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Let’s go fishing

WELCOME

L
ike it or not, any bass you catch 

must be returned alive to the sea 
until the end of June. For those 
of you who weren’t aware, it’s the 
price anglers are paying for a raw 

deal dreamed up by EU Fisheries Ministers.
Hopefully, those in the frame to negotiate 

on behalf of anglers will ensure recreational 
anglers get a better outcome next time, 
rather than all the benefits appearing to go 
to the powerful commercial fishing lobby.

Believe me, the likes of the Angling Trust 
and Bass Anglers’ Sportfishing Society and 

now the Angling Trades Association will try 
their best, but I would urge all concerned to 
take on board the many complaints being 
raised now by all the aggrieved anglers up 
and down the country.

We all have one goal – to achieve a better 
deal for sea anglers than the bad hand we 
have been dealt for 2016. As I said in this 
column last month, those involved should 
stop the blame game and sort it out.

While the settlement gained some 
welcome discussion time in Parliament due 
to the efforts of angler-friendly MP, Scott 

Mann, it’s fair to say he was still the victim 
of constant interruptions from an MP 
supporting the inshore commercial fishing 
fleet. It just shows what we’re up against.

Worryingly, there was no action plan or 
time frame agreed at the end of the debate. 
In effect, the issue could disappear until 
December. So all parties need to do their 
best to keep our fight on the front foot.

It’s a fair bet that Fisheries Minister, 
George Eustice MP is looking to move 
on until the issue presents itself again in 
Europe. Kicking it into the long grass is not 
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what anglers want, and is why we should 
keep alive the issue of RSA rights.

As was stated in our last issue, there may 
have been poor tactics and a lack of cohesion 
within the RSA community, but the correct 
thing to do now is to catch public attention 
in a positive way.

With the tackle industry joining in the 
debate, I totally agree with Naidre Werner, 
chair of the Angling Trades Association, 
who stated: “We aren’t shouting loudly 
enough, either as businesses working within 
the sector, or as individual anglers.”

The Angling Trust, BASS and the 
European Anglers Alliance are trying to get 
across the message.

As Naidre says: “It doesn’t matter what 
your opinion is of these organisations or 
their teams of people. The fact remains that 
the Angling Trust is the recognised national 
governing body for anglers in England and 
the EAA is the recognised body for anglers 
in Europe.”

The ATA is urging all sea anglers, 
businesses involved in sea angling and 
sympathetic individuals to support the 

Angling Trust’s campaign by emailing the 
EU Commissioner, Karmenu Vella, with 
a short message of support. The email 
address is karmenu.vella@ec.europa.eu.  
Please copy David Mitchell, of the Angling 
Trust, into your email: david.mitchell@
anglingtrust.net.

As always, Sea Angler is 
keeping you up to date with 
this big issue, so check out 
the latest news on page 108.

Cliff Brown, Editor

A beautiful bass is returned to the 

sea – it’s what you must do with all 

those you catch until the end of June. 

Catch and release is nothing new 

for sea anglers, so put aside your 

anger over the current ruling and 

show that you can be a responsible 

isher. It’s a short-term pain for, 

hopefully, a long-term gain.

Picture by Mike Dobson

Catch and 
release bass
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MAGIC PAST
& PRESENT
Welsh beach mark Dinas Dinlle has maintained a 

great reputation and is about to hit form…
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Your insight  

into the best shore  

DQG�ERDW�ÀVKLQJ� 

that the UK  

and Ireland  

KDYH�WR�RɲHU

Words by Mike Thrussell
Photography by Mike Dobson 

& Mike Thrussell

D
inas Dinlle, in North Wales, is 

one of the iconic bass marks of the 
1960s and 1970s. It’s equally famous 
for being the favourite venue of 
angling journalist Anthony Pearson, 

who based much of his acclaimed book 
‘Successful Shore Fishing’ on his catches here.

Again in the 1960s, angling writer Bruce 
McMillan took some huge catches of tope
from this beach. There were rumours of a
one-night haul topping 1,000lb, mainly pack
tope, but including fish in excess of 60lb. It
made the national angling news.

Dinas Dinlle is steeped in angling history,
and has witnessed many great catches. To this
day, it remains an iconic mark, and for many,
the magic is still there.

WINTER BOUNTY

January, February and March can fish 
surprisingly well along the Dinas shore. The 
whiting dwindle away through March, but can 
still be caught on night tides in April.

Dab fishing is consistent from January to 
late March, even into early April. The best dab 
sport is at long range at night, with the better 
examples tending to show in February and 
March. That same period often sees some big 
flounders taken too, while smaller ones are in 
the surf all year.

January to March can also see coalfish work 
the tideline in the dark, and the best time to 
catch them is when there are numbers of 
rockling in the surf.

There’s always the chance of winter codling 
at longer range, although catches have not 
been prolific in recent years. School bass and 
some dogfish are always on the cards.

Late March to late May yields turbot and a 
few plaice if you target them, with the chance 
of long-range thornback rays and some bass.

June to mid-July brings in the tope, along 
with some smoothhounds, although much 
depends on the weather. Tope tend to move 
out by mid-July, but the hounds often stay on 
into August. Bass remain in the summer surf if 
the weather is unsettled.

September is when whiting numbers increase, 
while from September to November there’s 
the best of the bass fishing for the quality fish, 
though schoolies are far more common and 
occur year-round. General autumnal catches 
are of flounders, dabs, dogfish and turbot, with 
November again good for the bigger flatfish.

Bass are 
always likely at 

Dinas Dinlle
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BEST TIDES

Dinas Dinlle, generally speaking, is best fished 
on the bigger tides of 28ft and over, based on
the Liverpool scale. A 30ft tide can be good,
but the very big springs of 32ft and over, are
less consistent. Small neaps are good for mixed
bags, but not for the bigger predators.

The south side of the beach below the café,
from low water to high and the first hour or
so back can fish really well, especially over
the stonier ground. The middle of the beach
fishes best from mid-tide to high and the
hour back. However, if I choose to fish in
front of the airfield gates at the northern end
and up towards Fort Belan, the prime time
is two hours before high water and the first
90 minutes of the ebb.

At Fort Belan, low tide can be good for the
first two hours, because here the current starts
to quicken on entering the narrow southern
mouth of the Menai Strait.

WEATHER CONDITIONS

Success is down to the weather. For the bass,
look for a light-to-moderate, south-westerly
wind that kicks up a steady series of surf tables
or, in stronger winds, a short surf. Fish at night
and you have ideal conditions. A west wind is
okay, but a north-west wind not so.

For the tope and hounds, you ideally need a
spell of light onshore winds or, better still, light
offshore winds that coincide with rising tides
towards dusk. Both species here seem to prefer
a fairly flat sea.

The dabs, flounders and turbot also like a
light-to-moderate wave. If it’s rough, this being
a shallow beach, a big surf will break a long way
out, and it tends to keep the fish at distance.

Fishing in the dark is more productive,
except for the smoothhounds. For the bass,
I look for a low tide in the dark. The same
applies in winter, with low tide up to the full
flood in the dark bringing best results.

TACKLE CHOICE

Although there is a left-to-right flow on the
flood tide, the tidal pull is not overly strong
at Dinas. For general fishing, a 12-13ft 6in
beachcaster rated to cast 4-6oz is perfect.

On the south side, where there is rougher
ground, I’d choose a tough reel like the Penn
525 and load it with 20lb mono and a 60lb
shockleader. Above the breakwater, the
ground is mostly clean sand, so from here on

I’d go with a fast-running Abu 6500-type reel
and load it with 15lb line and a 60lb leader.

If you prefer a fixed-spool reel and long
European-style rod, then modern, long-cast
models are good, loaded with 50lb braid
straight through. These will help you achieve
maximum distance when needed.

If it’s just the bass and flatties you are
targeting, a 2-4oz bass rod and small multiplier
or fixed-spool reel loaded with 15lb mono or
20lb braid is perfect.

BEST RIGS

The best rig for bass, and any cod, is a fixed
paternoster, not a pulley rig. This rig also
works well for the smoothhounds.

Heavy-duty pulley rigs are best for the tope,
with either a 200lb mono or 50lb wire biting 
trace ending in a size 6/0 hook with the barb 
compressed for easy release.

For general fishing at close range, use 
either a three-hook ghost rig, with 40lb 
fluorocarbon as a short boom through a two-

way clear bead, or, at long range, a clipped
one-up/one-down rig with the lower hook
snood positioned tight behind the lead 
weight. Arm these hooklengths with a size 
2 Aberdeen, but go to size 6 hook to 12lb 
fluorocarbon if bites are hard to come by 
early in the year.

BAIT SELECTION

The top general bait for species is lug. Blow lug 
is good close in, but for long-range fishing, and 
thedabs,youcan’tbeattheblackstuff. This will 
take bass, codling, coalfish, flounders, plaice, 
dogfish and other bits consistently throughout 
the year, but is best from September to March.

Frozen mackerel strip is good for winter 
whiting, flounders, dabs and the turbot. I also 
rate sandeels, frozen or fresh, for bass in clear 
water, and for the bigger whiting. These will 
also take the turbot.

Winter coalfish like lug tipped with mussels, 
a frozen crab or razorfish. Razor on its own is 
good for flounders, dabs and bass. Squid is a 

“There’s always the 
chance of codling at 

longer range” 

Dinas Dinlle can 
produce codling up 
to a couple of pounds 
(main pic) and Colin 
Albert with a decent 
flounder ( left)

A hungry dab 
found this 
black lug bait 
irresistible
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GETTING THERE

DinasDinlle is accessed

via theA487Caernarvon

toPwllheli road. From

thesouth, turn left at the

roundaboutatPenygroes,

following the road to the

A499.Turn rightat the

junctionwith theA499, andDinasDinlle is

signpostedon the left shortly after.

Fromthenorth, leave theA487on to

theA499, and look for theDinasDinlle

right-hand turn,whichyoucan’tmiss.

There’s currentlyplentyof free

above-beachparking indesignatedareas.

TACKLE SHOPS

QAngleseyBaitCentre,Unit1,GallowsPoint,

Beaumaris,AngleseyLL588YL,tel:01248

810009.Web:www.angleseybaitcentre.com

QD&EHughes, FishingTackle, 24Penlan

Street, Pwllheli, GwyneddLL535DE, tel:

01758613291.Web:www.llynangling.net

NEED TO KNOW

good tipping bait and, fished whole, will take 
bass and sometimes tope.

Smoothhounds and summer bass are taken 
on peeler or soft-backed crabs. The tope will 
take a mackerel fillet. I like the cone at the tail, 
with the tail fin cut off, because it casts fairly 
well, but the head is also good.

TACTICAL TALK

On the south side below the café I like to 
fish the broken ground with rocky features, 
dropping in crab baits at short-to-medium 
range for the bass and hounds.

If you fish the clean ground above the first 
breakwater in front of the café, note the 
position of any sandy gullies that run parallel 
to the beach and, where possible, drop directly 
into these. They act as routes that the fish 
follow for the food washed in by the tide, and 
are hotspots for all species, but especially the 
bass, tope and smoothhounds.

The second breakwater towards the middle 
of the beach is roughly T-shaped. This fishes 

well casting close to both ends of the structure 
on the bigger tides either side of high water. 

North of the airfield gates towards Fort 
Belan, the gullies are fish carriers. Try fishing 
low water off the point of sand that is clearly 
visible. This is a good spot for bass, flounders, 
occasional plaice and tope, but it can be weedy.

Towards high tide, try a few casts where the 
steep shingle of the upper beach reaches the 
dividing line of the sand. A short cast here, 
almost under the rod tip, can pick up not just 
flounders, but also coalfish. Try this only if 
there is no gully in front of you.

For the bass, try fishing light with just a 
couple of spare leads, a pair of pliers and some 
rigs in your pocket, then cast into the surf. Feel 
the weight start to work to the right with the 
flood tide, and gradually walk with it, keeping 
a tight line, but letting the weight gradually 
swing in towards the beach. This is a deadly 
tactic at night for bass, but keep your headlight 
use to a minimum, and don’t make splashes 
when you tread forward. Q

Big crab baits 
work well for 
bass and the 
occasional 
smoothhound
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It’s never too early to try loat-ishing, which scores 
well at this popular part of Dorset’s Portland rocks

BAGGING 

AT THE BILL
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Words and photography 
by Chris Clark

DaveLane,fromWeymouth,caughtthis
brightly-coloured,smallpollackoffthesurface

W
alking along the eastern 

flank towards the large car park 
that serves the Portland Bill 
area, our hopes of a bagging 
session with float-fishing tactics 

were seemingly dashed as a strong easterly had 
sprung up to produce difficult conditions.

Having joined forces with Sea Angler 
contributor and England Youth team angler, 
Callum Graham, we hoped to tame some 
pollack, ballan wrasse and tail-walking garfish, 
all of which should be available from March.

Our initial plan was to target the crane 
section, which is a couple of hundred yards to 
the east of the Bill, for an hour or so, before 
joining up with Dave Lane, from Weymouth, 
and moving 100 yards to the west of the Bill 
over the low-water period.

The sun warmed the air as Callum and I 
neared our favoured mark close to the first 
crane, which offers deep water right under 
your feet, but the conditions looked far from 
good. There was a fair sea running along, with 
a strong side wind; not ideal for float-fishing.

Many sea anglers have a tendency to use floats 
more akin to a mooring buoy, but I opt for a 
slightly more delicate, well-balanced outfit.  
On this occasion I took two types, Drennan 
40g Piker and a 30g surface controller carp 
float. The latter allows me to fish the baits on 
or near the surface.

For the surface rigs I normally opt for a size 8 
Kamasan 983, a wide-gape, short-shank hook 
that is extremely strong. If I am fishing deeper 
for pollack or wrasse, I switch to a size 6 or 4 
Aberdeen pattern.

England Youth team 
angler Callum Graham 

was my companion for 
the session, and this 

garfish (right) gave him a 
lively fight on a light rod
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FEEDING FISH

As usual, Callum was ready for the off before 
I had time to blink, and flicked his 40g
Piker about 40 yards or so straight out so it
would slowly drift around with the tide and
wind. Minutes later it started to bob before
disappearing. Yes, despite the conditions, the
fish were feeding, but the culprit turned out to
be small, but nicely-coloured pollack.

Shortly after landing the pollack, Callum was
into his first tail-walker of the day, not big but,
as usual, it gave a lively account of itself on a light
spinning rod. On this occasion it was destined
for the freezer; garfish, which often appear
here by late March, make a superb winter bait,
especially when used for whiting because their
flesh is far tougher than mackerel.

Bait size is important when float-fishing for
garfish. Remember it is meant to resemble a
small sandeel or similar; large chunky baits often
produce missed bites and reduced catch rates.

On this occasion I couldn’t buy a bite,
while Callum was landing gars and pollack.
I was pleased an hour later when Dave Lane
appeared, which meant a move to the other
side of the Bill, where, hopefully, my fortunes
would improve.

Ten minutes later we were perched on a
ledge 100 yards to the west of the Bill. It was
a fairly lofty perch, where you can scramble
down to sea level on the left of the mark,
which is always useful if you need to net or
land a big fish.

Dave has a reputation of being a bagging
machine when it comes to catching garfish,
so it was interesting to watch him setting up
his float gear. He also favoured a streamline
float and was using a weighted version from
France. It allowed him to fish two hooks
above the float, which would be virtually on
the surface, and one below. He also favours
short-shank, wide-gape hooks, such as the
Kamasan B983 in size 8. A carp rod, along
with a small fixed-spool reel loaded with
10lb line, was the order of the day.

WHITE FLAG

It was only a matter of minutes before Dave
proved his mettle by landing fish; first a
garfish, quickly followed by a half-decent, 
brightly-coloured, small pollack taken off 
the surface, while I was still on a big, fat duck.

Callum landed several colourful pollack 
before Dave got his first double shot of 
garfish; landing these without them getting 
tangled is always the mark of a top-notch 
float angler. Shortly afterwards, Callum was 
into the garfish, while I was still pondering 
my lack of fortune.

As the minutes ticked by I was beginning 
to think that it was going to be one of 
those days, but the seemingly motionless 
float suddenly dipped under the surface as 
a small, but very welcome garfish waved 
the white flag. This was the first of several 
garfish in quick succession, along with a 

couple of small pollack, together with ballan
and corkwing wrasse, while alternating my
baits between mackerel and ragworm. Yet that 
biggie was still eluding me, although fish were 
now coming regularly to all three of us.

As is usual for this stretch, it is two hours into 
the flood when you get a strong right-to-left 
pull, making fishing difficult. Even the floats 
were shooting around at a rate of knots. With 
the bites dwindling by the minute, we were 
thinking of calling it a day.

It was during the last knockings of the final 
cast when it suddenly happened; my rod was 
almost pulled from my grasp as a very angry 
customer on the other end made a bolt for 
freedom; it had all the trappings of a big wrasse. 

Large ballans can be tricky to land in rough 
terrain because they have a knack of finding 
every kelp frond or overhanging rocky ledge, 
but add a strong tide into the equation and 

Dave made this 
double shot of 
garfish look easy

My superb ballan 
(left) was a fitting 
end to a cracking day
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THE HOOKS AND 
FLOATS USED

your problems are multiplied many times over. 
Despite its desperate attempts to bolt into the 
depths below, I managed to steer the fish clear 
of the weed beds and soon a superbly-coloured 
ballan lay at my feet.

It was a fitting end to a cracking day. To be 
honest, just that one fish would have made 
any fishing session; its colouration was superb, 
and to see it slowly disappearing back into the 
depths after being released was a real bonus. 
There is one thing for sure during any fishing 
sortie – it is never over until the fat lady sings.

For those taking their float gear to Portland’s 
rock marks, wrasse and pollack can be taken 
all year. Fishing can be tough in January and 
February, but other than wrasse and pollack, 
and some early summer arrivals, the main flush 
of summer species, such as garfish, mackerel, 
bass and bream, show from May to late 
October, depending on weather. Q������

30g surface controller carp floats for 
fishing baits on or near the surface.

Size8Kamasan983forsurfacerigs,and
size6or4Aberdeenforfishingdeeper.

Mywell-balancedoutfitwascompleted
withtheseDrennan40gPikerfloats.

GETTING THERE

It’s fairly simple; from

Weymouth just follow

the A354 for Portland. 

Once on the island, head 

towards Portland Bill, 

which is well sign posted. 

A large pay and display car park serves  

the area, but can burn a hole in your pocket 

for a long stay.

TACKLE SHOP

Q�Chesil Bait ‘n’ Tackle, 77 Portland Rd, 

Weymouth, Dorset DT4 9BE,  

tel: 01305 766222.

NEED TO KNOW

Callum landed 
several pollack 

Callum Graham, 
float-fishing off 

Portland rocks
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The rays are in now, but this inger of 
limestone provides top sport all year

GET DOWN TO 

BREAN
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Access to Brean down can 
be difficult, but the fishing is 

worth every step and the view 
(right) truly spectacular

Low-water marks here fish better on tides of between 10.5 and 11.5 metres on the Weston scale

Words and photography
by Jansen Teakle

A
nyone visiting Weston-super-
Mare sea front may well have gazed 
south and noticed an enormous 
finger of grass-clad limestone that 
juts into the Bristol Channel. It’s 

called Brean Down, and it looks close to the 
town’s beach. It is, in fact, 13 miles away along a 
particularly winding road.

So, is this as good an angling platform as it  
appears? The answer is a resounding yes, and 
throughout the year Brean Down provides 
consistent fishing for a wide variety of species.

Brean Down is quite a big mark, so to make 
things easier, I’ll make its north face the focal 
point for this piece. Although the south side 
is fishable, it can be dangerous if you are not 
familiar with it, owing to the tidal range and 
the very sheer cliffs found here.

 High water marks are accessed from the 
main track that runs the length of the Down, 
and are easily accessed along goat tracks that 
wind down between the bracken and out on  
to grassy slopes.

There are at least five noted marks from 
the start of the bushes to Sprat Beach bay, 
and all are fishable over high water. If fishing 
from the grass ledges over high water, aim to 
be in position four hours before the top of the 
tide. This will give you a little time before the 
tide hits the base of the cliff and it becomes 
practical to cast a line.

It’s interesting to note that the tide here  
will always run from right to left, be it on the 
flood or the ebb, owing to a huge back eddy 

that forms a false tide within Weston Bay.
For the most part, the ground you will be 

casting on to is mud, unless you drop a bait 
at 30 yards or less, where there are numerous 
small reef systems running parallel with the 
Down. The high-water marks produce better 
fishing on a tide of between 9.5 and 10.5 metres 
on the Weston-super-Mare scale.

Always take a net with you, too, because 
these ledges have been known to produce 
some exceptional fish.

SWEEPING BAY
The ground beyond Sprat Beach bay (you won’t 
miss this huge sweeping bay) is more worthy of 
effort over low water. From the western end 
of the bay’s extremity, right through to the 
boulders below the fort at Howe Rock, the 
terrain becomes increasingly harsher. 

Although you can fish here over high tide, it 
is generally less productive. Again, there are 
numerous goat tracks that will take you to the 
cliff top, and access points to the ground below 
are easy to spot. If you prefer, you can walk out 
to the fort, where there are steps leading to the 
bottom. If you take this option though, you 
will have to walk back towards the bay if you 
intend on fishing this area.

Low-water marks here generally fish better 
on tides of between 10.5 and 11.5 mettrs on  
the Weston scale.

On the subject of walking, if you intend to 
fish Brean Down, it is worth pointing out 
that there is a moderately difficult walk on 
the cards. You must negotiate more than 200 
steps while loaded down with enough lead 
weights to last a low-water session. The fishing 
is worth every step, though, and the view both 
to the north and south is truly spectacular.
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GREAT VENUES

THE FISHING CALENDAR

Q January: There is no better month to try 
and bag a specimen fish. The thornback 
ray has become a pest to some, taking baits 
intended for a seemingly more desirable 
quarry, but if you have yet to land one yourself, 
I doubt you’d find a finer venue.

The high-water ledges are always my first 
port of call, and by far the most productive 
area for this species. A cast of 60 yards is 
ample to reach the mud, where you can find 
the thornbacks, but if you should drop a cast 
short, a cod could easily intercept your bait.

Q�February and March: The rays increase 
in numbers, but their general size starts to 
decrease as the larger fish move offshore. 
Small whiting and flounders also feature in 
catches if you are prepared to scale down and 
use small ragworm baits. 

Pulley rigs baited with squid are good, but  
I have had just as much success with a fillet of 
Bluey, or even mackerel.

As the weather warms up, bass begin to 
show, and I get a lot of enjoyment fishing for 
them at close quarters with an 11ft spinning 
rod and a small fixed-spool reel loaded with 
braid. Peeler crabs are essential for bait, 
and casting just a couple of rodlengths out 
will leave your bait in the target area. Late 
codling, and even a rogue conger take baits 
fished in this way. If it is a particularly calm 
day, consider freelining a crab; this can be an 
electric method of fishing.

Q�Summer: The warm months produce as 
many thornbacks as you could ever want, along 
with conger eels, dogfish, smoothhounds, eels 
and flounders.

Q� Autumn/winter: As autumn gives way 
to winter, the boulders below the fort at 
low water offer an excellent chance of a big 
conger, but make sure you are prepared. The 
ground can be extremely tackle-hungry, and 
you may lose every lead weight you cast, but 

this is where the bigger eels usually hang out. 
Heavy mono or wire traces carrying size 6/0-
8/0 hooks are the way to go. A small whiting 
or pouting makes a superb bait.

Q�December: This is also a noted time for big 
cod, and the weeks leading up to Christmas 
are the prime time to try for a double-figure 
specimen. Big lug and squid baits are key.

GENERAL TACKLE

Brean Down is a venue where you need to 
step up your gear compared to what you may 
use on a cleaner, less-demanding venue.

Reels designed to haul, and rods made for 
big lead weights are the only practical way to 
fish, although with the advent of longer rods 
and improvements to fixed-spool reels, I 
accept that this is an option for some.

Pulley rigs consisting of 100lb bodies and 
100lb traces will cope with everything, and 
the increased diameter of this trace line will 
not put off the fish. Q

The high-water ledges are by 
far the most productive area 
for specimen thornbacks
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NEED TO KNOW
GETTING THERE

Exit the M5 motorway 
at Junction 22 and 
follow signs for Brean 
Leisure Park. When you 
reach the park, carry on 
along the beach road 
and you will soon see 
Brean Down looming in the distance.

When you reach the end of this road there 
is a secure car park on your left-hand side. 
The steps leading to the top will become 
evident. If the steps are a little too daunting, 
there is a road that, although longer in 
distance to walk, is considerably easier on 
the legs if undertaken at a steady pace.

TACKLE SHOP

Thyers Tackle, 1A Church St, Highbridge 
 TA9 3AE, tel: 01278 786934.

The shop can be found by taking the 
irst exit of the irst roundabout you 
come across after leaving the M5, and is 
practically in the town centre. There is a 
large car park behind the premises. 

“The 
ground 
can be 

extremely 
tackle-

hungry, and 
you may 
lose every 

lead weight 
you cast” 

1 2

3

4

1. As the weather 
begins to warms up, 
so bass start to show

2. Catch congers at 
the boulders below 
the fort at low water 

3. Summer can be 
a prime time to bag 
smoothhounds

4. Good bass can be 
tempted on peeler 
crabs cast close in

LIKE US ON FACEBOOK

VASS PRODUCTS ARE AVAILABLE NATIONWIDE

FROM LEADING TACKLE DEALERS

SEE OUR FULL RANGE AT WWW.VASS-TEX.COM

& CATCH THE VIDEO

CASUAL 
SOFT-SHELL 

JACKET
RRP from

£59.95
Black, Navy

& Titantium

HOODIES
RRP £39.95
Black/Red, Charcoal/Grey, Grey/Navy

Royal/Navy, Navy/Grey

Dry Ruck 
Sack

RRP £49.95

Coming End 
April  2016!

Pre-order now with 
your Vass retailer
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RAILWAY

SAMPHIRE HOE 
COUNTRY PARK

WEST ENDWESTERN CORNER

his rough ground venue is ull of ish for most
of the year, but you need the right gear and
technique to ind success at this top location

SAMPHIRE HOE, 
DOVER, KENT

D
uring the summer, the whole 
length of Samphire Hoe wall is a great 
venue for some fun float-fishing for a 
large number of species, but in winter 
it becomes a beast and a place to avoid 

in a big sea or large tide. 
However, at times of calm and during neap 

tides, it’s easily fishable and produces good 
catches, including codling, pouting, dogfish, 
pollack, wrasse, whiting and others.

Your chosen location along the wall is 
important because a huge ridge of rocks 
runs parallel to the seawall and is said to be 
littered with discarded Chunnel earth-moving 
machinery that was dumped there when the 
wall was built. Cast over this and it’s difficult to 
get your gear back, especially when a big sea or 
tide is pulling.

There are gaps in the rocks, and in some 
conditions the ridges and rocks are closer to 
the wall and can be easier to handle. 

So pick your time and place. It’s always a good 
idea to move a few yards along the wall if you 
lose gear because a different angle in the tide 
can make all the difference.

Words by Alan Yates
Photography by Lloyd Rogers
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DOWN YOUR WAY

A20

ACCESS ROAD

SHAKESPEARE CLIFF

CAR PARK

VISITOR CENTRE

EASTERN CORNER

EAST END

WEST END

The west end (Folkestone side) is 
particularly snaggy, with a large, long reef 
of rocks and kelp at 100-plus yards making 
it difficult to fish over unless you can cast 
long and retrieve fast.

Most fish are inside the reef and, as 
on the rest of the Hoe, under the wall is 
the hotspot, especially the pollack and 
pouting. Hanging a wire boom rig down 
the side with ragworms for pollack is a 
good method around the corner stretch. 

On some days the fish move away from 

the wall, so a light, long mono paternoster
rig allowed to run down the current will
also work well.

Under the wall there are lots of pouting, 
and a short paternoster rig dropped among 
the rocks will catch them, as well as the 
bigger wrasse. Make an effort to drop 
your baits between the holes in the rocks 
because 3ft deeper under the rocks is 
where the better fish are found.

Q TOP TIP: Fish 30lb all through if you 
are casting out from the wall and stick to 

just one or two hooks. For down the wall,
consider using very light line (0.20mm
snoods) for more bites.
Q�BAIT: Ragworms in summer, crabs and 
lug in winter, with fresh mackerel strip 
great for down the wall.
Q�SPECIES: Codling, pouting, dogish, 
pollack, bass, while in the autumn 
anything is possible.
Q�BEST TIMES: The low-water ebb 
because the tide changes is a hot time;  
it lasts just an hour, but there are usually 
ish moving through.
Q�GROUND: Very rough.

Fishing along the 
Hoe is behind a 
chest-high wall

Close to the wall  
is a hotspot  

for pollack
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“Awrasse stronghold
and canproduce the
occasional surprise”

NEED TO KNOW
GETTING THERE

Q TheHoe isaccessible

bycarvia theFolkeston

sideoftheA20as

you leavethe last

roundaboutoutof

Dover.Aslip roadto

the leftentersatunnel

controlledby traic lights. Go through the

tunnel and down the hill to a central car park,

which is pay as you go (£2 a day).

The oices and a cafe are at the car park,

where you can purchase an angling ticket,

although at other times the wall is patrolled

by a steward and you can pay on the peg.

TICKET PRICES

Q The new ticket prices are £6 for senior and

£4 for juniors per day. A half-season

(six months) permit is £50 and a full yearly

permit is £75. For details, tel: 01304 336650.

The Hoe also now has its own angling

website: www.samphirehoe.eu

TACKLE SHOPS

Q Bill’s Bait & Tackle, 121 Snargate St, Dover

CT17 9DA, tel: 01304 204542.

Q Brazil’s, 162 Snargate St, Dover, CT17 9BZ

tel: 01304 201457.

Q�Folkestone Angling, 12 Tontine St, 

Folkestone CT20 1JU, tel: 01303 253881.

Q�Hobbies, 146 Snargate St, Dover  

CT17 9BZ, tel: 01304 213552.

Q TOP TIP:Alongwalk,buthasarampand
nosteps, so it’s perfect fora tackle trolley.
Q BAIT:Ragworms,peeler crabsand
lug/squid inwinter. Tryahead-hooked
ragwormso it swims.
Q SPECIES:Pout, codling,dogish,pollack,
bassand, inautumn,anything. It’s a
wrassestrongholdandcanproduce the
occasional surprisespeciesaswell.
Q BEST TIMES:Theloodtideover
highwaterofers thedeepestwater in
this sectionof thewall; trybaitsished
betweenthehexagon-shapedwall.
Q GROUND:Clear, sandypatches in
places, but some large reefsof rocks.

Q TOP TIP:Afewfreeoferings
alongside thewall canattractall species
and isworthwhile.
Q BAIT:Use ragworms insummer, crabs
and lug inwinter,with freshmackerel
stripgreat fordownthewall.
Q SPECIES:There isa chanceofacodling,
whiting,pollack,bassand (pictured left)
poutandwrasse throughout this section.
Q BEST TIMES:Flood tideoverhighand
during the lasthourof theebb.
Q GROUND:Very rough.

Q TOP TIP:Agreatplace to trotaloat
during thelooding tide.
Q BAIT:Ragworms insummer, crabsand
lugwormsandsquid inwinter.
Q SPECIES:Codling,poutinganddogish,
alsowhiting,wrasse,pollackandbass
(picturedbelow) throughout this section.
Q BEST TIMES:Flood tideoverhighand
justafter. It’swortha try indarkness.

AROUND THE WESTERN CORNER

If you walk to the western corner you will 
find the promenade extends for a further 200 
metres. Although the water shallows here, 
this region can be worth the walk because, in 
places, there are fewer snags.

This is a great spot to cast a plug or lure early 
in the morning when no one is around, and is 
popular with the local bass dinghy anglers.

EAST END

The Dover end of the wall is slightly less 
snaggy in places and you can find some sand 
and fewer rocks around the yellow square 
halfway along the wall from the car park 
towards the eastern end. However, fewer 
snags means fewer fish, and for bites, the 
heaviest ground is also most productive.

Casting out to the limited sand patches 
along this stretch is especially productive 

in winter for the codling. with peeler crabs 
worth trying; fish it on a pulley rig and you will 
get your tackle back more often.

In autumn, a great method is to fish a 
sandeel under a float at 12-14ft and allow 
it to trot along the wall if you can. On early 
mornings you can find yourself alone and 
you can walk the length of the wall with this 
method – don’t forget to alter your fishing 
depth to suit the tide.

The western corner 

looks towards 

Folkestone

AROUND THE EASTERN CORNER

Sheltered from a south-west wind, this 
section is a bolt hole for anglers in rough 
weather and can produce all the species to 
float or bottom baits.

It shallows off towards the cliff face and 
looks ideal for bass. The corner of the wall is 
considered the hotspot, but it is snaggy and 
requires a single hook and fast retrieve, with 
braid on a fixed-spool reel one option.



NEW STEALTH BLUE CAMO BRAID

FOR SALTWATER ADVENTURES 

NEW STEALTH BLUE CAMO BRAID

FOR SALTWATER ADVENTURES

SPIDERWIRE® STEALTH™

SPIDERWIRE-FISHING.CO.UK
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ENGLAND
NORTHUMBERLAND
ThedeepermarksfromCrastertoBeadnell
shouldishforkelpcod,withthepossibilityof
somepollackatCullernosePoint.Otherdeep
marks,suchasDunstanburghCastle(seeabove),
areworthtryingforcodlingaswell.Neverdismiss
thelow-waterrockmarks.
FishingfromtheopenbeachesalongDruridge

Bay,WarkworthandEmbletonwithragtipped
withaishbaitwillproduce�oundersand
occasionalturbot.Thesemarksmaythrowup
occasionalbass,buttheyhavetobereturned.
QTackle shop:AmbleAnglingCentre,
tel:01665711200.

TYNE & WEAR
Crabswillbestartingtopeel iftheweather is
kind,sotheRiverTyneshouldishfor

�oundersandtheoccasionalcoalish.
TherewillstillbeafewcodlingfromRokerpier,

Sunderland,withlugandcrabsthebestbaits.
Expectafewwhitingonlugandmackerelbaits.
TheRiverWearwillproduced�oundersat
ClaxheughandtheBusinessPark,withbestbait
beingfrozenblacklugtippedwithmackerel.The
GlassCentrepromwillhaveundersizedcoalish.
QTackle shop:Rutherford’sAngling,
Sunderland,tel:01915654183.

COUNTY DURHAM
BeachesaroundEasington,Blackhalland
Seahamwillbequietwithperhapsafewdabs,
plaiceand�ounderscaughtonwormbaits.
Thereisagoodchanceofathornbackrayto
doubleiguresonishbaitsfromHordenwith
afewwhitingonnighttides.
HotspotwillbeSeahamNorthPier,where

dogish,thornbackandspottedrays,whiting,

plaiceandafewcodlingprovidetheaction.For
pier info,callSeahamSAC,tel:01915810321.
QTackle shop:NorthEastTackleSupplies,
Sunderland,tel:01915103573.

HARTLEPOOL
Codhavethinnedout,buttherearelotsof
whitingpushing2lb-plus.Settledweatherwill
seethemcaughtafterdarkfrommostofthe
Hartlepoolpiers,withtheHeughandMiddleton
best.Frozenrunnidowntippedwithmackerel
willdowellfordabsandwhiting,withmost
wormandshellishbaitsbestforcod.
ExpectgoodnumbersofdabsontheHeugh,

whilesettledweathercanseeafewbassat
SeatonCarewbeachwhenabitofsurf is
running.Ragwormscatchbasshere.
QTackle shop:NorthEastTackleSupplies,
Hartlepool,tel:01429272581.

YORKSHIRE
Anglers inthenorthofthecountyhopefora
runofcodattheendofMarch.Theishtendto
moveontothesandmarks,suchasSandsend,
RobinHood’sBayandRunswicknow.Baitsare
mainlycrabsandworms,but, if it'swarm,green
crabsishwell.
Whitbybeachproducesvariousspeciesfrom

codto�atish, while the pier is popular on a �ood
tide. Most rock marks are ishing well with the
sea running and with the wind from north-west
to south-east wind. Robin Hood’s Bay is a
favourite in March during easterly winds.

Try Scarborough’s Marine Drive in the tide with
a long cast into deep water for cod, coalish and
wrasse. The Holderness Coast gives codling,
rays and whiting to worm, squid and crab baits.
QTackle shop: Anglers Corner, Hull,
tel: 01482 507350.

RECOMMENDED

DOWN YOUR WAY

131 of the hottest marks likely to produce right now…

Large ish, such as cod, pollack and ling, can be
caught from Dunstanburgh Castle point.

A south-easterly sea in winter produces
codling, especially in darkness. The deep water
close to shore can give good results when the
sea is calm. Expect �ounders too.

March and April can be quieter, while the best
summer ishing at the end of June.

Summer produces mackerel and coalish,
which make for exciting sport on light tackle.
Codling and wrasse are caught from the weed
beds to peeler crabs. Float-ished ragworms
produce pollack and ever-present coalish.
Lure ishing is good for seeking mackerel,
coalish and pollack.

The upper clifs of the point are high, so care
must be taken, while the rocks at sea level can
be slippery, so studded boots are advisable,
and should be avoided in rough seas.

Tackle losses can be high, but cleaner ground
is found by casting in a north-easterly direction
from the lower point.

January and February are often best for cod.
Ling, pollack, conger eels and dogish can be
caught throughout the year.

A beefy rod and powerful reel loaded with
heavy line straight through are best for
close-in work in the kelp and in deep water.

Longer casting will require a reel loaded with
a minimum of 25lb mono and 60lb shockleader
to cope with the rough terrain and larger ish.

Pulley rigs made with 60lb mono to a size
3/0 hook should be used for codling or
wrasse in summer, but a 3/0 or 6/0 Pennell
pulley is best in winter. A rotten-bottom
system attached to a 6oz breakout sinker
will cope with the strong tide.

Q GETTING THERE: From the A1 in 
Northumberland, take the B6347 to 
Christon Bank, and on to the B1340. At the 
junction with the B1339, take a right turn 
towards Embleton. Drive through Embleton 
and then after a mile and a half take a left 
turn to Craster, which is just to the south of 
Dunstanburgh, and park. Alternatively, 
head to Dunstan Steads, to the north of 
Dunstanburgh, and park. It’s a 25-minute 
walk along the coast to the castle.

SCOTLAND
EAST COAST
This is the transition stage from winter species 
to summer ish. Most of the ishing in Fife will 
be from the sandy beaches, such as Leven and 
Kirkcaldy for �ounders and occasional turbot 
on worm and ish baits. The Tay Estuary will 
have �ounders; Riverside Drive in Dundee, 
and Wormit are the hotspots.

Most of the cod have moved ofshore, but  
in East Lothian there is still a chance from 
Torness, Dunbar and Pease Bay in the mixed 
to rough ground; use worm baits and 
rotten-bottom gear. Plenty of �ounders on 
the beaches to worm and ish baits. 

Try beaches such as Longniddry, Gullane, 
Yellowcraigs or Belhaven, which are best  
over low water, but ish can come on at any 
state of the tide.
Q Tackle shop: Mike’s Tackle, Edinburgh,  
tel: 0131 657 3258.

WEST COAST
This is traditionally the quietest part of the 
year in the Clyde area as anglers wait for the 
irst peel of crabs. There will be some small 
ish at Gourock and Greenock, mainly dabs and 
codling. Still a few dogish in Loch Fyne, but 
ishing into darkness is essential.
Q Tackle shop: The Sports Shop, Stranraer, 
tel: 01776 702705.

- MARK FOCUS: DUNSTANBURGH CASTLE, NORTHUMBERLAND
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LINCOLNSHIRE
Expect good lounder ishing all along the 
Humber, with a few codling at the woods and 
yellow cross; use crabs and worms, but for the 
lounders try some Bluey. The coast will produce 
dogish latish and rays, with the start of the 
bass ishing; try worm, crab and squid baits.
Q Tackle shop: Lakeside Leisure,  
Chapel St Leonards, tel: 01754 872631. 

NORFOLK
The Great Ouse at King’s Lynn is an underrated 
venue where eels and lounders are caught. Fish 
of the Old Town quay or along the east bank 
(accessed through the old port); try anywhere 
from the trawlers up to the pylons. Small tides 
are best either side of high or low water.

The shingle beaches produce small dabs. 
Blakeney Point, Cley Kelling and Weybourne 
give lounders and probably bass. Fish very close 
from the top of the tide down, particularly if 
there is a stif wind with north in it. The wreck at 
Weybourne can produce codling, bass and pout. 
Under the clifs at Weybourne can produce 
spring codling in late March, particular at night 
on a big tide over high water.

Rough ground west of the lifeboat station at 
Sheringham can give codling and early bass. 
Trimingham is a hotspot for codling in late March 
when ishing three to four bays to the west of 
the Vale Road car park. Expect bass and 
lounders in April. Mundesley and Bacton give 
bags of lounders and bass; try around around 
the three outlow pipes at Bacton. 
Target the last of the ebb for
lounders and the start of the lood
up for the bass.

The Gorleston bend at the mouth
of the River Yare can be productive
with lots of round ish and 
lounders, along with eels and soles.
Q Local support: Holt Sea Angling Club,
tel: 07780 793141 & Pete's Bait,
tel: 07899 796938.

SUFFOLK & ESSEX
A spring run of codling will see anglers at 
Lowestoft, and Kessingland to Benace sluice. It 
will be worth trying Felixstowe, but Orford, 
Aldeburgh and Dunwich are the favourite marks. 
There may still be a few whiting and some bass 
along with some early dogish and even 
smoothhounds. Spring codling, rays and latties 
wil be caught from the piers and beaches around 
Walton and Clacton.
Q Tackle shop: Markhams Fishing Tackle, 
Ipswich, tel: 01473 727841.

KENT
Fishing in the Thames and Medway will be 
mainly for lounders and whiting, with a chance 
of codling. Bass and eels show if the weather 
warms up, but both species have to be returned 
alive due to the restrictions now applied.

Best spots will be the sea school stretch at 
Gravesend, plus Greenhithe and Dartford.  
There should be good ishing in the Medway at 
Gillingham pier and the Medway City Estate. 
Thornbacks are likely at Herne Bay and Reculver.

The yacht club at Sandwich Bay produces 
thornback rays to Bluey; try Deal pier front too. 
Seabrook and Hythe ish over high tide when 
calm for plaice to worms, rays to ish baits; Twiss 
Groyne and Fisherman's Beach are best. Dover’s 
Admiralty pier has rays, dogish and a chance of 
codling from the extension.
Q Tackle shop: Folkestone Angling,  
tel: 01303 253881.

SUSSEX
There could be bass in surf conditions in the
Eastbourne area. Smoothhounds have 
appeared early in places, but April normally
signals their arrival in the Selsey area. Try big
tides at Pagham yacht club for rays. Aldwick is a
shallow beach holding latish.
Q Tackle shop: Aldwick Angling, Bognor Regis
tel: 01243 829054.

HAMPSHIRE & DORSET
Some good thornback rays are expected from
marks within the Solent. Plaice will be the main
target from Sandbanks at Poole, where they will
be caught on both rag and lugs. The eastern side
of Portland is worth a try for pollack to loat or
lure tactics over high water. Expect wrasse from
Portland Bill to rag or for better-sized ish try a
hardback crab.

Plaice are caught at Chesil Beach, with 
Bexington, Cogden or to the right of Abbotsbury
worth a try. Black lug and rag are the best baits.
Into darkness, rays show to sandeel baits. The
Ferrybridge section has seen some early 
smoothhounds to peeler crabs or large king rag.
Q Tackle shop: Christchurch Angling Centre,
Bournemouth, tel: 01202 480520.

DEVON
Anglers will be chasing the irst plaice at Seaton,
Budleigh Salterton and the South Hams 
beaches. Mackerel start to show everywhere,
along with some small-eyed rays.

Q Tackle shop: Plymouth Angling
Centre, tel: 01752 361294.

SOMERSET
There will be an excellent chance
of late codling until the end of

April, increasing numbers of 
thornback rays and a few bass. A

fresh peeler crab will be top bait and
should be ished at close range over the rougher
ground for bass, especially in windy conditions.
Porlock to Minehead could produce a large
blonde ray, but plenty of dogish will mean
perseverance is the key. Brean Down and 
Sandpoint produce late codling, thornback rays,
a few bass, conger eels, dogish and whiting.
Q Tackle shop: Veals Mail Order, Bristol, tel:
01275 892000.

MERSEYSIDE
The best chance of a good ishing is at the low
water marks at Perch Rock and Vale Park bank
on the Wirral side of the Mersey. Good bags of
whiting and dabs should be achievable ishing
on tides of about 1.3m. Aim to ish about three
hours down to low water and an hour of the
lood. Black lug and tipped with ish is normally
the best bait.
Q Tackle shop: Taskers Angling, Liverpool,  
tel: 0151 260 6015.

LANCASHIRE
It’s the start of the latish season in the Ribble 
Estuary. Try near the shrimp boats at Lytham on 
smaller tides for lounders; best bait is blood 
razorish, crabs and creeper rag.

The beaches at Cleveleys and Rossall will be 
quiet, but there is a chance of the irst dogish or 
a thornback ray to ish baits. Plaice start to show 
in the River Wyre on the Knott End side and also 
from Marine Beach at Fleetwood; ish the latter 
two hours either side of high water. Lug or old 
black worms are the top baits.

April should produce an improvement in the 
ishing along the Fylde Coast with a few  

summer species beginning to appear.
QTackle shop: Gerry’s Fishing, Morecambe,
tel: 01524 422146.

