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SWITZERLAND

‘Maybe I should 

have just waved 

a bit’

‘Yeah, two wins in a

row. I’m smokin’’

‘Whoa, hang on 

it’s getting a bit 

out of shape’

www.motorcyclenews.com

TEST: When Peter Williams took his 
monococque John Player Norton to vic-
tory in the F750 TT on the Isle of Man, it 
became an instant icon. Only five bikes 
were ever built, but – a whole 42 years 
later – Williams is building replicas for 
a cool £74,000 +VAT, and MCN has rid-
den the first. It’s an incredible story of a 
single-minded dream, and the genesis 
of an all-new monocoque road bike. 

TEST: Suzuki’s all-new
G S X- S 1 0 0 0 F  h a s
stor med i nto t he
sport-tourer market 
with an emphasis on 
the ‘sports’, but how 
does it stack up against 
the current class king, 
Kawasaki’s wildly ver-
satile Z1000SX?

Rebirth of a 
1970s icon

The only 
way is SX?
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BROOKES’ 
DOUBLE 
TROUBLE
Having dominated the 

Thruxton round with a 

second double victory in 

a row, Josh Brookes could 

seemingly do no wrong as 

his BSB title hopes soared. 

Until he tried an impromptu 

celebration burnout. 

The Aussie nearly 

shrouded what happened 

next with his own vanity 

cloud of tyre smoke, but 

there was no mistaking the 

sudden veer to the right, 

the sound of bike meeting 

tarmac, and his comedy 

commando roll dismount. 

He managed to laugh it off 

– easier to do when you’ve 

just nailed the double – but 

it nonetheless made the 

Aussie look a right drongo.

There’s nothing better than

discovering some of the best roads

on Earth with nothing but your

bike and good friends for com-

pany. Last week MCN’s summer

guide to stunning roads kicked off

in France and Luxembourg, and

this week we reveal the sinuous

tarmac ribbons that lace through

Spain, Italy and Switzerland. The

final part in our travel trilogy un-

earths the gems on our doorstep,

and we uncover Great Britain.

Start your journey on page 20.

THE BEST 

RIDING
ROADS

Next week: 
Great Britain’s 
best bike roads

BURNOUT FAIL



‘Ah, it’s OK, I don’t think

anyone saw... phew!’

When it comes to

celebration fails,

Brookes is in good

company, just ask

James Toseland

#MCNwednesday

Sport: Kiyonari’s frustration

leads to talk of retirement, p72

‘I’ve tried hard.
Maybe it is better

for me to finish
racing, to finish my
career; it feels like

there is no point for
me continuing’

SAVING AN
INSTITUTION

P30

GOOD NEWS: This time six months ago it
looked almost certain that the Imps mo-
torcycle display team would cease to exist
after 45 years of training and inspiring
underprivileged children. But thanks to the
overwhelming support of MCN readers, this
is the story of what happened next.

NORTON’S 
NEW 1200 V4

P4

THIS WEEK: Not content to just sit back and 
churn out instant retro classics, Norton have 
revealed their plans for two new road bikes, 
including a stunning 1200cc V4 road-going 
superbike set to be launched within two years.

D
O

U
B

L
E

 R
E

D

BARGAIN OF 
THE WEEK

Ducati 748E £3500
SELLER SAYS: 2002, 9336 miles. Just 

serviced, including cambelts, standard 

exhausts, not trackdayed or covered in 

stickers, and MoT’d until May 2016. 

MCN SAYS: The most beautiful design 

ever, here with the 748 engine, which is 

a peach on sweeping UK roads. Worth a 

look for seller’s description alone! 15,396  bikes for sale

P54

‘Why I love 
the SV1000’

his week’s
hot new kit

The kit we
trust – tested

Get a great 
bike deal

Versys 1000: Long- term
test Kwak chases the sun

0

38 40

USED BIKES 
& ADVICE

ON TEST

48
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N
orton Motorcycles will have 
an all-new 200bhp 1200 V4 
road-going bike on sale in 
two years, along with a new 
650cc parallel-twin.

The two new engine and chassis 
platforms are happening thanks to 
£4million of government investment in 
Norton, suppliers and other companies 
as it seeks to boost the UK’s industrial 
infrastructure and supply network.

Chancellor of the Exchequer, George 
Osborne MP, visited the Norton factory 
at Donington Hall last week to make the 
official announcement while Norton 
exclusively revealed plans for the V4 
and 650cc engine to MCN, explaining 
that design and chassis development is 
already underway (see page 6).

The funds will allow Norton and its 
11 supply chain partners to further de-
velop the British Motorcycle Manufac-
turing Academy (BMMA), construct a 
new 10,000sq ft manufacturing facility 
and design and engineer the two new 
engine and chassis platforms.

Norton owner and CEO, Stuart
Garner, explained how the funding
will take the resurgent company to
a whole new level. He said: “This is a
big departure for the Norton brand.
The funding that has been announced

Stunning 1200 V4 and lively 650 will take 
iconic British firm to a whole new level

means we now have 10 to 15 years of 
development ahead of us. We want 
to be able to put the skills back into 
manufacturing and it has taken a year 
of work to get here. 

“This is a long-term commitment 
which adds to the firm footing we 
have all worked so hard to get to since 
we brought Norton back to Britain in 
2009. This new investment is the start 
of a new era for Norton.”

Nine new models
Norton plans to develop three engine 
platforms in total, from which it can 
develop nine different models stretch-
ing over the next five years at least.

The current Norton Commando 961 
will remain in production as long as it 
can be kept in-line with ever stricter 
noise and emissions regulations. It re-
tains a classic look that Norton wants 
to keep on sale. This bike has been 
integral to relaunching the brand and 
has seen healthy revenue coming in as 
a result of special and limited editions 
like the 961SE and the Dominator and 
Dominator SS models which all sold out 
in a matter of days, despite high prices.

Bolting onto this will be 
an all-new 1200cc V4, de-
s i g n e d  b y  N o r t o n ’ s
head of development Simon 
Skinner and his small team of 
engineers and designers. The 
work to engineer and develop 
the motor will be done by 
V-Pro, a company owned by 
massive global engineering 
experts Ricardo Engineering.

Ricardo works for many 
motorcycle and car manufac-
turers but is rarely allowed to 
talk about any of the work it does. 
V-Pro was bought out last year 
because of the motorcycle expertise 
it has. Some of the work Ricardo can 
openly discuss is their work on the 
BMW K1600 straight-six engine, the 
BMW C600 and C650 scooters and the 
BMW K1300 engine. In the car world 
it has been heavily involved in the 
development of the 1000bhp Bugatti 
Veyron hypercar.

The 1200cc V4
Norton has been quietly and slowly 
working on a 1200cc V4 of its own 
design for several years. It has been
using the Isle of Man TT project to test
some components along the way but
proper work by Skinner has ramped
up over the past three months.

Skinner explains: “This will be a
y new engine and we are
r 200bhp to work with a
ike that will still be very
rton but with modern tech-
d engineering. Think of this
s take on the Aston Martin
or DBS.
n’t going to be taking on
se manufacturers in terms

ogy; this isn’t a video game.
we will need to fit ABS as
e a legal requirement, and
ntrol will be something that
o work with a 200bhp mo-
ut we won’t be working on
nt levels of traction control.
isn’t interested in big vol-
bike will be something de-
h a high price. This is a new
or us as it will be a modern-
e with our own engine.
ys at V-Pro and Ricardo have
of work with motorcycles

NORTON NOW

and it has all been production-b
unlike many others who only do r
stuff and don’t seem to understan
bikes. We don’t want a racing en
we want something that’s nice t
on the road. Ricardo are helping
develop our engine rather than bu
a Ricardo engine which we then

And something smaller
The plans for the 650cc parallel
will offer something very differ
what the current 961 Command
fers. The new mid-cc machine w
something modern and new wi
power output close to 100bhp.

The Commando will live on as
heritage model. This 650cc will be
water-cooled and derived from
the 1200cc V4 in terms of basic
architecture, to save money in
the development of two engines
and keep things a little simpler.

Skinner added: “Plans for the
650 are not as advanced as the
1200cc V4 but imagine a sport
bike with 100bhp and a weight
120kg.”

Right now the plans for both
torcycles is for them to be shown
public for the first time in late 20
for production to begin in 2017.

WORLD EXCLUSIVE

SENIOR REPORTER

‘The 200bhp V4 will 
still be very much 
a Norton, but with 

modern technology’
SIMON SKINNER, HEAD OF DEVELOPMENT

Early computer model 

shows fluid design of 

new Norton’s bodywork

Cutaway of the 

design shows 

packaging of 

V4’s internals
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THE BIKES THAT PUT 
NORTON BACK ON MAP 

Engine development
The 1200cc V4 motor will be engi-

neered and developed by Ricardo 

Engineering, perhaps more famous 

for their work on Bugatti’s insane 

Veyron supercar. Norton tell us to 

expect 200bhp. 

If the finished 1200cc V4 

looks half as good as the 

computer design, it’s 

going to be a stunner

Norton Dominator £19,950 
(Limited edition ‘SS’  £24,500)
Essentially road-going versions of 

stripped-back Domiracer.

Norton Domiracer  £26,000 
A limited-edition race bike, it’s 

a solid, sensual, pushrod riding 

experience. Sold out instantly.

Norton Commando Sport 
£14,495 

The entry-level bike for Norton 

that does away with frills.

Norton Commando Café 
Racer £15,750
Drop bars and a small screen give 

a classic Café Racer look.

Norton Commando SF  £15,750 
SF stands for Street Fighter and 

gives a hint as to this gorgeous 

machine’s attitude.



By Andy Downes

SENIORREPORTER
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‘This is about 
creating the 

apprentices of  
the future’

and the result of that work has been 
announced today. We have worked on 
this idea for the BMMA to create a sup-
ply chain, with some parts being made 
here and others outside. This is about 

N
orton’s £4million of govern-
ment-backed finance came
about after a chance meet-
ing between company owner

Stuart Garner and Chancellor of the
Exchequer George Osborne last year.

Both were attending a business lead-
ers meeting after an announcement of
assistance for the massive Jaguar Land
Rover company when Garner asked for
help to establish the British Motorcycle
Manufacturing Academy (BMMA).

4 MILLION
REASONS 
TO BE 
CHEERFUL
Chance meeting with 
George Osborne leads  
to huge investment in
Norton’s bold, bright future

NORTON’S BRIGHT FUTURE

0800 7836 191whitedalton.co.uk

REAL BIKERS. REAL LAWYERS. REAL ANSWERS.
Real specialists in:

s��-OTORCYCLE�!CCIDENTS�IN�%NGLAND���7ALES��%UROPE�AND�
THE�)SLE�OF�-AN

s�4AKEOVER�CLAIMS�FROM�OTHER�3OLICITORS

s��2OAD�4RAFl�C�/FFENCES��FROM�SPEEDING�TO�$EATH�BY�
$ANGEROUS�$RIVING

s��/BTAINING�COMPENSATION�WHERE�
YOUR�PERSONAL�INJURY�CLAIM�HAS�
BEEN�UNDERSETTLED�BY�YOUR�
PREVIOUS�APPOINTED�SOLICITOR�

A year of work has seen Norton, as
part of a 12-company consortium,
awarded £4million from the gov-
ernment’s Advanced Manufacturing
Supply Chain Initiative (AMSCI).

The cash will be used to further
develop the BMMA to train and sup-
ply the next generation of engineering
apprentices to Norton Motorcycles and
other supply chain partners, construct
a new 10,000sq ft manufacturing facil-
ity at the Norton factory and create two
new engines and chassis platforms for
Norton (full details on page 4).

Chancellor Osborne visited and

toured the Norton factory last week 
before making the official announce-
ment about the cash injection. It will 
directly result in 159 jobs at Norton 
which the firm hopes will grow to 
600, including 200 apprentices, over 
the next five years.

MCN was at the official announce-
ment and asked Osborne how the 
funding had come about. He explained: 
“I was at a business conference in  
Liverpool and Stuart Garner asked me 
a question about how Norton and the 
British motorcycle industry could get 
some help. I said we can work together 
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‘The base model
price should be

extremely
accessible’

This is the first glimpse of the most
important new variant of Triumph’s
all-new Bonneville – the base model.
Spy shots back in April had confirmed
the existence of an all-new 1100cc
Bonneville, due to go on sale in 2017,
but this is the first time we’ve seen
the smaller, entry-level bike.

Caught on the road in virtually
finished form, this is the machine
that all those other derivatives are
spawned from, and with the lowest
price and greatest scope for Ducati
Scrambler-style personalisation it’s
likely to be the bestseller of the range.

Technical details are currently

not available, but MCN understands
this machine has been registered as
an 865cc, hinting that Triumph have
developed a smaller-capacity version
of the new water-cooled parallel twin
powering the larger Bonneville. The
pictures clearly show lower-spec
chassis components like a single front
brake disc and more budget-looking
suspension, contrasting the 1100cc
version’s twin-disc front brake set-up
and beefier suspension components.

Apart from the addition of an op-
tional screen and a temporary topbox
that probably houses this prototype’s
datalogging equipment, the bike here
is the most basic version of the 2017
Bonnie, and its smaller size and lack
of frivolities should make the price
extremely accessible.

training the apprentices of the future.
“Norton is an iconic British brand,

and is building motorcycles here which
are then exported all around the world.
This partnership between Norton and
the British government will create jobs
and apprenticeships and is part of the
work we have done to create a strong
and growing economy. We need great
manufacturing businesses like Norton.

“We want to make the Midlands an
engine for growth by supporting the
core strengths of the local economy,
like engineering and manufacturing.

“Our long-term economic plan is
Topbox most likely holds the test

bike’s datalogging equipment

New basic Triumph
Bonnie breaks cover

A VERY FAST
ADVENTURE
Ready for anything: New XR1000,
Multistrada, R1200GS, Versys,
1190 Adventure, Explorer

Norton was bought by Stuart

Garner in 2008 and MCN

was the first to speak to him

at a hastily-arranged press

conference at the National

Motorcycle Museum near

Birmingham.

Having started out in a

Derbyshire farmhouse, before

moving to a small industrial

unit at Donington Park, one

of the world’s most famous

motorcycling brands now has

its home at former stately

home Donington Hall.

In late 2008, Garner bought

the rights to the Norton name

from American Kenny Dreer

and spent the next 18 months

getting ready for production of

the first Commando 961.

But the firm was at the centre

of a well-publicised problem,

with delays to the delivery of

customers’ bikes only resolved

at the end of 2012.

UK customers now typically

wait six months to receive their

bikes and it will take a year for

American deliveries, according

to Garner. He said: “We make

it clear this is the waiting time;

there is no messing about. We

have gone from using over 200

suppliers for the first bikes

down to around 90 today. And

83% of the parts are British.”

all about backing successful British
brands like Norton. Their decision to
create 600 new jobs and investment in
the next generation of manufacturing
engineers is great news for the people
of the East Midlands, and a vote of
confidence in the UK.”

Asked if he had ever ridden a
motorcycle Osborne told MCN: “I’m not
allowed to any more. I have in the past
and it was quite an experience. I’m in
one piece so it ended well.”

Garner added: “It has taken a lot of
work to get here. It was almost exactly
a year ago that I met George Osborne.

“I want to make it clear that, despite
what people might say, this isn’t about
making Norton more attractive to buy-
ers. We might need to bring in technical
partners to help with this next stage
of development but the company is
not for sale.

“The money we are getting is already
in the company accounts and the build-
ers are just about to start work on the
new manufacturing facility where we
can bring our frame-building and CNC
work, along with some of the other
manufacturing like the wheel building
we do, on site.”

NORTON SURVIVES 
ROLLERCOASTER RIDE

EXCLUSIVE 
SPY SHOT

The new Goverment 

investment creates jobs

Osborne finds 

out how hefty 

a fuel tank is

Norton ‘s Stuart Garner 

shows Chancellor 

George Osborne 

around the factory

We ride the fastest,
fiercest production
bike in the world... to
the shops and that!

H2

BEST RIDING
ROADS, PART 3
Blitz Britain’s greatest rides

Indy action Can  Rossi  
convert mid-season 

lead into a 10th 
title-winning 

campaign?

MOTOGP 
IS BACK!

NEXT WEEK
WELCOME TO 
OUR WORLD
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‘All of my bike choices were

dictated by how little money I had’
going out on TV in September, I think.

How did you get interested in bikes?

There were two brothers I hung around

with as a kid and they were well into

their motorcycles so I just sort of fell

into it. All of my bike choices were

dictated by how little money I had at

the time. I never had a job where I was

getting a paypacket so I ended up being

skint most of the time. If I bought a bike 

I had to buy it cheaply and do it up.

So were you always pretty handy

with a spanner?

Not at first. I sort of knew what I was

doing but the rest I just learnt as I went 

along because there was no way I could

afford to pay anyone to do it for me.

What was your first bike?

I was given a Yamaha XS650 Custom

which a mate had sitting about. I didn’t

have a licence but I got it running

and rode it a bit. I used to hide in the

middle of a group of riders in the hope

of blending in. The first legal bike I had

was a Suzuki TN250. That was a real

old knacker I bought from a neighbour. I

had an MZ250 which had those plastic

and rubber tyres. Bloody hell they were

awful but that bike got me to work

and back in central Newcastle every

day. The bike was a really agricultural 

What have you been up to recently?

Me and fellow Hairy Biker Dave Myers

have just got back from riding 4000

miles around Northern Europe –

Poland, Latvia, Lithuania, Estonia,

St Petersburg in Russia, Finland and

Sweden. It was amazing and while

some of the roads up north were a bit

straight there were others that were

lovely. The wildlife was a bit too big to

be frightened of a couple of blokes on

bikes, though. We’d come round the

corner and there would be a moose or

an elk just standing there looking at

us. They didn’t move at all so you had

to keep your eyes open and stay alert

– they’re massive! That show will be 

two-stroke but it was better than the

No725 bus, which was a pain in the 

scrotum at the best of times.

Where did you go after that?

I had a Honda CB500T and CB500TE

and then a Triumph T140V. That bike

was an old knocker when I bought it

but it was interesting. It had the oil

in the frame and I played about with

that a fair bit because I’d become

pretty decent with a spanner by then.

I did have a Honda CB750K1 which I

sprayed up and did a bit of work on. I

ended up flogging that to Dave. He’s

never let me forget that because he 

had so many problems with it!

Yamaha XS650 Custom

Ridden without a licence...

Triumph T140V

Honed his spannering skills

FIRST BIKE

BEST BIKE

TV chef on old knackers, avoiding mooses and riding more than ever

SI’S BIKES

SI KING

ONE HALF OF TV’S ‘HAIRY BIKERS’ 

AND LIFELONG BIKE NUT

We’ve teamed up with Oxford
Products to offer one lucky MotoGP fan
the chance to win a custom made set
of Bradley Smith replica Ixon leathers, 
plus the chance to meet him.

The prize consists of;

• One set of custom-made Bradley
Smith replica Ixon race leathers• Two general admission tickets to
Day of Champions at Silverstone on
Thursday, August 27, 2015 with pad-
dock access•Buffet lunch for two in the Yamaha
Tech3 team hospitality area• T h e op p or t u n i t y to m e e t
Bradley Smith
Ixon race, street, touring and com-
muting products are available in a huge
range including gloves from £19.99 and
jackets from £99. Browse the full range 
at www.oxprod.com/ixon 

To enter

The full terms and conditions visit
www.motorcyclenews.com/ixon

WIN BRADLEY
SMITH REPLICA 
LEATHERS

‘BMW OWNERS’ TRACK DAY       

DONINGTON – 29 AUGUST.
MAKE LIFE A RIDE.

Join the Tyco BMW team at Donington Park on Saturday 29 August 2015. Enjoy track tuition from Tommy Bridewell and 
Michael Laverty. You will also have the opportunity to undertake road test rides* on a range of BMW Motorrad models.

Enjoy Tyco BMW hospitality where you will receive VIP treatment with complimentary lunch and refreshments provided. 

To book your place on this exclusive event call Focused Events on 0845 026 7272, email 
gm@focusedevents.com or visit focusedevents.com

*Test ride is subject to applicant status and availability

The Ultimate
Riding Machine

BMW Motorrad UK 

BMW Owners
Track Day
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You like the sound 
of a new bike?
We get it.

0% over 48 months*

APR REPRESENTATIVE 

GSX-R1000 GSX-R750 GSX-R600 GSR750 SFV650 9�6WURP�

1000

9�6WURP���� 9�6WURP

650XT

%XUJPDQ ���

Executive

Intruder

M1800RBZ 
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INDIAN CHIEF
DARK HORSE

I
ndian are treading a fine line with 
the latest addition to the Chief 
range – the Dark Horse. It’s a 
stripped-back cruiser providing a 
base for owners to customise, and 
there’s a list of accessories as long 

as this machine’s wheelbase.
But it’s not cheap, so has to deliver 

a level of performance and finish the 
moment it leaves the showroom and 
that’s where treading that fine line 

becomes a precarious balancing act —

and it’s one I’m not sure the Dark Horse
has quite pulled off.

The Dark Horse, launched at the
MCN London show earlier this year,
is based on the successful Chief and
therefore shares the same ‘Thunder 
Stroke’ 111 engine – an air-cooled 1811cc 
V-Twin. The big motor pushes out an 
impressive 119.2ftlb of torque through 
the belt drive. It’s the lightest Chief in 
the Indian range as it’s been stripped 
back to the bare minimum, but still 
tops the scales at a fairly hefty 341kg. 
And although it’s also the cheapest 
offering in the Chief range, it’s still a 
whopping £16,499. 

That’s hefty too – for a stripped-back
cruiser – even if it does have ABS, key-
less ignition and a huge motor. In com-
parison, a Triumph Roadster Rocket
comes in at £13,399 and a Harley Fat
Bob is only just over £13,000.

Turning the Dark Horse into some-
thing truly memorable and individual 
is not going to be a project your wal-
let will take lightly. There isn’t even a 
pillion seat or pegs, they’re optional 
extras. Then there’s the finish, in places 
it isn’t what you’d expect for the thick 
end of £16-and-a-half grand.

The dummy petrol filler cap on the 
left side feels like a toddler’s toy. It’s 
made of plastic and unveils a rusty 

hole. I like the look of the Indian Dark
Horse, and being all black it’s easier to
live with and clean, too. I’m still unsure
if I like the Indian mascot on the front
mudguard. The jury’s out on that one.

The clocks are neat, almost ornate 
with a digital display built in, giving 
an array of useful information like 
MPG, gear position and fuel range, 
you can even use it as a rev counter. 
You don’t normally get such an array 
of useful information on a big cruiser. 
The keyless ignition is a nice touch, 
although it’s nothing new as Harley 
has a similar system. Shame the dual 
exhausts don’t deliver the sound that 
the mean and moody look promises.

Most owners will probably change 
the exhausts, but the standard system 
offers very little character or soul. For 
all of its aggression and attitude, the 
dog lacks a bark. 

‘Turn off the main 
drag and the Dark 
Horse gallops 
along at an 
impressive rate’

WORLD FIRST TEST

‘For all of its aggression the dog lacks a bark… but not bite’

ADAM CHILD
SENIOR ROAD TESTER
adam.child@motorcyclenews.com
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What it lacks in bark, it makes up for
with its bite. It really packs a punch in
any gear. But once on the move, just
leave it in top and cruise along. You re-
ally can just sit back and enjoy the ride.

On board everything feels comfort-
able and familiar, with the footboards
within easy reach and a conventional
gear shift – not a heel and toe system
favoured by many bikes of this genre.
At 70mph flick the cruise control on
and it all becomes blissfully serene. The
20-litre fuel tank offers a huge range,
and covering decent distances is well
within the Dark Horse’s capabilities –
as long as you’re not in a hurry. Once
you get close to 80mph things get a

VERDICT
If you’re planning on going down

the Indian route you won’t be

disappointed, but for me it lacks

some much-needed touches to

make it worth the money.

WE LIKE

WE DON’T LIKE

■ Engine, ride, cruise control

■ Lacks character, cheap in places

NEED TO KNOW

Cruise control/ABS
Both come as standard. The cruise

control is set via the buttons on the

right bar. It can be deactivated by

simply applying either brake or

pulling in the clutch.

Engine
The air-cooled 1811cc V-Twin is one of

the largest in this sector pushing out

an impressive 119ftlb of torque. For a

limited time there’s also a five-year

unlimited mileage warranty.

Accessories
Indian have produced 40 new

additional products to complement

the new Dark Horse.

TECH SPEC

Price £16,499

Engine Air-cooled, V-Twin,

1811cc

Power n/a

Torque 119.2ftlb

Weight 341kg (dry)

Capacity 20 litres

MPG n/a

Seat height 660mm

Chassis Double cradle

Contact Indianmotorcycles.com

On sale August 2015

INDIAN CHIEF DARK HORSE

Dark Horse’s matt black flanks make it very easy to live with and keep clean Instruments have impressive functionality for a cruiserStreamlined lights add to the Horse’s sleek looks

little less laid back. It all gets a bit too 
much like hard work and the windblast 
soon takes its toll.

Turn off the main drag and the Dark 
Horse gallops along at a reasonably im-
pressive rate. There’s enough ground 
clearance to bowl along, the steering 
feels relatively light and the ABS as-
sisted brakes are more than adequate. 
However, the ABS system isn’t the 
most advanced and seems slow to react 
compared to most modern systems. 
The fuelling is excellent but there is 
a vague delay between winding the 
throttle and actually going forwards. 
It’s only a fraction but becomes more 
noticeable the more you ride it.

For its 341kg weight, the 

Dark Horse is light on its 

hooves in the bends



David Essex stars in bike movie, UK tracks, summer, 1980

The making of
Silver Dream Racer
Silver Dream Racer was the ‘Rocky’ of

motorcycle racing movies. It starred

David Essex as British privateer

racer Nick Freeman who inherits a

revolutionary prototype from his late

brother and finally manages to beat

American hot shot Bruce McBride

(played by Beau Bridges) to the world

title. But it’s no rose-tinted fantasy

– Freeman is killed moments after

crossing the finish line as his bike veers

out of control. The 1980 film was not a

commercial success but Essex did have

a top three hit with the theme song and

the movie did succeed in turning many

youngsters onto bikes and bike racing.

Graham Dyson: Out of the blue we got a

phone call from the movie people asking

EYEWITNESS Celebrating 60 years 

of amazing moments with MCN 

bikes during the lunch break, too. I used

to go to London to see David in Evita

and he would come to watch me race.

We had a few good nights out.

Dyson: The bike which crashed into the

pit wall (at the end of the film, killing

Essex’s character) was actually a 250

Yamaha dressed up with Silver Dream

Racer bodywork.

Marshall: I had to ride the bike in

the 1979 British Grand Prix and the

producer — who lived in a bit of a film

dream world — thought I could actually

beat Barry Sheene and Kenny Roberts

on it! He was distraught when I told

him I’d be lucky to even qualify. In the

end we slipped a 750cc engine into the

The all-important final shot 

was actually filmed during a 

live race at the 1979 British GP

THE EYEWITNESSES

Graham Dyson

Director of Barton-

Phoenix who built the 

Silver Dream Racer. 

