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The level of refi nement Harley-Davidson has 
achieved with its new 2017 Milwaukee-Eight Tour-
ing bikes is impressive, both on paper and from 

the saddle, more so because the bikes haven’t lost any of 
the rumbling feel or classic look that’s so important to 
Harley enthusiasts. You can read all about the new 107s 
in our cover story. As with the other new Touring models 
we sampled at the 2017 introduction, the Street Glide we 
fl ogged around California and put on the dyno is more 
powerful up top and down low, much smoother at idle 
and doesn’t bake the rider’s or passenger’s legs, even in 
warmer weather. New suspension helps it handle bet-
ter and ride more comfortably, too. Combined with the 
Project Rushmore refi nements that were implemented 
for 2014, the 107s really have become thoroughly modern 
touring machines wrapped in a cloak of traditional style.

What is genuinely remarkable to me, though, is that 
Harley-Davidson—and other manufacturers that have 
introduced new air-cooled models for 2016 and 2017—was 
able to do all of the above and still make the bikes meet 
the European Union’s (and California’s) strict emissions re-
quirements. Although a single country in Europe doesn’t 
account for a huge number of motorcycle sales, together 
the EU bought more than 1.1 million bikes in 2015, more 
than double the number sold in the U.S. That makes it a 
very important market for most of the world’s motorcycle 
makers. Any motorcycle introduced as new for 2016 or 
2017 has to comply with EU Regulation No. 168/2013 to be 
sold there, which (in brief) mandates tougher Euro 4 emis-
sions limits, a 20,000-mile longevity test for the emissions 
equipment, on-board diagnostics (OBD1, as with 1991-1995 
cars in the U.S.) to monitor it all and report failures and 
evaporative canisters to trap raw fuel vapors. It also re-
quires anti-lock brakes on anything larger than 125cc, and 
combined brakes or ABS on smaller motorcycles.

The new EU regulations will also apply to earlier 
existing models beginning in 2017. Many motorcycles 
are already compliant thanks to similarly tough regula-
tions that have been in place in California for years, but 
now that Europe has implemented Euro 4, it may drive a 
sea change in manufacturers' lineups. Rather than spend 
the money to update them, bikes that don’t sell well may 
simply disappear. But hopefully—as with Triumph’s 
completely redesigned Bonneville line—we will see a 
raft of new machines take their place. At this writing 
we’re just days from the big Intermot show in Germany 
and a number of new bike reveals, with some, like the 

Honda CBR1000RR and Yamaha YZF-R6, inspired at least 
in part because the current models don’t meet Euro 4.

Incorporating ABS, OBD1 and evaporative canisters 
and proving all of its durability is no joke, but it’s Euro 4 
that is the tough nut to crack. Euro 3, which had to be met 
for the 2006/2007 model years, called for carbon monox-
ide (CO) emissions of no more than 2.0 grams per kilome-
ter, hydrocarbons (HC) of no more than 0.3 g/km and ox-
ides of nitrogen (NOx) of 0.15 g/km or less. Euro 4 cuts those 
numbers to 1.14, 0.17 and 0.9 respectively—nearly in half. 
Euro 3 made fuel injection and catalytic converters prac-
tically universal on larger bikes, and required engineers 
to design intake, combustion and exhaust systems that 
used fuel as completely and effi ciently as possible (which 
in many cases was, and still is, responsible for the abrupt 
throttle response on many motorcycles).

Somehow Harley met Euro 3 without some form of 
liquid cooling as well, but Euro 4 is a different story. 
Presumably Harley’s new air-cooled Touring models 
without fairing lowers (where it can stash radiators on 
the liquid-cooled bikes) had to drive the engineering bus. 
To prevent ever leaner fuel mixtures from doing dam-
age, Harley made a raft of changes to their cylinder head 
design to make the 107s run cooler, in addition to going 
with four valves per cylinder and adding precision oil 
cooling in the crucial bridge between the exhaust valves. 
Bravo! This will get it by for while, but it will be interest-
ing to see what The Motor Co. and others do in order to 
meet even tougher Euro 5 in 2020.

Back in the ’80s, my commute home took me from 
Agoura Hills to the San Fernando Valley in greater Los 
Angeles, California. Most days back then—especially in 
the summer—Highway 101 descended into the Valley 
in a haze of brown, with smog so thick it burned your 
lungs and stung your eyes. Southern California still has 
the worst smog in the nation, and thanks to unusually 
hot weather, 2016 has been the worst year for smog since 
2009. But in general the air has vastly improved since 
the '80s.  Last year, a study by USC scientists found that 
kids in the region are breathing better than they did in 
1994, and that the number of children with poor lung 
function had dropped by half. I don’t know about you, 
but to me breathing and our kids are pretty important 
and well worth encouraging cleaner vehicles, even if 
the consumer has to shoulder some increased cost. Other 
than that, none of us are likely to notice or feel the 
effects of the changes, except for breathing easier.

Breathing Easier

MARK TUTTLE
Editor-In-Chief

 ONE-TRACK MIND
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Excellent review of the three adventure bikes by 
Senior Editor Greg Drevenstedt and the crew (Beasts of 
Burden, October 2016). The assessments of the capabili-
ties and limitations of each motorcycle were spot on, 
as was the warning about the machines’  weight, espe-
cially in off-road situations. Back in 2014, I did a solo 
ride on my Super Ténéré, from Pittsburgh to Inuvik, 
Northwest Territories, Canada. The bike performed 
fl awlessly over the 9,000 miles—except when I en-

countered gooey mud just south of the Peel River ferry. Fortunately a truck driver, 
who just missed running over my downed beast (my tipover happened just past 
the crest of a hill), helped me pick it up. Unfortunately, the goop was so thick that 
three miles down the road the bike came to a halt, with mud hopelessly packed in 
both wheel wells! The Super T had to be towed back to Inuvik and power washed 
before being able to complete the Dempster Highway the next morning. 

MICHAEL PISULA, Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania 

A NEW TO-DO LIST
It was fun to read Tom Dawson’s Favorite Ride, Lock-to-Lock: Riding the Miami-
Erie Canal, in the October issue. Living in northwestern Ohio, only a few miles 
from the north end of the canal, riding from Waterville to Defi ance is one of my 
favorite rides when I only have a couple of hours to spare. His story piqued my 
interest in riding the southern portion of the canal. It is now on my to-do list for 
next summer. Thanks, Tom, I learned some new things about my home area. And 
thanks to Rider for a great magazine.

ALLEN RICHER, Wauseon, Ohio

QUITE A DAY TRIP 
I thoroughly enjoyed Alan Paulsen’s Splitting the Country story in the October 
issue. While reviewing the route map on page 38 afterwards, I thought the map 
scale at the bottom seemed a bit odd. Using it, I calculate the total distance as 
roughly 240 miles! Canada to Mexico in a day trip with a stop or two? Who knew! 
The distance from the International Peace Garden to Brownsville, Texas, is actu-
ally about 1,775 miles. Just thought you might like to know!

STEVE QUINN, Doylestown, Pennsylvania

Good eye, Steve. If only that map scale was accurate in certain parts of the 
country, eh? –EIC

CHAPEAU!
I always enjoy Rider’s stories and photos. However, the image of Gordon McCall 
and Reggie Pridmore (Rallies & Clubs, October 2016) misidentifi es the bike shown. 
That is not Reg’s R90S, but is instead his 750cc GP bike, legal for AMA racing. 
(Whether it was only 750cc remains a mystery!) He fi nished mid-pack or better 
on this bike numerous times, against Yamaha TA- and TZ-350s, TZ-750s, Suzuki 
and Kawasaki triples and Harleys. This bike furnished much of the knowledge 
and “rule bending” insight later used on the Championship-winning Butler and 
Smith R90Ss. Look carefully, and you’ll see the drum brake on the front. It was fun 

watching Reggie out-brake everyone 
on it! 

One last thing: Reg is absolutely 
one of the nicest guys around. I was 
a young and poor amateur California 
AFM racer in those days, and often 
parked my beat-up pickup next to 
him in the pits. He would loan tools 
and advice freely if needed. Always 
willing to help others and always ap-
proachable. Chapeau! to a deserving 
Legend of the Sport honoree.

TYSON BRANYAN
Cushing, Oklahoma

PUMP JACKS
Got my October issue in the mail 
today, and as always I read Clement’s 
Road Tales fi rst, as I have done for 30 
years, more or less. His articles are 
primarily what have made me a Rider 
fanatic. Reading his October story, I 
was eating it up until I got to the part 
about stopping on U.S. 101 for a stretch. 
I was laughing so hard I dropped my 
false teeth—please tell Clement it is 
pump jacks, not jack pumps. Also tell 
him to keep it up, because I want to 
keep reading for another 30 years.

JOHN BLACK, Poteau, Oklahoma

CARMEL-BY-THE-WHAT?
Until the October issue arrived, I’d 
never heard of the Quail Motorcycle 
Gathering. Reading about the amaz-
ing motorcycles, perfect weather 
and beautiful setting transported 
me to a wonderful place. The only 
trouble: I had no idea where I went! 
Mr. Salvadori mentioned it’s “just a 
few miles” from Carmel Valley, but I’d 
never heard of that either. I’ve since 
discovered that Carmel Valley was 
mentioned (and beautifully described) 
about 50 pages earlier in Riding 
Around: The Moto Talbott Collection. 
For those of us who aren’t as motorcy-
cle-worldly wise as yourselves (or who 
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RESPONSE continued

Letters to the editor with the writer's name, address and phone number should be sent to Rider Response, 1227 Flynn Road, Suite 304, Camarillo, 
California 93012, or emailed to rider@ridermagazine.com. Due to the volume of mail we receive we cannot respond to every letter personally; 
however, every letter is read by our entire staff.

aren’t very good at reading articles in 
order), next time would you kindly 
provide a little more background 
information in the article? 

JUSTIN CHAPMAN
Rochester, Minnesota

The Quail Motorcycle Gathering is 
held at the Quail Lodge and Golf Club 
in Carmel-by-the-Sea, California. 
There’s plenty of fantastic riding in 
the area—well worth a visit. –EIC

ROUGHING IT
I usually thumb through Rider as soon 
as I retrieve it from the mail, looking 
for articles of interest for reading later 
on. I usually find a couple; this time 
they are on every page! I especially 
enjoyed your Roughing It article (One-
Track Mind). One of my first experi-
ences with motorcycle “camping” 
came in the ‘80s, when I spent the night 
on a picnic table wrapped in a poncho 
in Utah. It took lots of coffee in Moab 
the next morning to thaw out! Thanks 
to you and the staff for the best issue 
this year and just maybe, ever! 

RUSS LOCKE, Lakehills, Texas

TWO-STROKE
MEMORIES
I always enjoy the Retrospective
feature in your magazine. When the 
October issue came, I got a special 
treat. As I turned the page, I saw a pair 
of scrambler exhausts that looked 
familiar—but I was thrown off by the 
tank design. It took me a moment to 
realize that this was a 1968 Avenger 
A7SS 350. When I was 16, in 1970, I got 
my first motorcycle: a 1970 Avenger. It 
seemed like everyone back then had 
a Honda CB350, so I was determined 
to have something different. The bike 
was fast for its size, but the front end 
shook back and forth at speeds above 
65 mph, even with the steering damp-
er tightened all the way. I had a lot of 
problems with the electrical system, 
and got plenty of exercise pushing it 
when it broke down.

In 1971, I rode my Avenger from 
New Hampshire to Florida in only 
three days. It didn’t seem amazing 
to me—until later that year when 
I moved up to a brand-new Honda 
CB750K1. After a few miles on my 
750, even I was asking myself, “How 

did I do it on that 350?!” I wouldn’t 
want to own that old Avenger again, 
but I sure enjoyed seeing pictures of 
my first bike’s older sibling in your 
Retrospective column!

LORING PREST
California, Pennsylvania

BULLETPROOF BANDIT
I faced the same problem as Jeff Snook 
(Response, October 2016): not being 
able to find a bike with adequate car-
rying capacity. I found the solution 
in a 2007 Suzuki Bandit 1250, with its 
489-pound load capacity and 200-mile 
range. It does everything well, and 
was reasonably priced. The wife loves 
it and the optional factory luggage. 
With 62,000 miles on the clock, it has 
been bulletproof. I bought mine in 
August of 2007, based on the Rider Test 
in the July 2007 issue. Thanks, Rider!

MARK HOOVER, Winnetka, California

SMACKDAB RUN
I was pleased to see U.S. Route 281 
featured so prominently and favor-
ably in the October 2016 issue (Split-
ting The Country). The Great Plains 
is too often overlooked as a touring 
destination. That is why, with the 
help of a few friends, I founded the 
Smackdab Summer Solstice Run 
in 2015. The route runs from the 
geographic center of the 48 States, 
just north of Lebanon, Kansas, to the 
geographic center of North America 
in Rugby, North Dakota. This one-
day annual event is held on the 
Saturday closest to the summer 
solstice. Riders leave the monument 
in Kansas between dawn and sun-
rise and complete the 675-mile route 
before sunset. The route follows U.S. 
281 north for 95 percent of the trip, to 
within 35 miles of the destination. 
The solstice allows more than 16 
hours of daylight riding.

The third-annual Smackdab Sum-
mer Solstice Run will be held on June 
24, 2017. Riders interested in explor-
ing this part of the country with us 
should visit smackdab281.org for 
more information.

PETER ZILLIOX
Lee's Summit, Missouri

IT WAS DESTINY
I really enjoyed seeing a Triumph T214 Bonneville in Tim Kessel’s Moto Aloha
story (October 2016). I ordered a T214 of my own almost as soon as I saw the 
press release on it. For me, the 2015 T214 was a must-have because of its com-
memoration of Johnny Allen’s 1956 world land-speed record of 214.40 mph at 
Bonneville. As it happened, I had set a national motorcycle speed record at 
Bonneville in 2014, so by adding my AMA National Number 1 plate to the side 
cover in the form of a homemade decal, my T214 became a dual commemora-
tive edition. Coincidentally, a year before the T214 was released, I found an 
original November 1956 issue of Cycle magazine at an antique shop, which 
featured Allen’s world record as its cover story! It was destiny….

GARY ILMINEN, Lone Rock, Wisconsin
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FOR THE LATEST HEADLINES FROM THE WORLD OF MOTORCYCLING, VISIT RIDERMAGAZINE.COM

KICKSTARTS
2017 Honda X-ADV

KAWASAKI TO DEVELOP
MOTORCYCLES WITH AI

HONDA WILL REVEAL the fi rst of a “new breed” 
of motorcycle for 2017 called the X-ADV at the 
Milan, Italy, EICMA show in November 2016. 
Based on the City Adventure concept scooter 
that was unveiled at EICMA last year, the X-ADV 
seems to be a kind of adventure scooter on ste-
roids, though it’s hard to tell much from the two 
photos made available (there’s also some video 
on our website at ridermagazine.com). Features 
include an upright riding position for visibility, 
hand guards, long suspension travel  to handle 
rough road surfaces, a 5-stage adjustable wind-
screen and storage space for an off-road style 
helmet, we presume under the seat in scooter 
fashion. It will also come standard with Honda’s 

automatic Dual Clutch Transmission, a big hint 
that it may get the NC700X or NC750X parallel 
twin-cylinder engine. No word yet if the X-ADV 
will come to the U.S.

artifi cial intelligence that enables man 
and machine to communicate with tech-
nology capable of recognizing emotion 
by the sound of the speaker’s voice.”

Accessing Kawasaki’s bank of analyti-
cal chassis and performance data, the 
system will be able to offer the rider 
“pertinent hints for enhanced riding en-
joyment, or relay information as the situ-
ation dictates.” Through advanced elec-
tronic management technology, having 
the system update machine settings 
based on the rider’s experience, skill and 
riding style will also be possible.

