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BEDSLIDE TRUCK BED SLIDING DRAWERS

BEDSLIDE is simply the easiest way to load and unload your 
truck.  It turns your truck bed into a sliding drawer.  BEDSLIDE 
is about eiciency—minimum time and energy for maxi-
mum results. It’s all about getting the job done right. There is 
a BEDSLIDE model to it almost any truck, van or SUV to make 
loading, transporting and accessing your freight simple and 
safe. Plus, our riv-nut mounting system makes installation 
and removal a cinch. Manufactured in the U.S.A., BEDSLIDE 
has built its reputation on precision craftsmanship, depend-
ability and durability.

GET MORE OUT OF
YOUR TRUCK!

BEDSLIDE 1000 SERIES ...............From $89999  FREE Shipping

BESLIDE 1500 SERIES................From $1,44999  FREE Shipping

FREE SHIPPING
1

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE _ NO HIDDEN FEES

•  Low proile styling folds closed for cargo protection
•  Locks in open position for easy access & large cargo
•  Installs in minutes – NO DRILLING required!
•  Security and protection from the elements
•  Aluminum frame with tear-resistant double sided marine-grade vinyl
•  Industry leading 10 year warranty on vinyl, lifetime on frame

TONNOPRO LOROLL TONNEAU COVER
•  Easily rolls and unrolls for full access to your truck bed
•  Mounts inside bed rails so you can mount ladder rack, bike rack, etc.
•  Aluminum frame with tear-resistant double sided marine-grade vinyl
•  Installs in minutes – NO DRILLING required!
•  Security and protection from the elements
•  Industry leading 10 year warranty on vinyl, lifetime on frame

TONNOPRO TONNOFOLD TRI-FOLD 
TONNEAU COVER

EACH FROM ONLY
$279

$ 27900
FROM

UNMATCHED QUALITY & AFFORDABILITY!

FOLDING OR ROLL-UP PREMIUM VINYL TONNEAU COVERS
YOUR CHOICE:

$ 27900
FROM

GRILLCRAFT MX SERIES STEEL MESH GRILLES
GrillCraft starts with their exclusive steel mesh and micro-frame design.  
Then they precision CNC form it to a perfect it for your front end. Next 
comes the protective zinc plating and the 3-stage baked on powder 
coat inish in your choice of aluminum silver or gloss black. The end re-
sult is the inest mesh grille that delivers a truly custom front-end look.  
Available for all Popular Makes & Models. Lifetime Warranty.

STYLE. REDEFINED.

Available in Black
or Silver Mesh.

$ 117 99
FROM

LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE
2

Up-front low prices with 1-year protection.
1. Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments excluded.  2.  Find it for less and we’ll refund the di�erence up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions apply.  See website for complete details and restrictions.





PROTECT YOUR INTERIOR WITH CUSTOM FLOOR MATS & LINERS!

CalTrend’s Neosupreme material delivers supreme comfort, wraps your 
seats in a stylish, snug-itting wetsuit-like material and protects your 
interior from the inevitable wipeouts. 3-year warranty.

CALTREND NEOSUPREME SEAT COVERS
Made from heavy-duty ToughCamo material with a lacquered topcoat 
for UV- and abrasion-resistance, these premium seat covers stay soft 
and smooth for years of comfortable use. 2-year warranty

CALTREND TOUGHCAMO SEAT COVERS
Carhartt® seat covers are crafted from their signature breathable, 
heavy-duty duck weave fabric that's double over-lapped and triple-
needle stitched on the main seams. 90-day warranty.

CARHARTT® DUCK WEAVE SEAT COVERS

ProZ FLEXOMATS car loor mats completely cover and protect every inch of 
your loor. Plus, the heavy-duty square-rubber tread is designed to deliver 
unbeatable traction while locking in mud and grime. Lifetime Warranty.

FLEXOMATS FLOOR MATS
Custom molded to the exact contours of your vehicle’s loorboards, 
the MAXFLOORMATS deliver wall–to–wall protection. Molded from 
eco–friendly low–density polyethylene. Lifetime Warranty.

MAXLINER MAXFLOORMATS
Treat your feet to the plush carpet mats. Custom-cut for a larger and 
thicker it than ordinary OEM mats. Custom embroidery available. 
70+ factory-match and universal colors. 2-year warranty.

LLOYD MATS CUSTOM CARPET MATS

TM

$ 86 90
FROM PR.

$ 54 96
FROM PR.

$ 99 95
FROM PR.

70+ COLORS AVAILABLE
PLUS CUSTOM EMBROIDERY!

SAFEGUARD NEW SEATS OR WRAP UP THE OLD ONES!  100'S OF STYLES ONLINE

$ 29999
FROM ROW

$ 199 99
FROM ROW

$ 101 00
FROM ROW

or Visit AutoAnything.com

FREE SHIPPING
1

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE _ NO HIDDEN FEES

Up-front low prices with 1-year protection.
LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE

2

1. Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments excluded.  2.  Find it for less and we’ll refund the di�erence up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions apply.  See website for complete details and restrictions.



Bak Industriesis excited to introduce the Revolver 
X2 – an all-new and improved aluminum hard 
rolling tonneau cover that o�ers tough security, 
ingenious mechanical locking rails, a lush low 
proile design, and simple one-handed opera-
tion. Its unique “no proile” design ensures lower 
coeicient wind drag resulting in better fuel 
economy, and renders a clean aesthetically rich 
look. The cover is designed to withstand over 
400 pounds of evenly distributed weight, and 
the Tu�-BAK vinyl lining makes it resistant to 
dents, scratches and wear. Revolver X2 allows for 
100% truck bed access, and locks securely with 
the truck’s tailgate.

BAK REVOLVER X2 TONNEAU COVER

THE WORLD'S FINEST
HARD ROLL-UP TONNEAU!

$ 89900
FROM

© 2013.  AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, Inc.  All other marks are the property of their respective owners.  Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors.

Call Our Experts 800.509.7298

T304 stainless steel tubing, this beefy bull bar boasts a removable skid plate and comes 
in a black powder coat or polished stainless inish. 5-year warranty on the black and a 
lifetime on polished stainless steel.

BLACK....  From $19999  FREE Shipping     STAINLESS.....From $23995  FREE Shipping

STEELCRAFT GRILLE GUARD 
The Steelcraft Grille Guard is forged from rugged T304 stainless steel for premium strength. The 
one-piece construction and integrated removable brush guards shields your front end from dam-
age on or o� road. 5-year warranty on black. Limited Lifetime Warranty on Polished Stainless.

BLACK  ..... From $39999  FREE Shipping

QUALITY PROTECTION & RUGGED GOOD LOOKS!

STAINLESS  From $61999  FREE Shipping

$ 399 99
FROM

$ 199 99
FROM

LARGEST ONLINE SELECTION



$ 719 00
FROM

EASY FOLDING DESIGN, 
HARD COVER SECURITY!

FREE SHIPPING
1

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE _ NO HIDDEN FEES

or Visit AutoAnything.com Up-front low prices with 1-year protection.
LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE

2

1. Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments excluded.  2.  Find it for less and we’ll refund the di�erence up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions apply.  See website for complete details and restrictions.

SUPERIOR BED PROTECTION!
BedRug looks like cozy carpeting, but it’s tough as nails. The thick mat cushions your loads
and keeps cargo from sliding around. And, it’s custom it to your exact year, make and
model, making for an easy installation. Durable all-plastic material stands up to 
heavy cargo and nasty weather. Lifetime Warranty. 

BEDRUG CUSTOM TRUCK BED LINER

“My 2001 F-150 still has the original in it. 

Deer blood, ish guts, wood, mulch, you name 

it and it has withstood the test of time. A quick 

power wash and it’s as good as new.”

- Mike H. (Havre de Grace, MD)

Only Liner I Will Use!

TRUXEDO TRUXPORT ROLL-UP TONNEAU COVER
Want the classiest tonneau in town? Dress your truck with the TruXedo TruXport 
Roll-Up Tonneau Cover. Installation takes just 20 minutes using clever clamps 
– no drilling here. Bed access is fast and easy thanks to the heavy-duty Velcro 
closure system. Straight bows and tension control keep your tarp lat for smooth, 
sleek style. Made in the USA and backed by a 5-year warranty.

“Love this cover. Did a lot of searching and this is exactly what I wanted. Plus it didn’t 

cost a fortune. So far it is water tight and looks great.”- Brian S. (Pullman, WA)

Great American Product!

THE FASTEST, EASIEST WAY
TO TOP YOUR BED!

$ 425 65
FROM

$ 28900
FROM

• Stylish OEM matte inish
• Strong and secure trifold design
• Quick & easy to operate
• Dent resistant panels
• Cooler to the touch
• Installs in minutes, no tools
• Safety and SpeedKlamps 
• Extang Engineered
• Integrated snap-on seals
• Ultimate water management

Integrated snap on seals make 
it the most water resistant 
folding cover on the market.
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The Eleventh Hour EDITOR: JEREMY COOK

I
f you’ve been reading Truckin for the last couple years 

you know that I’m a big fan of all things nostalgic 

when it comes to the truck scene. I love the trucks, the 

people, and the stories that go with pretty much every 

era that this hobby/sport/addiction have been through. And 

as I mentioned last month, I came of age at a time where mini 

trucks were pretty much dominating the scene. If it was not 

for that scene in Southern California, and beyond, in the late 

’80s it is doubtful I would be sitting here right now. 

Even as I strayed away from the mini scene to build customs 

and off-road trucks, I still a pretty close watch on what was 

happening. When I eventually took my first job at Truckin, I 

sat next to Mike Finnegan—a big bonus for me. Not because I 

had a premonition that he was going to be a big Roadkill star 

someday, definitely not! But because I got to see and hear what 

was going on in the scene day to day and first hand in addition 

to what I saw at the shows. My first cover was an MT one that we 

collaborated on, and the amateur model even became pretty 

famous, so we must have done something right.

With all these roots and history with Mini Truckin and the 

scene that surrounded it, I was sure sad to see it go. I guess 

the old adage was true: “You can only build so many forty 

thousand dollar mini trucks and sell them for eight grand 

before you move on to something else.” More importantly, 

the advertising dollars were no longer there to support the 

magazine. And most importantly, with a few exceptions, the 

overall quality seemed to be lacking. I vowed to keep it alive 

as a part of Truckin and online as part of the Truck Trend 

Super Site and social media channels.

During the past two years without the magazine, I noticed 

a few things. Our Mini Truckin Facebook still has nearly a 

million followers, more than most magazines that are still on 

the newsstand. There are several other pages and websites up 

and running that see daily, almost hourly updates. The Mini 

Truckin Hall of Fame that Bob Hase and friends started has 

been a success. So has The West Coast Influence DVD, from 

Todd “Radar” Hendrix. It seems everything in the world of 

mini trucks is thriving, except for the most important one, the 

trucks themselves. 

Now, before you internet warriors start suiting up for battle, 

I did not say there are no nice minis anymore. We have been 

running a killer truck on our pages every month for two years. 

A few around are continuing to set a new standard for builders 

to come. 

But that’s just it. We want to have one of the most cutting-

edge minis in the world in Truckin every month. And we simply 

are not finding the trucks that frequently. You’ve seen the 

names in the book. We have experienced freelancers all over 

the country on the lookout. 

Truckin has a finite amount of pages, and every truck 

we feature is a decision not to be taken lightly. My point and 

question to you is this: Do we continue to run a mini every 

month, even it is of clean, driver quality, and do it at risk of 

leaving out a late model or classic full size that is better built. 

Or do we run minis less frequently, and literally only featuring 

the best of the best. Like it says below, I really want to hear your 

thoughts on this. So much so, that the best answer I recieve is 

going to get a T-shirt and stickers coming their way.    

Keep on Truckin’

-JC

We want to hear from you! Please send any questions, comments, or concerns to editorsinbox@truckin.com. 

Save 
the 
Minis!
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G
ot something to tell us? This is your spot. Tell us 

you like a feature, want to see more tech stories of 

your particular truck, or that we got a new truck 

test right or wrong. We’ve dedicated this one page 

to anything and everything you have to say. Think of it as our 

Facebook wall, only it goes to print instead of being forgotten 

in ive seconds. Speaking of which, we’ll be selecting some of 

the best posts on our Facebook wall and printing them here, 

so be sure to friend us at facebook.com/truckinmag. We 

can be reached at editorsinbox@truckin.com.

Who’s There

I picked up a ’99 Tahoe LT 2WD with the Vortec 350 and a 4l60e 

transmission about eight months ago and use it as my daily. Re-

cently, it developed a slight knocking sound when I do a cold start-

up. I can’t really pinpoint the area it’s coming from, but it goes away 

ater it has warmed up. It hasn’t lost any power and drives ine ater I 

let it run for a few minutes. I am starting to think it is a rod bearing or 

maybe even a valve ticking, but I really can’t tell. Can you tell me the 

easiest way to detect it? And secondly, if it’s worth rebuilding. I am 

disabled and really can’t do the work myself ,so I hope it’s nothing se-

rious. Thanks and keep up the great work on an amazing magazine!

Scott Bornho� 

Williamston, South Carolina

Scott,

Well you have a complex question, there, Scott. You did not mention 

the miles on the truck, we will assume since it is a ’99 it has above 100k 

miles . What you might have is an age- and wear-related question. First, 

examine the recall board. What we found is it could be one of two issues. 

