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If there’s one gadget that everyone should have in their kitchen it’s a Movable Fridge, right? Because what could 
be more handy than that? At this year’s IFA show, Panasonic was showcasing Haiku, the robot fridge companion, 

on its Future Tech stand, and we’re pretty sure you’re going to want one of these when it lands.
If the mere notion of a fridge that you can drive around your home doesn’t get you doing a little dance on the spot, then 

you need to have a word with yourself. This isn’t just game-changing, it’s life-changing. Just speak the word ‘Haiku’, tell 

it where you want it to go, and it’ll move from its resting position and automatically trundle its way to you, avoiding any 

obstacles along the way, just like a robot vacuum would. Only, instead of cleaning your house – a pretty useful function, 

we’ll admit – it brings you beer. If that’s not the gadget the world has been waiting for, then T3 will eat its hat (and buy 

you a beer). Now, before you go off to let everyone know that you’ve found your life partner, there’s an obvious 

downside here: you’ll need a pretty clear and navigable floor path between it and you. Also, it’s just a prototype – 

but Panasonic thinks it could be a full product in five years or so. 

Price £TBC Available TBC URL panasonic.com

PA NASONIC MOVA BLE FR IDGE
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Matt Bolton 
EDITOR
Matt was on Apple duty this 
issue, collecting everything 
you need to know about the 
new releases on p37. Now he 
talks like he’s presenting a 
product launch all the time, 
i wl.

Claire Davies 
ASSOCIATE EDITOR
Claire’s life has been taken 
over this month by our big 
Awards feature (p46), which 
has more gongs than ever. 
“There’s too much quality, 
the pages cannae take it,” 
she warned, ominously.

Nick Odantzis 
DEPUTY EDITOR
This issue, Nick had the job 
of getting our award winners 
into the office for the 
photo shoot, without giving 
away that they’d won. His 
powers of persuasion match 
Derren Brown, truly.

Kimberley Ballard
PRODUCTION EDITOR
Kimberley just moved house, 
which meant many ‘helpful’ 
suggestions from the team 
about how she might tech it 
up. Most were terrible, but 
‘bedroom movie projector’ 
w y ceived.

Duncan Bell 
LIFESTYLE EDITOR, T3.COM
Duncan got to interview Gary 
Numan (p70), Johnny Ball 
(p84) and Jonney Shih (p50) 
at length this issue about 
their love of tech, so he’s 
had an alright one, all 
things considered.  

Andrew Westbrook
OPERATIONS EDITOR
Andy’s got his eye on the 
sleep tech in our Man vs 
Tech feature (p108), to see 
if it’ll help him get better 
rest. Not for health reasons 
– he just wants to binge 
Netflix past 2am.

Dan Grabham
EDITOR, T3.COM
The duty of reviewing the 
Samsung Note 8 fell to Dan 
this issue (p116), and he 
absolutely loved it. And if 
you saw him watching YouTube 
at work, he was testing the 
battery life, obviously.

 The global
 magazine 
T3 is currently licensed 
worldwide, from  
Australia to Mexico 

Get in touch to see what T3 
can do for your brand! 

Meet the team

bedroom movie pro
was fairly well re

 Tomorrow’s Technology Today,  

to give T3 its full name, was launched in 

1996 and has been helping readers select 

the right gadgets to improve their lives 

for 20 years as a magazine (print and 

digital) and at T3.com. We’ve been at the 

heart of every shift in consumer 

technology ever since – from DVDs  

and HD TVs to smartphones and virtual 

reality. But our mission has remained  

the same throughout: to help you live  

a better life through technology, and  

to filter the latest gadgets to ensure  

you only ever buy the best of the best.

LIFE’S BETTER WITH T3...

j t £6! S 44

How to license T3
Interested in publishing a licensed 
version of T3 in your territory? 
Please direct enquiries to T3’s 
Senior Licensing & Syndication 
Manager, Matt Ellis (matt.ellis@
futurenet.com; +44 (0)1225 442244)

 MIDDLE EAST  POLAND

 Meet our 
advertising 
team

COMMERCIAL  
SALES DIRECTOR  
CLARE DOVE 
clare.dove@
futurenet.com 
+44 (0)1225 
687226
 
ACCOUNT DIRECTOR 
ANDREW TILBURY 
andrew.tilbury@
futurenet.com, 
+44 (0)1225 
687144
 

ADVERTISING 
DIRECTOR  
RICHARD HEMMINGS 
richard.hemmings@
futurenet.com, 
+44 (0)1225 
687615 
 
ACCOUNT DIRECTOR 
CALLUM STAINES 
callum.staines@
futurenet.com, 
+44 (0)1225 
687469

Jo Gulliver 
SENIOR ART EDITOR
Jo’s been working on 
something a bit special for 
us recently, and this month 
was crunch time. You can get 
a sneak peek on p104 – but 
next issue is where you’ll 
see the results. 

product launch all
in an Alabama draw

Michelle McLaren 
ART EDITOR
For all the tech Michelle’s 
been playing with during 
our Awards shoot (p46), she 
came out of it liking the 
new breed of instant 
cameras most. Some stuff 
never goes out of style.

h  a n d, m n u



Editor’s letter

Becca Caddy,  
tech guru

Gadget-writing 
veteran Becca knows 
everything about 
using tech for 
wellness and fixing 
up your lifestyle, so 
she took a look at 
the many kinds of 
smart sleeping aids 
out there on p108.

Steve May,  
AV expert

Steve took a break 
from judging and 
attending the T3 
Awards (p46) to give 
us his verdict on the 
ingenious Sony A1 TV 
(p120), which uses 
its screen as a 
speaker. It’s better 
than it sounds!

Chris Barnes,  
gadget man

Musician Chris picked 
out the best kit to 
make you an instant 
rock star on p26, 
before stretching his 
wider tech knowledge 
to help us put 
together our giant T3 
Awards feature of the 
year’s top gadgets.

Key contributors

Discover 
more great 
ways to  
enjoy T3…

Digital edition 

 The iPad edition of 

T3 features a raft of fresh 

content, including video 

reviews and interactive 

articles. T3 is also available 

on Android devices, and on  

your desktop via Zinio com

Visit T3 com 
 We’ve overhauled 

T3.com – the best site for 

gadget news and reviews 

now has a great new look and 

is fully responsive, enabling 

you to enjoy it on any device.

your desktop via Zinio.com.

VVisit T3 comisit T3.com
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If you’ve been reading for a long time, you might 
notice that we have many more categories this year 
than before. That’s because the world of tech is 
changing – now sensors and wireless components 
are so small and cheap, pretty much everything 
is becoming smart and connected. And if the tech 
industry’s horizons are widening, then its most 
prestigious awards need to follow suit. The 
expanded category list is made to reflect the new 
world of smarter living in everything we do, and 
I hope you enjoy reading about all these fantastic 
award-winning (and strong runner-up) products.
This year is the 10th anniversary of the iPhone, 

and Apple’s pulled out something really special 
for it (as well as a bunch of other great-looking 
new products). You can read all about the iPhone X 
on p37, to see if it can tempt you away from the 
brilliant Samsung Galaxy Note 8 reviewed on p116.
Finally, I want to give you a quick tease of 

something coming next issue – a new-look T3 
magazine! We’re relaunching the mag and the 
website at t3.com to give you even more of a focus 
on how the fanciest new tech can change your life, 
in a super-classy design I think you’re going to 
love. We’re all so excited – see you there! 

Matt Bolton, Editor
matthew.bolton@futurenet.com
Tweet me @matthewbbolton

The T3 Awards are back again 
– for the 11th year in a row, we 
crown the best tech of the last 12 
months, in all areas.

Amazing subs 
offer on   
p44

3 FOR £6!
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032   GADGET GURU 
Having been AWOL the entire issue in order to avoid 
having to help us arrange the giant Awards feature, 
GaGu has swooped back into the office just in time to 
answer all your tech queries.

037   THE iPHONE OF THE FUTURE 
Apple’s new handset has landed: the iPhone X. 
But there’s not just one new iPhone – there’s an 
astonishing, never-been-done-before three! Oh, 
and a new Apple Watch with its own 4G connection, 
and a 4K Apple TV. Here’s everything you need to 
know about all of them.

108  MAN VS TECH 
Tech can have a detrimental affect on your sleeping 
routine. But how to counter this? More tech, of course! 
Specifically, sleep tech. We look at gadgets to help 
monitor your kip, and ones that claim to get you there 
quicker, to see if they really have an impact.
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Damn! That’s one gorgeous TV.
Agreed. In fact, Bang & Olufsen is

marketing the new BeoVision Eclipse,

designed with input from LG, as “the 

definitive TV”, thanks to its cutting-edge

4K HDR OLED screen tech and what B&O 

describes as “the world’s best TV sound”. 

That may seem like a bold claim, but 

this luxury telly is housing some

rather impressive tech goods.

So it’s a TV and a sound system?d
Precisely. The BeoVision Eclipse’s 

SoundCentre features a 450-watt, 

three-channel speaker system serving

up a powerful stereo performance andformance and

speech-optimised ah-optimised audio. As you’ve

already spotted, this opulent telly pulls 

double-duty as a wireless music system

– connect up to eight speakers for a

surround-sound solution that’ll make you

drool – with onboard streaming support 

from Apple AirPlay, Bluetooth and 

Chromecast. You can also access 

integrated music services, such as

Spotify Connect, Deezer and TuneIn.

What about the picture?
The TV uses LG’s latest OLED panel,

wrapped in an anodised aluminium-

covered speaker and boasting enhanced

HDR performance and Dolby Vision.

It also uses cutting-edge pixel dimming-

control tech to produce deep blacks and

an expanded colour gamut. Navigating 

content is easy with the inclusion of LG’s 

webOS 3.5, providing access to streaming eaming 

services including Netflix andng Netflix and Amazon

Video, and tVideo, and the BeoVision One remote.

When is this TV coming out?
The B&O BeoVision Eclipse is available to

buy this November in two sizes: 55 inches 

(£8,290) and 65 inches (£11,590).

From £8,290, bang-olufsen.com/en

SIMPLY THE BEST
Designed with the lofty
aim of becoming the 
world’s best TV, the 
BeoVision Eclipse oozes 
style and premium sound 
and vision tech. If you
have the cash, this 
4K-HDR-OLED-TV-meets-
wireless-music-system
is a no-brainer

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

EVERYTHING IN ITS PLLACACCACEEEE
You have a variety of placement oppttioions nsss

for the BeoVision Eclipse: there’s a
manual ‘floating’ wall bracket, moving 

up to 60° from wall, or a motorised wall 
bracket with BeoRemote One operation.
There’s also a motorised floor stand, 

moving up to 90° either side
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THEHE CENTRE OF ATTENTION
The BeoVe ision Eclipse is enrobed with 
an anoddised aluminiuium-covered speaker, 
which, wwhen exppananded to support 
a multi-i-chanannel surround sound 
sysstetemm, acts as the centre channel.
TThehe speaker itself is customisable 
wiith h a range of clip-on fabric covers 
iin colours such as Purple Heart, 
Forged Iron Grey and Black

B&O describes its new TV as cutting-edge... and V
w slim the screen isthat could extend to how

The BeoVision Eclipse features an anodised 
aluminium-covered speaker and Dolby Vision 

Next-gen TV
and audio tech,

gg

with B&O’s flair 
,

for details
CLAIRE DAVIES, ASSOCIATE EDITOR

Vital stats
Eight
The number of speakers
you can connect to the 
BeoVision Eclipse

Four inches
The three woofers, plus 
a one-inch tweeter and 
two 2.5-inch drivers

7.1
The surround sound

module, with a range 
of sound modes

60°
The angle the wall 
bracket moves from 

the wall
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PREVIEW

Nice watch. What’s the story here?
This is the Fitbit Ionic, a GPS fitness

smartwatch created especially for

breaking a sweat. It has a lightweight

body and breathable elastomer strap,

a large, full-colour display and three 

physical buttons – there to make the 

watch more driver-friendly during 

a punishing high-impact session.

I like to swim. Does the Ionic?
Aye. The Ionic is waterproof to 50 metres 

and has swim-tracking capabilities, 

offering you stats on laps, duration in the 

pool and calories burned. Back on dry 

land, the Ionic uses SmartTrack and 

Multi-Sport Mode to automatically track

a range of fitness activities including 

running, cycling and weights. All-day 

activity monitoring also serves up data

on steps taken, floors climbed, time

spent being active or stationary,

and sleep tracking.

What about heart rate monitoring?
That’s handled by PurePulse HR tech,

which dishes out continuous heart-rate

tracking from the wrist. Other fitness-

focused features to check out include 

auto-pause during workouts. Speaking

of which, there’s a range of tailored 

workouts available via the Fitbit Coach 

app, with audio workouts coming soon.

I like that display…
It’s one of our favourite features, too.

The Ionic stands out from many other

fitness smartwatches thanks to that 

full-colour, rectangular LCD touchscreen

display. We also like the breathable

elastomer straps, currently available 

in three two-tone colour combinations: 

Blue-Grey/Silver-Grey, Slate Blue/Burnt 

Orange, and Charcoal/Smoke Grey.Grey. 

Nice WNice. When can I buy this?
The Fitbit Ionic is available for pre-order 

now, with shipping to start in October.

Vital stats
Seven
It automatically saves a 
week’s worth of minute-
by-minute motion data

50 metres
The depth the Ionic is
waterproof to – and it
offers swim tracking

2.5GB
The amount of storage

space the watch has for 
saving music to it

Four 
The maximum number of
days of battery life 
(10 hours with GPS)

LET’S GET PHYSICAL
The Fitbit Ionic is designed 
for working out, with three 
physical (and slightly 
raised) buttons on the watch 
enabling you to utilise 
smart features mid-workout. 
The Ionic handles smartphone 
notifications, too

SPLASH THE CASH
Fitbit’s new fitness 

smartwatch features Fitbit
Pay, with which you can pay
for goods straight from the

wrist. Fitbit Pay is based on
tech devised by Coin, with

Visa, Mastercard and American
Express all supported

Fitbit Ionic
From £299.99, fitbit.com/uk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 108
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HyHH pyy e
SONY LF-S50G

Let me guess... It’s another smart speaker, right?
We know there’s a few around right now, but the 

LF-S50G is worth your time. You see, Sony’s new 

voice-controlled smart speaker features built-in

Google Assistant and is designed to create 360°

sound, using a feast of audio tech to do so. 

Mmm, I love a good audio tech feast.
Then you’ll love what’s going on under the hood 

of the LF-S50G. There’s a downward woofer, an

upward tweeter and a 360° vertical two-way-

facing speaker system that, coupled with an 

omnidirectional two-stage diffuser, spreads

sound out in all directions of the room.

Nice, so what does it sound like?
Sony’s fitted the LF-S50G with a full-range

speaker to accurately reproduce vocal and

treble notes, plus a subwoofer to handle bass.

The speaker’s aiming for a natural bassy sound, 

so you can expect it to sound pretty damn good.

Automated volume control adapts to noise in the 

room, regardless of how noisy the environment.

The best bit? The LF-S50G uses gesture control. 

What? So I can pretend to be Obi-Wan when I’m
controlling my music?
Full force! Wave your hand over the top of the

speaker to control volume and playback. You can

also continue the hands-free fun by uttering 

those magic words: “Okay, Google”. Worried 

about Google eavesdropping on your private 

time? Just press the mic mute button. There’s 

also a Bluetooth 4.2 pairing button the rear of

speaker, and it has NFC capability.the speaker, and

I’m in! When can I buy this speaker?
The Sony LF-S50G goes on sale this November.

Vital stats
750g
The weight of the 
speaker, which stands 
at 162mm tall

10
The maximum range, 
in metres, of this
eight-watt speaker

IPX3
The speaker has a 
water-resistant

coating

360°
The LF-S50G offers 
an immersive sound
experience all over

SMALL YET SHAPELLY
Sony’s LF-S50G leans on 2017’s populular 
cylindrical speaker shape (see allso: 
HomePod). It’s relatively small, witith 
a 110mm diameter, but also reasonabllyy

heavy at 750g. Underneath its mesh 
exterior shines an LED clock display

SMART HOME HUB
Built-in Bluetooth 4.2 tech enables you to 
listen to your favourite music, audiobooks and
more from a range of smart devices. One-touch
NFC pairing makes connecting easy. You can also
turn the Sony LF-S50G into a smart home hub, 
controlling your smart lights, heating and
other compatible connected home gear

Sony LF-S50G
£200, sony.co.uk

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 108
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Does this have something to do  
with VR?
Nice shooting, Tex! The V30 is LG’s 

first Google Daydream-ready phone, 

designed with a Gorilla Glass-

covered, six-inch QuadHD+ OLED 

FullVision Display to enhance your 

mobile VR experience. This Google 

Assistant-equipped handset 

features four advanced unlock 

options: face recognition, voice 

recognition, Fingerprint Senso  d 

K (  

e p g p y p

I take a lot of pics on my phone…
Then fill your boots with the V30’s 

5MP 90° front-facing camera and 

dual-lens array at the back, 

comprising a 16MP first camera  

and 13MP wide-angle (120°) second 

camera. Are you sick of taking dull 

photos even when you’re in 

beautiful locations? Let the V30 

infuse your shots with light, thanks 

to its f/1.6 Crystal Clear glass lens 

f p g y g  

l g p  

y .

Does it shoot decent video?
Tinker with Cine Video Mode, 

created to help you shoot and edit 

more professional-looking videos, 

with the feel of real film, straight 

from the V30. You can also preset 

the zoom speed, location and 

motion, and explore how Point Zoom 

gets you closer to the drama. 

And what abo t so ds
T g

D p   

t pp y

Authenticated (MQA) tech, which 

brings studio-quality recordings to 

your phone. Fussy about your audio? 

Tune it to your liking with LG’s 

Sound Presets and Digital Filters. 

Awesome! When can I buy one?
The LG V30 is available now from 

Carphone Warehouse.

Vit tat
3, 0 h

c p
b e y  
w l h g g

4
h b t y
e p n  
v m

h
T

1
F V d

Hz
h p d th  

IT’S G  T  T K
q pp  

 
c b t t th V
c y y

’
c m

p  
e ’

F T ON
 

s (  
p
n g
b ’  
f t pp d t t
a , , 
c e

LG V30
£TBC, lg.com/uk

1 4 9 0

Get 3 issues of T3 for just £6! See p4418 T3 AWARDS 2017

gnition, Fingerprint Sensor and 

Knock Code (tap to unlock). It has 

excellent photography chops, too.

glass lens

for improving dynamic range and 

low-light capabilities. Now check 

you out, Annie Leibovitz.

And what about sounds?
The LG V30 is rocking a Hi-Fi Quad 

DAC and is the first smartphone 

to support Master Quality 

V atsital sta
00mAh3,30
capacity of the The c
ery, which offers batte
less chargingwirel

B64G
built-in memory,The b
ndable to 256GB expan
microSD cardvia m

Six inches
The size of the 

18:9 1440x2880 OLED 
FullVision display

2.45GHz
The speed of the 
LG V30’s Qualcomm 

Snapdragon 835 chip

IT’S GOOD TO TALK
LG’s new handset is equipped with
Google Assistant, but with some unique 
capabilities specific to the V30. You 
can “Okay, Google” a range of V30-only
selfie and video options, plus commands 
for getting the phone talking to LG’s 
connected home tech. The V30’s advanced 
signal processing will hear commands 
even if the phone’s blasting music

FLOAT ON
LG has replaced the second 
screen display (as seen on 
past LG V handsets) with a 
new software called ‘floating
bar’. Use it to dock your 
favourite apps and instantly
access music, notifications, 
contacts and more
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Hang on, is this another smart 
speaker like the Sony?
It does have built-in speakers  

and it is smart, but this gadget  

is actually your answer to a good 

night’s sleep. Hopefully, anyway.  

The touch-sensitive Terraillon 

Homni is a comprehensive sleep 

machine that tracks the quality 

and duration of your slumber,  

and helps you customise your 

bedroom environment so it’s   

ready for a decent kip.

Vital stats
Two
The USB ports for 
charging other devices 
such as your smartphone

2x3W
The wattage of the 
integrated stereo 
Bluetooth speakers

16 milion
The huge number of colours 

you can select to create  
a lighting scene

18
The number of ‘sound 

environments’ included 
on the Homni

DESIGNER BEDROOM
With the Terraillon Homni you can 

customise your bedroom environment so 
that it’s more conducive to sleep. Choose 
from 16 million colour options to design 
a soothing lighting scene, and play your 
favourite playlists through the Homni’s 

built-in Bluetooth speakers

RISE AND SHINE
The sleep-tracking Homni emits blue 
shades in the morning to help you 
transition gently out of sleep. You can 
also program the Homni to wake you up with 
one of 18 different sound environments, 
increasing the noise and lighting levels 
if you’re hard to rouse in the mornings

My sleep is dire, though. How will 
this help me?
Terraillon has worked with the 

European Sleep Center to develop 

adapted light and sound programs 

for the Homni, created to help you 

sleep better and wake up fresher. 

The Homni itself features four 

sensors, and the gadget is 

coupled with a separate Dot sleep 

sensor that, when used with 

Terraillon’s Wellness Coach app, 

provides a ‘dashboard’ of data. 

What exactly is it tracking, then?
The Homni monitors temperature, 

humidity, noise levels and 

luminosity in the bedroom.  

The Dot monitors the duration and 

cycles of your sleep, in addition to 

body movement, awarding a sleep 

score, empowering you to make  

changes to achieve quality sleep.

I have trouble falling asleep, too.
Homni can help via its ‘cardiac 

coherence’ feature, where the 

light pulses in slow rhythms. 

When you breathe in time with the 

light, your breathing slows and 

you enter a state of relaxation, 

which should help you fall asleep. 

When can I buy this?
The Terraillon Homni is available 

to buy as of this month.

Terraillon Homni
£TBC, terraillon.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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What am I looking at here, T3?33
This is the Technics OTTAVA f SC-70, 

also known as the OTTAVA forte, 

a premium all-in-one micro hi-fi 

music system with aluminium touch 

keys. It’s here to fill your home with 

nuanced sound and offers wired 

and wireless connections, plus 

DAB, DAB+ and FM radio, internet 

radio, a top-loading CD player and 

support for hi-res audio.

Nice! Tell me more about the sound.

The OTTAVA f uses Technics’ JENO

Engines and Emotive Acoustic

Technology to produce a

full-bodied, distortion- and 

jitter-free sound loaded with

sumptuous bass, detailed mids

and delicate trebles. Load-Adaptive

Phase Calibration also ensures

precise audio alignment with the 

system’s loudspeakers.

So I can position it anywhere?
Yes, thanks to Technics’ Space Tune

(with three EQ presets), which 

tweaks the best-possible sound 

from the OTTAVA f depending on

where the system is positioned:

boxed in a corner, near a wall or 

positioned ‘freely’ on a table.

And it also offers wireless
connectivity, right?
Right. There’s built-in Bluetooth and 

Wi-Fi capability, so you can pair the 

system with your smartphone or

tablet to stream music from a site

wn library. The OTTAVAor from your ow

e with Apple AirPlay,f is compatible

so a USB port, antoo. There’s als

and a 3.5mm Ethernet port a

ck.headphone jac

en is it coming out?I want this. Wh
oo! The Technics We want one to

0 is available to buy OTTAVA f SC-70

Lewis. now from John 

Vital stats
7.8kg
The unit’s weight, 
while the dimensions 
are 143x450x280mm

Eight
The number of
supported play 
formats

100 watts
The OTTAVA f SC-70’s

impressive total
speaker output

30
The number of preset
FM stations, with 20 
preset DAB stations

FIVE OF THE BEST
chnology worksTechnics’ Emotive Acoustic Te
bodied sound,to fill your room with full-b
1-channel delivered by this stunning 2.
s projected all five-speaker system. Sound is
oped acousticaround thanks to newly develo
dome-shapelenses featuring a ‘reverse d
s that of thefin’ structure, which matches
mstweeters’ soft-dome diaphragm

CLASSICALLY MODERN
The Technics OTTAVA f SC-70 Hi-
Fi Audio system works with the
Technics Music App (iOS, Android), 
through which you can control music
selection and playback. Looking to 
the past, the system also features a 
top-loading CD compartment, coveredd
with acrylic glass plating

Technics OTTAVA f SC-70
£799.95, technics.com
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Polish your look with this month’s best 
male grooming and new style releases, 
including an award-winning way to get 
your hair looking perfect, and a 
special edition roll neck for autumn

 STYLE AND 
SUBSTANCE

01 FINISTERRE + RNLI 
DOUGLAS ROLL NECK
This season, Cornwall-based surf and 

outdoors clothing company Finisterre has 

released a line in collaboration with RNLI, 

donating 10 per cent of sales to the 

organisation. Do your bit by purchasing 

the Douglas Roll Neck, a ribbed-stitch 

knit made with Merino wool yarn and 

designed with raglan sleeves.

£110, finisterre.com

02 VANS ULTRARANGE 
RAPIDWELD
Find your stride with one of Vans’ most 

hi-tech trainers in years, designed with a 

Vulc Lite construction and durable rubber 

outsoles. Available in four colours, the 

UltraRange Rapidweld are perfect for 

everyday wear. A LuxLiner sock-fit 

reduces rubbing, no matter how long 

you’re on your feet, with fully breathable 

mesh uppers keeping bacteria at bay.

£75, vans.co.uk

01

02

0403 HAIR PUTTY BY NEVILLE
Supercharge your hair and get dastardly 

dandruff under control with Neville’s 

award-winning putty, formulated with  

a powerful combination of maca and 

artichoke extract to boost hair growth 

and battle scalp flake. It smells good,  

will add shine to your hair and has a 

lightweight texture that won’t drag even 

the most elaborate of hairstyles down.

£14, neville.co.uk

04 TUMI ALPHA BRAVO 
KIRTLAND CONTINENTAL 
EXPANDABLE CARRY-ON
Built from durable ballistic nylon, Tumi’s 

camo print carry-on makes packing for 

short haul trips a breeze. Even if you’re 

incapable of packing properly, Tumi’s 

newbie will sort you out thanks to its 

neatly organised, tri-divider interior.  

This stylish carry-on boasts Tumi’s 

four-wheel design for a smooth ride.

£630, tumi.com

03
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Write and record music or jam with a band, 
with music gear fit for a rock star

   AN INSTANT 
ROCK START RIG

 012017 GIBSON LES PAUL 
STANDARD HIGH 

PERFORMANCE 
Nothing ruins a wailing solo more than 

an out-of-tune guitar, but that’s no 

issue with Gibson’s self-tuning axe.  

Built into the headstock of every High 

Performance model, the G Force 

auto-tuning controller measures 

frequency and instructs small servo 

motors to wind tuning pegs up or down 

until strings hit the correct pitch.

£2,699, gibson.com

 02FENDER MUSTANG GT100
If you want classic guitar tones 

but can’t stomach the cost of a vintage 

amplifier, this 100-watt powerhouse 

should be top of your list. The GT100 

digitally models iconic Fender amps, 

placing decades of tone royalty at your 

fingertips. For added control, download 

the Fender Tone app, dial in custom 

sounds and load them into the amp  

with a tap of your touchscreen. 

£325, fender.com

 03 ALESIS STRIKE PROIf you plan on bashing out tunes 

at 3am, invest in neighbour-friendly 

electronic drums. Alesis’ Strike Pro kit 

includes six pads, five cymbals and a 

sturdy chrome rack, while the Strike 

module, complete with full-colour LCD 

screen, puts 110 kit presets and more 

than 1,600 multi-sampled sounds at 

your disposal. Ready to record? Lay 

down beats into your recording software 

via the USB to Mac/PC connection. 

