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WILLIAMS MORGAN

SERVICE, HANDLING
& POWER UPGRADES
Williams Morgan has fully equipped
workshops to cover all areas of Morgan
servicing and rebuilds.
We also specialise in power and
handling upgrades from throttle bodies
to ECU remapping. 

MORGANS FOR SALE
Williams has the largest stock of new and
used Morgans available in the UK and we
pride ourselves in our customer service
and unique Dealership. 

TRIM SHOP
Williams trim shop can handle all
aspects of classic car trimming from
hoods to full trims. We also handle any
bespoke work you may need. Just
contact us for more information.

Tel - 01454 315 112   www.williamsmorgan.co.uk
Williams Morgan, Totteroak Courtyard, Horton, Chipping Sodbury, Bristol, BS37 6QG

Williams Morgan
specialises in power
upgrades and fast
road packs for
Morgan Motor Cars.
We are also experts
in ride & handling. 

Call us today for
more information

Henry Williams driving our
Class Winning 4/4 at Cadwell Park
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THE UK’S  LARGEST MORGAN DEALER - EST. 1911

MAIN DEALERWILLIAMS MORGAN

MORGANS FOR HIRE
What better way to spend a day, a
weekend or even a whole week than
driving a Morgan around the Cotswolds
or heading down to the coast. At
Williams you can do just that. We have a
stunning Morgan Plus 4 finished in our
own stunning colour Williams BMW Blue.
Hire from £179

PARTS SHOP
Visit our online parts shop
(www.williamspartsshop.co.uk) to
discover the latest upgrades and parts
that will bring a new lease of life to
your Morgan.

RACING
Williams Morgan runs its own race team
and can assist you in your racing needs.
We run cars in the Morgan challenge and
also the  CSCC. We can build, prepare and
maintain your Morgan Race Car. Call for
more information.
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C9 HARRISON BIG DAY-DATE AUTOMATIC

Made in Switzerland / Modified ETA 2836-2 automatic movement 
with Big Day-Date complication by Johannes Jahnke / 38 hour power 
reserve / 43mm, Hand-polished, 316L stainless steel case / Anti-reflective 
sapphire crystal / Exhibition case-back / Italian leather strap with  
Bader deployment

Swiss movement, English heart
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Well, after last month’s scary escapades on the Isle of Man, I am
somewhat relieved that things have been a little calmer on the
western front this month. That said, speed is still very much of

the essence when it comes to all of our feature stories this issue, starting
with two rip-roaring little Mogs that have been revving up for the Chateau
Impney hill climb. It’s great to see a youngster, in 23-year-old Charlie
Martin, piloting the unique four-wheeled three-wheeler, and flying the flag
for Morgan to encourage a new generation of Morgan drivers, something
that troubles me from time to time, pondering the future of the marque if
we can’t get the under 35s interested in our beloved mogs. 

Morgans certainly held their own at the spectacular Festival of Speed at
Goodwood starting with the unveiling of the all-new electric 3 Wheeler,
which caused much ooh-ing and aah-ing amongst connoisseurs.
Meanwhile, the newly launched Aero 8 wowed the press and visitors as
they watched its first ever public run blasting its way up the hill, whilst
the standard 3 Wheeler reclined luxuriously before the crowds at the
Cartier lawn! 

We’ve also crossed the water once again to bring you news of the
Vintage Revival, an eclectic “word of mouth only” who’s who of vintage
motor racing on the famous Montlhéry Bank. With a Red Devils-style
display from four of the accumulated group of classic Morgan three-
wheelers from around Europe and the UK, not to mention the unique
banked track with the outer wall 40 feet above ground level, an
unrivalled driver camaraderie and a parade
involving over 250 of Europe’s most mouth-
watering classic cars, no wonder it’s
one of motor racing’s best kept
secrets! Enjoy!
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YOUr NEWS. YOUR VIEWS.
MAIL

STAR LETTER

Dear MOG, 

Will we ever see the two factory GT3 Mogs competing on the       

racetrack again?
 
I’m not talking about the ‘smaller’ events like BritCar, but the really 

prestigious ones like the Blancpain Endurance Series. Blancpain runs 

two separate series each year: the Sprint and the Endurance. They are 

world events and staged in exotic locations like Mount Panorama 

just outside Sydney, Australia; or even Baku in Azerbaijan, and 

not just confined to the UK (Silverstone) or Europe (Monza, 

Paul Ricard, etc). 
 
Already, some great British marques are establishing themselves as 

formidable contenders: Aston Martin, Bentley, McLaren and Jaguar; all 

these pitted against the mighty Italians (Ferrari and Lamborghini) and 

Germans (Audi, Mercedes and Porsche). Add to that, the sole Japanese 

entry, Nissan (with their horrendously quick GTR) too! All these cars  

are entered by privateers/small racing teams and there are no works 

teams involved.
 
Seeing that the Morgan GT3s are now in the care of Berkshire dealer 

Richard Thorne, maybe it’s time to resurrect these ‘sleeping’ minnows 

and pitch them against the big players. The last event involving the 

GT3s, which I remember, was at Silverstone, and that was a few years 

ago. But since then there was nothing, and the Morgan name became 

a distant memory in some quarters! It would be great to see them once 

again in full flight!
 
Chris da Silva, Perth, Australia

We agree Chris! It would be fantastic to see the GT3s out there 

competing. We put your question to Richard Thorne and here is            

his response… 

MOG Mail.indd   8 29/06/2015   11:42:23
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If you have any news, views or ideas you’d like to 
see covered in MOG, we’d love to hear from you.
Email us at editor@mogmag.co.uk or write to 
MOGMail at The Outlook, 6 Sansome Walk, Worcester, WR1 1LH

@mog_magazine /mogmagazine

THE GREAT DEBATE
Do you mod your Mog? With a wealth of aftermarket parts available and so many options for customisation, there is a temptation to make your Morgan even more exclusive. Obviously nearly all Morgans are unique when coming from the factory, but there will be many who want a bit more noise or a bit more power.

THE BIG QUESTION: It’s certainly a question that divides opinion. Do you keep your Mog as nature intended? Do you tweak it? Or perhaps you want to squeeze every last bit of performance out of it? Let us know your views by writing to editor@projectviva.co.uk. 

Dear MOG,

I was very interested to read your report of your trip to the Isle of Man to try out the 3 Wheelers on the TT course. I am a keen motorbike fan, and was one of 40,000 spectators who went across to watch the TT race this year. The bravery of the riders was breathtaking – I note that your pilot Conrad Harrison came 3rd in the Sure Sidecar race – clearly not too shaken up by his Morgan crash experience. Sadly there were five deaths on the roads during the festival week – Petricola was the third rider to perish at the Isle of Man TT since 2014, along with other visitors. There is no doubt that these roads are death traps at speed – I think you did well to come away with just body and suspension damage!

Bob Peters

Dear MOG,

I am flummoxed to understand why Morgan drivers would take 

their Morgans on motorways by choice (Great Debate July, 2015). 

I accept that they can be (arguably!) the quickest and often most 

direct route, but surely the whole point of a Morgan is to enjoy 

the drive experience, cruising merrily around the countryside, not 

intimidated and bullied by the white van man and other road users 

blasting their way to their destinations regardless of whoever is in 

their way. With a little planning, there are always alternative route 

options to motorways – it’s definitely worth taking the time to 

enjoy the journey!

 J. Cross

Dear MOG, 

For the benefit of all MOG readers who may not 

know the full story, we acquired two GT3 Aeros from 

the factory last December for my good friend and 

customer Roger Whiteside. The no 29 car was the 

prototype GT3 based on the Aero 8 with excellent 

race results of her own, including a 2nd overall at 

Nogaro in 2008. It was this car that suffered damage 

at Britcar Silverstone in March in appalling weather 

conditions.

The no 100 car is the later Supersport evolution 

that won from pole at Silverstone GT3 Round 1 in 

2009.  Her sister car no 101 repeated the feat the 

following day in Round 2; this car is currently residing 

in Germany.

Our plan was to run a fully re-built no 100 in Britcar 

24 hour in April but sadly an accident put paid to that 

this year. We have raced our own Aero very successfully 

in British GRT in the mid-2000s and are still, I believe, 

the only Aero team to have an official 24 hour finish 

(Britcar 2006).

The GT3 cars are in a different league of sophistication, 

having been developed to an outstanding level by 

French Team Auto GT. The Britcar 24hr was therefore 

ideal for the team to learn about the car, before 

considering much more serious overseas 24hr races 

such as Nurburgring 24, amongst others.  It would be 

especially good to go back to Bathurst for what is now, 

I believe, a 12-hour race.

Answering Mr da Silva’s point specifically, it would be 

great to run one or both cars in current GT3 races; 

they are still homologated and could, I believe, 

be competitive, if upgraded in line with current 

regulations. Inevitably this would require a serious 

budget both for the upgrade and to run a full   

season properly.

In my view, the GT3 category is a phenomenal success 

story featuring all the major marques in a form that 

properly relates to road cars you can buy. If anyone 

reading this shares Roger and the team’s passion for 

seeing a Morgan racing at the front again and has the 

funding to assist, I would be delighted to hear from 

them. Write to richard-thorne@rtcc.co.uk.

Richard Thorne 

MOG Mail.indd   9 29/06/2015   11:42:27
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NEWS BITES
Issue Forty One– August 2015

EARTHQUAKE RELIEF 
MORGAN BADGE

The Morgan Motor Company and 
Morgan Car Badges have joined up 
to seek your support in providing 
emergency aid to Nepal in the wake 
of the devastating earthquake earlier 
this year. The Himalayan Morgan 
Club badge was originally produced 
as a one-off for a single customer, but 
following the tragic event it is being 
made available worldwide to raise 
money for on-going relief efforts. 

A percentage of each badge 
purchased will be donated to a 
reputable charity. The Morgan 
Motor Company has graciously 
approved this badge and is likewise 
contributing towards relief efforts 
with each badge sold. To order, 
visit www.morgancarbadges.
com. Proceeds will be directed to                                              
www.himalayan-foundation.org.

KUSTOM KRAZY

MORGANS AT LE MANS
MOG went over to Le Mans back in 
the second week of June and mixed it 
up with Pegasus Racing, who entered 
a Morgan-Nissan into the gruelling 
24-hour race. Invited into the pit garage 
during practice sessions, we were able 
to see some of what goes into racing at 
the top level, and to see a Morgan badge 
on the front of a racer at Le Mans was 
certainly something special. The Pegasus 
Racing car made it to the end of the race 
and finished in an admirable 19th overall 

The Suffolk-based motorcycle and 
Morgan dealership, Krazy Horse, 
has been going from strength to 
strength recently, opening a brand new 
showroom and more than doubling in 
size. Although many will associate the 
brand with its customised motorbikes 
and 3 Wheelers, now it has received 
a factory-fresh Aero Coupe that 
will be available to test drive ahead 
of production of the new Aero 8, 
commencing later on this year.

Krazy Horse owner and MD, 
Paul Beamish, is a big fan of how 
customisable Mogs are straight 
from the factory: “The attention to 

and 9th in class (out  of 19 LMP2 cars). 
When it comes to traditional Morgan 

racing, there was even more to celebrate, 
with TOK 258 and XRX 1 competing 
in the support race. We spotted many 
Morgan owners who had travelled from 
far and wide to witness what may well 
be the biggest annual race in the world. 
To see some more of our snaps, head to 
Morganatics at the back of the magazine, 
and to learn more about Le Mans check 
out our Meccas feature on page 87.

detail is immense, combining fine 
craftsmanship and performance 
technology. And it’s great that every 
hand-built Aero 8 will be a one-off, 
tailored in line with the customer’s 
personal vision of paint, leather and 
detail choices.”

If you are interested in taking a 
test-drive and getting a taste for the 
new Aero 8 , or even the Aero Coupe 
for its own glory, as well as witnessing 
Paul’s fantastic custom-builds, then 
pop down to Deco House, the newly 
opened showroom located opposite 
Empire House (Krazy Horse HQ) 
along Lamdin Road, Bury St Edmunds.

News Bites 41.indd   11 29/06/2015   15:58:32
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NEWS BITES

DOORS OPENING IN THE US?

Earlier this year the Morgan Motor 
Company visited the Worcestershire 
Oncology Centre at Worcestershire 
Royal Hospital and presented them 
with a £1,600 cheque. The money was 
raised at a recent PistonHeads Sunday 
Service held at the Morgan factory in 
Malvern where PH members had the 
chance to take a spin in a Morgan car 
in return for a generous £10 donation.

The presentation of the cheque 
marks the start of a fundraising 
partnership between the Morgan 
Motor Company and the 
Worcestershire Oncology Unit where 
a series of initiatives will be carried 
out in order to raise money for the 

NEW CHARITABLE PARTNERSHIP
charity. The most notable of these 
will be the raffle of a Morgan 4/4 
and the chance to win a hand-built 
bespoke sports car in return for a £5 
donation. Information on the raffle 
and how you can purchase tickets will 
be announced soon – keep an eye on                                  
www.morgan-motor.co.uk.

Steve Morris, Morgan’s MD, stated: 
“We are proud to support the new 
Oncology Centre at Worcestershire 
Royal Hospital.  The Morgan Motor 
Company has a strong tradition of 
supporting local charities and we are 
thrilled to be raising money for such 
a great cause.  Cancer unfortunately 
touches so many Worcestershire  
families and we are looking forward 
to raising as much as we can to help 
support the fantastic facilities at the 
centre itself and the excellent staff 
based there supporting patients from 
across the county.”

The US has 
traditionally 
been a hard 
nut to crack 
when it comes 
to Morgan 
sales. With very 
stringent safety 
standards that 
apply across 
all cars, four-
wheeled Morgans have long been shut out. However, there 
is a glimmer of renewed hope with the introduction of a 
new bill, titled the Low Volume Vehicle Manufacturers Act 
of 2015, which proposes removing restrictions that prevent 
replica car manufacturers from delivering cars to customers 
without meeting the same motor vehicle safety standards as 
large-scale automakers.

Now, this doesn’t necessarily apply to Morgan, as they 
aren’t a replica car manufacturer, but it is a bill that applies 
to low volume cars. The bill tasks the National Highway 
Traffic and Safety Administration and the Environmental 
Protection Agency with amending their rules to 
accommodate low-volume makers who fabricate replicas 
based on models that went out of production at least 25 
years ago. The proposed law would also place an upper limit 
on those makers of 500 cars produced or imported into the 
US per year. 

If this bill passes, it’s worth keeping an ear to the ground 
to see if Morgan make any progress on exporting to the US. 
There are plenty of Morgan fans and dealers out in the US 
who would be more than pleased to see some movement on 
this front. 

ICONIC STOCK AT 
RICHARD THORNE’S
Currently in stock at Richard Thorne Classic Cars (RTCC) 
are a couple of famous Morgan racers. One of which is 
AWP 77B, a genuine 1964 Plus 4 Supersport, owned and 
raced by Brian Jenkins. Fully restored some years ago, 
it’s still in lovely condition. The other is PGP 123, the 
famous Plus 4 race car known as ‘Choc Ices’, now owned 
and raced by Simon Gurney. This is a highly original car 
with a superb patina and looks wonderful. Both cars have 
raced at Goodwood and have a wealth of other races under 
their belts. After a reoccurring overheating issue at this 

year’s Goodwood, Richard 
Thorne has re-plumbed the 
car to Supersport spec. If 
you’d like to see ‘Choc Ices’ 
and two other FIA Plus 4 
TRs, prepared by RTCC, 
then head to the Silverstone 
Classic in late July.

RUTTER’S JUMBO DELIVERY
Melvyn Rutter will be a familiar name 
to many; his dealership famed for its 
Pitstop B&B. Melvyn’s dealership is 
the only one that receives ‘jumbo’ 
deliveries, transported in the same 
Kentvale lorries as Morgan uses itself. 
Another of his famous big hauls was 
unloaded recently and the results of 
which can be seen here, lined up on 
his forecourt. 

MOGS UP EAU ROUGE
The Morgan Challenge had a thrilling 
weekend in Belgium at the world-famous 
Spa circuit. Watching the varied Morgans 
winding up Eau Rouge is a beautiful 
sight. With Keith Ahlers in the lead 
currently, but the rest of the pack hot on 
his heels, you’ll have to pick up our next 
issue to find out what happened! 

News Bites 41.indd   12 29/06/2015   16:01:42
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CHATEAU IMPNEY HILL CLIMB

WORDS by JAMES BALL

PHOTOGRAPHY by BRUCE HOLDER
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CHATEAU IMPNEY HILL CLIMB

Two vintage Morgan race cars prepare to take on a classic hill climb
brought back from the pages of history. A three-wheeler and a unique
canvas-covered four-wheeled mongrel rev up to take on a revived and
revamped Chateau Impney Hill Climb. MOG gets out on track as the

two square up in a private battle of the Mogs.

Feature 1 Issue 41_Layout 1  26/06/2015  09:37  Page 2



Malvern Hills, a nine-mile ridge that rises sharply out of
the Severn Valley, resulting in very steep and twisty roads.
Also, the factory’s proximity to two dedicated hill climb
venues – Shelsley Walsh and Prescott – was also a
contributing factor.

However, the hill climb seed had been sown even earlier
than the creation of the Morgan Motor Company, with
founder, Harry Morgan, taking part in his first competitive
event in 1906, three years before he built his first
Morgan. His experiences and enjoyment of the sport
clearly translated into how he approached the design of
the early cars. 

Once he had built a few Mogs, Harry used hill climbs as
a promotional tool where his vehicles could prove their
performance capabilities. Such was Harry’s success in his
cars, the company released an advert with the heading “The
Marvellous Hill-Climber”. 

Peter Morgan shared his father’s passion for motorsport
and, together with racing trials, was regularly seen at hill
climbs, achieving numerous successes. Due to its nearby
location, Shelsley Walsh was traditionally the main hunting
ground for Morgan victories.

016  www.mogmag.co.uk

The Chateau Impney sits magnificently in
the centre of its substantial surrounding
grounds, its ornate character and well-kept
estate evokes images of peacefulness and

well-to-do society. Cutting through the serenity, two
striking JAP-engined racing Morgans battle it out.

The two race-ready Morgans are competing in a hill
climb event on 12th July – an event that captures the raw,
real and honest racing of times gone by. The two wind their
way up the course, sliding about on the soaked surface and
looking quite at home on the narrow strip of tarmac – but
then again they should, it’s a Mog’s natural habitat
after all. 

The early Morgans were born into the hill climb era, the
very genesis of motorsport which began in France, with the
first known event taking place at La Tubie, near Nice, in
1897. It was a craze that quickly spread across Europe as
the production of motor cars increased, resulting in a
multitude of events from 1,000-yard sprints to miles-long
Alpine trails. 

A Morgan’s uncanny ability to tackle steep hills is
certainly not coincidental; they’re built at the base of the

T

CHATEAU IMPNEY HILL CLIMB

Feature 1 Issue 41_Layout 1  26/06/2015  09:37  Page 3



event from the Chateau’s then-owners. But now it’s back
and it’s bigger than ever.

Obviously, any motoring venue being revived is a great
thing, especially one in a location such as this, but what
were the reasons for reviving it? James Ashe, Event
Organiser, explains how it was down to the power of the
people: “In 2013 we held a commemorative event that
celebrated the Chateau’s rich motorsport heritage and it
attracted thousands of visitors. It was simply down to the
huge public interest in a revival of motorsport at Chateau
Impney that we’ve decided to bring it back.” 

The new event stays true to its original heritage, but also
introduces a number of improvements: “The layout has been
redesigned, a new grippy tarmac layer has been put down
and the original track has been extended,” James explains.

CHATEAU IMPNEY HILL CLIMB

So, when it comes to Morgans and hill climbs, there
couldn’t be a better marriage. From the beginning they
were built to be lightweight and nimble, making them
consistently competitive with the ability to out-perform
heavier, more powerful machines.

A relative latecomer to the hill climb scene, Chateau
Impney, located in Droitwich Worcestershire, opened its
doors to competitive racing on Sunday 29th September
1957. Hagley and District Light Car Club (still a thriving
grass roots motorsport club today, based at hill climb venue
Loton Park), organised the first sprint in the grounds. With
its beautiful surrounding woodland, exciting road layout
and the stunning chateau, it became quite a hit. 

Of course, as with most hill climbs and sprints, a Morgan
found its way to the original sprint race. Ray Meredith, a
Hagley & District Light Car Club member, competed in
his Morgan Plus 4, registered XOV 555. During 1960, 1961
and 1962, his Morgan reigned supreme at the Chateau
taking the G.H. Cup (and prize money of £3!) for a winning
road-going sports car performance each year. 