CUMBRIA
Whitehaven piers give plaice and lounders to 
worms, with dabs and dogish too; ish three 
hours either side of high water. Maryport prom 
and the beaches between Workington and 
Maryport give plaice and a few lounders if the 
weather is calm; tides above 8.6 metres are 
best, with lug, rag and white rag the best baits.

Plaice and lounders return to the Solway Firth. 
Worms will take most ish until the crabs peel. 
Silloth can give thornback rays into April. Port 
Carlisle has lounders, as long as the weather is 
kind. Bigger tides are best. Try maddies tipped 
of with mackerel, but most baits will take ish.
Q Tackle shop: West Coast Bait & Tackle, 
Workington, tel: 01900 605093.

WARNING!
All bass must be 

returned alive to the 
water until the end of 

June 2016

WALES 
SOUTH
Marks west of Nash Point, such as Marcross, 
Monknash and Witches Point, should be 
producing rays, especially during a warm, 
sunny spell of weather. Recent years have 
seen of a good spring run of cod at Newton 
Point and Sker Rocks.

Further west, the surf beaches around 
Gower and the Loughor Estuary hold 
increasing numbers of hungry lounders, 
while some such as Pendine and Cefn Sidan 
often throw up a specimen bass or two. 
Large baits such as whole clams, razorish or 
squid will attract bigger ish.

Bass will be main targets around the 
Amroth area, along with the smoothhounds 
and spurdogs.
Q Tackle shop: Anglers Corner, Milford 
Haven, tel: 01646 698899.

WEST
The Milford Haven area will still produce 
codling and rays. There is a chance of turbot 
to 3lb from Borth when ishing low to high 
tide. Short casts with a sandeel or mackerel 
strip baits work best. Beaches at Aberdyi, 
Barmouth, Talybont and Harlech all good for 
turbot, dabs and lounders. Stick to ish 
baits, spring tides, and night ishing for the 
best results.

Night tides are best at Pwllheli for dabs, 
lounders, whiting and an outside chance of 
bull huss or thornback rays on the spring 
tides at range.
Q Tackle shop: D & E Hughes, Pwllheli,  
tel: 01758 613291.

NORTH
The rock ledges at Ty Croes, Anglesey, can 
give good huss to 10lb-plus at night, with 
the chance of rays, whiting, dabs and 
dogish. Best ray and huss bait is a mackerel/
squid combo on a Pennell pulley rig.

Mixed bags of lounders, dabs, whiting, 
dogish, and maybe the odd smaller bass and 
codling from Llandudno North Shore. Use lug 
tipped with mackerel for the best all round 
results, and again ish at night. 

Plaice will be showing inside the Conway 
and Dee estuaries if there’s no lood water.  
A fresh peeler crab is the best bait, but black 
lug does well too. Stick to smaller neap tides. 
Q Tackle shop: Anglesey Bait Centre, 
Beaumaris, tel: 01248 810009.
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LURE TACTICS

10
WAYS TO 
GO THE 
DISTANCE

Casting lures a long way requires the right tools in the right hands 

H
owmanytimeshaveyoucaught

yourself trying to blast a lure to
the horizon, forgetting about all
that lovely-looking water right 
in front of you?

There are, however, times and places 
when long casting can be extremely useful 
– perhaps the reef or tide rip you are fishing 
calls for it, or maybe you just need to get into 
clearer water because bouncy conditions are 
kicking things up closer in. 

Whatever the case, here are my tips to help 
you get your lures out that bit further when 
the need arises...

CASTING
STYLE

1

No matter what rods, reels, lines and lures 
you buy, if your casting isn’t up to much, 
then no fancy gear in the world is going to 
get your lures out very far. 

You need to use the weight of the lure to 
properly bend the rod so that it acts like a 
spring. Every rod works slightly di�erently 
– some, generally fast-action lure rods, 
like to be moved really fast on the cast, 
while others beneit from slowing down a 
touch and concentrating on fully loading 
the rod. Get to know your lure rod and 
practice the style that suits it best.

Words and photography 
by Henry Gilbey
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Thinner lines come of the reel that bit 
easier and cut through the air better than 
thicker ones. Given 15lb and 20lb braids 
of the same make, the 15lb version will 
therefore cast further. 

A top-of-the-range (and not cheap) 
15lb eight-strand braid will generally help 
get you more distance, but much as I like 
ishing with braids like this, I am not sure 
that the distance advantage over, say, a 
more regular four-strand braid is as great  
as we would like to think. 

SLIMMER

BRAIDS

2
YOUR BEST 

LURE CHOICE
Some lures cast much better than others, either
by design or because the shape is aerodynamic,
enabling it to �y out well. 

For distance work I know of no better  
out-and-out minnow-style hard lure than the
IMA Hound 125F Glide, and it helps that I trust
it as a bass catcher too. 

Into the same category fall the DUO Tide 
Minnow Slim 140 Flyer, DUO Tide Minnow 145
SLD-S, MegaBass Zonk 120 Gataride, MegaBass
X140, IMA/DUO Nabarone 125F or 125S, and
some of the Daiwa lures that, unfortunately,
we can’t easily source in the UK.

COVER EVEN

MORE WATER
Due to their shape, some surface lures cast like
the proverbial bullet, enabling you to cover a
serious amount of water. 

3

THE RIGHT 

LURE ROD
A modern, longer rod will chuck a lure further 
than either an older style, somewhat �oppy 
spinning rod, or one of those sub-8ft modern 
rods that can be so good to ish with closer in. 

In the right hands, a long, Continental-style 
beach rod will help, but nothing can compensate 
for a bad casting style. Use a lure rod that works 
for you and, remember, the best carbon in the 
world won’t do a whole lot for you if you aren’t 
casting powerfully and smoothly. 

I love ishing with shorter lure rods that feel 
like wands in my hand, but a good, modern 
9ft to 9ft 6in lure rod 
(typically from Japan) is 
so completely diferent 
to what we used to have
to settle for. Light and
responsive, they can put
lures out a mile, to the
point where I am now as
comfortable using one
of these longer lure rods
as I am a shorter one.

5

The well-known 27g Xorus Patchinko is one 
of these if teamed with a lure rod that can 
move it nice and fast.

My favourite surface lure, the IMA Salt 
Skimmer, is another big distance, but smaller, 
proile surface lure. It is somewhat lighter, and 
ishes quieter than the larger Patchinko.
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LOAD IT UP

LURE TACTICS

IS BIGGEST 
ALWAYS BEST?

If distance is paramount, nothing will cast further 
than a metal jig – but whether you use one 
depends on where you are ishing. Some of the 
larger, heavier lures are going to cast even further 
if you use the right rods and reels. Indeed, some 
of the 3oz and 4oz surface lures we used for 
striped bass over on Cape Cod were going so far 
that I was struggling to see them land.

Some bass lures just cast better than others, 
and it isn’t always the largest within their weight 
range that necessarily go out the furthest. Q

Make sure your spinning reel is properly 
loaded up with braid, but don’t overill it in
the hope of gaining a few extra yards. 

It may sound like a good idea, but when
you’re spitting blood because the bass are
on the feed, and you’re getting endless 
wind knots, you’ll wish that you had heeded
my words and spent more time perfecting
your casting style than illing up your reel.

“If I need to put lures out as far as I can, 
then it’s hard lures that get the trip”

SNAPBACK 
STYLE CAST

8

The straight back and forwards style, called 
snapback casting, can be very accurate and 
easy to master. But I don’t think it lends itself 
well to maximum distance work with long 
lure rods in rough, windy conditions. 

I still think that the right drop to your lure, 
together with a good rod and casting style, is 
the key – set yourself up and let the lure �y. 

ROD RATING 
IMPORTANT

Many of of the best lure rods these days are rated 
5-35g, but a 10-30g rod is not going to perform 
at its best if you are casting lures at the extreme 
bottom and top ends of the range. 

The long-casting IMA Hound 125F Glide weighs 
only 20g, and I ind it works incredibly well on 
many of the Major Craft 10-30g lure rods, but 
if you regularly ish lure of 30g-plus and you 
need to get them out a long way, it’s far better 
to use a lure rod rated 15-40g. Lure rods have a 
‘sweet spot’ where you can feel them performing 
efortlessly as they cast their ideal weight, but 
unless you are spend big money on a rod, it will 
take a bit of time to discover where that is.

I ish for bass more and more with soft 
plastics these days, but aside from the 
odd freak of nature like the MegaBass DOT 
Crawler, most soft plastics aren’t going to 
cast quite as far as a long-distance hard lure. 

Sure, a big heavy jig head and a smallish 
soft plastic will go out a long way, but if I 
am trying to put a lure out to distant rocks, I 
don’t then want it to sink deep and snag me 
up. I always carry a selection of soft plastics 
with me, but if I need to put lures out as far 
as I can, then it’s hard lures that get the trip. 

GOING SOFT

6

10



FOR THE LOVE OF FISHING

N
EW

www.lowrance.com

Download and upload maps, software and  

apps direct to your ishinder / chartplotter.

CHIRP -  Delivers multiple CHIRP and
Broadband Sounder frequencies from a
single transducer to help you see more ish

DOWNSCAN IMAGING™ (DSI) - Delivers
easy-to-understand, picture-like views of
the structure and the bottom

TOTALSCAN™ -  Get all your sonar 
technology in one transducer

GPS -  Highly accurate location tracking, 
built-in GPS antenna and background 
mapping

WIRELESS - Built-in wireless connectivity 
provides access to the GoFree™ Shop on 
your unit

TOUCHSCREEN - Provides fast, ingertip 
access to all Elite Ti features

The Elite Ti 7-inch and 5-inch high performance ishinder/chartplotter combos



BASS TACTICS

Early bassing can be 
frustrating, but all 

the more satisfying 
when you succeed
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E
very year when it gets to April 

and MayIget lotsofemails fromkeen 
anglers saying that they’ve been trying 
bass spinning but haven’t had a sniff.

Of course, it’s not surprising that 
it’s a bit slow so early in the year, and I usually 
suggest that anyone new to this branch of the 
sport waits until June before giving it a serious 
try. It’s easy to become disillusioned with things 
when the fish are few and far between.

In a way I suppose that I’m partly responsible 
for the emails because I often publish quite a 
bit about bass catches on my website from early 
March onwards. This doesn’t mean that fishing 
as early as March is either easy or, indeed, a good 
idea; bass at this time of the season, at least in 
my neck of the woods, are thin on the ground 
and widespread, and no one should expect to 
catch on every session.

MAXIMISE CHANCES
The best bet is usually to stick to tried and 
trusted lures - Jointed Rapalas, Marias, Red 
Gills, Black Minnows and the like. It’s also wise 
to fish over spots that are known to produce 
reasonably consistently, and to fish at the best 
states of tide and conditions.

I often get up well before dawn to try and 
maximise chances - which makes it all the more 
galling when I don’t catch. Of course, you do 
have the pleasure of seeing lots of wildlife and 
hearing the best of the dawn chorus, but it’s not 
the same as catching bass.

For example, one year in March, having had 
an email from a pal saying that he’d had a fish 
and lost a bigger one, we went fishing on the 
following day when conditions looked even 
better. However, when we tried it, walking 
miles in the process, it was, to say the least, 
a bit slow. All we managed was a few half-
hearted knocks and I landed one small bass, 
hooked at maximum range. That’s early 
bassing, I’m afraid; if you go, be prepared for 
disappointment, but the success, when it 
comes, is all the more satisfying.

This, of course, is the trouble with looking
at other people’s fishing catch reports. They
always seem to be catching something. In
truth, it’s never really like that, and everyone  
has blanks at times.

Sometimes it seems like a curse; once, having 
had a fishless week or so, I consoled myself 
with the thought that it hadn’t been a complete 
waste of my time. As it happened, my pal and 
I had spent most of the time doing a bit of 
independent exploring with a view to finding 
some new spots.

Early in the week I went for an early-morning 
fishing session, but the place I chose was more 
or less dead. I ‘popped’ a large slider for a good 
half-hour without seeing even a fin of a bass. 
Then, having decided that it was going to be 
futile, I thought I’d have a walk to see whether 
I could find any likely places for the future. It 
was hard work hiking up and down the cliff path 
with my rod and my heavy bag, and although  
I had a good view of the sea, there was nowhere, 
as far as I could tell, that I could easily get down 
to have a closer look.

At one spot I saw a big flock of terns fishing 
for sandeels, and the place just shouted ‘bass’, 
but I was still hundreds of feet above the sea. 
What a downer.

When I got home I rang my pal and told him 
what I’d seen, so he said he’d go later in the week 
and look for a way down to the shore. In fact, he 
did better than that, he asked a friend who knew 
the area, and then he went down to explore the 
feasibility of the proposed route. He said that 
when he got to the cliff path it was raining.

The path, although passable, was covered in 
sticky, horrible clay but, undaunted, he slithered 
his way down to the sea. He was rod-less and the 
sea was pretty rough, but he confirmed what I’d 
thought about the fishing potential.

At the weekend we decided to give the new 
place a go. We descended to the shore fairly 
quickly, but then found that it was a slow 
process picking our way over the rocks to 
suitable stances. There was a strong crosswind 
and the sea was still very rough. The occasional 
hungry-looking tern flapped along, but none of 
them were fishing.

A lot of weed was washing about in the surf, 
so we made our way along to the most sheltered 

area we could find. We split up to fish two
different places and, using almost identical
shallow-diving plugs, we began to cast. It
was not too difficult, although on almost  
every chuck the lure came back adorned with 
strips of kelp.

We flogged away for perhaps half-an-hour 
then, suddenly, I felt a hard double yank on 
the line as a bass grabbed the plug. I was only 
in contact for a couple of seconds as the fish 
boiled on the surface and then came unstuck 
and made good its escape. I was gutted. 
Neither of us had another sniff, despite fishing 
on for some while longer.

MAGGOTS MEAN FISH
However, about 10 minutes after my ‘missed 
bite’, I suddenly heard a loud splosh above the 
roar of the wind and waves. Looking down I 
saw, right in the edge, a huge fin flapping out of 
the sea. For a moment my heart seemed to stop, 
but I realised that it couldn’t possibly be the 
biggest bass in the world and, sure enough, just 
as I was thinking this, up popped the head of a 
large seal. It must have been grovelling among 
the rocks for a fish and waving its flippers in the 
air. The seal bobbed about and watched me for 
a few seconds, as they do, but as I turned to grab 
the camera it dived and disappeared.

One week later I went back with two more 
pals to give it another try as it was coming up 
to the top of the spring tides. After the last lot 
of springs the heavy seas had covered most of 
the beaches feet-thick in weed. This usually 
means maggots, and ‘maggots mean fish’. Sure 
enough, the sea was already lapping the seaweed 
middens and the water was thickly laced with 
maggots. Perfect! I caught nothing, but one 
of the other lads had a reasonable bass and the 
other had a big mullet on the fly.

The following morning I was fishing at the 
crack of dawn. Almost at once there was a yank 
on the line and I found myself playing a bass. 
Good start! Over the next half-hour this was 
repeated 10 times – excellent stuff. 

None of the bass were large (best about 3lb), 
but they all fought well. As the light improved 
the fish stopped biting. I got the message and 
packed in but, clearly, it pays to persist in the 
early part of the year. ■   

Words by ish biologist
Dr Mike Ladle
Photograph by Lloyd Rogers

In April and May bass are thin on the ground and widespread, 
and no one should expect to catch on every session

PERSISTENCE
WHEN

PAYS OFF
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Why your LRF skills require some undercover experience

HIDE & SEEK

T
he sun shone, illuminating the 

crystal-clear water as shoals of 
coalfish moved through the weed 
patrolling the walls of the harbour 
entrance. As I teased these fish 

with various lures, I saw a large shape move 
off the bottom and settle again.

My eyes bulged, it was one of the biggest 
flounders I had seen. With shaking hands, 
I rigged a 2.5g No. 6 jighead with a medium 
pink Isome and cast beyond the fish, and 
I slowly began to hop the lure along the 
seabed towards the waiting flounder. 

A personal-best flounder was only inches 

away from capture, but it completely 
ignored my lure.

I repeated the performance, only to have 
the flounder move a few feet further into 
the harbour. This happened repeatedly. I 
followed the fish as it went past the prime, 
clean ground into the small commercial 
mooring area of the harbour. This tiny area 
was the dirtiest, muddiest part, where the 
seabed was littered with debris, although 
the water was clear enough for me to see the 
flounder settle down in the silty seabed, still 
resolutely ignoring my lures.

It was then that a creel boat came in to 
moor up, and as it passed into the small 
inner harbour it stirred the bottom and I 
lost sight of the fish in a cloud of silt. With 
visibility gone, so had my hope of a new PB.

I flicked the lure out again, more out 
of habit than hope, and got my aim a bit 

wrong. The lure landed alongside the 
fishing boat. Rather than letting the lure 
fall to the bottom, which was my standard 
flattie tactic, I reeled in with the aim of 
recasting to where I last saw the fish. 

I had got a few turns of the handle when 
the rod lunged over as the big flattie seized 
the lure. I soon had my new pb flounder of 
3lb 2oz in the net.

This capture taught me a valuable lesson; 
only when the fish had found cover from 
the boats did it feel confident enough to 
feed, and that was its downfall. 

This capture was by no means an isolated 
one. Features such as pontoons, harbours, 
boatyards, docks and industrial areas can be 
overlooked as fishing marks, but they often 
throw up surprises. Species such as pollack, 
coalfish, wrasse, bass, mullet and flatfish can 
all be found in these areas. 

Words and photography
by Jake Schogler
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MOORED BOATS

Mooredvessels,especiallycommercialboats,

can providegreatcoverforfish.Whenthecrew

are cleaningthedecksandnets,fisharequickto

move intogetatthediscardcomingofftheboat.

From top water, especially at night, down to

the seabed, various species take advantage of

this activity. They use the boat as cover and an

ambush point, or merely wait for food items to

wash out from the boat.

A good tactic is to cast alongside the boat with

a soft plastic rigged on a light jighead, and, with a

tight line, allow the jig to fall back towards you on

a curved fall. This mimics the small items of food

washed of the deck. It pays to work on either

side of the boat, including between the vessel

and harbour wall. Working the lure vertically can

throw up some surprises, including large species

and unusual lure catches, such as eels.

You must be aware of mooring ropes. These

are best avoided, because not only are they a

major snag risk but, also, leaving hooks and jigs in

a rope can be dangerous for the ishermen.

PONTOONS

Boat pontoons ofer excellent cover for ish to

hide, and also act as an ambush point. They are

a permanent cover, unlike the transient nature

of commercial boats. They are always worth

targeting and can throw up surprising species.

I tend to target them with light jig heads cast

along the edge of the pontoon utilising curved

fall techniques. It also pays to work both sides

of the pontoon, including the gap between the

harbour wall and the �oating pontoon.

In order to work a lure in these tight spaces, a

shorter rod comes into its own, and techniques

tend to be much more vertical in approach. When

ishing these tight gaps, you have to be aware

that if you do hook a bigger ish, it can be more

diicult to land them. The ish are able to rub

your line against the edge of the structure, and

if the gap is quite small, then it can be a bit of a

struggle to lift the ish out of the gap.

If you do hook a bigger ish that dives under

the pontoon, you can push your rod tip into the

water so it is below the edge of the structure.

TACKLE AND LURES

When working these areas, and especially if I am

using on-the-drop techniques, a shorter LRF rod

of 7ft with a solid tip can be my go-to item. Being

a bit shorter, it allows me to have more control of

the tip when I am working in tight spaces.

Afine,solidtiphelpsmetoseebitesasfishgrab

the lure as it is falling. It also has the beneit of

ofering very little resistance, which allows ish

to suck a slowly-falling lure in with conidence. A

selection of jig heads from 1-3g in sizes No. 8 and

No. 6 should deal with most species.

I love Isome and Gulp sandworms rigged on

a jighead, but small paddletails ish well with a

curved fall technique. The paddletail wiggles as

it falls and helps the lure to fall a bit slower than

a straight worm lure. A slower descent not only

gives the ish more time to intercept the lure, but

also the tail vibrates to induce the ish to bite.

You can alter the weight of the jighead to

achieve a slower fall, and this presents lazy ish

with an easy meal. Often these ish are the

biggest too, so be prepared for a scrap when

you set the hook. With this in mind, I use a fairly

high drag setting when ishing in and around

structure, as it pays to bully the ish out from the

cover, whereas a drag setting that is too light can

allow a ish to dive under the boat or pontoon.

Luckily, one of the joys of LRF rods is that

they bend, which can cushion the lunges of ish

without them having to take line.Q

GREAT PLACES TO FIND HIDING FISH 

Try to stay
clear of any

mooring ropes A nice flattie, 
tempted out of 
a harbour

Moored boats 
provide lots of 
opportunities

Pontoons  
can throw up  

surprising species

Use a 
 selection of 

jigheads and lures
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SHANE PULLEN
Tales from an angling obsessive

Words and photography by Shane Pullen

Jason White 
with a superb 
thornback ray
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R
eculver, a small village about

two miles from Herne Bay in
Kent, holds fond memories for
me. As a 12-year-old, I caught my
first cod from the shore there.

Over the years I have fished there many
times, but the thrill of taking that fish to

and discovering its
won’t forget.
for its landmark

ers, Reculver nestles
n Herne Bay and
gton. Those towers

what remain of a
h; in 1809 the main
of the building was
olished.When I had
12-pounder, its cod
ing was as good as
ngeness, yet Dungie
ame the place to
and still attracts

usands of anglers
ry year. Sea defence
k has changed the
k of Reculver since I
a boy.
recent years the

t of north Kent
gained a bit of
eputation for its
nback ray fishing.
been tipped off
thornbacks were

showing and,with the country being hit hard
by south-west gales, it was an opportunity to
try my luck. Here, winds from the south are
offshore, and even with them being close to
gale force, it would be fairly sheltered.
Early in the week I had fished at nearby

Herne Bay and, even with my normal bad
luck with rays, I landed two small ones.
Thinking I was on a roll, I returned for the
next two tides…and blanked. It was time
to call the cavalry in the shape of Big Jason
White. Being a good all-round angler, Big Ja
has a knack of saving the day. I also invited
AllanMatthews, another decent all-rounder
but, I have to say, that when it comes to
shore-caught thornbacks, he’s even worse
thanme. Yes, I kid you not!

SHINGLE BEACH

The plan was to fish the shingle beach just
east of the towers. We set up about 100
yards to the right of what is known as The
Apron, which is below the towers; it used to
be a favourite mark for cod, bass and eels.
Even though the area has rugged sea

defence rocks, it can be fished. The shingle
beach leads down to small rocks before
hitting sand andmud. Further out, where we
would be casting our baits, is broken ground,
mussel beds and sandbanks.
AsyougofurthereasttowardsColdharbour

lagoon, the seabed turns to mainly sand and
mud and a mussel bed. On big spring tides
the sea uncovers these marks, and when
you get out there you can see why fish are
attracted to them. We had chosen to fish a
neap tide for two reasons – it’s meant to be
more productive for thornbacks, and the
weed can be a nightmare during bigger tides.
We were using pulley rigs. I like the pulley

dropper for rays, but having the hooks below
the lead weight means it can get caught up
as you retrieve. Of course, this wouldn’t
happen if I ever had a fish on. The pulley
rigs had size 3/0 hooks and 6oz breakout
sinkers. Jason isn’t a big fan of Pennell hooks
when ray fishing, particularly as all our fish
are returned. However, when fewer rays are
present, he uses a Pennell to hold a bigger
bait and offer more scent attraction.
I honestly believemy ray catcheswerepoor

due to my baiting technique with Bluey.
You’re never too old to learn and I asked
Jason to showme how he did it. Basically, he

fillets the Bluey down one side and cuts off
a piece about 4in long. A small slice is then
cut down the middle of the fillet so it can be
folded in half with the flesh on the outside.
The hook is put though the fillet, back out
again halfway down, and back through so the
eye of the hook is just showing halfway down
and the barb of the hook is at the end.
The reason why the eye of the hook is

showing is so bait cotton can be wrapped
around to stop the bait from sliding up
the snood on the cast. It also stops it from
sliding down tomask the barb.
Soon we had our baits in the water. The

splash of our sinkers made me think about
how the area was used for testing the Second
WorldWarbouncingbomb in 1943.There is
still evidence where the test device smashed
into the seawall. As budding historians will
know, things worked out nicely for scientist
Barnes Wallis, and the bomb was a success
for theDambusters. As a result, there is now
a statue of the great man at Herne Bay.
As we sat talking about the history, Big

Ja’s rod pulled down, sprung back and the
line dropped slack. A ray was on and it was
a cracker. After a photograph the fish was
released. Myself? I’ve recently had some
successwithrayselsewhere,butthat’sanother
story. Meanwhile, Allan is still waiting for his
first shore ray.Well, BarnesWallis didn’t get
it right first time, so I’m keeping my fingers
crossed. When I do succeed here they can
build a statue ofme too.Q
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RAY DAY AT 
RECULVER
With thornbacks on the scene, surely it 
was time for a change of fortune?

The rod takes the strain of Jason’s thornie Bluey (left) and sandeel (right) ready to go

Big Ja’s ray is landed on the 
shingle beach just east of the 

towers at Reculver
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THAT’S WHAT I CALL SERVICE
Three years ago I moved to the North East,
and my passion for sea angling was rekindled.  
As a result, I decided to upgrade my rod and 
purchased a Century Kompressor S from my 
local tackle dealer.

I registered the rod with Century on the same 
day, and took it for its irst outing the following 
day at Hendon Promenade, where I found I 
increased my casting distance by 20 or so
meters with just an overhead thump.

I was ishing early evening into the night when 
disaster struck. A lump of driftwood caught my 
line and pulled my new rod of the stand on to 
the concrete and three of the guides broke. To 
say I was gutted would be an understatement.

I emailed the Century aftersales department 
and got a reply soon after. As I am now fairly 
local to Century’s headquarters, I was able drop 
of the rod to get replacement guides. Several 
days later the rod was ready for collection. I can 
only say thank you to the Century team for the 
excellent after-sales service.
Peter Thomas, by email

NOT ONLY ANGLERS AT FAULT
In reply to Cllr Russell Cherry (issue 527), I
disagree with how much rubbish is left behind 
by so-called anglers at Tilbury Fort seawall. It 
seems that everyone is quick to blame a certain 
minority of people rather than the majority.

Firstly, I am a regular visitor to the area and, 
yes, there is a certain amount of litter, but no 
more than any other street in Thurrock.

As anglers, we should clear up after ourselves 
but so should everybody else. This leads me to 
the subject of the huge amount of dog mess 
along this stretch. Does Mr Cherry not want to 
upset the dog lovers? I applaud the idea of a 
clean-up, but the council has a duty to supply 
dog bins as well as other bins.

Don’t just pick on anglers. Could I suggest  
that you send a dog warden to this area once  
in a while and catch the culprits.
Grant Ryder, by email

MP SUPPORTS BASS FIGHT
When I heard the news about the introduction 
of the ban retaining bass from January to June 

and the one ish bag limit from July, I wrote to 
Iain Wright, MP for Hartlepool.

Several weeks later I received a letter from him 
stating: "I do think that it is a strange decision to 
allow gillnet ishing of the endangered bass 
species to continue, while telling domestic 
anglers that they are to have a zero-take bag 
until July. This seems completely unfair to me; it 
will stop recreational ishing while, at the same 
time, hugely increase the take of an endangered 
species by commercial ishermen.

“I think the Government's Fisheries Minister 
needs to explain the decision he took at the 
European isheries and open opportunities 
meeting. I would certainly support holding a 
Parliamentary debate on this matter and  
would look to speak in it.

“I would be keen to make representations on 
your behalf, such as writing to the Fisheries 
Minister. Please let me know if you would like me 
to do this. Thank you again for contacting me."

As you can imagine, I wasted no time in 
emailing him back saying yes please. Perhaps 
more anglers should do the same and contact 

Write to: Sea Angler Mailbox, Media House, Lynchwood Business Park, 
Peterborough PE2 6EA. Email: clif.brown@bauermedia.co.uk

MAILBOX

YOUR LETTERS

I am very fortunate to live in Poole, and I 
occasionally enjoy ishing local marks. During a 
visit to Swanage last summer I witnessed an 
event that regularly occurs in this area, where
the sea boils with school bass chasing fry, with
attendant seagulls marking their arrival.

I then watched as holidaymakers hooked the
ish on multiple lure rigs and threw their catch
into buckets and bags to take home or dump.
They were ish of nine inches maximum. These
people are either ignorant of the size rules or
care little about the welfare of ish stocks.

No action was taken when I complained
about this to the local isheries oice.

There should be metal signs on the piers
stating permissible ish sizes and the new
catch limits. I suggest the signs should be at
piers at Lyme Regis, West Bay, Swanage, 
Bournemouth and Lake pier, Hamworthy. This
might at least educate some people on the
importance of these ish growing to maturity
and save quite a few for the future. Fines for
transgressors would fund someone to enforce
these rules, especially at the weekend.
Richard Mosley, by email

STOP THIS BASS MADNESS

Bass are subject to catch and release 
until the end of June, and you can 
only keep one ish a day from July
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their MPs to bring more of them on to our  
side to ight this ridiculous situation that  
we ind ourselves in.
Tony Pinto, Elwick, Hartlepool

Q�The editor says: This matter has since 
been the subject of a backbench debate –  
check out page 108.

TRY FARMING FISH
I have written to both MPs an MEPs to try to 
reverse January's ruling by ishery ministers 
regarding bass quotas for anglers. Dare I  
suggest an innovative alternative idea?

Late last year a commercial bass farm at
Penmon on Anglesey closed. It provided bass  
to restaurants and supermarkets. I am sure it 
could be reopened and instead be used to breed 
and then release juvenile bass to sustain stocks. 

EU funds could be used to do this, and then 
maybe a 10p levy on plugs and spinners to  
help with running costs.
Dave Ellis, by email

MY MIND’S MADE UP
For the last ive years I have concentrated my 
recreational ishing on the pursuit of bass in our 
coastal waters. I have caught a few ish, but only 
one of legal  size for me to take for my supper. 
The rest have all been safely returned to grow 
bigger. However, the EU has now banned me 
(and other recreational ishermen) as I am
apparently endangering stock levels.

I can be ined up to £50,000 if I am caught with 
a bass. However, this ruling does not apply to 
commercial trawlers, who can take 1.3 tonnes of 
bass per month. This amount is only the legal 
size ish that can be taken, as all undersized ish 
are returned to the sea, dead.

I was undecided about the in/out referendum 
on Europe, but not anymore.
Alan Belk, Leatherhead, Surrey

LACK OF LOGIC
The new rule on bass ishing has annoyed me 
because anglers can't take a ish home for six 
months and yet commercial ishing can take 
tons of bass from our seas with only a  
two-month ban. 

Where is the logic in that?
John Peake, by email

MACKEREL MAYHEM
During last year’s mackerel season at the
South Gare, in Redcar, my 12-year-old autistic
son was shocked how some anglers let their
children kill the ish.

He saw them throwing the ish at the seawall,
on the loor and punching them. I taught my son
how to kill a ish humanely and quickly, which is
how I was taught, by an old isherman when I
was a kid. The method is to put my ingers under
its gills and snap its head back. However, I'm not
entirely sure if this is the correct way, but it is
quick for the ish.
Mick Durdan, Redcar, North Yorks

HELPFUL ADVICE
On reading of the retirement of Alan Yates in
Sea Angler 527, I would like to thank him for all
the helpful articles he wrote over the years and,
above all, for all the common sense approach he
put into them.

We shall all miss his weather-beaten face,
which always looked as though he had stood in
the teeth of a North Sea gale for ever when
sleet is in the air. I wish him well.
Malcolm Gardner, Richmond, N Yorks

GREASE VERDICT
I must disagree with kayak angler Mark Crame’s
article on reel maintenance (issue 527).

He appears to plaster everything in grease
with the exception of the drag washers. All that
grease would eventually drip out on a hot day.
Like Mark, I also used to keep all oil and grease
away from the drag washers; how wrong I was.

The Penn reel rebuild website tells you to
grease both sides of the friction washers. If you
don't, every time you get a run against the drag
you will generate friction quickly, turning those
drag washers to toast. I ind Evinrude 
waterproof outboard grease works perfectly.

I still use Penn Squidder 140 reels, which are all
over 50 years old and, in my opinion, the best
surf/beach multiplier ever made. How many
modern reels will still be giving sterling service
in 50 years time?
Bruce Matthews, Worthing, West Sussex

Sponsored by

Opinion difers over the greasing of 
reel parts during maintenance 

WIN £100 WORTH OF 
SUNLINE BRAID, MONO 
AND FLUORO LINES

Sunline, the largest Japanese 
producer of ishing lines, strives to 
develop the thinnest and strongest 
ishing lines. Our winner gets a 
selection from the range:

Q�Sunline Super PE 150m (4 strand): 
Hi-vis green, dark green and light blue.  
Low stretch for sensitivity and extra-tight 
braiding for durability. Special inish reduces 
guide friction. Superior control and response 
when using lures. Very tough when ishing 
rough ground. Knots are easy to tie.

Q�Sunline Super PE8 150m (8 strand): 
Hi-vis orange. Resistant to abrasive 
structures. Sensitive, low-stretch design to 
capture delicate bites. Slick, smooth line 
surface for low guide friction and excellent 
castability. Knots e�ortlessly.

Q�Sunline Momentum 4x4 150m  
(8 strand): High-grade polyethylene and 
high speciic gravity ester mono with amazing 
speciic gravity of 1.05. Less susceptible to the 
e�ect of wind and waves, and better able to 
blend with tide. Trouble-free handling on 
guides. Excellent abrasion resistance.

Q�Sunline Cast Away 150m (8 strand): 
Premium IGFA-rated pearl blue line. Hybrid 
technology balances sti�ness and strength, 
maximising casting distance. Balanced design 
has taken durability and abrasion resistance  
to the next level. Low stretch, ultra-high 
sensitivity, very supple and extremely smooth, 
which helps to decrease guide friction.

Q�Sunline Small Game FC 150m: 
Fluorocarbon mainline with saltwater-
resistant coating. Exceptional abrasion 
protection and low initial stretch. Improved 
resistance against knot breakage and line 
wear. Excellent line-lay.

Q�Sunline Siglon FC 50m: Fluorocarbon 
leader with a saltwater-resistant coating. 
Knots extremely well due to its suppleness. 
Exceptional abrasion protection and low 
initial stretch. Available in 3-44lb.

Q�Prizes courtesy of Nice Fish! Exclusive 
Distributor for Sunline, Major Craft & Seaspin.
Web: nice-ish.com Tel: 01983 869191
Email: info@nice-ish.com



38 SEA ANGLER ISSUE 529

SeaSchool
13 PAGES TO MAKE YOU A BETTER ANGLER

IN THIS 
SECTION

TWO-HOOK PLAICE RIG
Dave Barham shows you his tried and trusted two-hook rig 
for targeting plaice. It’s really simple to tie, and very efective
I LOVE plaice ishing. In fact, I’d go as far as 

to say it’s one of my favourite forms of boat 

ishing during the spring, summer and autumn.

There’s just something about standing there, 

rod in hand, feeling your lead bumping along 

the seabed, and then being rudely interrupted 

by the violent rattles on the rod tip that send 

shockwaves all the way down your arm as a 

plaice grabs hold of your bait.

For me, it doesn’t get much better than that, 

apart from the obvious thrill of catching bass 

on surface lures.

I’ve used this rig for many years, and it has 

caught me some very ine plaice.

HOW IT WORKS

This rig is equally efective when ishing on 

the drift as it is at anchor (yes, you can catch 

plenty of plaice at anchor).

The addition of a second snood above 

the main bait gives extra visual and scent 

attraction. To prevent it tangling, this snood 

is held of slightly from the main snood by 

utilising heat shrink tubing.

You can add an attractor spoon to the main 

snood above the beads if you wish but, over 

the years, I’ve not really found thi  t  k  

much diference when the plaice  

are feeding. The only time I’ve 

noticed a spoon picking up

more ish was when the plaice

are thin on the ground.

Give this one a try, and you’ll be

surprised at how efective it is.

COMPONENTS

Q�1 x size 4 rolling snap swivel

Q�1 x size 5 rolling swivel

Q�1 x crimp swivel

Q�2 x size 1/0 Sakuma Stinger Match hooks

Q�2 x �oat stops

Q�11 x assorted green and black beads

Q�1 x 2in of 3mm heat shrink tube

Q�20lb �uorocarbon

NEW SERIES BETTER BOAT RIGS – PART  2

FINE-WIRE HOOK

The Stinger is a sharp, 

ine-wire hook with a 

small eye and micro barb.

ATTRACTOR BEADS

Use coloured beads 

above the hook and 

trap with a loat stop.

STAND-OFF SNOOD

A piece of shrink tube 

ensures the snood 

stands of main trace.

SINKER SELECTION

A watch lead allows 

the rig to move slowly 

across the seabed.

EASY RIG-MAKING

Using a crimp swivel is 

a quick and easy way 

to add hooklengths. 

VARY THE COLOUR

Make a selection of 

rigs with various bead 

colour combinations. 

SUPER BAIT
Callum Graham 

reveals why you 
need white rag 

Page 40
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CASTING
John Holden 

explains the fast 
track to distance 

Page 42

Q&A
Shore and boat 

advice from 
our experts 

Page 44

CART BAIT
Easy guide to 
making a top 

cod bait  
Page 52

1

4

7 8

2

5

9 10

3

6

TYING THE RIG...

Thread a size 4 rolling snap swivel on your 
mainline or leader, followed by a bead.

Thread a crimp swivel on the hooklength 
and crimp about 10in below the swivel.

Next, thread on a loat stop, followed by 
2in length of 3mm heat shrink tube.

Slide the loat stop down to trap the beads. 
You can do this after you have baited up.

Tie the snood to the crimp swivel. Slide 
shrink tube over knot and barrel of swivel.

Secure the shrink tube by holding it over a 
boiling kettle until it has shrunk tight.

The two-hook plaice rig is a proven  
ish-taker for our writer Dave Barham

Tie a size 5 swivel to mainline/leader to 
trap the snap link swivel and bead.

Tie a size 1/0 Stinger Match hook to the end 
of an 8in length of 20lb luorocarbon.

Tie a 24in length of 20lb luorocarbon to the 
other end of the size 5 rolling swivel.

Now thread on a sequence of beads. I 
prefer green, black, green, black, green.

11. To inish the rig, 
slide a loat stop and bead 

sequence on the end of the 
20lb luorocarbon trace  
and tie the second size 
1/0 Stinger Match hook 

on the end.
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TIPS FROM ENGLAND YOUTH STAR
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T
HERE is one bait that I never go to

the beach without, particularly in

the winter to spring period. If you

turned up to a competition on my

local beaches without them, you 

may as well hand your money over and head 

home, they really are that good.

You might have guessed it, but this bait is 

white rag. Commonly known as whites, these 

little worms have the same appeal to ish as a 

big juicy steak to us; they can’t resist them.

Almost all of your predominantly winter 

species go crazy for them, but I’ll leave them 

alone during the summer because I don’t ind 

they make a great deal of diference.

Baiting up with these worms can be a bit 

iddly for a couple of reasons. Firstly, when 

you pick them up they wriggle. Trying to 

thread them around the bend of a hook can be 

a real pain. Threading them on a wet baiting 

needle is far easier, time saving and it stops 

you from ruining worms.

Secondly, whites have a very tough tongue, 

and when threading them around the eye of 

the hook, it can get caught and burst out the 

skin, rendering the worm useless. However, 

If you give the head of the worm a quick

squeeze before you bait them up, then the 

tongue should pop out; snip this of and you 

won’t run the risk of wasting bait.

BAITING CHOICES

Once you’ve got the hang of handling these 

little wrigglers, there are a lots of ways to  

ish these baits. I have a few favourites,

starting with my winter match-ishing classic 

– lug tipped with whites.

Firstly, I slide a lugworm up around the bend 

of the hook and over the eye. If I’m using 

black lug, I prefer to use a small amount of 

elastic to bind the lug in place. Once I’ve done 

that, using a baiting needle, I thread a white 

on the hook, breaking of any tail that is left 

dangling. This bait is a brilliant all-rounder for 

open beach ishing in winter. By using larger 

or multiple lugworms, this bait can also be 

very efective for bass.

Another one of my favourites is double 

whites. Simply thread two whites on the hook 

using a baiting needle. You can break of any 

remaining tail to reduce the chance of ish 

getting a free snack. A neat and streamlined 

bait, it is brilliant for distance ishing.

My last, and probably favourite, way to use 

whites is by tipping them of with harbour 

rag. This is the ultimate ish-attracting bait 

and my favourite for open-water �ounders. 

Anyone who has used harbour rag will know 

how tantalising this bait will seem to ish. For 

those of you who haven’t, it’s like getting that 

big juicy steak and serving it with a side of 

lobster – impossible to turn down.

Again, as with the previous baits, I load the 

white on my hook using a baiting needle. 

Once up the line, I tip of the worm with four 

nice-size harbour rag, threading a third of the 

worm on the hook, leaving tails to dangle. If I 

want to cast this bait any distance, I’ll snip the 

dangling tails in half, but not fully of.

Whites aren’t the easiest worm to get hold 

of, you’ll probably ind your local tackle shop 

will only get them in to order. It might be 

worth asking if they know where you can dig 

them; they only live just under the surface of 

the sand, so digging whites isn’t too tiring.

When you start of using whites, you may 

ind a longer shank hook pattern, like the 

Kamasan B940M Sabpolo, simpler to bait up 

with; I prefer to use Sabpolo wormers. 

Make sure you tie on your hooks with a 

grinner knot, or similar, so the tag end points 

away from the hook, because if the tag end 

protrudes from the side of the knot, it can catch 

the worm and make baiting up a real pain.

Words: Callum Graham Pictures: Lloyd Rogers & Mike Dobson

Learn how and when to use 
a ragworm wonder bait

SUPER
WHITES!

Many species go crazy 
for white ragworms

Double white – it’s worth 
breaking o� the tail

The classic lug 
tipped with whites 

White ragworms 
– more commonly 
known as whites
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  HOW TO BAIT UP WITH WRIGGLY WHITES

Tippingwhiteso�
with harbour rag is

probably my favourite

Choose a large 
spring tide if 

you intend to 
collect your 

own white rag

Give the head of the worm a
squeeze so the tongue pops
out and you can snip this o�

Now thread one worm on
a baiting needle and then
follow with another one

Put the hook point into the 
top of the needle and you’re
ready to thread the worms

Push the worms up the
needle and over the bend of
the hook on to the snood

Push the irst worm up the
snood and follow up with
the next white ragworm

The inished bait with two 
white rag on the hood snood
– trim o� any dangling tail

1 2 3

4 5 6

Check out the

complete range

of Veret rods

in store

Full range

of samples 

available,

call now to book 

a test day

01202 480520

Hand made 
in Italy
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IMPROVE YOUR CASTING SKILLS

Words by John Holden

FAST TRACK 
TO SUCCESS

Is your casting like a bad break-dancing version of Swan Lake?

KEY STEPS IN CASTING - PART 2

N
INE times out of ten I can have a 

complete beginner casting a long 

way within an hour, sometimes in 

minutes. Any competent instructor 

can do the same. 

Success is quick because we’re starting with 

a clean sheet: no bad habits to break, no wrong 

ideas about methods and tackle to be corrected.

Basic instruction is simply a matter of saying 

“Set up like this, aim there, now do this.” And 

away goes the cast, long and straight. I am not 

exaggerating; it really is that quick and easy.

A isherman who has struggled for years is 

an entirely diferent challenge. His head may 

be stufed with casting theory, tackle reviews, 

conlicting opinions gleaned from websites, all 

topped of with advice from misguided mates 

who can’t cast either. 

These days, his chances are likely to be  

further crushed by a mighty rod and hyper-

tuned reel. It’s an endless list of woes. And then 

comes the silent assassin: muscle memory.

CLEAR YOUR HEAD
If I owned the mind-erasing gadget that Men in 

Black use, everybody would cast beautifully in 

no time at all. As it is, lessons usually start with 

hacking back the mental undergrowth.

There are many, many reasons for casting 

poorly, but the most common error is that the 

student is not doing what he thinks he is doing. 

For instance, he thinks he uses a pendulum 

style copied from…insert name of famous caster.  

What he’s actually doing is the equivalent of a 

bad break-dancing version of Swan Lake.

Mistakes like this are easy to make, not least 

because words, photos and even videos are, 

at best, a haphazard way to get the necessary 

information across. They certainly help a lot of 

people, but thousands of would-be casters fall 

through the net, often because of one basic 

misconception. For absolute clarity, nothing 

beats face-to-face teaching.

WHEN RIGHT FEELS WRONG
In the quest for better results, it is vital to

understand that as soon as you start learning

a proper method, right instantly feels wrong.

Dreadfully wrong; the end of the world, even.

This is muscle memory kicking in.

Do something often enough – bad casting

for many years – and it becomes ingrained,

automatic and it feels right. The moment you

start moving your rod correctly, this powerful

memory gives out an error warning – hence,

what is right feels wrong. Which is another 

way of saying that bad habits die hard. 

Casting speed and force are a classic  

example. It can be a tough challenge to slow 

down and use less efort, which is often a 

major key to improvement.

Get someone you trust to point out the errors 

and to encourage you to keep doing it the 

‘wrong’ way until new muscle memories form.

Coaching keeps you on the right track when, 

otherwise, you might give up or drift back into 

those old bad habits without realising it.�Q

Next time: What to look for in a teacher.

SEND YOUR CASTING QUESTIONS
If you have a question you want to ask  

our casting expert John Holden, you can 

send it by email to the editor:  

clif.brown@bauermedia.co.uk.

Tag your email as Casting Question in  

the subject line, and please remember to 

include your name and address.

