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Computer assisted drawing (CAD) 
is to engineering and architecture 
what word processing is to daily 
corporate life. 

The world of CAD is dominated 
by a company called Autodesk,  
which says we will need to build  
1 000 buildings a day just to keep 
up with the growth of the world’s 
population. So its software sales  
are assured for decades to come!

But these days, Autodesk has  
also been active in 3D printing, 
movie special effects, tracking  
user behaviour and, crucially,  
in machine learning for robots.  
When one of Autodesk’s robots 
learns how to do something, it  
will immediately share that with  

all the other robots on its network, 
so they can all do it too. 

Autodesk is creating drawing 
software to design spaceships and 
even save endangered species, but 
they’re also becoming ‘Skynet’, the 
company that accidentally builds 
the artificial intelligence that, well, 
crushes humanity in the famous 
Terminator movies. 

Come to think of it, just last week 
I was sure that Amazon was Skynet,  
and the week before that it was 
Apple. Or was it Google?

I’m with Elon Musk, the rock-star 
industrialist who wants all of the 
AI companies to share their work, 
so that one of them doesn’t do 
something to accidentally trigger  
the Skynet scenario. 

One of the things that separate  
us from the machines is music.  
And the most advanced humans 
know how to share their vibes  
with one of the Bluetooth speakers 
we’ve lined up on page 24.

As the year slowly winds down, 
the geeks are getting wound up by 
the prospect of great tech gifts to 
give and receive over the festive 
season. We’ve rounded up some 
gifting ideas on page 63.

Post a comment on the TechMagazineZA 
Facebook page and you could win a  

Pierre Cardin Phantom Anti-Theft Smart 
backpack, worth R900, with padded 

compartments, hidden pockets,  
and an external USB port.

SHARE

&

TECH CHIEF
ed@techmagazine.co.za
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Special offers, discounts and fab 

prizes exclusive to Tech subscribers
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2

SMS
TO WIN
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‘NOV NOTEBOOK’ 
and your ID number  

to 43183. 

DELL INSPIRON 
15 3552 

NOTEBOOK
worth 

R5 000
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Phone or tablet in  
need of repairs? Get 

20% discount on repairs 
of all makes and models 

of phones and tablets 
with Phix.

SAVE with weFix 
repairs! Get 10% off 
iPhone repairs, and 

5% off any Samsung 
mobile and Apple 

Mac repairs.

SAVE
10%

SAVE
20%1 2

Get 10% off* labour 
when your PC is fixed  
or upgraded by Dial a 

Nerd tech experts.
*First hour only

SAVE
10%3

P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y

: C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S

TO STAND  
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43183. Standard SMS  

rates apply.
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TO WIN

To enter, SMS  
‘NOV PRIME’ and  

your ID number  
to 43183. 

SMS
TO WIN

To enter, SMS  
‘NOV FLIP’ and  
your ID number  

to 43183. 

SAMSUNG 
GALAXY J7 

PRIME
worth  

R4 900
JBL FLIP 3 
PORTABLE 

BLUETOOTH 
SPEAKER
worth 

R2 100 
EACH

  
A TFG GIFT CARD  

(AUTOMATIC ENTRY 
FOR ALL  

SUBSCRIBERS)
worth  

R5 000  



ATARIBOX
Retro gaming 
consoles have 
been popping up  
all over the place, with 
industry pioneers such as 
Nintendo and Sega trading 
on the nostalgia of millions  
of now-grown-up gamers. The 
Ataribox brings back a gaming 
brand many may not have heard  
of in decades. During the ’70s and 
’80s, Atari was the wunderkind of 
the gaming world, and the new 
Ataribox console looks set to mix 
that legacy, nostalgia and modern 
gaming convenience in a beautiful 
package inspired by the hit 1977 
platform the Atari 2600.

Details are still very sparse, but 
Atari has released great photos of 
the upcoming plug ’n’ play console, 
and has promised to revive classic 
gaming titles as well as provide a 
platform for new content – to keep 
old fans and new recruits playing 
long after the nostalgia factor has 
worn off. 

It’s expected that the Ataribox 
will come in two models: a wood- 
look version and a black-and-red 
version, with both models sporting 
indicator lights on the front panel.

Regardless of the lack of details,  
the design alone is enough to get 
even casual gamers drooling while 
we await further updates.

SD card support, HDMI, 4× USB ports, 
classic and new games available, R TBA, 
ataribox.com

Possibly the first 
video game of all time 

was Pong, in which 
two players knocked  
a tiny block from side 
to side on the screen. 
It reached mainstream 
popularity when Atari 

manufactured an 
arcade version  

in 1972. 
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A retro gaming console from the industry icons
Words William Horne @awilliamhorne

RARE 
VINTAGE

The Atari 2600 was a critical 
milestone in video game history. 

Sold from 1977 to 1982, it was the 
first console where you could play 
different games by simply changing 
the cartridge. It was priced at about 
$200 (equivalent of roughly $780  
or R10 000 in today’s money) and 
shipped with two joysticks and a 
single cartridge, first with Combat 
and later Pac-Man. It popularised 
Space Invaders in the ’80s, too.



RAYS OF
A solar-powered cinema lets 
Sydelle Willow Smith and her 
husband tell real African stories
Words Joanne Carew @littleCarew

Co-founders of 
Sunshine Cinema

@SunshineCinema
sunshinecinema.org

SYDELLE WILLOW 
SMITH AND 
ROWAN PYBUS
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MEETING SYDELLE WILLOW 
Smith and her husband Rowan 
Pybus, there was a lot of talk 
about the weather. Well, about 

sunshine specifically, with lots of 

metaphors about sunlight thrown  

in for good measure. Unsurprising, 

perhaps, considering that their 

business depends a great deal  

on sunlight – something we have  

in abundance in Africa. The duo 

behind Sunshine Cinema has  

come up with a solar-powered 

mobile cinema to promote local 

film-makers while creating 

awareness around social issues.

WHAT WAS THE IDEA 
BEHIND SUNSHINE CINEMA?
Sydelle: When we started out,  

we made a film with conservation 

activist, Lloyd Manyana, in Zambia. 

He used to be a charcoal burner – 

an industry that causes deforestation. 

And, although the film was very 

successful, it didn’t reach the people 

who Lloyd really wanted to speak 

to. So we came up with a way to 

bridge that gap, and that’s how  

the solar-powered mobile cinema  

came about.

Rowan: It’s so important that the 

films we make, or promote, actually 

reach the people who helped make 

them. Often, this is just not possible 

because of the high cost of mobile 

data, poor internet access or no 

cinema venues in far-flung places. 

So, being able to provide a group 

viewing experience really was one 

of our primary goals.

WHAT TECH ARE YOU USING?
R: The SunBox is a battery-powered, 

rechargeable projector paired with 

a specially selected battery-powered 

Bluetooth speaker. We wanted to 

make sure this was a completely 

cable-free set-up. The projector  

has a USB port built in, so you don’t 

need a laptop, but can play straight 

from a flash drive. You can also plug 

in your phone, if you’d like. There  

is a solar-panel system designed 

specifically to charge both of these 

devices for a two-hour screening. 

We tend to think of the SunBox  

as our way of leaving something 

special behind.

There’s also Lamu the Landy, 

which is the transport vessel we  

use to do bigger screenings. Inside 

this Land Rover is a huge solar 

generation system, manufactured 

here in Cape Town by MLT Power.

WHERE DO YOU FIND  
WORK TO SCREEN?
S: We partner with film-makers  

who need help getting their  

films out there. We also make  

BOXING CLEVER
Sydelle believes that it’s important 
for people to see themselves on 
screen, and see characters they 
can relate to. This has led to them 
giving SunBoxes to others who 
will use them to share cinema  
in their communities.

Buhle Sithela is a Sunshine 
Cinema ambassador, cinema 
entrepreneur and founder of  
The Bin Cleaning Project. He’s 
using the SunBox he was given 
and some of the money from  
his business to screen films in 
Khayelitsha. What makes the 
SunBox ideal, according to Sithela, 
is the fact that it’s small enough  
to carry around, so he can take  
it wherever he goes. He hopes  
to have a positive impact on  
his community, and open up 
conversations around the 
challenges they face.
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it a point to team up with local 

organisations working in fields 

related to the film topic, so the 

screening can be a way to  

engage the community. 

WE HAVE YOUTUBE,  
SO WHY DO WE NEED 
COMMUNITY SCREENINGS?
R: We don’t see digital as a 

competitor to what we do; we  

see it as a complement. There’s 

something powerful about being  

in a room with others and sharing 

cinema experiences. When the  

first hand goes up after watching  

a film – that’s when it’s working. 

S: Digital and online channels  

are great resources, but they  

can be an echo chamber where 

you’re only really engaging with 

people who share your opinions.  

Only by bringing diverse people 

together, can you then find  

real solutions.  

HOW ARE YOU FUNDED?
R: It all started with support  

from Red Bull Amaphiko and,  

more recently, we have been 

sponsored by the Open Society 

Foundation’s Public Health  

Program from New York. We  

rely on people and funders who  

believe in us, whether they are  

very large organisations such as 

corporates that sponsor entire 

screenings, or those who choose  

to sponsor individual seats in our 

mobile community cinema.  

BEAMING OUT

SCREENING

TOTAL AUDIENCE WHO HAVE SEEN A

SUNSHINE CINEMA

SCREENINGS 
ACROSS

ZAMBIA
and
SA

PARTNERING
ORGANISATIONS 

• CHILDREN’S RADIO 
FOUNDATION

• UNAIDS 
• MANDELA FAMILY
• GREENPEACE
• VOLKSWAGEN
• RED BULL  

MEDIA HOUSE
• ENCOUNTERS 

DOCUMENTARY  
FILM FESTIVAL

DIVERSE 
SELECTION OF 
FILMS INCLUDE

BY SIFISO KHANYILE, ABOUT 
WESTERN CAPE ACTIVISTS IN 1976

BASED ON THE BOOK BY  
ANDREW FEINSTEIN

ENVIRONMENTAL ACTIVIST  
NAOMI KLEIN’S SEMINAL WORK

P
H

O
T
O

G
R

A
P

H
Y

: G
A

L
L
O

/G
E

T
T

Y
IM

A
G

E
S

, C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 I
M

A
G

E
S





“FEEL THE WAVES”
“FEEL THE WAVES”

CM

MY

CMY

JBL V1 Final.pdf   1   4/24/2017   1:06:28 PM



NEED TO KNOW 17

Words Craig Wilson @craigwilson and Joanne Carew @littleCarew

SAY WHAT?
New tech concepts and terminology

GAMES DONE QUICK
Imagine if you could raise  
money for charity by playing  
video games? Games Done  
Quick organises two events  
per year where gamers try  
to complete speed runs of  
various popular games such  
as Call of Duty, Tomb Raider or 
Super Mario, while raising money 
in the process. The money comes 
from the viewers of video-game 
streaming platform Twitch, who 
offer donations or get players  
to complete specific challenges.  

To date, the company has 
raised more than $12 million 
for a wide range of causes 
including Doctors Without 
Borders and the Prevent 
Cancer Foundation.

JACK MA
Chinese businessman Ma Yun, 
better known as Jack Ma, is the 
founder of Alibaba, the rough 
equivalent of online retail giant 
Amazon.com, but in China. Ma  
is one of the three richest people  
in Asia, with a net worth of more 
than $35 billion, and is respected 
for his global view of business,  
leadership and philanthropy. 
Despite Alibaba conducting  
most of its business in China,  
it has higher turnover than 
Walmart, Amazon and eBay. 

LTE-A
You’ve almost certainly heard 
about LTE (Long-Term Evolution) 
or 4G from your mobile operator. 
LTE-A (LTE Advanced) is a  
further evolution of the LTE 
standard that brings cellular  
data speeds up to one gigabit  
per second. That’s 100 times 
faster than the ADSL in most 
homes. Consumers are not  
the target market, though, but 
rather small businesses who  
don’t have access to ADSL or 
fibre-optic broadband.

SOLID-STATE DRIVE
Hard-disk drives (HDD) are made 
from metal platters stacked on 
top of one another like a pile of 
vinyl records, with an arm that 
moves back and forth over them 
writing and reading data. These 
drives are still used in most PCs, 
but they’re slowly being replaced 
by solid-state drives (SSDs), 
which have no moving parts, and 
are made from memory chips. 
This means they are much harder 
to damage or wear out, they run 
quieter, use less electricity and 
offer much faster read- and write 
speeds. SSDs are also (slowly) 
getting cheaper.
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EYE CANDY
This term has previously been 
used to describe a person who 
looks very attractive but in a 
purely physical and superficial 
way. In the world of digital  
design, this now applies to 
graphical elements on a web  
page or PowerPoint slide or  
app interface that serve no real 
purpose except to look good as 
decorative features. The auditory 
equivalent is called ‘ear candy’, 
which refers to any music or 
sounds added to a website to 
make it seem more appealing. 

COLORFUL BALLOONS
The Chinese government has 
banned Facebook and has 
partially banned WhatsApp.  
But the savvy social network  
has still found a way to sneak  
in. They are currently testing  
a photo-sharing app called 
Colorful Balloons, which mimics 
Facebook’s Moments app, in 
China. It works with WeChat,  
the Chinese equivalent of 
WhatsApp. According to Mark 
Zuckerberg, they are trying to 
find new ways to learn about  
the Chinese market.   

