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New tech with the power to dent the universe

P R E S E N T S…

GameChanger

AUDI E-TRON SPORTBACK  
Audi is planning to supercharge the electric vehicle side of its business in the next couple of years. The car you see before 

you – the Audi e-tron Sportback – is a working concept revealed at this year’s Shanghai Motor Show, and promises big 
things for the marque; think Model S-beater and you’re on the right track.

This sporty, all-electric four-door will be launched in 2019, and the big deal here is the engine. Well, the motor. Well, the three 
motors. Yes, the Sportback will feature one at the front and two at the rear, and with a total power output of 496BHP and 590ft lb 
of torque, you’d think Tesla would be worried, but performance figures of 0-99kmph in 4.5 seconds and a top speed of 210kmph 
are actually snail-like compared to the Model S P100D’s supercar-like 2.5 second sprint. Trump card stats aside, the Sportback has 

some serious aces up its sleeve. The most major is the wing mirrors - gone is the mirror, and in its place rests a camera. With a 
screen in each door, you can clearly see what’s happening either side of you, without the Dumbo effect of regular mirrors. The 

Sportback will also feature wireless charging, electroluminescent paint to light up the interior, and the passenger will get his or her 
own touch screen to play with. 

Price `TBA Available 2019 URL audi.in



Do you have a tech wishlist?

Well, not to worry even if you don’t, 
because we’ve got it covered! Right from 
4K TVs to camera to home-cinema 
projectors, tablets among so much more, 
and it’s all bifurcated to suit 
different price points (from pg 44). 

Last month we got our hands on the 
world’s most expensive headphone from 
Sennheiser and trust us, it was a treat. 
Moving from aural to visual, Samsung’s 
latest flagship QLED TV also made its 
way to the Indian market.

As for our monthly set of reviews, we 
take a thorough look at Samsung’s latest 
flagship duo on pg 70 and Apple’s latest 
iPad on pg 74. 

Drones also get some love in our 
special Man vs Tech feature.

Editor’s letter
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030   GADGET GURU 
Come for the advice, stay  
for the insane imagery our 
tech sage doles out even  
more helpful knowledge  
than usual. 

052   MAN VS TECH 
Think drones are just for 
fun? Try one that goes at 
90mph… Chris Barnes finds 
out what it takes to be a star 
in professional drone racing.

 

058   STATE OF THE ART  
Samsung Galaxy S8, LG 
G6 and the Huawei P10 
2017’s handset goliaths 
duke it out for ultimate 
superphone status. Who 
will be victorious? Turn to 
this issue’s giant group test 
and find out.

044

058 030

ULTIMATE TECH 
WISHLIST
T3‘S TOP  
GADGET  
PICKS WHATEVER 
YOUR BUDGET
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INTRODUCING THE BEST  
BUYER’S GUIDE KNOWN TO MAN

From phones to tablets, 
and camera to cars, our 
selection of the very best 
tells you what to buy

Essentials
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 
T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying guide 
you’ll ever encounter. To create it, we’ve 
ruthlessly filtered all the categories that 
count, to bring you rock-solid 
recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of elite gear 
for each of the categories listed below.

Inside
090  Bikes (600-1000cc)

090  Cars (Hatchback)

091  Cars (Sedans) 

091  Cars (Luxury) 

092  Cameras (Mirrorless)

092  Cameras (DSLR)

093  Smartphones 

093  Tablets

094  Televisions

094  Laptops

095  Fitness trackers

095  Smartwatches

096  Home Audio

096  Headphones 

097  Wireless Speakers

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online  
at www.t3india.com

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS

p092

p094

p093

085

012
PREVIEW 

This month we’ve got more tech 
than you can shake a connected 
stick at (no we’re not sure what 
that is either), including Oppo 

F3, Samsung QLED TVs and 
more. 

 

026 
WE CAN  

BUILD YOU... 
How to turn your iPhone 7 into 
a pro-shooter, with this mobile 

camera kit.
 

036 
TALKING TECH 

Lav-talking expert Duncan 
Bell gets to talk toilet tech this 
month. It’s urinal you’ll ever 

need to know.

070 
GALAXY S8/S8+ 

We delve deep with the Galaxy 
S8 and S8+. Are they worth it? 

 
 074

APPLE IPAD
The 5th-gen iPad is here, but 

with few changes, is it still our 
top tablet pick?

 
 078

AMAZON FIRE TV 
STICK 

Fire TV Stick can stream 
Amazon Prime Videos and a lot 

more on the big screen 
 
 082 

APPS 
Best apps and games, 
recommended by our  

in-house expert! 

084 
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It’s Dell vs Apple this time as 
XPS 13 and Macbook Pro fight 

against each other 
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That’s a bit much for a laptop, isn’t it?
This isn’t any old laptop, mate. The 
Porsche Design Book One pulls 
double duty, offering you the power 
of a high-performance laptop with 
the convenience of a detachable, 
lightweight tablet complete with 13.3 
inch, multi-touch QHD+ IPS display.

Double bubble! I like the swish 
design, too.
Aye. The Book One’s clean lines, 
brushed aluminium surfaces and 
polished edges are reminiscent of 
Porsche’s top-end motors, while its 
funky stainless steel VarioGear hinge 
was directly inspired by a sports-car 
gearbox and delivers almost limitless 
angle options.

What’s lurking under the bonnet, 
then?
Whether you’re gaming, streaming  
or working, the Intel 7th Gen Core i7 
processor, 512GB SSD and 16GB of 
RAM take care of business. 

Porsche Design Book One
approx. ̀ 1,96,390, porsche-design.com

Concerned about pow
as two lithium-polyme   
can withstand up to 14  
abuse and fully recharg
than two hours. There e o
ample connections for y
accessories, including  
Type-C 3.1 and Intel Th d b l
ports, as  
well as a pair of USB-A p

Security’s important to   
can it do in this area?
If you’re security-consc
infrared camera and W o e o 
mean you can log into  
area using facial recog  

Awesome. When can I g ?
The Porsche Design Bo  
available for pre-order .
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er? No need, 
r batteries 
 hours of 
ge in less 
are also
your
single USB

hunderbolt

A 3.0 ports.

o me. What 

cious, a 5MP
Windows Hello

your private
nition tech.

get one?
ook One is
r now.

BEND OVER BACKWARDS
The Book One’s screen can be rotated up 
to 360 degrees thanks to the gearbox-
inspired hinge design, making it easy 
to switch between a standard laptop  
and an ultra-portable tablet



 Hype
PORSCHE DESIGN BOOK ONE

This is a high-end 
convertible – a 
perfect fit for  
the brand

W W W.T3INDIA.COM JUNE 2017  T3 Tomorrow’s Technology Today 13

Porsche’s design ethos is well and truly present  
in this brushed aluminium wonder-machine

Keep an eye on the screen and use the Book One’s 
camera combination to log in using Windows Hello

Th
c
p
t

THE PERSONAL TOUCH
Load Windows Ink and you 
can scribble and draw on the 
13.3-inch screen. There’s 
even a magnetic stylus 
holder integrated into the 
Book One’s body. Ready, 
steady, doodle!

Vital stats
5MP
The resolution of  
the front-facing 
infrared camera

13.3 
The size, in inches, 
of the detachable 
QHD+ display

512GB
The capacity of  

the on-board SSD 
hard drive

1,580g
The Book One’s 

weight, or 758g for 
the tablet on its own



PREVIEW

TAG Heuer  
Connected Modular 45
approx. ̀ 1,59,900, tagheuer.com

TAG Heuer? Will I need to remortgage  
my house?
Not quite, but you know TA h d  
come cheap – this ain’t no 
Modular 45, running Andro d h
second generation of TAG
an improvement on the or l ld l y
better (the rear casing is m
plastic), there’s extended b y  
hours per charge), and a p y  

Modular? I thought that wa g .
Perhaps, but it works here
watch’s main design aesth ly y h  
on the Modular 45 can be 
on your mood (and bank b l y  
choose and change the str g  
material and bezel colour. G ec o e e
over 4,000 options availab  
customisation service, The ,
options including standard   
all the way up to diamond-

It looks nice, sure, but is it f ?
Oh, you’re one of those… O
45 is powered by an Intel A  
Z34XX, has 512GB of main y
storage, and is compatible
and iOS 9+. There’s eight o b d
including accelerometer, gy  
NFC, to track your activity d k y  
connected, and the watch   
to 50 metres. 

Nice. Will it track my heart h
running?
There’s no HR sensor here,  and 
data will look sublime on that stunni g  
display as you’re powering

So when is this available to y
The TAG Heuer Connected  
45 is available to buy now.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Vital stats
1.39-inch
The size of the AMOLED 
screen with 400 x 400 
pixel resolution

5ATM
The new TAG is  
water resistant to  
50 metres

Eight
The number of on board 

sensors, including  
GPS and NFC

25
The maximum hours of 

battery life (based on 
normal usage)

w TAG is loaded 
with nsors to track 
y ovements, help 

p for goods and 
f d r way when out 

e p (sadly there’s 
r for runners). 

p notifications 
a d nders are easy 

the always-on 
display, too

The Connected  
M ular 45 is the 
s ond generation 

of TAG Heuer’s 
s atch, a Swiss-

m d t epiece with an 
i angeable Haute 
H g rie mechanical 

Google Android 
W 0 and an Intel 

Atom Processor

AG watches don’t
Martian Notifier! The 
oid Wear 2.0, is the 

G’s smartwatch and it’s
riginal. Build quality is 
made from steel, not
battery life (up to 25

playful modular design.

as a passing fad...
e. In fact, it’s the 
hetic. Nearly everything
changed, depending

balance) – you can
rap, lugs, buckle, case
TAG reckons there’s 
ble via its online
e Watch Selector, with 
d titanium cases, 
-encrusted bezels.

powerful?
OK, well the Modular
Atom Processor 
n memory and 4GB 
e with Android 4.3+ 
on board sensors, 
gyroscope, GPS and
y and keep you

is water-resistant

t rate when I’m

e, but notifications and s and 
hat stunninghat stunning AMOLEDED

g along in the sunshhine..

o buy?
d Modular 

w.

The new
withwith se
your m
you pay 

find you
exploring

no HR sensor
Smartphone 
and remi

to read on 

Mod
seco

smartw
made tim
intercha
Horloger
module, 
Wear 2.

A
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 B&O Play Beolit 17
approx. ̀ 36,818, beoplay.

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

Haven’t I seen this speaker 
somewhere before?
It’s possible, old timer. The 
Beolit series first launched 
78 years ago, but has been 
brought bang up to date 
with the Bluetooth Beolit 17 
connected speaker. Premium 
features, including a pearl-
blasted aluminium grill, 
premium grain leather 
handle and a non-slip tray 
for your smartphone, are the 
brainchild of award-winning 
Danish designer Cecilie 
Ma .

It sure looks good, but how 
does it sound?
The new design has freed  
up room for 240 watts of 
eardrum-fondling power 
inside the speaker, delivering 
B&O’s famously luxurious 
sound but with added 
muscle. Wireless stereo 
pairing enables you to 
connect two Beolit 17s, if  
the mood takes you.

Rad! Where does the tech  
come in?
The Beolit’s one-touch 

connect button can be 
tailored to your needs via the 
Beoplay app. Early start? Set 
an alarm within the app and 
use the connect button to 
snooze. Want to hear the last 
song you played on Spotify, 
or toggle between tone 
presets? The power is yours 
at the touch of a button.

So I can tweak the sound, 
too?
Absolutely. The Beoplay 
app’s ToneTouch function 
makes it easy for audiophiles 

to personalise the Beolit’s 
sound to suit the space you’re 
in and the music you’re 
playing. Found a banging 
sound for your workout 
playlists? Save it as a preset 
for whenever you train.

Yes! I want one.
Well, it’s not yet on sale in 
India but we expect it to 
release it soon.

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10
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Da
Manz. The Beolit’s one-touch

The Beolit’s one-touch 
connect button can be 
tailored to control 

an alarm, select tone 
presets, navigate tracks 

and to toggle instant 
Spotify playback

Whether at home or on 
the go, the portable 
Beolit 17 can blast 
a full day’s worth of 
music, podcasts and 
more before it needs 
juicing up

Vital stats
Two
The colours 
available: stone  
grey and natural 

2.58kg
The weight of the 
(9.05 x 7.4 x 
5.3-inch) Beolit 17

240
The Bluetooth  

Beolit 17’s power 
output in watts

24 
The maximum hours  
of playback on a 

full charge
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Sennheiser HE 1
`45,00,000, www.sennheiser.com

Please tell me you’ve made a mistake by adding  
a couple of zeroes in the price.
Hey! We’ll have you know that we read each and every 
word before going to print! And to clear your doubt, no it’s 
not a typo. The HE 1 is the successor of Orpheus that 
Sennheiser released back in 1991. Yes, it is really priced at 
45 lakh rupees!

OMG! I literally have no words.
That’s a first. But you’re paying for the finest of everything. 
To be more specific, it’s the choice of luxurious materials 
coupled with sound engineering and quality craftsmanship 
that makes this headphone so special. For instance, its 
amplifier is housed in a glass and a solid block of Carrara 
marble. That’s right — marble. Apparently, it’s the same 
one that Michelangelo used, but from HE 1’s perspective, it 
also prevents structure-borne noise. The control dials are 
also crafted from a single piece of brass before the chrome 
plating treatment. 

It must be something to experience this.
Indeed, it is and is nothing short of awe. The showmanship 
starts even before you start listening on the HE 1. The 
system has all the components retracted and a gentle push 

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

Vital stats
0.01 per cent 
Lowest distortion  
at 100dB

4 
Channels used parallely 
for each stereo side

6,000
The individual parts 

used in HE 1

8Hz-100kHz 
Unmatched frequency 

range

Quite a sight to 
see these tubes 
come to life

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

to the power button brings the HE 1 to life. The control 
buttons slowly extend from the marble housing, the 
vacuum tubes enclosed in quartz glass bulbs rise from the 
base  
and start to glow and finally, a glass cover is raised, 
allowing the user to take out the headphones.

The electrostatic headphones have built-in high-voltage 
amplifiers and use gold-vaporised ceramic transducers for 
improved acoustic performance and feature 99.9 per cent 
silver-plated copper cables so that there is no loss in audio 
quality. Moreover, eight internal ESS DACs help to convert 
to analogue signals. 

This may seem futile to ask, but just from a general 
knowledge perspective, how can one purchase it?
As if it would be available just about anywhere.  
It is made to order and Sennheiser gives few customisation 
options for the buyer to choose from, like the colour of the 
marble, dials, etc. 
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iBall Slide Brace-X1 4G 
`17,498, www.iball.co.in

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

What do we have here?   
This here is the 4G-enabled successor to the Slide Brace 
X1, with VoLTE support. The Silver finishing has also been 
shunted out in favour of Gold.     

So, old isn’t gold in this case. Anyhow, what’s under the 
hood?  
Under the 10.1” HD display is a 1.3GHz MediaTek octa-core 
processor, Mali T720 graphics unit, 2GB RAM and 16GB 
storage expandable up to 64GB via microSD. However, 
there is only one SIM slot.
 
I can see a kickstand there. How flexible is it?
It offers three ways to use the tablet. You can set it 
vertically, horizontally or even keep it slightly elevated 
from the ground like a keyboard. 
 
Won’t the charging cable come in the middle though? 
Nope. iBall had the foresight of designing it in such a way 
that it’s located unobtrusively on the side along with a 
USB port that supports OTG. 
 
What if I need to take a quick snap?  
The 8MP rear camera with LED flash should suffice for 
basic shots. The camera app features all the usual 
suspects including, but not limited to, Panorama, Face 
Beauty, Contiunous Shot, Face Detection, Zero Shutter 
Delay and more.  
 
Fair enough. Sound quality is always a let-down in tablets 
though. 
The dual-chambered speakers located on either side of 
the kickstand hinge should hopefully meet expectations 
when listening to FM or songs on the music player.  

How does the Brace fare on the app front? 
It comes pre-loaded with a diverse mix of productivity 
apps like MS Office stub and premium Gameloft games 
like Modern Combat 4, Midnight Pool etc.
 
Does it have any India-specific feature?
Glad you asked! There is regional-system language 
support for nine languages and read/write support for 21. 
So diving into system settings won’t turn into a heart-
stopping adventure.

The FM app can also record 
any on-air audio for later 
playback

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

Vital stats
5MP  
Resolution of the  
front camera  
 
7800mAh  
Capacity of the  
non-removable battery  

149  
Pixels per inch of 

the IPS display  

800g   
Weight of  

the tablet   



www.qnap.com/en-in/

QNAP Systems Inc., (INDIA)   |   indiasales@qnap.com
Challam Towers, New No. 113, Dr. Radha Krishan Salai Road, 

Myalpore, Chennai - 600 004 Tamil Nadu
Copyright © 2017 QNAP Systems, Inc. All rights reserved.

USB 3.0 QuickAccess port for 
direct file access

USB QuickAccess/NAS/iSCSI 
SAN triple solution

HDMI output & 4K video 
playback

Centralized Storage, Backup 
& Sharing

TS-451A

QNAP TS-451A is powerful and handy storage solution 
powered by an Intel® Celeron® N3060 dual-core 1.6GHz 
processor and features an innovative USB 3.0 QuickAccess port, 
4K video playback and transcoding, the TS-451A is perfect for 
photographers and audiovisual enthusiasts looking for backup, 
synchronization, remote access, and entertainment solutions.

QNAP TS 4451A i f l d h d l i

High-performance dual core NAS featuring an innovative USB 3.0 QuickAccess port

3-in-1 Storage Solution

QNAP TS-451A
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Samsung QLED TV
from ̀ 3,14,990, www.samsung.com/in

First of all, what is QLED? 
QLED is Quantum Dot colour technology used by Samsung, 
although the underlying panels are LED-backlit. 
 
Okay but you’ll have to explain Quantum Dots to me.
Quantum Dots are nanoparticles that can emit or modify light 
at varying frequencies, thereby producing more accurate 
colour from a wider gamut compare to normal white LEDs.  
 
That’s great and all, but contrast has always been a weak point 
of OLEDs.  
True that, but these QLEDs have been treated with a low-
reflectivity finish which absorbs light. This, combined with the 
capability to produce a peak luminance range of 1,500–
2,000cd/m2 should, at least on paper, solve this issue.    

What other advantages does QLED have over OLED?
You’ll be happy to know that these are the world’s first TVs to 
offer 100 per cent colour volume instead to the usual 68 per 
cent. As a bonus, QLED does not suffer from screen burn-in 
and has a longer life when compared to OLED.
 
Now that the boring stuff is out of the way, let’s talk about  
the design.  
But that was the most interesting part! Anyway, the TV 

The bezel-less design 
contributes to the sleek 
look
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Vital stats
4K  
Supports UHD resolution   

One  
Invisible cable to 
connect all devices

Smart TV  
It runs on Tizen OS  

 
Four  

HDMI ports on the One 
Connect Box  

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

mounts flush against the wall for the flat model and has a 
wide enough viewing angle to accommodate a lot of people. 
This means no more fighting for the middle seat as the 
colours don’t wash out even from the corners which is a huge 
issue with yellow and green.  

Wonderful! But what about – I’m afraid to even ask – cable 
management?
A lot of positive words! You won’t have to go to great lengths 
to hide ugly wiring as there is only one very thin and 
transparent wire, which connects to the One Connect Box.

Connect what box now?
Since there are no ports on the TV, all of them have been 
shifted to this  One Connect Box, for connecting peripherals 
like a gaming console, Bluray player, soundbar etc. They are 
all automatically detected and can be controlled by the 
remote, which even has voice control! 

How many models can one choose from?
The Q7 and Q8 are available in curved 55 inches,65 inches 
and 75 inches sizes. The Q7F can be had in 55-inch and 
65-inch flat panels.
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Xiaomi Redmi 4
from ̀ 6,999, www.mi.com/in

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

Looks like a shrunk down Redmi Note 4. 
Yeah and it appears to be a conscious move from Xiaomi to 
use similar design language. The more curved edges and 
metal finish should also theoretically provide a better grip.

What all has changed in comparison to the previous Redmi 
3S? 
Certain design changes, a pronounced antenna, the use of a 
2.5D curved glass on the display and shifting the speaker 
grilles to the bottom even though only one houses a speaker.   

Ah, so they are after some design symmetry. What has 
changed in the hardware?  
Not much other than using a 1.4GHz octa-core QualComm 
Snapdragon 435 processor which is a very minor upgrade 
over the 430 powering the Redmi 3S. The rear camera has 
also been tweaked for quicker autofocus. 

What a shame. I was thinking of upgrading.   
True but the Redmi 4 is positioned more as a backup device 
especially since it can last upto 2 days with regular usage.

Is it still running on MIUI 8 based on Android Marshmallow?
Sadly correct but the Nougat preview build is available for 
those who feel a bit adventurous. Xiaomi is still collecting 
feedback on it and removing bugs before releasing it into the 
wild. 
 
How many variants are available?
There are 3, starting at a price of `6,999 for 2GB RAM+16GB 
storage, `8,999 for 3GB RAM+32GB storage and `10,999 for 
4GB RAM+64GB storage. We’d recommend everyone opting 
for the 3GB and above models for a smoother performance.

Atleast it’s now being sold in Black.  
Even better that it’s Matte Black unlike the fingerprint magnet 
that is glossy material. Gold is still available though 
 
But then I’m never able to snag one because of flash sales.
On this front atleast the newly opened Mi Home store in 
Bengaluru will help some. You can go there to buy a device 
that instant and if it’s out of stock then they’ll issue you an 
F-code on the spot for ordering from the Mi.com website.

Huh? Mi Home? 
The offline model of the Mi.com website where you can check 
out all the current product range that Xiaomi has released in 
India.

With Second 
Space you can 
create a separate 
profile unlocked 
by a different 
fingerprint

Vital stats
13MP  
Resolution of the  
rear camera  

4100mAh  
Capacity of the non-
removable battery  

5”  
Size of the HD 

display 

150g  
Weight of the  

Redmi 4  
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Turn your smartphone into a photography 
powerhouse with this mobile camera kit

 01DJI OSMO MOBILE SILVER
Shaky pics and videos are the 

scourge of phone photographers, 

but thanks to the smooth three-

axis gimbal of DJI’s Osmo Mobile 

you can add cinematic sheen to 

every moment. Download DJI’s Go 

app to shoot slick time-lapses, or 

lock onto your subject with 

precision courtesy of ActiveTrack 

technology. 

`26,158, dji.com

 02OLLOCLIP ACTIVE  
LENS SET

Streamline your kit with this 

compact, dual-lens smartphone 

accessory. The telephoto 

attachment delivers 2x optical 

zoom, while an ultra-wide 155º 

action cam-style lens is perfect for 

capturing every last detail. The 

mount allows you to position either 

lens over your smartphone’s front 

or rear cameras to capture 

pro-quality selfies, panoramas and 

videos.

`9,839, olloclip.com

 03PRYNT CASE
Rather than sending your 

photos into the social media abyss, 

why not go old-school and print 

them off? Slot your smartphone 

into the rechargeable Prynt printer 

case, then take or choose your 

photo. With the Prynt app you can 

add filters, text and frames to your 

images, before printing them out on 

Zink Sticker Paper. Zink ink-free 

tech will keep your printed images 

vibrant and smudge-free, too.

`10,659, prynt.co 

 04PICTURE KEEPER 
CONNECT

We’ve all been there… you try 

taking a smartphone snap, only to 

discover that your storage is full. If 

you know you’ll be hammering your 

phone’s camera and filling it up with 

photos of blissful mountain vistas 

(or your cat), use the Picture Keeper 

Connect, a photo backup kit made 

for smartphone users. Download 

the Picture Keeper Connect app, 

then plug in the 64GB device to 

transfer photos, videos and even 

contacts on the go.