Not only will the motorcycle be able to 
communicate to the rider and adjust set-
tings, the system “intends to allow a re-
lationship with the rider and motorcycle. 
The more the rider and motorcycle inter-
act, the stronger the bond, and this com-
munication will allow the motorcycle to 
develop a unique personality refl ecting 
the individual idiosyncrasies of the rider. 
This system is intended to give the rider 

an all-new kind of enjoyment.”
OK, we’re just going to let that last bit 

sink in for a moment. Go ahead, re-read 
the previous paragraph. Got it?

This new system is part of Kawasaki’s 
rider-centric development philosophy, 
called RIDEOLOGY, which “is a commit-
ment to pursue all possibilities to ensure 
that its products are fun and rewarding 
to ride.” To this end, Kawasaki plans to 
take full advantage of “the vast experi-
ence and combined technological re-
sources of the KHI Group as it explores 
novel approaches in the development of 
new products and technologies.”

So, whether the Sugomi-styled Z1000 
will someday become a more friendly, 
enjoyable version of HAL 9000 remains 
to be seen. But as far as Kawasaki is con-
cerned, anything is possible.

If you’ve ever seen Stanley Kubrick’s 
1968 sci-fi  fi lm, 2001: A Space Odyssey, 
you might think twice about putting 
your faith in machines with artifi cial in-
telligence. And then there’s the whole 
Skynet deal from the Terminator mov-
ies, the Replicants in Blade Runner, that 
creepy Mecha kid in A.I. Artifi cial Intelli-
gence and so on.

Kawasaki Heavy Industries, Ltd. (KHI), 
however, is betting that the reality of 
artifi cial intelligence will be not only 
benign, but a boon to the motorcycle 
riding experience.

Kawasaki says it plans to develop 
“next-generation motorcycles that can 
grow along with the rider” using a com-
bination of ICT (Information and Com-
munications Technology) and AI (Artifi -
cial Intelligence).

These motorcycles of the future will 
use something called the Emotion Gen-
eration Engine and Natural Language 
Dialogue System, said to be “a form of 

“I’m sorry Dave, I’m afraid I can’t do that.” –HAL
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HERE’S A SHOUT-OUT to Rider reader and all-around enthu-
siast William “Bill” Robinson, who chased the September 
2016 Motorcycle Cannonball endurance run more than 2,100 
miles from Atlantic City, New Jersey, to Pueblo, Colorado…
on a 125cc Honda Grom! Robinson is the former Chairman of 
Riding Into History (see page 56) and was part of the team 
supporting Norm Nelson’s Cannonball effort on a 1911 Read-

ing Standard, which 
ended early in Pueblo 
due to a failed crank-
shaft. We’ll have a 
report on the coast-
to-coast Cannonball 
endurance run for 
pre-1916 motorcycles 
soon. Robinson said 
his maximum speed 
on the Grom was 71 
mph, moving average 
speed was 42 mph, 
and overall fuel econ-

omy was 96 mpg. The little motorcycle performed flawless-
ly, he said, and could definitely have gone on to California.

Although riders around the world regularly rack up seri-
ous miles on 125cc and even smaller motorcycles, we only 
know of one other rider who has piloted the tiny Grom far-
ther than Robinson—a fellow named Nathan Rogers, who 
rode one from his home in Portland, Oregon, to a summer 
job in Anchorage, Alaska, on a ride of more than 3,000 miles. 
As far as we know he’s still up there….

KICKSTARTS continued

Cannongrom

BMW C Evolution
IN RECENT YEARS there has been a 
steady increase in consumer inter-
est in electric vehicles. BMW intro-
duced the all-electric i3 and plug-in 
hybrid i8 automobiles in 2011, and 
the C Evolution electric scooter in 
2012—although it has not been 
available in the U.S. BMW says that 
will change in 2018. The U.S. version 
of the C Evolution will probably be 
the new Long Range (joined in Eu-
rope by a less-powerful and short-
er-range version), which is said to 
produce 26 horsepower, 11 more 
than the preceding model, while 
the range has been extended to ap-
proximately 100 miles. Top speed is 
electronically limited to 80 mph. It 
uses the same or a similar battery 
pack as the one in the i3 vehicle. 
Pricing and an exact launch date 
have yet to be announced.

SORT OF, ANYWAY. After years without U.S. distribution, Qian-
jiang (QJ), the parent company of Benelli since 2005, is now de-
livering 2017 Benelli TnT300 and TnT600 motorcycles to Benelli 
dealers in the U.S. The 2016 Benelli Zafferano 250 scooter is 
also available.

Benelli’s history goes back to 1911, when six brothers from 
Pesaro, Italy, started a motorcycle repair and parts manufactur-
ing business in what became known as the “Benelli Garage.” In 
1921, the brothers manufactured their fi rst motorcycle. 

Today, Benelli and U.S. distributor SSR Motorsports are part of 
the QJ Group, which manufactures more than 1.2 million vehicles 
per year, plus an additional 2 million engines per year, in Wenling, 
China. The $6,999 TnT600 is powered by a liquid-cooled, 600cc 
in-line four with a claimed 82 horsepower, and the $3,999 TnT300 
gets a liquid-cooled, 300cc parallel twin with 38 horsepower. 
For more information, visit benelli.ssrmotorsports.com.

Benelli Is Back!
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While I am an admirer of the Shakers, I certainly 
do not have it in me to live as simply as they did, 
which included celibacy. That certainly does sim-

plify one’s life. They did make beautifully simple furni-
ture, and original pieces fetch a rare price today. Had they 
been interested in the internal combustion engine, they 
might have turned out a superb motorcycle.

When I mentioned to my Baja buddy, Kurt, that I was 
writing a column on simplicity, his amusing and truthful 
rejoinder was, “That sounds complicated.”

After a half-century of amazing growth, especially in 
the sciences, modern life can get overly complicated very 
quickly...at least I find it so. Some people love complexity, 
others—like me—do not. Although I am definitely in fa-
vor of all those medical advances which keep me healthy.

I like relatively simple things, like a manual eggbeater 
or an anvil. And easy traveling. I recently binged on the 
10 episodes of Long Way Down, the Boorman/McGregor 
trip from Scotland to South Africa. It was entertaining, 
but I must say I appreciated their 
Long Way ’Round a bit more. It 
was less complicated. In Africa 
they were on a strict time sched-
ule, constantly worrying about 
catching ferries as well as doing 
good works along the way. All of 
which required planning. And while planning is good, 
sometimes necessary—think about the D-Day invasion of 
France in 1944—there is also the unplanned pleasure of 
the unexpected.

Back in 1974, I was roaming around New Zealand’s 
South Island with my BMW, on a minor paved road, when 
a dirt road going off to the side beckoned me to follow it. 
I’ve never been quite sure where this was, but it may have 
been in the Carrick Range. The road went uphill, over a 
pass, and dropped into a lovely mountain valley. A small 
building was in the distance, and I found it to be where a 
shepherd lived when sheep were grazing in the valley for 
a few months every year. The sheep were gone to other 
fields, as was the herder, but he left his little home un-
locked. With a welcoming notice inside for any passerby, 
even a few tins of food in the cupboard. That was one of 
the nicest days, and nights, of my trip; not a single vehicle 
used that road.

My idea of good travel is simplicity, going day by day, 
whether it is a few days to Big Bend National Park in 

Texas, or a trip up to North Cape in Norway. I have slept 
beside the road a few times, but there is nothing wrong 
with that—presuming it is a byway with no passing traf-
fic to keep me awake.

Everything we do today in this country seems to be 
complicated, like the computer I use for my typing. No, I 
have no desire to go back to yellow pads and a No. 2 pencil. 
I am quite familiar with this elderly Gateway, and happy 
as it stands—but when the company that developed the 
software I am using says I should upgrade, I don’t want to.

What I do not like are the two multi-buttoned instru-
ments that I need to turn my TV set on, and I am still 
nervous about accidentally pushing the wrong button 
and everything goes gray. Until my wife comes home 
and fixes it.

Back when I started traveling, motorcycles were 
relatively simple machines—relative to what we have 
today. That little Harley 125S I learned on was definitely 
as simple as they come. Should I do a bit of time traveling 

and whisk a 1960 Triumph T120 
back to 1910, the reaction of the 
locals would undoubtedly be one 
of delight. Nothing really new, as 
magnetos and overhead valves 
were well-known at the time, but 
the electric lights and four-speed 

transmission—Wow! As well as the fully suspended 
frame. Move forward to 2017, with any liter sportbike now 
developing more than 150 horsepower, enjoying fuel-
injection, lots of mapping modes, suspension adjustments 
that can be made on the fly, all the bells, whistles and 
braking sophistication. The sporting rider might look at 
the T120 and say, “That’s a good-looking classic. Wish I had 
one in my garage.” And then go off to strafe a few curves 
and get some credibility scrapes on his kneepads.

Having owned several 650 Triumphs when they were 
new, I find them a little too simple for today's needs. No 
ABS, for example. Is there a virtue in simplicity? Not neces-
sarily; it just happens to be a way of life that I like. My trip 
around the world in the mid-1970s was as simple as could 
be. My BMW boxer was not terribly complicated. I rarely 
knew where I was going to spend the next night. To tell 
the truth, when I started I was not even thinking about a 
full global journey, just enjoying the Hippie Highway from 
Istanbul to Nepal. I’d figure things out as I went along, and 
I got to very much like the feeling of being “on the road.” 

By CLEMENT SALVADORI

... there is also the unplanned 
pleasure of the unexpected...

The Virtue of Simplicity
“‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free...” Shaker song, 1848
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All previous trips had been somewhat 
constrained by school, a job or money. 
On this one I was wide open.

I was up in Nepal with Kenny, 
whom I had met along the way. He 
actually was aiming to get back to 
Detroit, but was in no hurry what-
soever. He was going to catch a ship 
out of Madras (now Chennai) in 
southeast India and head toward 
Australia. Why not join him? But I 
had a sister living in East Africa, and 
knew that ships ran regularly from 
Bombay (now Mumbai) to Kenya.

At some place in central India the 
road we were on split, the left route 
headed to Madras, the right to Bom-
bay. There was no town, not even a 
gas station, but lots of parked trucks 
and several dozen grass-roofed 
eateries. Our farewell luncheon was 
all the rice, lentils and chapatis we 
could eat, and an endless cup of tea. 
For seven cents—each. Simple food.

Technology is astounding busi-
ness. NASA does amazing things, 
like put men on the moon—and 
bring them back. Or send a rocket 
ship to Mars, which can land safely 
and then a little machine comes out 
and wanders about, sending back 
information on that red planet. On a 
more mundane level, the R&D folk at 
McMoto, Inc., are constantly looking 
for ways to improve their motor-
cycles, because the competition out 
there is serious. They need to make 
the sport models faster and better 
handling, touring machines need to 
be lighter and more comfortable, ad-
venture bikes...that is a whole other 
subject. Truly adventurous riders are 
probably going to fall down now and 
then, and they want a bike that can 
take a tumble, be picked up, started 
and motor off.

I do read the recall notices that 
appear quite often, and are printed 
in many paper and online publica-
tions, and most of them have to do 
with electronics. The moving metal 
bits, like crankshafts, valves, etc., all 
seem quite reliable, but this relative-
ly newfangled black-box stuff has 
its problems. So I want a motorcycle 
with the simplest of electronics.

Kurt was right. Dealing with sim-
plicity is complicated. And the fewer 
complications in my life, the happier 
I am.

The Virtue of Simplicity
“‘Tis the gift to be simple, ‘tis the gift to be free...” Shaker song, 1848

016x017-RR1612-RoadTales.indd   17 9/30/16   9:45 AM



18   /   DEC EMB ER 2016  /   R I DERMAGAZI N E.COM            

Doing “The Ton” has always been a milestone for mo-
torcyclists, that elusive “100” that generations of rid-
ers have strived to reach. Today, while on a ride (I of-

ten ride before sitting down to write my column), I glanced 
down at the speedometer and had the sudden realization 
that I was flying by that prodigious number—without even 
grasping it was happening. Was I distracted? Did I miss the 
big picture? Things spooled up so fast I hadn’t noticed the 
way everything had been whizzing by. The funny thing is, I 
was only riding 45 mph when I recognized I was about to do 
the ton: my 100th installment of this Riding Well column.

Some of you have been riding with me since No. 1 back 
in September of 2008. Thank you for that. I had some big 
shoes to fill when EIC Tuttle placed his trust in me to pick 
up where our dear friend Larry Grodsky had left off. And 
you, kind readers, warmly welcomed me and have con-
tinued to invite me into your homes month after month. I 
couldn’t let this milestone go by without acknowledging 
the important role that all of you play in this effort. 

As I contemplate the ride so far and sift back through 
Riding Well columns, it feels like this might be a good time 
to revisit a few of the themes I’ve attempted to convey 
over the past few years. So, from the first “ton” of columns 
(knowing that I don’t have a ton of space here), allow me to 
summarize a few of the ideas that seemed to resonate over 
the years….

Get the world on a string. (October 2008)
I’ve become increasingly aware of just how much the visual 
point—that dynamic focal point in the distance where the 
road disappears into the landscape—moves as we ride, and 
how important it is to manage our speed accordingly. So, 
when I had our terrier Maxwell out for a walking tour of our 
neighborhood's fire hydrants and mailboxes, and noticed 
how the leash in my hand automatically released more line 
from the handle as Max ran ahead and then took up the 
slack as he slowed down and came closer, it struck me. The 
visual point is my dog Max, moving away then coming close 
again. The spooling leash is the motorcycle’s throttle grip. 

Imagine your bike’s throttle as a spool with a string 
that extends to the visual limit of the road ahead. The goal 
is to keep that string taut. As the visual point draws near, 
such as when approaching a hillcrest, the throttle rotates 
forward (closing) to wrap the imaginary cord back onto 
the spool. Conversely, as the visual point advances into 
the distance, like when emerging from a blind curve, the 

throttle rolls open, in effect allowing that invisible thread 
to unwind. I can almost hear Sinatra in my head, “I’ve got 
the world on a string, sittin’ on a…BMW. Got the string 
around my throttle…” 

A men’s room can teach you a lot
about lane position. (October 2009)
If you travel by air, you know that restrooms in virtually 
every airport have a narrow serpentine path winding 
two-way traffic in and out. At each, the same consistent 
scenario plays out as people rush in (for obvious reasons) 
and rush out to catch their flight, often colliding in the pro-
cess. Entering and exiting restrooms is like riding a series 
of tight curves. When riding directly toward the inside of a 
corner, there’s a good chance of meeting someone coming 
the other way. Only, instead of a bump and a “pardon me,” 
the consequences are less polite. 

Be curious about what’s around each bend. Position 
yourself to the outside of a curve to clear the view, as if 
poking your head around the corner to see what’s coming. 
You’ll identify potential threats earlier while creating more 
space and time too. 

Riders should be like farmers. (October 2010)
Back in school I was taught the fundamentals of agri-
culture and what it takes to produce a bumper crop (also 
learning that a “bumper” crop is not chrome). I remember 
learning that if a farmer continued to plant the same crop 
in the same fields year after year, the soil would become 
depleted of nutrients essential to healthy crop growth 
and, in short order, a field that had produced brilliant 
crops would soon generate marginal plants unworthy 
of harvest. But, if farmers rotated their crops—chang-
ing the types of plants grown in each field from year to 
year—they could revitalize the soil and establish stronger, 
healthier harvests.

If you consistently ride the same roads, repeat the same 
habits, and rely on the same skills to get through year 
after year, you’ve been planting the same crop in the same 
soil. As a result, essential riding skills are likely insuffi-
ciently developed. Like the farmer, we benefit by mixing 
it up each season. Discover the joys of riding something 
different than the usual. Experiencing something new 
establishes a solid structure for development and creates 
fertile ground for learning and advancing skills. Get out of 
the same rut. Rotate the crops!

Doing the Ton
Lessons from traveling at the speed of “wow!”

By ERIC TROW

STAYINSAFE.COM
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healthier harvests.
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habits, and rely on the same skills to get through year 
after year, you’ve been planting the same crop in the same 
soil. As a result, essential riding skills are likely insuffi-
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Doing the Ton
Lessons from traveling at the speed of “wow!”

