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EDITOR’S LETTER
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PARTY POOPER: 
No one makes  
a nuisance of 
themselves quite 
like Briggs

LET’S BE CAREFUL, CHAMP
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Coming 
next week
l WE'LL be in 
the thick of a 
busy weekend, 
ringside in 
Wembley for 
Chris Eubank 
Jnr's shot 
at British 
middleweight 
champion  
Nick Blackwell, 
and in Sheffield 
as Kevin Bizier 
challenges  
Kell Brook 
for the IBF 
welterweight 
title. We'll also 
report from 
EVERY other 
British show. 
 
l ANDRE WARD 
returns to action 
in Oakland in a 
crucial light-
heavyweight 
clash with 
Sullivan Barrera. 
We'll be ringside 
there, too. 
 
l WE talk 
in-depth to 
Callum Smith, 
ahead of his 
shot at the 
European super-
middleweight 
title. We also 
look ahead 
to Ashley 
Theophane’s 
mission to 
dethrone  
Adrien Broner. 
 
l AVAILABLE  
to download  
via iTunes and 
Google Play 
from March 29, 
and the print 
edition is  
in stores on 
March 31.

We must keep the Shannon Briggs invasion in perspective 

Follow us and keep up to date 

 @BoxingNewsED     BoxingNewsOnline

T’S the catchphrase that 
keeps on giving. Shannon 
Briggs jumps on a plane in 
the USA, lands in London, 
finds David Haye’s gym in 
Vauxhall, and barks “Let’s go 
champ!” at the locked doors. 
It’s unknown if Haye is inside 
and choosing to ignore the 
lunatic, if he’s inside and –  
as Briggs opines – scared 
stiff, or – most likely –  
he’s somewhere else entirely. 

No matter, on it goes. 
Outside Buckingham Palace 
“The Cannon” 
explodes again.  
He’s causing 
quite a 

racket, so he’s asked to move on. 
But Briggs insists he’s not going 
anywhere. He has bought a  
one-way ticket to the UK and he’s 
not leaving until he gets what he 
wants. “Let’s go champ!” he screams 
during interviews. “Let’s go champ! 
I want Haye! Let’s go champ!  
I want [Tyson] Fury! I want 
[Anthony] Joshua! Let’s go champ!” 

There is something both likeable and 
concerning about Briggs, a giant of a 44-year-
old whose best days in boxing passed many 
years ago. Anyone who has spent any time with 
the heavyweight will know he is, underneath 
the maniacal exterior, a warm, generous and 
intelligent man. He’s on the comeback trail, 
again, after a long period of time when he was 
convinced his career was over. A period of time 
when he attempted to find a new way to earn 
a living for his family, piled on weight, tried his 

big old hands at sales, yet came back to the cosy 
dangers of boxing, as so many ageing fighters do. 

He spent the first 18 months of this latest 
adventure – which began in 2014 following a 
four-year layoff – chasing then-heavyweight 
king Wladimir Klitschko without success. It was 
a memorable mission, often amusing as he 
hounded his target in public, but one always 
doomed for failure. His desire to snare a huge, 
lucrative fight is unquestioned, but he has  
shown little interest in earning that chance –  
his comeback fodder has been underwhelming. 
Somehow, the WBA rate him at No.4. 

The last time he fought at world level, in 2010, 
made for unpleasant viewing; against Wladimir’s 

brother Vitali, he injured his arm, 
and was hospitalised following a 
brave but futile bid for the WBC 
title. And though Briggs will claim 
he merits a big fight today because 
of past endeavours, we have to go 
back to 2006 for the last time he 
topped a ranked fighter. Even when 
the former WBO champion was at 
his peak, he struggled to perform as 
he should. It is the longest of long 
shots to think he could begin to 

fulfil his potential now, in his mid-forties, against 
a new and dangerous breed of heavyweight.

Briggs is undoubtedly made for the razzmatazz 
that comes before battle, but the concern is he 
could get badly hurt during. Full credit to the 
man for getting back into incredible shape at 
middle age, for making himself relevant, but let’s 
be real here. While the current circus is all well 
and good, should that big fight he craves occur, 
everyone involved should proceed with caution.

FOR A 
LONG TIME, 

HE WAS 
CONVINCED 
HIS CAREER 
WAS OVER

l HEROL GRAHAM, in a 
London hospital battling 
a mystery illness, is 
unquestionably one of 
Britain’s greatest fighters 
of all time. 

He combined elegance 
with spite like few 
before him, and was 
the inspiration for 
plenty of young fighters 
- like Naseem Hamed 
– to follow. It’s almost 
criminal that Graham 
never managed to snare 
a world title and that his 
three brave efforts have 
defined his legacy.  
In truth, those title tries, 
against Mike McCallum, 
Julian Jackson and 
Charles Brewer, were 
exceptionally tough –  
by any era’s standards 
– yet he came close to 
winning each of them. 
Let’s also remember his 
majestic beatings of 
Mark Kaylor, Ayub Kalule, 
Lindell Holmes, Rod 
Douglas, Jimmy Price and 
then, approaching 40, 
he surprised many while 
defeating the favoured 
Chris Johnson and Vinny 
Pazienza. Let’s also credit 
Graham for his humility 
and kindness, for 
being a true gentleman 
that British boxing is 
immensely proud of.

All at Boxing News 
wish him a speedy 
recovery.

I

Matt 
Christie 

@MattCBoxingNews

Editor



ERCER’S WARD in London’s 
Whittington Hospital is a 
fairly unremarkable venue 
for what is proving to be 
boxing great Herol Graham’s 
hardest fight of all. Indeed, 
but for the sporadic trickle 
of visitors that congregate 
around Bed No. 3 there 
is little to differentiate it’s 
inhabitant from the ward’s 
other short-stay guests. Even 
the impossibly young doctors 
and nurses who regularly 
poke and stab the former 
British and European light-
middle and middleweight 
champion seem unaware of 
the precious gem that they 

have within their midst. Such is reality for one of 
British boxing’s finest exponents. A reality you’d 
have thought he’d gotten used to by now.

It’s been the best part of two decades since 
Herol last laced them up in anger. Yet even 
the most cursory of Google searches reveals a 
poignant tale that should be required reading for 
anyone wishing to make a living from the art of 
hitting and not getting hit. Herol, as anyone who 
appreciates boxing will know, happened to excel 
at the latter. However, his retirement has largely 
comprised more lows than highs. But then Herol 
would be the first to agree that he is not the only 
boxer ever to have difficulty coming to terms with 
no longer being a boxer.

They say that there is no such thing as a routine 
operation. Such has been the case for Herol, 
who was wheeled into theatre on March 6 for 
appendix surgery. What is normally a half-hour 
procedure became a five-hour struggle when 
complications were discovered. This was followed 
by a second operation to remove abnormal scar 
tissue known as abdominal adhesions that were 
blocking the ex-boxer’s bowel. 

As I write, Herol and his family have no choice 
but to play the waiting game. Despite a battery of 
tests, no doctor has been able to come up with a 
definitive explanation for why Herol’s still-super-
fit body is reacting in such a manner. Without 
a diagnosis there can be no treatment, which 
means that there is nothing to do but sit and 
hope for no further internal scarring.

As in his fighting days, Herol is being cared 
for by a small but dedicated team of people. 
These include gym owner Sedat Sag, whose 
selflessness has been an inspiration, as well as 
Herol’s wonderfully assertive daughter Natasha. 
Bearing the biggest burden of all has been Herol’s 
long-term partner Karen Neville. The weight she 
has on her shoulders is more than one person 
should ever have to carry. A pity then, that boxing 
has been so slow to rally around one of its finest. 
From this observer’s perspective there have been 
far too many excuses and far too few visits from 
people who could really make a difference.

The next few hours are crucial for Herol 
Graham, who has endured his ordeal with good 
humour and bravery. Never has his destiny been 
so much in the hands of others.
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THE HARDEST FIGHT OF ALL

GUEST COLUMN

It’s time to rally around Graham as he battles in hospital
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for the May 7 threat of 
Amir Khan

ON THIS DAY 
Check the site daily  
for new stories 
behind the big-fight 
anniversaries

‘PAC MAN’ RETURNS
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taken inside Manny’s 
(supposed) final 
training camp
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An amusing look back 
on how the big boxing 
names embraced the 
social media age
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INSPIRATION:  
Graham is flanked by 
Leon McKenzie [left]  

and Frank Bruno

THE YOUNG DOCTORS SEEM UNAWARE OF THE 
PRECIOUS GEM THEY HAVE WITHIN THEIR MIDST

M

Ian 
Probert

Journalist 
and author 



WHAT a mess! When Tyson Fury 
won the world heavyweight 
title from Wladimir Klitschko in 

November, the boxing world had a new 
hero. However, we now have a further 
four fighters claiming to be a ‘world’ 
heavyweight champion, in Deontay 
Wilder, Charles Martin, Lucas Browne and 
Luis Ortiz. This rubbish needs sorting out. 
Being a world champion is just a label 
these days.
Johny Lewington, Adelaide, Australia

A TOP CHAMPION
A GOOD night’s work from Terry 
Flanagan, successfully defending his WBO 
lightweight title on points against the 
dangerous Derry Mathews in Liverpool 
earlier this month. Flanagan showed 
some great skills, and kept Mathews at 
bay for most of the fight. 

This was bout No. 50 for Mathews, 
and he’s had a great career, but he didn’t 
have enough against Flanagan, who has 
a good engine, and is rapidly becoming a 
top champion.
Patch Hammond, Norwich

SKILFUL SKEETE
CONGRATULATIONS to Bradley Skeete 
for beating Sam Eggington for the British 
and Commonwealth titles in Birmingham 
this month. In a 50-50 fight on paper, 
Skeete used great ringcraft and boxing 
intelligence to win a clear decision.

He has proven that a defeat sometimes 
improves a fighter. After his loss to 
Frankie Gavin, he’s come back stronger, 
mentally and physically. If there was a 
rematch, I’d probably favour Skeete.
Haydn Williams, Neath

WALSH BROS HAVE POTENTIAL
IT surprises me that Cromer’s fighting 
Walsh brothers, Michael, Liam and  
Ryan, don’t have more of a prominent 
place on the big UK shows. 

Twins Liam and Ryan in particular  
have huge potential, and they’re never in 
dull fights.

Perhaps being based in the boxing 
backwaters of East Anglia has limited 
their opportunities? I’m sure they  
could headline much bigger events, 
and gain national recognition given the 
chance. 
Kev Bullus, via e-mail

KOVALEV vs GOLOVKIN
SERGEY KOVALEV is without a doubt 
one of the top three pound-for-pound 
fighters in the world. I’d rank him in front 
of Guillermo Rigondeaux, but behind 
Gennady Golovkin.

If rumours are to be believed that 
Golovkin did well against Kovalev during 
their past sparring wars, then if I was 
“GGG”, I’d push for a fight with Kovalev, 
instead of staying at middleweight and 
being avoided. One thing is for sure,  
if Kovalev-Golovkin did happen, it’d be 
an all-action fight.
Jamie Ingleby, via e-mail
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A HEAVYWEIGHT MESS@
NICKBLACKWELL02

FIGHT WEEK.
British middleweight 

champion  
NICK BLACKWELL 

expresses excitement 
about his upcoming 

showdown with 
Chris Eubank Jnr, 

with the use of   
caps lock.

@TONYBELLEW
I dreamed a dream! 

#AndTheNew
Cruiserweight 

contender  
TONY BELLEW 
lands a shot at  

the vacant WBC  
title against  

Illunga Makabu.

@ANDREWARD
Effort is between 

you and you. I’m the 
toughest opponent 

I’ll ever face!
ANDRE WARD 

apparently doesn’t 
think too much 
of  the opponent 

for his next light-
heavyweight bout, 
Sullivan Barrera.

@BCAMPBELLESPN
This ‘Roy Jones 

fights a fan’ combat 
sports internet PPV 
is the bottom of the 

food chain. If you 
weren’t watching you 
wouldn’t believe it.

ESPN analyst 
BRIAN CAMPBELL 

summarises the 
general consensus 
as Roy Jones Jnr’s 

career falls further 
into madness.

@BADOUJACK
Preparing for the 
toughest fight of 

my career. #AndStill 
#JackBute

WBC super-
middleweight 

champion  
BADOU JACK is deep 

into camp ahead 
of  his title defence 

against Lucian Bute.

T WEETS

LETTER OF  THE WEEK

WE ASKED. . .

OPINION
ON TWITTER
@BoxingNewsED

ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/boxingnewsonline

Fans, fighters  
and pundits all  
have their say

DARREN TARDITI WILSON
Lennox Lewis knocked him out 
years ago, and he has done nothing 
since to gain a big fight.  
 
JOHN MARCUS
No. He’s only trying to talk himself 
into a big fight. But he hasn’t done 
anything in the ring to prove he 
deserves a big fight.

HAYDN WILLIAMS
Yes. He still generates enough buzz 
to get a good live gate and good 

TV revenue. The ideal opponent for 
David Haye.

MICHAEL ROURKE
Audley Harrison used to get 
enough, so why not? Briggs still 
has a good punch on him and poses 
a threat.

CARL MAY
Yeah, give him a shot.  
He’s entertaining and talks  
the talk. Let’s see if he can back 
it up.

Photo: ACTION IMAGES/REUTERS/ CHRISTIAN CHARISIUS

PRETENDER? 
Wilder [pictured]
is the WBC heavy 

king, but Fury 
beat Klitschko

POLARISING:   
Our readers are 

divided on 
Briggs’ merits

DOES SHANNON BRIGGS DESERVE A  
BIG FIGHT AT HEAVYWEIGHT?

Photo: ADAM HUNGER/USA TODAY SPORTS
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NICK BLACKWELL VS CHRIS EUBANK 
JNR: WHO WINS AND WHY?

WHO IS THE BEST BRITISH FIGHTER 
NEVER TO WIN A WORLD TITLE?

NATHAN 
CLEVERLY  

vs  
JUERGEN 

BRAEHMER
Who wins  

this match-up  
of long-time 

light-heavyweight 
rivals?

SAM HAWORTH
Braehmer is a tough 

and underrated 
veteran, however, 
I think Cleverly’s 

better activity will 
see him win a close 

one on the cards.

JORDAN KHERA
Big fan of Braehmer. 

He wins this; 
talented boxer. 

Cleverly’s going to 
try and turn this  

into a fight.

DANIEL CHAPMAN
Cleverly by workrate 
alone. If he fights 
like he did against 
Andrzej Fonfara,  
it’s a no-brainer.

LEWIS HOWARD
Braehmer by KO. 

Four years ago  
I would have said  

the opposite.

AGIM KELMENDI
Juergen. This guy 

has a great chin and 
a punches like a 

hammer.

JOE BURGOYNE
Cleverly outworks 

Braehmer for eight 
rounds comfortably, 

Braehmer pulls it 
back a bit in the last 
four rounds to make 
it close-ish but, if in 
Germany, the judges 
give it to Braehmer 
to retain his WBA 

‘regular’ world title. 
 

STUART SUTTON 
Cleverly is just the 

better all-round 
fighter, but if it’s 

in Germany he will 
never get a decision 

in my view.

HEAD-2-HEAD

‘I LOVED EVERYTHING ABOUT  
THE WAY WATSON FOUGHT’

Tommy  
Martin

Ex-English 
super-light titlist
Michael Watson 
is the name that 

stands out for me. 
He’s a bit of an 
unsung hero.  

I loved his style 
and everything 
about the way 
he fought. It’s a 
shame he never 

reached the 
pinnacle of  
the sport.

Ryan  
Rhodes

Former EBU 
154lb champ

Herol Graham. 
When I was a  

kid growing up, 
he was ‘The man’ 
because of some 
of the people he 
beat, and when 
he fought Julian 

Jackson he made 
him look silly, 

until one punch 
changed it.

 

Martin  
Murray

Super-middle 
contender

I remember 
watching  

Michael Watson 
when I was 

growing up. It was 
unfortunate what 
happened to him. 
If I had to pick the 
best, it would be 

him. 

Lewis  
Pettitt

Ex-Southern 
Area 122lb boss
Michael Watson 

and Herol Graham 
stand out. More 
recently, there’s 
Kevin Mitchell.  
I don’t know if  
he’s the best,  

but he proved 
against Jorge 

Linares he was 
world level.

Tommy  
Martin

Ex-English 
super-light titlist
I honestly believe 
Blackwell can pull 

off the upset.  
I know most 
people are 

favouring Eubank, 
but I think  

Nick can do it.  
He needs to let 

his hands go early 
and put it on 

Eubank.

Ryan  
Rhodes

Former EBU 
154lb champ 

I’m slightly 
favouring Eubank, 
but it won’t be an 
easy fight for him.  

I think it will be 
cagey for three  
or four rounds, 

and then he’ll start 
to pull away and 
take it on points.

 
 

Martin  
Murray

Super-middle 
contender
It’s a very  

good fight.  
You’ve got to give 
respect to Eubank 

for taking it,  
but I think he’s 

made a mistake. 
I’m picking 
Blackwell  

to win.

Lewis  
Pettitt

Ex-Southern 
Area 122lb boss

I think Eubank 
might nick it, 

based on his past 
performances. 
I really hope 
Blackwell can 

do it, but I just 
feel Eubank has 
enough to hold 
him off and win.

NEARLY MEN 
George Gigney lists 10 of  

the best British fighters  
never to win a world title

1. JIM DRISCOLL
The gifted Welshman looked to have 

had the better of world featherweight 
champion Abe Attell in 1909, but the 

title was not on the line.

2. OWEN MORAN
The thuggish Brummie drew with 

both Driscoll and Attell – and even 
beat Battling Nelson in 1910. 

Lightweight champion Ad Wolgast 
had too much for him though.

3. HEROL GRAHAM
Graham lost three world title fights, 

though had dominated WBC champion 
Julian Jackson for the best part of 
four rounds before the belt-holder 

ended the fight with one punch.

4. NEL TARLETON
Despite having just one lung, 

the Liverpudlian won British and 
Commonwealth featherweight titles 

and pushed world champion  
Freddie Miller hard twice.

5. ALAN RUDKIN
Rudkin took on three bantamweight 
greats during his time, falling short 
against Fighting Harada, Lionel Rose 

and Ruben Olivares.

6. DAVE CHARNLEY
Southpaw Charnley did eventually 
beat world lightweight champion  

Joe Brown, but only after the 
American had lost his title.

7. MICHAEL WATSON
Watson was involved in some 

incredible fights, but his rematch 
with Chris Eubank in 1991 left him 

with life-altering injuries.

8. LEN HARVEY
Harvey managed to win the  

Lonsdale Belt at middle, light-heavy 
and heavyweight – all in the  

space of one year, but could only 
garner British recognition as a 

‘world’ champ.

9. KIRKLAND LAING
An upset win over Roberto Duran  

was the pinnacle of Laing’s career, 
which was hampered by his battles 

with substance abuse.

10. JOCK MCAVOY
McAvoy knocked world middleweight 
champion Ed Risko out inside a round 

in 1935, but the title was  
not at stake. 

10 COUNT

ON INSTAGRAM
boxingnewsonline

EMAIL
letters@boxingnewsonline.net

POST
Boxing News Letters, 30 Cannon St, London, EC4M 6YJ

THE PANEL



TRUE BLUE: 
Bellew [pictured]
hopes to fight 
Makabu at  
Goodison Park

PLAY IT AGAIN:  
Ortiz thumps Berto 

during a 2011 thriller
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BELLEW’S MOMENT

WATCH OUT, VICTOR

TONY BELLEW insists he has the 
“toughest fight of his life ahead 
of him” when he takes on African 
danger man Ilunga Makabu for 
the vacant WBC cruiserweight title, 
with Goodison Park and June 4 the 
likely venue and date.

“He’s probably the most 
dangerous fighter in the division. 
Highly avoided, 19 wins, one loss 
and [out of] all of his wins, only one 
has gone the distance,” Bellew tells 
Boxing News. “There are some really 
good names on his record too.” 

Left-handed Makubu – born in 
Congo but based in South Africa – 
holds a rare stoppage win over  

FALTERING welterweights Victor 
Ortiz and Andre Berto are set for 
a rematch on April 30 at Carson’s 
StubHub Center. Their first fight was 
won over 12 by Ortiz five years ago.

“I know I’m in for another war,” 
says Ortiz. “I’ve always been open 
to a rematch because Berto has a 
big mouth and something to prove. 
After our fight he went on a losing 
streak because I gave his opponents 
a blueprint on how to beat him. ” 

Neither fighter has impressed 
since their opening battle: Ortiz 
hasn’t beaten a rated fighter since 

Glen Johnson and has notched 
victories over Dmytro Kucher,  
Eric Fields and Thabiso Mchunu. 

“I know he’s strong, clever,” 
Bellew continues about his rival. 
“He’s a southpaw, which is usually 
a nightmare for me but I’m a 
student of the game and I’ll watch 
everything he does and I’ll leave it to 
my fantastic coach, Dave Coldwell, 
to formulate the game plan.

“I’ve got a good idea how I’ll beat 
him – he’s a lot smaller than me.  
As much as he got all those 
knockouts, I actually think I’m the 
bigger puncher.

“But I’m not underestimating  
him, he’s a brilliant fighter. You’re 
not going to get an easy fight at 
this level.”

their opening encounter; Berto is 
subsequently 3-3; and both have 
lost to Floyd Mayweather.

“I’ve never wanted my story to be 
perfect; that’s boring,” Berto claims. 
“Everything I’ve been through has 
turned me into a savage. It’s time to 
close this chapter. I want his head!”

NO EXAGGERATION
LAST week, in our ringside report, 
we suggested the 6,500 attendance 
for the March 12 Terry Flanagan-
Derry Mathews show at the Echo 
Arena may have been “exaggerated 
a little.” Queensberry Promotions 
contact us and would like to make 
clear the figure was in fact correct.

GROVES-BROPHY ON APRIL 9
GEORGE GROVES might take on 
Martin Murray in the summer, 
but first he must get past unbeaten 
Scotsman, David Brophy.  
Their super-middleweight 
12-rounder will take place on  
the April 9 Matchroom show 
topped by Anthony Joshua’s  
shot at IBF heavyweight boss, 
Charles Martin.