`8,199, picturekeeper.com

 05JOBY GRIPTIGHT XL GORILLAPOD
Adventurous photographers can 

position their smartphone 

practically anywhere with this 

flexible friend. Slip your smartphone 

into the GripTight XL’s adjustable 

body and stand it on any surface, 

however uneven. Want to try more 

exotic shooting angles? The steel 

sprung legs can be wrapped 

around most objects. When you’re 

done, it neatly folds down for 

storage.

`2,195, amazon.in

 06    DUBLEUP If your phone is your main 

camera, you’ll need to keep your 

device juiced up – and that can be 

difficult if you’re travelling. At just 

40g, Dubleup’s credit card-sized 

rechargeable lithium power bank 

(with built-in Lightning cable) is so 

small and lightweight you can stick 

it in your wallet or purse.

`3,854, dubleup.com

 A PRO iPHONE 
PHOTO SETUP

CINEMA PARADISO
The DJI Osmo 
Mobile holds your 
smartphone in a 
number of ways (for 
example, Portrait 
and Flashlight), 
giving you complete 
freedom to experiment 
with creative video 
capture. Use it with 
the DJI Go app to 
edit your videos and 
photos on the fly

01
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You never need to 
worry about blurry 
pictures or running 
out of storage again

 Hype
WE CAN BUILD YOU…

REMOTE ACCESS
Picture Keeper Connect 
is ideal if you need 
to back-up your 
pictures and videos 
in the wilderness. 
Images and videos are 
transferred to the 
drive without the need 
for Wi-Fi or a mobile 
data connection

04

SILENT MOVIES
Each time you take 
a photo the Prynt 

app records a short 
video (like a digital 
memory) linked to the 
photo and stores it 
in the cloud. Your 
friends can then 

use the Prynt app to 
view your photos and 
reveal the quick-fire 

videos behind them

03

GET A GRIP
The GripTight 
XL’s rubberised 
foot grips 
will keep 
your smartphone 
locked safely in 
place, whether 
you’re eyeing 
up a precarious 
nature shot 
or lifelogging 
yourself out 
drinking at some 
exotic taverna

05

STANDING STILL
As well as improving the scope of your smartphone 
photography, the Olloclip lens set also includes 
a wearable pendant stand that opens up, creating 
a handy tripod to keep your device still as you 
shoot. You’ll never take a blurry picture again

02

JUICE BOOST
While the 

Dubleup’s 1,280mAh 
lithium battery 
won’t keep your 
iPhone 7 going 

forever, it will 
dish out plenty 
of power to keep 

it topped up 
throughout the day

06



Magazine Advertising  



THE POWER OF 
MAGAZINES!

1. No need to switch ‘on’.
2. Not dependent on electricity or 

batteries.

3. A purchase of a magazine costing 

100 to 150 indicates a commitment, a 

positive desire to read it from cover to 

cover.

4. Production values of magazines 

are about the best you can get in print. 

Higher quality images, reproduced with 

full colour and gloss, allow a clearer 

picture of the product or representation 

of the service.

5. The shelf life of most magazines is 

a month and not just a few minutes in the 

morning.

6. Magazines are read when you are at 

leisure.  Therefore, a lot more is ingested 

and imbibed.  With magazines, therefore, 

advertising works and makes an impression.

7. For special interests, magazines 

are the best source. With competent 

writers and researched articles, 

magazine content has far more credibility 

than any other source.  Magazines are 

more engaging.

8. Special interest magazines are read 

by avid enthusiasts; they are opinion 

makers who create a ripple effect by 

influencing others.

9. Most magazines offer their 

content to the reader in a medium 

of their choice, whether paper 

or digital.

10. Magazines can be shared 

Consequently, more persons can read 

a single magazine. 

11. Globally, 7.3% of the total 
advertising spend is spent on 

magazines.  In India, the magazine 

revolution started only after 2005 and the 

share is 2%.

12. Targeting with precision and 

without wastage is a key strength 

of magazines. 

 actually works!
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

IL
L

U
S

T
R

A
T

IO
N

S
: S

A
M

 T
A

Y
L

O
R

Guru has a hunch (ha!) that 
you’re not a professional 
volleyball player or one of 
those flipping parkourists, 

and that you spend much of your 
time as GaGu does: sat at a desk. This 
is just about the worst thing you can 
do for your poor skeleton beyond 
tearing it out and playing its ribs like a 
xylophone, and yet we all do it.
Solution one, then: change your 
gear. Get a standing desk, or try 
the cardboard Ergodriven Spark or 
something more substantial like the 
StarTech Standing Desk Converter 
– these can turn any old surface into 
something you can stand at. 
If you’re going to sit, park your rear 

on something that encourages that 
good sittin’, rather than a dodgy 
office chair you found in a skip. That 
one’s a rare freebie from Guru’s 
long-suffering osteopath, by the way. 
Look to the gaming world for the 
best seats; bucket chairs from the 
likes of AK Racing will encourage you 
to sit properly rather than slumping 
forward. Once you’re properly 
nestled, make sure you stay that 
way with the Darma smart cushion , 

which cusses you out via a Bluetooth-
connected app when it detects 
you flopping about like a moody 
teenager. Since posture is, in most 
cases, a muscular thing, long-term 
improvement comes from moving 
around in the right way. Ensuring you 
stay straight when erect is a slightly 
trickier gadget task, though. You 
could try the Lumo Lift, a clip-on 
activity tracker that keeps tabs on 
the angle of your upper body and 
discreetly nudges you when it notices 
you collapsing in on yourself. Lumo’s 
Run goes a few steps further, clipping 
to your waistband and aligning with 
your lower spine so you can pull off 
perfect posture while you jog. If you 
fancy something more conspicuous, 
the Alex N5 dangles from your ears 
and rests on your neck, storing up 
to four weeks of slouching data in 
internal memory.

Guru, can gadgets sort 
my poor posture?

ADHIN M.

A ABOVE Realign 
your spine with 
the right chair 
and desk choices

PARK YOUR REAR ON SOMETHING 
WHICH ENCOURAGES GOOD SITTIN’, 
RATHER THAN A DODGY CHAIR YOU 
FOUND IN A SKIP 

T3’S NUTTY PROFESSOR OF TECH IS THE MAN TO 
STRAIGHTEN YOU OUT
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YOUR QUESTIONS ANSWERED

CROWD-FUNDED

PLEN CUBE

WHAT IS IT? 
It’s a creepy little robot guy – Guru’s 
favourite kind of gadget!

WHAT DOES IT DO?
Plen’s creators dub it a ‘palm-sized 
portable personal assistant’, and 
they’ve given about as many functions 
as they have words beginning with p 
– it’ll take photographs (there’s 
another one) and video, control home 
automation kit, accept voice and 
gesture controls, show you social 
media and weather feeds, and cook a 
mean bolognese if you’re peckish. 

NO IT WON’T…
Okay, maybe it’s not a dab hand 
in the kitchen, but the Plen Cube 
certainly has a number of strings  
to its bow. Perhaps the coolest of 
these involves its fully automatic neck, 
which isn’t just there to make it look 
cute/disturbing – take it out with you, 
switch on motion tracking, and it’ll 
take video and follow you around 
automatically, or spin a full 360 
degrees to take panoramic shots.

DO YOU SEE ANY FLAWS? 
A lot of this is going to depend on 
software, and GaGu has no idea if it’s 
going to be able to pull off all of the 
claimed functions, for there are many 
of them. The Plen Cube is being 
(partially) sold as an action camera, 
and while it’s certainly palm sized it’s 
enormous compared to the likes of a 
GoPro. Guru also has mild suspicions 
about just about all the tech inside – 
for $349 (`22,960), it wouldn’t be 
unreasonable to expect better than a 
320x240 screen and a ‘full HD’ 
(presumably 1920x1080) camera. 

WHAT’S THE OUTLOOK?
The project was fully funded when 
Guru caught it, and the creators have 
positive Kickstarter form via the Plen 2 
bipedal robot, so there’s no reason for 
this not to begin unsettling people in 
their homes very soon.

SWITCH ON YOUR PHONE’S 
BATTERY SAVER OR LOW POWER 
MODE, WHICH WILL SCALE BACK 
THE EFFORT IT’S PUTTING IN

Aside from smearing 
some of Grandma Guru’s 
home-made bitterant on 
your fingers – she calls it 

jam, but we all know the truth – Guru 
can’t stop you munching on your 
fingers. But an investment in pricey 
high-tech nail clippers might just fill 
you with enough buyer’s remorse to 
do the trick. Shell out on the Khlip 
(khlip.com) – it collects your nail 
clippings, and moves the point of 
pressure to directly above your nail 
for the perfect cut. It’s so impeccably 
designed that house guests will want 
a go on your nail clippers. Which 
would be weird.

Ear buds or 
cans, Guru?

Help! My phone 
is getting hot  

Can you help 
me stop biting 
my nails?

That’s a very personal 
question, and the answer 
is always going to hinge on 
individual tastes. If it was 

GaGu making the choice, it’d be the 
inconspicuous solitude of ear buds 
every time. Except for those times when 
closed back cans are more appropriate, 
like when Guru wants the world to know 
that he’s not listening, or open back 
cans for when Guru wants the world 
to think he’s not listening. But Guru is 
always listening. Remember that.

There’s not really a happy medium. 
The wireless Muzik One headset does 
switch quickly between over-ear and 
on-ear configurations, which doesn’t 
quite hit the mark. Rockjaw Audio has 
engineered a headset which can flip 
between open- and closed-back, but 
Guru hasn’t seen hide nor hare of the 
`20,500 Sentio since its Kickstarter 
ended just over a year ago. Perhaps 
try some quality in-ear monitors like 
the wonderful ADV.Sound Model 3 
with an optional set of rad-looking ear 
defenders on top? People will look at 
you funny, mind.

Phones heat up when you play 
games, or more specifically when 
the processor gets taxed. Apologies 
for the cliché, but have you tried 
turning it off then on again? That may 
clear out any software that’s gone 
rogue and is secretly running in the 
background. Try switching on your 
phone’s battery saver or low power 
mode, which will scale back the effort 
it’s putting in.

If you’re absolutely sure the 
phone isn’t overreaching – there 
are tons of Android task managers 
that’ll help you sniff out processor 
hogs – then it could be the battery. 
If that is the case, bad times: switch 
that puppy off and get yourself a new 
phone before your trousers catch fire, 
because there’s no coming back from 
a bad battery.

NIKITA SINGH

SANTOSH RANA

JOSHUA D’COSTA
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1. WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT INDIA AS A 
SMARTPHONE MARKET AND WHAT KIND OF 
MARKET-SHARE GAIN ARE YOU AIMING 
FOR?
Smartphone penetration is increasing as feature 
phones are a declining trend. The primary reason 
is the desire among customers to use a better 
camera, enjoy easy connectivity and browse the 
internet. The smartphone market will be growing 
for another five years so there is an organic 
connect for Panasonic to be aggressive into this 
space. We were really good in the distribution 
channel last year though our market share was 
somewhere between 2.5-3 per cent but this year 
we plan to have around 5 per cent market share 
in both online and offline space. If everything 
goes well, by the end of this year we are 
targeting 5 per cent. Even if we fall short I see a 
clear possibility of 3-4 per cent. 

2. A LOT OF ANDROID PHONE 
MANUFACTURERS CONCENTRATE MORE ON 
THE HARDWARE OF THE MOBILE PHONES 
AND NOT ON THE SOFTWARE. DO YOU 
THINK PANASONIC IS DIFFERENT AND IF 
YES, HOW?
We’re positioning our devices as intelligent 
phones featuring unique software. We’ll be using 
new technologies in our phones like IoT AI. If you 
look at the current market scenario, most of the 
devices share the same looks and hardware. But 
Panasonic as a brand is focused in providing 
smart solutions to the users through intelligent 
technologies like ARBO. 

3. WHAT IS ARBO?
ARBO is a software for Android phones that 
enhances your life by utilising AI and adopts a 
new user interface. Right from the time you wake 
up till the time you retire to bed, ARBO is with 
you all the time recommending things that you 
need to do, calls you need to make and the 
routine you need to follow. ARBO as an AI 
assistant analyses your usage patterns and 
makes recommendations for you. To add-on, we 
are also in talks with various technology partners 
to further develop it. We’ll be launching new 
phones with ARBO in the coming months.

Pankaj Rana

4. IS IT A CONSCIOUS DECISION TO STAY 
AWAY FROM MANUFACTURING HIGH-END 
MOBILE PHONES?
Of course, Panasonic caters to the masses and I 
don’t see any point in moving to the high-end 
segment since it doesn’t have synergy with our 
potential users.

5. ANOTHER ISSUE MOST CUSTOMERS FACE 
IS THE AFTER SALES SERVICE. HOW IS 
PANASONIC ADDRESSING IT?
We believe that one happy customer can bring 10 
more customers. So for their satisfaction, 
Panasonic is aggressively working towards it. We 
try our best to address customers’ issue in the 
best possible manner.

6. WHAT IS PANASONIC’S TAKE ON AR/VR. 
ARE YOU DEVELOPING ANYTHING AROUND 
IT?
Yes, we’ll be working in this direction in the next 
6 months to come.

DIVISIONAL HEAD-MOBILITY BU  
IN PANASONIC ISAMEA REGION
(INDIA, SOUTH ASIA, MIDDLE 
EAST AND AFRICA)

Starting off with this issue we will be featuring 
stalwarts from technology industry every 
month. Next month we will have Manu Kumar 
Jain, VP Xiaomi and MD Xiaomi India. 
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lthough I wouldn’t claim 
to know a lot about TVs, 
I do like being shown new 
ones, and nodding sagely 

while someone yaks on about ‘bezels’, 
‘HDR’ and ‘Super OLED Ultra Mega Hi 
Definition-o-matic’. Well, it gets me out 
of the office.

I do feel, however, like the current 
generation of goggle-boxes is reaching 
some kind of pinnacle of frenzied tech 
willy-waving. Are they now so massive, 
so pristine and so perfect that they’re 
too good for us mere humans?

TVs are nearly always sold on their 
picture quality being ‘realistic’. But 
OLED 4K, at least as presented in shops 
and at trade shows, is not realistic at all. 

It’s so ultra-vivid and hyper-real. 
You’ve got colours like an explosion in 
a Dulux factory, yet with blacks that 
are blacker than the interior of a broom 
cupboard in a black hole. At night. 
Motion is smoothed out to a pristine 
sheen, pixels are polished and bezels 
banished, so the image seems to hang in 
the air.

It’s beautiful, but it doesn’t resemble 
my life in any way. Maybe if I was a 
Kardashian, it would seem real. But 
although, yes, you can stand a pint glass 
on the perfect curve of my buttocks, 
and I regularly break the internet, I’m 
not a Kardashian. Alas.

Club too def
I suppose you may be thinking, “I bet 
you said that about HD!” But I didn’t. 
So shut it. ‘HD Ready’ 720p and then 
Full HD were a huge leap forward from 
standard definition. On a large flat 
screen (by which I mean about 30 
inches, because that was large at the 
time), standard-def looked like absolute 
arse. The jump to HD was essential.

Now, if I’m forced to watch anything 
in SD, I recoil, like an aristocrat being 
introduced to a drunk tramp. I just 
don’t see myself having the same 
attitude to HD in a few years, if 4K 

A
becomes the norm. 

It’s quite telling tha  
show off 4K HDR OLED
they use either mega b
movies or imagery tha  
an expensive screen sa

Of course that’s par
still isn’t a hell of a lot t  
Ask any TV journalist 
of the opening five min
Max: Fury Road and th
wearily, because they’  
billion times at 4K dem .

So it’s either Fury R  
other multi-bazillion d
FXtravaganza, or it’s sl
footage of gymnasts th
powder at each other,  
frightfully picturesque

Which is great, obv  

if you just want to watch Jeremy  
Kyle, or the news, or something on  
the Food Network about bros eating 
burgers? 

Watching old YouTube clips, or a lot 
of the movies on Netflix, or ugly people 
on a telly like today’s flagships would 
surely be akin to using the Mona Lisa as 
a picnic blanket. Or taking a piss 
against a Henry Moore sculpture. But 
you can’t spend your entire life 
watching pretty pictures and massive 
explosions, can you?

It all rather reminds me of the time 
I purchased my first plasma screen TV. 
Remember them? As usual, I was 
pretty late to the party, and by this 
point plasma was already seen as 
yesterday’s panel. LED was the hip, 

.
It was in a TV shop  remember 

those? – as that seemed like a good place 
in which to buy a telly. Now, it was 
obvious to me that this plasma had by 
far the best picture, because it looked 
like what you might expect to see on a 
cinema screen.

All the LED tellies, which the 
assistant was hugely enthusiastic about, 
showed what looked like very smooth, 
HD CCTV footage. Everything gleamed 
in a way that looked totally unreal. So I 
bought the plasma, despite the shop guy 
decrying it as ‘jittery’. 

To be fair, I subsequently discovered 
that TV shops always turn every single 
image-enhancing feature up to 11. So 
probably all those LED TVs would also 
have looked really good once you dialled 
it all back. Oh well.

Most times I see 4K UHD HDR OLED 
TVs, not only am I stunned by the sheer 
number of capital letters involved, but I 
get the same feeling as I did in that TV 
shop years ago. The visuals on these 
mega sets are beautiful, but they don’t 
feel real. If I wanted to end on a really 
trite note, I’d say it’s like a metaphor for 
the era we live in. But I don’t.

Are TVs now so massive, 
so pristine and so perfect 
that they’re too good  
for mere humans?
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It was in a TV shop – rememberi

Duncan Bell  
is in Ultra HD
Today’s mega-tellies practically force you 
to watch pretty pictures and blockbusters
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FEATURE

QUALCOMM SNAPDRAGON TECH DAY 

  It seems appropriate that 
we’re all here in sunny 
Singapore, undoubtedly the 
region’s most future-forward 
city-state, crowded in – 

along with a handful of journalists from 
India – a medium-sized room listening 
to Larry Paulson, vice president and 
president, Qualcomm India, go through 
some interesting facts and figures relating 
to the Indian telecom market. 

India is one of the largest telecom 
markets with over 1.1 billion mobile 
connections right now and in the next 
few years, will add about a billion unique 
connections. Of these, more than half 
will use a smartphone. However, it is 
the estimate that over 540 million users 
will adopt 3G/4G by 2020 that makes 
Qualcomm bullish on the  
India market. 

Many companies are adopting 
‘Make in India’ in some way or the other 
and Qualcomm is aiding smartphone 
companies achieve it quickly and 
efficiently by lending its expertise, 
reference design and customisation.

However, it’s the Snapdragon platform 
where Qualcomm is playing a pivotal 

Words: Kunal Gangar

role. Qualcomm showed off its latest flagship 
processor – Snapdragon 835 based on 
10nm FinFET technology. It packs in lots of 
technologies ranging from gigabit-class LTE 
modem, Kryo CPU, full-fledged security suite, 
hi-res audio support and more.

Moving down the tier are the newly 
announced Snapdragon 660 and Snapdragon 
630 processors that takes over from 
Snapdragon 653 and Snapdragon 626 
respectively. While the improvements 
in performance and battery life are the 

I
obvious enhancements, it’s the features 
camera ISP, Kryo CPU, X12 modem and 
machine-learning platform making its way 
to the Snapdragon 600 series that were 
previously reserved for the top tier. There’s 
another addition of Quick Charge 4.0 that 
offers five hours of battery life with just five 
minutes of recharge. 

The first Snapdragon 660-powered 
devices are expected this quarter whereas 
devices running Snapdragon 630 will reach 
the market sometime in next quarter. 
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Got some long trips coming up, for work 
or fun? Our pick of the best smart 

travel gear helps make planes, trains and 
automobiles more bearable

ESSENTIALS
T3’S TRAVEL
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Anker PowerCore+ 
20100

 This 20,100mAh battery pack 
charges phones and tablets via 
its two regular USB ports, but it 
also has a USB-C port capable 
of charging laptops, such as 
the 12-inch MacBook and HP 
Spectre (and it’s great for the 
Nintendo Switch, too). There’s a 
26,000mAh version available, 
but we like this model’s balance 
of capacity and size.
`3,275, anker.com

Bose QuietControl 
QC30

 
 These wireless headphones 

are made to be worn for long 
periods – even all day. The band 
sits around your neck and 
provides great battery life, as 
well as best-in-class noise 
cancellation. It’s kind of eerie 
travelling on a train or plane 
with almost no background 
noise, and once you try it, 
you’ll never go back.
`27,000, boseindia.com

Braun Series 9
 

 It might be tempting to get a 
small portable travel razor, but 
don’t compromise, especially on 
electricals you’re going to press 
against your face. This is the 
best electric razor out there, so 
it’s the one you should travel 
with! It works wet or dry, is great 
for comfort, catches everything 
in its five elements and comes 
with a tidy travel case.
`21,600, braun.com

Philips SoniCare 
DiamondClean

 
 This electric toothbrush is 

fantastic at what it does, 
thanks partly to five 
brushing modes (which help 
you go extra clean, or go 
softer on sensitive gums, for 
example), but it also comes 
with a travel case that 
doubles as a charger, and 
can hold two brush heads, so 
it’s perfect for that romantic 
getaway.  
`20,995, philips.co.in

Bluesmart One  
 

 This carry-on-sized suitcase is 
packed with handy tech. It weighs 
itself (via a scale in the handle), it 
has a big built-in battery pack for 
topping up your phone, it locks 
itself if it gets separated from you, 
and if it goes to the wrong place, it 
can tell you where it is, thanks to 
GPS and 3G connectivity.  
`36,818, bluesmart.com
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Amazon Kindle Oasis
 

 These days, Amazon is pretty much the only name worth paying 
attention to in the ereader game, and this is its best Kindle yet. The 
Oasis isn’t cheap, but it’s really smartly designed. The basic eReader 
has a great 300ppi six-inch screen that looks just like a printed 
page, and has a built-in light for night reading. It even has good 
old-fashioned buttons for turning the page (which we’ve missed 
since the Kindle line dropped them). It’s lighter than ever, has a nice 
tapering ergonomic design and comes with the great Charging 
Cover. These leather covers make it look like an old tome (you can 
get them in black, walnut or merlot – the latter is our favourite), but 
also add extra battery power, so it lasts months on a single charge.  
`23,999, amazon.in

Logitech UE 
WonderBoom

 
 It’s nice to go away and still 

have great speakers for playing 
music in your hotel room or by 
the pool. This tiny Bluetooth 
Ultimate Ears speaker offers 
amazing sound quality and 
volume levels for its size, and is 
waterproof. It comes in different 
colours, and you can even 
connect two together for a 
bigger impact.
`7,379, ultimateears.com

MacAlly HOME72UC
 

 This solves two problems: 
hotel rooms not having enough 
plug sockets, and the amount of 
different chargers you need to 
carry around. From one plug, 
you get a USB-C port for 
charging compatible laptops, 
and three high-power USB 
ports, capable of fast-charging 
phones, keeping tablets topped 
up, or powering other stuff.
`3,517, macally.com

Boneco Travel 
Humidifier 

 
 Many hotels have overactive 

air-cons that can leave you 
feeling a bit dried out after a 
day or two. Screw a normal 
drinking water bottle into this 
dinky humidifier and it will 
blast out water vapour, helping 
your skin feel less like you’ve 
been walking the desert sands. 
Especially if that’s actually 
what you’ve been doing on 
holiday… 
`3,521, prezzybox.com
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Tile Slim
 