Coaching from a 
proper instructor 

works wonders
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Tel: 0141 212 8880     
e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com
www.fishingmegastore.com

Glasgow Angling 

Centre

Unit 1, The Point 

Retail Park

29 Saracen Street

Glasgow G22 5HT
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With their ultra light casting weights, 

gorgeous fast action and super sensitive 

tip, the Rockfish rods deliver fantastic 

sport against a range of inshore species, 

even down to the tiniest specimens.
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L so i i e o a is e ua y a o e is i ji ea s a so
plastics, metals or drop shot.

L: A solid tipped rod with a bit more “poke” than the UL, ideal for slightly
heavier work and when a bit more range is necessary.

ML: A solid tipped rod designed for Hard rock fishing. The main use of
this rod is for fishing soft plastic baits off the rocks for Wrasse and Pollock.
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Purpose built for the ever expanding LRF scene, the Gekkabijin
rod range from Daiwa comes straight from their design
houses in Japan, international home of Light Rock Fishing.

The 3 rods in the range all feature high quality 2 piece carbon
blanks, and come equipped with Fuji K guides, a scratch
designed reel seat that keeps the reel closer to the hand, and
Split Grips for improved handling.
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• Shielded stainless steel bearings
• M-Compact XGT-7 Frame
• Diecast/X-Ship Gear
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Rockfish Ultrabraid from
HTO is ideal for your LRF
and HRF set ups. Rockfish
Ultrabraid is available in a
choice of breaking strains,
100m per spool.
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Highly sought after by bass pros 
in the States, Trilene Fluorocarbon 
is pound for pound among the 
strongest monofilament lines on
the market.
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These supremely versatile worms are available in a range of colours and
sizes, with their extremely lifelike bodies and action proving irresistible
fished in a range of methods, from simple bait rigs, to fished with fine
jigheads, to even being fished ‘wacky’ style hook in the middle.

Only

£5.99
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HTO continue their trend of bringing top 
quality, purpose designed LRF tackle to
the masses with their Light Game Heads.
5 jigs per pack.
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The Pocket In is a
lightweight, discreet,
convenient box of
tricks to enable you to
scale down and take
your fishing anywhere.
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These mobile, realistic crab baits for
Marukyu are great for a wide range o
fresh and saltwater species and come
loaded with Marukyu’s signature
range of flavours and additives,
making them absolutely irresistible!
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These saltwater sandworms bleed scent like a blood trail,
attracting more fish from greater ranges and triggers them to
feed instantly. The right colours, the tight texture and the right
flavour make these Gulp! Sandworms every angler’s first choice.
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A unique Android and iOS compatible 
wi fi fishfinder. Works with up to 5 
devices at once!
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Waterproof to at least 10
charged, it has four hours
recording at 720p 30
frames per sec.
• Underwater camera

speciically designed
for ishing
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With its ergonomic design, extra large 
bail arm, easy-grip EVA foam handle, 
and buckets of stopping power, the 
saltwater-resistant Rapid Bass FD 
delivers power and performance.

Only

£119.99

Only

£129.99
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The little brother to the
Luregame Reel range,
and delivers a fantastic
quality fixed spool reel,
purpose built to handle
modern LRF methods.
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The Rockfish Rover is the rod for the LRFer on the 
move! The ROver features a crisp, responsive 4/5pc 
carbon blank with a reliable reel seat, high quality EVA 
handles and fully lined guides.
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By using ultra thin materials the 
J-Braid is super soft and smooth,
which you will instantly notice
when you feel it.
Made in Japan.
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Daiwa’s Prisoner 2 
is a superb range
of small jigs, great
for casting or 
vertical fishing 
and ideal for LRF.

RRP:£6.99

£2.25

3 brilliant colors, 8 pcs each and 2 micro jig heads, 2
models of worms one straight and one curved
giving you the choice and perfect presentation for
your favourite LRF species! Scented!

Now only

 £3.99

RRP: 4.4
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Kitting you out with a host of little lures to 
target a range of fresh and saltwater species.
• 10 Slug tails - 2 each of 5 colours
• 10 Paddle tails - 2 each of 5 colours
• 5 Sandeel Jigheads - 1 each of 5 colours

69�����
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£8.99
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If it’s freshwater or light inshore applications, 

these rods offer the right powers and 

actions to land your favourite species on any 

lake, river, stream or coastal estuary.
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•  One Way Clutch
•  Carbon machined cut handle
•  Cork handle knob
• Hi-intensity graphite body
• Forged aluminium spool
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Sandworms
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Lugworms
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Only

£50.00

RRP: 2.1

• Tronix Pro Rockfish LRF 7ft 6” 3-12g Rod

• Okuma Safina RD SNR-30MS Reel

• Plus much, much more!
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Q: When after wrasse from 
rocks, does it matter what 
state of tide it is, as they 
stay close to weed beds?
ADAM GALEA, IRELAND

PF says: You are correct that wrasse tend 

to hug kelp and weed close to the rocks, 

but I guess it all depends how deep the 

water is where you ish? 

As long as it doesn’t go too shallow or 

even empty, then I reckon it’s a safe bet to 

presume wrasse will stay around. 

I’ve always had more success on a 

looding tide, but you never know, not all 

marks ish the same.

Q: I ‘ve been sea ishing 
for seven months and 
decided to try and collect 
my own worms with a bait 
pump. Should I gut them 
immediately, and why?
PHILIP BROWN, BY EMAIL

PF says: Bait collectors generally gut 

black lug immediately because they are 

easier to store and last longer. Wrap them 

individually in newspaper and in groups of 

10, then keep them in the fridge ready for 

your session. These are called ‘wraps’ and 

will still maintain some life for a few days.

When you put one on the hook, slap it on 

the top of your tackle box irst and watch 

as it tightens, rather like a stick of liquorice.

They can even be frozen if you don’t use 

them, and when they start to deteriorate 

and go sticky, they are the perfect bait  

to catch dabs.

Q: I caught my irst bull huss 
last year at 4lb on a clean 
venue. What are the best rigs  
and bait to target larger ones?
RONNIE ARCHIBALD, LONDONDERRY, N IRELAND

PF says: Large bull huss are incredible ish to 

catch, and tactics aren’t that di�cult. Look for 

a venue that has deep water, with preferably 

a bit of mixed ground like rocks, weed and a 

decent tide run.

A clipped single-hook pulley rig is perfect, 

and ish baits like mackerel, Bluey, sandeel, and 

particularly squid, are best. 

When handling a huss, never hold it aloft by 

it’s tail. Instead, try and support its belly with 

one hand and lift the tail with the other. This 

prevents any internal damage and the ish 

should swim away strongly upon release.

Q&A The Portsmouth-based duo ish
ultra-light from shore and boat. They’ll
provide answers on light rock ishing (LRF), 
the go-anywhere tactic where size of ish 
is secondary to the fun of catching them.

ADAM KIRBY & DAN SISSONS

> ASK THE EXPERTS >                             

Sea School
OUR EXPERTS SOLVE YOUR FISHING PROBLEMS 

Q: Why are we still using 
lead weights in sea ishing? 
Coarse anglers have 
virtually eliminated the 
use of lead for weights that 
are less toxic and safer.
PETER BOTT, WEDNESBURY, WEST MIDLANDS

PF says: Lead is managed in coarse ishing 

for the protection of wildlife and wildfowl, 

and you can only use lead if it’s 0.06g or less, 

or weighs more than 28.35g. This means 

lead shot weights from size 14 to 8 and lead 

weights over 1oz can be used.

We tend to use larger weights in sea ishing 

that don’t pose too much of a hazard to 

wildlife. There was a trial sinker made from 

another metal on the market a few years 

back, but it didn’t catch on.
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Q: I’m confused about how 
to rig a lure on a dropshot 
rig. It’s hard to thread the 
lure on the short dropshot 
hooks, and it doesn’t sit 
straight on the hook. 
What am I doing wrong?
WILL RAYNER, WOODBRIDGE, SUFFOLK

AK & DS say:  It sounds like you are 

rigging the lure in the same way you 

would thread a ragworm on to a hook.

With the short-shank, dropshot-style 

hooks, just nip the lure on the head end. 

So rather than threading the hook up the 

centre of the lure, you’re going in one side 

and out the other. Try to accomplish this 

extremely close to the end of the lure, 

otherwise the lure will ill the hook gape 

and hooking rates will be reduced. Always 

make sure the hook point is clear.

Q: Can I use a multiplier reel 
that is itted with a level-
wind for beach casting or 
will it reduce my distance?
TERRY CLARKE, LLANTRISANT, RHONDDA 

PF says: Multipliers equipped with a level-

wind are good for anglers ishing a�oat or who 

struggle with levelling the line manually. 

The main trouble is the shockleader knot can 

become trapped in it when casting, resulting in 

disastrous consequences. 

With practice, it becomes easier to level the 

line with your thumb until you eventually do it 

automatically without thinking.

Sea Angler’s features
and tackle editor
Paul Fenech is here 
to solve your shore 
angling problems.

Based in Newport,
South Wales, our
contributing editor 
Dave answers boat 
ishing questions.

Galway-based Gary
gets a thrill from
ishing aloat on a 
kayak. Send him your 
kayaking problems.

Angler and photo-
journalist Henry,
based in Cornwall, 
will answer questions 
on lure angling.

PAUL FENECH DAVE LEWIS GARY ROBINSON HENRY GILBEY

                     

WIN TRONIXPRO 
TACKLE WORTH 
OVER £100!

Each month we’ll select a winning 
question from each of the shore/LRF, 
boat/kayak and lure questions.  
Three lucky readers will get great 
gear prizes from sponsors Tronixpro.

HOW TO ASK 
A QUESTION

Q�Q&A, Sea Angler, 
Media House, 
Lynchwood Business Park, 
Peterborough PE2 6EA

Q�clif.brown@ 
bauermedia.co.uk

Q�www.facebook.com/
seaanglermag

Q BEACH: 
Tronixpro 
Centurion Rod, 
worth £149.99.

Q�LURE: HTO Rockish Revolution ML 
7-28g, HTO Lure Game 3000 reel and 
HTO Lure Game 20lb Braid, worth a 
total of £121.97.

Q�BOAT: 
Tronixpro Envoy 
Wave reel, 
Tronixpro seat 
box, Tronixpo 
Boatpro rig 
selection, 
worth a total of 
£109.88.
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Sea School
OUR EXPERTS SOLVE YOUR FISHING PROBLEMS 

Q&A
> SHORE FISHING >

Q: My local harbour has a
gate that opens and closes
regularly. Will there be
any ish in there to catch?
CIAN DEANE, MOYCULLEN, CO GALWAY

PF says: The gate you speak of is to

control boat traic in and out of the

harbour. I think there probably will be ish

in there as they will certainly enter when

the gate is open – and leave too.

Species like lounder, eels, whiting or

mullet could be resident, and don’t rule out

many LRF species to target also.

Q: Will I lose anything if I
replace the treble hooks on
my metal jigs with singles?
STEVEN PALMER, BLANDFORD FORUM, DORSET

AK & DS say: We believe that a small,

single-assist hook or, better still, a pair of

assists, will out-perform a treble hook.

It may be because ish with smaller mouths

ind it easier to take the assist hook. If you ish a

pair of single assists, arrange them so the hook

points face each other. This method is deadly.

Singles also allow you to consider rigging

the hook at the top of the lure, instead of the

bottom. There can be advantages to this when

ishing snaggy ground because you’ll feel

the lure touch down a split second before the

hooks do, therefore allowing you to avoid the

risk of an expensive snag.

Q: I’ve recently purchased a
bait pump, but I don’t seem
to get any worms, perhaps
a tail if I’m lucky. Where am
I going wrong?
GARY GARMAN, HORSHAM, WEST SUSSEX

PF says: You’re certainly not alone Gary,

because I’m rubbish at using a lug pump too.

To be fair, the bait collectors who are

successful have had a lot of practice and

have mastered it brilliantly.

I often found I had more success when I

positioned the pump slightly behind the cast,

then pushed it in at an angle. As the tube of

the pump enters the sand, pull the plunger

upwards so it all happens simultaneously.

Black lug are rather quick, so it may take a

couple of attempts.

If you’re continuously only getting tails, go

deeper but, overall, practice will certainly help.

Perhaps ask another collector at your low-

water venue to show you his technique and,

hopefully, he’ll give you a demo.

Q: What are the major 
diferences between a solid 
and a tubular tipped LRF rod?
CIAN DEANE, BY EMAIL

AK & DS say: A tubular tip rod has a tip 

made from a single, tapered tube of carbon. 

A solid tip rod is predominantly the same 

as the tubular tip, but with a solid section 

of either carbon or glass composite, spliced 

into the tip. This makes the action faster and 

extremely lexible at the tip. Think of the 

solid tip as an elastic section that allows a 

ish to take hold of the lure without feeling 

resistance, resulting in more ish hooked.

A good-quality tubular tip rod o�ers the 

ultimate in sensitivity and control. As a 

single piece of carbon, it transfers more feel 

to your hand. Likewise, more of the action 

you make will be transferred to the lure, 

allowing greater control and movement. Each 

type of rod has its merits. The only way to 

work out which you prefer, is to try them.

Q: I’ve heard there are lots 
of herring being caught 
locally by the bait anglers. 
How would you target 
them with LRF gear?
NEIL MASTERS, PLYMOUTH, DEVON

AK & DS say: Herring ill the gap that the 

mackerel leave after the summer. Herring 

are ferocious eaters, and because of their 

often vast numbers will compete with one 

another for food. Expect lots of action if 

you locate a shoal.

Fish for them as you would for mackerel. 

You will need to ish the water column 

to ind these pelagic ish, so don’t keep 

your lure near the bottom unnecessarily. 

Paddletails and other small soft plastics will 

work if you can reach the ish.

If the herring are further out, it might 

be better to target them with metal jigs. 

Another rig that is great for presenting a 

small lure at distance is the Caro rig, but 

specialist items of tackle are required.
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Q: I have heard some horror 
stories of anglers being 
washed of rocks by large 
waves and drowning.  
Would you recommend 
wearing a lifejacket?
BARRY DIAPER, STOWMARKET, SUFFOLK

PF says: There have been lots of tragedies  

in ishing over the years, especially anglers 

being washed o� rocks. 

It certainly wouldn’t do any harm to wear a 

lifejacket when doing any activity near water.

Q: What hooks do I need
for dropshotting?
JOHN LAMBERT, SEVENOAKS, KENT

AK & DS say: There are three main  

hook styles used for dropshotting. The

typical dropshot hook has a short shank,

a wide gape and sometimes features a 

turned-out eye. Use this style to lightly

hook a lure at the end, or ‘wacky’  

(in the middle) for maximum action.

Our preferred choice is the use of an 

Aberdeen-style hook. Less action is 

generated, but your hook point is located

more centrally and, consequently, the 

hook-up rate can be better.

Lastly, you can ish a weedless dropshot

rig by using an o�set hook, which is 

perfect for heavy cover and tall weed.

Q: Can I pendulum cast  
with a long Continental rod 
when using braid?
BEN WALLBRIDGE, BY EMAIL

PF says: A simple answer is no, but I’ll explain. 

The whole point of using Continental tactics 

is to ish much more delicately using lighter 

mainlines when conditions are generally 

shallow and clear. To be honest, you can still 

achieve good distances with a simple overhead 

thump with one of these rods, but they are 

certainly not designed for power casting. 

The Sonik Gravity Surf rods have a lot more 

grunt and can take a much harder cast. If you 

still feel the need to power cast, go for a beach 

rod that is designed to do it.

               

 

 

 

  

  

 

Q: I want to start making 
my own rigs rather than 
buying ready-tied ones. 
Should I use knots or 
crimps for best results?
JOE HOWARD, HASTINGS, EAST SUSSEX

PF says: It’s a great feeling when you 

catch a ish on a rig that you tied yourself. 

As well as saving you cash, you feel a  

huge amount of satisfaction that your 

e�orts are working.

Your question is an interesting one as  

I use both knots and crimps together on a 

lot of the rigs I tie myself.

Some argue that knots are safer than 

crimps and, to an extent, they are quite 

correct. But, if used correctly, crimps are 

equally as safe.

The important thing to remember is not 

to squash the crimp on to the mono, which 

can drastically reduce the breaking strain, 

making it extremely dangerous. 

Instead, use a proper pair of crimping 

pliers and just slightly nip it enough so the

mono can’t move.

Q: I’m using LRF to catch 
loads of little ish that I’ve 
never caught before. Can 
you recommend a book to 
identify the species when 
I’m out ishing?
KEITH TALBOT, RUNCORN, CHESHIRE

A AK & DS say: A big part of LRF is 

catching and identifying new species. 

We recommend the Collins Gem series of 

pocket-sized books; there is one entitled 

‘Fresh and Saltwater Fish’.

However, if you have an iPhone or  

an Android phone, try the app called  

‘What Fish UK’. It even has a dedicated  

mini species section for helping you work 

out those tricky gobies.

1 STAR 1 
QUESTION
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Q&A
> ANGLING AFLOAT >

Q: I would be very nervous
about heading out alone 
in a kayak. Are there clubs
that I can join to ind  
other paddlers?
PHIL NAYLOR, ST AUSTELL, CORNWALL

GR says: With the sport still being 

relatively new, the growth in clubs and rise

in popularity should mean that there are

other kayak anglers in close proximity.

Try local tackle shops or some of the

message boards online to make inquiries.

It is quite possible to ind another angler

with the same concerns, and there is

certainly safety in numbers.

Some of the groups online often organise

meets and events, and some of these may

also be well worth attending. Try searching

for Anglers Aloat.

Q: With all this stormy 
weather, the water has  
been coloured, so is there
any point in using lures?
STEVEN PALMER, ASHFORD, KENT

GR says: You can, but they are going to be 

limited in their success due to the reduced 

visibility in the water, so try bait instead.

When the water is too coloured for decent 

visibility, ish revert to using other senses to 

ind food. Big, smelly baits (above) can work 

well. Adding glass beads or copper blades for 

noise and vibration can also work well. Take a 

look at the prevailing water conditions, assess 

how the ish will be hunting in these conditions, 

and choose an appropriate bait presentation.

  

  

 

 

 

 

 

Q: What are casting jigs and 
what are they used for?
DON WRIGHT, MANSFIELD, NOTTS

DL says: Casting jigs are small metal jigs 

typically weighing between 20-80g.  

They are designed to be cast using  

fast-action spinning rods, usually in 

conjunction with braid.

They cast like bullets, so are ideal when a 

long cast is necessary, and cast well even 

in windy conditions. They can be ished at 

all depths, though are ideal when ishing 

very deep water due to their fast sink rate.

Casting jigs are very e�ective for catching 

pollack, coalish, bass, cod, mackerel and 

many more.
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Q: There is a small crack in
the hull of my kayak. What
should I do to ix it?
ELLIOTT DALTON, EASTLEIGH, HANTS

GR says: I would recommend taking it to a 

kayak dealer, which ofers a repair service and 

get their professional opinion on it. Cracks in 

the hull can be mended if the damage is not 

too severe, but the hull will never regain its 

original strength.

It may be a case that the kayak is beyond 

repair and a professional will be best suited 

to judge this. If you are ishing over shallow 

rough ground and the kayak is coming into 

contact with a lot of rocks then check the hull 

after every trip.

If there is more than a small amount of water 

in the hull then you have a problem.

Q: What is the law 
regarding carrying  
a illeting knife  
when ishing?
ANDY MCDONALD, FORT WILLIAM, HIGHLAND

DL says: Section 139 of the Criminal 

Justice Act 1988 states that: “It is an 

ofence for any person, without lawful 

authority or good reason, to have with 

him or her in a public place, any article 

which has a blade, or is sharply pointed, 

except a folding pocket knife which has 

a cutting edge to its blade not exceeding 

three inches.

Clearly, this applies to illeting knives, 

which should only ever be carried on the 

way to and back from a ishing trip. 

Leaving a knife in a tackle box in your

car in between trips, for example, would

be illegal, as is carrying a knife on your

person, other than when you are ishing.

Stopping at a shop while carrying a  

knife is illegal.

Q: A friend recently told 
me that ratchet straps are 
really bad for transporting 
kayaks. Why is this?
SHEM ROWLANDS, FAVERSHAM, KENT

GR says: Your friend is right. The trouble 

with ratchet straps is they are very easy 

to overtighten. This can warp kayaks and, 

in some of the inferior boats, has resulted 

in leakage points where too much water 

makes its way into the hull.

Too much tension on the plastic has to 

be avoided, and a far better option for 

attaching a kayak to roof bars is to use cam 

straps. These can only be tightened by 

hand, and it is far more di�cult to distort 

your kayak’s shape when you use this 

type of strap as opposed to the ratchets.

       

 

 

Q: Can boat or kayak ishing 
be as exciting as shore 
ishing? If so, what kind of 
planning do you put into it? 
NEIL ENGLISH, BY EMAIL

DL Says: Most deinitely, yes. Indeed, I would 

say that in some ways ishing aloat can be 

even more exciting and challenging than from 

the shore. For example, once aloat, you have to 

locate marks that invariably are not uncovered 

by the tide, be able to safely navigate to and 

from the areas you ish, and certainly there is 

an even greater need to calculate and consider 

the efects of the tides and weather.

Take a look at Dave Barham’s new series on 

boat ishing, starting on page 62.

1 STAR 1 
QUESTION

Q: What is the best way  
of keeping bait fresh  
on a kayak?
DAN EDWARDS, KEYNSHAM, SOMERSET

GR says: In the winter it’s 

easy – just keep your bait 

in small tubs within reach.

The air temperature will

keep it cool enough.

When things warm up,

the best option is to carry

small coolbags or sealed

containers with ice

packs in them.

A small, cheap food lask

(right) is great for baits like

sandeel and squid, and

will keep the bait frozen

until needed.
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Q: What’s the best grip on 
a pair of wading boots?
ANDREW EVISON, CREWE, CHESHIRE

HG says: Give me rubber soles with 

decent metal studs screwed into them 

any day of the week. Indeed, I so wish

that for all those years when I was using

hiking boots for my rock ishing that I

had discovered wading studs. 

Sure, they will wear down over time if

you ish mainly o� rocks, but the extra

grip that metal studs in rubber soles give

you is more than worth it.

Remember, though, be careful with

that extra conidence, and don’t do what

I have done a few times and fall right in

because I got overconident. 

Some surfaces are slippery, no matter

what grips you use.

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

Q: How can you use a long
leader for bass ishing
when the rings on a lure
rod are usually so small?
PAUL BARTON, PRESTON, LANCS

HG says: I don’t tend to use a very long 

leader for my bass ishing, although 

you might want to. I like a longer leader 

on some of the very shallow and rocky 

marks; I love ishing with braid, and I 

like the bit of protection that I believe a 

leader can give. 

More regular leader knots will tend 

to catch in your rod rings if you use a 

longer leader, and it wasn’t until I came 

across the incredibly clever, strong and 

slim-proiled FG knot that I was able to 

use long leaders without any worries 

at all. It is, without doubt, the best 

connection between braid and leader 

that I have ever seen, and it makes 

perfect sense to me. 

As a lure angler, you owe it to yourself 

to learn how to tie it.

Q: My ishing spot is a 
shallow, coloured-water, 
North Norfolk pebble beach. 
Should I use a soft lure like a 
weedless set-up across the 
bottom of the pebbles, or a 
top surface rigid lure that 
rattles with the bearings 
inside to attract the ish?
MARTIN WILDE, BY EMAIL

HG says: I actually tend to avoid really 

coloured water, but then perhaps we are a bit 

spoilt down here in the west country with our  

water clarity. 

I like your thinking, if that helps – a soft 

plastic bumped along the bottom can be a 

lethal method. 

Have a look at bright-coloured lures, and also 

think about using plastics that either have a 

rattle in them, or else put one in yourself. 

As for surface lures, I would think they have 

to be worth a go, but also consider lure ishing 

at night on your local beaches.
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Q: Is it worth thinking 
about 10ft-plus lure rods 
for bass ishing?
SIMON TURNER, BY EMAIL

HG says: I am more than comfortable 

using good 9ft 6in lure rods these days 

that tend to be designed for the Japanese 

(sea) bass market. I have used a couple of 

10ft-plus bass lure rods, but they are that 

bit too long for me and how I tend to ish. 

Don’t get me wrong, there are some 

amazing lure rods out there that don’t feel 

nearly as long as they actually are. But 

working surface lures, especially on  

10ft-plus rods, gets my wrist feeling 

pretty knackered after a while.

A big lure in big seas, however, is a 

di�erent story, and I understand why 

some anglers would use the longer  

rods for this.

Q: Why does a lure like the 
senko, which seems to do 
so little in the water, work 
so well for bass?
JEZ MORTIMER, COLCHESTER, ESSEX

HG says: I love all manner of hard lures 

that do all manner of di�erent things in 

the water. A number of soft plastics give 

o� plenty of movement and vibration 

in the water – but the plain, old-looking 

senko looks like it does essentially 

nothing. So why do bass love it?

Well, the more time I spend lure ishing 

for bass, the more I am led to believe that 

there are plenty of occasions when bass 

simply don’t want to smash lures that do  

a huge amount. 

This is where a senko comes in. Straight, 

pretty boring looking, but some of them 

do actually cast surprisingly well. You 

can, in fact, work them in a number of 

di�erent ways – but I come back, though, 

to a simple and slow straight retrieve with 

a senko. Sure, it looks pretty boring but, 

wow, do bass love these things.

               

 

  

 

 

 

  

 

Q: Does it worry you at all 
that a lure clip might  
prevent certain lures from 
moving properly?
IAIN MCMILLAN, TIVERTON, DEVON

HG says: I’d say a resounding ‘yes’ with some 

of the lure clips out there.

I like using quality lure clips because I don’t 

particularly like re-tying all the time when I 

change lures. 

However, many lure clips are either too 

large, or otherwise might impede a natural 

movement on some of the soft plastics, 

especially those rigged on weedless hooks. 

Over time, and after using a lot of di�erent

lure clips, I have settled for two particular 

clips that I trust implicitly for all the hard and

soft lures I might use for my bass ishing – the

Delalande Agrafe Rapide in the 35lb size and,

more recently, the quite brilliant Breakaway

Mini Link lure clip. 

Neither clip is very expensive. Indeed, you

should not be losing many at all if you use 

them for bass ishing, but both work perfectly,

and I have yet to have either clip let me  

down in any way. 

Allow me to use just the one clip, and I think 

I will go for the Breakaway Mini Link lure clip. 
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A simple method of presenting a wonder cod bait
CART SAUSAGE
HOW TO MAKE A

Words and photography by Dave Barham

I
F you live in the North East of the UK 

you’ll be no stranger to cart. It is basically 

the innards of the female edible crab 

(known as coral), all mashed together 

and frozen into sticks or blocks.

Now it is becoming a more popular bait all 

around the UK, and is equally efective aloat 

as it is from the shore.

Cart is usually stored by wrapping it in

clingilm, and unless you use it straight from 

frozen, it just ends up as a ball of mush.

Here’s a rather clever way of presenting it, 

using a neat little idea that I adapted from 

a method used by some Continental carp 

anglers. Give it a try.

Arma Mesh is a nylon net stocking that was 
designed to present carp baits. It’s brilliant 
for presenting mushy sea baits too.

While gripping the funnel in one hand, use 
the other hand to push the cart into the 
end of the funnel.

Once you’ve pushed the cart into the 
mesh, tie a knot at the top to form your 
‘cart sausage’ bait.

Here’s some cart wrapped in cling�lm. 
When it has partially defrosted, remove 
the cling�lm and bin it.

Now insert the plunger into the end of  
the funnel and begin to push the cart 
down the tube.

Cut mesh close above the knot with 
scissors, and tie another knot in the end of 
the mesh on the tube for your next bait.

In the Arma Mesh tube, you’ll �nd a funnel 
with the mesh over it, and a plunger. Start 
by tying a knot in the bottom of the mesh.

The tube is tapered so it gets narrower 
towards the end. This helps compact the 
gooey mess into a tight package.

It’s easy to hook. Pass the hook point once 
through the end of the mesh sausage. 
Look at those juices – it’s a cod banquet!
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Big bass aren’t hard to catch...as long as you
understand that every bass wears a watch
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22 pages of advice, 
tips and tactics for 

the angler a�oat

Words by Jim O’Donnell
Photography by Paul Fenech

S
ome species are more predictable 

than others. Generally, when you 
find a pattern - a certain mark, 
depth, terrain and lure – it often 
becomes a trend that will last the 

whole tide or day, and can sometimes be 
repeated for several days.

Yet big bass can change their preferences 
daily, even hourly, and sometimes even 
during the hour. This is the challenge and 
the reason why bass anglers fish for them.

Some fish can be easier to catch if we 
consider their moods in terms of human 
behaviour. Bigger fish from more intelligent 
species, like bass, are certainly easier to  
catch when you realise that they have a  
clock – and they can tell the time. They 
sleep, work, eat breakfast, lunch and dinner 
and like to chill out.

Tide is the timepiece of the bass, but you 
need to understand two rules:

Rule 1 – you cannot catch bass that are 
asleep. There are times when you know they 
are there, but you’re not catching. They are 
probably full up and not interested in eating 
any more. Just like us, they are partial to a 
good snooze after a good feed too.

Rule 2 – it’s hard to catch bass when they 
are moving from place to place. These I call 
my one-hit wonder marks. Bass can travel 
many miles each day.

Bass marks that will fish for the whole tide 
are few and far between, and in most areas 
bass will move throughout the tide, using 
the tide as a clock, passing the same places at 
the same times/heights of tide each day, on 
similar conditions.

The key is to find out where and when they 
are feeding for long periods. If you want to 
target only big fish, one of the best ways is 
to find out where only mature adult fish lay 
up. All big bass have a place they like to go 
to get away from the juvenile school fish, or 
socialise with similar aged fish, in the same 
way that humans do.

THE DEEP GLIDE
There may be many places mature adult 
bass like to hang out with their peers, but 
I reckon a favourite is an area of deeper, 
slower-moving water in an estuary, just 
outside of the main run of current. From the 
days of my youth spent coarse fishing, I call 
it the ‘Deep Glide’.

In coarse fishing, a deep glide is where a 
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stretch of shallow, fast-moving water drops
off into a deeper, slower-moving stretch of
river. This is often the best place to target
bigger species. Big fish just love to hang
about in the deepest water. As I got into
sea fishing in my early twenties, I noticed
this tendency in many saltwater predators,
particularly bass.

Many moons ago I heard a story about
bass holding up under boats in a protected
harbour. I soon found that during neap tides
and periods of calm weather, lots of big
bass would lay up in the deep-water, man-
made harbour, over
night high water.
If I freelined or
float-fished a live
sandeel over their
heads, silhouetted
under the marina
lights, it was almost
a fish per chuck.

Keep in mind 
‘overhead’ and 
‘silhouette’ 
because I will 
come back to 
those in a minute.

Bass will feed from 
as deep as 40 metres right through 
the water column to the surface, 
even in a just few inches of 
water. They even navigate over 
drying rocks and sandbars using 
swells and surges, but when 
they want time out, big bass 

like nothing better than a bit of peace and
quiet in an area of deeper, slower water not
too far from the action.

Some areas of deep, slower-moving
water worth checking out include dredged
marinas, deep-water channels, bays and
pools typically found around harbours and
estuaries and their entrances.

If you find a sign anywhere saying ‘Danger
Deep Water’…you’re almost certain to be
on the money.

PROVOCATIVE BAITING

When it comes to weather, bass are again
similar to us. On rough days they are just

out there getting on with
it, but on good days with
blue skies, calm seas and
clear water, they like to
take advantage and move
further inshore, similar to

the way we head out to the 
beach or park.

On warm, calm days, 
while there is little run 
of tide and between 
feeding, bass will often 
be found dozing on 
the bottom, or basking 
on the surface, lazily 

cruising around and 
flanking in a courtship-
like manner. 

Mullet do this too, 
and it can often be 

a good sign if you 

find both these species in the same area.
When bass are feeding hard they’ll hit

anything, but on other days they will only
accept bait that is natural to the area, or lures
that closely represent them.

Catching big bass that are laid up is totally
different; they need provoking, and the only
way is to use the friskiest livebait or most
provocative lure, and fish it right over their
heads so that it is panicking and silhouetted
above them.

In my early days guiding, 20 years ago, 
I kept meticulous diaries, and one thing 
that came through was, the milder, calmer 
and sunnier conditions the better. Tides in 
bright afternoon and evening sun fished best.

Noisy surface lures are great for provoking 
laid-up bass. Freelining a live sandeel back 
over them is another great tactic, but my 
favourite method is to float-fish a 9in live 
mackerel. Bass cannot resist the opportunity 
of taking a live mackerel that is panicking, 
and swimming around in circles, under an 
8in cigar float. Needless to say, that when 
presenting any bait in bright conditions 

Paul Fenech’s first 
bass of the session 

was this personal best 
of around 6lb 8oz

Another big bass 
from the  
harbour

“Bass cannot resist 
the opportunity 
of taking a live, 

panicking mackerel” 
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like this, a long, low-diameter fluorocarbon
trace is a must.
While hosting Sea Angler’s Paul Fenech

last year, he mentioned that his personal
best bass was 5lb 3oz, caught from the shore.
A nice fish, but I promised Paul one around
8lb, if conditions were sunny enough.
Two days later the forecast was for the

sunniest, mildest, calmest day of the week,
so, after a late start, I headed out with Paul
to catch some livebaits.
Once we had enough mackerel in the

tank, we headed back into the harbour and
anchored just uptide of a deep pool where
some fairly big bass usually lay up.
With the whole boat to himself, Paul could

fish two rods, and no sooner was his second
mackerel circling in position, tethered to the
polystyrene cigar float, the clutch on his first
rod screamed into action. Paul picked up his
rod and struck on cue but, to be honest, this
fishhadhithis livemackerelsohard,andcarried
ongoing, that itwaswell hookedanyway.

SIX OF THE BEST

When fishing for bass out on the open coast
and offshore, rarely do I lose a fish that is
well hooked, because bass generally run for
open water. Fighting big bass in a harbour is
a whole new ball game. Pier piles, mooring
ropes and boat propellers become dangers
that fish seem to head for, and fights can
often get dirty.
After 10 minutes of close calls with a

swinging mooring rope, I slipped the net
under Paul’s new personal best - a fine fish
measuring 63cm, which I estimated around
6lb 8oz. No sooner had it hit the net, when
Paul’s second rod was in action, and from
then on, the rest of the afternoon turned
into one of those red letter days where it was
almost impossible to keep two rods in the
water at any one time.
By the end of the session Paul had landed

six bass and lost six, breaking his previous
personal best six times in the process. The
smallest one measured 59cm, estimated at
5lb 8oz, and we ended the session on a high
note when Paul landed his biggest to date,
a lump measuring 67cm, estimated to be
around 7lb 14oz.
Warm, sunny, flat calm and loads of big

bass…happy days indeed!

Jim O’Donnell is a charter skipper and bass guide
who operates from Courtmacsherry, Co Cork,
Ireland. For guided bass fishing and holidays,
contact Jim, tel: 00353 (0)87 3388626. Visit his
website at: www.jimodonnell.ieQ

SIMPLE TACTICS
Thecigarloat threadson themainlineand

theishingdepth is setwithabeadstopped

bya rubber stop.Theloat is cockedbyanegg

lead runningon the linebelow it. A15lbluoro

traceand treblehook is attached toaswivel

belowtheweight. Hook the livemackerel

through the roofof themouth (below).

Paul broke his previous personal best six times, the biggest (left) estimated at around 7lb 14oz

“Fighting big bass in 
a harbour is a whole 
new ball game, and 
fights can get dirty” 
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WHY YOU 
MUST TRY 
ANGLING 
AFLOAT

Ever wondered why anglers go boat ishing or 
how to get yourself aboard to see if it’s for you?

NEW SERIES

BOAT FISHING WITH 
BARHAM – PART 1

hy do anglers go boat

fishing? Formany, the thrill
of riding the ocean waves
cannot be beaten and, quite
often, a good catch comes

way down the list with regards to what
constitutes a good day afloat.
For me, being on a boat, whether it does

a mean 50 knots or a meagre five, is all
about the sound of the engines and waves,
the smell of the exhaust fumes mixed with
the fresh salty air, and the voyage into the
unknown, coupled with the anticipation of
what the daymay hold.
Of course, there is always the fishing. It’s

a completely different sensation playing

a fish under your feet than one some 100
yards out in front of you from the shore.
Equally, if one spot isn’t producing, then

you can fire up the engine and move a
couple of miles to new fishing grounds in a
matter ofminutes.
Whether you’ve caught the boat fishing

bug during a short trip in a friend’s private
vessel, or enjoyed your first day on a charter
boat, chances are that you’re probably
hooked for life. If you’ve never been fishing
on a boat before, but have thought about
giving it a go, then it’s really not a daunting
a task to get afloat.

GIVING IT A GO

There are 400 or so licenced charter
vessels in the UK, offering every
conceivable type of boat fishing trips you
can imagine. They vary from custom days
where you dictate what you want to do,
including enjoying a three-course meal,

and specifying what times you want to
fish, to four-hour mackerel trips or taster
sessions where adults can take their kids
out for a few hours. There’s something
for everyone.
If you’ve never been on a boat, there can

be a fewworries in thebuild-up to your trip,
so let’s get a few things out of the way that
will help calm your nerves.
First of all, seasickness is not always going

to rear its ugly head. A lot of the time
it’s all in the mind, and if you convince
yourself that you’re going to be seasick,
the chances are you will be, even if it’s flat
calm. Convince yourself that you’re going
to be fine, and nine times out of ten you
will be just that.
A few rules can minimise the risk even

further. Don’t go out on the beer the
night before. Try to ensure that you get a
couple of night’s good sleep before the big
day (tiredness is one of the main causes

Words and photography
by Dave Barham
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of seasickness), and try to eat something 
before you get on board.

It is known that some people just aren’t 
meant to be on boats, and that they can 
suffer terribly with seasickness – but it is 
quite a rarity.

With this in mind, if you’re really not sure 
about how you will feel on a boat, then make 
your first trip a taster session. During the 
summer you will find that a lot of charter 
boats will offer four-hour evening sessions, 
which are perfect for finding your sea legs.

You can search out a boat near to you  
by looking at the classified adverts in the 
back of this magazine, or by going online 
and checking out the many dedicated 
charter boat pages.

JOINING A CLUB
Once you’ve decided that boat fishing is 
something you want to get into, it can be 
a good idea to join an angling club. This 

doesn’t have to be a club near your home, 
but could be somewhere that you intend to 
concentrate your fishing efforts.

The main reason for joining a club is 
meeting new fishing friends and drawing 
from their experience. You could get 
invited on some amazing days afloat, during 
peak times and tides – a lot of clubs will 
book various charter boats at the start of 
the year for one trip a month.

You will probably find that some club 
members have their own vessels, and if 
you get to know them, you may be invited 
out for a day’s fishing. If you search the 
Internet, especially Facebook, you will find 
a host of sea angling club pages where you 
can interact and meet new fishing buddies.

There are so many different types of boat 
fishing available, which I’ll deal with during 
this series. To whet your appetite, here 
are just a few of my favourite types of boat 
fishing adventures…

Tope will give you an 
adrenaline rush that 

can be addictive
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SUMMER BASS FISHING

The summer opens up a world of 
fishing possibilities. When it comes to bass
fishing, I like nothing more than getting
aboard a small boat at 4am and fishing surface
lures for bass close to the shore.

There are plenty more ways to catch
summer bass. You can fish live mackerel or
sandeels over shallow water reefs, wrecks and
sandbanks, or you can work lures in 100ft of
water over similar underwater features.

You can fish fresh peeler crab baits at
anchor, or a head-hooked ragworm, whole
squid, mackerel head and guts and the like.

How about float-fishing with live prawns?
The list goes on, and all of these methods are

employed from boats the length and breadth
of the country.

SCREAMING REELS

During the summer we have access to
some amazing rod-bending, reel-screaming
sport with tope and smoothhounds.

These two species are often found in very
close proximity, and there are various ways
in which you can catch them. For instance,
you can target hounds with spinning rods
and 2oz leads with live crabs, or you can
target the tope on 20lb-class tackle with
circle hooks and small baits – both providing
heart-stopping runs as yard upon yard of line
is torn from your reel during the epic fights.

GETTING WRECKED

Fishing lures over wrecks for cod,
pollack and ling on the drift is extremely
popular in the UK. Nothing beats the thrill of
slowly winding in a lure, only to have the rod
nearly torn from your hands as a fish grabs the
lure and heads back to the safety of the wreck.

Then there’s the challenging method of
fishing a wreck at anchor for conger eels and
ling. Often carried out in depths between 100-
200ft, this style of fishing gets your muscles
pumped and, yet again, it’s the thoughts of the
unknown that makes these days so special.

CATCH MY DRIFT

Another of my favourite types of
summer fishing is drift fishing for turbot,
brill and plaice.

There’s something about catching one of
these species on the drift that gives a euphoric
sense of achievement. It’s by no means an

easy task to catch flatfish consistently, but 
when you get into the zone you’ll understand 
the feeling that I’m talking about here.

THE BIG GUNS

There are some true monsters of the deep 
that lurk in UK waters, from 100lb-plus conger 
eels to 200lb-plus common skate, and, of course, 
porbeagle, blue, thresher and mako sharks.

There are boats and skippers that specialise 
in these species, and if you persevere, it’s really 
not that hard to catch your first big one – the 
thresher and mako will take some doing though.

LAZY ANCHOR AFTERNOONS

Both the uptiding and downtiding 
methods of fishing (we’ll cover these in depth 
later) are done at anchor, and this is one of the 
most relaxing forms of sea fishing there is.

You just sit there, enjoying the scenery
and banter, watching your rod tips for signs
of a bite. The moments of near self-induced
hypnosis are broken by heart-pumping,
adrenaline-fuelled action as you do battle
with a thornback ray or double-figure bass.

Pretty much every species of sea fish can be
caught at anchor, and that’s what the bulk of
UK boat fishing is all about.

WINTER WONDERLANDS

Uptiding and downtiding for big
winter cod and whiting isn’t everybody’s cup
of tea, but for many it’s the highlight of the
boat fishing year.

Sitting on a boat in the freezing cold can be
rewarded with the cod of a lifetime if you put
in the hours. If you can stay warm, it’s a most 
enjoyable day out.

Then there is the winter bass and pollack 
fishing, which is usually done on the drift. 
This is the time of year when you stand the 
best chance of hooking into something really 
special, with double-figure bass and 20lb-plus 
pollack on the cards. Q

Next month: We take a look at the  
all-important fishing tackle, with the focus 
on rods and reels.

7 GREAT WAYS TO ENJOY BOAT FISHING
1

2

3

5

6

7

4

Summer cod 
fishing can 

produce some 
cracking sport

Fishing at anchor 
can be as hectic or 
as laid back as you 

want it to be

The late Chris Caines 
(Tiger Lily, Weymouth) 

was one of the UK’s most 
respected skippers

Night fishing for conger 
eels will make a man of you
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Watch
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FISHING AND LEISURE CRAFT
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I
n the beginning there was pirking,

using 30lb or 40lb breaking strain mono
fished off a poker of a rod, with a high-
speed Penn Senator 4/0 or 6/0 reel.
Hanging off the end of the line was usually

a Norwegian-made, ‘silver banana’ weighing
in at between 1-2lb, depending on the tide and
depth of water, which was usually more than
200ft and sometimes more on a long trip.

Believe me, the first six fish were fun, and after
that you needed to go into training. Back in the
1960s and ’70s there was no such thing as super
braid lines; even ‘light’ 30lb mono was between
0.45-0.55mm diameter, whereas today even a
relatively low-quality 30lb super braid line will
be almost half of that diameter. Which means,
in practical fishing terms, that an 8oz jig will
get down quicker and easier than that monster
2lb silver banana.

DARK SECRET
It was that wondrous introduction of super 
braid that enabled the cult method of  
deep-water speed jigging.

The original speed jigs were pretty things, 
with stick-on eyes and holographic silver and 

coloured finishes, which allowed anglers to reel
these lures through a shoal of high-riding fish at
speed, with the occasional pause and twitch of
the rod tip to induce a fish to hit the lure.

Pollack, coalfish and bass loved them. They 
still do, and speed jigging is as effective today 
as it has ever been. Alas, the gill-netters have 
culled many of those huge shoals of pollack and 
coalfish riding high in the fast water over the

deep-water wrecks; we have to travel a long way 
these days to see such shoals of fish.

However, there was a deep, dark secret, which 
those in the know kept to themselves for years; 
that if you wanted cod (and who doesn’t?) then 
the speed jig had to be fished in the bottom  
10-20ft of water, and if you gently bent the 
speed jig just a fraction, to make it wobble in 
the water, you caught a lot more cod than those 
who didn’t bend their jigs.

So, in effect, what we were doing all those years 
ago was slow jigging with speed jigs. Sounds a bit 
airy fairy, but in the light of what is happening 
with the highly mobile, sophisticated bottom-
balanced and middle-weighted jigs coming out 
of Asia today; crude though it was by today’s 
standard, we were slow jigging, after a fashion. It 
worked then and it still works today.

EFFECTIVE METHOD
Proper slow-pitch jigging is a method and 
style of fishing that has swept Japan, Australia 
and New Zealand. It has proven itself in 
the Mediterranean, and it is rapidly gaining  
a foothold around our coast because it works.  
It is particularly effective on the predatory 

Words and photography
by Russ Symons

ARE YOU ON THIS 
HOT METHOD?