After a decade of thrilling sprints, motorsport at Chateau
Impney ended after 1967 due to a decline of interest in the

“The layout has been redesigned,
a new grippy tarmac layer has
been put down and the original
track has been extended”
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Due to the new route, the track ascends more than
before and is now officially classified as a hill climb,
whereas before it was technically a sprint. The
Chateau’s huge classic profile has managed to attract some
very famous cars, including the monstrous ‘Beast of
Turin’, a 28-litre Fiat, and the last surviving Alfa Romeo
Disco Volante.

One of the most exciting prospects of the new event is
that all the classic and vintage vehicles will be in an open
paddock. “We really wanted to open the event up for
everyone to enjoy the cars,” James tells us. “We want the
public to get up close with all the iconic racers. We’ve also
got huge TV screens around the event, an auction and all
local food – it’s going to be a fantastic weekend.” With its
famous cars and premium hospitality, it’s shaping up to be
something of a miniature Goodwood.

Now, after 53 years, Morgans once again will put their
rubber down at Chateau Impney. On the fresh tarmac
outside the Chateau the two Morgans fired up ready for the
MOG shoot. Two talented Morgan drivers prepared to go
head to head: a 1928 race-spec three-wheeler piloted by

Sue Derbyshire and a unique four-wheeled three-wheeler
hybrid, built by Justin Maeers and driven by a young racing
prodigy, Charlie Martin.

Looking part three-wheeler and part airship, Justin’s car,
nicknamed the Rip, is one of the most unique Morgans that
we’ve ever seen. Its V-Twin sits on the front like the
three-wheelers we all know, but from there backwards it’s
a custom-built hill climb special that wouldn’t look out of
place in the cartoon series Wacky Races!

“I built the car in 1986-87, when I was only 18 years
old,” recalls Justin. “I was always keen on vintage cars
and had a Morris Minor saloon. I had been to Prescott
and seen the Salome Special Morgan and very much liked
the look of that. Fortuitously, I came across a
three-wheeler project without an engine and the touch
paper was lit.”

On a tight budget, Justin made do with what he could
find. The frame is actually made from oak, a departure from
the lightweight ash traditionally used on Morgans. “It came
from a tree in my garden at the time! It’s not particularly
light, it’s just what I had available,” he says.

CHATEAU IMPNEY HILL CLIMB
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“Looking part
three-wheeler

and part airship,
the Rip is one of
the most unique

Morgans that
we’ve ever seen”
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works. I think with Charlie, and many more young people
becoming involved in vintage racing, there is certainly a
renewed interest in pure mechanical engineering.”

Charlie dropped himself into the Rip, donned his black
helmet, worked a long rolling pin-like fuel pump and
started the engine. Charlie is not your usual vintage car
competitor, at 23 years old he is one of this year’s youngest
competitors set to take the Impney challenge. In fact,
Charlie is some 69 years younger than some parts of the
car he’s driving. But with four years under his belt racing
the Rip, the age gap clearly falls into insignificance when it
comes to the bond between man and machine. 

Charlie drives out on to a soaking wet track, sending it
sideways around each and every corner. The Rip drifts with
all four wheels, skating across the glass-like layer of water
punctuated by a regular ear-shattering pap-pap-pap of the
two cylinders and the heady smell of methanol race fuel.
For all its grace, this is a raw and untamed beast. 

After piecing together the frame over an original 1928
Morgan M-Type chassis, he found some Irish linen (as used
on aircraft), which he stretched over the frame – this is
where the Rip name comes in. “It’s called the Rip simply
as it’s made from linen! But it could also refer of the sound
of the engine, which has a certain ‘Ripping’ character”.

For the Morgan purists, in terms of Morgan parts the
chassis, bevel box, front springs and steering are taken from
a 1920s car. The front wheels are from a 1930s three-speeder
and the brakes on the back are standard Morgan, too. For
racing, there have been improvements in the way of front
brakes, upgraded to hydraulic and the suspension is GN
style on the rear. The V-Twin is a 1300cc JAP running on
methanol with magneto ignition and Amal TT carburettors.

Justin, deciding to give something back to the hill climb
community, asked 23-year-old Charlie Martin, vintage car
racer, if he would pilot the Rip. The relationship proved to
be perfect match as Charlie pulled in the wins. “Charlie’s
a real ambassador for the Vintage Sports Car Club
(VSCC). I let him use the car as I think it’s important for
young people to get into the sport. There’s an increased
desire from young people to get back to basics, and that’s
what the Rip is all about.”

The Rip wasn’t only a project for Justin, but also the start
of a career in engineering. “It kick started my passion for
engineering, it’s so important to have something physical
to work on, stripping down and rebuilding, to learn how it

“The Rip drifts with all four
wheels, skating across the
glass-like layer of water
punctuated by a regular ear-
shattering pap-pap-pap”

CHATEAU IMPNEY HILL CLIMB
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The climb starts on a narrow bridge before opening up
to a short straight; Charlie blasts along sending spray high
into the air. The first corner is an uphill medium left which
proceeds to head through the trees. Another left brings
Charlie and the Rip right in front of the Chateau before
taking a right at a roundabout with some positive camber,
providing a slingshot into the final stretch of the climb,
finishing behind the Chateau. 

What’s it like driving this odd-Mog? “It’s fantastic,”
Charlie replies. “It’s very fast but surprisingly easy to
control, once you’re used to it.” Charlie used to work on,
and drive, classic Porsches and comments, “Up a hill climb,
the Rip is faster than any of those classic Porsches! It’s a
specialist hill climb car – it’s light and surefooted around
a tight and twisty course.”

Charlie’s not just some young gun who jumps in and
races, he maintains, repairs and improves the Rip. After
every race he’s tweaking and mending, but this isn’t modern
racing, there’s no pit crew or stack of spares. When asked
about whether he puts on new tyres before each race he
replies: “Oh no, it just runs on whatever’s already on it! I
might bring a spare inner tube!”

Some of the racing tweaks can get in the way of what’s
feeding the Rip. “We’ve found it runs faster on methanol,
which reduces the risk of overheating,” Charlie explains.
“Really, though, it’s running very well and needs little
improvement. It’s fastest when it’s pushed hard, I
spend nearly all my time sideways in it – that’s the way this
thing is!”

When asked about his ambitions for this year’s event he
replies, “I’ve got a great car and I know the course, so I have
a good chance, we’ll have to see on the weather though!
Fingers crossed.”

In the other Mog (the three-wheeled three-wheeler!)
we have Sue Derbyshire, one of no more than a dozen
female racers at this year's event. Women are no strangers
to success at Chateau Impney – famous racer Patsy Burt
won the Ladies Award by achieving the third fastest time
of the day in her Cooper Climax 1500cc back in the ’60s.
A force to be reckoned with and a worthy opponent for
Charlie, Sue is a ferociously fast hill climb and sprint expert.
Her smooth driving style and familiarity with the car make
her hard to beat.

Sue, and her husband, George, started out in motorbike
and sidecar racing, before moving to three-wheelers. “I
used to passenger for George,” Sue tells us. “But I had a few
goes at driving and it turned out I was pretty quick.”
Nowadays, George is Sue’s engineer and pit crew –
although Sue’s no stranger when it comes to the workings
of the car. “It’s important you know how the whole car
works, that way you can get the most out of it on track.”
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“It’s important you know how
the whole car works, that way
you can get the most out of it
on track”
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Sue’s three-wheeler is a 1928 Super Aero two-speeder,
which means no reverse gear. Although not the first
three-wheeler they’ve owned, Sue’s developed a thorough
understanding of the car over many years and will be
difficult to beat at this year’s event. “We’ll see what happens,
it’s always close with me and Charlie! I’m actually hoping
for a bit of damp.”

Heading up the track in the wet, it’s clear she’s in full
control. The car looks rock solid as she threads it gently into
the corners, in stark contrast to Charlie’s aggressive style. 

Both Sue and Charlie have been dicing at various sprints
and climbs across the UK, with neither one prepared to say
who’s fastest. “Sue’s got the edge in the wet,” Charlie admits,
“Even though you’d have thought the four-wheeler would
have more grip. She’s just very fast in the wet.”

Looking forward to the Chateau Impney Hill Climb, one
can sense the anticipation in the air. “It was good to have
a taste of the track today,” Sue explains. “I’ve got to get as
much practice in as possible!”

The two managed to get a sneak preview of how the track
feels in adverse conditions ahead of the event, and certainly
enjoyed pushing their Mogs to the edge-of-grip in the rain.

“The car looks rock solid as she
threads it gently into the corners”
Enjoying the slippery surface, Charlie, when turning
round, would spin up the back wheels to U-turn in the
road, whereas Sue’s wide turning circle meant that a
certain journalist had to be a ‘reverse gear’ and get soaked
in the process! 

Just being around these machines with the smell of oil
and metal and those ripping V-twins is enough to raise hairs
on your neck in anticipation of the upcoming hill climb.
The two will be competing in ‘Racing Cars over 1100cc’
and ‘up to 1500cc Pre-1940’, so keep an eye out. The cars
will be loud, the racing is going to be close and the location
is truly stunning. We’ll be there with our MOG Paddock,
soaking up the atmosphere and hopefully some sun –
although Sue will be praying for rain! For those who’ve
purchased MOG tickets, we’ll see you on 12th July! 

Check out www.mogmag.co.uk and our social media
pages after the event to see who out of our two pilots
eventually came out top in the hill climb.
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Lord March’s garden gathering has truly
cemented itself as one of the world’s most
prestigious motoring events, the queues
stretched for miles as anyone and everyone

who liked wheels and engines flocked to the beautiful
English estate for 2015’s event. Morgan had two big reveals
this year, with the new Aero 8 making its first ‘moving’
appearance, after its static launch at Geneva, and a new
completely electric-powered 3 Wheeler. 

The Aero spent its time in the Supercar Paddock
surrounded by McLarens, Ferraris and Lamborghinis and
looking quite at home, only moving for its once-a-day

L
outing to be put through its paces up the hill climb.
With the new supercars not looking drastically different
from one another, the Aero’s unique looks attracted plenty
of attention.

“We really wanted to give the Aero its first outing here,”
James Gilbert, Morgan’s Press Coordinator, explains. “It’s
huge, everyone goes here and it provides us with the best
possible coverage.” The Aero, bracketed by supercar royalty
and in view of thousands of fans, was driven by Morgan’s
Mark Reeves up the hill. The crowds snapped pictures as
it passed in front of Goodwood House with its signature
V8 sound echoing around the stands. 

Blistering sunshine, seafood and champagne, a hay-lined hill climb and the world’s most amazing
vehicles – it could only be the Festival of Speed. This year, Morgan made its mark as it let the new

Aero loose up Goodwood's famous hill and revealed an electrifying new 3 Wheeler.

FESTIVAL
OF TWEED
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“It makes us feel very proud to see something we’ve
worked hard on to be displayed at this event,” James
explains. To be associated with the other supercars is where
the Aero should be, but there’s no doubt, it is flattering for
a company so much smaller than the likes of Ferrari. On its
daily journey to and from the Supercar Paddock, the Aero
was gawped and pointed at, with one child overheard
explaining to his father, “That’s the new Aero 8!” Who said
kids aren’t as well educated these days?

Over on the other side of the estate, in amongst the
impressive manufacturer stands of Toyota and Ford
(whose construction was complete with spiral slides
and a suspended Ford GT), was a revolutionary new breed
of Morgan, the EV3. This 3 Wheeler is the epitome of
old meets new, 1930s cycle-car-looks meets 100%
electric power. 

“This 3 Wheeler is the epitome of
old meets new, 1930s cycle-car-
looks meets 100% electric power”

Jon Wells, Morgan’s Head Designer, tells us about this
futuristic Mog. “It’s the first stage of three of our
development of an electric 3 Wheeler. We’ve teamed up
with the Niche Vehicle Network to create and develop this
new type of Morgan.” The EV3 was positioned in the Niche
Vehicle Network’s stand with three other British vehicles,
an Ultima, a Ginetta and an Elemental. 

GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED 2015
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Robert Anderson, Programme Manager of the Niche
Vehicle Network, tells us about why the car was created.
“The NVN works with smaller British manufacturers and
other companies to help them invest in new technology.
It’s our job to make sure the smaller businesses don’t get
left behind, so, together with a company called Potenza,
we’ve part funded this project to help Morgan explore
electric power.”

The 3 Wheeler, with its light weight, is the perfect
platform to create an electric car, but where’s the power
coming from? “It’s powered by a 90kw/h battery pack
located where the Mazda gearbox used to be, which
delivers 75kw of power through the motor to the rear
wheel,” Robert explains.

www.mogmag.co.uk 029
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“The 3 Wheeler, with its light
weight, is the perfect platform to
create an electric car”

Tucked in between the seats is the battery pack, which
is surprisingly compact, and with the car weighing only
500kg, it must be a fairly light unit, too. Robert explains
why it’s not the usual huge battery packs we’ve seen before:
“The technology in this battery is the same, chemically, as
Tesla are using. This means we can get great range and
power out of a small battery.”

In terms of performance it can reach a top speed of
80mph, with a potential 0-60 time of 7-8 seconds – not bad
for the first prototype. “Obviously going forward Potenza
can refine this technology and, in terms of design, Jon Wells
is going to re-design the front to give it an identity of its
own,” Robert explains.
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With a range between 65-150 miles, depending on how
you drive, it’s competitive with many other electric cars out
there currently – by Stage 3 we could be looking at a much
bigger range. Keep your ears to the ground for more news,
we’ll have the full run down in a future issue. 

The Aero and EV3 weren’t the only Morgans on display
however, Krazy Horse had provided a car to be included
on the Cartier ‘Style et Luxe’ Concours d’Elegance,
where an unbelievable array of classics were on display,
including a gorgeous Talbot-Lago, Lamborghini Diablo
and a Brough Superior motorcycle. Again, the humble Mog
drew the crowds. 

Highlights from other manufacturers included the new
Lotus 3-Eleven, its new 450bhp sub-900kg sports car.
It’s set to be Lotus’s most expensive offering, at
£82,000-£115,000, and its fastest. Emerging from its
wooden crate at the festival, it looks not too dissimilar to
a blend between Lotus’s other offerings, the Evora and
Elise, but its performance figures tell a different story. With
a 0-60 of less than 3.0 seconds, it’s sniffing at the heels of
the fastest supercars.

GOODWOOD FESTIVAL OF SPEED 2015
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Aston Martin stretched the legs of its new Vulcan track
car, slightly pricier (ahem, £1.5m) than the Lotus. The
naturally aspirated 7.0-litre V12 certainly made its stamp
as it accelerated by. Ford debuted its new GT and RS,
McLaren ran its 570s Coupe and Volkswagen brought its
Golf R400. Plenty of fresh machinery to keep everyone
entertained. 

The usual fare of F1 cars, rally cars and classics tackled the
tarmac. Highlights included the Beast of Turin, a 28-litre four
cylinder pre-war Fiat which sounded like armageddon, and
on a more modern noisy note, Kimi Raikkonen drove a 2010
Ferrari F1 car (with that screaming naturally-aspirated V8).
Safe to say that there was probably some permanent hearing
damage over the weekend, not that anyone minded!

Overall, Goodwood delivered in spades as a must-visit
motor show, but then, what did we expect? And Morgan
managed to add some spice to the recipe with two cars at
the polar opposites of power unit design. 

They may be small, but Morgan was as diverse and
interesting as any manufacturer over the weekend. We can’t
wait to see what they bring to the table next year.
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“Aston Martin
stretched the

legs of its new
Vulcan track car”
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MONTLHÉRY OR BUST!
French wanted somewhere to test their cars non-stop at
speed for hours on end and, of course, they wanted
somewhere where they could watch those cars race against
each other at very high speeds. so in 1924, in just four
months, the banked circuit of Montlhéry was built with
the very first race on 4th october won by the darmont
Morgan of Marcel dhôme in front of a crowd of 50,000.
a few years later in 1928, gwenda stewart set a record for
driving her three-wheeled Morgan non-stop for an hour
averaging a speed of 101 ½ mph!

Just what is the chance? you get onto the
channel tunnel train and 30 seconds later,
up behind, comes a Morgan 4/4.  i hadn’t
seen it in the ‘holding’ car park – it came out

of nowhere. can these cars smell each other out? and no,
it wasn’t going where i was going. Just out for a birthday
treat to paris for the wife! aren’t Morgan people nice?

But i’m off with my mate pete to the Montlhéry
aerodrome just south of paris having left pickersleigh
road earlier in the day in a new Morgan 3 Wheeler
borrowed for the weekend from our favourite factory. it’ll
be a round trip of 840 miles heading to, what for me, is the
most exciting vintage motoring event in the world.

Montlhéry wasn’t the first ‘banked’ track (that accolade
belongs to Brooklands, of course) nor, indeed, was it the
second or the third. it was the fourth and it is the last.  Built
in response to Brooklands having to stop night-time
driving due to complaints from the locals about noise, the

J

“In 1924, in just four months, the
banked circuit of Montlhéry was
built with the very first race won
by the Darmont Morgan“

Words & photography by richard atherton
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MONTLHÉRY AERODROME 

And it’s not just Morgans, of course. There is the most
eclectic collection of cars imaginable. Bugattis are
everywhere. Then there are the Avion Voisins, the
Mercedes, the Bentleys, the Aston Martins, the Fraser
Nash’s, Rileys, Sunbeams, Alfa Romeos, Invictas and the
best collection of early cyclecars imaginable: Bédalias, De
Dions, Graftons, Amilcars, Salmsons, the list is a veritable
who’s who of classic vintage motor racing. And these are
the actual real deal cars that set world records and raced
pre-war. And don’t start me on the dozens of vintage and
veteran motorbikes there!

It’s an event supported by Morgan enthusiasts of all
persuasion (even those with the extra wheel); in the
special Morgan-only car park and on the first day  (of two)
I counted 48 Morgan cars from Aero 8s to 4/4s and M3Ws.

Quintin English from Worthing, Sussex, is no stranger
to organising Morgan tours and has helped many of his
Morgan friends enjoy weekends away such as this one to
Montlhéry: “We’re all having an absolute ball. This is
officially the third ‘Revival’ but similar events have been
going on since the 1990’s - we came to one in 2000. It sort
of dovetails with the Le Mans Classic every other year. In
2000, there was one three-wheeler going for a record and
we understand he was clocked at about 120mph. One
driver I spoke to said his car was shaking so much at
100mph that he couldn’t have seen the speedo if he’d
wanted to.”

So Montlhéry means a lot to the Morgan Three Wheeler
Club and since vintage meetings started again in 1999 they
have always supported it putting on high-speed displays
to wow the crowds. The original organiser of those events
was Jacques Protherat who sadly died a few years later in
2002. It was revived 10 years later to commemorate his
efforts being known as ‘Vintage Revival Montlhéry’ and
once again it was exclusively for pre-1941 cars.

Entering the circuit is an event in itself. Once you’ve
found it (it’s just outside the town hidden behind hills and
trees and in a valley) to get in you have to drive under the
circuit through a narrow passageway which opens out into
the inner arena. That’s when the noise of the cars hits you.
That and the fact that everywhere you look are vintage cars
of every description and smiling marshals pointing you in
the right direction. “Morgan, monsieur? Over there, you
have your own car park.” Wish my French was as good as
his English. Looking up you see that banked track with the
far, outer wall 40 feet above ground level. We park next to
it. That close.

“One driver said his car was
shaking so much at 100mph that
he couldn’t have seen the speedo
if he’d wanted to”
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What makes this event unique is the fact that it is put
on for the participants only. As a rule it’s not open to the
general public and it’s not advertised. Word of mouth only.
No, you don’t have to enter a car and if you turn up wanting
to get in to watch, you can. (Hence the 48 Morgans in the
car park.) And there’s no segregation between visitors and
vintage car owner/drivers. It’s part of the whole event. You
can stop and chat to owners about their cars and, if there’s
space going, sometimes you can even cadge a ride. It
happens all the time. All you need is a crash helmet and
the nerve to ask. 

As Morgan visitor Keith Gibbins commented: “It’s like
Brooklands but still in one piece – unlike Brooklands! And
with such an amazing variety of cars and bikes that you
won’t see anywhere else. I’ll definitely be coming again, so
long as Quintin English organises it!”

But what does it take to arrange an event such as this?
The two organisers are Vincent Chamon in France and
Jean-Frederic ‘Freddie’ Frot, a Frenchman now living
in Lancashire and a member of The Morgan Three
Wheeler Club:

“We start working on this when the last one finishes. It’s
getting more and more popular so we now have to be extra
careful about the selection of cars we take and the
allocation of grid space. We had 252 cars this year
(including the 36 Morgan three-wheelers) and about 100
motorcycles. And more and more people want to just
come in and watch. But the emphasis will always be on
driving your cars around the track. 

