
TESTED: HARLEY-DAVIDSON CVO PRO STREET BREAKO

r a p i d b i k e s . c o m . a u

2016 

KAWASAKI 

ZX-10R
RACE FOCUSSED

JOIN
TH
300

CLUB

ISSUE #101 JUL/AUG
2016 $9.95 (INC. GST)  
NZ $12.95  (INC. GST)

T W E A K E D  H O N D A  C B X 1 0 0 0  F R A N K E N B I K E , 
B M W  S  1 0 0 0  R R  R E T R O  E N D U R A N C E  R A C E R , 
Z O M B I E  B I K E ,  YA M A H A  R Z 5 0 0  A N D  3 5 0
F E AT U R E S  G L E N N  S C O T T  –  L O C A L  H E R O ,  T T  R A C E R ,
T H E  L E G  W AV E ,  B A R R Y  S H E E N E  F O S
T E C H  P R O J E C T  F Z 6 ,  C A M  T I M I N G  F O R  D U M M I E S
P L U S  W E  C O M PA R E  E U R O P E ’ S  T O P 
A D V E N T U R E  S P O RT S  B I K E S.

SUZUKI RGB500 

A RACER’S 
REPLICA



ALL NEW

145hp
106Nm
209kg



RAPID ISSUE 101 [3 ]

Welcome to the 101st issue of Rapid Bikes.
It is also the first issue with me as editor. As 
most of you would know, Rapid Bikes was 
the brainchild of Jeff Ware, one of the most 
passionate people I’ve ever met in this industry. 
Jeff lived the motorcycle dream, working on 
them for a living, racing them for a living, all 
long before he got into the journalistic side of 
things to make a living writing about them.

I’ve been involved in the motorcycle magazine 
game for 11 years now, a fair chunk of that as 
editor of Cycle Torque Magazine. But my love of 
bikes goes way back. Like many I’ve had both dirt 
and road bikes, and I’ve done loads of road racing 
as well, mainly just at a club level on classics. I’ve 
been a member of the NSW Post Classic Racing 
Association for 25 years or so, and still race when 
the mood takes me.

I’ve been a reader of Rapid Bikes off an on 
over the years, mainly for the modified bikes, 
because that’s also what I’m into. Yes I appreciate 
modern sports bikes but I also get a kick out of 
people putting their personal stamp on their own 
machine. Rapid Bikes took over when magazines like 
Streetbike bowed out over a decade ago, and back 
in those days the modified scene was pretty big, 
generally because the then new sports bikes weren’t 
always the best they could be, and were ripe for 
tinkering. These days the latest big bangers are so 
good it’s hard to improve them for daily use.

But I’m a tinkerer, and have a few projects on 
the go. One you’ll see in an upcoming issue is my 
Ducati flat tracker, an early ’90s 900SS engine 
inside an early ’80s Ducati Pantah chassis, with 19 
inch wheels, upswept exhaust and so on. I want 
register it and be able to race it. Should be fun. 
Yes, I do have a Ducati ‘bent’ if you like, but to be 
honest I’m a bike slut. I love them all, regardless of 
size, capacity or brand. I also have a bit of a Suzuki 
‘bent’, owning a horrendously fast and fragile 

GSX1100 P5 race bike (engine currently in pieces), 
another GSX1100 I’m putting modern wheels and 
forks into, and a 1989 GSX-R1100 I’m turning into a 
P6 racer for my mate’s son. I love them all.

So what am I going to do to Rapid Bikes? I 
don’t really want to change it too much because 
I’ve always liked what I saw, in the main. Some 
columnists you won’t see again and there’ll be some 
new ones. I still intend on giving you new fast bikes, 
plenty of modified ones and some tech tips too. 
I’m also going to give you a healthy dose of pure 
road racing, because that’s a scene I’m into quite 
heavily you might say. And this is where I introduce 
my son Alex. He’s living in the UK, training hard for 
the upcoming Isle of Man TT, his fourth attempt at 
the IOM mountain course. Alex and I raced there in 
2013 at the combined Classic TT/Manx GP, me on 
a classic Ducati 851 and him on a statutory written 
off Ducati 848. The story is a long one but we both 
finished, and he was the fastest Newcomer. He 
has since raced at the last two IOM TTs, and 2016 
will be his third. He’ll also be doing some racing 
in Northern Ireland and in the UK on his Kawasaki 
ZX-6R, and this year’s Classic TT in August on a 
Kawasaki ZXR750.

Alex will be our UK correspondent, and will 
be able to immerse himself in the modified bike 
scene over there. The Poms love their modified 
bikes, whether it be RD350LCs with modern rolling 
stock and Banshee top ends, race replicas or street 
fighters. I think these types of machines give the 
tinkerer’s out there loads of inspiration and ideas, 
and the UK is full of that. But that won’t be at the 
expense of Aussie bikes, and if you have a machine 
you think is worthy of a feature in Rapid Bikes don’t 
hesitate getting in contact.

I’m really looking forward to bringing you Rapid 
Bikes. Sure it will have my own ‘slant’ on it, but 
evolution is a natural thing. I hope you like it.

– PICKO
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he GSX-R brand used to strike fear into the heart
of Suzuki’s opponents – it was all about ruling
the track and for many years it did. Over
the last decade though, the flagship
1000cc GSXR hasn’t hit the peaks since

the legendary 2005 K5 – each successive incarnation
may have had a few incremental improvements
here and there but the competition has moved
on. Superbikes like the R1, Panigale, RSV4 and
S1000RR all feature traction control and power
outputs that surpass the humble-but-competent
GSXR’s. Finally though, Suzuki have unveiled
the long-awaited update in the form of the
2017 GSX-R1000 ‘Concept’. While the specs are
in the ballpark for the current litre class, we
can’t help feeling that Suzuki held back so we
built our own track-focused virtual version that
we’ve dialled all the way up to 11.

IF ONLY…
01

Suzuki has revealed its much-
anticipated update to the 
GSX-R1000 in the form of a 
‘concept’ and although we 
love it, we wondered what a 
more MotoGP-inspired version 
would look like…

T

CHASSIS
While little is known about the 2017 bike’s frame, we’ve already 
discounted it for looking too run-of-the-mill. Our bike is more MotoGP 
than motorway so we’re talking of bigger, stronger main beams as our 
machine will be nearer the limits for more of the time. The Showa Balance 
Free Front (BFF) forks handle the front end while the equivalent Balance 
Free Rear Cushion (BFRC Lite) shock sits at the back. Who comes up with 
these acronyms, anyway? As is usual with GSX-Rs, adjustable rearsets are 
standard equipment and as our bike is the X-rated extreme version we’ve 
consigned pillions to the pitlane wall. Bizarrely, Suzuki have opted for what 
seems to be a FireBlade swingarm from the mid-’90s so we’ve ditched it for 
a modified 2016 item. Brakes from Brembo will feature big 320mm discs 
along with an ABS option.

FRONTROW



RAPID ISSUE 101 [7 ]

01

BODYWORK
The official 2017 Concept isn’t even 
here yet and it already looks dated. We 
think Suzuki missed a trick to capitalize 
on Suzuki’s participation in MotoGP 
and reinforce just how much tech is 
making its way from the track to the 
road. This will give the GSX-R the fresh, 
simplified look it’s been crying out for 
and emphasise the track focus in our 
RR road model. This means a move 
away from the teapot-looking plastics 

of the Concept (that tail / tank is 
way too much 1988 GSX600F for 

comfort) and a move towards 
the racebike. A reduction 

in visual weight means 
minimal bodywork, 

rakish tail unit and 
light and compact 

LED headlights. Now 
we’re talking!

ENGINE
The 2017 bike features a whole new 999cc engine 
that we like the sound of so we’d go with that, 
mostly. With variable inlet valve timing to take power to an 
expected 200bhp and a new servo-operated exhaust valve system 
in the header balance tubes it promises usable performance throughout 
the rev range. Combined with a ten-stage traction control system, launch 
control, quickshifter and overall weight reduction program in the engine 
components, this will bring the GSX-R bang up to date. About the only 
thing we’d ditch is the stupidly-long exhaust pipe for a neater stubby style.

COLOURS
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SWEET SUZI

One of the most popular Suzuki models, the SV650, has 
been substantially updated, with some 140 new parts 
making this probably one of the best middleweight twins 
around. And Australia will get a LAMS model.
The bike is basically an updated Gladius, with a little less 
business in the styling, in our opinion.
Some of the features that may interest learner riders is the
Low RPM Assist feature, which automatically adjusts engine
speed during takeoffs. Seat height is also narrower than the
outgoing model, as is the rear of the fuel tank, slimmed 
down to suit smaller riders.
Best of all, the fantastic engine that’s been a mainstay of 
the model over the years is still there. And for $9,990 
ride away, how could you go wrong?
The bike is planned for 2017 but will most likely be in 
Suzuki showrooms later this year.

Victory is again taking on the toughest road race 
in the world, the Isle of Man TT. Like last year, 
the team will concentrate on the TT Zero race for 
electric bikes, with its Victory RR.
In 2015 the team gained massive amounts of 
data, and has improved the bike for the 2016 
event, with well known TT racer William Dunlop 
riding the bike.
Victory is really pushing the electric motorcycle 
barrow, as it believes that will the future, 
possibly quicker than we think. As well as the TT, 
Victory has also tested its motorcycles in another 
gruelling race, the Pikes Peak race to the clouds 
in the USA.
Commenting on the return to the Isle of Man TT, 
Alex Hultgren, Director of Marketing for Victory 
Motorcycles said: “One way we continuously 
push ourselves in performance is through our 
Victory Racing initiatives. The Isle of Man TT is 
one of the most challenging motorcycle races in 
the world, so of course we have to be there.”
Victory Racing’s team manager, Brian Wismann 

said: “Our electric Empulse RR 
race bike placed third on the 
podium in the TT Zero race last 
year, which we were thrilled 
with. Using the data we gathered
on our laps of the TT course 
has helped us to develop a 
new battery module as well as 
improving the powertrain. We 
feel like we can return to the TT 
with more performance as well as
being able to test this technology
for our future products.
“The newly developed battery 
leverages the lessons learned from our entry 
in last year’s TT Zero event,” added Wismann. 
“The battery is a ground-up new design with 
the help of our technical partners at Brammo 
and necessitated a big change in the chassis 
design – from an extruded aluminium twin spar 
to a steel trellis frame. The biggest difference in 
the battery itself is an improvement in both the 

overall energy/capacity we’re carrying on board 

the bike, as well as a marked improvement in the 

energy density of the battery itself. 

“Lithium-ion battery technology is improving 

every year and with the Victory RR we are 

leading the way to batteries that will provide 

more performance, greater range and less cost in 

future vehicles,” continued Wismann.

VICTORY BACK AT THE TT

MISANO WITH YAMAHA

If you are a Valentino Rossi fan, or even if you 
are not, watching a MotoGP race at Misano 
would have to be every MotoGP lover’s dream.
Yamaha is holding just such a trip, with the 
eight day tour taking you to Rossi’s hometown 
of Tavullia and to the VR46 training ranch as 

well as excursions to the Lamborghini and 
Ferrari museums.

From Bologna to San Marino and 
Cattolica you will be catered, 

transferred and accommodated by 
your genial Yamaha hosts. And 
of course, the jewel in the crown 
is a three day VIP hospitality 
experience at the Misano Grand 
Prix where you can cheer on 
VR46.
Dates: Tuesday 6 Sept to 
Tuesday 13 Sept 2016
Tour cost: Twin share 
$6299 per person; single 
occupancy $6899 per 
person.

Cost includes: One night in 
Bologna, six nights in Cattolica 

accommodation; 7 x breakfast; 7 x 
three course dinners, 1 x lunch; touring 
coach transfers; entrance to Lamborghini 
museum; Galleria Ferrari museum with 
guided tour; Ferrari factory with guided 
tour; entrance to San Marino towers; 
Misano VIP hospitality. Flights not included
For further information, please call (02) 
9827 7564 or email a_hieronymus@
yamaha-motor.com.au.



The Apex of Performance
Advanced 205hp engine. Light weight of 166.5kg (dry). The 1299 Panigale has become a new benchmark.
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REA-NING WSBK CHAMP SIGNS TWO-YEAR 
DEAL WITH TEAM GREEN

Reigning FIM Superbike World Champion Jonathan Rea has re-signed 
with Kawasaki’s official KRT effort to compete for two more years.
“I am so happy to extend this partnership with the Kawasaki Racing 
Team and continue the great relationship I have with all the Kawasaki 
engineers and fans,” said Rea.
“It is clear that our objectives and way of working are very well 
matched so it makes perfect sense to extend this for two more 
seasons. 
“With all the incredible memories we have made so far and are now 
creating, I am 100 per cent confident that we will enjoy working 
together and develop the Ninja ZX-10R into the future.”
KRT Team Manager Guim Roda said his goal is to keep both Rea and 
Sykes for the next two years. 

Police in Victoria are on the hunt for lawless 
motorcyclists. Operation Motus – a patrol unit 
specifically aimed at policing motorcyclists – has 
been unveiled by Victorian police in an attempt to 
curb the spike in recent rider fatalities, which has so 
far seen 28 riders killed in 2016.
The operation signals a shift in the focus of the 
Victorian Police Solo Unit, as more than 70 police 
motorbikes will patrol major roads at peak periods.
The focus of the Solo Unit will be to target all 
motorcyclists in an attempt to isolate unlicensed 
riders or those riding outside the conditions of their 
licence, speed, impairment, unsafe/illegal behaviour 
and those wearing ‘inappropriate’ protective 
clothing.
Big questions remain over the unit being able find 
unlicensed riders or those riding outside of the 
conditions of their licence short of pulling over 
everyone they come across have not been answered 
directly.
Road Policing Assistant Commissioner Doug Fryer 
said, “If you’re a motorcyclist in Victoria who hasn’t 
been checked by the police lately, expect that to 
change.”
That sounds like it means officers will pull over every 
rider they come across.
Mr Fryer said the patrols were to ‘warn’, ‘educate’ 
and ‘engage’ with riders, “It may be to talk to them 
about appropriate clothing, or the line they are 

taking when they are riding.”
Why are we getting a police response to an increase 
in rider fatalities which sounds like it’s going to 
result in lectures from police about your choice of 
riding gear and the way you ride – even if both are 
within the law.
What right do the police have to delay a licensed, 
law-abiding motorcyclist with a lecture about 
appropriate clothing?
The question also has to be asked as to where these 
28 fatalities have occurred, in what conditions, and 
what type of riders, as in age, experience and so 
on. Only when the true facts are ascertained can a 
considered and appropriate response be made by 
the Victorian police.
Too often riders, or drivers for that matter, need 
to concentrate on not being a couple of kilometres 
over the speed limit to avoid getting a ticket, rather 
than riding to the current traffic conditions.
“There are certain aspects of policing motorcycles 
that can’t be done by vehicles,” Mr Fryer said.
“We have had a horror start to the year when 
it comes to motorcycle fatalities and this is our 
response.
“The Solo Unit will now be deployed to areas we 
have identified as particular hot spots for motorcycle 
fatalities, collisions or dangerous behaviour.”
Mr Fryer has previously told the Herald Sun the 
closest thing to a pattern they can establish with

this year’s death toll is good weather, but “long-
term trend data highlights that riding a motorcycle 
in Victoria — when looking at 20-year trend data — 
has never been safer,” he said.
A recent Victorian Government-funded tourism 
strategy actually outlined the benefits of 
motorcycling in the area, the Minister for Tourism 
and Major Events Louise Asher said, “Motorcycle 
tourism has the potential to make an important 
contribution to the Victorian economy, particularly 
in regional areas,” and these measures will only 
deter motorcyclists from travelling to this nanny 
state.
“Motorcycling is the fastest growing road user 
sector, nationally experiencing eight per cent 
growth per year over the last decade and 12.5 per 
cent in sales growth last year alone,” Asher added.
Victorian police will say Operation Motus will be a 
success if the death toll is lower.
But, will it?
No one will want ride a motorcycle there long 
enough to find out.

TARGETED IN VICTORIA

ON TRACK WITH MOTODNA

Over 50 motorcyclists were treated to a day at the track on brand new Aprilias 
at a recent motoDNA rider training day held at Sydney Motorsport Park.
This track time with a difference was organised through the cooperation of both 
Aprilia Australia and BikeBiz along with motoDNA.
Riders of all abilities worked on learning and improving their advanced riding 
techniques throughout six sessions of the motoDNA’s Riders Academy.
Each session consists of a combination of classroom, practical on track and 
coaches’ feedback using ‘shadowing video-analysis’ on the tight and technical 
South Circuit of SMSP.
One of the sessions included the opportunity to take out an Aprilia RSV4RR, 
Tuono V4RR, Shiver or Caponord thanks to Aprilia Australia and BikeBiz.
Alana Baratto, Marketing Executive for Aprilia Australia said, “it is important 
for Aprilia to provide customers with unique experiences to showcase the 
capabilities of the Aprilia range of motorcycles. 
“Aprilia produces class leading sports and touring motorcycles, whose 
technology, performance and engineering have been developed on the race 
track, and to quote the brand mantra ‘designed for racers, built for riders’.
“The motoDNA training program enhances the customers experience of our 
motorcycles in the environment for which they were designed.”
motoDNA Chief trainer Mark ‘Irish’ McVeigh said the event is a good way to add 
value and provide an experience for riders.
“Our aim is to make every motoDNA rider training day fun.
“Riders are more likely to retain the knowledge they receive during training if 
they are having a good time. 
“Aprilia and BikeBiz have done a great job today preparing these beautiful bikes.
“Getting to ride bikes like these for most people is an experience they aren’t 
likely to forget in a hurry and those here that own similar flagship bikes really 
appreciate the experience,” McVeigh said.
motoDNA run training across the east coast including Sydney, Brisbane and the 
Gold Coast. 
Head to motodna.net for bookings and more info.



*Recommended Promotional Ride Away Price with no other optional extras (apart from those included, if any). Price will vary for special paint and/or model options. All motorcycles must be ordered and 
delivered between 1 April and 30 June 2016. Offer only applies at participating BMW Motorrad dealers while stocks last and cannot be combined with any other offer. Price may vary according to individual 
circumstances and may vary between BMW Motorrad dealers and states/territories. Excludes fleet, government and rental buyers. Consult your participating BMW Motorrad dealer for further details. 
BMW Group Australia reserves the right to change or extend the offer.
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Everyone who rides a motorcycle will know 
about the Isle of Man TT and those insane racers 
who really do put life and limb on the line to 
race what has to be one of the most wondrous 
circuits in the world. 
For just about all motorcyclists, attending the 
IOM TT is a bucket list item, but now is the time 
to get your backside trackside, but also be up 
close and personal with Aussie TT racer, Rapid’s 
own Alex Pickett. 2017 will be Alex’s 4th TT, and 
5th trip racing on the island. 
Not many people get to have a real inside view 
as to what it takes to be a part of a racing team 
at the Isle of Man, so instead of looking in from 
the outside, you can be inside.
For next year’s TT Rapid Bikes, in conjunction 
with Australian Motorcyclist Magazine, Cycle 
Torque and Get Routed are offering a package 
which includes return bike shipping, 14 night’s 
accommodation on the Isle of Man during the 
whole of the TT and ferry tickets to get to the 
Isle of Man from either Ireland or England.
Bikes will be shipped out of Brisbane, Sydney 
and Melbourne the first week of March to arrive 
in the UK just prior to Tuesday May 2.
Those wanting to go for a lap of Ireland before 
attending the North West 200 race meeting 
in Northern Ireland will collect their bikes on 
Tuesday May 2 and head across to Holyhead to 
catch the ferry to Dublin. The NW200 is usually 
one or two weeks before the start of the TT 
Practice week - actual dates will be announced in 

October this year.
If you don’t want to go to 
the NW200 you can collect 
your bike anytime up until 
Thursday May 25. That’s 
because you’ll need a day 
or so to get to the Saturday 
May 27 ferry to the Isle of 
Man.
“Your time on the IOM is 
your own and if laps of the 
TT course are your bag, then getting up early 
in the morning during practice week is the 
best time to get out when there’s not so much 
traffic”, mentioned Dave Milligan at Get Routed. 
Dave has a world of experience with the TT, so 
you’re not going to find a better host.
Saturday 10 June sees everyone back on the 
ferry and off the Isle of Man. The first return 
shipment is being loaded (in Felixstowe, Suffolk) 
on Tuesday July 11 so you have time to get 
across to the Netherlands and see the Dutch TT 
at the historic circuit of Assen on the last Sunday 
in June. Touring Europe for a month after the 
TT is what most people are keen on and the 
possibilities are only limited by your imagination.
There will be a later return shipment in either 
September or October for those who want to 
spend more time touring Europe on their bikes. 
The list of MotoGP, WSBK, BSB and IDM race 
weekends will be more than enough for even the 
most ardent bike race fan in June, July, August 

and September. Or there’s a swag of sights to be 
seen all through Europe!
The cost of this package is $6736 for a bike 
and rider. Pillion cost is $2335. This gets your 
bike over to the UK and 14 days guaranteed 
accommodation at the 2017 IOM TT! Yes 14 
days at the IOM TT. If you know how hard it is 
to get accommodation for the TT, you’ll know 
how good a deal this really is.
Put a big fat tick next to that bucket list item and 
GO to the 2017 Isle of Man TT with Get Routed.

2016 has been one of the busiest years on 
record when it comes to rider movements. The 
biggest story has been Jorge Lorenzo’s move 
from Yamaha to Ducati. Is the reigning world 
champ going to Ducati to show he’s better than 
Valentino Rossi, by making the Ducati a winner 
when Vale couldn’t?
It will be a big challenge for Lorenzo.
“There are many reasons but the biggest one 
has been my motivation,” said Lorenzo.
“The challenge to try to win with another bike. 
The challenge, for me, after so many years in 
the world championship, is to give my maximum 
effort every day as I always try to do, because 
I think I am one of the most professional riders 
and my focus in my work is 100 per cent.
“I felt I needed this new challenge to get 
this motivation to work as hard as I did until 
now. If you try to fight for a fourth world title 
with Yamaha, obviously a championship is a 
championship.
“But if you are able to win with Ducati, you can 
make history,” added the Spaniard.
Lorenzo’s Yamaha boss Lin Jarvis had this to say 
on the move. “I think probably to be the number 
one in a future team is probably something that 

was attractive for Jorge,” 
Jarvis said.
Lorenzo dismissed that 
notion, but did admit 
the potential to lead 
development rather 
than sharing input as 
he does at Yamaha was 
something that appealed 
to him.
“I was never worried 
about being the number 
one or number two,” 
Lorenzo said.
“Like I always said, in Yamaha for me it was 
enough to have exactly the same cards or tools 
than my partner because I believe in my potential 
and for me that was enough.”
Lorenzo’s main rival, Rossi, believed Lorenzo will 
be competitive on the Italian machine. “Looks 
like the Ducati in the last two years has improved 
a lot and is a competitive bike, it’s for sure very 
different to Yamaha. I know the skills of Lorenzo 
to ride and I think that he will be competitive 
with Ducati,” said Vale.
This left a vacant spot in Yamaha, with 

numerous murmurings about who would step 

into Lorenzo’s spot. In the end it was Maverick 

Viñales who signed with Movistar Yamaha.

Lorenzo signing with Ducati has forced out 

Andrea Iannone, who looks like moving to 

Suzuki because Viñales has scored the factory 

Yamaha seat vacated by Lorenzo. Dovisioso is 

staying with Ducati and the Repsol Honda team 

is likely to be unchanged - Dani Pedrosa has 

signed on for 2017 (after rumours he’d take 

Lorenzo’s spot at Yamaha came to nothing) and 

while Marc Marquez hasn’t, there doesn’t look 

like there are too many options left for him.

GET ROUTED ISLE OF MAN TT 2017 TOUR

MOTOGP MUSICAL CHAIRS

HOW TO BOOK
WHO: Get Routed Motorcycle Tours 2017 IomTT Tour

CONTACT: Dave Milligan – dave@getrouted.com.au 

0412 689 849 and/or 03 5625 9080. Skype: dave.milligan6 

or visit the website: www.getrouted.com.au 

Facebook: www.facebook.com/getrouted 

WHEN: From Tuesday May 2 – Tuesday 11 July, 2017 

(or longer by arrangement with Get Routed)

MORE INFO: www.getrouted.com.au and www.iomtt.com



Moto Italia is Australia’s largest stockist of genuine
and aftermarket Aprilia spare parts and has a huge
range of genuine and aftermarket spares for 
Moto Guzzi and Ducati motorcycles.

BUY LOCAL

Our workshop offers 
good old fashioned 

customer service. We 
are Italian motorcycle 

experts, enthusiasts and 
riders. All mechanics 

are factory trained and 
all work is backed by 

factory warranty.

Before you buy overseas, try Moto Italia – our prices will surprise you and we C.O.D 
Australia wide and Overseas. Call Dave Ward today on (02) 4735 4003, visit the store at 

4/16 Pullman Place, Emu Plains, NSW 2750 or shop online at 

Expert Advice

Pre-Purchase
Inspections

Factory Trained 
& Quali  ed

Pick-Up & Delivery 
Available



1983 DUCATI PANTAH 500 $6,500
Runs great, custom 1 piece tank and seat

unit. Great club bike.

DUCATI 851 TRICOLOR $16,500
Wow. Collectible. If you know what this bike is
then you know! One of the first in the country.

HONDA CB550 $9,999
Like new. Fire up the time machine and buy a

new CB550. This is THAT good.

BUYING, SELLING, REPAIRING AND RESTORING CLASSICS AND 
FUTURE CLASSICS. WE PREPARE RACE BIKES TOO

VIEWING BY APPOINTMENT. PH. 02 4958 1435. OR CALL CHRIS ON 0404 030 925 OR DAVE ON 0407 362 060

NORTON PROJECT  $9,500
Manx replica wideline frame. Rebuilt 650SS 

Norton engine. Akront rims, Ducati forks, alloy 
fuel and oil tanks.  Make a top club or cafe racer.

YAMAHA R1-Z 250
Naked TZR250, goes like stink. A great project to create your
own 2-stroke blast from the past. Or, get us to customise it
for you. The options are endless. Call Chris for more info.

1967 TRIUMPH TR6 TROPHY  $9,999
Older restoration, runs great, 

nothing to do but enjoy riding it.

OTHER BIKES
1965 HONDA CD90 – $2500. GREAT NICK.

1994 HONDA VFR750 – $2999. HEAPS OF REGO, GOES UNREAL.
2005 SUZUKI GSX750F – $2999. ALSO HAS HEAPS OF REGO AND IS TOP CONDITION.

1988 SUZUKI GSX-R1100. $6500. RESTO WILL BE FINISHED SOON, CALL FOR DETAILS.
1983 SUZUKI KATANA 1100. $6999. NON ORIGINAL PAINT, 1170 KIT, GREAT BIKE. 
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here is something
wonderful about race
tracks. Just the tracks
themselves. When

dormant, they are still, quiet, almost
haunted places. You may see no one
at all, or perhaps a solitary fellow
planet dweller, walking slowly, but
with purpose, on a mission of import,
however secret and unknown. They
disappear, and only the magpies
move slowly across the outfield/
infield, creek, dam, or vestigial scrub.
The wind blows, and sometimes,
there is rain, it seems there could
never be any noise, the calmness of a
quiet garden… sleeping.

They live, however, when fellow planet
dwellers arrive. Vehicles clamour, doors
slam, gates rattle, voices raise, music is
amplified and so is the human being,
invisible, in a tower, apart, separate…
and then, the engines. Stutter, wail,
cough, grunt, roar, idle, and stop. The
race meeting is all noise and people,
colour, passion, yearning, hope, joy, pain
and disappointment. Each tribe sings
its own song, each member brings and
takes away something wonderful and
something different. Some never leave,
some are changed forever, some smile,
some cry... It is a city, a mechanical
metropolis. It has both written and
unwritten rules. It is alive.

When time takes its toll. When a place
that was “way in the country”, is now
“just ’round the corner”. When obscure
fellow planet dwellers want to live next

to the sacred ribbons of gladiatorial
tarmac. When ‘owners of race tracks’
have meetings with accountants, and
make ‘commercial decisions’. When pen
meets paper. When chairs are pushed
back from tables and polished shoes
carry their cargoes away. When a quiet
caretaker sits ready not to open gates
for early birds, needing to get set up,
“early!”… but to turn away the people
who are of the tribe. To halt, to stop, to
render inert, the growling monsters that
propel their masters into the horizon,
the race tracks, for all their passion, their
soul, their sound, their spirit, their angst,
their joy, their pain, and, their glory, die...

And, we mourn, for so many reasons.
Some too poignant to bare, some are
personal, private, joyful, painful. Some
are melancholy. Some draw us back to
visit that which is no more. I stood atop
Bitupave Hill, another planet dweller
painted his fence in the afternoon sun.
So complete was the absorption of the
Race Track, there was no visible track left.
I could not see it, and yet, it was there.
I continued standing, waiting, watching
and, began a lap. I could make out the
direction, the rise and fall, the shape,
the pits, the adjacent hill climb segment.
The quietness had an echo, there was a
faint trill of a raised voice shouting with
excited vigour as I looked at the dust
billowing up at Stop Corner, then to
Windfield, and past the pits which were
swarming with riders and vehicles, sun
and more dust, and snatched a glimpse
of the top five hurtling back up the hill...

AUNTY’SCORNER
WITH AUNTY MAL

T
the fellow planet dweller put down his 
brush, whistled his dog, and walked 
away. So did I…

Later, on another mission, in the 
company of my favourite motorcycle, 
with time pressing, and blue skies 
beckoning me to the land of the southern 
mountains, I passed another hallowed 
place. A place where I had “met with 
triumph and disaster”, a place where 
others far more experienced, talented, 
provisioned, and mounted than I, had 
done amazing, powerful, beautiful, 
brave, and meticulous things. I listened 
to my favourite steed, and looked left 
to where the straight enabled passers 
by to glimpse a flying dot, and another, 
a gap, then another.... We drew closer, 
and the ‘entry’ was gone, and I wanted 
to go there, but could not, and needed 
to remind myself of the “task at hand” 
and my mission, but I was drawn, and 
wanted to stop, and ‘saw’ it all again, 
but this time, for this place, these pits, 
these grandstands, these people, this 
noise, the fellow travellers, on both sides 
of the pit fence, the Champions… but I 
was saved, by having to ride, to lift the 
visor and shout like a mad dog barking, “I

remember!” “I remember!” To not stop, 
to go, to go to the southern mountains 
and be cleansed by time and travel, 
massaged by my favourite motorcycle, to 
try to smile, but to want to “be there”, 
and know I can not, I must not, lest I not 
respect the “task at hand”, the mission 
of that day was not to mourn, to feel the 
pain, to miss the moments, to miss the 
laps, the smiles, the joy. To go forward, 
to ride… and not to see a fellow planet 
dweller paint his fence… 

“The race tracks, for all 
their passion, their soul, 
their sound, their spirit, 
their angst, their joy, their 
pain, and, their glory, die...

Start of the 1979 
Castrol 6 hour, 
Amaroo Park.

LAMENTING LOSS



All of our carbon parts are made with a high temp aerospace grade epoxy resin. The carbon fabric is made with a 33 million modulus

carbon tow then impregnated with the high temperature resin under very tight tolerances. This allows us to make sure that the fabric

is impregnated with the exact resin content every time. We then place all of our products in an autoclave to cure. We cure all of our

products under full vacuum and apply over a 100 psi for the cure. Using an autoclave allows us to consolidate the material and it also

allows us to remove any volatiles from the material. This also includes any air that is trapped in the laminate.

$595
ON SELECTED PIPES

INTRODUCTORY

SPECIAL
LIMITED TIME ONLY

now in stock

THE ALL-NEW TARMAC EXHAUST FEATURES CARBON FIBER HIGHLIGHTED BY A NATURAL 
FINISHED ALUMINUM OUTLET AND STAMPED SPRING-MOUNTED INLET FOR ULTIMATE 
DURABILITY.