Skilled riders tell boring
stories. (January 2014)
Create tension, build suspense, pit 
good against evil and add a plot twist 
or two. But most important, have a 
powerful and dramatic ending. Those 
are the makings of a great story. Un-
less, of course, you’re a motorcyclist. 

Upon learning that we ride mo-
torcycles, people feel compelled to 
share dramatic and graphic stories 
that inevitably end in a spectacular 
motorcycle crash and shattered lives. 
Although such accounts do have 
the elements of a captivating tale, I 
hate them, especially since they are 
chronicles of real lives and families. 
And because I know that nearly all 
crashes are avoidable. I propose we 
each work harder to become better 
riders—and worse storytellers. With 
greater situational awareness and 
armed with mindfulness of potential 
threats, we have the ability to choose 
the outcome of our story. Expect the 
worst and have a plan to convert it to 
a predictable—and boring— ending. 

“That’s it? That’s your story? No 
skidding? No crash? You didn’t have 
to lay it down? That’s the most boring 
motorcycle story I’ve ever heard!” 

Safe Rider smiles. “Yeah. Isn’t that 
great? Hey, if it helps the story any, I 
did shake my head disapprovingly at 
the guy as I rode by.”

Time flies when you’re
having fun. 
And when you do the ton, things sure 
do fly by quickly. I can only imagine 
what it will be like to hit 150 or 200 
or more. When I began penning this 
column, I wondered if I would run 
out of things to talk with you about. 
Here, 100 editions in, I find that I 
have a growing list of items we still 
haven’t gotten to—some that I’ve set 
aside to pursue in upcoming issues, 
more that you’ve inspired through 
your feedback and others that spring 
from our Stayin’ Safe training tours. 
The ride has been a ton of fun so far 
and I thank you for riding with me. I 
sincerely hope you’ll join me for the 
next hundred or so. 

Eric Trow runs the Stayin’ Safe advanced 
rider training program, using some of the 
best roads in the USA as a classroom. He can 
be contacted at etrow@stayinsafe.com.
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As you read in Kickstarts last month, all 2017 Harley-Davidson 
Touring and Trike models are powered by a new Big Twin called 
the Milwaukee-Eight, a single-cam, eight-valve, 45-degree 

V-twin that’s available in 107ci (1,746cc) or 114ci (1,868cc) displacements. 
Though air cooling is still important, the Milwaukee-Eight 107 features 
oil-cooled cylinder heads on models without fairing lowers (such as the 
Street Glide, Road Glide, Electric Glide Ultra Classic, Road King and Free-
wheeler) and liquid-cooled cylinder heads on bikes with fairing lowers, 
which is where dual radiators are discreetly hidden (the Twin-Cooled 107 
powers the Ultra Limited, Road Glide Ultra and Tri Glide Ultra, and the 
114 powers the CVO Limited and CVO Street Glide).

Harley-Davidson doesn’t design a new engine very often, especial-
ly not a Big Twin that will come to dominate the company’s lineup. 
There’s a lot riding on the Milwaukee-Eight—the heavy burden of his-
tory, the strong expectations of core customers, the fi nancial success of 
a multi-billion-dollar global company. As with Project Rushmore, cus-
tomer research established the design objectives. Customers wanted a 
new engine that has more power, runs cooler, vibrates less at idle and 

Transformation
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Inset: The Milwaukee-Eight is the ninth 
generation of Harley-Davidson’s Big Twin 
series, which began in 1909 with the company’s fi rst 
V-twin—it had a 45-degree cylinder angle, displaced 49.5 
cubic inches and made 7 horsepower. The 107ci air/oil-cooled 
version of the Milwaukee-Eight makes 78 horsepower and 106 lb-ft 
of torque at the rear wheel. Main: The 2017 Road King is powered by 
the air/oil-cooled Milwaukee-Eight 107 and, like all Touring models, gets 
all-new Showa suspension.

Transformation
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is narrower between the legs, yet still has the iconic look, 
sound and feel for which Harley is known.

After attending Harley’s press launch in Washington 
State, where I logged 400 miles on several 2017 Touring 
and CVO models, and then testing a Street Glide for several 
weeks on home turf (see sidebar), I can confi dently say the 
Milwaukee-Eight is a home run. But just as impressive is 
the new Showa suspension, which complements the addi-

tional power with better handling and more comfort. The 
development arc for the Touring line, which started with a 
new chassis for 2009 and continued through Project Rush-
more, is now complete. Harley-Davidson has created an in-
tegrated package, one that honors the past, embraces the 
future, offers more performance and delivers the comfort, 
safety and enjoyment that touring riders demand.

Certain features of the Milwaukee-Eight were set in 
stone before the project began. It had to be a 45-degree V-
twin with air-cooled fi ns and pushrods. It had to have the 
characteristic rumble and potato-potato exhaust note. It 
had to make prodigious torque as soon as the throttle is 
cracked open. And it had to look “right.” Compared to the 
Twin Cam 103, the Milwaukee-Eight 107 gets its 4 extra 
cubic inches from a larger bore—100mm vs. 98.4mm—
but retains the same 111.1mm stroke, and the compression 

Above: The 2017 Ultra Limited is powered by the Twin-Cooled 
Milwaukee-Eight 107. Dual radiators and an electric water 
pump are hidden inside the fairing lowers, and the plumbing 
for the Twin-Cooled system is discreetly tucked out of view. 
Left: Railing through the twisties on Washington’s Olympic 
Peninsula on big Touring bikes like the Road Glide Ultra was a 
real pleasure, thanks to the added torque and more responsive 
and well-controlled suspension.

HELMET: HJC RPHA MAX
JACKET & PANTS: IXS NEMESIS & NANDI
BOOTS: DAINESE FULCRUM C2
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RIDDEN & RATED 2017 HARLEY TOURING LINEUP

ratio was bumped up from 9.7:1 to 10.0:1. Both have push-
rod-operated overhead valves with hydraulic, self-adjust-
ing lifters, but the 107 has four valves per cylinder instead 
of two, giving it 50 percent more intake and exhaust fl ow 
capacity. Also, instead of the Twin Cam’s dual camshafts, 
the Milwaukee-Eight has a single, chain-driven camshaft 
that’s lighter, quieter, less complex and reduces friction.

On Jett Tuning’s dyno, our 2017 Street Glide test bike 
belted out 105.8 lb-ft of rear-wheel torque at 2,000 rpm 
and 77.9 horsepower at 4,900 rpm, compared to 94.6 lb-ft 

at 3,400 rpm and 74 horsepower at 5,000 rpm for the last 
Twin Cam 103 we tested (2016 Road King, Rider, September). 
The 107 makes more torque across the board, but the dif-
ference is especially dramatic at low rpm, beating the 103 
by 10-29 lb-ft below 3,000 rpm. Milwaukee-Eight bikes are 
quicker off the line, in top-gear roll-ons and everywhere in 
between. With minimal driveline lash and a direct connec-
tion between the right grip and the rear wheel, twisting 
the throttle on any of the Touring models I rode made them 
leap forward with urgency.

Powered by the Twin-Cooled 
Milwaukee-Eight 114, the CVO 
Limited is a serious hot rod with 
lots of limited-edition extras.

Project Rushmore brought 
numerous styling, comfort and 
functional changes to Touring 
bikes like the Road Glide shown 
at left. The new engine and 
suspension round out a nicely 
integrated package.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 27 
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RIDER TEST: 2017 HARLEY-DAVIDSON

STREET GLIDE

WITH ITS BATWING FAIRING and angular saddlebags, Harley-Davidson’s 
Street Glide—its top-selling Touring model in the U.S.—cuts an iconic profi le. 
It was overhauled for 2014 as part of Project Rushmore, including a High 
Output Twin Cam 103 V-twin with more torque, a redesigned batwing fairing 
with a new Splitstream vent, a hydraulic clutch, a beefi er fork, optional Refl ex 
Linked Brakes with ABS, dual halogen headlights, a new audio system, rede-
signed saddlebags, One-Touch latches and ergonomic switches, fresh styling 
and more. For 2017, the Twin Cam 103 has been replaced by the air/oil-cooled 
Milwaukee-Eight 107 (see main story) and, like all bikes in the Touring line, it 
gets all-new Showa suspension and an Assist and Slip Clutch.

When we last tested the fully loaded Street Glide Special back in 2014 (see 
ridermagazine.com or Rider, February), we liked the 103’s torque output and 
quick off-the-line acceleration, the linked brakes, the various Project Rushmore 
improvements and, of course, the styling. But we said the rear suspension, 
which offers just 2.1 inches of travel, “beats you up on a bumpy road regard-
less of setting.” That test was done in winter; when we tested a Road King 
with the same air-cooled 103 during the heat of the summer (September 
2016), the engine “roasted our legs.”

Unless your sharp eye notices the new rocker and air cleaner covers and 
the “Milwaukee-Eight 107” badge on the engine, you might not see many 
differences between the 2016 and 2017 versions of the Street Glide if they 
were parked side-by-side. Other than new colors, the new bike looks a lot like 
its predecessor. Same bodywork and wheels, same compact seating position 
with a plush seat and modest reach to the bars, same Boom! Box 4.3 audio 
system behind the fairing. But fi re them up and the 2017’s counterbalanced 
Milwaukee-Eight 107 chugs along with a mellow idle while the 2016’s Twin 
Cam 103 bounces around in the frame like a Mexican jumping bean. Thanks to 
the 107’s boost in torque throughout the rev range, the 2017 Street Glide pulls 
harder in all gears at all throttle openings. It runs smoother and it runs cooler; 
engine heat was never a problem, even when idling in traffi c on a hot day.

With the heavy batwing fairing mounted to the fork, bikes so equipped have 
always had more sluggish steering than those with frame-mounted fairings, 
such as the Road Glide. The fairing is still heavy, but the new Showa fork is much 
lighter, which reduces unsprung weight and lightens steering feel. Not only that, 
but the responsiveness of the new Showa fork and rear shocks greatly improves 
the Street Glide’s handling. Even though suspension travel is unchanged, the new 
setup is better at absorbing big hits and keeping everything feeling smooth and 
under control. Triple-disc brakes, with 300mm rotors and 4-piston calipers all 
around, are powerful and the optional linked setup with ABS is a big plus.

Refi nement. That’s the major take-away from the new Street Glide as well as 
the rest of Harley’s 2017 Touring lineup. It started with Project Rushmore and has 
leaped forward with the Milwaukee-Eight and new Showa suspension. Well done.

2017 HARLEY-
DAVIDSON
STREET GLIDE
Base Price: $20,999
Price as Tested: $22,294 (color, ABS)
Warranty: 2 yrs., unltd. miles
Website: harley-davidson.com

ENGINE
Type: Air/oil-cooled, transverse 
45-degree V-twin
Displacement: 1,746cc (107ci)
Bore x Stroke: 100.0 x 111.1mm
Compression Ratio: 10.0:1
Valve Train: OHV, 4 valves per cyl.
Valve Insp. Interval: NA
Fuel Delivery: Electronic Sequential 
Port Fuel Injection
Lubrication System: Dry sump, 
5.2-qt. cap.
Transmission: 6-speed, hydraulically 
actuated assist-and-slipper clutch
Final Drive: Belt

ELECTRICAL
Ignition: Electronic
Charging Output: 625 watts max.
Battery: 12V 28AH

CHASSIS
Frame: Tubular-steel double cradle 
w/ two-piece backbone, steel 
swingarm
Wheelbase: 64.0 in.
Rake/Trail: 26 degrees/6.8 in.
Seat Height: 27.0 in.
Suspension, Front: 49mm stan-
chions, no adj., 4.6-in. travel
Rear: Dual shocks, adj. preload w/ 
remote knob, 2.1-in. travel
Brakes, Front: Dual 300mm fl oating 
discs w/ opposed 4-piston calipers, 
fully linked & ABS (as tested)
Rear: Single 300mm fi xed disc w/ 
opposed 4-piston caliper, fully linked 
& ABS  (as tested)
Wheels, Front: Cast, 3.50 x 19 in.
Rear: Cast, 5.00 x 16 in.
Tires, Front: 130/60-B19
Rear: 180/65-B16
Wet Weight: 823 lbs. (as tested)
Load Capacity: 537 lbs. (as tested)
GVWR: 1,360 lbs.

PERFORMANCE
Fuel Capacity: 6.0 gals., last 1.0 gal. 
warning light on
MPG: 91 PON min. (low/avg/high) 
36.6/36.9/37.3
Estimated Range: 222 miles
Indicated RPM at 60 MPH: 2,300
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RIDER TEST: 2017 HARLEY-DAVIDSON

RIDDEN & RATED  2017 HARLEY TOURING LINEUP

1. Removing the left saddlebag reveals the preload adjuster knob on the new 
“set and forget” Showa rear shocks.  2. The Street Glide is equipped with the 
Boom! Box 4.3 audio system and Jukebox media compartment with USB port. 
3. A low-profi le fender wraps around a 19-inch Enforcer cast wheel. Refl ex 
Linked Brakes with ABS are optional.

1 2 3
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RIDDEN & RATED  2017 HARLEY TOURING LINEUP

More torque is always welcome, but it’s only part of 
the story. The Milwaukee-Eight is also more refi ned over-
all. A new counterbalancer reduces vibration at idle by 75 
percent, with rubber engine mounts continuing to quell 
vibes throughout the upper operating range. To reduce 
heat and improve fuel economy, in addition to the preci-
sion oil- or liquid-cooled cylinder heads, the Milwaukee-
Eight features more precise engine management, new an-
ti-knock sensors, a lower idle speed (850 rpm), dual spark 
plugs for each cylinder, a repositioned rear exhaust pipe 
and a relocated catalytic converter. To compensate for the 
lower idle speed, a new charging system sends 50 percent 
more output to the battery at idle, which helps power 
accessories. Lighter valves, redesigned covers, driveline 
improvements and an anti-backlash gear in the transmis-
sion reduce mechanical noise. Slimmer primary and air 
cleaner covers make the engine narrower between the 
rider’s legs, making it easier for those with shorter in-
seams to plant both feet on the ground at stops. And re-
designed rocker and air cleaner covers give the engine a 
more modern look.

The Milwaukee-Eight is clearly the star of the show 
for 2017, but the new Touring suspension deserves an 

award for best supporting role. A new 49mm non-adjust-
able Showa Dual Bending Valve fork provides the linear 
damping performance of a cartridge-style fork but with 
less weight. And new Showa emulsion rear shocks feature 
larger pistons as well as a single “set and forget” remote 
preload adjuster that offers a wider range of adjustment. 
Improved suspension performance allowed Harley to re-
calibrate the ABS system for more sensitivity since the 
wheels stay in better contact with the road. During the 
press ride we maintained a fast pace, hammering the 
bikes over uneven pavement and through technical cor-
ners. The bikes felt planted, with good compliance and no 
harshness or wallowing.

All of the Project Rushmore improvements return 
for 2017, such as the available Reflex Linked ABS brakes, 
One-Touch latches, Splitstream vents and more. And 
all of the Touring models are now equipped with the 
hydraulically actuated Assist and Slip Clutch, which is 
said to be lighter at the lever and provide more positive 
engagement, but still requires a firm pull. That’s about 
the only complaint I could muster. Without a doubt, the 
2017 Touring line are some of the best motorcycles ever 
to come out of Milwaukee.

