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Wahoo look the same around 

the world, whether off Louisiana 

or distant Ascension Island, 

where photographer Daniel 

Goez managed this shot.
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T
he politics of  fisheries 

management is, argu-

ably, not so different from 

the politics of the U.S. 

Constitution or any reli-

gious bible in one regard: 

How one interprets a given 

passage or phrase can 

vary and often does depending upon an already 

 established point of view.

Case in point recently: the announcement by 

NOAA Fisheries with new guidelines — called 

National Standard 1 — for the act that governs 

the nation’s fisheries laws that will provide 

fishery managers with a more flexible approach to 

protecting fish stocks.

“Wonderful!” exclaimed those who are part of 

the recreational-fishing community.

“Dreadful!” exclaimed many with environ-

mental nongovernmental organizations.

The revision to the nation’s fisheries law —

the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and 

Management Act — is the first such change. It’s 

variously a risky mistake or long overdue, again 

depending on one’s perspective.

No matter your perspective, it’s tough to deny 

the effectiveness of years of hard work, much of 

it behind the scenes, by groups such as the Center 

for Coastal Conservation and the Recreational 

Fishing Alliance. Those efforts have helped put 

the burgeoning sport and economics of marine 

recreational fishing on the radar of federal 

lawmakers. One result: the NS1 announcement 

this past October by the Obama administration, 

a clear nod to the concerns expressed by anglers’ 

groups, and to what’s become known as the Morris-

Deal Commission Report. It’s a decision for which 

NOAA has been widely lauded.

These revised guidelines offer fishery managers 

what anglers have been asking for, for years — 

not to allow us sport fishermen to overfish the 

resource, but rather to exercise some flexibility in 

laws where that’s possible and warranted so recre-

ational fisheries aren’t unnecessarily shut down. 

We can offer up the fiasco of Gulf of Mexico red 

snapper laws as a poster child illustrating the need 

for this sort of flexibility.

So as an angler, I should come down on the side 

of those who say “Wonderful!” And I do, mostly.

FLEXIBILITY 
RECONSIDERED

OK, there’s a small caveat. (Isn’t there always?) 

At least there’s one in my mind. Old-timers like 

me can remember a time when such “flexibility” 

was widely perceived by enviros and many on the 

recreational-fishing side (including yours truly) 

with some skepticism.

In the 1990s, the primary call for flexibility was 

coming from large commercial interests. Many 

interpreted that call as: “Bend the rules to let us 

keep fishing no matter the result.” And that’s exactly 

what some of the fishery-management councils 

did. As an example, despite continued warnings 

of a potential catastrophe from overfishing cod 

in the Northeast, that council — dominated by 

commercial- fishing interests — kept lowering the 

bar and allowing far more harvest than federal 

scientists said populations could stand. The stock 

crashed and still has not recovered.

Such greed and disregard for science, in fact, 

helped lead to a toughening of the Magnuson Act 

in subsequent reauthorizations. In short: no more 

flexibility. A result, say green groups, are the great 

success stories in stock recoveries around our 

coasts (with 40 stocks declared rebuilt since 2000).

Such groups say don’t fix what ain’t broke, 

decrying NS1’s flexibility for going (back) down a 

very risky road.

I hear them. But I don’t agree (and note that 

changes in these new guidelines are in fact modest). 

Provisions are built into the Magnuson Act and 

new NS1 guidelines that NOAA says will continue 

to prevent overfishing. What I hope will happen 

is that bizarro management binding managers’ 

hands and leading to disasters as with Gulf red 

snapper will become a thing of the past.

So I’ll go along with those shouting “Wonderful!” 

for guidelines providing flexibility — as we 

watch how federal fish managers interpret their 

newfound latitude.

E D I T O R I A L
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BY DOUG OLANDER

THE NS1 

ANNOUNCEMENT 

BY THE OBAMA 

ADMINISTRATION 

WAS A CLEAR 

NOD TO THE 

CONCERNS 

EXPRESSED 

BY ANGLERS’ 

GROUPS.
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THE BIG ONE: A bird’s 

nest this snarled requires 

snipping and respooling. 

Avoid putting a reel 

out of commission with 

these tips to prevent 

backlashes when casting.

TIPS TO PREVENT NASTY BACKLASHES WHEN 

CASTING WITH CONVENTIONAL GEAR

DON’T FEAR THE OVERRUN

WHETHER CASTING A JIG or live bait, West Coast anglers are some of the best off shore conventional casters 

I’ve ever seen. Experienced slingers out of San Diego, Dana Point, Long Beach and other popular ports launch 

surface iron with a star-drag reel 100-plus yards to blitzing yellowtail. Possibly even more impressive, they cast 

delicate live baits (as small as 4 inches long) away from a drifting or anchored boat using conventional gear fi lled 

with braided line of 65-pound-test or heavier.

Because of the nature of headboat fi shing off  the SoCal coast, anglers have mastered distance casting to 
catch tunas, yellowtail, wahoo and dorado. And because fi shing is often shoulder to shoulder along a rail, 
anglers require lightweight conventional gear with high drag pressures to prevent losing fi sh to friendly-fi re 
tangles, the boat’s hull or sharp teeth.

BY SAM HUDSON  /  
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to use an old soft-plastic swimbait on 

a hook. “It replicates a live bait closely 

in size and weight,” explains Carson, 

“much better than a clothespin used 

by old-timers to practice. Always prac-

tice with a wet line to replicate actual  

fishing conditions.”

MONO IS  

MORE FORGIVING

When drifting, monofilament’s ability  

to float during long soak periods 

helps live-bait anglers track their 

baits and prevent tangles, says Capt. 

Ernie Prieto, owner of Chubasco 

Sportfishing in San Diego.

Many surface iron casters still use 

mono too. “You won’t lose casting dis-

tance by using mono,” says Prieto. “In 

fact, I specifically put 100 yards of mono 

on top of my braid for casting iron.”

Carson utilizes a top shot of 100 yards 

of mono also. “Whatever distance you 

regularly cast your iron, there should 

be enough mono to handle a long cast,” 

he says. “Your braid shouldn’t touch the 

water unless a fish pulls drag. Use a 9- to 

10-foot jig stick for longer casts.”

When fishing conventional mono 

with lures, the mono is much more 

forgiving with tangles and backlashes. 

Still, mono does have memory and can 

twist up at times. One absolute neces-

sity is the ability to slow the line and 

reel speed during the cast.

“The side of the spool is your friend,” 

says Prieto. “Don’t thumb the line; 

instead, thumb the wall of the spool.

Carson points out that the shoulder 

of the spool is actually called the flange. 

“This is what you want to pressure 

when casting to prevent burning your 

thumb,” he explains. Size 16 lever drags 

and other larger reels mostly don’t have 

the flange because it cuts down on a 

reel’s line capacity.

Backlashes often result when 

 something affects the timing of a 

cast. Don’t get distracted by other 

anglers’ actions. Backlashes with braid 

are a nightmare compared with a 

monofilament headache: Braid is much 

more expensive, and the knots are 

tighter and tougher to untangle.

MATCH TACKLE

APPROPRIATELY

Many California fishermen, especially 

anglers who fish their gear on multi-

day trips, tend not to tweak spool 

tension. For example, when a lever 

drag is completely disengaged, they 

want their spool to spin as freely as the 

reel is capable.

Instead of tweaking tension settings, 

fishermen have multiple “sticks” for 

different classes of fish and fishing tech-

niques. Specific rod-and-reel setups  

allow anglers to cast surface iron, deep 

jig, fight fish in the 50-pound-and-

under class, and live-bait for larger tuna 
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For anyone who trolls the majority 

of time with live bait, or tosses plugs 

with a spinner, casting 50- to 80-pound 

conventional gear is a whole new ball-

game. But as SoCal anglers will tell you, 

conventional gear casts iron (a type 

of metal jig) farther than any spinner. 

Conventional reels also have stronger 

drag systems to land 25- to 200-plus-

pound pelagics from a stationary boat 

(though a few elite spinners are making 

a push into the high-drag arena).

Given these advantages to casting 

conventional gear offshore, I reached 

out to two West Coast experts for their 

insight on what to do and what not to 

do. Their comments convinced me that 

there’s no reason to fear the overrun.

PRACTICE 

CASTING ON LAND

Practice, practice and practice some 

more, says Southern California’s Steve 

Carson, director of Penn Fishing 

University. There’s no substitute or 

shortcut for practicing and learning the 

proper cast and feel. (But don’t practice 

on pavement because the surface can 

harm your braided line.)

“Practice with an unfettered free-

spool,” says Carson. “When live-bait 

fishing, you want zero casting controls 

to [allow] free-flowing movement of the 

spool. It’s up to you to train your thumb.”

One good way to practice casting is 

'XULQJ�D�ORQJ��ODWH�QLJKW�VRDN�IRU�FRZ�\HOORZƓQ�

tuna, this angler keeps pressure on the spool 

should a tuna take off with his live mackerel.

G A M E  P L A N  +  F I S H  F A C T S  +  G E A R  G U I D E  +  N E W  P R O D U C T S

Casting a jig on a conventional setup is easier with 

a top shot of mono and a 9- to 10-foot rod. As 

soon as the lure hits the water, stop the spool to 

prevent nasty overruns.
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in the 100-pound class. Some anglers 

even incorporate a spinning reel with 

substantial line and drag capacities into 

their quiver.

“A surface iron is like a driver in golf: 

You want to launch that thing as far as 

possible,” says Prieto. “So fishing live 

bait is like a pitching wedge or putter: It 

requires finesse to cast your bait away 

from the boat without killing or losing 

the bait during the cast.”

The live-bait fishery in SoCal is vitally 

important; Prieto fishes live bait almost 

95 percent of the time. Usually sar-

dines, anchovies or mackerel are baits 

of choice, depending on yearly and sea-

sonal changes to bait prevalence. The 

size of the baitfish dictates the weight 

of tackle to use.

“My go-to live-bait rig is 65-pound-

braid main line to 25-pound mono 

leader for tuna up to 50 to 60 pounds,” 

says Prieto. “Because braid’s diameter 

gets so thin, 65-pound is about as light 

as I go. Up to 80-pound braid is a com-

mon weight on my boat. The lighter line 

is easier to cast.”

When casting a live baitfish, as soon 

as the bait hits the water, immediately 

put your thumb to the spool to prevent 

a bird’s nest. In past decades, present-

ing big baits to monster tuna required 

casting a 50-wide, packed with mono, 

which “required the angler to ‘kick-

start’ the reel with their hand to get the 

spool moving,” says Prieto.

Casting large baits such as mackerel, 

anglers today use heavy 80- to 100-

pound braid to make a decent cast. Braid 

helps casting distance, so the leader 

might be just a couple of feet in length.

“Off Guadalupe Island this year, 

small sardines were the only bait avail-

able,” recounts Carson. “So anglers had 

to use 80-pound braid and a 4- to 5-foot 

section of 80 fluorocarbon to get a bite 

from a 100-plus-pound tuna. The live-

bait rods were 7 to 8 feet long to help 

pitch the bait away from the boat.”

Carson calls a traditional method to 

cast big live baits the Prowler Boat Flip, 

named after the time he first saw it in 

1983 on the Prowler sport-fishing boat.

“It’s an underhand flip with the right 

hand, able to cast 40- to 50-pound 

mono,” says Carson. “While flipping 

with your right hand, give the mono 

line a yank with your left to get the reel 

moving at the exact same speed as the 

cast. This is how anglers in 1980s cast 

anchovies (or other small baits) away 

from the boat.

“This was a very difficult method to 

master, so thankfully lighter rods and 

reels, plus braided line, help casting 

today,” Carson continues. “Capt. Mike 

Lackey, of long-range boat Vagabond 

out of San Diego, is still very good at 

this technique.” 
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COMMON MISTAKES TO WATCH OUT FOR

Anglers should “set and forget” their spool tensions, says Capt. Ernie Prieto. “Make your free-spool as free as possible in the morning, then set your star 

drag to a specific pound rating, and don’t touch the drag for the rest of the day.”

Bring a backlash tool on board, says Steve Carson. Bass fishermen tend to use these for their baitcasters, but they work on all types of reels. Bass Pro 

Shops sells a Baitcast Pic for $5 that helps dissect those tiny braid boogers, backlashes and bird’s nests.

Pay attention to the whole cast. Finish the cast, says Prieto. Keep your thumb lightly on the spool the whole time. “It’s like coaster brakes on a bike,” he 

says. “Be ready to brake quickly.” If you cast too hard and backlash, the lure will likely snap off or the bait be thrown from the hook.

Always evenly level the line back onto the reel. “Most reels that we use here don’t have levelwinds,” says Carson, “so it’s up to the angler. Make sure 

line is level across the reel, or your next cast could lead to a severe bird’s nest.”

Pay attention to how much line is spooled onto the reel. Underfilled reels definitely affect distance, while overfilled are more likely to backlash. “I 

believe a spool filled to within one-eighth of an inch from the lip of spool is the safest option,” says Carson.

7R�UHDFK�OXUNLQJ�JDPHƓVK�VXFK�DV�ZDKRR��ULJKW��

lightweight delicate baits, above, must be cast 

DZD\�IURP�WKH�ERDW��<RX�QHHG�WR�ŴLS�\RXU�EDLW�RXW�

ZLWKRXW�ŴLSSLQJ�LW�RII�WKH�KRRN�
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FISH FACTS

LINGCOD
(Ophiodon elongatus)

    The lingcod is a limited edition. It’s found strictly on the North American Pacific coast, from Alaska 

through California and as far south as northern Baja, and it’s the only species in its genus (which is 

to say that there’s nothing quite like it). Voracious predators that can reputedly grow to more than 

100 pounds (the IGFA world record stands at 82 pounds, 9 ounces, from the Gulf of Alaska in 2007), 

lings often latch onto rockfish or smaller lings being reeled up, refusing to let go until on the gaff.
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sabikis while drifting over a sandy bottom. 

Seems like these might be related to parrotfish?

Justin Perrino

Clearwater, Florida

 Well, Justin, you weren’t too far off. Your 

catch is a pearly razorfish, Xyrichtys novacula. 

It’s a member of the wrasse family, which 

is closely related to the parrotfishes. Pearly 

razorfish are interesting. Most wrasses live 

around reefs or rocky bottoms, but these guys 

live on open sand bottom. They often bury 

themselves in the sand completely or with only 

their head exposed, possibly for extended peri-

ods or just during daylight, since they prefer to 

scrounge around on the sandy surface at night. 

They are favorite aquarium fishes, both for 

their striking color and their unusual burying 

habits. They do have some nasty fangs, which 

can render a tiny but painful wound to an 

unsuspecting angler. Pearlies are small, rarely 

DEMONS FROM

THE DEPTHS

 We caught two of these fish in the Seychelles 

while fishing with A1 Fishing Seychelles in 

a bit more than 600 feet of water. We were 

bottomfishing using large chunks of bonito. 

What can you tell us about this toothy creature?

Grant Heyer

Seychelles Sports Fishing Club

The Seychelles

 They are, Grant, cracking specimens of black 

snoek, Thyrsitoides marleyi. This species is one 

of the largest members of the snake mackerel 

family (Gempylidae), reputedly growing to a 

maximum size of 6½ feet and 15 to 20 pounds. 

Black snoek are widespread in the Indian and 

Pacific oceans, where they’re most common 

around the lower slopes of seamounts or ridges 

down to depths of 1,200 feet or more. However, 

they often move closer to the surface at night 

to feed on a wide variety of mesopelagic fishes, 

squids and crustaceans. Black snoek appear 

quite similar to the closely related barracouta 

(Thyrsites atun), though the latter is restricted 

to cool-temperate and cold-temperate waters 

around 55 to 65 degrees F in the southern 

Indian, Pacific and Atlantic oceans. To date, no 

black snoek has been entered with the IGFA, so 

there is so far no world record. — Ben Diggles

SHARP AS A RAZOR

 I caught a couple of these strange fish near 

my hometown in about 55 feet of water on 

JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 1
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CHALLENGE 

OUR EXPERTS

(And Win Up to
10,800 Yards of Line!)

SEND IN YOUR QUESTION 
and any relevant  photos of your 
mysterious catch or observa-
tion for our experts’ ID and 
feedback. If we publish your 
question and you have a ship-
ping address within the United 
States or Canada, you’ll win a 
3-pound spool of Berkley Pro 
Spec ocean-blue or fluorescent-
yellow monofilament (1,000 to 
10,800 yards, depending on 
line strength) or a 1,500-yard 
spool of Spiderwire Stealth 
braid up to 100-pound-test! 
Send questions and images 
via email to fish facts@ sport 
fishing mag .com (include your 
hometown) or via post to Sport 
Fishing Fish Facts, 460 N. 
Orlando Ave., Suite 200, Winter 
Park, FL 32789.

S PO N SO R ED  B Y

SF 
FISH FACTS 

EXPERTS
NORTHEAST

Mike Fahay,  Sandy 

Hook Marine Lab, New 

Jersey

SOUTHEAST

Ray Waldner, Ph.D., 
Palm Beach Atlantic 

 University, Florida

GULF OF MEXICO

Bob Shipp, Ph.D., 
University of South 

 Alabama, bobshipp.com

WEST COAST

Milton Love, Ph.D., 
UCSB,

lovelab .id.ucsb.edu

FAR PACIFIC

Ben Diggles, Ph.D., 
Queensland,  Australia, 

GLJVƓ�VK�FRP

BLUEWATER PELAGICS

Eric Prince, Ph.D., 
courtesy of NOAA 

 Fisheries Lab, Miami

3HDUO\�UD]RUƓ�VK

Black snoek
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over 10 inches. They’re found on both 

sides of the Atlantic, on our side from 

the Carolinas to Brazil. — Bob Shipp

FLORIDA: 

FUNGUS AMONGUS

 I’ve been noticing that a lot of snook 

from central Florida’s Indian River, 

where I dive and fish, have green, 

slimy algae patches on them. What 

would cause that?

Jason Arnold

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

 This isn’t the first time I’ve seen 

a photograph of algae growing on a 

fish, Jason. What normally happens is 

that algae colonize skin lesions. I sent 

your photo to Dr. Ed Noga, a renowned 

expert on fish diseases, for his analysis. 

Dr. Noga noted that skin ulcerations 

often result from some sort of stress 

factor, and in natural ecosystems, 

stress factors include environmen-

tal pollution, for which some of the 

estuaries along Florida’s east coast 

have been gaining notoriety. Noga 

also noted that when fish are 

stressed, natural antibiotic 

levels in their skin are low-

ered, allowing organisms 

like algae, which are nor-

mally not harmful, to gain a 

foothold. — Ray Waldner

COSTA RICA GOLD

 A while back, Sport Fishing published 

my Fish Facts question regarding a 

cool little silver fish (turned out to 

be a Pacific bumper) that came up on 

a sabiki rig at the small tower where 

fishermen go for bait just outside 

Golfito, Costa Rica. Now I’m back with 

another cool little fish that I caught 

on a sabiki recently in the same place. 

What have I caught this time?

Adrian E. Gray

Fort Lauderdale, Florida

 Hi, Adrian. First of all, from the 

G A M E  P L A N  + F I S H  F A C T S  +  G E A R  G U I D E  +  N E W  P R O D U C T S

Snook 
with 
algae
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are caught in some numbers by 

artisanal fishermen; you can see them 

sold fresh (and sometimes salted) in 

local markets. — Milton Love 

perspective of a fisheries scientist, let 

me reinforce the idea of using sabiki 

rigs: They’re definitely the best way 

to catch weird little oobly-goobly 

fishes that most anglers seldom 

see. The little golden beauty you 

caught is a juvenile golden trevally, 

Gnathanodon speciosus, related to 

other members of the jack family, such 

as amberjack and pompano. Adult 

goldens (the IGFA all-tackle record is  

32½ pounds, from western Australia 

in 2002) are much more elongate and 

silver, with faint vertical bars. Golden 

trevally are native to both sides of 

the Pacific, as far south as Colombia 

in the eastern Pacific. However, this 

species also seems to have passed 

through the Panama Canal to the 

Atlantic. Juveniles often live among 

the tentacles of jellyfish, and many 

times you’ll see them swimming ahead 

of sharks and other large pelagic 

animals. Adults are common in deep 

lagoons and nearshore reefs, from the 

surface down to depths of about 130 

feet. Particularly in southern Mexico 

and Central America, golden trevally 

Juvenile golden trevally

We’re coming...

The AV-26 is a true low profi le bay boat with an overall length of 26’2” and a beam of 8’6”, built with the serious fi sherman in mind. The Avenger 

Bay Boat’s incredibly stable fi shing platform is complimented with standard equipment like 2 live release and one bait well, dual lockable rod storage 

boxes, and anchor locker built to accommodate  both bow and stern anchors. The Avenger is rated for a single engine of up to 400HP and features 

an 89 gallon capacity fuel load, making your favorite fi shing spot easily and quickly accessible.

For more information, go to www.avengerbayboats.com or call 843 538-6604 

or like us on Facebook at Avenger Boats for the latest available information.

24’ and 22’ versions coming soon!
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STORMY WEATHER: 

When the weather 

turns foul, be ready 

with the proper rain 

gear. A waterproof 

jacket could be the 

difference between 

no big deal and a 

nightmare.

BY SAM HUDSON  /  JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 1

GEAR GUIDE

FOUL-WEATHER GEAR CAN’T just be an old jacket you crush into a ball and throw inside your boat hatch. 

Well, it can, but you’ll likely fi nd yourself soaked if you ever actually need it. And that drenching isn’t because you 

stored your jacket haphazardly, but rather because you’re relying on timeworn, cheap technology that doesn’t hold 

up to anything heavier than a sun shower.

So why not make the jump from the old to the new? There are plenty of dependable, durable, waterproof rain 

jackets today, especially with so many diff erent brands available. Also recognize that many jackets have matching 

bibs, and proper protection for your legs is often necessary in colder weather. The comfort level of a soggy fi shing trip 

versus a dry one can be a world of diff erence.

AN EASY GUIDE TO HELP YOU BUY YOUR NEXT RAIN JACKET

FIGHTING OFF 
FOUL WEATHER

GAME PLAN GEAR GUIDEFISH FACTS NEW PRODUCTS
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The only thing we don’t fi sh for is excuses.

With everything from sailfi sh, grouper and tuna out front 
to bonefi sh, permit and tarpon out back, you have every 
excuse you need for dropping what you’re doing and 
heading to The Florida Keys. 

fl a-keys.com/fi shing

Marina Del Mar Resort 
& Marina, Key Largo

800-451-3483 or 305-451-4107
marinadelmarkeylargo.com

Holiday Inn Key Largo
866-733-8554 or 305-451-2121

holidayinn.com/keylargofl 

Courtyard by Marriott Key Largo
855-335-1066 or 305-451-3939

marriott.com/MTHCY

Postcard Inn Beach Resort and 
Marina, Islamorada

800-327-7070 or 305-664-2321
holidayisle.com

Caloosa Cove Resort & Marina, 
Islamorada 

888-297-3208 or 305-664-4455
caloosacove.com

Cocoplum Beach & Tennis Club 
& Marina, Marathon

800-228-1587 or 305-743-0240
cocoplum.com
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Before splurging on a rain jacket, 

understand the terminology that’s used 

when describing its features. The speci-

fi cations of the jacket will dictate what 

performance to expect from this vital 

piece of clothing.

WATER BARRIER

Today’s water-resistant fabrics are all 

about layers, and anglers can buy two-, 

three- or even four-layered fabrics. Gill’s 

president David Pritchard explains how 

the company’s four-layer fabric works.

“Our outer fabric is made from nylon 

but treated with a durable water repel-

lent (DWR) to block water and allow 

the fabric to breathe,” says Pritchard. 

“Second, a membrane or polymer is 

laminated to the underside of the fabric 

— this is actually what stops water from 

entering the jacket. Water droplets 

are like basketballs hitting a chain-

link fence (the membrane), and they 

bounce away.”

Lastly, a hydrophobic laminate assists 

in pushing the water through the nylon 

fabric, and a wicking scrum (mesh) 

helps drain water.”

Less involved, a two-layer jacket 

features a woven fabric with a laminated 

or coated fi nish on the inside, explains 

Pritchard. In most cases, the garment 

comes with a lining. Three-layer fabrics 

take the two-layer material and bond a 

lightweight mesh fabric on the inside to 

protect the coated surface.

Most companies have their own 

proprietary outer fabrics, such as 

Columbia’s OutDry Extreme, Pelagic’s 

DRI-FLEX and Hodgman’s V-TecH. 

Both AFTCO and Grundéns use 

DValpine eVent fabric in specifi c 

jackets. The outer shells are mostly 

nylon or polyester but then are treated 

with distinctive laminates, coatings 

One popular and well-known 

membrane is called expanded polytetra-

fl uoroethylene (ePTFE), which consists 

of fl uorine and carbon, and is incor-

porated into diff erent manufacturers’ 

off erings like AFTCO’s Anhydrous 3L 

Waterproof Jacket.

“Third, a hydrophilic (water-loving) 

coating is added to attract and accel-

erate sweat away from the skin,” 

explains Pritchard. “Perspiration is like 

a golf ball passing through a chain-link 

fence, allowing your skin to breathe. 
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AFTCO

ANHYDROUS 3L 
WATERPROOF JACKET
$395
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY 

13,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

20,000 millimeters

COLORS Charcoal

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Draw-cord waist-clinch 

system to prevent water 

intrusion

AVID

COASTAL SOFT-SHELL JACKET
$89.95
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer polyester, 

ZLWK�PLFURŴ�HHFH�LQQHU�

lining

BREATHABILITY 

300 grams

WATERPROOFING 

10,000 millimeters

COLORS Graphite

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Internal media pocket 

for your phone or other 

valuable items

BLUEFIN USA

TOURNAMENT JACKET
$198
OUTER MATERIAL 

Two-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY 

4,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

10,000 millimeters

COLORS Charcoal

NOTABLE FEATURES 

All internal seams are 

thermally taped for 

better water protection

COLUMBIA

PFG FORCE 12 JACKET
$500
OUTER MATERIAL 

Two-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY N/A

WATERPROOFING 

20,000 millimeters

COLORS Stinger 

(yellow), black, pond 

(olive green)

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Repositionable 

waterproof pocket, 

����GHJUHH�UHŴ�HFWLYH�

detailing, and adjustable 

neoprene cuffs

GILL NORTH AMERICA

TOURNAMENT JACKET
$299
OUTER MATERIAL 

Two-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY N/A

WATERPROOFING 

20,000 millimeters

COLORS White, 

red, charcoal

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Vortex hood design 

DOORZV�DLU�WR�Ŵ�RZ�

through dedicated 

channel

Even sunny days produce salt spray, wind and 

sun showers. Pictured, the new HUK Next Level 

Kryptek All Weather jacket in action off Louisiana.
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and diff erent layers. When confronted 

with these technical-sounding names, 

you now have a better understanding 

of their makeup, especially when 

researching layers and DWR fi nishes.

BREATHABILITY

& WATERPROOFING

Most jackets off er some kind of 

 breathability and waterproof level. 

Consider the HUK Next Level Jacket 

with 10,000-millimeter waterproofi ng 

and 5,000-gram breathability. These 

values vary from jacket to jacket based 

on how they’re manufactured.

To arrive at the waterproofi ng value, 

a hydrostatic-head test measures how 

much water can be placed into a 1-inch 

tube on top of the fabric — creating 

water pressure — before the fabric 

starts to leak through. HUK’s 10K fabric 

represents 10,000 millimeters of water. 

That means 32.8 feet of water can be 

JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 9

GRUNDÉNS

DARK AND STORMY JACKET
$380
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer polyester

BREATHABILITY 

20,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

20,000 millimeters

COLORS Dark slate, 

olive night

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Stretch water skirt, 

rugged waterproof front 

zipper, and recessed 

adjustable neoprene 

cuffs to seal out rain

HODGMAN

AESIS SONIC 
WADELITE JACKET
$180
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer nylon, with 

cloud mesh backer

BREATHABILITY 

10,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

20,000 millimeters

COLORS Olive

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Utilizes double sonic 

weld seam to eliminate 

thousands of stitch holes 

in the fabric

HUK

NEXT-LEVEL KRYPTEK 
ALL-WEATHER JACKET
$350
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer polyester

BREATHABILITY 

5,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

10,000 millimeters

COLORS Black/Kryptek, 

charcoal/Kryptek

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Internal neoprene storm 

cuff, articulated hood, 

DQG�UHŴ�HFWLYH�EUDQGLQJ�

for safety

PELAGIC

HURRICANE JACKET
$150
OUTER MATERIAL 

Two-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY 

3,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

6,000 millimeters

COLORS Gray

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Welded zippers, 

�UHŴ�HFWLYH��KH[�VDIHW\�

patches, and 

 moisture-wicking liner

SHIMANO

DURODRY JACKET
$200
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY N/A

WATERPROOFING N/A

COLORS Black with 

charcoal

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Double storm cuffs to 

prevent water from 

entering jacket

poured into the test tube before any of 

it will leak through the material. One 

pound per square inch (psi) equates to 

704 millimeters of water.

On the topic of waterproofi ng, check 

the zippers and stitching on any jacket 

you plan to buy. Make sure the zippers 

are waterproofed and the stitching is 
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treated to prevent water intrusion. 

Both areas can be weak points even if 

the rest of the jacket is performing.

Breathability is measured in terms of 

how many grams of water moisture can 

pass through a square meter of fabric in 

a 24-hour period, explains Bluefi n USA’s 

president Eros Cattaneo. Remember, 

fabrics are meant to diff use sweat, 

humidity and other moisture through 

the fabric to help cool the skin and body. 

For HUK’s 5K fabric, that translates to 

5,000 grams of water moisture.

Some jacket companies use their own, 

specifi c breathability and waterproofi ng 

tests, and these tests don’t always 

translate to millimeters or grams. In 

the jackets highlighted throughout 

this column, those specifi cations are 

marked as N/A (not available). Check 

out the range of jackets off ered today, 

with diff erent pricing and specifi ca-

tions that will suit all types of anglers 

and weather scenarios. 
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SIMMS

CHALLENGER JACKET
$200
OUTER MATERIAL 

Two-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY 

10,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

20,000 millimeters

COLORS Hex camo, fury 

orange, black, cobalt

NOTABLE FEATURES Three-

point adjustable hood, 

and storm collar and cuff 

design to lock out water

STORMR

AERO JACKET
$300
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer nylon

BREATHABILITY 

20,000 grams

WATERPROOFING 

20,000 millimeters

COLORS Black/gray, 

blue/gray

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Internal neoprene wrist 

seals, and stretch panels 

for better range of motion

UNDER ARMOUR

RIDGE REAPER GORE-TEX JACKET
$500
OUTER MATERIAL 

Three-layer polyester

BREATHABILITY N/A

WATERPROOFING N/A

COLORS Ridge Reaper 

hydro, stealth gray

NOTABLE FEATURES 

Constructed with 

 stain-release material to 

block blood, guts and dirt

An American Original.

Join our Off The Hook Club E-mail List and receive 15% OFF your first order when you visit our site.

Capt. Chris Burger & Capt. Eugene Burger
F/V Defiant

Long Island, New York



Winner of multiple awards, the SeaVee Z has redefined what’s possible below 

the waterline, setting new benchmarks for performance, efficiency, ride quality 

and seaworthiness. Learn more online.

™
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in a backpack. It comes with a game-style controller and a touch display.

BY CHRIS WOODWARD  /  JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 1
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SLFNV�XS�Ŵ�RFNV�DW�YDULRXV�UDQJHV�ZLWKRXW�PDQXDO�WXQLQJ��<RX�FDQ�DOVR�PRQLWRU�WKH��PRYHPHQW�

MORE NEW 
PRODUCTS
Visit our Gear section at
VSRUWƓ�VKLQJPDJ���FRP�QHZ�SURGV.

2. FINESSE SUCCESS

6KLPDQR’s new 6WUDGLF�&,�� reels now 

incorporate an asymmetrical Magnumlite 

rotor, which makes the spinners even 

lighter than before. The four CI4+ models 

ŋ�LQ������WR������VL]HV��ZHLJKLQJ�����WR�

����RXQFHV��ŋ�DOVR�FRPH�ZLWK�FROG�IRUJHG�

Hagane gearing and CoreProtect water 

resistance. The three smaller reels feature 

��WR���JHDU�UDWLRV�DQG�KDQGOH�����RU�

20-pound-test braid, depending on size; 

WKH�����;*�IHDWXUHV�D�����WR���UDWLR�DQG�

handles 30-pound braid. The CI4+ reels 

cost $229.99 each.

The CI4+ 3000 
(above) comes with a 
paddle-style handle, 
while the 2500 (left) 

features a knob.
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7. JACKED UP

%LJƓ�VK�*HDU released two new prints in its %)0D[Ŵ�RZ�SHUIRUPDQFH�VKLUW�OLQH��IHDWXULQJ�WKH�H[RWLF�URRVWHUƓ�VK�DQG�WKH�WRXJK�DV�QDLOV�

jack crevalle. The shirts’ moisture-wicking fabric carries UPF 50 sun protection. The champion-neck style performs well with sun-protective 

KHDGZHDU��7KH�URRVWHUƓ�VK�DQG�MDFN�VKLUWV�FRPH�LQ�D�ZLGH�UDQJH�RI�VL]HV��IURP�;6�WR��;/��DQG�FRVW��������

7

, 

Maxcuatro�OLQHXS���0D[FXDWUR�ZRQ�%HVW�)LVKLQJ�/LQH�KRQRUV�DW�WKH�

�����,&$67�Ɠ�VKLQJ�WDFNOH�WUDGH�VKRZ���7KH�6SHFWUD�+7�Ɠ�EHU��H[FOXVLYH�

to PowerPro, allows for four-carrier construction, meaning less friction 

through the guides and greater casting distance with lighter lures. 

Available in high-visibility yellow and moss green and in 150-, 300-, 

500- and 1,500-yard spools, the 20-, 30- and 40-pound lines cost 

�������WR���������

GO9 XSE

*DUPLQ introduced its Fantom radar, with MotionScope 

technology (using the Doppler effect), as an open array in early 

������7KH�FRPSDQ\�DGGHG�18- and ���LQFK�GRPHV ($1,599.99 

and $2,799.99) to the lineup in November. MotionScope 

highlights targets in different colors as they move toward or 

away from your boat. Both units also offer pulse compression 

technology for high-resolution returns, low power consumption, 

and instant on with no delay from warming up. A MARPA setting 

allows simultaneous tracking of 10 targets. Fantom detects 

WDUJHWV�DV�FORVH�DV����IHHW�DQG�DV�IDU�DV����QDXWLFDO�PLOHV�

2 7S P O R T F I S H I N G M A G . C O M
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IGFA PENDING WORLD RECORDS

INTERNATIONAL GAME FISH ASSOCIATION, 
300 Gulf Stream Way, Dania Beach, FL 33004 

954-927-2628; fax: 954-924-4299; igfa.org

)RU�6RXWKHUQ�&DOLIRUQLD�DQJOHUV�������ZLOO�JR�GRZQ�DV�WKH�\HDU�RI�WKH�ELJ�EOXHƓ�Q��

Witness this 213-pound, 9-ounce Pacific bluefin tuna [A], pending as the 

���SRXQG�UHFRUG�IRU�7RP�3Ŵ�HJHU�RI�1HZSRUW�%HDFK��&DOLIRUQLD��7KH�Ɠ�VK�WRRN�D�

*XPP\�)O\HU�RII�6DQ�&OHPHQWH�,VODQG�WKLV�SDVW�$XJXVW�DQG�UHTXLUHG��bKRXUV��

���PLQXWHV�WR�ODQG�

A 36-pound, 6-ounce lingcod [B]�RQ�DQ\�WDFNOH�LV�D�JRRG�Ɠ�VK��EXW�-DPHV�

6HHJUDYHV�RI�2WWHU�&UHHN��)ORULGD��EHVWHG�WKLV�EHDVW�RQ�Ŵ�\�WDFNOH��LWōV�SHQGLQJ�

DV�WKH����SRXQG�WLSSHW�UHFRUG��WKH�FXUUHQW�UHFRUG�LV����SRXQGV����RXQFH���7KH�

DQJOHU��Ɠ�VKLQJ�QHDU�6HDZDUG��$ODVND��WKLV�SDVW�$XJXVW��ODQGHG�WKH�Ɠ�VK�LQ�RQO\�

���PLQXWHV�

3HQGLQJ�DV�WKH�DOO�WDFNOH�UHFRUG�LV�D�9-pound, 3-ounce mirror dory [C] caught off 

-DSDQ�E\�+LURVKL�0XUD\DPD�RI�1LLJDWD��-DSDQ��ZKLOH�MLJJLQJ�WKLV�SDVW�6HSWHPEHU�

$QRWKHU�UHFRUG�IURP�-DSDQ��WKLV�15-pound yellow-edged lyretail [D]��DND�

�FRURQDWLRQ�WURXW��LV�RQH�RI�WKH�PRVW�VWULNLQJ�PHPEHUV�RI�WKH�JURXSHU�FODQ��

0DVDKLUR�<DPDWRPL�PDGH�WKH�FDWFK�Ɠ�VKLQJ�QHDU�1LVKLMLPD�WKLV�SDVW�$XJXVW��,I�

DSSURYHG��LW�ZLOO�VXSHUVHGH�D����SRXQG�����RXQFH�O\UHWDLO�FDXJKW�LQ������

BA

C

D

C
O

U
R

T
E

S
Y

 I
G

F
A

 /
 I

G
F

A
.O

R
G

ENTER SF’S 2017 READER KNOT CHALLENGE!

So, you think your braid-to-leader knot is pretty darn good? Well, here’s your chance to find out exactly how good it is and how 

it stacks up. It’s time for Sport Fishing’s fourth Reader Knot Challenge. Anyone can enter, so read on.

Here’s this year’s challenge to readers: Who can tie the strongest knot connecting a braided main line to a heavier 

mono or fluoro leader? We’re revisiting this particular connection (it was the first of our three knot challenges, in 2010) 

because this is such a critical knot for most anglers using braid (as so many do these days).

If you’re among the top six finishers (i.e., with one of the six strongest knots), you’ll receive not only international recognition 

for your knot, but also an Okuma reel of your choice (valued for first-place winners at up to $799).*

HERE’S HOW THE CHALLENGE WILL WORK:

1) Email us at knots@sportfishingmag.com with your interest in participating in either the light-braid contest, connecting 

15-pound braid to 30-pound leader; the heavy-braid contest, connecting 50-pound braid to 80-pound leader; or both contests.

2) In February, we’ll send the first 30 respondents for the light-braid contest a length of 15-pound braid and 30-pound fluoro 

leader (all participants will receive exactly the same line and leader to test), and we’ll send the first 30 respondents for the 

heavy-braid contest a length of 50-pound braid and 80-pound fluoro leader.

3) Participants will then tie their best knot to connect braid to mono, doing so three times for each contest they’re entering (to 

provide three different samples of their line-to-leader knot), and return all samples to us for testing.

4) We’ll test all knots on the IGFA’s Instron line tester, then analyze and publish the results to share with SF’s audience which 

knots were strongest — and how to tie them.

Since participation is limited and on a first-come basis, don’t wait to email us if you’re serious about your knots (and what real 

fisherman isn’t?)!

*To receive an award, winners of the challenge 
must be able to provide a mailing address in 
the United States or Canada.
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Fish Trial 
Contender 39 Fisharound

Better Boating 
Carbon Craze

Fish Trial 
Wellcraft 262 Fisherman

INSIDE:

JUPITER 41 
EXPRESS

Jupiter Marine’s fl agship hull, the 41 Express, exhibits 

the company’s dedication to fi shing with its livewell, 

tackle center and oversize fi sh boxes, while providing the 

fi t-and-fi nish of top-line cruisers.

SF BOATS SPOTLIGHT

FISHING MACHINES   FISH TRIALS   ELECTRONICS   NEW BOATS   BOAT TIPS   BETTER BOATING



Where Life Sets Sail 

PANAMA C I TY
F L O R I D A

Panama City, Florida is new on the 
destination scene. 

Learn more and register to win a trip for two at 

DestinationPanamaCity.com

Like our two full-service public marinas that offer transient docking, 

FKDUWHU�À�VKLQJ��DQG�UHQWDOV�IRU�HYHU\�ZDWHU�VSRUW�LPDJLQDEOH��

$OO�ZLWKLQ�VWHSV�RI�UHVWDXUDQWV��VKRSSLQJ�DQG�OLYH�HQWHUWDLQPHQW�

�6HOÀ�VKO\��ZH�KDYH�NHSW�WKH�VWXQQLQJO\�EHDXWLIXO�
6W��$QGUHZV�%D\�DQG�DOO�WKLQJV�´8QLTXHO\�3&μ�WR�RXUVHOYHV�
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SIX FUTURE CLASSIC 

CENTER CONSOLES
Today’s Popular Hulls That Might Make Tomorrow’s Legends

BY CHRIS WOODWARD

“CLASSIC” CONNOTES TIMELESS style. Classic means enduring worth. Classic oozes cool.

So when someone mentions “classic boat,” what comes to mind? If you’re like me, you recall the Bertram 31, the Whaler 17 

Montauk or the 21 SeaCraft. You might even think of a 1960s wooden Grady-White or a teak-laden Chris-Craft cruiser.

But what will tomorrow’s classics look like? We decided to hazard a guess, based on the popularity of several hulls well-known 

to most readers, hulls that have been on the market at least five years. (If you agree with us, or have better suggestions, you can 

share your thoughts on our Facebook page this month. Look for the Classic Boats posts.)

CONTENDER 32 ST

SPECS: LOA: 32 ft. 8 in. • Beam: 9 ft. 8 in. • Transom Deadrise: 24½ deg. 

Draft: 1 ft. 8 in. • Dry Weight: 5,850 lb. (w/o engines) • Max Power: 700 hp • MSRP: N/A

Introduced in 2010, the 32 ST gained 

instant popularity because it replaced 

the long-beloved 31 Contender, says 

Jordan Delong, director of sales and 

marketing for the Homestead, Florida, 

boatbuilder. For years, 30-ish-footers, 

such as the 31, dominated the Southern 

Kingfish Association tournament circuit 

as the perfect compromise of fishability, 

affordability and performance.

Standard features of the 32 ST 

include a one-piece, level deck fore and 

aft — a major plus for anglers working 

trophy fish around the boat — twin 

40-gallon pressurized livewells, a 

walk-through transom, four lined and 

insulated fish boxes, lockable electron-

ics panel, locking rod boxes forward, 

and K-Plane trim tabs. Notable options 

include a forward coffin box, a tackle 

center, customized T-tops, additional 

livewells and more rod holders than 

you can count.

In Yamaha performance tests, 

the stepped-hull 32 with twin F300s 

topped out at 63.1 mph, turning  

5,900 rpm and achieving 1.2 mpg. It 

took just 4.6 seconds to plane and 

reached 30 mph in 7.2 seconds. The 

boat cruises most comfortably and 

economically at 3,500 rpm, running  

38.3 mph and offering 2.09 mpg.

The 32 ST retains the hardcore fishability of 
its popular predecessor, the 31, including 
twin livewells, a tackle center and locking 
rod storage, and adds a bit of comfort.
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EVERGLADES 243CC

wide margin, says Shane Kwaterski, 

director of dealer development. “The 

243cc should become a classic because 

For more than 12 years, the 243cc 

has grown in popularity, remaining 

the company’s top-selling model by a 

of its revolutionary design,” he says. 

“While 24-foot bay boats did exist when  

this hull debuted in 2004, none had this 

kind of hull design. It’s truly two boats 

in one: an offshore front with cut-down 

gunwales, and it flattens out at the 

[19-degree] transom.”

In addition to its hybrid hull, the 

243 also features Everglades’ RAMCAP 

construction and patented sliding, 

adjustable windshield, which ties to a 

hardtop assembly. That was a first at 

the time, Kwaterski says. The 243 also 

featured powder coating on the super-

structure, which had been a popular 

big-boat attribute until the mid-2000s.

For anglers, the 243 comes with 

a 36-gallon livewell standard, a  

67-gallon forward fish box, 65-quart 

Yeti cooler, undergunwale power ports 

and rod racks, tackle lockers, and lock-

able rod storage. Power steering also 

comes standard on the 243, as does 

a hardtop with rod holders and an  

electronics box.

SPECS: LOA: 25 ft. 8 in. • Beam: 8 ft. 2 in. • Transom Deadrise: 19 deg. • Draft: 1 ft. 4 in. (hull 

only) • Dry Weight: 4,000 lb. (w/o engine) • Max Power: 300 hp • MSRP: $110,986 (w/ Yamaha F300)

JUPITER 38 FS
Jupiter says that in 2004, its 38 FS 

ushered in the large custom center 

console trend — a new market show-

casing vessels now in the high 30s, 40s 

and even 50-plus-foot range. Building 

on its strong debut, the 38 FS has been 

a top performer ever since, Jupiter says.

What does it have in common with 

other classics? Its versatile layout 

makes it a multiuse platform for fishing,  

diving, cruising and entertaining.

Comfortable bow-seating options help make 
the 38 FS a multiuse fishing and entertaining 
platform for anglers and families.

SPECS: LOA: 38 ft. 2 in. • Beam: 10 ft. 7 in. • Transom Deadrise: 24 deg. • Draft: 2 ft. 

Dry Weight: 11,480 lb. (w/ engines) • Max Power: 1,050 hp • MSRP: $321,590 (w/ twin Yamaha F350s)

JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 1
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showed a top speed of 61.1 mph at 

5,750 rpm, achieving .78 mpg. The boat 

planed in 4.63 seconds and reached  

30 mph in 7.63 seconds. The optimal, 

most fuel-efficient cruising speed came 

in at 35.9 mph, with the engine turning 

3,500 rpm, offering 1.31 mpg.

REGULATOR 28

SPECS: LOA: 32 ft. 6 in. (w/ bracket and engines) • Beam: 9 ft. 5 in. • Transom Deadrise: 24 deg.

Draft: 2 ft. • Dry Weight: 8,260 lb. (w/ engines) • Max Power: 600 hp • MSRP: $199,995*

and what they wished it had but had 

been limited by its size.”

Regulator had a 29 in the lineup 

when the 28 came out, Maxwell says. 

But the 29 featured a Euro-transom, 

so with its bracket, the 28 was  

actually bigger.

Asked what this boat has in common 

with other classics, Waible suggests 

its solid build, weight-to-horsepower 

ratio and predictable handling. Or as 

Maxwell puts it: “Ride, ride, ride.”

Regulator’s stringer system is 

bonded to the hull and injected with 

foam to create a solid unit, Waible says. 

“The entire process occurs when the 

stringer and hull are inside the mold, to 

deliver the extra strength and stability 

you expect from Regulator.”

In addition, the weight and depth of 

the hull guarantee a lower center of grav-

ity, which results in better performance.

The 28 took over the popularity of its 

predecessor, the 26, which had been the 

“boat that redefined the deep-V center 

console and first earned Regulator a 

spot among the ‘classic’ sport-fishing 

boats of all time,” says Carrie Waible, 

Regulator spokeswoman.

Introduced in 2010 (2011 model 

year), the 28 became an instant best-

seller. “It has set the course for the 

next generation of Regulator boats, 

maintaining every asset that made the 

26 a classic, while making every feature 

better, larger, cleaner, faster, smoother 

and drier,” she says.

Regulator president Joan Maxwell 

says the 28 debuted just as the industry 

started creeping out of the recession, 

so it met some pent-up demand. “We 

introduced it as the next 26, based on 

all the things we learned from our own-

ers on what they loved about the 26, 

Its standard features include a bait-

prep center with a 53-gallon livewell, 

tackle storage, sink and shower; a pair 

of 104-gallon fish boxes with macera-

tor drains; twin 38-gallon transom 

livewells; lockable rod storage forward; 

an oversize console with stand-up head; 

electronics compartment; and indirect 

LED cockpit lighting.

Yamaha performance tests of the 38 

FS powered by triple F300 outboards 

Gasketed, gas-assist hatches keep all gear 
protected and easy to access. The 38 FS also 
comes with lockable rod storage forward.

The Regulator 28, which debuted in 2010, 
built on the popularity of the company’s 
original 26-foot center console design.

* (w/ twin Yamaha F300s)
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SEAVEE 390

390 was the first boat to feature quad 

Mercury Verado 300s.

“Its massive aft cockpit and sliding-

front-door console were unique in the 

When SeaVee introduced the 390 in 

2006, it kicked the large center console 

up a notch with its four outboards on 

the transom. In fact, SeaVee says, the 

marketplace,” says John Caballero, 

SeaVee marketing director. “The 390 is 

a boat that had great heritage, but it also 

offered us a platform to innovate and 

question everything. It featured a from-

scratch console that embodied years of 

experience but was also free from the 

limits of older geometry.”

SeaVee put the 390 to the test, 

 running it from Key West, Florida, to 

Isla Mujeres, Mexico — a 400-mile 

open-ocean crossing — with popular 

television personality, the late Jose 

Wejebe. The crew fished around 

the island for several weeks, taping 

Wejebe’s Spanish Fly TV show.

“The 390, for me, is one of my 

crowning design and engineering 

achievements, and it changed my life,” 

says SeaVee designer Rob Kaidy. “I 

think that it has touched and changed 

the lives of many others, and will 

 continue to do so long into the future.”

SPECS: LOA: 39 ft. • Beam: 11 ft. • Transom Deadrise: 22½ deg. • Draft: 2 ft. 2 in. • Dry Weight: 

10,750 lb. (w/o engines) • Max Power: 1,600 hp • MSRP: $300,700 (w/ triple Mercury Verado 300s)

YELLOWFIN 36
Back in 2003, offshore tournament 

circuits still claimed great popularity and 

participation. Yellowfin introduced the 

36 to provide extended range to those 

competitive fishermen, many of whom 

ran 200 miles or more to their hot spots.

Anglers aboard these boats took  

many championship wins, crowning the 

36 as a go-to tourney choice. Yellowfin 

says that fishability and performance — 

tweaked over the years and combined 

with the 36’s unique lines — places it on 

par with other classics.

Designed initially for tournament fishermen, 
the 36 features loads of livewell capacity; its 
fuel capacity and speed give it great range.

SPECS: LOA: 36 ft. 8 in. • Beam: 10 ft. • Transom Deadrise: 24 deg. • Draft: 1 ft. 8 in.

Dry Weight: 9,500 lb. (w/o engines) • Max Power: 1,400 hp • MSRP: $308,269*
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Since its debut, the 36 continues 

to pique angler interest; more than 

40 per year leave the Yellowfin fac-

tory. The company sells directly to its 

consumers, so each vessel becomes a  

custom project.

When Sport Fishing last tested 

the 36, in 2009, it reached 68.5 

mph at 6,100 rpm. With fuel capac-

ity at 477 gallons, the 36 should have 

plenty of range for any tournament or  

overnight fishing trip. 

* (w/ triple Mercury 350 Verados, trailer)
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T
back, plus two angled holders for trolling rods. 

Additional features included aft LED spreader 

lights, dome lights and an  electronics box.

I discovered horizontal racks for rods, gaffs, 

boat hooks and deck brushes under each gun-

wale. The bow deck featured lockable rod 

stowage and cavernous dry hatches.

Tilt-out compartments for tackle boxes 

The marina buzzed with activity as our five-person crew carted tackle, ice, drinks and camera gear to 

the new Wellcraft 262 Fisherman for a morning of trolling in the waters off Sarasota, Florida. Blue 

LED courtesy lights gave the 262 a mystical glow and helped guide our way in the pre-dawn darkness 

as we stepped aboard from the floating dock, using the starboard swim platform and transom door in 

the aft quarter.

Joining me on this warm September morning were local guide, Capt. Ron Gauthier; Wellcraft 

marine designer, Erik Rogers; Sport Fishing publisher, Dave Morel; and Sport Fishing videographer 

Chris Balogh.

SPACE CRAFT

I was struck by the amount of deck space aboard 

the 262. The crew had plenty of room to maneu-

ver, and enjoyed beaucoup stowage for tackle, 

including a row of six rod holders across the tran-

som and two holders abaft the helm seat. The 

deluxe hardtop (a $977 upgrade from the standard 

hardtop) featured five vertical holders across the 

Wellcraft’s new 262 
Fisherman is based on 
the same, proven deep-V 
running surface as its 
predecessor model, the 
252 Fisherman.

WELLCRAFT 262 

FISHERMAN
Blending Offshore Angling Efficiency with Style and Comfort

BY JIM HENDRICKS

BOATS
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reside within both inwales, and  

additional tackle stowage is found 

on each side of the covered optional 

25-gallon main livewell behind the 

deluxe helm seats (all part of the helm 

seat/baitwell $515 upgrade). An addi-

tional tackle-box compartment is 

located in the port quarter.

The livewell includes a huge, 

 tempered-safety-glass window for 

 keeping your eye on baits. Recesses with 

elastic cords keep items such as lure 

bags, hand towels and fishing caps secure 

while underway. The module is topped 

by a cutting board/bait-prep table.

We iced our drinks in the Orca 

42-quart cooler on the bow deck, which 

slides back and forth on tracks. Secured 

in the forward spot, it serves as a step up 

when manning the anchor or fighting a 

fish around the bow. Slide it back and 

add an upholstered pad, and it becomes 

a seat forward of the console. Our 

boat also featured the Family Package 

option ($2,462), which includes bow 

seating, side-mount table and remov-

able forward-facing backrests — great 

for those days when you want to take 

out family and friends for a cruise.

We loaded more ice in the two 

50- gallon fish boxes that flank the 

helm area, and put our bulky gear such 

as camera bags into the front- opening 

 center console. The door swings 

upward, making it easy to stow helium 

tanks for balloon-fishing or scuba tanks 

for diving. A permanent marine head 

with electric flush and holding tank is 

optional ($1,577) for this space.

DAWN PATROL

Gauthier fired up the twin Mercury 

250 Verado outboards just as the sun 

peeked over the horizon. He checked 

the Mercury VesselView display to 

make sure all engine parameters were 

normal, and then gave the command to 

cast off lines.

“We’re going to fish a wreck this 

morning,” Gauthier informed me as 

we cleared the docks and idled out of 

the channel. He called up the chart- 

plotter function on the optional Garmin 

GPSMAP 7610xsv multifunction dis-

play and pointed to a waypoint about 

12 miles offshore. “We might find some 

cobia or even permit,” he revealed. “But 

we will certainly get a barracuda or two.”

Gauthier brought up the Verados 

to 4,000 rpm, which propelled the 262 

across the flat water of Sarasota Bay at a 

brisk 38 mph. The sleek, tall tempered-

safety-glass windshield protected the 

bridge from wind blast yet offered 

excellent forward visibility.

Before exiting the bay, we stopped 

at the New Pass Grill & Bait Shop to 

pick up packs of frozen ballyhoo, which 

we stowed in the now-empty 17-gallon  

livewell in the starboard quarter. 

A freshwater faucet is integrated 

near the top of the livewell. A third,  

23-gallon covered livewell resides in 

the port quarter for taking extra bait.

As we headed offshore in calm and 

windless conditions, I perched in one 

of the two helm chairs that feature flip- 

up bolsters and fold-down armrests.  

Two tiers of footrests at the base of 

the console are positioned nicely for 

 bracing your legs.

Crew members standing in the aft 

cockpit while underway used the con-

venient handholds on the bait-prep 

table to steady themselves, while others 

deployed the fold-down transom bench 

seat to relax en route.
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PERFORMANCE

POWER ........Twin Mercury 250 Verado outboards

LOAD .................................. 106 gal. fuel, five crew

TOP SPEED .........................57.4 mph @ 6.000 rpm

TIME TO 30 MPH ....................................... 7.5 sec.

BEST MPG .................. 1.9 @ 33.8 mph (3,500 rpm)

HULL

LOA ......................................................... 26 ft. 4 in.

BEAM .................................................................9 ft.

DEADRISE ................................................... 21 deg.

DRY WEIGHT .......................5,500 lb. (w/o engine)

DRAFT ............................. 2 ft. 5 in. (engines down)

FUEL ............................................................158 gal.

MAX POWER ............................................... 500 hp

BASE MSRP ............................................ $130,323  

(w/ twin Mercury 250 Verados)

WELLCRAFT BOATS

Cadillac, Michigan

231-775-1351

wellcraft.com
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Above: A 17-gallon livewell resides in the 
port quarter; freshwater faucet is optional. 
Below: A 42-quart cooler serves as a step 
to the bow; slide it back on tracks for a seat 
forward of the console.
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’CUDA ATTACK
As we approached Gauthier’s wreck, 

he set out a pair of nylon-hair trolling 

lures with rigged ballyhoo underneath, 

 placing the rods in the angled rod hold-

ers on the hardtop. As we trolled along 

at about 1,000 rpm and 5 mph, it did 

not take long to find fish. The port rod 

doubled over and the clicker screamed. 

Rogers picked up the rod as line poured 

off the reel. He braced himself against 

the padded coaming bolsters in the port 

quarter as he battled the fish. Elsewhere 

in the boat, MarineMatt coaming 

 bolsters help cushion your legs.

At deep color, we could tell the fish 

was a great barracuda. Gauthier opened 

the optional inward-opening dive door 

($3,731) on the port side to lift the fish 

aboard for photos before release.

As we continued to troll, I checked 

out other features. This 262 featured 

the Scarab Offshore Package ($885), 

which includes MarineMatt decking at 

the helm, in the forward rod locker and 

at strategic points along the gunwales to 

protect fishing reels. You also get a tri-

tone gelcoat scheme, special  graphics 

and an upgraded cockpit interior.

In the bow, the 262 comes equipped 

with a stainless-steel anchor roller, and 

our boat featured the optional vertical 

windlass ($2,323).

My inspection was abruptly 

 interrupted by another hookup — a 

leaping fish astern eliminated any 

guesswork. It was a second barracuda. 

Rogers again took the rod and landed 

the fish in short order. At the same 

time, fish began to boil all around the 

boat, prompting Morel to cast a small 

lure from the bow. Almost immedi-

ately he hooked a small bonito. The 

wreck was alive with fish, and we went 

on that morning to catch several more 

 barracuda, as well as bonito and jacks.

NUMBERS GAME

After three hours of nonstop action, 

we decided to gather performance 

data. Carrying 106 gallons of fuel 

and spinning a Mercury Mirage Plus 

21-inch-pitch propeller, the 262 

reached 30 mph in 7.5 seconds. Top 

speed was 57.4 mph at 6,000 rpm, 

where the twin 250 hp Verados burned 

52 gallons of fuel per hour for 1.1 mpg. 

The best fuel efficiency occurred at 

33.8  mph (3,500 rpm), where the twin 

outboards burned 18 gallons per hour 

for 1.9 mpg.

Seas were flat during this Fish Trial, 

so I did not get the chance to thoroughly 

vet the rough-water capability of the 

262. Doubling back on our own wake 

gave me an idea of how well the deep-V 

hull would handle waves; the 262 landed 

smoothly and dryly every time.

During my turn at the wheel, I 

found that the hull handled marvel-

ously. It tracked straight and true with 

barely any correction needed to stay on 

course. Cornering at high speed proved 

predictable and comfortable, and close-

quarter maneuverability was superb 

thanks to the Mercury power steering 

and digital throttle and shift.

The 262 proves itself a capable 

fishing machine that offers great per-

formance and style. This Wellcraft 

also provides plenty of space and 

comfortable seating — important con-

siderations when taking out a boatload 

of people, be it on a serious offshore-

fishing trip or a leisurely cruise. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
about boats, electronics and accessories,  
visit VSRUWƓVKLQJPDJ���FRP�QHZ�ERDWV.

The 262 comes with a stainless-steel anchor 
roller. An optional vertical windlass makes it 
easy to anchor up to fish a wreck.
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Left: Wellcraft marine designer Erik Rogers 
proves that the new 262 can catch fish. 
Above: The optional deluxe helm seating 
module includes a 25-gallon livewell, 
viewing window and tackle-rigging table.
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“
south side of the Port of Miami. We arrived at 

the marina in less than 30 minutes.

FIRST CABIN

While the crew gingerly loaded live bait in the 

twin, pressurized 40-gallon transom livewells, I 

explored the step-down center cabin, accessible 

via a pocket door on the port side of the bridge 

“Push it hard. We’re late,” said Gus Solis, the go-for-the-gusto president of Gus’ Toy Box (GTB), the 

Contender Boats dealer in Key Largo, Florida. Capt. Treavor Frins nodded in agreement and asked 

everyone to get ready for a blazing run.

We were aboard the new Contender 39 Fisharound, outbound from Florida’s Homestead 

Bayfront Marina. An impatient live-bait dealer in the Miami Beach Marina was holding the last of 

his goggle eyes, threadfin herring and pilchards, and Solis did not want to keep him waiting on this 

October morning.

In the aft cockpit, Contender’s director of sales and marketing Jordan Delong, videographer 

Jake Snider, mate Jake Turek and I held tight 

as Frins turned north and punched the throt-

tles. Within seconds, the triple Yamaha F350 

outboards vaulted the big step hull to 58 mph 

at 5,000 rpm, running smoothly across the 

choppy waters of Biscayne Bay.

Handling also proved superb as we wound our 

way along the tricky shortcut channel extending 

north from the Rickenbacker Causeway to the 

The twin-step hull of 
Contender’s new 39 
Fisharound offers a 
supremely smooth ride 
and an excellent turn of 
speed when powered 
by triple Yamaha F350 
outboards. J
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CONTENDER 39 

FISHAROUND
A Serious Offshore Tournament Boat the Whole Family Will Love

BY JIM HENDRICKS

BOATS
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deck. Inside I found 6 feet 5 inches of 

headroom, a queen berth in the for-

ward area with a 19-inch flat-screen 

TV on a swivel mount, an enclosed 

head compartment on the port side 

with a uniquely designed bifold door 

that expands the privacy area for show-

ers, and a galley aft with a stove, sink, 

microwave and roomy drawer-style 

refrigerator/freezer.

“Each Contender is custom built to 

customer specifications,” Solis said. 

“This boat, for example, has a Koehler  

5 kW gas generator and a 7,500 BTU 

air-conditioning system for the cabin.”

Solis has assisted in sea trialing 

the 39, including taking it on a trip  

to the Bahamas, where he and his fam-

ily overnighted and found the AC 

indispensable. “We ran the generator 

almost all of the time,” he revealed. “It’s 

so quiet, you almost forget it’s there.”

Two topside features add to the 

 family appeal, including a transom 

bench seat that stretches from the 

port quarter to the inward-opening  

transom door in the starboard quarter. 

The seat proved easy to remove, which 

is what we did to clear the transom for 

action during our Fish Trial, stowing it 

in the cabin.

The 39 also reveals its softer side 

in an expansive padded lounge large 

enough for two people atop the forward 

portion of the cabin. Angled backrests 

invite even hardcore anglers to kick 

back and relax.

SMOOTH RUN

As we departed the marina and headed 

out through Miami’s Government Cut, 

I joined Capt. Frins at the helm, where 

he outlined his game plan. “We’re going 

to kite-fish for sails along the inner edge 

of the Gulf Stream,” he explained. Frins 

is the captain for the GTB-sponsored 

Hillbilly Deluxe fishing team, which 

took first place in the 2016 Cheeca Lodge 

Presidential Sailfish Tournament, based 

out of Islamorada, Florida.

Frins advanced the Yamaha 

 electronic-throttle controls, bringing 

the outboards to 4,000 rpm, where the 

boat ran at a very comfortable 44  mph 

in the 2- to 3-foot seas. The three-

across Llebroc helm seats with flip-up 

bolsters offered outstanding support. 

Each is electrically adjustable fore and 

aft to suit individual crew members. A 

wraparound, full-height polycarbonate 

windshield protected the helm.

A pair of flush-mounted Garmin 

GPSMAP 8617 17-inch multifunction 

displays — networked with the Garmin 

chirp fish finder, dome radar and auto-

pilot   — helped guide the way. We arrived 

at the fishing grounds in 200 feet of 

water near Fowey Light, and Frins 

ascended to the tower station, which 

featured a buggy top for shade and a 

networked Garmin GPSMAP 7608 

 display. While we did not use  outriggers 

on this trip, the tower  hardtop was also 

equipped with a pair of Rupp Z-30s.

PERFORMANCE

POWER ................. Triple Yamaha F350 outboards

LOAD ........... 250 gal. fuel, full livewells, four crew

TOP SPEED .........................68.2 mph @ 5,900 rpm

TIME TO 30 MPH .......................................... 9 sec.

BEST MPG ..................... 1.1 @ 44 mph (4,000 rpm)

HULL

LOA ......................................................... 39 ft. 1 in.

BEAM ..................................................10 ft. 10 inch

DEADRISE ................................................... 21 deg.

DRY WEIGHT .......................8,100 lb. (w/o engine)

DRAFT ..................................................... 1 ft. 10 in.

FUEL ............................................................500 gal.

MAX POWER ............................................ 1,400 hp

BASE MSRP ... $449,187 (w/ triple Yamaha F350s)

CONTENDER BOATS

Homestead, Florida

800-645-2906

contenderoffshore.com

JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 1

A tower (above) makes it easier to spot 
birds, weed lines and fish. The cabin (left) 
features a full galley, an enclosed head with 
a stand-up shower, and a queen berth with a 
TV. Air conditioning keeps it all cool.
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STABLE AND ABLE

A 10 to 15 mph breeze out of the north 

bucked the Gulf Stream current, result-

ing in ideal conditions for kite-fishing. 

The 10-foot-10-inch beam provided 

outstanding stability while deploying 

the kites.

The huge aft cockpit offered plenty 

of room to work. Plus, the tackle storage 

and rigging station with a foldout table, 

including six rod holders, abaft the helm 

seats served as a convenient location 

to tie up lines. A 67-quart Frigid Rigid 

cooler at the base of the station extends 

aft at the push of a button for easy access 

to drinks or frozen baits.

The crew barely got the baits out 

when a sailfish attacked the left middle 

line. Solis grabbed the rod, free-spooled 

the reel to let the sail eat, then pushed 

forward the lever drag and wound tight 

to set the hook. The fish uncorked a 

series of leaps in a northerly direction. 

Eighteen-inch-wide walkways aside the 

cabin allowed Solis to quickly follow  

the fish forward. A grit-style nonskid 

sole assured excellent traction.

While Solis battled the fish, I noticed 

that the forward gunwales are virtually 

the same height as those in the stern — 

about 25 inches all around — making it 

easy to work a fish around the bow. The 

level-deck design eliminates tripping 

points, and the down slope from bow 

to stern quickly channels any water aft. 

Deep gutters around hatches facilitate 

swift drainage of the self-bailing deck.

A recessed grab rail in the bow offers 

a place to hold on in rough seas. For 

those days when you want to anchor 

on a wreck, this 39 featured an in-stem 

anchor chute and roller, plus a Lewmar 

horizontal windlass concealed in the 

anchor locker.

FEATURES

UNDERFOOT

Within about 10 minutes, Solis had 

the fish boatside for release. While we 

moved south a couple of miles to reset 

the kites, I checked out some of the 

features under the deck, including a 

cavernous dry-storage compartment 

forward. A pair of massive fish lockers 

flank the deck in the aft cockpit. You 

also have the option to order a third 

belowdecks livewell.

The vented pump box in the bilge 

of the 39 Fisharound is  well-suited 

to deliver a steady stream of 

 life-sustaining water — free of aeration 

— to the wells, thanks to three pumps 

and three outlets. A clear acrylic cover 

lets you keep an eye on the water level 

in the pump box.

A second sail bit soon after the 

first, and this one put on an astonish-

ing aerial display. Solis fought the fish 

around the boat twice before bringing it 

 boatside for another release.

With two sails on the scoreboard and 

a squall line on the horizon, we decided 

to call it a morning and head back to 

the dock to offload two crew members, 

and then run out to the bay to collect 

performance data. With 250 gallons of 

fuel, livewells full of water and bait, and 

four people aboard, the 39 Fisharound 

jumped on plane in 5.5 seconds and 

reached 30 mph in 9 seconds.

Turning Yamaha Saltwater Series II 

23-inch-pitch, three-blade stainless-

steel propellers on the outside motors 

and a Yamaha XL 24-inch-pitch, four-

blade stainless prop on the center 

engine, the 39 reached a top speed of 

68.2 mph at 5,900 rpm, where the triple 

F350 Yamahas burned 98 gallons per 

hour for .69 mpg.

The most economical speed 

occurred at 44 mph (4,000 rpm) with 

the triple outboards burning 40 gallons 

per hour for 1.1 mpg. That equates to 

more than 500 miles of cruising range 

based on the 500-gallon fuel capacity.

Today, even the most ardent anglers 

appreciate creature comforts, espe-

cially when kids and spouses wish 

to step aboard. Contender’s new 

39  Fisharound was designed for this 

21st-century mindset, artfully blending 

a swift and capable offshore tourna-

ment machine with softer features that 

all family members can enjoy. 

FOR MORE INFORMATION
about boats, electronics and accessories,  
visit VSRUWƓVKLQJPDJ���FRP�QHZ�ERDWV.

Gus Solis battles a sailfish from the bow 
of the 39 Fisharound, where the gunwale 
height is the same as in the stern.
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SIMRAD-YACHTING.COM

Go With Confidence

Download and upload maps, software, and apps
direct to your fishfinder / chartplotter.

SIMPLICITY.  

CLARITY. CONTROL.
INTRODUCING NSS EVO3 F EATU RI N G  D I SPLAYS

Discover exceptional clarity, wide viewing angles, and 

enhanced controls for easier display operation in all 

conditions. Cruise, fish, and experience an unprecedented 

level of built-in functionality on the all-new NSS evo3. 

 All-weather touchscreen

 SolarMax HD™ Display

 Integrated echosounder

 True dual-channel CHIRP

 Highly expandable system

 Built-in GoFree™ Wi-Fi

select from 7, 9, 12 and 16-inch models.

Precise, reliable control  
with greater visibility.
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BY CHRIS WOODWARD

AN ANGLER’S BEST friend might 

be his fish finder, but radar should at 

least be a cherished companion. Radar 

can help locate birds — and, therefore, 

fish — and it adds a valuable element 

of safety in bad weather, at night or in 

high-traffic situations.

Significant changes to radar 

technology over the past eight years 

make those statements even more 

apropos. In 2009, Simrad introduced 

BR24 Broadband, the first recreational 

marine solid-state radar on the market, 

which used Frequency Modulated 

Continuous Wave technology. Since 

then, the company debuted 3G ($1,499) 

and then 4G ($1,999) radar, with FMCW, 

and in 2015, Halo ($4,500 to $5,500) 

— a solid-state product that employs 

pulse-compression technology.

In 2016, Raymarine (Quantum; 

$1,599), Furuno (DRS4D-NXT; $2,600) 

and Garmin (Fantom; $1,999 to $7,499) 

Adam Murphy, Raymarine global 

product manager for radars and sonars.

Magnetron radars came first — in 

the 1940s. But don’t let that anachro-

nism fool you. The improvements made 

to digitally processing the magnetron 

radar’s returns have brought the tech-

nology light-years forward. To be sure, 

both magnetron and solid-state radars 

still have a place on the water.

The two differ in several key ways.

Magnetron radars of equivalent 

size weigh more and emit a much 

higher-powered microwave pulse — in 

kilowatts compared with watts for solid 

state. On the other hand, solid-state 

units can operate very efficiently with 

their lower power, and have sensitive 

receive components, Murphy says.

Because of the magnetron’s 

significant microwave emissions, 

some question their safety; others say 

a human would need truly prolonged 

exposure to suffer any ill effects. 

Either way, some companies, such as 

Garmin, have created operational safe 

zones within their systems so the radar 

doesn’t emit a pulse as it sweeps by the 

helm station.

SEE WHAT’S OUT THERE
VA ST I M P R OV E M E N T S  I N  T E C H N O LO GY
I M P R OV E  R A DA R ’ S  S A F E T Y N E T

entered the solid-state radar race with 

pulse-compression units and, in the 

case of Furuno and Garmin, a perennial 

weather favorite: Doppler technology.

But what does all that mean, and 

how can it help fishermen? Let’s 

 deconstruct the fancy words.

MAGNETRON 

VS. SOLID STATE

When I first heard “solid state” applied 

to radars, I have to say, I thought way 

back to “solid-state — transistor — 

radios,” which says something about my 

age. But when talking about radar, solid 

state simply means the product uses 

circuit boards instead of vacuum tubes 

or, more recently, chambers, explains 

Garmin introduced its solid-state Fantom radomes, 

featuring Doppler technology, in November. 

Doppler detects approaching vessels and shows 

them in bright colors to signal a threat.

BOATS
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Simrad’s Halo radar, left, debuted in 2015 as a 

solid-state unit with pulse compression, which is 

DNLQ�WR�FKLUS�VRQDU�LQ�Ɠ�VK�Ɠ�QGHUV��7KH�FRPSDQ\�

pioneered recreational solid-state radar.



4 5S P O R T F I S H I N G M A G . C O M

JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 1

The magnetron’s powerful signal 

usually means it picks up small targets 

much farther away than solid state, 

making it the best option for bird radar. 

Furuno’s new DRS6A X-Class ($5,395 

to $6,240), a magnetron product, was 

specifically designed and dialed in to 

find birds.

Solid-state technology sees closer-

in targets — some even a mere 15 to 

20 feet away — much more clearly.

Magnetron radars require a warmup 

period. Heating the magnetron to get it 

on frequency used to take as much as 

two and a half minutes, says Furuno’s 

Tim Moore, general manager of the 

company’s East Coast facility. But that 

waiting time has been reduced to about 

60 seconds.

Historically, magnetron radars failed 

much earlier in their life span — after 

about 3,000 or 4,000 hours — compared 

with solid-state products that can last 

hundreds of thousands of hours. But 

new magnetrons have nearly caught up.

OPERATIONAL

UPDATES

With solid state has come the use of 

pulse-compression technology, which 

is similar to chirp in fish finders. The 

emitted signal changes in frequency, and 

results in much higher target resolution. 

Users can now discern two separate 

targets that are spaced tightly together.

Exactly how each company uses 

pulse compression can differ. Simrad’s 

Halo radar appears unique: “One 

pulse and five chirps stitch together 

into a comprehensive display,” says 

Mark Harnett, Simrad product 

manager. “The chirps increase in 

frequency as they go out. We’re always 

transmitting the appropriate chirp for 

that specific range.”

Other companies use fewer pulses or 

chirps. “Quantum sends out a pulse and 

then waits and listens for the return,” 

Murphy says. “But the pulses are 

smaller, so you don’t have to wait long 

to receive.”

Shorter-range radars also don’t 

(moving more than 3 knots) in red (or in 

one case with Garmin, magenta).

All of Garmin’s Fantoms feature 

an industry-leading (for solid state) 

40 watts of output power, which bests 

its competitors by 15 to 20 watts. 

Fantom 4 and 6 antennas spin at 24 

or 48 rpm, depending on mode, and 

range out to 72 nm. Fantoms 18 and 24 

operate at those same rpm rates and 

show targets to 48 nm.

Furuno’s NXT features a three-

speed motor that operates at 48 rpm on 

short range, 36 rpm at slightly longer 

ranges, and finally 24 rpm at its farthest 

range of 36 nm. It also employs beam-

sharpening or -narrowing techniques 

(as do Raymarine and Simrad) that can 

dial up target detail.

FANTASY FUTURE

In coming years, marine-electronics 

companies expect to grow pulse-

compression technology out of its 

infancy. “With signal processing, we’ll 

refine the technology even more. As 

costs come down, we’ll start to see more 

power in pulse compression. We could 

see smaller radars as well,” says Lindsay 

Lilburn, Simrad systems engineer.

But what about 10 or 15 years down 

the road? Very expensive phased-array 

technology could eventually come 

down in price, making some form of 

3-D radar possible. Nanotechnology 

too could spread to the marine niche, 

miniaturizing components and 

putting tiny systems along the edge of 

a T-top. Imagine that! 

need multiple pulses. For instance, 

depending on which size open-array 

antenna you buy for Halo, you can 

expect to see targets up to 72 nm away. 

Quantum’s dome radar units — which 

incidentally work off the Wi-Fi from a 

Raymarine display, or via hard wiring — 

range out to 24 nm.

Solid state has also ushered in the 

use of Doppler technology to provide 

users an almost instant and detailed 

look at approaching vessels. Doppler, 

used in terrestrial weather forecasting 

and explained as the ability to discern a 

signal leaving from a signal approaching 

by its frequency or pitch change, clearly 

shows any potential collision threats on 

the water.

Garmin introduced its Fantom 4- 

and 6-foot open arrays with Doppler in 

February and its dome versions (Fantom 

18 and 24) in November. Furuno intro-

duced its NXT 24-inch Doppler radome 

this past February. Both companies’ 

products show approaching targets 

Raymarine’s 

solid-state 

Quantum radar 

employs a dome 

that connects 

wirelessly (or 

with a hard-wire 

connection) to 

the company’s 

compatible multi-

function displays.

Furuno introduced its 24-inch solid-state  

DRS4D-NXT radome this past February. NXT 

features pulse compression and employs Doppler 

technology, which aids in collision avoidance.
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EASTWARD COASTAL 2200
DAVE EAST HAS 23 years of experience 

building boats, and has piloted, tested 

and written about hundreds of others. 

His new Eastward Coastal 2200, built 

in Port St. Lucie, Florida, brings all of 

that on-water experience together in a 

hybrid bay/offshore center console.

The 2200 features an aggressive 

44-degree bow entry with 17 degrees of 

deadrise aft. The cockpit offers 22 inches 

of freeboard for additional safety. The 

2200 comes in the Coastal version — a 

center console — as well as the Family 

Fisherman (dual console) and the Bass 

and Bays version (side console).

The Coastal’s cockpit features lock-

able rod storage for 10 outfits, including 

9-foot fly rods, and dual livewells aft. 

The bow casting platform features large 

hatches for dry storage, and the helm 

seating includes upholstered captains’ 

chairs that conform to your body.

Capable of handling up to a 200 hp 

outboard, the 2200 with an Evinrude 

E-TEC G2 200 hit a top speed of 52 

mph, achieving 2.8 mpg, according to 

East’s testing. The boat can carry 72 

gallons of fuel.

ROBALO’S NEW FLAGSHIP center 

console R302 features a Kevlar-

reinforced hull with a 10-year limited 

warranty, and offers conveniences for 

anglers and comfort for families. At 

the bow, molded-in backrests provide 

cushioning but don’t get in the way 

when you need to throw a cast net or 

wrestle a fish around the anchor line.

Livewells behind the helm unit and in 

the transom offer plenty of bait storage, 

while 245 gallons of insulated fish-box 

space lets you store quite a catch. The 

transom bench seat flips down out of the 

way to open up the cockpit.

Standard features include a 

powder-coated hardtop with rod 

holders, electronics box, LED spreader 

ROBALO R302

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA .....................................................................22 ft.

Beam .............................................................8 ft. 6 in.

Dry Weight ............................. 1,900 lb. (w/o engine)

Draft ..............................................................1 ft. 3 in.

Transom Deadrise ......................................... 17 deg.

MSRP ........................................... $26,900 (boat only)

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA .............................................................29 ft. 2 in.

Beam ...........................................................10 ft. 6 in.

Dry Weight ..............................8,920 lb. (w/ engines)

Draft ..............................................................1 ft. 9 in.

Transom Deadrise ......................................... 21 deg.

MSRP .................... $147,895 (w/ twin Yamaha F300s)

BY CHRIS WOODWARD

BY CHRIS WOODWARD

BOATS

The leaning post offers flip-up 

 bolsters and armrests, and the helm 

unit features a 70-quart pullout cooler 

and storage for tackle boxes and gear.

The R302 holds 300 gallons of fuel 

and can carry up to 700 horsepower.

lights and dual-color map lights; trim 

tabs with indicator lights; power-

assisted hydraulic steering; and a 

walk-through transom door. The 

helm’s custom-bonded windshield 

comes with an overhead vent.
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BUCKET STOWAGE

ALMOST EVERY SERIOUS ƓVKLQJ�ERDW�KDV�DW�OHDVW�RQH�ƓYH�JDOORQ�EXFNHW�

RQ�ERDUG�IRU�VHFXULQJ�FDVW�QHWV��WKDZLQJ�EDLW��VWRZLQJ�WUROOLQJ�OXUHV��RU�

MXVW�VHUYLQJ�DV�D�WUDVK�UHFHSWDFOH��2IWHQ�\RX�QHHG�WR�NHHS�WKH�EXFNHW�

KDQG\��EXW�\RX�DOVR�ZDQW�WR�SUHYHQW�LW�IURP�EHFRPLQJ�D�WULSSLQJ�KD]DUG��

,�UHFHQWO\�VDZ�WKH�EHVW�PHWKRG�HYHU�IRU�DFKLHYLQJ�WKLV�DERDUG�Advanced 

5RRƓQJ��D�6HD9HH�����=�WKDW�ƓVKHV�RXW�RI�3RPSDQR�%HDFK��)ORULGD��7KH�

ƓUVW�VWHS�RQ�WKH�WRZHU�ODGGHUV�ZHUH�VHPLOXQDWH��WKXV�DOVR�VHUYLQJ�DV�

EUDFNHWV�IRU�EXFNHWV��3XUH�JHQLXV��,I�\RXōUH�KDYLQJ�D�WRZHU�RU�KDUGWRS�EXLOW�

IRU�\RXU�ERDW��WKLQN�DERXW�LQFRUSRUDWLQJ�WKLV�FOHYHU�LGHD��— JH

FLASHLIGHT CLIPS

AT NIGHT, FINDING�D�ŴDVKOLJKW�TXLFNO\�FDQ�EHFRPH�D�WRS�SULRULW\��HVSHFLDOO\�LI�\RX�VHQVH�

DQ�LPSHQGLQJ�HPHUJHQF\�DQG�QHHG�WR�FKHFN�WKH�ELOJH��VFDQ�WKH�ZDWHUV�DKHDG�IRU�ŴRDWLQJ�

REVWUXFWLRQV��RU�PDNH�VXUH�WKH�DQFKRU�OLQH�LV�VHFXUH��7KDWōV�ZK\�,�FOLS�D�ŴDVKOLJKW�QHDU�WKH�KHOP�

DQG�NHHS�D�VHFRQG�ŴDVKOLJKW�LQ�WKH�DIW�FRFNSLW��7KHUH�DUH�D�QXPEHU�RI�FOLSV�DYDLODEOH��LQFOXGLQJ�

%HFNVRQ�&OLSSHU�FOLSV��DERXW����SHU�SDLU�IRU�WKH��~�LQFK�FOLSV���3HUNR�VWDLQOHVV�VWHHO�VSULQJ�FODPSV�

�DERXW����SHU�SDLU�IRU�WKH�5ŝ8�LQFK�PRGHO��DQG�6HDFKRLFH�UXEEHU�VWRUDJH�FOLSV��DERXW����SHU�SDLU�IRU�WKH���LQFK��

PRGHO���3LFN�WKH�PRGHO�WKDW�EHVW�ƓWV�\RXU�ŴDVKOLJKW��.HHS�\RXU�ŴDVKOLJKW�VHFXUH�RQ�WKH�ERDW��DQG�\RX�ZLOO�DOZD\V�

NQRZ�ZKHUH�WR�ƓQG�LW��HYHQ�LQ�WKH�GDUN��— Jim Hendricks

PENCIL HOLDER

WHILE CAPTAINING MY RZQ�ERDW��,�RIWHQ�QHHG�WR�MRW�WKLQJV�GRZQ��VXFK�

DV�PDLQWHQDQFH�UHPLQGHUV�RU�WKH�OHQJWK�RI�WKDW�ELJ�ƓVK�ZH�UHOHDVHG��RU�

TXLFNO\�QRWH�WKH�ORFDWLRQ�RI�D�KRW�ELWH�,�KHDUG�DERXW�RYHU�WKH�9+)��6R�,�

EXLOW�D�VSHFLDO�KROGHU�DW�WKH�KHOP�IRU�SHQFLOV�DQG�SHQV��,W�LV�VLPSO\�D�EORFN�

,�URXWHUHG�IURP�D�SLHFH�RI�.LQJ�6WDUERDUG��,�GULOOHG�D�FRXSOH�RI�YHUWLFDO�

KROHV�LQ�WKH�EORFN�DQG�WKHQ�PRXQWHG�LW�RQ�WKH�GDVK��%XW�\RX�FDQ�DOVR�EX\�D�WHDN�

ZRRG�SHQFLO�SHQ�KROGHU�IURP��7HDNZRUNV�X�IRU������,W�KROGV�ƓYH�SHQFLOV�DQG�SHQV��DQG�

ZLOO�PRXQW�WR�DQ\�YHUWLFDO�VXUIDFH��1RZ�DOO�\RX�KDYH�WR�UHPHPEHU�LV�D�SLHFH�RI�SDSHU��— JH

7KH�ƓUVW�VWHS�
RQ�WKH�ODGGHU�
IRU�WKH�WRZHU�

RQ�WKLV�ERDW�LV�
GHVLJQHG�WR�

DOVR�VHUYH�DV� 
D�EUDFNHW�IRU�D� 

ƓYH�JDOORQ�
EXFNHW��7KLV�
NHHSV�WKH�

EXFNHW�VHFXUH�
DQG�KDQG\��\HW�
RXW�RI�WKH�ZD\�

HANDY FOAM
POOL NOODLES AND SLSH��

LQVXODWLRQ�PDGH�IURP�FORVHG�FHOO�

IRDP�FDQ�EH�SXW�WR�JRRG�XVH�RQ�D�

ƓVKLQJ�ERDW��,�OLNH�WR�VOLFH�RSHQ�WKH�IRDP�

WXEHV�ORQJLWXGLQDOO\�ZLWK�D�VKDUS�NQLIH�

�SLSH�LQVXODWLRQ�FRPHV�SUH�VOLFHG��DQG�WKHQ�

FXW�SLHFHV�WR�ƓW�DURXQG�D�UDLO�RU�VWDQFKLRQ��6HFXUH�HDFK�

SLHFH�ZLWK�D�FRXSOH�RI�SODVWLF�]LS�WLHV�DQG�XVH�WKH�IRDP�

OLNH�D�SLQ�FXVKLRQ�WR�VWRZ�KRRNV�DQG�ULJJLQJ�QHHGOHV��

<RX�FDQ�DOVR�XVH�SLHFHV�RI�WKH�IRDP�WR�ZUDS�XS�OHDGHUV�

DQG�VDIHO\�VWRZ�WKRVH�VWLFN\�6DELNL�ULJV��<RXōOO�ƓQG�WKDW�D�

��IRRW�ORQJ�SRRO�QRRGOH�VHOOV�IRU�DERXW�����$���IRRW�ORQJ�

SLHFH�RI�SLSH�LQVXODWLRQ�UHWDLOV�IRU�DERXW��������— JH
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BOATS
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CARBON CRAZE
CA R B O N - F I B E R  T E C H N O LO GY D E C R E A S E S  W E I G H T 
A N D  I N C R E A S E S  ST I F F N E S S  I N  B OAT S  A N D  ACC E S S O R I E S

BY JIM HENDRICKS

When someone mentions 

carbon fiber, you might 

think of a helm panel with 

that popular faux-fiber 

pattern. Yet genuine carbon-

fiber construction has only 

recently begun to permeate 

the marine industry. It’s 

currently used by a limited 

number of marine manufac-

turers but will increasingly 

weave its way aboard our 

fishing boats.

Perfected in the  aerospace 

industry, sophisticated 

carbon-fiber construction 

has replaced many tradi-

tional aluminum structures 

in new commercial aircraft. 

Boeing ’s 787 Dreamliner, 

for example, uses carbon-

fiber  construction for half of 

material and resin, owing 

to the carbon fiber’s greater 

strength and stiffness.

“The lighter the boat, the 

more efficient it becomes,” 

says Nagler. Top speeds also 

increase. “We have found 

6 to 7 mph increases in our 

bigger boats,” he reveals.

In addition, lighter 

boats tend to float higher, 

and that makes carbon-

fiber applications ideal for 

its airframe to save weight 

while maintaining strength 

and stiffness.

LIGHTEN UP

The same techniques have 

been adopted by boat brands 

such as Barker Boats, Hell’s 

Bay, Maverick Boats and 

Yellowfin Yachts.

Carbon fiber cuts 20 to 

24 percent of the overall boat 

weight versus fiberglass, 

says Wylie Nagler, president 

of Yellowfin Yachts, which 

has offered carbon-fiber 

 construction in its boats 

ranging from 17 to 42 feet 

since 2015. Boats using 

construction are lighter 

because they require less 

flats boats, says Charlie 

Johnson, director of mar-

keting for Maverick Boat 

Group (MBG). The Maverick 

line includes three Mirage 

flats models: the 17 HPX-S, 

17 HPX-V and 18 HPX-V

“Maverick’s flats boats 

use a combination of carbon 

fiber, Kevlar and Carbon-

Kevlar fiber in a proprietary 

resin-infusion system known 

as VARIS,” Johnson explains. 

This results in boats that 

weigh about 25 percent less 

than comparable  fiberglass 

flats models. “As a result, 

Maverick boats draw less 

water and are easier to 

 push-pole,” Johnson says.

STIFFNESS

FACTOR

Carbon fiber’s stiffness has 

led companies such as Rupp 

Marine and Taco Marine 

to use it for outrigger poles. 

“The stiffness of carbon-

fiber poles eliminates the 

whipping action common to 

aluminum or fiberglass poles 

while trolling in rough seas,” 

says Jose Chao, strategic 

product category manager 

for Taco. This helps keep 

baits and lures from being 

unnaturally flung out of the 

water while trolling.

You’ll see increasing use 

of carbon-fiber construction 

in accessories in the next 

few years, Chao says. The 

stiffness and light weight of 

carbon fiber will supplant 

aluminum and even stainless 

steel in marine in parts such J
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Carbon fiber is used 
in much of Yellowfin 
Yachts’ Carbon 39 
(above), trimming 
2,400 pounds from 
the fiberglass model. 
The dark, woven 
carbon-fiber material 
is visible in the 39’s 
cavernous bilge com-
partment (below).
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cigarette-ash gray after a year or two of 

constant sun exposure.

To combat such degradation, make 

sure the carbon-fiber poles you buy 

feature a barrier coating. Taco’s carbon-

fiber Tele-Outriggers, for instance, are 

sprayed with multiple applications of 

Awlgrip marine clear coat. “This pro-

vides long-term protection and keeps 

the poles looking good,” Chao says.

At the same time, proper care and 

maintenance is essential. This includes 

washing the poles with soap and water 

after every use to clean away damaging 

salt residue. Lubricating the contact 

points of telescoping poles with light 

oil helps keep salt from making its way 

inside the tubes and damaging the out-

rigger from within. If you don’t plan to 

use your outriggers for a long period of 

time, remove and store them indoors.

ELECTRIFYING

NEWS

Unlike fiberglass, carbon fibers conduct 

electricity. That poses a challenge 

for boatbuilders using this material 

because a boat essentially becomes 

one big conductor. “You have to be 

very conscientious about electrical 

grounding issues and where and how 

you run wires,” says Nagler. “We have 

as seat pedestals. “The more weight you 

can take out of a boat without sacrific-

ing strength, the more fuel efficient it 

becomes,” he points out.

While some brands offer entire boats 

built from high-tech fibers, others fea-

ture such construction only where extra 

stiffness is required. In MBG’s Cobia and 

Pathfinder lines, for example, carbon 

fiber is used to reinforce the foam-filled 

prisma beams supporting the decks in 

these boats, Johnson points out.

SHIFTING WEIGHT

Building a carbon-fiber boat is not as 

simple as swapping out fiberglass with 

the high-tech fibers. Lamination sched-

ules, resins and infusion techniques 

differ significantly, says Nagler. “Epoxy 

resins, for instance, are often used with 

carbon-fiber construction. But gelcoat 

won’t stick to epoxy,” he says. So a boat 

built with epoxy has to be painted. 

Changing the overall weight of the 

boat also calls for re-evaluating 

the  center of gravity (COG). Because the 

weight of the outboard engines doesn’t 

change, a carbon-fiber version tends 

to be more stern heavy and will ride 

bow high unless the COG is shifted for-

ward for balance. Relocating elements 

such as the fuel, water and waste tanks 

effectively moves the COG.

One school of thought holds that 

heavier boats ride more smoothly 

because the heft tends to more easily 

slice through waves and cushion the 

jolts of rough seas. Yet Nagler points out 

that there are a number of factors that 

determine how smoothly a boat rides.

“The stiffness of a carbon-fiber boat 

is better at punching through waves,” 

he explains. “Plus, because the boat is 

lighter, it rides higher and can better 

get on top of the waves while underway 

to smooth the ride.”

UV PROTECTION

Shielding carbon-fiber components 

from the damaging rays of the sun is 

particularly important, says Chao. 

Boats feature gelcoat or marine paint 

for UV protection, but carbon-fiber 

outriggers traditionally have been left 

uncoated. As a result, the fibers turn a 

learned how to do it properly.”

To minimize electrical issues, 

Yellowfin uses only fiberglass con-

struction for its center consoles, where 

many of the boat’s electrical elements 

are housed.

The conductivity of carbon-fiber 

outrigger poles is also important to 

keep in mind when you are caught in 

a thunderstorm. Retract the poles as 

quickly as possible in such conditions.

Ultimately, cost represents the 

 biggest impediment to the widespread 

application of carbon-fiber  technology 

in boats. “It adds considerably to the 

cost,” says Johnson. Raw materials are 

five to six times more expensive than 

conventional materials, he reveals. 

That results in a 25 percent increase in 

the price of an MBG carbon-fiber boat.

Nagler calculates the cost 

increase another way. “Carbon-fiber 

construction adds about $1,000 per lin-

ear foot to the cost of the boat,” he says.

These kinds of increases extend into 

the marine-accessory market, where 

carbon-fiber components cost more 

than three times as much as aluminum 

pieces, says Chao. A pair of Taco 15-foot 

aluminum Tele-Outrigger poles retails 

for about $500, while a pair of Taco 

16-foot carbon-fiber Tele- Outrigger 

poles sells for about $1,700.

Will prices come down in the ensuing 

years? Time will tell. In the meantime, if 

you want a boat that floats higher, runs 

faster and fishes farther, or stiffer out-

riggers that refuse to whip, you’ll have to 

pony up to satisfy your carbon craze. 

Carbon-fiber outrigger poles are stiffer than 
aluminum or fiberglass poles, so the carbon 
poles are less likely to whip baits and lures 
out of the water.

JANUARY 2017  /  VOL 32 — ISSUE 1
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Fabulous and Funky Fishing Boats 
from Foreign and Familiar Lands

B Y  C H R I S 

W O O D W A R D

TEXAS

Tunnel-hull sled

PACIFIC

NORTHWEST

Aluminum monohull
PACIFIC

NORTHWEST

Wooden dory



5 1S P O R T F I S H I N G M A G . C O M

In the United States, the Southeast region claims the majority 

of the saltwater-fishing-boat market. The oceans and bays are 

dominated by fiberglass center console vessels. But that’s not 

the case in other countries, and indeed in other areas of the 

United States. Here’s a look at some of the most popular hull 

styles among sport fishermen around the world.

JAPAN

Walkaround with spanker

AUSTRALIA

Aluminum hardtopper

UNITED

KINGDOM

Fiberglass catamaran

SOUTH AFRICA

Ski boat
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JAPAN

“Fishing is at the heart of a Japanese person. 

They live for the salt water,” says Yamaha’s 

Hudson, the division manager for marine 

product development who spends a good deal 

of time in Japan. “The boat designs are quite 

different. Cabins are really popular. The boats 

have a high bow rail, and most of the rod holders 

are up front in the bow.”

Japanese small-boat fishermen use mostly 

lures and plugs to cast while drifting. Yamaha’s 

DFR (diesel fishing revolution) walkarounds 

feature a jutting, squarish foredeck that 

In Japan, fishermen cast 

artificials usually from 

the bow, so designs 

feature a broad platform 

and high bow rail 

(below). Below right: 

a walkaround with a 

spanker sail, which helps 

hold position.

extends beyond the forepeak. The high bow 

rail gives anglers a handhold or a leaning post 

in rough seas.

The average boating angler owns a 20- to 

30-foot cabin/pilothouse boat; larger vessels 

come with inboard power, and smaller ones 

carry outboards. Yamaha also makes a smaller 

bay boat with a single outboard as well as larger 

sport-fishing convertibles and expresses for the 

country’s burgeoning  recreational marlin fishery.

The aft sail — or spanker — available on 

some models helps Japanese fishermen hold 

position over a fishing spot, Hudson says. 

“Instead of just drifting, the boat turns on 

center. The spanker pivots everything on 

the center of gravity of the boat.”

The spanker is used in conjunction with the 

electronic throttle-and-shift, bumping in and 

out of gear, to create a virtual-anchor effect. The 

boat hovers despite wind and current. Because 

anglers usually fish from the bow, the aft sail 

creates no entanglement hazard.

These Japanese walkarounds also feature 

a deep, thick keel, which helps stabilize the 

A fishing boat with a sail? And you call that sail a ‘spanker?’”
My phone conversation with Yamaha’s Jeff Hudson and Ritsu Kadota just turned 

wildly interesting. I know that anglers around the world board a variety of purpose-built 
platforms to fish offshore and nearshore, but Yamaha’s walkaround-boat designs — 

unique to Japan and some with a small sail aft — caught me off-guard.
Ditto the dory. The more I read about Pacific City, Oregon’s iconic dory fishing boats, the more my 

imagination churned. Pacific City guards the 115-year tradition of dories, which anglers launch off the beach into 
sometimes-enormous coastal swells.

Fishing and boating, like all things cultural, can vary across states and continents. Recreational anglers in the 
fishing-centric Southeast United States (like me) prefer a fiberglass center console. But we here do not deal with 
frigid water temperatures, rocky coastlines, or trailering and launch issues.

To explore some of our global nautical diversity, I queried Sport Fishing contributors and friends, and 
boatbuilders from around the globe. Here’s just a glimpse of what the rest of the world — and some select 
portions of our country — call a “fishing boat.”
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get through the surf line and out to sea.

“As of the present, twin-hulled, or 

catamaran-style, craft in the 14- to 20-foot class 

are being used in the above launch sites. Craft 

of similar design in the 18- to 30-foot class are 

being used from semiprotected launch sites as 

well as harbors. Cat-style hulls make up about 

75 percent of the craft up to 30 feet and mono-

hulls the remainder. In line with South Africa’s 

road-trailering regulations, most craft are less 

than 8½ feet in width.”

A 20-foot boat listed on the website for 

Z-Craft, a popular builder in the region, shows 

a hull weight of about 1,350 pounds and a draft 

measurement just shy of  a foot. Boat reviews 

talk about a proud bow in and out of the water, 

boasting a very dry ride.

“Smaller craft are either built with forward-

console or center-console configurations, 

whereas the bigger craft over 24 feet are gener-

ally forward consoles with enclosed cabins. 

The deck layouts are conveniently designed to 

ensure maximum fishability, and follow your 

American designs quite closely. Decks must be 

self-draining, of course, since they often take a 

wave during surf launches.”

Because of those wet  conditions, ski boats 

often employ a false transom forward of the 

motors, which encloses the cockpit, Bursik says. 

Into that bulkhead, which some U.S. designs C
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boat’s track; an extended bow chine improves 

the dryness of the ride. I couldn’t find informa-

tion about deadrise and draft, though the vessels 

appear beamy and flat aft.

Most Japanese fishing boats come with 

in-sole storage and fish boxes to ice down a 

fresh catch, Hudson says. A few models also 

offer release wells, based on Yamaha’s website 

photography. Rods and reels are generally 

stowed inside the pilothouse, which can be air-

conditioned; many come with a sleeping berth.

The average cost for a 20- to 30-foot 

recreational fishing boat ranges from $30,000 to 

$100,000 in U.S. dollars.

SOUTH AFRICA

Longtime fisherman and Ski-Boat magazine 

publisher Erwin Bursik lived through the evolu-

tion of South Africa’s smaller, beach-launch 

craft, known as ski boats. In these notes, he 

described to me this most popular style of 

recreational-fishing vessel for the region:

“The offshore craft used in South African 

waters has a long history, adapting from a glori-

fied paddle ski in the 1940s and early 1950s to the 

largely twin-outboard craft in use today. One of 

the primary criteria needed during this transi-

tion was the craft’s ability to be pushed into the 

surf off a beach, and then it had to be capable of 

turning very quickly before taking a breaker to 

South Africa’s ski boats 

have evolved from 

motorized paddleboards 

to fiberglass catamarans, 

often with twin-outboard 

power. Many of these 

vessels launch from 

the beach for lack of 

convenient marinas.



AUSTRALIA

Although Bar Crusher builds boats from 16 

to 26 feet in length with varying layouts, the 

Australian company says 22- to 24-foot hard-

toppers probably prove most popular. Bar 

Crusher’s 670HT (22 feet) and 730HT (24 feet) 

hardtop aluminum monohulls rank high among 

buyers, and the 670HT was named Australia’s 

Greatest Boat by a group of national boating 

writers, Bar Crusher says.

Both boats feature a forward helm encapsu-

lated on the front, top, and sides by metal and 

glass. The company says full pilothouse versions 

are available for some models, but this hardtop 

style protects anglers from spray and most rain.

Australia’s metal boats date back about 

similarly feature, they install livewells and tuna 

tubes that they term “luna” tubes.

“Motors are 100 percent outboards for surf-

launch boats and range from twin 40 hp to twin 

200 hp outboards. Of the craft exiting harbors, 

the majority use outboards; some use Z-drives 

and shaft drives, but very few use IPS drives.”

To fuel these engines, about 80  percent of 

South African boaters use a series of 25-liter 

plastic containers stowed beneath the cockpit 

sole, rather than a built-in fuel tank. “Ninety 

percent of our launch sites are not marina or 

harbor related, and therefore fuel has to be 

carried over fair distances,” Bursik says. “It’s 

easier to do this in the containers than drag a boat 

long distances to fill directly into inboard tanks.”

Australia’s Bar Crusher 

boat company builds 

a variety of vessels, 

including these 22- and 

24-foot hardtoppers. 

Aluminum has been the 

material of choice for 

most Aussie boats for the 

past 70 years.
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That technology likely comes in handy aboard 

these modern metal machines. With their 

slender beams — 7 feet 9 inches for the 22 and 

8 feet for the 24 — these boats would naturally 

roll side to side a bit faster, though they should 

offer a better ride in rough seas (particularly 

with their 18- to 20-degree transom deadrise 

angles). Typical American fiberglass boats of 

this same size commonly carry 8½ feet of beam.

But Aussie anglers use these boats for 

everything from marlin and tuna fishing 

to barramundi at the river mouths, so a 

comfortable ride and stability become crucial.

Bar Crusher offers fishing features similar 

to our familiar packages: coaming around the 

cockpit, foldaway transom seat, step-through 

transom, and in-sole fish boxes. They also outfit 

fishing boats with livewells, a cutting board with 

a chum bucket, and plenty of rod holders.

UNITED KINGDOM

Frequent SF contributor Dave Lewis told me 

the following about his U.K. region’s small-boat 

evolution: “For many years, the charter fleet 

here in the U.K. consisted almost entirely of 

monohull single- or twin-inboard-diesel-engine 

boats licensed to take 10 to 12 anglers. In recent 

years there’s been a huge swing toward catama-

rans powered by twin outboards. Companies 

such as Isle of Wight-based Cheetah Marine 

have been at the forefront of this change.

“The leisure sport-fishing market has mostly 

been dominated by 16- to 19-foot trailerable 

boats, usually incorporating some form of open 

cuddy at the bow or a lockable cabin. Trailerable 

boats are still hugely popular, but many anglers 

now run 20- to 25-foot day cruisers they can 

keep berthed at a marina. Orkney Boats has long 

been at the forefront of the leisure side of the 

U.K. sport-fishing industry.” I sent emails across 

70 years, Bar Crusher says, when anglers 

started experimenting with riveting thin-gauge 

aluminum to build small roof-topper dinghies 

called “tinnies.” Today, builders use welded 

seams, 4 and 5 mm aluminum plating, a subfloor 

frame similar to a fiberglass stringer system, 

and sometimes a bit of unusual new technology.

Bar Crushers feature what the company 

calls its exclusive Quickflow water-ballast 

 technology, which stabilizes the boats at rest. 

The system utilizes a cavity that runs the full 

length of the keel and quickly fills with water 

when the boat is stationary. The weight of the 

water lowers the chines so it floats deeper for 

better stability. The water drains quickly as the 

boat moves forward.

Bar Crusher’s 24-foot 

730HT comes with lots of 

fishing amenities in the 

cockpit, plus a foldaway 

transom seat (top). 

The hardtopper design 

allows for a protected 

helm and a small cuddy 

cabin belowdecks.

Shark charter skipper 

Andrew Alsop runs 

Cheetah Marine 

catamarans up to 40 

miles offshore to hunt 

makos and blue sharks. 

The U.K. boatbuilder 

offers customized cats.
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explained it this way: Aluminum boats are 

lighter, so fuel economy is better. A 23-foot 

Wooldridge Super Sport Offshore with a wind-

shield weighs 1,720 pounds. A Mako 234 center 

console hull weighs 4,100 pounds.

People do a lot of exploring in the wild 

Northwest. With a metal hull, they can pull up 

on the rocky beaches to go clamming or hunting.

Aluminum builders have much more flex-

ibility than fiberglass builders. “If our cabin is 6 

feet 8 inches, and the buyer wants a cabin 3 inches 

taller, no problem,” says company vice president 

Grant Wooldridge, whose family has made boats 

for 101 years. “The big thing about aluminum too 

is that it doesn’t come out of a mold; that mold 

costs the glass builder a lot of money.”

Aluminum lasts a long time, providing 

it’s welded using 5000-series-grade marine 

aluminum, with the proper protective anodes 

and wiring. Wooldridge also believes in a strong 

undercarriage: He builds an impressive grid of 

the pond to Orkney and Cheetah. Cheetah 

responded, sharing information. In addition, the 

one U.K. boat I can claim any experience aboard 

was a Cheetah. As has become the trend, that 

outboard-powered fiberglass catamaran offered 

a very stable, comfortable ride in the nearly 

ever-present chop of the English Channel. 

Its generous cockpit easily accommodated a 

boatload of passengers.

A commercial fisherman designed the first 

Cheetah cat after experiencing the limitations 

of launching and beaching a monohull in the 

surf. Today, the company builds each cat to 

order; its 10.2-meter (33½-foot LOA; 12-foot 

beam) twin-outboard-powered cat ranks as 

its most popular model. And while Cheetah 

builds a variety of custom deck designs and 

pilothouses, many anglers choose some kind 

of enclosure. Rarely do U.K. anglers enjoy true 

bluebird days, and the water temperatures 

remain cool year-round.

Anglers also choose options such as livewells, 

bait tables, rod holders and deck storage. An 

average package for the 10.2-meter model costs 

about $184,000 in U.S. dollars.

Cheetah cats feature semisymmetrical planing 

hulls. The lift created in the tunnel between spon-

sons and reduced hull resistance allow for the use 

of lower-powered outboards to achieve the same 

speed as a monohull, Cheetah says. In a country 

where gasoline prices hover around US$1.35 per 

liter — which works out to about $5.11 per gallon 

— fuel efficiency is paramount.

PACIFIC NORTHWEST

During the fishing trips I’ve taken to British 

Columbia and Alaska, I’ve always wondered 

why local anglers and captains seemed to prefer 

aluminum boats. Metal conducts heat better 

than other solids, so when the sun beats down, 

metal sizzles; and when icy ocean waters flow 

underfoot, brrrrr.

But the folks at Seattle’s Wooldridge Boats 

U.S. BOATS AROUND THE WORLD

While boatbuilders worldwide develop designs uniquely suited to their locations, American manufacturers still hope to tap into buyers and markets 

outside the United States. In today’s global economy, that only makes good business sense.

“Once a company appreciates the importance of a healthy balance between domestic and international sales and they have established a 

productive dealer network, there’s no reason to go backward. It’s going to keep the company viable during the next economic downturn,” says Julie 

Balzano, export development director for the National Marine Manufacturers Association.

The NMMA works with American boatbuilders looking to export their products. The No. 1 market for American exports currently is Canada, with 

Western Europe, Mexico and Australia just behind. As a matter of fact, Mexico imports 100 percent of its recreational boats, Balzano says. “We also 

share a free-trade agreement.”

In other countries, such as Brazil, high tariffs on imported products ratchet up the price of American boats.

Builders that have notable presence in other countries? Balzano says Brunswick — with brands such as Boston Whaler, Sea Ray, Bayliner and Lund 

— tops the list. Others include Grady-White, Regulator, Scout, Contender and Wellcraft on the fish-boat side, and Regal, Monterey, Cobalt, Mastercraft 

and Chapparal on the pleasure-boat side.
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Cheetah Marine in the 

U.K. builds its fiberglass 

catamaran boats to order. 

Captains and anglers 

can request any kind of 

seating, any number of 

rod holders, and a fully 

functional second station 

on the hardtop.
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SOUTH TEXAS

I stepped foot aboard a Texas tunnel-hull sled 

boat for the first time this past September. The 

21-foot-8-inch NewWater Ibis carried an 8-foot-

6-inch beam that lay flat as a pancake — a giant 

paddleboard. But wow, could this thing float 

shallow. (The specs say 5 inches with a Yamaha 

F200 and fuel.)

The low-freeboard “flush” deck offers many 

benefits, NewWater Boatworks says. It’s lighter, 

more spacious, self-bailing, easy to exit and 

re-enter when wade-fishing, and it creates less 

sail area so it won’t blow around on windy days, 

making it easier to pole.

NewWater also says its Lamiflow TM 

tunnel design allows the prop to run above the 

hull bottom to avoid damaging grass flats. A 

patented technology called Lamivent lets you 

switch from tunnel to nontunnel performance 

— emptying the tunnel of water to increase 

speed — by flipping a switch.

The 980-pound Ibis also features a leaning 

post, a livewell, a small bit of storage, a poling 

platform, a bow platform and rod holders. 

What it gives up in creature comfort it gains in 

 efficiency and fishability. 

welded-aluminum stringers below the deck.

Most Northwest anglers opt for a 26- to 

29-foot boat with a pilothouse, warmed with 

a diesel heater, Wooldridge says. The metal 

boats carry one to two main outboards and 

usually a small kicker engine for slow trolling. 

Most anglers use dead bait, though with the 

revival of albacore tuna fishing closer to shore, 

Wooldridge says he’s installing built-in and 

aftermarket bait tanks into some boats. Many 

anglers also opt to use track systems to posi-

tion downriggers in different locations along 

the gunwales. Rod holders are generally welded 

to the boat’s side rails.

Package prices start at about $95,000 for a 

26-foot boat/motor/trailer and can reach into the 

$200,000 range for a fully equipped 29 package.

While Northwest anglers from Oregon to 

Alaska do prefer their aluminum monohulls, 

there’s a small group of diehard fishermen in 

Pacific City, Oregon, who are bound and deter-

mined to keep a century-old tradition alive: 

wooden-dory fishing.

These flat-bottom 20- to 22-foot boats launch 

from and land on the beach. Sandy Weedman, 

something of a visual historian for the dorymen, 

shoots some stunning images of dramatic 

exits and entries. The website for Pacific City 

Dorymen’s Association reveals about 300 dories 

call the town and its Cape Kiwanda home.

Longtime dory builders such as Terry Learned 

use Douglas fir marine plywood that’s custom-

made at a regional mill, though some fiberglass 

dories exist. Wood fasteners include aeromarine 

epoxy and stainless-steel annular ring nails.

Learned and others make center consoles 

and cuddies with fish boxes, tackle trays and 

underbow storage, powered by outboard or 

inboard-outboard engines. Learned’s website 

suggests that the basic dory starts at $10,000.

Wooldridge Boats (left), 

out of Seattle, designs 

custom aluminum 

monohulls for anglers 

trolling and drifting 

along the rocky Pacific 

Northwest coast. Above, 

a wooden Oregon dory 

surfs in to the beach.

Texas flats skiffs sport 

a unique appearance. 

Sometimes called 

“sled” boats, these 

vessels feature very 

low freeboard, which 

cuts weight and allows 

wading anglers to easily 

embark and disembark. 
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Find Incredible Action for High-Flying 
Blacktip and Spinner Sharks Near the Suds

B Y  C A P T .  Z A C  G R O S S M A N

BEDLAM 
OFF THE 

BEACH

Fierce predators 

such as blacktip 

sharks and tarpon 

stalk mullet schools 

off Florida’s 

Atlantic beaches. 

Capt. Zac Grossman 

explains how to 

target these sharks 

with plugs. 
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in 15 feet of clear, green water.

My three friends joining me 

as anglers only had prior expe-

rience shark fishing with bait. 

Today would be different. Today 

we were going to use lures too. 

But only one of them had any 

experience casting plugs, so we 

started with natural bait.

Turney started chumming 

with a block of ground bunker 

(menhaden) and a whole little 

tunny (aka bonito or false alba-

core), tail-roped to a stern 

cleat, then sliced a few times 

to release scent into the chum 

slick. Fishing outfits included 

medium- spinning and light-

conventional rigs, loaded with 

20- and 30-pound-test braid. A 

circle hook, connected to a few 

Right: Expect 

to see surface 

explosions from 

wild blacktips 

and spinners 

when casting 

topwaters. 

Below: Action 

occurs so close 

to shore that 

anglers might 

have a condo 

audience.
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Spinners and blacktips — two 

of the most acrobatic sharks 

in the Atlantic — invade South 

Florida Atlantic beaches by the 

score each fall and winter. Most 

sharks don’t jump when hooked, 

but these two similar species leap 

clear out of water like makos. 

Yet, surprisingly, I often have 

to entice new anglers to try this 

style of shark fishing.

That First Hookup
It was, by Florida’s wimpy 

 standards, a cold winter morning 

in Riviera Beach. Reliable 15-knot 

southeast winds straightened out 

the flags at the Newport Cove 

Marina as we boarded Capt. 

Tore Turney’s 31-foot Contender 

Reel Lucky (reellucky.com). Ten 

minutes later we were outside 

Palm Beach Inlet, cruising north 

along the beaches of Singer Island.

Turney stood at the bow of 

the boat. He leaned back against 

a dock line fixed to the bow cleat 

as he directed his mate, Capt. Ken 

Schlecther, which way to steer 

the boat. Within a few minutes, 

Turney pointed out signs of 

sharks, including fish scooting 

away from our boat and distant 

free-jumpers. We anchored 

200  yards from the shore break 

feet of single-strand wire, was 

attached to a heavy braided 

leader for abrasion resistance. 

Each angler cast out a slab of false 

albacore in different directions 

from the boat.

Less than a minute passed 

before the first rod doubled over 

and the reel started to scream. 

John Kauffman, from Longwood, 

Florida, grabbed the rod from 

a bow holder and hung on as a 

shark soared free of the water. 

Then the hooked fish began a 

sustained run straight toward the 

beach, with Kauffman running 

toward the stern in hot pursuit.

As he passed by Phil Cohen, 

from Boynton Beach, Florida, 

Cohen’s rod doubled over with 

a repeat performance from 

another bronze-colored shark. 

His shark dragged him in the 

opposite direction. Amid the 

excitement of both anglers, Mike 

Richmond, an angler from Miami 

How often is the word  “guaranteed” 

included in a fishing invite? And how often is that 

fishing invitation an opportunity to target 75-plus-

pound sharks that violently attack popping plugs and 

flies? Those who are skeptical of such claims have 

never fished for south Atlantic’s sportiest sharks.



6 1S P O R T F I S H I N G M A G . C O M

Beach, yelled out, “I’ve got one 

too!” The chaotic triple hookup 

happened in a matter of seconds 

— a common situation with 

winter sharks along the Palm 

Beach coast.

The Kite Approach
With each of my friends busy 

fighting his fish without crossing 

each other’s lines, I helped 

Turney set up his kite rig for 

luring sharks to the surface. 

The setup is simple, with three 

release clips and a conventional 

outfit to control the hookless slab 

dangling in the water. False alba-

core, barracuda or jack crevalle 

are perfect baits. (A teaser bait 

connected to a regular setup is 

another option, but it’s not nearly 

as far-reaching or effective as the 

kite approach.)

When sharks are hanging back 

in the slick or near the surf line, 

a kite and sturdy hand on the 

Blacktips Versus Spinners
During the heat of the battle, and even at boatside, it takes a keen eye to distinguish between blacktip 

and spinner sharks. The most easily recognized difference between the two species is that the tip of the 

anal fin on a spinner shark is black. Strangely enough, on the blacktip, the anal-fin tip is the same (gray) 

color as the fin.

When these species are hooked and jump into the air, sometimes they’ll spin like a well-thrown 

football. Your first thought might be that you’ve hooked a spinner shark, but don’t be fooled — scientists 

point out that both species can execute the same aerials. Both species prefer water temperatures near 

73 degrees Fahrenheit, which helps explain why they head to South Florida in winter to reproduce. Mixed 

in with other shark species, the blacktip and spinner aggregations along South Florida help make up the 

largest annual shark migration in U.S. waters.

kite reel can lure fish toward the 

boat by walking the teaser bait 

along the surface. Be ready to 

repeatedly jerk it away from an 

interested shark or even lift it 

into the air when suspended from 

a kite. The kite itself allows the 

bait to fall back to the surface 

with a splash, exciting and 

frustrating the pursuer.

Blacktip Spinner 



Sometimes a shark does catch 

a teaser bait and steals it. When 

this happens, another slab is 

sent aloft attached to the next 

kite clip, and the kite is allowed 

to fly farther from the boat. This 

allows for three lost teaser baits 

before bringing the kite back to 

the first clip again.

After about 20 minutes, 

Kauffman’s shark circled the 

boat and passed under our taut 

anchor line. Turney ran to the 

bow and helped Kauffman pass 

his rod under the rope, following 

the shark. This happened about 

six times with each angler’s fish 

before finally getting the sharks 

to the boat for successful releases.

Turney normally puts new 

strip baits in the water after each 

released fish, but we decided 

against it. With everyone warmed 

up, the time was right to pull out 

the topwater lures.

Lure Preparation
I had brought along three favorite 

spinning outfits: 7-foot, 12- to 

20-pound Star rods with Shimano 

Stradic 8000 reels loaded with 

20-pound braid. A 10-foot abra-

sion leader of 200-pound-test 

braided line separates the 20-

pound main line from the 2-foot 

wire leader. I use the heavy braid 

MOST SHARKS 
DON’T JUMP 
WHEN HOOKED, 
BUT THESE TWO 
SIMILAR SPECIES 
LEAP CLEAR OUT 
OF THE WATER 
LIKE MAKOS.

Flying sharks? This toothy jumper 

attacked a school of mullet near a 

South Florida beach. M
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rings in a way that allows for safe 

and easy removal of the plug [see 

illustration above].

Bright orange and yellow 

are the best colors for flies, so 

I use comparable colors with 

plugs. A Gibbs’ Pencil Popper 

spray-painted bright orange 

and sprinkled with gold sparkle 

is one of my favorite presenta-

tions. I also cast bright-yellow 

red-head Bass Pro Lazer Eye 

Pencil Poppers.

The plan was to introduce my 

friends to the thrill of hooking 

these fish at the surface. I started 

with Kauffman, who has expe-

rience casting to redfish, trout 

and snook. I had him cast one 

of my modified poppers as close 

as possible to the suspended 

kite bait and showed him how to 

make that lure dance, with the 

rod butt between my legs, holding 

the rod blank just above the 

foregrip. Then I began a rhythmic 

 back-and-forward retrieve while 

slowly cranking the reel.

The pencil popper stood tall 

because it is softer, thinner and 

more flexible than fluorocarbon 

or mono, allowing for longer and 

easier casts. Still, the necessary 

knot connections limit casting 

distance of even the most aerody-

namic lure. A high cast toward the 

suspended teaser takes advan-

tage of the same wind holding up 

the kite.

I’ve used hookless poppers 

in the past to play with excited 

sharks and tease them in for fly-

fishermen, but typically, popping 

plugs are armed and dangerous. 

Releasing sharks landed on 

bait requires cutting the single-

strand wire leader close to the 

fish’s mouth. Releasing a shark 

that attacked a lure with trebles 

is much harder to accomplish. 

The thought of a shark swimming 

away with a multihook lure in 

its face bothers me, so I came 

up with a lure modification that 

easily and safely releases them. 

The trebles are removed and only 

a single tail hook is used. Wire 

leader is run through the split 

on its tail with most of its body 

out of the water. Each rod gyra-

tion made the plug’s head swing 

back and forth and slam into the 

water’s surface. The lure hardly 

Handling a shark 

at boatside 

is tricky. The 

author modifies 

his plug with 

wire leader to 

allow the lure 

to slide up to a 

swivel. What’s 

left is a single 

J-hook in the 

shark’s mouth.

B

A

D

E

F

G

C

Remove the treble hooks and add heavy-duty split rings [A] to the head, midsection and rear of the popper. A needle-eye 9/0 Mustad Sea Demon 

hook [B] attaches to single-strand No. 9 wire [C] by first passing the wire through the eye, around the back of the hook shank, and back through the 

eye again before making the haywire twist. This is important to keep the hook from swinging, plus it creates a loop used later to hold other key parts 

to the lure.

The wire is trimmed to 3½ feet in length, and large spacer beads [D] are threaded onto the wire. The spacers keep the hook 2 inches from the plug 

when the wire is fed through the three split rings (starting at the back of the plug, of course). Pull the wire all the way through and attach a swivel so 

the plug is ready to be knotted to the braided leader.

Then dress a piece of No. 12 wire to add even more flash to the plug. Sharks are often released with the hook still in their mouth, so try not to leave 

feathers hanging from their lip. Double the piece of wire over with a loop on each end so it totals 4 inches in length, and put the wire in a fly-tying vice.

First, add hollow gold Mylar piping [E] to the wire, with the cord removed and the strands spread out. Next, tie on a bunch of bright orange 

bucktail and feathers [F] splayed outward. To attach the dressed wire to the lure, the front loop of the wire is threaded onto the split ring 

at the tail of the lure. A wire-tie [G] attaches the rear loop of the 4-inch wire to the leader above the hook. When the plug slides up the 

leader wire during the release, that fluffy attractor pulls away from the hook and stays with the popper.
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grab the popper. We finally helped 

them by rigging and casting out 

a couple of bait teasers. They 

retrieved their plugs alongside 

the bait teasers and both hooked 

up immediately.

After a couple of sharks each, 

my friends begged off fishing, so I  

pulled out my 12-weight fly rod. 

I use 8 feet of 60-pound nylon-

coated leader called Berkley 

Sevalon; an 18-inch, 20-pound-

test tippet; and a short Sevalon 

shock tippet tied to a bright-

orange gold-flecked popper fly. I 

hooked up almost immediately, 

and after a 45-minute fight, had 

some help from Turney releasing 

my shark.

Everyone agreed that popper 

fishing for the sharks was a blast. 

After the day was over, I added 

three more believers to my list of 

shark sight-fishing converts. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Capt. Zac Grossman used to run 

the charter boat Mako Express 

— named for his favorite target 

— out of Montauk, New York. 

Retired in South Florida these 

days, he’s a regular charter 

customer, booking as many trips 

as possible with friends and 

writing about the experience. Z
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moved away from the teaser 

while still creating a white froth 

and staying in the strike zone. 

After a couple of tries, Kauffman 

got the hang of it. He was concen-

trating so hard on the technique 

that a sharky surface explosion 

surprised him.

A robust hook-set is required 

if a shark has the plug firmly in its 

teeth. Often the result is the shark 

spitting the plug before the hook 

sets. That happened the first time 

for Kauffman, but soon after, he 

hooked up. The shark ripped line 

from the reel and greyhounded 

across the surface as everyone 

cheered. Then, the shark turned 

sharply toward the bow.

While Kauffman fought his 

fish, Turney had to keep full 

attention on the teaser bait; 

several times a shark would sneak 

up and grab the bait without first 

showing itself at the surface.

Kauffman finally had his fish 

circling the boat and causing the 

usual excitement at the anchor 

line. With the heavy braid back 

on the reel, it was easy for Turney 

to grab the plug with one hand. 

The plug and attached feathers 

slid up the metal leader, stopping 

at a barrel swivel 3 feet away from 

the shark’s teeth. With no hooks 

swinging around and little need 

to take a leader wrap, Turney 

grabbed the plug to control the 

fish. With the plug as a handle, 

anglers can reach down to remove 

the hook or cut the wire close 

to the fish’s mouth. If the hook 

point sticks out through the fish’s 

skin, a leader man can grab the 

hook bend with a pair of pliers. 

Cut the wire at the hook eye, and 

the needle-eye hook slides out 

through the puncture outside  

the mouth.

High fives were given to an 

exhausted Kauffman after the 

release. Richmond and Cohen 

continued casting and popping 

but just couldn’t get a shark to 

Top, the lure 

slides up the 

wire leader away 

from the shark’s 

mouth, taking 

both feather and 

beads with it. 

Below, spinning 

setups are the 

best option 

to cast heavy 

surface plugs.
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OUTSTANDING PERFORMANCE MATCHED BY EXCEPTIONAL VALUE
TAKE ADVANTAGE OF THESE SPECIAL BOAT SHOW OFFERS FROM SUZUKI MARINE

Gimme Six Extended Protection promo is applicable to new Suzuki outboard motors from 25 to 300 HP in inventory which are sold and delivered to buyer between 01/01/17 and 3/31/17 in 
accordance with the promotion by a Participating Authorized Suzuki Marine dealer in the continental US and Alaska to a purchasing customer who resides in the continental US or Alaska. Cus-
tomer should expect to receive an acknowledgement letter and full copy of contract including terms, conditions and wallet card from Suzuki Extended Protection within 90 days of purchase. If an 
acknowledgement letter is not received in time period stated, contact Suzuki Motor of America, Inc. – Marine Marketing via email: marinepromo@suz.com. The Gimme Six Promotion is available 
for pleasure use only, and is not redeemable for cash. Cash Rebates apply to qualifying purchases of select Suzuki outboards made between 01/01/17 and 3/31/17. For list of designated models, 
see participating Dealer or visit www.suzukimarine.com. Customer and participating Dealer must fill out the appropriate rebate form at time of sale. Customer will have the choice to either apply 
the cash rebate against the original dealer invoice (Suzuki will credit Dealer parts account) or have a check sent directly to the customer. There are no model substitutions, benefit substitutions, rain 
checks, or extensions. Suzuki reserves the right to change or cancel these promotions at any time without notice or obligation. * Financing offers available through Synchrony Retail Finance. As 
low as 5.99% APR financing for 60 months on new and unregistered Suzuki marine engines. Subject to credit approval. Not all buyers will qualify. Approval, and any rates and terms provided, are 
based on credit worthiness. $19.99/month per $1,000 financed for 60 months is based on 5.99% APR. Hypothetical figures used in calculation; your actual monthly payment may differ based on 
financing terms, credit tier qualification, accessories or other factors such as down payment and fees. Offer effective on new, unregistered Suzuki marine engines purchased from a participating 
authorized Suzuki dealer between 01/01/17 and 3/31/17.“Gimme Six”, the Suzuki “S” and model names are Suzuki trademarks or ®. Don’t drink and drive. Always wear a USCG-approved life 
jacket and read your owner’s manual. © 2016 Suzuki Motor of America, Inc.

Six Years of 
Protection at no 
extra charge on 

all new outboards 
25 to 300 HP.

REPOWER
FINANCE

Rates as low as 
5.99% on new 

outboards (OAC).*

Cash Rebates
on select models. 
See your dealer 

for details.

Offers end March 31, 2017. See your participating Suzuki Marine dealer for 
details or visit www.suzukimarine.com.
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The torpedo of game 

fish, wahoo can slash 

their way onto hooks 

in the northern Gulf of 

Mexico anytime of the 

year, but you’ll find more 

and larger ’hoos during 

the depths of winter.
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Louisiana’s 
WINTER WAHOO 

WONDERLAND
When the Year’s Coldest Weather 
Sweeps Down Over the Northern 
Gulf of Mexico, Wahoo Swarm 
Deepwater Oil Rigs

B Y  R O B  W I T T M A N
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Depth, and Yo-Zuri’s Sashimi 3-D Magnum.

It seemed that McKnight’s hunch paid off when, during 

the second pass, we hooked a fish that made a spirited run, 

though not with the characteristic drag-melting pace of a 

wahoo. After a 20-minute tug of war, we released a bicep-

building brute of a jack crevalle, a good 30 pounds. We 

quickly cranked in the lures.

“You don’t find jack crevalle and wahoo hanging out 

together at the rigs,” McKnight said. “If you’re targeting 

wahoo and jacks appear, it’s best to move on.”

We did just that, fishing several more rigs in the waters 15 

to 20 miles out, with little success.

When we moved to rigs farther offshore, we found water 

conditions that were significantly better. Water temperatures 

here were around 68 degrees and offered the clear, deep-blue 

color we had hoped for. As we rolled up on a high, narrow rig, 

McKnight pointed to the depth finder, saying, “That’s what 

we’re looking for.” Lighting up the screen were long, slender 

images of fish stacked like cordwood in 80 to 150 feet of water.

SIX-FOOTER IN THE BOAT

As soon as our plugs passed the first leg of 

the rig, the right long rod whipped down 

and began vibrating violently as the reel 

screamed, the 50 feet of mono top shot 

disappearing in an instant.

I jumped from the back of the center 

console, where I’d been leaning, to grab the 

rod from the right gunwale holder, then 

watched braid melt away — 100, 200, 300 

and approaching 400 yards. I glanced back 

at McKnight, a quizzical look on my face, 

silently asking if we might have to chase 

down this fish. The captain, with the calm 

voice of experience, said: “That’s a nice 
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Finally, Mother Nature was on our side, with a forecast 

of 2- to 3-foot seas. As we crossed into the Gulf through 

the Southeast Pass of the Mississippi River, a significant 

chop, seemingly left over from the previous week of windy 

conditions, greeted us. Nonetheless, the ride in the high-

bow catamaran was surprisingly comfortable, and with four  

300 hp Yamahas pushing the boat at a cruising speed of  

45 knots, we found ourselves approaching the first rigs within 

30 minutes once outside the mouth of the Mississippi.

RIGGED UP

But we found conditions marginal for wahoo at those first rigs, 

with greenish-brown water at 58 degrees F. Wahoo normally 

appear around the rigs in the Gulf, where water temperatures 

run at least 62 degrees and less than 86. Within that range, 

significant temperature breaks attract wahoo, which are often 

found frequenting the colder side of such breaks.

“I look not only for  temperatures more than 60 degrees,” 

McKnight said, “but also for signs of baitfish on the big 

Simrad sounder. Some rigs are better at 

holding wahoo than others, so I spend 

most of my time on those.”

Despite the cool water at the first rig, 

McKnight felt it was worth a shot, and 

we set out a trolling spread consisting of 

two 30-wide Shimano Tiagras and two 

Shimano Talica II 25s, all spooled with 

60-pound braid and 100-pound mono 

top shots. The skipper ran Rapala X-Rap 

Magnums, deep divers designed to reach 

25 to 30 feet at 7 to 8 knots.

Most large diving plugs with large lips, 

designed to run consistently deep, will 

catch wahoo in the Gulf off Venice. Many 

pros favor Rapala X-Rap Magnum 30s, as 

does McKnight (“I find that these perform 

the most consistently in catching wahoo 

here,” he said), but other popular diving 

lures include Mann’s Stretch 25+ and 

30+, Bomber’s Saltwater Grade Certified 

nxiously, I paced the porch deck of the houseboat at Venice Marina on a 

cold January morning. We waited for Capt. Damon McKnight to pick us 

up in his new 37-foot Freeman for the run out to the oil rigs off Louisiana 

to target wahoo. My close friend Dave Weston had joined me on this trip 

after hearing my accounts of previous trips to Venice, where I’d experienced 

some of the best fishing the world has to offer.

Dave and I had been planning this trip for more than two years, determined to test the 

legendary winter wahoo fishing out of Venice. We had struggled to find fishable weather 

during the short time window of January and February, when big wahoo are found at Gulf of 

Mexico oil rigs some 15 to 30 miles off Venice.

Catch the Gulf between winter frontal systems, 

when the water calms, and wahoo like this near-

100-pounder the author struggles to hold up 

make it worth the wait.
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Wahoo are unbelievably strong, fast fish; large ones have 

been known to make runs longer than blue marlin five times 

their size. I could not imagine this fish having the energy to 

do anything more after the long first run of the fight. After  

15 minutes, I had it within 100 yards. I thought the end was in 

sight, but the wahoo had other ideas, scorching another run 

of 150 yards or so.

But this run proved different from the first, neither as 

fast nor as sustained; I could tell the fish was wearing down. 

With the same steady pressure, I  continued to gain line 

until the wahoo appeared from the depths, about 5 feet from 

the boat. McKnight smoothly gaffed the fish and, in a single 

motion, lifted it over the rail. As I watched a monster wahoo 

that later taped out at 74 inches (and at least 100 pounds)  

Not every offshore rig holds ’hoos 

in winter, but many do. Skippers 

like Damon McKnight like to troll 

along the up-current side of a rig 

when targeting wahoo.

fish! Let’s get him away from the rig.”

McKnight sped up slightly, angling away from the rig, until 

we had cleared the fish. Pulling fish at a slight angle away 

from the structure keeps them from reacting violently, as 

they’re likely to do when pulled at a severe angle away from 

the path they’re swimming.

McKnight’s maneuver kept the line pressure moving the 

fish’s head away from the rig, and discouraged it from swim-

ming into rig structure and cutting the line. Once we’d coaxed 

it away from the sharp legs of the platform, it was up to me. 

As I  regained line, I could feel the strength and weight of 

the fish. With their vicious head shakes, wahoo can easily 

unbutton themselves from the treble hooks on plugs; I tried 

to bring the fish to the boat as smoothly as possible.

Wahoo Season 

in Venice
Areas like Cabo San Lucas, 

Mexico, and San Salvador, in the 

Bahamas, have gained attention 

for the size of their wahoo, but 

what about the best bets for 

wahoo in U.S. waters? A National 

Marine Fisheries Service study 

showed that the catch rate for 

wahoo was the highest by far 

off Louisiana’s coast, with one 

wahoo caught for every five 

hours of offshore trolling. By way 

of comparison, that rate is five 

times higher than catch rates off 

the North Carolina coast, and 

six times higher than off South 

Florida’s coast.

Venice wahoo are typically 

caught in the largest numbers 

during January and February, 

when they average 50 to 60 

pounds, which is larger than in 

the spring months. You’ll find that 

most charter-boat captains who 

fish out of Venice recommend 

January and February as peak 

months for targeting wahoo, 

although the fish are also caught 

with some frequency from 

March through June, but only 

sporadically after that, until winter.
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structure, don’t be afraid to change color and lures to find 

what works best.”

In experimenting with different lure and color combina-

tions, we found that the brighter, vividly colored lures were 

working best that day. Most of the fish were caught on bright 

pink, orange and purple lures. Over several more passes, we 

landed two more 50-pound-class ’hoos.

At the end of the day, the long lines with Rapalas and 

similar lipped plugs caught the most fish. McKnight trolls 

these at a speed slower than I’m used to while fishing for 

these speed demons. Our trolling speed never topped 7 knots. 

“High-speed trolling just hasn’t proved to be as successful in 

the Gulf as it seems to be in the Atlantic,” McKnight said.

When an angler hooks a wahoo on a plug, it’s important 

to judge how the fish reacts to pressure and, if possible, try 

to avoid the violent head shakes for which these surgically 

toothed critters are famous. When some of the wahoo I 

hooked that day fought straight up and down, I could feel 

them opening their jaws and viciously shaking their head. 

Luckily, most stayed connected.

hit the deck, I let out a “woo-hoo!” I knew exactly how the 

wahoo got its name.

SCREAMING SUCCESS

On the second pass by the same rig, we hooked up again and 

landed another wahoo around the century mark, which hit 

the deck and found its way to an ice bath in the fish box.

The skipper decided to change the trolling setup slightly, 

adding a pink Yo-Zuri Bonita on the right short. Heavy, lipless, 

fast-vibrating lures like the Bonita and the Braid Marauder 

are designed to troll at a wide range of speeds, and McKnight 

wanted to give the wahoo a slightly different presentation 

with a tightly vibrating lure in the spread. Pulled on a spread 

close to the boat, just outside the prop wash, such lures make 

a great complement to long lines pulling lipped lures.

As for color selection, McKnight said: “Generally the 

brightest colors catch the most fish. It’s best to vary color 

patterns and types of lures to find the most effective combi-

nations. If you’re in an area where you’re marking fish 

or where you know wahoo frequent due to current and P
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Deep-diving lures  

with large lips make 

suckers out of hungry 

‘hoos. Capt. Damon 

McKnight pulls them  

on his long lines.
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LOUISIANA LUCK

Combine the experience and skills of a seasoned captain with a 

little luck, and you can enjoy a phenomenal experience fishing 

winter wahoo out of Venice. McKnight is methodical in his 

methods of fishing the rigs. He starts by carefully determining 

the areas of a rig that hold fish, and trolls plugs over them.

“Wahoo are ambush  predators,” he explained. “They 

like to attack from below, so something swimming directly  

overhead triggers that instinct.”

In terms of where wahoo are likely to be around a rig, I 

noticed that around the rigs where we marked them, they 

stayed on the up-current side of the structure. “Wahoo are 

definitely affected by current and feed more aggressively in 

faster current,” the skipper explained. He targets his efforts 

where the current changes direction laterally, such as around 

the structure of an oil rig, or vertically, such as around  

significant depth changes that force currents upward.

We trolled around several other rigs before we decided to 

return to the first rig, where we had caught the largest fish 

of the day. As the Simrad “chirped” away, the images of the 

wahoo we had seen earlier reappeared, though the fish now 

seemed more spread out. On multiple passes on the rigs, we 

failed to get bit, so McKnight decided to change the direction 

and angle (relative to the rig) of the troll. Sure enough, on the 

next pass over the area, pulling lures in the opposite direction 

at a 30-degree angle to the side of the rigs, and passing within 

25 yards of the up-current leg, we hooked up.

Weston and I ended up with a fish box full of wahoo. 

One unusual aspect of our trip was an almost unheard-of  

100 percent success rate in landing hooked fish. We hooked 

10 ’hoo and landed every one.

The trip back to the dock was quick. We made it back 

to the Southeast Pass of the Mississippi in 30 minutes, 

cruising at 48 knots. (Unfortunately, we hit something just 

under the surface while running, knocking out the lower 

unit on one of the four outboards. The boat still made great 

time on three engines.)

The great staff at Venice Marina cleaned our fish, setting 

aside a few wahoo steaks. We took them upstairs to the 

restaurant, where the chef grilled the wahoo to perfection — a 

fitting culmination of a fantastic day of winter wahoo fishing 

in Venice. Weston and I took some of the wahoo fillets with 

us on our flights home; the rest was shared among McKnight, 

some other boat crew at the dock, and a local charity that 

feeds the hungry. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Rob Wittman grew up working on charter boats in North 

Carolina and Virginia. He now represents the First 

Congressional District in Virginia in the United States 

Congress. He is chairman of the Congressional Sportsmen’s 

Caucus, which works on issues and legislation important to 

recreational fishermen.

Some Tips for Planning a Winter Wahoo Trip to Venice
The first step is securing at least a three-day booking with a charter captain in Venice who will target wahoo. I decided 

to book four days to ensure we could get at least two fishable days. Venice is rather remote; there are houseboats 

available in Venice proper (the Lighthouse Lodge is about 10 minutes north of town). Most captains will book a 

package trip that includes lodging in a houseboat, condo or one of the nearby lodges. There are limited grocery 

options, so it’s best to buy essentials you’ll need before you arrive in Venice.

The key to fishing in winter — with the weather so unpredictable and many days unfishable — is to be flexible. I had 

cleared my schedule to have a six-day period in total to find a weather window. Make sure you purchase tickets that 

are transferable or refundable, or find an airline that flies to New Orleans and does not charge change fees. (We chose 

Southwest because it does not charge such fees.)

The key to realizing winter wahoo fishing here is to stay in constant contact with your captain. I called McKnight four 

days prior to our trip to get an idea about the weather, and texted or called every day up to the first day of the trip. 

Because of unfishable offshore conditions, we moved the trip two days ahead and made it happen. When the weather 

offshore isn’t cooperating, you can experience some great inshore fishing for redfish. Many captains can substitute an 

inshore trip for a blown-out offshore one, many times at a lower rate.

You’re likely to bring back wahoo from any days you do get offshore. The Venice Marina folks packed the fish in 

flight-approved insulated containers with cold packs to check on our Southwest flight from New Orleans. We neatly 

taped shut the boxes to keep the contents from opening in handling and flight. However, the TSA folks dismissed our 

handiwork, cutting the tape to check out the contents. We couldn’t talk them out of it, but they were kind enough to 

retape the containers. If you plan to fly fish home, make sure you allow additional time for the TSA screening. For us, the 

additional time was a small inconvenience for the great wahoo steaks we had when we arrived back home.

Damon McKnight

Super Strike Charters

985-534-9357

superstrikecharters.com

Venice

New 
Orleans

LOUISIANA

Yellowfin tuna often break up the wahoo party when they pounce on 

lures intended for the toothy mackerel, but this is the sort of bycatch 

no angler complains about.
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EDITOR’S NOTE:

We interviewed 

three noted marine 

biologists special-

izing in the effects 

of sound on various 

fish species. Not all 

of their comments 

are based on hard 

data; some are 

based on long-term 

field and  laboratory 

observations and 

interpretations of 

fish response to 

various sounds, as 

well as some specu-

lation, albeit with a 

scientific mindset.
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WHAT ANGLERS NEED TO KNOW ABOUT 
THE EFFECTS OF SOUND ON FISH
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schoolmates, engage in courtship, and avoid danger. 

Yet the degree to which a fish relies on hearing 

varies with each species and with the ambient noise 

level within any particular body of water, she adds.

Pelagic fish such as bluefin tuna, for example, 

don’t depend on auditory sensitivity as much as do 

fish species that inhabit shallower water, such as 

redfish or white seabass, says Larry Allen, chair of 

biology at California State University at Northridge.

Allen’s studies have focused in part on soniferous 

(sound-producing) marine fish along the Pacific 

coast, including white seabass, which he contrasts 

with bluefin tuna. “White seabass are croakers that 

have relatively large otoliths,” he says. The otoliths 

are roughly the size and shape of an almond in 

 full-grown white seabass.

White seabass use these to hear the low-frequency 

“blaaah” noise emitted by other white seabass to 

locate one another and form schools, particularly 

during their spawning period, Allen says.

The same auditory senses allow this species to 

distinctly hear a wide range of sounds, including 

man-made noises such as the slamming of a deck 

hatch or the rattle of an anchor chain — sounds that 

tend to repulse white seabass, Allen has observed.

“The otoliths in bluefin tuna, on the other hand, 

are very small — about the size of a grain of rice,” 

Allen says. This indicates that bluefin don’t rely on 

hearing as much as white seabass do. Like many 

pelagic species, bluefin depend more on other 

senses, such as vision.

Learned Behavior
That’s not to say that bluefin don’t hear. In fact, Arthur 

N. Popper, professor emeritus with the University of 

Maryland’s department of biology, points to studies 

indicating that bluefin can respond to sound.

In these studies, captive bluefin were trained to 

react to a sound produced through an underwater 

loudspeaker that corresponded to food being placed 

into their pen. The tuna would rush to the location 

Few instances are more fascinating or clear-cut  

than this one when it comes to effects of boat noise 

on offshore game-fish behavior. Most experienced 

anglers and scientists agree that fish can hear. 

Yet which sounds can fish hear? Which repulse  

them, which attract them, and which do they ignore?

Answers to these questions could help anglers 

to not only avoid noises that might spook fish, but 

perhaps also attract them.

Auditory Senses
Fish sense sound underwater via two sensory 

organs, including bony structures called otoliths in 

the inner ears. The other organ is called the lateral 

line, which runs along each side of a fish’s body 

from the gills to the caudal peduncle ( just forward 

of the tail). 

Generally speaking, fish use their inner ears to 

sense sounds at a distance, says Cecilia Krahforst, 

a doctoral candidate at East Carolina University 

who focuses on how noise affects fish behavior. The 

lateral line comes into play when something is less 

than a body length away, she says.

“All fish species [that have been tested] can 

hear,” Krahforst says. “They utilize hearing for a 

number of purposes.” They use it to find food, locate 
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half-acre of ocean erupted in a foaming cauldron as a school of 

120-pound bluefin tuna forced a ball of baitfish to the surface and 

then pulverized it from every angle. I motored closer to the roaring 

frenzy, but the tuna sank away. I pulled the outboard engine out of 

gear, and seconds later, the tuna school resumed its raucous attack. 

I shifted into gear again, and again the tuna vacated the surface. I 

pulled back to neutral, and the tuna returned.

All fish species 

employ two 

auditory 

systems. Bony 

structures in the 

inner ears call 

otoliths hear 

sounds at a 

distance, while 

the lateral line 

senses vibrations 

that are less than 

a body length 

away. Species 

such as redfish 

also produce 

sound.
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of the sound each time they heard it, even when they 

were not being fed.

With this in mind, let’s get back to our opening 

real-life example: an outboard motor shifting 

into gear and repulsing bluefin tuna. “More than 

likely, [the fish responded to] the clunk [of the gear 

meshing] as you shifted into gear,” Popper specu-

lates. “Every time you put the motor in gear, there 

was a low-frequency sound.”

Bluefin can hear sounds in the 100- to 800-hertz 

frequency range, says Popper. Introducing a sudden 

low-frequency noise, such as the clunk of shifting 

into gear in close proximity, might have proved 

 startling to the fish.

Fish can also grow to tolerate constant, repetitive 

noise, man-made or otherwise, Popper asserts. “Put 

the motor into gear enough times, and [tuna] might 

become habituated to the sound,” he says.

But Popper quickly clarifies that sound is not the 

only stimulus affecting fish behavior. “Bluefin tuna 

also might rely on vision and smell,” he says. Either 

of these senses can influence their behavior as much 

as hearing, and both are affected by boats.

Hear This
In turbid, nearshore waters where visibility is poor, 

being able to hear well becomes an even bigger 

advantage than it is offshore, not only in avoiding 

danger, but also in finding food.

For example, to find food when visibility is 

poor, fish such as drums and grunts might listen 

for sounds that are appealing, such as the sound 

produced by a crustacean known as the snapping 

shrimp, says Krahforst.

The 2-inch-long shrimp, which makes an under-

water click by snapping shut its large, outsize claw 

at high speed to catch prey, often inhabits beds of 

sea grass. Species such as redfish are able to home in 

on the sounds to find these beds and forage for fish, 

crabs and shrimp.

Noisy World
While sound travels four to five times faster in water 

than in air, hearing a sound underwater is not as 

easy for a fish as that fact might lead you to believe.

“It is a noisy world,” says Krahforst. For a fish 

to hear anything, the sound level must rise above 

the din of the background noise of the underwater 

realm. Background noise tends to increase at night 

as nocturnal marine species become more active.

Lots of things, both natural and man-made, create 

noise underwater, including waves, marine life, 

ships, oil rigs and, yes, sport-fishing boats. All these 

things can make it tough for a fish to distinguish 

Captive bluefin 

tuna (top) can 

be trained to 

respond to sound 

corresponding 

with food being 

placed in their 

pens. Snapping 

shrimp (above) 

generate sounds 

by clicking 

oversize claws, 

and some fish 

home in on these 

noises in the 

pursuit of food.



inboards at trolling speed “raises” fish such as 

dolphin (mahi), tuna and marlin.

Yet Popper, who has studied the effects of sound 

on fish for the past 30 years, is skeptical. “No sound 

we know of will consistently attract fish,” he says.

Popper does not dispute the ability of offshore 

fishing boats to raise fish, but speculates that the 

attraction might not lie in the sound, “but rather 

in the shadows created by the boats.” He points 

out that offshore fish are attracted to the shadows 

of other objects, such as fish-aggregating devices, 

weather buoys, oil rigs and floating debris. The 

shadow cast by a boat might have the same effect.

Another theory held by some anglers is that 

increased boat traffic has a negative effect on fish. 

On the validity of this theory, Popper and other 

scientists agree.

“Boats create an incredible amount of noise,” 

says Popper. There’s engine vibration, exhaust 

noise, and pressure waves generated by  spinning 

propellers and wakes, all contributing to the 

individual sounds, particularly at a distance. Yet 

Krahforst’s research indicates that one of the most 

popular forms of propulsion for recreational fishing 

boats might be one of the least obtrusive man-made 

sounds in the water.

Oyster toadfish — common bottom dwellers seen 

rarely by anglers — emit a low-frequency “boop” or 

boat-whistle call to other toadfish by using their swim 

bladders during courtship periods. Krahforst found 

that the sound of a running outboard motor had little 

effect on the toadfish’s calling rate compared with no 

boat noise at all. The rumble of inboard engines, on 

the other hand, did reduce the frequency of the calls.

One reason that outboards tend to be less 

disruptive might revolve around a fish’s hearing 

range. As indicated earlier, fish hearing is focused 

on low-frequency sounds below 1,000 hertz. 

Running outboard motors emit much of their high-

energy sounds at upper frequencies in the 1,000- to 

5,000-hertz range, says Krahforst, so it is possible 

that fish might not hear outboard-engine noise 

well. Inboards, on the other hand, emit sounds at 

frequencies below 1,000 hertz — within the range 

of fish’s auditory senses.

Raising Fish
While inboard engines might put a damper on the 

sex life of oyster toadfish, a long-held fishing theory 

maintains that the harmonic drone of twin diesel 

Man-made 

noise affects 

development of 

oyster toadfish 

(above left) 

after emerging 

from eggs 

(above right). 

Minimizing 

conversation 

while fishing 

shallows 

(below) can 

improve chances 

of success, 

one scientist 

believes. IL
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many and varied background noise occurring 

underwater. “When background noise goes up, fish 

aren’t likely to be happy,” Popper adds. He uses the 

analogy of living next to a busy freeway. “The fish 

can’t hear sounds of biological importance to them 

since the man-made sounds impair hearing, and 

that has the potential to affect their hormones and 

mood,” he says.

Krahforst’s research on oyster toadfish indicates 

that boat traffic can have long-term effects on fish 

behavior. When juvenile fish were reared from 

embryos in a controlled environment exposed to 

inboard engine sounds, the fish failed to display 

normal attack behavior.

Practice Stealth
The concept of avoiding loud noise while fishing has 

merit, says Allen. “What happens when you thump 

on the side of an aquarium?” he asks. “The fish don’t 

like it.” The same principle can be applied to fishing.

Sudden pulses of noise, like slamming hatches, 

dropping a sinker on the deck, and stomping your 

feet, can and do spook fish, especially in shallow 

water. “Newly introduced sounds bother fish,” says 

Krahforst. “So the more silent you can become, the 

more you will be successful [while fishing].” If there 

is noise, make sure it is at a constant level. “Steady 

Even with today’s multifrequency sonar 

capabilities — with side, down, forward, chirp and 

traditional views — most fish still cannot hear the 

sound pulses emitted.

DO FISH FINDERS SPOOK FISH? By Chris Woodward

While some boat and engine noises can potentially spook fish, sonar 

pulses from onboard electronics, in theory, should not, our scientific 

experts agreed.

From what is known about fish hearing — and arguably not all 

species have been sampled — fish generally hear low-

frequency sounds below 1,000 hertz (which 

equals 1 kilohertz). Sonar pulses fall 

into the 10 kHz to 2 megahertz range; 

they are “ultrasonic.”

“The only fish that conceivably 

could detect it would be some of the 

herringlike fishes,” says Dr. Arthur N. 

Popper, professor emeritus with the 

University of Maryland’s department 

of biology. “Blueback herring and 

American shad: They can hear more than 100 kilohertz. Our hypothesis 

for these very few species is that, in fact, they detect the high 

frequencies of dolphin sonar and thereby swim away 

before being eaten.”

Dolphins emit sounds in the 60 to 120 kHz 

range, so it’s likely they can hear some 

sonar pulses. Humans hear from 10 Hz 

to 20 kHz. So we could hear only the 

very low end of the transducer range.

With all that said, Popper noted 

that the clicking sounds transducers 

make as they emit pulses could fall 

within the frequency range that fish, 

and humans, can detect. “The problem 

is: How do you know if the fish respond 

to the sound? We have very little data. It’s 

hard to study fishes’ response to sonar [or other 

sounds] since, while a whale comes to the surface 

where you can see it, a tuna doesn’t. And so we don’t know 

how the tuna responds when it detects a sonar sound.”

“Newly introduced sounds 

bother fi sh, so the more 

silent you can become, the 

more you will be successful 

[while fi shing].”
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pursuing bonefish, permit and, sometimes, tarpon in 

shallow water. He also uses a push pole when fishing 

for largemouth bass in skinny water. “Bass can be 

sensitive to electric trolling motors when they are 

cruising or bedding in the shallows,” Schultz explains.

Many anglers also believe that hull slap — the 

tendency of some boat bottoms to trap pockets of air 

as they rock from side to side and splash water — can 

spook fish in the shallows. Krahforst confirms this 

is a valid precept. Any sudden sound that is human-

generated has the potential to repulse fish. “That 

includes vessel noise,” she says.

Schultz doesn’t need scientists to tell him that 

vessel noise is bad for flats-fishing. That’s  something 

he has learned through years of on-water  experience, 

and it’s the reason he uses a technical poling skiff 

with soft lines that eliminate pockets and hull slap. 

It’s just one more step that anglers can take to 

 minimize the noise factor. 

noise initially bothers fish, but once they become 

habituated to the noise, it doesn’t seem to bother 

them,” Krahforst adds. “Constant noise becomes 

part of the environment.”

While savvy anglers have long accepted that 

actions such as hatch-slamming create noise  

that travels through the boat hull and into the water, 

many also believe that people talking on the boat 

does not create any underwater noise.

Allen says that’s not true: The sound of  

conversations travels underwater, he asserts. “You 

can hear [while underwater] people talking above 

the water,” Allen says. If divers can hear this, it’s a 

safe assumption that fish can too.

The lesson here: Minimize conversations, 

particularly when fishing flats or shallows and/or 

pursuing fish that possess strong auditory senses, 

such as redfish or white seabass. Keep voice  

communication to hushed tones.

Motor Myth
Some anglers also believe that electric trolling 

motors are silent underwater. Yet Krahforst main-

tains that this is a myth. “An electric trolling motor 

does make underwater noise,” she says. The noise 

results largely from the pressure wave generated 

by the spinning propeller. Yet the sound is of far 

less amplitude and at a higher frequency range than 

other (i.e., internal-combustion) motors, she adds.

While many saltwater anglers use electric trolling 

motors with success, others avoid this propulsion 

system when fishing very shallow water such as flats.

“I won’t use a trolling motor when fishing in 

2 feet of water or less,” says pro Bernie Schultz. 

While he participates these days in the Bassmaster 

Elite Series, Schultz also fishes the coastal waters of 

Florida where he grew up.

Schultz uses a trolling motor in deeper water, but 

like most flats anglers, he employs a push pole when B
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“I won’t use a trolling 

motor when fishing in 

2 feet of water or less. 

Fish can be sensitive to 

electric trolling motors 

when they are cruising or 

feeding in the shallows.”

Fishing pro 

Bernie Schultz 

avoids use of 

trolling motors 

when fishing in 

water of 2 feet 

or less because 

he believes that 

the sound can 

spook fish like 

snook.
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FISHING SEMINAR TOUR!
COMING TO A CITY NEAR YOU!

LEARN HOW TO CATCH 

MORE AND BIGGER FISH 

IN YOUR LOCAL WATERS!

DON’T RISK A SELLOUT

ORDER NOW! 

The Seminar Series “no holds barred” format requires 

our experts to reveal their prime fi shing spots, the best 

times to fi sh them, and the best baits and lures to use. 

• Where to fi nd fi sh in your area!

• How to catch them!

• Brand new Textbook!

• Thousands of dollars worth of door prizes!

• Attendee bag loaded with valuable merchandise!

Advance registrations are ALSO 

eligible for a chance to win VIP/

Backstage ticket upgrades!

And a chance to win a Penn Slammer 

III reel (one reel will be awarded prior 

to each of the eight seminars)

Purchase your Seminar Series ticket in advance and your name will be entered into a drawing 

for a chance to win a new for 2017 Penn Slammer III. One reel will be awarded prior to each of 

the eight seminar venues!  *Slammer III 4500 #SLAIII4500 $249.95 MSRP

$249.95
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$55.00 Ticket Includes: 

PRESENTED BY,

NationalSeminarSeries.com | 800-448-7360   F

Mako Pro 17 Skiff

A CHANCE TO WIN 

A FLORIDA KEYS 

FISHING TRIP AT 

EACH LOCATION!

A CHANCE TO WIN A 

MAKO PRO 17 SKIFF

INVITE TO THE 
BASS PRO SHOPS

“AFTER SEMINAR” 
PARTY WITH 

GEORGE POVEROMO
AT SELECTED SITES
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When flats fish head 

from dark to light 

bottom, or from 

deep to shallow 

water, they often 

act more vigilant. In 

this scenario, make 

your presentation as 

gentle as possible.
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READING SHALLOW WATERS FOR CONSISTENT SUCCESS
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WATER 

SEMINAR
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the wind augments the tidal 

 direction. The wind direction 

should therefore determine 

your poling strategy. If the wind 

velocity becomes excessive, 

waters often turn too turbid and 

dirty for good sight-fishing. This 

is especially true for flats with 

soft bottoms of marl or mud. 

Wind can be a flats fisherman’s 

friend, but not too much of it!

THE SUN’S POSITION
The second key variable is 

the amount of available light. 

Low-light conditions shading a flat 

favor a topwater bite for species 

like seatrout, snook and redfish. 

If I know I’ll have a cloudy day 

and I’m fishing for bonefish, I’ll 

fish the shallowest tides and flats 

so I can spot the bones tailing at 

the surface. Pick out redfish under 

the clouds by watching for pushes 

(surface wakes), tailing commo-

tion or even backs protruding 

from the water.

When fishing somewhat 

deeper water where you need to 

see into the water to spot cruising 

fish, lots of overhead sunlight 

is ideal. Brightly lit waters are 

excellent for the bigger game-

sters that need deeper flats, such 

as cruising permit or tarpon; 

after all, even a huge permit 

can’t tail up in 5 feet of water. If 

you have a patchwork sky, pole 

toward the blue portions because 

cloud reflections can make 

spotting cruising fish difficult. 

Though many would differ with 

my strategy, I actually prefer not 

Even when air 

temperatures 

change 

rapidly, water 

temperatures are 

slower to react. A 

warm afternoon 

following a 

chilly night can 

produce quality 

catches like this 

red drum.

the approach of a cold front, but 

water temperatures take longer 

to react. Therefore one night of 

chilly weather will not drop a flat’s 

temperature as significantly as 

three nights. Conversely, it takes 

a few days of direct sunlight to 

get a chilly flat back to conditions 

that warm-water species prefer.

Another significant factor 

is wind direction and velocity. 

Flat, windless days can be great 

for casting topwater plugs for 

seatrout, as well as  spotting 

rolling tarpon and tailing 

bonefish. However, flats fish 

in these conditions are also far 

more vigilant and spooky from 

sudden splashes and movements. 

Tailing bonefish feeding beneath 

flat-calm waters require extreme 

stealth and finesse. Increased 

winds create wavelets that help 

mask an angler’s presentation.

Wind direction becomes more 

relevant as its velocity grows. 

High winds can affect water level 

on the flat, keeping it high if the 

wind opposes a tide or low if  J
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FEEL THE BREEZE?
To be thorough, first check the 

barometric pressure in the area 

you expect to fish. Barometric 

pressure — easy to research 

at fishing-report or weather 

websites — is particularly rele-

vant to flats anglers because 

high air pressure can keep 

water levels low, while low pres-

sure allows water levels to rise. 

Additionally, a rapidly changing 

barometer triggers feeding or 

deters it, depending on the flats 

species and other variables. 

Local, on-the-water experiences 

help anglers understand how 

barometric pressure affects their 

favorite flats.

The next factor is air temper-

ature. Air temps are extremely 

important because, along with 

direct sunlight, they determine 

the water temperature on a flat. 

Water temperature is a strong 

indicator of which species will 

be available, depending on their 

tolerance ranges. Air temps can 

change rapidly, especially during 

lats anglers are natural 

hunters. Much in the same way that deer or hog hunters must identify 

animal signs, scents and habitat, skinny-water aficionados should 

understand how to read a flat and react to different variables they 

encounter. There are many different kinds of shallows, and fishermen 

are wise to treat them individually. Even the same flat can be fished 

in numerous ways depending on different conditions. I find it best 

to treat a flat like a kaleidoscope, with new patterns and elements 

emerging each trip. All inshore anglers must consider five essential 

variables when reading a piece of water: wind and air conditions; 

the sun’s position; water clarity and temperature; the size, shape and 

composition of the flat; and existing signs of life.
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components and predictors of 

depth as well as current velocity. 

The new and full moons give 

anglers spring tides, which 

produce higher highs and lower 

lows. The quarter moon creates 

less tidal height change and has 

more-tepid currents. Always 

consult tidal charts for each 

day and the target fishing area, 

because tides are rarely evenly 

distributed throughout the day. 

Some areas have two tides a day, 

some have four, and some loca-

tions, like Charleston, South 

Carolina, have such large tidal 

swings that anglers risk stranding 

their boat if not careful.

In Florida, the season of the 

year plays a role. Fall brings high 

to wear sunglasses when looking 

for tailing, rolling, crawling or 

pushing fish. Conversely, when 

I need to see into the water 

column for cruising fish, I don 

the finest polarized sunglasses 

I own. My favorite lens colors 

in shallow waters are vermilion 

and brown. On cloudy days I use  

yellow-tinted models.

WATER CONDITIONS
The third variable is the water 

itself. Water temperature is 

paramount; it determines which 

species will be present and 

feeding. Naturally, tropical flats 

fish such as snook, tarpon and 

permit prefer warmer tempera-

tures. Bonefish can tolerate 

moderate water temperatures in 

the 70s, while mid- and south-

Atlantic flats feature spotted 

seatrout, striped bass, redfish 

and black drum that tolerate 

colder water. Interestingly, 

barracuda remain on flats even 

in cold weather.

Deep water allows fish enough 

room to swim on the flats proper. 

I consider moon phases essential 

I ACTUALLY PREFER NOT TO WEAR SUNGLASSES 

WHEN LOOKING FOR TAILING, ROLLING, 

CRAWLING OR PUSHING FISH. CONVERSELY, WHEN 

I NEED TO SEE INTO THE WATER COLUMN FOR CRUISING 

FISH, I DON THE FINEST POLARIZED SUNGLASSES I OWN.

On flats 

that feature 

combinations 

of sand, grass 

clumps and rock, 

bottom cruisers 

such as bonefish 

are often 

harder to spot. 

But midwater 

cruisers such 

as tarpon and 

permit should be 

easier to locate.

flood tides that allow skiffs to 

chase redfish into shallow spar-

tina grass flats, whereas winter 

in South Florida creates such 

low tides that flats are barren for 

miles at low tide, especially if the 

ebb tide is pushed by northerly 

winds.

The next consideration with 

water movement is tide — in 

particular: direction, stage and 

velocity. Many books have been 

written on tide, but one overriding 

axiom is that each flat has its 

own species-specific productive 

tidal periods. Permit might move 

better on a particular flat during 

the last part of an incoming tide, 

while bonefish might move across 

the same flat on the mid to last 
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part of the outgoing tide. I have 

always preferred fishing flats on 

the spring tides that produce the 

fastest currents and water move-

ment, provoking agitation and 

disorientation of forage such as 

shrimp, crabs and clams.

Remember to bring a logbook 

and pen to take notes on partic-

ularly fishy conditions. Certain 

flats have contours that create 

unique meanders (winding 

currents) that trap bait. Places 

like this exist throughout Miami’s 

Biscayne Bay and produce highly 

predictable permit fishing on a 

tidal profile. If you see a regular 

current meander, make note 

of it because it will likely prove 

extremely productive. The last 

Both tarpon and bonefish are 

notable contour feeders. Bottom 

compositions that feature sandy 

potholes in the midst of grassy 

expanses can be honey holes for 

big trout and snook. Mangrove 

islands in the middle of flats 

are usually circumscribed by 

deeper moats that harbor snook 

and tarpon. In addition, muddy 

bottoms can retain heat better 

than sand can, and therefore 

become fish-friendly throughout 

a warming winter day.

SIGNS OF LIFE
The final essential variable is 

signs of life. In particular, pay 

attention to forage and predatory 

species. If you find a flat with 

Sandy potholes 

in the midst of 

grassy expanses 

can be honey 

holes for game 

fish like this 

bonefish.

MODERN TECHNOLOGY COMES TO OUR AID

Many years ago in Islamorada and Florida Bay, some fishing guides hired small-plane operators to search for strings and daisy chains of tarpon. Though 

the practice of using spotting planes is no longer viable, we can be grateful for two newer aids that gaze down from aloft.

The first is Google Earth, the Web-based visual-mapping program that offers some extremely detailed views of flats, often showing shallows, 

 drop-offs and channels in considerable detail. Some extremely remote regions might not yet be photographed, but many have been, much to the 

benefit of the world-traveling do-it-yourself flats-fisherman.

The second and newest development — camera-equipped drones — can be operated from a hand console with a display screen. The best part is that 

these devices take HD videos and stills of the entire area you plan to explore. The results can be reviewed again and again. The drones fly at various 

heights for your exploratory needs. Before operating the drone, first check to see whether there are any laws or regulations that prohibit its use. Also 

practice with the drone on land before taking it on the boat.

aspect of water assessment is 

water clarity. If you are fishing 

dark-water Everglades flats or 

other turbid shallows, blind-cast 

or spot-cast the skinny water 

with topwater plugs, spoons 

or other search lures, such as 

spinner baits. These methods can 

produce redfish, snook, seatrout 

and other species.

FLATS COMPOSITION
Other strategic variables to 

consider when dissecting a flat 

are its size, shape and bottom 

composition. The size, shape 

and contours of a flat are crucial 

factors for poling strategies as 

well as predicting the move-

ment of certain flats species. 
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wading birds, rays and sharks, 

this is prime feeding activity indi-

cating the presence of baits such 

as minnows and shrimp. Clues 

to fish-feeding activity can take 

many forms. It might be the pres-

ence of spraying glass minnows: 

a sign that seatrout, Spanish 

mackerel and other game fish are 

active. In Los Roques, Venezuela, 

spraying minnows usually mean 

feeding bonefish. Schools of 

finger mullet on a flat regularly 

attract redfish, snook, seatrout 

and tarpon.

Then there’s the crunchy 

food. Savvy flats-fishers know 

the presence of live crabs in the 

water column and on the seafloor 

attract redfish, bonefish, tarpon 

and permit. But don’t over-

look stationary food such as sea 

urchins, clams and sea worms. 

My personal-record permit 

(23 pounds on 4-pound line) 

had a gut loaded with black sea 

urchins. Groups of wading birds 

help pinpoint baitfish or shrimp 

concentrations. On a recent flats 

trip to Flamingo, Florida, the 

birds tipped us off to a large school 

of small tarpon gulping shrimp.

Lastly, watch the flats closely 

for signal species, as I call 

them. Stingrays and trunkfish 

often hunt for the same food as 

bonefish, redfish and permit. And 

if lots of sharks and barracuda 

are present, these species are 

targeting the very same flats fish 

you’re hunting.

EXTREME TIDES
Severely low or high tides on the 

flats should be treated as fishing 

opportunities rather than 

daunting limitations. The best 

results come when flats anglers 

have done solid advance plan-

ning for an upcoming extreme 

tide. Pair the intended target 

species to the location and water 

level to figure out where the fish 

will stage.

Decidedly low water often 

concentrates fish. Winters in 

Florida feature seasonal low 

tides. If this occurs in the pres-

ence of a north wind and an 

outgoing spring tide, normally 

water-covered flats can be dry 

for miles. In these conditions, it 

is not unusual for certain flats 

fish like seatrout to temporarily 

hunker down in flats potholes 

that retain enough water for 

refuge. Enterprising anglers who 

have prior knowledge of these 

potholes or channels can enjoy 

astonishing action. The challenge 

is reaching these small havens. 

The trek might take a combina-

tion of long, careful wading and 

paddling a stand-up paddleboard 

(SUP). In years past, I have taken 

almost two-dozen trout from 

one particularly large pothole on 

Florida’s west coast. Fortunately 

for me, this extreme low-tide 

haven is only a 50-yard walk over 

fairly hard bottom.

In the Sunshine State, the fall 

season brings notably high tides. 

Once again, if this coincides with 

onshore winds and a high spring 

tide, water can flood dry shore-

lines or other places skiff anglers 

can’t normally explore. This is 

the time of year to follow the fish 

to the secluded places that never 

have access. A classic example is 

the flood-tide fishing for redfish 

in the shallow grass fields of north 

Florida and nearby coastal states 

of Georgia and South Carolina. 

When I fish bonefish in Miami in 

these conditions, I pole my skiff 

to within 3 feet of the beaches.

EXAMINE,  
STUDY, RECORD
Traditionally, a good way to learn 

the physical characteristics of a 

flat is to put down the fishing 

rod and explore the expanse you 

want to learn. An ideal time to 

do this is during the low-tide 

phases beneath a strong over-

head sun. Obviously, you should 

have enough water under you 

that you won’t run aground or 

risk stranding.

Vessels such as kayaks and 

SUPs can be used for exploratory 

expeditions when the waters are 

too shallow for a skiff. I prefer 

putting an SUP on my skiff for 

my prospecting trips because it 

is far sleeker and less cumber-

some than a kayak. I also like the 

SUP advantage of standing on my 

exploration trips because more 

height leads to better visibility. 

Carry your waterproofed logbook 

and make copious notes. I person-

ally love fishing sandy beach flats 

for bonefish in Belize and snook 

at Sanibel Island. Beach flats fish 

best during the high tide. But you 

want to explore the area during a 

midday low tide to spot shallow 

gullies and ruts that fish use for 

travel and feeding. Try to do this 

in your bare feet, if possible. You 

will be amazed by how the soles 

of your feet feel the smallest 

contours that bonefish or snook 

utilize as highways when the tide 

rises later. 

ABOUT THE AUTHOR:

Jan S. Maizler is a veteran shallow-

water light-tackle journalist. He 

has fished flats all over the world. 

His latest book is Fishing for 

Spotted Seatrout, published by 

University Press of Florida.

When the silver 

king is cruising, 

rather than 

“rolling,” look 

for established 

flats contours 

that mark 

well-traveled 

highways.

SEVERELY LOW OR HIGH TIDES ON THE FLATS 

SHOULD BE TREATED AS FISHING OPPORTUNITIES 

RATHER THAN DAUNTING LIMITATIONS. THE BEST 

RESULTS COME WHEN FLATS ANGLERS HAVE DONE SOLID 

ADVANCE PLANNING FOR AN UPCOMING EXTREME TIDE.
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www.CHARKBAIT.com

877-424-2751

FREE OFFER

Huntington Beach and San Diego, CA

Toro Tamer Super
Braid Spooling
included with your
order plus topshot!
Rigged and ready
to fish -up to 300 yds!

Performance + Value
UNMATCHED!

Okuma!
2016 Metaloid Series

The Metaloid Series reels offer exceptional
performance and value. Single speeds from $189,
2 speeds from $219! All metal construction, 3 year
warranty. And, we make the deal even sweeter...

2016 White Marlin Open Kallianassa 1st place 
white marlin wins over $2.8 MILLION DOLLARS!

2016 Pirates Cove Billfi sh Tournament 
1st place Uno Mas Capt. Tommy Lynskey 

2016 Virginia Beach Invitational Marlin Tournament 
1st place Anticipation Capt. Harvey Shifl et

2016 Los Suenos Triple Crown Series 
1st place Agitator Capt. Jon Duffi  e 

2016 Bahamas Billfi sh Championship 
1st place Uno Mas Capt. Tommy Lynskey 

BALLYHOO  MACKEREL   SPLIT-TAIL MULLET  SQUID 

All bait is brined, vacuum packed and blast frozen to 
ensure freshness. Unrigged or professionally rigged.

Baitmasters of South Florida, Inc.
1-800-NEW-BAIT (639-2248) | 305-751-7007

6911 NE 3RD AVE., MIAMI, FL 33138
FAX: 305-758-8074 | WWW.BAITMASTERS.COM

SHIPPING!

Tournament Quality Baits
Order Online or from 

Your Local Dealer
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Locking Outrigger Pulley 

Eliminates halyard creep

Marine & Outdoor Products

www.gotomop.com

1-877-777-5126

“Ingenious
New
Product”

—Saltwater Sportsman

Apple, the Apple Logo, and iTunes are trademarks of Apple Inc., registered in the U.S. and 

other countries.  iPad is a trademark of Apple Inc. App Store is a service mark of Apple Inc. 

Print Subscribers 
Get FREE iPad® access!

Download the app today for 
instant access!
To Subscribe go to:

www.sportfishing.com/subscribe

FISHING SINKERS

EGG – SURF CASTING

917.589.8334 • swivits@gmail.com US PATENTSTM USA

Order from: 
      Amazon Books or Kindle

turns into danger 
and collusion. Seth 
and the “Geezers” 
take on a shadowy
underworld in the 
Turks and Caicos. 
As tournament time 
approaches, Seth
helps an old friend 
turn the tables on a stacked deck. 
Lights out in Providenciales!

– Capt. Tommy Tucker
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C H A R T E R  B O AT S  & 
A N G L E R  S E R V I C E S

FLORIDA

D O U B L E  D  C H A RT E R S 

Miami - Sport Fishing charters 

specializing in offshore live 

baiting, trolling, kite fishing 

for sailfish, swordfish, tarpon, 

wahoo, dolphin, marlin and 

much more!  Call Capt. Dean 

Panos 954-805-8231 or visit 

www.doubledcharters.com. 

DRY TORTUGAS 

D RY TORTUG AS /  KEY 

WEST adventures aboard 

the Lisa B, a 43 ft. liveaboard 

charter boat located in Naples, 

FL. Please call 239-774-2344.

COSTA RICA

“ C O S T A  R I C A  D R E A M 

M A K E R S ”  S p o r t  F i s h i n g 

Packages at the Los Sueno 

R e s o r t  &  M a r i n a  W B S 

C h a m p i o n s h i p  w i n n i n g 

b o a t  c h a r t e r s ,  L u x u r y 

rooms, Condos, and Houses. 

Call  us  toll  free today at 

1 - 8 8 8 - 5 8 8 - 2 7 3 6  o r  v i s i t  

www.CostaRicaDreamMakers.

com.

LOS SUENOS RESORT & 

MARINA. #1 Ranked Fishing 

Operation -  Stay in Costa 

Rica - Fishing packages to Los 

Sueños Resort and Marina. 

Luxury accommodations with 

a wide range of vessels from 26’ 

center consoles to 55’ luxury 

yachts. Owners of 32’ Maverick 

Sunny1 and official dealers of 

Maverick fleet 9 Spanish fly and 

Dragin Fly. Call toll free 866-

439-5922 to start planning your 

next adventure or visit www.

StayInCostaRica.com.

S T R A I G H T  U P  S P O RT-

F I S H I N G,  L O S  S U E N O S 

RESORT & MARINA COSTA 

RICA - The finest boats in Los 

Suenos Marina. Straight Up is 

a fully equipped, modern, fast 

26’ Regulator.  Straight Up 

with a Twist is a refitted and 

customized 31’ Bertram with 

Twinn 350hp diesel engines. 

Both boats are equipped with 

the finest custom rods and 

Fin Nor, Penn International, 

a n d  S h i m a n o  T a c k l e . 

Experienced local bilingual 

crew will thrill you with the 

fishing trip of a lifetime! We 

are pleased to assist you with 

luxury accommodations and 

transportation. Contact us at 

01 1- 5 0 6 - 8 3 3 0 - 5 4 1 6  o r  U S : 

646-220-5963. Email: info@

s t r a i g h t u p s p o r t f i s h i n g .

c c o m  V i s i t  u s  a t  w w w .

straightupsportfishing.com.

TO LIST YOUR CHARTER BOAT OR RESORT  
CONTACT: Bill Simkins  

Sport Fishing Magazine, 460 N. Orlando Ave, Ste. 200, Winter Park, FL 32789 

Phone (407) 571-4865 • Fax (407) 637-3519  •  E-mail: bill.simkins@bonniercorp.com

$5.00 per word – 20 word minimum.  Make checks payable to: Bonnier Corporation
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LAST CAST

An angler peers down at what could be mistaken for a strange 

life-form from outer space but is actually a tiny red tuna crab, 

drifting off Baja’s Cedros Island.

P H O T O G R A P H  B Y  A D R I A N  E .  G R A Y





EXPERIENCE THE DIFFERENCE

36’

4700 NW 132ND STREET, OPA LOCKA, FLORIDA 33054  •  PH: 305-685-2704   •  WWW.INVINCIBLEBOATS.COM

“INVINCIBLE HAS SET A NEW INDUSTRY STANDARD FOR QUALITY, FIT & FINISH AND CUSTOMER SERVICE BY
WHICH ALL OTHER BOAT MANUFACTURERS ARE NOW MEASURED.”

OUR PATENTED “STEPPED-VEE VENTILATED TUNNEL” (SVVT) HULL CREATES THE LOWEST DRAG COEFFICIENT OF ANY MONO
HULL ON THE MARKET. THIS MEANS INCREASED SPEED, BETTER FUEL ECONOMY THAN CONVENTIONAL STEPPED HULLS,
AND AN ALL-AROUND BETTER RIDE.


