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ON THE COVER:  An 1890s Kurz & Allison print dramatizes Colonel Robert G. Shaw’s death at Battery Wagner.
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a bounty of artillery projecticles 
excavated in the region.
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BAKER THE 
SCOUNDREL
Thank you for Julia 
Bricklin’s insightful arti-
cle on Lafayette Baker in 
the December issue. As I 
was researching and writ-
ing Backstage at the Lincoln 
Assassination, I kept ask-
ing myself: Would Baker 
really have bent the rules so far as to suborn testimony, pre-write and dictate 
testimony to witnesses and plant spies disguised as prisoners in Old Capitol 
Prison, as the evidence seemed to suggest? After reading this, I can’t help but 
conclude: Yeah, he probably would have. As Bricklin’s quote by General Pat-
rick points out, Baker apparently really was “capable of making any statement 
however false, & committing any act, however criminal and damag[ing to] the 
Public service to gratify his own passions.” What a scoundrel!
Thomas A. Bogar
Silver Spring, Md.

    Order early and get a  
SPECIAL BONUS GIFT 

 

 

In time for the holidays 

In a nation torn apart by Civil War, 
join these war-weary Rebels in their 

valiant struggle to return home.  
Three powerful tales of bravery and 

courage you will never forget. 

         

To order your Three Came Home set 
and bonus Last Chance book, or The 
Wartime Memoirs of Robert E. Lee, 
go to: threecamehome.com and use 
your credit card or PayPal account. 

Or send check or money order to:  
PO Box 1253, Banner Elk, NC  28604  

The award-winning trilogy  
Three Came Home  

– the perfect gift for the Civil 
War or history buff. 

Just in time for Christmas gift giving: 
The Wartime Memoirs 
     of Robert E. Lee.  

Also Hot off the Press! 

A gripping story of valor and 
survival during World War II  
and the Korean conflict.  

When you order the trilogy 
before December 1, we’ll 
send you a copy of our 
best-selling Last Chance,  
absolutely FREE!  

Read the memoir that  
General Lee was urged  
to write, but never got  
to finish. This historical  
re-creation has been well-researched 
from Lee’s own notes and letters, 
with insights and emotion that’s sure 
to captivate fans and historians alike. 

Holiday gift priced at only $25. 

Get yours today at the special 
holiday price of just $65 for all three. 

Personally autographed by the author 
on request. 

Lorena Sam Rutherford

THAT BIG CANNON
I’ve been an avid reader of Civil 
War history for many years, but I 
was unaware that a 20-inch caliber 
Rodman cannon was ever deployed. 
I would love to know more about the 
mechanisms used to move such an 
enormous artillery piece. I look for-
ward to future articles on technology, 
industry and the materiel of war!
Neil Donkersley
Tucson, Ariz.

MORE BATTLE FLAG  
COMMENTS
Readers are still responding
to the October cover story:

Thanks very much for the well- 
reasoned article on Confederate 
flags in the October 2015 issue. John 
Coski is a friend and a fine flag histo-
rian, especially of its postwar uses.

I was a bit chagrined, however, 
when the only Confederate flags 
shown for historical context were the 
three national flags and the Army of 
Northern Virginia battle flag. As a 

scholar of Civil War flags with over 
27 years of research under my belt, 
I can assure you that thousands of 
Confederate troops never fought 
under the “battle flag,” nor did they 
see one during the war.

In the Western and the Trans- 
Mississippi Theaters, for example, 
the three major battle flag patterns 
were blue and bore white moons, red 
crosses of St. George or red Latin 
crosses. At the Battles of Stones 
River and Chickamauga, based on 
the surviving flags and knowing what 
corps carried, the bulk of the Con-
federate flags were blue. For many 
Confederates at the latter battle, the 
first time they ever saw the “battle 
flag” was when they saw Longstreet’s 
Corps arrive and go into the fight.

In actuality, there is no such thing 
as the “Confederate battle flag.” 
Rather, there are more than 20 pat-
terns and subpatterns of battle flags, 
many quite unique and in no way 
resembling the Southern Cross borne 
by Lee’s army. Confederate flags are 
not as simple as many believe, and a 
number of patterns were used that 
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LAFAYETTE BAKER, THE NATION’S FIRST FEDERAL

 POLICE CHIEF, PLAYED ROUGH AND DIRTY
by Julia Bricklin

?MASTER SPY
SCOUNDREL

Among the many colorful characters thrust into the national 

spotlight during the war, few have as checkered—and confusing—a story as Lafay-

ette C. Baker, the vigilante-turned-detective appointed by Winfield Scott to head 

spying operations for the North. That agency, known as the National Detective 

Bureau, was the federal government’s first formal intelligence-gathering operation, 

and Baker had free rein in deciding how agents went about spying for the North 

and rooting out Confederate sympathizers. ¶ Fast forward a century to the 1960s, 

and Baker takes center stage in a controversial theory about a conspiracy to assas-

sinate Abraham Lincoln, headed by Secretary of State Edwin Stanton. Evidence 

of such a scheme was based on a welter of details and documents, with the core 

evidence being two coded messages in invisible ink—supposedly in Baker’s hand—

alluding to the plot and expressing fears for his life (see sidebar, P. 43). How 

might such a theory, now discredited, emerge? Consider the duplicitous tac-

tics Baker employed throughout his life.¶ Baker’s Washington, D.C., career began 

after Lincoln appointed Stanton secretary of war and Stanton hired the sleuth as a 

special provost marshal. Stanton, who shared Secretary of State William Seward’s 

passion for rooting out subversives, funded Baker in assembling a force to eradicate 

rebellion in the capital. But Stanton’s staunch anti-subversive stance and Baker’s 

thirst for respect and political power would prove to be an unhealthy union.
SHADY SLEUTH
Vigilante-turned- 
detective Lafayette 
C. Baker assembled a 
force of spies to help 
eradicate rebellion in 
Washington, D.C. 
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most Americans today would not 
recognize. The Confederacy also 
created the first official state flags, 
some of which also saw combat use. 
The concept of states having their 
own flags is postwar.

Hopefully at some point, your 
publication would consider running 
an article on these other flag pat-
terns. Some years ago you published 
a fine article on the patterns con-
sidered for the national flags, so you 
have been down this road before. 
Please keep up the fine work.
Greg Biggs
Clarksville, Tenn.

John Coski’s article was fair enough, 
but my issue is with your sidebar piece 
by Lars Prillaman, “An Inherited 
Sense of Loss.”

Mr. Prillaman should be apologiz-
ing to his ancestors, not for them, as 
he has done in this article. He should 
show pride in them, not shame. Place 
that Confederate battle flag back 
with your other memorabilia.
Jim Stephens
Oceanside, Calif.

SMALL FIGHT
I think the identity of the “Small 
Fight” quiz in the December issue 
was Ball’s Bluff in Loudoun County, 
Va., a short distance from Leesburg.

Too bad Leesburg’s Laurel Brigade 
Restaurant closed. My wife and I had 
many an enjoyable meal there.
Michael F. Weidl III
St. Louis, Mo.

Editor’s note: We received many 
responses to this quiz, which served as 
our thank you to Leesburg. After being 
based in Leesburg for many years (and 
having enjoyed an occasional Laurel 
Brigade lunch), CWT and its parent 
company, HistoryNet, recently moved 
to Tysons Corner, Va. 

WE WANT TO
HEAR FROM YOU !

e-mail us at
cwletters@historynet.com

or send letters to
Civil War Times, 1600 Tysons Blvd., 
Suite 1140, Tysons, VA  22102-4883
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A Rebel War Clerk’s Diary
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Edited by James I. Robertson, Jr.
608 pages, Cloth $50.00, Ebook $50.00

“John B. Jones has offered us one of the most enduring views of the 
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Office. With the deft guidance of James I. ‘Bud’ Robertson Jr. as editor, we 
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NEW YORK THREATENS TO

PAVE OVER THE PAST
Why would a western New York county 
vote to demolish an elaborate Civil War 
memorial to build a parking lot?
Budgetary woes, of course—exacerbated by the 
cost of remediating black mold and asbestos 
found in the octagonal Civil War Monument and 
Historical Building, problems that had led to the 
County Museum long housed there being relo-
cated some 10 years ago. The structure’s glass 
dome, a stand-out feature when the memorial 
was dedicated in 1914 to the soldiers and sail-
ors from the county, is long gone, and over the 
years water has infiltrated the building, resulting 

in damage that could cost as much as $1 million 
to repair. Still, things may be looking up for the 
memorial, located in the town of Little Valley, 
N.Y. Thanks to the efforts of preservationists like 
Mark H. Dunkelman, co-author of The Hardtack 
Regiment: An Illustrated History of the 154th 
Regiment, New York State Infantry Volunteers, 
as well as members of the Citizens Advocating 
Memorial Preservation and the Cattaraugus 
County American Legion, legislators have agreed 
to hold off on demolition until experts can 
assess the structure. To find out more, visit the 
C.A.M.P website: cattcomemorial.com.

� �
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W
E NO LONGER HAVE 

to depend on salt to preserve our food, as folks 

did during the 19th century. Much of the 

Confederacy’s salt during the war’s last half 

came from Florida’s Gulf coast, and the region’s salt workers were 

exempted from military service in order to keep supplies coming. 

One of this spring’s more unusual reenactments takes place on 

April 1-3 when Marine and Navy reenactors reproduce an assault 

launched by Union forces on Southern salt works at St. Andrews Bay 

in Panama City, Fla., on November 14, 1862. Visitors can get a look 

at functioning salt works, as well as demonstrations of amphibious 

landings, close order drill, the use of the boarding pike and cutlass 

drill. The vessel Governor Stone (a reproduction of USS Wartoopo) 

will be on hand, as well as reproduction steam and rowed launches. 

For more on this and other Florida reenactments, check out 

floridareenactorsonline.com. 

THE CONFEDERATE-

battle flag will soon disappear from Vir-
ginia and Maryland license plates. The 
Old Dominion DMV now produces a 
plate honoring the Sons of Confeder-
ate Veterans—but sans the flag. And 
Maryland officials were slated to begin 
recalling plates with the flag image after 
a judge agreed in October to lift a 1997 
injunction preventing the state from 
taking the special plates out of pro-
duction. The Washington Post reported 
Maryland Attorney General Brian 
Frosh as saying: “This flag is a painful 
symbol that divides us....It has no place 
in any contemporary government use.”

�

�

�
The old flag

never
touched the ground

— Sergeant William H. Carney of the 54th 
Massachusetts, who earned the Medal of Honor 

for his actions at Battery Wagner

Q U O T A B L E

WILL THE CONFEDERATE FLAG

DISAPPEAR
MIDATLANTIC ?

IN THE

Union Marines prepare to march off 
for the salt works during the 2011 
reenactment at Panama City, Fla.

FLORIDA REENACTORS PLAN

AMPHIBIOUS 

ASSAULT
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THE AMERICAN CIVIL WAR COLLECTION,
1860-1922: FROM THE AMERICAN ANTIQUARIAN SOCIETY

I
need to warn you upfront: This issue’s column is a bit of a tease. I 
usually tell you about free-access or low-cost websites and research 
tools, but access to the digitized “The American Civil War Collec-
tion, 1860-1922: From the American Antiquarian Society” requires 
a substantial institutional subscription. When you get a taste of this 
collection through this review, through the free-access blog posts at 

the website or by gaining full access at your local college or university library, I 
think you will understand why I believe it deserves your attention.

Founded in 1812, the American Antiquarian Society (AAS) in Worcester, 
Mass., is a research library and learned society with a mission to “collect, pre-
serve, and make accessible one of every item printed through 1876 in British 
North America, or what became the U.S., Canada, and the West Indies.” As they 
joke, “If we don’t have it, we want it!” The AAS’s “American Civil War Collec-
tion” contains 13,500 broadsides, lithographs, stenographs, books, sheet music, 
pamphlets, cartoons and poems—to list just a few of the categories—printed 

THE WAR ON THE NET

r e a d e x . c o m /c o nt e nt /a m e r i c a n - c iv i l - w a r -
c o l l e c t i o n - 1 8 6 0 - 1 9 2 2 - a m e r i c a n - 

a nt i qu a r i a n - s o c i e t y

between 1860 and 1922. This collection’s 
depth and breadth has made it invalu-
able to Civil War historians. 

In 2014 the AAS teamed with 
Readex—which has been providing 
primary source collections to research 
institutions for over 60 years—to digitize 
the AAS’s vast Civil War holdings. 
These include soldier manuals, political 
speeches and treatises, religious 
tracts and sermons, nursing memoirs, 
histories of the Civil War, medical 
reports, regimental histories, taxation 
records, reports on aid to soldiers and 
families, and much more. All items are 
presented in full, high-resolution color, 
and the collection is fully searchable by 
keyword.

To be clear, Readex is about half-
way through the process of digitizing 
the AAS’s Civil War Collection. Each 
month, the Readex Blog (readex.com/
blog) features a post highlighting some 
of the latest additions. These are free to 
the public and include images of some 
of the recently digitized materials.

If you’re in the Worcester area and 
have not yet visited the American Anti-
quarian Society, I hope you’ll do so. 
If you are many miles away, like me, I 
encourage you to see if your local college 
or university library offers access to this 
collection, which is revolutionizing our 
ability to think, teach and write about 
the American Civil War thanks to its vast 
collections and generous supporters.

—Susannah J. Ural

��

�A 44ACRE SECTION of the Antie-
tam battleground, near the Cornfield, 
remained in private hands and could 
have been developed until this summer, 
when the Civil War Trust purchased the 
key tract from owner Lilli Wilson for 
$575,000. CWT spokesman Jim Campi 
announced at a news conference in 
September that the Trust also managed 
to acquire two additional parcels in the 
battlefield’s central section. 

“The
Bloodiest
Ground
on the

Bloodiest
Day”

�
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Quiz
SACRED GROUND
BATTLE OF WILSON’S CREEK
SOLDIER FINALLY BURIED

It doesn’t really matter which side 
he fought on: The remains of an 
unidentified warrior found—and 
appropriated—by a Wilson’s 
Creek National Battlefield visi-
tor deserved a proper burial. The 
soldier finally received his due on 
October 17, 2015, four years after 
his bones were found. The visitor 
who took the bones after spotting 
them sticking out of an embank-
ment handed them over to the 
NPS 10 days later. And though 
he could have been imprisoned 
for up to two years and fined up 
to $20,000 for his actions, in the 
end he paid just $5,351 in restitu-
tion, funds used to restore the site. 

Since then, the NPS located 
more of the remains, as well as 
machine-tooled buttons of a type 
used by mounted troops for instep 
tabs—which seems to indicate he 
was a mounted soldier, though 
whether he was a Northerner or 
Southerner remains unknown. 
On hand for the burial cer-
emony at Missouri’s Springfield 
National Cemetery last fall were 
both Confederate and Union 
reenactors, as well as Black Rose 
Society member Janet Sing, who 
was dressed in period mourning 
attire and brought a red rose for 
the grave. Though the Black Rose 
Society was founded to honor 
fallen Southerners, Sing empha-
sized that the Wilson’s Creek 
casualty deserved to be honored 
regardless of who he fought for. 
She was quoted in a local news-
paper as saying, “He was a soldier 
and he gave his life.” 

�

NAME THIS LOCATION
and send your answer via e-mail 

to DShoaf@history net.com or via regular 
mail (1600 Tysons Blvd., Suite 1140, Tysons, 
VA, 22102-4883) marked “Out West.” 
The first correct answer will win a book.

Congratulations to last issue’s winners, 
Dennis Urban, Knoxville, Tenn. (email),  
and Michael Bamford, Newburyport, Mass. 
(mail), who correctly identified the October 
1861 Ball’s Bluff battlefield.
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GENERAL GRANT’S
MILITARY FAMILY
EVERY GENERAL NEEDED STAFF OFFICERS 
to help him carry out his orders, oversee his command and record his activities. Those 
officers carried the weight of their commander’s rank as they went about the work of 
transmitting his wishes. ¶ After Lt. Gen. Ulysses S. Grant assumed command of all the 
United States’ armies in 1864, Lt. Col. Horace Porter, one of his aides-de-camp, stated 
that Grant was responsible for 21 infantry corps and more than 500,000 troops. Grant 
selected a staff of 14 officers, which Porter claimed was “not larger than that of some 
Division commanders,” to help him in this daunting task. Those select men huddled with 
Grant during strategy sessions and spent countless hours in the saddle, ensuring that their 
commander’s dictates were followed. ¶ In this image, taken near Cold Harbor, Va., during 
the Overland Campaign, not every member of Grant’s staff is present. Porter, for exam-
ple, is not in the photo. Not all the officers were identified in the original image, held at 
the National Archives, and some of the identifications provided were actually incorrect. 
 

6
1

Lt. Col.
Frederick 
T. Dent,

aide-de-camp
and the 

commander’s 
brother-in-law

2
Brig. Gen. 

John A. 
Rawlins, 

Chief of Staff

3
Lt. Col. 

William Duff, 
Chief of 
Artillery

Capt. 
Peter 

Hudson,  
aide-de-

camp

4
Lt. Col. 

Adam Badeau, 
Military 

Secretary

5
Lt. Gen. 

Ulysses S. 
Grant
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7

Lt. Col. 
Theodore 
S. Bowers, 

Asst. 
Adjutant 
General

8
Brig. Gen. 

John G. 
Barnard, 

Chief 
Engineer

9

Captain 
Henry W. 

Janes, Asst. 
Quartermaster

10
Colonel Ely 

S. Parker, 
Asst. 

Adjutant 
General

11
Lt. Col. 

Orville E. 
Babcock, 

 aide-de-camp

12
Lt. William 
M. Dunn, 
aide-de-

camp

13
Capt. 

Frederick 
R. Munter, 
Prussian 
observer
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ALL MY CLASSES AND OTHER PRESENTATIONS 
combine attention to both history and historical memory. I push students to master what actually happened, 
while also showing that successive generations often recall and interpret historical events and personalities in 
starkly different ways. Memory often trumps reality, I emphasize, because people act on what they perceive 
to be the truth, however flawed that perception. For my Civil War–related courses, I have splendid materials 
at hand to illustrate the power of memory. Students view films (always outside class time) to gauge how 
Hollywood has interpreted the past, writing papers that compare celluloid treatments to assigned readings 
and my lectures. I also conduct optional tours of various battlefields and other historic sites, where we use 
monuments to discuss how, and why, Americans have created conflicting versions of what transpired.