WWW.MOTONATIONAL.COM.AU

THE LATEST STATE-OF-THE-ART PRODUCT FROM TWO BROTHERS RACING

Aerospace high-temp carbon fiber

Teflon coated magnesium end-cap

Stamped spring-fit inlet

Aluminum CNC Machined outlet

Rubber-lined styled mount

Spiral-wound perforated core

Accepts sound reduction tips

New Features:
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WITH ROB YELICK

TALES FROM THE SHED

The engine was finally back in the 
frame and ready to fire up. That’s when 
the nightmares began. We fired it up 
easily but pretty soon there was oil 
pissing out of the ignition cover. “Not 
good”, was the consensus of the four 
people surrounding the bleeding bike. 
The consensus was also that we must 
have stuffed the new crank seal when 
putting it on. FFS, off came the ignition 
and in went a new seal, a twin lip seal 
this time. It fired up easily again, and 
the oil pissed out just as easy. Much 
head scratching ensued. Was the crank 
undersize? Out came the verniers and 
the answer was no. Another crank seal, 
put in with extra loving care, and it 
still leaked. At this stage the next race 
meeting for the bike was looming fast. 
We’d promised it would be ready but it 
was defying all attempts to fix this bloody 
leak.

Up on the lift it went, ignition off 
again, and two sets of eyes looking it 
over. Then the apprentice says, “what’s 
that hole there?” Further investigation 
saw a mark where someone had possibly 
used a small screwdriver to separate the 
two crankcase halves at some stage in 
the past. A bit of wire pushed through 
the hole saw it come out behind the 
crank seal. Then we remembered the 
bit of resin we scraped off when we 
separated the crankcases, right where 
this hole was. The pesky ignition had 
hidden it from view when the engine was 
running, explaining why it stumped our 
beer and bourbon pickled brains.

With that fixed it was ready to fire 
right up, right when the owner came in 
to collect it. He wanted to hear it run, 
as you would, and he wanted to do the 
starting. Now this bike was easy enough 
to push start, seeing we had the carbs 

balanced to perfection, the timing spot 
on, and the jetting just right. But the 
owner wasn’t used to it starting easy, 
despite our assurances. He pushed it out 
to the side street and up the hill, turning 
it around to head down towards the 
intersection. He enlisted the help of our 
trusty apprentice to help push. Down 
the hill they went, the owner running 
like mad beside the bike, with his thongs 
on, and our young apprentice pushing 
like mad. They had a fair head of steam 
up when the owner dropped the clutch, 
and as the engine instantly fired on full 
choke, his left thong decided to blow its 
plug.

The rest of us watching these 
shenanigans saw the owner’s left leg 
buckle, then he tripped, letting go of the 
handlebars, and face planting himself 
into the roadway, all while our apprentice 
was pushing like his life depended on it, 
head down with his legs going up and 
down like pistons.

The bike roared off towards the 
intersection, with no one at the helm. 
Straight into the traffic it went, somehow 
missing cars going in both directions. 
What it didn’t miss though, was its 
owner’s brand new dual cab ute parked 
on the opposite side of the road, 
ploughing itself into the side of the rear 
tray. Luckily when the bike’s handlebars 
were smashed backwards the kill switch 
was hit. Those irreplaceable alloy Yoshi 
’rods were going to see an actual race 
meeting before letting go at full noise on 
the side of a busy road.

The look on the owner’s face was 
priceless. He wanted to blame someone 
but really couldn’t, so he walked over, 
picked the bike up and wheeled it back 
to the shop, uttering, “looks like it needs 
a bit more work.”

his was one kick-arse
classic race bike. The 
guy had brought it in 
for us to do an engine 
rebuild after it did a 

big end. You could see it would have 
been a pretty trick thing back in the 
day, with the engine massaged by a 
number of notable tuners over the 
decades.

It had raced everywhere, including 
Bathurst, where with a big bore kit 
finished third in the Unlimited race. 
Heady stuff back in the day, and with 70 
or thereabouts horsepower at the back 
wheel of its 500cc four cylinder donk, it 
was now a potent mid capacity classic 
racer.

Instead of the head-down arse-up GP 
replica style these are normally built as, 
this was a sit up and beg style jigger, 
being raced as an ‘Improved Tourer’ when 
it was near new. It was great to see it 
hadn’t been cocked around with over the 
years.

When we pulled the engine down you 
could see it had been done with love by 
the previous engine builder. The head was 
fine but we gave it a service. It had big 
ports and a big cam with lots of duration, 
and a ‘probably too big’ set of Z1 29mm 
Mikuni smoothbores hanging off it. 
We slipped the Yoshi pistons out and 
thankfully they were OK, as trying to buy 
a set of genuine Yoshimura ones for this 
engine these days is near impossible. The 
budget was limited anyway, the brief was 
to repair and reuse as much as possible.

Out came the race prepared crank. It 
had been knife edged and balanced at 
some stage but it was now pretty much 
scrap as big end number two was stuffed. 
But the owner had an ace up his sleeve, 
in the form of a rebuilt race crank with 
gen-you-ine Yoshimura alloy conrods, 
worth a packet of cash. Back in the ’70s 
Pops Yoshimura and his team would have 
been punching these things out with gay 
abandon but trying to find one now is like 
trying to find love with the current Miss 
Universe when you are 90 years old. Yes, 
highly unlikely.

The crank had been sitting around 
for some time but had been rebuilt and 
lovingly cared for and packaged up during 
its hibernation. It was good to go in other 
words. We put the bottom end back 
together. The top end went on smoothly 
after we reduced the compression slightly 
by putting a base gasket back on. The 
previous engine builder had gone without 
a base gasket for more compression when 
using Methanol fuel, but the engine was 
back on petrol and the owner didn’t need 
the grief.

T
THE START



SUZUKI RGB500

TWEAKED

A RACER’S



 REPLICA

ANY racers over the years 
have been paid homage to 
by fans building replicas of 
the machines raced by their 

heroes back in the day.
Whether they be actual race bikes or 

road going replicas, the passion is still the 
same. Countless hours and more money 
than they wish to acknowledge goes into 
these mechanical marvels. One such bike 
we recently saw at the 2016 Barry Sheene 
Festival of Speed was Paul Edwards’ RGB500.

‘Woody’, as he is known by most 
people, is no stranger to race tracks having 
campaigned a Kawasaki 400 for many years 
and more importantly kickstarted the career 
of numerous current road racing stars includ-
ing Mike Jones, Matt Walters, Josh Hook 
and Jack Miller. All these young riders, and 
many more, started their road racing career 
in the Motorcycle Road Race Development 
Association series, and the MRRDA series 
would not have got off the ground in the 
first place had it not be for the efforts of 
Paul.

We thought we’d let Paul tell you about 
his RGB500, and how it became a tribute to 
one of the most popular GP riders the world 
has ever seen.

M

WORDS & IMAGES CHRIS PICKETT AND PAUL EDWARDS

This RGB500 might have been 
built partly to pay homage to 
one of the most popular Grand 
Prix stars but sitting in silence for 
evermore it will not.



THE WHY
“I saw Barry many times when I 

was a youngster in the UK at circuits 

like Brands Hatch, Donnington and 

Silverstone,” said Paul. “I was actu-

ally there at Donnington for his last 

professional ride in 1984. I also trav-

elled to Assen and Spa regularly to 

cheer for Number 7.

“I’ve been thinking about this bike 

for some years now, but around 2012 

I had an opportunity to swap one 

of my Kawasaki 400 race bikes for a 

Suzuki RG500 Gamma. The Gamma 

The RGB500 looks
as purposeful
and sleek without
bodywork, as
it does with
bodywork.
There’s nothing
superfluous on the
bike that simply is
not needed to set
fast lap times. It is
also interesting to
compare the frame
technology from
the early 1980s to
the massive twin
spar alloy frames
of today.

was too short. After a lot of hunting 
around, I found Steve Wheatman in 
the UK who ended up selling me a 
frame and swingarm Barry used in 
1984 from Padgetts in the UK. My 
friend Mick Burgess had found me 
some Dymag wheels and other bits 
and bobs, so we had a bike coming 
together. Steve Wheatman then got 
in my ear about putting a Gamma 
engine in that chassis and put me on 
to a bloke called Tony Skinner, who 
knew a Roger Morgan in Dural who 
might have an engine. We went to 
see him and there in his garage was 

was crashed damaged but I didn’t 
really care as I wanted to turn it into a 
Sheene tribute.

“Of course I couldn’t afford a 
‘proper’ Sheene bike but I also realised 
after looking at the project long and 
hard, that the road based RG500 just 
look like my dream, which was to have 
a replica of Sheene’s bike, the very 
1984 Mk9 that he rode for the last 
time at Donnington.”

ON THE TRAIL
“We decided the engine from the 

Gamma was good but the frame 

SUZUKI RGB500

TWEAKED

1983 Suzuki MK7 RGB500. Square 
four cylinder 500cc two-stroke, with 
a 54mm x 54mm bore and stroke. 
110 horsepower. Standard RGB500 
magnesium race carburettors, 
and standard RGB500 expansion 
chambers. Dry clutch.

ENGINE

1983 Suzuki RGB500 tubular steel 
chassis, standard square section 
and braced swingarm. Standard 
alloy RGB500 wheels.

CHASSIS

 

 



Roger Morgan for selling me the bike, Dudley Lister for 
the mechanicals, Craig Hallam for helping out all the time, 
Steve Wheatman for trusting me with his irreplaceable fuel 
tank, Andrew Smart from Ricondi leathers for the replica 
gear, Mark Brigden of Brigden spray paints in Condobolin 
for the amazing paint job, and Greg Oxley of Oxley 
graphics. And of course I have to mention Stu Avant, Mike 
Sinclair, Paul Treacy and Chris Vermeulen for all their help 
at the Barry Sheene Festival of Speed.

SPECIAL THANKS
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this 1982/3 RGB500 Mk7 complete and 
very original. I told Roger I couldn’t 
afford the whole bike and it would be 
criminal to take the engine out of that 
bike. Roger then made me an offer 
I couldn’t refuse. I think he wanted 
to see it running on the track more 
than money, so now I had a bike that 
had been sitting in a garage for 15 
years and needed restoring… so here 
I was with an ex-Sheene chassis and 
a pile of mk9 bits minus an engine, 
and a complete and very original Mk7 
RGB500.”  

WHAT TO DO?
“This bike is 100 per cent original,” 

said Paul.  I’ve still got a road RG 
motor sitting at home in the garage 
with a dry clutch, close ratio gear 

1. Two things
you definitely
need to keep
an eye on when
racing a 500cc
two stroke GP
machine – engine
temperature and
engine revs.
2. The dry clutch
and carburettors
dominate the view
of this side of
the square four
engine.
3. Two of the
four expansion
chambers on the
bike. It would get
hot up there too.

clutches or air box! The major visual 
difference though is that the gear-
box is mounted high with the gear 
selector shaft exiting above the final 
drive shaft.  This of course means that 
you can’t change the gear selection 
pattern.  Its race shift or race shift… 
that made life interesting for both 
myself and Chris Vermeulen who both 
prefer to use road pattern. Mind you 
I think Kevin Schwantz does as well…  
best we leave that one alone.”

 

SPECIAL PARTS
“With the genuine ’83 bike the only 

thing we had troubles with were the 
water pump housing which was too 
corroded and part of the gear lever 
which was cracked. Stu Avant found 
us a new water pump housing from 

box and ported to 32mm carb intake 
sitting next to the ex-Sheene chassis. 
The ex-Sheene chassis includes a set of 
forks, triple clamps and brake calipers 
made by Nigel Everett from the UK. 
Nigel has made them from the same 
design that he made them for Barry in 
1984. He is also sending me across the 
32mm carbs which he made for Barry 
as well. Fingers crossed next year at 
the Barry Sheene Festival of Speed I 
will have Mk7 and Mk9 Sheene bikes 
together.”

COMPARISONS
“The factory race motor is actually 

way simpler than the road motor. It 
really is two-stroke simplicity at its 
best,” continued Paul. “No fancy stuff 
to mix two-stroke oil and petrol, wet 

Standard RGB500 bodywork but 
painted in Barry Sheene colours. All 
levers, foot pegs, dash, electronics 
are all standard Suzuki RGB500.

BODYWORK

2 3
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OWNER 
PROFILE

NAME: Paul
AGE: Just turned 53
HOW LONG HAVE YOU 
BEEN INTO BIKES? 
I don’t remember a I 
time that I wasn’t. I 
think we started riding 
rebuilt “postie” bikes 
around the woods 
behind our house in 
the UK from about 
8yrs old.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
HAVE YOU OWNED?
In order - Yamaha 
FS1E (purple!), 
Suzuki GT125, 
Kawasaki Z200, 
Kawasaki Z400, 
Kawasaki Z550, 
Laverda RGS1000, 
Laverda SFC1000, 
Kawasaki 
GPZ1000RX, 
Kawasaki Z1000GT 
(fi rst cheap bike 
in Aus) Kawasaki 
GPZ1000RX, 
Kawasaki ZZR1100, 
Kawasaki ZX9R 1996, 
Kawasaki ZX9R 1998, 
Kawasaki ZXR400 
(x3 race bikes), 
Kawasaki KLR400, 
Arquin 125 Scooter, 
Suzuki RGB500 Mk7.  
Still own the Z550, 
1x ZXR400, 1996 
ZX9R, Arquin Scooter, 
RGB500 + building an 
RGB500 Mk9.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO OWN? Where do 
I start? Norton 850 
Commando interstate 
MkIII, Laverda Jota, 
MV Augusta F4, Ducati 
Diavel, Norton 961
WHAT INTERESTS 
DO YOU HAVE 
OTHER THAN 
MOTORCYCLING?
My beautiful 2.5yr 
old daughter and 
my business pretty 
much take up all my 
time now, although 
if I had time I’d like 
to still be involved 
in junior motorcycle 
racer development in 
some way.

4. Shock absorber 
technology in the ’80s 
wasn’t what it is today, but 
this bike had the best of 
what was available. 

5. The front end was about 
as sophisticated as it got 
back when this bike was 
new. Anti-dive, big brakes, 
lightweight wheel.  

6. No air filters on these 
babies. 
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Germany and Dudley Lister made up 

a new gear lever. With the Mk9 bike, 

the tank has been the most interest-

ing part of the puzzle. If you look 

at Barry’s bike, which was owned by 

Randy Mamola before him, it has 

the Suzuki S and the gamma logo 

embossed into the sides of the tank. 

There were only three of these made 

and Steve Wheatman has them. There 

was no way he was going to part with 

the tank, but god bless him he sent 

me the only unpainted one to copy. 

Yep we’d not met at that point but he 

sent me this priceless tank around the 

world on the basis that I am a fellow 

1. Stripped bare,
and with a long
road ahead.
2. Fitting the
engine was a
major milestone,
giving some
‘substance’ to the
bike.

ON THE TOOLS
“Dudley Lister and Craig Hallam 

from Dudley’s Motorcycle Service and 

Performance did all the mechanics 

on the bike,” said Paul. “Everything 

except the bodywork. The body went 

off to my good friend Mark Brigden 

of Brigden Spray Paints in Condobolin. 

It’s a long way from Sydney, but I 

know that ‘Briggo’ would not settle 

for anything less than perfection. He 

went to so much trouble to find the 

right blue it’s not funny. I asked Steve 

Wheatman if there was an official 

colour and he told me that I needed to

enthusiast and a promise that I would 

return it.  There is not a tank maker 

in the country who could duplicate it 

without cutting it up, so we’ve had 

it 3D scanned and returned the tank 

to Steve. Now we’ve just got to work 

out how to turn that 3D scan into the 

required item.

“I did look at buying a MK9 engine 

from a bloke called Theo in Holland, 

but that would have ended up cost-

ing me as much as the complete bike 

I bought from Roger. I think Theo still 

has the engine and Steve Wheatman is 

still trying to get Theo to see sense on 

the price.”

2
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3. The seat was 
a work of art 
back in the day. 
Just making the 
mould would have 
been a headache. 
It’s obvious that 
style was almost 
as important as 
aerodynamics.
4. Paul’s RGB500 
didn’t have a fault 
free run during 
the Barry Sheene 
Festival of Speed 
but there were a 
few ‘old hands’ 
willing to help 
out.
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speak to the bloke who painted all the 
Suzuki GP bikes… ‘John the paint’. Not
being able to find ‘John the paint’, 
we found a Suzuki blue that looked 
right only to find out that no one had 
it, so working with PPG Briggo came 
up with a combination that is spot 
in.  The final touches were added by 
Greg Oxley of Oxley graphics in Sydney
as he took old photos of Barry’s bike 
and with a few hours of reproduction, 
matched the stickers.

WHY THESE GUYS?
“Craig Hallam is an old friend from 

racing 400s. He had known Dudley 
Lister for a long time. He told me of 
Dudley’s past as Stu Avant’s mechanic 
when Stu was racing RG500s against 
Barry Sheene in the early ’80s, so 
there was only one place I was going 
to go for the mechanics. I met Briggo 
through Jeremy Crowe, who I met 
through Broc Parkes.  Briggo did 
all the paint for Jeremy and when 
I helped Jeremy out a bit, Briggo 
offered to help me and he’s been 

“Both the Mk9 and MK7 projects 
have cost me about the same so far 
which is extraordinary and a huge 
thanks to Roger Morgan for selling me 
the bike in the first place and Dudley 
Lister who spent endless hours on the 
restoration and only charged me a 
fraction of what he should have.

“Everybody involved knows that 
this is a labour of love and I don’t 
have endless finances. I think to be 
fair to everyone I won’t talk about 
finances, just that I’ve already been 
offered twice what it cost me by two 
people, but neither bike is for sale. 
Emotionally there has been no cost, its 
been just sheer joy in meeting some 
amazing people, sharing some amaz-
ing stories and an indescribable feeling 
riding out on the finished bike with no 
less than Steve Parish after he asked 
me to show him around Eastern Creek 
as he’d never ridden the track before. 
Yes I was on a genuine RGB500 Mk7 in 
Sheene colours showing Steve Parish 
the lines around Eastern Creek… well 
bugger me”

painting my bikes every since. As for 
Greg, to be honest I can’t remember 
how I met Greg, but he’s been doing 
all the stickers on my bikes for as long 
as I can remember. All these guys you 
can count on to do a top class job and 
that comes out in the finished article 
in the Mk7 restoration.”

 
HIGHS AND LOWS

“There was never really a point 
when I thought, ‘this is all too much’, 
especially the MK7 as I was rushed to 
get it restored in time for the BSFOS 
this year. Finances have been the 
biggest issue. I’ve effectively put a 
second mortgage on my house to do 
this.

“But I’ve had so many highs. Seeing 
the bodywork all painted up nearly 
brought me to tears. It made it all very 
real. Going up to Dudley’s and seeing 
the bike run for the first time in 15 
years certainly brought a tear to the 
eye. I still have to go into my garage 
to go and look at it as its still all very 
surreal.



APPREHENSION AND 
AMAZEMENT  

“The bike is unbelievable to ride,” 
said Paul. “It is so tight and crisp. I was 
waiting for the bike to try and kick 
me off, but what I got was power and 
stability.  You open the throttle and 
it just goes, front wheel wanting to 
lift and an awesome surge of power.  
Being a two-stroke there is no engine 
braking so I was a little worried about 
whether the simple brakes would 
provide enough stopping power, but 
there was no worry there as well.

“I was very pensive at first, espe-
cially as it was race shift and I was 
racing my 400 that weekend as well 
which is road shift. I got to grid up 
for a legends ‘race’. Tipping into Turn 
1 I found myself riding around the 
outside of Freddie Spencer, which was 
wild. Watching Jeremy McWilliams, 
Kevin Magee, Ken Schwantz, Steve 
Parish and Freddie Spencer tip into 
Turn 2 right in front of me was so 
awe-inspiring that I nearly gave 
Freddie Spencer an RGB enema as 
I was working off my 400 braking 
marker and not what was happen-
ing in front of me. I stuck with them 
through Turns 3 and 4, then nearly lost 
the front trying to go for a dash up 
the inside of Freddie between 4 and 5. 
At that point I remembered I was with 
legends, certainly not one.  Those four 
corners on that bike will live with me 
forever. I backed off and was happy to 
just be riding the bike.

“We did have a couple of issue with 
the bike over the weekend, but with 
Dudley flat out working on the Egli 
Vincent for Cam Donald, Stu Avant, 
Mike Sinclair and Paul Treacy stepped 
up and set about sorting everything 
out. Just read those names again. We 
are talking mechanic gods of two-
stroke racing. Stu is one of the nicest 
and funniest blokes you will meet. Sit 
him down and put a beer in his hand 
and I could listen to the stories all 
day. And with Mike and Paul it was 
well worth having problems with the 
bike, just to see these guys go to work 
and hear the banter. Just the nicest 
blokes around and for them to put the 
effort in that they did, which included 
Stu lending me bits from his spares 
for his RGB, was simply awesome. I 
am so grateful for the whole experi-
ence.  The major part that Stu had to 
lend me was an ECU. Mine was not 
the best.  I’ve had to give Stu back the 
one he lent me and send mine off to 
my nephew in the UK to repair. Chris 
(my nephew) is a BMW mechanic in 

the UK and specialises in auto electrics 
and reckons that he can fix it. I think 
I might have found another one I can 
buy… still waiting.”

TRIBUTE GEAR 
“The leathers were made for me by 

Andrew Smart of Ricondi Leathers. I’ve 
known Smarty for a while and when I 
told what I was doing and that I really 
would like a set of Sheene replica 
leathers, Smarty come up trumps. 
We ran out of time to get the same 
badges on them that Barry had, but 
that is being sorted now. Greg Oxley 
helped out with a Sheene tribute 
helmet as well.  Instead of Barry’s 
‘Daffy Duck’ we used the Woodpecker 
logo I’ve used since I was nicknamed 
Woody.”

THE ‘OTHER’ BIKE
The MK9 story continues, added 

Paul. “I spoke to a bloke recently that 
has an RGB500 motor that he might 
want to sell, which I may or may not 
use in the Mk9 depending on the 
price. If it’s too expensive, we will 
shoe-horn that Gamma engine into 
the Sheene frame… but that’s another 
story.

“My leathers and helmet are all 
done as a sign of respect and admira-
tion for a man that was more than 
a great bike rider. I know he did so 
much for others and was such a char-
acter that you could do nothing more 
than admire him. I feel truly blessed to 
be able to own the bike and through 
the process get to meet his very good 
friend Steve Parish and his son Freddie 
Sheene.

“I think the last word should go 
to my friend Chris Vermeulen, who 
honoured me by doing some laps on 
this bike. Here’s what he thought of 
it.”

“I had so much fun riding Paul’s 
500cc GP bike at Sydney Motorsports 
park for the BSFOS,” said Chris. “It’s 
the oldest race bike I have ridden but 
have to say was so impressed with the 
way the bike turned and how much 
feel it gave, it was also very nimble. 
I just had to add some seat foam so I 
could bend my dodgy knee enough 
to get on the peg! They are a little 
more tricky in the power delivery to 
ride than modern four-strokes with 
electronics so you have to keep your 
wits about you especially if you want 
to spin or slide it out of turns. But 
when you get it right it’s so much fun 
and even better when you can do it 
with Spencer, Schwantz, Parish and 
McWilliams.” 

WE’RE 
ALIVE & 
KICKIN’

TO ADVERTISE IN

CALL DENNIS ON
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Less action but faster lap times. That’s what the new ZX-10R offers.
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T’S A funny thing this technology lark in 
motorcycles. All the top litre sports bikes 
are great machines, each and every one 
of them. They all have more power than 

most can use on the road, they are all incredibly 
fast, and their handling ability is better than the 
average punter can cope with anyway. But, it seems 
to be on top of the sales charts each new model has 
to step it up in the technical aids game.

A bike with so many rider aids can only be at its 
best if the rider takes the time to explore all the 
aids in detail. Many probably won’t delve too much 
into it, finding a setting that suits them and leaving 
it at that. It seems funny that bikes will be bought 
on what they bring to the table without the owners 
looking all that hard at what is actually on the table.

The 2016 Kawasaki ZX-10R is a good example of 
that. The bikes at the launch all came with the same 
suspension and rider settings, sorted by Bryan Staring, 
but it didn’t take long for people to change things to 
suit their own riding styles and beliefs. On the road 
you might never really even notice it but you can on 
the track that’s for sure.

TRACK FOCUSED
Matsuda San, the engineer in charge of this proj-

ect told us his budget was used mainly on essentials 
needed for faster lap times, not for aesthetics, hence 
why the bike doesn’t look startlingly different. His 
aim was for the bike to be the fastest it could be 
on the track, not to be a fun machine where wheel 
stands and brutal acceleration  are the norm. “If 
you want that,” he said, “buy a Ninja H2”.  I finally 
realised a few hours later while charging on to the 

I
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main straight at Wakefield Park what he 
was talking about. I ‘got it’. And that’s 
the reason why I think the new ZX-10R 
is the easiest to ride at speed sports bike 
I have ever ridden. It’s one thing to get 
a sensation of speed because the bike 
is frighteningly fast or loves to launch 
out of corners on the back wheel, but 
I cannot think of another bike which 
has allowed me to ride as comfortably 
fast as the 2016 ZX-10R. Plenty have 
been close, and arguably more fun, but 
the Kawasaki is King Lap Timer at the 
moment, for me at least.

STRAIGHT FROM THE 
TRACK

Look at this, is exactly what Kawasaki 
Australia’s team were telling us when 
pointing to the new Showa External 
Chamber forks. This type of fork is 
usually found only on superbike grids 

and are extremely expensive. Showa 
has obviously made a set a bit more 
obtainable price wise and they look the 
business, they really do. They are inter-
nally essentially the same as WSBK spec 
forks but with a smaller diameter, which 
should help give a bit more flex and 
‘feel’ for the road.

Another area the bike has been 
changed for the track is the lower seat 
height. This gives the rider more of a 
sitting in feel than a perched on top. 
Personally I’ve never liked race bikes that 
have the rear end jacked so high you feel 
like you are looking at the front wheel. 
It’s a personal thing I know, but the new 
riding position suited me. The offset 
though is the reduced distance between 
the seat and footpegs. Yes you sit more 
‘in’ the bike but there’s less leg room 
than before. Shorter riders will prefer 
this I’m betting. We must remember the 

bike has been designed to be faster on 
the track and most racers are not six feet 
tall.

There’s been a few chassis changes 
suiting the new track focused mantra. 
The previous generation ZX-10R needed 
a lot of height in the rear to get it to 
turn better. This was usually done by 
simply adding spacers under the rear 
shock, quite a few in fact, and many 
riders preferred their rear wheel to be as 
far back as possible to improve stability, 
usually brought on by the fact the rear 
end was so high. The 2016 model has the 
steering head now brought closer to the 
rider and it has a longer swing arm. Part 
of the race kit is an adjustable steering 
head and swing arm pivot for further 
chassis tuning ability, and the engine 
has been placed higher in the frame too, 
which is to help improve corner turn in 
by having a higher centre of gravity.

KAWASAKI ZX-10RRIDDEN
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ENGINE AND ELECTRONICS
It really is more a case of what hasn’t been 

updated rather than what has with the 2016 
ZX-10R. The engine was never short of outright 
grunt and hasn’t been changed too much. 
Power is much the same as before, 200hp at the 
crank (207 with ram air effect), but there’s been 
improvements in cylinder head porting, exhaust 
valves, cams and the combustion chamber. It’s 
all about a better burn and exit of the gasses 
by the sound of it. It does have more power but 
doesn’t necessarily feel like it on the track.

Other engine related improvements are 
electronic throttle valves, a lighter crankshaft, 

bigger airbox, cassette style gearbox and a tita-
nium exhaust.

Like I said, there’s a raft of updates but these 
are the ones which stood out for me.

S-KTRC – This traction control system is way 
ahead of the previous generation system. It is 
linear in its action, by that I mean there are no 
real steps that you feel. There are five settings 
and the aim, according to Kawasaki literature, 
is to maximise acceleration rather than save you 
from a  high side as such. I really noticed this on 
corner exit, with the bike seemingly unable to 
wheel stand out of the corner. Remember that 
‘got it’ moment I mentioned earlier. That’s when 
it all made sense. The bike wouldn’t let you 
wheel stand because it wanted to get you to the 
next corner as quickly as possible, and pulling 
‘wheelies’ isn’t the way to do that. There’s no 
wheelie control as such, just a very sophisticated 
traction control system.

Bosch Inertial Measurement Unit (IMU) – This 
is the brain which controls the electronics by 
taking data from five different axis, angle, 
pitch, yaw, braking and acceleration. The IMU 
interacts with the traction control, the corner-
ing management function and other electronic 
features of the bike to get you cranking around 
the circuit as fast as possible.

Balance Free Front Forks – These WSBK 
derived Showa forks are sublime. Wakefield 
is a bumpy track but these forks soaked up 
everything thrown at them. Under braking or 
through very quick bumpy corners I could not 
fault them. Never once did I feel like changing 
the settings from what Bryan Staring delivered. 
Possibly the best stock forks I’ve ever sampled.

Brembo brakes – These 50mm Monobloc cali-
pers and 330mm discs also proved faultless. They 
are a great balance between initial strong stop-
ping power and feel. The bike comes standard 
with race quality braided lines too, so no 

traction 
control…
way ahead 
of the 
previous 
generation 
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need to change anything for racing.
Kawasaki Engine Brake Control – This 

was an area I played around with a bit. 
I shared the bike with Steve Martin and 
for the second session he changed to 
no engine braking. Of course there is 
still engine braking but it’s much less 
intrusive than standard. I didn’t know 
this had been done and in my second 
session I couldn’t put my finger on what 
had changed, but I wasn’t as comfort-
able at pace. Once I found out what had 
been changed I reverted to the standard 
engine braking settings and preferred it 
like that. Many racers will probably like 
the bike with as little engine braking as 

possible, to allow faster corner entry but 
it wasn’t for me. I do like the fact it’s 
available though.

Power Modes – There are three, Full, 
Middle and Low. Middle is 80 per cent 
and Low is 60 per cent of full power. 
The power didn’t feel as strong as the 
previous model ZX-10R but it is stronger 
on paper. But the two factors which 
would affect this is we were on a tight 
track where outright speed couldn’t be 
exploited and the gearing is standard. 
Realistically the standard gearing would 
be lowered substantially if the bike was 
raced on this track. And the traction 
control getting involved in the mix too 

would have given me a slightly different 
perception of speed. Remember that Fun 
V Lap Time I was talking about? It is still 
wickedly fast though.

There are quite a few updates besides 
the ones just mentioned, like the elec-
tronic steering damper, titanium exhaust, 
‘high vis’ instruments and the quick-
shifter and KIBS (Kawasaki Intelligent 
anti-lock Brake System. Both ABS and 
Non-ABS versions will be available, with 
the ABS version retailing for $23,000 
and the Non-ABS version for $22,000. A 
Limited Edition (Winter Edition) model 
will also be available, with some styling 
tweaks, for $23,200.



the bike 
felt so 
easy to 
control …
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RIDING IT
The thing that really stands out 

for me with this bike is how easy 
it is to ride fast. The engine spins 
up very fast and the brakes are 
extremely potent, but the bike 
always felt planted under hard 
acceleration, hard braking and 
through very fast corners. I’ve 
ridden plenty of other superbikes 
around Wakefield Park Raceway 
and in certain spots of the track 
have struggled to keep my compo-
sure on the bike, usually under 
hard braking. Not so with the new 
ZX-10R, the bike felt so easy to 
control and get into the corner 
under hard braking, which had 
the added benefit of pretty much 
no arm pump.

Initially I thought the bike 
understeered and at first thought 
it was me not trusting the bike on 
turn in. We increased the compres-

sion damping slightly and it made 
a difference, but it was most likely 
helped by me having more confi-
dence in the front end as well.

I don’t believe I have ever 
ridden a bike as fast around 
Wakefield Park as easy as I did the 
ZX-10R.

VERDICT
No doubt many of the features 

of Johnny Rea’s 2015 world 
championship winning ZX-10R 
have made their way onto the 
2016 customer machine. It will be 
interesting to see how it compares 
with the other hot shots on the 
race track here in Australia in 
2016. It’s a bike which has plenty 
of technology on it but it doesn’t 
overwhelm you like some bikes 
can and is very intuitive in the way 
it interacts with the rider. It’s one 
of the best at doing it in fact. 

1. Showa Balance Free Forks 
feature an external damping 
valve chamber. The rebound and 
compression damping valves are 
completely separated so that the 
oil only flows in one direction 
through the valves.
2. A Bosch five-axis IMU with 
software developed in-house 
at Kawasaki has a six-axis 
operation. This allows the IMU 
to sense changes in pavement 
elevation, camber, and the 
motorcycle’s position relative 
to them; it can even discern 
different tyre profiles.
3. A new racing-style “cassette” 
design allows quicker and easier 
gear ratio changes, with ratios 
more track focussed then before. 
A contactless-sensor equipped 
quickshifter similar to the H2R is 
standard.
4. Sport-Kawasaki TRaction 
Control (S-KTRC) system has 
five modes of operation instead 
of three as before. Modes One 
and Two are designed for racing, 
Mode Three is for a “dry circuit 
with high-grip tyres,” while Mode 
Four is for “dry canyon roads 
or commuting”, according to 
Kawasaki. Mode Five is intended 
for wet circuit or street use.

