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korum.co.ukFishing Made Easy

thecompletepackage
carp kit
The ultimate kit for carp fi shing! This kit 

includes everything you’ll need to get you 

started for this hard-fi ghting stillwater 

species. From rod and reel, to rigs and 

leads, the Korum Carp Kit really is the 

complete package.

KIT COMPLETE WITH:

• 2.75lb Korum Carp Rod

• Korum Free Runner Reel

• Korum Reel Line

• Korum Bite Alarm

• Korum Bite Indicator

• Ready-tied Carp Rigs

• Feeders, Leads and End Tackle

• Banksticks and Butt Rest
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Follow Us On Facebook

Follow Us On Twitter

OUR EXPERTS
STEVE RINGER
Needs no
introduction,
arguably the best
angler in the
country right now.

GILES ALCOCK
Lure man Giles
knows all there
is to know about
catching large
pike.

WAITING FOR PIC

PROPER FISHING?

T
he term ‘proper fishing’ is used a lot nowadays, mostly by
anglers fishing natural waters and aimed at those fishing
commercial pools, which can be perceived as being an
easier option. But what actually IS proper fishing? If you’ve

got one day a week to fish, why not fish a commercial lake where
you have more of a chance of catching? I certainly wouldn’t be
an angler today if my dad hadn’t taken me to a commercial for
my first taste of fishing! Those action-packed days inspired me to
carry on, and I’m not sure days spent blanking on hard waters
would have captured my imagination so easily! So, proper fishing
is whatever you want it to be.

That’s what is great about CFA – we have the lot. It’s all
proper fishing to us and that’s what makes fishing great; from
commercials to wild rivers we’ll search far and wide to instruct
and entertain on all coarse angling, no matter what the skill
level.

I posted a question on our Facebook page recently, asking
where anglers like to fish and almost all said a river, with
commercials hardly getting a mention – so why are commercial
venues packed and you hardly see an angler on the riverbank?
I think we need to get away from looking down on other anglers’
styles of fishing and embrace it all – it’s the only way our sport
can move forward!

Tight lines.
Rob Smith
rob.smith@dhpub.co.uk.
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F
or once, I found myself at a loose end. I had enjoyed an incredible seven days on the

fishing front; the previous weekend I had achieved my first target for the season of landing

a 15lb-plus bream from a tricky southern stillwater, and on Wednesday evening I’d landed

my second target in the shape of a 15lb-plus barbel from an off-the-radar stretch of my

local River Nene. So, as weeks go in the fishing world, you could say that I was on a bit of a roll.

Obviously, I was keen to keep the
momentum going, but as the weekend
approached I found myself without a plan.
I had a few commitments on Saturday and
Sunday afternoons, so I would be limited to
sneaking out early in the mornings for a few
hours before heading home at lunch time.
In all honesty, I felt it was a little early in the
season to start chubbing because it was still
only early October. However, because I only
had a couple of mornings, it was far from a
serious campaign.

I arrived at the Ouse just after first light
and had a wander along the riverbank to
reacquaint myself with the stretch and see
if it had changed much in the seven months
that had passed since I had last fished there.
I baited a few likely swims with what was my
favourite boilie for chubbing, CC Moore’s
Meteor, putting around a dozen baits in each.
I headed back to my first choice of swim,
where I had left my kit, and tackled up while
the river settled after the initial baiting.

Tackle was my trusty Drennan 1.5lb Super
Specialist Duo with a 3oz quivertip, a Shimano

5000 Baitrunner spooled up with 10lb mono
with a small 1oz flat pear, running above a
buffer bead. Below that, 18 inches of 15lb
ESP Two Tone, with a size 8 Stiff Rigger hook.
The hook bait, a 15mm boilie wrapped in
matching paste, was mounted on a hair
whipped tight to the shank of the hook to
reduce the chance of a chub mouthing the
bait without pricking itself on the needle-
sharp hook. This will sound like rather robust
tackle for chub, and in truth it is, but on some
of these bits of the Ouse there are still one
or two very big barbel knocking about and,
should I be lucky enough to hook one, I’d
want to be in with a good chance of landing it.

My first cast landed perfectly and I settled
back to enjoy what was a beautiful autumn
morning. My peace didn’t last long because
before I could even sip my coffee my rod
tip was pulled aggressively over. With it still
being fairly mild, most of the summer weed
was still present and this chub was intent on
dragging me through every bit of it! I was glad
of the stout tackle as I managed to draw what
was obviously a good fish over the waiting

net. As I lifted it out I was impressed by its
size and was expecting it to weigh in excess
of 6lb. However, on the scales it weighed a
respectable 5lb 14oz.

My next cast produced another chunky
five-pounder but after that the swim died. I
fished through a few other swims but nothing
else showed an interest, so I baited each swim
with around 50 to 60 baits on my way back
to the car with a view to dropping back into
them the following morning.

The next morning I was back in the
first swim bright and early and brimming
with confidence. I knew I would catch
that morning, everything just felt right.
Unfortunately, the fish hadn’t read the script
and I sat in my first swim for over an hour
without a bite! I decided to move down to the

You don’t see a picture
like this every day!

Former Drennan Cup winner Jamie

Cartwright reveals the story behind one of

the biggest braces of chub ever caught…
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next swim and see if anything was at home.
Five minutes after casting out I got my answer
as the tip jabbed round. This fish didn’t do
a great deal, just offering heavy, plodding
resistance, and as the fight wore on I had the
feeling I was attached to a really big fish. That
hunch was to be proved correct as what was
clearly a huge chub rolled over the waiting
net. As I lowered it on to the mat I could
see that it had been feasting on my dark-red
boilies, with evidence of it in the back of its
throat and oozing out of its vent. I was really
excited as I put the fish on the scales because
I was confident it would be comfortably over
7lb, and so it proved with a weight of 7lb
4oz, its huge frame not by any means full. I
really wanted to get a photo of it so I put it
back in the landing net to rest and get myself

together. It was still early so I thought I’d leave
it for a little while before ringing around to
deprive a would-be photographer of a Sunday
morning lie-in.

While I sat drinking coffee contemplating
who to disturb, I got an urge to recast the
rod. I had caught the fish from pretty much in
front of me and there were plenty of options
to cast to well downstream, so that’s what I
did. I threaded a fresh bait on to the hair and
punched it a long way downstream away from
the disturbance.

I sat there for perhaps 15 minutes, mulling
things over, when the tip suddenly jabbed and
whipped round again. This fish did a great job
of convincing me I was attached to a barbel
as it ripped line off a tight clutch. Then it did
something decidedly odd for a barbel; it tried

to bury itself in a far-bank rush bed, thrashing
on the surface as it did so. I hung on for dear
life and tried to turn what had just revealed
itself to be another really big chub. I had a bit
of an issue on my hands because I already had
a 7lb chub in the landing net and I was playing
a fish that I knew I shouldn’t be taking any
liberties with. I managed to bundle it in the
landing net without any disasters, where it sat
alongside its shoal mate looking every bit its
equal. On closer inspection, the second fish
was a little shorter but much fatter and had
the impression of a much younger fish in its
prime.

When it came to weighing the second fish I
was shaking with excitement. When the scales
settled they revealed a weight of 7lb 1oz! I
couldn’t believe it, I have been very fortunate
and caught some wonderful chub from the
Ouse, including two over 8lb, but I never
thought I’d be lucky enough to catch a brace
of sevens. I wasted no further time and called
my good friend Dougie, who was only too
happy to come out and take the pictures for
me. I decided not to recast and risk complete
disaster, instead choosing to sit holding tight
to my landing-net pole awaiting the arrival of
my photographer. Dougie did a wonderful job
with the camera and once the photos were
done we both watched in awe as they swam
away strongly. With that, I packed away the
rest of my gear and wandered back to the car
with the broadest smile imaginable on my
face!
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Lee Edwards shows you how a clever 
feeder technique could be the key to 

unlocking your local ß ooded river. 

I have come to my favourite River Wye today to show you why there is no need to 
be scared about fi shing fl ooded rivers. ! e Wye today is heavily swollen after a 
severe night of downpours and I am faced with a rising river that is currently fi ve 
feet above normal. 
! e water has a strong colour, with huge boils across the surface. Many anglers 

would look at such conditions and moan that it is unfi shable, but I love conditions 
such as these. Every bite from such a river is an achievement, and if you are 
prepared to really think about what you are doing, you could have a red-letter day.

How do I 

a feeder on a fl ooded river?
bounce

LEE EDWARDS
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LOCATION, LOCATION… LOCATION
! e main problem with fl ooded rivers is actually 
locating the fi sh in the fi rst place. ! ey are 
expending a lot of energy in the fast fl ow, so are 
likely to feed at some point, but fi nding them is 
my main concern. ! e centre of the river today 
is a raging torrent with all manner of trees and 
other detritus fl owing through it. Although I am 
sure fi sh are likely to be out there, fi shing there 
is a no-no. You just cannot present a hook bait 
well enough in such a raging torrent.

! is means searching for areas of the peg that 
off er slightly less fl ow. Today both sides of the 
river, away from the main fl ow, have creases that 
are very obvious from above. Chucking on the 
inside of these can be a great bet. On this peg 
I have located a calmer area about 12 metres 
from the bank, where I have well over 10 feet of 
water. I can imagine fi sh such as barbel hiding in 
such a deep hole, and the fact that it is well out 
of the main fl ow is all the better. 

It is often possible to catch fi sh right in the 
edge in conditions like this, and never be scared 
to chuck just a few feet from the bank. ! is is a 
great tip when all else is failing. 

You could quite easily cast to the far side to 
replicate what you are trying to achieve on your 
own side. ! e way to do this is keep your rod 
pointing sky-high to keep as much line out of 
the water as possible. ! is is hard work, though, 
and I will always try to catch on my own bank 
before venturing across. 

TACKLE CHOICES
! is kind of fi shing requires some specialist gear! 
You could need 60g to 100g feeders to hold the 
bottom so you need a serious rod to actually 
be able to cast the groundbait-laden beast. In 
this instance a Garbolino G-System Specialist 
Feeder is my choice. ! is is a 13ft feeder rod 
that is a far cry from the through-action rods 
that we use on commercial waters. It has plenty 
of backbone and is the ideal no-nonsense tool. I 
rig this up with a 5oz quivertip. 

! e reel is a big 4012 Daiwa Ballistic, which 
has the grunt to not only reel in such large 
feeders, but also to deal with big angry barbel 
and powerful water. ! is is loaded with an 8lb 
main line that is nice and robust. Both of these 
items are strong and powerful, which is exactly 
what you need. 

blockends, but I doctor them by cutting the 
bottom end out. ! is means I can pack in a 
load of particles and just cap the end off  with 
some groundbait. Many of the Wye regulars 
use such a feeder, and I must say this little trick 
works very well. 

TROTTING THE FEEDER
I am sure you are intrigued by me talking 
about bouncing the feeder through. ! ere is a 
specifi c technique required to make this work. 
I cast quite a way downstream and pay off  
line until the feeder crashes to the riverbed. I 

FEEDER SIZE
A heavy feeder is a must but the actual weight 
may surprise a few. I always try and use a 
feeder that only just holds bottom. Today, 
despite the current, I can hold bottom well 
with 60g. Many anglers opt for a much heavier 
feeder and really anchor it in place. I prefer to 
use a weight that only just holds and actually 
moves when I want it to. I catch a load of fi sh 
on here by bouncing the feeder through the 
peg, so many, in fact, that I never fi sh a static 
bait!

! e feeders I opt for are Preston Innovations 

Lee carries 
a load of 
different 
feeders… 

but the 
key thing 

is to carry 
different 
weights. 
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then tighten up to the feeder, but because the 
feeder is light, it always wants to move. 

I then sit and back wind line off  the reel 
slowly, which just takes enough pressure off  
the feeder and keeps it in position. I will back 
wind for maybe 30 seconds and then stop. 
Applying the brakes like this will move the 
feeder a yard or so before I begin back winding 
again. 

! is is a deadly trick that works for me year 
after year. I will repeat the process four or fi ve 
times before reeling in, refi lling my feeder and 
casting in again. 

A blockend feeder with the 
base cut away is deadly.

The floating tree gives an indication 
of the conditions faced on the day. 

LEE EDWARDS
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Bites when using this trotting technique 
are either super positive ‘3ft twitches’ or very 
obvious drop backs. 

FLUOROCARBON ALL THE WAY
Many of the country’s leading barbel anglers use 
fl uorocarbon hooklengths, and I also believe 
it is the best material for these hard-fi ghting 
fi sh. ! e reason being is that it is actually very 
abrasion resistant, and while light fl uorocarbon 
is actually quite brittle, the opposite is true of 
the 5lb, 6lb and even 8lb strengths that I opt for. 
! e stuff  I use is Drennan Fly Leader, which is 
incredibly tough. 

Another benefi t of this material is its weight. 
Because it is so heavy, fl uorocarbon will stay 
pinned to the deck, something that I feel is 
important for strong fl ows. 

Today I have started on a 3ft length of 5lb, to 

FISH IT!
River Wye 

Docklow Pools,
Residents’ Stretch 
T: 01568 760256

W: www.docklowpools.co.uk

which I have tied a size 12 Korum Xpert Power 
hook. ! is is ideal for my preferred hook bait, 
which is a bunch of red maggots. 

BAIT DECISIONS
! e Wye gets heavily fi shed and most of the 
guys who pleasure fi sh here choose to use 
pellets. To be honest, though, I have had my 
best results by feeding hemp and casters 
through the feeder. However, because there are 
so many pellets being introduced into the river, 
they have to be included in my bait menu. 

Today I have brought one pint of red 
maggots, three pints of casters, three pints 
of hemp, one bag of ABC Mi7 4mm pellets 
and a bag of Mi7 groundbait. ! is gives me 
the best of both worlds, with large quantities 
of the traditional baits, but I also have the 
pulling power of the Mi7. ! is is an interesting 
twist on the halibut-pellets theme and has 
a special additive that is extremely strong 
smelling. ! is has proven to be very eff ective on 
coloured rivers, where I think a strong-smelling 
groundbait is a must. 

KICKING OFF
I think it is important to establish a bed of bait. 
! e fl ow is so strong that I would imagine the 
majority of bait introduced is actually washed 
downstream. ! is is no bad thing, though, 
as the strong smells of the bait will almost 
certainly draw barbel upstream. I put a large 
open-ended feeder on and introduce 10 loads 
of hemp, casters and pellets, plugged with 
groundbait. 

Once this is done, I change to my doctored 
blockend feeder and look for my fi rst bite. It 
doesn’t take long and after just a few minutes 
of bouncing the feeder through a swim, I have a 
bite that nearly sees me lose my rod! A powerful 
battle ensues but a quality 6lb barbel is soon in 
the net.

PATIENCE
I must admit, catching a barbel fi rst cast led 
me to believe that I would be on for a really 
red-letter day. ! ree hours later, though, and 
I still only have the one. I have stuck to my 
favoured red maggot hook bait until now, but 
it is defi nitely time for a pellet and I hair rig an 
8mm Mi7 pre-drilled pellet. 

Amazingly the next 25 minutes see three 
more barbel come to the net before the action 
dies once more. I do believe that Wye barbel are 
shoal fi sh and it probably takes a small shoal to 
pass through the peg for you to catch them.

I try even shorter with just an underarm lob 
and instantly catch another. I don’t want to fi ll 
my net with barbel so this is more than enough 
for the catch pic. 

Every bite I have had has actually come when 
the feeder has been moving. I think sometimes 
you just need to catch the fi shes’ eye, and quite 
often a moving hook bait will get you bites 
when everything else fails.

Barbel will always feed 
in coloured conditions.

Strong-scented baits such 
as pellets, groundbait and 
crushed hemp are barbel 
essentials.
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Send your coarse fi shing question to us at 

 myanglingquestion@dhpub.co.uk

Lee believes that fluorocarbon 
hooklengths are a big edge.

The bouncing feeder was the 
key to snaring these beauties 
from a difficult river.

LEE EDWARDS
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CFA EXPERT
Name: Giles Alcock
Hometown: Dudley
Sponsor: Alcocks Tackle

16   coarsefishinganswers.com 

HIT 
THE SURFACE

Target pike and drop a… frog in the hole!
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The wind cuts across the water creating waves that 
roll and crash up the side of our waders, before 
frothing, white and rabid on the shore.

It’s late June, but the weather high in the UK’s 
Yorkshire Dales has reverted back to winter. A chilling bite 
in the air and constant threat of rain add an inhospitable 
edge. ! e stoically ancient landscape that holds the water 
in front of us matches this perfectly. Hard and craggy with 
a timeless scale and hypnotic charm that makes it hard to 
be anything but in awe of the place.

But down to business. As dominating and intoxicating 

as this wild corner of England is, what lies beneath this 
large glacial lake is more so still. Today we hunt pike, 
pushing our way into the food chain between two animals 
that have played a game of life and death with each other 
for millennia.

Frogs are a rich food source for pike at this time of year. 
Fat and meaty they make the perfect meal for a predator 
in the know. And here they know that only too well. 

Having exploited the pike’s taste for frog for a number 
of years at this venue, lure fanatic Giles Alcock has learnt 
just how these fi sh like their prey, developing an approach 

GILES ALCOCK
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They may look crazy but 
these frogs catch pike!
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GILES ALCOCK

that has seen him catch hundreds of them in 
the past – and that’s what LURE has come to 
learn today.

Having arrived early and hiked around 
the shore of the 100-acre lake, Giles gets in 
position. ! e key to this water is its depth. At 
around six feet at its deepest average point it 
warms up quickly and although it feels cold 
today a few weeks of increased temperatures 
and sunshine have brought the water 
temperature up, and the pike’s enthusiasm for 
surface baits with it. 