I have addressed the disjuncture between history and memory in a few earlier columns, including a pair 
devoted to how Lost Cause writers and later enthusiasts sought to remove slavery as the bedrock of the 
Confederacy (April 2009, April 2015) and one about the remarkable erosion of U.S. Grant’s reputation in 
the middle decades of the 20th century (December 2009). That anyone could separate the Confederacy from 
slavery or interpret Grant as anything but a gifted soldier and widely hailed Union hero speaks to the power 
of memory to obscure reality.

Gettysburg affords striking instances of the same phenomenon. Most obviously, the battle has become 
entrenched in the popular imagination as the war’s great turning point. This makes sense on one level because 
we know it was the conflict’s bloodiest battle, the last time a major Rebel army invaded the United States, and 
the occasion for Abraham Lincoln’s tribute to Union dead in November 1863. Yet Gettysburg, though by any 
yardstick an important event, was not considered decisive in breaking the rebellion. Indeed, Vicksburg’s sur-
render loomed larger in the summer of 1863, and many in the U.S., including Lincoln, saw the Pennsylvania 
campaign as a lost op  portunity to de  liver a crippling blow to the most im  portant Confed erate army. As for the 

FLAWED MEMORY
WHY WE DON’T RECALL THE SAME PAST

By Gary W. Gallagher

FALSE PERSPECTIVE
Union Brig. Gen. Gouverneur K. Warren—
who is memorialized atop Gettysburg’s 
Little Round Top—is remembered by 
some as the hero of July 2.   
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Gettysburg Address, virtually no one 
paid more than cursory attention dur- 
ing the war (the scene in Steven 
Spielberg’s Lincoln showing Union 
soldiers quoting the speech to the 
presi  dent is laughably anachronistic). 
Had anyone polled people in the U.S. 
and the Confederacy in the summer 
of 1864, virtually none would have 
pronounced Union victory assured 
because of Gettysburg.

Yet evidence of Gettysburg’s su- 
premacy in our historical imagination 
abounds. For example, a special issue 
of USA Today termed Gettysburg “a 
hallowed event…a hinge of fate” that 
represented “both the high point of 
Confederate hopes and the turning 
point that led to eventual Union vic-
tory.” Thus did USA Today help sus-
tain a hoary distortion propped up 
by Michael Shaara’s novel The Killer 
Angels, Ken Burns’ The Civil War 
and Ron Maxwell’s Gettysburg. In an 
amusing twist, the 2012 film Abra-
ham Lincoln Vampire Hunter offers 
Gettysburg as not only the war’s most 
important battle but also its last.

Perceptions regarding Joshua L. 
Chamberlain’s role at Gettysburg also 
illuminate the vagaries of historical 
memory. As a young person during 
the Centennial, I considered Gouver-
neur K. Warren the hero of Little 
Round Top. The dust jacket of my 
treasured copy of The American 
Heritage Picture History of the Civil 
War featured a photo of Warren’s 
statue at Gettysburg, and Bruce 
Catton’s text credited the New Yorker 
with placing troops that “saved Little 
Round Top.” Similarly, my copy of 
Frederick Tilberg’s Gettysburg, the 
NPS handbook first published in 
1954 and revised in 1962, included a 
section titled “Warren Saves Little 
Round Top.” Neither publication 
mentioned Chamberlain. Neither did 
W.C. Storrick’s Gettysburg: The Place, 
The Battles, The Outcome (1932), 
aimed at tourists and written by a 
retired superintendent of guides at 
the battlefield. For these authors, 
Warren stood first at Little Round 
Top, with cameos by brigade com-
manders Stephen H. Weed and Strong 

Vincent, colonel of the 140th New 
York Infantry Patrick H. O’Rorke 
and artillerist Charles E. Hazlett.

Thanks in large measure to Shaara, 
Burns and Maxwell, Chamberlain 
now enjoys a position in popular cul-
ture near the front rank of all Union 
military heroes—not just those at 
Gettysburg. Events and characters 
prominent in Burns’ series and Max-
well’s adaptations of The Killer Angels 
and Jeff Shaara’s novel Gods and 
Generals have received considerable 
attention from artists, underscoring 
the power of TV and films to shape 
the popular marketplace. A subject 
of no importance in post–Civil War 
artworks, Chamberlain became the 
most-painted Union military officer 
between the 1990s and early 21st 
century; indeed, he and other Federal 
commanders at Gettysburg account 
for a significant proportion of all 
artworks on Union topics. In a few 
instances, figures in paintings resem-
ble the actors in Maxwell’s Gettysburg 
as much as the historical figures they 
represent. Chamberlain’s ascendancy 
in the world of art, I think it safe to 
say, would strike William T. Sherman 
or Philip H. Sheridan as odd. 

None of this is meant to depre-
cate Chamberlain’s service or abilities. 
He performed admirably at Gettys-
burg, but his efforts did not stand 
out among other competent regi- 
mental leaders. Chamberlain and his 
20th Maine did nothing on Little 
Round Top to exceed what Colonel 
David Ireland and his 137th New 
York ac  complished on Culp’s Hill on 
July 2. Each successfully held one 
end of the Union line (though Ire-
land’s men faced far more Rebels), 
yet almost no one beyond a circle of 
Gettysburg specialists knows any-
thing about Ireland.

The next students who enroll 
in my Civil War course will reflect 
how various memory traditions have 
shaped their thinking about the war. 
As always, I will hope that a semes-
ter’s work equips them to engage the 
vast complexity of the conflict with 
a sense of how history and memory 
often lead down different paths. ✯800.826.8911   Fax: 888.617.2421

www.tamupress.com

New Book

CONFEDERATE SABOTEURS
Building the Hunley and Other 
Secret Weapons of the Civil War
Mark K. Ragan
Submarine expert and nautical 
historian Ragan presents the untold 
story of the Singer Secret Service 
Corps, which developed and 
deployed submarines, underwater 
weaponry, and explosive devices 
against the Union.
398 pp. 51 b&w photos. Bib. Index. $35.00 cloth

“. . . a compelling look and insightful 
history of the intrigue surrounding 
the Singer family and their 
secretive espionage operations for 
the Confederacy during the Civil 
War. Ragan reveals a new level of 
submarine warfare to conspiracy 
buffs . . . nonfiction at its best.”

—CLIVE CUSSLER, American adventure 
novelist and founder of the National 
Underwater and Marine Agency
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SAILORS SPENT MOST OF THEIR 
time tightening ropes and stoking boilers, but when the ship’s bell sounded battle 

stations, and on the rare occasions when sailors boarded an enemy ship or repelled attack-
ers, they could use the unusual weapons pictured here. On Janu ary 1, 1863, for example, 
Confederates boarded USS Harriet Lane in Galveston Bay, killing or wounding 21 Union 
sailors, though gunfire caused most of the carnage. By the Spanish-American War, pow-
erful warship armament and sleek, metal hulls had rendered navy blades nearly obsolete.

SEAFARING SWORD

NAVY
BLADES

4
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The Model 1860 U.S. Navy cutlass was the standard blade of seamen in blue. 
Its large brass guard protected the user’s hand from counterthrusts.

AN AX WITH BITE
The point of this U.S. Navy boarding ax could be used to pick hot shot out of wooden timbers 
or help an attacking sailor climb up a wooden hull. Its “teeth” were used to catch and drag 
rigging rope slashed by the sharp blade. Some axes had a hammer poll in place of the pick.

ROMAN LEGACY
This Confederate naval sword was 
copied from the U.S. Model 1832 
foot artillery sword, which was 
copied from the French Model 
1816 foot artillery sword itself,  
copied from the gladius used by  
Roman legions.

ODD HYBRID
The Federal Navy purchased 150 cutlass pistols in 1837 
for $17.50 each. These clumsy weapons never proved very 
popular, though a few were still in use when the war began. 
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COAL’S IMPACT ON 
THE CIVIL WAR 
isn’t where Peter Shulman’s interest began, 
but that’s where his research on the his tory 
of U.S. energy led him. In his new book 
Coal and Empire: The Birth of Energy Securi-
ty in Industrial America, Shulman, an asso-
ciate professor of history at Case Western 
University in Cleveland, outlines the mo-
ment when coal became paramount to U.S.  
defense interests: the Civil War. Steam- 

powered vessels came on the scene in the 1850s, increasing the need 
for coal to power them. When the war started, coal would play a big 
role in determining the relative advantages of the U.S. Navy.

COAL
CALCULATIONS

STOKED
USS Mahopac, 
stationed on the 
James River in 
1864, carried up to 
150 tons of coal.

CWT: Tell us about coal before the Civil War.
PS: In the 19th century, oil was a footnote to 
coal, and they were already talking about coal 
as a geostrategic commodity for naval war-
fare. The U.S. government was beginning to 
build naval warships and also, much less well 
known, mail steamships. These vessels had a 
problem when it came to sea transportation 
and long-distance transoceanic sailing. 

CWT: What was the problem? 
PS: Even if the U.S. had lots of coal in Penn-
sylvania, it was no small feat to get that coal 
to, for example, China or Southeast Asia or 
anywhere else very distant where Americans 
might want to go to trade. It was very expen-
sive, and it might take six to nine months. 
It was a very complicated process, so they 
wanted to see if they could secure fuel closer 
to where they would want to buy it.

CWT: You mention a failed project involving 
coal mining in Central America.
PS: I open the story with Ambrose Thomp-
son, a speculator who was looking to get rich 
quick in this new world that steam offered. 
When Lincoln gets elected, Thompson 

with Peter Shulman
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approaches him to say, let’s try to 
have this coal mine, the Navy is in the 
Caribbean, and you’re trying to catch 
these blockade runners and trying to 
keep a blockade of Southern cot-
ton ports, so you need coal. Lincoln 
listens to his advisers, and slowly the 
project gets focused on colonization.

CWT: How would it work?
PS: He’s thinking this is how we 
will solve the problem: Send freed 
blacks or emancipated slaves to live 
somewhere else. He comes to think 
the proposed coal mining project 
in Chiriquí [in Central America] 
would be a perfect place to send large 
numbers of freed slaves or otherwise 
freed blacks. The proposal never 
takes off, but helps buy time for the 
Emancipation Proclamation process 
to unfold and get more support as the 
war dragged on. It was illuminating to 
see how much this story of coloniza-
tion was also a story about industrial 
power, involving steam power and the 
new constraints on a steam navy.

CWT: What happens in the war?
PS: The Union Navy doesn’t really 
need the coal [from Chiriquí], 
because production in Pennsylvania 
grew dramatically. Over the course of 
the war, the Navy sets up an office to 
coordinate purchases with the largest 
suppliers of coal, developing com-
mercial vessels that could send the 
fuel out to wherever the Union Navy 
needed it for the blockade, and over 
the course of the war it made further 
inroads into the Southern ports to 
open up places to deliver coal.

CWT: Explain the labor situation 
in Pennsylvania’s coal country.
PS: Coal mining was enormously 
labor intensive. Many of the miners 
in Pennsylvania were from immigrant 
communities, were often committed 
Democrats and among the least likely 
to support the Union prosecution of 
the war. They were not necessarily 
pro-Confederacy, but they felt they 
were being exploited. So when Union 
recruiters say your district is respon-

sible for supplying so many volun-
teers, the mining families were not 
particularly obliging. It did present 
a big concern to the Union Army: 
Were these miners going to sabotage? 
What if they went on strike? Would 
we have enough fuel to keep fighting 
the war? Union officials remained in 
coal country throughout the war, and 
there was fudging of the recruitment 
numbers. They let these communities 
off the hook on some level, which 
strategically was probably a pretty 
good idea.

CWT: How did Confederates handle 
their need for coal?
PS: Going through receipts confis-
cated from the Confederate Army, we 
found as the war ground on, by 1863 
or so, they were buying coal of very 
poor quality that was largely produced 
in the South in very small quantities. 
The bulk of the purchases ended up 
being for wood—they were just chop-
ping down forests to get fuel, and 
the Confederate government tried to 
encourage development of coal mines, 
yet they ran into all sorts of problems.

CWT: What kind of problems?
PS: The labor that would mine them 
would presumably be slaves, and it 
was hard to find slaveowners who 
would let their people do that, given 
the pressure they were under.   

CWT: What do you think Robert 
E. Lee wanted when he invaded 
Pennsylvania?
PS: One way of thinking about his 

campaign is what were other people 
thinking he was doing. What was 
the concern in the North? What was 
the concern in the South? You see 
people saying his target must be the 
coal mines. There was an expectation 
among some in the South that he 
might set fire to the mines in east-
ern Pennsylvania. Once a coal mine 
catches fire, it can burn for years. It 
would really disable Northern indus-
try. Again it gets back to the North-
ern prosecution of the war being 
industrial, dependent on fossil fuel. If 
that were disabled, it would cripple 
the war effort in ways that winning 
any number of battles simply couldn’t.

CWT: There was something of simi-
lar value in Chattanooga. 
PS: Tennessee had some coal mines, 
and once the Union took Chatta-
nooga, that was a big loss for the 
Confederacy because it cut off the 
coast and the Southern rivers from 
access to those mines. That loss 
helped precipitate the office in the 
Confederate navy’s office of Orders 
and Detail that was established to 
stimu late production in other places 
like North Carolina and Alabama. It 
was ultimately very unsuccessful. 

CWT: Explain how anthracite coal 
offered a strategic naval advantage.
PS: Different kinds of coal have 
different features. If you are a sailing 
ship, you can’t necessarily be seen at a 
distance, but if you are a coaling ves-
sel, the smoke can be a dead giveaway, 
which could be a problem in combat. 
All the coal the Navy had from east-
ern Pennsylvania was anthracite coal, 
which makes much less smoke than 
the more common bituminous coal. 

CWT: So the North had a tremen-
dous resource advantage. 
PS: The war was run with the 
expectation that the Union could ask 
Pennsylvania for 100,000 tons of coal. 
That’s a lot of coal in 1863.

Interview conducted by Senior Editor 
Sarah Richardson

IF THE MINERS WENT

ON STRIKE,
WOULD WE HAVE
ENOUGH FUEL
TO KEEP FIGHTING

THE WAR?

�
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SCHOLAR KEITH BOHANNON WAS AT 

the Gettysburg National Military Park Library two years ago, digging through a file devoted to the 2nd 

Georgia Infantry, when he found a misfiled account detailing the battle for Battery Wagner and the burial 

of 54th Massachusetts Colonel Robert G. Shaw written by Captain John F. Lewis of the 32nd Georgia, 

the regiment that buried Shaw (P. 26). As Bohannon was continuing research for his article in this issue, 

he read two letters written in 1915 by Colonel George P. Harrison of the 32nd Georgia to a former 

Union Army surgeon, Burt G. Wilder, held in the B.G. Wilder Papers in the Cornell University Special 

Collections. One of Harrison’s letters mentioned that he had discussed Shaw’s burial with a Boston Herald 

reporter. And that led Bohannon to search a digitized newspaper database, where he managed to uncover 

the resulting Herald article, excerpts of which appear in print in this issue for the first time since the account 

was originally published. ¶ Recently author John Hoptak came across another long-hidden source of new 

information on the war—in an even more unexpected setting. Imagine opening an old desk left behind in 

a demolished building and discovering a treasure trove of Civil War documents (P. 56). That serendipitous 

find led to Hoptak’s obtaining a wealth of new information about a regiment he has spent much of his life 

studying, including a receipt (above) for Yuengling beer. ¶ It might seem surprising that we’re still learning 

new things about the war given the volume of existing scholarship. But new materials can pop up in the 

most unexpected places, and here at Civil War Times we’re always gratified when researchers who make 

those discoveries are willing to share them with our readers, to expand knowledge of the conflict. –D.B.S.

DISCOVERIES
FROM BURIALS TO BREWERIES
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Civil War Times readers are undoubtedly familiar with the 

1989 film Glory, which follows the career of Colonel Robert 

Gould Shaw and the African-American soldiers who served 

with him in the 54th Massachusetts Infantry. The movie’s  

final sequence depicts the 54th and other Union regiments 

assaulting Battery Wagner, on Morris Island, S.C., and the 

struggle’s tragic aftermath. The following rare Confederate 

accounts from members of the 32nd Georgia Infantry, 

reprinted here—with minimal editing—for the first time 

since their original publication early in the 20th century, 

describe the battle and Colonel Shaw’s burial.  

The war in their words

‘FOLLOW ME!’
Colonel Robert Gould 
Shaw (above) leads 
the men of the 54th 
Massachusetts Infantry 
up the bullet-swept 
ramparts of Battery 
Wagner on July 18, 1863 
(opposite).

Confederates boasted
they buried Colonel
Robert Shaw
with his ‘negro troops’
at Battery Wagner

BY Keith S. Bohannon

It Was Fit and
Proper That 

With Them
He Be Buried

‘

’
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B
attery Wagner…was a small well made 
stockade built of pine logs, covered 
with sand. The firing grew in inten-
sity and rapidity, the livelong day, 

constantly increasing the fury until the setting sun shone 
against a heavy cloud of smoke from the burning shells 
that hovered over the little sand fort.

Just at that time the firing suddenly ceased, and the 
columns of blue lines of Federal infantry were seen 
approaching from the south end of Morris Island. As soon 
as the cannonading had ceased, Gen. Talifario [William B. 
Taliaferro], who was in command of the fort, [was] rushing 
every man to the parapet, for the anticipated assault.

In a few minutes the Federal lines, 9000 strong, were 
assaulting the ramparts. They were received by about 1500 
troops of North Carolina, South Carolina, and Georgia 
regiments. The onslaught was vigorous, furious and terrific 
for one hour, and victory seemed to hang in even balance 
for a longer time. But finally the Federals retreated after 
forcing the Confederates into their bomb proofs, leaving 
150 drunken soldiers lying on the parapet near the left 
wing of the fort. Gen. Talifario called for ten volunteers 
to dislodge that ambuscade of 150 Federals, but no sooner 
had they appeared on the campus [sic] than they were shot 
down. The General then called for thirty volunteers, who 
suffered the same after. At that moment a regiment arrived 
from Charleston and the 150 surrendered. That closed the 
deadly conflict of the night.