HTC VIVE TRACKER
Two brands dominate the 
high-end virtual-reality market: 
Oculus Rift and HTC’s Vive. Until 
recently, they’ve both struggled  
to represent anything other than 
the handheld controllers in virtual 
reality. This works fine if it appears 
as a gun or sword in your game, 
but it won’t work as well if you 
needed to hold a cricket bat or hit 
home runs in a baseball simulation 
game. The HTC Vive Tracker is a 
puck-like device that can be fitted 
on to bats, gloves, other kinds of 
weapons or any object that can 
then be rendered in virtual reality. 
Expect to see more of these kinds 
of devices for VR soon.
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 Cut some digital corners the smart way
Words Zaid Kriel @zaidkriel

H CK YOUR LIFE Tech subscribers  
get 20% off  

phone and tablet  
repairs at Phix. 

phix.co.za

GOING WILD
Even when you’re roughing it  
on a camping trip, your phone 
can be a genuinely useful piece  
of outdoor equipment for taking 
pictures, navigating and tracking 
all your activities. Here are two 
more uses:

Tent lamp  
We are all familiar with how to  
use the phone as a torch, and  
most Android phones have a 
convenient button for this, but 
that harsh directional light will 
most likely interrupt your tent 
partner’s sleep. Convert the torch 
into a lamp by flipping the phone 
on its back with the light shining 

up, then position a clear plastic 
water bottle on top of the torch. 
The water will diffuse and soften 
the light, mimicking the soft glow 
of a bedside lamp.

Protective sleeve  
If you are concerned about your 
phone getting damaged thanks  
to water or mud, just seal it in a 
ziplock bag (use the smallest bag 
you can find). It will protect the 
phone from the elements, but  
the touchscreen will still work as 
normal, even through the plastic. 
If you also require some impact 
protection, stuff the empty space 
in the bag with bubble wrap.

CURRENCY CONVERSIONS 
Need to quickly know how much 

$238 is in South African rands?  

Just type ‘$238 in ZAR’, and the 

Google search results will instantly 

give you the amount in rands. 

Google always uses up-to-date 

financial data, so the exchange  

rate is always accurate. You can 

convert from almost any foreign 

currency, including euros, pounds, 

pesos and rupees. 

AD-FREE GAMING
Most free games are not truly  

free, but send a steady stream  

of ads that pop up and interrupt 

your flow. To prevent unwanted  

ads, simply turn off your phone’s 

data connection. That means 

deactivating both your WiFi and 

mobile data. If you’re not using 

Bluetooth, you can simply choose 

Airplane Mode to kill all wireless 

connections in one step, leaving  

you in mobile gaming bliss. (See  

our round-up of great mobile 

gaming gear on page 60.)

MUTE YOUR BROWSER
Serious internet users tend to open 

a dozen browser tabs, which is well 

and good until one of them starts 

automatically playing an obnoxious 

video advert. Once you have found 

the offending browser window,  

you can quickly silence it without 

having to close the window. Search 

the browser tabs carefully and find  

the one with a small speaker icon. 

Simply right-click on it and select 

‘Mute Tab’. Bear in mind that this 

only works on some browsers, 

including Google Chrome and 

Opera, but not MS Edge.  



MYFITNESSPAL 
CALORIE 
COUNTER
Free, Android, iOS
Whether you are 

trying to lose weight or gain some 

muscle mass, this nifty app should 

be in your download queue. Calorie 

counters that measure your food 

intake are nothing new, but this 

certainly ranks up there as one of 

the best apps. It features a database 

of more than six million products, 

with barcode scanning of your food 

packaging, and it synchronises with 

your other fitness apps, so there’s  

a lot to like here.

DOWN DOG
Free trial,  
Android, iOS
Named for the 

famous downward- 

facing-dog yoga pose, this is one  

of the better yoga apps around. It  

displays and explains – with spoken 

instructions – a wide variety of yoga 

positions, the duration and how 

things fit into a full routine, so it’s 

ideal for newbies or those wanting 

to change up their usual session. 

Unfortunately, you will need to 

splash out for the paid version  

after two weeks. 

PRANA  
BREATH: CALM  
& MEDITATE
Free, Android
Whether you’re 

feeling stressed, tired or need to 

focus, breathing exercises are a 

great help. Prana Breath offers  

a host of options for breathing 

exercises. There are set routines to 

clear your mind, relax, and even to 

Tweak your sense of well-being  
with these apps
Words Hadlee Simons @HadleeSimons

IS  ATHEALTH
HAND

SAMSUNG GALAXY 
J7 PRIME 

Subscribers,  
SMS ‘NOV PRIME’ 

and your ID 
number  

to 43183.
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fight the urge to smoke, but the 

custom patterns are also a neat 

option. Here, you can customise  

the length of breathing exercises, 

how long you’ll inhale/exhale for, 

and more. 

EYE EXERCISES 
– EYE CARE 
PLUS
Free, Android
If you’ve been in 

front of the PC all day, or struggle 

with eye fatigue in general, this app 

offers exercises such as split images, 

kaleidoscopes, focus shifting, and 

more. There are also a few games, 

which you can unlock after doing 

some eye exercises. Other neat 

features are the eye tests for  

dry eyes and visual acuity.

HEARZA 
Free, Android, iOS
This is a very 

impressive locally 

developed app. It’s 

a clinically approved way to check 

your auditory ability by plugging  

in your headphones and taking the 

five-minute-long hearing test. If you 

score well below the normal levels, 

you might have a hearing issue,  

and the app then prompts you to 

connect with a specialist. You can 

even compare scores with friends 

and some local celebs.

WEBMD
Free, Android, iOS
Over the years, 

WebMD has become 

the go-to website 

for hypochondriacs and anyone 

looking for self-diagnosis, and now 

it is also available as a mobile app.  

It offers similar functionality to the 

website, allowing you to report your 

symptoms and then get feedback 

on a variety of matching conditions. 

Unfortunately, the features linking 

to doctors, hospitals and drugs are 

still focused on the US market, but 

it’s still a very useful resource.  



Enjoy your music loud and proud by finding 
the right portable speaker for you

BUYING GUIDE
BATTERY LIFE
All the speakers in our test have many hours  
of battery life, which is adequate for most 
situations. Battery life depends heavily on  
the volume you’re playing at. All the models  
on test can also charge your phone using a 
standard USB cable.

AUX IN
The Bluetooth connection is very convenient, 
but it does degrade your sound quality and 
volume. Although this has improved a lot with 
the latest Bluetooth standards, you’ll usually  
still get better sound using the auxiliary cable 
(usually supplied in the box), and it also saves 
your battery.

SOUND QUALITY
Having a high wattage rating (loudness) is not 
nearly as good as having detailed, balanced 
sound. A good-quality sound often feels louder 
because it’s easier to hear the music, and is 
simply more enjoyable in the long term.

PHONE AUDIO
With Bluetooth, it doesn’t matter what  
quality of phone you’re using to play your  
music, because it always reaches the speaker  
as the same raw data. The quality of the  
sound depends on the speaker software  
and its acoustic abilities. 

INTERRUPTIONS
To enjoy your favourite tracks without 
interruptions, try setting your phone to Do Not 
Disturb mode, otherwise all those WhatsApp 
notifications will keep cutting into your music. 
All Bluetooth speakers also work for making 
and taking calls hands-free.

WATERPROOF
If your speaker (or phone) has an IP rating of 
less than seven, then it’s not fully waterproof.  
It may be splashproof and can probably shake  
off some rain or spilt drinks, but it should not  
be submerged in liquid.

PORTABLE SPEAKERS REMAIN 
one of the most popular gadgets. 
Some people opt to upgrade 
regularly to a more powerful or 
luxurious sound, while others now 
choose to have multiple speakers 
across family members and for 
different rooms in their house. 

Bluetooth technology continues 
to improve, so the music sounds 
better, connections are more 
reliable and it uses less battery.

If you’re considering your first 
speaker, here’s a collection of some 
of the best offerings on the market.

MARSHALL ACTON
Even if you’re not a hard-core  
rock and roller, and the iconic 
Marshall brand means nothing  
to you, you’ll appreciate the big  
hit from this sound system. It 
doesn’t use any fancy surround- 
sound tricks or fancy acoustics  
to get great bass. Instead, it has  
a proper 4-inch woofer and two 
tweeters to create a rich sound, and 
it gets very loud for its size with no 
distortion, even at full volume. It’s 
also the only speaker we’ve ever 
used with proper treble and bass 
dials. We loved the retro feel and 
the simple and uncomplicated 
layout of the controls. 
Mains power, 30W bass, 2 x 10W 
tweeters, 3 kg, R3 000

COUNTER
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JBL FLIP 4
JBL has dominated the 
quality portable-speaker 
space in SA, and this  
model demonstrates  
exactly why. While JBL  
is seldom the cheapest 
product available, for  
those who can splash just  
a little more cash, the audio 
upgrade is certainly well 
worth it. This one delivers  
a strong, well-balanced 
audio performance across 
all music genres, but excels 
at sophisticated acoustic 
and jazz sounds. We really 
liked the tactile buttons, 
although setting them 
directly on the fabric cover 
is probably not ideal. 
2 x 8W, 515g, IPX7 
waterproof, R1 600

ZAGG IFROGZ CODA
It’s not going to rock your 
block party, but its lightness, 
compact size and tough build 
make this the ideal travel 
companion – an easy fit for 
your backpack or a picnic 
basket. Relocate it from the 
kitchen to the bedroom to 
your car dashboard without 
missing a beat, or keep it on 
your desk for hands-free calls. 
Its volume and music sound 
stage are a little limited, but 
it’s still a bargain for the price. 
R250

SKULLCANDY  
BARRICADE XL
Probably the most durable 
design on test, this model has 
a solid impact-resistant shell 
with a stylish stainless-steel 
grille on the front. It’s properly 
waterproof and can definitely 
stand up to some rough 
treatment. There was plenty of 
bass and it did get pretty loud, 
but we found the sound to be 
somewhat muddy, without 
clear highs and lows. For this 
price, we expected better. The 
sturdy nylon loop makes for 
convenient hanging anywhere 
around the house or around  
a campsite. 
2 x 10W, IPX7 waterproof, R1 900
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DREAMWAVE 
EXPLORER
A new brand in SA, this  
model falls in the middle of the 
Dreamwave range, and prides 
itself on its toughness. Playback 
sounded good, but we weren’t 
particularly impressed with the 
moulded plastic body parts 
that didn’t look like they would 
survive even a small drop, and 
the IPX5 rating means it’s really 
only splashproof. Dreamwave’s 
anti-distortion circuitry worked 
extremely well in our test, with 
almost no audible distortion 
when grinding away at full 
volume across all music types. 
15W, anti-distortion circuitry, 
IPX5 splashproof, R2 700

It includes a 
rugged clamp 

for bike 
handlebars.

BANG & OLUFSEN 
BEOPLAY A1
If sound quality was our only 
criteria, this model would be the 
clear winner. There were moments 
when, with eyes closed, you could 
believe the musicians were actually 
playing in the room with you. The  
A1 lends itself to complex music,  
though it’s no slouch on grinding 
guitars or bass-heavy dance and  
rap music, either. Unfortunately,  
the positioning and feedback  
of the buttons is terrible, probably 
because it’s (mistakenly) assumed 
that you’ll always be controlling it, 
and tweaking your sound, using  
the free app on your phone. 
2 x 30W, 600g, aluminium cover,  
R4 000

 
 
 
 
HARMAN KARDON 
TRAVELER
The surprise package in our 
line-up was this compact 
offering that delivered truly 
excellent sound for its size.  
We really don’t know how they  
got such taut bass from such a 
narrow design, but we’re deeply 
satisfied that they did. It’s proof 
that quality sound creates more 
of an impression than volume.  
It lives up to its name too, with 
a sturdy build, aluminium grilles, 
and no buttons to break off 
when you’re busy squashing  
it into your hand luggage. 
R2 500



JBL FLIP 3 
PORTABLE 

BLUETOOTH 
SPEAKER

Subscribers,  
SMS ‘NOV FLIP’ and 

your ID number  
to 43183.
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GOAL ZERO ROCKOUT 2
Definitely one for the outdoorsman, the 
body of this speaker is made of extremely 
heavy-duty nylon fabric with a metal front 
grille, and it’s ringed by an elastic bungee 
cord, which you can wrap on to any hook,  
pole or branch.  

The speaker features a built-in solar panel 
on the rear, so it just keeps right on playing, 
even if you’re off the grid for a few weeks. 
Of course, you can still charge it in the usual 
way too, using a standard USB jack.

There isn’t loads of bass response, but it 
manages to sound full-bodied enough to be 
enjoyable, and far better than we expected 
from the twin drivers. 

The whole design is splashproof, but  
not waterproof, and zipping open the body 
conveniently allows you to store your other 
bits and pieces of camping electronics in 
the inner pouch. We think the soft-body 
shell is a neat, practical solution for easy 
packing, and for propping up on rocks  
and irregular camping surfaces. 
2 x 3W, solar panel for recharging, R700, 
wintecsolutions.co.za

The aux  
cable and USB 
charge cable  
are built in.



Experience the revolution in Sound Bars

Yamaha opens up a new world of Sound Bar excellence for easy, multi-dimensional listening. 
The new YAS-207 effectively reproduces virtual 3D surround sound, through DTS Virtual:Xtechnology. 
Enjoy luscious, realistic sound, filled with spacious, multi-dimensional presence that features overhead 
sensation and immerses you in the action of your favourite movie, game or match.

