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I
n this issue our main feature looks at 
the current state of the Royal Navy and 
assesses the challenges it faces in the 
medium term. While one of the main 
highlights of the maritime scene in 2017 

will be the launch of the new aircraft carrier 
HMS Queen Elizabeth, the biggest warship 
ever built in Britain, this ship and the fuss 
surrounding her are masking the fact that the 
Royal Navy now has fewer ships at its disposal 
than at any time in its history.

The Strategic Defence and Security Review 
of 2010 shaped the Navy in its current form, by 
implementing a series of budgetary cutbacks, 
justified by the government stating ‘there was 
no immediate threat to its [Britain’s] security 
or national interests’. Since then, the Defence 
Review of 2015 identified four threats to UK 
security, including terrorism and cyber attacks, 

none of which could be dealt with directly by 
the navy as it currently operates. 

Successive governments have made cuts 
to the navy’s budget, but bearing in mind the 
nature of current security threats, the actual 
purpose of the service is in many respects 
rather unclear. Navies are not suited to dealing 
with terrorist incidents, which is probably the 
main armed challenge faced by the UK at the 
moment, nor with cyber attacks. 

The Navy has seen early withdrawal of many 
of its key ships over the past few years, while 
the development and building of new craft has 
taken longer than anticipated, and proved to 
be much more expensive. So it leaves open the 
question, what is the future for the Royal Navy, 
and what is its role in the 21st century?

Nicholas Leach
Editor

sm.ed@kelsey.co.uk
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 ACCIDENT
The MAIB investigated the collision 
between the forest product carrier 
Saga Sky and the anchored rock barge 
Stema Barge II off the port of Dover 
on 20 November 2016 during Storm 
Angus. The collision occurred as Saga 
Sky was caught out by the strong 
winds as she manoeuvred clear of the 
shipping channel. Despite deploying 
two anchors, Saga Sky drifted into the 
anchored barge in the bad weather. 

Non-essential crew were evacuated 
from Saga Sky and there were 
no injuries. Both vessels suffered 
signi� cant hull damage. A helicopter 

rescue carried out the air lift from the 
cargo ship following the collision as 
Storm Angus swept across southern 
England. Of the 23-man crew, 11 were 
airlifted from the 200m vessel, which 
began taking on water and lost power 
and steering following the collision 
with the barge, which was loaded with 
rocks, three miles out to sea.

Two helicopters and lifeboats from 
Dover and Dungeness were sent to 
deal with what the coastguard called 
a major incident. The severe weather 
meant that the cargo vessel was swept 
onto the Varne sandbank, but the 
remaining 12 crew members were later 
able to move her to clearer waters.

Collision in the Channel 

ABOVE The product carrier Saga Sky at anchor in the Channel, with Dover lifeboat 
and an MCA helicopter in attendance on 20 November 2016. The incident made the 
national headlines during the period of strormy weather in southern England.

WATERFRONT

ABOVE The Damen-built tug SMS Shoalbuster, which was away for six months, 
with crew changes at each stop, has undertaken some long tows. DAMEN

Tug’s transatlantic double
 SHOALBUSTER TUG
SMS Shoalbuster, a 26m Damen 
Shoalbuster 2609 owned and 
operated by GSS Marine Services, 
based in Rosyth, Scotland, 
has recently completed a 
14,572-nautical-mile round trip that 
included two transatlantic crossings.

When the 2009-built SMS 
Shoalbuster (212gt) departed 
Stathelle, Norway in early 2016, it was 
not realised that she would be gone 
for so long or sail so far. She was on 
charter to tow some � oating pipes 
to Puerto Plata in the Dominican 

Republic, a distance of 4,400 nautical 
miles. However, while she was 
underway, GSS was offered a second 
job. This involved towing a dredger 
from the Dominican Republic 
3,700nm to Vitoria, just south of the 
equator on the coast of Brazil. 

Then a third contract came in 
while Shoalbuster was at sea, this one 
involving towing a crane barge from 
Vitoria to Setubal in Portugal. On 
this leg the tug faced bad weather in 
the Atlantic, forcing it to slow down 
to protect the crane on the barge. 
From Setubal it was then a relatively 
short trip back up to Rotterdam. 

Ulstein targets cruise ship market
 CRUISE NEWS
With a downturn in the offshore 
oil sector, Norway’s Ulstein Verft, a 
traditional builder for that market, is 
turning its attention to cruise ships 
and has recently released a number 
of new designs, several featuring its 
unique X-Bow design. These vessels, 
which could be built with alternative 
materials, would feature fuel-ef� cient 
propulsion systems combined with 

highly ef� cient hull forms to minimise 
emissions and provide extremely low 
energy consumption levels. 

All passengers would be 
accommodated in ocean-view cabins 
and suites, most with balconies. 
Because it has not built such vessels 
before, Ulstein will � rst complete an 
88.5m by 16.3m private luxury yacht 
that will incorporate an X-Bow, and 
this is due to be delivered by the � rst 
quarter of 2018.  

At the same time, it is undertaking 
an extensive upgrading of the 
existing exploration cruise vessel Sea 
Adventurer, which will have her  main 
engines and gearing replaced, while 
cabin capacity will be expanded and 
public spaces upgraded. The 100m 
cruise ship was built in 1975 as Alia 
Tarasova and is currently owned by 
Adventure Partners Ltd. Following 
renovation she will be chartered to 
Seattle-based Quark Expeditions. JS

ABOVE Carnival’s new cruise ships will 
be powered by Caterpillar Marine MaK 
16 M 46 DF dual-fuel engines. CAT

Cats for 
Carnival
 CRUISE SHIP ENGINES
Carnival Corporation has chosen to 
power four LNG-fuelled cruise ships it 
has on order at the Meyer Werft yards 
in Papenburg, Germany and Turku, 
Finland with Caterpillar Marine MaK 16 
M46DF dual-fuel engines. Caterpillar 
will also provided full LNG supply and 
handling systems for the vessels, 
including its Caterpillar Engine Control 
Units (ECU), which will allow the engines 
to be started using LNG from the very 
beginning. The ships are to be delivered 
in 2019 and 2020 for operation by the 
Costa and Aida brands. JS
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 THAMES FERRY
Transport for London has ordered two 
new ferries from Poland’s Remontowa 
yard in Gdansk for the Thames 
crossing between Woolwich and North 
Woolwich, with Norwegian Electric 
Systems contracted to provide a LMG 
Marin 60-DEH propulsion system with 
the latest green energy. 

The Thames service, famously 
free to passengers and drivers, 
has been operating since 1889 and 

carries around 20,000 vehicles and 
2.6 million passengers a year, with 
present Dundee-built vessels Ernest 
Bevin, James Newman and John 
Burns, all dating from 1963, named 
after prominent London politicians.

Normally two of the three are in 
weekday service, with departures 
every nine minutes, and a single-
ship service runs every 16 minutes 
at weekends. The service provides a 
vital alternative for lorries too high to 
use the Blackwall Tunnel. RP

New ferries for Woolwich

ABOVE Built for Eimskip in 2006 as 
Storfoss, the 2,700dwt refrigerator 
ship Nordkinn will move back into the 
Eimskip fleet. FRODE ADOLFSEN

An impression 
of new ferries for 

the Thames crossing between 
Woolwich and North Woolwich.
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news
First dual-fuel 
LNG car carrier 
named

 NEW CAR CARRIERS
The world’s � rst dual-fuel LNG Pure 
Car Truck Carrier (PCTC) Auto Eco 
was formal named at a ceremony at 
Zeebrugge on 21 November 2016. 
Representatives of United European 
Car Carriers’ (UECC) owners, NYK and 
Wallenius, along with UECC’s customers 
and partners, were in attendance.

Auto Eco, built by Kawasaki Heavy 
Industries and delivered at the end of 
September 2016, measures 181m by 
30m and can accommodate 3,985 units 
of cars capable over ten decks. She is 
powered by a MAN B&W 8S50MEC8.2GI 
engine. The dual-fuel LNG propulsion 
system allows the vessel to complete a 
14-day round-trip voyage solely on LNG 
without refuelling. 

Auto Eco exceeds existing emissions 
regulations, allowing her to trade in any 
Environment Control Area, worldwide. 
She has been constructed to meet the 
highest ice class standard, as she may 
be required to work in the Baltic. The 
contract to build two dual-fuel PCTCs 
was signed by UECC on 6 March 2014 
with Kawasaki Heavy Industries at the 
NACKS yard in China. 

Eimskip buy 
Nor Lines
 TAKEOVER
Iceland-based Eimskip Ltd plans 
to acquire Norway’s Nor Lines for 
approximately €15 million, as well as 
the company’s 2,700dwt refrigerator 
ship Nordkinn, with the deal expected 
to close over the next several weeks. 
Eimskip is currently operating seven 
side-loading reefers between Norway, 
the Netherlands and the UK. The 
acquisition of Nor Lines will allow 
this ¢ eet to be reduced to � ve ships, 
four of which will be chartered, while 
service will be extended to Germany. JS

 NEWS IN BRIEF
RECORD DAY AT DOVER • The 
Port of Dover recorded its 
busiest ever day ever for freight 
traf� c, handling 10,558  vehicles 
on 23 November 2016, a � gure 
almost 500 higher than the 
previous record, and equivalent 
to four extra ferry loads or 
9km of traf� c. This high builds 
on a three per cent growth in 
freight during the third quarter 
of 2016 at Europe’s busiest ferry 
port, which handles 17 per cent 
of UK trade in goods. Dover had 
seen a marginal shift away to 
other ports in recent times due 
to issues at Calais. These have 
eased following the closure of 
the ‘Jungle’, and Dover is back 
to breaking records. RP

NUCLEAR ICEBREAKERS • The 
Russian government is providing 
funds to guarantee radiation 
safety as three Atom� ot nuclear 
icebreakers are dismantled over 
the next decade. The 1978-built 
Sibir will be the � rst ship to 
undergo the process at the 
Nerpa Shipyard near Murmansk. 
This is the � rst time a nuclear 
icebreaker has been dismantled. 
Sibir was retired from service in 
1993 and her spent nuclear fuel 
was unloaded in 1993. Arktika 
and Rossiya, currently in ‘cold 
shutdown’, are expected to 
follow Sibir, with the three ships 
to be replaced by three new 
nuclear icebreakers being built, 
two of which will assume the 
names Sibir and Arktika. JS

NEW RO-PAX FOR CHINA • 
China’s Huanghai Shipbuilding 
yard at Shidao has delivered the 
34,722gt ro-pax ferry Huadong 
Pearl VIII to compatriot 
operator Rongcheng Huadong 
Ferry Co Ltd for operation 
between Shidaon, China and 
Inchon, South Korea. The 
196.3m by 28.6m vessel can 
accommodate 1,500 passengers 
and has 2,100 lane metres. JS 

NEW FOR CASPIAN SEA • The 
Azerbaijan Caspian Shipping 
Company has contracted the 
locally-based Baku Shipyard to 
build two 5,540dwt ro-ro rail 
ferries to a design from Ukraine’s 
Marine Engineering Bureau that 
will transport a mix of rail cars, 
vehicles and passengers on the 
Caspian Sea. JS

The innovative Auto Eco is 
the world’s first dual-fuel 

LNG Pure Car Truck Carrier 
(PCTC). COMPANY PHOTO
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WATERFRONT

 HYBRID FERRY 
Caledonian MacBrayne achieved a 
second success in the space of three 
years when receiving the 2016 Electric 
and Hybrid Propulsion System award 
for the recently introduced passenger 
and car ferry Catriona at a presentation 
during the Electric and Hybrid Marine 
Awards event in Amsterdam. 

The first vessel to be completed by 
the newly formed Ferguson Marine 
operation at Port Glasgow on the Clyde 
and costing £12.3 million, Catriona 
serves the Claonaig-Lochranza route 
linking the Isle of Arran with Kintyre. 

She follows sisterships Hallaig (Hybrid 
System award winner in 2013) and 
Lochinvar. They currently run from 
Sconser, Skye to Raasay and on the 
Mallaig-Armadale crossing.

Catriona can carry 150 passengers 
and 23 cars or two HGVs, and 
incorporates a low-carbon hybrid 
system of diesel electric and lithium 
battery power, with batteries charged 
using shore power while the vessel lies 
alongside overnight. Erik Ostergaard, 
chairman of ferry owners CMAL, said: 
‘We are very proud that the design and 
construction of this new class of ferry 
was carried out in Scotland’. RP

Cal Mac vessel gains award

Abis Shipping hits stormy weather

ABOVE Poole’s all-weather lifeboat City of Sheffield is escorted out of the 
harbour by her two replacements on 12 November 2016. NICHOLAS LEACH

Farewell to a lifeboat

 POOLE HARBOUR

On 12 November 2016 the 47ft Tyne 
all-weather lifeboat City of Sheffield 
left Poole lifeboat station for the last 
time. She has been there since 2001, 
but now the coast around Poole Bay 
and harbour will be served by the 
25-knot Shannon class lifeboat at 
Swanage, the 25-knot Severn class 
at Yarmouth (IOW), together with 
ILBs from Mudeford and Poole, as 

the RNLI look to replace the 17-knot 
Tynes and operate a fleet consisting 
of 25-knot all-weather lifeboats.

A D class inflatable ILB has been 
stationed at Poole, and will work 
alongside the station’s existing 
Atlantic 85. The last volunteer RNLI 
Coxswain at Poole, Jonathan Clark, 
took the wheel for the Tyne’s final 
launch, and with other long-serving 
crew made a farewell trip round the 
harbour and out to sea. 

Salmon 
well boat
 NEWBUILD
Well boats are used to transport live 
fish, and one of the latest incorporates 
a diesel/electric system to provide 
propulsion as well as to power a large 
number of pumps and processing 
equipment. Completed by Fitjar 
Mekaniske Verkstad for the Lerøy 
Seafood Group, the 78.75m Seihav uses 
three CAT C280-6 diesel generator sets, 
each of 1,825kW, to provide power to 
two independent AC electric motors that 
drive a single CPP propeller. The tanks 
are capable of holding up to 4,000m3 of 
live salmon. The new vessel is operating 
along the Norwegian coast. JS

ABOVE Built to transport live salmon, 
the recently delivered 3,440gt Seihav 
makes use of a highly redundant 
diesel/electric propulsion system. FMV

ABOVE Award-winning Caledonian MacBrayne ferry Catriona. MARITIME PHOTOGRAPHIC

 COMPANY NEWS
A dozen ships of financially pressed 
Dutch operator Abis Shipping were 
put up for auction at the end of 
November 2016, all seized on behalf 
of lead creditor Rabobank and held at 
two Dutch ports to await their fate. 
Established in 2007, Abis has nine 

other ships that are still trading while 
negotiations for a financial solution 
continue. It has specialised in small 
heavylift/multipurpose vessels handling 
project cargoes and containers. 

Another company, the Flinter Group, 
one of the top ten largest shipowners 
in the Netherlands, is also on the ropes. 
ING Bank, who had been providing 

loans for nine of the 35 ships in 
Flinter’s fleet, decided to stop loaning, 
and Flinter, founded in 1989, has asked 
ING to sell the vessels. JS/RC

ABOVE A dozen small heavy-lift/
multipurpose vessels operated by Abis 
Shipping are up for auction due to the 
firm’s financial difficulties. ABIS SHIPPING
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 SOLENT SERVICES
The � rst steel was cut at Turkey’s 
Cemre Shipyard in November 2016 
for Wightlink’s new passenger and 
vehicle ferry due to enter service on 
the Portsmouth-Fishbourne route in 
summer 2018. The order is part of a 
£45 million ‘Investing for the Future’ 
programme for the operator, which 
was acquired  by Balfour Beatty 
Infrastructure in February 2015. 

Wightlink claim the 1,000-passenger/ 
178-car double-ended vessel will be the 
most environmentally-friendly ferry 
ever ordered for Solent service. Built 
at Yalova, she will use four six-cylinder 
Wärtsilä 20 generating sets with electrical 
and automation systems and a sanitary 
discharge system. Motion activated LED-
lighting is also expected to signi� cantly 
reduce the carbon footprint. 

The investment will also see double-
deck vehicle boarding ramps � tted at 

both Portsmouth’s Gunwharf Terminal 
and Fishbourne, together with various 
terminal improvements. Currently the 
Remontowa, Poland-built 5,359gt St 
Clare, introduced in 2001, is the largest 
Fishbourne route vessel; she is capable 
of handling 800 passengers and 200 
cars. Support comes from Selby-built 
sisters St Celia (1987) and St Faith (1990) 
taking 1,000 passengers and 142 cars 
on the 45-minute crossings, with up to 
36 return trips a day. 

Expansion milestone for P&O Ferries
 ZEEBRUGGE PORT
P&O Ferries formally opened its 
expanded terminal at Zeebrugge 
in November 2016, doubling port 
capacity for services across the North 
Sea to Tilbury, Hull and Middlesbrough 
Teesport. It was enlarged by 14 
hectares, and included a fourth 
berth. Rail infrastructure has also 
been signi� cantly enhanced to handle 
incoming services from Europe.

Chief executive Helen Deeble said: 
‘As the British economy continues to 
grow, we have made this investment 

because we have con� dence we can 
provide a one-stop transport solution 
for Continental exporters who want 
to do business with the important 
UK market.’ She added that P&O now 
have the capacity to conclude new 

partnerships, such as the existing one 
with Swedish Orient Line which links 
the Zeebrugge hub to Gothenburg.  
During 2016 P&O Ferries celebrated 
the 50th anniversary of operations 
in the Belgian port.

FERRYRussell Plummer
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EL VENIZELOS • The ANEK ferry 
returned to Greece after a 
charter to Africa Morocco Link for 
service between Algeciras and 
Tanger Med. She was one of four 
ships ordered by Stena in 1979, 
but the order was cancelled and 
completion for ANEK did not take 
place until 1992. NIKOS THRYLOS

FLORENCIA • Naples-based Grimaldi 
has bought into Italian short sea 
operator TTT Lines, taking a 50 
per cent share, with Emanuele 
Grimaldi con� rming that the 
group is also interested in taking 
a stake in Ro-Port Mos, who 
operate Venice’s ro-ro terminal. 
TTT Lines run a series of chartered 
vessels, including the Grimaldi-
owned Florencia (2004/23,602gt) 
on the Naples-Catania and 
Salerno-Messina routes, and was 
previously entirely controlled by 
Caronte&Tourist Group.

EXPRESS • The ex-Irish Sea high 
speed ferry’s � rst season for 
Gotlandsbaten was unsuccessful 
and will not be repeated in 2017. 
Instead the 91m Incat, which as 
Catalonia set an Atlantic crossing 
record time in 1998, is being 
offered for charter. She ran Larne 
to Troon/Cairnryan for P&O.

EGREMONT • After many years in 
Devon owned by the Egremont 
Trust serving as a sailing club 
headquarters at Salcombe, the 
former Mersey Ferry, delivered 
from Dartmouth in 1952, entered 
dry dock at Sharpness to begin 
a major restoration, which 
started with high pressure steel 
cleaning and ultra sound testing. 
Egremont ran on the Mersey until 
1976 and the current re� t has been 
� nanced by a major fund-raising 
effort in Salcombe and a wide 
surrounding district.

 BRIEF NEWS
HYTHE FERRY • Staff working 
on the long-established 
Southampton Water passenger 
ferry link between Hythe and 
Southampton Town Quay have 
received letters warning of 
possible redundancies. The 
service is currently subsidised 
by Hampshire County Council, 
whose member Malcolm Wade 
said the authority would 
continue to give � nancial backing 
to either current operator Hythe 
Ferry Ltd or another company. 

COWES DELAY • The new £3.2 
million Cowes chain ferry is 
now due to reach the Isle of 
Wight in late February after 
completion by Welsh builder 
Mainstay Marine Solutions was 
delayed by what are described 
as ‘technical and design issues.’ 
It is expected that the tow from 
Pembroke Dock to Cowes will 
take six days and follows work 
to resurface the slipways at 
West and East Cowes.

ITALIE • After being laid up for 
a decade, the paddle vessel 
from CGN’s Lake Geneva ¤ eet 
returned to service with special 
sailings in November 2016 from 
Geneva and Lausanne before 
running weekend Lausanne-St 
Gingolph trips for the French 
border village’s Christmas 
Market until 18 December 2016. 
Built as a steamer in 1908, she 
was � tted with diesel electric 
engines in 1958, and these 
have been replaced by new 
units, with all passenger areas 
renovated during time in the 
covered dry dock at CGN’s 
Lausanne Bellerive base. 

Chartered from Bore Line, the 1999-built Norsky is 
on P&O’s Tilbury-Zeebrugge run.

St Clare, dating from 2001, is 
currently the biggest vessel 
in the Wightlink which is set 
to welcome a new vessel in 
2018. ANDREW COOKE

Work begins on ‘friendly’ ferry
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Ten more 
years for 
Brittany 
Ferries
 WESTERN CHANNEL 
Brittany Ferries is to continue as 
the principal user of Portsmouth 
International Ferry after Portsmouth 
City Council leader Donna Jones signed 
what is described as a ‘lucrative deal’ 
covering the next ten years. 

The new agreement replaced a 
contract which expired at the end 
of December 2016 and runs through 
to 2027. Brittany Ferries expressed 
delight as well, with a spokesman 
commenting: ‘We’re very happy 
with the deal, which follows careful 
negotiation with our partners at the 
City Council. The deal is good for the 
people of Portsmouth and good for 
ferry travellers.’

Brittany Ferries is the International 
Port’s only continuous customer since 
the opened in 1976 and the operater 
currently sees cruise ferries Bretagne, 
Cap Finistere, Mont St Michel, 
Normandie and Pont-Aven running 
to ports in France and Northern 
Spain, with seasonal high-speed links 
by catamaran Normandie Express to 
Cherbourg and ‘Economie’ services 
to Le Havre and Santander by ro-pax 
vessels Baie-de-Seine and Étretat.

Ramsgate starts renovation of berth
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SNOWDROP • The Mersey Ferries 
vessel given dazzle paint in 2014 
to mark the centenary of World 
War I is to keep the striking colour 
scheme, designed by Sir Peter 
Blake, for a further two years and 
not be restored to original livery 
during 2017 as � rst planned. 

DUKE OF LANCASTER • A petition 
has been started in Mostyn, 
North Wales calling on the local 
council to scrap the former 
Heysham-Belfast ferry, which has 
been beached since 1979 and is 
currently deteriorating after the 
failure of efforts to develop the 
1956-built turbine steamer as an 
entertainments centre. Duke of 
Lancaster cruised to Scotland and 
Scandinavian ports in her early 
years, before she was converted 
into a stern-loading car ferry in 
1970, taking 105 vehicles.

SOROY • Norway’s last operational 
combined passenger and cargo 
ferry has been sold by Boreal 
Transport Nord to Taio Shipping 
for service in the Cook Islands. A 
lengthy delivery voyage to the 
Paci� c Ocean was completed in 
November 2016. The vessel, built in 
1967, has been renamed Moana Mui.

EUROPEAN VOYAGER • Moby 
Lines has bought the 1974-built 
German-built ro-pax from 
European Ferries. The 9,099gt 
vessel carries 1,200 passengers 
with 463 lane metres of car deck 
space. She � rst ran for Sweden’s 
Lion Ferry, before joining 
Corsica Ferries as Corsica Serena 
Seconda in 1983. The name was 
changed to European Voyager 
on 2011. She will run as Moby 
Niki for service on Moby Lines’ 
Piombino-Elba passenger and 
vehicle line.

Ardrossan Troon ports in battle 
 CLYDE ESTUARY
A tussle has started between the 
neighbouring west Scotland mainland 
ports of Ardrossan and Troon over the 
future of the Caledonian MacBrayne 
ferry service to the Isle of Arran.

