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What makes editing the magazine 
so much fun? The sheer variety of 
people I meet and the machinery 
they build. OK, every trike 
has three wheels – I get that. 
But I’m here to celebrate the 
individualism that shines through 
in the massively different ways 
people build their trikes.

This issue of Trike magazine is one 
of the greatest celebrations yet. We 
have trikes with two wheels at the 
front, two wheels at the back and 
even, er, two wheels in line. We have 
open trikes, closed trikes; sports 
trikes, touring trikes; ones with 
bike engines, ones with car engines; 
and even one that’s imaginary!

And as our new contributor, George 
Red, says in Triketorque (page 62), 
there’s no right way or wrong way 
to do things. It’s your trike, it’s your 
choice. My one piece of advice: just 
make sure you’re fully informed before 
making your choices. Starting here!

CHRIS REES
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TRIKE
TALK

Two years after BRP first unveiled its Can-Am Spyder F3, 
BRP has revealed some F3 updates.
A new Spyder F3 Limited model is first up, designed for two-
person cruiser touring. It features self-adjusting air suspension, a 
six-speaker audio system and a removable top case with integrated 
passenger backrest and enough storage (55 litres) for two 
full-face helmets. The case can be removed in 
10 minutes, providing the option of bagger or 
full touring. The case can also be ordered as 
an option for F3-T owners wishing to upgrade 
to two-up cruising.

Other items on the Limited include heated 
grips for rider and passenger, footboards, an 

embossed suede seat, chrome front wheels and chrome trim. Two 
colours are offered: Intense Red Pearl or Pure Magnesium Metallic.

Also new for 2017 is the Can-Am Spyder F3-S with Sport Mode, 
which allows the rider to perform “controlled rear tyre spins.” 

Once the driver activates Sport Mode, the gauge displays 
‘Sport Mode’ and the Traction Control System 

is deactivated.
Another new model – also featuring Sport Mode 

– is the F3-S Daytona 500 Edition (above). In 
addition to the F3-S, this has “race-inspired” 
graphics, a gauge spoiler, ‘Super Sport’ front 
grille, high-gloss black front wheels, mono seat 
cowl and drag-style handlebars.

CAN-AM SPYDER F3 EVOLVES

TRIKE
TALK
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TRIKE DESIGN 
OPEN DAY 

According to Hank at Trike Design in Wales, Sunday 12th June 2016 
saw the firm’s best Open Day yet. 
“We had a very busy day and sold two bikes and one trike on the day,” said 
Hank. “It was a great trikers’ day out with too many people attending to count. 
Individuals, clubs and customers all came, including one person who travelled 
all the way from Scotland just for the day!”

There was a ride-in custom show with prizes, and the event also raised 
money for charity. The raffle and food sales totalled £630, which went to the 
Newlife Charity to help disabled children. 

Food was available from Suzanne of Cookies, plus Heather and her friends 
Angela and Lyn selling tea, coffees and rolls. As for Mandi’s freshly cooked 
Welsh cakes, she couldn’t make ’em quick enough – over 400 were gobbled!

“The next-door business built a stage and bar,” says Hank. “Our thanks go to 
two great bands, Smoke Stack Lightnin’, plus the fabulous Sick Note Steve. The 
bands played on late into the afternoon, by which time we were knackered!

“Thanks for the charity prize donations, and to Mike from UPVC Trade 
Centre next door for the stage and bar, Kim and Greg Bassett of Heavy Duty 
Motorcycles, Mike Harper (Chairider consultant), Bill and Lyn Gill, Angela, 
Callum, Michelle and all the staff at Trike Design.”
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‘BIG TWIN’ LIVES
Restored celebrity trike, Big Twin, has wowed the crowds at the recent SEMA Show 
in Las Vegas, where the Valspar Automotive stand displayed the freshly revived 
five-wheeled trike. 

Big Twin was conceived in 1969 by Tom McMullen and the crew at Street Chopper magazine. Designed 
by Dave Brackett for Tom’s AEE Choppers, it won lots of praise and awards back in the day. But it fell into 
disrepair, was chopped about and eventually abandoned, only to be rediscovered in 2011. 

It was given a full restoration by Paul Ponkow of Bones Legacy in Las Vegas, with the help of the original 
designer, Dave Brackett. The original paint job had been lost over the years and a new paint scheme was 
created by Ryan Evans of Count’s Kustoms.

The extraordinary machine features two Harley Sportster engines side-by-side, powering the four rear 
wheels via an automatic gearbox. Big Twin also offers seating for three people abreast.

NON-PROFIT BIKER 
EVENT SITE
A new website – Motorcycling 
Events UK at www.
motorcyclingevents.org – has 
been set up by Emma Bell. A 
non-profit organisation, it’s been 
created to inform fellow motorcycle 
riders of upcoming charity events in 
the United Kingdom. 
“All events promoted on this 
social media page are turned into 
blogs on my official website,” 
says Emma. “These blogs are 
posted fortnightly well in advance 
of the upcoming event. I also 
encourage event organizers to 
post their events on the Facebook 
page, www.facebook.com/
motorcyclingevents.”

‘1909’ MORGAN 
GOES ON SALE

Morgan’s EV3 has become the 
world’s first commercially available 
all-electric three-wheel car. 
Sales of the ‘1909’ Edition began in 
November exclusively at the London retailer 
Selfridges. The name 1909 Edition refers to 
the year that both Morgan and Selfridges 
were founded. Potential customers are able 
to test-drive the car from the famous Oxford 
Street store.

The EV3’s power comes from a 20kW 
lithium battery and a liquid-cooled 46kW 
motor driving the rear wheel. The battery 
pack takes four hours to charge and the 
EV3 can travel up to 150 miles on a single 
charge. The top speed is around 90mph and 
0-62mph comes up in under nine seconds.

The 1909 Edition is painted in “luxurious 
yet understated black” with bronze details. 
Just 19 examples are up for grabs, each 
priced at an eye-watering £52,500.

A junior version of the EV3 is also on 
offer, aimed at children. Suitable for 6-12 
year olds, the EV3 Junior has a maximum 
speed of 10mph and has forward and 
reverse gears, plus a carbon-fibre body, ash 
wood detailing and leather interior. The 
price is £6999. 
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TRIKER 
PATCHES  

ON SALE
Henk Nederhoed from Badge 
Boy says he has a new range 
of Triker patches on sale. 
“We had a lot of complaints 
from trikers that there where 
not many nice Triker patches. 
So we are starting a whole 
new line of Triker patches.”
The first one is called the Ghost 
Triker. He measures 28cm high 
and lives up to his name in looks. 
You can also add a Triker banner 
above him. The patch costs 25 
euros and can be ordered online 
at www.badgeboy.nl

EVENTSTRIKE
DECEMBER 
18th December: The Ace Café Paws 
‘n’ Claws Run. Leave from the Ace 
Café, Ace Corner, North Circular Road, 
Stonebridge Park, London NW10 7UD 
at 10.30am to run to the Mayhew 
Animal Home, Trenmar Gardens, 
Kensal Rise, London NW10 6BJ. 
Please bring pet food, treats, blankets 
and towels for cats and dogs. Ring 
0208 961 1000 or see www.ace-cafe-
london.com.

31st December: Unwanted MCC’s 
New Year’s Eve Party at the Rockbar, 
Shobnall Sports & Social Club, 
Shobnall Road, Burton on Trent, 
Staffs DE14 2BB. Live music, disco, 
raffle, buffet. £6. 3pm till dawn.  Floor 
space available in the Rockbar. Ring 
07761 931226 or 07988 521400 or 
email unwantedmcc@aol.com.

31st December: Big Jim’s Resolution 
Resurrection at the Rose & Crown, 
Southport Road, Ulnes Walton, 
Leyland, Lancashire PR26 8LP. Live 
band, camping available. £5 prebook 
only. 120 limit. Tickets (cheques 
payable to James Croft) 
from Resolution, 53 Beaconsfield 
Terrace, Chorley, Lancashire PR6 
7AD. Ring 07734 566267 or  
email bikerjimmy@live.co.uk.

 
JANUARY 2017 
2nd January: And every Monday 
thereafter. Biker Night at the Heaven 
Leigh Café, Knollbeck Lane, Brampton, 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire S73 
0TU. From 6pm onwards.

6-8th January: Mayflower 
MCC’s Force Ten Rally at a site in 
Warwickshire. £11.50 prebook. 90 
limit. Tickets (cheques payable to 
Mayflower MCC) from Force Ten, The 
Cottage, Prestleigh, Shepton Mallet, 
Somerset BS4 4NJ. For details see  
www.mayflowermcc.co.uk.

29th January: Normous 
Newark Autojumble at the Newark 
Showground, Newark on Trent, Notts 

NG24 2NY. Car and bike display, 
indoor and outside pitches, trade 
stands, cafe. £10 for early bird 
 (8am) entry or £7 after 10am. 
 Ring 01507 529470 or see  
www.newarkautojumble.co.uk.

