you buy - Have 
a go at one of the fantastic 
pictures now by turning to 
page 74.

The Adventures of Rodney 
Fluffychops and the Litter 
Picking Hedgehog
By F Compton

■ ISBN: 9781784624712
RRP: £6.99  

Author F Compton was in-
spired to write this children’s 
book by his own little black 
kitten with a big personal-
ity - Rodney. A curious kitten. 
Rodney roams his local area 
looking for adventure. He sees 
a pile of leaves moving all by 
itself one day and heads over 
to investigate. Underneath 
the leaves he finds Spike, a 
hedgehog who likes to keep 
his home clean. 

The book includes lots of 
hand drawn illustrations of 
Rodney, the hedgehogs and 
some of the litter they collect 
on their spines. 

Aimed at children aged 
three to five, F Compton’s first 
chiildren’s book is sure to be a 
pleasure to read to a little one 
or for a new reader to attempt 
to follow the story themselves 
or enjoy the hand drawn il-
lustrations.

                                                      THE BOOKS WE’RE ALL READING AND ROLLING OVER THIS MONTH

KITTY COVERS

‘ ‘
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y ou’re probably 
thinking I’ve gone 
mad. Why part with 
hard-earned dosh 

to do something I can do 
daily from the comfort 
of my own sofa, bed or 
toilet? Well, I’ll tell you: 
my sister – who has also 
been snubbed by felines, 
at no cost, more times 
than she’d care to admit 
– treated me to lunch at a 
cat café. Lady Dinah’s Cat 
Emporium in London, no 
less. And it was fantastic.

Before sampling one, I 
couldn’t make up my mind 
how I felt about cat cafés. 
Wasn’t it a bit cruel? Didn’t 
the poor pusses get horri-
bly stressed? And wasn’t it 
perhaps a little unhygienic 
to be serving food amid 
hairballs and litter trays 
(something I do in my own 
house, granted, but that’s 

different)?
After taking a seat at 

Lady Dinah’s, any con-
cerns I had were swiftly 
dismissed. And by ‘dis-
missed’, read: replaced 
by fascination with actual 
real life cats that WALK 
AROUND and SLEEP IN 
BASKETS and OH MY 
GOSH THAT ONE IS 
CLEANING ITS 
BOTTOM!!!

Embarrass-
ing, I know. As 
someone who’s 
lived with cats 
for the best part 
of a decade, 
you’d think I’d 
be slightly less 
enchanted by 
feline bod-
ily functions than 
some. You can understand 
why, for example, some-
one who works long hours 

and lives in a rented fl at on 
a busy road might come to 
a cat café. Or even some-
one who used to have cats 
but hasn’t for a while. But 
someone with three of the 
walking, sleeping, bottom-
cleaning things back at 
home? A bit weird, if I’m 
honest.

Maybe it was because 
I’d paid a fee 
to come in – 
something to 
do with getting 
my money’s 
worth? “I’ve 
spent pennies 
to watch this cat 
have a drink, so 
I’m going to sit 
here and watch 
it slurp and gosh 
darn it I’m not 

leaving until it’s fi nished!” 
Whatever the rationale, I 
studied cats like I’d never 
studied them before. All 
the ordinary things they 
did were suddenly, un-
precedentedly absorbing. 
I’m not ashamed to con-
fess I can hardly remem-
ber what I ate.

There were things to 
get justifi ably excited 
about, of course. An entire 
two-fl oor café devoted to 
the entertainment of cats 
is pretty awesome. I’d nev-
er seen so many cat trees 
in one place. The décor 

gave me some ideas for 
my own house … *cough* 
exercise wheel *cough* 
(don’t tell Phil). And did I 
mention they had a TINY 
TEN-WEEK OLD KITTEN 
(defi nitely don’t tell Phil)?! 

So, there you have it. I 
touched a cat, and I liked 
it (as the keyrings for sale 
in the café shop said). 
The cats I saw looked 
impressively relaxed and 
well-cared-for, and as far 
as Lady Dinah’s goes, I’m 
a convert. There were lots 
of rules to keep the kitties 
safe – no picking up cats, 
no disturbing a sleeping 
cat, no stealing the cats 
(I didn’t see the last one 
written anywhere but I’m 
fairly sure it’s not allowed). 
I’m defi nitely a fan. A+++ 
would visit again.

Charging people to 
spend time with cats, 
though, I think they’re onto 
something there. Might 
just casually put up a sign 
outside my front door…

This month I did something I never thought I’d do. Something that would 
never have occurred to me, in fact. I paid money to be ignored by cats

I’d paid a fee 

something to 
do with getting 
my money’s 
worth? “I’ve 
spent pennies 
to watch this cat 
have a drink, so 
I’m going to sit 
here and watch 
it slurp and gosh 
darn it I’m not 
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TOP TIPS FOR CARING
FOR YOUR LITTLE
BUNDLE OF FLUFF20

1When you collect your kitten, make 
sure you get a copy of the kitten’s pedi-

gree, registration documents, vaccination 
certifi cate and diet sheet. 

2 If you are due to go away on holiday, 
arrange with the breeder to collect the 

kitten after your return. 

3 Make sure that you are satisfi ed with 
the condition of the kitten. If it doesn’t 

look healthy - don’t buy it. 

4Take a proper pet carrier for the col-
lection of your kitten. This should be 

big enough for the kitten to move around 
in, easy to clean and with safe catches. 
Old wicker cat baskets are not suitable 
as they are often unsafe and can harbour 
germs. 

5Think of a suitable name for your new 
kitten and one that is different from any 

other pets you may have. 

6Once at home, keep your kitten con-
fi ned to one room at fi rst until he gets 

used to your household routine. 

7 Always wash your hands before and 
after handling your new kitten. Remem-

ber, infection can travel both ways! Use a 
disinfectant recommended as being safe 
for cats; do not use any that are based on 
phenol. 

8 Make sure that you provide a litter tray 
in a quiet yet easily accessible place, 

with sides not too high and fi lled with a 
good-quality cat litter, preferably one rec-

ommended by the breeder. Don’t use a 
hooded tray, as your kitten may be afraid 
to use it if he hasn’t seen one before. 

9 Stick to the diet recommended by the 
breeder and feed small quantities and 

often. This is because a kitten’s stomach 
is very tiny and giving him too much food 
could cause a stomach upset. 

10 Feed your new kitten separately, 
away from all other pets. Always give 

food at room temperature and at regular 
intervals as recommended by your kit-
ten’s breeder.  

11 Use clean, individual feeding dishes 
for your kitten. Never share dishes. 

Pottery or steel dishes are generally 
more hygienic than plastic ones. A heavy 
ceramic bowl that won’t tip over is best 
for water. A water fountain is also suitable, 
provided that you keep the fountain clean 
and the supply fresh. 

12 Plenty of contact with your kitten, 
accompanied by regular strok-

ing of the kitten’s fur, strengthens 
the pet/owner bond. Keep talking 
to your kitten and he will soon 
recognise your voice. 

13 Set aside some time every 
day for grooming and while 

your kitten is small, use a soft 
brush. A good time to groom your 
kitten is after he has eaten a meal. 
He may not need much grooming 
but this way he will regard it as a 
pleasurable experience. 

page 42-44_CW 459.indd   42 26/04/2016   12:38



 JUNE 2016  ■   CAT WORLD 43

KITTEN CARE
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14 Give your kitten plenty of toys 
and play with him.This will en-

courage the development of strong 
muscles and social confidence as well 
as providing the household with some 
entertainment! 

15 Buy your kitten a scratching post. 
This is a good investment, as it will 

reduce wear and tear on your furnish-
ings. Invest in a part-rope covered one 
(not just carpet) and encourage your 
kitten to use it. Praise him when he 
does. 

16 Kittens spend a great deal of 
time sleeping so provide a warm, 

draught-free bed in a quiet place 
where he can rest undisturbed by 
other family pets or children. At first 
you might find it convenient to use the 
cat carrier in which you have collected 
your kitten. 

17 If your kitten is a pedigree one, 
vaccinations against Feline Enteri-

tis and Cat Flu will have been done by 
the breeder but make sure that these 
vaccinations are complete. In most 
cases a course of two injections at least 
three weeks apart will be necessary. 

If your kitten has not received a 
vaccination against Feline Leukaemia 
and/or Chlamydia, you might consider 
consulting your vet about protection 
against these other diseases. 

18 Think safe! Keep windows closed 
and protect electric cables and 

appliances so that your kitten can-
not chew them. Make sure your kitten 
doesn’t jump onto a cooker hob or 
into the drum of a washing machine or 
tumble dryer. 

Cleaning agents, gardening requi-
sites and human medications should 
be kept safely stored away where 

your kitten cannot reach them. Some  
houseplants, too, can be poisonous. 
Use a fireguard if you have an open 
fireplace. 

19 You should consider taking out 
pet insurance against loss, theft 

or veterinary fees. Some kittens come 
with a ‘Kitten Cover’ policy lasting six 
weeks, giving you a chance to think 
about long-term insurance. 

20 A microchip implanted into your 
kitten’s skin, as a means of provid-

ing permanent identification should 
he ever get lost, is a good idea and 
a necessity should you ever want to 
consider taking your cat abroad, on 
holiday for instance, under the PETs 
passport scheme. However, if you are 
really worried about your kitten stray-
ing, the best solution is not to let your 
kitten go out unattended.  

KITTEN CARE
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i f we opened a story with the line 
“Once upon a time, there was a 
serious, well-behaved young black 
cat”, you might not believe such 

a cat existed. And you would be right, 
especially in the world of Beatrix Pot-
ter’s The Tale of Kitty-in-Boots.

This never-published manuscript 
was found just two years ago by Jo 
Hanks, publisher at Penguin Random 
House Children’s in the United King-
dom. Hanks found an out-of-print 
literary history about Potter from the 
early 1970s, which referred to a letter 
Potter sent to her publisher in 1914 
briefly describing the story of “a well-
behaved prime black Kitty cat, who 
leads rather a double life.”

The author of Peter Rabbit fame has 
had many of her items kept in the ar-
chive at the Victoria & Albert Museum 
in London. Found among them were 
three manuscripts and a rough colour 
sketch of Kitty-in-Boots. The tale was 
never finished because of interrup-
tions like the First World War.

Now PRH has taken on the job of 
publishing this fresh story, which will 
be illustrated by none other than 
Quentin Blake, Roald Dahl’s favourite 
illustrator.

“I liked the story immediately,” Blake 
said. “It’s full of incident and mischief 
and character - and I was fascinated 
to think that I was being asked to draw 
pictures for it. I have a strange feeling 
that it might have been waiting for me.”

According to the publisher, it fea-

tures an older, wiser, chubbier version 
of Peter Rabbit, along with familiar 
characters like Mr. Tod, Mrs. Tiggy-
Winkle, Ribby and Tabitha Twitchit. 
Kitty-in-Boots sneaks out at night from 
a protective owner and goes on adven-
tures such as stalking after Peter Rab-
bit, living its double life. So of course 
it’s not the perfect, well-behaved kitty 
that the opening line mentions.

The Tale of Kitty-in-Boots will appear 
in hardcover on 6 September 2016, 
150 years after Beatrix Potter’s birth 
and just over a century after she wrote 
this sneaky kitty’s story.

It’s full of incident and mischief and character 
- and I was fascinated to think that I was being 
asked to draw pictures for it.
‘ ‘

BOOKS

Quentin Blake draws a
new kitty for the books
A book publisher’s find is bringing a never-before-seen 
Beatrix Potter manuscript to the public, this one 
featuring a mischievous kitty and her adventures

BY BRITA MOORE

About Beatrix Potter
Beatrix Potter is one of the 

world’s best-loved children’s 
authors, with her most famous 
creation The Tale of Peter Rab-
bit having sold in excess of 45 
million copies globally since 
its initial publication by Freder-
ick Warne & Co. in 1902. She 
personally oversaw the launch 
of subsequent products, making 
Peter Rabbit the oldest licensed 
character in history. 

About Quentin Blake
Quentin Blake is one of Brit-

ain’s most successful illustrators. 
He has illustrated nearly three 
hundred books and he was 
Roald Dahl’s favourite illustra-
tor. He has won many awards, 
including the Whitbread Award 
and the Kate Greenaway Medal, 
and taught for over twenty years 
at the Royal College of Art. In 
1999 he became the first ever 
Children’s Laureate and in 2013 
he was knighted for services to 
illustration.
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Will they get on?
Q: I have a five-month-old kitten 
who has been on his own with me 
from the age of six weeks. Next 
month, I hope to be getting a rescue 
kitten from Cats Protection. 

I would like to know how I go 
about introducing the kittens to each 
other. I want the second kitten as 
company for the first but am con-
cerned as to how they will get on 
together. 

A: How wise to think ahead! It’s so 
much easier to prevent problems 
than to treat them and this is never 
more so than when introducing a 
new cat to an existing one. 

Of course, the chances of things 

going wrong aren’t so big in this 
case, because both cats are young. 
But for sure it would be wise to have 
the five-month-old young cat neu-
tered as soon as possible and before 
you bring the new one home, under 
the recommendation of your vet, of 
course. 

You must also ensure that the new 
kitten is healthy and also neutered 
as soon as possible, even if he has 
to wait a few weeks until after he 
comes to your home. 

Use an indoor pen to house your 
new arrival when you first bring him 
home. Allow the older cat to investi-
gate and try not to intervene in the 
event of any hissing or growling. This 
is unlikely but the pen will protect 
the new arrival in the event of attack 
and ensure that your existing cat 
must take his time to view, sniff and 
get used to the new arrival. 

Bring the older cat in frequently to 
meet the new one until you see that 
they are both relaxed. In between 
meetings, take your older cat out of 
the room, close the door and allow 
the new arrival the run of the room. 
Put him back in his pen for the next 
introduction. 

When this has gone well for sev-
eral introductions in a row, start to 
feed the cats in the same room, one 
in the pen and one out, and bring 
them increasingly closer together as 
long as they stay relaxed. Soon both 
should associate the presence of the 
other as one of the signs that go with 

the pleasant feelings accompanying 
the arrival of food! 

Move the pen to different rooms 
of the house where the cats are al-
lowed access so they get used to 
encountering each other all over the 
house. And when you see the first 
nose to nose greeting through the 
bars of the pen or long-term relaxa-
tion when sharing the area, you can 
allow them free access to get up 
close and personal together, under 
close supervision of course. 

Don’t force them at this or any 
stage; let them take their time but do 
be ready to remove the free-ranging 
cat at the first sign of any arousal. 
I’m sure it will take only a matter of a 
day or two before they are both itch-
ing to play and chase one another 
and you can do away with the pen 
and controlled introductions and let 
them organise life for themselves. 

If for any reason things don’t 
go well, which is more of a likely 
scenario with older cats of the 
same sex, particularly males, then 
ask your vet to refer you to a feline 
behaviourist as soon as possible for 
individual help and advice. 