 These Bluetooth trackers 
are great for making sure you 
don’t lose something 
important. They’re super thin, 
so can go in a wallet, in your 
passport sleeve, in luggage, or 
even in your kid’s pocket… If 
you go out of range, your 
phone will record exactly 
where it last connected to it. 
When connected, you can tell 
the Tile to make a noise.
`1,881, thetileapp.com

Raden A28 Check
 

 Big enough to be your 
checked main luggage for a 
holiday, this suitcase has a 
built-in scale for checking 
weight, Bluetooth to let you 
know if it’s in range (the app 
will tell you when it’s coming 
on the baggage carousel, for 
instance), a built-in TSA-
approved lock and a battery 
with two USB ports for phone 
top-ups.
`27,880, raden.com

Apple iPad (128GB)
 

 See p102 for our full review 
of this new tablet, but the 
latest iPad is our pick for 
staying entertained on a trip. 
Get this bigger-capacity 
model and fill it with 
downloads from iPlayer, 
Amazon Prime Video, YouTube 
and Netflix – or great games 
from the App Store – and 
enjoy them on the bright and 
clear 9.7-inch Retina display.
`28,900, apple.com/in

PNY Elite Portable SSD
 

 You shouldn’t travel  
without some kind of  
portable storage and  
certainly not when it is  
as small as PNY’s Elite  
Portable SSD. It’s smaller  
than a credit card and can 
store content up to 480GB 
with fast read/write speeds up 
to 430MB/s and 400MB/s 
respectively, thanks to  
USB 3.0.
approx. `6,600, pny.com.tw

Nintendo Switch  

 Nintendo’s home-
console-that-turns-into-a-
portable was made for 
plane or train journeys. 
Zelda at 500mph? Yes, 
please! Mario Kart under 
the Channel? Don’t mind if 
we do. And we love that 
you can choose to play it 
in your hands, or slide out 
the controllers and pop the 
screen on your fold-out 
tray table.  
`22,959, nintendo.com
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KNOMO Amesbury
 

 Want a stylish carry-on for 
work trips? This bag is made 
from gorgeous soft leather, but 
designed for working on the 
go. It has a protective slot for 
15-inch laptops, another space 
for tablets, and organised 
pockets for passports, phones 
and more. You can fit loads in, 
and still look like a classy 
’60s-era spy while you’re at it.  
`31,078, knomobags.com

GoPro HERO5 Black
 

 GoPro is still the go-to for 
action cameras, and if you want 
a water- and drop-proof camera 
to capture your holiday antics in 
detailed 4K, look no further than 
this. Grab a monopod or other 
handle for it (or, yes, a selfie 
stick…) and it’s as great for 
family getaways as for white-
water rafting or wingsuiting,  
or whatever you’re into…  
`38,000, gopro.com

Fujifilm X-Pro2 with Fujifilm XF 18-135mm lens 
 

 Fuji’s X-Pro2 is one of the very best compact system 
cameras out there, thanks to its amazing image quality and 
hybrid viewfinder. Plus, we love a good old-fashioned 
rangefinder-style design. You can get the camera body on its 
own for about £1,349, but you also have the option of buying a 
few different lenses. If you’re going to choose just one, the 
versatility of Fuji’s 18-135mm lens is ideal – it takes top 
landscape shots, then zooms in at up to 7x magnification to 
pick out far-away subjects or frame that detail shot just right.
`1,47,999 (body only), fujifilm.com

Dell XPS 13  
 

 Dell’s thin and light laptop packs a 13-inch 
screen into the space of an 11-inch machine 
thanks to its near-edge-to-edge design. And that 
screen’s 3200 x 1800 resolution is fantastic to 
work on – everything is super-detailed. You also 
get an Intel Core i5 processor, 8GB of RAM, a 
Thunderbolt 3 port for power and 256GB of 
fast-flash storage, all in a package under 15mm 
thick and weighing 1.22kg. That doesn’t make it 
as thin or light as Apple’s 12-inch MacBook or the 
HP Spectre, which are also great options, but 
that big, high-res display is just breathtaking. 
from `1,08,990, dell.com/in

Shirt Shuttle
 

 Imagine a world where you can unpack your shirts after a 
long journey to find they have no major creases. My friends, this 
is not some sci-fi utopia. This is Shirt Shuttle, which uses the 
amazing power of curves to keep your shirts tidy. Fold your 
finest cotton around the board in the middle of this case and it 
won’t pick up unsightly lines, with the hard shell stopping it 
being compressed in your luggage. It’s simple, but so very 
useful for work trips.
`2,460, patrona.com
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ULTIMATE

TEC
Keeping up with the constant flow 
of killer tech isn’t easy. It’s like the 
conveyer belt at the end of The 
Generation Game, except every item 
is some new piece of connected 
tech you never knew you wanted 
(but you really do). Even the cuddly 
toy has a Wi-Fi camera in it. 

When you pick a new kind of tech you want 
to get into, finding the best one for your 
budget is a separate challenge. Do you need 
to splash out on a higher-end model to get 

WISHLIST

44 T3 Tomorrow’s Technology Today JUNE 2017



THE ULTIMATE TECH WISHLIST

W W W.T3INDIA.COM JUNE 2017  T3 Tomorrow’s Technology Today 45

H 
what you’re really after? Or will a 
cheaper model work for you? 
And what if you want the best of 
the best, and money is no object?

That’s why we’ve collected the 
best tech for every budget,  
in a huge range of categories.  
No matter what kind of new tech 
you’re thinking of buying and how 
much you can stretch to 
spending, you can find the 
perfect one for you.

SPLURGE

Let’s get luxury. This is the kit that turns  
its nose up at anything less than  

stellar. We’re talking unmitigated quality 
at an unrepentant price. Deluxe materials, 
more features than you could ever hope to 
really use and amazing designs. This is the  

pinnacle of current tech.

SPEND

This is where you get the perfect balance 
of features and price. These products are a 
step up from the Steal category, and have 

the extra quality to match. This means they 
cost more, but the results will definitely be 
worth it, if you can spare the cash. This is 

absolutely sweet-spot tech.

STEAL

This is awesome-value tech that’s ideal for 
getting into something new. You know that 

T3 isn’t going to recommend cheap tat, 
though – these products come with great 
features, look the part and will serve you 
well without breaking the bank. They just 

won’t be quite as swish as the other options.
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Samsung Q7F
 Samsung’s new range of Quantum Dot 

QLED TVs are high on design and 
performance. It boasts a bezel less design, 

100% colour volume, HDR support and 
overall a better picture quality compared 

to OLED TVs. 
 `3,14,900, samsung.com

Hasselblad X1D
 Spectacular images abo d 

with the X1D, a glorious med  
format mirrorless camera w  
50MP CMOS sensor for a wid  

dynamic range, plus a touchsc  
display and dual SD card slot  
approx. `6,38,616, hasselblad.com

Sony Z9D
 The 65-inch Z9D is the one you want if 

you’re thinking of going all out. It packs in a 
lot of tech to improve video quality and 

supports Android TV OS, making 
downloading third-party apps and casting 
videos and pictures from your smartphone 

really easy. 
 `5,04,900, sony.co.in

 PLAYSTATION VR
 Lose yourself in an alternate 

360° world via Playstation VR’s 
vivid, 5.7-inch OLED screen and 
easy home setup.
`38,990, playstation.com

 HTC VIVE
 VR’s most advanced headset, 

offering a 110° field of view and HD 
haptic controller feedback.
`92,990, vive.com

Vu Pixelight TV 
 Vu’s 2017 range of TVs brings HDR 

support along with the usual Smart TV 
features. It supports a variety of TV 

and entertainment apps, UHD 
resolution as well as support for Dolby 
audio for top notch visual experience.

 `50,999, vutvs.com

Panasonic Lumix 
Fz100

 Pro features for less? Panasonic 
delivers with a Lumix camera offering 

a 1-inch sensor, Leica optic and 4K 
video capture.

`24,990, panasonic.com/in

Nikon D7500
 Aimed at DSLR enthusiasts, Nikon’s 

newbie wows with its 20.9MP sensor, 
advanced AF system and 8fps burst 

shooting mode. 
`96,950 (body only), nikon com 

STEAL

STEAL

STEAL

SPEND

SPEND

VR

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

IVE

 GOOGLE CARDBOARD
 Slot your smartphone into these 

quick set-up budget specs and step 
into a world of VR videos, games 
and apps.
approx. `1,270, google.com
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 Sony VPL-HW65ES
 Enjoy a bombastic home 

cinema experience with the 
curtains open for once. Sony’s 
heavyweight high-end 
projector, boasting Full HD 
support and a high contrast 
ratio, is suitable for clear 
daylight viewing. 
`3,16,700, sony.co.in

 Philips Screeneo 2.0
 Not got the space for a 

full-on projector mounting? 
Enjoy big screen viewing in 
small rooms with this ultra 
short throw projector. With Full 
HD native res and a built-in 
26W sound system, it’s half 
big-screen TV, half soundbar.
approx. `11,8,818, philips.co.in

 NEW IPAD (2017)
 Movies, games and 

photos are dramatically 
enhanced by the 469g 
iPad’s 9.7-inch Retina 
screen and swift A9 chip. 
you’re spoiled for choice 
with apps, too – there’s 
over a million!
From `28,900, apple.com

STEAL

STEAL

SPEND

SPEND

SPLURGE

 Optoma HD 141X
 Enhance movie night with 

Optoma’s brilliantly affordable 
Full HD 3D projector, which 
utilises 3,000 ANSI lumens of 
brightness and BrilliantColor 
multi-colour processing tech to 
offer up immersive viewing 
with excellent contrast. 
approx. `36,899, optoma.com

 AMAZON FIRE
 Access all your favourite 

entertainment on one 
portable device for under 
50 sheets. 7-inch screen, 
expandable storage and up 
to seven hours of battery.
`4,099, amazon.com

 MICROSOFT 
SURFACE PRO 4

 Write, draw and create 
on the Surface Pro 4’s 
12.3-inch PixelSense display, 
using your fingers or the 
Surface Pen, with a gutsy 
6th Gen Intel Core CPU  
multi-tasking with ease.

From  `72,700, amazon.in

HOME CINEMA PROJECTORS

ALL-IN-ONE DESKTOP COMPUTERS

 TABLETS

Apple 27-inch iMac with 
Retina 5K display

 Apple’s latest all-in-one packs some serious 
visual heat, displaying 14.7 million pixels and  
a vast spectrum of colours on its mighty 5K 

screen. A 3.3GHz Intel i5 processor and up to 
32GB of memory make light work of power 

hungry jobs such as video editing.
`1,88,900, apple.com/in

Asus Zen AiO Pro 4K 
touchscreen

 From the i7 processor and DDR4 memory to 
the 4K UHD multi-touch display, style and 

functionality converge to make the Zen AiO  
a solid all-rounder. 

approx. `1,22,999, asus.com

Lenovo Ideacentre AIO 
510

 Dominate work and play with this affordable 
all-in-one powerhouse, packing a beefy Intel i7 
processor, NVIDIA GeForce 940MX graphics 

and a slick 23-inch touchscreen.
From `70,275, lenovo.com

STEAL SPEND

SPLURGE

SPLURGE
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Parrot Bebop 2 FPV
 The Bebop 2’s HD camera plus visual  

and GPS tracking tech enables you to  
shoot stunning aerial footage. Also 

included is a Wi-Fi-enabled Skycontroller 
and FPV headset for immersive flying. 

 approx. `49,199, parrot.com

Tag Heuer Connected 
Modular 45

 Got the money? Buy TAG! This second-gen  
TAG Heuer smartwatch is a hugely customisable 
Swiss-made timepiece with Google Android 
Wear 2.0 support and an interchangeable Haute 
Horlogerie mechanical module.
approx. `1,59,900, tagheuer.com

DJI Phantom 4 Pro
 Capture cinematic video with the 

Phantom 4 Pro’s premium, gimbal-
mounted 4K/60fps camera, and get 

creative with Intelligent Flight modes. 
Five-direction sensors make crashing 

almost impossible.
`2,10,000, dji.com

 ASUS ZENBOOK 3
 The most elegant ZenBook yet, 

offering a 12.5-inch LED backlit 
FHD display, and a Core i7 CPU.
`1,22,990, asus.com

 APPLE MACBOOK PRO 
15-INCH

 Powered by a 2.7GHz quad-core 
Intel Core i7 processor, Apple’s 
top-spec, customisable portable is 
the ultimate laptop. 
From `2,05,900, apple.com/in

Hubsan Q4 Nano 
Quadcopter

 Fly inside and out with this mini 
four-channel training drone. A 

built-in gyro and coreless micro 
motors ensure smooth, stable flight, 

with five minutes airtime.
approx. `2,459, hubsan.com

Martian 
Notifier

 Yes, the Notifier is 
pretty basic, but for 
less than `3,280 
you’d expect a lot 
less than you get 
here: this smartwatch 
will ping smartphone 
alerts (you can 
customise the 
specific vibration 
patterns) to your 
wrist and respond to 
voice commands. 
`3,115, amazon.in

Apple Watch 
Series 2

 One of the  
world’s most popular 
smartwatches, the 
revamped, water 
resistant Apple 
Watch now has a 
twice-brighter 
display and is 
equipped with  
a fast dual-core 
processor and built-in 
GPS and GLONASS.
From `34,900,  
apple.com/in

STEAL

STEAL

STEAL

SPEND

SPEND

LAPTOPS

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

 ACER SWIFT 3 
ULTRABOOK

 Close to a MacBook but far 
cheaper, this has a 14-inch, Full HD 
IPS display, and backlit keyboard. 
`62,050, acer.com

SPEND

SPLURGELURSTEALTEA

   SMARTWATCHES

      DRONES
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 Fitbit Charge 2
 Smash your goals with 2017’s 

best fitness band, offering 
PurePulse heart rate tracking, 
multi-sports modes, guided 
breathing and sweat-proof 
bands. View stats on the OLED 
display or via Fitbit’s app.
`14,900, fitbit.com/in

 TomTom Touch Cardio
 With a five-day battery life, 

TomTom’s tracker can keep pace 
with your epic runs. Built-in 
heart rate monitoring shows 
when you’re in a fat burning 
zone, with stats logged in  
Sports mode. 
`8,099, tomtom.com

 WD MY CLOUD 
EX4100

 My Cloud Expert makes 
storing and streaming data a 
piece of cake. It comes with 
Twonky DLNA-certified 
media server, PLEX support 
and dual Gigabit Ethernet 
ports for stutter free HD 
streaming. It also comes with 
dual power supply for 
uninterrupted access.
`38,799, wd.com

STEAL

STEAL

SPEND

NAS

SPLURGE

 Xiaomi Mi Band 2
 An OLED display and touch 

button controls for just under 
2,000 bucks? The Mi Band 2 is 
a steal, dishing out steps and 
sleep tracking, inactivity alerts 
and (Android) smartphone 
notifications. 
`1,999, mi.com

 WD MY CLOUD EX2 
ULTRA

 Simple NAS solution for 
keeping all your data in one  
place with the ability to sync 
content, backup support, 256- 
AES encryption, and multiple 
RAID options. It supports PLEX 
streaming as well.
`17,499, wd.com

 QNAP TS-451A
 QNAP’s little monster is the 

one to go for if you care about 
4K streaming and quick 
access to content. The NAS 
can transcode 4K H.264 files 
on-the-fly and even supports a 
personal karaoke system with 
the OceanKTV app. It also 
comes with a USB 
QuickAccess port that allows 
to access files without needing 
a network connection.
From `62,000, qnap.com

FITNESS TRACKERS

   SPORTS HEADPHONES

Jabra Elite Sport
 Track your fitness and enhance  

your training with Jabra’s wireless Elite 
Sport Bluetooth earbuds. An in-ear 
heart rate monitor keeps tabs on your 
ticker, while Jabra Life tech provides 
real-time coaching.
approx. `18,859, jabra.com

Bose SoundSport Wireless
 Custom-shaped tips and flexible wings deliver  

a secure fit, no matter hard hard you train. Playback  
runs for up to six hours (per two-hour charge) on these 
weather-resistant, Bluetooth/NFC beauties.
`13,275, boseindia.com

Panasonic RP-BTS10E-K
 Grab these rechargeable, sweat-resistant 

Bluetooth in-ears before a run or gym sesh and let 
the bass-rich 14.3mm Neodymium drivers power 
your playlists – there’s up to four hours playback.
`4,099, panasonic.com

STEAL

SPEND

SPLURGE

SPEND

SPLURGE
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 Scott Esub Tour
 Power your cycling  

with the Esub Tour’s Bosch 
Active 250W Engine System 
and 400wh battery. The  
level of e-assistance – which 
ranges from Eco to Turbo – 
can be customised at the  
bar-mounted control panel. 
`1,63,918, scott-sports.com

 Tern Vektron
 Need a boost? The fold-

able Vektron’s Bosch electric 
drivetrain and featherlight 
battery will push your pace 
to 32kmph, with the top-spec 
Valo lighting system shedding 
150 lumens of light on night-
time commutes.
`2,44,360, ternbicycles.com

 Gtech eBike Sport
 Cover miles and flatten 

hills aboard this lithium-ion 
assisted, aviation-grade 
aluminium steed. The on-
board computer gives you 
a boost when needed via 
the 36-volt, high torque rear 
wheel motor.
`81,590, gtech.co.uk

STEAL SPEND SPLURGE

ELECTRIC BIKES

STEALTEA

SLEEP TECH SPEND

 Lumie Bodyclock Active 250
 Have trouble waking? Beat that groggy 

feeling with Lumie’s dawn simulator  
(and radio). Its gradually increasing  
natural light signals your body to start 
increasing cortisol so that you can  
rise and shine.
`8,199, lumie.com

 Sound Oasis Bluetooth 
Sleep Sound Therapy System

 Pre-loaded with 10 sounds, from 
steady rain to white noise, this re-
chargeable kit blankets your room in 
soothing sound for eight hours at a 
time, lulling you into a restful sleep. 
`4,919, soundoasis.com

STEAL SPEND

STEAL

WI-FI
ROUTERS

 GOOGLE WIFI 
 Google Wifi’s mesh tech 

enhances home coverage 
with one or more Wifi points 
that boost your connection.
approx. `10,578, 
madebygoogle.com

 TP-LINK AC3200
 Utilising three separate 

Wi-Fi bands (one 2.4GHz, 
two 5GHz), the six-antenna 
AC3200 is ideal for multi  
device homes.  
`18,000, tp-link.com

 NETGEAR 
ORBI

 The original 
tri-band home 
Wi-Fi system, 
delivering 
a powerful 
blanket of cov-
erage from your backyard to 
the attic. Recently upgraded, 
and with modular options 
too.
`32,500, netgear.com

SPLURGE

 S+ By Resmed Non-
Contact Sleep Monitor

 Ideal for those who want to track 
sleep without wearing a band, the 
S+ is an app-controlled bedside 
monitor that tracks your slumber 
patterns, then makes suggestions  
to help you improve it. 
`10,655, resmed.com

SPLURGE
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 LIBRATONE Q ADAPT 
ON-EAR

 Stylish, comfy and offer-
ing 20 hours of sound, there’s 
much to love here. Adjust 
the Q Adapt’s level of noise 
cancellation with CityMix tech, 
or use the touch interface to 
control playback.
`15,908, libratone.com

STEAL

STEAL

WIRELESS 
HEADPHONES

MULTI-ROOM 
SYSTEMS

 SONY MDR-ZX330BT
 OK, so these wireless cans 

aren’t lookers, but they’ll 
dampen a noisy commute, 
working for up to 10-meters 
from your smartphone and 
offering 10 hours of playback. 
Hunt and you’ll find ’em  
under RRP for around £60.
`6,990, sony.co.in 

 BOSE QUIETCOMFORT 
35

 One of the world’s 
most highly-rated wireless 
headphones, Bose’s re-
engineered, luxe cans use 
Acoustic Noise Cancelling 
tech to measure and react to 
outside noise, cancelling it 
with an opposing signal. 
`29,363, boseindia.com

SPEND

SPEND

SPLURGE

 B&O Beolit 17
 Blanket your room with 

B&O’s signature sound and, 
via the Beoplay app, tailor it 
to any room the Beolit 17 sits 
in. You can also personalise 
its functions, getting the most 
from its 240-watt guts.
`36,818, beoplay.com

 Bowers & Wilkins  
T7 Wireless

 Party all night thanks to the 
T7’s gutsy 18-hour battery, and 
enjoy epic sound courtesy of 
its twin bass radiators and dual 
50mm drivers that together 
throw a high-res punch.
`44,545, bowers-wilkins.com 

STEAL SPEND SPLURGE

 Creative Nuno Micro
 Bag righteous audio in  

a cheap, portable package 
with Creative’s tweed-loving 
Bluetooth speaker. This pocket 
powerhouse also crams in  
playback controls and a built-in 
mic for hands-free calls.
`2,999, asia.creative.com

   PORTABLE BLUETOOTH SPEAKERS

   TURNTABLES

Clear Audio C
 Minimalist looks, high d h d

design… Clear Audio stru g  
which utilises composite l  
to quash vibrations and  
super sound.  
`81,590, clearaudio.de/en

Pro-Ject 
Audio Primary

 Available in white or 
black, this plug and play 
turntable is a belt-driven 
budget wonder – tracking 
force and anti-skating are 
pre-set, leaving you to plug 
it in and spin vinyl.
`15,498, project-audio.com

STEAL

SPEND

SPLURGE

SPLURGE

 YAMAHA WX030 
MUSICCAST WIRELESS 
SPEAKER

 A two-way speaker and pas-
sive radiator for killer wireless 
sound and multi-room skills. 
`12,218, in.yamaha.com

 DENON HEOS 7 HS2
 The HS2’s seven-driver 

speaker system is consistently 
huge. Extra speakers connect 
via your home network.
`40,918, denon.com

 B&O 
BEOSOUND 1

 A work of 
audio and visual 
beauty, com-
patible with 
everything from 
Bluetooth to 
Google Cast.
`88,970, www.
bang-olufsen.com

Technics SL-1 G
 Relive the ’70s club scene with this retro inspired direct 

drive turntable. The original three-layer chassis now sports a 
10mm thick aluminium top panel for superior damping, plus 
an adjustable tonearm .
`2,45,918, technics.com

LES

top panel for superior d
m for precision tracking.

Concept
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The man

  Vifly R220 
`28,618,  
quickdrones.com

  FXT Marvel Vision  
FPV goggles 
`10,659,  
quickdrones.com

  FrSky Taranis X9D Plus 
`13,694, frsky-rc.com

  Drone Racing  
League Racer3 
thedroneracingleague.
com

  Fat Shark Dominator HD3 
`40,995 fatshark.com

  Fat Shark Transformer 
HD System 
`20,418, fatshark.com

  GoPro Hero 5  
Black Edition 
`38,000, gopro.com

  Apple MacBook  
Pro 15-inch 
`2,41,900, apple.com

  Sony Playstation 
DualShock 4 
`4,099, playstation.com

The mission
Can our man use the 
latest drone racing 
tech and training 
from a pro pilot 
to compete in the 
hottest new high-
tech sport?