 
FEBRUARY 
3-5th February: Dangermouse 
Rally Club’s 31st Frozen Nuts Rally 
at Bignall End Cricket Club, Boon Hill 
Road, Stoke on Trent, Staffs  
ST7 8LA. Live bands, rock disco, 
heated pavilion, stands, food vans. 
£12 prebook or £15 on the gate or 
£10 until 30th November 2016. 250 
limit. Tickets (cheques payable to 
DMRC) from Sarge, 17 King Street, 
Middlewich, Cheshire CW10 9EJ or 
ring 07735 958566 or see  
www.dmrallyclub.co.uk.

6th February: And every Monday 
thereafter. Biker Night at the Heaven 
Leigh Café, Knollbeck Lane, Brampton, 
Rotherham, South Yorkshire S73 
0TU. From 6pm onwards.

12th February: Greater London 
MAG’s Fred Hill Run. Leave the Ace 
Café, Stonebridge Park, London  
NW10 7UD to run to HM Prison 
Pentonville, Caledonian Road, 
 London N7 8TT. For details see  
www.ace-cafe-london.com.

12th February: South Wales 
MAG’s Fred Hill Run. Meeting at 
multiple points to run to the Owl’s 
Nest Tearoom, Llandovery Garden 
Centre, Lower Road, Llandovery, 
Carmarthenshire SA20 0DJ. 
See Facebook for details. 

 
MARCH 
19th March: Brotherhood Quest and 
the Anchor’s Motorcycle/Auto Jumble 
at the Anchor Inn, Liverpool Road, 
Hutton, Preston, Lancashire PR4 5SL. 
Trade stands, hot food, etc. 10am to 
4pm. Free entry. 
Jumble pitches £5, trade stands £10.

and lives up to his name in looks. 
You can also add a Triker banner 

Henk Nederhoed from Badge 
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TRIKE FEATURE

WE’VE SEEN THE FUTURE AND IT’S THE WRONG WAY 
AROUND. OR IS IT? THE ALL-NEW 2RIKE WITH TWIN 

FRONT WHEELS IS REAL A CASE OF ‘TWO RIGHT’

W
hen Craven Moses 
pulled the cover 
off the new 2rike 
at his Oakworth, 
Yorkshire 

workshop, my head almost broke. 
I’ve been following the progress 
of this build over the last few 
months and to say it’s better than 
I could have imagined would 
be a gross understatement. It 
takes a lot to impress me and 
I’m here to tell you that I am 
most mightily impressed. 

Both Craven and the trike 

TWO 
RIGHT

WORDS & IMAGES: GAZ SEDDON

are a lot smaller than they 
look in the pictures; I’m a lot 
bigger than I look from a long 
way away. The 2rike is a lot 
lower than I’d anticipated and 
with Craven has built this trike 
around him and his preferred 
positions for the controls. 
He’s quite a bit shorter than 
me, so there was never any 
chance of me ever getting 
my bulk behind the steering 
wheel unless I went on a very 
rapid and intensive diet. 

But even with my 100kg 

frame adding to the load, the 
2trike’s performance can only 
be described as staggering. 
Strapped into the passenger 
seat by a four-point harness, 
the induction howl from the 
Yamaha R1 engine batters my 
eardrums over my shoulder. I 
watch the digital speedo on the 
dash go from zero to golly in a 
matter of seconds. With around 
420bhp per ton, the 2rike is 
probably the fastest three-
wheeler I’ve ever experienced. 
Craven used to race hillclimb 
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2RIKE

cars and the one thing he had 
an eye on throughout the build 
was weight. Keeping it down 
to 360kg wet, he’s managed 
that rather well. 420bhp per 
ton is supercar territory, folks, 
and you’d normally be looking 
in the £60k plus bracket for 
this sort of performance.

The handling is sublime, too. 
The 2rike corners with very 
little effort and Craven tells me 
the first time he turned into a 
bend on his test day he knew 

WITH AROUND 420BHP PER TON, THE 2RIKE IS IN 
SUPERCAR TERRITORY - IT’S PROBABLY THE FASTEST 

THREE- WHEELER I’VE EVER EXPERIENCED
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TRIKE FEATURE

he was on to a winner. When 
you consider that this trike was 
built using a 1/10 scale model 
as the reference and all of the 
parts (other than the Yamaha 
components) were designed 
and made by Craven himself, 
it’s as good as or better than 
some of the high-end kit cars 
I’ve been able to drive over the 
years. You are going to have to 
be very enthusiastic with your 
right foot to get the back end 
to kick out. The roadholding 
through some very quick twisty 
bits blew me away. It feels 
even faster because you’re sat 
so low down in the chassis but 
it all lends to the experience. 
You feel every undulation and 
bump, you feel the grip on 
cornering and this trike feeds 
back brilliantly to the driver. 
Craven tells me it’s exactly 
how he planned it would be. 

I’ve no doubt that you could 
fit electric powered steering 
and have servo-assisted brakes 
but I think that’d just ruin the 
experience of being in direct 
contact with the road. The one 
thing that struck me almost 
instantly is just how good this 
trike would be with adaptations 
fitted so a driver with a 
disability could experience 

ENGINE:
Yamaha R1, mid-mounted radiator with 
variable Venturi 

FRAME:
TIG-welded 40mm diameter CDS cold-
drawn seamless tube

WHEELS:
17in front and rear, 205/40 ZR17 tyres 

BODYWORK:
Stressed glassfibre panels, integral double 
bucket seat

DIMENSIONS: 
Wheelbase 2300mm, width 1850mm, 
length 3200mm, height 1170mm, weight 
360kg 



WWW.TRIKEMAGAZINE.COM  15

2RIKE

THE ROADHOLDING THROUGH 
SOME VERY QUICK TWISTY 
BITS BLEW ME AWAY

nipping to the shop a lot of 
fun. Interestingly, the R1 seats 
remain in place so it might even 
be considered a four-seater!

Craven has already got plans 
in the pipeline for a slightly 
longer chassis to accommodate 
those of us of a larger stature. He 
is currently working on a further 
three trikes and is thinking 
about a V-twin model too. 

Contact
Email: info@2rike.com 
Web: 2rike.com

sports bike performance with 
the stability of three wheels 
and a safety cell of 40mm CDS 
tube surrounding them.

The 2rike retains almost 
all of the Yamaha R1 donor to 
make it an easy build: basically 
remove the bike front wheel 
and forks and bolt the frame 
into the 2rike chassis, extend 
the wiring harness and relocate 
the switchgear and clocks. 
Using the bike frame and 
engine means it can retain its 
original number plate, too. 

The R1 rear end connects to 
the 2rike chassis by a large pin 
bolted through the headstock 
and has adjustable struts that 
not only hold the bike frame in 
the chassis but can be used to 
track the back wheel. The twin 
front brake callipers and discs 
from the donor bike now reside 
up front on hubs and uprights 
that Craven made himself. The 
wishbones, steering column and 
chassis are all built by Craven. 
He also did all the glassfibre 
work himself, including making 
the moulds for the body parts 
and integrated bucket seats. 
The trike retains the R1 dash 
and electrics, and even recycles 
the R1 mirrors. I’m all for using 
as much of the donor vehicle 

as possible, as it helps keep 
costs down and saves a lot of 
mucking about. The standard 
exhaust and silencer is retained 
and the bike is in a standard 
state of tune, but I’m sure that 
with a bit of a tweak here and 
there and a free-flowing exhaust 
system, there’d be even more 
sound and fury to come. 

The wheels and tyres on the 
front end are 17-inch multi 
spoke alloys sporting 205/40 
ZR17 tyres, while the rear 
wheel is the standard R1 with a 
205/40 ZR17 hoop that lays the 
power down in a very impressive 
manner. Suspension is taken 
care of by the standard set-up 
at the rear and a pair of Protec 
coilovers with 200lb springs.

If I hadn’t already committed 
to building my own RT I’d 
be on the waiting list for the 
2rike. Craven is looking at the 
costings as you read this, and 
if it’s a viable project we’ll no 
doubt be seeing quite a few 
of these brilliant trikes on the 
road. Its natural environment 
is obviously the twisty bits but I 
reckon at 35mpg plus you could 
do a few longer trips without 
too much bother too. It may 
well be a sin to bung a set of 
panniers on it but it’d make 
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TRIKE FEATURE

A
vast ye! Hornswaggle! Shiver me timbers! 
Dance the hempen jig! Excuse me, I seem 
to have come over with a severe case of 
pirate-speak. Arrrrgh! But then I have been 
spending time with this blood-curdling 

pirate ship of the roads: Stephen Probert’s stunning 
‘Pirates of the Caribbean’ themed Honda Rune trike.

Stephen owns his own carpet shop in the Brecon 
Beacons in Wales, having been in the carpet trade for 
35 years. How did he get into trikes, then? “I’ve always 
had motorbikes,” he says, “but I fancied a new toy, 
so I bought a 500cc Honda trike. I eventually part-
exchanged that for a Triumph 850cc trike from The 
TrikeShop but when I called in to see Haydn at Trike 
Shop, there it was – a Valkyrie Rune 1832cc trike.”