Male or female companion?
Q: I have a lovely six-month-old 
male cat called Zorro; he has a won-
derful nature, is very lively and into 
everything. I tried to introduce an-
other male kitten about three months 
ago and Zorro went mad and kept 
trying to pin the little guy down so 
we had to give him back. 

I am thinking of getting a female 
kitten instead - my male kitten has 
been neutered. Would a female be 
better company for Zorro? 

A: This is a case of trying to intro-
duce a new kitten to a young male 
cat where things went badly wrong. 
Zorro may react better to a female 
kitten and he is young enough to be 
given another opportunity to live 
with a feline friend. But please make 

LET THE CATWORLD TEAM OF EXPERTS HELP WITH YOUR PROBLEMS

 ASK
   EXPERTS

the
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sure that you follow the advice about 
a more controlled and protected in-
troduction plan as above. You should 
also try using a feline pheremone 
diffuser in the meeting zone.

This mimics the pheremones that 
friendly cats use to greet each other 
with when they rub each others’ 
faces and can have a useful calming 
effect on both cats when they first 
meet and facilitate the more rapid 
development of a friendly bond. 

Again, seek professional indi-
vidual help if you are worried or find 
that things don’t go as well as you 
had hoped.

Young cat is a hunter
Q: Our cat brings home an awful 
lot of ‘presents’. She is extremely 
affectionate but the number of dead 
animals she brings home is some-
what excessive, often more than one 
a day. She is not yet a year old. Is this 
behaviour normal? 

A: Yes, this is within a normal range 
– in fact most cats are still designed 
to survive on about ten mice per 
day for their nutrition, and more than  
that to practise hunting and prey 
handling skills in order to stay fit as a 
predator. It is therefore highly likely 
that your cat is killing more mice and 
birds but not always bringing her 
prey home. 

She would clearly be a survivor 
away from human care but such pre-
dation often is the only ‘downside’ of 
owning a cat. 

You may wish to try one of the 
‘Liberator’ collars with her – this 
emits an ultra sonic warning sound 
and a beam of infra red light when 
the cat makes a sudden movement, 
such as a pounce on a prey item, 
and so is said to give the potential 
victim a chance of escape. (Do make 
sure it’s fitted correctly to prevent 
your cat injuring herself if it catches 
on anything).

But aside from this, you may also 

be able to reduce the carnage your 
cat inflicts on the local wildlife by 
keeping her indoors at dawn and 
dusk when rodents are most active 
and birds are waking up or roosting.

Diarrhoea is a problem
Q: Our kitten is now five months old 
and ever since he came to us, he has 
had on and off diarrhoea. We have 
taken him to the vets several times 
and they have done all the tests they 
can. We are awaiting a blood test 
result in the next couple of weeks as 
the vet thinks he could be allergic to 
certain proteins. 

Over the weekend the diarrhoea 
was really bad and became gushy, 
like water. We have been trying di-
ets for him and just biscuits seemed 
to be working until last weekend but 
now he won’t eat them. 

I am feeding him a cat food he re-
ally enjoys but how can I be certain 
it won’t make him worse? 

A: The most important thing with a 
diarrhoea is to ensure the cat does 
not become dehydrated. To this end 
you should discuss with your veteri-
nary surgeon the best way to supply 
water and electrolytes to prevent 
this happening whilst you find the 

cause and suitable treatment for the 
condition. 

If your cat is allergic to a par-
ticular protein in a food then it will 
require a strict adherence to an 
exclusion diet. This approach means 
providing a diet made up of proteins 
that the cat is unlikely to have ever 
been fed before or proteins of a lim-
ited number and known type. 

Once the cat’s condition is then 
stabilised, various challenges can 
be made using other proteins to find 
out which the cat may be allergic to. 
In this way you will be able to sort 
out which is the most effective and 
acceptable diet for your cat. 

As far as the current diet is con-
cerned, without knowing whether 
or not your cat is allergic to it, you 
cannot know whether or not it will 
make him worse but it will be very 
apparent if it does. 

It is important that the cat eats 
and drinks and, given that for many 
cats the majority of the water intake 
comes through food, a wet diet 
would be preferential at this time, 
if he will take to it and it does not 
cause a problem. 

Don’t let this go on for to long 
before consulting your veterinary 
practice for advice.
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I t wasn’t really until I was berat-
ing the husband for keeping 
the fi sh waiting for their tea and 
him having to explain to me 

that fi sh can’t read time, (of which I 
disagreed and still do, as they dance 
like mad things at the top of the tank 
around 5.30pm; they know that the 
dogs, Gordy and Teeko get fed at 
that time and think they should too) 
that I started to realise how much I 
am under the paw, so to speak.

One Sunday afternoon I sat on the 
fl oor in the kitchen surrounded by 
various weapons of dog grooming 
- combs, brushes, a special comb 
that cuts and helps with the matts 
that Izabels coat is infamous for 
on the fl oor to one side and on the 
other side of me, the cat comb. Iz is 
upside down between my legs and 
I am stretched out over her tummy, 
my back is straining using muscles 
that don’t get used every day, I am 
hanging on to a front paw and have 
the scissors in my other hand ready 
and poised to trim the fl uffy fur 
between her paw pads and around 
the paws themselves in an attempt 
to stop her bringing so much mud 
into the house. Gordy is trying to 
climb on Iz’s tummy 
and keeps fl icking his 
head, showering us all 
with dribble as he can’t 
believe his luck. He 
loves snuggling on Iz’s 
soft tummy fur and he 
loves being groomed.

“Wait your turn 
Gordy” I lament, trying 
to remove him from Iz 

whilst still pinning her down with 
my knees, her tail tucked under my 
leg. She hates being groomed and 
it’s a big job when 38kg of Golden 
Retriever with glorious fl uffy coat 
prefers the matted, stinking, mud-
coated look. Gordy is purring, deep 
down inside his body. He is almost 
shaking with delight and, using one 
hand to hold a paw in the air, I drop 
the scissors out of the way of eve-
ryone, at the same time contorting 
my body to scoop a wriggly cat up 
with the wrong hand and get him out 
of the way. As soon as he is back on 
his paws, he is rushing towards me, 
bashing his little head against my 
arm. His eyes are closing with sheer 
pleasure at the thought of being 
‘plucked’.

Licked and stroked
Gordy is rubbish at groom-

ing. This is usually something that 
cats appear to take pride in. Coats 
need to be licked and stroked and 
made to shine. Gordy being Gordy 
wears a bib to cover his fl uffy chest 
and protect it from turning nicotine 
brown, not to mention fur loss due 

to the acidic nature of 
dribble, so he doesn’t 
groom that bit. Nor 
does he sit like Teeko, 
balanced on the end 
of his spine, back legs 
stretched out in front 
and his body rest-
ing on his left paw. I 
don’t know if this is 
signifi cant with cats 
but Teeko always 

uses his left leg to balance his body 
during ablutions, whilst his right paw 
parts his long silky fur and his head 
bobs up and down with the rhythmic 
motion of a mechanical cog.  

Gordy will often sit and watch 
Teeko, his eyes wide and learning 
and he has, since Teeko moved in, 
been seen licking his right paw: I 
can only guess this is because he 
is opposite Teeko and mirroring his 
actions. Other than the licking of the 
paw, nothing else really happens but 
that paw is soaked by the time he 
has fi nished. From what I have seen 
with the cats that have lived with us 
over the years and with Teeko, the 
paw gets a good lick and then is 
brushed around the ear, lick, brush, 
lick brush.....  

Gordy has tufts! Tufts that grow 
like weeds just at the base of his 
ears, at the back, and I like to pluck 
them; something he rather enjoys 
too, because he just doesn’t do lick, 
brush, lick brush....  In the evening, 
watching the television, Gordy will 
attempt to settle on Iz’s tummy for a 
snooze and I grab him for a cuddle 
and a pluck. Held on my lap, normal-
ly under protest at fi rst, the plucking 
will commence, at which point he 
starts to purr and settles into my lap, 
his eyes half closing in rapture whilst 
Teeko, from the top of the fi sh tank, 
looks on most disapprovingly!  

Once, and only once, Gordy was 
caught on the sofa, propped up 
between the seat cushions in the 
groove, his back against the back 
of the sofa, legs outstretched, just 
like how he likes to sit in his radia-

GORDY 
     &me

GORDY    ME &
ELAINE MEAD SHARES HER EXPERINCES OF LIVING WITH A CHALLENGING SPECIAL NEEDS CAT

 CONFESSIONS
          CAT LOVER

When it comes to life in her multi-pet household, 
Laney is beginning to feel decidedly under the paw

into the house. Gordy is trying to 
dribble, so he doesn’t 
groom that bit. Nor 
does he sit like Teeko, 
balanced on the end 
of his spine, back legs 
stretched out in front 
and his body rest-
ing on his left paw. I 
don’t know if this is 
signifi cant with cats 
but Teeko always 
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tor bed but with a bit more stability, 
or so one would think. He was really 
getting into the licking of the tummy 
but he hadn’t thought much about 
balance and not using his front legs 
to support himself, he very quickly 
toppled over and crashed with no 
decorum at all onto the seat cushion. 

So, that Sunday, there I was; I had 
Izabel’s paw more or less in my ear, 
her ears were flayed out behind her 
head and her eyes were closed as 
she pretended to nod off with the 
gentle brushing I was giving her 
tummy. Only pretending because the 
second I remove any grip from my 
knees on her sides, she will be up 
and off, belying her nine and a half 
years as she dashes to the other side 
of the kitchen whilst I try and get my 
aching bones off the floor to grab 
her again. It’s a real work out for me 
but the end result, eventually, is a 
very fluffy and gorgeous dog!  

Once Iz is done its the mad chase 
around the room to grab Defi, who 
doesn’t need much grooming but 
considers the whole brushing at-
tempt a big game. 

Gordy can still be heard purring, 
his whole body rumbling with the 
thought that he is next and if the coal 
fire is lit, he is almost beside him-
self. I settle myself back on the floor 
in front of the fire and Gordy plods 
over with his eyes almost popping 
out of his head. I remove his bib and 
like Iz, he likes to lie on his back, 
his head towards me and his back 
legs stretched out in front of him, 
his toes curling in complete ecstasy, 
dribble running in torrents down 

his now bib-less chest as I gently 
comb his chest. His chin gets higher 
and higher as he wants the comb to 
stroke his throat then it’s the tummy, 
legs and the top of his head, pluck-
ing the hair that I comb as I go and 
getting a rather large pile of fluff that 
could be used by an artist who felts. 

Silky blond hair
It would be remiss of me to not 

mention Teeko and grooming and 
the not-so-joys of having a long 
haired cat. When Teeko first came 
to live with us we had silky fine long 
blonde hair on every surface. Over 
the last year the hair has diminished 
some what. I actually think that 
we have just got used to it and no 
longer see it. Teeko is really good at 
grooming when he is awake, which 
is about 40 - 60 minutes in each 24 
hour period and although when he 
does start to clean up it’s a military 
operation, paw, lick, brush, lick, 
brush, lift back leg over head and 
look like honed athletic whilst blue 
eyes glare at Gordy asking for some 
privacy in this personal business, 
he is not always as thorough as he 
could be but I blame his coat which 
is layers of fine hair and he has lots 
of it!  

Teeko is a two man (woman) job 
as he is, unlike Gordy, quite proud 
and self sufficient, so my approach 
with brushes and combs and towel 
is often met with very dubious looks. 
The first thing we have to do is get 
Teeko onto the table as he doesn’t 
like being on the floor, hence the 
towel. It’s to stop him slipping on 

the surface and to collect some of 
the hair. My daughter usually holds 
Teeko, who is by now yelling his 
indifference to being man handled 
and letting everyone know he is not 
very happy about this. He is quite 
fine with the brush going over his 
head and down his back but the 
tummy is a different matter and the 
tummy is where the hair is glued 
together in clumps. 

I have this great tool; it’s a dog 
brush designed to do coats like 
Iz has and it glides and cuts at the 
same time. Used properly, the small 
tangles come away easily and the 
fur is soon gleaming and beautiful. 
It’s the clumps, the matted matts...
how does hair get this knotted? 

At this point Teeko is usually 
growling, his eyes are wide and my 
daughter is struggling to hang on to 
him whilst he keeps two back paws 
on the table so he feels safe – he 
doesn’t like being held like a baby 
like our Gordy. In fact Gordy has 
lulled us all into a false sense that 
cats are docile creatures and just let 
you do what needs to be done. We 
forget, to our peril, that cats are not 
docile. They are loud and demand-
ing and they can wriggle out of the 
tightest hold and use those claws 
that need clipping. 

Hard to believe that when the 
grooming is over, only a few hours 
pass before all four of them are wait-
ing for a biscuit or Dreamies treat 
because, let’s face it, they deserve it. 
All that lying down and being pam-
pered - I am sure that this is the only 
reason they keep me around! 
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C ats have often been 
given inappropriate 
names. Sometimes 
it’s an obvious joke 

that a black cat is called 
Snowfl ake or a white one 
Shadow. But Mrs Neil’s 
companion Lucky was the 
victim of more than irony. 

It was not often that we 
came across cruelty in the 
veterinary practice, par-
ticularly where cats were 
concerned.  

It was generally neglect 
that cats suffered, being 
abandoned when injured 
in road accidents, not be-
ing treated for parasites 
and other minor ailments. 
On a couple of occasions 
we became the recipients 
of dumped kittens. 

However, this time even 
the kittens’ plight paled in 
comparison. 

Mrs Neil brought Lucky 
in one afternoon with a 
severely injured eye. He 
had gone out as healthy 
as normal and returned 
an hour later injured. He 
was x-rayed immediately. 
Our fi rst thoughts were 
a car accident - blows to 
the head can sometimes 
cause eye injuries - or 
maybe he’d been caught 
by a branch. 

We were not prepared 
for what we saw next. A 
vet, a couple of nurses and 
the radiographer looked 
at the x-ray in a hollow 

silence. 
“It’s a pellet,” the vet 

eventually said, bitterly. 
We were sad and angry 

that this should have 
happened. There were 
enough diseases and acci-
dents in the world without 
shootings. 

Lucky had the fur 
trimmed away from 
around his eye and 
the green sterile sheet 
was placed over him. I 
checked the anaesthetic 
machine. He was breath-
ing peacefully, poor little 
soul.  

When the operation was 
over I cleared away the 
surgical instruments and 
began to clean Lucky’s 
wound. I removed the tube 
that linked him to the an-
aesthetic machine and put 
him on the recovery table. 
I asked the vet if I should 
put the cat in the intensive 
care ward. 

“Yes, and can you stay 
with him for as long as 
possible? I need to know 
if he can cope with only 
having one eye.” 

I was shocked. I hadn’t 
realised that his eye had to 

be removed as it had been 
completely destroyed by 
the pellet. 