KAWASAKI ZX-10RRIDDEN 1
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SPECIFICATIONS

 KAWASAKI ZX-10R 2016
Kawasaki.com.au
PRICE: From $22,000 + ORC
WARRANTY: Two-years, unlimited km
CLAIMED POWER: 
147.1 kW {200.0 PS} / 13,000 rpm
154.4 kW {209.9 PS} / 13,000 rpm (with RAM air)
CLAIMED TORQUE: 
113.5N.m {11.6 kgf (m} / 11,500 rpm 
WET WEIGHT: 206kg
FUEL CAPACITY: 17L

ENGINE: Liquid-cooled, 4-stroke In-Line Four, 
998 cm³ Displacement, 76 x 55mm Bore and 
Stroke, 13.0:1 Compression ratio, DOHC, 16 
valves, dual injection 47 mm x 4 (Mikuni) 

GEARBOX: 6-speed, return
CLUTCH: Wet multi-disc, manual
CHASSIS: Twin spar, cast aluminium
RAKE: 25°  TRAIL: 107mm

SUSPENSION: Front: 43 mm inverted Balance 
Free Front Fork with external compression 
chamber, compression and rebound damping 
and spring preload adjustability, and top-out 
springs. Rear: Horizontal Back-link with BFRC 
lite gas-charged shock, piggyback reservoir, 
compression and rebound damping and spring 
preload adjustability, and top-out spring 

BRAKES: Front: Dual semi-fl oating 330 mm 
diameter discs, Dual radial-mount, opposed 
4-piston Caliper. Rear: Single 220 mm disc, 
Single-bore pin-slide, aluminium piston Caliper

WHEELS & TYRES: Cast aluminium star-pattern 
fi ve-spoke wheels, 120/70 x 17in, 200/55 x 17in, 
Bridgestone Battlax RS10FG

DIMENSIONS
WHEELBASE: 1440mm
GROUND CLEARANCE: 145mm
SEAT HEIGHT: 835mm
OVERALL HEIGHT: 1145mm
OVERALL LENGTH: 2090mm
OVERALL WIDTH: 740mm
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M E A N E R
TOUGHER

C L A S SI E R

ROM its lustrous paint, drag-
race inspired styling, super-fat 
rear tyre and fastidious atten-
tion to detail, the new Harley-

Davidson CVO Pro Street Breakout is one very 
special limited edition motorcycle.

None of those things caught my eye when 
I first saw the Pro Street Breakout though – it 
was the air filter, a massive Screaming Eagle 
pod mounted between the massive cylinders 
and pointing toward the finish line, a quarter 
mile away.

None of the painted oval or round cans 
with a conventional filter hidden away inside 
for the Pro Street Breakout, this bike is serious 
about performance, with incredible torque 
developed right off the bottom of the rev 
range.

The bike is Harley’s take on custom 
American muscle – a machine which can match 
its high performance looks with high perfor-
mance grunt. H-D’s CVO range has always 
been about power and exclusivity, and the 
CVO Pro Street Breakout is no different.

Move in closer to the CVO Pro Street 
Breakout and you start to notice the details, 

like the headlight cowl and bellypan scoop, 
styling details which come from the drag 
bike world. The ‘Smoked Satin’ handlebars 
are very much drag-race inspired, and they 
combine with the forward controls to provide 
a comfortable, aggressive riding position.

From that riding position you’ll notice a 
pair braided steel lines running from mid-
tank forward and over, presumably to free up 
space under the tank so the designers could 
get it closer to the engine, which looks better. 
Above the tubes is the single instrument pod 
with an analogue speedo and selectable LCD 
readouts – trip, ODO, time, that sort of thing.

You control the instruments through one 
of the chunky buttons on the left switchblock, 
which also houses the cruise control selec-
tor, another standard feature of the CVO Pro 
Street Breakout.

The right hand switchblock starts the bike 
and controls the Keyless Ignition – the key fob 
can stay in your pocket, and flipping the kill 
switch to off kills the ignition, too, but not the 
steering lock - for that you need the flip-out 
circular key built into the key fob.

What you won’t see coming from the 

With the best motor ever fitted to a Harley 
and incredible fit and finish, the Pro Street 
Breakout is a very special motorcycle…
TEST: NIGEL PATERSON  PHOTOS: RYAN GRUBB

F
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switchblock is a throttle cable, for 
Harley’s engineers have dumped that 
in favour of an electronic ride-by-wire 
system.

Harley-Davidson’s alarm system is 
in place and disarms automatically 
if you’re nice and close with the key 
handy.

GRUNT, AND MORE 
GRUNT

Under the tank is Harley-Davidson’s 
Screaming Eagle Twin-Cam 110B motor 
– the most powerful air-cooled engine 
ever fitted to a production Harley. At 

1. 110 Cube engine
packs a serious
punch. Harley-
Davidson doesn’t
like to quote power
figures but will
quote the torque,
which is a massive
151 Nm.
2. Normally the
rear brake gets a
huge workout on
often under-braked
H-D front ends. Not
this time though,
with the twin discs
and four piston
callipers up front.
No one will be
kicking sand in
the face of these
brakes.
3. Rider’s perch is
comfortable, the
pillion’s perch not
so. The price of
style hey?
4. And talking
of style, there’s
plenty of it on
the CVO Pro
Street Breakout.
Everywhere you
look are custom
billet piece, like
this cover.

hard to make its bikes sound as good
as they can and still pass the draconian
Australian noise laws, so the biggest
problem with the sound of the CVO
Pro Street Breakout is it’s too quiet,
but there’s no doubt owners and their
dealers will be able to release a few
decibels to make the audio experience
of the Pro Street Breakout as good as
the styling.

There’s modern technology inside the
6-Speed Cruise Drive transmission, too.
Firstly there’s the light-pull hydraulic
slipper clutch, which is easy to use and
reduces the propensity of the fat back
tyre to lock if you’re aggressive on the
gear lever and lazy on the clutch. The
’box itself is as loud and clunky as all
modern big-bore Harleys, but we never
missed a shift.

Final drive is by toothed belt.

DRAG STRIP STYLE
From the Speed Screen to the Blunt-

Cut Mufflers, the designers put a lot
of effort into making the Pro Street
Breakout epitomise American muscle.

The machine is available in two
colour schemes – the Starfire Black
version we tested and White Gold Pearl/
Starfire Black.

Either way you get gloss black
5-spoke Aggressor wheels with low-
profile tyres, a new Smoked Satin

1801cc (110 cubic inches), it’s a very big 
V-Twin, and with 101mm pistons going 
up and down between your legs you 
know this is one serious machine.

Harley-Davidson doesn’t quote power 
figures, but the company claims 151Nm 
of torque – 21Nm more than the stan-
dard Breakout and 36 more than the 
V-Rod muscle, two machines renown 
for their grunt.

However you want to describe it, 
there will be a smile on your face every 
time you nail the throttle and rocket off 
toward the horizon.

Harley-Davidson works extremely 

1
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Never mind the 
price, feel the width…

SPECIFICATIONS

2016 CVO PRO STREET BREAKOUT
www.harley-davidson.com/en_AU
PRICE: $42,495 + ORC
WARRANTY: Two-year/unlimited kilometre
COLOURS: Black/Gold

CLAIMED POWER: 
No claimed power fi gure from Harley-Davidson
CLAIMED TORQUE: 
151.4Nm[111.6ft-lbs] @3500 rpm
CLAIMED WET WEIGHT: 332kg

ENGINE: Air-cooled, four-stroke, V-twin, two-valves 
per cylinder, pushrod actuation, 101.6 x 111.1mm 
bore x stroke, 1801cc, 9.2:1 compression, electronic 
sequential port fuel injection, two-into-two exhaust

GEARBOX: Constant mesh, six-speed
CLUTCH: Wet, multiple-disc
CHASSIS: Tubular and box section steel frame.
RAKE:  35°,  TRAIL: 196mm

SUSPENSION: Single shock absorber on rear, inverted 
telescopic forks.

BRAKES: Dual 4-piston fi xed calipers on front, single
2-piston fl oating caliper on rear.

WHEELS & TYRES:  Five spoke ‘Aggressor” cast alloy 
wheels, 130/60 –19, 240/40 ZR18.

DIMENSIONS:
SEAT HEIGHT: 660mm
OVERALL LENGTH: 2330mm
GROUND CLEARANCE: 120mm
WHEELBASE: 1680mm

FUEL ECONOMY COMBINED CITY/HWY: 5.5 l/100 km

5. The first twin-disc Softail 
front end, and USD forks.
6. A giant pod lets the CVO 
Breakout breathe deep.  
7. Dressin’ up the bellypan… 
8. Drag-race inspired ‘Speed 
Screen’.



[40 ] ISSUE 101 RAPID

HARLEY-DAVIDSON CVO PRO STREET BREAKOUTRIDDEN

chrome finish on many engine and exhaust 
components, the Speed Screen (headlight 
cowling) and Chin Spoiler (bellypan), exqui-
site forward controls from Harley’s Airflow 
collection, a race-inspired seat with custom 
badge… the list goes on and on.

As a package, it really works. This is one 
of the best-looking American muscle bikes 
ever produced – the right silhouette, modern 
touches, classic lines and incredible attention 
to detail.

THE HANDLING
All the power in the world isn’t much use 

if you can’t control it, so Harley-Davidson has 
added high-performance upside down forks 
and dual 4-piston caliper brakes.

Compared to the standard Breakout, 
the front wheel is two inches smaller, a 19 
instead of 21. This, combined with the USD 
forks (and unchanged rake at 35 degrees) 
have driven the trail out to a very long 
196mm, which goes a long way to explaining 
why the CVO Pro Street Breakout wants to 
understeer heavily at walking pace before 
stabilising nicely once you’re out of first gear. 

As speeds rise, the CVO Pro Street Breakout 
feels better and better, sitting solidly on the 
road as stable as a rock at highway speeds.

Fast sweeping bends are fun on the CVO 
Breakout, just push on the ’bars and enjoy 
the lean over before the footpegs touch 
down. The suspension works OK, better 
than I expected although it’s no V-Rod. In 
slower speed corners you’ll scrape the pegs 
easily and the fat rear tyre doesn’t want to 
roll over onto its edge, but it’s not scary or 
anything – just not really what the Breakout 
is designed for. Just be very careful the first 

time you do a U-turn.
The USD front end gives confidence under 

brakes, which themselves are powerful 
thanks to the twin-disc set-up at the front. 
Harley has been fitting Anti Lock Brakes 
to most of its bikes for years, and the CVO 
Breakout is no exception.

ON THE ROAD
With its reach-forward drag-style ’bars 

and forward foot controls, the CVO Pro 
Street Breakout is good to ride at freeway 
speeds. You don’t feel like you’re going to 

“A s  a  p a c k a ge ,  i t  re a l ly  wo rk s . 
T h i s  i s  o n e  o f  t h e  b e s t- l o o k i n g 
A m e r i c a n  mu s c l e  b i ke s  eve r 
p ro d u ce d  –  t h e  r i g ht  s i l h o u e t te , 
m o d e r n  to u c h e s ,  c l a s s i c  l i n e s  a n d 
i n c re d i b l e  at te nt i o n  to  d e t a i l . ”





[42 ] ISSUE 101 RAPID

HARLEY-DAVIDSON CVO PRO STREET BREAKOUTRIDDEN

get blasted off the back by the wind, but 
you’re upright enough that the reach 
to the ’bars doesn’t feel onerous. That 
said, if you’re short and have short arms 
you mightn’t find the CVO Pro Street 
Breakout as comfortable as I did, but you 
won’t have trouble getting your feet on 
the ground, because the seat height isn’t 
going to be a problem.

Talking of the seat, it’s comfortable 
and stylish. The pillion perch is quite 
small and designed for small bums, and 
is removable of you want to travel solo 
and show off the beautiful lines of the 
Breakout.

The Screamin’ Eagle motor has incred-
ible grunt right off the bottom of the rev 
range, with maximum torque reached 
at just 3500rpm, so you can get to sixth 
gear pretty quickly and leave it there 
much of the time. It shakes and vibrates 
but it’s also balanced, so you know 
you’re riding a big V-twin without it 
being too tiring or numbing.

At highway speeds the engine is hardly 
working at all, running at low revs and 
eating the miles – so much so Harley 
claims it uses less fuel on the highway 
than either the standard Breakout or 
V-Rod muscle, despite also being the 

heaviest of the three. The difference 
is marginal to the Breakout, but over 
20 per cent better than the V-Rod, and 
might be down to the cruise control, 
because if you let the bike manage the 
throttle it’ll work as efficiently as it can.

The cruise control system is easy to use, 
positioned well for your left thumb to 
engage, set, resume and change speed.

The fuel injection and ride-by-wire 
systems worked flawlessly during 
our test, providing excellent feel and 
response without hunting or playing up.

YOU WANT ONE, DON’T 
YOU?

The Harley-Davidson CVO Pro Street 
Breakout isn’t for everyone. In some 
ways it is too easy to criticise – too 
expensive, understeers at low speeds, 
poor cornering clearance even by cruiser 
standards… but that misses the point. If 
you want those things, Harley-Davidson 
has plenty to offer you, as do a myriad of 
other manufacturers.

What we have here is a beautiful 
machine which offers excellent perfor-
mance and kick-arse American attitude, 
which adds up to an incredible ride, 
which is much harder to find. 

IS IT WORTH IT?
The Harley-Davidson CVO Pro Street 

Breakout is priced at an eye-wateringly 
expensive at $42,495*. That sort of money 
would buy you Harley’s biggest touring 
bike, the Ultra, with enough change for a 
cross-country tour.

But realistically, the buyer of a CVO 
Breakout or an Ultra are two different types 
of riders, so it’s hardly an apt comparison. 
What buying a CVO Pro Street Breakout 
gives you is a custom machine the way 
the factory’s engineers and designers 
envisaged it, which makes it pretty special. 
H-D hasn’t been too concerned about 
the price, because these limited-edition 
machines are only produced in small 
numbers for the people with the passion 
and budget – they aren’t for everyone.

For a similar amount of money you 
could buy a standard Breakout ($29,750) 
and build something unique, something 
very special – but you’d probably struggle 
to pay for all the engine, suspension and 
brake work found on the CVO Pro Street 
Breakout for the difference in the price, 
and you’d still have a standard Breakout, 
and while Harleys in general hold their 
value quite well, you only get a fraction of 
the money you spend on accessories and 
modifi cations back when it’s sold. Buy a 
CVO and the money is spent up-front and it 
will retain value based on the whole spend.

*All prices are ride-away.

M E A N E R
TOUGHER

C L A S SI E R
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CELEBRATING OVER 35 YEARS
OF SERVICING AND SUPPLYING
PARTS FOR DUCATI MOTORCYCLES

FULL WORKSHOP FACILITIES

 

E. sales@ducati-gowanloch.com
SHOP ONLINE

www.ducati-gowanloch.com

GOWANLOCH DUCATI
10/25 GAREMA CIRCUIT
KINGSGROVE NSW 2208

P. 02 9750 4346   F. 02 9750 7852
E. SALES@DUCATI-GOWANLOCH.COM

FRONT & REAR 
CALIPERS

DISC KITS

HPK BRAKE & 
CLUTCH MASTER 

CYLINDERS

NOW DISTRIBUTING BREMBO
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EING the son of a motorcycle 
magazine editor sure does have 
its benefits. I’ve been on a few 
launches and tested a number 

of bikes over the last few years but it’s only 
been as a fringe dweller. It’s a bit of a differ-
ent story now though, I’ll be more involved 
with Rapid Magazine, and who knows where 
that will lead.

To start with I’ll be keeping readers abreast 
of what’s happening in the world of what’s 
usually called ‘Real Road Racing’. And as I’m 
based in the UK for the moment, I’ll be seek-
ing out modified bikes over here. It’s a big 
scene, and near where I live in Shropshire 
there’s a weekly gathering of riders and bikes 
at The Raven. We are just coming out of 
winter so it’s been a bit quiet but it will start 
getting some traction again soon. You’ll see 
all sorts here, standard modern bikes, classics, 
streetfighters, cafe racers etc.

Enthusiasts everywhere have their own 
take on things, depending on the country, 
and over here you’ll see a lot more older 

riders on sports bikes and in full leathers 
than you would in Australia. You’ll also see 
a lot more modified older bikes, with better 
suspension and so on. Streetfighters are huge 
here too. They have never been my thing 
but each to their own. Soon the weather will 
great and the bikes come out en masse.

ROAD RACER
I have been actively road racing for 10 

years, and starting wobbling around the 
paddock before I was five. Over the years I 
have raced everything from a CBR150 to a 
full blown Superbike and pretty much every-
thing in between. That includes racing at the 
Isle of Man TT with this year being my third 
TT and fourth time getting the tap on the 
shoulder to be let loose around the world’s 
greatest track.

I am currently the fourth fastest Australian 
ever around the TT course. It’s not some-
thing that I say lightly because many great 
Australian riders have gone there before me 
in years gone by and there’s three sitting 

Pure road racing fanatic 
Alex Pickett joins the Rapid team.

B
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in front of me, especially Dave Johnson 
and Cam Donald, two great blokes I’m 
lucky enough to call friends.

In 2013 I did the Manx GP on a Ducati 
848, built from a statutory write off 
by Shaun Sutcliffe and George Tamine 
from Dmoto in Sydney. My dad gave 
them a bit of a hand but they built me 
a bike I took to pole position in the 
Newcomers race, with a lap time of 
114.8mph. It’s history now that our tank 
wasn’t big enough to give me two laps 
at that pace so we had to make three 
pit stops to everyone else’s one. I still 
finished 8th, a result I’m very proud of. 
That result got me a ride the next year 
at the TT with TC Racing, and then last 
year with Ice Valley BMW.

My greatest achievement though, 
despite all the TT racing and winning 
a couple of Australian Pro Twins titles 
when I was 17, is racing with my dad 
in the PCRA One Hour enduros at 
Wakefield Park. We’ve won a couple of 
times, and it’s an event I look forward 

1. I rode this BMW
2014 S 1000 RR
after my 2015
model had some
issues. This was
last raced at the
Macau GP before I
jumped on it. This
is at Ago’s leap,
obviously famous
for wheel stands.
2. After I crashed
out of the
Superstock race
last year the bike
was a bit second
hand, but so was I.
It sat there while I
got choppered out.
3. My mate Franck
Petricola and
I. Despite still
recuperating from
injuries at the
North West 200, he
smiled all the time.
R.I.P mate.

ing myself a chopper ride off the moun-

tain. Last year is definitely one to forget 

with both myself crashing as well as 

my team-mate Franck Petricola passing 

away in practice which was definitely a 

shock to the system as we had gotten 

pretty close before that unfortunate 

accident. 

That is one of the main reasons this 

year I’m just concentrating on the 

Superpsort bike because I feel I need 

to go a step back so I can make a step 

forward in experience. For me the main 

reason I’m going back is not to prove 

a point to anyone else or me, it’s just 

that I have this empty space that only 

the TT can fill. Who knows how long it 

will take to fill that chapter in my life. It 

may take one more year or another ten, 

something I’ll decide after this year’s 

event.

Another great thing will get to do 

is experience the racing life in the UK 

which is massive compared to Australia. 

to all year. Until recently the PCRA One 
Hour last year was the last time I raced 
a bike.

Although I love the power and 
handling of modern bikes, I also love 
the classics, and the camaraderie and 
atmosphere in Australia at the big 
events like the Barry Sheene Festival of 
Speed and the Island Classic.

ABROAD I GO
With this years TT I have decided to 

do things differently and have taken 
up the massive task of running my own 
team in the Supersport races. I have 
relocated myself to the UK so I could 
train, experience a different lifestyle 
and in all honesty be better prepared 
for this year’s event both physically and 
mentally more then I have been for 
the last couple of years. I definitely will 
be the first one to admit that I haven’t 
taken the TT as seriously as I should 
have last year and that showed with me 
coming off in the Superstock race, earn-

FEATURE 1

2

3

TT RACING
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Even at this year’s BSB testing they had 
over 10,000 spectators which is crazy 
compared to back home.

PREPARATION
I decided to buy a race bike from 

my friend Luke Burgess up on Mackay. 
His family runs Mackay Kawasaki and 
Luke’s ZX-6R was kitted out spot on for 
me, with a nice engine, quick shifter, 
Bazzaz system, Titanium exhaust and 
Mupo suspension and steering damper. 
I did get one very short ride on the bike 
before I left for the UK in September 
last year, and the thing was a bullet.

But it needed some specific prepara-
tion for the TT.

My dad and Brad Woodhouse from B 
and C Motorcycles in Newcastle checked 
it out, lock wiring things that are 
required for the TT but not normally 
for short circuit racing. They also had 
to enlarge the fuel tank. TT rules state 
the tank can be up to 24 litres but the 
original shape or silhouette must be 
retained.

Without any knowledge on the 
subject, only ‘advice’ they could blow 
the tank out with compressed air, they 
went to it. The first time they didn’t 
mount the tank to the frame and 
it blew the bottom of the tank out, 
not breaking any welds but making 
it impossible to put back on the bike. 
Apparently a few judicious taps on a 
block of wood against the tank recti-
fied that, and eventually they got 21 
litres from a 17 litre tank. This was 
after messaging my old team boss Mick 
Charnock over on the Isle of Man, who 
gave them the right info, no doubt with
a fair few chuckles.

Seriously though I can’t impress 
enough the importance of having your 
bike mechanically right at the TT. Last 
year I had a front tyre go totally flat at 
around 300 km/h, right as I tipped into 
the kink at the end of Sulby Straight. 
The tyre came completely off the rim, 
and it was only the gutter that bounced 
me straight, otherwise I was about to 
jump off before the bike hit the wall. 

van. When we showed up we realised 
we were one of the last ones there 
and space was at a premium. We also 
realised how serious these guys take 
their racing even at club level. I genu-
inely thought we would be one of the 
best outfits there with our caravan and 
full on race van, which is more than 
what I’m used to back home, but when 
we showed up our setup was at the 
lower end of the spectrum. There were 
loads of full on race trucks and even a 
few semi trailers. This is just one of the 

lower domestic series in the UK so you 
can just imagine the setups they have 
at BSB etc.

To be able to race at the IOM TT 
you need to have a Mountain Course 
Licence, issued by the ACU. Usually I 
race on an FIM International Licence for 
the TT but this time I’ve handed in my 
Australian licence and taken up an ACU 
licence. The Mountain Course Licence 
is to ensure once a year racers don’t 
enter. You must show six races you have 
completed over the last 12 months. I did 
some back in Australia but I still needed 
some this year, one of the reasons I did 
the No Limits meeting. And entering 
the TT isn’t what people might think 
either. Anyone can enter but it’s hard 
to get your entry accepted unless you 
have done at least a 120mp/h lap, which 
I have done, so my entry was accepted 
straight away. Usually only four or 
five Newcomers are accepted for the 
TT, with the Manx GP later in the year 
the avenue riders usually take to 

To this day we don’t really know what 
happened to Franck. A mechanical fail-
ure can kill you, and there’s no doubt in
my mind that this has happened many 
times on the TT course over the years.

The other area I’ve had to prepare 
was my fitness. The people I live with, 
Garry and Jenny Cranage, are both 
fitness oriented, with ‘Gaz’ in the British
military. It’s been tough, because as 
my friends know, I’d rather pull in to 
a Maccas store than drive past it. But 
I’ve lost heaps of weight, am fitter 

than I ever have been and am enjoying 
the new me. I run at least five times a 
week, ride 10 kilometres to work and 
back most days and do lots of other 
cardio stuff.

NO LIMITS
It was vitally important I got to race 

my ZX-6R before arriving at the TT, as 
this has been an issue the last couple of 
years. You can’t just dawdle down Bray 
Hill on your first lap, as the guy behind 
you will most likely have his tapped. 
Confidence in your machine and your-
self is everything, and I need to have 
that in my bike before I go out for my 
first lap of 2016 TT practice.

I recently had my first short circuit 
race in the UK at Snetterton. The series 
is called No Limits and they cater for 
anything between 250GP bikes to full 
on Superbikes so there was plenty of 
action going on. We showed up to the 
track Friday morning so we could get 
a good spot for the caravan and race 

“ I t  wa s  v it a l ly i m p o r t a nt  I  got  to 
ra ce  my  Z X- 6 R b e fo re  a r r iv i n g  at 
t h e  T T,  a s  t h i s h a s b e e n  a n  i s s u e 
t h e  l a s t  co u p l e o f ye a rs . ”

4 5 6

4. My bike as it 
arrived in the UK. 
It had already 
been prepared 
back in Australia 
but we still had 
some more to do 
to get it TT ready.
5. I don’t have a 
proper workshop 
where I’m living 
in Shropshire, so 
I do most of it in 
the garden when 
the weather’s fine.

6. This is at the 
Cookstown 100 in 
Northern Ireland. I 
think my girlfriend 
Tay is saying, “ 
but Alex, you’ll go 
faster if you twist 
the throttle all the 
way around!”



[48 ] ISSUE 101 RAPID

have their first taste of the Mountain
Course. The speeds are lower there and
this is by far the best option for riders
wanting to start. The four or five TT
Newcomers are usually high profile
short circuit riders, like former World
Supersport racer Robin Harms. Last year
he rode for the team I rode for in 2014,
and didn’t go anywhere near as fast
as me, which made me feel ok I have
to say. Apparently your biggest critic is
always yourself.

Anyway, back to the No Limits round.
Due to the weather being very aver-
age on Friday and Saturday, and only
two degrees C, plus the fact I didn’t
want to risk my Kawasaki I decided to
sit out those days and finally got to
turn a wheel Sunday morning. It was
such a great feeling getting the bike
on the track, and it performed unreal.
Plenty of power, handled great, I could
not fault it. Even though the weekend
didn’t go to plan fully, not getting the
track time I would have liked, I still
thoroughly enjoyed myself. I’d like to
do more rounds this year, as you can
camp at the track and the atmosphere 
at night is fantastic. At each round 
they even have an endurance race, at 
one round it’s for eight hours. This is 
because it’s daylight until very late of 
course but it’s a shame that can’t be 
done more often in Australia.

HIGHS AND LOWS
It’s been hard being away from my 

family and friends but I have enjoyed it. 
It got better very quickly when my girl-
friend Tay walked through the arrival 
gates at Manchester though, and she’ll 
be over here with me until we come 
back to Australia later in the year.

Tay was only here for a couple of 
days before we flew to Northern Ireland
for the Cookstown 100. This is a road 
course on the Irish Road Series. In pics 
it looked fast and narrow and it didn’t 

1. Celebrating my
Bronze Replica in
the second 2014
Supersport race. A
fantastic day, and
night.
2. At Joey’s Bar
in Ballymoney.
Northen Ireland.
This was the bar
Joey Dunlop owned
and his family
still run. It was a
privilege having a
pint there.
3. The paddock at
the No Limits club
meeting. Makes
the Australian
Superbike
Championships
look like poor
cousins, the
amount of race
transporters there.

and Claire Hosier during the meeting, 
and on the Sunday they took us up to 
Joey’s Bar at Ballymoney, the pub made 
famous because it was owned by Joey 
Dunlop, my dad’s hero. We also went 
to Portrush to see the Northwest 200 
course. All in all we had a fantastic few 
days away and can’t wait for the TT to 
start in late May.

 – Alex Pickett

disappoint in real life either. Practice
was Friday, racing Saturday. There’s no
racing on Sundays in Northern Ireland.

I rode a WK Supertwin for Belfast
based Sammy Crossett. As a young fella
I grew up watching the Irish pure roads
series with dad and to finally get to
compete in one of the rounds was very
special for me. It was Tay’s first time to
any kind of motorsport, and she had a
great time, despite it being much colder
than back home in Australia. It started
to snow during one of my practice
sessions.

When you are a newcomer at these
road courses you get looked after,
shown the course and given tips on
going the right path so to speak. I
gradually got faster and found myself
on the front row for the Supertwins
race. Prior to that the 1000cc bikes went
out and that was a bit scary to watch to
be honest.

I only had one race, a five lapper,
giving me a race distance close to 20
kilometres. In the scheme of things, the
Cookstown 100 is a shorter road race in
Ireland, and hairy I can tell you.

In the race I got a great start and led 
the field into turn one, but getting on 
the gas out of the corner had the clutch 
slipping, enough for me to have to ease 
off to nurse the bike back home for 
sixth. I needed this ‘tick in the box’ to 
get the required meetings needed for 
my TT Mountain Course Licence, so all 
good.

Sammy and the team treated Tay and 
I like family and the people in Ireland 
are the friendliest you’ll meet. Sammy 
must have been happy with my riding 
because he’s asked me to come back 
and ride for him at the Skerries 100, 
held in County Dublin in July. Of course 
I said yes, and all going well at the TT 
I’ll have some more bike time under my 
belt.

We stayed with my friends Andy 

FEATURE

“ Fo r m e t h e m a i n re a s o n I ’ m
go i n g b a c k i s n ot to p rove
a p o i nt to a nyo n e e l s e o r
m e , it ’s j u s t t h at I h ave t h i s
e m p t y s p a ce t h at o n ly t h e
T T c a n f i l l . ”
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ROAD ADVENTURECOMPARISON BMW S 1000 XR, DUCATI MULTISTRADA D

Designed to be comfortable, 

powerful and versatile, are 

these three bikes perfect for 

Aussie roads?
BY PICKETT, PATERSON & MACARTHUR



the faster you ride, the less time there is 
to react to changing conditions - so there 
was no time to react to the rut in the 
corner which appeared in front of me, a 

rut created by trucks braking into the bend, pushing 
the asphalt from where it was laid into a ridge beside 
the newly-created long, skinny pothole, which just 
happened to be on my line.

And I was going way too fast to avoid both the 
hole and the ridge - bumps which send most sports-
bikes into suspension-bucking fits, so I relaxed, kept 
the power on and got ready for the tankslapping 
front end and pogoing tail… but it didn’t happen.

It also didn’t happen to my two mates riding 
the Caponord touring in front of me or the Ducati 
Multistrada behind me, and I was delighted with the 
way the BMW S 1000 XR seemed to simply glide 

T

DVT, APRILIA CAPONORD TOURING
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over the ruts, the long travel suspension on 
the XR soaking up the punishment like it was 
made for it.

The new generation of performance adven-
ture bikes have been designed for road rather 
than track use, with riding positions which 
aren’t aggressive, with quality suspension 
units designed to cope with bad roads and 
with the facility to take luggage and go on 
tour.

Comfortable, fast, practical and fun, they 
may not be perfect but they might be perfect 
for you.

NOT ADVENTURE BIKES
With the introduction of the Ducati 

Multistrada Enduro, with its 19-inch front 
wheel and aluminium panels, none of the 
manufacturers represented here is trying 
to convince you any of these machines are 
genuine adventure bikes anymore - Aprilia, 
Ducati and BMW all have machines with laced 
wheels more suitable for off-road riding. The 
bike on test here though are fine on a good 
(even rough) dirt road, fun on smooth tar but 
outstanding on average to poor bitumen.

APRILIA’S CAPONORD 
TOURING

Starting in alphabetical order, let’s have a 
look at the Aprilia first.

One of three Caponords in the range, it’s 
the middle model between the base Strada 
and adventure machine Rallye. As such it’s got 
lots of electronic wizardry, panniers standard 
and more than the other two is aimed at the 
touring market.

The power is provided by a 1200cc V-Twin 
producing 125 horsepower, which is more 
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than enough for the class, although 
on paper it’s quite a few down on the 
other two bikes here, however it only 
feels slow if you’re actually trying to 
out pace your mates. In the real world 
though, the power difference, while 
being noticeable is not something 
most riders will worry about.

The Caponord has been designed to 
be a comfortable ride across all roads 
and all seasons - so it has a protec-
tive fairing, but not one which blocks 
all the breeze in summer, it has a 
comfortable upright riding position 
which is fine in the city, and a tall 
enough screen that the wind blast at 
highway speeds doesn’t force you to 
hang on.

There’s cruise control for a relax-
ing freeway drone, and the button 
is already set into the switchgear for 
the optional heated handgrips - they 
should be standard.

The Caponord has ADD, aTC and 
ABS - Aprilia Dynamic Damping, 
Aprilia Traction Control and Anti-Lock 
Braking System.