Honda’s Valkyrie F6C (Flat 6 Custom) is often 
described as “the original power cruiser.” The Rune 
variant was launched in 2003 and built exclusively 

PIRATE

WORDS: CHRIS REES  IMAGES: VAIDAS GERIKAS

VESSEL
WITH ITS AMAZING ‘PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN’ ARTWORK 
AND CUSTOM HONDA RUNE BASIS, NO ONE’S GOING TO MISS THIS 
AWARD-WINNING BEAUTY AS IT THUNDERS DOWN THE ROAD
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TRIKE FEATURE

in the USA: it’s a special limited 
edition model fitted with a 
larger 1832cc engine and a long, 
outrageous custom look that 
really suits a trike conversion. 

All the original work to turn 
the Rune into a trike was done by 
Haydn at The TrikeShop in Cardiff, 
who remembers: “We built three 
of these Honda Rune trikes when 
they came out. All the Runes were 

imports from the US but they 
stopped making them in 2010; I’m 
sure we would have sold lots more 
if they’d carried on. The first one we 
built was for the Carole Nash stand 
at the NEC. This was number two. 
The original owner had his eye on 
a Rocket III and had come down 
to buy it but he saw the first Rune 
we’d built. That had already been 
sold, so we built another for him. 

IT’S BASED ON THE RUNE LIMITED EDITION WITH ITS 
LONG, OUTRAGEOUS CUSTOM LOOK THAT REALLY 
SUITS A TRIKE CONVERSION. THE TRIKE WAS BUILT 
BY THE TRIKESHOP IN CARDIFF

20 TRIKE MAGAZINE ISSUE 40



HONDA VALKYRIE RUNE

“It was originally built for a 
wheelchair user and was fully 
adapted. For instance, there’s a 
linked braking system using hand-
operated controls to work the back 
and front brakes together, powered 
by a separate brake cylinder. We 
also fitted a reverse gear and a 
wheelchair rack (which now has 
a Harley top box on). The trike 
still has the reverse gear we fitted 

but we’ve recently changed the 
braking system back to original. 
We really didn’t do much else to 
this bike, which already had a 
trailing link front end as standard.”

Easily the most striking thing 
about the trike is its Pirates of 
the Caribbean artwork. How did 
the idea come about? “It actually 
came from my wife,” says Stephen. 
“I wanted to paint it to my own 
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custom design and my wife said, 
‘we’ve been to the Caribbean twice 
so why don’t you do a Pirates 
of the Caribbean theme?’

“I’m so pleased with the artwork. 
It looks so real. I really have to 
pay tribute to the work done by 
Wolfie, who runs a paint shop near 
Brecon in Wales. He’s amazing!”

So how does the Rune behave 
on the road? “It handles the road 
superbly, like a glove,” says Stephen. 
“It only gets used at weekends, 
weather permitting, and I’ve 
done quite a few shows with it.”

One show in particular resulted 
in a trophy for the trike. At the 
2014 Merthyr to Brecon bike 
run for cancer research, held at 
Pen-y-Fan Pond Park, the Pirates 
of the Caribbean trike won two 
awards – Best Trike and Best in 
Show – and that was before the 
paintwork had even been done!

Stephen is a member of the 
Valkyrie Owners Club but says 

he’d like to get a Harley or 
GoldWing trike in the near future 
so he and his wife can do bit of 
touring. That means the Rune 
trike is now up for sale – if you’re 
interested, see our Trikejumble 
pages for more info. Arrrgh.

CONTACT
TrikeShop UK, Unit 10 Waterside Business Park, 
Lamby Way, Rumney, Cardiff CF3 2ET. 
Tel: 029 2036 9420. Web: www.trikeshop.co.uk

he’d like to get a Harley or 

ENGINE:
Honda 1832cc liquid-cooled horizontally 
opposed six-cylinder with computer-
controlled digital ignition and three-
dimensional mapping, PGM injection 
with automatic choke, five-speed 
transmission, shaft drive, reverse gear 

FRAME:
Honda Valkyrie Rune, linked braking 
system on standard handlebars 

FRONT END: 
Trailing bottom-link forks with 3.9 inches 
of travel, chrome 18in front wheel, 150/60 
R18 radial tyre, dual full floating 330mm 
discs with three-piston callipers

REAR END:
TrikeShop double-wishbone independent 
rear suspension conversion, chrome 20in 
rear wheels, 245/30 ZR20 radial tyres, 
336mm discs with two–piston callipers

BODYWORK:
Standard Honda panels and mudguards, 
Corbin seat imported from USA, 6.1 gallon 
fuel tank

PAINT:
Artwork by Wolfies, Unit 3, The Old 
Timber Yard, Bwlch, Powys LD3 7HJ.
 Tel: 01874 731234.

THANKS: 
Thanks to Haydn at TrikeShop in Cardiff, 
Paddy for the engineering and Wolfie for 
the paintwork

MY WIFE SAID, ‘WE’VE BEEN TO THE 
CARIBBEAN TWICE SO WHY DON’T YOU DO A 

PIRATES OF THE CARIBBEAN THEME?’
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It's time to grip the throttle, put more freedom in your day and find your own way forward. When  
you are out on a Can-Am Spyder, you will meet new people, see new horizons and experience the 
world around you like never before. With its powerful Rotax® 1330 ACE™ engine, Y-frame design, 
Vehicle Stability System and cargo capacity you can hit the road in total peace of mind.

OPEN YOUR ROAD

DISCOVER YOUR  
NEXT ADVENTURE.

VISIT US TODAY

 ©2016 Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. (BRP). All rights reserved. ®, ™ and the BRP logo are trademarks of Bombardier Recreational Products Inc. or its a�liates. Products are distributed by BRP European Distri-
bution SA. All other trademarks are the property of their respective owners. Some models depicted may include optional equipment or accessories, which are not available or homologated in your country. Photos taken 
outside the European Union, on authorized terrain. *Drivers in the UK and Ireland need to be at least 21 years of age, valid on UK & Ireland territory. For all other countries, please check your local authorities to confi rm 
which licence you need to obtain to ride a Spyder roadster.
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WORDS & IMAGES: MIKE COUTTS
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VIKING WARRIOR 3D-EFFECT GRAPHICS, BIG 
KAWASAKI POWER AND SHARP CORNERING ABILITY: 

THE WARRIOR IS COMING TO GET YOU…

A
bout three years ago, my son Ricky 
bought a Kawasaki ZX7R and 
decided to take it to pieces and do a 
respray. Never happened. The bike 
lay for a while until one day I saw 

a ’Busa which had been made into a ‘reverse’ 
trike in America. I decided there and then 
that it was time to give myself a new project.

I’d already built a trike 15 years ago, 
based on a Mini Metro engine, which is 
still running about today. This machine 
was going to be very different, though. 

At the time I was working for an oil company 
which had its own metal and fabrication 
facilities, so I was able to use some spare 
stainless steel pipe to make the front frame 
from. Then came the hard work: cutting 
and shaping all the pipework.  Stainless is 
pretty hard stuff but when you get it free 
of charge, well, it makes the hard work feel 
a good bit better. I’m OK at MIG welding 
but TIG welding is definitely NOT one of 
my fortés so I called on JBS Engineering, 
who did a great job and got it certified. 

WARRIOR
G R E E N



KAWASAKI ZX7R

MY SON BOUGHT THIS KAWASAKI 
ZX7R AND DECIDED TO DO A 

RESPRAY. NEVER HAPPENED. THEN 
I SAW A ’BUSA ‘REVERSE’ TRIKE - I 

DECIDED THERE AND THEN TO GIVE 
MYSELF A NEW PROJECT
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The new frame is bolted on to 
the original frame so no cutting 
was required. The only thing 
needed was to weld a solid 
aluminium block to the front of 
the headstock to carry the two 
front riser tubes (which would 
also now carry the headlights). 

I’ve always been mechanically 
minded but I’d never built anything 
with independent suspension 
before. For ideas, I bought a 
copy of ‘The Sports Car & Kit 
Car Suspension & Brakes High 
Performance Manual’ which I 
would recommend to anybody. 

First, I had two short dummy forks 
turned from billet aluminium 
which protruded about 50mm 
below the bottom yoke. I then 
purchased another bottom yoke 
on to which I fitted a shaft tube 
and then turned it upside down 
and mounted it on the bottom 
of the fork extensions. Perfect! I 
had my steering shaft. Fitting a 
housed bearing at the bottom of 
the shaft solidified everything. 

I then called on one of the welders 
at work (Adam) to cut me a VW 
Beetle-style Pitman arm from 
10mm stainless steel. Then he 

THE FRONT SPRINGS CAME 
FROM A GOLDWING BUT 
DIDN’T LAST LONG AS THE 
SPRINGS WERE STARTING TO 
TWIST, SO WERE REPLACED 
BY A PAIR OF CUSTOM 
HARLEY SHOCKS
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made two tapered holes to accept 
the track rod ends and welded a 
pipe through the other end to slide 
on to the steering shaft. In fact, it 
took three attempts at the Pitman 
arm to get the correct geometry.

The front hubs come from a 
Ford Sierra, hung on a pair of 
wishbones sourced from Rally 
Design. These came complete with 
alloy camber adjusters (more about 
them later), drag links and Sierra 

mushrooms to use on the top strut 
mount. The front springs came 
from a GoldWing but didn’t last 
long as the springs were starting 
to twist, so were replaced by a 
pair of custom Harley shocks. I 
tried a few front brake systems 
before I ended up with a buggy 
master cylinder and ZX4R clutch 
cable to work the Sierra calipers. 