Lucky recovered nor-
mally and decided to have 
a couple of naps. At this 
stage he didn’t seem to 
notice that he was short 
of an eye. In the morning 
things appeared different. 
He stood up in his kennel 
and looked around. I told 
him what had happened. 
(I know, I know – but it 
doesn’t do any harm does 
it?) 

I gave him some break-
fast and noticed that his 
whiskers were very for-
ward. He ate it all and had 
a wash. Then he walked 
around his kennel. Again 
his whiskers pointed out in 
front of him. His feelers. 

A little later the vet sug-
gested that I let him out of 
his kennel to see how he 
coped walking in a less 
confi ned space. Lucky 
started slowly, investigat-
ing the way cats do, but 
soon he was just as nosy 
as every other cat. So 
Lucky recovered well and 
went home. He came back 
for the necessary aftercare 
and Mrs Neil was happy 
with his progress. But she 
was very angry that he 
had been shot, as we all 
were. 

Lucky became a local 
celebrity. Mrs Neil took the 
story to the newspapers 

and he even appeared on 
television. 

However, this story 
doesn’t have a happy end-
ing. Five more cats were 
brought in suffering from 
airgun injuries over the 
next few months. Most of 
them were not too serious 
– in as much as the pellets 
were imbedded in fl eshy 
areas. 

A ginger cat called Tom 
actually had three pellet 
wounds and one case was 
very serious. A pellet was 
found in the chest and 
the vets were unable to 
remove it. The cat sur-
vived but we were all very 
worried. 

The police and the RSP-
CA looked for the culprits 
and mounted a public 
campaign. One fi fteen-
year-old boy was arrested 
but two more shootings 
occurred while he was un-
able to commit them. 

Thankfully those days 
seem to be over now. 
Maybe the boys con-
cerned have grown up 
and realised the harm 
that they were doing. Who 
knows. 

Lucky is enjoying his life 
in a full way, despite hav-
ing lost an eye. He enjoys 
his celebrity status. People 
recognise him when he’s 
sunbathing in his garden 
and he always gets a 
stroke of recognition. 

Janet Pennington tells how the survivor of an airgun attack achieved celebrity status

A NURSE’S NOTES
JANET PENNINGTON REPORTS FROM THE FRONTLINE OF A BUSY VETERINARY PRACTICE
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i grew up in a dog loving 
family. My granddad 
even trained dogs. 
Growing up, I lived with 

two dogs. The fi rst was a 
spaniel called Rosie. My 
parents told stories of her 
loyalty and calm nature. If 
she got lost on a walk, you 
could guarantee she would 
fi nd her way home and be 
waiting on the porch on 
your return. Then Dougal came along, 
a cairn terrier who was completely 
untrainable. He was a master criminal 
and escape artist. Various neighbours 
would regularly turn up at our house 
with a guilty-looking Dougal on a 
makeshift lead and say “Is he yours? 
He’s been terrorising our guinea pigs/
he’s eaten our cake/he’s dug up our 
fl owers…” (usually followed by “…
again.”) We adored him, despite his 
various excesses and misdemeanours. 
A family, to me, meant a happy collec-
tion of individuals in a house including 
a dog - or alternatively a bored collec-
tion of individuals in a house, waiting 
for a dog to come along.

Cats were persona non grata. Own-
ing a cat involved dirty litter trays, 
smelly cat food, wailing, pawprints 
(and worse!) all over kitchen tops, fl eas 
and heartache. Dogs are loyal, cats are 
selfi sh. Dogs can be trained, cats can’t 
even be contained. I held these beliefs 
close and considered them unshake-
able truths, until I accidentally married 

someone who did not like 
dogs. I once saw him run 
in fright from an obese 
Cavalier King Charles 
Spaniel, which was slowly 
and with great effort at-
tempting to chase a tennis 
ball that had unfortunately 
rolled in my husband’s 
direction. It was clear to 
me in that moment that 
my husband and I were 

never going to be a dog family.
The compromise? A cat. So this 

is the story of me unlearning all my 
prejudices about cats and becoming 
a cat person. I’m not quite there yet – I 
have been known to coo at the dachs-
hunds on Gogglebox – but I’m on my 
way. This is in no small part down to 
Hester.

One day I rang our local RSPCA 
to see whether they had any kittens 
for adoption. “Yes, we’ve had some 
tortoiseshell kittens come in this morn-
ing. And a tabby. I would think they will 
be reserved by tomorrow though.” 
My husband and I jumped in my car 
to head over to the rescue centre. The 
kittens were in the very last pen. One 
tortie was curled up in a corner with 
the tabby and another was venturing 
down a plank to explore the outside 
area. We asked to see the little ex-
plorer and I was passed this tiny little 
kitten and told she was called Daisy. 
She fl opped out on my arm, obviously 
exhausted from whatever ordeal she 

Hester is training me to
be a real cat person
Growing up with dogs, I never imagined I would own a cat 
but falling in love has changed that and I am slowly
becoming a cat person, with the help of Hester

BY KATHRYN SPICKSLEY

ADOPTION UPDATE

Surefl ap, the pet-lifestyle prod-
uct specialist, has revealed that 
cat owners are wasting up to 
a third (33%) of wet pet food, 
costing them an average of £120 
a year.

Felines like to graze through-
out the day but wet food does 
not stay fresh for long. 

A study by the company 
highlighted the need for a feed-
ing solution that prevents wet 
food from drying out and keeps 
it fresher for longer. The new 
SureFeed Sealed Pet Bowl does 
just that.

The bowl is motion-activated, 
meaning it opens when a pet 
approaches and closes once 
they have left, keeping pet food 
smells locked away. It also keeps 
fl ies at bay, especially as warm-
er weather approaches.
● The SureFeed Sealed Pet Bowl 
retails at £49.99 and is available 
to buy at www.surefl ap.com, 
Amazon and most pet retailers.

Keeping wet 
food fresher

Hester is training me to
be a real cat person
Growing up with dogs, I never imagined I would own a cat 
but falling in love has changed that and I am slowly
becoming a cat person, with the help of Hester

Keeping wet 

Growing up with dogs, I never imagined I would own a cat 

ing a cat involved dirty litter trays, 
smelly cat food, wailing, pawprints 
(and worse!) all over kitchen tops, fl eas 
and heartache. Dogs are loyal, cats are 
selfi sh. Dogs can be trained, cats can’t 
even be contained. I held these beliefs 
close and considered them unshake-
able truths, until I accidentally married 
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had gone through the day previous. 
She didn’t look like a Daisy to us, so 
when she came home with us a week 
later, she became Hester. 

Hester is a calico cat, tortoiseshell 
and white. When she is lying on her 
side, she looks like a white cat wear-
ing a superhero mask. Her tail is like a 
stripy ice-lolly and her back endear-
ingly asymmetrical – almost right but 
not quite. Her ears were huge when 
she was a kitten. I thought out loud to a 
vet’s receptionist once that she might 
have some pedigree heritage but was 
told sharply that ‘There isn’t anything 
posh about that moggie.’ Maybe not, 
but calico cats are considered lucky 
in many cultures. In Japan, fi shermen 
kept them on boats to ward off ghosts 
and calico cat fi gurines called Maneki-
Neko or ‘beckoning cats’ are kept in 
homes and restaurants to bring good 
luck. 

In America, calico cats are some-
times referred to as money cats, 
although Hester seems to have eaten 
up more money on toys and treats than 
she has brought to my door. I feel very 
lucky to have adopted little Hester and 
she has defi nitely transformed me into 
a cat person, in a very short space of 
time.

So what is it about Hester that has 
released me from years of being a dog 
person? Hester can’t take all the credit. 
Dougal paved the way by being a dog 
who acted almost entirely like a cat. 
But Hester’s loving nature, fastidious-
ness and communication skills have 
defi nitely contributed to my develop-
ing love of all things feline. And I love 
her independence and personality. 
After years of hiding food from dogs 
who will indiscriminately eat anything, 
Hester (despite not being posh) will 
turn her nose up if she knows some-
thing better is available (indeed, while 
I write this she is in a grump because 
I had tuna for lunch, and less than she 
desired made it her way). 

She has a wicker bed, a sleeping 
bag, an igloo bed and a radiator bed 
but seems to prefer the sofa or our 
bed – under the blankets, of course. 
Checking for a small, breathing lump 
before sitting down has become rou-
tine in our house. Hester loves to play 
and will demand her jangly star stick 
or a game of catch on the stairs in the 
most direct manner, almost to remind 
me who is in charge. Get anything 
wrong in Hester’s house and a sharp 
meow will be directed your way. On 
the other hand, during the many times 

I manage to get things right, I am 
rewarded by various trills, purrs and 
chirrups that are all new to me – it was 
quite dim of me as a dog person to 
think that the only noise cats made was 
a meow!

Hester has shown me that in a cat, 
you have an intellectual equal and 
not just a fl uffball to cuddle. This was 
evident in her careful observation of 
an Anthony Hopkins documentary and 
her subsequent swift dismissal of ‘Take 
Me Out’. As a reforming dog person, 
I have a lot more to learn in my jour-
ney towards becoming a cat person, 
and not only about what television to 
watch…and I’m looking forward to 
learning more from my little calico 
teacher! 

 

ADOPTION UPDATE
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V isitors to Longleat Safari Park 
this year are in for an extra 
special treat. As part of the 
50th Anniversary celebra-

tions, renowned TV wildlife presenter, 
photographer and cameraman Simon 
King has been getting the low down on 
some of the Park’s current residents.

‘On The Wild Side’ is a very spe-
cial photographic exhibition. Simon 
has been busy all winter, immersing 
himself in the world of the Safari Park 
animals and secreting himself in their 
enclosures in order to capture breath-
taking images of them from a whole 
new perspective.

Simon used a specially-constructed 
metal cage to capture a series of 
stunning big cat images at Longleat. 
The purpose-built hydraulic cage was 
mounted to the side of a Land Rover, 
enabling him to get within centimetres 
of a range of the famous safari park’s 
residents – including lions, tigers, rhi-
nos, monkeys and giraffe.

Simon, who lives close to Longleat, 
said: “I’ve known and visited Longleat 
since I was a kid in the late ‘60s. Hav-
ing the opportunity to help celebrate 
their 50th anniversary is a real privi-
lege and doing so through im ages of 
the animals that captivated me then 
and still do to this day, makes it all the 
more special.” 

 The results of his efforts form part of 
a new outdoor photographic exhibition 
to mark the anniversary of the park 
fi rst opening to visitors back in 1966.

“Without the cage I wouldn’t have 
been able to get the intimacy and 
perspective I wanted to achieve when 
photographing the great preda-
tors,” said Simon. “I wanted to be in a 
position to literally get lion noses up 
against the lens – and the cage helped 
me succeed in this!”

 Having removed the door of the 
Land Rover and fi tted the cage to its 
side, Simon was able to use the hy-
draulic lift to lower himself to ground 
level and use a small opening at the 
bottom to get the shots he wanted.

 “I hope the images will offer a new 
and exciting perspective into the lives 
of the animal inhabitants of Longleat. 
Visitors to the Safari Park and the other 
animal collections get a truly wonder-
ful and intimate experience amongst 
creatures that are very well looked 
after and who lead lives close to that 
which they might lead in the wild. 

“I wanted the images to take the 
viewer even deeper into their world 
– to help them become a part of the 
pride!” he added.

The exhibition also features the win-
ning images from Longleat’s Photogra-
pher of the Year Competition as well as 
a series of historic images of the Safari 
Park, revealing what life was like on the 
park 50 years ago and how things have 
changed.

‘On the Wild Side - A photographic 
celebration of Longleat’s famous ani-
mals’ is on display in the Main Square 
at Longleat.

Celebrating 50 years 
on the wild side
A series of special events will take place at Longleat 
Safari Park this year to mark the 50th Anniversary 
of this world famous attraction

BY JILL MUNDY

BIG CATS

Historic Longleat
In 1966, the park, set in the 

grounds of the Wiltshire stately 
home, became the fi rst of its kind to 
open outside of Africa.

So began a revolution in zoologi-
cal collections that has since spread 
around the globe. For the fi rst time 
animals were able to move freely 
across hundreds of acres of land and 
to interact naturally with each other. 

For those of us who have grown 
up with Longleat Safari Park, it is 
diffi cult to imagine the furore that 
occurred when Longleat’s plans for 
an initial 100-acre lion reserve were 
made public. There were warn-
ings of big cats running wild in the 
Wiltshire countryside, clergymen 
were up in arms and there were 
even questions asked in the Houses 
of Parliament.

The Times observed: ‘No amount 
of soothing assurance can persuade 
sensible people that a quite gratui-
tous and unnecessary risk to life is 
not contemplated.’

In spite of the fears however, the 
ground-breaking concept of the 
drive-through safari park, aided 
perhaps by the storm of publicity, 
proved hugely popular. Fifty years 
on, Longleat remains one of the 
country’s leading wildlife attractions 
and continues to be at the forefront of 
zoological innovation.
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The condition is simply a 
quirk of nature and does 
not cause them any harm.
‘

T he pint-sized pair 
were both born with 
polydactyly – a rare 

genetic trait that gives them 
extra digits on each paw. 
While their oversized paws 
may look unusual, the con-
dition is simply a quirk of 
nature and does not cause 
them any harm.

The paw-some duo were 
handed in to Cats Protec-
tion’s St Helen’s Adop-
tion Centre in Merseyside 
after being found at just 
two weeks old, living under 
a bush in a garden with their 
stray mother and five litter-
mates. Their condition is not 
shared by their mother Zoot 
who has the correct number 
of 18 toes - five on each front 
paw and four on the back. 

Cats Protection’s North 
West Adoption Centre Man-
ager, Sonia Scowcroft, said: 
“Fingers and Thumbs are 
everything a kitten should 
be – fun-loving, adventurous 
and inquisitive – they just 
have that little bit extra in the 
form of their huge paws!

“We don’t see polydac-
tyl cats very often, it’s a really 
unusual quirk of nature. Hav-
ing extra toes is neither an 
advantage or disadvantage 
for cats and, so long as they 
don’t get their extra claws 
caught on things, it shouldn’t 
present any problems.”

Although Fingers and 
Thumbs have thrived since 
they were handed into the 
centre, their tough start in 
life meant three of their lit-
termates - two of which were 
also polydactyl - were not 
so lucky. Sonia added: “The 
kittens were among a litter of 
seven which were found be-
ing cared for by their stray 
mum Zoot under a bush in 
a garden. Despite it being a 
rather large litter, Zoot had 
done a tremendous job in 
caring for them.

“Sadly, within a couple of 
weeks of arriving, three of 
the kittens became very ill 
with feline parvo virus. It’s a 
widespread virus which kit-
tens are particularly suscep-
tible to, given their immature 
immune systems. While it’s 
a common virus, it’s easily 
prevented by vaccination but 
as a stray cat, Zoot had not 
been vaccinated and there-
fore she couldn’t pass on 
her protection to her kittens 

through her milk. Had she 
been vaccinated, these three 
kittens may not have died.”