£2,099, alesis.com

 04ROLI SEABOARD BLOCK
Roli’s portable Block keyboard 

makes it easy to write cinematic string 

arrangements or funky piano loops at 

home or on the go. Strike, press or glide 

over the pressure-sensitive silicone 

keys and Roli’s 5D Touch tech translates 

your input into expressive notes. Access 

hundreds of free sounds via the Roli 

Noise app, and pair wirelessly with your 

Block to play, edit and record instantly.

£279.95, roli.com

 05FOCUSRITE ITRACK 
SOLO STUDIO

Recording music was once an expensive 

business. Now, with an iPad and some 

cheap hardware you can be performer 

and producer. The iTrack Solo Studio has 

an audio interface, a large diaphragm 

CM25 condenser mic and over-ear studio 

headphones – everything you need to 

record guitar, bass and vocals. The best 

part? Connect the interface to your iPad 

with a Lightning cable and record into 

Garageband. Take that, Rick Rubin! 

£219.99, focusrite.com

 06                IPAD PRO 12.9-INCH Nothing beats the Garageband 

app for mobile music-making, but which 

iPad is best for recording into the app? 

The 12.9-inch Retina display iPad Pro 

has plenty of visual real estate for 

playing virtual instruments, and the 

A10X Fusion chip handles processing. 

Go for the 512GB edition and you’ll have 

plenty of space for that Ed Sheeran 

covers album you’re planning.

From £769, apple.com

T H E R E A DE R T H E E X PE RT

George Evett
 Aspiring rock star George is looking 

for a great-sounding, easy-to-use home 

recording rig. He’d like to join a band 

eventually, too, so anything to help him 

sound great on stage would be a bonus.

Chris Barnes
 Chris is a tech-loving guitarist with 

years of experience making music.  

To help George in his quest, Chris has 

pieced together the ultimate recording 

and performance setup.

IPAD, CAMERA, 
ACTION!
Once you’ve written 
your summer smash hit, 
you’ll want to shoot 
a music video, right? 
Time to fire up the 
iPad Pro’s 4K camera 
and get creative with 
the iMovie app

Make better-
sounding music at 
home and on stage 
with high-tech 
upgrades to your 
rock star setup
CHRIS BARNES

06
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01

STRIKE UP THE BAND
Add your own sounds to the 
Strike Pro using the on-
board sampler, SD card slot 
or Alesis’ Strike Software 
Editor. Want to play with a 
reverb-drenched Led Zeppelin-
style snare drum, or a 
massive dubstep bass drum? 
No problemo!

STEAL THE SHOW
Gibson’s Les Paul Standard High 
Performance guitar is dripping 
with bling – from the vintage 
Burstbucker pickups and chrome 
control knobs, to the luxurious  
one-piece rosewood fingerboard  
and rugged aluminium case

ROCK AND ROLI
The modular Roli Block is ripe for 
expansion – add a second Block to 
up the key-count, or hook up another 
instrument from the Block range

MONEY FOR NOTHING
No iPad? No worries, because 
the iTrack Solo Studio comes 
with Ableton Live Lite 9 
software gratis, leaving 
you free to record and mix 
on your Mac or PC

HORSE POWER
Dialling in sounds on the Bluetooth and 

Wi-Fi-equipped GT100 is a breeze thanks to 
the Fender Tone app, but the tech doesn’t 
stop there – once the jam session is over 

you can stream music straight to the 
Mustang from your smart device

02

04

03

05
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his month saw the launch 

of something truly 

momentous. Something 

terrifyingly expensive, 

admittedly, but also palpably, 

thrillingly new. A quantum leap 

forward from a brand with a long, 

proud history of innovation.  

That was Miele’s Dialog oven, a 

triumph of Teutonic engineering that 

cooks with ‘magnetic waves’ and will 

revolutionise how we prepare food… 

once it costs less than eight grand, and 

we’ve all read the manual. 

Apple? Oh, they put out a nice phone  

that costs £800 and a really nice phone 

that costs a grand.

One thing the two launches had in 

common was a very theatrical launch 

event. You can’t put out anything new 

and expensive these days without 

employing an elaborate mix of West 

End musical-grade lighting and FX, 

OLED screens the size of Windsor 

Castle and some buttock clenchingly 

awkward ‘banter’ between hosts who 

would really rather not be doing this.

No business… 
I’ve been watching Apple’s iPhone 

events since the first one, and every 

year I go away thinking, “Well that was 

ridiculously packed with hyperbole and 

faintly outrageous claims” …and then I 

usually go and buy the phone anyway. 

This year’s one, on September 12, 

seemed particularly mad. There was 

genuine emotion at the start as Tim 

Cook reminisced movingly about Steve 

Jobs, but after that it tipped over into a 

strange mix of science and feelings – all 

of the feels, as today’s young people put 

it – that seemed a bit like robots trying 

to understand human emotions and 

maybe not quite getting it.

So the Apple Watch 3 wasn’t just 

a high-class wearable. No, the 

presentation made clear, through the 

reading out of letters from users, that it 

was here to save them – and YOU  

from, variously, car crashes, hea  

disease and other hitherto undiag  

medical conditions, depression a  

perhaps most terrifying of all, “a

‘dad body’.” Nooooo! NOT the da

Then there were the new Appl

4K – like the Apple TV but with 4

– and the iPhone 8 which, as eve ,

like the last iPhone but a bit bette .

The way Apple presents its new

products does wind a lot of peopl p

You can easily play iPhone Event g

filling up your card as speakers u  

certain Apple-y buzzwords. 

Angela Ahrendts, Apple’s reta  

supremo, for instance, announce  

Apple Stores should now be calle

‘Town Squares’ and then delivere

speech that I swear to god literally went 

like this: “Soul… humanise… amazing… 

commitment… design… simple… 

beautiful.” So that was my bingo card 

filled, and she was the first speaker.

Th p  

g  

products is so very hard. As I’ve 

complained before, gadgets – and 

phones in particular – are nearly all 

good, these days. Is the iPhone any 

better than the latest Samsung or LG 

phone? As a pile of chips with a screen 

on the front? No. As a desirable, sexy 

thing you feel unaccountable loyalty 

towards? For a lot of people, yes.

But I do worry that the strain 

is beginning to tell on Apple’s 

spokesdroids. This year’s big reveal 

was the iPhone X, a phone that features 

some very cutting-edge camera 

technology, is an aesthetic wonder, 

and also the priciest mainstream 

smartphone ever. How did Apple 

choose to show it off? By demonstrating 

that you could use it to motion capture 

your face, talking, and map it onto a 

4K-definition, sentient turd emoji.

It almost made me think that 

someone at Apple was trying to hint at 

a certain ironic detachment from its 

latest and greatest handset. Almost. 

But the defining feature of Apple is 

earnestness and so I can only conclude 

the team there genuinely thinks a 

talking animatronic poo with your 

face mapped onto it is the future.

You can’t put anything 
new out these days 
without awkward 
‘banter’ between hosts

T

But although it’s easy to mock 

Apple’s rather magical, hippy-ish way 

of doing things, clearly it works. It 

appeals to people who don’t spend large 

chunks of their time commenting 

about tech online. You know: normal, 

regular, non-cynical people. 

That’s because Apple has long 

understood that selling tech isn’t about 

flogging people a bunch of microchips 

strapped to some OLED. It’s about 

selling dreams and aspirations and 

excitement and nice things and feels. 

Duncan Bell i  
an Apple fan…
…but with phones now over £1,000, it’s 
clear the brand doesn’t love him back

OPINION
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That is more important than ever 

now that differentiating between tech 
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 SPONSORED BY  

Tech and bad posture are a way-
too-common pairing, so do your 
back a favour and let the smart 
app-connected UPRIGHT GO teach 
you how to straighten up

 SOLVE THE 
SCREEN SLOUCH

If you’re hunched over  
a screen or desk all day, 
back, neck and shoulder 
pain strikes over time.  
In fact, over 80 per cent of 
the UK is set to experience 
back pain at some point  
in their lives. Why? Poor 
posture and ‘screen slouch’ 
are the main culprits. That’s 
why you need UPRIGHT GO, 
a sleek wearable designed 
to reduce muscle problems 
by correcting your posture. 

The lightweight (12g) 
and wireless UPRIGHT GO 
features award-winning tech 
to help you achieve perfect 
posture. Stick it on the 

middle of your back, and the 
device uses a sensor-led 
learning algorithm to detect 
your body position. When 
you slouch, the UPRIGHT 
GO vibrates, reminding you 
gently to adjust into a 
healthier position. 

Sync the UPRIGHT GO 
with its companion app 
(iOS, Android) to make it 
even smarter, dishing out 
real-time feedback on your 
posture and how you can 
make simple yet lasting 
changes to correct it. Want 
to record data without the 
device emitting vibrations? 
No problem! Use the 

UPRIGHT GO in the discrete 
Tracking Mode.

Prolonged back problems 
can lead to musculoskeletal 
disorders, increased stress 
and fatigue, while good 
posture can increase 
confidence, positivity and 
overall wellbeing. The 
UPRIGHT GO helps to 
improve your posture in just 
three weeks. At £79.99, it’s 
also cheaper than forking 
out on physio treatment.

You can grab UPRIGHT 
GO from uprightpose.com/
products now, and more 
retailers, including Amazon, 
from October.

TRAIN AWAY THE PAIN
The UPRIGHT GO, developed by  

Upright Technologies, works with  

a free companion app on iPhone and 

Android that, once you set-up a user 

profile, will generate personalised 

postural training programmes for you. 

The app also awards you an ‘Up 

Score’, playfully motivating you to 

achieve posture perfection, to help 

reduce pain and improve your overall 

wellbeing. These individual in-app 

training plans range from three  

to four weeks to begin with, and  

include two to five sessions lasting 

five to nine minutes each, depending 

on your personal needs.

80% of the UK 
will suffer from 
back pain, but 
it’s avoidable
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 SEND YOUR QUESTIONS TO: inbox@t3.com or facebook.com/T3mag 

ABOVE Listen to 
Guru’s tips and 
become a killer 
photographer!
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Guru’s key technique for  

skill improvement involves 

sneaking into the family’s 

heavily guarded money 

vault, dodging the laser net and spike 

traps, skimming off a few coins that  

won’t be noticed, then subtly throwing 

money at the skill that needs to be 

improved. His camera bag, overflowing 

with lenses, bodies, filters and the rest, 

is perhaps the most glaring example of 

this needless excess.

It won’t surprise you to learn that 

Ol’ GaGu wasted most of that money. 

Convincing one’s self that poor quality 

results are the fault of the expensive, 

exquisitely engineered equipment and 

not the slightly drunk operator is the 

curse of the open-wallet gadgeteer.  

A small photographic toolkit will carry 

you a long way, and realistically you 

only need three items to get started  

as an amateur: a good body, some 

versatile optics and a method of 

keeping that gear steady.

You apparently want to get better, 

so Guru will presume you’re not at the 

entry level and look a little further up 

the price scale than the £499 Nikon 

D3300 and £779 Canon EOS 800D, 

both tremendous beginner DSLRs. 

And we’ll avoid mirrorless cameras; 

practice with a viewfinder is all but 

essential. Invest, then, in proper DSLR 

kit priced in such a way as to stab you 

directly in the wallet. GaGu wouldn’t 

like to push you either side of the great 

divide – it’s really up to you whether 

you select the Canon EOS 7D Mark II 

(£1149), the Nikon D7200 (£920), or 

one of Sony’s tremendous snappers 

like the Alpha a77 Mark II (£949).

Don’t skimp on the tripod; 

Vanguard’s tried-and-tested Alta Pro 

263AB 100 (£165) is hugely versatile, 

and slightly less bonkers than 

spending £819 on the Gitzo GK1555T-

82TQD Traveler. Your lenses are going 

to depend on the body you choose,  

so GaGu will refrain from specific 

recommendations, but make sure you 

have at least a 18-55mm lens (often 

supplied as a kit lens), a decent-budget 

55-200mm telephoto and a fast lens – 

something along the lines of a f/1.8 

50mm ‘normal’ or ‘portrait’ optic.

How can I become a  
better photographer?

HOWARD LEES, GRANTHAM

A SMALL PHOTOGRAPHIC KIT WILL 
CARRY YOU A LONG WAY AND YOU 
ONLY REALLY NEED THREE ITEMS 
TO GET STARTED AS AN AMATEUR

This issue

A

T3’S MYSTERIOUS TECHNOLOGY 
MAESTRO BRINGS THINGS INTO FOCUS

How can I become a better photographer? 
Gagu, what’s your backup plan? 
I want to transfer from iPhone to Android
How do I get the best espresso?
Do I need a weather station?
When will I be able to get an electric car?
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You will not, unless your 

personal transfer plan 

involves immolating your 

iPhone in a ritual sacrifice 

before setting up your Android device. 

Certain things might not be easy, 

certainly they won’t be as simple as 

they would be if you were switching 

between handsets of the same  

flavour, but you should be able  

to get everything off using usual 

downloading procedures. Be warned, 

though: you may have to use iTunes to 

get your hands on things like photos, 

an extreme punishment if ever there 

was one.

The most difficult bit will be 

transferring contacts, but even this 

is straightforward if you know what 

you’re doing; upload them to your 

iCloud account, download them from 

there as a vCard, then upload them to 

Google Contacts. They’ll automatically 

sync with your phone as soon as you 

sign in with your Google account.

GADGET GURU’S MAGIC B X

When GaGu’s actions are 

eventually discovered, he 

has a few potential options; 

escape to one of his Cayman 

Islands holdings; retreat to the bunker 

beneath Guru Towers; annihilation of 

all of his enemies; gruesome John 

Travolta face swap. It’ll all be fine. 

Unless you mean in the digital sense, 

which you probably do. Forget Guru 

said anything.

Guru’s primary archives, and 

OS-mandated mirrors of his hard 

drives, are stored on a lockable 2TB 

Buffalo MiniStation Extreme NFC drive 

(£140), ExFAT formatted so that any 

old computer can access it. Nightly, 

these get transferred to Guru’s NAS, 

a £485 Synology DS416 with four bays 

fully loaded with 32TB storage, much 

of which is dedicated to media files 

and such. Now and then a second 

drive is filled with backups, and left 

disconnected from any devices in case 

a covert government organisation 

plants another bit of snooping 

software on one of GaGu’s machines.

Making the most of the Cloud is 

important, too. GaGu’s phone, for 

example, uploads his snaps both to 

Google Photos and to his Plex server, 

giving him two copies should his 

handset get crushed under an irate 

farmer’s tractor again. Critical files 

from local computers – future writings, 

world domination plans, meticulously 

researched dirt on T3 editors – are 

entrusted to Backblaze’s Cloud backup 

service, which stores ‘unlimited’ data 

for $50 (around £39) per year.

If you’re only keeping a limited 

number of files, you may even be fine 

with the free tiers of OneDrive, Google 

Drive or Dropbox, whichs hook into a 

folder and mirror your files online and, 

if you install on multiple computers, 

between your machines.

You could go even madder than 

GaGu’s already-overkill plan, but three 

copies in three distinct places should 

be enough to keep any file safe. Even  

if you keep one copy away from your 

main PC, you’re far more covered than 

someone who doesn’t back up at all.

Guru, what’s your  
backup plan?

KEVIN HAYLES, BRIDGEND

I want to 
transfer from 
iPhone to 
Android. Will I 
lose everything?

KERRY JAMES, 
KING’S LYNN

ABOVE Save your 
data from the 
old-phone vortex 
with just a few 
easy steps

A

A
During GaGu’s regularly mandated trawl 

through the crowdfunding world, he stumbled 

upon a thing that will change his life forever: the 

$380/£296 Cubiio. By day, an unassuming 

cube. Also by day, a cube with a stupidly strong 

laser in it that can burn custom-generated 

patterns into whatever you point it at. 

Supremely dangerous in (and, indeed, on) the 

wrong hands, but very cool if you want to etch 

your child’s latest drawing onto a pancake, 

scorch your name into fine leather goods, or 

leave an indelible black mark just about 

anywhere. Please do not mention to Guru the 

fact that this Kickstarter project falls squarely 

into the ‘rather unlikely to work properly’ 

category. A pyromaniac can dream.

Very interesting to see the HTC Vive  

getting a price cut to £599, chasing d th   

Oculus Rift’s recent drop to £400. D g 

new people in is massively important   

the VR world. Far more important tha

squabbling over patents, having little 

lawsuit parties, or spoiling the  

broth by signing up games to be 

exclusive to one platform when 

they could work  

well on either. 

While Guru has 

long extolled the 

virtues of Mrs Guru  

Gtech eBike City (£995) he does need to point 

out one little foible that’s recently come to light: 

it uses regular brake pads on the wheel rims 

rather than disc brakes. These, it seems, get 

ground down to nothing in a matter of months 

given the bike’s usual lick of speed; perhaps not 

the best choice of hardware, there. 

And while Guru is on the subject, GaGu Sr.’s 

found something odd on his own bike: he was 

getting electric shocks when riding under 

power lines. Turns out power cables can build 

up a strong electric charge in you, shocking   

              h it g ts conducted 

ou O c al advice is to 

g etal on your 

b ke the whole 

time under 

power lines, 

so it can’t 

build up.
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GIVE IT A DECADE AND WE’LL 
HAVE THE INFRASTRUCTURE AND 
BATTERY TECHNOLOGY TO MAKE 
ELECTRIC CARS A NO-BRAINER

CROWD-FUNDED

NISE WAVE

Pre-brewed pods receive 

less of GaGu’s trademark 

disdain than you might 

expect – they’re quick and 

easy, not messy, and delicious enough. 

But banging out one of Clooney’s 

finest autobrews offers none of the 

satisfaction of the small cup you’ll get 

out of a Gaggia Naviglio (£439), an 

affordable bean-to-cup device from  

a company that’s been producing 

espresso makers for nearly 80 years.

Miele’s sexy coffee rectangle,  

the £850 CM 6110, deserves a little 

recognition for its great interface and 

hidden bean grinder, and there’s a 

wealth of more expensive chromed kit 

that you can stick in your kitchen in 

order to play Starbucks at home. But 

that Naviglio? It’s really good. Don’t 

pay more until you’ve tried it.

When will I be 
able to get an 
electric car?

Do I need a 
weather 
station?

How do I  
get the best 
espresso?

WHAT IS IT?
It’s a stick thing that gets a bit warm. 
It has Wi-Fi.

FACETIOUS AS EVER, GURU.
All right, all right. The Wave is the 
latest in Nise’s line of sous-vide 
cooking devices. If you’re unfamiliar, 
sous-vide – ‘under vacuum’ – is the 
cooking technique whereby you put 
your ingredients in a little air-sealed 
bag and leave it in specifically tepid 
water for a long time.

SO THAT’S GOOD?
Sous-vide certainly imparts a unique 
texture and level of flavour to your 
food, but Guru can’t help but feel 
that treating a steak to a nice warm 
bath for half a day is somewhat less 
appealing than subjecting it to fiery 
burnination for a couple of minutes. 
The Wave takes even more of that 
aggression out of mealtimes; leave it 
in your stewing pool in the morning, 
and it’ll activate at precisely the 
right time to get your food done for 
when you have dinner, adapting its 
temperature through the day to 
ensure a perfect cook.

ANY NEAT FEATURES?
There’s an app which includes a 
bunch of recipes and automatic 
Wave settings for them, water 
circulation to ensure an even level  
of doneness, IP67 water resistance 
which, unbelievably, isn’t a standard 
feature in these “dunk me in water 
all day” electrical devices, and a 
bunch more things.

PRETTY GREAT THEN?
This won’t do all your cooking for 
you. You can’t put a whole meal in a 
tub and call it a day – you’ll need to 
whip up the rest the traditional way. 
And sous-vide does not appeal to 
everyone. But yes, particularly at the 
price ($199, or around £155) this is 
worth a taste.

HOW DID IT DO?
The Wave got a warm reception, 
bagging well over $230,000 of a 
$35,000 goal.

Guru’s designs on a shiny 

new Tesla are well known, 

not least  because he’s too 

lazy to drive himself 

anywhere, but the infrastructure isn’t 

perfect yet, as T3 found in its big 

1,700-mile trip last issue – though 

admittedly, it was only really a problem 

in the Scottish highlands. That said, 

Tesla’s charging system is better than 

the other options, which is a factor if 

you’re looking at a cheaper option. The 

landscape will be ready soon, or it had 

better be, given that people the world 

over are pushing hard for a ban on new 

fossil-fuelled cars. Give it a decade and 

we’ll have the infrastructure, battery 

technology and variety of choice that’ll 

make all-electric cars a no-brainer.

No. But you also don’t need 

that Xbox. You don’t need 

that fancy watch, those 

LED-infused peripherals, 

that… whatever that is. There are very 

few things you ever need. So, the 

question is, can you afford one? Will 

knowing the comings and goings of 

the weather push your happiness 

needle further up than the £600 you’d 

spend on an Oregon Scientific 

WMR300 would push it down? If so, 

get that thing in your garden right 

now. If not, you can always go for 

Netatmo’s cheaper and very smart 

Weather Station for £130, which 

monitors conditions inside and out, 

and reports to a phone app.

CHASE ROBERTS, 
LUTON

ABOVE Soon we 
can stop using 
dead dinosaurs 
for fuel – 
it’s just not 
dignified

MIKE COLLINS, 
EDINBURGH

Don’t miss another  

instalment of the  

legendary Gadget Guru! 

SUBSCRIBE
TODAY!

See p44

LES PETERSON,  
HULL
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APPLE HAS DAZZLED US ONCE MORE – THE iPHONE X IS 
ITS MOST STUNNING MODEL YET. BUT THEN WE WOULDN’T 

EXPECT ANYTHING LESS…
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SUPER SHOOT R
The iPhone X has 2MP 
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SWIPE RIGHT
The iconic Home buuuuuuuuuttttottoooonnnn is gone. You nowwwwww swsswswwwwipepp
up from the bottommmmmmmm ooofooffff tthe phone to go bbbbbackacackack 
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iPHONE X
Meet the iPhone of the future, with a stunning all-screen  
design, 3D face scanning, and laptop-beating power



THE iPHONE OF THE FUTURE
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The iPhone X is the most radical redesign of 

an iPhone yet, tying together industry 

trends and adding that Apple level of polish. 

And it needs to be a lot of polish for the 

£999 price tag Apple is asking when it 

comes out on November 3rd.

It’s a knockout from the moment you try 

it, though. It’s hard to overstate how 

beautiful the screen is – deep, rich and 

smooth, drawing level with Samsung in the 

quality stakes easily. The rear, which is now 

glass, doesn’t feel as premium as the 

almost-ceramic metal of previous models, 

but it still feels solid and secure in the hand. 

The edges aren’t sharp, instead folding into 

the palm in a way that’s pleasant to hold.

We weren’t able to test the face unlock, 

which is a shame, because it’s the area we’re 

most uncertain about – in the various 

demos we’ve seen, it seemed to struggle for 

consistency. Apple says it learns your face 

better over time, and when it worked, it 

was really fast and slick, so we’ll reserve 

final judgment for a full review.

 Apple’s face-reading tech 

includes a projector that beams 

out 30,000 invisible dots onto 

your mug, mapping it in 3D, 

which the camera can then read. 

This means a photo won’t work, 

and Apple even had film SFX 

experts copy people’s faces in 

3D, but it wasn’t fooled by that, 

either. You set it up once with a 

thorough scan of your face, and 

it actually then learns about 

small changes to your look over 

time, so if you lose weight, it’s 

not confused. It can work around 

glasses and two-day-hangover 

stubble too, thanks to machine 

learning smarts and the A11 Bionic 

chip. And your face data is stored 

only on the phone, encrypted, and 

never sent to Apple.

Face ID explained

Using gestures instead of the Home 

button is intuitive and works well, although 

you do have to get used to balancing the 

phone in your palm. The Control Centre is 

now at the top right, and that needs a little 

more dexterity to hit – you’ll have to use 

two hands for that generally.

The general tech of the camera upgrades 

this time around are impressive, but it’s 

depth-sensing that steals the show. The 

camera on the back is bolted on vertically, 

rather than horizontally, showing that 

Apple wants you to hold the phone in 

landscape rather than portrait mode. This is 

also on account of the front True Depth 

camera, which takes up so much space and 

is needed for Face ID. The front camera is 

excellent at sensing your surroundings and 

your face, and the ability to map a mask, or 

transform you into an animated emoji is 

genuinely joy-filling. There’s something 

amazing about being able to make an 

on-screen pig frown, or being transformed 

into a hologram. Silly, but true.

The camera itself felt good, very similar 

to previous iterations, with some extra 

speed from the new chip – in short, this 

was all about being able to sense the 

surroundings rather than taking better 

photos, which was interesting. However, 

the machine learning inside should be able 

to better work out what you’re snapping 

and alter the settings to match – and the 

Portrait Lighting, which intelligently learns 

what is the subject and what isn’t, and can 

alter the effect of the photo accordingly, is 

really stunning as a feature.

Apple says this gets two hours better 

battery life than the 7 Plus, which is great, 

though we couldn’t test it strongly yet. 

Wireless charging seems to work really 

well, and will be great for top-ups when 

you need them.

So, some questions marks remain, but 

there’s no doubt that the iPhone X is the 

futuristic iPhone from Apple that we’ve 

been waiting for. Just be ready to pay a 

hefty sum for it.
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 Wireless charging has 

been pretty common on 

Android for five years, but 

Apple has been a staunch 

hold-out on the tech, with 

the exception of the Apple 

Watch’s magnetic charger. 

But that’s finally changed 

with the newest iPhones. 

All new iPhones feature 

support for the Qi charging 

standard, by far the most 

common, with lots of 

compatible products 

around, including charging 

mats from the likes of 

Mophie and Belkin that will 

be available at the same 

time as the phones. 

Apple will also release a 

larger charging mat called 

AirPower in 2018, that can 

charge multiple devices at 

once, including the new 

iPhones, the Apple Watch 

Series 3, and a wireless 

charging case for the 

AirPods that’s coming 

(though Apple didn’t say 

when). Sadly, this doesn’t 

mean the new Watch is 

compatible with Qi 

charging – only AirPower 

and its magnetic charger. 

Still, at least charging you

iPhone just got slicker.

Get 3 issues of T3 for just £6! See p44

Wireless charging at last!

iPHONE 8
As if one new iPhone wasn’t enough, here’s an update to 
the existing line, with the X’s smarts at a lower price

The dazzle coming off the iPhone X 

might outshine iPhone 8 and 8 Plus, 

but don’t ignore them, because they 

look like great phones, starting at 

£699 for 8 and £799 for the 8 Plus.

They’ve got the power of the new 

A11 Bionic chip, wireless charging 

and upgraded 12MP cameras that let 

in 83% more light (same as the X). 

As with the 7 models, the 8 Plus’ 

dual camera is the real gem, because 

it works with the new Portrait 

Lighting feature (though only one 

lens features optical stabilisation, 

unlike the X, where both do).

The design is similar to previous 

iPhones, with the back curving into 

the hand, allowing it to feel as 

premium as the cost suggests – they 

may be cheaper than the X, but 

they’re still flagship phones. The 

build has shifted slightly, though, 

and we now have a glass back, 

which allows for wireless charging. 

It feels a little less robust than 

metal, but you’ll be able to juice up 

your phone more conveniently.

The glass back means there’s not 

as much of a curve as before, with a 

slight join between the glass and the 

metal frame. It’s still recognisably 

an iPhone, of course.

It feels nice in the hand, but it’s 

still a struggle to get your finger the 

whole way across the Plus-sized 

phone – the iPhone X is so much 

more usable despite having a larger 

screen, because it’s taller and 

thinner. The 4.7-inch iPhone 8 is 

more usable, but we tend to prefer 

the 8 Plus because it offers extra 

battery life and the better camera.

DISPLAY DÉJÀ VU
Sadly, the screen on the 8 models 

isn’t obviously upgraded from the 7 

models. Well, we say ‘sadly’, but the 

screen from last year on the Plus 

was a Full HD 5.5-inch display that 

was clear and crisp, and didn’t rob 

the battery of power just to pack in 

the pixels. The smaller 8 has a less 

sharp 1136x640 screen, which is a 

bit weak at this price, though it’s 

bright, with gorgeous colours.

There is one key tweak to the 

screen, though, which is True Tone 

support (also on the X), where the 

screen’s colour temperature 

changes to match the lighting in the 

room you’re in. We absolutely love 

it, and going back to regular screens 

feels cold and nasty.

There are also stereo speakers 

which are up to 25% louder than the 

7 models, with richer bass.

It’s hard to shake the feeling that 

the iPhone 8 Plus is the option for 

the iPhone 6S Plus upgrader who 

doesn’t want the expensive iPhone 

X, which is definitely unfair. This is 

the best iPhone on the market for 

those who don’t want to spend silly 

money, and support for the most 

advanced features such as Portrait 

Lighting is fantastic.

 

r
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With a built-in SIM, Apple’s wearable is ready 
to let you leave the iPhone at home

The latest generation of Apple Watch takes 

the next logical leap and removes its need to 

be tethered to an iPhone, with an optional 

4G connection, starting from £329 for 

non-4G models, or £399 with 4G.

That’s not the only change, of course. 

The Series 3 Watch includes a barometric 

altimeter, meaning it can detect your 

elevation for the first time, which is great 

for getting a more accurate view of the 

effort you put into a day – if you climb a 

mountain, that’s kind of a big factor. There’s 

also a new faster wireless chip for getting 

information into the Watch, and a 70% 

more powerful dual-core processor, so that 

apps run much zippier, and which enables 

Siri to speak on the Watch for the first time.

It means the Watch line-up is fairly 

complex now: you’ve still got two sizes, and 

now have models with GPS only, and 

models with GPS+Cellular. The GPS-only 

models are all aluminium Sport models, 

while the GPS+Cellular come in Sport, 

stainless steel, or ceramic Watch Edition 

(which includes super-smart new grey 

colour option). The GPS+Cellular option also 

has more storage than GPS alone – 16GB 

instead of 8GB, mostly so that it’s a better 

companion to Apple Music, for streaming 

without your phone.

So, how does a contract and calling for 

the 4G Watch work? It’ll be an add-on to 

your existing contract, using the same 

phone number. EE is offering a Watch 

contract for an extra £5 per month, which 

seems pretty decent to us. The potential 

catch is that EE is the only network 

supporting the Watch in the UK at launch. 

Expect more in the future, but no one’s 

saying when just yet.

 The new app-enabled Apple TV 

has had a bit of a rocky life – initial 

excitement about its apps and cool 

Siri features eventually gave way to 

disappointment in its untapped 

potential, especially in the UK, where 

some major services still don’t have 

apps (All 4, we’re looking at you), and 

others that are way too basic (Now 

TV, it’s your turn).

But with the new Apple TV 4K, 

the little box gets renewed purpose 

– it’s maybe the best way to watch 

4K movies. For a start, 4K films are 

coming to iTunes, and they won’t 

cost any more than current HD 

movies to buy (so, about £20 max, 

with many potentially cheaper – 

there’s no word on rentals just yet). 

Even better, any you’ve bought 

already get upgraded to HDR for 

free, which is surprisingly generous.

There’s also support for both 

HDR10 and Dolby Vision, which is not 

something all the other 4K streamers 

can boast, so iTunes movies and stuff 

from Netflix and Amazon Prime 

Video (coming later this year) will 

look its very best. The only sticking 

point is that there’s no Dolby Atmos 

support in there.

As part of this, it gets an internal 

boost with an A10X processor – the 

same as the iPad Pro. In theory, this 

could bring console-level games to it, 

but with no controller as standard, 

we’re not convinced Apple will ever 

turn it into a real gaming platform.

Apple TV 4K

Bringing affordable 4K movies 
and HDR support 

WATCH 
SERIES 3



Whether you buy from 
Apple or get your phone 

on contract, here’s  
why you’ll want to  
power your shiny  

iPhone X with  
Three’s network

e sons to choose  
Three for your  

new iPhone

ABOVE Three has 
great deals on 
the iPhone X, 
with loads of 
extra  benefits

Sponsored by
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A
Sit back, relax and stop 

worrying, that’s what. You 

could change your habits and 

pack your phone’s storage with media 

– most streaming services have some 

kind of download option – but you 

don’t always know what you’ll be in 

the mood for before you go. Mobile 

entertainment doesn’t have to take  

up all your data, though: opt for 

Three’s Go Binge option (three.co.uk/

go-binge) when you sign up for one 

of its 4GB and above advanced plans 

and you’ll be able to enjoy streaming 

services including Netflix, Deezer, 

TVPlayer and SoundCloud infinitely 

without using up your data. Scare 

yourself silly on the train with the new 

series of Stranger Things on Netflix; 

rock out to Deezer’s curated Flow 

music stream or discover the latest 

indie tunes from SoundCloud; and 

even quiet squabbling children with 

instant access to Nickelodeon via 

TVPlayer. You can watch and listen to 

the shows and music you love, without 

fear of exceeding your data limit.

  I keep maxing my data watching 
video and streaming music on my 
commute. What can I do?

  Is there a 
cheaper way to 
get online when 
I’m abroad?

A
Why take your phone on 

holiday if you’re not going 

to use it? New European 

regulations put an end to hefty 

roaming fees for everyone, but Three 

goes one further: its Feel At Home 

service (three.co.uk/feel-at-home) 

enables you to use your data, calls 

and texts in 60 worldwide destinations 

– including the US, Australia and 

beyond – meaning you can use your 

phone exactly as if you were back in 

the UK, with no worries about extra 

costs when you get home.

STREAM TV SHOWS AND MUSIC 
INFINITELY WITHOUT ANY FEAR 
OF EXCEEDING YOUR DATA LIMIT



  I very rarely 
make calls or 
texts. How can  
I make the most 
of my data?

A
We understand. Most of us 

in the office are constantly 

hammering Twitter, Facebook 

and WhatsApp on our phones, with 

barely a traditional text in sight. 

Three’s internet-first philosophy is  

the perfect choice for a data-hungry 

generation: there are tons of all-you-

can-eat data plans and, as we’ve 

mentioned, unique options like Go 

Binge and Go Roam mean you can live 

your connected life without a second 

thought. Three’s network carries 36 

per cent of the UK’s mobile internet 

traffic, so they know what they’re 

doing. As long as you pick one of 

Three’s advanced plans, you’ll also get 

a hefty chunk of personal hotspot 

allowance – up to 30GB per month – 

which really increases what you can do 

with your data. And if you don’t go 

all-you-can-eat, it’s quick and easy to 

keep tabs on your data usage through 

the Three app (three.co.uk/threeapp). 

May you never run out again.

  New iPhones 
are expensive 
– how can I make 
my £ go further?

A
The easiest way to get some 

extra mileage from your pay 

packet is to look out for killer 

offers on the things you love (and 

need) to buy. There are apps like 

MyVoucherCodes available to 

everyone, but these will only have 

a partial selection of the offers you 

could be finding. Three customers 

get exclusive access to Wuntu  

(three.co.uk/wuntu), the network’s 

own app for finding sweet discounts 

in all areas of life. Even more usefully, 

Wuntu learns what you like, and then 

throws offers and rewards your way 

from major brands… and sometimes, if 

you’re lucky, freebies: how does free 

pizza sound? Delicious, that’s how.
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Sponsored by

GIVING BACK

A
Every new phone generation 

brings improvements to 

phone antennas, but with a 

phone from Three, you’ll benefit from 

a host of other improvements, too. 4G 

Super-Voice technology means that 

Three pushes its 4G signal, which is 

compatible with voice, texts and data, 

on low frequencies that penetrate 

walls incredibly efficiently. You’ll get a 

strong signal in more places – indoor 

black spots be damned. 

If you’re somehow not in a 4G 

Super-Voice area, you’re still not out  

of luck. You can call and text using 

Three inTouch using your home Wi-Fi 

connection, or any other Wi-Fi 

network you happen to be connected 

to. This includes those London 

Underground stations, which every 

Three customer has access to, so as 

long as there’s Wi-Fi, Three customers 

will have access to calls and texts too, 

no matter how far underground.

  I get poor signal in my house on 
my old phone. Is there any easy way 
to improve this? 

  I’m buying a 
new iPhone but 
I tend to break 
them a lot. What 
can I do?

A
The new iPhone is a heck of  

an investment, that’s for sure. 

Before you even get it out of 

the box, pick up a proper case, ideally 

one with high-tech cushioning, but you 

can buy anything up to military-spec 

protection if your butterfingers are 

really that bad. Put it on straight away. 

No case is entirely klutz-proof, though. 

If you’re signed up to the Three Rescue 

protection plan, you can make a claim 

online and get a replacement phone 

the very next day if your handset is 

damaged – and also, if it’s lost or 

stolen, so no matter what happens, 

you don’t have to live long without 

your iPhone. And if you don’t get it in 

time, Three will chuck you £20.

YOU CAN MAKE CALLS 
AND RECEIVE TEXTS 
ANYWHERE YOU HAVE 
WI-FI – NO MOBILE 
SIGNAL REQUIRED

LEFT Three’s 
Go Binge means 
you can stream 
without worry

BELOW Make full 
use of your data 
on holiday with 
Feel at Home

The allure of a new iPhone is a strong one. If you’ve 

decided to take the plunge, using Three’s Trade-in program  

(three.co.uk/trade-in) to bring in money for your old 

handset could boost your bank balance after the sting of a 

new phone. For example, an iPhone 7 Plus in perfect nick 

could net you as much as £460 – and if you don’t like the 

price Three is quoting, they’ll send it back to you for free. 

Three also offers a much more benevolent option in the 

form of Three Reconnected (three.co.uk/reconnected). 

Send in your old phone and it’ll be wiped, upgraded  

and sent out to organisations such as The Good Things 

Foundation and Business in the Community. These groups 

then make sure the phones will benefit individuals who 

really need them: military veterans, victims of domestic 

abuse, young homeless people and more. 
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After months of preparation and 

tense judging conversations, it’s 

time for the annual T3 Awards! 

Here, we celebrate the finest tech 

released in the last 12 months – 

and this year, we’ve expanded 

the types of gadget we cover, 

to reflect the new world where 

everything is app-connected and  

smart. So without further ado, 

please meet the very best the 

tech industry has to offer

WELCOME TO THE
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The best celebrities, the 

finest locations and booze 

that never seems to stop flowing. The T3 

Awards is a particularly special occasion 

in the calendar year, highlighting the best 

that’s come over the last 12 months – its 

winners walking away with a weighty 

piece of metal in the form of the T3 gong, 

while runner-ups walk away with a slight 

headache. 11 years seems like a lifetime, 

and in the tech industry a lot changes in 

that sort of time frame. Look at it this way 

– the iPhone has only just reached 10 years 

mature, and what did we do for fun on the 

go before then? Funnily enough, a year 

before the world would witness the first 

iPhone, there was the very first T3 Awards 

event, and the only smartphone to appear 

was RIM’s Crackberry. Yes, there was a 

time when it was riding a mobile high. 

Clearly, though, this inaugural event was 

one with an emphasis very much on tech 

to make our lives more fun. There were 

umpteen games consoles from the likes 

of Xbox, PlayStation and Nintendo. Philips 

even came up with a 6.1 surround sound 

system – it didn’t really take off, but hey, 

why not? Any guess as to what claimed 

Gadget of the Year back then? It was only 

Apple with the classic iPod – proof that 

T3 judges have always known a good ’un 

when they see it.

THE T3 AWARDS:
11 YEARS CELEBRATING TECH EXCELLENCE

Every year, the T3 Awards somehow manages to better the  

last one, and it’s been a long and fascinating road to 2017

2016’s Tech 
Personality of the 

Year winner Will.i.am 
shows off his hefty 

new jewellery
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The first ever winner of T3’s big  
yearly award was the iPod, inevitably

Richard Bacon was a 
class act for 2015’s 

awards, putting a 
comedic touch on the 
night’s proceedings

Adam B – 
sans Joe – 

addressing some 
of YouTube’s 

finest comments

The T3 Awards are fuelled  
by good times (and free booze)

When you’re sitting here, you know 
you’ve done something right

If a tech event hasn’t had Stephen Fry 
involved at some point, is it even  
truly a tech event?



Don’t know the winner of 

our Lifetime Achievement 

award? You should. Asus Chairman and 

Chief Branding Officer Jonney Shih is 

one of the most entertaining, enthusiastic 

and downright tireless executives in the 

tech world, pumping out high-energy 

presentations at trade shows packed with 

positivity and panache. But it’s not just his 

stage presence that’s made Shih a legend; 

since joining the company in 1994, he 

and his team have built Asus from a niche 

motherboard manufacturer into the fourth 

largest PC vendor in the world, a leader in 

home internet kit, and even a player in the 

smartphone market. 

Now Asus is looking forward and in a 

field that could push tech even further. 

For the T3 Awards, we caught up with 

Shih to talk robots, AI, future-thinking 

and building a brilliant brand.

T3: You seem to enjoy yourself when you 

give press conferences. You’re quite free.

Jonney Shih: Yeah, maybe because of 

my passion about technology, about 

new products. Even though I have been 

the chairman of Asus for almost three 

decades, I’m still an engineer deep down. 

Engineers are always straight-talking, 

right? I’m always excited about  

the breakthroughs. So I think that’s why.

T3: What do you think most defines Asus 

as a brand?

JS: Asus is defined by our brand promise, 

‘in search of incredible’. You may think 

it’s a marketing tagline, but to me I think 

each one of the words reflects who I am 

and who Asus is. We are passionate about 

technology and driven by innovation. We 

are always in search of incredible ideas 

and experiences, and we aspire to deliver 

the incredible in everything we do.

T3: What are your key rules for success?

JS: Think through, and execute thoroughly. 

I’m an engineer, and this philosophy 

comes from the engineering spirit.  

You have to know the theory, the 

computing architecture, you have to 

master both hardware and software.  

And I believe you also need to deliver 

the results. So that’s why I have to 

execute thoroughly, and I try to apply 

this philosophy through management to 

design. A lot of people will talk about the 

principle to be persistent, to be genuine, to 

LIFETIME ACHIEVEMENT AWARD

JONNEY SHIH
The Chairman of Asus has spent the last 20 years revolutionising 

the computing and smartphone business, and is now looking to 

build the world’s first home robot companion…
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be authentic. But if you think through, the rest follows  

from that.

T3: If somebody was thinking of setting up their own 

tech hardware brand, what advice would you give them?

JS: Even if you’re trying to set up a brand, I think you 

have to focus on innovation and value in your technology. 

You need to master software in order to be a good tech 

hardware brand, so forget about pure hardware. We’ve 

been striving for design thinking in our company for 

more than 10 years already. Design thinking forces you 

to start from the consumer’s desire first, and only then 

do you consider the business viability, and eventually 

the technical feasibility. So there are a lot of different 

parameters, from the emotional to the functional, and you 

need to trade them off to make the best combination. 

T3: What’s your favourite Asus product?

JS: Zenbo, our first home robot. We 

have a philosophy we call the evolving 

reality. It’s my ambition to become the 

company that enables robotic computing 

for every household. Some may think it’s 

far-fetched, but I beg to differ. Robots will 

revolutionise our definition and perception 

of computing. We all love our computers 

– imagine just how great it’ll be when it 

proactively comes to you and asks you 

your wishes. In the past two years, I’ve 

tried to drive this project.

T3: Is it a problem that everyone sees 

robots as a fictional, sci-fi thing?

JS: That’s actually why I have this 

ambition. Humans have talked about 

robots for such a long time since, I think, 

Descartes. And even today, the most 

intelligent ones, maybe like the Asimo 

from Honda, are just for demonstration. 

We have to be very realistic in order to 

really penetrate every household. So we 

think the best design thinking is to make 

it cute, drive the best user experience. It’s practical, and 

can be a home robot. That’s why I think it’s a significant 

product. And we’ve tried to price it from $599 – it’s a 

tough target. We have to cherish every cent we spend.

T3: People talk to phones, speakers, things that don’t 

move. Is the robot the next evolution of that?

JS: Our goal is to further expand upon the functionalities 

of today’s machine-learning-based AI. I think Zenbo can 

be two steps ahead of these kinds of inanimate objects, 

with a mobile physical body and also a personality. It’s 

designed to be a sweet little companion, so his facial 

expressions and choice of words reflect this persona. 

My 86-year-old mother is very attached to Zenbo, after 

spending a few weeks with him. She even missed him 

when she went on vacation. 

T3: Many people see AI as the greatest threat potentially 

facing humanity. Do you have any worries about it? 

JS: Actually, no. Today’s AI technology is still built 

upon machine-learning, narrow AI. Only general AI can 

potentially become a threat to humans, but we are still 

a long way from that. According to the Cyc project, 

it will take around 100 years to establish an AI with 

common sense. The real AI achievements so far are still 

worse than a cockroach, and it’s very difficult to achieve 

even that kind of level. So I’m not that worried, frankly 

speaking. If someone tries to develop something to hurt 

a human being, it’s like a bomb. We should take the same 

approach as we would to prevent that happening, to stop 

those scientists, those developers.

T3: Do you have any other predictions for 

how the tech world might look in another 

10 years’ time?

JS: In 10 years I think it will be very 

different. Everything will be online, 

and that’s very important, a new era. 

Information will be like today’s electricity, 

which powers everything. Our learning, 

our work, our play, our buying. And I 

think every industry will be very different. 

The whole-world economy ecosystem 

will become a kind of consumer-centric 

connected value network, a genuine 

digital economy. Before, industry guessed 

the demand, so you’ve always got that 

long tail effect, inventory problems.  

But in 10 years, everything starts from  

the consumer. 

T3: Can the laptop still improve?

JS: Maybe not big leaps forward, because 

it’s already quite a mature product. But 

even today, people can’t live without 

their smartphones. And I think people 

also cannot live without their laptops. For professional 

computing you need to have a laptop, you need to have a 

bigger screen. The evolution for laptops will continue. But 

that’s evolution, not a big leap forwards. It will still focus 

on design, mobility and productivity.

T3: Is there any Asus product you feel was underrated?

JS: The PadFone. It was a product that was ahead of its 

time. Even today the PadFone is a perfect phone. We 

care a lot about our eyes, or our kids’ eyes, right? Phone 

screens are too small. I think that’s a perfect solution,  

a smartphone big enough to cover the tablet function.  

It came out around 2011, and I think in today’s market it 

would be more suitable.

“It’s my ambition for 

Asus to become the 

company that enables 

robotic computing for 

every household. 

We all love computers 

so imagine just how 

great it will be when it 

comes to you and asks 

you your wishes”

Get 3 issues of T3 for just £6! See p44  AWARDS 2017  T3 53



THE CONTENDERS

 Just when we thought 
they’d reached their full 
potential, Samsung went 
and turned phones into 
screens with its Infinity 
Edge display. Not only does 
it look incredible, giving you 
more screen real estate 
than ever, it actually makes 
a big phone much smaller. 

Samsung Infinity 
Edge display

 The Kickstarter that 
created a VR market was 
usurped in last year’s 
awards. Now, Oculus 
Touch adds motion-
sensing control and a 
second motion-sensing 
camera, so you can move 
individual fingers in your 
games. Seriously clever.

Oculus Touch

 There are those who 
love it, and those that 
don’t. The MacBook Pro 
was already a capable 
machine, but the Touch 
Bar’s instant access to 
commonly used functions 
within apps makes it even 
easier to work with. And it 
looks seriously slick.

Apple MacBook 
Pro Touch Bar

 The best in-car upgrade 
around. By projecting an 
image onto a transparent 
screen and placing it in 
your line of sight, Navdy 
enables you to see all your 
driving stats, whether it’s 
speed, or your latest 
email, without taking your 
eyes off the road.

Navdy

 The Switch is Nintendo 
at its best, up-ending the 
whole industry. While the 
Xbox One and PS4 fight 
over power, the Switch 
offers console-quality 
games in a tablet-sized 
package that’s quickly 
revolutionising how 
people enjoy games.

Nintendo 
Switch

 Sony’s Xperia Ear is 
like having Siri or Google 
Assistant in your lug. This 
in-ear smart assistant 
offers phone notifcations 
throughout the day and 
will respond to your 
commands; it’ll even 
respond to your head 
movements. 

Sony  
Xperia Ear

INNOVATION OF 
THE YEAR

Artificial intelligence in 

the home is booming right 

now, and it’s heavily thanks 

to Amazon’s smart home 

assistant: the Echo. 

No longer do you need 

to pick up your phone to 

find something out or to 

adjust your smart tech 

– just ask your trusty AI 

partner Alexa instead. With 

seven microphones and 

beam-forming tech built 

in, the voice control works 

perfectly, no matter what’s 

going on in the background. 

Amazon’s Echo has shown 

us the right way to do voice 

control, and sparked a new 

field of tech in the process – 

the sign of true innovation.
AND THE WINNER IS...

AMAZON 
ECHO

SPONSORED BY
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AND THE WINNER IS...

TILE SLIMA worthy winner of our 

Editor’s Choice 2017 award, 

the Tile Slim is an ultra-thin 

RFID tag that enables you 

to track, via Bluetooth 4.0, 

whatever the Tile Slim’s 

attached to. Stick one in your 

wallet, or attach one to your 

phone, and never suffer the 

panic of losing tech again. 

When used with the Tile app, 

the Tile Slim can ‘remember’ 

when it last saw the gadget 

you’re looking for.

EDITOR’S CHOICE AWARD FOR

HIGHLY
COMMENDED

 Cycling is fun. Getting lost is 
not. The Beeline smart compass 
has helped us get around  
smarter on our bicycle, which  
is why it’s Highly Commended  
in this category. When you 
download the companion app  
and set a waypoint, the Beeline 
displays the direction and 
distance to your destination.

Beeline 

 One of the world’s best 
streaming sticks made even 
better by the addition of Alexa 
Voice Service. Amazon’s 8GB stick 
offers super-fast Wi-Fi and 
accurate voice search. Use it to 
access over 7,000 apps, games 
and Alexa skills, and watch 
content from Amazon Video, Prime 
Video, Netflix and other services.. 

Amazon Fire TV 
Stick with Alexa

 The wearable hits just keep on 
coming from TomTom, culminating 
in the durable Touch Cardio. This 
entry-level fitness tracker boosts 
wellness by counting steps and 
distance covered, and monitoring 
heart rate and analysing body 
composition. For the low price you 
also get a customisable strap in 
one of four colours.

TomTom Touch 
Cardio

 Oh yeah, sure, streaming is a 
whole lot of fun… until you get hit 
with blooming buffering. Use the 
T3 Awards 2017 nominated Google 
Chromecast Ultra to quickly and 
smoothly stream, in up to 4K Ultra 
HD and HDR, all the media content 
you could ever want. Fast, nice ‘n’ 
simple to use, and the picture 
quality is ace. 

Google 
Chromecast Ultra

 An essential gadget for drivers, 
the Snooper Tyre Pilot enables you 
to measure the pressure of each 
of your car’s tyres simultaneously 
and wirelessly. It’ll ping out 
audible alerts if pressure changes 
are detected, and sound a ‘fast 
leakage alarm’ if one of your tyres 
does anything it shouldn’t, like hit 
a sharp object. 

Snooper Tyre Pilot

THE CONTENDERS

THE BEST GADGET 
UNDER £100

Amazon Fire TV
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 There’s a smartwatch to suit all 
tastes and budgets within TAG’s 
Modular 45 range, whether you 
prefer a titanium or calfskin strap. 
The water resistant, Android 
Wear-toting timepiece includes 
built-in GPS and other sensors 
to transform your workouts and 
customisable faces place alerts 
and stats front and centre.

TAG Heuer  
Modular 45

 Inside this immense monoblock 
amplifier sits a herculean power 
supply alongside a massive 8kW 
capacity output section designed 
to drive up to 888-watts of next- 
level audio. Motorsport-grade 
cast-aluminium heatsinks and 
integrated, vibration-free circuitry 
ensure every track is recreated 
with supreme detail and clarity.

SimAudio 
Moon 888

 Range Rover’s latest SUV is 
the perfect marriage of luxury, 
technology and utility. In the 
cockpit, the optional 12.3-inch HD 
Driver Display is your command 
centre for connectivity, navigation 
and safety, while premium textile 
seats and Electronic Air Suspension 
ensure optimum driver and 
passenger comfort.

Range Rover Velar

 The M10’s slim body features 
a settings dial to directly adjust 
parameters like aperture and 
exposure without switching the 
camera on. A new 24MP sensor 
expands the ISO range to between 
100 and 50,000, and the Leica’s 
advanced Maestro-II image 
processor guarantees top 
performance in all conditions.

Leica M10

 While the 7th Gen Intel Core 
i7-7820HK processor, Dolby audio 
and pair of VR-ready NVIDIA 
GeForce GTX 1080 SLI graphics 
cards are certainly headline 
features of Acer’s hottest gaming 
notebook, for us it’s the colossal 
21-inch curved screen and 120Hz 
refresh rate that earns the 
Predator 21X this top nomination.

Acer Predator 21X

LUXURY 
TECH OF 
THE YEAR

Topping 2017’s Luxury Tech category is B&O’s 

innovative modular wireless speaker system, a 

remarkable combination of high-quality audio 

and stylish, evolving wall art. BeoSound Shape’s 

nucleus is the BeoSound Core, a powerful 

connectivity hub that enables you to stream 

music from your device via built-in Apple AirPlay, 

Bluetooth or Chromecast. Audiophiles can then 

connect up to 44 Shape speakers and acoustic 

damper tiles – customisable with multiple colour 

and arrangement options – to fill any size and 

shape of room with detailed hi-res audio.

AND THE WINNER IS...

BANG & OLUFSEN
BEOSOUND

SHAPE

G H
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In the close-fought small SUV arena, it takes a special 

motor to stand out. But Volvo, maker of the safest 

cars on the planet, presents the XC60. It oozes typical 

Swedish refinement, and as you would expect - safety 

credentials are class-leading. Loaded with a multitude 

o y

d g .

AND THE WINNER IS...

O O C60 
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 The BMW 5 Series is so riddled 
with tech, you’d expect to see 
James Bond driving it. It all starts 
with a remote key fob: there’s a 
touchscreen built in to it, allowing 
you to drive the car remotely. Its 
360° cameras can also be 
remotely accessed. Oh, and it’s 
semi-autonomous too, aiding you 
with steering duties mid-cruise.

BMW 5 Series 

 The Land Rover Discovery is the 
best on- and off-road SUV. Though 
it looks more urban than ever, it’s 
a weapon off the black stuff, with 
Terrain Response 2 optimising 
throttle and gears to suit. It also 
comes with waterproof wrist 
band-cum remote key fob, 
which can be worn when you’re, 
presumably, hitting the surf.

Land Rover 
Discovery

 If you want dependable, 
affordable and forward-looking, 
then the e-Golf is a sure fire hit. 
Effortless to drive thanks to its 
instant power and lack of gears 
to worry about, the e-Golf offers 
up to 186 miles of fossil-free 
motoring, and it’s packed with 
modern-grade infotainment and 
driver assistance features.

Volkswagen e-Golf

 The futuristic-looking C-HR 
could be on this list based on 
looks alone - it’s like a Batmobile 
for the middle-class. This radical 
newcomer joins one of the hippest 
sectors right now - the crossover 
segment – bringing not only its 
whacky looks, but a choice of 
modern 1.8-litre hybrid or frisky 
1.2-litre petrol turbo powertrains.

Toyota C-HR

 Ford’s sporty small car has 
grown up dramatically over the 
years. But despite refinement and 
lots more power, it still holds its 
small and racy core values. It goes 
like stink, but is never difficult to 
drive thanks to beautifully-
weighted steering, a torque 
vectoring system and three-stage 
traction control.

Ford Fiesta ST

 The Q2 represents a departure 
for the four rings; it’s a small SUV 
that’s aimed at a younger, but still 
affluent, audience wanting to join 
the brand. Styled to look like a 
rugby player (a good-looking one, 
we assume), it’s got attitude. 
Though small, it still gets extras 
like Audi’s virtual cockpit and 
heads-up display, plus Wi-Fi.

Audi Q2

THE CONTENDERS

CAR OF 
THE YEAR
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THE FUN AWARD

The high-octane, 

app-controlled battle 

racing game has had a 

Fast & Furious facelift 

this year. Race against 

characters from the film 

and take the wheel of 

Dom’s Ice Charger or 

Hobbs’ International 

MXT vehicles around 

Overdrive’s magnetic 

track, including a savage 

Power Zone track piece 

that enables you to hack 

other cars. Vehicles are 

controlled via the Anki 

Overdrive app, as is the 

brutal cache of weapons 

to take down your 

opponents, including 

a grappling hook and  

rocket launcher. 

AND THE WINNER IS...

ANKI 
OVERDRIVE 

FAST &
FURIOUS

THE CONTENDERS

 Getting creative with aerial 
photography has never been 
easier. The compact Mavic Pro  
is equipped with a top-notch 
stabilised 4K camera, handy 
obstacle-avoiding sensors and 
autonomous flight modes to help 
you nail your shots. You’ll get an 
impressive 27 minutes of airtime 
with each battery charge too. 

DJI Mavic Pro

 Send your HERO5 action  
camera skyward aboard GoPro’s 
adventure-seeking drone. Fly up 
to 35mph with the gaming-style 
Karma Controller, complete with  
a 5-inch 720p screen, and share 
the view via GoPro’s Passenger 
app. Back on terra firma, remove 
the Karma Grip to shoot handheld, 
gimbal-stabilised footage. 

GoPro  
Karma Drone

 68 years since its invention, 
LEGO still thrives. T3’s 2017 pick is 
this faithful 770-piece replica of 
the classic Caterham Seven 620R 
kit car; particularly the interactive 
elements, including removable 
engine and engine cover, and 
opening boot, with four axle 
stands which can be used to 
remove the wheels.

Lego Caterham

 The force is strong with this 
collection of official Star Wars 
drones. Blast into hyperspace,  
up to 35mph, at the controls of a 
74-Z Speeder Bike, a T-65 X-Wing 
Starfighter or TIE Advanced X1, 
before mastering aerial stunts and 
battling it out in laser dogfights 
with other Star Wars drones. Take 
that, Rebel scum!

Propel Star  
Wars drones

 The tiny Mambo is one capable 
drone. The app-controlled UAV 
features two attachments - a ball-
shooting cannon and a grabber 
capable of lifting items up to 4g - 
for aerial combat or precision 
transportation missions. Learning 
to fly the Mambo using your smart 
device is easy; it’s mastering 
stunts that’s the real challenge.

Parrot Mambo
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 World-beating colour fidelity  
is the name of the EZ952’s game.  
In fact, this is one of the best sets 
for reproducing lush colours and 
putting in a stellar near-black 
performance. Panasonic’s EZ952 
UHD TV has a wide-ranging smart 
TV platform, too, meaning you can 
watch anything while enjoying 
sumptuous picture quality.

Panasonic EZ952 

 A serious contender at this 
year’s T3 Awards, the 4K HDR10 LG 
W7 comes with a hefty price tag 
but puts in a hefty performance to 
compensate. LG’s ‘wallpaper’ TV 
boasts a semi-flexible 2.75mm- 
thin screen and produces 
cinema-quality surround sound 
thanks to a Dolby Atmos-capable 
external speaker system. 

LG W7

 Is QLED really a match for OLED? 
Samsung reckons so, putting its 
money on the attractive Q7, a 4K 
Ultra HDR QLED telly with big 
aspirations. Designed with a  
Q processing engine and using 
HDR 1500 tech, the Q7 delivers 
thrillingly punchy, detailed images 
that really caught our eye when 
testing TVs this year.

Samsung Q7

 When the Ambilight 901F was 
released, Philips promised that it 
would produce the most lifelike 
image yet. We agree, so we 
nominated it. The three-sided 
Ambilight 901F with built-in 
soundbar features Philips’s widest 
colour spectrum, with eight million 
pixels producing lifelike colours 
against a pure black background.

Philips 
Ambilight 901F

 It’s the designer TV with the 
designer price tag, but the Loewe 
Bild 7 HDR TV is also home to 
fancy-pants Vanta Vision, which 
utilises cutting-edge OLED tech 
and picture-processing software 
to conjure the deepest blacks, 
making contrasting colours pop 
like crazy. Props to the Bild 7’s 
immaculate wireless sound, too. 

Loewe Bild 7

BEST TV

It was the most hotly 

anticipated TV of 2017, a 

4K OLED first for Sony, and 

now a T3 Award winner. 

Everything about the A1 

screams luxury, from the 

extra-thin OLED panel to the 

One Slate ‘stand-less’ body. 

We crowned it king of the 

tellies because of its mega-

Smart features, pin-sharp 

4K UHD resolution, elevated 

by a Triluminos display, and 

Sony’s Acoustic Surface tech 

that transforms the screen 

into a giant speaker.

AND THE WINNER IS...

SONY A1

h l
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AND THE WINNER IS...

NETFLIX

No video streaming service is doing more to push TV 

forward than Netflix. It’s pumping out a staggering 

amount of original and diverse entertainment, including 

the mega-smash TV show Stranger Things. There’s a range 

of subscriptions to suit most people, from those who 

watch on their tablets to those who view the site’s Ultra 

HD content on premium tellies, making Netflix hotter and 

more accessible than any other streaming site this year.

 Highly commended at this 
year’s T3 Awards, Now TV is one  
of our long-term faves. Like Netflix 
it’s the one to get started with.  
Choose from one of four passes - 
Entertainment, Sky Cinema, Kids, 
Sky Sports - or grab all four and 
settle in for all the TV, film, sports 
and Peppa Pig mayhem you could 
want from a streaming service.

Now TV

 An improved user interface and 
a greater array of original content 
helped Amazon Instant Video find 
its feet this year. Hit shows like 
American Gods and Preacher 
attracted new customers in their 
droves. There’s also more choice 
in how you watch and pay for 
content – either subscriptions  
or on-demand viewing.

Amazon 
Instant Video

 There’s no subscription service 
at this point, but that doesn’t stop 
iTunes from being a robust film 
and TV resource for Apple device 
owners. Via iTunes you can buy  
or rent digital content, then hit  
up iTunes Extra to access any 
available extras (such as  
deleted scenes) for the movie  
or show you’re watching.

Apple iTunes 

 Cult, classic, independent, 
world cinema… Just a few of the 
words used to describe Mubi’s 
expertly curated collection of 
films. This high-brow, yet 
accessible, streaming service will 
give you plenty to talk about at 
arty dinner parties. A new film 
arrives once a day, amping the 
exclusive feel of the service.

Mubi

 Like iTunes there’s no 
subscription service, but 
generous discounts regularly 
feature. Google Play Movies also 
has an impressive search and 
recommendation function, making 
it easy to find content. Throw in 
compatibility with Chromecast and 
voice control via Google Home and 
this becomes a great package.

Google Play Movies

THE CONTENDERS

BEST VIDEO 
STREAMING SERVICE
IN ASSOCIATION WITH
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 Talk Talk’s compact box enables 
you to pause and rewind live TV, 
store up to 180 hours of content 
and record two shows at the same 
time. HD channels come as 
standard and telly addicts won’t 
miss a second of their favourite 
shows thanks to Talk Talk’s 
integrated seven-day catch-up 
system and TV Planner app.

TalkTalk 

 Store up to 1,000 hours of TV 
and record six shows at once 
while you watch another with 
Sky’s 2TB Q box. Want to watch an 
episode of The Defenders or the 
football in Ultra HD while the 
family’s glued to Strictly? A Sky  
Q Mini box means you can watch 
the match in a different room 
without disturbing the peace.

Sky Q

 Virgin TV customers can enjoy 
live TV, catch-up and on-demand 
content from big guns like Sky,  
BT and Netflix on tap. The new V6 
box can record up to six shows  
at once and store up to 500 hours  
of programming, while Virgin’s  
TV Anywhere app is perfect for 
viewing your favourite shows  
and films on the go.

Virgin TV

 Access your favourite shows 
without a subscription using 
Humax’s Wi-Fi enabled HB-1100S. 
View more than 200 TV and radio 
channels, catch up on the 
previous seven days or delve into 
on-demand services including 
iPlayer, All4 and Netflix. Want to 
record? It’s as easy as connecting 
an external hard drive.  

Humax HB-1100S 
with Freesat

 Get your mitts on a Freeview 
Play-equipped TV or recorder  
to watch the best of live and 
on-demand TV, subscription-free. 
This includes more than 70 digital 
channels, 15 HD channels and 
streaming services like Amazon 
Prime and BBC iPlayer, plus 
catch-up on the last seven days 
of TV at the touch of a button.

Freeview Play 

BEST TV 
PLATFORM

BT’s winning YouView service is driven by 

the T4000 Ultra-HD box – complete with 

1TB hard drive for recording your favourite 

shows – and a glut of premium channels 

and services. Tune into BT’s Ultra HD Sport 

channel for true 4K entertainment and 

the added bonus of epic Dolby Atmos 

sound, or binge on films and boxsets with 

the dazzling Netflix 4K app. YouView’s 

interface is intuitive and rapid too, making it 

easy to hunt down your favourite shows and 

on-demand apps. 

AND THE WINNER IS...

BT TV 
YOUVIEW 

4K
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Q ACOUSTICS 
M3

The pocket-friendly plug and play M3 outperforms 

soundbars that cost twice as much. Movie buffs will love 

the immersive 180-degree sound speaker technology 

that takes advantage of wide-dispersion BMR drivers 

and a chunky subwoofer to drench any room in warm, 

punchy audio – making everything from explosions to 

dialogue a treat for the ears. Built-in NFC and Bluetooth 

4.0 with aptX support means wirelessly streaming 

Spotify, iTunes, Deezer or Tidal from your smart  

device is an absolute breeze. 

 The petite, driver-packed 
Soundtouch 300 immerses viewers 
deep inside the world on screen 
thanks to PhaseGuide technology, 
which cleverly beams sound to 
every corner of the room. Pair your 
Soundtouch with the thunderous 
Acoustimass 300 wireless bass 
module and an array of films and 
TV shows will pop from the screen. 

Bose 
Soundtouch 300

 A wonderfully simple TV  
audio solution that pumps out 
big-screen sound with ease. Out 
of the box, ten internal drivers 
kick out clear, bass-rich audio,  
or you can fine-tune your Playbase 
to the room using Sonos’ Trueplay 
calibration system. The flat design 
means you can sit your telly 
directly on top, too. 

Sonos Playbase

 There’s a whopping 15 speakers 
built into Samsung’s Dolby-Atmos-
equipped soundbar, working in 
harmony to fill your room with 
realistic audio across a huge 
frequency spectrum. The HW-K950 
package includes a wireless 
subwoofer for ground-shaking 
lows, and a pair of rear speakers 
to truly envelop you in the action. 

Samsung HW-K950

 Size isn’t everything where 
Philips’s Nano space-saving 
soundbar is concerned. Four 
drivers, arranged in a cross-firing 
configuration, and two soft dome 
tweeters work in harmony to 
produce room-filling volume and 
clarity. The bundled slimline 
wireless subwoofer takes care  
of business at the bottom end.

Philips Fidelio
B1 Nano

 Perch your TV on top of 
Raumfeld’s stylish Sounddeck, 
connect via HDMI and you’re ready 
to go. Regardless of room layout, 
Wellenfeld Technology, six 
high-end drivers, a pair of 
downward-firing subwoofers and 
an integrated 280 watt amplifier 
ensure you’re always in the  
audio sweet spot.

Raumfeld 
Sounddeck

THE CONTENDERS

BEST TV AUDIO PRODUCT
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 Highly commended at this 
year’s T3 Awards, the shapely  
P7 Wireless are steeped in classic 
British styling. Connectivity is  
an issue with some wireless 
headphones, but not with the  
aptX Bluetooth P7 Wireless. 
Charge ’em up to enjoy B&W’s 
advanced acoustic tech and 
tailored sound for up to 17 hours.

Bowers & Wilkins 
P7 Wireless

 The legendary guitar amp 
company knows how to create 
quality sound, and that heritage 
shows in the Monitor Bluetooth 
on-ears. Marshall took the 
high-octane audio attitude of its 
Mid headphones and amped it, 
making the Monitor a no-brainer 
for hard rock and metal fans 
craving stadium-standard sound.

Marshall Monitor

 Audio alchemy at its best.  
We love everything about the 
Audio Technica ATH-SR5BT, 
especially the sub-£150 price tag 
and 38-hour battery life – that 
should last you at least one prog 
rock opus, right? NFC pairing is 
easy and the accurate sound 
production will satisfy any 
pernickety purists out there. 

Audio Technica 
ATH-SR5BT

 Available in more colours than 
seen on Joseph’s Amazing 
Technicolour Dreamcoat, the H4  
is undoubtedly the primo choice 
for fashion-savvy techies who 
love to get down to some seriously 
bassy sound. We love blasting 
dance and hip-hop on our 
Bluetooth H4s and rarely 
experience any signal drop-out.

BeoPlay H4

 While Bose didn’t win this year, 
we’re still mega fans of these 
outstanding luxury headphones. 
Via the Bose app and some 
next-gen noise-cancelling tech 
you can decide how much you 
want to phase out the clatter of 
those around you. The built-in mic 
is also crystal-clear for voice 
calls, so you can talk too.

Bose QC 35

BEST BLUETOOTH 
HEADPHONES (ON-EAR)

The land of noise-cancelling 

headphones has long been 

dominated by Bose, but all 

that changes this year as 

Sony storms into the T3  

top spot with its MDR-1000X 

High-Res Audio belters. 

These noise-cancelling 

on-ear headphones deliver 

exceptional audio and can 

drown out any commuter 

buzz. They boast plenty of 

nifty features to make them 

an award winner, including 

Quick Attention Mode, 

extended battery life and the 

comfiest earpads your ears 

have ever snuggled against.

AND THE WINNER IS...

SONY 
MDR-1000X
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 Fight for your right to (house) 
party with the Wonderboom, 
Ultimate Ears’ one-stop sound 
machine and runner up at this 
year’s T3 Awards. This ten-hour 
playback portable Bluetooth 
speaker might be small enough  
to sit in your hand, but it will  
melt your face off with its 360°   
fat bass sound.

Ultimate Ears 
Wonderboom

 We heart all things B&O, and the 
pocket-sized, splash-resistant  
P2 is no exception. We’ve been 
rocking this Bluetooth beauty for 
months now, enjoying its rich  
B&O Signature Sound, supported 
by an improved mid-woofer driver 
and 2 x 50-watts of power, and 
digging into the B&O app for 
customised controls.

Bang & Olufsen P2

 Wake up the neighbourhood 
with the beefy Superstar Blaster, 
Monster’s take on the old-school 
boombox. We nominated this 
NFC-enabled audio beast because 
of its custom Indoor and EQ modes 
and how effortlessly it blankets 
large spaces (thanks to full-range 
drivers in a 360° orientation) with 
epic, full coverage sound.

Monster Superstar 
Blaster

 When one of the hottest audio 
companies in sound-town 
dropped the SoundLink Revolve, 
T3’s jaw hit the floor, such was the 
glory of its True 360 sound. Built 
for indoor and outdoor use, this 
Bluetooth speaker, designed with 
an omni-directional acoustic 
deflector, will shower you in 
consistent sound.

Bose SoundLink 
Revolve

 There’s nothing wrong with a 
touch of retro, as Geneva’s quaint 
Touring S Bluetooth hi-fi speaker 
system shows. Looks aren’t the 
only retro thing about it, either: 
there’s DAB/FM radio up for grabs, 
too. While its aluminium-bolstered 
face looks vintage, there’s ample 
tech inside, including next-gen 
broadband neodymium drivers.

Geneva Touring S

BEST 
BLUETOOTH 
SPEAKER 

British sound specialists 

Cambridge Audio has had 

a barn-stormer of a year, 

culminating here with its 

splendid YoYo M crowned 

Best Bluetooth Speaker 

2017. This minimalist looking, 

worsted wool-covered 

portable stereo Bluetooth 

speaker duo, crammed with 

two full-range drivers and 

two subwoofers, will kick 

out jams for up to 24 

hours. There’s a USB-

charging port for 

keeping it boosted, 

and slick Jedi-

esque gesture 

controls for 

music playback 

and volume 

control. 

AND THE WINNER IS...

CAMBRIDGE 
AUDIO 
YOYO

M
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AND THE WINNER IS...

OPTOMA 
NUFORCE BE 

SPORT3

Simply put, these are the best wireless 

earphones you can buy right now, and 

for silly money too. Around £80 will 

net you an extremely capable pair of 

buds with a ten-hour battery life, well- 

balanced sound and impressive noise 

isolation for all types of music, plus 

quick and easy Bluetooth connectivity. 

Fitness freaks will love the bombproof 

build, secure wrap-around neckband and 

rain, dust and sweat resistance, but the 

understated design means you can wear 

them away from the gym too. 

 The amazing battery life, 
seamless connectivity and 
fantastic audio of the AirPods 
more than make up for Apple’s 
controversial ditching of the 
iPhone 7’s headphone jack.  
Touch controls on the earbuds 
themselves are smooth and 
intuitive and Siri is always on hand 
to line up your favourite tunes.

Apple AirPods

 Jabra’s wireless Elite Sports are 
secure, comfortable and 
waterproof for long sweaty gym 
sessions, while integrated heart 
rate monitoring analyses fitness 
to help you hit your goals. Audio 
clarity is impeccable too, whether 
you’re grinding out reps or taking 
advantage of the four-microphone 
technology on a phone call. 

Jabra Elite Sport

 Simple one-touch pairing and 
ten-hour battery life make the 
Momentums a great choice to fit 
and forget. Soft sheepskin nappa 
leather on the neckband keeps 
things comfortable, while 
precision-milled sound  
tunnels and impact-resistant 
polycarbonate components pair 
durability with precision audio.

Sennheiser 
Momentum

 Rugged construction, 
sweat-proofing and unshakable fit 
are order of the day for Monster’s 
sport-friendly buds. Audio is tuned 
to suit energetic, bass-heavy 
music for hardcore workouts and 
Sport mode gives your tunes an 
extra bump when it’s time for that 
last rep. Speedy pairing means the 
‘phones are always ready to rock.

Monster iSport 
Victory

 Best-in-class noise-cancelling 
technology is a standout feature 
of the QC 30s. Combined with ten 
hours of wireless connectivity per 
charge, comfortable buds and 
ergonomic neckband, and these 
‘phones are ideal for travel. Rapid 
Bluetooth or NFC pairing and the 
inline remote puts convenience 
and control at your fingertips. 

Bose QC 30

THE CONTENDERS

BEST BLUETOOTH 
HEADPHONES (IN-EAR)
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 While the Baggen’s minimalist 
design and muted colour options 
might scream ‘retro’, there’s 
actually lots of cool tech inside. 
Use it as a standalone Bluetooth 
speaker, hardwire it to your 
turntable, or connect multiple 
speakers and access internet 
radio or streaming services, 
via AirPlay or Google Cast.

Urbanears Baggen

 It didn’t win, but it came close. 
Although its primary function is to 
produce epic home cinema sound, 
the Playbase integrates with other 
Sonos multi-room speakers so 
you’ll never be far from your 
favourite jams. Load up the Sonos 
app to access streaming services, 
plus internet radio stations, 
podcasts and audiobooks. 

Sonos Playbase

 Linking multiple speakers is no 
problem with the M5’s built-in 
Google Chromecast and B&O 
Beolink tech. Three tweeters, a 
front facing mid-range driver and 
a powerful woofer guarantee 
optimised, room-filling audio, 
while each speaker can be 
fine-tuned based on its position in 
the room through the Beoplay app. 

B&O Play M5

 Dual woven kevlar woofers,  
a titanium tweeter and solid 
concrete casing are just some of 
the hardcore components that 
make up each MA770, producing  
a warm, muscular sound. Playlists 
can also be streamed from your 
device to multiple speakers 
around the house using the 
built-in Chromecast connection.

Master & 
Dynamic MA770

 The best option for multi-room 
audio on a budget, the Arena 
produces genuine stereo sound 
thanks to fancy Trillium tech.  
Play DJ from a range of sources 
thanks to boundless connection 
options, including Wi-Fi, 
Bluetooth, AirPlay and DLNA. An 
optional battery pack means you 
can take it out of the house, too.

Riva Arena

BEST WI-FI/MULTIROOM 
SPEAKER

Don’t act surprised – of 

course the mighty Denon 

won! This beast pumps out a 

wall of sound thanks to some 

heavy audio artillery: two 

custom tweeters, two mid-

woofers, a large subwoofer, 

two passive radiators and 

five Class D amplifiers. A 

bevvy of wireless streaming 

options, plus integrated 

Bluetooth and USB 

connectivity, make light work 

of everything from MP3s to 

high-res WAVs. The Heos 

app only adds to the multi-

room fun. Award-winning. 

AND THE WINNER IS...

DENON HEOS 
7 HS 2
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YAMAHA 
WXAD-10

The competition in our ‘Best 

hi-fi’ category was fierce this 

year, but Yamaha came out 

on top with its highly revered 

WXAD-10 wireless streaming 

adapter. You’re probably 

wondering why an adapter 

is in this category, right? It’s 

because the WXAD-10 can 

turn any audio system into 

a smart system – connect 

the WXAD-10 to your 

audio setup to enjoy 

Wireless music playback 

with Bluetooth and 

Airplay, plus streaming 

services. The WXAD-10 

also works with Yamaha’s 

MusicCast, opening up 

your world of listening.

 The rPlay Hi-Fi Network Music 
Streamer has brought Arcam 
enviable success this year,  
and we’re not surprised as this 
understated device houses many 
epic audio smarts. Want to add 
network streaming services and 
internet radio stations? The rPlay 
can do it, using DTS PlayFi, Apple 
AirPlay or UPnP-enabled sources. 

Arcam rPlay

 In the 1970s, the Technics 
SL-1200 ruled the dancefloor, 
becoming a true icon of the 
industry. Technics rebooted the 
turntable in 2016, following it up 
this year with the release of a 
standard version, the SL-1200GR. 
This is half the price and has spec 
and style in spades. We’re not 
giving ours back!

Technics SL-
1200GR

 Drawing upon 50 years of audio 
excellence, the ultra-luxe P9 
stereo headphones are for true 
audio fanatics. The P9 drip with 
signature details and boundary-
pushing tech, including earcups 
fitted with acoustic cabinets and 
B&W’s Finite Element Analysis. 
Trust us, with the P9 you’ll hear 
music in a whole new dimension.

Bowers & 
Wilkins P9

 We’ve had hours of fun ripping 
vinyl to high-res (DSD 5.6) digital 
with the PS-HX500 turntable, so 
we simply had to nominate it. As 
it’s fitted with an internal 
analogue to digital converter, 
simply connect the turntable to 
your computer’s USB input and, via 
Sony’s HRA Recorder software, 
record vinyl as WAV or DSD files.

Sony PS-HX500

 A previous T3 Award winner, 
Naim has struck gold again  
with the Uniti Atom, a compact 
all-in-one music system that’s 
ready to fill your home with 
high-fidelity sound. The Uniti Atom 
streams high-res music and works 
with the Naim app (iOS, Android)  
to pool your music sources in  
one place. Just add speakers.

Naim Uniti Atom

THE CONTENDERS

BEST HI-FI PRODUCT
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Gary Numan brought 

synths and dark lyrics 

about tech to the late ’70s charts, to a 

mixture of wild excitement and, it must 

be said, a fair bit of hostility. He’s since 

sold millions of records, and influenced 

everything from the hip-hop scene to 

Nine Inch Nails to, erm, the Sugababes. 

T3: How did people react to you using 

synths and singing about technology, 

back in the late ’70s?

GN: Very different to now. I remember 

when the stuff first came out the 

resistance to it was… striking. People 

were really hostile, y’know? I think people 

actually saw it as a dangerous thing… 

That it was gonna change the world order 

of music – that guitars were gonna be 

thrown out the window, almost. I’ve got 

friends now who are in big, chart bands 

who openly admit they hated me back 

then. I had the Musicians’ Union trying 

to bloody ban me because it ‘wasn’t real 

music’! It was, erm… interesting. 

T3: Now, ‘electronic music’ is normal… 

and guitars haven’t ceased to exist.

GN: Well it was coming from somewhere 

really ignorant because all my first singles 

had guitars all over them anyway. Now, 

synths are in every studio, they’re on 

peoples’ iPads, everywhere.   

T3: What were the first synths you used?

GN: The MiniMoog. It is pronounced 

‘Mogue’ – it should have an umlaut over 

one of the ‘o’s really. Then there was 

the ARP Odyssey and PolyMoog. The 

Odyssey you could play two notes at once 

and the Poly you could play multiple notes. 

Now for me, I couldn’t play for shit anyway 

so it didn’t make much difference, but 

for people who could use more than one 

finger at once, that was a leap forward.

T3: Do you still use those old synths? 

GN: To be honest, no. Every time I start a 

new album there’s a whole world of new 

equipment and that’s really exciting to me.  

I feel slightly guilty saying it but I got the 

Moog Innovation Award a few years back 

and the prize they give you is the new 

D-Series MiniMoog they’ve done. Well, 

it’s a lovely thing to have and I was really 

grateful but I haven’t used it at all. The 

whole analogue/digital thing, I don’t really 

give a shit. Analogue isn’t ‘better’, nor is 

digital; it’s just different. All that matters is 

the sound that you make.

T3: A lot of your early lyrics deal with 

technology as an alienating force. Do you 

look at parts of the web today and see 

that as a vindication of what you wrote?

GN: Sort of, but I never in a million years 

could have foreseen the internet. I did 

write about the idea of robots alienating 

us from our humanity. Like [early hit, later 

sampled by the Sugababes] Are ‘Friends’ 

Electric? was about a man who lives in his 

bedroom and has sex delivered to him by 

robot prostitutes. So there was the idea 

that tech could make us more insular. 

T3: Are you into tech and gadgets?

GN: Obviously, I like smartphones and 

tablets, because you can do things 

wherever you are. Which, of course, is a 

double-edged sword. This morning I woke 

up to about 40 emails wanting instant 

decisions on a dozen things. But on the 

other hand, they’re amazing. Phenomenal. 

I think of new cars being able to steer 

themselves and brake automatically. 

Incredible. My brother’s a pilot and I flew 

with him on a new Airbus he was flying 

and I could not believe the amount of 

automation. It’s staggering. So much so, 

my brother was saying as a pilot you’re 

almost disconnected from it, like you’re a 

disinterested supervisor.

T3: It’s like the pilot is only there because 

it would freak people out if they weren’t.

GN: I think so. I think when driverless cars 

happen and become a normal part of life. 

I think in some respects the danger is in 

keeping humans involved when really we 

should just leave it to the machines. I’d be 

alright with it, I think. It’d be… interesting.

“The whole analogue/digital 

thing… I don’t really give a 

shit. Analogue isn’t ‘better’, 

nor is digital; it’s just different. 

All that matters is the sound 

that you make”

TECH LEGEND

GARY NUMAN
He pioneered the use of synths in rock, had number one hits and 

may have invented the concept of the sex robot. With new 

album Savage out this month, he’s also officially a T3 Legend
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 There’s no easier way to jump 
into the connected home way of 
life than with a starter kit, which 
is exactly what Hive Home offers. 
Highly Commended at the T3 

Awards 2017, this starter pack  
is compatible with Alexa and 
includes a window/door sensor,  
a motion sensor, smart plug  
and a smart bulb.

Hive Home 
(Starter Pack)

 One of the home security tech 
highlights of the year, revamped 
with a rechargeable battery, 
two-way audio comms and a 
100-decibel siren. So of course it 
was nominated for a T3 Award.  
You can position the wireless, 
waterproof cameras anywhere, 
and keep tabs on your home via 
night vision and motion detection.

Netgear Arlo Pro

 IKEA came out swinging with its 
TRÅDFRI wireless remote control 
lighting range, starting at £9 for 
an LED bulb and £15 for a bulb and 
wireless dimmer. The TRÅDFRI 
range encompasses energy-
efficient LED bulbs, dimmer kits 
and lighting panels. There’s even 
an app for personalising your 
home lighting scene.

IKEA TRÅDFRI

 The Amazon Echo won, but that 
doesn’t stop Google Home from 
being a seriously saucy smart 
speaker. Backed by Google Search 
it’ll answer most questions you 
ask it, and will play music and 
boss your smart home around. 
Crucially, it differentiates between 
your voice and your partner’s, 
replying with user-specific info.

Google Home

 When compiling this year’s 
smart living tech nominees we 
simply had to tip our hat to the 
impressive Bosch Smart Home 
Controller and Home Connect 
app. Together they’ll monitor 
your home, alerting you to any 
disturbances and enabling you to 
remotely trigger Bosch’s smoke 
detector and alarm as needed.

Bosch Smart Home 
and Home Connect

SMART HOME 
PRODUCT OF 
THE YEAR

It’s been a great year for 

smart living products, 

largely due to the UK arrival 

of one tech juggernaut in 

particular: the Amazon Echo. 

This feature-stacked smart 

speaker has brought the 

connected home squarely 

into the mainstream. The 

magic behind it is Amazon’s 

Alexa Voice Service, a virtual 

assistant that answers your 

questions, organises your 

diary, orders take-out, plays 

music, controls your smart 

home devices and more, 

when commanded by you. 

“Alexa, take a bow.”

AND THE WINNER IS...

AMAZON 
ECHO

HIGHLY
COMMENDED

Get 3 issues of T3 for just £6! See p4472  T3 AWARDS 2017



AND THE WINNER IS...

PHILIPS 
HUE

A monster smart lighting range for the modern home, the Philips 

Hue collection wowed our judges with its ease of use. This range 

of app-connected lighting treats begins with comprehensive 

starter kits, and blossoms out to add-on bulbs, like the Hue White 

and Color Ambiance. Use Hue to ‘wash’ your living spaces with a 

kaleidoscope of colours, creating the ideal lighting environment to 

suit your mood or time of day.

 A close runner-up, the LIFX 
Wi-Fi-enabled LED smart bulbs are 
an enjoyable way to add swathes 
of colour to your home! Each is 
Wi-Fi-connected, with no hub 
required, so you can just pick up 
one to start with. The LIFX app 
enables you to tweak the colours 
in your chosen room to enhance 
the living vibe you’re creating.

LIFX

 Hats off to IKEA for developing 
one of the most affordable 
connected lighting ranges we’ve 
seen this year. Smart lighting at 
any budget is now a reality with 
the TRÅDFRI wireless remote 
control lighting range, comprising 
dimmer kits (a bulb and remote 
dimmer switch), motion sensor 
kits and individual LED bulbs.

IKEA TRÅDFRI

 At the heart of Osram’s 
promising connected lighting 
system sits the Home Gateway. 
This Alexa-enabled device 
connects to your Wi-Fi router and 
acts as a ‘smart bridge’ between 
the Lightify app and Osram’s range 
of Smart Lights, enabling you to 
control up to 30 lamps via voice 
command or app.

Osram Lightify

 We nominated Elgato’s Avea 
range, comprising an Avea Bulb, 
Avea Flare (outdoor-friendly lamp), 
Avea Sphere lamp and app, 
because of its ability to easily 
create dynamic mood lighting.  
In fact, we’d find it difficult to go 
to sleep now without the Avea 
Bulb bathing our bedroom in 
subtle red, or waking with.

Elgato Avea

 Ideal for connected lighting 
beginners, or those who have 
already bought into Hive’s 
ecosystem of connected 
products, the Active Light range is 
a doddle to use. We rate Hive’s 
Active Light Colour Changing bulb 
(also available in a three- or 
five-pack) and Dimmable smart 
bulb – just tap the app to dim.

Hive Active Light

THE CONTENDERS

BEST CONNECTED 
LIGHTING
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 Enhanced facial recognition, 
speakers that are “seven times 
more powerful than the original 
Nest Cam” and a new camera that 
comes equipped with three 
microphones… No wonder the  
Nest Cam IQ was nominated for  
a T3 Award. We just love its 
Supersight dual display live feed 
and detailed, Full HD images. 

Nest Cam IQ

 Lost your door keys? That’s a 
big problem… unless you have  
a Yale Conexis L1 smart lock 
installed! Pair it with the Yale app 
on your smartphone, and your 
handset becomes both your key 
and your mobile command centre, 
from which you can monitor lock 
activity and share mobile keys 
with your friends and family. 

Yale Conexis L1

 Enjoy pro-security protection 
without the expense with the Y 
Cam Protect, a comprehensive 
security system created to keep 
your home and family safe. Via the 
Y-cam app you can check on your 
home when you’re away and 
manage sensors and alarms 
remotely, making it ideal for 
people who travel frequently.

Y-Cam Protect

 We’re sure your neighbours are 
trustworthy folk, but the only real 
way to protect your property when 
you’re away is with a security 
camera system. Blink’s wireless 
HD camera pings your phone with 
video and audio whenever motion 
is detected. You can also connect 
up to 10 cameras around the 
house for MI5-level surveillance.

Blink Home 
Security Camera

 When somebody rings the bell 
or triggers its built-in motion 
sensors, the Ring Video Doorbell 
Pro sends an instant alert to your 
smart device. Load the Ring app 
for a Full HD live view of your 
doorstep, then grill visitors via the 
two-way intercom system before 
deciding whether to send them 
packing or not.

Ring Video  
Doorbell Pro

BEST 
CONNECTED 
SECURITY

The impressive Netgear Arlo 

Pro wins this gong for being 

the the most comprehensive, 

smart security system 

around. This weatherproof, 

wireless HD security set 

comes with four cameras 

connected to a base station, 

all of which include night 

vision. It’s designed with a 

powerful PIR motion sensor 

to pick up on the slightest 

movement, giving you peace 

of mind that your home is 

covered 24/7. It also has a 

100+ decibel siren, which 

can be triggered remotely, a 

built-in mic and speaker for 

two-way communication. 

AND THE WINNER IS...

NETGEAR 
ARLO PRO

SPONSORED BY
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AND THE WINNER IS...

HIVE ACTIVE 
HEATING

Fighting off some fierce 

competition to come out 

on top this year is Hive 

Active Heating, a learning 

heating system that’s sure to 

warm your home and your 

bank balance. Boot up the 

Hive app to set your home 

temperature remotely, or dial 

in a custom heating schedule 

to ensure you and your 

family never return to a cold 

house again. Active Heating 

can be used to control your 

hot water tank, too.

 Winter is coming and so your 
energy bills are likely to rise faster 
than you can say ‘Daenerys 
Targaryen’. The T3 Award 
nominated TP-Link app-controlled 
Smart Plug will help you keep 
real-time tabs on energy 
consumption in your home, 
producing weekly and monthly 
logs to help you slash those bills.

TP-Link Wi-Fi 
Smart Plug

 Never come home to a chilly 
house again – Tado’s location-
based, energy-saving Smart 
Thermostat knocks the heating off 
when you leave the house, and 
kicks back in when it detects 
you’re home. Fire up the Tado  
iOS/Android app to set heating 
schedules, manually control your 
boiler and to view usage stats.

Tado Smart 
Thermostat

 Trust us when we say, smart 
heating really is stress-free with 
Nest’s learning Thermostat. 
Whenever you adjust your  
heating – manually with the dial  
or remotely via the app – Nest 
takes note and tailors your 
schedule. It also knows when your 
house is empty, dropping the 
temperature accordingly. 

Nest Thermostat 
3rd-generation

 Take control of individual room 
temperatures without lifting a 
finger. How? By installing Eve 
radiator valves around your house 
and programming automatic 
heating schedules for each one 
within the Elgato Eve app. Don’t 
fancy using your hands? Tell Siri 
what temperature you require and 
the valves will take care of it.

Eve By Elgato 
Thermo

 These app- and Alexa-
controlled devices are designed  
to remotely manage whatever’s 
plugged into them, and to monitor 
power usage to help you save 
cash. It’s also possible to create 
safety notifications for each 
switch, too. For example, to alert 
you when you’ve left the iron on 
after leaving for work.

Belkin WeMo 
Insight Switch

THE CONTENDERS

BEST CONNECTED 
ECO/ENERGY PRODUCT
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 Children and tech don’t mix 
well. Happily, the Amazon Fire 7 
Kids Edition comes in a case 
designed to withstand bumps and 
drops. It’s also integrated with 
Fire For Kids Unlimited – all the 
shows, apps, books, videos and 
games your child loves – and  
has a kid-safe browser and 
parental controls. 

Amazon Fire 
7 Kids Edition

 When you’re commuting with  
a pushchair, a fast, one-handed 
folding mechanism is a priority 
feature, which is what the 
customisable Bugaboo Bee5 
delivers. That, plus a padded seat, 
with various recline positions,  
for bambino to chill out in, and  
a smooth suspension to avoid 
waking baby during nap time.

Bugaboo Bee5

 Of course we were going to 
nominate the world’s first 
wearable baby monitor! The 
Babble Band comprises a standing 
unit that stays in the nursery, and 
the band itself that sits on mum  
or dad’s wrist. Baby’s sounds  
are monitored via three modes, 
including a visual mode – great  
if a parent has hearing difficulties.

Summer Infant 
Wearable Monitor

 What we love most about this 
wipe-clean Baby Jogger stroller  
is its patented Quick-Fold tech, 
enabling you to whip it down 
instantly. We have high praise  
for its back seat storage and 
multi-functional design, too,  
and how it can even be converted 
into a double pushchair if your 
family grows in the future.

Baby Jogger City 
Select Stroller

 On behalf of parents of fussy 
babes the land over, we simply 
had to nominate this BT baby 
monitor for a T3 Award. The Baby 
Monitor 450 Lightshow projects a 
stars and moon lightshow onto 
the ceiling of your baby’s room, 
accompanied by one of 18 
lullabies and a nightlight to 
soothe baby ready for sleep.

BT Baby Monitor 
450 Lightshow

BEST BABY AND 
TODDLER TECH

Leading baby product 

manufacturer Philips has 

come up trumps with its 

Avent uGrow Smart Baby 

Monitor and medical-grade 

uGrow baby tracking app 

(Android, iOS). Hackers and 

general online privacy are 

a growing concern among 

tech-savvy parents, but the 

Smart Baby Monitor provides 

peace of mind by employing 

SafeConnect Tech to ensure 

only you can view the feed of 

your baby. It’ll automatically 

switch between different 

networks to optimise audio 

and video quality, too. 

AND THE WINNER IS...

PHILIPS 
AVENT 

UGROW
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 If, like us, you struggle to make 
it through the day without coffee, 
you’d better make your first shot 
of the day count. The Dedica is 
ready to brew your favourite fuel 
in just 35 seconds, using either 
ground coffee or handy espresso 
pods. At just 15cm wide, the 
compact machine is perfect  
for compact kitchens.

De’Longhi Dedica 
espresso maker

 Philips’ Platinum Connected 
brush is your very own oral 
hygiene personal trainer. Each 
time you polish your pegs, the 
Sonicare app gives you feedback 
and coaching tips to optimise 
your brushing technique. Three 
cleaning modes and 31,000 brush 
strokes per minute guarantee a 
dazzling Hollywood smile.

Philips Platinum 
Connected

 A close, irritation-free shave is 
the holy grail for most men, but 
the majority of razors don’t cut it. 
Braun’s Series 9 Titanium features 
a titanium-coated trimmer that 
attacks your stubble with 40,000 
cross-cutting motions per minute, 
and a pivoting head that tracks 
the contours of your face, leaving 
you fresh-faced and rash-free. 

Braun Series  
9 Titanium

 Before your next baking 
session, use your loaf and drop 
some dough on the Bakery Boss.  
A Planetary Mixing Action, as used 
by professional bakeries, ensures 
a thorough mix, while load-sensing 
tech adjusts the 1200-watt 
motor’s speed to tackle heavier 
doughs, ready for baking.  
Move over, Paul Hollywood! 

Sage The Bakery 
Boss mixer

 One of the best ways to boss 
your diet is to glug down soups, 
smoothies and juices packed with 
fresh ingredients. For this, the 
Blender Plus is your dietary 
wingman. Load up the heatproof 
Thermal Control Jar with healthy 
produce and select one of three 
blend programmes to produce up 
to 2.6 litres of silky goodness. 

KitchenAid Artisan 
Power Blender Plus

BEST KITCHEN 
AND HOME TECH

A dishwasher? We’re  

kidding, right? Actually, 

no. The ComfortLift is the  

pinnacle of dishwashing 

technology – five spray 

levels, a handy TimeSaver 

function and energy-saving 

AirDry technology leave  

your fine china gleaming – 

but it’s the innovative lifting 

mechanism that earns AEG 

this award. Rather than 

straining to load or unload 

the bottom drawer, the  

basket slides out and lifts up 

to a manageable height with 

basically no effort required. 

And we absolutely love it.

AND THE WINNER IS...

AEG 
COMFORTLIFT 
DISHWASHER
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AND THE WINNER IS...

GOOGLE
WIFI

Leave it to Google to create 

the most manageable Wi-Fi 

system to date. The big G’s 

dual-band mesh system 

wins because of its precise  

controls and copious smarts, 

keeping your home network 

fast and smooth. It works 

for small houses and palatial 

estates alike – start with one 

Wi-Fi point for a small abode 

and two for medium to large 

size homes. Using the  

companion app, you can 

check to see what’s  

connected to your Wi-Fi, 

run a speedtest, establish a 

guest network and more.

 Blanket your entire home,  
from the uppermost room to the 
outermost corner of your garden, 
with reliable, fast and secure 
Wi-Fi. The Netgear Orbi’s tri-band 
home Wi-Fi system works to 
eliminate dead zones, covering up 
to 5,000 square feet. Need extra 
coverage? Add an Orbi Satellite  
to expand your Wi-Fi reach.

Netgear Orbi

 If getting on the Wi-Fi in your 
house results in a bigger scrum 
than a rugby league match,  
draft in an AC1900 Cable  
Modem Router from Linksys.  
This two-in-one device utilises 
two dedicated Wi-Fi bands to 
deliver combined speeds of up to 
1.9Gbps. Goodbye, bufferface,  
and hello mega streaming!

Linksys AC1900 
Modem Router

 Inject some star power into your 
home network with Devolo’s dLan 
Duo 1200+ Starter Kit. Compatible 
with common routers, the 1200+ 
powerline adapter helps you use 
your home network in any room. 
The adapter uses range+ tech to 
ensure a stable connection over a 
longer range, which is great news 
if you have trouble spots.

Devolo dLan Duo 
1200+ Starter Kit

 Feel the need for speed and 
treat your entire home to secure 
and reliable Wi-Fi with D-link’s EXO 
series router. It’s equipped with 
four wired LAN ports and offers a 
plethora of settings and 802.11ac 
Wi-Fi tech, including automatic 
band selection and beamforming 
from those four chunky antennas 
for impeccable connections.

D-Link AC1900 
EXO Router

 BT’s three-disc Whole Home 
Wifi offering brings super-fast and 
reliable Wi-Fi to every room in your 
home. We like it because it’s an 
easy-to-set-up Wi-Fi system that 
keeps our tech automatically 
connected to the fastest, 
strongest signal available, taking 
any guesswork – and faff – out  
of the equation.

BT Whole 
Home Wi-Fi

THE CONTENDERS

BEST HOME 
NETWORKING TECH
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 Classic design meets future 
smarts with Samsung’s newest, 
TizenOS-powered timepiece.  
The S3’s 1.3-inch AMOLED 
touchscreen is sharp and bright, 
while the interactive bezel makes 
light work of answering calls, 
reading messages and navigating 
apps. The battery can also deliver 
four days’ usage on one charge. 

Samsung Gear S3

 This Swiss-made smartwatch  
is customisable to your tastes, 
however outlandish they are. 
Whether you opt for diamonds, 
titanium or calfskin, each Modular 
45 is built around an Android Wear 
2.0 watch with a tasty 400x400 
pixel, 1.39-inch AMOLED display. 
Built-in GPS and Wi-Fi mean it 
works without your smartphone.

TAG Heuer 
Modular 45

 You don’t need to carry a 
smartphone with the 4G, GPS, 
Wi-Fi and Bluetooth-toting Watch 
2 strapped to your wrist – just pop 
in a micro-SIM and you’re ready  
to rock. Heart rate and motion 
sensors are aimed squarely at 
fitness fans, making the Watch 2 
perfect for monitoring running, 
cycling, swimming and more. 

Huawei Watch 2

 The Marshall’s classic design 
hides a bevvy of modern tech 
under its shiny, water-resistant 
bezel. Android Wear 2.0 and a 
high-performance Snapdragon 
2100 processor take care of 
notifications, activity tracking  
and music, and customisable 
straps, and watch faces make 
the Marshall your own. 

Fossil Q Marshall 

 If you live life to the extreme 
you need a smartwatch to match. 
The double-hard Android Wear 
Mission features a custom-
moulded polycarbonate case,  
with 316L surgical-grade stainless 
steel bezel and tough Corning 
Gorilla Glass. Plus it will survive  
up to 100 metres underwater.  
The question is, will you?

Nixon Mission

BEST 
SMARTWATCH

Apple’s original Watch was 

beaten to the title a year 

ago by Samsung, but radical 

updates to the second 

generation have clinched 

the top spot for 2017: 

50-metre water resistance 

means swimmers can leave 

the watch on during a dip. 

Onboard GPS is also ideal 

for phone-free running or 

cycling, and a 2x brighter 

OLED Retina screen makes 

apps and notifications pop. 

Throw in the watchOS 3’s 

smarts and the Apple Watch 

is definitely the one to beat.

AND THE WINNER IS...

APPLE 
WATCH 

SERIES 2

AG Heuer
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AND THE WINNER IS...

GARMIN 
FORERUNNER 

935T
If you’re more partial to a 

pub crawl than a triathlon, 

look away now, because 

the Forerunner 935 nails its 

aim of satisfying hardcore 

athletes. Built-in activity 

profiles track triathlon 

disciplines, plus cross-

country skiing, paddle 

sports, trail running, hiking 

and strength training. Built-in 

GPS, GLONASS, barometer, 

altimeter, electronic 

compass and a heart-rate 

monitor ensure performance  

is recorded accurately.  

The 935 also analyses 

activity and recovery 

performance – it’s the 

winning formula.

HIGHLY
COMMENDED

 You don’t need a degree in 
biometrics to understand the 
awesome data captured by Fitbit’s 
Highly Commended do-it-all 
tracker with automatic activity 
tracking. You can use it to easily 
keep tabs on sleep patterns, 
steps taken and calories burned, 
and to measure your heart rate 
or set health targets.

Fitbit Charge 2 

 The water-resistant A370 is 
your ticket to a healthier lifestyle. 
Accurate wrist-based heart rate 
monitoring keeps an eye on heart 
health, while Smart Coaching 
guides you through workouts and 
sets goals to help you reach peak 
fitness. At night, Sleep Plus tracks 
shuteye, providing feedback on 
how to optimise your time in bed. 

Polar A370

 The waterproof Spark 3 Cardio, 
complete with built-in heart rate 
monitoring, is the ideal tracker for 
runners. Integrated GPS keeps you 
updated with distance, speed, 
pace and route stats in real-time, 
while Race Mode pits you against 
yourself – select a past workout 
and see if you can smash your  
last performance! 

TomTom Spark 
3 Cardio

 It may look more like your 
average analogue timepiece than 
a techy wearable, but Nokia’s 
understated activity tracker has 
bags of smarts. The Steel HR 
automatically knows when you 
start a run, bike ride or swim, and 
tracks everything from steps to 
heart rate – all while looking like 
a fine fashion piece.

Nokia Steel HR

 The next logical step for Moov 
was to add heart-rate monitoring 
to its minimalist fitness tracker 
system. As before, the Moov app’s 
voice coach guides you through 
workouts, but this time it uses 
your heart rate data to optimise 
each session, maximise results 
and help you turn annoying, 
unwanted flab into muscle.

Moov HR

THE CONTENDERS

BEST FITNESS 
WEARABLE
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 With such a drool-worthy 
spec, it’s difficult to fathom how 
OnePlus was able to get away  
with the 5’s sub-£500 price tag.  
A Snapdragon 835 processor 
processor and 8GB of RAM make  
it one nippy multi-tasker, and  
dual cameras, a Full HD 5.5-inch 
display and all-aluminium chassis 
are the icing on the cake.

OnePlus 5

 Why fork out around £700 on a 
premium handset when the Nova 
is such a compelling package  
and at less than half the price?  
The Snapdragon 625 processor,  
4K camera and 3D fingerprint 
sensor are all killer features,  
but it’s the monumental two-day 
battery life per charge that really 
seals the deal for us.

Huawei Nova 

 The smallest phone in the 
Galaxy line-up is also the best  
for affordable functionality. An 
octa-core processor and 2GB of 
RAM take care of business while 
the 2350mAh battery will drive the 
A3 for a couple of days before it 
needs charging. The 13MP rear 
camera is a bit of a beast, too, 
and takes stellar pics.

Samsung  
Galaxy A3

 WileyFox’s Swift 2 X is a 
stunning example of British 
engineering. The dazzling 5.2-inch 
Full HD display is the jewel in this 
budget blower’s crown, but you 
also can’t go too wrong with a 
16MP camera, rapid charging and 
integrated NFC and Android Pay 
either. You get all this, and for  
just £220? Go on then!

WileyFox Swift 2 X

 Only just beaten to the finish  
by the Honor 9, Motorola’s 
wallet-friendly Android handset 
certainly packs a punch for the 
dough. The sleek diamond-cut 
aluminium chassis houses a 
1.4GHz octa-core processor  
for all your viewing, gaming and 
app needs, plus a five-inch HD 
display and 13MP camera.

Moto G5

BEST MID-RANGE 
PHONE

You’d be forgiven for not 

expecting flagship specs 

from a sub-£400 phone, 

but Honor’s latest handset 

defies all instinct with a bevy 

of premium features and a 

unique 3D-curved glass body 

design to die for. The Full HD 

5.15-inch screen, Kirin 960 

octa-core processor, 4GB 

RAM and Android 7 make for 

a swift, uncompromising user 

experience while the dual-

lens camera – packed with 

pro features including  

a 20MP monochrome sensor 

for improved low-light 

performance – produces 

exceptional results.

AND THE WINNER IS...

HONOR 9

HIGHLY
COMMENDED
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AND THE WINNER IS...

GEAR4 
PICCADILLY 

Why cover a premium 

smartphone with a crappy 

case? Gear4 had the same 

thought when introducing 

the stylish (it comes in 

various colours) Piccadilly 

for the iPhone (iPhone 5 

to 7 Plus) and the Galaxy 

S8. This lightweight and 

surprisingly slim smartphone 

case delivers heavy-duty 

protection thanks to scratch-

resistant UV coating and 

lashings of D3O, a high-tech 

material that absorbs and 

disperses bursts of energy 

caused by drops and bumps.

 iPhone 7 photographers have 
been able to raise their game 
significantly since the arrival of 
the Olloclip Active Lens Set, a nifty 
duo comprising a Telephoto 2x 
lens and an Ultra-Wide lense.  
A patented attachment system 
automatically aligns each lens 
with the iPhone’s camera, making 
it ideal for fast-paced shooting. 

Olloclip Active 
Lens Set

 Here at T3 we’ve dropped a fair 
few phones between the team,  
so we know all about quality 
smartphone cases – and the  
Evo Check Case is one of our 
favourites. It offers a generous 
drop height of three metres,  
and features reinforced bumpers, 
flush cutouts for ports and 
buttons, plus an ergonomic grip.

Tech21 Evo  
Check Case

 Sick of running out of 
smartphone juice? Us too,  
which is why we nominated the 
awesome Mophie Juice Pack Air 
(for iPhone 7) for a T3 Award.  
This Qi-compatible beauty has 
saved our bacon a few times now, 
extending the battery life of our 
overworked phones by up to a  
whopping 27 hours.

Mophie Juice 
Pack Air

 Marble has been a major trend 
in home interiors this past year, so 
why not get a smartphone dock 
that’s been carved out of the stuff 
too? Native Union’s Dock+ 
Lightning Marble Edition might be 
pricey, but it’ll look damn fine 
sitting on your bedside table. It 
comes with a colour-matched, 
four-foot Lightning cable. 

Native Union Dock+ 
Marble Edition

 This is always an exciting 
category at the T3 Awards, as 
you’ll inevitably come across 
something as genuinely useful as 
the Insta360 Air – this clip-on 
gadget will transform your 
handset into a 360-degree 
camera. The Insta360 Air is small, 
lightweight (26.5g) and ready to 
elevate smartphone photography.

Insta360 Air

THE CONTENDERS

BEST MOBILE 
ACCESSORY
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Broadcasting veteran 

and author Johnny Ball’s 

frenetic, unique presentation of science 

and maths shows like Think of a Number 

and Johnny Ball Reveals All made 

him an icon to an entire generation of 

impressionable TV viewers in the ’70s and 

’80s. We catch up with our Personality of 

the Year award winner to talk safety  

(or lack of it), living with today’s 

technology, and what comes next.

T3: What are some of your fondest 

memories of creating kids’ TV?

Johnny Ball: We were not scared of doing 

anything. When we did a programme 

on jewellery, I had a quarter of a million 

pounds’ worth of jewellery just for the last 

shot. It was the greatest insurance for any 

one event that the BBC ever took out.  

We said we were doing it on a Sunday, 

and at the last minute we switched it to 

Saturday, [in case] anybody was planning 

to raid us or do a heist. So we made the 

programme, except thieves broke into the 

BBC offices and stole all the computers on 

that day, because everybody was centred 

around the studio. Oh, that was lovely.

T3: Think of a Number was adventurous 

for a pop science show for kids.

JB: We were so adventurous. When we 

did fire, we had Evo-Stik, you lace it on the 

walls, on these asbestos walls, and you 

light it, and it burns tremendously. There 

are gonna be six flames licking round me, 

with the walls on fire, and me coming out 

of this hell. So we’re all ready, and I said, 

“And 10 seconds, five,” and they lit  

everything. I said, “No, no,” but they’d lit 

it. It was the cue for the titles. We had 20 

seconds. I’m standing in an inferno for 

20 seconds, because we couldn’t mount it 

again, we couldn’t do anything. We had to 

go with it. Nearly fried me alive.

T3: Maybe you wouldn’t be able to do 

that nowadays. Something about setting 

fire to Evo-Stik in an asbestos box…

JB: Right, you definitely wouldn’t be 

able to do it now, and that’s the tragedy.  

But they said we couldn’t do it then.  

We caught the BBC studio safety officer 

in the canteen when we were doing the 

fire, and we said, “Gavin, what are you 

doing next Thursday?” He said, “Oh, yeah, 

I could come down to Bristol.” I said, “No, 

no, no, Gavin, what we’re saying is, ‘What-

ever you do next Thursday, do not come 

anywhere near the studio in Bristol!’’’

T3: Did you ever dream what technology 

might be like in 30 years’ time, the kind of  

technology we have now? 

JB: I do not accept technology until  

it’s acceptable. I don’t go, “Oh, there’s a 

wonderful new idea here.” I don’t go with 

that at all. I wait. I use smartphones and 

tablets; I use things that are expedient, 

and things that work very well. I’m a great 

advocate for technology, for choosing the 

right ideas. I want a simple life where I’m  

in control of everything I do.

T3: That particular genie is out of the  

bottle, though.

JB: It is. In the ’90s, somebody from the 

local university came onto me and said, 

“Johnny, we’re thinking of marketing 

3D printers. Would you like to come on 

board?”, and I said, “I think you’re too 

early”. There’s not that many things you 

need a 3D printer for that are essential – 

it’s easier to buy it. But then I have a model 

from BA Systems, a chess rook with a 

spiral staircase inside it, which couldn’t 

have been done any other way than  

three-dimensional forming.

T3: Essentially you’re an optimist about 

technology and its future?

JB: I am an optimist. It’s the technology 

that provides the jobs, provides the 

equipment we use, provides everything. 

The future is brighter than any of us can 

even imagine. You just cannot put into 

words what the future is going to be like. 

But it’s got to be proven down the line that 

it’s not the technologically more brilliant 

decisions, it’s the economically more 

viable and more sound decisions that  

we must follow.

“It’s technology that provides 

jobs and the equipment we 

use. The future is brighter than 

we can imagine. You can’t put 

into words what it’ll be like”

TECH PERSONALITY OF THE YEAR

JOHNNY BALL
The legendary presenter talks jewel thieves in the BBC offices, 

almost setting himself on fire on TV and how he thinks 

the technology of today will shape the future 
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LAPTOP OF THE YEAR

HP has been on a roll recently. 

Winner of two State of the Art 

roundups in T3 – a feat in itself 

– its line of premium portables 

has proven a force to be 

reckoned with. First time round 

was 2016’s thinnest laptop: the 

HP Spectre 13, which fended 

off strong competition from 

big guns MacBook and Surface 

Book. And with good reason – 

the Spectre 13 offers sublime 

looks, exemplary performance 

and a decent price tag, making 

it unbeatable in this category.

AND THE WINNER IS...

HP SPECTRE 
13

 The latest Pros bring serious 
power in a really thin and light 
case that’s perfect for travel. The 
Touch Bar adds something totally 
new – way beyond similar tech 
from other PC makers – but you 
can go for a more traditional key 
layout. Plus you get get the 
stunning Retina display, and 
battery life is most generous. 

Apple MacBook Pro

 The market for convertibles is 
thriving, and Dell’s own take is the 
XPS 13 2 in 1. What you get is the 
same, much-loved XPS with a 
bezel-free InfinityEdge 4K display, 
but with added rotating goodness, 
making this one of the lightest, 
thinnest and most attractive 
convertible laptops on the market 
at the moment.

Dell XPS 13 2 in 1

 The Zenbook UX305 is still one 
of the best 13-inch ultrabooks 
around. You get more screen real 
estate than a MacBook, and its 
full metal aluminium construction 
ensures that the UX305 manages 
an even more svelte cut. And with 
the latest Intel Core M processor 
and a nippy 128GB SSD, there’s lots 
of grunt available on the move.

Asus ZenBook 
UX305

 The Aspire S 13 proves you can 
get into the ultraportable game 
without being minted. Though not 
the most bag-friendly option 
compared to its rivals, consider 
this: inside the flagship model 
you get a Core i7, 8GB of RAM and 
512GB SSD, as well as a bunch of 
connectivity and – party-piece 
alert – a touchscreen.

Acer Aspire S 13

 The latest in Lenovo’s lineage  
of 2-in-1 laptops is the Yoga 910, 
and the most impressive of its 
ilk to date. At the heart of this 
impressively sleek all-metal 
machine is a unique watchband 
hinge offering buttery-smooth 
rotation of its stunning 14-inch 
4K touch display through 360 
degrees. Lovely stuff.

Lenovo Yoga 910

 The latest in Microsoft’s  
Surface range is the Surface 
Laptop, an ultraportable so 
good-looking that it hurts the 
eyes. No matter whether you 
opt for the entry level or eye- 
wateringly expensive top-of-the-
line model, you’ll be rewarded with 
a potent machine that’s also slim, 
lightweight and well built.

Microsoft  
Surface Laptop

 Huawei is better known for its 
flagship smartphones, but its first 
laptop to hit the market is an 
impressive effort, offering a 
genuine alternative to the usual 
suspects. Neat highlights such as 
the fingerprint sensor and Dolby 
Atmos sound system lure you in, 
but you’ll stay for the gorgeous 
2K display and sweet looks.

Huawei 
Matebook X

g g

H i
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IPVanish hits the VPN 

sweet spot by offering easy 

set-up and use, with some 

of the best performance 

in the industry. Over short 

distances, it can be five times 

faster than its rivals, and with 

over 700 servers in more 

than 60 countries, finding a 

short connection distance 

should be no problem. But 

even for longer connections, 

the speeds it offers are 

brilliant, while also offering 

all the big protections you 

want from a VPN, and it 

doesn’t log your internet 

activity, so privacy is strong. 

It’s the ideal package.

AND THE WINNER IS...

IPVANISH

 Here’s a sledgehammer of an 
option for those looking at a VPN. 
Download/upload speeds are 
exceptionally strong, there’s a 
client for virtually every kind of 
device going, you get access to 
over 1,000 servers in over 50 
countries, and a wide variety of 
payment plans means there’s 
an option for everyone.

VPN Unlimited

 Vypr VPN is located in 
Switzerland due to its favourable 
privacy laws. Specs are impressive: 
73 server locations, unlimited data 
usage, various auto-connect 
options for ease of use, apps for 
every device, and much more. 
Factor in the superb performance 
in use, and it’s easy to see how 
Vypr VPN ended up here.

Vypr VPN

 Networking noobs – fear not, 
Canadian-based Tunnel Bear is 
here to save the day and keep  
you surfing the internet in safety, 
no matter your device. Not only is 
TB exceptionally easy to use, it’s 
also free – ideal if you’re in two 
minds about using a VPN and just 
want to give its protective 
properties a whirl.

Tunnel Bear

 If you can live with the fact  
that Tiger VPN offers just two 
simultaneous VPN connections at 
one time, there’s a lot to love here. 
Tiger VPN is easy to set up and will 
automatically find the fastest 
server available, or you can 
choose yourself from 63 locations 
in 43 countries, while performance 
in use is commendable.

Tiger VPN

 Living up to its name, Express 
VPN is a blisteringly fast virtual 
private network. Its 4096-bit CA 
ensures optimal speeds no  
matter what kind of content  
you’re watching, and with 
unlimited bandwidth, it’s a sterling 
option for those on the go who 
want to stream all day long in 
glorious high definition.

Express VPN

THE CONTENDERS

BEST VPN 
SERVICE IN ASSOCIATION WITH 

TECHRADAR PRO
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When travelling abroad, you’ll often 
need to connect to public or semi-
public networks, such as free Wi-Fi  
in bars or hotels, so you’ll want to 
make sure your personal information 
is completely secure by using a VPN.

VPN stands for Virtual Private 
Network, and essentially it works by 
creating a private connection between 
your device and any websites you visit. 
Using a VPN will encrypt your data, such 
as emails, passwords and photos, which 
can prove essential if you’re connected 
to public and unfamiliar Wi-Fi networks, 
where people may otherwise be able to 
intercept your personal data. With a 
VPN, no one but you can see your info.

 VPNs also mask your location, 
which means you can access location-
restricted websites and services no 
matter where you are in the world.  
On holiday in the US but want to catch 
the latest GBBO? A VPN can help.  
Best of all, when using services such as 
encrypt.me, it’s easy to set up your own 
VPN before you go jet-setting. Here’s 
more info on the ways a VPN protects 
you when you’re away from home.

SAFE BANKING 
Internet banking is 
incredibly handy when 
you’re travelling, 
but you need to make 
sure you’re completely 
secure when logging on 
– which is where a VPN 
comes in. It creates 
a secure connection 
to your bank’s website 
from your computer. 
With a VPN, you can be 
certain that no one 
else is going to steal 
your password

KEEP YOUR WORK SECURE 
Are you travelling for business? If so, 
a VPN is essential, especially if you 
are accessing important data from your 
company’s servers. Using a public network 
for working on is a huge gamble if you’re 
unprotected. Instead, a VPN can ensure 
that your work files and confidential 
emails remain completely secure

 SPONSORED BY 
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VPN TOP TIPS

ON ALL DEVICES

How to get the most out   
of your VPN service

It’s easy to set up a VPN from 
encrypt.me on your computer, 
phone or tablet

 Speed up your VPN connection by 

choosing a location for your server 

that’s near to your real location. That 

way your data doesn’t travel as far.

 Keep an eye on what encryption 

you’re using. The more complex 

encryption, the more secure you’ll 

be… but the slower the connection.

 Before using your connection, 

make sure your VPN is on and 

working – don’t just assume it is. 

Visit xmyip.com – if it shows your 

real information, your VPN isn’t on!

 Install, set up and test your VPN 

before you leave, to avoid last-

minute troubleshooting needs.

 In fact, test your VPN before you 

leave by checking the price of your 

flights as if you were searching from 

a different country! You might find 

some big savings.

You need protection on all your 

gear, so to get started with a VPN, 

visit encrypt.me to download its 

easy-to-use apps for Android, iOS, 

macOS and Windows. 

STREAM SHOWS FROM HOME 
Services such as iPlayer are location-
based, so you can only watch from the 
UK. VPNs can come in handy here, because 
they enable you to set the virtual 
location of your network, so you can 
appear to be in the UK, even when you 
aren’t, so you still get to watch!

UNBLOCKING 
SITES 
It’s an unfortunate 
reality that some 
countries you may 
visit block access to 
certain social media 
and news websites.  
By creating a VPN with 
your home country as 
the location, you get 
around these geo-based 
restrictions, and you 
can access all your 
usual sites

SECURE  
PUBLIC WI-FI 
Using public 
wireless networks 
is often necessary, 
but anybody could 
be on the network, 
snooping at the 
transferring data. 
Using a VPN avoids 
that by encrypting 
your traffic, 
allowing you 
to browse the web 
with peace of mind

GET A FREE 
TRIAL WITH 
ENCRYPT.ME 

TODAY!

 SPONSORED BY  
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 The Asus ROG GX800VH has 
extreme power needs, which 
requires a pretty extreme airflow 
system. Dock it with its liquid- 
cooling base and you’ll unlock the 
full potential of this behemoth, 
with automatic overclocking of its 
innards. It’ll serve all your high- 
end 4K gaming needs wherever 
you go – but bring the charger.

Asus ROG 
GX800VH

 Acer’s Predator 17X gaming 
laptop might not be the easiest 
thing to throw in a bag, but this 
machine is totally decked out, 
with a quad-core i7 processor, a 
whopping GeForce GTX 1080 GPU 
and 32GB of RAM. You also get a 
luxuriously large wrist rest and a 
fully customisable keyboard, with 
multi-coloured backlighting.

Acer Predator 17X

 The HP Omen 17 may look 
unassuming, but it’s packed with 
plentiful performance. It comes 
with a dream spec list, including  
a 17-inch 4K display, super-fast  
i7 6700HQ processor, and a 
VR-ready Nvidia GeForce GTX 1070 
graphics card. It smashes through 
games at 4K resolution too. It’s a 
hell of an all-rounder.

Omen by HP  
17T Gaming

 £5,000. This is how much you’ll 
need to lay your hands on MSi’s 
18.4-inch flagship gaming laptop. 
So naturally, it’s nigh-on the most 
powerful portable machine in the 
world, thanks to twin Nvidia 1080 
cards working together in SLI, 
packing a combined 16GB of 
VRAM. It’s a ridiculous machine 
– our favourite kind.

MSi GT83VR 7RF 
TITAN SLI

 Dell’s Alienware 15 narrowly 
misses out on the top spot, but 
make no mistake – this is a 
serious PC. Aside from the LED 
lights that seem to emanate 
from every gap, there are no 
superfluous design details here; 
it’s simply been built to exacting 
standards, and with more power 
than you’ll ever need.

Alienware 15

BEST 
GAMING PC The Razer Blade Stealth lives up 

to its name, looking more like a 

premium-grade ultrabook than a 

gaming machine. Its 12.5-inch display 

is small but stunning, with a razor-

sharp 4K resolution, and a weight of 

1.3kg ensures easy carrying. Though it 

won’t rival any of the other machines 

in this category for pure gaming, the 

clever Razer Core external graphics 

card dock gives you extra GPU grunt 

to match the laptop’s potent i7 

processor and 16GB of RAM.

AND THE WINNER IS...

RAZER 
BLADE 

STEALTH 

HIGHLY
COMMENDED
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AND THE WINNER IS...

STEELSERIES 
ARCTIS 7

SteelSeries has been 

knocking it out of the park 

of late. Its flagship gaming 

headset isn’t the cheapest, 

nor the most expensive, 

but offers a package that’s 

hard to compete with, and 

that’s why the Arctis 7 has 

claimed the top spot in this 

category. With smart looks 

that defy the norm, lag-free 

wireless connectivity and 

supreme audio capabilities 

thanks to its omni-directional 

DTS Headphone:X sound 

output and ClearCast mic 

that offers proprietary 

bidirectional design and 

complete background noise 

cancellation, it’s a no-brainer 

for gaming fanatics.

 This thing isn’t cheap, but it 
is – hands down – the best PS4 
controller in the world. The 
Revolution Pro offers unparalleled 
accuracy and performance, with 
the ability to tailor its setup 
exactly to your digits’ liking, 
making it ideal for serious 
gamers wanting to take their 
finesse to the next level.

Nacon 
Revolution PAro 

 It’s easy to see why the Astro 
A50 gaming headphones made 
the grade in this year’s awards: 
they’re dripping with high-end, 
T3-worthy features. Totally 
wireless, they offer up to 15 hours 
of untethered gaming goodness. 
It’s the Dolby 7.1 surround sound 
that clinches it, though, giving 
great positional audio in any game.

Astro A50

 Any accessory that brings PC 
gaming out of the confines of the 
spare room and into the lounge is 
worth shouting about. Corsair’s 
lap-based control centre, with a 
generous mousepad built in, 
houses your keyboard and mouse, 
powering them via a single cable 
that attaches to your PC, giving 
you new TV gaming experiences.

Corsair lapdog

 An affordable premium wireless 
gaming headset, the LucidSound 
LS20 offers astonishing audio 
performance considering its 
sensible price tag. It sounds 
stunning across the board, but 
it’s the positional audio that 
really stands out, with built-in 
DTS Headphone:X delivering an 
amazing immersive experience. 

LucidSound LS20

 Glance at its lineup of gaming 
keyboards, and 2017’s runner-up 
from Logitech might seem like an 
odd choice, given the fact that 
it looks, well, ordinary. But 
performance fans will love its 
gimmick-free design featuring a 
super-thin frameless baseplate 
and Logitech’s luxurious Romer-G 
mechanical keys.

Logitech 
G413 Carbon

THE CONTENDERS

BEST GAMING 
ACCESSORY

HIGHLY
COMMENDED
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 Deservedly earning our Highly 
Commended badge, the glorious 
Fujifilm X-T2 has been reeling in 
the five-star reviews all year. Slick 
handling, gorgeous Film Simulation 
modes, an intelligent hybrid AF 
and a 24.3MP X-Trans CMOS sensor 
band together to make this 
flagship Fujifilm mirrorless camera 
a true asset to any photographer. 

Fujifilm X-T2

 At the top of Canon’s mirrorless 
camera crop sits the EOS M5, 
reasonably priced and incredibly 
portable. It’s packing a 24.2MP 
APS-C size sensor and offers a 
slew of mighty useful features 
including a Dual Pixel CMOS AF and 
Digic 7 processor, plus Full HD 
video capture and 7fps shooting. 
It’s a superb package.

Canon EOS M5

 We have a lot of love for Nikon’s 
mid-range APS-C DSLR, which 
borrows tech and features from 
the brand’s APS-C flagship D500, 
including a 20.9MP sensor, 
high-res metering sensor and 
EXPEED 5 image processing. An 
advanced AF system, 8fps burst 
shooting and high-ISO performance 
all find a home here, too.

Nikon D7500

 Of course we nominated the 
Panasonic Lumix GH5 for a T3 
Award – it’s a stellar 4K camera 
solution for the price! It’s made 
for hybrid photographers, with 
a 20.3MP sensor, contrast AF 
system, video modes including 
4K at 60fps, plus a touchscreen 
interface and large EVF for easy 
driving and viewing. 

Panasonic 
Lumix GH5

 The gorgeous PEN E-PL8, 
designed with 16.1MP Live MOS 
Four Thirds sensor and TruePic VII 
imaging engine, is aimed at 
fashion-conscious amateurs and 
bloggers looking for stunning 
snaps to share. You’ll find a range 
of digital ‘art’ filters to tinker with, 
plus Full HD recording and built-in 
Wi-Fi for sharing images.

Olympus  
PEN E-PL8

CAMERA 
OF THE 
YEAR

With excellent handling, 

intuitive controls and a 

stunning quad-VGA OLED 

electronic viewfinder, it’s 

no wonder Sony’s full-frame 

mirrorless camera takes 

the crown at this year’s T3 

Awards. Stellar autofocus 

tracking and the ability 

to shoot stunning 24MP 

images at 20fps mean the 

A9 is suited to anyone 

photographing high-speed 

sports and action. It isn’t 

cheap, but beating Nikon and 

Canon at their own game is 

one hell of a feat.

AND THE WINNER IS...

SONY A9 

HIGHLY
COMMENDED
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AND THE WINNER IS...

INSTAX 
SQUARE

SQ10

The retro SQ10 instant camera boasts some 

neat digital tricks as well as printing your shots 

immediately. Framing your images is easy on the 

LCD, and each snap is saved to internal storage, 

ready for direct camera printing or to be shared 

digitally. A full toolkit of in-camera editing 

options help you to personalise shots – select 

filters, tweak brightness and add vignettes, or 

use the digital zoom to nail that close-up. 

 If your life is one big adventure, 
you’ll want GoPro’s flagship 
camera to capture the action. 
Rugged and waterproof to 10 
metres, the HERO5 shoots clear, 
digitally stabilised 4K footage with 
stereo audio. Voice control means 
you can still shoot, even when 
your hands are clinging to 
handlebars or a cliff edge.

GoPro HERO5 Black

 The nifty Gear 360 is designed 
to capture and broadcast 
360-degree views of your most 
memorable moments. Inside are 
two 180° wide-angle lenses that 
stitch images together to create 
crisp 360° 4K video or 30MP stills, 
perfect for viewing with a VR 
headset. Use the app to switch 
lenses and edit shots.

Samsung Gear 360

 Another camera nomination for 
the adventurers! The nippy Bionz X 
processor inside Sony’s 60m 
waterproof (with housing) X3000 
records up to 4K Ultra HD at 
100Mbps, while a Balanced Optical 
SteadyShot system and premium 
ZEISS Tessar lens work in harmony 
to eliminate distortion and glare, 
no matter how gnarly the action. 

Sony FDR X3000

 Leica has brought creativity and 
spontaneity back to photography. 
That’s right, we’re talking actual 
film! Frame your shot, hit the 
shutter and wait for your 
developing print to emerge from 
the camera. The Sofort has eight 
shooting modes to play with, 
including Automatic, People & 
Party, Action & Sport and Selfie.

Leica Sofort

 Got something you’re itching to 
share with the world? Press the 
Snap Spectacles’ record button 
and shoot 10-second clips of 
whatever you’re looking at. Each 
video automatically saves to your 
Snapchat Memories. What’s more, 
Spectacles charge in their case so 
they’re always ready to rock, with 
up to 100 Snaps per charge.

Snap Spectacles

THE CONTENDERS

BEST LIFESTYLE 
CAMERA
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Samsung

Currys PC World

Huawei

eBuyerRicher SoundsJohn Lewis

LG

Maplin

Google

Carphone 
Warehouse

Apple Amazon

BRAND 
OF THE 
YEAR

RETAILER  
OF THE 
YEAR

After a rocky few years, Nintendo is back. The 

Switch stormed the console market, selling 

nearly three million in its first month. The NES 

and SNES Classic consoles are a phenomenon. 

And with Super Mario Run’s mobile success, 

and Pokémon GO still doing the business, the 

company could do no wrong this year.

Amazon is dominating the tech scene. It all 

starts with a site that makes it easy to buy stuff, 

and quick to get it too. This makes it the perfect 

platform to sell its own flotilla of gadgets, help-

ing the Echo get the lead. And with Prime – and 

the huge hit that is Prime Day – along with other 

services, nobody does it better.

AND THE WINNER IS...

NINTENDO 

AND THE WINNER IS...

AMAZON 
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 If you can’t beat them, do something… 

different, and that’s exactly what you get 

with HTC’s latest handset. Its headline 

feature is Edge Sense; squeeze the sides 

and you’ll be able to capture photos and 

much more. Its Liquid Surface design 

oozes appeal, making this one phone 

you’ll not be able to keep your hands off.

 Just when you thought phone screens 

were getting bigger all round, LG went 

and made them taller instead. The G6’s 

elongated 18:9 screen not only gives you 

a wider viewing experience, Dolby Vision 

compatibility through Netflix grants you 

even more spectacular picture quality 

than other HDR handsets.

 If you can’t stand bloat getting in the 

way of your Android handset, you’ll love 

the Pixel. Google’s own creation offers a 

pure, uncomplicated experience, which – 

as a side result – also makes it silky smooth 

in use. Unlike bigger handsets – de rigeur 

for 2017 – the five-inch Pixel is easy on the 

pocket, and it looks great too.

 Photography is a major part of our  

love affair with smartphones, so it’s only 

natural that Huawei has gone for the gusto 

with it on the P10. The dual Leica cameras 

at the back not only sound tantalising, 

they serve up breathtaking photos too, 

day or night. It’s also a slick performer,  

and has a nice metal design.

 Sony’s XZ Premium has a trick up its 

sleeve to tempt you over: a freakin’ 4K 

HDR screen. That’s a world first, and more 

pixels than any phone should rightly have. 

The 807ppi display density is frankly 

ridiculous, resulting in stunning clarity no 

matter what you’re looking at. It’s a good 

thing the camera is excellent too, then.

 With a look and feel that’s similar to 

its predecessor, Apple has played it safe 

with the iPhone 7, but it’s still a worthy 

upgrade. If you can ignore the lack of a 

headphone jack, you’ll be rewarded with 

some choice upgrades, including a much-

improved camera, water resistance and 

powerful dual speakers.

SPONSORED BY

HTC U11

LG G6

Google Pixel

Huawei P10

Sony Xperia 
XZ Premium

Apple iPhone 7

PHONE OF 
    THE YEAR

We say ‘phone’, we really mean tiny, multi-faceted, incredible computer
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Samsung has done it again. Not content 

with claiming the top dog position in 

last year’s phone of the year award with 

the Galaxy S7 Edge, it’s only gone and 

won 2017’s phone of the year award 

too, proving that there’s something 

undeniably special about the super-

premium Galaxy brand.

We thought things couldn’t get 

any better than the S7 Edge’s curved 

screen, but we were wrong – the S8’s 

Infinity Edge display takes things to 

the next level. With a virtually bezel-

less design, it’s as if there’s no actual 

phone lurking behind that gloriously 

large display. But there is, and it’s some 

phone. There’s even more power than 

ever, a new iris scanner on board for fast 

and secure screen unlocking, and with 

enhancements to the already class-

winning camera and IP68 waterproof 

rating, there’s simply nothing else like it.

AND THE WINNER IS...

SAMSUNG 
GALAXY S8
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T3’s TECH
PICKS

T3’s illustrious team members 

choose their personal favourite 

gadgets from the last 12 months

 This came in just too late to make our 

shortlist, but it would’ve been a really 

strong contender for Gadget of the Year. 

This is a genuine marvel, from its laptop-

level power to its 120Hz ProMotion screen, 

which makes everything else you own 

instantly look outdated. And the size is just 

perfect for me, especially with iOS 11.

Matt Bolton

iPAD PRO 10.5-INCH

£619, APPLE.COM/UK

 Your phone has to be good, because it’s 

probably the thing you use most in your 

life. And the Galaxy S8+ is so good. The 

design is just amazing, and wins you over 

the second you try it. And I love having a 

big 6.2-inch screen in a handset I can hold 

without needing a spotter. Samsung has 

really nailed the software, too.

Dan Grabham

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8+

£779, SAMSUNG.COM/UK

 Admittedly, Tesla’s Model S 100D ain’t 

cheap, but it’s the ethos behind this model 

that I love. Being able to travel up to 400 

miles on a single charge is just, well, a 

big deal really. The fact that you can just 

jump in and drive somewhere and it’ll 

automatically take you to charging points 

without having to plan ahead, is amazing.

Nick Odantzis

TESLA MODEL S 100D

£94,000, TESLA.COM

Get 3 issues of T3 for just £6! See p4498  T3 AWARDS 2017
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 I’ve been massively getting back into my 

vinyl the last few years, but I kept buying 

cheap record players that weren’t really 

doing the job. But after this won our group 

test [T3 #270], I picked it up, along with 

a better amp and speaker combo, and 

it sounds so good. The only problem is I 

keep spending all my money on records.

Jo Gulliver

REGA PLANAR 2,

£375, REGA.CO.UK

 The gadget I really wouldn’t give up 

from this year is my Run Angel, a personal 

safety wearable that keeps solo runners 

(or anyone out by themselves) safe if 

they’re venturing into dark or dodgy 

territory. It has a built-in loud alarm, and 

if anything happens, it immediately tells 

your emergency contacts your location.

Claire Davies

RUN ANGEL

£85, RUNANGEL.COM

 I don’t want to be the trite one who 

talks about tech changing the world, but… 

Amazon Echo kind of has? It wasn’t the 

first voice assistant, but I think it’s the first 

one that people who use it actually find to 

be indispensable. I think it’s gone a long 

way to normalising this kind of interaction, 

which everyone will benefit from.

Andrew Westbrook

AMAZON ECHO,

£99, AMAZON.CO.UK

 Oh, just look at this thing! How could 

I pick anything else? It’s a speaker made 

from 16kg of concrete! It’s harder than 

Jason Statham, but sings like Adele. 

I thought it thoroughly deserved to win 

our Wi-Fi speaker category, but that’s 

democracy for you. I just hope I don’t 

have to move it any time soon.

Duncan Bell

MASTER & DYNAMIC MA770

£1,600,  

MASTERDYNAMIC.CO.UK

 I’ve been running for a long time without 

any of that handy tracking that everyone’s 

into, but I’m so glad I finally picked up my 

TomTom. It’s good to get a full picture of 

my activity with step counting as well, and 

being able to look back at my run routes is 

helping me keep up the desire to beat my 

own bests, especially as the weather turns.

Michelle McLaren

TOMTOM SPARK 3,

£119, TOMTOM.COM

 I won’t live without good coffee, and this 

gives me that sweet mana. I couldn’t fit 

a full barista-style bean-to-cup machine 

in my kitchen (and I’m not sure I could be 

bothered to clean it properly), but this is 

super compact, and I’m a fan of Nespresso 

pods. It’s not smart or anything, but I love 

it more than any other tech I got this year.

Kimberley Ballard

NESPRESSO ESSENZA MINI,

£89.99, NESPRESSO.COM



 Although it didn’t quite take the honours 

in this category, the S8 claimed the 

top spot in 2017’s Phone of the Year. Its 

Infinity Edge Display, which made the 

shortlist for Innovation of the Year, proves 

that smartphones still have new design 

frontiers to explore, and it didn’t forget 

to be a fantastic phone as well.

 LG has learned from its past mistakes 

with last year’s LG G5 – instead of quirky 

upgrades, its G6 focuses on the phone 

essentials. The result? A mature device 

with a classy all-metal body and class-

leading stretched display. It’s proof that 

you’re only down, never out, in the phone 

world if you’ve got great execution.

 Considering Google owns the Android 

brand, it comes as no surprise that its 

first smartphone is an all-round stonker. 

It captures breathtaking photos, has 

a splendid AMOLED display (in the 

larger 5.5-inch Pixel XL) and Daydream 

compatibility allows you to hook it up to 

Google’s own headset for your VR kicks.

SPONSORED BY

Samsung Galaxy S8 LG G6 Google Pixel

GADGET of
    the YEAR

THE CONTENDERS
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From smartphones and gaming 
consoles to smart home gear, 
here are the gadgets that got  
us hot under the collar this year



 Apple made a bold decision to remove 

the headphone jack on its latest handset, 

but it didn’t matter a jot. The iPhone 

7 was still a tremendous success. It’s 

blisteringly fast, looks better than ever, 

has a phenomenal dual-camera set-up on 

the Plus, features a brilliant wide-colour 

display, and adds waterproofing, too.

 Sony brought affordable top-tier virtual 

reality to the masses with its Daft-Punk-

esque PSVR headset, with the huge thing 

being that it works with a console you 

probably already own. It’s easy to use,  

really comfortable, and the VR experience 

is exceptional, with incredible motion-

tracking tech, and loads of games.

 The PS4 Pro built on the huge success 

of the original by adding eye-popping 

4K HDR graphics for the modern visual 

connoisseur. Provided you pair it with a 

quality 4K panel, you’ll be in heaven, and 

– hardcore PC gamers take note – you’d 

have to spend thousands more to get the 

same experience, so it’s a bargain too.

 Coming after the Echo made 
Google’s Home AI home assistant 
look a little like an also-ran, but 
it’s a true contender on its own 
merits, and Amazon should 
definitely be looking over its 
should – Home looks sexier, 
answers wider questions, and is 
cheaper. This is a fine alternative 
to the smart home king.

Google Home

 The Apple logo no longer lights 
up, but the Macbook Pro’s new 
Touch Bar more than makes up for 
it. By adapting to the app you’re 
using, it adds a unique way of 
interacting with your laptop.  
The Pro is also super powerful,  
yet surprisingly sleek considering 
what’s going on inside, making it 
the most beautiful way to work.

Apple MacBook Pro

Apple iPhone 7 Sony PSVR
Sony PlayStation 4 Pro 

HIGHLY
COMMENDED
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Nintendo Switch

 The Nintendo Switch is a mini marvel. On the one 

hand you’ve got a powerful handheld in your back 

pocket, and on the other a games console to hook 

up to your big-screen TV when you get home. It 

has a crisp, colourful screen, looks stylish and feels 

premium in the way a high-end gadget should.



Nowadays, it takes a 

serious amount of work  

for a piece of tech to stand out in a very 

crowded space. It’s gotta be pretty epic. 

But when it does, you can bet that people 

will take notice. Let us introduce you to 

this year’s winner: the Amazon Echo. 

Within a year of its release, Amazon’s 

voice-activated upstart has taken the 

smart home – and, let’s be honest, the 

world – by storm. It’s fair to say that when 

you utter the word Alexa in conversation, 

the majority of people will instantly  

catch on to what you’re talking about it.  

The Echo’s artificial intelligence voice has 

literally become a household name. In this 

game, that doesn’t happen very often.

So what makes the Amazon Echo such 

an overwhelming success? In T3’s opinion, 

a lot of it’s down to the Joneses effect. 

It’s natural to want what others – be that 

your friends, peers, or whoever – have 

got, especially when you witness it being 

used in the wild. The same sort of thing 

happened when the original iPhone  

came out 10 years ago.

It doesn’t hurt that Amazon is one of the 

biggest companies in the world, and if you 

ever pay a visit to the site, you’re bound 

to come across it on your travels. But the 

Echo’s triumph isn’t merely the result of 

capitalist nudging; people haven’t been 

coerced into buying something they don’t 

really want, or need, in their lives. This is a 

genuinely brilliant gadget.

Just ask Alexa what you want of it: 

“Alexa, tell me what’s on at the cinema,” 

or “Alexa, turn on my TV,” and it’ll do as 

you ask, carrying out any command in 

an instant or issuing a relevant response, 

spoken in such a natural way that you’ll 

forget you’re talking to a robot. Within a 

few days Alexa becomes one of the family. 

Part of its appeal is its ease of use, but 

it’s the extent of its capabilities that really 

seals the deal. The Echo has achieved 

what very few have in the smart home 

space: bringing together your melange  

of connected tech and making them 

all work without worrying about 

compatibility, whether it’s your lights, 

heating, music or security. 

And it keeps on getting better, with 

new abilities added to the Skills directory 

as time goes on; it’s no surprise that the 

majority of gadgets you come across bear 

the “Works with Alexa” logo.

Since the Amazon Echo came out, the 

scene for smart home voice control has 

exploded, with everyone trying to get 

their share of the success story. But the 

Echo hasn’t just kickstarted a craze – it’s 

prepping us for an entirely new way of 

living: a future where artificial intelligence 

takes centre stage in the home. And that’s 

what makes it the Gadget of the Year.

AND THE WINNER IS...
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COMING 
SOON

For over 20 years, T3 has been at the 
forefront of the technology scene. Our 
mission is to help you find the gadgets 
that will make your life easier, or at least 
more fun, and ensure that you only ever 
spend your money on the best of the 
best – elite tech that you’ll love.

These days, what we think of as 
gadgets are part of our general lifestyle, 
and so T3 magazine is going through 
some changes to better reflect our 
readers’ lives. A while ago, we added 
a dedicated Home section, and we’re 
expanding that further, with more 
reviews. We’re also adding more pages 
that delve into the latest trends, in 
everything from style to cars to travel 
to tech specs, so you’re always on the 
cutting edge, whatever you’re into.

And we’re taking the opportunity to 
give our pages a fresh look, and bring in 
even more beautiful photography of the 
products we feature – an ultra-modern 
magazine for our ultra-modern readers. 

YOUR NEW-LOOK MAG

NEW!

A bigger, 
smart Home 
section, with 
more home 
gear reviews

More products 
put to the test, 
and features 
focused on 
what you love

New Style, 
Auto and 
Travel pages, 
with the best 
new buys



T3.com is the UK’s leading lifestyle 
technology website. Now we’re taking 
our content wider and deeper than ever 
before, helping our readers discover 
even more beautiful things that help 
them make the most of life.

T3.com showcases literate, incisive 
buying guides and carefully curated 
deals posts, alongside the very coolest 
new products in categories from classic 
tech buys to grooming. We truly do have 
the best of everything.

To mark this new phase for T3.com, 
we’re unveiling a radical redesign to offer 
a premium look and feel, more curated 
advertising opportunities and the finest 
showcase of the very best products. 
We’ve also got dedicated new channels 
for smart home hardware, buying 
guides, watches, travel, fitness and more.

We want you to love it, and we think 
you’ll come back again and again.  
Check it out now at www.t3.com

“T3.com is the place  
our readers can 
find the very best 
of everything. 
We’ll showcase the 
coolest tech, home 
and kitchen wares, 
fitness gear, watches, 
men’s fashion and 
much more” 
Dan Grabham, Editor, T3.com 

T3.COM IS THE HOME  
OF SMARTER LIVING
TECH LIVING STYLE FITNESS TRAVEL AUTO
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DREAM TECH

POWERING UP THE LATEST TECH THAT PROMISES  
A GOOD NIGHT’S SLEEP WHEN YOU POWER DOWN

BECCA CADDYWORDSJOBY SESSIONSPHOTOGRAPHY

Can sleep tech 
help a stressed-
out insomniac 
understand her 
sleep patterns, 
chill out before 
bed, and get a 
good night’s kip?

Wearable-gadget 
guinea pig and 
stressed sleeper 
Becca loves to 
discover tech that 
helps us feel good 
and perform at  
our best.

The tech

  Emfit QS, €299.94, 
emfitqs.com

 
 Thync Relax Pro, 
From $149, thync.com
 
 S+ Sleep Sensor  
by ResMed, £129.92, 
sleep.mysplus.com
 
 Fitbit Alta HR, 
£129.99, fitbit.com
 
 Nox Music Smart 
Sleep Light, 
sleepace.com / 
£119.98, amazon.co.uk
 
 Zeeq Smart  
Pillow, £199,  
shop.rem-fit.co.uk

 Dodow, £44,  
mydodow.com

The mission

SLEEP MODE: 
ACTIVATED  

The woman
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First smart cookers came for 
your kitchen, then smart TVs 
took over your living room, 
now smart homes are making  
a play for your bedroom.  
I know what you’re thinking: 
aren’t we meant to be 
ditching tech before bed  
for better ‘sleep hygiene’?
 
SLEEPING IN
A new wave of sleep devices promises to 
use high-end sensors and science-backed 
analysis to improve sleep. The problem? 
Sleep is tricky to improve. If you haven’t hit 
your recommended 10,000 steps a day, 
you can go for a walk. Simple. If you 
haven’t slept a solid eight hours, you can 
make changes, but they won’t guarantee 
success. And the more you worry about 
losing sleep, the more likely you are to lose 
sleep. Anyone else feeling tired already? 

It’s neat to bundle devices up under the 
umbrella of ‘sleep tech’, but there are 
different types and it can be hard to keep 
track. From wearable trackers and bed 
trackers, to lamps that send you to sleep  
or wake you to the sound of fake birds,  
as well as a whole range of one-off  
devices in between.

If it sounds confusing, that’s because it is. 
But as a stressful sleeper, I’m here to find 
out which devices will improve your sleep, 
which aren’t worth the money and which 

just look nice on your bedside table.  
So cuddle up and let’s get started. 
 

COUNTING SHEEP
The S+ Sensor by Resmed stands apart 
from the sleep tech bunch because, well, it 
literally stands apart from the rest. Sitting 
by my bed, it analysed my movements and 
breathing using radio waves. 

This was more appealing than trackers  
I had to wear or lie on. I didn’t worry once 
about the S+ tracking my sleep and, 
unsurprisingly, that resulted in deeper rest. 

But accuracy didn’t suffer because it 
was near me, not on me. Through a quilt 

and pyjamas it produced detailed graphs 
of my sleep patterns. Seeing all of that data 
broken down was fascinating, but became 
a little overwhelming over time without 
practical recommendations. 

The S+ also had settings to lull me off to 
sleep with breathing exercises, as well as 
nice sounds to wake me up in the morning, 
which was much better than hitting the 
snooze button a hundred times.

Next up I tried the Emfit QS, which 
looked rather clinical but stayed hidden 
under my mattress. Once there, I forgot 
about it because it automatically tracks 
sleep and analyses heart rate, 

SLEEPY TIME SUCCESS
The recipe for a good-night’s rest

A sleep tracker you 
slide under your 
mattress, the Emfit 
QS uses sensors to 
collect data about 
your sleep stages by 
monitoring your heart 
rate, breathing 
and how much you 
move throughout the 
night. No need to 
switch it on because 
it tracks everything 
automatically.
€299.94, 
shop-eu.emfit.com

An all-singing, 
all-dancing pillow 
that can play music, 
monitor snoring with 
a built-in microphone 
– and reacts with 
gentle vibrations – 
analyses sleep, wakes 
you up at the best 
time for you, and 
displays all the data 
on a handy graph that 
you can access within 
the Zeeq app.
£199, 
shop.rem-fit.co.uk

  ZEEQ SMART 
 PILLOW 

  NOX MUSIC SMART 
 SLEEP LIGHT 

This sensor sits on 
your bedside table 
and uses ultra-
low power radio 
waves to measure 
your breathing and 
movements throughout 
the night. It syncs 
up with an app 
to give you daily 
feedback about your 
sleep and how your 
environment can be 
tweaked to improve 
your zzzs.  
£129.92, amazon.co.uk

The Thync Relax 
Pro delivers low-
level electrical 
stimulation to the 
back of your neck and 
head, which can then 
activate different 
nerve pathways.  
It sounds like 
science fiction, but 
it’s safe, backed by 
research and proven 
to relieve stress  
and improve sleep  
for some users.
$149, thync.com 

A bedside lamp and 
Bluetooth speaker 
hybrid with more than 
16 million RGB light 
colour combinations. 
It works in tandem 
with the Sleepace 
app, which detects 
your sleep patterns 
and emits different 
colours of light 
depending on whether 
you’re drifting off 
to sleep at night  
or waking up.
£119.98, amazon.co.uk

An activity tracker 
that keeps tabs 
on steps, calories 
burned and  
distance covered.  
But it also has a 
built-in heart- 
rate sensor, sleep 
tracking and 
sensitive motion 
detectors, which all 
work together to 
identify different 
sleep stages with 
greater accuracy. 
£129.99, fitbit.com

1 2 3 4 5 6 EMFIT QS   FITBIT HR   S+ SLEEP  
 SENSOR 

 THYNC  
 RELAX PRO 



The Nox Music Smart 
Sleep Light emits 
gentle colours to 
help chill you out
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The more you worry 
about sleep, the 
more likely you 
are to lose it

Losing sleep over 
losing sleep? 
An expert tells us sleep tech can 
be great for curious types, but 
not so wonderful for worriers.
I asked Kathryn Pinkham, Dreams 
sleep expert and founder of 
The Insomnia Clinic, about the 
upsides and downsides of  
sleep tracking. 
“The information can be useful in 
gaining a general understanding 
about sleep patterns and 
identifying problems,” she told 
me. “It can show us someone has 
trouble falling asleep, but 
no problem waking through the 
night. But some patients become 
obsessed with tracking their 
sleep. If they wake up and see 
they slept badly according to 
the device this changes how they 
think and therefore feel that 
day. This encourages people to 
micro-manage their sleep, and 
worry more than they need to.”

The Zeeq pillow plays soft  
music to lull you to sleep



Xxxxx

The Fitbit Alta HR 
monitors heart rate 
and sleep patterns

Get 3 issues of T3 for just £6! See p441 12  T3 AWARDS 2017

Even a quantified 
nerd gets stressed 
out by too much 
data sometimes



Using self-electrocution to 
relax might sound like a bit 
of a contradiction…

combo worked particularly well. I went to 
sleep quicker and woke up feeling less 
angry at everything because there was no 
alarm to scowl at and it had woken me up 
at the optimum time in my sleep cycle.

 The Zeeq Smart Pillow can do a lot of 
things, but my favourite feature was the 
way it played sleepy sounds as I tried to get 
to sleep – directly to my ears. The problem? 
My partner could hear all of them too. 

Its tracking and wake-up smarts were 
highly accurate, but I just couldn’t get my 
head around lying on technology. This is 
probably a personal bugbear, but definitely 
seemed to affect how I slept.

The most unusual of the bunch, the 
Thync Relax Pro, sends electrical signals to 
your brain. It’s for people with anxiety, the 
irony being that as someone with anxiety, 
self-electrocution sounded terrifying. With 
research to back up its claims and lots of 
panicked false starts, I gave it a go. Thync 
says you’ll need a few weeks to notice any 
difference, and I’ve felt calmer and slept 
better. But that could be psychosomatic. 
Using the Thync Relax Pro with both sleep 
and mood tracking over the course of six 
months or so would be fascinating.

Finally, I tried the Dodow. It’s the most 
simple of the bunch, but if you have trouble 

What the most terrifying VR horror 
experiences do to your heart rate…

NEXT MONTH

getting to sleep rather than staying asleep, 
it might be the most effective. It projects 
light into your room that you breathe along 
with. I can do that with an app, but this way 
I dozed off more easily. I can’t imagine it’ll 
have a huge effect on those who suffer 
from long-term insomnia, but it’s a nice, 
modern take on a night light. 
 
STRESS-FREE SLEEP 
Having loads of tech on me and around me 
in bed often made me feel stressed-out. 
Ah, the paradox of losing sleep over 
tracking sleep! That could just be me, but 
as these products are marketed at worriers, 
I doubt my experience is unique. The tech 
that sat by me was the most appealing, like 
the S+ sensor. But, as with most wearables 
or health tech, it’s going to be down to 
personal choice and subjective goals.

Overall, I found the sleepy sounds 
soothing, the data fascinating and more 
awareness about my sleep empowering. 
But if you’re really struggling, you probably 
need to talk to a specialist and not a Fitbit.

breathing and movement. Like the 
S+ Sensor, it’s mind-blowingly detailed.  
But the data wears thin after a week or  
so, especially when I wasn’t sleeping well 
and a graph couldn’t tell me why. It’s more 
useful if you’re hell-bent on fixing a 
problem, like waking up in the night or 
struggling to get to sleep, and have access 
to an expert to chat with.

 There are so many wrist-bounded 
activity trackers on the market that keep 
tabs on sleep. But the Fitbit Alta HR is one 
of the best thanks to its heart-rate monitor 
and new ‘sleep stages’ feature. The results 
weren’t as detailed as the others, but ideal 
for increased awareness – not long-term 
insomniacs. Interestingly, I found it became 
the only graph I checked after a few weeks 
because it told me what I needed to know 
without bombarding me with stats. It turns 
out even a self-confessed quantified nerd 
gets stressed out by data sometimes. 

 

THE LAND OF NOD
Thanks to the millions of light-colour 
combinations and soothing sounds, the 
Nox Music Smart Sleep Light has become 
my new bedtime and productivity BFF.  
I use it for bright, white light during the day 
alongside music and then soothing warm 
light on a night with ‘snowstorm’ sounds. 

 The lamp is great solo but also works 
with an app, which analyses sleep from 
your phone so it can deliver sleep stage 
specific music and sounds, like red before 
bed and a twinkly alarm in the morning.

 Although I’m not a fan of having my 
phone under my pillow, the app and lamp 
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The circular Dodow helps you  
regulate your breathing to get  
into a more relaxed state
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Our five awards

OUR MISSION IS TO BRING YOU  
THE CLEAREST RECOMMENDATIONS  
WE CAN – AND THAT MEANS A GREAT 
DEAL OF HARD WORK HAPPENS BEFORE 
A PRODUCT EVEN REACHES OUR PAGES!

Because we only feature products  
the T3 team would happily use ourselves,  
we end up discarding a significant number 
of options in each category before settling 
on a final shortlist to review. In this 
respect, T3 Select does exactly what it 
says on the tin, picking only the best of  
the best to test; the gear we know you’ll  
want to seriously consider purchasing. 

And that should mean an end to you 
having to undertake hours of painstaking 
research and product comparisons. 

You won’t see any duff products 
featured in our tests, but you will come 
away with clarity on which one is the  
best in its category or for a specific  
task: our awards badges (see below) 
ensure that everything T3 recommends  
is clearly highlighted on the page.

It goes without saying that every 
product in T3 Select has been thoroughly 
tested by our team of experts, enabling 
you to buy with total confidence.

How we test…
The scores
explained

Awarded to products that 
are energy-efficient 
or help to protect the 
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates 
exceptional industrial 

design and refinement, in 
addition to being great

This accolade and others 
like it show you which 

gear is best for specific 
features or tasks

This is given to winners 
of our group tests, so 

you can see exactly which 
is the best at a glance

Only the best products 
– those that score five 
stars – receive our 

coveted Platinum Award

EDITED BY
NICK ODANTZIS

116  Samsung Galaxy 
Note 8

120  Sony A1 OLED TV
122  Premium ereaders
124  Hybrid 

smartwatches
128  Apps

REVIEWED IN DEPTH
THIS MONTH...

ISSUE 274 /    
AWARDS 17
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Samsung’s other 
best phone in 

the world is the 
Galaxy Note 8 

p116

Take Note

Forget it

Below average

Good for the price

Very good all round

An exceptional, 
best-in- class product
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REVIEW

kay, look, as much as we 
want to just dive into the 
stuff we love about the 
Note 8, we need to talk 

about the slightly singed elephant 
in the room: the Note 7 debacle.

Last year’s battery problem is the 
reason this year’s Note contains a 
relatively meagre 3,300mAh 
battery, which is smaller than the 
Galaxy S8. Room needs to be made 
for the (super) S Pen stylus too, we 
guess, but Samsung knows it has to 
go for a battery that’s super-reliable 
here, even if that makes it potentially 
weaker on paper. The good news,  
as we’ll come to – is that the lack of 
battery capacity actually doesn’t 
make much difference compared to 
the battery life of its sister handsets. 

And with that one concern out of 
the way, we can say that the Note 8 
joins the Galaxy S8+ as one of this 
year’s very best phones. If you’re a 
fan of the Note series, you definitely 
won’t be disappointed. 

Since there’s pretty much no 
difference between the size of this 
6.3-inch screen and the 6.2-inch 
display of the S8+, a big part of 
choosing the Note 8 is whether you’ll 
make good use of the S Pen stylus.

As with the S8+, the Quad HD+ 
1440x2960 Super AMOLED display 
is an absolute stunner – it’s only ever 

so slightly less pixel dense than the 
S8+. And, as you’d expect, it’s 
HDR-compatible (Netflix has already 
updated its app to support it here). 
As with the S8 series, the screen fills 
almost all of the front of the phone 
and the trio of Android controls at 
the bottom of the display are part  
of the display (the buttons are in the 
traditional Samsung arrangement of 
App Switcher on the left, Home in 
the centre and Back on the right). 

TOUCHWIZ AND GO
Being a Samsung Galaxy handset, 
the Note 8 uses a TouchWiz overlay 
atop Android 7.1.1. The interface has 
improved a lot over the last couple 
of years and we’re now fans.

However, one irritation remains, 
and that’s the conflict between 
Samsung’s own software and 
Google’s, (which is a problem with 
Android handsets from other 
manufacturers too, to be fair).

Nowhere is this more pronounced 
than in the conflict between Google 
Assistant and Samsung’s own 
assistant, called Bixby. The Note 8 
features a dedicated Bixby button 
on its left side, so you can call it up 
easily. You can also swipe in from  
the left on the home screen. 

But during the phone’s startup 
process, you’re offered the option to 

SPECIFICATIONS 

THE NOTE RANGE HAD A ROUGH 2016, BUT IT’S BACK (WITHOUT A BANG),  
AND SAMSUNG’S SUPER-SIZED SMARTPHONE IS BETTER THAN EVER

O
enable Google Assistant. After that, 
holding down the virtual home 
button gets you to Google’s app 
while swiping left takes you to Bixby. 
Samsung says it wants to provide 
choice, but this is more confusing 
than helpful a lot of the time. 

As for Bixby voice control itself, 
it’s still too early to judge whether it 
can be a contender versus Siri, Alexa 
and the rest in the long term. It’s not 
yet available in UK English (US 
English and Korean only for now). 

The big problem is the lack of 
unique functionality with Bixby. 
The Bixby screen is a bit like a less 
intutive Google Now at the moment, 
while Bixby Vision enables you to do 
a shopping search for things you 
take pictures of, or find images of 
the item online. Matches are still 
really hit-and-miss for this.

The software change we love the 
most is one of those tiny features 
that can turn out to be the most 
useful software enhancements for 
day-to-day use: while previous Notes 

Samsung’s phablet 
phoenix rises

PRICE £869 URL samsung.com/uk SCREEN 6.3-inch AMOLED 
RESOLUTION 2960x1440 PROCESSOR 2.3GHz octo-core Exynos 
8895 STORAGE 64GB CAMERAS 12MP dual rear cameras, 
8MP front camera DIMENSIONS 163x7.5x86mm WEIGHT 195g 
PORTS USB Type-C, 3.5mm headphone jack

RIGHT The S8 design 
ain’t broke, so 
Samsung didn’t fix 
it in the Note 8
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 Select 
Samsung Galaxy Note 8

 Select 

BATTERY CHECK
The screen is 
pretty much the 
same as the 
S8’s, including 
a lush 2960x1440 
resolution and HDR 
video support

MAKING MEMORY
The Note 8 comes with 64GB of 
storage, but can take microSD 
cards up to 256GB, in case  
you need to add more 

SNAP TO IT
The rear packs dual-lens 12MP cameras, 
while the front is 8MP. 4K recording 
is included, naturally, and you can 

take 9MP stills from the rear camera 
at the same time as recording in 4K 

PENNED IN
The S Pen has a fine nib 

and 4,096 levels of pressure 
sensitivity, for the phone 

artists out there, and is well 
integrated into the operating 

system. It slides away into 
the Note 8 when not in use 

BAAAATTETT RYRYYY CCHHECE KKKK
The screen isTh n snneesee
pretty much thep y mu h heetccmmtee
same as the am a hhhmm
S8’s, including, n ud ngiuunn
a lush 2960x60x0xx0x1441441444400000a u h x 441116662sl
resolution and HDRHDRHDRDRRRu n and H RRRRRRRnnnnls
video supportd upp tppuuodd

MMAKIAK NNG M MMMG EMMMMORYRYRR
The Note 8 comes with 64GB ofTh  N t   m  th 4  f ff44immctthh
storage, but can take microSDt ag , but an tak  m SDoiaaccttrtt

at the same time as recording in 4Ka h am m a d ng n 4Knncraattseaa

PPENNEDNN D IINN
The S Pen has a fine nibTh  S P n ha  a f n  n bieeiaaSS

and 4,096 levels of pressureand 4, f p urrffeee660
sensitivity, for the phonen y, f h ph nnneoise

artists out there, and is wella u h e, and linnrhhttottaa
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system. It slides away into y m d a ay ntaaemmss
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REVIEW

have been able to use apps in  
a multi-window setup (and this 
remains), you can now create a 
shortcut to ‘App Pairs’ on the home 
screen, to launch specific apps 
together. Naturally you can pin them 
to the Edge panel for easy access, 
too. This can be super-useful if you, 
say, always use your mail and to-do 
app together. And in true Galaxy 
Note-style, you can drag and drop 
between the windows – say an 
image from the My Files app across 
to the Samsung Email app. 

So, the software’s good, which 
means it’s time to see what effect 
that smaller battery has. We used 
the PCMark for Android Work 2.0 
benchmark for a hard test, which 
gives us just over eight hours of 
battery on the S8; nine hours 40 
minutes on the S8+; and an amazing 

pricier iPhone X gets this as well.
There’s an accompanying new 

feature called Live Focus which 
enables you to have fine control over 
the depth of field at any point. You 
can adjust bokeh either before you 
take the shot or after in the gallery; 
it’s all very clever and works really 
well. We loved experimenting with it, 
and if you’re in dual capture mode, 
two photos are taken so you can 
always go back to the non-Live 
Focus image should you wish. 

Speaking of the camera area, our 
one big problem with the Galaxy S8 
was the fingerprint reader next to 
the lens – it was too easy to smudge 
the camera when trying to place 
your finger on it. Samsung has 
attempted to fix this with a new 
‘frame’ for the scanner in the Note 8, 
but it still doesn’t work that well. 

The alternatives

Note-taking on the always-
on display is brilliant

The S Pen is waterproof, 
like the main Note body

Iris recognition 
still isn’t perfect

ten hours 21 minutes on the Note 8. 
Running the alternative Antutu 
benchmark until the phones ran 
out of power showed less of a 
difference, with just a few minutes 
between the S8+ and Note 8. Once 
again, the Note 8 won, though. 
Which all means there’s no reason to 
be put off by that smaller battery!

BOKEH SELECTOR
The Note 8 camera setup is very 
interesting – as well as the 8MP f/1.7 
unit on the front, there are dual 12MP 
cameras on the rear, one telephoto, 
the second wide angle – a nice boost 
over the single-lens on the S8 series. 
It’s the same setup we love on the 
iPhone 8 Plus, but crucially it steals  
a march on that handset because 
both sensors have optical image 
stabilisation, though the much 

ABOVE The dual-lens  
camera is excellent, 
but the fingerprint 
sensor position is 
a bit less so

SAMSUNG 
GALAXY S8+

 With a similarly 

large 6.2-inch screen, 

at the same high 

resolution, and with 

a great camera, and 

snappy processor, if you like the Note’s size but 

don’t care about the pen, save £200 and get this.

From £649, samsung.com/uk

LG V30
 LG’s new flagship 

packs a hefy 6-inch 

screen in a light 

158g body, with 

dual cameras, fast 

Snapdragon 835 

processor, and audiophile-grade sound  

capabilities for music lovers.

£TBC (around £700), lg.com/uk

APPLE  
IPHONE X

  Cupertino’s epic 

new supersized 

handset rivals the Note 

8 perfectly, with its 

almost-bezel-free 5.8-

inch display. It’s got a similar dual-camera setup, 

and Face ID for hands-free logging in.

From £999, apple.com

di l It’ tessor, and audiophifp
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Sadly, the iris-scanning security 
alternative is still not quite ready  
for prime time, although we have  
got more used to it. Facial 
recognition is also an option but, as 
with our S8 tests, we found we 
needed to hold it up so it was at 
head height. This is fine if you’re 
alone, less cool in a supermarket. 

THE S PEN IS MIGHTIER
The S Pen is now slightly more 
sensitive in the Note 8, and Samsung 
says it has a finer tip, too. Note 
enthusiasts might be able to tell the 
difference, but it didn’t feel like a 
ground-breaking change to us.  
If you love the S Pen then there are 
some other cool new enhancements 
– and as with other Notes, it’s when 
using the S Pen for productivity that 
the Note 8 really sings.  

The edges of the phone are 
slightly steeper than the S8 lineup. 
Samsung says this is to do with 
making the Note better for using 
with a stylus – more flat for note 
taking right to the edges. 

You can write up, edit and pin 
notes on the the Always-On Display. 
That means you can cross things off 
your shopping list as you shop, or 
even scribble down more stuff. We 
actually found ourselves using this 
quite a bit, because we tend to think 
of our next million-pound ideas 

64GB of memory and Samsung’s 
Exynos 8895 processor (again, 
shared with the S8 series), which  
is just as fast as you need. 

Thankfully the small battery 
doesn’t mean the battery life hit  
we thought it would. And, with the 
dual optical image stablisation the 
camera is pretty darn hot, too. 

There’s so much to like about the 
Note 8 and while it’s probably the 
best phone in Samsung’s line-up, 
you need to be sure you actually 
need the extra productivity prowess 
of the S Pen, because you really pay 
for them. Don’t need the stylus, and 
can live with an excellent single-lens 
camera? Get the Galaxy S8+ instead. 

T3 RATES Gorgeous OLED 6.3-inch 
display; great design; smart  
S Pen features and TouchWiz 
improvements; clever cameras.  
T3 SLATES TouchWiz and Android 
still a slightly awkward pairing; 
Bixby not up to much in the UK 
yet; fingerprint scanner not in 
the most useful spot.
T3 SAYS One of the best phones 
we’ve ever seen, but damn pricey.

down the potato aisle, but this only 
works with the Samsung Notes app, 
so if you tend to use something else, 
you might wonder where your 
missives are disappearing off to. 

Another cool feature is the ability 
to create a live message with the S 
Pen – essentially a doodled animated 
GIF – and then send it via messaging 
and social apps. We had fun sending 
special messages using this for 
friends’ birthdays (and just because 
we could). It works really well. 

Using the S Pen you can also 
select and translate sentences – 
even text from images – or hover 
over currencies and convert them. 
This feature works for more than 71 
languages, apparently (we didn’t get 
around to trying them all…). 

On top of all this new stuff, you 
naturally get modern accoutrements 
such as Bluetooth 5.0, USB Type-C 
(including fast-charging) and Gigabit 
LTE. There’s also NFC for use with 
Android Pay and Samsung Pay. 

Everything is waterproof and 
dustproof, including the S Pen. 
Naturally, we dropped it in the sink 
to try this out. (It was fine.) And – 
praise be – there’s a headphone jack 
unlike some of the big phones from 
those other guys. AKG by Harman 
headphones are included in the box 
(again, just like the S8 series).

6GB of RAM is used alongside 

ABOVE At only 0.1 
inches bigger than 
the S8+, the Note 
is still Samsung’s 
biggest, but not by 
much any more

Swish split-screen and 
brilliant camera tech 
make this the ultimate 
all-rounder phone
MATT BOLTON, EDITOR
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ony first dabbled  
with OLED TV in the 
noughties. Then its 
XEL-1 11-inch desktop 

screen was a cute curiosity.  
Today the brand’s first 4K  
HDR OLED is altogether more 
impressive – a joyously brilliant 
flatscreen with an innovative audio 
system. Available in two screen 
sizes (55- and 65-inch), we got to 
play with the latter. And cried like 
tots when they took it away…

MINIMALIST DESIGN
The A1 is emblematic of Sony’s  
new-found engineering flair.  
From industrial design to picture 
processing, it sets a lofty bar  
(and we like a lofty bar).

The screen embraces a 
fashionably minimalist design, where 
less is very definitely more. The Sony 
Bravia branding is down-played to 
almost non-existence. There’s no 
conventional pedestal. Instead, the 

screen leans back on an angled 
support, braced for stability. As the 
set casually rests on a micro-thin 
bezel, you’d never guess it weighs 
the best part of 30kg. 

One consequence of this languid 
pose is that the TV has a six-degree 
recline, which may require a visit to 
Ikea. You absolutely have to sit it on 
trendy low AV furniture for the best 
possible viewing angle.

Of course, the A1 can always be 
wall-mounted if you don’t want to 
place it on a surface. A counter 
balance detaches from the bottom 
of the lean-back stand, allowing it to 
lock neatly onto the back of the 
panel. This allows it to be wall-hung 
with a standard Vesa mount.  

On the rear of the A1 are a pair  
of sonic actuators, which vibrate  
the glass, creating stereo sound.  
The technology isn’t new, but this is 
the first time we’ve seen it used on a 
TV. Sony dubs the wheeze Acoustic 
Surface technology.

SPECIFICATIONS

S
FEATURES
The A1 is well-connected. There are 
four HDMIs, all HDCP 2.2 compliant. 
Good news if you want to load up on 
4K content sources. There’s a trio  
of USBs, one of which supports 
timeshifting onto USB drives up to 
2TB. There’s also an optical digital 
audio output, Bluetooth and 
Ethernet. Wi-Fi is dual band.

Sony continues to keep the faith 
with the Android smart platform, 
here with Chromecast built-in. 
Streaming apps include Netflix and 
Amazon Video, all 4K-able.

OLED is setting the pace in the 
picture stakes this year, with Sony  
a clear front runner. Simply put, the 

PRICE £4,700 for 65-inch screen size URL sony.co.uk 
DIMENSIONS 145.1x83.2x33.9cm FEATURES 2160p OLED  
HDR panel, Android smart platform, 4x HDMI v2.0, 
HDR10/HLG/Dolby Vision support, Bluetooth,  
Acoustic Surface Technology

Sony KD-65A1 OLED TV
SONY’S DEBUT OLED 4K TV ISN’T JUST ABOUT PRETTY HDR PICTURES, IT REVOLUTIONISES TV AUDIO TOO. 
INTRODUCING ACOUSTIC SURFACE TECHNOLOGY…  

BORING BEZEL BEGONE
The A1’s OLED panel is 
presented with a wafer-
thin bezel that almost 
vanishes. The design is 
all about the picture  

SUPERIOR MOTION 
HANDLING
For the best motion 
clarity set MotionFlow 
processing to Custom, 
with Smoothness on 3 
and Clearness set Low

WHAT’S ON NOW?
Sony’s Discover 

Bar presents handy 
thumbnails for 

On Demand TV and 
movies, Netflix and 
YouTube, plus your 

own networked  
video content

ABOVE The panel 
might look somewhat 
minimalist, but 
lurking beneath is 
a picture that will 
blow you away

REVIEW
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 Select 
SONY KD-65A1 OLED TV

A1 looks gorgeous. The classic  
pure black offered by OLED is 
complemented by vibrant colours 
(this is Triluminos’ wide-colour 
gamut display) and HDR peak 
luminance zing. The set isn’t 3D- 
enabled, but there’s so much depth 
to its images you might think it is.

CLEAR WINNER
Clarity is immense. A 4K Reality Pro 
picture processor maximizes image 
detail, while Sony’s 4K HDR X1 
Extreme engine uses object-based 
remastering to elevate any  
old content to create an HDR effect.  
This naturalistically boosts spectral 
highlights, yet maintains detail. 

Picture presets include Vivid, 
Standard, Custom, Cinema pro, 
Cinema Home, SportsGame and 
assorted photo options. We noted 
some frequency boosting on the 
Standard preset, but this isn’t 
evident on the Cinema Pro or 
Cinema Home presets.

YouTube 4K looks better here 
than we’ve ever seen it before, freed 
from compression artefacts and 
banding. The latest iteration of Sony 
Super bit-mapping technology takes 
an 8-bit or 10-bit original signal  
and upconverts it to a 14-bit 
equivalent gradation.  

UHD preview footage from God 
of War (for PS4 Pro) proves a visual 
feast. Dragons have realistically 
textured scales, nostrils dribble  
with convincing gloop and magical 
battleaxes sparkle with energy.  
This is eye candy of the highest 
order. The set handles skin tones 
with utter believability.

While the average picture level  
is nice and bright, there’s still 
headroom for realistic HDR 
highlights. The A1 supports everyday 
HDR10, plus broadcast HLG HDR 
and Dolby Vision (firmware update 
not withstanding).  

We measured a peak brightness 
of 776 cd/m2 (aka nits) on a ten per 
cent white window. With a smaller 
five per cent window, this rose to 
799 cd/m2.  These are excellent 
figures for an OLED display. The set 
has no problem tone mapping HDR 
content mastered at 1000 cd/m2.

Contrast is superb. Even difficult 
4K UHD Blu-ray films, like the 
preternaturally gloomy Resident Evil: 
The Final Chapter, reveals dramatic 
shadow detail. 

And what of that Acoustic 
Surface audio technology? Well, it’s 
jaw-droppingly effective. The A1’s 
stereo presentation is crisp and 
precise. Those actuators handle high 

and mid-range audio with smooth 
efficiency, leaving bass to the 8cm 
sub hidden away in the lean-back 
stand. The crossover between the 
two is seamless. And with a total 
audio output of 50W, there’s no 
shortfall in welly.  

This is hands-down the best  
TV audio implementation we’ve 
heard in years. With no need for a 
soundbar, the only sensible upgrade 
would be a full-blown home cinema 
system that will leave you feeling like 
you own the best TV in town. 

T3 RATES Sublime design is 
coupled with a sensational AV 
performance. HDR picture 
processing is top notch.
T3 SLATES The remote control is a 
rubbery affair that doesn’t do 
this premium princess justice. 
T3 SAYS Sony has knocked it out 
of the park. With stellar design, 
excellent picture performance and 
audio, this is the TV to beat in 
2017. The set’s innovative sound 
system is the icing on the cake.

ABOVE The A1’s audio 
is a punchy 2x20w 
plus 10W going 
to the onboard 
subwoofer
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DESIGN 
The Kindle Oasis has a tapered handgrip for 

comfortable one-handed reading. The page-

turning function is excellent, which is good 

because that smaller 6-inch 300ppi Paperwhite 

display with E Ink Carta doesn’t hold much text.

FEATURES 
Amazon has introduced a dual-charging feature: 

the device holds power, as does the cover. There’s 

no blue light reduction, which could be an issue for 

night reading, but there are many useful learning 

tools aimed at boosting your word prowess.

PERFORMANCE 
Featuring a 1GHz CPU plus 4GB of storage, the Oasis 

puts in a speedy performance, offering space 

for thousands of ebooks. It also has the more 

responsive touchscreen. The battery, when used 

with the charging cover, lasts up to eight weeks.

USABILITY 
It’s easy to hold, whether you’re a leftie or right-

handed – the display automatically rotates 

orientation to suit. There are text customisation 

tools to tinker with, plus an improved front-light 

with glare reduction for reading outdoors.

DESIGN 
At 7.8 inches the Aura ONE’s touchscreen display 

with edge-to-edge design is the biggest, but 

its page-turning isn’t as breezy as on the Oasis. 

The Aura ONE is gloriously waterproof, unlike the 

Oasis, but feels slightly less premium overall.

FEATURES 
Along with its waterproof coating and text 

customisation options, the Aura ONE has two 

big feature draws. The first is display size, the 

other is ComfortLight PRO, reducing blue-light 

exposure during nighttime reading. 

PERFORMANCE  
Has a Solo Lite iMX6 1GHz processor and 8GB 

of storage, twice the space of the Oasis. Its 

touchscreen can be unresponsive at times, but 

battery life is better than when using the Oasis 

on its own (ie, without the charging cover).

USABILITY 
Fussy readers can enhance their experience with 

TypeGenius, accessing 11 fonts, 50+ font styles, 

and weight and sharpness settings. Kobo’s 

Kindle-challenger offers comprehensive learning 

and notes tools, and supports 14 file formats.

IT’S THE WORLD’S MOST OPULENT EREADER, 
BUT IS THE OASIS ALL SHOW, NO SUBSTANCE?

KOBO’S EREADER IS THE BIGGER OF THE TWO, 
BUT DOES THAT MEAN IT’S BETTER?

£269.99, AMAZON.CO.UK £189.99, UK.KOBOBOOKS.COM

RATES Outclasses any other ereader and boasts stellar 

page-turning functions, plus a comfy grip design.

SLATES There’s less storage space than with the Aura  

ONE and the screen is smaller.

RATES Cheaper than the Oasis, yet offers a bigger reading 

area, blue-light reduction tech and it’s waterproof.

SLATES The Aura ONE can be a little unresponsive and 

the battery life could be better.

2nd

Kindle Oasis Vs

1st

Kobo Aura ONE

F L A G S H I P  E R E A D E R S
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EMPORIO ARMANI CONNECTED
£259, armani.com

 Want the benefits of connected tech without 
compromising the look of a classic, Swiss-made 
timepiece? This luxurious Armani hybrid packs all 
the activity-tracking trickery you’d expect, plus 
built-in smartphone notifications and a smart 
button to control everything from music to alarms. 
Sleep tracking is decent, but the weight and size 
mean it’s not the most comfortable. If you’re a 
hardcore traveller, the Armani Connected can 
display a customisable time zone at the touch of  
a button and automatically adjusts the primary 
time when you land in a different country.

01 ONE FOR HIGH-FLYERS 

Words: Chris Barnes

PLACE FITNESS TRACKING POWER AND ANALOGUE STYLE ON YOUR 
WRIST WITH T3’S PICK OF THE BEST HYBRID SMARTWATCHES

Fit for fashion

SKAGEN SIGNATUR CONNECTED 
£195, skagen.com

 You’re guaranteed to make a statement with 
Skagen’s hefty 42mm case protruding from your 
wrist. If you’re anything like T3’s furriest writers, 
though, you’ll be swapping the hair-tugging  
mesh steel strap for a leather or nylon option.  
The Connected app makes light work of 
smartphone syncing and, once you’re moving, 
displays fitness stats in detail, or you can check 
daily fitness activity via the progress dial. Cleverly, 
message alerts can be customised with different 
colours to individual contacts, so you know who’s 
getting in touch without looking at your phone.

03 ONE FOR ADDED BLING

BEST FOR
DESIGN

MISFIT PHASE 
£155, misfit.com

 The Phase is a killer smartwatch in analogue 
clothing. Hook it up with your smartphone and the 
dapper timepiece transforms into a connected 
powerhouse. Track steps, distance, calories and 
sleep accurately – press the top button and the 
hands shift to display how today’s targets are 
looking – and receive discrete vibration alerts for 
calls, text and emails straight to your wrist. Want 
to control your music, shoot a selfie or control 
smart home lighting? That’s no problem with the 
Phase’s customisable smart button, configured 
within the excellent Misfit app.

02 ONE FOR STYLE GURUS

01 O
NE FOR HIGH-FLYERS

02 ONE FOR STYLE GU
RUS

03 O
NE FOR ADDED BLING
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 Select  
HYBRID SMARTWATCHES

s your office dress 
code ‘suited and 
booted’? Do you hate 
intrusive gadgets?  
If so, a fluoro fitness 

tracker or bells-and-whistles 
smartwatch is probably not the best 
way to keep tabs on your health. 

NOKIA STEEL
£119.95, nokia.com

 Nokia’s no-frills, buttonless activity and  
sleep tracker might be a bit vanilla in the style 
department – only a small progress dial divulges 
any fitness smarts – but when paired with the 
Health Mate app it becomes all flavours of 
fantastic. The Steel auto-detects whether you’re 
having a lunchtime wander, a dip in the pool or 
hitting the sack using Connected Movement tech, 
and delivers results to the app via detailed graphs 
and insights. From there, receive guidance on 
hitting your goals quicker, or challenge other  
users to help you hit your targets.

05 ONE FOR TRACKING

I

GARMIN VIVOMOVE
£239.99, garmin.com

 The Vivomove might lack auto time-syncing, 
smartphone notifications and smart buttons, but 
the classic look and some unique smarts make up 
for any shortcomings. The face is flanked by two 
svelte, curved bars; one displays your daily steps 
progress, while the other is an ever-present 
reminder to get off your arse – following every 15 
minutes of inactivity, the bar fills up with terrifying 
red blocks which only disappear once you get 
moving. The Vivoactive also monitors activity to 
auto-set daily step targets, rather than leaving 
you to lay down your own fitness gauntlet.

06 ONE FOR COUCH POTATOES 

Hybrid smartwatches are styled 
on analogue timepieces, subtly 
tracking everything from steps 
and calories to sleep quality, then 
beaming stats to a companion 
smartphone app via Bluetooth 
without disturbing the peace. 
Selected models also feature 

customisable smart buttons for 
additional functionality, such as 
music control or selfie-taking, and 
batteries last for months rather 
than hours. So, if you prefer style 
over spec, these hybrid watches 
could help you look smart, stay 
connected and keep fit this winter.

TIMEX IQ+ MOVE 
£149.99, timex.co.uk

 Despite a simplistic single-button design, 
there’s a ton of tracking smarts lurking beneath 
the surface of the stylish IQ+. The Activity dial on 
the face displays how hard you’re hitting daily 
fitness targets – the watch tracks steps, distance 
travelled and calories burned – while the Timex 
Connected app enables you to set goals and delve 
even deeper into your accumulated stats. Sleep 
tracking is accurate and the Indiglo light-up dial  
is a neat touch for nighttime use. The IQ+ is 50 
metres water-resistant, but we’d swap the leather 
strap for silicone before taking the plunge.

04 ONE FOR HANDS-OFF TRACKING
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To enter, simply answer the following question:

HOW MANY AMPS DOES A PAIR OF  
KEF LS50 WIRELESS SPEAKERS INCLUDE?

A NINE  B THREE  C FOUR

Enter today at bit.ly/t3kefcomp

The competition closes 26 October 2017. By taking part, 

you agree to be bound by the competition rules: futureplc.com/

competition-rules. Entries must be received by midnight on 26 

October 2017 (UK time). Open to UK residents aged 18 years  

and over. There will be one winner, entitled to one pair of  

KEF LS50 Wireless speakers. The prize is non-transferable  

and non-refundable. There is no cash alternative.

PAIR 
WORTH 
£2,000! 

KEF LS50  
WIRELESS 
SPEAKERSWIN!

This awesome set packs streaming tech and audiophile-level sound 
into two small bookshelf speakers, for a next-gen hi-fi experience

Pretty much every company under the sun 
makes some kind of speaker these days, but if 
you want the best-possible music reproduction, 

you need to go a hi-fi company with years of experience. 
But that doesn’t mean you have to be dealing with extra 
cables and added components to drive them properly; 
KEF’s LS50 Wireless pack everything you need, including 
amazing-sounding drivers, top-quality amps and the latest 
streaming tech, right into the speaker units themselves.

It starts with the award-winning LS50 speaker design.  
The unique Uni-Q (see what they did there?) driver places the 
tweeter at the exact centre of the mid-range driver, providing 
a natural sound, wide dispersion and perfect timing, thanks 
to a new digital signal processor. And with an individual amp 
and DAC for each driver – all audiophile-level and capable of 
handling 24-bit high-res audio – the sound is just perfect. 

Getting your music into the speakers is equally high-tech, 
thanks to support for dual-band Wi-Fi and Bluetooth 4.0, 
including aptX high-quality streaming. You can stream over 
TIDAL and Spotify, or hook up wired sources. And because 
the whole system is two bookshelf speakers, it fits into any 
home. We’ve got one pair of LS50 Wireless speakers to give 
away, in your choice of colour (Titanium grey, Gloss Black or 
Gloss White). You can read more at uk.kef.com.
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BRAIN
BENDING

Nothing like 2048, despite what its name 

might suggest; 1010 is all about slotting 

blocks into a grid to make lines, and 

doing it until you can’t do any more.

Free, App Store, Google Play

A collection of physics-based puzzles 
that are inevitably a lot more tricky than 
they seem. Sometimes blind luck gets 
you through and sometimes ingenuity. 
Free, App Store, Google Play

Retract the hooks without letting any of 

the lines touch. It isn’t a long game, or 

overly challenging, but it’s perfect for 

getting away from the world.

99p, App Store, Google Play

 Link up stations and create transport 

lines to cart passengers around a virtual 

city. Keep everybody happy, and you’ll 

unlock tunnels, bridges and more.

£4.99, App Store, Google Play

Dots & Co adds a smattering of charming 

adventure and a stack of magical 

companions into the well-honed 

dot-joining puzzle formula.

Free, App Store, Google Play

Solve problems using Euclidean 

geometry, creating exact angles, 

bisections and perfect circles. It’s 

not really like schoolwork though.

Free, App Store, Google Play

 06
1010

 05
BRAIN IT ON!

 04
HOOK

 03
MINI METRO

 02
DOTS & CO

 01
EUCLIDEA

Top-flight abstract games 
to test your intellect and 
improve your brainpower  
as you play

ABOVE You can 
select light 
and dark modes 
depending on 
how mysterious 
you’d like your 
forecasting to feel

VIEW BEAUTIFULLY VISUALISED WEATHER 
DATA AND MAKE YOUR OWN FORECASTS

FlowX

Fancy yourself as an 
amateur meteorologist? 
Tired of craning your 
neck to look at the sky? 

FlowX has you covered. It offers up 
access to a host of weather data 
from the next seven days in the form 
of an interactive, flowing weather 
map. Swipe your finger over the 
map, and you’ll nudge time  
forward or back, so you can see the 
projected progression of weather 
systems over your location.

FlowX lets you get granular with 
your data – you can view a map 
showing a luridly coloured 

precipitation prediction, or mix it 
with things like cloud cover, wind 
speed, temperature, pressure and 
even, for the surfers among us,  
wave height. Graphs display these 
changes over time, giving you an 
at-a-glance look at the week  
to come, and you can overlay  
a wind direction grid if the main 
visualisations don’t do it for you.

There’s more data on offer,  
if you want it – watching a video  
ad gets you access to ten days of 
forecasting, or you can drop £1.99 
on a yearly subscription or £4.99 for 
a perpetual license. You absolutely 
don’t need to do this, but the 
option’s there, and this is an app 
that’s worth supporting.

Free, Google Play

Free(with IAP), Google Play / Apple Store

A P P  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

If you have seven minutes 
to spare, you can change 
your body and your 
fitness levels using 

nothing more than a chair, a wall, 
and the willpower to work out once 
a day for seven months. That’s the 
premise behind Seven, an app which 
turns exercises into a game.

You start your fitness journey with 
three lives. Miss a workout, and you’ll 
lose one; miss three workouts in a 
month, and you’ll need to start from 

the beginning. Each workout is 
clearly described and illustrated, 
with audible and vibrational prompts 
which help you switch between 
periods of exercise and rest.

With achievements to earn and 
plenty of ways to monitor your 
progress, it’s very easy to get sucked 
into the Seven plan – and you’ll need 
to sign up for the subscription 
programme (from £1.54 per week) 
to unlock additional workouts and 
plans which suit specific goals like 
weight loss. It’s not necessarily 
beginner friendly (if you can’t do a 
push-up, even the first workout is 
going to be a struggle) but it’s a 
great motivational tool.

SEVEN

TRANSFORM YOUR EXERCISE ROUTINE

Copy the moves if 
you want perfect 
workout form

APPS

 Get 3 issues of T3 for just £6! See p441 2 8  T3 AWARDS 2017
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HAMMER TIME
The standard Mercedes-AMG 
G65, which the Brabus 900 
is based on, is already 
a pretty bonkers SUV: 
its V12 engine produces 
a mighty 630HP. But that 
wasn’t enough for Brabus, 
oh no – it’s only gone and 
tuned the engine so it’s 
now producing a colossal 
900HP in this version

WIDE STANCE
To keep it stable, the 

900 has a wide body 
kit, and the wheels 

are hefty 23x11 Brabus 
parts. The brake pads 
are a whopping 16.2 
inches up front, the 

largest ever on an SUV

 NEXT ISSUE IS ON SALE FRIDAY 27 OCT 
Upgrade your lounge with the ultimate 4K set-ups, in your new-look T3

IT’S BIG, BRASH AND COMPLETELY POINTLESS – 
THE BRABUS 900 IS THE MOST POWERFUL OFF-ROAD 
VEHICLE THAT NO ONE WILL EVER ACTUALLY TAKE 
OFF THE ROAD, AND WE ABSOLUTELY LOVE IT

FOUR BY 
FLAWED?

SUPER SMART
 Brabus doesn’t just 

make ludicrous cars for 
people too rich to care. 
There are some pretty 
interesting concepts 
on the horizon – T3’s 
favourite being the 
Brabus Ultimate E. Unlike 
the rest of its lineup, 
it doesn’t have umpteen 

BIG BOOST
The original 6-litre V12 bi-turbo 
lump was meaty enough, but Brabus 

overhauled it, increasing displacement 
to 6.3 litres, adding bigger turbos and 

a new stainless steel exhaust

HUGE SCOOP
Outwardly, the biggest change made to the original 
G-Wagen is the huge carbon fibre intake on the 

bonnet – it’s there to suck in enough air to keep 
those hungry turbos fed all day long 

YOU’LL GO BRABUST
Brabus makes some of the most 

expensive cars in the world, so it’s no 
surprise to find out that the Brabus 
900 will cost around $800,000 (over 

£600,000) and there’ll only be 10 made

RECORD RUN
You’ll be dropping off the kids at 
school before any other parents in 
the Brabus 900. It’ll sprint to 60mph 
in a supercar-like 3.9 seconds, with 
a limited top speed of 168mph

turbos and thousands of 
horsepower. It’s not even 
petrol-powered. Based 
on the Smart ForTwo 
Coupe, this electric city 
concept has 200BHP and 
258lb.ft torque, and will 
hit 60 in 4.5 seconds. 
Its faux exhausts even 
light up blue when you’re 
giving it the beans.
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