The tech
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Chris has tested 
many camera drones 
and knows his way 
around a controller, 
but does he have the 
bottle to fly FPV  
at 128kmph?
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SKY SPORTS

FIRST-PERSON VIEW DRONE RACING IS SET TO BE HUGE IN 2017. BUT HOW EASY IS IT TO  
FLY AT OVER 128KMPH, LET ALONE RACE? T3’S DRONE EXPERT TAKES THE CONTROLS

CHRIS BARNESWORDSJOE BRANSTONPHOTOGRAPHY

RACING
PRO DRONE



LANDING GEAR
Our pick of the best drone gadgets to get you race-ready

The new MacBook  
Pro’s 2.7GHz Intel 
Core i7 processor and 
16GB memory ensure 
top-flight performance 
when training with the 
Drone Racing League 
simulator, and the 
colour-rich Retina 
display brings the 
on-screen action to 
life. The Touch Bar 
and Touch ID are neat 
time-savers, too.
`2,41,900, apple.com

This newbie-friendly 
racing drone is ready 
to fly from the box. 
The 220mm, 32-bit F3 
flight controller-
equipped racer comes 
with a 1/4-inch 700TVL 
CMOS camera and 
FlySKY  
i6-VF controller. 
For the full FPV 
experience, drop an 
extra `10,660 on FXT’s 
Marvel Vision goggles.
`28,618, quickdrones.com

Enhance your aerial 
skills with the go-to 
controller of racing 
professionals. Ultra-
smooth, customisable 
quad-bearing gimbals 
mean greater drone 
control,while the 
backlit LCD screen 
and haptic feedback 
keep you in the loop 
on performance.You can 
even use it to control 
the DRL sim.
`13,694, frsky-rc.com

Designed exclusively 
for DRL pilots, the 
carbon-fibre frame 
and polycarbonate 
shell of the Racer3 
make it practically 
indestructible – vital 
at these speeds. The 
F3 flight controller, 
SPI MPU6000 gyro and 
custom Pulse battery 
make the Racer3 one 
powerful, agile beast.  
thedroneracingleague.
com

16:9 HDMI support, 
SVGA 800 X 600 display 
and great comfort are 
make these goggles 
a favourite with pro 
pilots. Their modular 
design is ideal for 
accessories such as a 
receiver module, which 
you’ll need if you 
want to view the video 
downlink from your 
drone. 
`40,995, fatshark.com 
store.google.com

Beginners can enjoy 
multiple setups in 
one rig with the 
Transformer HD system 
– from mounting the 
high luminosity LCD 
screen to a tripod 
for viewing without 
goggles, to slotting 
the monitor into 
Fat Shark’s robust 
Transformer HD 
headset for single 
panel FPV.
`20,418, fatshark.com

1 2 3 4 5 6
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The tech sport of the future 
is here. In just a few short 
years, first-person drone 
racing has sprung up from  
an underground hobby of 
self-built machines and 
amateur races, to a high 
tech, big-money sport. 
Since 2015 the Drone Racing 
League (DRL) has led the 
way, partnering with major 
sponsors and broadcasters, 
and attracting high-profile 
investors such as Miami 
Dolphins owner Stephen  
Ross. Pundits have even 
suggested that drone racing 
could reach the heights  
of Formula One. Not such an 
outlandish claim considering 
2016’s DRL winner bagged  
a professional contract  
and six-figure salary. 

So, how does a drone race work? In the 
case of the DRL, a group of highly-skilled 
pilots duke it out, inches apart and flying  
at speeds of up to 144kmph, through tight, 
neon-lit 3D courses in abandoned 
buildings and stadiums. Each pilot wears 
first-person view (FPV) goggles, viewing a 
live feed from the camera on-board their 
drone. It’s like being inside a very realistic 
video game. I’m determined to try this. 
But, if I’m to become a successful (and 
minted) drone racer, I need to find a 
professional willing to show me the ropes. 

A few calls later, I have a DRL training 
session in the diary.

KEEP IT SIM-PLE
With the big day looming, my nerves kick 
in. What if FPV flying makes me throw up? 
What if I give someone a buzz cut with a 
drone? Thankfully the DRL’s free simulator 
(for Mac/PC) comes with a training 
program and official DRL tracks  
to prepare noobs like me for action. 
I’ve tested many camera drones; usually 
they’re loaded with anti-collision sensors, 
GPS positioning and other tech to keep 
them airborne. Racing-spec drones 

dispense with such luxuries, placing 
control over all axes of movement in the 
hands of the pilot. Looks like I’ll need to 
put in some serious hours on the DRL 
simulator first...  I boot up Apple’s new 
MacBook Pro, planting my index finger 
on the Touch ID pad to log in. With the 
simulator loaded, the Pro’s speedy 
components make light work of the 
action on screen, neon colours popping 
on the vibrant wide-colour Retina 
display. With my FrSky Taranis X9D Plus 
radio controller still on the courier’s van, 
I opt to fly with a DualShock PS4 
controller. 

 APPLE MACBOOK  
 PRO 15-INCH 

  VIFLY R220   FRSKY TARANIS 
 X9D PLUS 

 DRONE RACING 
 LEAGUE RACER3 

 FAT SHARK 
 DOMINATOR HD3 
 GOGGLES 

  FAT SHARK 
TRANSFORMER HD  
 SYSTEM 
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They’ve put the 
fancy new lawnmower 
the wrong way up…

“Pilots need skillful hand/eye 
coordination and steady nerves  
to race. When using first-person  
view technology, the human brain 
actually believes it’s in the cockpit, 
creating an intense experience 
demanding full focus and attention.  
It takes an incredible amount of  
muscle memory and practise to be able 
to pilot with precision. Throttle 
management and thrust vectoring are 
skills that develop over time.

“On the DRL simulator, aspiring 
pilots can learn how to fly without the 
extensive repair time or cost required 

on a real drone. We also use the 
simulator for esport tournaments to 
recruit new pilots around the world. 

“From there, pilots can find FPV  
meet-ups all over the globe. Groups  
like multigp.com, miniquadclub.com  
and fpvlab.com are great places to 
start. Racing can consist of  
a professional competition like DRL,  
a few friends getting together in 
a field, or just freestyle flying – 
doing tricks and sharing the videos 
online.” For more information, and 
to download the DRL simulator, visit 
thedroneracingleague.com

Learn to fly
TIPS FROM DRONE RACING LEAGUE FOUNDER NICK HORBACZEWSKI
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Just wait until you 
have to pilot a drone 
around a team of 
angry rugby players
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   FPV feels like riding in  
a rollercoaster with zero 
G force. It’s bizarre

isn’t particularly tricky, and I adjust to 
the first-person view quickly, but I  
revert to overenthusiastic, fumbling 
movements as soon as I’m required to 
steer. One minute I’m a few feet off the 
ground, the next I’m getting an aerial 
view of the pitch. I have to remind myself 
there’s a 90mph bladed weapon hurtling 
through the air somewhere above me.

I swap to the HD3 goggles and try 
again. The image is clearer, the goggles 
more comfortable and my overall 
perspective is dramatically improved. I 
manage to stay airborne for longer, 
making corrective manoeuvres more 
instinctively than before. I line up to a 
gate, hit the throttle and power forward. 
I glide through, but the excitement 
clouds my concentration and the Racer3 
plummets, spinning across the turf.

With some perseverance, I start 
hitting gates with greater precision and 
speed, throwing in passable turns where 
necessary. I’ve definitely caught the 
drone racing bug but, as far as this 
mission goes, I’m a long way off racing 
for real.
 
Flying without wings
It’s now a few days later and I’m 
determined to continue developing my 

skills in my own time. I find a safe, 
remote space and unbox the ViFly 
R220 drone and FlySKY i6-VF 
controller bundle. The drone’s 
220mm carbon fibre frame is smaller 
than the Racer3, and the supplied 
Li-Po battery powers eight minutes 
of airtime, making the R220 the 
perfect practice tool. FXT’s Marvel 
Vision FPV goggles are a doddle to 
set up, too, and, while the 480 x 272 
pixel resolution doesn’t match the 
Fat Shark V3’s they’re more than 
adequate to improve with.

I want to show my friends  
my newfound skills, so I strap 
GoPro’s Hero 5 Black action cam  
to the ViFly’s supplied mount and  
set it rolling with the “GoPro, start 
recording” voice command. I’m 
impressed with how much control 
I’ve learned in a short time, and the 
GoPro’s 4K footage looks epic. 

Whilst I won’t be turning pro 
anytime soon, this has been a fun 
experience and I’ll be tuned in when 
the Drone Racing League 2017 kicks 
off on Sky Sports in June. In the 
meantime, you’ll find me practising  
my inverted backflips ready for  
DRL ’18. 

My simulator experience in  
a nutshell? Put it this way: I have little 
confidence about flying a real racer. 
  
Easy glider
Rocking up to Allianz Park in London,  
I’m introduced to Matt Evans, professional 
drone racer for the DRL and the only  
UK pilot for the 2017 season. He’s a rock 
star in this world, and a brief demo of his 
insane freestyle skills – from tight figure-
eights around the rugby posts, to the 
aptly-named ‘Puker’ – suggests he’s  
one to watch.

This year, the DRL has introduced the 
Racer3 drone, which all pilots fly to ensure a 
level playing field. It glows with 209 LEDs 
and is loaded with top tech, including a 
high-end F3 flight controller chip and SPI 
MPU6000 stabilising gyro. A custom made 
five-cell Pulse battery generates 7,000kg of 
static thrust, resulting in 0 to 128kmph  
in under a second. While the Racer3  
isn’t commercially available, I’ll be put in 
charge of one today. I hope the carbon fibre 
frame and tough polycarbonate shell are 
ready for me!

Kicking off, Matt grabs the chunky  
FrSky Taranis X9D Plus controller, complete 
with LCD telemetry display,  
eight programmable switches and haptic 
feedback, to demonstrate the basics of 
hovering. He makes minute movements on 
the quad bearing-mounted sticks to keep 
the Racer3 sitting poker straight in mid-air. 

Now it’s my turn, and I’m feeling the 
pressure. I get airborne, but my clumsy 
thumbs have the Racer3 swaying wildly.  
I kick myself for not spending more time 
with the simulator. Matt tweaks the 
controller’s stick sensitivity and, with  
a less ham-fisted approach and faster 
reflexes, I regain control of the drone.  
Matt is impressed and suggests we get  
the FPV goggles. Game on!

The chunder games
With gates and cones laid out in a figure- 
of-eight track, Matt dons his Fat Shark 
Dominator HD3 FPV goggles. These 
particular goggles are popular among 
drone pilots for their clear 800 x 600  
SVGA display and 16:9 option in HDMI 
mode. I go for Fat Shark’s Transformer 
goggles instead. They’re cheaper than the 
HD3 ones, and the detachable LCD monitor 
can be tripod-mounted if you can’t stomach 
the full FPV experience.

We both tune into the Racer3’s camera 
feed and Matt flies so smoothly it’s like the 
drone is attached to rails. FPV feels like 
riding up front on a rollercoaster, but with 
zero G force. It’s bizarre, but incredibly 
immersive. After three minutes the battery 
is dead. Time for a fresh one, then my turn.

Flying straight ahead with goggles  
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State of the Art

Words: John McCann  Photography: Neil Godwin

The 
flagship 

fleet2017 IS RICH WITH 
NEW ANDROID FLAGSHIP 

SMARTPHONES. BUT WHICH 
ONE LEADS THE WAY?

MARTPHONES ARE NOTHING SHORT 
OF MINI MIRACLES IN OUR 
POCKETS. THEY ARE SINGLE-
HANDEDLY REPLACING OUR COMPACT 

CAMERAS, WALKMANS, CAMCORDERS, 
GAMEBOYS, TVS, DICTAPHONES, LANDLINE 
PHONES, COMPUTERS, WATCHES, ALARM 
CLOCKS, BANK CARDS AND MORE.

It’s the market’s flagship handsets which lead the way 
when it comes to innovation - and pushing other 
technologies towards extinction - and we’ve got three of 
2017’s hottest smartphone properties going head  
to head to see which company is leading the mobile 
revolution this year.

While pretty much any smartphone these days can 
provide a reasonable camera, display and interface for the 
money you part with, at the top end we’re looking for the 

best of the best - our trio of flagships need to pack dazzling 
displays, brilliant brawn, clever cameras and some 
impressive party tricks to be victorious.

First up we’ve got Samsung’s Galaxy S8, and the South 
Korean firm’s latest mobile onslaught is packed to the gills 
with biometrics and a stunning display. Not to be outdone, 
LG a staunch rival to Samsung in its home country brings us 
the G6, boasting equally impressive credentials in a solid, 
premium all metal jacket. Last, but certainly not least, is the 
young pretender to the crown in the Huawei P10. The 
plucky Chinese firm keeps getting better with every 
flagship launch, and the P10 is another marked 
improvement that’ll keep the established names on their 
toes. We’re putting our flagship phones through three 
grueling head-to-heads; design and display, camera and 
finally performance, to see which one deserves a place in 
your palm.

S

Samsung Galaxy S8
The Galaxy S8 may be the 
most expensive of the three, 
but it offers up a stunning 
design and display which  
is in a league of its own. 
PRICE: `57,900 
URL: samsung.com/in

LG G6
Slap bang in the middle  
in terms of price, the LG 
G6 offers up a strong spec 
sheet, dual cameras and  
a premium design.  
PRICE: `51,600
URL: lg.com/in

Huawei P10
Don’t underestimate the 
Asian giant’s underdog 
potential. Huawei’s phones 
improve every year and the 
P10 is its best to date.
PRICE: approx. `45,018
URL: consumer.huawei.com/in

1 2 3
WHAT’S ON TEST…
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ANDROID FLAGSHIP PHONES



A blend of glass and metal 
makes the S8 look like it’s 
come from the future

DESIGN
TEST 01:

The rear-mounted fingerprint scanner may not be 
to everyone’s taste, but it’s fast and responsive 
while also doubling as the power/lock key. The 
screen is pretty special too, with a QHD resolution 
pushing a huge number of pixels directly into your 
retinas, while the 18:9 aspect ratio makes movies 
look fantastic.

Rounding out our design and display showdown 
is the Samsung Galaxy S8, a phone which offers up 
an awful lot of screen - 5.8 inches in fact - in a body 
which is smaller than the Galaxy Note 7 (which, 
tellingly, had a slightly-smaller 5.7-inch display). 
What Samsung has done here is very clever indeed: 
it’s sacrificed its iconic physical home button, 
instead shifting the fingerprint scanner to the back 
to reduce the bezels up front and maximise the 
screen real estate. And boy, does it look fantastic.  
A blend of glass and metal, along with the curved 
QHD display, makes the S8 look like it’s from  
the future.

here’s nothing to hide here: all three of 
our flagships phones are absolute 
lookers. We’ll kick off with the 
Huawei P10, the cheapest handset on 

test, but don’t think that means a sub-standard 
build. Far from it, with the P10 sporting a svelte 
metal unibody which is more than a little 
reminiscent of the iPhone - but that’s not a bad 
thing. It’s the slimmest phone here, making it the 
easiest to use one-handed, and its 5.1-inch Full HD 
display is pin-sharp. It may be the most bezel-
heavy handset on test, but that’s partly to its 
advantage – it’s also the only one to feature a 
front-mounted fingerprint scanner. Many, 
ourselves included, prefer this position over 
rear-mounted scanners, which are often much 
trickier to hit.

Next, and ascending up the pricing chart,  
is the LG G6, which sports a rounded metal frame 
that oozes class. It feels solid, looks great and the 
curved corners of the screen are kinder on the eyes 
and give the handset a more balanced finish.  

T

If you want to be the best  
you need to catch our eye

SPECS

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8

  The Galaxy S8 doesn’t look like any  
other phone on the market, with its sultry, 
curved Infinity Display, minimal bezels  
and futuristic look winning our hearts

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8
Test 01 winner

W W W.T3INDIA.COM60 T3 Tomorrow’s Technology Today JUNE 2017

State of the Art

The Galaxy S8 has an iris scanner and facial recognition

SIZE: 148.9 x 68.1 x 
8mm thick
WEIGHT: 155g
SCREEN SIZE: 5.8-inch
SCREEN RESOLUTION: 
1440 x 2960

SCREEN ASPECT: 18.5:9
CHIPSET: Exynos 8895
RAM: 4GB
OS: Android 7 + 
TouchWiz UI
 

STORAGE: 64GB plus 
microSD
REAR CAMERA: 12MP
FRONT CAMERA: 8MP
BATTERY SIZE: 
3,000mAh



LG G6 HUAWEI P10

SPECS SPECS

UNLOCKS WITH…
Pins and passwords are so last year. Use 
your body to unlock these smartphones

 The finger is mightier than 
the sword… or something like 
that. You can’t unlock these 
phones with a sword, but you 
can with your finger. All 
three boast a fingerprint 
scanner, but only the Huawei 
P10 has it located on the front 
- more convenient, as it can be 
used when the phone is lying 

on a surface. The scanners on  
the LG G6 and Galaxy S8 are on  
the rear, with the S8’s being 
problematic to locate due to its 
close proximity to the camera 
lens. It does have an ace up  
its sleeve though, with facial 
recognition features and an iris 
scanner to take biometrics to  
the next level.
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The G6’s rear fingerprint scanner doubles as the power key

SIZE: 148.9 x 71.9 x 
7.9mm thick
WEIGHT: 163g
SCREEN SIZE: 5.7-inch
SCREEN RESOLUTION: 
1440 x 2880

SCREEN ASPECT: 18:9
CHIPSET: Qualcomm 
Snapdragon 821
RAM: 4GB
OS: Android 7 +  
LG UX 6.0

STORAGE: 32/64GB plus 
microSD
REAR CAMERAS: 13MP 
+ 13MP
FRONT CAMERA: 5MP
BATTERY SIZE: 3,300mAh

At just 7mm thick, the P10 is the thinnest phone on test

SIZE: 145.3 x 69.3 x 
7mm thick
WEIGHT: 145g
SCREEN SIZE: 5.1-inch
SCREEN RESOLUTION: 
1080 x 1920
SCREEN ASPECT: 16:9

CHIPSET: Kirin 960
RAM: 4GB
OS: Android 7 +  
EMUI 5.1
 
STORAGE: 32/64GB plus 
microSD

REAR CAMERAS: 20MP 
and 12MP
FRONT CAMERA: 8MP
BATTERY SIZE: 
3,200mAh



The two cameras work 
in tandem to produce 
much brighter images

CAMERA
TEST 02:

cameras separately here, with a simple icon 
tap in the camera app shifting you 
smoothly from one lens to the other. The 
wide angle lens is excellent when it comes 
to capturing skylines, vistas, skyscrapers 
or large group shots, while the standard 
lens gives you a more focused option for 
portraits and certain objects.

While the P10 and G6 have both taken  
some obvious steps forward in the camera 
department over their predecessors, the 
Galaxy S8’s development is less clear. You 
get a single 12MP rear camera, which has 
the same number of megapixels as the 
snapper found in the Galaxy S7, as well as 
the same aperture, sensor size, pixel size 
and focal length. That’s no bad thing, 
though, as it’s an excellent camera setup 
and with enhancements in image 
processing under the hood the Galaxy S8 
can once again claim to have one of the best 
smartphone snappers around.

etween our three flagship 
phones, we’re looking at a heady 
mix of eight cameras in total. The 
Galaxy S8 has one on the front 
and one on the rear, while both 

the LG G6 and Huawei P10 double down on 
the back with dual-camera offerings - along 
with single selfie snappers above their 
respective displays. 

Huawei’s party piece is the fact its 
cameras have been co-engineered with 
camera giant Leica, giving the P10 some 
serious photography pedigree. It’s also 
approached the dual camera setup in a novel 
way, with a colour RGB sensor alongside a 
Monochrome (black and white) option. The 
two work in tandem, with the monochrome 
sensor capable of sucking in more light than 
its coloured counterpart, and thus producing 
brighter images - especially useful when 
snapping in low light.

If you’re feeling particularly moody, 
though, you can opt to use just the mono 
camera for some stunning black and white 
shots. The LG G6 opts for a different take 
with its dual camera offering by pairing a 
standard 13MP sensor with a 13MP wide 
angle lens. Unlike the P10, you use the two 

B

Not your standard smartphone  
snappers, these cameras are special
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Don’t be fooled by the weak-sounding 12MP sensor, because the S8’s rear 
camera is top-tier, and there’s plenty of magic hiding beneath the hood

   The Galaxy S8 carries on the good  
work of  the superb snapper found in its 
predecessor, proving it still has the best  
all-rounder on the market 

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8
Test 02 winner

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8

WW W.T3INDIA.COM

State of the Art

LOW LIGHT SHOOTING

The test

THE SAMSUNG GALAXY S8 WAS A CONSISTENTLY STRONG PERFORMER IN OUR 
LOW LIGHT TESTS, SUCKING IN AN INCREDIBLE AMOUNT OF LIGHT TO 

BRIGHTEN AREAS IN EVERY PICTURE TO UNBELIEVABLE LEVELS.



MERELY MEGAPIXELS
It’s not always a numbers game with 
cameras, as more doesn’t always mean 
better

 Megapixels are important,  
but it’s each pixel’s 
individual size – and thus 
the number of photons they 
tend to collect – rather than 
the number of them crammed 
into your phone’s camera that 
makes the difference. In 
terms of numbers , the Huawei 
P10 leads the way with a 20MP 

and 12MP combo on the rear,  
while the LG G6 gives you  
two 13MP snappers on the back. 
The Galaxy S8 keeps its rear 
camera low with a modest 12MP 
offering, but it has the largest 
pixel size at 1.4μm, allowing  
it to suck in more light which 
helps when shooting in darker 
situations.

The P10’s dual cameras consist of one RGB and one specialised monochrome 
sensor which work in tandem, combining for brilliantly bright shots

The rear cameras of the G6 work independently, with one giving you  
a wide-angle view and the other offering up a more standard shot

LG G6 HUAWEI P10
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LOW LIGHT SHOOTING

The test

THE LG G6 WAS THE POOREST PERFORMER IN OUR LOW LIGHT TESTS,  
WITH THE 13MP STANDARD SENSOR STRUGGLING TO MATCH UP TO ITS  

RIVALS IN BOTH CLARITY AND BRIGHTNESS.

LOW LIGHT SHOOTING

The test

YOU CAN REALLY APPRECIATE THE HARMONY OF THE COLOUR AND  
MONOCHROME CAMERAS ON THE REAR OF THE P10 WITH BEAUTIFULLY  

BRIGHT SHOTS IN CHALLENGINGLY DIM SITUATIONS.
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TEST 03:

Do our flighty flagships have the 
stamina of true thoroughbreds?
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You’ll comfortably get  
a day’s use from a single 
charge of the battery
smaller screen than the G6 and a bigger 
battery than the S8, the P10 should 
theoretically perform nicely (or slowly, should 
we say) when it comes to battery expenditure. 
Sadly though, it doesn’t excel and ends up on 
par with the others with a day’s use from a 
single charge.

The power king, however, is the Galaxy S8, 
with Samsung’s own octa-core Exynos 8895 
chipset backed up with 4GB of RAM that  
keeps everything ticking over nicely. Running 
the S8 through our benchmark tests, it didn’t 
just beat the two other phones, it racked up a 
score higher than any phone we’ve laid our 
hands on… ever. All that power, coupled with 
the huge display,  also makes the S8 an 
excellent VR machine. We didn’t expect it to 
last long – with the smallest power pack  
and the biggest screen we feared somewhat  
for the battery life, but again it’ll last you a day 
on a single charge.

ashing looks and a stellar camera 
don’t make a fully fledged flagship 
- the best smartphones around also 
need to have enough raw, 
unfettered grunt under the hood  

to strike fear into the engines of a F1 car, and  
a battery that can keep going lap after lap.

The LG G6 comes equipped with a quad-
core Snapdragon 821 chipset and 4GB of  
RAM, which is a decent slug of power - but  
the chip is not the latest version. The newest 
Snapdragon is the 835, which can be found  
in the likes of the Sony Xperia XZ Premium, 
and thus the G6 is immediately at a muscle 
disadvantage. It has the weakest pure 
performance of the three, as shown by our 
benchmarking tests. It does claw back some 
self respect by boasting the largest battery of 
the trio, at 3,300mAh, comfortably giving you 
a day of usage from a single charge.