Fingers, Thumbs and their 
remaining two littermates 
will all soon be available for 
rehoming – fully vaccinated 
and they will also be neu-
tered.

Sonia added: “Poor Zoot 
was an unneutered, unvacci-
nated stray doing her best as 
a new mum to a large num-
ber of kittens. Fortunately all 
eight came to us, otherwise 
all the kittens, if they had 
survived, would have had a 
bleak future trying to survive 
as strays. Neutering is vital to 
reducing the number of un-
wanted kittens and the stray 
population, while vaccinat-
ing is a simple and effective 
way to protect your cat from 
serious illnesses.”

The Cats Protection centre 
will be caring for Fingers, 
Thumbs and their remain-
ing two littermates until they 
are ready for rehoming – 
fully vaccinated and they will 
also be neutered.

● Cats Protection is the UK’s 
largest cat charity, helping 
205,000 cats every year 
through a network of 250 
volunteer-run branches and 
32 centres.

ADOPTION

Paw-some pair are a 
real knockout duo
These tiny kittens have a total of 12 extra toes between 
them, giving Fingers and Thumbs perfect knockout appeal

BY JILL MUNDY

‘
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t he Internet loves cats. But the current cat culture 
(CCC) existed long before the ’net, as evidenced 
by these photos from the 1870s. Harry Pointer had 
been photographing his pet cats in your average pet 

poses—sitting, resting, licking. Apparently he got bored 
with that and switched to putting them in funny, more 
human-like poses, such as roller skating or sitting on a 
tricycle. Ultimately, he realised the great phenomenon of 
putting a funny caption on a normal cat photo and creating 
comedy gold.

Not all of Pointer’s pieces were humorous, of course—
many of them were just sweet photos to be used as cards, 
wishing people a happy new year or a nice day. Harry 
had realised that his photographs could “go viral,” so to 
speak, when used as cards, and that he could have more 
commercial success with generic greetings. The captions 
read: “The Compliments of the Season”; “A happy new 
year”; “Very many happy returns of the day”; and “A 
Happy New Year”. These all were carte de visite prints, 
which were small portraits just a few inches by a few 
inches.

Harry lived in Brighton, Sussex, so the series as a 
whole was known as “The Brighton Cats” because the 
term “LOL” hadn’t been invented yet. The photo on the 
top is Pointer himself. It is thought that he produced over 
200 prints in the series; He later ventured into photos 
with dogs and other pets as well, at one point having 
a photo consisting of 19 cats, 6 dogs, 3 foxes, and one 
monkey—“and a piece of roast beef,” according to his 
registration at the copyright offi ce. His work was largely 
commended, and he received much recognition, though 
not any awards or medals.

While Pointer was certainly the most well-known and 
earliest example of LOLcat-style photographs, he was 
by no means the only one. Harry Whittier Frees and Wal-
ter Potter both followed his style and today, of course, 
you just need to open a browser to brighten your day 
with a funny cat pic.

In a barbershop 
with monkeys
A barbershop where monkeys 
groom cats? What?

For Abraham Teniers, paintings 
like this were part of his artistic 
signature. This one, ‘Kapperszaak 
met apen en katten’ (Barbershop 
with monkeys and cats), was part 
of the ‘singerie’ genre which he 
helped spread.

Born in Antwerp in 1629, 
Teniers became part of a fam-
ily dynasty. His father was David 
Teniers the Elder and his broth-
ers, David the Younger, Juliaan III, 
and Theodoor, were also painters. 
David the Younger was the prin-
cipal practitioner of the singerie 
genre and probably taught it to 
his younger brother Abraham.

‘Singerie’ means ‘comical 
grimace, behaviour or trick’ in 
French. The genre was initiated 
in Flanders in the 16th century, 
featuring monkeys dressed in 
human clothes, and spread in 
Antwerp particularly. We love that 
at least in this painting, Teniers 
chose to make cats part of his 
monkey scene.

How Harry created
the fi rst LOL cats
If you think photos of cats with funny captions is an
Internet trend, you’re about 150 years behind the times. 
Meet Harry Pointer, who was doing this in the late 1800s

BY BRITA MOORE

CATS IN ART

In a barbershop 

FELINE FRAMES
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S ome of the cats have 
visited me several 
times now and are 
not phased by their 

new temporary surround-
ings. Just when I think 
things are settled though, 
the cats can remind me 
who is really in charge.

 Margot
Invigorated by her early 

morning bike ride, her 
basket strapped fi rmly to 
her owner’s back, Margot 
hopped out of her carrier 
and immediately came 
and said hello. I noticed 
her tail had lost none of its 
trademark quiver as she 
headed off in the direction 
of the bedroom. Not put 
off by the closed door, she 
pushed it open with one 
paw and disappeared to 
her favourite spot under 
the bed.

A self assured cat with 
a permanently upright 
tail, Margot likes to spend 
the day in a semi-alert 
snooze. Occasionally she 
will wander into the front 
room and remind me that 
it’s feeding time by look-
ing ernest and licking her 
lips. If this fails to make 
dinner appear she will fol-
low me, emitting a series 
of tiny meows. If, however 
she wants a chin rub she 
will approach me with a 
throaty purr and extend a 
soft and furry paw.

Margot spends her fi rst 
night with me sleeping at 
the foot of my bed and I 
wake up to fi nd her star-
ing at me with questioning 
eyes. I am just falling back 
to sleep when she trots up 
my body. Margot peers 
at me over the top of the 
quilt, double checking I 
suppose, that it’s still me.

I wake at daybreak and 
Margot is sitting on the 
window ledge watching 
the sun come up. She is 
completely oblivious to 
me as another impos-
sible breakfast fl ies past. 
Her chirruping purrs 
blend perfectly with the 
morning birdsong.

Rosa and Silver 
The two Burmese sisters 

Rosa and Silver arrive, as 
they do this time every 
year, looking a little bit 
older and wiser.

As kittens they were 
inseparable, spilling out of 
their baskets and heading 
off together to explore. To-
day however Silver imme-
diately disappears under 
a chair with Rosa aiming 
a haughty hiss after her. 
Gazing out, partially hid-
den by a fl oor cushion, I 
notice that Silver’s face has 
become more chiselled 
over time, the detail of 
her eyes, nose and mouth 
softly outlined  with black. 
They both have clear 
green eyes but Rosa’s face 
has grown plumper. Her 
brow, lashes and nose are 
covered in powdery white 
and pink smudges that 
spread across her body. 
Their diamanté collars 
sparkle against their soft 
grey fur.

As soon as Silver can, 
she escapes into the 
bedroom leaving an irate 
Rosa to claim the front 
room as her own. The 
situation hasn’t improved 
when a few hours later a 

potential customer ar-
rives for a visit. Silver is 
trapped in the bedroom, 
her every move blocked 
by Rosa. She hovers hope-
fully in the hallway but 
Rosa produces a low growl 
that prevents Silver from 
crossing the threshold. Oh 
dear, I thought, not a great 
advertisement for my cat 
boarding business, one cat 
held hostage by another. 
But I needn’t have worried; 
as soon as my guest sat 
down, Rosa hopped into 
her lap and nestled under 
her jacket. 

Silver resigned her-
self to the bedroom and 
when we went to visit her 
she purred, preened and 
stretched with delight, roll-
ing back and forth while 
we tickled her tummy. 
Rosa sat sheepishly in the 
bedroom doorway rub-
bing the underneath of her 
chin thoughtfully on the 
edge of the door.

Later that evening my 
friend Steph popped over. 
As we drank wine over 
the kitchen counter, Rosa 
hopped onto her mini 
skirted lap and purred 
contentedly. When Silver 
wandered absentmind-

BY JILL MUNDY

suppose, that it’s still me.

Margot is sitting on the 
window ledge watching 
the sun come up. She is 
completely oblivious to 
me as another impos-
sible breakfast fl ies past. 
Her chirruping purrs 
blend perfectly with the 
morning birdsong.

 BOARDING
HOUSE DIARY

THE   

Entertaining regular visitors is always a pleasure but life can still be 
full of surprises as some of these cats were keen to demonstrate

58-59_CW 459.indd   58 26/04/2016   21:37



 JUNE 2016  ■   CAT WORLD 59

edly into the kitchen, 
Rosa’s purr changed to 
a low growl. Steph’s eyes 
widened as Rosa’s claws 
popped out, making 
instant ladders in Steph’s 
tights. As I detached her, 
Rosa wiggled out of my 
arms, chasing Silver back 
into the bedroom.

Rosa’s mood softened 
over time and she pre-
tended not to notice as 
a  chastened Silver slunk 
back into the front room. 
Although fractious, their 
relationship was soon 
back on equal terms. They 
often slept together in an 
armchair, coming into 
the bedroom in the early 
morning only to enquire 
about breakfast. 

One morning Rosa 
awoke earlier than Silver 
and crawled under the 
covers with me, warming 
herself against my skin. 
Five minutes later Silver 
appeared looking with 

mounting suspicion for her 
sister. When I pulled back 
the cover to expose Rosa 
snoozing, they both yelped 
with surprise, colliding 
with each other before 
sprinting off in opposite 
directions. 

Annoyed, Silver made 
herself scarce for the rest 
of the day. When I discard-
ed my slippers, throwing 
them into the shoebox 
under the bed, they im-
mediately fl ew back out, 
followed by an irritated 
Silver. She gave me a with-
ering look as she headed 
back to the shoebox to 
fi nish her nap.

 Eventually the sisters 
establish a routine. Early 
morning they both hop 
onto the bed, Rosa duck-
ing under the covers and 
Silver atop.

As day breaks they 
gather in front of the win-
dow and wait for the sun to 
come up.

The Notting Hill Cat Company
email: nottinghillcatcompany@gmail.com
web: www.nottinghillcatcompany.com
Call: 0781 354 7461

THE CAT FACTS:

h eritage Crafts has been producing beauti-
ful counted cross stitch designs since 1987.  
Peter Underhill is a very talented artist who 
has brought humour to the world of cross 

stitch. The latest designs from Peter for the ‘Cats 
Rule’ range are as follows:

Cats Rule! - A fabulous collection of cool cats 
from the ever cheerful Peter Underhill. 

Design: ‘Spring is Here!’. Is 
a very cute addition to the 
‘Cats Rule’ range.
Design size: 11.5 x 11cm (4 
1/2” x 4 1/4”) RRP: £17.85 

Design: ‘Don’t let it Beat You!’. 
A lovely tabby cat has hurt 
his tail and has to wear a collar so that he is not 
tempted to try to undo the bandage with his teeth. 
However, with the collar on it is very diffi cult to 
get at his food, but he’s not going to let it beat him. 
Those of us who have cats 
who have been in this situ-
ation know that they always 
do manage to get at their 
food!  
Design size: 14.5 x 
11.5cm (5 3/4” x 4 1/2”) 
RRP: £17.85                                                     

Design: ‘Baking with Crazy Cat Lady’. Crazy Cat 
Lady is proudly holding up a cake which she has 

just fi nished icing. Five of her 
cats have been helping her 
and are hoping to help her 
eat it. Everything is cat related 
from her apron to the purple 
timer and the wooden spoon. 
Design size: 20 x 20cm (7 3/4” 
x 7 3/4”) RRP: £22.40

Each kit contains Zweigart fabric, DMC stranded 
cottons sorted on to numbered cards, a needle, 
instructions and clear charts. 

You can see the full Cats Rule range at 
www.hcrafts.com

Cats rule at 
Heritage Crafts
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E verybody has heard of the 
phrase ‘a man’s best friend’ in 
relation to dogs but I know from 
personal experience that this can 

equally apply to cats. Admittedly, cats 
may be less overt in their displays of 
affection and are rather more inde-
pendent than dogs but that is not to 
deny the strong and unique bond that 
many a treasured cat forges with its 
owner. This is certainly the case with 
regard to a friend of mine, Susan, who 
has been owner to her gorgeous black 
cat Salem for almost 15 years, during 
which time not only have they become 
inseparable but more recently Salem 
has been her saviour 
throughout a devastating 
couple of years during 
which she has last lost 
both her parents, very 
close together, as a result 
of terminal illnesses. 
Salem has thus served 
to be a constant source 
of strength and comfort 
during a very diffi cult and distressing 
time. 

Susan and Salem are in many re-
spects the perfect soul mates because, 
like Susan, Salem has also encoun-
tered diffi culties and overcome adver-
sity in his fi fteen years. Susan originally 
adopted him just before Halloween in 
2001 from Oldham Cat Rescue, after 
Salem had been found as a new born 
kitten abandoned on the streets with 
no trace of his mother or siblings. 
Thus, after being bottle fed around the 

clock, Salem was adopted by Susan 
at the tender age of just fi ve and a half 
weeks. 

Opposites attract
Despite being only a few weeks 

old, Salem was already litter trained 
and soon settled in well with Susan 
and her parents with whom she lived 
at the time. Furthermore, he soon 
acquired a surrogate mum, albeit a 
canine one, when Susan’s dad began 
to mind a friend’s dog called Jess who 
was an Airdale/Doberman cross. Jess 
treated Salem like her baby and would 
carry him in her mouth, play with him, 

groom him and protect 
him as though he were her 
puppy, which was both 
touching and amusing to 
watch and also proves 
that cats and dogs can 
bond strongly with each 
other. Indeed, Jess and 
Salem were fi rm friends 

for eleven years until Jess 
sadly passed away in 2012.

However, when it comes to feline 
friends, Salem has not always been as 
accommodating because when Susan 
kindly adopted a local stray called 
Willow, when Salem was around six 
years of age, he was far from happy 
and would resort to regularly hissing at 
him. Poor Willow had been abandoned 
by someone in the village where Su-
san lives who had decided that as she 
had a new baby, poor Willow was sur-
plus to her requirements. Fortunately, 

Willow and Salem settled into a work-
able state of peaceful indifference, 
although Susan admits that when poor 
Willow passed away a few years ago, 
Salem seemed happier to be back on 
his own again. 

Naturally rather timid, Salem has 
also been the victim of bullying when 
another local cat began to attack him 
quite regularly so that he consequently 
came home suffering with abscessess 
and with great tufts of fur missing. 
Eventually, the situation did resolve 
itself and Salem is no longer bullied 
by this neighbourhood cat much to 
Susan’s relief. 

Watching Susan with Salem it is 
quite clear that he is doted upon. His 
coat is glossy and shiny and he is 
resplendent in a beautiful red collar 
with a little bell. Susan told me that he 
is rather a fussy eater and she has to 
rotate his type of cat food regularly or 
he will refuse to partake! For instance, 
he only likes cat food in gravy and 
when it comes to chicken it has to be 
without skin and only the breast meat 
will suffi ce, as Salem will pointedly 
turn his nose up at any darker meat! 
Similarly, he rejects regular cat treats 
and instead likes tiny dog gravy bones 
on which he loves to chew. He was 
also very partial, when he lived with 
Susan and her parents, to her mum’s 
steak and onion gravy, although she 
later learned that onions can be toxic 
to cats. 