Top: To improve passenger comfort, the rear exhaust header was repositioned and the 
catalytic converter was moved. Overall, the air/oil-cooled Milwaukee-Eight 107 runs 
much cooler than the Twin Cam 103. Above: The new 107 makes much more torque below 
3,000 rpm than the previous 103. Top right: The Showa Dual Bending Valve Fork is much 
lighter than its predecessor, which helps compensate for the weight of the fork-mounted 
batwing fairing. Bottom right: The Splitstream vent below the tinted windscreen helps 
smooth airfl ow into the cockpit.
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Four state parks in four days.
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I
f Walt Disney had ever designed a theme park 
for motorcycle riders, he would have called it 
Arkansas. The whole state is what riders of all 
kinds dream about, and the state park system 
is a fantasy of freedom for us children of the 

wind to embrace. Ride, eat, sleep, repeat.
Just south of Harrison, U.S. Route 65 winds 

through several small villages before cresting 
a steep slope running down to bridge the pris-
tine Buffalo National River. In St. Joe, Ferguson’s 
Country Store and Restaurant tempts us with 
superb home cooking and the biggest dang cin-
namon roll on the planet. The road dives steeply 
to the park boundary just north of the river. Stop 
at Grinder’s Ferry to see canoes and tubes full of 
people fl oating away their cares. A lot of riders 
park their bikes on the pebbled banks, toss up a 
tent and camp here, eating fi sh right from the 
stream and swapping lies about the fi sh and the 
bikes, and marveling at how this totally free site 
just can’t be real.

U.S. 65, mostly two lanes all the way to Con-
way, is a sweeping roller coaster that fl ies us over 
the crest at Silver Hill. To the right is Tyler Bend 
Visitor Center and campground, and next, a couple 
of canoe and kayak rental outfi tters.

Ten miles south is the town of Marshall, where 
we turn off into the mountains toward our fi rst 
overnight, Ozark Folk Center State Park. We gas up 
and take a deep breath, then turn left just south 
of town onto State Highway 27, up to ultra-loopy 
State Highway 14 at Harriet. This road was laid out 
following a wagon track. Quick twisties and sharp 
changes of elevation challenge any two-wheeler, 
including my fully loaded Harley. The Ozark Folk 
Center is snugged into a hollow with Mountain 
View, “The Folk Music Capital of the World.” Pickers 
and grinners jam around the stone-cut buildings 

By BOB JACOBS
Photography by the author

and MAX JACOBS

Dream a

Li� le Dream...
Four state parks in four days.

In the '40s and '50s the Lum and Abner radio 
show was set in fi ctional Pine Ridge. Today 
Kathryn Stucker takes you back in her replica of 
the famous “Jot ‘em Down Store” that became a 
byword for rural Arkansas. Today, Pine Ridge is a 
real place on the road to Mena.

f Walt Disney had ever designed a theme park 
for motorcycle riders, he would have called it 
Arkansas. The whole state is what riders of all 
kinds dream about, and the state park system 
is a fantasy of freedom for us children of the 

wind to embrace. Ride, eat, sleep, repeat.

f Walt Disney had ever designed a theme park 
for motorcycle riders, he would have called it 
Arkansas. The whole state is what riders of all 
kinds dream about, and the state park system 
is a fantasy of freedom for us children of the 
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surrounding the town square.
Live mountain music abounds during the evenings 

in the 1,000-seat auditorium, and during the daytime at 
outdoor venues in the park itself. This is the music that 
made America great, played and sung by adults and kids 
who have learned and passed down the songs through 
generations. The performances are exactly what the Grand 
Ole Opry was in Nashville before the Las Vegas/Branson 
mentality turned it all commercial and glib.

By day, crafters demonstrate the skills that hill people 
brought here centuries ago from England, Scotland, Wales, 
Ireland and Germany. This prism of the past was cut off 
from much of the outside world, until the roads in and out 

were fi nally paved around 1960. An annual August event 
in town is the Mountains, Music and Motorcycles rally, 
and I encourage you to make a two-wheel pilgrimage you 
won’t regret.

Heading west from Mountain View on State Highway 
66, we enjoy twisting vistas and 8-percent grades all along 
the ridge route down to Leslie. We try lunch at the Skylark 
Café as we enter town; it’s run by two ladies in an old 
house. Homemade pies to die for! Then we wander this cute 
village’s artsy antique shops before jumping back on two 
wheels and crossing the creek to U.S. 65 south.

The road is two-lane blacktop, sweeping politely 
through bite-sized towns that will tempt you to stop at 

The Lodge at Mount Magazine attracts 
riders from all over the country. This 
couple just rode in from Dallas, Texas. 
At this time of year (October), as their 
gear shows, it can be chilly in the 
mornings and evenings.

Above: The Queen Wilhelmina 
Lodge at the second highest peak 
in Arkansas overlooks peaks and 
valleys all the way into Oklahoma. 
Reopened last year after a $10 
million renovation, it was named 
for the Queen of the Netherlands, 
despite the fact that Her Majesty 
never visited. Far left: Local musicians 
play an authentic folk music concert 
in the 1,000-seat auditorium at the 
Ozark Folk Center in Mountain View. 
Left: During the day here, folk bands  
like Whoa Mule appear outdoors 
in the park, and in one of the many 
craft shops.
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Dream a Little Dream...
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fl ea markets, antique shops and garage sales, and folks so 
happy to see and talk to you that you’ll feel as welcome as a 
toad in Toad Hollow. Bikes are friend magnets here. I’ve rid-
den 48 states and a couple of European countries. Nowhere 
else has the sheer joy of the ride been so constant.

U.S. 65 turns into four lanes at Damascus, making for 
a short run to Conway, where we leave the Boston Moun-
tains of the Ozarks to head west on Interstate 40 along 
the Arkansas River Valley. It rolls and cascades in giant 
sweepers before we turn onto two-lane State Highway 247 
into Dardanelle, then take State Highway 27 west. This is 
sweet, rolling farm country dotted with small ranches and 
sprawling estates, frequently right across the road from 
each other. The air is rich with green growing crops and 
spreading trees, or the earthy aroma of fresh cut hay.

Bear right on State Highway 10 to Havana, where a sign 
points to Mount Magazine State Park. Turn right onto State 
Highway 309 and relax. Fragrant, warm zephyrs lull the 
senses in harmony with the rumble of the motorcycle. We 
roll easily through green and gold farm fi elds. Except for the 
sweeping turns, this could be anywhere in the Midwest. 
Then, with no warning, a massive formation looms ahead 
of us. Magazine Mountain is an anomalous hulking loaf of 
bread pushing up all alone 10 miles ahead. We shift a little 
on the bike, knowing something waits for us.

It’s the highest point in the state at 2,753 feet; the topog-
raphy is alpine and the blacktop challenging, switchback-
ing, twisting and lifting us more than 2,200 feet in just a 
couple of miles on this southern approach. My wife Max 
shouts, “Whee!” through the darkening forest and in-
carnadine sky as we reach the peak and turn into Mount 
Magazine State Park. Perched on a cliff edge, the rough-

hewn lodge welcomes us and a host of fellow travelers. In 
the parking lot are bikes, trikes and riders from Texas, Okla-
homa, Michigan and Canada, and us from Illinois; it was a 
party of happy, chatty common souls relishing a thrilling 
moment of shared experience.

The woodsy lodge has 60 rooms, each with a balcony 
overlooking the valley. There’s a fi rst-class restaurant, 
indoor heated pool and a lobby big enough for family 
reunions. Thirteen fully-equipped private cabins have val-
ley views. Mount Magazine takes you all the way back to 
nature. One caution: don’t do as we did and stay one night. 
Stay longer to appreciate it.

After sunrise coffee on our private balcony, we leave the 
mountain. Heading north on Highway 309 to Paris, then 
east on Highway 22, takes us to scenic Highway 7, going 
south through the Ouachita National Forest. Scenic? Yup. 
Byway? Yup. It’s a literal roller coaster and Tilt-a-Whirl 
through pristine woods. No lollygagging as the twisties 
hurl to the right, then left, right, left. A “Whooee” and a 
“Wowser” come from the back seat, and some mild ham-
mering of my own heart for 68 miles. Fabulous! In Illinois, 
roads run north/south and east/west. Here, the road goes 
all of those ways, plus up and down, all at once!

Ouachita National Forest is rife with pine trees, crystal 
creeks, green canopies, cabins back in the woods and bab-
bling brooks, conjuring images of fl y fi shing and moonshin-
ers fanning slight smokiness through the trees. Breathe 
deep, and you’re back in that Boy or Girl Scout camp of your 
youth—even if you never went to one.

Then suddenly, Highway 7 rolls right into historic down-
town Hot Springs. Bathhouses and spas still abound as they 
did fi rst for the Victorian wealthy, then Al Capone, Mugsy 

Dream a Little Dream...

Below: The Buffalo National River was 
the nation’s fi rst such designated river. 
It fl ows for more than 150 miles. This 
section, near Highway 65 on the way to 
The Ozark Folk Center, entertains fl oaters 
in canoes and inner tubes and kayaks. 
Camping is permitted anywhere you can 
pitch a tent—for free.
Camping is permitted anywhere you can 

Below: The Buffalo National River was Below: The Buffalo National River was 
the nation’s fi rst such designated river. 
It fl ows for more than 150 miles. This 
section, near Highway 65 on the way to 
The Ozark Folk Center, entertains fl oaters 
in canoes and inner tubes and kayaks. 
Camping is permitted anywhere you can 

Below: The Buffalo National River was Below: The Buffalo National River was 
the nation’s fi rst such designated river. 
It fl ows for more than 150 miles. This 
section, near Highway 65 on the way to 
The Ozark Folk Center, entertains fl oaters 
in canoes and inner tubes and kayaks. 
Camping is permitted anywhere you can 

Sitting atop Magazine Mountain, the highest peak in the state (2,753 feet), the 
Lodge offers breathtaking views across the river valley below. Adventurers can rock 
climb, rappel, hang glide, horseback ride, camp out, jump on an ATV or just enjoy the 
twisting roller coaster highway up and down again.
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Dream a Little Dream...

Moran, Lucky Luciano and other outlaws, until the 1960s 
when the place became an upscale resort, with luxury 
hotels, hot water spas and plentiful shopping to bring 
your ride to a stop. You can park on the main drag and 
walk awhile, soaking in some history, or take a splash in a 
spring-fed spa.

Leaving town, Highway 7 dashes across Lake Catherine 
and Lake Hamilton, and we close out the day at DeGray 
Lake Resort State Park. A true resort, the park is an em-
erald jewel in a faultless azure setting. The island lodge, 
surrounded by water, attaches to the shore via causeway, 
past a golf course and marina. We eat at the world-class 
Shoreline Restaurant, watching the stars sprinkle on the 
lake waters, then bed down in luxury. As different from 
each other as Cajun boudin is from a Coney dog, the parks 
we’ve stayed at so far are delightful.

The next morning, Highway 8 winds northwest 
through the laidback heart of the state. The country rolls 
like ocean swells, covered in breathtaking stands of oak, 
hawthorn, hickory and loblolly pine. Think of Hansel and 
Gretel leaving trails of crumbs to fi nd their way in the 
dark forest, and you, a two-wheeled wraith spying in the 
shadowed woods.

We catch the wiggly Highway 88 all the way into 
Mena, with a quick stop fi rst at Pine Ridge for a dose of 
nostalgia. As a kid, I listened to Lum and Abner on the 
radio after school. A replica of the old store from that radio 
show is next to a museum fi lled with memorabilia. Stop 
in and owner Kathryn Stucker will show you how famous 
these two characters were in the ‘40s and ‘50s.

A short, rolling ride west is Mena, with gas stations to 
fi ll your beast and 30 eateries to fi ll your belly, and High-
way 88 becomes the Talimena National Scenic Byway to 
fi ll your soul. Heading northwest through town, we start 
the 2,681-foot climb to Queen Wilhelmina State Park and 
Lodge, on the second-highest peak in Arkansas. A “Castle 
in the Sky” looking all the way into Oklahoma, the lodge 
is a crystal fantasy. The feeling of peace and camaraderie 
with nature is compelling. This is the end of the trail: a 
great meal, a welcoming staff, conversations with new 
rider friends and quiet rest.

Overall, four days felt a bit rushed. Ten would be nicer. 
The parks are unparalleled destinations and we loved be-
ing there. But the journey—the ride, the “Wheeee,” those 
Arkansas roads—was absolutely exquisite. 

And there are lots more.

Above: If you don’t fancy a soft bed and hot shower 
at the end of the day’s ride, Queen Wilhelmina offers 
comfy campsites with terrifi c views over the edge 
of the cliff. When I got out of the military, I vowed 
never to go camping again. But…  Right: This trio from 
Houston, Texas, heading out from Mount Magazine 
State Park early in the morning, is on their way to 
the Ozark Folk Center.  Bottom left: There’s no limit 
to what sort of machines are ridden into the Ozarks. 
These couples left the parking lot just after sunrise to 
spend the day just cruising the mountains.  Bottom 
right: The Buffalo River has carved hundreds of caves 
like this from the shale canyon. The river bottom is 
made up of tons of river rock, polished smooth by the 
constant fl ow of the wild, untamed river.
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Torque Monster
RIDDEN & RATED 2017 MOTO GUZZI MGX-21 FLYING FORTRESS

Big and brash (and black), Moto Guzzi's new 
MGX-21 bagger is mechanically similar to 
its stablemates in the California series, but 
with punchier styling and serious attitude.
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Torque Monster
RIDDEN & RATED 2017 MOTO GUZZI MGX-21 FLYING FORTRESS

At the 2014 EICMA show, Moto Guzzi 
rolled out an instantly eye-catch-
ing design, the concept MGX-21. It 

was big, black and ostentatious, and peo-
ple loved it, but nobody—including Moto 
Guzzi designers—thought it would ever see 
the light of a production line. Fast-forward 
to 2016 and the new-for-2017 Flying For-
tress is alive and well and in dealerships 
now. The Moto Guzzi MGX-21 is powered 
by the same 90-degree V-twin engine as 
the California 1400, with a 104mm bore 
and 81.2mm stroke, keeping displacement 
at 1,380cc. Guzzi claims 95 horsepower at 

6,500 rpm and 89 lb-ft of torque at 3,000 
rpm, and it’s all tamed by a ride-by-

wire system with three modes, as 
well as switchable traction con-

trol, ABS and electronic cruise 
control. The cylinder heads jut 

out from the sides, while the 
crankshaft runs lengthwise, 
so you still get that familiar 
crankshaft rotation rocking 
the chassis. You’ll also fi nd 
Guzzi’s unique “elastokine-
matic” engine mounting 
system onboard to quell 
the MGX-21’s vibrations.

The designers elected 
to ditch the concept’s front 

disc wheel and fl esh out 
the previously enclosed 

rear section, which morphed 
into something more practi-

cal: saddlebags. True, they’re 
super-stylish, rigid saddlebags, 

but they provide 58 liters of func-
tional cargo space nonetheless. 

They’re also removable. The MGX-21 
gained a 50-watt AM/FM audio system 

with smartphone/USB/SD inputs, because 
Guzzi reps say that’s what many consum-
ers around the country expressed an inter-
est in. Otherwise, the production model 
stays true to the concept, with extensive 
carbon-fi ber bits in the form of covers on 
the saddlebags, cases and tank panels, and 
the front fender.

To hear chief designer Miguel Galluzzi 
tell it, the MGX was always meant to be 
the fi rst of the bikes in the California se-
ries. “When we were thinking of the Cali-
fornia platform, it was always supposed 
to be many different bikes. The California 
was a traditional style and design. With 
the MGX, it really let us try something new 
and different.”
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By ANDREW CHERNEY
Photography by KEVIN WING
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RIDDEN & RATED 2017 MOTO GUZZI MGX-21 FLYING FORTRESS

2017 MOTO GUZZI MGX-21
Base Price: $21,990
Website: motoguzzi-us.com
Engine Type: Air/oil-cooled, longitudinal 90-degree 
V-twin, OHV, 4 valves per cyl.
Bore x Stroke: 104 x 81.2mm
Displacement: 1,380cc
Transmission: 6-speed, hydraulically actuated single-
plate dry clutch
Final Drive: C.A.R.C. shaft, 1:3.6
Wheelbase: 66.9 in.
Rake/Trail: 32 degrees/7.36  in.
Seat Height: 29.1 in.
Claimed Wet Weight: 752 lbs.
Fuel Capacity: 5.4 gals.
MPG: 91 PON min. (low/avg/high) NA

S
P

E
C

S

1. Electronic rider aids remain mostly the same as the other 
Californias, with adjustable throttle-by-wire and traction and 
cruise control.  2. The handsome dual-gauge "dashboard" has 
one dial displaying onboard music input and status; 50-watt 
speakers come standard.  3. You can't miss the red cylinder 
heads, but this longitudinal, 90-degree, 1,400cc V-twin also 
pumps out an impressive, claimed 95hp.  4. Guzzi endowed 
the MGX-21 with 320mm discs and radial mount Brembos for 
impressive stopping power.