First there could be wear on the crankshaft bearings, specifically the 

number 5 bearing, or it could be a connecting rod bearing. But that is 

what the recall boards will say because they have to. General consensus 

is you have slight wear on the cylinder wall. After a few minutes of 

warming up, the piston expands and takes up some of that extra space, 

causing the noise to stop. Many GM owners report this is common 

problem that has occurred during the life of their trucks. There is no 

easy way to detect it, but these are great engines, which deserve to be 

given a long life. If it your problem continually worsens, go to your trusty 

mechanic, or check out companies like www.bluprintengines.com 

for a replacement long-block, because its days may be numbered.

Steer Clear 

I own a ’07 F-350 Super Duty that I have been using for work in 

my equipment rental business.. I also use it to pull an enclosed toy 

hauler loaded with a few ATVs and camping equipment when 

the family and I head out for a fun weekend. The truck has a little 

over 100,000 miles on it and I’ve been slowly changing parts 

out to tighten up the steering. I have changed the track bar to a 

ReadyLIFT bar, replaced the tie rod ends with new factory pieces, 

and had the ball joints changed a little while ago. Now, I want to do 

steering stabilizers, got any suggestions? 

Steve Sorvino 

(Sent via email) 

Steve, 

Those F-350s 

are plenty tough 

and built to take 

a beating, but just 

like anything, they 

can wear down. It 

sounds like you 

have done good 

repairs to keep your workhorse on the road. A new set of steering 

stabilizers can do wonders when it comes to keeping the steering 

tracking straight and true. We took a look over at Auto Anything 

and found several options available. You can purchase complete 

kits from Skyjacker, Rancho, Icon, and Fox. All ofer hassle-free, direct 

bolt-on installation and will put the confidence back in your steering’s 

capabilities. Another area to look at is the steering pump. It may have 

lost a few steps over the years and replacing it can’t hurt. 

Rebel Yell

Hey guys, I’ve been a big fan of Truckin’ for a long time and love to 

read about the custom trucks featured on your pages. I have a ’00 

Dodge Ram 1500 single cab, and I put on a K&N ilter, a throttle body 

spacer, and a Diablo tuner to give truck a more horsepower. I run a 

Magnalow straight muler on the back and love the sound. I’m look-

ing to pass the truck of to my son, who is now of driving age , and am 

in the market for one of those new 1500 Rebels, if I can get my hands 

on one. I love the look and sound, plus I’m looking into buying a 

larger truck—a Quad Cab. What is your opinion on that truck?

Dave Klein

Lansing, Michigan

Dave, 

You seem to be a 

Dodge man through 

and through. The 

2016 Rebel is a sharp-

looking truck with a 

lot going for it. A ’15 

Rebel had two engine 

choices: the 305hp, 

269lb-ft 3.6L Pentastar, and a 395hp, 410 torque 5.7L Hemi. Whichever 

year or engine configuration you choose will yield a pretty badass 

truck. The ‘16 is only available with the Hemi. In our humble opinion, 

you should go with the Hemi, not just for its high power and tow rating 

but its throaty exhaust note. A few things to note: It has unique air 

springs front and rear, giving it a 1-inch suspension lift with Bilstein 

shocks all around. It has over 10 inches of ground clearance and is 

more than capable of rambling of road and stretching out the Hemi. 

You can do a fair bit of upgrading, as well. Flowmaster, MBRP, and 

Gibson all make exhaust systems for it, K&N makes cold air intakes, 

and you can add a host of exterior upgrades like tonneau covers and 

side steps.   

What’d you say?
BY ANTHONY SOOS
PHOTOGRAPHY: TRUCKIN STAFF
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BY ANTHONY SOOS
PHOTOGRAPHY: MANUFACTURERS
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New Products

Stopping Power

Who: Baer Brakes

What: 6-piston Forged Calipers

Why: Optimized piston position and size provides 

maximum braking performance and ability to match front 

and rear caliper performance with two-piece forged design 

with six high-strength Holo-Krome alloy cross bolts for 

maximum caliper rigidity and braking performance. The 

highest-quality materials are used for superior performance 

and reliability. Custom-orders ofer diferent piston sizes and 

variety of caliper body colors. From complete Baer brake 

systems to Baer Sport rotor replacements and pads, Baer 

is committed to delivering the best performance, quality, 

and service.

Where: 602.233.1411, www.baer.com

View to a Thrill

Who: GoPro

What: HERO+

Why: GoPro has established itself as one of the 

leaders in video capturing and the new HERO+ 

ofers new features and a lower price. Waterproof, 

mountable, and compatible with GoPro’s vast array 

of mounts and accessories, the HERO+ captures 

stunning 1080p60 and 720p60 video and 8MP 

single, time-lapse, and burst photos with the same 

impressive image quality GoPro is known for.

Where: (888) 600-4659, www.gopro.com

Air Up

Who: Air Lift

What: SmartAir II System

Why: Automatic self-leveling system designed to maintain optimum ride height 

on any road, under any load condition. The SmartAir II system uses leveling 

sensors that accurately detect when the vehicle is unlevel and automatically 

return the air springs to the desired ride height. It does all that with no lines 

or controls in the cabin. The kit comes complete with a pre-assembled wiring 

harness, electronic sensor system, compressor, and an illustrated instruction 

manual for easy installation. 

Where: 800.248.0892 www.airliftcompany.com

In Tune

Who: Diablo Sport

What: in Tune i2 Performance programmer

Why: Whether your ride is bone stock or highly 

modified, the inTune i2 will take it to the next level 

of performance. The company has integrated 

the latest electronics technology with its rock-

solid performance tuning options. Between the 

adjustable parameter options, pre-loaded tune 

selections, and the amazing new features packed 

into the new i2, it will reset your expectations of 

what a handheld tuner can do.

Where: 561.908.0040, www.diablosport.

com



SUBSCRIBE TODAY
MOTORTRENDONDEMAND.COM

THE WORLD’S PREMIER DESTINATION FOR AUTOMOTIVE VIDEO CONTENT—MOTORSPORT, 

ORIGINAL SERIES, MOVIES, DOCUMENTARIES—AT YOUR FINGERTIPS.

DRIVE IT.
RACE IT.
LIVE IT.
GET IT. NOW.

USE PROMO CODE:
GETMOTOR

FOR DISCOUNT

FOR LOYAL PRINT SUBSCRIBERS

 29% OFF



Name Change

Who: SOTA Ofroad

What: S.C.A.R. Wheel

Why: SOTA Ofroad has changed its name from BMF. It will continue 

to ofer the same tough and good-looking wheels the company has 

always ofered. The company will ofer the same wheels, including 

the Novakane, F.I.T.E., REHAB, B.A.T.L., BRAWL, A.W.O.L., M-80, and 

R.E.P.R., and the Pro-Series bead-loc designs, SSD & DRT. Except the 

center cap will now read SOTA. The latest design is the S.C.A.R. wheel 

and will feature the new displacement milling process.

Where: 714.579.7800, 

www.SOTAoffroad.com

Anti-Rust

Who: MavCoat

What: Steel Shield

Why: MavCoat developed its high-tech 

corrosion-preventive spray to handle 

harsh desert racing. It repels water, 

dirt, mud, and sand. The non-oily, 

transparent formula stays in place and 

is transparent. Its unique composition 

allows you to weld and grind without 

time-consuming surface prep. Use 

Steel Shield in places that commonly 

corrode or rust, and the protection 

will last for months. Overspray does 

not harm other engine parts it may 

come into contact with, such as wires, 

harnesses, plastics, or paint.

Where: 714.501.6383,  

www.mavcoatsteelshield.com

New Products

Vintage Power

Who: XS Power 

What: Retro Look Batteries

Why: Complete the look of your vintage truck build with all the power and 

performance expected from XS Power. Weighing in at less than 48 pounds, 

each battery produces 3,300 max amps of current, and packs an incredible 

1,000 cranking amps. It has the added flexibility of being a top post or side 

post configuration. All XS Power batteries are sealed for added longevity 

and safety.  

Where: 888.4XSPOWER, 

www.4xspower.com

Buzz Off

Who: Rockwell Tools

What: 20v MaxLithium  

              Impact Wrench

Why: Add one of these 12-inch 

three-speed powerhouses to your 

arsenal, and there’s nothing you can’t 

do. The 20v MaxLithium impact wrench has 

adjustable torque settings to handle all kinds of 

jobs. The wrench features computer-controlled 

power distribution, which improves motor 

e�iciency and durability by reducing noise, heat 

buildup, friction, and wear. Tackle jobs from 

changing tires, to removing skidplates, 

removing leaf-spring U-bolts, and 

so much more. You’ll wonder 

what you did without one.

Where: 866.955.4176, 

www.rockwelltools.com
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Busted Knuckles
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BY GRANT COX
PHOTOGRAPHY: GRANT COX

F
or Gabe Castaneda, driving across the country to work on drilling rigs 

is a normal part of life. As a big plus, Castaneda can scout for cool cars 

and trucks with For Sale signs in the windows. During the early morning 

hours of November, while driving through a small East Texas town, 

Castaneda knew he had found something special—this crew cab Chevy. Ater he 

completed his work shit, he rushed back to check out the truck. Ater negotiating 

back and forth for about 30 minutes, they struck a deal. The truck was loaded onto 

a trailer, so Castaneda could take it back home with him to Caldwell, Texas. 

Castaneda immediatly got on the phone with Jake McKiddie of Phat Phabz in 

Choctaw, Oklahoma, to discuss how to get this beast closer to scrapin’ the roads and 

highways of Texas. He loaded the truck back up and sent his good friend Jimmy 

Chollett to drop it of at one baddest shops in America. McKiddie put his golden 

touch on the truck by giving it a fully custom-built frame. He also did the unthink-

able, laying body over 

a set of 26-inch Intro 

Del Sols. With the truck 

still in the construction 

stage, Castaneda had a 

loaded wish list in the 

works. It included an LS 

swap, full custom metal 

work, paint from Ike Ray, 

custom interior, and 

other goodies sched-

uled to be completed for 

the ’16 show season.   

  Inside the Build

Year/Make/Model: 

1984 Chevrolet C30

Owner and City/State: 

Gabe Castaneda; Caldwell, Tex.

Club A�iliation: Aftermath Texas

CHASSIS

Full custom boxed frame by Jake McKiddie

Front Suspension :, 2600 Dominator airbags, stock spindles

Rear Suspension : Custom two-link setup, 2600 Dominator 

airbags, 16-gallon custom fuel cell

DRIVETRAIN

Engine Stock 350, Flowmaster exhaust

BODY 
Matte Blue primer paint, shaved taillights and tailgate, Billet 

grille by Chicken House Chop Shop; Nacogdoches, Tex.

INTERIOR 

Smoothed and painted dash

WHEELS & TIRES

Wheels: 26x9, 26x12; Intro Del Sol

Tires: 275/25R26, 305/30R26; Durun

Special Thanks: “Aftermath Texas, Jake McKiddie, Roger 

Castaneda, Paul Castaneda, Jimmy Chollett, and Cameron and 

Caden Castaneda.” 

NIP/TUCK
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Radical Renderings
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HORTON 
HEARS A 
VROOM
K

ris Horton is a custom-vehicle designer and digital 

artist based in Southern California, as well as the 

owner of Cars by Kris, a freelance design firm 

focused on vehicle renderings. Horton has been 

creating digital 3D renderings for 12 years, having designed 

countless SEMA show vehicles, as well as Ridler and AMBR 

contenders. Horton made his way into the automotive in-

dustry by creating an original concept for the 5th Generation 

Camaro, which debuted in Popular Hot Rodding in 2003. When 

people discovered the images in the article were actually digi-

tal renderings, people began approaching Horton for photo-

realistic images of their own project cars. He quickly became 

known for his unique 3D renderings and has been doing them 

ever since. Horton specializes in Pro-Touring Cars and custom 

trucks, but also branches out into other areas of design and il-

lustration, such as luxury yachts, military watercraft, apparel, 

and action figures. Horton is available for vehicle illustrations, 

concept designs, or project proposal needs. Look for more info 

and rendering samples at www.carsbykris.com.   

BY ANTHONY SOOS
RENDERING: KRIS HORTON

Project Wanderlust is a ’16 Explorer Sport built by Cars by Kris. Horton’s 

personal SEMA project for 2015 was built in conjunction with the Ford 

Motor, Co., as part of their SEMA Project Vehicle Program. This project 

showcases the Explorer’s new facelift and is meant to be a perfect touring 

vehicle for coast-to-coast road trips. It’s twin-turbo EcoBoost engine has 

been cranked up courtesy of Eco Power Parts and the company’s partners. 

Downpipes and a tune have been added, as well as a CGS Performance 

cat-back exhaust. Perched on top of this Explorer is an all-carbon fiber 

roof box from 56° Nord. Rolling stock takes the form of one-of Triumph 

Performance forged wheels, and huge Toyo Proxes STII tires with a 

Wilwood big brake kit. It finishes of the sporty treatment this typically 

mild-mannered SUV deserves.

This ’15 Ford F-150 is still in the development phase, but that didn’t stop 

Horton from stretching his design muscles to see what could be made of 

this truck’s very customizable platform. With a little bit of Lightning DNA, 

this low-slung muscle truck is all about speed. This truck looks the part, 

even standing still, but won’t stay that way for long. The supercharged 5.0L 

Coyote engine rumbles out its healthy growl from the exhaust pipes just 

in front of the rear wheel and begs to be taken on the road. A carbon-fiber 

front splitter slams the truck lower at high speeds, as the aerodynamic 

tonneau cover with integrated speed wing keeps the air flow going where 

it must. Meaty Toyo Proxes R888 tires will be mounted to Forgeline SE-1 

wheels, wheels along with six piston brakes, to keep this beast under 

control.





BY SEAN HOLMAN
PHOTOGRAPHY: COURTESY OF THE MANUFACTURER
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Factory Fresh

Will History 
Repeat 
Itself?

2017 Ford 
Super-Duty 
Revealed

F
or the ’17 model 

year, the Super Duty 

is enjoying its irst 

complete redesign 

in nearly two decades, with 

what Ford is calling the “most 

signiicant product action” in 17 

years. While the basic aluminum 

body structure is shared with the 

handsome F-150, the front clip, 

hood, fenders, lights, and beds are 

all unique to the Super Duty. The 

new mil-spec aluminum body is 

stronger and more dent resistant 

than the old steel body. To handle 

higher loads, the Super Duty uses 

thicker gauges of aluminum in 

key areas. 

Ford pegs the weight savings 

at somewhere around 350 

pounds net. And because this 

switch to an aluminum body 

resulted in such a massive 

weight savings (according to 

Ford, it slashed more than 500 

pounds by swapping the old steel 

body for an aluminum one), the 

company focused on increasing 

the truck’s already stellar capabil-

ity. Ninety-ive percent of the 

fully boxed frame is made from 

high-strength steel, using rails that 

are 1.5 inches taller, resulting in 

a frame stifness up to 24 times 

higher than the old one. Other im-

provements include larger axles, 

a heavier-duty driveline, bigger 

brakes, and tougher transfer 

cases. Additionally, all Super-Duty 

trucks now come standard with 

weight-carrying hitches.

You won’t ind any EcoBoost 

engines lurking under the Super 

Duty’s aluminum hood, as Ford 

has decided to stick with the fa-

miliar for its powertrain oferings. 

Carrying over are the 6.2L gas V-8, 

6.8L gas V-10 (chassis cab only), 

and potent 6.7L Power Stroke 

diesel V-8. An all-new six-speed 

transmission, which Ford is call-

ing the TorqShit-G, will also debut 

behind the 6.2L V-8. The rest of 

the lineup will get a version of 

today’s six-speed 6R140 TorqShit 

transmission.

During Ford’s live event at the 

State Fair of Texas, the company 

announced not only would 

the Power Stroke diesel V-8 get 

a bump in output, but the gas 

engines would be more powerful 

and torquier, as well. We assume 

that means a boost from the 

385hp and 405lb-t of torque of 

the 6.2L V-8 and the 362hp and 

457lb-t of torque of the 6.8L V-10. 

In addition, the SOHC 6.2L V-8 will 

beneit from larger intake valves 

and dual-equal variable cam tim-

ing. It will also be E85 capable and 

available with a CNG/propane 

prep kit (same with the three-

valve V-10 on chassis cabs).

Features we love are the LED 

bed-lighting system, the latest 

version of the tailgate step, Ford’s 

Tough Bed spray-in liner, and 

Ford’s new BoxLink storage and 

cleat system. The short bed of the 

Super Duty also kept the front 

stake pockets, something that 

is curiously lost on the F-150—a 

shortcoming for drivers who use 

bedrail-mounted racks for work 

or action sports.

Using the F-150’s body has 

beneitted the Super Duty with 

up to six additional inches of 

cab length over the outgoing 

truck, resulting in a roomier 

cabin. The Super Duty also 

shares the dash and totally lat 

rear loor with its ½-ton brother, 

but it adds some unique storage 

solutions, such as a two-tier 

glove box, and dividable and 

locking rear under-seat storage. 

The higher-amperage upitter 

switches have been moved 

to the overhead console and 

now total six, two of which are 

powered at all times. Other 

items shared with the F-150 are 

an 8-inch productivity screen, 

improved trailer brake control-

ler location, multi-contour seats 

with optional massaging func-

tion, and inlatable rear safety 

belts. You can now get up to two 

400W/110V power outlets.

Perhaps the biggest story 

about the Super Duty is just 

how loaded with technol-

ogy it is. At the heart of these 

upgrades are up to seven high-

resolution cameras. In addition 

to cameras, the Super Duty is 

now equipped with blind-spot 

monitoring, and unlike the 

F-150, this feature remains func-

tional when a trailer is attached. 

Tire-pressure monitoring gauge 

now has the ability to monitor 

trailer-tire pressure.

About the only thing the 

Super Duty lacks is the F-150’s 

Pro Trailer backup assist. 

Unfortunately, the Super Duty 

chassis isn’t equipped with the 

same electric-assisted EPAS 

steering setup as the F-150, so 

the capability isn’t baked into 

the platform as it is on the ½-ton 

trucks. However, it does use a 

new adaptive steering system 

that will be able to adjust to 

diferent driving situations and 

reduce the amount of steering 

input needed, depending on 

speed and load.

The Super Duty also beneits 

from the all-new and much-

improved Sync 3 communica-

tions and entertainment system, 

along with support for Siri Eyes 

Free. Additionally, the F-Series 

Super Duty has undertaken 12 

million miles of testing before it 

goes into the customer’s hands 

next year. That’s 20 percent 

more than the F-150 when it was 

in its development stages. 

From what we know so 

far about the new Super Duty, 

there is a lot to be excited about, 

with much, much more news 

to come. Ford assures us we 

won’t be disappointed by the 

end results, a quieter, tougher, 

smoother-riding, more-capable, 

more-powerful Super Duty.

The truck is deserving of the 

13-inch Blue Oval on the grille 

and poised to carry FoMoCo 

into the next chapter of the 

heavy-duty pickup wars. Ford is 

hoping history will continue to 

repeat itself.   

For More Exclusive 
Coverage On The 
2017 Ford Super Duty 
Check Us Out Online 

@truckin.com
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BEGINNER’S 
LUCK

BY NICK ZALESKY 
PHOTOGRAPHY: NICK ZALESKY 
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First-Time Build 
Turns Badass 
Show Winner

W
henever we see an outrageous truck 

build like this ’15 Chevy 2500 HD, 

previous builds are brought up and 

referenced to gain insight. Usually, the 

owner is attempting to one-up his past builds and go 

even crazier than before. That’s not the case with this 

custom build. This is Ryan Hansen’s irst attempt at a 

truck build, and he went all in right at the beginning. 

Hansen wanted to build an over-the-top, aggressive 

truck and knew that Five R Trucks in Golden, Colorado, 

would be the shop to help him achieve his goal. Ater 

meeting with Five R and discussing where he wanted to 

go with the Silverado, they asked KEG Media to work its 

magic on a rendering for the build. Rendering in hand, a 

blank Chevy canvas was ready to transform. 
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 Inside the Build

Year/Make/Model: 

2015 Chevy 2500 HD

Owner and City/State: 

Ryan Hansen; Brighton, Colorado

CHASSIS:

Front Suspension: 15-inch Full Throttle Suspension 

Rear Suspension: Full Throttle Suspension four-link coilover 

Shocks: Full Throttle Suspension 2.5 reservoir, stainless steel 

brake lines 

DRIVETRAIN:

Engine: 6.6L twin turbo diesel, with AirDog fuel pump, Mag-

Hytec rear di� cover, MBRP 5in turbo back exhaust 

BODY:

ADD O�road HoneyBadger Bumpers, Rigid LED lights, Amp 

Research Power Steps, KL6 Train Horns from Real Train Horns, 

Kash is King grille insert, Plain & Simple headlights  

Interior: Black leather, all-plastic hydro-dipped interior parts 

done by Lawson’s Auto Body

Stereo: Factory head unit, JL Audio 1200.1 amplifier, and 13w3 

subwoofer in custom box 

WHEELS & TIRES:

Wheels: 24x14, American Force Whiskey SF8 

Tires: 40x15.50R40, Toyo Open Country MT, VV              

Concepts lug nuts 

Special Thanks:  Five R 

Trucks, ADD O�-Road, American 

Force Wheels, Colorado Car 

Audio, Full Throttle Suspension, 

Lawson’s Auto Body, Real Train 

Horns, Toyo Tires
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To achieve the high-

elevated stance Hansen 

wanted, Five R chose to go 

with a 15-inch Full Throttle 

lit equipped with FTS 2.5 

reservoir shocks up front. To 

get the rear up in the air, they 

went with a Full Throttle four-

link coilover system, plus FTS 

2.5 reservoir shocks. Stainless 

steel brake lines were 

added throughout. All the 

suspension components have 

been powdercoated with 

Prismatic Powder Illusion 

Green by Powder Coating 

Specialties, in keeping with 

the green-and-black theme. 

With suspension 

completed, tires and wheels 

were next on the agenda. 

Hansen chose 24x14 

American Force Whiskey SF8 

wheels that were custom-

painted black with Illusion 

Green accents to go with the 

low. It all was wrapped up 

in 40x15.5x24 Toyo Open 

Country MT tires and bolted 

up with VV Concepts lugs.   

Hansen wasn’t simply 

ater a big truck with a factory 

powerplant. He realized the 

truck needed more power 

to move this tank quickly. 

He twin-turboed this beast, 

tossing on a Borg Warner 

77mm turbo adjacent to 

the factory turbo. A MBRP 

5-inch turbo back exhaust 

was installed to let this power 

breathe and an Air Dog fuel 

pump to maintain pressure. 

Underneath the truck, they 

tossed on a Mag-Hytec cover 

on the rear diferential cover.

With suspension and 

power done, it was time 

for the next step. Hansen 

added a custom-made grille 

by Kash is King, along with 

custom headlights built 

by plainANsimple. ADD 

added a nice touch with its 

HoneyBadger Bumpers, 

painted to match, on the 

front and rear. The company 

deinitely has the industry 

seal of approval; it won the 

2014 SEMA Design Award 

for best new truck accessory. 

Amp Research PowerSteps 

help get a foot in the door 

without being forced to run 

and jump. The KL6 Train 

Horns from Real Train Horns, 

two Viair compressors, and 

two air tanks were all painted 

matching green. 

Rigid Industries lights 

throughout the build 

illuminate the road. The 

interior parts were hydro 

dipped in a green skull motif 

by Lawson’s Auto Body and 

the headliner reinished in 

black suede. Hansen wanted 

a subtle, yet strong and clean, 

sound while cruising. He 

Colorado Car Audio installed 

JL Audio 13w3 subwoofer in 

a custom box, powered by 

a JL Audio 1200.1 ampliier 

tucked under the rear seat. 
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Hansen’s build was complete ater 

just over three months of build time, 

a little pain, and a lot of hard work. 

This big bad Chevy took Colorado by 

storm, turning heads everywhere it 

went. His truck was used as a SEMA 

display vehicle in ADD Ofroad’s show 

booth—a huge feat for a irst build. Was 

it beginner’s luck? Well, Hansen has 

another build planned; you won’t have 

to wait long to ind out.   
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T
yler Briggs has 

always liked 

working with 

tools and tearing 

into things to figure out 

how they work. Growing up 

working on dirt bikes, four 

wheelers, and golf carts 

gave him a valuable skill 

set. Back in high school in 

Huffman, Texas, a few of 

his older friends already 

had trucks and were in the 

truck scene, which gave 

him the opportunity to 

work on custom trucks and 

gain valuable experience 

in lowering, lifting, and bag 

systems. 

Right out of high school, 

Briggs’ parents gave him 

a black, extended-cab 

Colorado as a graduation 

present. It didn’t take long 

for Briggs to lower his truck 

and install a set of 20s. He 

won a small trophy at a 

local truck show. However, 

after attending a bigger 

Texas truck show, he soon 

realized all the best rides 

were bagged on big billet 

wheels with nice interior and 

paint. Briggs knew his truck 

couldn’t compete as it was, 

so he stepped up his game. 

A year went by and 

Briggs brought his truck to 

another show bagged on 

black 22s with a narrowed 

rear end, nice interior, and 

a new sound system. At 

that show, he met some 

members from the truck club 

Aftermath. Mike Matamoros 

and Brandon Anderson were 

impressed with his truck and 

the fact that he did it all by 

himself, so they approached 

him and asked if he had ever 

wanted to join a truck club. It 

was music to Briggs’ ears. He 

BY GRANT COX
PHOTOGRAPHY: GRANT COX
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always thought it would be 

cool to be a part of a club. 

After about a year of 

hanging out with the club 

at car shows, BBQs, and 

picnics—Briggs became 

an official member of the 

Aftermath Texas chapter. 

By 2011, Tyler was fully 

logoed at the Texas annual 

Aftermath picnic in Temple, 

Texas. He continued to 

attend shows like Scrapin’ 

the Coast, Turkey Drag, 

Ribs & Rods, Lonestar 

Throwdown, Cajun 

Nationals, and Last Resort. 

After leaving one 

Aftermath picnic, Briggs 

and his then girlfriend were 

involved in a wreck that 

totaled his extended cab. He 

wanted to just rebuild his 

truck, but the damage was too 

extensive to fix it. The hunt 

was on for another Colorado/

Canyon truck to fill the void 

in his custom lifestyle. 

Finally, Briggs found a 

white GMC Canyon in Las 

Vegas, Nevada, with an LS2 

motor and billets. Tyler had 

seen this truck being built 

back in ’07 and ’08 by Bryan 

Cramlet out of West Virginia 

with Negative Camber. The 

truck had been sold and 

taken to Las Vegas by its 

owner, Ryan Limbert. 

Limbert was selling the 

truck, so Briggs contacted 

him and asked a million 

questions. It sounded like 

a decent deal to Briggs, and 

furthermore, it seemed 90 

percent of the work was 

already done. Briggs and his 

good friend Caleb Chandler 

drove 26 hours from Texas 

to Las Vegas on Memorial 

Day weekend in 2012—a wild 

adventure to say the least. 

The Second Time’s a Charm
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Extra Steps
When they finally arrived, however, the truck was not as 

clean as advertised. It was a mess. The motor ran on 6 cylinders 

and nothing in the truck worked correctly. The billets were 

curb checked, and numerous dents spotted the exterior body. 

Briggs was in shock and had just spent $2,000 in fuel and travel 

for nothing. He decided to go to lunch to weigh his options and 

decided to come back and negotiate a lower price. Needless 

to say, his offer was accepted. They loaded up the truck and 

headed back to Houston the next day.

As soon as they got home, Briggs started tearing everything 

down to the cab and frame. After 18 months, the truck was 

finally done. With nearly everything rebuilt and rewired, 

Anthony Wilfong with All Star Customs came to the rescue and 

installed a custom interior and one-off center console. Up next, 

a full paint job, including the jams, firewall, core support, and 

bodywork from Dave Flint, owner of Pristine Custom Paint. 



-     VOLUME 42, NO. 03,   [ 4 1 ]    JANUARY 28, 2016   -



  Inside the Build

Year/Make/Model: 2005 GMC Canyon

Owner and City/State: Tyler Briggs; Hu�man, Texas

Club A�iliation: Aftermath

CHASSIS 
Mandrel bent 2x3-inch square tubing frame

Front Suspension: Slam ’bags SS7, ½-inch SMC Valves, 

Stock OEM spindles 

Rear Suspension: Slaughter House two-link with track 

bar Slam ’bags SS7, ½-inch SMC Valves, ⅜-inch stainless 

line, Optima Yellow Top batteries with billet mounts. 

Shocks: QA1 Aluminum 

Brakes: Hydroboost system with rear-disc conversion 

with drilled and slotted rotors

DRIVETRAIN

Engine: GM LS2, cold-air intake, MSD wires, ceramic 

shorty headers, custom tune, Magnaflow 2.5-inch 

exhaust, electric fans. 

Transmission: 4L60E

Rear-end: 12 bolt with 3:73 gears

BODY

Mods: Shaved gas door, third brake light, door handles, 

tailgate; custom roll pan; smoothed core support, license 

plate inside bed frame; PPG Cyber Gray with Corvette 

silver-and-blue graphic. Bodywork by Pristine Paint & 

Body; hand-striped graphic by Maxwell Auto Design.

Interior: Painted dash pieces, custom OEM front and 

rear seats with leather and double-stitch, gray suede 

headliner, billet steering wheel.

Stereo: Pioneer double DIN, ZXS 1500.1 sub amp, four 

10-inch Kicker CVR subs, Kicker 6.5- inch door speakers, 

custom center console built by Anthony Wilfong. 

WHEELS & TIRES

Wheels: 22x8.5, 22x10; Bonspeed Huntington 

Tires: 245/30R22, 285/30R22; Falken FK452

Special Thanks: “Mom and Dad, Aftermath, and Dave 

and Martin at Pristine Custom Paint & Body”

Briggs made plans to color match the bed 

liner and headlights before switching out the 

GMC grille to a Chevrolet Colorado grille. Patrick 

Maxwell, with Maxwell Auto Design, added a 

clean pinstripe and graphic to take the truck 

that extra step. Finally, the truck matched 

Tyler’s vision. Two years later, his fully custom 

truck was winning “Best of Show” and “Best 

Truck” let and right. 

Briggs still takes his truck to shows to 

represent Atermath proudly and will continue 

to as long as he can. Just as he started years ago, 

he still inds himself working with his hands to 

build and customize just about anything and 

everything. With this build, Briggs hit it out of 

the park.   

Extra Steps



888.588.3544
M–F  8 a.m. – 9 p.m. EST     SAT  9 a.m. – 6 p.m. EST

FREE SAME-DAY SHIPPING! Some restrictions apply.

We have shocks, lift and leveling kits, and accessories!

Dynapro HT

$102STARTS 

AT

NT-421Q Terra Grappler G2 EXO Grappler

$122STARTS 

AT
$156STARTS 

AT
$224 STARTS 

AT

T/A AT KO2

$150STARTS 

AT

Dynapro ATM Grabber AT2

$104STARTS 

AT
$107STARTS 

AT

Wrangler Duratrac

$193STARTS 

AT

Discoverer ATPYK-HTX

$111STARTS 

AT
$110STARTS 

AT

Ziex S/TZ-05Wild Peak A/T

$144STARTS 

AT
$90STARTS 

AT

Xtreme MT2Baja STZDefender LTX

$190STARTS 

AT
$164STARTS 

AT
$150STARTS 

AT

Attitude M/T

$168STARTS 

AT

352

16” 

STARTS AT
$125

The Standard

15” 

STARTS AT
$139

11

15” 

STARTS AT
$145

Tuff

15” 

STARTS AT
$119

Sierra

17” 

STARTS AT
$176

Havoc

20” 

STARTS AT
$192

Chaos

15” 

STARTS AT
$100

TKO

15” 

STARTS AT
$99

Bandit

17” 

STARTS AT
$129

Fury

17” 

STARTS AT
$158

31 Series

15” 

STARTS AT
$117

Warrior

15” 

STARTS AT
$85

Regulator

15” 

STARTS AT
$135

Punch

15” 

STARTS AT
$105

Tracker Pro

16” 

STARTS AT
$169

Bully Pro

16” 

STARTS AT
$169

Wild Peak H/T STARTS 

AT

$927S 15” 

STARTS AT

$119
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From Swamp Standard to Surf Slammed

W
e have all 

looked back 

at important 

moments in 

our life. For Mark, it was back in 

his high school days when he 

laid eyes on his irst truck. This 

’04 Nissan Titan wasn’t much 

to look at. From the outside, 

anyone could tell it had seen a 

good part of its hard working life 

down in the swamps of southern 

Louisiana. With the truck lited 

up and on 35-inch mud tires, 

Mark Rose  felt like he it right in 

with his other truck buddies.

Ater driving his Titan 

around for a while, Rose 

started noticing when his 

friends began making custom 

changes to their trucks. 

Looking at his own truck, its 

current form now bothered 

him. He knew it wasn’t going 

to be long before he had to put 

his own custom touches to 

make it stand out in a crowd.

Rose started by saving up 

extra money to buy a Rough 

Country 6.5-inch suspension 

lit to add on top of  the 3-inch 

body lit that was already on 

the truck and put on bigger 

tires. Being that Rose lived in 

the South and grew up in the 

swampy areas of Louisiana, 

it is pretty much the normal 

thing to do. That was the 

original plan, but ater giving 

it much more thought, Rose 

wanted something unique. 

He went to the local wheel 

and tire shop and ended up 

walking out with a brand-

new set of 26s. Everyone was 

shocked at this new look and 

asked why he didn’t go with 

the big lit kit like everyone 

else had. At that moment, he 

felt good about daring to be 

diferent.  

Ater hanging out with his 

friends Logan and Jacob, no 

strangers with the custom-

truck lifestyle, they invited 

Rose to attend a truck show 

with them. That was when he 

got bitten by the whole custom-

truck scene. Now he was 

convinced he should make his 

truck lay out just like the ones 

he admired at the show.  

Meanwhile, Mark 

got hired on at a local 

BY  GRANT COX
PHOTOGRAPHY:  GRANT COX
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Southern Grounded

body shop in Thibodaux, Louisiana. This opened up 

new opportunities for him to learn the great skill of 

bodywork and painting automobiles. While working and 

saving up every nickel and dime, it gave him the perfect 

chance to start researching setups to make his Titan go 

from the stock height to laying flat on the ground.  

With motivation from his buddies’ trucks driving 

him, the torch came out and he started cutting on the 

back half of his truck. A basic four-link was installed 

along with a set of airbags. To take care of the front end, 

Michigan Metal Works was contracted to fabricate the 

right components to bring the Titan lower to the ground. 

This was a bit of a challenge because Titans are not one 

of the standard trucks you see ’bagged, but Rose wanted 

something unforgettable for the truck scene. Soon, the 

26s gave way to a set of 22-inch billets from Intro.

With the experience Mark has acquired working at his 

body shop, he was able to put a lot of work into the truck. 

It gave him the required skills to shave the door handles, 

add antenna, and install a complete Cali-combo onto the 

bed. After everything was blocked and sanded, he picked 

out a beautiful color to spray over his recent bodywork. It 

had to be PPG Surf Blue because it was not the usual blue 

vehicle paint.
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 Inside the Build

Year/Make/Model:  

2004 Nissan Titan

Owner and City/State: 

Mark Rose; Thibodaux, Louisiana

CHASSIS

Front Suspension: Michigan Metal Works 

control arms and spindles, Air Lift 2600 ’bags, 

⅜-inch valves

Rear Suspension: Parallel four-link with 

Michigan Metal Works Watts link, ’bag over 

axle, Air Lift 2600 ’bags, ⅜-inch valves

Shocks: Monroe

DRIVETRAIN

Engine: 5.6L Factory Nissan engine, main 

wiring was extended and mounted behind 

fender, fuse boxes, computer, and Optima 

battery relocated, Flowmaster custom exhaust

BODY

12-inch AVS LED taillights, shaved door 

handles, radio antenna, bed rail caps, taillights, 

Grant Kustoms Cali Combo, gas filler relocated 

under wood bed floor, PPG Surf Blue paint

INTERIOR

Smoothed and painted dash and door panels, 

Katzkin blue leather with black stitching, 

shaved headrest, black suede, and shaved 

overhead console

Stereo: Pioneer double-DIN, Kenwood door 

speakers

WHEELS & TIRES:

Wheels: 22x10, Intro Radicalli 6

Tires: 265/35R22, Durun F-One 

Special Thanks: Gary Dupre, Paul Decker, 

Roland Delatte, Mark Lirette, Logan LeBlanc, 

Jacob Chatagnier, and Derek LeBauef 

Once the final coat of paint was 

sprayed on, it was time for Mark to 

drive his truck out of the paint booth 

and finally see the end result. It was 

exactly what he wanted and he 

thrilled with his results. His blood, 

sweat, and tears had given him one of 

the most joyous moments in his life.

After the interior was reinstalled 

and the wood bed floor was cut down 

and installed, Mark got to show off 

his completed vision for his beloved 

Titan. He loves to reminisce about how 

he transformed a beat-down, work 

truck into a unique work of art.   

Southern Grounded
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BY PHIL GORDON
PHOTOGRAPHY: PHIL GORDON

H
ave you ever 

seen a Unicorn? 

The term is 

often used to 

refer to something that is 

almost never achievable, 

or a mythical som1ething 

you will never see. Proof 

that unicorns can be seen is 

o�ered by 42-year-old James 

Day of Mississauga, Ontario, 

Canada. Take a look at his 

custom 1989 Toyota pickup. 

As a kid, he would see custom 

trucks around his British 

Colombia neighborhood and 

began to become obsessed 

with them. In the summer 

of ’88, he purchased his first 

issue of Mini Truckin’ and 

was captivated immediately.

Inevitably, he became drawn 

into the truck scene. When 

he crossed the border to 

the States, he could see the 

custom-truck scene up close 

and personal.

After falling in love with 

the bodystyle, Day found a 

mint ’89 Toyota from a local 

auto trader and bought it 

after some smart negotiating. 

Before even making the 

new truck street legal, Day 

and friend Sean Maloney 

brought it to a friend’s stereo 

shop and installed an air-bag 

suspension. Day took it to 

numerous shows. Then in ’99, 

the Toyota was taken o� the 

road and given the moniker 

The Unicorn. Day decided to 

revamp everything from the 

frame up, although his wallet 

was surely screaming about 

the overhaul.

During the next six years, 

Day and his pal Maloney 

built many of their friend’s 

trucks to raise funds for 

further work on The Unicorn. 

Throughout the process, Day 

became a licensed mechanic 

and opened his own garage, 

increasing his financial 

flow. He removed the air 

suspension and installed a 

hydraulic setup to create a 

quicker lift and drop. The 

Unicorn got sheet-metal 

work and a custom ragtop at 

the same time. Day enlisted 

Trevor Bezzina and his crew 

at Casual Customs to replace 

the bed, skins, tailgate, 

fenders, and hood and have 

everything stripped to bare 

metal and refinished.
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MYTHICAL 
CREATURE 

IN METAL 
FORM



 Inside the Build

Year/Make/Model: 1989 Toyota Hilux

Owner and City/State: 

James Day; Mississauga, Ontario, Canada

CHASSIS

Front Suspension: Custom tubular Beyond Sic chrome-plated 

upper control arms, 8-inch Chrome Pro Hopper cylinders

Rear: Total Cost Involved chrome four-link, custom-flamed Beyond 

Sic bridge plates, two-pump Pro Hopper La Series Hydraulics with 

hardline, custom Beyond Sic battery hold down, 12-inch Chrome Pro 

Hopper cylinders

DRIVETRAIN 

Engine: 2.4l 22r carbureted engine, Chrome valve cover, air filter. 

LC Engineering 

BODY

Billet dress-up kit, custom CCF billet battery hold down

Mods: 3-inch bodydrop, sliding ragtop, custom sheet-metal bed, 

Sir Michaels roll pan, Hagan Hidden fuel door, front inner wheelwell 

tubs, Billet insert for the grille, body work and paint performed by 

Casual Customs, PPG Charcoal Silver paint

INTERIOR:

Billet Specialties Stiletto steering wheel, window cranks, Lokar inside 

door handles, LC Engineering billet shifter knob factory seats and 

interior wrapped in Black and Moss Green Ultraleather by Brad and 

Sam Wurzbacher of Driven Fabrication & Upholstery in Maryland 

Stereo: Clarion CZ702 deck, JL Audio 12w3 sub, Focal Polyglass 

5-inch component set, PPI Power Class Chrome amps, PC2400 and 

a PC4100, Wirez sound Deadner and interconnects

WHEELS & TIRES 

Wheels: 18x7, Rozzi Detentions

Tires: 215/35R18, Kuhmo

Special Thanks: “Everyone in Sinfull Creations, David MacKinnon, 

and everyone who helped me over the years to finish it.”

Once again, The Unicorn sat in Day’s garage collecting dust. 

After purchasing a house and adding a kid to the household, 

he no longer had enough spare money to finish the truck. 

It became the talk of legends. “What ever happened to that 

Toyota?” his friends asked. After a four-year hiatus, his friend 

Kris Smith revived Day’s passion. The two worked on the car 

project one day a week for the next few years, completing all 

the small things. Good friend William Salazar helped Day tow 

the truck to Maryland for the interior work. Once it was back 

home, Day parked it in the garage for two more years.

The Unicorn finally hit the road—muscular, and shiny. It first 

appeared, as if by magic, at the annual Northern Showdown 

Custom Car and Truck Show in Waterloo, Ontario. Everyone’s 

jaw dropped when Day took the Toyota off the trailer and made 

the show rounds. It had taken more than 16 years to complete, 

a task most builders would have given up on. But Day was 

determined not to let The Unicorn roam until it reached the 

height of perfection.   

THE UNICORN
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The Trilogy 
Reels In the 

Long-Lasting 
Winner

Big Red

I
t took three trucks 

and a lot of time and 

energy to find the 

perfect recipe for 

greatness. Grady Shipp of 

Joliet, Illinois, is no stranger 

to custom builds. He’s owned 

two different Chevy C-10s 

so perfectly crafted they 

both graced the fine pages 

of Truckin’. Although he 

usually stuck with Chevy 

trucks born in the sixties, 

his new passion was for 

something much older. Shipp 

had quietly been searching 

for a Chevy project in the 

fifties. But without a prospect 

in sight, he set his focus on 

the trucks he already owned. 

Shipp’s fifties yearning 

finally came to fruition 

when a friend located a ’55 

3100 pickup in Wausau, 

Wisconsin. Without any of 

his Relaxed Atmosphere 

crew or friends knowing 

it, Grady travelled there to 

inspect, and eventually, 

purchase the restored truck. 

Although the owner had 

already restored the classic, 

Shipp had much bigger plans 

for his new Chevy. He quietly 

trailered the car in his garage 

to ready it for its brand-new 

makeover. 

Appearance was Shipp’s 

primary concern, as it’s 

the first thing most people 

notice. He was unsatisfied 

with the paintwork on the 

truck and got right to it, 

wet sanding and buffing 

the clear coat to perfection. 

The Dupont Radiant Red 

looked like the red crystals 

in Big Red gum. Once he 

had the outside to his liking, 

he contacted Porterbuilt 

Fabrication out of Arizona 

and asked for custom-build 

front and rear-drop members 

for his ’55. 

That is pretty much 

everything necessary for a 

perfect drop. With his ever-

growing knowledge, Shipp 

installed the entire air ride 

himself in his garage.

BY PHIL GORDON
PHOTOGRAPHY: PHIL GORDON
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Big Red

Shipp removed the body off the 

frame, sandblasted the entire frame, and 

powdercoated it to make the underneath 

look just as perfect as the outside. The next 

step was putting Big Red on the road by 

jumpstarting the motor work. The motor 

needed TLC, having never been touched 

by the previous owner. Shipp got his hands 

dirty by taking it apart, dressing it up, and 

adding better working parts. The interior 

came with only a black rubber mat and 

black cloth seats, Shipp had to update it 

and enlisted his friend at Ringo’s Auto 

Upholstery to take care of all the custom 

additions in the cabin.

Shipp’s friend Gus Rigas was called in to 

add a front-to-back wiring harness to allow 

the addition of a full stereo system inside. 

Picking wheels can be a crucial element for 

classic trucks. Shipp consulted with Adam 

and Pam at Mobsteel on his plan to keep 

an original look with a custom flare. They 

agreed on 20-inch wheels on white walls. 

Once the build was complete, and Shipp 

drove the Chevy out of the garage, people 

were shocked and amazed at his build. 

Owning C-10s gave him the knowledge 

to build his dream truck and it’s one he 

certainly won’t let get away.    
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  Inside the Build

Owner and City/State: Grady Shipp, Jr; Joliet, Illinois

Year/Make/Model: 1955 Chevy 3100 pickup

Club A�iliation: Relaxed Atmosphere

CHASSIS

Front Suspension: Porterbuilt suspension, front drop 

member, Slam Specialties 2,500lb ’bags, tubular control 

arms, sway bar, CPP front brakes, Unisteer Mustang 2 rack-

and-pinion

Rear Suspension: Porterbuilt rear drop member four-link, 

Adjustable Panhard bar, Firestone F9000 ’bags, two Viair 

480 compressors, Accuair E-level kit, 5-gallon EXO mount 

tank, 3.73:1 gears

DRIVETRAIN

Engine: 327 small-block, Edelbrock performer intake and 

carburetor, MSD HEI distributer, Hedman headers, Comp 

Cams mild cam, Cadillac batwing air cleaner, PRC radiator 

and condenser, Billet Specialties V-Trac system

Transmission: 700r4 with shift kit

Rearend: ’69 C-10 373 gears

BODY

Mods: Shaved firewall bead rolled, Dupont Vibrant Red paint, 

raised stock wood bed floor, front and back bumpers chrome 

plated, sun visor painted by Brothers Trucks

Interior: Dakota Digital gauges, Vintage Air, dark and light 

saddle leather upholstery done by Ringo’s Auto Upholstery 

Stereo: Rockford Fosgate components, Rockford Fosgate 

four-channel amplifier, cassette player with iPhone connect

WHEELS & TIRES

Wheels: 20x8, Mobsteel 

Tires: 245/35R20, Diamond Back Toyo Proxes whitewalls

Special Thanks: “Ringo’s Auto Upholstery, Gus Rigas for 

wiring the stereo, Brett Eriksen for help with the suspension 

and engine work, and my lovely wife for watching the kids 

while I worked long nights in the garage.”
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Source:

OFF ROAD EVOLUTION

714-870-5515

www.offroadevolution.com

BY SEAN P. HOLMAN
PHOTOGRAPHY: SEAN P. HOLMAN

I
t was Elwood Blues 

in The Blues Brothers 

movie who made 

cop-car parts cool 

with his famous line, “It’s got 

… cop tires, cop suspension, 

cop shocks …” Who doesn’t 

like cop-car suspension? 

As it turns out, one of the 

most popular swaps going 

these days is underpinning 

various classic trucks with 

the front suspension of of 

the venerable Crown Victoria, 

including the ’67-’72 Ford F-100 

vintage of our own Project 

Speed Bump.

Thanks to the shared 

34-inch framerail spacing, the 

Crown Vic assembly is easily 

adapted to the F-100 and is an 

afordable alternative for those 

on a tight budget. Swapping 

to a Crown Vic frontend nets 

the project vehicle coilover 

shocks, 12-inch vented disc 

brakes with twin-piston 

calipers, sway bar, rack-

and-pinion steering, better 

handling than what could have 

ever been imagined with the 

old twin I-beam suspension, 

and an approximately 4- to 

5-inch drop. 

Best of all, the whole hub-

to-hub assembly unbolts from 

the donor vehicle with just 10 

bolts and all of the serviceable 

parts are readily available at 

any auto parts store. The swap 

is proving popular enough that 

RideTech has even developed 

a height-adjustable, bolt-in 

coilover for the setup.

Donor cars with the correct 

suspension for this swap are 

the ’03-’09 Crown Vics, Mercury 

Grand Marquis, and Lincoln 

Town Cars, as well as ’03-’11 

P71s (Police Interceptors) and 

can be had for around $400 to 

$750, depending on condition 

and location. Prices have been 

steadily going up over the past 

couple years. However, inding 

one has never been easier, as 

sellers have popped up on eBay 

who specialize in inding good 

assemblies, and sometimes 

even include shipping. 

Local junkyards and 

Craigslist are other places 

where these can be sourced, 

but watch out for ones of of 

cars that have been driven hard 

and put away wet. The beefy 

aluminum crossmember can 

develop stress cracks. Also shy 

away from any donor cars that 

were in a frontend collision. If 

you decide to go looking on 

your own, make sure the seller 

includes the entire hub-to-hub 

assembly, all 10 mounting bolts, 

uncut brake lines, calipers, 

discs, sway bar and bolts, and 

the rack with all of its lines, also 

uncut, too.

Keep in mind, although pre-

’03 Crown Vics have a similar 

bodystyle, the suspension 

is diferent and won’t work. 

These are used components, 

and your best bet, as always, 

is with a relatively low-

mileage car. Shy away from 

high-mileage PIs and taxis, 

which are more likely to have 

served a much tougher life. If 

you must have a PI with the 

stifer spring rate, ind one that 

served as the Chief or Watch 

Commander’s car. In fact, the 

frontend for this swap came of 

of a Mercury Grand Marquis 

with less than 100K miles on 

the clock, driven by a little old 

man in Arizona—perfect.

Once you locate a good 

assembly, the next problem 

to be solved is the wheels 

and stance. The Crown 

Victoria setup is several 

inches wider from hub-to-

hub over a stock F-100 with 

I-beams, but because of the 

big wheelwells, the trucks can 

swallow up the extra width 

easily with the right wheel 

and tire package. 

We’ve seen everything 

from stock Mustang wheels to 

custom, one-off rims filling the 

fenders. Purists take note: The 

larger brakes limit the smallest 

wheel diameter to 16 inches. 

In addition, the Crown Vic 

has a 5x4.5 bolt-pattern, while 

the Bumpsides came stock 

with a 5x5.5-inch bolt pattern. 

Solutions range from 5x5.5 to 

5x4.5 wheel adapters on the 

rear to keep the wheels the 

same, redrilling the rear axles 

and drums for 5x4.5, installing 

the wider ’80 to ’83 F-100 

9-inch with the  5x4.5 pattern, 

using an Explorer 8.8-inch 

axle (narrower than the too-

wide Crown Vic 8.8), or having 

a custom axle made. 

We’ll show you which 

direction we decide to go in 

a future Project Speed Bump 

installment. 

With OE quality, heavy-

duty aluminum construction, 

and incredible parts 

availability, the Crown Vic 

swap is tough to beat for 

anyone looking for an IFS 

setup, especially on a budget. 

For our swap we headed 

to Off Road Evolution in 

Fullerton, California, for the 

installation. ORE is known 

for insane off-road vehicle 

builds, but the company also 

does amazing fab work for any 

vehicle. It did an incredible 

job on Project Speed Bump. 

When everything was all said 

and done, we proved you 

don’t have to rob a bank to get 

a cop-car suspension on your 

truck.   

Part 2:
Cop-Car 
Suspension

Project Speed Bump



New Parts 
for 1948-52 Ford

Coming in 2016! 

Door Hinges

Coming in 2016! 

Smooth Tailgates

Complete Floor Pan

Running Boards

Now Sold Individually!

Transmission Hole Cover

Hood Hinges w/Springs

Upper Grille Panels

Lower Grille Panels

Hood Hinge Brackets

Coming in 2016! 

Steel Front Fenders

Coming in 2016! 

Lower Fender Extensions

Coming in 2016! 

Steel Hoods

1948-50 Grilles 

Coming in 2016! 

1951-52 Grilles

Want to see more parts for 1948-52 Ford Trucks? 

Check Out Our Free Detailed Catalogs, Go Online 24/7 or Call Today!  

©2015 Long Motor Corp.

Parts & Accessories for Trucks & SUVS

1947-13 Chevy/GMC     1948-15 Ford     1972-15 Dodge

800-562-8782      

LMCTruck.com
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Project Speed Bump

1. Our first order of business was to strip the truck of its tired 351 and the 

entire front clip. While it isn’t necessary to take your truck down to this 

level of disassembly, it certainly makes the modification much easier.
2. With the frame exposed, we noticed a crack where the steering box 

mounts—a fairly common problem on this vintage of Ford trucks.

  1.   2.

  3.   4.

3. Next, it was time to say goodbye to our twin I-beam suspension. Our 

truck had been upgraded with discs at one point, and we were able to sell 

our front suspension to ofset the cost of the Crown Vic assembly. Prior 

to removal, be sure to mark the centerline of your hubs on the frame. This 

will be your reference point when placing the new suspension.

4. Before we could start removing the massive factory crossmember, 

we tack-welded some angle iron to the front of the frame to keep the 

rails from moving out of place.

5. One of the most time-consuming parts of the process was 

torching, cutting, or drilling (your choice) the rivets holding 

crossmember in place and removing the coil buckets.

6. After removing the coil bucket and crossmember, we test-

fitted the new front end. There are diagrams available online 

for where to place the new crossmember, but you are in good 

shape if you keep the centerline of the new suspension inline 

with the stock hubs. For those who want to make a slight 

wheelbase change to clear larger wheels, this is the step 

where you should decide which you prefer.

  6. 5.





Project Speed Bump
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  7.   8.

7. With placement checked, measured, and double-checked, we 

drilled the four mounting holes in the frame.

8. In this photo, you can see although the F-100 frame width is correct 

for the Crown Vic assembly, the F-100 frame is actually too short. To 

properly support the new suspension, we cut bolt sleeves to match 

the height of the Crown Vic’s crossmember brackets.

9. After all four holes were drilled and sleeved, 

we tightened the bolts and lowered the truck 

down, where it rested on the new suspension 

for the first time.

10. To strengthen this section of frame and 

better match what is necessary for the IFS 

to work properly, stifening plates were 

fabricated out of 3/16-inch steel plate. The 

rounded ends spread the load and decrease the 

chances of frame cracks forming from stress.

11. We also fabricated spacers to take up the 

remaining space between the top of the F-100 

frame and Crown Vic upper mounting bracket.

12. The last order of business was to create 

a 3/16-inch plate to box the frame. Notice the 

fish-mouth cuts on the end of the plates to 

allow the frame the ability to flex without 

causing a stress crack.

13. Once all of the metal pieces for the 

crossmember were fabricated, it was time 

to start burning some metal. You can see the 

bolt sleeves being welded here.

14. This is the final result after welding the 

new plates to the frame. We also filled in 

the spacers, giving a nice, even mounting 

surface for the Crown Vic crossmember 

bracket.

 9.

  10.

  11.

  12.   13.

  14.





Project Speed Bump
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  15.   16.

  17.   18.   19.

15. While we were at it, the frame crack was repaired by grinding and 

a quick weld.

16. The final piece of the conversion requires mounting the Crown 

Vic’s lower control arms to the F-100 frame. As you can see, the frame 

curves to the right where the lower control arms need to mount.

17. Using the Crown Vic lower control arm 

bracket as a template, we fabbed up these 

mounting plates.

18. To finish our bracket, we created these 

pieces to fill the curve of the frame and welded 

them to our mounting plate.

19. After welding the brackets to the frame, 

we mounted the lower control arms to their 

new homes, completing our Crown Vic 

frontend conversion.

20. With the new crossmember in place, we removed our angle iron braces. The end result 

is a 48-year-old chassis with a modern IFS front suspension setup.

  20.
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DALEY VISUAL
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www.daleyvisual.com

DEVIOUS CUSTOMS
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LMC TRUCK
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800.607.3837

www.petesautomotiveglasscenter.com

That’s a Wrap!

Part 
Two:
Our ’02 
GMC 
Sierra 
Update

A
couple issues ago, we started updating a 2002 GMC using new 

front-end parts from LMC Truck along with a mesh grille insert 

from GrillCraft. We cut down an ’01-’02 Chevy HD hood to fit our 

new, black GMC headlights and used a ’03-’06 work truck grille 

with the bumper and valance to complete the front end. But that was only the 

beginning. We had a lot more work ahead to bring the truck up to date.

To get a two-tone look, we decided to wrap the top half of the truck. The 

truck was really worthy of a killer vinyl treatment. But a whole lot of other work 

had to happen first. First, our Gaylord’s lid, although structurally sound, had 

succumbed to the sun after 13 years. Plus, our locks and shocks were shot. A trip 

to Gaylord’s HQ took care of that issue. Next, we installed the rest of our exterior 

items from LMC Truck, which included’03 -’07 Chevy taillights, a new rear 

bumper, and new mirrors. 

After the wrap, we headed over to Devious Customs, where Jeff and the 

crew paint-matched the bumper valance and portions of the grille shell to the 

truck’s original black. Jeff’s resident pinstriper Wild Bill laid down a single line 

of red between the black and charcoal to match the calipers. Finishing touches 

included a new windshield from Pete’s Auto Glass and brand-new retro black 

license plate from the California DMV. Our last stop was Meguiar’s HQ for a 

lesson in black paint restoration, which paid dividends as the original paint 

looks close to new. 

The Sierra took a trip to Daley Visual in Rancho Cucamonga, California, to 

have 17-year wrap veteran Josh Daley work his magic. He created a two-tone 

effect and gave our 13-year old daily driver serious curb appeal. Starting with 

a Charcoal Matte Metallic wrap from the folks at Avery Dennison, the team at 

Daley made short work of our Sierra. Wrapping a vehicle is harder than it looks 

and takes a great deal of skill. You can’t simply slap sticky vinyl to the paint 

and trim it up. The process is deceptively simple, but the devil is in the details. 

Follow along as we wrap the top of our GMC and perform everything else 

necessary to call the GMC’s exterior updated!    

1. In Issue #1, we began a complete 

update on our daily driver ’02 

GMC Sierra with the help of LMC 

Truck. Shown here is the result 

of combining the modified ’01- 

’02 Chevy HD hood, Black LMC 

headlights, work truck grille, and 

grafted on ’03-’06 GMC bumper. 

  1.
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2. Before we brought the Sierra to Daley 

Visual, we had other issues. After 13 years of 

service, the clear coat on the Gaylord’s lid had 

given up. But the lid itself was in otherwise 

great shape. That gave us an idea. 

3. We brought the truck to Gaylord’s 

headquarters in Santa Fe Springs, California. 

Since this lid was never carpeted, the crew 

laid down glue to give it an upgrade.

4. Once the carpet was smoothed into all the 

corners, new locks were placed in either side 

of the lid.

5. A hot knife is used to slice the carpet of 

precisely at the fiberglass edge.

  2.

 3.

6. Finally, new shocks were installed on each 

side. No more creeping down while we’re 

loading the truck. 

7. Thanks to Gaylord’s, the lid looked and 

functioned better than new. Oh, but the top 

still needed work. 

8. We replaced the cloudy and 

faded stock taillights with new 

’03-’07 taillights from LMC Truck. 

Why? Because we like ’em better!

9. We also bolted up the 

replacement rear bumper, since 

the stock one was pretty beat 

up. It’s as simple as transferring 

the old brackets onto the new 

bumper.

10. Before we could lay a wrap 

on the truck properly, we had 

to smooth out our peeling lid, 

delaminated roof, and primered 

hood. We hit the roof and lid 

with 220 on a DA sander until 

we couldn’t feel any ridges, 

and hit everything again with 

Scotch Brite. Of course, no prep 

is necessary if your paint job is in 

good shape. 

  4.

  5.

  6.

  7.

  8.   9.

  10.
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That’s a Wrap!

11. Josh Daley tackled this wrap head on and 

started by prepping the top half of the truck 

with simple cleaner to remove road grime and 

debris, which would make it stick better and 

lessen the chances of air bubbles.

12. Daley’s cutting table saw a lot of use that 

day, as the sheets of Avery Dennison Charcoal 

Matte vinyl came from a giant roll that was 

a mile long. Here is what separates the pros 

from the rookies, using just enough wrap 

without wasting too much.

13. The hood took the entire width of the 

sheet with just a little overhang on each 

side. The wrap is a little forgiving and can be 

repositioned, to a point, to fine-tune the fit. An 

extra pair of hands helped place it just right.

14. Daley started the seemingly never-ending 

smoothing process, working from the middle 

of the hood to the outside edge. Doing a wrap 

is deceptively simple, but getting the sheets of 

vinyl to lay absolutely perfect is the hard part.

15. The hood was the leading edge, and Daley 

had another trick up his sleeve involving a 

propane torch. A little heat causes the wrap 

to expand, he then pulled it ever so slightly 

to make the adhesive stick that much more 

strongly when it cools and returns to its 

original shape.

16. More edge prep here as the wrinkles and 

bubbles were smoothed out with the trusty 

blue wedge. It has a soft felt covering that 

won’t scratch the surface of the wrap.

17. Daley started his cuts with the windshield 

edge, leaving just a ⅛-inch of overhang to be 

folded over and stuck to the rearmost of the 

hood. This process difers from the other edges 

slightly.

18. Once the main surface was handled, the pro 

level came into efect. To keep the edges from 

lifting, Josh hit them with a propane torch and 

stretched them a little. This caused the adhesive 

to grab on and hold more tightly as he stuck it to 

the underside of the hood.

19. Next came the start of the tricky parts, 

convincing the wrap to lay over the edges of the 

hood, in preparation for cutting them later on.

20. After what seemed like days of preparation, 

the driver’s side hood edge was trimmed down 

in one continuous cut and flattened afterwards 

using more wedge strokes. This was repeated on 

the passenger side.

  11.

  12.

  13.

  14.

  15.

  16.

  17.   18.

  19.   20.
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  30.

21. The front of the hood would receive the 

most wind turbulence and Daley took an 

extra step to prevent edges from losing their 

adhesion. A can of 3M surface prep primer 

was applied to help seal the seam. At this 

point, the hood was complete and we moved 

on to several other sections.

  21.

  22.

  23.

  24.

  25.

  26.

  27.   29.

  28.

22. The roof went down similar to the hood 

and the same tag team method was used. The 

real trick was getting the wrap into the drip 

channels where the top of the doors meet the 

roofline. More smoothing, more stretching 

and plenty of wedge was used to get the wrap 

to lay just right.

23. A little heat goes a long way to have the 

wrap sit in the gap above the rear window 

perfectly. Details here again, as Josh used his 

steady hand and years of experience to make 

this look easy.

24. Daley laid down a strip of Knifeless tape 

on the doors to get the line absolutely straight 

and keep our two-tone looking consistent. 

This method is used on large straight sections 

to keep the cut in line the whole way through. 

But again, you have to have eagle eyes.

25. The wrap goes down in one big sheet over 

the open window and is cut down in the next 

step. Now, the Knifeless tape was put into 

play, the string was pulled and left behind a 

perfectly straight line. Note how little wrap is 

getting cut of.

26. The windows of our ’02 were cut out in 

preparation for getting tucked under just like 

the hood. A little propane-powered heat was 

applied to soften the wrap and it was tucked 

under with no wrinkles or bubbles.

28. With our two-tone almost done, about 8 

inches of the bed and the bedrails had to be 

covered. This turned out to be the hardest 

installation of the whole day and had to be 

redone a total of three times. But it was that 

attention to detail that got our ’02 looking so 

sharp. With that, we were done!

29. But not quite. We stepped back and 

noticed the black rearview mirror housings 

stuck out. Daley quickly covered those with 

scraps from the window cuts. Now we were 

really done!

30. We left the valance in the capable hands 

of Devious Customs. In a couple days, it was 

expertly paint-matched to the factory black 

paint. We decided to do the outer sections of 

the grille shell, too. 

27. Our tonneau cover had also seen a little 

weather. It too was sanded down back at the 

Truckin’ workshop to get it flat and even. The 

cover itself was just too wide and long to have 

one sheet applied, so two were overlapped 

about an inch to cover that huge expanse of 

fiberglass.
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That’s a Wrap!

31. While the car was at Devious, local legend 

Wild Bill the pinstriper separated the two 

colors with a clean and simple single red line. 

No Von Dutch stripes on this truck!

32. Our cracked and pitted windshield had to go. 

Our next stop was in Whittier at Pete’s Auto Glass, 

where they handled the job in 30 minutes. Ben 

and the crew specialize in classic and custom 

rides, so you know you’re in good hands. 

  31.

  32.

  33.

  34.

  35.

  36.

  37.

33. We expected the work truck grille would 

match the wrap perfectly. And it was close, 

but not close enough. We met up with Daley 

one more time, and he wrapped the center of 

the grille shell in minutes, again using heat 

and primer in the tight corners and edges. 

34. Our final stop was right down the street 

from the Truckin’ o	ices at Meguiar’s 

headquarters. We happily received a lesson 

on saving black paint. For most trucks, the 

Meguiar’s pros recommend the Ultimate 

Compound, Polish, and Wax with their 

corresponding bu	ing pads. However, 

this truck needed something from the 

professional line—the Correction Compound 

and Finishing Wax.

35. Meguiar’s compound and wax, along with 

their corresponding microfiber pads, are 

made for use with the company’s awesome 

dual-action polisher. Here, our buddy Mike 

taped of half the door and hit one side with 

both steps. The DA polishers are awesome 

because they tell you the recommended 

speed, and if you push too hard, it stops 

spinning, which forces you into keeping the 

pad flat and learn other good polishing habits.

36. The proof is in the big halogen light. 

There’s no trickery here. That’s what we did in 

a few minutes. Just like the Meguiar’s ads!

37. Check out this small portion of the same two areas, magnified 

200 times? Pretty cool, and pretty awesome this great system works 

without beating yourself or your car up in the process.

38. After a final wipe down with Quik Detailer (which works great on vinyl 

wraps, by the way), the GMC was finally ready for its close up. Our updated 

truck can now serve us for many more years and look pretty cool doing it. 

  38.
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BY  BRANDON BURRELL
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Horsepower to Go
KOOKS AND 
MAGNUSON 
ADD 136 
HP TO A ’14 
SILVERADO

Source:

MAGNUSON PRODUCTS

805.289.0044

www.magnacharger.com

PCM OF NC

704.307.4227

www.pcmofnc.com

KOOKS HEADERS AND EXHAUST

866.586.5665

www.kooksheaders.com

H
aving a new 

truck is always 

a treat in itself, 

but to have a 

new truck and have it go 

faster with more torque is 

even better. That’s exactly 

what the owner of this ’14 

Chevrolet Silverado 1500 

wanted. He wanted a daily 

driver that would quickly 

get up and move when his 

right foot got heavy. To get 

the extra power needed, 

Magnuson Products were 

contacted and one of their 

Intercooled Supercharger 

Systems was ordered. 

This kit is a direct bolt-on 

system that will increase 

horsepower and will not 

affect the day-to-day driving 

ability of the vehicle. There 

are three options when 

ordering this kit to consider. 

One is to remove your 

factory computer and ship 

it to Magnuson for them 

to reprogram it. The next 

option is to order it with 

the SCT Tuner, which will 

install a new tune into your 

factory computer. The last 

option, and the one we 

chose with this install, is 

to have the truck tuned at 

a profession performance 

shop. We contacted PCM 

of NC in Morrisville, North 

Carolina, to do the install.

We knew with their years of 

GM performance upgrade 

experience, getting a custom 

dyno tune was our best bet 

and would achieve the most 

desirable outcome. PCM 

had already done a custom 

tune on the truck after the 

Kooks headers and exhaust 

was installed, so they had a 

baseline ready to go.

When we contacted 

Magnuson, we told them 

we had the new 5.3L Direct 

Injection motor so they 

sent us their new complete 

intercooled kit for the truck, 

PN 01-19-53-182-BL. This kit 

would add about 120 rear-

wheel horsepower and is an 

all inclusive kit. Follow the 

next few pages to see what it 

took to add this blower kit to 

our truck.   

1. The undoctored factory engine 

bay looks good from the factory, 

but it screams for this upgrade.

  1.
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  11.

2. This kit comes with everything you need, except the tools, to bolt 

the supercharger onto your engine.

3. The factory 

airbox and 

all tubing 

came of 

first to make 

room to 

access the 

stock intake 

manifold.

4. After 

all the 

connections 

were 

unplugged 

and the bolts 

removed, 

the factory 

intake 

manifold was 

lifted of of 

the motor 

and out of 

the engine 

bay.

5. Once the factory intake manifold was 

removed, we made sure the intake valley was 

clean of any debris and nothing dropped into 

the motor. For extra safety, you can put tape 

across the intake holes until the new blower 

is set in place.

6. The plastic radiator shroud cover was 

removed to access the radiator core support 

and the grille bolts.

  2.   3.

  4.

  5.   6.

  7.

  8.   9.

7. The grille and bumper cap were unbolted in 

the fenderwells and behind the shroud cover. 

Then, it all came of in one piece. It was set 

aside to keep it damage free. 

8. Both headlights needed to be unbolted and 

removed to allow access to run the blower 

coolant lines.

9. The core support was removed to be able to 

place the provided low temperature radiator 

(LTR) in front of the factory radiator.

10. We pushed the top of the factory radiator 

toward the rear of the vehicle to allow enough 

room to slide the LTR between the front 

A-frame braces and the factory radiator. 

11. Using the supplied brackets and 

grommets, we mounted the LTR to the 

A-frame in front of it. 

  10.
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Horsepower to Go

12. We ran the coolant hard lines in the 

passenger-side headlight bucket and bolted 

them into place. 

13. Next, we clamped the supplied coolant 

lines between the hard coolant lines and the 

flange on the side of the LTR, ensuring they 

are tight so there are no leaks.

14.  The new coolant reservoir mounted to 

the factory brake booster with the master 

cylinder bracket bolts. The nuts had to 

go back on at 33ft-lb and we made sure to 

double-check the torque wrench settings. 

16. We removed the lower skidplate from the bottom of the motor. This 

is to allow access to run all the coolant lines. 

15. Next, the line from the LTR to the front of the coolant reservoir was 

connected using the supplied hardware. You also need to loom the 

line so nothing rubs through it. 

17. After removing the throttle body from the factory intake manifold, 

we removed the factory throttle body gasket from the factory intake 

manifold and installed it into the groove of the supercharger inlet. 

18. Time to install the factory throttle body on the supercharger inlet 

using a 10mm wrench and torque to 106in-lb. 

19. We then cut the supplied hoses with 90-degree elbows to 3 inches 

to allow for proper fitment on the rear of the supercharger.

  12.

  13.

  14.

  15.   16.

  17.

  19.

  18.
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20. Then, we connected both of the cut elbows to the barbs on the rear of the 

supercharger. The 23-inch-long piece goes to the lefthand side and the 51-inch piece 

goes on the righthand side. We secured them in place with the supplied hose clamps.

21. After removing the belt and discarding it (it will not be used again), we removed 

the centermost alternator mounting bolt using a 15mm wrench. 

22. Now that the supercharger was ready to be installed, we removed 

the factory O-ring gaskets from the factory intake manifold and 

installed them into the grooves in the bottom of the supercharger. 

If any of these are damaged in this process, replace them with GM 

replacement parts only. The tab will line up with the slot on the outside 

edge.

  20.   21.

  22.   23.

23. We set the supercharger in place and installed the 10 provided 

75mm-long mounting bolts and torqued them to 106in-lb using a 

10mm wrench.

24. Now, we could install the provided accessory 

drivebelt.

25. The provided relay and fuse were mounted under 

the driver-side hood hinge using factory mounting 

studs. We were careful when routing these wires so 

they do not rub against the sheetmetal.

  24.   25.
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Horsepower to Go
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26. As per the instructions, we removed the fuse 

number 3A (labeled MISC IGN) from the slot in 

the underhood fuse box. We connected the fuse 

tap end of the yellow wire from the intercooler 

wire harness to one leg of the fuse that was just 

removed, then reinstalled the fuse.

  26.

  27.

27. We connected the black ground wire to the existing 

ground bolt on the firewall, just above and inside the 

brake booster canister.

28. Time to install the air tube 

components and connect the throttle 

body to the factory airbox.

  28.

29. While filling the 

air cooler system with 

a mixture of coolant 

and de-ionized water, 

we reconnected any 

previously unplugged 

connectors, 

reinstalled the 

removed parts 

(headlights, grille, 

core support cap, 

radiator shroud) 

and reconnected the 

battery.

30. With everything 

buttoned up, you can 

see not only does the 

Magnuson kit make 

for a clean install, but 

the engine is about to 

create some serious 

horsepower. 

31. Since PCM has an in-house dyno, the truck was set up and run 

through its paces to get the most perfect tune possible after the 

addition of the supercharger.

32. While on the dyno, the computer was reprogrammed and the truck 

run again. This would ensure they pulled every bit of extra horsepower 

they could out of the supercharger and ensure it would run properly 

for daily driving. The truck already had a set of Kooks headers and a 

Kooks cat-back exhaust and they were factored into the new program.   

33. Once the truck has tuned, the total output to the ground was 460hp 

and 469lb-ft of torque. That was 136hp more than the baseline run with 

just the headers and exhaust!

  29.   30.

  31.

  32.

  33.



 Snugtop’s  tough,  warranted-for- l i fe caps 

are built  to handle the elements and the great 

outdoors.  They ’re also styled to compliment the 

factor y l ines of  your truck .  I t ’s  a  per fect  blend of 

form and function.   Vis it  www.snugtop.com and 

see what ’s  avai lable for  your r ide. 562-432-5454          www.snugtop.com
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When in 
Doubt, 

Accessorize
Professional 

Products 
Provides Vitals 

for our BluePrint 
Engines 383

Source:

PROFESSIONAL PRODUCTS 

323.306.5067

www.professional-products.com

AUTOMOTIVE RACING PRODUCTS (ARP)

800.826.3045

www.arpbolts.com

1. We looked at the 

430hp rating of the 

BluePrint 383 small-

block and chose to 

go with Professional 

Products PowerForce 

Plus harmonic damper. 

The hub and the inertia 

ring are made from an 

extremely strong 1045 

steel forging that meets 

the 18-1 SFI spec and 

makes it NHRA legal. 

Other features include a 

0- to 60-degree timing 

table, which is clearly 

printed on the outer ring 

of the part to allowing 

for easy tuning. 

Y
You wouldn’t buy new shoes 

and reuse the old laces, would 

you? A common mistake 

with weekend builders: Ater 

they overhaul or replace the engines 

in their vehicles, many fail to replace 

the accessories that drive the critical 

components and assist the engine’s 

operation. Why replace an old worn-

out engine with a fresh, strong one, and 

maybe double the horsepower mill, only 

to re-install old, tired, worn-out pumps 

or ine�cient charging components? To 

go along with the new engine, a host of 

accessory upgrades are available for any 

small-block Chevy motor. 

Professional Products saw a need 

for simple, direct-bolt-on accessories 

that rival or surpass the ones used to 

run an SBC in the irst place in looks and 

performance. The company’s version is 

called the Pro Drive, but you don’t have 

to be a pro to install them. As a matter of 

fact, the company prides itself on how 

simple they are to install. PP applied this 

straight-forward approach to installing vital 

accessories, such as water pumps, power-

steering pumps, and alternators, to just 

about every model of GM truck built from 

the mid-sixties to the late-eighties (for the 

smog exempt ones). Best of all, the system 

installs in about the same time you usually 

spend watching your favorite sporting 

event. 

Two inish options allow you to choose 

your style, whether it is shiny chrome to 

show of your new power plant or factory 

black to give you a stock or modern look. 

We decided on this system for our 383ci 

Stroker SBC from BluePrint Engines. This 

model makes 430hp, and we added a 

Professional Products harmonic damper to 

handle the increased horsepower. Log onto 

the Professional Products and BluePrint 

Engines websites to  see the huge variety 

of options ofered for your truck. Check out 

the play-by-play below.   

Shown are the main 

components from 

Professional Products, 

along with a sample of 

the pulleys, brackets, and 

hardware available to 

complete a kit for just about 

any small-block Chevy

  1.
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2. Once the damper was 

installed, we set the Pro 

Products crank pulley 

into place and ran the 

supplied fasteners into 

the damper. 

3. Maintaining the strong 

relationship with an SFI 

approved component, 

we chose to use ARP’s 

Balancer bolt. ARP’s 

fasteners far exceeded 

what stock from the 

factory, giving you more 

piece of mind in a high-

horsepower application. 

  2.   3.

4. When we installed the bolt, we smeared ARP’s 

assembly lube over the threads before running the 

fastener into the crankshafts snout.

5. After the threads were lubed up properly, we 

ran in the bolt, by hand first, followed a torque 

wrench—tightened down to 85lb-ft. 

6. The next part installed was the 

polished, high-flow water pump 

from Professional Products, using 

the supplied gaskets and fasteners 

included in the kit. 

7. Seen in this 

photo, you’ll notice 

on the face of this 

small-block are two 

vertically stacked 

thread bosses that are 

purposely set for the 

power-steering pump 

bracket. Those are the 

bosses that align with 

the lower mount on 

the power-steering 

bracket. 

8. We mounted the 

pump to the bracket 

first before mounting 

the whole assembly to 

the block. Afterwards, 

we tightened the 

lower fasteners 

snugly.  

9. Finishing of the 

pump install, the 

adjuster arm bolts to 

the thread boss on the 

water pump. For now, 

we left the adjuster 

bolt set loosely until 

it’s time to install the 

pump drive belt. 

10. Our next step, 

install the alternator 

to the lower bracket, 

which bolted to the 

water pump. For 

the lower alternator 

mounting point, we 

set it into the mount 

and bolted through to 

an accessory thread 

boss on the cylinder 

head. 

  4.

  5.

  6.

  7.   8.

  9.   10.



11. Here we installed the Pro 

Products alternator adjustment 

arm to the water pump and to 

the top-mounting point of the 

alternator. After which, we set 

the set bolt in the center of the 

adjuster slot, which allows us 

to measure for a drive belt and 

adjust it properly. 

12. Moving on to mounting the 

water pump pulley, we slid it over 

the water pump locator hole. 

Although some applications call 

for a fan spacer to hold on the 

pulley, as well as the fan itself, 

we’re using an electric fan. 

  11.

  12.

800-548-2168  ELECTRIC-LIFE.COM

Electric-Life accessories give your classic car modern 
convenience and luxury without modifying its classic looks.

BRAIDED STAINLESS LOOM SHAVED DOOR HANDLE KIT POWER WINDOW SWITCHES BILLET SWITCH KITS

SWITCH UP

SWITCH DOWN

Power windows and accessories for 
many truck models 1930 to current.
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13. We opted to install button-head 

stainless steel fasteners that we 

picked up at a local part house to 

maintain the same theme of the kit. 

14. Installing the power-steering pump 

pulley was simple. We used an open 

end wrench (size 7/8-inch) to hold the 

pulley while the pump’s shaft nut was 

tightened down using a ½-inch drive 

ratchet and a ¾-inch socket. 

15. There are many applications the 

kit can fit. We measured for the drive 

belts by using a flexible measuring 

tape (tailor’s tape). By stretching the 

tape around the crank pulley and the 

power-steering pulley, we were able 

to get a measurement. This way, we 

can pick up the correct size belt on the 

very first try at the local parts store.

  13.

  14.

  15.

 Vehicle Type Prices From

Stage 1 Kit 
Ultimax Daily driver pads & Geomet black OEM style rotors Any Vehicle     $99

Stage 2 Kit 
Greenstuff sport pads & USR slotted black Geomet Rotors Car   $145

Stage 3 Kit 
Greenstuff Trucksport pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors Truck/SUV       $175 

Stage 4 Kit 
Redstuff premium fast street pads & USR slotted black Geomet rotors Car   $195

Stage 5 Kit 
Yellowstuff highest friction pads & GD sport drilled black Geomet rotors Any Vehicle     $245

Kit includes 100% British made ECO friendly quality high efficiency EBC brake pads fully tested and 

approved to meet or exceed all known standards plus premium Geomet corrosion resistant G3000 iron 

rotors of your pattern choice. Geomet is the NUMBER ONE brake rotor anti corrosion surface coating used 

by OEM builders (they use silver, we prefer black Geomet). Coating withstands severe salt spray tests for 

corrosion resistance.

Ask at Pep Boys 

or your local retailer or 

shop online at ....

Brake Upgrade Kits
SIX FABULOUS CHOICES
to suit every driving style and budget. 

All EBC rotors are now black GEOMET®

corrosion resistant coated...

These rotors WILL NOT RUST

NRS®
 - NUCAP Retention System®

 

creates a mechanical bond, 

locking the friction to the 

backing plate.

www.ebcbrakes.com 



When in Doubt, Accessorize
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16. The same procedure was used on the water pump/alternator setup. They were 

both adjusted to about an ⅛-inch of slack. Once the engine ran for a little while, we 

rechecked the slack on both belts. Around ¼-inch of slack is acceptable; the belts 

will stretch a bit. 

  19.

  16.

17. This Professional Products Powerflow Water Pump 

came equipped with a port to pass coolant through to a 

stock manifold or to a heater core, if your vehicle calls 

for such an application. Our C-10 project didn’t call for it, 

so we picked up a pipe plug from a local part house. We 

used ARP’s thread sealer to ensure a water-tight seal on 

the thread. 