Aprilia’s advanced
electronic
suspension makes
short work of rough
roads.

has various modes too, sport, rain and 

touring. Sport provides full power 

and the hardest hit to the throttle 

response, touring is where most 

people will spend most of their time, 

with its smooth throttle response 

yet full power availability, while rain 

mode is good for bad weather  and 

heavy traffic.

BMW S 1000 XR
BMW has been building its GS 

model adventure bikes for decades 

and its four-cylinder sportsbikes for 

some years now, but neither range 

had a bike to compete with some-

thing like the Ducati Multistrada - less 

adventure, more performance.

So the Germans designed the S 1000 

XR, a new model in the sporty S-range 

but with an upright riding position, 

ABS we’re all pretty familiar with. 
On this bike it can’t be switched off 
and was never intrusive. The aTC trac-
tion control system is designed to 
prevent wheel spin.

The most interesting of the acro-
nyms is the ADD, Aprilia Dynamic 
Damping, which basically translates to 
semi-active electronic suspension.

Set to auto, the suspension auto-
matically detects when you add 
weight via passenger or luggage and 
adjusts the suspension accordingly. 
It also constantly monitors the riding 
conditions and how the bike is being 
ridden - so suspension will start to 
stiffen up if you’re riding hard and 
it will also respond to changing road 
conditions.

It’s all fairly subtle, with nothing 
shocking ever bumping through the 
controls, and it all works pretty well, 
too - adding up to a nicer ride, but if 
you don’t like the feeling it imparts 
you can adjust everything manually via 
the dash, too.

The ride-by-wire controlled engine 
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DUCATI MULTISTRADA 1200
PRICE: From $23,990 + ORC

ENGINE: Liquid-cooled L-twin

CAPACITY: 1198cc

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed and chain drive

FUEL CAPACITY: 20 L

FRAME TYPE: Tubular steel trellis

SEAT HEIGHT: 825-845mm

WET WEIGHT: 209kg

FRONT SUSPENSION: 48mm USD fully 
adjustable forks

REAR SUSPENSION: Fully adjustable 
single shock

BRAKES: Dual 4-piston calipers on front, 
single caliper on rear

TYRES: 120/70-17, 190/55-17

BMW S 1000 XR
PRICE: From $22,190 Ride Away

ENGINE: Liquid-cooled inline four

CAPACITY: 999cc

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed and chain drive

FUEL CAPACITY: 20 L

FRAME TYPE: Alloy composite bridge frame

SEAT HEIGHT: 840mm

WET WEIGHT: 228kg

FRONT SUSPENSION: 46mm USD fully 
adjustable forks

REAR SUSPENSION: Single shock with 
preload and rebound adjustment

BRAKES: Dual 4-piston calipers on front, 
single caliper on rear

TYRES: 120/70-17, 190/55-17

APRILIA CAPONORD TOURING
PRICE: From $20,000 Ride Away

ENGINE: Liquid-cooled V-twin

CAPACITY: 1197cc

TRANSMISSION: 6-speed and chain drive

FUEL CAPACITY: 24 L (5L reserve)

FRAME TYPE: Modular Tubular steel

SEAT HEIGHT: 840mm

WET WEIGHT: 204kg

FRONT SUSPENSION: SACHS 43mm USD 
fully adjustable forks

REAR SUSPENSION: SACHS Single shock 
with ELEC. preload and rebound adjustment

BRAKES: SS fl oating double disc on front, 
SS disc on rear

TYRES: 120/70-17, 180/55-17

SPECIFICATIONS
1

2

3

touring capabilities and excellent 

performance characteristics, especially 

on public roads.

The heart of the machine is the 

160hp (118kW) four-cylinder motor. 

It’s a wonderful, incredible power-

plant - seamless power from just off 

idle to redline, and amazingly free of 

drive-line snatch or flat spots - let the 

revs and speed drop to nearly 30km/h 

in top and simply roll on the throttle 

and the bike doesn’t hesitate, snatch 

or complain - it just pulls away cleanly 

and smoothly. Amazing.

Australian-delivered S 1000 XRs 

will come basically fully loaded with 

regards to suspension and electronic 

rider aids. So it gets ABS Pro, which 

works even as the bike is leaned, 

Automatic Stability Control (ASC), 

Dynamic Traction Control (DTC), which 

comes as part of the optional Pro 

riding modes. There’s also electroni-

cally controlled suspension, Dynamic 

ESA, which allows you to adjust the 

suspension – yes it’s a separate thing, 

plus riding modes and more. There are 

optional extras also but standard the 

bike comes highly equipped.

1. Multistrada dash 
is easy to navigate 
when you know 
what buttons to 
push. Luckily we did. 
2. S 1000 XR dash 
looks the simplest 
to navigate and 
probably is, and 
has the entry key to 
all that electronic 
suspension 
goodness.
3. The Caponord’s 
dash was the most 
gimmicky, and the 
hardest to use. You 
need an owner’s 
manual.

access to two other riding modes, 

Dynamic and Dynamic Pro. As with 

pretty much every other rider aid 

system built, the further you go up the 

performance chain on the XR, the less 

intrusive the rider aids become.

I won’t go into each and every 

accessory because there are quite a 

few, from touring to performance 

UNDERSTANDING THE 
‘AIDS’

In standard trim the XR comes with 

two riding modes, Rain and Road, but 

if you purchase the optional ‘Dynamic’ 

package for $1,375, you get DTC, Gear 

Shift Assist Pro (quick shifter), Riding 

Modes Pro, ABS Pro, Cruise Control 

and LED indicators, phew, you get 
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and bling, but the other main optional 
package available is the Touring 
Package where you get Dynamic ESA, 
the attachments for a GPS, a  luggage 
grid and case holders. You can of 
course decide not to buy any of this 
and go with the base model but if you 
want to retrofit any of these options 
at a later date it will cost you more 
than if you ordered it from new.

If you unleash all the power this 
has and go with the least amount of 
electronic intervention you will be 
heading towards the horizon at an 
alarming rate. This bike has so much 
stonk off the bottom it’s fun with a 
capital FAAAAARK! It’s geared on the 
low side, and perfect for back roads. 
On highways it sings along nicely too. 
I’d keep the gearing as is.

Thank the stars it has the brakes 

Optional XR seat was
reasonably good but
not the best of the
bunch. We thought
the ‘XR’ patch was a
nice touch though.

nothing that’s unpleasant.
Top speed is around 250 kilometres, 

or so I’m told, so the short gearing no 
doubt plays a part in this too.

DUCATI 
MULTISTRADA DVT

Until the 2016 Multistrada Enduro, 
with its dirt-friendly spoked wheels 
and other off-road focussed design 
and components was announced in 
late 2015, Ducati wanted us all to 
believe the Multistrada DVT was an 
adventure bike, but it was soft-road 
at best.

and the suspension to match it. The 
suspension isn’t built for racetracks, 
it has decent travel designed for our 
crap roads, but it’s still on the soft side 
of sport. I found the suspension hard 
to fault really, whether it be when 
the bike is rolling and the electron-
ics are doing their job or when you 
are adjusting the pre-load settings. It 
all just works as it should. Nothing is 
perfect of course but as an all-round 
package the XR is pretty right.

I loved the engine for it’s usable 
power, and it’s this sort of power that 
makes it more fun on the road than 
the RR’s powerplant. Of course they 
are very similar but while the RR keeps 
going after the XR has signed off it’s 
in territory most riders will never be 
on the road. The engine gets a ‘buzzi-
ness’ to it around 4000 rpm but it’s 



RAPID ISSUE 101 [57 ]

The DVT Testastretta
engine is a big
improvement over
the previous engine,
with smoother power
delivery without
losing the grunt.

With cast 17-inch wheels and lots of vulner-
able plastic, the Multistrada wasn’t really 
taken seriously for off-road use, but in this 
company, it’s the best of the bunch. Its rider 
modes include enduro, which drops the 
power to 100 horses and sets up the ABS and 
traction control for off-road use, and the 
suspension works better than the other two 
in the gravel, too.

But bitumen is the natural terrain of this 
beast. The company’s racing heritage means it 
can be punted around racetracks surprisingly 
fast, but cornering clearance becomes a real 
compromise, so again, not its natural terrain. 

Another riding mode is urban, for taking 
on the city. Again there’s a drop in power 
output, but on the flipside the power is really 
tractable in urban mode and I’d recommend 
every Multistrada owner try it out - it was 
my preference for commuting. However, big 
1200cc motorcycles are never at home in the 
urban jungle, so lets talk about where the 
Multistrada is at home, out of town, on the 
highway, on the backroads, taking on the 
twisties.

Australia has endless miles of sealed and 
unsealed roads which the Multstrada seems to 
have been built for. It performs faultlessly on 
smooth bitumen, the wide ’bars giving heaps 
of leverage to throw the bike into turns, 
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it leaps out of corners aggressively 
in sports mode as all the ponies are 
unleashed with a flick of the wrist.

For longer sections touring takes 
over, offering all the power with more 
relaxed throttle response. It’s also the 
mode to use on rougher roads, the 
smoother power making life easier 
over crappy roads, while the suspen-
sion all but eliminates the hassle of 
poorly maintained bitumen.

The new DVT variable valve timing 
technology has taken away the angry, 
aggressive nature of many previous 
Multistrada motors, a characteristic of 
extracting maximum horsepower. DVT 
means you can have 160 horses yet still
have civility.

While some markets have found a 
flat spot in the torque curve of the 
DVT engine, I didn’t - smooth and 
seamless through the rev range, so I’m 
putting international issues down to 
different emission laws.

While the base-model Multistrada 
may not have the fancy suspension of 
the S-model, what it does have works 
really well, and I’d have to think long 
and hard before I’d commit and extra 
four grand to the up-spec version.

ON TOUR
For this comparison BMW supplied 

the S 1000 XR with its optional  top 
box, the Aprilia came with standard 
panniers and the Multistrada had the 

All three bikes have 
strong or weak 
points compared to 
the others here but 
the main thing is 
they are all at home 
being belted hard 
on Australia’s back 
roads.

touring pack - panniers, heated grips 
and centre stand.

All three bikes are excellent for 
eating the miles. The only bike with 
Touring in its name, the Caponord 
Touring, is simply the best tourer of 
the bunch - it’s the most comfortable 
(riding position and seat comfort), 
the panniers are the nicest to use, the 
engine is the most relaxing; this is a 
great bike to see the world on, and 
with its 24 litre fuel tank you can.

The Ducati’s panniers are compro-
mised by the exhaust system exiting 
underneath the right hand side, so a 
cut-away design and heat shielding 
is built in, reducing capacity of the 
pannier, which is bummer if you have 
lots of gear to carry. In touring mode 
the bike is great to ride long distances, 
the big V-twin providing a nice throb 
as it lopes along easily.

BMW has a rich history of touring 
bikes, but the S 1000 XR was built by 
the sports devision. The short gearing 
and sometimes buzzy engine make 
it the least relaxing of these three to 
ride long distances, and the seat locks 
you into place and is thinly padded. 
We didn’t get to try out the optional 
panniers, but the top box was great to 
use, although it’s very pricey at over 
$1500. Despite those issues the XR is 
fine for long distance riding, but you’ll 
need more breaks, especially more 
than your mate on the Caponord.
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RIDING HARD
Although the BMW and Ducati have 

the same claimed horsepower, I reckon
German horses must be stronger 
than Italian ponies, for the S 1000 XR 
simply was faster than the the other 
two bikes. The Ducati was never far 
behind, but it didn’t leap out of turns 
as fast as the BMW and doesn’t have 
the top-end rush, either.

Attacking the corners on the BMW 
and Ducati was more fun than on the 
Aprilia, but all three bikes are great 
fun in twisty countryside.

I’d ridden the Ducati quite a few 
miles before I got a chance to throw 
a leg over the BMW and I’ve been so 
impressed with the latest Multistrada I 
was surprised BMW managed to build 
the S 1000 XR so capable straight out 
of the box, but that’s exactly what 
they have done, and if I have to pick a 
sports winner, it’s the BMW.

IN THE GRAVEL
With its enduro riding mode and 

great suspension, the Ducati is my 
preference when the surface turns to 
dirt. 

Not the happy hunting ground of 
these bikes, many owners will consider 

The Multistrada, the S 
1000 XR and the Caponord. 
All amazing bikes in 
their own right. Both 
the Multistrada and the 
XR had the runs on the 
board before the test, but 
the Caponord was the 
unknown. None of us really 
gave it a chance against 
the other two. But it was 
the big surprise packet. 
Aprilia has massively 
improved its Caponord to 
the point we can see some 
people choosing this bike 
over the Ducati and BMW, 
and not just because of the 
cheaper price.

The Ducati though is the most 
versatile, simply the best of the 
bunch on gravel, very close to 
the BMW in outright perfor-
mance and an excellent tourer 
with the touring pack fitted, the 
Multistrada has a lot going for 
it - so much so my mate bought 
the Multistrada at the end of the 
test. He’d ridden them all and 
wanted the Ducati… 

dirt roads to be obstacles rather than 

fun routes, but that’s doing all these 

bikes a disservice - they are all not just 

capable on dirt roads, but fun.

They all have suspension well suited 

to gravel roads, their electronics means 

they aren’t the beasts they could be 

and wide ’bars, riding positions well 

suited to standing and tyres which 

actually work OK off road makes 

taking these bikes up the unsealed 

road to see the view from the top not 

just achievable but fun.

Although not adventure bikes, don’t 

discount the ability of these machines 

when the bitumen disappears.

CONCLUSION
With existing 2015 models now 

priced at $19,000 ride away, the 

Aprilia is certainly the bargain of the 

pack, and if your main priority is a 

touring bike, it’s hard to get past its 

touring comfort, range and value, but 

the other two certainly offer certain 

advantages.

The BMW is the sportiest of the 

group, it’s performance being simply 

amazing. Not only can it be ridden 

very hard in all sorts of conditions, it’s 

also a handy touring bike, too.
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OR an Australian road 

racer to be successful 

internationally it takes 

a combination of talent, 

opportunity, determination, and risk. 

A rider’s progression to the world 

stage can be difficult and more than 

likely will endure many obstacles, but 

for Glenn Scott his patience and persis-

tence have helped him to understand 

by the moral principles of his parents, 

Denis and Denise Scott. This ethos of 

“never giving up” runs deep through-

out the family, including Glenn’s older 

siblings Greg and Candice. The Scott 

family has always been united about 

two things; racing motorbikes and 

working the family business “Scott’s 

tubes”, a nursery based in Mangrove 

Mountain NSW. The sibling bond is 

that these challenges are all valuable 

ingredients to building a solid road 

racing career. It’s been quite the rocky 

road for Glenn and his family so far, 

but they are hoping the results will 

come on board the Team Lorini Italia 

Honda CBR600RR in the World Super 

Sport (WSS) Championship. 

Glenn’s tenacity and strong work 

ethic has been infused and inspired 

F

GLENN SCOTT
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stronger than concrete and was strength-
ened by the passing of their parents in a 
fatal motorcycle accident when Glenn was 
only 12. The family was determined to stay 
together and continue to fulfil their parents’ 
legacy of building a successful family busi-
ness and achieving the racing aspirations of 
Glenn.

FLAT TRACK ATTACK
Like a large majority of Australian road 

racers, Glenn cut his competitive teeth in 
the dirt. The Scott family farm is within a 
stone’s throw of the Central Coast Junior 
MCC (CCJMCC) in Somersby, and Glenn soon 
found his racing spirit by hanging loose on 
his mighty LEM 50, earning himself his first 
Australian title at the age of six.

Glenn: “That’s where I grew up and my 
first race was there, my Dad (Denis) was 
heavily involved in the club, he was trea-

surer for a while, whenever we would go
racing it would always start at Somersby 
and then it grew into traveling half of the 
country… racing oil tracks, dirt tracks and 
progressed from 50s to 250s and then 450s… 
I have friends and family friends we travelled 
around with and we will be friends for life.”

David Smith: (Current President CCJMCC) 
“The Scott family was totally committed to 
their racing and Glenn was always deter-
mined and focused on becoming a better 
rider, even as a nine-year-old he’d be watch-
ing the next race to learn how he could 
improve and he always wanted to be on the 
top step.” 

Glenn: “Mum and dad packed the car and 
we’d throw our bikes in, and I remember 
it was all the family, my brother and sister 
would race their bikes as well, I never did 
motocross it was always flat track, there were 
so many flat tracks meetings on, you didn’t 
really have to do any thing else.”  

Back then Glenn was banging ’bars with 
guys like Matt Walters, Sam Masters and 
especially Luke Richards. Glenn and Luke had 
some epic battles and they would alternate 
in winning Australian dirt track champion-
ships for many years. By the age of 15 Glenn 
had won 42 state and 8 Australian dirt track 
titles.

ROAD BEGINNINGS
After years of dirt track mastery, the next 

logical step forward for Glenn was to trans-
fer his dirt skills to the bitumen. 

“It was something I always wanted to step 

up onto.... when I was 10 or 11 my dad put a 
60cc engine into a 150 frame and we would 
go and do some riding at go kart tracks 
when we could..... I think that’s where the 
bug really come from.”

Candice also shared her brother’s passion 
for bikes and had been road racing in 
Australia for several years with some good 
results and admits she took pleasure in beat-
ing the boys whenever she could. In 2006 
she was competing in a 125 support race to 
the MotoGP at Phillip Island and was lead-
ing the pack into turn one but had a massive 
highside and suffered a crush fracture in 
her back and neck. Sadly this injury meant a 
long recovery for Candice, but this created 
an opportunity for Glenn to compete in the 
Australian 125GP Championship.

“I started racing here in Australia on 
my sister’s Honda RS125… I turned 15 in 
September so I was able to do the last three 
rounds of the championship that year, and 
got a couple of good results. I think I was up 
in like 6th in one race down at Winton, and 
absolutely loved it.”

In 2007 Glenn rode for Team 27, with Colin 
Stoner (Casey’s dad) helping to prepare his 
Honda RS125 and Terry Paviell coaching and 
improving his road racing skills. Glenn settled 
in quickly to his first full season and soon 
displayed a natural adaptation to road racing 
and went on to become Australian 125GP 
Champion.

Greg: “Glenn always wanted to race on 
the road, and he kept getting quicker after 
each race and you could see that Colin and 

Highs, lows, 
pitfalls and 
pain. It’s a 
long way to 
the top.
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Terry were molding him into a rider of 
the future, and helping him hone his 
race craft.”

“In 2007, I started off riding a 
standard 125, then as the season 
progressed and I got more experience, 
Colin updated the bike to go faster. It 
was great to win the Australian cham-
pionship but I knew I wanted to race 
on the world scene.” 

Greg: “Half way through the year, 
he started dominating. He ended up 
with like ten straight wins, had a few 
lap records throughout the year, his 
first year of road racing, and won the 
Australian championship and that 
really is a big deal.”

That was it, Glenn was hooked and 
his dream of road racing internation-
ally was on track...

THE PLANE TO SPAIN 
(CEV CHAMPIONSHIPS)

Glenn always had his eyes set on inter-
national racing and at the end of 2007 
he had the choice of moving up to a 600 
and continuing to race in Australia, or 
take up an offer to compete in the 2008 
CEV 125GP Spanish Championships with 
privateer team 7C on a Honda RS125. A 
daunting decision to make for a 16-year-
old but with the support of his brother 
Greg they decided it was an opportunity 
too good to let pass. The CEV champion-
ships are extremely competitive and seen 
to be the transition series into the more 
elite world championships of MotoGP. 

Glenn’s time in
Spain on the 125
was a massive
step up from
Australia.

For 2009 Glenn signed with Team 
Stop and Go Honda, a factory team with 
very competitive bikes, highly seasoned 
mechanics and large sponsor backing. The 
team structure was more experienced and 
Glenn decided to move to Sant Fruitos, a 
small town just outside Barcelona so he 
could be more focused. This was to be 
a much more rewarding year for Glenn 
and he finished 7th in the first race of the 
season, and continued with some strong 
results to finish the 2009 season 16th 
overall.

After two years in Spain, Glenn was 
beginning to build the foundations of a 
solid racing career in Europe, however 
the prolonged effects of the 2008 GFC 
were starting to change the economic 
structure of racing across the world, fund-
ing and sponsorship disappeared into the 
GFC black hole, and gaining sponsorship 
from Australia become almost impossible. 
This made it difficult for Glenn to remain 
in Spain and he decided to come back 
home to regroup.

Glenn: “The results were good but 
not good enough for a European team 
or company to pick us up because there 
were too many of their own riders who 
were doing so well and they looked 
after their own before helping anyone 
else. And that was where we learnt 
very quickly that it was very difficult for 
Australian riders to make that jump. 
Some will say it was wrong, some say it 
was right, but at the end of the day we 
saw an opportunity and we took it.

In Europe there are procedures in place 
to help gifted riders make the transi-
tion to these elite levels of racing, and 
a large majority of these riders have 
come through the CEV series. It is very 
difficult for Australian riders to secure 
overseas rides as they are not only heav-
ily contested, but you also have to bring 
a large amount of sponsorship to the 
team. The CEV championships are held 
on some of the most prestigious race 
tracks in the world, including Valencia, 
Aragon, Jerez, and Catalunya.

So with youthful enthusiasm Glenn 
and brother Greg headed to Spain as this 
seemed to be an opportune pathway 
to Glenn’s dream of one day racing in 
World GP. At CEV championship rounds, 
you might see 70 plus riders in the fight 
to qualify. The racing was much faster 
and more intense compared to what 
Glenn was used to back home, and 
although he regularly qualified he was 
disappointed with too many DNFs. 2008 
finished as a challenging year, and really 
a year of them trying to learn and under-
stand the mechanics of racing in Europe, 
experience the circuits, whilst aiming to 
find some consistency and speed on the 
track.

Greg: “You can’t just rely on the 
rider’s ability, you need the right struc-
ture and the right environment. The 
biggest mistake we made was the infra-
structure was too new, and I don’t think 
we were ready to go straight into the 
Spanish championship at that stage.” 

GLENN SCOTT
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1. If it wasn’t for 
the support of 
Greg and Candice, 
Glenn’s career so 
far would not have 
been possible. 
2. Pushing hard 
will always result 
in a few spills. 
This was one 
of Glenn’s most 
spectacular on 
the Insure My 
Ride CBR1000RR. 
A lack of bravery 
has never been an 
issue for Glenn. 
3. Non-stop action 
in dirt track is why 
Glenn was able 
to win so many 
championships. 
Ability had just a 
little to do with 
it also. 

 

 

“We took a risk in Spain and it half paid off 
because when I came back here to Australia I 
had more support then I could ever imagine. I 
managed to gain a great deal of sponsorship 
and I had set the path for quite a few good 
years racing here in Australia.”

ASSURED AND INSURED IN OZ
Glenn’s return to Australian racing in 

2010 saw him for a short while race a BMW 
S 1000 RR and then move to WNR on a 
Kawasaki ZX-6R to compete in the FX and 
ASBK Supersport classes. He started to find 
some consistency over these two years and 
in 2011 finished 4th in ASBK SS and 2nd 

in FX600. Glenn was beginning to show 
his speed and ability to win races and was 
gaining more confidence from his sponsors, 
especially Luke Smith, Business Development 
Manager for Insure My Ride (IMR).

Luke: “2011 was a good year, and Glenn 
started to find his groove and show everyone 
he was fast in both ASBK and FX.” 

So in 2012 Glenn and Greg formed Glenn 
Scott Racing/YRD with the support of 
Yamaha and IMR, riding a Yamaha R6. 

Greg: “We wanted to create a representa-
tion and a name that would represent Glenn. 
My job was to teach Glenn how to budget, 
communication etc, as that is very important, 

and now he does that very well.”
Glenn: “Insure my Ride said if you can run 

your own team we will support you more, 
so we created our own team and wore the 
manager’s hat as well as rider’s hat, and we 
had a few good years. To run your own team 
was character building for me and it was 
good to get those few years of experience to 
understand now in my career what it takes 
for these teams to run each year, the money 
involved, the preparation and how important 
each member of your team is.” 

Luke: “Luckily Glenn teamed up with a 
few good people, and put together a tidy R6 
with help from YRD and IMR.”
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Darwin was Glenn’s first pole on 
the R6, and as the season progressed 
so did the results with multiple wins 
and podiums throughout the year and 
he finished the 2012 season 4th in 
ASBK-SS overall. 

For 2013 the timing was right for 
the move to Superbike, a huge step 
up logistically and financially, but with 
the experience gained from running 
their own SS team in 2012, Glenn and 
Greg felt with the right support they 
had every chance to be competitive in 
the ASBK Superbike championship as a 
privateer.   

Luke: “After Glenn won the 
“Ultimate Rider” TV Show (in 2012), 
we looked around for rides with a 
few Superbike teams, but we soon 
decided that we would be better off 
running our own Superbike team. We 
met with Paul Free and Glyn Griffiths 
from Honda and we arranged to buy 
Team Honda’s 2012 races bikes, and 
they gave us good advice to help to 
get us started.” 

Greg: “2013 was a massive step up 
the SBK you need to step it up as there 
is more pressure, as you are part of the 
main show. We marketed ourselves 
more as we started to get more media 
attention being a privateer against 
the factory teams, and making sure 
we actually had a game plan, for the 
weekend. We had Terry Paviell coach-
ing for some rounds, Daniel Stauffer 
for some breaking down the processes, 
Bernie Hatton for helping Glenn to 
understand to find those tenths, in SBK
you are trying to find those smaller 
margins racing against guys like 
Maxwell and Stauffer who have been 

1. While the rider
is at the controls,
having a good
team behind them
is essential to
success.
2. A well deserved
victory.
3. AARK racing
gave Glenn his
first real ’taste’
of the big time,
with a number of
rides in the 2015
World Supersport
Championship.

the lunch break, only to have that 
engine die too. We thought our week-
end was over, until Dustin Goldsmith 
said we could take his ZX-10. So there 
I was pushing Dusty’s ZX-10 as fast as 
I could up pit lane, screaming out to 
our mechanics “I’ve got us a bike, get 
Glenn ready!”. Glenn had never sat 
on a ZX-10 let alone raced one. But 
he rode the wheels off it to keep in 
front of Beau and Chaz for points, to 
finish as top privateer, that race is what 
won us the Privateer Championship.”

With the success of 2013 Glenn 
was keen on carrying this momentum 
into the 2014 AFX-SBK Championship. 
The team had a better structure with 
more refined roles and was also more 
experienced in its second year with the 
IMR CBR1000RR. The major race teams 
and riders of Honda, BMW, Yamaha 
and Kawasaki were all back together 
again in one championship, and Glenn 
started the season strongly with two 

there a lot longer. In 2013 we had help 
from Vaughan Cummings from MSC 
Steering Dampers, Adam Nolan and 
Dean Von Schill (Mechanics)”

Greg: “Luke Smith and I in the 
Superbike years looked after the finan-
cial, marketing, presentation, gear and 
the truck and made sure we were all 
in sync, Glenn was with Vaughan and 
helped prepared the bike.” 

“We won a few races and in 2013 
we were privateer champions which 
was great. We stood on the podium 
with the factory guys, we showed that 
the package was there it was just a 
matter of bringing it all together on a 
race weekend and actually making it 
work.”

Luke: “The highlight of the 2013 
season for me had to be Hidden Valley. 
It was stinking hot, Glenn put one 
bike over the fence, then the engine 
in the spare bike failed. We managed 
to do a complete engine swap in 

1 2

3

GLENN SCOTT
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wins in Wakefield and podiums in the next 
two rounds, showing he had the speed to 
compete with the best riders and teams in 
the country. A heavy crash and zero points in 
round four at Winton put a huge dent in his 
championship hopes, the bike was never the 
same and made the rest of the season quite 
challenging but he still managed to finish 6th 
in AFX-SBK overall.

Luke: In 2014 we ambitiously and perhaps 
naively thought we could race two bikes 
in both FX Superbike and Formula Oz. We 
kicked ass at Wakefield but also realised 
racing back to back was too hard. We still 
finished as top privateer for the season, and 
had a lot of fun along the way.”

“2014 was a massive learning curve for 
me and although I wasn’t as successful as 
I wanted to be I was happy to finish the 
season in a respectable position and show 
that on the right day I could be fast! Running 
your own team as well as riding is no easy 
task and the stress of both definitely caught 
me out. Wearing both caps definitely taught 
me a lot though and was a good experience 
for me. The biggest thing I learnt was if you 
want to win races, stick to just being the 
rider providing you have the luxury to do 
so!”

2015 AARK AARK THE 
CROWS ARE A CALLING

Glenn’s determination to be competi-
tive amongst the factory teams in his 2014 
AFX-SBK campaign didn’t go unnoticed and 
locally owned AARK Racing offered him a 
bike to compete in 2015 World Supersport 
Championship.

“I knew Andy (Andy Offer-Owner AARK 
racing) when I was racing SS in 2012. Andy 
won that championship that year with 
Mitchell Carr. I just got a phone call at the 
end of 2014 and Andy said he wanted to do 
something for 2015.” 

Initially the proposal from AARK was a ride 
in the first two rounds of the WSS champi-
onship in Australia and Thailand, but with 
Glenn finishing 14th in both of these rounds 
and Andy’s stubborn determination to 
complete the season, the deal was extended 
to the final round. 

Andy: “I’m glad we did because the knowl-
edge you gain when you reach a certain level 
is more than double of what you have learnt 
before, and I’m sure Glenn would agree, to 
go to Europe and compete on their terms, at 
their tracks is a very daunting experience.”

“With AARK it was an overwhelming expe-
rience, you had a rows of semis, big teams 
with five or six guys working on one bike, 
definitely a big culture shock. I had a little 
bit of a taste of that when I was younger in 
Spain, but you could really see that this was 
the big smoke. Andy gave me an absolutely 
unbelievable opportunity and gave me my 
first real taste of international racing, putting 

“You just have to give it a 100 per cent in 
everything you do. For the past three or four 
years now we have been training together 
and he (Steve) has taught me a bucket load. 
Now we just sit down and plan a week, 
and have blocks (of training) between each 
round, so it is about touching base every 
week [via Skype and Email] and seeing what-
ever the food plan is, hitting personal bests 
etc.”

FLYING BALLOONS WITH 
TEAM LORINI   

Glenn has secured the ride of his life for 
2016 with Team Lorini Italia (Gemar Balloons)  
who were looking for two new riders as 
Roberto Rolfo had moved to the VAMAG MV 
Agusta team and Allessandro Nocco had been 
injured for most of the 2015 season. The team 
is managed by brothers Vince and Livio Lorini, 
are a highly experienced, well connected team 
and have been operating in WSS for over 10 
years. 

The bike is a 145hp Honda CBR600RR, with 
Bitubo suspension, full data logging system, 
oversized radiator and oil cooler, no traction 
control, and lots of carbon parts but still quite 
standard when it comes to frame and swing-
arm etc.

“I am very excited to sign with Team Lorini 
as they have an extremely professional outfit 
and are a very hard working team. I have a 
very good feeling about my year ahead and 
this is a really positive step forward in my 
career”

Greg: “Team Lorini is factory supported by 
Honda throughout Europe, so the main Honda 
hub looks after Lorini with parts, so Honda 
is watching Glenn, we just have to get the 
results. Team Lorini are really good people, 
kind hearted, and they like Glenn because he 
is from another country and they can see he is 
really committed and that he is always apply-
ing and learning what he has to do. Lorini is 
part of the bigger picture to continue working 
in the World Superbike Championship”

After some impressive testing at Phillip 
Island, Glenn was quickly starting to settle 
in with the team and was ready to tackle his 
2016 campaign.

“2016 has started fantastically, a career best 
finish at PI in 12th really showed that I had a 
good team behind me and good bike under 
me and that gave me great confidence. My 
first thoughts of the bike were, wow, this is a 
real Supersport bike. The feeling was incred-
ible, very fast and very strong power down 
low and extremely stable on track. The team 
was very satisfied with my results and the 
way I worked over that week at PI. We took 
baby steps to understand the bike and how to 
communicate with each other and this built a 
strong relationship between us very quickly. 
It’s like a family already, I love the Italian style 
and feel in the team. We trusted each other 
as we could see the improvement on every 

in a massive effort and the ride was certainly 
super appreciated. We had some tough times 
but we certainly didn’t stop trying.”

Andy: “We didn’t achieve as much as we 
wanted to achieve in 2015 but we did score 
points. We beat entrenched teams and 
AARK Racing gave another Australian rider 
a chance. If there is any one thing I have 
gained from 2015, it is the amount you rely 
on the electronics in world racing, and the 
need to have a core group of people around 
you to succeed.”