Groves is rebuilding his career 
under the stewardship of young 
trainer Shane McGuigan following 
three world title defeats (two to 

Carl Froch, and most recently to 
Badou Jack in September). 

“It’s nice to be in a domestic 
dust-up,” says Groves. “David is 
an undefeated fighter so I’m sure 
he will be coming with a lot of 
confidence... The work with Shane  
is going well. There’s plenty of  
big fights out there for me, and  
I’m willing to fight anyone, so we 
will see what routes open for me.”

The last time Groves met a 
Scottish fighter on the undercard 
of a ‘world’ heavyweight title fight 
– David Haye vs Audley Harrison 
in 2010 – he was dropped by Kenny 

Anderson before recovering to 
win. Brophy is confident he can do 
better than Anderson, and score 
the upset.

“I said yes to the fight straight 
away,” says Brophy. “I didn’t even 
know how may rounds it was,  
or anything about the money... I feel 
really confident and I would not 
have taken this fight if I wasn’t... I feel 
as if he is going to have a big fight 
in the summer and he’s treating me 
as a stepping stone and that is even 
better for me. I don’t mind being the 
underdog and I don’t mind going 
into somebody’s backyard either.”

FRIDAY March 18, 2016

WEDNESDAY March 16, 2016

THURSDAY March 17, 2016

‘SAINT GEORGE’: Englishman Groves is 
looking forward to representing his 

nation in his April 9 showdown

THE WEEK What’s been going  
on in the boxing world 
over the last seven days
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BAD BEHAVIOUR:   
Wilson is banned after 
failing a drugs test

IN THE MIX: 
Ormond is chasing an 
IBF lightweight title 

shot after his latest win 
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ORMOND 
WINS BELT

JONES JNR 
BEATS FAN

AMERICAN 
DREAM

BROWNE’S 
SHAME

STEPHEN ORMOND notches 
a tidy 10-round points win at 
the House of Blues in Boston, 
Massachusetts, dominating 
lightweight gatekeeper Marcos 
Jiminez over 10 rounds to win a 
lopsided and unanimous decision 
(100-90 twice, 100-89).

Dublin’s Ormond (134 1/2lbs) 
picks up the IBF Inter-Continental 
lightweight strap in victory,  
a ratings booster if nothing else, 
and improves to 21-2 (11). Jiminez 
(134lbs) has now lost five of his last 
eight, all against solid opposition.

Also on the bill: Gorey’s Niall 
Kennedy (228lbs), who halts 
Arthur Saribekian (261lbs) in one 
round to move to 4-0 (2); Dubliner 
Steve Collins Jnr (192 1/2lbs) 
flattens debutant Tyrell Bates 
(186lbs) in the opening session to 
motor to 6-0-1 (2); and promising 
super-bantamweight TJ Doheny 
(120 1/2lbs) – born in Portlaois, 
Ireland, based in Bondi Junction, 
Australia – clumps Gerardo Marin 
Hernandez (122lbs) into sixth-
round submission, moving to  
15-0 (11) in the process.

Elsewhere: South African Hekkie 
Budler (104lbs) loses his WBA 
straw title at home via unanimous 
verdict to Nicaragua’s Byron Rojas 
(105lbs), all three judges notching 
115-113 at Emperors Palace in 
Kempton Park; at the Arena Theatre 
in Houston, Texas, ageing Juan Diaz 
returns to stop Fernando Garcia  
in nine. Both weigh 136 1/2lbs.

BOXING history is full of sad 
demises, but the case of Roy 
Jones Jnr is up there with the most 
depressing. 

Three months after being clocked 
cold by Enzo Maccarinelli in 
Russia, the 47-year-old steps into 
the ring with a fan, knocking him 
out in two rounds. Part-time MMA 
fighter, Vyron Phillips, 33, ‘earned’ 
the right to face Jones after he was 
selected from 1,500 entries through 
a Facebook vote despite having no 
boxing experience. Phillips would 
have made $100,000 if he’d won.

The farce is sanctioned by 
Arizona State Boxing, and somehow 
headlines a pay-per-view bill on 
internet network, UR Shows TV.

The fleshy Jones Jnr, predictably, 
is in control from the start; Phillips 
finds trouble in the opening round 
before being finished in the second. 
It’s so ugly it’s hard to watch.

Beforehand, Jones attempted to 
explain himself to CBS Sports: “He 
[Phillips] gets the thrill of a lifetime to   
be able to get in the ring with me. 

“You know how many people 
would give up their life to get an 
NBA game or NFL game or get that 
one fight? Just to do something 
that has been a dream and they’ve 
aspired to do for their whole life. 
Can you imagine what that means 
to a person?”

After being flattened, Phillips 
advises Jones to retire.

AMID rumours of a return to 
the ring to fight WBA and IBF 
middleweight champion, Gennady 
Golovkin, Floyd Mayweather 
Jnr again takes to social media to 
exhibit his happiness in retirement. 

On Instagram, the 39-year-old 
posts a video of himself alongside 
piles of cash, with the caption:  
“They say ‘Life Is What You 
Make It’ and to that, I’ll agree 
wholeheartedly! As I sit here 
acknowledging how blessed I am 
to be retired a year shy of my 40th 
birthday, it’s nearly impossible 
to say that I am not living the 
‘American Dream’.

“Without my usual six-pack or 
muscle tone in sight, I can sit back 
and get the last laugh, knowing  
I put in the ‘Hard Work & 
Dedication’ to be 49-0. 

“I’m blessed to wake up every 
morning, certain that my bank 
accounts are growing. Making 
seven figures monthly without 
moving a finger, just further proves 
that I’ve made brilliant investments 
and decisions that allow me to walk 
away from the ring, comfortably. 
I’m proud to be a King.”

Since his last fight, a one-sided 
12-round points victory over 
Andre Berto at the MGM Grand 
in Las Vegas last September, the 
superstar has regularly dismissed 
any talk of a return, which not so 
long ago looked inevitable.

For now, though, Mayweather is 
happy just counting his earnings. 

LUCAS BROWNE plans to seek 
legal advice in repsonse to an ESPN 
report that claims he failed a drug 
test following his March 5 victory 
over Ruslan Chagaev.

It is reported that Browne 
tested positive for the banned 
steroid, Clenbuterol, in a urine 
test conducted by the Voluntary 
Anti-Doping Association (VADA). 
According to the report,  
the substance was found in the 
fighter’s A sample. It is now up  
to Browne, 36, to decide whether 
to have his B sample tested –  
a procedure he would have to  
pay for himself. Clenbuterol is used 
to treat breathing disorders such 
as asthma, but also serves as a 
thermogenic which is effective in 
the fat-burning process.

“Prior to today I had not heard  
of the drug and had no idea what  
it was used for,” states Browne.  
“I am now aware it is essentially 
a weight-stripping drug, and as a 
heavyweight boxer the idea of me 
using it is utterly ridiculous.”

Browne looks likely to lose the 
WBA ‘regular’ title he claimed with 
his 10th-round win in Russia, and 
the result changed to a No Contest.

It’s confirmed that Jez Wilson, 
36, failed a drug test following his 
November 21 loss to Lewis Taylor. 

Wilson, who tested positive 
for furosemide, a diuretic, will be 
banned until December 20, 2017.

SATURDAY March 19, 2016

MONDAY March 21, 2016

SUNDAY March 20, 2016

TUESDAY March 22, 2016

QUOTE OF THE WEEK
‘EVERYTHING I’VE BEEN THROUGH HAS TURNED ME INTO  
A SAVAGE. IT’S TIME TO CLOSE THIS CHAPTER. I WANT HIS HEAD!’
Andre Berto might have spent too much time watching Game Of Thrones while plotting the decapitation of Victor Ortiz
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R.I.P LORD BROOKS
FORMER Chairman of the  
British Boxing Board of Control, 
Lord John “Jack” Brooks, died at the 
age of 88 on March 4.

A staunch socialist and former 
South Glamorgan council leader, 
Brooks was the political agent  
to former Prime Minister,  
James Callaghan, and in 1979 
became a life peer as Baron Brooks 
of Tremorfa. He was chairman 
of the Cardiff Bay Development 
Corporation, playing a huge part 
in the redevelopment of the docks 
there, now known as Cardiff Bay.

The bespectacled pipe smoker 
always fought hard for his beliefs, 
and one of his biggest passions was 
sport, and in particular, boxing. 

While Chairman of the Board,  
he played a huge part in steering 
them through one of their most 
difficult periods after Michael 
Watson was awarded damages 
of £400,000 following the brain 
injuries he suffered during his 1991 
defeat to Chris Eubank. The Board 
endured a lengthy and costly legal 
battle and, struggling to find the 
funds to pay Watson, were on the 
brink of bankruptcy. But Brooks 
relocated their offices from London 
to Cardiff, and thus saved them 
from disaster. He stepped down 
as Chairman a decade ago, and 
relinquished presidency last year.

General Secretary Robert Smith 
described Brooks as “a great boxing 
man and a great person. One who 
served the Board for many years, 
and one who will be sadly missed.”

THE WINNERS
THREE Boxing News readers (Paul 
Wakefield, Jason Taylor and Wendy 
Berridge) have won free coverage of 
Manny Pacquiao-Timothy Bradley 
III from Premier Sports.

Premier Sports will be creating 
a special offer available to UK 
fans to watch the fight, meaning 
nobody will have to pay more than 
£10. Check their website, www.
premiersports.tv, for details under 
the ‘Events’ page. The channel is 
available on Sky Channel 428, Virgin 
551 and TalkTalk 526, and via the 
Premier Player live and on demand.

The rubber match – set for the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas – takes 
place on April 9.

IN BRIEF

Highlighting the best  
of  the week’s stories
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Nathan 
Cleverly tells 
George Gigney 
that he would 
be happy to 
face Juergen 
Braehmer on 
away soil in 
Germany

WILLING TO TRAVEL

NEWS

NATHAN CLEVERLY is confident he can 
finally secure a bout with WBA ‘regular’ 
world light-heavyweight champion 
Juergen Braehmer later this year.  
A fight between the pair has fallen 
through various times in the past,  
but positive talks have been held to  
have them meet in the near future.

Braehmer retained his secondary  
title with a unanimous points win  
over Eduard Gutknecht on March 12, 
and Cleverly is ready and waiting for the 
37-year-old German southpaw.

“I’m back in the game mentally, 
enjoying the training again. It looks  
like I’ll have a tune-up fight in May, 
potentially on the Manchester bill  
[May 7] or the Glasgow bill [May 21],”  
he told Boxing News. “Then the plan is the 
big one against Braehmer. I know talks 
have begun. It’s been in the making for a 
long time. It’s fallen through three times 
in the past, so let’s hope we can finally 
get it on.”

Such was the expected outcome  
of Braehmer’s fight with Gutknecht,  
talks about a fight with Cleverly had 
begun before he had even won.  
Eddie Hearn, Nathan’s promoter,  
has collaborated with Kalle and Nisse 
Sauerland, who handle Braehmer, 
numerous times in the past, and the 

29-year-old Welshman hopes that can  
continue.

“I know the Sauerlands and Eddie  
have got a good working relationship,  
so I think we can make it happen,” 
Cleverly said. “I saw him fight [against 
Gutknecht] and, to be honest, it’s the way 
I expected the fight to go. He got the 
win, he did what he does. He sticks to his 
strong points, doesn’t do anything fancy. 
He’s just a good, solid operator. Now let’s 
get involved in a fight with a bit of spice.”

Cleverly lost his WBO light-
heavyweight title via stoppage to  
division kingpin Sergey Kovalev in  
2013 (rsf 4), before dropping decisions to 
Tony Bellew (at cruiserweight) in 2014 
and Andrzej Fonfara last year.

Braehmer, who has only ever boxed 
outside of Germany once, has defended 
his title against predominantly second-
tier opposition since winning it in 2013.

“He’s a world champion, but he doesn’t 
set the division alight because he’s tucked 
away in Germany, defending the title 
against fringe contenders,” Nathan said. 
“Before he retires, let’s get a fight on that 
will set the division alight. Nothing has 
been finalised, but I believe I’d have to 
travel for this fight, and I believe Germany 
would be the destination, but I’m more 
than happy to do that, I’m willing.”

STILL WAITING: 
Cleverly [pictured] 
remains keen to 
challenge Braehmer
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MAKING IT COUNT: 
Hyland has been 
preparing diligently 
for his big chance
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PREVIEWS

and keep coming forward, it will be interesting to see how he 
copes with that pressure. But I do agree he is the second best 
featherweight in the world, just with his raw talent alone he is up 
there.
What do you think of the featherweight division as a 
whole? With the weight class stacked with quality boxers, 
such as Lomachenko, Russell and WBA king Leo Santa Cruz.

It’s a busy division, with Lomachenko being number one, he is 
an incredible fighter. I think [IBF ruler] Lee Selby is an outstanding 
talent, Santa Cruz is a great fighter and [ Jesus] Cuellar holds  
the secondary WBA title, so he is up there with the best.  

[Abner] Mares is another great fighter,  
so there are a lot of top featherweights. 
Carl Frampton looks like he is moving up 
to featherweight, so the division is getting 
bigger and better. I hope me winning on 
April 16 will get me right up there mixing 
with the best of them.
How do you see a potential  
Santa Cruz-Frampton fight going?

I am good friends with Carl and  
I have sparred him on many occasions,  
so I know just how good Carl Frampton 
is. He has the punch-power to hurt 
anyone. I think it would be a great fight 

with Carl’s boxing skills matched against 
Santa Cruz with his come-forward style, 
throwing loads of punches. Carl is very 
good against come-forward pressure 
fighters because he is so good off the 
back foot. I think it would a great fight if 
it happens. 
I know you are not thinking too far 
ahead, but if you are able to beat 
Russell next month, where do you 
see your career going?

Firstly, it would be a dream come true, 
plus I would dedicate it to my dad who 

had trained me all my life. His passing was hard on me, so I would 
dedicate it to him. Financially, it would be great for my family,  
and I would look towards making some unification fights with the 
likes of Selby, Santa Cruz or even down the line maybe a big fight 
between me and Carl. It would be massive for the Irish fans,  
we would put our friendship aside because we know it’s a business 
at the end of the day. We would knock the heads off each other 
then go and have a beer afterwards. But I know what I have got to 
do to be able to be in that position to have those big fights, both in 
America and this side of the water. 

T was recently announced that Patrick Hyland 
will challenge for the WBC featherweight title 
against American Gary Russell Jnr on April 
16 in Mashantucket, Connecticut. Dublin’s 
Hyland has put together four straight wins since 
his sole defeat (in 32 pro fights) at the hands 
of Dominican Javier Fortuna by unanimous 

decision in 2012. A victory against Russell will see the 32-year-old 
deliver what he always wanted to achieve – winning the green belt. 
How is training going ahead of April 16?

Training is going great. I have actually been training since before 
Christmas, as I was supposed to fight on a 
show in February in Dublin, then that got 
called off because I was told I was going 
to fight Russell in March, but then it got 
pushed back to April. I took a few weeks 
off because of the postponement so  
I didn’t peak too early, but I’m back on  
it now and I feel good, I feel strong and  
I can’t wait for fight night. I’m very excited 
to be fighting for the world title. 
What was your immediate reaction 
when you got the call to say that you 
were fighting Russell?

My team said to me they had 
something big in the pipeline, so I waited 
and then I got the call saying, ‘Do you 
want to fight Russell for the WBC title?’ 
I said, ‘Great, let’s do it.’ I jumped at the 
chance as it’s been a dream of mine to 
not just fight for a world title, but to fight 
for that green belt. I’ve always wanted 
that green belt, so when the fight was 
offered I took it straightaway. I know  
I’m up against it against a guy like Russell, 
but it’s all down to me and I know with 
hard work and determination, and 
executing what I need to do in the fight 
to the best of my ability, I feel I can create an upset on the night. 
Some regard Russell as the second best featherweight in  
the world behind Ukraine’s WBO titlist Vasyl Lomachenko. 
How do you rate Gary as a fighter? 

His strengths are his boxing ability and his fast hands. He is a 
very clever fighter, he’s got loads of natural talent, great ring craft, 
and again, his handspeed is unbelievable. Sometimes he likes to 
stay in the pocket a bit too long, he gets away with it because of 
his handspeed, but against someone like me who will consistently 
be putting the pressure on him and be able to take his punches 

Q & A
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‘I’VE ALWAYS WANTED 
THAT GREEN BELT’

Patrick Hyland speaks to Connor Boundy about his dream WBC title shot

‘FRAMPTON AND 
I WOULD KNOCK 
THE HEADS OFF 

EACH OTHER’

NOT PATRICK’S DAY: Hyland [left] swings at Fortuna,  

but ends up losing on the scorecards



PREVIEWS Previewing the best 
upcoming fights 
around the world

★★★★★  OUTSTANDING ★★★★  GOOD ★★★  FA IR  ★★  D ISAPPOINTING ★  RUBBISH

The s tar  ra t ings  ind icate  how we l l  the  wr i te r  be l ie ves  the  f ighters  match  up,  the  f ight ( s ) ’  contextua l  s ign i f i cance ,  and  how good the  f ight ( s )  w i l l  be 

is Sheffield’s Kell Brook. The undefeated 
IBF welterweight titlist has long craved a 
clash with Khan, but has been left waiting 
once again.

Instead of opposing 
his nemesis from Bolton, 
Brook must make do  
with a mandatory 
defence of his world  
title this Saturday  
(March 26) against 
Canadian pressure fighter 
Kevin Bizier, 25-2 (17). 
The 12-rounder, televised 
live on Sky Sports in the 
UK, will take place on Kell’s home turf at 
Sheffield Arena. Matchroom promote 
the event.

Brook, 35-0 (24), claimed the IBF 
crown just over a year-and-a-half ago by 
travelling to California and dethroning 

then-unbeaten American 
Shawn Porter via majority 
decision. Prior to this, 
the Yorkshireman had 
vanquished a slew of 
notable names, including 
Lovemore Ndou  
(ud 12), Rafal Jackiewicz 
(rsf 6), Matthew Hatton 
(ud 12), Carson Jones 
(twice – md 12 and 
rsf 8) and Vyacheslav 

Senchenko (rsf 4).
Kell’s two outings last year saw him 

retain his global strap with dominant 

★★  MAIN EVENT 

★★★  UNDERCARD

HEN Amir Khan’s 
May 7 megafight 
against Mexico’s 
WBC middleweight 
king Saul “Canelo” 
Alvarez was 
announced early 

last month, it came as a huge surprise 
to everyone bar those involved in 
the discreet negotiations. Upon its 
announcement, the fascinating match-
up was very well received by fight fans. 
However, one man who would not have 
been particularly enthused by the news 

W

TREADING WATER:  
Brook is still waiting  
for his defining fight

NO KHAN DO

Brook faces  
his mandatory 
challenger 
after missing 
out on an 
all-British 
superfight  
with his bitter 
rival, writes 
Paul Wheeler 
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‘I’VE 
RECOVERED 
AND I FEEL 
STRONGER 

THAN EVER’



triumphs over Jo Jo Dan (rtd 4) and 
Frankie Gavin (rsf 6). He was scheduled to 
defend his belt against rugged Argentine 
Diego Chaves in October, until a rib 
injury ruled the 29-year-old Englishman 
out.

“I was gutted 
to miss out on 
fighting in October, 
but I’ve fully 
recovered from  
the injury now  
and I feel stronger 
than ever,” Brook 
said. “I’ve been 
working hard  
in the gym,  
and I can’t 
wait to put on 
another explosive 
performance for 
my hometown fans 
and prove that I’m 
the best 147lb fighter on the planet.” 

While Kell is generally considered as 
one of the top operators in the welter 
division, the same cannot be said of 
Bizier. The 31-year-old Saint-Emile man 
has yet to fight anyone at Brook’s lofty 
level, although he did score a career-best 
success last time out in November in 
Miami against Fredrick Lawson.  
Kevin floored the heavy-handed Ghana 
native on the way to a 10th-round 
retirement victory in what was his first 
appearance outside of Canada as a pro.

Seven months before the Lawson bout, 
Bizier, who holds a win over veteran 
ex-unified world lightweight ruler  
Nate Campbell (rtd 8), was pushed 
harder than expected by unheralded 
Fouad El Massoudi (w md 8). Ominously 
for Kevin, both of his defeats have come 
against former Brook victim Dan –  
a fighter who was utterly outclassed by 
Kell. Jo Jo pipped Bizier to split 12-round 
decisions in November 2013 and 
December 2014, but the challenger is 
nonetheless confident that he can pull off 
an upset on away soil.             

“I’m in great physical condition,  
and I’ve had the perfect preparation in 
Montreal with my trainer, Marc Ramsay,” 
Bizier stated. “I know I’ll be the underdog 
once again, but I guarantee you I’ll give 
the fight of my life. Having the crowd 
against me won’t bother me at all.  
I’m optimistic, as I’ve already fought in 
England in the past as an amateur.”

Bizier’s vast experience in the unpaid 
ranks is certainly one of his main 
strengths. Fighting all over the globe,  
he compiled an admirable 98-26 record 
during an accomplished vested career. 
A two-time World championships 

participant, he defeated 2008 Olympic 
gold medallist Felix Diaz and current 
British and Commonwealth 147lb boss 
Bradley Skeete in the amateurs.

Despite the success he enjoyed in 
a vest, Bizier 
does not adopt 
a conventional 
amateur style 
– far from it. 
An aggressive, 
come-forward 
combatant,  
Kevin heads for 
the trenches 
from the outset. 
Advancing with a 
tight guard, he likes 
to go forehead 
to forehead with 
his opponent, 

exchanging punches. However, it would 
be doing Bizier a disservice to simply 
label him as a rough and ready slugger, 
as he selects his strikes with precision, 
intelligence and variety. A busy, robust 
and sharp hitter, he unloads left 
uppercuts, short rights and left hooks to 
both head and body.