During the build, I was watched 
carefully by my good mate Lee. His 
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favourite saying is: “Do you know 
what would look good?” usually 
followed by me agreeing and doing 
it. Looking at the rear swing arm, 
he said, “It needs to be longer.” 
So next day I set about making a 
wooden jig to carry the arm and 
gave it to Andy, a sheet metal expert 
at work, who made it 300mm 
longer – and a very good job he did. 

The back wheel is still the original 
bike item but now fitted with a low-
profile car tyre to give it a bit more 
traction (or no traction, depending 
on how much fun you’re having!). 

There were a few tricky parts to 
work out. One was how to work 
the original speedo. Being into 
old VW Beetles, I opted for the 
same type of speedo drive coming 
off the front hub with a cable 
going into a self-made adapter. It 
works great, as the front 14-inch 
wheels ended up being of a similar 

diameter to the original bike wheel. 
After 10 months, the paperwork 
was in and the police check done; 
the trike was on the road. 

The original paint design, in black 
and white, was worked out mostly 
by Lee and Ricky. This lasted for the 
first year only. I’m a cabinetmaker 
by trade,  but a custom airbrush 
painter by nature, and I found it 
totally against my religion to paint 
something in boring colours like 
black and white. It had to change. 
Since I also dabble in one-off 
fibreglass moulding, I decided on 
a new look of ripped-up skin held 
together with straps. The three-
dimensional effect on the tank, 
front mudguards, rear hugger and 
single seat cover was achieved by 
making GRP moulds. I bought a 
load of modelling clay, formed the 
shapes and then took moulds of 
the various parts.  The new bits 
were then resined onto the tank.

I gave it the green and orange 
paint job you see now, followed 
by the airbrushed screen. The 
viking is called The Warrior – 
which is now the trike’s name.

The trike is fast, loud and handles 

THE REAR END HAS A LOW-PROFILE 
CAR TYRE TO GIVE IT MORE TRACTION 

(OR NO TRACTION, DEPENDING ON HOW 
MUCH FUN YOU’RE HAVING!)
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CONTACT
If you need any fibreglass moulding, 
check out Mike Coutts of Aberdeen on 
Facebook, or phone 07787 913468.

ENGINE:
750cc Kawasaki ZX7R 

FRAME:
One-off stainless steel custom frame

FRONT END: 
Dummy solid alloy forks, Kawasaki 
handlebars, Ford Sierra discs and callipers, 
Dynamics 15in multi-spoke alloy wheels, 

Maxxis Victra MA-Z1 205/50 15 tyres

REAR END:
Kawasaki soft-tail with standard shock and 
300mm extended swing arm, standard rear 
wheel with Maxxis Victra MA-Z1 195/45 
17 tyre, modified calliper mount to accept 
second calliper for mechanical handbrake, 
additional ZX7 rear master cylinder

BODYWORK:
Modified Kawasaki fairings, recovered 
original seat, removable dummy rear seat, 
standard tank with 3D moulding, custom 
fibreglass mudguards and hugger

ELECTRICS:
Standard headlights and tail lights, 
aftermarket markers and indicators

PAINT:
Green/orange paint scheme with custom 
airbrushing by Mike Coutts 

THANKS
Ricky (my son) for buying the bike, paint and 
ideas along the way; Lee for his contributions 
in the design and paint; JBS engineering 
for TIG welding and certification; Andy the 
sheetie for the swing arm extension; Gary for 
welding the block on the frame; Richard for 
lots of TIG work; Stuart  for the front light 
tubes; Adam for the Pitman arms; Robb at 
Sillet Tyres of Aberdeen; and Libby, my wife, 
for putting up with me (great girl).

brilliantly on the road. It’s easy to 
steer compared to traditional trikes, 
as you’re not fighting a rear diff. You 
can let go of the steering at 60mph 
and it will stick to the road like glue. 

At this point I’m going to go back 
to the alloy camber adjuster because 
it could quite easily be a case of life 
or death – and I feel I was about 
10mph away from the latter. I was 
in a 40mph zone behind a car 
doing 30mph. I pulled out to pass 
and suddenly the trike went into a 
violent wobble. It took everything I 
had to get it to the side of the road, 
as the wobble was making my hand 
turn the throttle to full. What had 
happened was one end of the alloy 
camber adjuster sheared off and let 
the drag link slide out; the wheel 
ended up all over the place. Believe 
me, it gave me the fright of my life.

I contacted Rally Design and was 

told they no longer use alloy ones 
for road use. End of the adjusters 
for me. I had two 6mm thick 
threaded sleeves turned and welded 
into the top wishbones to take 
the place of the tubes that carried 
the adjusters. Adjustment isn’t 
as precice as before but it’s good 
enough. I would recommend that 
anybody wanting to use a similar 
system should really think twice.

As for future plans, I have a 
notion to build a T-Rex-style two-
seat trike based on something like a 
Blackbird. Watch this space! Oh and 
I may also possibly sell this trike.

THE TRIKE IS FAST, LOUD AND HANDLES 
BRILLIANTLY. IT’S SO EASY TO STEER 

COMPARED TO TRADITIONAL TRIKES
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H
onda GoldWing 
riders really lit up 
Scarborough in 
September when 
the GoldWing Light 
Parade rolled into 

town. Described as “the UK’s most 
glitzy GoldWing weekend” the 2016 
event saw huge numbers of Honda 
bikes and trikes dazzle spectators 
in the North Yorkshire town.

TRIKE EVENT

WORDS: JOHN BATES  IMAGES: LEE COLLINGS & ANDREW WOODARD

GOLDWING 
LIGHT PARADE 
Scarborough, North Yorkshire
When night fell in Scarborough, the 

GoldWings came out to light up the seafront…

Events on the Saturday kicked 
off with a daytime display at 
Scarborough Lifeboat Station 
but the real treat came in 
the evening, when a host of 
illuminated GoldWings paraded 
along Scarborough’s North and 
South Bays promenades, to the 
delight of thousands of spectators. 
After the parade, the illuminated 
theme came to a crescendo with 

GoldWings came out to light up the seafront…

delight of thousands of spectators. 
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a grand finale fireworks display 
on the South Bay Beach.

This year saw a second light 
show to complement the main 
Scarborough GoldWing Light 
Parade: an event held on Friday 
evening at Cayton Bay Holiday Park, 
where many GoldWing owners 
were making a full weekend of it. 
Not only that, but the activities 
continued into Sunday with a 

ride-out into the local countryside. 
Rides Organiser, Phil Houghton, 
came up with an interesting and 
well-attended run to Hornsea. 

There were more awards than 
ever this year. Event Manager 
Janet Houseman presented the 
Mayor of Scarborough Councillor 
Simon Green with an engraved 
paperweight as a token of 
appreciation. Another very special 

Billed as “the UK’s most glitzy GoldWing 
weekend” huge numbers of Hondas 

dazzled spectators in the Yorkshire town

SCARBOROUGH GOLDWING LIGHT PARADE
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It was all in aid of the RNLI. The 
total sum raised this year was 
£5940 – a brilliant e�ort

Awards
Best Trike In Show
Steve Hughes (Staffs)

Best Lit 
GoldWing Trike 
(Cayton Bay) – Trevor 
Durber and Jean 
Gough (Midlands)

Best Lit 
GoldWing Trike 
(Scarborough) 
– Helen Perkins 
(Wakefield)

Best Lit Solo 
GoldWing 
Sid Wozniak Zenon 
(Midlands) 

award also took place at Cayton 
Bay where Harry and Diane 
Kirk received a new trophy, the 
Lorraine Tween Memorial Trophy, 
which is awarded to a member of 
White Rose GoldWings for their 
outstanding service in 2016. 

The winner of the Mayor of 
Scarborough’s best Trike In Show 
award – and a subscription to Trike 
Magazine – was Steve Hughes from 
Cannock in Staffs, who received @

his award from the mayor himself. 
Also there at the presentation were 
the four Yorkshire mums who 
famously rowed 3000 miles across 
the Atlantic Ocean earlier this year, 
breaking a world record for the 
oldest women to row an ocean.

The event was all in aid of the 
Royal National Lifeboat Institution’s 
Scarborough Lifeboats. The total 
sum raised for the RNLI this year 
was £5940.75 – a brilliant effort. 

That brings the total raised by 
the light parades over the years 
to £45,517, all benefiting the 
RNLI in Scarborough and Filey. 

The date for the 2017 
Scarborough GoldWing Light 
Parade has already been announced: 
Saturday 9th September 2017. 
In a change to previous years, it 
will now be a one-day event with 
the focus being on West Pier and 
Foreshore Road. See you there!



PLEASE MENTION TRIKE MAGAZINE  WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS. PLEASE MENTION TRIKE MAGAZINE  WHEN RESPONDING TO ADVERTS.