But with this comes the need for caution. 
With little depth, especially in the margins, it’s 
easy to spook fi sh. ! is is especially true as the 
underwater topography of the lake’s margins 
sees a drop-off  not too far out. ! is rocky 
ledge is a magnet for pike to cruise along and 
lay up in, and if they are there they don’t want 
us stomping around.

Cautiously approaching the rocky shore 
Giles’ target is a sprawling bed of lily pads 
that run from just off  the drop-off  to some 30 
yards out from the bank. Above the surface 
these plants are one of only a handful of likely 
looking features on the lake and according to 

our expert they usually hold plenty of pike – 
action could be immediate.

Ready to make his fi rst cast Giles takes his 
time. As with his movements on the bank his 
lure’s entrance to the water needs to be as 
subtle as possible. Accuracy is key, with the 
ideal being to arc the lure over the lilies into 
the water beyond and then work it back across 
the surface foliage.

A deft downward motion of his rod sees his 
lure fl y and land fl awlessly in the target zone. 

! e opening salvo of the operation is a 
surface lure. A buoyant soft rubber body 
mimics a frog swimming along the surface, 
except unlike a real amphibian this one has a 
large single hook fi tted weedlessly on its rear. 
! ese lures work through their ability to be 
able to be pulled through weed and foliage 
without hooking up, but when a fi sh hits the 
rubber body collapses, exposing the hook and 
hitting home.

Possibly the most important aspects of this 
frog lure, though (the Alcocks Tackle Shimmer 
Toad), is the willow blade that hangs to its rear. 
As well as the visual aspect of the lure working 
across the surface and the wake it leaves, the 

blade vibrates, kicking out pulses the pike will 
detect along their lateral lines. Not only does 
this stimulate their curiosity but it also allows 
them to work out where the lure is and to 
home in on it.

With the lure on the water Giles wants 
to drag it slowly across the lilies, picking up 
attention of fi sh lurking under the pads as 
he goes before the lure comes out into open 
water – and that’s when the pike tend to strike.

Giles works the lure on the water at an even 
pace, mimicking the actions of real frog, but 
pauses when the Toad kicks up onto one of 
the lily pads. Again this is a refl ection of the 
natural prey, and this pause can work to get 
the pike ready to strike as soon as the lure is 
twitched back into the water.

As with most fi shing adventures the theory 
is diff erent to the practice on any given 
escapade. ! e Shimmer Toad does its job and 
gets attention, but only from pike that swirl 
at it in the open water without any open-
mouthed action resulting in a hook-up. No 
matter, it’s all part of the game and something 
Giles has experienced many times before – roll 
on plan B.

Pike are great fun on 
light, balanced tackle.
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Send your coarse fi shing question to us at 

 myanglingquestion@dhpub.co.uk

Most pike give you 
short, explosive fights.

! e next stage of the frog approach is 
sub-surface, but only just. Working the top 
foot of the water Giles goes for a rubber frog 
pattern – an Alcock Tackle Paddle Toad – 
whose rubber rear legs move manically in the 
water. ! is is rigged weedlessly on a weighted 
screw-in worm hook, although not too heavy 
a weight. ! ere needs to be a balance between 
getting the desired casting distance to cover 
the lily area, and so that it can still be worked 
up in the water eff ectively. A 2g hook does the 
job with the lure itself weighing around 14g.

Cast out, Giles works the lure with his rod 
held high, keeping the angle of the line up 
to keep the lure from falling below where he 
wants it. Helping with this is Giles’ rod choice, 
an 8ft long Tenryu rod with an 8 to 30g casting 
weight designed for bass fi shing, but a tool he 
fi nds perfect for this job. ! e length also gives 
him more leverage on the strike to set the 
hook, very handy when looking to hit home a 
weedless setup. 

As with the Shimmer Toad Giles pulls this 
lure onto the pads, pausing the soft plastic 
on top of them. ! is time, though, when he 
moves it back into the water he lets the lure 
drop further down than the depth he works 
it at, before a quick pick-up and then another 
drop. He’s found through experience that this 
action can often bring strikes from pike that 
might not otherwise hit.

! e weather today isn’t helping matters, the 
wind whipping up the silt in the shallow water 
making visibility poorer than usual. For this 
reason Giles opts for brighter colours, with a 
fl uoro yellow frog being used. It worked too, 
with a hook-up after a few casts… but not a 
good one, Giles’ line going slack after a few 
seconds of action.

Time for the next stage of the plan and 
another type of surface lure. Some days the 
pike prefer hunting in the open water and for 
this Giles wants maximum attraction on the 

surface. Poppers are the answer in varying 
diff erent sizes and colours (Giles has gone for 
the Alcocks Tackle Mini Ultra Popper), but 
the important thing is to makes full use of 
the concave front end. Popping the surface, 
glugging and slurping as it sprays out an 
arc of water before it, in a relatively barren 
waterscape the commotion makes every 
predator in the vicinity aware that there’s 
something going on and they could be in for 
a snack.

Giles moves away from the lilies, covering as 
much water as possible. ! e audible burps and 
sploshes of the popper can be heard even at its 
furthest casting range and the pike are on it. 
Bow waves and swirls appear at random, but as 
before nothing connects. ! e fi sh are feeding 
and interested, but not confi dent enough to 
take right off  the top. Given this Giles reverts 
to the sub-surface frog, but this time, with 
the light having changed, he opts for black to 
silhouette against the sky as it covers fi sh.

Back on the lillies, second cast and the lure 
is smashed over a hole in the pads. ! ere’s no 
hook-up, though, but this is where the soft 
plastic come into play. Unlike with a hard 
lure, when a fi sh hits a soft plastic the feel of 
it is natural enough for them to not be too 
wary. ! is often gives you a second chance at 
another strike, whereas a hard lure tends to 
spook them straightaway. And so it is. Second 
cast on the same course and bam, the lure is 
again engulfed, but this time the hook hits 
home. Fish on.

Manic and angry the pike tries desperately 
to throw the single hook but with a good 
anchor point the result is inevitable. On the 
bank a lithe and lovely patterned jack of 
around 5lb is unhooked and quickly released. 
Swimming back to the sanctuary of the lilles 
it looks the perfect predator in this stunning 
water and we all agree, you would not want to 
be a frog in this part of town. 
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Wading out, where safe, 
can give you an edge.

GILES ALCOCK

Black lures 
silhouette 

against the sky.
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sponsored by

Canal ace Simon Mottram shows 
you how to make the most of a 

canal session with a brilliant two-
pronged approach.

1A WINNING COMBO
My two most reliable 

baits at this time of year 
have to be breadpunch and 
casters. Bread will keep you 
getting bites from all sizes 
of silver fi sh, while regularly 
dropping on one or two 
caster swims fed elsewhere 
can lead to bonus roach, 
bream, perch and maybe 
even a chub or two. 

4FRESH IS BEST
For the hook, I use medium-

sliced white bread, straight out of the 
packet. It must be as fresh as possible 
– even if that means asking your 
baker to fi nd you a loaf with a better 
sell-by date! 

I also use an old Brilo breadpunch 
tray with a fl ip-top lid. " is helps to 
prevent the bread drying out too fast 
and keeps it in tip-top condition. 

3TWO SIZES
I know a lot of 

anglers use larger 
breadpunches but I only 
ever seem to use a 3mm 
or 4mm size. " ese are 
ideal for the small hooks 
I prefer and I’ve never 
seen the need to fi sh a 
larger punch than this. In 
fact, some of my biggest 
canal bream have come 
straight after scaling 
down to a smaller 3mm 
punch!  

5PROTECT YOUR POLE
Skid bungs are a must-have accessory for the canal angler, both 

for protection and so you can ship back through hedges unhindered. 
I use mini extensions a lot as they allow you to fi sh with the perfect 

length of pole rather than having too much carbon sticking out 
behind you, which can block the way for other towpath users. 

2PUNCH BASICS
I usually feed liquidised 

bread loose so that it spreads 
out, clouds and cascades as it 
falls through the water. 

My feed is ultra-fi ne, 
which I achieve by freezing it 
straight after liquidising and 
then grating the frozen block 
through a metal fl our sieve. 
" is creates the perfect, fi ne-
particle feed I’m after. Try it! 

6BRING A PINT 
I always bring a pint of fresh 

casters to the towpath but, unless 
I’m targeting greedy chub, I like to 
keep the feed rate really light. By 
dripping in just four to six shells 
you ‘create a demand’ for the bait. 
I believe this encourages the better 
fi sh to compete and take the bait 
more confi dently.  

CFA EXPERT
Simon Mottram
Age: 36
Lives: Telford 
Occupation: Delivery driver
Team: Drennan North West
Sponsor: ABC Baits

VENUE FILE
Shropshire Union Canal

Location: Goldstone
Controlling club: Hodnet AC

Website: www.hodnetanglingclub.co.uk
Day tickets: £3 on the bank

Contact: 01630 658055

TOP TIPS 
THE PERFECT 
CANAL COMBO
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11GREASE IT UP
I would be lost without my ancient tin 

of fl uorescent bristle grease! I like to slightly 
overshot my pole rigs and then add a dab of 
grease to the very tip of the fl oat to bring it back 
up to the surface. Fishing this way really helps to 
create an ultra-sensitive setup. 

" is brilliant double-fi gure net of fi sh from the Shropshire Union 
Canal shows you the potential of a breadpunch and caster approach!

8TARGET THE SLOPE
I’m not a fan of fi shing at the base of a slope when after roach and 

skimmers. Instead I’d rather shallow up slightly and fi sh on a gradual 
slope, as this is where the fi sh seem to feed happier. 

Fishing on a slight gradient also enables you to vary your 
presentation between fi shing on or off  the bottom by simply laying 
the rig in slightly closer or further away. 

9LAY ON
When fi shing both bread and 

casters I generally like to set my 
rig an inch or two overdepth to 
begin with and often strike at the 
slightest dip or tremble on the 
fl oat. 

If the canal is towing slightly I 
also use this to my advantage and 
strike if the fl oat stops. You could 
be missing out on a lot of good fi sh 
if you simply wait for the pole fl oat 
to bury completely each time. 

7NO BULKS
I hardly ever use a bulk of shot 

these days. Instead, I prefer light 
fl oats with small No12, or even 
No13, shot spaced out on the line. 
" is helps to create a more natural 
fall of the hook bait and also off ers 
less resistance on a bite. It may take 
fractionally longer for the rig to settle 
but I’m sure this helps me to pick out 
a slightly better stamp of fi sh over 
the course of a fi ve-hour match. 

12PREPARE TO SCALE DOWN
I always prefer relatively small 

hooks as I seem to hit more bites with 
them. I use a size 22 Kamasan B590 for 
squatts and pinkies, a size 22 Preston PR 
31 for bread and a size 19 or 18 Sensas 
3405 for casters, stepping up to an 18 
B560 if better fi sh are about. 

Never be afraid to scale down if bites 
are harder to come by. Today, as soon as 
I dropped down to a lighter hooklength 
and smaller hook I began to get bites 
from quality roach on casters.

13FINE MAIN 
LINE

Canals can be really 
aff ected by skimming 
winds, so fi ner main 
lines will give you better 
presentation. My bread 
rigs are therefore all on 
0.08mm Supplex, as this 
catches the wind far 
less. I also have a good 
three feet of line above 
my fl oat, which reduces tangles and allows me to keep the pole tip 
well away from the fi sh. 

Fluorocarbon hooklengths have worked really well for me this 
season. Although the stated breaking strains don’t appear so strong 
I fi nd this stuff  is actually really durable and I’ve had some important 
bonus fi sh out on it. I use 0.075mm Supplex Fluorocarbon for bread 
and squatts, 0.095mm and 0.105mm for general caster fi shing.  

10WIRE BOTTOMS
I use an old discontinued Garbolino DC10 fl oat, which has 

a fi ne plastic bristle, for bread and balsa-topped dibbers or ‘pole 
sticks’ for caster work. 

" e vast majority of my canal pole fl oats feature wire stems 
rather than carbon. " e main reason is because they help to cut 
through the surface tension and off er much better stability when 
there is any skim on the water. " is is especially important with 
delicate 0.1g and 0.2g pole fl oats. 

TOP TIPS sponsored by

p022-23_cfa_02_drennan top 5.indd   2p022-23_cfa_02_drennan top 5.indd   2 17/12/2015   09:1717/12/2015   09:17





coarsefishinganswers.com   25

Former Drennan Cup 
winner Gareth Goldson 

heads off in search of chub 
on a forgotten river, with 

fantastic results.

Gareth Goldson’s Specimen DiaryEXCLUSIVE

Gareth Goldson’s Gareth Goldson’s 
SpecimenSpecimenDiary

Wet, wet, wet (that’s the weather not the pop 
group – they were rubbish!). What is going on 
with this weather? I had planned several grayling 
trips this month, but with constant bands of rain 

sweeping across the country it’s left the rivers I had planned to 
fi sh high and coloured, far from ideal grayling conditions. 

Having found some simply huge fi sh earlier in the season I 
was desperate to get back and was left feeling deeply frustrated 
with the constant rain. 

Timing is absolutely critical during the winter months. Rivers 
can change on a weekly basis and being fl exible about not only 
when you go, but also the species you choose to target, will 
dramatically transform your success rate. With much of my 
fi shing involving travelling long distances I’ve learnt to wait until 
conditions are 100 per cent right before making the eff ort.
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EXCLUSIVE

I have complete confidence in my 
boilie and paste selection from 
Dynamite Baits. I will often feed 
swims with these boilies even if 
I’m not fishing, which gets the 
chub switched onto the bait.

With the grayling fi shing on hold it was time 
to turn to Plan B and a spot of chub fi shing. 
Having spent the last couple of years targeting 
the Great Ouse for much of my chub fi shing 
I decided it was time for a change. Fishing 
for me has always been about setting myself 
new challenges and keeping things fresh and 
exciting. 

I had always had it in the back of my mind 
that I wanted to catch a 7lb chub from three 
diff erent rivers, and having succeeded on the 
Great Ouse and the little-fi shed River Bure, I was 
very keen to tick off  river number three from 
the list. 

I’d already done a fair amount of planning 
and looking during the summer months and 
had fallen in love with a tiny little river that 
initially I hadn’t even heard of. It was a chance 
stop on my way home from looking somewhere 
further afi eld that had me beating my way 
through the undergrowth trying to get a fi rst 
look at what can only be described as an 
absolute hidden gem. 

I knew the river contained chub, but it was 
impossible to fi nd any form of information on 
numbers or size. After a bit of looking and tree 
climbing I not only discovered that day that the 
river held chub, but I also managed to open my 
account with a stunning fi sh of 5lb 1oz, caught 

on fl oating crust. # at day a spark turned into 
a fl ame and my winter chub venue had been 
found. # e fact that little was known about the 
water simply added to the appeal.

I had kept an eye on the river throughout 
autumn, dropping in for a look every time I was 
passing by. Being a bit closer to home I knew it 
would give me the option of sprinkling in a bit 
of bait in preparation for my fi rst session come 
winter. With my grayling fi shing on hold this 
month, that fi rst session was to come much 
earlier than I had initially thought. 

With the river fi ning down and with 
incredibly mild weather I couldn’t have wished 
for better conditions on my fi rst trip of the 
winter. I had made the drive a couple of days 
previous to prep a few spots with a liberal 
helping of 15mm Dynamite Source boilies, a 
bait I have absolute faith in. Although it was 
extra eff ort I was keen to get the campaign off  
to a fl yer and knew the prebaiting would really 
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Gareth Goldson’s Specimen Diary
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The new Greys Prodigy PB 
Twin Tip rods are ideal for 
small-river chubbing.

My end tackle is all about 
being strong and reliable. 
These items are used to 
form a simple link leger 
rig – there’s no need for 
fancy tackle when chub are 
involved.

help to get the fi sh feeding confi dently.
# at fi rst session yielded two chub weighing 

5lb 2oz and 5lb 7oz respectively, fantastic fi sh 
for such a small river. I left with a spring in my 
step that evening and simply couldn’t wait to 
get back. Two days later I was back again, and 
despite hurricane conditions landed a new PB 
for the river weighing 5lb 12oz. I had found my 
lucky chub hat hidden under the front seat 
of my car and confi dence was now sky high. 
Before leaving I gave a number of spots a good 
hit of bait, knowing I was able to return later 
that week. 

Despite planning to get back the rain put 
paid to my plans once again. I had actually 
turned up to fi sh but hadn’t realised just how 
much rain we’d had overnight. Once I got 

A brace of small-river beasts, I’m 
hoping there are more of these to 
come this winter!

to the river it was obvious it was a waste of 
time even trying, with it running high and the 
colour of mud. Rather than just head straight 
home I took the opportunity to baitdropper a 
few more boilies into each swim to keep things 
ticking over.

Due to work, and the state of the river, I 
wasn’t able to get back until a week later. I was 
champing at the bit to squeeze a trip in, and 
despite most of my sessions going into dark on 
previous trips, this would have to be a quick 
morning aff air as work beckoned later in the 
day. 

# e fi rst few spots were fi shed with little 
joy, leaving me slightly disappointed. # e 
disappointment, however, was short-lived, 
with the following two swims producing 
stunning fi sh of 6lb 1oz and 6lb 3oz. Not just 
my fi rst six from the river but also my second! I 
could hardly believe my eyes. 

Needless to say, I can’t wait to get back. I 
will let you know how things have gone in next 
month’s diary piece. I might even fi nd time to 
get back for some pike. Too much fi shing, not 
enough time!