Having never been knocked down 
during his time as a pro, Bizier boasts an 
undoubtedly solid chin. Perhaps this is 
why he is more than willing to swallow 
shots in order to land his own. This gung-
ho attitude has resulted in him taking 
some punishment over the years, and has 
left him with battle-scarred skin that can 
be prone to cuts. 

With Brook being a potently powerful 
puncher, Bizier’s lack of head movement 
could prove the visitor’s undoing. The 
champion’s textbook jab is forceful ➤ 

SHOW BIZ-NESS:  
Bizier is preparing to put on  
a display to shock the world
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TALE OF THE TAPE

KELL BROOK  KEVIN BIZIER
@SpecialKBrook  n/a
May 3, 1986/29   DOB/AGE Aug 12, 1984/31
Sheffield HOMETOWN Saint-Emile
English NATIONALITY Canadian 
5ft 9ins HEIGHT 5ft 9ins
69ins REACH 71ins
35-0 (24) RECORD 25-2 (17)
Orthodox STANCE Orthodox
Sep 17, 2004/18 DEBUT/AGE Oct 4, 2008/24 
69 KO PERCENTAGE 63
3 WORLD TITLE FIGHTS 0
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➤ and precise, while his thumping 
follow-up rights are equally accurate.  
A strong and sturdy competitor,  
Kell’s technique is impressive, while 
his conditioning – which was criticised 
by some in the past – has improved 
significantly.

Arguably Brook’s greatest attribute is 
his adaptability. Coached by Dominic 
Ingle, “The Special One” is comfortable 
boxing out of an orthodox or southpaw 
stance, and is confident fighting on the 
front foot or on the counter. His expert 
timing and judging of distance allows 
him to connect cleanly with punches 
from an assortment of angles.

Bizier will press Brook from the 
opening bell, and the hometown man 
will have to work hard to keep him at 
bay with stiff jabs and stern left-right 
combinations. Kevin will make life 
uncomfortable for Kell at times with his 
dogged and direct approach, but Brook 
possesses the versatility, accuracy and 
power to continually chip away 
at his adversary’s resistance, 
resulting in a stoppage 
win for the Sheffielder 
around the halfway 
mark.

In the chief support, 
Hull southpaw  
Luke Campbell, 
12-1 (10), is aiming 
to bounce back from 
his first professional loss. 
Just over three months ago, 
the highly touted 28-year-old 
was dropped en route to a shock split 
points reverse over 12 rounds against 
ex-European lightweight title challenger 
Yvan Mendy. Dewsbury’s two-time British 
super-featherweight champ Gary Sykes, 
28-4 (6), is hoping to inflict further 
misery on Campbell, when the pair clash 

in an all-Yorkshire 12-rounder for the 
vacant Commonwealth 135lb crown.

A decorated star in the unpaid code 
(2012 Olympic gold, 2011 World silver 
and 2008 European gold), Campbell 
initially transferred his excellent amateur 
form to the pro game, registering 
stoppages over respectable opposition  

in Daniel Brizuela and  
Tommy Coyle. Subsequently, 

the recent Mendy setback 
came as a huge surprise, 
and has since led to 
Luke hiring a new 
trainer in Cuba’s  
Jorge Rubio.

Although he was 
not an internationally 

renowned boxer as an 
amateur, Sykes thrived  

on the national stage,  
as evidenced by his 2005 ABA title 

triumph. The 32-year-old has mixed with 
some quality domestic foes as a pro,  
such as Anthony Crolla (twice – w pts 10 
and w sd 3), Gary Buckland (twice –  
l rsf 1 and l ud 12), Coyle (w ud 3),  
Terry Flanagan (l sd 3) and Jon Kays 
(twice – w ud 10 and w rsf 10).
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TALKING 
POINT

IN preparation for Bizier,  
Brook has been sparring Belarus’ 

former European super-welterweight 
champion Sergey Rabchenko and 

Russia’s current Interim  
WBA welter titlist  
David Avanesyan.

HEADHUNTERS:  
Brook [above,  
on left] dominates 
Gavin, while Bizier 
[below, on left]  
tags Dan in the first 
of their two fights

Photo: ACTION IMAGES/PETER CZIBORRA

Photo: ACTION IMAGES/PETER CZIBORRA

‘I’LL BE THE UNDERDOG BUT I GUARANTEE 
I’LL GIVE THE FIGHT OF MY LIFE’



Prior to outscoring journeyman  
Ibrar Riyaz over six sessions eight months 
ago, Gary was on the wrong end of a 
unanimous 12-frame verdict against 
unbeaten Liam Walsh in November 
2014. The combative Sykes was his usual 
industrious and persistent self during the 
contest, but was outdone by the more 
technically proficient boxer – this is also 
likely to be the case versus Campbell.

An educated punch-picker who 
unleashes fluid and spiteful combos, 
Luke’s sharp reflexes, graceful footwork 
and varied arsenal should see him get 
back to winning ways this weekend. Sykes 
has been decked in two of his last three 

outings, but he’s tough enough to last the 
course, before dropping a clear decision.

There was due to be another Yorkshire 
derby on the undercard. Conisbrough’s 
David Allen, 8-0-1 (5), and Sheffield’s 
Richard Towers, 15-1 (12), were set 
to collide in an English heavyweight 
title eliminator over 10, until Towers 
withdrew at late notice. Allen remains on 
the bill, along with heavy-handed local 
middleweight Adam Etches, 19-1 (16),  
who appears in a 12-rounder. bn

 
THE VERDICT Bizier is not at Brook’s 
level, but his all-action style means 
that he will go out on his shield. 
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EXPERT VIEWS

RICO  
MUELLER
IBF NO. 4 

WELTERWEIGHT

I THINK Brook 
will win inside 

the distance 
because he’s 
very strong 

physically and 
has better 

timing than 
Bizier. Kevin is 
a good boxer, 

but he’s not as 
talented as Kell. 

Brook showed 
against Shawn 

Porter that 
he is a strong 

world champion, 
whereas Bizier 
has lost twice 
to Jo Jo Dan. 
Kevin is very 
open to the 

body, so I think 
Brook can finish 
him off within 
eight rounds. 
As I’m ranked 
at No. 4 in IBF 
welterweight 

ratings, I hope 
to fight Brook in 
the near future. 
It’d be a great 
England versus 
Germany fight.

PATRYK 
LITKIEWICZ

KNOCKED OUT BY 
BIZIER IN 2012

BROOK is the 
more complete 

fighter. He’s 
certainly the 
favourite for 

the clash with 
Bizier. Kevin 
has a strong 

punch and you 
can’t write him 
off completely, 
but my pick is 
for Brook to 

win on points, 
or possibly 

via stoppage 
between rounds 

eight and 10.

LATE PULL-OUT:  
Towers is now 

off the bill,  
and out of his  

scheduled 
derby match

ROUGH AND READY:  
Sykes [pictured]  

can test Campbell

Photos: ACTION IMAGES
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NEW START:  
Campbell [left] has joined 
forces with Cuba’s Rubio



Things took a turn when Blackwell’s 
promoter, Mick Hennessy, won the purse 
bids to stage the British title fight.  
At the time, Eubank had 
a promotional deal with 
Matchroom, but after 
Hennessy won the right 
to host the Lonsdale Belt 
bout, Chris and his father 
– the inimitable Chris 
Eubank Snr - were able 
to terminate the contract 
with Matchroom early.

Given Matchroom’s 
exclusive broadcast deal 
with Sky Sports, it seemed a baffling 
decision for a fighter who has stated his 
intent to become a pay-per-view star. 

Never one to stick to convention, 
Eubank eventually signed to face 
Blackwell. The pair meet at the SSE  

Arena in Wembley on 
Saturday (March 26). 
Channel 5 televise.

Despite some 
observers claiming 
Eubank’s decision to 
vie for the British title 
rather than pushing for 
the Jacobs fight suggests 
some self-doubt in the 
26-year-old, Chris insists 
the Lonsdale Belt is one 

he has always wanted.
Eubank Snr, who won world 

honours at middleweight and super-

★★★★  MAIN EVENT 

★★  UNDERCARD

HEN the Board of 
Control ordered 
British middleweight 
champion Nick 
Blackwell to 
defend against Chris 
Eubank Jnr last year, 

few thought the fight would happen.
While an exciting proposal, Eubank 

had earned a shot at WBA secondary 
title-holder Daniel Jacobs by bludgeoning 
Gary “Spike” O’Sullivan over seven rounds 
in December, and was expected to 
pursue that opportunity.

W

HIS OWN MAN:  
Eubank Jnr shrugs off 
comparisons with his father

DIFFERENT STROKES
Blackwell 
and Eubank 
Jnr have 
each 
followed 
paths less 
travelled, 
writes 
George 
Gigney
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‘I AM 
BRITISH. 

I HAVE 
GROWN UP 

HERE. I LOVE 
ENGLAND’

Photo: ACTION IMAGES/ANDREW COULDRIDGE



middleweight, never collected the British 
strap during his glittering career, but Jnr 
claims that does not factor.

“It has nothing to do with my father,” 
he said. “No, he didn’t win the British 
title, but he achieved great things in his 
career. I respect everything he achieved. 
I’m just blessed to have the opportunity 
to challenge for this title.

“Ultimately, I am patriotic. I am British. 
I have grown up here. I love England.  
It would make me very proud to  
say I have accomplished this goal.  
It’s something I have always wanted to 
achieve from day one. That’s why I’m 
going full steam ahead to achieve this 
milestone in my career. It will be a great 
addition to my legacy.”

Regardless of his motives, Eubank’s 
decision to fight Blackwell, 25, presents 
us with a fascinating contest. Though 
their paths converge at the weekend, 
they have emerged from very different 
directions.

Born a Eubank, young Chris was never 
going to be far from boxing. Conversely, 
Blackwell’s family had no real affinity with 
the fight game before he strolled into 
The Ringside Gym (now The Contender 
Gym) in Trowbridge at the age of 15. 

All Nick had was a deep-rooted desire 
to prove himself, and an almost barbaric 
love of fighting. His lack of knowledge 
about boxing was highlighted 
by his immediate move 
into the unlicensed side 
of the sport – he was 
blissfully unaware 
of the traditional 
amateur route into 
the professional ranks.

In his first night  
on the unlicensed 
circuit, he fought  
twice, knocking out  
both of his opponents. 
Once he was 18, he picked up 
his professional licence and never 
looked back.

His passion for hand-to-hand combat, 
at its most base level, is one of the few 
things he shares with Eubank. 

Punished numerous times for fighting 
while studying at the prestigious Brighton 
College, Jnr showed an interest in boxing 
from the age of eight, but his father did 
not allow him to pursue it until he was 
15.

A video of a teenage Eubank 
pummelling a hooded adversary was 
uploaded online in 2007, and the footage 
displayed a seemingly inherent savagery 

in him, long before he established 
himself as an accomplished pugilist.

At 16, he was shipped off with his 
brother Sebastian to Las Vegas, where he 
was thrown in at the deep end. Training 
at places like the Top Rank gym and 
Mayweather Boxing Club, Eubank served 
a brutal apprenticeship in the stifling 
Nevada heat. 

He also carved out a short, but 
promising, amateur career, winning the 
Nevada Golden Gloves tournament in 
just his sixth fight. He finished his time in 
the unpaid ranks back in England after 26 

contests.
Neither Eubank nor 

Blackwell took a 
conventional course  

to the pro ranks,  
but their respective 
experiences 
hardened them for 
what was to come.

Eubank walked 
into a promotional 

deal with Hennessy 
upon turning over in 

2011, and after cutting a 
swathe through unheralded 

opposition, began boxing on 
Frank Warren shows. 

He stepped up in November 2014 
to take on unbeaten then-British, 
Commonwealth and European champion 
Billy Joe Saunders. After a laboured start, 
Eubank clawed his way back into the 
fight during its second half and produced 
a strong finish, but it was not enough to 
sway the judges. He lost a split decision 
and his unblemished record. 

Despite the loss, Eubank proved  
he can mix with top-level opposition  
and displayed a grit some doubted  
he had. His venomous 12th-round ➤ 
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TALE OF THE TAPE

NICK BLACKWELL  CHRIS EUBANK JNR
@nickblackwell02  @ChrisEubankJr
Oct 27, 1990/25 DOB/AGE Sep 18, 1989/26
Trowbridge HOMETOWN Brighton
English NATIONALITY English
5ft 10ins HEIGHT 5ft 11ins
19-3-1 (8) RECORD 21-1 (16)
Orthodox STANCE Orthodox
Jun 26, 2009/18 DEBUT/AGE Nov 12, 2011/22
35 KO PERCENTAGE 73
12 OPPONENTS WITH WINNING RECORDS 17

EXPERT VIEW

BILLY JOE 
SAUNDERS
OUTPOINTED  

BOTH MEN

BLACKWELL 
will bring the 

fitness to match 
Eubank. I know 

Eubank came 
in a little bit 
over[weight] 

against [Gary] 
“Spike” 

O’Sullivan 
[at the first 

attempt], so it 
was obviously 

a struggle. 
Blackwell’s got a 
higher workrate 

than “Spike”,  
so that should 

work in his 
favour. I think 
Eubank will try 

to bully him,  
but if that 

doesn’t work 
early, you 

have to favour 
Blackwell the 

longer the fight 
goes on. It’s a 

real interesting 
fight, but 

I’m picking 
Blackwell. 

TALKING 
POINT

LAST month, Eubank Jnr posted 
a video online of him dropping 
a comparatively inexperienced 

sparring partner. This didn’t sit well 
with Blackwell, who labelled Eubank as 

“disgusting”, and added: “I’ve put 
more than one world champion down 

in the gym over the years but  
I don’t go around bragging 

about it.” 

SOMETHING INSIDE SO STRONG:  
Despite an unconventional route  
to professional boxing, Blackwell 
displays ample fighting instincts

Photo: ACTION IMAGES/ALEX MORTON



➤ stoppage win over Dmitry Chudinov 
three months later further proved his 
class, and he also picked up the spurious 
Interim WBA title with the victory. 

His agreement with Matchroom was 
announced later that year and, despite 
boasts of ‘big’ fights for him, he then 
fought the grossly overmatched  
Tony Jeter in October.  
The American was swept 
aside in two, but Eubank 
was able to display his 
spite and swagger. 

His star continued to 
rise when he agreed to 
fight Ireland’s O’Sullivan, 
whose quiet but cocksure 
demeanour clashed with 
Eubank’s brilliantly. 

The fight itself was 
exciting, albeit one-sided, as Eubank 
punished the Cork man for the kiss Gary 
had planted on him at the weigh-in. 
“Spike” was pulled out after seven rounds. 

Blackwell made his pro debut two 
years earlier than Eubank, but followed a 
more precarious road. 

In just his ninth fight, he battled the 
vastly more experienced Martin Murray – 
the unbeaten Commonwealth champion 
at the time, with the vacant British strap 
also on the line – and retired after five 
rounds.

A year-and-a-half later, he vied for the 
same titles, this time against Saunders, 

whom he pushed hard 
only to drop a 12-round 
unanimous decision.

In 2013, Nick travelled 
to Ukraine to take on  
Max Bursak – who will 
face WBO champion 
Saunders on April 30 
– and floored the Kiev 
native in the fourth. 
Blackwell was unlucky to 
drop that verdict over 12.

It was at this point that Blackwell’s 
career almost slipped into irrelevance, 
and he flirted with the notion of 
becoming a journeyman. However,  
in 2014, he signed with Hennessy,  
and his fortunes changed. Last May,  
he fought John Ryder for the vacant 

British strap and, despite a sluggish 
start, mowed down the highly touted 
Londoner and stopped him in seven. 

After that upset win, he went on to 
make two successful defences – a sixth-
session stoppage of Damon Jones two 
months later, followed by a 12-round war 
with Jack Arnfield in November. 

A win over Eubank would not only raise 
his stock considerably, but Blackwell would 
achieve a lifelong dream with the feat.

“We can both definitely mix it at the 
top level,” he said. “We’ve shown that in 
the past, and the winner on March 26 
will no doubt show it again in the future.

 “I love calling myself British champion. 
It’s a real honour. But I’m not content 
with just winning the belt. I want to win 
it outright – which I’ll do when I beat 
Eubank Jnr – and then I want to win titles 
at European and world level. That has 
been my aim since day one.”

Blackwell’s switch from original  
trainer Mark Kent to the well-respected 
Gary Lockett last year has proved fruitful 
– the Trowbridge slugger has made 
marked improvements since.

20 l BOXING NEWS l MARCH 24, 2016  w w w . b o x i n g n e w s o n l i n e . n e t

PREVIEWS

STILL IMPROVING:  
Blackwell is coming on  
under trainer Lockett

Photos: ACTION IMAGES

‘I WANT 
TO WIN IT 
OUTRIGHT, 
THEN EURO 

AND WORLD’ 



Eubank also made a change to 
his corner team when he brought in 
mastermind Adam Booth last year. Chris, 
like his father, has always been trained 
by the brilliant Ronnie Davies, but the 
addition of Booth seemed like a good fit. 

Rumours have swirled that Booth has 
left the Eubank camp. Davies confirmed 
that Booth has not worked with Chris 
for this fight, but the long-term situation 
remains unclear.

“He hasn’t worked with this camp,  
but beyond that I’m not sure. It’s up  
to the old man [Eubank Snr],” Davies told 
Boxing News.

“I’m very pleased [with Eubank Jnr], he’s 
looking very good. Very sharp. He always 
does. We take every fight as it comes.  
I’m one of those trainers who don’t train 
for certain fighters. Chris knows what to 
do. A good fighter should be able to go 
in there and deal with any situation. 

“He really wants the title. Blackwell’s  
a good fighter though, a strong kid.  
We don’t underestimate anyone.”

While the Eubank camp maintain they 
have not devised a specific game plan 

for Blackwell, Lockett has studied the 
Brighton prodigy for Saturday’s contest.

“Nick’s been with me for about 10 
weeks and he needs no [extra] motivation 
at all; this is a fight he’s always wanted,” 
he told BN.

“He’s always fit, it’s just a case of 
going over the right tactics and working 
on technique for the fight. His main 
sparring’s been George Groves,  
who’s lumping money on him. He says 
we’ve got the perfect tactics to beat 
Eubank. We look at every opponent and 
work out the way to beat them.”

Stylistically, it’s set to be a classic.  
Both are exciting, aggressive fighters with 
terrific engines. 

While he is not a technical wizard, 
Blackwell has improved a lot under 
Lockett and is always dangerous in a 
fight. Physically strong and relentless 
in his work, Blackwell is more than a 
handful once he’s built up a head of 
steam.

His slugfest with Arnfield showed he 
can dig deep for 12 rounds, while his 
one-punch knockout of Jones displayed 
his obvious power.

Eubank is more of a stylist who, 
inevitably, enjoys showboating in the 
ring, though that should not deflect 
from his great skill. With adept head 
movement, Eubank is a decent boxer 
who does his best work on the front foot. 

It’s hard to envision this turning into a 
12-round chess match. Neither man is a 
particularly fast starter, but it should not 
take them long to find each other and 
once they do it’s likely to become a battle 
of attrition. Body work could prove key in 
this one, and Eubank would seem to have 
the slight edge out of these two. 

By all accounts, both men are 
supremely confident going in, but the 
pick is for Eubank to prevail on the cards 
in a furiously fought contest.

Mancunian heavy Hughie Fury, 
18-0 (10), features on the undercard in 
a 12-rounder, while Enfield’s ex-WBA 
super-middleweight title challenger 
Frank Buglioni, 17-2-1 (13), fights at 
light-heavyweight over eight. bn

 
THE VERDICT An enticing clash for 
the British title, but Eubank can 
outhustle the game champion. 
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RISING HEAVY:  
Fury is looking for 
his 19th straight win

‘WISE’ MOVE?  
Ex-super-middle 

Buglioni steps  
up to light-

heavyweight

‘WE CAN BOTH 
DEFINITELY 

MIX IT AT THE 
TOP LEVEL’ 
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NO TIME TO WASTE:  
Ward needs a  

big performance  
this weekend

Gennady Golovkin into a showdown last 
year, the 32-year-old prepares, at last,  
to define his promise, and challenge 
Sergey Kovalev at light-heavyweight. 
Both camps are keen on the 
battle, but first Ward must 
earn the chance and, 
perhaps, prove to 
himself that he has 
what it takes to topple 
one of the sport’s 
most fearsome kings.

Enter Sullivan 
Barrera, whom Ward 
welcomes to Oakland’s 
Oracle Arena on Saturday 
(March 26). An unbeaten 
Cuban whose impressive physique 
is yet to be softened by living in Florida, 
Barrera has savaged 12 of his 17 victims 
inside schedule. His opposition level 

steadily increased in 2015; he went from 
thrashing a woefully shot Jeff Lacy in 
January to halting the usually sturdy  

Karo Murat in December, via a 
routine victory over the 

unspectacular Hakim 
Zoulikha in July.

Although not quite 
from the school of 
Cuban Fistic Wizardry, 
the heavy-handed 
Barrera, 34,  
is nonetheless light on 

his feet, thrives going 
backwards, and patiently 

waits for the right time 
to strike. More of a slugger 

than many of his countrymen, 
yet it is a cultivated menace; his jab is 
strong and active, the right that follows 
rarely wasted. His one-punch power is 

★★★  MAIN EVENT 

★★  UNDERCARD

IFTY-ONE months 
have passed since 
Andre Ward 
bewitched Carl Froch 
to unify two chunks 
of the world super-
middleweight titles, 

win the gruelling Super Six tournament, 
and convince many respected 
onlookers that he was the heir to Floyd 
Mayweather’s best-in-boxing throne. 
Unfortunately, those 51 months have 
included just three fights, and it’s a period 
of time that must be labelled a waste, 
despite the reasons for it being largely 
beyond his control. Thankfully, all is not 
lost, and after trying and failing to tempt 

F

BEGINNING OF THE END
Andre Ward 
has destiny 
on his mind 
as he takes 
on Sullivan 
Barrera, 
writes  
Matt 
Christie
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TALKING 
POINT

IN preparation for his meeting 
with Ward, Barrera, who works 

under the tutelage of esteemed coach  
Abel Sanchez, has been training 

alongside WBA and IBF 
middleweight champion  

Gennady Golovkin in  
Big Bear, California. 