3

1

4

2

Just how different? Well, the overall silhouette of the 
MGX doesn’t even remotely reference anything put out 
by Guzzi in the last 20 years, with its sleek, sculpted lines 
and carbon-fi ber components. Even the alloy front wheel 
is covered with lenticular carbon slabs. And bringing up 
the front is a distinctive batwing fairing with a short 
screen that bears absolutely no resemblance to a Street 
Glide, for instance. You also get a visually slick headlight 
cluster staring out from within it, using bright LED day-
time-riding-light technology that’s just not the norm for 
any cruiser, let alone a bagger.

Frankly, there’s no escaping that big 21-inch front wheel, 
so Guzzi employed a spring-loaded damper located behind 
the fork to help counterbalance the inevitable fork fl op that 
comes with the extra weight. Designers also tweaked the 
frame with beefi er steel tubes and reinforced it out back to 
better suit the long-legged intent of the MGX-21. 

Instead of fl oorboards, the MGX sports mid-mount 
pegs for a more commanding seating position and greater 
lean angle. In fact, for such an extreme-looking machine, 
I found the Fortress’ riding position surprisingly comfort-
able. Stretch a bit to reach the two somewhat high hand 
grips, and settle onto the slightly forward footrests and 
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RIDDEN & RATED 2017 MOTO GUZZI MGX-21 FLYING FORTRESS

dished rider seat for a neutral seating position that’s com-
fortable for up to an hour. The two-piece saddle has a sepa-
rate passenger pillion that’s easily removed, too.

But pumping out tunes and hauling luggage aren’t the 
Goose’s only strengths. Even with the electronic doodads, 
performance is a hoot on the MGX-21. True, hustling the 
new Moto Guzzi around the Black Hills isn’t a point-and-
shoot affair at fi rst. The initial turns force you to confront 
that 21-inch hoop and you’ll need an extra helping of mus-
cle to set the big bike into its fi rst line. Then just roll on the 
throttle and the prodigious torque easily pulls bike and 
rider through the tight pigtails on Highway 16A, all the 
weight melting away. On Interstate 90, it was easy to open 
her up, with throttle response immediate and very linear. 
The MGX somehow feels more midrange-biased than other 
Californias I’ve ridden, but the Magneti-Marelli electroni-
cally controlled fueling is predictable and smooth, even 
in Veloce (Sport) mode, which I used on several spirited 
sections of road.

The steel-tubed chassis soaks up road warts without 
complaint, the beefy 45mm fork offering 4.2 inches of 
travel and preload-adjustable shocks out back capable of 
3 inches of give. For my needs, Guzzi engineers nailed the 
settings right out of the box, with a nice balance of com-
fort and performance. The slick-shifting 6-speed transmis-

sion is fairly smooth and engages easily, and the more you 
ride this new bagger, the more your confi dence grows and 
the more fun it becomes. Lean angle is far more generous 
than you’d expect, especially compared to the competition. 
Couple that with superior braking performance from the 
dual discs and radial-mounted four-piston Brembo calipers 
with ABS, and after about 15 minutes, any performance 
anxiety I might have had vanished. 

But even with clean lines and carbon fi ber bits, any mo-
torcycle called the Flying Fortress shouldn’t be expected to 
be altogether nimble. This is a big bike, and it’s heavy off 
the sidestand. Tipping the scale at a claimed 752 pounds, 
the MGX can be a handful at parking lot speeds, especially 
up front. The California Touring weighs less and handles 
more predictably, but there’s no denying the new Flying 
Fortress is a unique entry into an established category. Its 
visual presence is arresting, and fi t and fi nish are excel-
lent, but what really makes this bagger twin stand out is 
its better-than-expected fun factor. 

At $21,990, the MGX-21 isn’t cheap, but it’s in line with 
most American V-twin baggers. This is a case where Guzzi’s 
traditional charm is likely to be overshadowed by modern 
updates and an engrossing aesthetic that’s sure to turn 
heads. If you don’t want a me-too bike, the MGX-21 should 
be right up your alley. 

HELMET: SHOEI RF-1200
JACKET: REV'IT TORNADO MESH
PANTS: SPIDI THUNDER H2OUT
BOOTS: BLUNDSTONE SCRAMBLER
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all started with a very modest idea: gather a 
small group—say 10 women—and ride across 
the country, New York to California. After doing 
a bit more research, ride organizer Alisa Click-
enger stumbled across the story of two intrepid 
women, Augusta and Adeline Van Buren, who 

in 1916 set out to prove to the U.S. government that women 
would make perfectly capable military dispatch riders. 
The sisters saddled up on a pair of 1,000cc Indian Power-

plus “motocycles,” and set out from Brooklyn, New York, 
on July 4. They arrived in Los Angeles two months and 
5,500 miles later, becoming the fi rst women to cross the 
continental United States on their own solo motorcycles.

Despite their achievement, their efforts to become 
dispatch riders were unsuccessful. In a time when women 
didn’t have the right to vote, the sisters were arrested 
multiple times during their journey—for wearing pants! 
Newspaper coverage praised the Indian motorcycles, but 
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plus “motocycles,” and set out from Brooklyn, New York, 
on July 4. They arrived in Los Angeles two months and 
5,500 miles later, becoming the fi rst women to cross the 
continental United States on their own solo motorcycles.

Despite their achievement, their efforts to become 
dispatch riders were unsuccessful. In a time when women 
didn’t have the right to vote, the sisters were arrested 
multiple times during their journey—for wearing pants! 
Newspaper coverage praised the Indian motorcycles, but 

played down the women’s accomplishments, with some 
going so far as to accuse the sisters of using their cause to 
escape their “duties” as housewives, and that they simply 
enjoyed the attention.

As Clickenger learned more about the Van Buren 
sisters, she became determined to host her modest ride 
on the centennial anniversary, July 2016. By spring, the 
Sisters’ Centennial Ride had snowballed into something 
much larger than Clickenger ever imagined: title sponsor 

BMW donated an escort car and two SUVs to tow the sup-
port trailers, plus motorcycles for guides and participants 
to ride; Indian and Suzuki donated several bikes; Sena 
equipped the guides with communication systems and 
Olympia outfi tted them in the latest apparel. Two chari-
ties were selected to benefi t from the ride efforts: Final 
Salute Inc., which provides housing for the more than 
500,000 homeless female veterans in the U.S.; and the 
Women’s Coalition of Motorcyclists, which provides 

Main: The Sisters riders braved 
summer thunderstorms, wild 
temperature variations, altitudes 
ranging from sea level to more than 
14,000 feet and snow (yes, snow) 
in their adventure from New York 
to California.  Left inset: A rider 
decorates her windscreen as we 
near the fi nish.  Above inset: Some 
of the cross-country group poses in 
Colorado. Robert Van Buren, a great-
nephew of the Van Buren sisters, his 
wife and his daughter (seated on the 
bike) joined in the ride.

“Woman can, if she will.” —Adeline Van Buren

By JENNY SMITH Photos by the author, SARA LIBERTE and CHRISTINA SHOOK

042x046-RR1612-SistersRide.indd   43 9/30/16   9:51 AM



44   /   DEC EMB ER 2016  /   R I DERMAGAZI N E.COM            

funding for women’s motorcycle 
coaching scholarships.

In the end, 68 riders, all but a 
handful of them women, made the 
21-day coast-to-coast trek. They were 
accompanied along the way by riders 
(like me) who joined them for a day 
or two, or perhaps a week, culmi-
nating in a fi nal, triumphant ride 
across the Golden Gate Bridge in a 
procession at least 150 riders strong. 
We were met and escorted into the 
city by the San Francisco Motorcycle 
Club,  the oldest club in the country 
(established 1904). 

A lot has changed in the 100 
years since the Van Buren sisters 

made their record-setting crossing, 
and women now represent about 13 
percent of motorcyclists in the U.S. 
We’re still only four full generations 
removed from that era, however, 
when a woman could be arrested 
for the crime of not wearing a dress. 
A ride like this is empowering 
and proves that women are more 
capable than we’ve been given credit 
for—and it’s also a little scary. For 
several of the women I met while on 
the ride, this was something they 
weren’t entirely sure they could 
do. And so they were proving it to 
themselves just as much as to their 
husbands, friends or family.

THE RIDE – 1,600 MILES
IT WOULD’VE BEEN NICE to have met 
the women riders farther east, but 
work is work and time was short, so I 
endeavored to meet up with them in 
Ely, Nevada, for the fi nal two days’ ride 
into San Francisco. As motorcyclists, 
it’s always fun to set new goals for our-
selves. On this trip, mine was crossing 
Nevada twice in two days, via the two 
“loneliest roads in America,” U.S. Route 
6 and U.S. Route 50. U.S. 50 is offi cially 
nicknamed the “Loneliest Road,” but I 
would argue that U.S. 6 is lonelier. The 
stretch from Tonopah to Ely is the lon-
gest without gas in the lower 48 states: 
168 miles. Bring water, food and extra 
gas if you can.

U.S. 50 was made less lonely by 
the fact that I had joined up with the 
group, and I enjoyed the camaraderie of 
twinkling chrome and ponytails fl ying 
under helmets as we crossed the wide 
desert valleys. The highlight of the trip, 
of course, was crossing the Golden Gate 
Bridge into San Francisco, waving at 
the numerous well-wishers who were 
awaiting our arrival.

After four days and 1,600 miles, I 
completed a giant loop that encom-
passed deserts, pine forests, moun-
tains, coastline and cityscape. Not to 
mention having the honor of riding 
with a group of amazing women from 
all over the country, whose stories will 
remain with me forever.

Main: Whitney Portal Road 
winds through the Alabama 
Hills outside Lone Pine, 
California. Mount Whitney 
towers in the background. 
Top inset: Secret was all 
smiles by the time we 
reached the Golden Gate.
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All of the cross-country riders 
had their own reasons for commit-
ting three weeks of their lives (not 
to mention the $5,725 cost for the 
all-inclusive trip) to participate in 
the historic ride. At dinner in Ely, 
Nevada, I sat next to Mary, a book-
keeper from North Carolina who up 
until this point had never ridden 
farther west than the Appalachians. 
While the idea of doing something 
like this excited her, it also terri-
fi ed her. She confi ded to me that she 
had a few “moments in the ladies’ 
room,” as she put it. She’s been rid-
ing since 1976, and up until recently 
her husband would join her, but he 

decided he’s getting too old to ride. 
She knew the Sisters’ Ride might be 
her last chance to do something like 
this. He discouraged her at fi rst, tell-
ing her that she’d fail: she’d get sick 
or the bike would break down or she 
would just get tired and lose her will 
to fi nish. At dinner in Ely, two days 
from the Golden Gate and the fi nish, 
I smiled at her and said, “He’s going 
to be so proud of you when you suc-
ceed.” She looked me in the eye, nod-
ded and calmly replied, “I think he’s 
getting to that point.” Three weeks of 
summer heat, thunderstorms, wind-
ing mountain roads and extreme 
altitude shifts had made her strong.

THE BIKE – BMW R 1200 RS
MY JOURNEY WAS ONLY FOUR DAYS
long, but I knew it would be full of 
extremes: 100-degree days in the 
desert, near-freezing temperatures 
around Lake Tahoe, misty cool ocean 
air along the Pacifi c Coast Highway, 
bumper-to-bumper traffi c around 
San Francisco, navigating narrow 
city streets, carving through twisty 
two-lane blacktop and fl ying down 
deserted highways for hours on end.

The 2016 BMW R 1200 RS turned 
out to be the ideal ride. Its 1,170cc 
boxer engine pumps out a claimed 
125 horsepower, and the fl at-twin 
design places the weight down 
low, making it manageable at slow 
speeds even laden with my lug-
gage. I never felt uncomfortable, 
even maneuvering through San 
Francisco’s hilly, narrow avenues. 
The comfortably sporty riding posi-
tion was well suited to both desert 
dashes and canyon carving alike, 
and the easy-to-use side cases made 
hotel stops a breeze.

My RS came fully loaded with 
the Premium Package, plus BMW’s 
Nav V GPS, which conveniently 
points out restaurants, gas stations 
and even the nearest Motorrad 
dealer should you fi nd yourself in 
need of service. The Premium Pack-
age includes the very well-sorted 
Dynamic ESA semi-active suspen-
sion, a full complement of ride 
modes, Keyless Ride, heated grips 
(which I used on that 36-degree 
Lake Tahoe morning), cruise con-
trol, tire pressure monitoring and 
Gear Shift Assist Pro, which allows 
for clutchless up- and downshifting. 
My only nitpick is a bit of an annoy-
ing buzz in the handgrips, especially 
at higher speeds. Thank goodness 
for cruise control!

For a more detailed review, check 
out the November 2015 issue of Rider, 
or read it on ridermagazine.com.

Top inset: The group poses for a photo on the tarmac at Westover Air Reserve Base 
in Chicopee, Massachusetts.  Bottom inset: Three riders pause on their way up 
Pikes Peak. The riders were initially held up at the base of the mountain, with the 
road closed due to snow. They were eventually allowed up, but slush and snow 
remaining at the top made the pavement slippery.
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As the story goes, the San Francisco Motorcycle Club was supposed to 
meet Augusta and Adeline upon their arrival, but because communication 
was diffi cult, there was no way to notify the club that the sisters were 
delayed and they arrived to the sound of crickets. For the centennial ride, 
the club wanted to “make things right”—and make things right they did. 
We were escorted across the bridge and taken on a scenic tour of the city, 
including the Presidio of San Francisco, Sea Cliff and the Great Highway 
along the Sunset District, then around Twin Peaks into the Castro and 
fi nally ending at the historic clubhouse in the Mission District. The wood-
paneled walls are covered with old photographs and trophy cases with 
awards recognizing achievements such as “Best Uniformed Club, 1936.”

At lunch the next day, somewhere in the middle of Ne-
vada, I sat with Group 1, eight women who have all been 
on the ride since New York and who have formed a bond 
after three weeks together. Four of them met at one of Ken 
Condon’s Riding in the Zone skills classes in Massachu-
setts the week before the ride, but I was startled when I 
asked when each of them decided to go. One of the four 
pointed at another and announced, “She decided two days 
before the ride started!”

“She” turned out to be Karen, an instructor for a pay-
roll tax certification firm and a rider of six years. She’s 
the kind of woman who orders her burgers medium rare 
and opts for the ghost pepper cheese that the waiter de-
scribes as “like eating a raw jalapeno pepper.” The other 
three ladies had told her about their upcoming adven-
ture, and as she puts it, “I was tired of always saying, 
‘someday.’ I decided that someday was now.” And so 
with less than 48 hours before the ride was scheduled 
to begin, she made arrangements with her employer, 

paid the entrance fee and headed to Brooklyn with her 
new friends.

Not everyone was new to the idea of a cross-country 
ride. Secret, a jovial woman with an ever-present smile, 
was on her 18th crossing of the United States aboard a 
brand new Indian Roadmaster—and she was clear that 
this won’t be her last.

Then there’s Marjorie, who lost her son in a motorcycle 
accident. Many women, perhaps even most, would never 
ride a motorcycle after something like that. Not Marjorie. 
She went out and got her endorsement, and decided that 
doing this ride was the best way to honor her son’s life 
and memory. I can only imagine the emotions she was 
feeling as she passed beneath the sunset-colored arches of 
the Golden Gate Bridge to fi nish her journey surrounded 
by new friends.

There are many more women and many more stories, 
but they all share one thing in common: strength and will. 
As Augusta Van Buren said, “Woman can, if she will.”