Passed away in 2012*

Roger Marshall

Former British 

champion who 

doubled for David 

Essex in the movie
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if we could build bikes for a film called 

Silver Dream Racer. We went down to 

Pinewood Studios and eventually got a 

contract to build three bikes using our 

750cc engines in a chassis which we 

designed ourselves.

Roger Marshall: I was riding a Yamaha 

OW31 for George Beale at the time and 

the producers asked if I’d be interested 

in doubling for David Essex in a bike 

racing movie, as David was only 

insured to ride the bike up to 15mph. 

We did loads of long days shooting at 

Donington, Brands and Silverstone so I 

got to know David Essex fairly well and 

he was a really nice guy. He’s massively 

into bikes so when the producer wasn’t 

about we used to sneak David out on to 

the track on a Suzuki RG500. We used 

to set up little tracks in the woods at 

Brands and race each other on monkey 

1955-2015
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bike which helped me qualify about

16th. I was in the points in the race

until the bike developed a fuel leak

so I pulled over and explained to the

marshals that we really needed to get

a shot of me crossing the finish line

pretending I’d won. They waited for the

last lap then flagged me out on track

in between groups of riders and we

got the shot we needed. You certainly

couldn’t do that now!

Dyson: At the end of filming we still

retained ownership of the bikes so

we converted them to be a bit more

practical and raced them for a bit. Then

the recession hit and we sold Barton

Motors to Armstrong. Armstrong later

sold the whole project to Eric Buell

who carted the whole lot off to the

States. He eventually said the bikes

were a load of rubbish and decided to

go his own way and build his own thing.

Above: Beau Bridges starred as

Freeman’s rival Bruce McBride

Above: David Essex

wasn’t insured to

do the riding, but

that didn’t stop him

sneakily having a go

Marshall: It wasn’t a very good bike to

ride. It had to use a monocoque frame

to look futuristic and that didn’t help

handling-wise.

Dyson: The Silver Dream Racer

effectively doesn’t exist any longer.

There’s a mock-up made from a third

chassis which we never actually built

into a full bike. It was bought by a guy

called Trevor Radcliffe who later sold

it to a collector in Germany. But it’s

not a real Silver Dream Racer — it’s not

even a runner.

Marshall: People still come up to me

and say how much they enjoyed the

film. It’s one of the better bike racing

movies. I thought it was alright but I

haven’t seen it for years.

QGraham Dyson speaking to Stuart

Barker in 2005

Nick Freeman slings it up

the inside of Bruce

McBride for movie glory

Professional riders on closed road

Minimum 15% deposit and final repayment required

This bike is available at

4.9% APR
Representative over 37 months

Finance is subject to status and is only available to UK applicants aged 18 and over. This PCP fi nance offer is at a lower APR than we offered last year on PCP.
This fi nance offer is only available through Kawasaki Finance, which is a trading style of Black Horse Ltd, St William House, Tresillian Terrace, Cardiff CF10 5BH. Subject to availability. Finance is only available to applicants aged 18 and over. Offer ends 30 September 2015.
All brand new road machines are supplied with a two year warranty, Master Scheme Security, one year’s Kawasaki RAC Assist, one year’s Kawasaki Riders Club Membership and access to unique Kawasaki content via email and other communication channels.
Kawasaki Motors UK, a branch of Kawasaki Motors Europe N.V., 1 Dukes Meadow, Millboard Road, Bourne End, Bucks, SL8 5XF.

PERSONAL CONTRACT PURCHASE

For full details and other qualifying models, visit:

www.kawasaki-kalculator.co.uk
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Kawasaki Z1000SX Tourer £9849

With spacious panniers as standard, 

the 1043cc, 142bhp Kawasaki is ready 

for a two-up trip to Europe straight 

out of the crate

Suzuki GSX-S1000FA £9999

Housing a re-worked version of the 

long-applauded GSX-R1000 K5 engine, 

the GSX-S is based on Suzuki’s 999cc 

GSX-S1000 naked

KINGS OF NO  
Has the crown for top sporty all-rounder been stolen by Suzuki? Or does the   

The mission
The flexibility and value for 

money of Kawasaki’s Z1000SX 

all-rounder have been a winning 

combination, making it Kawasaki’s 

best-selling bike in the UK. But now 

serious competition has arrived 

in the shape of Suzuki’s new GSX-

S1000FA which has similarly flex-

ible qualities and is equally com-

petitively priced. Finding out our 

recommendation in this formerly 

unglamorous category is all of a 

sudden very important indeed.

The riders

Adam Child

Senior road tester

Age 38 Height 5ft 7in

CV Put 20,000 miles 

on an SX tourer in 2014

Bruce Dunn

Guest road tester

Age 49 Height 5ft 7in

CV Top-level 

national racer

SUZUKI GSX-S1000FA GROUP TEST
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A
fter owning one for a 
year, and covering close 
to 20,000 miles in the pro-
cess, I know Kawasaki’s 
Z1000SX tourer inside-out. 
It’s an excellent bike and a 

worthy bestseller; a sublime balance of 
practicality and fun.

On one hand you can ride two-up to 
the south of France and back with the 
standard fitment panniers fully loaded. 
On the other you can have a fun day out 
to the coast chasing your sportsbike 
mates – with 142bhp on tap from the 
1043cc motor it’s more than capable. 

The SX’s success hasn’t been lost on 
Suzuki, and the new-for-2015 GSX-
S1000FA is a concerted raid on the 
market Kawasaki has created. It’s a 
fully-faired version of their naked 
GSX-S1000, with both versions using 
the same modernised version of the 
storied GSX-R1000 K5 engine of 2005. 
They share the same chassis, too; fully-
adjustable Kayaba forks with preload 
and rebound adjustment on the rear. 
The FA runs a slightly different sportier 
set-up to the naked model, though, 
which also compensates for the extra 
weight of the bodywork. They both 
come with ABS and three-way traction 
control as standard.

With the price set at just under 
£10,000, the FA and SX appear on pa-
per then to have a very similar DNA – a 

COMPROMISE
   Kawasaki Z1000SX’s new rival get sweet FA?

By Adam Child

MCN SENIOR ROAD TESTER

Continued over
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double-helix comprising sportsbike
fun to feed the inner child and the
practicality to keep the adult body
from calling time.

Hanging together
It’s true that looks are subjective but
I’m yet to meet anyone who thinks the
new Suzuki is either good looking or
striking. In fact the vast majority of
people I’ve asked disliked the design.
It really lacks any wow factor or desir-
ability. Yes it has Brembo brakes and the 
four-into-one exhaust is neat, but it’s 
not going to turn your mates (least of 
all the Kawasaki-owning ones) green 
with envy. 

The SX is neater and sharper. The 
four-exit exhausts are a nice touch, too, 
adding a flare of Kawasaki nostalgia. 
Other pluses include the mirrors (not 
handlebar-mounted like the Suzuki), 
an adjustable screen which trumps the 
fixed Suzuki’s, and there’s a grab rail for 
the pillion and places to bolt on a tail-
pack. The panniers come as standard, 
too, colour-matched and aesthetically 
pleasing and all for less than the price 
of the Suzuki (just). 

Onboard, the clocks are neater on 
the Kawasaki, with one analogue rev 
counter and the rest in a neat digital 
display. The bars are tapered up from 
the top yoke and the top of the forks 

(and even the remote preload adjuster) 
are colour matched to the bike. In com-
parison, the Suzuki comes with huge 
Renthal bars and a bulky top clamp, 
reminiscent of a streetfighter special 
from the late 90s. The clocks are in-
formative, but all-digital and bland. 
Like the Kawasaki there are three levels 
of traction control but there aren’t any 
rider modes to restrict power like on 
the SX. But if it appears the Suzuki is 
already off to a bad start, it does come 
with ABS as standard whereas it’s an 
optional extra on the Kawasaki.

The hard miles
Last year 60% of my 20,000 SX-mount-
ed miles were on the motorway or dual 
carriageway, happily cruising between 
80-90mph, so as the FA is my long-term 
test bike this year it was a pressing 
matter to find out how it compared. 

The Suzuki is much livelier   

and nimble than the SX 

in the corners

Well, it doesn’t. The screen is too 
low and too small; it’s just not as ef-
fective as the adjustable screen on the 
Kawasaki. You’re sat more on the bike 
rather than in it, which means you’re 
much more prone to the effects of wind 
and weather on the Suzuki. 90mph-
plus cruising takes some holding onto, 
an irritation exacerbated by the less ef-
fective mirrors and slightly firmer ride. 

But I know the Kawasaki isn’t per-
fect; at 90mph it feels a little buzzy, the 
screen isn’t perfect and after a few hours 
in the saddle you have to start moving 

around to relieve that numb bum feel-
ing, looking forward to the fuel light
coming on so you can have a break.
Interestingly, both bikes delivered
very similar economy, with 42-43mpg 
during aggressive riding and around
50mpg when the riding became a little 
more restrained. The Kawasaki has a
larger fuel tank; 19 litres compared to 
17 on the Suzuki – around 20-30 miles 
extra before the fuel light came on,
depending on the riding. 

The Kawasaki isn’t a perfect tourer 
but despite its minor faults I’d still take 

‘Huge, wide bars 
make the GSX-S 
easier to throw 

around than the 
Kawasaki’

it over the new Suzuki if I planned on 
some serious mile-munching, es-
pecially if I was taking a pillion. The 
pillion seat on the Suzuki is much 
smaller, there’s no grab handles and 
your co-rider is perched much higher 
in the air – more like a sports bike from 
a few years ago, rather than a purpose-
built sports touring machine.

Time for fun
The other 40% of my time last year 
was spent having fun, even taking 
on a few track days on the SX, and it’s 

‘You’re much 
more prone to the 

eff ects of wind 
and weather on 

the Suzuki’

The Kawasaki has superior comfort and tank range when it comes to covering the miles
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The Kawasaki is trumped by the GSX-S1000FA in the suspension department

Once leaned over, it 

soon becomes obvious 

which of these bikes is 

the sportiest

Continued over

ABS-assisted four-piston Brembo brakes

Radial stoppers: more bite than GSX-S’s

Exhaust is anything but beautiful

It’s the firm’s first stab at an all-digital dash, but the epitome of bland and functional

Kawasaki’s mixture of analogue and digital is far easier to get your head round

Two exits on each side. Perfect symmetry

Spot the difference

GSX-S1000FA

Z1000SX

in this arena I’m hoping the FA will 
show an advantage. It does. Straight 
away the Suzuki feels livelier, more 
nimble; it wants to turn quicker and 
encourages you to have fun. On paper 
the Suzuki is lighter, and from the seat 
it certainly feels it. The huge wide bars 
make it easier to throw around than 
the Kawasaki, and the FA hits apexes 
with ease.

Once into the corner the suspen-
sion and chassis are more purposeful, 
too, maintaining better control of the 
bike, where the Kawasaki has a slight 

tendency to wallow mid-corner as 
the suspension tries to cope with the 
imperfections on the road. 

On the exit, the Suzuki sits on the 
rear shock, holds its line and drives out 
hard – the motor equally happy to chase 
revs as grunt it out in the midrange. 
The Kawasaki on the other hand will 
sit down a little more on the rear and 
drift wide slightly, making the Suzuki 
the tool for harassing sportsbike-riding 
mates on track. It just feels more natural 
to ride the Suzuki aggressively, knee 
brushing the Tarmac on the odd oc-

casion. (Don’t get too carried away – 
it’s not a GSX-R1000 and will protest 
eventually.)

Power and control 
When we look at the speed data, the 
Suzuki has the edge in the perfor-
mance stakes despite having slightly 
less capacity. While you need to work 
the Suzuki motor a litter harder to get 
those peaks, it seems to enjoy it and that 
makes the ride more fun when you’re 
in the mood for cracking on.
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KAWASAKI Z1000SX 

TOURER £ 9849

Engine: Liquid-cooled, 1043cc

(77x56mm) DOHC, 16v inline four

Power: 142bhp @10,000rpm

Torque: 81.87ftlb @7300rpm

Claimed kerb weight: 230kg

Fuel capacity 19 litres

Seat height 820mm

Rider assists: TC, rider modes

Contact: www.kawasaki.co.uk

THE ONLY WAY IS SX

VERDICT

In Kawasaki’s defence, the stand-
ard radial brakes are stronger than
the headline-grabbing Brembo ABS
items on the Suzuki. Our test data
proves this. But even without the
data the Kawasaki stoppers feel
stronger and sharper. Plus, the power
delivery and throttle response on the
Kawasaki is much smoother.

Both bikes come with three-way
traction control as standard, but
there are differences. The first is that 

The second is that the traction
control on the Kawasaki is a little
more refined, perhaps not surpris-
ing given that it’s derived from the
excellent ZX-10R, where it has to
work a lot harder.

It doesn’t kill the power aggres-
sively; it’s subtle, and you soon learn
to lean on it and trust it. The Suzuki
system is functional too, but it’s far
more abrupt and unrefined compared 
to the Kawasaki’s. 

‘The Kawasaki’s
power delivery is
much smoother’

SUZUKI GSX-S1000FA 

£9999

Engine: Liquid-cooled, 999cc

(73.9x59mm) DOHC, 16v inline four

Power: 143.5bhp @ 10,000rpm

Torque: 78.2ftlb @ 9500rpm

Claimed kerb weight: 210kg

Fuel capacity: 17 litres

Seat height: 810mm

Rider assists: TC, ABS standard

Contact: www.suzuki-gb-co.uk

The Z1000SX stops more quickly

and its throttle response on the

exit is much more progressive

When you drill

deeper, they’re

very different

bikes 

Kawasaki Suzuki

0-100mph 6.30sec 6.18sec

Standing quarter-mile 10.84sec @ 129mph 10.65sec @ 135mph

Third gear, 30-110mph 7.01sec 7.06sec

Sixth gear, 40-120mph 12.86sec 11.24sec

Braking, 70-0mph 49.36m 51.85m

0-603.08 3.12
sec sec

Kawasaki 

Top speed150.01 152.12
mph mph

Kawasaki Suzuki SuzukiSpeed data

once you’ve switched off the TC on the
Suzuki it stays off – which means you
don’t have to keep switching it off every 
time you start the engine. 

The Kawasaki feels more

sophisticated, has smoother

power, more refined TC and a

quality, user-friendly air about it.

The Suzuki is more aggressive,

arguably more fun and sportier.

But it does lack the practicality,

useability and quality of the

Kawasaki. Plus, the more we rode

it the more the more the tendency

of its throttle to surge became

apparent and annoying.

The GSX-S1000FA feels like a

sportsbike of a few years ago with

straight bars bolted on. It’s fun,

sporty, the motor loves revs and

it’s rewarding to thrash. Nothing

wrong with that.

But for all-round versatility the 

Kawasaki comes out on top. 
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THE GREAT 

SUMMER 
RIDE GUIDE

Unbelievable roads and destinations to escape to now

MCN HOLIDAY SPECIAL PART 2

L
ast week we revealed the 
finest roads in France and 
Luxembourg. This week it’s 
the turn of Italy, Spain and 
Switzerland – countries rich 
with great biking tarmac. 

Every road has been rid-
den and rated by biking travel writer 
Simon Weir, who spends his working 
week exploring and mapping the best 
routes in Europe and Britain. 

TRAVEL EXPERT
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SPAIN, ITALY &  
SWITZERLAND

Andalucia’s winding 

roads prove there’s more 

to southern Spain  

than package holidays



I
know, you’re trying to work out how
that road manages to wrap itself
round those hills, disappearing and
then reappearing so many times. I

could explain but it’s probably better
if I explain how you can get to ride it
and see for yourself.

The road is the CA531, the Puerto de
las Palomas in the Sierra de Grazalema,
about two hours west of Malaga in
Andalucia. This area of southern Spain
is packed full of amazing roads.

Andalucia may be a long way from
the UK but it is easy to ride there. You
don’t have to ride to Spain: you could
take a ferry to Santander. Easier still
is shipping your bike direct to Malaga
and then getting a budget airline flight
out. Or you can just take a cheap flight
and then hire a bike. That’s what I did
when I first discovered this road.

The fly-ride solution
Like many, I was a bit sceptical about
fly-ride trips, too. That scepticism

lasted precisely until I had the key for
a tidy BMW R1200GS Adventure in my
hand, courtesy of www.bmwmoto-
hire.com. A great bike, warm Spanish
sunshine and amazing roads waiting
to be discovered – what’s not to love?

There’s the A397 from Marbella to
Ronda, the A366 from Coin to Ronda,
the A2300 around Lake Zahara… “Have
you ridden the pass between Zahara
and Grazalema?” asked Mark of BMW
Motohire. “Oh, you’ve got to ride that.”

Which brings us back to the picture
again. It’s a fairly short road – barely 10
miles long – but has more corners than
all of Holland and one of the best roads

‘Hot weather,
smooth tarmac. The
only thing the roads
don’t have is traffic’

PUERTO DE LAS PALOMAS
There’s much more to Spain than the beach – roads like this for a start

Why go: Wall-to-wall corners and stunning views Time required: 10 days minimium if you ride there

YEE-HAA RATING

When to go: March to November

Where to stay: Ronda, Teba, 

Granada or Carboneras

How to get there: Budget flight  

to Malaga

How long: 4-9 days (10-21 days  

if riding out)

Budget: Spain is good value. 

Budget £70-£100 a day (plus 

flights and bike hire).

For bike-hire info, see www.

bmwmotohire.com

To ship your own bike to Malaga,

see www.flybikefly.com

Andalucian highs

WEEK OR LONGER
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S
potting a group of English bikes 
beside a café, I rolled to a stop.
Nods were exchanged. We got
chatting. I’d been off the ferry

for exactly one hour. These chaps had 
been in Northern Spain’s Picos de
Europa for a week. “It’s just fantas-
tic,” one rider said. “The best roads
I’ve ever ridden,” said another. “Just
a shame about the weather today… It’s 
been scorching all week.”

I won’t pretend that you’ll never see 
rain in the mountains of Spain’s north 
coast, even in summer – it is possible. 

PICOS DE EUROPA
Roll off the ferry, get straight onto amazing mountain roads

Why go: Northern Spain is a biking paradise Time required: 9-10 days

YEE-HAA RATING
When to go: May to October

(but July to September is

driest)

Where to stay: Potes,

Cangas de Onis, Luarca or

Ponferrada

How long: 9-10 days

between ferries

How to get there: Ferry to

Santander or Bilbao (see

www.brittany-ferries.com)

Budget: The pound buys

a lot in Northern Spain –

budget £70-£100 a day (plus

the ferry crossing)

Picos
perfection

A FERRY AWAY

RIAÑO

CANGAS
DE ONIS

RIBADESELLA

PANES

I’ve ridden – enhanced by the fact that 
(a) there are great cafes in the villages at 
either end and (b) all the roads around 
it are only slightly less brilliant. 

Great roads everywhere
That’s the real beauty of southern Spain. 
It isn’t the handful of roads already 
mentioned that are worth riding. From 
Carboneras on the east coast to Cadiz 
in the west, there are brilliant roads 
everywhere. I’d say about two-thirds 
of the roads are better than anything 
you’ll find within half a day’s ride of 
London – and the gems are better than 
anything in the UK. 

So for an unrivalled riding experi-
ence, you need to come to southern 
Spain. Fabulous weather, spectacular 
scenery, immaculate road surfaces 
and brilliant corners… the only thing 
they don’t have is traffic. It sounds 
too good to be true – but look at that 
picture again. It’s here, just waiting 
for you to ride it.

But most of the time it’s just perfect for 
riding bikes: dry, bright and sunny, hot 
without being too hot. Ideal for making 
the most of the grippy roads that twist 
over passes between grey-crowned 
peaks, through shady gorges and into 
fascinating small towns.

Northern Spain is close to paradise 
for the British biker. The pound goes a 
long way (three-course meal with wine 
for €10? Don’t mind if I do), which helps 
justify the cost of the ferry to Santander 
– though that works out about the same 
as riding across France and back. The 

difference being that 24 hours on the 
boat gets you into Spain for your whole 
trip… rather than wasting half of it on 
French motorways.

And once you’re in Spain every sec-
ond is precious. These roads have 
everything that’s great about the Alps 
– with half the traffic. It’s as if the 
secret hasn’t got out to the rest of  
Europe: you’ll bump into the occasional 
bunch of Brits but there are no crowds 
of Swiss GS riders. Maybe they heard it 
rains here? As long as that puts people 
off, it’ll stay perfect for us.

TEBA

RONDAGRAZALEMA

MARBELLA

MALAGA



You can be here within

hours of leaving the

UK, if you choose the

fly-bike option
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ROAD LAWS

SPAIN’S
It does sometimes rain in  

the Picos de Europa.  

Not today, though

Y
ou’ll hear the arguments in
bike clubs – which are better,
the Alps or Pyrenees? Some
favour the extreme nature of

high Alpine passes, with huge drops 
and stacks of demanding hairpins that
reward with epic views. Others cherish
the more laid-back Pyrenees – they’re
not so high, the roads are more flowing
but the views are just as good.

What I love most about the
Pyrenees – especially the Spanish side
– is the consistent quality of the riding.
There are so many brilliant roads here:
smooth, fresh tarmac, corners that feed
beautifully into each other, towns well
spaced out. You can ride for days on the
Spanish side of the Pyrenees without
ever finding a bad or a boring road. And
that’s exactly what a touring destina-
tion should deliver.

PYRENEES
The best biking’s on the Spanish side of the Pyrenees

Why go: There simply isn’t a bad road Time required: 10 days

YEE-HAA RATING

Pyrenean
prime

TWO WEEKS OFF

You can download GPX 

files for all the routes for 

free to your Garmin or 

BMW satnav at  

www.motorcycle 

news.com

Download 

the routes!

When to go: June to early 

November. September to mid-

October is best

Where to stay: Isaba, La Pobla de 

Segur or Ripoll

How long: 9-10 days between 

ferries

How to get there: Ferry to 

Santander or Bilbao (see www.

brittany-ferries.com)

Budget: The pound buys a lot in 

Northern Spain – budget £70-100 

a day (plus the ferry crossing)

1 
You must have the bike’s 

original registration 

documents with you. Take 

a colour copy as well – but 

if you’re stopped, the police 

will want to see the original

2 
If you wear glasses, you 

must have a spare pair 

with you

3 
You’ll be fined if you don’t 

have a GB sticker

4 
Flashing lights into a 

village indicate a 50kph 

zone. If you’re going faster 

when you pass them, the 

next set of lights will turn red

5 
Speed cameras are grey. 

There’s usually a sign 

SPAIN, ITALY &  
SWITZERLAND

RIPOLL

ISABA

LA POBLA 
DE SEGUR

FLOURDES

ANDORRA
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I
t took me a long time to get to the
Stelvio. Nearly 15 years, in fact. My
style of touring was more blunder-
ing around without a plan, like

a bee trapped in a greenhouse. And,
like so many of us, I kept meaning to
visit the famous Italian pass but things
like family life kept getting in the way.

Planning was the key. Getting serious
about European touring, fitting it in
between work and home, and setting
out with clear targets in mind for the
time available brought any European
destination within reach. And I pretty
quickly planned to ride the Stelvio.
After all, if I was only going to do one
big trip, it should be memorable –
and if there’s one thing Stelvio is, it’s
memorable.

It’s all about the corners
If this is the first you’ve seen of the
Stelvio, you’ve probably already
grasped why it’s a bit of a legend in

‘The Stelvio will
be one of the most
memorable roads

you’ll ever ride’

STELVIO PASS
This, ladies and gentlemen, is the big one

Why go: 75 hairpins in 30 miles Time required: 7-9 days

YEE-HAA RATING

bike-touring circles. From Bormio in 
the south to Prato allo Stelvio in the 
north, the SS38 runs for more or less 
30 miles over the 2757m Stelvio Pass. 
It’s Italy’s highest pass – the second 
highest in the Alps – but it’s not the 
elevation that makes it famous. It’s the 
corners. That 30 miles of road includes 
75 hairpins, 48 on the northern slope, 
with 14 packed into the two miles ap-
proaching the summit, as tight as the 
rungs of a ladder. 

It’s a demanding road. That many 
tight, steep hairpins tests your skill like 
no other. It’s easy to ride one hairpin 

tidily. Stringing a couple together isn’t
that hard. But 75? That’s tough. It’s
not masochism that draws riders to
the Stelvio, it’s the sense of achieve-
ment that conquering this monster of
a road delivers. Especially as there is
some beautifully flowing tarmac be-
tween those tight runs of hairpins. The
whole road is one hell of a ride – and
the scenery is spectacular.

How to ride it
On your first visit, Stelvio is best tack-
led from the north – from the Austrian
side, through Prato. The surface on the
lower slopes isn’t consistent: perfect
in places, rough in others. There are
plenty of hairpins to practise on before

Fancy a challenge? 

String 75 hairpins  

together with precision

When to go: Mid-June to October

(but September is best)

Where to stay: Bormio, Stelvio

or Resia

How long: 7-9 days (including

riding out there)

Budget: Not as cheap as Spain

but not as pricy as Switzerland.

Budget £90-120 a day

Super Stelvio

A WEEK AWAY

reaching the tight final run up to the 
summit – which is easier as a climb 
than a descent. 

The summit of the pass is always 
busy: there’s a cluster of shops selling 
souvenirs, cafes and sausage stands, 
as well as a couple of hotels. It’s worth 
climbing higher to the Tibet restau-
rant, which has the best views of 
the pass. 

The southern slope is more flowing 
and open, though no less challenging 
in places. It has its own steep run of 
hairpins, linking broad traverses of 
the gravelly slopes as it descends to 
Bormio. And when you get there, 
you know it was worth all the effort, 
all the planning it took to get there. 
The Stelvio will be one of the most 
memorable roads you’ll ever ride.

SPAIN, ITALY &  

SWITZERLAND

I

CH

A

BORMIO

DAVOS

ST MORITZ

MERANO

Gavia Pass

telvio Pass

Fluela pass

Julier Pass

TRENTO
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NEXT WEEK IN MCN: Part 3 
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PAGES OF

BRILLIANT
ROUTES

Amazing motorcycle ridesin France, Spain and beyondLow cost sho t b eaks
The perfect French tour
Ep c mountain passes
Riding high in the Swiss AlpsPlanning, packing and more

For more great

roads and routes

in Europe visit

www.RiDE.co.ukThe best roads in Great Britain

T
ake five riders to Innertkirchen
in Switzerland to ride the five-
pass loop and then ask them
which was the best pass. The

chances are you’ll get five different
answers. You see, the Grimsel, Furka,
Neufenen, St Gottard and Susten
passes are all – in their very different
ways – equally mind-blowingly good.
But when you put them all together
they create one epic ride.

It’s a relatively famous ride – on top
of which, many riders will come and 

SWISS ALPS
Europe’s fi nest passes form a superb fi gure-of-eight daytrip

Why go: The ultimate mountain ride Time required: 5-7 days

YEE-HAA RATING

D
ead ends aren’t always a waste
of time. In the case of the Colle
del Nivolet, which clambers up
into the Gran Paradiso moun-

tains outside Turin, time spent on this
road is time very well spent indeed.
Especially as there’s virtually no traf-
fic – after all, it is a dead end.

The pass links the Aosta Valley to
Turin, but the final 30 miles are un-
paved and now closed to traffic. The
miles leading up to it are fabulously
paved, unbelievably twisty and mind-
blowingly scenic. I’ve ridden a lot of
mountain roads but none prepared me 

COLLE DEL 
NIVOLET

The best road you’ve never heard of 

Why go: 30 miles of deserted corners Time required: 5-9 days

YEE-HAA RATING

Swiss banker
When to go: Mid-June to October.

August and September are best

Where to stay: Innertkirchen,

Meiringen or Andermatt

How long: 5-7 days (including 

riding out)

Budget: Switzerland is an

expensive destination: budget 

£100-140 a day

The Italian Job

7-DAY WONDER

WEEK OFF WORK

for the sheer magnificence of this road.
As it’s a dead end, it’s not a road you’ll

find by accident. I found it only after
watching The Italian Job and wonder-
ing where the bus crashed at the end.
It was here – on one of those hairpins
in the middle of the picture.

Getting here isn’t easy: it’s a few
days’ ride to Turin, but there are some
spectacular roads you can do along the
way. But none of them will compare to
the Colle del Nivolet – it really is in a
league of its own.

And the best bit of all is that you’ll 
have the road to yourself. 

When to go: June to October

(ideally September)

Where to stay: Ceresole Reale

or Curogne

How long: 5-9 days (including 

riding out)

Budget: £90-120 a day

This road to nowhere

proves it’s not always

about the destination

but the journey

Link up five of the Alps’

finest passes for a

day to remember

do two or three of the passes on their
way somewhere else. This does mean
there’s heavy traffic by Alpine stand-
ards, though it’s still far quieter than,
say, the A272 in the South of England.

But this passing trade does mean
there are plenty of decent cafes, mak-
ing this a supremely civilised route
with plenty of nice stops. This route,
though, is all about the riding than the
coffee drinking – and this is a single
day of mountain riding that is almost 
impossible to beat.

COLLE DEL

NIVOLET

TURIN

Colle del Nivolet

AOSTA

END OF THE ROAD

CUROGNE

VAL D’
ISERE

F

urka Pass

ten Pass

Neufenen Pass

Grimsel Pass

St Gotthard Pass

INNERTKIRCHEN

ANDERMATT

East Midlands Superbikes
Alfreton Road, Derby. DE21 4AF
enquiries@eastmidlandsuperbikes.co.uk

01332 296669
www.eastmidlandsuperbikes.co.uk

Finance and PCP deals available

OVER 100
BIKES IN
STOCK

NEW BIKES
Aprilia RSV4R APRC ABS ...............................£11999
Honda CB1100 ABS .........................................£7499
Honda CBR650FA ABS ....................................£5999
Honda CBR1000RR Repsol ABS ...................£10799
Honda NC750 SA ABS .....................................£4999
Honda NC750X ABS .........................................£5199
Honda NC750X ABS DCT ................................£5999
Kawasaki KLE650 FFF Versys ABS .................£5999
Kawasaki KLZ1000 BFF Versys ABS ..............£8799
Kawasaki Z1000 ABS GFF 142BHP ................£8699
Kawasaki Z800 BFF ABS .................................£6699
Kawasaki ZX10R 30th Anniversary ...............£11499
Kawasaki Z1000SX ABS ...................................£8799
Kawasaki ZZR1400 ABS ..................................£9699
Kawasaki ZZR1400 ABS 2014 .......................£10299
Suzuki DL1000 AL4 V-Strom ABS ...................£7499
Suzuki DL650 AL5 V-Strom ABS .....................£5499
Suzuki DL650 XT ABS ......................................£5799
Suzuki GSR750 AL5 ABS .................................£5699
Suzuki GSX-S1000 ABS ...................................£8699
Suzuki GSXR1000 L5 Moto GP ABS................£9999
Suzuki VZR1800 M1800BZ L5 Boss ...............£9999
Suzuki VZR1800R M1800R L5 .........................£9699
Yamaha MT07 Non-ABS ...................................£4899
Yamaha MT07 ABS ...........................................£5199
Yamaha MT09 ABS  ...........................................£6499

MT-07
ABS £5199

Non-ABS £4899

V-STROM 650
XT £5799

Standard £5499

GSR750

ONLY £5499
GSXS1000

ONLY £8699

NEW NEW NEW NEW
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Our man rolls out of the 

Silverstone garage to 

do battle with modern 

sportsbikes
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It’s taken Peter Williams over four decades to build a replica of his 
radical TT-winning monocoque Norton – but it’s been worth the wait

YEARS LATER… 

WORLD FIRST TEST 42

V
isionaries do things differ-
ently. They care little for
conventional wisdom and
constantly kick against the
status quo. Peter Williams is
one such visionary. Always
has been, always will be.

The motorcycle engineering legend
and champion rider of the 1960s and
1970s has now seen his way to creat-
ing replicas of the JPN Monocoque
Commando he took to victory in the
1973 Isle of Man F750 TT. There will be
no more than 25 made, the first three
have been built, a further two ordered,
and if you want one you’ll need £74,000

plus VAT. Only four originals and one
prototype were built back in the 1970s.

There’s no mistaking this is a very
special machine. Its significance extends
far beyond that epic and heroic TT vic-
tory in ’73. It might be more than four
decades old in its design yet it was the
forerunner of many of the things we take
for granted in modern motorcycling.

Its monocoque chassis was a portent
of the modern dual beam frame. Its cast
wheels were a Williams innovation that
would eventually become the standard.
Disc brakes all round? Williams was
ahead of the curve yet again. Mass cen-
tralisation and the reduction in frontal
area, and the improved aerodynamics
it allowed, were other obsessions, long
before they joined the mainstream.

Williams has long harboured the idea 
of producing a modern monocoque 
road bike and the JPN Replica project 
was conceived to feed into this vision. 
“Working with the team brought fresh 
ideas and a different perspective on how 
to make the whole project a reality,” says 
Williams. Hooking up with Greg Taylor 
of motorycle engineering and develop-
ment specialists GTME and Mark Wells 
of bike design consultants Xenophya in 
2012, Williams originally aimed to have 
a bike ready for the 40th anniversary of 
his TT win but in the drive to get things 
absolutely right, the first bike was only 
ready in the spring of this year.

“The JPN Replica is of equal elegance 
and efficient function to the original 

MCN CONTRIBUTOR

Williams piloted the 

original JPN Commando 

to victory in the 1973 

Formula 750 TT

Continued over
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WALKING AROUND A LEGEND

Bodywork
Williams lowered and re-

duced the frontal area com-

pared to race bikes of the

day. The sleek bodywork is

designed for optimum aero-

dynamics. Owners of the

original machines, includ-

ing the National Motorcycle

Museum, gave access to

their bikes so the panels

could be scanned and

reproduced. The air intake

to the modern oil cooler on

the front cowl is improved

aerodynamically.

Disc brakes
Williams was key in the refinement and

wider adoption of discs on motorcycles.

Front discs are cast iron Norvils, semi-

floating on aluminium carriers. The

rear is now, as then, a machined-down

Triumph Herald front disc. Calipers are

historically accurate AP Racing units.

Mass centralisation
Decades before mass centralisation

became a bike manufacturing obsession, 

Williams was pulling the heavy parts of

bikes as close together as possible. His

weight obsession extended to lighter front 

ends, lowering the mass pivoting around

the headstock. This bike weighs 148kg.

monocoque. Off the back of this I will 
be able to realise my long-held dream 
to produce a monocoque road bike for 
the 21st century,” says Williams. And if 
he can realise this project, you can bet 
a road machine will happen. 

Greg Taylor and GTME employee and 
Peter Williams Motorcycles bike builder 
Gavin Tappenden brought the bike to 
Silverstone to give MCN a closer look 
and a first ride on the new JPN Replica.

The ride
Back in 2012 Peter Williams made me 
a promise. Or rather he succumbed to 
a cheeky request made over dinner. 
Judging our chat convivial enough and 
guessing he’d had just about enough ale 
to say yes, I asked if I might be among 
the first to ride the new JPN replica. “If 
we manage to build it, your name will 
be at the top of the list,” said Williams, 
flashing that familiar grin.

Three years on and I’m lining up 
in the pitlane at Silverstone, filled 
with excitement, anticipation and a 
good dose of nerves, questioning the 
wisdom of my temerity in posing the 
original question. There are two things 
I should never have doubted: that Peter 
Williams would see the recreation 
of the JPN through to its conclusion; 
and that being a gentleman of the old 
school, he would be true to his word.

The angry bark from the barely 
silenced black exhaust cans abruptly 

stops. I’ve stalled it – in pitlane. I look 
back down the line to our garage in 
vain. Greg and Gavin are miles away. 
A helpful spectator recognises my 
predicament and gives me a push 
start. Seconds later we’re on track, 
slipping the clutch to overcome the tall 
TT gearing, the same final drive ratio 
as the original 1973 race winner, then 
snicking second on the right-side road 
pattern gearshift. Steeply inclined clip-
on bars and a narrow but deep fairing 
force me into the Williams’ compact 
and tidy in-the-bike riding position.

In deference to the not yet run-in 
engine, I keep the Krober tacho’s needle 
around 5000rpm. Doesn’t sound like a 
lot but the long stroke of the Commando 
engine makes it a torquey beast and the 
Williams-designed PW3 camshaft en-
hances the classic Brit twin’s delivery.

The unfamiliar ergonomics and need 
to respect the fresh engine mean there’s 
a lot to concentrate on, even ignoring 
just how precious number three of the 
25 bike run is. What stands out is how 
quickly and easily the bike steers. So 
effortless in fact that even after being 
swamped by modern sportsbikes on 
the trackday session I’m able to hang 
with them far longer than anticipated 
in the corners. Williams knew what 
he was doing.

I make a mental note to take Williams 
out for dinner again soon to see when 
I can have another go.

GTME’s Greg Taylor (left) had more than a hand in bringing the bike to life Angle of clip-ons is as extreme as it looks. The epitome of purposeful Alloy-topped, Mk1, 33mm Amal concentric carbs

Riding position 

is compact and 

definitely more ‘in ‘ 

than ‘on’ the bike
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Always looking forward, the

JPN Replica project is very

much a means to an end for

Williams. “We will reinvest

the profits from the Replicas

into the Real Monocoque; our

modern road machine,” he

says. “But until we have the

money in the bank it’s hard

to progress beyond an idea,

although we did trial an electric

version at the TT in 2010.”

The modern road-going

Monocoque will have a blade-

type frame with headstock at

one end and swingarm pivot

at the other, and will get its

rigidity from a shell mounted

on each side. This could be

made of a composite like

carbon-fibre or any number

of metals. The idea is to

make a rigid but light chassis

that offers easy access for

maintenance.

Williams came up with the

idea while working for Lotus in

the 1990s and has kept up the

crippling patent payments ever

since. Now it’s payback time.

“I will soon be in face-to-face

discussion with OEM suppliers

to source a suitable engine,”

says Williams. “Once we’ve

settled on an engine and we

have the capital, the modern

monocoque will become a

reality. Greg and the team have

already shown what they’re

capable of.”

Follow Williams’ exploits

at peterwilliamsmotorcycles.

com and on Facebook: ‘Peter

Williams Motorcycles’.

‘Once we’ve 
settled on an en-
gine, the modern 
monocoque will 
become a reality’

Monocoque frame
The stainless steel chassis gives the 

bike its ‘monocoque’ name. It places 

two hollow sections either side of 

the engine. These sections are the 

main fuel tank on the JPN. The new 

replicas follow the layout of the 1973 

bikes. Each original frame took 

12 man-weeks to construct.

Auxiliary fuel tanks
Alumiunium ‘pannier’ side-pods 

on the monocoque chassis carry 

additional fuel. This is one depar-

ture from the original 1973 machine, 

whose pods were stainless and vul-

nerable to crack, once famously side-

lining Williams at the Ontario 200. 

Suspension
The magnesium sliders have been 

remade to dimensions taken from 

the original machine. One upgrade 

the replica has is Lansdowne 

Engineering dampers, offering com-

pression and rebound adjustment. 

Shocks are IKON, the nickel-plated 

swingarm is by Harris Performance.

Engine
Northampton-based Norton specialist 

Mick Hemmings built the engines incor-

porating a one-piece crank, big-valve 

cylinder head and PW3 camshaft. It 

makes around 70bhp. Isolastic rubber 

mounts isolate rider and chassis from 

parallel twin vibration.

Clutch and gearbox
Five-speed close ratio unit with right-side 

shift (one down, four up). The primary 

transmission is driven from the engine by 

triplex chain. Dry diaphragm clutch uses 

AJS Stormer parts in a Williams-designed 

drum/basket and runs in an outrigger bear-

ing to prevent it flexing the gearbox shaft.

Cast wheels
Williams was mocked when he debuted 

cast wheels on his 1968 Arter Matchless. 

“I called that bike ‘Wagon Wheels’. It’d 

never let me fall off,” he says. These mag 

wheels are made by Creasey Castings in 

Kent, successors to Kent Aerospace Cast-

ings, the firm that made the originals.

What’s 
next for 
williams?

Beauty of the wrap-around monocoque chassis is clear from behind Floating cast iron Norvil discs on aluminium hangers; AP Racing calipersCommando motor incorporates Williams’ own ‘PW3’ camshaft
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CK FROM TH
From the edge of disaster to stealing the show in Switzerland in front 

of half a million people – and that’s thanks in part to MCN readers

SAVING THE IMPS

Donations from MCN readers have helped buy the Imps a new fleet of bikes With lights, safety checks and pyrotechnics the Imps show is complex The mini pyramid is where the youngest Imps learn their trade
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Continued over

By Charlie Lester

MCN CONTRIBUTOR

T
here’s a roar of surprise and 
delight as four tiny children 
on mini-bikes parade into
the imposing arena, weaving 
and waving. The band kicks 
up a gear as the arena floods 

with motorbikes bearing expertly bal-
anced formations. A gasp tears from
8000 throats as the young riders race 
backwards across each other’s paths, 
missing a collision by inches. The
talented kids hold the audience rapt,
shouting with admiration at their skill 
and timing, screaming with laughter 
at a cheeky sidecar rider with a water 
pistol, cheering wildly as a 16-man
pyramid holds aloft a Swiss flag. They 
exit to deafening applause.

The arena is rammed for the Basel
Tattoo, a spectacular Swiss show with 
a military background that showcases
world-class musical and artistic talent.
As well as the packed stands of people
paying up to £106 for a ticket, it’s broad-
cast on primetime Swiss television. This
is the first year that any motorcycle act
has been involved among the award-
winning international acts. And the
Imps, a charity-funded bike team of
5-17 year-old kids from East London,
have stolen the show.

It’s a world away from the last time
we saw the team. Just three months ago
the volunteer-run charity, that teaches
motorbike and life skills to disadvan-
taged children, was desperately trying
to raise money to replace their ailing,
ageing fleet of machines. And with
just days to spare before show season
began, they reached their fundraising
target – thanks in no small part to the
incredible support of MCN readers.
You responded to our coverage of the
Imps’ plight with donations totalling
over £10,000.

While the kids prepare for the even-
ing show, Imps founder Roy Pratt
proudly displays the gleaming rows
of new 250cc Pulse Adrenalines. “That
£10,000 paid for a third of our new
fleet. Without it we wouldn’t be here.
This is the international stage, one of
the biggest, most prestigious events of
its kind, which gets a standing ovation
every performance. Most of the kids
wouldn’t get the opportunity to do
anything like this, travelling abroad
and entertaining half a million people
– the support really is life-changing.”

Team Captain Jordan Beckers, 17,
agrees fervently as he hands out bottled
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HE BRINK
water. “These are the best shows we do, 
working and chatting with amazing 
people from all over the world. Riding 
out, seeing the cameras flash and hear-
ing thousands of people cheering… it 
means everything that we can be here.”

But this is no holiday for the hard-
working team. This is the middle of a 
professional 15-show run. The Imps’ 
gruelling schedule starts at 8am and 
includes one or two dynamic perfor-
mances every day in temperatures up 
to 36°c, wearing heavy flame-retardant 
uniforms over armoured leathers. They 
don’t arrive back at their hotel until 
gone 1am. Occupying the neighbour-
ing dressing room are the Band of the 
Household Cavalry, who play high-
calibre events including the Queen’s 
Birthday Parade. Corporal of Horse 
Matthew Screen cracks jokes with the 
playing kids. 

Imps’ skilful (and cute) antics won the hearts of Swiss crowds Over half a million people saw the Imps’ Basel performance

“We love ’em. They’re real characters, 
well-mannered, and they interact bril-
liantly with everyone. What stands out 
most is that they don’t stand out among 
adult military and competition teams. 
They do the same dress rehearsals as 
everyone, up to 16 hours a day in this 
heat, and though they’re the youngest 
by far their discipline is just as good! 
They’re a real credit to themselves.”

A crowd of young Imps are hanging 
out by their bikes, which due to a lack 
of backstage space are parked in the 
street outside. But before I can reach 
them, a fan beats me to it. Introducing 
himself as Jürg Humbel, local resident 
and long-standing Tattoo attendee, he 
seizes each Imp’s hand enthusiastically, 
asking their ages and gasping at the 
single-digit answers. “Sensational!” 
he declares. “I watch every year; it’s 
your first time and you stole the show!” 
He’s not a motorcyclist, making a sour 
face when asked if he likes bikes: “But 
I think you lot could convince me!”

Despite the praise the youngsters 

‘A gasp tears from 
8000 throats as 
the young riders 
race backwards 

across each 
other’s paths’



www.motorcyclenews.com

32 August 5   2015 IMPS SAVED

The Imps have a phenomenal

cameo. A siren sounds and an

Imp speeds through the arena,

chased by a real local policeman

on his liveried BMW F800GS. But

when the siren sounds again it’s

the Imp riding the huge GS, the

policeman in hot pursuit on the

mini-bike.

Imp Joe Dennis, 10, says of his

show-stealing performance: “I

only practised on the GS twice.

I can’t reach anything so they

put it into gear for me, then I hop

up one side. Big bikes are so

exciting and I’m definitely getting

one when I’m older!”

You’d think the potential for

accidents was high. And it was:

in an earlier performance a rider

pulled an accidental wheelie and

crashed, breaking his collarbone.

It just happened to be the

policeman on the mini-bike!

Show stolen –
police in pursuit

remain professional and modest for 
their fans, yet eagerly crowd round 
me with messages for everyone who’s 
supported them.

“I want to shake the hand of everyone 
who helped us!”

“Switzerland is awesome, we’ve 
never been before. We’re meeting great 
people and having fun. One of the Swiss 
band guys let me try out the drums!”

“If I was at home I’d be watching TV 
or sitting around causing trouble…”

“We just want to say thank you! I 
hope people will see us and change
their minds about bikes.”

An ominous mechanical splutter jars 
the sunlit street. Roy looks on wor-
riedly as the older Imps work valiantly 
on repairs, the bike essential for the
finale in which it jumps a car and one 
of the youngest kids. “We still use some 
older machines,” he says. “We do what 
we can through good maintenance,
and we hope the new bikes will last a
good five years. But we’re still looking 
for major sponsors so we don’t have
to constantly struggle for donations.
We’ve helped so many children, and I 
want to make sure the Imps continue 
for many years to come.” 

As the evening show looms the Imps 
get a steady stream of visitors from
other teams, wishing them good luck. 
Pretty Irish dancers melt at the sight
of the tiny bikes and tell them to ride
safe while firemen swap helmets with 
grinning kids, giving out Swiss choco-
late and high-fives. But as music floods 
from the arena, the team adjust their
uniforms and smartly take their places, 
the mischievous devils transformed
into professional Imps.

Roy is right there amongst them,
wiping faces, inspecting belt-buckles, 
voice gruff and eyes twinkling. “This 
bunch of kids who might be kicking
their heels on street corners or stealing 
bikes, they’re here proving a positive 
example of what motorcycles can ac-
complish. Not just entertaining to a
world-class level, not just training
superb riding skills, but teaching these 
little Imps to be responsible, confident 
and skilled people, citizens of the world. 
That’s what motorbikes mean to us.”
Q Want to see the talented kids in ac-
tion? The Imps’ next UK appearance is 
at the Denbigh show, August 20
For more information on upcoming
performances go to www.impsonline.
com/shows 

Fans young and old all wanted to meet the talented Imps Imps spilled out onto the streets waiting to go on stageOlder Imps help keep the hardworking fleet running

Imp Joe Dennis and his police-spec GS

‘The team smartly 
take their places, 
the mischievous 

devils transformed 
into professional 

Imps’

Roy Pratt: ‘We don’t 

tell the kids to smile – 

that’s an expression of 

what they get out of it’
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Your letters Email mcn.letters@motorcyclenews.com

Write MCN Letters, Media House, Lynchwood, Peterborough PE2 6EA

Are police serious
about bike theft?

Latest crackdown on thieving
scum smacks of a PR stunt

LETTER OF THE WEEK
Have rising crime figures 

prompted the Met Police’s 

PR department to cook 

this campaign up?

Met Police have teamed up with Datatag

Geoffrey F, email

The resolute words emanating from the Met Police, 

expressed in your pages as a 'blitz on bike crime' 

and 'crime clampdown' (MCN, July 22), strike me 

as carrying a hint of irony, given that, not so long 

ago, your pages carried the disturbing news that the 

Metropolitan Police were closing the Bike Crime Unit. 

I was uncomprehending then, I'm dubious now, as 

to whether this initiative is anything more than a PR 

posture in the light of rising crime figures. Hopefully, 

something more pro-active than advisory notices 

about security precautions will follow. Though 

I'm not expecting an admission any time soon that 

closing down the Bike Crime Unit was a mistake.

MCN STAR LETTER
If you’re looking to insure a bike, visit 

MCNcompare.com and you can quickly 

compare prices from 43 top motorcycle 

insurance brands. The writer of the 

best letter each week published in the 

Letters pages will receive a free retro-

design MCN T-shirt courtesy of the 

MCNcompare.com website.

Go the extra miles

@ I have a solution to the problem
of worrying about my tank range

as discussed by Andy Calton (MCN
Garage, July 15). A few years ago, I
booked 10 track days in France and
Spain. Before leaving, I was a little
concerned about the distance I could
achieve on my 2008 Fireblade between
stops as I would be riding the full length
of the two countries. I seem to remem-
ber that the Blade would travel around
120 miles before the fuel light would
illuminate and I would often ride a
further 10 miles or so before the next
fuel stop but always a little nervous
that I may run out. For my trip, I need-
ed to know for sure what the distance
potential was. The solution I came up
with was to fill a five-litre fuel can and
place it securely into the pannier I was
using for the trip and ride until the bike
ran out of fuel. I was surprised that the
bike would take me over 170 miles
before running dry.
Jason Howard, email

Oi, leave my lovely VFR alone
A few months ago I bought a brand 
new 2015 Honda VFR 1200F DCT. 

I have found it to be a superb bike and 
wonder if the writer of your hidden
gems article (MCN, July 22) had ridden 
the same bike? Let us be clear here, it 
is not a sportsbike and it is not a tour-
er, so as a sports tourer it seems unfair 
to berate it for lacking the character-
istics of a sportsbike and then to switch 
and lambaste it for lacking the qualities 

of a tourer. It is designed to fulfil both
roles, which it does with aplomb. I ride
almost every day and its ability to
provide an easy, comfortable commute
with enough storage for all my kit and
then at the flick of a wrist to become a
very fast bike shows its versatility.
Tim Edge, email

What's in a frame?

@ Regarding the letters about the
new Ariel. Many years ago I was 

stopped for speeding coming back from 

Mallory Park on my Tribsa. When fill-
ing in the speeding ticket the police 
officer looked at the tax disc, and be-
cause it said BSA, he told me that de-
cided the make of the bike, regardless 
of the engine type. So does the frame 
type still determine the make of bike?
Bob Davies, email

Park life at its best
What a superb article on Aberdare 
Park, a long-needed endorsement 

of the Aberaman club, its supporters 
and also the local council who maintain 
the park in an excellent condition. 

Is this the best race in Britain?

Rupert Paul has fully captured the es-
sence and emotion associated with this 
event. I especially enjoyed the photo 
of Bill Swallow who still has the pace 
to match modern machinery on his 
basic-looking but reliable Velocette-
powered machine. It is probably not 
well known that the 1955 meeting was 
the first live broadcast of a motorcycle 
race in Britain!
David Thomas, Swansea

Early bird catches the ferry
In reply to Gareth Mayfield’s let-
ter (MCN, July 1) concerning his 

frustration with the TT ferries. The 
answer is: get in early. We normally go 
for practice and race weeks. Our first 
job on arrival on the Island is to book 
the following year’s ferry. This year 
we decided to miss the TT and do the 
Manx instead, so on the Monday morn-
ing that the 2016 bookings opened, at 
8.30am, I was sat at the computer 
pounding keys. At 10.30am I managed 
to secure the evening sailing for May 
28. Remember it is only a small place 
and the population probably doubles 
during the TT. The infrastructure can 
only accommodate so many visitors, 
so it has to be first come, first served. 
Nigel Mee, email

Bikers are a sober lot

@ Having just been to Assen TT via 
the Hook of Holland, yet again, 

on leaving the port, all bikers were 
rounded up by the police for the oblig-
atory breathalyser test. Cars sailed past 
us (as did vans, lorries and grinning 
cyclists) and not one of these was 
stopped for testing. The same thing 
happened last year at the port of 
Imujden and the year before at 
Rotterdam, also again on the main 
route 25 miles out of Assen. The Dutch 
police seem to think bikers incapable 
of sobriety. This time we even had 
cameras and reporters there to film 
the event like a massive PR stunt (ie, 
“Aren’t we vigilant in protecting our 
women and children from these drunk-
en invaders?”) On each occasion of this 
blatant discrimation not once did we 
see anyone fail the test.
Ian and Debby, Milton Keynes

READER POLL

Now the new Africa Twin is here, 

which adventure bike would you buy?

5% 

ill the king

The nutty KT

Adventure is th

heading to 

nda dealer 

 Africa Twi
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Adrian Moore and Alan Forsyth on roads made for Ducati Multistradas, whatever their vintage

In Vegas for the recent Conor McGregor fight. David Cusdin

Frankie on her grandad’s MV Agusta F4RR. Steve Burrows

Off to BMW’s Garmisch bash. Snowless Innsbruck. Geoff Smith

Benny from Broughty Ferry enjoying MCN at the British OpenMy nine-month-old daughter Isla loves the ER-6. Matty Jackson

Damian Shields at Chobe National Park in Botswana
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Riding in the rain is 
good for your health

I was scared of the red 

exercise book. The confusing 

conundrums, fractions and 

complicated equations within 

promised only failure and self-

loathing.