With UK support for the event led by The Morgan
Three Wheeler Club’s ‘Sporting Section’ one of the 36
Morgan three wheelers registered to go around the track
is being driven by Tim Gray. His passenger is his
mum, Annette Gray. And it’s Tim who least spares the
horses. The top lane of the banked section 40 feet up from
ground is at such an angle that you couldn’t stand on it.
And to stay up there in a car you have to be going at over
100mph. It’s scary! But by pre-arrangement with a few
of the people he regularly races against they manage to
put on a ‘Red Devils’ style driving display. Four in a row
or in a diamond formation. It’s the big crowd pleaser of
the weekend!

“It’s not as mad as it looks,” he says. “We race against
each other all the time so we know how the other reacts
and the fact that they know how we react and what we’re
doing. It’s a trust thing. 

“My car is a 1932 Super Sport that I’ve race prepared
myself – it’s what I do for a living! We’re not allowed to
attach GoPros this year so that’s my Mum holding one up
in the air you can see all the time. No, she’s not asking if
she can get out!”

But how does Mum feel about it? “I’ve always
passengered Tim and there’s no-one else in the world that
I trust at high speed as much as him. He doesn’t just race
Morgans you know, he’s one of the best up-and-coming
young drivers around so don’t be too surprised if you see
him driving some car or other at a circuit near you. Or,
better, still come and watch him race his Morgan.”
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“We wouldn’t be able to manage it without the fantastic
army of 50 volunteers who shepherd and guide all the
visitors throughout the weekend. They are key to the
successful creation of such a relaxed, welcoming
atmosphere and everyone does it for the love of vintage
cars. Nobody gets paid. They get their meals and a set of
overalls – they’re known as ‘the staff ’ not marshalls.

“We’re very proud of the fact that it is a very European
event with cars from countries all over Europe that are
seldom seen outside that country and we’re proud of the
fact that we don’t have big sponsors telling us what to do.”

Juergen and Ingred Mombour are first timers having
brought their 1932 Beetleback Super Sport all the way
from Berlin: “It’s an event I’ve heard about from Morgan
friends and I have to say that the experience of driving
around the track is something I will never forget. It was
certainly worth the 1,000km drive from Berlin. I don’t
know of another event like this. It couldn’t happen in
Germany, there’d be barriers and marshals everywhere.”

At the end of the two-day event all visitors are allowed
on the track to ‘parade’ around the circuit led by a pace car.
Quintin English has fond memories of the last time he did
this: “The best bit is the parade at the end. Two years ago
the pace car didn’t understand the meaning of the word
‘pace’ and I got overtaken by a bicycle!”

But that won’t put him off coming again to an event that
he went on to describe as “magical”. And it would take
magic to stop me from returning to the next Vintage
Revival to watch the Morgan Three Wheeler Club put on
their display again in two years’ time. Book now for 2017. 

PS 840 miles in a new Morgan Three Wheeler? Didn’t
miss a beat. The only way to travel I would say. Now pass
me that cushion...

PPS Quintin English can be contacted via
travel@hopmog.co.uk

“If there’s space going,
sometimes you can even cadge
a ride. It happens all the time.
All you need is a crash helmet
and the nerve to ask”
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On The Record
with JON WELLS

The study suggests that the motor 
industry is facing a push towards cars 
offering an experience, rather than 
simply a function. Do you agree? 
I suggest that is certainly true. The 
automotive world has felt the impact 
of the recent recession and consumers 
are now more inclined to invest 

in products, cars or possessions 
that carry more personal value. 
As a result, many marques have 
started to promote bespoke design, 
individual customisation or a tailored 
experience. In truth, this is something 
Morgan ownership has always been 
synonymous with. Within a saturated 

market, with so many product 
offerings, I think it is more important 
than ever that the customer is able 
to share a positive story about the 
entire experience they have enjoyed; 
beyond just the vehicle itself. Co-
designing your own car, and meeting 
the craftsman that do this for you, adds    
so much inherent value to the user    
and this positive experience is vital to 
our reputation. 

Beyond the purchasing process, 
and in terms of the design detail, there 
has certainly been more attention 
paid to how people interact with their 
vehicles in recent years. This can be 
in the form of in-car entertainment, 
clever electronic aids, new technology 
to enhance driving enjoyment, or 
could be as simple as ensuring that the 
point-of-touch materials used reflect 
the car’s intentions. 

User friendly, intelligent and 
ergonomic design is all part of ensuring 
a positive experience is obtained. 

A recent study from the Design Council and Warwick Business 
School entitled “Should we design cars or user experiences?” 
claims that the car buying public are becoming more and more 
interested in owning a vehicle that offers an experience rather 
than just a means of getting from A to B. Of course, Morgan 
has been at the forefront of building emotive and involving 
cars since its inception, but could this increased desire have 
any effect? Or could it make Morgan adapt its approach to car 
building? MOG sat down with Morgan’s Head of Design, Jon 
Wells, to find out more. 

Is A Car Just A Car, Or 
Is It More Than That? 
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With an offering such as Morgan, 
which is a very personalised product, 
do you think you’re ahead of the game 
in terms of the study’s findings? 
Morgan strives to adhere to five core 
values with everything we do. These 
are ‘personal’, ‘craftsmanship’, ’fun’, 
‘British’ and ‘tailored’. As you can see, 
these attributes are akin to ensuring 
an enjoyable experience. These 
values are felt by everyone in the 
Morgan community and are arguably 
as relevant to ownership as the actual 
vehicle chosen. Each car offers a 
different and unrivalled driving 
experience but the excitement    
really begins at the point of deciding 
to have Morgan build your own car 
for you. 

This ethos is not something 
invented recently to entice a new 
audience, so yes, you could say we 
are the masters in this field.

It is also relevant to note that we 
are seeing a lot of ‘classic inspired’ 
design cues across many industries, 
especially automotive. (Think Mini, 
Fiat 500, Jaguar and Land Rover 
Heritage, David Brown, Eagle, etc.) 
Perhaps the intention is to draw from 
bygone eras in an attempt to relate 
with the customer’s own nostalgic 
experiences. It goes without saying 
that this positions Morgan in a good 
place today!

Successful product design goes 
beyond simply aesthetic, luxury or 
financial consideration; it should also 

relate to the user’s functional and 
emotional desires in order to create a 
positive user experience. 

There was a strong push on 
technology in the report, with it 
being suggested that a more involved 
carmaker/IT crossover would be of 
benefit. Where does Morgan stand 
with this? 
Technological advances are important 
for the growth and capability of every 
company. Many cars surround you 
with technology at every point of 
contact and this technology continually 
changes the occupant’s interaction with 
driving, often for the better. 

Whilst Morgan is always striving 
to improve product performance, we 
use cutting edge tech from a slightly 
different stand point. We partner 
with industry leading design software 
developers, have digital simulation 
and analysis technology on site, use 
the latest electronics and technologies 
from BMW and even have a 3D 
printer… but all of these assets are in 
place to enable us to continue coach-
building cars. 

This tech enables more efficiency 
in build and enables our craftsman to 
practice their craft to a higher standard. 
The intention is not to change what it 
is that people love about the last true 
hand built car, but simply to ensure 
we can continue to practice our core 
values whilst staying competitive in a 
rapidly evolving industry.

Will there be an increased 
application of technology           
within future Morgans to enhance 
the ‘experience’? 
Visiting the Morgan factory, and/or 
creating your own car are unrivalled 
experiences. The challenge we face 
is “bottling” that sensation and 
promoting it. Advances in digital, 
video and web technology allow my 
design team to display these messages 
better and better each month. 
Improvements in engine performance, 
power, and efficiency means our 
cars stay relevant to today’s market. 
Huge, ongoing R&D programmes 
are promising some very dynamic 
and exciting vehicles will appear at 
Pickersleigh Road in the coming years.

Is there anything you would like 
to implement into the current 
Morgan range to further solidify the 
ownership experience? 
Of course. With so much potential as 
a marque, such talented engineers and 
craftsmen, there will always be room 
to expand our offerings. We coach-
build a popular classic car, with so 
many charming ingredients that make 
it a ‘Morgan’. It’s always interesting to 
explore how those ingredients could 
translate into a new ‘classic’ design.

As it stands, I’m not sure anyone 
in the automotive world offers, 
as standard, a new car purchasing 
experience that comes close and that’s 
something we are very proud of. 
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Highly Sprung

Supply Heroes
EIBACH UK

NAME OF THE COMPANY: 
Eibach UK

GENERAL MANAGER: 
GREG KIRBY

LOCATION: 
LEICESTER

LINK WITH MORGAN:
SUPPLIER OF SPRINGS

Many will have heard of suspension giants, Eibach. They 
provide springs to nearly all the big players in motorsport, 
including manufacturers competing in F1 and Le Mans. Tried 
and tested in the fires of competitive racing, and using the 
same materials and technology, these springs are also on 
your Morgan. We speak to Greg Kirby, General Manager, to 
find out more about these world-class coils.

How did Eibach begin, what is     
your history?
Eibach is a family-owned German 
company (Eibach is the surname of 
the owner’s family), which started 65 
years ago. We now have two factories 
in Germany, one in the USA and one 
in China. In the beginning, we made 
high precision springs for motorsport 
but have since broadened our 
portfolio to cover almost all aspects of 
automotive, with a strong presence in 
the industrial spring market, too. 

We still supply high-quality springs 
to the motorsport market, from F1 
through BTCC, WRC and Le Mans 
(we are also world technical partners 
of both Audi Sport and Ford’s 
World rally team, M-Sport).  Now 
we’ve also added OEM supply to 
companies such as McLaren, Lotus, 
Ferrari, Bugatti, BMW, as well as 
the Morgan Motor Company. Our 
specialist design skills have even 
found application on various British        
Army vehicles.

How did the relationship between 
Eibach and Morgan come about?
Morgan Motor Company has always 
been a ‘must have’ customer and our 
previous MD was a Morgan fanatic 
and owner, so I believe the business 
came about as a function of Eibach 
pursuing Morgan!

How long have you been working 
with Morgan?
Eibach have been supplying Morgan 
since 1997 (18 years).
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1952 MORGAN PLUS 4 SUPERB AND 
RESTORED BY US IN 2006 AND HARDLY

USED SINCE.
READY TO RACE!

CONTACT US FOR MORE
INFORMATION.

1949 MORGAN 4/4 STANDARD SPECIAL
ENGINE £25,000.

NEW IN 1993 PLUS 4 32565 MILES
1 PREVIOUS OWNER £23,950

2013 MORGAN ROADSTER 3.7 LTR
7400 MILES

www.beamishmorgan.com
info@beamishmorgan.com
Tel. 0044 (0) 1207 288 760

Tuning / Servicing
Crash Repair.

SUPPLY HEROES: EIBACH UK

exactly like the original design 
engineer intended and will do so for a 
very long time to come!

Why do you think Eibach and 
Morgan work well together? Do you 
think it’s important to keep things 
UK based?
Eibach UK is the British arm of a 
German company. We are able to 
provide Morgan with a personal 
and flexible design and manufacture 
service. Morgan are a low volume, 
premium manufacturer, as are we, 
so we both share the same views on 
quality – as in ‘only the best will do’.  
Although our company is German, 
I believe that Eibach UK exists to 
provide a personal and more focused 
care for UK customers.

Which other car manufacturers do 
you supply?
In the UK we supply McLaren (all 
road and motorsport vehicles), Lotus 
(all road and motorsport), Ariel 
(all road vehicles), Caterham (all 
vehicles), Jaguar Land Rover (for SVO 
vehicles, such as XKRS-GT, Project 

What is it you supply to them? 
Which cars use your products?
Eibach supply springs to Morgan.  
In the past these have been for 4/4,      
Plus 4 and Plus 8 models and we 
are now proud to include the high-
performance Aero 8 in this list.

What are the advantages of using 
your equipment?
Eibach are generally regarded as one 
of the best spring manufacturers in 

the world, as evidenced by the long 
list of high-profile customers who 
have also made this choice. Our 
springs adhere to very tight tolerances 
(industry leading) on ‘Spring Rate’ 
and ‘Dimensional Stability’. Our 
corrosion protection coatings have 
been developed to exceed the very 
high demands of many of the world’s 
premium OEMs, such as Daimler 
Chrysler and VW Group. This means 
that every Morgan rides and handles 
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7 etc), also their armoured versions – 
which includes the Prime Minister’s 
car! We also supply various armoured 
car builders, such as MacNeillie and 
Jankel. Globally, we cater for Bugatti 
(Veyron), Ferrari, Maserati, BMW 
(M3), Porsche and VW Group.

Why do you think Morgan chose 
Eibach over your competitors?
For our quality, flexibility, attention 
to detail and local representation (in 
Eibach UK).

What technologies and innovations 
do you use?
Eibach use CNC cold coiling to make 
Morgan’s springs, this is both a very 
precise and also cost-effective process 
(not requiring the hardening and 
tempering processes of a hot coiled 
spring).  We make Morgan’s springs 
using a very high strength grade of 
silicone chrome spring steel, which 
produces a very lightweight but 
durable spring – it is also the same 
grade of steel that we have used in the 
design of some F1 springs! 

The key to a spring’s quality is 

three-fold: material grade, design 
and manufacturing process. Our 
technology lies in the empirical 
knowledge of both the design of the 
springs and the bespoke tooling used 
in the manufacturing process. This 
is what sets us apart from ‘normal’ 
spring manufacturers.

What’s the future for Eibach?         
Any new products in the works?
Eibach have already successfully 
taken hollow steel Anti-Roll Bar 
(ARB) technologies over from 
premium high volume OEM business 
and into low volume OEM and 
performance aftermarket markets 
– so all can benefit from about 
45% weight reduction for a given 
stiffness. The next evolutionary step 
is the development of the hollow               
steel spring! 

Also we are providing similar weight 
saving to the ARB case, without 
sacrificing durability or significantly 
increasing the space required to 
package the spring on a vehicle; most 
fibre reinforced polymer lightweight 
springs have a far larger wire diameter 

than their steel counterparts and 
therefore not only require more 
packaging space, but also have ‘knock 
on’ engineering change requirements 
on other  interfacing components. 
This technology will soon be rolled 
out in the UK! 
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Art, so we’ve been 
reliably told, is very 
much a subjective affair. 
Much like cars, there 

is an ocean of possibilities, tastes, 
opinions and desires. As such, 
combining the two should, in theory, 
double the risk in terms of ending up 
with something that appeals to the 

palate of both the art lover and the 
budding motorist. 

It’s a formula that is still in 
practice today, with the normal 
amalgamation of the two resulting in 
nothing more than naff products or 
prints that try to reach out to lovers 
of cars and art but fall desperately 
short of the mark. Think about the 

Iconic Mogs

Painting 
By Numbers
The big selling point of a Morgan is that it can be 
personalised. If, however, you are world-renowned artist 
Kristian von Hornsleth, you need to look a bit further than 
the brochure. 

A

last time you went to a car show 
and you’ll be able to recall the trade 
stands offering the kind of ‘art’ we’re 
talking about, and it’s not good. 

If, however, you take a world- 
famous artist and let him loose on a 
world-famous car, you’re pretty much 
ahead of the game. If you do it live, 
on the back of a truck, as it meanders 
through the streets of London for 
the Lord Mayor’s Parade, you’re 
definitely onto a winner. Lucky 
really, because way back in 2010, 
that’s exactly what Morgan did with 
the help of Kristian von Hornsleth 
and a lot of paint. Oh, and a nervous, 
once white, Morgan 4/4. 

The idea was simple. Morgan 
was invited to take part in the Lord 
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“While some would argue 
it’s not a scheme befitting 
of a Morgan, you certainly 
can’t argue that it fails to 
draw the eye”
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Mayor’s Parade, which was a great 
event for the British company to 
showcase its cars. But, rather than 
just drive around in some cars, 
the team at Morgan approached 
Hornsleth (we’re not being rude, he 
markets himself by his surname) and 
asked if he’d like to put his mark on 
a 4/4, an opportunity that promptly 
extracted an enthusiastic yes from 
the Danish conceptual artist. 

Now we’re not quite on a level 
to channel the thoughts, words and 
manner of explaining art as Sister 
Wendy, so do bear with us. What we 
are able to say is that Hornsleth’s style 
is vivid, wild, chaotic and exciting. 
You can clearly identify that when 
you look at the car on these pages, it’s 

a feast for the eyes, and while some 
would argue it’s not a scheme befitting 
of a Morgan, you certainly can’t argue 
that it fails to draw the eye of the 
observer with ease. 

It’s not just the art itself. The very 
manner in which it was applied to 
the one white 4/4 takes the notion 
of a canvas or still, quiet and sterile 
environment and blows it right out of 
the art supplies aisle of HobbyCraft. 
Hornsleth did all this on a truck – a 
truck that was motoring through 
London as part of the parade. That’s 
madness on a whole new level, but 
in a weird way, it’s also very ‘on 
message’ with the Morgan brand. 

The point of this exercise wasn’t 
just to splash some paint on a 
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car, it was also to show what the 
Morgan brand represents. The goal 
was to exemplify the energy and 
personalisation that comes with a 
Morgan car. Okay, so it goes without 
saying that a paint job like this 
wouldn’t be everyone’s first choice, 
but you have to admit, the finished 
article doesn’t actually look that out 
of place. 

If you did this to a 1955 4/4 it 
would be a very different matter, 
because the car was very much of the 
time – it was the norm in terms of 
sports cars. Painting it a rainbow of 
colours with the slogan ‘Product of 
Love’ down the side would have had 
all those people living in black and 
white all ruffled up and alarmed. 

Today though, Morgan cars 

stand not only as a testament to 
the company itself, but also to the 
British outlook and with that, our 
acceptance of things out of the 
ordinary. Think about it, a company 
such as Morgan wouldn’t have 
survived in the format it has in 
America or even Europe. But here, 
on its home soil, the motoring world 
has let Morgan get on with it and 
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no rule, no predetermined path. 
Morgan, much like the wild strokes 
of Hornsleth’s hands, takes pride in 
being the outsider, the weird kid or 
the loud mate. And furthermore, 
neither is ashamed to be that way. 

The resulting car not only did the 
Mayor’s Parade, it was also present 
at Milan Fashion Week in 2011, as 
well as being an exhibit in a number 
or galleries. It was persuaded out 
many, many times, and each time, 
the car underneath gained as much 
curiosity and admiration as the paint 
on top of it, further solidifying that 
the decision to go ahead with this 
project was the right one. 

It also served as a key means 
for Morgan to attract the younger 
customer who, for the best part, has 

ICONIC MOGS

do whatever makes it happy. When 
compared to the modern offerings 
from the world’s car manufacturers, 
Morgan is an enigma – a perfect 
representation of vehicular 
eccentricity. It follows no form, 

the wrong idea about the cars. They 
were perceived as old and slow, but 
once brought in by the dazzling art it 
was easy for Morgan to educate and 
enlighten, explaining the modern 
mechanical nature of these most 
classic-looking of cars. 

All in all, the project was a massive 
success and brought great feedback 
and interest for carmaker and 
artist alike. But it only came  about 
through Morgan’s willingness to 
put itself out there, to break from 
the mould and to be seen in a new 
way. It just goes to show that while 
the general aesthetic of Morgan cars 
may be that of a classic nature, the 
methodology behind their continued 
and growing success is down to being 
young at heart. 
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Harry and Ruth in the doorway of Chestnut Villa, next to the factory, c.1914.

There is a well-known 
adage which states that an 
Englishman’s home is his castle. 
Everyone needs a refuge from 
the pressures of work, none 
more so than the captains 
of industry and those at the 
forefront of the automotive 
business. For HFS Morgan, 
commitment to his business 
didn’t stop at the manufacture 
of vehicles; most weekends 
were dedicated to proving them 
in competition and so leisure 
time with his family was rare 
and consequently valued. 

There’s 
No Place             
Like Home

family album.indd   52 26/06/2015   12:27:43



053www.mogmag.co.uk

FAMILY ALBUM

Chestnut Villa, the Morgan family home in Worcester Road, with 
the original factory alongside, c.1914.

Fern Lodge in Worcester Road, where the Morgan family lived from 1925 to 1935. 
HFS Morgan’s Rolls Royce can be seen alongside the main entrance.

Harry and Ruth on the children’s see-saw 
in the front garden of Chestnut Villa, c.1920.

