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I have always suspected I was a chump and a loser, but it wasn’t 
until this past week that I realized the full magnitude of my stu-
pidity. For my entire working life, I have paid income taxes—
even when I was making $7,500 a year. As my salary climbed 
over the years, the tax percentage went up and up. Like a 
moron, I paid the full rate. My employers reported my income 
directly to the IRS, so I couldn’t hide a penny of it; as a mere 
working stiff, I couldn’t write off my lunches, my car, my clothes, 
and my hairdresser as business expenses. Pathetic! By failing to 
keep Uncle Sam’s greedy mitts off my earnings, I failed in my fi-
duciary duty to my family and future heirs, and let my taxes be 
wasted on national defense, schools, clean air and water, medical 
research, and programs to keep the old and the poor from starv-
ing. What a schmuck I am!

It gets worse. When I gave modest amounts of money to char-
ity, I stupidly took it out of my own pocket. If I’d been a win-

ner, I would have started the Falk Foundation, bamboozled 
some wealthy social climbers into writing checks, and then taken 
total credit for my generosity while using Other People’s Money. 
When I hired contractors and repairmen, I actually paid them 
the full amount that they billed me, instead of declaring their 
work shoddy and stiffing them. How dumb is that? If I’d been 
really, really smart, I would have borrowed billions, screwed the 
banks and creditors by declaring bankruptcy, and reported a 
loss of $916 million in one year, so I’d never have to pay income 
taxes again, even while I lived like Caligula. Thankfully, there’s 
now hope for losers like me. When Donald Trump Makes Amer-
ica Great Again, we will all get the same tax breaks as billion-
aires, real-estate investors, and corporations, and win so much 
that we get bored of winning. You can tell by studying his life 
how much Mr. Trump cares about the little peo-
ple, even if we’re not geniuses like him. 
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What happened 
With just over a month until Election 
Day, Donald Trump endured one of 
the worst weeks of his presidential 
campaign, with a series of setbacks that 
included a leaked tax return showing he 
once lost nearly $1 billion in a year, an 
angry feud with a former Venezuelan 
beauty queen, and a sharp decline in the 
polls. Three pages of Trump’s 1995 tax 
return, which was anonymously mailed 
to The New York Times, showed that 
Trump declared a $916 million net 
operating loss in 1995—a loss so great 
he could have legally avoided paying 
federal income taxes for the next 18 
years. The Republican nominee didn’t 
deny that he hadn’t paid income taxes during that time, and said 
his deep understanding of the tax laws made him “the only one 
who can fix them.” Hillary Clinton mocked Trump’s surrogates’ 
claim that he was a “genius” for minimizing his tax exposure, say-
ing, “What kind of genius loses a billion dollars in a single year?” 
 
In a series of predawn tweets, Trump took Clinton’s bait from their 
first debate and stepped up his attacks on Alicia Machado, the win-
ner of his 1996 Miss Universe competition. Clinton cited Machado 
in the debate as an example of Trump’s sexism, saying the business-
man called her “Miss Piggy” when she gained weight after winning 
the competition. To get back at Machado for helping the Clinton 
campaign, the Republican nominee tweeted that the former beauty 
queen was “disgusting,” had a shady past, and urged his followers 
to “check out [her] sex tape,” a reference to a racy but nonexplicit 
encounter on a reality TV show. In other developments, Newsweek 
reported that Trump violated the U.S. trade embargo on Cuba in 
1998, and an Associated Press investigation found that he “repeat-
edly demeaned” female staff and contestants on The Apprentice 
with lewd comments about their bodies.
 
Having gone into the first debate almost even with Clinton in the 
RealClearPolitics national poll average, Trump now trails, 48 per-
cent to 44. Clinton also regained or expanded her lead in several 
battleground states, including Pennsylvania (by 4.4 points), Colo-
rado (3.3), and Florida (2.8). Trump 
still leads in Ohio (2.4) and Iowa (5). 

What the editorials said 
Trump always claims his business acu-
men “makes him uniquely qualified to 
fix the country’s problems,” said The 
New York Times. “We can dispense with 
that fiction now.” His $916 million loss, 
which probably stemmed from his ill-
fated entry into the airline business and 
his “disastrous” Atlantic City casino 
empire, represents “an epic failure.” 
If he did use the loss to avoid taxes 
on future income, he wasn’t breaking 
any laws—but he was relying on the 
government to bail him out of “his cata-
strophically bad business decisions.” No 
ordinary taxpayer can expect a massive 
“handout” like that.

Let’s cut the “synthetic shock and 
outrage,” said The Wall Street 
Journal. Every self-employed 
American knows business losses 
are deductible, because the cycle 
of investments and sales “isn’t 
confined to a calendar tax year.” 
Nevertheless, the partial release of 
Trump’s tax returns was “all too 
predictable.” When he refused to 
release his returns, he essentially 
gave an open invitation to hackers 
and leakers to hit him with an 
“October surprise.” 
 
Trump’s “sexist and degrading” 
comments about Machado prove 

yet again that he is unfit for the Oval Office, said the Los Angeles 
Times. Trump is simply “incapable of overlooking a perceived 
slight or moderating his response.” Those are “dangerous qualities 
in a president.”

What the columnists said 
Years ago, I saw Trump’s full tax returns, and they showed that his 
career is “built on sand,” said Trump biographer Timothy O’Brien 
in BloombergView.com. In the 1990s, he overpaid for “almost ev-
erything he bought”—casinos, hotels, yachts, airlines, you name it. 
And the notion he is “financially sophisticated” enough to reform 
our byzantine tax code is laughable: In my interviews with him, 
his eyes glazed over “when complex numbers came into play.” 
He relies on accountants and lawyers. Trump’s promise to “fix” 
the tax code is just another of his brazen lies, said Ruth Marcus in 
The Washington Post. The tax plan he’s released would reduce the 
tax rate for businesses like the Trump Organization to “as low as 
15 percent.” He’s also proposed eliminating the estate tax, which 
would save the beneficiaries of his will an estimated $7 billion. 
 
There’s no scandal in Trump’s tax return, said David Harsanyi 
in TheFederalist.com. Our tax law permits losses to be carried 
forward for years for a good reason: It helps keep job-creating 
businesses afloat. Besides, it’s every American’s “patriotic duty 
to do everything within the bounds of the law to avoid enriching 

a wasteful, bloated, and intrusive 
government.” 
 
With polls showing Clinton regaining 
a comfortable lead, Democratic panic 
is easing, said Ed Kilgore in NYMag 
.com. She’s now essentially “where 
Barack Obama wound up against 
Mitt Romney in 2012.” Clinton is 
also benefiting from “a slow and 
steady decline in the minor-party 
vote,” with Gary Johnson and Jill 
Stein now combining for less than 
10 percent in poll averages. For those 
who are terrified by the prospect of a 
Trump presidency, what this means 
is that “the wolf is still at the door,” 
howling in frustration, and “time’s 
running out for the beast to figure out 
a way to get in.” A

P

Playing catch-up: Trump at a rally this week in Arizona
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A brutal week for Trump
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What next?  
Trump will find the second debate even harder 

than the first, said Paul Waldman in Washington 

Post.com. The Oct. 9 face-off has a town hall 

format, with undecided voters asking most of the 

questions. That setup definitely favors Clinton, 

who has the policy smarts to handle any topic 

thrown at her, and who excels at connecting with 

people one-to-one. Trump, in contrast, rarely talks 

directly to individual voters, and may struggle to 

“communicate with some measure of empathy.” 

The Republican nominee does hold one advan-

tage, said Benjy Sarlin and Alex Seitz-Wald in 

NBCNews.com. After what might have been “the 

worst week in presidential campaign history,” 

people’s expectations for Trump are “on the 

ocean floor.” 



What happened 
Vice presidential candidates Sen. Tim 
Kaine and Gov. Mike Pence sharply 
attacked each other’s running mates in a 
contentious debate in which Kaine called 
Republican Donald Trump “a maniac” 
and Pence parried with scathing critiques 
of Democrat Hillary Clinton. The event 
at Virginia’s Longwood University was 
marred by cross-talk—Kaine frequently 
interrupted the Indiana governor, whose 
controlled demeanor offered a stark 
contrast to his often incendiary running 
mate. The Virginia senator zeroed in on 
Trump’s volatile temperament, saying that as the father of a son in 
the U.S. Marine Corps, “the thought of Donald Trump as com-
mander in chief scares [me] to death.” Kaine condemned the busi-
nessman for questioning President Obama’s citizenship and recited 
a litany of Trump’s insults against women and minority groups. 
Pence met Kaine’s salvos by shaking his head, accusing Democrats 
of running an “insult-driven campaign” before he pivoted to attack 
Clinton. He blasted her use of a private email server as secretary of 
state, and called her “the architect” of a “weak” Obama adminis-
tration foreign policy that had fueled the rise of ISIS. 
 
At times Pence departed from his running mate on policy. When 
Kaine brought up Trump’s frequent praise of Russian President 
Vladimir Putin, the Indiana governor advocated a tougher stance 
against Russia, calling Putin a “small and bullying leader.” Post-
debate polls showed Pence had the best night: 48 percent of voters 
said he won the debate in a CNN/ORC survey, compared with 
42 percent for Kaine. But 58 percent of the respondents said Kaine 
did a better job of defending Clinton, while 35 percent thought 
Pence had done a better job defending Trump.

What the editorials said 
If Trump could make the case for Trump half as well as Pence does, 
he’d “be well on his way to the White House,” said The Wall Street 
Journal. The governor, a former radio talk show host, was cool and 
likable, offering substantive critiques of Clinton’s record and deftly 
dodging Kaine’s attempts to corner him into defending Trump’s 
indefensible rhetoric. Vice presidential debates rarely change a cam-
paign’s course, but if Trump learns from this one, he might stop his 
slide in the polls. If not, “the election will essentially be over.” 

The Trump that Pence talked about 
“does not exist,” said The Washington 
Post. Pence presented the GOP nomi-
nee as “a Reaganesque supporter of 
muscular foreign policy, small govern-
ment, and traditional Christian values.” 
To create that fantasy, Pence waved 
away Trump’s promise to deport mil-
lions of undocumented immigrants and 
his labeling of NATO as obsolete. He 
insisted that Trump would be “strong” 
and counter Russian aggression, side-
stepping the fact that Trump has cozied 
up to the autocratic Putin. “It was as if 

he were defending the running mate he wished he had.”
 
What the columnists said 
Pence didn’t just defeat Kaine, “he also outshined Trump,” said 
Steven Shepard in Politico.com. In our survey of 48 GOP insiders, 
“each and every one” said Pence delivered a better debate perfor-
mance than Trump’s disastrous first encounter with Clinton—and 
many wish they could flip the ticket. Whether Pence moved the 
needle in 2016 remains to be seen. But if Trump loses, the governor 
may have vaulted to the top of the GOP field for 2020.
 
Will Republicans really rally behind someone who has such a 
loose relationship with the truth? asked Jamelle Bouie in Slate.com 
Again and again, Kaine confronted Pence with direct Trump quotes 
in which the Republican nominee called Mexicans “rapists and 
criminals”; described women as “slobs, pigs, dogs, and disgust-
ing”; and said women who have abortions deserve “some form of 
punishment.” Each time, Pence ignored the comments “or denied 
them outright, shaking his head and giving the audience a look of 
smarmy incredulity.” If he “won” this debate, it’s only because “he 
was shameless about denying reality.”
 
“Pence’s denials will be fact-checked all week, and that will hurt 
Trump,” said Jonah Goldberg in NationalReview.com. As for the 
usually affable Kaine, my guess is that the Clinton campaign asked 
him to take one for the team. “He was annoying, smug, conde-
scending, and shrill.” But he got all the Clinton talking points out 
there, likely energizing the Democratic base and keeping Trump’s 
flaws in the news cycle for another week. “In that sense, Kaine 
won—or at least his loss was Hillary’s gain.” 

Kaine struggled to pin Trump’s controversies on Pence.
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Pence bests combative Kaine at veep debate

... and how they were covered  NEWS 5

It wasn’t all bad It was almost a wedding-day disaster: Just hours before 
Ontario bride Jo Du was due to walk down the aisle, the 
zipper broke on her dress. Panicked members of the wed-
ding party rushed to a nearby house to ask for a pair of 
pliers. To their surprise they discovered that the neighbor 

had recently taken 
in a family of Syrian 
refugees, and that the 
father, Ibrahim Halil 
Dudu, had worked as 
a tailor in Aleppo for 
28 years. Halil Dudu 
grabbed his sewing kit 
and quickly repaired 
the dress. “I was so 
happy,” he said. “I 
like to help Canadian 
people from my heart.”

Ella Scott was sitting with her 
dad in a Monterey, Calif., restau-
rant when she noticed a homeless 
man outside. Thinking he must be 
hungry, the 8-year-old took him 
her plate of food. Her dad, Eddie, 
posted a video of the heartwarming 
gesture to Facebook, where it has 
been viewed more than 44 million 
times—including by the homeless 
man’s sister, Roseanne Salkowski. 
Her brother, a veteran with PTSD, 
had disappeared six months earlier, 
and she was overjoyed to discover 
he was still alive. Eddie Scott is 
now working to reunite the siblings. 
“What Ella did,” he said, “has 
touched so many people.”

When a Florida dad in the U.S. 
military found out he was being 
deployed to Afghanistan for 100 
days, his family decided to make the 
holiday season come early. While 
Cathy Clendennin took husband Al 
out for a massage, their three teen-
age children put on costumes for a 
surprise Halloween, followed by a 
three-months-early birthday party 
for their dad. Christmas morning fol-
lowed, with a Thanksgiving turkey 
topping off the weekend. “He felt so 
bad that he didn’t have any presents 
for us,” says Cathy, “but it was 
enough just to all be together.” Halil Dudu at work on Du’s dress



Controversy of the week6 NEWS 

The election: Should Trump revive Bill Clinton’s sex scandals?
Ready for a sleazy “trip back to the ’90s?” said Kevin Drum 
in MotherJones.com. After Donald Trump’s disastrous first 
debate against Hillary Clinton, the Republican nominee 
bragged that he’d shown great restraint in not raising 
“extremely rough” questions about former President 
Bill Clinton’s sex life. Now that he’s trailing in the polls 
with the election only weeks away, Trump has evidently 
changed his mind—and is signaling he’ll go there in the 
next debate. All week, Trump’s media surrogates have 
hammered Hillary for supposedly “enabling” her hus-
band’s past indiscretions and helping him “smear” his 
accusers. In one bizarre and rambling speech this week, 
Trump even suggested that Hillary was not “loyal to Bill,” 
adding, “Why would she be?” This new focus on the 
Clintons’ marriage is “an odd strategic move” for Trump, 
said Michelle Goldberg in Slate.com, given his own his-
tory of proud adultery, womanizing, and sexual harass-
ment. In addition, Hillary has never been more popular 
than she was at the height of the Monica Lewinsky scan-
dal, when she had a 67 percent approval rating from a sympathetic 
public that rightly viewed her as a victim. “It’s hard to imagine jus-
tice quite so poetic” than for a raging misogynist like Trump to lose 
an election while trying to blame a woman for being cheated on.

This is about Hillary’s behavior, not Bill’s, said Mercedes Schlapp 
in WashingtonTimes.com. She has been accused of calling her 
husband’s mistresses “bimbos,” and either helped or stood by as 
her husband’s aides belittled and smeared Lewinsky, Paula Jones, 
Gennifer Flowers, Juanita Broaddrick, et al. The Clintons got 
away with that in the ’90s, said Dylan Matthews in Vox.com, but 
sexual harassment is taken far more seriously today. Millennial 
women who were too young to remember the impeachment saga 

may recoil at the thought of a “president sleeping with a White 
House intern,” and of a first lady whose first instinct was to tell 
friends that the accuser was a “narcissistic loony-tune.” 

Forget Lewinsky, said Daniel Flynn in Spectator.org. Sordid 
though it was, her affair with the president was at least 
consensual. More disturbing are the allegations by multiple 
women that Bill Clinton sexually assaulted them. There is a 
“Bill Cosby quality” to the stories that makes Hillary’s pos-
sible involvement far more troubling, if she knowingly helped 
cover up her husband’s crimes. Yes, but decades have passed 
since all these allegations were made, said Ramesh Ponnuru 
in BloombergView.com. At the time, Trump himself dis-
missed the Lewinsky affair as “totally unimportant,” and 
suggested Clinton should have chosen hotter mistresses. If 
Trump thinks he can hurt Hillary by talking about marital 
infidelity, he will “only get hit with a boomerang.” 

It wouldn’t be the first time that those pointing fingers at 
the Clintons turned out to be hypocrites, said Laura Kipnis in Vox 
.com. During the impeachment hearings, two Republican House 
speakers were forced to step down after they were exposed as 
adulterers; they were replaced by Dennis Hastert, later revealed to 
be “a serial child molester.” How fitting that we should be hearing 
the same fake outrage today from Donald Trump, a thrice-married 
admitted adulterer, and his chief surrogate, Rudolph Giuliani, who 
shocked his second wife by announcing at a press conference he 
was dumping her for another woman. To have these sexist dino-
saurs question Hillary’s feminist credentials is a joke. She’s spent 
decades fighting for reproductive choice, workplace equality, and 
women’s rights worldwide. “You say she should have been nicer to 
the women boffing her husband? I say, get some perspective.”

Only in America

A Utah couple was billed 
by a hospital for the privilege 
of holding their newborn 
baby. Ryan and Lidia Grassley 
were asked by nurses if they 
wanted “skin-to-skin contact” 
after delivery. They were 
shocked to later see a charge 
of $39.35 to cover the “addi-
tional staff” needed to put the 
baby securely in the mother’s 
arms. “It seemed ridiculous,” 
Ryan said.

A Pennsylvania mayor 
refused to resign after post-
ing a series of racist rants 
on his Facebook page. West 
York Mayor Charles Wasko 
pictured President Obama 
alongside a noose, depicted 
his family as orangutans, 
and likened Muslims to dogs. 
Wasko said critics are making 
a fuss to hide corruption. 
“The racist stuff, I admit, I did 
that,” Wasko said. “But it’s just 
a smokescreen to cover up 
what’s really going on.”

Surge in traffic fatalities

Traffic deaths in the U.S. 
spiked 10.4 percent in the first 
half of the year, the National 
Highway Traffic Safety Admin-
istration (NHTSA) announced 
this week, raising fresh con-
cerns that drivers are being 
distracted by their smart-
phones and other in-car gad-
gets. The sharp increase fol-
lows a surprising 7.2 percent 
uptick in fatalities in 2015—a 
rise officials attributed partly 
to lower gas prices and to the 
improving economy, both of 
which have allowed people 
to do more driving. But the 
latest rise far outpaces the 
3.3 percent increase in miles 
traveled on American roads 
from January to June. The 
surge in deaths has increased 
pressure on carmakers to de-
velop autonomous features, 
like automated braking. “We 
have an immediate crisis on 
our hands,” said NHTSA head 
Mark Rosekind.

Bartering, after a restaurant in Australia offered free hamburgers 
for life to any customer willing to get a life-size tattoo of one of 
their signature burgers permanently inked to their skin. “To date, 
we’ve had over 3,000 applicants,” said Café 51’s Steve Agi.

Bill Gates, who was No. 1 in Forbes magazine’s annual ranking 
of the country’s 400 richest citizens for the 23rd consecutive year. 
The Microsoft founder has a net worth of $81 billion. Donald 
Trump dropped 35 spots to 156, behind 14 immigrants.

Dirty tricks, after Iran’s news agency reported that a mystery 
assassin in Iraq slipped poison into ISIS leader Abu Bakr al- 
Baghdadi’s hummus, leaving him and three aides desperately ill. 

Southern Californians, who were put on edge for days when a 
swarm of small tremors prompted scientists to warn of an elevated 
risk of a major earthquake on the San Andreas fault. The alert was 
called off when the tremors stopped.

Creepy clown sightings, after internet-fueled reports of people 
in clown costumes menacing children and women swept through at 
least six states, and caused near riots at Penn State University and 
several other colleges. Police said their investigations have found 
that the rumored clown sightings are bogus. 

October surprises, after WikiLeaks founder Julian Assange 
called a press conference to announce bombshell revelations that 
would “devastate” Hillary Clinton’s presidential bid, and then said 
he wasn’t ready to reveal anything yet and asked for donations. 
One disappointed Trump backer said he’d been “wikirolled.”

Good week for:

Bad week for:
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The U.S. at a glance ... NEWS 7

Washington, D.C. 
Supreme Court stalls: A short-handed 
Supreme Court has chosen to steer clear 
of ideologically divisive issues in the new 
term that opened this week, so far sched-
uling only nuts-and-bolts cases on issues 
like copyright, antitrust, and insider trad-
ing. With Senate Republicans refusing to 
consider President Obama’s nomination 
of Merrick Garland as the late Justice 
Antonin Scalia’s replacement, the court’s 
eight justices have deadlocked 4-4 on 
a number of controversial issues since 
Scalia passed away in February. They are 
now looking to delay other contentious 
decisions until after the November elec-
tion, when a new president might choose 
another nominee. The justices have 
already dealt a blow to President Obama’s 
immigration proposal—turning down 
the administration’s request to rehear the 
case, which they deadlocked on in June. 
That let stand a lower-court ruling block-
ing Obama’s plan to exempt millions of 
illegal immigrants from deportation.

Woodbury, N.Y. 
Trump Foundation trouble: New York 
Attorney General Eric Schneiderman this 
week ordered Donald Trump’s chari-
table foundation to immediately stop 
collecting donations in the state, saying 
the organization lacked the proper fund-
raising certification under New York 
law. Schneiderman said that since 2009 
the foundation has raised more than 
$25,000 a year from outside donors—
the threshold at which nonprofits are 
required to register and file audited 
financial statements—but had failed to 
get certified or provide these documents. 
Schneiderman, who is a Democrat and 
has endorsed Trump’s rival Hillary 
Clinton, is conducting a wider inves-
tigation into allegations that Trump 
violated “self-dealing” charity laws, after 
it emerged the real estate mogul had 
used Trump Foundation money to buy 
portraits of himself and settle lawsuits 
involving his for-profit businesses. 

Flint, Mich. 
Obamacare attack: Bill Clinton commit-
ted an awkward gaffe while on the stump 
for his wife, Democratic presidential 

nominee Hillary 
Clinton, this 
week, attacking 
President Obama’s 
signature health-
care policy as 
“the craziest thing 
in the world,” 
before quickly 
walking back his 

remarks. Speaking at a Democratic rally 
in Flint, Mich., the former president said 
the Affordable Care Act had flooded the 
health-care insurance market with new 
customers and inflated premiums for 
middle-class Americans. “So you’ve got 
this crazy system where all of a sudden 
25 million more people have health care 
and then the people who are out there 
busting it, sometimes 60 hours a 
week, wind up with their premi-
ums doubled and their coverage 
cut in half.” As Republicans 
pounced on the criticism, 
Clinton tried to clarify his 
remarks. Obamacare had 
done “a world of good,” he 
said, but everyone— including 
Obama—knows it needs 
“improvements.”  

Brentwood, N.Y. 
Gang murders: The badly beaten bodies 
of four teenagers from the same school in 
Brentwood, N.Y., 
were discovered 
in the past month, 
all of them 
be lieved to be 
victims of a vio-
lent gang that has 
plagued the heav-
ily Hispanic Long 
Island town for 
several years. The remains of Brentwood 
High School students Oscar Acosta, 19, 
and Miguel Garcia-Moran, 15, were 
found in the woods near a psychiatric 
hospital in late September, a week after 
the battered bodies of two other students, 
Nisa Mickens, 15, and Kayla Cuevas, 16, 
were discovered near a local elementary 
school. Police officials say all four homi-
cides are likely the work of MS-13, a 

transnational gang with roots in 
Los Angeles and El Salvador that 

has been linked to extortion, 
prostitution, and drug dealing, 

and which is accused of terroriz-
ing residents and bullying students 
in the town. “They don’t play 

around,” said one teenager. “If they 
don’t like you and if you do something 
to them, they will come after you.” 