EXPERT VIEW

JOHN SCULLY
TRAINER AND 

EX-LIGHT-HEAVY 
CONTENDER

SULLIVAN is a 
live underdog.  

I was there  
when he beat 
Jeff Lacy and  

I was impressed 
with his overall 
game, and his 

demeanour.  
In his first 

step-up fight he 
showed no sign 
of intimidation 

– he stepped 
right up. I think 
Andre is a bit of 
a question mark 
at this moment 

because he’s 
been inactive, 

and this is a new 
weight class for 

him. But overall,  
I’d say the 
step up in 

competition 
for Barrera 

this time is too 
great, and Andre 

– even if he’s 
a bit less than 
his very best 
– should win 
a pretty clear 

decision.

(Main Events co-promote), Ward can 
make a statement against Barrera.  
The Cuban will struggle to impose  
his advantages in size on Ward,  
and in-close, be surprised that his 
opponent can match him for strength.  
It might be untidy early on, but Ward will 
be in control before halfway, peppering 
the taller man from range and stifling 
him up close. A late stoppage for Ward, 
buoyed by his home crowd, is not out of 
the question, but the smart money is on 

a wide 12-round decision 
that will leave the outcome 
of a megafight with Kovalev 
on a knife edge.

“I just want to 
give a public service 
announcement:  
My career isn’t over, 
contrary to popular  
belief,” Ward continued. 
“The reports of my 
demise have been greatly 
exaggerated. I have a lot left 

in the tank. I think the ending is going to 
be just the way it’s supposed to be.”

On the undercard, 2012 Olympian 
Joseph Diaz, 19-0 (11), continues 
his education against solid Puerto 
Rican Jayson Velez, 23-1-1 (16), in a 
featherweight 10-rounder. The southpaw, 
from California, can win on points.

 
THE VERDICT Perfect appetiser for 
Kovalev-Ward later in the year.
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not quite at the level of Kovalev, but he 
is certainly one of the division’s danger 
men, and having been as high as 196lbs, 
his 6ft 2in frame is bigger than Ward is 
accustomed to. 

But one of Ward’s most underrated 
qualities is his strength. At super-
middleweight he looked stronger, 
particularly in close, than most of his 
rivals – including Froch and Mikkel 
Kessler. The American, an articulate and 
intelligent man, will certainly initiate a 
clinch, but just as the referee prepares to 
yell break, Ward will punch out off the 
back of it, and spin quickly from danger. 
It’s certainly frustrating for his opponents, 
which is the point, yet Ward is adept 
at moulding the rules of boxing to fit 
his tactics, without appearing to break 
them. A better boxer than the skilled 
Barrera, he will find success on the move 

but, more so, in close when he will seek 
to find holes inside his rival’s looping 
shots. While Barrera is an effective 
counter-puncher, he will struggle to find 
the opportunities to strike against the 
defensive and offensive-minded Ward, 
who reads a fight, and opponents,  
like few others.

Despite his well-documented 
problems that prevented him from 
fighting regularly – the long and winding 
dispute with late promoter Dan Goossen, 
the injuries – Ward,  
under the watchful eye  
of long-term trainer  
Virgil Hunter, has been 
looking after himself,  
both in the gym and out.  
Acutely aware that time is 
ticking along, Ward is ready 
to make up for lost time.

“People say, ‘You’re 
wasting your career’.  
Okay, I’ve had some delays, 
but let’s look at the end of 
the story and see how it goes,”  
the 2004 Olympic champion said.  
“I look at it like a two-year rest. I know 
this is the beginning of the end. That 
end may come in three years, five years, 
seven years, I don’t know, but retirement 
and legacy are things that are never at 
the back of my mind, they’re always at 
the front of my mind.”

Fit and focused, and tied into a  
“very lucrative” deal with Roc Nation 

TALE OF THE TAPE

ANDRE WARD  SULLIVAN BARRERA
@andreward  @sullivanbarrera
Feb 23, 1984/32 DOB/AGE Feb 25, 1982/34
Oakland, CA HOMETOWN Miami, FL
American NATIONALITY Cuban
6ft  HEIGHT 6ft 2ins
71ins  REACH 73ins
28-0 (15) RECORD 17-0 (12)
Orthodox STANCE Orthodox
Dec 18, 2004/20 DEBUT/AGE Aug 21, 2009/27
54 KO PERCENTAGE 71
7/7 12-ROUNDERS COMPLETED/WON 0/0
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HEAVY-HANDED:  
Barrera is on a run  
of six straight inside- 
schedule victories

‘I HAVE A 
LOT LEFT IN 
THE TANK.  

I LOOK AT IT 
LIKE A TWO-
YEAR REST’



SHOT OF THE WEEK

NEVER GONNA GIVE YOU UP 
AT the Wild Card gym in Los Angeles, Manny Pacquiao [left]  
lets fly at the familiar mitts of trainer Freddie Roach, as they  
prepare for the Filipino’s third meeting with Timothy Bradley  
on April 9. The rubber match will mark their 31st bout together -  
a wildly successful relationship that began back in 2001.
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★★★  MAIN EVENT 

★★★★  UNDERCARD

★★★★  ATMOSPHERE

 BETHNAL GREEN

MARCH 19

OR the third week 
in a row Goodwin 
Boxing staged a 
show at York Hall, 
and it was the best 
of the bunch as a 
large crowd enjoyed 

15 contests including two back-and-forth 
thrillers and a contender for Knockout of 
the Year.

Topping the bill was a 10-rounder 
for the vacant Southern Area super-
bantamweight title that saw Hackney’s 
Matthew Chanda grind down Jamie 
Speight (Devon) to earn a 98-94 points 
verdict from referee Kieran McCann.

I had it a bit wider to the Londoner, 
who dominated the first six sessions as he 
backed up Speight and worked him over 
on the ropes with solid blows to head 
and body. A head-clash cut Speight  
on the left eye in round seven, but  
by then he was coming into things a  
bit more as the hot pace told on both.  
A big two-handed attack had Jamie under 
pressure in the ninth, but he showed guts 
to reach the final bell, having played his 
part in an entertaining affair.

Moving inexperienced boxers up 
into title fights is a gamble, as a pair of 
unbeatens found out to their cost in wild 
battles. West Brompton’s Sohail Ahmad 
met once-defeated Rakeem Noble 
for the vacant Southern Area super-
lightweight crown and the Rosehill man 
won on a fourth-round knockout.

Both swung away freely, looking for 
the KO with every punch. Ahmad did 
well to make it out of the opening round, 
in which he was down twice, and when 
a right dropped him early in the second 

it seemed all over. Then Noble was 
dumped heavily by a right-hander in the 
same session, only to last the pace better 
and score two more knockdowns in the 
fourth for a countout victory at 1-35.  
Lee Cook refereed.

The following fight also saw an ‘0’ 
go with Karl Wheeler stopping Biola 
Kudus in the second of an eight for the 
International Classic Challenge cruiser 
belt. In the first Portsmouth’s Kudus made 
good use of his 6ft 5in height and long 
arms to catch Wheeler with rights and 
have him reeling. But the more seasoned 
Peterborough man came roaring back 
in round two to land a barrage of heavy 
head shots that sent Kudus across the 
ring and down. Biola beat the count but 
was still on shaky legs, so referee Bob 
Williams waved it off at the 1-10 mark.

Seven days earlier, Wickford super-
welter Danny Brown had scored a 
stunning one-round win here, but this 
time he came off second best against 
fellow southpaw Peter Akubuko 

F

ACTION Reports from  
the best fights  
around the world

Photos: LAURA-JULIET AYERS

MATT-HANDLED:  
Chanda [left] pins Speight on 
the ropes and pounds away

CHANDA CHARGE
Matthew 
wears down 
Speight  
for Southern 
Area title
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(Chelmsford), who beat him to the 
punch with lefts to win 59-57 for referee 
McCann.

That was one of three six-rounders, 
with the other two also going the 
distance (both handled by referee 
Williams). Luton super-lightweight Kay 
Prospere enjoyed a clear 60-55 points 
victory over Belfast’s James Gorman, 
who did well considering he came in on 
the day as a sub for Terry Needham.

And Ashford (Kent) featherweight Josh 
Kennedy floored Ignac Kassai in each of 
the opening two rounds only for the gritty 
Hungarian southpaw to reach the final 
bell, where he was adjudged a 60-52 loser.

Completing the bill were nine four-
rounders, including one that brought a 

stunning win for Hereford’s Dean Evans. 
Peckham lightweight Josh Nelson 
looked headed for a points win until,  
late in the last, Evans uncorked a right 
hook that sent Nelson crashing down 
and with no hope of beating the count, 
which referee Cook completed at 2-46. 
It was Dean’s third inside-the-distance 
victory in a row.

Another inside-schedule winner  
was big-hitting Harlow middleweight 
Brad Pauls, who cut Bulgaria’s  
Nikolay Kolyandov on the left eye 
then dropped him with a right for a 
technical countout (referee Williams)  
at 1-24 of round two.

The show’s opening two contests saw 
unbeaten records extended as Basildon 

w w w . b o x i n g n e w s o n l i n e . n e t   MARCH 24, 2016 l BOXING NEWS l 27

FULL 
RESULTS

Matthew Chanda 
(120lbs), 6-0 (2),  

w pts 10 Jamie 
Speight (122lbs), 
13-9 (1); Rakeem 

Noble (139 1/2lbs), 
10-1 (5), w ko 4 Sohail 
Ahmad (140lbs), 7-1 

(3); Karl Wheeler 
(199 1/4lbs),  

11-6-1 (3),  
w rsf 2 Biola Kudus 

(197 1/2lbs), 5-1 
(2); Peter Akubuko 
(159lbs), 4-0 (1),  

w pts 6 Danny Brown 
(157lbs), 8-27-3 

(1); Kay Prospere 
(144lbs), 8-0 (5),  

w pts 6 James Gorman 
(149lbs), 8-16-1 (3); 

Josh Kennedy (129lbs 
2oz), 6-0 (4), w pts 6 
Ignac Kassai (128lbs 
10oz), 20-49-1 (6); 
Dean Evans (135lbs 

2oz), 5-11-1 (4), w ko 
4 Josh Nelson (137lbs 

5oz), 1-1 (1); Brad 
Pauls (160lbs), 2-0 
(2), w tco 2 Nikolay 
Kolyandov (154lbs 

10oz), 4-12 (1); Sam 
Stokes (162lbs 5oz), 
6-0 (1), w pts 4 Liam 

Griffiths (160lbs), 
4-61-1; Ollie Pattison 

(178 1/2lbs), 3-0,  
w pts 4 Tzvetozar Iliev 
(174lbs 5oz), 5-13-3; 

Dan-Dan Keenan 
(152lbs), 1-0, w pts 

4 Jack Green (146lbs 
1oz), 0-3; Charlie 
Beardon (162lbs), 
1-0, w pts 4 Liam 
Conroy (157lbs), 

1-11; Linus Udofia 
(160lbs), 1-0, w pts 

4 Sonny Whiting 
(161lbs), 2-5 (1); 
Dean Richardson 
(152lbs 6oz), 1-0 

(1), w rsf 4 Aleksejs 
Grustans (144lbs), 

2-3 (2); Chris Davies 
(175lbs 6oz), 1-0, 
w pts 4 Bryn Wain 
(173lbs 6oz), 0-5.

COVER UP: Brown [left] seeks shelter up close as Akubuko forms another attack 

middleweight Sam Stokes outworked 
Bognor Regis southpaw Liam Griffiths 
for a 40-37 card from Mr Cook,  
then tall London Colney light-heavy 
Ollie Pattison had to work to hold off 
feisty Bulgarian Tzvetozar Iliev for a 
39-37 win from referee McCann.

The show’s five debutants all won. 
Dan-Dan Keenan, an 18-year-old 
London welterweight, thrilled his large 
army of fans by landing left crosses to 
outpoint Jack Green (Newton Abbot) 
40-36 for referee Cook.

Finchley middleweight Charlie 
Beardon held his hands low and fired 
in rights on the way to a 40-36 victory 
from referee McCann against Dunstable’s 
Liam Conroy, who finished marked on 
the left eye.

Luton’s Linus Udofia, a former Home 
Counties ABA finalist, looked sharp in 
earning a 40-35 points win (Mr McCann) 
at middle over Rochester’s Sonny 
Whiting, who was caught regularly by 
rights and buckled for a count in round 
three.

An all-southpaw affair saw South 
Ruislip welterweight Dean Richardson 
drop Latvian Aleksejs Grustans in the 
second with a right hook then have him 
in big trouble again in the last, prompting 
referee Williams to intervene at 2-31.

Richmond, Surrey light-heavyweight 
Chris Davies scored well with rights to 
the body as he earned a 40-36 verdict 
from referee Cook over Yeovil’s  
Bryn Wain, whose nose bled in the last 
after copping a right to the face.

 
THE VERDICT Chanda has the talent 
to compete at a higher level.

MEANS THE WORLD: 
After ruining the 
unbeaten record  
of Kudus, Wheeler 
drops to his knees  
in celebration



Luke is too  
much for 
Alexander in 
their sequel, 
writes  
Tom Hutton

FEEL THE FORCE

BLOXWICH super-lightweight  
Luke Paddock kept on course  
for his proposed match with  
Martin Gethin by repeating a points  
win over Fonz Alexander at the  
Town Hall.

Alexander took a round off Paddock 
when they boxed in Cannock last 
February, but this time Luke won every 
session of their six-threes on referee 
Kevin Parker’s scorecard.

Gethin was also supposed to box on 
Errol Johnson’s show, but the ex-British 
lightweight champion had to withdraw 
with a pulled chest muscle.

He was at ringside to watch Paddock 
chalk up his 14th win in 15 fights.

The 24-year-old has a high tempo, 
in-and-out style and his volume of 
punches kept Newark’s Alexander on the 
defensive. The most competitive round 
was the last when Paddock held his feet 
more. Paddock has now posted back-to-
back points wins since Leek southpaw 
Andy Keates took away his Midlands Area 
title last September by outlasting him in 
a to-and-fro scrap voted fight of the year 
by the Midlands Area Council.

Rowley Regis crowd-pleaser Jason 
Welborn said he wants another British 
title shot – this time at welterweight 
against Bradley Skeete – after a 40-37 
points win over stubborn Yorkshireman 
Adam Jones. Jones probably shared the 
last on Mr Parker’s scorecard.

Welborn, cut over his left eye in the 
dying moments of the second, was able to 
back up an opponent from Denaby Main 
who has been the distance with good-
calibre middleweights John Ryder and 
Luke Keeler.

He strayed low a couple of times in the 
third and after the second infringement, 
Mr Parker gave Jones a few seconds to 
recover. Welborn had been out of the 
ring since his brave losing effort against 
Matthew Macklin last October after 
the death of his mother, Chris. He had 
“Mom” stitched onto his shorts. 

West Bromwich’s Tommy Stokes 
improved to 6-0 by dropping  
Luke Allon on the way to a four-threes 
points win. Mr Parker scored 40-37. For a 
round-and-a-half, Allon, a contemporary 
of Luke Campbell’s at St Paul’s ABC in 
Hull, was well in the fight. He boxed well 
on the move and bloodied Stokes’ nose. 
Towards the end of the second, Stokes 
started to get closer – and he had Allon 
on the floor in the third with a short, 
whipping right hand. Allon took the 
eight-count from Mr Parker on one  
knee – and after that, it was all Stokes. 
The 21-year-old made his intention 
to land the right hand again a bit too 
obvious, but when he went downstairs, 
Allon felt it.

Wednesbury welterweight  
Sid Bowater threw the best punch of 
the night, a right hand that brought  
an early end to his scheduled  
four-threes with Dwayne Sheldon at 
3-00 of the first.

Bowater noticed that whenever he 
jabbed, Birmingham’s Sheldon dropped 
his left hand, leaving him open to a right. 
In the dying seconds of the first, Bowater 
landed the right hand cleanly and 
Sheldon crashed heavily onto his back. 
He was on his haunches and looking 
glassy eyed when referee Sean Messer 
reached the count of ‘10’. For well-
supported Bowater, it was an emphatic 
return after 11 months out. 

In the show opener, Burton’s  
Leon Gower, with ex-pro Matt Sturgess 
in his corner, won every session of his 
four-threes against Qasim Hussain, 
from Sheffield. Hussain gets through 
fights by tucking up and launching 
the occasional counter-attack to keep 
opponents honest. Not everything he 
did against Gower came from the pages 
of the Marquess of Queensberry Rules; 
twice Mr Messer warned Hussain for 
using his head, a sign he was feeling the 
crisp body punches Gower was landing. 
Gower is now 2-0.

There were winning debuts for 
ex-kickboxing champions Kyle Williams 
and Chad “2 Slick” Sugden, who 
brought big support from Newark. 
Sugden, 21, who reached a National 
Schools final before concentrating on 
kickboxing, looked very composed in 
winning every session of his four-threes 
against Lithuania’s Deividas Sajauka  
on Mr Messer’s scorecard.

Williams had more of a struggle with 
the Ingles’ box-of-tricks Anwar Alfadli 
over the same distance. The 24-year-old 
from Wolverhampton finished strongly 
to win 40-37 for Mr Messer, but suffered 
a nasty gash over his left eye in the third, 
sliced open by a leaping right hand.

 
THE VERDICT On this evidence, 
Gethin will have to regain his  
top form to beat Paddock.

ACTION
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COOL HANDS:  
Paddock [left] 

traps Alexander 
on the ropes

FULL  RESULTS

Luke Paddock (147 1/4lbs), 14-1 (1), w pts 6 Fonz Alexander (143lbs),  
3-29 (1); Jason Welborn (162 1/4lbs), 18-4 (6), w pts 4 Adam Jones  

(162 1/4lbs), 5-14-4; Tom Stokes (173 1/2lbs), 6-0, w pts 4 Luke Allon  
(172 1/4lbs), 4-11-1 (1); Leon Gower (128 1/2lbs), 2-0, w pts 4  

Qasim Hussain (133 1/4lbs), 3-52-2; Sid Bowater (150 1/4lbs), 2-0 (1),  
w ko 1 Dwayne Sheldon (149 1/4lbs), 0-2; Chad Sugden (166 1/4lbs), 1-0,  

w pts 4 Deividas Sajauka (165 1/4lbs), 5-21 (2); Kyle Williams  
(121 1/4lbs), 1-0, w pts 4 Anwar Alfadli (119 1/4lbs), 2-57-5.  

 WALSALL 

MARCH 19



ACTION
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But Midgley 
and Fash serve 
up a mini-
classic and 
steal the show 

SMOOTH SEQUEL
Fight of the night came from the  

most unlikely of quarters, a four-rounder 
between local man Russ Midgley and 
Hull’s Luke Fash who, in 12 previous 
outings, had garnered a grand total of 
just one win between them. That stat 
remained unchanged at the end of a 
mini-war between the two super-feathers 
which saw the marauding Fash twice hit 
the deck, initially being clipped by a right 
uppercut towards the end of the opener. 
Then in the second, a round that he was 
dominating, he was caught and floored 
again by another right. Howard Foster 
scored it 38-38 at the end of a bout 
which proved the participants don’t have 
to be world-beaters to deliver a classic, 
just well matched. More of the same 
matchmakers, please.

The evening’s curtain-raiser, between 
two boxers without a win to their name, 
pitched Sean Hare of Leeds in against 
Eastbourne’s Scott Hillman and it  
was the former who emerged a 40-35 
winner having dominated throughout  
and dropped the lacklustre visitor  
with a right to the head in the very  
dying embers of the second stanza.  
Mr Alexander scored from ringside for 
trainee referee Darren Sarginson, who, 
on his very first night in charge, belied his 
inexperience by handling six of the bouts 
with a good deal of aplomb.

The evening’s two debutants, Leeds 
light-heavy Scott “Sledgehammer” 
Aitken, trained and managed by ex-pro 
Derek Roche, and Bradford welter 
Lee “Bobby” McGhie, both ran out 

40-37 winners in bouts overseen by 
the aforementioned Sarginson. Aitken, 
seemingly cruising to victory early on, 
had to work hard in the second half of his 
bout against Middleton’s Curtis Gargano 
who got the bit between his teeth.

Tattooed 26-year-old McGhie, despite 
being guilty of waiting a little too long at 
times, had a slightly easier time in seeing 
off Sheffield’s still-winless Liam Wright.    

The rookie official was the man in 
the middle too for three further four-
rounders (all scored by Mr Alexander), 
two of which ended 40-36 and another 
that finished 39-37, home boxers being 
victorious on each occasion. 

The two shut-out winners were York 
novice Paul Gordon, who experienced 
little by way of trouble from Newark’s 
fleshy Aaron Robinson, and Bradford’s 
Hamed Ghaz, unbeaten in five,  
who despite his best attempts couldn’t 
halt Hungarian Pal Olah. Olah, in only 
his second paid outing deserves credit 
for his tenacity and willingness, a trait 
not always shared by his countrymen in 
recent weeks.

The 39-37 scoreline came at the 
conclusion of a middleweight clash 
between Halifax’s Jack Sellars and 
Manchester southpaw Darryl Sharp,  
the taller Yorkshireman, busier behind 
the jab, deserving of his victory.

 
THE VERDICT Thirteen of the 18 
participants have one win or less 
to their credit, but the fare proves 
watchable all the same.

Photo: STEVE EVANS

AT ARM’S LENGTH:  
Jones [right] is effective 
from range against Lucas 

WHEN Leeds southpaw Damon Jones 
last shared a ring with Nottingham’s 
Burundi-born Simone Lucas, at Barnsley 
Metrodome back in September 2013, 
crowd trouble forced the abandonment 
of proceedings after three rounds.  
This rematch in the banqueting suite 
facing Leeds United’s Elland Road 
stadium, was afflicted by no such 
problems. Jones, back in the ring for  
the first time since being halted by  
Nick Blackwell eight months ago, busier 
and working well from range, returned to 
winning ways with Howard Foster seeing 
him a 60-54 winner.