[text missing]…feet deep in water and in lay several 
hundred dead Federals. Sunday morning dawned bright 
and beautiful with Co “I,” 32d Ga. Regt. on guard in front 
where the dead and dying lay thick on every hand. The 
white flag announced a truce, and the work of burying the 
dead was begun and lasted the entire day. Corporal Whitt 
[Whitfield B.] Holloway of Co. I was in charge of the 
burying squad. He found the body of Major [sic] Shaw, 
Federal officer, on top of the parapet within twenty feet of 
our 12 pounder. 

Around him lay the bodies of two negro sergeants and 
two negro corporals…. When Corporal Holloway came 
to bury him he remarked: “Yes, you have been over these 
negroes; I will now put the negroes over you,” and so say-
ing he dumped Shaw’s body into the bottom of the grave 
and piled the negroes on top and covered them up. A flag 
of truce was sent for the body, but the commanding officer 
refused to give it up. 

Monday morning the 19th of July, the usual bombard-
ment was resumed, the Confederate gunners replying. 
About noon a 15-inch shell from a monitor struck the 
parapet on the east side, bounded and rolled over the fort 
along the sally port, bursted in about twenty feet of where 
Gen. [ Johnson Hagood] was sitting with his staff standing 
around him. The staff scampered in every direction. The 
writer was sitting in the door of the bomb proof about 
eight feet in front of the General and was looking directly 
at him. He never batted his eye or moved a muscle. He was 
a handsome man, small of statue, with a mild blue eye. The 
writer was cogitating upon the character and manner of 
man the General was, and had about concluded he must be 
a good man, possibly a minister of the gospel, when a large, 
burly, red headed lieutenant came running with his hat off 
into the sallyport and stopped just in front of the General, 
remarking as he did: “I God’s it’s too hot up there.” The 
General looked up at the lieutenant and asked of him. 
“Where are your men?” The lieutenant replied, “They 
are up there.” The General said to him: “Well, go back to 
them,” in a mild, pleasant tone. The lieutenant began to 
make some excuse when the General rose to his feet and in 
a very commanding tone said: “I say go back,” and he went 
in a hurry.

The shell had wounded some six or seven men, and 
among them was a sergeant, who was working in the 
columbiad, tearing him [text missing] him any good. The 
sergeant looked around, saw one of his battery men and 
said to him. “Go and tell Captain to come here.” Soon the 
Captain came to his side, when the sergeant said: “Cap-

Captain John Ferrell Lewis

John Ferrell Lewis, a former captain in the 32nd Georgia, related his memo-

ries of Battery Wagner in a letter to an unidentified newspaper in June 1904. 

Lewis’ article, found in the 2nd Georgia Regiment unit file in the library of Gettys-

burg National Military Park, provides some additional details about the occupation 

of the battery by the Confederates in the immediate aftermath of the failed 

assault. After a punishing siege that lasted throughout the rest of July and August, 

the Confederates finally evacuated Wagner on the night of September 6-7, 1863. 
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tain, I have been killed; I know it. I have not grunted and 
I do not intend to, but this old doctor insisted on probing 
into my wound and hurting me when I know he can do 
me no good and I want you to protect me.” The surgeon 
ranked the Captain, and he could give him no orders, but 
he pulled his pistol from his belt and dropped it by the 
sergeant’s side and walked away. The sergeant picked up 
the pistol and said “Now, doctor, you may go away.” The 
surgeon left the wounded man to his fate and he died 
before sundown.

The Confederates lost seventy-five killed and 150 
wounded in the fight. It was estimated that there [were]
buried 1500 Federals in the grounds. Co. “I” lost its first 

man at Battery Wagner, Corporal David R. Harris, a noble 
boy just in his majority. The company being relieved from 
duty, had made their beds against the parapet, their heads 
to the walls [and] just after retiring a piece of shell passing 
over the fort burst, and a piece of the shell flew backward 
and struck young Harris in the breast killing him instantly.

The Keokuk was disabled by the Confederate shot, and 
one monitor was struck seventy-eight times and another 
sixty-seven times.

Captain John F. Lewis,
Co “I” 32nd Ga. ex Confederate Regiment
Midland, Texas, June 17th, 1904.

‘ “YES, YOU HAVE BEEN OVER

THESE NEGROES;
I WILL NOW PUT THE
NEGROES OVER YOU” ’

DEATH ON THE SHORE
On the morning of July 19, scores 
of Union casualties lay where they 
had fallen the evening before, on 
Morris Island’s southern end.
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B
attery Wagner, or Fort Wagner as the 
federals called it, where Col. [Robert 
G.] Shaw was killed,” said the general, 
stood at the narrowest part of Mor-

ris Island in Charleston harbor, where the width was not 
above 125 yards. The federals had Folly island hard by and 
most of Morris island itself. On the 18th of July, as I recall, 
700 or 800 of the biggest guns in the United States navy, 
and shore batteries besides, had been bombarding battery 
Wagner all day long. There wasn’t a tree or a blade of grass 
on the island, nor was there a drop of fresh water. Toward 
evening one of our signalmen, who had served as signal-
man in the United States army before the war, intercepted 
a federal signal, which read: “Rely upon your bayonets, 
and save your ammunition.” Gen. Taliaferro, in command 
of the fort, knew that meant an assault that evening with 
the bayonet, and he ordered me from a neighboring island 
[ James Island] to hasten over with the 32d Georgia infan-
try, of which I was the colonel.

We had to wait until after dark to steam over because 
the federals would have sunk us by daylight. I landed at 
Cummin[g]s Point, and as I entered the sallyport of bat-
tery Wagner I met the officer who had built the stronghold 
and learned that the federals had captured one bastion in 
the first assault. “Follow me,” he said, “and we’ll retake it.” 
We followed him round the moat, which was 15 feet wide 
and eight feet deep, and climbing the bastion by which 
the federals had entered, we opened fire on them. Most of 
their men had already withdrawn and their officers and a 
handful of privates surrendered to our superior force…. 

About midnight I was ordered to the rifle pits, 300 
yards farther forward, and we walked over the moat almost 
at a level with the lower edge of the bastion because it 
was choked with dead and wounded men. As we marched 
out to the rifle pits we heard nothing but the groans and 
cries of the wounded and dying. Suddenly, to my aston-
ishment, some of my men and officers broke from the 
ranks, rushed over to a wounded federal, lifted him up and 

Col.onel George Paul Harrison Jr.

The account by Colonel George Paul Harrison Jr. (pictured below) of 

the 32nd Georgia appeared in the September 1, 1911, issue of the Boston Herald. A 

prominent Alabama politician and lawyer, Harrison was in Boston at a convention 

of the American Bar Association when he related his memories of what happened 

in July 1863 at Battery Wagner. Harrison’s regiment had arrived near the end of the 

battle for Wagner, after the attacking Federals had been repulsed, to find the enemy 

occupying the battery’s southeastern salient. Several companies of the 32nd “moved 

along the parapet to the left and on top of the 

magazine” to get to the rear of the Federals. When 

the Georgians “dashed upon the bomb-proofs 

and prepared to wipe out every vestige of the 

remaining foe,” some 94 Federals surrendered. ¶ 

Harrison’s account hints at the deep anger the 

Confederates felt at the idea of fighting black 

troops. In a private letter written four years 

after the Boston interview, now in the B.G. 

Wilder Papers at Cornell University, Harrison 

elaborated on his rationale for interring Shaw 

in a mass grave. “I thought having selected these [African-American soldiers] as his 

chosen comrades in life,” he wrote, “it was fit and proper that he be buried with them.”
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gave him great draughts of water from their canteens. I 
asked the explanation of this conduct, and the answer that 
“That man is a Mason, and he gave the Masonic signal of 
distress.” Then and there I resolved to join the Masonic 
order, and for most of the time since the war I have been 
an enthusiastic Mason.

Toward daylight, or perhaps a little later came a flag of 
truce, asking permission to bury the dead, and we granted 
it, undertaking ourselves to look after that duty between 
the rifle pits and the fort. Later came another request for 
the bodies of certain officers, among them that of Col. 
[Robert G.] Shaw. Gen. Haygood [ Johnson Hagood], by 
this time in command, called a conference of our officers, 
and it was agreed that all the bodies asked for should be 
given up except that of Col. Shaw. We were pretty bitter 
then as to the commanders of negro troops. Haygood 
assigned me the task of burying Col. Shaw in the sand of 
the battlefield.

A group of federal officers came under flag of truce to 
identify their dead and provide for carrying them within 
their own lines, and in the course of this duty happened a 
characteristic incident of that fratricidal war. Gen. Ander-
son [probably Colonel Edward C. Anderson] of our forces 
was with the identifying party when they came upon the 
federal Gen. Putnam [Colonel Haldimand S. Putnam], 
lying dead. With the cry, “Oh, Putnam,” Anderson recog-
nized an old comrade in arms from the days before the war, 
and falling right there upon his knees, hugged the dead 
body to his bosom.”

Gen. Harrison paused uneasily again, with deepening 

wrinkles, and hesitated to tell the worst incident of his 
story, saying again: “You won’t tell it so as to make these 
people hate me?” It was a cruel and terrible thing that he 
had to tell of the indignity intended to a brave enemy….“I 
had to bury Col. Shaw,” he said; “a brave enemy, whom 
I respected then and now. So we dug a trench deep and 
wide and I laid him there without roughness, and with due 
respect; but I placed on his body 20 of the dead blacks that 
he had commanded….” [At the end of the interview, Har-
rison commented] “You musn’t tell this so’s to make these 
people hate me. I like the New Englanders, and I honored 
Col. Shaw, even in ’63, as a brave man. I’ve been up to look 
at his monument [the bronze relief sculpture by Augustus 
Saint-Gaudens on Boston Commons]: the sculptor has 
made a good likeness, as I remember the dead face.”

‘AS WE MARCHED
OUT TO THE RIFLE 
PITS WE HEARD 
NOTHING BUT THE 

GROANS
AND CRIES
OF THE WOUNDED

AND DYING’

IN FEDERAL HANDS AT LAST
A photo of Battery Wagner on Morris Island, taken after Union forces finally 
captured it in September 1863, shows what the 54th had been facing two months 
earlier. This image shows the sally port, or entryway, into the bastion.
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James Island, Fort Johnson
Near Charleston So. Car. July 23rd  [1863]

Dear Home Folks,

Y
ou will be pleased to know that I am 
still in the land of the living.  I am not 
sick but far from being well, it is now 
15 days since we left Savannah Ga. in 

that time we have had no change of clothing or tents, have 
been exposed to a considerable hardship. No sleep for 5 
days or nights at a time. The fighting on Morris Island was 
very severe. We went over on Saturday, returned this morn-
ing at 4 o clock, had no sleep all the time, and but little to 
eat.  The truth is no one wanted to eat. The Yankees Iron 
Clads and ships keep up a fire all the time, so the men in 
Battery Wagner have no chance to sleep in the day time, 
and at night we all have to work to fix up the damage done 
in the day by the shot and shell which fall in the fort at 
the rate of 400 per hour. There are bomb proofs in Battery 
Wagner but not enough to protect the men from the firing 
of the Gunboats. So our right had to take the chances out 
in the sides of the fort and lay down on the ground and 
protect our selves as best we could. It was very danger-
ous—some shells bursting a few feet from our company 
and covering us up with sand. I never in my life thought 
men could be placed in such danger and so many get 
through safe. The shelling stops at dark except about each 
½ hour through the night they throw one, just enough to 
keep them in the Battery from sleeping or working, but the 
work must be done. So each night we fix what the Yankees 
unfix in the day. Our Regt got over in time on Saturday 
night to reinforce and charge over the Battery and take 
96 yankees prisoners including a number of officers, one 
major of the 55th Pa Regt....I trust I may never be in such 
a fight all day along. The Yankees Gun Boats and the 
Fort on the Island (for the Yankees have 3) kept up a fire 
on the Battery. The Bombardment was terrific it kept up 
until night or dusk, driving the men from their guns and 
spreading terror among the troops. The Guns of the Yan-
kees played into the Battery from 3 directions. All at once 
they stopped and the yankee army consisting of the 48th 
NY. 9th Maine 7th Mass 62d Ohio 53rd Pa Regts—and 
two Black negro Regts—The 54th Pa and 2d SoCa Regts 

opened on the Battery. That is commenced a charge—
coming up in close columns. We opened on them from 
the Battery with canister shot with deadly effect, but the 
white men charged in gallantly—no mistake—all say so—
they came right up into almost certain destruction. The 
officers leading in the advance—in one place I saw a Col 
Lt Col Captain and the Lieuts killed within 5 feet of each 
other—twice they planted there flag on the Battery—but 
each time it was cut down—we did not capture any colors. 
The having of nigers to fight is no fancy—it is true—I 
have seen them—two Regt was to have charged one end 
of Wagner if they had charged as did the white men on 
our left. The fighting must have lasted longer and none of 

them been killed—but the niger would run—only a few 
being killed in the moat or on the parapit of the Battery, 
but Fort Sumpter opened fire on them and sent lots of the 
damn scoundrels to other world—I never saw such a sight 
as presented itself on Sunday morning at day broke—as far 
as the eye could reach could be seen the dead and dying on 
all sides could be seen the result of the fight. I volentered 
to go out to collect the wounded Yankees. I had a chance 
to see what was to be seen—in the ditch to our left there 
were 115 killed in a space of about 100 feet—so you can 
see that there was some brave Yankees engaged—I never 
saw such a sight, men with heads off many with legs shot 
off....it makes me shudder to think of it....The killed was 
about 8 to 1 wounded generly it is just the reverse. The 
men killed was as a general thing fine looking, large men—
all the prisoners I talked with seemed to regret the war, but 
thought it would continue Our loss in killed and wounded 
was about 100. The yankee loss I think about 1000. It took 

Unknown member of 32nd Georgia

This original letter comes from the Fort Sumter National Monument Manuscript 

Collection, FOSU 3704. The writer—also a member of the 32nd Georgia Infantry 

Regiment, who is identified only as “Wilson”—describes the fight’s gory result. 

I TRUST I MAY
NEVER BE IN

SUCH A
FIGHT
ALL DAY ALONG
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a whole day to bury the dead—a flag of truce came over 
the morning after the fight—from the fleet in a surf boat 
conveying a white flag and the old stars and stripes—ask-
ing to bury the dead and to provide for their wounded—
This was refused—After staying some little time the 
yankee party put back. The land forces of the Yankees on 
Morris Island are very close to us, there Head Qrs being 
about 700 yds from the fort. We have Rifle pits 300 yds 
from the Batty and post advance pickett in front of our 
rifle pits about 50 yds. It is very dangerous to be on pickett, 
for the Yankees have sharpshooters and sharp rifles and 
shoot well. Today it is raining very hard, but we have got so 
we do not mind it....On Monday night a call was made for 
pickets from our Regt our company was a part of the party 
detailed—Major Bacon was in command, we was posted 
some in front as an advance 50 yds in advance of our rifle 
pits. The balance in the pits. The advance was to stand 
and fire on the enemy if they came and retreat to us in the 
pits—we (in the pits) not to fire until the advance joined—
and they as they came up to give the countersign which 
was “here you mule” from some bad management the 
countersign was not known all along the line—the Yankees 
fired on the advance, They kept them at bay some time, 
but was soon drove in. They joined us hollowing “Here you 

mule” some of our men fired on them The battery hearing 
the firing and we running to the Battery and calling on the 
fort to stop firing she opened on us thinking we was the 
Yankees. The whole line of the Battery opened on us with 
grape and canister shot and small arms, we lost five out of 
our small party it was a strange mistake to make and might 
have proved a very dangerous one it frightened us all very 
much. I lay down on the ground until it was over....I wish I 
was out of this war it is too dangerous. I want H to get me 
detailed as Hospital Steward he can do it, and in that there 
is no danger....Yours affectionately Wilson

Keith Bohannon teaches Civil War history at the University of 
West Georgia in Carrollton, Ga. The co-editor of Campaigning 
With Old Stonewall: Confederate Captain Ujanirtus Al -
len’s Letters to His Wife (published by LSU Press, 1998), he 
has authored numerous essays and articles on the conflict.

Get $5 off the movie Glory  Use the code FIVEGLORY to 
stream the film from our sister company CinemaNow.com. 
Code valid until February 15, 2016.

BY LAND AND SEA
Union soldier Robert Knox 
Sneden sketched a map of 
Morris Island’s defenses, 
showing the earthworks 
Federals dug to get close 
to Wagner. The bothersome 
ironclads are at upper right. 
Not long after the war ended, 
the former fortress washed 
into the ocean. 

�



FOREVER VIGILANT 
A Union soldier 
clad in an overcoat, 
symbolizing eternal 
vigilance in every 
season, keeps an eye 
on the town square 
of Pella, Iowa.
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O
n the morning of August 14, 1900, the people of Elberton, 
Ga., awoke to find their Civil War monument smashed in 
pieces in the center of the town square. Officially named the 
Elbert County Confederate Monument, the unfortunate statue 
was unofficially known as “Dutchy,” and had been reviled for 
its Germanic appearance and poor craftsmanship, in addition 
to the fact its uniform recalled those worn by Union soldiers. 

Soon after its unveiling on July 15, 1898, the statue was ridiculed—with 
some comparing it to a saloon sign or even a hippopotamus. ¶ When mis-
creants attacked the memorial in the middle of the night, pulling it from its 
pedestal, Elberton’s citizens did not regard it as a big loss. In fact they bur-
ied “Dutchy” just where he had fallen, facedown in the manner of traitors, 
then ordered a new monument that would, in their eyes, properly commemo-
rate the Confederate cause. That episode illustrates the passionate 
regard that 19th-century Americans felt for their soldier monuments.