# e disappointment 
was short-lived, with 
the following two 
swims producing 
fi sh of 6lb 1oz and 
6lb 3oz. 
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St Pauls Chapel, Chapel St, Hindley, Wigan, WN2 3AD

ALL THESE OFFERS ALSO AVAILABLE AT 
TACKLESAVER, 13-17 THE PADDOCK, 
HANDFORTH, CHESHIRE SK9 3HG

TEL: 01625 528831

Tel: 01942 255 993  Email: s

ALL NEWPPPPP 
SEATBOXES 

COME WITH AN 
ACCESSORY PACK 
THAT INCLUDES:
ACAC
TH

RRP £799.99 

OUR PRICE £649.99OUR PRICOUR PRICE £649.99 £649.99

SEATBOXES

NEW!
NEW!

RRP £699.99

MAVER S4 Z-FRAME GREEN
MAVER S4 Z-FRAME MANGO
MAVER S4 Z-FRAME BLACK
MAVER S4 Z-FRAME WHITEWHITE

NEWNEW 

S4 Keepnet Arm, S4 ABS  
Side Tray, S4 Umbrella Arm 

& S4 Pole Spray Bar – 

WORTH £150

OUR PRICE 

£595

S4 UFO
SEATBOX

MON-FRI 9AM - 5.30PM
SATURDAY 8AM - 5.30PM

LATE NIGHT THURS UNTIL 7.00PM
SUNDAY 10AM-3PM

OPEN 7 
DAYS

A WEEK

CHEST WADERS 

Sizes 9-10 OnlySizes 9-10 Only

RRP £49.99RRP £49.99

OUR PRICE £99.99
RRP £139.98

OU

RRP

Rod Pod
•Hangers
•Butt Rests
•Front Rests
•Carry Case
•2x Vt Alarms

OUR PRICE £24.99
RRP £55.47

SPECIAL PRICE 
£14.99

RRP £34.99

SAVE
£20

POWER POLE KIT

OUR PRICE £19.99

42IN SPECIMEN LANDING 
NET + SPECIMEN 
2 PIECE 
TELESCOPIC 
HANDLE +
NET FLOAT

RRP £44.99

AND TACKLE BOX

OUR PRICE £15.99

DEAL OF THE MONTH
DEAL OF THE MONTH

It’s slim carbon profi le has 
incredible wall strength but still 
remains light, balanced and its 
responsive. Very much at home 
with 20+ elastics running through 
the power kits. Bagging on 
commercials will be a breeze with 
this little beauty. Comes complete 
with 3 x power kits, mini extension 
and pole holdall.

 RESPECT CARP 13M POLE

Total package
worth £499.98
SPECIAL OFFER 
ONLY £299

Additional Slotted power top 2 kits.

RRP £54.99 O/P £39.99

42IN SPECIMEN LANDING 

•
•
•
•
•

RRP

RRP

POWPOW

SPECIAL PRICE £59.99

                XTREME 
SERIES 3 PIECE 
LUGGAGE SET

RRP £129.99

 
RRP £49.99

ANDAND

sales@nwac.co.uk Website: www.nwac.co.uksale

  506 MK11 REEL

RRP
£69.99

NEW 4 DRAWER
G4 SEAT BOX

RRP £225.99
OUR PRICE £169.95       

FREE Spray 
Bar worth £39.99

OUR PRICE £54.95      

FREE P&P FREE P&P ON ALL ORDERS
ON ALL ORDERS OVER £50OVER £50

OUR PRICE £12.99

RRP 
£19.99

MEAT CUTTER
Available 
in 6mm or 
8mm

 ROD AND REEL COMBO DEALSROD AND REEL COMBO DEALS

BUY ONE ROD & ONE REEL FOR ONLY £99.99

TRIBAL VELOCITY ROD 3LB 50MM .. RRP £149.99
ST 10000 RB REEL ........................... RRP £84.99

P&P
£9

VIGILANTE DROP SHOT COMBO

Includes: 6ft 6in 5-20g 2 piece rod
LH Blue Max Baitcaster Reel
EZEE Braid 10lb 300yrds
Berkley PowerBait Drop Shot Pack

RRP £89.99 OUR PRICE £69.99

RRP
£109.99

OUR PRICE £89.99

RRP £29.99

VANTAGEVANTAGE
BASEBASE
LAYER SETLAYER SET
Sizes Available
M, L, XXL, XXXL

OUR PRICE
£19.99

MEME

OUR PRICE £24.99

SKEE-TEX FIELD 
BOOTS

OUR PRICE £66.95

RRP
£74.95

OUR PRICE
£149.00 OUR PRICE £39.99

RRP £84.99

SIZES 7 - 11

BLUEBLUE &
GREENGREEN
ONLY

CHUB TRANSPORTER CHUB TRANSPORTER 
BARROWBARROW

OUR PRICE £24.99

ABYSS X ABYSS X 
3 DRAWER 3 DRAWER 
SEATBOX SEATBOX 

PLUS 
FOUR BAR 

FOOT PLATE 

RRP

COMMERCIALCOMMERCIAL
 ARMCHAIR ARMCHAIR

Q-DOS Q-DOS 
Q-DOS 3+3 Q-DOS 3+3 
12FT PADDED 12FT PADDED 
CARP HOLDALL, CARP HOLDALL, 
CARRYALL CARRYALL 
& STIFF RIG & STIFF RIG 
WALLETWALLET

DAM MADDAM MAD
GUARDIANGUARDIAN
CAMO CAMO 
2PC SUIT2PC SUIT

RRP £349.99
M - XXXL

STRIKE STRIKE 
KEEPNET/KEEPNET/
LANDING LANDING 
NET COMBONET COMBO
INCLUDES A FREE STINK BAGINCLUDES A FREE STINK BAG

RRP £39.99

FOX IMPACT FOX IMPACT 
SPOD SPOD 

MEDIUM £10.99

LARGE £12.99

SAVE
£200.99
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Tel: 01942 255 993   Email: sales@nwac.co.uk   Website: www.nwac.co.uk

Drennan Red Range 11ft Pellet Waggler  O/P £54.95
Drennan Red Range 12ft Carp Waggler  O/P £54.95
Drennan Red Range 11ft Carp Waggler  O/P £49.95
Drennan Red Range 13ft Float O/P £54.95
FOR ONLY £10 EXTRA WE WILL INCLUDE ONE OF THE NEW WORLD-
CLASS 3000 FLOAT 8BB DOUBLE-HANDLED REELS - WORTH £24.99 

ROD AND REEL COMBO - OFFER 1

ROD AND REEL COMBO - OFFER 2

Drennan Red Range 9ft 6in Mini Carp Feeder O/P £49.95
Drennan Red Range 10ft Carp Feeder  O/P £49.95
Drennan Red Range 11ft Carp Feeder  O/P £54.95
Drennan Red Range 11ft Method Feeder O/P £59.95

FOR ONLY £10 EXTRA WE WILL INCLUDE ONE OF THE NEW WORLD-
CLASS 4000 FEEDER 8BB DOUBLE-HANDLED REELS - WORTH £24.99 

 
TEST CURVE: 12FT 2.75LB - 3LB - 3.25LB

RRP: £149.99 O/P: £69.99

OR BUY 3 FOR £199.99

FLAT BED POLE ROLLERS

OUR PRICE £49.99       

ROD OFFERS
  ROD SERIES 

13ft Power Match, 3pcs  ......................RRP £64.99  ................ O/P £48.99
12ft Pellet Waggler, 2pcs  ....................RRP £54.99  ................ O/P £44.99
9ft Wand, 2pcs  ...................................RRP £59.99  ................ O/P £44.99
10ft Wand, 2pcs  .................................RRP £64.99  ................ O/P £47.99
12ft Power Feeder, 3pcs  .....................RRP £59.99  ................ O/P £44.99
12ft Feeder, 2pcs  ................................RRP £59.99  ................ O/P £44.99

   ROD SERIES 
10ft Pellet Waggler, 2pcs  ....................RRP £34.99  ................ O/P £29.99
11ft Pellet Waggler, 2pcs  ....................RRP £39.99  ................ O/P £34.99
12ft Match, 3pcs  ................................RRP £34.99  ................ O/P £29.99

8ft Feeder, 2pcs  ..................................RRP £34.99  ................ O/P £29.99
9ft Feeder, 2pcs  ..................................RRP £36.99  ................ O/P £29.99
10ft Feeder, 2pcs  ................................RRP £39.99  ................ O/P £29.99

 PUDDLECHUCKER RODS

11ft Pellet Waggler ..................................................................O/P £79.99
10ft Carp Waggler ................................................................. O/P £69.99
11ft Carp Waggler ..................................................................O/P £74.99
12ft Carp Waggler ..................................................................O/P £79.99
10ft Carp Feeder .....................................................................O/P £79.99
11ft Carp Feeder .....................................................................O/P £84.99
12ft Carp Feeder .....................................................................O/P £89.99
10ft Method Feeder ................................................................O/P £84.99
12ft Method Feeder ................................................................O/P £94.99

FREE
POSTAGE

ON ALL 
DRENNAN RODS

 ACOLYTE RODS

13ft Acolyte Ultra ...................................................................O/P £179.99
14ft Acolyte Ultra .................................................................. O/P £189.99
15ft Acolyte Ultra .................................................................. O/P £199.99
13ft Acolyte Plus ................................................................... O/P £179.99
14ft Acolyte Plus ................................................................... O/P £189.99
11ft Acolyte Carp Waggler ................................................... O/P £149.99
12ft Acolyte Carp Waggler ................................................... O/P £159.99

NEW

OUR PRICE £79.99

RRP £129.95

ROD AND REEL COM

OUR PRICE £139.00

OMBO OFFER 1 COM

MATRIX ALL 
WEATHER 
SUITSSUITS

ADJUSTER LEVEL ADJUSTER LEVEL 
ACCESSORY ACCESSORY 
CHAIRCHAIR
& ACCESSORIES& ACCESSORIES

WARRIOR 6 LEG 
BEDCHAIR

RRP £109.99 OUR PRICE £99.99

With free Q-Dos 
Bedchair carry bag worth £24.99

POLE DEALS
 POLES

Elite Carp Series 2, 14.5m RRP £1599  WAS £899 NOW £799NOW £799 
•5 x Powerlite slotted power kits •1x Mini extension
•1x Cupping kit •Deluxe holdall •2 x DVDs

 POLES

Beast Master Margin 8.5m  RRP £279  O/P £159.99
Includes 1 x Power Top 2 Kit

Technium 13m  RRP £499  O/P £299
Includes 2 x Power Top 2 Kit

Catana 13m  RRP £349  O/P £199
Includes 1 x Power Top 2 Kit

*Additional Power top 2 kits for Catana: RRP £64.99 O/P £39.99*

507
MK11 REEL

OUR PRICE £69.99
RRP £79.99

PROLOGIC
2-PIECE 
COMFORT 
SUIT

OUR PRICE £69.99

Sizes Available: 
M-XXL  (GREEN)

RRP £119.99

XL
RRP £69.99

FLFL

RROODD OOF

*Additional Power top s for Catana

ONE MAN CONTACT BIVVYONE MAN CONTACT BIVVY

OUR PRICE £99.98RRP £139.99

ONE MAN WINTER SKINONE MAN WINTER SKIN

OUR PRICE £47.99RRP £64.99

TWO MAN CONTACT BIVVYTWO MAN CONTACT BIVVY

RRP £159.99OUR PRICE £112.98
TWO MAN WINTER SKINTWO MAN WINTER SKIN

OUR PRICE £52.49RRP £69.99

ANY SEASON FIELD ANY SEASON FIELD 
BOOTSBOOTS

OUR PRICE £19.99
RRP £49.99

AVAILABLE IN
SIZES 9-11
SUPER COMFORT 
ALL YEAR USE MULTI 
FUNCTION BOOTS 

Enigma 201 16m            RRP £1335  WAS £849  NOW £599NOW £599
•5 x Powerplay slotted & bushed power kits •Mini extension
•Cupping kit & cups •Deluxe pole holdall & tubes
•Informative DVDs

P&P £9.99

P&P £9.99

RRP £229.99

LLLL 

SAVE
£90.99

Sizes Available: 
M-XXXL
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CFA EXPERT
Name: Tommy Boyce
Hometown: Weedon
Sponsors: Sensas/! e Tackle Hub

30   coarsefishinganswers.com 

We all know how eff ective bread 
is on winter canals – roach and 
skimmers absolutely adore the 
stuff . For many, though, bread is 

just an afterthought; perhaps a bait for a quick 
fi rst hour before settling into your rhythm on 
other baits. 

For top towpath technician Tommy Boyce, 
however, the bread is a match winner. A tactic 
for the full fi ve hours and a devastating one at 
that! His record on the Midlands and southern 
canals is enviable, while he is one of the few who 
remain loyal to the canal match circuit. 

Canal master Tommy Boyce shows you 
how to get the most from the breadpunch.

ANY DEADLY 
BREAD TIPS 
FOR CANALS?
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ANY DEADLY 
BREAD TIPS 
FOR CANALS?

TOMMY BOYCE
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WHY BREAD?
“You need to understand that bread is almost a 
natural food to canal fi sh. Many of the sections 
that we fi sh are pegged in populated areas and 
that means that the fi sh see bread way more 
often than a squatt or a pinkie! 

“I love to use bread at every opportunity. It 
is such a positive method, and when it works 
I can be confi dent of doing well. ! e fi sh you 
catch on it will always be a better average stamp 
than with squatts, plus you are always likely to 
encounter the odd bonus skimmer along the 
way. 

“It is also very kind to the wallet: in this day 
and age we all welcome a cheap day’s fi shing 
and bread certainly gives that, three loaves for 
feed and a few slices for the hook and you’re 
away.”

BREAD PREPARATION
“You need a good-quality food processor if you 
are a regular bread angler. For years I made do 
with cheaper alternatives and would burn one 
out every six months or so. In the end it is far 
more cost eff ective to spend a few quid more 
and buy a better blender.

“I will always take six to eight pints of the 
liquidised bread with me. My approach is very 
attacking and, trust me, you can get through 
the bait very quickly.

“I don’t bother cutting the crusts off  the slices 
when preparing the bread – what’s the point? 
! e slices the duck feeders throw in have the 
crusts on and so will mine! 

“Once the slices have been blitzed, I run the 
resulting crumb through a fi ne sieve. Any lumps 
that don’t get through will be put back into the 
blender and given another blast. Ultimately I 
want the punch feed to be as fi ne as I can get it.

“When I am happy with the texture of the 
crumb, I simply store it in a sealable plastic 
box that keeps the feed nice and moist, and 
also lump free. Any bread that I don’t feed will 
simply be frozen ready for the next match.”

THREE LINES TO GLORY
“I like to target three areas of the swim with 
bread. ! e fi rst is on a top fi ve of my pole. ! is 
is where I will always start and while other 
anglers may see it as a line to catch early from 
and then forget, I actually try and make it work 

1Tom stores the bulk of his 
bread in a large tub.

BREAD PREPARATION

2He wets up small amounts 
at a time. 3! e wetted bread makes 

balls for feeding.

for the fi ve hours. 
“Granted you won’t just clatter them there 

for the whole match but with some persistence 
and regular feed there will be spells in the 
match where you will get another run of fi sh. 
! is is vital, because on many of the canal 
matches that I fi sh, 3lb to 6lb is the target, with 
8lb generally getting you in the top three. So if 
you can catch a quick 2lb short and then pick 
up a few fi sh off  the line throughout the match, 
you could catch as much as 5lb short, which is a 
large chunk of your target achieved! 

“! e other two lines are at the base of the 
far shelf and at the top of it. Today that is nine 
metres and 11 metres. ! ese could be really 
good swims but I use them more to keep my 
catch rate ticking over when the short line dries 
up. ! e water is generally shallower on these 
spots and because I can’t feed them by hand 
like I do on the short line, I rely on the initial 
feed holding the fi sh more than the regular 
feeding that holds them short.”

SLOPPY SECRETS
“My bread is just like many others, in that it is 
super fi ne and just damp enough to squeeze 
into a ball. But what I do that is slightly diff erent 
to the norm is scoop two pints of crumb into a 
smaller tub. I then pour in some water and leave 
it to soak. ! e result is a small amount of sloppy 
bread, but importantly it is not super runny and 

I can feed it in tiny nuggets by hand.
“! e resulting mix goes to the bottom 

quickly but still emits a bit of a cloud, which 
attracts fi sh from far and wide.”

FEEDING  KEEP IT REGULAR
“Many anglers go wrong on the canals in that 
they don’t feed enough bait. You must keep 
feeding with bread otherwise your swim will 
just fade away. My swims are kicked off  with 
sizable balls, but it is what I do thereafter that is 
important.

“! e short line receives a small ‘thumb sized’ 
ball of bread every chuck. Even when I come off  
the line and try elsewhere I will still maintain my 
routine of plopping the small balls in short. 

“On the two longer swims, I can’t maintain 
the same regular feeding principles simply 
because I cannot be accurate enough with the 
feed by hand at those distances. Instead I will 
drip a bit on by using a small Toss Pot.”

THE POWER OF THE 5
“You may be surprised to fi nd out that I pretty 
much always stick to a 5mm breadpunch. I 
see no end of anglers using tiny 3mm punches 
but I don’t see the point. Skimmers are worth 
their weight in gold on this canal and while the 
3mm might be better for ‘blades’, you won’t 
catch skimmers on it. I fi nd 5mm to be the best 
compromise size and believe I catch a better 
stamp of roach as a result.”