Salem, it seems, has his own ideas 
about things and insists that Susan 

Salem - my saviour 
and purrfect soulmate
Animals can be very intuitive and when Salem’s owner lost 
both her parents, Salem was a true friend and comforter

BY LORRAINE SCHOFIELD

FELINE HERO

groom him and protect 
him as though he were her 
puppy, which was both 
touching and amusing to 
watch and also proves 
that cats and dogs can 
bond strongly with each 
other. Indeed, Jess and 
Salem were fi rm friends 

for eleven years until Jess 

60-61_CW 459.indd   60 27/04/2016   12:01



 JUNE 2016  ■   CAT WORLD 61

caters to his every whim. Indeed, 
Susan told me how he has his own lit-
tle routine, to which he adheres each 
day, which consists of retiring to bed 
with her in the evening before waking 
her at 2am with a pat on the face so 
that he can go out on the prowl! This 
is followed by his return at 7am so 
that he can get back under the covers 
and snooze the time away while Susan 
goes to out work. On her return in the 
evening, Salem is always pleased to 
see her and likes nothing better than 
to settle on her lap for a cosy cuddle.

Link to the past
Undoubtedly, during the heart-

breaking times that Susan has lived 
through in the past couple of years, 
Salem has proved to be her rock. 
Susan insists that he understands when 
she is down or upset and will respond 
accordingly by remaining loyally at her 
side, soothing and comforting her with 
his furry presence and his resounding 
purr. Salem also provides a tangible 
link to her parents who always loved 
and fussed over him, especially when 
he once lived in their home. In fact, 
when Susan eventually moved into her 
own home within the same village, it 
took Salem a good six months to adapt 
and adjust to his new home, showing 
that he had very much loved living 
with both Susan and her mum and 
dad. 

Salem is now approaching 15 years 
old and naturally Susan worries about 
his health and well being as he ages. 
Salem unfortunately suffers from ar-
thritis which is a legacy from when he 
was clipped by a car when he was 18 
months old. Fortunately, by taking the 
medication Metacam, it serves to ease 
his discomfort but during the winter 
time it is definitely a struggle for Sa-
lem. However, most days and especial-
ly on fine days in spring and summer, 
he likes nothing better than  to enjoy 
a spot of sunbathing on a bench in 
Susan’s front garden as well as a nice 
stroll through the nearby fields and 
also the the local graveyard. Salem, 
much to Susan’s relief, has never been 
a hunter so that she has never had 

FELINE HERO

to deal with any unwanted presents, 
despite living in a beautiful rural area 
which for most cats would be a hunt-
ing paradise! Indeed, Susan wonders if 
his lack of a killer instinct is a result of 
his inadequate socialisation as a kitten, 
when he was separated from his mum 
at barely two weeks old. 

Salem has certainly proved to 
have been Susan’s saviour during the 
difficult times that she has recently 

endured and she openly admits that 
without him she would have felt even 
more alone and bereft. He really is 
a special little cat who has provided 
Susan with much pleasure and happi-
ness as well comfort and solace during 
a very difficult time in her life. Hope-
fully, they can now both look forward to 
much happier times ahead and long 
continue to enjoy the special bond that 
they share. 
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i t is an exciting time for a 
family, knowing they are 
going to be welcoming 
a little bundle of fluff and 

mischief into their home. 
Before making the decision 
and choosing a kitten it is 
worth considering the fol-
lowing questions so you can 
decide which cat is suitable 
for you and your family.
● Will they be an indoor or 
outdoor cat?
● Are you looking for an 
active cat or a quieter breed 
who is more laid back?
● Do you work during the 
day or are you at home?
● Have you children or other 
pets?
● Are you looking for a 
short, medium or long 
haired cat?
● Do you want a bog stand-
ard moggy or a pedigree? 

It is important to ensure 
that the kitten you want to 
welcome into your family is 
not only healthy but sociable 
too; here are some of the 
things to look for:

Eyes - Their eyes should 
be bright, open and free 
from any discharge.

Ears - Should be free 
from dirt or discharge; 
mites are more difficult to 
see so your vet or vet nurse 

will be able to check for 
these.

Mouth - Very gently 
check inside the mouth to 
ensure there are no signs of 
redness, bad teeth or bad 
breath.

Skin/coat - Part the kit-
ten’s coat to check for signs 
of any skin problems or 
fleas and parasites. 

Under the tail - Check to 
make sure the kitten’s bot-
tom is clean and dry, with 
no signs of diarrhoea and 
staining.

Choosing your kitten
If you are choosing your 

kitten from a litter, it is worth 
asking some questions. 
Have they been seen by a 
vet and had a health check 
and, depending on their 
age, have they been vacci-
nated and wormed?

What type of environment 
has the litter being kept in? 
Have they been brought up 
in the house or elsewhere? 
Have they had much human 
contact? 

Cats have a very short 
socialisation phase, usu-
ally between 4-16 weeks, 
therefore it is important they 
are handled very early on 
and preferably with differ-
ent people. A nervous kitten 
may be a sign of poor early 
socialisation. 

Bringing your kitten 
home

The age you will be able 
to bring your kitten home 
can vary from eight to 13 
weeks depending on where 
you adopt or buy from. 

At eight weeks they 
should have had a health 
check from a veterinary 
surgeon.

A kitten will require a 
primary course of vaccina-
tions which consists of two 
injections. These are for Cat 
Influenza (known as feline 
viral infectious respiratory 
disease), Enteritis (feline 
panleucopaenia) and Feline 
Leukaemia.

At nine weeks it is recom-
mended that the first vacci-
nation be given, followed by 
the second vaccination 3-4 
weeks later at 12/13weeks. 
After this course of vacci-

nations, they would then 
have an annual booster 

to maintain protection. You 
should be given a vaccina-
tion card with your kitten 
which shows what vaccines 
they have had. The vet-
erinary surgeon will have 
signed and dated the card 
and many will also stamp 
the card with the veterinary 
practice’s stamp.

It is advisable to keep 
your kitten indoors for at 
least a week after they have 
completed the primary vac-
cination course. 

Flea/worming 
treatment

It would be expected 
that your kitten would have 
already had their flea and 
worming treatment before 
you get them as they can 
be treated from eight weeks 
old.

Your veterinary surgeon 
will be able to advise on the 
best products to use.

Feeding
It is important that your 

kitten is fed kitten food as 
this has extra nutrients to 
help with growing bones 
and teeth. When you get 
your new kitten, it is worth 
asking either the rescue 
centre or breeder what they 

Meeting your new kitten
and bringing them home
Whether you decide to adopt from a rescue centre or buy from a 
breeder, here are a few things to consider before you choose your 
kitten and some tips to make sure they are happy and healthy

BY SONJA K STEINER

KITTEN CARE
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have been feeding them 
and continue with this food 
whilst they settle down into 
their new environment. You 
can then decide whether 
you wish to continue with 
their existing diet or change 
onto a different brand. As 
with any dietary changes it 
should be done gradually 
over a period of at least 10 
days to avoid any unneces-
sary stomach upsets.

Neutering
When adopting a kitten 

from a rescue centre, neu-
tering is generally covered 
in the adoption fee and a 
neutering voucher is given 
to owners to be used at a 
particular veterinary prac-
tice. Neutering is generally 
done from the age of five 
months; however the veteri-
nary surgeon will be able 
to advise if it can be done 
earlier.

Microchipping
It is advisable to get your 

kitten microchipped then if 
they do escape or go miss-
ing, it is easier to reunite 
them with you. 

Insurance
A lot of the rescue centres 

and breeders have arrange-
ments with pet insurance 
companies which gives a 
new owner some weeks of 
free insurance when they 
collected the kitten, with an 
option to continue with this. 
It is always best to insure 
when there are no health 
problems otherwise the in-
surance company are likely 
to impose exclusions. There 
are different types of cover 
to suit most budgets and 
these have been covered in 
earlier editions of Cat World.

It is important they 
are handled very 
early on and 
preferably with 
different people.

‘ ‘

KITTEN CARE
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t he Siamese kittens were just one 
week old when I first met them 
and it was love at first sight!

Blind and deaf, as new borns 
are, they looked for all the world like 
tiny pink sugar mice with poker tails. 
They mewed and clung to the two 
mums who gave birth to three kittens 
on the same day. Sasha was the first 
born, who arrived in the morning. He 
was the largest and most outgoing of 
the kittens. Next came Pasha who ar-
rived after lunch. Last but by no means 
least, Tanni took his time and arrived 
late evening.

I was fortunate to be able to visit 
the kittens each week to follow their 
progress from the nursery to their new 
home. At first, like any new borns, they 
were completely dependent on their 
two beautiful and adoring mums. But 
week by week I could see their per-
sonalities develop and flourish. Pasha 
was up for fun and it wasn’t long till he 
clambered up and fell into the toilet. 
While still tiny he struggled with a pipe 
cleaner spider bigger than him which 
was tripping him up. I tried to help but 
he was determined to carry it off. On 
another visit I noticed one paw was 
twice the size of the other. We went 
straight to the vet who confirmed he 
had been stung by a bee. I was begin-
ning to get the feeling he might be 
accident prone! 

There was never the slightest doubt 
he was my cat. It was just meant to 
be. I sometimes wonder if we name 

a kitten or cat to suit their personality 
or whether the name shapes them? 
Although the name Pasha is Russian, in 
Euroland a guy who is a bit of a charm-
er is known as a ‘pasha’. Somehow 
the name Pasha suits my little Siamese 
lilac point charmer! 

Tanni was happy to play with Pasha 
but being independent he was equally 
happy to play with toys quietly on his 
own. Tanni had a thoughtful air about 
him even as a tiny kitten. It was when 
I fell under the gaze of his deep blue 
eyes that I knew without a doubt that 
he was mine. He had chosen me. I 
kissed him and told him his name was 
Tanni, A Scandinavian name which 
suited my little white chocolate point 
Siamese boy perfectly.

The Big Day arrived when it was 
time for the kittens to pack their bags 
and leave for their forever home

Sacha left for a home set in five 
acres of woodland with the company of 
a Bengal girl. He had definitely landed 
on his four paws!

Meanwhile Pasha & Tanni moved 
into a pretty riverside village to share 
the garden with a variety of feathered 
and furry creatures.

With Saffi and Misa, the grown up 
Siamese girls, running the household 
well for many years, nothing had quite 
prepared me for the arrival of two 
small kittens. Life as we knew it was 
about to slide into chaos!

At first I was determined, against 
advice, to carry on as normal. But 
it wasn’t long till it became obvious 
changes would have to be made. A 
blanket was thrown over the leather 
sofa to protect it from claws and skid 
marks .Cloths were hastily put on glass 
topped tables. House plants were soon 
nibbled at or confiscated. Vases of 
flowers were soon a thing of the past, 
together with candles and tea light 
holders. It seemed almost daily the 
long list of things to put away grew. An 
expensive table lamp became unrec-
ognisable and others hastily moved.

Photo frames, decorative bowls, 
plant pot holders - all were fair game 
for kitten play time. It wasn’t long till 
they had learnt how to open drawers 
and spill the contents. They jumped 
inside and down the back of drawers 

Introducing trouble 
twins Pasha & Tanni 
Follow two gorgeous Siamese kittens on their journey from 
the nursery to their new home and see what chaos ensues

BY INGRID HOOPER

KITTEN TALES
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and were unable or unwilling to clam-
ber out.

The mantle piece had to be cleared 
and the clock moved to a safer posi-
tion.  

I lay in bed at night only to be 
woken by a sound resembling the wild 
horses of the Camargue racing up and 
down the stairs and around the house. 
Or the crash of something smashing 
and breaking. The radio was regularly 
knocked to the floor where it has made 
a dent in the kitchen tiles.

Throws and cushions are routinely 
repositioned on the floor. Pens go 
missing, only to be found in a cat bed. 

But when you see the sheer joy and 
happiness of two exuberant, playful 
kittens, even the hardest heart would 

have to melt! Suddenly everything else 
fades into insignificance. 

Welcome to the kitten world of Pa-
sha & Tanni!

● Follow Pasha & Tanni’s kitten adven-
tures on their blog at www.CatsHave-
Staff.co.uk
● Cats Have Staff – The Saffi & Misa 
Diaries by Ingrid Hooper is available 
from the above website or from Ama-
zon. Out now in paperback and Kindle.

Life as we knew it 
was about to slide 
into chaos!
‘ ‘

KITTEN TALES

These historical cats from 
Sydney observed the world 
from high above every day, as 
well as being quite the tourist 
attraction themselves

Imagine living high above the 
rest of the world, on a lookout 
point where you could see a 
beautiful harbour. For several 
white cats in Sydney, Australia, 
from around 1950-1971, this was 
life. The Sydney Harbour Bridge 
has pylons at each end that don’t 
serve any structural purpose but 
have added to it aesthetically. 
The southeast pylon opened as a 
museum in 1934.

Yvonne Rentoul took over 
as manager of the museum in 
around 1950. Along with her 
came her family of white cats! 
They lived in a rooftop cattery, 
and soon became part of the 
southeast pylon’s tourist attrac-
tions.

It isn’t detailed how many 
cats there actually were, but 
there were at least two. Sydney’s 
Sunday Herald newspaper from 
29 July 1951 names them as twin 
cats, Bridget and Pylon.

“The twins are fed by attend-
ants at the lookout who place 
their food and milk on the edge of 
the parapet,” the article says. “If 
one cat wants to pass the other, 
she risks death by leaping over 
her twin’s back.”

The cats never came down 
from their lofty residence, which 
included a wishing well and 
merry-go-round for them. Un-
fortunately there are none there 
today, although the museum still 
operates and carries a picture of 
them.

Have you any historical cat 
stories you’d like to share? Email 
them to jill.mundy@ashdown.
co.uk

The cats of the pylon
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AN UNDER PRESSURE TIM RELF EXPLAINS WHY TOY FANATICS NUTMEG
AND PARSLEY CAN’T BE BOTHERED TO GO OUTDOORS MUCH

P arsley has started 
targeting the post-
man. This is not good. 
He’s a nice postman. 

Besides, I thought it was 
dogs that are supposed to 
do that. 

It’s currently her favour-
ite game – she’ll make a 
wild lunge for letters as 
they’re poked through 
the box, paws and claws 
fl ailing. I have visions of all 
the posties sitting round 
in the sorting offi ce (their 
hands covered in plasters), 
discussing the dangerous 
creature at Number 2. 

One of them has defi -
nitely made a positive ID 
because he recently asked, 
with more than a hint of 
irony in his voice: “How’s 
that cat of yours?” 

It’s kept her amused 
for weeks now – although 
her sister, Nutmeg, merely 
looks on disdainfully (she’s 
got bigger fi sh to fry than 
postmen). 