Every so often an evolved style of ishing generates excitement. 
The modern phenomenon of slow-pitch jigging is one such style…

RIGGING FOR JIGGING

Speed jigs (clockwise from  top left):  Diamond jig, 
‘silver banana’ and Abu Sextets with Assist hooks 

Choices of the past: a ‘silver 
banana’ and Cornish bass jig with 

single hooks top and bottom

PART ONE
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A pollack caught on 
a 200g Williamson 
Benthos speed jig
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species like cod, pollack and bass, for example.
It is a method that perfectly complements

speed jigging. On days when the predatory fish 
are not aggressively chasing, then a slow-pitch 
jig twitched and fluttered just off the bottom 
will catch the slower fish that we have so many 
of around our coast. 

I have caught bass, whiting, gurnards, 
haddock, pout, ling and even congers, as well 
as the inevitable cod and pollack, using the  
slow-pitch jigging style. I would have to think 
very hard to remember the last time I used bait 
in deep water.

The beauty of the slow-pitch jigging style is 
that it is not nearly so physically challenging as 
the hump and pump of speed jigging. Added 
to which, it is a new style of fishing, exerting  
a fascination and interest all of its own to those 
of us who care more about how we catch our 
fish, rather than a heavy, smelly plastic bag at 
the end of the day.

HOW IT’S DONE

So let’s get real. Do you need specialised gear to
fish these jigs? If you want to do it properly and
get with the trend then, yes, you do. But do you
need specialised gear to catch fish on a jig – no,
you don’t. It is very much one of those chicken
and egg situations.

First catch your fish and then, inevitably, you
will think ‘that was fun’, and then the angler’s
well-renowned lust for shiny bits will dotherest.
Get on the Internet, YouTube or Facebook
and type in ‘slow-pitch jigging’ and you will
be amazed at the techniques and wealth of
information that you’ll find.

Speed jigging triggers aggression in a predatory
fish to chase and harass a fast-moving baitfish.
For the angler, getting the jig moving fast and
working properly in the water involves constant
upper body movement, which, let’s face it, is
hard work, especially if you need to use a heavy
lure to get down to the fish.

Slow-pitch jigging is slower and much
less physically demanding. There is more
involvement and skill in trying to mimic a
wounded baitfish falling through the water,
rather than a fleeing baitfish, as with a speed jig.

A crippled or wounded baitfish will make
erratic and unpredictable movements,
twitching and darting this way and that, as
it sinks through the water. This is precisely
the sort of movement that slow-pitch jigs are
designed to make, as they lift and fall through
the water. This erratic lift and fluttering fall is all
about the movement imparted to the jig by the
rod, the reel and the imagination of the angler.

A Japanese angler called Norihiro Sato has
become the recognised guru for this style of
fishing and has detailed in a meticulous fashion
theintricaciesofslow-pitchjigging.Hiswebsite,
Japanese Anglers Secrets (www.anglers-secrets.
com), contains a wealth of information and is
well worth reading. It is clearly evident that
there are differences between where he fishes
and where we fish. His methods are sound,
so our task is to modify and tweak to suit our
different species and location.

Drawing on past experience of pirking,
speed jigging and, in recent years, what is now
called slow-pitch jigging is a journey that I have
relished. It has everything for me...a technical
aspect in tackle and methodology, combined
with the unpredictability of fishing for the last
truly wild creatures on this planet.

Don’t you just love it?

■ Next issue: Rods and reels.

“Slow-pitch jigging is a method that 
perfectly complements speed jigging”

Back in 2005, a ‘silver banana’ and early braid 

An early speed jig was the Seven Seas type  
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SPECIES

Pound for pound, pollack are one of the 

hardest-ighting ish caught of our 

coastline, especially when taken on light 

tackle. Traditionally, pollack were not 

widely regarded as a food source, their 

white lesh lacks the lavour of similar 

species, but in recent years, thanks to the 

eforts of TV chefs, pollack has widely 

replaced cod and haddock. Not surprisingly, 

this has resulted in increased commercial 

ishing for the species.

Depending on location, the average 

size of pollack caught ofshore is probably 

between 4-8lb, but in many areas,  

double-igure specimens are regularly 

caught, often on a daily basis. This is 

especially so during the irst few months 

of the year when large aggregations of 

mature ish converge over ofshore wrecks 

and reefs to spawn. At such times, it is 

possible to catch ish over 15lb.

Q�Boat record: 29lb 4oz/13.267kg, 

caught in 1987 at Dungeness, Kent.

The vast majority of pollack are taken from 

reefs or wrecks, though ish are occasionally 

caught over relatively featureless ground.

In some areas, such as the West Country, 

Ireland and Scotland, where deep-water 

reefs are located close to shore, pollack  

are caught in good numbers inshore, 

although ish in such areas will invariably 

weigh less than 10lb.

The largest specimens are almost always 

taken over wrecks or reefs located many 

miles ofshore.

Boats ishing out of ports along the south 

coast of Devon and Cornwall have a long 

association with specimen pollack ishing, 

along with other ports extending further 

east throughout the English Channel as far 

as Dover that ish ofshore wrecks.

Other pollack hotspots include wrecks 

located in the Celtic Deeps and St George’s 

Channel of West Wales, reefs around 

western and northern Scotland, and pretty 

much anywhere of the south and west 

coast of Ireland. Wrecks in the North Sea 

tend to be less productive in terms of the 

numbers and size of pollack they produce, 

but good ishing can be found here.

NEW SERIES
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Pound for pound, one of the hardest-�ghting �sh around Britain

P
ollack are common around the 
coast of the UK and Ireland, feeding 
mostly on small fish and sandeels, 
but will also rummage on the seabed 
for worms and crustaceans.

Occasionally confused with coalfish, the  
lower jaw of the pollack protrudes noticeably,  
and the there is no barbel on the chin. The 
lateral line of a pollack (Pollachius pollachius) 
curves steeply upwards at the shoulder and, 

being a member of the cod family, it has 
three dorsal fins. Its colour varies from one 
location to another, and ranges from brown 
to greenish-grey, to a golden, copper colour 
throughout the flanks.

THE KNOWLEDGE
POLLACK3

NO.

The traditional set-up for pollack ishing 

used to be a 12/20lb-class boat rod  

featuring a multiplier reel loaded with 

monoilament or braid.

Many anglers still use such gear, although 

in recent years, advances in tackle 

manufacturing have produced excellent 

spinning rods and ixed-spool reels that have 

been speciically designed for ishing for 

various species of hard-ighting sport ish 

throughout the tropics.

As a result, an increasing number of 

anglers are now using spinning outits to 

ish for pollack, even in depths of water 

of several hundreds of feet over ofshore 

wrecks. Not only are these outits more than 

up to the challenge of taking the largest 

pollack, but they deliver superb sport with 

these hard-ighting ish.
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The traditional rig for catching pollack 

aloat is the lying collar, or versions of it. 

This consists of either a long, wire French 

Boom or, more likely, a plastic tubi-type 

boom sliding on the mainline or leader, 

followed by a small bead and terminating in 

a small, high-quality swivel.

The hooklength is tied to the other end 

of this swivel, and is usually clear mono 

between 8-12ft in length. The hook or, 

more likely, lure is tied to the end of this. 

If using modern spinning tackle as 

described above, the weighted shad is tied 

directly to the end of the leader, dropped 

straight down to the bottom and wound 

back with a steady retrieve.

If you are losing rigs in the wreck, it is 

possible to attach the sinker with a weak 

link of line.

When ishing for pollack over reefs, some  

anglers still use strings of up to six feathers,  

or their modern equivalents. These are 

ished with or without bait.

Most anglers ish for pollack using lures. 

Typically, these will be one of the great many 

variations of artiicial sandeel lures, such as 

the ever-popular 172mm Red Gill eels.

Shads have become very popular for 

catching pollack, especially the incredibly 

lifelike range of Storm Wildeye Swim Shads 

in various sizes and colours.

The heavier versions for these are ished  

in deep water using modern spinning tackle, 

as described on the previous page.

Pollack can also be caught on bait ished 

of a long lowing trace tied to the same  

rig as described for lures. Indeed, at times,  

a live sandeel or head-hooked king  

ragworm can out ish anything else by a 

considerable margin.
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The general method used when ishing for 

pollack over a wreck or reef is to position 

the boat uptide of the area to be ished, and 

then slowly drift back over it. The angler 

drops his bait or lure down to the bottom, 

then slowly starts to retrieve it up through 

the water column.

This technique is particularly efective 

because the shoals of pollack are often 

located at various heights within the water 

column, and it is essential to determine at 

which height they are feeding. Counting the 

number of turns of the reel handle to the 

strike zone can help maximise results.

Bite are usually indicated by a delicate 

plucking and pulling at the tail of the lure, 

and it is essential that when you feel this you 

maintain exactly the same rate of retrieve, 

and resist the urge to strike. Keep winding, 

and eventually the ish will engulf the lure 

and dive for the bottom, at which point you 

set the hook by lifting the rod.

Q Mike Millman reveals nine decades of 

coalish history – see page 74

Cut down on rig losses
The sinker can be ixed on 
a weak link of mono line.

Wire boom version
Flying-collar rig made 
with a French boom.

Lures bring success
Artiicial eels or shads are 
the popular lure choices.

Make it with mono
The hooklength is usually 
8-12ft of clear mono line.

Plastic boom version
Many sea anglers now 
use a plastic tube boom.
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CHARTER FISHING

LYMINGTON
Charter boats working out of the many marinas situated

along the Lymington River provide quick access to some of
the best ishing grounds along the south coast

Words and photography
by Dave Barham

PORT SPOTLIGHT 

T
hroughout the year there are 

plenty of species for sea anglers to 
target, but perhaps the most 
desirable are the nation’s two 
favourite fish – bass and cod.

The famous Needles cod grounds are just 
a few miles steam from the river, which puts 
Lymington boats into prime cod fishing 
territory very quickly.

If it’s too rough to venture out past the Isle of 
Wight, then the relative shelter of the Solent is 
always a good backup plan, and in recent years 

there’s been some tremendous cod sport there.
During the summer it’s bass that are the 

main quarry, but there is also some great 
smoothhound sport, along with tope and, of 
course, summer cod further offshore on the 
wrecks. The area is also noted for huge catches 
of black bream, some very good plaice fishing 
too, along with rays and conger eels.

FOUR MAIN MARINAS

There are four main pick-up points for the 
charter boats that fish out of Lymington. The 
first is Haven Quay, which has the Haven 
Café, Bar and Restaurant on its doorstep.

Then there are the pontoons down by the 
Royal Lymington Yacht Club at the end of 
Bath Road; here you’ll find a quality boat 

launching ramp too if you wish to tow and go, 
plus toilet facilities.

The next main marina is Berthon, where 
there is ample parking and even snack 
machines on the quay. Last but not least is the 
Town Quay, which is opposite The Ship Inn 
pub, which serves excellent-quality food and 
has a huge array of drinks.

TACKLE TIPS

The fishing out of Lymington can be quite 
varied throughout the year, so you’ll need to 
contact your chosen skipper to discuss exactly 
what you’ll be fishing for.

As a general rule, there are three rods that will 
cover all eventualities; a decent 20/30lb-class 
boat rod will cope with any downtide fishing 
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CHARTER BOATS AND SKIPPERS
at anchor for species like tope, cod and rays.
Then you’ll need to go for either a spinning
rod, or a 12lb-class boat rod when drifting for
the bass. This can also be used at anchor when
targeting black bream.

The only other rod that you will need is
30/50lb-class rod to tackle the many conger
eels that can be caught on the wrecks and
reefs in the area.

When it comes to selecting terminal tackle,
anything goes. Use light kit for the bream and
bass, then step up a notch for the winter cod,
rays and congers. 

We suggest you go for a standard flowing
trace tied on 100lb mono with a size 9/0 hook
on the end when searching out the big conger
eels and cod. Q

Q�Challenger II, Mike Cottingham, 
tel: 07884 394379.
Q�Great Escape, Chris Bray,  
tel: 07813 618829.
Q�Hermit, Alan Brand, tel: 07775 681105.
Q�Manta Ray, Alan Brand, 
tel: 07966 051421.
Q�Last Laugh, John Skeggs,  
tel: 07796 023881.
Q�Phosphorescent, Rob Thompson, 
tel: 07725 563562.
Q�Private Venturess, Art Savage,  
tel: 02380 897111.
Q�Tideline, Keith Gore, tel: 07881 926734.

Q�Voyager, Kevin Duell,  
tel: 07843 208597.
Q�Wight Rebel, Eric Elliot,  
tel: 07816 067907.
Q�Wight Maiden, Les Jones,  
tel: 07585 335783.

TACKLE SHOPS

The main tackle shop is just outside 
Lymington in New Milton. It stocks a huge 
array of tackle and baits.
Q�Loni’s Angling Centre, 119 Old Milton 
Road, New Milton BH25 6DP,  
tel: 01425 616323.

The Needles – 
famous for cod 
and bass (inset)

The Solent 
ofers some 
shelter

The pontoons at the 
Royal Lymington 

Yacht Club



74

BOAT 
ANGLER

 SEA ANGLER    ISSUE 529

HERITAGE

T
he coalfish is a species with an 

ability to cope with change in water 
pressure, which enables it to scrap all 
the way to the boat’s gunnel, where 
many have been lost.

In the great ‘electronic wrecking’ era, which 
began in 1963, the coalfish was a major species, 
most notably in the waters of the western 
English Channel, and between that year and 
1986, its UK record was broken 10 times.

Up to the early 1960s, the biggest coalfish 
known had weighed 23lb, taken by a  
Captain H Millais, who in June 1922 had 
been drifting rough ground off Sennen Cove, 
near Land’s End. That fish was part of a 
momentous catch of 34 coalfish and pollack 

that had a total weight of 416lb made by the
captain and his wife.

The previous evening, the pair had caught 24
fish, including a coalfish of 20lb and a pollack
of 21lb, which was also accepted as a UK  
record. Both fish were widely acclaimed and 
reported in the ‘Fishing Gazette’, regarded at  
the time as the anglers’ bible and, subsequently,  
in numerous books.

RECORD BREAKING

The coalfish record remained unchanged for 
almost half a century. Then, in the summer of 
1971, John Trust, co-skipper of the Brixham 
charter boat Our Unity, took a turn on a rod 
and caught a fish of 26lb 2oz at a wreck in Lyme 
Bay off the Dorset coast.

Four months later ‘JJ’ McVicar, who 
skippered the Plymouth charter boat June 
Lipet, got his hands on the coalie record not 
once, but twice in consecutive days at the 

wreck some way south of the Eddystone Reef.
His fish weighed 26lb 12oz 8dr and 27lb 10oz
8dr, both falling to artificial eels connected to
a heavy-duty paternoster.

Record breaking seemed possible every time 
the charter boats put to sea out of Devon  
ports, and in the mere 10 weeks after the 
McVicar successes, the record was broken 
again from June Lipet. The captor of the 
28lb 4oz fish was demolition contractor Stan 
Stevens, a member of a charter party that took 
many big fish on the day. Within a month 
the record was lifted to 29lb 2oz by another 
Plymouth-based angler Ron Phillips.

BRING ON THE THIRTIES

So now the first 30-pounder was in the offing, 
and Bristol’s Tony Harris achieved it during a 
trip out on June Lipet. His fish weighed 30lb 
12oz and took a 26oz pirk that weighted the 
eel-carrying paternoster.

Words and photography
by Mike Millman

Dave Brown (centre) with the record coalish of 37lb 5oz taken in 1986, �anked  
by Artilleryman 11 skipper Geordie Dickson (left) and crewman Doug Northmore

The coalish has a recorded history stretching back nine decades 

‘Record breaking 
seemed possible every 
time boats put to sea’
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This brought the great spate of records to an
end for seven long years, until Lloyd Saunders,
who ran Saltwind of Dart out of Dartmouth,
became the third charter skipper to hold the
coalfish record. The fish weighed 33lb 7oz and 
came from one of the hundreds of wrecks  
in Lyme Bay.

Three years later Lloyd’s father Bill took the 
record with a fish of 33lb 10oz. Also in 1983, the
record passed to a fish of 35lb 4oz caught 50
miles off Whitby by Tony Neatby. This held
until 1986 when Swindon’s Gordon Wheeler
became the next incumbent at a weight of
36lb, the fish taken from Geordie Dickson’s
Plymouth-based Artilleryman 11. Within a
month, though, it passed to the present holder,
Dave Brown, at 37lb 5oz from the same boat.

This, sadly, brought Britain’s coalfish saga
to an end as, quite suddenly, the coalfish
virtually disappeared from the area where it
had been so prolific.

Whether or not the coalfish will ever return
in large numbers to south-west waters is a
million-dollar question. The occasional fish
is caught, while in 2014 there was a flurry of
half-a-dozen in as many months. 

Marine biologists have noted 30-year cycles 
of fish movement, so with that number getting 
close, the present famine should, hopefully, be 
coming to an end.

EVEN BIGGER FISH
Bigger coalfish are found in the cold waters 
of Scandinavia, and in 2004 a fish of 50lb 
7oz, taken off Norway’s Salstraumen, set a 
world and European record, while a 49lb 11oz 
specimen was also caught in the same area.

Coalies in the 40lb class are a fairly regular 
feature in Norwegian waters, and the 
biggest known ish caught commercially 
weighed more than 60lb. Q

The heyday of wrecking for coalish was in the 1970s. ‘JJ’ McVicar (left) has a ish of 26lb and 
a 22 lb 8oz pollack. Stan Stevens (centre) shows of a new UK record coalie of 28lb 4oz, and 
Steve Barrett has one of 26lb 8oz and a 22lb pollack, all caught in the winter of 1971 

Roger Hosking, who held the pollack record for years with a fish of 25lb taken in 1972, is seen  
with a trio of coalies all weighing more than 24lb 8oz. He ished from ‘JJ’ Mcvicar’s June Lipet
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BOAT TEST

I
nthe 25 years that Ihave been reviewing
fishing boats formagazines, it is no secret
that certain manufacturers have become
firmpersonal favourites, companieswhose
latest models I always look forward to the

opportunity of running on a sea trial; French
boat builder Jeanneau is one such company.
I have reviewed a considerable number of

Jeanneau boats, which are actually built in
Poland, and never have I walked away feeling
less than very impressed with what I’ve just
seen and experienced.
This was precisely the case when, recently, I

had the opportunity to cast a critical eye over
the new Jeanneau Merry Fisher 605, courtesy
ofCambrianBoats, based in Swansea.
As I had fully expected, I found an

immaculately turned-out boat that had been
finished to the highest standards. The quality

of workmanship that goes into all Jeanneau
boats has to be seen to be fully appreciated,
especially the rich lustre of the gel coat and
the attention to detail that goes into the
installation of all fixtures and fittings, which
are always of the highest quality. Of course,
this means that not only would you become
the proud owner of an extremely smart boat,
but also, when the time to change did come,
her condition would likely mean she would
command thehighest possible resale value.

CLEVER DESIGN

Take a quick glance at the images illustrating
this review and you will see that the Jeanneau
Merry Fisher 605 has been designed as what
I describe as a ‘cruisingfishing boat’.
Yes, she makes a perfect angling platform

but,asyouwillsee,sheisalsoaverycomfortable
boat for extended, overnight trips for anglers
andnon-anglers alike.
The cleverly designed layout of her interior

means she can accommodate three to four in
berths located within the forward cabin and

the wheelhouse, although I concede that four
adultsmight find things a bit ‘cosy’.
Comfort is ensured, with plenty of light,

along with all-important ventilation afforded
by skylights installed inboth the forwardcabin
and wheelhouse deck heads, both optional
extras, and side-opening windows within the
wheelhouse. Condensation is the bane of
most cabin boats, and ample ventilation is the
easiestway tominimise it.
The helm is situated to starboard, and

affords the helmsman excellent all-round
vision. The moulded console is designed for
the installation of a multi-function display

Words and photography
by Dave Lewis

ENOUGH TO MAKE 
YOU MERRY 

With its cruiser looks, it’s the perfect, high-quality 
ofshore boat for serious anglers

“An immaculately 
turned-out boat that 
had been finished to 

the highest standards”
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module, such as the Lowrance Elite 7 fitted,
along with sufficient space for all necessary
gauges, switches and other controls. 

Tilting the helmsman’s seat forward reveals a 
small, yet entirely functional, galley, complete 
with a 20-litre freshwater supply. 

A dining table is located to port and, of course, 
you get plenty of stowage space throughout
both the forward cabin and wheelhouse.

Sliding glass doors provide access from the
wheelhouse to the aft cockpit. The design of
the cockpit means there is sufficient space for 
two anglers to fish in absolute comfort, and
while fishing three would be alright, adding a
forth would be a bit of a squeeze. This is due  
to the amount of seating provided, which
extends across the full width of the transom
and along the port side. The exact amount of 
seating can be adjusted though, to minimise or 
maximise cockpit space.

Access outboard is achieved via a hinged
door situated within the starboard quarter,
adjacent to the all-important boarding ladder.

Adequate stowage space is provided with

SEA ANGLER    ISSUE 529

Themaximumpower-rated115hpYamaha

Consoleisittedwithmulti-functiondisplay Shedeliveredanimpeccableperformance

1

3

2

FACT FILE

The cost for a standard boat, which comes 
with a two-year warranty, including 
delivery to the UK, commissioning and 
engine installation is £17,633. Cost itted 
with a 115hp Yamaha as reviewed is 
£28,876, while an SBS twin-axle bunked 
trailer to suit costs £3,349. An extensive 
list of factory itted extras, including 
a navy blue hull, and numerous other 
accessories are available.

Q My test was arranged by Cambrian 
Boat Centre Ltd, of Swansea, tel: 01792 
467263. Email: sales@cambrianboats.com
Website: www.cambrianboats.com

Q�For info on Yamaha outboard engines, 
visit: www.yamahaoutboards.com

INFORMATION

a large, centrally situated deck hatch, along 
with other compartments located within the 
transom and fixed seating. A broad walkway 
to either side of the wheelhouse provides 
access forward, with onboard safety enhanced 
courtesy of a stainless pulpit rail and stainless 
grab handles affixed to the wheelhouse roof. 

At the bow you find a large anchor locker, 
and all necessary deck hardware is provided 
fitted as standard.

Overall length of the Merry Fisher 605 is 18ft 
11in, and she sports an 8ft beam, while the hull 
displaces 2,381lb and draws 1ft 4in.

SEA TRAIL

My sea trial took place in Swansea Bay, and 
having exited the Tawe Lock and cleared 
the harbour breakwaters, I pointed her bow 
towards Mumbles Head, pushed the throttle 
forward and sat back to enjoy the ride. 

The test boat was fitted with a beautiful, 
maximum power-rated 115hp Yamaha which, 
on the day, produced 6,100rpm, delivering  
a top speed of just over 30 knots, while the  

fuel is stored in a 100-litre inboard tank.
Sea conditions were more or less calm, which 

provided the perfect opportunity to evaluate 
the top end handling performance of the 
Merry Fisher 605. 

Pushed hard through all of the usual 
manoeuvres, including tight high-speed turns, 
she delivered an impeccable performance. Out 
in the tide rip south of Mumbles Head, we did 
encounter choppy conditions, through which 
the hull cut cleanly without slamming.

In summary, it is hard to come up with a 
complete and accurate assessment of any 
boat’s sea-keeping characteristics based on the 
briefest of sea trials. All I can say based on what 
I have experienced from my numerous other 
sea trials aboard Jeanneau boats, and this latest 
run offshore, is that I very much doubt anyone 
would be less than highly delighted at how the 
Merry Fisher 605 performs under a full range 
of typically encountered different conditions. 

She really is a very, very nice offshore angling 
boat, perfect for serious anglers and non-
fishing members of your family alike. Q
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Words and photography
by Mark Crame

WINNING WAYS
Six of the most consistent competitors on the UK kayak ishing 

circuit reveal their backgrounds, preferences and methods

O 
pinions on what makes a

successful kayak angler differ,
but there are certain people
who consistently feature on
leaderboards, do well whenever

they fish, and who also inspire others.
Here six anglers, including myself, reveal how

they approach the species tournaments, which
require tactical thinking and finesse. It seems
no coincidence that all are experienced coarse
anglers too.

“I I fish 
from an
RTM 
Tempo
because
it’s light
and fast”

Most of my ishing is on the south coast, from steep shingle banks 
on to slow, sloping seabeds of mixed ground. With a wide variety 
of species throughout the year making it viable to target speciic 
quarry, with careful preparation and bait choices, you can really do 
well; a few hours drifting for plaice might follow a session around 
reefs plugging for bass.

My mum took me ishing in Scarborough when I was ive, with 
a plastic rod, without expecting me to catch...that was my irst 
coalish, and I've been an avid isherman ever since. I went on to 
catching mackerel in the bay in an old wooden kayak as a teenager.

I've ished of numerous kayak types, and my preference is 
the larger Ocean Kayaks for my competition ishing, with large 
stable platforms and lots of storage. I am fortunate enough to be
sponsored by Ocean Kayak, so I have the beneit of being able to
choose and, currently, use the Ultra 4.7xt and Trident 15.

In competitions, I rarely ish heavier than 40g rods and only
choose 12lb-class if targeting big ish; these don't tend to win
competitions and have a hypnotic efect, delaying that important
move for variety; a 4lb black bream is a ish of a lifetime, and it's
diicult to move for blennies. My rod of choice is a Berkley 3-7g
dropshot, which raises a few eyebrows!

I'm proud of being the irst to hold both titles in the big UK
competitions simultaneously, an achievement only repeated
once, by Mark Radclife.

Preparation is key; I plan where and when to ish, depending on
tidal low, pre-tie rigs and prepare bait for diferent species and
terrain, hauling anchor and moving frequently.

Using unusual rigs such as a 4/0 hook with whole squid, another
snood and a size 2 hook and with a 12 hook above is an option. The
large bait might attract small wrasse, inevitably attracting others
that take the smaller baits; that goldsinney may be the winner, so
it's worth the efort.

KEITH WARD 
OCEAN KAYAK FISHING TEAM

MARK CRAME  
RTM KAYAK FISHING TEAM

The bulk of my normal ishing is done in the Corton Roads, Sufolk, 
a murky, fast-lowing patch of sea that is a mix of sand, clay, shingle 
and some debris. Mostly, I ish downtide with baits on the bottom 
for cod, rays and smoothhounds, although there's some trolling 
for bass around structures. Usually, I’m food ishing for sport and 
pleasure as there's little opportunity for active species hunting.

I also ish the rivers and broads locally, and my coarse ishing 
background has inluenced me to ish light for smaller species. 

I ish from an RTM Tempo because it's light and fast, so I minimise 
energy loss and push conditions to the maximum. It's not the most 
spacious option, but it gives me conidence to be out in pretty 
much all weathers because it can handle a rough sea with ease.

When I ish a species tournament, I concentrate on catching 
whatever might be around and, with that in mind, I mostly ish size 
12 sabikis with pinches of fresh bait, usually ragworms, on light 
spinning rods, and like to alternate between drift and anchored 
ishing depending on how conditions and results are; these will take 
all the mini species, but can also handle larger ish if they turn up.

Things like swimfeeders and glowing or shiny stuf all get thrown 
into the mix in the hope that it may give me an edge, although luck 
often plays its part too. It's a needle in a haystack sometimes, as 
you might be anchored above hundreds of wrasse, and it just takes 
a few inches diference to put you on to the tompot or a shanny. 

Fish identiication skills are hugely important, too, especially 
with wrasse; that Baillon's wrasse you mistake for a corkwing is 
potentially worth hundreds of pounds in prizes.

Keith Ward bags 
another plaice

A fine bass I caught 
trolling around 

structures
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Living two hours from the sea isn't ideal, but it has its advantages
in that nearly every coastline is the same distance away – Essex,
Devon, South Wales, or my childhood waters of the Humber. This
allows me to travel fairly easily and target whatever is in season.

The joy of kayak ishing is the social side, so in whichever direction
I head, I know there will be someone local who will be happy to 
share information, if not even take the day of and join me.

When I started I concentrated on ish for the table – bass, cod and
rays. However, since getting into the tournaments I have become
more of a species hunter, giving myself an ever-increasing annual
target of species to catch.

I love making small adaptations to rigs and presentation, which
make all the diference to what I catch, be it big or small. The 
pleasure of speciically targeting a diicult or unusual species and
actually succeeding in capturing it is immense. Two that come to
mind from this year are red bandish and stingrays.

A background in coarse match ishing has really helped in the
species tournaments. My usual tactic is to ind two diferent marks,
one over sand and one over rough ground. 

The rigs for the sand are three-hook �appers or a running leger. 
On rough ground I prefer to tie my own rigs, with a size 8 or 10 hook
for mini species. Speed and eiciency is paramount, and the longer
your bait is in the water the more ish you catch, so having rigs and
bait prepared means more time actually ishing.

My kayak of choice is the Jackson Kraken. This is a stable, 
comfortable ishing platform that I have been able to take out in all
tides and conditions but, most importantly, it gives me the space 
that I need when I am ishing. I like to have everything in front of 
me and, having tried several makes and models, this is the one that
suits my style of ishing the best.

The build-up to a competition involves briefing all the competitors Cameraderie is strong and the competitors trade banter before doing battle 

IAN PICKERING 
OCEAN KAYAK FISHING TEAM

My kayak ishing adventure started way back in 2005 when I was 
stood on a rock spinning; I wanted to ind a way to get myself just 
that little bit further out, and a kayak seemed the obvious solution.

I live just about as far away from the sea as you can get in the 
country. The closest bit of coastline is probably Skegness, but there’s 
not much on ofer there and, time-wise, it’s a similar journey to the 
stunning coast that is Flamborough Head in Yorkshire. Apart from the 
awesome scenery here, the ishing is fantastic, with excellent cod, 
pollack, bass, wrasse and thornbacks the target species.

The majority of my kayak ishing used to be for the table, and for 
years I had my cod and pollack blinkers on. The last couple of years, 
however, I’ve targeted other species for sport and had a great time 
practising catch and release.

There are now a number of sea competitions in the UK each year. 
The northern ones are usually biggest ish, while the southern 
are normally species hunts. I’ve entered most over the years and 
absolutely love them. I’ve learnt so much from other anglers, and 
the social side is legendary.

I currently ish from an Ocean Kayak Ultra 4.3, which, for me, 
is the best compromise between speed, stability and comfort. It 
handles the strong tides and big swells of the North Sea beautifully 
and has plenty of storage. Whether I’m jigging a shad for a cod, or 
bait ishing with a size 6 hook with some ragworms, I ish all year 
round of the kayak and love every moment and every ish.

I’ve recently started freshwater ishing for pike and perch, which, 
bearing in mind where I live, has certainly increased the amount of 
launches I make each year.

MARK RADCLIFFE
JACKSON KAYAK FISHING TEAM

The Jackson Kraken kayak 
suits Mark’s fishing style best

Ian Pickering 
with a plaice
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MARTIN COLLISON
JACKSON KAYAK FISHING TEAM

 

I ishat diferent venues around the country, often competing in
species or largest ish competitions.

As a teenager through to early adulthood I was a coarse match
angler, and this has helped me hugely in developing sea ishing 
tactics and watercraft ability, which has played a huge part in  
my catch rates.

I ish from a Jackson Kraken kayak, which is great for my style 
because it’s spacious and comfortable and handles the sea very well.

Aside from ishing locally, my passion is targeting species I have
not yet caught, and I frequently travel the country in search of 
these, discovering diferent venues and styles. Essex and Sufolk
are murky and never really clear, so heading south or north is a 
treat I take advantage of, leaving bait at home and ishing with 
lures and shads, which is frustrating at times, but very rewarding
when cod or pollack hit.

My local grounds around Clacton produce superb cod and 
thornback ishing, the latter present all-year, taking my preferred
Bluey and Squid cocktails, with single size 3/0 running legers 
working best. I target cod on Pennells, with fresh black lug and 
squid or peeler crabs when available.

Understanding a venue is key – what's there, what the bottom
is like, whether it’s rough ground, reefs, wrecks, mud�ats, for 
example. These key factors play a huge part in targeting both 
species and big ish, because diferent ish prefer certain habitats.

My main species tactics are two or three-hook �appers with 
anything from a size 1 to 10 hook, with a variety of baits ished at
anchor. Sabikis can play a big part too. I also like using a running 
leger to pick up rays and smoothhounds on slightly heavier tackle.

The majority of my ishing is on very light gear with bait, and  
I love using Rockish Revolution 7-28g rods, ishing as light as I can
get away with because catching the likes of wrasse, poor cod and
plaice can be great fun on the right tackle.

 
 

 
  

 

 
 

 
  

 
  

Slightly heavier 
tackle is used for 

smoothhounds

A blonde ray 
for Liam

West Cornwall 
provides so 

much variety

Martin values 
watercraft 
ability



Pilot6 Classic From £10,650

Scotland: South West: UK Central:

Pilot4 Classic From £6,295

Gael Force Marine
www.gaelforcemarine.co.uk
t: 0141 941 1211 or
01463 229431

Bridger Marine
www.johnbridgermarine.co.uk

t: 01392 250970

Westport Marine
www.westportmarine.co.uk

t: 07977 466160

“SHE TRACKED AROUND CORNERS AS IF

SHE WAS ON RAILS… I’D TAKE THIS BOAT

TO THE EDDYSTONE ON A GOOD DAY”

The Westport Pilot range of boats, tough, seaworthy and

renowned for their large practical deck space and superb

performance. The Pilot4 has proved exceptionally popular

with its removable cuddy, while the Pilot6 is perfect for

the more serious sea anglers.

PILOT 4

Sea Angler

visit www.westportmarine.co.uk

Ring 00 353 87 230 2362 or email joelynch@iol.ie
to arrange your own special package

www.wreckhunter.ie email compassrose@eircom.net

COME TO CROSSHAVEN,
IRELAND AND ENJOY
TOP QUALITY ANGLING 
ABOARD THE SPACIOUS
WRECK HUNTER

WWW.WRECKHUNTER.IE

WRECK HUNTER
sea angling charters

SPECIAL OFFERS FOR
MID WEEK THIS YEAR 

3 days angling -
including 5 nights B&B

Party of
12 for €275 (approx £195) per person
10 for €300 (approx £213) per person
8 for €338 (approx £240) per person

Package o� ered includes:
y 3 Days exclusive use of “Wreck Hunter”
y Transport from/to Air or Ferryport
y Free Rods, tackle and bait, plenty of tea/

co� ee on board
y 5 nights B&B in the newly refurbished 

Compass Rose Guesthouse, 500m from pier.
Tel: +353 (0)21 483 2678
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T
he most popular item of 

electronics carried by most kayak 
anglers is the fish-finder, which 
is highlighted by the design of 
most angling kayaks incorporating 

recesses for housing the units.
For the uninitiated, a fish-finder is not a 

magical device that lands fish into the kayak 
for you; it serves to help the angler build up 
a picture of what is happening in the water 
column below them by providing information 
such as water depth, water temperature, sea 
bed composition and structure present or 
absent, to name a few. This can save time 
in looking for potentially good fish-holding 
areas when fishing ‘blind’.

A finder works by emitting a pulse through 
the transducer, which is set up below the 
waterline. The pulse passes vertically through 
the water column and is bounced back to 
the transducer when it hits the bottom, 
displaying the bottom contours on the screen 
in front of the angler.

Should there be any fish between the kayak 
and the seabed, then the pulse will pick up on 
the empty space in the swim bladder of the 
fish and display them as arcs or dots in the 
water column. Because the unit detects the 
empty space in the swim bladder, there are 
situations where fish will be present, but will 
not show up on screen – the fish might have a 

small swim bladder, or could be ascending or
descending when you pass over it.

Keep in mind that I usually look for fish-
holding structure with my unit; just because 
there are no fish on the screen, it doesn’t 
mean that they are not underneath me. Bear 
this in mind and use the information that the 
unit gives you with a bit of common sense and 
you will find the addition of a fish-finder a 
useful bit of kit to help maximise your fishing 
time on the water.

WHAT TO LOOK FOR
When looking for a fish-finder for your kayak 
fishing, the one thing to be absolutely certain 
of is that the unit is fully waterproof. That 
sounds obvious, but you would be surprised 
by the amount of units that are not.

Brands come down to personal preference. 
I use Lowrance units and I really like them 
but, admittedly, I have not tried other types. 
I liked the first Lowrance unit I got and have
continued using them since. I like the layout
and user interface, which seem intuitive, but I
have heard the same said for other units.

Next thing you need to look at is budget.
As with anything, there are great, reasonably
priced starter units, with the prices building to
levels that would make your eyes water. The
basic units give you exactly what you need –
water temperatures and bottom contours – so
anything you need to spend over and above a
basic unit is at your discretion.

I recommend buying a basic, simpler unit if
you have not used one before. It is a good way
to familiarise yourself with how it works, and
allows you to decide whether or not you want

a better unit or are happy with the basic unit. 
Extra money will give you extra features like 

a larger screen or an integrated GPS/chart 
plotter, for example.

As with any additions to the kayak, make 
sure you use marine-grade parts to avoid 
deterioration over time. Powering the unit is 
done with a small battery. I use a 12v 7ah battery, 
similar to that for a motorbike or house alarm, 
and I get a full day out on the water with it.

The affordability of fish-finders, with basic 
units to be found for less than £60, has made 
them accessible to more anglers. They seem 
easier to understand now and appear to have 
become foolproof. If you have been considering 
one for your kayak I would be the first to 
urge you to get it. It gives an insight and new 
perspective on what is beneath the surface. ■

Words and photography
by Gary Robinson

GET A FINDER
It is a whole new perspective on what’s below the surface

A more advanced unit gives more 
information and better de�nition

A basic unit is all you 
need to get started

Kayak design makes 
�nder integration easy
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UK’s Premier tackle for shore & b

www.uk-hooks.com

QUALITY

PRODUCT

SOURCED F
 P

£4.50
DELIVER

UK mainland usu

dispatched wi

24 hour
SPECIALIST, TACKLE & SO MUCH MORE 

MAIN STOCKIST OF                                         RODS
See our website for further details

www.swcanoeshow.co.uk
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Tackle
12 pages of tests, new 
products, ofers and 
insight into great gear

Tronixpro unveils a Continental beach rod that really 
bucks the trend in actually suiting British venues… 

TOP PERFORMING 

MEDUSA

I used a simple 

overhead thump style 

cast, and it really �ies
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Tested by Paul Fenech
Photography by Lloyd Rogers

TRONIXPRO MEDUSA MT
RRP: £499.99

I
’m going to be brutally honest and 
admit that I’m not a massive fan of 
Continental rods. In fact, I know it’s an 
absolute nightmare for anyone dipping 
their toes into this market for the first 

time – there’s just too many to choose from.
I’ve had many phone calls and emails over 

the years from readers asking me which 
models should they choose, and it’s not 
the easiest question to answer. The choice 
available is vast and you can pay as much as 
you like when purchasing.

Another point to make must be the use of 
fixed-spool reels. Ten years ago, the cream of 
British angling wouldn’t have ever dreamed  
of using a ‘mangle’, but nowadays, it’s the 
must-have reel.

Yes, it’s true that many match anglers use 
these long rods (and to great effect), but I’m 
asking the question: has it simply become 
the case that it’s all about adopting a certain 
image on the match circuit?

Don’t get me wrong, I do get the whole 
Continental style. When fishing into shallow, 
clear conditions, where shy fish may be the 
target, it probably does warrant the use of 
thin mainlines, tiny hooks, small rolling lead 
weights and hair-like hook snoods. However, 
if anyone can explain to me why some match 
anglers are using these same tactics in very 
rough, coloured conditions, then I’m willing 
to be educated further.

Some Continental-style rods, though, are 
better than others, especially if they can cope 
with typical British venues and conditions.

MAKE A DIFFERENCE
To be fair, the Medusa, from Tronixpro, is 
a Continental rod that actually suits British 
venues, with the added ability to adapt to 
others. For a start, the three-piece 15ft (4.5m) 
outfit has proper Fuji ‘K’ rings whipped on – 
not those fashionable low-rider options. 

Although it’s a three-piece, it comes with 
three carbon push-in tip sections that are 
rated at light, medium and heavy. The reel is 
secured with a Fuji DPS winch fitting.

If you’re a freelance angler, then perhaps 
you don’t particularly care about multi-tips, 
but they can actually make a difference to 
shore fishing at times. Match anglers, on the 
other hand, will find them extremely useful, 
especially if fishing a mixed-ground venue. 

An addition to the rod is also the option 
to purchase three glass push-in tip sections. 
Again rated light, medium and heavy, they 
cost £19.99 each.

The rod is nice to handle and extremely 
lightweight (there are counterbalance 
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You can rely on  
Sea Angler 

magazine to 
bring you news 
of all the latest 
and best tackle 

The rod registers 
bites brilliantly 

The Medusa is 

one of the better 

Continental-style 

rods I’ve come across
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TACKLE ON TEST

weights neatly stored under the butt cap) and
it does actually cast incredibly well.
I opted to use a medium carbon push-in

tip, along with a good old British two-hook
clipped rig and 5ozbreakout sinker.Myfixed-
spool reel was loaded with 18lb mono and a
tapered shockleader, and I used just a simple
overhead thump style cast.

EXTRA FUN

Casting-wise, it flies, it really does and
without anydrama. It sits nice andhigh in the
tripod and registers bites brilliantly – as you
would imagine with this type of rod. I was
fishing on the shingle stretch of coastline in
North Norfolk where dabs and whiting are
plentiful, and I had a lot of fun using it. It’s
always great to see bites and the rod tip being
pulled forward, even from a dab.
Conditionsweregood,withadecentcrunch

hitting the shingle and, every now and then,
a swell would break further out. Again, this
didn’t seem to affect the performance of the
rod. In fact, the rig I was using is a typical rig
I would use in these conditions with my own
‘proper’ beach rod andmultiplier.
The short, four-hour session resulted in

lots of fish, with plenty of double-shots too.
I’m not a huge fan of large fixed-spool reels
simply because I’m old school, but I
persevered, particularly as a large amount of
whiting and dabs were taking my bait. The
rod and reel did put extra fun into my day,
rather than just clipping and whacking and
reeling in every 15minutes.
I enjoyed using the Medusa, but must

confess it’s really not my style of fishing.
However, this type of rod does serve a
purpose in UK fishing and it is certainly one
of the better Continental-style rods that
I have come across.
The rod also comes with a bag and

protective neoprene hard case plus aMedusa
baseball cap too.Q

Available from all Tronixpro stockists, visit:
www.tronixfishing.com

The reel is secured 
with a Fuji DPS 

winch fitting

The three-piece 
15ft outfit has 
proper Fuji ‘K’ rings 

The rod comes with 
three carbon push-in tip 

sections, with the option 
to buy three glass ones

My fixed-spool reel was 
loaded with 18lb mono and 
a tapered shockleader 
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New Hi modulus carbon beachcasters from Okuma.
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Fantastic life preservation suit with

top quality integrated buoyancy in

both the jacket and trousers.

Features: Fully adjustable, Hood,

waist, braces, hand and ankle cufs,

crotch strap.

Detachable Hood, Fleece lining

body/hood and pockets with

Safety Whistle, Double fold

over pockets, Heavy Duty

Double front Zip.

This suit has so many

features, too many to list!

G E T M O R E T H A N Y O U P A Y F O R �3& )/27$7,21 68,7

.

£79.99

RRP:
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Amazing new material from Daiw

Incredibly light and soft yet fully
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These rods are solid, dependable and powerful; 
ticking all the boxes for any serious sea angler.
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Constructed from Vass-Tex 350 material, delivering unparalleled

levels of wind and waterproofing. With button over storm collar

and elasticated hem and cuffs.

-�%5$,' ;� � ���0 &+$575(86(

0$7&+ 685) �� )6 5((/

• 5 Ball bearings

• 1 aluminium

match spool

• 1 extra graphite

deep spool
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• Lightweight graphite frame and sideplates

• Forged and machined aluminium spool

• Machined brass main and pinion gear

• HT 100 carbon fiber drag washers

• Instant anti reverse bearing
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The new casting multipliers from Tronix are sure to be a huge hit.  

We have tried and tested these reels and found them faultless.  

Fantastic quality, performance and simply outstanding value for

money. Be sure to act fast, as these reels are sure to sellout.

TOURNAMENTMODELS NOW IN STOCK!
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The Penn Fierce II® offers

dependability and unparalelled

power at an affordable price.

Its field-proven oiled-felt drag

system is extremely reliable and

has the muscle to tame fish.
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Features an open CT frame
for easy line access and 2
stainless steel ball bearings
+ 1 roller bearing that
provide smooth and
dependable operation.
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• A heavy duty adjustable waist belt.

• Highly reflective tape.

• Neoprene cuffs.

• Removable fleece lined hood.

• Reinforced knees and bottom.
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Cleats • Internal pocket and

draw cord around

the chest

• Quad-Welded

seams for ultimate

strength

• Large heal kicker

•  New High Quality 

Vass Boot, wider 

calf and foot fitting

for comfort
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Delivers maximum weatherproofing in 

even the toughest conditions. Made from 

durable Vass Tex 350 fabric.
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Features a tough nylon
fabric construction with 
heavy duty stitching,
ensuring it can stand up 
to the stresses and strains 
of all sorts of inclement 
weather conditions.
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FULL RANGE

AVAILABLE ONLINE

FREEPOSTAGE
ON ORDERS OVER £50
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The Agility Surf Rods feature a powerful, lightweight high

carbon 3piece blank, designed to maximise casting

distance, while still delivering astounding bite detection.
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£44.99
RRP: 4 .

£35.99
RRP: 3 .

Smock Bib & Brace
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Mesh layered carbon blanks deliver a combination of 
lightness and power.  The centred real seat position 
makes for easier winding when the rod is loaded.
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Each rod is individually tailored to offer the perfect ‘all 
round’ actions, which mean they are as effective on 
clean ground as they are in heavy terrain.