To advertise in

call Karen on  

01244 886027
or email

karen@jazzpublishing.co.uk



40 TRIKE MAGAZINE ISSUE 40

TRIKE FEATURE

IN A PARALLEL STEAMPUNK UNIVERSE, THIS IS 
HOW TRIKES ARE BUILT: A NIGHTMARISH VISION 

OF VICTORIAN ANGELS, STEAM POWER AND 
GIGANTIC WHEELS. 

T
he roots of Project 
Gabriel Ø date back 
to February 2010, 
when Lorenzo Gestri 
had a nightmare 

about a curious motorcycle. 
In the morning, he decided 
to make a sketch of his 
nightmarish vision, just for fun. 

But on seeing the sketches, 
his friend and colleague, Marco 
Furlanetto, encouraged him 
to use his skills in computer 
graphics to turn them into 
3D images. Lorenzo started 
working on a complex 3D 
model, while Marco helped 
out with the passenger module 
and focused on shading and 
illumination, as well as the 
rendering of the images.

WORDS & IMAGES: LORENZO GESTRI & MARCO FURLANETTO

STEAMPUNK

The design of the trike is deeply 
influenced by steampunk 
culture. If you’ve had your head 
in the sand and have never 
heard of steampunk, it’s an 
artistic movement encompassing 
literature, fashion, cinema, 
music and product design – a 
kind of sci-fi subgenre that 
merges modern technology 
and Victorian atmospheres 
in a fantasy world filled with 
anachronistic mechanical 
creations. Project Gabriel fits!

The name Gabriel was chosen 
for the trike, evoking the well-
known archangel who served 
as the inspiration for the design 
of several elements: the silver 
head at the front, the prominent 
horn (which reminds you of a 

STEAMPUNK
WARPED REALITY

ANGEL

IN A PARALLEL STEAMPUNK UNIVERSE, THIS IS 



WWW.TRIKEMAGAZINE.COM  41

PROJECT GABRIEL Ø



42 TRIKE MAGAZINE ISSUE 40

TRIKE FEATURE

GABRIEL Ø WAS CONCOCTED BY 
MARCO FURLANETTO (WEARING 

THE CLOAK) AND LORENZO GESTRI 
(POCKET WATCH IN HAND)

celestial trumpet), the tailpipes 
shaped like angelic feathers and 
the front end featuring two arms 
holding the headlight as if it 
were a biblical flaming sword.

The way this motorbike/
sidecar/trike thing works is 
anything but conventional. 
Perhaps its most striking 
feature is the huge wheel 
on the passenger module 
(sidecar) which was loosely 
inspired by the first models of 
monowheel from the beginning 
of the 20th century. The 
creators drew on the work of 
Goventosa , an Italian inventor 
who presented his prototype 
in Paris in the 1930s. 

The Gabriel Ø exists for now 
only in the 3D virtual images 
created by Lorenzo and Marco 
(including the one in which 
the designers are pictured 
alongside their creation). It 

has appeared on the cover of 
an EP released by the band 
AstroNero. It is also featured in 
U-chronicles, a short film about 
time travel to incredible parallel 
universes like the one in which 
Gabriel Ø is built and ridden 
by one of the protagonists. 

The idea behind Gabriel 
Ø is that in a parallel time of 
social, political, cultural and 
economic fervour like the 19th 
century, scientific progress 
leads the way. Three big tech 
companies secretly decide to 
join forces and make the most 
of their joint discoveries to 
create a vehicle that will make 
history as the most magnificent 
vehicle ever conceived.

Rogers, Locomotive and 
Machine Works manufactures 
steam locomotives; Tesla 
Industries is a leader in 
electrical engineering; while 

Thomson, Pneumatic Tyre 
Company focuses on the 
production of advanced tyres.

After several years of research 
and tests, they succeed in 
building a truly memorable 
vehicle equipped with all the 
most advanced technologies 
of the time – and beyond. The 
Gabriel Ø trike features a steam 
engine, electric headlights, 
dynamo-powered components, 
a steering wheel that includes 
handles and chains and a 
unique passenger module. 

So could this machine ever 
one day be built? We very much 
doubt it! The creators added 
the mathematical symbol Ø 
(zero or empty set) to the name 
to highlight the fact that they 
think it would be impossible 
to reproduce a similar vehicle 
in real life. Back to the parallel 
drawing board, then…

CONTACT
Contact the designers via their websites: 

www.marcofurlanetto.it 
and www.logesart.com
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Morpeth Motorcycles
Morpeth Motorcycles is a long established family run garage which provides M.O.Ts, parts and services, tyre sales, 

fitting and  balancing, preowned bikes and specializes in trike building.  A pick up and drop off service for our customers. 
Our staff are highly experienced and offer friendly free advice. We are also regulated and inspected by V.O.S.A.

We are also now selling helmets, clothing and accessories.

Dark Lane, Morpeth NE61 1SU   Tel: 01670 513057
                        Email: morpethmotorcycles@yahoo.co.uk or Find us on 

£2,995 £1,995£6,995

One off
trikes
built

to order
Part Exchange considered on all bikes and Trikes 

£10,500
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JUST HOW INTERESTED ARE WE IN THIS, THE WORLD’S FIRST SCOOTER-BASED 
TRIKE HEARSE COMBO? ANSWER: DEAD INTERESTED!

WORDS & IMAGES: CHRIS REES

G
oing out in style on 
the back of a trike is 
nothing new. We’ve 
featured several three-
wheeled hearses in this 

magazine over the years, but we’ve 
never had anything like this: a 
trike hearse based on a scooter!

The idea might seem daft at first 
glance. Why choose something 
as small as a Lambretta to pull a 
trailer laden with a coffin? The 
answer is actually quite simple: 
it’s never been done before. 
Loads of people are offering 
motorbike funerals but no one’s 
ever done a scooter trike hearse.

ZINGER

It’s the brainchild idea of Steve 
Winik, who runs Modified Funerals, 
a traditional family business, 
with his son, Stuart. “I’ve always 
had scooters,” he says. “There’s a 
great scene around scootering and 
always so much happening every 
weekend. I suddenly had the idea 
of giving scooter riders a fitting 
send-off with a scooter hearse.

“My first idea was to go the 
sidecar route, and I even bought 
one, but it was just too heavy. So 
I switched to the idea of a trailer. 
In the end, it worked well, as the 
machine is much better balanced.”

Who could bring Steve’s 

ideas to life? A specialist hearse 
coachbuilder in Ireland called John 
Pearce was suggested and Steve 
drove the 1000-mile round trip 
from London to Killarney to see 
him. He was very impressed: “John’s 
very down to earth. Everything 
can be solved with him and he was 
mad enough to tackle a project 
like this. His yard may look a 
bit like Steptoe’s but he’s totally 
trustworthy and a great guy.”

John built the trailer first. It’s an 
all-metal creation using a square-
tube chassis and metal panels, plus 
a floor made of wood. A separate 
battery is housed in the trailer, 

ZINGER
DEAD 
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LAMBRETTA HEARSE

WHY CHOOSE A LAMBRETTA TO PULL A TRAILER 
LADEN WITH A COFFIN? THE ANSWER IS ACTUALLY 

QUITE SIMPLE: IT’S NEVER BEEN DONE BEFORE

which has its own interior lighting 
set-up. The finish on the trailer is 
superb: the detailing of the glass 
etching, the fine woodwork, the 
evocative brightwork – it all speaks 
of a skilled craftsman at work.

So much for the trailer – what 
about the trike? Steve asked 
John to use his own Series 3 
Lambretta GP200 as a basis, a 
scooter he remembers fondly: 
“It went like a rocket! Still, at 
least after I had it converted, I 
got a 1957 S1 to replace it.”

John came up with a bolt-on rear 
end needing no cuts or welds to 
the original scooter. The hard-tail 

conversion uses a solid rear axle that 
seems to have come from an old 
farm ATV and is super-tough. “It’ll 
probably last forever,” says Steve. 

The scooter rear wheel came 
off, the hub was machined down 
and a new sprocket and chain was 
fitted. This is a very clever bit of 
engineering that took lots of time to 
get right, but it works perfectly and 
provides exactly the right gearing.

To make it legal, it has a 
handbrake and hazard flashers. 
It’s almost certainly the only 
Lambretta to have a reverse gear, 
which is engaged by pulling out a 
specially made lever and uses the 
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existing gearbox in reverse. As you 
might imagine, it’s pretty tricky 
manoeuvring the trike in reverse 
with the trailer attached! When 
it’s moving forwards, though, 
it actually rides better with the 
trailer in place than without it.

So how does it perform? The 
idea of towing a hearse behind a 
tiny Lambretta scooter may seem 
insane. The trike itself weighs 
around 200kg – double the original 

scooter’s weight – and the trailer 
is another 200kg. That certainly 
presents challenges, especially, as 
Steve says himself: “All Lambrettas 
break down. We’ve had a major 
learning curve developing it – 
you really don’t want the engine 
to blow up during a funeral.”

The badge may say 125cc but in 
fact the engine’s bigger (200cc). 
Steve says it’s still underpowered, 
though. To cope, it’s been tuned 
especially for low-speed work. 
The carbs have been specifically 
jetted to let lots of oil and air in 
so that the engine keeps cool, 
while literally days of effort went 
into getting the timing right.

ALL SORTS OF PEOPLE HIRE IT, 
FROM MODS IN STRIPY BLAZERS TO 

HARDENED SCOOTERISTS IN LEVIS

The maximum distance the scooter 
ever rides at funerals is around 
five miles (very similar to what 
horses and carriages do). Typically, 
mourning scooterists will have a 
ride out on the day and then join 
the hearse for the final stretch.

Modified Funerals are not actually 
funeral directors, but simply offer 
a cortege service, working closely 
with any independent funeral 
director. The team has worked 
right across the country, and Steve 
says funeral directors always love 
the trike combo. He can also offer 
the trike trailer as a flower carriage 
as well as a hearse. What price a 
scooter trike funeral? Prices start at 

CONTACT
Modified Funerals
Tel: 074 6841 0057   Web: modifiedfunerals.com
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LAMBRETTA HEARSE

ENGINE:
Modified Lambretta GP200 TS1 engine, 
AF crank, rejetted carbs, 1960s exhaust, 
custom manifold, uprated clutch and 
gearbox

FRONT END: 
Standard Lambretta

REAR END: 
Bolt-on tubular steel cradle conversion, 
solid hard-tail axle, extra sprocket and 
chain, reverse gear lever, handbrake, 
towbar, 13in Minilite-style alloys, 175/50 
R13 tyres

BODYWORK: 
Standard Lambretta with rear mudguards. 
Custom trailer: square-tube chassis, metal 
bodywork, wood floor, 13in Minilite-style 
alloys, 185/60 R13 tyres

ELECTRICS: 
Modified Lambretta electrics, bullet lights 
on rear mudguards, trailer with separate 
battery and lighting

PAINTWORK: 
Funeral black

£600, which is less than half what 
a typical horse and carriage costs. 

All sorts of people hire it, from 
mods in stripy blazers to hardened 
scooterists in Levis and jackets. 
“We’ve made a lot of people happy,” 
says Steve, “and we have fun, too.”

Steve always makes sure he’s 
properly attired for each funeral 
– check out the mod-style helmet 
in our pics, for instance. Modified 

Funerals even offer a customised 
coffin wrapping service which can 
be to your own personal design, all 
professionally wrapped. It’s such an 
unusual looking thing that it’s been 
asked to appear on TV and in films.

Even during our photo shoot, 
it was surrounded by curious 
walkers, kids and the odd 
dog. No doubt about it, this 
really is going out in style.
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A TIRED-LOOKING KAWASAKI TRIKE HAS BEEN TRANSFORMED 
INTO A REAL LOOKER BY A TALENTED NORTHERN IRISH TEAM

L
ocated in Kinnego 
Marina in the beautiful 
Oxford Island nature 
reserve near Belfast, 
Evolution Motor 

Works is owned and run by the 
husband-and-wife team of Manus 
and Emma Lappin. There’s a 
cool retro vibe here, where old 
and new worlds collide. This is 
also Ireland’s largest stockist of 
New Royal Enfield, Hyosung 
and Lexmoto motorcycles. 

When a very tired Kawasaki 
VN1500 trike arrived at EMW, 

WORDS & IMAGES: EMMA LAPPIN 

JEWEL

it was clear it was in need of a 
little love. The owner, Sue, had 
very specific requirements: it 
had to be capable of covering 
lots of miles in comfort while 
also looking the part. Rides good 
and looks good – no problem!

We built new yokes to increase 
the steering geometry by five 
degrees. This allowed for much 
lighter steering input. We also 
lengthened and lowered the 
rear to give it a much more 
aggressive stance and take out 
a lot of the vibration that comes 

from adding an extra wheel.
The rear subframe was 

rebraced and the twin-shock 
suspension was fitted on new 
mounting points to fix the 
‘out-of-line’ characteristics 
and uneven tyre wear that it 
previously suffering from. 

The VN rear subframe was 
a bit ‘lardy’ so we cut it into 
a million pieces and fed it to 
the robotic hounds. While 
they were feeding, we made a 
new subframe to fit the sporty 
rear tailpiece. We also made 

JEWEL
EMERALD
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EVOLUTION MOTOR WORKS KAWASAKI VN1500

strips on the inside of the rear 
mudguards act as extra forward 
lights. Make no mistake, this 
trike gets used in all weather 
conditions, so it has to be as 
functional as it is beautiful. 
Traditionally, riding a trike in 
the rain results in soggy knees, 
so to prevent this, we fabricated 
stainless steel crash-bar inserts. 

The front mudguard was 
repurposed from an old FZR600 
pattern part, which was cut in 
half, widened and braced with 
custom built stainless supports – 
and now looks like a bought one!

The front headlight already 
looked beautiful with its 
stunning soft-edged surround, 
so all we had to do was make 
it better. The internals were 
gutted and replaced with super-
bright LED inserts. The MOT 
man said it was the brightest 
light he had ever seen.

The rear fenders are custom 
made in-house out of stainless 
steel. We liked the idea of a 
self-supporting fender and 
although stainless is a bitch to 
work with, it was the ultimate 
solution in terms of strength 
and durability. The fenders 
are quick-release and feature 

a stainless luggage rack and 
lifted the whole shebang to 
show off our custom exhaust, 
and mounted the pipes from 
the bottom up with a piece of 
welded chain (very 1990s chic!).

This trike has a very cute 
posterior, so we wanted to show 
off its workings. The beautiful 
Ford diff and symmetrical 
independent suspension really 
sets it off so why hide it? We 
back-lit the rear end with LED 
lights and fitted a stainless steel 
‘drip tray’ above the diff to reflect 
the light up, which looks great.

Out front, we wanted to keep 
the front of the bike clean and 
uncluttered, but the extra rake 
made it look a bit out of shape. 
We decided to lengthen the forks 
to keep the ride height correct, 
meanwhile trying to preserve 
the original ‘kettle bells’ and 
headlight shield to minimise the 
obvious work to the front. The 
front wheel was stripped and 
the rim sent for powder-coating. 
Meanwhile the hub was polished 
and adorned with new stainless 
spokes to make it quietly pop.

The wide running marker 
lights are invisible at rest, 
but in motion the white LED 

SUE HAD VERY SPECIFIC REQUIREMENTS: IT HAD 
TO BE CAPABLE OF COVERING LOTS OF MILES IN 

COMFORT WHILE ALSO LOOKING THE PART



50 TRIKE MAGAZINE ISSUE 40

TRIKE FEATURE

WE WERE A LITTLE UNSURE 
HOW THE DEEP GREEN WOULD 
WORK ON THE TRIKE BUT SHE 
GOT IT 100% RIGHT

custom-made LED rear lights.
On the styling side, wide 

Harley Beach-Bars were fitted 
on new low-risers to give 
the trike a wider front grip. 
The VN1500 already had a 
classic tank, but we modified 
it in width and length, so it 
would work with the rear seat 
unit, which is very wide and 
modelled on a Kawasaki Ninja 
ZX6R (636). This ‘no-fuss’ seat 
doubles up as a pillion pad. 

Perhaps the most pondered 
part of this build was what 
colour we should paint it. I’d 
have happily painted it black 
but the owner, Sue, spotted a 
metallic green Royal Enfield 
Bullet in our shop. I have to 
admit, we were a little unsure 
of how the deep metallic green 
would work on the trike (our 
painter calls it Buckfast Green) 
but she got it 100% right.

No pinstripes, no accent 
pieces, just a stunning deep 
green with ever-so-subtle gold 
flake making it really come 
to life in direct sunlight. The 
tasteful chrome engine and 
exhaust pieces really accentuate 
the colour, too, while the 
polished front hub and stainless 
spokes add just enough bling.

With every other light being 
an LED, it was only right to 
give the winkers the same 

treatment. Problem was, the VN 
had a central control module 
that doesn’t allow a simple LED 
flasher unit to be fitted. We got 
out the wee screwdrivers (the 
kind you find inside a Christmas 
cracker) and dismantled the 
control module. Lurking in its 
depth was a thick resistor wire 
which was quickly snipped 
and a suitable resister soldered 
in line. Let there be light! 

Since our photos were taken, 
daytime LED running lights have 
been fitted to the leg shields, plus 
a detachable rider back-rest and 
front screen added. Next up is a 
custom-made leather seat. Ooh, 
the soft silt of leather on your 
behind is worth paying for!

CONTACT
Evolution Motor Works, 27 Annaloiste Road, Oxford Island, 
Kinnego Marina, Lurgan, Northern Ireland BT66 6NJ. 
Tel: 02838 327402. Web: www.evomotorworks.com 
and www.facebook.com/EvolutionMW

ENGINE:
1470cc Kawasaki VN1500 V-twin, 
custom exhaust 

FRAME:
Kawasaki VN1500

FRONT END: 
Lengthened forks with extra rake, Harley 
Beach-Bars, polished 16in wheel, 130-90 
16 tyre

REAR END:
Tubular steel cradle, twin-shock 
independent suspension, Ford diff, 17in 
black alloys, 215/55 ZR17 tyres

BODYWORK:
Modified VN1500 tank, reshaped 
FZR600 front mudguard, self-supporting 
stainless steel rear fenders, custom 
Kawasaki Ninja ZX6R seat

ELECTRICS:
LED lighting all round

PAINT:
Royal Enfield metallic green with gold 
metalflake
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HALF MOTORBIKE, HALF JET PLANE, THE PULSE IS ACTUALLY CLASSED AS A 
TRIKE IN ITS NATIVE USA. WE CATCH UP WITH A RARE EXAMPLE IN THE UK. 