Introducing the new RX-A 60 Series AVENTAGE AV Receivers

This 7.2-channel AVENTAGE network AV receiver features Dolby Atmos® and DTS:X™ for surround sound 
realism, while offering high-resolution audio playback and access to streaming music services via the 
built-in Wi-Fi. With the latest in HDMI® technologies, experience movies in stunning 4K Ultra HD and high 
dynamic range (HDR). Connect conveniently to a smartphone or tablet with Bluetooth® for quick wireless 
access to your music or use the phono input to listen to your favorites on vinyl. This device also supports 
MusicCast to deliver wireless multiroom audio playback, all controlled by a simple app.

Imported and distributed by: Balanced Audio
YAMAHAAUDIOVIDEO 011-259-7800BALANCEDAUDIOCOZA. .

Unparalleled  Wireless  Multiroom   Audio
Yamaha has raised the entertainment bar for 4K, music and gaming fans with today’s introduction of the com-
pany’s latest RX-V Series AV receivers.

These new models — the 7.2-channel RX-V683 and RX-V583, as well as the 5.1-channel RX-V483 and RX-
V383 — provide stunning 4K Ultra HD video, as well as expanded surround sound technologies to elevate the 
listening and gaming experience in the home.Known for their reliability, remarkable sound quality and versa-
tility, Yamaha AV receivers are the industry’s best-selling models, having maintained this enviable position for 
more than 10 years, according to the NPD Group.

Liberate your music experience anywhere at home with Yamaha’s Musiccast wireless audio streaming solution

New revolution in sound bars 
Easy, multi-dimensional listening!

Yamaha again opens up a new world of Sound Bar excellence. The new YAS-207 effectively 
reproduces virtual 3D surround sound, thanks to DTS Virtual:Xtechnology. Even though 
YAS-207 is entry-class sound bar, it delivers remarkable functionality and quality —letting you 
easily enjoy luscious, realistic sound, filled with spacious, multi-dimensional presence that 
features overhead sensation and immerses you in the action.

LEAPING FORWARD 
INTO THE FUTURE

Introducing the new RX-A 60 Series AVENTAGE AV Receivers

This 7.2-channel AVENTAGE network AV receiver features Dolby Atmos® and DTS:X™ for surround sound 
realism, while offering high-resolution audio playback and access to streaming music services via the 
built-in Wi-Fi. With the latest in HDMI® technologies, experience movies in stunning 4K Ultra HD and high 
dynamic range (HDR). Connect conveniently to a smartphone or tablet with Bluetooth® for quick wireless 
access to your music or use the phono input to listen to your favorites on vinyl. This device also supports 
MusicCast to deliver wireless multiroom audio playback, all controlled by a simple app.

Imported and distributed by: Balanced Audio
YAMAHAAUDIOVIDEO 011-259-7800BALANCEDAUDIOCOZA. .

Unparalleled  Wireless  Multiroom   Audio

011 - 2597802/3011 - 2597802/3

Yamaha has raised the entertainment bar for 4K, music and gaming fans with today’s introduction of the com-
pany’s latest RX-V Series AV receivers.

These new models — the 7.2-channel RX-V683 and RX-V583, as well as the 5.1-channel RX-V483 and RX-
V383 — provide stunning 4K Ultra HD video, as well as expanded surround sound technologies to elevate the 
listening and gaming experience in the home.Known for their reliability, remarkable sound quality and versa-
tility, Yamaha AV receivers are the industry’s best-selling models, having maintained this enviable position for 
more than 10 years, according to the NPD Group.

Liberate your music experience anywhere at home with Yamaha’s Musiccast wireless audio streaming solution

*Not available on the RX-V 383.
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POWERFUL 
PROFILES

GRANT HINDS
YouTube, gaming
youtube.com/granthinds
±23 000 subscribers

@GrantHinds
23 000 tweets
15 800 followers

Other than maintaining his gaming 
video channel, Grant is currently 
working in London with Caspar Lee, 
an internet superstar who started  
in SA.

SAM WRIGHT
Blogger, Tech Girl
techgirlblog.com

@TechGirlZA
20 300 tweets
6 100 followers

Tech Girl is Sam’s blog about tech 
issues and games as they relate  
to women in SA. She does public 
speaking, spends time ‘shoutcasting’ 
at e-sports events and has a radio 
show on 5fm called #GamerGlitch.

THERE IS MUCH FUSS MADE OF 

today’s new internet personalities. 

From Kim Kardashian and Taylor 

Swift to Donald Trump, the ability 

of individuals to use the internet 

and social media, in particular, to 

shape our views, and even our 

brand associations and purchasing 

decisions, is under scrutiny.

South Africa has its own internet 

superstars,such as Cassper Nyovest 

(@CassperNyovest 1.2m followers 

on Twitter) and Bonang Matheba  

(@bonang_m 2.3m followers on 

Twitter), but there is also a special 

elite group that is affecting how we 

use technology. 

Arthur Goldstuck, MD of internet 

research company World Wide 

Worx, says there are actually a few 

different types of influencers. ‘There 

are those who really influence, and 

those who claim to influence others. 

So, you could have an expert on 

fashion or food or photography who 

does not have an audience, but that 

person remains a credible voice, 

even if they don’t have tremendous 

influence. Someone who has less 

expertise and a great following will 

be more of an influencer, even if 

they’re not more of an expert.’

WE ASKED SOME 
RECOGNISED SOCIAL MEDIA 
INFLUENCERS IN THE TECH 
DOMAIN WHAT DRIVES 
THEM. THEIR IMMEDIATE 
ANSWER IS PASSION. 
‘I grew up loving video games,’  

says Grant Hinds. ‘I pretty much 

grew up being bullied at school  

for being so super excited about 

video games. And at varsity, 

actually.’ Today, Hinds’s gaming 

YouTube channel has more than  

23 000 subscribers, his Twitter 

account has close to that many 

followers, and he has just moved  

to London to do production work 

for fellow South African YouTube 

megastar Caspar Lee. ‘You need  

to enjoy making the content and 

doing it for yourself,’ he says. 

‘Don’t do this for money,’ says  

Sam Wright. ‘Do it for passion and 

sharing things you love with people. 

If you start doing something just for 

money, you’ll likely fail. Social media 

influencers become that because 

they speak from a place of honesty 

and passion. That needs to come 

first before anything else.’ Wright is 

otherwise known as Tech Girl, the 

name of her primary site, which 

specialises in creating content in  

the tech and gaming space. She is 

also an e-sports broadcaster and 

she hosts and comments on 

competitive video-game events. 

‘I have always had a passion for 

technology,’ says Aki Anastasiou, a 

name familiar to most South Africans. 

‘I loved technology, and growing up 

I spent my time learning to code 

and playing with things such as ZX 

Spectrums, Commodores and those 

other types of early computers.’ On 

radio, Anastasiou is as much known 

for his traffic reports as he is for his 

technology coverage. Today, in 

addition to his various radio duties, 

Anastasiou also curates and shares 

technology news on his various 

social channels, including with his 

almost 190 000 Twitter followers. 

He is also the go-to MC and keynote 

speaker for some of the country’s 

largest tech companies. 

NOT ALL FUN AND GAMES
While it may look like a dream to 

play with the latest tech gadgets, 

host video-game contests or play 

video games for a living, the second 

thing that all of these influencers 

say is that it is not just a game, but 

an actual career that requires hard 

work, consistency and dedication. 

Wright says she didn’t set out to 

be an influencer. ‘I started on Twitter 

just jumping into conversations 

about topics I loved. People began 

to follow and engage with my 

commentary, and that ultimately  

led to the blog and various other 

channels, including YouTube. I now 

have an audience, and when I share 

cool content about rad stuff, it can 

influence them down the path to 

purchase. But I didn’t set out with 

that in mind.’ 

Out of her social platforms she 

created Tech Girl, a blog about 

technology and gaming focused on 

women, and also a YouTube channel 

with the same name. The success of 

these then opened up opportunities 

in the e-sports arena and regular 

work in more mainstream media 

such as magazines and radio. ‘I also 

6 100
followers

15 800
followers



do various public-speaking events 

and I host a radio segment on 5fm 

called #GamerGlitch.’ 

‘I started out three years ago  

mainly because I just wanted to 

chat about stuff I loved.’

Hinds, on the other hand, didn’t 

start on social media. He had been 

working in broadcast television for  

a couple of years, including making 

game-related segments for an 

SABC 2 show called Hectic Nine-9, 

when he got an offer from Zoopy,  

a competitor to YouTube at the 

time. ‘Zoopy was a fantastic time. 

We did about four or five videos  

a week and I had a studio with  

a green screen. I had all the 

equipment I needed and I was 

being paid to produce gaming  

stuff. I also spent a lot of that time 

working out how social media 

worked, and how to share my  

stuff on Facebook and Twitter.’ 

consistently deliver on what your 

audience wants,’ he says. 

TAKING CARE OF BUSINESS
Hinds has built a solid South African 

gaming audience and it is this very 

audience that has allowed him to 

appeal to a number of long-term 

sponsors such as Loot.co.za. ‘Loot 

has been with me for two years 

now. I don’t think I’ve had one client 

that’s not done at least two seasons 

with me. I’m quite proud of that.’

But maintaining these client 

relationships takes a lot of work and 

requires honesty, he says. ‘If I have  

a bad month, I work out why and 

then I can go back to the client and 

offer to lower the rate, which I have 

done in the past. That way, I’m still 

guaranteed income, and they still 

feel confident in what I’m doing  

– they can see clearly what their 

return on investment is. I also have 

When Vodacom bought out  

Zoopy two years later, Hinds 

returned to the world of  

mainstream broadcast media. 

‘Then I heard about this high- 

school kid in Knysna who had  

more than 200 000 subscribers  

on YouTube. It happened to be 

Caspar [Lee] and I tweeted him.  

We got in contact and I helped  

him get some media coverage in 

GQ magazine and some TV work. 

We even did a mini tour. This 

experience reinvigorated my idea  

of doing YouTube as a career.’

Three years ago, Hinds finally 

gave up mainstream broadcast 

media and went full-time with his 

YouTube channel. Today he lives  

in London and is producing for  

Caspar Lee, as well as running  

his own channel. 

BEYOND THE NET
In the 1990s, Anastasiou started  

a technology show on Radio 702 

called Technobyte. More than 20 

years later, he still runs the show,  

but also does a tech show on  

CNBC Africa, as well as keeping  

up a hectic schedule with his  

many MC and keynote-speaker 

commitments. His role, he says, is  

to make technology understandable 

to the person on the street. ‘I have 

always focused on technology and 

how computers are impacting our 

lives. Back in the early days, we  

were trying to make computers 

understandable to the average 

person. Today we’re trying to 

simplify artificial intelligence and 

the Internet of Things, for example.’

The important thing is to deliver 

on your promise, he says. His  

focus is on providing his followers 

with quality technology news  

and insight. ‘And you need to be 

consistent. Don’t veer from your 

core focus, and try your best to 

HOW MUCH 
INFLUENCE? 
There are number of methods and 
metrics for measuring influence,  
says World Wide Worx MD  
Arthur Goldstuck. 

‘Measuring the number of followers 
is the most basic, but you can buy 
followers cheap, so that in itself is 
not necessarily a great measure.’  
A better way, Arthur says, is to  
also look at the context of who  
is being influenced. ‘A local 
influence-measurement platform 
called Continuon has proved 
tremendously successful in  
building a profile of a brand’s 
influence, in effect unravelling the 
shape of its influencer community.’

‘On the extreme are those who 
have no expertise but a big following 
because they have big mouths. 
Brands love them, but they tend  
to become a massive liability as the 
basis for their following tends to be 
their offensiveness, which is not a 
great attribute for brand building.’

Caspar Lee started  
his YouTube career in 
SA, but now lives in 

London. @Casper_Lee 
has 7.5m YouTube 
followers, and 5.1m  

on Twitter.
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an open live reporting system with 

my clients so they can go into all 

my analytics without me having  

to provide artificial reports.’

BREAKING IN 
Anyone can build a social audience, 

says Anastasiou, but it takes work, 

and requires consistency. ‘Try and 

be unique, to stand out from the 

crowd, and deliver what your 

audience wants.’ 

‘It’s important to realise that it  

is hard to build your community’, 

says Hinds. ‘Like any entrepreneurial 

AKI ANASTASIOU
Radio702, Technobyte radio show, 
CNBC Africa, Tech Busters TV show

@AkiAnastasiou
29 400 tweets
190 000 followers

After running the popular 
Technobyte radio show for  
almost 20 years, Aki started the  
Tech Busters TV show with Toby 
Shapshak, another doyen of the SA 
tech scene. He is now a sought-after 
speaker at tech-industry events and 
product launches.

ARTHUR GOLDSTUCK
Gadget.co.za tech blog
World Wide Worx

@art2gee
12 200 tweets
55 300 followers

Arthur is regarded as an expert  
on the SA tech and internet scene. 
Arguably SA’s first pure technology 
journalist, Arthur now influences the 
tech scene through leading industry 
research conducted by his business, 
World Wide Worx.

I started out because  
I just wanted to chat  
about stuff I loved
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55 300
followers

endeavour, it’s very draining, it  

takes up a lot of your time, and  

like everything in life, you may  

never reach the audience sizes  

of the big YouTube stars.’ 

And it’s important to use all  

social channels, says Wright. ‘I have 

a blog, a YouTube channel, Twitter 

account, Instagram, Facebook and 

Snapchat. I think all social platforms 

work for different things and each 

have a specific function. So there 

isn’t one I’d say works best over  

all the others. It really comes down  

to what you need it to do.’  