TOWN SQUARE

Soldiers
BY Sarah Beetham

MASS-PRODUCED MONUMENTS WERE
(USUALLY) A SOURCE OF PRIDE FOR
POSTWAR TOWNS NORTH AND SOUTH

�

�

�
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Before the Civil War,
most of the few public statues in American 
cities had been erected to honor famous 
statesmen or military leaders. But as the 
conflict drew to a close in 1865, citizens  
North and South alike began to ponder how 
to remember the conflict. 

Soon after the war ended, towns and 
cities across the nation began sponsoring 
monuments to honor rank-and-file soldiers 
who had lost their lives. Memorials like 
these were erected in cemeteries as well as 
civic settings such as parks, and they took 
the form of obelisks, columns, triumphal 
arches, single figures and many other 
models. But by far the most common were 
soldiers standing at parade rest, gazing into 
the distance, with their rifles held vertically 
before them. Represented in quiet, reflective 
poses rather than brandishing their weapons 
or running into battle, these figures recalled 
the sacrifices made by citizen-soldiers with-
out invoking battlefield horrors. And this 
mass commemorative project happened on a 
grand scale, with more than 2,500 Union 
monuments and 500 Confederate monu-
ments appearing in town squares and cem-
eteries in decades after the war.

The statues, which came from a variety 
of sources, almost always adhered to the 
soldier-at-parade-rest model, placed on a 
plinth or column. Often the statues were  
shipped to the display sites from far away, 
then installed atop bases crafted from local 
stone. Some figures were sculpted by Ameri-
can artists living at home or abroad, such 
as Martin Milmore and Randolph Rogers. 
Others were mass-produced in vast sculp-
tural workshops in Italy or France.

Many more were made by American 
monument firms, which adapted to the bur-
geoning demand for commemorative statu-
ary following the war by producing stock 
figures, sold through catalogs. Often rooted 
in the funerary industry, these firms would 

shape the post–Civil War memorial land-
scape through the idealized types of Union 
and Confederate soldiers they marketed. 
The fact that so many soldier monuments 
were made by firms in the cemetery business 
was no accident. Before the war, the most 
common type of sculpture in the U.S. was 
funerary art, and many American artisans 
learned stone carving by making grave-
stones. And in the conflict’s wake, the sol-
dier monuments that appeared in civic and 
funerary spaces were not unlike gravestones: 
They bore the names of the dead, and served 
as mourning sites for relatives who could 
not visit faraway graves. 

AT FIRST, the creation of war 
monuments was a local enterprise, with aca-
demically trained artists or local stonecutters 
providing statuary for their own commu-
nities. Northern cities began constructing 
memorials almost immediately after the war 
ended, but Southerners began erecting them 
in earnest about a decade later. That delay 
happened for a few reasons: Many Southern 
towns and cities had been destroyed during 
the fighting, and Southerners initially put 
their limited resources toward rebuilding 
their war-torn land. Delaying commemo-
ration of the Confederacy was also politi-
cally expedient, as Southern men who had 
fought for the Confederate Army had to 
swear an oath of loyalty to the United States 
in order to vote or hold political office. In 
this climate, an emphasis on Confederate 
commemoration might have proved risky. 
The final obstacle for Southerners was a 
practical one: Few Southern cities possessed 
the industrial resources to produce fine art 
sculpture cast from metal or carved from 
stone. As a result, residents of Southern 
states had to look outside their borders to 
procure statuary, either to Northern com-
panies or abroad.

CAMDEN, MAINE



FEBRUARY 2016   CIVIL WAR TIMES    37BROOKLYN, N.Y.

move, or even remove them, have grown. Catherine Clinton, Denman Chair 
of American History, University of Texas–San Antonio, a member of the 
Civil War Times advisory board and President of the Southern Historical 

Association (2016) urges caution: “All of us 
dedicated to Civil War studies have been 
rocked by recent revelations that murders 
and hate crimes have been committed by 
those who cherish Confederate memo-
rabilia, and revere its symbols. Public de-

bates have led to movements demanding that flags be removed, that parks, 
streets and schools be renamed, that Confederate memorials and statues 
be relocated or destroyed. Developments in South Carolina, Alabama and 
Mississippi signal a new era. The Democratic Party has decided to rename 
its annual Jefferson-Jackson dinners, and the University of Texas chose to 
remove a statue of Woodrow Wilson from its grounds. As a southern his-
torian, I wonder how all this will end. When we have scrubbed the like-
ness of a slaveholder, George Washington, off the $1 bill? When we rename 
our nation’s capital to comply with escalating unease? It’s a perfect time for 
historical organizations to take the lead in suggesting new plaques for old. 
And through such efforts we can be guaranteed a future, as well as a past.” 

�

�

THE MEANING OF
MONUMENTS
BY CATHERINE CLINTON
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DEMAND IN BOTH North and  
South fed a growing industry in monumental sculpture. 
As citizen soldier monuments became more and more 
popular,  artisans struggled to keep up with their communi-
ties’ needs. This burgeoning market soon attracted monu-
ment firms with the resources to fabricate dozens of 
sculptures. Eventually mass-produced wares by firms in- 
cluding the New England Granite Company of Hartford, 
Conn., the W.H. Mullins Company of Salem, Ohio, the 
Muldoon Monument Company of Louisville, Ky., and the 
McNeel Marble Works of Marietta, Ga., came to domi-
nate the monu  ment market. 

Many of these companies were based near granite or 
marble quarries that offered a ready supply of local stone. 
While some specialized in statues of Union or Confederate 
soldiers alone, others recognized the need for monuments 
to sell to Southern cities and gladly produced monuments 
honoring soldiers of both sides.

By far the most successful concern to market statues to 
Northerners and Southerners was the Monumental Bronze 
Company of Bridgeport, Conn. Incorporated in 1879, the 
firm remained in the monument business until 1939. Monu-
mental’s statues were actually made of zinc, also known as 
white bronze, and sold through catalogs to cities across the 
United States, stretching as far west as Denver. Once mar-
keted as an inexpensive and durable alternative to bronze, 
zinc has proved susceptible to the elements over time, and 
many of these statues are now in need of conservation. But 
in its heyday, zinc monuments were widely accepted. The 
company’s most popular Union soldier statue appeared in 
more than 80 Northern cities, while its most popular Con-
federate soldier was replicated no fewer than 40 times in 
Southern towns. Mass-produced statues like these helped 

to solidify Americans’ ideas of how tributes to Northern and 
Southern soldiers should look. 

The Monumental’s Union soldier sported a forage cap 
and caped overcoat, while the Confederate wore a short 
shell jacket and wide-brimmed hat, with a bedroll slung 
over his shoulder. Those uniform types are now accepted 
as the most popular options for Union and Confederate 
soldiers, but in wartime the story was actually much more 
complicated. Uniforms often varied widely by regiment, and 
of course some specialized units—such as Zouaves in both 
armies—adopted flamboyant costumes.

Units outfitted in flashy uniforms, such as Zouaves, 
were more widespread in the war’s early years, when non-
standard fabrics were more widely available. And of course 
throughout the conflict a soldier’s appearance would also 
be influenced by the time of year or his unit’s proximity to 
supply trains, which supplied fresh equipment. Thus while 
the Monumental Bronze Company’s Union and Confeder-
ate soldier statues represent the most widely adopted uni-
forms, they are by no means representative of every soldier 
and regiment. But no matter their clothing, these monu-
ments served as places where family members mourning a 
son, husband, brother or father could visit to remember and 
grieve for their loved ones.

Art historian Sarah Beetham’s research focuses on monument 
impermanence, including the sculptures of citizen soldiers cre-
ated following the Civil War. She teaches American art history 
and material culture at the University of Delaware and the 
Pennsylvania Academy of the Fine Arts.

So why did Elberton’s citizens react so negatively to their original monument? 
The granite statue nicknamed Dutchy had been carved by Peter Arthur Beiter, a German- 
American stonecutter from Ohio who traveled to Georgia to sculpt Confederate monu-
ments. Bei ter was contracted to produce a statue cut from local stone quarried by Elberton’s 
granite business, and his sculpture was intended to be the first highly publicized product of 
this booming industry. Citizens were expecting to see a noble figure wearing a short shell 
jacket, but Beiter instead delivered a ponderous, bug-eyed soldier in a clumsily cut caped 
overcoat and kepi. At that point, 30 years after the war, it was highly uncommon to see a 

Confederate monument sporting such accoutrements. 
Elberton citizens felt they had been tricked into memori-
alizing a Yankee interloper. But it also seems likely they 
were reacting to the statue’s comic and undignified ap-
pearance. ¶ So on August 13, 1900, a mob brought Dutchy 
down, and the unfortunate figure was buried where it lay 

(until it was exhumed in 1982 and placed in the Elberton Granite Museum, where it is 
stored today). Its replacement, erected in 1905, stands proudly at parade rest on a tall ped-
estal—well out of reach of miscreants. It wears the uniform deemed appropriate for a Con-
federate and gazes firmly into the distance. But rather than being a unique example of local 
industry, this is actually one of the mass-produced zinc figures made in Connecticut and 
sold by the Monumental Bronze Company. Dutchy, the Yankee interloper wearing a Union 
overcoat, was replaced by a proper-looking Confederate—manufactured by Yankees.

�

�

DUTCHY’S
STRANGE END

DOWN AND OUT  
Dutchy’s shattered 
figure is now stored, 
prone, at a museum.

�
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MONTHS OF SIEGE,
BURSTING BOMBS
AND LITTLE FOOD

TESTED PETERSBURG’S
TRAPPED RESIDENTS.
WAS IT “TOTAL WAR ?”

BY CAROLINE E. JANNEY

A FIERY
TRIAL
�

�

�

�

THROUGH



SHATTERED HERITAGE
Blasted brickwork, windows, shutters and steps on this house on Petersburg’s Bollingbrook Street 
are evidence of the Union bombardment’s fury. Even the tree out front bears scars of war. 
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The railroads remained active, but the 
Confederate Army had commandeered the 
trains for military use, and the Union Navy had 
implemented a blockade on the Appomattox 
River, disrupting much trade. With the 
exception of food markets, there was little to 
no retail trade. Most of the tobacco factories 
had closed their doors, and many ironworks 
were following suit. The cotton and flour mills, 
however, continued to operate. With large 
government contracts to supply flour as well 
as canvas for tents, sheets and other materials, 
the mills remained open through the labor of 
women, children and older men.

But conditions were about to turn markedly worse. On Thursday 
morning, June 9, Confederate surgeon John Herbert Claiborne, execu-
tive officer in charge of the city’s military hospitals, penned a letter to 
his wife, Sarah. “The enemy have landed on the south side of the James 
and Appomattox,” he wrote, “and are this morning in what force I do 
not know at our breast works 2–1/2 miles from the city on the City 
Point Road.” Such news, he informed his wife, who had taken refuge 
with family in North Carolina, had aroused a great state of excitement 
throughout the city. Around 9 o’clock that morning, Maj. Gen. Benja-
min Butler’s forces attacked Petersburg along the Jerusalem Plank Road 
south of the city. As the bell of the courthouse and then church bells 
began to clang, approximately 125 “grey-haired men, and beardless boys” 
of the second-class militia rushed to the city’s defenses. These volunteers 
included the last remaining men in the city, those younger than 17 and 
older than 50 who worked in the iron foundries, the cotton mills and 

the railroads. After approximately two hours of 
fighting, the Union forces retreated, leaving 15 
dead, 18 wounded and another 45 captured.

The list of those who had fallen in defense 
of their city included a professor of French at 
the Petersburg Female College, a prominent 
druggist and the son of the late postmaster. 
Also among the dead was the elderly and nearly 
deaf William Banister. His teenage daughter 
later recalled the painful scene when her uncle 
arrived at their home bearing her father’s life-
less body. He had been “shot through the head, 
his gray hair dabbled in blood.” “My precious 
mother stood like one dazed,” she remem-
bered, “but in a few seconds she was kneeling 
by my father in such grief as I had never seen 
before.” Thirty-two-year-old Bessie Callender 
proclaimed the following day “the saddest that 
ever dawned in Petersburg,” as families held 
services for their fallen loved ones throughout 
the day. But such “was only the beginning of 
the horrors we were to go through,” Anne Ban-
ister later observed.

On June 14, General Ulysses Grant and the 
Army of the Potomac began to cross the James 
River and soon began a siege. At 7 a.m. on June 
15, the city bells commenced warning anxious 
residents that Union forces lay just east of the 
city. Petersburgers from schoolgirls to old men 
clamored to view the action, racing to the top 
of the iron port building on Sycamore Street to 
look through spyglasses. To the northeast they 
could see large plumes of smoke rising from 
farmhouses that had been struck by gunboats 
on the Appomattox. But more important, from 
their lofty vantage point they saw Confederate 
reinforcements marching toward the city.

At daybreak the following morning, 
June 16, Union artillery launched the first 
shells toward the city. The bombardment ini-
tially centered on the Old Market section 
because of its proximity to the railroad depot 
and Federal belief that the missiles landing 
there would hit Confederate soldiers. Other 
shells were launched toward the South Caro-
lina hospital on Bragg’s Hill. “But the guns 
soon enlarged their opera tions,” one resident 
reported, “sweeping all the business part of 
the city, and then invading the residential 
region.” A few minutes before 8 o’clock that 
morning, the resi dents of Bollingbrook Street 
were “startled by the unannounced arrival of a 
three inch shell,” which passed through the 
granite coping of Wilcox’s cellar but did little 
damage. Other shells were more destructive. 
One “came shrieking diagonally across the 
Court House,” striking the home of baker 
Charles Brown on Sycamore Street. The shell 
burst through the east wall, leaving a hole as 

BY THE SPRING OF 1864,  
THE PRESSURES OF WAR  
HAD WROUGHT SIGNIFI CANT 
CHANGES TO THE INDUSTRIAL 
CITY OF PETERSBURG, VA. 
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big as a person and sending a brick fragment 
flying into a Mrs. McGregor’s head, causing 
her to bleed profusely. Yet another shell ex- 
ploded in Blandford, hitting two slave children 
belonging to James Hall who had been asleep 
in their bed. The explosion left the 4-year-old 
girl’s left arm broken and her temporal artery 
cut. Her 6-year-old brother fared much worse, 
his right leg requiring amputation between the 
knee and ankle. 

With Grant’s forces applying pressure just 
two miles east of Petersburg, on Friday eve-
ning, June 17, Confederate soldiers and local 
men labored to dig a new line of defenses. The 
following morning, June 18, amid a cloud of 
dust, General Robert E. Lee and veteran units 
from the Army of Northern Virginia marched 
into the city. 

The arrival of Confederate troops did not 
stop the bombardment. Shells continued to fall 
in the heart of the city throughout the day on 

Saturday, claiming both buildings and human casualties. One mortar 
round entered George Bain’s backyard, striking his 4-year-old son in the 
stomach and rendering him immediately insensible. On Sunday, June 19, 
a shell burst over the Second Presbyterian Church, the steeple having 
provided an irresistible target, just as the Rev. John Miller finished a 
prayer. The parishioners fled the church, leaving Miller to disarm the 
shell. Bessie Callender, whose home on Marshall Street was near much 
of the initial shelling, took her three children and a slave, along with a 
bedstead and some beds for pallets, a table and a few chairs, to a room 
on Washington Street out of range of the shells. The sight of the ambu-
lances bringing in the wounded and the notion that the city would be 
surrendered so frightened her that she asked her husband for a glass of 
whiskey—without sugar—to calm her nerves. 

Although historians overwhelmingly agree that Federals did not 
engage in a “total war”—that is, deliberately employ the use of mili-
tary force against the enemy’s noncombatant population—the citizens of 
Petersburg felt otherwise. While the laws of war held that fortified cities 
could be subject to bombardment without notification, Confederates in 
Petersburg and throughout the South argued that the most reprehensible 
aspect of the bombardment was the Union army’s failure to warn the 
residents before shelling the town. Petersburg’s Sara Pryor observed that 

UNDER THE GUNS
War killed Petersburg’s citizens as well as the city’s antebellum prosperity, built upon industry and interconnecting railroads. As the 
Union lines closed in from the east, shellfire frequently pummeled the “Cockade City.” The battered homes pictured in this story were 
located along Bollingbrook Street (1). Dr. John Claiborne had to maintain the Confederate States Hospital (2) throughout the bombardment. 
Bessie Callender moved her family and slaves from their home on Marshall Street (3) to the relative safety of Washington Street (4).

2
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“they opened on our city without the slightest notice, or without giving 
opportunity for the removal of non-combatants, the sick, the wounded, 
or the women and children.” Catherine Edmondston of North Carolina 
concurred, complaining angrily that “without warning or note of their 
intention, they advanced in force & commenced an indiscriminate shell-
ing of the town.” But given what Confederates perceived as the Yankees’ 
earlier ruthless behavior at Fredericksburg and Vicksburg, many were 
not surprised. Fiery secessionist Edmund Ruffin, whose daughter-in-
law resided in Petersburg, noted bitterly that it was “needless to say” that 
the Yankees had commenced firing “without warning the women and 
children to move.” A Richmond newspaper claimed that none “but the 
most dastardly race on the face of the earth would engage in a business 
so supremely contemptible, as well as inexpressibly villainous.” A South 
Carolina newspaper was especially enraged by the bombing of churches 
but offered a possible solution: “For every person—white or black—
injured by these shells the general commanding should cause a Yankee 
prisoner to be put to death.” “Such barbarous practices,” the writer main-
tained, “should meet with desperate remedies.”

Most Union soldiers, in contrast, maintained that the bombardment 
was a military necessity rather than an assault on a civilian population. 
Numerous early reports commented that the guns had succeeded in their 
goal of stopping communication between Richmond and points south of 
Petersburg. Moreover, many Federals believed they were firing only on 
enemy troops, “all the white people” having evacu   ated the city during the 
June 9 attack. Several weeks later, rumors circulated through the Federal 
camps that Grant had issued an order that all women and children were 
to leave the city. Indeed, by early July the Union provost marshal noted 
that “the town was nearly deserted,”a report that had been largely con-
firmed by African Americans from town. It is entirely possible that the 
soldiers in blue believed the city 
had been evacuated, thus explain-
ing their matter-of-fact assess-
ment of the bombardment. 