18. Using a paste-style thread sealer, like the one from 

ARP we used, makes more sense because a tape-style 

application will never hold up to normal engine temps 

like the paste-style. 

19. We’re ready to go! All the 

accessories have been installed 

and adjusted to operational 

spec. The classic look of the 

chrome and polish was just 

what we were looking for on 

this project. Check back in the 

coming issues as we finalize this 

stroker 383 and put it through its 

paces on the road. 

  17.

  18.



EXPERIENCE A NEW-AND-IMPROVED MOTORTREND.COM.  IT’S THE DESTINATION FOR  

ALL YOUR AUTOMOTIVE NEEDS. SEE IT FOR YOURSELF AT MOTORTREND.COM.

INTRODUCING  
AN ALL-NEW  
MOTORTREND.COM

 
EVERY C AR, TRUCK, AND SUV EXTENSIVELY REVIEWED IN OUR ALL-NEW  
BUYER’S GUIDE. ALL THE AUTOMOTIVE NEWS YOU NEED TO SEE, THE SECOND IT BREAKS.

FASTER. SLICKER. MOBILE OPTIMIZED. 

#MOTORTREND #ALLNEWMOTORTREND



Readers’ Rides BY ANTHONY SOOS

T
o get your truck featured in Readers’ Rides, email a high-resolution photo of your 

truck to readersrides@truckin.com. Send in a front 3⁄4 or proile shot of your 

truck, and make sure it’s big enough. For a digital ile, try to make it at least 1MB. 

Don’t use your cell phone! We print at a much higher resolution than a website, 

which means that sending links to photos posted online won’t work. Also, please make sure 

that the whole truck is in the frame, don’t cut of the front or back of the truck. Remember, this 

is your pride and joy. Do your best to make your truck look its best. Also, make sure to include 

plenty of information about you and your truck. The more information, the better the article. 

If you want to get your ride noticed by posting it on our website, go to rides.truckinweb.

com. Upload up to 20 photos of your vehicle, along with detailed descriptions.   

Father-Son Build

Who: Scott Consoli

What: 1953/54 Ford F-100

Where: Lambertville, New Jersey

Mods: Frame taken from ’53 

Ford fire truck and powdercoated 

maroon, Volare torsion bar 

suspension with a disc-brake kit 

included, 351 Ford Windsor from a 

’89 Ford F-150, new C6 transmission, 

’88 Mustang rearend, custom-made 

headers built by Thomson Motor 

Sports and custom stainless steel 

exhaust from Muflex of Hamilton, 

N.J., power-steering conversion, 

hood taken from fire truck, fenders 

from donor truck with all emblems 

filled, all body panels were 

dipped or glass beaded, custom 

roll pan, Ididit tilt billet steering 

column, custom interior from Trim 

Specialties of Hopwell, N.J., custom-

built overhead stereo console with 

a Sony receiver and custom box 

behind seat. All work except paint 

and interior performed by owner. 

“My father and I worked on this 

truck for so long we put custom 

vanity plates on it,  NVRAGN,” Scott 

said. “We will never again attempt a 

build that lasted this long!”

CO2

Who: Kirk Powell

What: 2015 Chevy Silverado 2500 HD 6.0L

Where: Appleton, Wisconsin 

Mods: 5-inch Rough Country NTD suspension lift color matched white, 2-inch BORA spacers on all four corners, Flowmaster 40 

Series with 4- to 8-inch Gibson Metal Mulisha tip, all exterior surfaces color matched, custom-built headlights by Gold Standard 

Lighting with color-matched housing, OLB LED high beams with Putco LED low beams, OLB lightbars on upper grille, lower grille, 

and bumper, Kicker 10-inch Comp Series shallow mount sub in custom-built box under rear seat wired to the factory in dash 

navigation, Cali O�road 22x12 wheels, Atturo Trail Blade MT 35x12.50R22 tires. “This is our second build to represent our wheel 

company, Custom O�sets,” Kirk said. “We wanted to do a high-quality build without breaking the bank.”
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(913) 338-2886 • PROCHARGER.COM

INVENTED, ENGINEERED

AND MADE IN THE USA

MOST ADVANCED SUPERCHARGERS • HIGHLY EFFECTIVE INTERCOOLING

SIMPLE, BOLT-ON INSTALLATION • 20 YEARS OF INNOVATION & LEADERSHIP

BOLT ON THE COOLEST CHARGE AIR TEMPERATURES 

AND THE INDUSTRY’S LARGEST POWER GAINS

2016 MODELS

NOW SHIPPING

BOLT ON 

45-75%
MORE POWER

Looking for a personalized gift for 

almost any occasion? 

My Own Cover magazine covers are perfect 

for birthday gifts, holiday gifts, corporate 

recognitions, or celebrating a milestone. 

Each magazine cover is as unique as the 

person on the cover. 

��JeadVY�ndjg�dlc�e]didh
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Create your own magazine cover and be a star.

www.myowncover.com
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D139

THE ULTIMATE

AND IT’S FREE!
LIFTED SUSPENSION PROTECTION COVERAGE

Learn more about the Factory Protection Plus Program at 560plus.com

ALL THINGS
TRUCK

B O O K M A R K
 T O D A Y

TRUCKTREND.COM



Parting Shot

Issue #4 is all about 

SEMA, we’ll show 

you the best lifted, 

laid out, and classic 

trucks the show had 

to offer, along with 

all the latest and 

greatest, innovative 

new products. Issue 

#4 goes on sale 

January 29th, 2016. 

2016 Show Calendar

Coming 
Next 

Month
Issue 4,  
on sale 

January 
29th
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Do you promote a show or run that draws  
150 trucks or more? Send the above 
information to editorsinbox@truckin.
com for review!

TRUCKIN (ISSN 0277-5743), Volume 42, Number 3, is published every four weeks by TEN: The Enthusiast Network, LLC, 261 Madison Avenue, 6th Floor, New York NY 

10016. Copyright © 2016 by TEN: The Enthusiast Network Magazines, LLC . All Rights Reserved. Periodicals Postage Paid at New York, NY, and additional mailing 

o�ces. SUBSCRIPTIONS: U.S. AND U.S. possessions $36.00 for one year (13 issues). Canadian $49.00 and all other countries $62.00 (including surface mail postage). 

Payment in advance, U.S. funds only. Single copy price is $5.99.  POSTMASTER: Send all UAA to CFS. (See DMM 707.4.12.5);  NON-POSTAL AND MILITARY FACILITIES:  

send address corrections to: TRUCKIN, P.O. Box 420235, Palm Coast, FL 32142-0235.

Feb. 6, Bring the Noize, Deer Valley, AZ, 
www.artofnoize.com
Feb. 26-28, Lone Star Throwdown, Conroe, TX, 
www.lonestarthrowdown.com
Mar. 12-13, NR Small Town Takeover, Wortham, TX, 
www.facebook.com/NRTakeOver
Mar. 19, Drag For Diabetes, Galveston, TX, 
www.facebook.com/events/1542559399321793
Mar. 18-20, Auto Gras, New Orleans, LA,
www.facebook.com/events/1048627108515736
Mar. 25-27, Battle in Bama, Mobile, AL, 
www.facebook.com/events/140015813004666
Apr. 1-3, Forbidden Fantasy, Laughlin, NV, 
www.forbiddenfantasy.com
Apr. 16-17, Gator Drag, Rayne, LA, 
www.gatordragshow.com







SKYJACKER LIFT KITS
Complete with all the top-quality 
parts and accessories you need to 
get up to a 9” lift (depends on ve-
hicle), Skyjacker delivers the clear-
ance it takes to conquer any on- or 
o�-road obstacle with ease. The 
sky’s the limit when you take your 
truck or SUV to a higher proile with  
Skyjacker! Limited Lifetime Warranty.

Kit Shown 

From $1,79135

FREE Shipping
Contents may vary

PUSH GROUND CLEARANCE TO NEW HEIGHTS!
$ 15513

FROM

READYLIFT LEVELING KITS
When you want the gnarly look of 33” tall tires without the expense of a lift kit, a ReadyLIFT 
Leveling Kit is exactly what you need. Using either torsion keys or shock extensions, this simple kit 
sends your rig up to 3” high—enough room for that trick wheel package without wrecking your 
smooth ride. Limited Lifetime Warranty.

THERE’S NO FASTER OR MORE ECONOMICAL WAY TO RAISE YOUR RIG THAN A READYLIFT LEVELING KIT.

AFTERBEFORE

GET YOUR RIG ON THE LEVEL!

Call Our Experts 800.509.7298
© 2013.  AutoAnything, Inc. All Rights Reserved.  AutoAnything is a registered mark of AutoAnything, Inc.  All other marks are the property of their respective owners.  Prices subject to change. Not responsible for typographical errors.

1,000s of Parts for Performance, Protection & Style
LARGEST ONLINE SELECTION

T-CONNECTORS5TH WHEEL HITCHES TRAILER BALLS & BALL MOUNTS
Discover how much easier and safer your towing 
experience could be with a CURT brake controller.

Outit your truck for all of your heavy-duty hauling 
needs. Easy single-handle operation. 5-year warranty.

Built strong with CNC forming and machine welding. 
Available in classes I-V to it all of your towing jobs.

CURT hitches provide more than just versatile good looks; the smart design prevents 
rust by sealing the main body to keep out the elements. An open back-end design 
provides easy cleaning. Robotic welding produces a precision it and strong construc-
tion to ensure that your hitch stands up to the job for years to come.

RECEIVER HITCHES

$ 287 39
FROM

$ 67 99
FROM

$ 14 99
FROM

$ 14 99
FROM

YOUR CURT TOWING HEADQUARTERS!

$ 13995
FROM



or Visit AutoAnything.com Up-front low prices with 1-year protection.
LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE

2

1. Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments excluded.  2.  Find it for less and we’ll refund the di�erence up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions apply.  See website for complete details and restrictions.

®

*Not legal for sale or use on pollution-controlled vehicles in the State of California or states that use the CARB emissions standard.

Replace your limited factory MAF with a smarter unit. The 
Power-Flow Mass Air Sensor by Jet Performance increases 
airlow by up to 45% and communicates the increase with the 
engine’s computer to give you instant gains in low-end torque 
and horsepower. 1-year warranty.

Quick acceleration o� the line, faster 0-60 times and more towing torque are yours, instantly! 
Jet’s world-famous performance chip is 50-state street legal, works for both stock and modi-
ied powerplants and  installs easily—less than half an hour. Lifetime Warranty. 

MAXIMIZE YOUR 
ENGINE’S PERFORMANCE!

My Jet Performance Module

*JET POWER-FLOW MASS AIR SENSOR

“I could’t be more pleased with my Jet Performance Module. My vehicle now has the 

power and performance that I had always hoped it would have. The module puts the 

fun back in driving. Fortunately, I also have a good radar detector.” 

- Stephen F. (North Andover, MA) 

$ 12995
FROM

GUARANTEED
LOWEST PRICE!

Call or Go Online.

When you hit the pedal, the Jet Performance throttle body opens up to 
deliver more airlow, horsepower and torque. And speaking of pedal, 
your ride’s throttle-response goes from sluggish to explosive. The direct 
bolt-on design and preinstalled electronics let you plug-n-play your 
way to performance. 2-year limited warranty.

JET THROTTLE BODIES

$ 29996
FROM

• Increases the horsepower & torque of your ride or rig
• Patent-pending housing-to-ilter interface requires up to 
  70% fewer parts than competitors
• One-piece sealed intake housing uses all factory mounting
• Auxiliary air scoop can be opened for additional low
• Feature a clear sight window allows easy inspection of air ilter
• GT intakes feature a rugged, tread-patterned top
 • One-piece rotomold plastic intake tube is dyno tuned to perfection
• All installation hardware included
• aFe Momentum Intakes are backed by a 2-year warranty

AFE MOMENTUM COLD AIR INTAKES

$ 375 00
FROM

ENGINEERED ADRENALINE!

Pictured:

2013-2015 GM 6.6L 
Duramax LML

Part # 54-74006
$425.00





or Visit AutoAnything.com

FREE SHIPPING
1

NO MINIMUM PURCHASE _ NO HIDDEN FEES

Up-front low prices with 1-year protection.
LOWER PRICE GUARANTEE

2

1. Free Shipping to Continental US only. No APO/POs. Truck, oversized & select shipments excluded.  2.  Find it for less and we’ll refund the di�erence up to 1 year from purchase. Some restrictions apply.  See website for complete details and restrictions.

®

Increase horsepower, add torque, even improve your fuel economy with the Volant Cold Air Intake System!  The rocket 

scientists at Volant have truly outdone themselves with this one. The Volant intake breathes in huge amounts of 

performance-enhancing air to your engine, increasing horsepower up to 10%. What's more, it takes less than an hour 

to install using standard household tools to  replace the old,  sufocating factory air box.

Marine grade stainless 
hose  clamps.

PERFORMANCE

By using Donaldson’s® PowerCore® Filtration Technology, submicron contaminants load on 

the surface rather than collecting in the depth of the ilter. This boosts e�ciency and increases  

performance on your aftermarket air intake system. The ilter media won’t deteriorate as easily 

as traditional cotton/gauze ilters. Plus, they are OE-approved and will not void your factory 

warranty.  Backed by Volant’s 150,000-mile warranty.

Patented closed sealed oversized air 
boxes provide increased air volume 
and protection from engine heat.

Hand formed oversized air 
ducts for maximum air low 
and Increased air volume.

High temperature triple cord silicone 
hoses for strength and durability.

Donaldson® PowerCore®
Filtration Technology lows 
35% more than conventional 
factory paper ilters.

High temperature foam 
insulated aluminum lids.

$ 187 19
FROM