POSITIVE RIGS
“My main bread rig is about as simple as it gets. 
I use a 0.5g Drennan Canal fl oat, this is set up on 
0.07mm line straight through to a size 20 B511 
hook and is shotted with a simple olivette and 
one No11 dropper. ! is rig is brilliant and gets 
the hook bait down to the bottom in double-
quick time. Importantly, though, bites register 
quickly and positively. 

“I believe this rig catches me better fi sh as a 
result. Strung-out shot are all very pretty, but 
you will catch smaller fi sh, it’s as simple as that! 
I have lost count of the number of times that 
I have beaten 200-fi sh anglers with fewer than 
100 of my own. 

“For further across the canal, I drop the fl oat 
size to suit the depth and use a simple bulk and 
three droppers.”

THE SESSION
“I am fi shing the Grand Union Canal today 
at Yardley Gobion, in Northamptonshire. It 

Positive olivette rigs make a big 
difference to the stamp of fish caught.
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Tommy’s simple bread 
tactics are fantastic!

TOMMY BOYCE
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A 6lb net of bread fish on a 
rock-hard winter session.

is typical of many of the stretches of this 
canal in that the weights that I have already 
mentioned will always be good. I have 
simply potted in on the three bread 
swims and have got my head down 
and into a nice rhythm on the short 
swim. 

“As predicted, the sport is 
instant; you need to be in the 
game straightaway because quite 
often a bonus skimmer or a big 
roach will come within the first 
10 minutes so make sure you are 
ready for it. 

“I’ve caught well from the off 
today, and by feeding every chuck 
I have got the fish gagging for the 
bread. The pattern repeats itself for 
90 minutes before the swim fades. 
This is not a problem; I will keep 
feeding the short line but will try and 
catch what I can from the other two lines 
before they hopefully ‘rock-up’ short again.

“The longer swims are much harder, 
this can be expected on winter canals as 
the boats definitely have an adverse effect 
on sport when the temperatures plummet. 
However by being confident and positive 
with the bait, the fish have arrived short 
again and I have another great run in the 
final hour.”

“I have ended with 6lb plus today, which I 
am sure would win me a prize on a freezing 
cold day such as this. The fact that the 
short line came good again just 
shows the importance of keeping 
it fed, regardless of whether you 
are catching or not.”

TOMMY BOYCE

“! ere are some days where 
you are on a pile of tiny 
fi sh. Bread is not the answer 
for them so I revert to a 
groundbait and squatt attack 
for these occasions. I always 
carry some Sensas Formula 
Supreme with me and if it is 
clear that the swim is full of 
‘eyes’ then I will feed a ball and 
fi sh squatts or pinkies over the 
top. I never feed it at the start, 
though!”

TOP TIP 
 GET OUT OF JAIL
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FROM QUIRKY TO PLAIN USEFUL, WE’VE GOT THE GIFTS THAT ANGLERS WANT

To see our full range of gifts visit www.shopatdhp.com
FACEBOOK PINTEREST

Stuff  That 
Anglers Want dhpublishing

Perch Mug 
£10.95 | MAYF_004

Cast Iron Bott le Opener
£9.99 | CGB_003

Perch Cushion 
£17.99 | GABY_005

I ❤ Fishing Mug 
£4.99 | GDHP_001

Lure Fishing Bookazine 
£9.99 | BKZ_018

Perch Lapel Pin 
£4.50 | CADO_025

Think Fishing Volumes 1 to 6 DVD
£19.99 | DHP_037

The Ultimate Feeder Fishing Guide 
£9.99 | BKZ_023
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Baits
Imitation
How to ! sh with…

A close look at how 
to get the best out of 

imitation baits.

Imitation baits are a crucial part of 
most specimen anglers’ armoury 
and they have even made their 
way into pleasure/match anglers’ 

tackle boxes. These days there isn’t a 
bait on the market that hasn’t been 
copied and these fake baits offer a 
number of advantages.

The earliest rubber-made baits 
weren’t great, though, because they 
rarely resembled the real thing and 
were so buoyant that a big hook was 
needed to sink a small bait. That 
wasn’t much good if you wanted 
to fish one directly on the hook for 
small species.

Today, however, with the 
developments in injection moulding 
and raw materials, companies like 
Enterprise have a wide selection to 
suit everyone. As well as the popular 
pop-up and floater baits, you can 
now get sinking versions of some 
as well as critically balanced baits, 
which, although they float, will sink 
under the weight of a small hook.

So why use imitation baits? Firstly, 
because they don’t break down in the 
water like naturals, they can be left 
out for as long as you want. Secondly, 
they will survive the attentions of 
small nuisance fish and crayfish 
picking at them while you wait for 
your target species to come along.
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Imitation

SINKING A DRILLED FAKE PELLET

How to ! sh with...Imitation Baits

2Transfer to the hair, pulling 
it out of the hole. 3Add the bait stop and pull 

back into the hole.1Push the baiting needle 
through the hole first. 4Plug the hole with heavy 

tungsten putty.

HAIR RIGGING IMITATION BAITS

2Transfer the bait to the hair. 3Trap the bait with a 
dumbbell stop.1 Push the bait onto a baiting 

needle. 4Make it more permanent 
with a dab of glue.

IMITATION BAITS CORN
A popular choice when targeting 
specimen carp from weedy 
venues, but try it when tench 
and big bream are the quarry.

HARD PELLETS 
Great alternatives to the real 
things because, unlike a halibut 
pellet, they don’t break down. 
Adding a bit of tungsten putty 
helps to sink the bait.

CASTERS
These are commonly 
found in the barbel 
angler’s bag because 
they are used to create 
a critically balanced 
hair-rigged offering when 
superglued in a bunch 
with real casters.

MAGGOTS
Once only available as 
unrealistic floating baits, 
you can now get real-
looking, sinking baits 
that come in red, white 
and bronze.

BREAD
A great floating 
substitute for the real 
thing when targeting 
carp and chub off the 
top. You get sinking 
bread too.

SOFT PELLETS
The sinking versions are ideal for fishing 
on a hair when targeting commercial 
carp shallow. Unlike banded or hair-
rigged carp pellets, they stay on the hair.
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CFA EXPERT
Name: Louis Russo
UK PB: 35lb
Sponsors: Crafty Catcher/Wolfe Clothing

IMPROVE YOUR 
BOILIE FISHING

Trying something a little different can 
catch you more carp. LOUIS RUSSO 
explains how adapting your boilie 

Þ shing can get you more bites.
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By blitzing some 
baits in a Krusha 

you can can make 
a great stick mix.

For many carp anglers, boilies are the only 
bait that they take. More often than not 
they cast out a pop-up and spray a couple 
of pouches of boilies over the top with 

the catapult and are normally happy to put the 
rods on the rest and leave them for the duration 
of the session. Although this will get bites on 
most days, sometimes it is better to be slightly 
diff erent to try and improve your catch rate. 
Anglers who do the same as everyone else enjoy 
the same results, so why not try and fi sh a bit 

diff erent can turn a potential blank session into 
a red-letter day. 

First things fi rst, boilie crumb can be used to 
improve the pulling power. " e leakage from 
crumb is much higher than that of a boilie. " e 
water quickly seeps in, forcing all of the liquid 
attraction out of the boilie and into the water 
column. Once crushed, you can use the boilies 
in a multitude of ways. 

One option is as a PVA stick, which gives you 
a parcel of bait concentrated right around the 
hook bait. " ey are also useful when fi shing 
with a supple hook link because it will help to 
prevent tangles on the cast. A little boilie goes 
a long way and often less is more with PVA 
sticks. I like to use a bag around two inches 
long because it provides enough attraction 
and prevents tangles. I aim to give the fi sh a 
mouthful of bait, at which point they engulf my 
hook bait. If you use too much bait in the stick 
there is a danger that the fi sh will take more 
than one gulp to pick up the contents of the 

Most boilie flavours have 
a range of extra products.

diff erently and catch more than the bloke next 
to you? 

You can do a lot with a kilo of boilies, 
besides loading them in the catapult and fi ring 
them onto your spot. You can maximise their 
attraction in several ways. Most boilies come 
with a dedicated range of complementary 
products, such as pop-ups, wafters and glugs, 
aff ording you plenty more options for fi shing. 

In their normal form boilies are highly 
eff ective, having caught loads of carp for 
decades, but sometimes something a little 

A simple soak in a matching dip will add 
heaps of attraction to your boilies. " e bait 
booster from Crafty Catcher is ideal for 
soaking boilies or even dipping PVA sticks 
before a cast. It literally oozes attraction.

KILLER KIT OF THE PROS

IMPROVE YOUR BOILIE FISHING
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bag, thereby reducing your chances of it taking 
the hook bait in one go. 

Before casting out I also like to give them 
a dip in the matching glug to add liquid 
attraction. Liquids travel through the water 
much more effi  ciently and they can be hugely 
eff ective, particularly in winter.

Using crumb as a form of hook-bait wrap is 
a great way of ensuring that you are getting the 
most attraction into a hook bait as you can. 

I normally crush up some boilies then put 
them in a pop-up pot for easy transportation. 
" en I take my wafter hook bait and give it a 
good dip in the matching boilie liquid. In this 
case it’s the King Prawn glug from Crafty Catcher. 
Once thoroughly soaked, I put the hook bait 
in the pop-up pot of crumb and give it a good 
shake. Once completely coated, you have a high-
attract hook bait that breaks off  as it dissolves. 
If you want to prolong the time it takes to break 

up, simply air-dry it for fi ve minutes.   
It doesn’t stop at attraction from your hook 

bait either. I like to improve the attraction of 
my freebies too. By adding matching glug you 
can boost your baits, meaning you don’t have 
to feed so much to get plenty of attraction in 
the swim. " is will often result in quicker 
bites. Halving baits is also another great 
edge and it often helps to break up 
boilies when fi shing for wary fi sh 

Once Louis soaked the boilies 
the fish began to feed hard. 
Check out that fizzing!
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1" read a wafter onto the 
hair. " is is superb for use 

over a bed of boilies.

HOW TO CREATE A HIGHLEAKAGE HOOK BAIT

2Dip the wafter into 
matching liquid to make 

it sticky.
3Now put the dipped hook 

bait into a pot of crushed 
boilies. 

4Replace the lid and give 
the pot a good shake to 

coat the wafter.
5Once fully coated, leaving 

it to dry for fi ve minutes 
helps it stick. 

6Once cast out, it will settle 
on the lake bed and slowly 

begin to break down.

that view a round boilie as dangerous. 
We are at " ree Lakes Angling Club near 

Chelmsford in Essex. It comprises a group of 
weedy lakes that contain a stunning stock of old 

carp, some as old as 40. We are here to show 
you how to make the most of a kilo of bait. 

I got here just before dark and decided 
to target Pit 4. It is an intimate lake 

of about two acres. Despite it 
now being late autumn, there 

IMPROVE YOUR BOILIE FISHING
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Why not halve your 
baits to create more 
leakage in the swim?

is still extensive weed growth at one end and I 
reckon this is where the bulk of the fi sh will be 
situated. " ere are two holes in the heavy weed 
that are well worth targeting. In the interest of 
getting as much attraction into the water as 
possible, I have decided to glaze my baits with 
the King Prawn glug before baiting with them. 
" is allows me to use less bait but increase the 
attraction in the swim. To keep the hook away 
from any debris I’m using a PVA bag of fi ne 
crumb in the hope that I can concentrate the 
feeding around my hook bait, which is a King 
Prawn boilie coupled with a white pop-up to 
make a small snowman rig. " is is simply fl icked 
the short distance to my right-hand spot.

" e left-hand rod is fi shed on another clear 
spot surrounded by weed. A simple underarm 
fl ick is all that’s needed to get to it. I have 
chosen to fi sh with a King Prawn wafter rolled 
in boilie crumb. To complement the hook bait 
I break a handful of boosted King Prawn boilies 
to release their smell further and catapult them 
over the spot. With both rods baited I have 

used just 50 baits on each and I am confi dent 
of a bite. 

" e fi sh begin to fi zz in the area, turning 
the bottom over for my smelly boilies. After 
extensive fi zzing a fi sh soon makes a mistake. 
Following a fraught battle trying to prevent it 
getting in a large weed bed, I slip the fi sh over 
the net cord. " at’s the pressure off  for the 
feature, that’s for sure. I unhook what looks like 
a 20lb common and try and get the rig back out 
on the spot in prime position. Before I recast it 
I thread on another PVA stick and touch up the 
hook with the Gardner Point Doctor 2. " is is 
a great tool and it’s foolproof. I get great results 
by just pushing it a couple of times towards the 
point of the hook.

I then fl ick the rig back out on the spot, 
complete with a stick. Due to the disturbance, 
the fi sh have retreated into the weed bed. 
Luckily, my other spot is closer to the dense 
weed and the fi sh seem to be more confi dent 
feeding here after the commotion of the last 
bite. 

Again the fi zzing begins and the fi sh send 
up plumes of broken weed and 

debris as the fi sh root 
through the silt for 

the boilies. With 
such concentrated 

" e Point Doctor 2 is perfect for touching 
up hook points. After catching a fi sh the 
point will often need a sharpen and the 
Point Doctor 2 will take it back to its 
former perfection with just a few strokes.

KILLER KIT OF THE PROS

feeding near the hook bait it doesn’t take long 
for one to make a mistake. Again the fi ght is 
nothing short of spectacular as the fi sh sprays 
water into the air as it fi ghts to reach the 
sanctuary of the weed. Once close in the fi sh is 
as good as mine. 

My rods are ideal for the situation, with their 
through action soaking up every lunge. Being 
overgunned with stiff  rods can be detrimental 
in this situation and can often result in more 
lost fi sh due to hook-pulls. 

I manage to get the fi sh in the net and soon 
hoist up my second of the trip for the camera. 

It’s been a cracking day session and proof 
that both tactics work. By feeding little and 
often with the bait and maximising attraction 
around the hook bait I am able to ensure the 
best possible chance that it gets picked up by a 
feeding fi sh.

" ere is defi nitely more to boilie fi shing than 
simply threading on a pop-up and fi ring out 
boilies to a marker fl oat and casting your rig. A 
little extra thought can bring about a change 
in your fortunes, particularly on a day when 
the fi sh are being less obliging. I have used less 
than half a kilo of bait yet I have caught two 
20-pounders. " at can’t be a bad average and it 
proves that you don’t have to use piles of bait 
to get results. A kilo of boilies doesn’t cost the 
earth but by using it cleverly you are making the 

most of every gram. 
Next time you are out on 

the bank, try using the 
complementary products in a 
boilie range and have a go at 
the tips I have outlined; you 
might fi nd that it changes 
your fortunes.

The fizzing persisted 
until this awesome 20lb 
common made a mistake.

IMPROVE YOUR BOILIE FISHING
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The term ‘waggler’ is generally used to 
describe any fl oat attached to the line 
at the bottom end only. ! ought to be 
so-named because they often ‘waggle’ 

as they fl y through the air on the cast, wagglers 
can be made out of a variety of materials 
including peacock quill, sarcandas reed, balsa 
wood and even plastic.

! e beauty of a fl oat attached at the bottom-
end only is that the line between the fl oat and 
rod tip can be sunk beneath the surface of the 
water, out of the way of the wind. Here, in the 
UK, it’s often windy and this can play havoc 
with the presentation of your bait when fl oat 
fi shing. ! e wind aff ects the surface layers of 
the water much more than it aff ects the water 
beneath the surface, so it follows that a line 
sunk beneath the surface will allow the tackle to 
behave more naturally in the water. 

Wagglers can also be cast considerable 
distances, depending on the size of the fl oat 
you’re using.

Many modern wagglers incorporate a weight 
at the base of the fl oat. ! is is designed to 
reduce the amount of locking shot required to 
secure the fl oat to the line.

WHEN TO USE WAGGLERS
Wagglers are used on both running and 
still water. ! ey can be used in all weather 
conditions, usually with a sunken line between 
fl oat and rod tip, but in favourable conditions of 
little wind, the line can be kept on the surface, 
which leads to faster strikes. However, if it’s clear 
that the wind is aff ecting the passage of your 
fl oat through the swim on a river, or dragging 
it unnaturally around on a lake, it’s always best 
to sink the line by dipping the rod tip under 
the surface after casting and making a couple 
of quick turns of the reel handle. A line that’s 
described as ‘sinking’ obviously helps as well!

Master the waggler and you’ll be able to Þ sh 
effectively for almost all species. This fun and 
active method catches tons of Þ sh, and what’s 
best is it’s simple to learn…

THE WORLD 
OF WAGGLERS

In perfect wind conditions on fl owing water, 
a stick fl oat might be a better option if you’re 
fi shing within a few rod lengths of the bank (see 
pages 50/51). 

TYPES OF WAGGLER
STRAIGHT
! ese are the most popular wagglers, made 
simply from a straight length of buoyant 
material with an eye at the base through which 
your line passes, fi xed in position on the line by 
split shot. ! ey off er good visibility and come 
in diff erent lengths and thicknesses for diff erent 
conditions. 

INSERT
! is is simply a straight waggler with a short 
length (four to 10 centimetres) of thinner 
material at the top of the fl oat. ! ese fl oats are 
more sensitive than straight wagglers, but less 
buoyant at the top. ! ey’re used mainly on still 
waters for shy-biting species like roach. 

BALSA
All-balsa wagglers are very buoyant and a 
popular recent addition to the tackle of anglers 
who fi sh commercial stillwaters. ! e beauty of 
a short, chunky length of highly buoyant balsa 
is that it can be cast a long way and doesn’t 
plunge far under the water when it lands on 
the surface. ! is makes it perfect for fi shing 
only a few inches deep for carp with pellets. 
Some pellet wagglers are made from dense 
polystyrene.

PLASTIC
Clear plastic fl oats were developed in the 
1980s and have become very popular. ! ey are 
consistent in shotting as they’re constructed 
from a man-made material, and they’re also 
unobtrusive. 

OTHER TYPES OF WAGGLER
! ere are several other types of waggler that 
can be used on a variety of venues. Some have 
balsa bodies to add shot-carrying capacity, 
some have long, thin cane stems for added 
sensitivity, some have sight bulbs at the top 
to aid visibility. Whatever your fl oat fi shing 
requirements, you can be confi dent that there’s 
a waggler out there to suit your needs.
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MASTER THE FLOAT

No8

No8

No8

Four locking shot Four locking shot

Four No8s

No10

No10

No8

No8

TYPICAL WAGGLER 
SHOTTING PATTERNS
On the left is a rig with small 
No8 shot equally spaced 
between the fl oat and hook. 
! is provides a natural fall of 
the bait through the entire 
depth of the water and can 
be used for fi sh feeding in all 
layers.

! e rig on the right is more 
for fi sh feeding closer to the 
bottom, with a small ‘bulk’ 
of No8 shot and a couple of 
No10s – called dropper shot 
– below.

TOP TIP  
On fl owing water, try 
undershotting your 
waggler and fi shing 
overdepth. ! e fl oat 
will travel slightly slower 
than the current, the 
buoyancy in the tip 
helping to pull the bait 
along the bottom. It’s a 
great winter tactic. 
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TO ADVERTISE HERE CONTACT 
KAREN BIGGS
01327 315426 OR
07929 007852

If you’re looking for top-quality ! shing tackle at a" ordable prices, 
check out these websites from some of the best companies out there...

MANUFACTURER

TACKLE DEALER

FISHERY

WEBSITE GUIDE
www.coarse! shinganswers.com

www.gardnertackle.co.uk

Gardner has been developing 
advanced carp and coarse 
fi shing equipment since 1980

www.prestoninnovations.com

Manufacturer of high-quality 
match and coarse fi shing 
products.

www.korum.co.uk

Visit this excellent site and 
discover Korum’s wide range of 
innovative fi shing rods, luggage 
and accessories.

www.shimano-eu.com 

State-of-the-art fi shing tackle 
for all anglers, with millions of 
fans and users worldwide.

www.shakespeare-fi shing.co.uk

Manufacturer and distributor 
of great-value fi shing tackle 
suitable for all anglers.

www.middytackle.com

Middy Tackle has been one of 
the UK’s leading coarse fi shing 
brands for many years.

www.carp30plus.com

Manufacturer of top-quality 
fi shing tackle covering carp 
and all specimen disciplines.

www.greysfi shing.com

Fishing-tackle manufacturer of 
quality products suited to all 
anglers.

................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................

BAIT

HOLIDAYS
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WEBSITE GUIDE
www.coarse! shinganswers.com

www.daiwasports.co.uk

Manufacturer of high-quality 
fi shing tackle across all 
disciplines.

www.drennantackle.com

Quality products from one of 
the UK’s longest-established 
tackle companies.

www.billyclarke.co.uk

Established in 1918, Billy Clarke 
Fishing Tackle is a family-owned 
business that prides itself on its 
shop, stock and service.

www.stapeleyangling.co.uk

A huge shop off ering the 
very best in carp, match and 
specimen fi shing kit at very 
competitive prices.

www.tackleup.com

A long-established tackle 
shop, selling a wide range of 
tackle for all disciplines.

www.tackle2u.com

A huge choice of gear at brilliant 
prices with loads to look at on 
the comprehensive website.

www.tacklefanatics.co.uk

A great website where anglers 
can buy, sell or exchange any 
fi shing items.

www.sheltonsfi shing.co.uk

A brilliant website to 
complement a superb tackle 
shop.

www.fi shingtackle2go.co.uk

Some great bargains to be 
had on this easy to navigate 
website, catering for every area 
of fi shing.

www.ultimate-direct.co.uk

A large tackle dealer with an 
extensive product range for all 
types of angler.

www.climaxtackle.com

The Climax website is updated 
daily with the latest deals and 
products from leading brands.

www.nathansofderby.co.uk

Established in 1988, Nathan’s 
has quickly become Derby’s 
Premier Angling Centre.

www.tacklesaver.co.uk

Big-name products at great 
prices with membership 
discounts for even more savings.

www.manorfarmfi shing.co.uk

Online fi shing megastore off ering 
a huge range covering coarse, 
carp, match and fl y tackle.

www.nickstackle.co.uk

Based in Maidstone, Kent this 
long-established shop also 
off ers a fast and reliable online 
shopping service

www.fi shinginthailand.com

Top Cats Fishing Resort off ers 
some of the largest and most 
sought-after freshwater fi sh in 
Thailand.
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LURE is a unique digital magazine dedicated to all things lure 
fi shing, and is COMPLETELY FREE to read. Covering both fresh and 
salt water – learn how to catch more, check out the latest tackle 

and get involved. Read all fi ve issues for free at…

www.lure-mag.com
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Looking for top tackle? We’ve got it covered.

..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................
..............................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................GEAR

01
KORDA
CHOD SAFE & MINI RIG SAFE
Price: £17.99 & 18.99
www.korda.co.uk

Two great new items from carp specialists Korda that will allow you to safely 
store hooklengths and chod rigs.

With a capacity to hold up to 60 rigs at any one time the Rig Safe offers 
vast space for such a compact size, making it perfect for the roving angler 
who wants to move onto fish.

A curved recess allows rigs with a shrink-tube kicker to be stored with 
little to no detriment to the angle of the kicker, keeping the rig in tiptop 
condition ready for action. The Rig Safe comes complete with 30 single pins 
and an added 15 double pins, allowing you to store pre-tied rigs of which 
you haven’t determined the length with ease. A magnetic seal keeps the box 
from opening in transit and, constructed from a highly durable protective 
plastic, your rigs will stay out of harm’s way for a long time to come.  

So we have the Rig Safe but how do you store stiff rigs such as the chod 
section where the curve is that all-important element and you would like 
to keep it primed and ready to rock? The new Chod Safe is the only answer 
and can facilitate up to 28 pre-tied chod rigs and three helicopter leaders. 
Again a strong and durable design means that your rigs stay perfect and 
with 30 pins included each chod will stay firmly in position. There are two 
diameters to incorporate short and long chod rigs with hooks from sizes 4 
to 12. A great little design feature that caught our eye was the extending 
handle, which allows you to steam the chod sections while refraining from 
burning your hands. 

TACKLE - The latest gear in focus
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DRENNAN
VISIBOX
RRP: Small £8.95; large £11.95

•• EVA zip-up box
•• Clear lid
•• Ideal for bait and tackle

FRENZEE
FO1 POLE FLOATS
RRP: £2

•• Diamond shape
•• Medium hollow bristle
•• Spring eye and inline 

02 03 04 05
GARBOLINO
LATERAL CORE POLE 
FLOATS
RRP: £1.99

•• Spring eyes wrapped around     
 bristle base
•• PVC/Rohacel body material
•• Inline core design

03

02

BROWNING
MINI CARP MATCH TOOL 
KIT
RRP: £15.99

• • Compact case
•• Contains all hair-rig tools
•• Hooklength board and pins   
 included

04

05
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06 07 08 09
BAITTECH
PRONATURAL DARK & 
EXTRA GROUNDBAIT
RRP: £3.99 for 1.5kg

•• Dark mix for clear water
•• Extra binding for deep water
•• Perfect on natural waters

MIDDY
XTREME MATCH COOL/
BAITS BAG 20L
RRP: £24.99

•• Hard-wearing
•• Padded and foil lined
•• Keeps bait in fresh condition

GURU
LWGF FEEDER SPECIAL 
HOOKS
RRP: £1.30

•• Medium wire
•• Super-sharp
•• Microbarb feeder hook

08

09

07

TACKLE - The latest gear in focus

PRESTON INNOVATIONS
EVA MEGA MONSTER 
BAIT STATION
RRP: Small £34.99; large £54.99

•• Zip-up bait EVA tray
•• Multi-clip lid
•• Ideal for all bait protection

06
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TESTED
GREYS PRODIGY

CARRYALL AND NET BAG
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TESTED - The latest gear in focus

GREYS PRODIGY 
CARRYALL AND NET BAG
Price: £39.99
www.greysfishing.com

A specialist carryall needs to be rugged, 
comfortable to transport and easy to access, 
and the Carryall and Net Bag from specimen 
anglers’ favourite Greys Prodigy is all three of 
these and more.

! is large, roomy carryall has been designed 
to easily transport a load of gear and one of the 
best things about it is the main compartment. 
It’s large and there aren’t too many small 
pockets. I don’t know about you but I like to 
have a few large pockets rather than tons of 
smaller ones – it just makes it easier to fi nd 
your gear. ! ere’s nothing worse than having to 
open and close pockets to fi nd a crucial item of 
tackle quickly. 

! e mesh pockets on the inside of the 
large compartment give you enough space 
for smaller items and you can see them easily 
because of the design.

! e bottom of the bag is rubberised, 
meaning your kit will stay dry when placed 
on wet ground, and I also like the attachment 
rings on the bag. ! ese allow you to clip on 
whatever extra items you’d like to take with 
you, such as unhooking mats. 

I’ve used the bag on a few recent pike 
fi shing sessions and it feels as though it will 
last a long time – the material is rugged and 
durable. Altogether an excellent carryall and a 
respectable price.

TECHNICAL SPECIFICATIONS 
• Large main tackle storage area with   
 three internal organiser pockets
• Modular with Prodigy Tackle Base   
 Station
• External end pockets, small and   
 medium Klip-Lok Base Boxes
• Open side pocket accepts a keepnet   
 and decent-sized landing net
• Reinforced base made from 
 water-resistant rubberised material
• Padded shoulder strap and neoprene   
 carry handle
• Attachment rings for Prodigy Klip-On   
 unhooking mats
• Weight: 2kg/4.3lb
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/thinkfi shingmagazine

I S S U E  1 0  AVA I L A B L E  N O W F R O M :

MONTHLY
ONLINE VIDEO 
MAGAZINE
FEATURING  
»  70-MINUTE HD VIDEO
»  52-PAGE ONLINE MAGAZINE
»  DETAILED RIG DIAGRAMS
»  IN-DEPTH VENUE GUIDE
»  ESSENTIAL NEW KIT
»  FREE-TO-ENTER COMPETITION
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!
Think Fishing is available 
to buy on a month-by-
month basis, or you can 
make a signifi cant saving 
by subscribing – we’ll even 
send you an e-mail each 
month to let you know your 
new issue is ready to view!
 

PRICES:   1 issue: £2.99   6 issues: £14.95   12 issues: £29.99
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1Slide the rubber stop up 
your braided reel line. 2Follow this with the 

small bead supplied. 3Thread your braid 
through the middle of 

the Dura Bung.

HOW TO… RIG UP YOUR FLOAT SETUP.

4Follow this with 
another rubber stop 

and a bead.
5Finally add the weight 

and tie on the Snap 
Tackle Trace.

6Set the top rubber stop 
slightly overdepth and 

away you go. 

Ed battles a decent-sized 
pike – braid allows him to set 
the hooks and land fish much 
more effectively than mono.

TOP TIP
Ed rests his rods on the fl oor, 
opens the bail arm and clips 
the braid into the line clip on 
the rod. " is stops the wind 

constantly pulling line off  the 
reel, but allows a pike to run 

without resistance.
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1Find the top barbed 
hook on your semi-

barbed snap tackle.
2Hook this into the root 

of the tail to help the 
bait stay on.

3Hook the bottom 
barbed treble into the 

flank of the deadbait.
4Cast it out and catch a 

pike! 

HOW TO… HOOK YOUR DEADBAITS

After placing your baits, 
it’s essential to keep your 
eyes peeled on the water, 
looking for signs of fi sh.
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BAG BAG
UP!
DEDICATED TO IMPROVING
YOUR COMMERCIAL FISHING

It’s here,your one-stop shop to
commercial fishery success.
Whether you’re looking to catch
100lb of carp or beat your mates
in your weekend knock-up we
have all the tips and tactics
you’ll need,given to you by our
team of commercial experts.

CFA EXPERT
Name: Lee Kerry
Hometown: Leeds
Sponsors: Preston Innovations,Sonubaits

Who's inside!
LEE KERRY

ADAM ROONEY

TONY CURD

JAMIE HUGHES

STEVE RINGER
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HOW DO
I CATCH
WINTER
SILVERS?

Commercial silver-fish matches
are rising in popularity,with
anglers searching for plenty
of winter bites.Lee Kerry is a
master of these venues and

shares his secrets for success.

p062-66_cfa_02_Kerry Solves It.indd   2p062-66_cfa_02_Kerry Solves It.indd 2 17/12/2015   16:4017/12/2015 16:40



64 coarsefishinganswers.com

BAG UP!BAG UP!

C
ommercial fisheries have long
been well populated with all
sorts of silver fish. It was always a
mystery to me, however, that only
a handful of match anglers out

there really were taking advantage of this sort
of fishing.

In recent times, however, that seems to have
changed. Maybe anglers have become bored
with staring at a tip for five hours, or walking
about while waiting for three bites. I know that
that sort of match fishing doesn’t really excite
me, but when the float is going under and
there is something to work at, especially on
cold winter days, then this is something I really
want to get out of bed for.

I think the first topic to cover is carp! Strange
when we are talking about silver-fish angling,
but many lakes still harbour stocks of carp that
can really upset the silver-fish angler’s rhythm.
This, unfortunately, comes with the territory;
well-stocked lakes will always have carp, so
generally I look towards December, January
and February for this type of fishing.This is
because often the carp will then be balled up
in the middle of the lake and not cause many
problems.

This season I have fished some silver-fish
matches in November, and although the
fishing can be superb, carp can often spoil
the party. It is amazing, however, what you can
land on light tackle – maybe something to
think about on my next carp fishing trip! The
bottom line is, you just have to deal with these
interruptions and keep your focus, maybe
moving lines, changing the feed pattern or
actually feeding a carp line to keep them out
of the way.

Now that we know carp can play a part in
your day, the next logical step is to talk about
feeding. For the purpose of this piece I am
going to assume pellets are banned. Most
silver-fish matches don’t allow pellets, but
there are of course some that do, and where
allowed they must be considered as skimmers
in particular love them.

My standard baits for silver matches revolve
around natural baits such as maggots,
worms, pinkies, casters and, where allowed,
bloodworm and joker.

The first job is to try and work out
combinations of these baits that work –
consider which species to target, and where!
Clarify this and you can start to decide which
baits to use. My general rule is to target roach
up to 10 to 11 metres, then skimmers and other
bonus fish at longer lengths.This is of course
just a general rule, as every venue is different,
and your best roach line may have to be at 14
metres.

One of the most important things to
consider is your target weight. Winter matches
don’t always mean low weights, and I can
rarely think of a commercial silver-fish match

where I needed less than 15lb to 30lb to win,
so targeting roach on a long pole means they
would have to be coming thick and fast to
achieve that. As I said before, don’t rule it out,
but on any new venue I always look to keep
roach short and skimmers long if possible.

Commercial roach are no different to those
found in rivers or lakes.They are shoal fish, and
feed with the most confidence when the shoal
is together. With this in mind I first of all think
about where to target them. My first thought
is distance.Thinking back to my comments
about keeping the fish together in a shoal,
it is no good fishing on a top kit where the
shoal is likely to feel uncomfortable and easily
disturbed. Winter lakes often lose their usual
murky water, and in order to get a shoal of fish
feeding confidently I generally don’t come
closer than five metres.

The next consideration is depth. If at five
metres you have four feet, but at eight metres
you have eight feet, then I can assure you
the fish will feel much more comfortable, and
be easier to catch in the deeper eight feet.
I always like to carefully plumb around, then
carefully think about where the fish are likely to
feel most comfortable on the day.

Today I am fishing at Barston Lakes, where
the depth is around one metre on a top five,
but the same all the way out to 16 metres.
Again I want the roach to feed confidently,
so rather than five metres, I have settled
on 10 metres.This extra distance
should give the fish a chance to
settle and not be disturbed
by any of my bankside
actions.

It is important to
remember that this
line will be one of your
main targets throughout
the day, so the extra
distance and confident
shoal will allow you to take
fish from this area all day. A
5m line may be good for the first
45 minutes, but could leave you
biteless once the roach vanish to

safer areas.
Once you have decided where to fish,

the next consideration is bait. If I could only
take one bait for commercial silvers it would
be casters.The mighty shell accounts for a
variety of species, but roach in particular are
suckers for them. On natural venues, casters
are often seen as a bait for bonus fish, but
often commercial fisheries are full of better
stamp roach, as well as perch, skimmers,
tench and more, so casters allow you to
target these, without so much attention from
small fish.This is an important step towards
being competitive on commercials; targeting
the better fish is nearly always required to
win, even if that means roach of 4oz rather
than 1oz.These fish are fed all year round on
anything from maggots to boilies, so with all
this food going in there are always better fish
to be had; the key is finding out how to catch
them.

This is why casters play such an important
role in my approach, not only as a hook bait,
but also as feed.The best days always seem to
be when they can be fed by hand, but again
this isn’t always possible, certainly not at 10
metres.The reason I think feeding by hand
works so well is that we often feed once a
fish is hooked.This gives the fish a chance to
follow the casters down to the bottom, and be
settled by the time we ship out again.This is
much more difficult with a catapult, but where
possible this is my favoured feed.

Where bloodworm and joker is allowed,
that doesn’t spell the end for the caster,
though, far from it. But instead of
loose feeding, I have had far
greater success mixing
the casters in with my
groundbait, soil and
joker. In winter,

Sweet or
fishmeal?
Why not
combine
the two?

Lee often
uses a double
or even triple
bush system.
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I am convinced the best way to catch better
fish is on the bottom. So my theory is that the
joker draws the fish to the bottom to feed,
where there is also a bed of casters mixed in
waiting for those better fish.

The other thing to consider is that although
this shorter line is designed to primarily target
roach, doing so with a bait such as casters
also gives the chance of bonus fish. Big perch,
tench, crucians and bream all love casters,
and are no strangers to a short line in the
summer months, so by making a positive bait
choice you also increase your chances of
those match-winning fish.

Rigs for this line are, as always, kept nice
and simple. I often hear people talking about
strung-out rigs for this approach, and I can’t
deny that they always play a part in my

approach.The difference with mine are that
I don’t like the rig taking a long time to settle.
It is true you can catch fish on the drop, but
for me the biggest fish always come on the
bottom, and the purpose of the lighter strung-
out rig is to create a steady fall in the final
third.This way you do get an odd fish on the
drop, but often just after the rig settles, which
makes me believe the bigger fish watch it

settle on the bottom before taking it.
I also like this rig because it allows me to

fish light. I won’t hesitate to fish 4x12 in six feet
of water.This can become a real advantage,
as the bites in wintertime tend to be incredibly
delicate. It is my belief that the fish suck the
bait in without moving away, which results in
tiny indications on the float.These are often
big roach, so the light float helps show this up.

A fine
groundbait

mix is
essential.
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Be careful, however, not to drop the shot down
too small. I tend to use No10s, again because
I want to help exaggerate the movement on
the tip.

My other rig is much more positive.
Sometimes there are too many small roach in
the upper layers, and the strung-out rig just
can’t get through.This is when I set up my
favourite bulk and two droppers, but again I
keep the float as light as possible, say 0.5g in
six feet of water as an example.The bulk will
ensure the bait gets though to the bottom,
but once there the light nature of the float
certainly leads to more delicate bites showing
up and big roach finding the net.

The other major consideration with rigs has
to be lines and hooks. Just because you are
on a commercial doesn’t mean you need
big lines and hooks.You are very unlucky if
anything that counts is going to run off and
break you, so with that in mind I tend to fish
0.08mm on my lighter rigs, and a maximum of
0.10mm on my bagging rigs. Even then, these
are rarely required.

These light lines go hand in hand with
balanced hooks and elastic. I only use one
hook for my commercial silver-fish work, a PR
412.These hooks are light, but the rounded
bend at the bottom seems to stay strong and
doesn’t flex.This is crucial as I will be swinging
in roach all the time on a barbless hook, so
any movement in the hook results in the fish
dropping off. They also seem to get a great
hook-hold, so bigger bream, F1s or tench stay
put.

Light elastics also play a crucial role. I see
people fishing for silvers on commercials
with thick hollow elastics! You would never
consider this on your local canal or river, so
adapt. Single 4, 5 or 6 Original Slip elastic are
my bankers, and if in doubt I always choose
the lighter option; this leads to fewer bumped
fish and doesn’t drag fish to the top to splash
around everywhere, disturbing the shoal.

With your now ‘banker’ short approach
sorted, the next consideration is the longer
line. For me, the longer line for commercial
silver fish is all about bonus fish.These are
bream, skimmers, and tench and, although
the shorter line can throw these up, I look to
specifically target them further out, away from
the commotion caused by shoals of roach.

With this in mind I don’t want to attract
roach to this longer line, so my first thoughts
are to fishmeal groundbaits.These are proven
big-fish catchers, and my favourite in winter is
F1 Green.This dark-green mix works brilliantly
for bream in particular, but all manner of fish
will sit over it.

I have experimented for years with different
ways of feeding fishmeal groundbaits, but my
standout approach has been to mix them with
a little leam. First of all I overwet the F1 Green,
ensuring all the particles are fully saturated.

Once the water has been absorbed I add
about a third of leam to the mix, which serves
two purposes for me. First of all the weight.
Pellet-based mixes can be very light, so the
leam ensures I know exactly where the bait
has gone in, straight down to the bottom.
Secondly, the leam has no food value, so the
fish are searching through it all the time for
a meal. Whatever the true reasons, I know it
works, and is something I would not be without
when targeting commercial silvers.

It is then important to consider what you
feed on this line.You are purely targeting better
fish, so baits such as corn, worms and dead
maggots are my base. Even where allowed
I don’t always think bloodworm and joker is
the right thing to use, as I have usually fed
this on the shorter line, and the longer line is
purely for bonus fish. Of course, there are times
when joker scores well for bonus fish too, but
on venues full of silvers I much prefer to use

bigger baits on this longer line.
Rigs for this are again very simple.The

strung-out rig plays no part, but again
balanced tackle and a float that takes a bulk
and two droppers give a neat presentation,
yet show up those delicate bites.Tench in
particular can barely move the float!

Today’s session on Barston’s fabulous Big
Lake has proved once again the quality
of silver-fish angling there is to be had on
commercial venues.The weather has been
absolutely freezing, to the point where I was
thinking we may struggle for bites. In four
hours, though, I have put together 35lb of
silvers, including roach, perch and skimmers.
There were loads of little tweaks and
adjustments I had to make during the day to
stay in touch with the fish, with casters on the
hook giving me a great run later in the session
and showing why this sort of fishing is now so
popular, especially in the colder months!

A 35lb net
of silvers...
great sport
in anyone’s

book.

A hollow-
tipped float

is ideal
for fishing
overdepth.
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CFA EXPERT
Name: Adam Rooney
Lives: Essex
Sponsors: Daiwa, Guru, Dynamite

BAG UP!BAG UP!

The pellet 
feeder is the 
ideal winter 
approach.
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Adam Rooney is a master at winkling out a few fi sh in 
rock-hard winter conditions. He shows you how a simple 
feeder and a bit of patience can transform your results.

W
e all know that in the winter 
months, being careful with your 
feed is a must. The Method 
feeder is still a deadly fi sh 
catcher but it can become all 

too easy to overfeed your swim. The baits that 
are used nowadays are very powerful and 
there is simply no need to feed lots of bait. In 
fact, feeding large amounts of bait can be the 
kiss of death. 

What you still need, though, is the accuracy 
and hooking potential of the Method, with a 
way of regulating your feed. The pellet feeder 
is the ideal option. A small Guru version holds 
a perfect amount of feed and is the ideal 
Method alternative throughout winter. 

WHAT PELLETS?
Not surprisingly, pellets are the number-one 
feed for the pellet feeder. Some anglers put 
other baits through the feeder, and with some 
success I might add, but for me pellets are 
best. 

I like to use a mixture of two types of pellets; 
this changes how the pellets break down 
but also produces a lovely fi sh-attracting 
mix. The fi rst pellets are 2mm Dynamite XLs. 
Once soaked these are quite sticky and bind 
together brilliantly. The addition of 1mm Swim 
Stim pellets ensures that the pellet mix breaks 
down quickly. I can squeeze the pellets into 
the feeder fairly fi rmly, but because of the mix 
of the two pellets they will ‘pour’ out of the front 
of the feeder. 

HOOK BAITS 
What hook bait to use is pretty much 
a personal thing. I carry plenty of 
options at this time of the year, 
when every bite is like a victory, 
as a simple change of hook 
bait could get you that 
extra bite or two.

Hard pellets are 
without doubt the 
mainstay of pellet-
feeder fi shing. They 
are durable and user 
friendly but, more 

THE 
WINTER 

TRAP

importantly, the fi sh adore them. I will always 
try to catch on a hard pellet and opt for both 
4mm and 6mm versions. 

Soft expanders are also well worth a try and 
are particularly effective for skimmers and 
bream. When using expanders you need a 
quality pellet – something like the Dynamite 
Pro-X Expanders. These are very dense and will 
not split when mounted on a hair rig. A single 
6mm expander is a banker while two 4mms is 
also worth a try. 

When the weather goes really cold there is 
one hook bait that I wouldn’t be without and 
that is punched bread. I use medium-sliced 
Warburtons bread and compress the slices by 
sitting on them. It is then a case of punching 
two or three 8mm discs out and mounting 
them on a hair rig. These are secured in place 
by using a Guru Speedstop. This compacted 
piece of bread will stay on the hair well, but 
importantly it takes on water and softens up. 
This can easily be slurped up by a lethargic 
winter fi sh. 

Just like when Method-feeder fi shing, a 
bright, hi-viz boilie can be a fantastic fi sh 
catcher. I like to use pink boilies; these 
are actually white 8mm 
boilies that I have 
soaked in Squid 
Kiana Carp 
Goo. 

This potent liquid eats into the boilies and dyes 
them throughout. The speci carp anglers swear 
by these hook baits and they have been very 
reliable for me. 

The last hook bait that I consider is double 
dead maggot. This bait will always get you a 
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2Carefully push out the 
three pieces… 3… and, using a Speed 

Stop, mount the bread 
on to the hair.

1Start by punching 
out three discs of 

compressed bread.

5Pop the hook bait, in this 
case bread, on top. 6Add a fi nal layer of 

pellets and give the 
whole thing a squeeze.

4Press enough pellets 
into the feeder to fi ll it, 

and compress.

HOW TO LOAD THE FEEDERbite, and skimmers and bream in particular will 
always accept dead maggots. 

TACKLE CHOICES
The pellet feeder requires simple and reliable 
tackle. The feeder itself is a 24g Guru Pellet 
Feeder and I use the X-Safe elastic system 
where allowed as I believe an elasticated 
feeder is a big advantage. The main line on 
the reel is 6lb Drag Line – a no-fuss mono that 
will not let you down. 

Scaling down your hooklengths will be a big 
help in the cold weather. In summer I may use 
0.19mm but now I will use 0.15mm; I’m sure the 
extra suppleness gets you more bites in the 
long run. To this is tied one of the new Super 
MWG hooks. This is an updated version of the 
hugely popular MWG pattern, but it has been 
produced using the same technology as the 
famous QM1 pattern. This produces a hook 
that is superb quality and absolutely razor 
sharp! 

The beauty of this system is I can have 
several feeders ready to go on my side tray, 
with different hooklengths and different hook 
baits. Each hooklength will have a different 
mounting device so some will feature bait 
bands, some bayonets or Speed Stops and 
fi nally just bare hooks. This means that no 
matter what hook bait I choose, I will always 
be able to present it perfectly. 

My rod and reel combo is my ever-faithful 
Daiwa Tournament Pro 10/11 with a 3000 
Daiwa Caldia reel – the ideal combination for 
short to mid-range commercial work. 

THE GROUNDBAIT TRICK
It may be called the pellet feeder but there 
is also a time and a place for packing it 
with groundbait. Today is brutally cold and 
skimmers seem to be the only willing feeders. 
I know from past experience that groundbait 
and dead maggots is brilliant for skimmers so 
it is well worth a try. 

I have fi shed for well over two hours with 
pellets in the feeder and things have started 
to happen. However, a quick change to the 
groundbait and maggot combo has seen 

me get an instant bite from a quality fi sh. 
Sometimes, something different can get you a 
bite, and while it is not the answer to a massive 
bag of fi sh, on a tricky winter’s day this little 
trick may help you on your way.

The groundbait I use in the feeder is 
Dynamite Swim Stim Milled Expander. This 
is a super-fi ne mix that works well in winter. 
Because it is ground expander pellets, it is far 
less potent than a typical fi shmeal groundbait 
– ideal for cold conditions. 

STAY WARM, STAY FOCUSED
Winter fi shing can be a waiting game. Bites 
may come in little runs throughout the day 
and, unless you draw on a pile of fi sh, you 
are going to have to be patient. This is where 
kitting yourself out with the right clothing is an 
absolute must. Some decent waterproofs and 
a good fl eece or windstopper will keep you 
warm while a woolly hat will prevent heat loss. 

A fl ask of tea or soup can make your day 
that bit more bearable and I wouldn’t go 
fi shing without it! Both these points may seem 
obvious but it is surprising how many people 
don’t give this area enough thought – it can 
be just as important as the fi shing itself!

KEEP THE FAITH
As I mentioned in the last point, bites could be 
at a premium and you may go two or three 
hours without a sign – especially on big waters 
such as Barston Lakes, where we are today. This 
is when you need to realise that the setup and 
bait choices are perfect and it is a case of 
waiting for the fi sh to feed.

Today the fi rst two hours have seen me with 
very little to show for my efforts, and during 
a match I may be tempted to switch to the 
pole, but I just have this gut feeling that by 
remaining confi dent it is going to come good. 

This skimmer 
couldn’t resist 
double dead 

maggot.
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Staying 
warm will 
really help 

in the 
winter.

Various 
hook baits 
are tried.

Bream and 
skimmers 

are reliable 
targets in 
the cold.
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FISH IT!
Barston Lakes, 

Marsh House Farm Lane
Barston, Solihull

West Midlands B92 0LB
T: 01675 444890

BAG UP!BAG UP!
By ringing the changes with the hook baits, I 

have started to catch skimmers well and catch 
them steadily until the end of the session. It is 
obvious, though, that I can’t just keep chucking 
with the same old hook bait, switching them 
around is defi nitely getting me extra bites. 

The two standouts today are maggots and 
bread. I think this is because they are the most 
palatable baits on my side tray. 

This fi nal spurt of action sees me put together 
a tidy winter skimmer net approaching the 30lb 
mark. Given how hard the fi shing has been I 
am over the moon with such a result and it just 
shows how effective the pellet feeder can be. 

The Super 
MWG hook 
is superb.

They were hard 
to come by, 

but Adam was 
rewarded with this 

stunning net of 
skimmers.
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RRP £329.99
NOW £259.99

ONBOX LIMITED EDITION SEATBOX
• Padded seat cushion
• Deep side drawer unit
• Double winder tray unit
• Deep base
• Footplate with telescopic legs
• Detachable Shoulder Strap

ONBOX 360 SEATBOX

RRP £229.99
NOW £206.99

The “revolutionary” new hybrid seatbox 
- the OnBox 360, is a new fishing 
station featuring a fully 360 degree 
rotating seat with cushioned backrest, 
a wide footprint, extending leg system, 
and an integral EVA side tray as 
standard.

SPACE STATION COMPACT

RRP £399.99 WAS £359.99
NOW £279.99

The Space Station Compact has 
been developed to offer all the 
benefits of other Space Stations 
but with a more compact frame 
system to make transportation 
easier. It also features a removable 
foot plate which is adjustable on 
the leg system to allow the angler to 
adjust the footplate to suit their most 
comfortable fishing position.

ABSOLUTE COMPACT SEATBOX

WAS £499.99
NOW £349.99

Absolute COMPACT The Absolute 
Compact hosts all of the features of 
the Absolute Station but is suited to the 
angler that prefers to travel a little lighter. 
The clever central mounted frame allows 
you to integrate all Absolute units whilst 
maintaining a more condensed overall 
size with independent height adjustment. 
Perfect for anglers who want uncompromis-
ing performance when tackling the steepest 
riverbanks or the narrowest canal towpaths. 

+FREE FEEDER ARM

TDZR5 16M

RRP £1350.00
NOW £899.99

4 x Match Kits
4 x Pre Bore Power Kits
1 x Cupping Kit
1 x Reversable Mini Ext
Pole Holdall & Tubes

Guaranteed 
Stock!

RRP £299.99 WAS £249.99
NOW £139.99

BLACK MAGIC 
POWER STAR 11M

1 x Match Kit
1 x Power Kit
1 x Reversable pole Protector
1140g @ 11m 

CLEARANCE

CLEARANCE

CLEARANCE

TKS POWER CARP 2

1 x Match Kit Fitted, 3 x Pre Bushed Power Kits
1 x Mini Ext, Pole Holdall

• Interchanges with TKS 701/801/901.
• High Modulus Carbon.
• Anti-Friction Finish.
• Section Alignment System.
• Supplied with Deluxe Holdall .
• 12 month warranty.
• Elastic Rating 20.

RRP £549.99 WAS £499.99
NOW £299.99

ENIGMA 301 SERIES 16M

RRP £1599.99
NOW £699.99

At 11m the Enigma 301 Carp Pole weighs 
just 565g and at 13m an unbelievable 825g. 
Ideal for commercials housing 12/20+ elastics 
with ‘Power Play’ kits in place, but equally 
at home on rivers, lakes and canals. A true all 
rounder in every sense. Supplied with 5x Power-
play kits with slot mini extension 1 x cupping kit 

Huge Saving!

         FEEDER CHAIR 
+ FREE CLAMP ON SIDE TRAY

RRP £169.98 
NOW £99.99

A lightweight and practical chair for feeder and stationary fishing. 
The sturdy backrest with adjustable inclination ensures optimal 
seating comfort. Each of the four telescopic feet (25mm Dia) can be 
adjusted in height. The seat is very comfortably upholstered. 
There is a shallow fold-out storage compartment underneath the 
seat. The feeder chair comes with a fabric case. 

RRP £122.98
NOW £74.99

WATERLINE TAKTIX KARMA CHAIR 
+ FREE CLAMP ON SIDE TRAY
550mm adjustable legs create a high seating position 
giving a more natural seatbox like posture. Unlike most 
chair positions, it sits higher from the ground allowing 
less able people more mobility on the bank.

4 x EXTRA 
ELASTICATED 
SIDE POLLER 
KITS WORTH 
£319.96
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LIQUIDISED 
BREADEXPLAINED

BAG UP!BAG UP!

Bread is still one of the top all-round baits, especially at 
this time of year, plus it’s cheap! Liquidise it and you can 

take venues apart, and here’s how.

B
read catches almost every 
commercial species, from carp 
off the top to small roach and 
skimmers. This is the time of year 
when it comes into its own on clear-

water venues, when mashed bread and 

flake can score heavily. However, too much 
lumpy mash can overfeed and this is where 
liquidised bread comes into its own. 

A small squeeze of feed will put plenty of 
taste into the water, but the fine particles are 
spread over such a large area that it won’t 

overfeed the smallest fish. 
Prepared properly a few slices can last all 

day when fished in conjunction with punch 
or a small piece of flake on the hook. Here’s 
Coarse Fishing Answers’ guide to making the 
perfect liquidised bread.
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LIQUIDISED BREAD EXPLAINED

1Cut the crusts off several slices of a 
‘stay fresh’ white loaf.

4Tap the side of the jug to encourage 
the bread to fall on the blades.

7If prepared well in advance, pop the 
feed in a bag and into the freezer. 8Once defrosted, run the crumb 

through the pinkie riddle once more. 9This creates an even fi ner feed that’s 
ideal for shallow venues like canals.

5When you have processed enough 
bread, sieve it through a pinkie riddle. 6This will give a fi ne riddled crumb that 

can be used straightaway.

2Tear off strips of the bread and place 
into an old liquidiser. 3Give the bread a good blast for 

between 20 and 30 seconds.
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Your commercial queries answered by Mark Pollard.

Q

COMMERCIAL
CLINIC+

I’ve just bought
my first-ever

pole and I’m trying
to learn as much as I
can about how to fish
with it and also look
after it. Can you tell
me what a skid bung
is and why would I
need to use one?

Alan Bourne,
Manchester

Mark says: For me
a skid bung is a
must when fishing
and I wouldn’t be
without mine. Not
only does it protect
the pole section
that it’s inserted into
but it also helps to
guide it through any
undergrowth when
you are shipping your
pole backwards.

Skid bungs insert
into the end of your
pole section, but
they don’t affect
the sections mating
together if you have
to add another one
while playing a fish
or going a little bit
further out over
your swim. Usually,
though, they fit into
the inside of the last
section of pole being
used and protect
it against the bank
behind you.

The most important
part of the bung is
that with it being
slightly pointed it
will push back over
anything in the
way when you are
shipping back with a
fish on, giving a more
gentle glide and fewer
fish are bumped off
as a consequence.

wwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwwweeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrrr
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COMMERCIAL CLINIC

I’m after a good groundbait for
targeting roach on my commercial

but want to try and avoid the carp as
much as I can. Any recommendations,
and what specifically should I be
looking for in this type of feed for the
species?

Sean Rankin, Bath

Mark says: On any commercial
fishery, if you’re targeting roach the
groundbait mix you go for must not
contain any fishmeal because this will
definitely attract the carp into your
swim. Ideally, you need a groundbait
that is hemp based, and the darker
the better.

Although I’m sponsored by Dynamite
my suggestion for a very good mix for
this situation is the following:
• 1 bag of Frenzied Hemp Match Black
• ½ bag Silver-X Natural Roach
• 1⁄3 bag brown crumb

Mix this together dry then add
water to form a damp mix, leave to
stand for 10 minutes and then riddle
it. You now have a very good mix for
roach, not only on a commercial but
on any roach water.

Q

I like to feeder fish for carp but never use the line clip because I’m worried
about losing fish if they run hard and I can’t get the line off. My accuracy

is definitely suffering because of it, though, so I was wondering if there was a
way of still using the clip and still being confident of not losing bigger fish.

Jeremy Lewis, York

Mark says: Using the line clip is a must for feeder fishing, especially if
you’re using the Method against an island. So long as you have the correct
hooklength on you should not get broken if you have a few turns of line on the
spool past the point where it’s clipped up.

To achieve this you must cast to your marker on the bank or island but
instead of pointing the rod at where you want your feeder to land, hold it up
in the air. This angle will mean you can then wind a few more turns of line on
to the spool when you lower the rod down to fish. When a fish is hooked it
can only run along the island, and if it takes line you then have a buffer on the
spool for it to take.

Q
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QQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQQ There are lots of types of
pole pots on the market,

with specific potting kits and
those that clip on to your top
kit. I fish on a bit of a budget
so do I need a selection or is
there one type and size that
will cover most situations?

Randal Hopkins, Towcester

Mark says: There are numerous
pots on the market but
they do all serve the same
purpose. My advice is you
must have a cupping kit. This
allows you to feed larger

amounts of bait in one go
as opposed to a small pot
because that would take
forever. You would then need
one set of small pots and
there are two I have in mind.

Matrix produces a pot with
a three-way diameter on the
bottom and you could buy a
set of these, or Frenzee makes
pots that squeeze on to most
pole diameters. Whichever you
go for you don’t have to spend
loads on different pots, just
one cupping kit and a couple
of smaller pots.

I know a lot of anglers fish the
bomb in winter but in what

circumstances would you fish it in the
warmer months?

Mathew Bolton, via e-mail

Mark says: Fishing the bomb in the
summer months can be a devastating
method, Mathew. It’s best used for
fishing hair-rigged or banded pellets and
I would use it in open water for fishing
below a pellet-waggler swim and as a
rule I’ll always fish the straight lead in
combination with this. I’ve had my best
results fishing the straight lead while
loose feeding pellets over it, but always
in open water.

On some occasions I have fished it
with hair-rigged corn as a change bait
from the pellet, which is worth a go.

Q

BAG UP!BAG UP!
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CFA EXPERT
Name: Tony Curd
Hometown: London
Sponsors: Map, Bait-Tech

BAG UP!BAG UP!

Cheap and 
cheerful, and it’ll 
catch more than 
most expensive 

baits!
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TONY CURD

H
ighly visible, extremely soft and 
effortless to eat – bread is an almost 
unbeatable bait to use when the 
going gets tough, but is there more to 
it than fi shing just a single hook bait in 

search of groups of wary carp? 
For my pole fi shing on commercials bread 

serves two main purposes – one conventional, 
one extremely different to the norm – but what is 
for certain they are both highly successful and 
simply cannot be ignored! 

The fi rst and most common use for bread is 
what is affectionately known by most anglers as 
‘dobbing’. This basically involves the simple art 
of suspending a piece of bread off the bottom 
and searching around any features such as 
islands, far banks, dying lily beds or shallow bars 
and other potential fi sh-holding areas in order 
to fi nd little groups of carp that are holding up 
and are not particularly interested in feeding 
on any amount of bait, but will readily accept a 
nice soft piece of bread placed in front of them. 
Once you fi nd one fi sh it’s always worth dropping 
in the same place again as a bite often follows 
straightaway, so tightly shoaled are the fi sh in the 
colder months. 

How far off the bottom should you fi sh? This is 
a confusing decision for many anglers and the 
best ‘go anywhere’ solution I have found as a 
starting point is to simply plumb the rig to dead 
depth and then reduce the depth by six to eight 
inches; this has proved successful on most of the 
venues that I have fi shed and gives me a great 
indicator as to whether I need to shallow up or 
indeed go a little nearer the bottom. 

The nature of fi shing at this depth, though, 
says to me that dropping it in any given area the 
bait will be near enough in the eye line of the 

Over the past few years one of the all-time classic baits 
– the humble slice of bread – has come to the fore 

when targeting winter commercials. Match ace Tony 
Curd shows us how to take your local fi shery apart on 

this cheap but effective bait. 

HHOW DO I GET THE OW DO I GET THE 
BEST FROM BREAD?BEST FROM BREAD?

fi sh. This is key to getting bites from dormant carp 
that aren’t interested in feeding.

Rigs for bread dobbing are anything but 
complicated; however, you need to follow a 
couple of key requirements. The fi rst thing you 
need to consider is your fl oat choice. Unlike 
most baits bread will expand in the water and 
become heavy, so having a fl oat that is able 
to suspend the bait once expanded is an 
important consideration. My fl oat choice is a 
MAP ISF2 in size 4x12; this, when shotted with fi ve 
No10s, is one shot less than you’d put on if you 
were fi shing pellets, but once the bread 
expands it will show the fl oat dotted 
down as if you’d added the last shot, 
which is spot on for this style. 

The shotting arrangement is also key: the 
nature of dobbing is for the fi sh to see a 
free-falling single bait, so spread-out shotting 
arrangements are best for this method with 
shot every two to three inches, with the last 
around six inches from the hook. In winter there 
is little point fi shing with heavy lines – this will 
only make the bait look unnatural – so I go for 
a nice light 0.15mm MAP Optex main line to a 

0.12mm hooklength of the 
same. When dobbing 

you’re looking at using 
hook baits of between 
7mm and 12mm sizes 
so a size 16 hook 
for smaller sized 

Master bread 
and you’ll 

be catching 
these all day.
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punches and a 14 for really big pieces are best – 
the ever-faithful B911 pattern fi ts the bill perfectly.  

As you’re fi shing for small groups of tightly 
shoaled fi sh, the importance of minimising 
disturbance once a fi sh is hooked has never 
been more important to getting more bites 
from the same area; for this reason your elastic 
choice needs to be for something soft and 
forgiving, and my number-one choice is a 6-10 
White MAP TKS Twin Core, which is perfect for 
landing winter carp of any size. 

The second method involving bread that I 
employ during the winter months is somewhat 
unconventional but simply devastating on 
waters where F1s and carp dominate in deeper 
water. I have a little theory that these species, in 
the winter, feel compelled to visit small amounts 
of bait but, due to the hard complexion of pellets 
even once soaked, hardly eat any of them. 

While expander pellets will get bites, I have 
found over a number of years that when fi sh 
are hard to come by on pellets, fi shing a 6mm 
punched piece of bread over the top of pellet 
feed, as if you were fi shing pellets, is without a 

doubt a faster and more readily accepted hook 
bait for getting bites. 

The middle area on commercial lakes is often 
the deepest pole line on offer and for the feature 
I found a 6.5ft depth at 10 metres – perfect for 
this approach! Fish will always live in the deep 
water in the winter months so it’s a great place 
to target, but very rarely do they get fi shed for 
with bread, with many anglers using the bait 
exclusively for dobbing around features.  

My rigs for fi shing bread on the deck are 
essentially the same as pellet rigs: the fl oat is a 
4x16 MAP WD1 shotted with a bulk of fi ve No8 
shot and three No10 droppers with the last 
sitting just fi ve inches from the hook, which will 
show any lifts and magnify positive indications. 
Again 0.15mm main line but this time a slightly 
lighter 0.10mm MAP Power Optex hooklength is 
perfect; I prefer a slightly lighter hooklength for 
fi shing on the bottom as F1s are more of a viable 
target and a lighter line defi nitely gets more bites 
over the course of a day. 

As I fi sh slightly smaller 6mm pieces of bread 
over 4mm feed pellets on these deep lines 
I’m able to fi sh a smaller hook, with a size 18 
B911 being perfect for the job. The rig is fi shed 
essentially the same as you would when fi shing 

expander pellets, plumbed to dead depth, then 
lifted and dropped to entice bites from these 
ultra-wary fi sh. This is a deadly match tactic that I 
have kept quiet for a number of years, and while 
those sat either side of you cannot buy a bite 
you’re able to make their minds boggle as you 
glide another 2lb F1 over the net! 

Bread preparation is also an important thing 
to get right when fi shing with these two methods, 
and this is best done the night before fi shing. First 
off the actual bread product you use needs to 
be right, and the best out there without a doubt 
is good old Warburtons Toastie. This is thick-cut 
bread that lends itself to fi shing very well. 

As you’re fi shing bread at a fi xed depth, the 
best procedure is to roll the bread; to do this 
simply take a couple of slices, cut the crusts 
off then with a rolling pin roll them fl at so the 
bread is compressed, then the nature of the 
bread means this will cut nicely with a brass-
headed punch. It’s best to cut these slices in 
half as you’ll then have several smaller pieces of 
bread, ensuring that you have plenty of pieces 
in case it dries out, or gets wet etc. Store them in 
a plastic bag throughout the day, removing one 
piece at a time and you’ll have quality bait all 
day long! 

2Tie an overhand knot in 
your elastic. 3Attach your rig behind 

the knot and pull your 
bead over.

1Slide a MAP Side Puller 
bead onto your elastic 

with a baiting needle.

TONY’S POLE RIGGING TOP TIP

Rub it into the 
bread to give 
you a colour 

and smell 
advantage!

Add Predator 
Plus liquid to 
a rolled slice 

of bread.
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On the subject of punches it’s good to have 
a wide range of sizes, anything from 4mm up to 
12mm has its place at times; to punch the bread 
I use a bait-box lid that I sit the piece of bread in 
to punch it, but any solid fl at base will do. 

I have always been an angler that likes to 
gain an edge over others in matches and with 
everyone fi shing plain bread it can be diffi cult 
to gain that all-important edge! Over the past 
two winters I have had a lot of success with 
fl avouring and colouring bread, and have 
whittled it down to two favourites. The fi rst is 
fl avoured with a Bait-Tech Sweet Coconut 
liquid, and is rapidly becoming my number-
one dobbing bait. The liquid, which is white in 

make-up, leaks from the punch as it expands in 
the water leaving a little white halo around your 
hook bait, which I feel makes it irresistible to any 
fi sh that may be nearby. The fl avour lends itself 
perfectly to winter styles too, being extremely 
sweet and coming away from fi shmeal-type 
fl avours that are better in warmer water. 

The second variation on breadpunch is 
coloured bread, and I have tried several different 
colours but have settled on red as the best 
bet – excellent for dobbing in clear water and 
alternatively fi shed over pellets as change bait. 
This is made using Bait-Tech’s Predator Plus liquid.

 To make my fl avoured and coloured breads 
it couldn’t be any simpler: roll a slice of bread 

Keep it simple 
– only two fl oat 

patterns are 
needed.

Flavoured 
bread often 
gives Tony 
the edge.
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as before then add a small amount of the liquid 
onto the piece of bread, taking a small piece of 
kitchen towel to spread the liquid evenly across 
the slice. Less is more and you need to avoid 
making the bread wet – essentially you’re just 
covering the surface layer; turn over and repeat 
on the other side, leaving to soak for 20 minutes. 
All that remains to do then is cut the slice in half, 

the fore in the cold. Following several frosts it was 
going to be prime bread time and I started off 
my session by dobbing a 7mm punch down the 
middle of the lake where there is a sunken bar, 
a nice dying lily bed and also a steel pole, all of 
which could hold fi sh! 

Soon I had my fi rst bite, which was a lovely 
little winter common of 5lb or so, wearing his 
winter colours. Dropping back into the same 
spot this was followed by four more quick fi sh of 
a smaller stamp before I needed to search out 
fi sh from a new area. By simply giving it two or 
three minutes in a spot I was able to search my 
whole peg, picking a fi sh up here and there. 

Feeling as though I’d exhausted the area for 
the time being I dropped in with a 6mm punch 
over a few potted-in 4mm pellets in the deepest 
part of my peg at 10 metres; this proved to be a 
highly productive area and method on the day 
with lots of big F1s up to 4lb showing up along 
with a few bonus carp to 8lb. Changing to the 
red bread when bites ceased gave me those 
vital extra bites, which would matter in a match. 
It was a fantastic session and a realistic test for 
these methods being as cold as it was, ending 
the day with an equal split of F1s and larger 
carp for somewhere in the region of 100lb – it 
doesn’t get a lot better than that on a cold day! 

Bread is a bait that is massively popular 
right now, but it just goes to show that thinking 
outside the box and stepping away from the 
stereotypical ways of using the bait can lead to 
some exceptional sport! 

FISH IT!
Coleman’s Bait & Tackle, 

Little Braxted Lane, Witham, 
Essex CM8 3EX
T: 07760 445600 

E: paulacfi shing@hotmail.co.uk

pop it into a bag and fridge it overnight, and 
by the time you come to fi sh with it you’ll have 
perfectly fl avoured and coloured bread, a great 
edge for any angler to try! 

My session for the feature took place on Wood 
Lake at Coleman’s Cottage Fishery in Essex, a 
fantastic venue and one where bread comes to 

Keep them 
coming 

all day by 
searching out 

fi sh.

This bag goes 
to prove the 

effectiveness of 
bread during 

the winter!

Feeding pellets 
and fi shing 

bread over the 
top is a deadly 

tactic.
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LINGMERE FISHERY 

PELLETS

The pellets sold on site at 

Lingmere are of the Coppens 

variety. When soaked they are 

extremely sticky and take a long 

time to break down. They are 

ideal for distance work or when 

waiting a long time for bites. BAG ‘EM SUPER 
NATURAL PELLETS

Once soaked these pellets will 
go perfectly around a Method 

feeder. The problem is they 
break down quickly. This is ideal 
in summer or when on lots of 

fi sh as the feeder is working as 
soon as it hits the bottom.

THE COMBINATION
To get the perfect mix, Jamie 

blends the two pellets together 
to get the right breakdown 

speeds. The quicker bites are 
coming, the more Bag ‘em 

pellets he adds. But if waiting 
for bites, he will add more fi shery pellets. 

Jamie 
uses three 
different 

pellet mixes. 

CFA EXPERT
Name: Jamie Hughes
Lives: The Wirral
Sponsors: Maver, Bag ‘em
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M
ost of the venues that I fi sh revolve around F1s in 
one way or another. I love fi shing for them and 
my exploits in catching them on the pole are 
well documented. I have never written about 
catching them on rod-and-line tactics before, 

though, and today I am going to share some of the secrets 
that have served me well in recent years. 

There are three approaches that I consider and actually 
use them all at some stage throughout a match. and they are 
the Method, waggler and cage feeder. Why I opt for all three 
will become clear later on, but they all have their day and 
whenever I need to catch F1s on rod-and-line tackle then I will 
set up all three. 

THE METHOD
By far the most reliable, the Method can be unbeatable. I will 
always start on it and, should I draw on a shedful, I could well 
fi nish on it. 

There have been countless articles about this deadly tactic 
so I won’t bore you with the stuff that has been written about 
in the past, but I will explain my thinking. 

Firstly, the Method is a great way to get an ‘area’ going 
in your swim. Because the bait melts off the feeder, I can be 
confi dent that pretty much all of my bait is in the place where 
I intend it to be. This allows me to create a hot area in my peg 
in which I can work. 

Starting on the Method will get me off to a quick start 
providing I’m on a few fi sh; however, it is unlikely that you will 
just keep catching on the Method. They deliver a lot of bait 
into the swim and, let’s be realistic here, it’s winter and the fi sh 
just won’t keep gorging themselves – that’s where the other 
tactics come in.

I will always use micros around the Method, which out of 
interest is a small Kobra model, as I fi nd pellets to be a much 
safer bet when it comes to F1s.  

What I do with the pellets is interesting, though; it is far from 
a case of using whatever 2mms you can get your hands on. 

F1 master Jamie Hughes sheds some 
light on a deadly three-pronged attack 
that is a must-try this winter.

3-PRONGEDTHE ATTACKATTACK
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PELLET PREP
For most of my fi shing I use the Bag ‘em Super 
Natural Carp Pellets in a 2mm size. They are 
great pellets and are very uniform in size. 
When prepared, they break down from the 
Method feeder extremely quickly. Now this is 
very good in the height of summer when I am 
getting bites as soon as I cast in, but in winter 
I need to slow things down and have a slower 
breakdown. 

The key is the pellet type, and here at 
Lingmere they sell Coppens pellets. These, 
by their make-up, are incredibly sticky once 
prepared. If I were fi shing at extreme range 
and sitting it out for just a handful of bites then 

I would use these neat. But for F1s they are 
just way too sticky. Today we have timed the 
breakdown, and after 10 minutes the pellets 
were still in a solid ball! 

What I stumbled across, though, was to mix 
the two together in various amounts to slow 
the breakdown times. The Bag ‘em pellets 
are my ‘base’, if you like, and I then add the 
Coppens pellets to slow the breakdown. Just 
a few Coppens will give the mix a two-minute 
breakdown while a 50/50 mix will take it up to 
the fi ve-minute mark. 

I will make a mental note of how quick bites 
are coming and then adjust my bait to break 
down in the correct time. 

CAGE FIGHTER
If the swim is going well on the Method, 
then I will try and up the ante, and there 
is no better way than with a cage feeder. 
For some reason I have found that a 
cage and short hooklength combo will 
get you bites far quicker than the Method. 

This only seems to work when the 
fi sh are feeding confi dently, and if I am 

Use lead to 
add weight 
to feeders.

Use the 
waggler 
when the 

feeder 
fades.
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Always 
expect some 
early fi sh on 
the Method.
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waiting for bites I will stick to the Method but, 
trust me, the cage is brilliant when there are 
lots of fi sh to be caught. 

My setup is a simple one, a three-square 
cage feeder to which I have added a strip 
of lead. This is then fi shed in a ‘fi xed’ style by 
putting both the feeder and a hooklength in a 
snap swivel. The hooklength is just four inches 
in length. 

The reason for the extra weight is simple: it 
just helps prick and hook the fi sh, as the feeder 
is considerably lighter than a Method. Through 
the feeder I will put some Super Skimmer Dark 
and a few micros. I have tried many hook baits 
and, to be honest, the best is always a 6mm 
hard pellet (the same as on the Method) but I 
do carry some 6mm White Tuffi ts with me to try 
as a hi-viz change hook bait. 

PICK THEM OFF
There are usually spells in the match when 
things go quiet. It may be that there is too 
much bait in the peg, or maybe even the 
fi sh have just backed off. A natural thing to 
do would be come off the swim altogether 
and maybe try a pole swim. My fi rst move is 
different, though, and this is where the waggler 
comes in. I fully believe the fi sh are going to be 
in and around that initial bed of bait created 
by the Method and cage, but they are just a 
bit full up. 

A waggler cast around this feed zone and 
fi shed off the bottom can be a wonderful way 
to catch fi sh when the feeder options have 
died. The waggler makes way less disturbance 
and also offers the fi sh a different presentation. 
For this either a 6mm pellet or double maggot 
is the ideal hook bait. 

Because the waggler is for searching the 
peg, I don’t put any shot down the line. I want 
the hook bait to fl utter through the water and 
catch the eye of a passing fi sh. 

THE THEORY PAYS OFF!
Today I’m on the Bottom Lake at Lingmere 
Fishery. This is the ideal venue to demonstrate 
this three-pronged attack. It is fairly typical of 
most venues in that there is a central island for 

anglers to cast to and a healthy head of fi sh. 
I started on the Method and used a pellet 

ratio of 50 per cent Bag ‘em to 50 per cent 
Coppens. Action was steady to begin with but 
as things improved I began to add more of the 
Bag ‘em pellets to speed up the breakdown 
and the catch rate and it has worked a treat. 

With things going well it is time to switch to 
the cage; immediately the difference is there 
to see and bites come as soon as the feeder 
hits the lake bed. A quick six fi sh come on this 
before once again it becomes iffy. A switch 
back to the Method sees no upsurge in action.

It’s time for the waggler, and by casting in 
the general area of the original feeder zone 
I can get the odd bite. By no means am I 
bagging but in the tricky middle spells of a 
winter match, keeping a few fi sh coming is the 
order of the day and the waggler is best for 
this!

As the last hour approaches I swap back 
to the Method and am instantly rewarded 
with another fl urry of sport and, to be honest, 
the day has gone exactly how I expected. 
Early fi sh on the Method while the swim built 
up, before taking advantage of a feeding 
spell with the cage, then using the waggler 
to catch when the fi shing went hard before a 
fi nal fl urry on the Method. This busy style has 
seen me with well over 50lb in the net and by 
working hard with three rods I have got my just 
rewards.

Another 
F1 falls to 
Jamie’s 
tactics.

Jamie believes 
a tiny cage 

feeder is best 
when lots of 

fi sh are present.
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FISH IT!
Lingmere Fishery,

Lingham lane,
Moreton,

Wirral 
CH46 4TB

T: 0151 6777911

JAMIE HUGHES

A great net 
of fi sh, taken 
by utilising 

all three 
approaches.
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We’ve scoured the tackle shops of
Britain to find you the four MUST-HAVE
items to help you bag up this month.
Boost your catch rate with the help of

these little beauties…

Must-Have
Bag-Up
Products

B
i
B44

What We Think…
Made exclusively with 
100 per cent Torayca 
high-modulus Japanese 
carbon fi bre, the 
Response M90 sets 
a new precedent in 
high-performance pole 
technology. 

Ultra-stiff and 
responsive, with 
impressive strength 
reserves that belie 
its lightweight and 
balanced construction, 
this is the most 
complete fl agship 
pole Preston has ever 
produced. 

Whether bagging 
on a commercial, 
longlining on a river or 
speed fi shing for small 
fi sh, the Response M90 
has it all.

01 PRESTON INNOVATIONS 
RESPONSE M90 POLE

The Techy Bits…
•• Length: 16 metres
•• Closed length: 183 centimetres
•• Top-two length; 240 centimetres
•• Top-three length: 395 centimetres
•• Weight at 13 metres (eight sections): 790g
•• Weight at 14.5 metres (nine sections): 1,060g
•• Weight at 16 metres (10 sections without half butt): 1,300g
•• No of sections: 10

BAG UP!BAG UP!
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4 MUST-HAVE BAG-UP PRODUCTS

What We Think…
A great little feeder arm to fi t onto your box. It’s strong 
and stable, which is just what you want when looking 
for those sensitive bites. Its compact design means it’s 
great for fi shing tight pegs or short feeder rods, which 
are very popular on commercial waters right now. 

The feeder’s extension arm revolves fully, meaning you 
can set it at whatever angle you like and this, combined 
with the swivel knuckle that alters its height, gives you 
the perfect commercial feeder arm.

What We Think…
A fantastic bit of kit for your winter bread fi shing 
that will keep your bait in excellent condition 
– the box’s tinted lid will protect from wind, rain 
and sunlight. The four punches give you options 
on hook-bait size and the rubber base stops the 
box slipping around on your tray. 

A really well thought out piece of kit that 
we’ll certainly be using this winter.

The Techy Bits…
•• Four stainless-steel punches
•• Compact and ultra-sharp
•• Plunger for trouble-free release
•• Punches clip in neatly
•• Easy-slide case

03

04

GURU
PUNCH BOX

MAP 
LARGE FLEXI POLE POTS

BROWNING
FEEDER ARM

02

The Techy Bits…
•• 60cm to 90cm in length
•• Can fi t 25mm and ¾in square legs
•• Telescopic arm

What We Think…
A pole pot is a pole pot isn’t it? Well no, MAP has designed 

the ultra-soft and rubberised Flexi Pot and it’s a game 
changer. It comes with two types of lid – one open and one 

with mesh for trickling in baits like maggots and small pellets. 
The Flexi Pots are also rubberised, making them very strong 
and preventing damage to your expensive pole. To attach 

them you simply take of the lid, slot your pole into the groove 
and replace the lid.

The Techy Bits…
•• Fits on kit diameters 4.8mm to 7.4mm

•• Unique dual shock design
•• Central design fi xing point

•• Soft rubber grips pole and prevents damage
•• Interchangeable lids
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BAG UP!BAG UP!
SIX OF THE BEST...COMMERCIAL CARRYALLS

A techy look at six high-fl ying carryalls well suited to your commercial needs.

PRESTON COMPETITION PRO 

DAIWA TEAM DAIWA

SPRO CRESTA COMPETITION 

BROWNING XITAN COMPETITION 

DRENNAN CARRYALL

SHAKESPEARE AGILITY

•• Size: 67 x 45 x 42cm  
•• External pockets: Four •• Material: 600D nylon

•• Size: 55 litres 
•• External pockets: Two •• Material: Fabric

•• Size: 60 x 50 x 45cm
•• External pockets: Two •• Material: 840 D Oxford nylon

•• Size: 58 x 32cm
•• External pockets: Two •• Material: 600 x 300D nylon

• Size: 55 x 25cm
• External pockets: Two • • Material: Fabric

• Size: 55 x 43 x 25cm
• External pockets: Two • Material: PVC-backed fabric nylon

•• Strong 600D nylon base material •• Oversized outer pockets

•• Padded holdalls •• Strong zippers with matching pullers

•• Keepnet section•• Main compartment •• Hard base
•• Side handles •• High quality buckles and fasteners

•• Main compartment •• Padded ambidextrous shoulder strap
•• Two external pouch pockets •• Reinforced base •• Slim accessory pocket

•• Deluxe version features removable twin keepnet 
bag with carry handles and side pocket

•• Two internal pockets •• Medium-sized carryall •• Two carry handles
•• Strong, padded adjustable strap •• Outside net pocket with drain holes

•• Heavy-duty zip for easy access to main compartment •• Wipe-clean fabric

•• High-quality oversized zips •• Padded shoulder and carry strap

Size: 55 x 25cm

•• 55-litre capacity •• Padded shoulder strap and carry handles
•• Tough, waterproof fabric •• Two zipped external storage pockets

•• Twin net or side tray pockets •• Rigid moulded 55 x 25cm base
•• Small zipped internal storage pocket under lid 

Size: 55 55 x 43 x 25cm
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BAG UP!BAG UP!

There are few better qualifi ed to pass on essential winter 
tips for getting a few extra bites than ex-Feeder world 

champion Steve Ringer. Here are 10 of his best…

CFA EXPERT
Name: Steve Ringer
Lives: Northampton
Sponsors: Daiwa, Guru

TOP 10 TIPS

02 When weights are 
low in matches then 

silvers tend to play a big 
part in my approach. Unless 
I have drawn the fl ier (which 
I rarely do) then a normal 
match would normally involve 
catching carp early and late 
but nothing in the middle. This 
is where targeting silvers can 
really play dividends. 

Rather than sitting there 
biteless wondering where 
all the carp have gone it’s 
much better to be putting 
something in the net. If the 
carp average 3lb and you 
can put 12lb of silvers in the 
net in the middle three hours 
then you have the equivalent 
of four carp in terms of weight, 
so it’s time well spent and 
come the weigh-in can be the 
difference between framing 
and coming nowhere.

01 A watch is perhaps the 
most important item I 

carry when I’m fi shing either the 
Method feeder or straight lead, 
the reason being that I’m a 
massive believer in timing bites. 

What I mean by this is that 
every time I cast out I will 
start the watch and when 
the tip goes round make a 
mental note. More often than 
not as the match progresses 
you’ll start to notice a 
pattern whereby bites come 
between 10 and 12 minutes 
(for instance). I then use this 
information to make myself 
as effi cient as possible for the 
rest of the match. For example, 
if bites are coming between 
10 and 12 minutes there is no 
point recasting after eight! 
Equally, there might well be no 
point leaving the feeder/bomb 
out as long as 20 minutes.
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STEVE RINGER’S TOP 10 TIPS FOR FEBRUARY

06 When fi shing the pole at this time of year 
I’m a big believer in trying to fi nd the fi sh 

as opposed to waiting for them to come to me. 
In cold water carp won’t move very far to 

try and fi nd bait so if my initial lines fail to 
produce then rather than sitting there waiting for 
something to happen I will simply replumb and 
start new swims. This is something I will do until I 
get a response, which tells me I’ve found a pocket 
of fi sh. 

A little tip when adopting this technique is 
that less is more in terms of feeding, so don’t go 
potting lots of bait all over the place!

05 The pellet cone can be a great cold-water tactic, but I always like to try and give my 
cone a boost in the form of a little squirt of Kiana Carp Goo. 

I will make the cone in the normal manner out of wetted-down 2mm coarse pellets but in 
the middle I will add a tiny squirt of Goo. Then when the cone starts to break down it will give 
off not only a carp-attracting fl avour but lots of cloud, too. In terms of what fl avour to use I 
have two favourites and these are Tutti Frutti and Caramel Cloud Power Smokes. Remember, 
though, when applying, less is more!

04 While I’m not convinced that, when it comes to carp, light lines and small hooks 
produce more bites, what I do believe is that light fl oats will. 

My thinking behind this is that, in the cold, carp spend a lot of their time ‘off’ rather than 
‘on’ the bottom. They then only go down to feed. This is where light fl oats with a strung-out 
shotting pattern score as they offer a slower fall of the hook bait. A carp will see the hook 
bait falling through the water and follow it down before taking it, whereas if the bait is 
‘bombed’ straight to the bottom, unless there are already carp feeding down there, it will be 
ignored. 

As an example of a light fl oat I will think nothing of using a 4x12 pattern in eight feet of 
water, particularly when fi shing baits like corn or pellets.

03 The Method feeder can still be 
a deadly tactic in the cold, but 

more often the key is getting your choice 
of hook bait right. 

Once the water goes clear then bright 
hi-viz hook baits take some beating and 
for me there is none better than three 
6mm discs of punched bread. 

The key to bread’s success for me is 
twofold; fi rstly it’s bright white in colour 
so it stands out, and secondly it fl uffs up 
once it has been in 
the water a while, which makes it an easy 
bait for a carp to suck in. 
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BAG UP!BAG UP!
07 When it comes to feeding I always 

work on the basis that you can put 
it in but you can’t take it out. 

So, with this in mind, I like to kick off 
feeding very little, maybe six to eight 
pellets or just the same of corn. That said, 
a little trick I often use in the cold is to 
feed a line well out of the way in a positive 
manner. Initially it will get half a large 
250ml pot of bait and then every hour I will 
top it up with a third of a pot. 

Sometimes in the last hour this line 
can come good; however, if it doesn’t I 
have fed it well out of the way so there is 
no harm done to my main lines. In other 
words it’s a throwaway line but over the 
years it’s one that has got me out of jail on 
more occasions than I care to remember.

09 One of my favourite winter haunts is Tunnel Barn Farm, targeting the 
venue’s F1s, which, while plentiful, can take some catching. One day 

they want maggots yet the next it’s all pellet fi shing, and this is the message 
that I’m trying to get across – make sure you give yourself at least two options 
in terms of bait choice when targeting this fi ckle species. 

Normally, as a rule I will take both maggots and pellets with a view to 
starting on the latter. However, if after trying a couple of spots in different 
depths I have had no response on pellets then I will quickly turn the same lines 
into maggot swims and more often than not an instant response will result.

10 On the subject of F1s, they tend to move around a lot during the course of a match. 
Basically they are looking for a safe area, out of the way of poles and lines. 

With this in mind a little trick I use is to identify an area of my swim and literally leave it 
alone for four hours. I don’t feed it or even put a rig in there. As the match progresses F1s will 
move into this area as they feel it’s safe to do so. Then, in the last hour of the match I will drop 
in and expect to catch immediately, and more often than not this is the case.

08 Plumbing the depth is something a 
lot of anglers take for granted but 

thoroughly plumbing a peg can be the 
difference between catching and not. 

Whenever I arrive at a swim I always 
make a point of getting a good picture 
in my head of exactly what the bottom 
looks like in front of me. What I am actually 
looking for, though, is depth variations. 

In the cold, anywhere that’s slightly 
deeper than the surrounding area can 
hold fi sh. On some fi sheries I have found 
holes that are no bigger than 18 inches 
wide yet they are full of fi sh, hence why 
plumbing up properly is so important.
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Affordable fishing starts here!
Imagine having more time to pay for the 
fishing gear you love. Being in control of 
your budget. Well now you can with 
Direct Credit and Angling Direct.

Click www.anglingdirect.co.uk
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