0XOWLSOLHU
)L[HG

6SRRO
/HQJWK &DVWV 3FV 3ULFH

62���� 62���� ��IW ���R] � ������

62���� 62���� ��IW ���R] � ������

62���� 62���� ��IW ���R] � ������

7.

RRP:

£14.99
Now

&RGH %�6

':���� �OE�����PP

':���� ��OE�����PP

':���� ��OE�����PP

':���� ��OE�����PP

':���� ����OE�����PP

':���� ��OE�����PP

':���� ����OE�����PP

':���� ��OE�����PP

':���� ��OE�����PP

&RGH 0RGHO &DSDFLW\ 5

3(���� �� ���\GV���OEV � � ������

3(���� �� /HIW +DQG ���\GV���OEV ������ ������

3(���� �� ���\GV���OEV �� � ������

3(���� �� /HIW +DQG ���\GV���OEV � � ������

3(���� �� ���\GV���OEV � � ������

1(:

1(:

$*,/,7<�&$5%21�6($�52'6

&RGH 0RGHO &DVWV 3FV 553 1RZ

63���� 8SWLGH �IW � ����R] � �� � ������

63���� %DVV ��IW � ���R] � ������ ������

63���� )ODWWLH ��IW � ���R] � � �� ������

63���� 6HD 6SLQ ��IW ������J � � � ������

63���� 039 ��IW ���R] � ������ ������

63���� 6HD 6SLQ �IW �����J � �� � ������

63���� %RDW �IW � ��OE � �� � ������

63���� %RDW �IW ��OE � � �� ������

•Graphite frame and
sideplates with aluminium

•Forged aluminum spool

•6 stainless steel bearings

•Instant anti-reverse bearing

•HT-100 powered drag system
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Tel: 0141 212 8880     
e-mail: sales@fishingmegastore.com
www.fishingmegastore.com

Glasgow Angling 

Centre

Unit 1, The Point 

Retail Park

29 Saracen Street

Glasgow G22 5HT

Beach casting rods designed to suit all

conditions and casting techniques.

• Ultra light weight Blank

• Hi modulus carbon

&RGH 0RGHO /HQJWK 3FV &DVWV 3ULFH

69���� )L[HG 6SRRO ��IW � ���R] ������

69���� 0XOWLSOLHU ��IW � ���R] ������

69���� )L[HG 6SRRO ��IW � �������J ������

69���� )L[HG�6SRRO ��IW � �������J ������

',67$1&(�6$/7�%($&+&$67(56

• Deluxe Reel seat

• Put-in Joints
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The 7500 Elite from 
Abu Garcia is designed 
specii cally for UK saltwater 
i shing, and boasts a range 
of features to help handle 
the task with ease.
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• Long stroke forged aluminium spools

• Slow Oscillation

•  Fully Salt Water Resistant

• 7+1 Stainless steel ball bearings

• Machined aluminium handle

• Rotor brake system

•  Aluminium spools, 1x standard and

1x braid
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As part of Vass’s constant development this 

tough wader has become even tougher!
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The Ultegra XS-C builds 
upon the success of the 
famous Ultegra range, to 
deliver a large capacity, 
distance casting machine 
with little equal.
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Lightweight, powerful and 
reliable, the Envoy Fixed 
Spool from Tronixpro is 
the ideal partner for 
continental style surf rods, 
letting you cast to the 
horizon every time.
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NEW GEAR
Your insight into all the latest products for sea anglers

“Engineered 
to cast further 

and achieve 
more drag 

pressure, with 
a far superior 

resistance to 
corrosion”

PENN BATTLE II 7000LC 

FIXED-SPOOL
RRP: £129.99

The new Battle range of ixed-spool reels is extremely 
tough and designed to withstand everyday shore ishing 
situations. Engineered to cast further and achieve more 
drag pressure, these reels have been improved to last 
longer too, with a far superior resistance to corrosion. 

Features include a full metal body, oversized aluminium 
bale-arm and ive stainless steel ball-bearings that are 
also sealed.
Q�Available from all Penn stockists,  
tel: 01665 602771. Web: www.penn-ishing.co.uk 

TOP FEATURES
Q Full metal body
Q Oversized aluminium bale-arm
Q HT-100 sealed drag system
Q Five sealed stainless steel ball-bearings, 
plus an instant anti-reverse bearing
Q E-coating corrosion-resistance design
Q Techno balanced rotor
Q Line capacity rings on spool
Q Spare spool included

TRONIXPRO  

RIG WALLETS
RRP: £9.99, £14.99

Available in double or single wallets, these are  
super tough to combat the elements on the  
beach or boat. Both contain 16 clear, sealable 
compartments for keeping your rigs protected  
and stored neatly. Inside, you will also ind two  
mesh pockets  plus two outer, for storing other 
terminal items and essentials

The whole lot is inally secured with Velcro 
fastening around the item.
Q�For your nearest Tronixpro dealer,  
visit: www.tronixishing.com 

“Super tough to 
combat the elements 
on the beach or boat”
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PICK OF THE 

MONTH!

COX & RAWLE  

TOURNAMENT CIRCLE HOOKS
PRICE: 14/0 £2.75; 16/0 £3.25 per packs of one

These are heavy wire hooks that are incredibly strong and super-sharp.
They feature forged bends with an in-line, non-o�set point at 90º to the 

shank. Ideal for large species and sharks, and is IGFA catch-and-release 
compliant and tournament legal.
Q�Sold through Gerry’s Fishing, tel: 01524 422146.
Web: www.gerrysishing.com 

DAIWA TOURNAMENT 

COMPETITION 

SPECIAL BOAT RODS
RRP: £289, £299, £350

Designed and extensively put through their paces by top Scottish 
boat international angler Steve Souter. Available in three casting 
weights of 2-10oz, 6-12oz and 4-10oz, the blanks are constructed in 
such a way that blank-twist is reduced when under a heavy load.

Although each rod is equipped with forgiving tips, the sti� main 
blank means more lifting power. 

The 11ft version has three sections with a rating of 12-30lb, while 
two 8ft 6in two-piece models have ratings of 12-30lb and 20-40lb.

All rods are itted with Fuji guides and reel seats, plus a gimbal  
itted into the butt cap.
Q�Sold through all Daiwa retailers, tel: 01698 355723. 
Web: www.daiwasports.co.uk 

MILTON ANTI-

BACTERIAL 

HAND GEL
RRP: £2.20 PER 100ml 

This new antibacterial gel is just 
the ticket to take away the 
stinging sensation from any  
cuts and scrapes you get when 
unhooking ish.

Just one tiny squirt kills 99 per 
cent of germs in seconds with no 
need for water, and it comes in a 
handy 100ml bottle that you can 
keep in your tackle box or car. 

Perfect if you’re planning a trip 
to Norway, where the cod have 
bigger teeth, and can leave your 
hands and ingers with hundreds 
of tiny pinpricks. Non-sticky, it 
leaves hands smelling fresh, 
with an added moisturising 
agent to protect the skin.
Q�Available from most 
supermarkets, for more 
information visit:  
www.milton-tm.com
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NEW GEAR

GRAUVELL 
JINZA SUPER 
SOFT AND 
HAWK LURES
RRP: £3.50 - £4.50 per pack

Lure anglers on the shore and
aloat will love these new 

imitations from Grauvell. 

With many diferent sizes and
colours to choose from, there’s a
lure to suit your style of ishing
and species to target. 

Some have added lavours, such
as oil, salt and shrimp, to act as an
enhanced attractant.
Q�Available from Veals Mail

Order, tel: 01275 892000.

Web: www.veals.co.uk 

ASSO OBLIVION RIG 
AND LEADER MONO
RRP: £3.99 per 100m;  
£11.99 per 4oz spool

With breaking strains ranging from 15lb, 
20lb, 25lb and 30lb, this soft and supple 
mono is brilliant for tying hook snoods. 

It can also be used as a leader material if 
you’re lure ishing, or using light, 
Continental styles of ishing from the shore.
Q�Available from all Asso stockists, 

visit: www.assouk.co.uk 

TRABUCCO XPS SOFT 
MAX LEADER & XPS 
VELVET PROCAST MONO
RRP: £5.99, £8.99, £14.99

XPS Soft Max is a crystal-clear mono used for 
specialist soft rig bodies or leader line. It has 
no memory and is extremely shock and 
abrasion resistant. It is ultra-soft and has
undergone programmed stretching so it will 
help to set the hook and absorb hard hits from 
aggressive ish. Available on 50m spools.

XPS Velvet Procast is a mono mainline that is 

extremely soft and velvet-skinned thanks
to a silicone treatment. This means it lows
easily from the spool after casting, anti-tangle
and has no memory. It ties amazing knots and
is available on 300m-600m spools in
strengths of 7lb-28lb.
Q For more info or to locate a stockist,

visit: www.trabucco-uk.com
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“Added flavours 
act as an enhanced 

attractant”



FAX: 02380 773841

ind us on acebook.com/Poingdestres

POST & PACKING

Small items 
£4.00 

(not guaranteed 
next day)

Reels & standard 
items  £6.00 

Rods & larger 
items £8.00 

2 working days
ORDERS OVER £50

ARE POST FREE

IMAX STORM
SAFE BEACH SHELTER

£64.99

rrp £99.99

OUR PRICE

Light and strong
Can be completely 
closed
8 pegs included.

SHAKESPEARE AGILITY
BRAID BOAT 8FT ROD

£39.99

rrp £49.99

OUR PRICE

Slim, 2 piece, high-grade carbon blank�
Stunning dark blue satin matt blank finish�
Zirconium Oxide guides�
(ZOG)
Engraved aluminium�
reel seat
EVA handle�
Spigot joints�

SONIK SKS ‘BLACK’
SHORE ROD

Saltist 20 LD
Hyperspeed

ABU REELS

DAIWA REELS

Ambassadeur
6500 CT
Power
Handle

£275.00

rrp £325.99

OUR PRICE

£385.00

rrp £435.00

OUR PRICE

7HT Mag
£189.99

rrp £299.99

OUR PRICE

7HT Super 
Tuned Mag

Visit us 
online for 

more great 
reel deals!

6500i TSR

£119.99

rrp £134.99

OUR PRICE

£172.54

rrp £249.99

OUR PRICE

£109.99

rrp £159.99

OUR PRICE

6500 CT Mag
Hi Speed

7500i C3 Elite HS

£109.99

rrp £159.99

OUR PRICE

6500CT Premium
Mag Elite

£74.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

SHIMANO COMBO NEW ABU REELS

IMAX COMFORT
THERMO SMOCK

SHIMANO TLD 20 LEVER
DRAG MULTIPLIER REEL

£49.99

rrp £89.99

OUR PRICE

The iconic Shimano lever drag multiplier reel used
all around the world in both fresh and saltwater.
Four A-RB ball bearings ensure
a smooth release and

retrieval of line.

CENTURY KOMPRESSOR S
(RRP £425.00)

O/P £371.95

CENTURY KOMPRESSOR SS
(RRP £434.00)

£379.75

CENTURY TIP TORNADO LD
(RRP £385.00)

£337.00

CENTURY TT SPORT
(RRP £434.50)

£380.00

CENTURY TT SUPER MATCH
(RRP £430.00)

£376.00

CENTURY TT MATCH
(RRP £425.50)

£372.50

SONIK SK3
XTR SPINNING RODS

£40.49

rrp £44.99

OUR PRICE

8FT

£44.99

rrp £49.99

OUR PRICE

9FT

£53.99

rrp £59.99

OUR PRICE

10FT

£104.99

rrp £149.99

OUR PRICE

MUSTAD LUGGAGE

£34.99

rrp £49.99

OUR PRICE

RUCKSACK

£22.50

rrp £29.99

OUR PRICE

QUIVER

£14.99

rrp £

OUR PRICE

COOL BAG

NEW

ALL NEW CENTURY NOW
COME WITH NEW FUJI

TITANIUM K GUIDES
FACTORY BUILT

FINANCE AND
PRICE MATCH AVAILABLE

CALL 023 8051 0077
FOR DETAILS

PENN SURFBLASTER 8000
FIXED SPOO

SHIMANO BEASTMASTER
CX BOAT ROD

Featuring EVA front and rear grips for comfort
and durability, Shimano Hardlite guides, and
DPS-type reel seats.

SHIMANO BEASTMASTER
AX SLIM BOAT ROD

£49.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

7FT6 16-20LB

£49.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

7FT6 20-30LB

£49.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

7FT6 30-50LB

£74.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

7FT6 12-20LB

£84.99

rrp £119.99

OUR PRICE

7FT6 30-50LB

£79.99

rrp £114.99

OUR PRICE

7FT6 20-30LB

The addition of braid friendly
guides mean that they can

be used with either
mono or braided

reel lines.

Check
website out
for a full
range of rods

£152.99

rrp £169.99

OUR PRICE

8FT2 20LB

£152.99

rrp £169.99

OUR PRICE

8FT 30LB

SHAKESPEARE AGILITY
EXP TRAVEL BEACH ROD

£67.49

rrp £89.99

OUR PRICE

NEW
This is a 5-piece 
11ft 6” rod is 
designed for the 
travelling angler.

SHIMANO TLD20A 2-SPEE
EEL

ABU GARCIA
SUVERAN BOAT ROD

The tip action 
is progressive, 
but steely in the 
mid-section with a 
stiff butt, creating 
a rod with amazing 
sensitivity for bite 
detection and 
when fighting fish.

NEW

THE NEW GENERATION
OF ABU SUVERAN

BOAT RODS ARE HERE!

Deluxe Sea
Quiver

5ltr Cool
Bag

35ltr Rucksack

UNIT 11, SOUTHAMPTON TRADE PARK, THIRD AVENUE, SOUTHAMPTON, SO15 0AD

CALL THE ORDER HOTLINE 02380 510077
OR VISIT POINGDESTRES.CO.UK

000SQ.FT
HOWROOM

5 MINS

J3 M27

SPECIAL OFFER
ALL ORDERS OVER

£50 NOW POST FREE!

POINGDESTRES.CO.UK     MAIL ORDER HOTLINE 02380 510077

PENN 525 MAG 2
MULTIPLIER REEL

Gear ratio: 6.0:1
Weight: 409g
Line capacity: 
240yds/18lb

SONIK SK3 XTR
BOAT RODS

Features include:-

Premium carbon blanks�
with two equal sections 
for easy transportation.

Sensitive tip action for �
improved bite detection.

Hidden power reserves in �
middle and butt.

SiC guides throughout �
for use with braided lines.

Custom Sonik graphite �
fixed reel seat with 
aluminium hoods.

Triangle shaped Duplon �
fore gip for maximum
leverage and comfort.

£49.99

OUR PRICE

All models 7ft 6”

Available in:-
12-20lb,
20-30lb or 
30-50lb line 
classes. 

Ideally suited to both
monofilament and braid,
for targeting a wide variety
of species with natural
baits or artificial lures,

the lever drag allows
for easy adjustment.

Four A-RB ball
bearings ensure a
smooth release an

retrieval of line

£189.99

rrp £229.99

OUR PRICE

Ambassadeur C-7000 & C-7001

£84.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

C-7000

£84.99

rrp £109.99

OUR PRICE

C-7001

INTEREST FREE CREDIT

FISH NOW! PAY LATER... 0%
finance

Max term 9 months. Min monthly payment £25. All applications are credit 
scored. Ring us on 023 8051 0077 to apply. Full details on our website

NEW FOR 2015

NO ADMINISTRATION CHARGE

£299.99

OUR PRICE

14FT 4

£329.99

OUR PRICE

15FT 4

Fuji Alconite K series ��
guides.
Fuji reel fitting.��
Shrink wrap on the ��
lower handle to 
improve grip whilst 
casting.
White spliced glass ��
tips for easy bite 
detection in poor 
light conditions.

Incorporating a high modulus 
carbon fibre & low resin blend, the 
Gravity Surf rods have some of the 
highest strength to weight ratio ever 
seen in a shore rod.

SONIK GRAVITY SURF RODS

Featuring
upgraded more

powerful, yet lighter 
blanks from its SKS 

Shore Rod predecessor 
that will suit every 

casting ability easily.

NEW

£26.99

rrp £29.99

OUR PRICE

ICON TWIN HEAD 
TRIPOD BEACH REST

Strong and lightweight ��
aluminium construction
Black finish paint work��
Rubber coated non-scratch ��
rod rests
Fully adjustable butt cups for ��
increased height
Leg retention ��
system for 
transport and 
storage

SPECIAL

OFFER

Exage Spinning rod, 
4000RB Spinning reel 
and 300m of 8lb Aero 
Specimen mono

£44.99

rrp £59.99

OUR PRICE

This warm, comfortable
smock is 100% waterproof
to more than 10,000mm
hydrostatic head.

Available 
in M, L, 
XL, XXL 
or XXXL 
sizes.

£107.50

rrp £149.99

OUR PRICE

IMAX 2 PIECE 
THERMO SUIT

The 2 Piece Thermo Suit consists of a 
jacket and separate salopettes and is 
100% waterproof being made from a 
heavy, strong nylon shell fabric.

£89.99

rrp £129.99

OUR PRICE

Available in S, M, L, XL, or XXL sizes.

FIXED SPOOL

MULTIPLIER

OUR PRICE

12FT

£71.99

rrp £79.99

OUR PRICE

13FT

£80.99

rrp £89.99

OUR PRICE

14FT

£89.99

rrp £99.99

OUR PRICE

12FT

£71.99

rrp £79.99

OUR PRICE

13FT

£80.99

rrp £89.99

OUR PRICE

14FT

£89.99

rrp £99.99

DAIWA SAS MK7
2-PIECE FLOTATION SUIT

£109.99

rrp £124.98

OUR PRICE

Offering superior value, the Daiwa 
SAS Mk7 2 Piece Flotation Suit is 
the biggest selling flotation suit in 
Europe, being totally waterproof with 
a 5000mm hydrostatic head rating.

NEW

Available  in M, L, 
XL, XXL or XXXL  sizes.

£73.99

rrp £99.99

OUR PRICE

The Surfblaster 8000 
has been developed 
to achieve maximum 
casting distances 
and the immense 
winching power.
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You can rely on  

Sea Angler 

magazine to 

bring you news 

of all the latest 

and best tackle 

TECH SPEC

Q�MODEL: Truth SM

QWEIGHT:16.8oz

QRATIO:6.1

QBEARINGS:CeramicspoolABEC-7

Q CAPACITY:275yd/20lbmono;

450yd/50lbbraid

QPRICE:£349.99
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Built in the USA, the Truth SM beach multiplier raises 
the bar signiicantly on quality and performance

GOD BLESS 
AMERICA!

Tested by Paul Fenech
Photography by Lloyd Rogers

TRUTH SM MAG MULTIPLIER
PRICE: £349.99

I
sn’t it about time that someone took 

the high-performance beach multiplier 
market by the scruff of the neck and 
gave it a good old shake up? I think so 
and, thankfully, it seems our friends 

from across the pond have stepped up to the 
plate and have done just that.

Actually, the guys from the ‘land of the 
free’ and the ‘home of the brave’ haven’t just 
shaken it, they’ve squeezed life back into it.

The recently launched Truth SM 
multiplier is going to set tongues wagging 
among shore anglers all around the UK, 
and it seems likely to be a giant leap forward 
in beach multipliers since, dare I say, the 
original Penn 525 Mags were unveiled to us 
(weren’t they a creation from the Yanks too?).

At first glance, you wouldn’t think it was 
American because it looks incredibly British. 
There’s not a single hint of razzmatazz, bells 
and whistles or shiny plastic bits to tempt 
us. There aren’t even any stars and stripes to 
show it off. There is, though, a strong whiff 
of quality about it that is sure to create a 
huge amount of interest.

PLEASING ON THE EYE
As far as shore multipliers go, it’s not the 
lightest of reels and weighs a little over a 
pound – 16.8oz to be exact. First glances are 
also important, I suppose, and, to me, it’s a 
beauty that is very pleasing on the eye, and 
I liked it from the moment I picked it up.

Dressed in pure black, its looks are rather 
understated, while the wide-open frame 
reveals a lack of front and rear crossbars. 
The counter-balanced handle is short and 
stubby with a huge grip that is extremely 

comfortable and very easy to hold.
A smooth clutch wheel sits neatly 

behind the handle, giving way to the 
engine room that sits forward of the unit. 
Although this gearbox may appear chunky, 
it certainly doesn’t offer any balance issues 
when fixed to the rod.

The sideplate opposite shows off a 
mechanical spool tensioner, clicker button 
and the mag control knob that is slightly 
longer, making it easier to operate during a 
cast. The reel foot is part of the frame and 
solid, while a simple lever kicks the reel in 

and out of gear.
The spool is free-floating, and the thing 

that makes it stand head and shoulders  
above many other shore multipliers is its 
capacity. The SM’s spool will swallow a 
mammoth 275yd of 20lb mono, or a colossal 

450yd of 50lb braid. If you’re fishing 
from high ledges, cliffs or other 

structures, it will be reassuring to 
know there’s plenty of line on the 
spool in reserve.

ON THE BEACH
When fixing it to the rod, it’s clearly 

evident just how low to the blank the SM sits. 
Couple this with no crossbars to worry 
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about, and it’s dead easy to wrap your thumb
around the spool in readiness for a cast.

As much as I like every feature of the SM, it
would all be meaningless if it casts like a bag of
spanners, so it was time to get it on the beach
and have a go.

I’m a reel-down-low shore angler, so that’s
where it went on the rod. I decided to go easy at
first before opening my arms and giving itmyall.

After an hour the reel was singing a sweet
tune as I gradually pushed each cast harder.
I even sent a few higher so I could attempt
to adjust the mag control knob as my sinker
sailed away. The adjustment is incredibly
good, and the reel operation is very smooth,
even when the revs are maximised. This is
probably due to the ceramic bearings (yes,
there are ceramic spool bearings fitted)
playing an important part. The 6.1 gear ratio
is definitely a ticked box, in my book.

Happy with the reel and my efforts (I only
managed two crack-offs), I began to wonder
about how and where I would fish with it. To
be honest, it’s perfect for using over mixed
and rough ground where you need to pump
and wind more.

If you fish for smoothhounds, rays, cod and
huss from the beach, then the SM will suit it
well. Shore anglers who target tope will love
its big-bait casting capability and the extra
amount of line on the spool to cope with long,
hard runs. Match anglers will find winding
three doggies in an absolute doddle, and who
knows what tournament casters will achieve
with it? Inshore dinghy and uptide anglers
shouldn’t rule this reel out either; it will cast
and serve you well afloat too.

I’m going to use the Truth SM extensively
over the next 12 months to see just how well it
performs, but I needn’t worry about pushing
it too hard because there is a lifetime warranty
included. It’s a great multiplier and I like it.

I thoroughly enjoyed using it and can’t wait
to see how it performs with some decent fish
over the coming year. Q

Available from Gerry’s Fishing, 52-54 Marine
Road West, Morecambe, Lancashire LA4 4EU,
tel: 01524 422146. Web: www.gerrysfishing.com

Although rather 
understated, it is 

pleasing on the eye

The mag control knob 
is easy to adjust

The counter-balanced 
handle is comfortable 
and easy to hold

It’s so easy to wrap 
your thumb around 

the spool for casting



Arriving in early 2016 is the brand new Viper GT, featuring

Fuji DPS reel seat and Fuji K guides, with a slightly lighter

casting rating of 80-180g this rod is a great all round

fishing rod and is sure to be a hit in 2016.

RRP 4.2m £99.99 4.5m £119.99.

TRONIXPRO TRONIXFISHINGWWW.TRONIXFISHING.COM

DISTRIBUTED BY

2015 SAW CALLUM GRAHAM AND SAUL PAGE BRING HOME

WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP MEDALS USING OUR NEW RODS COBRA GT AND MEDUSA MT.

OFFICIAL SPONSOR TO 

ENGLAND’S WORLD SHORE ANGLING TEAMS

FOR ALL THE LATEST NEWS AND NEAREST STOCKIST VISIT:

AVAILABLE FROM RETAILERS AROUND THE UK & IRELAND

4.2m £299.99

4.5m £319.99

4.5m £499.99
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Taking the concept
of winter tyres into
your ishing boots

ROCKGRIP STUDDED GRUBS
SNOWLINE 8.5 BOOTS RRP £99.99

W
e’ve all been there before 

– that grassy slope or muddy 
track leading to the mark is 
undertaken with the agility 
of a ballerina. Despite one 

arm clutching your rods and a heavily laden 
rucksack doing its best to bring you down, you 
think you’ve cracked it, when, all of a sudden, 
your backside hits the deck and your pride 
takes a hefty blow - much to the amusement of 
your companion.

It’s not a laughing matter, particularly if the 
next time you slip, the only thing that breaks 
your fall is the raging sea itself, many meters 
down below you.

Sea anglers have paid particular attention 
to clothing in a bid to remain warm, dry and 
comfortable, but it’s only in recent years that 
tackle manufactures have applied any real 

thought to producing footwear designed 
specifically for the active shore angler.

A pair of walking boots offering good tread 
and ankle support has been the norm for a long 
time, but, recognising the need for something 
that offers a second-to-none grip for those 
heading out on algae-covered rock ledges in the 
middle of the night, some manufactures began 
offering spiked-soled boots in various guises.

COMFORT
One such boot is the Rockgrip Studded Grubs 
Snowline 8.5. At first glance you can see it 
is robust footwear with particular attention 
being paid to insulation and reinforcement. 
Take a much closer look and you will see a 
high-grade Vibram sole adorned with tungsten 
carbide-tipped spikes strategically placed at 
key points throughout.

Further inspection reveals a fleece lining, 
a 3.5mm highlight air trap layer, a whopping 
5mm of foam insulation, and all encapsulated 
in a super-tough, waterproof outer.

The brains behind the Rockgrip operation, 
Paul Rogers, is a mechanic and has simply 
taken the concept of winter tyres into fishing 
boots. But it was only after some very thorough

research across the globe that he found a stud 
type he was happy with.

Screw-in studs are nothing new, but the 
version used in these Rockgrip boots is of the 
best possible quality, ensuring that, as with 
those winter tyres, they will take a lot of stick 
before they show any signs of wearing down.

When I first slipped on the boots, what 
really struck me was their comfort. Armoured 
slippers would be a good description, and as I 
crunched my way along the tarmac to the start 
of a winding cliff track, I purposely headed for 
the muddy stuff. With both feet at a 45-degree  
angle, it was clear that I wasn’t going anywhere.

I actually found myself trying to slide, but 
it was simply not happening. Once on the 
mark, and with the rods out, again I tested 
the traction of my new ‘slippers’. Craggy 
limestone and wet, black, algae-smeared rock 
were no match for these boots with bite. The 
additional safety they offer alone means that 
they are worth every last penny in my eyes. 
After all, what price do you put on your life? Q

Available from Paul Rogers: info@rockgrip.co.uk
Tel: 01934 620160. See the Facebook page at:  
www.facebook.com/RockgripBootStuds/

Words and photography 
by Jansen Teakle

GET A  
GRIP

The high-grade Vibram sole is adorned 
with tungsten carbide-tipped spikes
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LRF / BASS / SPINNING / LURE FISHING BOAT FISHING

BEACHCASTING RODS AND REELS

Supercast RRP PRICE
Bass 11'6"FS..........................£180 £159.99
Surf 12F..................................£215 £189.99
Surf 12M ................................£215 £189.99
Surf 13F..................................£225 £199.99
Surf 13M ................................£225 £199.99
Surf 13PM ..............................£235 £210.00
Surf 13RG...............................£235 £210.00
Surf 14F..................................£375 £325.00
Surf 15F..................................£399 £350.00
Sand Storm 
12’ Fixed Spool ......................£185 £119.99
12’ Mulplier ...........................£185 £119.99
13’ Fixed Spool ......................£195 £126.99
13’ Mulplier ...........................£195 £126.99
11’ Bass .................................£160 £109.99 
Theory LOWER PRICES
Beach 12’ Multiplier...............£165 £99.00
Beach 12’ Fixed Spool............£165 £99.00
Beach 12’ Multi Rough GR ....£195 £125.00
Beach 13’ Multiplier...............£175 £115.00
Beach 13’ Fixed Spool............£175 £115.00
Beach 13’ Multi Rough GR ....£199 £129.00
Beach 14’ Fixed Spool............£199 £129.00
Beach 16’ Fixed Spool............£210 £139.00
Sea Bass 11’ 6” .....................£155 £99 .00
Sea Hunter X LOWER PRICES
Surf 12’ Fixed Spool 4-8oz 2pc .£64.99 £48.99
Surf 13’ Fixed Spool 4-8oz 2pc .£74.99 £54.99
Surf 14’ Fixed Spool 4-8oz 3pc .£94.99 £69.99
Surf 15’ Fixed Spool 4-8oz 3pc .£104.99 £79.99
Travel Surf Fixed Spool 12’ .......£74.99 £49.00
Travel Surf Fixed Spool 13’ .......£84.99 £59.00
Bass Fixed Spool 11’6 2-4oz 2pc..£64.99 £49.99
Travel Bass Fixed Spool 11’6pc .£74.99 £54.99

BASS

GRX-S Bass ...................RRP PRICE
11’ 9” ..............................£109.99 £89.99 
12’ 6” ..............................£109.99 £89.99 
BEACHCASTERS ............RRP PRICE
GRX-S Shore 

13’ Fixed Spool ................£119.99 £99.99
13’ Multiplier ...................£119.99 £99.99
Apollo
Extreme 13’ or 14’ ...........£199.99 See Web
Distance 13’ 6”................£199.99 See Web
Match 13’ 4” ...................£199.99 See Web
Triplex
16’ F/S 4-6oz....................£269.99 See Web
16’ M 4-6oz .....................£269.99 See Web
15’ M 4-6oz .....................£269.99 See Web
15’ f/s 4-6oz.....................£269.99 See Web
14’ M 4-6oz .....................£269.99 See Web
14’ M 3-5oz .....................£279.99 See Web
Centaur
TXS 12’ 6” M 4-6oz.........£149.99 See Web
TXS 12’ 6” F/S 4-6oz .......£149.99 See Web
TX 12’ 3” M 4-6oz...........£149.99 See Web
TX 12’ 3” F/S 4-6oz .........£149.99 See Web
Bass 12’ 3” F/S 3-5oz ......£149.99 See Web

Agility RRP PRICE
Long Surf 15’ 4-8oz...........£89.99 £74.99
FS Surf 12’ 9” 4-8oz..........£84.99 £69.99
MX Surf 12’ 9” 4-8oz........£84.99 £69.99
EXP Beach 11’ 6”-5 pce....£89.99 £74.99
EXP Bass 11’ 6”- 5 pce .....£79.99 £65.99

Bass Rods RRP PRICE
11’6” 2-4oz ......................£114.99 £79 .00
10’ Spin 28-85g ................£79.99 £55 .00
9’ Spin 15-55g ..................£74.99 £49 .00
Surf Rods
Regiment 420 14’ 4.2-8oz £240.00 £89  .00
Regiment 450 15’ 4.2-8oz £280.00 £99 .00
Beachcaster Regiment 
Multi Surf Rods RRP PRICE
14’ 4-8oz ..........................£240.00 £129 .00
15’ 4-8oz ..........................£280.00 £129  .00

Nexave Estuary Rods RRP PRICE
11’ 6” ...............................£119.99 £45.00  

Ambassadeur RRP PRICE
6500 Beast NEW ................£299.99 £259.99
6500 CS Pro Rocket 
NEW Black Edition .............£149.99 £109.99
6500 C3 Blue Yonder NEW £199.99 £149.99
6500 C3 CT Power Handle .£129.99 £89.99
6500 C3 CS Power Handle .£129.99 £79.99
6500 C3 CT Mag Pro..........£179.99 £129.99
6500 C3 CT Mag ................£179.99 £110.99
6500 CT Mag High-Speed ..£179.99 £109.99
6500 CT Premium Mag Elite .£169.99 £109.99
6500 CT Chrome Rocket ....£179.99 £109.99
6500 CS Chrome Rocket ....£139.99 £99.99
6500 TSR ............................£249.99 £169.99
6600 C4 CS ........................£129.99 £99.99
6601 C4 CS Left Hand........£129.99 £99 .99

MULTIPLIER REELS

Millionaire 7HT RRP PRICE
7HT Tournament ................£199 £104.99
7HT Mag ............................£299 £189.99
7HT Mag ST Super Tuned...£435 £379.99
Sealion Slosh & X RRP PRICE
Sealine Slosh 20 .................£150 £79.99
Sealine Slosh 30 .................£150 £79 .99
Sealine X 20SHA.................£210 £109.99
Sealine X 30SHA.................£215 £113.99
Sealine X 40SHA.................£225 £134.99

Black Gold Super High
Speed Reels RRP PRICE
BG20H ...............................£215 £169.99
BG30H................................£220 £169.99
BG35H................................£225 £179.99
BG40H................................£230 £179.99
BG50H ...............................£235 £184.99
Level Wind Reels RRP PRICE
20HA ................................£200 £174.99
30HA ................................£200 £174.99
40HA ................................£205 £179.99

Lightweight Bass Reels RRP PRICE
Ultegra 4500 XSC..............£154.99 £124.99
Ultegra 5500 XSC..............£159.99 £109.99

Surfcasting Reels RRP PRICE
Beastmaster 7000 XSA......£79.99 £54.99
Aerlex 7000 XSA ...............£89.99 £69.99
Aerlex 8000 XSA ...............£89.99 £69.99
Speedcast 8000 XSA .........£164.99 £119.99
Speedcast 14000 XSB........£139.99 £114.99
Ultegra 4500 XSC .............£154.99 £124.99
Ultegra 5500 XSC .............£159.99 £109.99
Ultegra 10000 XSC ...........£159.99 £129.99
Ultegra 14000 XSC OFFER ....£179.99 £149.99
Ultegra CI4+ 5500 XSB .....£264.99 £199.99
Ultegra CI4+ 14000 XSB ...£289.99 £199.99

RRP PRICE
Scandia Flotation Trousers £79 £49
Scandia Flotation Jacket....£109 £75
Two Piece Flotation Suit....£179 £115
One Piece Flotation Suit ....£139 £89

RRP PRICE
S-Line 656 CTM ...............£138.99 £99.99
S-Line 651 CTM L/H .........£143.99 £109.99
S-Line 757 CSM ..............£149.99 £114.99
Tourno 555 MM3.............£249.99 £219.99
Shuttle 656 SCM..............£214.99 £179.99
Tourno 656 MM3.............£249.99 £219.99
Tourno 666 MM3.............£249.99 £229.99
Orion Lever Drag 120LD ..£325.00 £259.99
Orion Lever Drag 121LD ..£325.00 £259.99
Scora Fixed Spool 100 .....£139.99 £119.99
Scora Fixed Spool 80 .......£124.99 £99.99
AK 100.............................£229.99 £199.99

BLUE LABEL RODS
Four & Bait Mk2 RRP PRICE
13’ Four & Bait Mk2.........£179.99 £139.99
14’ Four & Bait Mk2.........£189.99 £149.99

Six & Bait Mk2 RRP PRICE
13’ Six & Bait Mk2 ...........£209.99 £169.99
14’ Six & Bait Mk2 ...........£219.99 £179.99 

RED LABEL RODS
Tournament RRP PRICE
8’ Tournament Lure 7-30g £299.99 £259.99
8’ Tournament Lure 5-21g £289.99 £249.99
Estuary
11’ Estuary Mk II ..............£179.99 £149.99
12’ Estuary Mk II ..............£189.99 £159.99
Universal Bass
11’6” Universal Bass ........£224.99 £189.99
Tournament Bass
12’6” Tournament Bass ....£249.99 £199.99
Match Mk2
13’6” Match Mk2..............£349.99 £299.99
Tournament Match Mk2
13’8” Tournament Match Mk2 .£374.99 £319.99
Tournament Grad Pix
13’10” Tournament Grand Prix .£399.99 £339.99
International
15’ International................£299.99 £259.99

SURF RODS

Squadron Surf Rods RRP PRICE
Squadron Surf 14’ ............£89.99 £79.99
Squadron Surf 15’ ............£99.99 £89.99

Rampage II Beach Rods RRP PRICE
Rampage II 13’ ................£109.99 £99.99
Rampage II 15’ ................£129.99 £119.99

BASS RODS

Rampage Bass Rods RRP PRICE
Rampage Bass 11’ 6” ......£114.99 £69.00

Surfblaster Reels 
Smooth, quick turn drag 
system. Saltwater resistant.

RRP PRICE
7000FD £99.99 £74.99
8000FD £99.99 £74.99

Snowbee Kuroshio Black
Tide Slow Jigging Rods
See Website for detailsN

E
W

Snowbee Deep Blue Travel,
Spinning, Popping/Jigging Rods
See Website for detailsN

E
W

Snowbee Deep Blue Tarpon RRP
Spinning 4 pce...........................£229

Popping/Jigging Rods 5 pce.......£299N
E
W
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MAJOR CRAFT SKYROAD SURF 9FT
6IN, 5-28G LURE ROD RRP £180

I
t is amazing how much rod you can 

get for the money these days if you shop 
around, and this Major Craft Skyroad 
Surf 9ft 6in, 5-28g lure version, selling for 
roughly £180, is one of the most efficient, 

easy to use and awesome tools I have had the 
pleasure of using.

Lure rods have long ceased to be merely 
some cheap add-on fishing rod for me. I see 
no reason why the prices of lure rods should 
not be comparable with beachcasters. While 
£180 is not at the budget end of the scale when 
compared to what you could spend if you went 
looking, this rod is incredible value for money.

This 9ft 6in Skyroad Surf is light, well built, 

and I defy you to give this a waggle and not to
want to take it out bass fishing. Over the last
couple of years I have come around to the 
concept of using the longer 9ft 6in rods, mainly 
because I started to stumble across rods like 
this. Yes, it is a little longer than what I used 
before, but so wand-like and efficient that I 
can’t see how I could be losing out over, say, an 
8ft 6in or 9ft rod.

Of course, I like how the bit of extra length 
can help me get lures out even further if 
required – and this rod gets them out there.

ABSOLUTE DELIGHT
For me, lure rods designed for bass fishing 
should do all that I want from one rod. I don’t 
want to carry two rods, especially when so 
much of my lure fishing involves long walks, 
tricky terrain and the need to stay mobile.

I reckon this Skyroad Surf ticks all the boxes, 
except for those rare times when I might need 
to step up to much larger or heavier lures.

As comfortable with surface lures as it is with

cranking shallow-divers, and an absolute delight
for bumping weighted soft plastics down a run
of current, this rod also performs impeccably 
with fishing the likes of senkos rigged weedless 
and weightless at night. Put it this way – try as  
I might, I can’t trip up this Skyroad Surf with 
the sort of bass lure fishing I do.

I have used this rod with 4000-size Shimano 
and 3000-size Daiwa spinning reels, and like 
how the outfit seems to balance well.

I’m a big fan of the considerably more 
expensive Major Craft Truzer 9ft 6in,  
10-30g (costing £350+), but I have fished these 
two rods side by side and, to be honest, I am 
struggling to find any meaningful difference 
between them.

My initial feeling remains, the Major Craft 
Skyroad Surf 9ft 6in 5-28g is one of the best lure 
rods I have ever used, whatever the price. Q

Available from good tackle shops.  
Dstributed by Nice Fish, tel: 01983 869191.  
Email: info@nice-fish.com Web: nice-fish.com

Words and photography
by Henry Gilbey

REACH FOR 
THE SKY

This 9ft 6in lure rod ticks all the right boxes for the mobile angler

Quite simply, one of the best 
lure rods I have ever used, 

whatever the price. 
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480 FT OF
CRYSTAL
CLARITY

Find out 
more about 

Side Imaging 
by scanning 
the QR code

Humminbird® Side Imaging™ units give you the clear advantage.

The Ultra-thin beam scans an area of 240 feet port and starboard

of your boat (480 feet in total), which allows you to view detailed

bottom structure such as wrecks, reefs and sea bed contours like

never before, perfect for finding quality fish.

MARK WAYPOINTSZOOMSPLIT SCREEN

WITH EXCLUSIVE HUMMINBIRD® SIDE IMAGING™ TECHNOLOGY

Simon Smith with a 46lb 2oz caught from the shore

in Norway, using 6/0 Sakuma 545 manta extra

hooks.James Trevett w
ith a 21lb 13.5 oz Cod

from a Somerset reef m
ark. Caught using

5/0 Sakuma 545 Manta Extra hooks.
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Keep up to date with the latest tackle offers by going to www.gofishingoffers.co.uk

Glasgow Angling Centre, Unit 1, 29 Saracen St, Glasgow G22 5HT
Tel:0141 212 8880 Fax:0141 331 6340 Quote ref:00111S/A

PLACEYOUR

ORDERNOW

SHORE OUTFIT 
JUST £89.99!
Take advantage of this superb shore ishing package and save £75

 SAVE  
£75

*Plus £6.99 post and packing,  
UK mainland only.  

Email for overseas rates

T
HIS month’s reader o�er is a 
cracker and can save you a 
whopping £74.97 if you take 
advantage of it right now.

Star of the deal is the 14ft
Okuma Distance Salt Surf rod. It’s a 
three-piece outit that boasts a casting 
rating of 100-200g and is ultra-lightweight.

Made from a high-modulus carbon blank, 
it’s rung for ixed-spool use. It also features 
a shrinkwrap, non-slip handle, ixed screw 
winch itting and high-viz tip for spotting 
those all-important bites.

Accompanying the rod is the  
much-acclaimed Shakespeare Agility Surf 
80 ixed-spool reel. Purpose-built for UK 
shore ishing, not only can you expect
reliability, but other noticeable features 
include eight ball-bearings, a smooth drag 
system, aluminium power handle and

saltwater protection. There’s even a spare 
graphite spool included.

To round o� the deal there’s a 4oz spool of 
15lb Fisheagle Tourney Surf mono mainline 
and 100m of 50lb shockleader. The mainline 
is a handy hi-viz yellow so you can keep a 
check on where your rig is at all times, and it 
has a slim diameter of 0.34mm. If you need 
to punch your bait further out into the tide, 
the shockleader allows you to wind up a 
much more powerful cast, while keeping 
everything safe and secure. You can even 
use it to construct your own rigs if you wish.

If you want to take advantage of this 
fantastic deal, it couldn’t be easier to 
purchase. All you have to do is give the 
helpful sta� a call at Glasgow Angling Centre 
and quote the special Sea Angler code. Once 
they have your order, it will be packed 
securely and delivered directly to you.



tel: 01282 687 315

fishing products

Bait Storage Unit

www.octoplus.co.uk

*Not Photoshopped!

62Ltr

VIRTUALLY INDESTRUCTIBLE
PLASTIC:OCTOPLUS INFINITY

Visit us online for your local stockist C/OctoplusFishingProducts

M/OctoplusDirect

Made in
Britain

Durable & strong even in cold
temperatures

The box is strength tested to 400kg

Newly developed material 
to resist high impact damage

Multi-use Seat Box
with carry strap

58 x 39 x 38cm

Strong metal
handle with
ridged grip

Also available in many sizes:

Fishing Storage Organisers

Fishing
Carryall Box

41 x 22 x 25cm

FULFILL YOUR FISHING FANTASIES...
With an Angling Adventure at Tropic Star Lodge!

Fishing the legendary waters off Piñas Bay, Panama is a 
“bucket list” adventure for all anglers. Fulfill your fishing 
fantasy! Tropic Star Lodge has provided the ultimate in 
offshore and inshore fi shing adventures for our guests for 
the past 50+ years.  We invite you to discover why we’ve 
been named “the best fi shing resort in the world.”

www.tropicstar.com • reservations@tropicstar.com 
Phone: 001-407-423-9931

Piñas Bay, Panama

REAL SANDEELS - SCARCE AND
DIFFICULT TO CATCH?

. . . . THEN READ ON
Introducing . . .

AT LAST – A SANDEEL LURE THAT LOOKS AND BEHAVES LIKE A SANDEEL

MAXI-FLEX ANDEEL
from Interex Trading

www.interextrading.com

THE MAXI-FLEX SANDEEL

AS NEAR TO THE REAL THING AS YOU WILL GET
TWO year research testing and trials. Special Fu l Spectrum
Holographic Fo ls from the head down almost the whole body length
mean that these eels shimmer, and flash, just like the real thing. Two
translucent colours consistently -produced the best results, we have
called these ‘Blue Mist’ and ‘Green Mist’.

No need for masses of different coloured lures as the full colour
spectrum flash is achieved from the foils used in the MAXI-FLEX SANDEEL

Created from the study of real Sandeels; they swim, they dive, continually flash
and they get results.

Available in 8 inch, 6 inch and 4
inch with upturned hooks and
pre-weighted heads, in carded sets of
three of one colour, one of each size; or
available as singles in poly bag pack.

Prices: 4" Singles £3.20 each; 6" £3.80 each;
8" £4.20 each. Carded set – all three sizes – £10.60 each

See our full range at:

rokmax.com
Tel:  +44 (0)1635 500399    Email:  info@rokmax.com

�MHJLIVVR�JVT�YVRTH_ZWVY[ZÄZOPUN� '9VRTH_-PZOPUN

01635 500399

SHARK
MAKE 2016 YEAR OF THE  

We are the UK’s No 1 supplier  

of shark gear,  with friendly 

advice and expertise on tap.  

Call Allan or Duncan on
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FIRE UP THE 

QUATTRA!
Looking back at an era of ine ishing and 
huge casts, we remember some classic 
‘motors’ and the men who used them
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Words by John Holden
Photography by Lloyd Rogers

M
y first beach rod was the 

bottom two sections of an ancient 
Greenheart river rod with a DIY 
brass tip ring whipped on top. It 
got me fishing until my pocket 

money stretched to a tatty Modern Arms Sea 
King beachcaster built of cane, reinforced by a 
steel rod up the middle. It soon split, throwing 
off wicked splinters of bamboo. It ended its  
days standing in my dad’s garden, smothered  
in runner beans.