“We made it!” After three weeks 
of wild weather, we couldn’t have 
ordered up a more perfect day for 
our arrival into San Francisco. 
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Freewheelin’
RIDER TEST 2017 YAMAHA SCR950

Scramblers, with stripped-down simplicity and do-
it-all ruggedness, inspire a potent blend of playful-
ness and freedom. Triumph has had a scrambler in 

its lineup for years, but competition has heated up with 
Ducati introducing its family of customizable scramblers 
for 2015 and BMW and Yamaha launching models for 2017.

Designed in-house by Yamaha Motor USA, the SCR950 
is built on the Bolt cruiser platform and draws inspiration 
from the company’s 1965 Big Bear 305 scrambler and 1976 
XT500 dual-sport. Its round headlight, fl angeless steel 
fuel tank with retro graphics, number plate-style side 
covers, round mirrors on skinny chrome stalks, fork gai-

ters and spoked aluminum rims round out a tidy styling 
package. There are a few miscues, however, such as the 
round LED taillight and digital meter, both of which look 
better on the Bolt. And belt drive is an odd choice for a 
scrambler, though, understandably, converting to a chain 
would have been expensive. 

Throwing a leg over the SCR950’s thinly padded bench 
seat, you’re greeted by a motocross-style handlebar and 
mid-mount pegs that are widely spaced even though the 
bike is narrow between the knees. At stops, unless I slide 
close to the tank or far back on the seat, the footpegs are 
right where my shins want to be. On the road, the air-

Freewheelin’
RIDER TEST 2017 YAMAHA SCR950

1

2

Built on the Bolt cruiser platform, the SCR950 
plays to the popularity of retro scramblers. 
1: Small, 3.2-gallon tank looks the part with 
throwback graphics. 2: The Bolt’s 942cc air-
cooled V-twin is an unconventional choice for a 
scrambler. Tuned for cruiser duty, it prefers to be 
short-shifted rather than revved out.

HELMET: ARAI RX-Q
SUIT: HELD CAMARIS/RAVERO
BOOTS: ALPINESTARS
SUPERTOURING
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Freewheelin’
RIDER TEST 2017 YAMAHA SCR950

cooled, 60-degree, 942cc V-twin can get pretty buzzy, rat-
tling the mirrors into a blur and sending annoying vibes 
through the grips, pegs and seat.

Normally, when a bike isn’t comfortable for long rides 
or has limited range or jarring suspension, I’m ready to 
put the sidestand down and seek out alternative means of 
transportation. But from the get-go, the SCR950 burrowed 
deep down inside of me and tapped into a wellspring of 
warmth and forgiveness. I’m willing to put up with a sore 
bum and tingling hands because the SCR950 is just so 
dang cool. If you don’t have fun riding this thing, you’re 
doing it wrong.

No, a cruiser, not even one that’s relatively light by cruis-
er standards, is not the ideal platform for a scrambler. The 
engine and frame are unchanged from the Bolt, so the SCR 
isn’t rev-happy and doesn’t have much ground or cornering 
clearance, and the front end is a bit too raked out. On Jett 
Tuning’s dyno, it made 49.6 horsepower at 5,300 rpm and 
59.3 lb-ft of torque at 2,800 rpm. Like the Bolt, the SCR950 
has a 19-inch front wheel, but its rear wheel is an inch 
larger, at 17 inches, which, along with the new subframe, 
raises seat height to 32.7 inches vs. 30.1 on the Bolt C-Spec 
and 27.2 on the Bolt/R-Spec. Travel for the dual piggyback 
shocks is unchanged at a scant 2.8 inches. Even with rear 

Freewheelin’
3

4

5

Linear throttle response, good low-end torque and a low center of gravity make it easy 
to dirt track around corners. 3: Single digital meter looks too modern for this bike, and 
the indicator lights are hard to see. 4: Tube-type semi-knobby tires, spoked wheels with 
a 19-inch front and fork gaiters round out the scrambler look. 5: Rear shocks with 2.8 
inches of travel can be harsh, and the dual-disc brakes aren’t very strong.
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By GREG DREVENSTEDT
Photography by BRIAN J. NELSON
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As J.R.R. Tolkien once wrote, “Not all those who wander 
are lost.” The SCR950 has some built-in limitations, but it’s 
affordable and built on a solid platform. Aimless exploration 
is encouraged.

2017 YAMAHA SCR950
Base Price: $8,699
Warranty: 1 yr., unltd. miles
Website: yamahamotorsports.com

ENGINE
Type: Air-cooled, transverse 60-degree V-twin
Displacement: 942cc
Bore x Stroke: 85.0 x 83.0mm
Compression Ratio: 9.0:1
Valve Train: SOHC, 4 valves per cyl.
Valve Insp. Interval: 16,000 miles
Fuel Delivery: EFI w/ TPS & 35mm throttle bodies x 2
Lubrication System: Wet sump, 4.3-qt. cap.
Transmission: 5-speed, cable-actuated wet clutch
Final Drive: Belt

ELECTRICAL
Ignition: TCI
Charging Output: 461 watts max.
Battery: 12V 11AH

CHASSIS
Frame: Tubular-steel double cradle w/ steel swingarm
Wheelbase: 62.0 in.
Rake/Trail: 28.4 degrees/5.1 in.
Seat Height: 32.7 in.
Suspension, Front: 41mm stanchions, no adj., 
4.7-in. travel
Rear: Dual piggyback shocks, adj. for spring preload, 
2.8-in. travel
Brakes, Front: Single 298mm disc w/ 2-piston pin-slide 
caliper
Rear: Single 298mm disc w/ 2-piston pin-slide caliper
Wheels, Front: Spoked, 2.50 x 19 in.
Rear: Spoked, 3.50 x 17 in.
Tires, Front: Tube-type, 100/90-19
Rear: Tube-type, 140/80-R17
Wet Weight: 552 lbs.
Load Capacity: 456 lbs.
GVWR: 1,008 lbs.

PERFORMANCE
Fuel Capacity: 3.2 gals., last 0.8 gal. warning light on
MPG: 87 PON min. (low/avg/high) 44.2/47.3/51.0
Estimated Range: 151 miles
Indicated RPM at 60 MPH: NA

S
P

E
C

S

preload properly set (the only adjustment there is), with 
my 200-pound sack of meat in the saddle it doesn’t take 
much to bottom out the suspension. With fi rmer damp-
ing rates than its Bolt brethren, the SCR doesn’t feel plush 
unless the pavement is smooth.

Although most of our testing miles have been on the 
street, during the press launch near San Diego, California, 
we did some scrambling on unpaved, hilly, rutted ranch 
roads and a paved fi re road with asphalt best described as 
post-apocalyptic. With its relaxed throttle response and 
power delivery, wide handlebar and 552 pounds carried 
low, the SCR950 is nimble and easy to dirt track through 
corners. Standing up feels natural and the semi-knobby 
Bridgestone Trail Wing tires provide decent grip on- and 
off-road, but the suspension encourages restraint. Have 
fun, but don’t let your enthusiasm write checks the bike 
can’t cash.

The single-disc brakes front and rear aren’t very 
strong, but they’re appropriate for this application. The 
SCR clutches and shifts easily through its 5-speed gear-
box, though on the highway I often fi nd myself grabbing 
for sixth since the SCR950 feels busy and buzzy above 70 
mph, which is compounded by windblast. Around town 
it putts along agreeably with barely a sound emanating 
from the tailpipe. A hard romp on the throttle spit outs a 
V-twin roar, but the exhaust should be feistier.

Style requires some sacrifi ce. In the case of Yamaha’s 
SCR950, for cool scrambler curb appeal you’ll need to put up 
with some vibration, suspension harshness, limited ground 
and cornering clearance, a hard seat and short-leash fuel 
range. On the other hand, you get a bulletproof V-twin, a 
solid chassis and a proven platform with low-maintenance 
belt drive, all in an attention-getting, retro package. In an 
age of complex—and expensive—electronics on many new 
motorcycles, the SCR950 is refreshingly analog. Just hop on 
and ride. What more can you ask for?
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Is there any scenic countryside left for motorcyclists in the urban sprawl of 
Southern California? Actually there is, and it’s surprisingly close to the densely 
populated areas of San Diego County and amazingly diverse in climate, altitude 

and scenery.
Starting off early on a weekday from my house in Escondido, 30 miles north of 

San Diego, it’s a quick jump onto County Road S6 (Valley Center Road) and past the 
rural town of Valley Center, and then the Rincon Indian Reservation. It’s immedi-
ately after Rincon that the ride starts in earnest. A right turn onto State Route 76 
takes me directly into long sweepers sculpted perfectly into sloped citrus groves, 
as I begin climbing the foothills guarding the southern fl ank of Palomar Moun-

Unexpected
Serenity
A surprisingly rural ride
in the heart of Southern California.

Story & photos by ANDREW THWEATT

There’s 2,000 feet to climb back up from 
the desert fl oor on the wonderfully 
twisty and smooth Banner Grade.
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Carrying passengers and mail from St. 
Louis to San Francisco, the Butterfi eld 
Stage Line passed through this area 
of rural Southern California two times 
each week from 1857 to 1861.
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tain. The road steepens suddenly as it 
leaves the groves, runs through a few 
tight switchbacks and then empties 
out on top of a ridge. An immediate 
left takes me back onto S6, also known 
as South Grade Road here, and then a 
steep climb up Palomar. Oak trees give 
way to pines as I twist left and right 
through as technical a ride as you will 
find in Southern California. The dense 
pine forest lining the pavement acts as 
an echo chamber and reflects back the 

dull roar of my Kawasaki ZRX1200 ac-
celerating out of each turn. The road is 
nearly an elevator, taking me through 
21 switchbacks up to the 5,200-foot 
summit—a 2,500-foot climb in less 
than seven miles. The view from the 
top is stunning. On a clear morning 
like this, you can easily see west to the 
Pacific Ocean and south to the Mexi-
can border.

The temperature is pleasantly cool, 
and nearly 20 degrees lower than back 

A landmark since the 1930s, the Julian Drug Store sports an old-time soda fountain 
and candy mine.
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in suburbia. I take off southeast at the 
summit junction down the East Grade 
Road (County Road S7), a much more 
gradual decent, with gentler curves 
but a rougher road surface that de-
mands concentration. A deer crosses 
abruptly in front of me a few min-
utes down the road, a reminder that 
I’m nowhere near the city now. Soon 
enough, I catch a glimpse of Lake Hen-
shaw off to the east, signaling the end 
of the grade and my reunion with the 
smooth and fast Route 76. Lake-effect 
fog briefly engulfs me and dampens 
my face shield as I roll through gentle 
curves and glide past the lake, emerg-
ing back into bright sunshine at the 
intersection with State Route 79. 

A quick left and I roll out into decid-
edly more open country, with brown 
grass fields and scattered small groves 
of oaks, reminiscent of the rolling 
hill country of the California Central 
Coast. Another right turn onto San 
Felipe Road (County Road S2), and I 
begin a gentle climb through rolling 
hills of cow country dotted with an oc-
casional flock of wild turkeys. A crest 
over Teofulio Summit at 3,700 feet, 
and the scenery (and temperature) 
begins changing rapidly and dramati-
cally. Within seven more miles of the 
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FAVORITERIDE continued

wide, sweeping curves of S2, I spot the 
first cactus, and I’m opening all the 
vents on my jacket as the temperature 
climbs back up to 90 degrees. To my 
right, the green coastal mountains 
rise abruptly up to more than 5,000 
feet, and to my left are the brown and 
barren desert hills framing the Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park. A stark con-
trast indeed.

As I intersect the dry beginnings 
of San Felipe Wash, the highway tees 
into State Route 78 at Scissors Cross-
ing, and a hot, dry wind suddenly 
picks up, indicative of the sudden 
temperature and pressure changes 
between the coast and desert. A left 
turn would drop me immediately 
into the desert proper, but a right 
turn instead takes me past an old But-
terfield Stage Route stop and, within 
just a few more miles, the Kawasaki 
and I are gaining altitude again, as-
saulting the eastern slope of the San 
Diego coastal range. Similar to my 

earlier climb up Palomar, but with 
fresher asphalt and smoother corners 
most of the way, Banner Grade, as 
it’s known to locals, writhes its way 
tightly up the mountain. It climbs 
nearly 2,000 feet back into the pines 
and cool temperatures, and empties 
out at the summit into the quaint lit-
tle mountain town of Julian. Famous 
for its apple pies and cider, Julian is a 
busy tourist attraction even on a mid-
week morning, so after a brief stop 
to stretch my legs, I take a left at the 
only stop sign, continuing on down 
through a bending, gradual decent to 
the old mission settlement of Santa 
Ysabel. Known to the savvy traveler 
as the home of Dudley’s Bakery, the 
beautiful Santa Ysabel tempts me to 
halt my brisk pace and make time for 
a dash into Dudley’s for a cheese Dan-
ish and cup of their exceptional cof-
fee, which I do.

Then it’s off for the home stretch 
of the ride. The temperature warms 

again as I ride through undulating 
hills and moderate curves in grassy 
countryside. Old wooden barns, 
horses and even a buffalo or two on 
the Star B Ranch make the landscape 
strangely Wyoming-like at times. 
Twenty more minutes of beauti-
ful scenery brings me to Ramona, 
a horse-and-cow rural town full of 
character, and the last stop before 
descending a long grade down to the 
orange groves and dairy farms of the 
San Pasqual Valley and then back 
into Escondido. The coastal humidity 
hits me in full force now, a massive 
contrast to the dry wind just an hour 
back at Scissors Crossing. A few more 
traffic lights and a sprint down the 
carpool lane on Interstate 15, and I’m 
at the office by 9:00 a.m.

Four distinct climates in less than 
three hours, and other than a mild case 
of helmet hair, no one’s the wiser.

Below: Only 45 minutes from the summit 
of Palomar Mountain, and the scene has 
changed from pines to cacti as you skirt 
the border of the Anza-Borrego Desert 
State Park.

Don’t look down!  It’s a nearly 2,500-foot drop from the summit of South Grade Road 
to the valley below.

A clear day on the mountain.  The marine 
fog layer from the Pacific encompasses the 
valley to the west and the hills of Mexico 
can be seen to the south.

You can’t say they didn’t warn you.  
There is some serious climbing and 
twisting ahead to reach the Palomar  
Mountain summit.
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RALLIES&CLUBS

Motorcycle enthusiasts tend to be good people. Generous with their time, 
always ready to help out for a good cause, and in general we look out 
for one another, too. Few events I have attended better exemplify this 

spirit than the annual Riding Into History Concours d’Elegance held at the World 
Golf Village near historic St. Augustine, Florida, the nation’s oldest city. The bu-
colic grounds of the WGV are stunning, and instead of just lining them up on a 
golf course, the vintage bikes in the Concours are parked every few feet on the 
tree-shaded, 1.2-mile Walk of Champions that encircles Kelly Lake in the center 
of the complex. The setting and moderate May weather make for a lovely walk 
around the lake back into motorcycling’s history, and with 270 motorcycles in 
more than 20 judging classes this year, you could spend several enjoyable hours 
strolling from bike to bike.

But it is really the all-volunteer aspect of Riding Into History that sets it apart. 
All of the event’s profits from the $10 spectator entrance fee and other functions 
go to charity, and because there are no paid staff, Riding Into History has been 
able to donate close to $500,000 to charitable organizations since its inception in 

2000. K9s for Warriors, an outfit that 
trains rescue dogs for returning vet-
erans with PTSD, has been the ben-
eficiary for several years now, and 
last year alone RIH raised $40,000 for 
the charity.

The 17th RIH weekend began on 
Friday with a $20 vintage-bike lunch 
ride with the Grand Marshal, silent 
auction and fundraising dinner for 
the K9s, all sold-out. Yours truly had 
the opportunity to interview friend 
and motojournalist Mitch Boehm for 
the dinner crowd about off-road rac-
ing champ and AMA Hall of Famer 
Malcolm Smith’s new autobiography, 

Story and photos by MARK TUTTLE

A lovely Suzuki 250 flanked by a pair of 
vintage ’60s Hondas were just three 
of the 270 entries in 2016’s Riding Into 
History Concours d’Elegance at the World 
Golf Village near St. Augustine, Florida.