Striped paw
Royal Mail employees 

aren’t the only target. Kids 
delivering free papers, 
takeaway owners leafl et-
ing, neighbours leaving us 
notes – they’ve all felt the 
swipe of a large striped 
paw. 

It’s not without its advan-
tages because she’ll leap 
at an estate agent dropping 
off a fl yer before you can 
say ‘free valuation’, but I’m 
still hoping it’s a phase that 
passes.  

That’s often the way it 

is with my cats: the pair of 
them become obsessed 
with a game, only to forget 
it as quickly as they discov-
ered it.  

Hence the piles of toys 
around the house. The 
mantelpiece sags un-
der their weight. Whole 
swathes of carpet have dis-
appeared under them. I’m 
sure they’re deposited at 
spots strategically chosen 
to maximise the risk of trip-
ping; negotiating the stairs 
in the dark is like tackling 
an assault course. 

Circuit training
It’s hardly surprising 

the pair of them can’t be 
bothered to go out much. 
There’s too much to do 
indoors. This place resem-
bles a kindergarten. 

Their forays outdoors 
rarely involve more than a 
little circuit training (a few 
leisurely laps around the 
garden), some high-wire 
walking (balancing on the 
fence) and a bit of rock 
climbing (scaling the shed) 
before returning to the 
more interesting selection 
of items inside. 

Even next-door’s cats 
rarely persuade them to 
stay out, after an initial 
meeting that involved four 
fl ared tails, a lot of growling 

and a stand-off that made 
the Cold War seem a posi-
tively fast-moving situation. 

Knowing smile
I sometimes worry it’s 

some sort of condition – 
this inability of mine to pass 
a pet shop without spend-
ing money. When I go into 
our local one, the owner 
breaks into a knowing 
smile. She sees me come 
through the door and starts 
planning her next holiday. 
Forget the recession, I must 
be single-handedly keep-
ing the economy afl oat. 
Believe me, the expression 
“Brexit debate” means 
nothing to Nutmeg and 
Parsley. 

They have, of course, a 
few perennial favourites 
when it comes to toys, 
alongside the dozens 
they’ve become fascinated 
by then lost interest in. 

Nutmeg loves a ball with 
a bell in it, particularly one 
with holes so she can play 
‘fetch’. I was convinced, 
when she fi rst did this, that 
she’d become famous – 
and I’d become rich – with 
the world’s fi rst retrieving 
cat, but I gather it’s not that 
unusual. 

Parsley adores small 
cloth objects of any shape. 
She enjoys tossing them up 

 CONFESSIONS
          CAT LOVER          CAT LOVERof a
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‘
in the air, surprising herself 
in the process (she’s not 
the sharpest knife in the 
drawer), jumping on them 
and springing upwards as if 
she’d landed on a hot plate. 
Along with savaging unsus-
pecting hawkers, pedlars 
and postmen, it constitutes 
her main form of exercise. 

Catnip induces moments 
of madness (and a frenzy 
of rolling), furry snakes get 
bitten, chewed, licked and 
sucked into oblivion and a 
bushy-tailed squirrel has 
been mauled so frequently 
it now is down to one leg. 

Toys that aren’t toys 
hold their own particular 
fascination. Top of this list 
are remote controls, sweet 
wrappers (Quality Street 
are their brand of choice) 
and mobile phone cases. 
Frankly, we’re just grateful 
they’ve graduated to phone 
cases from charger cables 

which they had a habit of 
chewing as kittens. 

Nutmeg will attempt to 
lick to death anything soft, 
particularly clothes. Wor-
ryingly, she seems to have 
a particular fondness for 
bras. 

Other popular pursuits 
including biting borrowed 
book covers and cardboard 
boxes containing electrical 
items or clothes that are 
due to be returned.  

Conversely, wind-up 
or mechanical items get 
treated with utter contempt, 
as does any toy anyone 
expects them to “enjoy on 
demand”.  

Obscure law
There must be some 

obscure law at work here: 
one dictating that the more 
expensive the toy – and the 
more thought someone has 
put into buying it – the less 

interested the cat will be. 
The Law of the Perpetually 
Impossible to Please Feline, 
perhaps.  

Of all these toys and 
games, though, I’ve decid-
ed their favourite is me. Not 
because I’m particularly 
interesting – more because 
I’m available virtually on 
demand, am a sucker for 

letting them do whatever 
they want to me and, unlike 
bought toys, don’t break, 
fray or lose limbs. 

I sometimes wonder if 
that’s all I am to them: a big 
toy. That, and a food ma-
chine, of course. 

I suppose there are 
worse things to be. A post-
man, for example...

“I sometimes wonder if that’s all I am to them: a big toy.”
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F or the ginger cat Trace the cat shape in template 1; 
cut out and stick onto a piece of fi rm card

Cut out the shape and place on your greetings 
card. Draw around it lightly with a pencil

Carefully cut out the shape, remembering to open out 
your card fi rst so you only cut through the front of the card.

Open up the card and, on the inside, glue around the 
edges of the cat shape (or place a strip of double-sided 
sticky tape down either side).

Cut approx. 1/2 inch (12mm) strips from your fabric and 
stick in place over the cat ‘window’, overlapping each one.

Trim the edges so that all the strips fi t neatly inside the 
edges of your card.

Cut a rectangle from thick paper, large enough to cover 
the ends of the strips of fabric, and glue the paper in place 
over them, to hide them when the card is opened.

Black and white cat
Trace template 2; cut out and stick onto fi rm card.
Place this onto your background fabric and draw around 

Make cute  cat cards
Send a feline-themed greetings card for any 

occasion with one of these quick and easy makes

BY JILL MUNDY

CRAFTY CATS

You will need:
■ Greetings card blank (available 
from good craft or art shops)
■ Glue or double-sided sticky 
tape
■ Tracing paper and piece of fi rm 
card

Ginger cat
■ Pencil
■ Scissors
■ Scraps of fabric the same width 
■ as your greetings card
■ Piece of thick paper the same 
size as your greetings card
■ Small pair of sharp scissors
OR 

■ Cutting board and craft knife

Black and white cat
■ Piece of backing fabric, the 
same size as your greetings card
■ Small embroidery hoop (large 
enough to fi t template 2 inside and 
leave room to stitch)
■ Length of thick knitting wool, ap-
prox 50cms (M)
■ Embroidery thread or tapestry 
yarn in similar or contrasting col-
our, for stitching (C)
■ Oddments of embroidery thread 
for face
■ Large eyed needle or bodkin
■ Embroidery needle
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Make cute  cat cards
CRAFTY CATS

the edge lightly but so you can see it 
easily. (This line will be covered).

Place the fabric inside your embroi-
dery hoop and make tight.

Thread a large-eyed needle or 
bodkin with the thick knitting yarn (M) 
and insert the needle from the back 
through to the front at point A, leaving 
a short length behind the fabric.

Next, thread the embroidery needle 
with your fi ner thread or yarn (C) and 
tie a simple knot at the end.

Beginning just below point A, bring 
your needle through from the back 
of the fabric, close to the main thread 
(M). Lay (M) along the drawn out-
line and oversew with (C) at regular 
intervals, using a diagonal stitch. Keep 
stitches neat and close to (M), trying to 
keep the same direction.

A small stitch may be needed at 
places such as the points of the ears to 
position the main yarn correctly.

Continue to use (C) to couch down 
(M) until you reach the tip of the tail.

Insert the needle with (M) through 
from the back at point B and down to 
join with the other leg.

Couch this thread down with two or 
three diagonal stitches in (C) and fi n-
ish with the needle at the back of the 
fabric.

As the picture will be stuck to the 
greetings card, there is no need to tie a 
knot. Slip the thread through the backs 

of one or two stitches to hold in place 
and cut both threads.

Embroider the eyes, nose, mouth 
and whiskers using the oddments of 
embroidery thread.

Remove the fabric from the hoop 
and give it a light press on the wrong 
side.

With the cat in the centre, cut a 
rectangle from the fabric so that it will 
fi t the front of your greetings card, with 
about a 1cm gap around the edge.

Use glue or double-sided sticky-
tape to position your picture on the 
front of your greetings card.
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C ats are as diverse as humans 
are and since 2014, comedian 
Jim Tews has been showing this 
to the world through his Felines 

of New York project. The website, 
felinesofnewyork.com, features photos 
of cats from all around the city, each 
with a witty quote to describe what 
they might be thinking. Tews takes the 
photos and comes up with the taglines. 

The owner of two cats himself, he 
fi nds it great fun meeting other cat lov-
ers. Since cats are arguably the most 
beloved creatures on the internet, it’s 
no surprise that it just took a little push 
to send the website viral. I was thrilled 
to have a chat with him.

CW: Hi Jim! Tell us how you got 
started doing Felines of NY.

JT:I was reading Humans of New 
York and thought it was too serious, 
so I thought it would be funny if I did 
it with cats. I had the idea for quite a 
while but never acted on it and when 
I fi nally did, I started the website on 
Tumblr with a bunch of photos that 
were sourced from friends and family. 
I decided to go out and start taking 
the photos myself because I thought it 
would be funnier if it matched Humans 
of NY aesthetically. 

I started doing that two weeks in and 
that’s when Tumblr featured it. I went 
from 100 followers to 10,000 in a week-
end and it just kept going. BuzzFeed 
and major outlets like that picked up 
on it and I had probably a good month 
where it blew up. 

CW: How did you start collecting 
photos?

JT:For the fi rst month, about half of 
them were from friends and relatives 
but then I started asking around for 
people with cats and I would go out 
and take the photos. So now all the 
photos are mine. I don’t take submis-
sions. I might eventually but I’m picky 
about how I want it to look.

CW: How do you fi nd the cats you 
want to feature?

JT:Lately it’s been friends or peo-
ple who have emailed me. I put a 
Google form on the website and had 
people fi ll out which subway stop they 
lived closest to and their availability, 
so I started grouping people by train 
stop. I would go to each train stop and 
spend the day going house to house. I 
rode my bicycle everywhere and did 

that on weekends for probably two and 
a half months. Now it’s just whenever I 
can do it.

CW: What’s the most fun part of run-
ning the site?

JT:I like talking to the people when I 
go to take pictures. They usually have a 
sense of humour if they know what the 
website is and they like cats, so it’s fun 
to talk to them. 

CW: When you go take a picture 
of a cat, does the owner give you the 
quote to put with it?

JT: No, I write those. I’ll usually try 
and get a sense of what the cat’s like. 
Sometimes it’s relative to the actual cat; 
other times it’s completely fabricated. 
Or it’s based on some behaviour or 
thing the cat did. 

CW: What are your favourite things 
about cats and owning cats?

JT:Their goofi ness. They have no 
self-awareness but they’re also in-
credibly vain, which to me is a funny 
combination. And the fact that they do 
their own things. 

CW: What else would you like to 
share with our readers?

JT: Just to please check out my 
book and follow me on social media. 
I have a couple of other Felines of 
NY-related projects that I’ll be posting 
soon. I’m keen to keep it going. 

Visit Felines of New York on their 
website, Facebook, Twitter, Instagram, 
YouTube and Snapchat.

An interview with felines 
of New York - Jim Tews
Comedian Jim Tews is hitting the streets of New 
York City to fi nd its wealth of feline personalities

BY BRITA MOORE

CATS ONLINE

70_CW 459.indd   70 27/04/2016   09:35



 JUNE 2016  ■   CAT WORLD 71

I f there is one country in the 
world that I have always wanted 
to visit it is Japan, for its quirki-
ness and its culture. The ancient 

history of this land is one of intrigue 
and mystery to western travellers. 
A common sight in Japanese shops 
is a figurine which is made out of 
ceramics or plastic, called, ‘Maneki-
Neko’, which translates literally as, 
‘beckoning cat’. These felines are 
seen to bring good luck to their 
owners and I was determined to 
discover the origins of Maneki-Neko 
and the many folk stories which sur-
round this moggie.  

At the beginning of the Edo 
period, which started in 1603, a no-
bleman who had been out hunting 
ended up travelling back in the rain 
and so he decided that he would 
take refuge under a tree near a tem-

ple. After a while the man noticed a 
cat sitting in front of the temple. The 
nobleman believed that it was beck-
oning him to go inside the building. 
As he moved forward towards the 
feline, a bolt of lightning flashed and 
hit the tree. If the nobleman had not 
moved at that moment, he would 
have been killed. 

He was forever grateful to the 
beckoning cat, who he discovered 
was called Tama, for saving his life. 
As a result of this event the noble-
man decided to show his gratitude 
by becoming the patron of the 
temple. When Tama died, he/she 
was placed in the cemetery of the 
temple, now called, ‘Gotokuji’, in 
1697. In honour of this feline, the first 
Maneki-Neko statue was made. This 
is just one of many legends about 
the origins this infamous cat.  

There are a lot of meanings be-
hind the Mankei-Neko and one of 
the biggest mistakes that western 
tourists make is that they think the 
cat is waving and this is not the case. 
The significance of the raised paws 
is deeply embedded into Japanese 
culture. If the left paw is raised it is 
a sign to attract the customers. If 
the right paw is raised it is a sign of 
good fortune. When both paws are 
up this is a sign of protection. 

The figures also come in a variety 
of different colours and these also 
symbolise special meanings, such 
as calico, which is considered to 
be really lucky. White is for purity 
and happiness and to bring positive 

things ahead, while gold, not unsur-
prisingly, is for wealth and prosper-
ity. There is a huge variety of colours 
from which a person can choose, 
depending on their different needs 
and situation in life.  

Maneki-Neko cats are clothed 
in an array of finery such as collars 
and bibs; this is because during the 
Edo period, wealthy people would 
often dress their cats as a way of be-
ing able to identify them and many 
figurines represent this. 

The cats will sometimes be seen 
holding things like a magic money 
mallet which represents wealth or 
a carp that symbolises plentiful 
amounts of wealth and prosperity. 

The temple of Gotokuji is only a 
short journey from Tokyo station. 
A peaceful spot not on the tourist 
trail, it is a must visit temple for any 
cat lover where more can be learnt 
about the legend of Maneki-Neko.

investigates
THE CAT LADY

WITH ELEANOR FORRESTER 

Cats play a huge part in Japanese culture. Eleanor Forrester brings us 
some of the many tales of one in particular - Maneki-Neko
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“Of course he ignored the 
litter tray I had provided 
but, like I said, the floor 
washes easily. “
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I   have to confess to being addicted 
to car boot sales, mainly as I am 
also a bibliophile and that’s the 

place to find inexpensive books. 
Unfortunately a lot of them start 

early in the morning and I’m not able 
to get there in time. It’s usually 11am 
before I have finished the animals and 
that’s if I hurry. 

However, with the onset of some 
decent weather, a little gathering in 
a nearby village started up again on 
the first Saturday in the month, begin-
ning at 2pm. I considered whether or 
not I really had the time to spare but a 
friend persuaded me and off we went. 

