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PLEASE RESPOND PROMPTLY

*Plus a total of $16.99 shipping and service charges. Please allow 2 to 4 weeks for shipment
after initial payment is received. All orders are subject to acceptance.

( )
Name (please print clearly) Telephone

Address Apt. No.

City State Zip

E Mail Address

9200 North Maryland Ave., Niles, Illinois 60714-1397

03-01881-001-D12601

❒YES!Please reserve the Sophia So Truly Real® baby 
doll as described in this announcement.

©2016 Ashton Drake Galleries, 9200 N. Maryland Ave., Niles, IL 60714 1397 03 01881 001 BIR3

You could spend hours watching Sophia sleep, “breathing” so peacefully 
and cooing softly, dreaming little baby dreams. Her “heartbeat” is so gentle, 
reminding you of this precious miracle you’ve been given, all 19 inches of her 
wrapped up in your arms. Ever since her fi rst breath, she took yours away!
 Created by artist Linda Murray, Sophia is our very FIRST So Truly Real® 
doll that “breathes,” coos and has a gentle “heartbeat!” Her RealTouch® skin
is so soft, and she’s weighted to feel like a real baby in your arms. She arrives 
in a sleeper adorned with roses...just waiting to be cuddled and loved by you!

An incredible value—satisfaction guaranteed
A one-of-a-kind by Ms. Murray can sell for thousands, but this special doll is 
only $149.99*. Or you may pay in fi ve easy installments of $29.99, complete 
with Certifi cate of Authenticity. Your satisfaction is guaranteed for one full 
year. So don’t wait—order today!

www.ashtondrake.com/sophia

Adding to her realism, Sophia is approx. 
19" long, fully poseable and weighted.

This doll is not a toy, but a fi ne collectible. 

A precious miracle in your arms!

An amazing

touch-activated 
baby doll

Feel her “breathe!”

Feel her 

“heartbeat!”
She 

coos!

Become a fan 
on Facebook
www.facebook.com/AshtonDrake
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A Season of

ere’s something about autumn
at I adore. It could be the way
nlight takes on a golden hue or
e way breezes turn chill and crisp.
could be the bountiful harvest of
mpkins and apples that spurs me
spend long hours in the kitchen,

g g , the number-one thing I love about
fall is that the leaves begin to change color.

At that moment, the world turns into a stained-glass masterpiece.
Autumn is the season when Victorian homes outshine all others. It often

brightly painted exterior draws your attention and holds it. A wrap-around
porch may tempt you to linger, but you know there’s more, much more,
waiting to be discovered inside. Once you cross the threshold of the lovingly
restored house, you’re greeted by room after room of splendor.

rugs make even the largest rooms feel cozy.

paintings, like the house in Changing Fortunes (page 58). Or they may be

The Royal Treatment (page 34), Victorian

Values, Modern Mindset (page 46) and Period Ambience (page 114).

renovated Victorian home. All of these things say, this house is loved, this
house is well-cared-for, this house is special.

Truly, every historic home is a one-of-a-kind masterpiece.

Merrie Destefano, Editor
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YES. Please reserve the “American Rose” Ladies

Watch for me as described in this announcement.

LIMITED-TIME OFFER
Reservations will be accepted on a
first-come, first-served basis.

Respond as soon as possible to
reserve your “American Rose”

Ladies Watch.

*Plus $8.98 shipping and service. Please allow 4-6 weeks for
delivery of your jewelry after we receive your initial deposit.
Sales subject to product availability and order acceptance.

9345 Milwaukee Avenue · Niles, IL 60714-1393

Signature

Mrs. Mr. Ms.
Name (Please Print Clearly)

Address

City State Zip

E-Mail (Optional)

01-19988-001-E74001

RESERVATION APPLICATION SEND NO MONEY NOW

Actual size

jewelry

�������� �	
����

the

The American Rose 
Ladies Watch

    Make each 
Moment

than the last

Wear classic American beauty at its most timeless with our exclusive 
“The American Rose” Ladies Watch. A classic precision timepiece, this 
watch has inspired by the American Beauty rose—an iconic flower that 
has inspired everything from china patterns to lipstick as well as graced the 
covers of rock albums and has been represented in movies. 
 This elegant gold-toned watch is custom crafted with a solid stainless 
steel back and stretch band that comfortably fits most wrists. To capture 
timeless beauty, the watch features fully sculpted roses in lustrous pink, each 
set with a sparkling crystal and accented with leaves enameled in green. More 
dazzling crystals frame the mother of pearl watch face. Plus, this is a timepiece 
of exceptional quality with Precision Quartz Movement, water resistance to 3 
ATM, and a full-year limited warranty and our unconditional, money-back, 
120-day guarantee.

A Remarkable Value...Not Available in Stores
This watch is a remarkable value at $79*, payable in 4 easy installments 
of just $19.75 and backed by our 120-day guarantee. Your watch is also 
backed by a full-year limited warranty against defects. It arrives in a custom 
presentation case along with a Certifi cate of Authenticity. To reserve, send 
no money now; just mail the Reservation Application. It’s only available 
from The Bradford Exchange. Don’t miss out—order today!

©2015 BGE     Printed in U.S.A.   
01-19988-001-BIwww.bradfordexchange.com/19988

Sparkling with crystal accents
and a Mother of Pearl face

Sculpted flowers in 
pink with leaves enameled in green 

capture the timeless elegance of 
the American Beauty Rose

Crafted with a stainless 
steel stretch band to 

comfortably fit most wrists

Precision Quartz Movement
�

�

�



A Swell Summer
Hi Merrie –
Just wanted to comment on how 
lovely the Summer issue of Victorian 

Homes was. I really enjoyed it!      
Good job.

Nancy Daniel

Nancy,

Thank you very much! We’re glad to hear 

you liked that issue. We’re excited to say 

that our future issues will continue to feature 

lovingly renovated Victorian homes. Some of  

our other articles will focus on expert advice, 

historic paint colors and vintage hardware. 

We hope you'll also enjoy our holiday issue, 

which will be packed with gorgeous, Gilded-

Age décor, vintage-inspired tree-trimming tips, 

an article on a Rudyard Kipling Christmas 

and much, much more.

—Editors

National Register 
Victorian Homes made a mistake in A 

Slice of  Maine. Listing on the National 
Register of  Historic Places is simply 
honorary. It does not restrict the 
homeowner in any way. Federal 
agencies are required to consider 

and those eligible for listing when 
activities might be a detriment to the 
property. Restoration by a homeowner 
to meet the Department of  the 
Interior’s Standards is probably to 
receive historic tax credits.

Sherry L. Moore
Riverton, WY

Dear Sherry,

We apologize for any mistake we made in the 

Summer 2016 article, A Slice of  Maine, 

regarding the requirements necessary to get a 

home listed on the National Register of  Historic

Places. We did not mean to imply that every 

homeowner would need to meet the Department 

of  the Interior’s standards for historic renovations

in order to be listed on the National Register of  

Historic Places. However, we do have an article 

detailing the process for getting a home listed 

on the National Register of  Historic Places, A 
Landmark Occasion, on page 18. Hopefully 

this will help any homeowners who are seeking 

guidance in that process. 

—Editors

Peeling Paint
A recent issue of  Victorian Homes showed 
several pieces of  wood furniture with 
chipped or peeling paint. Your readers 
should be reminded that many old pieces 
of  furniture—as well as both interior and 
exterior wood surfaces—were painted 
with lead-based paint. This can be very 
toxic when ingested, particularly by small 
children and pets. I suggest that you 
include an article on how to remove the 
old paint safely, and to duplicate it with 

David Messer
Royersford, PA

Dear David,

Thank you for the suggestion! This is a subject 

that we’ve been wanting to cover, so it’s good to 

know our readers are interested in it as well.

—Editors

 MAILBOX

SUBSCRIBE TOVICTORIAN HOMES: Call (866) 368-5651 or email subscriptions@engagedmediainc.com.
COMPLETE YOUR COLLECTION: To purchase back issues, call (866) 368-5651 or visit engagedmediamags.com.
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 READERS:
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following address:

Engaged Media, Inc.
Victorian Homes Mailbox

22840 Savi Ranch Pkwy., Ste. 200
Yorba Linda, CA 92887

Or e-mail: 
vhreaderletters@engagedmediainc.com. 

Please write “Mailbox” in the subject line. 
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letters and may post suitable submissions 
on our website.
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AutumnalGlory
Get your 

home ready 
for fall by 

adding a few 
historic 
details.

 By MERRIE DESTEFANO

Fresh from the Flea Market 
Give your kitchen a bit of fl ea market fl air with the Seed 
Catalog Cabinet With Drawers from Farmhouse Wares, $56.50. (866) 
567-7958 or farmhousewares.com.
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Feline 
Whimsy
Add a touch of Halloween 
cheer to your décor with 
a hand-stitched, wool felt Cat 
On Pumpkins White Star Pillow 
for $49.99 or the Boo Cat on 
Pumpkins Pillow for $25.99, from 
Traditions. (800) 538-2446 or 
christmastraditions.com.

Ocean in a 
Bottle
Bring the soothing 
aquamarine tones of sea 
glass to your parlor with the
Curry and Company Rita Table 
Lamp from Tuvalu Home, 
$530. (877) 888-2584 or 
tuvaluhome.com.

Pretty in Pink
Nothing says glamour like setting your 
dinner table with vintage wares. Antique Pink 
Hand Painted Floral Plate, set of 6, from French 
Garden House, $245.00. (714) 454-3231 or 
frenchgardenhouse.com.Open Sesame

Bring a touch of Greek Revival elegance to your home 
with the Meadows doorknob set, available in a wide variety of 
fi nishes, from Nostalgic Warehouse. Nostalgicwarehouse.com.



Dramatic 
Entrance
Add a little distressed beauty 
to your foyer with the Aged 
Black 3-Drawer Chest from Piper 
Classics, $239.99. (888) 766-7925 or 
piperclassics.com

12   Victorian Homes • victorianhomesmag.com



Victorian Etiquette
Finish up your renovation in style with 
handwritten party invitations composed on Salvage 
Style Classic Notecards. 20 cards & envelopes, from 
Ryland Peters & Small, $12.95. Rylandpeters.com.

Floor Finish
After you’ve buffed your wood 
floors and cleaned up all the dust, 
consider finishing them with a water-based 
polyurethane. Follow the manufacturer’s 
instructions. Minwax Ultimate Floor Finish 
from Minwax, $58-$65. Minwax.com.

The Heart of 
Renovation
Restoration projects are so much 
easier when you have the right tools at hand. 
Craftsman C3 19.2-Volt Lithium-Ion 3/8” Drill/
Driver Kit from Sears, $69.99. Sears.com.