A scheduled six-rounder between 
former Prizefighter champion and British 
title challenger Adil Anwar and Poland’s 
Sylwester Walczak, lasted all of three 
minutes before the Pole, his gumshield 
twice sent flying and already having 
tasted the canvas after been caught  
by a chopping right, retired claiming  
a shoulder injury. Mike Alexander  
oversaw what little action there was.

Andy Whittle
RINGSIDE
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 LEEDS

MARCH 18

Damon Jones (158lbs 
6oz), 14-1 (3), w pts 6 
Simone Lucas (159lbs 

6oz), 8-29-5 (1);  
Adil Anwar (151lbs), 

22-5 (7), w rtd 1 
Sylwester Walczak 
(149lbs), 4-21-2; 

Hamed Ghaz (144lbs), 
6-0 (2), w pts 4  

Pal Olah (141 1/2lbs), 
1-1 (1); Jack Sellars 

(159 1/4lbs), 2-0,  
w pts 4 Darryl Sharp 

(161 1/4lbs), 1-2; 
Sean Hare (168 

1/4lbs), 1-1, w pts 4 
Scott Hillman  

(164 3/4lbs), 0-5; 
Paul Gordon (162 

1/2lbs), 1-0-1, w pts 4 
Aaron Robinson (168 

1/2lbs), 0-11; Russ 
Midgley (133lbs),  

0-7-2, d pts 4 Luke 
Fash (130 1/4lbs), 
1-3-1; Scott Aitken 
(176 3/4lbs), 1-0,  

w pts 4 Curtis 
Gargano (185 1/4lbs), 

0-13-1; Lee McGhie 
(148 1/2lbs) 1-0,  

w pts 4 Liam Wright 
(151lbs), 0-5.       



Wins for Wager 
and Churchill 
delight the 
home fans

LOCAL HEROES

PROMOTER Carl Greaves hosted his 
second show in eight days with this 
seven-bout offering at the Metrodome. 
A pair of six-threes refereed by Mike 
Alexander shared main event status,  
both of which ran their allotted distance 
and ensured the locals went home happy 
as Ben Wager and Jack Churchill 
claimed the spoils.

Wager, almost six months to the day 
since being outpointed by Kofi Yates 
while challenging for Area honours, 
returned to winning ways with a 
comprehensive 60-55 points victory over 
outgunned Bulgarian Teodor Stefanov. 
Churchill, meanwhile, with his fifth win 
on the bounce, inflicted a 59-56 defeat 
on Reading’s Ibrar Riyaz, who made a 
decent fight of it.

Swansea’s Mano Lee harboured 
ambitions of gaining quick revenge after 
being outpointed over four in Liverpool 
in October by Atherton’s William 
Warburton. The Lancashire centurion, 
though, was having none of it. 

Having been bested in the opener as 
Mano came out firing on all cylinders,  
Warburton duly marched forward.  
He moved onto the offensive and,  
almost walking through Lee’s best shots, 
turned things around sufficiently so as 
to edge it by the narrowest of margins, 
referee Howard Foster scoring it 39-38.

A trio of four-rounders all finished 
40-36. Scarborough’s George Rhodes, 
who upped the pace with every passing 
round, saw off Torquay’s busy Ali Wyatt, 
while Eckington’s Clinton Woods-trained  
Joss Paul did likewise against Lithuania’s 
Remigijus Ziausys in bouts overseen 
by Mr Foster. Mr Alexander was the 
third man as Barnsley’s Tony Cruise put 
paid to the hopes of somewhat fleshy 
Hungarian southpaw Istvan Orsos.

A six-twos between local favourite  
Lee Gibbons and Tamworth’s  
Matt Seawright, another one controlled 
by Mr Alexander, resulted in a 60-54 win 
for Lee who, switching regularly, took to 
the ring to the strains of The Goodies’ 
1970’s hit Funky Gibbon. 

 
THE VERDICT Nothing by way of 
titles up for grabs, but four Barnsley 
boxers secure wide points victories. 

ACTION
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OH YES!  
Churchill [right]  

bosses Riyaz to  
please his followers

FULL  RESULTS

FULL  RESULTS
Tomi Tatham (177lbs), 11-1 (5), w rsf 5 Eric Mokonzo (171lbs), 2-2 (2); Jack Arnfield 

(171lbs), 20-2 (5), w rsf 5 Alistair Warren (171 1/2lbs), 8-12-4 (4); Ryan Doyle (135lbs 
6oz), 12-1-1 (7), w rsf 2 Ismail Anwar (136 1/4lbs), 5-10 (1); Adam Machaj (252lbs), 7-1 
(5), w ko 1 Ferenc Zsalek (232lbs), 15-49-6 (3); Sean Ben Mulligan (154 1/2lbs), 4-0 (1), 
w pts 4 Kristian Laight (146lbs), 11-219-7; Lee Gillespie (144lbs), 5-0, w pts 4 Youssef Al 

Hamidi (141lbs), 13-86-3 (1); Luke Evans (139lbs 9oz), 2-0, w pts 4 Liam Richards (140lbs 
14oz), 12-22 (1); Chris Monaghan (156lbs), 4-0, w pts 4 Lewis van Poetsch (167lbs 10oz), 

4-35; Ben Sheedy (161lbs 1oz), 1-0, w pts 4 Robert Studzinski (160lbs 3oz), 3-27 (2);  
Dale Coyne (168lbs 1oz), 4-0 (1), w pts 4 Dan Blackwell (168lbs 11oz), 7-54 (1);  

Charlie Schofield (177lbs 14oz), 5-0, w pts 4 Andy Neylon (180 1/2lbs), 0-8.

TATHAM TRIUMPHS

BENTHAM’S Tomi Tatham thrilled 
a bumper crowd at the Victoria 
Warehouse when he sent London-
based Eric Mokonzo to the canvas 
three times. The first time came 
via a short counter right in the 
opening seconds, and then twice 
with lefts to the body of the African 
in the fourth. Referee John Latham 
stepped in after 78 seconds of the 
fifth (set for eight) with Mokonzo in 
trouble from right hands upstairs.

Body shots proved the key as 
Blackpool’s Jack Arnfield bounced 
back from an unsuccessful British 
160lb title challenge with a fifth-
round stoppage of Huddersfield’s 
Alistair Warren. A right uppercut 
prompted Steve Gray to stop things 
at 2-06 (scheduled for eight).

There were inside-the-distance 
wins too for Manchester’s Ryan 
Doyle and Oswaldtwistle’s 
Adam Machaj. Doyle halted 
Huddersfield’s Ismail Anwar at 
2-04 of the second (set for six), 
while Machaj needed less than 
a round to hammer Hungarian 
Ferenc Zsalek (scheduled for four).  

Sale debutant Ben Sheedy ran 
out a 40-37 points winner against 
Llanelli-based Robert Studzinski, 
while Prestwich’s Sean Ben 
Mulligan raised a few eyebrows 

in dropping Nuneaton’s Kristian 
Laight with an early combo en 
route to a 40-35 success. 

There were shutout victories 
for Irlam’s Lee Gillespie and 
Salford’s Luke Evans in their 
respective contests against 
Dewsbury’s Youssef Al Hamidi 
and Melksham’s Liam Richards, 
while things finished 40-37 in the 
bouts which saw Salford’s Chris 

Monaghan and Manchester’s 
Dale Coyne triumph over 
Lydney’s Lewis van Poetsch and 
Trowbridge’s Dan Blackwell. 

Manchester’s Charlie Schofield 
condemned Hull’s still winless  
Andy Neylon to his eighth 
consecutive defeat via 40-36.

 
THE VERDICT Great main event 
fare, exciting from the start.  

Teak-tough Mokonzo  
just keeps getting back up 

Andy Whittle
RINGSIDE

Photo: KURT FAIRHURST

Jack Churchill (136lbs), 5-1-1 (1), w pts 6 Ibrar 
Riyaz (139lbs 6oz), 4-94-4 (2); Ben Wager 

(147lbs 10oz), 12-8-1 (4), w pts 6 Teodor Stefanov 
(140lbs), 4-15 (1); Lee Gibbons (142 1/2lbs), 

5-3, w pts 6 Matt Seawright (147lbs), 5-132-5; 
Tony Cruise (198 3/4lbs), 6-2 (3), w pts 4 Istvan 

Orsos (198lbs), 10-33-2 (4); George Rhodes 
(152lbs 2oz), 4-0, w pts 4 Ali Wyatt (149lbs 14oz), 
5-38-2 (3); Joss Paul (198lbs 10oz), 4-0, w pts 4 
Remigijus Ziausys (198lbs 6oz), 20-64-5 (10); 
William Warburton (151 1/4lbs), 18-93-7 (3),  

w pts 4 Mano Lee (151lbs 14oz), 2-2.



FLYNN POSTS A WIN

ACTION
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 DUNSTON

MARCH 18

FULL  RESULTS

FULL  RESULTS

Jeff Saunders (145lbs), 6-0 (5), w rsf 2 Zoltan Turai (145lbs), 6-11 (4); Daniel Cope 
(153lbs), 5-1, w pts 4 Arvydas Trizno (153lbs), 22-51-2 (5); Billy Snaith (156lbs), 2-0, 
w pts 4 Andrej Cepur (155lbs), 8-25-2; Paul Gidney (124lbs), 2-0, w pts 4 Phil Hervey 

(128lbs), 0-3.

Charlie Flynn (138lbs), 7-0 (1), w pts 6 Jordan Ellison (137lbs 6oz), 4-3 (1); Joe Ham 
(125lbs), 7-0 (5), w rsf 1 Dmitrijs Gutmans (124lbs), 3-12-1 (1); Stewart Burt (152lbs), 

5-0-1, w pts 4 Zaurs Sadihovs (152lbs), 4-10 (4); Lewis Paulin (132lbs), 5-0, w pts 6 
Simas Volosinas (133lbs), 6-43 (1); Jamie McGuire (128lbs 4oz), 6-1, w pts 4  

Omran Akbari (128lbs 4oz), 2-2.

JOLTIN’ 
JEFF
Prospect Saunders thrashes 
overmatched import Turai

‘The Mailman’ impresses as  
he defeats Ellison on points 

JEFF SAUNDERS is certainly 
emerging from his big brother’s 
shadow in emphatic style after 
recording his fifth inside-the-
distance win out of six at the 
Lancastrian Suite. 

Zoltan Turai was the latest 
opponent to succumb to the 
unbeaten Sedgefield prospect,  
at 2-51 of the second round. It was 
scheduled for four and a surprise it 
lasted as long as it did.  

Jeff ’s famous sibling, Bradley,  
is currently out of action through 
injury after breaking both hands in 
his first pro defeat last September, 
and Jeff is enjoying the limelight. 
His opening four opponents failed 
to reach the end of the first round 
and one, Istvan Kiss, was KO’d in a 
blink-and-you’ll-miss-it 15 seconds 
in Manchester last summer.

Turai did make it into round 
two, though only just.

“Take your time and pick your 
shots,” instructed Bradley from the 
crowd, and the former paratrooper 
followed orders. But before long, 
he was letting his shots go. Twice 
Turai crumpled to the canvas in the 
neutral corner. The Hungarian got 
up both times and made it back to 
his stool. Saunders, 24, seemed to 
hold back in round two, content to 
thrust out a jab.

When the end came it was 
bizarre, Saunders thumping 
two shots into Turai’s body, 
prompting referee Andrew Wright’s 
intervention. The 21-year-old did 
not look hurt and protested loudly, 
offering the former ABA champ to 
fight on, only for Jeff to laugh off 
the invitation.

The other three bouts lasted 
the full four rounds. Hartlepool’s 
Daniel Cope lost the opening 
frame but had too much for 
Lithuanian Arvydas Trizno, 
winning 39-37 on Mr Wright’s 
card. Paul Gidney, of South 
Shields, outscored Wigan’s  
Phil Hervey, who heard the final 
bell for the first time in his three-
bout career, while Ferryhill’s  
Billy Snaith added another defeat 
to Lithuanian Andrej Cepur.  
Both bouts were scored 40-36 by 
Mr Wright from ringside, as trainee 
referee Ron Kearney controlled.

 
THE VERDICT Time for 
Saunders to step up after 
another blowout, as brother 
Bradley watches on.

CHRISTINE MORRISON staged 
an entertaining five-fight dinner 
show at the Glasgow City Hotel. 
The main event saw Newarthill’s 
2014 Commonwealth Games 
gold medallist Charlie “The 
Mailman” Flynn deliver another 
convincing win, against Seaham’s 
Jordan Ellison, over six rounds at 
lightweight. 

Ellison started well as he scored 
effectively with the right hand 
counter against the offensive Flynn, 
which gave the visitor a share of 
the opening session. Thereafter, it 
was Flynn’s relentless combinations 
that took control of every round. 
Ellison was game, but Flynn’s clever 
footwork and diverse attacks were 
reflected in referee Kenny Pringle’s 
60-55 scorecard.

Glasgow featherweight Jamie 
McGuire had an uncomfortable 
opening session against Omran 
Akbari (Bristol/Iran), who shook 
the local man’s southpaw defence 
with overhand rights. However, 
when Jamie increased his workrate 

and changed the angles of attack, 
he took control. Kevin McIntyre 
refereed the bout, while Mr Pringle 
scored it 40-36.

At super-bantam, Glasgow’s 
Joe Ham had an unexpected 
early night against Dmitrijs 
Gutmans, of Latvia. Both men 
started aggressively, trading in the 
centre of the ring. The Glaswegian’s 
pressure forced Gutmans into his 
own corner, where both boxers 
threw simultaneous body punches, 
and connected with each other 
on the knuckle part of the glove. 
Immediately, Gutmans took a 
knee and indicated to referee 
Pringle that he was in no position 
to continue, claiming a fractured 
hand with 2-45 completed in 
round one (scheduled for six).

Glasgow welterweight Stewart 
Burt’s jab was the dominant factor 
in every round against Latvia’s 
Zaurs Sadihovs. Mr Pringle 
scored 40-36 in the local’s favour, 
while Mr McIntyre officiated.

Edinburgh southpaw Lewis 
Paulin enjoyed a one-sided 
workout at super-feather against 
Lithuania’s experienced Simas 
Volosinas. Lewis switched his 
attacks from body to head with 
ease throughout. Mr McIntyre 
refereed, and Mr Pringle tallied 
60-54.

 
THE VERDICT A routine victory 
for Flynn, who warms up for an 
appearance on the Ricky 
Burns-Michele Di Rocco 
undercard in Glasgow in May.

HE AIN’T HEAVY:  
Saunders is making  
a name for himself  
in his own right

RELENTLESS:  
Flynn [left] keeps the 
pressure on Ellison

Photo: ACTION IMAGES/LEE SMITH

Photo: JOHN DOOGAN PHOTOGRAPHY

Roy Kelly
RINGSIDE

★★★  WHOLE SHOW 

★★★  ATMOSPHERE

 GLASGOW

MARCH 18

Eddie Higgins
RINGSIDE
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AVID HAYE is restive; the  
two-weight world champion 
simply cannot sit still although, 
to be frank, he does not appear 
to be trying particularly hard. 
If Haye’s erratic movements 
provoke any frustration on 
the part of Action Images 

photographer Matthew Childs, it is concealed by the 
latter’s ardent professionalism. So as Haye continues 
to fidget on a black cube that in size at least could 
be termed a throne, albeit making token attempts 
at following instructions to incline his head 
or rest his chin in a hand, Childs toils on. 
Yet Haye, infected today with childlike 
enthusiasm, remains singularly unable to 
contain himself; clearly, something plays 
on his mind, distracts and intrigues him.

“So, what would his plan be then?  
Walk through punches?” he asks my BN 
colleague George Gigney and I. Poor George 
is filming all of this and endeavours to keep 
pace with our subject’s perpetual motion. 

It’s Lucas Browne again. Haye has once more 
averted his gaze from Childs’ lens, his focus diverted 
by our reports of Browne’s victory over Ruslan 
Chagaev for a diluted version of “The Hayemaker’s” 
old WBA heavyweight title. He is keen to discover 
just how the strong but limited Browne was able  
to pull off such a big surprise – this is days before 
reports surface of his positive drug test for the 
steroid, clenbuterol – but also if the Aussie would 
be likely to replicate his surprising jab-and-move 

strategy should they meet. We explain that Browne 
had been dropped, cut and was clearly losing 
before finding the pivotal shots against Chagaev in 
Chechnya, but that we would be stunned if Lucas 
were to attempt to outbox and outmanoeuvre a 
much lighter, faster man in Haye.

“Walking through punches is easy to say,” 
he muses pensively as Childs endures another 
unwanted breather. “But that changes when you’re 
getting hit with hard shots over and over.”

Around a week before Shannon Briggs flies to the 
UK and becomes the latest rumoured opponent 

for David on the May 21 London date he 
has reserved, we all congregate under the 

railway arches in Vauxhall, at the new 
Hayemaker Gym which is, somewhat 
reassuringly, next door to the old one. 
It’s around 2pm and while selected 
members of Haye’s PR team talk to us 

intermittently, his lawyer is frequently 
heard but never seen. Haye constitutes 

the epicentre of the publicity earthquake 
that so often encircles him, but somehow remains 
unruffled and today reserves special attention for  
Browne.

“You’ve just had a big fight happen in Grozny  
with Lucas Browne and Ruslan Chagaev – big upset, 
no one expected the title to leave Grozny but it did,” 
he summarises, in full media-friendly mode, talking 
to me, Childs’ camera, George’s tablet and the world 
beyond this almost windowless cavern. “When it 
was Chagaev, he’s been very protected, although 
he’s a very good fighter, very good amateur ➤ 

D

DAVID 
★HAYE★

BIG FEATURE

NEXT 
EPISODE

WALKING THROUGH PUNCHES IS EASY TO SAY,  
BUT THAT CHANGES WHEN YOU’RE GETTING HIT 

WITH HARD SHOTS OVER AND OVER

David Haye is indisputably older, arguably wiser,  
but plenty of the old confidence remains, as Danny Flexen 

finds out when he visits him at the new Hayemaker Gym
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NEW IMPETUS:  
Haye is excited by the 
current heavyweight 

scene and his place in it 
Photo: ACTION IMAGES/ 

MATTHEW CHILDS



➤ and two-time heavyweight champion,  
he’s not a very marketable guy, he doesn’t 
speak English for starters, he’s based in 
Chechnya, which most people can’t get visas 
to go to – do you know how to go about 
getting a visa for Grozny?”

“I do not,” I respond, inexplicably betraying 
a note of apology.

“That wasn’t a feasible option for me but 
now Browne has the title, he’s based himself 
in the UK, he’s fought here, that’s a realistic 
possibility,” Haye concludes.

Feasible in the longer term perhaps,  
but not for his next contest, especially given 
recent revelations; whoever Haye does 
face however, this intimate space beneath 
the pounding tube trains will provide a 
familiar setting as the veteran prepares his 
reconstructed, 35-year-old body for battle. 
The facility could hardly be more handsomely 
equipped. Opposite the large boxing ring 
stands an impressive kitchenette replete with 
not one but two NutriBullet blenders – the 
influence of new trainer Shane McGuigan 
notable despite his absence. A plush sofa 
offers a unique vantage point from which 
to watch the sparring that takes place 
here, while weights benches and resistance 
machines complete a fascinating juxtaposition 
of exertion and repose. Overlooking the 
whole thing is a gantry which obscures an 
upstairs office and Haye’s dedicated support 
network. All bases appear to be covered, 
and the numbers generated by Haye’s return 
certainly vindicate this attention to detail. 
Despite a three-and-a-half-year hiatus,  
an unknown comeback opponent in  
Mark de Mori and a low-key undercard,  
the first “Haye Day” attracted 16,000 people 

to the O2 – where David will begin stage 
two of his second coming – and 3.2m peak 
viewers for a terrestrial TV channel, Dave, 
which had never previously broadcast live 
sport. These startling numbers surpassed 
anything Haye had achieved in his previous 
tenures as a world cruiserweight and 
heavyweight champion, while media requests 
for his valuable time have grown similarly 
in number – this interview was rescheduled 
from December. All 
this suggests a void 
in the sport, created 
at least partly by his 
disappearance,  
has now been amply 
filled. Boxing,  
the evidence implies, 
missed Haye.

“It feels very 
similar to when I was 
world heavyweight 
champion,”  
he reflects.  
“I’m probably doing 
more media now than 
then, which seems 
kinda strange. I’ve had 
to organise my days 
a little bit more. In the past I’ve crammed too 
much in and it’s had a detrimental effect on 
my training. So I’ll be training again tonight at 
6.30pm, this is the last thing I’m doing today, 
so I can go home and chill out for a couple of 
hours. I don’t mind the media engagements,  
I actually like it because it lets me know 
people are interested. More people know  
me now than after I beat Dereck Chisora 
three-and-a-half years ago.

“In the time out of the ring I’ve made sure 
I’ve done lots of key, primetime television 
shows that have nothing to do with boxing.  
I always wanted to make a comeback and  
the last thing I wanted to do was come back 
and people were like, ‘Who the hell is he?  
He looks familiar…’ All those TV shows that  
I got a lot of stick for, going on Family Fortunes, 
I’m a Celebrity, The Chase, Celebrity Squares,  
I was just maintaining my profile, but it went 

beyond that and 
actually increased it 
so that when it came 
time to fight again, 
I’ve got more of a 
fanbase now, which 
is sort of shocking. 
I’ve got a different 
demographic that 
follow me now,  
a lot more children,  
a lot more females.  
I really like that. I’m a 
bit older now, and it’s 
nice to look out into 
the crowd and see 
groups of women  
at a boxing match. 
They’re not there with 

their fellas as plus-ones but to see the boxing,  
to see David Haye, and for me, that’s nice.”