In 2014 AARK had raced WSS with a 
Triumph 675R, and changed to a Honda 
CBR600RR for 2015. This meant a clean slate 
with track/electronic data, and with the ‘top 
end’ electronic packages being too expensive 
for some privateer teams, the ‘affordable’ 
packages were very complicated, so for 
Glenn and the team it was always a chal-
lenge to find the optimum settings for the 
bike and circuit with the electronics that they 
could afford.

“I suppose the biggest step for me was 
understanding traction control in that I had 
never used it before, having all of these 
buttons on the handle bars that do different 
things, obviously was all new to me. It took 
me some time to learn the different feelings 
of ‘ok, that was traction control’, and you 
can change the degrees in different gears it 
was a massive amount to learn.”

Glenn finished the 2015 season 25th, 
and finished in the points at most rounds 
except for his four DNFs, the knowledge and 
experience gained of the WSS circuits, the 
chance to establish a place within the inter-
national racing environment, and finding a 
base to work from and train are all valuable 
assets that would carry through to his 2016 
campaign. 

“It’s very difficult for Aussie riders when 
they go overseas to find somewhere to live 
where they are not just staring at four walls 
all day. I have a really good friend (Jordi) 
who was my team-mate back in 2009 when 
we went to the Spanish Championship, and 
he’s got a little house in Barcelona, so it’s 
cheap and affordable for me to live there, 
easy to get around, five minutes to the 
trains, 20 minute train ride to the airport, 
he’s got push bikes and dirt bikes for me, 
everything I need to do what I need to do.

Tamara: (Glenn’s partner) “Having a 
home to go to in Spain made the move a 
lot easier and having each other for support 
was priceless. The feeling of ‘home’ I think is 
paramount when living abroad, in order to 
feel safe, comfortable and in Glenn’s case to 
achieve the best results.”

A relaxing place to live, a good family vibe, 
home cooked meals and a pool out the back 
sounds cosy right? In theory maybe but when 
Glenn is not racing he is training and has a 
rigorous fitness program, working in conjunc-
tion with Stephen Mion from Fit-Moto.
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outing. The team was very happy with
my performance in PI, we finished in the
points and that was our goal. To fight
for top ten proved that with a bit more
time we could fight for solid results
later in the season.”

With Glenn only being in his second
year at World Championship level, what
are the team’s and his expectations for
2016?

“The team’s expectations are to finish
in the points every round. They are a
team that has done so for a lot of years,
so its more than capable. They know I
am a rider who is on his way up so they
don’t expect podiums straight away,
but they expect me do my best every
round, and that is finishing well into
the points. My personal goals are top
10s and top 5s, and that’s just realistic.
Podiums are the dream and on the right
given day I don’t see how that’s not
possible. I wanted to start the year in
the points, and I did that well, almost
top 10, so now I am going to aim for
top 10. My results in Thailand really
showed that Phillip Island (PI) was the
start of a building process, through-
out practice in Thailand I was sitting
around 12th and 13th. This was a step
forward from PI and I was only sitting
0.6 seconds off pole for every session. I
really believe without the bad luck of a
broken exhaust in the race I could have
taken my first top ten finish in Thailand
but I felt lucky to be able to limp the
bike home in 13th and still take champi-
onship points.”

STOP PRESS! UNLUCKY
BREAK - THE PAIN IN SPAIN

With two positive finishes, and the
season moving strongly in the right

For 2016 Glenn 
secured a full 
time spot in the 
World Supersport 
Championship 
with Team Lorini 
Italia on a Honda 
CBR600RR.

and his ‘never give up’ attitude keeps 

him positive and focused on his training 

and recovery. His Physio and Doctor are 

amazed by the speed of his recovery and 

firmly believe he will be on the grid for 

Malaysia. [He finished 13th-Ed.]

Glenn has firmly got his eyes on the 

prize, and working with Team Lorini 

Italia - Gemar balloons it is a huge oppor-

tunity that he has taken with the deepest 

of respect, he knows that this year is an 

important chapter in the stepping stones 

to his success. 

Luke: “There’s no denying Glenn has 

the talent to be one of the best in the 

world, I honestly believe that. The real-

ity is it takes more than talent to get in 

to the world championship, it takes a lot 

of money and huge amount of support 

from sponsors, friends and family to 

make it happen and I’m very proud to 

have been part of that journey.”

Glenn knows all too well that life is 

what you make of it, and with Greg, 

Candice, Tamara, his friends and support-

ers firmly by his side, Glenn knows that 

the only way to achieve his aspirations 

are from persistence and hard work.

“I’m going to approach (this year) with 

a sense of mongrel. Nice guys on the 

track get run over, and you have to put 

your balls to the wall and give it a red 

hot crack, so that’s certainly something I 

will be doing as I know I have the team 

and the bike behind me to do the job” 

You can keep up with Glenn’s championship 

exploits at www.glennscott.com.au 

direction for Glenn, he was keen to be 
back racing in Spain.

“I was excited to get to Spain and 
start the European leg of the champion-
ship. Aragon was going to be a true test 
of how we were progressing with the 
introduction of the European champion-
ship riders and of course we were at the 
home of many racers, they always get 
faster when they are back in Europe. But 
in saying that I was full of confidence 
and had a really good plan to work by 
with the team and a new direction to 
start with now having data from two 
races. 13 laps into my first session I had 
a small low side crash in turn two, crash-
ing on a cold tyre as the temperatures 
were freezing and it’s the first right 
hand turn at Aragon after a series of 
long straights and left hand turns. I 
would have walked away from the crash 
with no problems if it wasn’t for a rider 
exiting pit lane. Unfortunately I slid in 
front of a rider exiting pit lane and he 
ran straight over my left leg, he did his 
best to avoid me and of course it all 
happened so quick.

“This was a massive blow to my 
season. Emotionally and of course physi-
cally, I was upset because I had such a 
positive start to my season and this was 
a massive set back way to early in the 
season. But I have surprised both my 
physio and surgeon with my recovery 
rate and the goal of racing in Malaysia is 
becoming more of a reality every day.”

Another hurdle but Glenn has contin-
ued to remain optimistic, and with a 
titanium rod now through the middle 
of his tibia and some intense physio-
therapy he expects to be fit enough to 
race in Malaysia. His motivation is high 
but his the determination even higher 

GLENN SCOTT



Oggys are NOW Available for the Versys 650, 
Ducati Monster 1200 and Suzuki GSX-S1000.

Individually designed for each and every model The original crash protection brand
Highest quality materials Largest range on the planet No cutting required
Positioned for maximum protection Australian owned and made

Available at your favourite motorcycle accessories dealer. 
Contact Kenma Australia for more information about OGGY KNOBBS Ph 02 9484 0777
Email: sales@kenma.com.au visit www.kenma.com.au or search “OGGY KNOBBS”

HOT OFF 
THE PRESS
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V HISTORY
“MV AGUSTA From 1945 to the Present” is
a completely recreated and updated edition
with the graphic content of the historical
monograph by Mario Colombo and Roberto
Patrignani. Dedicated to the company of
Cascina Costa, reborn in the nineties thanks
to the great passion of a man who dedicated
his life to motorcycles: Claudio Castiglioni.
Within its pages is the story of this legendary
brand and its competitive triumphs by Carlo
Ubbiali, Mike Hailwood and Giacomo Agostini,
which in 2015 celebrated its 70th birthday.
The history is described in two distinct
sections; the first part covering human affairs,
technical aspects, industrial and sporting
achievements. In the second, the systematic
cataloging of all the models, both road and
track, including versions of the iconic F4, F3
and Brutale models that all exude the concept
of excellence in world motorcycle production.
This exceptional book is by Giorgio
Nada Editore, a name in publishing
synonymous with quality for over thirty
years, is available both in Italian and
English.
giorgionadaeditore.it

LADIES IN CHARGE
Motodry’s Chanel jacket is a perfect jacket for the 
ladies because winter is here!
It is designed to fit ladies specifically, so a good fit is 
ensured. It comes with CE Approved Armour, zip out 
quilted thermal liner (which can be used as a casual 
jacket), and a heap more.
Black/White colour only, in sizes 10-24. $199.95
motonational.com.au

HANDY PACK
Keeping your chain clean and lubed is important 
for chain life. Motul have a couple of great packs 
available for both road and off-road bikes, handy 
enough to keep with your riding gear or with your 
tools. Most good motorcycle stores will have these 
packs available now.
Motul Road Mini Chain pack includes:
1 x 150mL aerosol can Chain Lube Road
1 x 150mL aerosol can of Chain Clean
Motul Off Road Mini Chain pack includes:
1 x 150mL aerosol can Chain Lube Off-Road
1 x 150mL aerosol can of Chain Clean
Both are priced at $24.90. 
Find out more at linkint.com.au.

LIKE A PRO
Gloves are an accessory often overlooked yet they protect what 

connects you to your motorbike, and can drastically improve your 
riding experience. IXON has engineered the latest generation of high-
end racing gloves focused on comfort, security and performance, the 
RS HP Pro Gloves.
Tried and tested by professional riders around the globe including, 
Australian WorldSBK rider Josh Brooks and MotoGP’s Bradley Smith.
Comfortable hands means a focused rider - these gloves are made 
from a combination of goat, cow and kangaroo leather, this winning 
combination makes for durable, lightweight and strong gloves, that fit 
like a second skin.
The IXON RS HP Pro Gloves have a long cuff, with double velcro 
tightening buckles, to prevent unwanted skin exposure, and contribute 
to their comfortable, seamless fit.
Colours: Red, Blue, Black/White, Black/Yellow, Black/Green
RRP $269.95. ficeda.com.au

ON THE TOOLS
When you’re putting that race engine together, you need to make sure the right
bolts are torqued right.
Enter the Gear Wrench electronic torque wrench. According to the Gear Wrench
blurb, it ensures accurate and efficient tensioning of various fasteners, for 
superior and more consistent fitting.
And the first thing you should know is that not all torque wrenches are created
equally. Buy a cheap one from a budget store and you might not be
happy with the results. Stripped head bolts are not much fun. 
Not just smart, this wrench is flexible. The ETW 72-tooth gearing and
50 ratcheting arc provides greater access when working in confined
spaces and compromising angles. 
The GearWrench Electronic Torque Wrench is  packaged in a sturdy blow-
moulded case to prevent scuffing and breakage. On top of this the ETW can
record in five different torque measurements, in imperial and metric. 
Available now in two sizes:
3/8” Drive Electronic Torque Wrench – 30-340Nm (7.4-99.6 ft-lb) RRP $403.75
1/2” Drive Electronic Torque Wrench – 10-135Nm (25.1-250.8 ft-lb) RRP $437.55
gearwrench.com.au
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ARROW SHARP
That’s what your Honda CFR1000L Africa Twin will look
and sound like with an Arrow exhaust fitted.
Link has a number of different sets available for the
Africa Twin and you can buy them from all good
bike shops. The new range of new Arrow slip-ons,
collectors and full systems come in titanium, so besides
performing and sounding well, they will reduce weight
on the big bore adventure bike. 
In particular, the Titanium full system with Race-Tech
racing silencer boosts performance and is much lighter
than the OEM exhaust, while its unique style reflects the Paris-Dakar winning Africa Twins from the
Eighties and Nineties. Arrow’s new slip-on silencers developed for the Africa Twin are road legal,
headlined by a very light Maxi Race-Tech silencer in Titanium with a Carbon-Fibre end-cap and these
are also available in Aluminium and Aluminium “Dark”. Prices start at $849. linkint.com.au

TION WEAR
Look the business wearing your Kawasaki baseball 
jacket and beanie. Perfect for winter, especially at 
the race track or working on your bike in the shed.
The baseball jacket is available in both youth (8 – 
14) and unisex adult sizes (Small – 5XL). This black 
and grey button up, hooded jacket boasts a small 
Kawasaki logo on the front with a larger Kawasaki 
logo across the back.  Distinctive pinstripes around 
the soft, knitted collar and cuffs. RRP: $93.99
Keeping your bonce warm is the Slouch 
Beanie,coming in green, white and black pinstripe 
colour, the beanie features the Kawasaki brand on 
one side and a Kawasaki Racing Team logo the 
other. RRP: $20.00 kawasaki.com.au

Available from your 

local Authorised 

Yamaha Dealer or 

visit Y-shop for more 

information

We are proud to introduce our new Racing Oil, the RS4GP 10W40, 
a Fully Synthetic Performance Oil for Road and Offroad Vehicles. 

Engineered with Moto GP technology inside to provide the best 
performance and protection under normal and extreme conditions.
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RACE FACE
KAWASAKI fans will love this product, whether
it be at the office, home or even at school. This
item includes a black ink pen AND an 8GB US
in one product.
The 8GB USB nestles into the top of the pe
and is easily pulled out to use as a USB.
The USB locks firmly into the top section of the
pen.
Satin feel, frosted finish to the pen body with 
Kawasaki lime green coloured silicon grip, clip 
and USB body.
The pen and the USB feature the Kawasaki logo.
Get yours for only $20 at your local Kawasaki 
dealer. www.kawasaki.com.au

AFRICA TOURING
The light, stable and incredibly versatile Ventura 
Aerodynamic Bike-Pack is now available for the 
Honda CRF1000L AFRICA TWIN.
The key to the Ventura system is the L-Bracket, 
which is made to measure to fit each model of bike 
and custom designed to complement the unique 
styling of each motorcycle. 
Once fitted with L-Brackets, the Honda CRF1000L 
will accommodate a range of luggage options via 
the Astro Top-Box, Sport-Rack, Pack-Rack or Grab-
Handle. The Ventura system allows up to 102 litres 
of luggage carrying capacity with two Aero-Spadas 
zipped together all the way down to the 10 litre Sport-Pack.
Ventura’s unique rack system ensures that the load won’t shift, even during hard riding while 
the positioning offers excellent stability and as it is directly behind the rider gives much greater 
manoeuvrability in traffic – and less wind resistance on the open road compared to traditional 
pannier systems.
There are a variety of kits with different sized and styled luggage systems available from Ventura 
for the Africa Twin, with kits starting from $349.  kenma.com.au

SHARK TECH
The Shark RACE-R PRO motorcycle helmet is 
engineered and worn by the current MotoGP world 
champion Jorge Lorenzo and Moto2 World Champion 
Johann Zarco, as well as a host of elite riders 
internationally, and Wayne Maxwell, Glenn Allerton 
and Cru Halliday locally. Shark has developed this 
professional grade helmet, at the forefront of Shark’s 
proven SAFETY CONCEPT* to give every road rider 
pro level comfort, safety and performance. 
The RACE-R PRO is at the forefront of progression, 
as one of the first helmets developed relying on CFD 
(Computational Fluid Dynamics) technology - tested 
in simulations of aerodynamic performance. A super-
light carbon-aramid shell (only 1.6kg), a 5-Star crash 
test shock-resistance, and the no distortion vision of 
an ‘Class 1’ optically correct visor is what pro riders 
asked for and what you’ve been given. 
The Shark RACE-R PRO helmets come in a range 
of colours including; Carbon Skin, black, white, Mat 
Black as well as graphics that include Replica’s 
Lorenzo, Zarco and Guintoli.
Prices start from $799.95 and come in sizes from 
XS to XL. ficeda.com.au.

ARMOURED UP 
HOODIE
Whoever thought up the idea of putting 
armour in a hoodie needs a medal. No, 
it’s not for protecting yourself in a soccer 
brawl, it’s for when you’re riding a bike. 

But it would come in handy in a  
soccer brawl too.

It’s a modern sweatshirt made 
with comfy soft cell material, 
great for cold weather. The 
certified protectors on the 
shoulders and elbows (there is 

an optional back protector too) 
make it great for urban riding and 

commuting.
Sizes M-3XL. $250.

spidi.com.au



Performance Brake Lines

ONE STOP
SHOP!
HEL brake pads 
and brake lines...

PO Box 1078 Nathan St, Brighton QLD 4017, 120A Hoskins St, Sandgate, QLD 4017  |  p. 07 3869 3016  |  f. 07 3869 0704  |  e. helperformance@bigpond.com

� For all Motorcycles and Car Applications
� Don’t put up with a spongy brake 
 lever! Firm it up and reduce your 
 stopping distance!
� ALL OUR KITS and CUSTOM LINES are 
 manufactured with a high grade 
 Stainless Steel Braided Hose, Stainless 
 Steel Banjo’s and Stainless Steel Bolts 
 with Copper Washers.
� For all Road Riders, Track Riders, 
 Cruiser Riders and Dirt Riders. 

� Add this simple upgrade to your 
 braking system and feel the difference 
 in your stopping power.
� All our lines are manufactured 
 in Australia and comply with the 
 Australian Standard ADR 42/04 SAA, 
 SAE, BS, JIS, DIN, ISO, ECE, and 
 FMVSS 106 Approvals and are 
 labelled accordingly.
� Covered with a Lifetime Warranty.
� From $69.95 per line delivered.

www.helperformance.com.au

What’s stopping you?

HEL-T-PRO
$120.95
PER SET

HEL-S-PRO
$90.95
PER SET

HEL BRAKE PADS - NOW AVAILABLE!
RACE AND STREET PADS NOW AVAILABLE!
HEL Performance have just released their new line 
of HEL Performance Brake Pads, which feature two 
options – the Street Pro pads, which are SPD Sport 
HH+ compound pads recommended for late model 
sportsbikes, for road and track day performance. 
The Track Pro pads are designed specifi cally for the 
track to meet and exceed the extreme demands of 
national and international circuit racing with high 
friction race compound sintered metal pads!

As used by Superbike Rider Ben Henry.
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COMMUNICATION
Talking to you passenger or taking hands-free calls on a bike is all possible with the Shad BC-02 and 
BC-03 headset units. They mount inside your helmet easily and allow two-way communication. They 
use Bluetooth technology to communicate with your smartphone, GPS or passenger, so there’s no cable 
needing to run out of your helmet, and the controls are really simple and easy to operate. 
Designed for use at speeds up to 80km/h - although they will work at higher speeds if you have a 
protective fairing and low wind noise - the Shad BC-02 and BC-03 feature two low-profile speakers, voice 
answering, hands-free connection to your smartphone or GPS, music playback and are dual link. The 
difference between the two is the BC-03 allows communication with a pillion passenger, so if you don’t 
plan on talking to the back seat, the BC-02 is fine. If you do actually like talking instruction from the back 
seat rider, they will need a BC-02, you’ll need a BC-03.
motonational.com.au

PANTS MAN, OR GIRL
Matching the X-Tour jacket is the 
X-Tour pants, with all the benefits of 
the jacket: waterproof, thermal lining, 
breathable and comfortable.
The waterproof membrane is bonded 
to the outer fabric, ensuring a high 
resistance to rain.
Black and red in colour, in sizes 
M-3XL. $350
spidi.com.au.

TOURING KIT
You need some way to carry some gear, and these days almost no bikes have any luggage capacity 
except touring bikes. Now backpacks are great, but they put a lot of strain on your shoulders and back, so 
having a US-20 Drypack from Kriega gives you 20 litres of carrying capacity and it can work in a number 
of ways. Firstly, the US Drypacks, which come in a number of sizes, attach around the pillion seat, or 
onto your tank with the optional Tank Converter from Kreiga. Also from Kreiga is the Sling Bag, an 8-litre 
capacity single-strap bag for holding day-to-day stuff which is really easy to carry. Both these Kreiga bags 
are designed to keep the weather out - fully waterproof and made from thick, durable materials, Kreiga’s 
reputation for its luggage is all about toughness, durability and long-life. kriega.com.au

WINTER BLOCKOUT
Spidi’s X-Tour jacket is 100% 
waterproof and breathable, keeping 
you dry from the elements, and 
dry from your own body. No sweat 
shop here.
It also has a removable thermal 
lining.
Comes in M-3XL. $699.95.
spidi.com.au.

A BRIGHTER SHADE OF PALE
Modern headlights on motorcycles are 
fantastic compared to even 20 years ago 
but they could still be better. That’s where 
the Phillips X-treme Vision Moto headlight 
globe comes in handy. It’ll punch through the 
darkness up to twice as far as a standard 
high beam, so you’ll be able to see the 
nasties out to get you that much easier.
It simply replaces your original headlight 
globe with no wiring modifications needed.
ficeda.com.au
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WIND CHILL
Keeping the dust, fumes and cold weather away 
makes for more comfortable riding, keeping you alert 
longer too. Neckwarmers are great in really cold 
weather, but something like the Oxford comfy range 
of head and neckwear is a lot more versatile and 
comfortable than a thick, scratchy neck-warmer.
You can wear these a bunch of ways: like a beanie, 
neck tube, face mask, bandana and more.
Stretchy, comfy and versatile, having one of these in 
your travel bag is a really good idea.
ficeada.com.au

MINIMAL IMPACT
Many bike jackets are supplied with a 
back protector - but too many are just a 
basic piece of cheap foam or rubber. These 
protectors failed so often Europe developed 
quality-assurance standards for motorcycle 
protectors, and few jackets are supplied with 
armour this good – and that’s often because 
people who understand generally buy the 
armour which suits them best.
The Spidi Back EVO Warrior protector can 
be worn separately, either under a set of full 
racing leathers or even the humble textile 
jacket. spidi.com.au

RAINED OUT
There are a number of drawbacks to thick, waterproof winter gloves 
–  they tend to get saturated and can take days to dry out in heavy 
rain, many people don’t like the lack of feel at the controls compared to 
thin gloves, they take up a lot of luggage space when not being used 
and they can be expensive too. All reasons to have a pair of RainOff 
overgloves from Andy Strapz.
A mitt-like glove featuring either one or two-finger designs, the RainOff 
overglove goes over your normal riding gloves to provide a windproof 
and waterproof solution which is inexpensive (just $70), comfortable, 
lightweight and compact. They are supplied in a convenient carry pouch 
so you won’t need to take multiple sets of gloves, can fit over summer 
gloves or winter gauntlets and dry out quickly. andystrapz.com

UNDER PRESSURE
The single biggest cause of poor handling is low tyre pressures. 
Adding to the problem is by using a service station air compressor 
your tyres are warm - because you just rode there - and those gauges 
are notoriously inaccurate. So get yourself a good tyre pressure gauge, 
like this Stethoguage from Tyre Pliers. They have three different types 
to suit different vehicles, but this one - the 0-60psi or 0-400kpa 
gauge - is the right one for most motorcyclists. The Stetho-gauge is 
supplied in its own heavy-duty plastic carry case, has a bleed button 
for releasing air and is built to last.
tyrepliers.com.au

HOLDING YOUR END UP
Most sports bikes don’t have centrestands these 
days, so you need an Anderson Bike Stand. The 
Universal Rear Stand holds up most twin-swingarm 
models and it comes with both pick-up knob and 
flat L-type pick ups for bikes like this Yamaha 
FZ-6.
A bike stand is fantastic for easy chain lubing and 
chain adjustment, wheel removal for tyre changing.
This one is finished in good-looking chrome, but 
there’s a variety of colours available, but more 
importantly the Universal Rear Stand works great.
Many years of building and developing bikes 
stands means Anderson stands are practical and 
have lots of great ideas to make sure the bike sits 
flat.  andersonstands.com



TOUGH GEAR
Many motorcyclists are still riding around in fashion 
denim jeans believing they’re going to be protected 
in an accident - but jeans simply don’t cut it, failing 
on impact. You need a material which is much 
stronger, which is why Draggin Jeans started building 
its highly protective products a couple of decades 
back. So get yourself some kevlar or Draghin Jeans 
‘Roomoto’ lined gear. The latest gear from Draggin 
is the BLKGEN jeans. Inside is Draggin’s ‘Roomoto’ 
protective fibre-based fabric, a mesh comfort liner and 
internal pockets for the optional armour. Motorcycles 
and hoodies haven’t really gone together all that well, 
until now - Draggin Jeans has reinvented the product, 
again. The Roo Hoody is a comfortable soft, warm 
jacket off the bike, but it’s a water-resistant armoured 
jacket on the bike. The hood zips-off, getting out of 
the way and not flapping about if you’re doing any 
speed or distance. There’s CE-approved armour in the 
back, shoulders and elbows, plus Draggin’s Roomoto 
material in the high impact areas for further protection. 
dragginjeans.net
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www.agvsportsgroup.com.au
047 464 4021  •  6 Robertson St, Bowenfels 2790 NSW

http://stores.ebay.com.au/AGVSPORT-Australia?_trksid=p2047675.l2563

https://www.facebook.com/agv.sport.australia/

DESIGNED BY RIDERS, FOR RIDERS

PODIUM 
LEATHER 

SUIT 
$961

CANYON 
LEATHER 
JACKET
$315

DRAGON 
LEATHER 
JACKET
$397

INTREPID 
GLOVES

$163

DEALER  ENQUIRIES  WELCOME
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1/6 Johnstone Road
Brendale Qld 4500

07 3881 0033

Full Workshop Service

Suspension Servicing

Logbook Servicing all makes & models

Repairs & Maintenance

ECU Tuning

Power Commander

Bazzaz

Screaming Eagle

Thunder Ace and more.

Specialising in Dyno Tuning for all 

makes including Harley-Davidson

Formally know as Micks Bike & Car Tyres

0431 385 925 // sales@emtekracing.com.au

- Starlane GPS
Laptimer

- Hel Braided Lines

- Emtek Tyre
Warmers

- Quick Shifters

- Stands
- Ramps
- Cameras

EMTEK TYRE WARMERSERS

fr
$3

90
STARLANE GPS

LAPTIMER
RLANE GPPS

NRG QUICK SHIFTER
fr

$4
95 CORSARA WIRELESS

ONLINE STORE OPEN

GPS
fr 

$5
70

$2
59
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HONDA CB750

TWEAKED

LASSIFIED Moto in the

US of A is renown for

building a variety of

custom motorcycles. The

theme is fairly simple and pretty much

the same in each build, they basi-

cally throw away unneeded crap, put 

some more modern wheels, forks and 

brakes on it and give the whole thing 

a sort of ‘no money left over for paint’ 

colour scheme. That’s probably selling 

them short though, as the bikes look 

cool, are well built and the company 

has a passionate following.

“Even the
hammer
dents
had to be
carefully
placed and
replicated
on each
bike.”

have to kill each other to survive. Funny

how it seems all the people left in the

world are bastards. And if they weren’t

bastards to begin with, they turn into

one along the way.

One of the heroes of the show is 

Darryl Dixon, bad boy turned good, 

which I know is the opposite of what 

I just said, but he still has that edgy, 

unwashed, ‘dangerous’ way about him.

Early in the piece he rode a very 

dodgy looking Yamaha based chopper, 

which got lost or destroyed along the 

way. But then he turned up on a very 

THE WALKING DEAD
If you like post apocalyptic/horror

shows you will almost certainly have

been watching The Walking Dead. It’s

one of the most popular TV series in

recent years. In case you don’t know 

the show, it’s set in the deep south 

of America, or at least somewhere 

near there. The world has been on 

the receiving end of a super virus and 

most people have been turned into 

Zombies. Bands of unaffected humans 

have banded together and when not 

trying to keep away from Zombies 

C

B LAM E  IT ON  TH E 
ZOM BIE S
What better tool to escape marauding Zombies than a custom motorcycle.
STORY: D’LONGIE  PHOTOS: CLASSIFIED MOTO

MX handlebars, old
school ‘London Blitz’ style 
headlight, MX front guard, 
custom rear seat, Yamaha 
XS650 fuel tank. 

BODYWORK
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1

2

3

1. A universal trail 
tyre was fitted to 
the standard Honda 
CB750 rear wheel. 
2. A crashed Yamaha 
R6 donated the front 
end. We love the 
blood stains on the 
guard.  
3. A lot of time 
went into making 
the engine look 
like it had been 
put together from 
various different 
engines, just like 
you’d have to do in a 
zombie apocalypse.
 

 

 

Honda CB 750SC
Nighthawk, 750cc inline 
air cooled four cylinder. 
Bore and stroke 67mm 
x 53mm. Compression 
ratio 9.3:1, 4x 34mm 
Keihin CV carburettors. 75 
horsepower.

ENGINE

Modified CB750 chassis, 
Yamaha R6 forks, front 
wheel and brakes. 
Standard CB750 rear 
wheel, standard twin 
shocks.

CHASSIS
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cool looking tracker style bike, one I was bust-
ing to find out more about.

ENTER CLASSIFIED MOTO
It turns out Darryl’s real name is Norman 

Reedus and he’s a bike fan. He was already 
an owner of a Classified Moto moving art 
piece, a Yamaha XV920R in fact,  and when 
he talked the show’s producers into intro-
ducing another motorcycle into the show. 
Norman got Classified Moto’s John Ryland 
and Walking Dead’s Scott Gimple together to 
put together a plan.

Because time was also a bit of an issue 
Gimple wanted Classifed Moto to build a bike 
in their ‘style’ but with some extras to suit the 
show.

But the catch was Classified Moto not only 
had to design the bike in quick fashion, they 
also had to build two identical bikes.

THE BUILD
CM settled on a Honda CB750 Nighthawk, a 

popular ’90s era naked bike in the USA.
A full Yamaha R6 USD front end, wheel and 

brakes were fitted, a pretty simple conver-
sion where no major engineering changes are 
needed.

A stock rear wheel was fitted, and Kenda 

Big Block adventure tyres turned the look 
straight away into the urban tracker style they 
all wanted.

Further changes were made, like the MX 
handlebars, London Blitz style headlight set 
up, custom seat and Yamaha XS650 tank.

Where the hard work really began was 
giving the bike that ‘lived in’ grimy look an 
apocalyptic bad boy’s bike would really have. 
No shiny paint or pin stripes here. When you 
are busy killing dead people, and quite a few 
live ones too for that matter, there’s no time 
to grab a beer and give your bike a wash 
down on the lawn.

‘Distressing’ or ‘ageing’ is normally the 
domain of furniture makers not bike builders 
but it is creeping in. It’s definitely a bit of a 
theme these days, and although it’s linked to 
the ‘hipster’ movement, I like it myself.

It’s easy to let a bare metal tank rust and 
give it that look but to replicate that in paint 
is difficult.

Classified Moto’s Betsy Ryland was in 
charge of that job. She wanted the engine to 
look like they had cobbled it together from 
parts, and making them identical on both 
bikes wasn’t easy. A time consuming method 
of applying different layers of paint, in the 
right colour, and putting the right scratches in 

HONDA CB750

TWEAKED

1. Why is it that 
most of the living 
people after the 
zombie apocalypse 
seem to be not very 
nice? And thieves 
to boot.

1
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the right place and so on. It’s all about repli-
cating years of grime and wear and tear.

As for the paintwork, a concoction of 
vinegar, peroxide and rust powder were used 
to give the bikes a certain look. Even the 
hammer dents had to be carefully places and 
replicated on each bike.

A NOT SO BLUNT 
INSTRUMENT

Darryl’s main weapon of choice is his cross-
bow. He will use a knife and rifle or handgun 
on occasions but he does love his bow. A 
mount for that had to be placed on the bike, 
and that’s on the rear. Can’t have a man 
riding around without his bow now can we.

It’s when you take a close look at the bike 
that you notice all the little touches that 
make it what it is. It’s this attention to detail 
that brought the Walking Dead guys to 
Classified Moto.

Personally I love the look of bikes like this. 
It would be a great weekend escape machine, 
whether Zombies are chasing you or not. And 
if you are question whether this is a Rapid 
type of bike, I think it is. After all, Zombies 
aren’t exactly known for the sprinting ability 
so it’s more than RAPID enough to let Darryl 
get away. 

2. Classified Moto 
used anything at 
hand to produce 
the ‘industrial’ look 
required for the 
zombie bike.  
3. Zombies are 
attracted to noise so 
some minor baffling 
was required for the 
exhausts. 
4. Is that red paint 
or dried blood?
5. Given the very 
short time frame 
required for the 
build, it seems the 
Classified Moto guys 
were more than 
happy the build was 
done on time.

2

3

4

5
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G RED Pirelli has done it 
again, the Diablo 
Rosso III keeping the 
Italian company at 
the forefront of the 
performance road 
tyre game.

Pushing a bike to its limits, 
or even its perceived limits, 
depends on the confidence you 
have in the machine, and to 

perhaps an even greater extent, the tyres. 
Most sporting road riders will choose the 
‘stickest’ tyres they can get, whether their 
riding ability is good enough to actually 
use that ‘stickiness’ or not. ‘Confidence is 
everything’ they say, and that’s pretty much 
spot on.

If confidence plays such a big part in a 
rider’s tyre choice, it usually comes in part 
due to the ‘name’ the tyre brand has. Pirelli 
has been in the tyre game for over 100 years, 
and really, brand names in tyre technology 
do not get much bigger than Pirelli. I can go 
back to when I started riding big bikes, when 
the Pirelli Phantom, especially the Silver Dot 
Phantom was the tyre to have. The Italian 
company has produced pretty good sport-
ing road tyres since then, and the Rosso III is 
the best yet. This in part comes down to the 
current technology at the time but also down 
to exhaustive testing.

