






CUSTOM-FIT AUTOMOTIVE ACCESSORIES TO PROTECT YOUR VEHICLE



Acura · Audi · BMW · Buick · Cadillac · Chevrolet · Chrysler · Dodge · Ferrari · Ford · GMC · Honda · Hummer · Hyundai · Infi niti
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Order Now: 800-441-6287
Canadian Customers
WeatherTech.ca

American Customers
WeatherTech.com

European Customers
WeatherTechEurope.com
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Deeply Sculpted Channels Designed to Trap

Water, Road Salt, Mud, and Sand

Will Not Curl, Crack or Harden Regardless of

Temperature

Available in Black, Tan and Grey for Virtually Any

Vehicle

Complete Trunk and Cargo Area Protection

Digitally Designed for Each Application

Remains Flexible Under Temperature Extremes

Available in Black, Tan and Grey for Over 1,000 Applications

All-Weather Floor Mats

Cargo/Trunk Liner

Ribbed Design Fluid and Debris
Reservoir

Underside - Nibs 
and Anti-Skid

Ridges

Custom Designed Textured Finish Raised Lip,
Contoured Fit
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Cargo containment system

Couples a durable plastic “fence” with a super-grippy

underside to keep cargo stable

Excellent for cargo area organization

Works with WeatherTech® Cargo Liner or existing 

vehicle carpet or flooring

CargoTech®



TechLiner®

Armor Your Investment

No Messy Sprays or Drilling Needed

100% Recyclable, Odorless Material

Flexible and Durable

Chemical and UV Resistant

Works Well Under
Ridged Bed Liners,
to Protect Against 

Paint Wear

Truck Bed

Ridged Bed Liner

WeatherTech
TechLiner

Truck Bed Cross Section

Custom Fit to the
Contours of Your

Truck Bed

No-Drill MudFlaps

Mounts-In-Minutes™

Installs Without Tire/Wheel Removal

Protect Your Vehicle’s Most Vulnerable Rust Area

No Drilling into the Vehicle’s Fragile Metal Surface
Light and Dark

Tint
Precision-

Machined Flange 
Sleek, Low

Profile Design

In-Channel Side Window Deflectors
No Exterior Tape Needed

Reduces Wind Noise and Allows Interior Heat to Escape

Easy to
Install

Hitch mounted bumper protection

Protect your bumper from minor accidents

Fits standard 2” receiver hitch

Safely stand on the step (up to 300 lbs.)

for everyday tasks

BumpStep®

Available 
for Trucks and SUVs

American Manufacturing Done Right!



50 million drivers receive a speeding ticket each year

Drive worry-free

New PASSPORT Max2 
The world’s best radar detector, 

Bluetooth®-equipped – $599.95

Bluetooth-equipped models start at $349.95

Only Bluetooth-equipped PASSPORT Max2 packs lightening-fast response,

sophisticated anti-falsing and a pre-loaded speed camera database with instant

connection to ESCORT Live*, the speed trap app responsible for 38 million saves.

DRIVE SMARTER®

888.360.8571   EscortRadar.com
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* Shown with ESCORT Live.
 The Bluetooth® word mark and logos are registered trademarks owned by 
 Bluetooth SIG,Inc. and any use of such marks by ESCORT is under license.
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Ready to drive
Order PASSPORT Max2 and get everything you 

need to drive worry-free: our best mount, cord and 

case plus a 1-year premium subscription to ESCORT 

Live, our award-winning app ($49.95 value).

Direct access to the radar experts
When you call ESCORT for advice, you’ll speak to an 

ESCORT employee at our Cincinnati headquarters. 

Call or Live Chat—radar experts are on hand to help 

you select the best ticket protection system for you.
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This issue marks the 11th anni-

versary of our annual Power List, 

and we’ve revamped it this year by 

commissioning special illustra-

tions of each of our top 50 personalities. The 

list began as a way to acknowledge movers 

and shakers within the automotive industry, 

as well as key outsiders who exert serious 

influence. The Power List was designed to stir 

up controversy by giving order to that which 

can’t be quantified, essentially enumerating 

the unenumerable. 

Over the years, we have learned a few things 

about the nature of power within the automo-

tive industry and the key attributes about the 

individuals who have made the list.

POWER IS BY DESIGN Our first list had 

17 designers on it; the most of any single 

job description. This may sound odd, until 

you realize the far-reaching implications 

of good design and how it can resonate not 

only across brands and national borders, 

but through time as well. A good example of 

this is the attention we gave legendary BMW 

designer Chris Bangle, who was on our list 

since its inception (as high as No. 6) until 

he left the industry in 2009. Jaguar designer 

Ian Callum and VW AG’s Walter de Silva have 

been on nearly every Power List since we 

began—and their influence on product can be 

seen and felt as much as more recent Power 

List regulars, Bangle’s successor, Adrian von 

Hooydonk, and Kia’s Peter Schreyer.

WE ARE KINGMAKERS … WHO OFTEN 

GET IT WRONG We called out Sergio 

Marchionne as rookie No. 43 to watch in 2008, 

and he’s been a staple of our Top 10 since 2010, 

finishing at the top spot in 2012 and 2013. 

Power List learnings
But for every Marchionne, there have 

been more than a few Fritz Hendersons, Joe 

Eberhardts, and Jack Nardellis—powerful 

leaders who just couldn’t sustain it.

We also said since 2005 that Mark Fields 

would be head of Ford Motor Company, and 

it finally happened in 2014. What we didn’t 

foresee is the global economic meltdown and 

Bill Ford Jr. calling in an outsider from the 

aerospace industry named Alan Mulally to take 

the helm. We even dropped Fields (and Ford Jr.) 

from the list in 2008, but he’s back on it now 

and should be for a good while longer.

STAYING POWER Only one person has 

been on every Power List since 2005. He’s a 

high-ranking German executive at Mercedes-

Benz, once in charge of the turbulent 

DaimlerChrysler marriage he instigated. I 

remember him from my very earliest days 

at Motor Trend, when I went on behalf of the 

magazine to the North American International 

Auto Show and a legendary post-show event 

at the Firehouse, Chrysler’s pop-up bar and 

grill. Behind the bar, with his bald head beaded 

with sweat, and that unmistakable gray walrus 

mustache, was Dieter Zetsche—asking me for 

my beer order in clipped, German-inflected 

English. As an annual PR stunt, Chrysler put 

its top brass behind the bar to serve the media 

and guests, and ever the professional, Dr. Z 

was intent on doing his job efficiently and 

expeditiously. I remember ordering some 

kind of stout and it came back moments later, 

ice cold with a perfect head. And then he was 

gone, on to the next. 

Dr. Z is still on our list this year, but we’ve 

shifted people around and made a number of 

changes. Let me know if you agree with our 

selections on Twitter at @edloh, #PowerList. n

Turn to page 88 to 
see where GM’s 

president and CEO 
Mary Barra lands 

on the 2015 
Power List.

Edward Loh @EdLoh  

The Lohdown
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King Solomon was one of the wealthiest rulers of the ancient world. His vast empire

included hoards of gold, priceless gemstones and rare works of art. For centuries,

fortune hunters and historians dedicated their lives to the search for his fabled

mines and lost treasure. But as it turns out, those mines hid a prize more beautiful

and exotic than any precious metal: chrysocolla. 

Prized by the wisest king of the Bible. Known as the “Wisdom

Stone,” chrysocolla was considered a powerful talisman of healing and

calming energy. Ancient rulers of the Biblical era relied on it for 

guidance and now this legendary treasure can be yours with our

stunning Earth & Sea Chrysocolla Necklace. Call today to bring

home 325 carats for ONLY $49!

Nothing like it on Earth. The mesmerizing swirls of color in

chrysocolla come from a unique combination of elements

found in the rich mineral deposits of copper mines. When

miners find a vein of blue-green, all digging stops so that the

delicate chrysocolla can be extracted by hand.      

Masterpieces of natural art. Our Earth & Sea

Chrysocolla Necklace features a strand of polished, 

enhanced chrysocolla ovals—and silver-colored

beads—that meet at a gorgeous teardrop pendant.

Every chrysocolla is unique, showcasing a canvas

painted by Mother Nature herself.  

Your satisfaction is guaranteed. Wear the

Earth & Sea Chrysocolla Necklace for a few

weeks. If you aren’t convinced that it’s one of

nature’s most elegant creations, simply

send it back within 60 days for a full 

refund of your purchase price. But

once you experience this gorgeous

gemstone for yourself, we’re 

betting that you’ll want to

share King Solomon’s 

secret with the world! 

Smart Luxuries—Surprising Prices™

King Solomon’s Secret Treasure: FOUND
Ancient beauty trapped in mines for centuries is finally released and available to the public!

• 325 ctw of chrysocolla

• 18" necklace (with 2" extender) secures with a lobster clasp

14101 Southcross Drive W.,

Dept. ESN179-01, 

Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

www.stauer.com

Stauer®

Earth & Sea Chrysocolla Necklace $299*

Offer Code Price— $49 + s&p

You must use the insider offer code to get our special price.

1-888-870-9513
Offer Code ESN179-01

Please use this code when you order to receive your discount.

Rating of A+

* Discount for customers who use the offer code versus the original Stauer.com price.

Necklace enlarged to

show luxurious detail.

TAKE 84% OFF INSTANTLY!
When you use your INSIDER OFFER CODE

Own the Most
Beautiful Stone
You’ve Never 
Seen Before—

325 carats 
for only $49!
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We’ve been waiting 

more than a year 

since the Infiniti Q50 

bowed for its two-

door platform-mate to show its 

face. The all-new Q60 Concept, 

the successor to the sporty G37 

Coupe, arrives in Detroit with 

an aggressive exterior and a 

welcome surprise under its 

curvaceous hood. Will the Q60 

give Infiniti fans the potent road 

weapon that can hang with the 

best from Germany, Japan, and 

the U.S. that they’ve been waiting 

for? Most signs point to yes.

Starting with the outer shell, 

the big news is the Q60—in 

concept form, at least—is 

composed mostly of aluminum 

with a smattering of carbon 

fiber and chrome. Switching 

from steel to a mix of aluminum 

and carbon fiber is an obvious 

weight-saving ploy that should 

result in better straight-line 

performance, handling, and fuel 

economy. The Q60’s nose is a 

blunt, you-looking-at-me? take 

on the Infiniti design language 

we’ve seen previewed on 

previous concepts such as 

the Emerg Concept and the 

Q80 Inspiration Concept. 

The massive grille sits atop 

two sleek vents that look to 

house both cold-air intakes and 

LED foglights. All of the exterior 

lighting on the Q60 is LED.

The most controversial 

Infiniti Q60 Concept is Funky, Fresh
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Intake

The News: The National 

Highway Traffic Safety 

Administration (NHTSA) has 

ordered airbag supplier Takata 

to expand its years-old recall 

nationally. Takata has refused, 

insisting it's unnecessary. Honda 

has issued its own nationwide 

recall, and Toyota has joined 

other automakers in conducting 

an independent investigation. 

The recall began in 2008. Until 

December, the regional recall 

involved 7.8 million vehicles. 

Expanding it nationwide will 

likely add millions. Worldwide, 

more than 16 million vehicles 

are affected, and five deaths have 

been attributed to the airbags.

What’s Happening: Takata 

admitted in 2008 that some of its 

airbags could deploy too force-

fully and spray metal shrapnel 

into the cabin. Airbags use tiny, 

controlled explosions to inflate. 

Takata uses a propellant that 

becomes unstable when exposed 

to moisture and burns too fast, 

creating excessive force. The 

Takata Airbag Recall Goes Nationwide

propellant should be sealed in 

an airtight container, but poor 

quality controls might have 

compromised an unknown 

number of airbags.

Pressure on Takata has grown 

as more vehicles have been 

recalled, poor quality controls 

and bad record-keeping have 

been exposed, and a 2004 

cover-up of early failures has 

been alleged. Initially, the recall 

was limited to areas of high 

humidity where contamination 

seemed most likely, such as the 

American South. Takata has 

enlisted other automotive 

suppliers to meet 

demand for replacement parts 

and new vehicles. The company 

has also been fined more than 

$300 million.

Who’s Affected: The 7.8 

million vehicles affected at the 

time of publication (prior to the 

nationwide expansion) come 

from 15 brands made by 10 auto-

makers during the 2000-2008 

model years. The affected brands 

include Acura, BMW, Chrysler, 

Dodge, Ford, Honda, Infiniti, 

Lexus, Mazda, Mitsubishi, 

Nissan, Pontiac, Saab, Subaru, 

and Toyota. Honda, Takata’s 

biggest customer, was hardest hit 

by the recall (more than 5 million 

cars affected), followed by Toyota 

(more than 875,000). If you’re 

concerned your vehicle might 

be affected, you can call NHTSA’s 

Safety Hotline at 1-888-327-4236 

or go to SaferCar.gov to find a list 

of affected models and search for 

your car’s Vehicle Identification 

Number (VIN). Scott Evans

EXCESSIVE FORCE Takata has 
refused to comply with NHTSA's 

call for a nationwide recall of 
potentially lethal, faulty airbags.

The News: Hyundai 

and Kia agreed in 

November to pay 

a record fine for 

misstating fuel economy on 

several models. The companies 

will pay $100 million, forfeit 4.75 

million greenhouse gas emissions 

credits worth an estimated $200 

million, and spend $50 million 

to create an independent fuel 

economy testing group.

    The penalties result from an 

investigation following the two 

companies’ 2012 admission to 

overstating fuel economy esti-

mates on 13 2011-2013 models. 

The companies lowered the fuel 

economy ratings of the affected 

vehicles, compensated owners, 

and agreed to settle lawsuits.

    Why? Hyundai blames a “data 

Hyundai, Kia Pay Record 
Fine Over Fuel Economy

processing error” during 

the “coast down” portion 

of the EPA-designed and 

automaker-applied test for 

the incorrect ratings. According 

to the EPA and the Department of 

Justice, Hyundai and Kia “cherry 

picked” data, submitting the best 

results rather than the average.    

    Moreover, regulators say 

Hyundai and Kia only tested with 

a tailwind at optimal tempera-

tures and used wrong-sized tires. 

Hyundai chalked these discrepan-

cies up to the “broad latitude” the 

EPA gives automakers in fuel 

economy testing.

What About Ford? Many have 

asked why Ford hasn't been fined 

for misstating the fuel economy 

ratings on the C-Max Hybrid. 

The answer is that although the 

results were similar, the condi-

tions were different. 

    Ford used a now-closed loop-

hole intended to allow automakers 

to avoid redundant testing. The 

loophole allowed vehicles with 

the same engine, transmission, 

and weight class to be grouped 

for reporting purposes. The 

automaker would test the 

best-selling vehicle, then apply 

the results to all vehicles in the 

group. In the case of the C-Max, 

Ford was using the Fusion 

Hybrid’s test results, but the two 

cars share no sheetmetal and 

have different drag properties. 

    Although Ford might have 

known the C-Max wouldn’t 

achieve the same fuel economy 

result as the sleeker Fusion in 

the real world, what it did was 

legal at the time. Hyundai and 

Kia, however, knowingly falsified 

test results, breaking the law 

and opening themselves up to 

punishment. Scott Evans 
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Mourning the loss of the CTS-V 

family of coupe, wagon, and 

sedan offerings? Take heart, as 

the new sedan that replaces it will 

be fortified with 640 horsepower 

and 630 lb-ft of torque, way up 

from the outgoing supercharged 

6.2-liter’s 556 hp and 551 lb-ft. No 

manual will be available, as the 

new ATS-V now fills that extreme 

track-star niche. The swift-shifting 

8L90 eight-speed automatic will 

whisk this 4,150-pound V to 60 

mph in 3.7 seconds en route to a 

200-mph top speed, and cylinder 

deactivation lightens the guzzler 

tax burden. 

Cooling this new supercharged 

6.2-liter requires 50-percent 

more grille area and the big air 

extractors in the carbon-fiber 

2016 Cadillac CTS-V

HUNKERED Front spring 
rates increase 10 percent, 
and anti-roll bars fatten to 
27mm front, 26mm rear.

hood and the flared fenders. All 

styling revisions are functional, 

including the front splitter and 

decklid spoiler that reduce lift 

on all CTS-Vs. The optional 

extended splitter and spoiler 

provide measurable downforce 

at the 200-mph top speed. Other 

visual differentiators include 

DRESSY Acres of leather 
and faux suede adorn the 
auto-only CTS-V. Order 
safron seats (opposite), 
and the carbon-fiber trim 
gets yellow accent strands.

Ferrari FXX K 1,035 HP 
If Ferrari were shop-

ping for catch-

phrases, “too much is 

never enough” might 

qualify. A 6.3-liter V-12 and 

electric motor producing 950 hp 

would seem like enough, but the 

LaFerrari was just the beginning. 

Ferrari’s taken it even further 

with the LaFerrari-based, 1,035 

horsepower FXX K.

The K stands for KERS, or 

Kinetic Energy Recovery System, 

and it brings F1 racing tech-

nology to the street. True, the 

standard LaFerrari recovers brake 

energy with its electric motor and 

fills in the engine’s torque gaps 

with electric boost, but the FXX K 

does so much more.

For starters, the electric motor 

now winds up 188 hp (up from 

166) and is controlled with 

driver-selectable modes from 

the manettino on the steering 

wheel. Qualify mode provides 

maximum electric assistance 

from the electric motor and lith-

ium-ion battery until the battery 

is depleted. Long Run maintains 

battery reserves so it can deliver 

more performance over a longer 

drive. Fast Charge recharges 

the battery more quickly. Our 

favorite, though, is Manual Boost, 

which lets the driver decide 

when to hit the boost button 

for maximum power. Match all 

that to a modified 6.3-liter V-12 

with new camshafts, mechanical 

lifters, polished intake manifolds, 

and a new exhaust system with 

no mufflers now making 848 

horsepower (up from 789), and 

you get a total of 1,035 combined 

horsepower. Yes, please.

Stopping power comes from 

both the KERS and a jumbo set of 

Brembo carbon-ceramic brakes 

managed by a track-tuned ABS. 

GOING, GOING, GONE  That cliché applies not 
only to the ludicrous speed of the FXX K but 
also the hastiness with which it sold out. Word 
is that the entire production run—around 30 
examples at about $3 million per—is spoken for.

FIRST
LOOK
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MIKE CONNOR 

MT CONFIDENTIAL
We’ve learned that the next 
Rolls-Royce Phantom is due 
in 2018. The company is also 
investigating the possibility of 
an SUV if it can reconcile it with 
brand values…Rival Bentley 
is way ahead of Rolls on that 
front. Don’t get too excited, 
though. Bentley’s already teasing 
its SUV, but we won’t see the 
nameless luxury behemoth until 
late 2015…Lexus is getting a 
new SUV rather than an RC 
convertible, but the RC is getting 
some love. The forthcoming IS 
200t turbocharged four-cylinder 
variant is a poorly kept secret, 
but no one is talking RC yet. Now 
we are. It’s coming, and like the 
IS 200t, the RC 200t will use 
the brand’s all-new motor…Not 
super excited about the front-
drive BMW 2 Series Active 
Tourer? Neither is BMW North 
America. Early indicators were 
the Mini-based people-mover 
was a go for the U.S. market, but 
the company is waiting to see 
how the European rollout goes…
Remember that A7-like Subaru 
Impreza variant we told you 
about? It’ll be a Legacy variant. 
Timing is unknown.

black-chromed 19-inch wheels 

and low-luster trim for the grille, 

side windows, etc. 

Suspension changes mirror 

those of the ATS-V, with less 

extreme increases in spring and 

anti-roll bar rates for a more 

refined ride than even the CTS 

Vsport’s, thanks to the Gen III 

Magnetic Ride Control tuning. 

Fluid-filled hydrobushings are 

employed on the ride control 

links, lateral links get stiffened 

50 percent in front and 

70 percent in the rear, and toe-

control links use zero-deflection 

metal-sphere bushings. 

Bigger, higher-offset wheels 

wearing 265/35R19 front and 

295/30R19 rear Michelin Pilot 

Super Sport tires move the outer 

face of the tires outboard 1.4 

inches front and rear. The tires 

feature three tread compounds, 

leveraging technology from 

Michelin’ s Le Mans racing effort. 

Brembo brakes with six-piston 

front and four-piston rear calipers 

bite 15.4-inch two-piece front and 

14.4-inch single-piece rear steel 

rotors. They come standard on 

all CTS-Vs and are said to be the 

largest steelies Brembo makes.

Inside are acres of standard 

suede-like material and carbon-

fiber accent panels. Optional 

20-way adjustable Recaro seats 

are backed in suede and a suede-

covered steering wheel and 

shifter are options. Other options 

include a two-panel panoramic 

moonroof and a luxury package 

(three-zone climate control, 

heated rear seats, split-folding 

rear seatbacks, and rear 

sunshades). A Performance 

Data Recorder like the 

Corvette's is also offered. 

Look for CTS-V sedan 

sales to start this summer 

as a 2016 model at a price that 

starts with the number 8. 

Frank Markus 

Keeping the Pirelli racing slicks 

mostly attached to the pavement 

are an electronically controlled 

rear differential and a race-tuned 

traction and stability control 

system that are informed by 

sensors in the wheels measuring 

acceleration, tire temperature, 

and tire pressure.

A number of race-inspired 

aerodynamic improvements, 

including a three-part split rear 

wing with an automatically 

deployed center section and a 

massive diffuser below it, also 

help keep the FXX K on the pave-

ment. Altogether, the bodywork 

provides up to 1,190 pounds of 

downforce at 124 mph.

The car is in no way road legal, 

so rather than making home 

deliveries, Ferrari will store and 

maintain it for select “Client-Test 

Driver” owners. Should they 

wish to actually get behind the 

wheel, Ferrari will deliver it 

to certain company-approved 

tracks, along with a full crew. 

While you’re out having fun, 

the crew gathers as much data 

as possible. Although this 

is a customer car, it’s also a 

rolling research laboratory for 

Ferrari’s engineers. Somehow, 

we suspect the few people (we 

hear it’ll be about 30) allowed 

to “buy” this car (for well over 

the LaFerrari’s $1.4 million 

price tag) won’t argue too 

much about it. Scott Evans
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For people with a higher risk of stroke due to 
Atrial Fibrillation (AFib) not caused by a heart valve problem

ELIQUIS® (apixaban) is a prescription medicine used to reduce the risk of stroke and blood clots in 
people who have atrial fi brillation, a type of irregular heartbeat, not caused by a heart valve problem.

IMPORTANT SAFETY INFORMATION:
 Do not stop taking ELIQUIS for atrial fi brillation 

without talking to the doctor who prescribed it for 
you. Stopping ELIQUIS increases your risk of having 
a stroke. ELIQUIS may need to be stopped, prior 
to surgery or a medical or dental procedure. Your 
doctor will tell you when you should stop taking 
ELIQUIS and when you may start taking it again. If 
you have to stop taking ELIQUIS, your doctor may 
prescribe another medicine to help prevent a blood 
clot from forming.

 ELIQUIS can cause bleeding, which can be serious, 
and rarely may lead to death.

 You may have a higher risk of bleeding if you take 
ELIQUIS and take other medicines that increase your 
risk of bleeding, such as aspirin, NSAIDs, warfarin 
(COUMADIN®), heparin, SSRIs or SNRIs, and other 
blood thinners. Tell your doctor about all medicines, 
vitamins and supplements you take. While taking 
ELIQUIS, you may bruise more easily and it may 
take longer than usual for any bleeding to stop.

  Get medical help right away if you have any of 
these signs or symptoms of bleeding:

-  unexpected bleeding, or bleeding that lasts a 
long time, such as unusual bleeding from the 
gums; nosebleeds that happen often, or 
menstrual or vaginal bleeding that is heavier 
than normal

-  bleeding that is severe or you cannot control
-  red, pink, or brown urine; red or black stools 
(looks like tar)

-  coughing up or vomiting blood or vomit that looks 
like coffee grounds

-  unexpected pain, swelling, or joint pain; headaches, 
feeling dizzy or weak

 ELIQUIS is not for patients with artifi cial heart valves.

 Spinal or epidural blood clots (hematoma). People 
who take ELIQUIS, and have medicine injected into 
their spinal and epidural area, or have a spinal 
puncture have a risk of forming a blood clot that 
can cause long-term or permanent loss of the 
ability to move (paralysis). 



           Ask your doctor if ELIQUIS is right for you.

This risk is higher if, an epidural catheter is placed 
in your back to give you certain medicine, you take 
NSAIDs or blood thinners, you have a history of 
diffi cult or repeated epidural or spinal punctures. 
Tell your doctor right away if you have tingling, 
numbness, or muscle weakness, especially in your 
legs and feet.

 Before you take ELIQUIS, tell your doctor if you 
have: kidney or liver problems, any other medical 
condition, or ever had bleeding problems. Tell 
your doctor if you are pregnant or breastfeeding, 
or plan to become pregnant or breastfeed.

 Do not take ELIQUIS if you currently have certain 
types of abnormal bleeding or have had a serious 
allergic reaction to ELIQUIS. A reaction to ELIQUIS
can cause hives, rash, itching, and possibly
trouble breathing. Get medical help right away if 
you have sudden chest pain or chest tightness, 
have sudden swelling of your face or tongue, 
have trouble breathing, wheezing, or feeling
dizzy or faint.

You are encouraged to report negative side effects 
of prescription drugs to the FDA. Visit www.fda.gov/
medwatch, or call 1-800-FDA-1088. 

Please see additional 
Important Product Information 
on the adjacent page.

Individual results may vary.

Visit ELIQUIS.COM 
or call 1-855-ELIQUIS

©2014 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company

432US14BR01976-01-01  11/14

I was taking warfarin. 
But ELIQUIS was a better fi nd.  

I TAKE ELIQUIS® (apixaban) FOR 3 GOOD REASONS: 

1  ELIQUIS reduced the risk of stroke better than warfarin.

2  ELIQUIS had less major bleeding than warfarin.

3  Unlike warfarin, there’s no routine blood testing.
 

ELIQUIS and other blood thinners increase the risk of bleeding which can be 
serious, and rarely may lead to death.



IMPORTANT FACTS about ELIQUIS® (apixaban) tablets
The information below does not take the place of talking with your healthcare professional. Only your healthcare  
professional knows the specifics of your condition and how ELIQUIS may fit into your overall therapy. Talk to your  
healthcare professional if you have any questions about ELIQUIS (pronounced ELL eh kwiss).

© 2014 Bristol-Myers Squibb Company
ELIQUIS is a trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb Company.

Based on 1289808A1 / 1289807A1 / 1298500A1 / 1295958A1
August 2014

432US14BR00770-07-01

What is the most important information  
I should know about ELIQUIS (apixaban)?
For people taking ELIQUIS for atrial 
fibrillation: Do not stop taking ELIQUIS 
without talking to the doctor who prescribed 
it for you. Stopping ELIQUIS increases your 
risk of having a stroke. ELIQUIS may need 
to be stopped, prior to surgery or a medical 
or dental procedure. Your doctor will tell you 
when you should stop taking ELIQUIS and when 
you may start taking it again. If you have to 
stop taking ELIQUIS, your doctor may prescribe 
another medicine to help prevent a blood clot 
from forming. 
ELIQUIS can cause bleeding which can be 
serious, and rarely may lead to death. This is 
because ELIQUIS is a blood thinner medicine 
that reduces blood clotting. 
You may have a higher risk of bleeding if you 
take ELIQUIS and take other medicines that 
increase your risk of bleeding, such as aspirin, 
nonsteroidal anti-inflammatory drugs (called 
NSAIDs), warfarin (COUMADIN®), heparin, 
selective serotonin reuptake inhibitors (SSRIs) 
or serotonin norepinephrine reuptake inhibitors 
(SNRIs), and other medicines to help prevent or 
treat blood clots.
Tell your doctor if you take any of these 
medicines. Ask your doctor or pharmacist  
if you are not sure if your medicine is one  
listed above. 
While taking ELIQUIS:
• you may bruise more easily
•  it may take longer than usual for any 

bleeding to stop
Call your doctor or get medical help right 
away if you have any of these signs or 
symptoms of bleeding when taking ELIQUIS:
•  unexpected bleeding, or bleeding that lasts  

a long time, such as:
 •  unusual bleeding from the gums
 •  nosebleeds that happen often
 •  menstrual bleeding or vaginal bleeding 

that is heavier than normal
•  bleeding that is severe or you cannot control
• red, pink, or brown urine
•  red or black stools (looks like tar)
• cough up blood or blood clots
•  vomit blood or your vomit looks like coffee 

grounds
•  unexpected pain, swelling, or joint pain
• headaches, feeling dizzy or weak
ELIQUIS is not for patients with artificial 
heart valves.
Spinal or epidural blood clots (hematoma).
People who take a blood thinner medicine 
(anticoagulant) like ELIQUIS, and have medicine 
injected into their spinal and epidural area, 
or have a spinal puncture have a risk of 

forming a blood clot that can cause long-term 
or permanent loss of the ability to move 
(paralysis). Your risk of developing a spinal or 
epidural blood clot is higher if:
•  a thin tube called an epidural catheter 

is placed in your back to give you certain 
medicine

•  you take NSAIDs or a medicine to prevent 
blood from clotting

•  you have a history of difficult or repeated 
epidural or spinal punctures

•  you have a history of problems with your 
spine or have had surgery on your spine

If you take ELIQUIS (apixaban) and receive 
spinal anesthesia or have a spinal puncture, 
your doctor should watch you closely for 
symptoms of spinal or epidural blood clots 
or bleeding. Tell your doctor right away if you 
have tingling, numbness, or muscle weakness, 
especially in your legs and feet.

What is ELIQUIS?
ELIQUIS is a prescription medicine used to:
•  reduce the risk of stroke and blood clots in 

people who have atrial fibrillation.
•  reduce the risk of forming a blood clot in the 

legs and lungs of people who have just had 
hip or knee replacement surgery.

•  treat blood clots in the veins of your legs 
(deep vein thrombosis) or lungs (pulmonary 
embolism), and reduce the risk of them 
occurring again.

It is not known if ELIQUIS is safe and effective 
in children.

Who should not take ELIQUIS?
Do not take ELIQUIS if you:
•  currently have certain types of abnormal 

bleeding
•  have had a serious allergic reaction to 

ELIQUIS. Ask your doctor if you are not sure

What should I tell my doctor before taking 
ELIQUIS? 
Before you take ELIQUIS, tell your doctor if 
you:
• have kidney or liver problems
•  have any other medical condition
•   have ever had bleeding problems
•  are pregnant or plan to become pregnant. 

It is not known if ELIQUIS will harm your 
unborn baby

•  are breastfeeding or plan to breastfeed.  
It is not known if ELIQUIS passes into your 
breast milk. You and your doctor should 
decide if you will take ELIQUIS or breastfeed. 
You should not do both

Tell all of your doctors and dentists that you are 
taking ELIQUIS. They should talk to the doctor 
who prescribed ELIQUIS for you, before you 
have any surgery, medical or dental procedure. 

Tell your doctor about all the medicines you  
take, including prescription and over-the- 
counter medicines, vitamins, and herbal 
supplements. Some of your other medicines 
may affect the way ELIQUIS (apixaban) works. 
Certain medicines may increase your risk of 
bleeding or stroke when taken with ELIQUIS. 
How should I take ELIQUIS?
Take ELIQUIS exactly as prescribed by your 
doctor. Take ELIQUIS twice every day with or 
without food, and do not change your dose or 
stop taking it unless your doctor tells you to. 
If you miss a dose of ELIQUIS, take it as soon 
as you remember, and do not take more than 
one dose at the same time. Do not run out  
of ELIQUIS. Refill your prescription before 
you run out. When leaving the hospital 
following hip or knee replacement, be sure 
that you will have ELIQUIS available to avoid 
missing any doses. If you are taking ELIQUIS 
for atrial fibrillation, stopping ELIQUIS may 
increase your risk of having a stroke.

What are the possible side effects of 
ELIQUIS?
•  See “What is the most important 

information I  should know about 
ELIQUIS?”

•  ELIQUIS can cause a skin rash or severe 
allergic reaction. Call your doctor or get 
medical help right away if you have any of 
the following symptoms:

 •  chest pain or tightness
 •  swelling of your face or tongue
 •  trouble breathing or wheezing
 •  feeling dizzy or faint
Tell your doctor if you have any side effect that 
bothers you or that does not go away.
These are not all of the possible side effects of 
ELIQUIS. For more information, ask your doctor 
or pharmacist.
Call your doctor for medical advice about side 
effects. You may report side effects to FDA at 
1-800-FDA-1088.
This is a brief summary of the most 
important information about ELIQUIS. 
For more information, talk with your 
doctor or pharmacist, call 1-855-ELIQUIS  
(1-855-354-7847), or go to www.ELIQUIS.com.

Manufactured by:
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company  
Princeton, New Jersey 08543 USA
Marketed by:
Bristol-Myers Squibb Company 
Princeton, New Jersey 08543 USA
and
Pfizer Inc  
New York, New York 10017 USA

COUMADIN® is a trademark of Bristol-Myers Squibb 
Pharma Company.

This independent, non-profit organization provides assistance to qualifying patients with financial hardship who 
generally have no prescription insurance. Contact 1-800-736-0003 or visit www.bmspaf.org for more information.



NEWS / OPINION / GOSSIP / STUFF
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LC 70 30th pickup

Traipsing Through Tokyo, Toyota Style 

Enjoying the present with a cruise to the past
You know that cool Toyota utility 

vehicle you see roaming among 

rhinos and lions in Kenya on the 

National Geographic channel? Or 

the one on CNN, navigating sand dunes in 

Saudi Arabia? A little more than 30 years ago, 

Toyota debuted that vehicle: the Land Cruiser 

70, a no-nonsense SUV that earned legendary 

status for its go-anywhere capabilities and 

unrivaled durability and reliability. From Africa 

to Australia to Asia to the Middle East—but 

sadly never to the U.S.—the 70 has traversed 

virtually every topography known to man. 

To celebrate the 70’s big 3-0, Toyota has 

launched a modernized version, dubbed 30th 

Anniversary Commemorative Edition, just for 

JDM consumption. And lucky for me, given 

my current digs in Tokyo, I got the chance to 

sample the neoclassic LC. (Associate editor 

and 3-0 birthday boy himself Nate Martinez 

flew over for a celebratory drive, too.) 

Toyota offers the JDM LC 70 as a van (aka 

SUV) and as a pickup, replete with four 

doors and a 5-foot bed that can handle more 

than 1,300 pounds of cargo. Bearing a strong 

resemblance to the original and similar to 

the 70s that continue to be sold in Australia 

and Africa, the anniversary editions read 

like an adventurer’s fantasy come true: from 

7.9 inches of ground clearance (van) to 8.9 

From Africa to Australia to Asia to the Middle East, the 70 
has traversed virtually every topography known to man. 

(pickup), a robust ladder frame with rigid 

axles, an available built-in electric winch, part-

time 4WD with dual-mode auto-locking hubs, 

and optional front and rear locking differen-

tials. Further, the pickup’s approach/departure 

angles of 35/25 degrees are better than the 

Ford Raptor’s 30/23. Ralphie’s buddy Flick 

screamed, “Stuuuck!” when he put his tongue 

to the flagpole in the dead of winter, but that’s 

not a word you’ll likely utter in an LC 70. 

Power for the anniversary edition comes 

from a source familiar to Americans—the 

1GR-FE 4.0-liter V-6 found in various forms in 

the 4Runner, FJ Cruiser, and Tacoma—but not 

necessarily to Aussies and Africans, whose 

70s are mostly had with I-6 or V-8 turbo- 

diesels. In the commemorative LC 70, the 

1GR-FE puts out 228 horsepower and 266 lb-ft, 

and despite pushing curb weights of 4,650 

pounds (van) and 4,800 (pickup), it feels up 

to the task. In reality, the LC 70 is somewhat 

sluggish—0-60 in around 9 seconds—but its 

standard five-speed manual ratchets up the 

engagement factor, making it seem quicker. 

Even with longish throws, the H55 gearbox 

is easy and delightful to operate. Ditto for the 

clutch, which is about as forgiving as a puppy. 

And, go figure, pedal placement is ideal 

for heel-and-toe downshifts—an odd but 

welcome maneuver in a truck. 

Driving the LC 70 is reminiscent of a 

modern V-6 4x4 Tacoma with better brake feel 

and a cabin that screams “Back to the Future,” 

as in it resembles the interior in Marty McFly’s 

1980s Toyota truck. Switchgear, gauges, door 

handles, lock pulls, and HVAC controls (with 

sliders!) look and feel old-school, as if Toyota 

discovered them in a time capsule with 

Wham! and Spandau Ballet albums. The ride 

from the solid front and rear suspension is 

bouncy over the bumps but feels relatively 

cushy otherwise. The van wears 265/70R16 

Dunlop Grandtrek AT20 rubber, and the 

pickup uses slimmer Dunlop SP Qualifier 

TG21s, size 7.50R16LT. Mounted on skinny 

5.5-inch-wide steel rims, these tires are built 

for slinging mud and pounding dirt. 

My limited time in the LC 70s meant no 

off-pavement excursions, just gallivanting 

through Tokyo’s urban jungle. I got plenty 

of long looks, certainly from drivers of 

Nissan Patrols and Mitsubishi Pajeros—folks 

who know a thing or two about legendary 

off-roaders. Toyota has already taken 3,600 

orders (2,700 vans, 900 pickups) for the first 

and only year of sale, far greater demand than 

the initial 200 per month it had forecast. For 

those lucky few, I wish them (and their kids 

and grandkids) many years of joyful cruising. 

I know I won’t soon forget my few days. n

LC 70 30th van
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nanoscale powder and distributed on a cata-

lyst’s surface, it’s proving worth its weight in 

palladium. The base metals comprising this 

crystal structure can change their oxidation 

state, creating “oxygen vacancies” within the 

crystal structure that grab those Os away from 

NOx molecules, giving them to passing COs 

and HCs. Engines undergoing development 

testing today include GM’s 2.0-liter and Mini’s 

1.6-liter direct-injected turbo-fours, as well as 

an experimental Audi four-banger and even 

some port-injected engines. 

In these test cases, some precious metal 

material is still required to fully oxidize the 

zillion different kinds of HC molecules in 

the exhaust stream, but the amount is 80- to 

90-percent below what would otherwise be 

needed to pass SULEV30 regs. CDT’s chief 

technical officer Stephen J. Golden holds 

out hope that with further research, Spinel 

might one day completely replace precious 

metals. He reckons that 2018 or 2019 model-

year vehicles could feature Spinel catalysts. 

And best of all, jewelers working on future 

coronation crowns won’t have to worry about 

the entire world’s supply of platinum being 

diverted to vehicle exhaust pipes. n

Replacing Precious Metals with Fake Rubies

Distributed on a catalyst’s surface, Spinel  
is proving worth its weight in palladium.

Black Prince’s “Ruby” mounted smack dab in 

the front center? Then you’ve seen a little-s 

spinel, which refers to a specific crystal struc-

ture comprised of magnesium aluminate 

(MgAl2O4). Trademarked Spinel technology 

uses the spinel structure with a geometric 

configuration of metal atoms surrounded by 

either four or six oxygen molecules—sharing 

the appearance of the royal not-quite-ruby—

but with different, more chemically active 

metals standing in for spinel’s magnesium 

and aluminum. (The initial patent mentions 

copper and manganese, and other combina-

tions are under development.) To understand 

how it works, a primer on the way today’s 

three-way cats function might be in order. 

At high temperatures, the precious-metal 

surface coating of today’s catalysts can grab 

onto one or more of the oxygens on a NOx 

molecule and hang onto it long enough for 

its N molecule to escape with another nearby 

N molecule as harmless nitrogen (N2). The 

captured Os then get attached to dangerous 

CO and hydrocarbon (HC) molecules, turning 

them into CO2 and water. 

Scaled up to gemstone size, CDT’s Spinel 

would be ugly and black, but formed as a 

I love it when I first discover a 

major looming problem while 

learning about its solution. It 

saves a lot of fretting. Recent case 

in point: The push toward highly stressed 

turbocharged and downsized engines has 

been great for boosting CAFE ratings, but it’s 

a ticking NOx emissions time bomb. Highly 

stressed engines produce more NOx, and 

turbos rob the exhaust stream of some of the 

energy needed for catalysts to work. What’s 

worse, tougher Tier III Bin 30 (SULEV30) 

requirements phasing in within five to seven 

years will ratchet down allowable NOx tailpipe 

emissions by 80 percent. Fixing the problem 

by ladling extra platinum group elements into 

the catalytic converter would be prohibi-

tively expensive and potentially impossible, 

as supplies of these aptly named “precious 

metals” are limited. Enter Clean Diesel 

Technologies Inc. with a miraculous new 

nano-structured “Spinel” material that prom-

ises to do the work of the precious stuff for 

dimes on the dollar. (Note that although Diesel 

is the company’s middle name, this invention 

is for three-way gas-engine catalysts.)

Have you ever feasted your peepers on 

Britain’s Imperial State Crown in the Tower of 

London, the purple velvet number with the 

Illustration Samuel A. Minick
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Detour The intersection of priceless and worthless knowledge 

From the Motor Trend Archive...

REARVIEW

@MT_TheGoods

30
MARCH 1985
PRICE: $2.00

Our 1985 Import Car of 
the Year honors fell to 
Toyota’s mid-engine 
MR2 sports car for its 
baby-supercar driving 
dynamics. A preview 
of the new-for-1986 
Ford Taurus ran on 
the cover.

MARCH 1965
PRICE: $0.50

The American Motors 
Marlin found its way to 
our cover this month. 
An obvious rif on 
Plymouth’s eye-catch-
ing Barracuda sports 
coupe, the Marlin was 

something of a halo 
car for the brand in 
the mid-1960s. We 
also ran a multi-page 
feature on racing 
legend A.J.Foyt, 
then in his prime, 
which resulted in 
quotes such as, “It 
gets prety squirrel-y 
when somebody 
tries to hoss a sprint 
car around on a fat 
track.” Indeed.

MARCH 2005
PRICE: $3.99

Although the Shelby 
GR-1 concept never 
came to fruition, the 
Lexus LF-A fnally 
hit production fve 
years later. And the 
Mitsubishi Eclipse? 
Well, it never quite 
became the Nissan 
“Z chaser” that we 
projected. 

10

50

Master & Dynamic
ME03 and MH40

$160-$400 • masterdynamic.com
Their spec sheets read like those of 

sports cars: aluminum exterior casings, 
cow and lambskin leather, stainless 

steel components, woven cables with 
oxygen-free copper wiring. Neodymium 

drivers are used for beter clarity.

Gulf
Fondo Jersey
$99 • superstrada-gulf.com
Not enough Gulf livery in your life? Wear the iconic 
color scheme on this sweat-wicking cycling jersey 
featuring full zipper front, three rear cargo pockets, 
and one zippered compartment. 

Lexdray
San Diego Pack 
$100 • lexdray.com
It’s diminutive in dimensions but big in 
versatility. Military-grade hardware, 1680D 
ballistic nylon, feece lining, and several 
pockets make it stylish and useful.

Exotics Racing
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Brian Gush
Brian Gush, Bentley’s director 

of motorsport, knows the 

Continental GT very well. He 

began working on the car’s devel-

opment not long after VW Group acquired the 

storied British luxury brand in 1998. Over the 

years, he’s also served as Bentley’s powertrain 

and chassis development chief, and now the 

genial South African, who collects and races 

vintage motocross bikes, heads Bentley’s GT3 

racing program.

The Bentley Continental GT3 race car has 

been developed entirely in-house at Bentley’s 

HQ in Crewe, England. Bentley had previ-

ously competed in the LMP1 prototype sports 

car category, the team run by Gush winning 

the fabled 24 Hours of Le Mans race with the 

Speed 8 in 2003. The decision to focus on the 

production-car-based GT3 category instead 

came when fellow VW Group brand Porsche 

announced it would be competing in LMP1 

alongside Audi in 2014. “Three brands in 

LMP1 was one too many,” Gush says.

And then there’s history. Back in the 1920s, 

when the Bentley Boys ran riot at La Sarthe, 

winning the 24 Hours of Le Mans four times 

straight, Bentley forged a reputation for 

not only being strong at endurance racing, 

but for supporting customers who raced 

production-based cars designed and 

developed by the factory. Today’s 

GT3 category, which features racing 

versions of road-going sports cars 

such as the Porsche 911, Ferrari 458 

Italia, McLaren 12C, Aston Martin V8 Vantage, 

Mercedes-Benz SLS, and Chevrolet Corvette, 

seemed the perfect modern analogue.

Though it looks like a Continental GT, the 

GT3 racer is 2,200 pounds lighter. Making 

the race car rear drive instead of all-wheel 

drive and choosing to go with the 4.0-liter 

V-8 instead of the 6.0-liter 12-cylinder engine 

were two key decisions Gush made at the 

beginning of the car’s development. Getting 

engineers at the factory in Crewe to develop 

the race car was a third.

Director of Motorsport, Bentley

“Taking 2,200 pounds out of a car is a chal-

lenging exercise,” Gush says. “So we pulled in 

the production car body engineering guy to 

show where stiffening in the body-in-white 

could be removed and taken up by the roll-

cage. We got the electronics guy in to design 

the wiring harness. We got tremendous 

equity and engagement from the workforce 

in the whole program.” 

The GT3 race car’s engine shares its 

internals with the 4.0-liter V-8 in the limited 

edition, $337,000 Continental GT3-R road 

car Gush’s team also developed to celebrate 

Bentley’s return to racing. The major differ-

ence between the two powertrains is that 

the race car’s turbochargers are located on 

each side of the engine, but the road car’s are 

tucked in the vee. “The engine is quite new in 

development terms,” Gush says of its perfor-

mance potential. “There’s a lot left in it.”

The Continental GT3 won its first race 

in May at Silverstone, the home of British 

racing, and Gush has a five-event program 

planned for 2015, including races at Monza, 

Paul Ricard, Spa, and the Nürburgring, as well 

as a return visit to Silverstone. But what will 

really drive Bentley’s GT3 effort, Gush says, 

will be its customer car program.

British rally car preparation guru Malcolm 

Wilson has been signed to build, prepare, and 

service Continental GT3s for customer race 

teams around the world. “When I approached 

Malcolm, he said, ‘I know nothing about 

traditional racing.’ I said, ‘That’s perfect,’ ” 

Gush smiles. “He has no preconceptions and 

no bad habits. He’ll build our cars the way 

we want.” Wilson’s M-Sport organization, 

which has built and run World Rally cars for 

Ford factory and customer teams since 1997 

(winning World Rally Championship titles in 

2006 and 2007), currently provides support 

for more than 700 cars worldwide. “He knows 

how to look after customers,” Gush says. 

“That was a big part of our decision.”

Gush has been pleased with what he calls 

a terrific response to Bentley’s return to 

the track. “People wanted Bentley back in 

racing,” he says. But he insists motorsport 

is more than just egos and testosterone 

and corporate belly-bumping. “It’s a valu-

able business tool,” he says. “It has helped 

generate high enthusiasm and engagement 

among our workforce, and people who are 

interested and passionate about racing tend 

to be younger. We’re keeping Bentley in front 

of that audience.” Angus MacKenzie

The engine is quite new 
in development terms; 
there's a lot left in it,” 
Gush says of the GT3's 
performance potential.

BEST OF BRITISH: The Bentley Continental 
GT3’s first race victory was, fittingly, at 
Silverstone, home of British racing, in May.

They Say

Interview
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Second Chances
I received my December 2014 issue and 

was immediately drawn to the Sport/

Utility of the Year (“Dynamic Do-Over”). 

Since I had already seen that the 2015 

Honda CR-V was the winner, I wanted 

to see what was written. I currently 

own a 2012 CR-V EX-L AWD, which 

with the exception (no snide remarks 

please) of my 2001 and 2004 Azteks 

[Sweet.—Ed.] is the best vehicle I’ve 

owned. Before I bought my 2012, I read 

your reviews and found a few of them 

to be accurate but was intrigued by 

your gas mileage figures. Fast-forward 

to the 2015 model, and it seems you 

have the same complaint about the gas 

mileage. I’m trying to figure out why 

you get such horrible mileage, unless 

each of your drivers has lead feet. I 

typically drive 65-percent highway 

and 35-percent city, and if it wasn’t 

for the rotten winter gas here, my 

mileage average, which is just under 28 

combined mpg, would be higher. It’s 

a shame your drivers don’t seem to be 

able to duplicate real-world mileage. 

Personally, I think the 2015 CR-V 

deserved the calipers; it’s an awesome 

ride. I do enjoy your magazine but 

discount your mileage figures when I 

look to buy a vehicle.

JACK EGAN

BRUNSWICK, OHIO
The highway use skew is reflected in your 

observed combined fuel economy—both 

the EPA and our Real MPG test allocate 

45 percent for the highway—so we’re not 

flabbergasted that you’re doing well at the 

pumps. The CR-V got its second chance 

and nailed it. We hope Letter of the Month 

encourages a second look at 

our Real MPG results.—

Ed.

Challenger Support Group
I may have been born at the end of the 1970s, 

but I know what makes a muscle car, and 

the Dodge Challenger checks all the boxes. 

According to your test results, the Chevrolet 

Camaro and Ford Mustang would beat me 

on the back roads to the dragstrip (“Not Their 

First Rodeo”). However, the Challenger will 

haul more beer (cargo volume), more of my 

friends (interior volume), and take the win in 

the quarter mile. The Challenger will also get 

more looks, sound meaner going down the 

road, and when compared with the Mustang 

costs $6,500 less. Besides, if I want a track 

car, I’m not shopping any of these.

JUSTIN CARTWRIGHT

LOUISVILLE, KENTUCKY

After reading the previous month’s article 

on Best Driver’s Car (November 2014), I 

was eager to see the criteria for the ponycar 

competition. To my surprise (by now, I 

shouldn’t be) a new set of rules applied. 

Or should I say, rule, singular. Last month, 

the winner of the road course (Nissan 

GT-R Nismo) only finished fourth with all 

the other ambiguous criteria added. But 

let’s pretend that the same criteria applied 

to this month’s comparison, sans facial 

expressions.

In the interest of fair disclosure, I 

currently own a Challenger but have owned 

a Mustang in the past and several Camaro-

cousin F-bodies.

By last month’s measuring stick, the 

Challenger would have won. Fastest in a 

straight line, the most horsepower, and 

more importantly, you reported that the 

Challenger always garnered the most atten-

tion from onlookers. To an everyday Joe who 

uses the car for a daily driver, isn’t attention 

(of the positive kind) what we all hope for?

By contrast, the winner—because of the 

best track time—was reported to have a 

cheap interior, limited vision when looking 

out, and the roughest ride.

What have we learned from this compar-

ison? If you want a stock track car, buy the 

Camaro. If you want good looks, admiration 

from onlookers, and buckets of horsepower, 

go with the Dodge.

BILL CRAFT

FORT RUSSELL, ILLINOIS

That is some tortured logic.—Ed.

In the December 2014 issue comparing 

ponycars, you make it a point that the 

Challenger weighs 400 pounds more than 

the others. Still, according to your tests, at 

LETTER OF THE MONTH

READERS’ THOUGHTS ON PAST ISSUES

the end of the quarter mile all the Mustang 

and Camaro see are the Challenger’s tail-

lights. I know which one I’m buying. …

TONY CERSOSIMO

KINGS PARK, NEW YORK
We’re sensing a theme here.—Ed.

I have been a reader and subscriber to Motor 

Trend for many years. I enjoy the publica-

tion. A few years ago, GM started multiple-

page advertisements in all of the auto 

magazines for their products. Since then, 

they have been rewarded with more than 

their share of favorable articles and awards 

for their cars and trucks in these same 

publications. It was of no great surprise in 

your recent comparison of ponycars that the 

Camaro would be the winner.

TIM BUTLER

TRAVERSE CITY, MICHIGAN

Geez, no love for the full-spread Challenger ad 

40 pages after the ponycar comparison?—Ed.

Molehill, Meet Mountain
After reading the December 2014 issue, I 

am confused. In Rory Jurnecka’s article, 

he reported the Jeep Cherokee Trailhawk is a 

true off-roader (“Garage”). Then I read Angus 

MacKenzie’s “The Big Picture.” He claims the 

“Jeep Cherokee cried uncle on a silt-covered 

hill” where the Subaru Outback “waltzed up 

without breaking a sweat.” Jurnecka states 

that the Trailhawk “made it up the off-road 

hill like there was no hill” (“Running the 

Gamut”). What am I missing? I believe they 

were both talking about the same hill.

WALLY MYERS

MARMORA, NEW JERSEY

You overlooked the main adjective preceding 

MacKenzie’s statement. He was referring to the 

FWD Cherokee.—Ed.

C’mon, Caddy
I am not in the auto business, but I question 

whether Cadillac’s new leader and plans will 

be successful. I understand not wanting to 

become Lincoln. However, when you share 

engineering and components with other GM 

products, does it matter whether Cadillac’s 

office is in New York or down the hall from 

Chevy, GMC, etc.?

Maybe I am just being a homer lamenting 

a loss for my hometown. By the way, how 

has the renaming thing worked out for 

Infiniti, Mr. de Nysschen’s prior stop? 

I don’t see them breaking any sales 

records.

At the price point to which Cadillac 

aspires, consumers just want quality 

We're sending you  
this gear necklace 
and ring from Kinekt 
Designs. Learn more 
about them in “The 
Goods” section on page 32.

Your Say...

SUPER 
PRIZE
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READERS ON LOCATION
SINNING SALLY This is not Sally, but 

subscriber/Sin City resident Karen R., 

pictured in this sneakily snapped Greece 

vacation photo. Karen spills the beans: 

“While my husband was taking pictures 

of me sitting on a rock, a security guard 

approached us and told us to stop 

taking pictures. When I asked her why, 

she explained that we might use the 

photographs with the Parthenon in the 

background for commercial purposes. 

Reluctantly, we moved on. However, 

we walked to the other side of the 

Parthenon and took a few more photo-

graphs.” As far as we’re concerned, 

Karen, you’re on a movie set (wink).

products. The other stuff is just superfluous. 

I suspect that in a few years, when Mr. de 

Nysschen has gone back to Europe, all of this 

will have been for naught.

ANDRE F. MAYS

MACOMB, MICHIGAN

We’re not sure why he will have “gone back” to 

Europe: de Nysschen has served at the premier 

levels in the U.S. (Cadillac, Audi), Asia (Audi, 

Infiniti), and his native South Africa (Audi 

again). Anyway, as outside observers, let’s have 

a bit of faith in what will be a long, arduous 

journey.—Ed.

For the Record
I was reading the SUV of the Year article from 

December (Honda CR-V). It says the tires are 

Dunlop Grandtrek AT20. The picture from 

page 104 shows very clearly Continental 

CrossContact tires. Is this the vehicle you 

reviewed? I’m a tire freak and notice the  

little things.

MIKE POOS

MENOMONEE FALLS, WISCONSIN

The CR-V we tested for SUV of the Year is the 

Basque Red Pearl II example presented on page 

107. If we magnified the side profile shot, the tire 

sidewalls would read “Dunlop Grandtrek AT20.” 

The silver CR-V was wrangled up specifically for 

photography.—Ed.
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The new Acura NSX isn’t a 

“numbers” car. Yet. That is to say, 

at this point we don’t have many 

numbers for it. We know it will 

have six cylinders arranged longitudinally in 

a V configuration, two turbochargers, three 

electric motors (two front, one rear), four 

driven wheels, and nine forward gears in its 

dual-clutch transmission, but even now, as 

the near-production version of the car sits in 

front of us on a clinically clean white floor 

somewhere in Honda’s Southern California 

R&D facility, there’s much we don’t know. 

Engine displacement, horsepower, torque, 

curb weight, and performance figures are 

undisclosed, even as the car’s lead engi-

neer, the affable Ted Klaus, stands next to it, 

beaming. “Wait until you drive it,” Klaus says. 

“We’ll tell you everything then.”

Words Rory Jurnecka

We’re told the first media drives will be in 

July, and that’s really not too much of a wait, 

especially considering we’ve been waiting 

nearly a decade since the original NSX left 

the market at the end of 2005. But now that 

we’ve seen the second coming of Acura’s 

NSX in all of its composite and aluminum 

glory close enough to touch—we’ve failed 

to resist that urge several times now—to say 

we can’t wait is like saying Formula 1 cars 
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HOT BOX The mid-mounted 
twin-turbo V-6 requires plenty of 
cooling, which prompted plenty 
of subtle styling revisions late in 
the development process.

AERO CHIC There’s no active aerodynamics on 
the new NSX, just well-thought-out fixed pieces. 
This difuser works with the upturned rear deck 
lid to provide downforce on the rear of the car.

FUNCTION FIRST The NSX is fairly gimmick-free. The 
myriad scoops and vents in the car’s panels are purely 
functional. They just so happen to look good, too.

are fast. True, but oh, such an under-

statement. As sexy as the new NSX 

looks on these pages, believe us when 

we say it’s even better in real life. 

The road to this point has been a 

rocky one, filled with fits and starts, 

hopes and disappointments. When 

Klaus was assigned the NSX project several 

years ago, there had already been ideas on 

what a new NSX could look like. Klaus’ first 

step was to do some research and meet the 

chief engineer on the original NSX project, 

Shigeru Uehara. “We met with the original 

NSX team and just discussed how that project 

really represented Acura’s formative DNA,” 

Klaus says. “We talked a lot about making a 

vehicle that really respects the driver. Acura 

was a brand that was formed on the value of 

making performance accessible to the driver.” 

Finally, in 2012 the world saw its first 

glimpse of the new NSX concept 

at the 2012 Detroit 

auto show. Purists were less than impressed, 

but the future of the car was clearly staked. 

The future of performance cars was already 

being laid out by the hybrid prototypes that 

would become the LaFerrari, McLaren P1, 

and Porsche 918. “At the Detroit show we 

launched a hybrid, and there was some 

consternation about that,” Klaus says. “And 

then it was very interesting to see how 

rapidly and dynamically things 

evolved from that point.

“So then we move forward to 2013, 

and we strongly had our concept in 

place. Most important was styling, but 

also we have to lay out the components 

so that we can lower the center of gravity 

and bring the mass closer to the driver. We 

understood we could lay out the battery, the 

power electronics, the motors, and we could 

actually move the engine and improve the 

vehicle dynamics.”

A final major adjustment was made, from 

a transversely mounted, naturally aspirated 

60-degree V-6 to a longitudinally arranged, 

twin-turbocharged, dry-sumped 75-degree 

V-6. That engine was placed in an alumi-

num-intensive space frame with a carbon-

fiber floor. “We looked at a carbon tub and 

various materials,” Klaus says. “In the end we 

wanted to be able to evolve the design in the 

future. That was a big consideration.” Two 

electric motors in the front along with one 

in the rear allow for torque vectoring and a 

significant amount of instantaneous torque 

to supplement the internal combustion 

engine’s output. 

FIRST LOOK | 2016 Acura NSX
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LET IT OUT Air coming out 
of this Porsche 918-style 

fender vent relieves the high-
pressure area in the wheel 

well and directs airfow to the 
rear scoops, which feed the 

intake and intercooler.

 SCOOPED 
The larger front vents 

provide massive 
amounts of air to 

cool everything from 
the engine to the 

transmission and 
electric motors. Tiny 

side vents at the 
edges clean airfow 

over the wheels.

Klaus is especially proud of the aluminum 

nodes that extend from the frame and form 

the suspension mounting points. These are 

created in a brand-new casting process (a 

world first, according to Acura) that combines 

strength, light weight, and a malleable nature 

that allows them to deform instead of cracking 

and breaking in a crash. Klaus expects this 

tech will trickle down to mainstream Acuras.

“Because of the powertrain and layout 

change, that was our pivotal moment from an 

exterior styling standpoint,” says NSX exterior 

design project leader Michelle Christensen. 

“We wanted to keep the promise that Acura 

started with the show car.

“From the original show car, we added four 

new vents per side, and two of them became 

significantly larger. Most notable is the 

rear fender intakes, and design-wise it’s my 

favorite part of the car. It’s very exotic looking, 

which really elevates the car to a more presti-

gious level. We wanted to maintain authen-

ticity, too. We didn’t want anything on the 

NSX that was fluff or just extra garnish for the 

sake of looking cool. Every surface has been 

tuned to interact with the various cooling and 

aero components. All of them work together.”

Christensen worked with the aerody-

namics team in the wind tunnel to achieve 

enough downforce on the rear end with an 

upturned trailing edge and rear diffuser—no 

active aerodynamics here. Airflow through 

the pass-through rear pillars above the fender 

vents contributes to this effect.

Although the original NSX featured 

all-aluminum bodywork, the new version 

uses a mix of aluminum doors, roof (carbon 

is still being investigated here), and engine 

lid with composite fenders to keep weight to 

a minimum. The wide taillight with upright 

ends is one of the few concessions made to 

carrying features over from the original car. 

The aluminum-intensive suspension 

is fully independent at both ends, and 

Brembo carbon-ceramic brakes—six-piston 

calipers fore and four-piston units aft—are 

found all around. The staggered 19-/20-inch 

wheel setup is wrapped in Continental 

FIRST LOOK 
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2016 Acura NSX

BASE PRICE $150,000*

VEHICLE LAYOUT Mid-engine, AWD, 2-pass, 
2-door coupe

ENGINE 3.5L* 400-hp*/375-
lb-f* twin-turbo DOHC 
24-valve V-6 plus two 
50-hp*/75-lb-f* front 
and one 50-hp*/75-lb-f* 
rear electric motors, 550 
hp*/575 lb-f* comb

TRANSMISSION 1-speed auto (fr); 9-speed 
twin-clutch auto (rr) 

CURB WEIGHT 3,600 lb*  

WHEELBASE 103.5 in

L X W X H 176.0 x 76.4 x 47.8 in

0-60 MPH 3.0 sec*

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB
FUEL ECON

Not yet rated

ON SALE IN U.S. Winter 2015

HUMAN ELEMENT 
The NSX’s interior was designed 
to conform to—not constrain—the 
driver. Strong outward vision and 

ergonomics were key goals.

ContiSportContact 235/35ZR19 front and 

295/30ZR20 rear. 

Much emphasis was placed on molding 

the NSX’s cabin into a place where the driver 

immediately feels at home. To that end, 

interior design lead John Norman examined 

everything from the view through the wind-

shield to the finer touch points. 

“The original NSX revolutionized the pack-

aging for the sports car industry,” Norman 

says. “We had to make sure to keep that. We 

tried as hard as we could to keep the instru-

ment panel low, to keep the cowl low. We 

worked on how to get the view out of the car 

as good as possible. We were able to shrink 

the A-pillars and still get airbags in them.”

A central TFT display in the instrument 

panel is the focal point with just two actual 

analog gauges flanking the display on either 

side. A knob “large enough so it can be oper-

ated with gloved hands,” Norman says, sits 

on the center stack and toggles between four 

Integrated Dynamics System driving behavior 

modes: Quiet (EV), Sport, Sport Plus, and 

Track. As the modes change, so does the layout 

of the central display, emphasizing various 

functions over others. The view through the 

windshield reveals a low hood with more 

prominent fenders to either side—not unlike 

the original—and excellent forward visibility.

The steering wheel is more square than 

round, with the primary hand positions at 

3 and 9 o’clock. Chassis engineers are said 

to have integrated a quick enough rack that 

it’s rare a driver’s hands will have to deviate 

much from that position. External stitching 

at these areas is minimal to prevent chafing, 

and even the knee bracing points on the 

doors and center console are padded to 

prevent bruising. Thoughtful touches. 

Significantly, not only was the NSX’s devel-

opment U.S.-based, but global production 

will also be based at Acura’s new Performance 

Manufacturing Center in Marysville, Ohio. 

Acura will begin taking orders this summer 

at an estimated base price of $150,000. As for 

anticipated performance? Klaus says the car 

is a different animal than, say, a Ferrari 458 

which, as he says, “is always on; it’s hot and 

exotic 1,000 percent of the time.” Think more 

of an Audi R8 V10 with an E-thrust element. 

We can’t wait to find out. n

FIRST LOOK | 2016 Acura NSX

*Best-guess MT estimates
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 FIRST LOOK

1989
The world catches its 

first glimpse of the Acura 

(Honda) NSX, first in 

sketches, then in sheetmetal 

at the Chicago auto show 

in February. Specs are still 

tentative, and Ayrton Senna 

is called in for final tuning.

The Acura NSX stunned 

the world when it 

arrived on the scene 

more than 25 years ago, 

but after its 15-year run 

came to an end, it had 

a rocky path back to 

production. Here’s a 

brief history of the NSX’s 

ups and downs.

2007
Almost two decades after 

the original NSX debuted 

in Chicago, the Acura 

Advanced Sports Car 

Concept stuns Detroit auto 

showgoers. Acura says AWD 

and a front-mounted V-10 are 

in the car’s future.

1990
Finally, the NSX hits show-

rooms as a 1991 model with 

a mid-mounted 270-hp VTEC 

3.0-liter V-6 and a five-speed 

manual gearbox. We’re 

impressed enough that we 

call it “the best sports car 

ever built.”

2007
Later that year, what 

appears to be a heavily 

modified S2000 is spotted 

at the Nürburgring and is 

rumored to be a prototype for 

the next-gen NSX. We don’t 

see it a second time.

1995
The NSX-T arrives with a 

removable targa-style roof 

panel and an optional four-

speed automatic. In 1997, 

displacement increases to 

3.2 liters for an extra 20 hp, 

and a six-speed manual is 

standard.

1998
A special-edition NSX 

honors racing driver Alex 

Zanardi’s two CART champi-

onships in Honda-powered 

race cars. Just 49 of the light-

weight cars are built; all have 

fixed roofs, suspension mods, 

and unique styling cues.

2008
A new prototype is spotted 

at the ’Ring with bodywork 

resembling the previous 

concept’s. Ultimately, the car 

is revealed to be a mule for 

the Super GT HSV-010 GT 

race car, and the NSX project 

is dead again.

2002
A refresh brings fixed head-

lamps, restyled front and 

rear valances, and suspen-

sion tweaks. In 2005, five 

JDM NSX-R GTs are built as 

homologation specials for a 

cool $500,000 each. Then 

NSX production ends.

ACURA NSX THROUGH THE YEARS

2012
Years pass with little known 

of the NSX’s status. Then 

Acura brings a new NSX 

concept to the Detroit auto 

show. The concept shares 

the basic AWD, hybrid, 

mid-engined configuration of 

the production car.

“We didn’t want anything on the NSX that was fuf  
or just extra garnish for the sake of looking cool.”

MARCH 2015 / MOTORTREND.COM  43



Consumer Reviews 
Read what other drivers have to say about the tires they 

drive on every day. With our easy-to-use search tools, 

you’re equipped with the “experience” you need to select 

tires that are a perfect fi t and a performance match. 

www.tirerack.com/tires/reviews

Consumer Survey Results 
135,000+ consumer surveys covering over 430 different tire models 

and over 2.4 billion miles of driving equal enough experience to help 

you compare one tire’s performance and handling traits with another...and 

another...until you fi nd the one that’s right for you. Rankings include 11 

performance features within four categories: wet, dry, winter and comfort. 

www.tirerack.com/tires/surveyresults

Helping You Choose 
the Right Tire!

The Tire Rack Test Track: 
Truth Serum for Tires

Tire Rack’s team of over 100 test drivers evaluates tires 

from every major manufacturer. This behind-the-wheel experi-

ence along with extensive classroom training allows our 

sales team to provide expert product recommendations 

based on how, where and what you drive.

www.tirerack.com/tires/test

©2014 
Tire Rack 1-888-372-8473 www.tirerack.comM-F 8am-8pm  

SAT 9am-4pm
Hours 
EST:



 GT7 
 15  16  17  18 

 VR5 
 15  16  17  18 

FD-05
 15  16  17  18 

 M52 
 15  16  17  18 

 O.Z.   ULTRALEGGERA HLT 
 19  20 

STARTING AT  $399 ea.

 O.Z.   LEGGERA HLT 
 17  18  19  20 

STARTING AT  $299 ea.

 AXIS SPORT   XM 
 17  18 

STARTING AT  $149 ea.

 AXIS   MODEL TWO 
 19  20  21 

STARTING AT  $249 ea.

 O.Z.   ALLEGGERITA HLT 
 16  17  18 

STARTING AT  $259 ea.

 O.Z.   SUPERTURISMO DAKAR 
 20  21 

STARTING AT  $382 ea.

 AXIS   MODEL ONE 
 20 

STARTING AT  $275 ea.

 SPARCO   PRO CORSA 
 17  18 

STARTING AT  $148 ea.

 BREMMER KRAFT   BR12 
 17  18  19 

STARTING AT  $159 ea.

 BREMMER KRAFT   BR11 
 17  18  19 

STARTING AT  $159 ea.

 AVARUS   AV12 
 17  18  19  20 

STARTING AT  $169 ea.

 AVARUS   AV11 
 20  21 

STARTING AT  $232 ea.

 SPARCO   ASSETTO GARA 
 14  15  16  17  18 

STARTING AT  $105 ea.

 O.Z.   OMNIA 
 17  18 

STARTING AT  $210 ea.

 ENKEI TUNING   T6S 
 17  18 

STARTING AT  $195 ea.

 ENKEI TUNING   RAIJIN 
 18 

STARTING AT  $215 ea.

 ASA   AR1 
 16  17  18 

STARTING AT  $120 ea.

 ANDROS   R9 
 17  18 

STARTING AT  $139 ea.

 ANDROS   N1 
 16  17  18 

STARTING AT  $114 ea.

 ADVANTI   HY HYBRIS 
 17  18  19  20 

STARTING AT  $155 ea.

 ADVANTI   FS FASTOSO 
 18  19  20 

STARTING AT  $179 ea.

 ADVANTI   DRAGO 
 18  19 

STARTING AT  $159 ea.

 O.Z.   CORTINA 
 19  20 

STARTING AT  $299 ea.

BRAKES SUSPENSION

A HUGE SELECTION OF OVER 1,000 DIFFERENT WHEELS

See Them On 

Your Vehicle!
Enter your vehicle at 
www.tirerack.com to 
experience one-click 
access to everything 
that fi ts it, and create a 
list of saved products.

What About TPMS?
 If your vehicle came equipped with a 
direct tire pressure monitoring system, 
we can assist you in selecting wheels that 
are compatible with its sensors. We also 
offer an extra set of sensors for 
all TPMS systems, so your 
tire and wheel package 
can arrive with sensors 
already installed.

Want More Info?
Call and talk to our 
highly trained experts.

©2014 
Tire Rack 1-888-372-8473 www.tirerack.comM-F 8am-8pm  

SAT 9am-4pm
Hours 
EST:

Prices Subject to Change
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SUPERSEDAN HIDES  
707 HORSES BEHIND 

FOUR DOORS

I N C O G N I  
Seven-oh-seven horsepower. In a 

full-size American sedan. Let that 

sink in. The 2015 Dodge Charger 

SRT Hellcat is the most powerful 

production sedan ever built. And with a 

claimed 204-mph top speed, Chrysler says it’s 

also the fastest production sedan ever. The 

fact that the Charger has four doors makes 

it even more ludicrous than its two-door 

Challenger counterpart, which we loved 

dearly in our First Test and a comparison 

against the supercharged 580-hp Chevrolet 

Camaro ZL1. (The supercharged 662-hp Ford 

Shelby GT500 has been discontinued.)  

Like the Challenger SRT Hellcat, the 

Charger SRT Hellcat’s astonishing 707 hp and 

650 lb-ft of torque come from a supercharged 

6.2-liter Hemi V-8 mated strictly to a ZF eight-

speed automatic transmission that sends 

power to the rear wheels. (A six-speed manual 

is available on the Challenger SRT Hellcat.) 

The Charger SRT Hellcat rides on 9.5-by-20-

inch forged wheels wrapped in 275/40R20 

Pirelli P Zero tires on all four corners. If those 

tires sound narrow for 707 hp, you would be 

correct. To put that into context, a 275/40R17 

was the optional tire size (a 245/50R16 was 

standard) on the 305-hp 1999-2002 Camaro 

Z28 and the standard tire size on the 325-hp 

Camaro SS and the 390-hp 2003-2004 Ford 

Mustang Cobra SVT. The 2015 Charger Hellcat 

makes roughly the same amount of power as 

the Camaro SS and Cobra SVT combined. 

Those tires hindered the Charger Hellcat’s 

performance at the dragstrip. Still, the 

4,562-pound 2015 Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat 

reached 60 mph in 3.7 seconds and finished 

the quarter mile in 11.8 seconds at 124.3 mph. 

The 113-pound-lighter two-door 2015 Dodge 

Challenger SRT Hellcat matched the Charger 

to 60 mph and finished the quarter mile 

one-tenth quicker and 1.1 mph faster. 

FIRST TEST | 2015 Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat
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Dodge claims the Charger Hellcat can run 

the quarter mile in 11.0 seconds flat. That 

might be possible on a specially prepped 

dragstrip, but our testing is done on a street-

style surface. 

Stomping the right pedal at a 60-mph roll 

easily produces black stripes and smoke as 

the Hellcat fishtails up to ludicrous speeds 

even with traction control set at its most 

oppressive setting. At full throttle, the tires 

chirp on each upshift regardless of transmis-

sion setting. 

Although the 2015 Dodge Charger SRT 

Hellcat is the most powerful production 

sedan available, the twin-motor (691 hp, 687 

lb-ft combined output) 2015 Tesla Model 

S P85D is the quickest sedan we’ve tested, 

reaching 60 mph in 3.1 seconds and finishing 

the quarter mile in 11.6 seconds at 115.2 

mph—0.2 second quicker but 9.1 mph slower 

than the Hellcat. The Hellcat also has the 

advantage on the top end: The P85D tops out 

at “just” 155 mph. The 560-hp, all-wheel-drive 

Audi RS 7 reaches 60 mph in 3.2 seconds and 

matches the P85D’s quarter-mile time but has 

You might not be able to get 

a Charger Hellcat—or any 

Charger, for that mater—with 

a manual transmission, but the 

enthusiast gods have been 

more than good to us this year. 

A six-speed manual transmis-

sion is available as a no-cost 

option for the 2015 Chevrolet 

SS. Sure, the SS’ 415 hp and 

415 lb-f of torque are a far 

cry from the Charger Hellcat’s 

insane 707 hp and 650 lb-f, but 

the Chevy still has more than 

enough power to hang the 

tail out if you feel so inclined. 

The SS manual retains the 

same 6.2-liter LS3 V-8 as its 

slushbox-equipped coun-

terpart but gets a 3.70:1 rear 

axle to ofset the taller but clos-

er-spaced manual box ratios. 

(The stick shaves a tenth of 

the automatic’s track times.) 

New standard Magnetic Ride 

Control dampers also make 

the 2015 Chevy SS a comfort-

able highway cruiser. 

Naturally, the manual lets 

you keep the transmission 

in whatever gear you like for 

as long as you like, which 

made the SS a veritable drif 

machine around our handling 

course. Although we’d love to 

call the SS a proper American 

muscle sedan, that wouldn’t 

be true; it’s essentially a 

rebodied Aussie-market 

Holden Commodore, which 

we’ve known in the States as 

the Pontiac G8. Now that the 

SS has a manual option, it can 

pick up where the G8 lef of. 

The Chevy SS manual 

comes nearly loaded at a 

starting price of $46,740, 

including destination (dodging 

the automatic model’s $1,300 

gas-guzzler tax). Leather seats 

with embroidered seatbacks 

and faux suede inserts come 

standard, as does a MyLink 

infotainment system with 

navigation, color head-up 

display, and OnStar 4G LTE 

Wi-Fi hot spot. The SS manual 

is a rare beast, but it will soon 

be an extinct one because GM 

has decided to end Australian 

vehicle production by 2017. 

Still, we should be thankful 

that a manual-equipped, 

V-8-powered, rear-drive full-

size sedan exists at all in this 

day and age. For those who 

need to row their own and can 

live with “just” 415 hp, the 2015 

Chevrolet SS with six-speed 

manual is an enticing proposi-

tion.  Alex Nishimoto

FIRST TESTFIRST TEST | 2015 Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat

2015 Chevrolet SS 2 Fewer Cogs, 292 Fewer HP… More Fun?

The Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat is the most powerful production sedan ever built.

Base Price $46,740 Price as Tested $46,740 Vehicle Layout Front-engine, RWD, 5-pass, 4-door sedan  
Engine 6.2L/415-hp/415-lb-f* OHV 16-valve V-8 Transmission 6-speed manual Curb Weight (F/R Dist) 3,918 lb 
(52/48%) Wheelbase 114.8 in L x W x H 195.5 x 74.7 x 57.9 in 0-60 MPH 4.5 sec Quarter Mile 12.9 sec @ 110.8 mph 
Braking, 60-0 MPH 110 f Lateral Acceleration 0.94 g (avg) MT Figure Eight 24.9 sec @ 0.81 g (avg) EPA City/
Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 15/21/17 mpg Energy Cons., City/Hwy 225/160 kW-hrs/100 miles CO2 Emissions 1.13 lb/mile

 *SAE Certifed  





2015 Dodge Charger Hellcat

BASE PRICE $64,990 

PRICE AS TESTED $69,070 

VEHICLE LAYOUT Front-engine, RWD, 
5-pass, 4-door sedan

ENGINE 6.2L/707-hp/650-lb-f 
supercharged  OHV 
16-valve V-8 

TRANSMISSION 8-speed automatic

CURB WEIGHT (F/R DIST) 4,562 lb (57/43%)

WHEELBASE 120.4 in

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 200.8 x 75.0 x 58.3 in

0-60 MPH 3.7 sec

QUARTER MILE 11.8 sec @ 124.3 mph

BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 104 f

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.94 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 24.5 sec @ 0.91 g (avg)

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB FUEL ECON 13/22/16 mpg

ENERGY CONS., CITY/HWY 259/153 kW-hrs/100 miles

CO2 EMISSIONS 1.22 lb/mile
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a higher trap speed at 120.4 mph. 

The Charger Hellcat also puts down 

impressive handling stats, outperforming 

its lighter two-door sibling. Both the 

Charger and Challenger Hellcat pulled 0.94g 

average around the skidpad, but the Charger 

was slightly quicker around the figure eight, 

posting a 24.5-second lap at 0.91g average 

versus the Challenger’s 24.7-second lap and 

0.85g average. In our Challenger Hellcat 

test, we noted that the Alfa Romeo 4C 

posted the same 24.5-second figure-eight 

lap time, giving the Charger Hellcat a faster 

time than the lightweight mid-engine 

Italian coupe. The Charger stopped from 

60 mph in 104 feet—5 feet shorter than the 

Challenger. Those are impressive numbers 

for a full-size sedan. 

Despite its hood scoop and pair of heat 

extractor vents, our Charger Hellcat tester 

travelled relatively incognito on the streets. 

Drivers of other performance cars seemed to 

be the most aware that our tester was special, 

though it still took a few incidents for many 

of them to realize they were dealing with 

more than just a “run-of-the-mill” SRT model. 

The Charger Hellcat is as docile as a house 

cat when slogging through Los Angeles rush 

hour(s) traffic. Ride quality is comfortable, 

and although it idles smoothly, crack open 

the throttle and the blown Hemi unmistak-

ably proclaims “American muscle.”    

Starting at $64,990 (including $995 desti-

nation and $1,700 gas guzzler tax), our Hellcat 

was finished in Billet Silver paint over black 

Nappa leather with Ruby Red Alcantara seat 

and door inserts. Other options included a 

$1,995 Harmon Kardon (900-watt, 19-speaker) 

audio system, $695 Uconnect system with 

8.4-inch touchscreen and navigation, $1,195 

power moonroof, and $195 for summer tires. 

Total cost came to $69,070. 

Sure, you could build a more powerful car 

for less money, but the 2015 Dodge Charger 

SRT Hellcat is the only 707-hp sedan available 

with a five-year/100,000-mile powertrain 

warranty and an EPA rating of 13/22/16 mpg 

city/highway/combined. n

STRAIGHT AND NARROW Relatively narrow 
tires keep the Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat 
from reaching its true potential; rather, they 
contribute to the exhibition driving experience.

FIRST TEST | 2015 Dodge Charger SRT Hellcat
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The Daniel Steiger Phantom Two-Tone. Engineered from premium grade 316L steel with a 18k yellow gold fused two-tone fi nish, 
the words “designer styling” really could have been invented for this timepiece. A Precision Chronograph Movement featuring 
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Growing up, I had a lot of fun 

in our family’s minivans. Our 

family’s first car was a 1999 

Dodge Grand Caravan SE that 

my dad used to shuttle me to early-morning 

hockey practice. (My little brothers would 

hide half-eaten bagels in the seats.) 

When it wasn’t  schlepping hockey gear 

and old bagels around, our family used it for 

our annual summer vacation from Brooklyn 

to Bethany Beach, Delaware. Filled with 

boogie boards, Game Boys, and what felt like 

everything my mom owned, our forest-

green Grand Caravan became everything 

from an Army helicopter to a karaoke room 

as my brothers and I entertained ourselves 

on the journey. 

To my 9-year-old self, nothing was cooler 

than that van and the fun-filled vacations it 

promised.

Sometime between the time our family’s 

second minivan caught fire in 2002 (long 

story) and the end of the decade, the 

popularity of the minivan plummeted. The 

market went from more than 11 models at its 

peak to just eight or so, depending on who’s 

counting. The meat of the market is covered 

Words Christian Seabaugh Photographs Brian Vance
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Chrysler Town & Country S .... $37,030

Honda Odyssey Touring Elite .$45,430

Kia Sedona SXL ..........................$43,295

Nissan Quest LE  ........................ $45,315 

Toyota Sienna SE  ......................$38,085

MOTOR TREND

MINIVANS



5

1. Toyota  2. Honda 3. Kia  4. Nissan  5. Chrysler

FAMILY 
VACATION

by the five Big Test competitors you see 

here: the 2014 Chrysler Town & Country S, 

2015 Honda Odyssey Touring Elite, 2015 Kia 

Sedona SXL, 2014 Nissan Quest LE, and the 

2015 Toyota Sienna SE. 

We asked each of the five manufacturers 

to provide us with a fully optioned minivan 

so we could test all the family-friendly 

amenities each has to offer. Most complied, 

though Chrysler and Toyota both sent us 

mid-level models. We left the lame-duck 

Dodge Grand Caravan on the sidelines 

because for all intents and purposes it’s 

identical to its Chrysler stablemate. We 

left the Mazda5 and Ford Transit Connect 

Wagon (see sidebar on page 110) out, as 

well, as both are smaller than the traditional 

American minivan.

AMERICA’S BEST-SELLING MINIVANS DUKE IT OUT FOR OUR BIG TEST CROWN
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Town & CountryOdyssey

Honda Odyssey Touring Elite

0-30 2.7 sec

0-40 4.2

0-50 5.8

0-60 7.9

0-70 10.3

0-80 13.2

0-90 17.3

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 4.1

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.74 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 28.7 sec @ 0.60 g (avg)

TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,750 rpm

Chrysler Town & Country S

ACCELERATION TO MPH

0-30 2.9 sec

0-40 4.2

0-50 5.8

0-60 7.8

0-70 10.1

0-80 13.5

0-90 17.7

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 4.0

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.76 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 28.5 sec @ 0.60 g (avg)

TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,500 rpm

Kia Sedona

The Sedona's 

First Class Lounge 

second-row seats 

were inspired by and 

designed during a 

Trans-Pacific flight to 

Seoul.

Honda Odyssey

The HondaVac's hose 

is long enough to 

stretch all the way to 

the front-passenger's 

footwell.

Toyota Sienna

The center seat of the 

Sienna's second row 

pops out and stows in 

the cargo area.

Nissan Quest

The Quest is the only 

van here with a power-

folding third row and 

cargo-tub cover.

Chrysler Town & 

Country

The Chrysler's Stow 

'n Go second- and 

third-row seats fold 

easily into the floor.

Notable Features

COMPARISON

help cornering performance in addition to 

providing compliant and well-sorted rides 

in the rough stuff, but the Nissan Quest 

wasn’t so lucky. Nissan appears to have fit the 

Quest with the softest springs possible. The 

end result is lots more noise, pitch, roll, and 

overall harshness transmitted to the cabin 

than in the Honda or Kia. “I’d hate to be stuck 

in back of this thing,” I wrote in my notes. “An 

absolute vomit comet.” 

Opposite the Quest on the ride spectrum 

were the Town & Country and Sienna. The 
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Ride & Handling
Although going fast can be nice,  for most 

minivan buyers there’s no driving trait more 

important than ride and handling—after all, 

poor ride and handling characteristics can 

result in carsick children stuck in the third 

row. (Ask me how I know.) To test each van’s 

ride and handling abilities, we devised a 

drive loop in Los Angeles’ ritzy Palos Verdes 

area. This diverse loop included stop-and-go 

suburban traffic, bits of highway speeds, and 

a rough section of road. 

Of our five contenders, the Kia Sedona 

found the most favor with our Big Test judges. 

“Driving this thing is actually a lot of fun,” 

digital director Chris Clonts said. “This is the 

car that encourages me to be myself in it, to 

push it a little bit. If I had my family with me, 

it would give me confidence that I could be 

safe in it under any conditions.” The Sedona’s 

body was exceptionally well-controlled in 

both the twisty and rough road portions of 

our loop, without the shimmies and shakes 

some of its competitors had. 

The Honda Odyssey also impressed during 

our drive loops. Though some judges thought 

the steering felt a bit on the light side, all 

agreed it was accurate. The ride was comfort-

able, too, without much roll and harshness 

from road imperfections, but we dinged 

the Odyssey for its road noise. The Honda’s 

engine sounds smooth and refined (even if it 

insists on being in sixth gear), but it was one 

of the noisiest vans here, with road, wind, 

and rain resulting in a loud and lively cabin.

Both Kia and Honda managed to fit 

their minivans with suspensions that 

sport-trimmed Toyota, with sporty steering 

feel and a stiff suspension, is surprisingly 

nice to drive in corners, but that’s at the detri-

ment of its overall ride quality, which tosses 

and bounces its occupants around on rough 

pavement. “The ride around town is rough 

but tolerable,” opined senior production 

editor Zach Gale. 

The similarly sport-oriented Chrysler 

took bumps in the same vein as the Sienna, 

though without the benefit of the Toyota’s 

sharp steering. The sole spot where the Town 

16.1 sec @ 86.4 mph

16.1 sec @ 87.1 mph

16.1 sec @ 88.8 mph

16.1 sec @ 90.1 mph

7.8

7.9

7.8

7.9

7.6 15.8 sec @ 89.9 mph

0-60 mph Quarter Mile

Kia
Sedona

Nissan
Quest

Toyota
Sienna

Chrysler Town
& Country

Honda 
Odyssey



Kia Sedona SXL

ACCELERATION TO MPH

0-30 2.8 sec

0-40 4.2

0-50 6.0

0-60 7.8

0-70 10.4

0-80 13.3

0-90 16.5

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 3.9

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.77 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 28.4 sec @ 0.62 g (avg)

TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,750 rpm

Nissan Quest LE

0-30 3.2 sec

0-40 4.5

0-50 6.1

0-60 7.9

0-70 10.1

0-80 12.7

0-90 16.0

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 3.6

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.74 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 28.9 sec @ 0.60 g (avg)

TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,650 rpm

Toyota Sienna SE

0-30 2.7 sec

0-40 4.0

0-50 5.8

0-60 7.6

0-70 9.9

0-80 12.7

0-90 15.9

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 3.8

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.73 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 28.8 sec @ 0.61 g (avg)

TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,750 rpm

For most minivan buyers there’s 
no driving trait more important 
than ride and handling.

BY THE NUMBERS  
Americans bought 373,233 

of these vans combined 
through November 2014. The 

Town & Country accounts 
for 127,331 of those sales.

AGING WELL The Town & Country still looks sharp.

& Country differentiated itself from the 

Sienna was in noise, as there was a worrying 

amount of shakes, squeaks, and rattles 

coming from the cabin. 

Performance
Ever wonder why the space shuttle and 

the Soviet version, Buran, looked almost 

identical? That’s (mostly) because American 

and Soviet engineers both overcame the same 

set of engineering obstacles with the same 

design solutions. What does this have to do 

with minivans? It appears that at some point 

over the development life of the minivan, 

all major manufacturers came to the same 

conclusion about engine size, type, and 

power. All five of our contenders sport V-6 

engines with around 3.5 liters of displace-

ment, around 260 horsepower, and about 250 

lb-ft of torque. All but one feature six-speed 

automatic transmissions. 

Performance numbers might seldom 

matter to minivan buyers, but here goes: The 

Sienna SE is the hot rod of the group. With 

its 3.5-liter V-6 making 266 hp and 245 lb-ft 

of torque, the “Swagger Wagon,” as Toyota 

is eager to call it, hustles to 60 mph in 7.6 

seconds and goes through the quarter mile 

in 15.8 seconds at 89.9 mph. Though the 

Sienna’s brakes initially feel a bit mushy, 

stomping on the brake pedal will stop the 

vehicle from 60 mph in 121 feet, the second-

shortest distance of the five vans.

The Kia Sedona was hot on the Sienna’s 

tail. The heaviest van here also packs the 

smallest yet second most powerful engine of 

the bunch. The Sedona’s 3.3-liter V-6 makes 

276 ponies and 248 lb-ft of twist, good for a 

7.8-second 0-60 mph run and a 16.1-second 

quarter mile with a time-traveling trap speed 

of 88.8 mph. Despite its heft and relative 

speed, the Kia had the shortest stopping 

distance at 118 feet. 

The remaining three were neck and neck 

with the Kia, with the Chrysler ahead by a 

nose. The Town & Country packs the biggest 

punch, its 3.6-liter V-6 making 283 hp and 

260 lb-ft of torque. The Chrysler matched the 

126 ft

126 ft

118 ft

126 ft

121 ft

Braking 60-0
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Chrysler Town & Country S Dimensions

HEADROOM, F/M/R 39.8/39.3/37.9 in

LEGROOM, F/M/R 40.7/36.5/32.7 in

SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R 63.7/64.1/62.0 in

CARGO VOLUME BEH F/M/R 143.8/83.3/33.0 cu f

CURB WEIGHT 4,562 lb

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 56/44 %

TURNING CIRCLE 39.1 f

The Chrysler Town & Country packs the biggest punch under the hood.
Kia to 60 mph and through the quarter mile 

but was traveling slower (at 86.4 mph). The 

Town & Country needed 126 feet to halt from 

60 mph.

The Quest was close behind. The only van 

here to eschew a six-speed automatic for a 

CVT, it features a 3.5-liter V-6 good for 260 hp 

and 240 lb-ft. The combo gave the Nissan a 

7.9-second 0-60 mph time and allowed it to 

go through the quarter mile in 16.1 seconds 

with a 90.1 mph trap speed. The big, boxy 

Nissan needed 126 feet in our 60-0 mph 

panic stop test.

Honda’s Odyssey was last by a hair. With 

a 3.5-liter V-6 making 248 hp and 250 lb-ft of 

torque, the Odyssey accelerated from 0-60 

mph in 7.9 seconds and rolled through the 

quarter mile in 16.1 seconds at 87.1 mph. The 

Odyssey tied the Quest and Town & Country 

for the longest 60-0 mph stopping distance, 

needing 126 feet.

Efficiency 
Fuel costs currently are dropping, but we 

can’t count on them to stay low. We need 

to consider the hit to the wallet filling 

these 20-plus-gallon fuel tanks could pose. 

Although EPA fuel-economy numbers 

are helpful, they’re not always real-world 

representative, so we tossed the keys to our 

Emissions Analytics crew to generate some 

accurate fuel-economy data. 
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Honda Odyssey Touring Elite Dimensions

HEADROOM, F/M//R 38.3/39.4/38.0 in

LEGROOM, F/M/R 40.9/40.9/42.4 in

SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R 64.4/63.5/60.9 in

CARGO VOLUME BEH F/M/R 148.5/93.1/38.4 cu f

CURB WEIGHT 4,592 lb

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 56/44%

TURNING CIRCLE 36.7 f

The Odyssey is stellar from a practicality and comfort standpoint.
Not surprising given its relative age, 

the Chrysler Town & Country brought up 

the rear. EPA-rated at 17/25/20 mpg city/

highway/combined, the Chrysler van achieved 

16.4/25.3/19.5 Real MPG with our test crew.

The Kia Sedona’s performance, however, 

was a surprise. The Sedona slightly outper-

formed its admittedly low 17/22/19 mpg EPA 

rating, achieving 17.3/23.8/19.7 R-MPG. That’s 

a slight improvement versus EPA on the 

combined cycle and an 8-percent improve-

ment on the highway.  

Next up is the Toyota Sienna. We weren’t 

expecting that much given its middling 

18/25/21 mpg EPA rating, yet shockingly the 

Sienna outperformed the whole segment, 

netting the best fuel economy in this test: 

19.4/27.1/22.2 R-MPG. That trumps EPA’s 

numbers by an impressive 8 percent around 

town and on the highway and 6 percent 

combined. 

Although the Sienna’s Real MPG perfor-

mance was a pleasant surprise, the 2014 

Nissan Quest underachieved. EPA-rated 

at 19/25/21 mpg, the Quest returned 

18.6/24.3/20.8 on the Real MPG cycle, a notice-

able dip across the board. Last but certainly 

not least is the Odyssey. Boasting the most 

impressive EPA numbers of the group at 

19/28/22 mpg, the Honda slightly under-

performed in the hands of our Emissions 

Analytics team. It achieved 18.7/27.0/21.7 

LAYOUT  FWD, 8-PASS, MINIVAN

68.1”

79.2”

6
8
.4
”

68.2” 118.1”

202.9”

58  MOTORTREND.COM / MARCH 2015



GovMint.com Announces the Limited Mintage
Striking of an Extraordinary Silver Proof

—the Newest United States $100 Bill Struck 
in 99.9% Pure Silver. Discount Price $99

This extraordinary 
piece of pure silver has a
surface area that exceeds
15 square inches...and 
it contains one Troy

ounce of pure silver!

And now, during 
a limited strike 
period, the very first

Year 2015 $100 Silver Proof is
available from GovMint.com at a special 
discount price—only $99!

Exquisite Detail
The historic 2015 $100 Silver Proof is an 
exquisite adaptation of the United States
Treasury’s recently redesigned $100 Federal
Reserve Note—only the third new $100 
bill design in 100 years. It is a true artistic
masterpiece that will always be treasured.

99.9% Silver 
Best of all, this stunning Silver Proof is even
more beautiful than the original, because it’s
struck in precious silver!

It is a landmark in proof minting, combining
unprecedented weight with extraordinary 
dimension. The specifications for this 
colossal medallic proof are unparalleled.
Each one:

• Is Individually Struck from Pure .999 Silver.
• Weighs one Troy ounce.
• Has a Surface Area That Exceeds 15

Square Inches.
• Contains 31.10 Grams (480 Grains) of

Pure Silver.
• Is Individually Registered and Comes

With a Numbered Certificate of 
Authenticity.

• Is Fully Encapsulated to Protect Its 
Mirror-Finish.

• Includes a Deluxe Presentation Case.

Advance Strike Discount
The price for the 2015 $100 Silver Proof will
be set at $129 per proof.

However, if you place your order now, you
can acquire this giant silver proof at the
special advance strike discount price—
only $99..

NOTE TO COLLECTORS: When you 
place your order for the $100 silver proof, 
it will be processed immediately, and the 
earliest orders will receive the coveted 
lowest registration numbers.

Additional Discounts
Substantial additional discounts are available
for serious collectors who wish to acquire
more than one of these exquisite silver
proofs.

Year 2015 $100 Silver Proof 
1-4 proofs -  $99 each + s/h
5-9 proofs -  $95 each + s/h
10+proofs -  $89 each + s/h

There is a limit of twenty $100 Silver Proofs
per order, and all orders are subject to 
acceptance by GovMint.com.

Only 9999 Available
GovMint.com will limit striking to only
9999 One Troy Ounce Silver Proofs for the
year 2015. Once the edition is sold out, no
more 2015 silver proofs can ever be struck. 
Orders only will be accepted on a strict first-
come, first-served basis according to the
time and date of the order. Call today for
fastest order processing.

For fastest service call today toll-free

1-800-514-6468
Offer Code FRN142-01

Please mention this code when you call.

Prices and availability subject to change without notice. Past performance is not a predictor of future performance.
NOTE: GovMint.com® is a private distributor of worldwide government coin and currency issues and privately issued 
licensed collectibles and is not affiliated with the United States government. Facts and figures deemed accurate as of 
October 2014 ©2014 GovMint.com.

THE BEST SOURCE FOR COINS WORLDWIDE™

GovMint.com • 14101 Southcross Dr. W. Dept. FRN142-01 • Burnsville, Minnesota 55337

Collectible
2015 date

Larger Franklin
portrait

Minted in one Troy ounce
of .999% fine silver

Mirrored proof
background

Actual size is 6" x 21∕2"Liberty Bell, quill pen 
& July 4th date

WORLD’S FIRST
The 2015 $100 SILVER PROOF

Limited Mintage Striking...



Although the Chrysler’s 
dash is intuitively designed 
and easy to use, it’s let down 
by dated electronics. 

Now you see them, now you don’t; the Town & Country’s 
Stow ’n Go seats mean you no longer have to make the 
choice between hauling passengers or cargo, as the 
captain’s chairs simply fold fat into the foor.

2014 Chrysler Town & Country S: Dark, drab, and old sum up the Chrysler’s cabin.

2015 Kia Sedona SXL: Luxury-car and CUV owners will be at home in the Sedona’s upscale cabin.

2015 Toyota Sienna SE: Recent updates improve the Sienna’s cabin, but not by much.

Handsome and high tech is how 
we’d describe the view from up 
front, thanks to real wood trim and 
a rock-solid infotainment system.

The Sienna’s dash is simple 
and straightforward, but looks 
and feels bargain basement.

The Sedona’s “First Class Lounge” 
seats are the best in the house, 
even if they are a bit heavy and 
cumbersome to operate.

Kudos to Toyota for the Sienna’s 
eighth seat. The center-mounted 
jump seat quickly pops out and 
stows in the trunk. 

Adults will probably want 
to avoid the third row as head 
and shoulder room are tight; 
children will be fne, though.

The Chrysler’s third row 
is tight, but the seats do 
have a neat party trick, 
fipping 90 degrees back 
for tailgate seating.

The Sienna’s third row is on 
the tight side—no more than 
two children are fting back 
there without fsts fying. 



The dash is laid out nicely, 
but the split infotainment 
screens found few friends 
among our judges.

The roomy second row quickly and easily slides forward 
to allow access to the third row. Though heavy, the seats 
also remove with no muss or fuss. The center seat can be 
removed and replaced with the front center console.

2015 Honda Odyssey Touring Elite: Honda's versatility and comfort are at an elite level.

2014 Nissan Quest LE: For better or worse, the funky designs carry over into the Quest’s interior.

R-MPG, which are all just slightly below what 

the EPA measures.

Of course, always remember that your 

mileage may vary. 

Cockpit/Cabin
According to automotive market research 

data, almost half of minivan buyers don’t 

have any children at home. We therefore 

evaluated the cabins of our Big Test minivans 

with the needs of both families and empty 

nesters in mind. 

The Kia Sedona is the clear choice for child-

less buyers. The newest van in the segment 

had the nicest cabin of the bunch, thanks 

to Nappa leather, real wood, and a segment-

best infotainment system. Behind the front 

seats, the Kia has one of the most comfortable 

second rows of the group. Though compli-

cated, the second row’s captain’s chairs have 

leg rests and the ability to both recline and 

slide fore and aft and side to side, giving the 

second row the best seats in the house. 

The same can’t be said about the Sedona 

SXL’s third row, which is cramped and has 

the smallest amount of headroom in the 

test thanks to the standard twin sunroofs. 

Although the third row folds down easily, 

those neat captain’s chairs can neither fold 

forward nor be removed, limiting the cargo 

space of this particular model. (Non-SXL 

Sedonas feature second row seats that slide 

up and “spoon” with the front seats, boosting 

cargo volume.) Buyers with children will be 

better served by the Odyssey. Although the 

Odyssey shows its age on the technology 

and materials-quality front, it’s stellar from 

a practicality and comfort standpoint. The 

roomy second-row bench flips down and 

folds forward to ease access into the third 

row, and although they’re heavy, the seats 

remove completely in three pieces for cargo 

hauling. The third row is pretty comfortable, 

too, with plenty of room for two adults or 

The Quest’s center stack is a 
bit difcult to get used to. The 
audio controls hide behind the 
gear lever while driving.

Nissan’s “Zero Gravity” seat cushions are 
up there on the comfort scale. That said, the 
LATCH anchor points in the Quest’s second 
row were hard to locate and use. 

Surprisingly, the Odyssey’s third 
row ofers up plenty of room for 
two adults on short trips. Those in 
the third row also have their own 
HDMI port to display video on the 
Honda’s 16.2-inch screen. 

Despite the twin sunroofs, the 
Quest’s power-folding third row 
has best-in-segment headroom.
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Kia Sedona SXL Dimensions

HEADROOM, F/M/R 38.7/37.4/36.6 in

LEGROOM, F/M/R 40.9/40.6/34.8 in

SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R 63.9/63.1/59.4 in

CARGO VOLUME BEH F/M/R 142.0/78.4/33.9 cu f

CURB WEIGHT 4,750 lb

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 55/45 %

TURNING CIRCLE 36.8 f

Driving the Sedona is actually a lot of fun.
three children to fit comfortably. Toss the 

Honda’s vacuum and cooler into the mix, 

and you’ve got a serious family-favorite. 

“The HondaVac is a novel touch,” Clonts said. 

“What a fabulously useful built-in accessory. 

Same goes for the Cool Box up front.” 

Thanks to its “zero gravity” seats and an 

air conditioner that never blew enough cold 

air, the Quest figuratively put our judges 

to sleep. “Weak-sauce A/C + cushy seats = 

naptime,” I wrote in my notes. Aside from its 

comfortable seats, the Quest won points from 

judges for its power-folding third row and the 

hidden storage tub underneath a trunk panel.  

Though the Quest was recognized for the 

high quality of its interior, the LATCH anchor 

points were the only ones in the test that were 

hard to locate. 

Although the Toyota got a thorough refresh 

for the 2015 model year, you can’t tell from 

sitting in its cabin. Hop in and you’re welcomed 

by a sea of hard, dark plastics and some 

questionably styled “sport” gauges, which 

Clonts called “Walmart-ish, or something.” 

The Sienna’s materials may be low-grade, but 

the Toyota still packs a handful of thoughtful 

touches—take its second-row center seat, for 

instance: The featherweight center seat quickly 

and easily removes, folds up, and stows in a 

compartment in the cargo hold. If you want to 

lose the center seat on the Odyssey, you’d better 

make room in your garage. 
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Nissan Quest LE Dimensions

HEADROOM, F/M/R 40.9/39.9/38.0 in

LEGROOM, F/M/R 43.8/36.7/40.5 in

SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R 64.5/63.2/61.2 in

CARGO VOLUME BEH F/M/R 108.4/63.6/37.1 cu f

CURB WEIGHT 4,505 lb

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 55/45 %

TURNING CIRCLE 36.7 f

Nissan appears to have fit the Quest with the softest springs possible.
There’s no getting around the fact that the 

Chrysler Town & Country is nearing the end 

of its product cycle, and nowhere is that more 

evident than in its interior, which was ranked 

by judges as the most uncomfortable, with 

hard seats, tight legroom, and complicated 

folding mechanisms. That said, the Chrysler 

still has an ace up its sleeve that no other 

minivan has: Stow 'n Go seats—both the third- 

and second-row seats fold flat into the floor.

Safety
Safety is important for all new-car shoppers, 

but it’s especially so for minivan buyers. 

Data from the National Highway Traffic 

Safety Administration is incomplete for 

our contenders, but crash testing by the 

Insurance Institute for Highway Safety (IIHS) 

reveals not all of our competitors are built 

equally. Just three earned the IIHS’ coveted 

Top Safety Pick nod: the 2015 Kia Sedona, 2015 

Honda Odyssey, and 2015 Toyota Sienna. 

Both the Sedona and Odyssey earned a 

Good (highest possible) score on moderate-

overlap front, side-impact, rear-impact, roof 

strength, and the small-overlap front colli-

sion tests. The Sienna earned a Good score on 

all of the above tests with the exception of its 

Acceptable score on the incredibly difficult 

small-overlap test, which simulates what 

would happen in an offset collision with an 

object such as a tree.
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Aside from a period in the ’60s 

when hippies were snapping up 

Volkswagen Type 2 buses by the 

boatload, minivans have tradition-

ally appealed to older, more conservative buyers. 

Young buyers haven’t really had a van uniquely 

suited to their needs—until now. Contrary to 

the “UnMinivan” ads, the Ford Transit Connect 

Wagon is a minivan through and through. Yet 

it’s like nothing else in the segment, not even its 

closest competitor, the Mazda5. 

The Focus-based Transit Connect Wagon 

is small, stylish, sporty, and, most importantly, 

different. The passenger version (Wagon, in 

Ford parlance) is available in two wheelbase 

lengths with two different engines and three 

distinct trim levels. Short-wheelbase models 

seat five, and long-wheelbase versions seat 

seven. All Transit Connect Wagons come 

standard with a 2.5-liter I-4 good for 169 hp and 

171 lb-ft of torque, and the short-wheelbase 

Transit Connect XLT is available with an optional 

EcoBoost 1.6-liter turbocharged I-4 good for 178 

2014 FORD TRANSIT CONNECT TITANIUM LWB Base Price $29,995 Price As Tested $33,045 Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD, 7-pass, 4-door van 
Engine 2.5L/169-hp/171-lb-f DOHC 16-valve I-4 Transmission 6-speed automatic Curb Weight (F/R DIST) 3,970 lb (56/44%) Wheelbase 120.6 in L X W X H 189.7 
x 72.2 x 72.0 in 0-60 MPH 10.2 sec Quarter Mile 17.6 sec @ 77.8 mph Braking, 60-0 MPH 127 f Lateral Acceleration 0.77 g (avg) MT Figure Eight 29.1 sec @ 0.70 
g (avg) EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 20/28/23 mpg Energy Cons., City/HWY 169/120 kW-hrs/100 miles CO2 Emissions, Comb 0.85 lb/mile

The Ford Transit Connect isn’t 

the only Euro van making 

waves in the minivan market. 

Mercedes-Benz recently 

announced that its Vito van—a 

familiar site in London as a 

black cab—is making its way to 

the United States. Dubbed the 

Mercedes-Benz Metris for the 

American market, the Metris will 

be available in both cargo and 

passenger versions. The Metris 

is slated to be a tweener in size, 

meaning it will be larger than 

a Transit Connect but smaller 

than full-size commercial 

vans. A diesel powertrain and 

Mercedes’ full array of driver 

assistance and active safety 

tech can be expected when the 

Metris goes on sale here this fall.

hp and 184 lb-ft of twist. The naturally aspirated 

engine is good for an EPA-estimated 20/28/23 

mpg city/highway/combined, and the EcoBoost 

is good for 22/30/25 mpg. 

The differences between our long-wheelbase 

Transit Connect Titanium Wagon and more 

traditional minivans are readily apparent where 

the rubber meets the road. The Ford feels 

sporty and light on its feet, much like the Focus 

it’s based on. The Transit Connect’s steering is 

quick and well-weighted, urging the driver to 

whip it quickly around corners. The base four-

banger is for the most part up to the task, only 

running out of fun high up in the rev band when 

the torque runs out and the transmission turns 

a bit slushy. 

At the track, the LWB Transit Connect 

Wagon's 2.5L mill is good for a 10.2-second 

0-60 mph time and a 17.6-second run through 

the quarter mile at 77.8 mph. Braking from 60 

mph takes 127 feet. The Ford tackled the figure 

eight in 29.1 seconds at 0.70g average. The 

EcoBoost mill helps out handily, as the last 

EcoBoost-equipped van we tested hit 60 in 8.7 

seconds. The interior of the Transit Connect 

feels cavernous for its size, thanks to its high 

panoramic glass roof ($1,295) and big windows. 

All rear seats quickly fold flat, leaving 104.2 cubic 

feet of cargo space.  

    Our loaded Transit Connect Titanium Wagon 

LWB model stickered for $33,045, but a well-

equipped seven-passenger XLT model can be 

had for around $29,000. Christian Seabaugh
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Toyota Sienna SE                          Dimensions

HEADROOM, F/M/R 41.0/39.7/38.3 in

LEGROOM, F/M/R 40.5/37.6/36.3 in

SHOULDER ROOM, F/M/R 65.0/64.6/61.1 in

CARGO VOLUME BEH F/M/R 150.0/87.1/39.1 cu f

CURB WEIGHT 4,544 lb

WEIGHT DIST, F/R 57/43 %

TURNING CIRCLE 37.5 f

The Sienna really punches above its weight in the numbers.
The other two minivans didn’t perform well 

on the IIHS tests. The better performing was the 

Chrysler Town & Country. The Town & Country 

earns Good scores all around with the exception 

of the small-overlap front test, where it earns a 

lowest possible Poor score. 

The Quest managed to do worse than the 

Chrysler—its roof-strength score was rated as 

Acceptable, and its small-overlap score was Poor. 

According to an IIHS video, the Quest is one 

of the worst-performing vehicles in the small-

overlap front crash test, and that weighed 

heavily on the minds of our Big Test judges. 

“No vehicle can ever be optimized for every 

organization’s safety standards,” Gale said, “but 

I don’t like that the Quest got only Acceptable 

for roof strength and Poor for the newer 

and admittedly difficult small-overlap front 

test.” Clonts weighed in, too: “If anybody 

thinks safety ratings don’t matter, consider 

this: Almost every single one of the judges 

mentioned that it was a little uncomfortable 

being in the Quest knowing about its poor 

safety showing.”

Value 
“Value” is a relative term. Some might look at 

our list of Big Test contenders and determine 

that the cheapest van offers the best value. 

Others might look at the same exact chart 

and determine the van with the most content 

offers up the best value. For those in the 
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and content it offers. Not only did the 

Sedona’s cabin feature Nappa leather and real 

wood cribbed from the K900 sedan, but it 

also featured those trick second-row lounge 

seats, a 360-degree camera system, and colli-

sion mitigation technology. 

The Odyssey also makes a good case for 

itself on the value front—its Touring Elite 

Trim means it comes loaded with every-

thing, including the HondaVac. However, 

its $45,430 sticker price made the Odyssey 

the most expensive van by far, and that price 

becomes hard to swallow when you compare 

the quality of the Kia’s cabin to the Honda’s.

Cost of Ownership
Cost of Ownership goes hand in hand with 

value—after all, what good is value if you’re 

paying extra for it five years down the road? 

We went to sister company IntelliChoice 

to assess how much each minivan would 

cost its owner after five years of ownership. 

IntelliChoice takes depreciation, insurance, 

fuel, maintenance, repairs, and more into 

account in its five-year cost of ownership 

figure. (The full breakdown is to the left.)

The Toyota and Chrysler both have the 

lowest five-year cost of ownership, with the 

slightly more expensive Sienna edging out 

the Town & Country, costing its owner only 

$43,377 after five years versus $44,692. 

The other three minivans sit closely 

together on the opposite end of the cost-of-

ownership spectrum. The Nissan Quest is the 

most expensive to own and operate, with a 

$53,973 cost of ownership, and close behind 

were the Sedona at $52,227 and the Odyssey 

at $50,043.

former camp, the Chrysler Town & Country 

really can’t be beat. Our Town & Country 

S tester’s $37,030 as-tested price includes 

second and third row Blu-ray screens and 

convenience features such as navigation and 

blind-spot and park-assist tech. 

As for those who look at content when 

determining value, look no further than the 

$43,295 Sedona. Simply put, the Kia blew the 

judges away with the amount of technology 

4TH NISSAN 
QUEST
A comfortable 

cabin isn’t enough 

to overcome the 

Quest’s lackluster 

crash-test scores or 

driving dynamics.

3RD TOYOTA 
SIENNA

It doesn’t blow our 

socks off subjectively, 

but it’s tough to argue 

with the Sienna’s 

stellar efficiency and 

performance.

1ST KIA SEDONA
A van with this much style, 

substance, and safety might 

be all it takes to make the 

minivan cool again.

2ND HONDA 
ODYSSEY

A long-time MT favorite 

is still a segment 

standout and excellent 

hauler, but it's not our 

Big Test winner. 

5TH CHRYSLER 
TOWN & COUNTRY

The long-in-the-tooth 

Chrysler is tops in sales 

but last in our Big Test. Still, 

the T&C is a great value 

and shows promise for 

the future. 

 AVG STATE FEES $482 $409 $403 $519 $387 

 DEPRECIATION $19,500 (53%) $24,824 (53%) $26,119 (58%) $25,244 (57%) $18,238 (46%)

 FINANCING $3,848 $4,921 $4,721 $4,658 $4,147 

 INSURANCE $6,454 $6,383 $6,994 $8,510 $6,474 

 FUEL $11,955 $10,685 $11,626 $11,332 $11,626 

 MAINTENANCE $1,925 $2,227 $2,202 $3,116 $1,944 

 REPAIRS $528 $594 $162 $594 $561 

 5-YEAR COST
OF OWNERSHIP $44,692 $50,043 $52,227 $53,973 $43,377 

INTELLICHOICE
Target  Purchase Price

$36,809 $47,083 $45,174 $44,568 $39,672 

Chrysler Town 
& Country S

Nissan
Quest LE

Honda Odyssey 
Touring Elite

Kia
Sedona SXL

Toyota
Sienna SE

PURCHASE PRICE: Target purchase price includes destination and average applicable state taxes 

applied to a transaction price between invoice and retail, based on applicable incentives.

C H O O S E  Y O U R  C A R  W I S E LY
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Chrysler Town
& Country S

Honda Odyssey 
Touring Elite Kia Sedona SXL Nissan Quest LE       Toyota Sienna SE

DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT Front-engine, FWD Front-engine, FWD Front-engine, FWD Front-engine, FWD Front-engine, FWD

ENGINE TYPE V-6, aluminum block/heads V-6, aluminum block/heads V-6, aluminum block/heads V-6, aluminum block/heads V-6, aluminum block/heads

VALVETRAIN DOHC, 4 valves/cyl SOHC, 4 valves/cyl DOHC, 4 valves/cyl DOHC, 4 valves/cyl DOHC, 4 valves/cyl

DISPLACEMENT 219.6 cu in/3,605 cc 211.8 cu in/3,471 cc 203.9 cu in/3,342 cc 213.4 cu in/3,498 cc 210.9 cu in/3,456 cc

COMPRESSION RATIO 10.2:1 10.5:1 11.5:1 10.3:1 10.8:1

POWER (SAE NET) 283 hp @ 6,400 rpm 248 hp @ 5,700 rpm 276 hp @ 6,000 rpm 260 hp @ 6,000 rpm 266 hp @ 6,200 rpm

TORQUE (SAE NET) 260 lb-f @ 4,400 rpm 250 lb-f @ 4,800 rpm 248 lb-f @ 5,200 rpm 240 lb-f @ 4,400 rpm 245 lb-f @ 4,700 rpm

REDLINE 6,400 rpm 6,400 rpm 6,750 rpm 6,600 rpm 6,500 rpm

WEIGHT TO POWER 19.2 lb/hp 18.5 lb/hp 17.2 lb/hp 17.3 lb/hp 17.1 lb/hp

TRANSMISSION 6-speed automatic 6-speed automatic 6-speed automatic Cont-variable auto 6-speed automatic

AXLE/FINAL-DRIVE RATIO 3.16:1/2.07:1 4.25:1/2.36:1 3.04:1/2.35:1 4.87:1/2.14:1 3.94:1/2.39:1

SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR Struts, coil springs, anti-
roll bar; torsion beam, coil 
springs

Struts, coil springs anti-roll 
bar; multi-link, coil springs

Struts, coil springs,  
anti-roll bar; multilink,  
coil springs, anti-roll bar

Struts, coil springs,  
anti-roll bar; multi-link,  
coil springs

Struts, coil springs, anti-roll 
bar; torsion beam,  coil 
springs, anti-roll bar

STEERING RATIO 14.3:1 16.4:1 15.9:1 18.6:1 15.5:1

TURNS LOCK-TO-LOCK 2.9 3.5 3.0 3.5 3.5

BRAKES, F;R 13.0-in vented disc; 12.9-in 
disc, ABS

12.6-in vented disc; 13.1-in 
disc, ABS

12.6-in vented disc; 11.9-in 
disc, ABS

11.4-in vented disc; 12.1-in 
vented disc, ABS

12.9-in vented disc; 12.2-in 
disc, ABS

WHEELS 6.5 x 17-in, cast aluminum 7.0 x 18-in, cast aluminum 6.5 x 19-in, cast aluminum 7.0 x 18-in, cast aluminum 7.0 x 19-in, cast aluminum

TIRES 225/65R17 102T M+S 
Yokohama Avid S33

235/60R18 102T M+S 
Michelin Primacy MXV4

235/55R19 101H M+S 
Continental CrossContact 
LX Sport

235/55R18 99T M+S Toyo 
A22

235/50R19 99V M+S 
Dunlop SP Sport 7000 A/S

  CONSUMER INFO

BASE PRICE $33,990 $45,480 $40,595 $43,755 $35,785 

PRICE AS TESTED $37,030 $45,430 $43,295 $45,315 $38,085 

STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL Yes/Yes Yes/Yes Yes/Yes Yes/Yes Yes/Yes

AIRBAGS Dual front,  f/r curtain, 
driver knee

Dual front, front side,   
f/r curtain

Dual front, front side,  
f/r curtain

Dual front, front side,  
f/r side, f/r curtain

Dual front, front side,  
f/r curtain,  front knee

BASIC WARRANTY 3 yrs/36,000 miles 3 yrs/36,000 miles 5 yrs/60,000 miles 3 yrs/36,000 miles 3 yrs/36,000 miles

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 5 yrs/100,000 miles 5 yrs/60,000 miles 10 yrs/100,000 miles 5 yrs/60,000 miles 5 yrs/60,000 miles

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 5 yrs/100,000 miles 3yrs/36,000 miles 5 yrs/60,000 miles 7 yrs/100,000 miles 2 yrs/Unlimited

FUEL CAPACITY 20.0 gal 21.0 gal 21.1 gal 20.0 gal 20.0 gal

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 17/25/20 mpg 19/28/22 mpg 17/22/19 mpg 19/25/21 mpg 18/25/21 mpg

ENERGY CONS., CITY/HWY 198/135 kW-hrs/100 miles 177/120 kW-hrs/100 miles 198/153 kW-hrs/100 miles 177/135 kW-hrs/100 miles 187/135 kW-hrs/100 miles

CO2 EMISSIONS, COMB 0.98 lb/mile 0.87 lb/mile 1.02 lb/mile 0.91 lb/mile 0.94 lb/mile

  REAL MPG, CITY/HWY/COMB 16.4/25.3/19.5 mpg 18.7/27.0/21.7 mpg 17.3/23.8/19.7 mpg 18.6/24.3/20.8 mpg 19.4/27.1/22.2 mpg 

RECOMMENDED FUEL Unleaded regular Unleaded regular Unleaded regular Unleaded regular Unleaded regular

Fuel costs are dropping, but we can’t count on them to stay low.
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Conclusion  
Four of these minivans might have the 

Chrysler Town & Country to thank for their 

existence, but heritage doesn’t win awards. 

The Town & Country is the best-selling 

minivan in the country, but there’s no 

overcoming its dated and cramped interior, 

lackluster driving dynamics, and poor crash-

test scores. 

The same safety concerns that sunk the 

Chrysler sink the Nissan Quest, as well. 

As comfortable as the Quest’s seats are, its 

awful crash-test performance coupled with 

its lackluster fuel economy and driving 

dynamics went over like a lead balloon. 

Toyota fares better than its Chrysler and 

Nissan rivals. Yes, its black hole of an inte-

rior and a rock-hard suspension are less than 

ideal, but the Sienna really punches above its 

weight in the numbers with the lowest cost 

of ownership of the bunch and impressive 

fuel economy and safety scores. 

There was little doubt in our minds on 

the finishing order for the bottom three 

contenders, but judges went back and forth 

between this Big Test’s top two finishers 

for weeks—so little differentiates the two. 

Although both minivans are clearly complete 

packages above and beyond the rest, ulti-

mately the Odyssey earns the silver medal. 

We love the Honda’s versatility, roominess, 

and features, but we aren’t completely sold 

on its fuel-economy merits given its Real 

MPG numbers. Nor can we justify giving its 

lackluster cabin materials a pass considering 

its sticker price. 

And that leaves us with the new kid on 

the block. The Kia Sedona might not sport 

segment-leading fuel economy or cargo 

volume, but it is hands-down the most stylish, 

comfortable, and best-driving minivan on the 

road. The Sedona is a value-rich vehicle that 

its owners are sure to enjoy, whether they’re 

schlepping to work or down the coast for 

another fun-filled family vacation. n

POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS



N O W  Y O U  S E E  I T . . .

ILX with Premium and A-SPEC Packages shown. ©2015 Acura. Acura, A-SPEC, ILX, i-VTEC, and the stylized “A” logo are trademarks of Honda Motor Co., Ltd.  
*Based on Acura Vehicle Segmentation, Small Luxury as of 1/10/14.  Standard horsepower and weight based on manufacturer’s data.

acura.com



The new, quick-to-react 2016 Acura ILX. Featuring a 201-hp, 

2.4-liter i-VTEC® engine, an 8-speed Dual-Clutch Transmission 

with torque converter, and one of the best power-to-weight 

ratios in its class.*
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TWO RACERS FOR THE ROAD

H E R SIN ARMS



HEAD TO HEAD  | Chevrolet Camaro Z/28 VS. Porsche 911 GT3

Let’s address the $68,785 elephant out the 

room right now: No one is going to cross-

shop these cars. Most of the folks who’ll fork 

over $145,785 for a 2015 Porsche 911 GT3 have 

already owned a 911. Or two. Or three. They’re 

not going to be tempted by a Chevy, no matter 

how good its Nürburgring credentials might 

be. The $75,000 2015 Chevrolet Camaro Z/28, 

on the other hand, is a white-space car. The 

most track-focused street-legal Camaro in 

history since the original COPO quarter-mile 

killers of the late ’60s, the new Z/28 is 

attracting a mix of buyers, from loyalists who 

want the ultimate Camaro, to collectors who 

see a future classic, to general enthusiasts 

who want an affordable factory-engineered 

track-day car. 

And that last piece is what this comparison 

is all about: The Z/28 and the GT3 have both 

been created by the best and brightest brains 

in the Chevrolet and Porsche engineering 

departments to deliver the closest thing to 

a race car with license plates. What we want 

to know is, who’s done it best? And in this 

context, the sticker price differential between 

the two, while not inconsequential, is 

perhaps less important than how much each 

company is charging for all the engineering 

and hardware required to turn their road cars 

into track rats. Call it the go-fast premium. 

Using the entry-level, 350-hp, $85,295 

Carrera as a baseline, Porsche charges $46,100 

to turn it into a GT3. Chevy charges $50,300 

for the transformation of a $24,700 323-hp 

V-6 Camaro coupe from rental queen to 

a road-course warrior. However, our GT3 

stickered at $145,785 thanks to the addition 

of a number of non-performance-enhancing 

options, plus the $9,210 PCCB carbon-ceramic 

brake package. The Z/28 comes standard with 

the Brembo carbon-ceramic brake package 

shared with the new Z06 Corvette, so with 

like-for-like brakes, the go-fast premium 

for the Porsche is $56,300. The point is, 

regardless of the baseline vehicle price, the 

upcharge for both cars is remarkably similar. 

What does that money buy you? In the 

GT3 you get an engine that shares only its 

block and a handful of other components 

with quotidian 911s. The heads are new, and 

there’s a new variable-length intake system 

to help with low-end torque and high-end 

power, a dry-sump oiling system, plus a 

new direct-injection setup that pumps fuel 

at much higher pressure. The pistons are 

forged aluminum, the rods forged titanium, 

and a new cam-follower system allows the 

whole lot to spin to a dizzying 9,000 rpm. 

Peak power is 475 hp at 8,250 rpm, and torque 

tops out at 324 lb-ft at 6,250 rpm, remarkable 

numbers for a 3.8-liter naturally aspirated 

road-car engine.

Under the Z/28’s hood is the mighty 

7.0-liter LS7 from the C6 Corvette Z06. 

Lighter than the LS3 in regular V-8-powered 

Camaros, this hand-built engine also features 

BASIC The regular Camaro interior 
doesn't have many frills anyway, so 
the Z/28 is all business. The suede-

finish steering wheel and shifter cope 
with sweaty palms, and standard 

Recaro seats hold you snugly in turns.

The Camaro Z/28 is all muscle and thunder, Thor on four wheels.
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CNC-ported aluminum heads, a forged-steel 

crankshaft, Pankl titanium rods, Mahle forged 

pistons, and a dry-sump oiling system, as well 

as titanium valves and hydroformed headers. 

The engine develops 505 hp at 6,100 rpm and 

a healthy 481 lb-ft of torque at 4,800 rpm. 

Both cars feature upgraded transmissions. 

The Camaro is fitted with a Tremec TR606 

six-speed manual with a short-throw shifter, 

close-ratio gear set, and oil cooling. The 

GT3’s version of Porsche’s PDK dual-clutch 

transmission is lighter, has more closely 

packed ratios, and has been programmed to 

deliver even faster, more seamless shifts. The 

GT3 comes with continuously variable adap-

tive shocks, and both cars have track-specific 

alignments and differentials designed to 

distribute torque to different drive wheels 

during different phases of cornering.

Neither the regular 911 nor the base 

Camaro provide an ideal baseline package 

for a hardcore track car. The Chevy is too big 

and heavy, and the Porsche’s engine is in the 

wrong place. The Z/28 development team 

worked hard—lighter engine, brakes, wheels, 

thinner rear glass—but the car still weighs 

3,882 pounds, a hefty 615 pounds more than 

the GT3, and 53 percent of that is on the front 

wheels. That explains the Z/28’s killer app: 

what Chevy says are the widest and stickiest 

front tires ever fitted to a production car. The 

GT3’s weight-bias problem, of course, is at 

the other end of the car. Porsche’s killer app? 

Rear-wheel steering. Electric actuators steer 

the rear wheels in the opposite direction to 

the fronts at low speeds to improve agility 

and in the same direction at high speeds to 

improve stability.

Fire up the GT3, and the engine rattles like 

a bucket of bolts in a cement mixer until 

everything warms up. It might be a near-race 

engine, but it’s wonderfully tractable and flex-

ible and easy to drive around town. Put the 

PDK selector in D, and the GT3 will happily 

mooch down to the mall, only the firmer-

than-usual ride and the giant wing bisecting 

the view in the mirror betraying the beast 

within. Switching the PDK and suspension 

modes to Sport, and opening up the exhaust 

flaps, doesn’t so much unleash the beast, for 

there’s not a perceptible change in mood, but 

focus it on the serious business of going fast.

The 0-60 mph sprint takes just 3.1 seconds, 

making the GT3 the fifth-quickest two-wheel-

drive car we’ve tested, behind McLaren’s P1 

and MP4-12C, and Ferrari’s 458 Italia and 

F430 Scuderia. The quarter mile takes just 11.3 

seconds at 122.9 mph, and the figure eight 

is all over in just 22.8 seconds at an average 

of 0.96 g. Despite 157 lb-ft more torque and 

an extra 30 horses, the Z/28 struggles to 

overcome its weight handicap and is further 

hampered by the human factor in the trans-

mission: No matter how hot a driver you 

think you are, there’s no way you can match 

the PDK’s shift speed and precision. The Z/28 

DELUXE The GT3 gets all the 
usual goodies you'd expect in 
a 911, including sat-nav, A/C, 
and a decent sound system. 
Seating position and control 
placement are near perfect.

The GT3 is the sharpest, most precise, most buttoned-down 911 in history.
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hits 60 mph in 4.0 seconds and thunders 

down the quarter in 12.3 seconds at 116.1 

mph. The figure eight takes 23.6 seconds at an 

average of 0.89 g.

On real-world roads, there’s little sepa-

rating the two, however. The GT3 is by far 

the sharpest, most precise, most buttoned-

down 911 in history, but it still retains the 

elegantly fluid handling of the 991-series cars. 

Front-end grip is phenomenal—there’s not 

a trace of understeer—and the rear-wheel-

steering system neatly damps tail-end yaw 

motions. This GT3 feels at once agile yet 

remarkably neutral—the most neutral 911 

ever. And that engine! The power comes on 

with a smooth, elastic surge, and there always 

seems to be another 1,000 rpm left when you 

need it. Above 7,000 rpm it yowls like it was 

born and bred on Mulsanne Straight.

The Z/28, by contrast, is all muscle and 

thunder, Thor on four wheels. The LS7 

is one of the all-time great Chevy small-

blocks; torquey, yet free-revving, and with 

a delicate crispness to the throttle response 

its supercharged cousins can’t quite match. 

Incredibly, the big Camaro’s front end feels 

even more responsive than the Porsche’s, 

thanks in part to those massive 305/30R19 

Pirellis. What’s more, the Z/28’s steering feels 

more perfectly linear and more beautifully 

weighted than the Porsche’s. 

While it can hang with the GT3 on most 

any road, the Camaro is always a more 

physical, visceral drive; your right arm and 

left leg are busy executing gearshifts, that big 

V-8 bellows in your ears, and you’re pounded 

by violent vertical body motions from bumps 

the light-footed Porsche skips across like a 

pebble skimming a lake. You’re always aware 

the Chevy is a much bigger, wider, heavier car.

On the road the differences between the 

GT3 and the Z/28 seem more a matter of 

style. On the track they can be measured. In 

the hands of our resident hot shoe Randy 

Pobst the Z/28 turned a best lap of 1 minute, 

BATTLE STATIONS A day at Willow Springs 
with MT hot shoe Randy Pobst brought the 
diferences between the cars into sharp relief. 
The GT3’s lighter weight, better rear-end grip, 
and faster gear changes helped it vanquish the 
Camaro. But the big, thundering, entertaining 
Z/28 was far from disgraced.

On the road the differences between the GT3 and the Z/28 seem more a matter of style.
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HOT LAP Chevrolet Camaro Z/28 vs. Porsche 911 GT3

Five hundred feet. All of us were surprised that 

the Z/28 was a whopping 1 2/3 football fields 

behind the GT3 when the Porsche touched the 

finish line. The Z/28 has 3.2 liters of extra engine 

displacement, 30 more hp, and substantially 

wider front tires. How’d that happen?

Weight is the Bow Tie’s most obvious enemy, 

the Chevrolet’s extra 615 pounds depressing 

Weights and measures its pounds-per-horsepower ratio by 12 percent 

compared to that of the GT3. And that—plus 

being one gear short in transmission cogs—

immediately shows as they accelerate into the 

first corner, where the Porsche arrives traveling 

8.2 mph faster as they grab their brakes. 

 The pattern is repeated on each straight, 

but the GT3 has other tricks, too: Notice how it 

doesn’t brake nearly as much before twisting 

into corners 2 and 9. With its 40-percent front, 

60-percent rear weight distribution, the Porsche 

is better balanced under braking to incrementally 

add cornering g’s to both axles. Lastly, notice 

how driver Randy Pobst uncharacteristically 

slows his shift in the Camaro at Turn 6. Why? 

It’s right where a small hill suddenly falls away 

beneath you—not a good place to unload the 

Z/28’s prodigious V-8 torque. Does the Porsche’s 

advantage arise from magic? No. There’s nothing 

more up its sleeve than highly trained muscle.

Cornering      Braking

Big Willow
Willow Springs, California

Track Length: 2.42 miles

GT3 1.34 g
Z/28 1.30 g

GT3 1.11 g
Z/28 1.08 g GT3 1.46 g

Z/28 1.37 g

GT3 1.31 g
Z/28 1.34 g

GT3 1.33 g
Z/28 1.19 g

GT3 1.22 g
Z/28 1.02 g

GT3 0.65 g
Z/28 0.69 g

GT3 1.24 g
Z/28 1.20 g

GT3 0.66 g
Z/28 0.88 g

GT3 0.66 g
Z/28 0.88 g

GT3 1.35 g
Z/28 1.35 g

GT3 1.28 g
Z/28 1.21 g

GT3 1.42 g
Z/28 1.38 g

GT3 0.74 g
Z/28 0.60 

Vehicle positions 
at 8.7-second 

intervals

4

5

6

8

2

7

9

1
3

GT3 Z/28

Gap between vehicles

PORSCHE 911 GT3

1:27.22 1:29.72
BEST 
LAP 
TIMES

40

60

80

100

140

160

180

120

M
P
H

TURNS 31 2 4 6 7 8 95

GT3 146.6 mph
Z/28 138.4 mph

GT3 138.9 mph
Z/28 133.5 mph GT3 132.5 mph

Z/28 129.4 mph

GT3 119.9 mph
Z/28 118.7 mph

GT3 94.2 mph
Z/28 86.3 mph

GT3 113.7 mph
Z/28 111.7 mph

GT3 82.7 mph
Z/28 78.9 mph

GT3 89.1 mph
Z/28 86.4 mph

GT3 118.8 mph
Z/28 113.5 mph

GT3 97.8 mph
Z/28 97.0 mph

GT3 56.5 mph
Z/28 55.0 mph

CHEVROLET CAMARO Z28
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DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT Front-engine, RWD Rear-engine, RWD

ENGINE TYPE 90-deg V-8, aluminum block/heads Flat-6, alum block/heads

VALVETRAIN OHV, 2 valves/cyl DOHC, 4 valves/cyl

DISPLACEMENT 427.6 cu in/7,008 cc 231.9 cu in/3,800 cc

COMPRESSION RATIO 11.0:1 12.9:1

POWER (SAE NET) 505 hp* @ 6,100 rpm 475 hp @ 8,250 rpm

TORQUE (SAE NET) 481 lb-f* @ 4,800 rpm 324 lb-f @ 6,250 rpm

REDLINE 7,000 rpm 9,000 rpm

WEIGHT TO POWER 7.7 lb/hp 6.9 lb/hp

TRANSMISSION 6-speed manual 7-speed twin-clutch auto

AXLE/FINAL-DRIVE RATIO 3.91:1/2.46:1 3.97:1/3.33:1

SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR Struts, coil springs, anti-roll bar;  
multilink, coil springs, anti-roll bar

Struts, coil springs, adj shocks, anti-roll 
bar; multi-link, coil springs, adj shocks, 
anti-roll bar

STEERING RATIO 16.1:1 13.1-17.2:1

TURNS LOCK-TO-LOCK 2.5 2.5

BRAKES, F;R 15.5-in vented, drilled, carbon-ceramic 
disc; 15.3-in vented, drilled, carbon-
ceramic disc, ABS

16.1-in vented, drilled carbon-ceramic 
disc; 15.4-in vented, drilled carbon-
ceramic disc, ABS

WHEELS, F;R 11.0 x 19-in; 11.5 x 19-in, forged 
aluminum

9.0 x 20-in; 12.0 x 20-in forged 
aluminum

TIRES, F;R 305/30R19 102Y Pirelli P Zero Trofeo R 245/35R20 91Y; 305/30R20 105Y 
Michelin Pilot Sport Cup 2

     DIMENSIONS         

WHEELBASE 112.3 in 96.5 in

TRACK, F/R 66.1/64.7 in 61.0/61.2 in

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 192.3 x 76.9 x 52.4 in 178.9 x 72.9 x 50.0 in

TURNING CIRCLE 39.0 f 36.4 f

CURB WEIGHT 3,882 lb 3,267 lb

WEIGHT DIST., F/R 53/47% 40/60%

SEATING CAPACITY 4 2

HEADROOM, F/R 37.4/35.3 in 37.8/- in

LEGROOM, F/R 42.4/29.9 in 66.7/- in

SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 56.9/42.5 in 53.4/- in

CARGO VOLUME 11.3 cu f 4.4 (fr) 9.2 (rr) cu f

      TEST DATA

 ACCELERATION TO MPH

0-30 1.6 sec 1.2 sec

0-40 2.3 1.7

0-50 3.0 2.4

0-60 4.0 3.1

0-70 4.9 4.0

0-80 6.2 5.0

0-90 7.5 6.2

0-100 9.0 7.5

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 1.8 1.5

QUARTER MILE 12.3 sec @ 116.1 mph 11.3 sec @ 122.9 mph

BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 100 f 98 f

LATERAL ACCELERATION 1.08 g (avg) 1.11 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 23.6 sec @ 0.89 g (avg) 22.8 sec @ 0.96 g (avg)

2.42-MI ROAD COURSE LAP 89.72 sec 87.22 sec

TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,500 rpm 2,500 rpm

      CONSUMER INFO

BASE PRICE $75,000 $132,395 

PRICE AS TESTED $76,150 $145,785 

STABILITY/TRACTION CONTROL Yes/Yes Yes/Yes

AIRBAGS Dual front, front side, f/r rear curtain Dual front, front side, front head

BASIC WARRANTY 3 yrs/36,000 miles 4 yrs/50,000 miles

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 5 yrs/100,000 miles 4 yrs/50,000 miles

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 5 yrs/100,000 miles 4 yrs/50,000 miles

FUEL CAPACITY 19.0 gal 16.9 gal

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 13/19/15 mpg 15/20/17 mpg

ENERGY CONS., CITY/HWY 259/177 kW-hrs/100 miles 225/169 kW-hrs/100 miles

CO2 EMISSIONS, COMB 1.28 lb/mile 1.15 lb/mile

RECOMMENDED FUEL Unleaded premium Unleaded premium

2015 Chevrolet Camaro Z/28 2015 Porsche 911 GT3

*SAE certifed

29.72 seconds around SoCal’s challenging 

2.42-mile Willow Springs road course. The 

GT3? 1 minute, 27.22 seconds. The Porsche’s 

lightning-quick PDK transmission helped: “I 

like the perfection, miss the driver involve-

ment,” Pobst said. But the traces showed 

the GT3 to be consistently quicker into, and 

through, corners, too.

Pobst wasn’t entirely happy with the Z/28’s 

demeanor. “This one is loose,” he said. “It 

doesn’t have the confidence-inspiring balance 

I’ve experienced in other Z/28s.” He felt the 

Camaro was easier on the entry into corners 

than the Porsche, but its rock-solid compo-

sure crumbled into uncharacteristic (and 

time-wasting) power oversteer on exits. The 

lack of grip cost the big Chevy plenty through 

Willow’s fast, endless Turn 8. This particular 

Z/28 is our long-term tester, and its 60 tread-

wear Pirellis might have already been past 

their prime. We’d also taken the car to have 

the suspension adjusted to the recommended 

race settings, which might not have suited the 

cool track temps. In the coming months we’re 

going to revisit the suspension settings, bolt 

on some fresh rubber, and find out.

That said, there’s more time to be found 

in the Porsche, as well. “The grip is unbeliev-

able for a street car,” Pobst said after his first 

session in the Porsche. “Fabulous turn-in, 

and not a lick of understeer. But you get 

trailing throttle oversteer on the second half 

of corner entry. You have to get on the gas 

early to compensate.” Dial out that oversteer, 

Pobst says, and there’s easily another second 

to be shaved off the GT3’s lap time. 

The key point is, he’s not talking hypo-

thetically. The GT3’s suspension allows for 

more fine adjustability than the Z/28’s setup, 

and it’s here the experienced enthusiast will 

always be able to find an edge over the Chevy 

on the track. Even with our Z/28 in top form, 

it’s not going to catch the GT3.

If you’re after a fast, rewarding, utterly 

exhilarating track-day car, the Camaro Z/28 is 

a truly unbelievable bargain. For the money 

you’d spend on the GT3, you could buy a Z/28, 

a truck and trailer to take it to the track, and 

have enough money left over for a few sets 

of tires. But the talented, sophisticated, and 

deeply competent GT3 shows Chevy still has 

a few tricks to learn when spending go-fast 

money to make a road-legal race car. Perhaps 

we shouldn’t surprised—after all, Porsche’s 

been taking 911s to the track for more than 

half a century now, and the 2015 Z/28 is 

Chevy’s first attempt at a track-rat Camaro. 

And that’s what excites us most. Good as 

this one is, the next Camaro Z/28 is going to 

be a helluva car. Because racing improves  

the breed. n
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2015 Chevrolet Trax 
Base Price $20,995 
Price As Tested $29,735 
Vehicle Layout Front-engine, 
FWD, 5-pass, 4-door SUV
Engine 1.4L/138-HP*/148-LB-FT* 
turbocharged DOHC 16-valve I-4 
Transmission 6-speed automatic 
Curb Weight (F/R dist)  

3,193 LB (61/39%)

Wheelbase 100.6 in 
L x W x H 168.5 X 69.9 X 65.9 in
0-60 mph 9.4 sec  
Quarter Mile 17.1 sec @ 79.5 mph
Braking, 60-0 mph 113 f  
Lateral Acceleration 0.80 g (avg)
MT Figure Eight 28.2 sec @ 0.58 g (avg) 
EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 

26/34/29 mpg 
Energy Cons, City/Hwy 130/99 
kW-hrs/100 miles
CO2 Emissions, Comb 0.67 lb/mi

*SAE Certified

LTZ trims can add leatherette, 

heated power seats, Bose audio, 

and a sunroof. Connecting a phone 

is a no-brainer. Settings are a cinch 

to change. Such things matter 

tremendously.

The cabin has 15 cubbies. 

There’s even a hidden compart-

ment below the front passenger 

seat, which folds flat to accommo-

date extra-long items. The 60/40 

to see 60 mph. The quarter mile 

comes in 17.1 seconds at 79.5 mph. 

The EPA rates it at an impressive 

26/34 mpg city/highway. 

The value-focused $20,995 

Chevy arrives at a time when many 

new offerings are on the cusp of 

market introduction. With all that it 

offers, the Trax will surely make its 

mark. Nate Martinez

rear bench can be configured in 

eight ways. A generous 18.7 cubic 

feet of cargo fits behind an upright 

second row. Fold it down to utilize a 

massive 48.4 cubic feet.

Minimal noise penetrates the 

cabin’s 5mm acoustic glass. 

The MacPherson-strut front and 

torsion-beam rear suspension 

absorb bumps well with either 

the standard 16-inch or LTZ-only 

18-inch wheels attached. It’s a 

comfortable, airy, nicely stylized, 

extremely simple environment.  

The smooth 1.4-liter Ecotec 

turbo and six-speed automatic 

channel a maximum 138 horse-

power and 148 lb-ft to front or all 

wheels. (All-wheel drive carries 

a $1,500 premium.) It takes a 

leisurely 9.4 seconds for the Trax 

FOLD ’EM The Trax ofers a 60/40-
split rear seat, upping cargo to 48.4 

cu-ft. The front passenger seat folds, 
too, for skis and surfboards.



* Japan's Standard Fuel-Economy Test

2015 Honda Vezel; HR-V
Base Price $16,300-$18,500 (Japan market); $20,000-$21,300 (U.S. est)
Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD/AWD, 5-pass, 4-door SUV  
Engine 1.5L/129-hp/114-lb-f DOHC 16-valve I-4; 1.8L/138-hp/127-lb-f SOHC 
16-valve I-4 Transmissions Cont. variable auto or 6-speed manual; 
cont. variable auto Curb Weight 2,600-2,800 lb (est) Wheelbase 102.8 in 
L x W x H 169.1 x 69.7 x 63.2 in; 169.1 x 69.8 x 63.2 in 0-60 mph 9.0-9.5 sec (MT est); 
8.0-9.0 sec (MT est) EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 45-48 comb mpg (JC08 
cycle*); 28-29/35-36/31-32 mpg (est) 
Energy Cons, City/Hwy 70-75 comb kW-hrs/100 miles 
(JC08 cycle*); 116-120/94-96 kW-hrs/100 miles (est) 
CO2 Emissions, Comb 0.40-0.43 lb/mi 
(JC08 cycle*); 0.61-0.63 lb/mi (est) 
On Sale in U.S. Never; spring 2015
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Blend the coupe 

profile of an Acura 

ZDX, the power 

of a Civic, and the 

versatility of an oversized Fit, all at 

a starting price estimated to come 

in around $20,000, and the result 

is Honda’s all-new HR-V, aka the 

Japan-market Vezel. 

Based on Honda’s B-segment 

global architecture, the HR-V/Vezel 

measures about 9 inches longer 

and 3 inches wider and taller 

than the Fit, and it shares many 

similarities, including suspension 

setup (front struts, rear torsion 

beam), CVT, center-mounted fuel 

tank, second-row Magic Seat, 

and next-gen ACE body structure. 

But unlike the front-drive-only Fit, 

the HR-V/Vezel offers AWD and 

comes standard with rear disc 

brakes. Further, the Vezel utilizes a 

129-horsepower version of the Fit’s 

DI 1.5-liter I-4, but the HR-V opts for 

a gutsier 138-horse variant of the 

Civic’s 1.8-liter. 

The HR-V wasn’t available for us 

to drive in time for this issue, but we 

sampled the Vezel on its home turf. 

Our front-drive Vezel S came with 

paddle shifters and 17-inch alloys 

wearing 215/55 Dunlop summer 

tires. (HR-Vs will wear all-season 

rubber.) Despite weighing about 

100 pounds more than the Fit, the 

similarly powered Vezel didn’t seem 

any slower, zipping around the 

busy streets of Tokyo and merging 

into expressway traffic with no 

problems, a tribute to the nicely 

sorted CVT. High-performance 

soundproofing makes it’s much 

quieter than a Fit. 

With lively, organic steering 

and ample grip from the Dunlops, 

HONDA HR-V / VEZEL
Honda’s Fit-based JDM crossover signals  
good things to come from the 2016 HR-V

the Vezel consumed the curves of 

Mt. Takao with ease, delivering a 

rewarding drive and a firm, sporty 

ride. Braking power was reassuring 

thanks to the four-wheel discs and 

a well-calibrated pedal. 

The cabin is a big step above the 

Fit’s. Think soft-touch surfaces, an 

elegant center console, stitching 

on the dash, LED lighting, and 

automatic A/C with touchscreen 

controls. Rear-seat room is 

plentiful, and there's up to 58.8 

cubic feet  of cargo space with the 

second-row seats folded flat. 

The HR-V will be built at Honda’s 

new factory in Ceyala, Mexico, and 

will go on sale in spring 2015. With 

its blend of engaging dynamics, 

ingenious packaging, and upscale 

design inside and out, we predict 

that the HR-V will be a Home Run 

Vehicle. Ron Kiino

CAVERNOUS The Fit-based HR-V is 
deceivingly large inside, with up to 
58.8 cu-ft of cargo space with the 

second row folded fat.

VEZEL

HR-V

FIRST
DRIVE



 2015 Jeep Renegade 
Base Price $18,990-$26,990 Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD/AWD, 5-pass, 4-door 
SUV Engines 1.4L/160-hp/184-lb-f turbocharged SOHC 16-valve I-4, 2.4L/180-hp/175-lb-f 
SOHC 16-valve I-4 Transmissions  6-speed manual, 9-speed automatic 
Curb Weight 3,050-3,500 lb (mfr) Wheelbase 101.2 in L x W x H 166.6 x 71.0 x 66.5 in 
0-60 mph 7.0-9.0 sec (MT est) EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 24-26/30-32/26-28 mpg 
(est) Energy Cons, City/Hwy 130-140/105-112 kW-hrs/100 miles (est) 
CO2 Emissions, Comb 0.68-0.74 lb/mi (est) On Sale in U.S. Currently
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HIGH-TEK Jeep calls the Renegade’s 
interior “Tek-Tonic,” referring to the 
fusion of “soft and tactile forms with 
rugged and functional details.”

The 2015 Jeep 

Renegade has all the 

hardware needed to 

appeal to both the 

Jeep faithful and those looking for a 

rugged little ride.

This Italy-built CUV—the 

first Jeep built outside of North 

America—shares its platform and 

assembly line with the Fiat 500X, 

but Jeep engineers are keen to 

point out that they did all the heavy 

lifting in the U.S. A 1.4-liter turbo 

I-4 making 160 hp and 184 lb-ft  

is mated to a six-speed manual. 

Available across the board and 

Italian-built Jeep is no traitorJEEP RENEGADE
standard on higher-trim models 

is a 2.4-liter I-4 producing 184 hp 

and 177 lb-ft mated to a nine-speed 

automatic. Two all-wheel-drive 

systems are available: Jeep Active 

Drive and the Renegade Trailhawk’s 

Jeep Active Drive Low, which uses a 

unique final drive ratio allowing first 

gear to function as a low range.

Although the Renegade Sport 

serves as the base model, it doesn’t 

feel it. The all-wheel-drive- and 

turbo-four-equipped Jeep isn’t 

fast, but it feels quick thanks to 

a spunky little engine and a slick 

manual gearbox. The 2.4-liter 

engine and nine-speed auto is 

equally engaging. The little four-

banger offers up solid power and 

performance for its size, and the 

nine-speed rattles off quick, smart 

shifts. The rest of the Renegade 

package delivers a quiet, roomy 

cabin and a well-sorted ride.

The most interesting model 

in the lineup is the Renegade 

Trailhawk, which gets 8.7 inches of 

ground clearance, off-road rubber, 

and a few electronic tweaks, 

including a Rock mode and elec-

tronic differentials. While some may 

question the Renegade’s off-road 

chops, the Trailhawk is shockingly 

capable on the trail. Rocks, dirt, 

steep hills, or frame-punishing dirt 

troughs, the Trailhawk was in its 

element in the rough stuff. Rock 

mode proved most suitable for 

this course, and Sand allowed the 

Renegade to hang its tail out. 

The Renegade stays true to 

Jeep’s roots while appealing 

to a wider audience. With the 

Renegade already off to a flying 

start in Europe, Jeep is hoping its 

not-too-cute ute will be welcomed 

with open arms in its home market.  

Christian Seabaugh



FREE FREE FREE

• 100% Satisfaction Guaranteed
• Over 25 Million Satisfi ed Customers

• 550 Stores Nationwide
• HarborFreight.com    800-423-2567

• No Hassle Return Policy
• Lifetime Warranty On All Hand Tools

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 5 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 8 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

LIMIT 3 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 
purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 
Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 
presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.
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SUPER
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SUPER
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How Does Harbor Freight 

Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 

at the LOWEST Prices?

We have invested millions 

of dollars in our own 

state-of-the-art quality test 

labs and millions more in 

our factories, so our tools 

will go toe-to-toe with the 

top professional brands. 

And we can sell them for a 

fraction of the price because 

we cut out the middle man 

and pass the savings on to 

you. It’s just that simple! 

Come visit one of our 

550 Stores Nationwide.

FREE
SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON SUPER COUPON

SUPER COUPON

LIMIT 1 - Save 20% on any one item purchased at our stores or 
HarborFreight.com or by calling 800-423-2567. *Cannot be used with 
other discount, coupon, gift cards, Inside Track Club membership, 
extended service plans or on any of the following: compressors, 
generators, tool storage or carts, welders, fl oor jacks, Towable Ride-On 
Trencher, Saw Mill (Item 61712/62366/67138), Predator Gas Power 
Items, open box items, in-store event or parking lot sale items. Not 
valid on prior purchases after 30 days from original purchase date with 
original receipt. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be presented. 
Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

20%
OFF

ANY SINGLE ITEM

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

LIMIT 1 - Cannot be used with other discount, coupon or prior 
purchase. Coupon good at our stores, HarborFreight.com or by calling 
800-423-2567. Offer good while supplies last. Shipping & Handling charges 
may apply if not picked up in-store. Non-transferable. Original coupon must 
be presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day. 

WITH ANY 
PURCHASE

WITH ANY PURCHASE WITH ANY PURCHASEWITH ANY PURCHASE

REG. 
PRICE 

$149 .99  $9999 

 CAN AND OBD II 
PROFESSIONAL 

SCAN TOOL 
LOT NO.  98614

60694 /62120
Item 60694 

shown

SAVE 
$50

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON
!

$5999

 $8999 
REG. 

PRICE 
$119. 99 

 RAPID PUMP® 

1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM 
RACING JACK 

 LOT NO. 
68053 
69252
60569
62160
62496

• 3-1/2 Pumps Lifts 

Most Vehicles

• Weighs 27 lbs.

"The Undisputed King of the Garage" 

– Four Wheeler Magazine

SAVE
$60

Item 68053 
shown

Item 
 60657 
shown 

SAVE 
25%

3-IN-1 PORTABLE 
POWER PACK WITH 

JUMP STARTER

LOT NO.  38391 /60657
62306/62376

 $4499 
REG. PRICE $59 .99 

•  900 Peak Amps 

900 PEAK/
700 RUNNING WATTS 
2 HP (63 CC) 2 CYCLE
 GAS RECREATIONAL 

GENERATOR
LOT NO.  66619/ 60338

69381/62472

 $9999 
REG. PRICE $179.99

SAVE 
$80

Item 
69381 
shown

LOT NO. 
    68784
69387
62270

REG. PRICE $699 .99 
 $36999 

 44", 13 DRAWER 
INDUSTRIAL QUALITY 

ROLLER CABINET 
Item 68784

shown

"We Are Impressed With the Quality...
The Price is Incredible"

– Car Craft Magazine

• Super High 
Gloss Finish

• 2633 lb. Capacity
• Weighs 245 lbs.

SAVE 
$330

1/4" DRIVE

3/8" DRIVE

1/2" DRIVE

LOT NO.  2696 /61277

LOT NO.  807 /61276

LOT NO. 
 239/62431 

 TORQUE 
WRENCH ES

Item 239 
shown

"Impressive Accuracy, 
Amazing Value"

– Car Craft Magazine

YOUR CHOICE!

 $999 
• Accuracy 

within ±4%

SAVE 
66%

REG. PRICE $29 .99 

LIMIT 4 - Good at our stores or HarborFreight.com or by calling 

800-423-2567. Cannot be used with other discount or coupon or prior 

purchases after 30 days from original purchase with original receipt. 

Offer good while supplies last. Non-transferable. Original coupon must be 

presented. Valid through 5/23/15. Limit one coupon per customer per day.

SUPER
 

COUPON
!

$14999

 $17999 
REG. 

PRICE 
$219. 99 

SAVE
$70

 2.5 HP, 21 GALLON, 125 PSI 

VERTICAL AIR COMPRESSOR 

LOT NO.  67847 

61454/61693

Item 67847 
shown

"The Perfect Compressor with Powerful, 

Quiet and Consistent Airfl ow...

Plus we Love the Low Price"

– Street Trucks Magazine

1" x 25 FT. 

TAPE MEASURE

ITEM 69080
69030/69031 VALUE

 $699 
Item 

69080 
shown

4" MAGNETIC 

PARTS HOLDER

ITEM 90566
VALUE

 $599 

3-1/2" SUPER BRIGHT

NINE LED ALUMINUM

FLASHLIGHT

ITEM
69052/69111 VALUE

 $699 
Item 

69052 
shown



2016 Mazda CX-3 
Base Price $22,000-$23,500 (est) 
Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD/
AWD, 5-Pass, 4-Door SUV 
Engine 2.0L/155-hp (est)/150-lb-f (est) 
DOHC 16-Valve I-4 
Transmission 6-Speed Automatic
Curb Weight 2,900-3,000 lb (est) 
Wheelbase 101.2 in 
L x W x H 168.3 x 69.5 x 61.0 in
0-60 mph 8.0-8.5 sec (MT est) 
EPA City/Hwy/Comb Fuel Econ 
27-28/35-36/30-31 mpg (est) 
Energy Cons, City/Hwy 120-125/94-96 
kW-hrs/100 miles (est) 
CO2 Emissions, Comb 0.62-0.64 lb/mi 
(est) On Sale in U.S. Summer 2015
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 Mazda's line of CX 

SUVs has long been a 

Motor Trend favorite. 

The three-row CX-9 

won our 2008 Sport/Utility of the 

Year award. In August 2013, the 

two-row CX-5 took top honors in 

a hotly contested comparison test 

against the Ford Escape, Subaru 

Forester, and Toyota RAV4. Now 

comes the newest and smallest 

sibling, the CX-3, which very well 

may pack the biggest punch.

Sharing a platform, rear 

torsion-beam suspension setup, 

and 101.2-inch wheelbase with 

the recently introduced Demio 

(Mazda2), the CX-3 will hit the U.S. 

market around summertime, armed 

with the 2.0-liter Skyactiv I-4 and 

six-speed automatic found in the 

base CX-5. Mazda didn’t release 

2016 MAZDA CX-3 All-new CX-3 has the goods to match its looks
output figures at the CX-3’s L.A. 

Auto Show debut, but expect them 

to be right around the CX-5’s 155 

horsepower and 150 lb-ft of torque, 

putting the CX-3 squarely between 

the HR-V (138 hp, 127 lb-ft) and the 

Renegade (160-180 hp, 175-184 

lb-ft). Given the CX-3’s estimated 

curb weight of 3,000 pounds, the 

2.0-liter should prove an energetic 

motivator. Expect EPA ratings to be 

in the neighborhood of 28/36 mpg 

city/highway with FWD and 27/35 

with AWD. The available active 

torque control, all-wheel-drive 

system, and large-for-the-segment 

18-inch wheels promise to carve up 

the curves. 

Measuring 168.3 inches long, 

69.5 wide, and 61.0 tall, the CX-3’s 

tidy look is stylish, and it boasts 

such standout cues as a bold 

seven-fin grille, a blacked-out 

D-pillar, and headlamps with LED 

integration. Inside, the fashion 

show continues with a chic cabin 

with available leather/suede 

trim and a three-tone treatment. 

The so-called Mazda Connect 

infotainment system provides, well, 

information and entertainment, 

and the i-Activesense safety suite 

includes adaptive cruise control, 

lane departure warning, and 

forward collision warning.

Whether that’s enough for 

the CX-3 to rise above the HR-V, 

Renegade, Trax, and others in a 

comparison test or Sport/

Utility of the year remains 

to be seen. If history is 

any indication, Mazda 

has much to be excited 

about. Ron Kiino

UPSCALE Top-trim CX-3s will be 
available with parchment leather 
and o�-black “Lux Suede” inserts, 
not to mention striking red accents.

CROSSOVER SUITE



2016 Fiat 500X 
Base Price $20,500-$25,000 (est) 
Vehicle Layout Front-engine, FWD/
AWD, 5-pass, 4-door SUV
Engines 1.4L/160-hp/184-lb-f 
turbocharged SOHC 16-valve I-4,  
2.4L/180-hp/175-lb-f SOHC 16-valve I-4
Transmissions 6-speed manual,
9-speed automatic
Curb Weight 3,050-3,300 lb (est) 
Wheelbase 101.2 in
L x W x H 167.2-168.2 x 70.7 x 63.1-63.7 in
0-60 mph 8.0-8.6 sec (MT est) 
EPA City/Hwy/Comb
Fuel Econ Not yet rated
On Sale in U.S. Second quarter 2015
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Fiat slices the 500 pie 

even finer with the new 

500X. It’s similar in 

footprint to the 500L 

but based on Jeep’s Renegade 

architecture and built alongside the 

Jeep in Melfi, Italy. The 500L is built 

on a slightly longer wheelbase and 

Punto architecture, and it’s slightly 

larger inside despite measuring 

about an inch narrower and 

shorter in length. A lower roofline 

and angled rear window cost the 

500X some passenger space and 

yield about 13-percent less trunk 

volume than the 500L. As its Jeep 

DNA suggests, the new model is 

prepped for the Renegade’s most 

basic on-road-oriented AWD 

system, though front-drive will also 

be offered. 

    Four-cylinder powertrain choices 

mirror the Renegade’s, with a 

160-hp 1.4-liter Turbo MultiAir II 

and six-speed manual powering 

low-spec front-drivers and a 180-hp 

2.4-liter Tigershark engine and 

nine-speed automatic powering 

all other variants with front- or all-

wheel drive. The front-drive variants 

will be classified as cars, but the 

taller-riding AWD units count as 

light trucks. Fiat’s Dynamic Selector 

tailors the responsiveness of the 

throttle, automatic transmission, 

traction/stability controls, and 

steering to three driving modes: 

Auto (peak safety and efficiency), 

Traction+ (for control in potentially 

FIAT 500X Littlest Jeep gets a fashionable makeover

ITALIAN DRESSING Not only was the 500X 
designed at Centro Stile in Turin, Italy, but it 
will also be built at Fiat’s Melfi assembly plant.  

GET A GRIP The 500X’s 
“Dynamic Selector” knob 
enables the driver to select 
from three modes: Auto, 
Sport, and Traction+. 

slippery conditions), and Sport.  

Suspension is by coil-sprung 

struts all around, with standard 

electric power steering. Safety 

options will include lane depar-

ture warning, blind-spot warning, 

ParkView rear camera system, and 

Brake Control assisted braking. 

All but the cheapest models will 

get keyless push-button starting. 

A heated steering wheel and 

seats are offered, along 

with three flavors of 

Uconnect telematics/

infotainment. Gear like this 

helps Fiat land buyers with 

$80,000-plus household 

incomes—way above the 

B-segment average.

Speaking of high fashion, the 

500X will be available in four trim 

levels—Pop, Street, Trekking, and 

Trekking-plus—11 different paint 

colors, and a broad array of vinyl, 

leather, fabric, and piping color 

combinations. Fiat marketers assert 

that the Jeep Renegade and Fiat 

500X will appeal to different buyers 

and hence won’t cannibalize each 

other’s sales. Okaaay, but how are 

Fiat dealers going to keep the X 

from eating into 500L sales? 

Frank Markus

FIRST LOOK
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50 LEADERS, THINKERS, AND AGITATORS SHAPING THE AUTO INDUSTRY
The most influential people in the automotive industry 

are not only the CEOs.

Certainly, the top person at any company is vitally 

important. They run the business part of the auto 

industry, after all, and we’ve seen what happens when 

an automaker loses focus or makes poor decisions.

However, the motors that drive the industry are the designers 

and engineers, the folks who create tomorrow’s cars and 

shape the future of the automotive landscape.

No 12-year-old boy tapes a picture of Sergio 

Marchionne or Martin Winterkorn to his bedroom 

wall. That boy ogles 911s and Corvettes and Hellcats, 

all of which are at the top of their game in 2015. It’s 

the cars that matter to him. It’s the cars that matter to us.

There are, of course, agitators and provocateurs in the auto industry, 

those who go against conventional wisdom and chart a new course 

that others eventually follow. They are important, too, as their ideas 

and actions challenge the industry to rethink its conception of design 

or powertrains or what customers want as opposed to what they need.

Then there are the outsiders, people not from the auto 

industry but whose views and actions directly impact 

it, making their influence equally important, whether 

they are regulating emissions or inspiring people 

and furthering car culture.

Everyone plays a role, and the 50 most influential 

earn a spot on our 2015 Power List.?
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Håkan Samuelsson
Volvo

PRESIDENT AND CEO, 
VOLVO CAR GROUP

2014 Rank:  

Not ranked

The goals for Volvo are 

clear: Hit 100,000 unit 

sales in the U.S. by 2016 

and 800,000 sales around 

the globe by 2020. If 

Samuelsson can deliver, his 

Chinese owner, Geely, should 

change his title to Jim Phelps, the 

original man to run “Mission: Impos-

sible.” But a slew of new cars coming and 

no real marketing budget are just two of many 

problems this Swedish brand known for safety is 

going to have to overcome. 

Michael Horn
Volkswagen

CEO, VOLKSWAGEN  
OF AMERICA
2014 Rank: 44

Although VW appears to be 

going gangbusters around 

the world, sales have fallen 

off in America. That turf is 

Horn’s, who has been at the 

helm of Volkswagen of America 

for the past year. The new COTY-

winning Golf should help, but Horn 

needs VW to find some new crossovers 

quick, or it’ll be time to dust off the resume.

Stefano Domenicali
Audi

2014 Rank: Not ranked

The former Ferrari Formula 1 boss 

recently moved to Audi to work 

in “service and mobility,” Audi 

says. But it’s clear Domeni-

cali was brought on to help 

bring Audi up to speed for F1 

racing by 2016. He has just 

been tapped to head the FIA’s 

Single-Seater Commission, which 

organizes the ladder of formula 

racing up to but excluding Formula 

1. In his new role, Domenicali’s primary 

responsibility will be developing young 

open-wheel racing talent. What better posi-

tion to be in for Audi’s F1 future?

Yoshinori Asahi 
Honda

DESIGNER
2014 Rank: Not ranked

For Honda, the Fit 

and the NSX fall on 

opposite ends of the 

spectrum. One shows 

how far the engineer-first 

company can stretch its 

imagination and perfor-

mance abilities, and the other 

must relay those same char-

acteristics for less than $20,000. 

And there’s a reason Asahi has helped 

design both of them. He’s just that good.

Tetsuo Iwamura
Honda

PRESIDENT  
AND CEO, 

AMERICA HONDA
2014 Rank: 46

Under Iwamura’s leadership, 

Honda is poised to experience 

continued growth in the U.S. With the 

Takata airbag recall rocking the boat a bit, 

new vehicles, such as the CR-V, Motor Trend’s 

SUV of the Year, and the soon-to-be-

released HR-V small crossover, should 

help calm the waters.

Dave Zuchowski 
Hyundai

CEO HYUNDAI 
MOTOR AMERICA
2014 Rank: Not ranked

After talking the helm of Hyundai 

Motor America on January 1, 

Zuchowski has seen tepid growth 

of the Korean-based carmaker in 

the U.S. Perhaps the new Sonata and 

Genesis sedans will help spur lagging car 

sales. If not, Zuchowski’s tenure at the head of 

Hyundai in America will be short-lived.  

THE HOONICORN  Thousands tune in when Ken Block gets behind 
the wheel of his 850-hp 1965 Mustang for a Gymkhana video.

Ken Block
Hoonigan Racing

PROFESSIONAL 
DRIVER
2014 Rank: Not ranked

No one can get America 

more excited about non-

NASCAR motorsports than 

Ken Block. Although he’s 

pretty good at rally racing (in 

its latest stadium-and-social-

media-friendly incarnation, 

Global Rally Cross), he’s even better 

at promoting it and his auto/outlaw 

image. Block’s annual stuntastic Gymkhana 

mini-features are as close to guaranteed 

viral as they come. Why? The driving, for 

sure, but the machines he jumps into 

are simply incredible, including his 

latest, an 850-horsepower AWD 

1965 Mustang.
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Matthias Müller
Porsche

CEO
2014 Rank: 25

Porsche’s sales 

growth continues to 

outpace the auto 

industry and even its 

luxury counterparts. 

Müller’s leadership 

has helped provide the 

steady hand that brought 

the popular Macan. In 2015, 

a refreshed 911 will add to the 

brand’s growing appeal. 

Harald Krüger
BMW

CEO
2014 Rank: Not ranked

Krüger takes control of 

BMW in May, replacing 

Norbert Reithofer. 

The former head of 

personnel and sales for 

Mini and Rolls-Royce, 

Krüger, a mechanical 

engineer by trade, has a well-

rounded resume to lead BMW, 

including helping construct BMW’s 

factory in South Carolina. He has been on 

BMW’s management board since 2008.

Thomas Doll 
Subaru of America

PRESIDENT AND COO
2014 Rank: 40

Few brands have seen the 

success Subaru has in America. 

Doll, who became president of 

Subaru of America in 2013, has 

helped create the 10th-largest 

brand in America. Subaru outsells 

GMC, Volkswagen, and Mercedes-

Benz and hit sales of more than 

500,000 units in 2014, a year ahead of 

Doll’s own forecast. The challenge will be 

continuing 20-percent sales increases year 

over year.

Shiro Nakamura
Nissan

SENIOR VICE  
PRESIDENT, DESIGN 
AND CHIEF CREATIVE 
OFFICER
2014 Rank: Not ranked

Nissan’s senior vice president 

of design continues to push 

dramatic styles into concept 

(Infiniti Q80 Inspiration) and 

production (2015 Murano) 

vehicles. He will be the force to 

translate those dramatic design 

cues throughout Nissan’s lineup as the 

carmaker begins to outpace some of its 

closest competition in America. 

Ian Callum 
Jaguar

DIRECTOR OF DESIGN
2014 Rank: 34

Jaguar’s renaissance started 

with Callum’s pen. The F-Type 

marks an important new 

chapter. Next year, the XE 

arrives in all of its sumptu-

ousness. Then a new XF is 

expected to come out, as well. 

These striking vehicles should 

push Jaguar’s profile even higher 

throughout the world. 

Dennis Williams
UAW

PRESIDENT
2014 Rank: Not ranked

The newly elected UAW 

president already has his work 

cut out for him. Volkswagen 

workers in Tennessee barely 

rejected joining the UAW, and 

other foreign carmakers have 

resisted UAW overtures. Once 

one of the strongest unions in 

the world, the UAW must create 

inroads into more plants or find itself 

becoming even weaker in the future. 

Jerry Seinfeld
COMEDIAN, CAR 

ENTHUSIAST
2014 Rank: Not ranked

The comedian icon of the 

’90s has become a cult car 

connoisseur with his recent 

web series “Comedians in 

Cars Getting Coffee.” Each 

episode stars a classic car and 

a comedian who makes Seinfeld 

laugh. Perhaps it’s a way to show 

off his $15 million car collection, but 

it also passes along the love of cars to 

another generation.

Seinfeld's "Comedians in Cars Getting Coffee" 
passes on a love of cars to another generation.
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Barb Samardzich 
Ford

COO EUROPE
2014 Rank: 50

Although European 

sales continue 

to underperform 

for all carmakers, 

Samardzich’s career 

path does not appear 

to have the same ups 

and downs. Heading up Ford 

Europe’s operations adds to her 

resume of important management and 

engineering positions held worldwide, and she remains 

a key executive ready for bigger challenges ahead. 

Gina McCarthy
Environmental Protection 

Agency

ADMINISTRATOR
2014 Rank: Not ranked

No government agency 

in the U.S. strikes more 

fear into the hearts of auto-

makers than the EPA, which 

regulates automotive tailpipe 

emissions in order to help curb 

pollution and increase efficiency. A 

change in regulation can cost carmakers 

billions. In the coming years, the EPA hopes to 

alter the composition of gasoline, demand higher 

mileage from vehicles, and impose other regs 

that will hold carmakers’ feet to the fire. 

Mike Manley
Fiat Chrysler

PRESIDENT,  
CEO JEEP
2014 Rank: Not Ranked

Jeep is the gift that keeps on 

giving to Chrysler. In the U.S. 

sales are up more than 40 

percent for 2014. Globally, Jeep 

has two new entries that will likely 

gain traction: the Cherokee and 

the Renegade. Both are perfectly 

sized and should help Jeep hit its goal 

of 2 million annual sales by 2018. Better 

yet, early reports on the Renegade say this 

off-roader has some real chops.

Gerry McGovern
Land Rover

DESIGN DIRECTOR
2014 Rank: Not Ranked

Land Rover continues 

its design rebirth 

under the influence 

of McGovern’s pen. 

Sales for the brand 

have continued to climb 

as it rolls out beautiful 

new products such as the 

Discovery Sport and Discovery. 

In the coming years, the refreshed 

Range Rover Evoque and Sport will arrive, 

enhancing an extremely well-done lineup. 

Jim Lentz
Toyota 

CEO NORTH 
AMERICA
2014 Rank: Not ranked

Lentz, a 33-year veteran at 

Toyota, has done a fantastic 

job continuing Toyota’s sales 

growth and overseeing the 

resurgence of the company’s 

luxury brand, Lexus. Now, 

Lentz must ensure successful 

launches of the next-gen Prius 

and Tacoma, as well as convince his 

Southern California-based staff that relo-

cating to the company’s new headquarters in 

Plano, Texas, will be worth the trip. 

Tomomi Nakamura
Subaru

CEO SUBARU  
OF AMERICA
2014 Rank: Not ranked

Subaru’s transition of 

CEOs in North America 

appears to be seamless; the 

company should expect a 

double-digit sales increase in 

America for 2014. With a new 

WRX, Legacy, and Outback in the 

lineup, not to mention a refreshed 

Impreza, Nakamura, who replaced 

Takeshi Tachimori in April, should expect 

the company’s growth to continue.

Stephen Odell
Ford

EXECUTIVE VICE 
PRESIDENT, GLOBAL 
MARKETING, SALES 
AND SERVICE
2014 Rank: Not ranked

Swapping his Ford posi-

tion of president, Europe, 

Middle East, and Africa with 

Jim Farley, Odell moves into 

a critical position to maintain 

Ford’s growth. It also moves him 

to Dearborn, where he will have the 

direct attention of CEO Mark Fields. 

Gina McCarthy and the EPA hope to 
hold carmakers' feet to the fire.
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Johan de Nysschen
Cadillac

PRESIDENT
2014 Rank: 31

It appears de Nysschen has 

a plan for Cadillac. Shortly 

after he left Infiniti, Cadillac 

announced it would move 

its headquarters to New 

York City. GM’s luxury brand 

has fallen short in sales, and 

de Nysschen’s radical approach 

might just serve as the jolt needed to 

hit the restart button. Of course, there 

are other problems still to sort out, such 

as future crossovers, the flailing ELR, and 

defining a new flagship. We recommend 

losing those alphanumeric names.

Adrian Lund
Insurance Institute 

Highway Safety

PRESIDENT
2014 Rank: 35

When everyone passes 

a test, it’s time to change 

the test. The IIHS did 

so two years ago after 

studying what kinds of 

accidents Americans were 

still dying in. That began 

IIHS’ small overlap frontal crash 

test. Because an IIHS approval is so 

important to consumers, it’s also impor-

tant to carmakers. It may take years to see 

how many lives were saved from this additional 

test, but it won’t take as long to see how many cars 

are sold based on test ratings. 

Adrian van Hooydonk
BMW

CHIEF DESIGNER 

2014 Rank: 33

BMW has an offering for 

nearly everyone, and van 

Hooydonk signs off on all of 

those designs. As the brand 

continues to expand, van 

Hooydonk will have to continue 

to stretch the consumer’s imagi-

nation. The i3 and i8 show how far 

those designs can go, but the biggest 

test will come in 2015: the 7 Series. 

Li Shufu
Geely 

CHAIRMAN
2014 Ranking:  

Not Ranked

Shufu saved Volvo and 

now has Geely ready to 

start selling cars outside of 

China. Ultimately, that will 

mean America, where Geely 

has started a design studio 

to study Western style. It is only 

a matter of time before a Chinese 

carmaker enters the U.S. market—and 

we suspect it could be Geely. 

Takanobu Ito
Honda

PRESIDENT, CEO
2014 Rank: 22

As Honda struggles with recalls, 

many because of faulty Takata 

airbags, its top officials have 

said the company has faltered 

and might not reach its goal of 

6 million vehicles sold during 

its fiscal year. That jibes with Ito 

being called out by two Honda 

chiefs, saying the company 

needs to refocus on quality. 

Recalls aside, Honda has started to 

show signs of life again with its cross-

overs and cars, especially the new CR-V, 

Motor Trend’s SUV of the Year. Meanwhile, 

Acura remains a work in progress and unable to 

gain much traction.  

Mong-Koo Chung 

Hyundai

CHAIRMAN
2014 Rank: 13

The Korean-based carmaker has 

struggled this past year in some 

regions, though it expects to top 

8 million worldwide sales between 

Hyundai and its sister company, 

Kia. However, the chairman put 

down $10 billion for a chunk of land 

to build a new headquarters instead of 

spending that money on R&D, causing 

the company’s stock to drop. 

Michael Mauer 
Porsche

CHIEF DESIGNER
2014 Rank: 37

Porsche’s chief designer 

continues to push the look of 

future Porsches, the Macan 

being the most recent and 

dramatic. Those vehicles will 

certainly help Porsche grow. 

Next year the 911 will undergo a 

“minor” refresh, but we all know 

that if you’re changing the 911, 

there’s nothing minor about it. 

It's only a matter of time before a 
Chinese carmaker enters the U.S. market.
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Robert Hegbloom
Ram

CEO
2014 Ranking: Not 

ranked

Named to lead the 

Ram brand in August, 

Hegbloom is the 

consummate truck 

guy. He’s a natural fit 

to head Ram, which 

just so happens to be the 

fastest-growing truck brand 

in the U.S., with a total volume 

approaching 450,000 units for 

2014. Maintaining that performance 

will be difficult, but not impossible.

Walter de Silva
Volkswagen

HEAD OF VOLKSWAGEN 
GROUP DESIGN

2014 Rank: 9

With eight car brands, three 

truck brands, and one motor-

cycle brand under his authority, 

de Silva’s influence can be seen 

on nearly every street corner 

around the world. From the Golf to 

the 911 to the Flying Spur, his vehicles 

possess elegance and sophistication. A 

future generation of car designers will draw 

inspiration from them for years to come. 

Moray Callum
Ford

VICE PRESIDENT, 
DESIGN

2014 Rank: 30

Ford’s top designer must 

oversee all of Ford’s work 

and has proven worthy of 

the task with the launch of 

the F-150 and Mustang, 

two of Ford’s most iconic 

vehicles. Meanwhile, as 

he settles into his position, 

Callum will still have to see new 

life driven into Lincoln while main-

taining success of the Ford brand. 

Herbert Diess
Volkswagen

HEAD OF VOLKSWAGEN 
BRAND

2014 Rank: Not Ranked

The former head of BMW’s 

development has moved 

to the VW Group to lead the 

company’s core brand. When 

he takes the reins later this year 

directly from Winterkorn, Diess 

will become one of the select few 

rumored to be a viable replacement 

for Winterkorn as CEO. 

Tadge Juechter
Chevrolet Corvette

CHIEF ENGINEER
2014 Rank: 48

Juechter has delivered 

the best Corvette 

Stingray and Z06 the 

world has ever seen. 

Although the C7 was 

impressive, the Z06 is 

the only car in the world 

that offers million-dollar 

performance for $80,000. 

The only question for Juechter 

now: What can he deliver next? 

Our guess: mid-engine.

Tobias Moers
Mercedes-AMG

CHIEF EXECUTIVE
2014 Rank: Not ranked

Moers’ work at AMG has 

continued to redefine 

luxury-sport machines and 

Mercedes-Benz. This self-

styled Swabian woodsman 

is the engineering force 

behind AMG's coveted Black 

Series cars. His next big test will 

be the Mercedes-AMG GT, which 

launches in 2015. This front-engine, 

twin-turbocharged V-8 will go head to 

head with the Porsche 911. 

Ed Welburn
General Motors

VICE PRESIDENT OF 
GLOBAL DESIGN
2014 Rank: 17

Welburn has helped guide 

GM into a design revival 

with such offerings as 

the Corvette Z06 and the 

Colorado, Motor Trend’s 

Truck of the Year. He has also 

committed all of the brands to 

improving interiors. The work of 

his teams has not gone unnoticed. 

A NEW HALO The Mercedes-AMG GT, the 
follow-up to the gullwing-equipped SLS 
AMG, is the latest and greatest bespoke 
sports car to come from AMG.
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Cyrus Pallonji
Mistry

Tata

CHAIRMAN
2014 Rank: Not 

ranked

As Tata Motors looks 

to regain ground in 

its homeland, India, 

it must also continue 

with its aggressive 

plans to build up Land 

Rover and Jaguar. Mistry 

took over for the charismatic 

Ratan Tata at the end of 2012 as only 

the second leader from outside the family in 

the company’s nearly 150 years.  

Raj Nair
Ford

CHIEF TECHNICAL 
OFFICER, GLOBAL 
PRODUCT 
DEVELOPMENT
2014 Rank: 24

Having successfully 

launched the Mustang and 

all-new aluminum F-150, Nair 

continues to push his teams for 

innovation, technology, and new 

products. For example, the incred-

ible work behind Ford’s new 5.2-liter 

flat-plane-crank V-8. It’s 500-plus horsepower 

of surprise, and a very welcome surprise at that. 

Thomas Weber
Mercedes

BOARD MEMBER, HEAD 
OF RESEARCH AND CAR 

DEVELOPMENT
2014 Rank: 16

Mercedes continues to outpace 

many of its competitors 

with refined technology and 

safety features. Just look at 

the S-Class and its impact on 

the rest of Mercedes’ lineup. 

Mercedes is also working 

on a self-driving car, much like 

everyone else, but no one else has 

Weber working with them. That could 

make all the difference in the world. 

Mark Fields
Ford

CEO
2014 Rank: 5

Since taking over for the 

famed Alan Mulally, Fields 

has continued the One 

Ford vision, perhaps to 

the company's detriment. 

Without a true premium 

brand, Ford is losing ground. 

Premium brands only make 

up 10 to 12 percent of total global 

sales, but they deliver half of the global 

profits, and Ford’s Lincoln badge remains 

wounded and ineffective. Under his watch, Ford has 

launched the aluminum F-150 and revived the Mustang 

GT350. But Lincoln remains in the midst of a make-

over. How Ford handles Lincoln—and 

China—will be Fields’ legacy.

Ferdinand Piëch
Volkswagen

CHAIRMAN
2014 Rank: 7

VW’s largest stockholder collects 

brands the way other people 

collect stamps. He brought Ducati 

into the VW fold and last year was 

rumored to consider a merger with 

Fiat that envisioned VW taking the 

reins of Chrysler, Jeep, and Ram. Piëch 

might have moved more to the back-

ground at VW, but do not underestimate his 

influence behind the scenes. 

Peter Schreyer
Hyundai/Kia

DESIGN CHIEF
2014 Rank: 8

Schreyer is the most 

influential designer in 

the world. Now that he 

will head both Kia and 

Hyundai design, expecta-

tions should rise for both brands. 

Already, we’ve seen how Hyundai’s 

fluidic sculpture 2.0 on the Sonata and Genesis 

has refined both vehicles. Up next will be the Hyundai 

Elantra and the groundbreaking Kia Optima.

Elon Musk
Tesla

CEO 

2014 Rank: 29

Musk made three big moves 

last year: He opened up Tesla’s 

patents on EV technology, 

announced an even higher-

tech dual motor for the Model 

S, and broke ground on a 

multibillion dollar lithium-ion 

“Gigafactory” in Nevada. But 

the next few years will determine 

Musk’s real power in the automo-

tive world. If Tesla can successfully 

launch the Model X crossover and 

build an affordable electric car (less than 

$40,000) with a range of more than 200 miles, 

Musk might reach his 500,000 vehicles by 

2020 and change the world. If not, he still 

has SpaceX.

Mark Reuss
General Motors

VICE PRESIDENT, 
GLOBAL PRODUCT 
DEVELOPMENT, 
PURCHASING, AND 
SUPPLY CHAIN
2014 Rank: 10

A driving force behind GM’s 

recent product revival, Reuss 

is willing to take chances on 

vehicles such as the Colorado, 

Motor Trend’s Truck of the Year, 

and the Corvette Z06, a sub-six-

figure supercar. But it’s a thankless job, 

as he will only be as good as the next vehicle. 

Down the road that includes a Cadillac flagship, a second-

gen Chevy Equinox, and GM’s popular Lambda crossovers, 

the Traverse, Acadia, and Enclave. 
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vw.com *Starting MSRP of $17,995 for a limited availability 2015 Volkswagen Golf Launch Edition 1.8L TSI® 2-Door with 5-speed manual transmission. Model shown is a 2015 Volkswagen Golf SEL 4-Door 1.8L TSI with 6-speed automatic transmission 
and Lighting Package with a starting MSRP of $27,990. Prices exclude transportation, taxes, title, other options, and dealer charges. Dealer sets actual price. **30 city/45 highway mpg (2015 Golf TDI Clean Diesel, 2.0L TDI, manual transmission). 
EPA estimates. Your mileage will vary and depends on several factors, including your driving habits and vehicle condition. †The e-Golf vehicle is only available at participating dealers in select states. ©2014 Volkswagen of America, Inc.

It’s a win, win, win, win.

Golf TDI
e-Golf

Golf GTI

Golf

Talk about a photo fi nish for the ages. The Golf, awash in exemplary attention to detail, 

yet starting at $17,995*.  The high-performance, 210-hp Golf GTI. The Golf TDI® Clean Diesel 

with a turbocharged 45 highway mpg.** The innovative e-Golf—a 100% electric car that 

doesn’t drive like one.†  Together, they took home Motor Trend’s 2015 Car of the Year®.  The 

latest chapter in 40 years of worldwide acclaim. Winning, it turns out, is truly a family affair. 

Isn’t it time for German engineering?

The all-new Volkswagen Golf family. 2015 Motor Trend Car of the Year.®



Dieter Zetsche
Mercedes-Benz

CHAIRMAN
2014 Rank: 26

Mercedes’ growth 

continues to 

outpace other 

luxury brands as the 

company adds more 

vehicles to its lineup 

and improves the overall 

quality of its newest offerings. 

The carmaker has also redefined 

how it will name cars in the future, simpli-

fying the nomenclature for global consumers. The 

S-Class (by any name) is an incredible machine. But so are 

all of Mercedes’ latest offerings, all the way down to the 

CLA. The automaker’s outlook remains strong. 

Carlos Ghosn
Renault/Nissan

CHAIRMAN, CEO
2014 Rank: 23

Running multiple car companies 

at the same time has its ups 

and downs. Currently, however, 

it appears things are on the 

upswing. Nissan has shown resil-

ience in sales with many of its new 

products and remains just a few thou-

sand vehicles from unseating Honda 

as America’s No. 4 brand. Ghosn has also 

remained committed to electric vehicle sales. All 

told, Nissan and Renault have sold more than 200,000 

EVs in four years, roughly 58 percent of the market.

Ulrich Hackenberg
Volkswagen

BOARD MEMBER/
HEAD OF 
RESEARCH AND 
DEVELOPMENT
2014 Ranking: 6

Hackenberg does more 

than see into the future of 

what cars will become—he 

creates it. Few people have as 

much influence on the way cars will 

look, act, and perform as Hackenberg. 

Electric turbos, autonomous driving, hydrogen 

fuel cells: Hackenberg understands and promotes 

them all. His genius seems limited by only the laws of 

physics, and even those he seems to bend.

Mary Barra
General Motors

CEO
2014 Ranking: 3

Why she’s No. 2: Few leaders 

start their job testifying in front 

of a contentious Congress, but 

that’s what Barra faced. She took 

over for Daniel Akerson in January, 

began a recall of millions of vehicles 

in February, and headed to Washington in 

March. Barra’s upfront and honest approach has 

been refreshing in a litigious world in which no one 

ever wants to admit the slightest wrongdoing. 

Instead, she has started to transform the 

company’s corporate culture, maintained 

solid sales, and overseen a revival of 

excellent new vehicles ranging from the 

outrageously great (and Motor Trend's 

Best Driver’s Car) Chevrolet Camaro 

Z/28 to the return of the midsize Chev-

rolet Colorado (Motor Trend's Truck 

of the Year). However, the corporate 

culture at GM remains Barra’s biggest 

challenge. Outlook Although the 

ignition recall remains open, GM can 

now focus on breathing new life into its 

luxury brand, Cadillac, and introducing 

vehicles such as the new Chevy Volt, a Buick 

crossover, and the Cadillac CT6.

Sergio Marchionne 

Fiat Chrysler Automobiles

CHAIRMAN, CEO
2014 Rank: 4

No one has done more this 

year than Marchionne. He 

finalized the Chrysler sale, 

successfully merged it with 

Fiat, and took the family public, 

creating a Dutch-based car 

company with a global headquarters 

in London and roots in Italy and America. 

Now Marchionne will spin off Ferrari and nearly 

$1 billion of debt while continuing to build up all the 

brands and the new stock, which continues to rise in value. 

Martin Winterkorn
Volkswagen AG

BOARD OF MANAGEMENT CHAIRMAN
2014 Rank: 1

VW’s master plan to be the No. 1 carmaker by 2018 

meant hitting at least 10 million vehicle sales by 

then. Under Winterkorn’s leadership, VW reached 

that goal four years early. He has done it with great 

cars and seems poised to do the same with crossovers—VW’s 

Achilles' heel. Expect hurdles in the future: rising emissions 

standards, waning Chinese sales, and an underperforming 

U.S. market. None of those seems impossible to overcome, 

especially with his innate ability to put the right people in the 

right positions. He continues to move executives around for his 

eventual succession, but it remains to be seen how much power 

he'll relinquish. Outlook The new Golf, Motor Trend Car of the Year, 

is just the start of what VW can do with its ingenious MQB platform. VW 

might not own the No. 1 carmaker by volume title yet. But it will. 

Akio Toyoda
Toyota Motor Company

PRESIDENT AND CEO
2014 Rank: 2

While other carmakers strive to 

take the No. 1 spot for global 

sales, Toyoda has kept it year 

over year. Toyoda has staved 

off others with a good offense 

and a strong cadence of vehicle 

introductions. In 2014, Toyota 

said it was going to double down 

on its engines and focus more on 

turbocharging and direct injection, 

which should allow it to reclaim 

its fuel-sipping reputation, but Lexus 

remains a challenge as the luxury brand 

struggles with its identity. 

Outlook Toyota continues to move 

forward with vehicles consumers 

want. Americans eagerly await the 

new Prius due at the end of 2015. 

VW might not own the No. 1 carmaker by volume title yet. But it will.

4
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Learn more www.autosteel.org

When consumer preference matters, nothing is as sure as steel. 

Great designers and engineers create trucks and SUVs that move people. Drivers want vehicles that stir 

their passions. Steel gives you an edge. It delivers exactly what you need because it is strong, formable, 

lightweight and affordable.

But did you know steel is also preferred? When surveyed, consumers express a preference for steel over 

aluminum at a ratio of almost 4:1. So as you envision, then build, the next generation of great autos, 

choose steel because it’s proven, time-tested and better than ever.

Light. Strong. Sustainable. 
Steel is everything you need it to be.
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Longtime readers are no doubt aware we request 

a long-term test vehicle from the winners of our 

various of the Year competitions, but it’s never been 

a tradition for Best Driver’s Car. This is generally 

because BDC winners often are rare and expensive 

cars their manufacturers didn’t want to loan for a 

year, but Chevrolet was so excited to win this year 

that it happily agreed to loan us a Z/28 for the next  

12 months.

The Z/28, you’ll recall, is a stripped-down, track-

ready analog supercar. It relies on the old-school 

formula of big power, big tires, rear-wheel drive, 

manual transmission, mechanical limited-slip differ-

ential, and impeccable suspension tuning to make 

an otherwise good Camaro into one of the best-

driving cars you can buy. Sure, it’s got some fancy 

(and frankly, impressive) computer hardware in the 

Performance Traction Management system, but 

the true beauty of the Z/28 is that you don’t need it. 

Switch it all off and you still have an amazing driver’s 

car that’s just as fast and rewarding.

You might also recall it doesn’t come with many 

creature comforts, because they add weight. 

Though it’s been said your only options are a full 

six-speaker stereo and air-conditioning, you can 

buy a few other things such as a cargo organizer 

or some gaudy stripes. Given that we’ll be daily 

driving this car, we took the 50-pound weight 

penalty and ordered A/C and the stereo. You could 

make an argument for the Gurney-flap spoiler or 

auxiliary gauges, but they’re not absolute must-

haves. As such, our total bill shows only $1,150 in 

options for the air and tunes, plus $1,700 in gas-guz-

zler tax, which is humorously listed as an option. 

Grand total: $76,150.

There’s a pervasive rumor that suggests you can’t 

daily drive a Z/28. Having driven our (un-air-condi-

tioned) BDC winner 400 miles home from Mazda 

Raceway Laguna Seca, I disagree, and I’ve got 12 

months to find out how right or wrong I am. That is, 

when it’s not at the track … which it will be. A lot.

“So excited to  
finish break-in 

miles and hear this 
glorious LS7 at full 
song.” @MT_Evans

          EPA CITY/HWY/COMB FUEL ECON 
           13/19/15 MPG BASE PRICE $75,000 
PRICE AS TESTED $76,150

ARRIVAL 2015 Chevrolet Camaro Z/28 Scott Evans

98  MOTORTREND.COM / MARCH 2015



UPDATE 
INFINITI  Q50S

JAGUAR
F-TYPE  R COUPE

JEEP CHEROKEE 
TRAILHAWK

UPDATE 
KIA   K900 V8

KIA
SOUL

 LAND ROVER 
RANGE ROVER

UPDATE 
MAZDA3 S  

GRAND TOURING
HONDA ACCORD  

HYBRID TOURING

NISSAN ROGUE
UPDATE

NISSAN  
VERSA NOTE

 SUBARU 
WRX STI
UPDATE

 SUBARU
FORESTER XT

RAM 1500 
ECODIESEL

TESLA 
MODEL S

VOLKSWAGEN
PASSAT SPORT

UPDATE

VOLVO 
V60

RIDE ALONG FOR UPDATES ON OUR LONG -TERM FLEET 

J
E

S
S

IC
A

 W
A

L
K

E
R

P
A

U
L

 L
A

G
U

E
T

T
E

112.3”

192.3”

5
2.

4
”

76.9”
With nearly 17,000 miles showing on 

the 328d’s odometer, now is a good time 

to jump into the massive spreadsheet of 

observed fuel consumption we maintain for 

each long-term vehicle. Get your calculators 

and pocket protectors warmed up because 

this one’s going to be fun.

Looking at the 328d’s overall consump-

tion trends, it’s easy to see when it’s been 

driven in the city and when it’s been on the 

freeway. Slow stop-and-go driving obvi-

ously consumes more fuel, and in the  

case of the 328d, it seems to settle in the  

low 30-mpg range. Get on a long stretch  

of freeway, though, and consumption 

improves to north of 40 mpg. 

This difference is appreciable when 

you’re staring at the predictive range in the 

instrument cluster. Around town, the 328d 

tends to go just under 400 miles before 

most staffers fill it up. But on the freeway, 

range can exceed 600 miles. 

Covering that distance on one tank 

doesn’t happen often, but it’s quite 

impressive when it does. The 328d’s best 

recorded consumption was a whop-

ping 52.9 mpg over 617.2 miles. It hasn’t 

repeated that since. 

Overall, the 328d is consuming far 

less fuel than our gas-powered 2012 

BMW 328i long-termer, which weighed 

nearly 500 pounds less. Even better, 

we’re paying less in the process, as diesel 

is less expensive in California than the 

premium fuel that car required.

“While I love the 
328d, I can’t help 
but wonder about a 
rear-drive version. 
It’d be lighter, easier 
on fuel, and nimbler 
in parking lots.”  
@carloslago

2014 BMW 328d xDrive Carlos Lago
Service life / 8 mo/15,040 mi
Avg CO2 / 0.64 lb/mi
Energy cons / 97 kW-hrs/100mi
Unresolved problems / None
Maintenance cost / $0 (change oil, 
cabin-air filter, inspection)
Normal-wear cost / $0
Base price / $43,875 As tested / $59,200

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 
34.9 MPG comb.

The heated steering wheel button sits out of the 
way on the left side of the steering column.

Vehicle Layout Front-engine, RWD, 4-pass, 2-door coupe
Engine 7.0L/505-hp/481-lb-ft OHV 16-valve V-8
Transmission 6-speed manual Curb Weight (F/R Dist) 3,882 lb 
(53/47%) Lateral Acceleration 1.08 g (avg)
Energy Cons., City/Hwy 259/177 kW-hrs/100 miles

CO2 emissions 1.28 lb/mi 
MT figure eight 
23.6 sec @ 0.89 g (avg)

4.0 sec 12.3 sec 100 ft
0-60 mph Quarter mile 116.1 mph Braking distance, 60-0 mph

SPECS 2015 Chevrolet Camaro Z/28
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With 15,000 miles and a recent trip to Las 

Vegas for the annual SEMA show (what a 

glorious zoo of excess and enthusiasm!) in the 

rearview mirror, it’s a good time to revisit some of 

the Q50’s heavily marketed driver-assistance tech 

I introduced in Update 3. 

The Lane Departure Prevention with Active 

Lane Control has a nifty-if-necessary touch: It 

knows when I blip the stalk for the one-touch 

lane-change signal. So it allows an intentional 

lane change without bleeping, intervening, or 

turning the system off. Living without the warning 

sound was glorious after a week amid the excess 

of bloops, beeps, chinga-chingas, and VROOMs 

of SEMA in Sin City.

The farthest I’ve traveled with the Q50S essen-

tially driving itself is 7 miles. Online, other people 

report having gone much farther. We like driving 

at Motor Trend, so I’m a little less willing to give up 

the reins for longer.

The only time the system has been alarming 

is when faced with a freeway exit. The scenario: 

I’m in the far right lane and passing an exit. When 

that right line starts to veer away with the exit, the 

car starts to drift that way. What’s going on? The 

system uses both lines (and not just the left line 

as I’d previously thought) and attempts to center 

itself in what it sees as an ever-widening lane. I 

have to intervene each time to get back on the 

right course.

On slick city streets, the Q50S stands ready 

with the qualities of an all-weather fighter jet. 

Swift, reliable, high-tech. 

Less than a week into my stint chaperoning our 

2014 Nissan Rogue I realized something big: It 

was long overdue for its first service. In fact, it was 

about due for its second. We as a magazine are 

usually on top of these things, but with the Rogue 

bouncing from chaperone to chaperone like an 

orphaned child before landing with me, it slipped 

through the cracks.

Just 200 miles shy of what would’ve been its 

second 5,000-mile service, covering an oil and 

filter change, a tire rotation, and a “multi-point 

inspection,” I scheduled a service at our local 

dealer and rolled in just after 8 the next morning. 

I received a $29.95 quote for the service and 

headed into the waiting room. I wasn’t sitting long 

before my service adviser wandered in holding the 

Rouge’s air filter. It was filthy because the Rouge 

had been off-roading at some point. The Rogue 

wasn’t supposed to be due for a new engine air 

filter until 30,000 miles, but there was no way that 

dirt-clogged one was going back in.

Twenty minutes later my service adviser 

returned with the keys and bill: $59.23, all for 

parts, as labor was waived. (The dealership was 

having a promotion.) With the next service fast 

approaching, rest assured I won’t miss it.

“It may not be the 
sexiest vehicle in 

our fleet, but I’m enjoying 
my time in the Rogue 
immensely.” @C_Seabaugh

“Cleaning the 
sparkly optional 

wheels on the Q50S 
by flashlight: Because 
sometimes it’s just time 
to do it.” @cclonts

The offending engine air filter had to go.

2014 Infiniti Q50S Chris Clonts

Service life / 11 mo/14,510 mi
Avg CO2 /0.83 lb/mi
Energy cons / 144 kW-hrs/100mi
Unresolved problems / None
Maintenance cost / $135.62 (2-change oil, 
inspection)
Normal-wear cost / $0
Base price / $44,455 As tested / $53,020

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 23.4 MPG comb.

2014 Nissan Rogue Christian Seabaugh

Service life / 9 mo/17,036 mi
Avg CO2 / 0.84 lb/mi
Energy cons / 146 kW-hrs/100mi
Unresolved problems / None
Maintenance cost / $59.23 (oil change, tire 
rotation, inspection, engine air filter)
Normal-wear cost / $0
Base price / $30,280 As tested / $32,580

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 23.1 MPG comb.
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Despite its fade-into-the-background 

silver paint, the 2015 Kia K900 V-8 still attracts 

attention. Every few weeks, someone will ask me 

about the car and, yes, express surprise that it’s a 

Kia. Although I have minor issues with the K900 

V-8’s performance when matched against its 

more expensive competition, Kia did a great job 

with the exterior design.

Even after a few months living with the K900,  

the long LED light pipes in the headlights still 

impress me at night, even if similar design 

details can be found all over the new-car market. 

The light strips really work with the K900’s 

200.6-inch length, but I will never get used to the 

fake side vents. Those 19-inch chrome wheels 

look fantastic, though I probably would have 

matched them against the white paint, a color 

that better contrasts with our car’s black roof. 

 Parking the Kia K900 near a new Hyundai 

Equus recently presented a rare real-world 

opportunity for comparison. The mechanically 

related Hyundai uses its extra 2.5 inches of length 

well, with a rear quarter window making the most 

of that presence and a beautiful character line 

swooping up from the middle of the rear doors. 

Down to the cars’ multi-spoke wheels, I found the 

Hyundai to be just slightly more attractive, but 

since I can’t stand the Equus’ front grille, the win 

goes to the Kia.

The email finally arrived. “They’re all in!” it read. 

Brian, Subaru’s parts procurement man, made 

sure of it. His sourcing of STI’s optional aerody-

namic kit began five months ago. It seemed that 

every WRX and STI owner in the country wanted 

one as much as I did. It made perfect sense: The 

subtle bolt-ons added a tinge of raciness to the 

already flamboyant exterior. Relatively speaking, 

it’s not too overdone.

My pieces arrived on a Monday. By 8 a.m. 

Tuesday, I was at Subaru Glendale, ready to 

endure the few hours of installation. It was there, 

sitting in front of my service adviser Steve’s desk, 

that I remembered Suparu had racked up nearly 

12,000 miles (11, 974 to be exact). It was time for its 

second complimentary service. 

Truong, my technician, performed all the 

required maintenance: 5W-30 synthetic oil 

change, oil filter replacement, tire rotation, and 

27-point inspection. Then the tedious tasks began. 

He carefully affixed the front lip ($400), side sills 

($500), rear spats ($335), center diffuser ($500), 

and rear bumper applique ($70). The finished 

product appeared as though it came direct from 

STI’s garages in Mitaka City. The clock struck 

1:57 p.m. as I drove back into traffic that day, 

$2,555.06 poorer and grinning like a school kid. 

“The STI is a sucker 
for fresh air and 

green surroundings, 
especially with a new 
aerodynamic kit.”  
@nate_martinez

“Drive-through car 
washes are more 

fun with a multi-camera 
system and a panoramic 
sunroof.” @zachgale

Even though it’s a street-legal 
rally car, I’ve found it hard to 
keep this blue rocket dirty.

Who thinks chrome wheels on a silver car look good? 
I’d much prefer polished wheels over chrome, given 
our K900’s exterior color.

2015 Kia K900 V-8 Zach Gale

Service life / 6 mo/10,417 mi
Avg CO2 / 1.08 lb/mi
Energy cons / 187 kW-hrs/100mi
Unresolved problems / None
Maintenance cost / $0 (oil change, rotate 
tires, inspection)
Normal-wear cost / $0
Base price / $60,400 As tested / $66,400

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 18.0 MPG comb.

Subaru WRX STI Nate Martinez

Service life / 6 mo/12,867 mi
Avg CO2 / 0.93 lb/mi
Energy cons / 161 kW-hrs/100mi
Unresolved problems / None
Maintenance cost / $0 (oil change,  
inspection, rotate tires)
Normal-wear cost / $0
Base price / $38,190 As tested / $38,190

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 20.7 MPG comb.
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To Sport or not to Sport? Here at Motor Trend 

the answer is almost always yes—the more sport, 

the better. While the Passat Sport trim level comes 

with a bunch of attractive aesthetic extras (Sport 

badges, a snazzy black roof, deeper two-toned 

leather seats, imitation carbon-fiber trim, 10-spoke 

wheels, etc.), its mechanicals haven’t been sporti-

fied—no sport suspension, or stiffer anti-roll bars, 

or sportier gearing. So how sporty is it? The new 

1.8 turbo (it replaced the 2.5L five-cylinder) has 170 

horses kicking up 184 lb-ft of torque. It feels peppy 

enough in city driving. It’s a little buzzy, but the ride 

is refined and comfy, and the steering is Goldilocks 

responsive. When in Sport mode—and I always 

keep it Sport—it chooses the appropriate gear 

more quickly, as it tends to hunt a bit in the lower 

gears in regular mode. In MT testing it reached  

60 mph in 7.9 seconds and finished the quarter 

mile in 16.0 at 87.3 mph, appropriate for highway 

merging and commuting. While I wouldn’t say the 

Passat Sport is sporty, it is sport-ish, and it’s fun 

enough for most commuters.

The past few months have had me behind the 

wheel of lots of trucks and SUVs more often than 

in the Mazda3’s driver’s seat. Yet the car has not sat 

idle—it’s been in the diagnostic hands of the rest 

of the staff, several of whom came back to me with 

unsolicited and positive first impressions.  

Creative director Alan Muir is pleased and 

amused by the radio-tuning interface. The round 

digital graphic mimics an analog dial from days 

gone by, and coupled with the ’3’s big rotary multi-

knob, it makes quick work of dialing in his favorite 

FM broadcast. 

New photo hire Robin Trajano sounded off on 

how much he likes the shift paddles on the wheel, 

yet he still wishes this bigger-engined ’3 had a 

manual transmission. I brought to his attention 

that the 2015 Mazda3s can be had with the same 

six-speed manual that originally came only with 

the base 2.0L. His eyes lit up, and he logged on 

to mazdausa.com to spec out an S, noting that 

choosing a self-service (and self-serving) gearbox 

shaves $1,000 off the cost. It’s cool that by adding 

the manual to the more powerful engine, Mazda 

seems committed to offering the most entertaining 

car in this segment. If only Robin and I could swap 

this auto-box for that new manual.

“Thus far the regularly 
scheduled oil/filter 

change and tire rotation 
stops have averaged an 
agreeable $80.” 
@BrianNVance

“After driving other 
cars in the MT fleet 

and then getting back 
into the Passat, I’m still 
happy.” @Emiliana505

Above:  No amount of wishful staring will turn this into a 
manual gearbox. Below: “Commander control” operates this 
radio dial and makes short work of station tuning.

The cupholder liner is removable for easy cleaning. Smart.

No need to RTFM—most of the time 
this 32-page booklet has the answer.

2014 Volkswagen Passat Sport Emiliana Sandoval

Service life / 7 mo/ 8,048 mi
Avg CO2 / 0.67 lb/mi
Energy cons / 117 kW-hrs/100mi
Unresolved problems / None
Maintenance cost / $0
Normal-wear cost / $0
Base price / $28,495 As tested / $28,730

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 28.8 MPG comb.

2014 Mazda3 S Grand Touring Brian Vance

Service life / 9 mo/17,018 mi
Avg CO2 / 0.89 lb/mi
Energy cons / 154 kW-hrs/100mi
Unresolved problems / None
Maintenance cost / $158.83 (2-oil change, tire 
rotation, inspection)
Normal-wear cost / $0
Base price / $27,290 As tested / $30,285

REAL MPG FUEL ECON 21.9 MPG comb.
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· A Guillotine Cigar Cutter
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A perk of this job is driving a lot of new cars every 

year. With so many coming and going, it’s easy not 

to get too attached to any of them. There are a few, 

though, that I actually miss once they’re gone, and 

our long-term 2014 Cadillac CTS Vsport is one of 

those cars.

Our Red Obsession-painted CTS Vsport joined 

the fleet by virtue of winning our 2014 Car of the 

Year award. The award, of course, went to the 

entire CTS line, but although we loved all the CTS 

models, we’re car enthusiasts, and when given a 

choice of which to spend a year with, we went with 

the fastest. And we do mean fastest. Our Vsport’s 

only option is the red paint. This car is as light and 

performance-focused as it gets.

Reducing weight was a primary goal for Cadil-

lac’s engineers, and the payoff is in the car’s nimble, 

responsive chassis. It turns this leather-filled luxury 

sedan into a sports car at every twisting freeway 

on-ramp, adding a silver lining to even the worst 

commute. Its powerful, lag-free twin-turbo V-6 and 

intelligent eight-speed automatic make merging 

and overtaking an opportunity for a little fun, and 

that’s just in the city.

Get the Vsport out on a country road and dial 

up the computer’s performance modes, and the 

Vsport becomes a serious sports sedan. The 

steering weights up nicely, the chassis responds 

instantly and smoothly to your inputs, the brakes 

provide excellent feedback and don’t fade, the 

transmission’s always in the right gear, and the 

engine’s got all the power the car could need. 

There are plenty of luxury sedans you can drive fast, 

“Six months isn’t 
enough. I wish the 

Vsport had been mine 
for the whole year.”  
@MT_Evans

VERDICT 2014 Cadillac CTS Vsport Scott Evans
Service Life / 12 mo / 19,770 mi
Base Price / $59,995
Options / Red Obsession Tintcoat paint ($995) 
Price As Tested / $60,990 
Avg Econ/CO2 / 18.9 mpg / 1.03 lb/mi
Energy Cons / 148 kW-hr/100mi
Problem Areas / Rear differential carrier,  
TPMS sensor
Maintenance Cost / $0 (2-oil change, tire  
rotation, inspection)
Normal-Wear Cost / $0
3-Year Residual Value* / $26,226
Recalls / Windshield wiper system,  
transmission shift cable, front seat brackets, 
chassis electronic module

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB FUEL ECON 16/24/18 
REAL MPG FUEL ECON 19.9/27.4/22.7 MPG

 *Automotive Lease Guide

I never warmed to the look of the base analog instrument 
cluster, and CUE has a learning curve, but they’re each 
minor blemishes on an otherwise outstanding interior.
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2014 Cadillac CTS Vsport
POWERTRAIN/CHASSIS

DRIVETRAIN LAYOUT Front-engine, RWD

ENGINE TYPE Twin-turbo 60-deg V-6,  
alum block/heads

VALVETRAIN DOHC, 4 valves/cyl

DISPLACEMENT 217.5 cu in/3,564 cc

COMPRESSION RATIO 10.2:1

POWER (SAE NET) 420 hp @ 5,750 rpm*

TORQUE (SAE NET) 430 lb-f @ 3,500 rpm*

REDLINE 6,500 rpm

WEIGHT TO POWER 9.4 lb/hp

TRANSMISSION 8-speed automatic

AXLE/FINAL-DRIVE RATIO 2.85:1/1.97:1

SUSPENSION, FRONT; REAR Struts, coil springs, adj shocks, 
anti-roll bar; multilink, coil 
springs, adj shocks, anti-roll bar

STEERING RATIO 15.4:1

TURNS LOCK-TO-LOCK 2.5

BRAKES, F;R 13.6-in vented disc; 12.4-in 
vented disc, ABS

WHEELS, F;R 8.5 x 18-in; 9.5 x 18-in,  
cast aluminum

TIRES, F;R 245/40R18 93Y; 275/35R18 
95Y Pirelli P Zero Run Flat

DIMENSIONS

WHEELBASE 114.6 in

TRACK, F/R 61.4/61.7 in

LENGTH X WIDTH X HEIGHT 195.5 x 72.2 x 57.2 in

TURNING CIRCLE 36.7 f

CURB WEIGHT 3,938 lb

WEIGHT DIST., F/R 52/48%

SEATING CAPACITY 5

HEADROOM, F/R 39.2/37.5 in

LEGROOM, F/R 42.6/35.4 in

SHOULDER ROOM, F/R 56.9/54.8 in

CARGO VOLUME 13.7 cu f

TEST DATA

ACCELERATION TO MPH

0-30 1.7 sec

0-40 2.6

0-50 3.4

0-60 4.5

0-70 5.9

0-80 7.3

0-90 9.0

0-100 10.8

PASSING, 45-65 MPH 2.2

QUARTER MILE 13.0 sec @ 109.4 mph

BRAKING, 60-0 MPH 100 f

LATERAL ACCELERATION 0.96 g (avg)

MT FIGURE EIGHT 24.5 sec @ 0.78 g (avg)

TOP-GEAR REVS @ 60 MPH 1,500 rpm

CONSUMER INFO

BASE PRICE $59,995 

PRICE AS TESTED $60,990 

STABILITY/TRACTION 
CONTROL

Yes/yes

AIRBAGS Dual front, f/r side, f/r 
curtain, front knee

BASIC WARRANTY 4 yrs/50,000 miles

POWERTRAIN WARRANTY 6 yrs/70,000 miles

ROADSIDE ASSISTANCE 6 yrs/70,000 miles

FUEL CAPACITY 19.0 gal

EPA CITY/HWY/COMB ECON 16/24/18 mpg

ENERGY CONS., CITY/HWY 211/140 kW-hrs/100 miles

CO2 EMISSIONS, COMB 1.03 lb/mile

REAL MPG CITY/HWY/COMB 19.9/27.4/22.7 mpg

RECOMMENDED FUEL Unleaded premium

but few are this fun and rewarding.

Not speccing any options did have a drawback 

or two. The base analog instrument cluster is unin-

spired at best and unbefitting the car. One or two 

people also complained the standard seat doesn’t 

adjust enough to make them comfortable on long 

trips—nothing deal-breaking, but enough to make 

you think twice about not checking a few more 

boxes on the order form.

The only other common complaint was against 

Cadillac’s CUE information and entertainment 

system. Some people absolutely hate it, but if you 

can make it over the steep learning curve and 

understand how to operate it, it’s perfectly service-

able. Once you know how to touch it properly, it 

responds pretty well. Everyone hated BMW’s iDrive 

at first, but given enough development it became 

lauded. CUE can and should follow that path.

A complaint was also lodged against Cadillac’s 

safety seat, as some folks just don’t like the 

vibrating seat. Personally, I greatly prefer a slight 

vibration under my backside to loud, irritating 

beeps or a shaking steering wheel.

One thing we couldn’t complain much about 

was the car’s reliability. The Vsport made three trips 

to the dealer, and one of those was for a screw in 

the tire that could’ve been handled at any tire shop 

had the dealer not been conveniently located. It set 

us back $29.95. The first stop was for a routine oil 

change at 7,000 miles that was covered by Cadil-

lac’s limited free maintenance program. Its final 

trip, at 13,000 miles, was spurred both by the need 

for another oil change and by a warning message. 

Our car was struck by a small casting defect in 

the rear differential that allowed the high-pressure 

fluid reservoir to slowly leak down. The defect 

afflicted fewer than 100 CTS Vsport prototypes 

and engineering development cars, all of which 

are owned by GM (including ours). Although the 

problem didn’t affect the drivability of the car in 

any way, Cadillac replaced the differential free of 

charge. During that trip to the dealer, the only real 

malfunction we ever had from the car—a bad tire 

pressure sensor—was also addressed.

During the Vsport’s stay, GM’s massive ignition 

switch recall struck. It didn’t affect our car, but the 

scandal spurred GM and other automakers to 

issue recalls for every last potential problem they 

could think of. In our case, this included a recall for 

the windshield wiper control module and one for 

the automatic transmission shift cable. Both were 

replaced for free. Just before the car was slated 

to be returned, another recall was issued for the 

chassis control module.

As the recalls and repairs happened to coincide 

with oil changes, the CTS didn’t make any unsched-

uled trips to the dealer. Thanks to the warranty and 

Cadillac’s limited free maintenance plan, our total 

out-of-pocket cost was just $29.95 for the tire patch.

We can’t complain about the Vsport’s fuel effi-

ciency, either. Although the EPA rates it at 16/24/18 

mpg city/highway/combined, our Real MPG testing 

showed considerably better results of 19.9/27.4/22.7 

mpg city/highway/combined. Under our editors’ 

lead feet, we recorded an average of 18.9 mpg at 

the pump, still beating the EPA’s combined number.

A year later, the CTS Vsport continues to be 

everything we wanted it to be. It’s a quiet, comfort-

able, and refined luxury sedan that seamlessly 

morphs into a powerful, precise cornering machine 

at the drop of a hat. It’s immensely fun to drive at all 

times yet never feels crude or punishing, and it’s 

one of the few press cars I’ll truly miss. n
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Leatherette

MANCE! GET MASSIVE HORSEPOWER & TORQUE GAINS!

Attack the asphalt with the massive 
increases in horsepower and torque 
you get by tricking out your ride with 
a supercharger. These bad boys force-
feed your engine with a flerce blast of 
fuel and air. This gives you a perfor-
mance boost that outguns any other 
performance accessory on the market. 
Plus, these kits don’t leave you jetting 
between the garage and the parts store: 
every kit comes fully stocked with every-
thing you need. Plus, they ship for free!

SUPERCHARGER KITS

TIMAX SLOTTED ROTORS ..From 
$14590/PR.

ORT ROTORS ...........................From 
$7919/PR.

EEN STUFF PADS ..................From 
$4636/PR.

D STUFF PADS .......................From 
$5600/PR.

PREMIUM PERFORMANCE PAIRING!

Call Our Experts 888.686.5787
© 2013.  AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, Inc.  All other marks are the property of their respective owners.  Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors.

1,000s of Parts for Performance, Protection & Style
LARGEST ONLINE SELECTION

PLUG-IN MORE POWER OR MPG IN

Ever feel like your engine can do
more? Your vehicle is stronger,
faster and flercer than you might 
imagine, and a programmer is
the key to opening the �ood-
gates for full-throttle power. Tap
into secret horsepower, torque
and MPG via your OBDII port in
less than 10 minutes.

PROGRAMMERS & CHIPS

$ 229 00
FROM

AIRAID® COLD AIR INTAKES

THE STAMPED
2015 MUSTANG 5.0L &

$ 2,145 50
FROM KIT

ULTIMATE STOPPING POWER!

Light-footed highway commuters pull to the 
side—this kit’s designed for hard-braking, 
high-temperature, competitive driving. StopTech 
combines all the braking accessories you need to 
take the checkers and stop on a dime with nine 
pennies to spare. Available with drilled, slotted or 
drilled and slotted rotors.

STOPTECH SPORT BRAKE KITS

“Awesome!!”

$ 243 99
FROM KIT Premium stopping power with less dust for your im-

port, sport compact, muscle car, truck or SUV, from 
the name that serious drivers trust _ EBC Brakes. Call 
or visit us online for our complete selection.

EBC BRAKE ROTORS & PADS

"The performance of the kit is
far superior to the stock set up..."
- Andrew C. (Rockville Centre, NY)

The 2015 Mustang is all-new and better than ever, so AIRAID pulled out all the 
stops to develop the best Cold Air Intake systems for the all-new platform. Build
ing on AIRAID’s extremely popular Cold Air Intakes for late-model Mustangs, 
AIRAID’s new MXP-Series Intakes for the 2015 5.0L GT and the 2.3L EcoBoost 
deliver what performance enthusiasts demand: easy bolt-on performance gains 
and great looks in one complete package. 

Sealed cold 

"This intake makes my Mustang sound & 
drive like a beast whenever I hit the gas. 
I've had it installed for two weeks now and 
still get a smile that creeps over my face 
every time I put down the pedal." 
- Steve O. (Sterling Heights, MI)

If you live for the corners, theEibach 
Pro-Plus Suspension Kit delivers. In-
cludes the legendary PRO-KIT springs 
along with matching ANTI-ROLL-KIT 
sway bars. The Eibach PRO-KIT lowers 
your car’s center of gravity, reducing 
squat during acceleration, body roll 
in corners and excessive nose-dive 
under braking. Save big over buying 
components separately.

EIBACH PRO-PLUS

SUSPENSION KIT

Not legal for sale or use on pollution-controlled vehicles in the State of California or states that use the CARB emissions standard.
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GEAR UP FOR SPRING! VISIT US ONLINE FOR OUR COMPLETE SELECTION OF SPRING DRIVING ACCESSORIES.

Adding a cargo carrier is like adding a second story on your When the trails call your name, will you be ready? Deck out Create more space when you equip your roof with the 

BIKE RACKS From 
$4680 FREE Shipping CARGO CARRIERS From 

$34995 FREE ShippingROOF RACKS From 
$16977 FREE Shipping

Invite your four legged friend to travel in style with 

PET TRAVEL From 
$1995 FREE Shipping

1

or Visit AutoAnything.com
1. Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments excluded.  2.  Find it for less and we’ll refund the diference up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions apply.  See website for complete details and restrictions.

Up-front low prices with 1-year protection.
LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE

2

home. You get more space, comfort and convenience.your auto with quality bike racks for less from AutoAnything. basics. Attach bike & ski racks, cargo carriers and more!our huge selection of pet travel accessories.

The secret of the K&N fllter is its fllter medium. Four to six sheets of pleated and oiled cotton-gauze 
are layered between two sheets of aluminum wire mesh. This proven design stops dirt, dust and 
other harmful particles like no other fllter, all while clean, power-enhancing air �ows freely to your 
engine. Just give it a simple cleaning every 50,000 miles, depending on driving conditions, and 
your K&N fllter will last for the life of your vehicle. Backed by the K&N Million-Mile Warranty.

Whether you drive a muscle car, ofi-road or diesel truck/SUV, MagnaFlow has DYNO-
PROVEN exhaust systems that are rugged enough to survive grueling Baja racing. 
Each system is designed to bolt right on and provide years of trouble-free performance. 
Provides a smooth, deep tone that is suitable for grocery-getting SUV's with
casual tow duties to full-blown modded drag racing cars and pickups.

MAGNAFLOW PERFORMANCE EXHAUST SYSTEMS

COLD AIR INTAKES

†Estimated horsepower and torque gains based on speci�c or similar vehicle dynamometer tests. Results will vary. For more information, look up vehicle and/or testing protocols at kn�lters.com.
*57 Series Intakes are 50-State Legal. Intake systems beginning with 63/69/77/RK are street legal in most states. Some of these parts are not legal for use on certain vehicles in California, or other 

states adopting CA emission standards. Visit kn�lters.com for CARB status on each part for a speci�c vehicle. 

Unlock your engine’s hidden horsepower with K&N Cold Air Intakes. From street machines to 
work trucks, K&N lets your vehicle breathe easy for high-performance driving excitement. Each 
kit is custom crafted from top-quality materials and capped ofi with the legendary, washable 
and reusable Filtercharger cotton-gauze air fllter. You get massive gains in throttle response, 
horsepower and pulling torque. Backed by the K&N Million Mile Warranty.
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PROTECT YOUR INTERIOR WITH ALL-WEATHER MATS & LINERS!  DOZENS OF STYLES & COLORS ONLINE.

Call Our Experts 888.686.5787
© 2013.  AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, Inc.  All other marks are the property of their respective owners.  Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors.

1,000s of Parts for Performance, Protection & Style
LARGEST ONLINE SELECTION

Lloyd Mats Ultimat Custom Carpet Mats offer total customization, 
superior protection and unmatched style. Crafted from durable 32oz 
nylon and available with custom embroidery.  2-year warranty.

LLOYD MATS ULTIMAT CARPET FLOOR MATS

TM

$ 86 90
FROM PR.

UPGRADE YOUR FLOORING WITH CUSTOM CARPET!  CUSTOM EMBROIDERY AVAILABLE.

Lloyd Mats RubberTite Mats sport an edge-to-edge pattern of circular cups 
that contain everything from toppled drinks to gritty soil. Outfitted with 
carpet-grabbing nibs to keep your mats in place. Available in 13 colors.

LLOYD MATS RUBBERTITE RUBBER FLOOR MATS

Husky Liners WeatherBeater Floor Liners form an impenetrable barrier 
to protect your carpet  from mud, muck and spills. Front, rear and cargo 
liners are available in black, tan or grey. Lifetime Warranty.

HUSKY LINERS WEATHERBEATER FLOOR LINERS

FLEXOMATS car floor mats completely cover and protect every inch of 
your floor. Plus, the heavy-duty square-rubber tread is designed to deliver 
unbeatable traction while locking in mud and grime. Lifetime Warranty.

FLEXOMATS FLOOR MATS

TM

$ 96 99
ONLY PR.

$ 44 96
FROM PR.

$ 56 90
FROM PR.

Lloyd Mats Luxe Carpet Floor Mats are crafted from luxurious and tough 
48oz nylon. Cut for a completely custom fit in an array of colors, with your 
choice of officially licensed logos. Lifetime Warranty.

LLOYD MATS LUXE CARPET FLOOR MATS

$ 144 00
FROM PR.

Line your floors with these super-affordable, top-shelf floor mats. 
Custom made-to-measure from high-quality 40oz nylon for a smooth, 
velvety feel. 5-year warranty.

LLOYD MATS VELOURTEX CARPET FLOOR MATS

$ 69 90
FROM PR.

...Plus Many More Online.

TM

TM
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EASILY HAUL BIKES &

BALL

Leatherette Neoprene Whether you demand enhanced style for your interior or serious protection from sunbaked cracks, crumbles 
and fading, a dashboard cover delivers both—the plush look you want, the sun-stopping shield you need.  

LAY DOWN INTERIOR STYLE & PROTECTION!

CUSTOM DASH COVERS

ENJOY FRESH AIR EVEN ON RAINY DAYS!

Crack your windows for some fresh air while deflecting the drips, drops and deafening drafts seeking to 
soak your interior. A quick and easy no-drill installation makes for a perfectly snug and secure fit. 

Say Goodbye to Stale 

Air & Wind Noise!

CUSTOM WINDOW DEFLECTORS

$ 39 99
FROM

$ 3499
FROM

$ 90 50
FROM

CALTREND DURA-PLUS CANVAS SEAT COVERS LEATHERCRAFT LEATHER SEAT COVERS

ADD A NEW CUSTOM LOOK TO THOSE WORN OUT SEATS!  HUNDREDS OF COLORS & FABRICS ONLINE.

COVERKING NEOSUPREME SEAT COVERS COVERKING CAMO SEAT COVERS

$ 169 99
FROM ROW

$ 199 99
FROM ROW

$ 374 95
FROM SET

$ 199 99
FROM ROW

CUSTOM OUTDOOR CAR COVERS

PRESERVE THAT
SHOWROOM SHINE!

Bird droppings, harsh sun rays, dirt, sap and 
snow all wreak havoc on your paintjob. And, 
without the proper protection, your vehicle 
is left defenseless to the fading, scratching, 
dents and dings caused by these exterior  
enemies. For the ultimate in body, glass 
and paint protection, shield your prized ride 
with a custom car cover that’s precision cut 
for a perfect fit.

100'S OF STYLE & COLORS

AVAILABLE ONLINE!

FREE SHIPPING
1

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE _ NO HIDDEN FEES

or Visit AutoAnything.com
1. Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments excluded.  2.  Find it for less and we’ll refund the diference up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions apply.  See website for complete details and restrictions.

Up-front low prices with 1-year protection.
LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE

2

HITCHES
Receiver tubes come in 1 1/4" or 2"
sizes depending on your vehicle. 

Sick of chauffeuring bikes around in your vehicle? Not only do they take 
up premium cabin space, but those expensive components are easily 
damaged going in and out of your ride.  Add a CURT Receiver Hitch, 
and transport bikes the right way with a hitch-mounted rack. Great 
for towing, too!
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this Valentine’s Day!

It’s a gift you’ll 

BOTH love!

 S
h
o
w

n
: 
R

u
b

y 
V
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o
u
n
g
e
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e
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1.800.GIVE.PJS
PajamaGram.com

FREE gift packaging!

Tell her you’re WILD about her!
Not in her wildest  

dreams would she  

expect a gift like this. 

But then, you’re not the 

average guy. With  

a sweet tux and a  

bouquet of roses, 

you’ve got the perfect 

gift to drive her wild!

www.ashtondrake.com/wild 1.800.346.2460
©ADG 03-02145-001-MT

RACE TO
THEFINISH

presents

FEATURING ARRIVE & DRIVE.  ADULTS AND JUNIORS 48” AND UP.  
GREAT FAMILY FUN.  PROFESSIONALLY DESIGNED TRACKS.  SPACIOUS LOBBIES.  AUTHENTIC RACING

MEMORABILIA.  MEETING ROOMS.  CORPORATE EVENTS.  CATERED PARTIES.

AZ - PHOENIX, CA - CARLSBAD . IRVINE . ANAHEIM . TORRANCE . ONTARIO . SANTA CLARA . SAN FRANCISCO . SACRAMENTO . SAN DIEGO CO - DENVER
FL - FT. LAUDERDALE, MIAMI, GA - ATLANTA, HI - KAPOLEI, IL - BUFFALO GROVE . ADDISON, IN - INDIANAPOLIS, TX - AUSTIN . HOUSTON . SAN ANTONIO

DALLAS, WA - SEATTLE  (888) K1-KARTS   |   K1SPEED.com                            .

[  AN INDOOR KARTING PRODUCTION  ]

Looking for a personalized gift for almost any occasion?

• Upload your own photos
• Design great personalized covers
• Order prints to share or give as gifts

Create your own magazine cover and be a star.

www.myowncover.com
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3
M
P

+
MANY 
MORE

TACTICAL  
��+-**#�1RMP?EC

����"SP?@JC

COLLEGIATE  
��$GLB�7MSP�1AFMMJ

������,CMQSNPCKC

LICENSED CAMO
 GEECQR� P?LBQ

4GTGB�!MJMP

NEOSUPREME
��"SP?@GJGRW���!MKDMPR

����2FGAI�!SQFGMLCB�0GBC

$287 OLT

$174

$299 OLT

$249 OLT

$212 OLT

CUSTOM VEHICLE COVERS  $CUCQR�QC?KQ�BCQGEL��

BMS@JC�QRGRAFCB�QC?KQ��KGPPMP�?LB�?LRCLL?�NMAICRQ�+?LW�AMJMPQ��

D?@PGAQ�RM�AFMMQC�DPMK�GLAJSBGLE�2PGES?PB��QR?PRGLE�?R�HSQR�������������

1 WWW.COVERKING.COM��+��.+�.12 FREE SHIPPING!

SHOP COVERKING.COM
FOR ALL FABRICS
& COLOR OPTIONS

C

Visit OilVanish.com

Got Stains?

Not Now!

S Quickly 
dissolves 
oil stains 
from 
driveways, 
garage

   and parking 
areas.

S Penetrates 
deep to lift the toughest 
stains - new or old. 

S Easy-to-Use: Apply, Scrub 
and Rinse.

Available at:

BMW & MINI parts

Parts, accessories & knowledge since 1974

800.535.2002 | BavAuto.com

■ Free shipping over $150 (most orders)

■ Free DIY video guides

■ Free color catalogs 

• Low Prices
• Limited Lifetime Guarantee
• We’ll buy your old damaged wheels!

newwheel.com   800-486-0931

The #1 online source for remanufactured
OEM aluminum wheels.

We have OVER 30,000 OEM WHEELS IN STOCK
and are ready to ship from 8 locations nationwide!



motortrendcertified.com/enlightened

MOTOR TREND® is a registered trademark of SOURCE INTERLINK, LLC. ©2014. All Rights Reserved.  

©2014 Automobile Protection Corporation - APCO. EasyCare® is a registered trademark of APCO. 

A better way to buy a better car.SM

Get Enlightened.
Be Informed.

Certified.
Buy
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CAN YOU HAVE PERMANENT OR 
ENLARGEMENT FOR A LIFETIME RESULTS?

SEND ORDER FORM AND PAYMENT TO:

AVID PRO MEDICAL dept. 53MAA
Box 19010  Encino, CA 91416

  Check      Money Order       Cash   

_______________________________________________
CREDIT CARD NO.     Visa      MasterCard      Amex     Discover

_________________ ___________________________
EXPIRES: Month/Year CVS CODE 3-digit Security Code found on
 back of card or 4-digits on front of Amex

_________________________________________________________
NAME (print) (I am over 18 and agree to the terms of avidpromedical.com)

_________________________________________________________
ADDRESS

_________________________________________________________
CITY/STATE/ZIP

_____________________________     __________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS (optional) PHONE NUMBER (optional)

Dr. Bross advises erection size can be 3 inches bigger and can have 
enlargement for a lifetime when you continue to take PRO+PLUS PILLS.
Size can be bigger in less than 40 days.
Special 360 days prices. Choose Original, Advanced or Ultimate.

www.proplusmedical.com    www.avidpromedical.com

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID
Use with any Pro+Plus Pills works in just a few days. 
FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS

TOTAL PURCHASE:  $________
CA Residents add 9% sales tax:  $________

Shipping, Rush Service and Insurance $20.00 VALUE ONLY  $       14.95
TOTAL ENCLOSED OR CHARGED:  $________

Orders discreetly shipped with UPS or Priority Mail.                  Foreign Orders – Add $25.00 S&H.

CALL TOLL FREE ANYTIME

1-800-378-4689
1-818-342-2028 9 am-5 pm PST (M-F)

60 Days Supply   $45   $50   $60   $80 $_______
120 Days Supply   $80   $90   $110   $140 $_______
240 Days Supply   $110   $130   $160   $200 $_______
360 Days Supply   $150   $170   $210   $240 $_______

Original Advanced Ultimate

Quantity

V78E

For the men with 
a size less than 
average.

For men who are 
now 6 inches or 
more.

Testosterone
Booster

For men with any size penis. 
Does Not Contain Yohimbe 
And L-Arginine.

MYTMAX

PRO+PLUS XTREME
For Immediate Erections. Effective Up To 12 Hours.
FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS FORMULA

MONEY BACK
GUARANTEE

PRO+PLUS MYTMAX TESTOSTERONE BOOSTER
Increases Sex Drive and Performance.

SEXCITER LIQUID Excites women.

PERFORM ULTRA CREAM Erection Cream

ATTRACT-A-MATE 
Human pheromone makes women desire you.

PRO+PLUS XTREME FREE BOTTLE WITH ANY PRO+PLUS FORMULA 

_____ 1 Bottle (8 Capsules) $14.95        FREE   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______

_____ 1 Bottle 48 Capsules $48.75 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  $______

PRO+PLUS LQ ACCELERATOR LIQUID FREE WITH ANY 360 DAYS SUPPLY OF PRO+PLUS PILLS
_____ 1 Bottle  $25.00 each                   FREE   . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .$______
Super Formulas   Select ONE FREE With Any Pro+Plus Pills Order. 

 Three Free With Any 360 Days Supply Of Pro+Plus Pills

_____  Sexciter Liquid to Excite Women   $25.00 each  FREE    $_______
_____  Attract-A-Mate to Attract Women  $25.00 each  FREE    $_______
_____  Perform Enhancement Cream      $25.00 each  FREE    $_______

Phone & Internet Orders specify 

products and dept. code (shown left, 

next to company name).

COPYRIGHT ©1996 PRO+PLUS is a trade name of Avid Pro Medical. Individual results may vary. 
These statements have not been evaluated by the FDA.  This product is not intended to diagnose, 
treat, cure or prevent any disease.

SUPER FORMULAS SPECIAL OFFER

Only $25.00 Each Or Select ONE FREE With Any Pro+Plus 

Pills Order. Select Any THREE FREE With a 360 Days Supply 

of PRO+PLUS PILLS.

What a difference 3” makes.
Reach Your Maximum Potential

The Leader in Performance Drilled & Slotted Rotors!

BRAKEWORLD.COM

WHOLESALE
PRICES!!

s�"%34�02)#%3
s�,!2'%34�3%,%#4)/.
s�'5!2!.4%%$�&)4-%.4
s�-/34�+./7,%$'%!",%�2%03

Toll Free: 866-272-5396
Shop on l ine 24/7 @ www.brakewor ld .com

Brake pads & rotors for all: Cars, Trucks, and SUVÕs

5LTRA�(IGH�1UALITY�2OTORS�BY� Brembo, Disc Italia, Xbrakes
s�#OOLER�"RAKES�s�,ONGER�2OTOR�,IFE�s�-ASSIVE�3TOPPING�0OWER

0ERFORMANCE�0ADS��!DVANCED�+EVLAR���#ERAMIC�0ADS
s�3UPER�1UIET���#LEAN�s�3HORTER�3TOPPING�$ISTANCE�
s�,ONGER�0AD�,IFE�s�./�",!#+�$534

3TAINLESS�3TEEL�"RAKE�,INES

Ride on the wild side.

liberator.com

CALL US TOLL-FREE!

888.872.6855

Visit us at

www.empirecovers.com

CARPORTS, RV COVERS, 
MOTORCYCLE COVERS & MORE

BOATS & PONTOONS:
Starting at $67.99

CARS, TRUCKS & SUVS:
Starting at $44.79

O
VER

1 M
ILLION

S
OLD!

ENTIRE PURCHASE
ENTER COUPON CODE MTD09

40 %
OFF



Angus MacKenzie

TheBig Picture

Dead End
company’s regular lineup, sold fewer than 1,000 

vehicles in Europe in 2004. In 2014 it sold more 

than 350,000.

But the other signifcant market shif is the 

move toward premium brands. While Chevy 

and Ford sales have slumped over the past 

decade, Mercedes-Benz, BMW, and Audi have 

all experienced growth. All three have expanded 

their lineups into segments once dominated by 

mainstream brands, and they’re stealing sales 

in the process—for example, more than 70 

percent of U.S. buyers of the new Audi A3 sedan 

and the Mercedes-Benz CLA sedan have never 

owned a premium brand vehicle before.

While premium brands currently account 

for 10 to 12 percent of global sales, they deliver 

50 percent of the global industry’s profts. 

Those numbers are why GM is spending big 

on Cadillac, why Toyota scion Akio Toyoda is 

taking a personal interest in Lexus, why Carlos 

Ghosn is racing to reinvent Infniti, why Chinese 

automaker Geely bought Volvo, and why Fiat 

Chrysler Automobiles boss Sergio Marchionne 

wants to expand the Maserati and Alfa Romeo 

lineups as fast as possible. 

And it’s why Alan Mulally’s “One Ford” 

strategy is now beginning to look like a major 

strategic blunder. The middle of the road has 

nowhere to go. n

THE MIDDLE OF THE ROAD HAS NOWHERE TO GO

While premium brands currently 
account for 10 to 12 percent of global 
sales, they deliver 50 percent of the 

global industry’s profts.

They used to be called the Big 

Three because, well, they were 

the three biggest auto companies 

in the world. Sleek, gleaming, 

confdent, General Motors, Ford, and Chrysler 

swaggered through a good portion of the 20th 

century enjoying sales dominance in major auto 

markets around the world. The Big Three: It had 

been the natural order of things since the 1920s.

Fast-forward to 2013. GM fnishes the global 

sales race in the second spot behind Toyota, 

and just squeaks ahead of Volkswagen AG, 

companies whose home countries were 

smoking ruins in 1945. Ford is in ffh place, 

its global sales tally behind that of Hyundai, a 

company it helped get into the auto business 

in 1968 by licensing it the rights to build the 

Cortina sedan. And Chrysler is now part of an 

Italian-American combine called Fiat Chrysler 

Automobiles, headquartered in London, that 

is only the world’s seventh-largest automaker, 

sandwiched tightly between Nissan and Honda.

The world changed.

The meteoric rise of the Japanese and Korean 

automakers to global competitiveness is part 

of the story. So, too, is the explosive growth of 

markets such as China and India and Brazil and 

Russia, from which tens of millions of new car 

buyers have emerged in the past two decades. 

But there’s something else: Market segments that 

Chevy, Ford, and Dodge used to own, that used 

to be the engine room of the Big Three’s pros-

perity, are increasingly being run of the road.

The Chevy, Ford, and Dodge (including Ram 

truck) brands are all selling between 14- and 

26-percent fewer vehicles today in the United 

States than they did 10 years ago. It’s worse 

in Europe, where Ford and GM brand vehicle 

sales are 27- and 43-percent down, respectively, 

on where they were a decade ago, while Fiat 

(efectively the Dodge brand’s proxy over there) 

is down 32 percent. True, the European market 

is sof at the moment as the Eurozone once 

again threatens to stumble into recession, and 

car buyers stay away from showrooms, but the 

gasping canary in the coal mine over there is 

real. French automakers PSA and Renault, both 

of which also rely on middle-of-the-road brands, 

have also sufered signifcant drops in sales over 

the past decade. Only Volkswagen appears to 

have bucked the trend.

The winners? Companies ofering products 

that are competitive with traditional mainstream 

brands at lower prices, for one. Hyundai sales 

have increased 73 percent in the U.S. and 40 

percent in Europe over the past decade. Kia 

sales have more than doubled in both markets 

over the same period. Dacia, a Communist-era 

Romanian brand acquired by Renault and 

reinvented as a lower-price alternative to the 
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15 minutes could save you 15% or more on motorcycle insurance.

geico.com  |  1-800-442-9253  |  local offi ce

Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. GEICO is a registered service mark of 

Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. GEICO Gecko Image © 1999-2014. © 2014 GEICO

SAVE TODAY. OPEN ROAD TOMORROW.



Options shown. 1. Qi wireless charging may not be compatible with all mobile phones, MP3/WMA players and like models. ©2014 Lexus.

Any SUV can tackle your to-do list. But with its 

bold styling, 2.0-liter turbocharged engine, 

available Remote Touchpad and Qi1 wireless 

device-charging tray, the NX also completes 

your wish list. Introducing the first-ever Lexus 

NX Turbo, NX Turbo F SPORT and NX Hybrid. 

Once you go beyond utility, there’s no going back.

GO

BEYOND 

UTILITY

THE FIRST-EVER  

 LEXUS NX TURBO

lexus.com/NX  I  #LexusNX