Meanwhile the Huawei P10 fares better  
in the power department, with the firm’s 
in-house developed octa-core Kirin 960 
chipset paired with 4GB of RAM - giving you 
more than enough power for anything you’d 
want to do on your smartphone. With a 

D

In the US, the Galaxy S8 is powered by the latest Snapdragon 835 chip  
rather than Samsung’s own Exynos 8895 under the hood

 It’s the most powerful phone, makes 
mincemeat of anything you throw at it,  
and even with its small battery and huge 
display it lasts on and on

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8
Test 03 winner

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8

State of the Art

PERFORMANCE

90 MINUTE HD VIDEO DRAIN

The test

WE RAN A 90 MINUTE HD VIDEO AT FULL BRIGHTNESS ON THE PHONES  
AND THE S8 LOST 23% OF BATTERY – NOT A GREAT RESULT, BUT IT DOES 

OFFER THE BRIGHTEST SCREEN HERE.
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The LG G6 has the biggest battery on test at a capacious 3,300mAh, but  
unlike those of its predecessors this power pack can’t be easily removed

The P10 should easily last you a full day on a single charge, with only  
heavy users and hardcore gamers requiring a brief top up before bed

HOW MUCH YOU BENCH?
Turns out, for these phones, it’s 
rather a lot

 If these three flagships 
were regular gym goers, they’d 
be the muscular gorillas 
prowling around the free 
weights, tight vest tops 
straining under the size of 
their glistening pectorals. 
Taking the handsets through 
the punishing trials of 
Geekbench 4 – a veritable 

multi-gym of phone workouts which 
runs a comprehensive set of tests 
to gauge performance - the Galaxy 
S8 came out on tops with a 
hitherto unheard of score of 
6,630. The P10 was second place 
with a still very impressive 
6,464, and the G6 slid into third 
with 4,307 – but less power, here, 
means more battery.

LG G6 HUAWEI P10

 State of the Art 
ANDROID FLAGSHIP PHONES

90 MINUTE HD VIDEO DRAIN

The test

ALL THREE PHONES WERE CONNECTED TO THE SAME WI-FI NETWORK,  
WITH ACCOUNTS SYNCING IN THE BACKGROUND, AND THE G6 DROPPED BY  

JUST 19% – PUTTING IT TOP OF OUR ENDURANCE TEST.

90 MINUTE HD VIDEO DRAIN

The test

IN THE SAME TEST – BRIGHTNESS AT MAX AND WI-FI SWITCHED ON – THE P10 
LOST 22%, WHICH IS A GREAT PERFORMANCE AS IT’LL THEORETICALLY LAST 

YOU SEVERAL MOVIES BEFORE REQUIRING A TOP UP.



SIX APPS TO DOWNLOAD TO GET THE MOST FROM YOUR FLAGSHIP
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T3 RATES: Wide angle second 
camera is useful; premium 
metal build is striking.
T3 SLATES: Lacks a real 
standout feature to get 
excited about.
T3 SAYS: A big-screened 
flagship with enough power 
and a decent enough spec 
sheet – but you can do 
better.

T3 RATES: Compact design  
for one-handed use; clever 
dual cameras; the cheapest 
phone here.
T3 SLATES: Small screen is 
only Full HD; battery life 
should be better than it is.
T3 SAYS: A solid flagship  
for those looking for  
a compact offering.

2nd Huawei P10
Price: approx. ̀ 45,018

URL: consumer.huawei.com/in

3rd LG G6
Price: ̀ 51,600

URL: lg.com/in

01 SNAPSEED
You’ll take excellent photos  
with our three flagships, but  
you can make them even 
better. Snapseed gives you a 
huge array of features to 
tweak and filter your shots, 
producing jaw-dropping 
results.

02 LAYOUT FROM 
INSTAGRAM: COLLAGE
Layout gives you a quick and 
easy way to create collages  
with your photos, enabling 
you to put some of your 
favourite snaps into one 

images - perfect for sharing 
on the likes of Instagram and 
Twitter.

03 CARDBOARD
Take an adventure to  
outer space, dive to the 
depths of the ocean,  
or visit a wonder of the  
world - all from the luxury  
of your living room. Google’s 
Cardboard app offers up  
a range of well-appointed 
virtual reality experiences 
which look great on the 
high-definition displays  
of our phones. 

04 SPOTIFY
We love music, and Spotify is 
one of our favourite apps to 
enjoy it. The streaming service 
gives you instant access to 
millions of songs, all stored in 
the cloud, which gives you 
more space on your new 
smartphone for apps, games, 
movies and photos.

05 REAL RACING 3
If you really want to put the 
power in these flagships to the 
test, download Real Racing 3. 
Be warned, it’ll take up a chunk 
of storage, but luckily our 

phones have plenty of 
space, and you won’t be 
disappointed with the 
smooth gameplay and 
eye-popping graphics.

06 NETFLIX
Make the most of the 
stunning display on your 
flagship phone with Netflix’s 
vast catalogue of movies 
and TV shows. Movies look 
even better on the Galaxy 
S8 and LG G6, as their tight 
18:9 aspect ratios are 
perfect for the letterbox 
format.

T3 RATES: The Infinity  
Display is absolutely 
stunning, and the S8 looks 
like no other smartphone on 
the market; we also love 
the power at our fingertips 
and the strong camera.
T3 SLATES: The only issues 
with the S8 are some flakey 
biometrics – they’re great 
when they work, but it’s  
not every time; we’d  

have liked a slightly  
bigger battery too.
T3 SAYS: The Samsung 
Galaxy S8 is the best 
phone you can buy right 
now, packed with power and 
features, wrapped up in a 
stunning design. You have 
to pay for the privilege, 
but you won’t be let down.

The overall 
winner is…

State of the Art

1st Samsung Galaxy S8 
Price: ̀ 57,900 URL: samsung.com/in
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essential
Galaxy S8  
add-ons
A flagship phone deserves flagship accessories 
– take our favourite even further with these 
must-have extras

1SAMSUNG GEAR VR
Grab yourself a Samsung Gear VR and 
experience the incredible world of 

virtual reality. The Gear VR gives you 
on-headset controls and a head strap so you 
don’t have to hold it with your hands.

samsung.com

2SAMSUNG GALAXY S8 
KEYBOARD COVER
If you were a fan of BlackBerry  

handsets back in the day, this cover for  
the S8 will likely appeal. It gives you a full 
QWERTY keyboard on your device and proper  
rear protection, while also keeping a sizable 
chunk of the screen on display.
shop.samsung.com

3SAMSUNG FAST 
CHARGING WIRELESS 
STAND

Plugging in your phone to charge is old news. 
Wireless charging is the future, and this pad 
will not only charge your S8 without have to 
plug the phone in - it’ll also do it quickly.
samsung.com

4SAMSUNG GALAXY  
S8 CLEAR COVER
 A glass smartphone looks great, but 

they can be difficult to grip. Many cases cover 
up the premium design, but this clear cover 
ensures the futuristic looks of the S8 are still on 
show, while also preventing the shiny back 
from getting scratched.
shop.samsung.com

5 
DJI OSMO MOBILE
The Galaxy S8 shoots 4K video, and  
you can make your footage even 

smoother and get better angles by using a  
gimbal. The Osmo Mobile is easy to use, has 
controls so you don’t need to tap the screen and 
works with a variety of mounts. 
dji.com 

02

05

01

04

03



Our five awards

OUR MISSION IS TO BRING YOU THE CLEAREST 
RECOMMENDATIONS WE CAN – AND THAT MEANS 
A GREAT DEAL OF HARD WORK HAPPENS BEFORE 
A PRODUCT EVEN REACHES OUR PAGES!

Because we only feature products the T3 team 
would happily use ourselves, we end up discarding a 
significant number of options in each category before 
settling on a final shortlist to review. In this respect, T3 
Select does exactly what it says on the tin, picking 

only the best of the best to test; the gear we 
know you’ll want to seriously consider 
purchasing and come away with clarity on 
which one is the best in its category or for a 
specific task.

It goes without saying that every product in 
T3 Select has been thoroughly tested by our 
team of experts, enabling you to buy with total 
confidence.

Awarded to products that 
are energy-efficient 
or help to protect the 
natural environment

For kit that demonstrates 
exceptional industrial 

design and refinement, in 
addition to being great

This accolade and others 
like it show you which 

gear is best for specific 
features or tasks

This is given to winners 
of our group tests, so 

you can see exactly which 
is the best at a glance

Only the best products 
– those that score five 
stars – receive our 

coveted Platinum Award

EXPERT REVIEWS AND RECOMMENDATIONS 
TO HELP YOU BUY WITH CONFIDENCE  

The scores
explained

Forget it

Below average

Good for the price

Very good all round

An exceptional, 
best-in- class product

070 Samsung Galaxy S8/S8+ 

073 BenQ W1210ST

074 Apple iPad 5th Gen

076 Netgear Orbi

077 Micromax Dual 5

078 Amazon Fire TV Stick

079 Acer Aspire VX 15

REVIEWED IN DEPTH 
THIS MONTH...ISSUE 23/     

JUNE 2017
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flagship phone launch is 
important to every 
company but this time, it’s 
more so for Samsung. The 

Galaxy S8 and Galaxy S8+ are the 
first flagship devices after Samsung 
recalled its Galaxy Note7 smartphone 
last year. But are the devices great 
enough to prove Samsung’s point 
that it is still the number one Android 
manufacturer? Read on.

Let’s get this straight: the Galaxy 
S8 and Galaxy S8+ are beautifully 

Samsung Galaxy S8 & Galaxy S8+
TO INFINITY AND BEYOND...

A

designed phones. Last year’s Galaxy 
S7 edge was a stunner in its own right 
but Samsung has clearly outdone 
itself. Interestingly, Samsung has gone 
with curved displays for both the 
variants unlike what the brand did 
with the Galaxy S6 and Galaxy S7 
series. There are other changes as 
well. For instance, the bezel-less 
screen takes up literally the whole 
front, which means a physical home 
button with integrated fingerprint 
sensor has been given a miss. Instead, 
Samsung has put the home button 
under the screen and the fingerprint 
sensor has been moved to the back. 
The placement of the fingerprint 
reader is adjacent to the camera 
sensor, which in our opinion, is rather 
odd and increases the chances for the 
fingers to touch the camera glass 
inadvertently. The glass back looks 
pretty good but make sure you have a 
handy cloth with you at all times, 
because it is a fingerprint magnet. 

As for the button and port 
placements, the right side hosts the 
power button whereas the left 
features the volume buttons along 
with the dedicated Bixby button. The 

top side features the Dual SIM hybrid 
slot while the bottom side sports a the 
3.5mm headphone jack, USB Type-C 
port and loudspeaker. There’s also an 
iris scanner placed on the front. Oh, 
and the phones’ retain the IP68 
certification so that you can dunk 
them in water in 1.5m for up to 30 
minutes. 

When it comes to the size, both 
Galaxy S8 and Galaxy S8+ are taller 
but narrower, which ensures a good 
grip. The Galaxy S8, we feel, has the 
perfect size while the Galaxy S8+ is 
manageable, but would require both 
the hands for regular use.

In short, Samsung should be proud 
of these two new lookers in its 
repertoire. The brand has certainly set 
a benchmark for other smartphone 
makers when it comes to design.

INFINITY MAGIC
The Galaxy S8 and the Galaxy S8+ 
screens are known as Infinity Display 
and all it takes is one look at them to 
know why they are called so. The 
5.8-inch screen on the Galaxy S8 and 
6.2-inch Galaxy S8+ virtually take up 
the front area entirely (barring the top 

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE Galaxy S8: `57,900, S8+: 
` 64,900 URL samsung.com/in 
DIMENSIONS Galaxy S8: 148.9x68.1x8.0 
mm, S8+: 159.5x73.4x8.1 mm  WEIGHT 
Galaxy S8: 155g, S8+: 173g DISPLAY 
Galaxy S8: 5.8-inch Super AMOLED, 
S8+: 6.2-inch Super AMOLED 
RESOLUTION Quad HD+ (2960x1440) 
CPU Exynos 8895 octa-core RAM 
4GB LPDDR4 STORAGE 64GB internal, 
microSD card support up to 256GB 
DUAL SIM Yes (Hybrid slot) WATER 
RESISTANT Yes (IP68) CAMERA Dual 
Pixel f/1.7 12MP (rear), f/1.7 
8MP (front) OS Android 7 (Nougat) 
BATTERY Galaxy S8: 3000mAh,  
S8+ 3500mAh

REVIEW

Words Kunal Gangar
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and bottom bezel), giving y  
all-screen illusion. It’s a Sup  
AMOLED panel with both ph  
supporting up to Quad HD+ 
resolution (2960x1440). Intere  
the default resolution of the dis y  
Full HD+ (2220x1080) but can b  
easily tweaked in the display men  
The colours are vivid, as is typicall  
the case with OLED panels, with th  
option to adjust colour temperature  
sharpness and saturation. Our unit 
did not face the red tint issue – a 
recent software update has added a 
bit more colour customisation to take 
care of that. Other display 
adjustments include the option to 
activate or deactivate the blue light 
filter and the ability to run apps in full 
screen. Do note though, not all apps 
and games will work full screen.

SO C  
SO
T y y

 
H , f , 

E y h h h  
 

E y h h
s p fficient 
p proved battery 
f  to last year’s 14nm 

p sor found in the Galaxy  
S7 series. 

Coupled with 4GB RAM, the 
phones work smooth as butter. They 
run Android 7 Nougat and are based 
on new UI dubbed Samsung 
Experience. While you’d see some 
nuances of TouchWiz, as a whole, the 
new interface is cleaner and faster. 
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Th  d d d  h  b  
r  f p  downward 

l h  app drawer. The 
d ls and edge lighting stay 

b  edge feeds that used to reveal 
content in a locked state have been 
shown the door in the Galaxy  
S8 series. 

There are other software 
enhancements like Game mode, 
One-handed mode, Multi-window 
mode and Panic mode, which, on 
pressing the power key three times, 
calls India’s emergency service 
number, 112,. However, the inclusion 
of Panic mode has necessitated the 
removal of the handy quick camera 
access found on global variants.

The Galaxy S8 and Galaxy S8+ 
also support Samsung Pay in India, 
which allows users to transact through 

SAMSUNG 
WIRELESS 
CHARGER 

 Lose those pesky 
wires in favour of 
the wireless charger 
from Samsung. It 

charges the Galaxy S8/S8+ wirelessly and 
can go from 0 to 100 in about 2.5 hours.  
samsung.com

STUFFCOOL 
CARAFI

 Although the 
Galaxy S8 and S8+ 
are pretty to look 
at, Stuffcool’s Carafi 
elevates its style 

and at the same time gives the phone’s 
glassy back, a much needed grip.
stuffcool.com

SAMSUNG DEX
 Transform your 

Galaxy S8 phone 
to a full-fledged PC 
with DeX. Just dock 
the phone and you 
can use compatible 

apps on a large-sized display. DeX is 
currently compatible with Galaxy S8 
and Galaxy S8+   shop.samsung.com

RECOMMENDED ACCESSORIES

g you an 
per
phones 

restingly, 
splay is 
be 
enu. 

lly 
he 
e,

SOLID HARDWARE, CLEANER 
SOFTWARE
The Galaxy S8 and the Galaxy S8+ 
come with two different processors. 
However, for the Indian market, 
Samsung sells both the variants with 
Exynos chip. The new phones are 
equipped with Samsung’s latest 10nm 
Exynos 8895 processor, which in 
simple words, means more efficie
performance and improved
life compared to las
processor fo
S7 s

The dedicated app icon has been 
removed for an upward or do
swipe to reveal the app
edge panels and
but edge
c

SAMSUNG GALAXY S8 & GALAXY S8+
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a credit card, debit card, Paytm or 
even UPI.

In terms of security, the phones  
are equipped with an oddly placed 
fingerprint sensor at the back and an 
iris scanner at the front. The 
fingerprint sensor works with amazing 
accuracy but the iris scanner is more 
about luck. While we had the phones 
for testing, it wasn’t often that they 
were able to detect our iris, despite 
trying to unlock in well-lit areas. Face 
recognition is fairly accurate and has 
better chances of working than the 
embedded iris scanner. 

The Always-On display has got 
some improvements as well. In 
addition to showing off the time, 
notifications and calendar, Always-On 
display now supports FaceWidgets 
that give quick access to music 
controls, today’s schedule and alarm.

The Galaxy S8 and Galaxy S8+ also 
come with Bixby, Samsung’s new 
virtual assistant, which can be 
activated with a press of a dedicated 
button on the phone. Bixby collates 
information, just like Google Now, and 
shows everything in one place, such 
as today’s schedule, Samsung Health 
info, apps and lots more. The display 
cards and other information vary 
according to the use of the phone and 
the location. Currently, Bixby is in its 
nascent stage with limited 
functionality. The phones also have 

something known as Bixby Vision, 
which makes use of the camera to 
intelligently detect and suggest 
further action. For instance, pointing 
the camera to a QR code will reveal 
the code. The detection is generally 
fast but relies on an internet 
connection.

Both phones come with a 12MP 
f/1.7 at the rear and an upgraded 8MP 
f/1.7 on the front. Just like its 
predecessor, the Galaxy S8 series 
takes some great pictures with fast 
focus, good colour balance and 
sharpness. The phones also come 
with additional modes like Pro – to 
give extra control over the picture 
– Food, Hyperlapse, Slow motion, 
Panorama, Selective focus and Virtual 
Shot. You can download more from 
Samsung’s app store. The camera 
app has also added a variety of live 
filters and stickers that can be used in 
real time.

The Galaxy S8 and Galaxy S8+ 
feature 3000mAh and 3500mAh 
battery respectively and going just by 
the capacity, it’s safe to say that 
Galaxy S8+ offers better battery life. 
In our regular use, the Galaxy S8 
offered about 10-12 hours of battery 
life on a single charge, whereas 
Galaxy S8+ crossed 17-18 hours with 
ease. Both phones were subjected to 
moderate to heavy use, from 
watching videos and web surfing to 

T3 SAYS The Galaxy S8 series is 
the best Android flagship  with 
impressive design, camera and 
performance 
T3 RATES Design, Camera
T3 SLATES Battery life in 
Galaxy S8, fingerprint magnet

Galaxy S8

Galaxy S8+

attending calls and playing music. 
Both phones support fast as well as 
wireless charging but there’s no 
improvement in the charging time 
when compared to Galaxy S7 series. 

WORTH THE SPEND? 
Everything boils down to one 
question – is it worth it? That actually 
depends. Both Galaxy S8 and Galaxy 
S8+ are great phones, no doubt, but 
there’s not much of an incentive if 
you’re  upgrading from the Galaxy S7 
series. If you’re coming from Galaxy 
S6, however, or crossing over from a 
competitive brand, you’ll love what 
Galaxy S8 and Galaxy S8+ have to 
offer. The camera, overall 
performance are great and that 
display, well, that’s a guaranteed 
head-turner. 

REVIEW
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hen considering one’s 
gaming setup, projectors 
won’t instantly spring to 
mind, but if you’re  

in the market to expand your home 
cinema set-up then there’s no harm 
in getting a projector that stands up 
well for a spot of Call Of Duty.
The problem manufacturers face is 
that modern games tend to focus on 
online play where latency can prevent 
a level playing field. This is where 
BenQ is raising the stakes by 
providing a low-latency viewing 
experience – there’s no delay on 
getting visuals up in front of you, so 
your Overwatch performance isn’t 
hindered. It’s a smart piece of kit that 
sensibly steers away from 
conventional gaming hardware 
design. Rather than black plastic and 
coloured neon LEDs, the excitingly 
named W1210ST is presented in a 
smart white/silver styling. 

As you’d expect, getting started 

BenQ W1210ST
TAKE PLAYING ON THE BIG SCREEN TO THE NEXT  
LEVEL WITH BENQ’S NEW GAMING PROJECTOR

means you’ll need to position or 
mount the projector in the usual 
manner, with front or rear projection 
and upright or upside down 
orientations supported to suit your 
needs. Once turned on it offers up a 
useful on-screen guide that makes 
installation hassle-free. 

Projection scale ratio is 
impressive, as the W1210ST will 
throw up a massive ten foot (3m) 
display when placed 2-3 meters 
from a surface, and BenQ states 
that it requires a distance of only 
1.8m to project a 100-inch (2.5m) 
image. It’s bright, but doesn’t 
sacrifice colour depth; tones are 
richly saturated. The SmartEco 
mode automatically adjusts lamp 
brightness based on the displayed 
image, resulting in richer blacks and 
contrast.

With a 60Hz refresh rate and no 
evident input lag, it all stacks up to 
fluid 1080p gaming.  

REVIEW

W

`1,25,000, benq.com

T3 SAYS Gaming on this 
scale won’t dissapoint, as 
the W1210ST will make you 
feel front and centre and 
in the thick of the action, 
and it doubles up as a 
solid home cinema 
projector.
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his iPad is the most exciting 
boring update to a product 
we’ve ever seen. It replaces  
the iPad Air 2 at the 

lower-price end of Apple’s 9.7-inch 
tablet range, and doesn’t include any 
new tricks, features we’ve never seen 
before, or anything like that. What it 
does is take T3’s number one tablet, 
make it a little bit faster, a little bit 
cheaper, and give it even better 
battery life. It’s more of the same, and 
when the same sits at the top of our  
Elite list, we’re good with that. 

These upgrades come with a 
surprising downside: it’s thicker and 
heavier than the iPad Air 2. It’s pretty 
weird to see Apple add bulk to a 
product, but this iPad is the same 469g 
weight and 7.5mm thickness of the 
original iPad Air. That’s a weight 
increase of just  
32g, and a more noticeable 1.4mm 
thickness. While we admit to being 
kind of obsessed with our tech 
being the smallest, thinnest designs 

Apple iPad (5th-gen)
APPLE’S TABLET LOOKS BACK TO GO FORWARD, WITH NEW COMPONENTS IN AN 
OLDER CHASSIS – BUT A SOLID PRICE CUT KEEPS IT THE IDEAL TABLET

T
possible, even we have to admit  
that this is… fine, really.

So that’s the one really obvious 
downside, and even that comes  
with a bonus, in that this has a bigger 
battery than the Air 2 – and, in fact, 
bigger than the 9.7-inch iPad Pro. 
Which is especially interesting when 
you pair it with the new processor, 
which is an Apple A9, as seen in the 
iPhone 6s. It’s not, you’ll note, the 
beefier upgraded A9X version, which  
is what the iPad Pro models run.

LITTLE AND LARGE
This means you’ve got a power-sipping 
phone processor paired with a battery 
nearly five times larger. The main 
power draw on a tablet is the screen, 
and the iPad 5th-gen (as Apple is 
calling it, apparently pretending that 
the Airs didn’t happen, a bit like when 
Superman Returns just skipped over 
the existence of Superman III and IV – 
except the Airs were actually good) 
has a slightly brighter screen than the 

Air 2, so you’ll still get around the 
standard 10-12 hours of use from it, as 
you do from other iPads. But in our 
tests, it does work out as one of the 
longest-lasting tablets around. It’s 
good for 12-13 hours of video at 
mid-level brightness, and nearly as 
much from regular light use such  
as emailing and browsing the web. We 
think only the iPad mini 4 was  
as good for battery life, and that  
had a much smaller screen. Obviously, 
games or other really intensive tasks 
lower the figures a lot – more like six to 
seven hours. The difference over an 
iPad Pro isn’t transformative, but it can 
mean an extra hour of use in some 
cases. 

The A9 processor is a good step 
forward from the A8X in the iPad  
Air 2, despite being a phone chip 
rather than a dedicated tablet one. It’s 
a dual-core unit and, while it’s slower 
than the iPhone 7’s A10 chip, it’s more 
than fast enough for everything you 
probably want to do with a `28,900 

REVIEW

ABOVE The new 
iPad supports iOS 
10’s best tablet 
features, including 
Split View for apps
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APPLE IPAD (5TH-GEN)

tablet. Apps don’t hang, web browsing 
is fast, everything is totally fluid, and it 
wakes instantly from sleep. It’s only 
carrying a slight 2GB of RAM, but with 
the way iOS manages apps, this 
doesn’t really get in the way, or slow 
things down the way it might on a 
laptop or Windows hybrid. If you want 
to create or edit an 8K image, then 
you’ll want something more well 
endowed – the Pro, the Galaxy Tab S3, 
or just a laptop. 

SCREEN STARS
The screen is 9.7 inches across, with a 
resolution of 2048 x 1536 – pretty 
much what you expect from an iPad. 
There’s nothing fancy about the 
screen – you don’t get the wide colour 
gamut or TrueTone display of the iPad 
Pro, or HDR support like the Galaxy 
Tab S3. It’s more like the Tab S2 (which 
is about the same price). It’s just a 
beautiful, detailed, bright screen that 
we have no complaints about for  
the cost.

We mentioned the Tab S2, and 

Samsung’s last-gen tablet is really 
the main competition for this iPad. 
They’re both a little over iPad’s price, 
at the same size, with nearly identical 
displays. The Tab S2 is noticeably 
thinner and lighter (by nearly 100g), 
but remains plasticky and less 
premium-feeling, with generally 
weaker battery life. More than that, 
though, with an iPad you get access 
to the App Store, with its superior 
suite of software compared to 
Android tablet offerings. The gulf 
between the two is nowhere near as 
large as it used to be, and for a lot of 
the uses you might find for this 
(Netflix, browsing photos, checking 
Facebook, checking Snopes to see if 
that wild conspiracy your uncle 
posted on Facebook is true…), the 
apps are much of a muchness across 
platforms. But the ecosystem on iPad 
has that extra spark of quality and 
creativity that has helped elevate the 
iPad to be our tablet of choice for 
so long. You also tend to get better 
support for new software features 
– or even hardware features, such as 
the Touch ID sensor, which can be 
trusted to keep your banking apps as 
safe as your notes about what to get 
your partner for their birthday. (And 
is just super-useful for unlocking the 
thing, or using Apple Pay in apps.) 
There are a few other minor 
disappointments to note: we’d love it 
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if the vastly improved speakers from 
the iPad Pro had made it over, and the 
camera is pretty lacklustre. All this 
might sound like we’re a bit down on 
the new iPad, but that’s only because 
its improvements aren’t the flashy 
kind. It’s exactly what we liked about 
the iPad before, but cheaper, faster, 
and it comes with 32GB of storage as 
standard, which is great for most 
people. Or you can get 128GB for 
an amazingly reasonable price.

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE From `28,900 URL apple.com STORAGE 32GB/128GB 
SCREEN 9.7-inch, 2048 x 1536 PROCESSOR Apple A9 
CONNECTIVITY Wi-Fi/Wi-Fi+4G, Bluetooth, Lightning 
connector, 3.5mm audio jack FEATURES Touch ID, 
8-megapixel rear camera, 1.2-megapixel front camera

ABOVE The Touch ID 
fingerprint sensor 
and camera position 
remain the same as 
on earlier models

T3 RATES Cheapest 9.7-inch iPad 
ever; faster than before; giant 
battery life; lovely screen; 
starts at 32GB.
T3 SLATES Thicker and a little 
heavier; no improvement to 
speakers; the usual iPad lack of 
expandability or connectivity.
T3 SAYS If you’re looking for a 
tablet to be your go-to video or 
web companion around the house, 
or for amusing kids, the latest 
iPad is T3’s number one pick. A 
great machine for a great price.
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t can become a task to 
have a good steady 
wireless connection in a 
large home. Repeaters 

seem to address this issue of 
coverage but it’s done at the 
expense of speed. Mesh networks 
seem to solve this problem, with 
Netgear’s Orbi coming to the party. 
This latest entrant expands coverage 
without loss of speed. 

Just like you have two separate 
kinds of hardware for a router and 
repeater, the Orbi also comes in a 
two-unit kit – a router and a satellite. 
However, unlike the boxy design that 
you’d find on a router, the Orbi units, 
both the router and the satellite, are 
elegantly designed and do not 

Netgear Orbi
SAY GOODBYE TO WIRELESS DEADSPOTS

resemble a conventional router. 
Four Gigabit Ethernet and USB 2.0 
ports along with the power and 
sync button are placed at the back 
whereas the status LED light is at  
the top. 

Setting up the Orbi router is 
easy. Orbi works with the existing 
router provided by your ISP or can 
be set up as the main router by 
following on-screen instructions on 
the downloadable app (available 
for both iOS and Android). The one 
satellite unit that is bundled in the 
sales package is pre-configured, 
making out-of-the-box setup and 
extending the wireless coverage 
very easy. 

Netgear says the Orbi router 
and a single satellite can easily 
cover an area of up to 4,000 
square feet and while the range 
may differ on a variety of factors 
for different users, in our test, we 
found Orbi to easily reach areas 
where even a range extender found 
it difficult to maintain a steady 
connection. 

Orbi uses a single SSID for both 
2.4GHz and 5GHz bands and 

supports 802.11ac with speeds of up 
to 3Gbps. Moreover, Orbi supports a 
Tri-band Wi-Fi mesh that dedicates 
1.7Gbps on 5GHz just to extend 
internet to satellites, thus enabling a 
smoother and uninterrupted 
throughput between the router and 
the satellites.

It also comes with features like 
IPv6 support, Dynamic DNS, port 
forwarding, parental controls and 
access point. Orbi auto updates the 
firmware to keep the router and 
satellite secure and supports 
wireless securities like WPS, 64/128 
bit WEP; WPA/WPA-2 PSK, WPA/
WPA-2 Enterprise.

The only barrier with Orbi is its 
high asking price. But if that’s 
something that is secondary to 
covering your whole home under the 
wireless blanket, Orbi is nifty, easy to 
manage and fast.  

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `32,500 URL netgear.com 
COMBINED WI-FI SPEED 3,000 Mbps 
(1733 + 866 + 400Mbps) WI-FI 
STANDARD 802.11ac BANDS 2.4GHz, 
5GHz MEMORY 4GB flash and 512MB 
RAM DEDICATED BACKHAUL 4x4 
(1.7Gbps) BEAMFORMING Yes GIGABIT 
ETHERNET PORTS Router: 1 WAN and 3 
LAN, Satellite: 4 LAN GUEST WI-FI 
SUPPORT Yes

REVIEW

Words Kunal Gangar

I

T3 SAYS Orbi is expensive 
but worth it if you don’t 
want to compromise on speed 
while extending wireless 
coverage
T3 RATES Performance, Design
T3 SLATE Price
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hings were quiet last year 
for Micromax but the 
Indian company is back 
this year with a feature 

packed Dual 5 that focuses on camera 
and security.

The Dual 5 is very well designed. Its 
slim and features an all-metal body 
with chamfered edges along with a 
curved back that gives a good grip. 
The ports and buttons are neatly 
placed across all sides whereas the 
fingerprint sensor is at the back, just 
below the dual cameras. In short, the 
Dual 5 is by far the best designed 
phone we’ve seen to come out from 
Micromax.

The phone features a 5.5-inch 
Super AMOLED display supporting 
Full HD resolution with 2.5D Corning 

Micromax Dual 5 
MICROMAX IS BACK FROM A HIATUS WITH A DUAL CAMERA PHONE

Gorilla Glass 3 protects the panel from 
scratches and accidental drops. The 
screen is vivid, as is the case with 
OLED panels and offers excellent 
viewing angles. It offers display 
customisation options to tweak 
saturation, colour temperature and 
contrast or select from preset options. 

Dual 5 is powered by Qualcomm’s 
Snapdragon 652 processor with 4GB 
RAM, which during our use, was 
decent enough to run latest apps and 
games without any fuss. The ample 
128GB internal storage and microSD 
card support (up to 128GB) ensures 
you can store content without having 
to worry running out of storage space. 
The phone runs on Android 
Marshmallow with a smooth UI and 
comes with lots of handy 
enhancements. It comes with ‘Freezer’ 
that allows to add seldom used apps 
along with security features. Speaking 
of security, Dual 5 also comes with a 
separate secure chip embedded 
inside the phone and has a 
SecureVault that stores all the 
important data, including the 
registered fingerprints. The phone 
also comes with Anti-Theft that locks 

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `24,990 URL micromaxinfo.
com WEIGHT 164g SCREEN 5.5-inches 
Super AMOLED RESOLUTION Full HD 
(1920x1080) CPU Snapdragon 652 
octa-core RAM 4GB OS Android 6 
STORAGE 128GB MICROSD CARD SUPPORT 
Yes CAMERA 13MP+13MP (rear), 13MP 
(front) DUAL SIM Yes (Hybrid slot) 
BATTERY 3200mAh QUICK CHARGE Yes

REVIEW

Words Kunal Gangar

T

T3 SAYS Good camera on a phone 
but needs some refinement on  
the software side
T3 RATES Design, camera
T3 SLATES Software

the phone on removal of SIM card and 
even clicks the picture of the person 
trying to unlock the device. 

If we were to nitpick, Micromax 
should have avoided some apps like 
Heat Source and Health Guard that do 
not add any real value. Another issue 
is the language that needs to be 
refined. 

There are two 13MP cameras at the 
back and they take some really good 
pictures. However, to take advantage 
of both the cameras, one needs to tap 
on the Dual mode. The phone also 
comes with lots of image/video 
modes, including one in 3D, 
monochrome and even anti-haze. 

3200mAh battery ensures a full 
day battery and fast charging with the 
inclusion of Quick Charge 3.0.

Overall, you wouldn’t find any 
major flaws in Dual 5 except for some 
work needed on the software side but 
the asking price makes it compete 
with some other devices that offer a 
good all-round performance.
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TV without a cable or a 
DTH connection is unheard 
of in India. However, with 
improved internet speeds 

and a variety of entertainment apps, 
cord cutting is not a distant dream 
anymore. But if you still were on the 
fence about forgoing your DTH 
connection, the Amazon Fire Stick 
makes that decision easier. The Fire TV 
Stick is a new device from Amazon that 
allows you to play content not only 
from Prime Video but also from other 
apps that you regularly use.

The Amazon Fire TV Stick is a 
device that competes directly with 
Google’s Chromecast but the way it 
allows users to consume content is a 
bit different. While Chromecast relies 
on casting or mirroring apps and 
videos from your smartphone or a 
tablet, the Fire TV Stick is a standalone 

Amazon Fire TV Stick
CORD CUTTERS, TAKE NOTE

device. It is equipped with a remote 
control, which means having a mobile 
device to enjoy the content on the 
big screen is not mandatory. That 
said, you can download the Fire TV 
app to transform the smartphone into 
a Fire TV Stick remote.

The UI is simple and segregates 
between home, movies, TV shows, 
apps and settings. Manoeuvring is 
easy with the remote control and in 
fact, it plays an important part in the 
overall Fire TV Stick user experience. 
It comes with a voice-search button 
that makes it easy to search for 
movies and TV shows. In our use, we 
found it to be good at picking up he 
Indian accent. You can also search 
the library based on actors, genre, 
etc. However, voice search is limited 
to English and Hindi for the time 
being and while Amazon claims the 
voice search can search through its 
own library and third-party apps, we 
found it was able to search only on 
YouTube. In short, searching for 
Daredevil, which is a Netflix exclusive, 
will not yield any result. This is, of 
course, a limitation due to the 
arrangement between Amazon and 
third-party apps but it’s cumbersome 

nonetheless. Another issue with the 
remote is no volume control.

In terms of streaming, the quality is 
top-notch, with the ability to stream in 
Full HD or HD without any issues. 
Supporting HEVC compression also 
helps to deliver high-quality videos on 
slower connections. 

For users with limited bandwidth, 
the device allows monitoring of 
monthly data usage and stops 
streaming if it passes a particular 
threshold. 

Fire TV Stick is a nifty little 
entertainment device that gives access 
to a lot of videos, audio apps and 
games. It also comes with a good voice 
search that makes content discovery 
faster. Sure, the exclusion of volume 
control is disappointing but it is 
certainly not a deal-breaker.   

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE Rs. 3,999 URL amazon.in 
DIMENSIONS 85.9x30x12.6 mm WEIGHT 
32g CPU MediaTek Quad-Core ARM 
1.3GHz RAM 1GB STORAGE 8GB VOICE 
SUPPORT Yes RESOLUTION OUTPUT 720p 
and 1080p up to 60fps APPS SUPPORT 
Yes

REVIEW

T3 SAYS Good device for your 
big screen with voice search 
T3 RATES Voice Search, UI
T3 SLATES No volume control, 
limited third-party search

Words Kunal Gangar
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tylish design and grunt 
to drive today’s games is 
the mantra for a gaming 
laptop and Acer seems 

to have delivered on the front with 
the new Aspire VX 15. While the 
brushed aluminium finish on the 
display lid along with a trapezoidal 
profile makes this a head-turner, the 
design is practical as well. The 2.5kg 
laptop has neatly placed dual fans 
at the back to keep the thermal 
temperature in check with the 
multiple ports, including HDMI, 
USB, card reader, Ethernet placed 
on either side. 

Acer is currently selling a single 

Acer Aspire VX 15 
ACER’S NEW GAMING LAPTOP FOR ‘ASPIRING’ GAMERS

SKU of the Aspire VX 15 that is 
powered by Intel’s Core i7 
processor clocked at 2.8GHz with 
8GB of DDR4 RAM and Nvidia 
GeForce GTX 1050. The GTX 10 
series is based on Nvidia’s Pascal 
architecture, which is power 
efficient and shows an 
improvement in graphics. In terms 
of storage, the notebook offers 1TB 
of hard-drive storage and 128GB of 
m.2 SSD storage. The laptop, as one 
would expect, is fast, responsive 
and has a capable GPU with 
dedicated 4GB memory, enabling a 
top-notch gaming experience. The 
display found on the Aspire VX 15 is 
a 15.6-inch IPS panel which offers 
up to 170-degree of viewing angle 
and supports Full HD (1920x1080 
pixel) resolution. 

Enhancing the gaming 
experience further is the keyboard 
and sound. Typing or gaming on the 
chiclet keyboard is fun and the 
iron-red backlit keyboard elevates 
the notebook’s oomph factor. In the 
sound department, the laptop is 
equipped with Acer TrueHarmony 
and Dolby Audio Premium that 

SPECIFICATIONS

PRICE `87,990 URL acer.com 
DIMENSIONS 389x265.5x28.9 mm 
WEIGHT 2.5kg RAM 8GB DDR4 GPU 4GB 
Nvidia GeForce GTX 1050 STORAGE 
1TB HDD, 128GB SSD OS Windows 
10 Home DISPLAY SIZE 15.6-inch 
RESOLUTION Full HD (1920x1080)  
WI-FI 802.11a/b/g/n/ac BLUETOOTH 
4.1 PORTS Gigabit Ethernet, 2xUSB 
3.0, USB 2.0, USB Type-C, HDMI SD 
CARD READER Yes BATTERY LIFE up  
to 6 hours 

REVIEW

Words Kunal Gangar

S

T3 SAYS Gaming laptop with 
good design and performance
T3 RATES Design, performance
T3 SLATES N/A

offers a home-theatre-quality 
virtual surround sound. 

Aspire VX 15 also boasts 
strategically placed stronger 
802.11ac antenna for better Wi-Fi 
reception; alternatively, you can 
use the integrated Gigabit Ethernet 
port. The laptop runs Windows 10 
OS and while many companies 
pre-load a lot of unnecessary 
software, the Aspire VX 15, in 
comparison, is much better. We 
could find two apps pre-installed 
on the device.

All in all, Aspire VX 15 has got 
the style and brawn to be a gaming 
laptop. It retails for `87,999.
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LONG-TERM TESTS

martphones have evolved into 
specialised devices, and 
Android platform, with its 
developer-friendly features, 

provides an ideal environment for 
innovators. CAT brand of mobile phones, 
part of Caterpillar group, is offered by 
Bullitt Mobile Ltd. The device is not an 
ordinary mobile phone and certainly not 
everyone’s cup of tea. The CAT S60’s main 
USP is a thermal imaging module 
incorporated along with the normal 
camera mode. The module is developed 
by FLIR systems, a leader in thermal 
imaging (In fact, the company derived its 
name from the acronym for Forward-
Looking Infrared).

If you are wondering about the utility of 
this phone, let us look at the other features 
of this device. The CAT S60 is rugged. It is 
waterproof up to a depth of 5 metres for 
an hour. It has a strengthened die cast 
frame and the company claims that it 
exceeds military specifications. The device 
is built to withstand a 1.8m drop and is 
IP68 and MIL-SPEC 810G certified, making 

S

CAT S60
it waterproof, dustproof and shockproof. 
The LCD is protected by a Corning Gorilla 
Glass 4 protective screen.  

But why do you need a thermal 
imaging system? Though this system has 
limited utility in pure photographic 
applications, it is quite useful if you are 
into electrical and electronic fields and 
such temperature-critical applications 
such as HVAC (Heating, Ventillation and 
Air Conditioning). It will also help you to 
detect animals and birds in the wild. It will 
find use in detecting heat loss around 
windows and doors, spotting moisture 
and missing insulation, identifying 
over-heating electrical appliances and 
circuitry and seeing in complete darkness. 
The camera measures heat and highlights 
temperature contrasts.

The CAT S60 features a dedicated SOS 
button, which can be programmed to 
send out message with location 
coordinates to pre-selected contacts in 
case of an emergency. The device also 
features a programmable button, which 
can be customized for short press and 

long press for quick launch of any 
application. In addition to the special 
features mentioned above, the S60 uses 
a 3800 mAh battery and has a 13 
megapixel main camera, which functions 
even as an underwater camera. The front 
camera is a 5 megapixel model. The 
device has dual 4G LTE enabled SIM 
slots. 

The S60 uses a Snapdragon 617 
octa-core processor and features 3GB 
RAM and 32GB internal memory, which 
is expandable up to 128GB with a micro 
SD card. The device runs on Android 
Marshmallow. The phone includes some 
very useful applications such as Hike 
(provides various tools and readings 
such as atmospheric pressure, altitude, 
coordinates, trip distance, compass, 
azimuth, weather information, flashlight 
and SOS button) and Speaker Dry (dries 
the speaker if the device is wet). The S60 
also has its own dedicated app store 
called App Toolbox, from which you can 
download various useful apps. The CAT 
S60 retails at an MRP of  `64,999. 

Words Sujith Gopinath
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LONG-TERM TESTS

n Indian shores, we rarely 
see high-end European 
brands hitting the 
market; the Indian mass 
market is almost totally 

Japanese with premium brands 
either originating from the US or at 
the most, the UK.  It was, therefore, 
nice to have Elac, a German 
manufacturer enter the T3 portals 
for a review of its system comprising 
a Bluetooth amplifier and speakers. 
A 90-year-old company, ELAC is 
primarily known for its speakers and 
turntables.

On the T3 India test bench this 
month were the Element series EA101 
EQ-G Integrated Amplifier and Debut 
B5 Bookshelf Speakers. The system 
comes without a CD player and can 
be operated only via Bluetooth 
Audio, USB input or by combining 
any optional CD player with the 
Amplifier line inputs. 

O

Elac Element Amplifier,  
B5 Speaker & S10 subwoofer

What we liked:  
Compact, well finished, 
good sound

What we didn’t like:
No CD player available, 
rather expensive.

A GERMAN-BRANDED AMPLIFIER AND SPEAKERS THAT OFFER HIGH-QUALITY SOUND
The Elac boasts of a continuous 

power output of 40x2 watts driven 
into two channels at 8 ohms. If you 
want a further bass kick, the Elac S10 
subwoofer is also available at 
`33,000.  Using the line output 
connected to an iPod, the sound 
produced was rich and mellow. The 
bass tended to be a bit on the 
harsher side but significant 
improvement was noticed if the 
speakers were put on isolated stands 
(which, by the way, are a mandatory 
purchase). Treble was reproduced 
accurately and sweetly.

The Amp did not come with a 
remote control, although one is 
available. You can instead use a free 
Android app to respond to your 
favourite infra-red remote control.

The combination of Amp and 
speaker produced a high- quality 
sound which almost touched the 
levels we have heard with Marantz 

equipment. At `69,900, the amplifier 
is a little expensive for what it offers. 
The speakers at `25,500 per pair are 
quite reasonable.

Look at the system if you don’t 
need a CD player and most of your 
music is either on an iPod, memory 
stick or a mobile device. 

Words H.S.Billimoria
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S E V EN HOT A PP S FOR …

A P P S  O F  T H E  M O N T H !

The no-frills free version just focuses on detecting 
android malware and can scan file formats 
beyond APKs. It is also light on resource usage.
Free; Google Play

The spartan interface might seem plain but its 
packed with useful tools like anti-theft, identity 
safeguard, blacklisting, remote lock and more.
Free ; App Store, Google Play

Completely free, Bitdefender doesn’t require any 
configuration and comes with a smart on-install 
scanner that checks all apps for suspicious activity. 
Free ; Google Play

This versatile security solution provides keeps the 
user informed when uninvited spyware, adware or 
anything unwanted tries to wreak havoc with your 
device. Free ;  App Store,  Google Play

Having one of the best detection rates with very 
low false positives, Sophos provides the ideal 
free solution with zero popups or adverts.
Free ;  Google Play

Have a look at some 
security solutions for 
your smartphone

 01  
AVL

 02  
AVIRA ANTIVIRUS 
SECURITY

 04 
BITDEFENDER 
ANTIVIRUS FREE

 06  
AVAST MOBILE  
SECURITY & ANTIVIRUS

 07  
SOPHOS FREE ANTIVIRUS 
AND SECURITY

APPS

`Free; App Store

The best podcast app out 
there just got even better 
with a major revision and 
jump to version 3. 
Playback settings can be 

accessed by swiping left or right, rather 
than having the controls hidden in the 
corners of the screen. The control  
to change the playback order has  
an explicit label, instead of a tiny 
triangular icon. And best of all, you can 
– at last! – create proper playlists. Before, 
the only option was for Smart Playlists, 

which added new episodes based on 
rules you set (such as adding every 
new episode from one playlist, and a 
handful from another). That was fine 
in some cases, but there was no way 
to make a playlist of cherry-picked 
episodes.

Now you can create a list of 
favorites that isn’t updated with every 
new episode. It’s a minor change,  
but so good. Our only gripe is that 
there’s no way to quickly add an 
episode to a playlist from the Now 
Playing screen, which would be great 
for playlist management on the go.
But with all the new interface changes 
– plus the app’s clever features such 
as silence shortening and voice 
boosts – it’s still the best podcast app 
out there.

SPEND TIME LISTENING TO 
PODCASTS? THEN THIS IS PURE 
PODCAST PERFECTION

Overcast
Featuring a comprehensive security suite 
backed by antivirus detection heurstics 
from a leading cybersecurity company, the 
premium version can be tried for 30 days.
Free ; App Store, Google Play

 03  
KASPERSKY ANTIVIRUS  
& SECURITY

App Store, Google Play 

ScreenPlay is a puzzler 
aimed at 9-to-11-year-olds, 
but despite its name, 
teaching your child the art 
of writing for the movie or 

TV business is not its aim.
Instead, making movies provides  

a fun backdrop and analogy for  
the game’s real objective: helping 
youngsters develop logic and 
algorithm-building skills that will  
help lay the foundations for learning 
to code, and prospering in math  
and other logic-based subjects.