Troon operator Associated British 
Ports (ABP) � red the � rst shot with 
a promise to invest £6 million in a 
new terminal building if Transport 
Scotland approve a move for the 
two-ship service. Now there is growing 

support to keep the Cal Mac operation 
at Ardrossan, with Scottish Parliament 
member Kenneth Gibson warning that 
jobs could be lost and ticket prices 
would increase, with the local economy 
suffering from any relocation.

MSP Gibson also pointed out that 
the sea journey to Troon is several 
nautical miles longer and, while the 
ABP port is closer to Glasgow, it lacks 
a harbour rail station and Ardrossan’s 
fully integrated transport system. 

Troon has been without a ferry 

service since P&O Ferries withdrew 
the seasonal high speed link with 
Larne operated by 81m Incat Express 
(1998/5,902gt) from 2005 until sailings 
to � nished in September 2015. 

Introduction of the ‘road 
equivalent tariff’, with ferry fares 
matching that of road travel for the 
same distance, has boosted summer 
traf� c to the Isle of Arran and the 
route will receive one of two new 
hi-tech vessels under construction by 
Ferguson Marine on the Clyde.

 COUNCIL DECISION
The Port of Ramsgate has had no ferry 
user since the collapse of TransEuropa 
Ferries in 2014, but owners Thanet 
District Council are looking to 
the future and have brought in 
Burgess Marine to push ahead with a 
modernisation programme.

The largest mobile crane in the UK 
was assembled, after arriving on 17 
low loader HGVs, to help refurbish the 
double-decked berth, which allows 

Caledonian 
Isles has been 

mainstay of the 
Arran service 

from Ardrossan 
since completion 

in 1993.

lorries to be loaded or unloaded on 
two levels of a ferry at the same time, 
the crane removing all four ramp 
transition sections for re� t. 

Starting late in October, the 
project lasted seven weeks and 
Thanet Council’s cabinet member 
for regeneration, Hunter Stummer-
Schmertzing, said: ‘This is another 
example of the council taking action 
to improve the port’s facilities and 
supports our message that we’re open 
for business. We are working hard to 

ABOVE Ramsgate boom times, with 
Sally Line’s Viking Sally during nine years 
on the Dunkirk route. RUSSELL PLUMMER

ensure that infrastructure at the port 
is modernised and competitive to put 
us in the best possible position.’

ABOVE Baie de Seine loading for Spain 
at Portsmouth International Ferry Port. 
RUSSELL PLUMMER
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Order con� rmed for second ship
 SAGA CRUISES
It appears that, with little publicity, 
Saga Cruises has con� rmed the option 
for a second ship with Meyer Werft at 
Papenburg, for delivery in 2021. The 
new ships will have a length of 236m, a 
beam of 31.2m and a gross tonnage of 
56,850. Although rather larger than the 
existing ships, passenger capacity has 

been kept below 1,000 (conveniently 
999), giving a passenger to space ratio 
not greatly dissimilar to that of the 
700-passenger, 37,049gt Saga Sapphire. 

Possible names have not yet been 
announced for either ship, the � rst 
of which is due to enter service in 
the summer of 2019. Meanwhile, 
Saga Sapphire will celebrate the 20th 
anniversary of Saga Cruises in May, 

when she embarks on a voyage that 
replicates some of the port calls made 
by Saga Rose on her � rst cruise in 
1997. In the intervening 20 years the 
company has operated just � ve ships, 
the others being Saga Ruby (1972, 
ex-Vistafjord, now Oasia, to become 
a hotel in Burma), Saga Pearl (1989, 
currently Minerva) and Saga Pearl II 
(1980), which is still in service.

 PRINCESS CRUISES 
The summer of 2018 promises to 
produce a bumper crop of Princess 
Cruises’ ships in Europe. Southampton 
appears to be the winner, with the 
3,560-passenger Royal Princess 
(2013/142,714gt) and Sapphire Princess 
(2004/115,875gt, 2,674 passengers) 
both homeporting there for the � rst 
time. Royal Princess is a close sister 
of P&O Cruises’ Britannia, but without 
the latter’s best bar – the Crows Nest. 
On the Princess ship, cabins occupy 
this prime space. 

Neither ship has been based in 
Southampton before, although Royal 

Princess was there brie� y in 2013, 
when she was named by Catherine, 
Duchess of Cambridge. Sapphire 
Princess has in recent years been 
based in South East Asia and Japan. 

The smallest ship in the � eet, 
the 684-passenger Paci� c Princess 
(1999/30,277gt), will spend the summer 
of 2018 based in Dover, while Regal 
Princess, a sister to Royal Princess, will 
offer Scandinavian itineraries from 
Copenhagen, and Crown Princess will 
sail in the Mediterranean. Caribbean 
Princess (112,894gt) will be on home 
ground, as it were, when Princess 
Cruises resumes summer Caribbean 
sailings after a gap of three years.

Big European season

Saga Sapphire will 
undertake the 

company’s Anniversary 
Cruise. WILLIAM MAYES

Sapphire Princess will make her first UK call in 2018. RICK FRENDT
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 BRIEF NEWS
COSTA • When Costa 
neoRomantica goes east in 2017, 
it will be to Japan rather than 
China, in an effort to enter that 
largely untapped market.

P&O CRUISES • Oriana will 
undergo a comprehensive 
re� t during November and 
December 2016, with all public 
spaces being updated, but 
without ‘losing any of the ship’s 
unique charm’. Cabins will 
receive new soft furnishings 
and bathrooms will be given 
attention. Possibly the biggest 
job will be reupholstering the 
seats in the Theatre Royal.

VIRGIN VOYAGES • Virgin Cruises 
has rebranded itself as Virgin 
Voyages, some years before its 
� rst ship is due to be delivered. 
The company has now signed 
a contract with Fincantieri 
for the construction of three 
110,000gt, 2,700-passenger 
vessels, the � rst of which 
should enter service in 2020.

ROYAL CARIBBEAN • Following 
damage sustained by Adventure 
of the Seas at the Grand Bahama 
Shipyard, Royal Caribbean 
has scaled back the re� t and 
upgrade of in order to avoid 
any cruise cancellations. Some 
of the work was completed by 
14 November 2016, when the 
ship left the shipyard, but other 
renovations are continuing 
while the ship is in service.

NCL • Steel-cutting for 
Norwegian Bliss began at the 
Meyer Werft yard in Papenburg 
on 31 October 2016. This ship is 
said to be designed for Alaska 
cruising, but quite how that 
works for the six or seven 
months each year when she 
is not in Alaska remains to be 
seen. The hull art for this ship, 
which is due in service in the 
spring of 2018, will be by the 
American artist Roger Wyland. 

THOMSON • An engine room � re 
aboard Thomson Majesty in late 
October 2016 while the ship was 
sailing from Livorno to Corsica 
led to the ship returning to 
Livorno for repairs. The damage 
was minor, but the extra two 
days in port for repairs caused 
the loss of two port calls.

Around 
the ports
 PORT NEWS
• In 2018 Celebrity Cruises will 
base Celebrity Silhouette in Dublin 
for a series of � ve cruises. This is 
believed to be the � rst occasion 
that a major cruise will have used 
Dublin as a homeport. 
• Port Canaveral’s cruise terminal 
reopened on 12 November 2016 
after a $35 million, six-month 
expansion and upgrade. The new 
facility will be able to handle up to 
5,500 passengers at a time. 
• Many members of Amsterdam 
City Council would like to see the 
port’s cruise terminal relocated to 
the west of the city in an effort to 
reduce congestion in the centre.
• NCL’s new Harvest Caye in Belize 
was inaugurated on 17 November 
2016 with the arrival of Norwegian 
Dawn, carrying 2,340 passengers. 
The new destination has taken four 
years to develop.
• The Port Authority of Jamaica 
plans to upgrade the island’s cruise 
ports. The works include renovation 
at Falmouth and provision of an 
LNG facility at Montego Bay.
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Encore named in 
Singapore

 SEABOURN
The � rst of the two 600-passenger 
cruise ships on order for Seabourn 
Cruise Line, Seabourn Encore, will 
be named in Singapore on 7 January 
2017 by the British soprano Sarah 
Brightman. The new ship, which 
completed her sea trials on 7 
November 2016, is the largest unit to 
serve up to now in the Seabourn � eet, 
with a passenger capacity of 600, 

compared with the 450 passengers 
carried by the Odyssey class trio.  

Seabourn Encore’s maiden season 
sees her leave Piraeus on 4 December 
2016 before heading through the 
Suez Canal and on to the Middle East, 
India, SE Asia and Australia. After a 
voyage to New Zealand, she will then 
make her way back to Europe for a 
Mediterranean season, starting from 
Piraeus on 6 May. At the end of this 
� rst season she will leave Civitavecchia 

on 4 October bound for Australia.  
Although Seabourn Encore’s 

passenger capacity is a third higher than 
that of the Odyssey class ships, her gross 
tonnage is greater by only a quarter, 
40,350gt compared with 32,477gt. The 
new ship, which is 12m longer (210m) 
than her older � eetmates, has an 
additional deck housing cabins, a larger 
restaurant and a Sushi bar. The new 
ships are being built by Fincantieri’s 
Breda shipyard near Venice.

The 600-passenger 
Seabourn Encore has just 

come into service. SEABOURN

 CORINTH CANAL 
On 8 November 2016 a new record 
was set for the largest ship to have 
completed a transit of the Corinth 
Canal when Celestyal Cruises’ 19,093gt 
Celestyal Nefeli sailed from the Aegean 
Sea to the Gulf of Corinth and on into 
the Ionian Sea. Although plans were 
drawn up for a canal to cut through 
the Isthmus of Corinth as far back as 
the 7th century BC, it was not until 
1893 that the newly-built canal opened 
for traf� c, saving a 430-mile journey 
around the Peloponnese.  

With a width of just 24.6m at 
sea level, reducing to 21.3m at the 
bottom, the canal has been outgrown 
by most of today’s ships, and is now 
largely used by small coastal ships and 
passenger vessels. 

The 163m Celestyal Nefeli (ex-
Superstar Gemini, Gemini) has a 
moulded beam of 22.5m, so it is 
dif� cult to see the record being broken 
again. The 1992-built ship has just 
completed her � rst of two summer 
charters with Celestyal Cruises and 
will be back in service in the Eastern 
Mediterranean in summer 2017.

New record for Celestyal

Named in 
Guangzhou

ABOVE A tight squeeze: sailing through the Corinth Canal on a smaller ship, a feat 
recently accomplished by the larger Celestyal Nefeli. WILLIAM MAYES

MSC Seaside   oated out
 MSC CRUISES

The 5,179-passenger MSC Seaside was 
� oated out at the Fincantieri shipyard 
on 26 November 2016, with a 
ceremony to mark the occasion. She 
is one of the two new mega-ships 
that MSC Cruises is bringing into 
service between June and December 
2017. MSC Seaside will homeport in 
PortMiami from December 2017 and 
will sail year round in the Caribbean, 
brining MSC Cruises’ � eet serving the 
Caribbean to � ve ships.

Meanwhile, after an absence 
of three years, MSC Cruises will 
be back in the UK in 2018, when 
MSC Magni� ca (2010/92,128gt) will 

be based in Southampton for a 
summer season, offering a range of 
itineraries, both north and south, and 
a round-Britain cruise. In November 
2016, after her spell in Southampton, 
MSC Magni� ca returned to the 
Mediterranean, where she will 
stay until early 2019, when she will 
undertake MSC’s � rst world cruise, a 
119-day round trip from Genoa.

The completion of Ocean Cay 
Marine Reserve, MSC’s private island in 
the Bahamas, has been delayed from 
December 2017 until October 2018. 
This will lead to the calls scheduled 
at the new facility by the new MSC 
Seaside and MSC Divina being cancelled 
and moved to Nassau instead.

MSC Seaside is floated out 
at Fincantieri in November 
2016. COMPANY PHOTO

 DREAM CRUISES
The new 150,695gt Genting Dream, 
completed in Papenburg in October 
2016, was named in Guangzhou (one of 
two home ports that the ship will use 
initially) by Puan Sri Cecilia Lim, the wife 
of the Chairman and CEO of Genting 
Hong Kong on 14 November 2016. That 
evening the ship sailed on her of� cial 
maiden voyage, a � ve-night cruise to 
Vietnam. The ship has been designed 
speci� cally for the Asian cruise market 
and has a large number of restaurants, 
a casino and specially designed cabins.
Sistership World Dream is due to enter 
service in November 2017.

ABOVE The new cruise ship Genting 
Dream departing on 16 October 
2016 on her delivery voyage from 
Bremerhaven to Guangzhou. CHRIS BROOKS

news
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 RFA
The hitherto unexplained delay in the 
delivery of the completed Tide class 
� eet tanker Tidespring for the RFA 
has been revealed in response to a 
Parliamentary question. The Under-
Secretary of State at the Ministry 

of Defence disclosed that: ‘delays 
in � nalising elements of electrical 
design and the installation of Multi-
Cable Transit insulation in accordance 
with new legislative regulations 
resulted in some adjustments in the 
build schedule. These issues have 
now been resolved and Tidespring is 

expected to arrive in the UK in early 
2017 to begin UK customisation and 
capability assessment trials. 

‘Notwithstanding these issues, which 
are not unusual for any � rst-of-class ship, 
the building of the remaining ships in the 
class is progressing well and we remain 
con� dent that all four tankers will be in 

service with the Royal Fleet Auxiliary by 
the end of 2018, as planned.’ 

Upon arrival in the UK each of the 
new Tide class tankers will receive 
military grade communications 
systems, ballistic protection and 
equipment to allow the rapid addition 
of self-defence weapons.

Tidespring handover delay explained

Joint procurement
 LOW COUNTRIES 
Belgium and the Netherlands are to 
increase their military co-operation 
with the joint procurement of new 
frigates and mine warfare vessels 
for their respective navies. The 
European neighbours will each 
spend around €2 billion acquiring 
one-for-one replacements for 
their M class frigates and Tripartite 
class minehunters. Each currently 
operates six mine warfare vessels 
and two frigates, also known 
as the Karel Doorman class, the 
Belgian ships being former Royal 
Netherlands Navy vessels.

The joint venture has obvious 
cost bene� ts. Ahead of a formal 
announcement it is thought that, 
given their areas of expertise, the 
Dutch will le ad the design and 
build of the frigates, which will be 
con� gured for anti-submarine 
warfare, and Belgium the mine 
warfare vessels. 

The partners have a history of naval 
co-operation dating back to 1948 and 
a series of treaties known as BENESAM 
(Belgisch-Nederlandse Samenwerking). 
As part of that agreement ,the 
frigate � eets of both nations are 
maintained in the Netherlands and 
their tripartite � eets in Belgium.

Attack Squadron disbanded

 GERMAN NAVY
The German Navy decommissioned 
the last of its remaining Type 143A 
Fast Attack Craft – S76 Frettchen, S73 
Hermelin, S80 Hyäne (pictured) and 
S75 Zobel – at a formal ceremony at 
the Warnemünde naval base on 16 
November 2016. The occasion also 
marked the end of the 7th Fast Patrol 
Boat Squadron.

The post-war German Marine 
received its � rst fast attack craft 
(FAC) from the Royal Navy in 1956 and 
went on to develop large numbers of 
several classes, culminating in the ten-

strong Type 143A Gepard class in the 
early 1980s. The small but well-armed, 
fast and agile FAC proved ideal for 
patrolling the con� ned waters of the 
Baltic Sea during the Cold War.

Their strengths were a bene� t 
during subsequent deployments 
further a� eld, with participation 
in international security roles in 
Operation Enduring Freedom and 
2,300 days on task with the United 
Nations Interim Force in Lebanon 
(UNIFIL). The German Navy is to 
cover the loss of the littoral warfare 
specialists by building a second batch 
of � ve Brunschweig class corvettes.

ABOVE With the retirement of the Type 143A, the German Navy no longer has a 
Fast Attack Craft capability. MARITIME PHOTOGRAPHIC

Belgium and the Netherlands 
are to start replacing their M 
class frigates by the mid-2020s. 
MARITIME PHOTOGRAPHIC

Tidespring is now expected to 
arrive at Falmouth for final fitting 

out in February 2017. UK MOD

NAVAL Gary Davies
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Summer 
date for T26
 ROYAL NAVY
The Defence Secretary has 
signalled that construction of 
the � rst Type 26 frigate will � nally 
get under way on the Clyde in 
the summer of 2017, although 
no speci� c date was given. A 
£100 million demonstration and 
manufacture contract with MBDA 
to deliver the Sea Ceptor self-
defence missile system for the 
ships was also announced, with the 
initial investment for the design 
and manufacture of equipment for 
all eight Type 26s, and installation 
on the � rst three ships.

Three Type 23 frigates have thus 
far been retro� tted with the new 
system, with sea trails due to take 
place in 2017. Sea Ceptor is claimed 
to offer signi� cant improvements 
over legacy air defence systems, 
such as Sea Wolf, with the capability 
to engage multiple targets at longer 
ranges. The MoD has also revealed 
the two additional Offshore Patrol 
Vessels pledged in the SDSR will be 
delivered in 2019 before the Type 
26 programme.

USS Sampson arriving 
at Auckland in company 
with HMAS Darwin 
and HMCS Vancouver. 
TREVOR COPPOCK

RNZN 75th anniversary

National Shipbuilding Strategy?

 NEW ZEALAND NAVY 
The Royal New Zealand Navy has 
marked its 75th anniversary with an  
International Naval Review at Auckland’s 
Waitemata Harbour. Unfortunately, 
the event was preceded by a major 
earthquake and subsequent tremors 
which resulted in two deaths and 
widespread damage to infrastructure.

Five warships, from Australia (HMAS 
Darwin), Canada (HMCS Vancouver), 
Japan (JDS Takanami), Singapore (RSS 
Resolution) and the United States 
(USS Sampson), transiting the Western 

Paci� c en route to the review, were 
diverted to the affected region 
to assist the RNZN in evacuating 
thousands of residents and stranded 
tourists from the town of Kaikoura on 
New Zealand’s South Island.

The attendance by USS Sampson 
was also signi� cant, as the destroyer 
is the � rst American warship to visit 
New Zealand since 1983. The call went 
ahead despite US government policy 
not to disclose if any of its vessels 
are carrying nuclear weapons, going 
against New Zealand’s declaration of 
its waters as a nuclear-free zone.

 ROYAL NAVY
An independent review into the future 
of naval shipbuilding in the UK has 
called for fundamental changes in the 
procurement of warships. The report 
by Sir John Parker was commissioned 
as part the 2015 Strategic Defence 
and Security Review. It provides the 
Government with a blueprint for a 
‘sea change’ of the current strategy, 
which, according to an in¢ uential 
House of Commons Defence 

Committee Report titled ‘Restoring 
The Fleet’, has led to a ‘woefully low’ 
number of operational vessels.

The Parker report sets out a host 
of recommendations to break the 
‘vicious cycle’ where ‘fewer (more 
expensive) ships are ordered too late. 
Old ships are retained in service well 
beyond their sell-by date with all the 
attendant high costs of so doing.’

Some of the key conclusions are 
that future programmes can be 
delivered more cost effectively and 

ef� ciently with the involvement 
of multiple shipyards rather than 
under the current monopoly, as 
demonstrated by the success of the 
modular build of QE class aircraft 
carriers. It also suggests that the Type 
31 frigate is renamed the Type 31e to 
emphasise it’s export ¢ exibility, and 
further recommends that to minimise 
the overall risk of building two � rst-
of-class frigates in one location that 
the project is led by an alternative 
contractor to BAE Systems.

Budget cuts and rising costs are 
threatening the delivery of future 

warship programmes, such the Type 
31 frigate. BMT DEFENCE SERVICES
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 BRIEF NEWS
US NAVY • USS Zumwalt has 
become the latest newbuild 
engineering casualty to hit the 
headlines. The state-of-the-
art destroyer broke down en 
route to her new homeport of 
San Diego in California during 
a passage through the Panama 
Canal. The $4 billion warship 
required a tow through the 
Mira� ores locks at the Paci� c 
end, to Rodman, a former US 
base once known as the Balboa 
Naval Station. Repairs were 
expected to take a few weeks.

US NAVY• The third America class 
amphibious assault ship is to 
be named USS Bougainville. LHA 
8 becomes the second ship to 
bear the name after the largest 
of the Solomon Islands, which 
was the location of a year-long 
campaign against Japanese 
forces during World War II. The 
ship is the � rst ‘Flight 1’ vessel 
to see the reintroduction of 
a well-deck. It will be built 
by Ingalls Shipbuilding at 
Pascagoula for delivery in 2024.

JAMAICAN DEFENCE FORCE • 
The Coast Guard has traded 
in its � eet of three Damen 
Stan Patrol 4207 patrol vessels 
for two others of the same 
class. The 42m vessels, to be 
named HMJS Cornwall and 
HMJS Middlesex, have been 
purchased new from stock and 
are planned to enter service 
in January 2017. The replaced 
OPVs, Cornwall, Middlesex and 
Surrey, were decommissioned 
at Port Royal on 8 November 
2016. They are to be returned to 
Damen’s Maaskant Shipyards at 
Stellendam for refurbishment 
and onward sale.

FRENCH NAVY •  The DGA 
(French Defence Procurement 
Agency) has awarded 
DCNS a contract for the 
scrapping of � ve of France’s 
six decommissioned � rst 
generation Redoutable 
class ballistic missile nuclear 
submarines. The work will 
be carried out at a specially-
prepared secure dry-dock at 
Cherbourg. The � rst of class, Le 
Redoutable, was converted into 
a museum at the Musée de la 
Mer in Cherbourg in April 2002 
and is not slated for disposal.
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 Bulker
At the end of 2016 three bulkers that 
had been anchored off the coast of 
Tynemouth since June were waiting 
to be auctioned off after their owner 
went bankrupt. The vessels, Zarechensk, 
Vyyritsa and Brasschaat, were built 
in China and operated by Sobelmas 
Antwerp BV of Belgium, which had 
contracts for transporting phosphates, 
fertiliser, grain and coal between 
Murmansk and Western Europe and 
the Baltic. But Sobelmas started having 
financial problems in March 2015, 
and the vessels came under Bernhard 
Schulte Ship management after 
Sobelmar filed for bankruptcy in 2016.

One of the ships, Brasschaat, made 

the news in October 2016 after police 
received a report of the death of a 
crew member. The body of a young 
seaman, a Ukraine national, was 
brought to North Shields after he had 

fallen from a height onto the deck and 
sustained fatal injuries. The  authorities 
and shipping company were working 
on an investigation to establish how 
the man’s death occurred. 

New contracts for Teekay

uncertain future for ships off the Tyne

 ShuTTle TANkerS
Teekay Offshore Partners announced 
that it has been awarded new three-
year shuttle tanker contracts in the 
North Sea. The contracts were signed 
with BP, Royal Dutch Shell and OMV 
Group for the transport of oil produced 
from the Glen Lyon FPSO, west of 
Shetland in the North Sea, as part of the 
Quad204 redevelopment project. 