By Monday morning, June 20, 
Petersburg’s streets were chaotic. 
In the words of one local resi-
dent, the city had become “a war 
thoroughfare.” Wagons, soldiers 
and horsemen headed east along 
Washington Street to the front 
lines while the city’s residents 
scrambled west amid a suffocat-
ing cloud of dust to escape the range of incoming shells. Civilians who 
opted to remain in the city began devising new means to withstand 
the constant shelling. Impoverished residents often slept in churches 
beyond reach of shells or begged for vacant beds at the general hospi-
tals. Anne Banister’s family, whose home sat “in exact range of shells 
from the Yankee’s Fort Stedman and Battery No. 5,” moved into 
their basement, where they tended to her bedridden brother. Thomas 
Branch piled sandbags around his house; others used cotton bales to 
barricade their homes against shells or prepared subterranean spaces 
where they might take shelter at a moment’s notice—including the 
cellars of Tabb Street Church and Anderson Seminary, where Charles 

Campbell placed benches and mattresses for 
the city’s orphans.

In the southeastern section of the city, a 
shell crashed into Andrew Dunn’s house, injur-
ing Dunn, on July 21. Others were not so lucky, 
especially during the first three weeks of the 
bombardment. June 25 had proven to be an 
especially deadly day. A shell exploded at attor-
ney John Lyon’s home near the Custom House, 
killing a woman; a Blandford woman died 
when a shell fragment struck her in the head; 
and a slave man was killed by a Union shell. 
Five days later, Charles Campbell described an 
even more horrific scene: “A negro woman was 
killed today by a shell: her head cut off: It is 
said that she was holding a child, that escaped 
unhurt.” The following week another slave 
woman was killed on Market Street.

By early July, the city had not seen a drop of 
rain in seven weeks while temperatures soared 
to well above 100 degrees on several occasions. 
Despite the hardships of the stifling summer, 
many civilians continued to donate time and 
aid to the Confederate soldiers in their midst. 
Confederate soldiers and officers repeatedly 
praised the civilians, women in particular, for 
their stoic behavior in the face of constant 
enemy fire. Surgeon Welch informed his wife 
that he often encountered “young ladies sitting 

on their porches reading quietly 
while shells were occasionally 
bursting near by.” 

Partial relief from the shell-
ing, if not from the oppressive 
heat, came in late July for both 
white and black residents. All is 
“quiet along our lines,” Dr. Clai-
borne wrote his wife on July 27. 
“Fewer shot have been fired in the 
last three days since Lee’s army 
came amongst us. I do not know 
what this unusual stillness bodes. 

It really seems strange to hear no cannon, no 
shell bursting and not puttering of musketry.” 
Edmund Ruffin agreed that the shelling 
occurred at a slower pace than usual but noted 
rumors from Union deserters that the enemy 
had begun mining under Confederate lines. 

Claiborne had been correct in distrusting 
the quiet along the lines. “A little after four in 
the morning the city was roused by the most 
awful thunder—like nothing I can imagine, 
except, perhaps, the sudden eruption of a vol-
cano,” recalled Sara Pryor. On the morning of 
July 30, the Federals exploded 8,000 pounds of 
black powder that sent “fragments of earth…at 
once flying in every direction, making a rent in 
the lines of some thirty or forty yards.” Simul-
taneously, Union batteries opened fire on the 

PETERSBURGERS
CLAMORED
TO VIEW THE ACTION,

RACING
TO THE TOP OF THE BUILDING

TO LOOK THROUGH
SPYGLASSES
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city, dropping between 20 and 30 shells per 
minute. For nearly two hours, the local paper 
reported, shells “fairly rained upon our streets.” 
The townspeople, however, had not a clue as to 
what was happening. “Instantly the unhappy 
residents of the town poured into the street 
and out on the road,” Pryor recollected, “any-
where to escape what we supposed to be an 
earthquake.” Anne Banister remembered that 
“it seemed as if the very earth would open and 
swallow us up. Window panes were shattered 
and the whole air was filled with rumbling 
noises which terrified and deafened one. We 
could not hear each other when we spoke, the 
din was so great.” “Could it be the end of all 
things?” she wondered. Despite the doomsday 
prediction, the only civilian casualty proved to 
be Robert Green, chief engineer of the city’s 
fire department, whose finger was cut off by 
a shell.

The weeks after the Union’s failed attack 
at the Crater witnessed a slackening pace of 

DID UNION GUNNERS TARGET CIVILIANS?
Despite insistence on the strategic importance of bombing 
the city, there is evidence that some Union artillerists and soldiers deliberately targeted Petersburg churches 
and residences throughout the siege. At least one battery celebrated July 4th by firing at the city’s steeples. 
Commanding a battery at Fort Willcox in mid-July, Brevet Major Jacob Roemer instructed one of his lieu-
tenants to “climb that tree and give me by signals, the proper direction and elevation for sending our shells 
into the most thickly populated and most important residential portion of Petersburg.” In August, Brig. Gen. 
William Birney directed his chief of artillery to “open on the town of Petersburg all available guns from 7:30 to 
9:30 this evening. The 13-inch mortar will be fired upon [the] court-house as rapidly as it can be handled,” he 
noted. The weapon he was referring to was the famous seacoast mortar nicknamed “Dictator,” pictured below.

Union firing and growing confidence among Confederates through-
out Virginia. But in mid-August the Union guns commenced shelling 
Petersburg more intensely than in June or July. The renewed bombings 
claimed the lives of two more residents near the Old Market, and a 
woman in the Old Market district was struck by a shell fragment that 
ripped her arm from its socket.

The Union artillery’s unrelenting bombardment and the exodus of 
civilians continued throughout the autumn. November brought both 
the news of Lincoln’s reelection and a hiatus in the shelling for the first 
time in more than four months. “Grant agreed to cease shelling the 
city if General Lee would agree to keep all government property out 
of it,” Spencer Welch reported to his wife. Grateful that the bombard-
ment had slowed, a newspaper reported that at least 90,000 shells had 
been thrown into the city, between 15 and 20 persons had been killed, 
and approximately double that number were wounded. Many residents 
soon determined it was safe to move back into town. Bessie Callender 
and her family returned permanently to their home on Marshall Street, 
pleasantly surprised to find that it had not been touched by shells. But 
Grant’s policy of strangling the city was succeeding, as food and supplies 
remained incredibly scarce, the prices now higher than in Richmond. 

During the winter months, cold rains lashed the city. The rain-soaked 
streets and roads were only part of the misery. Hundreds of acres around 



46    CIVIL WAR TIMES   FEBRUARY 2016

the city had been stripped of trees and shrubs, creating a shortage of 
firewood. By Janu ary, citizens could acquire wood only on order from the 
military, limiting some families to one fire in the house. Food was even 
scarcer. The First Baptist Church opened a soup house to provide for the 
destitute, sometimes feeding more than 600 famished people a day. One 
resident recalled that “flocks of 
pigeons would follow the children 
who were eating bread and crack-
ers.” But the pigeons soon disap-
peared, having become food 
themselves. 

On March 25, 1865, the first 
major military action of the spring 
commenced when Lee attacked 
Fort Stedman. The following day 
Claiborne assured his wife yet 
again that the “people seem to be 
cheerful and hoping for the best.” But as Lee and Grant’s forces clashed 
south of the city at the Battle of Five Forks on April 1, few civilians knew 
what was happening beyond the siege lines. All that was about to change. 
At 10 p.m. on April 1, “nearly 150 Union cannon opened from positions 
east, south, and southwest of the city.” Three hours later, the firing abated 
and an uncomfortable silence fell over the region.

The following day, General Lee wrote Secretary of War John C. 
Breckinridge that it was now “absolutely necessary that we should aban-
don our position tonight or run the risk of being cut off in the morn-
ing.” By midnight, even if they still had faith in Lee and his army, many 
of Petersburg’s residents were bracing for the worst. Bombproofs had 
been reinforced and whiskey distributed among the residents to calm 
nerves. At 4:40 a.m., Grant’s offensive began in earnest. Bessie Callender 
remembered that “it was four o’clock in the morning when some soldiers, 
running, came across our yard.” By 10:40 a.m., Lee had decided to evacu-
ate the city, ordering his troops to set the tobacco warehouses on fire as 
they fled. Early on the morning of April 3, the Army of the Potomac 
marched into Petersburg as the mayor and two members of the Com-
mon Council waited to surrender. Not long thereafter, the U.S. flag was 

TWO SURVIVORS
Sara Pryor and hospital chief Dr. John H. Claiborne both lived through the siege. 
Pryor recalled that when shells exploded during the day, they left “a puff of 
smoke, white as an angel’s wing...and the particles would patter down like hail.”

unfurled above the Cockade City. For months 
the town’s citizens had endured the shrill whis-
tle of a shell or the crack of a musket. But “the 
stillness that settled down upon us after this 
was appalling!” Marie Morrison later declared. 

While there are no accurate statistics, evi-
dence suggests that between six and 20 civil-
ians had been killed and at least nine others 
severely injured by shells. Given the length 
of the bombardment, this number may seem 
low—a fact one newspaper suggested was “a 
special blessing from Providence.” But it sur-
passed the number killed during the December 
1862 bombardment of Fredericksburg (esti-
mated by historian George Rable as “probably 
no more than four people”) and was in line 
with the estimate that fewer than 12 citizens 
perished during the Siege of Vicksburg. The 
precise number of civilian deaths will never be 
known, but the body count did not preoccupy 
Confederates. The fact that there were any 
confirmed their assumptions about their ruth-

less and uncivilized foe. 
Northerners and some later 

historians insisted that during the 
Civil War, military force had not 
been employed against the en -
emy’s noncombatant population, 
but the bombardment of the city 
confirmed Confederates’ convic-
tions of Yankee barbarity. Perhaps 
most important, these tales of 
Yankee atrocities would become 
a powerful weapon in the coming 

years as Northerners and Southerners fought 
the postwar battle over the war’s memory. 
Passed down for generations by Petersburg’s 
white residents, stories of the Union’s malevo-
lence helped foster a continued pride and 
reverence for the city’s Confederate past and 
hindered efforts of sectional reconciliation.

Excerpted from “A War Thoroughfare: Confed-
erate Civilians and the Siege of Petersburg,” 
by Caroline E. Janney, Cold Harbor to the 
Crater: The End of the Overland Campaign, 
edited by Gary W. Gallagher and Caroline E. 
Janney. Copyright © 2015 by the University of 
North Carolina Press. Used by permission of the 
publisher. www.unc press.unc.edu.

IT IS ENTIRELY
POSSIBLE THAT
THE SOLDIERS IN BLUE

BELIEVED
THE CITY HAD BEEN
EVACUATED
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TARGET ACQUIRED
Federal artillery shells 
devastated the parlor of this 
Bollingbrook Street home.



A Near Disaster 
THE WILSON-KAUTZ RAID

GOOD START
Alfred Waud sketched 
Brig. Gen. James Wilson’s 
troopers destroying 
track on the South 
Side Railroad early 
in the 1864 raid. Note 
the officers in the 
foreground relaxing 
while their men work, 
and the horse artillery 
on the distant hill 
protecting the raiders.
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A STUBBORN BAND OF HOME GUARDS AT THE
STAUNTON RIVER BRIDGE RUINED UNION GENERAL
JAMES H. WILSON’S PLANS FOR GLORY
DURING A CAVALRY RAID SOUTH OF PETERSBURG, VA.

BY Daniel Davis and Phillip greenwalt 
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A 
NATIVE OF SHAWNEETOWN, ILL., 
Wilson had graduated sixth in the West Point Class of 1860 
and was serving as a topographical engineer at Fort Vancouver 
in Washington Territory when the war began. Anxious to con-
tribute to the Union war effort and fearing he’d miss the action, 
Wilson left Fort Vancouver in July 1861 but contracted chol-
era morbus (acute gastroenteritis) during the journey back east, 
which resulted in his spending time convalescing at the home of 

his West Point roommate in Wilmington, Del. 
That fall Wilson took part in the successful Port Royal expedition off 

the South Carolina coast, also participating in the capture of Fort Pulaski 
in April 1862. He joined Maj. Gen. George McClellan’s staff during the 
Antietam Campaign before transferring to the Western Thea ter to serve 

under Ulysses S. Grant. Promoted to lieutenant 
colonel, he was inspector general of the Mil-
itary Division of the Mississippi during the 
1863 Vicksburg Campaign.

Shortly before Grant was named com-
mander of all Union armies in March 1864, 
Wilson was brought to Washington, D.C., to 
lead an overhaul of the Army’s Cavalry Bureau. 
It would be a brief assignment. As Grant pre-
pared in April to launch his Overland Cam-
paign, he handed his former subordinate, now 
a brigadier general, command of the 3rd Cav-
alry Division under Maj. Gen. Phil Sheridan. 

JAMES HARRISON WILSON WALKED OUT OF 
ULYSSES S. GRANT’S HEADQUARTERS NEAR CITY POINT, VA., 
WITH A CLEAR SENSE OF PURPOSE IN JUNE 1864. TAKING 
THE REINS FROM AN ORDERLY, WILSON MOUNTED AND RODE 
BACK TO CAMP TO PREPARE FOR AN EXPEDITION. AFTER A 
FRUSTRATING TWO MONTHS AS COMMANDER OF THE ARMY OF 
THE POTOMAC’S 3RD CAVALRY DIVISION, THE 23-YEAR-OLD 
OFFICER HAD BEEN GIVEN AN OPPORTUNITY AT REDEMPTION. 
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That would be Wilson’s first field command.
Though Wilson had excelled in cavalry tac-

tics at West Point, at the campaign’s outset he 
performed poorly, failing to properly cover the 
approaches of the Army of the Potomac lead-
ing up to the Battle of the Wilderness. Scout-
ing miscues by Wilson and his cavalry allowed 
Robert E. Lee’s Army of Northern Virginia 
to catch the Federals by surprise, setting off a 
blood-soaked three-day battle that could very 
well have grounded Grant’s campaign as soon 
as it had begun.

If Grant was displeased with Wilson, he 
never expressed it openly. But the lieutenant 
general immediately made it clear that he 
intended to keep trying to push around Lee’s 
army so he could fight the Confederates on 
ground of his own choosing—in the open. 
Four days after the Wilderness fighting ended, 
the Union cavalry’s victory over the Confeder-
ates at the Battle of Yellow Tavern—in which 
the extraordinary Rebel cavalry commander 
J.E.B. Stuart was mortally wounded—gave 
Grant a short-lived moment of optimism. 
But with the Confederate cavalry apparently 
trapped on Richmond’s outskirts, mistakes by 
Wilson and Maj. Gen. Phil Sheridan broke 
Federal momentum. Wilson was led into a 
trap by a Rebel posing as a Union scout and 
had to fight his way out. Sheridan also became 
embroiled in a skirmish nearby but eventually 
managed to pull back to safety after several 
hours of frantic fighting.

B
y June, a month into the Overland Cam- 
paign, Grant had yet to break Lee—but 
he had at least maneuvered the Confed-
erate commander from his position 
along the Rapidan River to below the 
James. After the disastrous Union loss 
at Cold Harbor, Grant determined that 
the capture of Petersburg, just south of 

Richmond, might be the answer. Five vital 
railroads ran through Petersburg, and Grant 
felt that if he could cut off those rail lines, 
Richmond—and Lee’s army—would fall.

In early June, Sheridan was sent on an 
expedition into central Virginia, with Wilson 
remaining behind to cover the Army of the 
Potomac’s planned move against Petersburg 
via the James River. Maj. Gen. William “Baldy” 
Smith’s XVIII Corps reached Petersburg 
on June 15, but in three days of fighting was 
unable to overrun General P.G.T. Beauregard’s 
2,000-man force defending the city. By the 
18th, the Confederate defenses had stabilized 
with the arrival of reinforcements from the 
Army of Northern Virginia, and Grant con-

ceded he would need to devise another siege to break the Rebels, as had 
occurred at Vicksburg the previous year.

The destruction of the railroads leading to Petersburg remained key 
to Grant’s plans, and he turned to Wilson to wreck two of those lines: 
the Richmond & Danville and the South Side. To support him in the 
raid, he offered Wilson Brig. Gen. August Kautz’s cavalry division from 
the Army of the James.

Kautz was a veteran of the Mexican War (serving as a private in the 
1st Ohio Infantry), and had attended West Point following that conflict, 
graduating in 1852. Like Wilson, he had fought in both the Eastern and 
Western theaters, and had risen in rank from captain to brigadier general 
by the start of the Overland Campaign.

THE COMMANDERS General Wilson poses for an informal portrait with 
members of his staff (opposite) at his City Point, Va., headquarters. The general 
reclines on the steps, wearing light-colored trousers. Brig. Gen. August V. Kautz 
(above) nearly died in 1855 when Indians shot him along an Oregon Territory 
creek. Two books in his chest pocket deflected the bullet, saving his life.
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Grant gave Wilson considerable latitude for his raid. Once he had 
destroyed the railroads, the young officer had permission either to push 
on to North Carolina and join Maj. Gen. William T. Sherman’s armies in 
Georgia, if necessary, or to link up with Maj. Gen. David Hunter’s army, 
operating in the Shenandoah Valley and near Lynchburg. But Wilson 
couldn’t help but be worried. In the event he couldn’t continue south, he 
knew he would have to find his way back to the Army of the Potomac 
at Petersburg—undoubtedly a dangerous undertaking. He was, however, 
reassured by the army’s chief of staff, Maj. Gen. Andrew Humphreys, 
that if that scenario played out, the Union lines would be extended far 
enough to the west to provide support.

T
he raid began at 3 a.m. on June 22. The Union troopers, led by 
Kautz’s division, set out with five-day rations and 100 rounds of 
ammunition in their supply wagons. That afternoon Colonel 
Samuel Spear, commanding the 11th Pennsylvania, reached the 
South Side Railroad at Sixteen Mile Turnout. Colonel George 
Chapman’s brigade, in the rear, skirmished with Confederate cav-
alry, and while Chapman’s men held the Rebels at bay, Spear 
pushed on. After reaching Ford’s Depot, they captured two trains 

and set fire to the depot.
The column continued moving the following morning. A member 

of the 5th New York noted that “the great heat and drought were very 
favorable” in their efforts to destroy the rail lines, “though men and beasts 
suffered much for the want of water.” Still in front, Kautz’s men headed 
for Burkeville Junction, where they continued the destruction.