The gentle progression through 
increasingly difficult levels makes  
the game straightforward to pick  
up. While the instructions are 
scant, most 9-to-11-year-olds, with 
a little help, will have no trouble.
Taking the role of director, your  
job is to instruct your actors and 
position them on set. You do this  
by sequencing instructions such 
as “walk” and “turn” through 
pressing the appropriate button. 
Starting points and objectives are 
clear for early on, but as the 
puzzles get harder, you’ll have to 
think carefully about how you 
order instructions.

A MISLEADING TITLE FOR  
AN EDUCATIONAL PUZZLER

SCREENPLAY

KEEPING YOUR 
DEVICE SECURE

Offering platform specific functions like 
integrating with Google Play to display alerts 
about an app before installing it, it can protect 
upto 5 devices. `599.00 onwards ; App 
Store, Google Play

 05 
NORTON SECURITY 
AND ANTIVIRUS

ABOVE Interface 
tweaks don’t sound 
exciting, but they 
make a great app 
near-perfect

ABOVE The coded 
isometric movement 
might remind older 
readers of Logo or 
even BigTrak
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GAMES

dying world ravaged by 
climate disasters, 
incurable diseases and 
overpopulation. The 

Surge is not a happy game and 
offers a grim dystopian vision of 
the future. The opening contains 
surprises that cleverly subvert 
tropes and when we finally control 
the protagonist Warren, everything 
has already gone to hell. 

All the odds are against you 
which is hammered from the get-go 
and should come as no surprise to 
Souls-veterans. Actions consume 
stamina so escaping by sprinting 
from a losing fight becomes a very 
tense affair. You will have to weigh 
each and every blow as even the 
most insignificant enemy can kill you 
in mere seconds.

Since Warren has been outfitted 
with a barebones exo suit, you’ll have 
to target various body parts for 
salvaging their gear to upgrade it 
and gain new weapons. This in itself 
becomes a huge meta-game of risk 
vs reward as you can either risk your 
life and tech scraps, the in-game 
currency, for a new item or attack 
their weak point to finish them off 
quickly. You’ll have to focus the 
brunt of your offense on that much 
vaunted armour piece otherwise it 
won’t get decapitated with an 

The Surge
DISMEMBER OR DIE

execution finisher.  
Dying isn’t just another affair of 

respawning at the nearest checkpoint 
but makes you lose tech scraps and if 
not fetched within 2 minutes, they are 
lost forever. After farming enough 
damaged parts and blueprints from 
enemies, the crafting mechanics come 
into play at the Ops Center. This is 
where the construction terminal is 
located for fabricating equipment and 
a medical bay. The latter deals with 
implants which provide stat boosts, 
bonus items or even a scrap locator.

 The game is extremely brutal and 
makes no bones about it. Various body 
organs and metallic parts flying about 
will be a common sight as will bloody 
stains adorning the environment. 
Sadly there isn’t enough variety in 
enemies and exploration feeling 

largely the same with some palette 
swaps. There are also only a handful of 
bosses with the first one being nothing 
more than a simple primer.

The story is told through a myriad 
of audio logs scattered and hinted at 
through graffiti as well as posters 
adorning the depressing walls. With a 
scant number of expositionary 
interactions and a protagonist serving 
as the player mouthpiece, we can’t 
help but wonder if a character creator 
would have been more personal.

The PC version performs very well 
with just about any decent 
specifications. Bumping the settings 
down even made it run on a laptop 
with basic configuration. Everything 
on view is bleak, downright oppressive 
and you will die a lot. And yet we can’t 
help but keep on playing it.  

`Price Varies ; PC, PS4, Xbox One

T3 Rates Excellent targeting 
system, responsive controls, 
sci-fi setting    
T3 Slates Lack of enemy variety, 
story is lacking, very few 
bosses, dull exploration 
T3 Says The Surge is the 
epitome of a diamond in the 
rough and we hope to see a 
sequel improving upon the weak 
points

A

ABOVE The game is definitely not 
for the squeamish

BELOW  Targeting various parts 
plays a key role in combat

BELOW It’ll 
take time and 
patience to get 
such high level 
armour

TOP The AI has 
its own ulterior 
motives
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SMACKDOWN

DESIGN 
Impressively thin and sturdy as it’s been built 
using a single block of aluminium. The silver 

slathered chassis keeps things slick.

FEATURES 
The fingerprint reader means you can securely login 
using Windows Hello. It even works on certain apps 
and MS Edge websites. The carbon fiber in the palm 

rest keeps things cool when under pressure.

DISPLAY 
The bordless InfinityEdge display is able to squeeze in a  

13” display into a 11” form factor making it a sight to behold.  
Oh, and the wide 170 degree viewing angle helps!

USABILITY 
A backlit keyboard and a precision touchpad  

mean that you can type and navigate away into  
the wee hours in pitch black darkness  

with remarkable accuracy.

PERFORMANCE 
    Sensible use of hardware and 

full HD resolution ensure that it won’t get  
outdated anytime soon and will be more than  

sufficient for basic tasks and some light gaming.

DESIGN 
Dapper as ever, Apple has rarely had a misstep in this  
category. The svelte look and solid build are further augmented 
by high precision design available in silver and grey. 

FEATURES 
The ever present macOS UI and iCloud storage need no   
introduction with some people swearing by it. The speakers  
with louder bass and more dynamic range won’t necessitate  
the use of external speakers, thankfully. 

DISPLAY  
After the near bezel-less Dell, this looks like a blast from  
the past. Although the higher 500nits screen brightness 
and wide colour P3 gamut are certainly welcome.

USABILITY 
The second-gen butterfly mechanism keyboard has 
improved tactility a bit but the low key travel still feels 
restrictive. The large trackpad with force touch is as  
intuitive as ever. 

PERFORMANCE 
Not only is the massive 2560x1600 native resolution 
overkill but the use of more than a year old hardware 
makes it trail the Dell by a bit. However, support for  
scaled resolutions is nice to have.

The new iteration of the popular 
XPS range makes some changes

Can a high-performing Apple  
keep the Dell at bay?

`1,08,990, WWW.DELL.COM/IN/ `1,29,900, WWW.APPLE.COM/IN/

A balance in everything makes 
Dell the winner.

Awesome looks can’t save it from 
ageing hardware.2nd

DELL XPS 13 Vs

1st

APPLE MACBOOK PRO

ULTIMATE LAPTOP FACE OFF
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T3 India as a magazine/ezine 
rightly focuses on products 
that are new and under 
development. This, of course, 
does not suggest or imply that 
everything old is bad and 
outdated. The pace at which 
technology moves, demands  
that we cover all product 
developments for our readers. 
In few cases, this means going 
back to the past. Look at the 

worldwide revival of 
turntables. Only 15 years  
ago, the turntable was 
consigned to the dustbin. 
Today, pressing plants are  
hard pressed to meet the 
demand. The area where retro 
is most in demand is music – 
both Western and Indian,  
and T3 India seeks to address  
this gap. We hope you enjoy 
this section.

Inside
086 Classic Artistes - Indian 

088 Classic Artistes - Western
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Retro KALYANJI ANANDJI

W W W.T3INDIA.COM

T3 India had the good 
fortune to meet the 

affable Anandjibhai, the 
younger brother of the 
Kalyanji Anandji duo.

Where did the talent for music 
come from in your family?
As a young boy, I once 
answered an examination 
paper by putting in  a slogan to 
free India.  Predictably, I failed 
that paper and along with that 
got a whack from my father.  
From a young age, I was 
fascinated by the arts.  Initially, 
however, I was interested in 
acting and actually acted as a 
child artist in films like Prahlad 
and Pundalik.  However, I 
realized I was too short to be a 
Hindi film hero and slowly 

Your connection with 
Manoj Kumar started with 
‘Himalay Ki God Mein’ and 
went on to providing music 
for his own films like 
‘Upkar’ and ‘Purab Aur 
Paschim’.  What led to the 
break of this association?
Well, as you know the music 
of all these films was very 
successful and when Manoj 
Kumar announced ‘Roti 
Kapda Aur Makan’, we had 
been announced as the 
music directors.  However, 
suddenly we found that 

Laxmikant Pyarelal had 
taken over.  We accepted 
this in a stoic manner and 
till today, have not asked 
Manoj Kumar why he 
switched.

Your association with 
Prakash Mehra started 
with ‘Haseena Maan 
Jayegi’  and ended with 
‘Jadugar’.
Many of the films included 
Amitabh Bachchan as the 
hero and were very 
successful at the box-
office. Prakash Mehra had a 
good ear for music and we 
had excellent tuning with 
him.  With the Bachchan 
era,  action came in to 
prominence and music 
receded in importance.  
However, we worked very 
hard and produced some 
memorable songs for both 
Prakash Mehra and 
Amitabh Bachchan.

Prakash Mehra had a 
partnership with Satyen Pal 
Chaudhary  and for movies 
which Satyen Pal 
Chaudhary produced (like 

KALYANJI 
ANANDJI

– The Gentlemen 
Composers 

Part II

Words  H. S. Billimoria

Virji Shah

Kalyanji Viju Shah

Dhiren
(Stock Market)

Devansh
(Percussionist)

Deepak
(Dandiya Shows)Anandji

Babla
Wife : Kanchan (died)

Navneet
(Plastic Retd)

Moujibhai
(Plastic factory & distributor)

gravitated towards 
composing music.  My elder 
brother, Kalyanjibhai used 
to play both the ‘been’ and 
the ‘claviolin’ and he 
actually played these 
instruments for the theme 
song of Nagin.  Initially, I 
assisted my brother but 
after Chhalia, Subash Desai, 
who was the producer saw 
both the brothers working 
hard and suggested a 
change in the name of music 
directors from Kalyanji Virji 
Shah to Kalyanji Anandji.

THE FAMILY TREE
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We both composed and 
gave a choice of songs 
to the producer.  In 
some cases, the 
producer selected 
Kalyanjibhai’s 
compositions and in 
other cases, my 
compositions. We  were 
very much like the 
Shankar Jaikishan duo 
where both Shankar and 
Jaikishan were equally 
competent and skilled.  
In the case of Laxmikant 
Pyarelal, Laxmikant was 
both composer and 
salesperson whereas 
Pyarelal remained in the 
background and made 
arrangements. They 
were our assistants for a 
long time. We were 
never insecure and that 
is why in films where 
they assisted us, you will 
find full credits given to 
them as assistant music 
directors.

Who was your favourite 
lyricist ?
In our time, we worked with 
many lyricists.  Indeevar and 
Anjaan were two lyricists 
with whom we worked 
most. Also Anand Bakshi.

As far as singers are 
concerned, you were 
responsible for giving a 
break to many newcomers.
Yes, artists like Kamal Barot, 
Runa Laila, Sadhana 
Sargam, Alka Yagnik, Sapna 

 How LP ‘lifted’ the Om Shanti Om number from Karz

Anandji’s son, Dinesh told us how this happened.  Babla, the 

younger bother of Kalyanji and Anandji, used to tour the world with 

his troupe and peform a number of shows abroad.  Whilst in the 

West Indies, Babla came across the Om Shanti Om tune performed 

by Lord Shorty.  He played it in Mumbai at a gathering where 

Laxmikant was present. The next thing was the appeareance of the 

tune in Karz under the musical direction of Laxmikant Pyarelal!

Rafi-Shankar 
Jaikishan Audio CD 
Vol 4 – May 2017
Owing to an error by the 
recording company, the 
first song in the CD was 
inadvertently replaced. 
Hence, instead of the song, 
Tumse achha kaun hai from 
Janwar, the title song from 
the film Tumse achha kaun 
hai  was included.  
T3 India regrets the error.

TOP FIVE KALYANJI 
ANANDJI SONGS 
SELECTED BY ANANDJI
Phool tumhe bheja hai khat me - 
Saraswatichandra  (1968)

Mere desh ki dharti – Upkar  (1967)

Naa sun sun sun bura – Priya  (1970)

Salaame ishq – Muqaddar Ka 
Shikandar  (1978)

Zindagi ka safar – Safar  (1970)

TOP FIVE KALYANJI 
ANANDJI FILMS 
SELECTED BY ANANDJI
Priya – 1970

Don - 1978

Safar - 1970

Purab Aur Paschim – 1971

Haath Ki Safai - 1974

Mukherjee, Udit Narayan 
and Kumar Sanu  trained 
with us and we consistently 
encouraged them to make 
the big time.  However, a lot 
depends on the producer. If 
he wants a Lata or a Rafi, 
then another singer will not 
suffice. As an example, we 
had recorded the ‘Wafa jo 
na ki to’ song in ‘Muqaddar 
Ka Sikandar’ in the voice of 
Hemlata.  However, both 
the producer and Rekha did 
not like the recorded song 
and therefore, we had to get 
Asha to re-record it.

You have also never 
clamoured for awards.  
A single Filmfare Award for 
‘Kora Kaagaz’ does no 
justice  to your talent.
We have never plugged for 
awards nor did we ever pay 
money to procure awards.  
Yes, for our musical tracks  
in ‘Jab Jab Phool Khile’, 
Muqaddar Ka Sikandar’  
and ‘Don’, we felt these 
deserved to be awarded  
but this was not  
to be.

Kalyanji Anandji  scored 
music for more than 250 
films till 1994. This must 
rank you amongst the top  
5 composers of all time.
Yes, but 40 films of ours are 
lying in the cans and have 
not been released.  So the 
music of these films is lying 
unheard and 
unappreciated. T3 India

Sharaabi and Namak Halal), 
he preferred to have Bappi 
Lahri as the music director.

Your association with 
Shashi Kapoor was also very 
long and fruitful . . .
Yes, in fact initially most 
Shashi Kapoor films had 
music composed by us, the 
most successful being ‘Jab 
Jab Phool Khile’.  We did a 
number of other movies with 
Shashi Kapoor including 
‘Raja Saab’,  ‘Haseena Maan 

Jayegi’ and so on.

You were also close to 
Gulshan Rai and his son 
Rajiv. . .
Yes, we started with 
Vidhaata and then went on 
with Tridev.  Viju Shah took 
over from us and was the 
music director of all of 
Rajiv’s films.

In your partnership with 
Kalyanjibhai, who was the 
composer?
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George Michael (original name  
Georgios Panayiotou) was an English 
singer, songwriter and producer 
with Greek genes. His father was a 
Greek-Cypriot restauranteur who had 
immigrated to the UK in the 1950s. His 
mother was English.

Michael teamed up with schoolmate 
Andrew Ridgeley to form the music duo 
WHAM. 1981 saw the release of their 
first album Fantastic which reached the 
Number One position in the UK charts.  
It was followed by Make it Big which 
spawned the single. The song reached 
the Number One position in the charts 
of over 20 countries. WHAM was also 

the first Western pop duo to perform 
in China in 1985. The partnership with  
Andrew Ridgeley, however, broke up in 
1985 after the release of their last single 
The Edge of Heaven.

On his own, Michael saw instant 
success with his first album Faith which 
released in 1987. The album was one of 
the finest pop albums of the 1980’s and 
saw 25 million in copy sales. ‘Faith’ was 
followed by Listen without Prejudice in 
1990. In 1995, Michael released his third 
solo album Older. A number of singles 
from this album hit the charts. In 1998, 
Ladies and Gentlemen : The Best of 
George Michael was released  

and this is the definitive album that 
Michael fans should possess. It is 
Michael’s best selling album ever.

In 2004, Michael released Patience 
which again spawned the hit single 
Amazing. In 2008, Twenty Five was 
released featuring Michael’s biggest 
hits.

George Michael died in December 2016.  
He will be remembered as one of the 
most talented solo performers to have 
graced the scene in the closing years  
of the 21st century. Remember,  
he had sold more than 100 million 
records worldwide.

GEORGE MICHAEL
(1963-2016) Words  H. S. Billimoria

Retro GEORGE MICHAEL
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IF YOU’RE LOOKING FOR 
THE VERY BEST TECH 
AVAILABLE TODAY, YOU’VE 
DEFINITELY COME TO THE 
RIGHT PLACE. 
T3 Elite is the best gadget-buying guide 
you’ll ever encounter. To create it, we’ve 
ruthlessly filtered all the categories that 
count, to bring you rock-solid 
recommendations. 

We’ve selected a Super Six of elite gear 
for each of the categories listed below.

Inside
090  Bikes (600-1000cc)

090  Cars (Hatchback)

091  Cars (Sedans) 

091  Cars (Luxury) 

092  Cameras (Mirrorless)

092  Cameras (DSLR)

093  Smartphones 

093  Tablets

094  Televisions

094  Laptops

095  Fitness trackers

095  Smartwatches

096  Home Audio

096  Headphones 

097  Wireless Speakers

Stay up to date 
with the latest 
gadget news and 
reviews online  
at www.t3india.com

ONLY THE BEST OF THE BEST – LOVINGLY 
CURATED BY OUR TEAM OF TECH EXPERTS

p092

p094

p093
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Hatchbacks Bikes{600-1000cc} 
 T H E S U PE R S I XT H E S U PE R S I X

 
HYUNDAI I20 ELITE
PRICE: `6,50,000 onwards  www.hyundai.com/in   
Hyundai has raised the bar in this  

segment with the new Elite i20, which not  

only looks good but also boasts of ample  

space and good ride quality. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Best choice in this segment,  

if you can afford it.

 

 

HYUNDAI GRAND I10
PRICE: `5,50,000 onwards  www.hyundai.com/in  
Good build quality, good handling, good  

i erior space and lots of equipment make the 

p ckage offered by the Grand i10 very  

a ractive – and a substantial improvement over  

i predecessor.

INDIA SAYS Apart from the one piece seat in the front,  

there is very little to dislike in this Hyundai. 

 

 

RENAULT KWID 
PRICE: `2,50,000 onwards  www.renault.co.in 

 KWID has beeen launched after a lot of research and 

seems to tick all the right boxes. Renault’s limited 

dealerships can be the Achilles’ heel. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Nice little car from Renault to shake 

 up the micro market. Opt for the 1 litre engine. 

 

 

MARUTI SUZUKI BALENO 
PRICE: `5,06,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com  
Maruti’s most contemporary hatchback puts the  

focus on style and safety, while packing modern 

connectivity features and a number of efficient 

engines, even offering an automatic variant. 

T3 INDIA SAYS New Baleno gets a makeover,  

good enough to compete with the competition. 

 

 

HONDA JAZZ
PRICE: `5,30,000 onwards  

www.hondacarindia.com
The new Jazz has just been launched and has all  

the usual Honda attributes – practicality, ample 

internal cabin space and decent equipment.  

A diesel engine is an added bonus.

T3 INDIA SAYS It’s a Honda! 

 

 

MARUTI SUZUKI CELERIO 
PRICE:  `4,50,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com  
Maruti’s new small car comes as usual with an  

attractive price, low running costs and a class  

leading automatic manual transmission.

T3 INDIA SAYS This little car lives up to Suzuki’s reputation  

of producing some of the best small cars in the world. 

 
TRIUMPH DAYTONA 675
PRICE: `12,38,000   www.triumphmotorcycles.in   
Triumph Daytona 675 is one of the ultimate 

motorcycles that you can buy in India. Powered by a 

675 cc, in-line three cylinder engine, the Daytona has 

enough power for an intoxicating riding experience.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Daytona is an extremely easy-to-ride 

motorcycle thanks to its compact size. 

 

 

DUCATI MONSTER 821
PRICE: `9,00,000  www.ducati.co.in   
Ducati’s Monster series is its oldest model in 

continuous production. The latest Monster 821 take

the game to another level with a new liquid-cooled 

821cc L-Twin motor, making it the most rider-friend

Monster yet. 

T3 INDIA SAYS With superb ergonomics and a powerful 11

PS motor, the Monster 821 is a demon you can easily tame. 

 

 

DUCATI 899 PANIGALE 
PRICE: `13,02,000  www.ducati.co.in   
The gorgeous-looking 899 Panigale from Ducati is the 

ultimate track tool. Its 898cc L-Twin motor produces 

148 PS, enough to set any racetrack on fire. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The 899 Panigale surely sets a new 

benchmark in the sportsbikes category. 

 

 

HARLEY-DAVIDSON STREET 750
PRICE: `4,32,500  www.harley-davidson.in   
H-D’s easy-to-ride cruiser with a liquid-cooled 749 cc 

V-Twin motor and superb pricing is an enticingly 

irresistible motorcycle under `5 lakh. It also won the 

Indian Motorcycle of the Year award.

T3 INDIA SAYS An American cruiser that echoes H-D’s rich 

heritage and tradition available at a superb value. 

 
DSK BENELLI TNT 899 
PRICE: `10,80,000  www.dskbenelli.com  
One of the best products by the Italian bike-makers in 

India, Benelli’s TnT 899 is standing proof of superior 

Italian design. It features a powerful 898cc in-line three 

motor that gels perfectly with is elegant styling. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are looking for an exotic style statement 

then the TnT 899 is surely the bike for you. 

 

 

YAMAHA YZF-R3 
PRICE: `3,25,000  www.yamaha-motor-india.com
A cutting-edge twin-cylinder super sport motorcycle 

that’s been a long time coming. Fabulous motor, good 

kit and not-so-committed make it a great bike for road 

and track alike.

T3 INDIA SAYS Powerful, sporty and carries a good price tag
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Luxury Sedans 
TOYOTA COROLLA ALTIS 
PRICE: `15,00,000 onwards  www.toyotabharat.com
The Corolla has been the world’s top-selling sedan for 

years. The reasons are obvious. Whilst it is not the best 

in any specific field, it is above average in all and this 

makes for an irresistible package.

T3 INDIA SAYS Most reliable car in this segment. If you want a 

trouble free vehicle, this is your best option. 

 

 

HONDA CITY 
PRICE: `8,50,000 onwards  www.hondacarindia.com
In its category, the Honda City has become  

a one-horse race. Good engines, high fuel  

efficiency and above-average reliability  

have endeared the City to Indian customers.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want a small saloon,  

go for the City. 

 

 

AUDI A3 
PRICE: `24,00,000 onwards  www.audi.in
This one can almost be considered as a luxury car.  

The combination of refinement, performance,  

ride and handling that the A3 offers is unique  

in this segment.

T3 INDIA SAYS If your budget stretches more than   

`20 lakh, the A3 should definitely be on your shortlist. 

   

 
MARUTI SUZUKI CIAZ
PRICE: `8,53,000 onwards  www.marutisuzuki.com
This sedan from Maruti Suzuki boasts spacious 

interiors, good fuel efficiency and a smart infotainment 

system, including Apple CarPlay. Apart from that,  

it is also very good value for money.

T3 INDIA SAYS Ciaz is a value for money car with good  

internal space and fuel economy. 

 

 

FORD ASPIRE 
PRICE: `6,00,000 onwards  www.india.ford.com
Ford’s new Aspire hits the right buttons as far as  

space, safety and efficiency are concerned.  

The 1.5 litre petrol with an automatic gearbox  

seems the best option.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Ford is finally beginning to make a difference  

in the compact sedan market. 

 

 

NISSAN SUNNY/RENAULT SCALA 
PRICE: `9,50,000 onwards  www.nissan.in 

The most underrated car in this segment, the Sunny 

offers good interiors, space, good ride quality and  

fuel efficiency. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The Sunny deserves more success  

in the Indian market.