190 000
followers
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UP AND
AWAY
A sci-fi motor brand from the past  
ushers in the flying-car future 
Words William Horne @awilliamhorne
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BACK FROM  
THE PAST
The original DeLorean DMC-12 
sports car featured in the movie 
Back to the Future was retrofitted 
as a time machine by the crazed 
Dr Emmett Brown, who vaguely 
offers that it has something to do 
with electrical conductivity over 
the car’s unique stainless steel 
body. In Back to the Future III,  
Doc Brown manages to arrive  
in a flying locomotive!

DELOREAN DR-7
It seems almost poetic that one of  

the first truly futuristic flying cars will 

be manufactured by the car company 

that helped Marty McFly go Back to 

the Future in 1985.

But before you go flitting out your 

garage in preparation, please note: It’s 

technically called a two-seat vertical 

take-off and landing (VTOL) personal 

air transport vehicle, and not a ‘flying 

car’. DeLorean’s DR-7 sports some 

seriously hard-core-looking designs, 

with dual rotors nestled along the 

centre line of the body that flip  

around for vertical take-offs and 

forward flight.

The design is also very practical. 

With two sets of wings, front and 

back, as well as a pair of winglets 

underneath, the DR-7 is designed for 

speed and stability in the air, but a 

nifty origami-like folding trick allows 

the wings to be tucked away along 

the side for parking in the average 

single garage. When not folded up, 

however, the DR-7 spans 5.6 metres, 

and is 6 metres long.

DeLorean claims the aircraft  

will be fully electric and self-flying, 

meaning anyone will be able to use  

it without having to get expensive  

and difficult-to-obtain pilot’s licences. 

With a full-sized prototype currently 

being built that will do 200 km on a 

charge, DeLorean is confident it will 

deliver on its long-distance dreams 

when the final product is completed, 

making it more than just an inner- 

city commuter. 

To accomplish this, those futuristic 

wings will allow high-altitude cruising 

for greater energy efficiency, but also 

allow the DR-7 to glide in case of a 

power outage, and not fall out of the 

air like a rock.

 
Vertical take-off and landing (VTOL) 
design, dual-rotor, all electric, folding 
wings, two-seater, self-flying, price 
TBA, deloreanaerospace.com
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DATA

GREAT VALUE AIRTIME AND DATA CONTRACTS FROM ONE2ONE

CHAT
SHARE

CONNECT

ON YOUR
TFG 

ACCOUNT!

AVAILABLE 
AT ALL 

hi STORES 
NATIONWIDE.

SMS ‘TECH’ TO 32177 OR CALL 0860 004 151 WE’LL DO THE REST!
MTN AND ONE2ONE T’S AND C’S APPLY. PRICES CORRECT AT TIME OF GOING TO PRINT. ONE2ONE IS A 

DIVISON OF TFG PROVIDING MTN AIRTIME AND DATA PACKAGES BILLED MONTHLY TO YOUR TFG ACCOUNT.

MTN CHOICE 
FLEXI

R55PAY
R39
pm
x24

AIRTIME

MTN CHOICE 
FLEXI

R110PAY
R79
pm
x24

AIRTIME

MTN CHOICE 
FLEXI

R200PAY
R139
pm
x24

AIRTIME

MTN CHOICE 
50

PAY
R79
pm
x24

50 MIN
100MB

1GB
PAY
R69
pm
x24

2GB
PAY
R89
pm
x24

PAY
R199
pm
x24

5GB

+1GB NIGHT EXPRESS +2GB NIGHT EXPRESS +5GB NIGHT EXPRESS
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How to set up 
a secure and  
reliable home 

network
Words Alastair Otter 

@alastairotter
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HOW MANY PCs, SMARTPHONES 

and gaming devices do you have  

in your home? If you answered 

more than two, then you should  

consider setting up a local area 

network (LAN) to connect all your 

smart digital devices together, to 

share data and use the internet.

UNDERSTANDING  
THE TECH 

Buying a router 
Most modern routers have a  

built-in modem for connecting  

to the internet via ADSL, along  

with built-in WiFi. The best models 

support two radio frequencies:  

2.4 and 5 GHz. The 2.4 GHz band  

is slower, but more stable. The  

5 GHz band is faster, and good  

for streaming multimedia and  

for gaming, but tends to be 

more sensitive. Only the 

very latest devices are 

capable of supporting  

5 GHz connections.  

Wired vs wireless
When set up correctly, 

your LAN should support 

wired connections (using 

Ethernet cables plugged into the 

router) and wireless connections 

(over WiFi). 

Wired connections are far more 

reliable, and offer consistent speed. 

This makes them ideal for larger 

appliances such as TVs, printers 

and desktop PCs. Generally, 

most computer shops can 

make up Ethernet cables to 

any length you may require.

Wireless is convenient, 

especially for devices that  

are moved around the home, 

but you may also have zones 

where the signal is weak or 

unpredictable, especially if your 

house is quite large. Be sure to 

position your router as high as 

possible for better coverage.

IP addresses
Each connected device  

is assigned an Internet 

Protocol (IP) number 

that looks something 

like 192.168.1.5 or 

10.0.0.7. Your router, 

for example, will likely 

have an IP address  

of 10.0.0.1, and all other 

devices will be assigned 

addresses such as 10.0.0.2, 10.0.0.3 

and so on. The router automatically 

gives out these numbers to each 

device, using a standardised system 

called Dynamic Host Configuration 

Protocol, or DHCP. 

There are three main parts  

to setting up a home network 

correctly: the router, the WiFi,  

and the security settings.

SETTING UP  
THE ROUTER

Switch on the router and connect it 

to a PC using the supplied Ethernet 

cable. Search the underside of the 

router for its IP number (eg 10.0.0.1), 

which is the address of the router. 

This number usually appears in  

your router’s documentation. 

Open a web browser and type in 

this number, including the full stops. 

DOTSTH
E

When devices 
disconnect and 

reconnect to the 
network, they are 

assigned a different 
number each time.

1

2
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This should bring up the router’s 

operating system. To access the 

router, type in the username and 

password printed underneath the 

device, or in the documentation. 

Most routers include 

a simplified step- 

by-step process 

to get started. 

We recommend  

that you accept 

all of the default 

values. When 

prompted, you will  

be required to fill in the username 

and password supplied by your 

internet service provider in order  

to be connected to the internet. 

Each time the router restarts, it  

will automatically reconnect to the 

internet using this login.

SETTING UP  
THE WIFI

Unless all of your 

computers are 

going to be 

connected  

using cables, 

you’ll likely want  

to set up your WiFi 

connection. Your router 

software should have a button  

for this.

When prompted, create a  

name for your WiFi network  

called the SSID (Service Set 

Identifier). You’ll also need to  

set a wireless password and the 

type of wireless security you want. 

WiFi security is critically 

important, but it can also  

become a messy system of  

longer or shorter passwords  

and more complex encryption.  

The system called WPA2 is by  

far the most secure, but some  

of your older tech may not be  

able to use it. If some of your  

WiFi devices refuse to connect,  

you can step down to WPA or  

even lower to WEP (Networking 

Terms above explains). 

We recommend you use a 

password of 20 characters.  

After all, you’re probably only 

going to type it in once for  

each device. 

You’re nearly done, but first  

you need to find the section to 

change the router username and 

password. When you’re done, save 

your set-up, and exit the router 

software. The router may reboot, 

but thereafter your network should 

be up and running. 

WiFi devices will detect your 

network name, and you can supply  

the password. Plug in your PC or  

TV with a LAN cable and make  

sure everything is set to Auto. The 

router will assign an IP address,  

and within 30 seconds you should 

be connected.  

NETWORKING 
TERMS
Infrastructure/Ad hoc – Two kinds 
of WiFi networking. Infrastructure  
is what most are familiar with.  
Ad hoc is for connecting only  
two devices together.
WiFi channel – To prevent your  
WiFi conflicting with other radio 
wave networks around you, choose 
channel 1, 6 or 11, or experiment to 
see what works best. 
WPS – By pressing this button  
on your router and your device,  
a secure connection is formed 
without you typing in a password.
WEP – Wired Equivalent Privacy is 
older WiFi security that’s the most 
widely used.
WPA – WiFi Protected Access  
is much tougher security using 
256-bit encryption. 
WPA2 – WiFi Protected Access II  
is the toughest security, considered 
virtually unbreakable.

Your router 
may refer to 

WiFi as AP or 
Access Point.

Most routers 
have a reset 

button, so you 
can start over,  

if needed.

3



Take your virtual experiences to the next level by configuring your dream machine 
with RITS. Whether you’re hunting for a basic home computer or for one that offers 
the ultimate in gaming performance, our pro PC builders and tech-savvy support 
staff are here to make it a reality.

Take it a bit a time, or throw the whole thing together at once – the choice is yours. 
Simply cruise through our site to get started. All products come with a warranty and 
we offer free delivery.

THERE’S GAMING, 
AND THEN THERE’S GAMING 
WITH YOUR OWN CUSTOM RIG.

RITS – your gear, your game

011 885 4000 | info@rits.co.za



DAMAGE THEFT LOSS
WATER

DAMAGE

Terms and Conditions apply

• We insure devices (up to a maximum purchase price of

   R 9 500) which are purchased from TFG (The Foschini Group) 

   in South African stores only, and within 30 days of purchase (if 

   taken up in store).

• Only the user of the device will be covered.

• In the event of a claim, there is an excess applicable.

TFG Cellphone Insurance is an optional insurance product. We will 
repair or replace your cellphone or tablet (“device”) with the same 
device or a device which has similar features and functions (but not 
necessarily the same price) as the one being replaced.

Premiums are based on the purchase price of the device and start 
from as little as R20.00 per month.

Premium can be paid by debit order or billed to your TFG store 
account.

INTERESTED:
Call 0860 117-524

SMS “INSURE” & TFG account number or 

ID number to 43366 (standard SMS rates apply)

Email cellinsurance@tfg.co.za

www.tfginsurance.co.za

We insure against:

STAND A CHANCE TO 

WIN 
A SAMSUNG J7 PRIME 
WITH ACCESSORIES!

Foschini Retail Group (Pty) Ltd is an authorised financial services provider. 
Insurance underwritten by Guardrisk Insurance Company Limited, an 
authorised financial services provider.

HOW TO ENTER:

Send us a message via our inbox on the 
TFG Man South Africa Facebook page at 
(www.facebook.com/ManMagazineSA) 
with the answer to the following question 
- name one of the four events that TFG's 
Cellphone Insurance covers, AND

'Like' the page.

 

Promotional competition terms and conditions apply  •  Competition closes on 30 November 

2017•  The winner will be randomly selected from all correct entries by means of an 

automated system  •  The winner will be notified via email/telephone on or before 31 

December 2017  •  The prize will be sent via courier service to the winner’s 

nominated address or to the nearest TFG store if the winner does not 

have a physical address  •  Please contact us on 0860 117 525 if 

you wish to receive a free copy of the full promotional 

competition terms and conditions, or view the terms 

and conditions at 

http://www.tfgclubmagazine.co.za/man/.
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THERE ARE NOW MORE THAN  

50 million cellphones active in 

South Africa, and they are used 

heavily throughout the day for 

everything from calling and texting 

to listening to music and watching 

videos, as well as social media.

Disturbingly, recent research 

suggests that once we get a new 

phone, certain kinds of damage  

can start occurring within a few 

weeks. From scraping against 

objects in our pockets and bags,  

to using low-quality chargers or 

Are you covered for life’s little bumps?

simply using it in the 

rain. Certain kinds of 

phone damage will be 

almost invisible, all impacting 

on the life of a piece of complex 

and sensitive tech that is expected 

to last for up to two years.

Of course, phone brands have 

been working hard to make their 

products much more resilient by 

tougher screens and bodies and 

adding waterproofing features. 

Despite this, research shows that 

accidental damage still causes 95% 

of smartphone failures. 

COLLISION COURSE
It’s been estimated that more than  

100 000 phones are damaged by 

liquids every day in Europe. Liquid 

damage costs European 

consumers around  

€8.94 billion (that’s 

R139 billion) every 

year and accounts 

for 35% of repairs. 

But liquid damage 

is only the second 

biggest source of 

phone damage.

Even drops from a low 

height – as little as half a metre 

– like falling off a bed or your lap,  

can create enough impact to snap 

off bits of micro circuitry inside the 

phone, or maybe shake something 

loose, or cause buttons to misalign. 

Another favourite is sitting down, 

often getting into your car, with 

your phone in your back pocket. 

The pressure on the screen can 

cause it to crack, unsurprisingly 

making the touchscreen unusable.

GONE FOREVER
Even with some clever apps that 

allow you to track your phone’s 

movements, hundreds of thousands 

of phones are lost in SA every year. 

Unfortunately, with national crime 

statistics on the rise, it’s become 

very hard to distinguish between 

losing your phone and having it 

nicked from your pocket or 

handbag while you’re 

bustling through a 

busy shopping mall. 

Most insurance 

companies no longer 

make a distinction 

between losing your 

phone and having it 

stolen. If you have ever 

had cause to report your 

‘stolen’ phone at a police station, 

you might notice that your detailed 

story of what happened is being 

captured in very general terms. 

No matter how carefully you  

look after your high-priced gadget, 

including fitting it with elaborate 

covers, some accidents can always 

happen. It’s called ‘life’.

It’s important  
to report lost or stolen 
phones to the nearest 

police station. Not only is 
this essential for insurance 
claims, but it helps local 
law enforcement detect 

crime trends in your  
area and respond 

accordingly.

PHONE
FEARS

TFG PHONE 
INSURANCE
Cellphone Insurance is a 
product offered by The 
Foschini Group (TFG) to 
account and cash customers 
when purchasing a new 
cellphone or tablet. This 
insurance covers theft or  
loss and physical damage 
(including water damage), 
which happens suddenly, 
unintentionally and can’t 
always be avoided.

  Only available on new 
cellphones sold by a  
TFG store.
  Must be taken out within  
30 days of the date of 
purchase of the phone  
or tablet. 
  Insurance premiums are 
payable monthly, either  
by debiting the customer’s 
TFG account or paid by 
debit order.
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LOOK

B&O is as  
well known for  

their designs as for  
their exorbitant pricing, 

but there’s a more 
affordable B&O  

speaker on  
page 24.

SWAG 42

Don’t be fooled  
by this speaker’s 
simple, organic 
design 
Words William Horne  
@awilliamhorne

SWAG 42



BANG & OLUFSEN 
BEOLAB 50 

Minimalist audio connoisseurs rejoice: 

The new mid-range B&O speaker, the 

BeoLab 50 comes with none of the 

fussy add-ons and cabling of its larger 

brother, the BeoLab 90. 

It wouldn’t really be fair to call this  

2 100 watt marvel the ‘little brother’ 

But more than just an audiophile’s 

daydream, the BeoLab 50 is also a 

stunner in the looks department.  

This centrepiece is made to display, 

but without the ego of some flashier 

counterparts. The milled aluminium 

and oak grilles along its sides work 

together to perfectly complement  

the pedigree of the sound, and B&O  

even hid a little three-quarter-inch 

tweeter (called an Acoustic Lens) on 

the top that rises out of the speaker 

when you turn it on.

Because of the full range of drivers, 

you could just buy one of these, but 

what kind of savage would give up 

using two of these audio-engineering 

masterpieces for a proper surround- 

sound experience?

61 kg, aluminium and oak construction, 
7× amplifiers (2 100W), 1× 3/4-inch 
tweeter, 3× 4-inch mid-range drivers, 
3× 10-inch woofers. R532 000 per pair, 
bang-olufsen.com

when it delivers its eye-watering 

power through three 4-inch mid- 

range drivers, and three 10-inch 

woofer drivers, along with seven 

built-in amps. That also means that 

the entire speaker is ready for action 

without anything more than a single 

power cable – no extra boxes, stands, 

or wires necessary.
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YOUR BEST

PHILIP JOUBERT
Co-founder at Offerzen 
offerzen.com
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PHILIP AND MALAN JOUBERT 

were visiting Silicon Valley when 

they came up with the brilliant  

idea for OfferZen, a marketplace 

for software developers and 

professional programmers. 

OfferZen (offerzen.com) flips  

the traditional recruitment model  

around, so instead of developers 

applying for jobs, companies can 

send them interview requests with 

salaries disclosed upfront. 

Because the developers listed  

on OfferZen are curated, the more 

than 500 companies now using the 

service can be sure that they are 

seeing the best quality candidates. 

And by turning the tech-recruitment 

world upside down, these brothers 

are giving coders a chance to do 

awesome work. 

Tech spoke to Philip about the 

success of OfferZen:

WHERE DID THE  
IDEA COME FROM? 
We had been involved in start-ups 

for quite some time and had gone 

to Silicon Valley with the idea of 

moving there. We had just finished 

raising funding for JourneyApps, 

one of our start-ups, and we’d taken 

a week-long road trip to figure out 

what we wanted to do next.

One of the things we noticed was 

how difficult it was for companies 

to find quality software developers. 

Here’s a deal  
software devs  
just can’t refuseOFFER

MALAN JOUBERT
Co-founder at Offerzen 
offerzen.com
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And yet, for developers, it was just 

as hard to find good opportunities. 

So we returned to SA in October 

2015 and spent the next few months 

preparing to launch OfferZen. 

HOW DO DEVELOPERS  
USE THE PLATFORM?
Developers looking for new 

opportunities create a profile  

on OfferZen, and their skills are 

reviewed. This is not automated.  

We have a team that does this  

and they review everyone who  

signs up to the platform. 

For some candidates we have  

a coding test, but not everyone 

does a coding test. We use it on a 

case-by-case basis. We want to be 

confident that the person is a good 

coder. The platform is completely 

MOST POPULAR 
CODING JOBS
Data scientists and 
machine learning
These are now mature 
technologies, but finding 
programmers who have 
experience in these fields  
is still exceptionally hard. 

Niche languages 
Ruby and Scala
Here in SA, programming 
languages such as Java  
and .Net are very popular,  
but it is much harder to find 
skilled coders in less popular 
ones, such as Ruby or Scala.

OFFERZEN 
LAUNCHED 

IN 2015
500 

COMPANIES NOW 
USE THE SERVICE, 

INCLUDING…
FNB, TAKEALOT, 

24.COM, BARCLAYS, 
SUPERBALIST, 
ALLAN GRAY

AVERAGE  
NUMBER OF 
DEVELOPERS  
PLACED  
PER DAY

OfferZen is free for developers.  
In fact, we’ll pay them R5 000  

if they get a job through us

MAKING 
STRIDES

free for developers. In fact, we will 

pay them R5 000 if they get a job 

through us.

We have advisers who will help 

them polish their profile, get ready 

for interviews, and help with salary 

negotiations. These advisers are 

marketplace experts, so they know 

what developers are earning and 

which technologies are in demand.

HOW DO COMPANIES FIND  
TOP CANDIDATES?
Unlike with traditional recruitment, 

OfferZen is completely transparent. 

When a company is interested in  

a developer, they’ll simply contact 

them directly through the platform  

and put forward some very specific 

interview requests. 

They can provide upfront salary 

information, a highly detailed job 

description, information about the 

company, including the technology 

they use, photos of their offices and 

information on their hiring process. 

All of that and a personal message.

We provide a space for these 

companies to build their company 

profile, specifically for developers, 

so they can show off what tech  

they typically use. We even send  

a professional photographer to  

their offices, free of charge, to 

take photos of the work space. 

HOW DO YOU MAKE MONEY?
We’re trying to help companies sell 

themselves better to prospective 

employees. There’s no subscription 

fee, but they pay 12,5% of the total 

salary when they hire a developer. 

We’re very transparent. You can 

see our entire company list on the 

website. And when a developer gets 

an interview request, they get it 

directly from the company. There  

is no middle man and our advisers 

also don’t get any commission –  

we just pay them a decent salary. 

Their role is to help developers find 

a job that they want, whether it is 

through OfferZen or not.

WHY HAS YOUR START-UP 
DONE SO WELL?
One of the reasons our business  

is succeeding is that there has been 

an enormous shortage of software 

developers, in both the global and 

local spheres. It’s become critical  

for companies to build up their tech 

teams and there just aren’t enough 

trained developers in the country. 

So there is this huge discrepancy 

between supply and demand.

Technology and software are fast 

changing the world; the majority  

of companies are aware of this,  

so they are trying to adapt. And 

software developers are at the  

heart of that.  
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Help to fix a 
global crisis by 
getting into 
bed earlier
Words Joanne Carew 
@littleCarew

DEVELOPMENT
A REST
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SLEEP THIEVES
A global rise in sleeplessness is 
being blamed on these four things:

1. OVERWEIGHT 
Rising obesity puts more people  
at risk for sleep apnea – a sleeping 
disorder that causes your airways  
to become blocked during sleep.
2. ALWAYS ON
A hyperconnected society requires 
us to be constantly available to 
others, which raises stress and 
anxiety levels, causing insomnia. 
3. SHIFT WORK 
More people are working irregular 
shifts and sleeping at irregular times. 
4. SOCIAL JETLAG
Balancing a busy work and social 
schedule can sometimes force sleep 
to take a back seat. 

IN 2007, ARIANNA HUFFINGTON, 
co-founder of the acclaimed 
Huffington Post website, woke 
up on the floor of her office in  
a pool of blood. Medical tests 

revealed that the 18-hour days she 

had been working to build up her  

media empire, and the sleep she 

had sacrificed, had taken their toll. 

She was suffering from exhaustion.

The always-on social culture is 

causing a worldwide epidemic,  

one where almost one-third of  

adults don’t get enough sleep. 

Jam-packed schedules see  

us going to bed later and 

waking up earlier. This 

shortfall is being 

described as a  

global sleep crisis. 

On top of that, 

many of us have 

sleepless nights owing  

to stress, poor lifestyle 

choices, or an environment 

that disturbs our sleep. 

But before we let that keep us 

awake at night, let’s understand 

what we’re missing out on. 

STAGES OF SLEEP
Everyone knows there are different 

stages of sleep, and they’re each 

equally important. The four stages 

are called light, intermediate, deep 

and REM sleep. Every night, we go 

through sleep cycles that last for 

roughly 90 minutes, moving from 

light sleep all the way to REM sleep, 

and then the pattern repeats itself. 

The main difference between the 

four stages has to do with the level  

of activity in your brain. The first 

stages are light and intermediate 

sleep, which you should experience  

when drifting off to sleep. At this 

point, your level of consciousness  

is similar to being awake, but your 

heart rate slows down and body 

temperature decreases. 

During the next phase, deep or 

slow-wave sleep, your body 

undergoes a physical 

recovery period. If you 

are woken from this 

stage, you are likely  

to feel rather grumpy  

and disorientated.

Rapid-eye-movement 

or REM sleep is the stage 

we associate with dreaming 

and higher brain activity. REM sleep 

is very important for our mental and 

psychological recovery. Our bodies 

are fiercely protective of REM sleep 

– if you lose out on REM sleep one 

night, your body will try to make 

sure your REM duration increases 

the following night. 

So, how can you know if you’re 

getting all of the sleep you need? 

Gadgets, of course. 

REST READER
Previously, if you were interested in 

understanding the quality of your 

sleep, you’d have to visit a special 

sleep clinic. Using a process called 

polysomnography, you would be 

wired up to a spaghetti-like mesh  

of sensors that monitor your brain 

waves, ocular movement, muscle 

tension, oxygen saturation levels 

and breathing. While it is thorough, 

it’s also impractical, uncomfortable 

and costly. Today, more affordable 

consumer devices can track your 

sleep – to a certain extent.

Downloading an app on your 

phone and then using it to track 

Some scientists 
believe the brain uses 
sleep time to process 
recent information, 

while others think it’s 
the body’s way of 
conserving energy.
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A few trackers 
have a Sleep 

mode, which you 
can activate and 
deactivate to get 

more accurate 
results. 

your sleep by placing it on your 

pillow won’t yield reliable results. 

That’s because the app is only 

measuring the movement of  

your pillow, so it’s likely to be  

quite inaccurate. 

CHEAP SLEEP METER
Slightly better is that device  

on your wrist that is counting  

up your steps and monitoring  

your heart rate, and which is  

also able to track your sleep. 

Fitted with a gyroscope and 

accelerometer, wearables use  

a system called actigraphy to 

translate wrist movements into 

sleep patterns. A specialised 

algorithm makes sense of all the 

recorded movements, and reports 

the quality of sleep. While this can 

give you some indication of how 

restless you are throughout the 

night and how deeply you sleep,  

it’s not considered serious scientific 

data, because it’s prone to errors. 

If you’re reading a book in bed or 

watching a movie or staring at the 

ceiling unable to drift 

off, your tracker 

may be none  

the wiser and 

counts it all as 

sleep anyway. 

So, while 

wearables can 

track some of  

the basic metrics 

necessary to judge a good night’s 

sleep, they’re not sophisticated 

enough to track all the metrics  

you could get from the dozens of 

sensors offered at a sleep clinic. 

Scientists have slowly come to 

understand just how vital sleep is  

to our overall physical and mental 

well-being. And it’s a wonderful 

coincidence that we also have some 

affordable gadgets around to help 

us understand the mystery of what 

happens each night when we close 

our eyes.  

CAUGHT NAPPING
TV PERSONALITY DR OZ AND RESMED CONDUCTED  

A STUDY OF 20 000 PEOPLE AND ANALYSED  
1.53 MILLION HOURS WORTH OF SLEEP…

USE MEDICATION 
TO HELP THEM SLEEP

50%

AVERAGE 
AMOUNT OF 

SLEEP

5 HOURS,  
45 MINUTES

6 HOURS,  
9 MINUTES

LESS THAN FOUR 
CUPS OF COFFEE

WON’T AFFECT 
AVERAGE SLEEP TIME

TIRED DURING THE DAY
UNABLE TO FALL ASLEEP

MOST COMMON 
COMPLAINTS

30MINUTES OF 
EXERCISE

= 14MINUTES 
OF SLEEP
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LIVE WELL
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The quality of a night’s sleep has an outsized impact on 
the quality of the day that follows it.

Stiff muscles, backache, cricks in the neck and dark clouds 
hanging over your mood are just some of the unpleasant 
results of your body’s unspoken requirements not being 
met by your nightly dose of rest.

AT VENCASA, WE UNDERSTAND SLEEP

We are dedicated not just to selling sleeping products, but 
providing complete sleeping solutions.

If you want an answer to the ache in your shoulders, or 
simply the luxury of the most comfortable mattresses in the 
world, wrapped in the crispest Egyptian cotton sheets 
available, then we have your dreams in-store.

THE HOME OF TEMPUR, SEALY 
AND MAGNIFLEX

As well as producing our own Signature Vencasa 
Collection, we house products from brands at the very 
forefront of sleep technology.

EXPERIENCE SWEET DREAMS IN HYDE PARK 

Come to our flagship store at Hyde Park Corner, and find 
great value on premium quality beds, bedding and 
accessories.