Riding Into History
A grassroots good time for a good cause.

2
1
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Malcolm!, written with Boehm’s con-
siderable assistance. Malcolm was 
the event’s Grand Marshal this year 
but unfortunately illness kept him 
from attending, so Boehm stood in 
for him in a repeat of his RIH Grand 
Marshal stint in 2012.

The other notable but happier ab-
sence was the major thunderstorm 
that threatened to put a damper on 
the rain-or-shine Concours on Satur-

day. Instead we had a beautiful day 
kicking tires and ogling the marvel-
ous machines. For 2016 the theme was 
Viva Moto Europa, the centerpiece 
of which was an exquisite display 
of Ducati, Moto Morini and Laverda 
European road bikes and racers, but 
virtually every important Euro and 
Japanese bike from the last century 
was represented. Spectro and Sargent 
sold oil and seats, Mitch signed cop-

ies of Malcolm! and the tireless vol-
unteers kept everything organized 
and on schedule during the 10 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. show. Rather than a stuffy, 
highly competitive, pinkies-out type 
of event, as Chairman of the Advisory 
Committee Bill Robinson pointed out, 
this is a “grassroots show where a guy 
can show up with one bike or a collec-
tor can show up with 100 bikes.” The 
participants are in effect volunteers 

A lovely Suzuki 250 flanked by a pair of 
vintage ’60s Hondas were just three 
of the 270 entries in 2016’s Riding Into 
History Concours d’Elegance at the World 
Golf Village near St. Augustine, Florida.

1. Taking a break under the Spanish 
moss on the Grand Marshal’s ride. 
2. The 1.2-mile Walk of Champions 
around Kelly Lake is the perfect 
setting for a display of vintage 
bikes. 3. The author, Chairman of the 
Advisory Committee Bill Robinson 
and motojournalist Mitch Boehm 
with Bill’s gorgeous Honda CB750. 
4. Joel Edward Greene of Cairo, 
Georgia, with his Best of Show-
winning 1967 Velocette Thruxton.

Above: Kathy Siller (left) with 
Sally Bradley and Roni Bradley 
Naas, wife and daughter of 
artist Don Bradley, who created 
the beautiful and unique 
posters for RIH. Roni finished 
the 2016 poster for Don after he 
passed away in 2015. Left: Siller 
won the Don Bradley award for 
her 1949 BSA B34 Competition.

2
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RALLIES&CLUBS continued

1. Vice Chair Marina Alley with Chairwoman Jennifer Samioglou of the J.B. Chrome Divas, one of several clubs that supports 
RIH. 2. After winning an award for his 1911 Reading Standard, Norm Nelson entered it in the Motorcycle Cannonball cross-
country run. 3. This collection of Aermacchi Harley-Davidson and Harley-Davidson race bikes from the Hollingsworth Race Team 
practically stole the show. 4. The Winners' Circle, past winners who display their bikes in the circle near the Hall of Fame. Many 
were volunteers as well. 5. Enjoying old bikes and the shade at lakeside.

1 2 3

4 5

PHOTO: DAVID PALM
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themselves, since they bring their 
bikes to the Concours not so much for 
the swag bag or a shot at winning an 
award in the judging, but primarily 
out of generosity—to make a contri-
bution to Riding Into History and its 
charitable cause.

While the bikes ranged from gor-
geous restorations to everyday rid-
ers, a common theme of specialness 

among them prevailed. At the end of 
the extensive awards ceremony, af-
ter more than 80 trophies had been 
passed out for Best in Class, Awards of 
Merit and various honorary awards, 
the coveted Best in Show award went 
to Joel Edward Greene for his gorgeous 
1967 Velocette Thruxton, which he 
brought down from Cairo, Georgia.

Next year’s May 20, 2017, Riding Into 

History will honor Japanese motorcy-
cles, and the organizers are expecting 
upwards of 300 entries. There’s a lot 
to see and do in St. Augustine, and if 
you’re a golfer, the World Golf Village 
is home to two championship courses, 
restaurants, accommodations and the 
World Golf Hall of Fame. I plan to go 
early next year! You can check it out at 
ridingintohistory.org.

Left: Jim Sabo’s gorgeous 1979 Suzuki GS1000S Wes Cooley 
Replica won the Grand Marshal’s award. Center: Volunteers for 
RIH beneficiary K9s for Warriors. Right: Best European Marque 
was awarded to Jimmy Sabino’s 1954 Victoria Bergmeister V35S. 
Victoria was a bicycle manufacturer in Nürnberg, Germany, 
that made motorcycles from about 1901 until 1966.PHOTO: JIM DOHMS
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Jenny
AGV SPORT XENA VENTED JACKET
(motonation.com)
Looking for an affordable warm-weather jacket that can easily cross over 
into the “shoulder” spring and fall seasons? The ladies’ Xena Vented jacket 
($109) by AGV Sport is worth a look. Large-pore mesh in the arms, chest and 
back keeps you cool, and when things get chilly or wet, a waterproof Reissa 

these are a
few of our
favorite
things...

We like to get the jump on things around here, so this 
December 2016 issue of Rider is arriving with plenty of 
shopping time left before the holidays. To assist you in 
the search for that perfect gift, three of us on the Rider 
staff each assembled a few of our favorite things to 
review for this special guide. Every one is a much better 
gift for your favorite rider than a leopard-print Snuggie, 
electric twirling spaghetti fork or Duck Dynasty Willie 
Chia Pet (yes, they actually have those). Happy holidays 
from Rider magazine!
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CHASE-HARPER 4800 SJ2 TAIL TRUNK DUFFEL 
(chaseharperusa.com)
Nothing beats a duffel for easy packing and carrying, plenty 
of storage and easy on-bike access. The 46-liter 4800 SJ2 Tail 
Trunk from Chase Harper ($141.50) gives you all that and 
more, with well-thought out details and multiple attach-
ment options.

A large, zippered U-shaped opening allows top access to 
the main compartment, which is lined with red nylon to help 
you see the contents. The bag is constructed with a 3⁄8-inch 
foam inner shell that holds its shape even when empty. Zip-
pered pockets on the top and sides, and mesh pockets inside 
the top lid hold smaller items, and bungee webbing allows 
you to stuff items like a jacket or rain gear on top.

One of my favorite features is the inner dry bag—one end 
of the duffel zips open for access to a separate inner bag, per-
fect for holding wet items you want to keep away from the 
rest of your gear. Four adjustable hooked bungees allow for 
fl exible mounting, or tuck them into the bag’s bottom and 
use the eight tie-down loops with your own straps. The Tail 
Trunk is made in the U.S.A. and carries a lifetime warranty.

FORCEFIELD BASE LAYERS
(motonation.com)
If you’re still wearing cotton T-shirts and 
jeans under your riding gear, it’s time to 
save those for the post-ride dinner and 
graduate to base layers. Forcefi eld’s Base 
Layers (for men and women) are made of 
high-tech BeCool fabric, which is three 
times more diffuse than cotton, mean-
ing it allows air to circulate freely on 
your skin, pulling hot, moist air away 
and letting in cooler, dry air. Seamless 
and fl at seam construction is comfort-
able even under armored riding apparel, 
and a next-to-skin tailored fi t won’t bunch 
up. In fact, the thin extra layer between your 
gear and your skin prevents mesh jackets 
from itching and riding pants from chafi ng.

I wear the Base Layers on nearly every 
long-distance or multi-day ride, and with an 
antibacterial treatment built-in, I can even do 
longer camping trips without washing them. 
Once it’s time for a freshening up, they are ma-
chine washable. The Forcefi eld Base Layers are 
available in male- and female-specifi c fi ts. The 
men’s shirts ($79 short sleeve; $89 long sleeve) 
and pants ($69) are available in sizes XS-2XL. The 

and a next-to-skin tailored fi t won’t bunch 
up. In fact, the thin extra layer between your 

from itching and riding pants from chafi ng.
I wear the Base Layers on nearly every 

long-distance or multi-day ride, and with an 
antibacterial treatment built-in, I can even do 
longer camping trips without washing them. 
Once it’s time for a freshening up, they are ma-
chine washable. The Forcefi eld Base Layers are 
available in male- and female-specifi c fi ts. The 
men’s shirts ($79 short sleeve; $89 long sleeve) 
and pants ($69) are available in sizes XS-2XL. The 

liner zips in quickly and easily. CE-approved armor in the 
shoulders and elbows (the included foam back protec-
tor can be upgraded) and 600-denier nylon construction 
provide protection and peace of mind. 

The Xena features two external handwarmer pock-
ets and one internal smartphone pocket, and an 8-inch 
zipper connects it to pants. Accordion expansion panels 
run from armpit to hip on each side, so the Xena will 
move and stretch with you for a comfortable fi t both on 
and off the bike. I wore it on a 4-day, 2,000-mile ride in 
temperatures ranging from near freezing to 100 degrees, 
dry desert to damp coastline, and was impressed by its 
versatility. The Xena is available in White/Black, Black/
White, Black/Purple and Black/Flo Yellow in sizes XS-
XL. Consider ordering a size smaller than you normally 
might, as the Xena tends to run a bit large.

BLACK BRAND BRAZILIAN WAXED 
LEATHER JACKET (blackbrandmc.com)
OK, let’s not beat around the bush: this is one hot jacket, 
and it makes no apologies for it. The cheekily named 

Brazilian Waxed 
jacket ($591) from 
Black Brand howls 
with style and at-
titude. From its soft, 
supple sheep leather 
construction to its 
removeable metal 
accents and embroi-
dery, the Brazilian 
Waxed will turn 
heads both on and 
off the bike.

The fi t is distinct-
ly feminine, with a 
tailored waist (dual 
stretchy leather 
straps snap into one 
of three positions 
for a custom fi t), 
zippered expan-
sion panels at the 
hips and zippered 
cuffs with adjust-
able straps. A pink 
satin inner liner has 
pockets for optional 
D3O CE-approved ar-
mor for the elbows, 
shoulders and back. 
The fl exibility and 

slender shape of the D3O, along with the liner’s design, 
mean that even with the armor in place, the jacket fi ts as 
though there was no armor at all. Two zippered hand-
warmer pockets and one zippered internal pocket have 
enough space for the essentials. Best of all, Black Brand 
has partnered with Homes for Our Troops, so a purchase 
benefi ts injured veterans. The Brazilian Waxed is avail-
able in black, in sizes XS-2XL.
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women’s shirts ($89, long sleeve only) and pants ($69) are 
available in sizes XS-XL.

IXS NAMIB EVO PANTS (ixsusa.com)
iXS has become one of my favorite brands, thanks to its 
reasonably priced, high-quality apparel—that also fi ts well! I 
wore the Namib Evo pants on my very fi rst Rider test (the 2016 
Zero DSR), and as I rode from mid-afternoon heat to post-sun-
set chill, the Namib Evos kept me comfortable.

The Namib Evos ($169) are made from 500-denier Air-
guard fabric, with CE-approved armor in the knees and hips. 

The knee armor is adjustable and 
can be easily removed via zippers 
on the outside of the shell. Large 
Airmesh panels in the crotch area 
and behind the knees allow breath-
ability and airfl ow, and when 
the temperatures really heat up, 
zippered vents over each knee can 
be snapped open to scoop air onto 
your skin. A full-circumference zip-
per allows the pants to be attached 
to iXS jackets, and there is one zip-
pered waist pocket. A zip-in water-
proof liner is available separately; 
however, since the Namib Evos are 
designed to be worn inside your 
boots, water can still reach your 
feet in an extended downpour. 
They are available in men’s sizes 
S-4XL and women’s sizes DS-D2XL. 
They run small, so consider order-
ing a size up from normal.
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Mark
TOURMASTER TRANSITION SERIES 4 JACKET
(tourmaster.com)
It’s not easy to make a jacket that works all year long, whether you’re 
riding in warm summer temps or the damp and chill of winter. The se-
cret behind the all-season functionality of the fourth and latest version 
of the versatile Tour Master Transition jacket ($269.99) is the quantity of 
venting in the 600-denier Carbolex outer shell. Zippered pipeline pinch 
vents that hold themselves open are on either side of the chest, and an-
other pair of long vents run from the shoulders to the elbows. And there 
are two zippered exhaust vents in the back, so if you open everything up 
the sturdy three-quarter-length jacket stays fairly cool in summer. Close 
them all up and the waterproof, breathable Rainguard barrier is said to 
keep you dry (Santa, please bring us some rain!), more so when you don 
the Aqua Barrier hood hidden in the soft, microfi ber-lined collar.

The Transition 4 also comes with a removable triple-density back 
protector and removable CE-approved armor in the shoulders and el-
bows. With the full-sleeved thermal liner removed, it’s easy to trim the 
fi t with the adjustable waist belts and take-up straps in the biceps and 
forearms. Pockets abound, including a pair of waterproof cargo pockets. 
The Tour Master Transition Series 4 jacket comes in several color com-
bos, and in men’s and women’s sizes to fi t just about anybody, including 
men’s 5XL, Tall and women’s Plus sizes.

2016 holiday gift guide
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SIDI DEEP RAIN BOOTS
(motonation.com)
The new breed of adventure-touring machines calls for a 
new breed of boot. Combining the best features of its tour-
ing and off-road boots, Sidi’s Deep Rain boots ($295) offer the 
protection you need when piloting a luggage-laden adven-
ture bike off-road, and the comfort you expect for long days 
in the saddle.

The Deep Rains feature a breathable waterproof mem-
brane that keeps your feet dry during water crossings and 
rainy days, smooth heat-resistant panels on the inside of 
the calf that won’t catch on anything while standing on 
the pegs, and replaceable cam lock buckles with memory 
retention straps for easy on/off. A rigid heel, large refl ec-
tive panels at the heels and a nylon insole (rather than 
a dangerous steel shank) round out the safety features. 
A bonded non-slip lug sole gives you a secure grip on the 
pegs and the ground.

Deep Rain boots are available in European sizes 39 
(men’s size 6) to 50 (size 15). Like many Sidi boots, the toe 
box is on the narrow side, but the upshot is that the boot 
itself is not bulky and offers great feel. 
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and gasoline. Lucas Up-
per Cylinder Lubricant 
and Injector Cleaner 
works in both carbu-
reted and fuel-injected 
engines and treats your 
bike’s fuel system with 
a blend of super slick 
oils and additives with 
a high detergent action 
that allows the engine 
to operate at maximum 
effi ciency. It also cleans 
and lubricates carbure-
tors and injectors and 
helps fuel to burn more 
thoroughly for increased 
power and less fuel 
consumption. The Slick Mist Detailing Kit (about $20) com-
bines three Lucas Fast & Easy products with a microfi ber 
towel: Interior Detailer, Tire & Trim Shine and Speed Wax.

YUASA AUTOMATIC BATTERY CHARGERS 
AND MAINTAINERS (yuasabatteries.com)
If you ride your motorcycle often enough year ’round and 
have installed a good-quality sealed AGM battery, chances 
are you don’t need to perform any battery maintenance 
other than cleaning the terminals and cable ends on 
occasion. On the other hand, if it sits for a week or more be-
tween rides, using a battery maintenance charger will help 
keep your battery topped-up and ready to go, and prevent 
deep discharging and damaging sulfation.

Both of Yuasa’s two new chargers—an easy-to-use 
3-amp model ($79.95) and a 2-amp model ($109.95) that can 
charge multiple batteries at the same time—feature an 
OEM approved fi ve-stage charging algorithm that saves 
time and energy. While the chargers are optimized for 
newer AGM style batteries, they are still compatible with 
conventional fl ooded batteries. Both also have a sulfation 
recovery mode and defective battery detection and come 
with 6-foot quick-connect cables and both ring-terminal 
and alligator clip pigtails.

The 2-amp Automatic Battery Charger & Maintainer has 
two independent charging stations to allow for simulta-
neously hooking up multiple batteries, and works with 
both 6- and 12-volt batteries so can I swap it back and forth 
between the ancient bikes and the merely old ones.

DUNLOP D404 TIRES
(dunlopmotorcycletires.com)
When you buy an older motorcycle for fun and/or profi t, 
if you plan to ride it, quite often the fi rst things that need 
replacing are its fossilized tires. And since it will prob-
ably have narrower wheels in unusual diameters, it will 
require tire sizes you won’t often fi nd waiting at your 
local dealer. The 3.25-19 front on my 1982 Yamaha 650 Seca, 
for example. Fortunately Dunlop Motorcycle Tires still 
manufactures many of its older tire types, from the K81/
TT100 that fi ts my old Britbike to the K591s we used to 
run on our ’80s sportbikes. Another good one is the D404, 
which comes in sizes to fi t a variety of standard, cruiser 
and older bikes like my Seca.

Good ol’ bias-ply construction and a tread compound 
blended for a nice balance of mileage and grip give the 
D404s a smooth, confi dence-inspiring ride, and the offset 
center groove on the front tire helps maintain straight-
line stability. And if you’re cruel enough to ride that older 
bike in the rain, the tread pattern does a good job of slicing 
through water. They’re generally available for well under 
$200 a pair, too.

LUCAS OIL PRODUCTS (lucasoil.com)
You’ve probably heard of Lucas Oil because of its numerous 
vehicle sponsorships and racing event promotions, and 
you might even use some of its high-performance engine 
oils and gear lubricants in your bike. But did you know 
that Lucas makes a wide variety of specialty products for 
cars and motorcycles? We recently received a shipload of 
stuff from Lucas to try, including its Safeguard Ethanol Fuel 
Conditioner with Stabilizers. Lucas says it prevents rust and 
corrosion associated with the use of ethanol fuels, stabiliz-
es fuel and prevents varnish and gum formation in ethanol 
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SPIDI WARRIOR TEX JACKET (spidi.com)
As motorcyclists, we like to match our gear with our bikes. 
Black leather on cruisers, rally-style jackets on adventure 
tourers and so on. With racy graphics and tough-looking 
external armor on the shoulders, Spidi’s Warrior Tex Jacket 
($299.90) is ideal for modern sportbikes like Ducati’s 959 
Panigale or Yamaha’s FZ-10, and our Black/Fluorescent Yel-
low test jacket looks great on the Zero SR electric bike (it’s 
also available in Red/White/Black and Black/White). But 
the Warrior Tex offers much more than style. The Tenax 
polyamide outer shell is abrasion resistant and there are 
removable CE Level 1 Forcetech protectors inside the elbows 
and shoulders (in addition to the external armor), but you 
must buy one of Spidi’s optional back protectors (starting 
at $69.90) or bring your own. The lightweight, sport-cut 
jacket has a slim fi t, is lined with athletic mesh and has 
four pockets (two inside, two outside) and a removable 
thermal liner, but ventilation is limited to two small intake 
vents at the shoulders and two exhaust vents at the lower 
back. Available in sizes S-XXXL.

ALPINESTARS SUPERTOURING GORE-TEX BOOTS 
(alpinestars.com)
Handmade high in the misty mountains of northern Italy 
by tiny elves who subsist on espresso and pixie dust, Alpin-
estars boots are imbued with magic. Almost. They’re really 
made in a modern factory in Croatia, but they’re still pretty 
special. Made with a premium full-grain leather upper 
and a breathable, waterproof Gore-Tex lining, Supertour-
ing boots are made for the long haul. They’re comfortable 
on and off the bike, with instep and Achilles fl ex panels, 
a fl exible yet grippy rubber sole, soft padding around the 

ankles and shift area, and a removable anatomic insole. 
Their CE-certifi ed safety features include toe box, ankle 
and heel protectors, a shin plate and a shift pad. The wide, 
gusseted opening makes it easy to get feet in and out, and 
the upper section secures with hook-and-loop. There’s a 
unique ratcheting buckle closure around the Achilles for 
added security, though loosening the buckle to remove 
the boots requires dexterity. I’ve torture tested these boots 
for thousands of miles in heat, cold and rain and they’ve 
earned a top grade. Available in European sizes 37-48 (U.S. 
sizes 4-12.5) for $399.95.

FLY CONQUEST HELMET (fl yracing.com)
Embarking on a 3-day, 2,500-mile tour test fraught with 
heat, wind, bugs and rain in a helmet you’ve never worn 
before could be a recipe for disaster, or at the very least 
a serious headache. But that’s exactly what I did when 
tagging the four corners of California on the 2016 Yamaha 
FJR1300ES, and the Fly Conquest Helmet proved to be a 
faithful traveling companion. At just $249.95 in matte 
black or $259.95 for the Retro graphic in multiple colors, the 
full-face Conquest fi ts within most budgets, is multiple-
16-hour-days comfortable and packs in premium features. 
Light in weight (3 pounds, 9.2 ounces for Medium) thanks 
to a shell made of Advanced Composite Spectra (said to be 
40-percent stronger than Kevlar), it’s well-ventilated and 
has a dual-density EPS liner, a drop-down sunshield, a 
removable, washable comfort lining and a quick-change, 
anti-fog, anti-scratch, locking face shield. It did everything 
I wanted and nothing that I didn’t. DOT and ECE approved, 
it’s available in XS-XXL (XS-XL in pink).

ankles and shift area, and a removable anatomic insole. 
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HIGHWAY 21 HOOK GLOVES (highway21.com)
Like boots, leather gloves should feel soft and broken-in 
from day one. Highway 21’s Hook Gloves are made of goat 
leather, which makes them softer and more fl exible than 
most cow leather gloves. Goatskin also has a characteristic 
pebble grain, giving the gloves a nice outer texture that 
ages well. Available only in classic black, the Hook gloves 
feature pre-curved fi ngers, reinforced knuckle protectors 
and a dual-density memory foam pad at the heel of the 
palm. They have a medium-length open gauntlet similar 
to work gloves, with hook-and-loop straps at the wrist to 
secure them onto your hands. Available in sizes S-3XL, the 
XL’s fi t my hands perfectly and accommodate my long 
fi ngers without tightness or pressure at the tips. They look 
great on cruisers and classics, and, at $59.95, they’re a steal.

NATIONAL CYCLE V-STREAM WINDSCREEN
(nationalcycle.com)
To improve wind protection on our Yamaha Super Ténéré 
test bike (photo 1), we installed National Cycle’s VStream 
Sport Windscreen (photo 2, $159.95), which is made of 4.5mm 

FMR Hardcoated Lexan Polycarbonate, has a dark tint and 
bolts on with stock hardware in fi ve minutes. Measuring 
16 inches high by 14.75 inches wide, it’s taller and wider 
than stock, and the patented inverted-V shape improves 
airfl ow, offering a quieter ride with less helmet buffeting, 
especially in the highest position. The dark tint, however, 
makes it hard to see through the screen in shady conditions 
or when riding off-road, so we tried out the light-tint Sport/
Tour (photo 3, $169.95, 18.25 x 15.75 inches) and clear Touring 
(photo 4, $179.95, 20.5 x 16.75 inches) versions. Both provided 
more wind protection than the shorter Sport screen, but the 
Touring screen was too big for an ADV bike while the Sport/
Tour screen was just right and the light tint was hardly no-
ticeable. A wide range of motorcycle fi tments are available; 
the website is searchable by year/make/model. 

airfl ow, offering a quieter ride with less helmet buffeting, 
especially in the highest position. The dark tint, however, 

HIGHWAY 21 HOOK GLOVES

NELSON-RIGG CL-2020 GPS TANK BAG
(nelsonrigg.com)
Not all tank bags are created equal. Some, like Nelson-
Rigg’s CL-2020 GPS Tank Bag, stand out for their clever 
design and versatility. The large main compartment, which 
measures 15 x 10 x 8 inches (19.7 liters) and expands to 25.8 
liters, has two interior pockets, two side pockets and a clear 
map pocket on top. Made of ballistic nylon, a stiff front 
panel helps the bag maintain its shape even when empty. 
The coolest feature is an add-on panel that affi xes to the top 
of the tank bag with magnets and has dedicated compart-
ments for a GPS, mobile phone and MP3 player. With clear, 
touch-friendly covers, the large GPS compartment (6.5 x 4.5 
x 1.5 inches) has a stiff hook-and-loop back panel that al-
lows it to lay fl at or be propped up at an easier-to-see angle, 
and the phone pocket holds my iPhone 6S perfectly without 
having to remove its protective case. The CL-2020 has a 
side charging port, adjustable shoulder/backpack strap, 
refl ective piping and a rain cover, and is compatible with 
Nelson-Rigg’s optional hydration bladders ($14.95-$19.95). 
Priced at $129.95 with strap mounts or $139.95 with mag-
netic mounts, it comes with a lifetime warranty.

1 2
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the box-sectioned backbone of the frame. The engine was 
used as a stressed member, with an appropriately strong 
steel skid plate. The swingarm had needle roller bearings 
that were greaseable. Both sidestand and centerstand 
were provided.

The steering head had tapered roller bearings support-
ing a Marzocchi fork, leading to Akront alloy wheel rims 
with Grimeca disc brakes, one on each wheel. Brakes were 
identical front and rear, with nine-inch discs and two-pis-
ton calipers—plus round covers for the discs, which prob-
ably helped a bit in the mud. At the back, Öhlins shock 
absorbers were used. The front wheel was 21 inches, the 
rear, 18 inches, using tube-type tires. The rear wheel could 
be easily removed for repairs, leaving the chain drive and 
brake in place.

On top of all this was a 3.4-gallon gas tank, good for up-
wards of 150 miles depending on how rambunctious the 
throttle user was. The intended use was to go relatively 
slowly, but the thirsty top speed was around 75 mph. An 
old-fashioned ON/OFF/RES tap was used to access the gaso-
line. Above the headlight were the ignition switch, idiot 
lights and a speedometer reading to a realistic 70 mph. 
This was intended as a solo bike, with a longish, comfort-
able saddle, but passenger pegs were included for use in an 
“emergency situation.” The seat was nigh on 35 inches from 
the ground. Middling high bars were wide enough to give 
good leverage in the rough stuff, and the pegs were easy 

to stand up on. A heavy-duty plastic fender over the front 
wheel was mounted high enough that it would never get 
blocked with gumbo mud.

Dry weight was said to be 358 pounds, with a gross al-
lowable weight of 800 pounds. And the carrying capac-
ity? A large plastic gun case at the right rear would carry 
the rider’s rifl e, and two large plastic pannier bags were 
mounted at the front, effectively protecting the rider’s 
knees. Curious thing about the panniers was that the lids 
could be locked, but the panniers themselves could not 
be locked to the bike. And the luggage rack was said to be 
strong enough that a helicopter could come overhead, put 
a hook through the rack, and fl y away.

Here was the ideal dual-purpose bike, virtually inde-
structible, with a (fi guratively speaking) bulletproof en-
gine and reasonable seating. And since the fi nish was a 
combat-ready olive drab, one did not have to worry about 
keeping the paint shiny and the chrome polished.

A 100-page Military Motorcycle Operator’s Manual ac-
companied the bike, along with an 18-piece toolkit and a 
patch kit for inner tubes. Harley did enter into a “seven-year 
same build standard confi rmation” agreement, producing 
the MTs from 1993 to 2000. And then they vanished! With 
no accessible data on how many were built or where they 
went. It is doubtful any ended up with U.S. armed forces.

PS: When Chris is not out riding his MT, it is on display 
at the Santa Maria, California, Harley dealership.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 74

Send check or money order to: Ride Like A Pro, 12702 Split Oak Drive, Hudson, FL 34667    
Florida residents, 7% sales tax must be included when sending check/money order
International customers call toll-free 1-727-819-9200

www.RideLikeAPro.com  
Or call toll free: 1-866-868-7433

BUY ALL 5 FOR $99.80
(domestic 

shipping only)

* * *

Ride Like A Pro DVD
$29.95 (includes S&H) This DVD 
will teach you the 3 motor officer 
techniques for low speed handling 
in less than 4 hours.

Short Cuts DVD
$19.95 (includes S&H)  This DVD 
will give you a quick and easy way 
to sharpen your skills anywhere, 
anytime.

Ride Like A Pro Book
$24.95  (includes S&H) This book 
covers everything you’ll ever need 
to know about riding a heavyweight 
motorcycle.

Surviving the Mean
Streets DVD 
$19.95 (includes S&H) This DVD deals 
with avoiding common motorcycle 
crashes, safe group riding, riding in 
rain, sand, gravel and much more. 

Deal Gap DVD
$19.95 (includes S&H)  This DVD 
will teach you to use the moto 
officer techniques at high speeds on 
winding roads.
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An unusual bike for the Harley brand, but this was back in its heyday 
when the Milwaukee company was booming and expanding in ev-
ery direction. Over in Europe, the NATO countries had asked for a 

motorcycle to be used by the military, and the MT500 and MT350 were the 
result. These were rugged, rudimentary, dual-purpose motorcycles pow-
ered by Austrian-made Rotax engines in an Italian SWM frame, and put 
together with pieces from half-a-dozen members of the European Union. 
Armstrong-CCM Motorcycles in England built a number of these for use by 
troops in the 1982 Falklands War, and in 1987 sold the design and produc-
tion rights to Harley-Davidson.

Apparently Harley thought it would be patriotic to produce this NATO-
approved motorbike in the U.S., and since the company had recently gone 
public and its coffers were bulging, it could well afford this minor expen-
diture—though the fi gure that was paid to Armstrong appears to be top 
secret. At the Pennsylvania factory, a separate production line was set up 
after R&D spent a couple of years improving the 350 version, adding disc 
brakes and an electric starter, though the left-side kickstarter was main-
tained. Electrifying the 500 would have required major frame modifi ca-
tions, so that model was never produced.

Since this was essentially a European bike assembled in the United 
States, Harley did not issue much publicity about it, although HARLEY-
DAVIDSON was writ large on both side covers. To enhance its American-
made aspect, Harley did buy considerable stock in the Canadian Bombar-
dier company, which had bought Rotax.

The single-cylinder Rotax engine (349cc, with a bore of 79.5mm, stroke 
70.4mm) had been 
around for a number 
of years, sporting a 
belt-driven OHC and 
four valves, with the 
MT version having 

        RETROSPECTIVE
HARLEY-DAVIDSON MT350E: 1993 -2000

Words and photos by
CLEMENT SALVADORI 

a compression ratio of 9:1 and a con-
stant-velocity carburetor. This carb 
was a sealed unit, with no adjust-
ments possible, not even the idle mix-
ture. A paper air fi lter kept out the 
worst of the dirt and dust. A well-pro-
tected header pipe wrapped around 
the cylinder and then went on to a 
muffl er on the left side.

Leaded or unleaded gasoline was 
fi ne, with 87 octane recommended. 
Sparking the plug was a CDI ignition, 
with a fl ywheel generator at the end 
of the crankshaft putting out 190 
watts. Harley sensibly felt that the 
electric leg would be an improve-
ment—easily added on to the 350 and 
using a 12-volt, 14-amp/hour battery. 
Power, rated at 30 horses at 8,000 rpm 
and 28 lb-ft of torque at 6,500 rpm, 
went through primary gears to a wet, 
multi-plate clutch (noted for a bit of 
stickiness), and a fi ve-speed, pres-
sure lubricated transmission. First 
gear was very low indeed, at a ratio 
of 1:2.9, good for climbing 60-degree 
slopes. Second gear (1:2.0) was often 
used when starting off. Final drive 
was a 520 O-ring chain.

The Rotax was a dry-sump engine, 
with 0.85 gallon of oil being held in 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 75

YEAR/MODEL: 1996 
HARLEY-DAVIDSON 
MT350E
OWNER: CHRIS 
BACKS, SANTA
MARIA, CALIFORNIA
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