Morgan came from a relatively wealthy 
background, the family home in Stoke 
Lacy where he spent his formative 
years was a fine house and the Morgans 
lived in comparative luxury. Harry’s 
first independent home, however, was 
a somewhat more modest affair known 
as Chestnut Villa, purchased in 1905 
and situated in Malvern Link close to 
the railway station, in the grounds of 
which he built his garage alongside 
the house.  Morgan initially shared 
the house with his business partner 
Leslie Bacon who rented some of 
the rooms. The two men enjoyed the 
relative freedom of youth and, together 
with their friends, the brothers Robert 
and George Stephenson-Peach, spent  
much of their leisure time driving 
motor cars, often to the displeasure of 
the local constabulary!

Leslie quit the partnership around 
1910 when the idea of building cars 
rather than selling them seemed to be 
a rather risky venture, and left Morgan 
as the sole proprietor of the fledgling 
motor company and the sole occupant 
of Chestnut Villa. Morgan’s bachelor 
status was however brief and after a 
few occasional lady acquaintances 
(including Robert and George’s sister 
Mary), in June 1912 Harry married 
Ruth Day. Ruth was the daughter 
of the Rev Archibald Day, vicar of 
St Matthias Church at the end of 
Redland Road, just a few hundred 
yards away from Harry’s garage in 
Malvern Link. Chestnut Villa became 
the marital home of Harry and Ruth 
and subsequently a family home when 
the couple’s five children were born 
between 1913 and 1919, Peter, the 
only boy, being the youngest. 

In an interview many years later, 
Peter recalled the rhythmic beat 
of the gas engine which powered 

the workshop machinery. It could 
be heard throughout the house, 
accompanied by other workshop 
noises which often woke him in 
the morning. This was one of the 
drawbacks of living so close to the 
factory; there was no real escape   
from the pressures of running his 
business. There was even a short 
connecting passage between the 
factory and the house.

With the success of his business and 
the construction of a new factory in 
Pickersleigh Road, Harry Morgan was 
now a very wealthy man. With much 
of the production now moved to the 
new site, Morgan no longer needed to 
live alongside the original workshops 
and therefore in 1925 he relocated 
the family to a large elegant Victorian 
house a few hundred yards further up 
Worcester Road, known as Fern Lodge 

“THIS WAS ONE OF THE DRAWBACKS OF 
LIVING SO CLOSE TO THE FACTORY; THERE WAS 
NO REAL ESCAPE FROM THE PRESSURES OF 
RUNNING HIS BUSINESS”

– something of a misnomer since this 
was no Lodge, but a substantial house.

Fern Lodge was set in extensive 
grounds, which included two tennis 
courts and a croquet lawn, plus 
a motor house which provided 
accommodation for several cars 
including the Rolls Royce which Harry 
now drove. There was also a large 
orangery on the western side of the 
house. The Morgans were a prominent 
family in Malvern society throughout 
the 1920s and early 1930s. They held 
fashionable parties in the grounds of 
the house and hosted many well-
known people from the motor industry 
and motor racing.

Behind Fern Lodge, set on high 
ground alongside the railway line, 
was Link School where Peter Morgan 
was educated before he moved on to 
Oundle School, at the age of 13 in 1933. 
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During the 1930s, HFS Morgan 
progressively handed over the 
day-to-day running of the factory 
to works manager George Goodall. 
His daughters were now eligible 
young ladies and to ensure better 
prospects for his children he decided 
to move the family closer to London. 
In 1935, Morgan purchased a large 
country house at Cannon Hill, Bray, 
near Maidenhead. Why he chose 
Maidenhead is uncertain since as 
far as it is known, there was no prior 
connection with this area. The 
new house at Bray reflected HFS 

Peter Morgan visits his father at San Stefano, Braywick Road, in the early 1940s. Peter is driving his Morgan 4-4 with wife Jane in the 
passenger seat. HFS Morgan’s 4-4 Coupé is parked in the background with white painted edges to the wings, required for night-time driving 
during blackout conditions throughout the War years.

Morgans’ considerable wealth at that 
time since Cannon Hill was a grand 
building with extensive grounds.

The Morgan family lived at 
Cannon Hill for just five years until 
the outbreak of war transformed 
their lives. HFS had agreed to make 
the house available to the Mond 
Nickel Company in the event of war, 
believing that this would not happen, 
however with hostilities now a 
reality, the house was requisitioned. 
The Morgan family therefore moved 
to a small house in nearby Braywick 
Road, called San Stefano, which 

remained their home until the end 
of the conflict. Peter Morgan and 
his wife Jane moved to the Lodge 
nearby on the Cannon Hill estate, 
although Peter spent much of the 
wartime years away from home with 
the Army.

After the war, Harry and Ruth 
Morgan’s last home was a house 
called Oakwood on the Cannon Hill 
estate and they remained here until 
Harry’s death in 1959.

Thanks to Dr Jake Alderson for his 
assistance in the preparation of this article.

The Morgan family relax in the grounds of Fern Lodge next to the tennis courts.

Cannon Hill, Bray, near Maidenhead. The Rev George 
Morgan is in the foreground with Harry’s Rolls Royce.

The Morgan family enjoy a game of volleyball with 
friends in the grounds of Cannon Hill.
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This could well be the best-looking car we’ve featured in Pitch Prowler. It’s a
1951 Morgan drop head coupe, from a time when motoring was glorious, mainly
because that petrol-powered pursuit utilised masterpieces such as this. 

The interior is a stunning place to be and it’s been
brought back to the highest possible standards.
The leather has been fed and restored, the wood is
all original, having been removed and re-polished
before being refitted. All the chrome gleams and
everything works as it should. The new owner
should be aware that such an interior will need
love, such as leather feeds and polish on the wood
and chrome. However, we can’t think of a better
way to spend a rainy Sunday in the garage –
there’s not one part of this car that wouldn’t be a
joy to polish or look at. 

One thing that Morgans are particularly well known for is their
instantly recognisable shape, something that, for the best part,
hasn’t changed much over the last 10 decades. However, that’s not
to say there weren’t cars that broke the mould during that time, a
case in point being this stunning drop head coupe version. 

With its tall doors, shorter roof line and flat nose, this is
one of those cars that broke away from the traditional
image of Malvern’s finest, and it’s all the better for it. It’s
elegant in its proportions and as such it looks regal,
purposeful and above all, beautiful. 

The car you see here has been the recent recipient
of a great deal of love. Having undergone an
intensive rebuild, which has left no bolt
unturned. Also, there are no prizes for
guessing that it’s been treated to new
paint as well. Other than the new splash
of subtle gunmetal grey, the restoration has
been sympathetic and carried out with a firm
hand on the car’s originality, so nothing has
been modified or changed for the sake of it. This
is probably about as close as you can get to buying
a brand new 1950s Morgan! 

It’s a car with history, too. While it is indeed sad that
it spent a great deal of its life feeling neglected in a barn,
it’s not all bad news. In 1951, this very car was Morgan’s
motorshow display model, showing the driven world just
what the Malvern company was capable of. It’s a slice of
Morgan history, and it could be yours. 

The odometer reads 38,000, which could
well be original. While the car looks stunning
now, that wasn’t always the case – it spent
several decades locked up in a barn prior to
its extensive rebuild. However, it could be
238,000 – the fact is that after such a
thorough rebuild, the mileage is a moot point
– this is basically a brand new 1951 car. 
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The 2.0 engine has been completely
rebuilt, resulting in a powerplant that is,
in essence, brand new. Old cars can be
somewhat of an unknown quantity in
terms of their mechanicals, but that’s not
the case here. The car starts on the button
and pulls well, it also sounds glorious as it
sucks in the air through twin carbs.
However, there is a caveat for the budding
buyer, and that’s the consideration that
old engines, no matter how good, will
need a degree of constant tweaking and
love. This car comes from an age when
being the home mechanic was a real skill.
If you’re not comfortable on the spanners,
you need to make sure you have easy
access to someone who does. The drop head coupe offers a variety of options for the

driver. You can have the roof full down, in a traditional
convertible style. You can have it half open, exposing
your noggin to the wind and the world without
needing to be fully exposed – particularly handy on
those windy days. Then,  of course, you can have the
roof up and in the process, cocoon yourself in all that
leather and wood. The choice is yours! And you’ll be

able to choose with confidence care of the restored
hood mechanics and covering. 

FOR SALE
Are you sitting there, mentally working out what savings you’ll have to cash in to buy this beauty?
Of course you are. On that note, you’ll be pleased to hear that this Morgan, despite its extensive
restoration and regal ‘park it outside The Ivy’ looks, is not actually that expensive. It can be yours for
just £32,000 – a bargain in our book! If you want to know more, you need to contact Vintage &
Prestige Fine Motorcars. You can do that on 01375 379719 or via www.vintagerollsroycecars.com

£32,000 
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MORGANS FOR SALE

MAIN DEALER

www.allonwhite-cars.net

MOTSCAR SALES SERVICING RESTORATIONS INTERIORS

As a Morgan dealer for nearly 50 
years, we pride ourselves on our 
expert knowledge and enthusiasm 
for all things Morgan.
We can supply new Morgans in a matter 
of months and always have an excellent 
range of used Morgans in our showroom.

Arranging test drives is never a problem, 
and if you want to sample a Morgan for a 
longer period before buying, then we hire 
out these wonderful cars as well.

In our well equipped workshops, our 
experienced technicians and coach 
trimmers can carry out all work from 
routine servicing to full restorations to 
new interiors.

0844 573 1964
High Street, Cranfield, Beds, MK43 0BS Email: sales@allonwhite.co.uk

1979 Morgan 4/4
Bronze metallic with antique stone leather, 
stone coloured hood and tonneau, spots, 
owned by same family from new.  £18,995

1997 Morgan 4/4
Black with black leather, walnut dash, tonneau, 
mesh grill, rod mirror, eared spinners, map 
light, Moto-lita, luggage rack.  £19,950

1990 Morgan +8
Royal Ivory, grey leather piped cream, custom 
wood dashboard, Simmonds hood, luggage 
rack, reclining seats, many extras.  £27,750

1994 Morgan +8 
Connaught Green, ivory leather, clock, walnut 
dash, reclining sports seats, mohair hood, DAB 
radio/CD, luggage rack, 1 owner.   £30,995

2012 Morgan 3 Wheeler
Superdry limited edition model, uprated Spax 
suspension, intercom, tonneau, 2014 model 
year upgrades, Toad immobiliser.  £29,500

2007 Morgan Aero 8 Series 3
Metallic Gunmetal Grey, mulberry leather, red 
Mohair roof, radio/CD, air con, excellent 
condition and only 2,800 miles.  £49,500
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Race Report

Twenty-four Morgans 
were entered for the 
race, however only 23 
made it to qualifying as 

Dominic House’s car hit the barriers 
during the Friday testing session. The 
qualifying track was very slippery, 
not the best conditions when you 
are heading towards a banked wall 
at over 100mph, hoping the car 

doesn’t slide! The fact that the Spa 
Summer Classic race weekend was 
also coming up meant there was a 
degree of nervousness among some 
of the drivers not wanting to risk a 
high-speed slide along the wall – leave 
that for NASCAR drivers. However, 
Keith Ahlers defied the weather and 
took pole position about 1.5 seconds 
ahead of the next racer, wet weather 

Rumbling at Rockingham
Early June saw the AR Motorsport Morgan Challenge travel to the 
Rockingham Motor Speedway in Northamptonshire, a track unique in the 
UK as it was originally built as an oval race circuit with four sweeping 
and banked corners. More recently it has been developed to include two 
infield circuit combinations so that it appeals more to touring cars and 
club racing. Love it or hate it, it is still unusual and challenging whichever 
circuit configuration is used. During this race weekend most races, 
including the Morgans, used the International Supersports car layout. The 
Mogs pushed hard in damp and slippery conditions on the steep, banked 
corners for a taste of champagne. Andrew Thompson reports.

T

Sponsored by WWW.PILOTI.UK.COM    
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specialist, Christian McCarty. Third 
on the grid came from the impressive 
performance of Elliot Paterson in his 
first senior race and the first time out 
in his Class B Roadster. 

A few hours later and the weather 
had improved slightly, meaning the 
Morgan race was run under rain-free 
skies, although the track remained 
slippery. As the red lights went out, 
the massive rumble of a dozen V8 
engines and the whine of the V6 
engines reverberated around the 
concrete bowl filling the venue with 
noise. But the action off the start line 
was anything but predictable with 
Keith Ahlers unable to get the circa 
400bhp from his fearsome Plus 8 down 
on the track and promptly got engulfed 
by the pursuing pack. He spent the 
next three laps fighting his way past 
McCarty, Paterson and Tom Andrew 
to take back the lead of the race. 

Will Plant was piloting his fast 
Class A 4/4 up through the pack 
from ninth and was soon closing on 
the leaders. Meanwhile Elliot and 
Christian were enjoying an epic battle 
that lasted race long. By lap 6 the 
safety car came out to slow the pack 
down after Simon Scott slid into the 
gravel at the end of School Straight. 
However, in true Morgan racing 
fashion and with the support of some 
excellent marshalling, he managed 
to get his car going, escape the gravel 
and re-joined the race. When the 
safety car came in, the pack was nicely 
bunched up and some racers played 
the restart well: especially Will Plant 
who moved up to second place.

Further down the field the Class D 
racers, Henry Williams and seasoned 
pro, Jack Bellinger, enjoyed a great 
battle. Tim Parsons of Class R and 
Simon Baines of Class B enjoyed 
close racing, eventually deciding 
the last position in the top 10 with 
Parsons pulling just ahead for the 
chequered flag. 

The final finishing order was Keith 
Ahlers as race winner, who unusually 
had to do some overtaking to secure 
his race win, Will Plant in second, 
Christian McCarty in third and Elliot 
Paterson in forth. Tom Andrew came 
in fifth and was the first placed Class 
R racer in his mighty Aero GT, then 

came Tony Lees, Russell Paterson 
and Jonathan Edwards, all Class 
B racers. ‘Driver of the Race’ was 
awarded to Elliot Paterson for his 
monumental battle with Christian 
McCarty, especially as it was his first 
senior race.

The next race meeting sees a 
record grid of almost 50 Morgans at 
the marvellous Spa-Francorchamps 
circuit in Belgium for a double 
header race. Keep an eye on the 
Morgan Challenge Facebook page for 

photos and news and in due course 
the race report and points will be 
listed on www.morganchallenge.
co.uk. Following Spa, the next 
round of the Challenge will be at 
Silverstone for the ever-popular 
Bentley Drivers Meeting on 1st 
August and then at Brands Hatch for 
the Morgan Sports Car Club Race 
Meeting on 31st August, where there 
will be a distinctly party atmosphere 
as the Morgan Challenge celebrates 
its 30th anniversary. 

racing.indd   60 26/06/2015   12:29:12



061www.mogmag.co.uk

RACE REPORT

TOP THREE

Position Class Racer

1 A Keith Ahlers

2 A William Plant

3 B Christian McCarty

“As the red lights went out 
the massive rumble of a 
dozen V8 engines and the 
whine of the V6 engines 
reverberated around the 
concrete bowl”
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Book Review
MORGAN SPORTS CARS – THE LAWRENCE TUNE YEARS 1961 - 1964

The Morgan Motor 
Company is sometimes 
seen as a custodian of the 
past due to the shape of 

the traditional (now referred to as classic 
range) model, which apart from being 
a tad wider, has, to the eye, remained 
largely unchanged for over 60 years. Of 
course, this statement is not true; the 
models produced by the factory this week 
will be far more advanced than those 
produced even five years ago and have to 
comply with some of the most stringent 
motor legislation on the planet.  These 
developments have been driven under 
the watchful eye of two great automotive 
engineers, HFS and Peter Morgan, with 
many of the developments made during 
the 1960s.  

Morgan Sports Cars – The Lawrence 
Tune Years 1961-1964 is the third in a 
series of books from the Jake Alderson and 
Chris Chapman stable, which charts the 
development and competition history of 
the four-wheeled Morgan. This time they 
are concentrating on  a four-year period, 
which on the competition side includes 
the Le Mans project, the domestic racing 
scene and the SLRs which were developed 
for the sole purpose of competing with 
some of the best and most powerful 
cars from the era – the fact they are also 
beautiful cars is a bonus. 

The clue is in the title of the book, 
as much of the research undertaken 
by the authors has focused on Chris 
Lawrence and Peter Morgan, who are both 
inextricably linked with the development 
of the car during the early 1960s. Lawrence 

is, of course, best known as the architect 
behind many of the technical aspects 
used on the Plus 4 Super Sports that was 
recently featured in MOG Mag. 

I dread to imagine how many hours must 
have been spent and miles travelled by 
the authors, in the pursuit of interviewing 
anyone who could add another element to 
the story. You only have to read through 
the list of acknowledgements at the end of 
the book to realise that the authors have 
managed to pick the brains of the ‘Who’s 
Who’ of the Morgan world to make sure 
that every possible detail is covered from 
every possible perspective.

Having gathered all the facts, the 
authors have then painstakingly sifted 
through the evidence and validated each 
element to produce an account of almost 
forensic accuracy.  The result is a book that 
provides the reader with a chronological 
account that at times reads like a diary 
and anyone reading it from cover to cover 
might find it hard going.  However, this 
is not intended to be a novel, but a well-
structured book that you can pick up and 
put down at leisure.  Indeed, as Morgan 
enthusiasts we should be grateful that 
the authors and contributors to the book 
have helped to create something that is an 
important historical work in its own right.

With 400 pages there is plenty of 
content, and the book is set out over four 
chapters; conveniently each chapter is 
devoted to a specific year giving a blow-by-
blow account of the various race meetings. 
This works well and I have spent quite a bit 
of time looking up the racing exploits of 
cars that are still competing today, such as 

TOK 258, XRX1, 170 GWP and XOV 555. 
There are, of course, many other cars still 
competing that are also in the book. 

The book also sets out some of the 
commercial challenges faced by the Morgan 
Motor Company, who threw open their 
archive to enable the authors to examine 
the minutes of meetings and the various 
decisions taken at the time, especially 
regarding the development of the cars. 
This all adds to the quality of the book 
and creates an interesting snapshot of an 
important period in Morgan history, when 
cars were hard to sell and the harsh reality of 
the company surviving at all was a pressing 
challenge for Peter Morgan. 

If researching the domestic scene 
was not a big enough challenge for the 
authors, they have also ventured overseas 
to investigate how Morgan cars fared in 
competition. The USA was a large market 
for Morgan, so naturally there are plenty 
of details about the various business 
trips made by Peter Morgan, along with 
accounts from accomplished racing drivers 
such as Lew Spencer (Baby Doll fame) 
and other notable competitors.  Other 
countries are also featured in the book and 
I suspect that if you are one of the many 
MOG Mag subscribers living overseas, you 
will not be disappointed.  

The book contains 377 photos and 
illustrations including 93 in colour. Many 
of the images have not been previously seen 
and help illustrate the various accounts. It is 
priced at £39.95 and limited to 750 copies 
that are available from good bookshops, the 
Morgan factory shop and Melvyn Rutter Ltd.
Review by Richard Gilbert

Morgan Sports Cars – The Lawrence Tune Years 1961 - 1964        

Published by: Olde-Chap Books
Recommended Price: £39.95

Author: Jake Alderson and Chris Chapman  
ISBN:  978-1-872955-35-3 

T

book review.indd   62 29/06/2015   11:40:05



WWW.MORGAN-MOTOR.CO.UKWWW.MORGGAN-MOTOR.CO.UK

MOG 41 Adverts_Layout 1  29/06/2015  12:08  Page 12



064 www.mogmag.co.uk

PICKERSLEIGH ROAD 
WORKSHOPS, ROWS 1    2

Pickersleigh Road in Malvern Link has a special significance in the 
British motor industry. The small red-brick workshops part way along 
Pickersleigh Road have been the home of the Morgan Motor Company 
for over a century. Whilst other car makers have come and gone 
through the decades, their factories built and eventually demolished, 
the Morgan factory has proved to be remarkably resilient. Historian 
Martyn Webb looks back at the significance of Rows 1 and 2.

These buildings were not even the 
original factory workshops but the 
bigger, better facilities demanded 
by the success of Harry Morgan’s 
venture in the early years. Today, 

Morgan’s Pickersleigh Road factory, 
dating back to the spring of 1914, is 
the second oldest car manufacturing 
works in Europe, beaten only by 
the Cowley plant in Oxford, where 

Morris produced the first ‘Bull-Nose’ 
Morris Oxford just one year earlier 
in March 1913. Cowley, however, 
is now used by an entirely different 
company: BMW, who build the new 
Mini there, whereas Pickersleigh 
Road has remained the home 
of the Morgan Motor Company 
throughout. In this, and the next few 
issues, we will take a detailed look at 
the various workshops and how they 
have developed through the years. 