Wilson followed, but at Nottoway Court House ran into enemy cav-
alry under Maj. Gen. Fitzhugh “Rooney” Lee—which kept Wilson from 
his scheduled rendezvous with Kautz at Burkeville. Wilson’s troopers had 
to overcome a hodgepodge of Confederates—cavalry under “Rooney” 
Lee and convalescents from Farmville, Va.—in a seesaw engagement that 

lasted nearly nine hours. “Chapman’s Brigade, 
in advance, attacked the Confederates with 
spirit and drove them back some distance,” 
Wilson later reported, but “the rebels were 
re-enforced and in return compelled Chapman 
to fall back to the railroad.” Darkness finally 
brought the fighting to an end.

As Lee’s troopers nipped at his column, 
General Kautz kept moving, soon reaching 
Meherrin Station. There, Kautz wrote, the rail-
road was readily damaged “by piling fence rails 
on the track lengthwise with the rail, which 
burned the string pieces and cross-ties so as to 
require the road to be newly relaid wherever it 
was destroyed.”

Wilson finally united with Kautz at 
Meherrin Station, which had been left a smok-
ing ruin, before the column moved on to Keys-
ville. On June 25, the Yankees reached Roanoke 
Station, following a brief stop at Drake’s 
Branch to tear up more track. Just to the south 

The 8th New York Cavalry of Wilson’s division 
lost 117 casualties during the foray southwest 
of Petersburg, most of whom were captured. 
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of Roanoke Station was a railroad bridge across 
the Staunton River that was heavily defended 
by another hodgepodge group of Confederates, 
commanded by Captain Benjamin Farinholt 
of the 53rd Virginia Infantry. Drawing from 
Halifax, New Kent, Charles City and Pittsyl-
vania counties, the 53rd had been organized at 
the outset of the war and had seen extensive 
fighting thus far, including taking part in Pick-
ett’s Charge at Gettysburg. Farinholt, who had 
been convalescing in the area, was placed in 
temporary command of the local reserves when 
Beauregard alerted him that a Federal raiding 
force was nearby.

Farinholt wasted no time in organizing a 
defense of the Staunton River Bridge, a Rich-
mond & Danville Railroad throughway. Along 
with his 296-man battalion, the Rebels were 
augmented by slaves and local civilians—and 
ordered to keep an eye out for possible flanking 
movements by the Federal raiding force. Thus 

the defenses “on both sides of the river, already well under way were ren-
dered as complete as the limited time…would permit.” 

A series of entrenchments near the bridge, housing 6-8 artillery 
pieces, gave the Confederate defenders an advantage. Even as the Fed-
erals closed in, Farinholt and local leaders continued to send out calls 
for “every sick and wounded soldier who was able to report at once to 
Staunton River Bridge.” Farinholt eventually amassed a motley crew of 
938 men.

Arriving late in the afternoon, Wilson ordered Kautz to make an 
assault and burn the bridge. Recalled Colonel Robert West, one of 
Kautz’s brigade commanders, “Our advance was not opposed, except for 
artillery fire…until we were within musket range of the bridge, where a 
sharp fire was opened upon us.” West led two companies of the 3rd New 
York in a charge along the railroad toward the bridge. The heavy enemy 
fire forced them down the embankment to take cover. Undeterred, West 
soon continued forward. About 200 yards from the bridge, he launched 
another attack, hoping to gain possession of the structure long enough 
to set it on fire. The enemy fire proved too much, however, and he was 
unable to gain a foothold. Darkness again brought an end to the fighting.

Stymied, Wilson decided that evening that it would be safest to dis-
engage and return to the Union lines at Petersburg. On June 26, the Fed-

BONE WEARY General Kautz’s exhausted, famished men ride 
their starving and exhausted mounts back into Union lines at 
the conclusion of the raid. Kautz’s troopers had to fight their 
way out of the 1st Battle of Ream’s Station to reach safety. 
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eral troopers rode through Wylliesburg, Christiansville, Smoky Ordinary 
and Poplar Hill, reaching the Double Bridges across the Nottoway River 
two days later. On hearing that Confederate pickets occupied Sap-
pony Church, Wilson realized he would have to take care of that force. 
Though an initial Union attack succeeded, the Rebels soon rallied and 
counterattacked.

Wilson ordered up Colonel John McIntosh’s brigade, which promptly 
pushed the enemy back to the church. But then the Yankees learned 
from captured prisoners that the Confederate cavalry divisions of Wade 
Hampton and Fitzhugh Lee were approaching. Wilson’s worst fear was 
coming true. To avoid being cut off and surrounded, he decided to bring 
up his entire division and hold the ground long enough to cover Kautz’s 
march. The Confederate assault “was made with great fury,” Wilson later 
noted, and was “repulsed with heavy loss.”

“[S]harp skirmishing continued through the night,” the general 
recalled. “[T]he enemy attacked three times with spirit, but were met 
with determination equal to their own, and each time were repulsed with 
loss.” During the fighting, Wilson sent Captain Edward Whitaker to 
army headquarters to request reinforcements. As a 5th New York trooper 
declared: “all night the battle raged fiercely, with only now and then an 
interval of rest. Those who were not engaged on the battle line were 
compelled to stand to horse and to shiver with the cold.”

The stand was successful, and Wilson with-
drew the following morning. He caught up 
with Kautz near Ream’s Station, only to find 
enemy infantry there blocking his path. The 
“situation was critical,” Wilson recalled, and in 
what one of his troopers said was a “sad hour,” 
decided to abandon his wagon trains and make 
one more desperate attempt to reach safety, 
with Kautz covering the rear as he led his men 
out of the trap. As Wilson marched, the Con-
federates managed to penetrate the column 
and isolate the two divisions. Rather than force 
his way through, Kautz decided to avoid the 
Rebels and instead marched around their flank, 
reaching the Union lines ahead of Wilson.

At dawn on June 30, Wilson reached Jar-
ratt’s Station on the Weldon Railroad. From 
there, what was left of his command contin-
ued toward the Blackwater River. The Yan-
kees quickly repaired the damaged bridge and 
crossed the river, reaching Cabin Point—and 
safety—on the James River.
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I
t was not surprising that Wilson’s raiders 
were nearly cut off and surrounded. Both 
divisions, especially Wilson’s, had been in 
a state of near-constant campaigning. 
Men and horses were all in need of sub-
stantial rest prior to setting out on the 
ex pedi    tion. That the divisions were not 
completely destroyed is testament to the 

men’s character alone. Wilson’s prospects for 
success were hurt by having to leave behind 
the 3rd New Jersey Cavalry and the 18th 
Pennsylvania on detached service. The 18th 
was a veteran regiment, and there is no doubt 
its presence would have been valuable. In addi-
tion, the raiding force was operating in 
unknown country, well away from its supply 
base and infantry support.

While Kautz would go on to command a 
division in the XXV Corps, Wilson returned 
to the Western Theater in October to com-
mand the cavalry in the Military Division of 
the Mississippi. The following spring he was 
poised to launch a diversionary movement to 
support Union forces attempting to capture 
Mobile, Ala. As the day to launch the expedi-
tion drew near, however, his instructions 
changed: He was now to take his 17,000-man 
corps through the Deep South and destroy 
important Southern manufacturing centers. 
This time Wilson’s troopers were well rested, 
well supplied and his command was intact. In 
the war’s closing days Wilson captured Selma, 
Montgomery, Columbus and Macon in Ala-
bama and Georgia.

T
he question remains: How successful was the Wilson-Kautz 
Raid? In a ruse to deter further destruction on those vital rail-
roads, the Confederate high command, including Secretary of 
War James Seddon, leaked to the Confederate press that there 
had been mass destruction, intimating that it would take months 
to repair. As a result, Grant and Union officials believed that 
Wilson and Kautz had delivered a punishing blow to the infra-
structure supporting Lee’s army. The railroads were actually 

functional again in a matter of days.
In fact, the full measure of the raid’s success could be counted in 

what Wilson and Kautz’ men did not achieve. A telegram dated July 9, 
1864, between Seddon and Lee stated that engineers had begun work 
“without the loss of an hour” on the damaged railroads at Burkeville. 
However, Seddon could not put a positive twist on the entire affair and 
candidly admitted that “I fear some two weeks may yet elapse before the 
reopening,” even as “every effort will be made to shorten the time.” 

The raiders’ failure to completely cripple Burkeville left the lines sta-
ble and in use over the course of the next several months. After Lee 
and his army capitulated at Appomattox Court House on April 9, 1865, 
Grant again cast his eyes on Burkeville. The expedition had provided 
vital intelligence on the area and the possibility of using Burkeville for 
further operations. If the Union forces in Virginia were needed to defeat 
Confederates in North Carolina, the rail stop would be the ideal staging 
point for Grant’s legions and the mountains of war materiel necessary 
to supply that vast host. That otherwise obscure point had the logistical 
potential to help bring about the rebellion’s final downfall.

Both Daniel Davis and Phillip Greenwalt have worked at Fredericksburg 
and Spotsylvania National Military Park, among other NPS sites. They 
have also collaborated on several books, including their latest, Calamity in 
Carolina: The Battle of Averasboro and Bentonville, March 1865.

�

FINAL FIRES On June 30, Wilson’s remaining troops hit Jarratt’s Station on the Weldon & Petersburg Railroad before they turned 
east toward the end of their foray, burning and destroying whatever they could find before finally returning to Union lines. 
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IN A

	 a ruined building held an incredible cache
of a soldier’s papers 
 BY John D. Hoptak

especially drawn to the war-

time history of my native 

Schuylkill County, in east- 

central Pennsylvania. My in -

terest has focused in particu lar 

on the 48th Pennsylvania, a 

volunteer infantry regiment 

recruited almost entirely from 

the lush agricultural country-

side and anthracite-laden coal 

fields of Schuylkill County. 

Raised and organized in the 

late summer of 1861, the 48th 

Pennsylvania served through-

out all four years of the con-

flict before the regiment was 

disbanded and its soldiers 

mustered out of service during 

the summer of 1865.
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UNEXPECTED WINDFALL  
The long-hidden collection 
includes prewar militia 
documents, as well as a variety 
of wartime records, orders, 
correspondence—even a poem.
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I cringe to 
think of 
what has 
already 

been lost, 
particularly 
when I hear 
stories of 
artifacts 

being 
auctioned 
off, sold in 
yard sales 
or simply 
thrown 
away

�

�

collections of historical societies across 
the county, state, even across the nation, 
hoping to discover more about the 48th 
Pennsylvania and its soldiers. I have also 
met scores of descendants of the men who 
served in its ranks, all of whom have been 
generous in their willingness to share pho-
tos and letters, as well as other documents 
and items that belonged to their ancestors. 

Yet I cannot help but wonder what 
else might still be out there, stored away 
in attics and basements, in boxes stacked 
away in closets or under beds. And I 
cringe to think of what has already been 
lost, particularly when I hear accounts of 
artifacts being auctioned off, sold in yard 
sales or simply thrown away. There are all 
too many of these kinds of stories. But 
every now and then an important item or 
collection is rescued.

Early last year I received a call from a 
man living near Silver Creek, an old coal 
patch town halfway between Pottsville 
and Tamaqua in Schuylkill County. He 
had heard of my interest in the 48th and 
thought I might want to look at some old 
letters and documents that he had sal-
vaged from a pile of wreckage and debris 
sometime earlier. I made the journey and 
spent time getting to know the caller, who 
had grown up just a few miles away in a 
small hamlet that had once stood atop a 
mountain of coal. He had gone to school 
there, and he showed me class pictures 
dating back to the 1950s.

That little village had long since been 
abandoned and unoccupied until it was 
determined the buildings had to come 
down. Demolition crews arrived and 
razed the buildings. As he had a personal 

attachment to the hamlet, the man paid 
close attention, watching as the rubble 
was loaded into trucks and dumpsters for 
removal. He also noticed, among the pile 
of bricks and boards that had once been 
his school, a wooden desk that remained 
intact—and he managed to get hold of it.

Brushing away the cobwebs, dirt and 
dust, he was surprised to discover inside 
the desk a pile of old documents, folded, 
creased and yellowed, and all covered with 
a thin layer of coal dust. “Most of them 
are from the Civil War,” he told me as 
he led me inside his kitchen to see them. 
Examining the papers, I was astonished 
to discover that they had once belonged 
to William Winlack. In the late summer 
of 1861, Winlack, who was from Silver 
Creek, had raised what became Company 
E of the 48th Pennsylvania Infantry.

Born on September 9, 1826, in County 
Londonderry, in northern Ireland, Win-
lack received very little formal education, 
going to work at a young age on his fam-
ily’s farm. Seeking greater opportunities, 
Winlack set sail for Ameri  ca at age 16, 
arriving in New York City on August 30, 
1843. He traveled to Schuylkill County, 
Pa., a short time later, where he was hired 
as a coal miner at the Black Heath mines.

In time he became an engineer, in 
charge of machinery at the mine. In 1854, 
at just 28, Winlack became the super-
intendent of a colliery in Silver Creek. 
Since he had an interest in the mili  tary, he  
also formed a local militia unit, which he 
named the Wynkoop Artillery.

When the war broke out in April 1861, 
Winlack was quick to offer the serv-
ices of his company, which became part 

B
Y RAIL, ON WATER AND ESPECIALLY ON FOOT, 

the regiment traversed nearly 5,000 miles—campaigning in various theaters—and along the 
way participated in nearly two dozen major battles and scores of smaller engagements in 
North Carolina, Virginia, Maryland and Tennessee. ¶ Despite its extensive service record, 
however, the 48th Pennsylvania is best remembered for what it accomplished in the summer 
of 1864 outside Petersburg, Va., when its soldiers—many of them prewar coal miners, com-
manded at the time by a mining engineer—tunneled more than 500 feet under a portion of 

the Confederate defenses south and east of the city. And although the resulting Battle of the Crater went 
down as a major defeat for Union forces, no one could deny the success of the 48th Pennsylvania in digging 
the mine and in giving the Union brass a golden opportunity to break the deadlock at Petersburg, perhaps 
hastening the conflict’s end. ¶ I have searched time and again through the archives, the libraries, and the 
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of the three-month 16th Pennsylvania 
Infantry. After their three-month term of 
service expired, Winlack and his soldiers 
reenlisted, almost to a man, to serve for a 
three-year term, and were mustered into 
service once again, this time becoming 
Company E, 48th Pennsylvania Infantry. 
Winlack commanded Company E for the 
next three years, seeing action in all the 
regiment’s battles, including Second Bull 
Run, South Mountain, Antietam, Fred-
ericksburg, the Wilderness and Spotsyl-
vania. Because of his experience, Winlack 
no doubt played an important role in the 
tunneling of the Petersburg mine, working 
closely with Lt. Col. Henry Pleasants.

Winlack was discharged on September 
30, 1864, when his three-year term of 
serv      ice ended. He returned to Silver Creek 
and the colliery, later moving to Coaldale. 
When he died on June 6, 1907, just shy of 
his 81st birthday, he was buried in Potts-
ville’s Presbyterian Cemetery.

As I sorted through the papers, I could 
hardly believe what I was seeing. Some of 
them dated to the 1850s and documented 
Winlack’s militia company; others related 
to his postwar years, including receipts and 
notes pertaining to the mines. But most 
were from the war years, and linked to 

The 48th Pennsylvania is best 
remembered for tunneling under 
the Confederate lines at Peters-
burg in the summer of 1864, but 
as part of the IX Corps the unit 
served in various theaters. In 
addition to participating in East-
ern Theater battles in Maryland 
and Virginia, the regiment served 
extensively in North Carolina, 
Kentucky and East Tennessee. 
Its wartime dead totaled at least 
328, who were, or remain, buried 
in seven different states. The 
48th suffered its worst losses at 
the following five battles:

�

Winlack’s tenure as captain of Company 
E, 48th Pennsylvania Infantry. There were 
bits and pieces of muster rolls and dis-
charge certificates, as well as handwritten 
notes. There was even a copy of a poem 
titled “The Gallant Forty-Eighth,” by Pri-
vate David Hamilton, who had served in 
Winlack’s company.

Also among the collection were express 
receipts, given soldiers when they sent 
home their monthly pay, along with doz-
ens of signed invoices, clothing and equip-
ment receipts and expenditure accounts, 
keeping track of the number of bullets 
fired and percussion caps used by Com-
pany E soldiers in various battles. Among 
the most interesting to me were Winlack’s 
naturalization papers, dating from when 
he officially became a U.S. citizen in 1847, 
as well as an 1860 receipt from Pottsville’s 
famed Yuengling’s Brewery.

An abstract of expenditures for the 
second quarter of 1864 reveals that at 
the Battles of the Wilderness, Spotsyl-
vania, Shady Grove (Cold Harbor), and 
at Petersburg on June 17, the men of 
Winlack’s Company E fired off a total 
of 12,800 .577-caliber Elongated Ball 
cartridges and used 13,000 percussion 
caps. Perhaps most fascinating, there is an 
Invoice of Ordnance turned over to Win-
lack and dated June 24, 1864, from “In 
the field” and signed by Lt. Col. Henry 
Pleasants, commander of the 48th Penn-
sylvania. What makes it so interesting is 
that on June 24, 1864, the same day he 
signed this invoice and handed it off to 
Winlack, Henry Pleasants met with his 
superior officers, Generals Robert Potter 
and Ambrose Burnside, into the evening 
to discuss his plan for tunneling under 
the Confederate lines, with Burnside ulti-
mately giving his approval. 

I marveled as I sorted through the 
papers left by Captain William Winlack 
of Company E. And I could not help but 
shake my head in astonishment as I heard 
how a Pennsylvania man had come across 
such a significant collection by chance.

John D. Hoptak, a park ranger at Antietam 
National Battlef ield and Gettysburg NMP, 
maintains the blog 48thpennsylvania.blog 
spot.com, teaches at the American Military 
University and has written several books, 
including The Battle of South Mountain. 

IRISH VOLUNTEER William Winlack’s militia 
unit, the Wynkoop Artillery, became Company 
E of the 48th Pennsylvania Infantry.

or mortally 
wounded

or mortally 
wounded

or mortally 
wounded

or mortally 
wounded

or mortally 
wounded
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THE TREE -LINED 
streets of Plymouth, N.C., are quiet these days, 
but from April 17-20, 1864, they rang with fire 
as Confederates strove to take the town after two 
years of Union occupation. Today visitors can recap 
the details of the Battle of Plymouth at the Port 
O’Plymouth Museum and view a one-third-scale 
replica of the Confederacy’s most famous ironclad, 
CSS Albemarle. Situated along the Roanoke River, 
Plymouth is near the western edge of Albemarle 
Sound, a region early on targeted by the Union 
for its strategic value. Loyalties here often leaned 
toward the Union, due to robust commercial ties to 
the North and fewer slaves and slaveholders than 
in the Deep South. The region’s history is rich 
and deep, yet vast expanses of flat land and water 
throughout the area evoke a paradoxical feeling 
of tranquility and remoteness, heightened by the 
knowledge that the earliest of English settlements 
in North America, the lost Roanoke colony of 
1587, failed here.–Sarah Richardson

CIRCLING
ALBERMARLE 

SOUND

EDENTON METTLE
Two Confederate cannons on the 
waterfront were created using 
melted bells from Edenton’s 
churches and courthouse.

�
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DISMAL SWAMP VISITOR CENTER
Stop by to gather reams of 
information on the Albemarle 
Sound area. Just steps away is a 
state museum showcasing the 
vast natural resources of the 
Dismal Swamp and the history 
of the 22-mile Dismal Swamp 
Canal. George Washington’s 
company surveyed the area 
when the waters extended over 
an estimated 1 million acres, 
now shrunk to about one-tenth 
that size. The canal, linking the 
Albemarle region to the Chesa-
peake Bay, was used to transport 
items such as timber and cedar 
shingles. Built by slaves and com-
pleted in 1805, it is the nation’s 
oldest manmade canal still in 
operation. The swamp also pro-
vided refuge for runaway slaves 
and was featured in Harriet 
Beecher Stowe’s second novel, 
Dred: A Tale of the Great Dismal 
Swamp, published in 1856. Walk 
a short trail or rent a kayak. For 
more information, see dismals-
wampwelcomecenter.com.

SOUTH MILLS
Today a tiny town with a pictur-
esque barbershop and church, 
South Mills was burned by the 
Confederates as Federal troops 
approached on April 19, 1862. 
The Union goal was to prevent the 
Confederates from moving vessels 
to Albemarle Sound via the canal. 
A drawbridge crosses the Dismal 
Swamp Canal in South Mills.

AUSBON HOUSE, PLYMOUTH A Confederate sniper in 
this home drew fire from Federal soldiers who arrived to retake control 
of Plymouth in December 1862 following a Confederate raid, and the 

damage remains visible in the chimney and siding. Owner Charlie 
Humphries sometimes welcomes passersby inside to see the interior 

damage, including a bullet-riddled doorframe and bannister. 
His home is one of only five pre–Civil War houses within the 

city limits. The Rebels burned many others.

HERTFORD A rare USCT  
monument (below), erected jointly in 1910 

by the First Baptist Church in Hertford 
and the Daughters of Union Veterans, 

still stands, installed two years before the 
UDC put up a Confederate monument in 
front of the town courthouse. Hertford’s 

monument is one of only an estimated two 
dozen memorials to African Americans 
who served in the Civil War. Edenton 

and Hertford both contributed African-
American soldiers to the Union cause.

�HEADS UP!
This 6.4-inch Mullane shell 

was fired by CSS Albermarle at 

a Union fort in Plymouth. See 

it at the Port 

O’Plymouth 

Museum.
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ELIZABETH CITY
Named either after Queen Elizabeth 
I or Elizabeth Tooley, a tavern owner 
who donated land to the city, Elizabeth 
City is the northern gateway to 
Albemarle Sound. Facing the water is 
the Museum of the Albemarle, housing 
a Civil War exhibit exploring both 
sides of the conflict in Elizabeth City 
(ends February 2016) and an exhibit 
on North Carolina’s 109 Civil War 
monuments (through November 28, 
2015). Other displays focus on shad 
and natural history. For more, visit 
museumofthealbemarle.com.

EDENTON
Historic homes, leafy streets and Civil 
War monuments grace this charming 
waterfront town. Alongside the colo-
nial-era Penelope Barker Visitor Center 
is the Edenton Battery, two Confederate 
cannons that remain of four, cast from 

metal melted down from bells in the 
town’s courthouse and churches. At 
water’s edge stands the Roanoke River 
Lighthouse, a replica of a lighthouse 
erected by screwing posts into the 
waterbed. Edenton, which is notable for 
its converted cotton mills and peanut 
factory as well as the nation’s oldest 
courthouse in continuous use, was the 
hometown of escaped slave Harriet 
Jacobs, who wrote a memoir in 1862 
about hiding for seven years in an attic 
there. To learn more, visit Edenton.com.

SOMERSET PLANTATION, CRESWELL
Unusually large for plantations in North 
Carolina, Somerset was worked by some 
200 slaves—several brought directly 
from West Africa for their rice-mak-
ing expertise. You can wander through 
outbuildings, which once numbered 50, 
and if you pay admission, also tour the 
main house. The plantation faces Lake 

Edenton

CSS Albemarle replica 
THE BATTLE OF

PLYMOUTH
FOUGHT APRIL 17-20, 1864,

proved to be the 

Confederacy’s most 

successful joint operation, 

as a 7,000-man division 

under Maj. Gen. Robert 

Hoke and CSS Albemarle 

recaptured the port city. The 

Federal garrisons held on for 

three days, but were forced 

to surrender soon after the 

Rebel ironclad arrived. 

�

�
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Phelps and is adjacent to Pettigrew State 
Park. Not far off, Pungo Lake features 
platforms for viewing migratory water-
fowl and a trail for bear watching (May–
September). For more, visit nchistoricsites.
org/somerset/main.htm.

POCOSIN WILDLIFE CENTER, COLUMBIA
The topography of the Albemarle 
region includes pocosins, an Algonquin 
Indian word meaning “swamp on a hill.” 
Learn about birds and plants of the area, 
and take a stroll on a boardwalk trail 
through the swamp.

PORT O’PLYMOUTH MUSEUM
Housed in a 1923 train station, this 
small focused collection contains arti-
facts and information concerning the 
Battle of Plymouth in 1864, where Con-
federates experienced their last major 
victory in North Carolina, thanks to the 
ironclad CSS Albemarle, which broke 

through the Union naval blockade. In 
addition to a one-third-scale replica 
of Albemarle moored on the river, the 
museum showcases period munitions, 
artifacts recovered from the swamps, 
and the tale of the church bell used 
onboard Albemarle, seized as a war prize 
by the Federals, and recently returned 
to Plymouth.

MANTEO
Fort Raleigh in Manteo, on Roanoke 
Island, is home to the remnants of 
the first English settlement in North 
America, Roanoke. Visitors can see 
portions of the settler’s earthen fort and 
learn about Queen Elizabeth’s support 
for New World ventures—and ponder 
the lost colony’s mysterious fate. The 
grounds were also home to a freedman’s 
colony established after Union troops 
liberated slaves. A marker commemo-
rates the colony.

Waterman’s Grill, Edenton 
Seafood and more, served in an 
attractive historic brick building 
close to the waterfront.

Quality Seafood Market,
Elizabeth City
This modest storefront restaurant 
serves a tasty variety of perfectly 
fried seafood and hush puppies. 
The coleslaw is excellent.

Snack 
time

“miserable morass where 
nothing can inhabit

Virginia planter William Byrd II
describes the Dismal Swamp in 1728

”
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Roswell, Georgia

Explore Maryland with once-in-a- 
lifetime commemorations—all at one 
destination. Create your family history by 
exploring ours. Go to visitmaryland.org to 
plan your trip today.

Home to more than 400 sites, the Civil 
War’s impact on Georgia was greater than 
any other event in the state’s history.  Visit 
www.gacivilwar.org to learn more.

There’s no other place that embodies the 
heart and soul of the True South in all its 
rich and varied expressions—Mississippi. 
Find Your True South.

To discover more about Tennessee and 
to order your free official Tennessee 
Vacation Guide, visit tnvacation.com or 
call 1-800-GO2-TENN.

Known for sublime natural beauty, 
captivating history and heritage and 
warm hospitality, West Virginia really 
is the great escape. Start planning your 
getaway today.

Founded in 1783, Greeneville has a rich  
historical background as the home for 
such important figures as Davy Crockett 
and President Andrew Johnson. Plan your 
visit now!

Join us for our Civil War Anniversary 
Commemoration including attractions 
and tours, exhibitions, memorials and 
a selection of artifacts from Fort Fisher.

Lebanon, KY is home to the Lebanon  
National Cemetery, its own Civil War 
Park, and it’s part of the John Hunt 
Morgan Trail.

VisitLebanonKY.com today.

A vacation in Georgia means great family 
experiences that can only be described as 
pretty sweet. Explore Georgia’s Magnolia 
Midlands.

Visit Chattanooga’s pivotal Civil War 
sites that changed America forever.  
Combine your stay in this top rated tourism  
destination with other world-class attrac-
tions, music festivals and unique dining. 
 

“Part of the One and Only Bluegrass!” 
Visit National Historic Landmark, Na-
tional Civil War Trust tour, historic ferry, 
and the third largest planetarium of its 
kind in the world!

Experience the Civil War in Jacksonville 
at the Museum of  Military History. 
Relive one of Arkansas’ first stands at the 
Reed’s Bridge Battlefield.

jacksonvillesoars.com/museum.php

Explore the past in Baltimore during two 
commemorative events: the War of 1812 
Bicentennial and Civil War 150.

Plan your trip at Baltimore.org.

Once Georgia’s last frontier outpost, now 
its third largest city, Columbus is a true 
destination of choice. History, theater, 
arts and sports—Columbus has it all.

Fayetteville/Cumberland County, North 
Carolina is steeped in history and patriot-
ic traditions. Take a tour highlighting our 
military ties, status as a transportation 
hub, and our Civil War story.

Over 650 grand historic homes in three 
National Register Historic Districts. 
Birthplace of America’s greatest play-
wright, Tennessee Williams. The ultimate 
Southern destination—Columbus, MS.

Whether you love history, culture, the 
peacefulness of the great outdoors, or the 
excitement of entertainment, Roswell offers 
a wide selection of attractions and tours. 

www.visitroswellga.com

Six major battles took place in Winchester 
and Frederick County, and the town 
changed hands approximately 72 times—
more than any other town in the country! 

www.visitwinchesterva.com

With a variety of historic attractions 
and outdoor adventures, Tishomingo 
County is a perfect destination for lovers 
of history and nature alike.

Experience living history for The Battles 
of Marietta Georgia, featuring reenact-
ments, tours and a recreation of 1864 
Marietta.

www.mariettacivilwar.com

Are you a history and culture buff? There 
are many museums and attractions, Civil 
War, and Civil Rights sites just for you in 
Jackson, Mississippi.

Experience the Old West in action with 
a trip through Southwest Montana. 
For more information on our 15 ghost 
towns, visit southwestmt.com or call 
800-879-1159, ext 1501. 

Walk where Civil War soldiers fought and 
died. A short trip from Nashville and a long 
journey into America’s history!
Call (800) 716-7560.

ReadySetRutherford.com 

Richmond,
Kentucky

Greeneville, TN

For free information about these advertisers, fill out the attached reply card.

History lives in Tupelo, Mississippi. Visit 
Brice’s Crossroads National Battlefield, 
Natchez Trace Parkway, Tupelo Nation-
al Battlefield, Mississippi Hills Exhibit  
Center and more.

Tishomingo County, MS

The Mississippi Hills National Heritage 
Area highlights the historic, cultural, nat-
ural, scenic and recreational treasures of 
this distinctive region.

www.mississippihills.org



History surrounds Cartersville, GA, 
including Allatoona Pass, where a fierce 
battle took place, and Cooper’s Furnace, 
the only remnant of the bustling 
industrial town of Etowah.

If you’re looking for an easy stroll through 
a century of fine architecture or a trek 
down dusty roads along the Blues Trail, 
you’ve come to the right place.

www. visitgreenwood.com

Follow the Civil War Trail in Meridian, 
Mississippi, where you’ll experience 
history first-hand, including Merrehope 
Mansion, Marion Confederate Cemetery 
and more. www.visitmeridian.com.

St. Mary’s County, Maryland. Visit Point 
Lookout, site of the war’s largest prison 
camp, plus Confederate and USCT 
monuments. A short drive from the  
nation’s capital.

Southern hospitality at its finest, the  
Classic South, Georgia, offers visitors a 
combination of history and charm mixed 
with excursion options for everyone from 
outdoorsmen to museum-goers.

Prestonsburg, KY -  Civil War & history 
attractions, and reenactment dates at 
PrestonsburgKY.org. Home to Jenny 
Wiley State Park, country music enter-
tainment & Dewey Lake.

Search over 10,000 images and primary 
documents relating to the Civil War Battle 
of Hampton Roads, now available in The 
Mariners’ Museum Library Online Catalog!

www.marinersmuseum.org/.catalogs

Come to Cleveland, Mississippi—the 
birthplace of the blues. Here, you’ll find 
such legendary destinations as Dockery 
Farms and Po’ Monkey’s Juke Joint.

www.visitclevelandms.com 

Fitzgerald, Georgia...100 years of bring-
ing people together. Learn more about 
our story and the commemoration of 
the 150th anniversary of the Civil War’s 
conclusion at www.fitzgeraldga.org.

Hundreds of authentic artifacts. Voted 
fourth finest in U.S. by North & South 
Magazine. Located in historic Bardstown, 
Kentucky.  

www.civil-war-museum.org

Confederate Memorial Park in Marbury, 
Alabama, commemorates the Civil War 
with an array of historic sites and arti-
facts. Experience the lives of Civil War 
soldiers as never before. 

Seven museums, an 1890 railroad, a British 
fort and an ancient trade path can be found 
on the Furs to Factories Trail in the Ten-
nessee Overhill, located in the corner of 
Southeast Tennessee.

Treat yourself to Southern Kentucky 
hospitality in London and Laurel 
County! Attractions include the Levi 
Jackson Wilderness Road State Park and 
Camp Wildcat Civil War Battlefield.

Hip and historic Frederick County 
boasts unique shopping and dining 
experiences, battlefields, museums, 
covered bridges, and abundant outdoor 
recreation. Request a free travel packet!

Sandy Springs, Georgia, is the perfect 
hub for exploring Metro Atlanta’s Civil 
War sites. Conveniently located near 
major highways, you’ll see everything 
from Sandy Springs!

Come to Helena, Arkansas and see 
the Civil War like you’ve never seen it  
before. Plan your trip today!

www.CivilWarHelena.com
www.VisitHelenaAR.com

Williamson County, Tennessee, is rich in 
Civil War history. Here, you can visit the 
Lotz House, Carnton Plantation, Carter 
House, Fort Granger and Winstead Hill 
Park, among other historic locations.

Tennessee’s Farragut Folklife Museum 
is a treasure chest of artifacts telling the 
history of the Farragut and Concord 
communities, including the Admiral  
David Glasgow Farragut collection.

Explore the Natchez Trace. Discover 
America.  Journey along this 444-mile 
National Scenic Byway stretching from 
the Mississippi River in Natchez through 
Alabama and then Tennessee.

Near Chattanooga, f ind glorious 
mountain scenery and heart-pounding 
white-water rafting. Walk in the footsteps 
of the Cherokee and discover a charming 
historic downtown. 

Historic sites throughout the county 
throw their doors open the first Saturday 
of every month through October. Free 
admission!

www.visitqueenannes.com

Vicksburg, Mississippi is a great place 
to bring your family to learn American 
history, enjoy educational museums and 
check out the mighty Mississippi River.

Join us as we commemorate the 150th 
anniversary of Knoxville’s Civil War forts. 
Plan your trip today!

www.knoxcivilwar.org

Just 15 miles south of downtown Atlanta 
lies the heart of the true South: Clayton 
County, Georgia, where heritage comes 
alive! vv

History, bourbon, shopping, sightseeing 
and relaxing—whatever you enjoy, you’re 
sure to find it in beautiful Bardstown, KY. 
Plan your visit today. 

www.visitbardstown.com

Through personal stories, interactive 
exhibits and a 360° movie, the Civil War 
Museum focuses on the war from the 
perspective of the Upper Middle West.

www.thecivilwarmuseum.org

There’s a place where a leisurely stroll 
might lead to an extraordinary historic 
home, a beautiful monastery or a lush 
peach orchard. That place is Georgia.
  ExploreGeorgia.org/HistoricHeartland 

Known for its important role in the 1864 
Civil War Battle of Mobile Bay, Fort 
Morgan stands today as a testament to 
perseverance and resolve. See history 
come alive.

Alabama Gulf ShoresAlabama Gulf Shores

CIVIL WAR MUSEUM
of the Western Theater

Confederate Memorial Park is the site of 
Alabama’s only Home for Confederate vet-
erans (1902-1939). The museum interprets 
Alabama’s Confederate period and the Ala-
bama Confederate Soldiers’ Home.

ALABAMA HISTORICAL COMMISSION

Cleveland, TN

Historic Bardstown, Kentucky

STEP BACK IN TIME at Camp Nelson 
Civil War Heritage Park, a Union Army 
supply depot and African American ref-
ugee camp. Museum, Civil War Library, 
Interpretive Trails and more.

Destination
Jessamine, KY
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REVIEWED BY HARRY SMELTZER

IGITAL OR EBOOK READERS, 
better known by their brand names Kindle 
and Nook (among others), have been 
around for more than 10 years now, but 
I’ve been disappointed in how publishers 
have—or rather have not—taken advantage 
of them. A newspaper that shall remain 
nameless sponsored what it claimed was a 

“blog” during the Sesquicentennial, but really it was nothing more than 
a series of newspaper articles on the web. Similarly, the vast majority 
of e-books have been traditional print books that can be read on an 
electronic device. Other than convenience (instantaneous purchase 
and no need to make room on your bookshelf ), there’s not been much 
difference between them and their hardbound siblings—yet.