Visit www.vencasa.co.za for more information

Visit us at Hyde Park Corner, 
Shop MM17, Middle Mall
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Laser tattoo removal doesn’t 
actually remove your ink. What 
the laser does is help to break 
down the ink in the tattoo so 

that your white blood cells can 
carry it away, and you expel it 
as you would any other waste.

Scope
NATURAL WORLD

Since 2012, the village of Dull  
in Scotland has had a sister town  

in Oregon, USA, called Boring. In 
2013, the shire of Bland, in Australia, 

joined them in what has now become 
known as the Trinity of Tedium.

INVISIBLE

In 1912, a tailor 

called Franz Reichelt 

invented a parachute 

that was sewn into  

a coat. To test his 

invention, he told 

the authorities he 

would use it on a 

dummy first, but 

then decided to  

do it himself by 

jumping off the  

first deck of the 

Eiffel Tower. He fell 

to his death, and  

the coat-parachute 

never really took off.L
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THE ONE
1=0.9999… SERIOUSLY.

IF 10N = 9.9999…
THEN N = 0.9999…

SUBTRACT N FROM 10N, 
LEAVING YOU WITH 9N=9.

SO THEN N=1. BUT WE 
ALREADY KNOW THAT 
N=0.9999… AS WELL.

SO 1=0.9999…

At its height, the British Empire covered 24% of the surface of the 
planet, or about 35.5 million square kilometres. With its current 
population of 65 million, each Brit could sit on a whopping 54 ha  
of land from the old empire if it were divided equally among them. 

In 2013, a Belgian professor 
analysed a used copy of Fifty  
Shades of Grey from a library  
in Antwerp. When the results 
came in, the book had tested 
positive for traces of both 
cocaine and herpes.

Volkswagen sells more sausages 
than cars. In 2015, the German 
carmaker sold 5.8 million cars, 
but in the same year, it also sold 
7.2 million sausages. The curried 
sausages are a firm favourite at 
sporting events, and whereas 
car sales have been declining, 
the company’s sausage business 
continues to grow.

GENTRY
DIRTY 

BOOKS

LANDED 



LAWAND

AGENTS OF 
MAYHEM 
PS4, X1, PC

Ridiculous.  

Fun. Slightly 

confusing. 

These are some of the ways you 

might describe this open-world 

game. If you’re familiar with its 

predecessor, ironic third-person 

action game Saints Row, that 

probably won’t surprise you at all. 

Mash up the zany characters from 

Saints Row with the 3D animation 

art style of Crackdown, add lashings 

of Saturday-morning action cartoons, 

and you start getting the idea.

You are up against evil forces 

called Legion, and it’s over-the-top 

third-person shooter action almost 

all of the time. You’ll use the unique 

capabilities of each of the playable 

characters you select to complete 

your missions. You can squad up 

three of the dozen available agents 

as you wish, but over time, it’s likely 

that you will find a mix that works 

for you, and you will stick with it. 

Your decision may ultimately be 

shaped by just how much of their 

clichéd personas, dialogue and skill 

sets you can stomach. 

Of course, that’s the whole reason  

why Agents of Mayhem exists. It’s a 

parody of action games that has no 

qualms at pointing and laughing at 

others and, more importantly, itself. 

ROOFTOP RUMBLES 

Set in a futuristic version of Seoul, 

South Korea, the game features a 

main storyline with side missions, 

character-specific missions and the 

typical open-world fare of racing, 

capture and collection objectives. 

All of the missions completed (and 

your general path of destruction in 

the game world) earn you character 

and Agency experience points, which 

allow for upgrading of your already 

superhuman agents into virtually 

indestructible versions of themselves. 

Cool animation and wry humour 
lift this over-the-top shooter
Words Clint O’Shea @zombie_dredd 
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games, you can move vertically  

too. Your agents can triple jump  

and dash to access places where 

normal humans couldn’t reach,  

creating even more spaces for  

another explosive encounter.

THROWING SHADE 

Graphically, the game attempts  

to echo the cartoons that inspired  

it. In gameplay, the 3D cartoon- 

style action employs a simplified 

colouring technique (cel shading), 

but looks very impressive. Also, 

many of the cutscenes are fully  

2D animated. 

Unfortunately, there are some 

issues in the graphics department. 

There’s slight stuttering, frame-rate 

drops, and pop-ups occur when the 

action goes into overdrive, and the 

camera angle can also be a bit of  

a bane at times. However, it quickly 

becomes apparent that you don’t 

always need to see exactly what 

you’re shooting at to actually hit  

it. And, as long as you coolly walk 

away from the many explosions 

happening around you, you have 

achieved your action hero badge, 

haven’t you?

If you’re deadly serious about 

your gaming, and demand perfectly 

polished experiences, then Agents 

of Mayhem is not your kind of game. 

Despite a few technical faults and 

some repetitive gameplay elements, 

it proves just as good a distraction 

as old-fashioned action cartoons. 

Those were pretty ridiculous, fun 

and slightly confusing too. But you 

still watched them, right?

Weapons, abilities, vehicles and 

tech all play their part in the battle 

for the city (and, in the long term,  

the world), where collateral damage 

seems to go unnoticed between the 

explosions, gunfire and high-speed 

chases. It really is all fun and games, 

even when the public get hurt. 

The city is not quite as lively and 

feature-rich as other open-world 

games can be, but unlike in many 

7



MORE COURSES
MORE HORSES, 

GAME REVIEWS

The official Formula 1 game 
is still in pole position

to know that plenty has improved, 

and F1 2017 may be the best version 

of the game yet.

To be clear, this is not an arcade 

racing game. It’s a serious game for 

the serious racer, requiring plenty  

of patience and strategy to succeed. 

Driving the car itself is only a part  

of the experience. And vehicle and 

tyre wear, pit-stop strategies and 

research and development are all 

crucial to grabbing the podium spot 

and the coveted championship. All 

this forms part of an expanded and 

very comprehensive career- and 

team-management mode.

TAKE THE WHEEL 

The game comes packed with all  

20 cars and tracks from this year’s 

Formula One season, and includes 

historic Formula One cars and other 

race modes, plus weather conditions 

to test them out on. The cars in the 

game handle superbly well and, if 

using a racing wheel, the response 

and enhanced force feedback does 

feel pretty satisfying. The cars and 

tracks are still exciting and more 

realistic than ever, even though the 

F1 2017
PS4, X1, PC
Yet another 

racing season 

brings another 

F1 game, but if 

you’re worried 

that this year’s 

offering is just F1 2016 with new 

vehicle liveries, you will be happy  

56



8character animations and podium 

scenes seem to have been lifted 

wholly from previous editions of  

the game. 

We recommend you get a beefy 

headset, because the cars sound 

fantastic and further emphasises 

the immersive nature of this  

year’s game. 

Here’s the bottom line: What  

you have here is possibly the most 

authentic Formula One-simulation  

game ever. At least, that’s what  

we assume without ever having  

the good fortune to actually race  

in a real Formula One car. 

If you’re like us, buying F1 2017 

may be the closest you will get to 

that thrill of being on the starting 

grid in real life. 



www.home.co.zawww.sportscene.co.za

www.duesouthescapes.co.za

www.totalsports.co.za

www.hi-online.co.za www.duesouth.co.za

www.relayjeans.co.za

www.markham.co.za

Standard delivery is free for orders over R500 and returns 
are free within 30 days.

Choose to pay with your TFG account card, 
credit card or both. The choice is yours.

Find it. Love it. BUY IT.
Shop your favourite TFG brands online!
Anywhere, any time and only checkout once.

www.foschiniforbeauty.co.zawww.fabiani.co.za

Earn rewards every time you shop.
Account customers are automatically TFG REWARDS members.   

Terms and conditions apply.  For more information, please visit our shopping sites.



GAME REVIEWS 59

MOB THE
BUILDER
Construct forts to hold 
back the zombie horde

FORTNITE
PS4, X1, PC

This animated 

zombie survival 

game has been 

in development 

since 2011, and 

has now arrived 

as a paid-for beta (so-called early 

access) until the official launch 

slated for 2018. 

However, you need not feel like  

a guinea pig debugging the game  

for the developers. It is actually 

surprisingly good to go straight  

out of its (digital) box, and already 

offers more than many other titles 

deliver in their complete versions.

HELTER SHELTER
After a mysterious and devastating 

storm wipes out the vast majority 

of the world’s population – which 

is then replaced with zombie-like 

Husks – it’s down to you and other 

survivors to take the Earth back. 

The main scenario is a colourful 

horde mode in which zombies will 

swarm your position, but you can 

scavenge for supplies and other 

resources to build elaborate bases 

and upgrade, well, pretty much 

anything, including weapons, 

of course. You team up 

with a band of 

PLAYING HOUSE
As you battle waves of the undead, 

you open more of the map, and while 

it is ultimately all a rinse-and-repeat 

deal for the entire process, it’s also 

delightfully addictive.

Base building gets surprisingly 

comprehensive once you get the 

hang of it, and I was staggered by 

the innovative and unique designs 

some of the more advanced players 

were coming up with. 

The game is designed to be 

played as an online co-op, but 

the opening missions (tutorials, 

really) will leave you wondering 

why there isn’t a more complete 

offline single-player component 

(because we aren’t all that sociable, 

after all).

Fortnite has more depth than its 

3D-cartoonish style might suggest,  

and will definitely keep you coming 

back for ‘just one more’ fix.

heroes, each with 

specialised skills 

(combat, building or  

scavenging, for example), and  

your team, together with groups  

of survivors, can all be shaped to 

your preferred playing style. 

8



LOCKED AND 
LOADED 
Top gear for gamers on the go

MOBILE GAMES
SEGA FOREVER
FREE, ANDROID, IOS
Sega was a video-game pioneer,  
and this release includes a variety  
of retro games from its back cata- 
logue, complete with touch controls, 
controller support, and leader-board 
functionality. Sonic the Hedgehog is 
probably the most memorable, but 
some may remember Kid Chameleon 
or Golden Axe. However, we were very 
annoyed by all the intrusive ads, and 
wouldn’t pay R29 to stop them either.

Score: 8 out of 10

DEAD TRIGGER 2 
FREE, ANDROID, IOS
It’s getting on a bit now, but the  
Dead Trigger franchise is still a  
great deal if you’re looking for 
controller-enabled games and  
strong visuals. A first-person  
combat series featuring zombies,  
you’ll have wrenches, assault rifles  
and more at your disposal. The  
series also has a variety of missions, 
ensuring that you’ll always have a  
reason for taking out the undead. 

Score: 9 out of 10

ZAGG IGNITION 12
Your phone’s screen consumes, 
by far, the most battery power, 
and keeping it on for gaming 
will wipe out your phone in  
a few hours. Always get the 
largest power bank you  
can afford. 

The Zagg Ignition 12  
is next-level gear, with a 
whopping 12 000 mAh 
supply of emergency 
power, so you will never  
need to pause your itchy 
fingers to save on juice.  
We recommend using  
the 2A outlet for speedy 
charging of your phone,  
and using the 1A port  
for everything else. The 
built-in LED torch is also  
a nice touch. 
R700, takealot.com

You lose up to 30% 
of your power bank 
capacity through 

the cable and 
plugging system. 
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PIERRE CARDIN PHANTOM 
ANTI-THEFT BACKPACK
A good gaming backpack can swallow all your essentials and 
still keep your tech organised. This bag looks very simple, but  
it also pulls a bunch of ninja-tech tricks. Its tech compartments 

are padded for accidental drops, and its hidden zips make  
it almost impossible for dodgy characters to access it  

from behind. It has hidden compartments all over  
the place. Most importantly, it has a built-in USB 

cabling system, so you can play while also 
connected to the powerbank safely 

stowed in your bag. 
R900, takealot.com

 
 

 
XIAOMI REDMI 
Note 4 
You’ll want a handset that has  
a great balance of performance 
and endurance, and isn’t overly 
expensive. Obviously, you will 
also want the biggest possible 
screen, giving your fingers and 
eyes more real estate.

Xiaomi’s Redmi Note 4 ticks all 
of these boxes, featuring a bright 
and sharp 5.5-inch full-HD screen 
and a massive 4 100 mAh battery 
for two days of regular use.

There’s 3 GB of RAM and 32 GB 
of storage, because many newer 
games now run well over 100 MB 
in size, and apps are not getting 
any smaller. 
R3 600, mia.africa.com/za

IPEGA PG-9025
Most console controllers now use 
Bluetooth, and can be used with 
your phone too, but a dedicated 
mobile gamepad offers something 
extra. We like the iPEGA PG-9025 
Bluetooth controller, which has 
excellent grip on the handles, an 
integrated cradle for your phone 
and a long-lasting rechargeable  
500 mAh battery. There are some 
cheaper options, but iPEGA – and 
also MOGA – are well-established 
brands you can trust. 
R600, takealot.com

ZAGG IFROGZ PLUGZ
Great audio is what makes a mobile game fully 
immersive. These are a great wireless option if 
you’re shopping on a tight budget. For just R380, 
you’re getting a tangle-free solution that sounds 
great – on music and games – and that doesn’t 
block out your surroundings, so you’ll still hear 
approaching cars and your mates calling. 
R380, takealot.com

The Xiaomi Redmi 
Note 4 is also one 

of the top 5 phones 
in our Buyer’s Guide 

on page 70.
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LG Q6 SMARTPHONE 
BUNDLE
Feeling remarkably like a compact 
G6, this mid-range phone sits 
nicely in the hand, despite the 
somewhat slick glass back panel. 
The generous 5.5” HD screen 
reaches almost to the edge of  
the phone. Of course, these  
days, that’s nothing exceptional.

In fact, this device’s strongest 
feature is almost invisible: its 
durability. LG phones have a  
solid reputation for outlasting  
their rivals, and this one has a 
toughened aluminium frame to 
absorb even more knocks. But 
there’s more. As part of a special 
deal, the Q6 comes bundled with 
an LG Watch Style smartwatch.  
As its brand name suggests, this 
Android-powered wearable looks 
extremely stylish. It’s pretty easy 
to set up, including customising 
the watch faces in dozens of ways  

 
to suit your daily mood. It’s an 
entry-level product, but does all 
the basics well, including pop-up 
messages, appointments and 
incoming calls, and step tracking 
using Google Fit.

One more thing. To top off this 
extraordinary offer, LG is throwing 
in a R1 000 voucher. That’s a hard 
combination to ignore: A sturdy 
big-screen phone, the companion 
smartwatch and some cash in 
hand to sweeten the deal.
Phone: 4G LTE, 5.5” screen, 3 GB 
RAM, 5/13 MP front/rear camera, 
Android
Watch: 1.2” screen, 4 GB storage, 
IP67 waterproof, Android Wear 2.0
R5 200 (Phone + watch + R1 000 
voucher – Cell C, MTN, Vodacom 
only)

BEST BUY 

MOBILE



APPLE iPAD PRO 10.5”
The iPad sure has grown up a 
lot since its first release. The 
latest Pro versions are the more 
serious, more business-oriented 
examples in the range of Apple 
tablets. Their processing power, 
exemplary screen quality and 
all-round multimedia handling 
make other tablets look like 
chalkboards by comparison. It 
all comes at a price, but this is 
the closest anyone has come to 
making a tablet that could truly 
replace your laptop. 
10.5” Retina screen, A10X Fusion 
CPU, 7/12 MP front/rear camera, 
480g 
R11 000 (64 GB version)

LEXAR 633X 32GB MICROSD + 
USB READER
The Lexar 633x series is part of its high- 
performance range, which matters when 
you’re filming HD video clips or shooting 
long bursts of photos. Look out for these 
bundles where the memory card is paired 
with a convenient USB adapter for moving 
large files to and from PCs. R520

GOAL ZERO FLIP20
This robust metal-bodied powerbank 
holds nearly two charges for your phone 
(5 200 mAh). We like the flip-up USB plug 
so you can plug directly into the charger 
plug or PC, and you are able to charge  
the powerbank and the phone in line,  
at the same time. R650

BEST BUY

Expect to shell  
out a good chunk 

of change for a 
quality keyboard/

cover combination.

XIAOMI REDMI 4 
Probably our favourite budget 
phone, this model has a sturdy 
metal body (our preference for 
durable phone bodies), a sharp  
5-inch screen, a serious Qualcomm 
processor and a generous 32 GB  
of storage space. It may also be  
the only phone under R3 000  
with a fingerprint sensor.  
R2 800 (32 GB version)
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BEATS SOLO 3 WIRELESS
The build quality and the sound of Beats have 
improved in leaps and bounds since Apple took 
over the company. The latest innovation is Apple’s 
W1 Bluetooth chip, which not only creates a faster 
and more reliable connection with other iDevices, 
but it also uses far less battery.

Unfortunately, we find the on-ear Solo 3 still 
clamps down far too hard on the head for our  
liking and, together with the vinyl covering on  
the pads, this means that your ears are sweaty  
and sore within minutes. You probably know 
teenagers and other Beats fans who see past all 
this and crave the headphones regardless, but  
we would have expected a lot more for this price. 
R5 000

BEST BUY

JBL T450BT
These cans represent a pretty 
cool compromise of great 
sound (with some real bass) 
and average build quality, 
against a reasonable price. 
Bluetooth cordless freedom 
means they won’t easily get 
yanked off your head by 
accident, and they fold up 
pretty small, so they’ll fit in 
your backpack or handbag 
quite easily. R900  

SENNHEISER HD 2.30
Not everyone is prepared  
to lug around massive 
earmuffs as a fashion 
statement. Not when you 
can get exciting, perfectly 
balanced audio quality  
from such compact, elegant 
on-ears. These fold down 
small into a supplied soft 
bag, but they punch well 
above their weight across  
all music genres. 
R1 500

HEADPHONES



ASUS TRANSFORMER 
BOOK T101H 
Whatever you pay for your tech, 
you’ll get more value from it if it 
is around when you need it. For 
mobile employees, self-starters 
and even students, the right 
product is the one that’s light 
enough to carry everywhere.  
This convertible scores high. It  
has a tough all-aluminium body 
and, with the keyboard attached, 
it weighs around 1 kg (half as 
much as a full laptop). Pop off 
the screen and you have a full- 
sized 10-inch Windows tablet for 
reading or playing multimedia.  
The compromises are a slightly 
smaller keyboard and screen,  
but it has all the ports you need 
to plug in full-sized peripherals  
to work in comfort at your desk. 
Intel X CPU, 10” screen, 2 GB  
RAM, 128 GB storage, USB port, 
MicroUSB port, SD card slot, 
Win10, 1 kg. R4 700

BEST BUY 

CREATIVE SBS E2800 
This is one for the technologically 
challenged in the family who 
never got the hang of Bluetooth. 
It’s an old-fashioned mini hi-fi  
with no set-up required. Plug your 
phone into the headphone jack 
with a simple cable, or tune in to 
FM radio. The audio isn’t bad, with 
a downfiring bass driver and 50W 
of sound. It also accepts RCA-in, 
flash drives and SD cards. R990

SEAGATE BACKUP PLUS 
ULTRA SLIM 1 TB
Most portable drives are chunky 
and merely functional, but this 
one breaks the mould. Seagate  
is one of the premium hard-  
drive brands and this model is 
fantastically thin and light, with  
a tough all-metal body that is 
elegantly patterned, to finish  
it off with some style. R1 100

HOME
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SKULLCANDY METHOD 
SPORT
Most of Skullcandy’s wireless buds 
now use a plastic collar, which fits 
around the neck. We think this is  
a neat, practical solution and the 
Method collar is designed to grip 
in place during your workout. The 
buds are made of especially sticky 
silicone for reliable grip, and the 
stalk is plastic-welded solid with 
no gaps to let sweaty moisture in. 
It may not be the serious athlete’s 
choice but it’s perfect for regular 
gymgoers or runners. R800

BEST BUY

GARMIN VÍVOFIT JR.
If you’re concerned about your kids not 
getting enough exercise, slip this funky 
waterproof tracker on their arm and they 
can watch their daily step count grow  
until they reach their goal – and get the 
rewards. Parents can monitor activities 
through the phone app and can even 
assign chores and tasks. R1 600

GOPRO HERO5 SESSION
The Session is an engineering marvel. 
This 3 cm cube is fully waterproof, 
with one-button operation and sharp 
HD video capture. The new model lets  
you shoot in ultra high definition (4K) 
and stabilises the video. And you can 
operate it with basic voice commands, 
so you can shoot pics even when you 
can’t reach the camera. R6 000TOMTOM ADVENTURER

This remains one of our favourite pieces  
of sports kit because it’s so versatile – it  
matches up to almost every active lifestyle. 
For runners, cyclists, swimmers, mountain 
walkers, gymgoers and other active bods,  
it collects a wealth of complex metrics, but 
they’re displayed in a simple, easy-to-use 
format. We especially like the long battery 
life and the on-board MP3 player that pairs 
with your Bluetooth earbuds. R5 500

Quikview software 
automatically uploads 
your footage and edits 

the best bits into a 
short movie without 
you lifting a finger.

FITNESS
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TOYS HP SPROCKET PRINTER
This completely cordless 
battery-powered printer is truly 
pocket-sized, being barely bigger 
than a smartphone. Printing from 
your phone is simplicity itself: 
Install the app, select a pic and 
out pops a 7.6 × 5 cm print. It  
needs no ink refills. Instead, it  
uses special Zink paper that 
produces excellent colours, and 
your prints are water-resistant 
too. Best of all, you can peel off 
the back and use it as a sticker. 
How cool is that? R2 000  
(Zink paper, 20 prints R140) 

REDRAGON METIS 
GAMING CHAIR
Nothing says ‘serious gamer’  
like a gaming chair, and the  
racy red-and-black vinyl and 
fabric detailing on this one looks 
fit for the purpose. It’s shaped  
to support your spine, arms and 
legs through extended sessions, 
with ample cushioning for your  
head and lower back. It has gas 
lift for height adjustment, can  
tilt past 20° and lock in place.  
R4 000 (three-year warranty)

LOGITECH G433 
It looks deceptively simple,  
and that’s part of its charm.  
It’s actually a highly specialised 
gaming headset with options  
for analogue or 7.1 surround- 
sound connection to your rig. 
The novel cloth covering is very 
tough, and you can swap the 
padding on the cups for comfort 
and breathability, or durability. 
These sound fantastic for  
music too, and you can remove 
the gaming mic and jack in the 
special smartphone cable, which 
has its own mic and in-line music 
remote control. R1 900

OGIO GAMBIT 
BACKPACK
Gaming enthusiasts demand a 
lot more from their luggage. Not 
only do they end up packing a 
bunch of full-sized accessories, 
such as heavy keyboards and 
oversized headphones, but 
they’ll need an array of cables 
and plugs, mouse mats and  
lucky trinkets to up their game  
at a mate’s house. This pack has 
more than a dozen pockets (with 
padding where it really counts)  
to protect your gear, and there’s 
even enough space for a change 
of clothes, a toothbrush and a 
can of Monster. R2 000

BEST BUY



 

3 Sennheiser HD 202 II
What a pleasure! These boring-looking 
cans are a sturdy build and delivered an 
unexpectedly powerful audio performance  
for the price. Easily our best budget buy on  
this list. R630

1 Plantronics BackBeat Pro 2
We were amazed by the great 
sound, superior build quality and 
comfy fit of these cans. Throw in the effective 
noise-cancelling system and the excellent on-ear 
controls, and they’re the complete package for lounge, 
office and mobile audio enjoyment. R5 300

2 Skullcandy Ink’d 2 wireless
The flexible plastic collar makes these easy 
to wear and rolls up into a pocketable size. 
The sound punches well above its weight for 
entry-level buds and the large buttons have 
good tactile feedback. R600

4 Skullcandy Grind Wireless
This streetwear brand has matured, 
swapping its crazy colours for better build 
quality. This subtle design caught us off guard  
and was as pleasing on the eye as it was on  
the ear. R1 500

HEADPHONES

5 iFrogz Plugz Wireless
They’re extremely basic, but the sound is 

much better than the price suggests. We 

ended up enjoying the big buttons on the 

in-line controls and the soft-touch magnetic  

clip that attaches it to your shirt. R500

NEW

NEW

BUYER’STOP

5
1 Nokia 8
This is the phone to challenge the 
market leaders, but at a much better 
price. It’s the build quality you expect from Nokia, and 
we liked the brilliant 5.3” screen, the metal back cover, 
the quality dual cameras and the zippy Android 
installation with no bloatware. R9 500

2 LG K10 (2017)
It’s not the low-price champion it once  
was, but this updated model has a more 
premium and stylish look. We think it is still a solid 
performer that makes good on LG’s reputation for 
tough and dependable mid-range handsets. R3 800

5 Xiaomi Mi Max
At a whopping 6.4”, this is the biggest 
phone screen we’ve ever used. It’s backed 
by a large battery, a quality 16 MP camera and  
3 GB RAM to make everything fly. Great for serious 
screen readers, and very affordable too. R4 700

3 Xiaomi Redmi Note 4
An excellent feature set at an unbeatable 
price, this phone delighted us at every turn. 
It’s got a serious processor, generous 3 GB of  
RAM and a superb 5.5” screen, all powered by  
a large battery that just keeps going. R3 600

PHONES

4 LG Stylus 2
With its massive 5.7” screen, this phone  
is great value, especially if you don’t need 
top-end processing power. We liked the tough  
plastic body and large 3 000 mAh battery, and  
the stylus is a nice touch. R4 300 



GAMING GEAR

1 Cooler Master  
Sentinel III mouse
The whole package: great grip, 6 400 DPI sensor and 
programmable buttons, and it’s a handsome devil too. 
You can colour-code its LED-lit back panel, and check 
your set-up on the tiny OLED display, then weight 
your weapon perfectly using the 4.5g modules. R810

2 Sony PSVR
This is an authentic, smooth VR 
experience, supported by a proper 
pipeline of games and entertainment, at 
a reasonable price. And we like that it’s still a great 
experience even on 4-year-old PS4 hardware. R6 800

3 Razer BlackWidow  
Chroma V2 keyboard
Still our top gaming keyboard, the new version 
keeps the Razer Green mechanical switches and 
USB and audio pass-through, but adds a detachable 
palm rest and programmable macro keys. R3 200

4 Logitech G430 headset
The G430 comes in at a great price point 
that somehow doesn’t compromise on 
quality. The 7.1 surround sound immerses you fully, and 
despite the bulky build, the headset has a comfortable 
fit for long sessions in front of the PC. R800

5 Zowie Camade
When all the cooldrink cans and chip 
packets pile up around your rig during an 
extended session, this clever CAble MAnagement 
DEvice, or camade, lifts your mouse cable clear of  
the chaos for continued smooth fragging. R700

1 Garmin vívoactive HR
The upgrade to our previous chart- 
topper, this model delivers GPS-driven data for 
multiple sports, activity tracking and smartwatch-like 
notifications, now with heart-rate monitoring. A little 
less elegant than its predecessor, perhaps, but far 
more practical. R5 200

2 Fitbit Blaze
It’s still a great fitness tracker with a solid 
phone app, but now it tracks your sports 
(in a fairly basic way) too. Best of all, it’s a 
properly stylish watch for everyday wear, with  
heart-rate monitoring and a five-day battery. R4 000

FITNESS GEAR

3 Xiaomi Band Pulse
A band for beginners, this good-looking 
tracker covers all the basics, from step 
count to sleep tracking, and even rudimentary 
heart-rate monitoring. Plus it’s a fraction of the  
price of its closest competitors. R400

4 TomTom Adventurer
We like that even though it collects tons  
of workout data, the display is simple and  
easy to read, and that it now supports activities such 
as hiking and trail running. The on-board music played 
to your Bluetooth headphones is handy too. R5 500

5 Garmin vívosmart 3
It’s not the most exciting-looking 
tracker, but it goes beyond the basics, 
offering a heart-rate monitor, more 
detailed gym metrics and even a 
stress counter. R3 000 NEW

BEST BUYS 71

The top gear tested and 
compared on features,  
price and build quality  
by the experts at TechGUIDE
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BEST BUYS 72

TOP

5
ACCESSORIES

1 Outdoor Tech  
Buckshot Pro
Like a Swiss army knife for mobile users, this gadget  
is a punchy, rubber-clad, weatherproof Bluetooth 
speaker that also doubles as a power bank. Then, 
plugging the USB torch attachment into the front,  
it becomes a multifunction LED flashlight. R1 000

5 Logitech Z533 speakers
This simple 2.1 speaker set delivers 60W 
of pounding bass with clear highs, and 
comes with a convenient oversized volume-control 
dial that rests on your desktop and doubles as a hub 
for connecting your phone. R1 800

4 TinyTrack Sidekick
This sturdy but colourful children’s watch 
will allow you to exchange voice calls and 
voice messages with your pre-teen, and allow you to 
monitor their movements on your phone throughout 
the day. R2 000

3 Soho back support
Banish the back pain you’ve built up  
from your years behind that PC. Fitting 
this back support is simplicity itself, using just  
two elastic straps, and it can easily be moved  
from office to home, and even to the car. R990

2 Microsoft Universal  
Mobile Keyboard
This is the keyboard that’ll pair seamlessly 
across platforms. The detachable magnetically  
latched cover doubles as a stand, making it a  
real everyday product. R1 000

 1 Acer Swift 7
The world’s thinnest laptop is  
not without its flaws, like the meagre two USB-C  
ports, but it more than makes up for that by being  
the perfect thin, light and sturdy travel companion. 
The solid-state drive and toughened screen are nice 
touches. i5, 13” screen, 8 GB RAM, 1.1 kg R18 000

2 Alcatel Plus 10
This is a converted tablet, so processing 
power is limited, but it’s light, with a set of 
ports to add USB devices or a screen, and the 
keyboard feels responsive. There’s also built-in 3G. 
Atom CPU, 10” screen, 2 GB RAM, 4G LTE, 850g R3 600

LAPTOPS

3 Dell Inspiron 15 7559 Pandora
For the gamer who can only buy one PC 
for work and play, this solid, well-priced 
model ticks a lot of boxes, including the Nvidia 960M 
graphics chip. We also liked the styling and big display. 
i7 CPU, 15” screen, 8 GB RAM, 2.57 kg R21 000

4 Acer Alpha 12 
This is a convertible tablet with the specs 
of a proper PC running Windows 10. The 
laptop keyboard and trackpad were impressive.  
The included stylus is useful. i5 CPU, 12” screen,  
4 GB RAM, 256 GB SDD storage, 1.25 kg R14 000

5 HP ProBook 450 G3
With very basic specs, this is considered 
an entry-level business machine, but its 
conservative design also means it’s optimised  
for reliability, battery life and the daily grind, which  
works for us. i3, 15” screen, 4 GB RAM, 2.1 kg R10 000

NEW

DELL INSPIRON  
15 3552 NOTEBOOK

Subscribers, SMS 
‘NOV NOTEBOOK’ 

and your ID 
number  

to 43183
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WINNERS 73

Competition terms and conditions for Tech magazine: 1 All Tech magazine subscribers will be automatically entered into selected competitions in the magazine. 
2 Standard SMS rates apply for all SMS competitions. 3 Automatic entry winners and SMS winners will be required to provide a valid TFG (The Foschini Group) account card number. 4 Winners will be randomly selected by 
means of an automated system for all automatic and SMS competitions. 5 This competition will commence on 13 October 2017 and end on 30 November 2017. 6 The winner will be notified via email/telephone within one 
month of the closing date. 7 The prize will be sent to the winner via RAM courier service to the winner’s home address or to the nearest TFG (The Foschini Group) store if the winner does not have a physical address. 8 The 

winner’s name will be published in the February 2018 issue of Tech magazine. 9 All participants must reside in South Africa. 10 By entering the competition, you agree and understand that you may win a prize and that there 
is no guarantee that you will win a prize. 11 Unclaimed prizes are only valid for six months. For any queries regarding competition prizes, email tech@tfg.co.za. 12 Valid Tech magazine subscribers will only be allowed to win a 
maximum of two prizes per issue. 13 Subscribers may only enter each competition once, and multiple entries will be discarded. 14 Terms and conditions apply. In order to view or receive the full terms and conditions, send an 

email to tech@tfg.co.za or call 0860 282 896.

Post a comment on the TechMagazineZA 
Facebook page and you could win a  

Pierre Cardin Phantom Anti-Theft Smart 
backpack, worth R900, with padded 

compartments for your laptop and tablet, 
hidden pockets and zippers, and a port 

connected to the power bank in the bag.

SHARE

&

TFG MOBILE APP 
Free, BlackBerry, Android and  
Apple iOS Manage your store  
accounts, rewards and vouchers  
on your smartphone.

WINNERS
AUGUST 2017

Earn rewards every  
time you shop. Account  
customers are automatically  
TFG REWARDS members.

TO BE OUR NEXT LUCKY WINNER, 
SEE PAGE 8 FOR INSTRUCTIONS  
ON HOW TO ENTER. 
Standard SMS rates apply.

R1 000 TFG GIFT CARDS 
Gwamanda J, Illovo
Kekana MV, Pretoria 
Nkosi EL, Kanyamazane
Zulu N, Umlazi

HUAWEI P10 LITE WITH 
VODACOM SIM
Mabuza HT, Dennilton 

DELL INSPIRON 15 3552 
NOTEBOOK
Masanga N, Secunda

SAMSUNG GEAR S3 
FRONTIER
Nyama M, Kensington

Magazine subscription terms and conditions for non-account customers: 1 You have subscribed to Tech magazine (“the Magazine”), a publication of Foschini Retail Group (Pty) Ltd (“TFG”); 2 For enquiries regarding your 
subscription, contact customer services on 0860 576 576; 3 TFG reserves the right to cease publication of the Magazine at any time in our sole and absolute discretion. If your subscription is still running at that point, you will 
receive a refund for Magazines still due to you; 4 TFG reserves the right to change or cease the benefits and competitions offered in the Magazine at any time, and to change the level of service offered to subscribers of the 
Magazine; 5 Magazine benefits are only available to customers who subscribe to the Magazine for a minimum period of six or 12 months and do not apply to customers who purchase single copies of the Magazine; 6 Customers 
who subscribe for six- or 12-month periods will be automatically entered into all “automatic entry competitions”, however, customers who purchase single copies of the magazine will not be entered into these competitions;  
7 All customers must enter “SMS entry competitions” by sending a SMS to be eligible to be in the draw for any prizes; 8 Subscribers may only enter each competition once, and multiple entries will be discarded; 9 If you have 
elected to pay for your subscription via a monthly debit order deduction, and if your debit order fails for any reason whatsoever in any month, you will not be sent a Magazine for that month and you may be charged a financial 
handling fee; 10 You must provide us with the correct address where your Magazine must be sent to every month, failing which you will not receive your Magazine, and we will not be liable to re-send your Magazine to any 
alternative address. Should you change your address, you must advise customer services of this; 11 TFG may change the shape and the size of the Magazine at any time; 12 The price of the Magazine will be adjusted at any time 
during in a calendar year, however, customers who subscribe for six- or 12-month periods will not be subject to price increases during the term of their subscription; 13 These terms and conditions can change from time to time 
and you will be bound to any updated terms and conditions from the date of publication in the Magazine and on www.tfgclub.co.za/cash subscribers; 14 We hereby notify you that if you are a Magazine subscriber it may be 

necessary for certain third-party benefit providers to process your personal information to enable them to provider their services to you. By making use of the benefit(s) you agree to this.
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IT WAS LUNCHTIME ON FRIDAY  

by the time we had packed the  

car, locked the doors, tapped the 

coordinates into Google Maps, and 

driven around the block again to 

make sure that the gate had shut. 

But an hour after we had  

cruised on to the highway in  

a north-westerly direction, we  

were still stuck on the highway  

in a north-westerly direction. 

It is often said that the best  

thing about Joburg is the road  

that leads you out of the city  

and into the bush, so it wasn’t too 

surprising that we weren’t alone. 

I leaned back in the gridlock and 

switched to Google Play, choosing 

my road trip ‘air guitar classics mix’. 

‘Is this the real life, is this just 

fantasy?’ crooned the voices on  

the stereo. ‘Caught in a landslide,  

no escape from reality,’ I fired back, 

above the noise of rumbling trucks 

and hooting taxis.

And less than two hours later,  

we were in the sanctuary of the 

mountains, beneath the deep 

blue sky, where the silence 

was broken only by the 

ripple of crystal-clear 

water in a rock pool, and 

the blip of a notification 

on my phone. 

‘Activity detected  

in study,’ said the alert, 

and I tapped on it with 

a quickening pulse,  

as beams of internet 

blitzed through the air 

and took me back home  

in a flash. 

There on the screen, in 

wide-angle and full-colour HD, 

EYE SPY
Wherever in the world you may wander, this 

internet-enabled eyeball will keep a close watch  
on what’s happening back at home

Words Gus Silber @gussilber

was Pinky the dog, chasing her tail 

on the carpet. I could hear, in the 

background, the raucous squawk  

of an ibis taking flight. It was just 

like being there. 

The Logi Circle* from Logitech, 

perched on its magnetic stand  

on top of a filing cabinet in my 

work-from-home space, was  

doing its job. 

The Logi Circle is a small device, 

tellingly shaped like an eyeball, that 

unblinkingly eyeballs your domain 

and reports any suspicious activity 

to you, wherever in the world you 

may be, via your smartphone or  

the web.

True, this means you may get  

a lot of updates regarding the 

to-ings and fro-ings of the pets  

in your household, but the Circle  

is artificially intelligent enough to 

hazard a guess when it comes to 

other species. 

‘Person likely detected,’ it will 

report, at which point you can 

watch a live-stream of what the 

Circle is seeing, with two-way audio, 

which means you can touch and 

hold an icon on the app to shout  

a warning through the speaker.

You can view and download 

footage recorded at time-coded 

intervals throughout the day and 

night, even in total darkness, thanks 

to the Circle’s spy-movie-like 

infrared mode.

Since the Circle only activates 

when it detects movements in its 

field of vision, it won’t trouble you 

when all is quiet at home. 

But it’s good to know, when you 

are not at home, that this handy 

little Cyclops is dutifully keeping 

watch and staying in touch, as  

long as you remember to holiday  

in a part of the world where it’s  

not too wild for your cellphone  

to get a signal.

*For more information on the  

Logi Circle, visit logitech.com. 



toptensmartphonesten

download our app now and
shop anytime, anywhere
Pricing and product availability is subject to change and customers must refer to 
the product page online at www.takealot.com for the most up-to-date information.

R150 OFF your first purchase over R350
Your coupon code is T F G T E C H 1 5 0
Already a Takealot shopper? Pass this to a lucky friend. Valid until 28/02/2018. Standard T&Cs apply. One coupon per customer. 
Instructions for redemption: www.takealot.com/PromoCodes

GoPro Hero6

R8,489

Samsung 55" Frame TV

R34,999

● Motion Sensor
● An exclusive collection of curated art
● 4K UHD Resolution

● Waterproof to 10 meters 
● 4K60 & 1080p video recording
● QuikStories enabled ● Voice commands

● Wrist based heart rate monitor
● Activity & multi sport tracking
● Water resistant up to 10ATM ● Garmin Connect

Garmin Fenix 5 Sapphire

R11,889

Samsung Note 8

R18,499

● Screen - 6.3" ● OS - Android 7.1
● Camera - Dual 12MP ● Storage - 64GB

LTE

Apple iPad Pro 10.5"

From R10,999

● Screen - 10.5" Retina
● Camera - 12MP

Sony Xperia XZ1

R9,999

● Screen - 5.2" ● OS - Android 8.0
● Camera - 19MP ● Storage - 64GB

LTE

Garmin Forerunner 935

R8,889

● Wrist based Heart Rate Monitor
● Real time training status and monitoring
● 1.2" color display ● Activity tracker functions

Dji Spark Drone

R8,689

● 12MP still photos, 1080p30 video
● 2-Axis stabilized gimbal camera
● Gesture and TapFly control

Dreamwave Bubble Pod

R699 (SAVE R96)

● 5W Performance Speaker (Best-in-Class)
● IPX5 Water/Dust/Sand/Snow Protection
● 1,800mAh Rechargeable Battery

Ultimate Ears Roll 2

R899 (SAVE R700)

● IPX7 Rated Water/Dust Proof
● 9 hours battery life
● 30m range