The new Morgan workshops, 
just two rows, were constructed 
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by local builder Martin Wilesmith 
between December 1913 and the 
spring of 1914 and entries in the 
Lloyds Bank account books for 
the Morgan Motor Company show 
regular payments to Wilesmith. 
The workshops are actually built 
along Pickersleigh Avenue rather 

Worcester Road factory. Bodies at 
that time were made by other local 
craftsmen; the wooden frames 
being assembled by William Clare 
& Co, a coachbuilder in Malvern 
Link, and then panelled in sheet 
steel by Edmund Langley in a small 
workshop in Redland Road next to 
Morgan’s Worcester Road works. 
Whilst the new facilities allowed for 
an increase in production with the 
potential for 20 to 30 vehicles per 
week, this was short-lived due to 
the outbreak of war. Car production 
fell to just a few cars per week as 
munitions production for the war 
effort took priority and many of 
the craftsmen were enlisted in the 
armed forces.

The return of peace in 
1918 saw a rapid expansion in 
Morgan’s business. Technological 
developments during the war 
years had resulted in significant 
advances in automotive design and 
engineering. The prospect of owning 
a car was now a reality for many 
ordinary families, rather than just 
the wealthy few, and Morgan was at 
the forefront of this revolution in 
affordable motoring.

than Pickersleigh Road, but since 
Pickersleigh Avenue was just a 
small lane at the time, the latter 
name was more commonly used. 
The Pickersleigh Road works 
were originally used for final 
assembly and painting / upholstery. 
Chassis were built in the original 

“MORGAN WAS AT THE FOREFRONT OF THIS 
REVOLUTION IN AFFORDABLE MOTORING”

Left: The earliest-known photograph of the new Pickersleigh Road Morgan factory showing Rows 1 and 2 shortly after their completion in 1914. Above: Early 
Morgan bodies (mostly Grand Prix models) inside Row 1, c.1918. This picture was taken before the 1919 extensions since daylight can be seen through the 
windows at the far end. Below: Row 1, c.1928. Production having moved to the lower workshops, this became the stores, with offices built inside. Harry Morgan’s 
office, subsequently used by Peter and Charles, is through the door on the left.
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Harry Morgan built on his 
pre-war success with lightweight 
motorcycle-engined Cyclecars and 
dominated this sector of the market. 
In 1919, the Pickersleigh Road 
factory was considerably enlarged 
to meet demand, with extensions 
being added to Rows 1 and 2 to 
the north. A foundation stone set                         
into the corner of this extension 
records the date of 5th March 1919, 
and this is often mistaken as marking 
the start of construction of the 
original building. 

An additional two workshops, 
Rows 3 and 4, were also built down 
the gentle slope to the east. Rows      
5 and 6 were added in 1922 and the 
last – Row 7, was built in 1932 when 
the machine shop was moved here 
from Worcester Road. These historic 
workshops remain very much the 
same today.

The changes in 1919 saw body 
finishing move from Row 1 to      
Row 2. Row 1 now became the 
stores, with offices built inside to 

“THESE HISTORIC 
WORKSHOPS 
REMAIN VERY MUCH 
THE SAME TODAY”

Top:  The north extension to Row 1 (looking south), c.1928. Chassis are brazed together on the sturdy 
brick benches. Above left: Row 2, looking south towards the main workshop entrance, c.1919. Chassis 
erection can be seen in the foreground, with final assembly further down. Above right: Row 2, looking 
north, c.1928. Chassis are assembled on supports set into the floor. There are still marks in the floor 
of the workshop today where the supports once stood. Below: This picture, taken c.1936, shows Row 2 
undergoing changes from chassis erection / final assembly to despatch bay.  
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meet the administrative demands of 
the business. The factory also gained 
the familiar entrance porch which 
became the main pedestrian access 
off Pickersleigh Avenue. This led into 
the reception office alongside Harry 
Morgan’s office.

The new extension to the north 
of Row 1 was used for the chassis 
construction; steel tubes connected 
by lugs were brazed together and the 
bronze bevel box added, this process 
having been moved from Worcester 
Road. An engine house was built 
outside the north wall of Row 2, 
containing a small engine to pump 
the air for the brazing hearths.

From 1919, Row 2 became the 
principal assembly workshop, with 

chassis erection at the north end and 
finishing of the complete car at the 
south end.

This layout in the first two 
workshops remained very much 
the same throughout the 1920s 
and early 1930s. However, with 
the addition of Row 7 in 1932 
and further changes to the factory 
layout, chassis building and final 
finishing moved further down 
and Row 2 became the despatch 
bay. Here the completed cars were 
stored prior to being collected by 
the dealers, most of whom would 
arrive by train at nearby Malvern 
Link station.

For its new role as the despatch 
bay, Row 2 was subdivided by the 

addition of a wall two-thirds of the 
way through the workshop. The 
far north end together with the 
northern extension to Row 1 now 
became the service department 
where all manner of servicing and 
repair work was carried out. With 
the exception of the War years 
between 1939 and 1945 when  
much of the factory was leased 
to other companies for wartime 
work, the layout of Rows 1 and 2 
remained very much the same until 
recent times.

Many visitors to the factory over 
the past few decades will remember 
waiting for spare parts at the counter 
inside Row 1, or making their 
way past the old wooden shelves 

Above left: The familiar façade of the factory along Pickersleigh Avenue. This picture was probably taken in the 1950s, although the buildings have changed so 
little it is difficult to date the image. Above right: The despatch bay in Row 2 showing new ‘Flat Rad’4/4 Series 1 cars in the late 1940s. This panoramic picture 
is created from two photos taped together in the days before photoshop! Below: The crowded despatch bay looking south. A new Plus 4 Plus parked on the 
far side of the workshop dates this photo to the mid-1960s.
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in stores to get to Peter Morgan’s 
office. Peter’s office was moved to 
the Morgan museum when Charles 
took over, but other than routine re-

decoration, the offices have remained 
very much the same. Stores moved to 
the opposite side of the factory yard 
in the 1990s, and today, Row 1 is 

used to display some of the historic 
collection of cars at the factory.

Row 2 will be equally familiar 
to Morgan enthusiasts with rows 
of new shiny Morgans filling 
the despatch bay. Guarding this 
workshop was the factory owl, 
perching like a sentry in the roof 
frame thanks to the attentions of a 
taxidermist and scaring away the 
small birds, thus protecting the fresh 
paint of the Morgans below! The 
despatch bay has now gone, the cars 
being collected daily by a specialist 
logistics company and stored off site. 
The owl is now retired and lives in 
the corner of Peter Morgan’s office in 
the museum.

Row 2 these days is the 
production stores – the staff making 
up kits of parts, which are then 
delivered to the various workshops 
to be built into the cars.

The business of making cars       
has changed dramatically since the 
first bricks were laid for the new 
Morgan factory in 1914, yet these 
historic buildings remain very much 
the same despite their 101 years. 
That familiar red-brick façade is 
known to thousands of Morgan 
enthusiasts worldwide, many of 
whom make a pilgrimage to the 
factory every year and a photograph 
posed in front of Row 1 is proof of a 
visit to one of the most historic sites 
in the motor industry. 

Thanks to Dr Jake Alderson and 
Dennis Rushton for their assistance in 
the preparation of this article.

Above left: Row 1 very much as it is today. TOK 258, the famous 1962 Le Mans winner, is seen here on display in 2010. Above right: The despatch bay in Row 2 
photographed in 2009, with new AeroMaxes parked alongside the classic Morgans. Below: The author’s 1923 Aero is seen through the doors of the despatch 
bay, parked next to a new AeroMax on a sunny day in 2010.

“GUARDING THIS WORKSHOP WAS THE 
FACTORY OWL, PERCHING LIKE A SENTRY 
IN THE ROOF FRAME THANKS TO THE 
ATTENTIONS OF A TAXIDERMIST AND SCARING 
AWAY THE SMALL BIRDS, THUS PROTECTING 
THE FRESH PAINT OF THE MORGANS BELOW!”
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Take a guided tour… see skilled craftsmen at work as they hand make bespoke Morgan sports cars.
Traditional car manufacturing combined with exciting cutting edge technology creates a tour like

no other! See below for places to eat, stay and other places to enjoy yourself while visiting.

If you would like to book a factory tour please contact Angela Hymas at the Morgan Motor
Company on 01684584580 or angela.hymas@morgan-motor.co.uk

cotfordhotel.co.uk • Tel 01684 57 24 27

Indulge yourself with a taste of French 
cuisine in a quaint English setting. Superb 

food & atmosphere for any occasion.

COME DINE WITH US
Group lunch available from £14.95 per person.

Individual bar lunches available. 
Call the sales office on 01684 878865 

Terms and conditions apply. Price is per person and for pre bookings only.  

Price is correct at time of print.

Abbey Road, Great Malvern, Worcestershire  WR14 3ET    
t 01684 878865  e abbey@sarova.com  w sarova.com 

THE ABBEY HOTELE ABBEY HOTTHE E  OTELTHE ABBEY HOTEL
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Call the sales office on 01684 878865
Individual bar lunches available. 

Group lunch available from £14.95 per person.

SCOME DINE WITH U

 
 

 
  sarova.com 

orcestershire  WR14 3ET   

. rice is per person and for pre bookings only

S

INSPIRED BY NATURE,
CRAFTED BY TRADITION.

westons-cider.co.uk

Cider Mill Tours - 11.00am, 12.30pm, 2.30pm and 3.30pm

Arrange your visit today 

01531 660108
 

/WestonsCiderMill

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK | CIDER SHOP | RESTAURANT & CAFE

WESTONS VISITOR CENTRE

@WestonsCiderMill

The home of traditional cider making 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Old Country House

BED AND BREAKFAST
and the time and space to just ‘be’

Old Country Farm, Mathon, 
Malvern, WR13 5PS  

01886 880867

www.oldcountryhouse.co.uk

AMPLE SECURE PARKING
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We Sell Morgan • We Buy Morgan • We Service and Repair Morgan • We THINK Morgan

2012 MORGAN 3 WHEELER
Only 995 miles!!
Sports blue with white stripe and tan interior.
£27,995

The premier specialist sports car dealer
 for Surrey and the South East

HORSHAM ROAD (A24 SOUTH) CAPEL, DORKING, SURREY RH5 5JH

SALES: 01306 710088 SERVICE: 01306 710099  WWW.MOLE-VALLEY.CO.UK

S P E C I A L I S T • C A R S • L T D

1999 PLUS 8 3.9 LTR
One Owner 19,500 miles!
Connaught Green, Black Interior...stunning!
£36,950
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Email your answer to factorytour@mogmag.co.uk together with your name, address and contact number. 
Or alternatively you can post your answer to The Outlook, 6 Sansome Walk, Worcester, Worcestershire, WR1 1LH 

Competition closes on 20/8/15

WIN!
AN AFTERNOON 

IN A MORGAN AND 
A FACTORY TOUR 

FOR TWO!

That’s right, the 
Morgan Motor 
Company are 
giving one lucky 

winner and their partner a 
factory tour and the chance 
to borrow a gorgeous Morgan 
for the afternoon. If you’re 
an enthusiast who’s always 
wanted to try a Morgan, or 
you’d like to have a wander 
around the factory and see 
how your favourite Morgan 
is made, then you’re in for             
a treat!

Your day will start with 
a full tour of the factory, 
getting up close and personal 
with the craftsmen who 
are making these beautiful 
cars. Morgan’s experienced 
tour guides will guide you        
through the ins and out of 
how Mogs are produced along 
with an account of Morgan’s 
rich history.

After your tour, it’s off 
to the showroom where 
you’ll be loaned a Morgan 
for the afternoon. Explore 

the surrounding town of 
Great Malvern, head up the 
Malvern Hills or blast along 
the nearby common – the 
choice is yours! It’s a unique 
Morgan experience package. 
For tours and car hire, visit           
www.morgan-motor.co.uk for 
more information.

To enter, simply answer the 
following question:
What fuel does the                  
Rip Morgan use in this   
month’s cover story?

T
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With the exception of cars 
for the likes of the Geneva 
Motor Show or to be used 
as development vehicles, 

no Morgan is simply built for the sake 
of building. There is always a person 
at the other end of proceedings within 
the factory. The name on the order 
form attached to the car as soon as it 
becomes a physical entity is the name 
of someone who has been waiting in 
anticipation for their dream car. That’s 
the thing with Morgans – it’s a personal 
experience from the very beginning. 

With that in mind, MOG decided it 
would be good to meet the man who 

will soon be in the enviable position of 
being able to call a Roadster his own. 
Geoff Treasure is his name, and he’s 
been waiting a long, long time to be in 
the position he is now. So, before next 
month’s instalment when we’ll get to 
see how the car comes together ready 
for delivery, let’s find out why this car 
has been brought into existence. 

“I used to clean the windows of a 
local garage, I would have been about 
19 or so. It had Morgans in the window 
and I always used to promise myself I’d 
have one. Though of course in those 
days it was a 12 or 14 year waiting list! 

“It’s interesting to me really though, 

A Car is Born

the appeal of it. I’m not really a sporty 
car person. I used to have a Porsche, 
but to be honest my son drove that 
more than me. But the Morgan, it’s just 
a classic, isn’t it?”

We’re sure a great many of you can 
relate to Geoff ’s angle when it comes to 
the love of the car. Back then though, 
the dream of owning a Morgan was 
nothing more than that. Now though, 
after years of hard graft, he’s found 
himself in the position to own one. 
That, of course, means choosing a car 
from the Morgan range. 

“I knew there was a Morgan Plus 
8 and the Aero one, but I didn’t 

This month, MOG catches up with Geoff Treasure, the man whose order 
has given purpose to one handcrafted collection of bits! 

W

It’s early days, but this will soon be Geoff’s Roadster.
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“I feel like I’m part of the 
creation of something, not 
just buying something. 
You don’t get that when 
buying other cars – this        
is special”

073www.mogmag.co.uk

A CAR IS BORN

know much about them. To my mind 
Morgans were simply the Plus 4 or the 
4/4, because that’s what had captured 
my interest when I was younger. Over 
the last six months I’ve looked into the 
range more, which brought me to the 
point of a test drive.”

bumpers, resulting in a car that looks 
calm and sedate, but is anything but. 

Coming to these conclusions was all 
part of that important and involving 
Morgan journey, too, as Geoff explains. 
“It was very personal, it was good to be 
able to go through all the options and 
to have that many choices. I feel like 
I’m part of the creation of something, 
not just buying something. You don’t 
get that when buying other cars – this 
is special.

“All I know is that it’s a hand-built 
car, it’s got an ash frame, it’s galvanised, 
and because of that I’ve always 
considered it to be quite an ‘elite’ sort 
of car. Like I said, many years ago you 
used to have to wait 12 or 14 years for 
one. They’re exclusive, and the process 
of ordering one reflects that, which is 
nice. It’s not like anything else.”

As you read this, Geoff ’s car will be 
winding its way through the factory, 
gaining new parts and fixtures along 
the way. 

Geoff drove a 2.0 and an older 3.0 
Roadster out, but didn’t really see 
much difference when comparing the 
modern four cylinder to the older six. 
When he jumped in a 3.7 Roadster 
though, his mind was made up. It 
represented the perfect balance of 
power while retaining classic looks, 
something Geoff has capitalised on 
thanks to the ability to spec a Morgan 
exactly as he wants it. While some 
Roadsters will allude to a sporty 
character via black sills or a lack of 
bumpers, Geoff has gone the other 
way. His car will be ivory in colour 
with red leather. It will be adorned in 
chrome, including wire wheels and 

We’ll see the car come together 
and look at what happens once 
it’s completed in terms of quality 
control, safety checks and of 
course, making sure it’s ready to 
hit the open road. 
 

NEXT MONTH

We hope Geoff doesn’t change his mind after we turned up in a Plus 8.
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IN THE
WORKSHOP

WWW.EVANSCOOLANTS.CO.UK

Sponsored by EVANS WATERLESS ENGINE COOLANTS

Last month we were poking around the garage of Morgan itself,              
seeing what was what in the ever-busy workshop. This month, we               
head to Gloucestershire to see what’s getting time on the spanners 
at Williams Automobiles. 

The team at Williams Automobiles 
are all about the race this month, 
with a solid push being made to 
make the company’s racing Morgan 
as fit as a fiddle in readiness for a 
stint at the notoriously tough Spa 
circuit. This isn’t the kind of event 
you want to drive to, only to be let 
down by something simple. 

As such, Lawrie Mills, the top man 
on the spanners at Williams, has 
been going around the car with a 
fine tooth comb to ensure not one 

nut, bolt, screw, fluid, lever or switch 
has gone unchecked. The aim here 
is to have what is arguably one 
of the mightiest 4/4s out there in 
perfect racing condition. 

Obviously the car goes through 
some sort of strip down and check 
after every race meeting. But the 
thing is, most of those races are in 
the UK, which means that help is 
only ever a stone’s throw away. At 
Spa, that’s not the case, and as we 
all know, in racing you’re only as 

good as the car you’re driving – 
if that lets you down you’re in       
big trouble. 

As such, the car has undergone 
a full spanner check. If that’s not 
a term you’re familiar with, it 
basically means what it says. The 
guys go around the car and make 
sure nothing is loose, damaged or 
subject to excessive play. 

After that, the car was treated      
to all-new fluids, though this was 
more for peace of mind than 

in the workshop.indd   74 29/06/2015   11:39:23
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anything else. Much like the full 
check and cleaning of the brake 
lines and so on. 

Then, after the car had been fully 
checked, it’s time to make sure it 
meets regulations. Because Spa 
is an FIA track, all your FIA-spec 
bits and bobs have to be race fit. 
This means checking the dates on 
the seat and making sure it’s well 
within time. The same goes for the 
harnesses, too. Then things such 
as the fire extinguisher have to be 

checked, which in the case of the 
Williams 4/4 highlighted that it 
needed to be fitted with screw type 
clips – a tiny thing, but one that can 
see you relegated to the pits if you 
don’t comply. 

The car hasn’t actually been 
subject to any one big job, just a 
million small ones. But that’s the 
difference between an amateur 
race team and the pros. The latter 
do things like this, which, while 
sometimes seemingly common 

sense or just plain tedious, are 
the glue that makes success stick. 
Ever heard the phrase “measure 
twice, cut once?” well, this is the 
motorsport equivalent!  

Pretty soon the car will be rebuilt 
and ready to race, and care of all 
the checks, Henry Williams will 
be able to give it hell, confident 
that the car underneath him has 
been built with no nut or bolt left 
un-checked. As such, they better 
chuffin’ win!
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The new driving experience hand built by Morgan Park in Germany
•

•

•

• Fits Morgan and Moto Lita Boss

Hanskampring 23
22885 Barsbüttel / Germany

info@morganpark.de
www.morganpark.de
+49(0) 40-670 30 20

The new driving e

gan and Moto Lita Boss Fits Mor•

•

xperience hand built bThe new driving e

gan and Moto Lita Boss •

•

gan Park in Gery Morxperience hand built b manygan Park in Ger

22885 Barsbüttel / Germany
Hanskampring 23

www22885 Barsbüttel / Germany
Hanskampring 23

+49(0) 40-670 30 20
.morganpark.dewww

info@morganpark.de

WP Bonnet Stay 
The Bonnet Stay that locks in position 

£69 

cain@wolfperformance.co.uk
07944 720 706

All Prices exclude VAT and delivery
International shipping and trade enquires welcome

WP S/Steel Bezels for the 
Warning Light Cluster 

Fits standard instrument panel
4/4 , +4, +8 £49 (set of 10)

Aero, Aero Plus 8, Speedster 
£78.40 (set of 16) 

WP Instrument Panel 
Veneer’s 

Carbon Fibre £149
S/Steel Engine Turned £189

Aluminium Engine Turned £179

Inflatable Lumber 
Support!

£36

WP Valances !
Plain Sport Valance with two 

cold air ducts!£200
With central rad/oil aperture 

(four aperture styles available) !
£229

WP Instrument Panel Veneer’s 
with 10 Warning Light Bezels

Carbon Fibre £179
S/Steel Engine Turned  £219

Aluminium Engine Turned  £209
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Handmade in Britain
with BROMPTON BICYCLE LTD

PORTABLE
PEDAL
POWER
The best things in life
come in small packages –
well, that’s what they say
– and it rings true with
this month’s company,
Brompton Bicycle Ltd.
They produce clever
foldaway bikes that bring
together practicality and
city chic, all in a
beautifully British-made
product. James Ball heads
to the Big Smoke to find
out more about these
compact cycles. 
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HANDMADE IN BRITAIN

Brompton’s bikes are
high-quality, customisable,
foldaway bikes, and you
may have witnessed

someone unfolding one after a train or
bus journey in the city. Busy west
London, near Kew Bridge, is where these
bikes are created.