Sunnyvale, Calif. 
Email surveillance: Yahoo secretly built 

a software 
program 
last year 
that scanned 
customers’ 
incoming 
emails on 
behalf of U.S. 
intelligence 
agencies, 

Reuters reported this week. The tech com-
pany searched the messages for a specific 
string of characters—not revealed in the 
Reuters report—following a request by 
the government. Yahoo CEO Marissa 
Mayer made the final decision to comply 
with the directive, sources said, and that 
decision apparently angered several high-
level executives. Documents leaked by 
former NSA contractor Edward Snowden 
showed that U.S. telecom firms had previ-
ously handed over bulk customer data to 
the NSA, but this is the first known case 
of a company creating software that pro-
actively scans its own traffic in real time 
for intelligence officials. It is not known 
whether other internet companies had 
received or complied with similar orders.

Hoboken, N.J. 
Deadly train crash: Investigators recov-
ered two devices this week from the 
wreckage of 
a commuter 
train that had 
slammed into 
the Hoboken 
Terminal days 
before, killing 
one person and 
injuring more 
than 100. 
Fabiola Bittar de Kroon, 34, died when 
the morning rush-hour train plowed 
through a barrier and smashed into a 
wall—causing the terminal’s ceiling to 
collapse and sending debris raining down 
on the platform where she stood. The 
train’s engineer, Thomas Gallagher, told 
investigators that he cannot remember 
the accident itself, but recalls blowing the 
horn, ringing the bell, and checking the 
speedometer—which he says clocked 
10 miles per hour when he entered the 
station. The Associated Press reported 
that the train was traveling two to three 
times the 10 mph speed limit, while wit-
nesses said the train was going so fast it 
became airborne after hitting concrete 
blocks at the end of the platform. A
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St. Petersburg, Russia
Drugging diplomats: As U.S.-Russian relations sour, American 
diplomats in Russia are being harassed in increasingly bizarre and 
creepy ways. Two diplomats, a man and a woman, were slipped a 
“date rape” drug while attending a U.N. anti-corruption confer-
ence in St. Petersburg last year and had to get medical treatment, 
American officials revealed this week. U.S. officials in Russia have 
also reported nocturnal break-ins in which their furniture was 
rearranged and lights left on and water running, and have even 
found human excrement on the floor. Traffic police frequently pull 
over diplomats, and they are openly followed on the streets. Russia 
shrugged off the reports. A Foreign Ministry spokeswoman, Maria 
Zakharova, said, “The more the U.S. da mages relations, the harder 
it will be for U.S. diplomats to work in Russia.”

Budapest
Refugees not wanted: Heeding an 
opposition call, most Hungarians 
boycotted a referendum held 
this week on whether to keep out 
asylum seekers. Prime Minister Viktor 
Orban scheduled the vote to protest a European 
Union refugee resettlement plan that would 
require Hungary, a nation of 10 million, to take 
in 1,294 refugees, mostly Syrians fleeing war. Orban’s government 
spent some $56 million on a campaign linking immigrants to sex-
ual assault cases and terrorism—“Did you know the Paris attacks 
were committed by immigrants?” asked one poster. While 98 per-
cent of those who voted supported Orban’s bid to reject the plan, 
the turnout, 43 percent, fell below the 50 percent needed for the 
vote to be valid. Orban declared victory anyway, even though the 
referendum was purely symbolic, since Hungary cannot legally 
opt out of the EU’s quota system.

Port-au-Prince, Haiti
Matthew hits hard: Hurricane Matthew slammed into Haiti this 
week, flooding villages and ripping off roofs in a country where 
tens of thousands are still living in tents and makeshift shelters 
because of the destruction from the 2010 earthquake. At least 
11 people were killed—including at least four in the neighboring 
Dominican Republic—although the true toll in Haiti was initially 
unknown because roads were impassable, bridges were washed 

away, and phone communica-
tions were down. The hurricane’s 
worst effects may be yet to come. 
“Cholera’s endemic in the country 
now,” said Joanna Cherry, chief 
medical officer at a hospital in 
Port-au-Prince. “We’re looking at 
a potential humanitarian disaster 
just from the infectious disease 
outbreak that could come from 
this volume of water.” 

Poza Rica, Mexico
Cartels vs. priests: Mexico is reeling from a rash 
of abductions and killings of priests, presumably 
by drug cartels. Three priests were killed last 
week in two cities, two of them abducted from 
their church and one from his home, adding to 
the more than two dozen clerics murdered in 
the past decade. Mexico has now supplanted 
Colombia as the most dangerous place to be a 
priest. “Priests find themselves in problems when 
they refuse to provide a service to drug traffickers, like a baptism,” 
said Rev. José Luis Segura Barragan, an anti-cartel priest.

Paris
U.N. climate pact goes live: The international Paris climate 
accord to slash greenhouse gas emissions can now officially go 
into force, ahead of schedule. Adopted by 190 countries last year 
in Paris, the pact was designed to take effect after being ratified 
by at least 55 countries, representing 55 percent of global emis-
sions. The United States and China, the world’s largest emit-
ters, ratified the deal in September, while the EU and India, the 
third- and fourth-largest, did so this week, putting the treaty over 
the threshold. It took eight years for the Kyoto protocol to be 
ratified. The agreement will be binding 30 days after the EU sig-
nature and is meant to stop the planet from warming more than 
2 degrees Celsius above preindustrial levels. Scientists now say the 
cuts countries agreed to will not achieve that goal. 

Warsaw
March for abortion rights: After 
tens of thousands of women pro-
tested in cities across Poland this 
week, the government backed 
away from its proposal to ban all 
abortions. The “Black Monday” 
protests in Warsaw, Gdansk, 
Wroclaw, and elsewhere drew 
women wearing black in symbolic 

mourning for the loss of their rights. Abortion is already illegal 
in almost all circumstances—allowed only if the fetus is severely 
damaged, the mother’s life is at risk, or conception occurred 
through rape or incest. Under the law that was being considered 
by the ruling Law and Justice party, both the woman seeking 
an abortion and her doctor would have gone to jail. Science 
Minister Jaroslaw Gowin said the protests “caused us to think 
and taught us humility.” 
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Moscow 
Nuke treaty dead: Citing Washington’s “unfriendly 
actions,” Russia announced this week that it was scrap-
ping an agreement struck with the U.S. in 2000 to decom-
mission its extra weapons-grade plutonium. The accord 
requires the two countries to each dispose of 34 tons of 
material, enough for some 17,000 nuclear warheads. 
Neither has yet done so, although Russia has built a plant 
for that purpose. Russian President Vladimir Putin said 
he would rejoin the treaty only if the U.S. cancels all sanc-
tions against his country and cuts its military presence in NATO 
countries near Russia’s border. “This is probably the lowest point 
we’ve seen in U.S.-Russian relations since the Soviet invasion 
of Afghanistan in 1979,” said Brian Katulis of the Center for 
American Progress.

Sanaa, Yemen 
Children starving: War-torn Yemen is now descending into fam-
ine. Half of the country’s 28 million people don’t have enough 
to eat, according to the U.N., and hundreds of thousands of 
malnourished children are at risk of starving to death in rebel-
held areas. The Saudi-led, U.S.-backed coalition that supports the 
Yemeni government has been blockading ports that serve areas 

held by Iran-backed Houthi rebels. 
Hospitals in those areas have run 
out of medicine needed to tend to 
the skeletal children that parents are 
bringing in. Now the Yemeni gov-
ernment has closed the central bank 
in Sanaa, saying it was facilitating 
payments to Houthi fighters, and 
more than 1 million Yemenis will be 
unable to get money to buy food. 

Aleppo, Syria 
Talks end: The U.S. broke off peace talks over Syria with Russia 
this week as Russian and Syrian regime forces continued their 
unrelenting bombardment of rebel-held east-
ern Aleppo. Secretary of State John Kerry 
condemned Russia for rejecting diplomacy 
to instead “pursue a military victory over the 
broken bodies, the bombed-out hospitals, the 
traumatized children of a long-suffering land.” 
Russia is using cluster bombs, bunker busters, 
incendiary munitions, and thermobaric bombs, 
which scatter explosive particles that then deto-
nate, igniting the air. Hundreds of civilians have 
been killed in the past week. Some 275,000 
civilians—including 100,000  children—are 
trapped in the area being bombed, and they are 
nearly out of food and water. 

Ankara 
Erdogan gets tougher: Turkey has 
extended the state of emergency declared 
after July’s failed coup attempt for another 
three months, allowing President Recep 
Tayyip Erdogan to continue to rule by 
decree. Since the coup attempt, which 
Erdogan blamed on the U.S.-based 
Turkish Muslim cleric Fethullah Gulen, 
Turkey’s government has fired thousands 

of police, teachers, professors, and bureaucrats; arrested hundreds 
of top military officers; seized businesses totaling billions of dol-
lars; and closed down much of the country’s independent media. 
Erdogan said this week that the state of emergency could last 
more than a year, because “this state needs time to be purged of 
these terrorist organizations’ extensions.”

Manila 
Hitler as role model: Philippine President Rodrigo 

Duterte compared himself to Adolf Hitler and said 
he’d be “happy to slaughter’’ millions of drug 

addicts the same way Hitler tried to eliminate 
Jews. At a press conference last week, Duterte 

addressed international critics who’ve con-
demned his encouragement of extrajudicial 

killings of drug dealers and drug users by police and vigilantes. 
“Hitler massacred 3 million Jews,” Duterte said, misrepresenting 
the actual toll of 6 million. “There’s 3 million drug addicts. I’d be 
happy to slaughter them.” He later complained that the U.S. was 
refusing to sell weapons to his regime, and said President Obama 
“can go to hell.” Duterte also threatened to “break up’’ with the 
U.S. and go to Russia and China to buy arms.

Mandhole, Pakistan 
Kashmir reignites: India announced last week that it had carried 
out “surgical strikes” on terrorist bases inside Pakistani-controlled 
Kashmir, in retaliation for an attack on an Indian army base that 
killed 19 soldiers last month. Officials said troops sneaked across 
the highly militarized Line of Control that divides Pakistani- and 
Indian-administered parts of Kashmir and inflicted “significant 
casualties” on the militants. In Pakistan, Prime Minister Nawaz 
Sharif condemned the “unprovoked and naked aggression of 
Indian forces,” saying it had resulted in the death of at least 
two Pakistani soldiers. The two nuclear-armed neighbors have 
fought four wars and have each long laid claim to the disputed 
Kashmir region. Last week, Pakistani Defense Minister Khawaja 
Muhammad Asif warned that his country’s nuclear weapons were 
“not just showpieces.” 
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Grant’s love of the spotlight
Hugh Grant has always been an attention seeker, 
said Lynn Hirschberg in W magazine. At his 
all-boys school in London, Grant relished play-
ing the girls’ parts in all the school productions. 
“I wore charming little frocks. In The Sound of 
Music, I was a von Trapp daughter in a white 
dress with a blue satin sash, and my line was 
‘I’m Brigitta. I’m 12, and all I want is a good 
time.’ I got a laugh. And I was so delighted, I 

laughed, too. Sadly, that’s a problem I still have—on stage, I laugh 
hysterically at how funny I am.” Grant continued acting at Oxford 
University, and when a local director asked him to star in a movie, 
the floppy-haired Brit didn’t hesitate. “He told me I’d get to kiss 
Victoria Studd, this hot girl at Oxford. So I said OK.” He achieved 
Hollywood stardom soon after with Four Weddings and a Funeral, 
but decided to stay in London. “I don’t hate L.A., but I’m nervous 
about becoming one of those people who has a ferocious interest 
in how films did at the box office and, you know, would want 
to meet for egg-white omelets in the morning. After a few weeks 
of living there, I realized I was going native. I remember being 
tempted to not actually phone people myself but have my assistant 
say, ‘Hi, I’ve got Hugh Grant for you.’ At that point, you know 
you’ve got to get out.” 

Surviving the Brussels bombing
Nidhi Chaphekar’s face is famous—for all the wrong reasons, said 
Vidhi Doshi in The Guardian (U.K.). In March, the 41-year-old 
Indian cabin-crew manager was in Zaventem airport in Brussels 
when a suicide bomber blew himself up. Chaphekar was blown 
across the room, her clothes were partly torn off by the blast, 
her shoe melted onto her foot, and her face was covered in dust 
and blood. A man picked her up and put her on a chair—which 
is where she was sitting, stunned, when a photographer took her 
picture. Chaphekar spent the next 22 days in a medically induced 
coma, while surgeons removed shards of metal fro m all over her 
body and grafted skin onto her burned hands and face. When she 
woke up, her image had gone viral. “So many pictures were taken 
on that day, but somehow only mine was circulated, as it showed 
everything—the circumstances, the panic, the trauma.” At first, 
Chaphekar was upset. “This picture should have been blurred, 
cropped. Some media people put it on the front page. I was wor-
ried somebody would say [to my children]: ‘Look at your mum, 
don’t you feel ashamed?’” But people had the opposite response. 
“Everybody said: ‘Your mum is so brave. She’s like a tigress.’”

Shailene Woodley is a hippie to the core, said Natalie Evans-Harding 
in Net-a-Porter.com’s The Edit. The young actress likes to gather her 
own springwater from the mountains every month, eats ants and 
other insects, and makes her own medicines. She inherited her 
outlook from her mom and dad, who had a highly unconventional 
approach to parenting. “My family is super f---ed up in many ways, 
but they are my everything,” says the Divergent star. Her dad, a 
psychologist, and her mom, a counselor, had a  revolving-door pol-
icy at home for their clients. So, teenage runaways or families flee-
ing domestic violence would regularly stay over at the Woodleys’ 
house, or even go on vacation with them. “I came home to things 
that weren’t great,” Woodley says. She often found her folks’ par-
enting style infuriating. When she fought with her brother, they 
were made to hug it out for hours on the front lawn in front of 
their neighbors. “The whole time you’re just seething, but if you 
let go you have to stay there for an extra hour. That was the kind 
of reverse, manipulative psychology my parents were into!” Today, 
she’s grateful for her parents’ insistence that she always think of 
how other people feel first. But at the time? “Oh, I hated it.” 
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Woodley’s eccentric family

Kim Kardashian’s social media obses-
sion backfired on her this week, when 

armed robbers invaded her Paris 
apartment, held her at gunpoint, and 
made off with more than $10 million 
in jewelry—including a massive, 
20-carat diamond ring she’d flashed 
days before on Instagram. Authori-
ties said that five men dressed as 
police officers rushed into the 
exclusive complex in the early hours 
of the morning, overpowered the 
concierge and forced him to open 
Kardashian’s apartment. Two thieves 

burst into the reality star’s bedroom, 
held a gun to her head, and took the 
$4.5 million diamond ring given to her 

by husband Kanye West and a box of jewel-
ry worth $6.5 million. They then tied her up 
with packing tape, put her in the bathtub, 
and locked the bathroom door. A spokes-
woman said that Kardashian—who was in 
Paris for Fashion Week but left by private 
jet soon after the heist—was “badly shaken 
but physically unharmed.” French police 
said Kardashian’s jewelry “had been seen 
and noticed via social media, and it was 
these goods that the attackers targeted.” 

Brad Pitt and Angelina Jolie have struck 
a temporary child-custody agreement, an 
early legal step in their contentious divorce. 
Lawyers for the couple worked out a deal 
with the Los Angeles County Department of 
Children and Family Services, under which 
Jolie, 41, gets full custody of the couple’s 
six children until Oct. 20. Pitt, 52, will have 

visitation rights. Sources told the Associ-
ated Press that his first visit will “be moni-
tored by a therapist.” The actor also has to 
submit to random drug and alcohol testing, 
and both parents must undergo individual 
and family counseling. 

Lindsay Lohan is recovering from surgery 
to reattach part of her left-hand ring finger 
after a gruesome boating accident, EOnline 
.com reports. The actress tweeted that she 
was hoisting anchor after a day spent relax-
ing off the Turkish coast when she became 
entangled in the rope, which “ripped off” 
the top of her finger. Her friends found the 
missing chunk of her digit on the boat’s 
deck and rushed her to the hospital. Lohan 
posted a photo of herself online soon after 
the reattachment operation, with the cap-
tion, “One-handed  selfie.”
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What are the main problems?  
Insurers are pulling out, premiums are 
rising, and many customers are being 
left with little or no choice of insurance 
plans. When it was passed in 2010, 
President Obama and congressional 
Democrats hoped the Affordable Care 
Act would provide uninsured Americans 
with private health-care coverage 
similar to employer-sponsored plans, 
with federal subsidies making premi-
ums affordable for nearly everyone. 
But many of the biggest providers—
including Aetna, UnitedHealth, and 
Humana—started out with low premi-
ums to attract customers, and have lost 
so much money on the program that they’re pulling out of most of 
the state health-care exchanges. Only 12.7 million people enrolled 
on the program’s online exchanges this year—8.3 million fewer 
than originally forecast. As many as 19 percent of customers will 
have access to only one insurer next year. Premiums will rise by an 
average of 10 percent in 2017, and as much as 57 percent in some 
areas. “Obamacare is unraveling,” says Republican Sen. Lamar 
Alexander. “There’s no excuse for having a failing insurance mar-
ket where taxpayers are paying most of the bill.”

What’s going wrong?  
Not enough younger, healthy people are signing up. The Afford-
able Care Act had two main provisions: the expansion of Medi-
caid to include more low-income families and the “individual 
mandate,” which requires those without insurance to buy cover-
age. The Medicaid expansion has provided 9 million poor people 
with free insurance, a figure that would be considerably higher 
had 19 Republican-controlled states not refused to participate in 
the expansion. But the individual mandate has proved less suc-
cessful. Under the ACA, insurers can no longer refuse to cover 
 customers—or charge them exorbitant 
 premiums—because they have a pre-
existing medical condition. An individual 
with an income under $47,000 and a 
family of four making less than $97,200 
qualify for graduated federal subsidies. 
Those who refuse to buy coverage must 
pay a fine of $695, or 2.5 percent of 
their salaries, whichever is higher. But 
premiums and deductibles can run into 
thousands of dollars a year, even with 
 subsidies—and a lot of young, healthy 
people are opting for the fine rather than 
the insurance. 

What effect is that having? 
Without the revenue from the “young 
invincibles,” who generally don’t con-
sume a lot of expensive medical care, the 
insurers cannot cover the medical costs 
of their older, sicker customers. For the 
system to work, 18- to 34-year-olds need 
to account for 35 percent of enrollees; 
currently, they make up only 28 percent. 
Another reason for that shortfall is that, 

to the surprise of Obamacare archi-
tects, very few small businesses decided 
to drop coverage and push their work-
ers onto the exchanges. The bottom 
line: Insurers must either raise their 
premiums, or leave the exchanges. 
Many are choosing the latter, and the 
only providers who are profiting are 
those offering stripped-back coverage, 
with deductibles of $5,000 or more 
and very restricted lists of eligible 
doctors and hospitals. “We’re seeing 
the start of the ‘Medicaid-ization’ 
of exchange plans,” says Michael 
Adelberg, a health-policy specialist. 
“Narrow networks with no frills.”

Have any parts of Obamacare worked? 
Yes. Its biggest success has been in providing insurance to more 
than 20 million Americans who lacked it. The uninsured rate has 
fallen from 16 percent in 2011 to about 9 percent today. Although 
premiums on the exchanges are rising, they’re still an average 
of $600 a year below what they were originally projected to be. 
People who already have insurance are benefiting, too: Health-
care costs are rising at record-low rates, in part thanks to ACA 
cost-control provisions, including one that rewards hospitals for 
successful treatment and punishes them financially for readmit-
ting patients. Overall, federal government spending on health care 
was $2.6 trillion less last year than it was projected to be before 
Obamacare, even with 20 million additional people in the system. 
As a result of these cost savings, premiums on employer-sponsored 
plans are rising by only about 4 percent a year, down from 10 per-
cent before the legislation came into effect.

How can Obamacare be improved? 
More young, healthy people will have to sign up. Congress could 

provide incentives by amending the 
law to impose higher penalties and 
provide larger subsidies, as well to 
tighten the rules to prevent people 
from signing up the moment they 
get sick. Some health-care experts 
advocate embracing the “narrow net-
work” strategy, to offer young people 
the option of cheaper, bare-bones 
coverage to protect them in the event 
of an accident or serious illness. But 
any fix will require the approval 
of congressional Republicans, 
who have been fiercely opposed to 
Obamacare since its inception and 
are committed to seeing it die. As 
long as the GOP controls at least 
one branch of government, the party 
will block any attempts to make it 
work better. “I remember the vic-
tory dance [Democrats] performed 
after passing Obamacare without a 
single Republican vote,” says GOP 
Sen. John McCain. “Now the chick-
ens have come home to roost.”

Briefing NEWS 11

‘Navigators’ working with people who want to sign up

Why Obamacare is struggling
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The Republican alternative 
Congressional Republicans have tried to repeal 
Obamacare more than 60 times, yet they have 
never provided a detailed proposal for a replace-
ment. The closest they’ve come is a rough outline 
of a plan unveiled by House Speaker Paul Ryan 
in June. The main provisions are eliminating the 
individual mandate, replacing subsidies with tax 
credits not linked to income (so that the poor can 
get them), and continuing the ban on insurers 
discriminating against people with preexisting 
conditions—but only if they maintain continuous 
coverage. For sick people without coverage, Ryan 
would create high-risk pools whose expensive 
premiums individual states could subsidize. The 
GOP proposal is very fuzzy on the details, with no 
estimates for cost, how generous the tax credits 
would be, or—crucially—how many people would 
be forced off Medicaid or subsidized policies. 
“The hard part for Republicans is going to be 
the millions of people who did not have cover-
age before who now have coverage,” says Bill 
Hoagland from the Bipartisan Policy Center. “I 
think that’s going to be a difficult row to hoe.” 

Three years after it became law, the Affordable Care Act is facing a litany of problems. How serious are they? 
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A British dog rescued an 
elderly woman’s prosthetic 
leg as it floated away at the 
beach. John Dooner was 
strolling along a Welsh beach 
with his German short-haired 
pointer, Gertie, when a dis-
tressed man ran up and said 
his wife’s artificial leg had 
been carried away by a freak 
wave. Knowing that Gertie 
loved to play fetch, Dooner 
threw a stone toward the 
floating plastic limb. The dog 
dove into the rough surf and 
paddled back with the leg in 
her mouth. “The woman was 
delighted,” said Dooner, “and 
Gertie is getting a big bone as 
a reward.”

A trash-talking spectator 
out-putted the pros at golf’s 
Ryder Cup last week. Team 
Europe’s Andy 
Sullivan and Rory 
McIlroy were strug-
gling to make a tricky 
12-footer during a prac-
tice round in Minne-
sota when fan David 
Johnson shouted 
that he could easily 
sink the shot. European 
player Henrik Stenson 
pulled the heckler from the 
crowd and challenged him 
to do just that. “I closed my 
eyes, swallowed my puke, 
and hit the putt,” said John-
son. The ball went in the hole 
as the crowd roared, and 
Johnson got high-fives from 
the pros. “He’s the man of 
the hour, the day, the week,” 
Stenson said.

Residents of the Japanese 
city of Osaka no longer have 
to hold their noses when a 
sewage truck drives by—
because the vehicles now 
smell of chocolate. The trucks 
suck up waste from septic 
tanks around the city and 
are famed for their stench. 
So sanitation companies 
recently decided to infuse the 
vehicles’ lubricating oil with a 
powerful chocolate-smelling 
deodorizer. Most Osakans 
are happy, although some 
complained about the choice 
of scent. “Why did they have 
to use the smell of something 
brown?” asked one.

It must be true...
I read it in the tabloids

Gary Johnson does not deserve your vote, said Derek Thompson. The 
amiable Libertarian is getting about 18 percent of the Millennial vote 
in national polls, which is no surprise considering Johnson’s rumpled, 
 Sanders-esque authenticity and signature policy—“leave people alone, 
and let them smoke pot.” But do young people know Johnson would 
eliminate federal college loans and boot them off their parents’ health 
plans? Or that his tax policies and economic ideas are radically right-
wing—the very opposite of Sanders’ positions? Johnson would replace 
the federal income tax with a consumption tax, thereby shifting the tax 
burden from the 1 percent to the middle class and the poor. He would 
also repeal Obamacare and “cut Medicare and Medicaid by 40 per-
cent.” Even nuttier are his proposals to eliminate the Federal Reserve 
and forbid the federal government from running deficits—taking away 
the government’s ability to moderate recessions. On foreign policy, John-
son is breathtakingly ignorant; last week, he drew a total blank when 
asked to name a single foreign leader. Given Americans’ disillusionment 
with the two major-party nominees, “2016 is theoretically the perfect 
year for a third-party candidate.” But, “no, not Gary Johnson.”

Princeton University has banned sexist language such as “fireman,” 
“chairman,” and “mankind” from all campus documents, said John 
Leo. The editors of The Daily Princetonian were upset, calling the edict 
a step toward “Orwellian restriction of language and speech.” But this is 
just reactionary resistance to the new world order. To avoid condemna-
tion, I will no longer use inflammatory words such as “handyman” or 
“henchman” and will switch to “henchindividual” or perhaps “persons 
of hench.” If someone falls off a boat, it is no longer proper to shout 
“Man overboard!” You can’t even shout “Person overboard!” because 
“that could be taken as a subtle rejection of the falling person’s private 
gender choice.” There are, as we all now know, up to 32 non-binary 
gender identities, so we could hold a quick poll of people on the boat 
to determine which of these to call out. Committing a gender gaffe dur-
ing the rescue would be “non-inclusive” and “microaggressive,” and 
cause trauma for the person in the water. It would also forever mark the 
people on board the boat as shameful oppressors. “So it might be best to 
let the individual drown and get the gender right later, at the autopsy.”

If only Joe Biden were running for president, he’d be beating Donald 
Trump by more than 10 points. I’ve heard many wistful Democrats 
express that sentiment, said Isaac Chotiner, and while it’s true Biden is 
a more natural politician than Hillary Clinton, it would be “absurd” 
to make him “the most powerful person on Earth.” It’s easy to like the 
affable “Uncle Joe” figure who chats up regular folks, tells the same 
cornball stories over and over, and gets all choked up or indignant dur-
ing speeches. But there’s another Biden: a self-serving, “calculating poli-
tician” who’s spent decades shading the truth and playing power games 
in Washington. Back in the 1980s, when the then Delaware senator was 
eager to become president, he got caught plagiarizing several speeches; 
he even presented entire chunks of British politician Neil Kinnock’s life 
story as his own. More recently, Biden leaked his son’s deathbed words, 
quoting him as urging his dad to run for president. Biden prides himself 
on his foreign policy expertise, yet he opposed the Gulf War, supported 
the Iraq invasion, and opposed the surge. The adulation Biden now 
receives from Democrats is “undeserved,” and “it is far from a tragedy 
that he will never be president, even if he is a heckuva guy.”

Why Johnson 
is Sanders’
opposite
Derek Thompson

TheAtlantic.com

The other
side of
Joe Biden
Isaac Chotiner

Slate.com

Cleansing
speech 
of sexism
John Leo

City-Journal.org

“If you’re a middle-aged woman who had to scrape and claw your way through 
a sexist society and workplace to make a career for yourself, who knows what 

it’s like to have to work twice as hard as other people to succeed, Hillary Clinton’s dogged persistence 
can be inspiring—because you can find your story in hers. But young people don’t find their story 
there. Bernie Sanders was able to tell young people a story within which they could situate them-
selves: This revolution we’re creating together will sweep out the old corrupt order and bring about a 
new, more humane one. It was inspiring. For Clinton, governing is a tough slog, at the end of which  
you will have made progress in improving people’s lives.” Paul Waldman in TheWeek.com 

Viewpoint
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Best columns: Europe14 NEWS

UNITED KINGDOM
Having armed police patrol our churches is “a vic-
tory for the terrorists,” said Stephen Glover. I was 
appalled at photos last week of “police bristling 
with weapons (rifles, pistols, and Tasers) at the 
very door of Canterbury Cathedral—the mother 
church of the Anglican Communion. The police 
presence might have been justified had there been 
a specific terrorist threat against the building, 
where in 1170 Archbishop Thomas Becket was 
“famously slaughtered by four unruly knights” 
after King Henry II asked to be “rid” of the priest. 
But authorities insisted there was no threat, that 
they were just making a show of force. “What is 

the point?” The U.K. has dozens of cathedrals and 
thousands of churches, so it cannot make us safer 
to have just a few of them guarded—and surely 
nobody wants armed patrols at every church any-
way. Britain has faced terrorism before, during 
the long insurgency by the Irish Republican Army, 
and we responded not by deploying armed police 
everywhere, but with a few sensible measures like 
removing trash cans from train stations where 
bombs could be hidden. The IRA was “con-
fronted, and in the end beaten, without our play-
ing the terrorists’ game.” Surely we can meet the 
threat from jihadist terrorism with equal fortitude.

Germany’s national Unity Day turned into “an 
expensive PR disaster” this year, said Bernhard 
Honnigfort. As Chancellor Angela Merkel and 
President Joachim Gauck arrived in Dresden for 
celebrations marking the 26th anniversary of Ger-
man reunification, hundreds of far-right protesters 
jeered and shouted, chanting “Merkel must go!” 
The protesters—members of Pegida, the anti- 
immigrant group that opposes Merkel’s acceptance 
of refugees—even disrupted the church service at 
the ceremony, “screaming racist epithets at dark-
skinned worshipers.” This embarrassing spectacle 
could easily have been prevented, had police and 
local authorities planned properly. It’s not as if 

 Pegida “rabble-rousers” among the spectators were 
some kind of surprise: The group has “poisoned 
the climate” of Dresden for the past two years, 
“fomenting hatred and violence.” And the fault 
lies with the majority of Dresdeners, who oppose 
them. Why haven’t upstanding Germans staged 
counter-demonstrations against Pegida? That’s 
what Leipzigers did, led by their mayor, and now 
Pegida has all but vanished from their city. Dresden 
authorities, by contrast, have tried to reason with 
the activists and appease them. That approach will 
never work. “How can you talk with people who 
yell but do not listen or think?” If they shout, we 
must shout louder, “waving our flags high.”

N
e
w
s
c
o
m

We now have a date for Britain’s “Inde-
pendence Day,” said The Sun in an edito-
rial. Prime Minister Theresa May has an-
nounced she will give formal notice to the 
European Union next March of Britain’s 
impending departure from the bloc, kick-
starting exit negotiations that will take at 
least two years. She intends to fully seize 
back control of immigration policy from 
Brussels and slash the net influx of for-
eigners to the U.K. from 335,000 a year 
today to 100,000 by 2020—even if that 
hurts our ability to negotiate trade deals 
with Europe. “We are not leaving the 
European Union only to give up control 
of immigration again,” she said at this 
week’s Conservative Party conference. 
“We are going to be a fully independent, 
sovereign country.” May has proposed 
a “great repeal bill” that will change 
the status of EU regulations within British law so they can be 
scrapped as soon as we’re out. The prime minister has proved 
that she heard the voices of the 52 percent of Brits who voted in 
June to leave the EU. We want control of our borders, and if that 
means leaving the single European market, so be it.

Why can’t we have both? asked former Business Secretary Vince 
Cable in the New Statesman. The pillars of the EU are the 
free movement of labor and capital and the free trade in goods 
and services within the bloc. We’re assuming that opting out 
of the first means no access to the rest—but that’s not the deal 
with France and Germany. France has curbs on capital flows, 

while Germany “blocks free trade 
in services.” There is a possible deal 
that allows Britain to curb immigra-
tion while keeping trade flowing. 
We could, for example, issue work 
permits to EU nationals, said former 
Foreign Secretary William Hague in 
The Daily Telegraph. They couldn’t 
just move here and go on the dole, 
but they could work and live in the 
U.K., with limited access to benefits, 
so long as they have jobs. That way, 
our economy wouldn’t suddenly lose 
“the Europeans who help keep our 
restaurants, financial services, and 
agriculture running, but we will have 
control over who comes here and 
what we give them.”

May, a blunt realist, rejects that 
kind of “cake-and-eat-it” mentality, said Polly Toynbee in The 
Guardian. She knows that EU leaders won’t bend an inch. By 
this time next year, when we are in the throes of the exit negotia-
tions, France and Germany will have had national elections, “the 
far right biting at their heels.” For whoever’s in charge then, 
“being beastly to the British will become an electoral necessity.” 
Expect a tough slog. The markets certainly do, said Michael 
Savage and Matt Chorley in The Times. The day after May 
spoke, the pound nose-dived to a 31-year low against the dollar. 
Chancellor of the Exchequer Peter Hammond “has warned the 
economy faces a ‘roller-coaster’ ride” between now and the final 
exit in a couple of years. Better buckle up.

Our churches 
don’t need  
armed guards
Stephen Glover

Daily Mail

GERMANY

May: Saying ta-ta to the European Union

Don’t let
the far right
hold the stage
Bernhard Honnigfort

Berliner Zeitung
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RUSSIA

SAUDI ARABIA

Russia’s most powerful cleric is calling on the 
government to ban abortion, said Ola Cichowlas. 
Patriarch Kirill, head of the Russian Orthodox 
Church, last week signed a petition for a total pro-
hibition of the procedure, as well as of contracep-
tives with “abortive” side effects. But even though 
the Kremlin has been supportive of the church and 
the new wave of social conservatism, it’s unlikely 
to listen. The church “has little influence” over 
reproductive norms, and abortion is entrenched 
in Russian culture. The Soviet Union was the first 
country in the world to legalize the procedure, 
and for decades abortion was the preferred form 
of birth control, since the pill wasn’t available 

and Russian condoms were unreliable. Although 
the Soviet Union collapsed 25 years ago, Russia’s 
abortion rate is still “enormously and abnormally 
high,” with one in three pregnancies terminated. 
Only China, with its one-child policy, has more 
abortions per capita. While Russia has every in-
centive to increase its birth rate, Kremlin officials 
admit that banning abortion is financially unviable, 
since it would increase the number of children 
“without parental protection who are socially de-
pendent on the state.” Human rights activists point 
out that Russian orphanages are already neglected 
and underfunded. For now, at least, “state officials 
seem content to keep things as they are.”

In the space of a few months, the U.S. has over-
turned decades of foreign policy in the Middle 
East, said Abdulrahman Al-Rashed. Earlier this 
year, it rewarded Tehran, “the main state sponsor 
of terrorism,” with an agreement to end sanctions 
in return for inspections of Iranian nuclear sites. 
Then last week, Congress gave U.S. citizens the 
right to sue Saudi Arabia over 9/11, needlessly 
punishing a longtime American ally and “one of 
the main countries fighting terrorism.” It’s baffling 
to Saudis. This country, homeland of Osama bin 
Laden, was the first to oppose him. It “stripped 
him of his citizenship” and forced Sudan to expel 
him in 1996. Bin Laden always wanted “to sabo-

tage the U.S.–Saudi relationship”—that’s why he 
chose mostly Saudi nationals to carry out the 9/11 
attacks. The Obama administration understood 
that; Congress did not. By overriding President 
Obama’s veto of the Justice Against Sponsors of 
Terrorism Act, Congress “has given al Qaida, 
terrorists, and Iran what they were dreaming of: 
a bill to hold the victim, Saudi Arabia, account-
able.” Still, the kingdom will almost certainly not 
retaliate. The U.S.-Saudi relationship is too crucial 
to both countries to throw away. Saudis are hop-
ing that “the destruction caused by JASTA can be 
fixed by cooperating with the next U.S. administra-
tion, after the election.”A

P

Why abortion
will remain
legal
Ola Cichowlas

The Moscow Times

Betrayed 
by our 
U.S. ally
Abdulrahman Al-Rashed

Asharq Al-Awsat

This wasn’t supposed to happen, said El 
Tiempo in an editorial. In recent weeks, 
polls have consistently shown that a peace 
deal to end the 52-year civil war between 
Colombia’s government and Marxist 
FARC guerrillas was supported by a clear 
majority of the people. Yet we are now a 
nation “cleaved in two.” Voters this week 
rejected the accord in a referendum by 
50.2 percent to 49.8 percent—a differ-
ence of fewer than 54,000 votes. The deal, 
signed last week by President Juan Manuel 
Santos and FARC leader Timoleón “Timo-
chenko” Jiménez after four years of nego-
tiations, is now on hold. The 7,000 FARC 
fighters who were on their way to U.N.-run centers to give up 
their weapons are still heading there, but their future is uncertain, 
since voters balked at giving them amnesty for their crimes and 
economic assistance to reintegrate into society. Santos and Timo-
chenko pledged that talks would continue despite the setback. But 
Colombians are confused and worried about what comes next. 
Will a war that has killed more than 250,000 people be reignited?

“No one voted against peace,” said El Colombiano. But for a 
narrow majority, the accord “did not meet the required bar in 
terms of forgiveness and justice.” Military families and the rural 
areas that have seen most of that bloodshed “overwhelmingly 
voted Yes for peace.” The No votes came mostly from the cities, 
notably Medellín, stronghold of the right-wing opposition leader, 
former President Álvaro Uribe. His hawkish presidency, from 
2002 to 2010, was a time of fierce military action against FARC. 

Convinced that it was his weakening of 
the group that forced it to the negotiat-
ing table, Uribe believed a better, tougher 
deal was possible.

The truth is that the unpopular Santos 
made stupid errors, said Vanguardia 
Liberal. Our president made the vote 
look “like a referendum on him,” by 
putting himself front and center at the 
deal’s signing ceremony. He’d have done 
better to let FARC’s many victims take a 
more prominent role and speak directly 
to undecided voters about what peace 
would mean to them. He also failed to 

respond as Uribe’s supporters “lied and exaggerated,” using so-
cial media to “terrify voters” into thinking that the agreement—
negotiated with the help of Havana—“would turn Colombia 
into a socialist country.” 

Uribe was aided in that effort by the religious right, said Semana. 
While the local Catholic Church took no official stand on the 
peace accord—a neutrality seen by some as a tacit condemnation 
of it—evangelical Christian leaders told their followers to reject 
the deal because it would “undermine the family.” The inclusion 
of language in the accord that promised equal rights for women 
and LGBT Colombians was seen as an attack on traditional 
values. So now it’s back to the negotiating table, said El Nuevo 
Siglo. The choice is not between war and peace, “but between 
one way of achieving peace and another way of achieving peace.” 
We must now find that other way. 

Colombia: Shock after voters reject FARC peace deal

A voter in Bogotá reacts to the referendum result.

THE WEEK October 14, 2016



Talking points16 NEWS 

N
e
w

s
c
o
m

, 
A

P

Many states require 
people to receive less 
training to become a police 
officer than is required to 
become a licensed barber, 
interior designer, or mani-
curist. In North Carolina, 
it takes 1,528 hours to 
become a licensed barber, 
while the state’s minimum 
police-training requirement 
is 620 hours. In Louisiana 
licensed manicurists need 
500 hours of training, while 
police officers must have 
just 360 hours. 
CNN.com

Democratic presidential 
nominee Hillary Clinton 
had her strongest fundrais-
ing performance so far in 
September, raising more 
than $154 million for her 
campaign and the Demo-
cratic Party. More than 
900,000 people donated to 
her campaign, with dona-
tions averaging about $56. 
The Washington Post

Donald Trump’s 
$916 million loss in 

1995 rep re sented 
1.9 percent of 

the total net 
operating 
losses re-
ported by 

all 266 mil-
lion Americans 

that year. 
Vox.com

When police officers 
in six departments in the 
U.S. and the U.K. began 
wearing body cameras, 
complaints against police 
fell by 93 per cent over 
12 months, a new study 
by Cambridge University 
found. Researchers said 
the presence of cameras 
made police “more ac-
countable,” while also 
reducing frivolous com-
plaints by civilians.
BBC.com

Only 41 percent of Amer-
icans under 30 say they are 
“absolutely certain” to vote 
in the presidential election, 
compared with 75 percent 
of those over 30, a new 
poll found. 
WashingtonPost.com

Clinton’s emails: Did Comey give her a pass? 
When FBI Director James 
Comey announced there 
would be no criminal charges 
in the Hillary Clinton email 
scandal, most law experts 
called the decision “under-
standable,” said Jonathan 
Turley in USA Today. Not 
anymore. It has emerged that 
the Department of Justice 
granted immunity to five 
people during the FBI’s inves-
tigation, including Cheryl 
Mills, chief of staff during Clinton’s tenure as 
secretary of state. Last year, Mills participated in 
the deletion of 33,000 emails that Clinton deemed 
personal—some of which the FBI later found 
addressed sensitive official matters. Mills was 
“the last person” Comey would have immunized 
if he had been pursuing an honest investigation, 
because he could have used the threat to pros-
ecute her as leverage to get her to testify against 
Clinton. This revelation raises serious questions 
“about the integrity of both the FBI” and the 
Justice Department, said William McGurn in The 
Wall Street Journal. If Comey were so certain 
there was no case for criminal charges, “what did 
Cheryl Mills need immunity for?”

Sorry, but this is just another desperate right-wing 
attempt to find a scandal where there is none, 
said Kevin Drum in MotherJones.com. “If you 

think Clinton is a liar and 
a crook,” you’re convinced 
she used her private email 
server to hide nefarious 
emails that she and Mills 
then destroyed, and that the 
FBI then helped her cover 
up multiple crimes. In real-
ity, Clinton simply used a 
single email account for all 
her communications as sec-
retary out of convenience. 
The FBI granted Mills 

and the others immunity “so they could tell the 
truth without fear of prosecution.” Once again, 
“there’s no there there.”

Nonsense, said Kimberley Strassel in The Wall 
Street Journal. Comey even let Mills get away 
with a big lie: Mills told FBI interviewers that she 
did not know about Clinton’s private server until 
after she left the state department. Yet a congres-
sional committee found a 2010 email Mills sent 
to the IT pro the Clintons personally employed 
to maintain her server, asking, “is server ok?” 
Comey could easily have used that falsehood to 
charge Mills with perjury, and force her to pro-
vide “the real goods” on her boss. But that would 
have required grand juries, subpoenas, and indict-
ments—everything Comey “wanted to avoid in 
this politically sensitive investigation.” Much 
easier to “give Clinton a pass.”

Noted

“A clear and present danger to our country.” 
“Xenophobia, racism, and misogyny.” “Beneath 
our national dignity.” These fiery condemna-
tions may sound like they’re coming from Hill-
ary Clinton attack ads, said David Bauder and 
Hillel Italie in the  Associated Press, but they are 
actually from “longtime Republican newspapers 
disavowing Donald Trump.” In recent weeks, 
a string of stalwart conservative papers have 
bucked decades of tradition and either endorsed 
Clinton, the Democratic presidential nominee, or 
Libertarian Gary Johnson, over the Republican 
nominee—arguing that Trump is too divisive, 
too dishonest, and too reckless to be president. 
For The Cincinnati Enquirer, it’s the first time 
the paper has endorsed a Democrat for almost a 
century; for The Dallas Morning News, the first 
in at least 75 years. Even USA Today, which in its 
34-year history has never taken sides in a presi-
dential race, came out last week with a Trump 
“anti-endorsement”—urging readers to “resist the 
siren song of a dangerous demagogue.”

The question is, “Do newspaper endorsements 
even matter?” said NPR.com. Voters don’t seem 
to think so: In 2008, nearly 70 percent of Pew 
survey participants “said that their local news-

paper’s endorsement had no effect on whom 
they voted for.” Besides, many of the recent anti-
Trump editorials were hardly “ringing endorse-
ments for Clinton,” said Cleve Wootson Jr. in 
WashingtonPost.com. Nearly all expressed reser-
vations about the Democratic nominee. Besides, 
Trump voters already distrust the media and dis-
regard all criticism of their hero. 

Actually, “editorials really can influence voters’ 
decisions,” said Margaret Sullivan in The Wash-
ington Post, as long as “the endorsements are 
unexpected.” Two recent studies showed that up 
to 2 percent of readers could shift positions in 
an election if the editorial in question marked a 
politically surprising shift—like when the Chicago 
Tribune, a historically conservative paper, backed 
Barack Obama in 2008 and 2012. Some of these 
editorials could backfire, though, said Andrew 
Joyce in Fusion.net. Newspapers in North Caro-
lina, Virginia, and New Hampshire denounced 
Trump in editorials but endorsed Johnson. Polls 
consistently show Johnson eating into Clinton’s 
support in those battleground states, not Trump’s . 
So in the end, the “supposed principled stances” 
of these Republican newspapers to oppose Trump 
“might just help Donald Trump get elected.” 

Newspaper endorsements: Zero for Trump

Comey: A hot potato
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“Let your credo be this: 
Let the lie come into the 

world, let it even triumph. 
But not through me.” 
Alexander Solzhenitsyn, 

quoted in Slate.com

“What is comfortable fash-
ion? If you want to  

be comfortable, stay home 
in your pajamas.” 
Donatella Versace,  

quoted in Vogue.com 

“Autumn is a second 
spring when every leaf  

is a flower.” 
Albert Camus,  

quoted in Bustle.com

“The days of the digital 
watch are numbered.” 
Tom Stoppard, quoted in 

TheBrowser.com

“Want to know what God 
thinks of money? Look at 
the people he gave it to.” 

Dorothy Parker,  
quoted in Reader’s Digest 

“A bad day for your ego is 
a great day for your soul.” 

Personal trainer Jillian 
Michaels, quoted in Elle.com 

“Get your facts first, 
then you can distort them 

as you please.” 
Mark Twain, quoted in the 

New York Post 
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Poll watch

Before this week’s vice 
presidential debate, 41% of 
American voters could not 
name Donald Trump’s run-
ning mate, and 46% could 
not name Hillary Clinton’s.  
ABC News 

Support for the death 
penalty continues to drop. 
49% of Americans now 
favor capital punishment 
for people who have com-
mitted murder, down from 
56% in March 2015. In 1994, 
80% supported capital pun-
ishment, while only 16% 
were opposed.  
Pew Research 

Just 33% of American 
workers feel “engaged” 
with their jobs. Only 50% 
say they fully know what 
employers expect of 
their work.  
Gallup 
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Fat shaming: An American pastime
“Donald Trump has a serious 
weight problem: He can’t seem to 
stop criticizing the girth of  others,” 
said Katie Zezima and Jose  DelReal 
in The Washington Post. The 
Republican presidential nominee 
made fat shaming a national issue 
last week with his derisive criticism 
of 1996 Miss Universe winner Ali-
cia Machado—or “Miss Piggy,” as 
Trump labeled her after she put on 
some pounds following the pageant 
he once owned. Democratic rival 
Hillary Clinton called Trump out 
at their first debate for mocking 
Machado’s weight gain after she 
won the crown; as usual, Trump 
responded by doubling down, saying, “You know, 
she gained a massive amount of weight and it was 
a real problem.” For decades, Trump has openly 
expressed disgust for overweight women. He’s 
called such celebrities as Kim Kardashian, Jennifer 
Lopez, and Rosie O’Donnell “fat,” and kept a 
“fat picture” of a female employee in his drawer 
so that he could remind her of the need to diet.
 
Sadly, plenty of Americans share Trump’s “fat 
prejudice,” said Gina Kolata in The New York 
Times. “Though more than a third of adults are 
obese,” overweight people experience constant 
scorn and discrimination from childhood on. 
They’re bullied and taunted, “are more prone 

to anxiety and depression,” and 
are less likely to be offered a job 
than their thinner counterparts. 
The common prejudice is that 
fat people are “lazy, slobby, and 
self-indulgent,” said Steve Chap-
man in the Chicago Tribune, as 
if excess weight were something 
“these people blithely choose, 
instead of an unwanted condi-
tion that millions of them regard 
with shame and try constantly to 
overcome.” 
 
How politically adept of Trump 
to insult overweight voters, and 
to remind women how he judges 

them, said Timothy Egan in The New York 
Times. The great irony of Trump’s obsession with 
other people’s looks, of course, is that the man 
has orange skin, short fingers, a ducktailed comb-
over, two chins, and “a gut you wouldn’t want to 
see riding above a bathing suit.” Still, the back-
lash from Trump’s comments shows we’re mak-
ing progress, said Rebecca Ruiz in Mashable .com. 
Back in 1997, when Trump forced a humiliated 
Machado to exercise in front of reporters and 
TV cameras, the media thought it was amusing. 
Today, though, Trump’s behavior is meeting with 
widespread disgust. Perhaps we’re moving toward 
the day when “casually shaming a woman’s body 
is no longer a deed that goes unpunished.” 

What a “classic example of chutzpah,” said 
Michael McGough in the Los Angeles Times. 
Congress last week handed President Obama the 
first veto override of his two terms, upholding 
legislation that will enable 9/11 survivors and 
families to sue the kingdom of Saudi Arabia in 
U.S. courts for allegedly helping the al Qaida ter-
rorists. Obama had opposed the law because it 
would overturn long-standing international prec-
edents preventing citizens from suing foreign gov-
ernments, thereby exposing the U.S. to “tit-for-tat 
lawsuits” in other countries. Iraqis, for example, 
could sue the U.S. for killing their family mem-
bers during the war. Immediately after the over-
ride, Republican lawmakers experienced buyer’s 
remorse, and said they might need to amend the 
bill. “Nobody really had focused on the potential 
downsides,” said Senate Majority Leader Mitch 
McConnell. Republicans then blamed Obama for 
inadequately explaining the flaws in the bill he 
vetoed. That took some gall, “like the boy who 
kills his parents, then pleads for mercy at his trial 
because he’s an orphan.”

Still, Obama does share some blame, said James 
Taranto in The Wall Street Journal. Senate For-
eign Relations Committee Chairman Bob Corker 

(R-Tenn.) says that the White House refused 
repeated requests to meet with senators to hash 
out concerns over the bill. Now the override is 
being blamed on Republicans, but the bill had 
huge support on both sides of the aisle (97-1 in 
the Senate and 348-77 in the House). The fact is, 
Obama has always disdained working with Con-
gress. Perhaps lawmakers would have avoided this 
mistake “if he had done the hard work of private 
persuasion that he seems to think beneath him.” 

Lawmakers knew perfectly well “they were enact-
ing deeply flawed legislation,” said Max Boot in 
CommentaryMagazine.com. But in a typical act of 
political pandering, Congress ignored Obama and 
overrode the veto anyway—“who wants to stiff 
9/11 families a few weeks before Election Day?” 
After all this, “9/11 families may not be able to 
sue after all,” said Noah Feldman in Bloomberg 
.com. To be able to sue the Saudis under our 
Constitution, the plaintiffs would have to show 
that the Saudi government had knowingly taken 
actions in the U.S. that resulted in harm to Ameri-
cans. Right now, according to the 9/11 Commis-
sion report, no clear-cut evidence of Saudi govern-
ment involvement exists. In the end, this law may 
turn out to be “an empty symbolic gesture.” 

9/11 bill: Why Congress has regrets

Machado and Trump in 1997
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The 2016 presidential election is shaping up to be one of the 
most fiercely fought—and divisive—in modern American history. 
Democratic nominee Hillary Clinton and Republican Donald 
Trump are both polarizing figures with record-setting unfavorable 
ratings. Though Trump’s positions on most issues have been vague 
and changeable, it’s clear the two candidates would take the coun-
try in dramatically different directions. 

With that in mind, here’s a look at where the candidates stand on 
10 important issues. 

Immigration
Clinton has vowed to introduce a comprehensive immigration bill 
within her first 100 days in office. She says border security has 
already been enhanced, giving us “the most secure border we have 
ever had.” Clinton wants to provide a path to legalization for the 
nation’s 11 million undocumented immigrants; she will prioritize 
deporting only those who commit violent crimes. Trump’s propos-
als on immigration are among his most 
detailed policy positions. He has promised 
to deport a large percentage of the 11 mil-
lion, focusing on those who’ve overstayed 
their visas or who have committed any 
crimes. To prevent further crossings, he 
plans to build a massive wall along more 
than 1,000 miles of the Mexican–U.S. 
border and somehow force Mexico to pay 
for it. Trump has also said he would triple 
the number of Immigration and Customs 
Enforcement officers, crack down on 
those who overstay a visa, and end sanc-
tuary cities. He’s also pledged to block 
accepting refugees from Syria and other countries with “a proven 
history of terrorism,” saying only those who undergo an “extreme 
vetting” of their political and religious views should be admitted. 

The Supreme Court
The next president could drastically remake the composition of 
the Supreme Court, filling as many as four vacancies over the next 
four years. Justice Antonin Scalia’s seat has remained unoccupied 
since he died in February, and three other justices—liberals Ruth 
Bader Ginsburg and Stephen Breyer, and swing-vote Anthony 
Kennedy—are in their late 70s or early 80s. The Republican 

leadership in the Senate has refused to 
consider President Obama’s nominee 
to replace Scalia, Merrick Garland, a 
center-left appellate court judge many 
GOP lawmakers supported in the past. 
Clinton has not said whether she would 
stick with Garland if she’s elected, but 
has promised to look “broadly and 
widely for people who represent the 
diversity of our country” when picking 
potential replacements. Her nominees 
are sure to share her progressive val-
ues. Trump has said he would look 
for nominees in the mold of Scalia, a 
constitutional “originalist” who said 

justices should base their rulings on the language and intent of the 
Founding Fathers and lawmakers. In May, Trump released a short 
list of 11 potential picks that included former clerks for Scalia and 
Justice Clarence Thomas, another conservative stalwart. Trump 
recently added 11 more conservatives to that list. 

Health care
In the past, the GOP nominee has praised the idea of a single-
payer system and said health care is a right. But as a candidate, 
Trump has called the Affordable Care Act “a disaster,” “horren-
dous,” and an “incredible economic burden,” and has vowed to 
ask Congress to repeal the ACA on the first day of his presidency. 
He says he will replace it with “a great health-care plan,” but 
hasn’t explained in any detail what it will be, or how many of 
the 20 million people insured through Obamacare would lose 
their insurance. One hint: He has proposed allowing people to 
deduct health-insurance premiums they buy from their income 
tax, as a way of subsidizing a more free-market approach. Like 
House Speaker Paul Ryan (R-Wis.), Trump favors a block grant 
approach to Medicaid, meaning he would give a pot of money to 
each state to use at its discretion. In contrast, Clinton wants to 
build on Obamacare and fix its flaws by putting more money into 
subsidizing premiums, so that more young, healthy people sign up. 
The Democratic nominee would also offer Americans a “public 
option” health-care plan, and expand Medicare to allow those 

ages 55 and older to opt into the program.

Energy and climate change
Trump wants to unleash “a treasure trove of 
untapped energy” by reviving the coal industry, 
opening up more federal land and offshore 
waters to drilling, and overturning environmen-
tal regulations designed to limit pollutants and 
greenhouse gas emissions. He has dismissed 
climate change as a Chinese plot “to make U.S. 
manufacturing noncompetitive,” and said he’d 
seek to “cancel” the international Paris climate 
agreement. Clinton 
says climate change is 

a major threat to the world, and pledges 
to turn the U.S. into the world’s “clean 
energy superpower.” She has proposed 
ending subsidies to oil and gas companies, 
subsidizing the purchase of 500 million 
solar panels for homes and businesses, 
and upgrading the electrical grid to handle 
more wind, solar, and geothermal power. 
Clinton would uphold the Paris accord and 
seek to put the U.S. on a path to reduce 
emissions by 30 percent by 2025. 
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They strongly 
disagree on 

nearly everything.

Clinton and Trump: 
The candidates’ positions
BY LAURA COLARUSSO
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An AR-15 

Gun control
As first lady during her husband’s presi-
dency and then as a senator for New York, 
Clinton was a strong proponent of federal 

gun regulations. In this campaign, she has 
positioned herself as the “gun violence preven-
tion” candidate. She supports reinstating the 
ban on the sale of assault weapons, requiring 
background checks to be completed before 

any gun sale goes through, and mandating 
these checks for gun-show sales (which are 

now exempted). The Democrat also wants 
to repeal a law that shields gun makers from liability, and pass 
a law banning those on the no-fly list and domestic abusers 

from buying firearms. Trump’s stance on gun control also 
has evolved through the years. The Republican nominee 

wrote in 2000 that though he generally opposed gun 
control, he supported the assault-weapon ban passed 
by Congress in 1994 and was in favor of longer waiting 

periods. Today, he’s ardently pro–Second Amendment, calling gun 
control laws and gun-free zones “a total failure.” He wants to 
allow people to carry guns at schools and on military bases, and 
to require all 50 states to honor concealed-carry permits from 
other states. He told a meeting of the National Rifle Association 
in May, “The only way to save our Second Amendment is to vote 
for a person that you all know, named Donald Trump.”

Reproductive rights
Clinton is strongly pro-choice and has advo-
cated for an end to the Hyde Amendment, 
which bans the use of federal Medicaid dol-
lars to fund abortions. In June, she pointedly 
chose to make her first real general election 
speech about reproductive rights, and told 
supporters, “I’ve been proud to stand with Planned Parenthood 

for a long time, and as president, I will always have your 
back.” Despite declaring in 1999 that he’s “very pro-

choice,” Trump says he has “evolved” on the issue 
and is now “totally against abortion,” except to 
save the life of the mother or in the case of rape 
or incest. Trump promises to choose pro-life jus-
tices for the Supreme Court and defund Planned 

Parenthood if it doesn’t stop performing abortions. 
His running mate, Indiana Gov. Mike Pence, has 

promised that the Roe v. Wade decision will be “consigned to the 
ash heap of history” if Trump is elected.

Taxes
Clinton’s tax proposal is designed to raise revenue for infra-
structure spending and expanded social programs, and would 
hike taxes on high-income households. Her proposals include a 
4 percent “fair-share surcharge” on taxpayers making more than 
$5 million a year, the closure of a number of loopholes that allow 
the wealthiest Americans to shelter their money in tax havens, 
and a 30 percent minimum tax rate on households making at 
least $2 million a year. She also plans to crack down on corporate 
inversions, the practice of moving a company’s headquarters over-
seas to avoid taxes in the United States, and earnings stripping, 
which allows multinationals to move their profits to countries with 
lower tax rates. Trump, on the other hand, promises the “biggest 
tax reform since Reagan.” He would cut the number of brackets 
from seven to three and drop the rate for the highest earners from 
39.6 percent to 33 percent. Under a Trump presidency, the estate 
tax would be eliminated, and the top federal corporate tax rate, 
which currently stands at 35 percent, would drop to 15 percent. 

Education
Clinton’s education plan 
includes policy prescriptions 
for every stage of develop-
ment. She wants to estab-
lish universal preschool and 
double the government’s 
investment in Early Head 
Start. Regarding K-12 edu-
cation, Clinton says overly 
punitive disciplinary mea-
sures have helped create a 

“school-to-prison pipeline” that damages impoverished communi-
ties. She wants to spend $2 billion to give schools the resources to 
expand behavioral support programs and help nonviolent problem 
students rather than punishing them with suspensions. Clinton 
also wants to make tuition at in-state, four-year public colleges and 
universities free for families earning less than $125,000. Trump 
has proposed $20 billion in federal grants to support school choice 
for low-income families. The money would be dispersed to the 
states, which would then distribute the funds based on where the 
children were enrolling. Trump says he would eliminate Common 
Core, the K-12 academic standards developed by a coalition of 
state education leaders, calling that program “a total disaster.” 

Trade
Trump has advocated imposing tariffs on imports to level the 
playing field for American companies. On an American car 
company that moved its production to Mexico, he would levy a 
35 percent tax. For goods from China, he has proposed impos-
ing a tariff as high as 45 percent—though he later said he might 
simply threaten to impose large tariffs to make other nations play 
by the rules. Trump has also indicated he would renegotiate the 
North American Free Trade Agreement—or withdraw from it 
altogether—to get a “better deal” for U.S. workers. As first lady, 
Clinton supported NAFTA and other trade agreements, but once 
she became a U.S. senator, her record on free trade was mixed. 
She voted against the Dominican Republic–Central America Free 
Trade Agreement but supported several bilateral trade agree-
ments, including ones with Singapore, Australia, and Oman. 
Both Clinton and Trump say they are against the Trans-Pacific 
Partnership, a 12-nation deal that would eliminate more than 
18,000 tariffs. As secretary of state, Clinton praised the TPP as 
“the gold standard in trade agreements.” She changed that posi-
tion during her bruising primary fight with Bernie Sanders, who 
like Trump blames trade deals for taking American jobs. 
 
National security
Both Trump and Clinton pledge to roo t 
out terrorists and defeat ISIS. In the 
wake of the Orlando nightclub shoot-
ing, Clinton called for “an intelligence 
surge” to identify radicalized people 
in the U.S. She says she’ll continue the 
war against ISIS and other terrorist 
groups with a mix of airstrikes, support 
for local forces, and diplomacy. Trump 
says he has “a secret plan” to defeat 
ISIS that he will not reveal so as not to 
tip off the terrorists, and occasionally vows to “bomb the hell out 
of ISIS” and “take the oil.” In dealing with other conflicts, Trump 
has refused to take the use of nuclear weapons off the table and 
said the U.S. should support more nations—including Japan and 
Saudi Arabia—becoming nuclear powers so that the U.S. doesn’t 
have to shoulder the financial burden for their defense.

More money 
for universal 
preschool?
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After the Democratic and Republican national conventions 
wrapped up in August, Hillary Clinton opened a comfortable lead 
in the polls of 6 to 8 percent. Pundits were predicting that the for-
mer secretary of state would beat Donald Trump in a landslide. 
 
Two months later, the landscape changed. Polls tightened, espe-
cially in key battlegrounds where Trump and Clinton are fighting 
for the lead. Now Clinton has regained a significant lead, but 
unpredictable events could change the race again. Here’s a look at 
the five most important swing states, which will be crucial to win-
ning the White House in November. 

Florida

With 29 electoral votes up for grabs, Florida is perhaps the most 
important battleground in this election. The conventions gave 
Clinton a decent bump here, but in mid-September—amid the 
news reports about her pneumonia diagnosis and the Clinton 
Foundation’s potential conflicts of interest—Trump erased that 
lead. But after the first debate, and a week of unremittingly bad 
news for Trump, Clinton has surged back into a 2.8-point lead 
in the RealClearPolitics.com aggregation of multiple polls. A 
new Newsweek story reporting that Trump may have violated 
the U.S. embargo against Castro’s Cuba by trying to do business 
there in the 1990s might hurt him with a crucial voting bloc—
anti-Castro Cubans in Miami. President Barack Obama barely 
beat Mitt Romney in the state in 2012, eking out a victory by 
0.9 percent. What makes Florida, a state with a Republican gov-
ernor and a GOP-led legislature, so competitive? The state has 
roughly the same numbers of registered Republicans (4,459,087) 
and Democrats (4,733,359). Another 3.3 million voters remain 
independent of any party affiliation. Clinton is hoping to win big 
among the state’s large Hispanic population, and is reportedly 
spending 50 times more money on television ads than her GOP 
rival. If she wins Florida, Trump’s path to 270 electoral votes 
becomes extremely narrow. 

Ohio

Ohio is a critical state for Trump. Ohio’s manufacturing sector has 
been hit hard by both the forces of economic globalization and 
the 2008 financial crisis, making the state an important test for 
whether the Republican’s vow to bring back lost jobs from abroad 

will resonate with the electorate—especially white, working-class 
voters. Trump is campaigning heavily in the state, making nine 
stops here in the past month. No Republican has ever won the 
presidency without winning Ohio, which has 18 electoral votes 
and has backed the winner in 28 of the last 30 elections. Clinton, 
on the other hand, is hoping to keep President Obama’s winning 
streak in the last two elections here going. With polls showing 
Trump opening a lead of four or more points, her campaign is 
now saying she doesn’t need Ohio to get to 270 electoral votes. 
Clinton hasn’t given up on the state, campaigning there this week 
and sending her husband, Bill, to appeal to working-class voters. 

North Carolina

The past six years saw the Tar Heel State turn from purple to 
bright red as voters installed Republican majorities in the state leg-
islature, elected Republican Gov. Pat McCrory, chose Romney over 
Obama, and ousted Democratic Sen. Kay Hagan. But the consoli-
dation of power led to HB2, one of the more controversial bills to 
come out of a statehouse in recent years. The so-called bathroom 
bill has upended North Carolina politics, as the fallout from the 
legislation has caused a number of organizations to boycott the 
state. The recent protests and rioting after the police shooting of a 
black man in Charlotte have deepened divisions. Young, college-
educated voters and older, evangelical voters are now engaged in 
a furious battle over North Carolina’s future. Clinton, who hopes 
to inspire a big turnout by African-Americans and young liberals, 
has heavily invested in her ground game here, and is operating 
more than 30 campaign offices. Trump recently opened a campaign 
office in the state and plans to air ads here. RealClearPolitics.com 
shows the race essentially tied. 

Pennsylvania

Clinton almost certainly has to win Pennsylvania and its 20 elec-
toral votes to reach the White House. For months, she had a 
double-digit lead in the state, but in the RealClearPolitics.com 
average, it’s dwindled to just 3.5 points. Her campaign is spend-
ing close to $19 million on television ads here in the last several 
weeks of the election (Trump is spending $1.5 million), while both 
Obama and Vice President Joe Biden have been dispatched to 
fire up Democratic supporters. The eastern part of the Keystone 
State is especially voter-rich for Clinton, who chose to deliver a 
speech appealing to Millennials from Philadelphia—a city where 
Obama won 85 percent of the vote in 2012. The state’s big urban 
centers, with their large percentage of black voters, lean heavily 
Democratic, but Trump’s anti-immigrant, anti-trade, pro-coal plat-
form appeals to the mostly white, rural parts of the state between 
Philadelphia and Pittsburgh. 

Nevada

Obama comfortably won Nevada in 2008 and 2012, but this 
year’s race for the six electoral votes of the westernmost swing 
state is shaping up to be much closer. Despite a large and grow-
ing Hispanic population, Trump has been polling well in the Silver 
State, which was hit hard by job losses and foreclosures in the wake 
of the 2008 financial crisis. The slower recovery and the low num-
ber of college graduates—fewer than a quarter of Nevadans have 
bachelor’s degrees—play to Trump’s strengths this election cycle. 
His populist message has been well received in a state that has an 
unemployment rate of 6.3 percent—1.4 percent above the national 
average. Polls have seesawed in recent weeks, but this week showed 
Clinton with a slight lead. Clinton is counting on the fact that 
there are about 107,000 more registered Democrats than registered 
Republicans in Nevada. And she has the backing of the powerful 
state party machine built by Senate Minority Leader Harry Reid. 

Five critical swing states
The battle to get to 270 electoral votes will be 
largely determined here.  BY LAURA COLARUSSO

In the ‘purple’ states, 
every vote will matter.
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“It’s the end of an era,” said Brett Molina and 
Jon Swartz in USA Today. BlackBerry, the 
 Canadian technology company that helped 
usher in the mobile age with its eponymous 
smartphone, has stopped manufacturing 
its own devices, pivoting instead to focus 
on business software. It’s the end of a long 
downward slide for BlackBerry’s hardware 
business, which at its peak in 2009 claimed 
more than 50 percent of the U.S. smartphone 
market. Today, BlackBerry’s market share sits 
at less than 1 percent, its steep decline almost 
perfectly mirroring the rise of iPhone and An-
droid devices. “Like tech pioneers before it, 
BlackBerry was left behind.”

It wasn’t long ago that the BlackBerry was the “ultimate busi-
ness gadget,” said Nic Fildes in the Financial Times. The first 
BlackBerry, which debuted in 1999, wasn’t a smartphone, 
but a handheld device that let users send messages and emails 
on the go. It took its name from the tiny keys on its built-in 
QWERTY keyboard, which felt like “the pockmarks on the skin 
of berry fruit,” at least according to marketing consultants. The 
BlackBerry “caught fire,” and soon more features were added, 
including a thumb-wheel for scrolling and the ability to make 
calls. By the 2000s, legions of “Crackberry” addicts wondered 
how they’d ever gotten along without it; devoted fans included 
the likes of President Barack Obama and Kim Kardashian West. 

“BlackBerry’s woes were in many ways a 
product of its rapid and improbable suc-
cess,” said Jacquie McNish in The Wall Street 
Journal. As the company, formerly known as 
Research In Motion, struggled to keep up with 
booming demand for the BlackBerry, especially 
from the business community, it didn’t notice 
that it was in danger of being surpassed by its 
bigger Silicon Valley competitors. When the 
iPhone debuted in 2007, BlackBerry execu-
tives initially dismissed it as “nonsensical,” not 
believing that cellular networks could deliver 
the videos, photos, and other internet content 
Apple was promising. That same year, Google 

made its Android operating system free to handset makers, clear-
ing the way for the likes of Samsung “to siphon away BlackBerry 
customers with lower-cost phones.” 

BlackBerry’s popularity definitely made it complacent, said Vlad 
Savov in TheVerge.com. While Google and Apple were trans-
forming the mobile industry, BlackBerry contented itself with 
making minor tweaks, wrongly believing that “people would 
wait for its superior product or would put up with limitations, 
because, well, it’s BlackBerry.” Apple is guilty of the same kind 
of hubris now, but it sells close to double the number of phones 
that BlackBerry did at its zenith. Still, Blackberry’s sorry predica-
ment proves that even businesses at the top of the market can be 
rapidly overtaken by “sprightlier  newcomers.”

Companies: BlackBerry exits the phone market
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Google translations get smarter

“Google’s new translation software is almost 
as good as human translators,” said Tom Si-
monite in TechnologyReview.com. The search 
giant is replacing its existing translation system 
with a new one built around “deep learning,” 
which uses math functions based loosely on 
studies of the brain. To test its new software, 
which has already been rolled out for transla-
tions from Chinese to English, Google asked 
fluent speakers to rank its translation results 
for random Wikipedia entries and news ar-
ticles against work by human translators. 
For English to Spanish, Google’s new system 
scored 5.43 out of 6 on average, compared to 
the 5.55 average score for human translations. 
Google’s new system scored even closer to 
human translators for French to English. 

Meerkat gets a mulligan

“The company that turned live streaming 
into a sensation last year is ready to intro-
duce its next act,” said Casey Newton in 
TheVerge.com. Meerkat, which caused a 
splash at South by Southwest in 2015 before 
being eclipsed by Facebook Live and Twitter-
owned Periscope, has a new app for group 
video chatting, called Houseparty. The app 
has quietly attracted roughly 1 million users 

on Android and iOS, most of them young 
people, after launching under a pseudonym 
not tied to the Meerkat name. Houseparty 
“encourages users to have frequent, candid 
conversations.” Friends and family are noti-
fied when you are live, “or as the company 
now says, ‘in the house.’” Up to seven people 
can join the chat. Now, the question “is that 
same one that dogged Meerkat: Can it last?”

Silicon Valley to study AI ethics

Tech giants are teaming up to work out the 
ethics of artificial intelligence, said Sean Cap-
tain in FastCompany.com. Amazon, Google, 
Facebook, IBM, and Microsoft have formed 
a nonprofit called the Partnership on AI “to 
keep a collective eye on how AI is developed 
and used.” The partnership will fund and 
conduct research with academics, user group 
advocates, and industry experts, with topics 
including ethics, fairness, and privacy. Aside 
from addressing fears of “futuristic killer 
robots,” the partnership will study proble ms 
with AI that could already have real-world 
effects, such as hiring software that develops 
an inadvertent bias against women or ethnic 
groups, because it makes decisions based on 
the attributes of current employees and so ends 
up recommending “only white men.”

Bytes: What’s new in tech

“If children are raised 
by robots—even just 
for a couple of hours 
a day—what are the 
consequences?” asked 
Julia Carrie Wong 
in The Guardian 
(U.K.). We may find 
out soon, thanks to 
the iPal, a child-size 
robot companion built 
by Chinese company 
AvatarMind. The 3-foot-
tall iPal “can sing, 
dance, and play Rock, 
Paper, Scissors.” It can 
also talk with children, and answer 
questions like “Why is the sun hot?” 
Thanks to a touch-screen computer 
in its chest, it can also provide sur-
veillance and video chat for absent 
parents. AvatarMind says its robot is 
designed to provide companionship 
for children ages 3 to 8 and keep 
them occupied for several hours, like 
after school until their parents get 
home, but it isn’t meant to replace 
a human babysitter. The iPal will be 
available to  Chinese consumers by 
the end of 2016; the company plans 
to start selling in the U.S. next year. 

Innovation of the week
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Say goodbye to the “Crackberry.”
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Europa’s icy geysers 
NASA scientists are building a stronger 
case for the possibility of extraterrestrial 
life on Jupiter’s icy moon, Europa. Recent 
images captured by the Hubble Telescope 
show what appear to be giant water 
plumes spewing about 125 miles into 
space from the moon’s surface, bolstering 
speculation that a vast saltwater ocean 
lies beneath its frozen crust. These geysers 
are also signs of geological activity—and 
a possible heat or energy source—on the 
distant moon. If Europa has water, energy, 
and organic chemicals, the possibility of 
alien life is a lot more plausible, NPR.com 
reports. “On Earth, life is found wherever 
there is energy, water, and nutrients,” says 
NASA’s Paul Hertz. “So we have a special 
interest in any place that might possess 
those characteristics. And Europa might be 
such a place.” If geysers occur frequently 
there, scientists could use a flyby spacecraft 
to collect and analyze samples of Europa’s 
water with relative ease, eliminating the 
need to drill through miles of ice or even 
land on the moon’s surface. 

Happy wife, healthy life
New research adds credibility to the 
old saying “Happy wife, happy life,” 
suggesting that men and women with 
happy spouses are not only happier but 

also healthier. For the study, research-
ers analyzed data compiled on nearly 
2,000  middle-aged, heterosexual couples 
whose happiness and physical health were 
tracked for 6 years. They found that those 
whose spouses had a positive outlook were 
34 percent more likely to be healthy, exer-
cise regularly and eat healthfully, and have 
positive outlooks themselves. Those with a 
pessimistic partner, on the other hand, had 
more health issues and were less physically 
active. Why? The researchers speculate that 
when one member of a couple adopts good 
lifestyle habits, that person encourages his 
or her spouse to do the same. Spouses with 
a positive outlook also cause less stress in 
the relationship, the study’s lead author, 
William Chopik, tells Time.com. “Simply 
having a happy partner,” he said, “may 
enhance health as much as striving to be 
happy oneself.”

How the Iceman was killed  
Ever since hikers discovered the fro-
zen remains of Ötzi the Iceman in 
northern Italy’s Ötztal Alps in 1991, 
scientists have speculated about 
the events that led up to his 
death 5,300 years ago. Ötzi is 
“a typical European from ear-
lier times and is precious for 
this reason alone,” anthro-
pologist Albert Zink tells The 
Washington Post. “And it’s 
a murder case.” An arrow-
head found in Ötzi’s left 
shoulder has been long 
suspected as the cause 
of his death, but researchers 
have now used modern forensics 
to unravel the ancient cold case. 
The analysis by a German detec-
tive suggests Ötzi was taken by 
surprise when he was shot in the 
back from a distance and fell face 
down in the snow. The 45-year- 

old had been resting after a heavy meal of 
meat and cereal in the moments before his 
death. A defensive injury to his right hand 
also points to a recent dispute that may 
have lead to the deadly attack. The analysis 
also found that Ötzi’s valuable copper axe 
was mined with ore from South Tuscany, 
and researchers speculate that he may have 
traveled to the Alps to trade goods and 
become involved in a personal conflict that 
ultimately proved fatal.

Health scare of the week
Bad air is killing millions
More than nine out of 10 people on Earth 
—a staggering 6.76 billion people—are 
breathing polluted air, increasing their 
risk for heart disease, stroke, lung cancer, 
and other chronic health issues, according 
to a sobering new report from the World 
Health Organization (WHO). The com-
prehensive analysis found that 92 percent 
of the world’s population lives in areas 

where air quality falls below clean-air 
standards, with high concentrations of 
fine particulate matter emitted primar-

ily by vehicles, power plants, 
and industrial facilities. These 

tiny particles are inhaled into 
the lungs, but they also enter the 

bloodstream, creating inflammation 
throughout the body and increasing 
the risk for heart disease and stroke. 
Air pollution claims roughly 6.5 mil-
lion lives each year, the report says. 

Most of these deaths occur in China, 
India, and other developing countries, 
but about 15 percent of cities in the 
relatively affluent Americas, including 

Los Angeles and New York City, also fail 
to meet air quality standards. “Globally, 
air pollution presents a major risk to pub-
lic health,” study leader Gavin Shaddick 
tells The Guardian (U.K.). “A substantial 
number of lives could be saved if levels of 
air pollution were reduced.”G
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A baby boy with genetic infor mation from 
three parents has been born with the help 
of a controversial new in vitro fertilization 
technique. The procedure, called mito-
chondrial transfer, was created to prevent 
women with genetic mutations from 
passing along devastating diseases to 
their children. The first beneficiaries were 
a Jordanian couple who had lost two 
previous children and four pregnancies 
to Leigh syndrome, a fatal disorder that 
affects the developing nervous system. To 
enable them to have a healthy baby, New 
York–based fertility specialist Dr. John 
Zhang took the nucleus from one of 

the woman’s eggs and inserted it into a 
healthy donor’s egg that had had its own 
nucleus removed. The resulting egg con-
tains the donor’s mitochondria but genetic 
information from the mother that will 
determine traits like eye and hair color; it 
was then fertilized with sperm from the 
father. About 99.9 percent of the embryo’s 
DNA came from his mother and father, 
with a tiny percentage from the donor 
mitochondria. The boy, now 6 months 
old, is healthy, but his birth has sparked 
criticism, since three-parent embryo tech-
niques are banned in the U.S. because of 
fears they might lead to genetic abnor-

malities. Zhang performed the procedure 
in Mexico, and tells New Scientist he was 
justified in what he did. “To save lives is 
the ethical thing to do,” he said.

The baby with three biological parents

THE WEEK October 14, 2016

Europa: Under its icy crust, is there an ocean?

Fertilizing an egg in the lab
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Eimear McBride’s second novel is 
“every bit as urgent” as her celebrated 
2013 debut, said Toby Lichtig in The 
Wall Street Journal. “It is also more 
well-rounded, better.” This time out, 
McBride’s narrator is an 18-year-old 
drama student who during her first 
year in London takes up with a devil-
ish Lothario twice her age. As in A 
Girl Is a Half-Formed Thing, the word 
order of the sentences here is often 
 scrambled—“to ingenious and poetic 
effect.” As the tumultuous affair un-
folds, often in sex scenes that advance 
the story or reveal character, McBride 
channels her narrator’s mental life 
“with an intensity that few authors can 
achieve.” I only wish I’d had longer 
with Eily’s whirring interiority before 
Stephen colonized her thoughts, said 
Annalisa Quinn in NPR.org. To be fair, 
Stephen gradually grows more compel-
ling, and we’re expected to miss the old 
Eily. “The Lesser Bohemians is a love 
story, yes, but it is really an electric and 
beautiful account of how the walls of 
self shift and buckle and are rebuilt.” 

ARTS26

Review of reviews: Books

“In many ways, 2016 seems like the worst 
year in recent memory in which to publish 
a book made out of optimism,” said Steve 
Donoghue in CSMonitor.com. But journal-
ist Jonathan Tepperman has done all of us 
worriers a favor by focusing on 10 stories 
around the globe that suggest leaders still 
can tackle seemingly intractable problems. 
Brazil, we learn, has dramatically reduced 
extreme poverty by making direct cash pay-
ments to families. In Indonesia, the world’s 
largest Muslim-majority country, inviting 
Islamist factions into the ruling coalition 
has quelled violent extremism. Political cor-
ruption, government gridlock, and financial 
panics also come up for case-study treat-
ment. Though Tepperman identifies only 
top-down solutions, and doesn’t always 
reveal potential pitfalls, The Fix proves to be 
“an ultimately inspiring performance.”

One of the world’s great literary 
mysteries has apparently been 
solved, and readers everywhere 
are furious, said Constance 
Grady in Vox.com. In a story 
published this past Sunday 
in The New York Review of 
Books and three European 
newspapers, Italian journalist 
Claudio Gatti announced that 
he had identified the novelist 
who has risen to global fame as 
Elena Ferrante. Denunciations came swiftly, 
and “it’s not hard to see why.” Ferrante, 
who’s become a cult figure since her quar-
tet of Neapolitan novels began appearing in 
translation in 2012, has said she cherishes 
her anonymity and would stop writing if 
unmasked. Her fans were stunned to learn 
that the author they love is a translator 
named Anita Raja, who grew up in Rome, 
not Naples. But they’re angry at Gatti, not 
Raja, because a crime has occurred: “We 
have killed Elena Ferrante.”

“This isn’t as simple as a private woman 
being exposed against her will,” said 
Amanda Whiting in Washingtonian .com. 
Raja has been engaged in a grand decep-

Book of the week

Tepperman, who’s currently the managing 
editor at Foreign Affairs, “goes into impres-
sive detail in each case study,” said Michael 
Hirsh in The New York Times. He traveled 
the globe to observe his heroes’ work in 
action, and includes among his interviewees 
the current or former presidents of Brazil, 
Indonesia, Rwanda, and Mexico. America’s 
southern neighbor may seem an unlikely 
source of a story about good governance, 
but before President Enrique Peña Nieto 
was lambasted for meeting with prospec-
tive wall builder Donald Trump last month, 
he’d managed to convince his nation’s 

political elites that they had nothing to 
lose by breaking through partisan gridlock. 
Tepperman stresses that many of the efforts 
his book highlights are works in progress 
and could fail. But the bigger question is 
whether they’re transferable. Canada’s suc-
cess in integrating immigrants, for example, 
may have less to do with its political leader-
ship than the fact that its citizens have a 
vast, sparsely populated territory to share.

Tepperman acknowledges that none of the 
good works he describes are quick fixes, 
said James Crabtree in the Financial Times. 
Canada’s immigration policy was explicitly 
racist before Quebec’s 1970s separatist 
movement forced a long, gradual shift to 
the multicultural spirit of today. Elsewhere, 
leaders risked short-term unpopularity to 
put their nations on a better path; “in a 
number of Tepperman’s cases, the success-
ful fixers themselves lose public support.” 
But in the age of Brexit and ISIS and rising 
impatience among American voters on both 
the Left and Right, the prospect of the old 
world order unraveling could be enough to 
stir our leaders to action. “What feels like a 
moment of undisguised calamity may actu-
ally be just the moment to rebuild.” 

The Fix: How Nations Survive 
and Thrive in a World in 
Decline

by Jonathan Tepperman

(Tim Duggan, $28)

Novel of the week

The Lesser Bohemians
by Eimear McBride

(Hogarth, $26)

Ferrante ‘unmasked’:  
Can no author choose privacy?

tion. In recent email interviews, and in 
Frantumaglia, a forthcoming book of auto-

biographical jottings, Ferrante 
claimed she was raised in 
Naples by a seamstress, has 
three sisters, and is single. Raja 
has no sisters, is married to a 
novelist, and her father was a 
magistrate. The discrepancies 
“represent a deliberate attempt 
to defraud Ferrante’s readers 
into thinking she is something 
other than she is.”  

Still, it’s hard to see Gatti’s 
naming of Raja as “anything other than an 
attempt to do her harm,” said Charlotte 
Shane in TheNewRepublic.com. Her crime, 
apparently, is that she wanted to participate 
in the public sphere while setting boundar-
ies around her private life. Gatti has even 
suggested that Raja’s husband helped write 
the books. “Of course a woman alone could 
never write books as imaginative and force-
ful as hers.” What’s most infuriating, said 
Aaron Bady in TheNewInquiry.com, is that 
Ferrante’s beloved novel series about two 
female friends is “literally and directly and 
magnificently about female self-making,” 
about controlling one’s identity in the face 
of the hostility of the patriarchy. They are, 
in short, “about why not to do this.”

Syrian refugees enjoying Canada’s embrace
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Best books...chosen by Juan Gabriel Vásquez
Colombian novelist Juan Gabriel Vásquez is the author of The Informers and The 
Sound of Things Falling. Below, he names six works that inspired Reputations, his 
new novel about a political cartoonist reassessing his role in a congressman’s suicide. 

The Book List  ARTS 27 

The Aspern Papers  by Henry James (Dover, 
$3.50). I could have chosen Daisy Miller or 
even The Turn of the Screw to illustrate how 
great James is at silences and ambiguities. In The 
Aspern Papers, a man lies his way into a widow’s 
home to look for the documents left behind by 
a great poet. This story, in which an intellectual 
pursuit generates acute psychological tension, is 
one of James’ best.

The Farewells  by Juan Carlos Onetti (out of 
print). A mysterious man arrives for a quite 
Faulkner-like stay at a sanatorium, and while he 
convalesces catches the interest of the locals. This 
story by a 20th-century Latin American master 
turns around the power of gossip and our fear of 
how others see us.

The Fall  by Albert Camus (Vintage, $14). A Pari-
sian lawyer corners the reader in an Amsterdam 
bar and talks at length about his fall from grace. 
Camus’ 1956 novel is a concentrated study of one 
man’s moral doom, delivered in a long mono-
logue that we, as listeners, find equally bother-
some and irresistible.

The Trial  by Franz Kafka (Oxford, $14). Build-
ing a whole novel around a question that is 
never answered, Kafka created a new way of 
looking at the world and (not) understanding 
our place in it. Why is Josef K. being arrested? 
We will never know, and that’s the whole point 
of this 1925 work. 

Mrs. Dalloway  by Virginia Woolf (Mariner, 
$14). Woolf gives us a day in the life of Clarissa 
Dalloway, a high-society Londoner, as she pre-
pares to host a party and looks back on choices 
she made many years earlier. Mrs. Dalloway is 
among the great novels whose subject is the past, 
or that interpretation of the past that we call 
memory, and it stood by me while I was writing 
Reputations and describing characters trying des-
perately to remember important things. 

Chronicle of a Death Foretold  by Gabriel 
García Márquez (Vintage, $14). Published in 
1981, this is a masterpiece in the shape of a trag-
edy. Built upon one man’s recollections, fallible 
though they may be, the novel refashions a real-
life 1951 crime into myth.

Also of interest...in women’s lives, stage by stage

Jodie Archer

Jodie Archer may have just 
put a lot of book editors 
out of work, said Susanne 
Althoff in Wired.com. A for-
mer acquisitions editor her-
self, the 35-year-old Briton 
recently completed a five-
year quest to determine if the 

novels that 
hit The New 

York Times 
best-seller 
list share 
a hidden 
language, 
and she now 
claims she 

can pick the runaway hits 
from a slush pile using an 
algorithm she developed 
with her colleague Matthew 
Jockers. Archer admits the 
pair had trouble finding an 
editor eager to publish their 
new book, The Bestseller 

Code. But she insists that the 
work affirmed her belief in 
the irreplaceable value of the 
human touch. “When I think 
of all the hundreds of books 
I read,” she says, “the ones 
I remember the most are 
those books that have a real 
voice on page one.”

Not that the algorithm can’t 
teach writers anything, said 
Tobias Grey in The Wall 

Street Journal. Archer and 
Jockers ran 25,000 books 
through computational text 
analysis, and wound up iden-
tifying 2,800 separate fac-
tors that contribute to wide 
popularity. Sales boosters 
included clearly drawn three-
act plots, a heroine who’s 
28, and the words “do” 
and “thing.” Sales killers 
included passive characters 
and adverbs. The finished 
algorithm, which suppos-
edly has a better than 80 
percent success rate at pre-
dicting whether a book will 
be a best-seller, rewarded a 
perfect score of 100 to only 
one novel: Dave Eggers’ The 

Circle, a best-selling 2013 
genre thriller. “The irony, of 
course, is his book is about 
suspicion of big data,” says 
Archer. “And here is a big-
data cache smiling at him.”

Author of the week
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Infertility has, until now, been a sub-
ject too little discussed, said Carol 
Memmott in the Minneapolis Star 
Tribune. In a book anchored by an 
“honest and heartbreaking” account 
of her five-year struggle to conceive a 

child, essayist Belle Boggs explores every aspect 
of the experience, from the stigma of feeling 
unblessed to the ethical quandaries posed by in 
vitro fertilization. Though the book is a primer on 
making such choices, “it’s also an eye-opener for 
anyone who takes having children for granted.” 

The Art of Waiting

by Belle Boggs (Graywolf, $16)

“The fact that Mara Wilson made it 
through childhood stardom mostly 
intact would be inspirational enough 
on its own,” said Danette Chavez in 
AVClub.com. The 29-year-old’s mem-
oir arrives at a time when she’s also 

found a second career as a playwright and host 
of a storytelling series. Better yet, she’s accepted 
that she’ll always be measured against Matilda, 
her iconic screen character, and her candor rees-
tablishes her role-model status. Once again, Mara 
Wilson is “a beacon for the brainy and anxious.”

Where Am I Now?

by Mara Wilson (Penguin, $16)

Poet Sharon Olds, now 73, has been 
on “a fierce late-career run,” said 
Dwight Garner in The New York 
Times. Her new collection, arriving 
three years after Stag’s Leap earned 
a Pulitzer, contains “some of the best 

and most ingenious poems of her career.” Olds 
makes the challenges of aging visceral in poems 
like “Ode of Withered Cleavage.” But she’s also 
as carnal as ever. “The book’s warmth comes 
from the intensities of its language and the intensi-
ties that emerge from a life that seems well-lived.”

Odes

by Sharon Olds (Knopf, $27)

With her startling new story collection, 
Alexandra Kleeman has “thrown out 
the instruction manual,” said Michael 
Deagler in TheMillions.com. Toggling 
from surrealism to realism and back, 
the author of the acclaimed novel You 

Too Can Have a Body Like Mine sandwiches 
a suite of stories about a woman named Karen 
between more dreamlike tales concerned with 
birth and death. The stories are less electric than 
their juxtaposition, but Kleeman is blazing a new 
trail, and she’s “masterful at the sentence level.”

Intimations

by Alexandra Kleeman (Harper, $26)
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Frances Stark “might be an Andy Warhol 
of the 21st century,” said Cate McQuaid 
in The Boston Globe. Our “nakedly nar-
cissistic” era of social media, selfies, and 
reality TV has been crying out for its own 
master of ironic self-documentation, and 
the Los Angeles–based multimedia artist 
is a worthy candidate. Stark, channeling 
Warhol, “has found a rich surface vein of 
the American psyche that no artist before 
has effectively accessed.” She makes every 
aspect of her identity available for public 
consumption: “Her sex life, her neuroses, 
her pedagogical passions, and motherhood 
are all on the table.” The trick is that Stark, 
49, is spoofing, not succumbing to, narcis-
sism. The title of this “elegant, sweeping, 
occasionally sweet” midcareer retrospective 
is a nod to the risks a person takes by put-
ting her entire life on show. “Uh-oh—what 
has she gotten herself into?”

“Were she deadly serious, or an airhead, 
the results might be unbearable,” said 
Richard Woodward in The Wall Street 
Journal. But Stark proves “a funny 
observer of herself and art history.” Her 
early works tended to be text-based and 
literary: For a 1992 piece, she painstak-

Stark’s Another Chorus Individual (2007)

Exhibit of the week 

UH-OH: Frances Stark 1991–2015
Museum of Fine Arts, Boston, through Jan. 29
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ingly copied out Henry Miller’s novel 
Sexus using carbon paper, raising questions 
about the nature of inspiration. Stark’s 
video art, though often graphically sim-
plistic, always grabs your attention. In My 
Best Thing (2011), an animated Lego-like 
Adam and Eve re-enact online conversa-
tions Stark engaged in on a video-sex 
chat site. The video “highlights the kooky 
charms of Stark’s art: her openness, self-
deprecation, candor about female lust, 
philosophic curiosity, and unconventional 

storytelling.” Yet as with so much of her 
art, “it tries your patience, running more 
than 1½ hours.”

Together, the exhibition’s 120 works cre-
ate a self-portrait that’s “wholly distinctive 
yet utterly anonymous,” said Christopher 
Knight in the Los Angeles Times. Or 
perhaps Stark’s work is less about self- 
portraiture than about teasing out the 
ambiguous place of every artist in today’s 
“money-obsessed and entertainment-
possessed” society. Stark understands that 
when an artist moves from studio to gal-
lery, she starts performing for the crowd, 
and she makes a game of that dynamic. 
One series of collages features a chorus girl 
jauntily clad in a “burlesque” cluster of 
disks, each striped in black, blue, and green 
in such a way that the eye perceives them 
as spinning. In my favorite collage, 2008’s 
Chorus Girl Folding Self in Half, the dancer 
stares at us from between her legs “like a 
Belle Époque poster remastered in Marcel 
Duchamp’s eye-bending optical roto-
reliefs.” Then you realize that the chorine 
isn’t just submitting h erself to an audience’s 
gaze—“she is actually mooning you.” The 
piece “unpacks socially constructed biases 
toward women in general and artists in 
particular, then delivers a visual raspberry.” 
It’s what Stark, “the visual poet laureate of 
the internet age,” does best. 

Bon Iver’s latest project 
“feels like the work of 
an artist starting over 
from scratch,” said 
Will Hermes in Rolling 
Stone. Over the past 
six years, the indie folk 
hero, whose real name 

is Justin Vernon, has “carried on a rich 
conversation with modern pop,” collabo-
rating with Kanye West and James Blake 
and pushing into neo-soul with 2011’s Bon 
Iver, Bon Iver. With his long-awaited third 
album, the Grammy winner has completed 
his evolution, trading his gently strummed 
guitar and signature falsetto for processed 
vocals, beats, synths, and fuzzy samples. 
“The results place him among pop’s top 
futurists.” But I miss the old Bon Iver, said 
Greg Kot in the Chicago Tribune. Vernon’s 
songs retain the melancholy air that marked 
his 2007 debut, For Emma, Forever Ago, but 
now they “must fight for air beneath static 
and noise.” The lyrics, often presented as 
transmissions from a distorted other world, 
are filled with strange questions (“What is 
left when unhungry?”) and admissions of 
doubt (“I don’t know the path”). “Bon Iver 
is moving on, but to where exactly?”

Think of this album 
as “an op-ed column 
with guitars,” said Mark 
Deming in AllMusic 
.com. The Drive-By 
Truckers have never 
shied from addressing 
our nation’s political 

divides, but American Band is their “most 
explicitly political album to date,” and it’s 
“full of both fury and purpose.” Over the 
foot-stomping Southern rock of “Surrender 
Under Protest,” singer and guitarist Mike 
Cooley rails against the Confederate flag. 
His songwriting partner, Patterson Hood, 
mourns unarmed black men shot by police 
on the acoustic “What It Means” and makes 
a case for firearms control on “Guns of 
Umpqua”—a chilling account of a mass 
shooting at an Oregon college. Some listen-
ers might tire of the album’s M.O. of get-
ting right to the point, said Dan Caffrey in 
Consequ enceOfSound.net. But the songs’ 
“unique lyrical details” lift the collection 
above the angry monotony of most protest 
music, and the songwriters’  background—
they’re two middle-aged white guys from 
Alabama—“makes their atypical political 
stance all the more important.”

The spirit of Nina 
Simone lives on in 
Solange Knowles, said 
Latifah Muhammad 
in Vibe.com. The 
first album in eight 
years from Beyoncé’s 
younger sister turns 

out to be “a multilayered masterpiece”—
a confessional diary and portrait of the 
black experience in America that excels as 
“a collision of artistry and activism.” Across 
the record’s 21 tracks, the 30-year-old 
singer-songwriter “shows off a tonal range 
that other artists can’t touch,” said Amy 
Zimmerman in TheDailyBeast.com. Her col-
laborators, including Lil Wayne, Questlove, 
and Dev Hynes, have helped her weave 
together touches of R&B, electronica, pop, 
and indie rock, and with her sweet, clear 
voice, she’s as comfortable delivering harsh 
truths as she is celebrating black beauty 
and resilience. Songs like “F.U.B.U.,” or “For 
Us, By Us,” express outright defiance, said 
Antwaun Sargent in WMagazine.com. 
More than anything, though, A Seat at the 
Table is “an ode to self-care” that doesn’t 
aspire to massive chart success. “For the 
most part, Solange just wants  to be heard.”

Bon Iver
22, A Million

Drive-By Truckers
American Band

Solange
A Seat at the Table
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“What do we do with The 
Birth of a Nation?” asked 
Stephen Marche in Esquire 
.com. This powerful dra-
matization of Nat Turner’s 
1831 slave rebellion, which 
was hailed as a landmark 
and Oscar front-runner 
when it debuted at the 
Sundance Film Festival, is 
now arriving in theaters 
in a storm of controversy 
tied to its star and direc-
tor, Nate Parker. Seventeen years ago, Parker was 
accused of raping a fellow Penn State student, and 
though he was acquitted and maintains he was 
falsely accused, the matter resurfaced dramatically 
this summer when reporters learned that his accuser 
later killed herself. The troubling full story makes 
Parker harder to root for. But his Birth of a Nation 
remains “one of the best films of the past several 
years,” and “the world needs to see it.” It relates 
an important chapter in U.S. history, and “the teller 
doesn’t matter enough to reject it.”

Unfortunately, the movie isn’t the masterful work 
early reviews promised; it’s “hardly even a good 
one,” said Stephanie Zacharek in Time.com. Parker 

turns in a “grounded and 
thoughtful” lead perfor-
mance, but as a director, 
he’s “bluntly effective,” little 
more. His Nat Turner is a 
student of the Bible engaged 
in a battle of good versus 
evil, complete with a “sadis-
tic supervillain” on the 
slaveholder side, said David 
Edelstein in NYMag .com. 
There are moments when 
this retelling of Turner’s 

story is “worthy of its subject,” including in the 
bloody rebellion sequence, when the cinematogra-
phy evokes Pablo Picasso’s Guernica. But too many 
other passages are pedestrian or heavy-handed, said 
Todd VanDerWerff in Vox.com. “Parker doesn’t 
want you to think Turner was a good or even great 
man; he wants you to think he was the best man, 
an American icon who deserves more attention 
than he’s gotten.” And the controversy surrounding 
Parker heightens the problem. When the camera 
treats Turner as a borderline deity, it’s hard to escape 
the “very human, very flawed” person up there on 
screen. “It’s impossible to look at Turner’s presenta-
tion as a Christ figure and not think about all the 
other things you know about the man playing him.” 

Anyone who’s read Paula 
Hawkins’ The Girl on the Train 
will be disappointed with the 
adaptation, said Cath Clarke 
in Time Out London. No lon-
ger is the story set in suburban 
London, nor is the alcoholic 
title character overweight. “But 
the real felony here” is how 
“ungripping” Hawkins’ psy-
chological thriller has become. 
Though Emily Blunt is a convincing enough mess to 
make you forget her slimness, the movie “doesn’t feel 
chilly enough” to make its dark turns convincing. Of 
course, it couldn’t have been easy to adapt Hawkins’ 
puzzle-box narrative, said Robert Abele in TheWrap 
.com. Blunt’s Rachel Watson eventually takes an 

interest in her ex’s picture-perfect 
neighbor, and when that woman 
goes missing—and Rachel wakes 
from a booze-induced blackout 
covered in blood—director Tate 
Taylor proves “woefully incapa-
ble” of keeping the multiple plot-
lines on track. The result is “a 
suspense-free jumble.” Even so, 
Blunt’s performance is “reason 
alone to see it,” said Tim Robey 

in The Telegraph (U.K.). “Terrifically broken,” the 
British actress “throws every stray ounce of feeling 
and insight she can at the role.” Rachel is better 
than everything around her, and “there are moments 
when you wish this raddled stalker had simply been 
allowed to direct her own film.” 

This uncommonly astute road-
trip movie should be required 
viewing, said David Sims in 
The Atlantic. A “bold, often 
abrasive statement about life 
on the fringes of society,” it fol-
lows a group of young drifters 
who travel the country selling 
magazines door-to-door, and the 
wandering odyssey we’re invited 
to join is “worth every minute 
of its nearly three-hour running time.” Newcomer 
Sasha Lane proves brilliant as Star, a Texas teen who 
escapes an abusive home when she happens upon 
the crew at a Kmart, and Shia LaBeouf lends the 
crew’s ponytailed sales champ “the kind of freaky, 
charismatic volatility you can’t take your eyes off.” 

As Star learns the tricks of 
the dishonest trade and hooks 
up with LaBeouf’s Jake, “you 
can’t help feeling for her,” said 
Stephanie Zacharek in Time. But 
“there’s something belligerent” 
in the way the movie presents 
American poverty, as if its British 
director thinks we need to be 
hectored into caring. Somehow, 
though, these youthful magazine 

hawkers look past their exploitation and “find a 
fierce joy in the bohemian gig,” said Sara Stewart 
in the New York Post. At 162 minutes, American 
Honey often feels like a long road trip, complete 
with the need for a pee break. The payoff, though, is 
“an unflinching portrait of middle America.” 

The Birth  
of a Nation

A Virginia slave ignites  
a violent revolt.

Directed by Nate Parker
(R)

Review of reviews: Film ARTS 29 
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The Girl on 
the Train

A lonely alcoholic pieces 
together a blackout. 

Directed by Tate Taylor
(R)

American 
Honey

A teenager hits the  
road with a van of misfits.

Directed by Andrea Arnold
(R)

Parker: A fleeting screen hero

Blunt as voyeur

Wayward souls Lane and LaBeouf
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Vice News Tonight 
Conventional wisdom says the nightly newscast 
is a relic, relevant only to an audience that values 
seeing ads about fiber supplements and erectile-
dysfunction pills. But now the alt-news source 
Vice has come up with a 30-minute evening pro-
gram that features no anchors and aims to pull 
in Millennials. Will they—or anyone—tune in? 
Segments will be available for streaming after each 
broadcast. Monday, Oct. 10, at 7:30 p.m., HBO 

Mascots  
In the 30 years since Christopher Guest helped 
dream up This Is Spinal Tap, the mockumen-
tary format exploited by that movie has become 
part of modern comedy’s DNA. In Guest’s 
new spoof—about sports mascots competing 
for a national title—he very much follows the 
 ensemble-comedy formula he established in 
Waiting for Guffman and Best in Show. But it’s 
nice to see so many members of the old gang 
back together again, including Jane Lynch, Fred 
Willard, Ed Begley Jr., and Parker Posey. Available 
for streaming Thursday, Oct. 13, Netflix 

Haters Back Off 
In a world that sometimes feels overcrowded 
with annoying famous people, Miranda Sings is 
famously annoying. Played by her creator, Colleen 
Ballinger, the delusional Miranda posts incompe-
tent music videos on YouTube that have landed 
her a faithful audience of 6.5 million. In this new 
comedy series, the utterly untalented Miranda 
continues her stumbling ascent to undeserved 
celebrity with the help of her oddball family. 
Available for streaming Friday, Oct. 14, Netflix 

Berlin Station  
Moody, atmospheric, and steeped in Cold War 
history, Germany’s capital is the perfect backdrop 
for a John le Carré–style spy series. In a story 
created by novelist Olen Steinhauer, a CIA opera-
tive is sent to Berlin to ferret out the mole who is 
leaking state secrets to an Edward Snowden–like 
whistleblower. Richard Armitage stars, with 
Richard Jenkins, Rhys Ifans, and Michelle Forbes 
all adding intrigue as the protagonist’s suspect 
colleagues. Sunday, Oct. 16, at 9 p.m., Epix 

Television30 ARTS

The Week’s guide to what’s worth watching
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Monday, Oct. 10  
The Shawshank 
Redemption  

Morgan Freeman and Tim 
Robbins are inmates who 
form an unlikely bond in 
an Oscar-nominated prison 
drama that’s become an 
always rewarding cable 
staple. (1994) 4 p.m., AMC 

Tuesday, Oct. 11 
Carol  

A socialite initiates a 
romance with a Manhattan 
shop girl in Todd Haynes’ 
gorgeous adaptation of a 
1952 Patricia Highsmith 
novel. Cate Blanchett and 
Rooney Mara co-star. (2015) 
6 p.m., Showtime 

Wednesday, Oct. 12  
Hombre 

Paul Newman plays an 
Apache-raised white man 
forced to defend the bigots 
on a stagecoach in a revi-
sionist Western based on 
an Elmore Leonard novel. 
(1967) 10:30 p.m., TCM 

Thursday, Oct. 13  
Big  

Tom Hanks is perfect as 
a 12-year-old trapped in 
a man’s body in Penny 
Marshall’s winning fantasy 
comedy. (1988) 9 p.m., Starz 

Friday, Oct. 14 
The Little Shop of Horrors  

Shot in just two days, 
Roger Corman’s hilarious 
dark comedy about a florist 
dedicated to feeding his 
human-flesh–eating plant 
is a perfect opener to the 
Halloween season. (1960) 
11:30 p.m., TCM 

Saturday, Oct. 15  
The Man Who Shot  
Liberty Valance  

John Wayne and Jimmy 
Stewart play a rancher and 
a naïve lawyer who face 
down a brutal outlaw in 
arguably the best of John 
Ford’s Westerns. (1962) 
10:30 p.m., Sundance 

Sunday, Oct. 16  
Singles  

Love blooms in grunge-era 
Seattle for Bridget Fonda, 
Matt Dillon, Kyra Sedgwick, 
and Campbell Scott in this 
Cameron Crowe rom-com. 
(1992) 9 p.m., Movieplex

Movies on TV

Go get ’em, Billy Bob. Coming off a Golden 
Globe–winning run on FX’s Fargo, Billy Bob 
Thornton leaps into a battle with a corporate be-
hemoth in a noirish new legal-thriller series from 
David E. Kelley, creator of L.A. Law and Ally 
McBeal. Thornton plays a fallen lawyer who’s 
trying to sober up long enough to prosecute a 
wrongful death case against a major aerospace 
company represented by his powerful former 
firm. A menacing William Hurt plays his ex-
partner and current courtroom opponent. Maria 
Bello and Dwight Yoakam fill out the stellar cast. 
Available for streaming Friday, Oct. 14, Amazon 

Show of the week

Thornton on the rebound

Goliath

The Durrells in Corfu  
Escaping to a Greek island is never a bad idea. 
This sunny six-part British import, based on an 
autobiographical trilogy by naturalist Gerald 
Durrell, tells the delightful story of a widow 
who moves her precocious children from bleak 
pre–World War II England to a new life on idyllic 
Corfu. The series drew Downton Abbey–like rat-
ings across the pond. Sunday, Oct. 16, at 8 p.m., 
PBS; check local listings 

Other highlights 
The Contenders: 16 for ’16 
PBS’ eight-part series about 16 past presiden-
tial contenders focuses on Barry Goldwater 
and Ronald Reagan, and how their campaigns 
reshaped the Republican Party. Tuesday, Oct. 11, 
at 8 p.m., PBS; check local listings

Southwest of Salem: The Story   
of the San Antonio Four  
Almost 20 years after they were convicted of 
child sexual abuse, four Latina lesbians are 
finally out of prison, but still fighting to prove 
their innocence. Saturday, Oct. 15, at 8 p.m., 
Investigation Discovery 

Killing Reagan  
Bill O’Reilly’s best-selling book about the 
attempted assassination of Ronald Reagan 
becomes a two-hour dramatization, with Tim 
Matheson as the president and Cynthia Nixon 
as Nancy. Sunday, Oct. 16, at 8 p.m., National 
Geographic Channel 

• All listings are Eastern Time.

The Durrells in Corfu: Britain’s latest crush
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Grenache doesn’t have to be brawny, 
said Eric Asimov in The New York Times. 
Though the grape often yields “jammy” 
wines with a “portlike” alcoholic punch, 
it’s also versatile enough to please those 
of us who prefer subtlety, earthiness, 
and balance. While California has always 
produced grenaches in both styles, 
the restrained approach is spreading.
2014 Neyers Rossi Ranch ($33) This 
“fresh and loral” Sonoma Valley 
grenache is “beautifully balanced,” 
with “a spine of minerality and lus-
cious lavors of red fruit.”
2013 A Tribute to Grace ($79) A  
Sierra Foothills grenache, this 
wine combines silky texture 
with “rich, high-toned lavors of 
raspberries and cherries.”
2014 Bonny Doon Clos De Gilroy 
($20) In this nicely balanced Mon-
terey County wine, �rm tannins 
are offset by “savory lavors of 
red fruits and earth.” 

LEISURE 31

Food & Drink

Miminashi Napa, Calif.
“It seems like every time Bay Area chefs 
travel to Japan, they come back energized,” 
said Michael Bauer in the San Francisco 
Chronicle. That’s what appears to have 
happened to Curtis Di Fede, who when 
last in Napa was being celebrated for his 
southern Italian–inspired fare at Oenotri. 
A three-year break allowed him to travel 
the world, though, and his new project—a 
Japanese-style pub, or izakaya—has given 
the small wine-country hub an impressive 
new dining destination. The “breathtak-
ing” interior offers a contemporary take 
on a poplar wood–lined pagoda, and the 
menu honors tradition, “but with enough 
flair to create excitement.” Di Fede is again 
serving Paine Farm squab, here plated with 
mustard greens, pole beans, and warm 
peaches, and his Snake River Farms zabu-
ton, a wagyu short-rib steak, is “one of the 
best beef dishes I’ve had in some time.” 
Raw offerings might include Arctic char 
or coins of Monterey Bay octopus, and the 
23 sakes and offbeat wine list support the 
menu beautifully. Even the fried rice, which 
changes nightly, has layers: You pause 
mid-mouthful “to see what happens next.” 
821 Coombs St., (707) 254-9464

Field & Main Marshall, Va.
At this reborn 19th-century tavern in rural 
Virginia, “some of what you eat and drink 
is bound to have come from someone sit-

Critics’ choice: Great dining for day-trippers
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Grenache: Its subtle side
Shuai Wang’s delicious variation on shrimp and grits plays with tradition,  

said Jed Portman in Garden & Gun. Forget tomato, bell pepper, and even grits.  
At his acclaimed Charleston, S.C., food truck Short Grain, the Beijing-born, New York–
raised chef gives the Lowcountry favorite a Chinese twist by replacing the grits with 

heirloom Carolina Gold long-grain rice and adding black  
vinegar, salty soy, and sweet earthy miso for lavor.

Recipe of the week

• In a saucepan, bring stock or water to 
a boil. Reduce heat to medium-low; add 
rice. Simmer uncovered until 
rice is consistency of porridge, 
about 45 minutes, stirring occa-
sionally to prevent sticking. Stir 
in butter, salt, and pepper.
• Set skillet over high heat; add 
oil. When it’s just smoking, add 
shrimp in a single layer. Do not 
move them. When they begin 

to brown at edges (about 2 minutes), add 
unsalted butter, garlic, green onions, sake, 

and miso. Shake pan to com-
bine, then remove from heat. 
• In a bowl, whisk together soy 
sauce, vinegar, and chili oil. To 
serve, divide rice grits between 
two bowls, then add shrimp. 
Pour soy sauce mixture over 
top and garnish with peanuts. 
Serves 2.

Shrimp and Carolina Gold rice ‘grits’
3 cups chicken stock • ½ cup Carolina Gold rice • ½ tbsp butter • ½ tsp kosher salt  

• 1 pinch white pepper • 1 tbsp canola oil • 12 medium shrimp, peeled • 1 tbsp  
unsalted butter • 2 cloves garlic, minced • 2 green onions, thinly sliced at an angle  
• 2 tbsp sake • 1 tbsp white miso • 1 tbsp soy sauce • 1 tbsp Chinese black vinegar,  

or malt vinegar • ¼ tsp chili oil • ¼ cup roasted peanuts, crushed

ting near you,” said Tom Sietsema in The 
Washington Post. The community con-
nections are that strong at Neal and Star 
Wavra’s new restaurant, which sources 
much of its menu and wine list locally and 
then regularly welcomes the producers as 
dinner guests. You could make a whole 
meal of first courses like the sorghum-berry 
risotto with goat cheese and the sweet scal-
lops atop charred cabbage. Several of chef 
Anthony Nelson’s entrées spend time over 
a wood fire in the 10-foot-wide hearth, and 
“the beef in particular makes extraordinary 
eating, be it blushing slices of roast beef or 
thick rib-eye steak.” If you want a quick, 
casual meal, stop next door at the Wavras’ 
sandwich shop, which serves house-made 
sausages, hot dogs, and meatballs. Not that 

the multi-room main operation is staid. 
At Field & Main, “table-hopping turns 
out to be as much an activity as chewing.” 
8369 W. Main St., (540) 364-8166

Phoenicia Diner Phoenicia, N.Y. 
“Expect to find more places like Phoenicia 
Diner dotting the Catskills in the near fu -
ture,” said Robert Sietsema in NYEater.com. 
A refurbished roadside joint just northwest 
of Woodstock, it’s been only partly made 
over since its decades as a standard diner 
ended in 2011, but it packs in both old-
timers and Millennials for its simple but 
exciting breakfast and lunch fare. Since 
buying the diner, ex-Brooklynite Mike 
Cioffi has added a bit of extra chrome, 
rippled glass, and a logo featuring a snazzy 
1960s station wagon loaded with camp-
ing gear. The menu “divides almost 50-50 
into revamped diner classics and modish 
modern fare,” with bespoke cocktails and 
local beers and wines available, too. But 
standbys like French toast and tuna sand-
wiches get “locavoric, eco-minded, sea-
sonal” upgrades, and even bistro-style items 
like avocado and salmon tartine won’t 
push anyone’s total bill beyond $15. The 
Phoenicia Diner is beloved by hicksters—
you know, those urban hipsters who are 
moving to small towns to find cheap rents. 
But Cioffi has created an establishment that 
can be enjoyed by just about anyone who 
passes by. 5681 NY-28, (845) 688-9957

Neal and Star Wavra at Field & Main
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“There exists a timeless tradition of 
volunteer grape-harvesting—as ancient, 
perhaps, as wine itself,” said Ann Mah 
in The New York Times. Even today, 
many small winemakers in France rely 
on unpaid help during les vendanges — 
the harvest days of late summer. 
Earlier this year, I emailed three such 
wineries, offering to pitch in with the 
hand picking, and all three extended 
invitations. In the end, I chose the type 
of wine I like best, and wound up at 
AR Lenoble, a family-run vineyard in 
Damery, Champagne. I worked long, 
hard hours for my meals and earned 
no pay. But it was also a perfect wine 
enthusiast’s vacation. “The camarade-
rie, breathtaking vineyard views, and rare 
glimpses of French culture can almost make 
the backaches disappear. The free-flowing 
Champagne doesn’t hurt, either.” 

Grasping one-handed pruning clippers, I 
knelt beside a tangled vine, parting leaves 
“crisp as newspaper.” The challenge, I 

This week’s dream: Working the harvest at a French vineyard
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No longer do you have 
to go as far as Tahiti or 
the Maldives to stay in an 
overwater bungalow, said 
Lacy Morris in Architectural 
Digest. El Dorado Maroma, 
a beachfront resort and spa 
on the Riviera Maya, has 
just unveiled Mexico’s first 
palafitos, or “stilt houses.” 
The 30 stand-alone suites 
are modeled after thatch-
roofed lake shelters built 
by the Aztecs, and each has 
glass floors, a plunge pool, 
and a Jacuzzi. During your 
stay, a private butler attends 
to every need, bringing 
breakfast when you rise, and 
cocktails and fresh towels 
while you’re sunbathing.
eldoradosparesorts.com; 
$950 a night.

Hotel of the week

Of Colorado’s many scenic canyons, “none can 
match the depth and grandeur of the Royal 
Gorge,” said Lon Abbott and Terri Cook in 5280 
.com. The gorge’s walls, which rise sharply from 
the banks of the Arkansas River, support North 
America’s highest suspension bridge, a narrow 
span built for ticket-holding visitors to Royal 
Gorge Bridge and Park. The river lies a “dizzying” 
955 feet below where you cross, and the view is 
more stunning when you consider how the chasm 
formed. The gorge’s walls are composed of gray 
granite and metamorphic gneiss—hard rock that 
by rights should’ve diverted the river’s path. But 
five million years ago, several thousand feet of 
softer sedimentary rock covered the granite and 
gneiss and once the water cut through those lay-
ers, it began carving a notch into the harder rock, 
setting the course the river has taken ever since. 
That unlikely path has worked out nicely, at least 
for all who have enjoyed the dramatic scenery.

Getting the flavor of...

A new view of the Riviera Maya

Last-minute travel deals
Berkshires color 
The Red Lion Inn, the Williams 
Inn, and two sister boutique 
properties in Massachusetts’ 
Berkshires are offering up to 
30 percent off on midweek 
stays. At the Red Lion in 
Stockbridge, rates start at 
$160. Book by Oct 27.  
mainstreethospitalitygroup.com

London luxury 
The five-star 35-room Franklin 
Hotel in London’s Knightsbridge 
district is celebrating its recent 
makeover by offering special 
rates through Dec. 18. A two-
night stay in mid-October 
starts at $518 a night, breakfast 
included. Book by Oct 31.  
thefranklinlondon.com

Carefree in Cayman 
The Wyndham Reef Resort in 
Grand Cayman is offering up to 
25 percent off on all-inclusive 
four-night stays. The Beachfront 
Bliss package includes all meals 
and drinks for $425 a night per 
couple. Book this month for 
travel through Dec. 23.
wyndhamcayman.com

learned, was finding the right stem to snip 
to make a grape bunch fall heavily into 
my outstretched hand. And then to do it 
again and again, because the rows of vines 
stretched “as far as I could see, lushly ver-
dant, laden with fruit.” All volunteers gath-
ered for lunch, a four-course meal served 
at a long kitchen table, and then we were 

back at it. Even my Spartan dormi-
tory room looked enticing by quitting 
time, and the next morning came 
early, “heralded first by church bells 
and then by the insistent thwack of the 
pressoirs, or grape presses.”

Before arriving, I had wondered: 
“Could long days of physical labor 
feel at all relaxing?” I got my answer 
during my last afternoon in the vine-
yard, when the rain clouds parted 
and the “sudden, hothouse warmth” 
inspired us to peel off the raincoats 
we’d worn for days. As I worked, my 
hands stained dark with tannins, I 
fell into “an almost meditative state,” 

admiring “the bright flash of a ladybug 
moving across a green leaf,” the soft vio-
let of the clustered grapes, and “the faint 
striated pattern of vineyard rows running 
toward the village below.”
World Wide Opportunities on Organic 
Farms (wwoof.net) connects volunteers 
with winemakers.

Colorado’s most spectacular gorge

The new Virginia Capital Trail turns out to be “a 
tough ride for someone with Historical Marker 
Compulsive Disorder,” said David Brown in The 
Washington Post. The year-old bike path, which 
runs from Jamestown Settlement to Richmond, 
covers 400 years of fascinating history, creating a 
lot of potential stops for a buff like me. I recently 
spent a weekend cycling the 52-mile paved trail 
with friends, and I logged only 100 yards out of 
our parking lot before a row of markers forced 
me to brake: “Who knew that Polish crafts-
men were recruited to the Jamestown colony in 
1608?” Dozens more markers—not to mention 
monuments, battlefields, and storied plantations—
were scattered along our mostly wooded course 
as we traveled roughly parallel to the James River. 
Our round trip, broken by a night at Richmond’s 
Linden Row Inn, proved to be “just what we 
were looking for: long enough to be a challenge, 
short enough to do in a weekend.”

Virginia’s new history trail

Playa del Carmen, Mexico

El Dorado Maroma

Volunteers harvesting grapes at Domaine Rouge-Bleu
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The best of...harvest-time kitchenware

Consumer

Wired.com
What a difference seven years makes. Better 
in every way than the model it replaces, the 
second-generation Panamera turns out to 
be “as capable on a track as it is in traf-
� c, and as luxurious as a day at the spa.” 
Porsche’s � rst four-door sedan earned less 
respect at its 2009 debut, saddled as it was 
with a “bulbous derriere.” But the 2017 mod-
el is new from the ground up, and it’s now 
“indisputably” Porsche-like: streamlined 
and athletic, plus “stupid fast for a car that 
weighs 4,400 pounds.”

Automobile
In cities that loved the � rst Panamera, the 

“vastly improved” 2017 will sell like crazy. 
Even the smaller of two new turbo-charged 
engines can manage 180 mph and a 
4.2- second sprint from 0 to 60 mph, and the 
car can double as an “extremely relaxed” 
cruiser, capable of “swiftly and luxuriously 
eating up hundreds of miles in a day.” Per-
haps no other vehicle in its segment offers 
the Panamera’s “allu ring combo” of comfort, 
convenience, and effortless performance.

Road & Track
Even with its new chassis, new silhouette, 
new engines, new transmission, and roughly 
100 million new lines of computer code gov-
erning its every move, the new Panamera 

still won’t win over every old-school Porsche 
fan. But “as a feat of engineering, and now a 
focused luxury product, it’s a triumph.”

 LEISURE 33

Tip of the week...
Time to plant some flower bulbs

Best apps...
For small-business owners

And for those who have 
everything...

Mattel’s 
new Barbie 
Hello Dream-
house is so 
cutting-edge, it 
“makes last 
year’s ver-
sion seem 
like a rat-infested hovel.” It responds to voice 
commands—so simply say the words and 
the front door will open and the elevator de-
scend. But the house does 100 more things 
too. “Would you like to throw a mermaid 
party? One with disco lights and delicious 
pretend baked goods for the guests? Just 
ask, bro.” And with the house’s customizable 
sound effects, you can even make the toilet 
“cluck like a dang chicken.” Yes, $300 is steep 
for a toy. Still, that’s “a crazy-good price for 
a home that’s way, way better than yours.”
$300, shop.mattel.com

Source: Wired.com

What to choose: Many minor bulbs pro-
duce early spring blossoms year after year, 
adding color to a garden even before the 
grass turns green. Popular picks include cro-
cus, grape hyacinth, and glory-of-the-snow. 
If deer are a problem, opt for snowflake, 
snowdrop, or daffodil, all of which contain a 
toxic alkaloid that repels animals. 

Where to plant: Because the flowers 
bloom and die back early, minor bulbs can 
be planted right in your lawn, or anywhere 
they’ll get sun and drainage is decent. For 
a natural look, scatter the bulbs by hand on 
the lawn, then plant them 3 to 4 inches deep 
where they land. Create flower clusters by 
planting about 10 bulbs per square foot.

And then what? Come spring, hold off 
mowing over the bulb foliage until it with-
ers and yellows. That will ensure that the 
flowers spread, and that the plants sprout 
and bloom again the following year.
Source: Better Homes & Gardens

Paper by FiftyThree is great for anybody 
who misses working on paper. If you have 
a stylus, you can use this free iOS-only app 
to take notes, maintain a planner, annotate 
photos, build presentations or charts, and 
much more.

DocuSign makes fax machines seem me-
dieval. It streamlines the process of creating, 
signing, and sending client agreements—
and si milar documents—because you can 
do it all from the palm of your hand. 

If This, Then That can practically be a 
personal assistant. It can perform a simple 
chore on a routine schedule, like turning off 
lights or adding a fresh post to your busi-
ness’s Facebook page. It can also remind 
you to complete a task you’ve postponed.

Harvest helps you maintain time sheets 
and expense records, then turns them into 
electronic invoices. It also keeps real-time 
data on your company’s billable hours.
Source: Refinery29.com

2017 Porsche Panamera: What the critics say

A sports sedan transformed, from $99,900

Spiralizer 
Apple Peeler
This countertop contrap-
tion “makes slicing, cor-
ing, and peeling apples a 
simple proposition.” Built 
of cast steel, the peeler 
is “amazingly sturdy,” 
and the winding rod and 
stainless steel blades 
clean up easily. 
$18, amazon.com

Source: 

TheSmartConsumer.com

Baker’s Advantage 
Ceramic Pie Dish
This pie dish outper-
forms alternatives priced 
twice as high. Crusts 
brown evenly and 
release easily, the l uted 
edge adds style, and the 
sides are deep enough 
to handle any pie you 
might try. Plus, “it looks 
good on the table.”
$20, pfaltzgraff.com

Source: TheSweethome.com

Lodge 6-Quart 
Dutch Oven
“You could spend a lot 
more” on an enameled 
cast-iron pot, but the 
durable, well-designed 
Lodge “cooks stews just 
as well as Dutch ovens 
selling for four times 
the price.” Details like 
its sloped sides and big 
handles set it apart.
$60, amazon.com

Source: TheSweethome.com

Ninja 3-in-1 
Cooking System
This countertop cooker 
“has it all”: a slow-
cooker function; a 
stovetop setting that lets 
you sauté or sear with 
ease; and even an oven 
setting, allowing you to 
roast at temperatures up 
to 425 degrees. 
$130, target.com

Source: Every Day With 

Rachael Ray

SilPat Perfect 
Cookie Baking Sheet
Up your cookie game 
this fall with a � berglass 
and silicone baking 
sheet. Bakers have 
sworn by them for 
50 years, because they 
prevent burning and 
sticking and the cook-
ies come out perfectly 
round every time.
$19, amazon.com

Source: RealSimple.com
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Best properties on the market

1  Barnard  This three-
bedroom home, built in 
2008, sits on a mountain 
summit at 1,840 feet. The 
open-concept house, de-
signed by local architects, 
includes oversize windows, 
stone and wood floor-
ing, an upper-level office, 
and a gourmet kitchen. 
A covered porch leads to 
decks with views, and the 
35-acre property has two 
ponds. $1,830,000. Rick 
Higgerson, Four Seasons 
Sotheby’s International 
Realty, (802) 291-0436 

3  Burlington Built in 1906 and later 
renovated, this four-bedroom home offers 
deed- protected lake and mountain views. The 
house has historical details, an updated kitch-
en with granite counters and glass-doored 
 built-ins, a playroom, a basement workshop, 
and a vaulted master suite. Front and back 
porches overlook a perennial garden and lake. 
$949,000. Brian Boardman, Coldwell Banker 
Hickock and Boardman, 802-343-0971

2  Stratton  Set on 140 acres 
next to conservation land, this 
six-bedroom 2002 house has 
unobstructed mountain views. 
Built to follow the contours of 
its setting, it features 18-foot 
windows, wood- and stone-
work, a chef’s kitchen, three 
fireplaces, a dining-level terrace, 
a gym and spa, and a home 
theater. Outside are a helipad, 
landscaped yards, a fire pit, and 
a tennis court. $3,500,000. Kim 
Wohler, Wohler Realty Group, 
(802) 236-1604

This week: Homes in Vermont
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5  Burke Burklyn Hall, a 12-bedroom 
Neoclassical home built in 1908, is set on 
86 acres. Original details include marble 
mantels, hand-carved wood, and mahogany 
paneling. Among the house’s 35 rooms are 
a music room, a study, and a butler’s pantry. 
Outside are horse stables, an indoor riding 
arena, pastures, and woods. $4,500,000. 
Kurt Zschau, Four Seasons Sotheby’s Inter-
national Realty, (802) 793-6738 

6  Strafford This property, known as Lily Ridge, offers 180-degree 
mountain views. The three-bedroom house, built in 1988, is clad in 
southern cypress wood and granite. Inside are a circular kitchen with 
a cathedral-ceiling turret, custom mahogany wainscot and trim, ash 
wood floors, and two fireplaces. The 10.6-acre lot has a two-story 
post-and-beam studio, flower beds, perennial gardens, berry bushes, 
and a boules court. $1,350,000. Rick Higgerson, Four Seasons So-
theby’s International Realty, (802) 291-0436

4  West Windsor 

Built in 1970, this five- 
bedroom, AIA award–
winning house lies on 
101 acres of meadow 
and woodland. Details 
include floor-to-ceiling 
windows, stonework, 
wood and polished-
concrete floors, and 
two fireplaces; there 
is a separate en suite 
bedroom wing. The 
grounds have equestrian 
potential. $1,295,000. 
T. Story Jenks, LandVest, 
(802) 238-1332

7  Windham  Built in 1998, this cedar-shingled 
three-bedroom home includes a slate fireplace, up-
dated appliances, wood floors, teak deck, and a two-
car garage with storage, an office, and a workshop. 
The 9.75-acre property features mountain views 
and a pond. $350,000. Nancy Jensen, Four Seasons 
Sotheby’s International Realty, (802) 366-0002

Steal of the week
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The dramatic arc of 
China’s economic 
growth is perfectly illus-
trated by sales of instant 
noodles, said Adam 
Minter in Bloomberg 
.com. As the conve-
nience food of choice 
for millions of workers 
during China’s boom 
years, crumpled instant-
noodle bowls “were 
as ubiquitous around 
Chinese construction 
sites as the high-rise 
cranes above them.” 
Annual noodle sales 
grew from $4.2 billion 
to $7.1 billion between 
2003 and 2008. But 
just as China’s build-
ing boom has slowed, 
“so too has its appetite 
for instant noodles.” 
In September, Tingyi, 
China’s biggest noodle 
maker, reported that 
profits were down 
60 percent for the year. 
Increasingly, Chinese 
consumers, assisted 
by several years of ris-
ing wages, have been 
willing and able to pay 
more for even faster, 
healthier options, with 
food-delivery services 
thriving in cities. These 
days, “a 25-cent bowl of 
instant noodles doesn’t 
make the grade.” 

The economics of  
instant noodles

BUSINESS

“Google is going after a familiar 
foe: Apple,” said Mark Gurman 
in Bloomberg.com. The tech giant 
released two smartphones this week 
designed to compete directly with 
the iPhone: the Pixel and larger 
Pixel XL, which in functional-
ity and pricing are comparable 
to Apple’s flagship device. The 
Pixels have the distinction of being 
the first smartphones entirely 
“designed, engineered, and tested 
in-house by Google.” They’re also the first phones 
to run Google’s new Siri-like digital Assistant, 
which is also the centerpiece of the new Google 
Home, a voice-controlled smart speaker similar to 
Amazon’s Echo that can be used to get updates on 
weather, play music, or dim a room’s lights.

At first glance, Google’s new gad-
gets look like knockoffs of exist-
ing products, said Will Oremus 
in Slate.com. “Yet Google’s 
purpose in building these devices 
is fundamentally different from 
Apple’s or Amazon’s.” Apple 
makes its money selling iPhones, 
while Amazon’s Echo is designed 
to “lure customers into its vast 
shopping and media ecosystem.” 
Google has never been focused 

on selling things, but it does make billions of dol-
lars from search and targeted advertising, which 
depends on collecting lots of users’ personal data. 
Google Assistant, which serves as the guts of both 
the Pixel phone and Google Home, is designed to 
do just that. In short, “you are the product.”

Technology: Google unveils new hardware 

Banks: Looming fine casts cloud over Deutsche Bank 
Deutsche Bank is racing against the clock to strike a deal with U.S. 
authorities on a multibillion-dollar penalty for its role in the hous-
ing crisis, said Georgina Prodhan in Reuters.com. The Department 
of Justice has demanded a fine of up to $14 billion from the German 
bank for selling toxic mortgage-backed securities before the finan-
cial crisis, and Deutsche Bank hopes to reach a settlement before the 
U.S. presidential election, because a new administration could bring 
“unknown risks and likely delays.” The specter of such a massive fine 
has raised questions about the struggling bank’s viability.

Retail: Bass Pro Shops bags Cabela’s for $4.5B 
Two of the biggest sellers of outdoor-sports gear are joining forces, said 
Sara Germano and Kevin Helliker in The Wall Street Journal. Bass Pro 
Shops announced this week that it is acquiring rival Cabela’s for about 
$4.5 billion in cash. Both stores “have spent decades building over-the-
top megastores” that “double as both shopping centers and entertain-
ment destinations.” Bass Pro Shops’ flagship store in Springfield, Mo., 
draws more than 4 million tourists a year. The combined chain will 
have more than 180 locations and control of more than 20 percent of 
the $50 billion U.S. hunting, camping, and fishing market. 

Web: U.S. surrenders the internet’s address book 
“The U.S. has given up its remaining control over the internet,” said 
Richard Waters in the Financial Times. The U.S. government formally 
handed over control of the internet’s naming and addressing system last 
week to ICANN, an independent international body that was already 
handling the system under a contract from Washington. The handover 
occurred despite a last-ditch attempt by congressional Republicans to 
block the move, saying it would make censorship easier for authoritar-
ian governments. 

Media: Redstone family pushes for CBS-Viacom merger 
Sumner and Shari Redstone have “made their intentions for the future 
of their $40 billion media empire crystal clear,” said Emily Steel in The 
New York Times. In a letter sent last week to the boards of CBS and 
Viacom, the father-daughter duo instructed the directors to consider 
combining the two media companies, which were split into independent 
entities in 2006. The Redstones, who control about 80 percent of the 
voting stock in both CBS and Viacom through their company National 
Amusements, also ruled out selling either CBS or Viacom, making it 
clear “that the family would determine the fate of the two companies.” 
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The Pixel: An iPhone rival?

The average fee charged 
by banks for using an out-
of-network ATM is now a 
record $4.57, according to 
recent analysis by Bankrate. 
The average fee has in-
creased every year for the 
past decade. 
CNN.com

If every Fortune 500 com-
pany paid taxes on its profits 
sheltered overseas, the U.S. 
government would receive 
$717.8 billion, according to 
a new study co-authored by 
U.S. PIRG Education Fund 
and Citizens for Tax Justice. 
The windfall would easily 
cover the entire 2015 federal 
budget deficit of $439 billion.  
The New York Times

The nation’s highest 
grocery bills are in Vermont, 
where per capita spending 
on food and beverages last 
year was $4,196, according 

to new Commerce 
Department 

data on 
consumer 
spending. 
That’s almost 
twice the level 

in Oklahoma, 
where per capita 

grocery spending 
was $2,282. 

The Wall Street Journal

Complaints to the Consu-
mer Financial Protection 
Bureau about student lending 
practices have surged 78 per-
cent since last year. There 
were 1,254 complaints in Au-
gust alone, the same month 
the agency fined Wells Fargo 
$3.6 million for charging stu-
dent loan customers illegal 
fees and providing mislead-
ing payment information. 
Bloomberg.com

In 2012, Google had two 
deep-learning projects 
underway, involving a kind 
of artificial intelligence that 
enables software to train 
itself to perform tasks, like 
speech and image recogni-
tion. Today, Google has 
more than 1,000 deep-learn-
ing projects in every major 
product category, including 
search, maps, translation, 
and self-driving cars.  
Fortune.com 

The bottom line
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Making money

Does someone depend on you? Then 
you need life insurance, said George 
Rowand in USA Today. Nevertheless, 
about 40 percent of Americans have no 
such policy, according to LIMRA, an 
international association of life insurance 
and financial planning companies, “and 
half of those who do are underinsured.” 
Even more concerning: One in three par-
ents with children under 18 isn’t insured. 
Maybe it’s because, with people living 
longer, life insurance feels like something 
we might need far in the future, “so 
why worry now?” Although the options 
may seem overwhelming at first, there are two basic types. Term 
insurance, which is the most affordable, covers you for a set 
period of time, “such as 10 or 20 years.” Whole insurance, also 
known as permanent insurance, lasts a lifetime, and can be used 
as an investment vehicle. 

“Most people would do best with simple term life policies,” 
said Beth Pinsker in Reuters.com. Term policies charge a low 
monthly premium, often $50 a month for a person under 55. 
But most people who have life insurance get it through work, 
and it ends when they leave their job. The typical U.S. company 
usually offers a group benefit of one to three times a worker’s 
annual salary at no cost to employees, with an average coverage 
of about $236,000. For younger workers with no family and no 
serious debt, this may be sufficient. But traditionally, the rule of 

thumb has been that life insurance cov-
erage should be 10 times your yearly 
salary. Many experts now recommend 
up to twice as much. About 70 percent 
of workplaces offer additional optional 
coverage, according to LIMRA, which 
can be a smart option for many peo-
ple. Such group benefits “usually re-
quire little underwriting, which means 
no doctor notes or health restrictions.” 

The biggest mistake buyers make is 
underestimating how much insurance 
they need, said Maryalene LaPonsie in 

USNews.com. The old 10-times-income rule of thumb “could 
leave many people underinsured.” In addition to replacing 
lost wages, purchasers should consider future expenses such 
as college tuition, mortgage payments, and other debt. “Un-
like many other assets, the death benefit from life insurance is 
not taxable, meaning it can be a simple and versatile way to 
provide money to loved ones left behind.” “Applying for life 
insurance means answering some pretty personal questions,” 
said Barbara Marquand in MarketWatch.com. Don’t let that 
stop you from getting a policy. For example, maybe you think 
being too overweight will keep you from getting the best rates. 
Apply anyway if you need coverage. You can always ask your 
insurer to adjust your rate later if you lose a few pounds. But as 
long as you don’t have life insurance, “you put your family at 
financial risk.” 

Life insurance: Is your policy enough? 
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The biggest mistake is being underinsured.

Out-of-state college, in-state tuition 

“Attending a public college in another state 
may be more affordable than you think,” 
said Kaitlin Pitsker in Kiplinger.com. “A 
number of regional, state, and college-specific 
programs allow some students to qualify for 
in-state or heavily discounted tuition at out-
of-state public schools.” There are regional 
compacts in New England and the South, 
Midwest, and West, as well as other agree-
ments that allow students from a neighboring 
state to get in-state pricing. Some colleges also 
extend in-state tuition offers to students in 
special circumstances, including “students 
with parents who work in public service, 
such as police officers, firefighters, and some-
times teachers.” Approach your student’s 
high school guidance counselor first for in-
formation about possible programs.

Big discounts for new cars 

“New cars are being discounted at the high-
est levels ever,” said Brad Tuttle in Time.com. 
With new-car purchases slowing this year after 
a record-breaking 2015, automakers have 
been spending heavily on incentives in order 
to juice sales. The average incentive in Septem-
ber reached a record high of $3,923 per unit, 
according to a J.D. Power study, beating the 

previous peak of $3,753 in December 2008. 
At first glance, “right now is a terrific time to 
scoop up a new vehicle at a discount.” But 
while discounts are indeed high, “so, too, are 
the final purchase prices being paid by buy-
ers.” The average retail transaction price for 
a new car was $30,665 in September, also a 
record high. That’s mainly because drivers are 
opting for more-costly SUVs and trucks, while 
skipping affordable small sedans and hybrids.

How to pay an allowance 

“Parents, you may be doling out your kids’ 
allowances all wrong,” said Catey Hill in 
MarketWatch.com. Roughly seven in 10 
American parents give their children some 
kind of allowance, with kids getting $67.80 
per month on average. But in about half of 
families, children still aren’t getting an allow-
ance by age 8, which many experts say is a 
mistake. Lessons learned early are more likely 
to stick, so kids can be given a small allow-
ance as soon as they can count money and 
understand the concept, usually around age 4 
or 5. Tying money directly to chores can also 
backfire, because it makes household respon-
sibilities that are part of being a family seem 
optional. “Kids will simply stop doing their 
chores once they have enough money.” 

What the experts say

For children with 
chronic or life- 
threatening ill-
nesses, camp 
experiences can 
create a vast 
improvement 
in self-esteem, 
independence, and 
social skills. Nestled 
in a canyon along the Colorado River 
in Colorado, the Roundup River Ranch 
(roundupriverranch.org) offers sick chil-
dren adaptable camp experiences like 
horseback riding, kayaking, nature discov-
ery, and art exploration to empower them 
and give them respite from hospitals and 
treatment. Programs are offered free of 
charge to kids ages 7 to 17, with trained 
medical professionals on site to ensure 
safety and well-being. The ranch, which 
has welcomed nearly 4,000 campers from 
11 states since opening its doors in 2011, 
is part of the larger SeriousFun Children’s 
Network of camps dedicated to serving 
children and families coping with illness. 

Charity of the week

Each charity we feature has earned a 
four-star overall rating from Charity 
Navigator, which rates not-for-profit 
organizations on the strength of their 
finances, their governance practices, 
and the transparency of their operations. 
Four stars is the group’s highest rating. 

THE WEEK October 14, 2016



Best columns: Business38

As the things we buy become increasingly digital in 
nature, “the question of what we actually own is 
bubbling up in unexpected places,” said Christopher 
Groskopf. When you purchase a book from a physi-
cal bookstore, for example, your rights are “pretty 
intuitive.” As your personal property, you can sell it, 
lend it to a friend, or even “toss it in the fireplace.” 
That’s not the case for digital goods like ebooks, 
movies, games, and apps. They’re governed by “a 
maze of intellectual property law” and fine-print con-
tracts restricting what you can and cannot do with 
them. Virtually everyone blindly accepts these Terms 
of Service agreements when buying digital items on-

line. And it’s not just ebooks. Owners of John Deere 
tractors, for instance, recently discovered that new 
licensing agreements mean “they can’t legally fix their 
own equipment.” That’s because third-party mechan-
ics are forbidden from examining the tractors’ propri-
etary computer code to determine why the machine 
is broken. Instead, farmers have go to pricier, John 
Deere–certified mechanics. Similarly, even though you 
may own your car, the software required to drive it 
“is only licensed to you.” Most consumers don’t seem 
to realize that the concept of ownership is shifting, 
and “that huge swaths of their lives are legally con-
trolled by contracts they have never even read.”

How did tiny Delaware become “the center of the 
business universe?” asked Alana Semuels. More than 
half of the publicly traded companies on U.S. stock 
exchanges are incorporated in the state, including 
two-thirds of Fortune 500 companies, even though 
their workers, operations, and headquarters are typi-
cally based elsewhere. Contrary to popular belief, this 
isn’t for tax reasons. Rather, corporations have long 
flocked to Delaware because state law requires that 
a company’s directors always try to maximize profits 
for shareholders, “no matter how it affects employ-
ees or the environment.” Corporate cases are heard 
not by a jury but by one of five judges on the state’s 

Court of Chancery. Because so many companies are 
incorporated there, Delaware essentially sets the rules 
for most U.S. firms, even if the state itself is “hardly 
affected by a company’s business.” And because the 
state gets 40 percent of its revenues from business in-
corporation, taxes, and franchise fees, Delaware law-
makers have little incentive to change the business-
friendly laws. The result is that it becomes largely 
futile for other states to pass their own laws reining 
in corporate misbehavior, so long as companies can 
pack up for Delaware with little hassle. Is this really 
the best way to govern “some of the most powerful 
institutions in American life?” A

P

The shift
to digital
ownership
Christopher Groskopf

Qz.com

Why big 
biz loves 
Delaware
Alana Semuels

The Atlantic

An “unprecedented move” to strip Wells Fargo CEO 
John Stumpf of $41 million in pay “has sent a chill 
through Wall Street,” said Olivia Oran and Ross Ker-
ber in Reuters.com. The board of the embattled bank-
ing giant announced last week that it will “claw back” 
some of Stumpf’s stock awards in the wake of devastat-
ing revelations that Wells employees created millions 
of fake and unauthorized accounts. Since the finan-
cial crisis, all of the top U.S. banks have added or 
strengthened clawback provisions to strip pay from 
executives who act irresponsibly or take ex-
cessive risks. Stumpf, however, is the first 
CEO of a major U.S. financial firm “to 
actually have to give back significant pay 
or benefits as the result of a scandal.” 
With Wells Fargo now under ongoing bi-
partisan attack in Washington, many in the industry worry that 
“a hardening political climate” will encourage boards of direc-
tors “to be more aggressive about making them forfeit pay.” 

Historically, clawbacks are extremely rare, said Roger Yu in USA 
Today. About 80 percent of companies in the S&P 500 have 
clawback provisions. But because board directors are “generally 
reluctant to punish their own executives,” few companies have 
actually exercised them. Between 2001 and 2013, 272 companies 
with clawback provisions restated their earnings—often a sign of 
corporate negligence or misconduct—but clawbacks were trig-
gered in fewer than 10 cases. Regulators are now hoping to force 
reluctant corporations’ hand. New rules under consideration by 
the Securities and Exchange Commission would require firms to 
trigger clawbacks in a wide variety of situations, and for the pen-
alty to apply to executives’ pay for seven years instead of three. 

“In some respects this seems like too little, too late,” said 
Gillian Tett in the Financial Times. After all, Wells Fargo 
acted only after Stumpf embarrassed himself in congres-
sional hearings on the phony-accounts scandal, blaming 

thousands of low-level employees for the wide-
spread wrongdoing. “But tardy or not, his-

torians may end up viewing this clawback 
as a watershed moment.” Carrie Tolstedt, 
the former head of community banking at 
Wells Fargo, will also surrender $19 mil-
lion in stock grants, and both she and 
Stumpf will give up this year’s bonuses. 
Still, “it is a huge pity that it has taken 
so long for these reforms to bite.” If 
meaningful compensation forfeiture 
rules had been firmly in place a de-

cade ago, the scandal at Wells Fargo might never have erupted 
in the first place. The lesson here: “Clawbacks need claws.” 

“If the goal is to keep corporate executives honest, compensa-
tion clawbacks aren’t doing the job,” said Gretchen Morgenson 
in The New York Times. Despite having a clawback policy in 
place, Wells Fargo waited three years after this accounts scandal 
first came to light to use it, and only after a storm of negative 
publicity. Even then, Stumpf’s clawback barely left a scratch, 
said Geoff Colvin in Fortune.com. Reading the headlines, one 
“might reasonably suppose that Stumpf would have to write 
a check for $41 million to return money he’d been paid.” In-
stead, the board’s action applied only to unvested stock awards, 
“meaning he could not yet turn them into money even if he had 
wanted to.” If an executive has to give back compensation, this 
is about the least painful way to do it. 

Issue of the week: ‘Clawing back’ executive pay

Wells Fargo CEO Stumpf: Giving up $41 million
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In 1962, Agnes Nixon proposed a 
groundbreaking plotline for the soap 
opera The Guiding Light, about a 
character being diagnosed with uterine 

cancer after undergoing a Pap smear. The network and 
the show’s sponsor, Procter & Gamble, agreed—but 
only if the writer didn’t use the then-taboo words “can-
cer,” “uterus,” or “hysterectomy.” “I thought, ‘Well, 
hmmm, that’s a little tough,’” Nixon recalled. By using 
“irregular cells” in place of “cancer,” Nixon pulled 
it off, creating the first health story line in a daytime 
drama. In a decades-long career, she would insert many 
more socially relevant and politically charged topics like child abuse, 
AIDS, racism, and the Vietnam War into hit shows, including All 
My Children and One Life to Live. She insisted she never set out to 
“break barriers,” but simply rejected the notion that “entertainment 
and public service can never be in the same story.”

Born in Chicago, Nixon was an infant when her parents divorced, 
and she “grew up in Nashville, with her mother, grandmother, and 
an extended family of maiden aunts,” said The Washington Post. 
She longed to be a writer, but her father, a manufacturer of burial 

garments in Chicago, wanted her to join the family 
business. He arranged for her to meet Irna Phillips, a 
pioneering writer of radio serials, hoping she’d be put 
off the career. Instead, Phillips was so impressed with 
Nixon’s sample script that she hired her on the spot. 
Nixon started writing for radio in 1948 and soon 
moved to TV. Her early scripts stuck to “handsome 
cads, passions run amok, and dark secrets,” said The 
New York Times. But she “virtually reinvented soaps” 
with the 1968 premiere of One Life to Live, which 
featured a multi-ethnic cast. All My Children debuted 
in 1970, and three years later a character on the show 

was the first on TV to undergo a legal abortion after the Supreme 
Court’s Roe v. Wade decision.

Nixon’s writing “made her wealthy, one excruciatingly slow plot 
turn at a time,” said the Los Angeles Times. One Life to Live and 
All My Children were finally canceled in 2012 and 2013, respec-
tively. She had little time for critics who dismissed soap operas as 
fantastical fluff. “Everyone’s life is a soap opera,” Nixon said in 
1991. “Some are more interesting than others, and of course there 
are no new stories. But everyone’s life is a journey.”

Shimon Peres was present at 
nearly every momentous event in 
Israel’s seven-decade history. He 
was a young aide to the coun-

try’s founding fathers when independence was 
declared in 1948, and he went on to hold almost 
every major government office, including as pres-
ident, prime minister (three times), and defense 
minister. Peres helped Israel become the domi-
nant Middle Eastern military power. But he also 
pushed hard for peace, sharing a 1994 Nobel 
Prize for his efforts to end the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict through the Oslo Accords. Dapper and cultured, Peres was 
known as a skilled plotter: Former Prime Minister Yitzhak Rabin, 
a longtime rival, called him an “inveterate schemer.” But in his last 
years, Israelis revered him as a pillar of the nation. “For 60 years I 
was the most controversial figure in the country,” Peres said. “Truth 
be told, I don’t know when I was happier, then or now.”

He was born Shimon Persky to a merchant family in the village of 
Vishniewa, Poland, said The New York Times. He immigrated to 
British-ruled Palestine at age 11 with his parents, and in 1941 helped 
found a kibbutz “where he worked as a herdsman.” Peres became 
active in the precursor to Israel’s Labor Party, and in 1944 his men-
tor, David Ben-Gurion, sent him to map the Sinai Desert, recon-
naissance that proved vital in the 1948 war of independence. While 
in the Sinai, he spotted a nest of eagles, and adopted the Hebrew 
word for eagle, peres, as his family name. When Ben-Gurion became 
Israel’s first prime minister in 1948, Peres was named secretary of 
the navy, and four years later, at 29, was appointed head of the 
defense ministry. He set out to “make Israel a major military force,” 
said The Washington Post. Peres “negotiated with Germany for 
arms, cultivated a secret alliance with France, fathered Israel’s air-
craft industry, and made his country a nuclear power by building a 
24,000-kilowatt reactor in the Negev desert.” 

He was elected to Israel’s parliament in 1959 but suffered a setback 
when Ben-Gurion suddenly resigned as prime minister in 1963. 

Peres “languished on the opposition benches 
as Israel won sweeping victories over its Arab 
neighbors” in 1967’s Six-Day War, said The 
Times (U.K.). Following Golda Meir’s resigna-
tion as prime minister in 1974, Peres unsuc-
cessfully battled Rabin for the vacant post. 
Appointed defense minister by Rabin, Peres 
dedicated himself to strengthening Israel’s mili-
tary “and supporting Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank.” When Palestinian terrorists seized 
an Air France flight from Tel Aviv to Paris and 
landed it at Uganda’s Entebbe airport in 1976, 

Peres helped devise the daring commando raid that freed some 100 
mainly Israeli hostages. “It was an operation that won international 
admiration.” After a scandal-hit Rabin resigned in 1977, Peres 
served as acting prime minister for barely a month before Labor 
was trounced at the polls by Menachem Begin’s Likud Party.

Peres “suffered five further election defeats,” said BBC.com. But in 
1984, he finally became prime minister through a power-sharing 
deal with Likud that required him to step aside after two years. 
When Rabin returned to power in 1992, Peres served as foreign 
minister, and the two men conducted secret negotiations with 
Yasser Arafat, the leader of the Palestine Liberation Organization. 
The talks culminated in 1993’s Oslo accords, which outlined a 
framework for Israeli-Palestinian peace. “Let all of us turn from 
bullets to ballots,” Peres said at a White House signing ceremony.

Peace never came, said the Los Angeles Times. Rabin was assas-
sinated at a 1995 rally by a Jewish extremist, and Peres, who took 
over as prime minister, lost a 1996 election to the more hawk-
ish Benjamin Netanyahu following a series of terrorist attacks 
inside Israel. Peres was elected president in 2007, a post in which 
he “played a quiet, mediating role” between Prime Minister 
Netanyahu and President Obama. He finally left office in 2014, 
but “never completely retired from public life” and continued to 
work at the peace center that bears his name in Tel Aviv. “I have 
one weakness,” he said in November. “I don’t like vacations.”

The Israeli statesman who never gave up on peace

The soap opera writer who put taboo subjects on TV
Agnes
Nixon
1922–2016 

Shimon
Peres

1923–2016
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steel bunkers are in big demand, including 
his most popular model, which sleeps six to 
eight people and sells for up to $150,000.

“Anybody with a peanut-size brain,” he 
said, can see that the U.S. economy is in 
perilous shape because of the national debt, 
the decline of American manufacturing, and 
the size of the welfare rolls.

Some people worry about hurricanes, earth-
quakes, or forest fires. Others fear a nuclear 
attack or a solar flare that knocks out the 
nation’s electrical grid.

“The list is long; the concerns are many,” 
said Glenn Martin, who lives in north-
ern Idaho and runs Prepper Broadcasting 
Network, an online radio station. “Imagine 
a societal collapse and trying to buy a loaf 
of bread in Los Angeles or New York and 
stores are closed down.”

I
N RESPONSE TO all the uncertainty, more 
and more preppers are not simply stocking 
up at home. They are moving their homes 

to the Redoubt—the name is a  seldom-used 
term for a stronghold or fortress.

It is impossible to know exactly how many 
people have come over the past few years, 
but real estate agents, local officials, and 
others said it was hundreds, or perhaps even 
a few thousand, across all five states.

Here, they live in a pristine place of abun-
dant water and fertile soil, far from urban 

crime, free from most natural disasters, 
populated predominantly by conservative, 
mostly Christian people with a live-and-let-
live ethos, where local governments have a 
light regulatory touch and friendly gun laws.

The locals regard the newest transplants as 
benign, if odd, several said in interviews. 
“The mainstream folks kind of roll their 
eyes,” said state Sen. Shawn Keough, a 
20-year veteran Republican legislator who 
represents northern Idaho.

Many drawn to the Redoubt are former 
police, firefighters, and military. Most said 
they would vote for Donald Trump as 
the “lesser of two evils,” and that Hillary 
Clinton would make an already bloated 
and ineffective government even bigger.

“I love this place,” said Chris Walsh, as 
he buzzed low over sparkling Lake Coeur 
d’Alene in his mustard-colored Beechcraft 
Bonanza airplane.

A Detroit native, Walsh, 53, runs 
Revolutionary Realty, which specializes in 
selling real estate to those moving to the 
American Redoubt. He said he has sold 
hundreds of properties in the past five years.

He lives off the grid in a house high on a hill 
overlooking a lake, producing his own elec-
tricity from 100 solar panels. But he is also a 
few miles from restaurants and shopping in 
Coeur d’Alene, a popular tourist destination.

Hundreds, perhaps thousands, of Americans have recently moved to an area of the Pacific Northwest known as 
the American Redoubt, said journalist Kevin Sullivan. There, they prepare for the day society collapses. 

Don and Jonna Bradway go for a walk with their dog, Moose, in Hayden, Idaho.

D
ON AND JONNA Bradway recently 
cashed out of the stock market and 
invested in gold and silver. They 

have stockpiled food and ammunition in 
the event of a total economic collapse or 
some other calamity, commonly known 
around here in Hayden, Idaho, as “The 
End of the World As We Know It,” or 
“SHTF”—the day s--- hits the fan.

The Bradways fled California, a state they 
said is run by “leftists and non-constitution-
alists and anti-freedom people,” and settled 
on several wooded acres of northern Idaho 
five years ago. They live among like-minded 
conservative neighbors, host Monday night 
Bible study, and fish from their boat. They 
melt lead to make their own bullets for 
hunting—or to defend themselves against 
marauders in a world-ending cataclysm.

“I’m not paranoid,” said Bradway, 68, a 
cheerful Army veteran with a bushy handle-
bar mustache. “But we’re prepared.”

The Bradways are among the vanguard 
moving to an area of the Pacific Northwest 
known as the American Redoubt, a term 
coined in 2011 by survivalist blogger James 
Wesley, Rawles (the comma is deliberate) 
to describe a settlement of the God-fearing 
in a lightly populated territory that includes 
Idaho, Montana, Wyoming, and the eastern 
parts of Washington and Oregon.

Those migrating to the Redoubt are some 
of the most motivated members of what is 
known as the prepper movement, which 
advocates readiness and self-reliance in 
man-made or natural disasters that could 
create instability for years. 

They are anxious about recent terror-
ist attacks from Paris to San Bernardino, 
Calif.; pandemics such as Ebola in West 
Africa; potential nuclear attacks from coun-
tries such as North Korea and Iran; and 
the growing political, economic, and racial 
polarization in the U.S. that has deepened 
during the 2016 presidential race.

Nationally, dozens of online prepper suppli-
ers report an increase in sales of items from 
water purifiers to hand-cranked radios to 
solar-powered washing machines. Harvest 
Right, a Utah company that invented a 
$3,000 portable freeze dryer to preserve 
food, has seen sales grow from 80 a month 
two years ago to more than 900 a month.

Clyde Scott, owner of Rising S Bunkers, 
said pre-made, blast-proof underground 
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Walsh said most of 
the prepper proper-
ties he sells have 
key features: at 
least two sources of 
water, solar panels or 
another alternative 
energy source, secure 
storage space for a 
few years’ worth of 
supplies, and a defen-
sible location away 
from main roads.

“What they are doing is relearning things 
that their great-great-great-grandfathers 
and mothers already knew,” Walsh said. 
“What’s going on here is a pioneering spirit.”

M
UCH OF THE Redoubt migration 
is motivated by the fear that 
President Barack Obama—and his 

potential successor, Hillary Clinton—want 
to scrap the Second Amendment, as part 
of what transplants see as a dangerous and 
anti-constitutionalist movement toward 
government that is too intrusive and hostile 
to personal liberties.

“This is a bastion of freedom,” said Todd 
Savage, 45, a retired Marine who moved 
to northern Idaho from “the urban crime-
scape” of San Francisco and opened 
American Redoubt Realty a few years ago.

“The bottom line is that our clients are 
tired of living around folks that have no 
moral values,” Savage said. “They choose 
to flee tyranny and leave behind all the 
attributes of the big city.”

Savage spoke as he drove his Chevrolet 
Suburban with an AR-15 rifle tucked next 
to the driver’s seat, a handgun between the 
front seats, and body armor and more than 
200 rounds of extra ammunition in the 
back. “You have Geico; I have an AR-15,” 
Savage said.

Trevor Treller, 44, who carries a small 
Smith & Wesson pistol on his hip, moved 
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to northern Idaho last year from Long 
Beach, Calif., and recently paid a little 
less than $400,000 for a defensible 
three-bedroom house on five acres.

Treller, a sommelier at a local resort, 
said Obama was a key factor in his 
decision. He said the president has 
inflamed racial tensions in America, 
presided over a dangerous expansion 
of the national debt, been “hostile” to 
Second Amendment rights, and failed 
to curtail the nuclear ambitions of 
North Korea and Iran.

Treller said any one of those factors 
could lead to crippling chaos, so he and 
his wife have laid in food, weapons, and 
ammunition and are installing an iron gate 
across their long gravel driveway.

Treller said he settled on Coeur d’Alene after 
scouring City-Data.com, a website where he 
looked for his ideal mix: conservative elec-
tion results, low crime rates, solid incomes, 
low population density, affordable house 
prices—and few illegal immigrants, because, 
he said, they erode “American culture.”

Those interviewed in the American Redoubt 
insisted they are not trying to segregate 
themselves by race. And while the Aryan 
Nations white supremacist group was 
headquartered near Hayden Lake in the 
1980s and 1990s, Rawles has described the 
Redoubt movement as “anti-racist” and said 
like-minded folks of all races are welcome.

Walsh, the real estate agent, said he saw 
far more racism in Detroit, where he was 
raised, than in northern Idaho.

“Here, a black person, they’re a novelty,” 
Walsh said. “You’ll see people walk up to 
black people here sometimes and just talk 
to them because they’ve never spoken to a 
black person before.”

D
ON BRADWAY DUG into a plate of 
homemade enchiladas in the kitchen 
of the cozy house he and Jonna 

bought for $259,000 in 2010.

What they have looks like an idyllic retire-
ment experience: his and hers recliners in 
front of a big-screen TV, a “side-by-side” 
all-terrain vehicle in the barn, an art studio 
for retired nurse Jonna, a carpentry and 
machine shop for retired firefighter and 
EMT Don, and a sweet-natured dog named 
Moose. Their 30-year-old son, who moved 
to Idaho with them, lives nearby.

Don, who’s a member of the GOP Central 
Committee of Kootenai County, won’t say 
how much food and supplies they have on 
hand. As Don sees it, you need look no fur-
ther than the economic chaos in Venezuela, 
with its hungry people storming grocery 
stores, to see that a society-ending economic 
collapse could easily happen anywhere.

“We pray to God that it never happens,” 
he said, finishing his refried beans.

But if it does, he said, his “fellow thinkers” 
in the American Redoubt are prepared.

“They know they can depend on the 
Bradways to help them,” he said.

Excerpted from an article that origi-
nally appeared in The Washington Post. 
Reprinted with permission. 

Realtor Chris Walsh
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Crossword No. 379: Standings Ovation by Matt Gaffney

Sources: A complete list of publications cited in The Week can be found at theweek.com/sources.

The Week Contest

This week’s question: A new Los Angeles nightclub will 
admit only good-looking people, with beauty judges 
stationed at the door to turn away those deemed insuf-
ficiently attractive. If an entrepreneur were to open a 
nightclub next door for people who failed the beauty test, 
what should it be called?

Last week’s contest: Scientists say a 100-year- old giant 
tortoise named Diego has almost single-handedly saved 
his species from extinction, by fathering some 800 babies 
on the island of Española over the past 50 years. If an 
animation studio were to make a movie about Diego’s 
amorous exploits, what title could it give the film?

THE WINNER: “The Tortoise and the Heirs”  
Jason Smith, Ridgefield, Conn.

SECOND PLACE: “800 Is Enough” 
Norm Carrier, Flat Rock, N.C.

THIRD PLACE: “Slow and Steady Saves the Race” 
F. E. Tobey, Latham, N.Y.

For runners-up and complete contest rules, please go 
to theweek.com/contest.

How to enter: Submissions should be emailed to 
contest@theweek.com. Please include your name, 
address, and daytime telephone number for verifica-
tion; this week, type “Rejects club” in the subject line. 
Entries are due by noon, Eastern Time, Tuesday, Oct. 11. 

Winners will appear on the Puzzle Page 
next issue and at theweek.com/puzzles 
on Friday, Oct. 14. In the case of iden-
tical or similar entries, the first one 
received gets credit. ACROSS

1  Experimental 

underwater habitat

7  Rights org.

11  Address without a zip 

code

14  Sky light

15  Oil

17  Famed “Bourbon 

Democrat”

19  Unit of loudness

20  Semi-

21  Ship shout

22  Has folks over

24  Destructive climber

26  The Descent ___

29  Words of clarification

33  Stuff in a pie

39  Strands of life

40  Top-of-the-line

41  “It’s ___!”

42  Level

43  Org. whose six 

division winners for 

2016 are found in the 

theme entries

44  Show for which 

Mandy Patinkin won 

an Emmy

46  Computer data 

acronym

48  Takes it easy

49  Whiner’s sound

51  Picky ___

54  Instrument mentioned 

in Amadeus

57  Flooded with water

59  What a colon may 

mean

63  Scandal star

66  The Village Voice rival

67  What a doctor should 

do first, it’s said

68  Ending for lime or 

Power

69  Actress Ward

70  Major course

DOWN

1  Becomes droopy

2  Unit in Utrecht

3  Elvis’ middle name

4  Ambiguous, as a 

relationship

5  “___ you serious?”

6  Rival of A&W and 

Dad’s

7  Volume with 

Venezuela and 

Vanuatu

8  Third letters

9  67, long ago

10  Abu Dhabi is there

11  Governor Gary 

Herbert’s domain

12  Twin city of Sparks, 

Nev.

13  Certain noblewoman

16  Vanquishes, as a 

dragon

18  Shout from the 

director’s chair

23  “Dear Yoko” subject

25  Vigor’s companion

26  “Thanks, ___”

27  Tricks

28  Rachel Maddow’s 

channel

30  “See ya!”

31  Ham-handed

32  Has the nerve

34  “I don’t think so”

35  Hollywood technology, 

briefly

36  Ocasek of the Cars

37  Notable time

38  Country of northern 

Afr.

42  Conservatives

44  The Bourne Ultimatum 

org.

45  Mine find

47  “If ___ you...”

50  Training Day actor

51  Class you can  

hardly fail

52  Volcanic stuff

53  It was once yours?

54  Neighbor of N.M.

55  Necklace part

56  “Say as he says, ___ 

shall never go”—The 

Taming of the Shrew

58  WSJ section?

60  Have the leading role

61  Went quickly

62  Treater’s phrase

64  “What can I do  

for you?”

65  Answer to a Quebec 

question
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33 34 35 36 37 38 39

40 41 42

43 44 45

46 47 48

49 50 51 52 53
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63 64 65

66 67

68 69 70

 

Fill in all the 
boxes so that 
each row, column, 
and outlined 
square includes 
all the numbers 
from 1 through 9. 
 
Difficulty:  
hard

Sudoku

The winner gets a one-year  
subscription to The Week.
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