Before discussing how “I Am Willing” takes advantage of the 
medium, let’s look at its content. The 179th, which suffered high 
casualties during the siege of Petersburg, was a “high number” Union 
regiment that entered service late in the war. As Edwin Rutan points 
out, these regiments have received short shrift in Civil War literature, 
partly due to their short length of service, but also due to biases of 
veterans of early war units, as well as historians such as Bruce Catton, 
who derided these soldiers as “bounty men,” in it for the money. In 
addition to plowing the relatively unbroken ground of these maligned 
regiments, however, Rutan also strives to address aspects of the conflict 
that, while recently studied in the aggregate, have seldom been covered 
in even the “new” regimental histories, including: support from the 
home front; medical care; the role of religion; the 1864 election; deser-
tion; and postwar pensions. And Rutan’s research has also uncovered 
new, previously unheard voices of members of the 179th, in the form of 
newspaper coverage, correspondence and journals. His bibliography and 
notes indicate that he consulted numerous archives and newspapers in 
addition to published works.

In his appendix “How to Get the Most Out of this Book,” Rutan 
describes how this publication differs from a traditional print book. 
Endnotes are actively linked, of course: Click on the note number and 
you go right to the citation, without the need to flip back and forth. I 
would like to see these citations take another step, such as linking to 
public domain publications that are available online, taking readers to 
the specific passage cited when possible. Or for non-public domain 
publications, a link to purchase details (a possible revenue opportu-
nity for publishers?) photographs, maps and illustrations that can be 
enlarged and swipe-navigated, and links are provided to high-resolution 
copies on the author’s website. Instead of a consulting a traditional 

index, the purchaser relies on the e-reader’s 
search function. And notes can be made with-
out mucking up the margins and killing the 
resale value of...wait a minute—nevermind.

Rutan is working on a roster of the 
regiment that is available on his website, 
179thnyvolunteers.org, along with other infor-
mation. I’d like to see this incorporated into 
the e-book itself, perhaps in condensed format 
with links to more detailed information.

“I Am Willing” is interesting on several lev-
els, and I think makes good use of the e-book 
delivery system. More can be done, including 
additional links to additional information 
available on the web—a more organic process. 
But it gives reader a taste of what I think is to 
come. This ain’t your grandpa’s, or even your 
pa’s, reading experience: That has changed, 
and I think will continue to do so in a good 
way. But what am I going to do about my 
crowded bookcases?

NEW APPROACH TO
REGIMENTAL HISTORIES

�

“If I Have Got to Go and Fight,
I Am Willing”: A Union Regiment 

Forged in the Petersburg Campaign—
The 179th New York Volunteer 

Infantry, 1864–1865”
By Edwin P. Rutan II

e-book: order at 179thnyvolunteers.org
$14.95



 Friction of the frontier between Europeans and the Native peoples 
increased as more and more settlers moved westward clearing fi elds 
and building permanent communities.
 Disputes on issues ranged from personal insults, unfair trade or 
regional policy and often became violent. Few communities were 
close to the small military outposts that dotted the wilderness, and 
travel on the crude roads and trails could take days for any organized 
force to react to a threat.

 Nothing could have been more terrifying to an isolated family or small 
community on the frontier than the sudden appearance of a war party.  
 Harvest time was often the season that Europeans and Native peoples 
alike made war, knowing that destroying the enemy’s food crop before 
winter would be devastating.
 These exciting fi gures and accessories are the newest additions to 
W.Britain’s growing collection of historical miniatures in 1/30th scale. 
Each hand painted metal fi gure measures approximately 60mm in height.

Th e fi gures above are just a small sampling of the Clash of Empires collection that W. Britain produces.
Th e fi gures shown and the entire W. Britain range can be purchased from the retailers listed below:

WBA1015            ©2015 FIRST GEAR, INC.

Tedtoy Miniatures
Tel: 270-929-2876 
www.tedtoy.com

1301 Walnut Street
Owensboro, Kentucky 42301

Hobby Bunker
Tel: 781-321-8855 
Fax: 781-321-8866
www.hobbybunker.com

33 Exchange Street
Malden, Massachusetts 02148

Tel: 973-627-4961 
www.greenscollectables.com

46 Warren Trail
Denville, New Jersey 07834

Tel: 414-302-1850
Fax: 414-302-1851

www.toysoldiershoppe.net
3775 S. 108th St.

Tel: 740-775-7400
www.thehistorystore.net
info@thehistorystore.net

101 North Paint St.
Chillicothe, Ohio 45601

Treefrog Treasures
Tel: 866-394-2418

Outside U.S.: 1-507-545-2500
www.treefrogtreasures.com
248 Sandstone Drive NW
Eyota, Minnesota 55934

Tel: 408-395-3000
Fax: 408-358-3966

www.sierratoysoldier.com
29 N. Santa Cruz Ave.

Los Gatos, California 95030

Tel: (Toll Free)1-888-825-8697
www.toysoldierco.com

Call and mention this ad to 
recieve a FREE catalog!



REVIEWED BY
WILLIAM JOHN SHEPHERD

G
rant’s Last Battle rep-
resents Chris Mackow-
ski’s latest contribution 

to the “Emerging Civil War Series” 
that he co-founded and edits. Grant 
is remembered as the general who 
won the Civil War and the president 
who failed to secure the peace. He 
also authored what was arguably 
the best military memoir in Ameri-
can history. Mackowski relates the 
old warrior’s woes, including public 
humiliation and sudden penury 
due to the malfeasance of business 

“GUILFORD UNDER THE STARS AND BARS”
is a new book by C. Michael Briggs. The book highlights

every major event that happened in Guilford County,
North Carolina during the Civil War.

This book includes a self-guided tour of all 24 Civil War sites in the County. 

You will visit the location and learn the details of the seven Confederate gun 
factories in the area.

war in the county and visit the memorial to the army.

You will visit the sites that President Jefferson Davis stayed and held his cabine  
meetings in Greensboro, NC.

You will visit the battle sites from tonemans Raid including the capture and 
burning of the Reedy Fork Trestle, the North Carolina Armory at Florence, 
Jamestown Railroad Depot, and the railroad trestle over Deep River.

You will visit the site of the attack of the 15th Pennsylvania Cavalry on the
camp of the 3rd South Carolina Cavalry on April 11, 1865. Lt. Col. Charles Betts was 
awarded the U.S. Congressional Medal of Honor for his actions in this attack.

This book contains photos of the many relics recovered from the gun factory 
locations, army camp sites, and cavalry skirmish sites.

The book includes a guide to the 17 companies of soldiers formed in the County.

The book includes a “Roll of Honor” of the 598 men fro  Guilford County
who died in the war.

The book covers the causes of the Civil War from the Southern point of view.

The book tells the story of Civil War heroine Laura Wesson.

Your tour will include a visit to the world’s largest collection of Confederate

This Book may be ordered by mailing a

check for $44.95 plus $4.00 Postage to.

C. Michael Briggs

3705-B West Market Street

Greensboro, NC 27403

�

In October 1862, Captain Wesley Brainerd and 
a detachment of the 50th New York Engineers marched from Harpers 
Ferry, Va., to Berlin, Md. (known today as Brunswick) to put up a pon-

toon bridge so George McClellan’s Army of the Potomac could pursue the Army 
of Northern Virginia. “For two days and nights,” Brainerd wrote, Federal troops 
stamped southward across their namesake river. ¶ After those columns disap-
peared, Brainerd and his engineers remained behind waiting for new orders, 
and lost touch with the war for a bit. “The weather was charming” and “the roads 
were in excellent condition,” remembered Brainerd, but bushwhackers roamed 
the countryside. Finally an officer rode up to tell them Burnside had replaced 
McClellan and the pontoons were needed in Virginia, so they headed south, to 
the Fredericksburg fiasco. ¶ It’s vignettes like this that make Brainerd’s memoir, 
written in 1870 and published in 1997, so valuable. Brainerd—later colonel of the 
50th—expounds on how pontoons were built, his Welsh manservant “Johnny” 
(who could march no better than a “wild kangaroo”) and command confusion in 
the Army of the Potomac. His writing is straightforward, and Malles’ editing is 
informative but not overbearing. You can pick up this book and find interesting 
information on nearly every page. The hard part is putting it down.

EDITOR’S PICK:
Being an old, new or random book favored by the editor
Bridge Building in Wartime:
Colonel Wesley Brainerd’s Memoir of
the 50th New York Volunteer Engineers

Edited by Ed Malles
University of Tennessee Press, $36

Grant’s Last 
Battle: The 
Story Behind 
the Personal 
Memoirs of 
Ulysses S. Grant
Chris Mackowski
Savas Beatie, 
2015, $14.95



For information on placing a Direct Response or Marketplace ad in Print and Online contact us today:  
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With Pride We Honor The Brave Men Of  the 
Union Who Fought The Civil War.

With Patience We Preserve Their Memory, 
Their Monuments, and Their Legacy.

With Persistence We Educate The Children of  

With Passion We Promote A Sense of  Patriotism 
and Citizenship For The Common Good.

If you share our goals of Education, Preservation, 
Honor, Patriotism, and Citizenship:

THE SONS OF UNION VETERANS OF 
THE CIVIL WAR WANT YOU! 

Both Regular and Associate Membership 
Applications as well as information are available 

at: http://www.suvcw.org/member.htm

 TRAVEL/TOURS/VACATIONS
www.CivilWarTraveler.com

 WANTED
LETTERS, DOCUMENTS RELATED TO SIMEON
B. David 14th Ga., Horatio J. David, 16th Ga., M. 
P. Alexander, 43rd Ga., Ted Pulliam: 703-836-
1094, pulliams3@comcast.net.

Nobody even comes close to building 
a Civil War tent with as much 

attention to reinforcing the stress 
areas as Panther. Our extra heavy 
duty reinforcing is just one of the 

added features that makes Panther 
tentage the best you can buy!

PANTHER’S Catalog No. 23 ... $2.00
131 pages of the best 
selection of historical 
re-enactment items 
from medieval era to 
Civil War era. Includes 
over 60 pages on our 
famous tents.

Your $2. cost is 
refundable with first 
order. SEND for copy  
TODAY

The Best Tents in History
P.O. Box 32C
Normantown WV 25267
(304)462-7718
www.pantherprimitives.com

REINFORCEMENTS
MAKE ALL THE DIFFERENCE!!!

• Rector’s Crossroads (present day Atoka, VA), Stuart’s 
headquarters.

• Sykesville, MD, burning of B&O Railroad bridge.
• Westminster, MD, clash with companies C and D, 1st 

Delaware Cavalry and graves of two Confederates.
• Union Mills, MD, Stuart has breakfast with local family

and local museum.
• Hanover, PA, cavalry engagement between Stuart’s

brigades and Judson Kilpatrick’s division, June 30.
• Carlisle, PA, burning of the Cavalry Barracks and clash

with Union troops, July 1.
• Harrisburg, PA, local sites and boat ride on the 

Susquehanna River.
• Hunterstown, PA, rear guard clash with Kilpatrick’s 

cavalrymen, July 2.
• Gettysburg, PA, East Cavalry Battlefield, engagement

Stuart vs. David Gregg, July 3.
• Friday evening speakers include noted historians, Ted 

Alexander and Eric Wittenberg
• Saturday evening join Jeff Wert and the attendees as we 

take a light dinner cruise on the Pride of the Susquehanna 
travelling along the Susquehanna River at Harrisburg, Pa. as 
Jeff Wert gives a presentation based on his Stuart biography

Shenandoah 
Civil War 
Associates 
presents:
“J.E.B. Stuart
at Gettysburg”

Tour dates:
June 17-19 2016
Join us on a tour with noted historian 
& author Jeffry D. Wert as we visit sites 
associated with Stuart’s ride and the
Battle of Gettysburg. We will visit:

For program information email
shencivilwar@gmail.com
To register contact Bonnie Powell of

Conference Services at James Madison University
(540) 568-8043



partner Ferdinand Ward, as well 
as back-stabbing efforts by aide 
Adam Badeau, which resulted in 
questions about the authorship of 
Grant’s memoirs. Fortunately, the 
veterans who sent Grant dona-
tions—along with support from 
Mark Twain, who became Grant’s 
publisher, and P.T. Barnum, who 
raised money displaying Grant’s 
memorabilia—inspired the fatally 
ill former general, who found his 
literary voice even as his actual 
voice faded.

Though there are no source 
notes, Mackowski includes an 
impressive annotated bibliography 
and more than 200 photos and 
illustrations, in addition to several 
appendices. This is a poignant 
account of a great man’s final 
efforts to secure his country’s unity, 
his family’s welfare and his own 
legacy. Though he succeeded on 
the first two counts, his legacy 
was ripped to shreds by South-
ern propa gandists, desperate to 
denigrate him while promoting the 
Lost Cause—which the former 
general always saw as treason.

GravestoneRubbingSupplies.com

   Where rubbings become wearable art!

Make A Lasting 

  Impression

Don’t miss a single copy.
Order today!

1-800-358-6327
HistoryNetShop.com
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Civil War Tours 2016
April 20-23  (Wed-Sat)  Shiloh & the Battle of Corinth. NEW!
Join historians Ed Bearss & Tim Smith as we examine the historic events associated 
with the Battle of Shiloh. We will spend 3 full days walking the hallowed ground 
of Fraley’s Field, the Peach Orchard, Bloody Pond, the Hornets’ Nest and Pittsburg 
Landing.  In addition, we will tour the sites of the Battle of Corinth. Evening 
lectures presented by author & Shiloh expert Tim Smith.  . . . . . . . . . . . . . $550

May 12-15 (Thurs-Sunday) Lincoln’s Washington featuring the John 
Wilkes Booth Escape Route. NEW TOUR!
Join legendary historian guide Edwin C. Bearss for a 3-day tour of Washington, 
DC sites connected with Lincoln and the Civil War.  Stops will include Lincoln’s 
summer cottage, Fort Steven’s where Lincoln was nearly shot by a Confederate 
sniper, Ford’s Theater, the Peterson House where Lincoln died, and Fort McNair 
where conspirators  were tried and executed. We will spend a full day following the 
escape route of John Wilkes Booth from the back alley of Ford’s Theater, through 
the Maryland countryside stopping at the Surratt Tavern, Dr. Mudd’s home, and the 
site where Booth was cornered and shot.  Evening lectures by Ed Bearss.  . . $550

June 10-12 (Fri- Sun)  Gettysburg: Pickett’s Charge & Lee’s Retreat
Follow historians Ed Bearss & Jeff Wert as we cover the dramatic events of the 
final day of the Battle of Gettysburg. We will walk Pickett’s Charge and trace the 
retreat of the Army of Northern Virginia to Falling Waters on the Potomac River. 
Evening lecture by author/historian Jeff Wert. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$350

October 13-16 (Thurs-Sun) Chickamauga/Chattanooga   NEW!
Join historians Ed Bearss & Jim Ogden as we devote 3 days to the famous 
Battles of Chickamauga & Chattanooga. This in-depth tour will include stops 
at Winfrey Field, Snodgrass Hill, Missionary Ridge, Orchard Knob, Lookout 
Mountain and the National Cemetery.  Evening lectures by Jim Ogden. . .$550

October 21-23 (Fri- Sun) The Maryland Campaign: Harpers 
Ferry, South Mountain, and Antietam
Spend 2 days with historians Ed Bearss & Tom Clemens as we cover the events 
that led to America’s bloodiest day in history. We’ll tour Harpers Ferry, the gaps 
of South Mountain, and the key sites of Antietam Battlefield including the North 
Woods, West Woods, Bloody Lane, and Burnside’s Bridge. Evening lectures by 
Tom Clemens & Dennis Frye . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$350

*Our tours include evening lectures, lunches, tactical maps & the finest battlefield guides!

Call  (301) 676-4642 today for our 2016 brochure!
Civil War Tours - P.O. Box 416, Keedysville, MD 21756

email:  info@civilwartours.org    website: www.civilwartours.org

Also be sure to check out our sister company: South Mountain Expeditions
2016 Tours include: Battle of Britain, Normandy, West Texas & Montana

email:  tours@smountainexpeditions.com    website: www.smountainexpeditions.com



$17,220
VIRTUALLY 
every enlisted Union sol-
dier, no matter his branch 
of service, was issued one 
of these utilitarian “four- 
button fatigue blouses” 
commonly known as a sack 
coat because it fit like, 
well, a sack. Millions of 
these garments were made 
between 1861-1865, but 
the frugal U.S. Army used 
up its stockpile during the 
Indian Wars. Skinner Auc-
tions sold this rare sur-
vivor, which belonged to 
G.D. Brientnall of the 6th 
Pennsylvania Infantry.
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Historic Gettysburg Cigars

We only sell cigars to adults who meet the legal
age requirement to purchase tobacco products.

Hand crafted and American made cigars available in a variety of sizes and wrappers exclusively from Great 

Gettysburg Tobacco Company.™

Exclusives From

© 2015, GettysGear, All Rights Reserved.

®

Our gourmet coffee beans are hand roasted in small batches providing the most delicious 

and aromatic cup of coffee you can imagine.  vailabl exclusively from Great

Gettysburg Coffee Company.™  Premium Beans.  Perfect Roasting.  Great Coffee.

Small Batch Roasted Coffee

Hand Cast Aluminum
Hand cast and hand painted pieces make for truly unique home decor.
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Get Ready 

for the Holidays!

At GettysGear®, we offer the most unique and 

interesting  hand made products...made right 

here in Gettysburg!  And,  you won’t them find 

anywhere else.  Stop by for a visit.

GettysGear.com



The word powerful doesn’t even begin to describe Pittsburgh’s contributions during the Civil War. 

Learn the stories of the Western Pennsylvanians who played a role, from Strong Vincent’s heroic stand 

at Gettysburg to the 78 women and girls who died during the Allegheny Arsenal explosion. Then stare 

down a massive 26-foot long Rodman Cannon, just like the one made at the Fort Pitt Foundry in the 

Strip District. See it all at the Heinz History Center, the Smithsonian’s home in Pittsburgh.

www.heinzhistorycenter.org