The Foxhounds 
and The Horse
Relive the thrill of the restoration 
hunt with this beautiful wood plaque, 6” by 
18”, from Robin King Designs. Horse in Stable 
With Foxhounds, $50. (303) 513-5908 or 
robinkingdesigns.com.

Gilded-Age 
Splendor

Make your foyer something to write 
home about with Original Style Victorian floor 
tiles. Shown here is the Lindisfarne pattern with 

an Austen border from Original Style Group, 
$43.35 per square foot. Originalstyle.com.

Fall 2016  13   



THE MAN, THE COMPANY, AND THE WOMAN BEHIND THEM BOTH.

Tiffany History, Illuminated

BY KRIS CHRISTENSEN

PHOTOGRAPHY BY COLIN COOKE



THE MAN BEHIND THE GLASS

Occasionally, a product receives 
      such widespread popularity that the brand
          name becomes a generic description of all
similar products, regardless of the maker.

“The use of opalescent glass revolutionized the 

stained glass window industry: artisans no 
longer achieved most details by painting on 
glass, as stained glass artisans had done for 

centuries—they painted with glass.”



Choosing a Tiffany-Style Lamp
Lamps in the Tiffany style are relatively easy to find and are available at a variety of price points. However, the age-old phrase “you get what 

you pay for” rings especially true for the quality of craftsmanship in stained-glass lamps. Give the soldered joints a thorough inspection, but 
don’t be afraid if there are minor cracks in the glass. This could indicate an older piece, since glass is heated and cooled time and time again by 
the light bulb. Look for bases that are made with sturdy metals and avoid zinc or cast resin, as they are less likely to stand the test of time. 

With so many reproductions and forgeries on the market, the chances of that lovely lamp you found at your local antiques store being an 
authentic—and therefore vastly valuable—Tiffany Studio lamp are about one in a few thousand. However, there are many reproductions that 
honor the ideals of beauty and fine craftsmanship that were practiced by Tiffany Studio and will shine like a jewel in your home. Tiffany-style 
lamps look best when they are positioned in areas where natural light can illuminate the shade even when the lamp is unlit. 



THE WOMAN BEHIND THE GLASS

A NEW APPRECIATION  
FOR TIFFANY LAMPS

The Lamps of Tiffany Studios: Nature Illuminated by 

Margaret K. Hoffer with Rebecca Klassen, published 

by Skira Rizzoli, © 2016; rizzoliusa.com.

Ever the innovator, when 

Tiffany couldn’t find the 

materials to match his 

visions, he developed his 
own opalescent glass with 

rich hues and textures.

Fall 2016  17   
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1.   Make sure your property meets the eligibility criteria. 

2.   Talk to your State Historic Preservation Office.

3.   Be patient.

In its effort to recognize and preserve landmarks
        important to America’s history and culture, the 
National Register of Historic Places is always 
        looking for properties to add to its list. 

The process of getting your home listed on the 
National Register of Historic Places might seem 
intimidating, but it is ultimately a rewarding step 
toward preserving history and culture.
By REBEKAH WAHLBERG

for laces

ww 
Fall 2016  19   



restoration
honors the
classic design
of this 1850s 
Connecticut 
mansion.
 By REBEKAH WAHLBERG

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  JANE BEILES

Bringing Back
Holleywood



Helen decorated the home with furniture 
that looked like it would belong in a house 
with as much history as this one—the 
antiques help preserve the history while 
bringing in some homey comfort.

 Fall 2016  21   



Holleywood, a mansion built in the 1850s, 
sits on eight idyllic acres on the shore of Lake 
Wononscopomuc in Lakeville, Connecticut. 

Along the way, markers from 
   past renovations created 

             a timeline of history.



Helen Klein Ross, a poet and novelist, fell in love the moment she walked through 
Holleywood’s heavy front door into a hall displaying a spiral staircase “reminiscent 

A classic brick-and-clapboard
     mansion nestled on the shore of 
Lake Wononscopomuc in Lakeville, 
Connecticut, Holleywood is a piece
   of history frozen in time.

Fall 2016  23   



During the restoration, the Rosses 
discovered a fresco in the front hallway that 

was original to the house in 1850. After 
much deliberation, they painted over it but 

preserved a section for posterity.

24   Victorian Homes • victorianhomesmag.com



ABOVE FAR LEFT: The Rosses found all sorts of writing
on the walls—and even etched into windows—from
past renovations and updates. They continued the
tradition by painting the date their own restoration
started—2012.

ABOVE MIDDLE: Little pieces of history are preserved
in both the extraordinary and the mundane, including
this simple sign made in 1910 and signed by a
descendant of the original owner.

A LIVING AMERICAN RELIC
Alexander Hamilton Holley, a Connecticut 

Between Alexander Holley and the Rosses, 
Holleywood saw decades of  family history, 
from weddings to funerals and everything 

unscathed: hard living and multiple remodels 
left layers upon layers of  paint and wallpaper 
on the walls, as well as plenty of  grime on 

Fall 2016  25   
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spiral staircase from the front of  the 

of  the front rooms to create one large 

Krom Rudd (Alexander’s great-grandson) 

systems, replaced the roof  and porch, 

UNCOVERING HISTORY

in decades, and the house itself  was 
run-down and grimy, with peeling paint 

of  contractors, architects, designers, 

soon came together to revive the once-

Fall 2016  27   



The wood floor parquetry—a 
mix of white ash, mahogany 
and hemlock in the center—is 
original to the home. A matching 
mahogany dining set brings out 
the color of the wood.

28   Victorian Homes • victorianhomesmag.com



layers of  wallpaper and paint and 

the Rosses and company discovered 

caked-on dirt covered up timeless 
striped parquetry in the dining room 

and an ornate hand-painted ceiling 
and fresco original to the house in 

Along the way, markers from past 
renovations created a timeline of  

a delivery for the home’s original 

notes from past renovations marked 

“I am drawn to historic homes 

conversations of  former owners you 
can almost hear in the walls, the 
quality of  craftsmanship when houses 

The couple collected bits and pieces of history 
picked up during the cleanup and restoration 

of the mansion, including this street sign 
bearing the previous owner’s family name.

“Holleywood’s history doesn’t make it feel like 
a museum,” Helen says. “Human-scale rooms 
make it a comfortable place to live and work.”

Fall 2016  29   



TOP LEFT: The Glenwood C model stove in 
the breakfast room was part of Holleywood’s 
1915 renovation. The Rosses moved it out 
of the kitchen in favor of a more modern 
appliance. 

ABOVE LEFT: Other than adding an ensuite 
bathroom to the master bedroom, the Rosses 
didn’t change the structure of the house—to 
preserve its integrity. The bedrooms, including 
the hardwood floors, are almost exactly as 
they were when the house was built in 1853.

ABOVE RIGHT: An old iron steam radiator in 
the master bathroom is celebrated for both 
form and function—valuable heat during the 
winter, a work of art during the summer.
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solid—although the Rosses spent 
two years renovating and restoring, 

executed were to the kitchen, which 
was completely redone, and to the 

TRUE TO ITSELF

the Rosses took care when choosing 

champagnes—the moss-green wall 
color is a close match to the home’s 

vein, the Rosses used several pieces 

front doors, and they tracked down a 
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Matching brass headboards and quilted bedding reflect 
the quiet comforts of a time gone by.
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About
the 
Owners
Get to know HELEN 
and DONALD ROSS

Helen and Donald Ross bring their 
own stories to Holleywood, infusing 
its already rich history with more 
personality. They spend about half their 
time at Holleywood, and the other half 
at their Upper West Side apartment in 
New York City.

Donald is a lawyer who works on 
nonprofi t campaigns and was one of 
the original Nader’s Raiders. 

Helen is a poet and novelist who 
publishes as Helen Klein Ross. From 
her writing studio in the tower, 
she’s currently working on her next 
book, a novel about “a family secret 
investigated by descendants who 
discover a newspaper hidden in the 
walls of a powder room they are 
renovating,” she says.

Helen’s other works include What 
Was Mine, a novel about a woman who 
kidnaps an infant from a shopping cart 
and raises the child as her own; and 
Vade Mecum, a collection of poetry 
inspired by old telegrams.

Helen has also detailed Holleywood’s 
renovation journey in a blog, 
bringingbackholleywood.com.

With all the history spilling out of  the mansion, the Rosses collected an 

“New York City artist Jackie Mock collected artifacts from our stockpile 
of  discoveries uncovered in the restoration and framed them, making frames 

Wood fl oors polished to a clean 
shine provide contrast to clean, 

bright white walls. The Rosses 
matched the moss-green trim to 

paint original to the house in 1853.

“ I am drawn to historic homes 
because of the, well, history—

the conversations of former owners you can 

almost hear in the walls…”
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 The
Royal Treatment

Oakleaf hydrangeas grace the scene where 
guests park complimentary bicycles.

Discover the rich history of 
a unique Victorian seaport 
while staying in a charming 
bed and breakfast.
 By ABELLA CARROLL

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  JUMPING ROCKS PHOTOGRAPHY



Guests slow down to enjoy peace and comfort 
on the front porch of the Queen Victoria 
Building, the perfect spot for people-watching.
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Owned and operated by Doug and Anna Marie McMain, it is no 
wonder guests return time and time again. The charming couple 
brings out the heart and soul of  The Queen Victoria. 

Nestled in the heart of Cape 
May, New Jersey’s Historic 
District, the Queen Victoria Bed 
and Breakfast stands one block 
from the seashore and features 
35 beautiful rooms and suites. 

All of the 
second-floor 
rooms in the 

House of Royals 
include porches 

overlooking 
the ocean 

and views of 
nearby Victorian 

buildings. 
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“We meet thousands of wonderful, friendly guests every year, who
often return and become our friends over time,” Doug says. “If you asked
us to design a career or lifestyle, we’d be hard-pressed to come up with
anything even approaching what we’re fortunate enough to do.”

TALES AS OLD AS TIME
The Queen Victoria presents an 1876 gambling parlor and three

impeccably restored 1880s homes with accommodations adhering to
the high standards of Select Registry and Distinguished Inns of North
America. Each building has its own story.

THE QUEEN VICTORIA
The striking presence of The Queen Victoria welcomes guests and

includes an adjacent carriage house turned honeymoon suite, known

ABOVE: The most elaborately decorated room in the
inn appears in the parlor of the House of Royals. The
exquisite ceiling showcases intricate borders and four
panels indicating “Earth, Wind, Fire and Water.” The
ornate Tiger Oak buffet features carved claw feet and
stunning tiger-head corbels supporting the hutch.

ABOVE OPPOSITE: This signature photo shows The
Queen Victoria's exterior. All of the building exteriors
are painted in the Sherwin Williams Heritage Colors
“Authentic Exterior Colors for American Buildings
1820/1920” color palette. In fact, Sherwin Williams
featured the Queen Victoria Building on the cover of
its color card when it introduced that line of paints.

The oldest and most beautifully decorated of the Queen 

Victoria buildings is the House of Royals.
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as the Crown Jewel. A blend of  several styles, it includes 
Italianate Villa in the twin turret windows, an Edwardian front 
porch, and a French-inspired mansard roof, very popular in 
Cape May during the Victorian period. 

Built in 1881 by Douglas Gregory, a Delaware River pilot, 
it was constructed on the grounds of  the Columbia Hotel—
which burned down in 1878—at a cost of  roughly $7,000. 
It was purchased by Franklin Hughes on May 26, 1913, at 

Dr. Hughes raised his family in the house and operated his 
practice in one of  the front parlors until he sold the property 
in 1929. From 1929 through 1979 it functioned as a rooming 
house. During the rooming house era, the house was greatly 

rented as a guest room, including all the parlors, the dining 
room and the sitting room. In 1980 it was purchased to 
become The Queen Victoria Bed and Breakfast, and it was 
restored as close to its original condition as possible.
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TOP: This French-inspired vintage dining room set brings to life a period-appropriate environment 
for the diners.

ABOVE RIGHT: In the Lilly Langtry room, this lovely high-backed vintage Victorian chair boasts 
time-honored needlepoint, which blends beautifully with the floral wallcovering motif.

LEFT: The Parlor of the Queen Victoria includes comfy high-back Victorian reproduction settees, 
a rare find by the innkeepers. The period-appropriate gate leg table beside the turret window is 
flanked by chairs from the 1920s—a nice complement to the sitting room.
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PRINCE ALBERT HALL
Douglas Gregory built Prince Albert Hall in 1882 as an investment, and like the 

Queen Victoria Building, the Hall is located on the grounds of  the former Columbia 
Hotel. For many years, it served as a rooming house, and in 1989 it was restored to its 
current state. The rooms are all named after places in London, England. The building 

roof  deck for sunset gazing, and a front porch overlooking lush English and lavender 
gardens where afternoon high tea is served in the warmer months. 

Surrounded by Victorian elements,         
the innkeepers present a generous 
breakfast at the large table where     

many new friends are made.
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THE QUEEN’S COTTAGE
A favorite among couples, The Queen’s Cottage was built in 1888, and it was 

purchased and restored in 1988 by the founders of  The Queen Victoria. A classic 

Whitehall and Brighton rooms. For many years, The Queen’s Cottage was known as 

Dining rooms feature wallpaper from 
William Morris’s “Balmoral” pattern, 

which is a copy of the paper designed by 
William Morris for Queen Victoria in her 

Balmoral castle. 
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THE HOUSE OF ROYALS 
The oldest, most beautifully decorated building is The House of  Royals. This 

beauty’s style is Second Empire and is one of  the few remaining original Victorian 
storefronts in Cape May. Built in 1876, it is the only building that survived the 1878 

himself, or leased those spaces to others for that purpose. 

VICTORIAN ELEMENTS & ARCHITECTURE
 “Our buildings are in the very heart of  Cape May’s historic district. Hence, 

we’re subject to rigid architectural standards which preclude us from making major 
changes to them,” Doug says. “Over the last few years we have replaced all of  the 
original pine spindles on the porches of  the Queen Victoria Building, and all of  
the gingerbread, porch posts, and rails on the Prince Albert porch, also originally 
constructed of  pine, with mahogany.

renovation décor—much of  it Waverly patterns—with more period-appropriate 
papers from Bradbury & Bradbury.”

The Queen Victoria’s crown jewel, this loft 
bedroom is beautifully decorated with 
unique amenities; a two-person whirlpool 
tub and gas-Franklin stove reside opposite 
the bed (not pictured). Originally a carriage 
house, it has been transformed into a 
romantic honeymoon suite.

For many years, The 
Queen’s Cottage was 

known as “The 
Doll’s House” 
when it was a 

rooming house 
in the 1950s.
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Williams featured The Queen Victoria on the cover of  its color 
card when it introduced that line of  paints. In return for the rights 
to use the image of  the building, they donated the paint for the 
repainting of  the building in the early 1980s. 

Much of  the interior features Bradbury & Bradbury hand-

designs. The dining rooms feature the William Morris “Balmoral” 
pattern, which is a copy of  the paper designed by William Morris 

image of  the Queen Victoria so perfectly that the crown from 
the pattern was cut out, submitted to the United States Patent & 

In a world full of  fast-paced living and technological 
relationships, one only needs to visit this historical landmark to 
pause and appreciate a simpler time, enjoyable conversation and 
the grandeur of  the Queen Victoria.

ABOVE: The porches at The Queen Victoria beckon guests to 
relax and unwind.

OPPOSITE TOP: This magnificent oversized antique 
headboard graces Hampton Court, a rich and elegant room 
with Bradbury & Bradbury wallpapers from the Victorian 
Classicism collection. Roland wall fill matches the Victory 
frieze; three primary colors in the frieze were matched to 
paint the crown molding.

OPPOSITE: Many guests consider The Queen Victoria's sitting 
room the coziest room in the entire inn, with its rich custom 
upholstery and beautiful antique seating.

For more information or to make reservations, please contact:

The Queen Victoria

102 Ocean Street

Cape May, New Jersey 08204

Phone: (609) 884-8702

Website: www.queenvictoria.com

Email: stay@queenvictoria.com 
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Highlights 
of Cape May 
Events
• Celebrate Victoriana: Cape May Festivals 

in Spring and Fall
Cape May’s 600 seaside Victorian wood-framed 
buildings earned it the designation of National 
Historic Landmark City in 1976. Two annual events, 
Victorian Weekend in October and Spring Festival 
in April and May, celebrate Victorian heritage and 
architecture with tours of private homes, living 
history programs, renowned lecturers and more. 

• Cape May’s Victorian House Museum:  
The 1879 Emlen Physick Estate
Dr. Emlen Physick, Jr. received a substantial 
inheritance and moved from Philadelphia to Cape 
May, where he built a grand, 18-room Victorian 
mansion in 1879. Today it stands, lovingly restored 
and preserved and open to the public for guided 
and self-guided tours.  Attributed to Frank Furness, 
it is one of the best examples of Victorian Stick 
Style architecture in the country.

• Historic District Trolley Tours
Historic Cape May trolley tours feature 
knowledgeable guides that entertain and educate 
guests about the nation’s oldest seashore resort. 

• 1859 Cape May Lighthouse
Climb the 199 steps to the watch gallery for 
a panoramic view of the Jersey Cape and the  
Atlantic Ocean. 

• Carriage House Café & Tearoom 
Enjoy gracious, casual dining at the Carriage 
House on the grounds of the Emlen Physick Estate, 
including an afternoon tea luncheon featuring tea 
sandwiches and loose tea service. 

Victorian tours, activities and events are presented 
by the Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & 
Humanities. For more info: (609) 884-5404 or (800) 
275-4278 or visit capemaymac.org. For historic 
accommodations, contact Cape May Historic 
Accommodations at capemaylodging.com.
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The stellar carved-oak screen millwork of the foyer leads to the main staircase, and it 
adds to the rhythm and atmosphere of the home. The staircase itself is composed of 
half-balusters that complement the wainscoting in every room.

OPPOSITE: Renovator Barbara Eberlein relied heavily on wallpaper to achieve the 
Victorian look throughout the home. The vibrant-yet-subdued colors of the wallpaper 
enhance the black-and-white framed photos found in various rooms of the home.



Victorian Values, 
Modern Mindset

A couple renovates a Queen Anne home, mixing Victorian 
atmosphere and current conveniences.

By ELIZABETH T. PARDO  •  PHOTOGRAPHY BY  TOM CRANE



Barbara and her team chose specific colors, wallpapers, tiles and rugs to give 
each room a unique and elegant Victorian atmosphere. This particular room 
features a more neutral, but no less luxurious, color palette.
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The current homeowners, a married couple with a passion for the Victorian era, knew just 
where to go for the top-notch renovation they needed—Eberlein Design Consultants Ltd. 

years working with the owners of  this turn-of-the-century home, restoring it both inside and 
out. Not only did the owners fall in love with it by the end—Barbara did, too. “From start to 

Built in 1887, this two-and-a-half-story 
Queen Anne stands proudly in 

Philadelphia's Powelton Village District. 

ABOVE: Built in 1887, this two-and-a-half-story Queen Anne home resides in a historical area of Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. 
Many of the original elements of the home, including the slate shingling on the mansard roof, remain intact.
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Every room required renovation, and 
some of the rooms 

required modern upgrades as well.
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This Victorian home renovation 
would require the best of  the best. 
Barbara and her design team had 
already restored a variety of  classic 
buildings, both residential and 
institutional, so they brought a lot to 
the restoration table. Barbara and the 
homeowners’ main inspiration for this 
project was the intricate detailing on 
the outside of  the house—Barbara 
wanted to capture the rich detailing 
from the exterior and transfer that 
atmosphere to the interior. 

Every room required renovation, 
while some rooms required modern 
upgrades, as well. “Kitchens and 
baths were modernized, as this 
was a couple who loved to cook 

although modern upgrades enhanced 
the kitchens and baths of  this house, 
Barbara and her team made sure to 
adapt the Victorian elements of  the 
house accordingly. “In the library, for 
example, we were able to restore the 
mantel and adapt the beautiful details 
to create much-needed bookshelves 
and an unobtrusive, integral television 

Renovator Barbara Eberlein chose specific 
colors, wallpapers, tiles and rugs to give 
each room a unique and elegant Victorian 
atmosphere. This particular room features 
a more neutral, but no less luxurious, 
color palette.
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Here again, the wallpaper plays an integral role in tying 
together the other Victorian elements of the dining room. 

The wallpaper and the drapes provide subtle color and 
vigorous patterns to offset the almost neutral natural 

colors of the wood pieces within the room.



ABOVE: The lead- and stained-glass work featured in the back 
doorway and the tile mosaic were both still intact when Barbara 

and the homeowners began to renovate. These romanticized 
natural motifs, as well as the Greek- and Roman-inspired 

geometric motifs, add a sense of elegance and drama.

RIGHT: The wild-yet-subdued wallpaper, the dark, polished 
floorboards and the deep colors of the furniture and lamps bring 

together the most elegant elements of Victorian décor. This 
sitting room ties even seemingly mismatched pieces together 

with a dark and robust unity.

The other Victorian elements of  this home are its 
furniture. “Many of  the furnishings were family heirlooms, 
including the living room's tall case clock, dining room 

Barbara says. The furnishings that were not heirlooms were 
from Hancock & Moore, Ferrel & Mittman, and Wood 
& Hogan. Many of  the fabrics come from Old World 

Kravet, Nina Campbell Clarence House and Christopher 
Hyland. Also, the carpet in the living room is a replica of  a 
Victorian-period pattern, on a Wilton loom, and the carpet 
in the library is Wilton Carpet, from Stark.

Barbara chose encaustic 
tile with face-nailed and 
boarded oak flooring that 
highlighted the detailed 
patterns on which 
Victorian homes thrive.
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antiques, Barbara used Farrow & Ball, Benjamin Moore, Sherwin Williams and Pratt 
& Lambert paints to showcase the deep, rich color schemes of  the time period.

One of  the surprises Barbara and the homeowners found was that some of  the 
tiles and leaded- and stained-glass windows were intact. “The original leaded- and 

deeply rooted in the Victorian tradition of  rich, elaborate details and dark, bold 

in the master bedroom.
 Today, this lovely home is currently registered as a Historic Place in Philadelphia. 

Many of  the beautiful Victorian houses within this district were built in the mid- to 
late-1800s, and many of  the other houses are also registered as Historic Places.

Over the years, the home has been owned by a variety of  prominent families in 
Philadelphia, including the William H. Brown family. According to the Powelton 
Village Historical blog, Brown was the chief  engineer at the Broad Street Station. 
The house was then owned by the Lamorelle family, of  whom the patriarch, Joseph, 
was a well-known and well-respected judge. After Judge Lamorelle passed away, the 
house was transferred in the 1920s to the local Catholic Church and used as a house 
of  retreat for the Dominican Order.

Barbara and her team chose several 
different wallpapers that were deeply 
rooted in the Victorian tradition of 

rich, elaborate details 
and dark, bold colors.

One of the most modern rooms in the home, the kitchen pictured here required an 
almost complete overhaul. Barbara’s use of light-colored wood and almost nude-

colored tiles give this kitchen a homey, friendly look, which is exactly what the 
homeowners wanted, as they love to cook and entertain friends and family.
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The exuberant woodwork, featured both inside and outside of this home, showcases the 
idiosyncratic Victorian style. The porch itself, although repainted, brings together the woodwork, 
the classic Victorian-style paint and the antique porch light to give the home a cozy feel.

“From start to fi nish, this was a fi ve-year  
labor of love,” Barbara says.



From Plain 
House to 
Victorian Home
Here are THREE EASY DO-IT-
YOURSELF RENOVATION TIPS to 
make your house a Victorian Home.

PAINT IT UP
• Like Barbara and the renovation team of the 

Philadelphia home, you too can use paint to express 
your unique Victorian sense of style. For luxurious 
interiors, choose a dark, cool cream color that provides a 
neutral background for your furnishings. If neutral isn’t 
your style, try a bold, deep purple or an elegant red.

WHY NOT WALLPAPER?
• Victorians loved wallpaper, and this may be the perfect 

addition to give your house distinct turn-of-the-century 
style. Don’t skimp on the pattern play, either—Victorians 
were in love with floral, geometric and classical-themed 
Greek and Roman patterns, and you may be able to 
find the perfect fit for your space at your local home 
improvement center!

TILE STYLE
• A small and beautiful addition to your Victorian home, 

colored or patterned tile adds a sense of grandeur 
and Victorian eccentricity without having to break the 
bank. Choose tiles that have rich, deep reds and greens, 
both patterned and un-patterned, and create a unique 
backsplash in your kitchen, or an interesting showpiece 
in your front room or foyer.

Now owned by self-proclaimed Victorianophiles and 
renovated by Barbara Eberlein, the house stands as a 
testament to beautiful American craftsmanship and 
ingenuity. Proud of  the renovations on this historic home, 
Barbara is excited that the new homeowners got the best 
of  both worlds—modern renovations and classic, Victorian 

corner of  every room has a visual surprise and continues 
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s
Discover a historic estate in t
process of lavish restoration.

Changin



For nearly 200 
years, Attingham 
Park was owned by 
the Berwick family, 
whose changing 
fortunes took 
them from 
grandeur to 
bankruptcy and 
back again. 
Attingham Park, as it stands today, is in a state 
of  transition, with the interiors being restored 
to their original splendor, and the story of  the 
estate’s dramatic history being told as you stroll 
from room to room. 

shrewd businessman, a member of  Parliament 
and an investor, who commissioned the 
construction of  the Georgian mansion in 1784 
on land he’d inherited. The grand building was 
designed by Scottish architect George Steuart 
as a family home for Noel, his wife Anne and 

enveloping the earlier mansion of  Tern Hall 
by building around it and extending it in all 
directions. Upon completion, the new mansion 
was called Attingham Hall.

Attingham Park in 1789, at the age of  19. Most 
wealthy young gentlemen went traveling after 
they completed their education, and Thomas 
was no exception. He went on a Grand Tour 
of  Europe, collecting artwork and sculptures 
from Italy, which he brought back to adorn 
Attingham Hall’s beautiful rooms. However, 

out of  space. So he commissioned architect John 
Nash to build a new picture gallery and library, 
where he could display more paintings and store 
his growing collection of  books. 

The table in the darkened Dining Room is 
laid out for an Ambassador’s Dinner in the 
1930s. A French porcelain dessert service 
shimmers in the candlelight while the 
silverware refl ects the warm glow. 
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Important paintings, many 
brought back from Italy by the 
third Lord Berwick, line the walls 
of the Picture Gallery. 
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THE DOWNWARD SPIRAL
In 1812, at the age of  41, Thomas married Sophia 

Dubochet, a 17-year-old courtesan. The twosome 
delighted in spending money, and they frittered away 
Thomas’ inheritance on extravagant purchases, 

bankruptcy auctions took place at Attingham Park, and 
the servants were dismissed. In 1829, a second bankruptcy 

Thomas died in 1832 and his younger brother, William, 

Park. He was a member of  Parliament, like his father, and 
when he’d heard about his brother’s bankruptcy auctions, 
he had rushed back from Italy—where he worked as a 
diplomat—to buy some of  the family portraits. From the 
time of  the auctions until Thomas’ death, he leased the 

house with his own collection of  Italian furniture, artwork 
and other treasures. Today, the interiors of  Attingham 

children with his Italian mistress, however, so his children 
couldn’t inherit Attingham Park. 

Upon William’s death, the estate passed to his younger 

quiet cleric and a rector. He enjoyed hunting, shooting, 

life, he was described as ‘idle and extravagant’ by his elder 
brother Thomas—the bankrupt one.

businessman who modernized the agricultural practices 
on the estate, cleared Attingham’s debts and undertook 

extensive work on the mansion, demolishing what 
remained of  Tern Hall, the original family home. He sold 
some land to fund the repair work and restoration, which 
secured Attingham Park’s survival long after his death.

However, by the time the last private owners, the eighth 

early 20th century, the mansion was in a poor state of  
repair. From 1903 onward, the mansion had been rented 
to wealthy tenants, who had installed modern kitchens and 
laundry facilities, electricity, central heating and plumbing. 
However, they’d also let the staterooms get very shabby. 

Fall 2016  61   



62   Victorian Homes • victorianhomesmag.com



THE PASSION FOR 
RESTORATION

Thomas and Teresa, occupied a few 
rooms on the east side during World 
War II, while Attingham Park was used 
as a girl’s school, then as a base for the 
Women’s Auxiliary Air Force. When the 
war ended, the couple set about restoring 
Attingham Park the best that they could 
with their limited means. Since Thomas 
had a passion for French decorative 
arts, he bought paintings, sculptures, 
furniture and carpets for Attingham Hall, 
mortgaging the estate to pay for them. 

handed the whole estate over to the care 
of  the National Trust. It includes 400 
acres of  parkland, 300 acres of  woodland 
and a number of  tenanted farms.

Attingham Hall became an Adult 
Education College between 1948 and 
1971, and then opened to the public in 
the 1970s. However, by the year 2000, 
Attingham was described as “forbidding, 

National Trust launched a restoration 
project, called “Attingham Re-discovered,” 
with an ongoing series of  projects to 
restore the historic interiors. 

THE RESTORED ROOMS
John Nash originally created a 

Regency-style picture gallery with a lush 
red carpet, but in 1994 a blue carpet was 

“Attingham Re-discovered” was to replace 
the blue carpet with an exact replica 
of  the original 19th-century carpet. It 
took four years of  research, trials and 

The Drawing Room was designed to contrast with 
the gray coloring of the Entrance Hall. The gilded 
plasterwork and light from the mirrors would have 
created an ambience of glamour and light. 
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consultation to agree upon the details, and the carpet was eventually created by a 

The Entrance Hall had doorways into the Drawing Room and the Dining Room. 

The Dining Room was always intended to make an impression, and to be seen in 
an evening setting. Dinner was a very formal event, with an army of  servants serving 
the family and their guests. The Entrance Hall next door may have been used as a 
temporary servery, because the kitchen was quite a long way away and would have 
presented something of  a challenge.

The estate’s walled garden would have provided much of  the food for the evening 
feast. The foods would have included fresh fruits, biscuits, blancmange and creams. 
Pineapples were a symbol of  wealth and hospitality, and could be purchased by those 
who didn’t have the facilities to grow their own. Some of  the desserts on display were 
inspired by designs in The Italian Confectioner by G.A. Jarrin, with shapes modeled in 
sugar paste and marzipan.

it was the largest. It was laid out to show the ladies’ talents: conversation, music 
and crafts. Perhaps surprisingly, the choice of  décor was decided by the gentlemen. 
Thomas brought the paintings and sculptures displayed here back from his Grand 
Tour of  Europe. They would have impressed visitors and provided talking points. 

The octagonal letterbox, beside the column 
in the Entrance Hall, is mahogany with 
an acorn finial. These were fashionable in 
Victorian England as a collection point for 
the household’s outgoing post.

John Nash originally 
created a Regency- 

style Picture Gallery 
with a lush red carpet, 

but in 1994 a 
blue carpet was 
laid in its place. 

Fall 2016  65   



an earlier salmon color scheme.
In the Sultana Room, the decorative theme was romance, inspired by the 

fashionable Turkish style, and epitomized by the ‘sultane’—a long couch in the 
alcove. The bold colors and drapes give this room an Eastern feel. 

Unfortunately, the Spiral Staircase is only open to the public on special occasions, 

With copper pans, jelly molds       
and period cookware, the kitchen 

shows off the practicalities of 
Victorian domestic life. 
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Victorian 
Design 
Attingham Park is an excellent 
example of Victorian interior 
design fashions. The rich color 
schemes, patterned carpets, ornate 
ceilings, exquisite craftsmanship, 
grand fireplaces and gilded 
plasterwork are all complemented 
by beautiful furniture, chandeliers, 
portraits, musical instruments and 
card tables from the era.

When they were built, Victorian 
houses usually had a fireplace 
in every room. They were the 
focal point, often topped by 
ornate overmantels or treasured 
portraits. The fireplaces would be 
surrounded by period furniture, 
enabling the occupants to sit close 
by and enjoy the warmth of the 
open fire. Other items of furniture 
would be brought in, for practical 
purposes but also to enhance and 
complement the decorative scheme 
of each room. When central 
heating became commonplace, 
fireplaces were often removed, but 
most of the rooms in Attingham 
Hall still have fireplaces.

To recreate a Victorian Home of 
your own, take inspiration from the 
fabulous period hearths available, 
overmantels, ornamentation, 
drapes and light fittings. Seek 
out period furniture and other 
decorative items that will help you 
get the feel you want to achieve.

Spiral Staircase leads to private tenanted apartments.

numbers peaked during Thomas’ lavish time at the house. The servants’ employment 

their work, such as fat, drippings or empty wine bottles, to top-up their wages.
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If your home has natural 
antique features, such 
as these stained-glass 

windows, be sure to 
incorporate them into 
your design and make 

them a focal point. 

Tips on howto create vignettes that
any Victorianwould admire.
 By SARA BRIO  •  PHOTOGRAPHY BY  LAUREN BAMFORD

Com

  A Perfect



Lynn uses more than one picture frame in showcasing 
this fl oral print to achieve a quirky, antique charm.

 Fall 2016  69   



You can never have too many cushions when it comes to creating a comfortable, 
Victorian vignette, particularly if those pillows work together to create a fun and 

cozy atmosphere through a variety of prints, colors and textures.



A particular style of architecture or a certain color scheme?
While true Victorian style is certainly a blend of all of

cherishing the little things that you handpick to create that
19th-century feel of home and comfort. Few understand
this idea better than Lynn Clay, whose mastery of all
things Victoriana shines through her beautiful vignettes

Australia-based homeware and clothes stores: Patchwork
on Central in East Malvern and Scarlet Jones in Hawthorn.
Her unique combinations of antiques, fabric blends, color
pops and ambience show how each of us can achieve the
perfectly personalized Victorian style.

STYLISTIC SIMPLICITY
Lynn’s Victorian vignettes are packed full of character

and taste, and one of the key ways she achieves her unique
looks is through the strategic use of simplicity. Each of the
individual spaces in this house Lynn designed has a unique
purpose, and each one features a distinctive composition of
colors, pieces and textures. However, none of the individual
spaces are themselves overwhelmed by or cluttered with
knickknacks or color combinations.

The corner vignette is an excellent example of Lynn’s
design tactics. Although there is a fair amount of space
in the corner, Lynn uses that space to her advantage and
incorporates it into the style of the area. She maximizes
the corner by making a yellowish-gold armchair the focal

What is Victorian
style? Is it an
overarching
theme that runs
throughout an
entire home?

RIGHT: Lynn played off of the rich tones of the carpeting in her 
design to weave together this fun, quirky vignette. 

RIGHT BELOW: These antique trunks and trophies blend 
together to create a personal feeling of home.

Fall 2016  71   



72   Victorian Homes • victorianhomesmag.com



Finding the perfect blend of
Victorian style is also about

finding those signature
pieces that add a definitive

splash of unique
ambience to your home.

OPPOSTE: This beautiful striped fabric creates a great contrast to the 
black-and-white-tiled floor.

ABOVE LEFT: Have a favorite collection of vintage items like pictures, 
miniatures, jars, vases or books? Try placing them all together for a 
distinctive vignette.

ABOVE RIGHT: Lynn uses black, white and light blue to draw attention 
down to the bright focal point of the printed rug in this sofa vignette.

LEFT: This cozy armchair was given a Victorian revamp through the 
addition of a throw blanket and fun, printed cushion.
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point, which picks up the colors found in 
the shoes and vintage golf  caddy next to it. 
The dark undertones of  the chair’s beautiful 
clawed feet echo in the quirky bag hanging 
on the coat rack, as well as the rich color of  

Although these pieces work well together, 
the real beauty of  the space shows in the 
use of  light and blank space to weave the 
look into a coalesced vignette. The bright 
white of  the wall acts as its own pop of  
color and allows the eye to travel seamlessly 
from the chair to the decorative items. 
Lynn’s simplistic design leaves room for the 
imagination to create a story of  a Victorian 
gentleman just returned from a day spent 
on the golf  course, and who rests in a 
comfortable armchair as he removes his 
infamous yellow shoes. 

Painting these kitchen cabinets gray 
helps them blend with the bright tiled 

floor and yellow island.



This stylistic simplicity is also achieved in 
the bike vignette. By embracing the orange 
undertones of  the carpet and pairing 
them with a bright orange bicycle and 
a peppy orange print on the wall, Lynn 
turns what could be a very boring white 
wall into a canvas on which she displays 
her simplistic brilliance. The angling of  
the bicycle blends perfectly into the jaunty 
walk of  the man in the picture frame. 
The use of  a bicycle is also a distinctive 
way to gesture towards the Victorian era; 

found its best expression as a means of  
fashionable transportation in the hands of  
the Victorians. 

EMBRACING HISTORY
This addition of  historical decorative 

elements is another way that Lynn has 
achieved the perfect Victorian vignette. 
The bookcase grouping features a medical 
tin emblazoned with a red cross. The 

the height of  the Victorian era. Featuring 
an item like this allows the history of  the 
Victorian era to be given new life and a 
place of  honor in your home. 

Lynn modernizes Victorian history in 

Towers of  varying sizes and styles on the 
right-hand side of  the mantel. The tallest 
tower furthest to the right anchors the 
ensemble and pairs well with the black-
and-white photo in the center. This is 
another nod to Victorian times, as the 

Featuring historical touches in your 
aesthetic vignettes is an ideal way to pay 
homage to the era that inspired such style. 
They both create conversation pieces 
and personalize your favorite spaces with 
elegant touches that are more than just 
pretty trinkets. Don’t be afraid to mix and match mediums to carry through a 

pop of color, as Lynn did with this bright cushion, antique yellow 
bookcase, and a gray-and-yellow print in her living room vignette.

Embracing historical significance, creating 
a story with your décor, and blending 

modern and vintage are all helpful ideas to 

consider in achieving the perfect Victorian style.
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A SPLASH OF AMBIENCE

In the sofa vignette, the beautiful cream of  the sofa and the subdued tones of  the 

a splash of  ambience to the couch in the living room. Sometimes a daring look like 
this involves embracing opposites. Using black-and-white tiles in multiple rooms of  
this house, Lynn achieves a bold design by experimenting with size and pattern. The 
bathroom tile is smaller, with an intricate border to highlight the rustic, claw-foot
bathtub, which would have been the focal point of a Victorian washroom. In the
kitchen, a large, checkerboard-tiled pattern is used as a bold backdrop for the bright

MAKING VICTORIAN VIGNETTES YOUR OWN
Whether you are incorporating family heirlooms into an existing design, starting

from scratch at an antiques store or planning your perfect Victorian remodel, the

all helpful ideas to consider when achieving the perfect Victorian style, but the true
embodiment of Victoriana comes from creating a comfortable, unique space that
brings together your favorite Victorian pieces and creates a home all your own.

ABOVE LEFT: Vintage Victorian 
photographs are an easy and versatile 
way to add character and a sense of home 
to any vignette. 

ABOVE RIGHT: Try placing your favorite 
antique items in a combination that tells 
its own unique story.

Featuring historical 
touches in your 

aesthetic vignettes 
is an ideal way to 

pay homage to the 
era that inspired 

such style.
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This claw-foot bathtub and antique 
chair would have been the envy of 
a decadent Victorian bathroom.



This Greek Revival home in the heart of Georgia 
embodies tradition in more ways than one.

 By BETHANY HARBISON

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  TODD STONE

Hospitality
Southern 

Built in 1917, the Brannens’ Greek Revival-style home is situated on 
two acres in Bainbridge, Georgia. “It used to be on the outskirts of 
town,” owner Ann says, “but it’s really more like the center now.”
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Guests slow down to enjoy peace and comfort 
on the front porch of the Queen Victoria 
Building, the perfect spot for people-watching.

But in early 2015, that is exactly what happened. All it took to change his mind was the 
right house with the right story.

Nestled among a cluster of  homes that have belonged to the same local families for 
generations, the Brannens’ Greek Revival-style house was built in 1917 by Ann’s great-
grandparents, Mr. and Mrs. John Middleton Simmons. For the better part of  the last 
century, the home has been passed down through the family. In the 1990s, Ann’s cousins 
sold the house to family friends, who lived there for over a decade before putting the house 
on the market. When it went unsold for four years, the house began to call to Ann and Hal.

Much to Ann’s surprise, buying the old house was Hal’s idea. “He came home and 
mentioned, ‘I think you might need to consider it,’ out of  the blue,” Ann says. Not only that, 
but once they moved in, he threw himself  hands-on and wholeheartedly into the project of  
renovating the house to make it their dream home.

There was one thing that Ann Brannen’s 
      husband Hal never wanted: to live 
        in an old home that needed updating. 
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Ann’s two priorities for the renovation were to 
preserve the house’s history even as they updated it, 
and, more importantly, to make it warm and inviting.

“I wanted people to feel completely welcome and 
at ease when they come into the home,” Ann says. 
“I consider my taste to be simple and serene, so the 
colors are very soft. It’s very comfortable. People tell 
me when they come here how much they enjoy it. 
They say it feels like home.”

To that end, Ann collaborated largely with family on 
the project (her husband and son are gifted handymen, 
while her daughter and her mother have an eye for 
décor), but also with a design-minded friend, Christy 
McCoy; local contractor Bryan Davis; and J. Emory 
Johnson Interior Design. 

already been updated by various previous owners. 

RIGHT: Adjacent to the dining room is an airy 
sunroom, converted from a porch by previous 

owners. Ann wanted this room to feel a little more 
modern but still traditional, using new furniture built 

from old wood, purchased from H&H Furniture.
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Ann’s two priorities for the 
renovation were to preserve 
the house’s history even as 
         they updated it, and, 
more importantly, 
    to make it warm 
and inviting.

The family friends who owned the home before Ann and Hal renovated the kitchen, converting it from the simplest 
room in the house to the most modern-feeling room. They painted over the wood paneling of the cabinets and 
island, added granite countertops and put in a granite-and-slate floor. The kitchen was designed by Gina Bell.
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The centerpiece of the dining room is an old farm table from 
H&H Furniture in Tallahassee, Florida. Reupholstery of the 

antique chairs and design of the drapes was done by J. Emory 
Johnson Interior Design, while the portraits on the walls are of 

Ann’s great-grandparents, the home’s original owners.
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Do It 
Yourself
Thinking of renovating 
an old home yourself? 
Ann off ers her TOP 
SUGGESTIONS before 
you begin.

Have it professionally inspected. “This 
was extremely helpful. We had a very 
detailed, top-to-bottom inspection 
done. It helped us think long and hard 
about what would have to be done 
so we knew what mountain we were 
about to climb.”

• Seek advice from 
homeowners who have gone 
before. “We talked to other 
people who had done this kind of 
project and learned from them and 
got lots of recommendations. It 
sure does help to have insight from 
someone who really, truly knows
what’s going on.”

• Expect the unexpected.
“You’ve got to be very flexible.
You’ve got to be ready for things
like waking up to painters right
outside your window. I think it’s
important to plan as much as you
can, but to be very flexible, and to
stay in really good communication
with the people with whom you’re
working. There will always be a few
unexpected things, but you have
to just roll with it. You might have
to wait on some things, and that’s
okay, too.”

• Stay on top of maintenance.
“It’s so important to keep things
maintained ... Especially with an
old house, there are always things
where it’s just a matter of time
before they fall apart and you have
to replace them. But if you just keep
thinking about it and keep an eye
on it, you can be prepared.”

Most notably, the kitchen had been transformed from a basic working space into a
striking gathering area. All new cabinets were installed, granite countertops added,

The layout remains unchanged, however, so while the kitchen is by far the most
contemporary-feeling room in the house, it still retains its old-fashioned charm.

Additionally, in the place of an outdoor porch, Ann’s grandparents built a
bright, airy sunroom. Like the kitchen, this is one of the more modern rooms, with

Southern summers.

in what used to be a breakfast nook, an antique mantel that had belonged to relatives
of the most recent owners. Ann loves the thoughtful marks each homeowner has left
on the house, and she opted to preserve them, rather than replace them.

That’s hardly to say that the Brannens left the house untouched, however.
They replaced the roof and driveway, cleared the yard, gutted the basement, fully
repainted both the interior and the aluminum siding exterior, and converted one

A onetime breakfast nook is now a cozy sitting area where Ann and Hal enjoy their 
morning coffee. Ann describes this area as one of the more masculine areas of the house, 
with a painting and branches in vases serving as a nod to the family’s interest in hunting. 
The fi replace has been updated twice by previous owners: Ann’s cousins added tile, and 
the most recent tenants installed an antique mantel acquired from their relatives.
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The master bedroom is mostly 
in its original state, with breezy, 

plantation-shuttered windows 
and oak flooring. The Brannens 

built in a closet and installed 
an electric heating unit in the 

formerly wood-burning fireplace.

upstairs bedroom into a den and the carriage house out 
back into a workshop for Hal. The most unexpectedly time-
consuming project was gutting the master bathroom, but for 
good reason: like the rest of  the house, it was much more well-
built than the modern houses the contractor was accustomed 
to taking on as projects.

“Everyone who works on the house tells me, ‘They don’t 
make ‘em like this anymore!’” Ann says with a laugh.

Ann considers one of  the most peaceful rooms in the house. 

walls keep it from feeling harsh or stark. The tub is a curved, 
contemporary design from Signature Hardware, and the 

practical, future-minded thinking.

As much as Ann thinks of  the future, though, she also was 
careful to preserve bits of  the past, primarily through pieces 
of  furniture that either have been part of  the house since 
her great-grandparents built it, or pieces that were inherited 
by family members who graciously returned them. There’s 
a simple but elegant rolltop desk in the foyer, for example, 
and a mahogany etagere chair in the parlor. Thanks to 
these thoughtful touches, the combination of  old and new 
throughout the house is utterly seamless.

This is an aesthetic sensibility Ann shares with her great-
grandmother. “My cousin told me that my great-grandmother, 
when she was decorating the house, always said, ‘I don’t want 
this house to be full of  a bunch of  old antiques! I want new 
furniture too.’” Ann says. “‘This is exactly what [your great-
grandmother] would have done,’ my cousin said.’”
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The master bathroom was 
the only project that was 

unexpectedly challenging, 
taking three days to gut 
rather than the planned 
single day, thanks to the 

exceedingly well-built walls. 
The work was worth it, Ann 

says, for the peaceful end 
result, featuring clean lines, 

walls painted a soft “greige” 
(Revere Pewter by Benjamin 

Moore) and an elegant, 
contemporary-looking tub 

by Signature Hardware.

Perhaps the most meaningful room in the house is the dining 
room. It comes as no surprise that the Brannens are extremely 
family-focused, and the dining room will often serve as the 

regard. Because he recently passed away after years of  battling 
Alzheimer’s, the dining room renovation was a particularly 
special project for Ann and her mother.

“Family was so important to [my father],” Ann says. 
“Making things look nice was important to him. That’s just the 

‘open arms’ kind of  man.”
Framed by striped window treatments, the centerpiece 

in Tallahassee, Florida. It’s surrounded by old chairs that were 

reupholstered by J. Emory Johnson Interior Design, and rests 
on a rug from Big Oak Tree Rug Gallery in Thomasville, 
Georgia. From their painted portraits on the walls, the home’s 

around the table for home-cooked meals, laughter and 
conversation. 

Without a doubt, it’s a room Ann’s father would be proud of, 
and it epitomizes why the house means so much to her

“What I love about the house the most,” Ann says, “would 
just be that it’s a gathering place for family and friends. It’s 
got plenty of  room for family, with plenty of  space for old 
memories to be shared and new memories to be made.” 
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Discover the inn that helped inspire Edith
Wharton towrite The Age of Innocence.

 By GRETA BORIS  •  PHOTOGRAPHY BY  JUMPING ROCKS PHOTOGRAPHY

in the Berkshires



The living room, lovely in blue linen, features 
both an antique carousel horse (c. 1940) and 
Stan Rosen’s prize Steinway. The 1929 grand 
piano was a wedding present from his great 
grandfather to his grandmother, the Grand Dame 
of the Macon classical music scene in her day.
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It’s rich in natural beauty, boasts a pleasant summer 
climate and is less than a three-hour drive from both 
New York and Boston. Add to that a wealth of  art, 
theatre, music and historic sites, and you have a 
world-class destination. 

In the late 1800s and early 1900s, known as the 
Berkshires’ Gilded Age, some of  the wealthiest East 
Coast families—Vanderbilt, Morgan, Carnegie, 
Westinghouse, Wharton, just to name a few—
commissioned architects to build summer cottages 

in the area. The Berkshire Cottages were in fact 
mansions, many of  which can be visited today. 

THE PRELUDE
Marble mason John Struthers—most famous for 

supplying a new sarcophagus for the remains of  
George Washington at Mount Vernon, Virginia—
built what is now Hampton Terrace Inn in 1897. 
The mansion originally had 11 bedrooms, two 
bathrooms and a stable. 

Massachusetts’ Berkshire Mountain region has 
been a vacation haven for over 100 years. 

The Berkshire Cottages were in 
fact mansions, many of which 

can be visited today. 
The Hampton Terrace Inn, with its graceful 
curving drive and tasteful architecture, is as 
welcoming today as it must have been to the 
Struthers family over 100 years ago.
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The Great Depression ended the Berkshires’ 
Gilded Age. Most of  the area’s mansions were 
abandoned, with others sold and turned into resorts 
or schools. Tanglewood, the Tappen family estate, 

They accepted, and the now-famous Tanglewood 
summer concerts began. This was good news 
for Hampton Terrace, only a mile from the 
Tanglewood gates. It was transformed into an inn 
in 1937 and has operated as such either seasonally 
or year-round ever since. Music and musicians 
helped launch its harmonious beginning and 
continue to “play” a part in its success.

THE OVERTURE  
Stan Rosen, a concert promoter from 

Georgia, and his wife, Susan, moved to Lenox, 
Massachusetts, to take a new job. His project 
relocated after two years, but Stan, Susan and their 
four children had fallen in love with the Berkshires. 

The Rosens hadn’t planned to become 
innkeepers, but when Hampton Terrace came on 
the market, they jumped into the adventure—and 
it was a hard landing. At the close of  escrow they 

summer guests. 

According to the 
Hampton Inn 
website: “Edith 
Wharton lived 
next door to the 
Struthers for three 
years and down 
the street for 10 
more. Mrs. Struthers 
was prominently 
featured in 
Wharton’s book, 
The Age of 
Innocence.”
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Hampton Terrace had only received guests during 
the Tanglewood concert season. Because it was a 
part-time establishment, the owners never had to 
implement the ever-growing list of  building code 
requirements imposed on inns and hotels. The 
Rosens planned to operate year-round. 

the abandoned carriage house to create six more 
guest rooms. One of  the early owners of  Hampton 
Terrace was Robert Bonner, founder of  The New York 
Ledger—an original copy of  which can be seen in the 
Bonner room in the main house. Bonner collected 
world-champion racehorses during a time when horse 
racing was one of  the biggest pastimes in America. 
Each of  the six guest rooms was named for one of   
his horses. 

THE SHOWSTOPPER
The next winter the family was occupied with 

bringing the main house up to code. It needed new 

all unseen but expensive upgrades. While these 
improvements were being made, Susan Rosen—        

When the family purchased the home, the 
entryway was baby blue, the living room Wedgewood 
blue, and the dining room gunmetal gray. The palette 
was much too subdued for Susan’s tastes. Years earlier 
she had been inspired by a postcard she’d picked up 
at England’s Brighton Beach. It depicted a long-gone 

primary colors. 
With postcard in hand, she chose bold hues for 

the common areas of  Hampton Terrace. The foyer 
became bright yellow, the dining room deep red and 
the bar emerald green. Only the living room retained 
its original color because the Wedgewood was painted 
on a fragile linen backdrop. 

In 2005, the Rosens added a third building to 
the property that included three king suites. At the 
same time, an outdoor pool was installed. The new 
suites have all the comforts of  a modern resort—
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The Great Depression ended the 

Berkshires’ Gilded Age. Most of the 
mansions were abandoned, 
with others sold and turned 

into resorts or schools.



The Rosens hadn’t planned to 
become innkeepers, but when 
Hampton Terrace came on the market, 
they jumped into the adventure.

92   Victorian Homes • victorianhomesmag.com



Fall 2016  93   



Noteworthy 
Guests

Many well-known musicians have made 
Hampton Terrace Inn their home-away-from-home 
while performing in the Berkshires. They may be 
attracted to the area by the cultural community, 
but Stan Rosen credits his antique Steinway as the 
Inn’s draw. 

John Williams is one of the most successful 
orchestral composers alive today with five 
Academy Awards, 17 Grammys and three Golden 
Globes, along with many other honors. He enjoyed 
playing Stan’s piano so much that he left a note of 
thanks on its lid. 

Alan Menken, a musical theatre and film 
composer known for crafting many classic Disney 
songs, also left Stan a thank-you note. A party was 
held at the Inn after a fundraising performance at 
the local Shakespeare & Company Center. Alan, 
in town for the event, was urged by the crowd to 
play a song or two. When he began to tickle the 
ivories, the room, comprised primarily of actors 
and singers, erupted into song. 45 minutes later, 
after one of the most professional, impromptu 
sing-alongs on the planet, the party was over. 

architectural and furnishing choices were 

elegance of  the main house. Each room is 
titled for one of  the Rosens’ grandmothers 
and contains interesting anecdotes about     
its namesake. 

The famous James Taylor, a longtime 
Lenox resident, tells us in song that his 
Berkshire home is dreamlike in winter “on 

with the music of  Tanglewood. Whatever 
the season, a stay at The Hampton Terrace 
Inn promises a melodious blend of  history, 
comfort and charm. 

Hampton Terrace Bed and Breakfast Inn, 
91 Walker Street, Lenox, MA, 01240. 
Phone: (413) 637-1773.
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Period-inspired furnishings, four-poster 
beds, crown moldings and vintage-
looking fabrics help the bedrooms and 
bathrooms stay in concert with the 
rest of Hampton Terrace Inn. 



Plunge, full steam ahead, into the life
and works of the Victorian era’s most
prolific Gothic architect.
By MARIA BARUXIS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY  GAVIN STAMP AND ADAM WOOLFIT

Goth for 

Though Gothic style is 

primarily associated with 

churches and cathedrals,  

      Scott dismissed 
the idea that it 
was exclusively
      ecclesiastical.



Committed to preserving neglected medieval
structures interspersed throughout England, Sir
George Gilbert Scott completed 427 restorations out
of the 879 total projects he tackled over his lifetime.
These restorations were for the most part considered
“scholarly and well judged,” but many of Scott's
contemporaries perceived his work either too heavy

modern comfort.
One of the architect’s most outspoken critics

was William Morris, a well-known medievalist and
advocate for authenticity, who even went so far as
to obituarize Scott as “the happily dead dog” upon
his passing in 1878. This vitriol was rather unfair,
especially since there were a mere seven instances
in which Scott removed genuine old stone windows.

principles, but also shows that he was subject to much
undue blame for the mistakes of other restorationists.
Despite such scapegoating, it can be argued that no
one was more devoted to or successful at resuscitating
the Middle Ages' structural romance than Scott.

GOLDEN AGE ALTERNATIVE
The Victorian era saw the rapid rise of

commerce and industrialization, which necessitated
the construction of factories. This culturally
transformative shift toward capitalism and machine-
based production all but guaranteed the formation
of a countermovement. Thus the Romantic period
was born. Its focus on beauty, sublimity and nostalgia
sparked the Gothic Revivalism that originated in the
late 18th century and was later popularized in the
19th century.

Purveyors of neo-Gothic declared medieval
architecture the new golden age, citing its
craftsmanship and infusion of Christian values as
superior to the neoclassical, pagan-based style also
prevalent at the time. Perhaps due to the clergical

tied to the Gothic rather than the classical. In his
original designs he continued the traditions of Gothic
style, implementing pointed arches, vaulted ceilings,

patterns galore.

In Gavin Stamp’s biography Gothic for the Steam
Age, we are given a gorgeous, illuminating view
of a Victorian architect and his work.

The St James’s Park front of Scott’s Gothic design for the Foreign Offi ce, shown in a woodcut from The Builder, 1859.
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A man of architectural dogma, Scott still found room
to develop some signature elements of his own. For
example, as one of his most distinctive departures from
customary Gothic church designs, he chose to fashion
his aisles with transverse gables rather than a lean-to
roof. Regarded as “a pioneer in the use of multicolored
materials,” he employed diapering on the exteriors of
his workhouses. He also occasionally gave in to current
architectural fashion by constructing his churches with
an apse instead of a square east end. As a result, his work
remains undeniably beautiful and solid in both concept
and execution: “Scott’s architecture had the merit of
being a thoroughly national revival of the Gothic style."

DOMESTICALLY GOTHIC
Though Gothic style is primarily associated with

churches and cathedrals, Scott dismissed the idea that
it was exclusively ecclesiastical. As Stamp notes: “Scott
insisted that Gothic was capable of ‘development,’ that

building technologies, like iron construction and plate
glass, and was also not bound by the use of the pointed
arch.” Bearing this encouragement in mind (and in

the dramatic characteristics of Gothic Revivalism into
your own home.

To deploy Gothic style successfully, note that earthy

mainstay for all Victorian styles, but even more so for the
Victorian Gothic. Be sure to incorporate these elements
throughout your home along with heavy crown moldings,
carvings and ceiling treatments. These details will give
your home the textured, castle-like feel you desire. For

restorations or designs you implement, you’re sure to
make Scott proud as you reinvigorate your home in his
beloved Gothic style.

Gothic for the Steam Age 
by Gavin Stamp, published 
by Aurum Press, © 2015; 

aurumpress.co.uk.

The Midland Grand Hotel at St. Pancras 
Station, which opened in 1868.
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Sir Scott’s
Spots
Be sure to check out these
GORGEOUS MONUMENTS by
Sir George Gilbert Scott on your
next London vacation.

1. St. Pancras London Renaissance Hotel.
Though the Victorians loathed it, the Midlands
Hotel at St. Pancras Station (fully restored and
reopened as St. Pancras London Renaissance
Hotel) is a treasure for a new generation. A
place where “beauty wins,” it’s been described
as “glorious” and “unique” with “a skyline
of sheer poetry.” Here you can soak up the
murals on the old staircase that “throb with
color,” witness the arches that “leap across
corridors” and take pleasure in gilt that “drips
from vaulting.”

2. Prince Consort National Memorial. Also
known as the Albert Memorial, this fabulously
ornate Gothic work was commissioned by
Queen Victoria in remembrance of her beloved
husband. Situated in Kensington Gardens, it
stands as a breathtaking example of high-
Victorian Gothic style and a noble contribution
to the Victorian “culture of mourning.” A
composite of rich materials and concepts of
grandeur, Scott took classical architectural
elements and gave them the medieval
treatment. The memorial was well received and
Scott was knighted for his efforts.

3. Government Offices (Foreign and
India Offices). In a twist of light irony, one
of Scott’s least Gothic works is perhaps his
most celebrated. After winning a government-
sponsored contest for the design of the new
Foreign Offices, his thoroughly Gothic plans
were rejected when a new government took
office. Eventually, at the strict insistence of
the new prime minister, Scott acquiesced to
redrawing his plans in neo-Byzantine style.
However much it pained him to do it, Scott’s
building is a delight for all of us to behold.
In Stamp’s view, “Scott may have fought
hard for Gothic, but his Classical building is
nevertheless a distinguished and sophisticated
design of some originality.”

Shown is a portion of the Prince Consort National Memorial, honoring Queen 
Victoria’s late husband, Albert. The memorial was constructed between 1864-1872.

The frontispiece, drawn by A.W.N. Pugin, of Views of the Church of St. Mary 
at Stafford by the late John Masfen, published in 1852.
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Historic
Home Improvement

Follow in the footsteps of a renovation 
expert and learn a few tips for restoring and 

improving a historic home.
 By DANI NEILEY • PHOTOGRAPHY BY MICHAEL W. LITCHFIELD AND KEN GUTMAKER
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Although it might be a lifelong dream of  yours to own a 
Victorian-era home, decades of  wear and tear can wreak havo
on a house’s structure and foundation, to the point where 
improvement is necessary.

If  you’re unsure how to go about improving your home, 
Renovation tells yo

which saw blade to use, the size and spacing of  nails, when to
tear out and when to make do, and how to lay out and prep a

The tome is the result of  four decades’ worth of  work, and
as the fourth edition of  his comprehensive guide to completin
successful renovation projects, the author teaches you the basi
of  tiling, carpentry, replacing windows and many other projec

TYPICAL PROJECTS  

a pattern exists among historical homes. According to the 
website Realtor.com, these are the top three issues present in 

Because electrical wiring is one of  the trickiest personal 

readers to carefully pay attention to instructions and always 

local building authorities to make sure regulations allow you 
to do your own work and that you are conforming to code 
requirements,” the author says. 

easier to handle. Plumbing systems have changed greatly 

“Every house has 
stories to tell,” Michael
W. Litchfi eld remarks in his 
book, Renovation. Sometimes 
the story just needs a little 
sprucing up—especially if 
you’re a historic home’s owner.

TOP: Gutters are fragile and need to be checked every year for blockage, rust or other deterioration. Metal gutters can be 
patched with compatible metal patches and wooden gutters can be lined with fl ashing tape to prolong their lives. 

ABOVE: If you don’t want to cut brick by hand with a mason’s hammer, you can use a brick-cutting tool to “slice small 
amounts of brick to ensure a close fi t,” Litchfi eld says. It’s quieter and safer than using a power saw with a diamond blade. 

OPPOSITE: Although the exterior of this house is beautifully crafted, it’s always important to estimate the total cost of the 
renovations before buying a fi xer-upper. You might fi nd that the cost of repairing the house exceeds your budget.
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ABOVE LEFT: Litchfi eld walks readers step by step through 
the lengthy process of installing kitchen cabinets. These 
white cabinets, purchased from Ikea, give this kitchen a 

unifi ed, modern update. 

ABOVE RIGHT: “Although these wood shingles seem 
randomly placed,” Litchfi eld says, “the installer is taking 
great pains to offset the shingle joints between courses 
and maintain a minimum exposure of fi ve inches so the 

roof will be durable as well as distinctive.”

LEFT: Many historic homes require new, modern windows 
to lower energy costs by reducing escaping heat. Here, the 

window frame has been trimmed and resealed, and the 
builders are centering it into the window opening. 

 “More than ever, we need to plan carefully, 
spend wisely and build durably.”
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Squeaky Steps
LEARN HOW TO FIX a squeaky 
staircase, a common issue in 
many old homes.

• “If the underside of your staircase 
is covered and you have only a few 
squeaks, try fi xing them without 
tearing out fi nish materials,” Litchfi eld 
says. A common mistake people make is to fi x 
the squeaking by nailing down stair treads, 
but nails alone won’t fi x the problem. “It’s far 
better to drill pilot holes and countersinks for 
wood screws through the tread into a riser or 
center carriage beneath.”

• “If stairs can be painted or carpeted, 
caulk the squeaky joint with 
subfl ooring adhesive,” Litchfi eld instructs. 
Although it doesn’t bind the pieces as 
well as screws, the adhesive cushions the 
pieces together, which should eliminate the 
squeaking. If that doesn’t work, Litchfi eld 
recommends exposing the underside of the 
staircase to examine the underpinnings. 

• As a last resort, Litchfi eld then says to look 
at the construction of the stairs. “If there 
are blocks glued along the riser–tread 
joint, it’s likely the glue has failed,” 
he says. To eliminate tread movement, nail 
through the backs of risers into the treads. 
Predrill the holes, and use two or three trim-
head screws per tread. “Then, reglue errant 
blocks with carpenter’s glue or, better yet, 
with construction adhesive.” This way, the 
creaking should stop—and the squeaky stairs 
should be gone. 

little more than plastic pipe and solvent-based cement.” Some owners 

won’t need a permit, but if  you plan on moving an existing toilet or building 
a new pipe system for a washing machine, you’ll need a permit to change 
the plumbing pipes. 

Plus, since the majority of  the structures of  older homes are built 
entirely from lumber, the foundation and structure of  a home might need 
renovating due to rot. Whether the foundation of  your home is crumbling 

maintaining gutters, improving drainage, grading the soil away from the 
building, eliminating wood-soil contact, and improving ventilation.”

EFFICIENT HOMES

to light in recent years, and one way to make sure that your energy bill is 

used for windows. 
To avoid buying and installing an entirely new window, you can purchase 

replacement sashes. As long as the window frame and sill are in good shape, 
you can install jamb liners on the inside of  the window frame and insert 

TOOLBOX
Of  course, the tools needed for projects vary wildly. Paintbrushes for 

describes each type of  tool needed for a project in detail, but for those 
wanting to build up their toolbox, we created a general checklist. 

First, you’ll need basic safety equipment: work gloves, kneepads and 
safety goggles. Depending on the type of  project, you might need to pick up 
a few measuring and layout tools, such as a level or a tape measure. If  you 

almost everything. Pliers, screwdrivers, hammers, a utility knife and a 
crowbar are also good to have on hand.

There are far more specialized tools you might need for a particular job; 

commercial vacuums, are better to rent than buy. 
Renovating your home is a costly project to undertake in regards to both 

To help your historic home withstand even more decades of  wear and tear, 
renovation might just be the way to go. 

Renovation by Michael W. Litchfi eld, 
published by The Taunton Press, Inc., 

© 2012; taunton.com.
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www.SereneV i ewFarm .com

AMENITIES:
• Country breakfast
• Home made pastries
• Delightful hosts
• Private bath
• Hiking , Fishing,
• Canoeing/Kayaking

80 Engle Mill Lane, Williamsport, Pennsylvania 17701 • (570) 478-2477

Nestled in the charming
countryside of the 
Endless Mountains near
Williamsport Pennsylva-
nia, Serene View Farm is a
beautiful Victorian Bed
and Breakfast providing a
relaxing retreat that you
will love to call home.

Serene View Farm Bed and Breakfast

Relax and Enjoy your Peaceful Stay
128 Acres
of meadows, 
woodlands     

and streams

t
t

Scan for video

The Nat on s Most
Complete Collection 
For quality, hand stamped tin ceilings in a wide 
array of patterns, visit wfnorman.com. Our original 
1898 product line includes more than 140  ceiling 
panels, moldings, & over 1,300 ornaments! Custom 
stamping & metal fabric ailable. 

(800)641-4038 | info@w or a .co

W.F. Norman
Corporation
Shown above: Ceiling Panel No. 213 & Shield No. 2958





ANTIQ RE S TO BE ADM
BOTH COLLECTORS AND DECORATORS

WRITTEN AND STYLED BY LIDY BAARS

PHOTOGRAPHY BY FRENCHGARDENHOUSE

 Cut And 
P i te
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Toleware is colorful, decorative and serviceable all at once. 
Painted with considerable skill by artists, these prized 
antiques are typically decorated with either bouquets of  

both the decorator and the collector. It honors the past, and 

WHAT IS TOLEWARE?

between the 17th and 19th centuries that were lacquered 
taule, 

an early French word for table, and peinte du lac, a French 

THE HISTORY OF TOLEWARE

Cut from tin and then 
hand-painted, toleware 
metal trays, urns 
and baskets have an 
undeniable attraction 
to collectors. 



 vernis martin

French painters elevated the tole pieces they produced to works 

TOLEWARE IN THE UNITED STATES
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other decoration. 

was painted.

the painted scenes or decorations. Toleware with little or no 

Toleware refers to decorative, 
tin metal objects made 
between the 17th and 19th 
centuries that were
      lacquered and 
adorned with a 
                 design. 

 The owner of FrenchGardenHouse.com, a popular online antique 

and home décor store, Lidy Baars has over 18 years of experience 

as an antique dealer and designer. Her home and garden have 

been featured in national magazines such as Victorian Homes 
and Romantic Homes, as well as in two design books.

 Fall 2016  109   



Tiffany History,
Illuminated
Page 14
The Lamps of Tiffany Studios: Nature Illuminated

by Margaret K. Hoffer with Rebecca Klassen,

published by Skira Rizzoli, © 2016; rizzoliusa.com.

A Landmark Occasion
Page 18
For more information on how to get your historic

home listed, visit the National Register of Historic

Places’ website at www.nps.gov/nr or call (202)

354-2211.

Bringing Back
Holleywood
Page 20
Visit Helen Klein’s renovation blog, detailing

the renovations on historic Holleywood:

bringingbackholleywood.com.

The Royal Treatment
Page 34
The Queen Victoria Bed and Breakfast, 102 Ocean

Street, Cape May, New Jersey 08204. Phone: (609)

884-8702, email: stay@queenvictoria.com, website:

www.queenvictoria.com.

Victorian Values,
Modern Mindset
Page 46
Wallpapers: Morris & Company’s Iris for the dining

room; william-morris.co.uk.

Clarence House’s Arts & Crafts for the library;

clarencehouse.com.

An assemblage of Bradbury & Bradbury’s

wallpapers: Walden, Kelmscott Frieze, Checkerboard,

Checkerboard Border, Acanthus Border, Rose

Corner Block, Leaf Border, Aster Corner Block and

Kensington in the master bedroom; bradbury.com.

SOURCES

Harmony in
the Berkshires
Page 86
Hampton Terrace Bed and Breakfast Inn,

91 Walker Street, Lenox, MA, 01240. Phone:

(413) 637-1773.

Goth for
All Seasons
Page 96
Gothic for the Steam Age by Gavin Stamp,

published by Aurum Press, © 2015;

aurumpress.co.uk.

Historic Home
Improvement
Page 100
Renovation by Michael W. Litchfield,

published by The Taunton Press, Inc., © 2012;

taunton.com.

Cut and Painted
Page 106
For more antique treasures and home

décor ideas, visit Lidy Baar’s online store,

frenchgardenhouse.com.

From Harmony in the Berkshires, page 86. 
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Antiques Shows and
Flea Markets:

Recurring dates for events are listed.

Alameda Point Antiques Faire, Alameda, CA
First Sunday of every month
alamedapointantiquesfaire.com

All Night Flea Market, Wheaton, IL
zurkopromotions.com/allnightfleamarket.htm

Brimfield Antiques and Collectibles Show,
Brimfield, Mass
brimfield.com

Brooklyn Flea, Fort Greene Area of
New York City
Every Sunday
brooklynflea.com

Long Beach Outdoor Antique and Collectible
Market, Long Beach, CA
Third Sunday of every month
longbeachantiquemarket.com

Renninger’s, Mount Dora, FL
Every weekend
renningers.com/locations/mtdora

Rose Bowl Flea Market: Pasadena, CA
Second Sunday of every month
rgcshows.com/rosebowl

Shipshewana Flea Market, LaGrange, IN
tradingplaceamerica.com

Springfield Antique Show and Flea Market,
Springfield, OH
springfieldantiqueshow.com

Texas Antique Weekend: Fayetteville to
Carmine, TX
First weekend of April and October
antiqueweekend.com

Historic Resources

HISTORIC RESOURCES

Please note: This list will grow over

the coming issues of Victorian Homes.

Please feel free to email us preservation

organizations or historic societies that

have been helpful to you as you restored

your historic home. Send emails to:

hroberts@engagedmediainc.com.

A HANDY LIST OF PRESERVATION, RENOVATION, HISTORIC SOCIETY 
AND FLEA MARKET RESOURCES FOR THE VICTORIAN HOMEOWNER. 

By MERRIE DESTEFANO

The Queen Victoria Bed and Breakfast stands ready to
welcome guests in historic Cape May, New Jersey.
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Historic Communities:

Mid-Atlantic Center for the Arts & Humanities 
(MAC)
Cape May, New Jersey
Provides year-round tours and events in historic 
Cape May.
(800) 275-4278 or visit capemaymac.org

Preservation   
Organizations:

The National Preservation Institute
Offers professional training seminars in historic 
preservation.
Contact: (703) 765-0100 or visit npi.org.

National Register of Historic Places
Official list of U.S. historic places worthy of 
preservation.
Contact: (202) 354-2211 or nps.gov/nr.

General information, 
grants and tax incentives 
for Historic Homes  
and Buildings:

Preservation Directory
preservationdirectory.com

National Trust for Historic Preservation
preservationnation.org/resources/find-funding

NPS
nps.gov/preservation-grants/
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Find us on

Dream your home’s next 
chapter with authentic period 

décor, entertainment ideas, and 
renovation advice.

www.facebook.com/victorianhomes

275YA50



DISCOVER THE RICH, GILDED-AGE ATMOSPHERE THAT WALLPAPER CAN BRING TO YOUR HOME.
Originally designed by Christopher Dresser (1834-1904), this collection captures the essence of the Victorian era,
which featured a diverse blend of Islamic, Gothic, Oriental and Mesoamerican art. From rich, vibrant colors to

assortment of period-authentic wallpapers, created and sold by Bradbury & Bradbury.

Enrichment in Indigo.

Find these papers and more at bradbury.com,

(707) 746-1900 or info@bradbury.com.

Period Ambience
 By MERRIE DESTEFANO

PHOTOGRAPH COURTESY OF  BRADBURY & 
BRADBURY ART WALLPAPERS

Give your home the glisten of historic metallic wallpaper
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Diamond gold brooch
Estimate: $ 1,000–1,500

Freeman´s

Tulip table and four chairs, circa 1960
Estimate: $ 500

Heritage Auctions

Louis XVI style vitrine
Estimate: $ 800–1,200

Ahlers & Ogletree

Herman Miller molded chair
Estimate: $ 100–200 

Aspire Auctions

Robert Indiana ‘Golden Love’
Estimate: $ 3,000–5,000

Wright

Table lamp, brass, model 7407
Estimate: $ 35

Bukowskis

Portrait of a young child
Estimate: $ 600–900

Leland Little

1957 Messerschmitt KR 200
Estimate: $ 27,000–30,000

RM Sotheby´s

A Sophora vase, No. 977
Estimate: $ 2,200–3,500

Christie´s

Breguet, yellow gold wristwatch
Estimate: $ 2,600

Antiquorum

Candlesticks, 20th century
Estimate: $ 70 

Eppli

Estimate: $ 1,100 
Fellows

George Nakashima, black walnut
Estimate: $ 3,500–4,500

LA Modern

A group of 15 plates engravings 
Estimate: $ 150–200

Dreweatts & Bloomsbury

Native American pottery
Fixed price: $ 520

Cultural Patina

400,000new lotsevery week

Get free appraisals for your treasures, visit barnebys.com/appraisal