The sale is held at the back of an 
old pub with good parking leading on 
to the field. We could see at once that 
there were lots of stalls and hurried 
forward. Sometimes, when the weath-
er is not so good there might be only 
three of four brave people shivering 
or sheltering behind their wares. 

I have a system for this kind of 
event. I like to turn right as I enter and 
work my way down one side and up 
the other. As I turned I looked across 
to the right-hand corner and spotted 
a man with something clutched to his 
chest. 

My friend saw it simultaneously and 
grabbed me. “Oh, look. What is it? Is it 
a guinea pig or what?” 

I have seen enough kittens in my 
time to know that this was what he 
was holding and fear ran through 
me. Sadly it is not at all unknown for 
unscrupulous people to bring puppies 
and kittens to sales. 

Ignoring my friend, I strode over to 
the man. Experience has taught me to 
make a light entrance otherwise there 
is a risk of not getting the animal. 

“Hello, you don’t mind if I stroke 
your chest do you?” I quipped and the 
man laughed. I stroked the tiny bun-
dle of ginger and white fur huddled 
against him. 

“No, I don’t mind,” he replied. “You 
can ‘ave ‘im if yer want.” Precisely what 
I had expected. 

I gently grabbed the kitten and held 
him to me. “Yes, I’ll take him.” 

The man seemed surprised. I think 
he had offered the poor little thing to 
a lot of shoppers and they had ‘oohed’ 
and ‘ahhhed’ but walked off empty-
handed. 

Of course, you and I know I don’t 
need another kitten but I was not pre-
pared for this little soul to be handed 
to any taker. I tucked him under my 
cardigan, talking to him and soothing 
him until he fell asleep. 

He was barely old enough to leave 
his mum. The man never even asked a 
single question of me. 

Someone nearby said: “I’ve got 
two off him.” I turned and recognised 
a friend’s mother. “He’s always doing 
this and he won’t get the mother neu-
tered.” Apparently she knew him quite 
well so she would be a useful source 
of information. 

Now you might wonder why I didn’t 
have a go at him but there was a meth-
od in my madness. He might have had 
more kittens and if I upset him, I might 
not get them. Also, when I am certain 
there are no more this time, I am going 
to have another word with him. 

Firstly I will try to get the cat neu-
tered, even if I have to pay for it. 
Secondly, if he flatly refuses I will then 
tell him that what he is doing is ille-
gal and if he doesn’t provide me with 
proof that he has had the mother done 

within two weeks then I will report 
him. 

I brought the baby home and made 
him a quiet bed in the toilet! I’ve lost 
track of the number of people who 
rescue animals who reserve their 
toilet and bathroom for emergencies 
such as this. Rarely do they have spare 
accommodation just waiting but these 
two places are ideal as they usually 
have washable floors and are away 
from other animals 

My residents are quite used to new-
comers but some of them are big and 
their ‘love’ would be a bit boisterous 
initially. This way I can bring him into 
the living room at intervals and they 
can all get used to each other. 

I was delighted when he ate his 
first meal as I wasn’t even sure he was 
weaned. Then I was equally delighted 
when he went to the toilet as this is 
often a problem with very tiny ones. 
Of course he ignored the litter tray I 
had provided but, like I said, the floor 
washes easily. 

At the time of writing, forty-eight 
hours after his arrival, he is still eat-
ing well and is now coming up to me 
when I go in to see him - and he loves 
to... curl up on my lap when I watch TV. 

Do you think these people ever give 
the animals another thought? I don’t 
think so. My only concession is that the 
man doesn’t drown them. 

But I can’t help wondering what this 
kitten’s fate might have been. He could 
have been taken by a lady who, on ar-
riving home, found her husband was 
unwilling to have the cat, then what? 

Children might have tormented him, 
he might have been taken then left 
somewhere, anywhere. I hate to think. 
Oh, if only neutering was the law! 

Car boot give-away   
Pat Clements is so glad she decided to go

in search of some inexpensive books
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FUN PAGES

Stressful day? Relieve the pressure by completing this amazing 
dot-to-dot picture from the new book ‘Anti-Stress Dot-to-Dot’ 
by Emily Wallis (see book reviews for full details). You can 
colour it in too when it’s finished, for even more relaxation.
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FUN PAGES

Answers from last 
months fun pages
Across: 3. BORN, 4. GINGIVI-
TIS, 6. HODGES, 7. INDIA
Down: 1. MAINE COON, 2. 
ARTHRITIS, 5. GROOMING
Spot the difference, right.

Word search
This month’s word search is all about the 
things your new kitten will need. Which 
word is not in the grid?

NEUTER
VACCINATIONS
PLAYTIME
SCRATCHPOST
CATNIP

BED
FOOD
LITTER 
TRAY
CUDDLES

C U R Y H V A U J N F S
U P J E H H D R E O N G
D G L P T C A U E O F F
D V L A T T T Y I A W N
L U L D Y E I T D H Y R
E Q U X R T A L O Q L L
S Z Q V H N I K O K S O
N E T T I K L M F L L S
U W B C S Y M Z E L R Q
S S C R A T C H P O S T
Y A H R T W H H E T M F
V S T C K N U H D S H P
X Y M V C S G K S Z L I
V H U P B E D L M M X O
H X M O J N G T R C E E

FELINE    FUNFELINE    FUN
Spot the difference
Can you fi nd 5 things in the picture that rae missing
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W hen people buy a new kitten, 
some of them often think that 
the breeder must be making 
a good living from doing a job 

they love.
The buyer is handing over their 

money in exchange for a kitten and 
may see another four or five kittens 
in the litter. They do the sums in their 
head, and think WOW!  

But unfortunately that is only half of 
the story and customers often don’t re-
alise the costs the breeder has to bear. 
The list is endless: buying a queen, 
looking after the cats until they are old 
enough to breed, paying stud fees plus 
the cost of vaccinations and registra-
tions. And don’t forget food, litter, vets 
fees, disinfectants, toys, bedding, hous-
ing and advertising. 

Many breeders will be putting their 
earnings or savings into their cattery, 
so it is not something you should con-
sider as a way of generating income.

So why do we do it?  From my point 
of view, it was because I love cats and 
I adore having cats and kittens around 
the house. It also gave me great satis-
faction hearing about the pleasure my 
kitten had given to its new family.

But it is hard work and there is pain 
and sorrow, as well as joy and love. 
You must be able to deal with the tears 
when a kitten or your favourite breed-
ing cat falls ill or even dies.

And of course, there is the social 
side of breeding. Yes, we breeders are 
in competition with one another, es-

pecially on the show bench. But most 
breeders understand that it is only 
their cats that are in competition with 
one another and many breeders work 
together, support one another and 
enjoy a great social network.

Your lifestyle
Will breeding fit in with your life-

style? If you are extremely house-
proud, then I doubt it. Part of your role 
will be teaching kittens what they are 
and are not allowed to do: using the 
litter tray rather than the floor, scratch-
ing the post rather than the furniture, 
not climbing the curtains, not peeling 
the wallpaper off the wall. You must be 
prepared for some damage whilst you 
are teaching your kittens what is right 
and wrong and be prepared for some 
mess to clean up when they are first 
learning to use a litter tray.

You also need to consider noise. 
Breeding queens can be very noisy 
when they come into season. Breeds 
vary considerably as to how frequent 
this is but it could be that your girl is in 
season for a week, every three weeks, 
and may be yelling her head off both 
day and night. Studs may yell all of the 
time and can have very loud voices 
that carry long distances. Will you (not 
to mention your neighbours) be able 
to cope with this?

Do you work full time? Many breed-
ers manage exceptionally well even 
though they are out at work full time. 
But it can be very stressful and ex-

hausting trying to manage both.  What 
will happen when a queen rejects 
her kittens and they have to be hand-
reared (two hourly feeds day and 
night) or when a cat is ill? If you are 
lucky you will be able to take holiday 
from work during these emergencies 
but some employers are inflexible and 
you can be put into a life or death situ-
ation with your cat or kittens.

The breed for you
So you have given it lots of thought 

and decided you really do want to be a 
breeder.

Deciding on what breed to have 
is the first step. As with buying a pet 
for yourself, you need to find a breed 
that you love, and that fits in with your 
lifestyle. Breeds don’t just vary in looks; 
they also vary considerably in their 
characters.  

You should also investigate the 

So you think you want to 
take up cat breeding?
Have you ever wondered what it might be like to breed kittens? 
Former breeder Carol Hebden shares the ups and downs of 
breeding kittens and has some invaluable advice

BY CAROL HEBDEN

BECOMING A BREEDER
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problems associated with that breed. 
Every breed has different health or 
genetic problems and it is worth find-
ing out what they are and how (or even 
whether) you can avoid them.

You can find lots of information 
about breeds on the internet and in 
books but don’t just rely on that. Con-
tact other breeders and talk to them. 
You will soon find out which breeders 
are open and honest about the prob-
lems of a breed without exaggerating 
the issues and whilst doing that, you 
are finding out which are helpful and 
willing to offer advice or mentor you.  

Try to shortlist the breeds you are 
interested in and then go to at least 
one cat show.  Before you go, get a 
copy of the ‘Standard of Points’ for the 
breeds you are interested in – these 
are usually available on-line from the 
governing bodies websites, such as 
TICA or GCCF. They describe in detail 

BECOMING A BREEDER
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what the perfect cat for that breed 
should look like. Watch the judging at 
the show and look carefully at the cats 
that are winning, to identify what is 
special about them, so you know what 
to look for in your first purchase of a 
breeding cat.  

But do bear in mind that the most 
beautiful, successful show cats do not 
always make the best parents. It is the 
parents of the winning cat who have 
produced that beauty.

So it is useful to get a copy of the 
show catalogue so that when you see 
a cat you like, you can see who the sire 
and dam are and perhaps then use the 
internet to find out who the owners of 
those cats are (i.e. what ‘lines’ they are 
from).

Having decided on the breed for 
you and armed with a list of breeders 
you would like to deal with, you are 
now ready to start your big adventure.

The Governing Body
If you want to register your kittens 

as pedigree cats or you want to show 

your cats, then you need to join one of 
the governing bodies (cat fancies) or 
an affiliated cat club.

You also need to apply for your 
prefix (your breeder name) from the 
governing body you choose to use.

The two largest governing bodies 
in the UK are The Governing Council 
of the Cat Fancy (GCCF), and The 
International Cat Association (TICA), 
though there are several others. 

Talk to other breeders about which 
governing body they prefer. My main 
reason for registering with TICA was 
the format of their cat shows and the 
fact that the majority of Bengal breed-
ers use TICA; but many other breed-
ers prefer GCCF or one of the other 
governing bodies may be the favourite 
one for a particular breed.

If you get it wrong, don’t worry. In 
some cases you can dual register your 
cats (register with two governing bod-
ies) or you can change to another later 
on. However, this can be an expensive 
task if you already have several cats 
and you might not get the same prefix 

with the new governing body. So it is 
worth investigating the rules and regu-
lations of each one, talking to other 
breeders and going to cat shows for 
different ones, to decide which is best 
for you.

Your prefix
You need to think about your prefix 

as soon as you have decided that you 
want to be a breeder and have de-
cided on your breed. Your prefix will 
be included in the name of every kitten 
you breed and identifies that you bred 
that cat.

Also, when buying a cat from an-
other breeder, you can add your prefix 
to the end of the cat’s name, as a suffix, 
to identify the cat as owned by you.

For the GCCF you must have been a 
member of a GCCF affiliated cat club 
for one year before you can apply for 
your prefix. If you have to register any 
kittens with the GCCF prior to getting 
your own prefix, then the kittens will 
be given an administrative prefix by 
the GCCF.

BECOMING A BREEDER
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For TICA you can apply for your 
prefix immediately you become a 
member of TICA. If you have to reg-
ister any kittens before you have your 
TICA prefix, they will be registered 
with just their name (no prefix).

You need to give some thought to 
your prefix. It must be different to any 
other prefix used by any other breed-
er, and each governing body has its 
own set of rules about what words can 
and cannot be used.  

You should also be careful about 
how many letters are in your prefix, as 
the governing bodies specify a maxi-
mum length to kitten names (including 
prefix) and every kitten name must be 
unique. If you use a long word for your 
prefix, you are limiting yourself as to 
how long the names of your kittens can 
be. Try to keep your prefix as short as 
possible, to allow plenty of spare let-
ters for the kitten name and for anyone 
buying your kittens to add their own 
suffix. 

It is a good idea when applying for 
your prefix to send in a selection of 

words you would like to use, just in 
case someone else has already taken 
the one at the top of your list.  

The TICA website has a list of pre-
fixes already in use by TICA breeders, 
so that you can check whether your 

favourite has already been used.
You will also probably want to use 

your prefix as your email address, 
and the URL for your website, so you 
may want to investigate whether that 
is available for purchase, or whether 
it is already being used by someone 
else. But don’t go spending any money 
on websites and email addresses until 
you have your prefix confirmed.

The next step is to buy your first 
breeding cat and we’ll cover that next 
time.

‘
‘

   I get great satisfaction from hearing about the 
               pleasure my kitten has given to its new family.

BECOMING A BREEDER
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AUSTRALIAN MIST

ROSE VALLEY. Australian Mist 
kittens. New breed to the UK. 
Claimed to be the perfect family 
cat. Special price to promote the 
breed. Spotted or marbelled in 
six colours. Tel 0118 9811109.  
Also Burmese kittens

BENGALS

OAKMERE HALL AMIGAMIA 
BENGALS AND RAGDOLLS. 
Alison Newman. Family reared 
indoors, well socialised, affec-
tionate from multi champion 
lines. GCCF/TICA ref TBRCC/
PBRCC VACC/INS. 
www.amigamia.co.uk 
Mid-Cheshire 01606-883528.

BIRMAN

JANDOUGLEN. Mrs Ann V 
C Mott Bury St Edmunds. 
*Birmans - Seals, Blues, 
Chocolates, Lilacs, Reds. Also 
Tabbies in these colours. 
01359 221200  
ann.mott@freeuk.com          
www.ann.mott.freeuk.com

BRITISH SHORTHAIR

CROWVALLEY. Mrs Betty 
Williams Pontypool F.A.B. 
Listed cattery breeder of British 
Shorthair Silver Tabby/Spotted 
and Black Smoke. All kittens are 
home reared with Ped/Reg/Vac/
Ins.flea & worm treated. 
Parents can be seen. 
01495 785546   
Williams0ja@btinternet.com
Crowvalleycattery.co.uk

KERNMERE BRITISH BLUES, 
Creams, Silvers, Colourpoints, 
Lilacs, Torties. 
Tel: 02476 681335  
Mobile: 07519972046
Email: jeanette.Knapp@
btinternet.com  
Web: www.kernmere-cats.com

LARNIKAT. British Shorthairs 
kittens, Colourpoints in all 
colours, + Tabby Colourpoints, 
selfs in Blues and Lilacs, 
sometimes Spotties and 
Tabbies. Reg/Vacc/Ins. Home-
reared. PKD-negative tested. 
01922-620505.W.Midlands.     
linda299ward@btinternet.com   
www.larnikat.com

LEAHSBLUES. British Shorthair 
- Blues, Blue Points, Chocolates, 
Maine Coons - Silvers, Blues, 
Torties & Reds. Reg/Vacc/Ins. 
01442 236860/07866 266477. 
johnbaxter@leahsblues.fsnet.
co.uk web: www.leahsblues.com

BURMESE

KATSACUTE BURMESE, most 
colours. Bred for temperament, 
substance and quality. House 
reared with children and dogs. 
Fully Vacc/Ins/Reg. Responsible 
homes only. Tel 0118-9811109. 
www.katsacute.co.uk   
Hants/Berks.border.