I won’t pretend that it’s situated in a
beautiful location and surrounded by
idyllic city living, it’s not. It’s near the M4,
it’s busy, it’s a maze and littered with
commuters. This is exactly where you
need something that cuts through the
fray, something compact, and something
cool – enter the Brompton. 

Born out of the needs of London life,
the Brompton is a result of its immediate
environment. It’s small, compact,
lightweight and goes anywhere. The bike
is essentially made up of all the same
components as a normal bike, the
difference being in its ability to fold up

the likes of Raleigh or similar, but despite
much effort and a fantastic product, he
couldn’t get anyone to bite.

The next step for Andrew was to try
and produce the bike himself. In 1979,
he attempted to raise enough cash to get
Brompton off the ground, but his
attempts failed. For many, this would
have been a point where you might
throw in the towel, but not Andrew. Still
believing in his little bike, he produced
30 pre-production examples that he then
sold to shareholders to raise capital.
Finally, he had some money to get the
business off the ground and things
started to roll. 

The Brompton brand continued to
expand and in 1995 they were awarded
the Queen’s Award for Export
Achievement. The company continued
its success into the 2000s and today the
bike is stocked in 1,450 stores around the
world, including several exclusive

into a fraction of its original size. The
back wheel folds under, the front wheel
folds in, the handlebars flip down and
then the seat slides down. The resulting
package is easy to transport, take on a
train or bus or fit in a car.

Engineer Andrew Ritchie came up
with the idea in 1975 and went on to
form Brompton in 1976, producing a few
prototype bikes. Very much an inventor,
his original idea was to sell his design to

B
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Brompton stores, known as Junction
Stores, in Bangkok, Beijing, Milan,
London, Chengdu, Hamburg, Shanghai,
Amsterdam and Kobe.

Every bike begins its life inside the
Kew Bridge factory where you can find
hundreds being made every day of the
week. There’s a highly organised
workforce all sticking to an efficient
manufacturing plan. 

Traditional skills are all important
here. A team of talented workmen use a
largely forgotten technique – brazing.
Keeping skills alive, Brompton has
worked hard to retain these now-rare
talents so they can continue to produce
a high-quality product. This, tied in with
modern production line technology and
materials, is how Brompton excels.

“It’s about evolution,” Nick Charlier,
Brompton Communications Executive,
explains. “We believe in improving our
product, but we also believe in keeping it
British and retaining traditional

18 months and they put their signature
on each bike. 

After the parts are brazed together
they’re off to get painted, then it’s
back to Brompton and on to the assembly
stage, where each bike has the
customer-selected parts attached. 

Every bike has it’s own digital order
sheet displayed on miniature screens,
displaying information for each specific
build. There is also a large overhead TV,
which tells the workforce how many
bikes they’re producing per hour. This
production line computer network has a
surprisingly British element to it – it all
runs on the British-developed
Raspberry Pi operating system.

Brompton likes to make things easy
for their staff, giving them the best
equipment and training for each
member. On the walls there are progress
charts, which record each worker’s
development and where they are
best utilised.

techniques such as brazing – not just for
the sake of it, but because it’s the
strongest and most reliable way to build
the bikes.”

Brompton have an impressive team of
specialist brazers of which they’re very
proud. On the wall of the factory is a big
chart with a picture underneath each
name. Nick explains, “We put up pictures
of each person’s brazing so everyone can
see the quality. It’s also fascinating to see
how each worker has a different style.”

Looking at the pictures you can see
that some like to create very narrow
brazing and others adopt a wider more
spread out style. It’s clear that the
manufacturing technique is treated as
a work of art. Each brazer is trained for

“A team of talented
workmen use a

largely forgotten
technique – brazing”

Right M2EX
model in
BerryCrush
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Past Parts Ltd
Classic Morgan Brake Specialists

We can restore your old Brake Cylinders by 
sleeving the bore in Stainless Steel. 

This process is suitable for all types of Hydraulic Brake and Clutch 
Cylinders and Remote Brake Servos and Dunlop Brake Caliper Pods. We 

also offer a range of Exchange Brake Calipers. For more details visit us at 

www.pastparts.co.uk
Our Product Range Covers

Master Cylinders,
Wheel Cylinders, 
Brake Calipers,
Brake Servos, 

Seal Kits & Spares, 
Brake & Clutch Hoses
Brake Pads & Shoes,
Brake Discs & Drums
3 in 1 Clutch Kits, 

Clutch Covers,
 Plates & Bearings, 

Steering & Suspension
Wheel Bearing Kits, 

Waterpumps

Component Parts for all 
types of Older & Classic 
Cars,Trucks and Buses, 
Motorcycles, Plant & 
Agricultural vehicles

Unit 4 Chase Road
Northern Way Ind’ Estate

Bury St Edmunds,
Suffolk IP32 6NT

Tel: 01284 750729
Fax: 01284 756240
www.pastparts.co.uk

email to: 
restore@pastparts.co.uk
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INSURANCE SCHEME 
FOR THE MORGAN 

SPORTS CAR

PREFERRED SUPPLIER OF CAR
 INSURANCE SERVICES TO THE M.S.C.C.

• RESTRICTED MILEAGE OPTIONS

• AGREED VALUE 

• OPTIONAL SALVAGE CLAUSE

• FREE FOREIGN USE (LIMITED PERIOD)

• UNINSURED LOSS RECOVERY

For a personal and e�cient service

Tel: 01492 870991
www.gottandwynne.co.uk
11 Madoc Street, Llandudno, N. Wales, LL30 2TH

Authorised and Regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority

A specialist motor policy for the Morgan owner 
underwritten by a leading motor insurer
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Where has this increase come from?
“80% of our sales are international,” Nick
tells us. “Many of the sales are from Asia.”
Perhaps not surprisingly, places with
dense metropolises tend to catch on to
the idea pretty quick. 

But it’s not just the practicality that
catches the eye; it’s that all-important
British-ness, too. “The British aspect is a
much more attractive thing in Asia than it
is in European countries. Places like
Germany, for example, don’t really pay
much attention to the fact it’s a British bike,
but over in Asia it seems to be a big draw.”

As Morgan have found, the Asian
markets have been something of a
surprise in their size and desire for
something high quality and in a
premium price range. In terms of other
exports, the Middle East is a quite large
market for Brompton, and 10% of their
exports go to the US. 

www.mogmag.co.uk 081

HANDMADE IN BRITAIN

Nick tells us why Brompton put their
workers first: “We pride ourselves on
providing a positive and rewarding
environment for our staff, they’re all paid
the living wage at least. This is increased
depending on each skill they develop.”

For all its technology and organisation
there is still a times-gone-by feel about
the place. Where else can you see
brazing these days? And all the parts are
transported in very rustic-looking
wooden pallets, the type you might
expect artisan bread to arrive at
Camden market. 

It’s all hands-on here, other than one
machine – the auto brazer. “Although
nearly all aspects of the bike are hand
brazed, there are things we need to do to
speed up production. A lot has changed
over the last few years with the increase
in demand for the bikes.”

Up until a few years ago Brompton
was still operating as a ‘cottage industry’
where one person would build the entire
bike. “We’ve had to adapt,” Nick explains.
“Rather like Morgan, having specialists
in each area speeds up production, but
also raises quality.”

As a customer you have a huge choice
of customisations that can be somewhat
daunting. Luckily, Brompton offer a
very sophisticated online bike builder.
You can select all your extras, paint
schemes and various customisations on
the builder and it will give you a
cost in real time. You can also enter in
the type of riding you do, how you

like to ride, how hilly your commute
is and your preferred colour and
the creator comes up with the best
solution. 

The bikes range from £770-£2,000, so
they aren’t cheap, but even the cheapest
option is technically a ‘custom build’, and
the quality of the bikes is absolutely top
notch. But it’s not only the products that
have to meet the standards; it’s also
the aftercare. Much like buying a
premium automobile, Brompton look
after customers and their bikes for years
after purchase. 

Brompton have found that their
approach to business is paying off.
Financially, the company have recently
seen a huge surge in demand and
production – growth has increased
25% year on year for the last decade.
Now Brompton produces 52,000 bikes
per annum. 

“For all its technology
and organisation there
is still a times-gone-by
feel about the place”
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A huge part of what Brompton do is
down to their research and development,
and this is where we start to see some
very close parallels with the Morgan
Motor Company. Although the bike
may look essentially unchanged from
day one, and the way the bike folds is
the same, the bike has actually changed
quite dramatically. 

From the original one-for-all design,
the bike is now fully customisable for
your shape, size and style. Various
components have been upgraded over
the years including the handlebars, tyres,
hinges and gears. The whole bike, as Nick
said, is an evolution.

Today they have a specialist in-house
team who are constantly improving the
bike, accessories and production
processes. Brompton use a range of
leading technologies from rapid

prototyping using 3D printers to
automotive industry CAM machines. 

A telling factor with any company
is if the employees use the product – in
the staff area there are hundreds of
Bromptons, all neatly folded away
and stored on wooden shelving.
“Nearly all the staff ride here,”
Nick tells us. “They’ve all got highly

customised examples, you can see the
need and practicality of the bike here in
the city.”

Going forward there’s big news afoot
– a new electric Brompton is in the
pipeline. With the bulky, slightly
awkward and most definitely un-cool
electric bikes currently on the market,
we think Brompton can come in and
change things dramatically. In the
near future they are relocating to a
bigger factory and their development
team are busy working up the plans as we
speak. Although we’re generally the
petrol-burning types, you can’t get
everywhere in a car! 

For inner city riding, Brompton have
it covered. If you want a bike that is as
customisable and exclusive as a Morgan
– and can actually fit inside – there’s only
one choice!

“As Morgan have
found, the Asian
markets have been
something of a surprise”

Handmade in Britain Issue 41_Layout 1  26/06/2015  09:51  Page 7



MOG 40 Adverts_MOG 40 Ads  26/06/2015  11:44  Page 1



084 www.mogmag.co.uk

Bicester Flywheel is 
a new event on the 
calendar and has the 
ingredients to grow into 

something rather special. After all, 
anyone putting together a recipe 
that contains historic vehicles and 
aircraft, set against the backdrop of 
a1930s military airfield must be on 
to a winner.  As many of you will 
know from the motoring press, the 
former RAF Bicester site is being 
turned into something along the 
lines of a demilitarised industrial 
estate, with the technical buildings 
becoming home to businesses 

ONE MAN AND HIS MOG

ONE MAN
& HIS MOG

Weather wise, flaming June has been flamin’ awful, but the unsettled 
British climate doesn’t stop organisations coming up with new events to 
quench an everlasting thirst which motoring enthusiasts seem to have.

B
allied to classic car heritage and 
restoration.  Located front of house 
is an active airfield, which has been 
in continuous operation since the 
1930s, although currently most of 
the aircraft movements are gliders.  

The Flywheel event was the first 
opportunity for members of the 
public to experience what life would 
have been like when the airfield was 
in use, with a restored Blenheim 
bomber landing on the grass runway 
for the first time in 70 years, adding 
to the occasion.  Also present were 
various groups of military re-
enactors who made the place come 

alive, with their living history themes 
making good use of the natural 
features offered by the site. 

Military re-enactors are not 
just people who like to dress up 
at the weekend, but are extremely 
knowledgeable about the subject 
they are portraying. I bumped into a 
detachment of the Home Guard who 
were keeping a close watch on the 
pill box, which would have helped 
defend the Bicester watch tower from 
enemy attack. They were keen to 
dispel the impression given by Dad’s 
Army, which is not a true reflection 
of the role they performed during 
the conflict when more than 1,200 
Home Guard personnel died, even 
though not a shot was fired in anger.  
Some died during training and while 
on exercise, but many died as a result 
of being on active service during 
air raids, a consequence of assisting 
other units including anti-aircraft 
and searchlight posts.   

One of the first buildings restored 
by the Bicester Heritage team was 
the Technical Latrine (bog, loo, 
lavatory or toilet to any of us non-
military types) and if it’s anything 
like some of the military toilets 
I have visited in the past, I dread 
to imagine what it would have 
looked like before the restoration, 
which apparently cost a fortune to 
undertake.  Clearly the initiative has 
won over plenty of admirers as it has 
been voted Loo of the Year for 2015 

-  T H E  D I A R Y  O F  A  M O G  N U T  -
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by a team of people who are all 
fine specimens!

Mrs MOG Nut and I recently 
visited Cornwall (again) and we 
spent an enjoyable day visiting the 
Lost Gardens of Heligan. Now at 
this point, I should admit that the 
thought of visiting a well-cultivated 
garden centre for the day was not a 
very inspiring prospect, but as Mrs 
MOG Nut rarely complains when 
I go out and play with Morgans,  I 
felt obliged to do something that 
she fancied doing. My verdict after 
the visit is that this is a place you 
must visit, as the work that has 
taken place to renovate the grounds 
that were once part of the Heligan 
House estate is quite remarkable. 
The original estate extended to 1,000 

acres but these days the grounds 
being worked on are a more modest 
300 and include the out buildings, 
which, along with the land, slowly fell 
into disrepair and neglect after the 
First World War when 16 out of the 
22 gardeners previously maintaining 
the estate died.  The gardens were 
quite literally lost until discovered by 
Tim Smit (the same person behind 
the Eden Project), who could see 
the potential of developing the site 
as a visitor attraction. Restoration 
commenced in 1990 and during the 
renovations the original toilets (or to 
be precise Thunderbox Room) used 
by the gardeners were discovered and 
inside one of the compartments they 
had written their names alongside the 
inscription, ‘Don’t come here to sleep 

or slumber August 1914’. As a lasting 
memory to the gardeners who never 
returned to Heligan, the Imperial War 
Museum granted the Thunderbox 
Room monument status.  

During our Cornish visit we stayed 
in Mevagissey where the locals were 
telling me about the recent decision 
taken by the council to close the 
toilets, which has apparently caused 
a bit of a stink with local inhabitants 
and visitors alike. The council, which 
is based in Looe, is having to make 
drastic financial decisions during 
times of austerity and refusing to 
spend a penny (on anything). It has 
now gone a step further by offering 
the facilities out ‘to-let’ and seeking 
offers of interest from Gentlemen 
only. Supporters who want the toilets 
to remain open reckon they have been 
dealt a bum deal and have asked  the 
council to get to the bottom of the 
matter. Spokesperson for the council, 
Mr Hugh Rymel, said they were 
hoping one of the big supermarket 
chains would convert the redundant 
facility into a convenience store. 
In the meantime, supporters are 
hoping that a planning application 
for the change of use will become 
bogged down with paperwork and 
red tape. It’s surprising what use can 
be made of a redundant toilet, as I 
recall Malvern council closed a public 
convenience some years ago which 
is now home to The Theatre of Small 
Convenience – not sure if the good 
folk of Mevagissey are theatre goers!

In the meantime do have an 
enjoyable month and I will look 
forward to the next installment, 
unless the editor, after reading this lot, 
decides to retire me for good. 
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The Marchants
John and Tricia Marchant bought their first
Morgan last year and they have loved every
minute. Covering quite a few miles in the first
year of ownership and joining up with their local
club, they’re enjoying discovering the wonders
of Morgan life. 

What car do you have?
It’s a 2011 Plus 4 – our first Morgan. 

Where did you buy it from and are you in any clubs?
We bought it from Allon White and we quickly joined Cranmog,

you can live your whole life in Cranmog, and many do! It’s a

fantastic club.

Why did you buy a Morgan?
It’s been a lifetime’s ambition; it’s something we’ve always

wanted and finally we bought one!

Where have you been in it?
All over the place! We’ve raced it at the Curborough Sprint and

we’ve toured Kent and Lincolnshire. We’ve done quite a lot of

touring in it, just in the UK at the moment, but we’re planning a

trip to France fairly soon. It’s done over 6,000 miles in its first

year, which is quite a bit!

What’s the best thing about a Morgan?
We really enjoy how it is to drive. Having a big daft smile on your

face every time you go out in it is the main appeal!

Describe your Morgan in three words:
Fun, fun, fun!
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Motoring Meccas

The most gruelling race in 
the world. Yes, there are 
other big races like the Paris 
Dakar and Mille Miglia, but 
they’re nothing compared 
to the endurance-focused, 
high-speed, concentration-
consuming event that is 24 
Hours of Le Mans. It tests the 
drivers to their very limits 
and tests the cars to within 
microns of their mechanical 
tolerances. There is no event, 
or circuit, like it, which makes 
it a ‘must see’ destination for 
anyone with even the faintest 
love of cars. 

GRAND PRIX OF 
ENDURANCE AND 
EFFICIENCY

LE MANS
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Such is the reputation of 
Le Mans, even those with 
little to no interest in cars 
are aware of it. They may 

not know the intricacies or the format 
of the races, but they’ll be aware of its 
size and importance. That alone puts 
it on the map as being one of the most 
influential and recognisable venues in 
the world, let alone within motorsport. 

It’s also a true mecca, and we’re not 
just saying that to make it fit in nicely 
with this series – it really is. People 
in their thousands make the annual 
pilgrimage to the venue’s most famous 
race – 24 Hours of Le Mans – to drink 
in the sights, sounds and generally 
awesome atmosphere of one of the most 
technically, mechanically and physically 
demanding races in the world. 

Unlike most racetracks though, Le 
Mans, specifically the 24 hour events, 
came to be out of a desire to test the 
reliability of vehicles. The act of racing 

cars was nothing new, but that art had 
one simple basis for success – have 
the fastest car. At Le Mans, the fastest 
car is not the key component of any 
claimed success (though you need 
something fast – don’t go rocking up 

to start line in a 1.3 Vauxhall Corsa), 
it’s the combinations of being the 
fastest, the most efficient and the most 
reliable, thus ensuring its ability to 
cross the line after – quite literally – a 
full day of racing. 

S
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“ADD RAIN INTO THE MIX – ESPECIALLY IN A CAR 
WITH A TINY SCREEN OR, EVEN WORSE, NO ROOF 
AT ALL, IT BECOMES A GOLIATH UNDERTAKING”

The 24 hour event has been held 
annually since 1923, typically in June. 
It utilises the Circuit de la Sarthe, 
which is a combination of a purpose-
built racing circuit along with long 
stretches of public roads – though, of 
course, these are and always have been 
closed to the public during the races. 

A track of that ilk boasts a number 
of things, the first being its length – 
something that fits in perfectly with 
the event’s desire to push the reliability 
of the vehicles competing. The track is 
currently 13.63km in length, though it 
has seen fluctuations over the years as 
modifications and changes have been 
made in accordance with the advances 
within motorsport. 

The distance is a workout, especially 
when you consider that 5,000km can 
be covered in 24 hours. But that’s not 
all – the public sections are simply 
roads, so they aren’t maintained to the 
same level as a circuit due to constant 
use. As such, they offer a surface with 
less grip and more in the way of bumps 
and imperfections, further challenging 
cars and drivers alike. Then, of course, 
there are the straights. The most 
famous is the Mulsanne, a stretch of 
track so long (approx. 6km) that in the 
late ’80s, some cars were going as fast 
as, are you sitting down, 250mph. That 
was a bit hair-raising for the organisers, 

and as such, in 1990, chicanes were 
fitted to slow the cars – though the 
average speeds now are still high, with 
205mph being the norm. 

The other obstacle thrown at the 
drivers, though totally unpredictable 
in its nature, is the region’s propensity 
toward the wet stuff. Racing for          
24 hours is a mentally exhausting task, 
but add rain into the mix – especially 
in a car with a tiny screen or, even 
worse, no roof at all, it becomes a 
goliath undertaking. But hey, that’s 
endurance racing for you. 

Le Mans also earns its place as a 
mecca care of some of the traditions 
it started. One, of course, being the 
method of starting a race that shared 
the location’s name. The Le Mans 
start saw the cars lined up on one 
side of the track while the drivers 
were on the other. Under the firing 
of a starter’s pistol the drivers would 
run to their cars and then speed off. 
However, racing drivers being racing 
drivers meant that not all of them 
did things properly – important 
things like putting the harnesses on. 
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The theory was solid as it saved a 
few tenths of a second. The practice, 
however, was not. Crashing without 
a harness never produces a happy 
ending. Thankfully, as the years 
progressed, the Le Mans start was 
abolished due to the efficiency of 
qualifying along with the safety 
concerns being voiced by the drivers. 

There is, however, a dark side 
to this most well known of venues. 
It’s a given that in nearly 100 years 
of operation, there have been a few 
nasty accidents – who can forget 
Mark Webber’s Mercedes wildly 
flipping into the air in 1999? There 
have been lots more, too, though    
it’s without a doubt the tragic 
accident during the 1955 race that 

leaves the most morbid mark on Le 
Mans’ history. 

After coming into contact with 
another car, Pierre Levegh, driving 
a Mercedes-Benz 300SLR, skewed 
wildly across the track and crashed, 
flipping it over the barrier that 
separated the spectators from the 
crash. The car broke apart due to 
the violent nature and high speed 
of the crash, with fragments from 
the Mercedes killing spectators as 
they tried to flee. The car then burst 
into flames, causing more fatalities. 
Levegh was thrown from the car, but 
sadly he was killed on impact. Over 
80 people were killed, yet despite this 
the race continued in the name of 
trying to minimise mass panic within 

the crowds – thus making access for 
emergency services easier. 

The disaster, though incredibly 
sad in its nature, went on to form a 
legacy that would forever change the 
face of motorsport for the better, with 
advances in safety for both drivers 
and spectators being the mainstay for 
venues over the globe. 

Today, the town of Le Mans is a 
vibrant yet quaint destination that is 
as rich in history of all respects as it 
is in terms of motorsport. Also, the 
nature of the public sections of the 
track mean that should you visit out 
of season, you can drive the same 
stretches legends such as Fangio 
and Moss have done. The town itself 
offers a wealth of attractions such as 
the cathedral and walks along the 
river, along with stunning period 
architecture and plenty of places to 
get some genuine French pastries! 

That’s all very nice, but let’s 
face it, you want to experience the 
racing, right? Well, the main event 
is usually held in the second week of 
June, while the classic version (held 
bi-annually) is held in July – the next 
one is 2016. So, dust off your driving 
gloves, your passport and, of course, 
your Morgan. It’s a pilgrimage well 
worth making. If you can’t make it 
to France, Le Mans is twinned with 
Bolton. But a drive up the A666 after 
a sausage roll at Greggs might be 
lacking on atmosphere!
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MORGAN GLOBAL DEALER NETWORK

MORGAN WEST INC.
LOS ANGELES

3003 Pico Blvd.
Santa Monica,
Southern California,
Los Angeles, CA 90405, USA
Phone: +1 310 998 3311
www.morganwest.net

ERAS CUSTOMS
AND CLASSICS
DUBAI

P.O Box 35269, Dubai,
United Arab Emirates,
Phone: +971 4286 2200
www.eras.ae

GARAGE ALBERT
SPRL BELGIUM

84-86 Rue Osseghem,
Brussels 1080, Belgium
Phone: 0032 2 410 64 43
www.morgan-belgium.com

MORGAN PARK
GERMANY

Hanskampring 23,
D-22885, Barsbuttel,
Hamburg, Germany
Phone: +49 406 703 020
www.morganpark.de

AUTOBRITT
SWITZERLAND

Rue Boissonnas 15
1227 Les Acacias
Geneva
Phone: +41 223 085 800
www.autobritt.ch

LONDON MORGAN
UNITED KINGDOM

6 Astwood Mews,
London,
SW7 4DE
Phone: +44 020 7244 7323
www.londonmorgan.co.ukTotteroak Courtyard

Horton, Chipping Sodbury,
Bristol, BS37 6QG
Phone: +44 1454 315 112
www.williamsautomobiles.com

WILLIAMS AUTOMOBILES
UNITED KINGDOM
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DEALER OF
THE MONTH

INSIGNIA
Those looking for a Morgan in Norway need not look further than
Insignia. With a designer hotel, coffee lounge and the best
servicing a Morgan owner could hope for, Insignia provide a
complete Morgan experience. 

What is the most important part of being a Morgan dealer?
We think having a fervent enthusiasm for Morgan is Insignia’s
most important resource. This is something we also want our
customers to be part of, that’s the Insignia experience. We
understand that different services and concepts must be adapted
to provide added value for our discerning clients.

What facilities do you have?
We offer sales and servicing, our servicing is something we pride
ourselves in. Cars coming in to us are thoroughly inspected
before work initiated, and all work performed are quality
controlled. Our workshop is staffed by mechanics with special
expertise and extensive experience. We are, of course, always up
to date with the latest diagnostic equipment and special tools.
Cars that leave our workshop are always test driven and washed
before delivery. All our services are designed to be as easy as
possible for our customers, we offer our customers a pick up and
return service or loan/rental car.

We have high satisfaction among our customers. Knowledge,
experience and the right equipment is a prerequisite for being
able to perform work at optimum efficiency – this saves our
customers unnecessary long service stays and expenses for
excess hours worked.

What’s new at Insignia?
After opening in September 2014, we have established the
‘Insignia Club Garage’ (car-hotel with showroom), a five-star hotel
and a great coffee lounge in our modern premises of 7,000m2.
2015 is offering exciting launches, events and new automotive
experience.

What do your customers like about Insignia?
With our four iconic car brands and advanced workshop facilities,
Insignia is the place to be for Norway’s top automotive experience
– come and see us today!

Where are you located?
We have a unique, central location in Oslo, on Konows Gate road.

Konows Gate, 67B, 0196 Oslo, Norway
T: +47 23 23 33 00 E: salg@insignia.no W: www.insignia.no

MORGAN CARS CHINA
CHINA

Stand 16-17, Worker stadium
Chaoyang district Beijing.
CHINA 100027
Phone: +86 105 735 1137
www.morgan-cars.com.cn

CLASSIC & SPORTS
CAR CENTRE AB
SWEDEN

Maskingatan 21, 57433,
Vetlanda, Sweden
Phone: +46 3831 0051
www.classic-cars.se

INSIGNIA
NORWAY

Sofienberggaten 35, 
0588, Oslo
Phone:  +47 2323 3388
www.insignia.no
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Spectacular coastal views
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We live in a quiet corner of
rural North West Devon
very close the Cornish
county border. Traffic

congestion is unheard of even in the
summer months. It is often possible to
leave home and travel for miles without
seeing another car. For someone like
myself who fought the traffic around
Heathrow for 44 years, this lack of traffic
can have an apocalyptic eeriness about it.

up with people you haven’t seen since,
well, last market day. Eggs don’t come in
a box, they come from your neighbour’s
chickens and the Post Office visits
the village in a van. London is often
thought of as an abstract concept rather
than an actual place and may as well be
in Belgium. 

This lack of traffic and the end of my
London commute coupled with a dream
of touring Devon and Cornwall in
something unusual steered us in the
direction of a Morgan. We eventually
decided the Morgan 3 Wheeler would be
the ideal travel companion.

We have since found our Morgan
encourages adventure and discovery. It is
like a naughty puppy that drags you off in
unexpected directions sniffing out new
locations as it goes. Its occasional bark
and growl is then followed by a mellow
‘potato potato’ exhaust note announcing
your arrival. We have never yet arrived
anywhere without being questioned
about the car. We were once cheered and
waved at by an entire coach party in

W

3 MOORS IN
A 3 WHEELER
This month Devon resident, Robert
Stennett, takes his 3 Wheeler across the
border to Cornwall, taking in the fresh
Cornish air and enjoying those twisty
coastal lanes. Little ports, cream teas and
empty roads make for a proper Morgan
touring experience. Take it away, Robert!

In this part of Devon there are no
major transport links. No trains, no
motorway. It is also not en route to
anywhere. If you are here, it is by intent.
In many respects a time warp exists here.
Accents are often strong and a slower,
more bucolic way of life is still the order
of the day.

People still use the butchers, the
bakers and the Clovelly fish man. Market
days are an event and a chance to catch

“We were once
cheered and waved at by an

entire coach party in Tintagel”

Dartmoor Warhorse
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refreshment stops and scenic vantage
points. Dartmoor prison at Princetown
has an interesting past. During the
1800s it was used to detain American
prisoners of war. I wonder if they told
Mr Spielberg.

Back onto the A30 and south to
Launceston and a cup of tea with my
parents, who live just outside the town.
Launceston (locally pronounced Larsen.
Cornish: Lannsteven) is often thought of
as the gateway to Cornwall. Following
the A30 from Launceston westwards
takes travellers across Bodmin Moor.
The author Daphne Du Maurier stayed
at Jamaica Inn on Bodmin in 1930,
which was to be the inspiration for her
book of the same name: a tale of
wreckers and smuggling. In her book, the
landlord describes Bodmin as a
“God-forgotten spot”. On a foggy
winter’s day it is still bleak but it is less
isolated than it once was and a popular
stopping point for tourists headed south
into Cornwall during the summer. I have
found it is possible to park the 3 Wheeler
just about anywhere around here
without too much trouble.

The car seems to have a magic that
modern cars just don’t have. Checking
the weather on our smart phone, it was
pretty clear there was a bank of cloud and
murky weather in front of us so we opted

heated seats the extremities still get cold.
Dartmoor is an amazing place. Sir Arthur
Conan Doyle set his book Hound of the
Baskervilles here. Perhaps his inspiration
was the black dog legends of the area. 

Steven Spielberg also filmed
Warhorse on the moor. He was
apparently impressed by the landscape
and the dramatic skies of Dartmoor
during the filming. It is easy to see why;
the roads across the Moor are
breathtaking whatever your mode of
transport, but made more brilliant in a
Morgan. There are a number of suitable

“Leaving a public place in the 3 Wheeler has an air of drama and theatre about
it. So you try to get in as gracefully as possible. Do your best not to stall as you
pull away and, of course, don't look directly at the camera(s)”

Tintagel. Attention like this is something
usually reserved for minor celebrities.
The photographs, the questions and the
interest in the car does take some getting
used to but adds to the fun of owning
something this unusual.

People descend on us at every
refreshment stop, comfort break and pub
car park we visit. I’m sure if we arrived in
an Aston or a Lamborghini we would not
garner so much attention. Even if we
arrived astride a time machine with
flashing lights, spinning clocks and
calendars we would make a less
dramatic entrance.

It is surreal. There is a farm at the top
of our lane that has a tea shop serving
cream teas. The view from the farm on a
clear day is spectacular with Dartmoor
stretching across the horizon. The
farmer’s wife claims it is one of the best
views in Devon. In the centre of that
view, is our little house. And from the
surrounding lanes, Bodmin and Exmoor
can also be seen. During a weekend in
early summer we visited all three moors
in the Morgan. Weather in this part of the
world is often localised so, after holding
a finger into the wind, we chose
Dartmoor as our first port of call. 

The air was crisp and the views
amazing. We did stop on the moor for
coffee and a warm up, as even with

to turn onto the A39, Atlantic Highway
at Indian Queens and head into
Newquay for lunch. The Morgan, as
always, attracted quite a lot of attention.
After lunch we headed north along the
coast to Rock and Polzeath, two of our
favourite places. Not as famous as their
counterpart on the other side of the river,
Padstow. But all the better for it. We then
opted for an afternoon cream tea in
Trebetherick. Of course the owner of the
cafe came out to inspect and chat about
the Morgan but we kind of expect that as
par for the course.

Cream tea pitstop

Jamaica Inn Bodmin
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Lyn & Graham Peek 0033 5 46 33 36 09   www.cottagesandclassics.com
Email: thepeeks@wanadoo.fr Members of MSCC, Morgan Club de France & AMOC

La Rose des Vents, an elegant 4 star manor house & luxury holiday cottages, with 
heated swimming pool, set within 2.5 acres of gated grounds in the heart of the 
Charente Maritime, specialising in holidays for the discerning classic car owner.  
Surrounded by vineyards and sunflowers, yet just 15 minutes from Cognac and within 
easy reach of the Atlantic beaches, Bordeaux La Rochelle and the chic Il de Re.
Choose from:
• Self catering luxury cottages, with option of welcome dinner 
• B & B in the Manor House
• Cottage based B & B mini breaks 
• A selection of classic car tours for  4 – 20 people, including the Circuit des  
 Remparts Special – ideal for groups of friends/members of classic car clubs.
• You choose the dates and we organise the tour, bespoke tours a speciality
• Cottage and Classic experience includes rental of 4 seater Morgan

Enjoy secure covered parking, the use of a garage and tools and a selection of 
prepared scenic routes to explore the Charente, Bordeaux and Dordogne regions
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Isaac. Port Isaac is of course better
known as Port Wenn from the TV series
Doc Martin. A few waves and smiles
along the way and we are soon back in
what we consider to be our home
stomping ground, Widemouth and Bude.
Visitors to our house often get a ride in
the Morgan along this section of coast
and a cream tea. They always leave with a
big grin and a promise to visit again.

The following day we rejoin the A39 at
Bideford. Charles Kingsley described
Bideford as “The Little White Town”
because of its little white houses on each
side of the river. We skirt around
Barnstaple, pretend not to notice the
gawping sun seekers in Woolacombe and
into Mortehoe. Mortehoe manages to
remain more or less undiscovered. There

Leaving a public place in the 3
Wheeler has an air of drama and theatre
about it. People stop what they are doing
and watch. So you try to get in as
gracefully as possible. Do your best not to
stall as you pull away and, of course, don’t
look directly at the camera(s). When you
press that starter button and the big V
twin coughs and splutters into life those
watching could be forgiven for thinking
you were off on a sortie. The fly screens,
aluminium skin and exposed rivets give
the Morgan a definite biplane look. The
open cockpit, aircraft-styled instruments,
and hang-out driving position all serve to
reinforce the aeronautical feel. Every trip
is an adventure.

We head back to the A39 taking the
pretty route via Port Quinn and Port

are many places in the world that claim to
be one of the prettiest this or the best
that. This claim attracts the tourists, the
money and the developers. Inevitably
something is lost along the way and they
usually end up as a nice-to-visit
destination but in a pastiche sort of way.

Mortehoe makes no such claim. I’ve
never seen it advertised anywhere. In
fact, they should erect a sign similar to
those seen on the doors of London sweet
shops adjacent to schools stating “Only
TWO tourists allowed into Mortehoe at
any one time” – this would fix the access
issues and keep this pretty place a secret.
It’s a great place to rumble into in an
open-top Morgan on a sunny day. My
advice is: don’t visit Mortehoe; you
wouldn’t like it. But if you do go, don’t tell
anyone – let’s keep it a secret.

After a cup of tea, we head north
towards Lynton and Lynmouth. There
are some very tight hairpin bends on this
section of the A39 and the Morgan
has a limited turning circle, but it
didn’t disgrace itself. We stopped on the
climb out of Lynmouth to admire the
view and shortly after took the four-mile
scenic toll road towards Porlock. In the
1960s this toll road used to host the
Somerset section of the RAC rally and
the views are well worth the £2.50 toll,
they are spectacular.

At Porlock Weir we proved a
distraction to students who stopped
listening to whatever they were being
told and turned in unison to gawp at the
more interesting Morgan slowly ‘potato
potato-ing’ past. Five minutes later we
did the same going in the other direction.
A quick provision stop in Porlock
resulted in more questions, a couple of
holidaymakers from Malvern and
another enthusiast who had visited the
Morgan factory just weeks before.
Everything takes longer in a Morgan! We
waved goodbye and set off back to the
toll road to admire the view and have
lunch in peace.

This country, given the right weather, is
unbeatable. Seeing it in the Morgan is icing
on the cake. It truly is what I describe as a
’Grey World Escape Capsule’!

“Students stopped listening to whatever they were
being told and turned in unison to gawp at the more
interesting Morgan slowly ‘potato potato-ing’ past”

Lynton

Robert Widemouth
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Even now, when we hear the
term ‘handmade’ you can be
forgiven for assuming that not
everything is fettled from a
block of metal or wood. That
would be irresponsible,
wasteful and frankly, damn
expensive. Morgan knows this,
so it makes sure that where
possible, the parts are bought
in. This is no bad thing. First,
the parts bought in are of the
generic variety – engines,
suspension parts and such.
Secondly, the more timesaving
the parts fitted to the cars, the
more time is available to make
the handmade elements really
special, just like the cover on

the rear deck of a Plus 8. 
On face value, it’s a just a disc

of metal. In reality though,
there’s a lot more to it than that,
as we discovered after spending
some time with Richard, a star
of previous Perfect Parts (he
makes doors, too). 
First, we realised we were

wrong to assume that the cover
is made from the aluminium cut
from the rear panel. This is
because it’s too small, so a
new one has to be cut that’s
roughly 50mm greater in
diameter than the hole in the
rear panel itself. Not only is this
because of the required overlap,
it’s also because there needs to

be room for the metal to
‘shrink’ as it’s worked into a
sheet with edges and folds. 
The first thing that Richard

does is to put a 90 degree fold
around the disc. The fold is
around 10mm and it takes
several turns through the hand-
operated wheel before it’s at a
full 90 degrees. It also warps
the disc out of shape, so, once
the fold is done, Richard takes
it back to his bench and
somewhat unsympathetically
wallops it back into shape! 
After that, a block and

hammer are used to make the
fold as uniform as possible.
Richard then takes two lengths

A) The rear panel
awaiting the new
cover
B) The all-
important
template
C) Rolling in the
90 degree
bend...
D) ...takes a little
while
E) The bend is
then hammered
into shape

098  www.mogmag.co.uk

PERFECT
PARTS
It’s all about the details when it comes to a Morgan,
and this month MOG looks at one detail you may
overlook – the cover on the rear of a Plus 8. It’s not
just a circle of metal – it’s a work of art! 

A

B

D

C E
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of wire and feeds them through
the hand-operated metal-
bending machine. This reshapes
the wire from being straight to
being a perfect curve, just right
for the cover. 
The wire is a two-fold benefit.

Of course it’s there for aesthetic
purposes, acting as a bead to
hammer and shape the
aluminium over and around.
More crucially though, it provides
a new source of strength for the
cover, which would be less than
rigid without it. 
The wire is hand-beaten into

the disc. Richard works through
a full 360 degrees of metal,
ensuring the aluminium that has

been folded ends up uniformly
beaten into shape. Once it’s
done, it’s checked against the
template once more and then
sent off to be sliced and diced
in the name of ventilation. 
The final element required –

excluding paint of course – is
the addition of the louvers. This
is where the template comes in,
as what was once a humble
circle of aluminium has now
come too far to be scrapped in
the name of failure. 
Once everything is marked

up and the distances and
measurements are confirmed,
the louvers are cut into the
metal. It’s a nerve-wracking

process, but after years of
training and thousands of hours
of experience, the hands of
Richard are as steady as a rock. 
And that’s it. It’s then trial

fitted to the car before going
off for paint. All that work,
several hours in fact, for
something that most people
would miss. That’s not the point
though – Morgan knows that
for every 10 people who
overlook it, one will see it as
beautiful handcrafted detail.
This is all for that one person,
as well for the soon-to-be
owner. Oh, and of course, it’s
handmade because that’s what
Morgan does best! 
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F) Wire is bent into
shape...
G) ...before being
hammered into the
cover
H) The cover is
offered up to the
body
I) The louvres -
tricky to get right! 

F

G

H

I

Perfect Parts Issue 41_Layout 1  26/06/2015  10:02  Page 2



Price – £25.00 Contact – www.carplan.co.uk

CarPlan Soft Top Renovation 
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As many of you will know, soft-tops can
take an awful beating during the dull
winter months – if you’re brave enough
to tackle them in your precious motor
that is. The constant damp conditions
wreak havoc, encouraging moulding and
staining and, come summer, the damage
is clearly visible. 

CarPlan’s Soft Top Renovation kit
promises to clean and re-proof any
material soft-top. Not able to find a dirty
enough Morgan, we tested it on a
cream-roofed MG that was in urgent
need of cleaning.

With CarPlan’s kit we set to work – not
before having to scare off our eager cat
helper with the hosepipe (sorry Felix!).
First, sticking to the instructions by using
the very coarse sponge provided, we
lathered up the pre-soaked material with
the shampoo – it cut through tree sap

very well and it made short work of
organic build up. The sunny June day
dried the material out quickly and
we were extremely impressed with the
clean finished result – the colour was
really beaming.  

Soon after, it was time to apply the
waterproofing solution. Having used
many proofing solutions in the past, for
coats and shoes etc, we noted that all of

them required the material to be
pre-washed and still damp. The
instructions here state it has to be
completely dry. We double-checked the
instructions and it clearly states: ‘Apply
to dry surface’, so we did...

Initial results are great – a small test
results in some fantastic water beading.
Good, it works, at least we thought so,
but the very next day a small shower
seemed to have washed away the weather
proofing solution. No more beading
whatsoever – the material was saturated. 

Was it down to the conditions on the
day? Or was it a mistake within the
instructions? We believe that perhaps it
would work best applied while still
damp, so it really soaks deep down into
the material. It certainly cleans and
conditions, but it’s not the super
waterproof results we were hoping for.

Very clean, but
not weatherproof!
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Price –  Cleaner - £7.25 Conditioner - £8.25 inc vat  Contact – www.gliptone.co.uk

Gliptone Leather Cleaner and Conditioner Kit

Highly recommended by John Brant at
Bespoke Leathering in Birmingham, who
recently did some repair work on one of
our cars, we set about testing this product
with extremely high expectations. Simply
put, it’s fantastic and does a great job on
leather seats and door cards. The gentle
cleaner, when applied with the provided
soft nailbrush, easily removes any
ingrained dirt from the seats and door
cards to give the leather a clean untreated

look. Add a little warm water and a bit of
elbow grease and the leather comes up
like new.

The conditioner is applied after the
leather cleaner has dried. The conditioner
itself is a non-greasy cream which is
designed to soak into the leather within
seconds, softening and restoring its
suppleness. Rubbing it in, the leather
cleans up even better and makes the
whole car smell fantastic. 

Top notch,
couldn’t fault it!

You don't need to put much effort or
pressure to bring it out in a great finish.
Gliptone promise us that the products
breath new life into old seats, but preserve
the unique, natural qualities of the
original leather – and we believe them!
Now the leather is soft, supple and in
some ways the conditioner seems to
tighten the hide – amazing. We
thoroughly recommend this one. It’s easy
to use and gives a great finish.
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Price – £37.14  Contact – www.sealey.co.uk

Sealey’s 21-piece screwdriver set contains
solid tools made from high-quality
Chrome Vanadium polished shafts with
shot blasted and magnetized tips. They’ve
also got textured handles with round
profile design to offer maximum power
transfer from hand to fixing. Essentially,
they’re just good-quality screwdrivers!

For everyday tasks you’re covered
with a range of different tips of various
sizes – the usual fare of flathead,
crosshead and hex. Everything works as
it should and the textured handles are
comfy to use. They even come in a handy

carry case that is compact enough to fit
in larger tool cases. 

Honestly, we couldn’t find a fault in
the quality of the screwdrivers at all; the
case could be a bit better though, it’s got
a cheap plastic-y feel. We do have a bit of
an issue with the price. With many other
manufacturers offering budget tools that
still seem to be OK quality, this does
seem a bit steep. But then again, you’re
getting Sealey quality, which is seriously
solid stuff – and you’re dealing with a
reputable company. As always, you get
what you pay for!

Sealey Screwdriver Set with Carry Case Solid,
reliable, but
a bit pricey

Tried & Tested Issue 41_Layout 1  26/06/2015  10:09  Page 3



NEXT MONTH

ON SALE 13TH AUGUST

4/4 SPEEDSTER
OUT FOR A SPIN
PLUS+
Thrill on the Hill and Silverstone Classic
Show Reviews and much, much more!

Please note: These planned editorial contents
may be subject to change where necessary. 
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Experience a unique, rural retreat on an authentic 
working farm. Our spacious en-suite rooms have 

beautiful views of the rolling countryside, and you 
will be made to feel at home in our 15th Century 

farmhouse with its magnificent Georgian frontage.

Situated 8 miles from Shelsley Walsh, and 15 
miles from the Morgan Car Factory, we o�er 

secure, o�-road parking and a smooth driveway 
for your classic car.

Commissions and beginners courses in Modern 
and Traditional upholstery are also o�ered.

Huntlands Farm
BED & BREAKFAST

For more information please visit 
www.huntlandsfarm.co.uk 
or contact Lucy and Stephen at 
enquiries@huntlandsfarm.co.uk 

Tel: 01886 821955       Mob: 07828 286360
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MORGANATICS
YOUR cars. your photos. your faces!

Send in your Morgan photos and a short caption for your chance to have them published
in the magazine! You can email them to editor@mogmag.co.uk, tweet us at
@mog_magazine or post them to our Facebook page at www.facebook.com/mogmagazine

After seeing our snaps 
of the SLR Morgan at 
Donington Historic, 
Tcherek Kamstra sent 
us these pictures of the 
SLR when it was owned 
by her step-dad, Bill 
Fink, who raced it in the 
US. “I miss seeing that 
car in the garage every 
day,” she tells us! We 
would, too.

Streamlined Stateside
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Here are a few snaps 
of Morgans and the 
‘glamping’ lifestyle at the 
iconic Le Mans race track. 
Our correspondent James 
Washbrook took to the Le 
Mans 24 Hours to hunt for 
all things Morgan. From 
the cutting edge LMP2 
Morgan-Nissan to the 
much more traditional 
4/4s and Plus 4s, all sorts 
of Mogs could be seen on 
what was a glorious week 
of racing.

Looks Like Le Mans!

Morganatics.indd   105 26/06/2015   12:32:38



106 www.mogmag.co.uk

MORGANATICS

“On Saturday 6th 
June my wife and I 
attended Ladies Day at 
Worcester Races. When 
we returned to the car 
park we found someone 
seemed to have taken 
a shine to our 4/4 and 
demonstrated their 
affection. We have no 
idea who she (or he) 
was, but the car is still 
blushing!”
Adrian and Melanie Ball

“There was a very warm 
welcome on the hillsides 
as the MSCC and more 
than 400 of Malvern’s 
finest descended upon 
the picturesque Welsh 
town of Llangollen for 
the annual MOG Event, 
excellently organised this 
year by Devamog centre 
who cover the Chester and 
North Wales area.

“The most enjoyable 
part was meeting old 
friends, making new ones 
and being immersed in 
all things Morgan for an 
entire weekend. As they 
say (for Morgan fans) the 
annual MOG is probably 
the most fun you can have 
with your clothes on!”
Phil Royle

Snog Mog

Hills Are Alive

Morganatics.indd   106 26/06/2015   12:32:43



QUALITY PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENTS
& ACCESSORIES FOR YOUR MORGAN

www.librands.co.uk

Latest Endorsements from happy customers: 
Re Librands 3.7 litre Roadster dual exhaust. “Thank you for everything - car sounds magnificent(&
goes like stink!). Regards, Jochen”

Clear Front Flasher Lens Kit
Our Librands kit comprises two genuine
Lucas lenses, amber bulbs, new screws
and gaskets. Fit them in 10 minutes for a
cleaner fresh look to the front of your
Morgan. £28.00

Librands Compact Storm
Cover Top quality Voyager, high tear-
strength, lightweight, breathable
material. Quickly protects the cockpit of
2-seater, roof down or up. Covers wind
deflectors etc. Folds into integral bag;
small enough to tuck under the seat. Now
only £70.

Librands Streamline Badge
Bar In polished stainless steel; sits
directly in front of the strip at the bottom
of the grille. Display up to four badges
without badge bar clips and screws. Over
Rider cars £66.80; other traditional cars
and Aero £49.95

Night Breaker Unlimited head
lamp bulbs Even brighter than the
Night Breaker Plus; up to 110% more
light, 35% more distance and 20% whiter
light than standard bulbs of the same
wattage. Fully road legal, easily fitted in
traditional Morgans replacing the
standard H4 bulbs. £28 per pair.

NOW ONLY £70

Librands Outdoor Car Cover
Stormforce, 4 layer, all weather car cover,
breathable fabric allows damp to
evaporate. Indoor & outdoor use. Heavy
duty washable fabric, soft lining prevents
scratching. Sizes include current 4
seaters with our rack. From £120.00

Librands Sidescreen
Steadies Polished stainless steel
combine with Morgan sidescreen
bracket & fit on the inside of the door to
stop the sidescreens bowing out at
speed. Fold flat when removed and fit in
sidescreen bag. Include two sidescreen
brackets and all fittings. £138 pair

Librands products are all easily installed and fully described on our web site and many can be
purchased on line. All prices exclude VAT and Delivery

Librands Mirrors
Interior Mirror - our small convex interior
mirror in stainless steel replaces the
standard plastic item in seconds. See more
behind and more through the windscreen;
no refraction when the sun shines on it with
the top down. Thousands sold. £39    Fitting
kit (for pre May 1999 cars) £6.00. Door

Mirror - larger round convex door mirror fits to the standard base. Fully adjustable both
sides. £72 per pair. Polished stainless bases and arms £60 per side.

Librands Luggage Racks
In polished stainless steel with
sidescreen stowage, available for
most models.  From £310.
For cars without bumpers or over
riders, but with a spare wheel £415

Plus 4 Duratec manifold and catalyst: 2006 on, £995.00 (left)
Plus 4 GDI manifold & ceramic catalyst: 2014 on, £1265.00 (centre)
Dual Sports Exhaust System Morgan +8 £800, Roadster, including New 3.7ltr
Roadster £865. On the new Roadster, our system gave close to a 20bhp improvement
on an independent German rolling road.
Single System Sports Exhaust For most 4 cylinder Morgans from £415.
Different sound levels available.
Librands Stainless Manifolds From £385 (4 cyl cars) and £954 (+ 8)
Aero 8 Sports exhaust Gives extra 25 bhp. All models rear outlet £1100.00

Suplex traditional Morgan front suspension
refinement system If you do not want
to fit the Librands Advanced Suspension
system, we recommend this kit for £595.00.
For best results we supply hard chrome king
pins and spiral groove bronze bushes for
£135 extra. Call for the fitting instructions.

Bilstein rear dampers Valved to complement the Suplex
front suspension which has front Bilsteins in the kit. Rear Bilsteins £170 per pair.

H180 Cibié Head Lamp Units
Side lights built in, better focus on dip &
main beams. Easy to fit. Combined with
Night breaker bulbs, this is the best legal
combination without going to very
expensive HID lamps. £89 per pair.
European dip versions in stock for
driving on the right. £96 per pair.

Visit www.librands.co.uk  or telephone Rob Wells on : 01707 662950 or 07836 229800  Email: info@librands.co.uk

Clear Rear Flasher lens kit
Following the success of our clear front
flasher kit, we have discovered genuine
Lucas clear rear lenses that match
exactly the amber lens. Our Librands kit
comprises two genuine Lucas lenses and
two amber bulbs.Simply change them in
five minutes. Kit comprising 2 lenses and
2 amber bulbs £24

Stainless steel polished
driving lamps  For Morgans with
over riders. Slim 6” diameter lamps, 100
watt halogen bulbs. Lamps only £86 pair;
Lamps + wing brackets (over rider cars)
£143 set; Lamps + bumper brackets
£162 set. Spot Light Brackets: Wing
fitting for cars with over riders £28.50
each. Bumper tube fitting £38.00 each..

Librands door check
Mk1 and Mk2 
Mk1 for all traditional cars from
1997 and earlier cars with a
scuttle roll bar. Mk2 for pre 1997
cars without a scuttle roll bar. It
holds the door open while you
get in and out. £114 per pair.

New +8 (Aero Chassis)
Librands Mk3 door
checks.
Easily fitted, and delivered with
extra stainless bolts to replace
the ones that can rust on the
lower hinge, full instructions and
an Allen key. £149 per car set.

Morgan Motor Co are now fitting Librands door checks to every new Roadster

The Librands team at Llangollen

MOG 2015
It was great to meet
friends old and new at
Llangollen in Wales

Librands Roll Bar System
For all 2 seater long door cars from 1997.
Rigid, discreet base frame that bolts to, and
stiffens, the chassis. Quickly bolted to the
top you can have a polished, stainless road
hoop that fits closely under all types of hood,
or a taller competition hoop in T45 steel
tubing. £845 inc fitting kit and instructions.

Librands Foot Locker
Designed to make your passenger safer and
more comfortable. It stops them from
sliding down in the seat, and they don’t
need the seat forward to rest their feet on
something solid. Also useful lockable
storage. In two sizes to fit most Morgans
including 3 wheelers. Full details on web
site.  10” £185.00;   12” £195.
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MORGAN UPGRADES

Mike Duncan  
The Hartlebury Garage

Morgan 3 and 4 Wheeler Agent

GET YOUR SUMMER SERVICE HERE!
Genuine spare parts and mechanical services. 
Used Morgans for sale by commission. Three or 
four wheeler, old or new we have the product 
knowledge.
Please ring to book your service and MOT with 
someone who knows what to look for.
A Morgan owner for over 50 years.

www.morgans4sale.co.uk
Hartlebury Garage, Old Worcester Road, Hartlebury, Kidderminster, Worcestershire, DY11 7XH
tel: 01299 250025  email: sales@morgans4sale.co.uk

MORGAN POSTERS

MOG is proud to be able to offer Ken Reed’s fantastic Morgan 4/4 
artwork at a reduced price of £35 for MOG readers. They are a 
fantastic piece of art to add to any Morgan enthusiast’s collection.

Back in 1975 he created this eye-catching Morgan poster while 
waiting for delivery of a new 4/4 four-seater. The posters were 
originally available from the MMC and selected dealers, and now 
are available direct to MOG readers!

The posters are 21" X 16" (53.3cm X 40.6cm). Usually priced at 
£40. Saving exclusively through MOG magazine. 

£35 and £4.50 postage (UK), £7 Overseas

To order call 0844 815 0525

MOG Exclusive 
Morgan Poster by Ken Reed

WELDING GAS

Hobbyweld 5
UN - 1956

NON-FLAMMABLE
COMPRESSED

GAS

2

Chemical Formula
2% O2 / 5% CO2 / 93% Ar

Class 2.2 Packing Group 1
Cylinder Pressure 137 bar

• Completely RENT FREE
• Over 170 agents nationwide
• 10 Professional gas types available
• Save over £300 vs. disposables
• Compact and Lightweight

Join 1000’s of customers saving 
money every single month with the

Hobbyweld
Rent Free Gas Cylinder

www.hobbyweld.co.uk  |  0800 433 4331

TOOLS

TOOLS BY POST
THORCRAFT LTD
 01424  717453

www.toolsbypost.com 

Gunson 77124 Whitworth 
Combination Spanner Set 8pc
£32.98 inc. VAT

Whitworth spanner set 
supplied in traditional 
oiled leather roll. 
Spanner set with Bi Hex 
Ring. Sizes 1/8, 3/16, 1/4, 
5/16, 3/8, 7/16, 1/2, 9/16

Mail Order Available £3.98

CALL THE TEAM

01905 332980 OR EMAIL 
INFO@PROJECTVIVA.CO.UK

WOULD YOU LIKE TO
ADVERTISE HERE?

MORGAN SERVICE
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MORGAN CLUB

MINI MORGAN MODELS

AUTOMOTIVE LITERATURE

PooksMotor
Bookshop

of Rothley, nr Leicester LE7 7PJ

1000'S OF SALES 
BROCHURE'S AND BOOKS 
INCLUDING A VARIETY OF 

MORGAN LITERATURE

0116 2376222
pooks.motorbooks@virgin.net
www.pooksmotorbooks.co.uk

Collectible diecast model cars, bikes, aircraft, 
buses, plant, farm, commercial & military 

vehicles. Including the Morgan 4/4, Aero 8 & 
Super Sport.

Free Personalised Number Plates

  

08456 44 70 44

PARTS CAR DRYER

Video and full spec on website.
TEL: +44 (0)20 8445 6811 E&OE

100% Duty Cycle. 240 volts. CE Approved. 

BUY ONLINE WWW.CARDRYERS.CO.UK

RUST & STREAK FREE
BLASTS WATER AWAY IN SECONDS

Use Metro’s 70 years of  know how to fi ght rust. Quickly and safely 
blast moisture out of every nook and cranny leaving your Morgan 
streak free. Completely safe for all paint & chrome fi nishes.

2 YEARWARRANTY

Made 
in USA

1.3HP*

ONDSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSSS

w how to fighththththththththththththththththttthththththtthtt rust Quickly a

1.3HP5 YEARWARRANTY
2 YEARWARRANTY

4HP*8HP*
*Peak

**

**Shown with 
optional dolly.

FROM 
£99  
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FREIGHT SERVICES

COOLANTS

BATTERY MAINTENANCE

uksales@evanscoolants.co.uk
www.evanscoolants.co.uk

SHEEPSKIN & LEATHER PRODUCTS

MORGAN CLOTHING ACCESSORIES

THE "MORGAN" COLLECTION
Fabulous Morgan Silk ties, Bow ties, 
Pocket Squares and Handmade 
Handbags available now for 
Christmas delivery.

VISIT www.HergestDesigns.com 

hergest.pdf   1   28/11/2014   10:38:19
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INSURANCE

DON’T FORGET
TO MENTION

01905 332980
INFO@MOGMAG.CO.UK

WHEN 
RESPONDING
TO ADVERTS

CAR STORAGE LEATHER CARE AND REPAIR SPECIALIST

+44 (0) 113 252 1014   www.yarwoodleather.comsales@yarwoodleather.com

Automotive
Original leather suppliers to
The Morgan Motor Company

LEATHER CARE

marketplace.indd   111 29/06/2015   12:30:27



MARKETPLACE

112 www.mogmag.co.uk

MOG MARKETPLACE

BOAT BUILDERS

You have the car,
Now, how about the boat...?

www.peterfreebody.com

ALLOY PROTECTOR MORGAN DEALER

www.allonwhite-cars.net

MOTS
CAR SALES SERVICING
RESTORATIONS

0844 573 1964
High Street, Cranfield, Beds, MK43 0BS 

Email: sales@allonwhite.co.uk

CARS WANTED

STEERING WHEEL RESTORATION

www.SteeringWheelRestoration.co.uk

Steering Wheel Restoration

Steering wheel restoration, vintage to modern
cars, tractors, lorries, buses, boats. Bluemels,

Celluloid, Bakelite, Wood & Plastic.
tel:+44 (0)1843 844962

Steering wheel SWR ad:Myrtle c          

Derek C Mowat

07836 740333
www.derekcmowat.co.uk

ALL MORGANS WANTED

GARAGE CABINETS
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INSURANCE

S P E C I A L I S T  V E H I C L E  I N S U R A N C E

Insurance Quotation Hotline 

01277 206911
classicuw@equitygroup.co.uk 
www.rhclassicinsurance.co.uk

RH Advert [105x55].indd   1 14/01/2014   14:13:08

LUXURY WATCHES

MOTOR PITS

GARAGE LIFT

INSURANCE

MORGAN DEALERS
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The AR’s the Star
Remember the AR V6? Of course you do, it was a blinder of a
car! Well, as these sneaky shots show, there’s another car in the
mix that will be proudly wearing the AR Motorsport badge, and
it comes in the form of the AR Plus 4. Details are still thin
on the ground at the moment, but what we can reveal is that a
Cosworth engine will propel this baby. Last time we checked,
anything with a Cosworth lump was fast – let alone a
lightweight sports car! This is going to be one exciting car! 

Cheap Thrill
The 4/4 is going to become even more affordable and, at
the same time, even more thrilling. With the promise of
being stripped back and built with the focus purely on
driver enjoyment, the baby of Morgan’s four-wheeled range
should serve as a great way for those with a smaller budget
to get behind the wheel. It’ll take cues from the bigger V8
Speedster, such as an aero screen. But with a 1.6 under
the bonnet, it should be easier to push to the limit for
maximum fun! Expect a full feature soon! 

INSIDE TRACK

With plenty of shows on the horizon the crew at Morgan have been working hard to hone,
tweak and perfect a mass of new offerings. MOG snuck in with a camera to find out more. 

114  www.mogmag.co.uk

Production Placement
You’ve seen it on the cover of MOG, and now working its
way through the factory is the first production example of
the stunning new Aero 8. It’s looking a bit bare at the
moment, owing to the fact it’s in need of some paint and
some trim. It’ll be done soon though, and you can be sure
that MOG will be there when the complete car breaks
cover. We might even see if we can grab the keys, too! 

Exhausted
This 3 Wheeler may look a little odd to some of you.
It’s okay though, you’re right to think so. You see, it’s
lacking something that’s normally quite a prominent
feature on these cars – an exhaust. It’s not unfinished
however, it just doesn’t need one because, and this is
the breakthrough, it’s powered by an electric motor.
Yes, Morgan has gone all eco with a volt-supping take
on electric motoring. It’s going to be weird to drive
one without that V-twin thrum, Check out our report
on its debut at Goodwood and watch out for more in a
future issue of MOG!
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THE 2015 MORGAN CLASSIC  - HAND BUILT TO YOUR 
SPECIFICATION AND NOW STARTING AT ONLY £ 29,995* 

why wait?
With pre-loved Morgans holding their value and always in 
demand, contact your dealer to discover how little it could cost 

ORDER NOW FOR SUMMER DELIVERY
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