In the frustrating quest for a rod capable of 
really belting a 6oz lead weight, I resorted to a 
carpet cane; back then, carpet came wrapped 
around a length of sturdy bamboo. My cane 

In discussion about the 
Quattra with the late 

boss of Zziplex,  
Terry Carroll (right)
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was about 11ft long, half-an-inch thick at the 
tip and three times fatter at the butt.

Using my granddad’s magic candle trick, I 
straightened and tempered the pole before 
taping on a handful of welding wire rod rings. 
It was ugly and top-heavy, but hurled a cod bait 
out of sight if the gods were smiling. Mostly, it 
kicked like a mule and vaporised precious bait. 
We won’t talk about the snap-offs.

I couldn’t work out why it was not only 
spiteful, but such hard work, especially at 
modest range. Where the Sea King fished 
effortlessly, the same distance with the cane 
devoured twice the effort. This disparity 
between rods bothered me even more when 
better gear came along, including prototype 
Hardy tournament blanks, as well as the 
company’s lovely 6-9oz Tourney beachcaster. 
The muscle-bound rods were fine on a field, 
but the fishing rods equalled them on the 
beach, if not beat them.

WONDERFUL LEGACY

Around this era, the 1970s, a trend toward 
light, sporting fishing ran in parallel with the 
enormous interest in casting. The Ian Gillespie 
Cod Pole was an outstanding example of how 
decent casting performance could combine 
with premium fishing qualities in a rod that 
weighed mere ounces. 

Nothing felt as good as a Cod Pole with a 
lively fish on the end. In a sport so besotted by 
pure distance, the lack of top-end performance 
was its downfall. Even so, I could easily fish at 
over 120yd. I still regret selling it.

The Cod Pole left a wonderful legacy: the 
Breakaway lead. Lighter rods lacked the 
cranking power to dislodge a traditional grip 
lead from the seabed. Ian suggested using a 
lead with no resistance on the way back ashore. 
Step forward Nigel Forrest, the tackle genius 
behind the swivel-wire system who, with Ian 
and Norman Bickers, founded The Breakaway 
Tackle Development Company.

An excellent caster and angler, Nigel was one 
of the few tournament champions exclusively 
to use an off-the-shelf fishing rod, the Abu 
464. By far the most influential power rods 
of their day, the 464 and the 484 (same blank, 
different handle furniture) underlined how it is 
perfectly possible to mix world-class distances 
with great fishing performance.

I saw Nigel hit 250yd on many occasions 
using 0.40mm line and a 6oz lead. Only a 
handful of today’s big casters can put bait 
further out than he could.

The crucial factor for me was that the Abu 
464 was not only effortless, but a rod that 
anyone could use given a bit of practice. So 
again, the question arose that had been nagging 
at me since bamboo days: why are some rods 
easy and others sheer agony? How did a mere 
11ft 6in rod like the 464 combine classy fishing 
with stratospheric casting?

ARCHERY

I found the answers when I took up archery. 
The limbs (bendy bits) on a bow are designed 
to be drawn into a specific curve. An archer’s 
priority is to discover how hard he can pull, and 
how far. On average, a man draws about 28in 
and pulls about 40lb. Length and weight 

The original 
pendulum style 

draws heavily on 
body rotation

Paul Kerry set new 
distance records with 

UK-made Daiwas

Nigel Forrest 
casting the  
influential  
Abu 484



Available to download on 
Apple and Android devices

If you love Sea Angler why 
not try one of our other 

great angling magazines?
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established, you buy a bow designed to reach 
its full curve at your personal settings. Your 
bow will be accurate and pleasant to use, and it 
will shoot an arrow a long, long way.

Now, suppose you chose an English war 
bow instead. Your 40lb would flex the limbs 
only an inch or two. Let go, and the arrow 
would flirt all over the place and land a few 
yards away. It takes a pull of 150lb or more to 
bring a war bow to full draw, in other words, 
into its proper curve. At that stage the arrow 
will punch a hole through a knight’s armour 
at 12 score paces (240yd), the legal minimum 
practice distance in Henry VIII’s day. The 
challenge is to generate the 150lb pull.

That’s where I was going wrong with rods. 
Whatever the ‘draw weight’ of an ultra-
powerful rod, or even a carpet cane happens 
to be, quite clearly, I wasn’t up to it. The rod 
didn’t reach its full curve, and was therefore 
hugely inefficient and inferior to a softer 
fishing rod at everyday fishing distances.

I did much better on a field, where even the 
old bamboo touched 200yd. But there is a 
limit to how hard you can whack a rod on the 
beach, especially if you aim to keep baits on the 
hook. And if you don’t need the extra yardage 
anyway, why suffer?

MAINSTREAM ALTERNATIVE

Rod curvature, casting style and power flow are 
inextricably linked, and all three must match. 
The original pendulum style – not invented 
by, but lifted to new heights by Nigel Forrest 
– draws heavily on body rotation, as does the 
South African ground cast, which was then the 
mainstream alternative. Like Nigel and most 
of our contemporaries, I built my style on a 
solid foundation of body power. That is one 
reason why casters of my generation seem slow 
and relaxed, but still get good distance.

The aim is to bend the rod to its working 
curve fairly early in the power arc, most of 
the input coming from legs and torso turning 
powerfully in discus-throwing style. Roughly 
halfway along the power arc, the rod stiffens 
into a firm lever, allowing the arms to accelerate 
the sinker even more. Finally, comes the pay-
off, which is lost when a rod doesn’t work 
properly: the deeply-bent rod flicks straight to 
release its stored energy in a catapult action. I 
have a photo of Nigel in full flow showing the 
Abu 464 a split second before it unleashes a 
surge of creamy power. Notice that his arms 
have almost finished their work.

The Abu 464 inspired many of the best beach 
rods of the 1970s onward. The Cono-flex Cod 
series, semi-carbon 240T, Centuries, and the 
late Terry Carroll’s Zziplexes, including the 
unsurpassed 2500 (personal opinion, of course) 
and UK-made Daiwas, with which Paul Kerry 
set new distance records; all share some of its 

design DNA. The SurfStik rods I developed 
for Fenwick followed a similar route, with a few 
amendments to suit US fishing preferences.

Similar concepts held good when longer 
rods came into fashion at the end of the 1980s. 
The common factor regardless of length and 
sinker weight was a dynamic mid-section, 
bending nicely to store and release a caster’s 
energy. Even the mighty Neil Mackellow 
used tournament rods with plenty of life in 
the middle. From the average angler’s point 
of view, these super-rods were still usable. Not 
ideal, but nothing like as impossibly stiff as 
some of today’s rods.

The lesson I drew from all this is that the 
casting method to choose for beach and field, 
and the ideal tackle to go with that, is shaped 
and limited by physical build and strength. 
Since discovering the hard way that body 
power and a rod that really bends was my 
personal key to success, I’ve always stuck with 

that formula, even if it means using a 30-year-
old rod instead of the latest technology.

As Clint Eastwood said: “A man’s gotta know 
his limitations”. Time to fire up my beloved 
Zziplex Quattra and head for the beach. Q

The mighty Neil Mackellow 
made reaching big  

distances look easy

The Breakaway lead, a legacy of the Cod Pole

“The rod didn’t 
reach its full curve, 
and was therefore 
hugely inefficient ”



COMPETITION

Three each of multiplier and ixed-spool versions to give away

WIN AN IMAX FR 
MATCH BEACH ROD 
WORTH £149.99

ENTER
NOW...

WE’VE GOT
SIX RODS TO
GIVE AWAY!

Shrink-wrap also flanks the spigot

The range comes in both fixed-spool 
and multiplier reel (below) models

The rods have Pac Bay Minima guides

IMAX FR MATCH 
ROD FEATUREST

he new Imax FR Match beach  
rods are certainly impressing shore 
anglers everywhere – and no wonder, 
they’re brilliant.

Available in both multiplier and 
fixed-spool versions, there are three categories 
of Tip, Plus and Extreme to choose from.

All rods are two-piece, 13ft 8in outfits and 
lined with black and chrome, lightweight Pac 
Bay Minima guides as well as an adjustable, 
sliding screw-winch fitting.

They cast superbly and each model is 
incredibly easy to load up and fire your baited 
rig at lightning-quick speed. Bite detection 
is exactly what you would expect as the tips 
have just enough sensitivity to register those 
otherwise missed nibbles.

In association with Imax, we’ve got six rods – 
three multiplier and three fixed-spool styles - to 
give away in our free-to-enter competition. Q
For more information on all Imax products, 
simply visit: www.svendsen-sport.com 

WANT TO WIN

Go to www.gofishing.
co.uk and click ‘Win’ in 
the toolbar to enter, 
and then locate the 
giveaway for the  
Imax FR prize draw.

Simply type in your 
email address and click 
‘enter’ to be in with a 
chance of being  one of 
the six lucky winners 
selected at random.

This giveaway opens 
on March 10, 2016, and 
closes on April 6, 2016. 

There are other 
great free-to-enter 
giveaways on this site.



YourFishing WE WANT YOUR STORIES 
AND BIG FISH PICTURES 

Please email clif.brown@
bauermedia.co.uk and use the 

subject line 'YOUR FISHING'

SHORT CASTS
Stories from the world of angling

15 pages of our readers' catches, news and match successes

QCharter skipperNeil French tooka
dayof to ish on Martin Donald's 
private boat BluPrint out of
Littlehampton, West Sussex, and 
bagged pollack to 17lb 10oz and this
13lb 8oz bass, which was released.

Neil is the skipper of Spirit of Arun,
out of Littlehampton.

QPremier Marinas is holding a ishing
show at its Southsea Marina on April
30. Open from 10am to 4pm, there will
be services and products ranging from
angling boats to bait and tackle 
providers, electronics and clothing,
marine and engineering companies,
safety gear and ishing paddleboards.
Admission to the show is free, with
irst-come, irst-served parking.

QThis 8lb cod was caught by Sal Clark,
of Wotton-under-Edge, Glos, on 
February 10, while she was shore
ishing near West Bay, Dorset. Bait was
squid and rag on a size 3/0 hook.
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A Government minister has admitted that the
controversial rules for bass angling imposed
for 2016 may have to be revisited, but it is
feared that unless anglers continue to press
for action, the issue will be shelved until at
least December.

Speaking at a backbench debate in the
House of Commons, Environment Minister
Rory Stewart conceded that Defra may have
to look at commercial catch limits next year in
order to comply with scientiic advice.

He also repeated the Government's ofer to
work with recreational angling bodies on a
long-term management plan for bass that
builds on the lessons of the recovery of the
striped bass ishery in the USA, where a
greater proportion of the stock is reserved
for recreational ishing.

It was North Cornwall MP and angler
Scott Mann who led a three-hour backbench
debate to highlight the unfairness of the bass
measures on recreational sea anglers.

The Angling Trust and Bass Anglers’
Sportishing Society had been involved in
securing the debate, but Mr Mann had also
been briefed by Cornish campaigners Dr John
Tisdale, from Truro, and Paul Moore, of
Wadebridge, who provided him with a
discussion paper. It has since been sent to
Fisheries Minister, George Eustice MP.

The MP moved the motion, which was
agreed without dissent: “That this House
believes that the recent EU restrictions on

recreational sea bass ishing are unfair and fail
to address the real threat to the future
viability of UK sea bass stocks; and calls on the
Government to make representations within
the Council of the EU on the reconsideration
of the imposition of those restrictions.”

The Angling Trust and BASS want
restrictions on commercial harvesting
methods, such as gill netting, in favour of
sustainable methods, such as hook-and-line
ishing, for both the commercial and
recreational sectors.

Keep issue alive
Pointing out that anglers cannot keep any
bass for the irst six months of 2016, and only
one a session from July 1, Mr Mann added:
"The current situation we ind ourselves in is
grossly unfair on anglers.”

After watching the debate, Dr Tisdale, a
member of the Angling Trust, told Sea Angler:
“There was no action plan or time frame
agreed. In efect, the issue could disappear
until at least next December.”

He believes the Fisheries Minster is looking
to move on until the issue is raised again in
Europe, but anglers should strive to keep the
issue of RSA rights alive.

Martin Salter, Angling Trust's national
campaigns chief, said the body understands
the genuine anger and frustration of
recreational sea anglers at the “appalling
way they were treated last year by the
EU isheries ministers.”

BASS BAN 2016

Trade urges campaign support 

MPs back motion over unfair restrictions, 
but will anything get done without a plan?

The Angling Trades Association has 
welcomed the debate on bass, but is calling 
on all its members and anglers to support 
the campaign.

Naidre Werner, chair of the ATA, said:  
“We aren’t shouting loudly enough, either as 
businesses working within the sector, or as 
individual anglers."

She is urging everyone to add their voices 
to the messages that the Angling Trust, 
BASS and the European Anglers Alliance  
are trying to get across.

“It doesn’t matter what your personal 
opinion is of these organisations or their 
teams of people. The fact remains that the 
Angling Trust is the recognised national 
governing body for anglers in England, and 
the EAA is the recognised body for anglers in
Europe, and they are the organisations that
are being invited to sit in front of the right
people in Parliament (both in the UK and the
EU) to put across our opinions.”

Naidre continued: “‘So we need to be in it 
to win it – together. If as angling businesses 
and angling individuals we support the 
organisations that are there to represent 
our interests, then this will only add decibels 
to the noise we make.”

The ATA is urging support for the Angling 
Trust’s bass campaign by emailing EU 
Commissioner, Karmenu Vella, with a short 
message of support. The email address is 
karmenu.vella@ec.europa.eu. Please copy 
the Angling Trust’s David Mitchell in on your 
email: david.mitchell@anglingtrust.net.
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Pollack falls
to squid bait
This 18lb 1oz pollack fell to a whole squid bait
ished by RobGri�ths, ofThreemilestone,
Cornwall,whileishing aboard Robin
Chapman’s Bite Adventures, out of Penzance.

109SEA ANGLER ISSUE 529

Q Steve Bishop, of Bournemouth and 
District SAA, caught a double shot of 
lounders of 4lb 6oz, a new club boat 
record, and 3lb 2oz.

The ish were caught on January 24 in 
Poole Harbour, Dorset, on loat tackle, 
8lb line, size 1 hooks and king rag bait. 

They were weighed by the club 
secretary and returned alive to the sea. 

Both were caught aboard Steve 
Bishop's boat Tadpole.

QDevon angler Ian Hooper bagged
an 18lb 6oz cod from county’s north
coast, while his pal Kyle Blackmore,
of Bideford, caught himself a near
9lb smoothhound.

Both ish were taken on January 30
around 30 minutes after high tide.

They used crab and squid wrap baits
ished on a Pennell pulley rigs
containing size 3/0 hooks.

Two key organisations in angling have agreed 
to collaborate in a bid to secure a sustainable 
future for the sport.

The Angling Trades Association and the 
Angling Trust have signed a Memorandum of 
Understanding in an attempt to recruit and 
retain more anglers, as well as campaign to 
protect and improve ish stocks and the rights 
of anglers, and thereby generate more 
customers for the trade.

Angling and the industries it supports face 
huge challenges. The average age of anglers is 
increasing, coarse and game rod licence sales 
are declining and a recent survey showed a 
dramatic drop in weekly participation in
angling. Many companies involved in servicing
the angling industry are facing reduced
revenues as a consequence.

JOINT EFFORT FROM 
ANGLING BODIES

Bass anglers, charter skippers and tackle
dealers across the south-east and east of
England are coming together to ight
Fisheries Ministers' decisions that threaten
their sport and livelihoods.

As a result of the decisions on bass ishing
in 2016, a group has met witho�cersof the
KentandEssex InshoreFisheries
ConservationAuthorityand is indiscussion
with theneighbouringEastern IFCA tosee
what changes canbemade locally to close

the loopholes sobass stocksmaybesaved.
Proposals to introduceacompletebanon

unregulatedand licensednettingduring the
bass spawningseason, andbetterprotection
for immatureish in our estuaries are being
tabled by sea angling interests.

Sea anglers and charter skippers have
also ofered to help the two local IFCAs
clamp down on illegal ishing activity to
ensure the conservation measures are
adhered to and enforced.

Group seeks to close loopholes

MASSIVE COD
This 36lb 7oz cod is thought to be the
biggest of the winter season from the
Bristol Channel.

It was caught and released on February
16 by Ged Grears, of the Plough SAC,
Bristol, during a trip aboard Reel Deal,
skippered by Dan Hawkins, out of
Watchet, Somerset.

Ged ished a double squid and lug bait.

Q Connor Scanlon caught this 8lb cod 
while ishing at Barrow-in-Furness, 
Cumbria. He ished a size 5/0 Pennell 
rig carrying lugworms.

35 years for Irish Pairs
The legendary Daiwa Irish Pairs is celebrating 
its 35th year in 2016, and for many anglers it 
has become an annual pilgrimage to the 
Emerald Isle for ‘the ishing week of the year’.

It takes place from September 17-23 on the 
Dingle Peninsula, Co Kerry, with sponsor Daiwa  
ofering tackle prizes to the value of £10,000.

For further details, visit the event’s website: 
www.irishpairs.co.uk. For other queries, email: 
nickhaward@btinternet.com

The Angling Trust's Mark Lloyd and 
angling trades chair Naidre Werner
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QLeeWarwick,ofWestgate-on-Sea,
Kent, visited theSkarnsudetjord
centre in Norway, where he caught
a 19lb 8oz cod from the shore on
light gear with a shad. 

QZak Lia, from Cardif, caught a  
5lb 4oz bass from Cardif barrage 
during a South Wales SAC event.  
He was using a two-hook �apper, 
each hook loaded with around four
ragworms. The bass was unhooked
and released.

Q�Ian Sennett, of Horden, caught a
10lb 8oz cod on February 7 at 
Seahouses, Northumberland on
pulley rig with a size 5/0 hook 
baited with cart and bluey cocktail.

Q A trip out of Holyhead, Anglesey,
produced a 25lb conger eel for local
angler Jamie Buf Roberts.

He was aboard Spindrift Two, with
skipper Gareth Williams, when the ish
took a whole mackerel on a size 8/0
Pennell rig.

Our readers' catches, news and match ishing success stories

The Angling Trust has named its international 
teams for 2016. The teams selected are:

Q�33rd World Seniors Shore Angling 
Champs, Ireland, November 12-19: 
Richard Yates, Saul Page, Darren Newland,  
Ian Golds, Bill Lindield, Gareth Gri�ths 
(reserve) and Malcolm Stote (manager).
Q�24th World Ladies Shore Angling 
Champs, Ireland, November 12-19: 
Pauline Ferry, Heather Lindield, 
Rebecca Adams, Nicola Frewin, Loraine Perry, 
Kimberley Lawn (reserve) and Mark Hurcombe 
(manager).
Q�52nd World Boat Champs, Montenegro, 
September 24-October 1: Colin Searles, 
Gary Galbraith, Mark Smith, Cliford Newbold, 
Matt Osborne (reserve) and Rolf Marschalek 
(manager/squad).
Q�25th World Big Game/Trolling Champs, 
Mexico, November 5-12: Bob Challis, 
Andy Atkins, Peter Bailey and Jack Challis
Q�24th World Champs Shore Angling 
Clubs, Belgium, April 23-30: SAMF and 
Southampton SAC.
Q�Home Nations Boat Champs, Milford 
Haven, July 13-17: Mike Lelliot, Gareth Croft, 

Martin Bobbett, Brett Lomas, Clif Williams 
(reserve) and Steve Batchelor (manager/
squad).
Q�Home Nations Shore Angling Champs 
for ladies, men, juniors & yYouths, North 
Norfolk, July 7-9: Men – Kenny McCoy,  
Kirk Watson, Andy Gallacher, Oliver Hopkins, 
George Smith, Mike Brown (reserve) and 
Richard Yates (manager).  
Ladies – Wendy Metcalfe, Rachael Jarman, 
Rebecca Adams, Heather Lindield,  
Nicola Frewin, Loraine Perry (reserve) and  
Kay Brown (manager).
Juniors (U16) – selected October 2015: 
 Joseph Smith, Jack Cairns, Oliver Saint, Rhys 
Hayward, Callum Jones, Adam Molloy 
(reserve),  David Graham (manager), and 
George Cunningham (assistant manager).
Youth (U21) – Toby Oldield, Charlie Tudball, 
Keelan Owen, Henry Randell, Callum Graham, 
and Mark Hurcombe (manager).
Q�Included in the mens' squad: Malcolm Stote, 
Dene Conway, Peter Cracknall, Tom Bagnall, 
Mike Groves, Rob Marshall, Dave Lane,  
Mark Hiscott, Julian Shambrook, John Brown, 
Gary Geoghegan, Martyn Reid, Christian Snow 
and Russell Taylor.

England teams for big events
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Alykat is back
Charter skipper Dave Roberts has sold his Cougar
10m new-build project Alykat Too and will be
operating his Southcat, called Alykat (right).

 “She served me well as a charter boat for the
past 18 months, standing in for my trusty
Alykat, which is now up and running again for
the new season,” said Sea Angler contributor
Dave, who operates out of Minehead. If you
fancy a trip, call Dave, tel: 07764 150648.

Q Two anglers 
ishing the 
Skerries of 
Dartmouth,
Devon, caught
ive specimen
dabs among a
catch of 13.

Eleven of the
ish, caught
by Gordon
Richards
(right), of
Paignton,
Devon, and his
pal Rob Jones,
weighed more
than 1lb. Rob had ish to 1lb 5oz, while 
Gordon’s three largest were 1lb 6oz 
11dr, 1lb 6oz 14dr and 1lb 8oz 7dr. 
They also caught ive plaice.

The bait used was black lug on a 
two-hook �owing trace with small 
red and clear beads with size 2 
Sakuma stinger hooks.

Joe Gardner, from Plymouth, Devon, 
caught a 4lb 15oz spotted ray from a 
South Devon beach mark. Fishing on 
January 30, he used a drop-down Pennell 
pulley rig with size 3/0 Sakuma Manta 
Extra hooks baited with a large sandeel.
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SHORT CASTS
Stories from the world of anglingA British record-breaking spurdog has been 

caught and released from a Dorset charter boat.
The 24lb 8oz ish (see page 114) was caught 

by Kevin Reay, from West Sussex, while
ishing at anchor over a bank to the east of 
Weymouth. The current British record  
stands at 24Ib 5oz.

“Kevin didn't want to kill such a superb ish so 
it was weighed , photographed and returned 
alive,” said Colin Penny, skipper of Flamer IV, 
out of Weymouth. “This big spur also beat the 
Flamer IV record, which stood at 20Ib.”

Kevin used 20lb-class tackle with a Pennell 

rig baited with a squid and mackerel cocktail.
The big spur was caught while ishing at

anchor on a bank to the east of Weymouth
aboard Flamer IV.
Q Another Weymouth charter boat has 
produced spurdogs to 22lb and a 62lb conger
eel. A 19lb 1oz spurdog was caught by Chris
Reeked, of South Petherthon, Somerset,
while ishing from Jef Clarke’s Duchess II.

The same trip produced a 62lb conger for
Geof Dyke, of Wells, who followed it up on
another trip with a 22lb spurdog. There was
also a 3lb 4oz whiting for Dave Pettigrew.

RECORD BREAKER

Chris Reeked 

Geof Dyke

Dave Pettigrew

Q Whitby SAA member Ben Laws 
bagged a superb 12lb 8oz cod in a 
match-winning bag of 17lb 9oz on 
his penultimate cast of a three-hour 
club event on February 10. It took a 
Pennell rig loaded with fresh lug.

Q Deal angler Dan Townsend caught 
a 7lb 7oz female thornback ray and a 
5lb male at Sandwich Bay, Kent, on 
January 30. Both fell to herring baits 
on size 2/0 hooks.

QSkipper Ryan Casey has boated a 
personal best blonde ray of 34lb 9oz.

The angler, from Weymouth, who 
runs the charter boat Meerkat, was 
ishing with a friend when they 
boated 15 conger eels and eight rays.

Ryan caught four blondes to 34lb 
9oz, an undulate of 16lb 6oz and a 
13lb 5oz thornback in six drops in 30 
minutes. "Three were new PBs and 
more than 100 per cent specimen 
size,” he said.

Orkney Boats has announced the addition 
of a new 25ft model to its Pilothouse range.

The new model, following in the 
footsteps of the Pilothouse 20. 24 and 27, 
adopts the same principles that Orkney 
has become renowned for, such as robust, 
seaworthy design with uncompromised 
sea-keeping skills.

Particular focus has again been 
given to Orkney’s sea angling 
pedigree with a Day Angler version
available, featuring rod racks and
holders, and a baiting station
including an aerated livebait well,
tackle drawer and storage 
cupboard, chopping board and sink.

The new 25, which will supersede
the existing 24, has a larger cockpit
area that is part covered by an
overhanging wheelhouse, giving
excellent storage and a spacious
platform with enough room for ive
to six people to ish from. With a
range of diferent engine options

up to 240hp, the emphasis has been on 
ensuring good performance and economical 
running costs.

For further details, or to ind your  
nearest retailer, tel: 01243 551456,  
email: sales@orkneyboats.co.uk or visit 
www.orkneyboats.co.uk

New Pilothouse from Orkney
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Sea Angler's celebration of the great angling achievements of 
its younger readers. Look at the smiles, didn’t they do well?  

YOUNG RODS

AwholemackerelmountedtoaPennell-pulleyrig
temptedthis13lb2ozundulaterayfor14-year-old
ElliottWebb.TheCowes,IsleofWightladwasshore
ishing at Alum Bay when the ish struck.

Q�Lytham, Lancashire lad Connor Norman 
ished a daylight session on Blackpool’s north 
pier after it featured in Sea Angler. Using 
a worm and mackerel cocktail, he landed 
this 2lb 8oz dogish. The eight-year-old is a 
member of the local Springield Anglers SAC.

Q�Finlay Newton, 15, presented a whole 
squid on a Pennell-pulley rig to bag this 
bass weighing 4lb 2oz. The Holt, Norfolk 
youngster was ishing at nearby Wells  
quay in 5ft of water.

Q�Roker pier in Sunderland, Tyne & Wear, 
has enjoyed a decent cod season, and that’s 
exactly where 15-year-old Rhys Liddle, 
from nearby Ryhope, headed. Fishing the 
roundhead, he caught this 4lb 10oz codling 
using lugworms on a pulley rig.

Q�While ishing aboard charter vessel 
Pegasus, skippered by Phil Hodder out of 
Lyme Bay, Dorset, Michael Hawker bagged 
this 7lb thornback ray. The 12-year-old, 
from St Albans, in Herts, used a two-hook 
spoon rig loaded with ragworms and squid.

Q�Chris McCarthy, from Whitby, North 
Yorkshire, ished a local rock mark and 
landed his best cod to date with this 
fantastic ish weighing 9lb 7oz.  
The 15-year-old, who is a member of 
Whitby SAA, used a single-hook rig armed 
with a cocktail of worms and shellish.

Q�A bunch of ragworms on a  
single-hook running leger rig  
helped Alfie Cruse, from Plymouth, 
Devon, lure this cracking �ounder 
of 3lb 3oz 8dr. It was part of a  
four-ish bag when he ished in the 
estuary at Kingsbridge, Devon.

SHORE 

WINNER

YOUR FISHING



PRIZES

FOR THE

BEST SHORE-

CAUGHT

FISH

Our shore winner 
gets a Shakespeare 

Agility 12ft 9in rod and 
Ambassadeur 6500C3CT 

reel, and the boat choice gets an 
Ugly Stik 12/20 rod with Seven ARC  

baitcast reel. The sponsor 
reserves the right to send an 

alternative prize to an equal value.
■ We prefer digital photographs sent by 

email to paul.fenech@bauermedia.co.uk 
Make sure you include the details listed on 

the form (below). Prints can be sent by post.

THE PRIZES
PRIZES

 FOR THE 

BEST BOAT-

CAUGHT 

FISH
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David Wirth shows
of a magniicent
blonde ray weighing
17lb 2oz. The 
14-year-old used
a live mackerel on
a running leger rig
while boat ishing
in Portland harbour,
in Dorset.

QA trip aboard a family boat in good conditions saw 14-year-old
Josh White reel up this codling weighing 2lb 8oz. He used a chunk of
mackerel mounted to a size 2 hook and zip-slider rig.

QThis 7lb coalish fell to the rod of 12-year-old Conor Henderson
when he worked a sandeel imitation lure in Donegal Bay, Ireland.
The ish put up a spirited ight in 50m of water before Conor inally
got it to the boat.

Young rods
entry form
First name:

Surname:

Age:

Daytime tel:

Address:

Postcode:

Email:

Type of ish:

Date caught:

Caught at:

Weight:

Bait:

Rig/tackle:

Shore     

Charter boat       

Private boat

Boat name:

Skipper:  

Port:

                        

My ish was returned      

Not returned      

I enclose an SAE

Post to...
Young Rods, Sea Angler
magazine, Bauer Media,
Media House, Lynchwood, 
Peterborough PE2 6EA.
I have the permission of my
parent/guardian for my picture
to be used by Sea Angler
(tick box)

Bauer Media, publisher of Sea Angler,
may also from time to time contact you 
by post or phone. Please tick if you do not 
wish to be contacted by us or carefully 
selected partner organisations  
* We will communicate with you from 
time to time with relevant promotions 
from Bauer Media, publisher of Sea 
Angler. You can of course unsubscribe at 
any time and your details will never be 
passed on to other organisations. 

✃

CALLING 

ALL YOUNG 

ANGLERS... 

WE WANT 

YOUR PICS!
Please email them 

to paul.fenech@

bauermedia.co.uk

Q�Luke Preston, 10, used frozen 
black lug on a two-hook lapper 
rig to lure this 42cm lounder.  
He was shore ishing at a local 
Cumbrian venue, and returned 
the ish shortly after weighing.

Q�Archie Sweetland didn’t tell 
us his age, where he’s from or 
even where he ished, but he 
enjoyed a cracking day’s boat 
ishing recently. Using chunks 
of mackerel, he bagged bass, 
plaice and conger eels, and 
rounded the day of nicely  
with this small-eyed ray 
weighing 5lb 14oz.

BOAT 
WINNER
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■ Only ish caught since 
January 2016 are eligible. 
■ We must see a picture of the 
ish. We may refuse an entry.
■ You can claim one badge 
per species in an issue.
■ A further badge can be 
awarded in future only if you 
set a new personal best. 
■ You must send one irst-
class stamp with your entry 
form (no envelope required), 
so that we can send your 
badge, and return your photo.
■ Digital pictures and details 
to paul.fenech@bauermedia.
co.uk. You must send a stamp 
if you want a badge.
■ Prizes are as stated. The 
editor chooses the winners 
and no correspondence will 
be entered into on decisions.

Catch a fish of this weight or above
in your region to qualify for a badge.
South is the area below a line drawn
from the River Mersey to The Wash.
North is the area above a line drawn
from the River Mersey to The Wash.

NORTH
Shore Boat

Bass 6lb 7lb
Blackbream 1lb 2lb
Redbream 2lb 2lb
Couch's&
Pandora'sbream 1lb 1lb
Giltheadbream 2lb 2lb
Ray'sbream 3lb 3lb
Brill 2lb 4lb
Bullhuss 7lb 12lb
Cod 8lb 19lb
Conger 19lb 30lb
Dab&megrim 1lb 1lb
Dover/lemonsole 2lb 2lb
Flounder 2lb 2lb
Ling 5lb 18lb

Mullet 3lb 4lb
Plaice 2lb 4lb
Pollack/coalfish 6lb 10lb
Commonskate 60lb 140lb
Blonderay 10lb 14lb
Thornbackray 8lb 13lb
Small-eyed/undulate 6lb 10lb
Ray(other) 3lb 4lb
Sting/eagleray 20lb 25lb
Smoothhound 8lb 9lb
Spurdog 6lb 10lb
Tope 27lb 35lb
Turbot 4lb 12lb
Wrasse(ballan) 3lb 3lb
Wrasse(other) 1lb 1lb
Blueshark - 52lb

Porbeagle/thresher - 155lb

SOUTH
Shore Boat

Bass 8lb 9lb
Blackbream 2lb 3lb
Redbream 2lb 3lb
Couch's&
Pandora'sbream 1lb8oz 1lb8oz
Giltheadbream 4lb 4lb

Ray'sbream 3lb 3lb
Brill 3lb 5lb
Bullhuss 8lb 12lb
Cod 8lb 19lb
Conger 20lb 40lb
Dab&megrim 1lb 1lb
Dover/lemonsole 2lb 2lb
Flounder 2lb 2lb
Ling 5lb 19lb
Mullet 4lb 5lb
Goldengreymullet 2lb 2lb
Plaice 2lb 4lb
Pollack/coalfish 6lb 12lb
Commonskate 60lb 100lb
Blonderay 12lb 17lb
Thornbackray 9lb 14lb
Small-eyed/undulate 7lb 11lb
Ray(other) 3lb 5lb
Sting/eagleray 20lb 25lb
Smoothhound 10lb 14lb
Spurdog 7lb 11lb
Tope 27lb 35lb
Turbot 10lb 13lb
Wrasse(ballan) 4lb 4lb
Wrasse(other) 1lb 1lb
Blueshark - 60lb
Porbeagle/thresher - 113lb

Targets The rules

PAUL BLEHS, BOURNEMOUTH, DORSET. 
Fish: 4lb flounder. Bait: Ragworms 
on a two-hook flapper.  
Venue: Poole, Dorset. Date: Jan 21.

JAMES TREVETT, 

SIDMOUTH, DEVON. 

Fish: 21lb 13oz 8oz cod. 
Bait: Bluey wrapped with 

squid. Venue: Shurton reef, 
Somerset. Date: Feb 11.

YOUR FISHING

Mission
Catch a specimen �sh to earn yourself
a Shimano Mission Accomplished
badge, plus a chance of winning quality
shore or boat tackle every month

F
ANCY winning tackle from 
Shimano by catching a ish?  
Your target is to catch one
over the weight given on our
nominated species list.

If you do, you win a Mission 
Accomplished badge and the chance of
a great monthly tackle prize.

Each month we award a Shimano Nexave
Surf 400 ive-piece rod and a Ultegra Surf
5500SC ixed-spool reel, worth a total of
£320, to the captor of the best shore ish,
chosen on merit.

The top boat angler each month, 
chosen on merit, gets a Beastmaster AX
Boat Slim rod and a Tyrnos 20 multiplier
reel, worth a total of £320.

SHORE: JamesTrevett,21lb13oz 8dr cod

BOAT: KevinReay,24lb8ozspurdog

Monthly winners

NEW MISSION 
RECORD 
KEVIN REAY, 
LANCING,  
WEST SUSSEX. 

Fish: 24lb 8oz 
spurdog. 
Bait: Squid and 
mackerel on 
a Pennell rig. 
Venue: Flamer 
IV (Colin Penny), 
Weymouth, 
Dorset. 
Date: Feb 18.

BOAT 
WINNER

SHORE 
WINNER
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SHARE YOUR CATCH PICS AND
STORIES ON OUR FACEBOOK PAGE

www.facebook.com/seaanglermag

Name

Age

Address

Postcode

Tel

Email

Type of fish

Caught at

Weight

Date caught

Bait/Rig

Caught from: shore � boat �

Boat name

Skipper

Port

Witness & tel

My fish was returned�

was not returned�

NO STAMP, NO BADGE!

Post to: Shimano Mission Accomplished,
Sea Angler magazine, Media House,
Lynchwood, Peterborough Business Park,
Peterborough PE2 6EA

Badges are only sent out after your

name appears in the magazine.

Enclose one first-class stamp.

Bauer Media, publishers of Sea Angler, may also
from time to time contact you by post or phone.
Please tick if you do not wish to be contacted by
us ■ or carefully selected partner organisations ■

■ We will communicate with you from time to time 
with relevant offers and promotions from Bauer 
Media, publishers of Sea Angler. You can of course 
unsubscribe at any time and your details will never 
be passed on to other organisations.

Entry form

✃

LEE HUGHES, DORCHESTER, DORSET. 

Fish: 3lb plaice. Bait: Lugworms on a  
pulley rig. Venue: Chesil Beach, Dorset.  
Date: Jan 21.

DEAN MORGAN, BRISTOL. 

Fish: 39lb 3oz tope. Bait: Launce wrapped 
with squid. Venue: Alderney, Channel 
Islands. Date: Jan 14.

STEVE DOBBINS,  
GOSPORT, HAMPSHIRE. 

Fish: 17lb 10oz pollack.  
Bait: Two squid on a Pennell 
rig. Venue: Last Laugh 
(John Skeggs), Lymington, 
Hampshire. Date: Dec 13.

CHRISTOPHER MATHER, 
ELY, CARDIFF. 

Fish: 14lb 9oz bass.  
Bait: Black lug and 

peeler crab on a pulley 
rig. Venue: Barry, Vale of 
Glamorgan. Date: Feb 11.

ANDY WRAY,
LYME REGIS,
DORSET. 

Fish: 15lb 4oz 
pollack. 
Bait: 
Sidewinder 
lure. 
Venue: 
Supanova 
II (Lyle 
Stantiford), 
Weymouth, 
Dorset. 
Date: Feb 11.

Q Best boat-caught fish 
wins tackle worth £320  
Q�Best shore-caught fish 
wins tackle worth £320

SEND US YOUR MISSION 
ENTRIES AND WIN 

THESE GREAT PRIZES
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BADGE WINNERS

BASS SHORE
ChristopherMather, Cardif, 
14-9*, Barry
Barry Wilmshurst, Deal, 
10-4*, Deal

COD SHORE
Mat Beard, Highbridge, 11-0, 
Kilve
Ollie Butler, Bridport, 9-11, 
Cogden
Richard Cowie, Bosham, 
12-8, Pagham
James Trevett, Sidmouth, 
21-13-8, Shurton reef

COD BOAT
Dan Scott-Jordan, Watchet, 
33-0*, Watchet
Kody Sherwood, Watchet, 

31-5, Watchet

FLATFISH SHORE
Paul Blehs, Bournemouth, 
4-0, Poole
Lee Hughes, Dorchester, 3-0 
plaice, Chesil Beach
Pete Richardson, B'mouth, 
3-11 lounder, Poole

POLLACK BOAT
Terry Dadds, Saltash, 12-12, 
Plymouth
Steve Dobbins, Gosport, 
17-10, Lymington
Andy Wray, Lyme Regis, 
15-4, Weymouth

RAY SHORE
Ray Bryce, Plymouth, 6-1-12 
spotted*, South Devon
Justin Malin, Shanklin, 15-3 
undulate*, Sandown Bay

RAY BOAT
Steve Dobbins, Gosport,
16-10 undulate*, Langstone
harbour

SHARK SHORE
Marc Boyce, Clevedon, 38-3
tope*, Alderney
Matt Foweraker, West
Huntspill, 9-7 bull huss*,
Bristol Channel
Dean Morgan, Bristol, 39-3
tope*, Alderney
Steven Parry, Pembroke
Dock, 14lb 6oz spurdog*,
Saundersfoot

SHARK BOAT
Mark Green, Trowbridge,
11-14 spurdog*,  
Minehead
Kevin Reay, Lancing, 24-8
spurdog*, Weymouth

(* indicatescatchandrelease)

YOUR FISHING

STEVEN PARRY, PEMBROKE DOCK, PEMBS.

Fish: 14lb 6oz spurdog. Bait: Black lug
and mackerel. Venue: Saundersfoot,
Pembrokeshire. Date: Jan 27.

MAT BEARD, HIGHBRIDGE, SOMERSET.

Fish: 11lb cod. Bait: Lug and squid on a
Pennell pulley rig. Venue: Kilve,
Somerset. Date: Jan 23.

DAN SCOTT-JORDAN, WATCHET, SOMERSET.

Fish: 33lb cod. Bait: Frozen black lug and
squid. Venue: Seafire (Shaun Anning),
Watchet, Somerset. Date: Jan 20.

KODY SHERWOOD, WATCHET, SOMERSET.

Fish: 31lb 5oz cod. Bait: Squid. Venue: Reel
Deal (Daniel Hawkins), Watchet, Somerset.
Date: Feb 10.

MISSION RECORDS
BASS
Shore 19lb 13oz 8dr   John S Locker
Boat 18lb 8oz Alun Jones
BLACK BREAM
Shore 5lb 5oz 1dr   C Le Monnier 
Boat 6lb 6oz  Tony Heart
COUCH’S BREAM
Shore 2lb 15oz 1dr Lynton Carre
Boat 6lb 9oz 7dr Ray Fallaize
GILTHEAD BREAM
Shore 9lb 8oz  Scott Smy
Boat 10lb 2oz  Roger Simcox 
PANDORA’S BREAM
Shore 1lb 2oz  Baz Wheater
RAY’S BREAM
Shore 6lb 1oz  Jordan Colwell
RED BREAM
Boat 6lb 1oz  M Bywaters
BRILL
Shore 6lb 12oz Mark Griggs
Boat 13lb 10oz Tony Hayward
TURBOT
Shore 20lb 2oz  Eddy Barham
Boat 32lb 1oz   Steve Scally
BULL HUSS
Shore 21lb 9oz  M Urquhart
Boat 23lb D Nicholson
COD
Shore 32lb  Adrian Lloyd

Boat 43lb 9oz Chris Proctor
CONGER EEL
Shore 66lb 8oz  Andy Eke
Boat 109lb 8oz Roger Beer
DAB
Shore 2lb 4oz 12dr Jason Tucker
Boat 1lb 15oz  Sean McCafrey
FLOUNDER
Shore 4lb 14oz 8dr Paul Blehs
Boat 5lb 3oz 14dr  Philip Dawson
DOVER SOLE
Shore 5lb 5oz  Phil Troke
Boat  4lb 6oz  M Le-Moignan
HALIBUT
Boat  56lb 12oz  Peter Strickson
LEMON SOLE
Boat 3lb 3oz  G Newcombe
MEGRIM
Boat  2lb 14oz  Philip Lewis 
PLAICE
Shore 6lb 11oz  Martin Coates
Boat 8lb 0oz 8dr M Mowbray
LING
Shore  18lb 11oz  Ross McKay
Boat 88lb 6oz 8dr  G Laurenson
GOLDEN GREY MULLET
Shore 3lb 8oz 8dr D Woolcombe 
Boat  4lb 11oz  Stephan Martini
MULLET
Shore 11lb 8oz Glenn Lane

Boat 11lb  Chris Harris
POLLACK
Shore 18lb 4oz  Chris Griin
Boat 27lb 1oz  Barry James
BLONDE RAY
Shore 31lb  Gary Tucker 
Boat 39lb 10oz  S Underwood
COMMON SKATE
Shore  232lb  Lew Marsden
Boat 249lb Hans Dykman
CUCKOO RAY
Shore  4lb 11oz  Kevin Hughes
Boat 5lb 8oz  L Longmore
EAGLE RAY
Boat 102lb Ray Lewis
ELECTRIC RAY
Boat 52lb   Chris Wood
MARBLED ELECTRIC RAY
Shore  11lb 1oz 5dr  Pierre Garrick
Boat 21lb 7oz 12dr David Bree
SMALL-EYED RAY
Shore 17lb 8oz  M Robertson
Boat 21lb  Dave Lynes
SPOTTED RAY
Shore 7lb 12oz Les Bentley
Boat  8lb 4oz  Neil Buckett
STINGRAY
Shore 68lb Luke Curry
Boat 69lb 8oz John Styles

THORNBACK RAY
Shore 22lb 11oz 10dr Mike Johnson
Boat 24lb 11oz  Gary Mewdell
UNDULATE RAY
Shore 18lb 12oz  Stephen Found
Boat  25lb 2oz  Scott Russell
BLUE SHARK
Boat 222lb 8oz Wayne Little
MAKO SHARK
Boat 194lb 4oz  Andrew Griith
PORBEAGLE SHARK
Boat 484lb 8oz  Chris Bett
THRESHER SHARK
Boat 350lb Bob Smith
SMOOTHHOUND
Shore 28lb 10oz  Steve Cullen
Boat 30lb  Trevor Knight
SPURDOG
Shore 16lb  Stuart Andrew
Boat 24lb 8oz  Kevin Reay
TOPE
Shore  66lb 10oz Michael Bell
Boat 86lb  David Cook
BALLAN WRASSE
Shore  9lb 4oz Darren Swift
Boat  9lb  Glen Carter
CUCKOO WRASSE
Shore 1lb 13oz Joe Edward
Boat 2lb 4oz D Glendenning

MARC BOYCE, CLEVEDON, SOMERSET. 

Fish: 38lb 3oz tope. Bait: Launce on a wire pulley rig. 
Venue: Alderney, Channel Islands. Date: Jan 13.
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Don’t miss it! Only in issue 530 of Sea Angler – on sale April 7

FREE
Pocket 
Guide to 
Shore 
Fishing
Get an exclusive 48-page 
booklet packed with advice:

Q How to ish Q�Tackle choices
Q�Best bait Q�Hot methods
Q�Great rigs Q�Know the tides
Q�Where to ish Q�Casting advice
…and much more
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THE 28TH IRISH WINTER 
SHORE ANGLING FESTIVAL
EACT WEXFORD BEACHES, 
IRELAND, JAN 28-30, 2016

MATCH OF THE MONTH

Words by Clif Brown
Photography by David Byrne

& Chris Clark

Highly-rated young Irish angler holds of all-star challenge
HARRY’S GAME

I
rish shore international angler  

Harry McKee junior proved that 
consistency pays off in multi-day events by 
taking a trio of second places to win the 
Irish Winter Shore Angling Festival.