At the recent launch of the Pirelli Rosso III 
at Sepang in Malaysia, I got to sample the 
best sports road tyres I used, on a track that 
had only the day before seen some hectic 
world superbike action and a maiden win 
in the class for former MotoGP champ Nicky 
Hayden. You could literally see the passion 
the Pirelli team has for the job, the way the 
design team explained the design process 
and the way they wanted our thoughts on 
the tyre. This is normal fare of course for 
tyre testing, but when I had a lurid front end 
slide on the Aprilia Tuono, they were right 
on it, checking the tyre, its pressure, and even 
sending the chief tester out on the bike for a 
few laps, I guess to check whether there was 
something wrong with the tyre, or to confirm 
whether or not I was some knob jockey from 
the southern extremities of the known world. 
More on that later though.

REPORT: CHRIS PICKETT  
PHOTOS: SUPPLIED BY PIRELLI

P
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THE ROSSO
Rosso means red in Italian, and as the 

national motor racing colour for Italy 
is the colour red, then it matches the 
ability of the Rosso III. It’s not a race 
tyre though, it was never designed to 
be. Like the original Rosso from the late 
2000s and the Rosso II, the Rosso III is 
primarily a supersports road tyre, capa-
ble of doing a track day. And watching 
some of the more fancied riders at the 
launch, it’s probably capable of much 
more than that in the right hands. 
Pirelli is the tyre supplier for the world 
superbike and supersport champion-
ships, and has been for 12 years, so 
development for race tyres has been 
steep. The knowledge gained from this 
race development has obviously crept 
into the road sphere of Pirelli. Necessity 
is the mother of all invention. It’s amaz-
ing what you can do when under the 
pump.

Like the
original
Rosso
from the
late 2000s
and the
Rosso II, the
Rosso III is
primarily a
supersports
road tyre,
capable
of doing a
track day.

SPECIFICALLY THE III
The tread pattern is taken directly 

from the Pirelli Supercorsa race tyre. 
It’s called the ‘Flash’. The strong points 
of the Rosso III, according to Pirelli, 
is the twin compound rear tyre, with 
high percentages of Silica, giving both 
grip and high mileage. Having both 
in one tyre has always been like chas-
ing unicorns for designers I’d hazard a 
guess, and high mileage on a sports tyre 
is a mute point anyway. If a rear can 
last say 5000 kilometres and give great 
grip then job done I’d say.

Besides that, handling is a strong 
point, stability and performance consis-
tency over time. This was all accord-
ing to the press blurb we got before 
getting out on the tyres.

Pirelli’s Rosso III design team knew, 

like most of us in the motorcycle media 

game, that pure sports bike sales have 

declined over the last decade, and sales 

of more everyday friendly big capacity 

naked bikes and sports adventure bikes 

have gone up. As a result the Rosso III 

was designed with this in mind, to cope 

with both hard core sports bikes and 

also bikes with ‘softer’ suspension and 

less aggressive horsepower. In other 

words, to ensure riders of all these 

types of bikes are happy with the abili-

ties of the Rosso III. Older bikes were 

also kept in mind, and as a result we 

had both new bikes like BMW’s S 1000 

RR on hand to ride, and 10 year old 

supersports bikes like a Kawasaki ZX6-R 

for example. And because of this, the 

Rosso III is available in some sizes for 

older machinery.
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ON TRACK
My first session at Sepang was on a Ducati 

Multistrada 1200 with some 50,000 kilometres on 
it. A great bike, I’ve owned two of them now, but 
hardly the first choice for a track day. I was one of 
the last out to pit lane, and the sportier bikes were 
all taken. No dramas, I know what to expect with 
Ducati’s big sports adventure bike. Three things 
stuck in my mind from the tyre briefing. One, the 
tyre had a nice round profile, so a very predictable 
turn in was to be expected. Two, the tyre needed 
no real warm up time due to its compound, and 
three, it was very stable under hard braking.

No matter what the experts say, you’ll always 
take some time to warm the tyres up, but within 
half a lap I was feeling good with the grip. There 
were numerous wet patches around the place so 
caution wasn’t thrown to the wind, just riding 
smart and picking the dry lines. That seemed to be 
the smart option as a couple of riders in the first 
two sessions came to grief, something I put down 
to rider error rather than any issues with the tyre. 
Anytime I did happen to find myself on the wet 
patches didn’t bring any slides, but then I wasn’t 
exactly setting any lap records. So at that stage 
the tyre was doing everything Pirelli’s team said it 
would.

My second session was on an Aprilia V4 Tuono, 
which needed to kept below 9,000 rpm due to 
some technical fault. Straight away I felt at home 
on the Tuono, like I did the Multistrada. My kind 
of bike you see. All was good until I was tipping 
into turn 15. As soon as I was getting on the 
gas, the front tyre lost all grip, throwing 
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the bike into a big slide in an instant. 
There was no warning, and the tyre 
regained grip pretty quickly afterwards, 
but not before I thought I was off for 
all money. It all seemed to be over as 
quick as it started but not before I had 
to run off the track and through the 
kitty litter. I pulled in to see if there 
were any issues and none could be 
seen either by me or the Pirelli team. 
The pressure was checked and the chief 
Pirelli tester sent out for some explor-
atory laps. He came in after a few, and 
asked me what turn I had the problem 
with. When I told him 15, he chuckled 
and said he had too. Mmm, but then 
the guys running the track day were 
asked and they informed us there was 
an almost invisible damp spot on the 
apex of Turn 15, and that a couple of 
them had experienced it too. I was 
told to take a point and squirt wide 
line rather than typical race line from 
then on. The track had been resurfaced 
recently and was very dark in colour, 
hence the reason the damp spot had 
hidden itself so well.

Prior to that though, the tyre had 
impressed me greatly, with a very 
neutral roll in and great grip, whether 
hard under acceleration, under brakes 
or mid corner. I simply could not fault 

Lots of time
in the factory
was spent
playing
around
with silica
contents, and
combined
with a new
patented
mixing
process.

worked hard, to the limits of its abil-
ity. It’s this ‘feel’ or ‘feedback’ that 
gives racers the confidence to push so 
hard. You won’t often experience this 
on the road, on a sports bike, because 
you don’t ride hard enough to test the 
tyre’s limits. It’s automatically excepted 
that this ‘feel’ is a sign of a good tyre, 
as it lets the rider know he or she is 
near the tyre’s limits, rather than a tyre 
which can let go without warning. This 
was where the Diablo Rosso III really 
came into its own, giving me plenty of 

it, and my later two sessions gave me 
no issues, the slide put behind me 
because I knew the reason behind it.

Session three was on a near 10-year-
old Kawasaki ZX-6R, as it seemed I still 
wasn’t quick enough on my feet to get 
one of those S 1000 RRs. No matter, 
the tyres again proved faultless, to the 
point you almost don’t consider them.

You’ll often hear riders talk about 
feel, and this mainly racers or very fast 
and experienced road riders. They are 
talking about when the tyre is being 

FEATURE

TYRE LAUNCH
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feedback on the track. Stability was good 
too, especially under hard braking, with no 
hint of any issues on the lighter bikes. My 
last session was on one of Suzuki’s latest 
naked bruisers, the GSX1000S. It certainly felt 
heavier than the other three bikes, and softer 
in the suspension too. At the end of the main 
straight under heavy brakes you could feel 
the Rosso III squirming under the torment, 
but all controllable, and sort of a nice feeling 
to be honest.

TORTURE TEST
The day’s testing at Sepang was done 

under predictably hot and humid conditions. 
There were four groups of varying ability, 
with some former top racers among the 
groups. I walked around checking the tyres 
at the end of the day, and I couldn’t believe 

how good they looked, considering they 

never had much of a let up. Plenty of tread 

left, no tearing, no balling. For a sports road 

tyre which can do the odd track day or two, 

they performed better than I expected. Pirelli 

has managed to get high performance with-

out totally sacrificing the life of the tyre. And 

like the Pirelli team said, they will make the 

older bikes feel better too. And that they did, 

for me to be riding as hard as I was on bikes 

with a shed load of kilometres on them was a 

real plus for the tyre.

I was also impressed at how the front 

tyre reacted to the one slide I had. As soon 

as it found dry tarmac it regained grip 

totally, correcting the slide before I could do 

anything myself.

Like I said, It’s all about the confidence. 

COMPOUNDS 
AND CASINGS

As new big bikes get more powerful, new 
tyres have to match them in performance, 
there’s no doubt about that. Pirelli knew the 
Rosso III had to be able to harness all this 
horsepower but it had to be able to perform 
well in the wet, and last too.

Lots of time in the factory was spent 
playing around with silica contents, and 
combined with a new patented mixing 
process, Pirelli came up with the goods. 
This mixing process allowed Pirelli to mix 
certain combinations of oils, resins and 
polymers, that was never possible before.

The rear tyre is dual compound with 
a large side strip of high-grip compound 
and a central strip which guarantees the 
mileage. More specifi cally the profi le is 
divided in a proportion of 40-20-40 where 
the side compound, more high performing. 
So 80 per cent of the tyre is about 
performance, the middle 20 per cent high 
mileage. There’s nothing new in this style 
of tyre, but what is new is the way it’s all 
been bonded together.

This 80 per cent performance side of 
the tyre is 100 per cent silica, and there’s 
where you get the great grip in dry and 
wet conditions. The side compound is 
supported in the substratum, or underlying 
carcass of the tyre, by a harder compound 
which gives the tyre characteristics such 
as stability and precision in maintaining the 
trajectory in bends.

The same compound that’s used in the 
substratum on the sides of the tyres, is 
in the 45mm centre of the tyre to a larger 
percentage. It also has a high content of 
silica but not the 100 per cent of the sides. 
This is to maintain stability at high speeds, 
as well as prolong tyre life.

A single compound is used for the 
front tyre, with a silica content of 100 per 
cent. Rarely do front tyres come in a dual 
compound, as they normally wear on the 
sides before the middle due to the camber 
of our roads. Pirelli decided the single 
compound was the go, offering the best 
feedback and stability for riders.

The radial casing of the Diablo Rosso 
III is very rigid in its nature, essentially to 
maintain the profi le, which in turn allows 
the tyre compound to maintain its grip on 
the road. This is one of the features of the 
tyre that Pirelli says makes it perform well 
over broken surfaces. It’s very similar to 
that used in the Diablo Supercorsa, where 
the Rayon material works well maintaining 
the tyre’s shape under duress such as hard 
acceleration and braking. 
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very now and again

there is a quantum leap

in motorcycle racing

technology, whether it’s

the engine, chassis, suspension, riding

techniques or safety.

Consider the genius of Walter 

Kaaden’s two-stroke expansion cham-

ber or the back protector Barry Sheene 

knocked up from old visors for Dainese 

to transform into a massive success. 

More recently it’s been electronics 

with traction control, wheelie control, 

engine braking, etc.

Occasionally a new riding technique 

emerges. Getting your knee down 

springs to mind, first seen by former 

world champion Jarno Saarinen and 

further refined by three-time world 

1. Mark Marquez is
one of the latest,
and possibly
greatest, exponents
of the Leg Wave.
2. Marquez’s ‘move’
on Jorge Lorenzo
echoes where it
all started, when
Valentino did
the same to Sete
Gibernau.
3. Whether or not
Rossi meant to use
the Leg Wave during
that momentous
overtake on
Gibernau, or
whether it was
a panic moment
for him is hard to
ascertain, but what
is clear is Rossi
used it as much as
a tool to get inside
the minds of his
opposition, as he
did for machine
control.

in the Italian and practically psyching 

Gibernau out of the championship.

Rossi continued to use the leg wave 

as part of his extensive ritual, compli-

menting his Ronald MacDonald colour 

schemes, pre-ride crouch downs and 

leather bum extraction repertoire. 

Other than the brain gain, speculation 

about the benefits of the leg wave are 

rife as Rossi and other riders who have 

adapted the technique, have failed to 

explain the advantage other than to 

say it feels natural or simply balances 

the bike. Other suggestions of purely 

a distraction or blocking technique to 

reduce the space available for an inside 

pass have also been banded about.

However, when we look at the leg 

wave with technically tinted glasses 

champion Kenny Roberts, after Jarno 

was sadly killed at Monza.

The most recent phenomenon, the 

leg wave, has been around for a few 

years. It was first seen in 2005 when 

a certain Valentino Rossi, hard on the 

brakes, dived perilously up the inside 

of arch rival Sete Gibernau in a desper-

ate last-corner move at Jerez that had 

massive ramifications for the champion-

ship. 

Gibernau was gobsmacked by the 

daring move and Rossi played the 

mental game to its max, as only Rossi 

can do, continuing to use his new 

found technique, which he and no 

doubt Gibernau associated with that 

epic manoeuvre, as a double psycholog-

ical weapon both inspiring confidence 

E

STORY: MARK MCVEIGH @ MOTODNA PHOTOS: GOLD & GOOSE

FEATURE

1

LEG WAVE
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other possible benefits start to emerge.

For example, the leg is a heavy part 

of our anatomy and can make up 20 

per cent of our body weight. For a 70kg 

rider that’s 14kg of mass that they can 

use to help control the dynamics of a 

motorcycle to their advantage.

To understand cornering dynamics, 

we must first appreciate that corner-

ing is a balancing act. Basically speak-

ing when riding around a corner at 

speed we are keeping the cornering 

and gravitational forces in equilibrium. 

These forces act through the combined 

(motorcycle & rider) centre of grav-

ity. When we hang off we effectively 

move the centre of gravity closer to 

the ground and towards the inside of 

the corner which, for a given speed, 

Mark McVeigh lives on 2 wheels. The
former International Motorcycle Racer 
and MotoGP Engineer now rolls as a 
Moto Journo and Director of coachiing 
at the motoDNA Riders Academy. 
Read more of Mark’s work at 
www.motodna.net

MOTO JOURNO PROFILE

2

3
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requires less roll angle to balance out 
these forces. This allows the motorcycle 
to remain more vertical and on the 
fatter part of the tire giving us more 
grip.

The leg wave is an evolution of this 
technique, moving that centre of mass 
further again, towards the inside of the 
corner and forward, keeping the bike 
even more upright and placing more 
weight on the front tyre thus increasing 
grip yet again until the lean angle is so 
great the rider is forced to lift his foot 
onto the peg.

Considering a motorcycle really only 
wants to go in a straight line, it takes 
considerable effort to combat the forces 
at work in the MotoGP world and turn 
the motorcycle. Another useful force is 

1. There’s no 
doubt that putting
your leg out into 
the breeze while 
braking from300 
km/h is going to 
help you slow 
down, and help 
you tip into the 
corner.
2. This picture 
gives you a much 
better appreciation
of how the Leg 
Wave affects the 
bike and rider.
3. Team LCR rider 
Stefan Bradl has 
carried on the Leg
Wave from Moto2 
to MotoGP.

other riders will adopt any advantage 
or perhaps more importantly, perceived 
advantage. This is very important as 
physically all the riders are very similar 
- superbly fit athletes. Why is one rider 
faster than the other? Other than the 
bike, mostly it’s a brain game. If the 
rider feels an advantage perceived or 
not it can give them that small edge 
that’s needed to win. Imagine the 
massive psychological advantage Rossi 
has gained into his racing twilight 
years when not only his rivals but 
almost every road racer on the planet 
has adopted his leg wave technique. 
MotoGP needs Rossi more than ever 
and it will be no surprise to see him 
on the podium once again this year in 
Yamaha colours. 

evident on high-speed leg waves. Have 
a look at the graph to understand the 
huge aerodynamic drag forces at high 
speeds, with 10 times the force acting 
on the motorcycle frontal area, includ-
ing the rider’s exposed leg, at 300km/h 
compared to 100km/h.

Dangling your leg into this high-
speed airstream results in a significant 
force on the rider’s leg as it acts like 
a small parachute, creating a turn-
ing moment by pulling the riders leg 
around his core. This in turn encourages 
a pull on the outside handlebar, further 
helping to turn the bike through coun-
ter-steering.

The jury is still out on the actual 
benefits of leg waving. It has a similar 
theme to Doohan’s thumb brake, where 

FEATURE
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“From your very fi rst lap of the world 
famous Isle of Man mountain course 
your eyes are open as wide as they 
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When the tinkering gene and a love
of RZs are passed on to a younger
generation, the force can be strong.
REPORT: CHRIS PICKETT  PHOTOS: CHRIS PICKETT, RON AND CRAIG.
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HEN your bike is left 
behind by newer 
machines with better 
handling, huge brakes 

and tons more power it’s probably 
smarter to just trade your old bike in 
and go new. But when you have a 
passion for Yamaha two-strokes this is 
simply not on. The answer is to modify 
your older bike with some newer good-
ies so it can compete with the newer 
bikes, and give you a whole lot more 
street cred at the same time.

This was the case for Adelaide’s Ron 
Steinmuller who has kept his passion 
for early Yamaha strokers alive with 
a couple of highly modified RZ500s, a 
Kenny Roberts replica and a trick street 
fighter.

Not only that but Ron has passed 
on his love of tinkering and RZs to his 
nephew Craig Webber, who owns the 
RZ350 you see here.

RON’S 500S
“I’ve always been into ’70s and ’80s 

bikes,” said Ron. “They were always 
Yamahas though. I have done up and 
raced pre 1975 Motocross bikes and 
wanted to try my hand at a road bike.

Ron’s fully faired
RZ500 was built as
a replica, of sorts,
of Kenny Robert’s
GP machine from
the late 1970s.
Building it wasn’t
too hard, getting
the parts was.

people at Coast Yamaha/KTM (espe-
cially Tim’s parts knowledge) were very 
helpful. Snowy Ardill did the frame 
mods, Daniel Stone the paint, Racebike 
Services the suspension, CDS Tooling for 
specialty machine work and making up 
parts, exhausts came from Jim Lomas 
– JL Exhausts, and the barrels as I said 
earlier went to the US for specialty port-
ing. I had some previous association 
with the local guys and all of them own 
bikes. They seemed to like the chal-
lenge when I’d show up with something 
different, well at least I hope they did.

“A wide variety of different brands 
of parts were used on both bikes. The 
Streetfighter has Suzuki RGV forks, 
swingarm and wheels and Nitron shocks.

“The K.R bike I wanted to look stan-
dard, all the mods are internal plus Race 
Tech gold valves on the front forks and 
a Nitron rear shock. I also used after 
market discs and braided lines for both 
bikes.

FRIENDS WITH 
BENEFITS

“I got plenty of inspiration and tech-
nical advice for the modifications from 
RZ forum sites. Any problems you have

“My first build was a 1984 RZ500 
factory replica which I started in 2011. 
I had extra frames and parts left over 
from buying other people’s leftovers 
while trying to complete my first bike. 
It seemed to me that I had to buy half 
a bike to get a couple of parts that I 
needed.

“I always liked the TZ road racers and 
grew up around them. The RZ500 was 
the hot bike at the time and a copy 
of the road racers. A friend had one 
years ago and used to rave about it. I’d 
always thought, I’ve got to have one.

THE ENGINEERING
“The Kenny Roberts replica has a 

Phase 1 port where I sent the top of 
the engine to Bill Wilson in America for 
the porting work, and the Streetfighter 
has 28mm Keihin carbs with opened up 
reed valves.

“Finding genuine cosmetic parts that 
weren’t over the top in price was diffi-
cult. Parts like the stone guard, fairing 
and mirrors. I fitted billet fork yokes 
and made an oil tank to fit under the 
seat.

“I did the engine rebuild myself, they 
are pretty simple to work on but the 

YAMAHA RZS

TWEAKED
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1
1. A set of Jim Lomas pipes is 
wet dream territory for any two 
stroke lover, especially Yamaha 
two stroke lovers. 
2. It’s touched like this that make 
special bikes, special.  
3. Ron no doubt felt like King 
Kenny when he was punting his 
RZ around the track at the Penrite 
Broadford Bike Bonanza this year.  
4. Ron was ecstatic when he 
finally put the V4 engine together. 
Note the billet heads.  

 

2

4

3

RZ500
OWNER 
PROFILE

NAME: Ron
LOCALITY: Adelaide
AGE: 58
HOW LONG HAVE YOU 
BEEN INTO BIKES? 
Since I was 15, 43 
years ago.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
HAVE YOU OWNED?
t’s a long list, Mostly 
Yamahas, a mix of 
dirt and road bikes. 
Road early years 
DT250A, RD250A, 
Suzuki GT380. 
Dirt bikes DT400, 
IT250H, IT490K, 
YZ490L, KX500, 
YZ250L, YZF400, 
WRF450. Recent road 
bikes, TRX850, 929 
Fireblade, VMAX.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
WOULD YOU LIKE TO 
OWN? Kenny Roberts 
1984 -OW69, Yamaha 
TZ750
WHAT INTERESTS 
DO YOU HAVE 
OTHER THAN 
MOTORCYCLING?
Camping/dirtbike 
riding, fi shing & 
boating. Restoring pre 
’90s bikes.
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can always find out an answer from 

others willing to help.

“I had loads of trying times with the 

builds but I never wanted to give up. 

One major problem was having to pull 

the motor apart multiple times after 

using aftermarket gaskets that leaked. 

Also getting the jetting right with four 

carbs is an ongoing challenge.

“I think the highlight for me, or the 

‘special moment’ you might say was 

when all the hard work that went into 

building the motors came to fruiting 

and they looked like factory engines. 

Seeing the finished paintwork when I 

went to collect the tank and fairings 

from the paint shop and just seeing the 

refurbished parts come to life was also 

great and would give me the burst I 

needed to keep going.”

THE COST
“Building both bikes cost heaps, I lost 

count,” continued Ron. “I bought these 

bikes in pieces and there were lots of 

parts that were damaged or missing. 

“I sourced a lot of parts on Ebay 

and ordered some from reproduction 

Craig also gave
his RZ350 a
good thrashing
at Broadford. We
watched him riding
it with a little ‘verve’
shall we say. It
sounded and looked
the goods.

CRAIG’S RZ350
“I’m a motorcycle tech for Peter 

Stevens/Harley Heaven Adelaide. Being 
that I work pretty much exclusively on 
Harley-Davidsons day to day, the two-
stroke road bike had been quite a rare 
and exciting thing for me to experi-
ence,” said Craig. 

“I grew up around two-stroke dirt 
bikes with my father, uncle and their 
friends riding off-road motocrossers, 
while myself and the other kids were 
riding our two-stroke mini bikes. 

sites like Yambits in the UK. When you 

convert to AU$ and add shipping costs 

it quickly adds up, and waiting for a 

rare part to come up you almost need 

to sell a kidney.

“It was way more expensive than I 

thought but having Kevin Schwantz 

take pictures of my bikes at Broadford 

was the payoff for me.

“There were lots of parts that were 

over the top price wise but my wife let 

me get them to keep me out in the shed.”

COMPARING THE RIDE
“Both bikes are great to ride, a real 

rush, especially the sound from those 

Jim Lomas exhaust pipes. I love both of 

them but the Streetfighter is definitely 

the easiest to ride because the bike sits 

more upright. It’s like riding a Motard 

with heaps of horsepower, and is top 

fun on the road, and the track. The 

Kenny Roberts bike is more standard 

so it doesn’t handle quite as good but I 

love it equally as much,” added Ron.

You can check out the streetfighter 

on the dyno on Youtube. Look for 

RZ500 dyno streetfighter.

YAMAHA RZS

TWEAKED
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This has been the extent of most of my 
generation’s involvement with oil burn-
ers as these days motocross bikes and 
low cost scooters are sadly the only two-
stroke powered two wheeled machines 
still available to buy new. There has 
been the odd two-stroke road bike 
released over more recent years but 
with many of them being high priced 
and no longer learner legal due to the 
high power to weight they were always 
just out of reach for a younger lad.”

THAT TINKERING GENE
“I have always been fascinated by 

the engineering side of motorcycles 
and have owned a relatively diverse 
range of bikes. Through the years I’ve 
had bikes such as a Yamaha R6 and 
an FZ1N that I fitted with R1 cams, a 
Harley Softail with a 113” Screamin’ 
Eagle engine, a Triumph Street Triple, 
a Daytona 675 track bike, and a cross 
between a Street Triple and a Daytona 
675R which I built for the street and still 
own. Plus a few four-stroke chook chas-
ers… So it goes to show I hadn’t discov-
ered until quite late the advantages of 
the two-stroke machines that had been 
perfected all those years ago.

“A while back my uncle Ron had just 
started his first RZ restoration which 
opened up my eyes quite a lot to the 

1. Craig’s 350
engine required a
full rebuild. Lucky
he’s a mechanic
otherwise the
ended financial
result might have
been a tad higher.
2. Craig’s engine
also got those
beautifully made
billet heads
from Wicked
Motorsports.
3. A Koso digital
tacho and speedo
got the nod from
Craig for his RZ.
A nice set of fat
’bars went on too.

but most of what I wanted was there so 
I went for it.

“After getting it home and finding 
the engine full of what appeared to be 
dog hair and dirt I realised a full tear 
down and rebuild would be sensible. 
I also wanted to make the RGV front 
and rear end work so I could have 
modern 17 inch rubber available and 
larger brakes. Once I stripped down the 
motor I figured a few upgrades should 
be made to that also. With the RZ350 
sharing many engine components with 
the Yamaha Banshee there were a lot 
of aftermarket parts available that 
either fit straight in or required minimal 
modifying. Such parts used include the 
66mm forged Wiseco pistons (to bring 
the engine capacity to 370cc), a Wiseco 
billet clutch assembly, Moto Tassinari 
V-Force 4 reeds and a full replace-
ment billet head with interchangeable 
combustion chamber domes by Wicked 
Motorsports.

“The VJ22 suspension swap into an 
RZ350 bike is a fairly tried and true 
modification with plenty of info avail-
able on the net. The steering stem 
length and the swingarm width are 
quite close to the original Yamaha 
measurements which makes mating the 
two manufacturers’ parts together a 
relatively easy task. The front end was 

community of people still out there 
dedicated to keeping these machines 
alive. That bike was a factory original 
RZ500 in the Aussie delivered red and 
white paintwork. Through his enthu-
siasm for these machines I too was 
instantly drawn in. The uniqueness of 
the multi cylinder two-stroke engines, 
at least compared to today, the spine 
tingling sound, the incredible power to 
weight ratio and of course the unfor-
gettable smell. I too had to build a two 
stroke for the road.”

THE HUNT AND BUILD
“I began my hunt for a suitable start-

ing point. Not wanting to completely 
copy my uncle, and perhaps more 
importantly not having the budget to 
support such a project, an RZ500 was 
never really a consideration. Instead 
my goal would be a multi cylinder pre 
1990 bike of some other description 
that I could bring up to date with a few 
modern bits and pieces. Before too long 
I found a complete basket case Yamaha 
RZ350. It was in a fairly sorry state but 
it seemed to have a complete engine, 
though not running, and it came with 
a range of late model RGV250 parts 
that the previous owner had hoped to 
make work. It was well and truly in the 
dreaded ‘unfinished project’ category 

1984 RZ350.

 1UA Cylinders bored to 66mm.

 Wiseco 66mm pistons (370cc).

 Wicked Motorsports power valve coupler.

 Moto Tassinari V-Force 4 reeds.

 Keihin PWK28 carburettors fitted with 
Ramair filters.

 Wicked Motorsports billet head.

 Oil pump delete (premix).

 Wiseco billet clutch basket 
and pressure plate.

 Heavy duty clutch plates and springs.

 High capacity alloy radiator with 
silicone hoses and thermo fan.

 Jim Lomas stainless exhaust system.

ENGINE

Suzuki VJ22 RGV250 17” wheels.

 Suzuki VJ22 RGV250 triple clamps.

 Suzuki VJ22 RGV250 USD forks fitted with 
Ohlins springs.

 Suzuki VJ22 RGV250 braced swingarm.

 Suzuki VJ22 RGV250 front and rear calipers.

 Vortex offset front sprocket.

 Wave disc rotors and braided brake lines.

 Nitron NTR R2 rear shock.

 Reshaped and retrimmed seat.

 Harley Davidson Sportster fuel filler neck 
welded into tank.

 Harley Davidson black flush mount fuel cap.

 Rizoma handlebar riser clamps.

 Easton tapered handlebars.

 Venhill quick action throttle.

 Renthal superbike medium grips.

 Bar end mirrors.

SUSPENSION, CHASSIS, CONTROLS

Zeeltronic programmable ignition module 
with map switch.

 Zeeltronic programmable power valve 
controller.

 Koso digital speedo/tacho.

 Harley Davidson Night Rod headlight 
fitted on billet clamps.

 KTM sourced CEV handlebar switchgear.

 LED indicators.

ELECTRONICS

1

2

3
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taken care of by ordering some custom 

steering head bearings from All Balls 

Racing to suit the different steering 

stem diameter of the VJ22 triple clamp. 

From there it was basically just getting 

the Suzuki ignition switch to work and 

making up some new steering stops to 

avoid anything hitting the fuel tank. As 

for fitting the RGV rear there is a really 

nice kit available from NK Racing out 

of the UK which I used. It allows you 

to ditch the centre stand and make use 

of that part of the frame to mount the 

RGV rear suspension, and comes with 

spacers for mounting the rear swing-

arm. An offset front sprocket is then 

required to make up the difference due 

to the wider rear wheel. I originally 

tried it with the standard RGV rear 

shock but the spring rate and valving 

was all wrong so I had a Nitron NTR R2 

shock made to my own specs to suit the 

RZ350 hybrid.

“I have done the majority of the 

build myself but I would like to 

acknowledge the following people 

who also helped out, all of which were 

chosen due to their excellent reputa-

tion. The straightening of the 30 year 

old steel frame which was done by 

Matt at Blueprint Engineering, the 

Kenny Roberts yellow and black paint 

work by Daniel Stone Autopaint, the 

seat reshaped and trimmed by AJ Trim 

Seaford, the original stator re-wound 

by Steve at Betta Bikes, and the supply 

and fitment of Öhlins springs for the 

front forks by Race Bike Services. And of 

course my dad for keeping me company 

in the shed on many a day and giving 

me someone to bounce ideas off and 

have a beer with to de-stress. Aside 

from that I built and painted the engine 

myself and made everything else work 

with parts sourced from many different 

motorcycles from many different manu-

facturers. As with any project measured 

in years the design brief changed a few 

times but the main plan was always 

to try and keep the look and style of 

the original bike and have the modern 

upgrades hopefully look like they 

were meant to be there rather than 

tacked on later. It also had to be reli-

able enough to sit in traffic and be as 

capable at the occasional track day as it 

would be making the 70km round trip 

to work. A classic bike with the conve-

niences of a new one. 

“As I neared completion of the bike 

YAMAHA RZS

TWEAKED

1. Craig’s RZ has 
had the oil pump 
deleted, with 
the set up now 
pre-mix. 
2. There’s a set 
of the lovely Jim 
Lomas expansion 
chambers again. 
Oh lordy!  
3. A Suzuki 
RGV250 supplied 
its forks and 
wheels for the 
project. This is 
a fairly common 
swap but the forks 
have been uprated 
with Öhlins 
internals also.

RZ350
OWNER 
PROFILE

NAME: Craig
LOCALITY: Adelaide
AGE: 29
HOW LONG HAVE YOU 
BEEN INTO BIKES? 
Since mum and 
dad bought me a 
Peewee 50 for my 5th 
birthday.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
HAVE YOU OWNED?
Various dirt bikes, 
2000 R6, 2006 FZ1-N, 
2012 Softail, 2007 
Daytona 675, 2011 
Daytona 675R.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO OWN? 60th 
anniversary model 
YZF-R1 and WR450F, 
YZR500 replica 
track bike (built out 
of something like 
an R6 chassis with 
an RZ500 engine), 
Harley Lowrider S. 
Something for all 
occasions.
WHAT INTERESTS 
DO YOU HAVE 
OTHER THAN 
MOTORCYCLING?
4WDing, camping.