I
f the Pulse looks to you a 
bit like a grounded fighter 
plane, that shouldn’t come as 
too much of a surprise. After 
all, this unique machine 

was designed by an American 
called Jim Bede, the man behind 
the BD-5J aircraft, which for 
over 25 years held the Guinness 
record for the world’s smallest 
jet plane. You may remember 
it from the opening sequence 
of the James Bond movie, 
Octopussy, when one emerged 
from a horsebox (it also had a 

WORDS: CHRIS REES    IMAGES: H&H AUCTIONS

PULSE

cameo role in Die Another Day).
In 1984 Jim Bede designed an 

enclosed two-wheeler “Ground 
Cruising Recreational Vehicle” 
called the LiteStar. Well, it had 
two main wheels, at any rate. 
In addition, he added two tiny 
eight-inch outrigger wheels 
(one on each side) to keep the 
whole shebang upright. It’s 
classified in most US states as a 
three-wheeler because no more 
than three wheels are ever in 
contact with the ground at any 
one time. Certain states (like 

Michigan) classify it under the 
special designation ‘autocycle’.

So what exactly do we have 
here? It’s a Pulse, the later 
version of the original LiteStar. 
And it’s difficult to appreciate 
just how massive it is from our 
photos. It’s extremely long: 
with an overall length of 192in 
it’s the same length as an Audi 
A7. While its main body may 
be narrow, the extra outriggers 
mean that, overall, it’s almost 
the widest machine on the road, 
at fully 76in across. However, 

PULSE
RACING 
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it’s a genuine lightweight, tipping 
the scales at just 1000lb (454kg).

The chassis consists of 
welded steel tubes with steel 
hoop reinforcements; the 
suspension is specially designed 
coilover dampers up front 
and air dampers to the rear; 
braking is hydraulic by discs. 

Early examples (such as this 
1986 one) used a rear-mounted 
Yamaha 400cc motorbike 
engine, but later ones switched 
to an 1100cc or 1200cc Honda 
GoldWing engine, driving 
the rear wheel by shaft.

No question, the glassfibre 
bodywork is designed to look like 
a jet aircraft. When new, the Pulse 
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WITH A CALCULATED TOP SPEED OF 180MPH, 
THE PULSE WAS TOUTED AS THE FASTEST 

VEHICLE MADE IN THE USA

was claimed to have ten times 
less drag than a motorcycle 
and rider, with a coefficient 
of just 0.193. Acceleration 
from 0-60mph was claimed 
in as little as 6.5 seconds, 
while with a ‘calculated’ top 
speed of 180mph, it was even 
touted as the fastest vehicle 
made in the USA at the time.

Beneath a sliding glass 
canopy, the Pulse just about 
accommodates two people in 
tandem on seats taken from a 
powerboat, the passenger’s legs 
straddling the driver’s seat. 

Its huge 123in wheelbase was 
claimed to provide “unmatched 

stability and driving comfort.” 
Steering is by a regular car 
steering wheel, while the pedals 
are car type too. Another 
car-like aspect is the way it 
corners: it doesn’t lean into 
bends like a bike, but leans 
outwards like a car. The five-
speed transmission with reverse 
gear is operated by a gear lever 
located to the right of the pilot.

This was quite a successful 
machine in its day. Between 
1984 and 1990, some 362 
examples were made, the first 36 
being called the LiteStar, before 
it was rebranded as the Pulse. 

The Pulse pictured here is 

one of just two known examples 
in the UK. It was formerly the 
property of Jimi Heselden OBE, 
the owner of the Segway brand, 
who died falling from a cliff 
whilst on a Segway in 2010. 

Following Jim Bede’s airplane’s 
starring movie role, the Pulse 
very nearly followed suit. Two 
Pulses were sent to Universal 
Studios in Hollywood for the 
movie, Back to the Future: Part 
II, but only mustered a cameo 
role of a few seconds. Quite 
unlike the star billing you’d 
undoubtedly receive if you piloted 
the Pulse down Colchester 
high street of an evening…
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This moody Harley-Davidson V-Rod trike looks pretty special. 
It’s a hard-tail conversion done in 2015 by Attitude Customs of 

Southampton using a rear axle imported from the USA. The spec 
includes a 1250cc engine, powder-coated frame and Porsche rear 
wheels, leather seat, upside-down front fork, Fat Boy front wheel, 
custom airbrushed paint and very little chrome.

Never seen this before: a single-cylinder 500cc petrol milk float! The Nipper dates from 
1950 and this is probably the only one left in the world. The driver stands on the footplate at 

the back, steering by a tiller. Only one rear wheel is driven, enabling it to reach a heady top speed 
of 8mph. Give me a pint!

Oh how we 
love this in the Trike 
office: an ancient 
Ape trike turned into 
a taxi. Check out the 
folding rear soft-top 
and roof rack for 
luggage – perfect 
for that jaunt around 
Capri.

This odd wee beastie is called the Ascender. It’s based on a 1962 Morris Mini that was 
converted 20 years ago into a three-wheeler. It’s got a race-tuned 1275cc engine and weighs 

only 349kg so it’s described as “a very nippy machine.” The front and rear ends are glassfibre, 
while the sides are aluminium, as it the hand-turned dashboard. 
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Send your pictures to Trikespotting,  
Trike Magazine, The Old School, Higher 
Kinnerton, Chester, CH4 9AJ, or email 
’em to editor@trikemagazine.co.uk

Roll up, roll up! Costakis Stephanides 
writes in with a pic of this trike: “Here is 

one for you: a circus girl and circus owner with 
his trike.” Get the big top out…

So what the bejeezers 
is going on here then? A 
motorbike with a permanently 
attached sidecar and… is that 
three-wheel drive? Indeed it is, 
because this is the bare bones 
of a Corda, a trike design made 
in Sweden from around 1985 to 
2003 by Wolfgang Rabe. Most 
Cordas built were fitted with 
VW turbodiesel engines and 
automatic gearboxes. Why isn’t 
anyone doing a three-wheel drive 
trike these days…?

Another Italian taxi trike is this 1956 Benelli Leoncino 
rickshaw. It’s powered by a 125cc engine so we doubt 

it goes very fast, but it does look very cool.

Seen at a recent Italian show, this turn-of-the-century 
De Dion Bouton is barely more than a bicycle. It does 

have a tiddly engine in the back to supplement the pedals, 
though. Oh, it’s for sale at £50,000!Aw, ain’t that cute? A trike with a bike cadging a lift. 

For the life of me, though, I can’t work out why the hell 
anyone would want to do such a thing. Any ideas…?

Is that a Jaguar XJ-S I see before me? Well, it’s a bit of one anyway. The rear end of a Jag 
XJ-S has been grafted on to a Suzuki bike front end. But it gets weirder: open the boot up 

and you’ll see the back half of a VW Beetle chassis complete with flat-four engine! LED flashing 
lights, Jaguar rear wheels and leather seating complete the picture. Apparently it’s been used 
for weddings, which explains the all-white finish.
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HONDA VALKYRIE RUNE 
TRIKE, Pirates of the Caribbean 
paint, featured in this issue of Trike, 
£20,500. Contact 07714 272739. 
South Wales

HARLEY EVO 1340 TRIKE. 
Breaking. Professionally built with 
MOT miles only. Best of parts used 
– a no DNA crap! Call for prices or 
email autoxtraz@hotmail.co.uk. 
No dreamers. Tel 07768 060162. 
Glasgow

STUNNING KAWA Z1100 
SHAFTY TRIKE ‘THE MAXX’ – 
cracking one-off, 2much2list, stored 
for last seven years. Cost £10k. Fully 
running/MOT prepared. £4995, poss 
p/x. Tel 07768 060162. Glasgow 

HARLEY 2004 TRIKE, 1550cc, 
MOT, alarm, built in 2015 by Eurotech, 
belt drive. Tel 075408 58743 (NO 
TEXTS). £12,000 or p/ex Triton/
Harley/why. Ipswich

HARLEY TRIKE, 1340 Evo Fat 
Boy, converted by Panther Trikes, 
full MOT, customised, £8000. Tel: 
07557 471275. East Yorkshire

TRIUMPH AMERICA 16IN 
WHEELS, new, cost £1500. Offers. 
Tel: 075408 58743 (no texts). 
Ipswich

CUSTOM-BUILT 2016 MODEL 
TRIKE BY KASZPIR ‘The Infernal 
Gamble’ featured in Autumn 2016 
Trike Magazine, Audi 4.2 V8 
engine, beautiful monster crafted to 
perfection, custom frame, custom 
two-passenger leather seat, two keys, 
12 months warranty. £48,995. Tel 
Tim on 07807 011998. Chesterfield

2006 GRINNALL TRIUMPH 
ROCKET 3, 1931 miles from new, 
Kliktronic hand gear system, every 
extra, everything as new, sorn’d due 
to health, only used as a toy hence 

mileage, needs MOT (no prob at 
all to go through MOTs), private 
plate included. £14,000. Tel 07900 
084095. Penzance 

UNIQUE & ONE-OFF CUSTOM 
VW 1300 TRIKE, magazine and 
show featured (Trike Magazine - 
‘Reaper Madness’). Specifically built 
& maintained for my late mum by 
personal friend, very reliable & good 
condition. Currently SORN’d due 
to previous owner’s health, nothing 
mechanical. Full history, two keys, 
tow hitch included. £7750. Tel 07765 
511402. Devon 

HARLEY DAVIDSON, FEATURES 
INCLUDE: Klicktronic hand-operated 
gear system, Panther Trike Conversion 
Kit, custom luggage, tow bar, twin 
seat with sissy bar & rider backrest, 
Stage 1, MOT until May 2017. £9750. 
Tel 07949 679138. Paisley, Scotland

DESPERATE DAN, ROVER P6 
V8 3525CC, new engine and more, 
complete rebuild, no expense spared. 
Long MOT. New tyres, full service and 
tune-up. Not for the faint-hearted. 
Will consider swap for Boom Trike or 
Rewaco Trike. £13,000. Tel 07564 
381919. Callander, Scotland

Trikejumble

1999 GOLDWING SE 1520 GL 
TRIKE, Casarva conversion in 2015, 
beautiful condition, low mileage. 
Independent rear suspension, disc 
brakes, boot space and racks. £13,950 
ono. Phone Dave on 07402 989970. 
East Midlands.

BMW K1200LT TRIKE, 2004, 
built by Panther Trikes, MOT’d July, 
full service, new battery, alarmed, 3 
new tyres, new f/wheel bearings, new 
fork seals & oil, stacks of paperwork. 
Runs well, IRS, reverse gear, CD 
radio, heated seats, screen with up/
down control, four-way flashes, large 
storage boot, top box for 2 large 
helmets, running boards. 40,010 
miles. £13,500. Tel: 01302 708267. 
E-mail: Dnptom@aol.com. Doncaster

HARLEY SPORTSTER IRON 
XL883 TRIKE, 2010, Kliktronic 
hand-operated gear system, Panther 
Trike Conversion, custom made 
luggage & towbar, twin seat with 
sissy bar & rider backrest, Stage 1, 
MOT May 2017. Tel: 07949 679138. 
E-mail: gannon12.js@gmail.com. 
Paisley
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1998 HONDA GOLDWING TRIKE 
1500GL, converted by Wackys Trike 
Ltd, with original paperwork, 64k 
on the clock, cambelt changed in 
2010 (with paperwork), rear brake 
conversion, EZ Steer kit fitted + 
installation instructions, Karyakyn 
extras (including grips and spoke 
accessories), original Goldwing 
owner’s manual. Tel: 07758 915982. 
£12,000. Essex

BOOM HIGHWAY, very reluctant 
sale, new MOT, runs well, only done 
50,446 km. Black. £6500. Tel: 
07722 207672. E-mail: foxyharper@
hotmail.co.uk. Clacton-on-Sea

SUZUKI SHIFT-DRIVE 1127CC 
TRIKE, purpose built, ally rears and 
girder chopper forks, Medusa airbrush 
paint job on tank and wheelarches, 
frame is metallic green, comes 
complete with passenger (but also 
has a matching sissy seat for a live 
passenger). LEDs under machine and 
in eyes of skeleton for night-time 
driving. Fun machine - very reliable 
and a head turner. 2007, mileage 
5000. Price £3200. Tel: 01455 
617791. E-mail: jonswarb@gmail.
com. Hinckley

T-REG 1999 BUELL M2 CYCLONE 
1200cc trike, one-off bolt-on rear 
end, independent rear suspension, 
built 2 years ago, custom paint 
job, holographic orange flake over 

miles. Mikuni carb model. Stainless 
and alloy throughout, highly polished. 
Extras: screen, tool roll, tow bar never 
fitted, towing frame factory-made for 
this model, new drag pipes not fitted. 
Immaculate condition. British owner, 
living in France, trike registered in 
France. One previous owner. Viewing 
in SW France. Can accommodate 
genuine buyer. £14k. Tel: 07870 
132507. Email: jackoldbiker@hotmail.
co.uk. France

SUZUKI RHINO INTRUDER VS 
800, 1995, Rhino factory conversion 
with MOT until May 2017 (no 
advisories). Garaged and lovingly 
cared for, although little used of late. 
Some recent powder coating and 
chroming. Some extras included such 
as spare handle bars, pouch and fog 
lights. Mileage: 31,124, price: £5500. 
Tel: 01726 67753. E-mail: gawel@
btinternet.com. Cornwall

CUSTOM TRIKE, 2009, road legal, 
Reliant Rialto based. 848cc. Full year 
MOT. Recently serviced, new battery, 
rear seat belts, new electronic ignition 
points. Genuine low mileage – approx 
1024 miles. Gold colour. £4500. 
E-mail: corinne.neale@gmail.com. 
Chelmsford

COMPLETE SET OF GIRDER 
FORKS suitable for trike build. Make 
me an offer over £200, call on 07771 
607108. 

1996 HONDA VT 700cc Shadow, 
low miles, drives great, real head 
turner, MOT 10 months, £4500 ono. 
Tel: 02380 448998. Southampton.
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black. New wheels and tyres, Harley 
Davidson front end. 12 months MOT, 
8400 miles from new. Unique and 
well built, £7,500. Call 07863 331615 
to view. Southminster

BOOM FAMILY TRIKE, 1900cc. 
2003, 7600 miles from new. Full 
12 months MOT. Metallic blue 
airbrushed. 10 disc CD changer/radio. 
Too many extras to list. Kept in a 
heated garage, never been out in the 
rain. Loads of chrome. Immaculate. 
£12,500. Tel: 07709 817423. E-mail: 
nb41boom@gmail.com. Crewe

HARLEY 2004 TRIKE, 1550cc, 
MOT, alarm, built in 2015 by Eurotech, 
belt drive. £12,000 or part-ex Triton/
Harley/WHY. Tel: 075408 58743 
(NO TEXTS). Ipswich

REWACO HS6 GT HARLEY, 
1450cc. Factory built, 2005, 9700 
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Random ramblings on triking and biking

LIVE OR INDY?

TRIKE
TORQUE

Which is better: a solid axle or independent rear 
suspension? Is there a right or wrong answer?

In the world of bike-to-trike conversions (rather than 
car-engined types), independent rear suspension (IRS) 
trikes are widely recognised to be better handling than 
live axle ones. Or are they? 
There’s no doubt that the double wishbone set up of an 
IRS trike gives good handling, roadholding and comfort. 
But what if you want to focus on a different benefit? 
Want to hang the arse end out around a corner? Then 
live axle is the way to go! And if you want the satisfaction 
of building a trike from scratch, IRS is going to be a 
challenge unless you buy a properly manufactured kit to 
fit yourself. 

On the flipside, a solid axle can’t compensate for road 
surfaces as well as IRS. If your nearside wheel drops 
down a pothole, there’s only one way the offside wheel 
can go and that is up. Just at the time when you need as 
much rubber on the road as possible, it’s deciding to go 
and see what’s happening away from the road! The days 
of grabbing an old Reliant axle and welding a couple 
of lengths of angle iron to it and then bolting it to an 
unsuspecting CX500 are vanishing fast. In its place, there 

THE DAYS OF GRABBING AN OLD RELIANT 
AXLE AND WELDING A COUPLE OF LENGTHS OF

ANGLE IRON TO IT ARE VANISHING FAST

are some very well engineered purpose-made solid axles 
for trike conversions to be found.

And what if you want to convert a fully dressed tourer 
like an Electra Glide? If you go the IRS route, where are 
the panniers going to go? Their space is needed by the 
wishbones. Maybe a body tub with a boot is an option, 
but then again maybe a solid axle is the way to keep them 
as its not’s so space-hungry.

At the end of the day it’s what you want that counts. 
It is undeniable that independent rear suspension trikes 
are now the norm rather than the exception. What you 
get with IRS is a trike that handles and can take a pillion, 
keeps its wheels on the road and is easy to set up.

Whatever type of trike you decide to build (or have 
built for you), make sure you are happy with the supplier. 
Just because it’s an IRS kit doesn’t mean it’s been well 
made, and just because it’s a solid axle doesn’t mean it’s 
been built in a shed by a one-eyed grizzled git who  
thinks welds should look like pigeon pooh. After all,  
it’s your backside that’s going to be a few inches off the 
road, not theirs! 

GEORGE RED
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are some very well engineered purpose-made solid axles 



Unit 4, Valley Road Business Park, Liversedge, West Yorkshire  WF15 6JY
Opening hours: 9-5pm Monday - Thursday & 9-4pm Fridays.

Open weekends by prior arrangement.
Finance can be arranged subject to status, terms & conditions.

 info@dtbpanthertrikes.co.uk

www.dtbpanthertrikes.co.uk

World Class Trike Conversions, Kits 
and Sales Direct from Yorkshire!

For further information 
call 01924 235655