It would be easy to misrepresent boxing’s 
estranged relationship with Haye as that  
of a UK scene lacking mainstream names 
pining for its charismatic former leader –  
but the Londoner yearned for his former  
life just as keenly. Invariably far too  
polished and composed to reveal his inner 
turmoil, this older, wiser personality – ➤  
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NEW OFFICE:  
Haye, pictured  
at his impressive  
Vauxhall gym

MORE PEOPLE 
KNOW ME NOW 

THAN AFTER  
I BEAT DERECK 

CHISORA THREE-
AND-A-HALF 
YEARS AGO 
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Haye on three touted 
opponents later this year
CARLOS TAKAM
l FORMER sparring partner 
of mine. Very solid, strong, 
come-forward. He’s like 
a good version, or an 
in-shape, motivated version, 
of Dereck Chisora.

BERMANE STIVERNE
l I WATCHED him fight  
live when he stopped  
Chris Arreola, which is 
a good result. I watched 
him again when he fought 
Deontay Wilder. He lost that 
one on points but gave a 
good account of himself on 
both occasions. He’s alright. 
He seems like he’s tough 
and durable, he’s not been 
knocked out recently.  
He went 12 rounds with 
Wilder, which means he can 
take a punch because Wilder 
can whack. He’s a decent top 
10 fighter.

DILLIAN WHYTE
l HE’S got heart, he’s got 
balls, I’ve sparred with him 
in the past. He’s a nice guy, 
I love his chat and he can 
sell a fight, for sure.

FUTURE 
FOES

Photos: ACTION IMAGES/MATTHEW CHILDS



➤ Haye 2.0 if you will – readily admits the low 
points and black moods which saturated his 
convalescence.

“I was down, yeah of course,” he concedes, 
languorously rotating his head to stretch and 
soothe those prominent neck muscles, before 
stifling a yawn. “You can’t just be blindly 
positive, I’m not that type of guy. I need to 
win, I need to know things are going my way. 
I needed something big, I needed some sort 
of sign that it was gonna be okay, that I wasn’t 
getting. 

“It’s one thing saying, ‘Yeah, I’m gonna make 
a comeback,’ but I said that loads of times 
and it didn’t happen. I had three fights that 
got cancelled. I said I was gonna come back, 
I promised everyone, ‘It ain’t gonna happen 
again’; it happened, ‘Ain’t gonna happen 
again’; it happened. I kept getting injured, 
kept breaking down. I had an operation on my 
arm – a real heavy one. With all these things, 
the history of injuries, the operations, all the 
negative ‘Okay, he’s finished now, it’s over,’  
it’s hard not to be down and to have dark 
times. But you can’t expect to be happy all 
the time. My life’s up and down – happy, 
sad, highs, lows. Win a fight, 16,000 people 
screaming for you, the next day, sitting in 
a café, having a crappy cup of coffee and 
moaning about it, no one cheering for you. 

“I missed people coming up to me talking 
about a fight they wanted to see me have. 
I didn’t enjoy it one bit, it was probably the 
longest three-and-a-half years of my life. 
Laying up in a hospital bed, not being able 
to do the physical things I’m good at doing, 

was really bad… and not knowing that there 
was going to be light at the end of the tunnel, 
just blindly believing it because that’s what 
I wanted to believe. I always put my eggs 
in one basket, I always said that as a kid. 
People said I needed something to fall back 
on but if you put all your eggs in one basket, 
the chances are you’re not gonna drop that 
basket. I’d rather have one option: to come 
back and fight again. And it all worked out 
great.”

As well as healing Haye’s faulty right 
shoulder, broadening his appeal and 
increasing his earning potential, the extended 
break also afforded David more time with his  
seven-year-old son, Cassius. Boxing can  
be an unforgiving, pernicious obsession,  
one that eats away at an athlete’s 
mind, body and soul, demanding 
they sacrifice all other cares and 
responsibilities. Distance from the 
ring has allowed Haye to mitigate 
some of that sacrifice, gain fresh 
perspective and make the most of 
his boy’s childhood. The pair’s bond 
has been further strengthened by 
Cassius’ nascent promise as 
a tennis player. He may 
not share his father’s 
infatuation with 
boxing, but Cassius 
is already displaying 
the same passion 
for his own sport.

“He loves it,” 
Haye smiles with 

genuine pride, before checking himself  
self-consciously and quickly glancing away. 
“It’s nice to see he’s got my desire to be the 
best at what he does. If there’s anything  
I’ve transferred to him, it’d be that winning 
mentality. He hates losing which is exactly 
how I am. Some people accept a loss very 
comfortably, I don’t, I never have. He’s not 
aggressive but it’s internally, I can see it 
tears him apart, but I like to see that. There’s 
nothing worse than being a gracious loser, 
walking away with a smile on your face;  
I’d hate to see that. It’s nice to see that will to 
win and he always comes back better, if he 
loses a set, he always comes back and wins 
the next set. 

“I still try and see as much of him  
as I can, but it’s not as much as  

I’d like because training is very  
time-consuming. The time I can see 

him, he’s at school, by the time 
I finish, he’s asleep. It’s normally 
based around his tennis. They’re 
like little professionals at seven, 

eight years old. I didn’t start boxing 
until I was 10. I’d love for him to stick 

with it and be the best tennis player 
he could possible be. He’s not into 

boxing, which I’m quite happy 
about; he’s too pretty to get 

punched in the face; I’d hate 
that. I was never that pretty! 
Having him follow his 
dream would be a dream 
come true for me.  
I’m really proud of him. 
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THE MANY FACES OF HAYE:  
David is undisputedly self-assured,  

but also self-critical at times 

Photos: ACTION IMAGES/MATTHEW CHILDS



He’s not similar to me at all. Physically he is, 
but he’s a lot more calm, a lot less naughty,  
a lot smarter, he goes to a good school.”

Haye’s commercial success has afforded  
his son opportunities he never had, 
something David is rarely moved to 
emphasise. Confronted with that fact now,  
and uncomfortable perhaps at taking credit 
for an act he views as his fatherly duty,  
the fighter acquiesces only a little.

“He goes to a good school because  
I’m able to put him in a good school,”  
he agrees, reluctantly. “Maybe we’d be more 
similar if I’d gone to a school like the one 
he goes to. I don’t really think about it too 
much, it’s just another thing that gets debited 
off your account, but it’s nice to see him 
being so academically in check as well. I was 
always just physically ‘The man’ – the fastest 
runner in school – but it’s nice to see him far 
exceeding certainly what I did academically.  
I had no interest in that, whether it’s because 
the teachers didn’t make it interesting or 
because I just wasn’t that smart, I don’t know. 
But the level he’s working at is heartwarming 
to see, it makes you proud as a father that 
he’s able to get these opportunities.”

There are different kinds of intelligence. 
Haye may not have responded well to formal 
education, but he has a gift – or perhaps  
a skill learned then furiously honed –  
for self-promotion. It is telling that the fighter 
remembers, at the last second, to don a 
Hayemaker t-shirt for our photoshoot and 
later refuses to have any shots taken with  
his new Bentley, as the luxury car company 
would not remunerate him for the privilege. 

Haye knows better than most how to 
propagate his name and to keep it lodged in 
the public mindset, regardless of fluctuating 
fortunes. He initially scoffs at this compliment 
– justified though it is by myriad column 
inches and astronomical fight purses – 
but quickly accepts that he has a certain 
entrepreneurial spirit not evident in the 
majority of his peers. He struggles, though,  
to identify its source.

“Naseem Hamed was a big idol of mine 
when I was a teenager, and I realised a 
featherweight, from Yemen, who’s based 
in Sheffield, can capture the public’s 
imagination,” he says dreamily, as if charmed 
by his own distant recollection. “And it’s not 
because he’s a featherweight from Yemen 
living in Sheffield; that’s irrelevant, no one 
cares about that, people just care about his 
personality, his ringwalk, how does he make 
you feel? He put a big smile on my face.  
I don’t care where he was from, where he 
lived, all I cared about was: this guy entertains 
me. I remember thinking, ‘If I could somehow 
encapsulate some of that showmanship and 
get people buzzing – I remember when ‘Naz’ 
was fighting, ‘We’ve gotta watch ‘Naz’, we’ve 
gotta find someone who’s got Sky’ – I’d love 
this to be the case when I’m fighting.’

“Chris Eubank, what a showman he was 
as well. You had to watch him. Love him or 
loathe him, you had to pay attention, you had 
to stop what you were doing and watch this 
guy. And he took his time, he never rushed 
into the ring; he let everybody wait for him.  
I loved it. It was all in his time, it was all about 
him.”

And, even in 2016, a significant amount 
of ‘it’ still revolves around Haye. A certain 
Anthony Joshua could win his first world  
title before Haye has the chance to regain 
one, but the old lion perceives in that only 
another opportunity to enhance his own 
legacy and bank balance. The obvious joy 
Haye derives from the roar of the crowd,  
the thrill of combat and even discussing rivals 
like Browne; it all offers a compelling counter 
to critics – and there are many – who insist he 
has only returned for a quick buck.

“I don’t care if they do think that, as long 
as they tune in,” he laughs. He has already 
confirmed he would rather be hated than 
inspire indifference. “The worst place a boxer 
could be is not cared about, not talked about, 
not written about and I definitely am not that. 
Whether people want me to win or lose, think 
I’m a sore loser or that I’m only in it for the 
money, as long as they’ve got something to 
say, I’m in a good place. There’s nothing that  
I wanna buy that I can’t afford or don’t already 
have, and if I never have another fight in my 
life, I won’t have to work, I know that. There 
are fighters who choose to fight and fighters 
who have to fight. My motivation is to prove 
to people I’m the best on the planet, plain  
and simple. I can’t prove that to everybody,  
so I’m gonna have to prove it to myself.”

Given Haye represents, paradoxically,  
his own biggest cheerleader and harshest 
critic, that could prove the most challenging 
trial of them all. bn
l #HayeDay returns to The O2 on May 21, 
tickets are available on general sale now via 
AXS.com.
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Haye on recently  
entering the WBC top 10
l THEY must have re-watched 
my fight with de Mori and 
thought, ‘That right hand 
looks like a top 10 kind of 
right hand.’ I think it’s also 
because my last fight prior to 
the de Mori fight wasn’t a loss. 
A lot of fighters spend time 
out of the ring, particularly a 
three-and-a-half-year period, 
because they’ve lost or been 
knocked out badly. That wasn’t 
the case. I had to get in the 
ring and prove it. I believe, 
against de Mori, who was  
WBA No. 10 or something,  
I dispatched him in a way you 
would expect a top 10 fighter 
to do. After that result,  
even the WBC realised that, 
‘David is back to his best and 
David at his best deserves to 
be in the top 10, plain and 
simple.’

HIGHEST 
CLIMBER

[MY SON 
CASSIUS] IS NOT 
AGGRESSIVE BUT 
IT’S INTERNALLY,  

I CAN SEE IT TEARS 
HIM APART, BUT  

I LIKE TO SEE THAT 



MARCH
FRIDAY 25
York Hall, Bethnal Green 
Gary Corcoran v Danny Butler;  
Tom Baker v Jack Morris (vacant  
English light-heavyweight title);  
Romeo Romaeo v Michael Dufek;  
Boy Jones v Gyulla Tallosi; Ediz Hussein v 
Josh Ballie; Sammy McNess v Danny Little; 
Anthony Yarde v s/o; Archie Sharp v  
Joe Beeden; DP Carr v Qasim Hussain; 
Zack Davies v s/o. (Promoter: Queensberry 
Promotions).

SATURDAY 26
Sheffield Arena (Sky Sports)
Kell Brook (holder) v Kevin Bizier  
(IBF welterweight title); Luke Campbell 
v Gary Sykes (vacant Commonwealth 
lightweight title); David Allen v s/o;  
Andy Townend (holder) v Craig Poxton 
(English super-featherweight title);  
Adam Etches v Jefferson Luiz De Sousa; 
Jordan Gill v Chris Adaway; Lee Appleyard 
v s/o; Leigh Wood v Lee Glover (vacant 
Midlands Area featherweight title);  
Jamie Robinson v Dean Byrne.  
(Promoter: Matchroom Boxing). 

SSE Arena, Wembley (Channel 5)
Nick Blackwell (holder) v Chris Eubank Jnr 
(British middleweight title); Hughie Fury v 
Dominick Guinn; Frank Buglioni v  
Olegs Fedotovs; Ricky Boylan v s/o; 
Kane Heron v s/o; Yusu Safa v s/o; 
Peter McDonagh v s/o; Nick Webb v s/o. 
(Promoter: Hennessy Sports). 

Rivermead Leisure Centre, Reading
Patrick Mendy v Mikalai Kuzmitski;  
Asinia Byfield v Konstantins Sakara; 
Thomas Jarvis v Lukas Leskovic; 
Mohammed Sharif v Florians Strupits; 
Ricky O’Brien v Harvey Hemsley;  
Tamuka Mucha v Innocent Anyanwu;  
Dariusz Skop v Reinis Porozovs;  
Luth Mtimkulu v Dwayne Sheldon. 
(Promoter: Marvin Bartley).

Ellesmere Port Sports Village
Mason Cartwright v s/o; Matty Fagan v 
s/o; Tommy Stubbs v s/o; Nathan Brough v 
s/o; Leon Woodstock v s/o; John Gillies v 
s/o; Joe Wood v s/o; Sean Crowley  
v s/o; Ricky Starkey v s/o. (Promoter:  
Andy Ayling).

North Notts Community Arena, 
Worksop
Darren Snow v Jevgenijs Andrejevs; Andy 
White v Curtis Gargano; Josh Morgan v 
Ross Roberts; Richard Thomas v Grzegorsz 
Semick; Dan Cooper v Shane Dragonslayer. 
(Promoter: JE Promotions).

Gateshead Leisure Centre
Jon-Lewis Dickinson v Wladimir Letr;  
Josh Leather v s/o; Glenn Foot v s/o;  
Jone Volau v s/o; Mark White v Phil 
Hervey; Jay Hughes v s/o; Basi Razaq v 
Danny Little; Danny Wall v Terry George; 
Jamie Jones v Aaron Robinson;  
Harry Biembe v s/o. (Promoter:  
Fighting Chance Promotions).

Bellahouston Leisure Centre, Glasgow
Craig Kelly v Ally Black; Scott Allan  
v s/o; Lewis Ritson v Bence Molnar;  
Paul Valenzuela Jnr v Krzysztof Golec; 
Kieran Smith v Casey Blair; Jason Easton 
v James Gorman. (Promoter: Lock Stock 
Promotions).

Oracle Arena, Oakland, California 
(BoxNation & HBO)
Andre Ward v Sullivan Barrera; Joseph 
Diaz v Jayson Velez; Maurice Hooker v 
Wilfrido Buelvas; Aaron Coley v Urmat 
Ryskeldiev. (Promoter: Roc Nation Sports)

APRIL
FRIDAY 1
Tolworth Recreation Centre
Thomas Kindon v Mikheil Soloninkini; 
Richard Harrison v Andy Neylon;  
Jordan Grannum v Ali Wyatt; Danny 
Parsons v Brad Botham; Lloyd Ellet v  
Adam Grabiec; MH Legg v Ben Heap. 
(Promoter: Hunt Promotions).

DC Armory, Washington, D.C (Spike)
Adrien Broner (holder) v Ashley 
Theophane (WBA super-lightweight title); 
Robert Easter v Argenis Mendez; Gervonta 
Davis v Guillermo Avila; J’Leon Love v 
Michael Gbenga. (Promoter: Mayweather 
Promotions). 

SATURDAY 2
Echo Arena, Liverpool (Sky Sports)
Hadillah Mohoumadi (holder) v Callum 
Smith (European super-middleweight 
title); Rocky Fielding v Christopher 

Rebrasse; Scott Cardle (holder) v  
Sean Dodd (British lightweight title);  
Tom Doran v Luke Keeler; Tom Farrell v s/o. 
Ryan Mulcahy v s/o; Scott Fitzgerald v s/o. 
(Promoter: Matchroom Boxing).

Harrow Leisure Centre (BoxNation)
Liam Williams (holder) v Navid Mansouri 
(British super-welterweight title);  
Sanjeev Sahota v s/o; Joe Pigford v s/o; 
Prince Patel v s/o; Tony Bange v s/o;  
Jez Smith v s/o; Ben Smith v s/o. 
(Promoter: Queensberry Promotions).

Magna Centre, Rotherham
Jahmaine Smyle (holder) v Liam Cameron 
(English super-middleweight title); 
Sam Sheedy v s/o; Sam O’maison v Mark 
McKray; Kyle Yousaf v s/o; Loua Nassa v 
s/o; Chris Dutton v Grzegorsz Semick; 
Kash Ali v s/o. (Promoter: Dennis Hobson 
Promotions).

Hartwall Arena, Helsinki, Finland
Robert Helenius v Johann Duhaupas. 
(Promoter: J-Suge & The Queen of Boxing 
LLC & Loud’n Live Promotions).

Tauron Arena, Krakow, Poland
Tomasz Adamek v Eric Molina. 

SATURDAY 9
O2 Arena, Greenwich  
(Sky Sports Box Office)
Charles Martin (holder) v Anthony Joshua 
(IBF heavyweight title); Lee Selby (holder) 
v Eric Hunter (IBF featherweight title); 
Matthew Macklin v Brian Rose; George 
Groves v David Brophy; Ohara Davies v s/o; 
Ted Cheeseman v Ian Henry; Connor Benn 
v s/o. (Promoter: Matchroom Boxing).

Village Urban Resort, Blackpool
Dave Fidler (holder) v RP Davies  
(Central Area super-welterweight title); 
Mark Heffron v s/o; Alex McCloy v s/o. 
(Promoter: Dennis Hobson Promotions).

K2 Leisure Centre, Crawley
JJ McDonagh (holder) v Darren Cruise 
(Irish super-middleweight title);  
Ben Jones v s/o; Paddy McDonagh v s/o. 
(Promoter: Assassin Promotions).

MGM Grand, Las Vegas, Nevada  
(HBO & Premier Sports)
Manny Pacquiao v Timothy Bradley;  
Arthur Abraham (holder) v Gilberto 
Ramirez (WBO super-middleweight title); 
Oscar Valdez v Evgeny Gradovich;  
Jose Carlos Ramirez v Manuel Perez; 
Oleksandr Gvozdyk v Nadjib Mohammedi; 
Egidijus Kavaliauskas v Deniz Ilbay; 
Konstantin Ponomarev v Brad Solomon. 
(Promoter: Top Rank).

Luzhniki, Moscow, Russia
Eduard Troyanovsky (holder) v Cesar Rene 
Cuenca (IBF super-lightweight title). 
(Promoter: World Boxing).

FRIDAY 15
Belasco Theater, Los Angeles, 
California
Jesus Soto Karass v Yoshihiro Kamegai. 
(Promoter: Golden Boy Promotions).

The Melbourne Pavilion, Flemington, 
Australia
Randy Petalcorin (holder) v Omari Kimweri 
(Interim WBA light-flyweight title). 
(Promoter: Big Time Boxing).

SATURDAY 16
First Direct Arena, Leeds (Sky Sports)
Josh Warrington v Hisashi Amagasa; 
Stuart Hall v Rodrigo Guerrero; Dave Ryan 
v Renald Garrido; Isaac Chamberlain v Russ 
Henshaw; Jake Ball v s/o; Darren Tetley 
v s/o; Ben Hall v s/o; Maxi Hughes v s/o; 
Tony Aitcheson v s/o; Reece Mould v s/o. 
(Promoter: Matchroom Boxing).

York Hall, Bethnal Green
Alan Higgins v Simone Lucas; Ramesh 
Ahmadi v Jason Booth; Geoff Dixon v 
Curtis Gargano; Darrell Church v Mitch 
Mitchell; Justin Johnson v Tariq Rashid; 
Richard Horton v Richard Harrison; Davis 
Pagan v Terry George; Jordan Grannum 
v Claudio Paulo; Ricky Johnson v Danny 
Brown; Myles Cash v Aaron Robinson. 
(Promoter: Warrior Promotions).

Whitchurch Leisure Centre, Bristol
Hasan Karkardi v Scott Westgarth; Ashley 
Lane v s/o; Ryan Wheeler v Lewis Jones; 
Henry Smith v s/o; Dan Sarkozi v Paul 
O’Brien; Duane Winters v Luke Fash; David 
Bailey v Andy Neylon; Liam Hunt v s/o; 
Tim Cutler v Ibrar Riyaz; Jack Budge v s/o. 
(Promoter: Sanigar Events).

Chilwell Olympia Sports Centre
Jamie Williams v s/o; Nathan McIntosh v 
s/o; Adam Kettleborough v s/o;  
Joe Hockenhull v s/o; Nathan Kirk v s/o; 
Corey Jackson v s/o. (Promoter:  
Carl Greaves Promotions).

O2 Academy, Bournemouth
MH Legg v s/o; Fion O’Meara v s/o;  
Jake Best v s/o; Ross Alexander v s/o. 
(Promoter: Errol Johnson).

Foxwoods Resort, Mashantucket, 
Connecticut (Showtime & Sky Sports)
Jose Pedraza (holder) v Stephen Smith 
(IBF super-featherweight title);  
Gary Russell Jnr (holder) v Patrick Hyland 
(WBC featherweight title). (Promoter: 
DiBella Entertainment). 
 
Barclays Center, Brooklyn, New York 
(NBC)
Errol Spence v Chris Algieri;  
Krzysztof Glowacki (holder) v  
Steve Cunningham (WBO cruiserweight 
title); Marcus Browne v Radivoje Kalajdzic; 
Radzhab Butaev v s/o. (Promoter:  
DiBella Entertainment).