1
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towards the end of 2015 I set my sights 
on the 2016 Easter Broadford Bike 
Bonanza and put my entry in. I now 
had a deadline. This was my first year 
making the trip over to Broadford 
and luckily the bike came together 
just in time, albeit at roughly double 
my original expected budget. Prior to 
Broadford I had done just a couple 
thousand kilometres with the RZ350 
on the road and never had it out to a 
track. Fortunately it was an absolute 
pleasure to ride around the Victorian 
track and surpassed my lofty expecta-
tions. At full throttle she sounded 
incredible and had me giggling in 
my helmet as I passed bikes of much 
higher capacities. I had a few offers to 
buy the RZ over that weekend but I’m 
really not ready to part ways with her 
just yet! Perhaps I too will start a 500cc 
project in the future but the little 350 
certainly isn’t lacking in power and 
style, and being so light it’s amazingly 
nimble to throw around. I’m a convert 
to the two-stroke superbikes of yester-
day and will proudly park one next to 

any modern supersport in my garage 

for years to come. The Broadford Bike 

Bonanza was also such a great event 

with an incredible display of bikes on 

and off the track. I look forward to 

returning next year, hopefully also 

with another project of mine - a retired 

police BMW K100 turned track bike. 

Maybe I have a thing for doing things 

the hard way!”

I was lucky enough to witness each 

of these bikes being blasted around 

the Broadford track, which was why I 

sought them out in the first place. They 

are a credit to their owners, and to 

hear a well tuned two stroke cracking 

is a joy. I’ve seen plenty of TZs being 

raced, and even road raced two-strokes 

myself but these modified road bikes 

really appealed to me. I have a Japan-

only Yamaha R1-Z in the shed. It is 

based on an early TZ-R250, already has 

17 inch wheels and runs sweet. I think 

that just might have to be an upcom-

ing project for Rapid.

 – Chris Pickett  

2
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Steve always wanted 
a Spondon but did it 
his way instead

ORKING in the bike indus-
try hasn’t diminished Steve 
Warnes’ passion for working 
on and riding motorcycles. 

Steve also has a bit of a ‘bent’ for modified 
bikes and making bikes the best they can 
be, whether it be a Spondon or a CBX1000. 
Steve tells Rapid about his special Honda 
CBX.

“I’M 57-years-old and have been riding 
since the age of 13. I started on bikes that are 
now popular in vintage motocross, but back 
when they were new. My decision penchant 
for parties rather than being serious at racing 
is probably why I stayed in C grade, not 
making the lofty heights to A grade status,” 
said Steve.

“My destiny would turn out to be being a 
mechanic then a motorcycle electrician. Road 
bikes are next, with thousands of kilometres 
riding them with mates, touring on week-
ends and the occasional track days as well. I 
went through many bikes, sports, adventure 
and just about everything in between, finally 
ending up with an Aprilia Caponord. They all 
did something well, but none really gave me 
the spark to get out of bed early on a Sunday 
to take ‘that’ bike for a spin. My apprentice 
said it best, “If you don’t look back when you 
walk away from your bike, you bought the 
wrong bike.”

BIG SIX
Steve had a CBX1000 when he was 20 and 

remembered the turbine-smooth engine and 
very dodgy handling. The six cylinder engines 
are renowned for pulling from nothing right 
to redline, with electric motor transition.

“Somehow modern bikes with fuel injec-
tion end up with difficult progression from 
idle to part throttle and the CBX had none 
of this, just perfect acceleration. OK, it’s only 
110hp but for a road bike it’s probably all I’ll 
need. Well that, and decent handling,” said 
Steve.

REPORT: CHRIS PICKETT  
PHOTOS: SUPPLIED BY STEVE WARNES

W
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HONDA CBX1000

TWEAKED
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“I had seen a Spondon chassis in 
various guises and had lusted over a 
polished tube with single sided swing 
arm version using a CBX engine. I even 
went to visit the factory and priced the 
kit to build my dream. $10,000 bought 
the chassis with swing arm, tank and 
little more. To import the frame and 
buy a donor bike with the parts to 
complete the bike was more than I 
could justify,” Steve added.

THE RATTER
Sometimes the universe smiles on 

you, and Steve was the recipient. His 
friend had a ratty ProLink model he’d 
earmarked for a future project, by luck-
ily for Steve, this project was one of 
many and down the list of priorities of 
his friend.

“My friend parted with his CBX, 
giving me everything I needed to start,” 
said Steve.

1. Updated
dash certainly
makes the bike
look modern
but you can’t
help feeling the
original CBX1000
instruments would
have a bit more
style.
2. Brakes are from
the GSX-R1000,
including the funky
looking master
cylinder reservoir.
3. Twin mufflers
are off a Kawasaki
Z1000.

small amount of luck. While it’s frustrat-
ing waiting for every chain, tensioner 
or obscure CBX part to turn up on the 
‘net’, eventually everything was found. 
This is one of the reasons the build took 
18 months.

A friend of Steve’s donated a work-
shop manual, with Steve stating it 
would have been nice to have it at the 
start of the build rather than at the 
end. The engine was kept largely stock, 
but fitting early camshafts gained an 
extra 10 horsepower.

“Suzuki GSX-R1000 suspension, 
wheels, brakes and controls made the 
bike modern,” said Steve. “The triple 
clamps came from a guy in the UK who 
made them to order. They fitted easily 
using available tapered steering head 
bearings. The machining is pure art.

“The swingarm almost went directly 
into the Honda frame and needed 
only spacers and one of the original 

“The bike had the fairing missing 
and only ran on five cylinders at idle, 
but the important bits were all there to 
build my pseudo Spondon.

“The goal was to improve the 
suspension and handling with modern 
components to bring it into 2016. The 
engine dominates its appearance with 
everything else kept minimalist. I always 
intended it to be a Sunday bike and 
therefore wider ’bars with a motard 
riding position was part of the style I 
wanted. Clipons look cool but make it 
hard to do 200 kilometres unless you’re 
20, which I’m not,” Steve continued.

TEARDOWN
Stripping the engine showed mini-

mal wear for the bike’s age and ratty 
appearance and only the usual seals, 
bearings and chains needed replacing. 
Finding parts became endless hours and 
patience scouring eBay for Steve, with a 

2 3

Honda CBX1000 tank, 2008 Honda 
Fireblade seat and tail piece, MV 
Agusta headlight. Rizoma mirrors, 
LED tail lights, braided brake 
lines, Renthal ‘Fatbar’ handlebars, 
Suzuki GSX-R dash.

BODYWORK
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OWNER 
PROFILE

NAME: Steve
LOCALITY: Adelaide
AGE: 57
HOW LONG HAVE YOU 
BEEN INTO BIKES? 
Been riding since 13.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
HAVE YOU OWNED?
Honda RC30, 2007 
Fireblade, Firestorm, 
Z900, Z1r Harris, 
Bimota SB6, CCM 
500s, Triumph 
Rickman Mettisse, 
VMX Elsinores;  still 
own them except 
for the fi restorm and 
Z900.
WHAT OTHER BIKES 
WOULD YOU LIKE 
TO OWN? Aprilia V4 
tuono great engine 
and rocket real world 
performance, Yamaha 
R1M, tiny bike with 
usable rider aids to 
make dummies fast.
WHAT INTERESTS 
DO YOU HAVE 
OTHER THAN 
MOTORCYCLING?
Travel (almost 
anywhere) and music 
(blues and live music).

4. Rear end is all Gixxer Thou. 
including the swingarm that 
slotted in with minimal work. 
5. Massive triple clamps came 
from the UK, custom made for 
Steve’s CBX.  
6. Huge yellow Honda wing will 
suit the wheels, when Steve 
paints them yellow, despite his 
painter’s protestations. 

 

 
 

1981 Honda CBX1000 
frame, braced and 
converted to single 
shock. 2008 Honda 
Fireblade subframe. 
Suzuki GSX-R1000 forks, 
swingarm, wheels and 
brakes. Custom made triple 
clamps.

CHASSIS
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frame inserts modified to align the 
wheels. I made a jig from the Suzuki 
frame to get the correct linkage posi-
tions, then welded and heavily braced 
the frame for the shock mounts.

The rear subframe and seat tailpiece 
is off a 2008 Fireblade, and after a 
couple of attempts, I kept the CBX 
airbox. The first airbox melted in the 
oven when the phone rang and I forgot 
it after painting,” added Steve.

WEIRDNESS
“Then weird stuff started 

happening,”said Steve. “I had assem-
bled the 24 valve cylinder head after 
getting the seats cut by a specialist 
shop. I had a shim left over at the end. 
My partner Celia walked out to see a 

“Suzuki
GSX-R1000
suspension,
wheels,
brakes and
controls
made
the bike
modern.”

exhaust and shock mounts. Daniel Stone 
did the fantastic paint job, including the 
oversized wing on the tank, and can be 
thanked for wisely talking Steve out of 
painting the wheels yellow, although 
Steve reckons it might still happen. Carl 
Fuller painstakingly wet blasted the 
engine components and carburettors to 
an ‘as new’ finish. Steve struggled with 
the carburettors though. “The carbs are 
the job from hell and take my advice, 
don’t use the cheap overhaul kits on 
eBay,” said Steve. “The fuel valves leak 
and the jet sizes are too small. The 
first remove/replace for problem solv-
ing took six hours, with subsequent 
attempts down to a speedy three hours. 
Maybe one more time to fine tune the 
bike, now that I’ve ridden it for a 

sad look on my face, when I realised 
I’d have to dismantle the entire head 
to find which valve had the shim miss-
ing. She closed her eyes and passed her 
hand over the head, then said, “that 
one”. I dismantled that valve and it was 
missing the shim. True story.

“It all seems pretty straight forward 
now but days would disappear trying 
parts to fit and modifying them, then 
discarding them for hopefully a better 
idea,” added Steve.

NITTY GRITTY
The exhaust is a thin-wall stainless 

steel header with Yoshimura mufflers 
made for a Kawasaki Z1000. Steve 
Mayne helped with the jobs Steve the 
owner couldn’t do, like welding the 

HONDA CBX1000

TWEAKED

1981 Honda CBX1000. 64.5 x 
53.4 mm. 9.3:1. 100 hp (74.6 kW) 
@ 9000 rpm. Standard engine 
except for earlier model camshafts, 
standard air filter, 6 x Keihin 
VB28mm Carburettors, Kawasaki 
Z1000 mufflers.

ENGINE
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while. but I might let
the skin grow back
on my knuckles,”
added Steve.

The bike was devel-
oping a mind of it’s own
according to Steve. “People (some
I knew and some I didn’t) would 
come into work to see this strange 
Frankenbike. My apprentice could 
almost recite the story of the bike, he’d 
heard it told so many times,” said Steve.

FINALLY
Steve never gave up on the image 

in his mind of Sundays grinning 
like an idiot while riding his own 
creation. Luckily the reality has been 
close to that. Steve reckons he’s an 
idiot anyway, and always seems to 
be grinning when he’s on board the 
Frankenbike.

1. An MV Agusta 
donated the 
headlight, at great
cost though. But it
does look good. 
2. Yes that is a 
Honda CBR1000RR
seat unit.  
3. Engine was 
detailed to within 
a millimetre of its 
life,m including 
the bank of six 
carburettors.
4. If the sight of 
six header pipes 
doesn’t excite you,
you are probably a
little weird.

done. The low point was assembling 
the engine for the third time, getting 
everything lined up only to find a small 
oil slinger on the back of the bench, 
requiring the engine cases to be split 
yet again,” continued Steve.

BUT WAIT, THERE’S 
MORE

“The Spondon would have been 
nice but it would have been double 
the cost. You know, I’ve had new bikes 
that didn’t give anywhere near the 
satisfaction I get from polishing it but 
the downside is I want to build another 
one. A Z1R powered Harris Magnum… 
and maybe a sidecar with the leftover 
GSX-R1000 engine,” said Steve.

As they say, you can never have too 
many toys, or projects. 

“It rides very well for a home-
built machine, tipping into corners 
easily and without nervousness. 

I didn’t fit a steering damper and 
it doesn’t need it, even when an 

overzealous lap of Broadford touched 
the cases on the final corner before the 
straight. Job Done,” said Steve.

“I didn’t keep accurate figures, which 
is probably a good thing, but about 
$18,000 would be right, not including 
my labour and favours owed. The most 
extravagant part was probably the 
headlight, from an MV Agusta, which 
maxed out my paypal account at the 
time. The best value was the rings and 
clutch from a guy in Japan trading as 
‘Cruzin Image’. Cheap.

“A high point for the build was 
looking at the assembled engine in 
the frame and carburettors finished (I 
thought) and thinking the hardest was 

1

2

3

4

“ T h e  m o s t 
e x t rava g a n t 

p a r t  wa s 
p ro b a b ly 

t h e 
h e a d l i g ht , 

f ro m  a n 
M V  A g u s t a , 

wh i c h 
m a xe d  o u t 
my  Pay Pa l 
a cco u nt  at 

t h e  t i m e . ”

Steve Mayne for the welding/fabrication on this 
and my other projects, Daniel Stone for the 
excellent painting and good advice (the yellow 
is probably still coming). Carl Fuller who valpur 
blasted the engine back to ‘as new’, and Celia 
for her eternal patience with me.

SPECIAL THANKS
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TECHTIME
TECHTIPS

Making the best of what you have is a good way to
start modifying your engine.

ANY a budding tinkerer has
tuned their engine either
slower than stock, or to a
complete standstill. Generally

speaking, engines, especially modern sports
ones, are fairly highly tuned to being with, 
and tuning them in the wrong way can lose 
horsepower and reliability.

On the dyno I’ve seen some amazing things, 
with so called ‘improvements’ in breathing 
in and out actually giving less horsepower 

and torque than the stock components they
replaced.

An area which is a black art for most motor-
cycle enthusiasts, including most modern
motorcycle mechanics, is camshaft timing,
commonly referred to as Cam Timing. You 
cannot do this on most standard motorcycles 
because the camshaft sprockets are not 
adjustable, leaving you with production line 
inaccuracies.

THE LOBES
The lobe centre refers to the centre of the

cam’s profile (this is usually the peak of the
lobe but not always so), and the cam timing
numbers represent the crankshaft angle
before top dead centre (BTDC) for the exhaust 
cam’s centre, and the angle after top dead 
centre (ATDC) of the intake cam’s centre. 
Clear as mud?

An important event in a camshaft’s rotation 
is during valve overlap. Get this wrong and 

M

CAM TIMING
FOR DUMMIES

1
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WITH: WILLIAM BUNTER

disastrous things can happen. Valve overlap 
is when both the inlet and exhaust valves are 
slightly open. If you look at Figure 1 you will 
see the overlap area on the graph. Retarding 
the exhaust camshaft (moving the profile 
to the right) will increase overlap, as will 
advancing the intake camshaft (moving the 
profile to the left).

While it may be easy to look at a lobe’s 
profile and point to the centre, actually 
finding that point when the camshaft is in 
the engine is a different matter, especially 
when a couple of degrees can result in a big 
change.

Your average motorcycle mechanic who 
does basic servicing and trouble shooting 
will most likely never have been shown this 
level of intricacy in engine modifications so 
you need to find the right person to let loose 
inside your engine.

SPINNING SPROCKETS
Most production engines do not come with 

‘slotted’ camshaft sprockets. Some aftermar-
ket sprockets can be bought for most modern 

sports engines and you 
cannot change the cam timing without 
adjustable sprockets. I have seen sprocket 
bolt holes drilled bigger to allow some 
degree of adjustment but this is the butcher’s 
way of doing it. I prefer to machine a slot in 
the sprockets, along the axis of the camshaft 
rotation. Safer, smarter, and just plain better.

There are no real magic numbers when it 
comes to cam timing, as what may work on 
one engine may not on another, especially 
going from V-twin to an inline four for 
example. The art of experimentation is king 

here, and a good tuner with a dyno can make
good improvements to your engine through 
cam timing.

Generally speaking, more valve overlap will 
improve midrange power but at the expense 
of top end, and less overlap will give more 
top end, sacrificing midrange. Airbox and 
exhaust systems all effect cam timing settings 
and the performance improvements from 
those changes. It is not uncommon to ‘opti-
mise’ the cam timing with a standard exhaust 
and get gains, then change the exhaust and 
or air box and make changes to the cam 

 
 

2 3

4

1. Easy to time this engine, 
as long as the dots line up. A 
gear drive lovers’ wet dream.
2. The humble dial indicator. 
Essential to do the job 
properly.
3. A Yoshimura kit like this 
is top shelf and easier than 
modifying the standard gear 
yourself.
4. Ensuring the valves open 
and close when they should 
to best suit your particular 
engine is what the game is 
all about.
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TECHTIME
TECHTIPS

timing again to suit the freer flowing
components. Of course this all costs
money and most people will not bother,
as we are not talking massive gains.

One of the dangers of playing with
cam timing is the potential for a colli-
sion between pistons and valves. As the piston 
approaches and passes TDC on overlap, the 
exhaust valve is closing. If the exhaust cam is 
too retarded, contact between the piston and 
valve can result, all depending on the state of 
tune of the engine, how much compression it 
has, if it has larger valves than standard and 
so on. Likewise, the intake valve is opening as 
the piston approaches TDC on overlap. After 
TDC, the intake valve chases the piston as it 
opens, another potential danger zone. And 
with too much overlap, there is a chance the 
intake and exhaust valves could tangle, and 
the bigger valves I just mentioned being part 
of the cause in a race prepped engine. After 
adjusting the cam timing it is best to check 
valve-to-piston clearances at 15, 10 and five 
degrees before and after TDC for both intake 
and exhaust valves.

REAL WORLD RESULTS
Race engine builders with experience in this 

field will usually experiment with a few differ-
ent changes to the cam timing, and mark the 
cam sprockets accordingly, so as to reduce the 
time consuming calculations each time.

The reason for this is that sometimes the 
best results on the dyno are not reflected on 
the track. Whether that be down to how the 
rider uses the power, and what their forte is. 
I have found that riders used to high revving 
four cylinder machines do not always gel with 
big thundering V-twins, where little is gained 
by taking them constantly to the redline. A 
smart tuner will make changes to suit the 
rider, with both working together for the best 
results. A seat of the pants feel can often be 
better than a dyno sheet.

But what if you could continually vary the 
valve timing? Car makers have been doing 

the variable valve timing thing for some years 
now and Honda had a crack at it with its 
VFR800 in the early 2000s, using a modified 
version of the V-TEC system it was using in 
its cars. It was universally slammed by motor-
cycle magazine testers when first revealed, 
but having ridden one I thought their assess-
ments were a bit unfair. Yes it had flaws in 
the power delivery but was a valiant attempt 
by Honda. Anyway, the engine in that form 
ran for over a decade so enough people 
disregarded the magazine testers and bought 
them anyway.

The best example I’ve ever sampled is the 
new Ducati Multistrada 1200 DVT. There is no 
discernible ‘step’ in power, it is everywhere 
and very strong. It has a much better power 
delivery than the previous Multistrada 1200, 
in my opinion. 

1
2

3

4

1. Yes the man is pointing to a 
camshaft but you can easily spot 
the slotted cam sprocket here. No 
slots, no adjustment.
2. It’s all in the numbers.
3. Too much overlap and the 
valves will be dirty dancing, and 
not in a good way.
4. Ducati’s variable timing system 
on the new Multistrada DVT 1200 
engine is the best yet.
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A NEW TAKE ON AN OLD IDEA GIVES AN OLD STAGER A

FRESH BREATH OF LIFE

S
TEVE Maney was well 

enough known in the UK – his 

Norton Commando engines but he 

was a relatively unknown quantity 

when he arrived at the 2010 Island 

Classic at Phillip Island. By the end 

of the meeting he was known for 

two things: the speed of his Seeley 

Commando and his involvement 

in a start line pile up that saw the 

Englishman spend rather more time 

in Australia than he bargained for.

To classic racing fans, Colin Seeley 

needs no introduction, and like a 

number of frame builders from the 

1960s and ’70s, the name Seeley 

has continued on, with replica 

frames being built for the classic 

racing scene. There won’t be too 

many original Seeley frames being 

campaigned these days but there’s 

more than a few replicas being 

thrashed around the world. This 

bike uses Maney’s expertise and 

the Seeley chassis which proved so 

successful back in the day that the 

original design has largely needed no 

A HANKERING
This particular Seeley Commando 

was commissioned by an Australian 

collector, mainly just to have rather 

than to be seriously raced. Things 

haven’t turned out that way, with 

Lyell Williamson successfully racing 

the machine in most major classic 

race meetings in Australia over the 

last couple of years. Lyell is quite 

an accomplished engine builder 

and racer himself, and has taken 

care of the maintenance and race 

preparation of this very special race 

bike.
When the owner of the bike wanted 

one he went straight to the best in 

the business, Minnovation, based in 

the north of England. Minnovation 

Racing sell complete bikes and the 

parts to campaign them but they 

don’t do everything in house. Both 

the engine and frame of this bike

were supplied to Minnovation who

then put the rest of the machine

together for its foray to Austral a.

ENGINE
Maney is well known for h s

1007cc Commando based

MINNOVATION 
MARVEL

Words by Chris Pickett, Photos by Chris Pickett and SDR Pics

AHR RACER TEST

–  3

AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC RACER

EDITOR
Chris Pickett

ADVERTISING
Dennis Penzo

0420 319 335
dennis@cycletorque.com au

DESIGN & PRODUCTION
Dionne Hagan

dee@cycletorque.com.au

ACCOUNTS
Rebecca Eastment

bec@cycletorque.com.au

PUBLISHER
Nigel Paterson

PO Box 687
Warners Bay, NSW 2282

Ph (02) 4956 9820
Fax (02) 4956 9824

Email: info@cycletorque com au

REGULAR CONTRIBUTORS:
Darryl Flack, Don Cox Ph l Ha l

Goggles Paesano, Brian Dyer
Peter Faragher, wpfotos co uk
SDPICS, Buggantar Photos

Australian Historic Racer is published by
Motorcycle Publishing Pty Ltd
ACN  085 871 147, ISSN numbe 2205-9768
Printed by Rural Press, North Richmond

This work is Copyrighted. All ights ese v d
No part of this publication may be ep oduced in
any form, including electronic, w thout w itten
permission of the publisher. Please contact the
editor before submitting freelance cont butions

4 SNAPSHOT IN TIME

6 IN THE PITS

10 2016 ISLAND CLASSIC
PREVIEW

12 RACING TECH

14 2016 BSFOS PREVIEW

16 EDITORIAL

18 RYE DUCATI

26 RUST NEVER SLEEPS

30 YAMAHA TZ750

36 THE SQUEAKY WHEEL

38 TOM PHILLIS

46 BOOK SHOP

48 RACING GEAR

50 SEELEY COMMANDO

58 HONDA CB500/4

66 HONDA V4

72 1976 AUSTRALIAN TT

76 DENNIS NEILL TRIBUTE

82 2015 BSFOS WRAP UP

86 2015 ISLAND CLASSIC
REVIEW

90 CLASSIC TT 2015

94 ON ANY RACEDAY

98 EVENTS

ON THE COVER: RYE DUCATI PHOTO BY SDR

18 26

30

38

50

58

66

––– 31 –––

Australian Historic Racer

YAMAHA’S TZ750 IS ONE OF THE MOST COLLECTABLE FACTORY RACE BIKES EVER MADE. 
THE OWNER OF THIS BIKE DECIDED TO MAKE HIS EVEN MORE SPECIAL THAN THE ORIGINALFACTORY racing machines are generally built in very small numbers, raced for a year or so in the hands of the best riders and then left to languish in sheds.Some b kes are like your 

and nine handles, watered down as parts are robbed for newer machines and so on. They can lose their identity along the way.
Yamaha’s TZ750 was a bit like that, 

and resigned to being ornaments in sheds. The last TZ750 to be seriously raced as a modern bike in Australia was most likely the Gaythorne Yamaha 
with an F 1100 front end.

and too slow to keep up with bikes like 
Yamaha’s own FZR1000. But there’s no 

doubt the TZ750 had a reputation for 
and has few peers as a collectable racing machine.
If you speak to current and former owners of these machines, racing one 

and physical pain. A good friend of mine had a TZ750 powered sidecar back in the 1980s and tells the story 
import parts from England to rebuild the engine. After doing practice at Oran 

Park things were looking up, until the engine seized on the warm-up lap for 

you mention a TZ750 to him.
CLASS ACT

There has been a bit of a resurgenceof TZ750 machines n recent years inAustralian class c racing circles but

Story by Chris Pickett Photos by ChrisPickett and Buggantar Photos
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this 500/4 leaned up against the 
fence of a house just near Paul’s place. I 
knocked on the door and asked if it was 
for sale, and it was. I checked it out and 
realised it was my old bike, with all the 

bloke wanted $100, I couldn’t get my 
wallet out quick enough.” 

It took some work to breathe racing 
life back into the little Honda but it 
wasn’t long before the bike was ready 
to terrorise more fancied machinery 
and opponents, just like it did a decade 
earlier.

LIGHT AS A FEATHER
Kel went to great lengths to have the 

wheels turn freely, using a lighter chain 

this day the bike has kept all of Kel’s 

ideas of weight reduction and it can just 
about push itself along. 

the dual brakes (500s originally had 

a regular four-into-one exhaust, and 
later a trick four-into-one system which 
could be pulled apart one header at a 
time.

In this form the bike was seriously 
fast for its time, with Kel wheelstanding 

take many wins in the unlimited class.

racer could be at the time, with Dyna 
S coils and a rev limiter ensuring the 
bike was reliable as well as fast. Kel’s 
shining moment was beating much 
bigger bikes at Mount Panorama on this 
big bore 500.

Kel did most of the day to day 
maintenance of the bike and farmed 
out the engine for rebuilds when 
needed. In 1994 Kel took the engine 
to Mark Woolfrey, noted engine 
builder and mechanic for Yamaha’s 
factory team in Australia. Much of 
the work Masaaki San had done years 
before was still in good condition 
and relevant, but Woolfrey tweaked 

with current thinking at that time, 
including a very lightweight knife 

brought back to 550cc as Woolfrey 
believed it would rev harder and 
make more horsepower at that 
capacity. Power at this time in its life 
was believed to be in the low 60s at 
the rear wheel.

AHR RACER TEST

This bike was a cuttiung edge historic racer in the late 1980s and still is now. You might think the term  
‘Cutting Edge’ is out of place in historic racing but not so. But one area where the bike could be improved is the 

carburettors. A modern set of Keihin CRs would make more power and be easier to deal with than these  
Kawasaki based 29mm Smoothbores. And check out the race programs, highlighting the bike’s history as a  

modern and classic racing machine.
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OTORCYCLE enthusiasts 
who like to get hands 
on with their bikes 
always have a mate, a 

fellow rider, who should never be let 
near a tool, let alone let loose actually 
spinning spanners on a bike.

It’s easy for me, I have a mechanical 
trade, but there are jobs I can’t tackle 
because of a lack of expertise or the 

1. This was how
we got the bike:
dusty, no brakes,
not running
and a couple of
boxes of mainly
crash damaged
parts. But it was
a multiple race
winner in the
hands of Zach
Thackeray, so we
knew the bike was
a ‘goodun’.

CUP RACER
Back in 2007 I organised a Yamaha 

FZ6 for my mate’s son to race. The bike 

was prepared by Yamaha Australia 

for the one model series, organised by 

Yamaha to promote its new middle-

weight sports tourer. Now my mate’s 

nickname is ‘Tangles’ so you can prob-

ably guess where this is going. I was 

required tooling needed.
I’ve been called upon by a few 

friends to lend a hand, usually at the 
last minute and usually after they’ve 
stuffed something. But don’t think I’m 
some sort of legend, requests for help 
go ‘up the line’ and I sometimes have to 
call on a particular mate to sort my fail-
ings out too.

INTHEGARAGE

M

1

Maybe reborn is the wrong word, brought back from the 
dead is probably a better description.

A RACER IS 
BORN
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2. The standard 
muffler and rear 
bodywork had to 
go so we could 
put the GYTR race 
pipe back where it
belonged.
3. Many a rider 
had seen the noisy
end of this muffler
back in the day.
4. A set of 
Bridgestone 
Battlax sports 
tyres replaced the 
old rock hard race
tyres.
5. The brake 
master cylinder 
had seen better 
days and was bone
dry. A rebuild kit is
on back order.

often asked for help, always at the 
last minute, and a few times I had to 
help get the bike ready for the next 
race after it was near totalled in the 
previous one by its talented but over-
exuberant rider.

After a couple of years at the pointy 
end of the FZ6 Cup the bike languished 
in a dusty shed until Tangles’ brother 
decided to put the former racer back to 
road trim, either to sell it off or get it 
registered and on the road again. This 
was done fairly quickly until a couple of 
small hurdles put the bike on the back 
burner and back under a layer of dust.

SECOND CHANCE
With Tangles’ two sons getting back 

into racing, for fun rather than chasing 
a championship, the hunt was on for a 
suitable Period 6 historic racer. I just so 
happened to have a rough 1989 Suzuki 
GSX-R1100 which would fit the bill 
perfectly, so a deal was done to change 
ownership.

The bike had a flat battery of course 
but once this was charged it fired right 
up and the engine sounded crisp and 
healthy. As it was going to be put back 
on the track for track day shenanigans, 

2

3

4

5
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INTHEGARAGE

1 2 3

the road gear had to be removed and 
track gear out back on.

The race bodywork had long been 
thrown out, so the easiest thing was to 
leave the headlight and front blinkers 
on, all fine for track days. A GYTR race 
muffler had come with the bike but it 
would not fit with the standard rear 
seat arrangement. It was all removed 
and tucked away safely as it is all brand 
new anyway. You never know, maybe 
one day someone will want a standard 
FZ6 muffler. I could get rich.

Getting back to reality, I had a heap 
of spares with the bike, a couple of pairs 
of rear set foot pegs, some levers and 
some braided brake lines to fill the void 
they normally sat. None of them were in 
‘pristine’ condition but were ok to reuse.

All of this went on easily enough 
except for the braided lines. I don’t 
know if they were the ones that came 

1. How this 
engine stayed 
together after 
being mercilessly 
flogged shows 
the toughness of 
Yamaha products.
2. Standard FZ6 
brakes, but the FZ6 
forks had stiffer 
springs.
3. An Öhlins shock 
with remote 
preload made a big 
improvement to the 
handling.
4. Oggy Knobbs will 
suit the ride day life 
this bike will have 
in the future.
5. The rear sets had 
been replaced with 
standard foot pegs, 
but we dug the old 
race ’pegs out of 
the box and put 
them back on. All 
the bits were there 
thankfully.

off this bike but I could not get them to 
look like fitting properly. No dramas I 
thought, a quick call to the right people 
had me some Venhill braided lines to 
suit the FZ6. Kenma, the company that 
imports Venhill, have the sizes of most 
bikes on file, so you can go into your 
local bike shop, tell them what bike you 
have and they can get the lines made 
to original spec length, making them a 
simple bolt on affair really. As long as 
you can bleed brakes.

Bleeding the front brake was always 
going to be a nightmare on this FZ6 
because the original master cylinder had 
been sitting for too long with no fluid, 
drying out the seal on the plunger. I 
ordered a Yamaha master cylinder kit, 
which as I write this is on back order. 
Hopefully you’ll see a ‘how to rebuild 
your master cylinder’ in the next issue.

4 5
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WITH: CHRIS PICKETT

ACCESSORY TIME
The bike came with no stands, but the 

side stand had been put back on. A call 

to Anderson Stands sorted that. Yes you 

can get cheaper stands than what Chris 

Anderson makes but the quality will be 

nowhere near them. I’ve used Anderson 

stands on a few race bikes of mine and 

they are second to none in my opinion, 

easy to use and have a ‘high end’ look 

about them. Once you buy one you’ll never 

need to replace it, they are that good.

Oggy Knobs were another accessory we 

wanted to use. This is not a full on race 

bike anymore, it will be used for track days 

without riding over the top, so in our opin-

ion fitting a set of Oggy Knobs is smart. 

They come made to suit your specific model 

and are very easy to fit. Except on our FZ6. 

The right hand engine mount bolt had 

previously been crossed threaded slightly so 

took some getting out. I was able to clean 

up the thread in the engine by running 

a tap through it so all was good in the 

end but there were a couple of ‘what if’ 

moments there.

While there was plenty of tread left on 

the old race Dunlops, they were as crook as 

Rookwood, as hard as a landlady’s scowl. I 

tried out our new No-Mar mechanical tyre 

changer to fit our Bridgestone S21 Battlax 

tyres, a 190/55-17 on the rear and a 120/70-

17 front. The tyres had been on there for 

close to eight years so it was a bit of a 

mission to get them off, especially the rear. 

I’m new at the No-Mar game too so prac-

tice will make life easier I’d guess.

WHAT SPEC?
The bike came pretty much as raced, at 

least on the mechanical side. Back in 2006 the 
bike was set up by Yamaha Australia, with an 
Öhlins shock with a remote pre-load adjuster, 
Öhlins steering damper, kitted forks, race 
muffler, rear sets, clip ons, Power Commander 
and a race fairing and seat. All the good 
mechanical and electronic gear is still on the 
bike so there’s no need to update any of this, 
just go through a few things on the service 
side of it. Preventative maintenance you 
might say.