The yellow cover of the 

English exercise book or green 

of geography seems so much 

less intimidating, welcoming 

even. Of course, the favourite 

subjects and the ones enjoyed 

the most, always got worked on 

first and the most. The subject I 

needed to actually invest some 

time in got left to the end – or 

beyond the end. It may have 

been 20 years ago (okay, 30), but 

that memory still burns bright. 

We, as human beings tend to 

put off or disregard altogether 

things we know we need to 

work on but would rather not.

Of course a few special people 

love maths, like a few special 

people actually enjoy 

riding in the rain. But 

most normal (ish) 

people would rather 

explore limits of man 

and machine in the dry.

At a trackday 

recently, I noticed 

spots of rain 

on my visor. 

Immediately 

riders 

who had 

overtaken 

me moments before in the dry, 

seemed to be riding through 

treacle. A couple of laps later 

and nearly everybody else 

had headed for the pits and 

cover. I hadn’t really noticed the 

rain and was enjoying simply 

trying to ride smoothly. Braking 

sparingly and using engine 

braking instead and feeding in 

the power very gently.

We may not like it, but riding 

in the rain can vastly improve 

judgement.

Senior Road Tester 

Michael Neeves won a race at 

Rockingham last weekend as 

the heavens opened. He was 

not the fastest rider in that 

race. Far from it, but he made 

the right tyre choice and rode 

fast enough to beat those who 

crashed or who failed to master 

the conditions as well as he did.

Controlling a motorcycle in 

situations of reduced traction 

forces us to ride smoothly and 

with careful input in all areas. 

This should help us ride 

faster/better when the roads 

dry up. 

The same principles of 

smooth throttle control 

and progressive 

braking when applied 

in everyday road 

riding, should result in  

seriously ‘progressive’ 

riding.
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Every week, MCN 

prints the best 

pictures sent in by 

readers or website 

users. You can 

post your pictures 

onto our Facebook 

page or email them 

to mcn.letters@

motorcyclenews.com

We want the full 

array of weird and 

wonderful images 

that reflect your 

biking life. As you 

can see here, we are 

happy to celebrate 

the lighter things from 

the world of biking.

YOUR 
PICTURES
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Perfect your timing
Dealers have monthly, quarterly, half-yearly and annual sales

targets to meet. They will always be more amenable to doing

a deal on dates when these deadlines are getting close. Make it absolutely

clear that you are willing to buy, but not yet committed.

� Do: Say: “If I wanted to take this bike within the next 24 hours, what 

would your price be?”

� Don’t: Ask: “What’s the best price you can offer me?”

Play it cool
Jumping on a bike, all starry-eyed and making “brrm! brrm!”

noises just tells a dealer that you are a sure-fire sale, and he

can set just about any price he likes in the knowledge that you’ll still buy it.

� Do: Make it look like you’re uncommitted. You’ve got the money (or

credit) and you fancy a bike, but what he’s got might not be the one for you.

� Don’t: Say you’ve seen one cheaper at another dealer. Every dealer has 

heard this a hundred times.

Get the paperwork in order
Before you look at the bike, look at the registration document

(V5). It tells you the make, model, reg, date of first registration,

colour, details of the registered keeper, engine number, chassis number,

and number of former keepers. It should tally with what you’re looking at.

� Do: Check the engine and chassis numbers against the V5 before you do 

anything else. And check they’ve not been tampered with.

� Don’t: Buy a bike without the registration document. Ever.

2 3 4

MCN’s buying expert Neil Murray picks up bargain bikes for a living and gives you his secrets for free

ways to get a cracking
deal on your next bike9

Prepare
for faults
Work on the basis

that every single used bike

for sale privately will have at

least one fault that the seller

either does not know about, has

tried to conceal, or is hoping

you won’t see. Expect half a

dozen issues in anything over

five years old, unless it has a

cast-iron dealer service history.

Your task is to find them and use 

them to chip down the price.

� Do: Arrive at a seller’s

place half an hour early. Quite

frequently you’ll surprise him

trying to fix a broken indicator

or starting a recalcitrant bike

with jump leads.

� Don’t: Start offering a

lower price before you’ve

examined the bike. It’s rude, 

and it annoys people.

1

SORTED

NEXT

WEEK
14 biking uses

for household 

objects

���



Brim your bike’s tank with high-

octane fuel prior to laying it up

#MCNwednesday
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Pile up your wad
For private sales, the sight of crisp notes can

swing it. Keep your main wad in one pocket and a

reserve stash in another. You can haggle on the first wad. If

you say: “We can do a deal now, but this really is all I have,”

the seller will probably waver. If they refuse and you’re still 

keen, smile ruefully and dip into your reserve.

� Do: Make a low offer to begin with, backed by cash.

� Don’t: Go empty-handed. If you say you’ll return with the

dosh, someone may jump in with a better offer.

Consider extras, not discount
If a dealer is not budging much on the price, try

asking for a new helmet, some accessories, or

clothing to be thrown in with the deal. The margin on these

is much higher than on bikes (often 100%), and so a jacket

that retails at £100 has only cost the dealer £50, and so for

him, is a decent thing to bargain with.

� Do: Keep bargaining tools like this for the last minute.

� Don’t: Ask for an unreasonable amount of kit to be 

thrown in. Negotiation is a two-way street.

Trust your senses
Even the most gentlemanly sellers can lose their

scruples when selling used bikes. Do not take

anything at face value; always check. “Oh, that misfire?

Happened after I washed it. It’ll be OK….” Yeah, right.

� Do: HPI check any bike that’s younger than, say, 10 years, 

to see if it’s been crashed, is still on finance, or has been

stolen and recovered and repaired.

� Don’t: Ignore your inner voices. If you aren’t entirely 

happy with what you see, walk away.

‘Fuel problems
could cost you 
hundreds’

PLANET
MECHANIC

7 8 9

Inspect it
thoroughly
On private sales,

work from the front of the bike.

Check: front tyre, pad wear, disc

wear, fork seals for leaks, wheel

bearings for play, head races for

notches, levers and bar ends for

scuffs, switchgear for correct

operation of all electrics, engine

gasket surfaces, rad and coolant

pipes for sign of leaks, condition

and level of coolant, oil for

level and colour, rear shock for

damping, rear wheel bearings,

tyre and brake checks as per front,

squeaking from shock linkages,

and play at the swingarm. Look for

damage underneath and for rot on

the undersides of exhausts.

� Do: Tot up what it costs to fix/

replace all you’ve spotted. Invite

the seller to re-think the price.

� Don’t: Invent faults.

5

Negotiate the 
terms
If you are buying a

bike using finance, remember that

the first finance rate the dealer

gives you will certainly not be the

best one available. Dealers earn

commission on finance just like

they do on the motorcycle. You’re

quite within your rights to haggle

with them on the interest rate, just

like you can on anything else. Point

out that this is a time of historically

low interest rates, and you can

almost certainly get a better deal

from a bank.

� Do: Remember that finance is

sold as ‘flat rate’, and the true APR

is roughly double the rate you’re

being quoted.

� Don’t: Put accessories and

clothing on finance – however

tempting it might be, it’s a very

expensive way to buy things.

6

‘Ethanol-rich
modern fuel
doesn’t help’

Nik Spreng is

a technician at

Ford and Ellis

in Chesham,

Bucks with

14 years

experience

working on

Suzukis

“80% of the problems we see

are fuel-related and today’s

ethanol-rich concoctions

don’t help. The volatile fuel

components soon evaporate,

leaving a varnish-like residue.

A problem when owners only

get out at weekends.

“Carbed bikes are relatively 

simple to sort once you’ve

stripped them down. You

can place the components in

an ultrasonic bath and blow

out the passageways with

compressed air.

“If you are going to lay

up your bike for more than

a week or two, brim it with

branded, high-octane fuel and

a branded fuel stabiliser. We 

use Motorex System Guard,

which goes through the fuel

injection system and cleans

out the injectors as well.

“Before you lay it up make

sure you’ve run it for 30-

40 minutes. The problem

might not be the injectors,

but the fuel pump. I worked

on a Busa that had been idle

for four years and the whole

fuel system was shot. We got

aftermarket injectors, but

the fuel lines and pump were

Suzuki; they cost about £450.

“You can drain the tank and

run the bike dry, but you’ll risk

corrosion in the tank from

condensation in a cold garage.

I open the fuel cap and spray

WD40 liberally inside. If you

don’t and there’s enough rust

it will wreck your fuel pump.”
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“I
started my own business in
1992 but it was the arrival of
the Suzuki SV650 in 1999 that

really made my name. I bought one
that year and it is hard to understate
just what a revelation it was. Previ-
ous to the SV, the only V-twin you
could get was the Honda Bros, which
was pretty terrible, or an expensive
Ducati. The SV650 arrived and it was
cheap, reliable, and brilliant. It was the
workingman’s Ducati and I instantly
saw its potential for tuning.

“We developed a big-bore kit for the
SV and sales went mad. For the next two
years we were doing four big-bores a
week; I used to get pistons direct from
Wiseco in America by the crate load.
Dynojet in America, before they had
a UK importer, developed us a special
carb jet kit and BMC sold us air filters
in bundles. It was mad and led to us 

starting to get involved with the TLs.
“When they were launched, both the

TL models got some really bad press,
which killed sales, but by 2000 they
were starting to appear on the used
market and were really cheap. The
TLs were a bargain and easy to make
better, which is what we started to
do. The TL enjoyed a popularity in the
used market that it never had as a new
bike. But by 2003 the TL was looking
pretty long in the tooth and that’s when 

JHS Racing’s James Holland is the UK’s foremost expert when it comes to Suzuki’s V-twins

KEY DESIGN FEATURE
The SV1000S engine is based around

the TL1000 lump but it’s tuned for

less performance and more mid-

range, with milder cams and smaller

inlet valves in a modified head, an

altered combustion chamber and

a single injector. It uses a normal

monoshock after Suzuki had prob-

lems with the TL’s rotary damper.

the SV1000 was all about. It was a solid
mile-muncher, not a new TL1000 — but
Suzuki never really got this message
across to buyers. It was mainly because
they didn’t really know what the SV
was either.

“Suzuki launched the SV without
aiming it at any specific target audi-
ence; it wasn’t sporty enough to go up
against the likes of the Ducati 999 and
wasn’t a relaxed tourer like a VFR. It
was stuck in no man’s land and that
hit its sales.

“But despite the showroom statistics,
the SV1000 was, and still is, a really
good do-it-all bike. I remember riding
mine from Bristol to Lydden Hill race
circuit in Kent and it was brilliant, so
easy and extremely comfortable. It had
a good turn of speed when required but
ultimately failed to excite, and in 2003
that was its major fault. During the
early 2000s, up against the new GSX-
R1000, YZF-R1, ZX-10R and Blade, the 
SV1000 missed the mark. 

‘The SV1000, I won’t have
a word said against them!’

“I tried to spice up a few SV1000s in
2003, and even raced one with a fair
amount of success against ex-factory
Ducatis, but it never took off like the
SV650 and riders soon forgot about it,
which was a real shame as it has bags
of potential.

“Nowadays the SV1000 is a massively
under-rated bike and tremendous value
in the used market. I won’t have a bad
word said against them! There are tons
out there for sale and they are a great,
solid and reliable bike. A suspension
refresh with a new piston kit and flow
control valves and a new shock will
transform the handling, and then all
it takes is a set of aftermarket pipes
and a bit of careful set-up to get some
more life out of the motor.

“I created one hell of an SV1000
special, which went like a rocket until
I crashed it into a signpost and broke
both my legs…”

Find out more about James Holland’s 
business at www.jhsracing.co.uk

By Jon Urry

MCN CONTRIBUTOR
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Overshadowed by litre

bikes in the early 2000s,

the big SV makes a

brilliant roadster today

THE LOVE

AFFAIR

MAN &

MACHINE

the SV1000 popped up, mainly due to
customer demand.

“Suzuki had asked their customers
what they wanted and loads replied
they were after a modern day TL, how-
ever that wasn’t what Suzuki delivered
in the SV1000. I remember picking my
first SV1000 up from a London dealer-
ship and thinking it was fantastic. Then
we strapped it to the dyno and it was a
massive disappointment. It struggled
to make 110bhp, but that wasn’t what 

THE MAN
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2003 Suzuki SV1000
Naked SV shows off its

distinctive frame to the max.

Private good: £2200

Average: £1750

Tatty: £1000

Dealer: £2750

2003 Suzuki SV1000S
With its steel subframe and half 

fairing, it’s James’ pick.

Private good: £2300

Average: £1800

Tatty: £1000

Dealer: £2800

2005 Suzuki SV1000SZ
Featured GSX-R-inspired paint 

and fairing lowers.

Private good: £2900

Average: £2600

Tatty: £1500

Dealer: £3200

2007 Suzuki SV1000
Classic

Mean and moody, the Classic

was Suzuki’s attempt to shift 

unsold stock.

Private good: £2900

Average: £2500

Tatty: £1500

Dealer: £3200 

1721 SUZUKIS FOR SALE

For 2005 Suzuki GB released the SV1000SZ,

with GSX-R-alike paint and fairing lowers. It

accentuated the SV’s practical side, but couldn’t 

stop the bike being dropped for 2006.

In 2007 Suzuki released 149 SV1000 Classics,

with mean and moody looks, flat Renthal bars,

a seat cowl and black paint. It was basically a 

styling exercise to shift unsold UK stock.

JHS built this SV1050S in 2003. It had a 2mm

overbore and also used high-compression

pistons, gas-flowed heads, airbox mods, plus a 

JHS exhaust. It boosted power by 17bhp.

RIPPER THE RACY ONE
CLASSIC

POPULAR POWERPLANT
The SV1000 isn’t the only bike to inherit the

impressive TL motor, which also found its way

into the Cagiva Navigator, Raptor and V-Raptor,

Kawasaki KLV1000, Bimota SB8R and SB8K as 

well as the Suzuki V-Strom.

STEEL SUBFRAME
“Suzuki subtly tweaked the 2004 SV1000s with a

new aluminium subframe, lower pegs and longer

swingarm, which I reckon buggered the bike up.

If you ask me, the best models are the 2003 bikes

with their steel subframes (above),” says James.

ROUGH RUNNING
“The cam position sensor can fail on early

models, making them cough and run badly, and

all SV models are very susceptible to unbalanced

throttle bodies. If they are out of balance the bike 

will run terribly.”

BLACK FRAME, MORE POWER
Both SV1000 models received slight updates

in 2005, which are identified by their black

frame compared to the early bike’s silver frame.

Updated bikes have higher compression and 

larger throttle bodies to boost power.

KEY MOMENTS

NOW BUY ONE

WELL-OILED
“The key to the TL engine is to keep it topped up

with oil and change it regularly. I’d recommend

an oil swap every 4000 miles and keeping the oil

level on the ‘high’ indicator, do this and you won’t

have any problems. Use 10W40 semi-synth oil.”

TOUGH CUSTOMER
“People see the SV as a cheap bike but this isn’t

true, the build quality is really good with lots of

stainless steel used. I reckon the SV is better than

the TL in many respects. The clutch is certainly 

far more robust.”

THE MACHINE
2003 – 2008 Suzuki SV1000S

Year introduced: 2003 Power (claimed): 120bhp

Weight: 185kg Price new: £6399
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On the crest 
of a wave
A coastal route that takes in some of the 

south-west’s lesser known attractions

W
hile many flock to Newquay

for its surf and beaches,

Croyde Bay is in many ways

a far better location. Further up the

west coast than Newquay, Croyde is

one of a series of beaches that includes

Saunton Sands and Woolacombe and is

a friendly and quiet spot to start a ride.

There are loads of campsites in the

area, so this route can easily be worked

into a weekend away.

Riding from Croyde to Barnstaple on

the A361 can be a bit tricky as the road

is narrow and the traffic heavy during

tourist season, however once you get

onto the A39 overtaking is a bit easier.

Off the A39 you have several spots

to explore including the only place

in the UK with an exclamation mark

after its name, Westward Ho!, as well

as Appledore. However many opt to 

Route: Croyde Bay loop Distance: 95 miles Time: 3-4 hours

i
GNOME RESERVE & GARDENS – What can you say? This gnome reserve in

West Putford is home to over 1000 gnomes and pixies. Gnome hats are free of 

charge for those wishing to blend in!

WRECKERS’ RETREAT – Hartland Quay.

This pub is highly recommended for its 

views as well as the beer.

GREAT RIDES

wander around Clovelly, it costs £6.95

to get in (£4.35 for kids), but the village

is interesting and the café is good.

Next to Clovelly, and still on the A39,

is Hartland Quay, which is a brilliant

lunch stop although the road down to

the pub is a touch intimidating! Imagine

racing up here, as they do every year

for hill climbs. Check out the National

Hill Climb association website (www.

nhca.co.uk) for details.

Getting clear of the tourist traffic

on the A39 and heading inland on the

A3072 the roads get narrow and tricky

as you cut back up towards Bideford.

This is the area of North Devon that few

explore so take your time and search

out some of the quirkier treats that this

region has to offer. From the Gnome

Reserve to The Big Sheep, this part of 

Devon has it all.

DOWNLOAD
THE ROUTE

motorcyclenews.com/greatrides
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TOMTOM RIDER

The new TomTom RIDER has been

completely redesigned for life on

the road and, with MCN, we’re going

to help you discover, explore and en-

joy new routes each week. Download

from motorcyclenews.com/great-

rides onto an SD card and your Tom-

Tom Rider will show you the way.
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SEE THE FULL RANGE OF CASES, COMFORT SEATS
& SOFT LUGGAGE AT WWW.SHAD.CO.UK

Guided Motorcycle Tours of Ireland

Book now for Sept. 2015 and ride on

thetŝůĚ �ƚůĂŶƟĐtĂǇ

www.wildirishmotorcycletours.com

RIDE YOUR WAY
Tel: 01425 620 580 | Email: info@tranam.co.uk | Web: www.tranam.co.uk | For more detailed product information please email info@tranam.co.uk

Winding Roads
Find the most excitiing winding roads 
and avoid the boring straights.

Hilly Roads
Stay at sea level or climb the highest peaks.

Round-trip Planning
Discover new routes by simply tapping 
the area you want to explore.

THE ALL NEW
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1981 Triumph T140E 
Bonneville
Ridden by Richard Gere in 1982’s ‘An

Officer and a Gentleman’. Two US-spec

T140Es (introduced to America in 1978)

were supplied by Dewey’s Cycle Shop,

Seattle in April 1981. It’s not known what 

happened to them after filming.

What you’ll pay today: Around £4k.

Bridge Moto in Reading have a low

mileage, almost identical one for £4595!

But should you? Not as iconic as some,

but affordable, practical and appreciating.

1961 Triumph TR6 Trophy
The TR6s used by Steve McQueen and

pursuers in 1963’s The Great Escape

were modified by customiser Von Dutch.

McQueen did as much riding as possible,

but stunt coordinator Bud Ekins did the

famous final jump. Hinckley produced

a limited edition Great Escape tribute,

based on its current Scrambler, in 2012.

What you’ll pay today: Decent early '60s

Trophy, £7-9k; modern replica, £7.5-8k.

But should you? The original’s a useable

classic, the replica useful and desirable.

‘Captain America’ chopper
Peter Fonda’s ride was the real star of

1969’s Easy Rider. Two examples of the

Stars 'n' Stripes Panhead were originally

built by Cliff Vaughs and Ben Hardy using

ex-LAPD FLH police bikes (H-D reportedly

refused to help due to the film’s ‘outlaw’

image). One, as used in the final scene,

survived and, authenticated by Fonda, was

sold this year for $1.35 million (£840,000).

What you’ll pay today: Original? See

above. A complete replica bike, $29,000.

But should you? It's the ultimate chopper.

1920 Indian Scout
Starred in 2002’s ‘World’s Fastest Indian’,

the true story of Kiwi Burt Munro and his

‘60s attempt on the under-1000cc land

speed record. He bought the original new

in 1920 for £150 and later turned it into a

streamliner. Two replicas, one powered by

a Ducati motor, were made for the movie.

What you’ll pay today: It’s unique, so

you can’t. Original, stock 1920 Scouts,

meanwhile, go for around £20k.

But should you? As a replica streamliner,

not practical. As a classic, premier league.

Triumph
Bonneville

Steve McQueen 
£10,980

Number 204 of 1100

replicas. Dealer says it’s

been stored in a climate-

controlled collection from

new and has 0 miles on it.

The replica was released in

2012; the dealer is claiming

this one as a 2014 model.

1985 Kawasaki
GPz900R £2850

Proof early GPZs are on the

up, with a big price tag for

this US import repainted in

original colours as part of a

long-term restoration. It’s

done 23,000 miles and has 

a pile of receipts.

2010 Ducati
Hypermotard

1100S £7495
Evo SP that’s had a pile of

carbon-fibre thrown at it

and has covered just over

4000 miles in its five years.

Dealer sale as ‘mature

owner is trading up to

something less focused’.

1979 Triumph
Bonneville T140 

£4595
Recently imported from

the States and the same

model Gere rode, though

it’s a year newer than his

1978 version. With 4400

miles on the clock, that's

just over a quid a mile.

Movie stars
on MCN bikes 

for sale

p
le
lves supplied the Speed Triple 

ed by Tom Cruise (yes, him

ougray Scott in the much-

equence in Mission Impossible

s, for example, conspicuously

d rubber to knobblies and

ech on grass and more), but

n. Reportedly, the Speedie’s 

in Tennessee, which is also said to house

Arnold Schwarzenegger’s Harley Fat Boy from 

Terminator 2.

What you’ll pay today: Decent, original

examples are becoming rarer, but you’ll get a 

good, black T509 for £2500.

But should you? Yes, under-rated and

overshadowed by later 1050, they’re stylish, 

useful and solid.

Kawasaki
GPz900R
d, the need for

aid boyish Tom

erick in 1985’s

, unless you’ve

t, the best way

that is with his

s tend to think

50R, not 900. It

S didn’t get the

0s had our 750

e and, besides,

has confirmed

f. As Kawasaki

dn’t supply the

es, Paramount

t two, removed

he badges and

aked the paint.

What you’ll pay

day: There are

lenty of GPz9s

. A half-decent

ill be £3k then

ap.

2010 Ducati
Hypermotard
Tom Cruise was at it a

Knight and Day. The hi

this action comedy wit

Diaz was a stunt seque

the two of them aboar

Hypermotard fleeing b

bulls on the streets of

Interestingly, an Aprili

disguised as the Ducat

used for a promotiona

as it was reportedly lig

easier for Cruise to rid

What you’ll pay today

for decent 1100, £5k f

£7500 for the updated

But should you? Supe

twin is one of the best

bikes you can buy.

BIKES TH
STARRE

IN FILM

4
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Cameron Diaz

not included.

More's the pity

T509: pictured

here without

knobblies

GPz won't necessarily

take your breath away
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T
here is something satisfying

about watching the sunrise.

The sense of tranquillity from

being the only person awake

at 4.30am has a lot to do with it.

So with a full 16 hours of daylight

ahead of me it was time for a ride

and to see exactly how capable my

Kawasaki Versys really is.

The plan was simple. Start the day

by watching the sun rise over the North

Sea on the east coast of England and

then watch the sun set over the Bristol

Channel at the west of the country.

The Versys 1000 is billed as a true

do-it-all motorcycle, capable of big

distances in comfort. So far my longest

single journey had been 100 miles so

this 350-mile jaunt across the UK was

a true test of the bike’s credentials.

With time on my hands thanks to the

brutally early start I decide not to use

motorways, meaning the entire ride

would be conducted on A and B-roads.

With sunrise enjoyed on the beach at

Aldeburgh, I head back to the B&B

I stayed in last night to make the most

of the breakfast part of the deal. A few

coffees later I’m back in the land of

the living. Dawn feels like a long time

ago and by 9am I’m on the go, scything

through twisty Suffolk B-roads.

I’ve done most of my 3856 miles on

play with I elect to hop into Wales in 

search of more great roads. Riding for 

the sake of it and with no immediate 

destination in mind is rewarding. I 

stumble across the beautiful Symonds 

Yat, before finding myself on the 

entertaining A466. Just when I think 

it can’t get any better I ride past the 

stunning ruins of Tintern Abbey. 

But I now need to get a wriggle on 

to get to Weston Super Mare in time 

for sunset. My original plan to go 

via Gloucester rather than use the 

Severn Bridge has to be scrapped and 

I cruise across the bridge, admiring its 

scale and architecture along with the 

significant time saving it provides. 

I roll into Weston at 8pm, following 

brown tourist signs for the beach. 

According to the BBC website the sun 

sets at 21.01 but it looks pretty low in 

the sky already. I search the seafront 

for the prime spot to take in the end of 

the day, before parking up on the North 

Beach with the Grand Pier in sight.

It dawns on me that I’ve gone all day 

without the ice cream I’d promised 

myself and when I convince the lady in 

the kiosk next to me, who’s closing up 

shop, to give me a 99 I’m made up. The 

east to west odyssey is complete.

But that’s not where the day ends. 

With nowhere local to stay tonight it’s 

time to head home. Hertfordshire is a 

cool 130 miles away so I decide to use 

the motorway. After a stop for a bite 

to eat at the services I arrive home at 

11.40pm with 479.7 miles on the clock.

Putting in big miles and big hours 

takes you out of your comfort zone 

and from experience this is when you 

learn the most about your bike. By the 

time I arrive home, my arse is aching 

and so are my wrists. I’m also a little 

tired of the buffeting I’ve endured at 

high speeds, but still smiling. To ride 

14 hours in one day is a lot by anyone’s 

standards, but the Versys made it easy. 

It looks like I’m going to have to ride a 

lot further if I want to find the limits of 

the big Kawasaki.

the Versys commuting up and down the 

A1 so being on twisty undulating roads 

is a joy. The Versys is a big bike, but 

its wide bars mean you get plenty of 

leverage. Add in a dose of peg pressure 

and it turns into corners well and 

changes direction accurately. 

And while the engine is silky-smooth 

and relaxing at low revs, there’s a 

definite change of temperament and 

exhaust note the moment the rev 

counter reaches 6000rpm. And it runs 

all the way to the 10,000rpm redline.

The B-roads are swapped for fast 

sweeping A-roads before I’m forced to 

endure a stint on the A14. It’s not the 

nicest road but it does an excellent job 

of dissecting the country from east 

to west and it enables me to clear the 

over-populated Midlands and get into 

the historic town of Warwick for lunch. 

With seven hours of daylight still to 

GARAGE44

Michael’s 350-mile, coast-to-coast epic allows Versys to shine

Racing the 
sun on a Versys

Michael checks how

long he has until 

sunset before setting 

off from Aldeburgh

4
UPDATE
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OUR BIKES

The contrast between the start and

end points of my trip was stark. In

the east, Aldeburgh is a quaint town

that hosts a world-famous music 

festival and boasts the best fish and

chip shop in England.

On the other side of the 

country, Weston Super Mare is 

a stereotypical British seaside 

town with ice creams, candy floss,

buckets and spades wherever you

turn. And instead of a renowned 

music festival it’s home to the 

legendary annual beach race where 

hundreds of motocross and enduro 

riders put themselves through pure 

hell for three hours.

GO WEST: THE ROUTE

THE RIDER 

Michael Guy, Sports Editor

michael.guy@motorcyclenews.com

Height 5ft 10in Weight 67kg

His riding Adventure trips include 

Morocco, South Africa and Cambodia.

THE BIKE 

Weight 250kg

Seat height 840mm

Miles 3856 MPG 44mpg

Servicing £99

Mods to date £88

KAWASAKI VERSYS 1000 £9749

Comfortable, frugal,

smooth engine with

great performance

Wind buffeting from the

accessory screen, aching

wrists after a long journey

+

-

O Read previous updates at
motorcyclenews.com/michaelversys

RUNNING VERDICT

It’s easy to forget what a stunning 

place the UK is. My route across the 

country was hastily planned but I 

still couldn’t help stumbling onto 

great roads and beautiful places. Get 

out and ride – there’s so much to see.   

ALDEBURGH

WESTON SUPER MARE

‘Twisty, undulating 

roads are a joy. The 

bike’s wide bars 

mean you get 

plenty of leverage’

4.30am
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‘I convince the lady 
who’s closing up 

the kiosk next to me 
to make me a 99’

Versys excels on the roads around the Welsh border Another coffee to escape the monotony of the A14 The Gothic remains of 12th century Tintern Abbey

Ross on Wye: bookselling capital of the UK Awesome views at Symons Yat in the Forest of Dean Severn Bridge provides a high-speed final leg to Weston

Mission accomplished.

Michael arrives in Weston 

Super Mare just in time for 

sunset and an ice cream

RUNNING 
COSTS

Official mpg not claimed

Bridgestone T30, slighty
squared but lasting well

£240

44 MPG

Servicing

Insurance

OE tyres

Versys 1000 on PCP
£3000 deposit, then 36

monthly payments of

£94.70. At end of term, either

hand it back or make final

payment of £4306.

www.kawasaki.co.uk

£95
Best PCP deal

MONTH/

MCNcompare.com quotes these prices

to insure a 2015 Versys 1000 worth

£9749 – rider has three years’ NCB.

Minor

Interim

45-year-old 

in Hull (£500 

excess)

£99

Oil and filter 

change, new 

sump plug 

washer. 1.5hrs 

labour 

£150

4000 miles. 

Oil/filter, 

plug washer, 

calipers out & 

cleaned. 2hrs

35-year-old 

in London 

(£500 excess)

£127.32 £262.56

E F

9.01pm
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1958 miles to the Pyrenees and back says you can

A
fter several hundred miles on

the F800R this past weekend,

I’m confident I’ve got the

measure of it. I’ve discovered all of

its little foibles and have learned

to love some of its elemental

characteristics. I believe we’ve come

to an understanding.

The rough
with the
smooth

Autoroute or twisty

mountain pass, the

Scout’s ideal for touring

THE QUESTION

YOUR BIKES

WIND PROTECTION

The fork-mounted screen (mid-height

model, £474) is one of best detachable

cruiser screens I’ve used. I’m 6ft 4in and

didn’t suffer lid buffeting or intrusive

turbulence on the French autoroutes.

Wind pressure affects the handling

eventually, as it does with all fork/

handlebar mounted screens but it’s only

noticeable over 85mph.

COMFORT

The extended-reach leather seat (£274),

bars (£164) and footpeg extensions

(£164) provide extra inches of room

for my long limbs but I find the feet-

forward riding position (on any bike)

uncomfortable on long trips. It’s not

easy to move about with your legs

outstretched so you’re forced to sit in

one place, initiating bum ache in around

70 miles. The thick leather on the seat

absorbs water and takes hours to dry so

removing waterproofs too early results

in a damp backside. Vibes don’t intrude

even at an 80mph cruising speed.

KEEPING UP WITH YOUR MATES

I travelled south with a wide variety of

bike types, including a tuned Suzuki

GSX1400, Kawasaki 1400GTR, Triumph

Tiger 800 and an Aprilia Caponord

(2015 model). The Scout didn’t slow

the group down on either autoroute

or the mountain roads. Ground

clearance is good (especially

with the extended-reach pegs

as they raise your heels an

inch), and the handling is

surprisingly competent.

CAN YOU TOUR ON AN INDIAN?

Jason wouldn’t swap his K5 for a new GSX-R

Ped’s Scout took him to the Pyrenees, and made his bottom damp...

I _____ my ______________________Suzuki GSX-R1000 love
Owner: Jason Taylor Year: 2005 Owned since: 2010 Total miles: 20,000

A recent test ride on 

the latest GSX-R1000 

reminded Jason Taylor 

exactly what it is he 

likes so much about his 

10-year-old K5. “I took one for a test 

ride to see what it was like. I had it 

for six hours and by the end of it I was 

glad to get back on my bike. I rolled 

off the throttle in second gear and 

snapped it back on again. Nothing 

happened. If I’d done that on my bike 

I’d have been off the back.” 

Jason has owned his K5 since 

2010. “It’s got to be one of the best 

all-round bikes you can buy,” he 

says. “The only thing I’ve had to do 

to it is work on the clutch; it gets a 

bit grabby, but replacing the thrust 

washer with one from a GSX-R750 

fixes it.” 

Jason considers himself a Suzuki 

man, but admits his eyes are 

wandering towards BMW. “The mate 

who sold me the GSX-R has a BMW 

HP4 and I’ll probably have a go on 

that soon to see if I like it. He buys 

them, spends loads of money on 

them and then I buy them from him 

for reasonable money!”

46

The engine produces a class-leading

amount of grunt that builds all the way to

8000rpm. It’s a revelation in this type of

bike and gives it the potential to outdrag

sportier bikes away from hairpin bends.

Don’t expect to dice with a well-ridden

sportsbike though.

Fuel economy is OK, averaging 56mpg

on the trip and 140 miles to the fuel light.

PACKING IT IN

At £1240 the leather-covered rigid

panniers are expensive but nicely

made and slot securely on the bike with

neat and unobtrusive mounting lugs

(included in above price). The bags claim 

only to be water-resistant but didn’t leak 

a drop despite very heavy sustained 

rainfall on the autoroutes. The capacity 

isn’t huge and you have to squeeze your 

luggage into a letterbox shape to fit 

it in but there’s just enough space for 

a week’s lightweight touring. On the 

downside they’re a tricky shape to carry 

when off the bike. A simple fabric handle 

attached to the hidden, mudguard side 

of the bags would be an obvious hack.

‘The Scout has
the potential
to outdrag
sportier bikes
away from
hairpin bends’

Ped Baker, Managing Editor

His riding: Experienced rider with 

broad tastes and an ability to weld

INDIAN SCOUT 
£10,399

THE RIDER 

Steve Hunt Senior Web Producer

steve.hunt@motorcyclenews.com

Height 5ft 8in Weight 80kg

Type of rider Relative newcomer, 

keen to taste all biking has to offer

THE BIKE

Claimed weight 202kg  

Seat height 790mm

MPG 47

Mods to date £1586 (Touring 

pack and Sports pack)

BMW F800R £7855

A weekend of high 

mileage has taught 

Steve a few things 

about the F800R  
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It’s hard to put a 

price on someone 

else’s taste

Customised bikes — are they 

worth buying? The café racer 

thing is gripping some people like 

the palsy. It started in the US and 

it’s crossed the Atlantic.  

The formula seems to be this: 

buy an old 1970s or early 1980s 

Japanese twin or four, remove as 

many components as possible, 

add a pair of dropped handlebars 

and knobbly tyres, replace the 

seat with a plank that seems 

to have been upholstered with 

painted bubble wrap, and spray 

the whole thing matt black.

Oh, and then charge £2000. 

Incredibly, some people are 

willing to pay this.

Just remember: customising a 

bike is a matter of taste, and your 

taste is unlikely to be the same as 

somebody else’s. You may think a 

paintjob depicting a busty Valkyrie 

wrestling a dragon might be cool, 

but others will disagree.

If you want to make a fashion 

statement in the form of a café

racerised Honda CB750 (or even a 

CX500, which I saw the other day), 

feel free, but remember that the 

builder will have used some, er, 

interesting solutions to problems, 

and replacing non-standard parts 

when they break or wear out is 

a nightmare if you don’t know 

where they came from. It could 

take weeks to discover that the 

headlight that just got shattered 

by a stone actually came from a 

Citroen 2CV.

Buy standard bikes. They’re 

easier to find, and easier to sell. 

Even non-standard paint jobs 

reduce value, partly because they 

frequently hide crash damage 

and partly because if you break 

a standard panel, you can go out 

and buy a replacement, knowing 

it will match. If you buy a modified 

bike, you will almost certainly lose 

money when you sell it. End. Of.

Next week

The less obvious sports tourers

‘Buy a custom, you 
will lose money’

’09 Ducati Monster 696 £4300
Seller says: Service history, spare 

key, 2928 miles. 

Neil says: Small Monster is slower 

but so much sweeter than the bigger 

ones, and easier to ride. The engine’s 

solid, and for heaven’s sake, it’s a 

just-run-in Monster for £4300. Maybe 

change the cambelts, and enjoy.

’91 Suzuki GN250 £553
Seller says: Garaged for 10 years, 

needs some attention and TLC. 

Neil says: I was outbid on this by a 

tenner! Perfect town commuter. All 

running perfectly, looks fantastic, just 

needs a service. And only 4700 miles! 

£120 would have put it back on the 

road, including tax and MoT. Damn!

ALSO CATCHING MY EYE THIS WEEK

THE BUYER
Neil Murray makes a living buying & selling 

pre-loved metal – and he’s on your side

0 0 1 2 23 0 0 9 1 73 0 0 0 0 42

Crashing the Tracer was certainly not 

part of the plan. Sadly, thanks to the 

driver of a small car who failed to stop 

or look when entering a roundabout, it 

happened. I was left with around five 

metres to stop from 30mph, and as 

good as the Tracer’s ABS-equipped 

brakes are they couldn’t change 

physics. The impact was pretty big. 

I flew through the air but not before 

crushing my foot between the car and 

the bike. One cracked metatarsal in my 

left foot and a broken bike both now 

need fixing.

I’ve bought a GoPro (Hero, £94.99) 

to use on the S1000RR. The positive 

motivation is that I feel like my riding 

is always improving, but I’m not seeing 

any specific progress. So I thought that 

recording my riding might be a good 

way to get some pointers. My first 

lesson learned is that I’m not opening 

the throttle fast enough from the apex. 

The second, more negative, motivation 

is the amount of awful driving I see on 

the roads. If I get caught up in someone 

else’s mess, I want the proof. And I 

might even get £250 from Harry Hill.

Fellow Scrambler owner Tim Griffin 

put me in touch with British firm 

Evotech Performance (www.evotech-

performance.com) who’ve come up 

with a range of Scrambler mods. 

They’ve sent a selection to try and 

first is this £99.99 tail tidy. It replaces 

the standard GS-style numberplate 

mounting. When it came to fitting I 

had to get help because you have to 

re-route the wiring, but all instructions 

are online rather than the photocopied 

scrap of paper offered by some firms. 

I’ll report back with how they fare.

RIDER: Andy Downes RIDER: Richard Newland RIDER: Simon Brown

YAMAHA MT-09 TRACER 

£8149

BMW S1000RR SPORT 

£14,760

DUCATI SCRAMBLER FT 

£7995
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5
UPDATE

1473
MILES

I love, for example, how supremely 

responsive it feels. The slightly 

retuned, lower-down grunt of this 

2015 version provides plenty of torque 

and the revised gearing encourages 

short-shifting, which makes it feel as if 

you’re putting the down power quickly. 

But, almost within the same breath, 

it’s becoming slightly aggravating 

that once this initial surge has gone, 

the midrange seems thin. The BMW 

is powerful when you’re within its 

narrow power band, but slightly 

weedy when you’re really intent on 

winding the throttle open for any 

length of time. This makes the naked 

great when fizzing around town or 

along smaller roads, but frustrating 

when you really want to make your 

moves stick over a greater distance or 

on that important overtake.

The vibrations are starting to wear 

my patience, too. I’ve previously 

mentioned that this F800R feels less 

refined than its GT stablemate, and 

as a result of all the vibes I’ve now all 

but given up on looking in my mirrors 

anywhere above 5000rpm. It’s the 

same with the footpegs; due to the 

oscillations coming up through the 

pegs, my toes nearly always go numb, 

so I’m on the lookout for a solution.

Happier though are my general 

experiences of the bike. Because it’s 

so light, nimble and the engine so 

familiar, I’ve found myself forgiving 

most of its limitations simply because 

I can chuck it into corners so sharply 

and with so much poise that the 

grin on my face erases any previous 

traces of a frown. It’s swings and 

roundabouts, I guess!
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Looking backward is the new looking forward

and Dainese’s latest leather jacket plays on its

42-year history with this retro-style design.

The Blackjack is a vintage cowhide jacket

that’s aimed at the casual motorcyclist and is

made with a soft leather that ensures every

jacket will have a one-off finish.

But it still offers the requisite amount of

protection, with Dainese saying it has been

approved to CE safety standards as a whole

garment. It has hard-shelled armour for

the shoulders and elbows that is approved

to the higher Level 2 of CE approval.

The jacket will connect to trousers and

there is also a pocket for a Dainese G1 or

G2 back protector that’s available as an

optional extra (each costs £55). Safety

is further boosted by light-reflective

panels on the back of the shoulders

to help the rider show up in a car’s

headlights.

On the practical side, there are two external

pockets on the front, a further one inside, and

the jacket is lined with Dainese’s Nano-Feel

lining for comfort.

The real kicker is in the colourschemes,

which have been designed to match the colours

of Ducati’s new trendy Scrambler because it’s 

become such a sales hit across Europe.

Q www.dainese.com

DAINESE
BLACKJACK
JACKET

GEAR

Italian brand celebrates

its long heritage with a

retro design £349.99

Halvarssons Seventy
Price £299.99

Supple goatskin leather with

extra abrasion-resistance from a

secondary layer of Halvarsson’s

Hi-Art material. Quality modern 

materials and CE armour.

www.jofama.se
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MCN SAYS
Tony Hoare, Consumer Editor

The Scrambler has been a good seller

for Ducati and it looks as though

Dainese are already having success

with the Blackjack. They both have an

appeal rooted in our desire to not feel 

under pressure to go fast all

the time – good news if 

you ask us.

The colour 
range

4
The number of

colourschemes, all

chosen to complement

the designs of Ducati’s 

Scrambler

2 3 4

1 Black/red

2 Brown/black

3Grey/red

4 Grey/yellow

Made from soft leather

featuring natural

graining, Dainese say no

two Blackjack jackets

are exactly the same

1
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Having the opportunity

to charge your gadgets

while riding can come

in handy. This kit from

Oxford attaches to the

bike’s battery and the

charging end can be m

as it has a splash-proo

USB cable and you’ve g

Q www.oxprod.com

Oxford H
USB char
£19.99

Courier-style bags like

offering from Kriega ar

you’re taking care of bu

they hold files, papers

more securely than ruc

They’re also more conv

you need to stop and ge

your stuff. Kriega’s for

messenger bag world h

litre capacity, is waterp

its rolltop closure and h

waist strap to stop it sw

as you ride. It also has a

guarantee.

Q www.kriega.com

Kriega Sl

Waist strap keeps the S

49  

Ventura lugga
for BMW R120
£332
New for the R1200R, this Ventura

system features a set of rails tha

to the bike without any drilling or

using existing mounts on the subf

A rack is then attached to the rail

takes a 47-litre bag to give plenty

storage for a week on the road.

Q www.ventura-bike.co.uk

Ventura

makes it

easy to load

up and go

Just attach to your

bike’s battery and

charge as you ride

Just set to the desired
heat setting

A Scottoiler automatically lubricates
your chain while you ride. You enjoy
the road, we look after your chain.

MORE TIME TO RIDE

scottoiler.com
+44 (0)141 955 1100

Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm. *Based on an average customer saving of £243. Saving compared to buying two separate
Carole Nash policies. Average customer = 48 year old male with 7 years NCB, riding a Honda 900RR Fireblade and a BMW R1200 GS. Carole Nash Insurance
Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance 
Consultants Ltd, registered in England and Wales no. 2600841.

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend

Carole Nash96
2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Save up to £243 with a Multi-Bike policy 
through Carole Nash*

If you ride more than one bike, you could save money!*

You can only get this offer by calling

0800 093 5577
carolenash.com
Six Wheel  |  Multi-Bike  |  Off Road  |  Custom  |  Future Classic  |  Modern Bike  |  Vintage

/insidebikes.com @insidebikes
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‘Comfortable kit
for all seasons’
Halvarssons Prime jacket £399.99 
and Prince trousers £299.99
Tested by Liam Marsden

Time tested One year/9000 miles

What’s good? These are the comfiest textile 

jacket and trousers I’ve ever worn, thanks to the 

soft outer material and plush Outlast lining. The 

vents on the thighs, forearms and upper back keep 

me cool in warmer weather, and they work well at 

getting some air circulating. The jacket comes 

with a removable wind collar, which helps 

keep the chill out in really cold conditions. 

There’s also a removable hi-vis vest, which I 

wear during the winter. There’s plenty of fit 

adjustment in the jacket, with poppers on 

the upper and lower arms as well as a belt 

around the waist so you can tailor the jacket 

to your size.

It may sound like a small detail, but the 

zips are some of the best quality I can 

remember using. They feel exceptionally 

secure and sturdy.

What’s not? Halvarssons suggest 

wearing their base layers under the jacket 

and trousers if they are to work at their 

best, and it makes a big difference in cold 

weather. But I don’t understand why they 

can’t just make the jacket and trousers 

work in cold weather on their own, like other textile 

suits I’ve worn. Without the base layers I find any 

bare skin that sits against the inner layer sweats 

quite a lot. When riding in heavy rain for prolonged 

periods my backside always feels damp, although 

it never is. Up until recently the Dryway Plus 

membrane had worked perfectly at keeping out the 

worst of the British weather, but two hours of riding 

in non-stop, heavy rain saw a small amount come 

through the jacket around my upper stomach.

Contact www.jofama.se

50

Swedish-made 

textiles give year-

round comfort 

and protection

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Comfortable and versatile 

thanks to zip-on neck section 

and zip-up vents.

Best worn with Halvarssons base 

layers underneath, meaning an 

extra £50 outlay.

+

-

9000
MILES

THE RIVAL
Held Uncover jacket 

and Icano trousers
£309.99 & £259.99

Similar to the Halvarssons kit, 

with removable hi-viz panels. It’s 

cheaper, but the Reissa waterproof 

membrane won’t be as good as 

Halvarssons’ Dryway liner.

www.held-uk.co.uk

All the zips used on the 

Halvarssons Prime are 

top quality and seriously 

sturdy

Inner Outlast lining is soft 

and warm but can also 

be removed for summer 

riding

Exhaust vent helps 

channel hot air out of the 

rear of the jacket on warm 

days 

FOUR-STROKE ENGINE OILS

 > Full and semi-synthetic

 > Optimised wet-clutch performance

 > Latest JASO MA2 specifications

FORK OILS

 > Light, medium and heavy grade synthetic 
suspension oil

 > Protects against wear, corrosion  

 > Exceptional long-life performance

TWO-STROKE ENGINE OILS

 > Full and semi-synthetic, low smoke

 > Pre-diluted for easy mixing 

 > Also available for scooters
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Tester Michael N

Time used Thre

years/100,000 m

What’s good? I 

last reviewed these two-pie

waterproofs in mid-2012 wh

they were just six months o

Three years later they’re st

going strong. Being quite th

was worried they wouldn’t p

the test of time, but I’ve don

100,000 miles in them and t

still as good as new, and stil

completely waterproof. 

They fold up into virtually 

nothing, so they’re easy to carry 

when you’re not using them. 

Plus, you can put the bottoms on 

without having to take your boots 

off, which is handy when you’re 

What’s not? There’s nothing to 

dislike about these waterproofs. 

They’re durable and do their job 

perfectly. 

Contact www.alpinestars.com

Quality ★★★★★ 

Value ★★★★★

Tester Alison Silcox

Time tested Six weeks/100 mile

What’s good? I have a long insid

33 inches, so struggle to get trou

that fit properly. These are plenty long enou

and don’t ride up when I’m on the bike. 

What’s not? These are the single most 

uncomfortable item of motorcycle clothing

I have ever worn. The low-rise style means

the waistband digs into my lower stomach 

when riding and is very uncomfortable. I hav

commuted to work in them a few times, but

they’re also uncomfortable off the bike I did

want to wear them through the day, so ende

carrying a change of clothes to wear at wor

If I’m going to end up changing, I might 

as well ride in my leathers and have a 

better level of protection.

Contact www.revit.eu 

Quality ★★★★★ Value ★★★★★

Tested by Andy Downes

Time tested 18 months

What’s good? These

great value and high-

quality Halfords Torx socket bits

are designed to work with Torx

bolts that have a security pin,

which are becoming increasingly

drive and have a mounting rail

that separates them from the rest

of the Torx bits in my toolkit. The

high-quality chrome vanadium

steel bits come in T10, T15, T20,

T27, T30 and T40 sizes and have a

lifetime warranty.

What’s not? Nothing I can think of.

ds.co.uk

ue★★★★★

Alpinestars Quick Seal Out Jacket and Pants £89 95

Halfords Advanced 6 Piece Torx Bit Socket Rail £19.99

18
ONTHS

WIN

Want to get your hands on some 

top biking goodies for free?

It’s easy, so register now at 

winit.motorcyclenews.com

Pair of tickets to the Octo 
British Grand Prix £300

A pair of grandstand tickets for a 

day of your choice (Fri, Sat or Sun).

Enter until: August 20

pinestars Haku Gloves, 
£54.99

n one pair of these lightweight, 

nd and water resistant gloves. 

nter until: September 30

fficial MotoGP Mug Set, 
£100

We have two sets of 10 official 

MotoGP mugs to give away. 

Enter until: August 31

Sportsbikeshop.com
voucher, £50

£50 voucher for this top online 

motorcycle kit and parts store.

Enter until: August 31

6
WEEKS

3
YEARS
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PERFORMANCE
IS IN OUR DNA 

www.valvolineeurope.com

CHAIN LUBRICATION

 > For on-road and off-road

 > For O-ring and X-ring chains

 > Excellent bonding character

MOTORCYCLE CARE PRODUCTS

 > Cleaning

 > Maintenance 

 > Appearance

KEEPING THE WORLD MOVING SINCE 1866
™
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Q How do I get a two-piece 
suit fit for the track?

I’m looking at doing some

trackdays and want two-

piece leathers. I know they

need to have a full-length

connecting zip, but is there

anything else that I should 

be looking for?

Trevor Cooke,

Southampton

Answered by Keith

Roissetter, Infinity 

Motorcycles

Don’t mix your brands.

Different makes never use

the same zip to connect

jackets and trousers. Make

sure the trousers have Velcro

patches for kneesliders,

and that there is armour in

the elbows, shoulders and

knees. Most jackets will have

a pocket for a back protector

(but don’t be fooled by the

cheap foam insert you find in

the back of some jackets).

Q

Q

Best grippy tyres
for a Benelli

Tornado 900?

Do I need a new
steering damper?

I recently purchased a 2004 Benelli

Tornado 900 Tre. It still has its original

fitment Dunlop Sportmax D207RR

tyres fitted as it has only covered 1600

miles. Needless to say they feel a bit

hard and don’t inspire confidence.

I want some grippy replacements, and 

will be doing very little mileage so 

longevity is not an issue.

Keith Jaggard, email

Answered by Bryn Phillips,

Cambrian Tyres

There certainly is plenty of choice in

your 120/70 ZR17 and 190/50 ZR17

sizes. Bridgestone’s S20 EVO, Dunlop’s

SportSmart 2, Metzeler’s M7 RR and

Michelin’s Pilot Power 3 will all be agile

and progressive on the road, return

very good durability and be more than 

capable of doing the odd trackday.

Modern rubber transforms 2004 Tornado

OWNING & RIDING

ANY QUESTION

ANSWERED
If we don’t know the answer, we’ll fi nd the person who does

Could a K1300S be the

perfect do-it-all sporty

sports-tourer?

Alpinestars Jaws +
Alpinestars Missile (£270)

Spada Curve +
Spada Nero (£200)

Dainese Laguna Evo +
Dainese Delta Pro 2 (£330)

RST Blade +
RST Blade jeans (£170)

The sporty end
of sports touring

Q

I’ve a Suzuki GSX-R1000 K8 that’s

showing ‘SD’ on the dash. What areas

should I check before I splash out on a 

new steering damper?

Fred Anderson, email

Answered by Keith Ball, Street Bike

There are two external factors you

can look at before replacement; a

broken wire to the steering damper

itself or whether the regulator

rectifier is starting to misbehave. That

misbehaviour might mean a voltage

drop and as Suzuki fuel injection only

runs at 5 volts, a bit of resistance is

enough to kick its parameters out and 

start flashing up error codes.

£390
£240

£350
£200
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My new job has a 75-mile

commute of mixed motorway

and big city riding. 24-26,000

miles a year means my thirsty KTM

950SM has got to go, but I’d like

its replacement to deliver Sunday

morning thrills and the occasional

tour. But my idea of touring is racing

leathers, a tankbag, bumbag and a

few clicks less preload. My budget 

is £7000.

Mike Dolan, email

Answered by Rich Newland, 

MCN Deputy Editor

A BMW K1300S is a possibility,

with ABS and traction control, but

because you want ‘sporty’ you

should consider the last of the pre-

crossplane Yamaha R1s. They are

bulletproof, comfy and you can get a

mint low-mileage one at the bottom

end of your budget. Or how about a

Suzuki GSX-R1000 K7; you can sit at

90mph with 5000rpm on the clock.

At the more ‘tourer’ end of the

spectrum, a Honda Crossrunner

could be the answer. It uses the

VFR800 engine in an upright

chassis, and goes and handles OK. 
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Why is my
FZR1000

running roughly?

I’ve just bought a pristine Yamaha

FZR1000 at a very good price after

the seller gave it a ‘complete service’,

including the carbs. It ran well when

I took it out for a quick test ride, but

now it’s running really rough at low

speed, and fluffy further up. Where 

do I start?

Alan Baker, email

Answered by Stuart Gaines,

Herne Bay Motorcycles

That reminds me of an early-90s

FZR I saw a while ago with similar

symptoms. When I took the carbs off

there were brass shavings blocking

the idle jets because he’d screwed

them in so tight to the carb bodies.

They only need to be just tight, not

torqued up. The float heights had

been knocked out, too, so two of the

carbs were dripping fuel all over the

place. The FZR also has fuel shut-off

valves and they can wear over time.

They are £20 a pop to replace. In

the end it cost him £240 to have the

floats reset, an ultrasonic clean and 

carb balance.

Q

Why is my Futura’s
rear brake dragging?

I recently bought an Aprilia

Futura and thought I’d freshen

up its looks with some new

levers and rearsets from the internet. 

But now my rear disc has warped

after just 50 miles of riding. What 

have I done wrong?

Kingsley Torrence, email

Answered by Griff Woolley,

Aprilia Performance

You are lucky you’ve only wrecked

the rear disc and probably the pads,

too. There’s been a glut of cheap

Chinese-made copies of Pazzo and

ASV rearsets and levers online

recently and they aren’t identical

copies, which means the surfaces

that bear onto the master cylinder

pushrods are different, taking up

the necessary freeplay so that the

brakes bind ever so slightly. Then it

all heats up and they get tighter. We

had a guy who ‘freshened’ his bike up

in the same way and two miles down

the road the front brake suddenly

started binding and he lost the front,

wrecking his helmet as well as one

side of his bike. Sometimes a ‘bargain‘ 

is not what it first seems.

Inspect FZR carbs for poor fitment

Q Claim ‘without 
prejudice’

I had a filtering accident that wasn’t

my fault. There was minor damage,

so I reported it to my insurer and

didn’t expect to hear anything

further. I later received a call from

a lawyer claiming to be acting on

my insurer’s behalf, asking for a

statement, which I gave. A fortnight

ago I received a letter stating the

claim has been paid out to the other

party on a ‘without prejudice’ basis.

I’m told this means the claim was

so small and with the statements 

from me and the third party

contradicting each other they

decided it was cheaper to pay out

Answered by MCN’s Alison

Silcox, an avowed sat-nav hater

A modern GPS unit on a bike is

a fantastic tool if you know how

to use one, but it’s not the be-

all or the end-all of motorcycle

touring. Old-school navigation 

can give you a much more

flexible touring experience

and is more rewarding than

following a line and some 

arrows on a screen.

Using a map and your own

sense of direction means

you’re more likely to strike out 

somewhere new, find great

riding roads and take in more 

of your surroundings. We

recommend plotting an outline

route before you set off, booking

your accommodation in advance

and calculating on riding

between 250-400 miles a day.

Write a list of the place names

on your route to keep in your

tankbag pocket or tape it to the

tank, with your map stashed in

the bag or a rucksack for easy

reference. Have maps showing

the area around your hotel or 

campsite, so you know how to

navigate to the right street when 

you get there.

In the morning, ride for a

couple of hours, using signs to

follow your route, then stop for

a break and to work out the next

stage. Do the same at lunch and

again in the afternoon, aiming

to be at your hotel by 6pm. Then

consult the map so you can do

it all again the next day. With

no gadget telling you where to

go, it’s a surprisingly liberating 

experience.

Help! I want to go touring,
but I’m afraid of sat-navs...

Q

Offsetting
your losses

More and more new bikes employ

the ‘desaxe’ principle, in which the

vertical centreline of the crankshaft

is offset to the pistons’ centreline.

To picture it, imagine a side-on

engine cut in half. Draw a line from

the centre of the crankshaft up

through the cylinders. On most

bike engines with the piston at top

dead centre, the line intersects

the conrod and passes through the

middle of the piston. In a desaxe

engine the crankshaft is set back

a few mm (or cylinders forwards)

so the line from the crankshaft no

longer passes through the centre of

the piston but to the rear of it.

During the combustion stroke in

a conventional engine, the piston

is pushed into the cylinder wall by

sideways leverage from the conrod 

(now at an angle to the centreline).

By offsetting the cylinders, the

piston’s side thrust against the

bore is reduced. How much offset

depends on crank and conrod

geometry, but can be anything from

4-14mm (the worst side thrust is

during the combustion stroke, which

is why the cylinders are forward of

the crank).

But there are other benefits:

piston rock, the moment when the

thrust load moves from one side

of the piston to the other at top

dead centre, is reduced, making the

engine quieter. Because of a change

in the piston’s motion, the time it

spends close to top dead centre is

increased, giving more time to keep

valves open, get more mixture in,

burn it efficiently, and get it out.

In short, there are few drawbacks

(friction on the compression and

exhaust stroke increases, and

vibration can cause problems on

longer stroke engines).

So why did it take bike engineers

so long to use it, when cars had it for

years? Because they haven’t needed

to. The benefits are only worthwhile 

when extracting small gains at

extremes of engine efficiency –

be they in performance or fuel

economy. On modern bike engines

the hunt for horsepower is over and

the new challenge for engineers is 

improving fuel consumption. 

Using an old-

fashioned map is

a good excuse to

take a breather

Q

TRAVEL & TOURING

Insurers will often 

pay out in full

without addressing

the issue of blame

Andrew

Campbell
Solicitor and author

of the MCN Law

column for the last 

five years

Andrew Campbell, Bikelawyer.

Visit www.bikelawyer.co.uk or

email andrew@bikelawyer.co.uk or 

call 01446 794169

Motorcycle Accident Solicitors

Your legal questions

Q

than dispute the claim, but not

admitting liability. My insurer has

told me I’ll now lose my no-claims. 

Have I been treated properly?

Adam S, email

This highlights the big difference

between what most people think

their insurer’s job is (to fight claims

where you don’t think you were at

fault) and their legal obligation (to

pay out on any successful claim

against you on the condition you

allow them to deal with that claim in

any way they see fit). This includes

settling cases which they think are

uneconomical to defend.

The only thing they can’t do is

settle a claim in a way which would

prejudice your ability to pursue a

claim against the other party. If they

did so you would be able to sue your

insurer. To avoid prejudicing any

potential claim while still dealing

with the other party’s claim they

often settle on a ‘without prejudice’

basis – paying out in full without

addressing the issue of blame.

Any claim paid out, for whatever

reason, counts the same, so if you

don’t have your NCB protected I’m

afraid you would indeed lose it.

53  

Desaxe engines reduce piston

rock when at top dead centre

TECH WATCH



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines. Calls from mobiles will cost more. For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.motorcyclenews.com

Sell today by visiting mcnbikesforsale.com or call 0845 051 5001BUYING&SELLING54

SELL WITH EASE, BUY WITH CONFIDENCE
Get your advert in front of thousands of bikers at mcnbikesforsale.com 

or call us on 0845 051 5001 for more info

Huge
stock for
all models
post 1970. 

we go the extra mile

Fast, competitive international shipping

01484 353 600 • 0845 458 0077 • www.motorworks.co.uk

CONDITION

Need help finding your perfect bike?

Find 100’s of bike reviews online at

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

OR CALL

0844 409 7587BMWAPRILIA

AJS
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www.dkmotorcycles.co.ukPRICES FROM £2995. OVER 60 MACHINES IN STOCK.

SUZUKI VL1500 INTRUDER
2006 BLACK

42694 MILES £4,999

HONDA VTX1300
2007 BURGUNDY

26317 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI VS800 INTRUDER
2005 SILVER

19060 MILES £3,999

YAMAHA
XV17OO WARRIOR 2006 SILVER

6684 MILES £6,999

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2013 WHITE

6423 MILES £7,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON
FXDL DYNA LOW RIDER 2005 BLUE

34788 MILES £7,999

SUZUKI VL1500 INTRUDER
2006 SILVER 9413 MILES

£5,999

SUZUKI LS650 SAVAGE
1996 RED

18645 MILES £2,999

SUZUKI M1500 INTRUDER
2011 BLACK

4991 MILES £7,999

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2012 WHITE

9631 MILES £7,699

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2012 GREY

20593 MILES £6,999

HONDA VTX1300
2007 BLK/RED

19226 MILES £5,999

HONDA VTX1800
2006 BLACK

11363 MILES £6,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 CLASSIC
2008 BLACK

41809 MILES £7,999

KAWASAKI VN2000
2005 BLUE

27105 MILES £6,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 MEANSTREAK
2005 BLACK

30838 MILES £5,999

KAWASAKI VN1600 MEANSTREAK
2005 ORANGE

24895 MILES £6,499

SUZUKI VL1500 BOULEVARD
2006 GREY

30792 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI VS800 INTRUDER
2005 BLACK

20304 MILES £3,999

SUZUKI C50 BOULEVARD
2007 SILVER

49455 MILES £4,799

YAMAHA XV1900 RAIDER
2009 SILVER

17188 MILES £8,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XLH1200 SPORTSTER
2005 WHITE

14531 MILES £5,499

YAMAHA XV1300 MIDNIGHT STAR
2007 BLACK

30334 MILES £4,999

YAMAHA XV1700 ROADSTAR
2004 BLK/RED

12208 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI VL1500 BOULEVARD
2005 BLACK

14902 MILES £5,999

SUZUKI M1800 INTRUDER
2006 BLACK

16996 MILES £6,999

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
2001 BLUE/CREAM

32084 MILES £3,999

HONDA VT750 BLACK SPIRIT
2010 BLACK

9439 MILES £5,499

KAWASAKI VN900 CLASSIC
2006 RED

12468 MILES £4,999

KAWASAKI VN1700 VOYAGER
2010 SILVER

5941 MILES £10,499

HONDA F6-C VALKYRIE
1998 YELLOW

51317 MILES £7,999

HONDA F6-C TOURER
2000 BLACK/RED

40149 MILES £8,799 72893

HONDA F6-C VALKYRIE
1998 BLUE/CREAM

15788 MILES £7,999 73579

HONDA VT1100 SHADOW
2003 RED

19555 MILES £4,599 73569

SUZUKI GSX1300R HAYABUSA
2000 BLACK

48382 MILES £3,699 73318

SUZUKI VS1400 INTRUDER
2002 BLACK/GREY

20952 MILES £3,999 73559

YAMAHA V-MAX
2001 GREY

7821 MILES £5,499 73600

SUZUKI DL1000 V-STROM
2008 BLACK

3275 MILES £5,999

HARLEY DAVIDSON XL883C SPORTSTER
2004 RED

40658 MILES £4,999

YAMAHA XV1900 RAIDER
2008 RED

6501 MILES £8,999

YAMAHA XV1700 ROADSTAR
2006 SILVER

12409 MILES £6,599

TRIUMPH TIGER 1050 ABS
2013 WHITE

5904 MILES £8,999

YAMAHA XVS650 V-STAR
2007 BLACK

10456 MILES £4,499

YAMAHA XVS650 V-STAR
2007 BLACK

29938 MILES £4,799

KAWASAKI KLZ1000 VERSYS
2013 ORANGE

3377 MILES £8,499

01782
861100

CHOOSE FROM
OVER 200

USED BIKES
SELECTED MODELS COME

WITH LIFETIME MOT, SERVICED
WITH 6 MONTHS WARRANTY.

CAN’T GET
FINANCE?
WE CAN
HELP!

WIDE RANGE
OF CLOTHING

AND
ACCESSORIES

APRILIA

for over 10,000
motorcycles

for sale

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000

motorcycles for sale

1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

BMW
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The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000

motorcycles for sale

HARLEY
DAVIDSON

ENFIELD

DUCATI

CCM

BUELL

BMW



Please note that calls to numbers starting 0871 published in the private adverts above are charged at 10p per minute from BT landlines.  Calls from mobiles will cost more.  For more information as to why these numbers are used please see www.mcnbikesforsale.com

www.motorcyclenews.com/digital

Find 1000’s more bikes online at mcnbikesforsale.com #MCNWednesday | 05 August 2015 |57

1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

HONDA

DUCATI
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for over 10,000 motorcycles for sale

KAWASAKIHONDA
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1000’s more

bikes for sale at

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

Check out

www.mcnbikesforsale.com

for over 10,000

motorcycles for sale

SUZUKI

SINNIS

PIAGGIO

MOTO-GUZZI

KYMCOKTMKAWASAKI
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The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

for over 10,000
motorcycles

for sale

TRIUMPH

SUZUKI
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www.mcnbikesforsale.com

YAMAHA

TRIUMPH
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www.hagon-shocks.co.uk
SHOCK ABSORBERS

PART TIMEMOTORCYCLE
INSTRUCTORS REQUIRED FOR
BUSY NORTH LONDON SITE

V Full training given
V No previous experience required
VWeekend work is essential
V You must have held a full bike licence for
over three years

Please contact Daniel Everitt
at Camrider on 0208 0459889
dan.everitt@camrider.com

www.motorcyclenews.com

SITUATIONS VACANT

ANYTHING
CONSIDERED

IMMEDIATE
COLLECTION

ANYWHERE
CASH WAITING

01978821765

07836369642

ALL BIKES
WANTED

DAMAGED
BIKES

20
YEARS

SERVICE

SHOW PLATES
from £9.95
+ £2.00 P&P

Standard Plates
7x5.5, 7x5, 6x4.5, 10x2.5, 9x3, 9x2 ..................£9.95
8x6 Plates.......................................................£11.95
Any other size cut to order ............................+ £1.00
Names or Slogans.........................................+ £1.50
Borders (black) ........ + £1.00 ...... Colour......+ £2.00
Smoked Plates..............................................+ £2.00
Honeycomb backings....................................+ £3.00
Custom Lettered Plates.................................+ £2.00
Polycarb (off road) Plates ....................... from £10.00
Black and Silver acrylic plates ........................£11.95
Black and Chrome acrylic plates.....................£13.95
U.S. Style Harley Plates
8.5x5 or 7x4.5 inc. border, slogan & reg date..£14.95

Credit card orders on

01254 663213
or send cheques or postal orders to

AUTO REG
357 Preston New Rd Blackburn BB2 7AA

PLEASE NOTE: We no longer manufacture ROAD LEGAL PLATES

www.autoreg.net
EXPRESS SERVICE + £2.00

w w w. a a ro n r a d i a t o r. c o. u k

5 4 W h i t e h o r s e L a n e, L o n d o n S E 2 5 6 R Q
w w w. a a ro n r a d i a t o r. c o. u k

Est. 1962

Radiators &
Oil-Coolers
New or repaired

Modern / Classic / Vintage
National Service

EXHAUSTS

‘4–1’s’ ROAD, RACE, CUSTOM,
ENDURO, CLASSIC &

REPLACEMENT ORIGINALS,
4 STROKE ONLY.
1970 TO DATE.

(Also VMax Specialists).

TEL: 024 7644 2054
www.exactrep.co.uk
COBRA MA·RVING EAGLE

ISLE OF MAN

The Trevelyan Hotel
Central Douglas
Quality accommodation from
£35 per night
7 days+
The ideal launching pad for
excursions
Miles of unspoilt beaches minutes
from the Hotel
We have availability for the TT Classics!
Tel: 01624 616631
Mobile: 07624 409482
Email trevelyan@gmail.com

Situated in the small village of Conon

Bridge, 10 miles north of the Highland

capitol Inverness. Offering a high

standard of Bed and Breakfast, with

comfortable en-suite rooms.

www.bikersbandb.com
The Whitehouse, 42 Leanaig Road,

Conon Bridge, Ross-shire. IV7 8BB

Telephone: 01349 861666

NORMANDY
LA MOTTE

BIKE FRIENDLY B&B
Secure covered parking

PHONE BILL OR CAROL
0033-233-510084

www.lamottebandb.fr

BLACK FOREST, GERMANY
Pension Williams

Small
English run
hotel just 5
minutes from
the famous
B500.
Relax, unwind 

and ride some wonderful roads.

www.pension-williams.com
e-mail: info@pension-williams.de
Tel: 0049 7842 2853

0208 293 5335

requires experienced
OWNER RIDERS

FOR BUSY CENTRAL
LONDON COURIER

COMPANY
Minimum & Distance Work.

xda job allocation.
Weekly BAC’s Payment

0207 685 1112

PORTUGAL
PAINTSHOP

HOSTEL & BAR
FIGUEIRA DA FOZ,
SILVER COAST

Bikes, Beaches, Bars & Babes!
Watch Moto GP, WSB, BSB
in our Rossi Sports Bar

Contact Steve & Debbie for more info:-
info@paintshophostel.com
www.paintshophostel.com

Tel: UK +44 (0) 7810 374 522
or Portugal +351 233 436 633

VISORS

PINLOCK

www.ridersoffshore.com

Call now on

01481 728300 

BELGIAN COAST
Bikers Loft Groenedijk

Biker Friendly Motel
Park your Bike inside!

Just outside your room door!
info@grd.be www.grd.be

Tel: 0032 59 268540

0208 293 5335

VULKAN EIFEL, GERMANY.
Pension Haus Schwaben.

Nürburgring, Mosel
& Ardennes close
by. Enjoy some of
the best roads in
Germany.
English run B & B.

Relaxed, friendly & comfortable. Single,
double & 3 bed room. Bar, drying room.
Secure parking.
www.hotel-schwaben.co.uk
info@hotel-schwaben.com
Tel: 0049 6572 4743
Mob: 0049 1515 333 1715

0208 293 5335

ALL BIKES

WANTED
Cash paid, Will collect,

Friendly professional service,
Finance settled,

Approx valuation by phone,
Contact Norman

07747 810259
www.hythehillmotorcycles.co.uk

SHOCK
ABSORBERS

NUMBER
PLATES

SITUATION
VACANT

WANTED &
EXCHANGE

TRIKES &
SIDECARS

CLASSIC &
VINTAGE

HELMET &
VISORS

SPEEDOS

RADIATORS

FORKS

EXHAUSTS

BRAKE DISCS
ACCOMMODATION

CUSTOM

YAMAHA
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INSURANCE

SPARES

MESSAGE ‘BIG ED’ ON FACEBOOK
FOR A DISCOUNT CODE

A fresh
approach to

insurance

Now available in

Republic of Ireland

Call us FREE on:

1800 945 946*

www.principalinsurance.ie

Call us FREE on:

0330 024 1587*

Find out more at www.principalinsurance.co.uk

Principal Insurance is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct
Authority. Calls may be recorded for training and monitoring purposes. *Calls to
this number cost no more than a national rate call to an 01 or 02 number and
must count towards any inclusive minutes in the same way as 01 and 02 calls.

Principal Insurance Ltd, Dalton House,
Dane Rd, Sale, Manchester M33 7AR. 

KAWASAKI

2-12 Bath Road, Bristol, BS4 3DR

EUROPE’S LARGEST PARTS STOCKIST

e: spares ow ers.co.uk

SPARES
Same day dispatch!

0117 972 5597

IN SURREY

CALL 020 8399 7449
FOR ALL YOUR HONDA NEEDS

Most service items reduced
312-320 Ewell Road, Tolworth, Surrey

www.honda-tippetts.co.uk

AUTOCOM
DEALER

GIVI
DEALER

HONDA PARTS IN LONDON AND THROUGHOUT UK!
ALL HONDA PARTS MOTORCYCLE,

MOTOCROSS & POWER EQUIPMENT

ORDER ONLINE, OR CALL:

01728 833020
www.davidsilverspares.co.uk
sales@davidsilverspares.co.uk

s 1000’s of NOS parts, many rare/obsolete
s Reproduction parts for your 60’s-90’s Honda
s  Searches conducted if not in stock

Vintage Honda parts specialist
since
1986

PARTS ACCESSORIES & ESSENTIAL LUBRICANTS FUEL TUBE GIFT IDEAS
Motorcycle Tyre Specialists

TAMWORTH, STAFFS B79 7XA - 2 miles from Junction 10 M42

Large stocks of Motorcycle Tyres
Wheel removal available

Tel: 01827 62174
www.tyrelinkuk.co.uk
sales@tyrelinkuk.co.uk

Need help finding your perfect bike?

www.motorcyclenews.com

SERVICES

TYRES

Main Dealer
Stockist for tyres
DUNLOP, AVON,
BRIDGESTONE,

PIRELLI, METZELER,
MICHELIN

Ride In Ride Out Service
TUBELESS PUNCTURE

REPAIRS

BATTERIES, BRAKE PADS,

CHAINS, SPROCKETS,

ALL FITTING AVAILABLE

MOT TESTING AND
SERVICING ON MOST

MAKES OF MOTORCYCLES

RUSSELL MOTORS
125/127 FALCON ROAD,

BATTERSEA, LONDON SW11 2PE
TEL: 020 7228 1714

Qualstitch
The Bikers Tailor

Alterations,Repairs,
Zip Replacements to
Leathers, Clothing,
Gloves, Boots, Bags.
Seats Recovered.
If it needs Stitching

Contact us.
@Marshalls

T:01332 771716
E:info@qualstitch.com

W:Qualstitch.com

PROFESSIONAL
LEATHER REPAIRS

INSURANCE WORK WELCOME
QUICK TURNAROUND TIME - ALL WORK GUARANTEED

COURIER/POSTAL WELCOME
OPENING TIMES: 9am-6pm Mon-Sat

1 Barrington Close, Oxley,
Wolverhampton WV10 6AZ
TELEPHONE:- 01902 780902
or MOBILE:- 07940 396588
www.splr.co.uk
MIDLANDS

LEATHERS:- ZIPS REPLACED, VELCRO,
CORDURA RE-SIZING, LETTERING & BADGES,
GORE-TEX TEARS & RIPS, PRESS STUDS
BOOTS:- NEW ZIPS, VELCRO & RE-SOLED
GLOVES:- TANK BAGS:- SADDLE BAGS
SEATS:- REPLACING & RESHAPING,
          RECOVERED IN A VARIETY OF COLOURS

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK

CHASBIKES
LTD

TYRES,
SERVICING

MOTs, SPARES
IN CENTRAL LONDON

020 7582 7878

GET IT WITH

The BEST

place to buy

biking kit!

MOTOLINER LTD
Same Day Frame, Fork
and Yoke Straightening

Cast wheels
repaired from £55

11 Yewtree Industrial Estate
Mill Hall, Aylesford, Kent ME20 7ET

www.motoliner.com
(01622) 790705

ABC Tyres Bridgend

HIGH GRADE PART
WORN TYRES

Specialising in
190-55-17, 180-55-17,

120-70-17 tyres
Mail order next day delivery

Tel: 01656 662202

Bike clothing Repairs &
alterations by BYSON.

www.bysonleather.co.uk

Tel: 01763 848949

VERY LITTLE IS IMPOSSIBLE

genuine spare

parts

BIKERS WORLD

Solus Aprilia dealer for all
your Aprilia spares.

(Mail Order)

East Grinstead

01342 325955

G
9421

THE IMAGE WORKS
motorcycle graphics

X Pattern Graphics
X Latest Race Replicas
X One-Offs
X 20 YEARS experience
X Insurance Approved
X Country’s BIGGEST database
X The Professionals choice
All decals are digitally printed onto

one layer of quality vinyl.
CREDIT / DEBIT CARDS ACCEPTED

0115 9443111
WWW.THE-IMAGE-WORKS.CO.UK

01484 353 600

0845 485 0077

www.motorworks.co.uk

TRIUMPHNEW/USEDPARTS/

ACCESSORIESHINCKLEYMODELS.

SPRINTMANUFACTURING

WWW.TRIUMPHPARTS.CO.UK01985

850821
�

LEATHER
REPAIRS

MOTORCYCLE
TRANSPORTATION

LEATHER
REPAIRS

FRAME
STRAIGHTENING

CHROME
PLATING

PAINTWORK

DECALS

UK opening hours: Mon–Fri 8am–8pm, Sat 9am–5pm, Sun 10am–4pm. *Based on a 35 year-old owner of a 2003 Fireblade
saving over 55% on the cost of comprehensive insurance under a Future Classic policy (just £313.10, compared to £707.96 on
our standard scheme). Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority,
firm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered in England and 
Wales no. 2600841.

If your bike is over 10 years old, you could
save money with a ‘Future Classic’ Bike policy.

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend

Carole Nash96

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 093 5577
carolenash.com

Six Wheel  |  Multi-Bike  |  Off Road  |  Custom  |  Future Classic  |  Modern Bike  |  Vintage

/insidebikes.com @insidebikes

My bike is over ten years old 
- so my policy saves me 
up to 45%*

GET IT WITHThe BEST place to buy  
biking kit!
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#thatswhyiride

*Prize draw available to direct quotes only obtained before 31st October 2015.
For full Terms and Conditions please visit www.bennetts.co.uk/whyiride-tcs.
†Full details of Bennetts Exclusives can be found when you purchase a policy, register and log in to  
www.bennetts.co.uk/rewards.

That’s why I ride •

Why ride with Bennetts?

•

•

•

Recommended by riders

Common modifications covered as standard    

24 hour claims

Motorcycle insurance specialist

Bennetts Exclusives Bonuses†

Get a new quote at  

bennetts.co.uk

0800 107 0778

For your chance to win a Suzuki GSX-R1000

and a monthly prize of £250 worth of kit*

For the adventure.

Max, 48, Sheffield

To get away from it all.
Jason, 42, Manchester

“

“

Freephone:

0800 954 9842
Online quotes at: www.bwzz.co.uk

For all your insurance needs - bike, car, van, multi-vehicle, home & travel

O The best policy at the best  
price, buy and save

O We search over 30 insurance
companies

O FREE Breakdown Cover

O FREE legal protection

O Instant cover and instalments

O FREE Helmet & Leathers Cover including 
Personal Accident Cover

Proud sponsors
of the new 2015

Be Wiser
Kawasaki

British Superbike
Team

HARLEY RIDER INSURANCE™

0800 231 5063

Harley-Davidson

Insurance Services*

Opening Hours: Mon-Fri 8am-8pm, Sat 9am-5pm,
Sun 10am-4pm.
HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCE™ is arranged and
administered by Harley-Davidson Insurance Services.
*Harley-Davidson Insurance Services is a trading
style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd
who is authorised and regulated by the Financial
Conduct Authority. Registered in England and Wales
2600841.†Terms and conditions apply, visit
www.harley-davidson.co.uk/insurance.
© H-D 2015. Harley, Harley-Davidson and the Bar &
Shield logo are among the trademarks of H-D U.S.A., LLC.

for a quote and instant cover

CALL & QUOTE REF: HDHG

Win a £250 Harley-Davidson® Dealership voucher†

Call for a quote between 1st Aug to 30th September

2015, to be entered into a free prize draw to win a £250

voucher† to spend within a Harley-Davidson® Dealership 

of your choice.

Plus H.O.G.®�0HPEHUV�DOVR�JHW����Rσ�WKHLU�LQVXUDQFH�

Improved rates for HARLEY | RIDER INSURANCE™ 

J15-3893_HDIS_07/15

For Republic of Ireland quotes call 1800 800 845.
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Opening hours: Mon - Fri 8am - 8pm, Sat 9am - 5pm, Sun 10am - 4pm.
*Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/magsubs-terms-and-conditions. New business Modern, Classic and Six Wheel quotes. **Rider Cover: Both bikes must have comprehensive cover, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/rider-terms-and-conditions. ^Terms and conditions apply, visit carolenash.com/bike-giveaway-terms-and-conditions.
On Modern, Classic or Six Wheel quotes. ^^DNA+ protection system, terms and conditions apply - carolenash.com/dna-terms-and-conditions. Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, fi rm reference no. 307243. Carole Nash is a trading style of Carole Nash Insurance Consultants Ltd, registered 
in England and Wales no. 2600841.

2015

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2013

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

2014

MOTORBIKE INSURANCE

Based on reviews from
January 2015 – June 2015

of customers

would recommend 

Carole Nash96

Carole Nash, a name you can trust

0800 542 6649

carolenash.com

Six Wheel | Multi-Bike | Off Road | Custom | Future Classic | Modern Bike | Vintage

/insidebikes.com @insidebikes

� UK & European breakdown and accident recovery,
including Homestart assistance worth over £100

� Up to £100,000 legal expenses cover in the event of 
an accident which is not your fault

� RIDER COVER** - FREE accidental damage cover 
when riding other bikes

� FREE DNA+ protection system worth £30^^

� Dedicated UK based call centre

CALL & QUOTE MAGS15

FREE magazine subscription 
with EVERY quote*

You’re on to a 
winner with
Carole Nash!

WIN YOUR
BIKING YEAR!
GET A QUOTE TO BE ENTERED

INTO OUR PRIZE DRAW!^
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BIG SUMMER

Get a bike insurance quote for a chance to win one of these

great prizes including MCN Machine of the Year – the MT-07*

PLUS! You could save £150 on your policy**

10 PAIRS OF RST
TRACTECH EVO
RACE GLOVES

10 PAIRS OF
LONDON

MOTORCYCLE
SHOW TICKETS

5 SHARK

AN OXFORD
RP-2 ONE PIECE
LEATHER SUIT

A FREE
MAGAZINE FOR

EVERYONE

*Full details about our big summer giveaway can be found at www.mcncompare.com. Ends midnight on 30.9.2015 **12% of 1350 MCN Compare customers surveyed in October 2014 saved over £150 on their bike insurance. The average saving was £85.22. Source: Bauer Research.
Calls to 0844 numbers on this page cost 5p per minute plus your phone company’s access charge.
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WSB CROWN
NOW WITHIN
REA’S GRASP 

p78

SILVERSTONE ADVERTORIAL
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■ Adults £60 (£70 for electric

hook-up, and an extra £30 to bring 

a live-in vehicle) ■ Kids £15

■ Camping is available for holders 

of weekend tickets only.

All-in price includes

all entertainment, 

Book now

www.silverstone.co.uk

0844 375 0500

Camping pricing

BUOYANT BRADLEY 
READY TO ROCK
On-form Brit primed to inject a real festival atmosphere at the British GP

www.motorcyclenews.com

BRITISH GRAND PRIX – AUGUST 28-30

w w w . s i l v e r s t o n e . c o . u k

B
radley Smith’s recent win at
the prestigious Suzuka 8-Hour
bodes well for the young Brit’s
fortunes. By giving Yamaha

their first win in 19 years at a circuit
owned and dominated by Japanese
rivals Honda, Smith’s now in pole
position to have his contract with the
manufacturer extended.

Having ridden for Tech3 Yamaha
in MotoGP since 2013, Smith has had
a superb season and is currently the
top satellite rider in the class. Having
finished on the podium at Silverstone
in both 125GP and in Moto2, he’ll be
looking to claim a first home MotoGP
podium at the British Grand Prix,
August 28-30.

With Smith on form and Moto3’s
Danny Kent appearing unstoppable,
one thing’s for sure – the 2015 British
GP is going to be one to remember. So
make it a real occasion by spending the
weekend on-site at Silverstone Wood-
lands – the circuit’s official campsite.

Located just 150m from the track,
Silverstone Woodlands is the place
where the fun doesn’t stop when the
chequered flag drops. From live bands
and DJs to big-name stand-up come-

dians, film screenings, and treasure
hunts, Silverstone Woodlands offers
hours of entertainment, day and night.

For those who want to chill out after
a long day at the race track, there’s also
a quieter, family-oriented area that’s
perfect for barbeques. Plus, there’s

also all the facilities you’d expect from
a top-spec campsite – an on-site pub,
steakhouse, food vendors, shop, WiFi,
funfair, games, hot running showers
and clean toilets. Plus there’s a free
shuttle transfer to and from the circuit 
between 7am and 7pm every day.

use of facilities, free parking for

one vehicle, entry to site available

from 10am Wednesday, August 

26 until midday on Monday, 

August 31.

For more info visit

www.silverstonewoodlands.co.uk

Fresh from his Suzuka

8-Hour success, Smith

will be ready to fight

for the podium

Save ££s on
tickets with 
MCN deal
■3DayAdultAdmissionPrice £95

MCN Price£69.35Promo code MCNAUG

■3DayChildAdmission(11–15yrs)Price £35

MCN Price£25.55Promo codeMCNAUG

■SundayAdultAdmissionPrice £80

MCN Price£58.40Promo codeMCNAUGS

■SundayChild(11–15yrs)Price £22

MCN Price£16.06Promo codeMCNAUGS

■3DayAdultAdmissionandGrandstandPrice £115

MCN Price£83.95Promo codeMCNAUG

■3DayChildAdmissionandGrandstandPrice £65

MCN Price£47.45Promo codeMCNAUG

■SundayAdultAdmissionandGrandstandPrice

£100MCN Price£73Promo codeMCNAUGS

■SundayChildAdmissionandGrandstandPrice

£50MCN Price£36.50Promo code MCNAUGS
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Bruce Anstey says his longstanding
133.977mph Ulster Grand Prix lap
record that established the 7.5-mile
Dundrod circuit as the world’s fastest
road race in 2010 will finally be broken
at this week’s event.

“I didn’t think that record would
last this long, but I can see it going this
year,” the Valvoline Padgett’s Honda
star says.

“If it’s dry we’ve just got to smash
it. I don’t know how fast we’ll go, but
with the speeds we’ve been riding
this season I’d say we’re in with a good
shout. Even last year we weren’t far off 

in tricky conditions so on a good day
it will definitely be broken.”

The 45-year-old Kiwi will miss the
presentation of the New Zealand Order
of Merit that he received in the New Year
Honours List as he defends his title as
the world’s fastest road racer on the
Honda Fireblade he raced to victory
in this year’s Superbike TT.

“It’s my fifth year with Padgetts and
my fifth year with the Fireblade so we
know exactly where we are with the
bikes,” Anstey says. “The superbike
handles so well and we’ve been mak-
ing improvements to the engine year
on year. It’s a proven package really so
we’re definitely in a good place.”

Anstey scored his eighth Ulster P
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Anstey happy with

his Padgetts Honda

package

ULSTER PREVIEW

Kiwi rider convinced his own
133.977mph lap record will be
smashed at world’s fastest road race

By Stephen Davison

ROADS RACING REPORTER

Choose the super-snap
Voting opens for prestigious 
photographic competition

Expert judges have trawled through

hundred of entries for the MCN/

Carole Nash MotoFoto and now it’s

over to you! Visit the Carole Nash

insidebikes Facebook page (facebook.

com/insidebikes) now to vote for

your favourite. The top 10 will join the

judges’ top 20 to create a shortlist of

30 photographs.

12 finallists will then be selected

and a public vote will decide the first,

second and third place prize winners.

All 12 images will appear in the

2016 Carole Nash calendar, which

is handed out every year at the

Motorcycle Live show in November.

The photos will also be displayed

on the Carole Nash stand where the 

prize-giving will take place.

Voting begins on August 26.

Prize: £1000 plus
Nikon D7200 +

18-105mm kit worth 
£1119.99

Prize: £600 plus
Nikon 1 J5 + 10-

30mm PD Zoom Lens 
worth £429.99

Prize: £400 plus a
COOLPIX S9900 

worth £279.99

1
st

2
nd

3
rd

THE PRIZES

Left: Barry Macdonald – Action

Supermoto action from the local go

kart track at Boyndie in Scotland, a

lonely day with no other bikes there.

Below: Matt Gardiner - Static

Bike & Bike Art Shot at the Valencia

MotoGP 2014. BMW safety bike rider

static on the start finish straight. 

Right: Dave Fletcher - Action

Taken at 2011 BSB at Croft
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win in 2014, taking home the Man
of the Meeting award as he beat off
Guy Martin’s challenge in the feature
Superbike race. But Anstey will face
stiff opposition from a line-up of strong
rivals who will want to walk away from
the final domestic international road
race of the year on a high.

Principal amongst those will be his
Superbike TT rival, Ian Hutchinson. The
Bingley Bullet and his PBM Kawasaki
had to play second fiddle to Anstey in
the opening six-lapper of TT race week
before dominating the next three races.

“I’m not expecting to turn up at
Dundrod and win everything because
I’ve had so much time away from the
place and I had a terrible time there last
year,” Hutchy says with characteristic
candour. “The positives I can take are
that I didn’t have a good North West last
year, then I had a good North West this
year and the TT was absolutely hor-
rendous last year and I had a fantastic
TT this year!

“I think I should be capable of win-
ning this year, but until I get out there
on a fresh bike and get a fresh start I’ve
got nothing to judge it by,” the 11-times
TT winner explains.

Neither Anstey or Hutchinson have
raced since the TT, leaving Tyco BMW’s
Guy Martin and Michael Dunlop, on his
MD Racing BMW, to do the winning at
the Southern 100 and Armoy. The arch
rivals went head to head three times at
the Southern and twice at Armoy with
each winning a feature race apiece and
Martin taking three wins to Dunlop’s 

two. Road race fans will be hoping to see
their intense rivalry carried on around
the high speed sweeps of Dundrod.

“The Ulster could be my last ride of
the year as I think I’m going to miss
the Scarborough Gold Cup,” Martin
explained at Armoy last week.

“I always look forward to the Ulster
although you really need the weather
to be kind there. The Dundrod track
suits my riding style and I think it will
suit the BMW.”

Michael Dunlop will have the
2015 Buildbase BMW superbike spec

S1000RR that he raced at the TT back
for the Ulster alongside his own super-
stock BMW and CBR600RR Honda for 
the Supersport races. 

“I am looking forward to getting the
superbike back again,” the 26-year-old
said last week.

“The Ulster is the last international
road race of the year and I want to go
out and prove a point. There will be
plenty of competition but I just need
to keep my head down and focus on
doing my job.”

Mar Train Yamaha star Dean Harrison
has been enjoying a good run of form
recently with wins at the Southern 100
on his R6 and at the Cock O’ the North
meeting at Scarborough on the new R1. 

“The R1 is the best it has been all
year,” the 26-year-old said finishing
third behind Dunlop and Martin on
a stock version of the new Yamaha in
the Armoy Race of Legends.

Harrison suffered a broken wrist
when he crashed at Ireland’s Bend dur-
ing last year’s wet Ulster but the Brad-
ford racer is unperturbed as he looks
forward to riding a new R1 superbike
after destroying the previous one in
a practice crash at the Southern 100.

“I feel good and I think the track
should suit the new bike,” he says.

Ulster GP’s
fastest men
■ Bruce Anstey Honda 133.977

■ Guy Martin Suzuki 133.527

■ Michael Dunlop Honda 133.435

■ Keith Amor BMW 133.435

■ Ian Hutchinson Honda 133.427

■ Cameron Donald Suzuki

133.401

Dundrod Circuit length 7.4011miles

2014 RESULTS

Superbike race *

■ 1. Bruce Anstey

■ 2. Guy Martin

■ 3. Lee Johnston

*Due to wet conditions, the 2014

meeting’s second Superbike race 

was cancelled.

‘I just need to keep
my head down

and focus on
doing my job’

MICHAEL DUNLOP

Anstey took the Superbike

win last year from Martin

and Lee Johnston
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Irish road racer Stephen Thompson
was seriously injured in a crash dur-
ing the Superstock race at the North 
West 200 on May 16. As a result of his 
injuries the 39-year-old’s lower left 
arm was amputated. In this, his first 
interview from his hospital bed since 
the accident, Stephen tells MCN how 
he is fighting his way back to fitness 
and of his hopes to race again.

The omens were not good from the 
outset for Stephen Thompson at this 
year’s North West 200. The County 
Antrim man, who earns his living 
as a plasterer, was riding BMWs for 
Rico Penskofer’s Penz13.com squad at 

“All the nerves I had were gone for
some reason but it was really, really
cold and I went into the awning to wait
for the start. One of my mechanics was
eating a cheese sandwich and he gave 
it to me. I ate it and that’s the last thing 
that I remember about the day.”

Stephen’s next memory was wak-
ing up in the Intensive Care Unit of 
the Royal Victoria Hospital, Belfast 
several days later, pulling tubes from 
his throat as he emerged from a coma.

The 39-year-old, who started rac-
ing in 1993, had been unable to avoid 
a crash involving Dean Harrison and 
Austrian rider Horst Saiger near York 
corner on the second lap. With no-
where to go, Thompson collided with 
Saiger’s downed Kawasaki at 130mph. 

Portrush. To earn a few extra quid
he had hired out his own 2014
spec S1000RR to Hungarian racer,
Sandor Bitter, for the event. Dur-
ing Thursday evening’s Superstock 
race, Bitter crashed heavily at the 
Magic Roundabout. The big Budapest 
rider escaped relatively unscathed but 
Thompson’s bike was totally destroyed 
when it burst into flames.

“The main thing is Sandor is 
OK,” Thompson said as he viewed 
the charred remains of his BMW on 
Saturday morning. A few minutes later 
he was lining up on the grid for the re-
run of the Superstock race.

“I remember coming back to the grid 
after the warm-up lap and then there 
was a heavy shower of rain,” he recalls.
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A spectator was injured in the crash 
but neither Harrison nor Saiger were 
badly hurt. Things were very different 
for Thompson.

“I had a broken tibia and fibula in my 
left leg, a smashed knee, a compound 
fracture of my left femur, a broken left 
hand and arm, a busted rib, a smashed 
right hand, torn ligaments, bleeding on 
my brain and a brachial plexus injury 
to my left shoulder,” Stephen recounts, 
before adding with a sardonic smile, 
“apart from that everything was OK!”

The doctors of the MCUI medical 
team were on the scene almost im-
mediately, including Dr John Hinds. 
Hinds, along with Dr Fred MacSorley, 
was one of the famous Flying Doctors 
who follow the racers on their own 

motorbikes. Sadly Doc John, as he was 
affectionately known in the race pad-
dock, lost his life in a crash just a few 
weeks after the North West.

“Doctor John treated the injured 
spectator rather than me that day,” 
Stephen says.

“But he rang the hospital three times 
while I was in theatre. He was keeping 
an eye on me.

“I had a tough time at the start 
when my lungs collapsed but I got over 
that and gathered myself together,” 
Stephen recalls.

“I thought I won’t be here that long 
but that was week two and this is week 
11 and I’m still here!”

In spite of the pain and being forced 
to sample the delights of the food in 

ByStephen Davison

ROADS REPORTER

‘I’VE GOT A LONG WAY
TO GO AND I’M NOT OUT 
OF THE WOODS YET
BUT I WOULD LOVE
TO RACE AGAIN’

ROAD TO RECOVERY

Following his NW200 horror crash, road racer Stephen Thompson 
speaks exclusively to MCN about his fi ght back to fi tness

After being treated by 

the NW200’s travelling 

doctors, Thompson was 

air-lifted to hospital
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‘People might say 

I’m selfi sh but I only 

have one life, I’m only 

getting one go at it’
STEPHEN THOMPSON

‘I hate people 
saying I have lost 
my arm, I’ve only 
lost half my arm’

STEPHEN THOMPSON

A vastly experienced 

racer, Thompson had 

also competed at 

Macau on the Penz13.

com BMW S1000RR

Healing nicely, Thompson 

is proof that you can’t 

keep a good man down

five different hospitals since his crash, 
Thompson has lost none of his char-
acteristic sense of humour. 

“I remember the first wash I got after 
I came round,” he smiles.

“I was lying there naked surrounded 
by five female nurses, being waited on 
hand and foot, and I was thinking this 
must be what it is like to be a king!”

Initially it seemed that Stephen’s 
recovery was going well. 

“I was doing two bouts of physio 
every day and the occupational therapy 
nurses were working on my arm,” he 
recalls. 

“I was pushing myself hard and was 
working on a cross trainer even though 
Gerry my physio bet me that I couldn’t! 
Things were going so well I was being 

allowed home for the weekend.”
It was on his return to hospital from a 

weekend break that Stephen was given 
the devastating news that the injuries 
to his lower left arm were not healing.

The brachial plexus injury to his 
left shoulder had severed all of the 
nerves and muscles into his left arm. 

At the outset doctors assured Stephen 
they hoped to recover some limited 
movement in the arm but suddenly the 
prognosis became much more bleak.

“The arm was not healing and I was 
taken down to theatre immediately, 
after that I was transferred to another 
hospital,” Stephen recalls.

“I was under anaesthetic three times 
in five days having the arm examined 
so I knew it wasn’t good. Then the 
doctors said the muscle had died in 
my arm because there was no blood 
supply,” he says. 

“They told me how bad things were, 
and what could happen.

“I then had a choice to make. I could 
keep the arm but because it was dead 
the poison in it could ruin my life, even 

kill me. Or I could choose to let it go and 
get healthy and be here for my daugh-
ter, Libbie. That is the choice I made.”

Understandably, Thompson was 
floored by the amputation but he has 
bounced back with typical determina-
tion and bloody mindedness.

“I hate people saying I have lost 
my arm, I’ve only lost half my arm,” 
he says. 

“If I just lie down to this my life will 
be ruined and I’m not going to do that. 
I loved my old life and I want it back.” 

Return to racing

Road racing has been a huge part of 
Thompson’s “old life” ever since he 
made his between-the-hedges debut 
at the 1998 North West 200. Although 
some people might find it difficult to 
comprehend after all he has suffered, 
the Crumlin rider now wants to return 
to the sport if he can overcome the 
limitations of his arm injury.

“There are a lot of ‘ifs” and I am 
not out of the woods yet but if I can 
I would love to race again,” Stephen 
says cautiously.

“First I have to have an operation 
that will give me upper arm movement 
because at the moment I don’t have any 
feeling there,” he explains.

The surgical procedure will involve 
the transplant of nerves from Stephen’s 
chest into his neck, followed by months 
of physiotherapy, but he feels the end 
result will be worth it. 

Although he admits his family may 
not be “over the moon” with his plans, 
Thompson says getting back to riding 
motorbikes fast will provide him with 
the motivation he needs to get out of 
his hospital bed and back on his feet.

A hugely experienced competitor, 

having raced in the British 250cc and 
Superstock championships, and on 
road race circuits in Ireland, the Isle 
of Man and Macau, Thompson is un-
der no illusions as to the challenges 
that lie ahead. 

“I was thinking that my racing was 
over,” he explains. “I know the whole 
of my life could have been over, but I 
was thinking about the racing. Then 
it just came into my head that if the 
operation goes well we can sort out a 
prosthetic limb that suits me and there 
won’t really be anything to stop me 
racing again. There are other people 
who have done it so why can’t I?”

“I might not be able to ride in the 
same races I rode in before the crash 
but maybe I can ride in less pressured 
races that will suit me,” he reflects.

What does he say to the people who 
say he is selfish, or even mad, to con-
template racing again?

“People might say I am being self-
ish but I only have one life, I am only 
getting one go at it. I have to decide,” 
is his retort.

Inundated with well wishers 
and visitors from the racing world, 
Thompson is now on a mission to get 
back into the thick of the action and 
he has no time to waste.

“I am out of this year but I am not 
out of all of next year,” he says with 
a big grin.

“Maybe it is just the way a racer’s 
mind works but I would definitely miss 
the buzz of waking up on the morning 
of a race with that sick feeling in your 
stomach, the scared feeling you get 
before you go out. I was always scared 
before the start of the Macau GP, but it 
was nowhere near as scary as being in 
this hospital!”
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Shane Byrne says that the Thruxton 
round of the British Superbike champi-
onship was one of the worst weekends 
of his career after serious set-up issues 
hampered the quadruple champion 
all weekend. 

Qualifying in a lowly 17th on his 
PBM Kawasaki – his worst qualifying 
position in five years – the 38-year-old 
heaped praise on his team after he was 
able to make amends with a brilliant 
race day performance that secured 
him a fourth and second place finish.

“I wasn’t too sure we’d make it to 
the podium this weekend at all,” he 
said. “In all of the years I’ve ridden for 
Paul Bird Motorsport, be it on Hondas, 
Kawasakis or Ducatis, I don’t ever re-
call such a difficult weekend. But it’s 
those weekends that make you pull 
together as a team, and at 10pm on 
Saturday we were still in the garage 
working together.”

Byrne has his ZX-10R set up super-
stiff to make the most of his hard-
braking and fast accelerating riding 
style, but unlike the majority of other 
circuits where it works well, Byrne 
suffered with an acute lack of drive out 
of the corners at Thruxton.

Shakey explained: “The bike either 
wanted to bury itself into the ground 
or just sit there and spin. It made for a 
very odd weekend for us and we’ve gone 
from taking a double double, to a second 
position, and then qualifying 17th! Paul 
Bird has already said that whatever it 
takes next year we’ll beat this place, 
even if we have to build another bike 
exclusively for Thruxton. Obviously 

day. When we race, we know what 
each other is going to do – you know 
what to expect.”

In a sport where riders are defined 
by their bad days as well as their good, 
Byrne showed his pedigree by walking 
away with another podium credit to 
add to his tally, as well as a now secure 
spot in the Showdown.

With the next round of the season at 
Cadwell Park, a track that should suit 
Shakey and the ZX-10R, it’s hard to 
imagine Byrne’s now traditional mid-
season slump will extend to anything 
like last year’s 11-race win drought.

Shakey pulls vital points out of the bag after
qualifying in a miserable 17th position

our bike doesn’t work here, so that’s 
what we’ll do; that’s how committed 
him and the team are.”

More used to riding at the very 
front of the series with riders like 
Josh Brookes and James Ellison, Byrne 
was left to pick his way through slower 
riders in the field, which called for a 
surprising change in riding style.

“Those boys down the field... they 
want to win the race at every single 
corner,” he said. “It doesn’t work like 
that, and I can’t understand how they 
haven’t fathomed it yet. Give me some 
battles with Josh or James or Kiyo any 

The Kent rider fought 

from 17th to fourth in 

race one

Kiyonari: no idea how 

to fix troublesome 

front end
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Kiyo: ‘Maybe it’s time to fi nish racing’

Byrne finally had an opportunity to spray the bubbly after Thruxton’s second race

Buildbase BMW rider Ryuichi 

Kiyonari had yet another disastrous 

weekend at Thruxton, with the 

former triple British Superbike 

champion leaving the Hampshire 

circuit with no points.

Struggling yet again with front-

end feeling, the Japanese rider was 

left totally at a loss to explain why 

he was unable to finish better than 

17th. He even admitted that his 

run of form has been so bad he’s 

contemplated walking away from 

the sport.

“I was quite happy before 

qualifying – we didn’t qualify well 

but I thought we had race pace,” 

said Kiyo. “Maybe the temperature 

changing didn’t help, but we just 

didn’t have the pace. It’s a problem 

with the feeling at the front, but I 

don’t understand why and we have 

no idea how to fix it.

“I’ve tried hard all weekend, but 

nothing works. Sometimes I can’t 

push because of the feeling; I just 

don’t know. Maybe it is better for 

me to finish racing, to finish my 

BYRNE’S BATTLE

career; it feels like there’s no point 

in me continuing.”

Even the unprecedented step of 

reverting to the 2014 BMW S1000RR 

that he took to second in the series 

last year wasn’t enough to regain 

any of the feeling he had last year.

“We raced the old bike here but it 

just felt the same as the 2015 bike, 

it was not like last year. It feels like 

a completely different bike. Maybe I 

need to spend more time on the 2014 

bike; we had no testing at the start 

of the season so it has not been an 

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

AT THRUXTON

BSB REPORTER
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‘In all the years I’ve 
ridden for Paul Bird 
I’ve never had such 
a difficult weekend’

SHANE BYRNE

Possibly the unluckiest rider in BSB, 
James Ellison has been struck once 
again by misfortune, being in the wrong 
place at the wrong time during the 
opening race at Thruxton and coming 
away with a broken wrist.

Following Richard Cooper when the 
Anvil Hire TAG Kawasaki rider’s engine 
blew, both Ellison and Christian Iddon 
went down hard on the oil at the fast 
Church Corner.

“The race itself was going well,” 
Ellison said. “We were running in 
the front group and I could see some 
of the guys in front were beginning to 
lose grip while I was still feeling par-
ticularly good. Going through Church 
on lap six I was sitting behind Cooper 
when his engine went, throwing oil all 
over my bike and visor - to the point 
where I couldn’t see. 

“I moved off line and was about to 
lift my visor so I could see but the bike 
came round on me as the tyres were 
covered in oil and I highsided. It was 
possibly the fastest crash I’ve ever had, 
and the result is a broken left wrist. It’s 
gutting and we seem to never have any 
luck - just like Snetterton it was a crash 
through no fault of our own which has 
given us a big setback.”

Ellison’s position in the Showdown 
remains intact and he enjoys a 54-point 
cushion to Dan Linfoot, the most likely 
contender for the final place.

Ellison left Thruxton with a broken 

wrist after a rapid highside at Church

LUCKLESS 
ELLISON 
INJURED 
AGAIN  OFFICE

easy start to the year for us.”

Despite the obvious 

comparisons to Kiyo’s disastrous 

2013 season when he rode for 

Honda, he says there’s no pressure 

coming from the team. 

But with rookie team-mate Lee 

Jackson now only 13 points adrift 

of Kiyonari in the championship, 

there’s no doubt Kiyonari’s future 

in the squad will be in question.  

Team boss Steve Hicken 

admitted: “We can’t make any 

excuses for Kiyo’s results. 

Everyone can see we’re struggling 

and we’re not sure why. It’s not 

good for Kiyo, it’s not good for us.”

THRUXTON 2/8/2015

Josh Brookes

50 points

Double win gives him the

championship lead

Dan Linfoot

31 points

Solid points fire him up

the top 10 in title chase

Luke Mossey

26 points

Stunning debut podium

for young Kawasaki man

1

2

3

BSB

RACE TOP SPEEDS

CHAMPIONSHIP TOP 10 SUPERSPORT STANDINGS LAPS LED AT THRUXTON

FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS FINAL POSITIONS

BSB RACE TOP SPEEDS

FASTEST TIMES

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

POSITIONS

1’14.884
Josh Brookes, Race 2

Gains & losses (Grid v finish)

BiggestgainersR2

After7rounds After7rounds Top2

RACE 1 RACE 2 SUPERSPORT

MAINWARING

156.4

156.7

155.7

155.7

155.7

154.6

Mainwaring

BROOKES

Kennedy

HOPKINS

Westmoreland

Iddon

Bridewell

Hickman

Supersport 145.8mph

( Reid)

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

BSB RESULTS

33

2

1 Brookes
Yamaha

2 Linfoot
Honda

3 Westmoreland
Kawasaki

4 Byrne
Kawasaki

5 Mainwaring
Kawasaki

1 Brookes
Yamaha

2 Byrne
Kawasaki

3 Mossey
Kawasaki

4 Bridewell
BMW

5 Linfoot
Honda

BSB Qualifying

BSS Qualifying

Superstock
1000 Qualifying

1’14.464
Brookes

1’15.909
Stapleford

1’17.239
Jenkinson

QBrookes

QBridewellQKiyonariQ Linfoot
Q Easton, 3QHopkins, 2

QByrne Q Ellison

BSS RESULTS

1 Brookes AUS 19’03.878

2 Linfoot GBR +4.479

3 West’land GBR +9.802

4 Byrne GBR +14.134

5 Mainwaring GBR +14.347

6 Mossey GBR +14.778

7 Kennedy IRL +14.936

8 McConnell AUS +15.223

9 Laverty GBR +16.146

10 Jessopp GBR +16.356

11 Backlund SWE +16.553

12 Jenkinson GBR +16.984

13 Hutchinson GBR +17.125

14 Waters AUS +17.226

15 Walker GBR +25.082

16 Mackenzie GBR +39.968

17 Zanotti GBR +40.361

18 Burrell GBR +40.881

1 Brookes AUS 266

2 Byrne GBR 254

3 Ellison GBR 147

4 Easton GBR 139

5 Laverty GBR 115

6 Bridewell GBR 112

7 O’Halloran GBR 103

8 Linfoot GBR 93

9 Cooper GBR 76

10 Mossey GBR 70

1 Stapleford GBR 269

2 Ryde GBR 241

3 Irwin GBR 203

4 Dixon GBR 162

5 Reid GBR 130

6 Rispoli USA 116

7 Collier GBR 103

8 Hedger GBR 93

9 Hornsey GBR 92

10 Webb GBR 88

1 Brookes AUS 25’59.029

2 Byrne GBR +5.580

3 Mossey GBR +5.766

4 Bridewell GBR +7.821

5 Linfoot GBR +8.558

6 Laverty GBR +9.020

7 Mainwaring GBR +9.323

8 Jessopp GBR +9.405

9 Jackson GBR +9.621

10 Waters AUS +9.699

11 Hutchinson GBR +10.116

12 Walker GBR +10.841

13 Jenkinson GBR +10.961

14 Backlund SWE +12.238

15 McConnell AUS +16.341

16 Mackenzie GBR +17.320

17 Kiyonari JPN +17.474

18 Winfield GBR +18.440

Pos Rider Nat Race time

Pos Rider Nat Points Pos Rider Nat Points

Pos Rider Nat Race time

■ Length: 2.356 miles

■ Corners: 12 – 5 left, 7 right

■ Track conditions: R1 Dry. Air temp 

22.8°c, track temp 41.7°c

 R2 Dry. Air temp 23.6°c, track temp 

39.4°C

156.7MPH

Race one

1. Stapleford. 2. Ryde. 3. Rispoli. 

4. Hornsey. 5. Reid. 6. Irwin. 7. 

Hedger. 8. Wilson. 9. Webb. 10. 

Dixon. 11. Neill. 12. Estment. 13. 

Perrin. 14. Collier. 15. Farmer. 

16.Hipwell. 17. Pett. 18. Campbell. 

19. Coventry. 20. Paulo. 21. 

Daley. 22. Philp. 23. Allingham. 

24.Wakefield. 25.Thompson. 26. 

Henry. 27. Bayford. 28. Dixon. 

29. Cox. 30. Pead. 31. Tarren. 

32. Lund. 

Race two

1.Stapleford. 2. Reid  3. Dixon. 

4. Irwin. 5. Hedger. 6.Ryde. 7. 

Wilson.  8. Hornsey. 9. Webb. 10. 

Hipwell. 11. Collier. 12. Perrin. 13. 

Estment. 14. Neill. 15. Paulo. 16. 

Allingham. 17. Daley. 18. Farmer. 

19. Wakefield. 20. Thompson. 

21. Dixon. 22. Cox. 23. Henry. 24. 

Tarren. 25. Lund. 26 Pead. DNF: 

Rispoli. Philp. Pett. Campbell. 

Coventry. Bayford. 

NEWS IN BRIEF
O Honda Racing’s Jason O’Halloran 

could be out for the rest of the 2015 

season. He crashed out heavily during 

qualifying after making contact with 

Howie Mainwaring-Smart. Both riders 

attempted to take avoiding action... 

in the same direction! The Australian 

broke his right femur in two places 

in the crash. After a race control 

investigation decision, Mainwaring-

Smart was deemed to have been 

innocent of any blame; a decision that 

many in the paddock disagreed with.

O Milwaukee Yamaha’s second rider 

Broc Parkes sat out the weekend, citing 

swelling in his forearm following arm 

pump surgery. The team insisted that 

his replacement, Adam Jenkinson - 

who finished 12th and 13th – was only 

temporary, but Parkes nonetheless 

fuelled speculation regarding his future 

by confirming he would immediately 

fly to Japan for a two-day Michelin 

MotoGP tyre test.

O With the seeming collapse of 

the Forward Racing MotoGP team, 

former BSB front-runner Loris Baz is 

rumoured to be searching for a return 

to the series. With ongoing speculation 

regarding Parkes’s Milwaukee future 

the Yamaha seat could be a possibility 

for the Frenchman.
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BROOKES TAKES
DOUBLE DOUBLE

Josh Brookes took an important step to
the 2015 MCE British Superbike cham-
pionship he desperately craves, after an
impressive double victory at Thruxton
saw him leave the Hampshire circuit
leading the championship standings.

Blitzing the opposition to finish near
the front of every session all week-
end, his exceptional race pace on the
Milwaukee Yamaha gave the Aussie

JOSH BROOKES

‘Thruxton is an
odd track, but

thankfully it seems
to click with me’

the speed advantage he needed to
take his second double victory in as
many rounds.

And, worryingly for his rivals,
Brookes admitted after the races
that while he looked dominant at the
Hampshire circuit, there’s still many
improvements left to come from the
still-in-development R1.

“The bike wasn’t perfect, but you
only have to win at the slowest possible
speed,” he said. “The bike was ninety
five per cent, and maybe a few more
days of testing here would have given
us more improvements – but, gener-
ally speaking, I can’t criticise it at all.

“At Brands, we were probably in the
same place – good enough to win, but
not enough to give me the maximum.
There are always areas where I know
the bike can be better, but at the minute
we can settle for a compromise that
gives us the minimum we need to win.”

But win he did, extending his record
at the fast, bumpy circuit; a track that
he’s made his own in recent years.
Backing up last year’s double win with
another this year, the distinctive nature
of the track nonetheless makes it harder
to gauge the continuing improvements
from the bike against his rivals.

“Brands is always much more of a

SIMON PATTERSON

simon.patterson@motorcyclenews.com

AT THRUXTON

BSB REPORTER

benchmark for us,” added Brookes. 
“When the bike works at Brands it 
works everywhere, but just look at 
here – you see very different people on 
the podium. It’s just an odd track, but 

thankfully, it just seems to click with 
me; I’ve got a feel for it.”

Even taking into consideration the 
unusual nature of Thruxton, Brookes 
now has a powerful ally on his side: 
momentum. Carrying forward a wave 
of confidence to Cadwell Park – another 
circuit where he traditionally goes well, 
Brookes looks like he is peaking at just 
the right time.

He had never gone into the BSB 
Showdown as title favourite. If the 
Australian can extend the title lead 
he now holds (as well as his stash of 
podium credits) 2015 could finally be 
his year for title glory.
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Brookes holds off Dan 

Linfoot and John Hopkins in 

race one. He left Thruxton 

with a 12-point series lead

With four visits to the top 
step in the last four races, 
Brookes is getting a taste 

for champagne

Embarrassing 
crash on the 
slow down lap
Despite his double victory, the 

day wasn’t without incident 

for Brookes, who suffered an 

embarrassing slowing down lap 

crash on his Milwaukee Yamaha.

Attempting a rolling burnout 

in front of the grandstand the 

Australian was quick to laugh 

off the low-speed tumble.

“To end the day with a crash 

doing a burnout was typical. If 

someone is going to do it, it is 

going to be me. So I need to say 

congratulations to me for that!”

Thankfully he saw the funny side

‘We’ve worked out
the problems. The
bike is ready to be

on the podium,
and so am I’

JOHN HOPKINS

No-one can blame Hopkins for failing

to finish with a sheared exhaust

HOPPER RUES
LOST CHANCE

John Hopkins’ return to the BSB
championship was a weekend of what
ifs at Thruxton, after first mechani-
cal problems and then a small crash
left him unable to show his potential,
and that of the Lloyds British Moto
Rapido Ducati.

Making the second of his wildcard
appearances on the 1199 Panigale, the
American finally proved the pace of
the Italian machine. Running at po-
dium pace the entire weekend, only
a sheared exhaust in race one and,
by his own admission, a silly crash
in race two, prevented his chances
of podium glory.

“Two podiums were absolutely
possible, but for whatever reason it
wasn’t to be,” said Hopkins. “We’re
not in a points chase for a title, so
there’s no frustration in that respect,
but knowing that I could have given
the team two podiums is a shame –
they just both got away from us!

“The crash was a hundred per cent
my fault; what can I say? We were
starting to lose a little bit of grip
when the safety car came out, but I
felt that I had the pace to stay with
Brookes at the front.

“I just cut it a little too close
though, clipped the kerb and went
down. When the tyres were new, I
was running over the kerb with no
issues, but that time it tucked; I al-
most saved it, but the front was gone.”

Despite the lack of results,
Hopkins has proved that he can get
more from the machine than injured
regular rider Jakub Smrz, prompting
the team to confirm that Hopkins will
replace the Czech rider permanently
until the end of the season.

He added: “I feel so comfortable
on the bike, and while we’ve had a
few little issues throughout my time

on the bike, they’re things that most
teams find during the days and days
of testing they get done at the start
of a season.

“We’re getting there, we’ve worked
out the problems, and the bike is
definitely ready to be on the podium.
And so am I!”

Mossey’s
giant leap
It was a big weekend for Luke Mossey,
as the Supersport graduate made his
first ever trip to the BSB podium in
the second race of the day to back up
a strong front row start.

He’s been on the brink of a break-
through all season and has shown
an impressive turn of speed – al-
though often only for a single lap.
But at Thruxton, the Quattro Plant
Kawasaki rider surprised many when
he took the fight to defending cham-
pion Shane Byrne in the closing stages
of the first race.

“After getting on the front row,
there was a lot of talk about podiums,”
he said. “The aim every weekend is
to be top 10 - but I think after this
weekend we now have to start push-
ing now for top sixes. Podiums don’t
come that regularly for me, being a
newcomer, but if we can be top six for
the rest of the season it’ll be a massive
achievement.”

“To be battling with someone like
Shakey, pulling the moves I was
pulling on him, gave me a massive
confidence boost for the remainder
of the year. He’s got the legs on me
in terms of experience, but time will
change that!”

Westie’s
reinvention
James Westmoreland made his first 
ever trip to the British Superbike po-
dium, turning around a horrendous 
start to his season after convincing 
his JG Speedfit Kawasaki team to 
start from scratch with his ZX-10R.

“If I told you what we’ve changed 
I’d have to kill you!” he joked. “Every 
part of the bike is different this week-
end. I spent the last five rounds wast-
ing tyres and fuel. I’ve always been 
quick, I just need something that suits 
me - and I need to give the team full 
credit, because they gave it to me.”

Believed to be a complete reinven-
tion of the bike into a package much 
closer to a stock road bike than the 
braced and rigid machine used by 
team-mate James Ellison, the added 
grip meant even after a disastrous 
start he made impressive headway.

And, despite a technical problem 
that robbed him of the chance to re-
peat the feat in race two, he was able 
to gain much-needed confidence for 
the rest of the season.

He added: “Three or four weeks 
ago a lot of people had written me 
off. This weekend, we proved that 
when I have the tools I need, I can 
run at podium pace.”

Hopkins admits 

clipping the kerb 

was his own fault



www.motorcyclenews.com

76  SPORT WSB  |  ROUND 10  |  SEPANG

‘THAT LAST 
CORNER 
WAS 

TITLE FIGHT GOES ON

Ducati man puts it 
all on the line to take 
fourth race win of 2016

Having been beaten to the flag in a
thrilling opening race in Sepang, Chaz
Davies exacted revenge on Jonathan
Rea by securing victory in race two and
denying Rea from taking the coveted
WSB crown at the Malaysian round.

Having had race one hijacked by Rea,
Davies called upon all his experience,
race craft and a willingness to get his

elbows bruised to get the job done and
secure his third race win in four races.

“I thought I had race two won with
a few laps to go but I was in difficulty,
as I was in race one; it just came a bit
later in the second race,” said Davies.
“There was nothing I could do. I worked
harder in the last laps but was slower
than when I was trying hard in the
opening laps.”

The speed at which Rea made up
ground at the end of race two was
astounding, but for Davies it was as
much down to him slowing as it was
Rea speeding up.

“It was just a drop of pace in the last
laps, not a mistake,” he said. “I saw
the gap at 2.4 with two laps to go and
I was semi-confident. But then I saw
1.4 with one lap to go and I knew what
was going to happen. The last lap was
at the limit but it was still pretty poor.”

The last corner, where he and Rea
collided as Davies countered a pass
down the straight with some very late
braking was thrilling to watch. “The
last corner was tight,” said Davies. “I
could hear Johnny coming and for the
two corners before the last one I de-
fended the line. Whether it was right or

wrong I am not sure, but I felt I had to
try it. He came to my left as he passed
and I quickly made a decision to cross
over to his left and just went a fraction
later than him on the brakes. He was

nearly on the limit; I was definitely on 
the limit. I was at my normal braking 
marker but because I was so tight, I had 
to cut the white line on the inside. The 
front was folding the whole time so I 
am glad that both of us stayed upright.”

Both Davies and Rea were cool about 
the last corner clash, with Davies mak-
ing light of it. 

“He would have been able to see me 
at that point, he is a motocross rider, he 
knows these tricks! It probably looks 
like I was more at fault for the contact 
on the TV but I think we can both take 
an equal share of that. 

Multiple BSB & TT wins

www.BikeHPS.com
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Before end of deferred period, you can settle in full with no interest charged (just a £29 settlement fee) or, continue with monthly repayments and interest. Calls may be recorded for training/security purposes. E&OE.

01773 831122
CALL US TODAY TO DISCUSS THE PERFECT WHEELS FOR YOUR BIKE

WINNING WHEELS, AT A PRICE THAT’S RIGHT!
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ever developed, to deliver multiple wins worldwide... 
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GORDON RITC
AT SEPANG

WSB REPORTER

‘The front was 
folding the whole 

time so I’m glad we 
stayed upright’

CHAZ DAVIES
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SEPANG 02/08/15

Jonathan Rea
45 points at Sepang

Just six points away

from clinching title now

Chaz Davies
45 points at Sepang

Moved to second in the

championship.

Sylvain Guintoli
26 points at Sepang

Still no win in 2015 for

the 2014 champion.

1

2

3

WSB

TOP SPEEDS

CHAMPIONSHIP TOP 10 CHAMPIONSHIP TOP 10 LAPS LED AT SEPANG

FINAL POSITIONS

FINAL POSITIONS

FINAL POSITIONS

WSB RACE TOP SPEEDS

FASTEST TIMES

LAPS LED THIS SEASON

POSITIONS

2’03.654
Fastest race lap WSB: 

Sykes (Race 1)

BiggestgainersR1(grid vfinish)

Biggestgainers R2

Riders after nine rounds Ridersafter nine rounds Top3

RACE 1

RACE 2

SUPERSPORT

192.81
TORRES

MPH  

190.08

192.81mph

189.58

189.58

189.02

187.47 Lowes (R2)

187.47

Torres (R2)

DAVIES

Biaggi (R1)

SYKES

Sykes (R2)

REA

Haslam (R2)

Rea (R1)

Mercado (R2)

WSS

Menghi 166.09mph

■  Length:  3.44 miles
■  Corners: 15 - 5 left, 10 right
■  Longest straight: 0.572 miles
■  Conditions Race 1: Dry. Air temp 31°C, 
track temp 43°C
Race 2: Dry. Air temp  31°C, track  
temp 39°C

CHAMPIONSHIP DASHBOARD

WSB RESULTS

1

11

20

1 Rea
(Kawasaki)

2 Davies
(Ducati)

3 Biaggi
(Aprilia

4 Guintoli
(Honda)

5  Sykes
 (Kawasaki) 

1 Davies
(Ducati)

2 Rea
(Kawasaki)

3 Torres
(Aprilia)

4 Guintoli
(Honda)

5  VD Mark
 (Honda)

WSS

SUPERSTOCK  
1000

2’09.338
(Sofuoglu)

N/A

■ Davies■Rea ■ Sykes

WSS RESULTS

1 Rea GBR 452

2 Davies GBR 308

3 Sykes GBR 295

4 Haslam GBR 259

5 Torres ESP 186

6 Guintoli FRA 162

7 VD Mark NED 125

8 Giugliano ITA 119

9 Lowes GBR 112

10 Baiocco ITA 107

1 Sofuoglu TUR 168

2 Cluzel FRA 155

3 Jacobsen USA 140

4 Zanetti ITA 113

5 Rea GBR 88

6 Rolfo ITA 68

7 Smith GBR 67

8 Baldolini ITA 50

9 Gamarino ITA 47

10 Wilairot THA 46

1   Jacobsen USA 30’21.294

2   Cluzel FRA +0.091

3   Zanetti ITA +3.387

4   Sofuoglu TUR +3.456

5   Smith GBR +9.507

Pos Rider Nat    Points Pos Rider Nat    Points

Pos Rider Nat     Race time

1   Rea GBR 33’33.964

2   Davies GBR +0.121

3   Biaggi ITA +10.695

4   Guintoli FRA +15.433

5   Sykes GBR +17.983

6  Lowes GBR +23.758

7   Haslam GBR +24.854

8  Baiocco ITA +28.306

9   Canepa ITA +31.098

10   Torres ESP +34.105

11   Salom ESP +37.107

12   De Puniet FRA +37.378

13   Camier GBR +39.656

14 Ramos ESP +43.451

15   Mercado ARG +48.476

16 Ponsson FRA +1’01.166

Pos Rider Nat     Race time

1   Davies GBR 33’36.466

2   Rea GBR +0.091

3   Torres ESP +5.008

4   Guintoli FRA +13.130

5   VD Mark NED +15.801

6  Haslam GBR +15.970

7   Salom ESP +24.561

8  Lowes GBR +26.526

9   Baiocco ITA +28.528

10   Ramos ESP +31.598

11   Canepa ITA +33.568

12   Camier GBR +34.806

13   De Puniet FRA +46.521

14  Sykes GBR +48.964  

15   Mercado ARG +49.865

16 Ponsson FRA +1’04.171

Pos Rider Nat     Race time

■ Guigliano■ Haslam■ VD Mark

“He’s got the better of me three 
times in last-lap battles this year, 
so it is nice to win one! I’m also 
second in the championship now 
which was a bit of a surprise. I said 
on Thursday that the goal now is 
to finish second in the title chase. 
I thought it may be five points here, 
five points there - but to move up to 
second today after just one week-
end, and claw back 19 points on Tom 
Sykes, is a good strong weekend. 

“This was one of our most dif-
ficult races last year but we were 
bang on target.”

BRIT WATCH SEPANG

Leon Haslam
Aprilia Racing Team

Q: 8th, R1 7th, R2 6th, 

Overall 4th.

“The rear tyre dropped 

off badly in race one. In race two we 

made changes to the electronics and 

chassis and I rode smoothly, but kept 

losing the front everywhere. I rode the 

wheels off it for a seventh and a sixth.”

Alex Lowes
Voltcom Crescent 

Suzuki

Q: 5th, R1 6th, R2 8th, 

Overall 9th.

“I got involved in the first corner 

incident in race two, which ruined my 

race. It was either run over Max Biaggi 

or anchor up and go left. I got back up 

to eighth. I think I had two solid rides.”

Leon Camier
MV Agusta Reparto 

Corse

Q: 13th, R1 13th, R2 12th, 

Overall 14th.

“We made chassis improvements but 

we knew it was going to be hard. I’m 

looking forward to the summer break 

for the boys to sort a different engine, 

chassis and electronics specs.”

CRESCENT TO RUN 
YAMAHA SQUAD?
With the Suzuka 8-Hour finished and 
a long break in the WSB series until 
September 20, rumours surrounding 
the 2016 season were rife in Malaysia.

Number one on the list was that 
Crescent Racing will run the official 
Yamaha WSB team next year. No-one 
from Crescent was prepared to confirm 
it as they still await either confirmation 
or cancellation of their long-standing 
deal to run Suzuki’s WSB project.

Dorna’s Javier Alonso said at Sepang: 
“We all know that Yamaha is going to 
come but they have not yet made it of-
ficial.” If they do it seems certain they 
will use a respected privateer team with 
big WSB experience, such as Crescent.
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Jonathan Rea downplayed his chances
of sealing the World Superbike title in
Sepang the moment he arrived at the
Malaysian circuit, but he ended up
coming pretty close.

With a 125-point advantage going
into the weekend and just three rounds
remaining after Sepang, Rea needed to
outscore his team-mate Tom Sykes by
25 points to wrap up the title.

And given the form of his main title
rivals Sykes and also Ducati’s Chaz
Davies in recent races, it looked se-
riously unlikely that the Northern
Irishman could do or be prepared to
risk enough to do it – but he certainly
came close.

Rea kept his cool as team-mate Sykes
rocketed away at the start of race one.
But he caught Sykes and then came out
on top after an epic battle with Chaz
Davies to clinch the opening encounter.
So he started the second race with a
realistic chance of clinching the world
title. And after his closest title rival
and team-mate Sykes collided with
Max Biaggi (see right) and dropped
out of contention, it was all looking
rather likely.

Another thrilling battle between
Rea and Davies ensued and it was only
Davies’s hard-charging, late-brak-
ing, front tyre-pushing commitment
that denied Rea the win. The cham-
pagne remains on ice until the 11th
round of the championship at Jerez on
September 20.

“Halfway around the last lap I re-
alised it would be possible to win the
second race,” explained Rea, who
would have become champion had he
been able to make the pass on Davies
stick. “I made sure I got good drive onto
the back straight and I passed and got

win the title – there were no celebra-
tions planned and no championship-
winning T-shirts printed.

He was also on the other side of the
world on his own with no family and
friends at the Malaysian circuit, partly
because his wife Tatia is pregnant.

“If I had won the championship here
my wife would not have spoken to me
for a day or two,” said Rea. “I really did
not expect to even be in a position to
win the title here because we prepared
nothing and I think we are more geared
up for Jerez at the next round. Math-
ematically it was possible here, but
realistically the way my championship
rivals are riding right now it is hard to

Daring Davies keeps title race alive, but now Kawasaki star only needs six points 

through clean, but Chaz let the brakes 
off and dived to the inside and we had
contact. I don’t blame him for that – I
would do the same – but I did almost
crash. I am lucky to have finished.”

Rea has enjoyed a stellar season in
2015 since joining the factory Kawasaki
team. Racing to win each and every
weekend he has now secured a peerless
record of 12 wins and an astounding 20
podiums from 20 race starts.

And while a big part of him would
have loved to have wrapped up the ti-
tle in Sepang, his title glory promises
to be even sweeter at the next round.
Rea revealed to MCN that not one of his
team came to Malaysia expecting to
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SYKES DOWN AND OUT

Two visits to the podium in Sepang mean Rea needs just six points at the next round

After securing a dominant

pole position and streaking

away to a significant three-

second lead in race one, Tom

Sykes looked like he would

be celebrating a convincing

victory in Sepang.

His rivals could not believe

his early pace where he set

a new lap record, but as the

race wore on he dropped from

the 2:04s to 2:06s, 2:08s,

2:10s and finally a seemingly

impossibly slow 2:15 on the

last lap.

“We had great pace but

the tyre dropped a lot in the

race,” he said. “I know many

people said I pushed too early

but I don’t think I did. I felt we

had a couple of percent in the

pocket, it was just the last five

laps that were diabolical. I did

a 2:15 on my last lap and my

team manager even asked me

if I was slowing down to make

sure I finished. I said to him,

‘Believe me, if I could have

gone faster I would have.’”

A first corner clash with

Max Biaggi in race two saw

Sykes drop down the order,

climb back up, then crash

again. He finished 14th, losing

any chance of remaining a

championship contender as

he now sits 157 points behind

series leader Rea with only

150 up for grabs.

     
beat those guys in one race never mind 
two. I knew before the start of the races
I needed to do a perfect race, and also
wait for those guys to have some
bad luck, which sure happened
to Tom,” Rea explained, speak-
ing about his team-mate’s
disastrous weekend (see
below).

Rea, flushed with the
exertions of racing in
31-degree heat and
high humidity, now
admits that the title
is just a formality.

“I just need to score
six points in Jerez, not six
more than the others, just six
points. It is our target to win the
championship, it always has been,
and it is sometimes quite hard when
people speak about a title so early.

“I need to be healthy and not end up
in an ambulance. I think we can take
six points in Jerez.”

GORDON RITC
AT SEPANG

WSB REPORTER

Sykes endures his 

second crash 

of race two

CHAMPION ELECT
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‘I managed the
tyres more with the
throttle than with
the electronics’
MAX BIAGGI

‘I don’t blame Chaz
Davies for making
contact, but I did

almost crash’
JONATHAN REA

Max Biaggi showed at Sepang that,
despite being 44 years old, he remains
a top class racer and master tactician.

During the opening race, the factory
Aprilia Racing rider looked well beaten
by his fellow Aprilia team-mates, but as
Leon Haslam slowed and Jordi Torres
dropped through the order on a com-
pletely finished tyre, Biaggi fought to
a highly memorable podium.

Biaggi, who has 21 wins, 71 podiums
and two WSB crowns to his name, said:
“When I was behind Jordi I made a
mistake and Haslam came by and he
was difficult to pass. There was another
drop of grip from the rear tyre and this
was crucial because at that point the
rear was coming around on the brakes
so I started to manage it more with the
throttle without using the electron-
ics. That was the key to me earning
my podium.

“Normally I have my eyes on my
pit board but this time I just saw the
green paint of Sykes in front and I kept
pushing.”

The double WSB champion and
wildcard entry had the advantage of
testing at Sepang before the weekend’s
official action began, but despite that
small advantage not even he expected
to be running at the front.

“In morning warm-up I was so an-
noyed because we did not have the
rhythm or confidence on the brakes.

Biaggi reckons the collision between him and Sykes was the Kawasaki rider’s fault

G
O

L
D

 A
N

D
 G

O
O

S
E

It wasn’t the best way to capitalise on pole position The Brit remounted and finished the race in 14th position

Finally, during the race I recovered
my trust and started to believe more.”

After third place in race one he was
sure he would have done it again in race
two. “No doubt,” said Biaggi of his race
two podium prospects. “110%, and I
think closer to the leaders, for sure.”

Unfortunately it wasn’t to be after
he made contact with Tom Sykes in
the opening corner and crashed out
of the race.

“My anger for race two is so little
because these things can happen, and
it wasn’t my fault,” said Biaggi who

BIAGGI BLASTS TO A
THIRD-PLACE FINISH

      FOR REA

claimed it was Sykes’s doing. “The 
joy for the podium in race one is 10 
times more.”

There were mixed results for Aprilia’s 
official riders, however. British hope 
Leon Haslam finished seventh in race 
one and was sixth in race two, while 
Jordi Torres made up for tenth in the 
opening race with a strong third place 
podium in race two.



Rea duffed up by Davies but he’s just six points away from title
THE TITLE

ULSTER GP: A 134MPH LAP? BROOKES SMOKES ’EM ALLp68 p74

If Davies hadn’t

done this, Rea

would have

won the title

+
SYKES

BIAGGI CLASH 

ENDS IN

TEARS

SEPANG WSB
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