With up to 107 anglers spread over four 
zones of 27 pegs every day, the highly-rated 
angler, from Belfast, collected 26 points for 
each of his runner-up placings to record an 
impressive, match-winning 78 points.

He saw off the challenge of visitor Thomas 
Hughes, of Holyhead, North Wales, who 
scored 75 points. Hughes started with a zone 
win and was second on the next day to head 
the field going into the final match. However, 
a sixth in the last event meant that it was a 
victory for the hosts.

Former England international and Sea 
Angler contributor Chris Clark, of Sway, 
Hampshire, secured third place after finishing 

on 74 points (sixth, third and first in zone), the
same as Irishman Ronnie McWilliams, but
edged it on fish points by 2,100 to 2,044. Chris 
had finished third two years ago too.

Sponsored by Tronixpro, more than 
€18,000 was paid out in prize money in this 
annual open competition, which attracts many 
of the finest anglers from the UK and Ireland. 
In fact, it was the biggest entry for many years.

Based at the Sean Og’s complex in 
Kilmuckeridge, it comprises three daylight 
matches in late January on the productive east 
coast strands. Fishing is over clean ground, 
with short-range, three-hook flappers the 
mainstay for the predominant flounders. 
Other species usually include dabs, codling, 
bass, lesser-spotted dogfish and rockling.

The scoring system is based on a minimum 
size of 18cm. All fish are measured except 
dogfish, which are given 45cm. All eligible fish 
get five fish points plus measurement points, 
so an angler catching 20 fish gets 100 fish 
points, and if those 20 fish measured 480cm, 
the angler would get an extra 480 points 
making a total of 580 points.

This year’s well-run event began on January 
28 at Ballinoulart, with a noon start for five 
hours, with fishing on a strong ebb tide during 
gusting winds that made fishing tough. The 
best roundfish was a 31cm codling, and the best 
flatfish a 33cm flounder.

The second day’s event, fished noon to 5pm 
on an ebb tide, was in brighter conditions at 
Clones and Courtown. It produced better 
fishing, particularly for flounders. England 
international Saul Page caught 20 fish in the 
first two hours thanks to consistent treble 
shots. Thomas Hughes moved into first place, 
closely followed by Dave Roe and Harry 
McKee jnr. Best flatfish was a 36cm flounder 
for Shay O’Neill, while the best roundfish was 
Gary Wood’s 63cm bull huss.

The final match was fished from 11am-4pm, 
again on an ebb tide, at Ballinesker. Undersized 
fish made it a slow start, while weed proved a 
problem for distance casting. The best fishing 
was on the end pegs at the northern end of 
venue. Harry McKee jnr moved from third 
place to top spot with his third runner-up 
placing of the event.

Harry McKee junior on his way to victory 
with a brace of flatfish taken on Day 2
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 GALLERY: BIG MOMENTS FROM THE EVENT

 1

3

4

2

England international Saul Page bagged 
consistent treble shots of fish on D ay 2

Individual winners receive their prizes (left to right) Thomas Hughes, George Cunningham 
of Tronixpro, Harry McKee jnr, Chris Clark, and EFSA Ireland chairman George McCullough

The top team of four consisting of Richard Yates, Chris Clark, Saul Page and Chris Snow, 
receive their trophy from the 1991 world shore champion Michael Kearney (green) 

The three matches produced some codling, 
including this 42cm fish for Sean Ivory

The 28th Irish Winter 
Shore Angling Festival, 
East Wexford, Ireland

Q Day 1: Zone A – 1 David O’Sullivan,  
441 ish pts, 27 zone pts; 2 Harry McKee jnr, 
385, 26; 3 Dave Lovelock, 313, 25.  
B – 1 Karl Whelan, 328, 27; 2 Bill Lindield 
314, 26; 3 Dave Roe, 284, 25.  
C – 1 Chris Read, 198, 27; 2 Joe Perry 194, 
26; 3 James Ryan, 148, 25.  
D – 1 Tom Hughes, 408, 27; 2 Helge 
Bergeson, 177, 26; 2 Richard Yates, 167, 25.

Q�Day 2: A - 1 Saul Page, 1846, 27; 
2 Ronnie McWilliams, 1550, 26;  
3 Simon Dawber 1392, 25.  
B – 1 James Ryan, 1154, 27; 2 Harry McKee 
jnr, 1011, 26; 3 Chris O’Sullivan, 943, 25.  
C – 1 Alan Mulcahy, 1020, 27; 2 Dean 
Quigley, 979, 26; 3 Ian Knight, 931, 25.  
D – 1 Dave Roe, 1521, 27; 2 Tom Hughes, 
1399, 26; 3 Chris Clark, 1379, 25.

Q�Day 3: A – 1 Chris Clark, 591;  
2 Ged Stevens, 403; 3 Chris Snow. 330.  
B – 1 Joe Carley, 401; 2 Harry McKee jnr, 
343; 3 Gordon Thornes, 325.  
C– Ken Forsyth, 291; 2 Darren O’Connor, 
263; 3 Ronnie McWilliams, 196.  
D– 1 Dean Quigley, 445, 2 Aidan O’Sullivan, 
275, 3 Ashley Sampson 199.

Q�Overall: 1 Harry McKee, jnr, 78pts; 
2 Thomas Hughes, 75; 3 Chris Clark, 
74, 2100cm; 4 Ronnie McWilliams, 74, 
2044cm; 5 Chris O’Sullivan, 70; 6 Dave Roe, 
69, 1976cm; 7 Chris Read, 69, 1373cm;  
8 Paul Coady, 68; 9 Karl Whelan, 67;  
10 Saul Page, 66.

Q�Pairs: 1 Dean Quigley & James Ryan, 
127pts; 2 Harry McKee snr & Harry McKee 
jnr, 127; 3 Saul Page & Richard Yates, 126.

Q�Teams of Four: 1 Richard Yates,  
Saul Page, Chris Snow & Chris Clark, 248pts; 
2 Dave Roe, Dean Quigley, Joe Byrne 
& James Ryan, 235; 3 Paul Coady, Alan 
Mulcahy, Mick Mullane & C Gallogley, 232.

Thanks to Inland Fisheries Ireland for its 
valuable assistance with our coverage.

WHY THE EVENT IS SO POPULAR
Winner of the first festival was Sea Angler’s 
former contributing editor Alan Yates, who 
was a regular visitor for many years because it 
ticked all his match-fishing boxes.

“It’s very competitive but friendly, whereas 
some events lose their attraction because of 
elitist attitudes and overburdening rules. The 
prize structure is popular with anglers able to 
win prizes for biggest fish, section placings, 
teams of four and pairs,” said Alan, who was 
unable to fish this year.

It’s a view shared by many, including Gordon 
Thornes, of Connah’s Quay, who was part of 
this year’s fourth-placed team quartet. He 
rates the event’s great atmosphere.

“Match fishing has opened many doors. I 
have made dozens of new friendships on the 
open circuit, particularly in Ireland,” he said. Q
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MATCHES

2016

All the latest results from Britain’s biggest event for shore match anglers
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How it works
QWith £10,000 in tackle prizes
spread over the two divisions,
points, based on entries, are
awarded to the top three,
sectionwinners and captors of
the largest ish caught in each
designated Pennmatch.
Penn also awards a prize of a

525Mag reel to the angler
scoring themost points in
matches shown in each issue.
If there is a tie, thewinner

will be the anglerwhose total
is from the greatest number of
results and is then chosen on
merit by the editor. An angler
canwin only one reel during
the year. Towin a prize you
must be registeredwith the
Penn Sea League – supply your
name, address, telephone and
email details.
Send ixtures, results and

league registration by email to:
cli�.brown@bauermedia.co.uk

Monthly winner
Q 529: Sean Crowe,
Scarborough, 40pts

YOUR FISHING

AMBLE OPEN
Seahouses to Lynemouth, 
Northumberland, 
416 anglers
Winner Sean Crowe won this
popular roving event, sponsored by 
Penn, with 10-7-8, his bag weight 
consisting of a single cod caught on 
a cocktail of mussels and worm on  
a single size 6/0 hook.

Second was Dan Bennett, who 
caught two codling for 7-7-12, 
while Je� Waller was third with a 
brace for 7-1-12, including a ish of 
4lb 2oz. A total of 62 anglers
weighed in, with Swindene, near 
Cullernose Point, the best area  
for cod and Warkworth showing 
form for lounders.

Heaviest latish was Henry 
Henderson’s 1lb 11oz lounder at 

Warkworth. Top lady was Gail Oliver 
with three latties for 3-1-4 caught 
from Warkworth.
Result: 1 Sean Crowe, 
Scarborough, one cod, 10-7-8,  
also heaviest ish (40pts);  
2 Dan Bennett, Whitby, two cod, 
7-7-12 (39); 3 Je� Waller, Redcar,  
two cod, 7-1-12 (38).

THE 9TH FELINFOEL 
BREWERY DOUBLE 
DRAGON RNLI OPEN
Amroth, Pembrokeshire, 
68 anglers
The winner, who caught three 
lounders for 1.160kg, was  
Je� Stephens, of Bridgend, who 
collected £250. He also had the 
biggest lounder at 515g to  
scoop the £68 pool.

In second was local angler, 
Andrew Jones, from Kilgetty, who 
landed two lounders for 885g, to 
win £75. In third place was another 
local and one of the organisers, 
Andrew Skeels, who also caught 
two lounders for 690g, winning 
himself £50.

Twenty-two out of the 68 
anglers who ished, compared to 
only 15 out of 78 in 2015, managed 
to weigh in 26 sizeable ish 
compared to 21 last year. This was 
despite the testing conditions, 
which, though good at the start, 
deteriorated during the day.

Organised by members from 
Pembroke & District AC, Osprey SAC 
and Neyland SAC, the event raised 
more than £800 for the Angle and 
Tenby lifeboats.
Result: 1 Je� Stephens, Bridgend, 
three lounders, 1.160kg, including 
heaviest ish, 515g (6pts):  
2 Andrew Jones, Kilgetty, two, 
0.885kg (5); 3 Andrew Skeels, 
Pembroke, two, 0.690kg (4).

HORNSEA SAC
PAIRS & OPEN
East Yorks, 44 anglers
Individual winner Nick Marshall, of
Commercial SAC, weighed in 4kg,
and also inished second in the
pairs with Kev Hewitt, with a
4.870kg total.

Runner-up Jamie Cross, of the
host club, included the heaviest
ish, a 1.875kg cod, in his 3.4kg
catch taken at Paull.

Pairs winners Dave Jacketts and
Aaron Weatherstone, of Hornsea
SAC, ished at Hornsea and 
weighed in 5.525kg of whiting.
Result: 1 Nick Marshall, 
Commercial SAC, 4.00kg (4pts);
2 Jamie Cross, Hornsea SAC, 
3.400kg, including heaviest ish,
1.875kg cod (3); 3 Aaron 
Weatherstone, Hornsea SAC,
2.850kg (2). Pairs – Dave Jacketts &
Aaron Weatherstone, 5.525kg.

HORNSEA SAC 
MARK LOUDON 
MEMORIAL OPEN
Spurn to Paull, 
East Yorks, 144 anglers
With overcast skies and driving rain, 
it would have been easier to stay at 
home, but match winner Je� Taylor, 
a former UKSF caster, scaled the 
muddy cli�s to ish at Hilston and 
beached a 3.55kg cod to scoop 
£300 and a rod.

Runner-up in this six-hour match, 
ished from low water to high, was 

Chris Fisher, a Hornsea SAC
member from Aldborough, who
ished a similar area and, two hours
into the match, landed a 3.25kg 
cod, winning £200.

M Chambers, of Withernsea, was 
third with a cod of 2.80kg ,winning 
£100. More than £1,000 was raised 
for cancer charities.
Result: 1 Je� Taylor, 3.55kg 
(14pts); 2 Chris Fisher, Aldborough, 
3.25kg (13); 3 M Chambers, 
Withernsea, 2.80kg (12).

        Sea League

2015 Division One 
amendment
An error in the scoring has 
been identiied and corrected. 
Simon Hogan, of Workington, 
who was listed with 23 points, 
actually scored 31, placing him 
equal fourth in Div 1 in 2015.

Date and venue for 
Penn Sea League inal
The Penn Sea League inal has 
been set for Saturday June 18. 
Anglers who qualiied from the 
2015 league season will be 
contacted in due course.

Penn points will not be 
available for any other matches 
on the day of the inal.
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MERSEY ANGLERS OPEN
Otterspool promenade, Merseyside,
48 anglers
England shore angler Bill Lindield, of Greasby,
won this measure-and-release event with
1211cm from zone D.

The same zone produced the second and third
places for Steve Richardson, of Gosforth, and
Phil Simpson, of Pensby, with 995cm and 
962cm respectively.
Result: 1 Bill Lindield, Greasby, 1211cm (10pts);
2 Steve Richardson, Gosforth, 995cm (9); 
3 Phil Simpson, Pensby, 962cm (8);  
4 Steve Smith, 956cm (7); 5 Ged Stevens, 
Barrow, 852cm (6); 6 David Shorthouse, Stoke,
813cm (5); 7 Karl Nangle, Grimsby, 791cm (4);
8 Gareth Griiths, Barrow, 758cm (3); 9 Allan
Hughes, Holyhead, 661cm (2); 10 Mike Hughes,
Bangor, 637cm (1). Zones –Steve Potts, 
Newcastle, 511cm (3). Longest ish – Tom
Whitehead, Penrith, 62cm cod (3).

LEADERBOARDS
PREMIER DIVISION 

Harry McKee jnr Belfast 30

Chris Clark Sway 28

Saul Page Deal 19

Terry Hartnell Seaton 18

Chris Read Cardi� 14

Bill Lindield Greasby 10

Alan Mulcahy Waterford 10

Julian Shambrook Torquay 10

George Smith Grimsby 10

Steve M Smith Whitehaven 10

Andy Crowe Scarborough 9

Steve Adams Shotley 8

Neville Charlesworth Withernsea 8

Chris Stephens Bridgend 8

Ged Stevens Barrow 8

Mike Mather Port Talbot 7

Dave Shorthouse Stoke 7

Ian Dancey Waterlooville 6

Nathan Elliott Dover 6

Gareth Griiths Barrow 6

Andrew Withey Bridgend 6

Richard Burt Ipswich 4

Lewis Clark Rochford 4

Andrew Dugdale Isle of Man 4

Peter Evans Swansea 4

Chris Jenkins Porthcawl 4

Stuart Littlewood Isle of Man 4

Danny Mogridge Fareham 4

Paul Morgan Swansea 4

Karl Nangle Grimsby 4

Martyn Reid Folkestone 4

* Only anglers with 4 points or more are listed.

DIVISION ONE

Sean Crowe Scarborough 40

Dan Bennett Whitby 39

Je� Waller Redcar 38

Thomas Hughes Holyhead 29

Dan Hale Newton Abbot 16

Je� Taylor Yorkshire 14

Stuart Withyman Clevedon 14

Chris Fisher Aldborough 13

Tom Wells Deal 13

Craig Bradshaw Ipswich 12

M Chambers Withernsea 12

Simon ‘Stelios’ Roberts Brandon 11

* Only anglers with 11 points or more are listed.

Q Aberdeen Thistle SAC 
open, Nigg, 
Aberdeenshire, 29 
anglers: 1 Tony Watters, 
Aberdeen, 5.90kg (2pts);  
2 Wayne Frost, Aberdeen, 
5.70kg (1); 3 Andy Kemp, 
Aberdeen, 5.4kg.  
Heaviest ish – Donny Gordon, 
Peterhead, 3.10kg cod.

Q�Ardrossan SAC open, 
Loch Fyne, Argyll,  
18 anglers: 1 David Dobie, 
Kirkcaldy, including longest 
ish, 65cm dogish (1pts);  
2 Bryan Dickson, Beith;
3 Scott McCartney, Ayr.

Q�Asso/Basstastic mini 
open, Burry Port, Carms, 
31 anglers: 1 Julian 
Shambrook, Torquay, 195cm 
(3pts); 2 Chris Read, Cardif, 
145cm (2); 3 Stephen Tucker, 
Swansea, 94cm (1).

Q�Blackdown SAC open, 
Blue Anchor slipway to 
Minehead town beach, 
Somerset, 76 anglers:  
1 Scott Shepherd, 2.655kg 
(7pts); 2 Steve Pettitt, 
2.296kg (6); 3 Charlie Tudball, 
2.260kg (5).

Q�Chesil League, 
Abbotsbury, Dorset,  
37 anglers: 1 Ben Stockley, 
Weymouth, 228cm (3pts);  
2 Chris Read, Cardif,  
165cm (2); jt 3 Ryan Casey, 
Weymouth & Dale Brenton, 
Southampton, both 150cm 
(both 1).

Q�Country Stores open, 
Loughor Estuary, 
Swansea, 50 anglers:  
1 Colin Butler, Swansea, 197cm 
(5pts); 2 Chris Stephens, 
Bridgend, 184cm (4); 3 Simon 
Delany, Llanelli (3). Longest 
ish – Carl Campion, Swansea 
and Steve Fellows, Swansea, 
both 40cm �ounders (2).

Q�Hornsea SAC night 
open, walk-of, Hornsea, 
East Yorks, 22 anglers:  
1 (biggest bag) Mark Colman, 
Hornsea SAC, 8 ish, 2.328kg 
(2pts); jt 2 (biggest ish)  
Paul Scott and K Richardson, 
0.575kg (both 1).

Q�Kent Flounder League 
rnd 1, Minster, Kent,  
43 anglers: 1 Lee Collins, 
Gillingham, 105cm (4pts);  
2 Paul Carter, Gillingham, 
82cm (3); 3 Trevor Cousens, 
Bearsted, 68cm (20).  
Longest ish – Charlie Keeling, 
Crays Hill, 43cm (1).

Q�Kent Flounder League
rnd 2, Seasalter, Kent,
43 anglers: 1 Lewis Clark,

Rochford, 92cm (4pts);
2 Dave Fuller, Westclif,
86cm (3); 3 Roger Weeks,
Sheerness, 56cm, including
longest ish, 31cm (2).

Q�North Norfolk NSL rnd 5
& open, Kelling, Norfolk,
30 anglers: 1 Mike Watts, 
Ely, 3-13-10 (3pts);  
2 Jef Stannard, Gorleston, 
1-8-0 (2); 3 Gary Medlar, 
Martham, 0-15-0 (1).

Q�Scottish FSA Winter 
opens sweep, Carnoustie
to Ferryden light, Angus,
35 anglers: 1 Ian Hardy, 
Forfar, 24-0-0 (3pts):  
2 Stuart Cresswell, Ayr, 
23-0-0 (2); 3 Derek Ayton, 
Port Seaton, 16-0-0 (1). 
Heaviest cod – Derek Linton,
Dundee, 11-6-0.

Q�Solent League rnd 2, 
Stokes Bay/Browndown,
Hants, 24 anglers:  
1 Dan Mogridge, Fareham, 
11-1-0 (2pts); 2 Andy 
Pemberton, 8-3-0 (1); 3 Paul
Stevens, Worthing, 8-1-0 (0).

Q�Southern League and 
open, Avon beach, 
Christchurch, Dorset: 
Match abandoned due to 
weather.

Q�The 28th Irish Winter 
Shore Angling Festival, 
East Wexford beaches, 
Ireland, 315 anglers:  
1 Harry McKee jnr, Belfast, 
78pts (30 Penn pts);  
2 Thomas Hughes, Holyhead,
75 (29); 3 Chris Clark, Sway, 
74, (28). Sections – David 
O’Sullivan, Tralee; Karl 
Whelan, Ballybrack; Chris 
Read, Cardif; Saul Page, Deal;
James Ryan, New Ross; Alan 
Mulcahy, Waterford; Dave 
Roe, Killarney; Joe Carley, 
Dublin; Ken Forsyth, Dublin  
& Dean Quigley, Wexford  
(all 10pts).  
Full report on page 116.

Q�West Coast Tackle 
League rnd 2 & open, 
New Promenade, 
Cleveleys, 32 anglers:  
1 David G Hutchinson, 
Morecambe, 50cm (3pts);  
2 Roy Slinger, Blackpool, 
49cm (2); 3 Dave Wilson, 
Blackpool, 43cm (1).

Q�Yorkshire FSA open, 
Ulrome, East Yorks, 11 
anglers: 1 Harry Brown, 
Castleford, 4-3-0 (1pts);  
2 J Ashwell, York, 4-2-0;  
3 C Hazel, 3-2-0.

PENN SHORTS

REMINDER
Penn Sea League entries will 

only be accepted from the 
match organiser or o�cials of 

the club concerned. If results are 
not returned to Sea Angler 

within a month of the event, the 
event will be declared void for 

Penn points.

PENN PLUS MATCH -  
points for top 10

HOW TO ENTER
Penn Sea League open 

matches and rules are on 
page 122. Points are 

awarded based on entries.
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YOUR FISHING

Rules for matches from January 1

        Sea League

Shore & boat fixtures
Upcoming match events, including our prestigious O�Penn Sea League

MARCH
O 13: West Coast Tackle League rnd 3 of 10 & 
open, Gynn Wall, 12.15pm-4.15pm, £15 entry, 
book in from 10am at WCT, Dave 01253 851001 
or 07472 249294.
O 13: Welsh FSA East Region Shore League rnd 2 
of 6, Marcross & Monknash, 1.30pm-6.30pm, 
book in 11.45am-12.45pm at Marcross car park, 
Steve 02920 794954 or 07777 689289.
O 13: North Norfolk NSL rnd 6 & open, Bacton, 
Mike 07858 758669 or Tony 07880 793141  
or thomasamt@btinternet.com
O�13: Breakaway Teams of Five & open, Clacton, 
10am-3pm, Rob Tuck 07855 848967.
O 19: Southern League and open, Highcli�e, 
6pm-11pm, book in 4pm-5pm, £15 entry,  
£5 optional pools, Justin 02392 812478,  
Darren 07919 073232, Nick 07870 922216,  
Mike 07983 579596 or Ian 07736 004714.
O 19: Ardrossan SAC open, Loch Fyne, noon-6pm, 
meet 11am at oyster bar car park, 20cm minimum 
size limit, £15 entry, Stuart Miller 07868 732891.
O19: Solent League rnd 3 of 12, Eastney, 
7pm-midnight, length to weight, SAMF rules, 
league £15, match £15 all-in, book only,  
Dan 07549 849383, Pete 07720 593923  
or Allan’s Marine 02392 671833.
O 20: Yorkshire FSA open, Hornsea, 10am-4pm, 
meet 9am at north beach car park,  
Harry 01977 734890.

O 20: Kent Flounder League rnd 3, Gravesend,
8.30am-1pm, register from 7am at  
Ship & Lobster, DA12 2QA, measure and return,
book only, Ian 07791 234318.
O 20: Hornsea SAC Anyish Anywhere open, 
10am-4pm, John 07968 215565.
O 20: Asso/Basstastic mini open, Oxwich, 
2pm-6.30pm, book in 1pm in car park,
£15 entry, catch & release 20cm,
one rod, three hooks, book at
Basstastic, 01792 360999.
O 25-26: Wexford Easter
Festival, Wexford area,
8pm-midnight (Fri), 
noon-4pm (Sat), Martin
00353 (0)87 64811791.
O 26: Chesil League,
Bexington, 6pm-11pm,
booking in inishes 4pm,
Dave 07977 132951.
O 26: Senhouse St Easter
open, Perch Light to Grasslot pier
(pier excluded), 9am-1pm, £1,000
heaviest latish prize, three heaviest bag
prizes, register from 7am at Senhouse St WMC,
Workington, CA14 2SJ, £20 seniors, £5 juniors,
Mark 01900 605394 or 07775 637801 or  
Mike 01900 601426 or 07842 206798.
O�26: New Milton SFC open, Avon beach, 
Highcli�e, 7pm-11.30pm, pegged, measure and 

release, £300 irst prize, two zones, sign on from 
5.30pm at sunken car park, booking available
Christchurch Angling Centre 01202 480520.
For info call Mark 07710 670779.
O 27: Peever Easter open, Balcary Hotel to 
Creetown, 10am-4pm, register 8am-9am at 
Royal Hotel, Kirkcudbright, ive LSD limit, size 

limits apply, £10 entry, Bob Drennan 
07469 184812.

APRIL
O 3: Hornsea SAC Allan Gorbutt 

memorial open, 10am-4pm, 
John 07968 215565.
O 3: Weston-super-Mare 
spring open, town beach, 
2pm-5.30pm, Mike Tanner 

01278 788637.
O 9: Ardrossan SAC open, 

Corran (Ardgour), 11am-5pm, 
meet 10am at ferry terminal, 

20cm minimum size limit,  
£15 entry, Stuart Miller 07868 732891 

or mrstuartmiller@aol.com
O10: Bognor Regis AAS open, Pagham beach, 
10.30am-3.30pm, draw 9.30am at Pagham Yacht 
Club, 1 West Front Rd, PO21 4SY, £8 seniors,  
£4 OAP/juniors, £1 latish pool, £1 round ish 
pool, John Small 07799 762377 (after 5pm).
O 10: Breakaway Teams of Five & open, Dunwich, 

WHAT IS A PENN PLUS MATCH?
Extra points to 10th place overall will be 
awarded for such designated Penn Sea 
League events, chosen by Sea Angler.

PENN PLUS 
MATCH

April 3: Chesil Beach 
�atish open, Abbotsbury, 

11am-5pm, sign on from 
9am, £500 longest total 

length, £250 longest ish, 
prize table, £15 entry,  
£5 OAPs and juniors, 

01305 777771 or www.
weymouthangling.com
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ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW...

1 Only matches ished at weekends and Bank
Holidays can qualify for Penn points, but no
other weekdays.
2 Multi-day festivals (maximum ive days) will
be accepted (at the discretion of Sea Angler),
with points awarded for the overall result only.
3 All events must be open. League, pairs and
team competitions are allowed if they have a
separate individual event.
4 Matches only to be organised by an angling
club with public liability insurance.
5 A maximum of six matches may be held by
any one club or organiser per year. Federations
get a maximum of 12 events.
6 All PSL nominated matches, date and details
must be sent to Sea Angler magazine, by email
only, two months in advance so they can
appear in the ixture list. Closing date for
receiving 2016 ixtures is October 31, 2016.
7 Points will be awarded from January 1 to
December 31. All prizes awarded at the
discretion of Sea Angler magazine.
8 The Premier Division is maintained at
250 anglers, with relegation and promotion
based on that igure.
9 The top 35 in the Premier and the top ive in
Division One qualify for the Penn inal. Total
points awarded for the inal will be at the

discretion of Sea Angler magazine.
10 The angler receiving the most points for
matches covered in each issue will be awarded
a Penn prize (only one prize per angler per
year), and that angler must be registered with
the PSL. In the event of a tie the angler with
the most number of scores will win. If a tie still
remains, the editor will choose a winner.
11 Anglers ishing the Premier Division are
barred from the Penn Clubman event.
12 Shore competitions of all types are eligible
– heaviest ish, bag weight and specimen ish,
roving, pegged and zoned. Biggest ish events
must be nominated at time of entry, or will be
deemed aggregate weight.
13 Penn status is awarded at the discretion of
Sea Angler magazine. Matches can include a
maximum of four sections per day (any more
than four then the match is void). Only the
actual zone winners can win zone points. If an
angler in the top three wins a zone that zone is
void, same with heaviest ish. Minimum entry
for multi-day events is 100 (50 per day) total.
14 All results must include the number of
competitors, weights/score, and names
and hometown of winners. Queries about
points must be submitted within two
months of the event. Please contact the
match organiser irst. Sea Angler magazine’s

decision is inal in all disputes.
15 The PSL is based on a points system, the 
bigger the entry the more points scored. 
Minimum entry number is 10 anglers (not 
number of pegs) and will receive one point for 
the winner only. Maximum points awarded for 
200-299 anglers will be 20; 300-399 will be 
30; 400-499 will be 40, and 500+ will be 50. 
The maximum points that can be scored at one 
event is 50 points, regardless of total entry.
16 Extra points to 10th place overall will be 
awarded for designated Penn Plus events, 
chosen by Sea Angler magazine (maximum 
one Penn Plus event per month) and indicated 
in advance on the ixture list.
17 Fraudulent entry numbers could lead to  
the disqualiication of clubs and all  
competitors involved.
18 Only an angler’s top 10 points scores count 
for his total.
19 Points for biggest ish will be awarded in 
bag weight events, and points for bag weight 
will be awarded in specimen and biggest ish 
events, only if included in results.
20 Send ixtures, results and to register by 
email to: clif.brown@bauermedia.co.uk. 
Alternatively, post to: Sea Angler magazine, 
Media House, Lynchwood Business Park, 
Peterborough, PE2 6EA.

HOW THE PENN SEA LEAGUE SCORING SYSTEM WORKS
Anglers 500+ 400+ 300+ 200+ 190 180 170 160 150 140 130 120 110 100 90 80 70 60 50 40 30 20 10
1st 50 40 30 20 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1
2nd 49 39 29 19 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0
3rd 48 38 28 18 17 16 15 14 13 12 11 10 9 8 7 6 5 4 3 2 1 0 0
Zone/HF 20 10 10 10 7 7 6 6 5 5 4 4 3 3 3 3 2 2 2 1 0 0 0
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10am-3pm, Rob Tuck 07855 848967.
O 10: West Bay SAC 44th Chesil Championships, 
sponsored by West Bay Angling Centre, Burton 
Hive to Dragon’s Teeth, Abbotsbury, 11am-5pm, 
sign on 9.30am-11am at Bridport Football Club, 
DT6 5LA, £10 seniors, £5 juniors, optional pools, 
West Bay Angling Centre 01308 421800.
O 10: Gravesend spring open, 1.30pm-5.30pm, 
book in from 11.30am at Ship & Lobster pub,  
£10 entry, £5 juniors & OAPs, measure & release, 
Graham East 01474 355440.
O 10: North West ASAC open, Caldy, South Wirral, 
11.15am-3.15pm, book in from 9.30am at car park 
via Croft Road, CH48 2JW, £7 all-in, two hooks, 
measure & release 18cm, weight conversion, 
Richard 07763 529509.
O 16: Southern League and open, Eastney,
7pm-midnight, book in 5pm-6pm, £15 entry,  
£5 optional pools, Justin 02392 812478,  
Darren 07919 073232, Nick 07870 922216,  
Mike 07983 579596 or Ian 07736 004714.
O 16: Lincs open, Humberston Creek, 1.30pm-
5.30pm, measure & release 18cm, book in from 
11am-12.30pm at car park, £15 entry, 50 pegs, 
booking advisable, Garry Hutson 07889 271115 or 
George Smith 07857 550125.
O�17: Hornsea SAC lifeboat open, 10am-4pm,  
John 07968 215565.
O 17: Mainwarings Angling Centre Ultima 
SWWASAC open, Cefn Sidan, 11.30am-4.30pm, 
meet 10am at Penbrey Country Park, longest ish, 
longest overall length, c&r, pegged, three hooks, 
20cm minimum size, Peter 07599 540822.
O 23: Chesil League & open, Abbotsbury,  
6pm- 11pm, book in by 5pm, Dave 07977 132951.

O 23: Solent League rnd 4 of 12, Lee-on-Solent, 
7.30pm-12.30am, length to weight, SAMF rules, 
league £15, match £15 all-in, book only,  
Dan 07549 849383, Pete 07720 593923 or 
Allan’s Marine 02392 671833.
O 23: Veals Summer League, Littleton-on-Severn, 
7.30pm-11.30pm, draw 6.30pm, pegged, one rod, 
three hooks, no white rag or maddies, £50 league 
entry (best six results), optional pools, £12 all-in, 
book to ish as open, Steve 0117 926 0790.
 O 23: North West ASAC open, Caldy, 10.30am-
2.30pm, book on 8.45am-9.15am, book 07572 
593272 or 0151 677 0011.
O 24: West Coast Tackle League rnd 4 of 10 & 
open, Marine Beach, 11.15am-3pm, £15 entry, 
book in from 9am at car park,  
Dave 01253 851001 or 07472 249294.
O 24: Kent Flounder League rnd 4, All Hallows, 
12.45pm-5.15pm, register from 11am at car park 
ME3 9QD, measure and return, book only,  
Ian 07791 234318.
O 24: Garry Evans Seamaster Newport SAC open, 
St Brides, Karen Davies 01633 676561.
O 24 Spring open, Kessingland, 4pm-10pm, draw 
from 2.45pm, pegged/ zoned, £25 all-in, Stephen 
or Stelios 07858 307358 or 07795 262150.
O 24: Rod Markham memorial open, in aid of RNLI 
& Cancer Research, Felixstowe, 10am-3pm, £20 
entry, book in 8am-9am at Felixstowe SAS club 
HQ, Manor Terrace, 80 pegs, tickets at Markham’s 
Tackle, Ipswich, 01473 727841 or 07877 686432.

MAY

O 1 Gerry’s open, West End, Morecambe, 
1pm-5pm, 60 pegs, book only, 01524 422146.

O 7: Southern League and open, Milford, 
8pm-1am, book in 6pm-7pm, £15 entry,  
£5 optional pools, Justin 02392 812478,  
Darren 07919 073232, Nick 07870 922216,  
Mike 07983 579596 or Ian 07736 004714.
O 7: Lincs open, Cleethorpes promenade, 
4.30pm-8.30pm, measure & release 18cm,  
book in 2pm-3.30pm at RNLI station, £15 entry, 
50 pegs, booking advisable, Garry Hutson  
07889 271115 or George Smith 07857 550125.
O 7: Holt SAC North Norfolk Bass Festival, day 1, 
Bacton, £15 per day all-in, optional pools, c&r, 
book only, Mike 07858 758669 or Tony  
07880 793141 or thomasamt@btinternet.com
7-8: UK Ladies Championships, Kelling, £5 per day, 
book only, for contact see Bass Festival above.
7-8: North Norfolk Junior Tournament, Kelling,  
15 years and under, free entry, must be 
accompanied by adult, double pegs available,  
book only, for contact see Bass Festival above.
7-8: The Shannock Quads, Kelling, teams of four, 
£20 per team, book only, see Bass Festival above.
O 8: Holt SAC North Norfolk Bass Festival, day 2, 
Bacton, £15 per day all-in, optional pools, c&r, 
book only, for contact see day 1 above.
8: West Coast Tackle League rnd 5, Lytham, 
1.15am-2.45pm, £15, book in from 9.30am at 
Fairlawn Rd, Dave 07472 249294.

Q�Fixtures must be sent in by match organisers 
only and must include full details and a contact 
telephone number. Emails received will be 
acknowledged. Send events at least eight 
weeks in advance of the date to  
clif.brown@bauermedia.co.uk
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Clubman
The 2015 Clubman League started on May 1, 2015 and ends on March 31, 2016

MATCHESYOUR FISHING

BASS ROCK SAC
Torness, 6 anglers, 6/1/16
Result: 1 Barry McEwan, 0-5-0. Void for 
Clubman points

North Berwick rover, 8 anglers, 3/2/16 
Result: 1 Barry McEwan, 12-5-0; 
2 Steve Burns, 4-6-0. Void for points.

Gullane beach, 8 anglers, 20/1/16
Result: 1 Barry McEwan, 165cm;  
2 Shaun Gardener, 147cm; 3 Stuart Fairbairn, 
123cm; 4 Craig Ogilvie, 122cm; 5 Ian Dickson, 
75cm. Void for points.

BLACKDOWN SAC
Blue Anchor, 12 anglers, 14/11/15
Result: 1 Jim Leyton, 3 ish (5pts); 2 Ian Fyles, 
2 (4); 3 Ken Flint, 1 (3); 4 Tim Dyke, 1 (2);  
5 Andy Watts, 2 (1).

Blue Anchor to Minehead harbour,  
16 anglers
Result: 1 Scott Shepherd, 8 ish (5pts);  
2 Jim Leyton, 5 (4); 3 Conrad Davis, 5 (3);  

4 Tim Dyke, 3 (2); 5 Ryan Williams, 4 (1).

COLCHESTER SAC
Victoria Road, Clacton-on-Sea,  
13 anglers, 24/1/16
Result: 1 Steve Yallop, 2-2-0 (5pts);  
2 Martin Close, 1-15-0 (4); 3 Mark Sessions, 
1-4-0 (3); 4 Vic Pearce, 0-13-0 (2); 
5 Mick Bradley, 0-12-0 (1).

DEAL 1919 AC
12 anglers, 5/1/16
Result: 1 Martin Jenkins 10.84kg (5pts);  
2 Saul Page 9.66kg (0); 3 Dave Andrews 
9.14kg (3); 4 Sam Collier 8.50kg (2);  
5 Graham King 6.72kg (0).

12 anglers, 20/1/16
Result: 1 Sam Collier 2.92kg (5pts);  
2 Patrick Green 1.45kg (4); 3 Brian Smith 
0.78kg (3); 4 Dave Andrews 0.74kg (2);  
5 Paul Jarrett 0.48k (0).

11 anglers, 2/2/16
Result: 1 Robbie Taylor, 8.060kg (5pts);  
2 Graham King, 7.200kg (0); 3 Shawn 
Manning, 6.560kg (3); 4 Paul Jarrett, 5.860kg 
(0); 5 Louie Smith, 5.760kg (0).

DUNGENESS AA
Rover, 11 anglers, 24/1/16
Result: 1 Gavin Smith, 38 ish, 38-4-0  
(5pts); 2 Steve Foster, 30, 26-14-0 (0);  
3 Mike Richardson, 23, 21-3-8 (3);  
Michael Smith, 24, 20-3-8 (2);  
5 Colm Brennan, 20, 17-10-0 (1).

EASTBOURNE NOMADS SAC
Eastbourne, 18 anglers, 20/1/16
Result: 1 Trevor Rooney, 4-2-0 (5pts);  
2 Keith Erridge, 3-10-4 (4); 3 Malcolm Payne, 
3-7-4 (3); 4 Richard Newman, (11 ish,  
four species) 3-4-4 (2); 5 Ian Hopper,  
(11 ish, three species) 3-4-4 (1).

Eastbourne, 17 anglers, 25/01/16
Result: 1 Keith Erridge, 6-11-4 (5pts);  
2 Tony Kirrage, 6-3-4 (4); 3 Dan Wood, 
4-14-4 (3); 4 Richard Newman, 4-10-12 (2);  
5 Trevor Rooney 3-1-8 (1).

FLEETWOOD & DISTRICT SAC
Ferry Beach, Fleetwood, 12 anglers, 
3/1/16
Result: 1 Simon Dawber, 13 ish, 76pts 
(0pts); 2 Tony Baxter, 11, 59 (4); 3 David 
Hutchinson, 10, 56 (0); 4 Peter Lambert, 9, 
48 (2); 5 Ray Rodger, 9, 34 (1).

Otterspool promenade, 11 anglers, 
17/1/16
Result: 1 David Hutchinson, 10 ish, 55pts 
(0pts); 2 Kenneth Forrest, 6,52 (4);  

3 Tony Baxter, 6, 46 (3); 4 Syd Wisdom,  
6, 33 (2); 5 Alan Smith, 6, 32 (1).

Rossall, 16 anglers, 31-1-16
Result: 1 Dave Shorthouse, 19 ish, 154pts 
(0pts); 2 Dave Wilson, 20, 149 (4);  
3 Kevin Blundell, 18, 137 (3); 4 D Norton, 18, 
136 (2); 5 Hughie Porter, 14, 101 (1).

FOUNTAIN SAC
Princes Parade, 15 anglers, 20/1/16
Result: 1 S Eldridge, 3.145kg (5pts);  
2 G Swinyard, 2.445kg(4); 3 D King, 2.150kg 
(3); 4 J Bausola, 1.950kg (2); 5 D Plumer, 
1.835kg (1).

Hythe beaches, 16 anglers, 5/2/16
Result: 1 C Bull, 15.500kg (5pts);  
2 G Swinyard, 9.239kg (4); 3 J Bausola, 
8.140kg (3); 4 M Swinyard, 7.680kg (2);  
5 M Gibson, 6.605kg (1).

Folkestone pier, 10 anglers, 11/2/16
Result: 1 Julian Bausola, 9.040kg (5pts);  
2 Mark Howard, 6.485kg (4); 3 G Swinyard, 
5.745kg (3); 4 Ray Smith, 4.525kg (2);  
5 Garry Chantler, 3.830kg (1).

MALDON SAC
Sandgate, 10 anglers, 24/1/16
1 Simon Lewis, 193 (5pts); 2 Bob Brooks, 150 
(4); 3 Alie Gilbert, 133.75 (3); 4 Phil Colton, 
132.25 (2); 5 Andy Bateman, 119 (1).

SKEGNESS PIER AC
Bohemia Point, 11 anglers, 23/1/16
Result: 1 Dave Burr, 27 ish, 737cm (5pts);  
2 Karl Nangle, 22, 616cm (0); 3 Alan 
Steadman, 24, 603cm (3); 4 Adie Cooper, 21, 
572cm (2); 5 Fred Donner, 20, 541cm (1). 

Chapel Point, 11 anglers, 7/2/16
Result: 1 Gary Hutson, 500cm (0pts);  
2 Dave Burr, 369cm (4); 3 Paul Denholm, 
360cm (3); 4 Adie Cooper, 324cm (2);  
5 George Smith, 292cm (0)

SOUTHERN CIRCUIT SAS
Deal, 15 anglers, 21/11/15
Result: 1 Cieron Bull, 20 ish, 13-0-0 (0pts);  
2 Ashley Brown, 19, 10-5-8 (0);  
3 Robert Bates, 18, 9-14-0 (3); 4 Sam Collier, 
17, 8-15-8 (0); 5 Tony Taylor, 16, 8-14-8 (1).

Hythe, 16 anglers, 19/12/15
Result: 1 Robert Bates, 39 ish, 36-2-8 
(5pts); 2 Cieron Bull, 38, 36-0-0 (0); 3 Keith 
Johnson, 26, 22-11-8 (3): 4 Ashley Brown, 25, 
22-7-8 (0); 5 Stephen Foster, 23, 21-8-0 (0).

Sheppey, 15 anglers, 5/12/15
Result: 1 Sam Collier, 39 ish, 15-10-0 (0pts);  
2 Wesley Cheeseman, 40, 14-8-0 (4);  

The event ofers £2,500 worth of Penn 
tackle with individual and team prizes.

To enter, all you need to do is send in 
your club results by email. Please 
include an address and telephone 
number with the email address for the 
club captain or the match organiser.

Only 20 competition results count for 
the Clubman season (May 1, 2015 until 
March 31, 2016) and all your club events 
ished count against all members’ 
scores. Only three results can be 
entered or count per month.

OTHER MAJOR RULES
Q�Matches must have a minimum of  
10 competitors.

Q�All anglers will be entered in the 
league from the irst result they are 
included in.

Q�Juniors cannot enter the Clubman.

Q�Non-members and juniors entered in 
events do count in the entry total, and  
they also take away the Clubman 
scores for their placing – no points are 
awarded on countback or default.

Q�Bonus points are awarded for larger  
entry events.

For information about the league, 
for a copy of the rules or to send 
Clubman results, contact:  
clif.brown@bauermedia.co.uk
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LEADERBOARDS INDIVIDUALS
Name  Club               Points
Simon Lewis Maldon SAC  79
Tony Kirrage Eastbourne Nomads 61
Michael Warne Fountain SAC  54
Graham Lewis Eastbourne Nomads 47
Mike Laycock Workington & Dist 45
Ollie Mears West Bay SAC  41
Dave Burr Skegness Pier SAC 39
Conrad Davies Blackdown SAC  39
Dan Wood Eastbourne Nomads 39
Dave Wood Brignall Dungeness SAA 37
Nigel Conlon Wirral SA  35
Gavin Smith Dungeness SAA 35
Ken Sparks Honiton SAC  35
Keith Erridge Eastbourne Nomads 34
Paul Christopher Eastbourne Nomads 33
Keith Bathgate Bass Rock SAC  32
Simon Bowditch West Bay SAC  32
Adie Cooper Skegness Pier SAC 32
Darren Gilbert Maldon SAC  31
Phil Buy Colchester SAC  30
Colin Berry Honiton SAC  29 
Alie Gilbert Maldon SAC  28
Stuart Joy Dungeness SAA 28
Graham King Dungeness SAA 28
Steve Yallop Colchester SAC  28
Barry McEwan Bass Rock SAC  27
John Wells Fountain SAC  27
P J Wheeler West Bay SAC  27
Tony Baxter Fleetwood & Dist 26
Julian Bausola Fountain SAC  26
Mike Flanagan Wirral SA  26
Martin Jenkins Deal 1919 AC  25
Ian Griiths Wirral SAC  24
Paul Marshall Skegness Pier SAC 24
Dave Sayward Maldon SAC  24
Alan Steadman Skegness Pier SAC 24
Stuart Withyman Honiton SAC  24
Simon Lacey Dungeness SAA 23
Dave Andrews Deal 1919 AC  22
Barry Codling Honiton SAC  22
Sam Collier Deal 1919 AC  22
Andy Hopkinson Wirral SA  22
Paul House West Bay SAC  22
Ray Rodger Fleetwood & Dist 22
Alex Veel Dungeness SAA 22
Malcolm Payne Eastbourne Nomads 21
Steve Burns Bass Rock SAC  20
Craig Horton West Bay SAC  20
Alan Jarrett Southern Circuit SAC 20
Mark Sessions Colchester SA  20
Phil Tanner Dungeness AA  20
Stuart Fairbairn Bass Rock SAC  19
G Swinyard Fountain SAC  19
Herbie Tyler Fountain SAC  19
John Wood Wirral SA  19
Rob Bates Southern Circuit SAC 18
Garry Chantler Fountain SAC  18
Richard Newman Eastbourne Nomads 18
Dave Perrett Whitby SAC  18
Gerald Sargeant Eastbourne Nomads 18
Ken Withington Deal 1919 AC  18

* Only those with 18 points or more are listed

Team Points Matches 
Maldon SAC A 141 15
Eastbourne Nomads A 133 14
West Bay SAC A 129 13
Colchester SAC A 91 12
Wirral SA Red 89 13
Dungeness SAA A 80 15
Blackdown SAC C 77 12
Fleetwood & Dist Reds 64 11
Workington UJ SAC A 59 11
Eastbourne Nomads B 58 13
Wirral SA Blue 57 13

* Only those teams with 13 points or more are listed

3 Paul Jarrett, 38, 14-2-0 (3); 4 Roger Weeks, 
30, 11-10-0, 5 Keith Johnson, 31, 10-15-0 (1).

Herne Bay, 15 anglers, 9/1-/16
Result: 1 Cieron Bull, 6 ish, 14-6-8,  
including 5-12-0 thornback (0pts);  
2 Steve Richards, 11, 7-12-0 (4); 3 Dave Sales, 
10, 5-1-0 (3); 4 Adam Horton, 6, 4-14-0 (2);  
5 Alan Jarrett, 7, 4-8-0 (1).

Sandwich Bay, 24 anglers, 6/2/16
1 Graham King, 20 ish, 16-4-0 (0pts); 2 Alan 
Jarrett, 18, 12-4-0 (8); 3 Wesley Cheeseman, 
11, 12-1-0 (6); 4 Mikey Ferrier, 19, 11-3-8 (4); 
5 Steve Richards, 13, 11-2-0 (2).

WIRRAL SEA ANGLERS
Longest round ish and �atish 
combined, Perch Rock, New Brighton, 
10 anglers, 15/1/16
Result: 1 John Wood, 62cm, whiting and  
dab (5pts); 2 Mark Roberts, 61cm, whiting and  
dab (4); 3 Ian Griiths, 60cm, whiting and dab 
(3); 4 Nigel Conlon, 59cm, whiting and 
�ounder (2); 5 Mike Flanagan, 58cm,  
whiting and dab (1).

WORKINGTON UNION JACK SAC
Whitehaven Piers, 14 anglers, 
17/01/16
Result: 1 Stephen George, 17 ish, 170pts 
(5pts); 2 Howard Knudston, 16, 147 (4);  
3 Mike Laycock, 19, 146.5 (3); 4 Jimmy Smith, 
15, 137 (2); 5 Steve Harkness, 13, 108 (1).

Silloth, 10 anglers, 31/1/16
Result: 1 Mike Laycock, 15 ish, 96.5pts 
(5pts); 2 Steve Harkness, 6, 37 (4);  
3 Howard Knudtson, 5, 31 (3);  
4 Ian Stamper, 4, 28 (2); 5 Paul Eppy, 3, 13 (1).

WHITBY SAA
Whitby, 13 anglers, 3/1/16
Result: 1 Ben Laws (0pts), 2 James Gilpin (4), 
3 Mike Saunders (3), 4 Peter Horbury (2),  
5 Rob Allison (0).

Whitby, 17 anglers, 10/1/16
Result: 1 Ben Laws (0pts), 2 Dave Perrett 
(4), 3 Andrew Cass (3), 4 Rob Allison (0), 
5 Denis Thompson (1).

Whitby, 19 anglers, 17/1/16
Result: 1 Ben Laws (0pts), 2 Dave Ward (4), 
3 Malcolm Pitman (3), 4 James Gilpin (2),  
5 Dave Perrett (1).

WIRRAL SEA ANGLERS
Wallasey Prom, 10 anglers, 22/01/16
Result: 1 John Wood, 66cm (5pts);  
2 Nigel Conlon, 65cm (4); 3 Tim Bentham, 
64cm (3); 4 Ian Griiths, 63cm (2);  
5 Mike Flanagan, 61cm (1).

One O’Clock Gun, River Mersey,  
12 anglers, 7/2/16
Result (longest ish): 1 Gary Wardle, 34cm 
codling (5pts); 2 Mark Rawlinson, 33cm 
codling (4); 3 Ian Griiths, 32cm codling (3);  
4 Tony Parr, 31cm codling (2); 5 Andy 
Hopkinson, 30cm codling (1).

Reminder: Organisers are reminded to 
submit their results as soon as possible.

OUR BAITS ARE
GUARANTEED
TO HELP YOU
CATCH MORE

AVAILABLE
FROM 

SAM’S BAITS:
Unwashed Squid

O

Black Lugworm
O

Blueys
O

Mackeral
O

Herring
O

Launce
O

Sand Eels
O

Sprats
O

Peeler Crabs
O

Razorfi sh
O

Raw Prawns
O

Baby Squid
O

Mini Mackeral
and lots more

THE MOST TALKED
ABOUT BAITS
RIGHT NOW...

AVAILABLE

FROM ALL GOOD

STOCKISTS

SCAN HERE

01502 527 273

www.samsbaits.co.uk



Wick -2 29
Lossiemouth -2 00
Aberdeen -0 18
Stonehaven -0 08
Cockenzie +0 47
Berwick +0 54
Blyth +1 46
North Shields  +1 47
Hartlepool +1 59
Whitby +2 20
Scarborough +2 30
Filey Bay +2 45
Bridlington +2 58
Skegness +4 29
Hunstanton +4 44
Cromer +4 56
Lowestoft -4 23
Aldeburgh -2 53
Felixstowe pier -2 23
Clacton -2 00
Southend-on-Sea -1 22
Herne Bay -1 24
Margate -1 52
Deal -2 38
Dover -2 53
Dungeness -3 05
Eastbourne -2 48
Newhaven -2 47
Brighton -2 51
Worthing -2 36
Portsmouth -2 29
Ryde -2 29
Southampton *  -2 53
Poole (Entrance) *  -5 09
Bournemouth *  -5 09
Swanage *  -5 19
Portland +4 57
Torquay +4 40
Dartmouth +4 25
Plymouth +4 05
Fowey +3 53
Falmouth +3 30
Newquay +3 32
Padstow +3 45
Barnstaple +4 30
Weston-super-Mare +5 05
Cardif (Penarth) +5 15
Barry +5 08

Swansea +4 42
Milford Haven +4 37
Fishguard +5 44
Aberystwyth -6 11
Barmouth -5 45
Holyhead -3 28
Menai Bridge -3 08
Colwyn Bay -2 47
Southport -2 55
Blackpool  -2 50
Morecambe -2 33
Barrow (Ramsden) -2 28
Whitehaven -2 30
Kirkcudbright Bay -2 25
Girvan -1 51
Ayr -1 44
Lamlash -1 45
Greenock -1 19
Oban +4 12
Gairloch +5 16
Ullapool +5 36
Belfast -2 47
Douglas -2 44

IRELAND

Dun Laoghaire -2 09
Arklow  -4 41
Rosslare harbour  +4 39
Baginbun Head  +3 53
Ballycotton  +3 45
Courtmacsherry  +3 32
Baltimore  +3 35
Bantry  +3 15
Fenit pier  +3 13
Kilrush  +4 02
Galway  +3 36
Clifden Bay  +3 41
Westport Bay  +3 57
Sligo harbour  +4 25
Killybegs  +4 21
Rathmullan  +4 43

NORTHERN IRELAND

Belfast  -2 47
Portrush  +5 48
Red Bay  -2 41
Carrickfergus  -2 42

TIDAL VARIATIONS FROM LONDON

London Bridge

MARCH

10 THU 02.30 7.34 14.53 7.46

11 FRI 03.12 7.49 15.36 7.47

12 SAT 03.54 7.54 16.18 7.35

13 SUN 04.34 7.45 17.00 7.09

14 MON 05.17 7.24 17.45 6.76

15 TUE 06.03 6.93 18.33 6.41

16 WED 06.58 6.58 19.32 6.11

17 THU 08.06 6.27 20.44 5.90

18 FRI 09.24 6.11 22.09 5.90

19 SAT 10.47 6.21 23.29 6.19

20 SUN 11.59 6.52 ** ** * **

21 MON 00.27 6.53 12.51 6.77

22 TUE 01.12 6.75 13.33 6.88

23 WED 01.50 6.86 14.09 6.91

24 THU 02.24 6.96 14.42 6.94

25 FRI 02.55 7.05 15.11 6.96

26 SAT 03.25 7.09 15.39 6.94

27 SUN 04.54 7.03 17.06 6.83

28 MON 05.24 6.87 17.36 6.66

29 TUE 05.54 6.67 18.07 6.45

30 WED 06.29 6.47 18.44 6.24

31 THU 07.10 6.26 19.30 6.01

TIDES FOR FEBRUARY AND MARCH

APRIL

1  FRI 08.03 6.04 20.29 5.79

2 SAT 09.14 5.89 21.55 5.74

3  SUN 10.47 6.06 23.26 6.05

4 MON ** ** * ** 12.01 6.49

5 TUE 00.36 6.52 13.03 6.90

6 WED 01.32 6.93 13.57 7.20

7 THU 02.21 7.22 14.45 7.37

8 FRI 03.06 7.44 15.30 7.45

9 SAT 03.50 7.60 16.15 7.45

10 SUN 04.33 7.65 16.57 7.32

11 MON 05.15 7.56 17.40 7.07

12 TUE 06.00 7.31 18.24 6.73

13 WED 06.46 6.97 19.11 6.39

14 THU 07.40 6.59 20.06 6.08

15 FRI 08.44 6.26 21.15 5.86

16 SAT 09.57 6.10 22.36 5.85

17 SUN 11.15 6.16 23.54 6.08

18 MON ** ** * ** 12.28 6.41

19 TUE 00.56 6.41 13.22 6.65

20 WED 01.42 6.64 14.05 6.76

21 THU 02.21 6.79 14.40 6.81 

22 FRI 02.55 6.91 15.12 6.86

23 SAT 03.27 7.02 15.42 6.91

24 SUN 03.58 7.07 16.11 6.92

25 MON 04.29 7.04 16.41 6.84

Copyright reserved: Proudman Oceanographic Laboratory.

Go to: www.facebook.com/seaanglermag

Q BE PART OF SEA ANGLER’S 
FACEBOOK COMMUNITY

Q�GET THE 
LATEST 
NEWS, 
CATCH 
STORIES 
AND CHAT 
WITH 
FELLOW 
READERS 

Follow us on...
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A
question that’s often asked 

on Internet fishing forums is 
“Would you rather catch more 
bass, or bigger bass?” and, being 
a relative newcomer to the art of 

lure fishing, my answer has always been more.
Don’t get me wrong, I’d have liked nothing 

better than to catch a lunker every time I 
ventured out but, first of all, I considered 
consistency to be the Holy Grail and a more 
realistic target. That was until last season.

As usual, I began my bass hunt in mid-April 
with the traditional blank. That didn’t put me 
off, though, and a week later I was out again, 
hoping for better luck.

I arrived at my chosen mark an hour before 
low water, and for the next four hours I 
cycled through several of my most productive 
plugs from previous years, and a few of my 
new purchases. Despite my efforts, I still 
didn’t have any luck until well into darkness 
when I was ‘walking’ a small top-water plug 
slowly towards me across the dark water’s 
surface when, bang, it was smashed about 10 

metres out. A fantastic scrap ensued before I 
successfully landed the culprit, which turned 
out to a 7lb 8oz personal best. What a way to 
start the season.

The next couple of sessions resulted in 
blanks, but the memory of that first fish kept 
me going. On my next outing, the blanks were 
well and truly forgotten when, not only did  
I land four bass, which was my most 
productive lure session to date, but they 
included a second personal best of 8lb 2oz, 
and then a third of 10lb exactly.

BIGGER BASS
Over the next few sessions my mind was still 
on numbers, but the bigger bass just kept on 
coming, no more new bests, but a 6lb 8oz fish 
on a lure and a 6lb 10oz on bait kept things 
ticking over very nicely.

As usual, the summer months brought a 
lull in numbers of bass caught, but I took the 
opportunity to fulfil another aim of mine, 
which was to make more use of soft plastics 
and, thanks to some great blogs on the BASS 
website and some fantastic advice from the 
members, I eventually caught my first fish on
a senko, when a feisty four-pounder put in an
appearance to keep my numbers rising slowly.

Summer passed and, as autumn set in, it
was the senko again that accounted for

my next fish of note when I tempted 
another beauty of 8lb 6oz on the seemingly 
unattractive piece of plastic. 

I hoped that this would be just the start of 
a productive autumn but, unfortunately, it 
wasn’t to be, and after a string of disappointing 
blanks, the increasingly unsettled weather 
eventually brought an end to my season.

So my final tally in 2015 was 19 lure-caught 
bass, including four personal bests, and just 
the one on bait, which also happened to 
be a pb. This gave an average weight of just 
over 4lb per bass, which was more than I 
could possibly have dreamed of at the start 
of the year. Although it wasn’t the massive 
leap in numbers I had hoped for, it was an 
improvement nonetheless.

Since then I’ve spent the winter planning 
my next campaign. Although I still hope one 
day to catch consistently large numbers of 
bass, after the quality of the fish I caught last 
year that aim doesn’t seem to be as important 
as it once was. I’m increasingly asking myself 
the question, “Is quality better than quantity 
after all?” Q

BASS ANGLERS’ SPORTFISHING SOCIETY

Words and photography 
by Andy Parry

QUANTITY?
QUALITY OR 

Is it better to catch bigger bass, or more?

 ■ Keep up to date with BASS through 
its blog on www.ukbass.com or on 
Facebook or Twitter.
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SEA ANGLER CHARTER BOATS ENGLAND

High Flyer

email: eastangliancharters@gmail.com

Full time Skipper
Mobile

07920 043979

GIFT
VOUCHERS

AVAILABLE

Single bookings taken
Beginners welcome

Onboard toilet

www.eastangliancharters.co.uk

GLORIA B 11 - 38 feet
BRIGHTLINGSEA ESSEX

EXPERIENCED SKIPPER FOR

30 YEARS, LICENSED FOR UP TO

11 PERSONS, RODS, TACKLE

AND BAIT AVAILABLE. SNACKS

AND HOT OR COLD DRINKS, W/C

ABOARD,  8 HR TRIPS, LARGE

DECK SPACE, 38ft, RNLI 28 YRS.

Say your goodbye’s service
(Scattering of ashes)

Catering for parties 7 days a week, call now!

TERRY: 07532 204242

www.gloriab2charters.co.uk

SKERRY BELLE
Ramsgate (1 hour from London)

Tel: 07805 250427 www.ramsgatefishingcharters.co.uk

��;nf[h_[dY[Z�ia_ff[h%Wd]b[h�
He][h�B[dded
�Mh[Ya"�h[[\"�WdY^eh"�Zh_\j�Åi^_d]
�7bb [gk_fc[dj%XW_j ikffb_[Z
�Ed XeWhZ je_b[j j[W%Ye\\[[
�8[]_dd[hi" ]hekfi" _dZ_l_ZkWbi" \Wc_b_[i�m[bYec[
�B_Y[di[Z \eh '(" fWha_d] ( c_di \hec XeWj

2, 3, 4, 6 and 8 hr SEA FISHING TRIPS 
aboard STARIDA II & SARAH 

JANE TOO  from BEAUMARIS 
Groups and Individuals welcome. 

Tuition available 
Rod hire and boat available 

01248 810379 
starida.co.uk

‘Haf-Aled’ Pwllehli

40 KNTS COUGAR CATAMARAN

YYY�PQTVJYCNGUƂUJKPIEJCTVGT�EQO
Call Jason Owen 07990683901

Easy Access, Toilet
Sheltered Seating
Wreck, Reel, Tope, Bream, 
Bass, Shark Fishing

UT THE BLUE
www.boatfi shing.net
Tel 07781 104356

DARTMOUTH CATAMARAN CHARTERS
“Samuel Irvin 3”
s Skipper - Ian Noble

Email: iannoble@tesco.net
Mob: 07780 970 803

Phone: 01803 834 598
www.dartmouthcharters.co.uk

“Gemini”
s Skipper - Dave Harrison

Email: geminifishing@live.co.uk
Mob: 07968 599 245

Phone: 01803 851 766
www.geminifishing.co.uk

SEA ANGLER CHARTERS WALES

SEA ANGLER TACKLE SHOP 

Great Yarmouth

England - Ramsgate

England - Guernsey

England - Essex

England - Dartmouth

Wales - Gwynedd

Wales - Anglesey

Scotland - Oban

99% CATCH RATE!!

WRECK/REEF
& SHARK FISHING 

Licensed for 10 anglers

Fully equipped – day/evening trips. Individuals 
and juniors welcome. Bait/rod hire available.

Book for 2016
Contact skipper/owner Malc Jones 
01752 316289 or 07977 097690 

www.seaanglerii.co.uk

Sea Angler II
Lochin 33 Sport Fisherman
Sponsored by

Kylebhan Charter
Charter boat available

from Oban to the

Hebridean Islands

� $FFRPPRGDWLRQ IRU ��
SHUVRQV RQ ERDUG LQ �[�
EHUWK FDELQV

� +HDWHG &DELQV IRU ZLQWHU
ÀVKLQJ DQG DOO PHDOV
SURYLGHG RQ ERDUG

� :HHNHQG RU ORQJHU WULSV WR
VXLW \RXU QHHGV

For details please telephone

07775 508 242 or 07899 897 576

Email: kylebhan@aol.com

 

GIANT SKATE FISHING

FROM DUNSTAFFNAGE MARINA

BY OBAN SCOTLAND

COMMON SKATE TO 200LBS PLUS,

BAIT AND TACKLE PROVIDED

SEAVIEW ANGLING

COMING SOON
our NEWWebsite

www.luremad.co.uk

46 Farady Mill, Plymouth, PL4 0ST

01752 269698

MASSIVE
SALE

NOW ON

LockStockandTackle

Hook - A - Fish
Fishing Tackle and Bait

47 Pier Road
Littlehampton
West Sussex
BN17 5LW

Open 7 days a week
01903 723955

www.hookafish.co.uk

Cumbria Angling
Whitehaven CA28 7EY
ABU, Daiwa, Penn, Shakespeare

Century, Sundridge & more.

Baitbox Frozen Baits, Fresh Rag

Open Tue-Fri: 10am-6pm

Sat: 9am-5pm Sun: 10am-2pm

Tel: 01946 693233
Email: cumbriaangling@btopenworld.com

‘KATRINA’
40’ Fast, purpose built vessel with
a large a� deck. Fully Licensed/
Insured for up to 12x Anglers.

Specialising in Wreck and
General Fishing

roger.kms@gmail.com
07860 421401

REECER
Dover’s top Bass skipper, ex-macer ‘G’ 
Welcomes customers old & new aboard 
his offshore 105. Fully licensed & insured

Tel: 01634 570740
After 6pm 01634 235494 

PBA Member

Fishing Tackle
By ABU, Daiwa, Masterline,  

Rapala and other leading makes.

Fresh and frozen baits.

D & E Hughes
24 Penlan Street, Pwllheli

Telephone: 01758 613291

www.LlynAngling.net

 
 

  
 

Final Answer
Available 7 Days a Week

Maximum 10 persons

:UHFN ÀVKLQJ � &RQJHU ÀVKLQJ

'HHS VHD � UHHI � EDQN ÀVKLQJ

Tel: 01243 553977 
Mobile: 07850 312068 

www.ourjoy.co.uk

England -
Watchet

England -
Sussex

England - 
Portland/Weymouth

England - 
Plymouth

England - 
Littlehampton

England - Dover

Sussex

Plymouth

Portsmouth

Gwynedd

DevonCumbria
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OPINION

T
here I was concentrating onmy

fishing when I heard a voice: “You
look like an expert, I wonder if you
could help me?”

For a moment I thought the man in 
a wet suit standing next to me must be speaking 
to someone else, possibly someone in the sea, 
because I was the only person, other than my 
son, standing on the long, natural stone pier of 
rocks stretching out into the bay.

Realising the oddly-dressed character was 
indeed engaging me in conversation, it also 
dawned on me that he was the same bather who 
I had been watching a few minutes beforehand 
splashing about in the water, about 100 yards 
beyond my rod tip.

“I’m no expert.” I laughed, secretly hoping 
that he would misconstrue this comment as 
modesty. He did.

“You look like you know what you’re doing,” 
he added, wrongly.

I really didn’t. I hadn’t caught a single fish  
for months, despite at least 40 forays to the 
coast, but I decided I would carry on playing 
the part of the modest expert that he seemed to 
want me to be.

“Can you lend me some bait?” asked my new 
acquaintance, “I’ve just seen a huge fish out 
there? I want to try and catch it,” he said.

He peered into my bait ‘bucket’ – actually, 
it was a hat full of dying ragworms and rotting 
squid; it was a very hot day.

“Err, yeah, of course.” I was so overawed at his 
earlier description of me looking like I was a pro 

that I would have given him anything he asked
for at that moment; it just shows what a bit of
flattery does to a man.

“It’s a big orange thing,” he said and
demonstrated its size by extending his arms 
to about a yard apart, something I much later 
learned to do after catching a tiny rockling (my 
first catch) about four weeks later.

Unwilling to let my actual knowledge belie my 
new status, I quickly searched the almost empty 
depths of fish-related knowledge in my mind, 
settling for a word a real fisherman had said 
earlier that morning.

“Wrasse,” I shouted, wondering at the same 
time how it might be spelt and immediately 
dismissing this worry as unnecessary. He 
probably wasn’t going to ask me to write it 
down for him. He didn’t, instead focussing 
on the word and repeating it over to himself, 
presumably so he could, in turn, impress others 
with his knowledge, not realising it was from 
a man who knew next to nothing and was  
almost certainly wrong.

Out of the corner of my eye I saw my son roll 
his eyes; he knew I was winging it and that I 
didn’t actually know the difference between a 
wrasse and a tuna. I gave the swimmer a handful 
of rag, assured him that wrasse loved them, the 
only nearly correct thing I’d said so far (wrasse 
eat ragworms, but prefer it not to be quite as 
dead as mine), and watched as he squished them 
on to a large hook at the end of a very short line.

This surprised me. Even with my limited 
experience I realised he’d need more than 6ft 

of mono to cast the 100-odd yards out to where
he’d found his prize, even if his fish was still
there, waiting patiently to be caught. It turns
out I was wrong about the length of line thing.

With a hearty “thank you” the bather-cum-
fisherman lowered himself into the kelp at 
my feet and vanished into the murky depths 
of Kimmeridge Bay. My son, Doog, looked as 
astonished as I felt.

I was transfixed by the sight of this curious 
figure slowly bobbing out to sea on a mission to 
re-write all I knew about fishing. Suddenly, he 
dived like a porpoise and vanished.

“Perhaps we’ve been doing it all wrong Doog,” 
I eventually muttered, “maybe we wasted our 
time learning to cast.”

I don’t know whether he eventually caught 
his prey or not, I never saw him again. I hope he 
didn’t drown as I’d grown to rather like him. I 
soon forgot all about the swimmer, distracted 
by some more traditional fishing action. My 
rod twitched, bent double and vanished into 
the sea, along with the particularly inadequate 
tripod it was resting on.

Although, as always, I hoped for my first 
bite, deep down I knew it was the ubiquitous 
seaweed and tide dragging the rod over and out 
of reach. As I clambered knee deep into the 
kelp to retrieve it, I felt no disappointment, as 
Churchill (or maybe it was Bear Grylls) once 
said: “Success is the ability to go from one failure 
to another with no loss of enthusiasm.”

Poor fisherman as I was (and probably still 
am), I certainly haven’t lost any enthusiasm. Q

LAST WORD
THIS MONTH:
DAVID OLIVER
He loves his ishing, 
but admits he really 
isn’t very good

LOOK AND LEARN
Even the clueless can appear like experts in the eyes of others

If at first you don't 
succeed, just look 

like you know what 
you're doing



For all your ishing tackle needs visit

www.gerrysfi shing.com
01524 
422146
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52-54 Marine Road West, Morecambe LA4 4EU

FREE POST OVER £99 FREE POST OVER £99

Anglers Serving Anglers
Fishing

ADVICE FROM FISHING’S ELITE, HUGE DISCOUNTS & MUCH MORE

CALL NOW FOR OUR FREE 68 PAGE CATALOGUE

FREE
POST
OVER
£99

IMAX SIZE GUIDE
#HEST SIZES� s3MALL ���� s-ED ���� s,ARGE ����

s8,AR E ���� s88, ���� s888, ����

RRP £249.99 .

          AQUABREAT
TION SUIT

ghtweight durable
ell fabric
0% 

aterproof
  rasion guard
  inforced

bows and
oulders

  and-warmer
ckets

  way
justable hood
r unrestricted
sion

  fety whistle
  inforced

ees and seat

           COASTA
MO SMO

The Imax Coastal Thermo
Smock is 100% waterproof
all seams taped. The large
zipped front pocket and
hand warmer pockets,
neoprene cuffs.

NORM £79.99

GERRYS £59.90

���	
����

HE
M

A Smart looking tough s
with hood, neoprene stor
cuffs and a large front zip
pocket designed to keep y
warm & dry. Our best
selling waterproof.
Sizes: S 33-38”,
M 37-42”, L 42-44”,
XL 45-48”, XXL 49-54”

GERRYS 
£39.95 

���	

VASS 305-5L HEAVY
BREATHABLE WADE
Very Tough!
Designed and developed for
the most hostile sea fi shing
environments. Using the tried
and tested Vass Boot as its base
then built up using the most
advanced material technology
Vass have created the 
ultra-tough and reliable
Vass-Tex 305 5L. It’s very tough,
breathable and above all, in
many cases, up to three times
more waterproof than other
leading breathable waders.
Cleated Sole
RRP £249.95 GP £239.9
Studded Sole
RRP £269.99 GP £249.9
Sizes - 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12

VASS T
NOVA 7
CHEST
WADER
This dura
PVC wade
is our best
seller. It’s
tough an
durable y
soft enou
to move
freely.
Complete
with a sup
loads of other features.
Highly rated. Sizes 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, 12 or 13
Cleated Sole
RRP £79.99 GP £69.99
Studded Sole
RRP £89.99 GP £79.99

eathable,
htweight
t surprisingl
ong. These
ocks are
ed by the
gland
ore team
d are very
liable. Complete
th a hard wearing
od, elasticated

cuffs and large.
Cols: Smock -
Red/Black or Grey/Bl .
Cols: B+B - Dark grey/black.
Sizes: S 36-38”, M 38-40”, L 40-43”,
XL 43-45”, XXL 46-48”, XXXL 48-49”

TEAM VASS 175
BREATHABLE
AN

SMOCK £66.99 B+B £43.95

HERMO
IB & BRACE

Finally Imax have
brought out a matching
B+B to their thermal smocks
and jackets. It’s made to
the same spec as the thermo
smock to ensure it’s quality.

RRP £69.99 GERRYS £54.99

NEW

IN!

���	

����

THERM
JACKE

Latest Imax lined waterproo
A great smart looking
product, zip off hood and
adjustable cuffs.
Med, Large, XLarge, XXL.

£49.99 ���

����

Salt Tripod
- Inc top and

N W

Ian Golds
Supermatch

1
plete with all
ssories) Spiked
, bucket hook,
e clip, foot
 leg clip, Leg
 Kit, Trace

 Leg
nders and

 Luminous
  uble Head
    d Double Cup.

B1 6ft £49.99
B2 7ft £54.99

Imax Tripods,
 the best
  value
   on the

market!

 6ft Silver fix legs with
leg lock kit, double

cups & head
£29.99

DAIWA TDSB2
TEAM BOX
s )NC� PADDED STRAP � CUSHION�

BOX ONLY £29.9
WITH BACKREST

CONVERSION £64.9

TRONIX
SEATBOX
Ideal smaller seatbox
complete with top tray for

NEW
IN!

LUGGAGE
Fantastic quality lugga
- none better!

Rucksacks

35 ltr

Competition
Quiver Holdall
takes 8 rods
plus tripod.
£

Fixed
Spool
Reel Case
£5.99

Session
Quiver
Holdall

takes
4 rods

plus tripod. £19.99

 Bait +
Cool Bag

(M) £16.99

£19.99Imax Rig
wallet
14 pouches
2 external
pks £10.

Imax Neo Reel
pouches med or
large £4.50

GERRYS £19.99

esigned to kee
ry time and tim
gain no matter
ow hard you
buse it and how
ad the weather
. Smock is
omplete with a
ard wearing
ood, elasticate
uffs and large
ront pocket.

Sizes – S 36-38”,
M 38-40”, L 40-43”,
XL 43-45”, XXL 46-48”,
XXXL 48-49”

SMOCK £59.90  
B+B £43.95

T  
HEAVY DUTY 
SMOCK AND B+B

���	

����

���	

����

innest braid on the market.
ls – Moss Green or Crystal

 HIPLASH 300 YDS

20lb 0.06mm £27.99

30lb 0.10mm £27.99

35lb 0.12mm £29.99

50lb 0.17mm £27.99

65lb 0.21mm £29.99

80lb 0.24mm £29.99

100lb 0.28mm £29.99

POWERFLEX
LEADER
Supple with
high abrasion
qualities. Cols:
Crystal or Orange. Sizes: 
40lb, 50lb, 60lb, 70lb, 80lb
50M - £3.95
4oz Spool - £9.95

DERRI
BOOTS
Warm down
to -40c and
come with
a great sole.
Sizes: 6, 7, 8,
9, 10, 11, 12

RRP £44.99

GP £39.99

OPEN DAY SAT 30TH APRIL

RRP £139.99  GP £128.95

- E
THERMO SUIT
The suit we have all be
waiting for. The upgrade
from the original Thermo
suit. This suit offers higher
thermal qualities than the
orginal yet still retaining
the brilliant usability and
comfort of the older suit.
s�3TRONG�SHELL�FABRIC�������
polyester microfiber with
durable water repellant
fi nish 
s������WATERPROOF��
8000mm rating
s�)NSULATED�BY����GSM�����
polyester padding for great
s�3OFT�COMFORTABLE������POLYESTER MICROmEECE LINING
s�(IGH�QUALITY�ZIPPERS�
s�2Em�ECTIVE�PIPING�AND�PRINTS�
s�#OMFORT�DOWN�TO����C�

UK’S LARGEST SELECTION OF NORW Y F HING 
TRAVEL BOAT RODS
Superb, 1000s sold, ideal for travel or just leaving
on the boat or in the car. In tube 60cm (24") braid
friendly SIC guide.

20-30lb 6ft 6”.
4 piece with tube ............. RRP £99.99 GP £74.99

30-50lb 6ft 6”. 4 piece with tube
......................................... RRP £104.99 GP £79.99

TLD’S
The TLD has been the go to
reel for big fi sh and wreckin
for so many years mainly dow
to its reliability. Tried and test
TLD 15 Cap 490yds/20lb (4.2:1
...........................RRP £169.99
TLD 20 Cap 450yds/30lb (3.6:1
....................................... RRP £
TLD 25 Cap 450yds/40lb (3.6:1 i )
....................................... RRP £199.99 GP £134.99
TLD 20 2 SPEED 450m/30lb (4:1/1.7:1 Ratio)
....................................... RRP £269.99 GP £199.99
TLD 30 2 SPEED 600m/30lb (4:1/1.7:1 Ratio)
....................................... RRP £289.99 GP £199.99
TLD 50 2 SPEED 700yds/50lb (3.5:1/1.7:1 Ratio)
....................................... RRP £379.99 GP £259.99

OKUMA METALOI
LEVER DRAG’S
NEW FOR 2015 + 3 YEAR WARR

Made from a one piece fully
machined aluminum frame
with 4 ABEC-5 rated EZO Ja
ball bearings.

M-5S SINGLE SPEED Cap 430y
(6.4:1 Ratio)  ............. RRP £23 . .

M-12 SINGLE SPEED Cap 510yds20lb mono
(6.4:1 Ratio) ..............RRP £299.99 GP £239.99

M-12 2 SPEED Cap 510yds/20lb mono
(4.7:1/2.7:1 Ratio) .... RRP £299.99 GP £249.99

EVIA STILETTO JIGS
Regarded as one of
the best Cod jig
around. Complete
with Assit Hook.
Cols – Green, Blue,
Sandeel, Chrome.

250g £5.99 350g £6.99 450g £8.99

WESTIN CRAZY
DAISY
400g 27cm. A great all
rounder for Cod & Coalfish.
Comes complete with 2 paddle
tail body and  one curl tail body.
Colours: Lively Gladus,
Fancy Cola Cacao, Rainbow,
Days of Thunder, Blue Glamour.

SAVAGE GEAR CUTBAIT
HERRING KITS
Complete with 2 paddle
tail body and one curl tail
body. Colours: Red Fish,
Puffin, Coalfish,
Tequila Sunrise, Real Herring.

CJT
SMART
JIGS
200G £3.9

250G £4.9

300G £5.99

Cols: Gold/Mack or Blue/Silver

PENN
RAMPAGE 2

4 Piece Travel Rods Built using a special mix of 
24-ton carbon, these 4-piece, lightweight, slim 
diameter blanks feature a modern fast taper 
action with supple tip. Supplied in carry tube.

 

RRP £79.99 GP £69.99

GP 
£19.99 270g 20cm - £17.99 460g 25cm - £19.99



UK’S LEADING STOCKIST OF ZZIPLEX RODS!

Zziplex Profile GT Casting weight 3-5oz................................................
...................................... Blank Price £369.99 Standard Build £449.99

Zziplex Profile Evo Approximate length of 13ft 8”. 2 equal sections.
Casting weight 3-6oz .. Blank Price £349.99 Standard Build £429.99

Zziplex M4GT 13ft 8” approx length, 2 equal sections. Casting weight
4-6oz. ........................... Blank Price £429.99 Standard Build £509.99

Zziplex M4 Hi-Flex Match 13ft 5” approx length. Casting weight
4-8oz ............................ Blank Price £419.99 Standard Build £499.99

Zziplex M4 Evo 13ft 5” approx length, 2 equal sections, casting
weight 4-8oz................ Blank Price £419.99 Standard Build £499.99

Zziplex TF 50/50 13ft 4” approx length, 2 equal sections, casting
weight 4-8oz..............Blank Price £339.99 Standard Build £4119.99

Zziplex HSM 13ft 7” approx length 7ft 3” tip with 6ft 4” butt. Casting
weight 4-8oz................ Blank Price £429.99 Standard Build £509.99

Zziplex Dymic LT14 14ft approx length, 8ft tip 6ft butt. Casting
weight 4-8oz................ Blank Price £429.99 Standard Build £509.99

Zziplex Dymic LT14 Evo 14ft approx length, 8ft tip 6ft butt. Casting
weight 4-8oz................ Blank Price £429.99 Standard Build £509.99

Zziplex Dymic LT Bullet 14ft approx length, 8ft tip 6ft butt. Casting
weight 4-8oz................ Blank Price £399.00 Standard Build £479.99

Zziplex Dymic HST Evo 13ft 6”. Casting weight 4-8oz , 7ft 2” tip 6ft
4” butt ......................... Blank Price £439.99 Standard Build £499.99

Zziplex Primo Synchro Casting weight 4-8oz, 13ft 2” approx length.
7ft 2” tip 6ft butt ........ Blank Price £369.99 Standard Build £449.99

Zziplex Primo Hi-Flex Casting weight 4-8oz 13ft 6” approx length. 7ft
2” tip 6ft butt. ............. Blank Price £389.99 Standard Build £469.99

Zziplex M427 Casting weight 4-8oz, 7ft 4” tip 7ft butt .........................
...................................... Blank Price £419.99 Standard Build £499.99

Zziplex M427 SU 14ft 4”. Casting weight 4-8oz, 7ft 4” tip 7ft butt
...................................... Blank Price £399.99 Standard Build £479.99

Zziplex M427 Hi-Flex 14ft 4”. Casting weight 4-8oz, 7ft 4” tip 7ft butt
...................................... Blank Price £419.99 Standard Build £499.99

Zziplex Zeteque GT 13ft 9” approx length. Casting weight 4-8oz
...................................... Blank Price £419.99 Standard Build £499.99

Zziplex Zeteque TXL Approx length just over 14ft. Casting weight
5-8oz ............................ Blank Price £439.99 Standard Build £519.99

Zziplex Zeteque TXL GT 14ft 2” approx length, casting weight 5-8oz
...................................... Blank Price £429.99 Standard Build £509.99

Zziplex TRC 14ft 6” approx length. Casting weight 4-8oz. 7ft 6” tip 7ft
butt .............................. Blank Price £499.99 Standard Build £579.99

Zziplex Lite Bass 11ft 7” approx, 7ft 4” tip, 4ft. Casting weight 2-4oz
...................................... Blank Price £229.99 Standard Build £309.99

Zziplex Powertex Bass 12ft 8” approx length. 8ft tip 4ft 8” butt.
Casting weight 2-5oz .. Blank Price £269.99 Standard Build £349.99

Zziplex Sea Raider II Uptide Casting weight 3-9oz a 7ft tip and a 2ft
10” butt. ...................... Blank Price £189.99 Standard Build £269.99

NEW PENN
RAMPAGE

68 pages of the latest and best sea
fishing tackle

Call for your free copy!

CATALOGUE

OUT NOW!

GERRYS FISHING PAGE 2

ARENA SURF

15FT HYBRID TIP RRP £79.99 GP £69.99
New for 2015 and excellent value for money.

SOLICA SURF
Best Sellers! Rated 1 - g, piece. est value for money rod
on the market.
14ft Power Tip   RRP £119.99 £99.99
15ft Hybrid Tip RRP £134.99 £109.99
16ft Power Tip RRP £139.99 £119.99

KEMICA SURF
A great and easy to cast blanks with a little more grunt in the
butt section than the Solica. Rated 100-200g.
14ft Power Tip   RRP £149.99 £119.99
15ft Hybrid Tip RRP £159.99 £129.99

EOLICA SURF
Fitted with Fuji guides and a great tip. A real joy to use. 100-200g
rating, 3 piece. A nice choice of models to suit anyone.
14ft Power Tip   RRP £189.99 £159.99
15ft Hybrid Tip RRP £199.99 £159.99

AURICA SURF
Top of the range ultra slim rod with one of the best tips on
the market. Rated 80-250g making them very versatile rods. 3
piece with a choice of designs to suit anyone.
14ft Power Tip RRP £309.99 £249.99
15ft Hybrid Tip RRP £309.99 £279.99

MYTICA SURF
Tons of power with a quick recovery. This range is all about
distance. Rated 100-250g, these 3 piece rods can seriously
improve your fishing.
14ft Power Tip RRP £289.99 £239.99
15ft Hybrid Tip RRP £319.99 £259.99

Cast into the

SUNSET WAVE MASTER
S2 COMPETITION
A superb rod made from the best carbon materials. The continental
is designed to stand up to bigger sea’s and tides. It has an incredibly
quick recovery whic duces HUGE distances.
14ft 4.25mt 4-    £379.99 £359.99

15ft 4.50mt 9 £379.99

SUNSET  OMPETITION
The Wave fig    et rods but still has
an impressi    ter tip.
14ft 4.2    
15ft 4.5

NEW

NEW

LOW

PRICES

All Zziplex r
Fuji Alconite guides, shrink
tube, coasters + rod bag. All
professionally finished in house in

Zziplex colours Red, White & Blue, but any custom build can be
accommodated just call for advice! Note: We can now offer Fuji
Titanium Torzite K Guides for the customer that wants the best!

EXCALIBUR TT 14ft 10” NORM £624.95 GP £546.85

EXCALIBUR J CURVE 13ft 6” NORM £514.50 GP £450.00

EXCALIBUR C CURVE 13ft 10” NORM £514.50 GP £450.00

EXCALIBUR SRE 13FT 8” NORM £514.50 GP £450.00
15FT NORM £524.95 GP £459.00

TIP TORNADO
SPORT 13ft 6” NORM £434.50 GP £380.00

SUPERMATCH 13ft 6” NORM £430.00 GP £376.00

MATCH 13ft 6” NORM £425.00 GP £372.50

LOW DIAMETER SUPERMATCH 13ft
NORM £411.50 GP £360.00

LOW DIAMETER 13ft NORM £385.00 GP £337.00

KOMPRESSOR
WR300 13ft NORM £468.50 GP £409.99

SUPER SPORT SS 13ft 10” NORM £434.00 GP £379.75

SPORT S 13ft 10” NORM £425.00 GP £371.95

ELIMINATOR
T800 SGT 13ft 6” (3-7oz) NORM £499.99 GP £465.00

T900 SGT 14ft 44” (3-7oz) NORM £529.99 GP £498.99

T1000 14FT 10” NORM £624.95 GP £546.85

RAMPAGE 2 BASS 11FT 6” 2-4 OZ
Light Weight, slim diameter, 24 ton carbon blank supple tip designed to protect soft 
baits when casting and retain excellent bite registrations. Fuji fittings throughout. 
3pc blank. ROD ONLY £99.99 – COMBO UP WITH PENN SURFBLASTER 7000 & 300 
YARDS AND SPIDERWIRE EZ BRAID. RRP £229.97 COMBO PRICE £189.99
RAMPAGE 2 BEACH 13FT 4-6 OZ 
Solid, dependable, powerful this 3pc,13ft 24 ton blank is fitted with Fuji rings throughout. The action is designed 
to get the best from a simple overhead cast, but still retains the enough power when using off the ground or 
pendulum casting styles. Supplied with a Cordura tube. ROD ONLY £99.99 – COMBO UP WITH PENN SURFBLASTER 
8000 & 300 YARDS AND SPIDERWIRE EZ BRAID. RRP £229.97 COMBO PRICE £189.99
RAMPAGE 2 BEACH 15FT 9” 4-6 OZ 
Features a 3piece 24-ton carbon blank. With unique hybrid ringing suitable for either fixed spool or multiplier use 
with Fuji rings throughout a fast, progressive action that is designed to get the very best from a simple overhead 
thump. The extra length with this 15ft9” blank helps the user achieve casting distances never before accomplished 
with simple overhead casting style delivers maximum power. Great bite registration when fishing for anything from 
Dabs and Whiting right through to the biggest Bass and winter Cod. Supplied with a Cordura tube.
ROD ONLY £119.99 – COMBO UP WITH PENN SURFBLASTER 7000 & 300 YARDS AND SPIDERWIRE EZ BRAID.
RRP £249.97 COMBO PRICE £209.99

W 7000 Mono spool cap: 270mt x
5mm + braid spool cap: 270mt x 0.18mm

RRP £99.99 GP £79.99
00 Mono spool cap: 340mt x 0.40mm + braid
ool cap: 300mt x 0.18mm RRP £99.99 GP £79.99

UR BLASTER

AERLEX 8000 PG
ough ground GP £74.

ULTEGRA Ci4
14000 XS-B
Total reliability. Aero wrap line, slow oscillation
for longer casting. 3 spools + line arbours.

Cap: 400mts x 25lb. NORM £289.99 GP £239.9

EW SPINFISHER 7
+1 ball bearings. Will winch up

RP £189.99 GERRY’S £149.99

PENN BATTLE II
8000 LONG CAST

Capacity mono spool 370yds 15lb
Capacity braid spool 220yds 0.22mm

RRP £139.99

GERRY’S
£129.99

MAG 2 515 275x15lb
RRP £139.99 GP £104.99
MAG 2 525 310x15lb

RRP £149.99 GP £109.99
535 MAG 2 Bigger size for rock/light boat work.
320yds x 20lb Norm £159.99 GP £129.99

NEW
LOW

PRICES

TOURNO MAGS
 Tourno 555 MM3 240 x 15lb (0.35m)
 Tourno 666 MM3 330 x 15lb (0.35m)
 Tourno 656 MM3 300 x 15lb (0.35m)

RRP
£229.99

GP
£219.99

FREE POST OVER £99 FREE POST OVER £99

TRUTH REELS
LIFE TIME WARRANTY

TRUTH SM STAR MAG
The SM (Star Mag) star drag fishing reel is design
distance casters. Featuring a free floating spool,
counter balanced handle, mechanical spool
tensioner, adjustable magnetic cast control knob
and enormous 6:1 gear ratio this reel gives you
complete control over the speed of the spool and
allows you to make long, accurate casts, while still
stopping power. This reel simply oozes power and quality and is ideal for 
mixed to heavy shore fishing. It has also performed well tackling larger
species such as Skate and Tope from the shore.
Cap 275yds of 20lb. Gerry’s £349.99

TRUTH SG LEVER DRAG
The SG (Small Game) is a top-notch lever drag reel that has proven itself as 
very competent, yet surprisingly light-weight. S
the SG was dubbed the “Little Big Reel” by cha
Whether you’re near shore or offshore, the SG
ability to catch everything from fluke and flou
most powerful Tope & Cod. This reel should no
underestimated. Ratio 6:1, Ratio 275yds of 20lb

Gerry’s £279.99

01524
422146

OPEN DAY SAT 30TH APRIL

UK MADE

Anglers Serving Anglers
Fishing

For all your ishing tackle needs visit

www.gerrysfi shing.com
52-54 Marine Road West,Morecambe LA4 4EU

ADVICE FROM FISHING’S ELITE, HUGE DISCOUNTS & MUCH MORE

TRONIX COBRA GT

14ft £299.99
15ft £319.99

ONLY
£99.99

Features:
s�PC
s�#ASTS
100-200g
s�#OMPLETE�
in semi 
rigid carry 
case.

TRONIX VIPER GT 
14FT SURF

It’s casting range is
80-180g which is roughly

3 - 6.5oz. During tests we have found
the rod produces it’s best distance using

4 & 5oz leads depending on the individual 
casting. The tip of the rod is designed to 

pick up the smallest bites when scratching 
at range. 80-180g, 3 piece.