Once I fit the Venhill lines and go through 
the master cylinder it will be right to go. 
Tidying up the rear end with a race tailpiece 
will make the bike look more purposeful and 
setting up the bike’s ride height and setup 
will be mandatory before it goes on the track.

Stay tuned. 

6. Many a 
rose joint was 
sacrificed in the 
pursuit of racing 
victory. This is 
what greeted us 
when we picked 
the bike up. All 
the rose joints had 
been destroyed 
in the ensuing 
mayhem.
7. The poor old 
instruments had 
been crashed and 
repaired, sort of. 
They are hanging 
in there though.
8. Venhill braided 
lines got the nod 
when we wanted 
to get rid of the 
old lines. Top shelf 
stuff they are, we 
use them on our TT 
race bikes.
9. The FZ6 tail 
pieces were brand 
new, taken off 
when the bike was 
converted into a 
race bike.

6 7

9

8
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ON TRACK

FEATURE

The 2016 QBE Barry Sheene Festival 
of Speed wasn’t light on start power.

STARS
APLENTY

HERE is almost no end 
to the heights at which 
the Post Classic Racing 
Association of NSW is 

taking the QBE Barry Sheene FOS. The 
2016 event had no fewer than nine 
former legends, some whose names 
you may easily recognise like 1993 
500cc champ Kevin Schwantz to New 
Zealand racer John Boote, the man 
who is widely recognised as giving 
Yamaha’s TZ700 its first ever win 
anywhere in the world.

Freddie Spencer was there again, the 
man who still lives at the top of the 
totem pole for many fans after he won 

1. Fast Freddie
Spencer was a
crowd favorite.
2. Chris Vermeulen
dusted off his
leathers to sample
Paul Edwards’
RGB500. Full story
on this bike inside
this issue.

years and if not for machine issues would 

have been hard to beat here also.

This was the 11th time the BSFOS has 

been run and it continues to garner big 

entry lists, this year the most ever with 

nearly 280 riders and 520 motorcycles. All 

classes were catered for, sidecars also.

The racing in all classes was fantas-

tic but the chance to see some of the 

machinery being ridden by the legends 

was almost too much to bear for seri-

both the 500cc and 250cc world champi-
onships in 1985.

Kork Ballington, Kawasaki supremo, 
Steve ‘Stavros’ Parrish, former team 
mate to Barry Sheene, Kevin Magee, 
Maria Costello, Freddie Sheene, son 
of Barry, Chris Vermeulen, Jeremy 
McWilliams, Graeme Crosby. All big 
names, and in some cases big personali-
ties.

Most of the former racers were 
content to be involved only in the 
Legends battles, more a high speed 
parade rather than a race, but 
McWilliams and Schwantz wanted more, 
actually racing in some of the classes. 

STORY: CHRIS PICKETT  PHOTOS: CHRIS PICKETT AND ‘BOOTLACE’

2

1
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were all Kawasaki mounted during the 
Legends Clashes, Sayle in particular 
relishing his time on the 250 and 350cc 
two-stroke twins.

There were five Legends Clashes over 
the three days, fantastic all of them.

LOCAL HEROES
While the highlight for many specta-

tors was the legends getting amongst 
it on track, signing autographs etc, the 
racing was easily as special. The Barry 
Sheene Top 50, for the fastest 25 Period 
5 bikes and the fastest 25 Period 6 bikes, 
was a battle royal for the entire meet-
ing. Victorian superbike rider Chas Hern 
took the T-Rex Bimota YB5 to a very 
well earned victory overall because he 
was chased the whole way by Byrne on 
the DMR Motorsport McIntosh Suzuki, 
each winning two of the four races. 
Dean Oughtred rode the Dynoverks 
Suzuki GSX-R1100 to third, and the ever-
green Schwantz got Suzuki mounted on 
an XR69 replica to take fourth. Other 
notable results were Pete Byers on the 
Suzuki GSX-R1100, and it was great to 
see the kiwi flyer back racing. Steve Kairl 
was 6th, behind Pyers, on his Yamaha 
FZR1000. Cam Donald had machine 

ous racing enthusiasts. The very bike 

Schwantz used in 1994, Suzuki RGV 

500cc XR86, is pure exotica, as is the 

Suzuki XR14 that Barry Sheene won 

his first 500cc GP at the 1975 Dutch TT. 

Both McWilliams and Schwantz paraded 

this bike, and to crash it seems almost 

unthinkable. Both were ridden with 

verve though, and it was great to hear 

those square four two-strokes being 

revved hard. Pure bliss for a racing fan 

like myself.

The owner of these two bikes, and 

a lot more Suzuki racing machines, is 

British based Steve Wheatman. He is 

approachable and just a bloke who has 

‘done good’ and loves his bikes. For him 

to bring these bikes over for us Aussies 

3. Phil and Roz 
love their racing, 
with a special 
affinity to the 
Yamaha brand, 
especially the 
TZ750.
4. Kevin Magee 
paraded the 
YZR500 Yamaha 
he rode in the 
All Japan 500cc 
Championship. 
Maybe ‘Paraded’ 
isn’t the right 
word.
5. A lineup of 
exotica.
6. A famous 
nickname.
7. A 750cc inline 
four taking on a 
750cc V-Twin. 
A great battle 
between the two 
went all meeting 
long.
8. Mick Coates’ 
gorgeous Moto 
Guzzi Daytona. He 
rides the wheels 
off it too.

to see, smell and hear was not only a big 

plus for him but also the team from the 

PCRA who had the foresight to get the 

job done.

Really it’s the true enthusiasts who 

own these bikes that come out to play. 

Tom Dermody is a well known sponsor 

who loves riding himself. He supplies the 

YZR500 Yamaha that Kevin Magee rode 

in the 1992 All-Japan 500cc champion-

ship, the Suzuki XR69 for Cam Donald 

and McIntosh Suzuki for Irish ex-pat 

Paul Byrne, who is more used to riding 

superbikes than classics. The Honda 

RS500 Spencer rode came all the way 

from Luxemburg with owner Paul Galles 

by its side.

Murray Sayle, Ballington and Crosby 

3
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issues which essentially put him out
of the meeting in this class, finishing
second in race one but failing to finish
any of the others.

Other ‘special’ classes included the
Barry Sheene Period 5 500cc, the Paul
Dobbs Period 4 750cc, the Ken Wooton
Period 4 Challenge and the Ken Lucas
Challenge for bikes and riders with a
combined age of 102 years. These ‘one
off’ races were a treat, bringing the
best out in each rider to get the flag
first. Often these races were combined
with other classes so it was a bit diffi-
cult to tell who came where.

The other highlight in current
historic racing is the re-emergence of
the Yamaha TZ750. There have been a

1. Hansford’s
Kawasaki H2R
sitting alongside a
replica of Freddie’s
VF750F super bike.
Oh Lordy!
2. Harris-framed
Triumph triple
sounded as good
as it looked.
3. A throwback
from the glory
days of GP racing,
back when
you could even
promote smokes.

specifically in the Period 3 500cc class, 

the same class Barry Sheene was a front 

runner in before he died. Schwantz 

won every race and took home the 

Barry Sheene memorial trophy. “Riding 

Barry’s bike at a meeting named after 

him was something very special,” said 

Schwantz. “I couldn’t help but get 

a little emotional. To win the Barry 

Sheene Memorial Trophy was some-

thing that I will cherish. It put the icing 

on a fantastic weekend. Will I be back? 

There is a good chance of it.”

Paul Edwards is another rider who 

got a little emotional, after he had 

Freddie Sheene and Chris Vermeulen 

ride his Suzuki RGB500 GP racer. It’s 

couple running around in recent years 
but generally nowhere the numbers as 
they are now, as they were deemed too 
exotic and rare to ‘risk’ in the dust and 
thrust of classic racing. A couple of new 
builds have seen riders the calibre of 
Marty Craggill and John Allen back in 
the saddle to give them a run.

Allen and Craig Ditchburn were 
entered in the BSFOS on the big TZs, 
and running them at the front too. It’s 
great to see these rare machines being 
used in anger by top level riders.

EMOTION
Besides the Suxuki XR69 Kevin 

Schwantz was racing, he was also 
astride a Ken McIntosh Manx Norton, 

ON TRACK

FEATURE
1

2

3
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a replica of one of Sheene’s machines 
and just getting the bike there in time 
for the meeting was a massive mission 
in itself. You can read more about the 
bike in this issue.

THE PADDOCK
One of the best things about historic 

racing in Australia, no matter how big 
the event, is you can wander through 
the pits, get up close to the riders and 
their machines. The Barry Sheene FOS is 
perhaps the most accessible for people 
wanting this, and most riders will enjoy 
having a chat about their bike if you 
show interest.

There was a show-n-shine on Sunday, 

trade stands, autograph signing 

sessions, and even a dinner on Saturday 

night where we were treated to loads 

of funny stories from some of the stars, 

including Steve Parrish.

While the PCRA promotes the fact 

they are bringing out all these stars, 

that’s just part of the festival. The 

racing by local riders is second to none, 

and the bikes are simply amazing to 

check out in the flesh. The stars need 

the locals and the locals need the stars, 

for the meeting to continue at this 

level.

Full results of the meeting can be 

found at www.natsoft.com.au. 

4. Kevin Schwantz won it 
all on the McIntosh Manx 
Norton.
5. Once a larrikin…
6. Chas Hern was one of 
the riders to beat on the 
T-Rex Bimota.
7. Schwantzy, XR69 
mounted showed plenty 
of style on the big bike.
8. Jeremy McWilliams had 
a meeting he’d probably 
rather forget, with 
machinery issue plaguing 
his meeting.
9. There was plenty 
to ogle away from the 
race track too, like this 
custom painted Laverda 
Jota.

4 5

6 7

8 9
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GOT SOME PICS OF YOU OR YOUR FRIENDS ENJOYING LIFE ON 
TWO WHEELS? WELL, FEEL FREE TO SEND THEM TO US AT 

CHRIS@MOTOPUB.COM.AU
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BMW S 1000 RR

TWEAKED
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Praem’s classic 
styled BMW 
reverses the trend

E’VE all seen plenty of older 
bikes, like Suzuki’s GSX1100 
or Honda’s CB900 Bol d’or 
get the modern treatment 

–17 inch wheels, decent brakes, beefier 
forks – and so on. Japanese firm Sanctuary 
is perhaps the best of the current crop 
of customisers doing this but it’s almost 
commonplace these days.

What is less common is taking a modern 
machine with all that great suspension, 
brakes and performance, and putting a retro 
slant on it. We’ve also seen that though, with 
a couple of modern Suzuki GSX1400s fitted 
with older bodywork. It’s another take on the 
term ‘Reverse Engineering’, you might say.

French custom motorcycle builders Praem 
have taken the whole idea to another level 
though. Paris based Brothers Sylvain and 
Florent Berneron have taken a current BMW 
S 1000 RR superbike and turned the clock 
back. They have kept all the stuff that makes 
the BMW one of the fastest production bikes 
on the planet but fitted a heap of old school 
bodywork and graphics to make it look even 
better. The S 1000 RR is not an ugly bike in 
anyone’s language but Praem has turned it 
into a thing of beauty in its endurance racing 
bodywork.

ONE SLEEK MUTHA
BMW actually owns the bike, and some 

forward thinking BeeEmm suit obviously 
thought it was a good idea. We can stand 
and applaud him or her right now.

Praem thought it unnecessary to improve 
the 200-odd rampant ponies inside the 
engine so therefore it’s essentially stock inside 
the cases and barrels. There is a titanium 
Akrapovic exhaust fitted though, with a one-
off muffler, and a larger endurance racing 

STORY: D’LONGIE  PHOTOS: PRAEM

W
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1

radiator has been fitted, probably for 
looks but also better cooling in case 
the bike hits the race track in real, not 
pseudo, anger.

It has less bodywork too, part of the 
reason it’s some 20 kilograms lighter 
than a standard S 1000 RR.

The three quarter fairing is remi-
niscent of the 1980s endurance racing 
world, where roundness was preferred 
to sharp edges. The paint scheme was 
inspired by the Alexander Calder BMW 
3.0 CSL that raced in the 1975 24 Hours 
of Le Mans, bringing BMW’s four and 
two wheel worlds together.

1. The tank is
surprisingly
standard, only the
aluminium has
been brought to
the fore instead of
hiding under paint.
A quick filler has
been fitted though.
2. A single offset
headlight and that
intake ‘smile’ look
the business.

work adorning the rest of the bike. It’s 
two inches longer and has as quick-fill 
cap replacing the original.

Even the engine side covers have 
been tweaked to look like they were 
made 30 something years ago.

ROLLING STOCK
Rotobox is a wheel manufacturer 

making headlines, for the right reasons. 
These carbon wheels are some five kilo-
grams lighter than the standard wheels, 
greatly reducing unsprung weight. I’m 
not a fan of the style of them, prefer-
ring Dymags or Astralites myself, but 

You can see a lot of the endurance 
racer in this bike, with the offset head-
light and the redesigned ram-air system 
mouth situated centrally at the lower 
edge of the fairing. It works but looks 
like it works too, and there’s a differ-
ence. The tailpiece looks very much like 
it came off one of the classic racing 
XR69 replicas running around, and it fits 
the bill nicely, mounted on the custom 
subframe and battery holder.

Likewise the tank. It’s a modified 
S 1000 RR tank, but the right graph-
ics and styling has made it integrate 
superbly with the classic inspired body-

2

BMW S 1000 RR

TWEAKED
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“ W h at  i s  l e s s  co m m o n  i s 
t a k i n g  a  m o d e r n  m a c h i n e 
w it h  a l l  t h at  g re at 
s u s p e n s i o n ,  b ra ke s  a n d 
p e r fo r m a n ce ,  a n d  p u t t i n g 
a re t ro s l a nt  o n  it . ”

2015 BMW S 1000 RR, 999cc, Bore 
and Stroke 80mm x 49,7mm, 13.0:1 
compression, 199 horsepower at 
13,500rpm. Standard except for 
custom Akrapovic exhaust.

ENGINE

BMW S 1000 RR with USD 
46mm forks, adjustable preload, 
compression and rebound damping. 
Rear suspension is an alloy 
double-strut swingarm with central 
spring strut, adjustable preload, 
compression and rebound damping. 
All suspension and brakes are 
standard S 1000 RR.

CHASSIS

Classic endurance racing inspired 
three quarter fairing and seat unit. 
S 1000 RR tank has been extended 
and modified to fit a quick-fill racing 
filler cap. An offset single headlight 
is fitted, and a modified ram air 
intake moulded into the fairing. 
Custom engine covers replicate 
the racing endurance look. Carbon 
fibre covers are fitted to frame and 
swingarm.

BODYWORK
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I can see the allure they must hold to
custom builders.

Sicom carbon-ceramic brakes also
reduce unsprung weight but hopefully
they warm up enough to be non-lethal
on the street. Brake fluid and coolant
hoses all have Staubli quick release
connectors, perfect for the endurance
racing slant this bike has. The wheels
are housed in the standard S 1000 RR
forks and swingarm because there is
simply no need to reinvent the wheel.

The two French brothers could easily 
create another bike like this, if you 
supply an S 1000 RR to them. Money 
talks you know. Praem has all the know 

how and gear in house to build this
bike again, with only the paint being
shipped out.

HALLELUJAH
Praem has managed to create what

would have been the perfect race bike
in the eighties. It’s a new and fresh
vision of what can be done.

Personally I absolutely love it because
I love the race bikes of the ’80s. This
is not the first modern bike I’ve seen
taken back a decade or three with styl-
ing changes, but I think it’s probably 
the nicest. 

BMW S 1000 RR

TWEAKED

“Praem has 
managed 
to create 
what 
would 
have been 
the perfect 
race bike 
in the 
eightie s. ”

“ P ra e m  t h o u g ht 
i t  u n n e ce s s a r y 
to  i m p rove  t h e 
2 0 0  o d d  ra m p a nt 
p o n i e s  i n s i d e  t h e 
e n g i n e . ”
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INBOX

TARGETING MOTORCYCLISTS

Once again the police are targeting motor-
cycle riders in Victoria. In a state that has 
ridiculously low speed camera tolerances and 
an overly officious police force, especially in 
the traffic department, this is just another 
nail in the coffin of bike riders. Operation 
Motus. Is it really to save our lives or to raise 
money for a cash strapped state?

– William. email
It does on face value look to be another 

cash grab by the police, or rather the govern-
ment, in Victoria William but there’s more to 
the story I’d hazard a guess.

The police are saying nearly 30 riders have 
died in Victoria this year, which is a bit of a 
startling statistic. It would be interesting to 
know where and how those poor buggers 
died, and have a strategy based on that 
info, rather than a knee jerk reaction to it as 
always seems to be the way.

There’s so many reasons as to why 
motorcyclists are involved in accidents, and 
contrary to popular belief, car drivers are not 
always to blame. – Ed

SERVICE WITH A SMILE

I’d like to give readers a heads up on a 
motorcycle workshop I’ve recently found. 
Dmoto is in Clyde near Granville in Sydney. 
I had my Ducati Monster serviced there and 
could not be happier with the service. I had 
an issue with the clutch on my bike and the 
guys there fixed that and did a full service 
also.

I found them very friendly, and the price 
was very reasonable.

– Daniel. email
I know Dmoto quite well Daniel and 

couldn’t agree with you more. Good choice 
mate.  – Ed

WHY NO STREET FIGHTERS?

Street Fighter style motorcycles don’t seem 
to be as popular here in Australia, as England,
and I’ve always why that’s the case. Any 
ideas?

– Paul. email
Well the first reason would be the way 

many street fighter builders stick the seat 
up at some crazy angle Paul. That turns me 
off some otherwise great looking and engi-
neered bikes.

There’s more of them around than you 
might think though. Check out the Yamaha 
RZ500 in this issue, and I saw a beaut’ look-

ing early Hinckley Triumph Daytona the 
other day which had copped the street 
fighter treatment. It looked fantastic, with 
custom twin headlights, bar end mirrors and 
so on. Not a massive departure from stock, 
other than cosmetic changes but I really 
liked it. We are hoping to feature some UK 
made street fighters in future issues.  – Ed

CHANGES CHANGES

I see there’s a new editor at Rapid. I was 
always a fan of Jeff’s work and enjoyed read-
ing Rapid for many years. Do you plan to 
make any or many changes to the format?

– David. email
From an outsider looking in there was 

plenty of Jeff’s work which I really liked, 
and some I didn’t. I’m sure he would say the 
same about me at Cycle Torque. Jeff was 
always passionate about motorcycles and 
I want to try to keep that passion alive in 
Rapid.

I am changing up the magazine a bit, 
mainly because any magazine needs change 
to keep it relevant and exciting to its read-
ers. I have introduced some new columnists, 
and we plan to keep the modified bikes as 
a large part of the magazine. Rapid readers 
probably don’t want to read about ‘cook-
ing’ model machines, and I get that, so I 
want to keep the fun aspect alive and well 
in Rapid, regardless of whether the bike is 
a 125cc two-stroke or a 1300cc four-stroke. 
Excitement is what Rapid has always been 
about, and keeping its readers informed on 
many technical aspects of motorcycling.  – Ed

TASSIE TT

I’ve heard a group of enthusiasts in 
Tasmania are trying to get a TT style event 
up and running, using part of the old 
Longford track. I think this would be a 
massive boost for motorcycle racing in this 
country.

– Ron. email
Personally I think the event has little 

chance of getting up because of government 
bureaucracy. There’s no doubt pure road 
racing in the IOM and Ireland is alive and 
well but the people in power in Australia are 
not likely to allow it in my opinion. Having 
said that Ron, if any state will ‘entertain’ the 

idea it would be Tasmania. As you would 
know, Targa Tasmania is a similarly styled 
event and huge. Yes the dangers for riders 
compared to drivers in such an event is 
greater but it would be fantastic to be a part 
of it. If it runs, I’ll be there racing. That’s how 
much I would like to see it become a real-
ity.  – Ed

AUSSIE RACING

Australian road racing has been in a state 
of upheaval for a number of years now, and 
now the Formula Xtreme is non longer at 
wakefield park, and the Australian Superbike 
Championship being run in different state by 
different clubs, what can be done to improve 
the situation?

– Spike. email

You’re not the first one to ask such a 
question Spike, and the answer, if there is 
one is not an easy one to come up with. My 
son Alex has been to a few road race meet-
ings in the UK, as a spectator and a competi-
tor. He says the number of riders and spec-
tators is far greater than what we get here 
in Australia.

Sure, there are a lot more people in the 
UK and in Europe, and tracks are closer and 
there’s more of them than in Australia too. 
Take the UK for example, their superbike 
championship is the best national champion-
ship in the world in my opinion, and while 
the racing is great in Australia, is it the same 
level as in the UK? Probably not, but I think 
the biggest thing about racing in Australia is 
that it’s not advertised. Unless you are a fan 
and follow the championship, there’s noth-
ing in the papers or on television to let you 
know the road racing will be on this week-
end for example. That needs to change.

In my mind, when I was in my early ’20s 
and the Castrol Six Hour was nearing its 
end, probably saw the end of the glory 
days of Australian racing. The bikes were 
quite different from each manufacturer, and 
production racing was huge. I think the best 
start would be to try and emulate what is 
done over in the UK and go from there. I’d 
love to see prod die racing come back, and I 
mean proper prod die racing, with standard 
machinery like the old days. The UK also has 
an endurance championship, which appar-
ently is very popular. That might work here 
too. – Ed

EMAIL YOUR LETTERS OR PHOTOS TO, 
CHRIS@MOTOPUB.COM.AU
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AUSSIE SOURCES
Looking for customising and performance bits? Here’s a good place to start.

NSW
Aussie Streetfighters
streetfighters.com.au

Anderson Stands
andersonstands.com

Central Coast 
Performance
Cycle Centre
West Gosford 
(02) 4322 7887

CC Bike Works
Long Jetty (02) 4333 9884
ccbikeworks@gmail.com

Cutting Edge Paint Shop
Blakehurst (02) 9547 1610
cuttingedgepaintshop.com.au

Dmoto
Clyde (02) 8677 9120

Dudley’s MC
Wyong (02) 43533730 

Extreme Creations
Brookvale (02) 9939 4878, 
extremecreations.com.au

Foran Exhausts 
West Gosford (02) 4325 9120
foranexhausts.com.au

Fraser Motorcycles 
frasermotorcycles.com.au

GMoto Imports 
gmotoimports.com.au

Gowanloch Ducati 
Kingsgrove, Sydney 
(02) 9750 4346
ducati-gowanloch.com.au

Ikon Suspension
ikonsuspension.com

Kenma
kenma.com.au

Link International
linkint.com.au

Mark Tudor M/C
Castle Hill, 0432 523 829 
mtmotorcycles.com.au

Moto Italia
Emu Plains, 0432 441 985 
motoitalia.com.au

Moto National
motonational.com.au

Newcastle Vapour 
Blasting and Polishing
0412 290 960
newcastlevapourblasting.com

Radguard
radguard.com.au

S&R Pro
Penrith, (02) 4732 2203 
sandrpro.com.au

Sydney Dyno
Kariong 0418 224 000, 
sydneydyno.com.au

Tuneboy
tuneboy.com.au

ZAP Racing
zapracing.com.au

QLD
AUSFR
(07) 3804 0916
ausfr.com.au

Australian Motorcycle 
Components
amcmotorcycles.com

HEL Performance
Brighton, (07) 3869 3016 
helperformance.com.au

McLeod Accessories 
mcleodaccessories.com.au

Micks Bike & Car tyres
Brendale, (07) 3881 0033, 
mbct.com.au

Link International
linkint.com.au

Moto National
Accessories
motonational.com.au

Pro Accessories
proaccessories.com.au

Quick Lap Performance
quicklapperformance.com.au

Rad Hard Chroming
Rocklea (07) 3277 0412, 
radhardchroming.com.au

Slipstream 
Performance
(07) 5551 0340 
slipstreamperformance.com.au

Speedys Motorcycles
Sumner (07) 3376 1428 
speedysmotorcycles.com.au

Suspension 
Improvements 
Springwood 
(07) 3208 0082

The BM Shop
Stafford 
(07) 3356 6128
bmshop.com.au

Woolich Racing 
woolichracing.com

VIC
Brad the bike boy
(03) 9563 2004
bikeboy.org

Dr Glass 
doctorglass.com.au

Emtek Racing 
emtekracing.com.au

Powerbronze
powerbronze.com.au

Pro-Bolt Australia
probolt-australia.com

ProMecha Suspension 
Springvale 
(03) 9574 1164
promecha.com.au

Race Center
racecenter.com.au

Race Chrono
racechrono.com.au

SpeedCycle
Croydon 1300 773 292
speedcycle.com.au

Suspensions R Us
Factory 2/92 Brunel Rd
Seaford, 3198
(03) 9786 4414 
suspensionsrus.com.au

WA
Clean Ride
Dianella 0411 770 508, 
cleanride.com.au

Ducati Bunbury
Bunbury (08) 9726 4682, 
ducatibunbury.com.au

RatedR
ratedrparts.com.au

Security Gear
securitygear.com.au

SA
Blueprint Engineering
M/C Services
Lonsdale, (08) 8384 4777 
bpemotorcycles.com.au

Superbike Performance
Marion (08) 8377 0028, 
superbikeperformance.com.au

Betta Bikes
Hackham (08) 8384 3550
bettabikes.com

TO HAVE YOUR BUSINESS LISTED HERE, EMAIL CHRIS@MOTOPUB.COM.AU 
WITH THE SUBJECT PERFORMANCE LISTING.

PERFORMANCELISTING
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SUMMER 2015

RACING: 
Classic TT
Barry Sheene 
Festival of Speed
Island Classic
Australian TT
HISTORY:  
Honda V4

A LATIN OBSESSION
PLUS Dennis Neill Tribute – The Racer, The Man

YAMAHA TZ750 SEELEY COMMANDO HONDA 500/4

RRP: AUS $9.95  NZ $11.95 (Inc.GST)

3 4

Australia’s love affair with motorcycle racing and its fearless heroes 
was meant to be. Two things have made it so enticing. The first is the 
inherent love of freedom, speed and adrenalin - that wild feeling of the 
wind whipping your face as you fight to take the machine as fast as it 
can go. The second is the ingrained Australian desire to test ourselves 
against the rest of the world - to be the quickest of all. – $35.00

This is Australia’s first ever classic motorcycle racing magazine and is full 
of race bike tests, racing history and racing people. In this issue we test a 
Yamaha TZ750, Seeley Commando, Ducati TTF1 and a Honda CB500/4. 
Darryl Flack gives an insight into the race history of the Honda V4 engine 
and we look at Dennis Neill the racer and the man. We also go back in 
time with Don Cox who tells us all about Tom Phillis, Honda’s first world 
champ and an Aussie. – $9.95

37+ miles of pure adrenalin...
The ultimate test of man and machine...
The world’s most dangerous racetrack...
A father and son realise a dream...
This is the their story. – $24.95

Welcome to the gypsy world of the Continental Circus private entrants 
- warts and all - with the joys, camaraderie, heartache, laughs and low 
acts. It was a time when rider usually had to be truck driver, mechanic, 
cook and start-money negotiator as well. And management help? You 
wish! In the 1950s, it was considered un-Australian to push your own 
barrow. – $99.00

Many books have been published about Italian motorcycles, but none has 
focused exclusively on the Italian motorcycle-based chopper, bobber, trike, 
and quad custom bike scene – until now. – $39.99

Many books have been published about BMW motorcycles, but no-one 
has focussed solely on the BMW chopper, bobber, trike and quad bike 
custom scene - until now. Although not normally associated with the brand, 
there are some fantastic BMW customs out there, old and new; this book 
showcases them in all their innovative glory. – $39.99

The World’s Leading Grand Prix and Superbike Annual reaches its 38th 
year as the indisputable leader in its field, covering the world of motorcycle 
racing like no other publication. The 18-race MotoGP season is covered 
with its usual meticulous attention to detail as it also includes coverage of 
the Moto2 and Moto3 classes. – $59.99

I was Top Gear’s script editor for 13 years and all 22 series. I basically used 
to check spelling and think of stupid gags about The Stig. I also got to hang 
around with Jeremy Clarkson, Richard Hammond and James May. Then I 
realised that I had quite a few stories to tell from behind the scenes on the 
show. I remembered whose daft idea it was to get a dog. I recalled the willfully 
stupid way in which we decorated our horrible office. I had a sudden flashback 
to the time a Bolivian drug lord threatened to kill us.  I decided I should write 
down some of these stories. So I have. I hope you like them.– $32.99

1. THE RIDERS 

4. DON COX CIRCUS LIFE - SIGNED 

5. ITALIAN CUSTOM MOTORCYCLES  

6. BMW CUSTOM MOTORCYCLES

7. MOTOCOURSE 2013/2014

8. AND ON THAT BOMBSHELL

3. EYES WIDE OPEN - ISLE OF MAN  

2. AUSTRALIAN HISTORIC RACER 
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Through words and images we can relive the most exciting moments of the
year, the 2007 World Champion Casey Stoner and Noriuki Haga and Michel 
Fabrizio in the Superbike championship. This emotional year is presented in 
a collectors edition which symbolises all the prestige of a marque that has 
written and continues to write some of the most exciting chapters in the 
history of world motorcycle racing. – $59.99

The decade between 2004 and 2014 was one of the most dramatic eras in
the century-old history of the Isle of Man Tourist Trophy, which began with 
the races in decline, and many observers fearing that they would soon be 
killed off by a combination of rising costs, political correctness and logistical 
practicalities. But, just a few years later, the triumphant 2007 celebration 
of the races’ centenary launched the TT into a whole new era of public and 
commercial success. – $27.99

Kog and his son James set off to ride around Australia in 40 days in search
of the meaning of life or at least some answers to the big questions of life... 
well ok... to just have fun. 17,750kms in 40 days. – $70.00

What’s old is new again, and the newest trend on the block is Cafe’ Racers. Find out
how to choose the right bike, not any bike will do, then modify and convert. From 
shocks and tyres to engine modifications this publications will take you through step 
by step for the best result. Including a gallery of finished bikes, not just Triumphs or 
Nortons, but nearly every brand imaginable from Japan, Italy, the UK and Germany. 
The final chapters include two, start-to-finish Cafe’ builds. – $42.95

Motocourse contains full reports and complete results on all MotoGP races. It
also has a comprehensive review of the World Superbike series, which features 
reports and results on every round.  The book also features Isle of Man TT, 
British Superbike Championship, and the AMA series. – $54.95

For the first time in a feature length film, Dream Racer shows the legendary
Dakar Rally in its purest form – no sponsors, no multi-million dollar team, not 
even a mechanic – just one rider, a motorbike, a film maker and the world’s 
most dangerous motor race. Far more than just a motorbike movie, Dream Racer 
is a call to arms for anyone who has ever dreamt of doing anything – a spine 
tingling antidote to the fear of life passing you by unfulfilled. – $24.95

As you travel Africa, you will find the way of ubuntu – the universal bond that
connects all of humanity as one.’ At the age of twenty-eight, while sitting in a 
friend’s backyard in the remote mining township of Jabiru, Heather Ellis has a light-
bulb moment: she is going to ride a motorcycle across Africa. – $29.99

9. 2010 DUCATI MOTOGP & SUPERBIKE 

11. ROUND OZ RIDE  

13. MOTOCOURSE 2010/2011 

14. DREAMRACER  

15. UBUNTU 

12. HOW TO: BUILD A CAFE RACER  

10. TT TALKING- THE TT’S MOST EXCITING ERA  

To Order Call 
02 4956 9820 
Shop online 

at www.
motobooks.

com.au
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Customising 

SHEEPSKIN SEAT COVER
for over 20 years

LUXURY COMFORT  & PROTECTION
FOR YOU AND YOUR SEAT

Mail Order Delivery

TYRES • SERVICING • PERFORMANCE WORK • SMASH REPAIRS

4/465-467 The Entrance Rd,
Long Jetty NSW 2261

Phone: (02) 4333 9884

REAREND
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PLAY WITH CONTROL .
New Pirelli Diablo Rosso III. Are you ready for the next level? Unprecedented handling derived 
from World Superbike Championship racing experience. Bi-Compound rear tyre with wide side strips. 
Endless excitement at every turn, and the highest level of handling also in the most severe weather 
conditions. New Pirelli Diablo Rosso III: transforms even the most difficult road into pure riding fun.

FOLLOW PIRELLI MOTO AUS:


