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It’s here, it’s now! 
Get ready for an 
epic BFT and 
YFT tuna season 
with these cliff 
notes from 
Bob Hoose

OUTER
BANKS

SANTA BARBARA 
ISLAND 

TAKE AN INSIDER’S TOUR 
WITH US TO SEE HOW 

THE EXPERTS FISH THIS 
BASS AND YT HAVEN

MASTERING 
THE DIAMOND JIG
CATCH MORE HALIBUT TO 

TUNA WITH THIS FAST 
SINKING GEM THAT BEATS 

THE CURRENT AND PUTS 
YOU ON THE BITERS.

E AN INSIDER’S TOUR
UNCENSORED!

ED RIES’ GUADALUPE

        A
DDENDUM



Introducing the NEW Fathom lever drags, 

available in both single and two speed. 

With a Full Metal Body, stainless steel 

gearing, and our proprietary Dura-Drag 

system the Fathom LD is ready to put 

fi sh in the box…are you?

TM



SHOWROOM
1375 S. State College Blvd. Anaheim, CA 92806

M-F: 10:00am – 6:00pm, Sat: 10:00am – 5:00pm

Custom Jigging Packs 
SHIMANO Flat-Side Jig Light Pack

–OR–
Design your own custom Penn Reel using 

our Penn Custom Shop Online at

meltontackle.com

PENN International 
V Silver Reels

SHOP OUR ONLINE CATALOG 
meltontackle.com/catalogs

$ 154.99

Starting at 
$ 549.99

HALCO Max 130
Tuna Rigged
Starting at 
$ 24.99

Jack O’Neill Laguna Polo

Yummee Fly’n Fish 
Bluefi n Rigged

Boston Big Game
Fishing Club Kite

Starting at 
$ 27.99

Starting at 
$ 69.99

Starting at 
$ 59.99

Priced at 
$ 54.99

AFTCO Kite Kits





SUZUKI SPRING SALE
Six Year Product Protection On All Suzuki Outboards 

from 25 to 300 HP At No Extra Charge
Plus, Cash Rebates Up To $800

On Selected Models

Check out Suzuki’s  
SS Series 115, 150  
and 250 HP outboards 
with exclusive matte 
black paint job.

Suzuki V6 outboards range from  
225 to 300 HP, including our DF300AP 

with drive-by-wire controls and  
Suzuki Selective Rotation. 

Most models from 40 HP  
on up are available  

in Cool White or  
Shadow Black Metallic.

Suzuki Inline-4 cylinder  
models range from  

70 to 200 HP. They’re  
compact, lightweight  

and POWERFUL.

Just in time for Spring Commissioning. See Your Participating Suzuki  
Marine Dealer To Take Advantage of These Fantastic Offers.

Suzuki’s “Gimme Six!” 
Extended Protection 
Plan is worth up to 
$1690. 

Ask your dealer for 
details regarding  

cash rebates  
up to $800  

on select models.

Offers expire June 30, 2016. For complete details, talk to your participating Suzuki Marine dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com

SPRING INTO

CA$H

®

Suzuki offers financing 
plans on new outboard 
motors with attractive 
rates as low as 5.99%* 
(for 60 months O.A.C.) 

CashRebates apply to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki outboards made between 04/01/16 and 06/30/16. For list of designated models, see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.
com. Customer and participating Dealer must fill out the appropriate rebate form at time of sale. Customer will have the choice to either apply the cash rebate against the original dealer invoice 
(Suzuki will credit Dealer parts account) or have a check sent directly to the customer. Gimme Six Extended Protection promo is applicable to new Suzuki outboard motors from 25 to 300 HP in inven-
tory which are sold and delivered to buyer between 04/01/16 and 06/30/16 in accordance with the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska to 
a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. Customer should expect to receive an acknowledgement letter and full copy of contract including terms, conditions and wallet 
card from Suzuki Extended Protection within 90 days of purchase. If an acknowledgement letter is not received in time period stated, contact Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. – Marine Marketing via 
email: marinepromo@suz.com. The Gimme Six Promotion is available for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. There are no model substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain checks, or 
extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through Synchrony Retail Finance. As low as 5.99% 
APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki marine engines. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are based on credit 
worthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ based on financing terms, 
credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki marine engines purchased from a participating authorized Suzuki 
dealer between 04/01/16 and 06/30/16.“Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life jacket and read your 
owner’s manual. © 2016 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.
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One of the most intriguing of the Channel Islands, Santa Barbara 
has a unique character and layout that can make it a challenging but 
rewarding stop for private boaters. Hear how the experts fish this 
bass and yellowtail haven. 
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The 2015 season provided lots of clues on the best means of catching 
outer banks tuna species. Gather up this baitwell of information and 
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Tony Gonzales with his big yellowfin tuna gaffed by Matt Stober 
on a 2.5 day trip aboard the Pacific Star.
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Stand out from the crowd
    — give your boat a new look!

I silently judge others 
by their boat name.

SAVE
20%
CODE: PCSPORT20

EXPIRES 7/31/16

Quick, easy and affordable
do-it-yourself boat lettering.

Visit our website to see samples and
create your own at BoatUS.com/Graphics
or call (800) 937-3300.

AGREE DISAGREE
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fishing, P.O. Box 7308, Newport Beach, CA 92658-9811 Pacific 
Coast Sportfishing (ISSN 1544-7480) is published monthly except 
bi-monthly in Nov/Dec & Jan/Feb. The known office of publication 
is 240 Newport Center Drive, Suite 205, Newport Beach, CA 92660. 
Periodicals postage paid at Newport Beach, CA 92658-9998 and 
additional entry offices. Single copy price $3.99. Subscriptions are 
$19.00 per year, $35.00 for two years and $45.00 for three years. 
Pacific Coast Sportfishing is published by Abundant Life Media, Inc., 
(see John 10:10). All rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or part 
without written permission is strictly prohibited. Letters to the edi-
tor may be emailed to:GKramer@pcsportfishing.com. Advertising 
inquiries may be made to Bill@pcsportfishing.com or by phoning 
949-650-3474. Pacific Coast Sportfishing accepts unsolicited articles 
and photographs, however they will not be returned and we are not 
liable for their return or safekeeping. Thank you for reading, and 
please keep only what you can reasonably eat and release the rest 
that have a reasonable chance of living.



Our fishing grounds has 
the largest & longest 
run of Chinook (King) 

Queen Charlotte Safaris  •   1-877-815-2892

You will come for the fishing ... 
       You will come back for the memories...                 

qcsafaris.com or on facebook at ...
FACEBOOK.COM/QCSAFARIS@QCSAFARISQCSAFARIS.COM

• World Class Fishing • ECO Adventures 
• First Class Lodging & Dining • Personal Service

Queen Charlotte
         Safaris

Salmon in N. America. Our runs start at the 
end of May and we are still fishing for Chinook 
in September. They feed along the islands for a 
few days and move on, then a new run comes in.
This makes a very unique fishing destination.
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story by publisher/editor 
   BILL DePRIEST

June brings the beginning 
of our offshore season 
and one of my favorite 

holidays, Father’s Day. A day 
when I get to honor the man 
who taught me everything I 
know about fishing, life, honor 
and how to be the father that 
I am today. The day where he 
gets his due respect for being 
the example of what it means 
to be a man. 

From the Bridge
Art from the Hands 
of a Fisherman ...

The hard part is what to get the guy. 
Well, this year I found the most amaz-
ing, one-of-a-kind gift when I stum-
bled across a young artist/fisherman: 
Conor Shanahan. Conor has been in 
the industry his entire life; he lives 
and breathes fishing. 

His father Tom Shanahan (or as 

would be hard pressed to find being practiced in 
our present day. It is tedious, extremely difficult 
and time consuming—truly a lost art—that Conor 
has rekindled, even being self-taught. 

I think this is what drew my interest and what 
leads my thought that this could be the ultimate 
gift for a fisherman or anyone who just loves the 
sea. Each is a one-of-a-kind piece of artwork, a gift 
that comes from every angler’s ultimate dream to 
catch the broadbill. 

Beyond the unique nature of his work, his own 
father, who taught him a love of the sea, actually 
builds the custom wood shadow boxes that encase 
each work of art. Talk about coming full circle! 
Here’s an art piece with some generations of fishing 
history, blood, sweat and tears put into each bill. Fa-
ther and son work together to bring the scenes of the 
sea to anglers and art collectors all over the world.

Conor is busy doing custom commissioned work 
with fishing scenes as well as individual owners’ 
boats on the bills. He has also done numerous un-
derwater scenes, from the kelp beds of California 
to the deep-water scenes of swordfish feeding on 
squid, not to mention some of the original old 
school scrimshaw art scenes from history.

In my case, Conor has made my father the ulti-
mate bill. It is a swordfish charging after some giant 
squid in an underwater action scene. The detail is 
incredible and the base of the sword is even fitted 
with a fine Cocobolo wood. The box has built-in 
lights and displays the piece in a way that honors 
the art well. 

Order your custom scrimshaw swordfish bill by 
calling Conor at (760) 216-4565 or check out his 
work online at www.pelagicfineart.com.      PcS

most call him, “Shano”) is a well-known skipper who has been run-
ning yachts and sportboats his whole life as well. He taught Conor 
through his early years about the sea and her bounty. As Conor 
grew up, he worked for his dad on boats and honed his art skills 
during lag time. He found a particular liking to scrimshaw art on 
swordfish bills and after years of refining his skills he has now let 
the public in on his amazing creations.

Conor is currently pursuing his art full speed and cranking out 
everything from simply polished bills to full-blown scrimshawed 
swordfish swords. His work will have you questioning how this in-
tricate and detailed art form can be done with such raw tools. 

Scrimshaw is an old whaling art form that came from the guys 
etching on whalebones and teeth. But it’s an art form that you 

Artist Conor 
at work.





g

WE ARE 
FISHING  
grundens.com



We enable fishermen to face any condition 
on waters across the globe, professional 
or recreational. We all have one thing in 
common: the love of fishing.
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Tell us what 
you're thinking ...
Send your thoughts, opinions, ideas 
and requests to George Kramer, 
GKramer@PCSportfishing.com

changes, you don’t want to get ahead of yourself, hoping 
to hit a homerun and show off for the fleet.

True, you may not have all the numbers that the pros 
or the big boats have, but you do have what’s out there in 
front of you, with charts and sonar to give you specifics. 
Just acting on the obvious is not a mistake. The PCS 
writer Erik Landesfeind and his sources have made that 
crystal clear.

Ben Davis
San Diego

Kayak Articles Valuable, Too
Just a quick note acknowledging PCS for a steady stream 
of kayaking articles. The sport is growing so fast some 
might think the info is pretty basic, but I’m sure the 
number coming into the sport each year is equal to all 
the kayakers together 10 years ago. Many thanks.

Ted Smith
Costa Mesa

Great Story and Photos
Really enjoyed “Give ‘em Some Lip” (May 2016) with 
some good information on fishing what the freshwater 
guys call “hard baits.” These lures, once they were built 
strong enough for saltwater species, have really added 
variety to the sport.

But in addition to tips about what to use and how to 
troll them, the photographs from author Tony Pena are 
always impressive. I don’t think there is a PCS reader 
out there who doesn’t sort of see himself or herself in 
those pictures of those amazing species.

This is just the stuff we expect from Pacific Coast 
Sportfishing! Thanks for giving us some lip!

Robert Coles
Via email     PcS
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WARM WATER = HOT FISHING     MARINADES FOR SEA BASS    YAKKING IT UP IN LA JOLLA      M    Y  Y  Y

WE OPEN THE SECRET VAULT 
TO GIVE YOU OUR KEY METHODS 
FOR LOCAL GLADIATOR BFT. 
YOU CAN THANK US LATER!

ERIK LANDESFEIND ON 
COMPREHENDING CORONADO 

YELLOWTAIL CONDITIONS. 
READ THIS AND MOVE TO THE 

HEAD OF THE CLASS

WE OPOPEN THEN THTHE SECECECRET VRET VAULTAULTT

GET 
YOURS!

TRY THIS LIPPED DIVING PLUG 
AND WATCH YOUR COUNTS 

INCREASE ON THE CAST 
AND TROLL

GIVE ME 
SOME LIP

SUMMER 
SCHOOL

AN INSIDE LOOK AT 
CROCODILE BAY 
AN INAN INAN INAN INANAN SIDESIDSIDESIDESIDESIDE LOOKOOLOOKLOOKLOOK ATATATATATAT

COSTA RICA
DREAMING

Confession: Missed Opportunity
Went out of San Diego’s Fisherman’s Landing on the 
Pacific Queen to try for yellowtail and bluefin. After 
limiting out in the early part of the day on yellowtail, 
we headed homeward but not before heading offshore. 
Before leaving Friday, I had remembered that article 
by Bob Hoose from August of last year (“Making Tuna 
Pop”). So, I loaded up some brand new Orca Poppers I 
had purchased after reading Bob’s column. 

Well, when the word came down to get ready for 
offshore blues my mind went to live bait as I thought 
we would be going deep so I only re-rigged my live bait 
outfits. Imagine my surprise when we came upon a 
sizable school of breaking fish from 50 to 100 pounds-
plus … and I missed the perfect “Popper-Tuna-ty!”

Kurt Kiss 
Chino 

Coronado Island Feature Valuable
Really appreciated the feature story, “Comprehending 
Coronado Island Conditions” (May 2016) for its to-the-
core instruction. If you’ve fished out of your own boat 
for any length of time, you know there shouldn’t be as 
many poor trips, except, when you look back, you’ve 
made choices you didn’t need to make—bad ones.

There is a line in the article from Capt. Duane Mellor 
who says, “Don’t over think it.” When you see conditions 
change, tide, current, bait activity, sudden weather 

From the May issue
“Give ‘em Some Lip”



TALICA TAC 16II 
2-SPEED LEVER 
DRAG REEL

Features a hydrothermal drag system 
that virtually eliminates the drag setting 
variances that affect todays’ big game reels. 

TIAGRA A 2-SPEED 
LEVER DRAG REELS
$42999 - $1,29999
Priced at

TALLUS SLICK 
BUTT RODS

The Tallus Slick Butt Roller Stripper Tip rods 
are durable and strong, made with TC4 
blanks, and a graphite gimbal. 
Heavy/Fast

Durable saltwater reels with a NEW “Cam” 
oscillation system, waterproof and comfort-
able drag, and ergonomic handle grips. 

SARAGOSA SW 
SPINNING REELS

 

Read Reviews +
Product Q & A

Read Reviews +
Product Q & A

SHM-0310 
Shown $699.99

SHM-2662 Shown $279.99
SHM-2654 

Shown $269.99

and hundreds of other 
products at TackleDirect.com

WATCH VIDEO ON 
THIS PRODUCT
W

ADD ITEM #TDA0748 TO YOUR CART WHEN YOU PLACE YOUR ORDER TO RECEIVE A 

FREE TD LOGO YELLOWFIN TUNA CLIP WITH PURCHASE

 chunks

 (up to 22lbs of drag at strike and 40 lbs. 
 at full) 

SHM-1557

Read Reviews +
Product Q & A

$54999Priced at

$26999 - $32999
Priced at
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Priced at
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Toll-Free:  888.354.7335
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Store: Egg Harbor Twp, NJ

WHY SHOP WITH TACKLEDIRECT?
Join Our Loyalty Rewards Program 
@ MyAccount.TackleDirect.com

REWARDS PROGRAM:

TackleDirect.com  Shop Over 50,000 In-Stock Items at:

For Promotions & Deals Text “TACKLE” to “33233”

REQUEST OUR CURRENT CATALOG 
AT TACKLEDIRECT.COM/CATALOG
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Short Casts

The goal of the SAC team is to promote sportfishing and other 
recreational opportunities in the region using the techniques 
they used the previous year to successfully encourage the 
return of cruise ships and visiting yachts to Mazatlán. 
According to Alfonso Gil, general director, Port of Mazatlán, 
“There are now more than 90 cruise ships scheduled to stop in 
the port, a remarkable improvement over the one that visited 
Mazatlán in 2012.”

On the Saturday morning of the trip, on the sun-bathed 
Pueblo Bonito, Emerald Bay terrace overlooking the Pacific 
Ocean, Gil and Acereto were among the guests on a two-
hour broadcast with the SAC group. Also featured were Mario 
Aguilar, commissioner of CONAPESCA; Esteban Balderrama, 
undersecretary of Tourism, Sinaloa; Jose Gamez, general 
manager, Pueblo Bonito Hotels; Geronimo Cevallos, manager, 
El Cid Marina; as well as members of the press and spectators. 

story by ERIK LANDESFEIND

A coalition of sportfishing officials and 
representatives from both sides of the border 
met in Mazatlán April 21-23 for a whirlwind 

trip. Included were Capt. Ken Franke, Sportfishing 
Association of California; Kenia Zamarripa, SAC’s 
director of Marketing and International Affairs; host 
Pete Gray and sound engineer Rick Cutler of Let’s 
Talk Hook-Up (Hookup1090.com); and Juan Acereto, 
president of Sinaloa’s Sport Fishing Association.

SAC Head and CONAPESCA 
Commissioner Meet in Mazatlán

The second hour was devoted to Mario 
Aguilar, commissioner of CONAPESCA, 
discussing the importance of 
cooperation between his agency, SAC 
and National Marine Fisheries.

Gil, Acereto and Geronimo discussed sportfishing, 
tournaments, marinas, charter fleets, weather and the 
freshwater bass fishing available in the surrounding area 
during the first hour of the live call-in Let’s Talk Hook-
Up. They were followed by Gamez and Balderrama, who 
expanded on the number of airline flights available and 
the convenience of the Cross Border Xpress (CBX) at 
Otay Mesa.

The second hour was devoted to Aguilar and the 
importance of cooperation between his agency, SAC and 
National Marine Fisheries. He fielded callers’ questions 
and comments, including one from Scott Sherman, a San 
Diego city councilman on behalf of Mayor Kevin Falconer. 
Sherman praised the CONAPESCA commissioner’s 
ongoing cooperation on behalf of the San Diego Unified 
Port District and U.S anglers visiting Mexico. As the 
program came to a close, Aguilar commented, “Twenty 
nine million visitors who come to Mexico annually can be 
assured that sportfishing is one of Mexico’s most treasured 
industries that we intend to protect and improve.” 

Captain Franke added, “Mazatlán is an important hub 
of sportfishing in Mexico and simply stated SAC wants 
to ensure that U.S. anglers visiting the country have a 
memorable trip.” In closing, Gray observed that SAC has 
developed its website into a valuable resource for anglers 
and boat owners planning to visit Mexico. 



WATCH THE VIDEO AT 
RAYMARINE.COM/QUANTUM 

A BREAKTHROUGH IN SOLID STATE RADAR, 
QUANTUM DELIVERS SUPERIOR CHIRP RADAR IMAGING 
AND SIMPLE Wi-Fi CONNECTIVITY.
  
· EXCLUSIVE FLIR ATXTM ADVANCED TARGET 

SEPARATION TECHNOLOGY
· LIGHTWEIGHT AND ENERGY-EFFICIENT
· EASY TO INSTALL WITH INTEGRATED Wi-Fi
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This tagged bluefin, caught 
aboard the Hawk while 
fishing off San Diego in 
May, put on more than 50 
pounds and swam almost 
6,000 miles in the 2 1/2 
years since its tagging.

N4290 was affixed to a 
bluefin tuna with a 20.5 
cm fork length on Aug. 
2, 2013, in Tosa Bay off 
Kochi, Japan. 

That fish, which would 
have weighed less than 
a pound at the time of 
tagging, traveled just shy 
of 6,000 miles during its 
approximate 1,000 days of 
freedom. While this may 
seem like a long way for 
a fish to swim in a couple 
years, tuna have been 
recorded to have swam 
three times that distance 
in the same period.

According to 
scientific research, the 
fish probably wasn’t 
migrating the entire 
time. Juvenile tuna will 
usually hang around 

the spawning grounds off Japan for 
several months to a year to feed and 
grow before beginning their trek across 
the Pacific. Migration time can vary 
and fish are usually two to three years 

Tagged Bluefin Gives Insight into Migration
There were many bluefin tuna caught off the San Diego coast in April of this 

year, but there is one fish that stands out in particular. Not particularly large, at 
least by this spring’s standards, the almost 60 pounder caught during a 3/4 day 
trip aboard the Hawk run by Capt. Evan Salvay was carrying a tag that revealed 
some surprising information. According to the tagging agency, tag number 
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old when they arrive off our coast. 
Though considered a trophy fish by 
any angler’s standards, this three-
year-old, 60 pounder is still a juvenile 
and a fish its size would have time to 
swim back to its spawning grounds in 
Japan before reaching maturity at 7 
years old.

California Fish and 
Game Commission Can’t 

Catch a Break
Ongoing controversy has plagued 

the California Fish and Game 
Commission in recent months. 
Following the resignation of 
several pro-hunting and fishing 
commissioners, the commission’s 
reigns have been handed over to 
Governor Brown’s enviro appointees. 
While several fishermen have thrown 
their hats into the ring as volunteers 
for the commission, none of the 
vacancies have yet been filled. 

A recent Los Angeles Times article by 
Patrick McGreevy added fuel to the fire 
by pointing out that the commission 
is moving away from protecting 
sportsmen and pushing to protect 
fish and wildlife from sportsmen. 
Marko Mlikotin of the California 
Sportfishing League was quoted as 
saying, “The commission has shifted 
from a philosophy of conservation 
to one of preservation, meaning its 
direction has gone to where fishing 
and hunting are more and more 
limited and very difficult.”

The article went on to say that the 
shifting role of the commission was 
signaled in 2012, when the legislature 
and governor changed the name of 
the state Department of Fish and 
Game to the Department of Fish and 
Wildlife. Some lawmakers argued that 
the word “game” was a hunting term 
no longer descriptive of the agency’s 
changing role to protect animals.

While no one is sure where this road 
will lead in the long term, it’s important 
for California’s hunters and fishermen 
to stay abreast of what’s happening in 
Sacramento. A good way of doing that 
is by joining and financially supporting 
groups like the Coastal Conservation 
Association (www.joincca.org), which 
has representatives at Fish and Game 
Commission meetings ensuring that 
angler’s rights are being protected.     PcS
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Santa Barbara Island: 
An Experts’ Tour

Benny Florentino doesn’t just release bass, 
he’ll let yellowtail go as well once he’s got 
a couple in the box for dinner.
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STORY AND PHOTOS BY ERIK LANDESFEIND

It’s a fact: 30 years is but the 
blink of an eye to a slab of 
volcanic rock that rose from 
the sea millions of years ago 

to form Santa Barbara Island. It’s 
even less significant to the older 
Channel Islands that comprise 
the chain’s northern end. But to a 
fisherman 30 years can seem like 
a lifetime.

Thirty years spent plying the rising and falling tides. 
Thirty years of tracking lunar cycles and their effect on the 
island’s underwater inhabitants. Thirty years of casting 
to calicos while dodging the winter storm swells that 
hammer the island’s exposed flanks. Thirty years spent 
chasing yellowtail schools in the warm summer currents 
that caress the island’s southern shore. 

Over those years, an inch-long bass can grow into a 
trophy and a young father can watch his son grow into a 
man with a son of his own. Back on land, life goes on as 
usual. Jobs change, friends come and go, wrinkles form 
around the eyes, tackle advancements are made and new 
boats are bought; but the island remains the same. And 
no matter how infrequent, a trip there offers a sense of 
stability in an often-unstable world. 

Sitting in the rear jump seat of his new 25-foot Bay 
Ranger during the long uphill climb to Santa Barbara 
Island or SBI, I had plenty of time to observe the 
interaction between Captain Benny Florentino and his 
son Matt as they added yet another hash mark to their 
long tally of trips to the island whose waters Benny has 
spent over half of his life exploring. Though different 
in appearance and personality, the father and son are 
indistinguishable when it comes to their love and 
enthusiasm for fishing.

WHERE IT’S AT
Santa Barbara Island lies approximately 40 miles off 

the coast of Palos Verdes but is at least 47 miles from the 
nearest harbor. Due to the island’s position in relation to 
launch ramps, it’s about the same distance from Ventura 
and Marina Del Rey. The longest run is from Long Beach 
at 55 miles. While it’s farther, most private boaters like to 
launch out of Long Beach because the wind will be at their 
backs on the way home.
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While having a nice ride home is a 
plus, if the current is running uphill 
in the morning, like it was the day of 
our trip, the ride to the island can be 
punishing. What had been a slightly 
bumpy ride as we left the harbor had 
morphed into a wall of steep and 
stacked swells once we passed the 
west end of Catalina Island. These 
conditions continued to worsen as we 
approached our destination due to 
the upwelling caused by the canyon 
that abuts the south end of SBI. 

With just a couple miles to go, it 
got so bad that Benny was forced 
to repeatedly pull the boat out of 
gear to prevent skewering the next 
swell as we came off a big peak. The 
big boat handled it fine and though 
uncomfortable we were never in any 
danger, so we toiled along, taking it 
on the chin, while Benny and Matt 
distracted me with stories about 
previous trips to the island.

Finally arriving at the island, we 
paused a moment to stretch and 
straighten out the kinks from the 
two-hour pounding we’d taken 
while getting there. Once we were 
somewhat straightened out, Benny 
cruised along a ridge that ran just 

east of the island’s MPA closure while 
looking for signs of yellowtail. 

Unless you’re fishing bass in the 
island’s boiler rocks, almost all fishing 
is done in relation to the ridges that 
run around this island. You’ll need to 
consult a chart to see exactly where 
these ridges are but for the sake of this 
article, imagine that the island itself 
is the bulls-eye on a target and the 
ridges are the rings that surround it; as 
a rule, the closer to the bulls-eye, the 
shallower the ridge, the farther away, 
the deeper the water. 

While these ridges continue out 
into deep water, the island is within 
the cowcod conservation area, so 
you cannot fish in water deeper than 
120 feet if you have rockfish aboard. 

The yellowtail bite 
was too hot for the 
author to pass up 
so he put down his 
camera and caught 
one on a Tady 45.

Although they were not fishing 
directly in the boiler rocks, 
Matt and Benny had to pull 
hard to keep the bigger bass 
off of the rocky bottom.

Google Earth will give you a pretty 
good picture of the fishable water 
around the island and actually shows 
some of the ridges. While you’re 
at it, you might want to plot the 
coordinates for the island’s MPA so 
that you can know to avoid that zone.

RESPECT THE CRAB
Like everywhere else along our 

coast the past couple years, red crabs 
were affecting the yellowtail behavior 
at the island. Benny had fished it 
several times in the last week and 
each of those times the yellowtail 
would blow up on the red crab at 
some point during the day. 

There was definitely no shortage 
of red crabs or birds in deep water 

that morning, but there was 
a distinct lack of yellowtail 
sign. After a few minutes 
of cruising around, Benny 
spotted some birds that were 
actively working rather than 
just picking and we threw 
jigs at them for one hooked 
and lost yellowtail and a 
couple of missed bites before 
the birds went back to lazily 
picking off crab.

Benny pointed out that the 
couple minutes of excitement 
we did have occurred on 
the up current edge of a 
submerged kelp bed, which 
had been the pattern all week. 
According to him there had 
been a lot of mackerel at 
the island and they’d been 
feeding on the crab in open 
water. But whenever the 
mackerel pushed the crab into 
the kelp, the yellows would be 
there to ambush them both.
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CLEAR & PRESENT 
DANGER

With a falling tide and not much 
signal, Benny decided to spend a 
couple hours fishing calicos shallow 
and then take another look for 
yellows after the tide changed. While 
making the run to the island, Benny 
explained that the key to catching 
calicos shallow at the island was 
finding off color water with some 
movement. While that may not 
seem like that tall of an order, Santa 
Barbara Island is known for having 
ultra-clear water. When you can see 
your swimbait lying on the bottom 
in 40 feet of water, there’s a good 
chance that you’re not going to catch 
a whole lot.

Splitting the gap between Sutil 
Rock and the island, Benny didn’t go 
far before pulling the throttle back 
and letting the big bay boat slide 
to a stop. I’d be lying if I said that 
this spot looked any different than 
anything else we’d passed on our 
way there, but Benny pointed out 
the subtle differences. The stretch he 
approached was protected from the 
west swell by a spine of rocks that 

extended away from the island on the 
left and was bound by a sandy beach 
on the right. These features combined 
to create a stretch of minimal surge 
and silty water. 

After Benny shut down and 
trimmed up the main motor, he 
deployed the troller and was joined 
in the bow by his son. As the 
Florentinos set to casting, Benny 
explained that this was one of the 
few spots at the island where it was 
safe to shut down the main and get 
in tight on the trolling motor, but 
warned that anyone new to fishing 
the island keep the main running 
and their head on a swivel when 
exploring new areas as sneaker 
sets often clean up otherwise calm 
looking zones.

RIDGES VS. BOILERS
I’d always known Benny and Matt 

to be power fishermen, so it struck 
me as odd that they both picked 
up 5-inch Big Hammer swimbaits 
matched with 1-ounce Warheads 
and slowly hopped them along the 
bottom. Stranger yet was the fact 
that neither of them appeared to be 

targeting their casts toward the actual 
boiler rocks. When questioned about 
it, Benny explained that the island’s 
bass don’t always relate to the boiler 
rocks and often bite better over the 
shallow ridges that run away from the 
island. In this case, he had the boat 
approximately 60 feet from shore 
but we were only sitting in 12 feet of 
water, so that entire distance between 
boat and shore had the potential to 
produce a bite rather than just the 
few feet around the exposed boilers.

As Benny methodically worked the 
boat along the shoreline, the father 
and son began to get bit. After a 
couple swings and misses and some 
conversation about the what, why and 
how of those bites, the two quickly 
dialed in their presentations and began 
connecting with fish. As the pattern 
developed—cast, sink, wind, pause, 
wind, pause, thump, swing, hook-
up—the Florentinos fell into what was 
obviously a familiar rhythm of father 
and son doing what they loved in the 
place where they did it best.

Once they’d worked their way past 
some landmark that was invisible 
to me, both of them put down their 

The wounded soldier 
color combination of olive 

and red proved the hot 
color for the morning’s 

low light conditions.
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swimbait rods and donned jig sticks and started 
pounding the shoreline with their Kicker 25 
light surface irons in browns and reds with black 
tails. The black tailed jig has been something 
Benny has been swearing by for decades and his 
influence can be seen in jigs produced by Tady 
Lures as well as Kicker Jigs.

Benny wasn’t really clear as to why he chose 
that moment to switch to the surface iron but 
said that in this stretch the bigger fish often ate 
the jig better than the swimbait. I know you’re 
thinking to yourself, “Well, that’s a lot of help,” 
but there is a lesson to be taken away from this. 
What fish bite in one spot, they may not bite in 
another that’s just a few feet away, so if you’re 
catching fish and seem to move out of the biting 
zone, try another presentation and see if there 
isn’t an imaginary line that you crossed where the 
fish want something else to eat.

The fish didn’t want the jig on that morning, 
so we pulled the troller and made a short hop up 
the island. As expected, that spot and the next 
few we hit were plagued with overly clean water 
and Benny suggested that we might need to run 
around to the other side of the island to find better 
conditions. Before we did that Benny suggested we 
take a look outside to see if the yellows were biting.

Benny Florentino looks 
over the calico bass 
territory he has spent 
30 years exploring.

www.Blackwell61ForSale.com

2005/2012  61' Blackwell For Sale –
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crab. The next few hours were a 
blur of boiling yellows, swinging 
rods and hoots and hollers from the 
Florentinos. Though smaller than the 
fish that had been biting along the 
coast the last year, no one cared as 
the thrill of a yellow coming up and 
biting the surface iron is the same 
whether it’s 10 pounds or 40.

By the time the yellows stopped 
biting we’d burned through enough 
of our day and our endurance to call 
it quits and head for home. Before 
making that run, Benny took us for a 
spin around the small island pointing 
out his preferred spots as I sipped a 
generous rum and coke he’d poured 
me to toast our trip. Watching him 
as he gazed out across each of those 
spots I could see the good memories 
they kindled dance behind his eyes. 
It was at that point that I realized 
he’d done more than spend a lifetime 
learning this island; he and his son 
had experienced a lifetime of joy 
while fishing its shores. 

Captain Benny Florentino offers 
full service guide trips to Santa 
Barbara Island and just about 
anywhere else in Southern California 
on his beautiful 2510 Bay Ranger 
loaded with all of the latest Shimano 
rods and reels. To book a charter or to 
get more information visit his website 
at www.fishcoastalcharters.com.      PcS

YELLOW FEVER
To the northwest of Sutil Rock are more ridges with 

expansive kelp beds and on the upcurrent edge of one 
of them was good sign of feeding fish. As had happened 
earlier in the day the crab had been pushed up into the kelp 
and the yellows were on them. The meter went red with a 
huge school of yellows just outside the kelp but only one 
of those deeper fish wanted to bite, a scrappy little guy that 
Benny released after catching on the jig. 

The kelp bed we were fishing was mostly submerged 
and that allowed Benny to make drifts over the top while 
he and Matt cast jigs to spots of fish that came up chasing 

Benny Florentino shows 
off the big bass for the 
trip. Proving that elephants 
eat peanuts, this fish fell 
for a 5-inch Big Hammer 
swimbait fished on a 
1-ounce Warhead low and 
slow along the bottom.
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STORY BY BOB HOOSE

It was early July last year, and about the time the 
pubs would have been closing in town. A wax-
ing moon provided plenty of light as we headed 

southwest to the 43 fathom spot. A high pressure sys-
tem had moved into the Southern California Bight 
and provided a window of light winds and calm seas 
through the weekend–conditions that looked good 
for tuna fishing. 

On the horizon the big Cadillacs (long-range boats 
from San Diego) had already anchored up on the al-
pha spots along the bank. At the time, the best tuna 
fishing along the coast had shifted to the west and all 
the sport, charter and private boats were jockeying for 
position for the gray light bite. 

With the radar showing 30-plus boats around the 
bank, it dropped a challenging proposition on us on 
where to set up. Not wanting to “fish the fleet” on a 
weekend, we elected to look northwest of the bank, 
which lines up to a deep water canyon wall running 
westward toward San Clemente Island. There were just 
a handful of private boats in this sector, which clearly 
gave us more room to find our own school of tuna fish.

Big blobs of red crab filled the Furuno sounder as 
we slowly circled the edges of the canyon wall. Just 
before 5 a.m., we found a large concentration of red 
crab balled up in groups with telltale “tuna marks” 
below it. After shutting down on the spot and hitting 
the MOB button on the plotter, day glow Flat Fall jigs 
were dropped into the depths by a couple guys, and 
another angler deployed an eight-inch squid he ac-
quired at the Japanese market. 

OUTER  



Yellowfin tuna coming to gaff.
Photo by Ryan Griffin

S
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I had that nervous feeling trying 
to make another pot of coffee below 
when I heard, “Fresh one!” from the 
cockpit. One of the jigs was bit on 
the sink as a 20-pound class yellowfin 
tuna burned line into the depths. A 
good start to what ended up being a 
typical outer bank tuna trip with a 
bunch of yellowfin and bluefin tuna 
filling up the kill bag. 

Since the 2016 season is shaping up 
like last year, here are a few observa-
tions from a dozen trips I spent tar-
geting tuna.

Reading Water
If you are fishing a private boat, 

reading water is key to your success. 
The best private boat captains pay 
close attention to the ocean condi-
tions and particular pieces of water 
holding game fish–especially bluefin 
and yellowfin tuna. The most basic 
tools to employ are a service such as 
Ocean Imaging, Terrafin or FishDope 
to track both water temperature, 
chlorophyll and current direction. 

Running to the outer banks is an 
expensive trip in fuel, food and ice 
so it is critical you have an under-
standing of where the temperature 

breaks are setting up that typically 
concentrate baitfish. These breaks 
move with the currents so not only is 
it important to understand where the 
break is in relationship to the bank, 
but which way it is traveling or if the 
break is setting up or breaking up. 

These breaks move daily and using 
the ocean services to track each break 
will help put you on the best fishing 
opportunities. While a half a degree 
break will hold game fish, the one 
degree or more edges seem to concen-
trate bait fish and tuna even better. 

Furthermore, find out from your 
network of friends which side of 
the break is best (warmer or cooler). 
Many times we have had better blue-
fin tuna fishing on the cooler side of 
the break while yellowfin and dorado 
are feeding on the warm edge. 

Have a look at these charts at least 
two or three days prior to your trip 
to understand the pattern and which 
way the water is moving.

Chlorophyll is a green pigment 
found in algae and plants–the base of 
the pelagic food chain. Krill and many 
types of bait fish (sardines, mackerel, 
anchovies) like to feed on these edges 
of the food chain. When a cleaner 
piece of water edges up to a color 
break of chlorophyll, it creates an ideal 
area for game fish to ambush prey. 

Chlorophyll can also turn a pro-
ductive area into an off colored dead 
zone. Pay close attention to the chlo-
rophyll areas and breaks in relation-

The author pulling on a 150-pound plus 
bluefin hooked outside the 277 fathom 

spot slow trolling a live mackerel. 
Having a two speed reel and a fighting 

harness allows an angler to apply 
maximum pressure. Unfortunately for 
Bob,  the hook pulled on this trophy 

bluefin right outside of gaff range after 
an hour and half on 50-pound gear.

Photo credit Brett Catron

A shot of the Furuno sounder from last 
June.  The yellow “fuzz” is schools of 
red crab and the red “marks” are large 
bluefin tuna. Find the red crab and there 
is a chance the tuna will be nearby.  
Photo by Pat Holmes
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ship to the outer banks. Tuna like to feed on the clean side 
of these breaks, using their eyesight to locate prey along the 
edges. The chlorophyll charts have changed my plans the 
night prior to a trip many times. Use this information to 
your advantage whenever possible.

Live Bait Options
Depending on time of year, choosing which live bait to 

bring offshore depends on your quarry. If you’re a private 
boat under 30 feet, you may only have one or sometimes 
two live bait tanks. In a perfect world, heading offshore 
with a tank full of cured anchovies and another tank of 
cured sardines and mackerel would be the best of both 
worlds. However, a more realistic approach is to cater your 
live bait needs to the type of tuna you will be targeting.

For example, in late May and early June SoCal witnessed 
an epic run of bluefin tuna with many schools consisting 
of 100- to 200-pound class fish. I had never witnessed this 
in local waters in more than 40 years. That being said, a 
majority of the bigger bluefin we hooked last season were 
on greenback mackerel. If the bigger bluefin are biting, 
consider tanking up with live mackerel the night before or 
have access to a receiver of cured bait at a private dock. You 
may want to also find a Japanese market that sells the larger 
8- to 10- inch squid for the kite or balloon baits. 

Later in the summer months, we had school-sized yel-
lowfin move onto the banks and these fish preferred the 

Mike Coon with a fine 
catch of both yellowfin 
and bluefin tuna while 
fishing the outer banks 

last June. With the 
right preparations, 
even small private 

boats can get in on the 
outer banks tuna bites.

Photo by Kyle Maza

AARON 
MARTENS  
3x Angler of  
the Year!

Maybe it’s coincidence that Pro Angler Aaron Martens helped 
design the G Finesse Series hooks and just won the 2015 
Bassmaster Angler of the year award for the third time. But 
with the G Finesse’s ground-breaking design, the Tournament 
Grade Wire (TGW) and Nano Smooth Coat, we know it was 
more than just luck.

G Finesse Heavy 
Cover Worm

G Finesse Treble  
MH Hook

G Finesse Worm  
Light w/Tin Keeper

G Finesse Swivel 
Shot Drop Shot

GAMAKATSU.COM
SIMPLY THE BEST



36 I  PCSportfishing.com  I  Like Us On Facebook  I  JUNE 2016

live bait tank for chumming. 
Having worked on a live bait barge 

for five years during my college sum-
mers, from an operator’s perspective 
there are a few things that can help 
the live bait process run smoothly. 
First off, avoid the rush hour at all 
costs. From 5 until 7 a.m. you are 
likely going to be in a long line if the 
tuna are biting. Try to leave the night 
before even if you are going less than 
50 miles to the fish. 

Next, have your tank filled up and 
cash ready to go when you approach 
the receiver. Nobody wants to wait 
for a rookie to fill his tank when 
there are 50 boats in the bait line. 
Courtesy goes a long way and there 
is nothing worse than starting off on 
your trip after an argument or inci-
dent at the bait receiver. Try to work 

cured anchovies or, if you could get 
it, cured small sardines. So if the trip 
is focused on smaller grade tuna, 
your first challenge—and it was a 
gamble last season—is to find a re-
ceiver with cured bait. Last season, 
we ran the extra 10 to Dana Point or 
17 miles to Long Beach to acquire 
the best bait available. 

Unfortunately, on many trips last 
season the live bait options were lim-
ited: XL lethargic sardines or pinhead 
anchovies (less than three inches). The 
bigger sardines make deadly chunk 
bait and the pinhead anchovies are 
good for chum, so take scoops of both. 
We keep an insulated soft cooler on 
our boat for chunk bait. The bottom 
is filled with pieces of block ice, which 
keeps the dead bait fresh and firm for 
chunking. Place the anchovies in the 

By early July, schools of 
yellowfin tuna migrated 

into the Southern 
California Bight and 

provided excellent fishing 
until early December. 
Photo by Bob Hoose
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Tel 561-447-1177 Fax 561-361-0683 

Toro Tamer, LLC
16442 Gothard St.

Huntington Beach, CA
714-841-9429 info@torotamer.com

www.TOROTAMER.com

Toro
Tamer
Toro
Tamer
We produce easy
rigging hollow core
braid in both 12 and
16 strand. And, we
also offer the best
rigging needles in
the business. Our highly

are easier to use, and our kits
are than any other on
the market. Kits starting at only $60!

ours theirs...
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A beautiful grade yellowfin tuna 
caught last December on the 
six pack charter boat Impulse. 
Long soaks on the 43 fathom 
spot accounted for an epic 
late season bite. Captain Matt 
Barlow (right) with the author. 
Photo by Chris Marso

with other boats and keep the line 
going in an orderly fashion. 

Last, but not least, the local boats 
that tipped or offered me a cup of cof-
fee or an egg burrito always got the 
best service. These guys are up all night 
and have to deal with complete mad-
ness on the weekends; it’s a thankless 
job and so few boats appreciate the 
effort. You want to form a working 

relationship with your bait operators 
because it will pay back in spades.

Tackle Tips
I work for Penn and would like to 

share a story from the Pacific Coast 
Sportfishing Festival earlier this 
year. In 2015, we launched the Penn 
Fathom LD two-speed reels. Last year, 
the best-selling model was the 25N 

LD2–suited best for 25- to 30-pound 
line. This year, I remember several 
of the same customers upgrading 
to our Penn 40N LD two-speed reel 
(40-65-pound reel) because, they 
said, they got destroyed when the 
bigger bluefin showed up. That being 
noted, the trend at this year’s festival 
was have at least one two-speed reel 
with 65-pound braid and a 50- or 

SHIMANO 
Trinidad A 
Reels
Starting at
$449.99

Flat Side 
Starting at 
$14.99

Flat Fall 
Starting at $12.99

COUSINS 
Live Bait Conventional Rods –Starting at

$274.99

SEAGUAR Fluoro Premier 
Fluorocarbon Leader Starting at

 
$10.99

OLUKAI Nohea Moku Shoe
Priced at

 
$94.99

SHIMANO 
Butterfl y Jigs

YUMMEE Fly’n Fish 
Bluefi n Rigged
Rigged with Mustad 7691S 8/0 
Single Hook and Treble Hook Rig
Starting at

 $27.99

419 OLD NEWPORT BLVD. NEWPORT BEACH, CA 92663
(877) 254-3183  •  (949) 642-6662

Mon-Fri 10am–6pm, Sat 10am–5pm
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SEAWORTHY.

380 Flying Bridge 

Length......................40 -9” 

Beam ........................13 8” 

Draft..............................44”

Fuel Capacity ......580 Gal.

Fresh Water ........100 gal. 

Holding Tank..........50 gal. 

Flush Cockpit ....120 sq-ft 

(2) Master State Rooms 

Engines: 
Twin 550 hp Cummins 

Other models available: 
26 ft and 30 Ft

NEW SKIPJACK - Added Safety, Reliability and durability
with CARBON FIBER Construction available.

Look no further - Trust Skipjack, a boat built with integrity and
passion. Tested by time, Skipjack Boats offer unsurpassed
strong hull structure coupled with top notch fit and finish from
stem to stern. Home-like sleeping, cooking, and bathroom facili-
ties make Skipjack your Perfect Boat for everything from long
range weekend outings with family or friends to high perfor-
mance angling and commercial fishing. These agile and stable
sport fishing boats, powered by big turbo charged diesel
engines. Offering plenty of outside space Skipjacks are equipped
with the latest fishing gear and electronic technology designed to
stand up to the most stubborn catch you would want to reel in.
All Boats are sold “Factory Direct”Call or stop by the factory to
make your best deal. 

Call (888) 947-8337 

SKIPJACK
8770 Caliente Rd., Hesperia CA 93444

Visit www.SKIPJACK-BOATS.com 
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60-pound fluorocarbon leader for 
bluefin over 100 pounds. 

Your arsenal needs what it needs. 
This upgrade was good insurance, 
matching this reel on a six-and-a-half 
foot H rod for an outfit that will at 
least give you a fighting chance at the 
bigger models.

Your next outfit should be a 40- to 
50-pound jigging outfit for Flat Falls, 
Tady 9’s and Salas 6x Jr’s. Go with a 
two-speed reel with 50-pound braid 
and a 50-yard top shot of monofila-
ment. The monofilament top shot 
allows some stretch during the battle–
especially when the tuna is straight 
up and down from the rail. 

Some anglers go with just a five- or 
six-foot section of fluorocarbon to 
the jig, but I have found the top shot 
prevents fewer pulled hooks or bro-
ken lines. I am now fishing a Penn 
Fathom 30 two-speed with 50-pound 
Pro Spec Braid on a Penn Carnage II 
3080 seven-foot rod, but there are 

many options to choose from all the 
manufacturers. (Just make sure you 
have the two-speed for tuna fishing.)

A 30-pound live bait outfit is good 
for fishing sardines and you should 
consider a two-speed reel for tuna. 
For fishing the anchovy, bring at least 
one “stealth rig,” which consists of a 
small star drag reel (better free spool) 
filled with 20-pound braid with a 
four-foot section of 15- or 20-pound 
fluorocarbon leader. This outfit really 
makes a difference when the tuna 
have felt lots of boat pressure and/or 
as required for fishing live anchovies. 
It’s a must-have option for school-
sized bluefin that are notorious for 
being line shy. What makes this work 
so well is the thin diameter braid that 
allows an anchovy to swim naturally.

Finally, if you like tossing the plug 
or surface iron, consider a nine- to 
10-foot rod with a size 25N or 30 
star drag reel with 30- or 40-pound 
monofilament. You can also cast the 

50-pound braid, but the backlashes 
can be world class. This spring, even 
though the bluefin are feeding on 
small fry, anglers who can approach 
a spot of feeding bluefin and place a 
Tady 45 or Salas 7x light on the edge 
of the school have connected with 
bluefin up to 80 pounds. 

As far as rods go, one of the best 
iron sticks I have seen lately is the 
new Cousins 9-foot, 6-inch jig rod 
that Charlie Albright designed. It’s 
got just the right amount of back-
bone and a softer tip to load and 
launch a surface iron.

Private Boat Approach
Most private boats do not have 

the gear necessary to anchor up on 
the outer banks in 30 to 60 fathoms. 
When the fish are on the 60-Mile 
Bank, 43 fathom spot or Osborne 
Bank, you typically see the sport and 
charter boats anchored up on the 
bank with the private fleet making 

Nate Shill aboard the 
Mistress with an early 

season bluefin tuna caught 
on the outer banks. Nate 
scored this bluefin using 

the “stealth” rig–light braid 
to 20-pound fluorocarbon 

leader and small hook.  
Photo by Mike Coon
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2004 48’ Custom Cavileer “Angel & The Badman” 
Offered at $599,000

2000 61’ Knight & Carver “Knight’s Tail”
West Coast Yachtfisher - Offered at $849,900

2016 28’ Regulator Center Console
$188,895 MSRP Plus Options

2005 40’ Cabo Yachts Express “Nautahorse” 
Offered at $385,000 - Located in San Diego

2007 48’ Cabo Yachts Flybridge “Ginny Mae” 
Offered at 699,000 - Located in San Diego

2007 68’ Hatteras “Hammertime”
Offered at $1,799,000 - C32A Cats - Tournament Ready

2007 50’ Mikelson Flybridge
Offered at $624,900 - Located in SD

2008 74’ Ocean Alexander “Coconut”
Offered at $2,349,000 - LLC Owned

info@kusleryachts.com
1 (866) 607-5471

kusleryachts.com

1551 Shelter Island Dr.
Kona Kai Marina
San Diego, CA

1 (866) 607-5471  •  kusleryachts.com  •  info@kusleryachts.com
New Kona Kai Office Location!

IN 

STOCK
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long drifts on the edges of the fleet. 
If you have the gear to anchor up 
on the banks, make sure you have a 
“trip” device because several banks 
(especially the Osborne Bank) eat an-
chors like no other. 

The best words of advice are to 
locate an area at least 200 to 300 
yards parallel to the fleet for a drift. 
One thing that will cause trouble is 
to set up outside the fleet and drift 
through them. Tuna are not station-

into the water column with live baits 
on the surface well out away from 
the boat. Way out is 75 to 100 yards 
plus–and use the lightest pound test 
fluorocarbon you can get away with 
but still manage a bite. Whether you 
are fishing a “J” or circle hook, on the 
bite simply put the reel in gear and 
wind up slack until the line is peeling 
off the drag. With so much line in the 
water the rod action or setting of the 
hook does not make a difference.

As for hooking a sardine, many guys 
like nose-hooked baits on the long 
soak. I also did very well hooking the 
bait just in front of the dorsal so you 
are “walking” the bait like a dog. When 
fishing anchovies, try collar hooking 
the bait for a natural presentation.

Another tip is to keep your eye 
on the sounder. Whenever you are 
marking fish, drop a Flat Fall, Tady 
or Salas down to that depth. Once in 
the zone, take 10 or 20 quick cranks 
of the reel and then drop back down 
in free-spool. Most of your bites will 
come on the sink.

ary game fish; they are constantly 
swimming on the edges of the bank 
looking for food. You will have plen-
ty of shots at these fish by drifting 
on the outside of the fleet. The boats 
anchored up are on the prime lanes 
of game-fish migration, but when 
on a private boat you have fewer an-
glers to produce for and can do just 
fine on the long soak (drift). 

The key to the long soak is a steady 
stream of sardine chunks or anchovy 
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After making a long drift off the 
bank and out into deeper water, if 
you are not marking or hooking fish, 
go back to your most productive 
starting point and repeat. Use the 
MOB (man over button) to mark bites 
and drift lines that produced.

Kite and Balloons
Kites have changed the game of local 

tuna fishing. Purchase a kite (for ex-
ample, an AFTCO or Boston Big Game) 
and learn how to use them. Swimming 
a sardine, squid or mackerel on the 
surface allows anglers to fish heavier 
leader and tackle to coax boat-shy 
tuna. It’s a game changer on the big 
bluefin and the only way to go when 
the school-sized fish are boat shy. 

While it seems like an expensive 
investment, all you really need is a kite 
outfit, which can be a Senator 6/0 filled 
with 50-pound braid with a three-foot 
kite rod, an AFTCO roller troller or 
Gold Finger release clip—plus the kite. 
Each manufacturer has detailed in-
structions on how to fish the kite; the 
option is there even for novice anglers.

End Game
When tuna fishing, realize that the 

smaller class fish have two loins on 
each side of the backbone. When it’s 
time to use the gaff, take your time and 
go for a head shot. Have the angler 
guide the fish up alongside the boat 
where you come over the head and 
pull back and up into the head area. If 
you rush the gaff job and hit the sides 
or loins, all that meat is wasted. 

Next, I take a knife and cut a gill-
raker to help the fish bleed out. We 
use a trash can to bleed the fish, and 
then place each tuna in an insulated 
fish bag with block ice. Block ice 
lasts longer and helps cool the body 
temperature down quickly—a key to 
avoiding spoilage.       PcS

Licensed and Insured  •  Established 2016

Servicing Huntington Harbor and Newport Harbor

Marine Vessel
Hull-cleaning
Visual Inspection
Anode Installation
Prop Foul Removal
Salvage & Recovery

Outdrive 
Maintenance
Propeller Polishing
Dock Float Scraping
Photographic Records

(714) 625-2492
jbdiveco@yahoo.com
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A conversation with Andrew Corriea, Fisherman’s Landing 
manager, offered good news a few weeks ago. Andrew said 
sportfishing relations with Mexican fisheries were stable, 
and he expected both fishing and bait supplies to remain 
much as they were last season. He noted the first bluefin, a 
45 pounder, was caught off Colonett aboard Pacific Queen at 
the end of February.

A Pure Grand Slam
Lori Carnahan, known by her pen name “Fish Story Lori,” 

contacted me recently about her deceased dad, Bud Einstoss. 
Digging out some photos and info for Lori, I found strong 
memories from 1997 that may reflect on the fishing situation 
this summer, following a lingering El Niño. 

Sportboat Roundup

“We’re a little light for our next four-day trip,” Bill 
Poole said to me. “Would you like to go?”

I was packed and ready at the dock with 27 other 
anglers when the Excel took us aboard. The next 
morning we woke to find dawn albacore biting. We 
had several stops for longfin that day, taking 66 fish on 

story by BILL ROECKER

The last boats fishing 1,000 miles south 
come home this month; the end of another 
big tuna season. From now until October, 

fishing will stay close to the coast during 
hurricane season. Local boats and multi-day 
boats will carry anglers to closer fishing grounds, 
where things look pretty good.

Tuna May Be Big, Early

The last big tuna trips 
of the season arrive in 
June. The next trips to 
Clarion and Hurricane 
Bank resume in another 
three months. 

Photos by Bill Roecker, FishingVideos.com

Pat Cavanaugh brings 
a gorgeous albacore 
aboard for master angler 
Bud Einstoss, now 
deceased, back in 1997.
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during our best stop.
That afternoon a troll stop for a 

bigeye turned to albacore and bluefin. 
I hooked a 40-pound bluefin on the 
20-pound outfit I was fishing for albies. 
After decking that fish, I switched to 
40-pound line and hooked a fish that 
fought well over 10 minutes. When it 
came to gaff, deckhand Mark “Razor” 
Gillette brought up a 30-pound 
albacore. I was amazed it pulled so hard.

“Why do some albacore make one 
little run and then let you pull them 
up to the boat like a bass, and others 
make you think they’re really bluefin?” 
I asked skipper Pat Cavanaugh.

“Maybe they’re affected by warm 
water, or by the bait they’re eating. 
Maybe they get too full to fight hard, 
sometimes,” he surmised.

“This is all I can handle,” one angler 
said to me as I was taping him in the 
second half-hour of his battle with a 
bluefin. “If they get any tougher than 
this, I don’t want to pull on them.”

A well-known little secret about 
getting bit: When the boat slides to a 
stop and you throw that first bait out, 
throw it on 40- or 50-pound line. That 
way Mr. Shortfin won’t tear you up 
right away. When the fish first come 
to chum they’re likely to be hungry, 
rather than wary.

Minutes later, it may get harder to 
get a hookup. That’s the time to drop 
line size. Don’t try to fish bluefin with 
less than 20-pound line, unless you’re 
willing to spend a long time bent over. 
You can light-line for bluefin with 
25- to 30-pound mono or fluoro for 
bluefin of 30 to 70 pounds. Even then, 
you’re going to get beat up unless you 
have a well-balanced outfit, with a reel 
that will cast far (to get bit) and grind 
hard, with an ergonomic handle that 

Bud Einstoss is featured on the 
covers–an albacore on the front 

and a dorado on the back. 

9917 Orr And Day Road  •  Santa Fe Springs, CA 90670
 (562) 864-2911  •  SavonTackle.net

S i CA 90670

PENN TORQUE II SPEED 
• MADE IN USA
• Machined and anodized aluminum  
 body and sideplates
• Lightweight forged aluminum spool  
 with Line Capacity Rings
• Stainless steel main and pinion gears
• Dura-Drag system
• 6 shielded stainless steel ball bearings
• Quiet double-dog anti-reverse

PP
•
•

9917 O A d D R

PENN INTERNATIONAL 
• 100% Stainless Steel Gear Train
• Quick Shift 2 speed system
• Dura Drag system
• Push-to-Turn preset knob
• Ratcheted drag lever
• Shielded stainless steel ball bearings
• Titanium handle on the 70VS/80VSW 
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gives you both purpose and power.
Our Excel trip produced a catch of 

187 albies and 151 bluefin. You could 
see a tuna on the line a hundred feet 
down through the clean blue water at 
120 miles. A significant event was the 
taking of the first grand slam (albacore, 
bluefin, yellowfin, bigeye and skipjack 
tuna, along with a dorado), by Bud 
Einstoss of Fountain Valley. I hadn’t 
seen that for 10 years. 

Fishing patiently and straight-
backed during a fight, Bud was the 
best angler on the boat, no doubt. He 

made the cover of my video Grand 
Slam. Now, the memory of Bud’s quiet, 
gentlemanly presence in the galley, 
his willingness to share knowledge 
and his ability to get a bite when no 
one else could remain with me.

Whenever you’re fishing tuna that 
are less than frenzied, get the best-
swimming bait you can find out as 
far from the boat as possible. If you 
cast without snarling, the bait can 
swim right away. That’s important. 
Before you can pick a line snarl apart, 
your sardine or anchovy may be too 

pooped to swim fast, and 
that’s what brings a bite. 

Hell Uncorked 
(10 Years Ago)

We approached Guada-
lupe Island’s Pilot Rock. 
Skipper Shawn Steward 
passed the spot earlier 
because two pangas with 
three men each were 
parked there; probably 
urchin or abalone fisher-
men, diving where white 
sharks were known to at-

tack seals and people. 
Tuna cavorted around, and a few big 

yellowtail splashed in the wide chum 
circle we left coming in. I tried a sar-
dine on 30-pound line with a fluoro-
carbon leader. The bait swam strongly, 
and 40 yards out, an impressive tuna 
took it. The fish ripped off my 100-
yard topshot and half my Spectra 
backing and headed for the deep. I 
slowly stopped it by pushing the lever 
drag past the strike detent. I worked 
the tuna back toward the boat over 
the next 15 minutes until the fish was 
100 feet away and the line broke.

“I should have backed the drag off 
again,” I muttered.

Then hell came uncorked, as the 
biggest rock fall I’ve ever seen took 
place maybe 300 yards away. A loud 
crack and a huge rock up near the top 
of the island, departed from the cliffs 
and bounced, bounding hundreds of 
feet down to the beach, where the 
panga anglers had been.

The rock fall rumbled into a grinding 
roar as it dislodged other rocks, and 
they brought more, until boulders, 
rocks, stones and dirt poured like a 

A tremendous rock fall 
ends the bite at Pilot Rock, 
coming down hundreds of 

feet from the loose volcanic 
ridge top.

450 slips with full hook ups
Swimming pool w/ Jacuzzi
Clubhouse w/ kitchen
Fitness center
Free wireless internet
24 hour launch ramp

Year Lease Discounts Available. Call or Visit Website for Details

Golden beaches, bike trails 
Back Bay Bistro restaurant
Sailboat, kayak, pedal boat rentals
Convenience store
Clubhouse w/ kitchen
Fitness center

Marina Features Resort Features

101 N. Bayside Dr.
Newport Beach, CA 92660  

(949) 729-1100

A Marina...

...And So Much More

www.NewportDunesMarina.com
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waterfall down the vertical face onto the beach and into the water. The noise 
was tremendous. The curtain of dust looked like something only a large bomb 
could raise, spreading, rising, pushed back up the cliff face by the wind. This 
did not seem to encourage the bite.

Five Years Ago: First Albacore
American Angler’s Sport Chalet eight-day trip with charter master Brad 

LeMoine returned to Pt. Loma Sportfishing June 6, 2011. There were 22 anglers 
aboard, including Luke and Ryan Burson of Laguna Niguel. Dad and son got 
the first albacore and bluefin tuna of the new season 230 miles south of San 
Diego, an area that often provides the first tuna.

Luke got his 16-pound albie on a small Sumo bullet head trolling jig in 
purple and black. Ryan said his 25-pound bluefin bit a sardine on 25-pound 
line. There were two albacore and 10 bluefin caught. One of the bluefin 

weighed 32.9 pounds. 
Fishing this month sets the table for 

what’s to come. Let’s hope for another 
season like the last one.

Bill Roecker owns FishingVideos.com, 
where he posts daily reports from the long-
range fleet and other sources, and Oceanic 
Productions, which published his book At 
the Rail: Long Range Fishing. The book, 
Bill’s Sportfishing Calendar and his 
Standup Fishing DVDs are for sale on his 
website and in most Southern California 
fishing stores.      PcS

A youngster watches 
deckhand Mark Gillette 
(now a skipper) gaff that 
never-to-be-forgotten 
first tuna. 

The fastest boat and most dedicated crew, backed by
the oldest, most experienced long range sportfishing
operation, make the Red Rooster III the boat to
book for all your long range sportfishing adventures.
Staffed with a crew of long range professionals, the
Red Rooster III gives you long range sportfishing 
at its very best. Any question? Book a trip and see for
yourself.  The Red Rooster III is simply the best,
and once you fish the Rooster, you’ll never want 
to go with anyone else.

Departs       Returns        Days    Price       Passenger/Sponsor

For Reservations and Our Full Trip Schedule

Or On... www.RedRooster3.com
2801 Emerson Street • San Diego, CA 92106

Red Rooster 111

SPRING 2016
THU. JUNE 16 FRI. JUNE 24 8  $2550 29/SEEKER RODS-OPEN    
FRI. JUNE 24 SAT. JULY 2 8 $2550 29/MAHONEY & MCVEY “TUNA & TAILS”
SAT. JULY 2 SUN. JULY 10 8 2750 28/JORGE NICIFORE MEMORIAL  “BEEFER XVII”

SUMMER 2016
SUN. JULY 10 THU. JULY 14 4 $1600  30/PHENIX RODS
MON. JULY 18  FRI. JULY 22  4  $1600  30/CHARKBAIT.COM
FRI. JULY 22  WED. JULY 27 5  $1995  30/BLUEFINJIM.INFO
WED. JULY 27 MON. AUG. 1  5  $1995  30/BEKENDAM CHARTER
SAT. AUG. 6 THU. AUG. 11 5 $1995  30/WESTCOASTANGLER.COM
SUN. AUG. 14 SUN. AUG. 21 7 $2750 30/CHUCK BARNETT/IZORLINE

FALL 2016
THU. SEPT. 1 TUE. SEPT. 6 5 $1995 29/CHARKBAIT.COM
FRI.SEPT. 23 THU. SEPT. 29 6 $2100 29/CALSTAR RODS
TUE. SEPT. 6 SUN. SEPT. 11 5 $1995 29/SOCAL TUNA CLUB-OPEN
FRI. SEPT. 23 THU. SEPT. 29 6 $2100 29/CALSTAR RODS
SUN. OCT. 16 SUN. OCT. 30 14 $4525 23/WINTER WANDERLUST/
MON. OCT. 31 TUE. NOV. 8 8 $2750 29/ CHARKBAIT.COM
TUE. NOV. 8 WED. NOV. 23 15/12 $4850 26/ACCURATE FISHING /4 SPOTS 
FRI. NOV. 25 SUN. DEC.11 16/13 $5150 23/ MARK MOFFAT CHARTER LTD. 
MON. DEC.12 THU. DEC. 22 10 $3200 29/IZORLINE/CALSTAR/ACCURATEMON. 
M0N.DEC. 26 SAT. DEC. 31 5 $1350 30/NEW YEARS SPECIAL

WINTER 2017
WED. JAN. 4 THU. JAN. 19 15 $4850 23/--LOFTUS/MARTIN
FRI. FEB. 10 SUN. FEB. 26 16/13 $5150 23/IZORLINE*/LARRY BROWN
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(714) 442-0644 - USA Direct
Cabo San Lucas, BCS

Yacht Charters ~ Yacht Saleshh hhhh hhhhhhhhh ll

 Fish with the Winners 

Dealer ofDDDDeeaalleer of

New to 
Our Fleet

 Buy from the Pros

2010 36’ 
CABO Express

2015 33' 

Mag Bay 
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PCS' ANNUAL FLEET INFORMATION LISTINGS

STORY AND PHOTOS BY JIM NIEMIEC, SR. EDITOR

Meet the  
EL NIÑO WATER CONDITIONS 

ALONG OUR COAST BODE WELL 
FOR ANOTHER AWESOME SEASON
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 2016 Fleet
Jim Odlum with a Alijos Rocks Wahoo aboard the Intrepid.
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S
ea temps remained in the 
low to mid-60s throughout 
the winter months. As warm-
er waters prevailed, they 

brought about another early season 
for bluefin tuna and even a yellow-
fin was caught on the Outer Limits 
in early April. All the while, along 
the coast and at off shore islands, 
yellowtail were stacked up. Unfor-
tunately, most likely due to a lack 
of squid, there wasn’t much in the 
way of white seabass action, which 
would top off what could be yet 
another record setting season for 
deluxe sportfishers, six pack charter 
boats and private yachts.

Tackle-busting bluefin showed 
up in early March and produced 
consistent fishing on the 60-Mile 
Bank and 9-Mile Bank off San Di-
ego, down off Baja Norte, while the 
Coronado Islands, La Jolla kelps 
and on down to Cabo Colonet of-
fered up excellent action for a good 
grade of yellowtail. There were oth-
er schools of the bigger class of blue-
fin fished between the coast and San 
Clemente Island with ideal water 
conditions expected to hold these 
pelagics around through at least the 
mid-summer months.

Californians couldn’t have asked 
for a better fishing season than a 
year ago. The bite continued into 
the late fall of 2015, offering up con-
sistent yellowtail action all along the 
coast. In addition there were big bo-
nito and bluefin tuna as close as 20 
miles off Point Loma with excellent 
weather. Conditions changed a little 
with the approach of winter, but 
calmer seas and not much in the 
way of strong northwesterly winds 
seemed to keep the fishery alive.

Passing off live bait at sea.

Tony Gonzales is happy about landing this big yellowfin tuna gaffed by Matt Stober on a 2.5 day trip aboard the Pacific Star.
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Huge floating mats of red tuna crabs 
held pelagics in waters around Catalina 
Island and again showed up in large 
numbers around Balboa Island in New-
port Bay for a few weeks. It was thought 
that these crabs were in a warm current 
coming up from the south that some-
how ended up in this bay. 

White seabass fishing was slow at 
best during what are traditionally ex-
cellent months. The almost total lack 
of squid, both at the islands or along 
the beach, most likely contributed to 
the down cycle for the croaker, at least 
during prime months. There were, 
however, balls of squid to the north.

Checking in with Don Ashley, 
owner of Pierpoint Landing Sport-
fishing in Long Beach, he had the 
following to report:

“We are still in an El Niño cycle 
along the entire West Coast, which 
produced fantastic fishing for pelag-
ics all last season long with excep-
tional angling for exotics. For the 
record book the number of wahoo 
and blue marlin caught this far up 
the coast was unique and likely won’t 

again be repeated this summer. I look 
for there to be good fishing for yel-
lowfin tuna, yellowtail, dorado and 
bluefin tuna. Already there have been 
some good catches of the bigger class 
of tuna caught by private boats fish-
ing local and Mexican waters.” 

He went on to add, “Warm water 
has seen the disappearance of squid all 
along the coast and this shut off our 
good fishery for white seabass. I don’t 

see much in the way of a strong sea-
bass fishing season ahead.”

Pacific Coast Sportfishing spent time 
at landings to talk to sportboat own-
er/operators to get their take for this 
coming season and what anglers can 
expect. Also, there was an opportu-
nity to meet captains at the Fred Hall 
Tackle & Boat and PSC Festival & 
Boat shows, and all were very opti-
mistic about this season and seemed 
to be amazed at how good fishing 

Passing off live bait at sea.

Pacific Dawn •  (619) 269-2186 
 – With Captains Pat Cavanaugh and Dustin Selk –
Pacificdawn.com • pat@pacificdawn.com

Pacific Dawn  

The Pacific Dawn is a 60‘x19’ custom sportfisher, providing passengers with 
both private charters and open party trips, from 1 - 3 days, for groups of 
12-24 passengers.

The Pacific Dawn operates out of two different harbors on the 
Southern California Coast; San Diego’s Fishermans Landing and 
Ventura’s Ventura Sportfishing.

 In July through October the Pacific Dawn runs out of Fishermans Landing 
in San Diego. Most of these trips target warm water, off-shore species such as 
yellowfin tuna, bluefin tuna, albacore, yellowtail and dorado. In the fall, winter 
and spring (Nov. - June) when the Pacific Dawn runs out of Ventura sportfish-
ing, it is fishing the beautiful Channel Islands; Santa Rosa, San Miguel, San 
Nicholas and Santa Barbara Islands. Our “bread and butter” catch this time 

of year is the amazing bottom fishing where great quality rockfish and lingcod are 
available throughout most of the year. Often times we will turn our focus on white 
seabass and halibut, to add to our great bottom fishing. While possible year round, 
white seabass and halibut are often seasonal, the best time being May - July.

THINGS YOU CAN ALWAYS EXPECT WHEN FISHING ON THE PACIFIC DAWN.
~Very knowledgable, experienced and professional crew.~120 scoop bait system
~Your catch will be handled and process with the utmost care, and stored at just
   about freezing in our 4 ton RSW fish hold.
~Our very clean and air conditioned bunkroom sleeps 24. It is uniquely designed
and is commonly referred to as the nicest and most comfortable in its class!
~A clean and spacious galley serving a full menu with excellent food
~Our bridge is fully equipped will modern navigation and fish finding equipment.



Pa
ci

fic
 C

oa
st

 S
po

rt
fis

hi
ng

’s 
Gu

id
e 

to
 S

po
rt

bo
at

s 
M

E
E

T
 T

H
E

 F
L

E
E

T

54 I  PCSportfishing.com  I  Like Us On Facebook  I  JUNE 2016

was all year long due to ongoing 
warm water conditions and favor-
able weather patterns.

On the long range scene, PCS 
caught up with Frank LoPreste, own-
er of the deluxe long range sportboat 
Royal Polaris and LoPreste Sportfish-
ing. “We are coming off an excep-
tional year of fishing all along the 
Pacific coast,” he noted. “I am not 
at all surprised that the bluefin tuna 
showed up again, but they appear to 
be ahead of schedule. Looking down 
off Baja Sur the water temp is a few 
degrees higher than nor-
mal, especially for those 
prime waters fished along 
the Ridge, over to Alijos 
Rocks and clear on out to 
Hurricane Bank. There is 
also plenty of fin bait and 
red tuna crabs on the fish-
ing grounds.”

LoPreste went on to 
add, “I would hope the 
yellowfin tuna show up 
in big schools and I know 
anglers would be happy 
to see a return of wahoo 
to local waters. In all my 
years of fishing this ocean, 
last year offered up the 
most unbelievable fish-
ing ever! You know water 
temps are not all that out 
of line and there is even a 
possibility that we might 
see albacore show up off 
the coast.”

When asked about the 
availability of live bait 
for the long-range fleet, 
LoPreste said, “We have 
not had a problem in get-
ting live bait for the long 
range sport boat fleet in 
over 15 years and I see no problem 
for this coming season.” 

PCS spent time with Captain Buzz 
Brizendine, owner/operator of the 
sportfisher Prowler running out of 
Fisherman’s Landing. Buzz is the Cal-
ifornia At Large delegate to the Pa-
cific Fisheries Management Council. 

“Yellowtail and bluefin,” said Bri-
zendine, “stayed around into early 

winter in U.S. waters and down off 
Northern Baja, around Cabo Colonet 
where yellowtail offered up some ex-
cellent yo-yo style fishing along with 
lots of bottom dwellers. Some yachts 
coming up from the cape caught yel-
lowfin tuna off Baja and this is a strong 
indicator of what could develop dur-
ing the early summer fishing season.” 

He added, “Water temps were in the 
low 60s and there was plenty of fin 
bait and red tuna crabs on high spots 
off shore. While most of the bluefin 
caught were in the 18- to 25-pound 

class, there were good numbers posted 
on bluefin weighing up to 75 pounds. 
It is the opinion of most captains that 
the school class tuna were in the 1 to 
2 year age class, while those bigger 
tuna were adult fish.”

Brizendine also says that the SAC 
spotter plane will be up in the air 
again flying over fishing grounds 
to keep the San Diego based fleet in 

close proximity to migrating schools 
of tuna off shore. 

“We might again see a change in the 
kind of fin bait that will be available 
this coming summer,” he said. “Right 
now there is a good mix of both adult 
sardines and lots of anchovies along 
the beach. Anglers could be looking 
at a year of fishing mixed size live 
bait, and with tackle manufactures 
like Daiwa, Shimano, Avet, Penn, Ac-
curate and Okuma producing some 
awesome small conventional reels, an-
glers should be able to handle any fish 

hooked. Daiwa, Shi-
mano, Accurate and 
Penn have on tackle 
dealer shelves and 
through mail order 
companies excellent 
lightweight saltwater 
spinning reels with 
great drags and strong 
gears that are easy to 
cast and thus will al-
low novice anglers to 
catch more fish using 
a smaller class of live 
bait.”

Last season there 
was talk about clos-
ing down the com-
mercial sardine seiner 
fleet along this part 
of the West Coast. 
When asked about 
our sardine fishery, 
Brizendine said, “If 
there is a commercial 
closure on sardines 
it will not affect the 
catch of sardines for 
recreational fishing, 
as that quota has al-
ready been set aside 
and it’s more than 

last year. It appears that sardines are 
in good status and this could carry 
on into next season as well. It kind 
of all depends on the bio-mass of sar-
dines in these waters.”

Another popular sportboat running 
one- to 2.5-day trips out to the fishing 
grounds is the Pacific Star with Capt. 
Mike Bullard as owner/captain operat-
ing out of Seaforth Sportfishing. He is 

Charter master 
Jimmy Liu with 
a Santa Barbara 
Island yellowtail 
caught aboard the 
Pacific Star.
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very optimistic about the summer fishing season and 
prospects for excellent fishing for tuna, yellowtail, do-
rado and—if conditions continue to offer up high wa-
ter temps and a good northerly fish holding currents—
anglers could see wahoo caught again this summer. 

“We had awesome yellowfin tuna, dorado and yel-
lowtail fishing last summer with floating kelps, pud-
dlers and sonar marks producing an excellent mix of 
pelagics and some fine catches of that bigger grade of 
bluefin tuna,” Bullard said. “Being able to stay on the 
fishing grounds for at least two potential sundowners 
made our passengers very happy, along with waking 
up to a gray bite on some of those bigger class 40- to 
50-pound bluefin that stayed with a boat overnight. I 
think we can see a repeat of that kind of fishing and 
maybe even better if bait is available.” 

Pacific Coast Sportfishing caught up with Dale High-
tower, representative for Seaguar Fluorocarbon leader 
material and other high end terminal tackle. He men-
tioned a unique knot that is specially designed to tie 
fluorocarbon leader material directly to braided line. It 
is a simple knot to tie in a hurry and its strength is as 
good as any of the traditional knots that have been used 
for years. (It has been named the John Collins/RP knot.)

PCS has also updated information for this sea-
son and is offering anglers a quick reference when 
deciding which sportboat to take out to the fishing 
grounds. Included in these listings are options avail-

 Lingcod for 
charter master 
David Tang 
aboard the 
Intrepid.

Sea Star Sportfishing 
Direct reservation line (760) 966-0111   •   www.SeaStarSportfishing.info

See Over  
45 of Our

Videos on...

Specializing In Coastal 3/4 Day Private Charters.

Like Us on 
Facebook ...

Sea Star

Serving Fishermen For Over 34 Years!
Oceanside Harbor California

The Sea Star
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able for multi-day trips, 2.5-day trips, 1.5-day trips, 
overnight, one-day, three-quarter-day, half-day, twi-
light and charter trips.

The sportfishing fleet operating out of Southland 
landings is one of the most sophisticated in the world, 
tapping the fish-filled waters of Southern California, is-
lands off Baja Norte as well as yellowfin tuna, dorado 
and wahoo grounds of Baja Sur and beyond.

Anglers have many options when it comes to spend-
ing time out on the ocean. San Diego’s fleet of deluxe 
long-range sportfishers specializes in heading down to 
the Baja Sur waters, where giant yellowfin tuna, do-
rado and wahoo are targeted off Mag Bay and Hurri-
cane Bank. Others run shorter trips to Alijos Rocks, the 
Ridge and the islands of Guadalupe, Benitos and Ce-
dros. These trips most often produce wide open fishing 
on pelagics, home guard yellowtail, halibut and white 
seabass that mix very well with super-size calico bass 
and tackle-busting grouper. 

Mexican fishing permits, and on some trips, visas are 
mandatory for all anglers on sportboats heading down 
to fish Mexican waters, and they can be purchased at 
the landing before departure. Many long-range boats in-
clude the cost of a Mexican fishing permit and visa in 
the price of the trip. Thankfully, Mexico has re-opened 
its waters to the take of bluefin tuna (with a daily limit 
of two fish), and they are also allowing a few long range 

Young Sam 
Langley 
with a 
Prowler 
yellowtail.

We provide a friendly atmosphere with a clean 
boat and crew. Offering limited load full-day open-
party and private charters, giving our passengers 
the variety the Channel Islands have to offer. 

Our full galley seats twelve comfortably, and 
there are men’s and women’s bathrooms for 
you convenience. 

On deck the bait tanks hold 60 scoops of bait, which 
gives us plenty of bait for a full day of fishing, and 
there is plenty of tackle storage. We have all the latest 
fish finding equipment including a Furuno side scan-
ning sonar and digital fish finder.

From white seabass, calico bass, and halibut, to red 
snapper, sheephead and lingcod, let the Aloha Spirit 
be your next choice for full day fishing.

Aloha Spirit  
(805) 844-5566  •  Channel Islands Sportfishing Center • Oxnard, CA  93035

alohaspiritsportfishing.com

FAST, CLEAN, COMFORTABLE

We run out of Channel Islands Sportfishing Center 
in Channel Islands Harbor, (805) 382-1612

Our Website is www.alohaspiritsportfishing.com 
Our business phone is (805) 844-5566

Aloha Spirit Channel Islands
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sportfishers to fish the prime waters of Isla Guadalupe again. 
Hopefully there will be no change in the rules governing the 
fishing of Mexican waters this season.

The bulk of off shore fishing trips are overnight or multi-
day trips which typically put anglers on the fishing grounds 
at daylight with many extended day trips allowing fisher-
men an opportunity to fish a wide open sundowner bite. 
Time can be a factor when planning a fishing trip to a local 
hot spot, kelp bed or artificial reef so landings run boats 
out on a daily schedule. There are early morning and mid-
afternoon half-day trips to climb aboard, three-quarter day 
trips can put anglers at the islands, or head up and down 
the coast where fish are currently biting at nearby kelps or 
over reefs, and twi-light trips allow fishermen to get on a 
coastal hot spot after spending a full day at work.

The long-range fleet consists of deluxe mega-sportfishers 
designed to spend multiple days on the prolific fishing 
grounds off Baja California in absolute comfort. The major-
ity of these boats are at least 90 feet in length with a couple 
exceeding 115 feet, combined with wide beams for com-
fort while making three- to 20-day trips. Boats in the 60- to 
85-foot length are ideally suited for shorter multi-day, ex-
tended day, overnight trips and charters. Sportfishers that 
measure less than 60 feet traditionally carry fewer anglers, 
are faster and provide many options for charter masters. 

Our listings also include the kind of berthing available. 
Long-range boats provide air conditioned staterooms 

The author with 
a nice yellowfin 
tuna aboard the 
Pacific Star.

H&M Landing  •  (619) 222-1144
For the anglers convenience we offer our summer schedule for easy online booking at www.hmlanding.com/legend

                                                  The “Fishing Machine” Legend

H&M landing is a sport fishing landing with a committed 
relationship to Mexico. The 75’x25’ “Fishing Machine” Legend 
owner operated and USCG certified Sport Fishing Vessel that 
smoothly navigates quickly through the water with her beautiful 
lines and 25 foot broad beam and 42” walk space around the cabin 
with a large full service galley with plenty of seating including 
Satellite Tv with comforts of home, four heads, 50 roomy bunks and 
all the most up to date electronics and safety equipment. 

Come enjoy the beauty of the ocean with us fishing down our 
beautiful Southern California Coast into the close exotic waters 
of Baja offshore on overnight 1-Day to 3 Day trips for blue fin 
tuna, yellow fin tuna, albacore Dorado and much more. Whether 
you’re a first timer seeking a new hobby or an experienced angler 
seasoned from year to year our knowledgeable experienced crew 
of the Legend will provide you with top notch quality service for 
those young and old alike. 

Fishing San Diego to Baja running multi-day open party trips out of H&M Landing in San Diego  

TRIP LENGTH ...........DEPARTURE DATE& TIME RETURN DATE & TIME ................... PASSENGERS ...INCLUDES ....PRICE  
2 day ............................Fri 6/17 ................. 8pm .......... Sun 6/19 .......................6pm ................30 ........................Meals ..............$425  
2.5 Day ........................Thurs 6/23 ............ 8pm .......... Sun 6/26 .......................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$550  
1 Day ...........................Thurs 6/30 ............ 8pm .......... Fri 7/1 ...........................6pm ................30 ........................Permit .............$275  
2.5 Day ........................Fri 7/1 ................... 8pm .......... Mon 7/4 .......................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$595  
2 Day ...........................Tues 7/5 ............... 8pm .......... Thurs 7/7 ......................6pm ................30 ........................Meals ..............$545  
2.5 Day ........................Thurs 7/7 .............. 8pm .......... Sun 7/10 .......................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$595  
1 Day ...........................Sun 7/10 .............. 8pm .......... Mon 7/11 .....................6pm ................30 ........................Permit .............$240  
2.5 Day ........................Mon 7/11 ............. 8pm .......... Thurs 7/14 ....................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$595  
2.5 Day ........................Thurs 7/14 ............ 8pm .......... Sun 7/17 .......................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$635  
1.5 Day ........................Sun 7/17 .............. 8pm .......... Tues 7/19 ......................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$365  
1.5 Day ........................Tues 7/19 ............. 8pm .......... Thurs 7/21 ....................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$365  
2.5 Day ........................Thurs 7/21 ............ 8pm .......... Sun 7/24 .......................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$635  
2 Day ...........................Sun 7/24 .............. 8pm .......... Tues 7/26 ......................6pm ................30 ........................Meals ..............$525  
1 Day ...........................Tues 7/26 ............. 8pm .......... Wed 7/27 .....................6pm ................30 ........................Permit .............$240  
1.5 Day ........................Wed 7/27 ............. 8pm .......... Fri 7/29 .........................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$365  
2 Day ...........................Fri 7/29 ................. 8pm .......... Sun 7/31 .......................6pm ................30 ........................Meals ..............$575  
1.5 Day ........................Sun 7/31 .............. 8pm .......... Tues 8/2 ........................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$375  
1 Day ...........................Thur 8/4 ............... 8pm .......... Fri 8/5 ...........................6pm ................30 ........................Permit .............$240  
1.5 Day ........................Tues 8/9 ............... 8pm .......... Thurs 8/11 ....................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$375  
1 Day ...........................Thurs 8/11 ............ 8pm .......... Fri 8/12 .........................6pm ................30 ........................Permit .............$240  
1.5 Day ........................Sun 8/14 .............. 8pm .......... Tues 8/16 ......................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$375  
2.5 Day ........................Tues 8/16 ............. 8pm .......... Fri 8/19 .........................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$595  
3 Day ...........................Fri 8/19 ................. 12pm ........ Mon 8/22 .....................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$700  
1.5 Day ........................Mon 8/22 ............. 8pm .......... Wed 8/24 .....................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$375  
2 Day ...........................Wed 8/24 ............. 8pm .......... Fri 8/26 .........................6pm ................30 ........................Meals ..............$545  
1.5 Day ........................Sat 8/27 ............... 8pm .......... Mon 8/29 .....................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$385  
2.5 Day ........................Mon 8/29 ............. 8pm .......... Thurs 9/1 ......................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$615  
1 Day ...........................Thurs 9/1 .............. 8pm .......... Fri 9/2 ...........................6pm ................30 ........................Permit .............$240  
2.5 Day ........................Fri 9/2 ................... 8pm .......... Mon 9/5 .......................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$645  
2.5 Day ........................Tues 9/6 ............... 8pm .......... Fri 9/9 ...........................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$595  
3 Day ...........................Fri 9/9 ................... 12pm ........ Mon 9/12 .....................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$710  
1.5 Day ........................Mon 9/12 ............. 8pm .......... Wed 9/14 .....................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$375  
2 Day ...........................Wed 9/14 ............. 8pm .......... Fri 9/16 .........................6pm ................30 ........................Meals ..............$540  
2.5 Day ........................Fri 9/16 ................. 8pm .......... Mon 9/19 .....................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$625  
1.5 Day ........................Mon 9/19 ............. 8pm .......... Wed 9/21 .....................6am ................32 ........................Meals ..............$375  
2 Day ...........................Wed 9/21 ............. 8pm .......... Fri 9/23 .........................6pm ................30 ........................Meals ..............$540  
2.5 Day ........................Fri 9/23 ................. 8pm .......... Mon 9/26 .....................6am ................30 ........................Meals ..............$625  
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ble include Mexican Coast (MC), and 
other destinations. Rockcod Specials 
(RC), also known as Freezer Specials, 
are available as an option to off shore 
trips during the early spring and win-
ter months.

Terminal tackle and accessories 
should be kept to a minimum. A selec-
tion of circle and “J” live bait hooks, 
a handful of sinkers, a few hot jigs 

for passengers, some sportfishers 
are designed with a combination of 
staterooms and bunks to provide op-
tional berthing, while just about ev-
ery overnight boat offers a variety of 
open bunks. Many of the popular all-
day, half-day, three-quarter day and 
twi-light boats don’t have bunks, as 
they tend not to schedule departure 
times that call for having to sleep 

while enjoying a Southern California 
fishing trip. 

This season’s listings also include a 
breakdown on the different types of 
trips offered. Inshore (IN) trips are pop-
ular for early season runs and shorter 
half-day, three-quarter day and twi-
light trips during the summer fishing 
season. If you are planning to fish off 
shore islands, book a boat that fishes 

Capt. Mike Bullard and a 
colorful sheepshead.

there regularly and knows the 
hot fishing spots. Your choices 
include: Catalina (CA), San 
Clemente (CL), the Coronados 
(CO), inner Channel Islands 
(CI) or outer Channel Islands 
(OI). Boats that fish offshore 
(OS) waters on overnight and 
mini-long range trips target 
pelagics and other exotics that 
show up early in the summer 
and can traditionally stick 
around until late October, but 
this year was an exception of-
fering yellowtail and bluefin 
tuna almost all year long. 

Other trips listed in our ta-

Seasons Sportfishing  •  (714) 206-6146 
 www.seasonssportfishing.com   

Seasons Sportfishing
Over the past 9 years, SEASONS SPORTFISHNG has grown to become one of San Diego 

and Southern California’s most reputable and top producing 4-pack charter operations. 
With three beautiful, fully-rigged Parker  boats (34’ - 3420 and 25’ - 2520) pilot houses 
as well as our new addition to the fleet in 2016 our Parker (2300 23’) center console.

Owner and operator Captain Jamie Thinnes has decades on the water experience in 
the fish-rich waters of SoCal and Northern 
Baja. Seasons Sportfishing specializes in 
hunting big fish both inshore and offshore, 
targeting coastal tanker White Seabass, Yel-
lowtail and Halibut in the spring, offshore 

pelagic species (Tuna, Dorado, Yellowtail and Marlin) in the Summer/Fall and Lingcod/Rock-
cod in Mexican waters throughout the Winter. 

Seasons Sportfishing offers trip durations from 1/2 day, up to 2-day trips, as well as cus-
tomizable trips to suit your specific needs. All trips with Seasons Sportfishing include bait, 
top-of-the-line Shimano gear, professionally rigged tackle, ice, Mexican fishing permits, 
visa’s and fish cleaning services. Also included in the trip is the vast knowledge of our won-
derful fishery, that we are very happy to share with you.

Our 3 fully rigged Parker’s give not only the best fishing platform around, but have proven 
themselves over the last 9 years to be fish catching machines. On our 3420 we fish a max 
of 5 anglers, 2520 we fish a max of 4 anglers & on our 2300 we fish a max of 3 anglers..

So if you’re looking to land a fish of a lifetime, in style, with one of the most productive 
and professional operations in the industry, look no further than Seasons Sportfishing! 
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and a must is a couple of spools of 
fluorocarbon leader material in 20- to 
40-pound test. Don’t hesitate to pack 
your favorite feather or cedar plug, 
a pair of sharp dikes is important, a 
comfortable rod butt holder, don’t 
forget a good pair of deck boots, off 
shore fishing apparel, polarized sun-
glasses and sun block available at all 
tackle stores and landings.

Over the past few years there have 
been some awesome improvements in 
tackle fished on sportboats for all spe-
cies of game fish. Smaller reels with 
great drag systems, stronger but light-
er rods, extremely sharp circle hooks 
and all kinds of braided line have be-
come very popular for fighting “cow” 
class yellowfin tuna, 100-pound blue-
fin tuna and wahoo. The small reels 
and matching rods are rigged to be 
fished with braided (similar to fresh-
water bass and inshore outfits) but 
with all the muscle to handle big 
tuna. Both the new AVET 3-speed and 
Accurate spin reel with strong drags 
were popular at tackle shows. 

In late May a lucky 
angler aboard the 
Thunderbird takes the 
first morning bluefin. 
Even Goofy was excited! 

Continuing to make radical de-
sign advances in these powerful little 
reels would include manufacturers 
like: Daiwa, Shimano, Avet, Accurate, 
Penn and Okuma. Also available at 
most tackle shops are new Butterfly, 
Orca and Leaf jigs, a whole bunch of 
productive swimbaits and a wide va-
riety of popper and deep running Ra-

pala and Yo-Zuri hard baits. One new 
leadhead lure to add to your saltwater 
arsenal for tuna and yellowtail is the 
red tuna crab imitation that gets bit 
on the sink or yo-yoed on the retrieve.

All landings have quality rental 
tackle available for trips and just 
about every sport boat in the fleet of-
fers boat trolling gear and will have 

Long time Southern California residents 
fondly remember the old Pierpoint Land-
ing. Many anglers' first fishing memories 
took place on the sportboats out of the 
original Pierpoint Landing. The new Pier-
point Landing was opened in 1998 by Don 
Ashley and Curt & Veronica Wegener. Lo-
cated in the beautiful Pike/Rainbow Har-
bor development next to the Aquarium of 
the Pacific, Pierpoint is less than a min-
ute off the 710 freeway. The current day 
Pierpoint Landing is Long Beach's premier 
fishing landing. Pierpoint Landing is the 

closest to the fishing grounds and gives you more quality angling time. We have a thor-
oughly stocked tackle shop with 1st class rental gear available. Pierpoint Landing is host 
to some of Southern California's most prestigious fishing and dive boats and all of our 
boats have full galley (food) service on board. Our boat schedule offers 1/2 Day, 3/4 Day, 
Sundown, Overnight, Limited Load and Multi-Day fishing trips. We specialize in private 
charters up to 88 passengers and whale watching up to 149.

     Whether you want to fish locally for bass, barracuda & halibut, angle the islands for 
yellowtail and white seabass or patty hop for tuna, Pierpoint Landing has the trip for you. 

Pierpoint Landing
200 Aquarium Way  •  Long Beach  •  CA 90802 • (562) 983-9300  • www.Pierpoint.net

Pierpoint Landing
Long Beach’s Premier Fishing Land
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available a couple of “hand off” live bait rods. The daily rental fee 
for a typical off shore day trip is less than $25 and San Diego land-
ings can completely outfit an angler going on a long-range trip. 

It’s always nice, of course, to have your own tackle on board and 
this editor’s choice would be a matched Daiwa Saltiga Mdl. 30 lever 
drag, paired with a Saltiga seven-foot medium action boat rod, reel 
spooled with 55-pound Samurai braided line, mated to 10-20 yards 
of 40-pound Seaguar fluorocarbon leader as a top shot. This combo 
fishes well for all pelagics in this part of the eastern Pacific. 

As light action backup tackle for an offshore summer/fall trip, I 
would include a matched 20- or 25-pound live bait outfit for fishing 
the smaller grade of pelagics and small live baits. Owner, Gamak-
atsu, Mustad and Lazer TroKar offer a wide selection of very sharp 
“J” and circle style hooks designed specifically for off-shore fishing.

Keeping up with down-sizing and innovations in saltwater reels 
are local manufacturers of high-end rods designed to handle braided 
line, cast well and put a hurt on big tuna and other game fish. While 
Seeker and Calstar have been around for decades, Cousins Tackle 
has taken a lead in producing an outstanding selection of high qual-
ity fishing rods for the West Coast angler and beyond. Daiwa and 
Shimano have also added new lightweight rods to match their state-
of-the-art smaller class of conventional reels.

There are still many anglers who have not converted over to fish-
ing braided line. Some saltwater anglers will spool up with fluorocar-
bon, while others tend to stick with traditional monofilament lines 
produced by Berkley Big Game, Izorline, SoftSteel, High-Seas, Ande, 
Maxima and P-Line.

Scott Taylor 
with a nice 
forkie caught 
on the iron, 
aboard the 
Thunderbird. 

Fisherman’s Landing has several 
boats available for open party 

professionalism and skill of their 

Fisherman’s Landing •  (619) 221-8500 
2838 Garrison St. • San Diego, CA 92106

www.fishermanslanding.com

and more - we have the boats to accommodate 

Fisherman’s Landing
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Coast Guard regulations are announced just after a boat 
pulls away from the dock, followed by a short stop as the 
crew carefully hand loads cured sardines or anchovies from 
bait receivers. Meetings in the galley will be called to talk 
about tackle tips and to ensure that everyone is settled in 
their bunks as the sportfishers depart a harbor. 

At the end of the trip, after the catch has been filleted 
(some limitations apply) and it’s time to settle your tab in 
the galley, don’t be hesitant about tipping the crew for a job 
well done. These guys work hard, putting in long hours so 
that you can enjoy the rewards of a very rewarding saltwa-
ter fishing experience.

Brandon Hayward’s latest journal The Bight is already 
this season’s top seller and don’t over look Bill Roecker’s 
DVDs from FishingVideos.com to learn all about fishing 
on sportboats. 

Open water yellowtail for 
Bill Waddle on the Options.

In May 2012 Aaron Barnhill and Bryan Winn took over the helm 
of Shogun as her new captains and what a great season we had! 
We welcomed familiar faces and many new ones onboard and were 
welcomed with rave reviews upon return to the dock. 2014 prom-
ises to be another successful season and the Shogun’s entire crew 
are looking forward to welcoming you onboard.

The SHOGUN is 92 feet in length and features an exceptionally 
wide 30-foot beam, affording passengers a huge deck area that 
serves as a much more stable fishing platform. We guarantee the fin-

est service in the fleet, and our chefs will delight you with exquisite 
cuisine and will accommodate any dietary requirements and special 
requests that you may have. Call and talk to one of our friendly of-
fice staff, who will assist you in planning your long-range adventure.

Let’s go fishing!

Shogun Sportfishing
2838 Garrison St  •  San Diego, CA, 92106 

T: (619) 226-8030  •  F: (619) 226-8092
www.shogunsportfishin g.com   •   questions@shogunsportfishing.com

3 to 15 Day Trips–Amenities: 13 Staterooms • 5 Heads and 4 Showers 
• Galley with TV/DVD • RSW to Hold Fsh in Perfect Condition
• New Caterpillar Engines that Give the Shogun more Speed!

Shogun Sportfishing

Sauerfish Charters

Sauerfish Charters 
Captain Eric Sauerwein 

(619) 600-2121
www.sauerfishcharters.com

6 Pack Charter
Enjoy your day fishing on an uncrowded 42’ 

Sportfisher, with 360 degree walk around fishing.

The Sauerfish features:
• Large Bait Capacity

• Sleeping for 6
• A Comfortable Salon

• A Full Galley
We Offer 1/2 to 3 Day Fully

Customizable Private Charters. 

uerfish Charter

6 P k Ch t
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TRIP TYPES
CA = Catalina Island
CI = Inner Channel Islands
CL = San Clemente Island
CO = Coronado Islands
FD = fly-down and/or fly-back
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Fisherman’s Landing–Shelter Island, 2838 Garrison Street, San Diego, CA 92106
619-221-8500 • FishermansLanding.com

Bluefin ..................................Tony Nino, Bob Aronson .................... 50 x 17 ...............14 ............. 14b ..............NA .............3/4: 1.5: OS, CO ................619-221-8500
Condor ..................................Scott Meisel ....................................... 90 x 26 ...............30-45 ........ 35b ..............45 ..............1-3: CO, OS, MC ...............619-221-8500
Dolfin ....................................Jason Coz .......................................... 85 x 26 ...............75 ............. NA ...............25 ..............1/2 Day .............................619-221-8500
Excel......................................Justin Fleck, Mike Ramirez ................. 124 x 32 .............24-32 ........ 32sr ..............32 ..............3-16: OS, MC, FD ..............619-223-7493; ExcelSportfishing.com
Fortune..................................Bruce Smith ....................................... 65 x 22 ...............24 ............. 26b ..............NA .............Charter ..............................619-972-9161
Islander (summer) .................John Conniff ...................................... 85 x 24 ...............18-35 ........ 30sr ..............35 ..............1-6: CO, OS, MC ...............619-224 -4388; IslanderSportfishing.com
Liberty ...................................Taro Takenuphi................................... 85 x 23 ...............Open ......... 42b ..............NA .............3/4: CO .............................619-221-8500
Maximus (summer) ...............Keith Denette ..................................... 60 x 18 ...............14 ............. 16b ..............16 ..............3/4-3 Day: OS, CO.............619-221-8500
Pacific Dawn (summer) .........Pat Cavanaugh .................................. 60 x 19 ...............14-20 ........ 24b ..............15 ..............1-2.5: CO, OS ....................619-269-2186; PacificDawn.com
Pacific Queen ........................Drew Card ......................................... 85 x 22 ...............24-35 ........ 10sr, 30b ......14 ..............1-5: CO, OS, MC ...............619-221-8500
Pacific Quest .........................Greg Obymako .................................. 57 x 17 ...............12 ............. 12b ..............NA .............Charter ..............................760-212-0397
Pegasus .................................Joe Chait, Jason Rombotis ................. 65 x 22 ...............22-24 ........ 22b ..............18 ..............1-4: CO, OS .......................619-221-8500
Polaris Supreme ....................Tom Rothery, Drew Henderson .......... 90 x 25 ...............24 ............. 24sr ..............24 ..............3-20: OS, MC, FD ..............619-390-7890; PolarisSupreme.com
Prowler .................................Buzz Brizendine ................................. 65 x 22 ...............30-40 ........ 40b ..............24 ..............1-2: CO, OS .......................619-523-8962; SportfisherProwler.com
Royal Polaris ..........................Frank LoPreste, Roy Rose, J. Yamate .. 113 x 29 .............18-35 ........ 35sr ..............30 ..............1.5-22: OS, MC, FD ...........619-226-8030; RoyalPolaris.com

OTHER
sr = stateroom
b = open bunks
Blue = advertiser

MEET THE FLEET ABBREVIATIONS
IN = inshore/local
MC = Mexican coast
OI = Outer Channel Islands
OS = offshore/outer islands
RC = rock cod special Overnight

                                                  LONG BEACH SPORTFISHING

Long Beach Sportfishing Berth 55  •  (562) 432-8993
555 PICO AVENUE • LONG BEACH, CALIFORNIA 90805 • www.longbeachsportfishing.net

BERTH 55 – 
    PORT OF LONG BEACH

AHRA-AHNELDORADO

BLACK PEARL

COMMANDER

CHUBASCO III

TERN

With our fleet of high quality sport fishing 
boats, long beach sportfishing offers a 
series of great open party fishing trips.

THE LIMITED LOAD LANDING
ELDORADO

Overnight Freelance and Outer 
Banks Trips; 1 1/2 and Multi  Day

AHRA-AHN 
Full Day Catalina

BLACK PEARL
 ¾ Day Freelance; Twilight; 

and Multi Day

COMMANDER
Overnight and Multi Day

Each boat offers a spacious fishing areas, 
full galley, great sleeping quarters, and 

much more!
Private charters available on the above 

boats and a full range of boats: 
CHUBASCO III,  TERN

For a great fishing experience and trip 
availability, book online at 

www.Longbeachsportfishing.net 

  LLL
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Royal Star ..............................Tim Ekstrom, RandyToussaint,
                                           & Brian Simms ...................................... 92 x 25 ...............24 ............. 24sr ..............18 ..............1.5-16: OS, MC,   FD .........619-224-4764; RoyalStarSportfishing.com
Searcher  ...............................Art Taylor, Aaron Remy ....................... 95 x 25 ...............20-29 ........ 29sr ..............NA .............1.5-10: OS, MC .................619-226-2403; SearcherSportfishing.com
Shogun .................................Aaron Barnhill ................................... 90 x 30 ...............22-30 ........ 32sr ..............32 ..............1.5-16: OS, MC,  FD ..........619-226-8030; ShogunSportfishing.com

Point Loma Sportfishing–Shelter Island, 1403 Scott Street, San Diego, CA 92106
619-223-1627 • PointLomaSportfishing.com 

American Angler ...................Brian Kiyohara, Sam Patella, Ray Lopez ..........................90 x 26 ..... 18-28 ...........32sr ...........NA ....................................1.5-18:OS, MC, FD.............619-223-5414; Ameri-
canAnglerSportfishing.com
Daily Double .........................Fred Huber, Carl Mondt ..................... 65 x 20 ...............70 ............. NA ...............NA .............1/2-3/4:IN, CO ..................619-223-1627; SanDiego-Sportfishing.com
Dominator .............................Frank & Anthony D’Anna, Randy Dalo ...........................62 x 20 ..... 28 ................28 ..............15 .....................................1-2: CO, OS 619-223-1627; 
Dominator.976Tuna.com
El Capitan .............................Alan Fay ............................................. 65 x 18 ...............18 ............. 20b ..............14 ..............3/4-2.5: CO, OS, ................858-278-9813; CalSportfishing.com
Grande ..................................James McDaniels, Jimmy Merrill ........ 88 x 24 ...............24-40 ........ 40b ..............NA .............1-3: CO, OS, MC, RC .........619-233-1627; GrandeSportfishing.com
Independence .......................Mark Pisano, Paul Strasser, Jeff DeBuys ..........................112 x 32 ... 25-32 ...........32sr ...........32 .....................................1 1/2-16: OS, MC 619-226-6006; IndependenceS-
portfishing.com
Intrepid .................................Kevin Osborne, Bill Cavanaugh .......... 116 x 27 .............26 ............. 13sr ..............26 ..............3-15: OS, MC, CO .............877-686-7827; Fishintrepid.com
Mission Belle .........................Steve Peterson ................................... 65 x 20 ...............45 ............. NA ...............30 ..............1/2-3/4: IN, CO, MC ..........619-223-1627
New Lo-An ...........................Markus Medak .................................. 65 x 24 ...............36-42 ........ 42b ..............14 ..............1-2: CO, OS .......................619-223-1627; NewLo-An.com
Point Loma  ...........................Ron Baker, Tony Sotelo ...................... 58 x 18 ...............30 ............. NA ...............NA .............3/4: IN, CO ........................619-223-1627; SanDiego-Sportfishing.com
Success .................................Cary Dodson ...................................... 58 x 17 ...............12 ............. 12b ..............12 ..............1 1/2-2:CO, MC, OS ..........619-223-1627; SuccessSportfising.com
Vagabond .............................Mike Lackey ....................................... 80 x 24 ...............16-25 ........ 25sr ..............NA .............1 -10: OS, MC ...................800-482-4226; VagabondSportfishing.com

H & M Landing–Shelter Island, 2803 Emerson Street, San Diego, CA 92106
619-222-1144 • HMLanding.com

Alicia .....................................Chuck Taft .......................................... 46 x 15 ...............20 ............. 9b ................5 ................1/2-1: IN, CO, OS, MC .......760-753-8394; SeaAdventureSportfishing.com
Blue Horizon .........................Jim Sharp ........................................... 55 x 16 ...............14-35 ........ 14b ..............15 ..............1/2-2: IN, CO, CL, OS ........619-222-1144

Welcome aboard the Royal Polaris, considered to be the finest long-
range Sportfishing vessel in the world. From summer Albacore, to Yellow-
tail and Wahoo, to giant Yellowfin Tuna, our catch record is unmatched.

 The crew and owners of the Royal Polaris especially welcome 
those individuals making their first long-range trip. When you fish the 
Royal Polaris, you benefit from every advantage with our unmatched 
service, speed of vessel (which maximizes fishing time), and the add-
ed comfort enjoyed aboard the finest riding sportfisher in San Diego’s 
long-range fleet.

Our first priority on the Royal Polaris is to make your trip a memorable 
and happy experience. We guarantee the Owners Frank LoPreste and Roy 
Rose, along with our Crew-Members guarantee the finest service in the 
fleet and offer unmatched expertise in all aspects of long-range fishing. 
This outstanding crew is well known for leading the industry in its in-
novative fishing methods, and is always happy to share that knowledge 
at the rail and each evening, before dinner, when we recap the events of 
the day and discuss the next day’s fishing plans.

Royal Polaris
For reservations and more information

(619) 226-8030 / questions@royalpolaris.com / www.royalpolaris.com

Welcome aboard the finest long-range Sportfishing vessel in the world!
Length: 113 ft • Beam: 29ft • FEATURES:18 staterooms (4 w/ private head) • A/C • Free Wi-Fi • Galley with TV/DVD 

• Satellite Phone • RSW to hold fish in perfect condition

Royal Polaris
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Chief  ....................................Chris Randel ...................................... 90 x 24 ...............28-56 ........ 53sr ..............28 ..............1-7: OS, CO, MC ...............619-994-1934, ChiefSportsfishing.com
Constitution (summer) ..........Frank Ursitti ....................................... 80 x 21 ...............20 ............. 20b ..............20 ..............1-5: OS, CO .......................951-660-4130; ConstitutionCharters.com
Daiwa Pacific ........................Ken Baruch ........................................ 60 x 18 ...............24-40 ........ 24b ..............8 ................1/2-2: IN, CO, OS, RC ........619-222-1144
First String(summer) ..............Bradley Phillips .................................. 93 x 25 ...............21-55 ........ 12sr, 54b ......45 ..............2-6: CO, OS, MC ...............949-677-8424; FirstStringFishing.com
Fisherman III .........................JD McGriff.......................................... 65 x 20 ...............61 ............. NA ...............20 ..............1/2, TW: IN ........................619-222-1144
Horizon  ................................Spencer Salmon ................................. 80 x 25 ...............35 ............. 8sr, 32b ........30 ..............1-5; CI, OI ......................... 858-277-7823; HorizonCharters.com
Invicta ...................................Richard Allen ..................................... 70 x 22 ...............20 ............. 26b ..............20 ..............1-5, OI, CI .........................619-800-2285
Jig Strike  ...............................Chuck Taft .......................................... 56 x 18 ...............40 ............. 28b ..............12 ..............1/2-3: IN, CO, OS, MC, RC .760-753-8394; SeaAdventureSportfishing.com
Legend ..................................Chuck Taft .......................................... 75 x 24 ...............13-45 ........ 36b ..............30 ..............1-5: IN, OS,MC,CO,CL .......760-753-8394
Malihini .................................Mike Schmidt, Bill Wilkerson .............. 80 x 20 ...............59 ............. NA ...............16 ..............3/4: IN, CO ........................619-222-1144
Ocean Odyssey .....................Rick Scott, Dina Grivetto .................... 85 x 25 ...............27-40 ........ 39b ..............30 ..............1-2: CO, OS .......................858-277-7823; OceanOdysseyFishing.com
Old Glory ...............................Clay Williams ..................................... 85 x 24 ...............35-41 ........ 44b ..............40 ..............1-2: CO, OS .......................951-660-4130
Premier .................................Tim Green .......................................... 81 x 25 ...............90 ............. NA ...............36 ..............1/2-3/4: IN, CO .................858-573-0591, 619-222-1144
Producer ...............................Frank Brenha ..................................... 65 x 22 ...............28-32 ........ 49b ..............24 ..............1: CO, OS ..........................619-222-1144
Ranger 85 .............................Frank Ursitti, Dustin Tench ................. 85 x 22 ...............28-40 ........ 40b ..............25 ..............1-2 1/2: CO, OS.................619-997-9993; Ranger85.com
Relentless ..............................Mike Franchak ................................... 62 x 20 ...............22 ............. 24b ..............NA .............Charter ..............................619-818-5644
Red Rooster III ......................Andy Cates, Tom Ferrari ..................... 105 x 27 .............18-30 ........ 30sr ..............30 ..............3-18: OS, FD......................619-224-3857; RedRooster3.com
Sea Adventure 80 .................Scott McDaniels ................................. 80 x 25 ...............32 ............. 21 ................NA .............1-4: OS ..............................619-221-8500
Sea Adventure 2  ..................Chuck Taft .......................................... 65 x 20 ...............40 ............. 40b ..............24 ..............1-2: CO, OS .......................619-222-1144
Spirit of Adventure ................Mike Keating ..................................... 88 x 25 ...............30 ............. 26sr ..............30 ..............3-11: OS, MC ....................619-222-1144
Top Gun 80 ...........................Bob Taft, Scott Hart ............................ 80 x 22 ...............25 ............. 25sr ..............25 ..............1-5: CO, OS, MC, RC .........619-222-1144, TopGun80.com
Vendetta ...............................Ray Summer ...................................... 45 x 14 ...............12 ............. 7b ................NA .............1/2-3/4: IN, CO .................619-222-1144

Seaforth Sportfishing–Mission Bay, 1717 Quivira Road, San Diego, CA 92109
 619-224-3383 • Seaforth.com

Apollo ...................................Jodie Morgan .................................... 65 x 22 ...............18-25 ........ 14sr, 16b ......24 ..............1-6: CO,OS,MC .................858-220-1593, Apollocharters.com
Aztec .....................................Greg Gawitt ....................................... 65 x 22 ...............28 ............. 28b ..............24 ..............1-2: OS, MC, CO ...............619-224-3383
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Channel Islands SportFishing Cen-
ter in Oxnard, California has served 
the sportfishing community for over 
50 years. Our convenient Channel 
Islands Harbor location provides fast 
and easy access to some of the most 
productive fishing grounds along the 
California coast and Northern Chan-
nel Islands. Additional conveniences 
such as our own live bait operation, 

free parking, and fully stocked tackle shop 
make Channel Islands Sportfishing Center the 
top choice in California fishing charters.

At Channel Islands SportFishing, we uphold 
solid service values that recollect an era when 
customer satisfaction was a top priority. That’s 
why we have assembled a fleet of vessels that 
will meet a wide range of needs, from the im-
promptu fishing trip with the gang, to corpo-
rate fishing excursions.

Daily runs include half day trips, three-quar-

ter day runs and full day trips. We have out-
standing overnight and multiday trip boats 
with full galleys and bunks. 

Whether you are 8 or 80, novice or pro, we have 
the perfect vessel for your perfect day at sea. 

Channel Islands Sportfishing

Channel Islands Sportfishing
Call us today for more information on booking reservations for private or open party charters. 

Like and Follow us - CISportfishing
4151 Victoria Ave. Oxnard, CA 93035 • (805) 382-1612 • www.CISCOS.com
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Commander (summer) ..........Mark Gillette ..................................... 65 x 22 ...............NA ............ 24b ..............NA .............1/2-2: CO, OS ....................619-971-5941
Cortez ...................................Jim Hughes ........................................ 60 x 20 ...............23-49 ........ 23b ..............24 ..............1-2: IN, CO, CL, OS ............619-224-3383
Eclipse ...................................Mark Gillette, Chris Switzer ............... 65 x 23 ...............30 ............. 30b ..............30 ..............1-2: CO, MC, OS ...............619-224-3383
Endeavor ...............................David Ikeda ........................................ 60 x 20 ...............20-31 ........ 31b ..............24 ..............1-2: IN, CO, OS, RC  ..........619-224-3383
New Seaforth ........................R.J. Hudson, Brian Castleton.............. 85 x 24 ...............75 ............. NA ...............50 ..............1/2-3/4:, IN, OS, MC .........619-224-3383
Pride......................................Greg Gawitt ....................................... 50 x 16 ...............18-20 ........ 20b ..............12 ..............1-2: IN, CO, CL,  OS, RC ....619-224-3383
Outer Limits ..........................Paul Fisher ......................................... 65 x 20 ...............23 ............. 24b ..............NA .............1-2: IN, CO, OS ..................858-689-1828; OuterLimit.net
Pacific Star (summer) ............Mike Bullard ...................................... 75 x 23 ...............26-36 ........ 36sr,b ...........24 ..............1-3: CO, CL, OS .................951-302-6383, 619-224-3383
Pacific Voyager ......................Mark Oronoz ..................................... 65 x 20 ...............24-31 ........ 20sr, 4b ........18 ..............1-2: IN, CO, CL, OS ............619-224-3383
San Diego .............................Ryan Bostian...................................... 75 x 23 ...............60 ............. NA ...............NA .............1/2-3/4: IN, CO .................619-224-3383
Sea Watch .............................Kris Karpow ....................................... 65 x 20 ...............45 ............. NA ...............NA .............1/2-3/4: IN, .......................619-224-3383
Tribute ...................................Mike Prichard .................................... 80 x 24 ...............36 ............. 36b ..............25 ..............1-2: IN, CO, CL, OS ............619-224-3383
Voyager .................................Todd Myer ......................................... 55 x 15 ...............20 ............. 20b ..............NA .............1-2: IN, CO, CL, OS ............619-224-3383

Helgren’s Sportfishing–Oceanside Harbor, 315 Harbor Dr. S., Oceanside, CA 92054 
(*Rotates open-party boats) 760-722-2133 • HelgrenSportfishing.com 

Electra ...................................Joey Helgren, Jerry Kohler .................. 75 x 25 ...............35-80 ........ 62b ..............25 ..............1/2-2, TW: IN, CL, OS ........760-722-2133
Oceanside 95 ........................Rick Slavkin ....................................... 95 x 25 ...............22-80 ........ 35sr, b ..........NA .............1/2-6: IN, CL, OS, MC ........760-722-2133
Sea Trek .................................Sean Hartigan .................................... 60 x 18 ...............45 ............. NA ...............NA .............1/2-3/4: IN ........................760-722-2133

Sea Star Sportfishing–Oceanside Harbor–315 Harbor Dr. S., Oceanside, CA 92054 
760-966-0111 • SeaStarSportfishing.info

Sea Star .................................Joe Cacciola ....................................... 60 x 19 ...............40 ............. NA ...............22 ..............1/2, 3/4, TW, more: IN, OS ...760-966-0111   SeaStarSportfishing.info

Dana Wharf Sportfishing–Dana Point Harbor, 34675 Golden Lantern, Dana Point, CA 92629
 (*Rotates open-party boats) 949-496-5794 • DanaWharfSportfishing.com

Clemente ..............................Cory Leiser, Chad Steffen ................... 65 x 23 ...............20-60 ........ NA ...............NA .............1/2-3/4: IN, CA..................949-496-5794
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Davey’s Locker • (949) 673-1434 
Balboa Pavilion, 400 Main St, Newport Beach, CA 92661 • daveyslocker.com

Davey’s Locker

Davey’s Locker is the most popular option for those considering whale watching in southern 
California. Thousands of whales viewed each season and beautiful coastline combines to make 
a world renowned whale watching destination. 

Sportfishing fishing trips are open to individuals, families, and all size groups. Trip lengths 
vary from our popular ½ day (5 hour excursions) and ¾ day (full day excursions) to overnight 
trips and longer. Davey’s Locker provides everything you need to make your trip a great fishing 
experience. Our Captains and crews provide years of fishing experience that is invaluable in 
helping to make each fishing outing relaxing and successful.

Cut this add out and receive $20 Off ANY One of our deep sea sportfishing or whale watching trips!
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Dana Pride ............................Tom White ......................................... 95 x 25 ...............100 ........... NA ...............NA .............1/2-3/4: IN, CA..................949-496-5794
Fury .......................................Rick Doesburg ................................... 65 x 22 ...............42-60 ........ 46b ..............28 ..............3/4-2: IN, CL, CA, OS ........949-496-5794
Helena ..................................Calvin Cooper .................................... 50 x 15 ...............15-35 ........ NA ...............10 ..............1/2-3/4: IN, RC ..................949-496-5794
Reel Fun ................................Chris Tica, Aliyar Hajinabi ................... 58 x 18 ...............44 ............. NA ...............NA .............1/2-3/4: IN ........................949-496-5794
San Mateo ............................Bo Daniel ........................................... 42 x 11 ...............28 ............. NA ...............5 ................1/2-3/4: IN ........................949-496-5794
Sun Fun .................................Brian Wooley, Shane Mansur............. 65 x 23 ...............60 ............. NA ...............23 ..............1/2-3/4: IN, CA..................949-496-5794

Davey’s Locker Sportfishing–Newport Harbor, 400 Main Street, Balboa, CA 92661
949-673-1434 DaveysLocker.com

Freelance ...............................Chris Goble ........................................ 80 x 22 ...............90 ............. NA ...............36 ..............3/4: IN, CA ........................949-673-1434
Thunderbird ..........................Jeff Markland..................................... 65 x 18 ...............32 ............. 36b ..............NA .............Overnight ..........................949-673-1434
Western Pride .......................Dustin Devoe ..................................... 80 x 23 ...............99 ............. NA ...............36 ..............1/2: IN ...............................949-673-1434

Newport Landing Sportfishing–Newport Harbor, 309 Palm Street, Newport Beach, CA 92661
949-675-0550 • NewportLanding.com

Aggressor..............................Brian Oldmen .................................... 65 x 19 ...............24-48 ........ 25b ..............16 ..............1/2-2: IN, CA, CL, OS ........949-675-0550
Nautilus ................................Robbie Ellingboe ............................... 70 x 21 ...............72 ............. NA ...............24 ..............1/2: IN, CA ........................949-675-0550
Patriot ...................................John Fischer ....................................... 72 x 22 ...............76 ............. NA ...............35 ..............3/4: IN, CA, OS ..................949-675-0550

Long Beach Marina Sportfishing–Long Beach Harbor, 180 Marina Drive, Long Beach, CA 90803
562-598-6649 • Pierpoint.net/lbmsf/

City of Long Beach ................Tyler Thomas ...................................... 65 x 25 ...............74 ............. NA ...............NA .............1/2: IN, CA ........................562-598-6649
Enterprise ..............................Andy Siratt, Frank Savino ................... 80 x 25 ...............90 ............. NA ...............NA .............3/4: IN, CA Twilight ...........562-598-6649

Long Beach Sportfishing–Long Beach Harbor, 55 Pico Avenue, Long Beach, CA 90802
562-432-8993 • LongBeachSportfishing.com

Commander (winter) ............Mark Gillette, Josh Walton ................. 65 x 22 ...............NA ............ 24b ..............NA .............1/2-2: CO, OS ..............................................562-432-8993

Eclipse Sportfishing  •  (619) 995-6880 
For Open Party trips book online at: www.EclipseSportfishing.com

Eclipse Sportfishing

The Eclipse boat is the premiere Southern California sportfishing 
platform. Owners/Operators Capt. Mark Gillette and Capt. Chris Switzer 

present to you the finest that San Diego has to offer.
Eclipse offers the finest and upmost professionalism for corporate and family charters. You can also 

experience our services in an open party excursion. The Eclipse experience includes unique culinary designs 
prepared to you by Chef Jason. Large bunks sleep up to 28 with A/C, satellite TV, top quality fish finding 
equipment, and plenty of room on the outer fishing platform. Eclipse is ready to meet and exceed your 
sportfishing expectations.

Book your charter or open party today!
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Eldorado ...............................T.J. Schlick .......................................... 85 x 22 ...............100 ........... 50b ..............20 ..............3/4-1: IN, CA, CL, OS ........714-782-4001, BoatEldorado.com
Ocean Explorer    ( AHRA-AHN) .........Andy Lee ........................................... 65 x 22 ...............49 ............. 29b ..............NA .............1 All Day ...........................562-432-8993

Pierpoint Landing–Long Beach Harbor, 200 Aquarium Road, Long Beach, CA 90802
562-983-9300 • Pierpoint.net

Pacific Quest (spring) ............Greg Obymako .................................. 57 x 17 ...............12 ............. 12b ..............NA .............Charter ..........................................................760-212-0397
Pacific Star (spring) ...............Mike Bullard ...................................... 75 x 23 ...............26-36 ........ 36sr,b ...........24 ..............1-2.5: CO, CL, OS ..............951-302-6383; PacificStarSportfishing.com
Southern Cal .........................Mitch Christensen, Ryan Parker ......... 65 x 18 ...............74 ............. NA ...............15 ..............1/2: IN ...............................562-983-9300
Toronado ..............................Ray Lagmay ....................................... 75 x 24 ...............30 ............. 49b ..............12 ..............1: IN, CA, CL, OS ...............562-983-9300, ToronadoSportfishing.com
Victory ...................................George Xenios, Mike Blue ................. 75 x 24 ...............92 ............. NA ...............25 ..............3/4: IN, CA ........................562-983-9300

22nd Street Sportfishing–L.A. Harbor, 141 W. 22nd Street, San Pedro, CA 90731
310-832-8304 • 22ndStreet.com

Fortune (spring) .....................Bruce Smith ....................................... 65 x 22 ...............24 ............. 26b ..............NA .............Charter .............................................619-972-9161, 310-832-8304
Freedom ................................Jeff Jessop, Mark Pisano, 
                                           John Woodrum ..................................... 85 x 23 ...............35-42 ........ 48b ..............28 ..............1-3: CA, CL, CI, OS ............310-832-8304, FreedomSportfishing.com
Monte Carlo..........................Jeff Jessop, Jacob Moreno, 
                                           John Woodrum ..................................... 75 x 24 ...............80 ............. NA ...............36 ..............1/2: IN ...............................310-832-8304
Native Sun ............................Aaron Graham, San Pedro Bait Co.  .. 76 x 26 ...............90 ............. na .................30 ..............3/4: IN, CA ........................310-832-8304
Outrider ................................John Pittman ..................................... 50 x 16 ...............15 ............. 11b ..............NA .............3/4-2: IN, CA, CL, OS ........310-832-8304
Pursuit ...................................John Woodrum, Gus Gutierez............ 65 x 23 ...............75 ............. 46b ..............30 ..............3/4-1: IN, CA .....................310-832-8304
Tradition ................................Jacob Molla,Tom Duer ....................... 60 x20 ................40 ............. NA ...............NA .............3/4: IN, CA ........................310-832-8304
Truline ...................................Jon Watanabe .................................... 65 x 20 ...............22 ............. 22b ..............20 ..............3/4-2: IN, CA, CL, CI, OS ...310-832-8304, Truline-Sportfishing.com
Ultra ......................................Jeff Jessop, John Woodrum, 
                                           Jacob Moreno ....................................... 50 x 16 ...............NA ............ 10b ..............NA .............1-2: CA, CL, CI, OS ............949-836-8085

Dana Wharf Sportfishing & Whale Watching 
(949) 496-5794 • www.danawharf.com

Daily Adventures • Life-Long Memories! • Established 1971 • Original OC Whale Watch company! 
Stay connected and follow us on Facebook & Twitter!   www.facebook.com/dana.wharf

Dana Wharf Sportfishing
Dana Wharf Sportfishing was started in 1958 by 

Don Hansen, who was running several sportfish-
ing boats off the San Clemente Pier. He moved the 
operation to Dana Point Harbor when it opened in 
1971. Today Dana Wharf sits in the heart of a busy, 
flourishing harbor and continues to be owned and 
operated by the Hansen family.

Dana Wharf has a fleet of Sportfishing boats spe-
cializing in local coastal fishing such as the 9 hour 3/4 
day trips and the very popular schedule of 5 hour 1/2 
day fishing trips.

DWS also has an Overnight and All Day vessel the 
Fury fishing the islands of San Clemente and Catalina. 
Dana Wharf is a favorite destination for private charter 
groups and they are known for their customers service. 

Dana Wharf’s mission is that every child learn how 
to fish so they can grow up to be stewards of the 
ocean. They have pioneered several Kids Fishing trips 
with the most popular being its Sunday Free Kids Fish-
ing Clinic followed by a Kids Free Fishing Trip.

Seasonal Catches include Calico Bass, Sand Bass, 
Barracuda, Bonito, Halibut, Rock Fish, Yellowtail and more. 
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The New Lo-An has long been the favorite one to two 
day open party and charter boat for discerning anglers in 
Southern California. 

The vessel is designed and equipped to be an ideal fish-
ing platform.  At 65’ by 24’, she is the most stable and 
spacious 65 footer in the fleet. The New Lo-An is powered 
by brand new Cummins engines for the season, and has a 
very large bait tank, a refrigerated seawater fish hold, wa-
termaker, showers, hot galley and a full suite of electron-

New Lo-An 
Sportfishing

1403 Scott St.
San Diego, CA 92106

(619) 223-1627
(619) 517-2757

www.newlo-an.com

ics including a Wesmar scanning sonar.
Captain Markus Medak has over 24 

years of experience in the San Diego 
fleet and is known as one of the most 
competitive skippers in the local fleet. 
When you join us on one of our trips, 
you will find a professional, courteous 
and fun atmosphere for everyone from 
beginners to the most seasoned anglers.

Please call: 
Point Loma Sportfishing 

 (619) 223-1627 
for information 

and reservations.

New Lo An - San Diego

Eldorado Sportfishing 

Eldorado Sportfishing
Long Beach - San Diego

eldoradosportfishing.com

424-2-ELDO-85

Nov-June Mid July-Oct 
Berth 55 Point Loma
Long Beach San Diego 

The Eldorado is equipped for Overnight, Island, Freelance 
and Outer Banks Trips; 1.5 and Multi Day Trips. 

At 85’ x 22’, she’s a very comfortable and spacious fishing 
platform with a full galley and plenty of bait capacity.  

For a great experience and trip availability book online at
eldoradosportfishing.com

Options Sportfishing 

Options is a Southern California custom built sportfisher, spe-
cifically designed for West Coast style sportfishing. Options offers 
a full walk around, comfortable and spacious fishing platform for 
all West Coast style fishing. The 50 foot Cruzon was purchased 
with one thing in mind: options for all those chartering it, as in 
giving clients exactly what they want, from fishing to dropping 
them off in Avalon. Of course, all most anglers want is to be ex-
actly where the fish are, and that’s where the options of Options 
really comes in, thanks in part to earlier-than-most departures 
and bigger-than-most fuel capacity. The boat holds 1,100 gallons 
of fuel, giving it incredible range, and you guessed it, options. 
From local day trips to multi-day offshore expeditions, Options 
covers the entire Southern California Bight and excels in all man-
ners of fishing.

Options Sportfishing
Options Crew: Captain Wes Flesch and Jiro Spagnolini
Location: Pierpoint Landing - Long Beach, California

(562) 980-2009
www.optionsfishing.com
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LA. Waterfront Cruises and Sportfishing, 1150 Nagoya Way, San Pedro, CA, 90731
310-547-9916 

First String (spring)..................Bradley Phillips ......................................93 x 25 ................ 54-80 .........49sr, b .......... 453/4-2: IN, CA, CL,CI, OI, OS ..........949-498-6149, FirstStringFishing.com
Gail Force ..............................Ryan Gingler ...................................... 55 x 18 ...............45 ............. NA ...............NA .............3/4: IN, CA ........................310-844-3814, GailForceSportfishing.com
Sport King .............................Bruce Root ......................................... 65 x 20 ...............72 ............. NA ...............12 ..............3/4: IN, CA ........................310-547-9916
Triton .....................................Ryan Gingler, Bryan Olsen ................. 60 x 20 ...............25 ............. 30 ................18 ..............ON: IN, CA, CI ...................310-844-3814, TritonSportfishing.com

Redondo Sportfishing–King Harbor, 233 N. Harbor Drive, Redondo Beach, CA 90277
310-372-2111 • RedondoSportfishing.com

Betty G ..................................Anthony Lee ...................................... 35 x NA ..............10 ............. 6b ................NA3/4-1: IN, CA ..................................310-372-2111
Highliner ...............................Gary Lacroix ....................................... 41 x 14 ...............10 ............. 6b ................NA .............1/2-1: IN, CA .....................310-372-2111
Indian ....................................David “Otter” Yumori ........................ 65 x 20 ...............24-42 ........ 24sr ..............25 ..............3/4-3: IN, CA,CI,CL,OS ......310-372-2111
Redondo Special ...................Erick Hobday ..................................... 65 x 25 ...............65 ............. NA ...............NA .............1/2: IN ...............................310-372-2111

Marina del Rey Sportfishing–Marina del Rey, Dock 52 Fiji Way, Marina del Rey, CA
310-822-3625 • MarinedelReySportfishing.com

Betty O ..................................Michael Reinsch ................................ 64 x 16 ...............65 ............. NA ...............10 ..............3/4: IN, RC ........................310-822-3625
New Del Mar ........................Rick Oefinger, Danny Erickson, John Petrov ....................75 x 25 ..... 90 ................NA .............25 .....................................1/2: IN 310-822-3625
Spitfire ..................................Jeremy Maltz, John Petrov ................. 65 x 22 ...............80 ............. NA ...............20 ..............3/4: IN, CA ........................310-822-3625
Tortuga .................................John Petrov, Steve Strugess ............... 42 x 16 ...............20 ............. NA ...............10 ..............Charter  Only ....................310-822-3625

Hook’s Sportfishing–Channel Islands Harbor, 3600 S. Harbor Blvd. #1150, Oxnard, CA 93035  
805-382-6233 • Info@HooksLanding.net

Coroloma ..............................Steve Earwood .................................. 70 x 20 ...............49 ............. NA ...............25 ..............3/4: IN, CI ..........................805-682-6233
New Hustler ..........................Chris Volaski ...................................... 60 x 25 ...............25 ............. 36 ................16 ..............ON: All Day: CI:IN ..............805-382-6233

BO
AT

 
N

A
M

E

CA
PT

A
IN

(S
)

LE
N

G
TH

 &
BE

A
M

M
A

XI
M

UM
LO

A
D

BE
RT

HS

G
A

LL
EY

 
SE

AT
IN

G

CO
N

TA
CT

 
IN

FO

TR
IP

 
TY

PE
S

rt

Helgren’s • (760) 722-2133 • Fax (760) 433-4804 • Fish Report (760) 722-2433
315 Harbor Dr. So • Oceanside, Ca 92054

This is our 38th year in Oceanside and we are excited for everyone to come meet our new captains 
and crew. We’re looking forward to a fantastic fishing season! Helgren’s offers everything thing you need to 
have a great day on the water from our fleet of  boats- We offer 1/2, 3/4 and Full Day Everyday. As well as 
Twilight, Overnight Trips and Shark Trips. Helgren’s landing offers: Rental Rods, Fish and Game License, Live 
and Frozen Bait, Tackle, Gift Certificates, not to mention 3 acres of Free 72- hour parking. In addition to fishing 
trips come try our Sea Life Adventures and Harbor excursions. 

Located along a scenic stretch of the Southern California coastline between San Diego and Orange County. 
All boats are licensed by the United States Coast Guard and are equipped with up-to-date safety, navigation, 
communication, and fish finding equipment.

 Find us on Facebook at www.helgrenssportfishing.com

Helgren’s Sportfishing - Oceanside
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Dana Wharf Sportfishing
Book Dana Wharf Charters today

Danawharf.com 
 (800) 590-9994

This season charter a 6-pack from 
Dana Wharf Sportfishing.
Experience the difference!

All vessels are owned & operated by USCG licenses captains. 
Crews have been trained by Dana Wharf Sportfishing.  We net-
work with other captains to put you on fish. Our boats & Captains 
make the difference! 3 Sportfishers to Choose from ...
 Boardroom Rampage Hot Shot 
 65’ Hatteras 42’ Hatteras 42’ Uniflight

Dana Wharf Sportfishing
6-Pack Charters 

  Sea Adventure II 

Extras: Meals, Beverages, Permits/License, rod rental. Schedule subject to change 

  H&M
(619) 222-1144

Online Booking at:  
www.hmlanding.com/sea-adventure-ii  

From the Southern California Coast to the exotic waters of Baja 
Mexico the 70’x20’ Sea Adventure II with Capt. Pat Dorety at the helm 
out of H&M Landing in San Diego offers you local and offshore trips 
with an experienced crew. Her large galley seats up to 24 and offers 
the creature comforts of home with two 32” satellite TV’s,  ice maker 
and soda fountain. The boat sleeps 40 passengers in an air conditioned 
bunk room. There are two heads with hot showers. She is a U.S.C.G 
inspected vessel equipped with all of the most up to date safety equip-
ment and electronics. Limited Load 2-Day Open Party Offshore Trips 
Limited to 25 Passengers.
 DEPART  RETURN   PRICE
 Fri. June 17,   8pm Sun.  June  19, 7pm  $480.00
 Fri. June 24, 8pm                  Sun. June  26, 7pm                                  $480.00
 Fri. July 1, 8pm Sun. July  3, 7pm                                     $480.00
 Fri. July 8, 8pm                      Sun. July 10, 7pm  $480.00
 Fri. July 15, 8pm Sun. July 17, 7pm                                    $480.00
 Fri. July 22, 8pm Sun. July 24, 7pm                                    $480.00
 Thur. July 28, 8pm               Sat. July 30, 7pm                                      $480.00
 Fri. Aug. 5, 8pm                    Sun. Aug. 7, 7pm                                     $480.00  
 Fri. Aug. 12, 8pm                  Sun. Aug. 14, 7pm                                   $480.00
 Fri. Aug. 19, 8pm Sun. Aug. 21, 7pm                                   $480.00
 Fri. Aug. 26, 8pm Sun. Aug. 28, 7pm                                   $480.00
 Fri. Sept. 2, 8pm                   Sun. Sept. 4, 7pm                                    $480.00
 Fri. Sept. 9, 8pm Sun. Sept. 11, 7pm                                  $480.00
 Fri. Sept. 16, 8pm                Sun. Sept. 18, 7pm                                   $480.00
 Fri. Sept. 23, 8pm                Sun. Sept. 25, 7pm                                   $480.00  
 Fri. Sept. 30, 8pm                Sun. Oct. 2, 7pm                                       $480.00
 Fri. Oct. 7, 8pm                    Sun. Oct. 9, 7pm                                       $480.00
 Fri. Oct. 14, 8pm                  Sun. Oct. 16, 7pm                               $480.00

Commander Sportfishing 

The Newly christened Commander is the newest addition to the 
Eclipse Sportfishing fleet. She is a 65’ X 22’ screw Ditmar Donald-
son. We offer the best in sportfishing  for your limited and ultra 
limited load trips 3/4 to 2.5 days. Upgraded with two RSW fish 
holds, A/C bunk room and the same standard you expect from the 
Eclipse family of boats. Come fish aboard the Commander and let 
us show you what Southern California sport fishing is all about 
from Long Beach and San Diego.

Commander Sportfishing

For Charters (619) 995-6880 
Commandersportfishing.com

SPRING/FALL 
Long Beach Sportfishing 

555 Pico Ave.
Long Beach, CA 90802

SUMMER/FALL
Seaforth Sportfishing

1717 Quivira Rd, San Diego Ca 92106 
seaforthlanding.com 619-224-3383

Josie Lynn Sportfishing 

Josie Lynn Sportfishing
To book your next salt water adventure 

call Captain Mike 
(619) 277-5392

www.josielynnsportfishing.com

Fish the abundant waters of southern California and north-
ern Baja Mexico aboard the Josie Lynn. This tournament 
rigged 48 foot Pacifica is perfect for both novice and sea-
soned anglers who want both comfort and fishability.
Located at Point Loma Sportfishing in San Diego, the Josie 

Lynn offers six pack charters ranging from 1/2 day to multi-
day trips targeting a wide variety of species. The boat is very 
comfortable for overnight trips with a/c staterooms, private 
heads, dvd/tv and freshly cooked meals from the galley.



Pacific Coast Sportfishing’s Guide to Sportboats M
E

E
T

 T
H

E
 FL

E
E

T

JUNE 2016  I  Download Our New iPhone & iPad App @ the iTunes Newsstand  I  PCSportfishing.com  I  71

BO
AT

 
N

A
M

E

CA
PT

A
IN

(S
)

LE
N

G
TH

 &
BE

A
M

M
A

XI
M

UM
LO

A
D

BE
RT

HS

G
A

LL
EY

 
SE

AT
IN

G

CO
N

TA
CT

 
IN

FO

TR
IP

 
TY

PE
S

Channel Islands Sportfishing Center–Channel Islands Harbor, 4151 S. Victoria Avenue, Oxnard, CA 93035 
805-382-1612 • ChannelIslandsSportfishingCenter.com

Aloha Spirit  ..........................Shawn Stewart .................................. 55 x 18  ..............20  ............ NA ...............20  .............1: IN, CI  ............................805-382-1612
Cobra  ...................................Chris Hanson ..................................... 45 x 12  ..............20  ............ NA ...............10 ..............1/2-3/4: IN, CA, CI  ...........805-382-1612
Constitution (winter)  ............Frank Ursitti  ...................................... 80 x 21 ...............20  ............ 20b ..............20 ..............2 Day: OS, CI  ....................805-382-1612; ConstitutionCharters.com
Erna-B  ..................................Dave Wortham .................................. 51 x 17 ...............20-36 ........  NA ..............NA  ............3/4: IN, CI  .........................805-488-2212
Gentleman  ...........................Donny Rowell .................................... 65 x 22  ..............80  ............ NA ...............15  .............3/4: IN ............................... 805-382-1612
Island Tak  .............................John Suqua ........................................ 45 x 15  ..............15-20  ....... 15b ..............NA  ............3/4-1: IN, CI, OI  ................805-382-1612
Mirage .................................. Joe Villareal ....................................... 63 x 18  ..............24-33  ....... 27b ..............12  .............3/4-2: IN, CI, OI, OS ........... 805-497-8704; MirageSportfishing.com
Pacific Islander  .....................Steve Virtue ....................................... 73 x 19 ...............48  ............ 30b  .............15  .............1/2-1: OS  .........................805-382-1612
Ranger 85 (winter)  ...............Frank Ursitti  ...................................... 85 x 22 ...............40-80  ....... 41b  .............30  .............3/4-2: IN, CI, OI  ................805-382-1612
Seabiscut ..............................Bobby Valney ..................................... 56 x 17  ..............24-40  ....... 40b ..............15  .............3/4-2: IN, CI, OI  ................805-382-1612
Sea Jay  .................................John Fuqua ........................................ 45 x 15  ..............15  ............ 11b ..............NA  ............3/4-1: IN, CI, OS  ...............805-488-2212, SeaJaySportfishing.com
Speed Twin  ...........................Jesse Martinez ................................... 65 x 22  ..............74  ............ NA ...............NA  ............1/2: IN, CI  .........................805-382-1612
 Ventura Sportfishing, 1500 Anchors Way, Ventura, CA 93001

805-676-3474 VenturaSportfishing.com
Amigo ...................................Johnny Enart ...................................... 60 x 19 ...............24-48 ........ 24 ................12 ..............1 - Overnight: CI, OS .........805-676-3474
Island Spirit ...........................Greg Ewart, Jeff Bunde ...................... 68 x 21 ...............60 ............. NA ...............28 ..............3/2: IN, CI ..........................805-676-3474
Pacific Dawn .........................Pat Cavanaugh .................................. 60 x 19 ...............24 ............. 24 ................15 ..............1-Overnight: CI .................805-676-3474
Pacific Eagle ..........................Mike Mings, Sean Fitzy ...................... 55 x 19 ...............33 ............. 20 ................14 ..............1-Overnight: CI .................805-676-3474

Sea Landing–Santa Barbara Harbor, 301 W. Cabrillo Blvd, Santa Barbara, CA 93101
805-963-3564 • StardustSportfishing.com

Coral Sea (summer) ..............Frank Ursitti ....................................... 60 x 18 ...............17-24 ........ 24b ..............18 ..............1-2: OS ..............................805-963-3564; CoralSeaSportfishing.com
Stardust.................................Jason Diamond .................................. 65 x 19 ...............49 ............. NA ...............10 ..............1, 3/4, 12hr, TW: IN, CI ......805-684-4741; StardustSportfishing.com

El Gato Dos
                     at Seaforth Sportfishing

El Gato Dos at Seaforth Sportfishing   
1717 Quivira Road • San Diego, California 92109

ElGatoDos.com

(619) 224-3383

The El Gato Dos is a 36’ Hatteras Express and San Diego’s 
answer to cutting edge saltwater sportfishing. By combining 
one of the most experienced fishing crews in San Diego with 
one of the most well equipped charter boats in the fleet, the El 
Gato Dos provides the premier San Diego fishing experience. 
We offer a wide variety of fishing trips year round: ½ day, ¾ 
day, Coronados Islands, 

Inshore, Offshore, Coronado Islands, 1/2 day 
and 3/4 day Charters - “Since 1997”

Helgren Sportfishing
315 Harbor Dr. S.

Oceanside, Ca. 92054
(760) 722-2133 

www.HelgrenSportfishing.com

Helgren Sportfishing
Oceanside 95

The Oceanside 95 has been fully renovated at 95 foot 
the modern vessel is capable of long-range voyages to all 
the Outer Islands and Mexico, and sleeps 35 persons in its 
bunks and staterooms.

Enjoy our complete modern on-board galley gourmet 
facilities. Groups may select snacks, hot and cold 
sandwiches or beverages from our regular menu. Spe-
cial menus and full bar service is available by request.

Private Overnight Charters
starting at $5000.00.
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 Six-pack sportfishing boats offer 
a more personalized, private fishing 
experience and are a valued option for 
groups of six anglers or less. These fast 
sportfishers range in size from 20 foot-
ers to deluxe 65 footers. Operating out 
of many Southern California harbors 
and landings, a good fishing boat is 
available for almost any kind of fishing 
adventure from half-day local trips, 
both open party and charters, to trips 
that range far off the coast and the 
ultimate off shore multiple-day trips to 
the outer banks, Baja and beyond. 

Pacific Coast Sportfishing fished on 
an overnight 6-pack charter aboard 
the sportfisher Options this past season 
during that epic bluefin tuna bite that 
took place between Dana Point and the 
east end of San Clemente Island. This 
6-pack is designed to fish well with its 
18-foot beam and comfortable ride.

Captain Wes Flesch picked up a 
mixture of sardines, a half scoop of 
anchovies and topped off the bait 
tank with some greenback mackerel 
while loading up inside the Long 
Beach Harbor breakwater. It would 

SAN DIEGO COUNTY
Point Loma Sportfishing, San Diego, 619-223-1627 • PointLomaSportfishing.com
Hi-Count .......................... Jason Reese .........................................44 Pacifica ...............................619-223-1627; Hi-CountSportfishing.com

Josie Lynn ......................... Mike Hatfield .......................................46 Pacifica ...............................619-223-1627; josielynnsporfishing.com

Sauersish .......................... Eric Sauerwein .....................................42 Uniflite ................................619-223-1627

H & M Landing, San Diego, 619-222-1144  • HMLanding.com
Reel Champion ................. Darrell Nichols .....................................46 Egg Harbor .........................619-222-1144

Joanna ............................. Chris Markoff .......................................47 Off Shore ............................858-232-0705

Ronin................................ Ping Liu ...............................................40 custom................................858-386-2191

Seaforth Sportfishing, San Diego, 619-224-3383 • SeaforthLanding.com
El Gato Dos ......................  Bryan Zulka.........................................36 Hatteras ..............................858-05-0212

Alexes .............................. Gary Abbamonte .................................38 Cruizon ...............................619-224-3383

Dana Landing, San Diego, 619-226-2929 • DanaLanding.com
Blackjack .......................... Steve Massey .......................................29 Mirage (4-pack) ..................619-226-2929

Impulse ............................ Matt Barlow ........................................42 Bertram ..............................619-226-2929, ImpulseSportfishing.com

Osprey .............................. Jack Vincent .........................................57 Viking .................................619-559-5930, OspreyOceanCharters.com

Ratscaooion ..................... Dave Trimble ........................................24 Mako ..................................619-226-2929

Season’s Sportfishing........ Duane Mellor .......................................25 Parker .................................714-604-3293

Season’s Sportfishing .......  Jamie Thinnes .....................................36 Parker .................................714-604-3293

Helgren’s Sportfishing, Oceanside, 760-722-2133 • HelgrenSportfishing.com
Pacific Venture ..................  Chuck White .......................................37 Uniflite ................................760-728-3410, Pacific-Venture.com

Fish Taxi ............................ Don Nelson ..........................................32 Radovich  ............................760-722-2133

Aris Sport Fishing ............. Leo Duarte ...........................................28 custom................................760-722-2133

be a two-hour run south to the tuna 
fishing grounds with calm seas pre-
vailing. In the channel the ocean was 
alive with schools of dolphin, breez-
ing schools of fin baits and hordes of 
fish eating gulls. It was an excellent 
day to be out on the water.

Like most every 6-pack charter boat, 
Options is well rigged with tackle, 
there is plenty of room in the galley, 
comfortable bunks and a friendly 
crew. Joining in on that early season 
trip was owner Bill Waddle along with 
other fishing clients. As soon as we 
reached the GPS numbers posted from 
the previous day’s fishing, one could 
see schools of bluefin tuna boiling on 
tiny bait with snowy white terns div-
ing on aggressive feeding tuna.

Unfortunately, as experienced by 
most anglers fishing for huge bluefin 
tuna this past season and into the 
early weeks of the 2016 season, not 
many bluefin were hooked. Even 
dropping down to 20-pound Seaguar 
fluorocarbon leader material didn’t 
make it happen all the time and if a 
bigger grade of tuna was hooked it 

TRY SOME 6-PACK OPTIONS

Sunset over the tuna grounds.

was likely lost. 
Captain Flesch worked the area and 

ran to breaking fish all the way across 
to the east end of San Clemente Is-
land. The veteran captain tried every 
trick in the fishing book to outsmart 
the tuna, but those bluefin would 
have nothing to do with our selec-
tion of live bait or a wide assortment 
of lures and feathers trolled through 
schools of foaming tuna.

Due to the speed and fishablity of a 
6-pack, all was not a total loss for an-
glers on board the Options, as a hefty 
50-pound yellowtail was landed by 
Waddle while drifting a mackerel under 
a school of bluefin and a 39-pound yel-
lowfin tuna smashed a Halco jig fished 
off the starboard corner of the boat.
Most 6-packs also provide all the 
tackle you’ll need for a day of fishing, 
food service is optional, so check with 
each sportfisher for amenities offered. 
If you have a small group of friends 
or family, this might be the way to 
go. Enjoy the comfort and ride of an 
often very productive sportfishing 
trip along or off the coast.      PcS
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ORANGE COUNTY
Dana Wharf Sportfishing, Dana Point Harbor, 949-496-5794 • DanaWharfSportfishing.com
Boardroom ....................... Todd Mansur .......................................65 Hatteras ..............................949-496-5794 

Hot Spot ........................... Dan Brown ..........................................Custom sportfisher ..................949-496-5794

Rampage .......................... Larry Phoenix .......................................42 Hatteras ..............................949-496-5794, DanaWharfSportfishing.com

Davey’s Locker Sportfishing/Newport Landing, Newport Harbor • 949-673-1434
Bongos II .......................... Joe Bairian  ..........................................38 Topaz  .................................949-673-2810,Bongossportfishing.com

Bongos III ......................... Joe Bairian ...........................................36 Tiara ....................................949-673-2810, Bongossportfishing.com

Tailchaser ......................... Joe Bairian ...........................................38 Topaz ..................................949-673-2810, Bongossportfishing.com

Pierpoint Landing, Long Beach, 562-983-9300 • Pierpoint.net
Dreamer ........................... Allyn Watson .......................................48 x 14 custom ........................562-607-2210, PierpointDreamerSportfishing.com

Options ............................ Wes Fleming ........................................50 custom sportfisher .............. 714-681-4385

Long Beach Sportfishing, Long Beach, 562-432-8993 • LongBeachSportfishing.com
Chubasco III ..................... Darrel Sato...........................................35 sportfisher ..........................562-432-8993

22nd Street  Sportfishing, 141 W. 22nd St., San Pedro, 310-832-8304 • 22ndstreet.com
Spectra ............................. John Archibald/Chris Hederel ...............45 custom sportfisher ..............310-701-9172

Santa Barbara Harbor, Santa Barbara, (805) 964-2046
WaveWalker ..................... David Bacon ........................................31 Grady-White .......................805-964-2046, WaveWalker.com

Independent charter boats: 
SAN DIEGO AND ORANGE COUNTY
Onemancharters ............... Brandon Hayward ................................23 Parker .................................949-212-0719, onemancharters.com

Onemancharters ............... Justin Reynolds, James Lega ................23 Maritine ..............................949-212-0791, onemancharters.com

The Long Run Sportfishing .. Nathan Bell...........................................40 custom................................858-336-6594

Cowbouy Sportfishing ...... Scott Wilson .........................................34 CHB Trawler ........................619-300-5528

Feel N Lucky ..................... Larry Wilske .........................................35 Owens ................................858-633-3940, fishingcharterssandiego.com

Patihopper ........................ Spence dePalma ..................................21 open custom .......................858-633-3940, fishingcharterssandiego.com
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white seabass for 
the Options.

Catalina island 
wahoo
for the Options.
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Offshore Oil Rigs Sucking 
Junk and Drowning in Debt

article by CAPT. DAVID BACON

Back in the early part of the 20th century, our scenic California coast had big dollar 
signs written all over it, from the perspective of young, hungry oil companies led by am-
bitious risk-takers. They built mind-boggling infrastructure for oil extraction. It always 
shocks me when I go to coastal restaurants that have photos on their walls of the old 
oil days when the shoreline for miles was a maze of oil piers, docks and derricks. Those 
were for the most part demolished decades later and only a few reminders remain. 

Our offshore oil industry is in deep trouble and 
drowning in debt. With recent news of one oil company 
filing bankruptcy and filing lawsuits, it is becoming 

increasingly clear that our offshore oil rig businesses are 
suffering and this causes us to ponder what this means to us 
recreational fisher folk, especially since these rigs serve as 
massive homes to millions of critters including fish we care so 
much about. 

Informed Angler

One such place was the Ell-
wood coastline up the coast 
from Goleta. To this day there 
are structures that remain from 
those days, but for the most part 
it has all been restored to a pret-
ty coastline. Such was the case in 
quite a number of spots on our 
California coast. 

The next big thing was build-
ing big oil platforms from one 
to nearly a dozen miles offshore 
and connecting them to one 
another as well as to shore side 
processing facilities by seafloor 
pipelines. That kept the industry 
alive and somewhat less offen-
sive to coastal communities, at 
least until the big rupture and oil 
leak off the Santa Barbara coast 
in the late ‘60s. 

Oil companies have had a 
tough time recovering any real 
community support, even though 
the community craves the oil and 
uses it no matter the price. We 
are all a little strange like that. 
Some influential people became 
NIMBYs, meaning they need oil 
but “Not In My Back Yard.” And 
so the oil wars continued. 

As anglers, we use oil prod-
ucts to go get our fishing gear, 
to get to harbors or other fish-
ing launch spots and then use 
loads of gas or diesel on the wa-
ter in pursuit of fish. My feeling 
is that we need to be okay with 
oil companies and yes … in our 
backyards. It just seems a bit dis-
ingenuous to be heavily engaged 
in the oil era and be against oil 
companies. That is tantamount 
to going all solar but not want-
ing the sun in our celestial neigh-
borhood. What we really want is 
clean, low-cost oil while we use 
science and engineering to get 
ourselves out of the oil era and 
into whatever era comes next. 
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When oil/gas prices plummet, oil 
industry profits shrink because they 
can’t reduce costs as fast and as low as 
the drop in the cost of a barrel of crude. 
Some crude oil as it comes out of the 
ground is “sweet” and doesn’t need as 
much refining to be used as fuel. Lower-
grade crude however requires intense 
and costly refinement and oil compa-
nies cannot produce it profitably when 
oil/gas prices are down. 

The “sweet oil” from the top of our 
offshore reservoirs was long ago ex-
tracted and that’s when the big-name 
oil companies sold off these oil leases 
and equipment such as offshore rigs 
to smaller oil companies who would 
take more risks. Now we are in a situ-
ation where the rigs are too costly to 
maintain and operate profitably be-
cause the oil being extracted requires 
a great deal of costly refinement and 
thus does not command high prices 
on the market. So these smaller oil 
companies are going broke.

As they file bankruptcy, what hap-
pens to their rigs? Many in the environ-
mental community feel they should be 
removed entirely, leaving nothing but 
flat sand where the rigs once stood and 
supported massive amounts of healthy 
marine life. Those rigs both attract and 
produce marine life and to completely 
remove them seems like mass murder 
and unwarranted removal of vital ma-
rine life resources. 

If, after the coming battles, those rigs 
are removed entirely I believe they should 
be replaced by quality reefing of equal or 
greater value in terms of marine life in-
cluding game fish. The best reef material 
in terms of attracting and producing ma-
rine life is a combination of reef balls and 
quarry rocks. Fish Reef Project (fishreef.
org) is best positioned to make those 
happen, once through the stringent and 
expensive permitting process. 

I’ve heard the argument that we 
were not allowed to fish within 300 
feet of those rigs anyway, but that is 
not accurate. I have a letter from the 
U.S. Coast Guard stating that the wa-
ters surrounding certain of the rigs 
(see sidebar) have exclusionary zones, 
however vessels under 100 feet in 
length and not engaged in towing 
are excluded from those zones, so we 
have a right to fish there from most 
boats. The oil companies like to yell at 

Your Shimano Superstore

1910 Rosecrans Street, San Diego
619-223-2324 

Mon-Sat: 8am - 9pm • Fri-Sun: 7:30am-9pm
Visa • MC • AMEX • Discover • ATM Welcome

www.AnglersChoiceTackle.com

Stella SW
STARTING AT 

$1059 
WITH 12 MODELS 

TO CHOOSE 
FROM

Terez
Starting at

$219.99

New Orca SP 
Sinking Starting 

at $25.99at $25.99 SP

New PowerPro 
Zero Impact

sizes ranging 
from 20lb to 100lb

SW

COLTSNIPER

Colt Sniper
4 sizes 5 colors 
starting at $7.99

Terez
arting at
219.99

gg

All New Black 
Models Available

See Our 
New Items 
For 2016

 
Now Carrying Our 

Fresh Frozen Squid ...
22nd St Landing 

Rusty hook
Sav on tackle
Big fish tackle
Caivo tackle
Davey locker

Hills fuel dock
Dana wharf Sportfishing
Lakeside bait and tackle
Point loma Sportfishing

Fishermans landing 
Dana landing 

Squidco 
San pedro and Newport barges 

sanpedrobait.com
We Now Sell Frozen Sardines and Anchovies!
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us when we approach, but there is no 
legal right to do that to us. That means 
that those productive rigs are in actu-
ality our fishing resources. If they are 
removed, we suffer a loss.

When the next round of “rigs to 
reefs” comes back out, ask a very im-
portant question: If those rigs are 
shortened or laid down, will we be al-
lowed to fish there? In a past go-round 
of rigs to reefs, the answer to that ques-
tion might have disappointed you. I’m 
always ready to fight for our fishing 
rights. I hope you will join me.      PcS

IT SAYS SO
In a letter from the U.S. Coast Guard, 
15 offshore oil platforms between 
Point Arguello and Corona del Mar 
have permanent 500 meter safety 
zones in place. These platforms are: 
Grace, Gina, Ellen, Elly, Hondo, Gilda, 
Edith, Hermosa, Harvest, Eureka, 
Hidalgo, Gail, Harmony, Heritage 
and Irene. The letter states, “No 
vessels may enter or remain in these 
zones with the following exceptions: 
A [platform] attending vessel, or 
a vessel under 100 feet in length 
overall not engaged in towing.”

Perseverance Servant Revelation Provider Endurance

• Full Day & Half 
    Day Salmon Trips

• Full Day
    Halibut Trips

• Combination Trips 
    also Available

Call Toll Free - 1-800-257-7760

Seward, AK 99664 • (907) 224-3674 www.thefishhouse.net

FISHING        CHARTERS
www.TheFishHouse.net

The

Intrepid Sportfishing (619) 224-4088
Now with online booking - www.fishintrepid.com

Departure     Return        Days       Price     Guests     Trip Type

– 2016 / 2017 FISHING SEASON –
Mon Jul 4 Sat Jul 9 5 $2370 26 Baja Fish Gear / Open

Sat Jul 9  Sun Jul 17 8 $3535  25 Ray Jarvis Memorial / United Composite Rods / Charter 

Sun Jul 17 Sat Jul 23 6 $2975 25 Anglers Choice / Open

Sat Jul 30  Sat Aug 6  7 $3175 26 Larry Brown and 20 Different Sponsors / Open

Thu Aug 11 Fri Aug 19 8 $3875 22 Soft Steel / Okuma / Open  

Mon Aug 29  Tue Sept 6 8 $3595  25 Anglers Choice / Open  

Fri Sept 9 Sat Sept17 8  $3495  26  Dougs Wine and Fun Time / Sonoma Valley Wines 

Sat Sept 17 Sun Sept 25 8 $3495  26 8th Annual SBS Tuna Slam

Sun Oct 30 Wed Nov 11 10 $3945  26 Larry Brown and 20 Different Sponsors / Open  

Sat Dec 3 Sat Dec 17 14  $4895 24 Dave Berutich Big Fish / Open  

Wed Dec 28 Wed Jan 11  14 $5095 24 Izorline / Open

Fri Jan13-2017 Fri Jan 27 14 $5095 24 West Coast Fishing / Open  

Fri Feb 17-2017 Sat Mar 4-2017 15 $7560 16 Private Charter 



www.wildstrawberrylodge.com             Email: info@wildstrawberrylodge.com

Call: 1-800-770-2628  or  907-747-3232

Buddy Special Savings!
During May, June, August, & September

SAVE $185 to $530 or more PER ANGLER 
For our 10% and 20% BUDDY SPECIAL PACKAGES!

CALL THERESA FOR AVAILABLE DATES
Visit our website for more details

Non-fishers are welcome w/ fishing guests at a reduced rate
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DIAMONDS 
Aren’t Just A Girl’s 

Best Friend Anymore!

story by CAPT. BOB WOODARD

Mastering the Diamond Jig ... A jewel of a bait is 
worth its weight in gold for many sport fish 

From the deck of the Rooster on the Hurricane Bank 
last year to the deck of the Merlin in Elfin Cove, 
Alaska, I have used the same heavily modified 
glow diamond jig to score 150-pound tuna and 
150-pound halibut. There are a number of reasons 
to choose to use diamond jigs over big bulky irons. 
For tuna, the diamond has the speed of the sink 
and retrieve that I like over the traditional lures. 

As with any application, of course, there are 
two sides to the story. Some of the old-timers 
on the long-range boat believe the flutter of the 
old-school lures gets them bit. Maybe it does. My 
preference, however, is to utilize the speed of the 
diamond jig to cover more territory in the same 
amount of time. 

Those tuna that rampage right under the boat 
right before dawn and right after dusk and beyond 
are not the norm. Generally speaking the lure or 

Nighttime soaking 
a glow colored 
diamond jig over 
a squid bed with 
a couple live 
squids pinned 
on can really pay 
off while hunting 
white seabass.

ishing earlier this year 
aboard the Red Rooster, 
I was able to prove for 
a third year in a row 

that big diamonds–diamond jigs, 
that is–surely have a place in the 
long-range arena. There have been 
several crowd favorites over the 
years, mostly the long standing 
offering of a PL 68 for the San 
Diego long range guys, but today 
there is even more–featuring 
worldwide applications. 

that big d
F
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 This 2016 daytime 
ahi was fooled by 
the author using a 
14-ounce ahi-Assault 
diamond jig coupled 
with a Makaira SEa 
20 reel and Okuma 
4X rail rod while 
fishing 130-pound 
Izorline backing and 
a short 200-pound 
flouro leader. The fish 
was caught on the 
Red Rooster III.

iron fishing has about a half hour to 
45-minute window on each side of 
the rise and fall of daylight. I was in 
the wheelhouse on the Red Rooster 
taking a quick peek at the up and 
down fathometer earlier this year and 
saw the fish were all over us, but at 30 
to 40 fathoms. 

There was next to no current and 
there were frequent tangles in the 
stern. Although I had never caught 
a big tuna during the middle of 
the day on an iron I figured I had 
nothing to lose so out it went. I was 
fishing a 14-ounce glow diamond 
that I keep on one of my rail rods 
for the morning and evening swim 
through. Getting it down to the fish 
was no problem with the flat current; 
I dropped down to about 300 feet and 
started cranking up to 150 then free-
spooled it. Maybe two seconds into 
the drop I got slammed. I am guessing 
the initial drop or retrieve caught the 
fish’s attention and it hung around 
long enough to take a swipe.

 This lure was equipped with a 
5/0 Owner Stinger treble hook that 
had a 4x rating. Yes, a treble. First 
and foremost you will hook more 
fish–period. It’s not even open for 
debate. With that said, you will likely 
dump more also. The biggest reason 
I prefer the treble over the single for 
this application is you tend to clamp 
the fish’s mouth shut, diminishing its 
oxygen flow. From years of experience 
and observation, this makes for a 
10-minute battle instead of a two-
hour workout. 

I have had several multi-fish 
mornings on these diamonds rigged 
with the 4x trebles and I credit that 
to my ability to get the fish in and be 
back in the water quickly. Remember 
we are only talking about a very 
narrow window of time every morning 
and if I am stuck on a fish for 45 
minutes it’s over. There is a downside 
for anyone on deck with the trebles so 
I pay lots of attention, especially when 
smaller fish on deck are shaking their 
heads. Frankly, I tend to wait for the 
smaller fish to get pushed out before I 
start jigging and they will leave when 
the big boys arrive. But it can be hard 
to hold back, I admit. 

Back to the daytime fish I hooked, 
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it was a quick battle for 10 or 12 
minutes and the fish was onboard. 
Looking around I noticed many 
other anglers had gone for their lures 
as well. It could be said mine was a 
rarity; really a fluke of sorts, but it 
falls right into my MO. I tend to look 
for different things I can do to get 
away from the crowd when fishing 
the long-range boats. Sometimes it 
pays off, sometimes it doesn’t. This 
time it paid off with a 130-pound 
daytime ahi. 

Other applications on this trip for 
the diamond jigs were for catching 
big baits to soak. I took a four-
ounce diamond jig and put a 4/0 
O’Shaughnessy long shank hook on it, 
then crushed the barb. While fishing 
in the middle of the night there are 
often skipjack under the lights and 
this is a great way to catch them 
without doing too much damage to 

“the bait” before sending them back down on a big rig 
fishing the big yellowfin. The yellowfin tend to camp 
right under the boat at 10 to 15 fathoms so fishing 
vertically with the diamond jig is ideal for this situation.

Locally, as with fishing deep under kelps for yellowfin, 
bluefin or even opah, these jigs get you there quick. 
Often when we set up on a paddy and throw some 
chum we will see fish, but only on the meter. I have 
found the smaller Ahi Assault jigs in a green or blue and 
chrome to be productive. These deep water paddy fish 
tend to bite on the sink and often on the first or second 
drop that goes through the water column. The key to 
your success will lay in your ability to determine where 
the fish are in the column and then to concentrate on 
those depths. These small lures will often require a hook 
upgrade as well if you plan on fishing anything over 
about 30-pound test. 

While addressing the ever-raised question about the 
swivels (that come stock on most common diamond 
jigs), here is my take: Having a swivel on a heavy lure 
takes 90 percent of the swimming action out of the 
lure. That’s true. But fishing these jigs I am not looking 
for a swimming or kicking action; I am looking for a 
reaction bite based on speed of the fall. And when I get 
one it’s normally a very aggressive strike that sticks. It 
is a completely different application than conventional 
heavy iron fishing.

WHERE ELSE?
Exploring the coast and inland waterways of Alaska 
is something I didn’t get a chance to experience 
until I was over 40 years old. After the first day of 
fishing I felt like I had made a huge mistake not 
getting up there sooner. In Alaska I use the same 12- 
and 14-ounce diamond jigs in glow and chrome with 

You can get some great distance casting small diamond jigs on a saltwater spin 
combo such as this Trio combo by Okuma displayed by angler Tom Dyer.

Colin Sarfeh of Team 
Pelagic here with a yellow 

caught while fishing the 
Chrome and Orange Ahi 

Assault diamond jig over a 
mass of red crab with most 

bites on the fast sink. 
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This king salmon 
was a nice surprise 

while we were 
fishing lingcod 

with diamond jigs. 
I hooked it mid 

column off Deer 
Harbor, Alaska.

a single hook for release applications on big flatties, huge 
lingcod and big yelloweye rockfish. 

While fishing in Cross Sound for the big halibut we have 
to pay close attention to the tides because in this area you 
can have up to a 20-foot swing! Our window for fishing the 
high spots in the middle of the bay is about 2 to 2.5 hours 
over the slack. After that it is a river and although maybe 
fishable with horrendous heavy gear, it’s just not enjoyable 
for the sportsman outside of that narrow time period. 

In this application the diamond jig outshines its peers in the 
ability to sink fast, minimizing drag and total output of line 
while getting down to the bottom. It is also slender enough to 
maintain bottom without getting swept away like many irons 
in this heavy current. 

But when the fish get on you it is an absolute blast! We have 
found that 65-pound Spectra with a three-foot piece of 60- or 
80-pound Izorline fluorocarbon is a deadly combination. We 
will send down a couple big, oily baits upon arrival and it 
normally takes about 20 minutes for the Pacific halibut to find 
us. Then we will start to work the diamonds, outfitting the 
lures with a piece of salmon, which we carve in the shape of a 
surfboard to minimize drag in the current.

To keep fishing interesting we have also gone down to some 
of the new, smaller two-speed jigging combos. My favorite is 
the Andros two-speed jigging combo by Okuma where the 
rod is a mere 5.5 feet long and the reel fits in the palm of your 
hand. It offers the ability to achieve 24 pounds of drag and 
incredible two-speed power that makes chasing elephants 
with a BB gun a reality! 

MahiTackle.com • 714-962-2907 • Info@MahiTackle.com
No Sales Tax outside of CA

• Bullet aerodynamic design 
• Perfect size mimics the baitfish  
• Zinc-coated treble hook 

BUTTERFLY FLAT FALL JIGS
• Hydrodynamic flat keel design 
     • Two Owner dancing stinger 
      hooks with PowerPro 250lb. assist 
          • Center balanced jig flatten on the fall ll 

 
COLTSNIPER JIGS

 NEW SHIMANO TORIUM HGA REELS. 

• Max drag - 24lb
• Gear ratio - 6.2:1 
• Inches per crank - 46”

TOR16HGA - $229.99

TOR20HGA - $239.99

TOR30HGA - $249.99

19031 Bushard St.   •   Huntington Beach, CA 92646

Reel 
Repair

BU
• H
      

     
      

W S NEW

• Top Water Action
• Bubble Chamber
• 7 Color Options
• Sizes- 120-150mm
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One reason we are able to fish 
these little reels is our depth. We are 
fishing areas from 150-225 feet on the 
anchor so we don’t need a boatload 
of line. Having my 12-year-old 
daughter up in Alaska last year, I saw 
what a difference it makes for the kids 
to have a lighter, more manageable 
setup that still has guts; she loved it.

While fishing the offshore waters 
out of Cross Sound for halibut, 
lingcod and yelloweye, the chrome 
10-ounce diamond was a go-to iron. 
We rigged it with a single Siwash 
8/0 and it performed nicely. While 
fishing the bottom with these fast 
falling irons, be sure to get them 
off the bottom as soon as the touch 
as the pinnacles can be steep and 
unforgiving–real “jewel” thieves. 

Having the opportunity to fish these 
jigs from Alaska all the way down 
to the equator has proven to us the 
immense range of the lure. We have 
also had a lot of fun in Puerto Vallarta 
and Panama, with the big dogtooth 
snappers and grouper seemingly 
indiscriminative with regards to color, 
though it’s tough to beat chrome. 

We have had our best fishing for 
these dogtooth in 60 to 110 feet of 
water, but you will also find them 
elsewhere. Once again it will be a 
reaction bite, so be ready to pull 
and pull hard. If you hook a big one 
you will have one chance to clear it 
out of the rocks or you will be taken 
straight back to structure and broken 
off without hesitation. Dogtooth 
are among the strongest fish I have 
battled right up there with giant 
amberjack and they normally have 
much more structure on their side. It 
is a heavy line, heavy drag and get-
right-down-to-business situation.

CLOSER TO HOME
For the local yellowtail scene the 
diamond will work side by side with 
many other of the heavy irons, once 
again creating a speed-oriented bite. 
The guys fishing the local ¾-day 
boats often find they can get down 
to the fish the captain is calling out 
down deep and do twice as quickly as 
conventional heavies. 

Let me say once again, the simple 
ability to cover more territory is an 
advantage of these jigs. Of course, 

16561 Bolsa Chica St.
Huntington Beach, CA

3166 Midway Dr.
San Diego, CA

www.CHARKBAIT.com
&

Makaira!

From Okuma

Redefining
the State of the Art

Redefining
the State of the Art

FREE OFFER

SEA Long Range Series

Braid Spooling

Your Choice: 12

& 16 Strand

Hollow-

Core, or

“Solid”

-up to 300

yds.



THE FISHING ADVENTURE OF A LIFETIME
Battle the legendary Rivers Inlet Chinook and Coho Salmon on calm protected waters. Legacy Lodge offers

all-inclusive salmon fishing adventures for those seeking the ultimate fishing experience. Come enjoy our superior

amenities, in-boat instructor program and warm hospitality as you renew your passions for the great outdoors.

Unlimited use of Scout boats with 

electronics and premium gear

Private guest rooms with spectacular

views of Rivers Inlet

Experience nature in all its grandeur

and be a part of something spectacular

RESERVE YOUR LEGACY EARLY TO ENSURE AVAILABILITY.
VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT LEGACYLODGE.COM OR CONTACT US AT 877.FISH.LEGACY (347.4534)

LEGACYLODGE.COM    |    877.FISH.LEGACY
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Southern California bluefin 
tuna like this 2016 60-mile 

bank model often strike 
chrome or white diamond 

lures in long drifts or under 
paddies or at night. Angler: 

Carl Robbins

you’ll typically want to mimic the local forage, but sometimes it 
only has to suggest something on the menu. There is an orange 
and chrome color I have had great success with while fishing deep 
yellows over the past two years with all the tuna crab around. This 
color scheme is also a good option while fishing rockfish in areas 
you know the yellows also reside. Keep in mind the bigger rockfish 
will come farther off the bottom to bite so to stay away from the 
dinks keep the diamond jig up off the rocks at least 10 feet.

For California halibut fishing these jigs are deadly in the right 
conditions. We have caught many large flatties while fishing squid beds 
for white seabass. We have found the halibut will bite from gray light 
on for about 45 minutes to an hour at which point they will usually fill 
up and go dormant until the evening. 

Be sure to have a couple of fresh squids on and a fully charged 
“glow” in your jig right before first light. We also drift these jigs the 
same way with two live squid right over the bottom where there 
are squid beds. The bite tends to be best on the edges of the beds. At 
Catalina and all of the Channel Islands, for that matter, we have had 
great success while drifting and bouncing the white diamond jigs 
through the sand holes surrounded by reefs–sometimes as shallow as 
20 feet with or without the squid additive.

Diamond jigs are absolute killers for white seabass while fishing on 
the anchor–on a squid bed or not. For this application I choose the 
size depending not only on current, but also on moon phase and how 
aggressive the fish have been biting. We prefer six to 12 ounces in the 
white glow color. The beauty of the swivel in this application is line 
twist is not an issue as the lure is simply dangling above the bottom or 
elsewhere in the column where you have determined the fish to be. 

Because the diamond jig is your friend!      PcS

Now available at

800.606.4003 · denaliperformance.com

W E  B R E A T H E  B L U E  W A T E R
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“Catch what you’ve been missing”.

306 pound fish, caught by Norm Fujimoto
of Fullerton aboard the Red Rooster, skippered by Andy Cates. 

This beauty was caught on 135 lb. Izorline Brutally Strong 
Spectra and 135 lb. Izorline Fluorocarbon.

Dealers inquires welcome!

Visit our website at: www.izorline.com
1 • 5 6 2 • 5 3 1 • 6 0 0 0
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WHO’S WHO AND WHO’S WINNING ON THE PACIFIC COAST

Tournament Lines

kicker. Mahieu reported that their biggest bites 
came early on hard baits fished in five to 15 
feet of water along rocky shorelines. 

First place went to SWBA rookies Team Mari-
nella (Cody Merrick and Anthony Senella) 
with a 23.98-pound bag with a big fish that 
went 8.61 pounds. 

After the event, Senella credited their suc-
cess to hard work and perseverance. “We fished 
Palos Verdes several times before the event and 
found the best water on the north end. We 
spent our first day fishing weedless baits in the 
kelp but just weren’t seeing the quality of fish 
we thought we’d need to do well in the event,” 
he said. 

“The next time we ran up there we spent the 
whole day fishing shallow and found a good 
reef bite above Point Vincente. With the wind 
blowing all week we were worried that the con-
ditions would change for the worse, but when 
we got there in the morning the fish were bit-
ing. As rare as it is to do, we managed to drive 
right to the biting fish and were culling in no 
time,” he added. 

Their two biggest bass came on a surface iron 
and a six-inch swimbait. 

With significant wind blowing in the days leading up to the tourna-
ment, most teams were unsure of what the weather might have done 
to any pre-fishing patterns they’d developed. As it turned out, the wind 
didn’t have much effect on conditions, but a massive influx of red crab 
killed the bite in several areas. Hardest hit were the deepwater sand 
bass spots off Huntington Beach, where most teams struggled to get the 
overfed bass to commit to their baits.

One angler who was able to get the sand bass to bite was Eric John-
son, who fished the event solo after sitting out most of the past couple 
seasons. Johnson, who is known among tournament anglers as the best 
sand bass fisherman on the coast, took down third place with an im-
pressive 20.02 pounds backed by a 5.71-pound kicker.  

The top two bags both came from the north end of the Palos Verdes 
Peninsula, and both were caught by teams that had developed shallow 
patterns in pre-fishing. In second place was Team SBS (Gerry Mahieu 
and Mike Urabe) with a 21.75-pound bag anchored by a 6.58-pound 

Rookie Team Takes Down Abu/
Garcia Shelf Bass Special

Saltwater Bass Anglers hosted the second regular 
SWBA season event of the year April 30 at South 

Shores launch ramp in Long Beach. The Shelf Bass Special, 
sponsored by Abu/Garcia, was an eight-hour coastal event 
where teams tried to bring the biggest five fish bag of 
bass to the scales. With the boundaries set at Torrance 
Beach to the north and Abalone Point to the south, teams 
had 40 miles of coastline to fish in search of any of the 
three species of bass.

Anthony Senella 
(left) and Cody 
Merrik earned more 
than $3,000 for a 
23.98-pound bag 
of calicos in their 
first SWBA regular 
series event. 
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After two events, the Angler of the 
Year race is lead by Team No Remorse 
(Bobby Martinez and Kenny Bobo) 
with a second and fifth place finish 
giving them a two point lead over 
SBS Fishing and Team Basstards (Al 
Migueliz and Rex McConnel), who are 
in a tie for second place. 

Bisbee’s Outlines 
Upcoming Events

Bisbee’s world famous tournaments 
are set for the balance of the year and all, 
to this point, are eligible for early bird 
entry. For the East Cape Offshore Tour-
nament the Early Bird Deadline is June 
30, and for the Los Cabos Offshore and 
Black & Blue Tournaments it is Aug. 31. 

For anglers planning to join in, this 
is the perfect time. This year, in addi-
tion to winning back the base entry 
fee, each of the Early Bird winning 
teams will also receive four pairs of 
Costa Sunglasses to help you perform 
at your best on the water as you chase 
the million dollar purses.  

The Bisbee East Cape Offshore tour-
nament is Aug. 2-6 and will once again 
be held at the Hotel Buena Vista Beach 
Resort. Early room booking would be a 
smart decision: 1-800-752-3555. 

For both the East Cape and the Los 
Cabos Offshore tournaments, Bisbee’s 
added a $2,000 Overall Release catego-
ry. Now all three of the tournaments 
have the same $2,000 prize for Over-
all Release Division. All three tourna-
ments will have the same photo re-
quirements and polygraph structure 
and the Release Division will pay out 
to the top three overall release teams.

The official clothing sponsor Pelagic 
has announced its third annual Cabo 
Summer Slam June 3-5 at Cabo San 
Lucas, B.C.S., Mexico.  Head to Cabo 
this month for a fun-filled tourna-
ment south of the border! Win cash, 
awards and prizes by catching marlin, 
tuna, wahoo and dorado, all while re-
turning to the relaxed and welcoming 
backdrop of Marina Cabo San Lucas!

The Cabo Summer Slam Tour-
nament presented by Pelagic is a 
team event with prizes and awards 
estimated at more than $50,000. 
Awards will be presented to the 
anglers and teams for their perfor-
mance in releasing the most bill-

  Mon-Fri. 8am-6pm • Sat. 6am-6pm • Sun. 6am-4pm
1413 N Coast Hwy. Oceanside, CA 92054

(760) 967-1897   •   www.Anglers-Tackle.com
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GIFT CERTIFICATES
 AVAILABLE

66am 44-4pm

Available In All SizesCATES
LE Available In AGIFT CERTIFICCATES

LIVE SHINERS

FREE ESTIMATES
Call to set up an Appointment

LICENSED & INSURED

OUR WASHES INCLUDE: Washing the boat 
from the waterline up using soap that does not 
strip the wax. Our washes remove any bird 
droppings, water stains, dirt and salt. We lift the 
hatches and clean the gutter tracks.

WAXING: Depending on the condition of your 
boat’s gel coat. We do what it takes, whether it’s 
just one step using pure wax, or even three steps 
using ultra cut compounds to remove the oxida-
tion. We then polish to bring back that beautiful 
shine and last but not least, we wax glaze and 
use sealer to develop that amazing gloss.
 
MONTHLY SERVICES: Includes 4 regular 
washes and on your 4th wash you will receive a 
complementary interior cleaning. 
 
ADDITIONAL SERVICES: On your 4th month of 
service we recommend you to polish wax your 
boat for an additional low cost to maintain your 
boat looking luxury. Our goal is to always have 
your boat looking as beautiful as the day you 
bought it.
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Price Reduced Keen Seller Just Listed at BBY Showdock

45' Viking Convertible 1989
Fish rigged- Many updates-Plan C

Scott Lampe
(619) 222-1124

Sales      Management      Construction
Licensed & Bonded since 1982      Brokerage Slips at Intrepid Landing

47' Bayliner PHMY 2000 
LLC owned- ready to go- Cummins

Bigbayyachts.com

CA
LI

F
O

R
N

IA
  Y

ACHT  BROKERS  ASS
O

C
IA

TIO
N 

MEMBER 

31' Contender FishAround 2008
Yamaha 250’s Lo hours- C-Fab tower-loaded!

35' Tiara Open 1999
C-Fab Tower- Fish Ready- Cruise Comfort

$229,000 

$139,0000$120,000
Now $99,000!!

MAKE OFFER

$198,000
Now $169,000Now $219,000

57’ Viking Conv 1989
LLC Owned - Many Upgrades - Motivated

38’ Mediterranean Conv 1987
     Cummins - Clean - Motivated!

Don't Miss the Fish or These Great Boat Deals!
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Bigbayyachts.com
(619) 222-1124

Scott Lampe
Capt. Bob Woodard

“Your Sportfish Specialists!”

36’ Luhrs Conv 1999
New CATS 2006 - Upgrades - FB stairs!

2016 23’ Cobia 237 CC  
NEW, loaded with options, 

twin Yamaha

48’ Tiara Conv 2010
LLC Owned - Stairs to FB - Immaculate!

55’ Viking Cov BCE 2013
LLC Owned - Stairs to FB - SEAKEEPER

27’ ProLine Walkaround SF 2005
   NavNet - Trailer - Clean!

36’ Albemarle 360 
Enclosed Express SF 2017

 $pecial factory/Dealer Incentive$

27’ Cobia 277 2016 
NEW, twin Yamaha’s, T-Top, ready to fish! 

Loaded with options-Garmin Chirp included! 

In
Stock!

In
Stock!
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fish (blue marlin, black marlin, 
striped marlin, sailfish and sword-
fish) and/or catching the heaviest 
gamefish (tuna, wahoo, dorado) 
during the two-day tournament. 
(Saturday-Sunday, June 4-5). For 
more information, charter list-
ings and to reserve your team’s 
entry, visit www.PelagicGear.com. 
   The winner of the Pelagic Sum-
mer Slam will receive a free entry 
into the Bisbee’s East Cape Off-
shore Tournament.

Find out more at www.bisbees.com.

Dorado Shoot Out 
Set for July 16

One team will walk  away with a 
brand new, fully loaded 4x4 Toyota 
Tacoma pickup truck at the 11th an-
nual Dorado Shoot Out, a one-day 
contest set for July 16. Prizes go to the 
top three teams that catch the largest 
dorado. In addition, there are draw-
ings for tackle, lures and return trips 
to Van Wormer hotels. Also available 
are “optional” cash jackpots of $200, 
$300, $500 and $1,000 with an 85 
percent payback. The awards dinner is 
July 16 at Hotel Palmas De Cortez.

In the U.S., deadline for all entry fees 
and jackpots is July 8. Register by then 
and save time at registration. Rooms and 
boats are still available at all Van Wormer 
properties, but they are filling up quick-
ly. Entry fee is $500 per team. There is 
a maximum four anglers plus two crew 
per cruisers and three anglers plus one 
crew per super panga. Entry fee and jack-
pots are payable by check or money or-
der to Baja’s Van Wormer Resorts or by 
credit card online at www.doradoshoot-
out.com. Registration is available at 
three locations in Mexico:

La Paz: July 5, 6-8 p.m. at BajaMark, 
Allende 165 entre Revolucion y Made-
ro, 23000 La Paz

Puerto Los Cabos: July 7, 6-8 p.m. 
at the Puerto Los Cabos Marina office 
in San Jose Del Cabo

East Cape: July 14-15, 4-8 p.m. at 
the Hotel Palmas De Cortez in Los Bar-
riles. You can register at:
www.doradoshootout.com.

Contact Van Wormer’s with ques-
tions at 877-777-8862. For tourna-
ment questions, email Kit McNear at 
sportfishingkit@cox.net.       PcS

Insuring Yachts And Sailboats 
Locally And Nationwide For 30 Years!

Visit us online or give us a call to speak with one of 
our Marine Specialists

AmericanMarineInsurance.com
(800) 283-5646

Whether you’re a seasoned-pro or 
an enthusiastic beginner, 

fishing Santa Barbara and
the Channel Islands with
Capt. David and his crew

of helpful experts will
never be more fun
and enlightening! 

Capt. David Bacon is a respected  
author, sportfishing activist and 
above all, the Santa Barbara/Channel
Islands sportfishing authority.

WaveWalker tackle provided by Penn, Berkley, and Fenwick

White Seabass,
Calicos, Shark,

Halibut, Ling Cod,
Sheephead, Bonito,
Barracuda and More! 

Hook ’Em All, Call Now...

1/2 Day (5 Hours)
3/4 Day (7 Hours)
All Day (10 Hours)

Up to 6 Passengers 
Can Enjoy the Time 
of Their Lives 
Fishing for…
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BROUGHT TO YOU BY ...

FISH VILLAGE OWNER, GUIDE

‘Yak Attack

Tournament fishing generally is a stressful, 
intense battle among peers seeking fishing 
glory and, of course, a big payout, but 
it doesn’t have to be that way. Boyer’s 
tournament series is different. It is focused 
on the local community and aims to 
connect kayak anglers of all levels and 
skill sets. We razzle each other, we help 
each other, we poke fun and we celebrate 
personal achievements.

Every spring, Dana Point Jet Ski kicks off 
a new Fishing with Friends Tournament 
series, which looks to connect people new 
to the scene in the local community with 
seasoned anglers to help shave off some 
time from their learning curve. When 
someone purchases a kayak, they are 
immersed into an entirely new community, 
which can be intimidating to say the least. 
The easiest way to connect with the local 
community is to get out on the water with 
them and learn about the fishing grounds 
and swap stories; this tournament series is 
the best way to do just that.

A typical day begins at 6:30 in the parking 
lot of Dana Point Jet Ski, where anglers/
friends gather and talk smack as they gear 
up and get ready for a day out on the water. 
As we gear up in the morning light, we 
learn about what is on the menu for the 
post tournament potluck hosted by Boyer. 

Fishing with Friends Tourney  
An Open Invitation to Local Kayak 

Fishing Community

BY ...

DDDDDDEEEE

BRB OUGHT TO YOU B

story and photos by MIKE PONCE

When most think about 
fishing tournaments they 
don’t usually think fun, 

friends, comaraderie and good 
food. But then again they haven’t 
fished Tim Boyer’s Fishing with 
Friends Tournament before. 

One happy 
Ponce brother 
right here.

Photo by Fishing with Friends community 
member Joe Martinez 
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Let’s be honest here, more than half 
of the group shows up monthly 
simply for the food. The main 
course is always something amazing 
prepared by our favorite Micronesian 
cook Jackson Drone. Tournament 
participants contribute drinks, side 
dishes and desserts to round out the 
food fest that we have all become so 
accustomed to.

Before we throw our kayaks in the 
water, we need to ante up. The format 
is simple: Everyone tosses in $10 
for the biggest fish with an optional 
big bass side pot for $5. All money 
collected is paid out to the person 
who catches the biggest fish and 
biggest bass (which is sometimes one 
in the same). This is not a sponsored 
event; this event was designed to be 
shared with friends and kept simple—
simple money for simple fishing.

After you launch you can either 
head out to your first stop or grab a 
scoop of bait from Everingham Bros. 
Bait Company. Though in some 
tournaments live bait is frowned 
upon and in some cases banned, 

not so in this tournament series. We 
encourage anglers to fish using legal 
tactics whether that is with live bait 
or artificial lures. 

The bait barge is located a few 
minutes from Dana Point Jet Ski’s 
launch site. The time of year will 
determine how long the wait is and 
the type of bait available. Early in the 
year sardines are easy to come by and 
the wait is practically non-existent. 
Come summertime, sardines become 
scarce and the wait can easily exceed 
an hour, so be patient and be careful 
… you have been warned. Whether 
you bought bait, caught bait or 
plan to fish artificials all day … the 
moment that everyone talks about is 
finally here–IT IS TIME TO FISH.

The moment you float outside of 
the jetty you realize how big of a 
fishing area the Dana Point fishery 
is. Reading about places to fish is 
one thing and sure that helps, but it 
doesn’t replace the experience you 
gain when heading out with some 
seasoned anglers. One of the best 
components of this tournament series 

Sometimes you don’t even have to 
leave the harbor to win the tourna-
ment; this winning halibut was 
caught inside the harbor.

by

BatsonEnterprises.com | RainShadowRodBlanks.com | NorthForkComposites.com | AlpsForecast.com

BUILD A BETTER RODBUILD A BETTER ROD

CAST.
HOOKSET.

ENOUGH SAID.
CAST.

HOOKSET.
ENOUGH SAID.
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is that you are instantly connected 
with seasoned kayak anglers and 
everyone is willing to help establish 
you into the scene. This means that 
from the moment you gear up you 
are partnered with a team of anglers 
that will make sure that you are safe 
and they will help you be successful.

Some head to Doho (Doheny 
Beach) right outside the surf zone and 
try to score a sand bass or a halibut 
while others head farther south 
toward Capo Beach and Poche Beach 
on the lookout for some big bass. 
This is a good spot for beginners to 
get used to the area while remaining 
close to the harbor mouth if they tire 
out and want to get back quickly.

You can count on seeing multiple 
kayak anglers sitting on the “Pipe” 
targeting calico bass, sand bass and 
the occasional sculpin. Locating the 
Pipe can be a challenge even with a 
fish finder, but without it it’s nearly 
impossible unless you are with 
someone who knows the grounds. 
Finding new fishing grounds is 
another reason to join the monthly 
fishing fiasco that is the Fishing with 
Friends Tournament series.

When the exotics and big pelagics 
start getting closer to shore (within 
2-6 miles), experienced anglers will 
head offshore to chase after bluefin 
tuna, yellowfin tuna, dorado and 
yellowtail. As any angler knows, 
there are no guarantees in fishing, so 
when you chase big game offshore 
in a kayak you are sending a message 
to other anglers saying, “Go big or 
go home.” What better time to do 
it than when you have experienced 
anglers with you who can help you 
read the water and keep you safe at 
the same time? Caution: Offshore 
kayak fishing is NOT a solitary game, 
there are many dangers out there and 
you should never do it alone.

If not heading offshore, then head 
north to the Headlands and waters 
off of Strands Beach and Salt Creek. 
Kayak anglers make the journey 
north to find yellowtail, halibut, 
sheephead, calico bass and sand bass. 
Much like heading offshore, this 
adventure isn’t for folks who want 
to stay close to the harbor due to a 
lack of confidence or experience. The 
Headlands alone is a mile away from 

AV YACHT MAINTENANCE
(714) 465-7513 – Ask for Arturo

SPECIALIZING IN SPORTFISHERS 

ALL AT GREAT RATES!!

SPECIALIZING IN SPORTFISHERS 

ALL AT GREAT RATES!!
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the harbor mouth and Strands and 
Salt Creek is an even farther journey.

With so many choices it is easy 
to see why the Fishing with Friends 
Tournament series is such a hit with 
beginners and seasoned veterans. 
And if fishing wasn’t the only reason 
to come join us, the potluck at the 
conclusion of the tournament may 
just be the nudge you need. As anglers 
return to weigh their catch or make 
excuses on why they didn’t weigh 
a fish, you can smell the feast that 
you are about to bury your face into. 
Everyone gathers around to enjoy a 
fine meal, share their stories of the 
day and, of course, what tournament 
would be complete if there wasn’t 
some good ol’ trash talking?

The kayak fishing community 
is a tight-knit fellowship of men 
and women who all share the 
same passion that you do. Our 
community is a goofy, fun, sarcastic 
group of anglers who simply love 
being on the water. So whether you 
are new to the kayak fishing scene 
in Orange County or you just want 
something fun to do, come join us 
monthly at our Fishing with Friends 
Tournament series. Our next event 
is Saturday, June 11. To learn more 
about this great series, contact Dana 
Point Jet Ski or Fish Village. We’ll be 
happy to talk your ear off and share 
the good word about our kayak 
fishing community. Stay safe, keep 
those lines tight and I will talk to 
you next month.     PcS

April’s winner Tommy 
Ponce won both pots and 
the Big Bass rollover from 

the previous month.

CELEBRATING A DECADE OF PREMIER EVENTS

AO Coolers

Our Competitor:CCCCCCCCC tttttttttiiiiiitttttOOOOOOOOOOuuuuuuuurrrrrrrrr CCCCCCCCCCCCCAO Coolers:
 
 

Available at     
   Sport Chalet.     S SSS SSpopopopopopp rtrtrrtrtrttt C C C CCChahahahahhah lelleleet.t.tt.t.
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PCS EDITORIALBoat Tech 

Find Dad with
Globestar’s SPOT Tracker 

Just in time for Father’s Day and for a limited time, Globestar Inc. subsidiary 
SPOT is offering its life-saving tracker for 50 percent off.*

Dads who love to hunt, fish, hike and off-road–activities that often take one 
beyond cellular phone coverage–can get lost when they want to (we know they 
want to!) and, should the unexpected occur, they can be found when they 
need to be found.

Since SPOT’s inception in 2007, the technology has helped to initiate more 
than 4,000 rescues worldwide. In 2015, over 55 percent of annual rescues oc-
curred during the summer months when dads are itching to get off the grid, 
even if only for a day. 

Adventurous dads can use SPOT’s cool features like check ins, tracking, cus-
tom messages or, if needed, S.O.S. to reach emergency responders, all while 
basecamp back home can rest assured that the adventure lover is equipped to 
stay in touch. 

“My SPOT tracker doubles as a marriage saving device,” says “Long Haul” 
Paul, an avid motorcycle enthusiast and married father of three. Now suffering 
from memory issues, he says the tracker “has helped keep my wife from worry-
ing for hours on end when I forget to call her after a 1,200-mile trip that day.” 

SPOT’s 4,000th rescuee was retired Houston firefighter Michael Herrera, who 
was off-roading in Alabama on his dual-sport dirt bike when he took a hard fall. 
Within 40 minutes of the S.O.S. activation, an ATV and ambulance were onsite. 
At the hospital, it was determined that he had suffered a broken collarbone, 

three broken ribs and a 
partially collapsed lung. 

“Until my accident, 
I’d only used my SPOT 
for tracking so my wife 
could be aware of my lo-
cation when riding off-
road,” Herrera says. “It 
was gratifying to know 
that my SPOT delivered 
on its promise when I 
needed SAR [search and 
rescue] services.” 

The newest addition 
to the SPOT family, 
SPOT Trace, is a track-
ing device that is already 
helping tens of thou-
sands of customers keep 
tabs on their valuable 
assets, including cars, 
boats, ATVs, bikes and 
RVs. Jonathan Eversole 
had his 2007 Suzuki mo-
torcycle stolen right out 
of his driveway in the 
early morning hours, 
but Trace (which is also 
currently 50 percent off) 

helped him get it back. 
For those who want the most direct 

form of communication beyond cel-
lular, the SPOT Global Phone gives 
adventurers the ability to make and 
receive calls or emails. Just ask Dave 
Carraro, the Wicked Tuna competitor.

“Not only do I use my satellite phone 
to help me locate and catch massive 
tunas or help boaters in distress, but 
I need it to call back home,” Carraro 
explains. “I feel like it’s crucial to have 
the ability to stay in touch with loved 
ones when out on the water so every-
one has peace of mind while I contin-
ue to live my dream.” 

So give the gift of high-tech connec-
tivity this Father’s Day.

*SPOT’s half-off discounts launched 
June 1 and are available for a limited time. 
Mail-in rebate and annual subscription 
are required. Learn more at FindMeSPOT.
com/FathersDay. See SPOT coverage maps, 
other products and participating retailers 
(including West Marine, REI, Cabela’s and 
Bass Pro Shops) at FindMeSPOT.com. 
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GOST Tracker 
App Releases

GOST (Global Ocean Security Tech-
nologies), which is celebrating its 
10th year as a world leader in marine 
security, tracking, monitoring and 
video surveillance systems, has an-
nounced the release of the free GOST 
Tracker App.

A revolution in mobile vessel man-
agement, the GOST Tracker App al-
lows boat owners to link to vessel data 
from a corresponding Nav-Tracker de-
vice and other GOST tracking systems 
via a smartphone or tablet with an 
easy-to-use, secure interface. 

The intuitive application allows us-
ers to log in with the same username 
and password used to access their ac-
count on the GOST website. Users can 
remotely monitor and control Nav-
Trackers installed on any number of 
vessels, while fleet managers can view 
fleets of vessels, as their needs require.

Once users log in, the GOST Tracker 

App displays a global map with icons 
showing locations of all vessels in the 
user’s fleet. Each icon can be clicked 
to review expanded details. When a 
vessel is selected, the date and time of 
the last report received is displayed, as 
well as the most recent latitude and 
longitude, boat speed, heading, ves-
sel status (whether security system 
is armed or disarmed) and nearby 
points-of-interest. 

From this screen the vessel can be 
polled for its current location and the 

geo-fence or full system can be re-
motely armed/disarmed, depending 
on which version of the system is in-
stalled. An armed system will provide 
immediate notification of any move-
ment or, for users with a full security 
system, if an alarm is triggered. Track-
ing history can also be displayed on 
Google Maps, which are embedded in 
the app.

“Since its release, the Nav-Tracker 
product line has been used to pro-
tect and recover thousands of vessels 
worldwide, as well as to provide on-
shore support for long distance cruis-
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ers and for a number of global fisher-
ies management programs,” says Jay 
Keenan, the GOST president and CEO. 

“We constantly strive to streamline 
and simplify customer interaction 
with their tracking system and vastly 
improve the user experience. With the 
combination of our tracking app and 
the notifications Nav-Tracker provides, 
our system gives users those few extra 
moments that can mean the difference 
between prevention and tragedy.”

The GOST Nav-Tracker is a global 
Inmarsat satellite-based tracking de-
vice that offers reliable, remote vessel 
tracking and management from any-
where in the world. Designed specifi-
cally for tracking a stolen vessel, the 
Nav-Tracker also allows family and 
friends to provide support if the boat 
is in peril or notify maritime authori-
ties if there is a deviation from the 
float plan.

For more information on the GOST 
Tracker App, the complete line of 
GOST tracking systems or the full line 
of GOST security products, visit www.
gostglobal.com or email info@gost-
global.com.     PcS

Join for the

Heritage
Fish for the 

Hardware
Enjoy theCamaraderie 
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New on Deck
PELAGIC

PMG LENS TECHNOLOGY

JOE SHUTE LURES

Phone (252) 240-3044 or go to joeshutelures.com

Joe Shute Lures were first tied back in 2001 in Atlantic Beach, North Carolina. The company started out tying 

lures for the giant bluefin tuna that were being caught along the North Carolina coast in December and 

January. The lure was designed with a head that is tapered on both sides instead of being a round bullet style. 

This taper helps the bait swim more in the upright position. Also, the head is cored out in the back to accept the 

For Dad

Introducing The New Fox Sports/World Fishing Network 
Inside Sportfishing Mobile App CODE GROUP.

bill of a ballyhoo, which is the number one trolled bait for bluefin and other pelagic 

game fish. Joe Shute Lures now come in 1, 3, 5 ¾ and 8 ounces in their standard 

head style. The Big Hole Series, in 2- and 5-ounce versions with a ¼-inch diameter 

hole in the front, are used as either a dredge head or with pre-rigged baits. 

Representing a lifetime of work, from pinhead to professional, the Code Group app was designed by 
fishermen for fishermen. “Our goal was simple: Connect fishermen to the sport they love in real time,” says 
Michael Fowlkes, executive producer of Inside Sportfishing on Fox Sports’ World Fishing Network. The app puts 
everything you need in the palm of your hand: live buoy weather; wind, sea condition reports and forecasts; 
SST, chlorophyll and plankton charts (all with GPS overlays); up-to-the-minute fish reports, dock totals and 
trending charts (all with pinpoint accuracy over tides and moon phases); reports from light boats, bait haulers 

and receivers; and reservation services to book half-day outings, long-range trips and journeys to fish exotic destinations around the world. “With 
over 11,000 click-throughs daily, in only week nine, Code Group is exceeding all expectations,” says Mathew Kelly, Fox Sports’ head of App 
Development. Best of all, it’s totally free!   

Text the words Code Group to 28748 or log into the Apple Store, Google Play or codegroupapp.com for a free download

Pelagic’s PMG (Polarized Mineral Glass) Lens Technology represents the highest evolution 

days on end. No matter what external or environmental conditions you may possibly face—sunny, cloudy, wet, dry 
or salty–Pelagic provides an extra layer of protection for your eyes that you can count on day in and day out thanks 
to a proprietary blend of naturally occurring minerals and rare earth elements. PMG provides the highest level of 

in marine grade polarized optics. Produced in state-of-the-art European optical laboratories, this lens material was 
specifically developed for “life on the water” where harsh, salty and ever-changing conditions can often persist for 

Go to pelagicgear.com

distortion-free optical clarity and visual accuracy, a polarization process that dramatically eliminates haze, glare and unwanted light 
reflections, the highest degree of scratch resistance on the market today, and multi-finish hydrophobic and oleophobic coatings for 

easy removal of sea spray, fingerprints, fish gunk and oil-based sunscreens—plus added UV protection. Retail price: $229-$269.

SCOTTY 
HP 2106 ELECTRIC DOWNRIGGERS

Scotty electric downriggers aren’t just for salmon fishing anymore.  When you’re trolling for everything from 
threshers to tuna, Scotty electric downriggers will put your bait in the strike zone. With the HP 2106 electric 

downrigger, you can troll at depths deeper than 250 feet. When you start marking bait balls or predators at 50 feet, release 
the ball and be on the mark in seconds. This gives you the advantage of keeping your bait where the action is. These Scotty 
downriggers are unmatched in the industry due to: the 1.25-inch diameter, 36-60-inch telescoping stainless steel boom; an 
illuminated, resettable, sealed and silent digital line counter; 300 feet of 180-pound test, 316 stainless steel HP downrigger 
wire; a half-inch Kevlar drive belt by Optibelt (the same belts used  by superior European auto manufacturers); adjustable 

rocket launcher rod holders; a clutch brake with the largest braking surface in the industry (allowing for ultra-
fast speeds); and a swivel pedestal mount.

Log on to scotty.com



JUNE 2016  I  Download Our New iPhone & iPad App @ the iTunes Newsstand  I  PCSportfishing.com  I  101

TOURNAMENT CABLE 
3D FLIP TAIL BONITA DREDGE 

GET SOME SPORTS
PREMIERE LURES

Gifts for Dad

Born on the rugged south coast of 
Africa, Williamson makes lures for 
those who thrive on the challenge of 
finding and conquering the world’s 
largest fish. Designed to mimic an 
injured baitfish breaking the water’s 
surface, the new Popper Pro features 

WILLIAMSON LURES
        Popper Pro

Visit williamsonlures.com

a cupped face and a versatile, pencil-style body perfectly 
suited for popping on top with both slash-and-stall and walk-

  Popper Prrrrrrrrrrrrrrroooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooooo

the-dog retrieves. Precisely weighted for maximum casting distance, the Popper Pro packs 
heavy-duty in-line VMC hooks for optimum swimming action, point exposure and hook sets. 

It’s available in seven attention-grabbing color patterns and two sturdy sizes: the 
1.25-ounce, 5.125-inch long version with rugged stainless steel through-wire construction 
and the 3.375-ounce, 7-inch model with stainless steel pin-and-swivel rigging. Suggested 
retail price: $12.99-$14.99.

Just in time for the early bluefin tuna, Get Some Sports lures slay 
tuna, dorado, wahoo and billfish. Aerospace technology combined 
with old world craftsmanship produces customized color and lure 
action, virtually unavailable before. Stainless steel jet heads, with 

Visit your local tackle store or getsomesports.com

quick change sleeves, put you ahead of the fleet. 
The premiere package gives you the ability to have 
four lures in one without having to re-rig. The stealth 
sleeve allows you to quickly add an additional color. 
The fighter sleeve creates a deep running cycle that 
moves side to side and up and down. The bomber 
sleeve is a pusher with a deep running cycle that 
has one of the best smoke trails on the market. They 
are available in 7 and 9 inches.

Call (800) 979-3474 or check out tournamentcable.com 

FLIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPPP TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAIL BONITA DREDGE 

Ideal for marlin yet equally effective for tuna and mahi, the Tournament 
Cable 3D Flip Tail Bonita Dredge is a must-have for your arsenal. The 
unique design and flip-tail action of the baits are irresistible to fish and, 
coupled with some of the most innovative dredge bars on the market, 
these rigs have turned into one of the hottest producers of 2016. Made 
from the Exxon Mobile product Santoprene, the baits are UV resistant, 
fatigue resistant, impressively durable and flexible, will not leave black 
marks on the deck, and will not deteriorate after exposure to the 
elements–all in all far superior to the standard EPDM material used in 
other silhouette baits on the market. Rigged in Tier-Drop, Bucket or EZ/6 
Collapsible configurations, they are ideal for any size boat or spread, and 
do not require rigging with mono, etc.; just clip them on the bars.  
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PCS Boat Review
COBIA 237 
Center Console
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article by CAPT. BOB WOODARD

Here in Southern California we see a flood of center 
consoles but very few that make the mark when it comes 
to owning a truly inspiring ride. Set your eyes on the 
Cobia 237: You will be impressed by her dynamic looks. 
When you see her running at speed, eating up offshore 
waves and chop, you want her in your driveway. 

The 23-foot size has become increasingly popular over 
the years. With great hulls and power sources, we are 
now able to reach areas that 20 years ago were simply 
not accessible for this size machine. 

The 237 CC comes with several power options 
including dual Yamaha 115 four strokes (ultimate in 
reliability), a single 250 Yamaha four stroke, or even the 
300 Yamaha four stroke for those who really want to get 
out and fly. But the boat achieves great fuel economy 
with all three packages. 

It’s a great crossover boat for those who like to spend 
time cruising with the family. With the optional seating 
packages, it morphs easily into a great Fourth of July 
entertainment platform, surely keeping your “other half” 
pleased with your choice.

As serious fishermen, Cobia designers put a premium on 
smart deck layouts that maximize ease of use, limit work 
arounds and obstructions, and focus on creating a safe 
comfortable fishing platform. The cockpit floor is level from 

The Cobia 237 is a great boat for our 
West Coast fishing scene. The boat 
has sleek lines and offers one of the 

driest rides in class with unparalleled 
construction and design. It’s a true 
fisherman’s dream that runs at a fraction 
of the cost of the big boys. 

bow to stern, taking awkward floor transitions and missteps out 
of the equation when chasing a big fish around the boat or 
when you need to move around quickly while docking. 

Split seating in the bow allows for access all the way 
forward to the oversized anchor locker. That provides for 
comfortable deployment and retrieval of the anchor as well 
as the ability to follow a fish that dives under the bow while 
providing space to cast your favorite lure. 

Additionally, all deck hardware is recessed, including a 
wraparound bow rail that’s never far out of reach from the 
anywhere forward of the console. 

Floor storage is accessed through gas shock assisted lids with 
premium, two-sided finishes. There’s a large floor storage area 
in front of the console, perfect for gear and equipment that 
typically remains onboard when the day is done. 

Located aft in the cockpit sole are dual insulated fish boxes, 
each with a capacity of 40 gallons. These can be ordered with 
the option of macerators for pumping overboard. The boxes are 
quite roomy and certainly big enough to store a good day’s catch.

Close investigation of the lids and their openings reveals 
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Cobia’s attention to detail and 
understanding of what keeps storage 
compartments dry and easy to use. 
The lid openings are large, which is 
especially helpful on the fish boxes 
where loading a writhing dorado, tuna 
or halibut hung on the end of a gaff 
can become downright dangerous. 
The high quality latches make sure 
the lids stay shut, whether that fish 
inside decides to erupt once or while 
negotiating rough offshore waters.

The manufacturer of Cobia Boats is 
Maverick Boat Group (MBG), formerly 
known as Maverick Boat Co., a privately 
held boat manufacturer in Fort Pierce, 
Florida. The company has been owned 
and operated since its origination 
in 1984 by the company’s founder. 
MBG is the builder and marketer of 
the Maverick, Hewes, Pathfinder and 
Cobia brands. In combination, the 
four brands make MBG one of the 

largest retailers of outboard saltwater 
fishing boats in the country. 

Cobia originated in 1955 and, 
prior to MBG’s purchase, established 
a reputation as a solid and well-built 
saltwater fishing boat. Upon purchasing 
Cobia, MBG immediately embarked on 
a mission to elevate the brand to an even 
higher standard in design, construction 
and performance equal to its Maverick, 
Hewes and Pathfinder lines, long-time 
market leaders in the premium flats 

Exclusive Private 6 Pack Charters  •  65 ft. Hatteras  •  18.5 Beam
3 Staterooms  •  4 Bathrooms  •  Spacious Salon  •  Galley – Private Chefs Welcome

Exclusive Private 
6 Pack Charters

 

danawharf.com/boardroom/          (949) 496-5794 ext. 2 for charters.

Catalina Lobster Trips until March  •  Local/Coastal Fishing
All Day fishing 5AM to 5PM  •  Catalina Island fishing Charter•  Whale Watching Charters

Located at Dana Wharf Sportfishing  •  Okuma sponsored Tackle

“The Boardroom”
With Captain Todd Mansur
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boat and bay boat segments. 
Today the Cobia brand consists of 

nine models ranging from 20 to 34 feet 
geared for offshore fishing enthusiasts. 
Every model is a ground up new design 
produced by MBG’s naval architect out 
of Virginia Beach, Virginia, with an 
emphasis on top-tier construction, big 
water performance and smart, fishing-
focused layouts that appeal to the 
discerning hardcore to family fisherman. 

Cobia/Yamaha 
a great choice

The 237 CC is one of Cobia’s most 
popular models, recognized by its 
wide beam for its length, 8 feet, 10 
inches by 23 feet, 7-inches, with 
ample cockpit room. While a larger 
proportional beam hurts a lot of boats 
in the running department, the 237’s 
large bow flare, fine forward entry and 
variable deadrise hull make it run like 
a longer boat. 

While idle or resting, it still 
maintains its goal of being a wide, 
stable platform that resists rolling 
from side to side. When outfitted with 

World-Class Rods 
for World-Class Fish!

� Stand Up Tuna Series
� Long-Range Series
� So. California Series
� Deckhand Series
� West Coast Series
� IGFA Regulation Series

395.5-pound yellowfin tuna caught by 
Dave Manella using a Calstar 655XXH 

rod blank aboard the Royal Polaris

Tackle Specialties, Inc • Gardena • 310-538-0535

TAILCHASERLURES.COM

Jet-Heads - Cedar Plugs - Feathers - Daisy Chains  
Predator/Prey Rigs - Spreader Rigs - Birds - Marlin Rigs 

Shark Rigs & Lures - Rods & Reels - Terminal Tackle

2110 S. Coast Highway #E • Oceanside • CA 92054
OPEN 7 DAYS   •   PacificCoast-BaitandTackle.com   •   760-439-3474

2110 S C

Now Carrying 
The New Cousins 

GG 95J-Mag

Handmade in the United States
Refined for superb performance

Limited lifetime warranty with Cousins Tackle Factory Service Plan

Largest Cousins Tackle Dealer in San Diego County!  
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twin F115 Yamaha outboards, it is a great 
choice for a family boat or for anyone 
who wants the incredible reliability. 

Yamaha performance data shows the 
package running at just over 27 mph at 
4,000 rpms and achieving 2.85 miles per 
gallon. With a 120-gallon fuel cell that 
translates into more than 340 miles of range, 
you get plenty enough to reach the tuna 
grounds. When it’s run-and-gun fishing, 
firing surface iron at fast moving schools, 
the 237 performs effortlessly and can top 
out at about 44 mph if you need it to. 

How they’re built
All Cobias are built in compliance 

with the American Boat Yacht Council, 
whose audited construction and safety 
standards are higher than those of the 
U.S. Coast Guard. Attention to detail at 
the factory is amazing. Note some of the 
protocol that takes place in constructing 
these fishing machines. 

The boats are 100 percent composite 
construction with no wood and are 
predominantly hand laid using various 
knitted and woven fiberglass and non-
absorptive PVC cores. Aluminum plates 
and other phenolic materials with 
similar screw retention characteristics are 
integrated into the laminates in areas for 
lasting grip of 316 stainless screws that 
fasten down everything from leaning 
posts and T-tops to lid hinges. 

Items such as rod holders, cleats and 
tow eyes are back-plated. All wiring 
harnesses are built in-house, utilizing 
cooper tinned-wire and Duetsch 
connectors with every wire labeled on 
both terminal ends. 

Such attention to detail and care in 
construction has been noticed by new 
Cobia buyers, who for the second year in 
row have awarded Cobia a Marine Industry 
Customer Satisfaction Index award for 
excellence in customer satisfaction. 

Cobia boats can be found here on 
the West Coast at Big Bay Yachts in San 
Diego, which can be reached at 
(619) 227-LIST (5478).    PcS(6(6(6( 191919))) ) 2222227-77 LILILISTSTST ( ( ((((((545454787878)).).)     PcS

949.721.1222
900 Bayside Drive • Newport Beach • CA 92660 • BaysideRestaurant.com 

Cioppino 
Fisherman’s Stew   

    cut into inch-long cubes

– SAUCE –
• 1/2 cup olive oil

• 3 cloves garlic, minced  • 1 teaspoon salt

• 2 cups red wine  • 2 cups tomato juice

Steam mussels (and clams, if using both) in a small amount of water (about a cup) until they 
just open. Set aside. Strain and reserve the cooking broth. Split the shrimp shells down the 

back and remove the black vein (you can shell the shrimps and de-vein them but
shell-on imparts more flavor; shell-off is easier to eat). 

In a deep 8-quart covered pot, sauté onions on medium heat in olive oil until soft. 
Add the garlic, sauté 1 minute more. Add tomatoes, broth from the mussels, red wine, tomato 
juice, fish or shellfish stock, the herb bouquet and salt and pepper to taste. Bring to a simmer 

and cook, uncovered, for 20 minutes. Remove herb bouquet. Taste and correct seasoning.
Add the fish and cook, covered, until the fish is just cooked through, about 3 to 5 minutes.
Add the steamed mussels and shrimp. Heat until shrimp are cooked (just 2-3 minutes, until 

they are bright pink). Do not overcook.
Serve in large bowls, shells included. Sprinkle with minced parsley. 

Serve with crusty French or Italian bread (shown served with grilled baguette with pesto). 

– Serves 8 –

Complimentary* 
Glass of 

House Wine
Complimentary* 
Glass of 

House Wine
with any entree purchase 

when you mention this recipe from 
Pacific Coast Sportfishing magazine

*offer good through 
June 2016
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Claim Your Own Moment of Fame… 
Send us your best shot and a brief description of who, what, 
where, when and with what.  Email: GKramer@PCSportfishing.com.

Best Shot
hit us with your

Tournament 
Time! 

There is nothing better than starting off the season 
with an annual guys' trip, fishing a tournament. Teams 
from Balboa Yacht Club and Newport Harbor Yacht Club 

competed in the annual Inter Club Challenge Tournament to 
battle for bragging rights! On board the Latitude, one of Scott 
Taylor's favorite things to do is waking up over at White's Cove 
and coming tight with a nice forkie before breakfast! 

Thank You PCS, 
     Scott Taylor      PcS

It’s 
Tuna Time!

Available at local tackle stores or at ...
getsomesports.com

at local tackle store

 Customizable 
• Change Colors To Suite The Conditions
• Change Sleeves To Change The Action

• The Jets Ensure It Stays Upright
• Designed To Pull Live Or Dead Baits 

• Best Smoke Trails On The Market

“Aerospace Technology With
Old World Craftsmanship” 

Sea Raider    
  Package 
      small 7” & 9”

Southern California’s       
                   Superstore

Come by and visit our 500 sq ft 
Shimano Showroom!

Stock full of all the latest rods, 
reels, lures, tackle bags, 

reel cases, footwear, 
headwear, tools, clothing & more. headwear, tools, cl

714-538-8010 
longfin123@aol.com    
2730 E. CHAPMAN AVENUE
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Take Your Kids Fishing? 
You Should!

Capture your memories and 
send them to our Copy Editor, 
GKramer@PCSportfishing.com 

and we'll share them with the PCS family.

Kids Catch

When you turn 8, it's time to 
go on your first fishing trip 

with your uncle and dad out in 
Dana Point.
It was a great day to take an adven-
ture out at sea and make some mem-
ories. Nico caught five bass and can't 
wait to cook them up! He can't wait 
to be back out in the boat to catch 
some more.
 

Nice catch, 
Nico Sardina!     PcS

Nice Catch

“Quality work you can trust”

WE KNOW 

Balboa Boat Yard

sportfishers
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JUNE 16–19 ...PROGRESSIVE  INSURANCE SAN DIEGO INTERNATIONAL BOAT SHOW 
at Sheraton Hotel & Marina, Harbor Island, San Diego. 
SanDiegoInternationalBoatShow.com.

Calendar

Want information about your club or organization’s activities published in PCS? 
Send information at least 60 days prior to event to: “Events Calendar” Pacific Coast Sportfishing, 
240 Newport Center Drive, Ste 205, Newport Beach, CA 92660 
Fax: 949-650-3459 or email Bill@PCSportfishing.com.

WHAT’S HAPPENING… WHEN… WHERE…

grounds brings excellent opportunities at all three species of marlin (blue, 
black and striped) as well as sailfish, tuna, wahoo and mahi-mahi, called 
dorado locally. Back inshore there are roosterfish, jacks, grouper and snapper. 
DATES: Registration July 29; fishing, July 30-31. ENTRY FEE: $600 per team of 
four. Up to six additional anglers may be added for $50 per angler. SPECIES: Do-
rado, tuna, wahoo, cubera snapper; Minimum weight 20 pounds. Sailfish, mar-
lin, roosterfish–release only. LINE: Maximum 30 pound test-Momoi Diamond 
line suggested. PRIZES: Trophies and merchandise will be awarded for: Heaviest 
Fish of Each Species-Most Releases of “Release” Species-Top Male Angler-Top Fe-
male Angler-Top Junior Angler. Visit preschallenge.com.

2016 ...BALBOA ANGLING CLUB UPCOMING TOURNAMENTS DATES
June 3-4 ....................... YSH - Awards Banquet on June 5
June 18 ......................... Junior Angler Tournament Begins
July 9 ........................... Newport Harbor Bay Bass Open - 
 Awards BBQ on July 10
July 22-23  .................... Helen Smith Offshore Tournament - 
 Awards Banquet on July 24
September 11 ..............  Junior Angler Tournament Ends - (Started June 18)
 Awards BBQ on October 9
September 14 .............. Master Angler Billfish Tournament 
 Kick-Off Dinner and Captain’s Meeting
September 16-17 ......... Master Angler Billfish Tournament
September 18 .............. Master Angler Billfish Tournament Awards Banquet
Read more: www.balboaanglingclub.org/activities/tournaments/a2016/

JULY 30-31 ...PRESIDENTIAL 
FLAMINGO FISHING RODEO 
in Flamingo, Costa Rica, is 
one of sportfishing’s most 
legendary destinations, 
an idyllic laid back beach 
community located in the 
Central American nation’s 
northern Pacific coast. A 
short run to the fishing 

THROUGH JUNE 6 ...EIGHTH ANNUAL YELLOWTAIL DERBY with yellowtail, white 
seabass and halibut divisions in San Diego. Entry fee is $80 per adult; early entry 
$60; $40 per junior (8 to 16 years of age) and includes Derby tee shirt. Private 
boaters, open party boats and kayaks allowed. Fish one to 37 days–recreational 
anglers only. Go to yellowtailderby.com.   

RANGE?

1-201-825-1400 (INT’L)
888888888888888888888888880000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000-------555555555555555555555555552222222222222222222222222266666666666666666666666666-------55555555555555555555555555333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333333300000000000000000000000000

 Available In 9 Sizes, 25-500 Gal.
 Gas Or Diesel Compatible
 Simply Unfold On-Deck & Fill
 Fully Collapsible, Easy Stowing
 In-Stock...WORLDWIDE Shipping

BOATBLADDERS.COMBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOOAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAATTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBBLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLLAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAADDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEERRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRRSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS CCCCCCCCCCC.C.C.C.C.C.COMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOMOM

AUXILIARY 
FUEL BLADDERS

DDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDee kckckckckckckckckckckckckckckckckckckc SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS S SSpapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapapp cececececececececececececececececece SSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS S SSavavavavavavavavavavavavavavavavava iinininininininininininininininininingggggggggggggggg g ggg DDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDeDee isisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisisis gngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngngnggg !!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!

We carry over 800 Swim Baits, 
Slugs, Curly Tails, Double Tails and 
Lead Heads from 1/8 oz. to 24 oz.

Plastic & 
Lead Heads

RECON

jigstop.com

THE JIG STOP
Dana Point, CA

(800) JIGSTOP • (949) 496-3555

Big Hammer

War Baits

And More!!
Our Selection Is

HUGE!HUGEE!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
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TIPS FROM THE ADVISORY PANEL: General Rules: (1)The best fishing times are one hour before and 

after the Hi and Lo slack tides. Fish generally feed more heavily during these times. (2) The degree of water 

movement also influences most fish feeding habits. Usually, the greater the degree of movement, the more 

aggressive the feeding. (3) Most agree that the best time to fish is between the new and full moon phase. 

ADJUSTMENTS: To find the times of high and low water for the area you plan to fish, add or subtract 
the number of minutes shown below to the times on the chart. Water levels vary as well, although only 
slightly in Southern California. In the Bay Area, variation is much greater, but the chart should still give 
you good idea of the days with the greatest tidal ranges.

TIDES & TIMES JUNE 
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4.5

4.0

3.6

       FT

0.8

1.0

1.1

1.3

1.6

1.8

2.1

2.4

2.5

2.6

2.3

1.9

1.4

1.6

1.8

1.9

2.0

2.1

2.1

2.2

2.3

2.5

2.5

2.5

2.3

1.7

1.3

1.5

FT

6

6.4

6.7

6.8

6.7

6.4

5.9

5.1

5.3

5.5

5.7

5.9

6

6

5.9

5.7

5.4

5.8

6.3

DAY

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

27

28

29

30

HIGH

12:22 AM

1:18 AM

2:25 AM

3:47 AM

5:13 AM

12:26 AM

1:27 AM

2:47 AM

4:22 AM

    LOW

1:14 AM

2:03 AM

2:51 AM

3:37 AM

4:24 AM

5:11 AM

5:59 AM

6:48 AM

7:39 AM

8:33 AM

9:28 AM

10:23 AM

11:14 AM

12:51 AM

1:35 AM

2:12 AM

2:46 AM

3:19 AM

3:51 AM

4:24 AM

4:58 AM

5:34 AM

6:12 AM

6:54 AM

7:39 AM

8:28 AM

9:23 AM

10:22 AM

12:06 AM

1:06 AM

FT

0.4

-0.3

-1.0

-1.4

-1.5

-1.5

-1.2

-0.9

-0.4

0.1

0.5

0.9

1.2

1.4

0.9

0.5

0.1

-0.2

-0.4

-0.5

-0.6

-0.6

-0.5

-0.3

0.0

0.4

0.7

1.1

1.0

0.3

HIGH

7:09 AM

8:09 AM

9:05 AM

9:58 AM

10:50 AM

11:42 AM

12:37 PM

1:36 PM

2:38 PM

3:41 PM

4:38 PM

5:27 PM

6:07 PM

6:28 AM

7:28 AM

8:17 AM

8:59 AM

9:38 AM

10:15 AM

10:52 AM

11:31 AM

12:12 PM

12:56 PM

1:44 PM

2:36 PM

3:30 PM

4:23 PM

5:15 PM

5:53 AM

7:10 AM

FT

4.0

4.2

4.3

4.3

4.3

4.2

4.1

4.1

4.1

4.2

4.4

4.6

4.8

3.4

3.4

3.5

3.6

3.7

3.7

3.8

3.8

3.9

3.9

4.0

4.2

4.5

4.9

5.4

3.6

3.7

LOW

12:47 PM

1:33 PM

2:18 PM

3:03 PM

3:49 PM

4:36 PM

5:28 PM

6:26 PM

7:37 PM

9:05 PM

10:38 PM

11:54 PM

12:00 PM

12:40 PM

1:16 PM

1:50 PM

2:23 PM

2:56 PM

3:30 PM

4:07 PM

4:48 PM

5:37 PM

6:37 PM

7:53 PM

9:24 PM

10:53 PM

11:21 AM

12:18 PM

SUNRISE

  5:43 AM

5:42 AM

5:46 AM

SUNSET

    7:58 PM

8:05 PM

8:07 PM

BUOYWEATHER.COM   /   FISHTRACK.COM
Everything you need to find fish...

LOS ANGELES TO
CRESCENT CITY
Ventura 
+:11
Santa Barbara 
+:22
Point Arguello 
+:43
Santa Cruz Island
+:24
Morro Bay 
+:55
Monterey 
+1:14

San Francisco
+2:22
Puenta Arena
+1:15
Cape Mendocino +2:05
Humboldt Bay
+2:17
Crescent City
+2:00

LOS ANGELES TO 
MANZINILLO, MEXICO
Newport Beach
-:08
San Diego
-:10
Ensenada 
-:17
San Carlos 
-:10
La Paz
+:38
Puerta Vallarta
+:21

Manzanillo
+:34

(TABLE BASED ON LOS 
ANGELES TIDES)

   HIGH

7:15 PM

7:56 PM

8:37 PM

9:19 PM

10:02 PM

10:47 PM

11:33 PM

6:41 PM

7:12 PM

7:42 PM

8:11 PM

8:41 PM

9:12 PM

9:44 PM

10:18 PM

10:56 PM

11:37 PM

6:04 PM

6:51 PM
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Aftco.........................................................30

Alaska Premier Sportfishing .......................77

All Tackle ................................................101

Aloha Spirit ...............................................56

American Maple ........................................43

American Marine Insurance .......................90

Angler’s Center .........................................38

Angler’s Choice .........................................75

Angler’s Tackle ..........................................88

AO Coolers ...............................................95

Aqualum .................................................113

AV Yacht Maintenance ...............................94

Baitmasters ...............................................42

Balboa Angling Club ..................................98

Balboa Boats ...........................................108

Batson Enterprises .....................................93

Baja Fish Gear ...........................................10

Best Fishing ........................................ 73, 97

Big Bay .....................................................89

Blade Tamer  .............................................48

Boardroom ..............................................103

Boat & Motor Mart ..................................112

Boat US ................................................7, BC

Bucket Grip ...............................................82

Buff ..........................................................37

Buoy Weather Fish Track ............................98

Calstar Star Rods/Tackle Specialties .........104

Channel Islands Sportfishing ......................64

CharkBait.com  ................................... 36, 82

Ciros .........................................................88

Coastside ................................................101

Code Group ..............................................47

Commander Sportfishing ...........................70

Costa ..........................................................4

Dana Wharf Sportfishing ...................... 67, 70

Davey’s Locker ...........................................65

Denali .......................................................84

Eclipse Sportfishing ...................................66

Eldorado Sportfishing ................................68

El Gato Dos ...............................................71

Fish and Fame ...........................................13

Fire Hatt ....................................................94

Fisherman’s Landing ..................................60

Fish House Charter ....................................76

Gamakatsu ...............................................35

Get Some Sports .....................................106

Grundéns .............................................14-15

Harry’s Marine Service .............................115

Helgren’s Sportfishing ................................69

Helmut’s Marine ........................................42

Hobie ........................................................29

IGFA .........................................................99

Intrepid .....................................................76

Izorline ......................................................85

JBDiveco ...................................................43

Jig Stop Tackle .........................................109

Josie Lynn Sportfishing ..............................70

Kozwel ....................................................103

Kusler .......................................................41

Legend Sportfishing .......................... 57

Legacy Lodge ................................... 83

Long Beach Sportfishing Berth 55 ..............62

Longfin, The ............................................106

Mag Bay ...................................................11

Mahi Tackle ...............................................81 

Marina Costabaja ......................................91

Melton ........................................................3

MTU .........................................................23

New Lo An ................................................68

Newport Dunes .........................................46

Oceanside 95 ............................................71

Options Sportfishing ..................................68

Pacific Coast Bait and Tackle ....................104

Pacific Dawn .............................................53

Pelagic ......................................................31

Penn ...........................................................2

Performance Tackle ..................................110

Picante......................................................49

Pierpoint Landing ......................................59

Powerstride Battery ...................................45

Queen Charlotte Safaris ...............................9

Raymarine .................................................19

Red Rooster III Sportfishing .......................48

Reliable Fishing Prods. ...............................22

Riviera ....................................................111

Royal Polaris .............................................63

Salt Life .....................................................21

San Pedro Bait Co. .....................................75

Sauerfish Charters .....................................61

Sav-On Tackle ............................................45

Sea Adventure II ........................................70

Seasons Sportfishing .................................58

Sea Star (The) ............................................55

Shogun Sportfishing ..................................61

SlipJack .....................................................39

SoCal Rod & Reel ......................................20

Stan Miller ................................................87

Suzuki ......................................................... 5

SWBA .......................................................95

Tackle Direct .............................................17

Tailchaser ................................................104

Terrafin ...................................................110

Top Shelf Marine Products .........................36

Tropic Star Lodge.......................................22

Wave Walker .............................................90

Wild Hooker ..............................................28

WONews Cabo Tuna Jackpot ...................107

Boat and Motor Mart
333 Kennedy St
Oakland, CA 94606
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COME OVER TO THE

BRIGHT SIDE

AQUALUMA.COM



Aztec 

Looking Astern

Great white sharks and their possible effect on the 
bluefin tuna population of Guadalupe Island was 
the subject of an interesting article in the June issue 

of this magazine. Jim Niemic reports that some fishermen 
believe an influx of sharks was responsible for shutting off a 
run of big bluefin that flourished in the 1980s. As he states, 
nobody knows for sure.
Disappearance of large tuna from 
Catalina waters was blamed on 
harassment by commercial seiners. 
My personal feeling is that the 
sharks had little to do with the 
departure of the bluefins. Heavy 
yellowfin tuna now appear in island 
waters. Are they less likely to be 
attacked by sharks? I doubt it. 

There were many large bigeye tuna 
at Guadalupe in 1948 when I first 
visited the area during a commercial 
albacore trip. We caught them, too, 
using the three-pole method. We 
also encountered some hefty tiger 
sharks when catching bait under a 

kelp paddy. Great whites 
definitely cruised island 
waters in 1950 when I 
dropped anchor there while 
chasing albacore in the 
commercial boat Westhills. 

It was evening, and 
the gin-clear water was 
glassy. A friend from a 
neighboring boat was 
paddling our way for a 
visit and some sea-stores 
cigarettes. A great white 
shark rose under his little 
dinghy, a terrifying sight. 

To the shark, the 

boat and splashing oars probably 
resembled a swimming elephant 
seal. Short oars churned the water 
to a froth as the tall dorsal fin 
cut the surface behind the tiny 
craft. The frightened visitor leapt 
aboard our boat and disappeared 
into the deckhouse while I 
retrieved the dropped oars and 
tied up the dinghy.

 Fascinated, I stared at the huge 
beast cruising slowly back and forth 
below the stern. Twice he rolled 
slightly to give me a chilling look 
with an opaque black eye. Preceded 
by pilot fish, the great predator was 
followed by a score of yellowtail, 
nudging and jostling, as is their 
way with sharks. Never forward of 
the dorsal, the forktails bumped 
and nipped at the rough, gray hide. 
Were they trying to drive the shark 
away, or rubbing off sea lice? I have 
seen this yellowtail behavior only 
twice since, both times near the 
Coronados, where the victims were 
large blue sharks. 

Our terrorized visitor did not 
return to his own vessel until the 
next morning. We transferred him by 
going alongside his boat when we got 
underway for the day’s fishing.  PcS

Guadalupe Addendum
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by ED RIES 1919-2011

We caught three-pole 
bigeye tuna near the 

island in 1948.

The author 
skippered the 

albacore chaser 
Westhills to Isla 

Guadalupe in 
1950.

Commercial 
albacore boats 

at Guadalupe 
Island.

A great white shark terrorized a friend in a dinghy 
while a school of yellowtail harrassed the shark.





Now TowBoatU.S. on the West Coast

VESSEL ASSIST
HAS A NEW NAME

OUR BOATS MAY HAVE A NEW LOOK AND NAME...but our 
Captains remain completely dedicated to helping boaters when they need 
assistance. Now, with over 30 ports on the West Coast, help is never far away.

1-800-888-4869 
BoatUS.com/towing

“The Only Thing That’s Changed is Our Name”