DIARY
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BOXING ON THE BOX

THURSDAY 24
7.00pm BoxNation
Bunce’s Boxing Hour

FRIDAY 25
7.30pm BoxNation
Cassius & Helder
 

SATURDAY 26
7.30pm Sky Sports 1
LIVE Kell Brook v 
Kevin Bizier
9.40pm Channel 5 
LIVE Nick Blackwell v 
Chris Eubank Jnr
 

SUNDAY 27
2.00am BoxNation
LIVE Andre Ward v 
Sullivan Barrera

WEDNESDAY 30
1.00am Channel 4
KOTV Boxing Weekly



RANKINGS

HEAVYWEIGHT 
over 200lbs/14st 4lbs 
1 TYSON FURY 25-0 (ENG) 
2 WLADIMIR KLITSCHKO 64-4 (UKR)
3 ALEXANDER POVETKIN 30-1 (RUS)  
4 DEONTAY WILDER 36-0 (USA)
5 KUBRAT PULEV 22-1 (BGR) 
6 LUIS ORTIZ 25-0 (CUB) 
7 BERMANE STIVERNE 25-2-1 (CAN)
8 CARLOS TAKAM 33-2-1 (CMR) 
9 CHARLES MARTIN 23-0-1 (USA)
10 LUCAS BROWNE 24-0 (AUS)

CRUISERWEIGHT  
200lbs/14st 4lbs 
1 KRZYSZTOF GLOWACKI 25-0 (POL)
2 MARCO HUCK 39-3-1 (GER)
3 GRIGORY DROZD 40-1 (RUS)
4 DENIS LEBEDEV 28-2 (RUS)
5 VICTOR EMILIO RAMIREZ 22-2-1 (ARG) 
6 KRZYSZTOF WLODARCZYK 50-3-1 (POL) 
7 FIRAT ARSLAN 36-8-2 (GER)
8 ILUNGA MAKABU 19-1 (COD)
9 TONY BELLEW 26-2-1 (ENG)
10 OVILL McKENZIE 25-12-1 (ENG)

LIGHT-HEAVYWEIGHT  
175lbs/12st 7lbs
1 SERGEY KOVALEV 29-0-1 (RUS)
2 ADONIS STEVENSON 27-1 (CAN)
3 JUERGEN BRAEHMER 48-2 (GER)
4 ANDRZEJ FONFARA 28-3 (POL) [above] 
5 ARTUR BETERBIEV 9-0 (RUS) 
6 ELEIDER ALVAREZ 19-0 (COL) 
7 ANDRE WARD 28-0 (USA) 
8 JEAN PASCAL 30-4-1 (CAN) 
9 ISAAC CHILEMBA 24-3-2 (MAW)  
10 VYACHESLAV SHABRANSKYY 15-0 (UKR) 
 
SUPER-MIDDLEWEIGHT  
168lbs/12st
1 JAMES DeGALE 22-1 (ENG)
2 ARTHUR ABRAHAM 44-4 (GER) 
3 BADOU JACK 20-1-1 (SWE) 
4 LUCIAN BUTE 32-3 (CAN) 
5 GEORGE GROVES 22-3 (ENG) 
6 ANTHONY DIRRELL 28-1-1 (USA)
7 FELIX STURM 40-5-3 (GER) 
8 FEDOR CHUDINOV 14-1 (RUS)   
9 ANDRE DIRRELL 24-2 (USA)  
10 GILBERTO RAMIREZ 33-0 (MEX)

MIDDLEWEIGHT  
160lbs/11st 6lbs
1 SAUL ALVAREZ 46-1-1 (MEX)
2 MIGUEL COTTO 40-5 (PRI)
3 GENNADY GOLOVKIN 34-0 (KAZ) 
4 DANIEL JACOBS 31-1 (USA)  
5 BILLY JOE SAUNDERS 23-0 (ENG)    
6 PETER QUILLIN 32-1-1 (USA) 
7 ANDY LEE 34-3-1 (IRL)
8 DAVID LEMIEUX 34-3 (CAN)
9 DANIEL GEALE 31-4 (AUS)
10 HASSAN N'DAM N'JIKAM 32-2 (FRA) 

SUPER-WELTERWEIGHT 
154lbs/11st
1 ERISLANDY LARA 22-2-2 (CUB) [above]
2 AUSTIN TROUT 30-2 (USA)  
3 JERMALL CHARLO 23-0 (USA)   
4 JERMELL CHARLO 27-0 (USA) 
5 DEMETRIUS ANDRADE 22-0 (USA) 
6 VANES MARTIROSYAN 36-2-1 (USA)
7 CORNELIUS BUNDRAGE 34-6 (USA)
8 CARLOS MOLINA 24-6-2 (USA)
9 ISHE SMITH 28-8 (USA) 
10 LIAM SMITH 22-0-1 (ENG)

WELTERWEIGHT  
147lbs/10st 7lbs
1 MANNY PACQUIAO 57-6-2 (PHL)
2 TIMOTHY BRADLEY 33-1-1 (USA) 
3 KELL BROOK 35-0 (ENG)
4 AMIR KHAN 31-3 (ENG)  
5 SHAWN PORTER 26-1-1 (USA)
6 KEITH THURMAN 26-0 (USA) 
7 DANNY GARCIA 32-0 (USA) 
8 LAMONT PETERSON 34-3-1 (USA)  
9 JESSIE VARGAS 27-1 (USA)   
10 ROBERT GUERRERO 33-4-1 (USA) 

SUPER-LIGHTWEIGHT 
140lbs/10st
1 VIKTOR POSTOL 28-0 (UKR)
2 LUCAS MATTHYSSE 37-4 (ARG)   
3 TERENCE CRAWFORD 28-0 (USA)
4 ADRIEN BRONER 31-2 (USA) 
5 JOSE BENAVIDEZ 24-0 (USA)
6 KHABIB ALLAKHVERDIEV 19-2 (RUS) 
7 MAURICIO HERRERA 22-5 (USA)
8 EDUARD TROYANOVSKY 23-0 (RUS)
9 CESAR RENE CUENCA 48-1 (ARG)
10 ANTONIO OROZCO 23-0 (MEX)

LIGHTWEIGHT  
135lbs/9st 9lbs
1 JORGE LINARES 40-3 (VEN)  
2 TERRY FLANAGAN 30-0 (ENG) 
3 ISMAEL BARROSO 19-0-2 (VEN)    
4 DEJAN ZLATICANIN 21-0 (MNE)
5 YURIORKIS GAMBOA 25-1 (CUB)
6 ANTHONY CROLLA 30-4-3 (ENG)  
7 ARGENIS MENDEZ 23-3-1 (DOM) 
8 MIGUEL VAZQUEZ 35-5 (MEX)  
9 RANCES BARTHELEMY 24-0 (CUB) 
10 DENIS SHAFIKOV 36-2-1 (RUS)  

SUPER-FEATHERWEIGHT  
130lbs/9st 4lbs
1 TAKASHI UCHIYAMA 24-0-1 (JPN) 
2 FRANCISCO VARGAS 23-0-1 (MEX)
3 TAKASHI MIURA 29-3-2 (JPN)  
4 JAVIER FORTUNA 29-0-1 (DOM) 
5 BRYAN VASQUEZ 34-2 (CRI) 
6 ROMAN MARTINEZ 29-2-3 (PRI) [above]
7 ORLANDO SALIDO 43-13-3 (MEX)  
8 EDEN SONSONA 34-6-2 (PHL) 
9 JOSE PEDRAZA 21-0 (PRI) 
10 EDNER CHERRY 34-7-2 (USA)

FEATHERWEIGHT  
126lbs/9st
1 VASYL LOMACHENKO 5-1 (UKR)
2 GARY RUSSELL JNR 26-1 (USA)  
3 LEO SANTA CRUZ 32-0-1 (MEX)
4 SIMPIWE VETYEKA 28-3 (RSA) 
5 ABNER MARES 29-2-1 (MEX)
6 LEE SELBY 22-1 (WAL)  
7 JESUS CUELLAR 28-1 (ARG) 
8 EVGENY GRADOVICH 21-1-1 (RUS)
9 RONNY RIOS 25-1 (USA)
10 JAYSON VELEZ 23-1-1 (PRI) 

SUPER-BANTAMWEIGHT  
122lbs/8st 10lbs
1 GUILLERMO RIGONDEAUX 16-0 (CUB) 
2 CARL FRAMPTON 22-0 (NIR)
3 SCOTT QUIGG 31-1-2 (ENG)
4 NONITO DONAIRE 36-3 (PHL)
5 GENESIS SERVANIA 27-0 (PHL)
6 ALBERT PAGARA 26-0 (PHL)
7 REY VARGAS 26-0 (MEX) 
8 HUGO RUIZ 36-3 (MEX) 
9 MANUEL AVILA 19-0 (USA) 
10 MOISES FLORES 24-0 (MEX)

BANTAMWEIGHT  
118lbs/8st 6lbs
1 SHINSUKE YAMANAKA 25-0-2 (JPN) 
2 JUAN CARLOS PAYANO 17-0 (DOM)
3 ANSELMO MORENO 35-4-1 (PAN)
4 JAMIE McDONNELL 27-2-1 (ENG)
5 TOMOKI KAMEDA 31-2 (JPN) 
6 LEE HASKINS 32-3 (ENG)
7 PUNGLUANG SOR SINGYU 52-3 (THA)
8 RAU'SHEE WARREN 13-1 (USA) 
9 ZHANAT ZHAKIYANOV 26-1 (KAZ)  
10 SURIYAN SOR RUNGVISAI 46-6-1 (THA)

SUPER-FLYWEIGHT  
115lbs/8st 3lbs
1 NAOYA INOUE 9-0 (JPN) [above]
2 CARLOS CUADRAS 34-0-1 (MEX) 
3 SRISAKET SOR RUNGVISAI 38-4-1 (THA)
4 KOHEI KONO 31-8-1 (JPN)
5 NORBERTO JIMENEZ 23-8-4 (DOM) 
6 LUIS CONCEPCION 34-4 (PAN)
7 McJOE ARROYO 17-0 (PRI)
8 DAVID SANCHEZ 29-3-2 (MEX)
9 ARTHUR VILLANUEVA 28-1 (PHL)
10 OLEYDONG SITHSAMERCHAI 59-1-1 (THA)

FLYWEIGHT  
112lbs/8st
1 ROMAN GONZALEZ 44-0 (NIC) 
2 JUAN FRANCISCO ESTRADA 33-2 (MEX)
3 AMNAT RUENROENG 17-0 (THA)
4 BRIAN VILORIA 36-5 (USA)
5 KAZUTO IOKA 19-1 (JPN)
6 JUAN CARLOS REVECO 36-3 (ARG) 
7 MORUTI MTHALANE 32-2 (RSA)
8 EDGAR SOSA 52-9 (MEX) 
9 McWILLIAMS ARROYO 16-2 (PRI)
10 NAWAPHON POR CHOKCHAI 33-0 (THA)

LIGHT-FLYWEIGHT  
108lbs/7st 10lbs
1 DONNIE NIETES 37-1-4 (PHL)
2 GANIGAN LOPEZ 27-6 (MEX) 
3 YU KIMURA 18-3-1 (JPN) 
4 RYOICHI TAGUCHI 23-2-1 (JPN)
5 ALBERTO ROSSEL 34-9 (PER) 
6 AKIRA YAEGASHI 23-5 (JPN)
7 JAVIER MENDOZA 24-3-1 (MEX)  
8 REY LORETO 21-13 (PHL)
9 MOISES FUENTES 23-2-1 (MEX)
10 RANDY PETALCORIN 23-1-1 (PHL)

STRAWWEIGHT  
105lbs/7st 7lbs
1 BYRON ROJAS 17-2-3 (NIC)  
2 HEKKIE BUDLER 29-2 (RSA)
3 WANHENG MENAYOTHIN 41-0 (THA)  
4 JOSE ARGUMEDO 16-3-1 (MEX) 
5 KATSUNARI TAKAYAMA 30-8 (JPN)  
6 KNOCKOUT CP FRESHMART 12-0 (THA)
7 CARLOS BUITRAGO 28-2-1 (NIC)
8 XIONG ZHAO ZHONG 26-6-1 (CHN)
9 KOSEI TANAKA 6-0 (JPN)
10 DENVER CUELLO 36-5-6 (PHL)

POUND-FOR-POUND 
The best of the best
1 MANNY PACQUIAO 57-6-2 (PHL) 
2 ROMAN GONZALEZ 44-0 (NIC)  
3 ANDRE WARD 28-0 (USA) 
4 SERGEY KOVALEV 29-0-1 (RUS) 
5 TIMOTHY BRADLEY 33-1-1 (USA) 
6 GUILLERMO RIGONDEAUX 16-0 (CUB)    
7 SAUL ALVAREZ 46-1-1 (MEX)
8 MIGUEL COTTO 40-5 (PRI) 
9 GENNADY GOLOVKIN 34-0 (KAZ) 
10 TERENCE CRAWFORD 28-0 (USA) 

l If a fighter has been inactive for over a year, he will not be included  
in the rankings, unless he has a fight officially scheduled.

l Each fighter is ranked on the results they have achieved in their 
own specific weight division (excluding the pound-for-pound list).

l A fighter cannot be ranked in a specific weight division until he has 
competed in that division.
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VESTEDINTEREST Meet the personalities  
at the heart of  the sport
With JOHN DENNEN

AMATEURS

Last year at light-flyweight, Harvey Horn 
won a silver medal at the European 
championships and entered the World 
championships, where he lost to eventual 
silver medallist Vasilli Egorov. Galal 
though has evidently impressed with 
recent tournament performances,  
which included winning a gold medal  
at the Bocskai in Hungary.

Cyrus Pattinson will go at 
welterweight, taking the spot from 
Josh Kelly, who boxed at the World 
championships in October, where he lost 
to eventual gold medallist Mohammed 
Rabii. While Pattinson has got a good 
win over national champion Conor 
Loftus under his belt, he was halted in 
the World Series of Boxing by American 
Ardreal Holmes.

“The boxers’ 
preparations have 
been very good 
with a number of 
training camps and 

competitions over the last six months, 
and we have selected those that the 
senior coaches and I feel are in the 
best form and are deserving of this 
opportunity to qualify for Rio,” said GB 
performance director Rob McCracken.

This qualification tournament  
features both men’s and women’s events 
with 36 places for Rio 2016 on offer.  
Male boxers will need to finish in the 
top three of their weight class to qualify, 
female boxers at the three Olympic 
weights will need to reach the final.

London 2012 gold medallist Nicola 
Adams will compete in her first 
qualification event of the 2016 Olympic 
cycle. There was fierce competition for 
the lightweight spot between Chantelle 

Cameron and Sandy 
Ryan, with Cameron 
winning selection. 
Chantelle won the 
gold medal at the 
Olympic Test Event 
in Brazil at the end 
of 2015, gratifyingly 
beating her French 
rival Estelle Mosley in 
the process. Savannah 
Marshall, the 2012 
World gold medallist 

and 2012 Olympian, will go at 75kgs.
GB has an array of talent at super-

heavyweight. Frazer Clarke has continued 
to impress but Joe Joyce, after a stellar 
2015 that saw him win a European 
Games gold medal and a World 
championship bronze medal,  
has retained the 91&kgs spot.

Lawrence Okolie, who occupies 
the 91kgs berth, has swept on to the 
international stage recently. He may have 
lost a split decision to Germany’s Igor 
Teziev at the Chemistry Cup in Germany, 
but has looked impressive in the WSB. 
More seasoned internationals Antony 
Fowler and Joshua Buatsi will go at 75kgs 
and 81kgs respectively. Qais Ashfaq, 
who medalled at both the European 
Games and European championships, 
is the bantamweight. The European 
gold medallist, Welshman Joe Cordina, 
competes at lightweight. Cordina was 
just denied winning an Olympic place at 
the World championships by excellent 
Brazilian Robson Conceicao.

Top talents Muhammad Ali, 52kgs,  
and Pat McCormack, 64kgs, have kept 
their places. 

GB NAME TEAM FOR TURKEY

B BOXING have 
announced the 
British team that 
will enter the 
European Olympic 
qualification event. 
The tournament 

takes place in Samsun in Turkey, 
beginning on April 7 and running 
through until April 18.

Over the course of 2015, a year which 
featured the European Games, men’s 
European championships and World 
championships, the GB team took 
shape, although there are a couple of 
unexpected selections. Galal Yafai has 
been chosen at 49kgs. The international 
newcomer is the younger brother of 
Kal and Gamal, current pro champions 
and formerly top amateurs themselves. 

Britain select squad for European 
Olympic qualification event

John 
Dennen 

@BoxingNewsJD

Amateur Editor

G

THE CHOSEN ONE: 
Pattinson [right] has been 

selected by GB at welter, 
despite losing to Holmes

Photo: WSB

‘WE HAVE 
SELECTED 

THOSE THAT 
WE FEEL ARE 
DESERVING’
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WEB 
WISDOM

Two-time Olympian! 
Just in case anyone 
forgot! I’m excited!

London 2012  
gold medallist 

CLARESSA SHIELDS 
celebrates booking her 

place at Rio 2016.

Claressa Shields, 
why the ‘T-Rex’ 

nickname?!  
You got abnormal 

little arms or 
something? 

Well done in the 
Continentals by  

the way!
The inquisitive mind of 
QAIS ASHAQ asks the 

big question.

Ha, ha, ha, ha,  
Kez it’s a childhood 

nickname, when 
my arms used to be 

short!
SHIELDS reveals the 
terrible truth to the 

world.

Tables turn, bridges 
burn, you live and 

learn.
US bantamweight 

SHAKUR STEVENSON is 
also a 2016 Olympian. 

 
Want to wish  

my good mate  
and former rival 
Galal Yafai luck 
for the first Rio 

qualifier.
Gentlemanly  

SUNNY EDWARDS 
sends a message. 

 
100% believe I can 

do it. I’ve been given 
the chance now. 

It’s time to make it 
happen.

Delight for  
CYRUS PATTINSON  
at being selected.

ON TWITTER
@BoxingNewsJD

ON FACEBOOK
www.facebook.com/boxingnewsonline

ONLINE
www.boxingnewsonline.net

already. That kid [Azerbaijan’s  
Elvin Mamishzada] went on to win,  
and I thought I was beating him.
What kind of training do you have 
coming up?

We’ve got a multi-nation training camp 
this week, Bulgaria, Spain and a few other 
countries. It should be good preparation. 
The Bulgarian [Daniel Asenov] who beat 

Bury’s Muhammad Ali  
discusses being chosen for  
the next Olympic qualifier

WERE you feeling you had to work 
hard to make sure you got the spot 
on the team?

I’ve trained my hardest just to get in 
the best shape possible. I feel my form 
was better. I was pretty confident about 
getting picked. I’m just thankful I did.  
I’ve got to pay them back by qualifying.
Are you confident of qualifying 
given you won a silver medal at the 
European championships?

Loads of people thought I should have 
got gold, but hopefully I’ll go one better 
this time and qualify for the Olympics.
What have been the events you’ve 
competed in this year?

I’ve done two in the World Series of 
Boxing so far this year, two of the five-
rounders, and I thought I did pretty well 
in both of them. The first one was a bit 
of a boxing match [against local Abdelali 
Daraa in Morocco]. He just moved 
around, I picked him off. The last  
fight [versus India’s Gaurav Bidhuri in 
Bethnal Green] was a bit of a war.  

I just outbrawled him really. Was too for 
strong him. It was good. I showed people 
different sides to my game. Against 
Morocco, I boxed him on the back foot, 
and against the Indian, I took it to him.
Are you hitting harder, is your power 
coming on?

I don’t really notice that much,  
but obviously when you’re hitting 
the kids and they don’t want to come 
forward it shows you are hitting pretty 
hard at the weight.
Have you picked up any cuts?

Not since the Worlds. It was making 
that adjustment from headguards to 
none. Because I’ve been boxing for so 
long with the headguards on [as a Youth 
and Junior], I wasn’t getting away with 
things without the headguard that I could 
do with the headguard. I’d end up getting 
cut. Now I’ve had a few more fights 
without the headguards and I’m just 
getting used to my head position.

I think if I didn’t get cut at the Worlds, 
I would have qualified for the Olympics 

RAY MOYLETTE
IRISH light-welterweight Ray Moylette boxed in the APB (AIBA Pro Boxing) on  
Saturday March 19 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan. Over six rounds, Moylette lost to local man 
Ikboljon Kholdarov, but only on a split decision. One judge scored 58-56 to Ray, but the 
other two saw it for the Uzbek by the same margin.

The silver lining for Moylette is that he has now had two APB contests this season.  
This means he will be eligible to enter the APB/WSB Olympic qualification event that will 
take place before Rio 2016.

The headline act on the bill saw Uzbekistan flyweight Jasurbek Latipov beat Iran’s 
Sajad Mohammadpour, moving him closer to a shot at APB champion Misha Aloian. 
Latipov’s countryman, Dilshod Makhmudov, also beat Turkey’s Onder Sipal on the show.

We pick out a boxer who’s planning  
on making an impact this year

Age: 26
From: Ireland  

Stance: Orthodox  
Titles: European 
gold, World Youth 

gold

FAST FACTS

QUICK-F IRE  Q&A

MISSION2016
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SPEED MERCHANT:  
Ali sets a torrid  

tempo during fights

me in the Europeans, I think he’s coming. 
It should be good getting a few rounds 
under my belt with him.
Who do you think are the main 
people at flyweight to look out for at 
the European qualifier?

That Bulgarian, I’d say number one.  
Me and him are the top two. I don’t think 
a lot of people can live up to my pace.

‘THEY CAN’T LIVE 
WITH MY PACE’‘IF I DIDN’T GET CUT AT 

THE WORLDS, I’D HAVE 
QUALIFIED ALREADY’



AMATEURSCENE The very best action, previews and 
news from Olympic-style boxing
With JOHN DENNEN  |  @BoxingNewsJD

SEND us your club's news, results or upcoming events to john.dennen@boxingnewsonline.net  or 020 7618 3478

AMATEURS

42 l BOXING NEWS l MARCH 24, 2016  w w w . b o x i n g n e w s o n l i n e . n e t

Five American boxers  
qualify for Rio 2016,  
writes George Gigney

QUEEN OF THE JAB:  
Shields [left] uses 

her lead hand to 
good effect en 

route to booking 
her place at Rio

2012 OLYMPIC gold medallist 
Claressa Shields booked her 
place at Rio 2016 alongside four of 
her American team-mates at the 
Americas qualifier event in  
Buenos Aires, Argentina.

Shields made history in 2012  
by becoming her country’s first 
female Olympic champion in 
boxing, and on her 21st birthday 
last Thursday (March 17) ensured 
she would compete at a second 
consecutive Games.

The middleweight supremo 
confirmed her qualification spot with 
a dominating semi-final decision 
win over the Dominican Republic’s 
Yenebier Guillen Benitez.

Shields said: “I can officially  
say I’m a two-time Olympian,  
one-time Olympic gold medallist.  
It feels great.”

Shields went on to win gold at 
the qualifier event by unanimously 
outpointing Canadian Ariane 
Fortin-Brochu in the final.

Male middleweight Charles 
Conwell also clinched gold at the 
tournament, as well as his place at 
Rio.

Colombian Jorge Luis Vivas 
Palacios pushed Conwell hard 
in their semi-final bout, but the 
American’s constant aggression and 
crunching body work earned him the 
decision and his qualification spot.

He joined Sheilds atop the  
podium when he outpointed 
Mexico’s Misael Uziel Rodriguez 
Olivas in an enthralling final.

Exciting bantamweight Shakur 
Stevenson maintained his unbeaten 
international record with a gold-
medal winning performance in the 
tournament. 

He churned out a wide decision 
win over Venezuela’s Johan Jose 
Gonzalez Mendez to punch his 
ticket for Rio in the semi-final.

He followed that up with another 
rousing performance to outpoint 
Argentine Ezequiel Alberto Melian 
in the championship bout.

The 18-year-old has noticed an 
increase in his strength, and said: 
“The increase in power is coming 
naturally, because I’m getting older 
I guess. I’m starting to actually hurt 
people when I hit them, so it’s great.”

At lightweight, Mikaela Mayer 
needed to win gold in order to 
qualify for the Olympics – and she did 
just that. She defeated Pan American 
Games champion Caroline Veyre, 
from Canada, and former conqueror 
Kiria Tapia, of Puerto Rico, to reach 
the final, where she met Mexico’s 
Victoria Torres. Having beaten 
Torres in the World Series of Boxing 

last month, Mayer was brimming 
with confidence as her cleaner work 
earned her a convincing decision.

“I just can’t believe that this was 
the final step and now it’s over.  
I’m going to the Olympics,” she said.

Light-flyweight Nico Hernandez 
qualified in his semi-final when he 
defeated Argentina’s Leandro Blanc 
on a unanimous decision. 

Hernandez looked a cut above 
Blanc in the semi. He could not walk 
away with gold at the event, however, 
as he was edged out by Colombia’s 
Carlos Eduardo Quipo Pilataxi  
in the final.

Flyweight Virginia Fuchs missed 
out on qualification after losing her 
semi to Colombia’s Ingrit Valencia. 

However, she won her consolation 
bout against Brazli’s Grazieli Jesus 
De Sousa, meaning she still has a 
chance of getting to Rio. If either of 
the two qualified athletes from the 
Americas (Canada’s Mandy Bujold 
and Valencia) or Fuchs finish in the 
top four at the World Championships 
in May, she will qualify.

Heavyweight Cam Awesome 
came painfully close to qualification 
as he dropped a split decision in his 
consolation bout to Brazil’s Juan 
Goncalves Nogueira. That was 

his second and last opportunity to 
qualify in Argentina, as he lost his 
semi-final to Argentine Yamil Jara.

Welterweight Gary Russell and  
light-heavy Jonathan Esquivel both 
fell to Venezuelans at the semi-final 
stage, meaning they also missed out 
on guaranteed spots at Rio.

Russell was outpointed by  
Luis Martin Arcon Diaz, while 
Esquivel fell to Carlos Daniel Tobar 
Romero. Both Americans ended up 
in third overall after they won their 
consolation bouts via walkover.

Paul Kroll left the tournament 
after Cuba’s Roniel Iglesias 
outpointed him in the quarter-final, 
while Marlo Moore was edged out 
by Canada’s Aaron Huggins during 
the preliminaries.

 Cuba now have a boxer qualified 
in every weight class. Welter Iglesias, 
heavyweight Erislandy Savon and 
super-heavyweight Lenier Pero all 
booked their places in Argentina. 

The non-qualified American men 
will have two more opportunities to 
confirm their Olympic berths at world 
events in June.

Meanwhile, London’s Valerian 
Spicer – boxing for the Dominican 
Republic – was edged out by Puerto 
Rican Kiria Tapia in the quarters. 

Photos: AIBA

SHIELDS UP

GOLD STAR: Stevenson takes  
the title at bantamweight
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SPELLBINDING

THE capacity house was spellbound 
by the sheer quality of the boxing 
produced at Venture ABC’s March 8 
show at the Birkenhead Youth Club.

The best bout was saved until last 
in which Ben Burnham (Venture) 
defeated Jimmy Maughan 
(Wildcard), with the referee having to 
stop the fight in the last of the three 
rounds after a great struggle.

Both exhibited fine skills backed 
by heavy punching, with Burnham 
dropping Maughan halfway through 
the first round, only then to be 
dropped himself as the session came 
to a close. 

They went for it in the second,  
with Maughan wielding his left hook 
with gusto and Burnham keeping a 
tight defence and picking his shots in 
the face of the onslaught. 

Halfway through the third round, 
they went for broke in a fierce 
exchange. Burnham then gained the 
edge from a flurry finished with a left 
hook that rocked Maughan onto his 
heels and back into his own corner.  
At this point, with Burnham in 
full flow and Maughan’s defence 
breached, the referee made a timely 
intervention and called time on the 
contest. Burnham was judged the best 
boxer of the night.

Charlie Hardman (Venture) 
and Joe Smith (Wildcard) put on a 
humdinger, with both lads showing 
neat moves and throwing hard 
punches. This bout flowed back and 
forth, with Smith getting the verdict. 

Oliver Smith (Venture) and  
Jake Batchelor (Wirral CPS) 
produced a cracking bout,  
with Batchelor getting the decision, 
while Ryan Salmon (Venture) had  
to climb off the floor to defeat  
Ciaran Winterton (No Limits).

Tom Musker (Venture) and 
Thomas Lyons (Golden Gloves) 
produced a further bout peppered 
with good boxing skill and plenty of 

hard punching; the verdict going to 
Musker. 

Suray Samra (Venture) edged out 
Louis Jacobs (Knowsley) in a tight 
contest with plenty of hard punches 
thrown and landed, while Justin 
Beauau (Venture) pipped Ste Floyd 
(Golden Gloves).

The youngsters in the skill bouts 
set the standard. Loui Fox (Venture) 
and Ethan Moreton (Seacombe and 
Allendale) started the evening off with 
a fine fight that belied their limited 
experience. 

The two school bouts were 
exceptional, with Connor Payne 
defeating Taylor Sutton (Wirral CP) 
in a bout featuring good jabbing,  
tight defence and quick counters. 

Callum Day (Venture) and  
Reece Gannon (Kirby) treated 
the crowd to combinations off the 
jab and neat footwork. It was an 
enthralling contest to watch. 

AWARD WINNER:  
Burnham is proud 
after being named 
as the best boxer 
of the night

Tommy Dix reports on 
Venture ABC’s quality show

Labelle wins a split verdict

Redmond and Turton go at it in Birmingham, writes Ken Myatt 

MACCLESFIELD held their annual 
boxing showcase at the Wilmslow 
Leisure Centre last month.

Among the 15 contests, 
Macclesfield Boys Boxing Club’s 
Paul Derek, a switch-hitter, 
turned the style on in a well-
matched contest against  
Lestyn Smith, of Llay ABC,  
that could have gone either way. 
Derek, though, was victorious.

Home boxer Ben Rowark 
stepped up for his first three-
threes against Bobby Gilder 
(Tameside). Rowark went toe to 
toe in what ended up being the 
bout of the night, which also saw 
Ben crowned boxer of the night. 
Both traded punches throughout, 
with Rowark edging it in the eyes 
of the judges, but credit to both 
for a brilliant contest.

Habil Khan, Queensway,  
was a good switch-hitter who 
threw at will with success.  
Ross Patterson, Macclesfield, 
pushed forward with strong back 
hands every time Khan switched, 
but didn’t do enough in the end, 
with Khan taking the decision. 

A heavyweight contest 
between two 17-year-olds saw 
Jake Young, Larches & Savick, 
throwing some powerful shots 
as Joe “Bulldozer” Labelle, 
Macclesfield, soaked them up with 
his tight guard, as Young showed 
the slight signs of tiredness. 
“Bulldozer” gave him a standing 
count and, although, the decision 
was split, Labelle was victorious.

THE British Lionhearts were due 
to box the Morocco Atlas Lions 
in the World Series of Boxing on 
March 17 at York Hall in London. 
But only the day before, the match 
was cancelled, as the Moroccan 
boxers were not issued with visas.

A spokesperson for the 
Lionhearts said: “All ticket 
purchasers for this match will be 
eligible for a refund. Alternatively, 
if the match is rescheduled,  
all those with tickets will be 
able to switch their ticket to the 
rearranged date or an alternative 
British Lionhearts WSB event.” 

SOLIHULL ABC held a sold-out dinner 
show at the National Motorcycle 
Museum in Birmingham on March 5.

Craig Turton (Wildcard) and 
Mitchell Redmond (Solihull) had 
an exciting super-heavyweight bout 
before the very game Turton was 
counted out in the last round by 
Redmond’s heavy-handed punching.

Matt Galliers (Wayne Elcock 
ABC) suffered a count in the second 
round but won a split verdict over 

McCauley Owen (Donnington) in an 
eventful welterweight contest.

Elise Glynn (Solihull) ground out 
a hard-earned win, by unanimous 
decision, over Brook Eaton (Five 
Star), with both boxers well-matched.
OTHER RESULTS:
MORGAN GREENHILL (Solihull) stpd Louis Garbett 
(Coventry Boys ABC) 2nd, KAASH BUTTERY  
(Tom Lowe) outpd C. Charralambous (Arnold ABC) 
unan, NICO LIEVARS (Stags ABC) outpd Sam Gwilt 
(Priory Park) unan.

‘BULLDOZER’ 
DRIVES ON

LIONHEARTS 
CANCELLED

SUPER-HEAVY TEAR-UP



TOO BIG, TOO GOOD: 
De La Hoya [right] 
slams a right hand 
onto Gatti’s jaw 

FLASHBACK
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DE LA HOYA BEATS DOWN GATTI 
Connor 
Boundy  
recalls  
Oscar’s 
hammering  
of Arturo

OSCAR DE LA HOYA put the demons  
of his close defeat to rival Shane Mosley 
in his last bout behind him as he beat 
down Arturo Gatti in five rounds at the 
MGM Grand in Las Vegas. 

‘’This was just the start,’’ De La Hoya 
expressed after the fight as he looked to 
rebuild his reputation as the biggest star 
in boxing after suffering recent losses to 
Mosley and Felix Trinidad. 

Former IBF super-featherweight titlist 
Gatti struggled to cope with his taller, 
rangier, hard-hitting Los Angeles foe.  
With 12 seconds left of the first round, 
De La Hoya knocked Gatti down with a 
strong right hand. This seemed to set the 
tone for the remainder of the contest, 
as De La Hoya unleashed thunderous 
combinations, with one causing a cut 
under Gatti’s right eye. 

With Gatti’s wound worsening and 
the punishment from De La Hoya’s fists 
continuing to flow, Gatti’s corner stopped 
the fight in the fifth of a scheduled 12 
rounds at welterweight. Time was 1-16.

‘’I never hit him flush,’’ Jersey City’s 
Gatti said. ‘’But I fought my heart out.”

De La Hoya would move up to super-
welter for his next clash, winning the 
WBC crown from Javier Castillejo.

IN Magdeburg, German hero 
Sven Ottke made a ninth 
successful defence of his IBF 
super-middleweight title, stopping 
American James Crawford in eight 
one-sided rounds. 

Having only scored two 
stoppages in 21 wins before the 
fight, Ottke set about his business 
in his usual way, keeping gloves 
high while establishing his jab and 
following it up with the odd right 
hand and left hook. 

Crawford struggled to find holes 
through Ottke’s tight guard, while 
the champion started to focus 
his attacks more on the taller 
Crawford’s torso. 

In the eighth, Crawford was 
shaken from an Ottke right hook, 
and after several unanswered 
punches to the head and body, 
referee Robert Byrd stepped in to 
save the shaken Crawford at 2-52.

Ottke would retire three years 
later with a 34-0 (6) record. 

OTTKE MAKES NINTH DEFENCE JIROV CALLS OUT ROY JONES JNR
HEAVY-HANDED Vassiliy Jirov 
retained his IBF cruiserweight 
strap for the fourth time, knocking 
out Chicago’s Terry McGroom in 
the first frame in Las Vegas, before 
announcing to the world who 
he subsequently wanted to face. 
“Everybody knows who I want to 
fight next, and that is Roy Jones 
Jnr,” said the Kazakh southpaw.

Jirov had won a gold medal in 
the light-heavyweight category 
at the 1996 Olympic Games in 

Atlanta. After the Games,  
he relocated to the US to turn 
pro, notching up 20 wins before 
beating Arthur Williams to win the 
IBF belt.  

Jirov’s power proved too 
much for McGroom. Finding his 
range early, Jirov showed good 
patience and cleverly disarmed his 
opponent with strikes to the head 
and torso. Time was 1-22. 

Sadly, the Jirov-Jones clash 
never materialised.

2001
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 ★
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One of 
Britain’s 
greatest 
bantams,  
Alan Rudkin, 
was unlucky 
not to be a 
world 
champion

RUDKIN AND THE ‘COLD-EYED KILLER’
T’S 51 years since 
the Liverpool stylist 
Alan Rudkin beat 
Belfast’s Johnny 
Caldwell for the 
British and Empire 
bantamweight titles, 
launching himself 
into boxing’s top 
echelon.

Alan, a baby-faced 
23, entered the fight 
as an underdog.  
His fledgling pro 
record of 19 wins 
and one cut-eye-
stoppage loss offered 
little proof he could 
topple the seasoned 
26-year-old 

champion. Caldwell, dubbed the  
“Cold-Eyed Killer”, was a former 
British flyweight champion and world 
bantamweight title claimant. The skilled 
Ulster box-fighter won the European 
version of the world bantam crown in his 
22nd pro fight, in May 1961, outpointing 
France’s Alphonse Halimi over 15 at 
Wembley’s Empire Pool. In October ’61, 
they met again with the same result,  
and Caldwell kept his crown.

At the time, however, the USA claimed 
a certain Brazilian named Eder Jofre  
was the rightful world bantam ruler.  
The two unbeaten championship 
claimants (Caldwell 25-0, Jofre 41-0-3) 
met to settle the dispute in Sao Paulo, 
Brazil in January 1962, when the brilliant 
Jofre stopped Johnny in 10 to become 
undisputed world bantamweight king.   

Nine months later, Caldwell was 
stopped on cuts when he challenged 
fellow Ulsterman Freddie Gilroy for 
British and Empire bantam honours;  
but he finally captured the then-vacant 
titles with a seventh-round stoppage of 
George Bowes in March 1964. Caldwell’s 
first defence was against untested 
prospect Rudkin.

Johnny had lost just three fights in 
33 – one to Jofre and two on cut eyes, 
to Gilroy and tough Frenchman Michel 
Atlan – so inevitably Boxing News tipped 
him to win. We wrote that “[Rudkin] 
should fully extend Caldwell, but we feel 
Johnny’s extra experience over the longer 
distance, and against top-class fighters, 
will give him the edge.”

The pair met at Nottingham Ice Rink 
on March 22, 1965, and the fight was 
a thriller. There was little to choose 
between them in the first two rounds,  
but from the third Rudkin forged ahead. 

By round six, Caldwell looked  
tired, blood streamed from his nose,  

and though he hung on grimly,  
he seemed a beaten man. In the 10th,  
the relentless pummelling from the 
Liverpool youngster finally paid dividends. 
Mercifully, referee George Smith stopped 
the fight after examining Caldwell’s badly 
cut left eye. At that moment, hordes of 
Rudkin supporters mobbed the ring to 
congratulate their man. Board of Control 
officials were still struggling to keep them 
back when the new champion received 
his Lonsdale Belt. 

Rudkin fought on for seven years and 
firmly established himself as Britain’s 
top bantam. He lost and then regained 
the British bantam crown in two terrific 
15-rounders with former world flyweight 

champion Walter McGowan. He then 
defended successfully against Evan 
Armstrong and twice against Johnny 
Clark, and beat Italy’s Franco Zurlo for 
the European title.

Three times Rudkin travelled the 
globe to challenge for world honours. 
He lost two tight 15-rounders – against 
Fighting Harada in November 1965 and 
Lionel Rose in March ’69 – in Japan and 
Australia respectively. Then in December 
1969, he fought in America, but was 
stopped in two by Mexican legend  
Ruben Olivares. 

In 1972, Rudkin retired, and was later 
awarded an MBE. He died unexpectedly 
in September 2010, aged 68.

I

Alex 
Daley 

@thealexdaley

Historian  
& author

GLOBETROTTER:  
Rudkin in a prime that saw him 
challenge thrice for world titles abroad

New Merseyside president
FOLLOWING the death of Harry Scott, the 
world-class middleweight of the 1960s and ’70s, 
Merseyside Former Boxers’ Association members 
were left with the tough task of voting in a new 
president. Former British welterweight title 
challenger Tony Smith was unanimously elected, 
having served for several years as vice-president.

A clever and stylish boxer, Tony won 126 of 
136 amateur contests with St Monica’s ABC in 

EX-BOXER ASSOCIATION NEWS
Bootle. He turned pro in 1958 and won 32 of 48 
bouts, before retiring in 1965. He fought at the 
famous Liverpool Stadium at least 26 times and 
challenged the brilliant Brian Curvis for the British 
and Empire welterweight titles. 

As a professional, Tony beat such men as  
Wally Swift, Albert Carroll, Johnny Kramer and 
Johnny Cooke.
Email exboxers@gmail.com with your 
ex-boxer association news. 



When and why you started 
boxing:
I first started boxing when I was 
eight years old.
Favourite all-time fighter:
I’d say my favourite fighter ever  
is [retired former WBC, WBA and 
IBF middleweight champion] 
Marvin Hagler.
Best fight you’ve seen:
Joe Calzaghe’s world super-
middleweight title unification fight 
against Jeff Lacy in Manchester  
[a unanimous 12-round points  
win for Calzaghe in March 2006].  
Joe boxed Lacy’s lugs off that night. 
Personal career highlight:
Reaching the final of the ABAs 
at 67kgs [welterweight] in 2012, 
boxing for Forest Hall.
Toughest opponent: 
[Current undefeated Southern Area 
welterweight titlist] Tamuka Mucha. 
He beat me in the ABA final.
Training tip: 
Don’t be a ‘half-a-job Jimmy’ in the 
gym! You need to be committed 
when you’re training.
Favourite meal/restaurant:
They do a beautiful fillet steak at a 
restaurant called Ora in Tynemouth.
Best friends in boxing:
The punch bag. I spend a lot of 
time with that thing!
Other sportsman you would 
like to be: 
I’d be a darts player. Just chucking 
darts around and drinking pints! 
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Last film/TV show you saw:
I recently watched the TV series, 
Grimm.
Who would play you in a film of 
your life:
I’d choose [The Matrix and  
Point Break star] Keanu Reeves to 
play me.
Have you ever been starstruck:
I met Jesse McClure from [reality 
television series] Storage Hunters 
the other day. I was happy with 
that. 
Last time you cried:
I don’t cry. My girlfriend says  
I’m cold-hearted because of it. 
Best advice received:
‘Hit and don’t be hit.’ That piece of 
advice doesn’t really work for me 
though. 
Worst rumour about yourself: 
I’ve never heard any rumours about 
myself. 
Something not many people 
know about you: 
I bought myself a kitten recently 
and named him Champ. He’s a pain 
in the arse!

LEWIS RITSON
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Paul Wheeler talks to a man who is intimately acquainted with his punch bag

Incorporating
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TS Age: 22 Twitter: @lewis_ritson Nickname: ‘Sandman’ Height: 5ft 10ins 
Nationality: English From: Forest Hall Stance: Orthodox Record: 8-0 (3)  
Division: Lightweight Titles: n/a Next fight: Ritson faces Bence Molnar  
over 10 rounds in Glasgow this Saturday (March 26).
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‘I BOUGHT MYSELF 
A KITTEN RECENTLY 
AND NAMED HIM 
CHAMP. HE’S A PAIN 
IN THE ARSE!’

‘DON’T BE A ‘HALF-
A-JOB JIMMY’ IN 
THE GYM! YOU NEED 
TO BE COMMITTED 
IN TRAINING’
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store. To redeem this offer you must have a valid Apple ID. Upon registration for the trial, your method of payment will be authorised. We will begin billing you at the end of the free trial. It is possible to 

cancel your subscription between the first day your subscription was authorised and the 30th day of your trial. To do this launch the App Store, tap ‘Featured’, scroll down and tap your ‘Apple ID’, sign in, 
‘Manage App Subscriptions’, select ‘Boxing News’ and turn off the subscription.



TAKE OUT A SUBSCRIPTION TO
THE WORLD’S BEST 
FIGHT MAGAZINE

+ + SAVE UP TO £66 ON THE NEWSSTAND PRICE + +

+ GET THE ANNUAL 2016 FREE

CALL 01371 851888 QUOTE ANNUAL16 OR VISIT  
www.boxingnewsonline.net/ANNUAL16

Terms and Conditions:
This offer is only available to new Boxing News subscribers on a 1-year subscription (£97.50). Subscribers will receive the Boxing News 2016 Annual. This offer is not available to digital edition 
subscribers. Boxing News accepts no responsibility for any damage, loss, liabilities or disappointment incurred or suffered by a customer as a result of claiming the offer. If the subscription that 
you purchased includes a free gift, please allow up to 4 weeks for delivery. For all enquiries email: boxingnews@escosubs.co.uk or call 01371 851888. Offer available whilst stocks last.