BURMILLA

GAZZELLA. Burmillas & Asian 
Smokes - Experienced breeder. 
Cats tested PKD negative Home 
reared, vaccinated and micro-
chipped kittens sometimes avail-
able. See website for current 
details. 
Gloucester 07507 649294. 

barbara@gazzellacats.co.uk 
www.gazzellacats.co.uk

COLOURPOINT

AMORAMIST COLOUR-
POINTS, chocolate torties and 
red points available. PKD nega-
tive. Micro chipped. 
01326 240907
mareenritchie@yahoo.co.uk 
www.amoramist.com

CORNISH REX
Curly coated Pedigree 
Cornish Rex kittens, vari-
ous colours, home reared, well 
socialised and used to dogs. 
This unusual breed makes fun 
loving, affectionate family pets. 
GCCF Reg/Vacc/Insurance/
Flea & Wormed/Microchipped. 
Enquiries welcome, contact: 
0208 641 5695 or email: 
cthompson1@blueyonder.co.uk

FOREIGN

MS MARJORIE DAVIDSON-
SMITH, Hatfield. Ootha. 
*Siamese, Foreign White & 
Oriental SH. Kittens sometimes 
available. 01707 264450 
pentirah5@ntlworld.com

KORATS

KOORAHK KORATS often 
have kittens available. Home 

reared with love. Registered, 
Vaccinated, Insured, 
Microchipped. Own stud. 
Tel  0161 281 6482. 
Email: koorahk_korats34@hot-
mail.com 
Web: www.koorahkkorats
direct.co.uk

MAINE COONS

AMORAMIST MAINE COONS 
Maureen Holden Ritchie. 
Breeding solid whites, tabbies 
with and without white, and 
solids. Champion lines. Persians 
and colourpoints. (winner of 
Supreme). All PKD  negative and 
reared underfoot.
01326 240907 
mareenholdenritchie@yahoo.
co.uk www.amoramist.com

LEAHSBLUES. Maine Coons 
- Silvers, Blues, Torties & Reds. 
British Shorthair - Blues, Blue 
Points, Chocolates, Reg/Vacc/
Ins. 01442 236860/07866 
266477.
johnbaxter@leahsblues.fsnet.
co.uk web: www.leahsblues.com

LUNARIS. Mrs Jean Brown 
Aldwincle Maine Coons - Quality 
home reared kittens sometimes 
available to approved homes. 
01832 720359 
ronbrown10@supanet.com 
www.lunaris.uk.com

You have seen the rest,
now ask the 'BEST'

www.bestofbritishshorthairs.co.uk

Telephone: 
Valerie: 01652 654574
Sharon: 02476 684350

We are a group of dedicated, 
experienced and well 
respected breeders of the 
British Shorthair Cat. If you 
need help, information or advice 
in choosing the ‘purrfect’ companion for 
you, whether you would like a kitten or 
an older cat, please contact us.
 THE MAINE COON 

CAT CLUB
GCCF AFFILIATED, ESTABLISHED 1985

For general information about
the breed or the club,

contact Steve Butters on 
0114 2692306

For details of kittens available 
countrywide, contact

Val Kaye on
01484 666728

Or visit the club’s web site at
www.maine-coon-cat-club.com

DIRECTORY  OF BREEDS
                        THE UK’S LEADING BREED-BY-BREED GUIDE TO CATS AND KITTENS FOR SALE

80-81_CW 459.indd   80 27/04/2016   10:11



 JUNE 2016  ■   CAT WORLD 81

NORWEGIAN FOREST

ELFENTANZ. Mrs Elinor M B 
Herbert Kirkcaldy. Norwegian 
Forest  Cats - Brown Tabby, 
White and  Black kittens    
01592 267002                      
elfentanz@btinternet.com    
www.elfentanznfc.co.uk

ORIENTALS

MS MARJORIE DAVIDSON-
SMITH, Hatfield. Ootha. 
*Siamese, Foreign White & 
Oriental SH. Kittens sometimes 
available. 01707 264450 
pentirah5@ntlworld.com

RAGAMUFFIN

RAGDOLL

EMERISLE CATS. Mrs 
Jeanette Fitzpatrick. Ragdolls 
- all patterns & colours. *Seal 
Colourpoint,   *Seal Tabby 
Colourpoint, *Blue Bi-Colour, 
*Cream, *Seal Mitted, *Blue 
Mitted. *Tiffanies. *Scottish 
Fold. *British Shorthair. TBRCC 
or PRBCC Breeder of the year 
1999- 2011. TBRCC breeder of 
the top Ragdoll 1993, 1995/96. 
Best Opposite Sex 1995/96. 
Breeder of Supreme Show 1999 
Top Ragdoll & sire of the first 
Ragdoll to win the UK Grand 
Title 2003. Breeder of the Best 
kitten, adult & neuter 1999-
2003. Established 27 years - our 
beautiful cats feature on ‘Its a 
Cats Life’ video, appeared on 
Granada Live TV and photo-
graphs regularly feature in all cat 
magazines. 

01943 461852 07774 650217 
fitzpatrick.jeanette@googlemail.
com www.emerisle-cats.co.uk

OAKMERE HALL AMIGAMIA 
BENGALS AND RAGDOLLS.
Alison Newman. Family reared 
indoors, well socialised, affec-
tionate from multi champion 
lines. GCCF/TICA ref TBRCC/
PBRCC VACC/INS.  
www.amigamia.co.uk  
Mid-Cheshire 01606-883528.

SIAMESE

Ms Marjorie Davidson-Smith, 
Hatfield. Ootha. *Siamese, 
Foreign White & Oriental SH. 
Kittens sometimes available. 
01707 264450 
pentirah5@ntlworld.com

SPHYNX

WOOZLES Mrs Sue Bloxham, 
Colchester. Sphynx - Happy 
outgoing personalities. Indoor 
homes. Various colours. 
01621 815769 
sue@woozlessphynxcats.co.uk 
www.woozles.uk.com

ALNAKEED SPHYNX world 
Champion babies to loving 
indoor homes. Kittens often 
available. All colours including 
Lilac. Tel: 01383-721311/07939 
116861. alnakeed@aol.com.  
Find me on Facebook under 
Carole Langham.

VARIOUS

EMERISLE KITTENS. Ragdolls 
from breeder of the year 11yrs 
running, Tiffanies, Scottish Fold, 
British Shorthair. 
07774-650217/01943-461852 
www.emerisle-cats.co.uk

USEFUL ADDRESSES
THE GOVERNING COUNCIL OF 
THE CAT FANCY, 
5 King’s Castle Business Park, The Drove, Bridg-
water, Somerset TA6 4AG. 
Tel: 01278 427 575
www.gccfcats.org/contact.html

FELISBRITANNICA
Office of the General Secretary, 63 Fingal Street, 
Greenwich, London SE10 0JL
Tel: 0208 858 5318
Email: felisbritannicasecretary@gmail.com
www.felisbritannica.co.uk

FELINE ADVISORY BUREAU
Taeselbury High Street, Tisbury,  
Wiltshire SP3 6LD 
Tel: 0870 742 2278 Fax: 01747 871873 
Email: catteries@fabcats.org
www.fabcats.org

THE INTERNATIONAL CAT ASSOCIATION
Phil Cornwell, Regional Director, 31 Louthe Way, 
Sawtry,  Cambridgeshire PE28 5TR
Tel: 01487 800014
www.tica-uk.org.uk

CATS PROTECTION
National Cat Centre, Chelwood Gate, 
Haywards Heath, West Sussex RH17 7TT. 
Tel: 08707 099 099  Fax: 08707 708265 
Helpline: 0300 12 12 12
www.cats.org.uk

BLUE CROSS
The Animal Hospital, Sheppard House, High 
Street,  Victoria, London SW1V 1QQ. 
Tel: 020 7834 1128

BATTERSEA DOGS & CATS HOME 
Tel: 020 7622 3626
LOST DOGS & CATS LINE:  
Tel: 0901 477 8477  
(calls cost 60p per minute)
BEHAVIOUR ADVICE LINE: 
Tel: 0905 020 0222  
(calls cost 25p per minute)
www.dogshome.org 

EVERYCAT UK
41 Randolph Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 4PP. 
Tel: 01634 575278
www.everycat.co.uk

ASSOCIATION OF PET BEHAVIOUR COUN-
SELLORS
For details of a behaviour counsellor 
in your area, send a SAE to: 
PO Box 46, Worcester WR8 9YS. 
Tel: 01386 751151

PETSEARCH UK
Nationwide network of free helplines and register 
for lost and found animals. 
851 Old Lode Lane, Solihull, West Midlands. 
Tel: 0121 743 4133

THE BLUE CROSS ANIMAL 
WELFARE SOCIETY
Shilton Road, Burford, Oxon OX18 4PF
Tel: 01993 822651

THE PET BEREAVEMENT SERVICE
Run jointly by the Society of Animal Studies and 
the Blue Cross. 
Freephone: 0800 096 6606, 
(between 8.30am and 5.30pm)

UK RagaMuffin 
Cat Society
For Authentic 

RagaMuffin kittens
Phone 01730 300692

www.ukrmcs.co.uk

DIRECTORY  OF BREEDS
                      TO BOOK YOUR ADVERT IN THE DIRECTORY OF BREEDERS CALL US ON 01903 884988

SHOWCASE
your special cat
Give your cat the recognition he 
or she deserves with a spot in Cat 
World’s prestigious breed gallery.

maria@ashdown.co.uk

call: 01903 884988 (opt. 2)

WWW.CATWORLD.CO.UK
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Solly! Get off!” My 
handsome Blue 
Point Siamese, 

Solly, was always strolling 
across my computer key-
board. He knew only too 
well that if he kept doing 
this, I was bound to give 
in. He looked very smug, 
knowing how easily he 
could distract me. 

“Now look at my letter! 
It’s full of funny symbols 
and things! How can I pos-
sibly email that?” 

Solly was a typical Sia-
mese, constantly seeking 
attention and never giving 
in until he got what he 
wanted. However, Solly did 
have one particular vice. 
Whilst most cats go out 
hunting mice and birds, 
Solly liked to ‘steal’ for 
a living, often fl uffy toys 
pilfered from unsuspecting 
children playing in their 
gardens. He frequently 
came home carrying more 
than just his guilty look. 

He was often seen lurk-
ing in bushes and then 
returning home some 
time later with ‘something’ 
fi rmly gripped between 
his jaws. His large sap-
phire blue eyes would dart 
suspiciously from side to 
side lest anyone had seen 
him.  

One particular day, not 
satisfi ed with having em-

bellished my email, Solly 
decided he would go out 
‘on a job’. Having noticed 
the kitchen window next 
door was open, he went 
to investigate. Next thing 
he jumped in through the 
window, his graceful agil-
ity enabling him to land 
without a sound. 

Once in, Solly jumped 
up on the Welsh dresser 
from where he could 
survey what was on the 
worktops. He noticed a 
shopping bag and decid-
ed he’d have a rummage. 

With one graceful leap, 
and a ‘stylish’ little skid, 
he landed on the worktop 
and promptly set about 
investigating what was on 
offer. Soon all that could 
be seen of Solly were his 
back legs and tail stick-
ing out from the top of 
the shopping bag whilst 
he delved deep inside. 
It wasn’t long before he 
came across a small 
plastic bag. 
Sniffi ng it 
he decided 
‘this’ was 
defi nitely 
worth taking. 

He hauled 
the bag along 
the surface 
and managed 
to pull it up to 
the open win-

dow. With some effort he 
managed to dangle it pre-
cariously from the window 
ledge and then drop it 
neatly into the grass below. 
Next thing he was drag-
ging the bag back home. 

Arriving at the cat fl ap, 
he concluded he would 
have to ‘reverse-in’ tail end 
fi rst, so as not to lose grip 
of the handles of the bag. 
Safely in he then skillfully 
negotiated the entire bag 
through the fl ap to join him 
on the other side. 

Excited by what he had 
accomplished ‘single-
pawed’ he let out a loud 
meow to alert me to the 
fact he was home. As I 
tended to ignore the odd 
meow or two, he sat there 
yowling away. Unable to 
ignore the incessant cater-
wauling any more, I came 
down to see what all the 
commotion was about. 

Solly was feeling very 
proud of himself 
despite the fact his 
jaw probably ached 
from dragging the 
bag. 

I looked in-
side and couldn’t 
believe my eyes. 
It was a pork joint 
together with sage 
and onion stuffi ng! 

“Oh no! Solly! 
Where on earth 

did you get this?” It was 
then I noticed the kopen 
window next door. For-
tunately my neighbour 
Christine loved Solly 
and was very tolerant of 
this wayward creature. I 
knocked on her door with 
a rather fl ushed face. 

“Solly brought this pork 
joint home and I think it 
might be yours. It doesn’t 
look like he’s actually ‘got’ 
to any of it,” I said, relieved 
when Christine saw the 
funny side of it. 

It was then I decided 
Solly needed something to 
take his mind off pilfering. 
A companion was prob-
ably the solution. I found a 
Siamese breeder not too 
far from where I lived.  

That very same even-
ing I brought home a little 
fourteen-week-old female 
Seal Point Siamese that I 
had fallen in love with the 
moment I saw her and 
Solly did too. I called her 
Sasha. 

From that day Solly’s 
days of crime were num-
bered as he became too 
busy playing with Sasha. 
The two cats adored each 
other and always slept 
cuddled up together. The 
only downside was that I 
had an extra set of paws 
assisting me with my 
emails! 

CATTY CHATTER

TAIL END
Anna Crowhurst swapped camera for keyboard to write this 
tribute to Solly, a very loving, loyal and intelligent Siamese

despite the fact his 
jaw probably ached 
from dragging the 
bag. 

side and couldn’t 
believe my eyes. 
It was a pork joint 
together with sage 
and onion stuffi ng! 
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make sure your new kitten 
gets the food they need

learn more at sureflap.com/surefeed

Designed for multi-pet homes to 
stop pets stealing each other’s food

PETCARE INNOVATION

FEED
TM
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