The contracts, to start in the 
first half of 2017 using two shuttle 
tankers, are expected to be serviced 
by Teekay’s existing shuttle tanker 
fleet, which consists of 28 owned and 
three chartered-in tankers, with three 
newbuild tankers on order. RC

 NeWS IN BrIeF
Odfjell Orders tankers • 
Norway’s Odfjell Tankers has 
ordered what will be the 
world’s largest stainless steel 
chemical tankers from China’s 
Hudong-Zhonghua Shipbuilding 
and China Shipbuilding Trading. 
The four 49,000dwt ships will 
be delivered in 2019-20 at a 
cost of approximately $60 
million each and will have a 
cargo capacity of 54,600m3 in 
stainless steel tanks. JS

Hanjin’s sHrunken fleet • 
South Korea’s bankrupt Hanjin 
Shipping Company has seen 
its fleet decreased to about 
a tenth of its former size 
following the return of most 
of its chartered vessels to their 
owners. The company once 
operated 97 container ships, 
61 of which were chartered. 
However, all but two have been 
returned, leaving Hanjin with 
just 14 ships, and all but three 
of these are either stranded off 
ports or under arrest. JS

YOungest bOxsHip sOld 
fOr demOlitiOn • Diana 
Containerships has sold its 
ten-year-old container ship 
YM Los Angeles (54,828gt), 
formerly operated by Taiwan’s 
Yang Ming Line, for scrap. The 
sale sets a new record for the 
youngest boxship to be sold 
for demolition, as the 4,923TEU 
vessel was delivered by Japan’s 
Imabari Shipyard in December 
2006. JS

deadlY snake • In November 
2016 the general cargo vessel 
UAL Bodewes arrived at the port 
of Aberdeen from West Africa on 
a regular service. Upon docking, 
the crew found a live snake and 
recognised it as a deadly green 
mamba, and managed to get it 
into a box. The animal welfare 
charity Scottish SPCA was called 
to take the snake, under police 
escort. The green mamba was 
then put to sleep, as attempts 
to rehome it were unsuccessful, 
as there were health concerns, 
the closest anti-venom being 
in London. The 8,327dwt UAL 
Bodewes, operated by Nescos 
Shipping, had called at seven ports 
on the way to Aberdeen, but the 
snake was not discovered until 
the ship reached Scotland. RC

Stolt-Nielsen acquires Jo Tankers
 ChemICAl TANkerS 
Chemical tanker and terminal operator 
Stolt-Nielsen has acquired the chemical 
tanker fleet of fellow Norwegian 
operator Jo Tankers for $575 million, with 
the purchase price including 13 chemical 
tankers and a 50 per cent share in a 
joint venture, with eight newbuildings. 
The transaction is expected to cover 

the tonnage replacement needs of 
Stolt-Nielsen’s chemical tanker fleet for 
the next few years while also giving the 
company operational savings, as well as 
new trade routes. 

The 13 tankers being acquired 
comprise eight all-stainless steel ships, 
ranging from 19,000dwt to 38,000dwt, 
and five ships with a combination of 
stainless steel and coated tanks of 

around 37,000dwt. Six of these vessels 
have been on a time charter to Stolt 
Tankers for the past five years. 

The newbuildings, eight all-stainless 
steel ships of 33,000dwt, were ordered 
from China’s New Times Shipbuilding in 
November 2013 and are to be delivered 
though the second half of this year, 
with several of the vessels already 
having entered service. JS

The 25,148dwt chemical tanker Jo Kashi, built in 2002, is one of 13 ships 
involved in the acquisition of Jo Tankers by Stolt-Nielsen. 

CArGO

ABOVe The 109,290dwt shuttle tanker Amundsen Spirit (2010) in Rotterdam; she 
is one of several Teekay vessels that will be kept busy in 2017 on new contracts 
in the North Sea. ROy CRESSEy

The bulker Brasschaat at Northumbria Quay on 23 October 2016, detained 
in relation to the investigation into the death of a member of the crew on 
board three days earlier. KEN ShORT
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China Navigation 
completes build programme

The recently delivered handysize bulk carrier Tunsin  
completes a four-year, 41-ship building programme for 
Singapore-headquartered China Navigation. CNCO

Shortsea traders delivered

VLCC � eet growing

 SHORT SEA SHIPS
Ireland’s Arklow Shipping Ltd has 
taken delivery of the 5,054dwt Arklow 
Cadet from the Ferus Smit yard in the 
Netherlands as the � rst of ten vessels 
in a new series of C class ships, all for 
European trading and each having a 
single hold capacity of 222,000ft3. 

The 2,999gt newbuild, which carries 

a 1A ice-class notation, is powered by 
a 1,740kW MaK engine driving a single 
ducted, controllable pitch propeller 
through gearing for a service speed 
of 11 knots and a fuel consumption 
rate of about 7.5 tons per day. In 
October 2016 the second vessel in the 
series, Arklow Cape, was launched at 
the builder’s Westerbroek yard in the 
Netherlands ready for delivery. JS

 OIL TANKERS
The world’s � eet of modern Very Large 
Crude Carriers (VLCCs) is growing, with 
30 of the big ships being delivered 
between January and August 2016, 
while a dozen more were ordered over 
the same period by various companies. 

One of the biggest buyers of 
the massive vessels is New York-

headquartered Gener8 Maritime, 
which was created by the merger of 
the General Maritime Corporation and 
Navig8 Crude Tankers in 2015, and 
which is now the third largest owner of 
VLCCs worldwide. The company has a 
� eet of 45 ships comprising 28 VLCCs, 
11 Suezmax, four Aframax and two 
Panamax with an aggregate carrying 
capacity of 10.8 million dwts. JS 

ABOVE The 299,999dwt Gener8 Neptune is one of 21 Very Large Crude Carriers 
(VLCCs) being built in Asia for New York-based Gener8 Maritime, with the last ship 
expected to be completed later in 2017. GENERAL MARITIME CO

ABOVE The new dredger Selkie works 
the inner harbour at the Scottish port 
of Buckie on 15 November 2016, only a 
few yards from the shipyard where she 
was built.  DAVID DODDS

 DREDGER
Macduff Shipyard launched a new 
dredger costing £2.4 million for Moray 
Council in May 2016. Her name, Selkie, 
was chosen by local primary school 
children. The vessel was � tted out 
and undertook sea trials before being 
put into service, becoming the only 
dredger in Scotland operated by a 
local authority. One of her � rst jobs, 
in November 2016, was to dredge the 
inner basin at the port of Buckie, just 
outside the yard of her builders. The 
local authority plans to make the boat 
available to hire for private harbours 
and other local authorities. The 
300dwt vessel was built to replace the 
1968-built dredger Shearwater. RC
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ABOVE The recently delivered shortsea trader Arklow Cadet is the first of ten sister 
vessels being built by Holland’s Ferus Smit for Arklow Shipping. FERUS SMIT

 BULK CARRIERS
The China Navigation Company Pte 
Ltd (CNCo), founded in Shanghai in 
1872 and today headquartered in 
Singapore, has completed a four-
year 41-ship building programme 
with delivery of the 37,800dwt bulk 
carrier Tunsin by Japan’s Imabari 
Shipyard in November 2016. The 

programme consisted of 28 handysize 
bulk carriers of between 37,800 and 
39,500 deadweight tonnes and 12 
multipurpose vessels of between 
22,000 and 31,000 deadweight tonnes, 
plus the 9,000dwt cement carrier 
Aotearoa Chief (8,252gt), which has 
recently begun a long-term charter 
in New Zealand with New Zealand’s 
Golden Bay Cement. 

CNCo now owns, operates 
and charters a � eet of 86 vessels 
comprised of 26 multipurpose 
ships, four container carriers, 55 
handysize bunkers and one cement 
carrier. Although its own shipbuilding 
programme is over, the company 
plans to take delivery of an additional 
three long-term chartered handysize 
bulk carriers by the end of 2017. JS

Back to her 
birthplace
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 Old ferry

The 5,330gt ferry Panorama now 
plies her trade between the 
Athenian port of Rafina, close 

to El Venizelos International airport, 
and Marmari on the island of Evia. She 
is the larger of two ferries employed 
on the 60-minute crossing, only one 
of which is usually in service on any 
given day. Evia, despite being Greece’s 
second largest island, is well off 
the tourist track. Panorama has an 
unusual history, having been built in 
1987 for service in the Caribbean, and 
having operated for many years as the 
principal vessel on the important route 
between Trinidad and Tobago. 

service linking the Trinidad capital Port 
of Spain with Scarborough, Tobago 
is key. The route between the islands 
is not straightforward, as Port of 
Spain is on Trinidad’s west coast, while 
Scarborough is on Tobago’s east coast, 
so ships departing Trinidad must first 
round the Trinidadian coastline heading 

north, then west, before making a 
northbound turn, to cut across to 
Tobago. 

Two purpose-built passenger/cargo 
ferries with limited ro-ro capacity, 
Scarlet Ibis and Bird of Paradise, built 
by Ferguson at Port Glasgow, started 
on the route in 1960. But by the mid-

The Republic of Trinidad and Tobago 
comprises two principal islands, the 
larger Trinidad and the satellite Tobago, 
19 miles apart. Transport links between 
the two are important, and the ferry 

PanOrama 
Caribbean 
exile Many ferries in Greek 

service are second-
hand, purchased from 

Northern Europe 
or Japan. But one, 

Panorama, has a 
rather more exotic 

provenance, having 
been constructed for 
a transport link in the 
Caribbean, as Richard 

Seville explains.

neWS feaTUre Richard Seville

Panorama lying over at the Island port of Marmari.
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in 1976, and was renamed Tobago, 
having been built in Holland as Santa 
Margarita. Then, in 1987, a new 
flagship was ordered, in the shape 
of Panorama, from the small Martin 
Jansen yard in Leer, Germany at a cost 
of $32.5 million. 

She entered service in early 1988, 
and carried 700 passengers and 145 
vehicles on a single car deck equipped 
with retractable mezzanines. Her 
service speed of 18 knots enabled a 
passage time of between six and seven 
hours, on both daytime and overnight 
crossings. She offered spacious 
passenger accommodation, with a 
variety of facilities. Her main passenger 
deck included the large Cocrico 
Cafeteria, which led aft to an area 
containing freight drivers’ couchettes, 
and forward into a passenger arcade, 
featuring the reception desk, and an 
onboard shop. The Boat Deck housed 
further seating areas, while Bridge 
Deck included the small Tropic Bird 
VIP Lounge. There were 25 two-berth 
cabins available beneath the vehicle 
deck to serve the overnight sailings, 
which typically departed at 2300.

Her arrival was the source of much 
national pride, and she represented 
a prestigious investment by Trinidad 
& Tobago. Supported by Tobago, 
Panorama served the route for which 
she was built until 2005, when, just 
17 years old, she was outgrown by 
increasing traffic demands. 

In 2000 she had been joined by the 
older but significantly larger Beauport, 
well-known in UK waters as Prince of 
Brittany/Reine Mathilde of Brittany 
Ferries, and later Beauport of British 
Channel Island Ferries. Then, in early 
2005, the first vehicle-carrying fast 

ABOVE Panorama’s current running mate is the converted Japanese-built            
ro-ro Evia Star (1,413gt). 

PANORAMA
ROUTE Original: Port of Spain, 

Trinidad-Scarborough, 
Tobago; current: Rafina, 
Greece-Marmari, Evia

BUilT 1987, Martin Jansen, 
Leer, Germany

SiZE 101.29m

TONNAgE 5,330gt

SPEED 18 knots

CAPACiTY 700 passengers, 145 
cars, 50 cabins

ABOVE One of Panorama’s refurbished 
upper passenger lounges.

ABOVE The reception arcade remains 
little changed from new.

ABOVE Built for Caribbean sailing, 
Panorama features outside sundecks.

craft arrived, in the shape of the 
chartered HSC The Cat, followed by 
InCat 046 shortly afterwards. 

Panorama began to be sidelined, 
being laid up by 2007 and spending 
three inactive years at Port of Spain. 
InCat 046 remains a mainstay of the 
route, sailing as T&T Express alongside 
the similar T&T Spirit, another InCat, 
while conventional freight services are 
provided by two ro-pax vessels, both 
acquired from Mediterranean owners, 
the former French freighter Warrior 
Spirit and the larger 2003-built Galicia, 
chartered from Trasmediterranea. The 
service is operated by the Trinidad & 
Tobago Inter-Island Transportation 
Company, but remains state-owned.

It was not until 2010 that Panorama 
was sold, being bought by Greek 
owners, who took her across the 
Atlantic for a major refit at Chalkis, 
Greece, where she was modified for 
the crossing between Rafina and 
Marmari. This refurbishment took 
nearly a year, so it was not until late 
2011 that the ship made her debut on 
her new route. Unusually for a ship 

been converted for Greek domestic 
service, no structural modifications 
were made, and her profile remains 
unaltered. Internally, the major part of 
work was cosmetic, leaving her original 
layout largely intact. 

The most significant changes were 
aft on her main passenger deck, 
where the cafeteria and separate 
freight drivers’ area were combined 
into a single space. In many places, 
her original decor remains, including 
dark-wood effect panelling. Originally 
named after a famed Trinidadian 
steelpan music competition, 
Panorama retained her original name, 
and she has remained in her original 
livery, with the Trinidad & Tobago 
branding painted out.

She is now entering her fifth 
year of service at Rafina, on a short 
crossing very different from her 
original route. The schedule involves 
up to three  round trips a day, the 
remainder of the time being spent 
laying over in Marmari, with plenty of 
time for maintenance. It is unlikely 
many of her passengers are familiar 
with her distant origins, but traces of 
her Caribbean heritage, such as past 
facility names, are not hard to find. 

1970s these 192-passenger sisterships 
were proving too small, and so were 
replaced, with the former ending up 
being scuttled off Tobago as a diving 
attraction in 1997 named Maverick.  

The first drive-through ferry, for 
630 passengers and 100 cars, was 
acquired from nearby Venezuela 
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Panorama was partnered in her later years by Beauport, familiar in the 
UK as Brittany Ferries’ Prince of Brittany and Reine Mathilde.

Panorama has kept 
her original name 

throughout her 
career.
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The Royal 
Navy iN 
2017

Conrad Waters examines the current state of the Royal 
Navy as it enters a momentous year in its history.

The beginning of 
2017 sees Britain’s 
Royal Navy in 
somewhat depleted 
shape. Decades 

of budgetary reductions, 
exacerbated by problems with 
bringing new equipment into 
service, mean that the fleet is 
probably now at its lowest ebb 
in living memory. However, 
there are some grounds for 
optimism for better times 
ahead. 2017 will see the first 
of no fewer than three classes 
of new ship join the Royal 
Navy and Royal Fleet Auxiliary. 
Decisions currently being taken 
also hold out the prospect 
for an increase in overall fleet 
numbers in the longer term.

Major Surface Vessels
Following the withdrawal of 
the Invincible class aircraft 
carriers as a result of the 2010 

13 – out of an original total of 
16 – older Type 23 or Norfolk 
class frigates. Although both are 
able to carry out a wide range 
of duties, the Type 45 design 
is optimised for air defence 
using its Sea Viper surface-to-air 
missile system, while the ultra-
quiet Type 23 is best suited for 
anti-submarine warfare. 

The frigates have been 
progressively modernised 
throughout their long lives 
and 2017 will see the first 
ships upgraded, with the new 
Sea Ceptor short range air-
defence missile rejoining the 
fleet. Meanwhile, the Type 
45s have been suffering from 
well-publicised problems with 
their innovative integrated 
electric propulsion systems that 
have marred the performance 
of an otherwise exceptional 
design. While work on a fix 
is under way, at least one of 

Strategic Security and Defence 
Review, the Royal Navy’s 
largest frontline warships are 
those tasked with amphibious 
operations. The title of fleet 
flagship is currently carried 
by the amphibious helicopter 
carrier Ocean, which completed 
a major upgrade in mid-2014. 

She is supported by the 
amphibious transport docks 
Albion and Bulwark, both of 
which incorporate a large well 
deck in their stern to house 
landing craft and similar vessels. 
Only one of these two ships is 
operational at any one time, 
with Albion currently in the last 
stages of a refit before taking 
over operational duties from 
her sister during 2017.

The 19-strong escort flotilla 
forms the heart of the Royal 
Navy. It is composed of six 
relatively new Type 45 or 
Daring class destroyers and 
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the destroyers has had to be 
relegated to training duties 
until the problem is resolved.

Minor Surface Vessels
With frontline surface warships 
currently overstretched, the 
Royal Navy’s four offshore 
patrol vessels are operating over 
much greater distances than 
first envisaged. The modified 
River class patrol vessel Clyde 
was always intended for use off 
the Falkland Islands. However, 
the slightly older Tyne class 
ships are now venturing outside 
UK waters, including on 
deployment to the Caribbean 
and Mediterranean. 

The 16 smaller Archer 
class patrol boats are largely 
used by the University Royal 
Naval Units, although two 
are based at Faslane to protect 
submarines transiting the 
Clyde. The two Scimitar-type 
patrol boats based at Gibraltar 
and the sole ice patrol vessel, 
Protector, complete the Royal 
Navy’s patrol forces. 

Although enjoying a lower 
profile than the surface escorts, 
the Royal Navy’s 15 Hunt 
and Sandown class mine 
countermeasures vessels provide 
an essential capability that is 
arguably unrivalled elsewhere 
in the world. Four are deployed 
to the Persian Gulf on a semi-
permanent basis to support 
allied security operations in the 
region. Both minehunter types 
have been modernised with 
new sonar and mine disposal 
systems, fitted since they entered 

ABOVE The Royal Navy currently operates two classes of major surface escorts: six 
Type 45 destroyers and 13 Type 23 frigates. Here, the Type 23 frigate Kent leads the 
Type 45 destroyer Dauntless as they approach Portsmouth in May 2015. Conrad Waters

ABOVE The current Royal Navy fleet flagship is the amphibious helicopter 
carrier Ocean, pictured in the Mediterranean in September 2016. She has 
Royal Navy Merlin, British Army Apache and RAF Chinook helicopters embarked. 
CroWn Copyright 2016

One of the Royal Navy’s largest surface combatants, the Type 45 destroyer 
Daring, being escorted into Gibraltar by one of its smallest, the fast patrol 

boat Scimitar. CroWn Copyright 2016

LEFT The strategic submarine 
Victorious departing the Clyde 
during a training exercise. She will 
be replaced by one of the new 
Dreadnought class submarines in the 
2030s. CroWn Copyright 2013
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service. The Hunt class vessels 
have a hull-mounted sonar that 
works best in relatively shallow 
depths, while the Sandown’s 
variable depth sonar is suitable 
for deeper water operations. 

While development 
work is under way on new 
unmanned and autonomous 
technologies that might make 
future minehunting quicker 
and safer, traditional mine 
countermeasures vessels seem 
likely to remain in the fleet for 
a while yet. Any replacement 
will also encompass the survey 
vessels Echo, Enterprise and 
Scott, which, together with the 
launch Gleaner, comprise the 
fleet’s hydrographic capability.

Submarines
Also maintaining a low 
profile – although in this case 
deliberately so – are the 11 

boats that comprise the Royal 
Navy’s submarine flotilla. The 
four Vanguard class nuclear-
powered strategic submarines 
deploying the Trident nuclear 
missile are approaching their 
last decade in service. Vanguard 
herself is in the middle of 
what will probably be her last 
major refit and refuelling, 
while the other three boats are 
operational. Work has already 
started on Dreadnought, the 
first of the new submarines that 
will start to replace them from 
the early 2030s onwards.

Meanwhile, the replacement 
of the Trafalgar class nuclear-
powered attack submarines 
is well under way. Of the 
new Astute type submarines, 
Artful, was commissioned in 
March 2016, and work on four 
more continues. The fourth, 
Audacious, will replace Torbay, 

ABOVE Artful, pictured before her delivery in 2015, is the Royal Navy’s newest 
submarine. BAE SyStEmS

ABOVE The amphibious transport dock 
Albion and helicopter carrier Ocean 
replenishing from RFA Fort Rosalie in 
May 2011. Only one of the two Albion 
class ships is usually operational; 
Albion will return to the active fleet 
after a period in reserve and then refit 
during 2017. Crown Copyright

which is scheduled to be 
withdrawn by 2017. Like some 
other recent Royal Navy vessels, 
Astute and her earlier sisters 
suffered significant problems 
during construction and entry 
into service, but these now seem 
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to be largely a thing of the past.

Queen Elizabeth Carriers
The highlight of 2017 is likely 
to be the maiden arrival of 
the new aircraft carrier, Queen 
Elizabeth, at her homeport in 
Portsmouth. A firm date for 
this momentous event has yet 
to be fixed but it seems likely 
that she will be handed over 
by the summer. Considerable 
efforts have been made to make 
her ready for service since she 
was floated out from Babcock’s 
yard at Rosyth in July 2014, and 
preparations for her initial sea 
trials are now well advanced. 

There has also been much 
work to do at Portsmouth to 
ready the base for her arrival, 
including the construction of 
new shore facilities and the 
dredging of a new entrance 
channel to the harbour.

Although 2017 will see 
Queen Elizabeth join the fleet, 
the event will only mark a 
further stage on the journey to 
bringing her into operational 
service. An extensive period 
of work-up and training will 
be necessary before she is 
able to embark her intended 
complement of aircraft, which 
will comprise both helicopters 
and fast jets. Indeed, current 
plans suggest it will be the end 
of 2020 before she will achieve 
initial operating capability with 
the Lightning II Joint Strike 
Fighters that will provide her 
main offensive capability. 

Meanwhile, work is also 
progressing well on her sister, 
Prince of Wales, which will also 
enter the water during 2017. 
Decisions taken during 2014-5 
mean that both will be brought 
into operation, but only one 

ROYAL NAVY FLEET LIST AS AT START 2017
TYPE CLASS NUMBER TONNAGE DIMENSIONS PROPULSION CREW NOTES

MAjOR AMPhIBIOUS ShIPS

Helicopter Carrier – LPH Ocean 1 22,500 tons 203m x 35m x 7m Diesel, 18 knots 490 Fleet flagship

Amphibious Transport Dock– LPD Albion 2 18,500 tons 176m x 29m x 7m IEP, 18 knots 325 Only 1 operational

SURFACE ESCORTS

Destroyer – DDG Daring (Type 45) 6 7,500 tons 152m x 21m x 5m IEP, 30 knots 190 1 in extended readiness

Frigate – FFG Norfolk (Type 23) 13 4,900 tons 133m x 16m x 5m CODLAG, 30 knots 185 1 in extended readiness

PATROL VESSELS

Offshore Patrol Vessel – OPV Tyne (River) 3 1,700 tons 80m x 14m x 4m Diesel, 20 knots 30

Offshore Patrol Vessel – OPV Clyde (River) 1 1,900 tons 82m x 14m x 4m Diesel, 20 knots 40 Fitted with helicopter deck

Ice Patrol Vessel Protector 1 5,000 tons 90m x 18m x 8m Diesel, 15 knots 90 Operates in the Antarctic

Patrol Boat Archer (P2000) 16 55 tons 21m x 6m x 2m Diesel, 25 knots 15 Most in university units

Patrol Boat Scimitar 2 25 tons 16m x 4m x 1m Diesel, 32 knots 5 Based at Gibraltar

MINE COUNTERMEASURES VESSELS

Minehunter – MCMV Brecon (Hunt) 8 750 tons 60m x 10m x 3m Diesel, 15 knots 45 2 based in the Persian Gulf

Minehunter – MCMV Sandown 7 600 tons 53m x 11m x 2m Diesel, 13 knots 40 2 based in the Persian Gulf

SUBMARINES

Submarine – SSBN Vanguard 4 16,000 tons 150m x 13m x 12m Nuclear, 25+ knots 135 1 always deployed at sea

Submarine – SSN Astute 3 7,800 tons 93m x 11m x 10m Nuclear, 30+ knots 100 4 more being built

Submarine – SSN Trafalgar 4 5,200 tons 85m x 10m x 10m Nuclear, 30+ knots 130

NOTES There are also three survey ships and a survey launch; the Royal Fleet Auxiliary operates three dock landing ships, one casualty receiving ship, four tankers 
and three replenishment ships; crew numbers are approximate; IEP = integrated electric propulsion; CODLAG = combined diesel-electric and gas

ABOVE A rare view of the three Tyne or Batch 1 River class offshore patrol vessels 
together in 2012. They will be replaced by the new Forth or Batch II River class 
from 2017 onwards. Crown Copyright 2012

ABOVE A number of the Royal Fleet Auxiliary tankers are old and lack the double 
hull arrangements that are now mandatory for commercial vessels. Gold Rover is 
pictured operating in the South Atlantic with Lancaster. Crown Copyright 2015

LEFT The long-awaited delivery of the first Queen Elizabeth class aircraft carrier 
will take place during 2017. This image shows her being floated out of her building 
dock at Rosyth in July 2014. BAE SyStEmS
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CURRENT ROYAL NAVY CONSTRUCTION PROGRAMMES
CLASS TYPE DISPLACEMENT FIRST ORDERED TOTAL COMPLETED BUILDING PLANNED

SUBMARINES

Astute [1] Nuclear-powered attack submarine (SSN) 7,800 tons 1997 7 3 4 0

Dreadnought [1] Nuclear-powered strategic submarine (SSBN) 17,200 tons 2016 4 0 1 3

SURFACE VESSELS

Queen Elizabeth Aircraft Carrier (CV) 65,000 tons 2008 2 0 2 0

Forth Offshore Patrol Vessel (OPV) 2,000 tons 2014 5 0 3 2

Type 26 Frigate (FFG) c. 7,000 tons Planned 8 0 0 8

General Purpose Frigate Frigate (FF) c. 4,000 tons Planned 5+ 0 0 5+

AUxILIARIES

‘Tide’ Replenishment Tanker (AOR) 38,000 tons 2012 4 0 4 0

Solid Support Ship Replenishment Ship (AFS) Not Known Planned 3 0 0 3

Note: 1. Contracts for submarine construction are being awarded on an incremental basis. As such, formal contracts to complete some of the submarines on which 
construction has started have yet to be placed.

ABOVE The Type 45 destroyer Defender, in company with the French FREMM type 
frigate Provence in 2016. Defence reductions have temporarily reduced overall 
Royal Navy capabilities below that of its historic rival, but there are grounds for 
optimism over the next few years. Crown Copyright 2016

is likely to be available for 
deployment at any given time.

River class vessels 
Also joining the fleet during 
2017 will be Forth, the first of five 
new Batch 2 River class offshore 
patrol vessels. These are modified 
versions of Brazil’s Amazonas 
class, which were originally 
ordered from the former Vosper 
Thornycroft yard for the Trinidad 
and Tobago Coast Guard. 
Essentially being built to maintain 
BAE Systems’ yards on the river 
Clyde pending commencement 
of work on the new Type 26 
frigates, the new ships will replace 
their older half-sisters in the 
offshore patrol vessel fleet. 

Displacing around 2,000 
tons, they are significantly 
larger than the previous design 
and will all be equipped with a 
helicopter flight deck. As such, 
they will have more flexibility in 
international deployments than 
the previous ships. Forth was 
launched from the Govan facility 
in August 2016 and is currently 
fitting out at the Scotstoun 
shipyard. Two further ships 
are under construction and 
the remaining two should be 
ordered shortly. 

Royal Fleet Auxiliary
Also a significant part of 
broader naval capabilities, the 
Royal Fleet Auxiliary has been 
starved of investment in recent 
years. The oldest ships in its 
11-strong fleet date back to 
the 1970s, and some do not 
meet the latest environmental 
standards. Disappointingly, it 
also seems to be a target for 
savings from a defence budget 
that remains under pressure. 

In June 2016 it was decided 
to advance the disposal of the 

hugely useful forward support 
vessel Diligence by four years, 
depriving the fleet of an 
operational maintenance and 
repair capability. There is also 
no announced replacement 
for the casualty receiving ship 
Argus, which is due to leave 
service by 2024. 

However, as for the Royal 
Navy, there is the prospect of 
better times ahead, and 2017 
should see the delivery of the first 
new Tide class tanker, Tidespring, 
following a £452 million four-
ship contract placed with South 
Korea’s Daewoo Shipbuilding 
& Marine Engineering 
(DSME) in February 2012. 
Although the tankers are being 
built to a British BMT Defence 
Services’ AEGIR design, the 
selection of a foreign yard was 
controversial, the more so 
because deliveries are currently 
running behind schedule due 
to unspecified problems. 

Nevertheless, officials involved 
with the project are quietly 
confident about Tidespring’s 
performance during sea trials 
and expect all four vessels to be 
operational by the end of 2018. 
They will ultimately form an 
important constituent of the 
carrier strike groups expected 
to be formed around Queen 
Elizabeth and Prince of Wales.

The next auxiliary programme 
on the horizon is for three solid 
support ships to replace the two 
Fort classes. The three Bay class 
dock landing ships that support 
the frontline amphibious 
forces are comparatively new 
and have many more years of 
service to come. 

Future Developments 
A new National Shipbuilding 
Strategy was due to be 
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announced in late 2016 that 
should give further clarity on 
future Royal Navy surface 
construction programmes. The 
latest, 2015, Strategic Security 
and Defence Review committed 
to the completion of eight 
Type 26 frigates and ‘at least’ 
five of a new, cheaper class of 
lighter, general purpose frigates 
to replace the existing Type 
23s on a one-for-one basis. The 
National Shipbuilding Strategy 
is likely to influence how these 
programmes are completed.

The design for the Type 
26, which will be focused on 
anti-submarine warfare, has 
already been largely finalised. 
However, it has proved difficult 
to agree a price with BAE 
Systems, who have a virtual 
monopoly on the construction 
of frontline warships in the 
UK. Work on long lead items, 
such as propulsion systems, 
is well under way, but formal 
construction has yet to 
commence. 

The new general purpose 
frigate, sometimes referred 
to as the Type 31, is even 
less advanced, but a number 
of concept designs are being 
promoted. One of the 
more promising is BMT’s 
VENATOR 110, a 4,000-ton 
vessel that can be configured to 
take a wide range of armament. 

Its supporters claim that it 
could be built for around £350 
million, which is about a third 
of that quoted for the more 
sophisticated Type 26. 

It is possible that fabrication 
of modules could be divided 
between different shipyards 
throughout the UK. This 
would take advantage of skills 
generated in yards such as 
Cammell Laird on Merseyside 
and A&P Group on the Tyne 
through the construction of 
similar components for the 
aircraft carrier programme.

Turning away from hardware, 
both the Royal Navy and Royal 
Fleet Auxiliary are currently 
suffering from shortages of 
trained personnel, but the 
2015 defence review has halted 
previously planned reductions 
in Royal Navy manpower. 
Indeed, numbers should even 

grow a little from the current 
30,000 throughout the rest of 
the decade if sufficient sailors 
and marines can be recruited. 
However, this could prove 
difficult. In any event, the 
arrival of new ships, such as 
the two aircraft carriers, means 
that finding sufficient crew is 
likely to continue to cause navy 
planners a significant headache. 

Conclusion
There are some grounds for 
optimism that the progressive 
decline in the Royal Navy’s 
fortunes that has been 
experienced over the past decades 
has finally reached its limit. While 
political promises of a growing 
navy should be taken with a pinch 
of salt, 2017 should see more 
good news than bad for Britain’s 
navy and its supporters, with new 
ships ready to enter service. 

ABOVE BMT’s VENATOR 110 design is a potential new general-purpose frigate that is intended to maintain Royal Navy surface ship numbers. BMT Defence ServiceS

ABOVE An image of a Type 26 frigate. The latest plans indicate that eight of these 
ships will be built but formal orders have yet to be placed. BAe SySTeMS

ABOVE The frigate St Albans was the 
last of the 16 Type 23 frigates delivered 
to the Royal Navy (three have been 
sold to Chile). Their replacement will 
dominate procurement of RN surface 
vessels over the next decade. crown 

copyrighT 2016 (cc iMAgeS Are reproDuceD 

unDer The open governMenT Licence)
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Britain’s 
Battling 
destroyers
Battle class destroyers were regarded 
as the most capable of Britain’s World War II destroyers. Paul Brown 
looks at why this was and at their service in the Royal Navy.

By early 1941 it was 
evident that air 
attacks on British 
destroyers, and the 
ships they escorted, 

were much more of a hazard 
than had been envisaged, 
especially at close range by 
dive-bombers and torpedo 
bombers. The standard wartime 
emergency destroyers of the 
O to T classes did not have 
suffi cient capability to deal with 
this threat, and it was decided 
that a design with a heavier 
anti-aircraft armament was 
needed, which still performed 
all the other destroyer roles. 

The result was the Battle 
class of 2,315 tons standard 
displacement, or 3,300 tons 
full load. This was signifi cantly 

ordered in 1944 for the Royal 
Australian Navy, built locally.

The ships mounted two twin 
Mark IV 4.5-inch turrets which 
automatically followed the Mark 
VI director with its Type 275 
radar. This turret was a modifi ed 
version of that being installed 
in fl eet aircraft carriers, and a 
spare turret was trialled in the S 
class destroyer Savage in 1943. 
Unlike those carried by the 
carriers, the turrets mounted 
by the destroyer used separate 
shells and cartridge cases. 

The main armament was 
positioned well forward of the 

heavier than the 2,500 tons 
full load displacement of the 
standard wartime destroyers, 
and more in line with the 
size of German, Japanese and 
American destroyers which 
were by then being introduced. 

In 1942 16 ships of the new 
design were ordered, and 
these became known as the 
Early Battle Class. They were 
followed by another 26 the 
following year, the Later Battle 
Class, with two more ships 
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bridge, on a long forecastle 
and shelter deck, so that the 
guns had a 360-degree arc 
of fi re, and could be elevated 
from minus ten degrees to plus 
90 degrees. The anti-aircraft 
armament was supplemented 
in the 1942 ships by eight 
40mm Bofors guns, in twin 
Hazemeyer turrets, which had 
the same elevation range as the 
main armament and gave all-
round 360 degree cover, and 
six single 20mm guns. There 
were variations in the number 
and disposition of the 40mm 
and 20mm guns between the 
different ships, although later 
most ships standardised on 

40mm guns only.  There was 
also a four-inch gun abaft the 
funnel used to fi re star shells, 
but this was only fi tted on a few 
ships, and was later replaced 
by two single Bofors guns, as 
fi tted to the other Early Battles. 
The powerful gun armament 
was complemented by two 
quadruple banks of 21-inch 
torpedo tubes and depth charge 
racks and throwers.

This outfi t was varied for 
the Later Battle Class, which 
were completed with a single 
4.5-inch gun abaft the funnel,  
giving them greater fi repower 
aft than on the earlier vessels. 
They had a Mark 37 director of 

American origin, with a Type 
275 radar, to control their main 
armament. Eight 40mm Bofors 
(four in STAAG mountings 
on the after shelter deck, two 
amidships and one in each of 
the bridge wings), two sets of 
quintuple torpedo tubes and a 
Squid anti-submarine mortar 
on the quarterdeck completed 
their armament. 

The Squid was later added 
to the Early Battles in place 
of a single Bofors on the 
quarterdeck, and they also 
gained STAAG twin Bofors in 
place of the Hazemayers. Only 
eight of the Later Battles were 
completed because two ships 
were redesignated as Daring 
class destroyers, while the 
remainder were cancelled at the 
end of the war. 

Some of the cancelled units 
were due to receive the new 
Mark VI 4.5-inch gun, which 
was only two-thirds as heavy as 
the Mark IV and had a faster 
rate of fi re. A twin turret was 
fi tted to Saintes in 1947 for 
trials, and the gun went on to 
be fi tted to the two Australian 

Battles and to the Daring class. 
The steam turbine machinery 

in all the Battles was an uprated 
version of that fi tted to the L 
class, developing 50,000shp 
and giving a design speed of 
31.25 knots at full load. On 
full power trials, Vigo achieved 
33.5 knots at a displacement 
of 2,757 tons, while Hogue 
made 31.4 knots at 3,211 tons. 
Denny fi n stabilisers were fi tted 
to Camperdown and Finisterre, 
but plans to include them on 
the other ships were dropped, 
the space being used for extra 
oil storage instead. 

Service history
The fi rst Battle to be completed 
was Barfl eur, in September 
1944. She arrived in the Far 
East in July 1945 in time to 
participate in the fi nal stages 
of the Pacifi c war, and worked 
with a US Navy task group 
in attacks on Tokyo and 
Yokohama. She was in Tokyo 
Bay to witness the Japanese 
surrender aboard USS Missouri 
on 3 September. After VJ Day 
she was joined in the British 

ABOVE Trafalgar at speed with Dunkirk and Jutland, all units of the 7th Destroyer 
Squadron, in the Mediterranean in June 1958.

ABOVE Saintes, of the Early Battle Class, as leader of the 3rd Destroyer Flotilla. She 
was built by Hawthorn Leslie, on the Tyne, and completed in September 1946.

Corunna exercising at speed with all guns 
trained to port. Note the 4.5-inch gun abaft 

the funnel, indicating that she is of the Later 
Battle Class. Built by Swan Hunter, she was 

completed in June 1947.

BELOW Sluys on completion in 1946. 
She was built by Cammell Laird 

at Birkenhead and joined the 5th 
Destroyer Flotilla in the Home Fleet.
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Pacifi c Fleet by Armada, 
Camperdown, Finisterre, 
Hogue, Lagos and Trafalgar, 
which together formed the 
19th Destroyer Flotilla, with 
Trafalgar as fl otilla leader. 

The next group of ships to 
be completed, Cadiz, Gabbard, 
Sluys, Solebay, St James and 
St Kitts, formed the 5th 
Destroyer Flotilla in the Home 
Fleet, with Solebay as fl otilla 
leader, while Gravelines and 
Vigo were placed in reserve. 

On completion, seven of the 
eight ships of the Later Battle 
Class formed the 4th Destroyer 
Flotilla for service with the 
Home Fleet, Agincourt being 
the fl otilla leader. The eighth, 
Matapan, went into reserve. The 
19th Destroyer Flotilla returned 
home from the Far East in 1947 
and the ships were placed in 
reserve. However, later the same 
year Finisterre recommissioned 
to serve as a gunnery training 
ship at Portsmouth until 1954, 
being replaced by Vigo, which 
served until 1959, when the 
role was discontinued. 

In 1949 the 3rd Destroyer 
Flotilla was formed of Saintes, 
Armada, Vigo and Gravelines 
for Home and Mediterranean 
service; Barfl eur joined in 1951 
and Gravelines was replaced by 
St Kitts in 1953, which was in 
turn replaced by Camperdown 
in 1957. This squadron 
became involved in the Navy’s 
Operation Musketeer during 
the 1956 Suez crisis: Armada, 
Barfl eur and St Kitts were 
joined by Alamein (of the 4th 

Destroyer Squadron) to operate 
with the carriers Eagle and 
Bulwark, bombarding Egyptian 
positions, screening the depot 
ship Tyne, and acting as safety 
ships for fl ying operations.

The Battle class were not 
ideally suited to the Cold 
War Royal Navy. They were 
expensive to run with a large 
complement and had a fairly 
weak anti-submarine capability. 
They thus tended to be in the 
fi ring line when cuts were made 
and most of the ships spent 
signifi cant periods in reserve. 
A manning crisis in October 
1947 saw three of the ships in 
the 4th Destroyer Flotilla laid 
up temporarily while the newly 
completed Matapan, which had 
been slated to join the fl otilla, 
went straight into reserve. 

In 1949-50 economies led 
to Dunkirk, Barrosa, Alamein, 
Aisne and Jutland being laid 
up, but Aisne, Barrosa and 
Jutland were reactivated after 
about a year in reserve and 
returned to the squadron. 
In 1953 the 5th Destroyer 
Squadron (formerly the 5th 
Destroyer Flotilla), was paid off 
after the Coronation Review 
at Spithead, and only St Kitts 
and Solebay were to see further 
RN service. Cadiz and Gabbard 
were acquired by the Pakistani 
Navy in 1954, and after refi ts 
entered service in 1957 as 
Khaibar and Badr respectively. 

Khaibar became a casualty of 
the Indo-Pakistan war when she 
was sunk by a missile fi red by an 
Indian Navy fast attack boat in 
December 1971. Meanwhile, 
in May 1956 the Later Battles 
Agincourt, Barrosa, Alamein 
and Corunna reformed as the 

4th Destroyer Squadron for 
Home and Mediterranean 
service, while Aisne went into 
reserve, joining Jutland, which 
had been paid off again in 1953.

In May 1957 the 1st 
Destroyer Squadron was 
reformed, being made up of 
Solebay, Hogue and Lagos in 
Home and Mediterranean 
service; they were joined by 
Saintes, Camperdown and 
Armada in September 1958. 
Some of the squadron also saw 

service east of Suez. On 25 
August 1959 Hogue was in a 
high-speed night-time collision 
with the Indian cruiser Mysore 
in the Indian Ocean. One rating 
on Hogue was killed and another 
seriously injured, and the 
destroyer was so badly damaged 

ABOVE Anzac, of the Royal Australian Navy, showing the two Mark VI twin 4.5-inch 
gun turrets mounted forward, a distinctive feature of the two Australian Battle class 
ships. Built by Williamstown Naval DY, Victoria, she was completed in March 1951.

BELOW The Pakistani Navy’s Badr, 
formerly HMS Gabbard, seen in March 
1957 after her refit and just before 
leaving Portsmouth for Karachi. She 
had been purchased and refitted under 
the US Marshall Defence Aid Plan.

ABOVE Agincourt in April 1967, having been converted to a radar picket in 
Portsmouth Dockyard. The dominant Type 965 radar scanner can be seen above 
the large lattice mast, while on the after shelterdeck is the Seacat missile launcher.
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that she was withdrawn from 
service and scrapped in Malaysia. 

Lagos and Armada were paid 
off in 1960, and the other ships 
followed in 1962. In May 1958 
the 7th Destroyer Squadron 
was formed of Trafalgar, 
Dunkirk and Jutland, all of 
which had been brought 
forward from reserve for service 
in Home and Mediterranean 

waters, and they too served until 
1962. However, following the 
1957 Defence Review, which 
presaged deep cuts in the Navy, 
refi ts which were already under 
way on Gravelines and St James 
were abandoned and the vessels 
were scrapped.

When a need arose for radar 
picket escorts to detect and 
track incoming aircraft while 

accompanying a fl eet or task 
force, the large hulls of the 
Battle class were ideal for 
supporting the huge lattice 
mast needed for the Type 
965 radar aerials. Four ships, 
Agincourt, Aisne, Barrosa and 
Corunna, were selected from 
the Later Battles and taken for 
conversions in 1959, emerging 
three years later. Their torpedo 
tubes and Bofors guns were 
removed and the Seacat anti-
aircraft missile system was 
fi tted. Type 277Q height-
fi nding radar was mounted on a 
second, smaller lattice mast. 

Battles paid off
When they entered service 
in 1962, the remaining, 
unconverted Battles were 
paid off. As with many British 
warships in this period, expensive 
‘midlife’ refi ts were followed 
by only a short period of 
service. The radar picket Battles 
were operational in Home, 
Mediterranean and Far East 
waters for between fi ve and six 
years before entering the reserve. 
Barrosa was the last Battle 
in RN service, paying off at 
Devonport in December 1968. 

Meanwhile, Sluys had been 
given an unexpected reprieve 
from the scrapyard, when she 
was sold to Iran in 1966. After 
an extensive modernisation 
by Vosper-Thornycroft 
at Southampton, she was 
commissioned into the Iranian 

Navy as Artemiz in 1970. 
In January 1970 work began 

at Portsmouth dockyard on 
converting Matapan to a sonar 
trials ship after she had been in 
reserve since her completion in 
1947. She was docked on 13ft-
high blocks and plinths in No.14 
Dock to facilitate the construction 
of a deep skeg on the bottom 
of the ship, which housed the 
sonar equipment. Rebuilt from 
the weather deck up, she had a 
new bulbous bow (the fi rst to 
be fi tted to a Royal Navy ship) 
and the forecastle deck was 
extended aft to accommodate a 
helicopter fl ight deck. 

All her armament was 
removed, a new superstructure 
and fully plated mast were 
constructed, and an underwater 
sonar dome was fi tted. A 
second funnel was added for 
the sonar generators’ exhaust 
gases. Her displacement rose 
to 3,835 tons, with the work 
being completed in February 
1973. Despite this costly 
conversion, she saw only four 
years’ service, paying off at 
Portsmouth in August 1977 
and heading to the breakers 
two years later. 

With the Australian Battles 
having also been scrapped in 
the seventies, and the Pakistani 
Badr expended as a target in 
1990, the Iranian Damavand 
(ex-Artemiz) became the last 
survivor of the class until she 
was broken up, in 1996. 

Jutland (nearest), Dunkirk and Trafalgar, of the 7th Destroyer Squadron, in formation for the photographer, in the 
Mediterranean in June 1958. The thick black band on Trafalgar’s funnel indicates that she is the squadron leader.

ABOVE Matapan in February 1973 serving as a sonar trials ship following her 
extensive conversion in Portsmouth Dockyard. Originally built by John Brown, 
Clydebank, and completed in September 1947, she languished in reserve at 
Devonport until being selected for this role.

BATTLE CLASS
All of the Early Battle class were 
named after sea victories, but some 
of the Later Battle class names 
were of land battles.

EARLY BATTLE CLASS

Armada, Bar� eur, Cadiz, 
Camperdown, Finisterre, Gabbard, 
Gravelines, Hogue, Lagos, Saintes, 
St James, St Kitts, Sluys, Solebay, 
Trafalgar, Vigo.

LATER BATTLE CLASS

Agincourt, Aisne, Alamein, Barrosa, 
Corunna, Dunkirk, Jutland (ex-
Malplaquet), Matapan.

Launched but scrapped incomplete: 
Albuera, Belle Isle, Jutland, Namur, 
Navarino, Oudenarde, Poictiers, 
Talavera, Trincomalee.

Scrapped incomplete on building 
slip: Mons, Omdurman, River Plate, 
St Lucia, San Domingo, Somme, 
Waterloo (ex-Vimiera).

AUSTRALIAN LATER BATTLE CLASS

Anzac, Tobruk.
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The biggest cruise ships ever
A unique get-together of the world’s biggest cruise ships 
marks the arrival in America of Harmony of the Seas.

Harmony of the Seas leaves her new home port in 
Fort Lauderdale for her maiden Caribbean cruise.

On 4 November 
2016 Royal 
Caribbean 
International’s 
three Oasis 

class ships, all of which are over 
225,000gt, Oasis of the Seas, 
Allure of the Seas and the new 
Harmony of the Seas, met each 
other at sea for the fi rst and 
possibly only time. The three 
record-breaking sisterships 
came together to celebrate the 
US arrival of Harmony of the 
Seas on the eve of the ship’s 

debut in her new permanent 
home port of Port Everglades in 
Fort Lauderdale, Florida.  

The newest and youngest of 
the three ships, Harmony of the 
Seas, offi cially claimed the title 
of the world’s largest cruise 
ship earlier in 2016, being a 
foot longer than her sisters and 
nearly 1,700 gross tons greater.  
For her arrival in November, she 
was met by her two sisterships 
at sea for the spectacular sight 
of the three largest cruise ships 
in the world sailing together. 

On 5 November 2016 there 
was a ‘sail away celebration’ 
when Harmony departed on her 
maiden voyage from her new 
home port in Fort Lauderdale 
accompanied by a fl otilla of 
ships and vessels, including 
a team of 16 jetboard and 
jetpack riders from the Aquafl y 
Hydrofl ight Sports Performance 
Team leading Harmony of the 
Seas out to sea.

Oasis of the Seas and 
Allure of the Seas operate 
on the east coast of Florida, 

being homeported in Port 
Canaveral and Port Everglades 
respectively. Harmony offers 
seven-night Eastern and 
Western Caribbean itineraries.

Harmony of the Seas has 16 
passenger decks, measures 
226,963gt, carries 5,497 
guests at double occupancy, 
and features 2,747 staterooms. 
She was built by STX France in 
Saint-Nazaire, which is building 
one more unnamed ship of the 
same class, which is due for 
delivery in 2018. 



Oasis cruise ships
The three Oasis class cruises ships operated by Royal Caribbean International, Oasis of 
the Seas, Allure of the Seas and Harmony of the Seas, come together in November 2016.



ROYAL CARIBBEAN

Harmony of the Seas 
leaves Fort Lauderdale, her 

permanent home port.
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Connecting 
continents

How cable ships 
revolutionised the world

The telegraph ushered in a new age of communication in 1816, 
and soon cables stretched the length of the UK. Specialised ships 

took them underwater, and now the world is connected by a 
series of underwater cables, as Campbell McCutcheon explains.

Like many forms 
of electric 
communication, 
the idea of the 
telegraph was 

a Scottish one, first being 
mentioned by an anonymous 
correspondent of the Scots 
Magazine in 1753. By 1816 
a working telegraph was in 
operation in London. In 1837 
a commercial telegraph was 
in use along the London-
Birmingham railway line, and 
the following year a working 
system was installed along 
the Great Western Railway. 
In the same year Samuel 
Morse invented a telegraph in 
the USA, along with a code 
developed by Morse and Alfred 
Vail, his assistant. 

Soon, with cables stretching 
across the UK, Europe and 
the USA, thoughts turned to 
marine applications, and another 
Scottish development, that of 
gutta-percha, in 1842, provided 
a means of insulating cables for 
undersea use. By 1845 it was 
in use on a wire laid across the 
Rhine in Germany and was to 
be used on the Dover-Calais 
telegraph. In 1849 a test cable 
was run undersea for two miles 
from Folkestone and in 1850 
the Dover-Calais line was laid, 
soon to be followed by cables to 
Ireland and the Low Countries. 

ABOVE A 1910-issues postcard of the German cable ship Stephan, owned by the 
Norddeutsche Seekabelwerke (NSW) of Nordenham. NSW fitted the cable layers 
Stephan and Podbielski with 5,000 miles of cable and laid a telegraph cable from 
Borkum via the Azores to New York in 1904. 

ABOVE CS Faraday, built for Siemens, was one of the first purpose-built cable 
layers. Launched on 17 February 1874, at Newcastle-upon-Tyne, she was built by 
Mitchell & Co and incorporated notable features such as a bow rudder.

ABOVE Looking from the bow of 
Faraday, this 1874 view gives an idea of 
the deck arrangements of a cable ship 
and shows buoys being loaded aboard. 

ABOVE Great Eastern laying cable from 
her stern. Soon after her pioneering 
work, technology changed and cables 
were laid from the bow to prevent 
them fouling propellers. 

GreaT eaSTern
LaUnChed 31 January 1858

Maiden 
voyaGe

30 August 1859

SiZe 692ft

TonnaGe 18,915grt

PoWer Speed 14 knots
Five funnels as 
passenger ship; 
four as cable ship

CabLe Laid 30,000+ miles

Major 
CabLeS Laid

1865-6 Atlantic 
Telegraph
1869 French Atlantic 
cable
1870 British Indian 
telegraph
1875 Atlantic cable

SCraPPed 1889-90 on Mersey

A more ambitious scheme 
came in 1856 with the 
founding of the Atlantic 
Telegraph Company, which 
planned to lay a cable between 
Canada and Ireland, joining 
the old and new worlds 
and promising near-instant 
communication, rather than 
the previous 12-15 days of 
the fastest steam packets. The 
first Atlantic telegraph cable, 
laid in 1857-58, failed after 
a few weeks, but it showed 
the possibilities of the cable 
for communication across 
thousands of miles. The cable 
had begun to burn out and a 
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few weeks after it was installed, 
it totally burned out. It was 
not until 1865 that a new 
attempt was made. 

The 1865 attempt utilised 
the steamship Great Eastern, 
the largest ship in the world, 
which had been a failure as a 
passenger liner, despite making 
some transatlantic crossings. 
One of her five funnels was 
removed and her public rooms 
converted to hold cable in huge 
coils. She was loaded with cable 
on the Thames and sailed for 
Ireland, under the command of 
James Anderson, laying 2,600 
miles of cable that summer. 

In 1866 she grappled for 
the end of the cable laid the 
previous year, spliced a new 
one onto it and, in July 1866, 
sailed into Heart’s Content 
Bay, Newfoundland, where 
the cable was joined to the 
Canadian network. This cable 
performed faultlessly and was 
soon generating profits for the 
Atlantic Telegraph Company. 
Great Eastern laid more than 
30,000 miles of cable until 
she was laid up in 1878. In 
1869 she was chartered to 
the French to lay a cable to St 
Pierre et Miquelon, and helped 
lay the cable to India from 
Aden between 1869-70. 

By 1872 the various 
companies that owned 
the cable from Britain to 
India were formed into the 
Eastern Telegraph Company, 
and Australia was linked to 
the world in October that 
year. With cables being 
operated from Britain, and 
communication possible using 
land cables and the ones in the 
Indian Ocean and Atlantic, it 
took until 1902 for the Pacific 
to be crossed by undersea cables. 

The telegraph cables were 
primarily funded and operated by 
British companies, with the vast 
majority of cable ships in 1896 
(24 out of 30) being British, 
and two-thirds of the cables 
were also British-owned. At 
this time, the French had some 
cable ships, as did the Germans. 

The first purpose-built cable 
ship was CS Faraday, built 
by Mitchell on the Tyne, in 
1874, for Siemens Brothers, 
one of the main cable-laying 
companies. She incorporated 
twin screws and a bow rudder 
for mobility, as well as side-
by-side funnels. She also had 
swivelling bow and stern 

sheaves to prevent the cable 
fouling when ship and cable 
were not in a straight line. 

CS Faraday laid around 
50,000 miles of cable, the first 
being between Rye Beach, New 
Hampshire and Tor Bay, Nova 
Scotia. She was not scrapped 
until 1950, in Wales, having 
been used as a coal hulk at both 
Algiers and Gibraltar. 

The single largest operator 
of cables was Cable & Wireless, 
which started as a series of cable 
companies taking the telegraph 
into the Mediterranean and 
on to India. These companies 
were amalgamated in 1872 to 
become the Eastern Telegraph 
Company, with a UK base 
at Porthcurno, where the 
excellent Cable & Wireless 
museum can be found today. 

As traffic increased, many 
cable routes were doubled or 
quadrupled in capacity. With the 
start of the Boer War in 1899, 
quick communication between 
South Africa and Britain 
became hugely important, and 
the cable ships Anglia and Seine 
rapidly laid cables between the 
UK and the Cape. 

In the 1920s the advent 
of wireless began to make 
an impact on the British 
telegraph companies and, with 
Government help, they merged 
in 1929 to become Imperial & 
International Communications 
Ltd, with the main holding 
company known as Cable 
& Wireless. In the UK the 
GPO wireless system, run by 
Marconi, merged with the cable 
companies. The companies 
inherited 14 cable ships and 
164,000 miles of cable, and a 
rationalisation took place to get 
rid of duplication, with seven 
cable ships and 9,000 miles of 
cable being removed from the 
system by 1939. 

During World War II 
a number of cables were 

ABOVE Recorder (3), built by Swan, Hunter in 1954, replaced Stanley Angwin at 
Singapore. Her service area was from Colombo to Vancouver and she was used 
to repair broken cables. She is shown here alongside Mercury at Southampton’s 
Western Docks on 18 October 1967.

ABOVE The launch of CS Stanley Angwin at the Neptune yard of Swan, Hunter. She 
was 2,500grt, and was named after the former chairman of Cable & Wireless. Her 
bow sheaves are clearly visible as she leaves the slipway.

ABOVE Two ships were named Mirror: the first was built in 1886 and the second in 
1923, both on the Clyde. The second Mirror, shown here, was built for the Eastern 
Telegraph Co.

Cable Innovator
buIlt 1995 by Kvaerner 

Masa, Turku, Finland

SIZe 145.51m x 24.04m

tonnage 14,277grt

SPeeD 16.9 knots

CaPaCIty 8,000 tons of cable

Major 
CableS laID

1996 Asia Pacific
1998 Pan Americas
2000 Japan-USA 
2001 East Asia
2004 Norway-Svalbard
2009 Java-Singapore
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destroyed. The entry of Italy 
into the war in the 1940s 
saw the Mediterranean cables 
severed, and the Japanese 
victory in Malaya and Hong 
Kong resulted in cables in that 
area being severed too. Many 
cable ships were lost during the 
war as they were used to bypass 
or reconnect the lost cables. 

At the end of the war Cable 
& Wireless was nationalised 
and built its first cable layer in 
1962. CS Mercury was used to 
lay the Compac and Seacom 
telephone cables, as telephone 
communication began to take 
over from the telegraph in the 
1960s. With the growth of 
submarine telephone cables, 
C&W began to operate more 
cable layers, which could also 
be utilised as repair ships. 
Even though some of the 
contracts to operate telegraph 

cables were disappearing, the 
demand for laying new cables 
still increased, with the more 
common use of telephone 
between continents. 

By the 1980s fibre optic 
cables were being developed 
that could transmit thousands 
of calls simultaneously and, 
despite the use of satellite 
technology, cables were and 
still are an important means of 
communication, carrying much 
of the world’s internet traffic. 
The expanding services have 
meant that cable ships, both for 
laying and repairing, are still an 
important part of worldwide 
communications. 

Cable ships still play a hugely 
important role, not only in 
world communications but 
also in power supply. Most 
offshore oil fields are connected 
by submarine cables for both 

ABOVE Cable Enterprise at Hong Kong in September 1965 before she assisted with 
the laying of the Hong Kong-Guam part of the South East Asia Commonwealth 
Telephone Cable. She had a long career and was scrapped in 2002.

The brand-new CS Cable Enterprise in the Pool of London on 4 August 1964. Built at Cammell Laird, she was displayed for a short time on the 
Thames before heading to the Far East to take part in the laying of the Seacom cables. She spent much of her career based in the Philippines. 

ABOVE CS Mercury (8,962grt) was commissioned in 1962 and was constructed at 
Cammell Laird’s Birkenhead yard. She was built to lay undersea telephone cables 
and was, until  replaced by Cable Venture, the Cable & Wireless flagship. 

ABOVE CS Monarch at India & Millwall Docks on 7 July 1970. With the loss during 
World War II of any British ship capable of cable-laying, the GPO commissioned 
the fourth cable ship to carry the name Monarch from Swan, Hunter & Wigham 
Richardson in 1944. Handed over in February 1946, Monarch was the largest cable 
ship at the time of her building and could carry 2,500 miles of cable. She was sold 
in 1970 to become Cable & Wireless’ CS Sentinel and scrapped in 1977 at Blyth.
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power and communications, 
and the need for cable ships has 
been maintained, despite the 
use of satellites. There are still 
many cable ships in operation, 
both for repair and for cable-
laying. Over 60 are held in 
ports worldwide, ready to be 
called at short notice to repair 
cables damaged by anything 
from earthquakes to fishing 
nets closer to shore. 

ABOVE Two new cable ships were 
ordered in the 1970s for the Post 
Office. They were Monarch (5), 
pictured, which entered service 
in 1975, and Iris (3), both built by 
Robb Caledon. They were designed 
for repair work around the British 
continental shelf.

ABOVE Cable & Wireless ordered CS Pacific Guardian from Swan, Hunter and she 
was launched on 13 June 1984 for the Pacific service, being based at Suva, Fiji, 
having replaced CS Retriever. Transferred to Global Marine Systems Ltd in 1999, she 
was based in Sydney or Auckland. 

ABOVE Looking rather more modern than her heritage suggests, BT Marine’s 
CS Alert, built in 1961 by Fairfield at Govan, laid the first commercial fibre optic 
undersea cable, between Broadstairs and Ostend, in 1986. She has also served as 
mothership to the submarine rescue submersible LR5.  

ABOVE Built in 1995 at Turku, Finland by Kvaerner Masa, Cable Innovator was Cable 
& Wireless’ flagship. She could carry up to 8,000 tons of cable and was fitted only 
with stern sheaves. She was transferred in 1999 to Global Marine Systems Ltd.

How does a cable ship work? Until 
recent times pretty much every 

cable ship since Great Eastern has 
operated in the same way. At the 
bow or stern, sheaves would guide 
the cable, with operatives next to the 
sheaves controlling both cable and 
engine room, using engine room and 
cable machinery telegraphs. Huge 
circular tanks would hold the cable, 
with ships such as Cable & Wireless’s 
Stanley Angwin being able to carry 
400 miles of cable in three holds. 

Until 1962 the Cable & Wireless 
ships were only used to repair cables, 
and thus did not carry large quantities 
of cable. Cables were usually laid by 
the ships of Telcon, Siemens Bros and 
Submarine Cables Ltd. 

To repair a cable, a buoy would be 
laid to mark the end of the broken 
line and the crew of the cable layer 
would grapple for the cable. The 
electrical resistance of the cable 
would tell the engineers roughly 
where the break should be. When 
the end was found, it was attached 
to the buoy and a search undertaken 
for the other half, again using a 
grappling hook. When that was 
found, a new section was spliced in 
and the ship returned to the buoy, 

where this new section could be 
spliced to the original cable, after 
which the whole lot was returned to 
the depths. 

Famous cable ships include Great 
Eastern, a failure as an ocean liner 
but which came into her own as a 
cable layer; and CS Mackay Bennett, 
which was sent from Halifax, Nova 
Scotia, days after Titanic sank, and 
which recovered 306 bodies of 
victims of the shipwreck. Retriever 
was built in 1909 at Goole and based 
originally at Callao, Peru. She was lost 
at Piraeus when bombed in 1941. 
Mirror (2) was built by John Brown in 
1923 and based at Gibraltar for most 
of her career. She survived the war, 
despite being attacked by a Focke 
Wulf Condor, and laid a cable from 
Gibraltar to Algiers after the Torch 
landings. She was scrapped in 1964.

The cable ship Mercury, built by 
Cammell Laird, and launched in 1962, 
was instrumental in laying many 
submarine telephone cables and 
could carry 1,100 miles of lightweight 
cable. She was seriously damaged 
after an engine fire at Bristol in 1996 
and scrapped the following year. She 
could carry two months of stores, as 
well as 29 miles of grappling rope.

Cable-laying: how it works



ABOVE Pendrecht (1963/9,322gt) 
was built by Werf de Noord, 
Alblasserdam, Netherlands for the 
Crawford Shipping Co Ltd as Hurley 
Beacon, a name she carried until 
1967. She is seen on 2 October 
1971, about to make an upbound 
transit of the Welland Canal. She was 
sold to Cuba in 1973 and renamed 
Topax Island.

LEFT When the Italian-owned 
Capo Noli (1951/5,652gt) left the 
Welland Canal on 27 June 1971 and 
entered Lake Ontario, the waters 
were calm enough to show her 
reflection. She had two previous 
names, Philippe LD and La Ensenada, 
before becoming Capo Noli in 
1960. She was renamed Var in 1973 
and later Climax Ruby. Her career 
ended in 1979, when she arrived at 
Kaohsiung, Taiwan to be broken up.
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own photographs
The 26-mile Welland Canal, which connects Lake Ontario with Lake Erie, was a busy waterway in 
the 1970s. In the morning the east pier at the Lake Ontario end was the place to be, when the 
sun was at the best angle for photography. When the afternoon arrived, camera enthusiasts 
followed the sun and moved over to the west pier to continue their photography, as Gordon 
Turner did many times. Nowadays, barriers prevent access to the piers, in the name of security. 



READERS’ ARCHIVE

LEFT The 347ft Valya Kotik 
(1968/3,685gt), registered at 
Murmansk, was one of a large 
class of ships built in Rostock, East 
Germany for the Soviet Union. She  
was sold by her Russian owners in 
1998 to become Monajat, but was 
broken up at Alang in 1999. She was 
photographed on 4 August 1973. 

BELOW The small freighter 
Lottinge (1956/4,215gt), 
photographed on 30 June 1973, 
was owned by Constants Ltd of 
London and was built by William 
Gray & Co, West Hartlepool. Her 
career lasted for almost 36 years, 
during which she was renamed 
Samantha M, Cunski and Shahinaz. 
She was sent to Alang, India in 
January 1992 to be scrapped.

ABOVE The bulk carrier Avonfield (1967/13,195gt), owned by Field Tank Steamship Co and 
managed by Hunting & Son, Newcastle, was photographed on 17 June 1972. She was built 
at Pula, in what was then Yugoslavia, and had a 33-year career before being broken up.
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ABOVE Entering the Welland Canal on 25 April 1971, the Austin & Pickersgill-
built bulker Lawrentian (1969/14,807gt/22,800dwt), and she was widely used 
in the Great Lakes grain trade. She was owned by the Oregon Steamship 
Co Ltd of London, and became Lago Maracaibo in 1977, and then Kapetan 
Michalis and Sangita. In February 1994 she was broken up at Alang.
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DFDS was 
officially formed 
on 11 December 
1866, but it was 
January 1867 

before the company began 
sailings and became involved in 
international traffic. Starting in 
the North Sea and the Baltic, 
they also ventured to the 
Mediterranean, and before the 
end of the 19th century had 
established routes to the USA 
and South America.

As trade developed, Oscar 
II (1902), Hellig Olav (1903) 
and United States (1903), a 
trio of 10,000gt twin screw 
steamers built on the river 
Clyde by Alexander Stephen & 

Sons at Linthouse, sailed from 
Copenhagen and Oslo (then 
Christiania) to New York under 
Skandinavien-Amerika Lines 
branding, each carrying just 
over 1,000 passenger in three 
classes, including many west-
bound immigrants, with the 
service running until the 1930s. 

Hellig Olav and Oscar II 
were broken up in the UK by 
Hughes Bolckow at Blyth in 
1934, with United States towed 
for demolition at Livorno a 
year later after 462 Atlantic 
crossings covering 1,796,926 
nautical miles. They had been 
joined in 1906 by C. F. Tietgen, 
named after DFDS’s founder, 
built by Harland & Wolff. 

The DFDS 150th anniversary features conclude with Russell Plummer looking 
at the company’s early international services, including more than 30 years 

of transatlantic passenger sailings. 

International 
trade developed 
from the start

ABOVE Dana Corona (1970) at Genoa 
during a DFDS bid from 1971 to 
establish a Western Mediterranean 
service network based on the Italian 
port, which also employed sister 
vessel Dana Sirena (1969).

ABOVE Oscar II at New York during World War I, with her hull carrying national flags 
and the vessel’s name and country amidships to confirm Denmark’s neutrality.

BELOW The Clyde-built Hellig Olav 
spent more than 30 years on DFDS’s 
transatlantic service to New York until 
she was broken up at Blyth in 1934.

DFDS
anniverSary

Sadly, the 8,173gt vessel had a 
short career, being torpedoed 
off Bermuda in June 1918. 

Frederik VIII (1913/ 
11,850gt) became fleet flagship 
when delivered from the Vulcan 
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at one point in 1921 before 
inaugurating new services, 
which included Esbjerg-
Antwerp-Dunkirk services from 
1922, Copenhagen-Leningrad 
in 1925, and a long cargo run 
from Copenhagen to Greece, 
Turkey, Lebanon and Egypt, 
which started in 1937. 

Steam power disappeared 
from the DFDS fleet when the 
passenger/cargo vessel Botnia 
(1912/1,037gt) was withdrawn 
in 1966 after a career spanning 

DFDS did not neglect domestic 
routes, and a succession of 
passenger motor vessels 

were delivered by various Danish 
builders from the mid-1920s to late 
1930s, including a new C. F. Tietgen 
(1928/1,850gt). She was extensively 
altered and lengthened in 1954 and 
served on the Copenhagen-Aarhus 
route until being withdrawn in 1970. 
The last passenger vessel completed 
before World War II was the B&W 
diesel-powered 3,038gt Kronprins 
Olav, which joined the Aarhus route 

in 1937 after being completed 
at Helsingborg. 

Well-known on the Aarhus run 
from the late 1940s, she suffered a 
serious fire in 1950 during a sailing 
to Oslo. Passengers were forced 
to abandon ship and were picked 
up by the Swedish liner Stockholm. 
Kronprins Olav left DFDS in 1960 to 
put in a further 20 years of service 
for Italian owners after stern and side 
vehicle doors were fitted in Genoa 
for service to Corsica. She was finally 
broken up at Naples in 1986. 

Motor ships on domestic routes
Kronprins Olav during 
a DFDS career lasting 

from 1937 to 1960.

Liverpool Seaways, a vessel well-
known from her time on the Irish 
Sea, is now in the Baltic covering 

a DFDS ro-pax service from the 
Swedish port of Kapellskar to Paldiski 
in Estonia. Delivered in 1997 by 
Italy’s prolific Visentini Yard as Lagan 
Viking, she sailed opposite sister 

Mersey Viking between Liverpool and 
Belfast for Norse Irish Ferries before 
becoming Liverpool Viking in 2005. 

At the same time, her Mersey 
base was moved across the river to 
Birkenhead Twelve Quays and she sailed 
to Dublin rather than Belfast. The route 
had become a Norfolkline operation 

before being sold to DFDS in 2010, and 
the ship was renamed Liverpool Seaways 
following a 2015 move to the Sweden-
Estonia connection. She offers 2,200 
lane metres of vehicle space, with berths 
for 346, although only passengers 
travelling with cars or freight drivers 
are carried on the 36-hour crossings.  

Seaways from Merseyside to the Baltic
Liverpool Seaways, at Karlshamn, Sweden, 
now flies the Lithuanian flag.

Yard in Stettin and sailed until 
1936, following Oscar II and 
Hellig Olav for scrapping in 
Blyth. The American service 
was briefly revived in 1939 
using four motor ships carrying 
12 passengers, but was never 
resumed after World War II.

Although freight traffic 
boomed briefly after World War 
I, DFDS had 30 ships laid up 

52 years and starting with 
service as Aarhus. Used by 
German invaders as a hospital 
ship towards the end of World 
War II, she undertook a year 
and a half charter to the British 
Government to carry troops 
between Tilbury and Ostend 
or the Hook of Holland after 
hostilities ceased.

Although taken out of service 
and earmarked for scrap after 

returning to Denmark in 1948, 
passenger/cargo steamer 
Kobnhavn (1918/1,670gt) 
struck a mine in June 1948. 
Aarhus was subsequently used 
in her place, being converted 
to burn oil fuel, refitted and 
returned to service as Botnia 
for summer spells between 
Copenhagen and Helsinki or 
from the Danish capital to the 
Faroes. After being withdrawn 
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for a second time, she was used 
as an accommodation ship until 
being scrapped by MacLellan 
on the Firth of Forth in 1966.

Danish domestic operations 
expanded in the 1960s, when 
DFDS bought a two-thirds 
stake in Mols-Linien, which 
had started a passenger/vehicle 
link between Ebeltoft and 
Sjaellands-Odde, the shortest 
sea crossing between Jutland 
and Zealand, in 1966. 

New sisterships
They used newly-built 2,445gt 
sisters Mette Mols and Maren 
Mols, with a further pair, Mikkel 
Mols and Morten Mols, added 
during 1969. Larger vessels 
followed in 1975, and there 
was collaboration with Grenå-
Hundested Linien from 1979 
until 1984, when the Mols 
shares were sold to Lauritzen, 
leaving DFDS without a home 
waters service for the first time 
since its formation. 

The 1970s brought a bid 
to establish a Mediterranean 
presence out of Genoa using the 
ferries Aalborghus (1969) and 
Trekroner (1970), which were 
redundant after the closure of 
the Copenhagen-Aalborg route. 
Renamed Dana Sirena and Dana 
Corona, they sailed to Majorca, 
Alicante, Malaga and Tunis, with 
later calls at Tangier and Ibiza, 
before a cut-back saw Dana 
Corona used from 1975 to 1979. 

An attempt was also made to 
establish links from Ancona to 
Patras, Crete and Alexandria 
with the vessel, which was then 
running as Dana Sirena, before 
she returned to Copenhagen in 
December 1982. 

Maersk take-over a key feature

A major 
development 
for DFDS late 
in 2009 was an 
agreement with 

AP Møller-Maersk to acquire 
freight specialist Norfolkline. 
The takeover was completed 
in July 2010 and meant DFDS 
was the leading shipping and 

logistics company in northern 
Europe. They had a network 
of 25 routes and more than 50 
ships in the Baltic, the North 
Sea, the  English Channel and, 
briefly, the Irish Sea, together 
with a logistics division 
providing transport solutions 
through most of Europe.

In 2015 DFDS’s only 

ABOVE C.F.Tietgen, introduced in 1928, 
was the second vessel to carry the 
name of the DFDS founder.

ABOVE When withdrawn in 1966 after 
serving for over 50 years, the 1912-built 
Botnia, originally Aarhus, was the last 
steamship in the DFDS fleet.

ABOVE Queen of Scandinavia started life as Silja Line vessel Finlandia in 1981 
before joining DFDS in 1990, remaining until the closure of the North Shields-
Stavanger-Bergen service in 2008.

ABOVE Dana Regina passes King of Scandinavia in the Oresund while they were sharing the DFDS ‘Capital Cities’ service 
between Copenhagen and Oslo during the early 1980s.

remaining North Sea passenger 
route from Newcastle to 
IJmuiden, Holland handled 
a record 587,000 passengers 
and 121,500 vehicles, with 
results boosted by the strongest 
ever May to September 
results. Sisters Princess Seaways 
(1986/31,356gt) and King 
Seaways (1987/31,788gt) 
carried more than a quarter of a 
million passengers. 

The two were originally 
TT-Line’s Peter Pan and Nils 
Holgersson, running from 
Travemünde, Germany to 
Trelleborg, Sweden. Peter Pan 
then spent a decade as Spirit 
of Tasmania,  linking Port 
Melbourne with the island, 
followed by three years as Fjord 
Norway, joining DFDS as 
Princess of Norway in 2006. 

Nils Holgersson was bought 
by Brittany Ferries in 1992 and 
extensively rebuilt at La Spezia 
in Italy before an English 
Channel debut as Val de Loire. 
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Maersk take-over a key feature
She joined DFDS as King of 
Scandinavia in 2006, with her 
current name brought in while 
she was refitting at Fayard, 
Odense in 2011. Princess 
of Norway became Princess 
Seaways at the same time.

Former Esbjerg-Harwich 
stalwart Dana Anglia 
(1978/14,399gt) finished 
her DFDS days as Duke of 
Scandinavia on a short-lived 

service from Copenhagen to 
Gdansk, Poland and then ran 
from the Tyne to IJmuiden. 
A charter to Brittany Ferries 
as Pont l’Abbe ended with 
purchase by the French 
operator. In 2009 she  moved 
to Moby Lines as Moby Corse. 

DFDS next looked to the 
second-hand market for fresh 
passenger tonnage, with Wellamo 
(1975/20,804gt), owned by 

Finland Steamship Co (EFFOA) 
from the Baltic’s Silja Line 
consortium, brought in as 
Dana Gloria in 1981, sailing 
from North Shields to Esbjerg 
and Gothenburg. Copenhagen-
Oslo service followed as King 
of Scandinavia opposite former 
Harwich-Esbjerg vessel Dana 
Regina (1974/12,192gt), before 
she became Color Viking on 
Color Line’s Bergen-Stavanger-

North Shields run in 1994. 
She continued on Norway-

UK sailings as Jupiter after sale 
to Fjord Line in 1998, passing 
to Tromsø owners in 2005, 
with a move to Singapore in 
2007. Under the Cambodian 
flag since 2010, she is currently 
reported to be lying out of 
service in Phnom Penh. 

DFDS again turned 
to EFFOA to secure the 
1981-built Finlandia 
(34,093gt), once the world’s 
largest ro-pax ferry, which 
came on the Oslo service as 
Queen of Scandinavia in 1990 
and later ran from North 
Shields to Western Norway 
until DFDS closed the route 
in 2008. Since 2010 ashe has 
been Princess Maria on St Peter 
Line’s Stockholm-St Petersburg 
operation. DFDS will provide 
crew and management services 
into 2017, when crews for 
Princess Maria and running 
mate Princess Anastasia 
(1986/37,583gt), previously 
P&O’s Pride of Bilbao, transfer 
to new ro-ro vessels from 
FSG. Moby Line acquired St 
Peter Line last September. 
Princess Anastasia, valued at ABOVE North Sea sisters Princess Seaways and King Seaways, originally built to serve TT-Line between Germany and Sweden, 

have been on the route from Newcastle (North Shields) to IJmuiden, Netherlands since 2006.

Captain Niels 
Vestergaard has as 
much experience 
of DFDS ships as 
anyone, having 

worked for the company since 
1975, when he was 17 years 
old. He trained with DFDS 
and lives in the northern part 
of Denmark, near Skagen. 
Although he has been Master 
on Princess Seaways recently, he 
usually works on Ark Dania, 
running from Esbjerg to 

Imminghan, but he has been 
relieving on the Newcastle-
IJmuiden route, something he 
has done several times.

Among the other ships 
on which he has served are 
Dana Anglia as Chief Officer, 
and Captain on Princess of 
Scandinavia, both out of 
Harwich, and then running 
Newcastle to Gothenburg. He 
spent two years on Queen of 
Scandinavia running between 
Newcastle and Bergen, and 
then six years on Dana 
Sirenia. He was then relieving 
on the Newcastle-IJmuiden 
route for a year until moving 
to the freight ship Ark Dania. 

Princess Seaways has a crew 
of about 150, depending on 
the season. During the low 
season 139 are on board, and, 
as with most ships, they come 

from all over the world, but 
are mostly Polish and Filipino. 
All those involved in the ship 
management side of the vessel 
are Danish, and there are 
around 15-20 Danish crew 
on board. Niels works two 
weeks on and two weeks off, 
and holds a pilot exemption 
certificate for Newcastle and 
the other ports into which he 
brings ships.

He says: ‘Princess has been on 
this route for ten years and we 
had one of our best summers 
in 2016, being nearly sold out 
in July and August with tourists 
and cars. The ship is very 
popular with German tourists 
wanting to go to Scotland.

‘I was on board in very bad 
weather on 27 November 
2015 when stronger than 
predicted winds hit the ship 

while she was berthed at 
Newcastle, and all the mooring 
lines broke. We were ready for 
the high winds with the bow 
thrusters and engines running, 
and managed to anchor the 
ship in the river. After an 
hour, tugs pushed us back 
to the berth and we got new 
mooring lines, as the others 
had all broken. No passengers 
were on board at the time and 
all was well.’

On board the cruise ferry Princess Seaways

ABOVE Captain Niels Vestergaard on 
the bridge of Princess Seaways.

ABOVE The bridge and main controls 
on board Princess Seaways.
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DFDS fleet grows via acquisitions

Key investments for DFDS began 
with the 1980 acquisition of 
passenger and freight operator 

Tor Line. The two-ship Prins Ferries 
passenger/vehicle services from 
Hamburg and Bremerhaven to Harwich 
were taken over in 1981, with Norwegian 
freight shipper North Sea Line acquired 
in the late 1990s. Lithuanian company 
LISCO came under the DFDS umbrella 
in 2001, and the Norwegian freight 
specialist Lys-Line followed in 2003. 

Prins Ferries’ Bremerhaven route, 
using Prinz Oberon (1970/7,933gt), 
was dropped in 1982, with a last sailing 

on 17 December, but Prins Hamlet 
(1973/5,829gt) remained on the Elbe 
run until being replaced by the larger 
Hamburg (1976/12,752gt) in 1988. She 
is still operational in the Adriatic as 
Sveti Stefan II for Montenegro Lines. 

After charters, including a spell 
on the Harwich-Hook of Holland run 
during 1983 and cruising in Malaysian 
waters as Cruise Muhibah, the former 
Prinz Oberon became Munster for 
three years with B&I Line until March 
1993. Various Mediterranean charters 
came next, before she was converted 
by A&P Appledore on the Tyne in 1997 

to serve as a casino ship in American 
waters, an operation which met with 
mixed success. She was broken up in 
New Orleans in 2011.

Cuxhaven replaced Hamburg as the 
UK-Germany route terminal in 1988. 
The ferry Hamburg, originally Jahre 
Line’s Kronprins Harald, was renamed 
Admiral of Scandinavia in 2000, when 
she also had side sponsons fitted. She 
ran for Puerto Rico owners from 2003 
until arriving under her own power at 
Alang, India for demolition in 2011. 

Chartered as Harwich-Cuxhaven 
replacement was the Fjord Line vessel 
Bergen (1993/16,551gt), which became 
Duchess of Scandinavia and ran until 
the route was closed in October 

2005. She returned to Fjord Line to 
become Bergensfjord and now, after 
major rebuilding, links Stromstad and 
Sandefjord as Oslofjord.

ABOVE Hamburg, seen near Harwich, finished her time with DFDS as Admiral of 
Scandinavia. RUSSELL PLUMMER

ABOVE Debut day for Hamburg at St 
Pauli Landungsbrucken in the city of 
her name, 9 March 1983. RUSSELL PLUMMER

BELOW Chartered Norwegian ferry 
Bergen, seen at Cuxhaven, ran for 
DFDS as Duchess of Scandinavia from 
2003 to 2005, when the route closed. 

ABOVE King Seaways arriving in IJmuiden after a North Sea crossing. 

€22 million, is expected to 
remain in the Baltic, while 
Princess Maria, bought for 
€15 million, is heading for the 
Mediterranean for Onorato-
owned Moby’s Nice-Bastia 
service as Moby Dada. 

The Denmark-Norway 
‘Capital Cities’ link, starting 
northbound with a passage 
through the Oresund and 
finishing with a trip the length 
of the spectacular Oslo Fjord, 
is operated by Crown Seaways 

(1994/35,498gt), taken over 
during construction in Croatia 
after the failure of Euroway’s 
Lubeck-Travemünde route. 
Sailing first as Crown of 
Scandinavia, she was joined in 
2001 by Pearl of Scandinavia 
(1989/40,039gt), now Pearl 
Seaways and originally Viking 
Line’s Athena, bought by 
DFDS following cruise service 
in the Far East as Star Aquarius. 

DFDS Baltic services 
include ro-pax links from Kiel 

to Klaipeda, Karlshamn to 
Klaipeda, and Kapellskar to 
Paldiski, with vessels providing 
berths for between 250 and 
almost 500 passengers. There 
was further Baltic expansion 
from September 2016, when 
DFDS took over Estonian 
company Navirail OÜ’s freight 
and passenger service between 
Paldiski and Hanko, Finland. 
The agreement includes a 
four-year time-charter of route 

vessel Sailor (1987/20,783gt), 
which continues to make 16 
weekly crossings offering 1,650 
lane metres of vehicle space and 
berths for 119 drivers. 

Originally started by Greek 
operator Superfast Ferries, the 
Rosyth-Zeebrugge connection 
became a freight service under 
DFDS control and is now in 
profit for the first time. Some 
€6 million has been spent on 
route ship Finlandia Seaways 
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2003-06 • Fjord Norway • Fjordline • Bergen-Haugesund-Egersund-Hanstholm, Bergen-Stavanger-Newcastle

2011- • Princess Seaways • DFDS Seaways (København) • IJmuiden-Newcastle

1993-2002 • Spirit of Tasmania • TT-Line (Devonport) • Melbourne-Devonport

2006-11 • Princess of Norway • DFDS Seaways (København) • Bergen-Stavanger-Newcastle, IJmuiden-Newcastle

1986-1993 • Peter Pan • TT-Line (Hamburg) • Travemünde-Trelleborg

FERRY COMPANY

(2000/11,520gt), part of a 
four-strong series from China’s 
Jinling Yard, with work 
including the installation of a 
scrubber system. First named 
Finnmaid, she soon became 
Finnreel as the vessel figured in 
forest products transportation 
from Helsinki and Rauma to 
Hull from 2000 to 2008.

There was service between 
Rotterdam and Immingham as 
Tor Finlandia after DFDS Tor 
Line became owners, before a 
switch to DFDS Seaways and 
a change to the present name 
in late 2012. Carrying up to 
12 drivers, Finlandia Seaways 
is a stern loader with twin 
ramps, a longer one port side 
serving the shelter deck. She 
has a service speed of 20 knots 
from a MAN/B&W V48/60 
engine delivering 12,600kW. 

DFDS enter 2017 with King 
Seaways and Princess Seaways 
still running North Shields-
IJmuiden, and Crown Seaways 
and Pearl Seaways sharing 
Copenhagen-Oslo sailings. But 
as the years pass and the North 
Sea pair begin a fourth decade 
of service, DFDS will have to 
think in the longer term about 
replacements, although all 
current newbuilding investment 
is devoted to ro-ro tonnage, 
including the biggest so far, a 
pair of 6,800 lane metre ships 
from China’s Jinling Yard for 
2018 delivery, with options for 
up to four sisters to follow.

DFDS also retain a foothold 
in the Med through the one-
time LD Lines route from 
Marseilles to Tunis to which Ark 
Futura (1966/18,725gt) has 
returned, replacing chartered 
Stena Ro-Ro vessel Stena 
Carrier (2004/21,809gt). 

The Copenhagen-Oslo route’s Pearl 
Seaways is the first of DFDS’s four 
large passenger/vehicle ferries to 
appear in the new company livery 

with a black hull and funnel.

From Peter Pan to Princess Seaways
The many guises of the 1985-built cruise ferry now operating on DFDS’s route across the North Sea
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Ships Pictorial
Have you an outstanding photo that would grace our gallery? Send your 
image to Ships Monthly for inclusion in these pages, which showcase the best 
in ship photography around the world. 
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 The 1981-built ferry Stena Gothica (ex-Seafreight Freeway, Serdica, Nordic Hunter, Ash) arriving at Hook of Holland from Killingholme in November 2016. She 
is covering for Stena Transporter, which is in turn covering the freight on the Harwich-Hook route while Stena Britannica is in dry dock at Schiedam having 
scrubbers fitted. She has been named Stena Gothica since September 2015, and was previously operating on the Fredrikshavn-Gothenburg route. DAVID WALKER

 The veteran 1,075gt cargo vessel Kryssholm (1975) departs from Aberdeen on 17 October 2016 for Ålesund with fish pellets. The 41-year-old vessel meets 
the swell at the harbour entrance during the first strong winds of the winter in the North Sea. DAVID DODDS 
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 The 24,586gt purpose-built 
jack-up wind farm installation ship 
Pacific Orca (2012) working at the 
Rampion Offshore Wind Farm off the 
Sussex coast. Owned by Swire Pacific 
Offshore, she is currently the biggest 
wind farm installation vessel in the 
world. IAN GREENWOOD

 Following the collapse of Hanjin, 
the 2014-built container ship Hanjin 
Tabul was renamed Seaspan Zambezi. 
She is seen in Gibraltar’s Eastern 
Anchorage on 16 October 2016, having 
arrived from Valencia three days 
earlier. She is operated by Seaspan 
Ship Management. CHRIS BROOKS

 The 2014-built cruise ship Mein 
Schiff 3 (99,526gt) inbound to 
Barcelona on 30 August 2016. 
Operated by TUI Cruises, she was 
delivered from STX Finland Turku 
Shipyard on 22 May 2014 and her 
diesel-electric propulsion drives two 
fixed pitch propellers. BOB WRIGHT
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The general cargo and heavylift vessel 
HHL Amur (2009/9,611gt, ex-Beluga 
Fidelity) arriving on the Tyne to load a 
heavylift cargo. Reg MoRdecai collection
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The superjumbo ro-ros
Matt Davies profiles the ro-ro operation that 
helps to ensure the production of Airbus 
aeroplanes runs efficiently. French Company 

Louis Dreyfus 
Armateurs (LDA) 
have been shipping 
components for 

European aircraft manufacturer 
Airbus’ A380 jumbo for 13 
years. Three purpose-built ro-
ro vessels – Ville de Bordeaux, 
Ciudad de Cadiz and City 
of Hamburg – serve Airbus’ 
main construction locations, 
and operations have expanded 
beyond the A380 to move 
other Airbus components, 
utilising vehicle deck space to 
carry cars and trailers. 

Construction of the 800-
seat twin-deck A380 was a 
logistical problem for Airbus, 
as parts came from 14 different 
construction sites in Germany, 
France and Spain to the 
assembly plant in Toulouse. 
Components such as the wings, 
tail and fuselage, which Airbus 
would normally transport 

using its fl eet of fi ve heavy-load 
Beluga aircraft, were too large 
and an alternative was needed. 
But the proximity of the ports 
at Hamburg, Mostyn, St 
Nazaire, Bordeaux and Cadiz 
to the various assembly facilities 
suggested that sea transport 
was the solution. As a result, 
a tailormade transport chain, 
involving three ro-ro vessels, 
purpose-built terminals, river 
barges, specialised handling 
equipment and roadside lay-bys 
was developed. 

Airbus turned to LDA and 
Norwegian company Leif 
Höegh, who jointly formed 
Fret-CETAM to build and 
operate ro-ro vessels to carry 
A380 components under a 
long-term contract. During 
2015 LDA acquired Höegh’s 
50 per cent and took sole 
command of Fret-CETAM, 
renaming the company LD 
Seaplane in July. The A380 

ABOVE Ciudad de Cadiz at low tide aground on Salisbury Bank, Mostyn in February 
2013. Despite the incident, Seaplane LD has a 100 per cent record for the safe 
delivery of Airbus components. ANDREW CUDBERTSON
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The superjumbo ro-ros
components are built at various 
European Airbus plants: 
• The rear and forward fuselage 
are built at Finkenwerder, 
Hamburg, where a dedicated 
berth was built on the Elbe. 
• The wings are built at 
Broughton, near Chester, close 
enough to the River Dee for 
the wings to be carried by the 
Holyhead Towing-operated 
river ro-ro barge Afon Dyfrdwy 
to Mostyn. 
• The cockpit and nose sections 
are joined to the Hamburg-
built fuselage at St Nazaire.  
• The tail plane and 
undercarriage are built in 
Puerto Real, Spain and taken by 
road to Cadiz. Each component 
is ultimately transported by 
ro-ro to Pauillac, Bordeaux and 
transferred to one of two ro-ro 
river barges, Breuil or Brion, for 
a 95km journey along the river 
Garonne to Langon. 
• Road trailers take the 

components from Langon for 
the 240km journey to Toulouse 
for fi nal assembly of the A380. 

Airbus’s fi rst ro-ro, the 
21,682gt Ville de Bordeaux, 
was built by JinLing at Nanjing 
in China and entered service 
in spring 2004. The vessel was 
designed to accommodate 
a whole A380 airframe, 
broken down into seven main 
components on a strengthened 
obstruction-free main vehicle 
deck. The 11m-high stern door 
can take loads of 200 tonnes 
and is believed to be the largest 
watertight stern door ever fi tted 
to a ro-ro vessel. 

Ville de Bordeaux can operate 
as a conventional ro-ro and has 
a portable mezzanine deck, 
which separates the main deck 
into two levels, plus a lower 
hold which can take trailers or 
be split by hoistable mezzanine 
into two car decks. In total 
123 trailers or 658 cars can be 

carried. Accommodation for 
24 crew plus 12 truck drivers 
is available. Power comes from 
twin 8,400KW Mak 9M43 
engines giving a 21-knot speed. 

In early 2006 Fret-CETAM 
ordered two further ro-ro 
vessels from Singapore 
Technology Marine. With Ville 
de Bordeaux often underutilised 
and proving rather large for 
the short-term charter market, 
Airbus were persuaded that 
smaller vessels, which could 
be reconfi gured as short-sea 
car carriers, would be more 
effective. In addition, it was 
decided to operate three 
separate shuttle routes instead 
of the original concept of a 
vessel collecting a full plane, as 
any delay with one component 
had a knock-on effect 
throughout the supply chain. 

The new vessels, City of 
Hamburg and Ciudad de 
Cadiz, were delivered late, 

entering service in December 
2008 and May 2009 
respectively. The 15,643gt 
vessels measure 126.5m by 
20.6m, with a draught of 
5.5m, compared to the 154m 
by 24m and 6.7m draught of 
Ville de Bordeaux. But they can 
carry 200 more cars – 892 in 
total over 7 decks. They have 
500m of ro-ro lane, rising to 
3,120 metres of car lane when 
portable mezzanine decks are 
deployed. Their main vehicle 
deck can accommodate 31 
trailers or 161 cars. There are 
three further car decks; the 
lower hold has two levels; and 
there is a full-length fi xed car 
deck above the mezzanines. 
Crew accommodation for 21 
is available in separate cabins, 
with three additional cabins 
for pilot or Airbus use. The 
vessels’ small twin Man B&W 
engines provide for optimum 
use of space in the hull for 

ABOVE Ciudad de Cadiz approaching Mostyn. ANDREW CUDBERTSON

ABOVE The ro-ro river barge Afon Dyfrdwy grounded on the Mostyn iron grid 
berth for unloading. MATT DAVIES

Ville de Bordeaux swings off the 
berth at Mostyn. MATT DAVIES

ABOVE The main vehicle deck of the 
City of Hamburg loaded a pair of A380 
wings. MATT DAVIES

ABOVE An A380 wing mounted on a jig 
being loaded aboard City of Hamburg 
by MPV. ANDREW CUDBERTSON
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vehicles, giving a maximum 
speed of 18 knots. Although 
these vessels are slower than 
Ville de Bordeaux, the change 
to routing meant speed was no 
longer so important, with fuel 
consumption being halved. 

The vehicle decks on all 
three vessels are constantly 
dehumidified to limit possible 
damage from humidity and salt 
content to the cargoes. The 
ships have anti-heeling tanks, 
fin stabilisers and numerous 
devices to monitor the material 
stress on the components while 
at sea, including acceleration 
meters on the bridge. These 
measure the present and 
anticipated future acceleration 
of the aircraft components 
while the vessel is moving, so 
the master can adjust speed and 
course if necessary.

The first Airbus call to 
Mostyn was made by Ville de 
Bordeaux in June 2004. She is 
the largest ship to have visited 
the Welsh port, and her size is 
such that she can only sail and 
depart at high tide. The Dee 
estuary is notorious for shifting 
sandbanks and silting, and 
requires regular dredging. The 
area is a protected habitat and 
dredging threatens wildlife. 

The port wanted a deepwater 
channel available 24 hours a 
day, but was only able to gain 
limited dredging consent for a 
1.6km-long 80m-wide channel. 
Ville de Bordeaux therefore 

arrived on one tide, loaded a 
pair of wings, and departed 
on the next tide 12 hours 
later. However, since the route 
separation she rarely comes to 
the Dee. 

The Airbus ro-ros’ calls to 
Mostyn have not been without 
incident. In late January 2013, 
with winds gusting to 55 
knots, Ciudad de Cadiz broke 
her moorings at Mostyn and 
grounded on Salisbury Bank just 
outside the port. Initial efforts 
to refloat her failed, and Ville 
de Bordeaux was sent to collect 
the wings. She remained stuck 
until 9 February, when she was 
refloated with assistance from 
tugs, proceeding to Holyhead 
for a hull inspection.

The A380 wings arrive at 
Mostyn after a 28km four-hour 
river journey along the Dee 
from the factory at Broughton 
on the river ro-ro barge Afon 
Dyfrdwy. The barge transports 
a single 47m-long, 12m-wide 
and 2m-thick A380 wing and 
makes two journeys to Mostyn 
for each vessel call. Loading 
and unloading of Afon Dyfrdwy 
at Mostyn and Broughton 
is undertaken at low tide, 
with the barge grounded on 
a specially built iron grid to 
avoid the vessel movement and 
potential damage to the wings. 

The A380 production plan 
saw an increase in aircraft 
production from 2004, with the 
frequency going from monthly 
to weekly by 2010 and requiring 
two additional vessels. However, 
construction delays to the A380 
resulted in Ville de Bordeaux 
regularly being available for 
short-term charter work in 
between Airbus duties. She was 
chartered by Trasmediterranea, 
UECC, Cobelfret, LD Lines 
and P&O North Sea Ferries for 
short periods. She also spent 
a year laid up in St Nazaire in 
2009 after delivery of City of 
Hamburg and Ciudad de Cadiz.

Since 2010, when A380 
production was stepped up to 
four aircraft a month, the three 
vessels have operated a route 
each. Ciudad de Cadiz usually 
operates the Central route every 

Airbus ro-ros
NAme Ville de bordeAux City of HAmburg CiudAd de CAdiz

owNer Sea Plane One SAS Anita SNC Anita 2 SNC

built 2004 JinLing, Nanjing, China 2008, ST Marine, Singapore 2009, ST Marine, Singapore

toNNAge 21,528gt 15,643gt 15,643gt

dimeNsioN 154.3m x 24m x 6.7m 126.5m x 20.6m x 5.5m 126.5m x 20.6m x 5.5m

Power 2 x MAK 9M43 producing 8400 KW 2 x MAN B&W producing 4000 KW 2 x MAN B&W producing 4000 KW

sPeed 21 knots 18 knots 18 knots

CAPACity 12 drivers, 658 cars 4 drivers, 853 cars 4 drivers, 853 cars 

trAilers 123 (with cars reduced to 87) 31 (with cars reduced to 692) 31 (with cars reduced to 692)

lANe metres 1,805 3,120 3,120

ABOVE The chartered ro-ro Bore Sea has operated for Airbus for just over four 
years. She is seen at the Montoir ro-ro terminal on the River Loire at St Nazaire. In 
the background is the former LD Lines vessel Norman Asturias approaching the 
terminal after a crossing from Gijon. (LDA) .



City of Hamburg berthing at Mostyn 
with tug assistance. Andrew Cudbertson
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two weeks, collecting wings 
from Mostyn and taking them 
to Bordeaux. City of Hamburg 
operates the Northern route, 
taking the central and rear 
fuselages from Hamburg to 
Bordeaux via St Nazaire, where 
the cockpit is added; and Ville de 
Bordeaux operates the Southern 
route from Cadiz to Bordeaux 
transporting the tail plane and 
undercarriage. 

Chartered vessel
In April 2012 Ville de Bordeaux 
was joined by a chartered 
vessel, the 2011-built ro-ro 
Bore Sea, owned by Finnish 
group Bore. Bore Sea was 
initially chartered for three 
years and sailings were stepped 
up to weekly, with a call added 
at La Goulette, Tunisia to collect 
components manufactured by 
Aérolia in Tunis. The line was 
also opened up to freight and 
marketed as the ‘Milk Run’ – a 
reference to it being a regular 
delivery round. 

Bore Sea’s charter ended in 
June 2016, and the ‘Milk Run’ 
is now operated fortnightly 
by Ville de Bordeaux. A call 
at Tanger Med is included to 
collect cars built at Renault’s 
Melloussa plant near Tangier, 
and taken to Tunis and France.

The Central route includes 
a ten-hour detour to Pasajes, 
Spain to collect Vauxhall cars 
for Portbury during Bordeaux-
Mostyn sailings. At Portbury, 
wings for the A400M military 
plane, manufactured at nearby 
Filton, Bristol, are loaded 
aboard Ciudad de Cadiz which 
then calls at Mostyn to collect 
A380 wings, sails to Bordeaux 
to unload the A380 wings, and 
to St Nazaire to unload A400M 
wings. From time to time, the 
A400M wings are taken directly 
to Seville, 55 miles inland on 
the Guadalquivir river.

The Northern route also 

ABOVE The main deck of Ville de 
Bordeaux, with an A380 wing on a jig 
to the left and two jigs double stacked 
on the right. MAtt dAvies

ABOVE The giant stern door of Ville de 
Bordeaux measures 22m by 14m and is 
the largest ever watertight stern door 
fitted to a ro-ro vessel. MAtt dAvies

now calls at Pasajes on the way 
from Bordeaux to Hamburg 
to collect Opel cars built in 
Zaragoza. In between Airbus 
sailings, the vessels are available 
for regular charters. Ville de 
Bordeaux has carried trailers 
from Naples to Sicily for the 
Italian ferry company TT Lines 
and, during 2015 and 2016, 
12 new eight-car trains, each 
with twin locomotives, were 
transported from La Rochelle 
to Tanger Med. Meanwhile 
City of Hamburg and Ciudad 
de Cadiz have undertaken 
regular trips carrying Opel cars 
from Vigo to Mostaganem, 
Algeria, and Nissan vehicles 
from Newcastle to Livorno. 

By moving from a road 
and air logistics chain to sea 
transport, Airbus has developed 
its own ‘motorway of the 
sea’, which has evolved into 
three routes on which a range 
of cargoes are carried. With 
demand for air travel seemingly 
insatiable, and the vessels’ 
flexibility proving a bonus, the 
concept of ‘Airbus on board’ 
looks set to grow. 

ABOVE The ro-ro barge Afon Dyfrdwy on the river Dee transporting an A380 wing 
from Airbus’s Broughton plant to Mostyn. Andrew Cudbertson

BElOw Ciudad de Cadiz is passed by 
Ville de Bordeaux, which was sent 
to collect her cargo from Mostyn 
following her grounding in the Dee 
Estuary in 2013. Andrew Cudbertson
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With two new 
ferries on 
order in 
Vietnam 
for delivery 

in 2017, the Frisian Island 
operator Rederij Doeksen is 
looking to the future with 
optimism. The new vessels 
will be broadly similar to the 
slowspeed catamaran Vlieland, 
which currently maintains 
the crossing from Harlingen 
to her namesake island, and 
will enhance the company’s 
services. Vlieland makes three 
return crossings a day, starting 
with an 0900 departure from 
Harlingen for the hour-and-
a-half trip across the shallow 

Waddenzee, and offers 
something of a lifeline service 
to the islanders. 

This ship was built in 2005, 
replacing Oost Vlieland, and 
was a bit wider and more 
suitable for the route than her 
predecessor. She was built by 
FBMA Marine, Cebu in the 
Philippines and can carry up to 
59 cars and 1,200 passengers. 
She is well suited to the route 
across the Waddenzee, which 
involves several changes of 
course to avoid sandbanks 
and keeping to the channels 
which run to the the islands of 
Vlieland and Terschelling. 

Rederij Doeksen, which was 
founded in 1908 by Gerrit 

Crossing the Waddenzee

Doeksen and his two eldest 
sons, Jan and Daan, operates 
a public transport concession, 
which it was awarded in 2014 
and which will run until 
2029. The company’s vessels 
transport about 630,000 
tourists and 104,000 residents 
to Terschelling and Vlieland 
annually, using three ro-pax 
ferries, two fast ferries, a ro-ro 
catamaran and a water taxi.

Rederij Doeksen was originally 
founded as a tug operator 
involved in the salvaging of 
ships along the northern coast 
of the Netherlands between 
Den Helder and the small 
island of Rottum, near the 
German border and the Ems 

river. Some of its ships also 
worked on harvesting shellfish 
from the Waddenzee. 

Operating since 1920s
Since 1923 Doeksen has 
operated passenger ferry 
services to Terschelling and 
Vlieland, after taking over 
the assets of  the Terschelling 
Steamboat Company, 
Terschellinger Stoomboot 
Maatschappij. With slower and 
less powerful ships in service, 
the crossing from Harlingen 
to Terschelling then lasted two 
and a half to three hours. 

However, Doeksen wanted 
to reduce crossing times, 
and special postcards in the 

to the Frisian     Islands



ABOVE The catamaran Vlieland makes her mid-
morning departure from Vlieland. 

BELOW Friesland arriving at Terschelling after 
crossing the Waddenzee.
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Rederij Doeksen operate a small fleet of specialist ferries out of 
Harlingen, crossing the Waddenzee to Vlieland and Terschelling, 
which requires special vessels to cope with the shallow waters 

and sandbanks, as Nicholas Leach found out. 

Crossing the Waddenzee

1930s advertised the shipping 
company having ‘Europe’s 
fastest passenger craft in its 
class’. This was the salvage tug 
Holland, which could reach 
a speed of 15 knots. A saloon 
was built on the quarter-deck 
so that the tug could be used 
as a passenger craft for the 
Harlingen-Terschelling service 
during the summer.

Shortly before the outbreak 
of World War II one of the 
most powerful and fastest 
deepsea tugs in the world was 
ordered, enabling Doeksen to 
outrun its rivals when going 
to a ship in need of assistance. 
Unfortunately, this powerful 
tug was lost when in German 

to the Frisian     Islands
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service during World War II and 
never sailed for Doeksen.

After 1945 the passenger 
service had to use pre-war 
vessels, but as tourist numbers 
gradually increased, Doeksen 
commissioned a new Holland. 
This was not only a salvage tug, 
but also a passenger ship which 
could carry approximately 700 
people. During the 1950s and 
1960s Doeksen kept its fl eet 
up-to-date, and since then has 
constantly been looking at 
buying and building new and 
more suitable ships to meet 
growing demand. 

As speed was one of its 
priorities, in October 1973 
Doeksen commissioned its 
fi rst catamaran, Koegelwieck, 
which has since been sold. 
She was something of a 
novelty in the Netherlands, 
but showed the way forward, 
and several catamarans have 
since served the company. A 
staff of approximately 130 are 
employed as crews, to keep 
mainland services running, and 
in administration.

The new ferries
Rederij Doeksen is continually 
looking to improve its services, 
hence its decision to order two 
new ferries, which are now 
under construction in Vun 
Tau, Vietnam, and will be the 
fi rst LNG-fuelled ferries in the 
Waddenzee. They represent a 

fi rst step towards a transition to 
LNG as a fuel in the Wadden 
Sea, and will contribute to 
the ‘Sustainable development 
ports and energy’ project, part 
of the Pioneer Program of the 
Wadden Fund (Waddenfonds). 
The Wadden Fund, which 
invests in initiatives and projects 
that enhance the ecology 
and sustainable economic 
development of the Wadden Sea 
region, awarded Doeksen a grant 
of €1,207,500 for this project.

Increasing demand for  
transportation of passenger 
cars to Terschelling led to the 

BLOW The 1992-built catamaran Koegelwieck moored at Harlingen. The 35.5m 
vessel is the third fast ferry operated by Doeksen. 

The fast ferry Tiger operating in the 
Waddenzee has a speed of 27 knots. 
NICHOLAS LEACH

THE 3,583gt ferry Friesland berthed at Harlingen. The 
69m vessel was built in 1989 and can accommodate 
up to 1,100 passengers. NICHOLAS LEACH
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The slowspeed catamaran Vlieland 
maintains the regular crossing to 

her namesake island. She has a top 
speed of 13 knots, and makes three 
crossings a day during the summer, 
and two on most days in winter. Only 
rarely do crossings get cancelled.

On the bridge are Captain Klaas van 

Randen (pictured), chief of� cer Peter 
Arie Visser, chief engineer Harry 
Jurjens, and ABs Paul Hoedemaker 
and Louis de Graaf. Klaas has been 
a captain with Doeksen since 1998 
and was chief of� cer before that. He 
worked in the merchant navy before 
joining the company, sailing on 

On board Vlieland to Vlieland

REDERIJ DOEKSEN’S FLEET
NAME YEAR GT DIMENSIONS PASSENGERS ENGINES (NOTES)

FRIESLAND 1989 3,583 69m x 16m 1,100, 100 cars 2x 1,750kW, 12 knots

KOEGELWIECK 1992 439 35.5m x 10m 312 2x water jets

MIDSLAND 1974 1,812 78m x 12m 700, 53 cars 2x 1,250kW, 12 knots (due to be replace in 2018)

TIGER 2008 600 52m x 12m 414 2x water jets, 2,000kW, 27 knots

VLIELAND 2005 2,726 64.1m x 17m 950 4x 630kW, four screws, 12 knot

NOORD-NEDERLAND 2002 204 48m x 15m 4x 280kW, 12 knots (ro-ro freight catamaran)

ZEEHOND 2011 12 (Water taxi for extra sailings to and from Vlieland)

decision to order the new ships, 
as more car deck space was 
required, as well as additional 
midday departures from 
Harlingen and Terschelling. 
Two smaller ro-pax ferries were 
seen as the way to meet this 
demand, rather than one large 
ship as at present. In addition, 
the oldest  vessel in the fl eet, 
Midsland, needs replacing.

The safest and most effi cient 
hull form for ferries operating 
in the shallow Waddenzee has 
proved to be a catamaran. The 
hulls have less draught and 
need less propulsive power, 
resulting in lower emissions and 
operating costs. Aluminium 
is seen as the ideal hull 
material, and LNG a clean and 
practical energy source for the 
21-nautical-mile route.

The new vessels measure 
70m by 17m, with a draught of 
2.6m, and can carry up to 64 
cars and 600 passengers, with 
130 lane metres for trucks, and 

ABOVE Passenger facilities on board Vlieland consist of a range of seating in 
saloons, with a cafeteria serving food and drinks

ABOVE Holland (IV) was built in 1951 
as a salvage tug by Ferus Smit yard, 
Holland; she salvaged 161 ships 
between 1951 and 1975. In the summer 
she was put into use as an extra ferry 
operating between Harlingen and 
Terschelling, and so was fitted with a 
saloon accommodating 700 passengers. 
COR SWART, COURTESY OF DOEKSEN 

a sailing time from Harlingen 
to Terschelling of an hour and a 
half. The propulsion consists of 
two MTU lean-burn single-fuel 
LNG engines, driving a Veth 
CRP azimuth thruster.

The contract with Strategic 
Marine in Vietnam was signed 
in April 2016 and the keel of the 
fi rst vessel was laid two months 
later. The fi rst vessel is due to 
arrive in Harlingen in December 
2017. In early 2018 the LNG 
bunkering set-up will be ready, 
so that in April 2018 the new 
vessels can enter service. 

general cargo vessels for Heerenveen 
around the world. He says: ‘I was 
away for three to six months, but 
now I can go home every night. The 
route I serve is the same every day, 
but in the merchant navy you never 
knew where you were going.’ 

All of Vlieland’s crew come from 
Vlieland, while the crew for the 
Terschelling ship come from that 
island. Doeksen operate four ferries, 
of which Vlieland and Friesland are 
the biggest. Vlieland is crewed by a 
captain, chief of� cer, chief engineer 
and two ABs, as well as catering crew, 

the size of which  depends on the 
number of passengers on board and 
varies with the season, but consists 
of at least three, so the ship has a 
minimum crew of eight. 

The maximum number of 
passengers is 1,200 and, although 
there is a car deck capable of 
accommodating up to  54 cars, no 
tourists are carried, so the car deck is 
usually occupied by trailers bringing 
supplies to the island. The crew work 
15 hours a day for three days and 
then have six days off, and many 
have other jobs on the island. 

LEFT The historic ferry Friesland 
I (591gt) was in service from 1956 
to 1988, and was the first Doeksen 
ship to be fitted with radar. She is 
a historic monument and, since 
2002, has operated excursions 
from Enkhuizen to Medemblik 
and from Hoorn to Medemblik. 
COURTESY OF DOEKSEN
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With regard to the information 
published about the former Japanese 
ferry Central No.3, later El Djezair and 
� nally Cleopatra 1 (SM, Sept 2015 and 
Jan 2016, p.63), I can con� rm that 
Cleopatra Moon and Shahd Cleopatra 

were both anchored in Suez Bay on 6 
December 2015. I took a photo in the 
early morning of each of the ships 
when the ship I was on passed them.
Hans-Henrik Fentz
Greve, Denmark

Old Japanese ferry seen at anchor
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Three Little Liners 
Life is full of surprises, and this 
was certainly the case when I 
read the very interesting article 
by Ron Neish (SM, Oct 2016) about 
the S class cargo ships built at 
Henry Robb’s shipyard at Leith in 
the 1960s. Coincidentally, I share 
the same name as the author, 
who served his time as a loftsman 
at Henry Robbs, while I went to 
sea with Christian Salvesen & Co, 
whose of� ces at that time were at 
29 Bernard Street, Leith. 

I was a deck cadet and joined 
my � rst ship, Culrain, at the 

Rothesay Dock in the Clyde in 
January 1957. I sailed with Salvesen 
as cadet and third mate, left 
the company for nine years and 
rejoined in 1971 as Chief Of� cer. 

A second coincidence lies in 
Ron’s article highlighting Sorrento, 
which was sold to Gracechurch 
Line and renamed Gracechurch. 
Gracechurch Line owned three 
ships in the late 1970s or early 1980s 
– Fenchurch, Gracechurch and 
Virgilia – which were all managed 
by Salvesen, then Christian Salvesen 
(Shipping) Ltd, with a head of� ce at 
50 East Fettes Avenue, Edinburgh. 

All three ships were employed on 
the UK/Mediterranean trade, and 
I was lucky enough to have sailed 
on all three as master. Gracechurch 
was of 1,523 gross, 708 net, and, 
while she still had her bowthruster, 

Write to Ships Mail, Ships Monthly, Kelsey Publishing, Cudham Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill, Cudham, Kent TN16 3AG, or email sm.ed@
kelsey.co.uk. Please note that letters via email must enclose sender’s full postal address. Contributions to Ships Monthly must be 
exclusive and must not be sent to other publications. The editor reserves the right to edit material. Kelsey Publishing reserves 
the right to reuse any submission sent in any format. 

Little liner memories
I would like to thank David Toy for his 
excellent article on the three liners of 
General Steam Navigation Company 
(SM, Nov 2016). What memories they 
bought back! As a Southend lad in the 
1950s and 196Os, I seemed to spend, 
with my family, half my life rushing 
down Southend Pier to catch any 
one of them to whisk me off to what 
seemed exotic places, such as Calais. 

My own favourite was the Royal 
Daffodil, because she had two funnels 

there were no side-loading doors. 
I wonder if the fact that they 
had been welded up could have 
contributed to the discrepancy 
between the gross tonnage of 
1,559gt mentioned by Ron and the 
1,523gt on the ship’s of� cial stamp 
in my discharge book?

there were no side-loading doors. 

Ellerman Wilson Line’s 1965-built cargo 
vessel Salerno. (FotoFlite)

The mystery ship Ubena (SM, Oct 
2016) brought back many happy 
memories for me. Built in 1928 for 
the German East Africa Line, she 
was used as a hospital ship during 
World War II. After the war, she was 
converted into a troopship as part of 
the war reparations, and, renamed 
Empire Ken, was one of many Empire 

vessels used to bring troops home. I 
was a crew member on her between 
1955 and 1957, serving as ship’s 
printer. During the Suez War we were 
away for three months, when it was 
supposed to be three weeks. She was 
the best ship that I ever sailed in.
Anthony Hayes
Macey, New York

Happy memories of mystery ship

Empire Ken deploying 
troops for the Suez 
War in 1956.

It was a particularly interesting 
article, although I was saddened 
to read of the ultimate demise of 
Sorrento/Gracechurch/Al Marjan. 
I wish my namesake all the best in 
his reminiscing of old times.
Ronald James Neish
Totnes, Devon

and, as she approached Southend Pier, 
she looked like a liner. I also remember 
Rochester Queen, which rolled a fair bit 
and I remember getting soaked by a 
large wave, which came over the bow.

My late father considered himself 
well-versed in the Thames steamers, 
having travelled on all of the pre-war 
paddlers, as well as the three new 
motor ships. I have somewhat tatty 
postcards of the pre-war Queen of the 
Channel, Royal Sovereign and Royal 
Daffodil. I believe my father may well 

have played a part in GSNC trying Royal 
Sovereign running from Clacton and 
Great Yarmouth, as I recall him talking 
to GSNC managers on one of our many 
trips. It was his view that GSNC would 
do well operating out of these ports. 
Thank you to Ships Monthly for the 
high-quality articles and features.
Robert Holmson
Ammanford, Carmarthenshire

I was a cadet on HMS Worcester when 
she was moored at Greenhithe on the 

Thames, and so frequently saw the 
smart General Steam Navigation white 
excursion ships as they plied their trade 
up and down the river. On our prize-
giving day in the summer of 1951, Royal 
Daffodil brought visiting parents to our 
ship from the landing stage at Tower 
Bridge and, after the ceremonies, we 
returned with them to go on leave. 

When they arrived at our ship, we 
were out on the starboard lower main 
yardarm waving furiously. I was told 
that several mothers nearly had heart 
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distribution), and heavy loaded 
propellers often have a reduced 
pitch at the propeller tip in order 
to decrease the risk of cavitation 
(creation/bursting of local bubbles), 
which creates noise and vibrations.

With a controllable pitch 
propeller, the pitch can by changed 
mechanically, usually by a hydraulic 
piston mechanism in the propeller 
hub. A fixed propeller is a propeller 
where the pitch is constant during 
operation, as the blades and propeller 
are normally cast as one single piece.
Hans Otto Holmegaard Kristensen
Consulting Naval Architect 
Kokkedal, Denmark

Faroes to Grimsby
 I always look forward to receiving 
Ships Monthly and read it from cover 
to cover, although I was never a 
professional seaman. And I would 
like to add a few thoughts to the 
feature on ships to the Faroes (SM, 
Nov 2016). In 1973 I visited the islands 
on the research ship Scotia. We had 
radar trouble and had to stay a couple 
of days in Klaksvik. While there, I 
noticed a group of ladies on the quay, 
all carrying bags. Apparently, they 
were local housewives who regularly 
travelled to Grimsby in a ship carrying 
frozen fish, and it was their best 
chance to visit the shops.
John Dye
Acharacle, Argyll

Cricklade still in use
While talking to the Harbour Master in 
Oban this summer, we were informed 
that our vessel, Cricklade, had been 
one of the mystery ships (see SM, Apr 

attacks when they saw their little 
darlings high above them. Without 
safety nets and other such devices, 
this would not be allowed today.
John Lane
Barwell, Leicestershire

Variable pitch propellers
Leslie Richmond raises the question 
(SM, Aug 2016) of whether the German 
icebreaker Polarstern has variable 
pitch propellers or controllable 
pitch propellers (CPP). The answer 
is a definite yes: the icebreaker 
has controllable pitch propellers, 
which are also called variable pitch 
propellers, contrary to the explanation 
by Mr Richmond. It was stated that a 
variable pitch propeller is a propeller 
where the pitch of the blade varies 
along the radius. That is not the 
official explanation and is in reality Mr 
Richmond’s own interpretation.

For many propellers, the pitch 
varies along the radius in order to 
adapt the pitch to the inflow speed 
to the propeller (called the wake 

Umm Said compound, and it is 
something I will never forget. I knew the 
two pilots, Captains Harris and Warrick, 
and we were told that only Captain 
Harris and one or two crew members 
were on board, as the rest had gone 
ashore. This was clearly not true.

We were also told that the explosion 
was caused by gas in the empty oil 
tanks, while the ship was waiting to 
reload at Umm Said, so I am very pleased 
to able to read the true account of 
the incident, as it is something I shall 
never forget. Soon afterwards I went 
on to work for Abu Dhabi Petroleum in 
Bahrain, before details of this dreadful 
accident were released.
Anna Stokoe
London

Farewell to Abel’s yard
I read with interest the letter from 
Professor M. Murch (SM, Dec 2016) 
about Albion dockyard and the final 
vessel worked on by David Abel and the 
team, the conversion of the Gosport 

2016). Cricklade was purchased from 
Rosyth Marine Services of Leith in 
February 2009 and taken down to Hull 
(via Whitby) for a refit at Dunstons Ship 
Repairs. Over five years we (a bunch of 
amateurs) completely stripped her and 
fitted her out into one of the most 
comfortable pleasure vessels afloat. 

During the summer months she is 
based at Oban, from where we cruise 
around the Western Isles and the 
Hebrides. Throughout the winter she 
is based in Salford Quays, which is only 
20 miles from where we are all based 
in Huddersfield. For more information 
about, and photos of, the vessel, see 
mvcricklade.wordpress.com. 
R. Martin Lawton
Skipper, Cricklade

British Crown explosion 
I was pleased to read Graham Wallace’s 
account of the explosion on board the 
British Crown in Umm Said, Qatar (SM, 
Nov 2016). I was there at the time and 
witnessed this from the company’s 

Lighthouse Calendar
The Northern Lighthouse Board’s 
2017 calendar is now available. It 
includes 12 high-quality photos 
of some of the many lighthouses 
operated by the Board. Priced at 
£7.50 including postage (£12.50 
Europe, £15 rest of world), 
it can be ordered from The 
Information Officer, Northern 
Lighthouse Board, 84 George 
Street, Edinburgh EH2 3DA; 
cheques payable to the Northern 
Lighthouse Board.

I saw Waverley at Swanage Pier on 22 
September 2016 (pictured) on the 
occasion of the cruise to mark the 
50th anniversary of the final sailing of 
PS Embassy in 1966. For the occasion 
Waverley was flying Embassy’s name 
pennant, loaned by Richard Clammer. 
When I worked for Cosens, I served 
on Embassy several times during the 
winter, although my seagoing time was 
spent on Monarch in 1960, and Consul 
in 1961. I left the company with the 
sale of Consul after the 1962 season. 

I still remember with affection 
my time working with Monarch, the 
first paddle steamer built for the 
newly-formed Southern Railway, as 
Shanklin, in 1924. Consul was the last 
Victorian paddle steamer in service, 

and Embassy, built in 1911, was the last 
steamer for the joint LSWR and LBSCR 
service between Portsmouth and 
Ryde. Embassy survived to become 
Cosens’ last paddle steamer and the 
last surviving LSWR/LBSCR joint vessel. 

I managed to salvage her duplex 
engine room pressure gauge, with 
LBSCR printed on the face, and, several 
years ago, donated it to the Isle of 
Wight Steam Railway Museum.
Brian Jackson
Weymouth, Dorset

50th anniversary of paddler Embassy

www.shipsmonthly.com • February 2017 • 61

During an enjoyable cruise recently 
I came across some unusual ships in 
the various ports at which we called. 
One, at Rijeka in Croatia (pictured), 
was an old naval vessel, but I cannot 
identify it and wonder if any readers 
could help? The vessel was certainly 

short of paint and had seen better 
days, and had no visible markings 
and few outstanding features, apart 
from an open bridge. The vessel was 
behind a high security fence, but was 
clearly no longer in service. 
R. Polworth, Newcastle-upon-Tyne

An unknown naval vessel, but which one?

Waverley at 
Swanage in 

summer 2016, 
flying Embassy’s 

name pennant 
(above).
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ferry Spirit of Portsmouth. I saw this 
vessel in the dock as David and his 
business partner, Andrew Summerrell, 
with their workforce, built the new 
hull and superstructure for the paddle 
steamer Medway Queen. 

I want to wish David a very happy 
retirement. He and the team took 
on Medway Queen when no-one else 
would, producing the first all-riveted 
ship in this country in 50 years. I do 
hope that shipbuilding and repair work 
can be taken on by others at the dock, 
and indeed keep alive the ‘shipshape 
and Bristol fashion’ tradition.
John Kempton
Hon Vice Chairman, MQPS

The news of the closure of the Albion 
Dockyard comes as a bit of a surprise 
to me. With this sad news another 
part of our maritime heritage goes 
the way of so much else. Not only 
have much-needed jobs been lost 
to the local area, but, from my point 
of view, I was hoping to be able to 
tap into and use some of the skills in 
riveting gained while the yard worked 
on reconstructing the paddle steamer 
Medway Queen for the project in 
which I am involved to restore Scot 
II, the only ice-breaking tug on the 
historic ship’s register.

Such historic ship repair and 
building skills are being lost quickly, 

perhaps have helped by offering them 
future work on Scot II’s restoration.
Ron Neish, The Scot ll Society

with no real plan to replicate them in 
the future, I only wish I had learned of 
the yard’s closure a bit earlier, as I could 

Mystery ship
This month’s mystery ship is an 
old warship, but which one? She 
is surrounded by small craft, 
suggesting she is in port, but 
where was the photograph 
taken? Why are there so many 
small craft around the vessel? 
Where was the ship about to 
head? Or has she just arrived 
from somewhere? When and 
where was she built, did she see 
active service, and what became 
of her ultimately?

Send your answers, 
including a postal address, 

by email to sm.ed@kelsey.co.uk, or 
by post to Mystery Ship, Ships 
Monthly, Kelsey Publishing, Cudham 
Tithe Barn, Berrys Hill, Cudham, 
Kent TN16 3AG. Emails preferred.

December’s mystery ship
The mystery ship looks like the 
submarine depot ship HMS Lucia 
(F27) shown (possibly) rigged out 
as a World War II convoy rescue 
vessel with extra lifeboats and life 
rafts. Built for Furness Withy in 
1907, she was sold to the Hamburg-
Amerika line and renamed 
Spreewald. During World War I she 
was captured by HMS Berwick and 
in 1916 converted by the Clyde SB 
Co into a submarine depot ship for 
the British Navy.

Originally of 5,800dwt, she 
measured 367ft by 45ft and 
was powered by a single triple-
expansion steam engine of 2,750ihp 
which gave a service speed of 12.75 
knots. She had a complement of 
about 260 as a depot ship, and 

probably more as a rescue ship.
Her war service included time 
in the Far East, where she was 
damaged in Colombo in April 1942 
by the Japanese. She later became 
a ‘small ship’ repairs vessel. In 
1948 she was sold and became the 
merchant vessel Sinai, and in 1951 
she was scrapped in La Spezia, Italy.
John Lane, Barwell, Leics

The mystery ship is Bury, which 
was built for the Great Central 
Railway by Earle’s, of Hull, in 1910. 
She sailed on the Hull to Hamburg 
trade, and was seized by the 
German authorities at the start 
of the 1914-18 war. After the war 
she was refitted at Swan Hunters 
yard and restarted the Hull to 

Rotterdam service. She remained 
with the GCR until 1935, when 
she was transferred to the newly 
formed Associated Humber Lines.

In 1941 Bury and her three sisters 
were taken by the Admiralty to 
become convoy rescue ships, and 
were used to accompany Atlantic 
convoys. In 1956 she resumed 

the Rotterdam service. Her final 
voyage from Hull was in May 1958, 
and she was then sold to Dutch 
shipbreakers at Nieuw Lekkerkerk. 
The photo shows her as a rescue 
ship; note the liferafts and rescue 
boat on her main deck.
David Cullum
Stallingborough
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Ports of call 
Date Arr/dep Ship Operator GT

SOUTHAMPTON
4 0600/1700 Balmoral Fred. Olsen Cruises 43,537
8 0530/1630 Oceana P&O Cruises 77,499
15 0530/1630 Ventura P&O Cruises 116,017
19 0530/1630 Ventura P&O Cruises 116,017
21 0530/1630 Ventura P&O Cruises 116,017
22 0530/1630 Oriana P&O Cruises 69,840
26 0530/1630 Britannia P&O Cruises 143,000
NOTE This information is given in good faith, and neither the authors nor Ships Monthly can be held responsible for any 

changes to ship arrivals or departures; readers are advised to check port shipping movements nearer the time if 

intending to view any of the ships, as schedules can change

Donna and Andrew Cooke



Maritime Royalty
William H. Miller

2016 was the 80th anniversary of the 
maiden voyage of the famous liner 
Queen Mary, and to mark this William 
Miller has produced a book about the 
ship, focussing on her career and that 
of the Cunard Queens. Built in the 

Maritime Royalty

bookof 
 themonth

Coasters of the 1970s, 
Volume 2
Bernard McCall

Coasters of the 1970s is the latest in 
a popular series covering historic and 
classic coasters from days gone by. 
The format of the book is the same 
as that of others in the series, with 
one photo per page accompanied 

 ships library

Coasters of the 1970s, 

What is the purpose of navies in the 
modern world, and what types of 
warship does this require? This book 
tackles these questions by looking 

at naval developments, both 
technological and operational, 
in the quarter century since the 
end of the Cold War. It provides 
the overall political and economic 
context, assesses signi� cant naval 
operations from the � rst Gulf War to 
Russia’s annexation of Crimea, and 
reviews changes in the objectives and 
composition of the principal � eets

It also describes major design 
developments among the main 
warship types, and examines wider 
technological and operational 
developments, including naval 
aviation, shipbuilding and manning. 

The individual sections are written 
by internationally acknowledged 
experts, and each is well illustrated 
with black-and-white photographs, 
diagrams and detailed tables. 

As a single-volume overview of 
how contemporary navies have 
evolved to meet today’s challenges 
it is unrivalled. For anyone interested 
in modern navies and warships, 
from defence professionals to 
enthusiasts, this volume is a must. NL

Navies in the 
21st Century
Conrad Waters (Ed)
Seaforth Publishing, 47 Church 
Street, Barnsley South Yorkshire 
S70 2AS; tel 01226 734555; info@
seaforthpublishing.com; 
256 pages; price £35, or £28 sale 
at www.pen-and-sword.co.uk.

READERS’ PAGES

Hidden Warships: 
Finding World War II’s 
Abandoned, Sunk, and 
Preserved Warships
Nicholas A. Veronico

Whether sunk by enemy � re, scuttled, 
or run aground, the number of 
World War II-era battleships, cruisers, 
submarines, and other warships that 
ended their service on the bottom 
of the world’s oceans is enormous. In 
the decades since the con� ict, wreck 
hunters have pored over historical 
records and combed the world’s many 
seas to � nd their remains.

This book details the history, 
recovery, and preservation of many 
of these sunken combat ships, 
including accounts from the divers 
and restorers who have worked 
with them. It is written very much 
from an American perspective and 
begins with the Japanese midget 
submarines that attacked Pearl Harbor, 
continuing through into the modern 
era, including the 2006 sinking of the 

The Great Liners Part 
39: A Maritime Medley 
(Part Two)
Des Cox – Snowbow

The latest of Snowbow’s maritime 
DVDs has just been released. Des Cox 
introduces the programme from a 
quayside in the Mediterranean, full of 
modern-day cruise ships, wondering 
what seafarers back in the 17th 
century would have made of these 
giant ships. The DVD showcases very 
rare � lm as Des takes us on a voyage 
from Plymouth to America aboard the 
1950s replica of the 1620s May� ower. 

The next voyage takes the viewer 
aboard one of Swedish Clipper Line’s 
classic ships, Stella Polaris of the 1920s. 
The focus then switches to London’s 
Royal Docks in the 1950s, with a 
seafarer joining a Ben Line ship. Finally, 
the viewer is taken to Vancouver in 
the early 1950s, where Orient Line’s 
Orcades is � lmed arriving. The high 
quality and rare content of this DVD, 
and the others in the series, are 
remarkable, and they bring to back life 
a forgotten maritime world. NL
• Published by Snowbow Productions 
(2000) Ltd, 145, The Promenade, 
Peacehaven, East Sussex BN10 7HN; 
www.snowbow.co.uk; tel 01273 
585391/584470; 60 mins; price £18.95 
including UK postage.

1930s Queen Mary sailed until 1967 and 
has since become a museum and hotel 
in California. She is one of the most 
famous ocean liners of all time, with a 
career that saw her serving in wartime, 
and she crossed the Atlantic more 
than 1,000 times. 

She was also part of Cunard, and, 
along with the history of Queen 
Mary, Maritime Royalty looks at her 
companion, Queen Elizabeth, as well as 
Queen Elizabeth 2 and the present-
day Queen Mary 2, Queen Victoria and 
Queen Elizabeth. Well-illustrated with 
colour and mono photographs, this is 
a � tting tribute to the Queen Mary.NL
• Published by Fonthill Media, 10 Hythe 
Bridge Street, Oxford, OX1 2EW; tel 
01865 248856, sales@fonthillmedia.com; 
www.fonthillmedia.com; £19.99.

postwar aircraft carrier USS Oriskany. 
In addition to narratives describing 
the discovery and work carried out 
on each vessel, it includes over 150 
photographs, ship speci� cations, and 
geographic coordinates. 

Among preserved ships featured 
are the battleship USS Iowa, PT-
658, Liberty ships Jeremiah O’Brien 
and John W. Brown, and Victory 
ships Lane Victory and Red Oak 
Victory. Appendices include lists of 
preserved US ships, German U-boats 
and Japanese midget submarines, 
an internet resource guide, and a 
suggested reading list. NH
• Published by Zenith Press, 74-77 
White Lion Street, London N1 9PF; tel 
0207 284 9300; www.qbookshopuk.
co.uk, hardback, price £20 plus p&p.

by detailed captions that tell more 
about the ship and, in some cases, the 
building yard. Some ships remain in 
their original guise, while others are 
documented after being modernised. 

This volume covers ships built in 
Europe and elsewhere around the 
world, whereas volume 1 looked at UK 
and Dutch-built ships. The high-quality 
photos alone make the volume a 
worthwhile purchase, and it is a must 
for anyone interested in the smaller 
cargo vessels. EF-L
• Published by Bernard McCall, 400 
Nore Road, Portishead, Bristol BS20 
8EZ, bernard@coastalshipping.co.uk, 
tel 01275 846178, hardback, 96 pages, 
106 colour images, £17 plus postage.
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Alan Cross Ltd
We enjoy what

we do and it shows
in our work!

Quality hardwood display cabinets supplied in four sizes or
made to your specifications. Made with care to last generations.
“All cabinets delivered personally by the proprietor”

High quality hardwood display cases made completely to your specifications,
advice and quotations happily given without obligation.

We pride ourselves on
providing excellent service and
an excellent product as these

happy customers testify:
“I am absolutely delighted with my cabinet, both the product and your

excellent service represented outstanding value for money”
Mr Dawkins, Bingham

“Thanks again for the great service it has been a pleasure
to buy from you” Mr Watson, Chesterfield

Please check out our special offers page on our website or ring for details

Email: enquiries@alancrossuk.com
www.alancrossuk.com

Celebrating over 41 years in business 1974 – 2016

Please see our website at www.alancrossuk.com or phone
for friendly service and information on 0115 923 2223

15 Ludlow Hill Road, West Bridgford, Nottingham, NG2 6HF

Pl
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WORLD SHIP SOCIETY

WORLD SHIP SOCIETY MEMBERSHIP HAS NEVER BEEN BETTER VALUE
www.worldshipsociety.org

Founded in 1947, the World Ship Society has some 2,000 members worldwide who are interested in ships, past and present. Its monthly journal “Marine News” and its naval 

companion “Warships” are bywords for accurate information.

DELIVERED AS A PDF BY E-MAIL EVERY MONTH: SHIPPING NEWS AT THE SPEED OF LIGHT

MARINE NEWS - provides the most comprehensive and convenient listings of merchant ship activity for enthusiasts – some 10,000 entries a year covering launches, name 

and ownership changes, details of casualties and demolitions, all available as a 64-page digital magazine delivered to members’ computers around the � rst of each month and 

backed by an annual Index. In addition, there is topical warship coverage, feature articles, photographs and Society news.

MARINE NEWS SUPPLEMENT - The monthly digital supplement to ‘Marine News’ contains supplementary photographs Fleet Lists and long feature articles covering modern and historical subjects.

PUBLICATIONS – Fifty excellent WSS � eet lists and specialist history books are available to members at greatly discounted prices with up to three new titles each year. Recent titles include Armed Merchant 

Cruisers 1878-1945, Shaw Savill & Albion and a history of the Soviet Merchant Fleet from 1917 to 1950.

PHOTOGRAPHS - The World Ship Society has over a million ship photographs – one of the largest and most wide-ranging collections in the world - including black & white and colour prints, negatives, 

colour slides and digital images. Prints are available at reasonable cost through regular members’ offers published in “Marine News”.

BRANCHES - The World Ship Society has over 50 local branches worldwide which hold monthly meetings involving slide shows, Powerpoint presentations and illustrated talks given by invited speakers and 

Branch members.

MEMBERSHIP - annual membership of the World Ship Society (includes 12 digital copies of “Marine News” and digital Supplements per annum) costs £24 (£20 outside UK and EU) Get a trial digital copy of 

‘Marine News’ by e-mailing your name and address to: membershipsecretary@worldshipsociety.org or write to the Membership Secretary, World Ship Society, 17 Birchdale Road, Appleton, Warrington, Cheshire 

WA4 5AR (UK)

CRUISE SPECIAL 2017

FOCUS ON A VARIETY 
OF CRUISE SHIPS 
AND OPERATORS
Magellan  Stephen Payne goes behind 
the scenes on board Cruise & Maritime 
Voyages’ cruise ship Magellan, which 
mainly operates out of the UK.

Azamara Club Cruises  Steve 
Newman pro� les Azamara Cruises and 
their two cruise ships, Azamara Journey 
and Azamara Quest. 

Caribbean Diva  Andy Hernandez takes 
a � rst-hand look at the Miami-based MSC 
Divina, one of MSC Cruises’ newest ships.

Evolution of the 
tank ship • Jim Shaw 
relates how the 
discovery of oil in 
Pennsylvania during 
the mid-1800s led 
to the development 
of the American oil 
tanker.

PLUS  USS Bainbridge • Pro� le of the ground-
breaking cruiser USS Bainbridge, the � rst nuclear-powered 
destroyer in the US Navy.  
Clyde shipping bows out • Roy Fenton tells how the world’s 
oldest steamship company bowed out should work.
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THE  LAST WORD

Where did you grow up and 
how did you get into sailing?
I come from Hamburg in Germany, and 
had the River Dove Elbe running right 
outside my door, so I began sailing 
when I was seven years old. I started 
on small boats and then, when 15, I 
had a school trip on board a tall ship 
and since then I have stayed with tall 
ships. I started sailing professionally on 
Dutch tall ships because I was able to 

A view � om
 the BridgeA view � om
 the Bridge The tall ship Artimis has 

had a long career since 
she was built in 1926. 
Patrick Boniface met 

her captain, Mario Czok, 
who explained what it is 
like to be in command of 

such a historic vessel.

earn some money doing it. When I was 
a little bit older I went to the seaman’s 
school in the Netherlands to learn skills 
needed for traditional sailing. I got 
my papers from there, and in 2012-13 
passed my masters certi� cate. After 
that I sailed on smaller schooners � rst, 
which were about 40m in length. I took 
over command of this vessel in 2015. 

How does it feel to be in 
command of something as 
beautiful and historic as 
Artemis?
It’s great! If you have a good sailing 
wind and a good course, waves that 
are not too big and the sun is shining 
then it is very rewarding. We have 
a relatively small ship’s company 
on board, so when they hear me 
they know what I want done. It also 
provides an opportunity to sail with 
friends, and I have many from all 
round the world. But it is also a hard 
job, as we have only the summer 
period to earn money, so then we are 
sailing every day, and have to focus 
on business without a break. It can 
be quite hard, but it has its rewards, 
especially as we sail with so many 
friendly people. 

How do you generate revenue 
with a ship such as Artemis?
Artemis is a tall ship and is owned 
by the Tall Ship Company from the 
Netherlands; they operate � ve 
such tall ships. We take a maximum 
of 32 people out to sea and also 
have cabins; we also undertake 
day trips and can carry 120 people 
on deck. Basically, we earn money 
from taking the ship to sea, with 
paying passengers.

Tell me the history of this 
wonderful vessel.
Artemis was built as a whaler in 
Norway in 1926. It is not really clear 
how long she remained as a whaler, 
but we think it was about 15 years 
that she worked in that trade. She 
then became a minesweeper in the 
Norwegian Navy, after which she 
was sold to Denmark, where she 
was lengthened by ten metres and 
converted to a cargo vessel. In 1998 
she was bought to be converted 
into a tall ship. During the re� t they 
removed almost everything that had 
been � tted hitherto, leaving a clear 
hull and deck on which to work and in 
2001 she emerged as the � ne barque 
she is today.

What would be a perfect day at 
sea for you?
If you do not see the coast, you are far 
out at sea and have the wind at your 
back, making more than eight knots, 
friendly people on board, good food 
and drink, and the weather is sunny – 
that’s perfect!  

BELOW The sailing 
ship Artemis was 
built in 1926 in 
Norway, and has 
operated as a whaler, 
minesweeper and 
cargo vessel, before 
being converted into 
her current role as a 
barque in 2001.



Sadly, for the second season running, we have lost over a quarter of our sailings due to a
combination of technical problems and weather cancellations at peak times. For these reasons,
White Funnel Ltd, our operating company, has not been able to make a surplus on ticket sales
and income.We need in the region of £350-500,000 to refurbish her, to do key repairs, dry-dock
her and replenish stores ready for another full programme of sailings in 2017.We know that with
a sound ship and the experience now gained – Balmoral does have a viable future.

We are therefore asking you to support this much loved classic vessel however you can.
Please go to our website www.mvbalmoral.org.uk for full details of this vital appeal.
You can make a donation there by means of the Mydonate scheme or via cheque to:
The Treasurer, MV Balmoral Fund Ltd, 23 Adder Hill, Great Boughton, Chester, CH3 5RA

In addition White Funnel is seeking repayable loans to assist the ship.
(If this appeal is not successfully taken up, loans will be repaid in full.)

All is not as bad as it may appear; supporters of Balmoral have already donated or committed a
magnificent third of our target figure, giving a great start to this appeal.

Balmoral is part of the National Maritime Heritage of this country; she is a much loved “National
Treasure”.The Trustees of the fund are optimistic that if the ship receives support commensurate
with affection she has in the hearts of ship lovers throughout the world, then there is every
reason to expect success.This unique beautiful classic vessel will then again bring much pleasure
to so many next year and for many years to come.

Balmoral has faced uncertainty several times over her long and illustrious career. She has always
defied the odds and survived. She needs your support now; please help us and give her this
opportunity to secure her long term future.

For any further information required about this appeal please feel free to email
Paul Doubler on paul.doubler@btinternet.com orTel 07808 096 074

Help MV Balmoral Sail Again in 2017
“National Flagship 2016 the UK Historic Fleet”

“The Classic Coastal Excursion Ship”
“Britains MostTravelled Coastal Excursion Vessel”

“Former Flagship of the Red Funnel and White Funnel Fleets”
Saved from the scrapyard in 2012 by newly formed charity MV Balmoral Fund Ltd

(Reg Charity No 1155339)
£650,000 Raised by public donations and Coastal Community Fund.

Bought for £1 and resumed sailing 2015
Called at 50 ports, harbours and piers all around the UK during extensive season 2016

National Flagship 2016 www.mvbalmoral.org.uk