MERCEDES-BENZ S CLASS 
PRICE: `1,30,00,000 onwards  www.mercedes-benz.co.in 

Elegant looks with top-of-the-line luxury features make  

it the world’s top luxury car. If you can afford it, it’s safe 

to say you will not be worried about the cost of spares 

and service.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want to make a statement, this is the  

car to make it in. 

 

TOYOTA CAMRY HYBRID 
PRICE: `35,00,000 onwards  www.toyotabharat.com 

The Toyota Camry Hybrid has it all – good looks,  

great comfort and it is also more planted than many 

other so-called, luxury cars. The only thing missing  

on it is the Lexus badge.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are not brand conscious & value 

reliability, this is the one to go for. 

 

 

AUDI A6 MATRIX 
PRICE: `50,00,000 onwards  www.audi.in 

The Audi A6 gets an upgrade with the intelligent  

Matrix headlights. It continues to set the benchmark  

in its segment with its refinement, plush interiors, 

superior ride quality and NVH levels. 

T3 INDIA SAYS At `50 lakh, the Audi A6 Matrix deserves  

a very close look. 

 

 

MERCEDES-BENZ E CLASS 
PRICE: `55,00,000 onwards  www.mercedes-benz.co.in 

The new E Class from luxury car-maker Mercedes-

Benz is much improved and forms an excellent 

alternative to the Audi A6. Additionally, in India, it also 

offers its owner added status.

T3 INDIA SAYS  Good solid choice in its segment. 

 

 

 

BMW 520D 
PRICE: `45,00,000 onwards  www.bmw.in 

The Beamer is top choice for sheer performance  

and driving pleasure. However, it is not as spacious  

as the competition and unless specified, comes  

with run-flat tyres.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are the driver, the 520D should  

be your choice. 

 

 

VOLVO S90 
PRICE: `55,00,000 onwards  www.volvocars.com/in 

All Volvos promise high levels of build quality and  

safety but the S90 also looks smashing. 

  

T3 INDIA SAYS A good-looking, solidly built luxury car  

from the Swedish company.
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SONY A7R II  
PRICE: `2,39,990  www.sony.co.in
40 per cent faster than the original the A7R, the  

A7R II comes with a 42.4MP back-illuminated 

full-frame Exmor R CMOS sensor, 4K video  

shooting in a compact body. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Expensive but packs in a lot of bells  

and whistles. 

PANASONIC LUMIX GH5 
PRICE: `1,43,990*  www.panasonic.com/in 
If videos are important, the GH5 is the latest hybrid 

camera for you. A 20-megapixel Four Thirds sensor, a 

5-axis ‘hybrid’ image stabilisation and 4K full resolution 

video set this camera apart. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A perfect marriage of still and video capabilities 

OLYMPUS OM-D E-M1 MARK II 
PRICE: `1,45,490*   www.olympus.imaging.co.in 
The 20.4 megapixel E-M1 Mark II boasts on-chip PDAF 

and 60fps burst shooting apart from a weather-sealed 

body and 5-axis image stabilisation. The camera can 

capture videos in Cinema 4K and combined with PRO 

series lenses, it can produce stunning images.

T3 INDIA SAYS Sturdy and capable cropped sensor camera

 T H E S U PE R S I X
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CANON EOS 5D MARK IV 
PRICE: `2,54,995 onwards*  www.canon.co.in 
Canon’s 5D series form the core of its semi  

professional customer base. Magnesium alloy body 

ensures excellent durability and both still and video  

are of high quality and the 30 MP sensor produces 

excellent pictures. 

T3 INDIA SAYS The best from Canon!

NIKON D810 
PRICE: `1,80,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
This 36.3 MP semi-professional DSLR from Nikon is  

the camera to own. Given its high build quality and 

performance, this camera is hardly likely to let  

you down. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are a professional or hardcore  

enthusiast, look no further. 

 

NIKON D750 
PRICE: `1,25,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
If you cannot afford the the D810, the Nikon D750 is  

an excellent option with a 24.3 MP full-frame sensor.   

Pricing is also very competitive and Nikon offers  

excellent deals for kits with the camera body.  

T3 INDIA SAYS The best value for money full-frame  

camera in the market. 

 

CANON EOS 7D MARK II 
PRICE: `1,15,000 onwards*  www.canon.co.in 
The Mark II version of the 7D from Canon brings in much 

faster autofocus and 10 frames per sec shooting. With a 

20.2 MP sensor, this is Canon’s best APS-C DSLR.  

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want an APS-C DSLR with the  

Canon brand, this is the one to go for. 

 

NIKON D5500 
PRICE: `49,000 onwards*  www.nikon.co.in 
If you are just getting serious about photography,  

then opt for the Nikon D5500. It’s the best beginners’ 

camera and comes with a 24MP APS-C sensor as  

well as a tilt and swivel LCD. 

T3 INDIA SAYS  If you are a beginner, this is the Nikon to go for. 

PENTAX K1
PRICE  `167,707 onwards* www.ricoh.co.in
The first full frame D-SLR from Pentax, the K1 features  

a 36.4 megapixel sensor and 5-axis image stabilisation 

along with a sturdy magnesium alloy chassis. The 

camera is a terrific performer and is feature-packed.

T3 INDIA SAYS: An excellent performer when combined with 

Pentax’s optically superior prime lenses.

T H E S U PE R S I X

OLYMPUS OM-D EM-5 MARK II 
PRICE: `68,000 onwards*  www.olympus.imaging.co.in
Olympus continues to surprise with substantial

improvements in each new model and the EM5 Mark II 

is no different. It promises a very attractive high 

resolution mode at 40MP.  All the other Olympus 

features are there as well.

T3 INDIA SAYS The best offering from Olympus to date.

SONY A7 II
PRICE: `134,990*  www.sony.co.in 
The camera boasts an in-body 5-axis image stabilization 

and rearrangement of controls. Superior noise-control, 

117 point AF system make it all the more exciting. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you are looking for a general purpose 

full-frame mirrorless, your search ends here. 

FUJIFILM X PRO 2
PRICE:  `147,999 onwards www.fujifilm.in
The X-Pro 2 sports retro styling along with a 24.3 

megapixel APS-C sensor and sturdy magnesium alloy 

body. An excellent performer, the camera is certainly one 

of the best in this category.

T3 INDIA SAYS: Provides a sense of deja vu if you have grown 

up with those manual film SLRs.
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PRICE:  `67,000   www.store.google.com 
Okay Google! This is the first Android device that 

comes built-in with Google Assistant and offers 

top-notch performance, excellent camera and more 

than  day’s worth of battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS One of the best Android devices you can buy 

right now.

APPLE iPAD AIR 2
PRICE:  `35,900 onwards  www.apple.com/in 
The Air 2 is the fastest, best-looking and most 

feature-packed iPad yet. It’s expensive sure, since 

you’ll want more storage, but it’s definitely worth 

every penny.

T3 INDIA SAYS Sleek, solid and a spectacular display –  

the Air 2 is a pleasure to use.

Samsung Galaxy S8/S8+ 
PRICE:  `57,900 onwards www.samsung.com/in  

The S8 is a leap forward for phones. It looks 

amazing, runs like a dream, and is packed with 

fantastic features. 

 

T3 INDIA SAYS A stunning design, powerful, gorgeous 

screen...Samsung nailed it. 

SAMSUNG TAB S2 
PRICE:  `39,400 onwards   www.samsung.com/in 
Razor-thin at 5.6mm and lightweight at 392g, the Tab 

S2 is Samsung’s latest flagship tablet that also features 

a 9.7-inch Super AMOLED display, 32GB of memory, 

oodles of interesting features and lots of power. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Ultra-portable and packed with the  

best tech you can imagine.

XIAOMI MI PAD 
PRICE:  `11,999   www.mi.com 
After breaking into the smartphone market, Xiaomi is also 

trying to break into the tablet market with its Mi Pad tablet. 

The tablet features Nvidia Tegra processor, a high-resolution 

display that you’d generally find on a high-end tablet.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Mi Pad fits the bill perfectly if you’re looking 

for a value-for-money Android tablet.

APPLE iPAD PRO
PRICE:  `49,900   www.apple.com/in 
It’s not a laptop replacement, but the iPad Pro is 

the supreme version of the iPad, with a massive 

screen plus awesome power and accessories. 

You’ll get the best media and apps experience 

you’ve ever had.

T3 INDIA SAYS The powerful Pro is a top tablet.

KINDLE OASIS
PRICE:  `23,999   www.amazon.in/  
The Oasis is clearly aimed at people who want the best 

regardless of price. Battery life takes a hit, and it’s 

expensive, but it’s faster, lighter and more impressive 

than any other e-reader out there right now.  

 

T3 INDIA SAYS The best e-reader money can buy. 

T H E S U PE R S I X

GOOGLE NEXUS 9
PRICE:  `19,990   www.google.com/nexus/9 
An Android tablet without the manufacturer bloat,  

the Nexus 9 performs well and comes with some  

really premium touches. One of those, a 4:3-aspect 

screen, gives you more headroom on websites.

T3 INDIA SAYS The Nexus 9 is a top all-rounder.

T H E S U PE R S I X
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SAMSUNG GALAXY S7/S7 EDGE
PRICE:  `43,400 onwards  www.samsung.com/in 

The S7 duo are superbly designed phones  

with brilliant cameras, beautiful screens  

and some innovative additions.

T3 INDIA SAYS These Galaxies are simply the best phones  

of the year, whichever you go for. 

IPHONE 7/7 PLUS
PRICE: `60,000 onwards   www.apple.com/in 

Water resistance, great haptic feedback and an 

amazing camera set-up are just some of the features 

on Apple’s stunning new releases. Expensive but 

brilliant.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you can get past the lack of a headphone 

socket, you have a winner here.

ONEPLUS 3T
PRICE:  `29,999 onwards  www.oneplus.net
If you’re looking for a flagship plus-sized phone with 

standout features like buckets of power, great 

battery life, and an amazing screen – for nearly half 

e price of an iPhone 7 – then look no further.

T3 INDIA SAYS An amazing phone for little money.

XIAOMI REDMI NOTE 4
PRICE:  `9,999 onwards   www.mi.com/in  
Xiaomi follows up after last year’s highly successful 

Redmi Note 3. Good display, build quality, camera 

and a longer battery life is what makes the Redmi 

Note 4 an attractive package.  

T3 INDIA SAYS It has a lot to offer but the major highlight is 

the 4100mAh battery.
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SAMSUNG UA55KS9000
PRICE `2,99,900  www.samsung.com/in

Samsung’s top-of-the-line TV with amazing colours, 

thanks to Quantum Dot tech, HDR 1000 and SUHD 

remastering engine. The bezel-less curved design and 

smart features also add to the viewing experience.

T3 INDIA SAYS The SUHD TV that packs the latest tech for 

ultimate viewing pleasure.

LG OLED55E6T
PRICE  `3,59,900 www.lg.com/in

LG’s OLED TV packs in some serious tech for a 

top-notch viewing experience. The OLED panel offers 

vivid colours with deep blacks and is one of the few 

TVs to support both HDR and Dolby Vision with sound 

powered by Harman/Kardon.

T3 INDIA SAYS One of the best TVs around but an expensive one. 

SONY BRAVIA Z9D
PRICE `5,04,900 www.sony.co.in

An amazing panel, that not only looks incredible, but is 

equipped with Sony’s Backlight Master Drive technology, 

meaning 4K HDR content is jaw-droppingly good. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If you want to make the most of 4K HDR content - 

this is the screen for you. 

PANASONIC VIERA TH-65DX700D
PRICE: `3,10,900 www.panasonic.co.in

The 4K Pro TV comes with HEXA Chroma Drive Plus 

tech to get more from the TV. It supports HDR 

technology, Super Bright Panel with the smartness 

being handled by Firefox OS. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Panasonic’s flagship model with good picture 

quality and decent Smart TV features.

LEECO SUPER3 X55
PRICE: `59,790 www.lemall.com/in

This is a decent model from the latest entrant in the 

Indian TV market. It offers good picture quality, 4K 

resolution and a suite of apps that allow live TV and 

movie streaming. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A budget television that aims to bring 4K  

to the masses.

LG 55UF850T
PRICE: `1,89,900   www.lg.com/in  
Featuring the brilliant webOS, this is one of the 

smartest TVs around. The picture is exceptional, and 

you’ll be impressed with the audio performance.

T3 INDIA SAYS If your budget won’t stretch, this is a solid 

performer with top image quality.
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DELL XPS 13
PRICE: `70,990   www.dell.co.in 
The XPS 13 is brilliantly designed and outperforms 

its competition under the hood. Infinity Display gives 

you the expanse of a 13.3-inch screen on an 

11.9-inch laptop.

T3 INDIA SAYS With its fantastic performance and build, It 

will serve you well for years to come.

MACBOOK PRO 13-INCH
PRICE: `82,000   www.apple.com/in 
Lightweight, with improved performance and very 

good battery life – the 13-inch Macbook Pro will 

delight road warriors and coffee-shop loungers  

alike. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A reliable, powerful and practical  

MacBook, this is Apple’s best laptop.

APPLE MACBOOK PRO
PRICE: `1,12,900 onwards   www.apple.com/in 
Supremely powerful with loads of innovation, 

including USB-C and that brillian Touch Bar...But 

come on Apple, give us back that glowing Apple 

logo! 

T3 INDIA SAYS The ultimate laptop for any task. It’s pricey, 

but worth every penny. 

HP SPECTRE 13
PRICE: `1,10,290 onwards   www.hpshopping.in 
Stunning looks are married to a premium spec 

sheet, but the battery life could be better and you 

only get a Full HD screen.

T3 INDIA SAYS There are one or two negatives, but you get 

outstanding performance, future-proofing and a gorgeous 

design. 

SMARTRON TBOOK
PRICE: `42,999   www.smartron.com 
New 2-in-1 on the block that brings in some decent  

hardware with Intel Core processor, SSD storage, 

detachable keyboard with good overall performance 

and 8 hour battery life.  

T3 INDIA SAYS A 2-in-1 notebook that’s affordable and offers 

decent performance. 

MICROSOFT SURFACE PRO 4
PRICE: `78,900  www.microsoft.com  
Microsoft has made a crackling update to its Windows 

hybrid, with more power, a bright display, sleek design 

and an accurate pen.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Perfect for those who can’t decide between a 

laptop and a tablet. 
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XIAOMI MI BAND 2
PRICE: `1,999   www.mi.com
Not as inexpensive as the last version but for a tad 

higher price, it adds a small display with support for 

the usual fitness tracking, heart rate sensor and app 

notifications. 

T3 INDIA SAYS It’s loaded with features and comes with 20 

days of battery life.

SAMSUNG GEAR FIT2
PRICE: `11,900  www.samsung.com
The Fit2 is a game-changing fitness tracker. It 

looks ace, with a colour touchscreen, but 

here’s the best bit: it has activity tracker and 

sportwatch abilities, bypassing the need to 

have a phone on you altogether. 

T3 INDIA SAYS First true smart fitness tracker.

JAWBONE UP3
PRICE: `14,999   www.jawbone.com
Fitness tracker that not only looks good on the wrist but 

also gives the important fitness data. It also comes with 

Smart Coach that draws insights from your collected 

data to make an informed healthy decision.

T3 INDIA SAYS UP3 is one of the most beautiful looking fitness 

bands you can buy right now. 

TOMTOM MULTI-SPORT  
GPS WATCH
PRICE: `15,499   www.sports.tomtom.com
A watch for fitness users that can check the pulse rate  

and track accurate real-time information with the  

integrated GPS.

T3 INDIA SAYS A serious watch built for fitness aficionados.

FITBIT CHARGE 2
PRICE: `11,999   www.fitbit.com 
Fitbit’s latest fitness band that comes with all the fitness 

tracking goodness and the new relax feature to keep 

your heart rate in check. It also supports limited app 

notifications and 5-day battery life.  

T3 INDIA SAYS  A great fitness wearable with continuous 

heart-rate tracking and new relax feature.

GARMIN VIVOSMART HR+
PRICE: `20,990   www.garmin.co.in
The Vivosmart HR+ is a feature-packed fitness band 

that shows smart notifications and controls music. It 

even comes with GPS  for accuracy, heartrate sensor 

and always-on sunlight readable display.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Feature-packed fitness band with some 

unique features to separate from the crowd.

APPLE WATCH SERIES 2
PRICE: `32,900   www.apple.com/in
Apple’s wearable now packs GPS, water resistance 

for swim tracking, and even more styles - not to 

mention the ace watchOS 3, which keeps everything 

t cking over. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Apple has nailed it this time - the Series 2 is 

the best smartwatch around. 

WITHINGS ACTIVITE STEEL 
PRICE: `17,999   www.withings.com
The latest entry from the king of covert smart 

features, the Steel is stylish and offers simple 

fitness tracking a la the Vivomove, plus eight 

months’ battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A cool watch with fitness tracking.

MOTO 360 2
PRICE: `20,999   www.motorola.in
One of the best-looking Android Wear watches, with 

a stunning screen that switches lighting modes 

automatically in the day. The battery life isn’t great, 

though.

T3 INDIA SAYS Smart and painfully stylish - this Wear watch 

is still a satisfactory choice. 

APPLE WATCH
PRICE: `23,900   www.apple.com/in
Apple’s wearable is packed with features and offers a 

wide range of customisation options to give you some 

individuality. The only real downside is the limited 

battery life.

T3 INDIA SAYS The wearable that properly kickstarted the 

smartwatch revolution.

PEBBLE TIME STEEL
PRICE: `15,999   www.getpebble.com
De-throning the Apple Watch, the Pebble Time 

brings with it ease of use, a devastatingly funky 

colour  interface, Android support and great 

battery life.

T3 INDIA SAYS All the features of previous Pebble 

smartwatches, but even more impressive. 

SAMSUNG GEAR S2
PRICE: `22,400   www.samsung.com/in
Samsung’s latest Gear smartwatch powered by Tizen 

OS introduces a rotating bezel interface, good looks 

and even works with non-Samsung smartphones.

T3 INDIA SAYS Good looking smartwatch with unique user 

interface and decent battery life. 
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AUDIO-TECHNICA  
ATH-M50x
PRICE: `9,500   www.audio-technica.com
Looking for an all-round performance on a budget? 

M50x is the one to go for that offers balanced sound, 

tight bass and excellent build quality. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Great pair of cans that provide amazing 

performance at a competitive price.

BOSE QUIETCOMFORT 35
PRICE: `29,363   www.bose.com
Low on features, and subtle with a capital S, these 

noise-cancelling cans don’t scream premium, but 

they’re comfortable to wear and the sound is 

breathtaking.  

T3 INDIA SAYS  Brillian-sounding wireless cans. 

AUDIO-TECHNICA ATH-M70X
PRICE: `22,999   www.audio-technica.com
Successor to the value for money ATH-M50x that are 

comfortable enough for prolonged use and features 

improved build quality. Extended low and high 

frequencies with great sound isolation.

T3 INDIA SAYS Discernible improvement in the performance 

over the M50x but at double the asking price.  

HYPERX CLOUD REVOLVER
PRICE: `11,999   www.hyperxgaming.com 
A gaming headset that is equally good when used for 

music. It has studio-grade sound stage, detachable 

noise-cancellation mic and a durable steel frame.

 

T3 INDIA SAYS Premium headphones with good performance, 

noise cancellation mic and high on durability.

SONY MDR-1000X
PRICE: `30,990   www.sony.co.in
Great pair of wireless cans from Sony with 

amazing noise cancellation, hi-res audio support 

and 20 hours of battery life. 

T3 INDIA SAYS These wireless headphones offer good 

noise cancellation and a long battery life.

SENNHEISER PXC 550
PRICE: `29,990   www.sennheiser.com
The wireless PXC 550 boasts adaptive noise 

cancellation, lightweight and comfortable design, app 

support and touch gestures to control the headphone.

T3 INDIA SAYS Premium headphones with good performance.
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REGA ELICIT-R  

PRICE: `5 to 6 lakhs 

Better with: Rega Saturn CD player with DAC & Q 

Acoustics Concept 40 floor standing speakers  

T3 INDIA SAYS: The sound is precise, detailed and quite frankly, 

the best premium system we have tested in the last one year.  

ARCAM FMJ A19/A29  

PRICE: `4.2 to 4.5 lakhs   www.arcam.com 
Better with: Arcam CDS 27 CD player-cum-streamer  

and Q Acoustics Concept 40 floor standing speakers 

T3 INDIA SAYS: This is one of the best separates system that 

you can put together. Sound quality is high and so is build 

quality and reliability

MARANTZ PM6006
PRICE: `1.50 to 2 lakhs   www.marantz.com 
Better with: Marantz CD6006 CD player and Bowers & 

Wilkins 685 S2 stand mounted speakers 

T3INDIA SAYS: Marantz has always produced attractive 

budget and mid priced separates and this latest combination 

is the best of the lot.  

DENON D-M40 
PRICE: approx. `45,000   www.denon.com
Better with: Q Acoustics 220i stand mounted 

speakers

 

T3 INDIA SAYS:  If you want an all-in-one system and  

still want near true hi-fidelity, this Denon system is a  

perfect match.

CYRUS 8A AMPLIFIER 
PRICE: `4.5 lakhs to 5 lakhs   www.cyrusaudio.com
Better with: Cyrus CD 8SE2 CD player and

B&W 685 S2 stand mounted speakers

 

T3 INDIA SAYS: The Cyrus brand is known for its high sound 

quality especially with classical music; B&W speakers

compliment the Cyrus amplifier and CD player very well.  
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DENON PMA 720 AE
PRICE: `1.30 to 1.75 lakhs   www.denon.com
Better with: Stereo amplifier, Denon DCD 720 AE  

CD player and Wharfedale Diamond 220 stand  

mounted speakers 

T3 INDIA SAYS: A quality budget system from the Denon brand
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Bowers & Wilkins T7
www.bowers-wilkins.net
PRICE: `27,999
In the world of Bluetooth speakers, the T7 is currently 

the leader with build, design, features, performance & 

battery life a tad above everyone else.  

T3 INDIA SAYS Fluid dynamics & a gorgeous sound make  

the T7 our choice.

SONOS PLAY:1
www.sonos.com
PRICE: `26,999

Quality sound at a value for money price; can 

be used for multi-room audio. It also has an 

improved app and support for even more 

services. 

T3 INDIA SAYS A superb-quality, affordable way to 

get some Sonos home-streaming love.

JBL XTREME 

www.harmanaudio.in

PRICE: `24,990

Powerful & yet produces sound with great clarity & 

detail. Add to it, the splashproof design and 15 

hours of battery on a single charge. 

T3 INDIA SAYS Don’t overlook the JBL if you are looking  

at a mid-priced speaker.

JBL FLIP 3
www.harmanaudio.in
PRICE: `9,990

Better than its predecessor, the Flip 3 sounds smoother 

& has a longer battery life of up to 10 hours. Additionally, 

the speakers work great in rains and outdoors, thanks to 

the splashproof design.

T3 INDIA SAYS At its price, the Flip 3 is virtually unbeatable.

DENON ENVAYA MINI DSB-100
www.keihifi.com
PRICE: `8,499

Denon has a long line of above average speakers & 

the Envaya Mini is one of them. Strong yet 

transparent sound characterises the Envaya Mini. 

T3 INDIA SAYS If ‘its’ a Denon, you know you are  

buying wisely.

BOSE SOUNDLINK BLUETOOTH 
SPEAKER III
www.boseindia.com
PRICE: `22,388

Impeccable finish and a robust, bass heavy sound 

characterise the SoundLink III. Add to that, decent 

battery life and you have the making of a best buy.

T3 INDIA SAYS If you like a bass heavy sound,  

look no further.
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IF YOU WANT TO BECOME THE MASTER OF THE OUTDOOR 
GRILL, THEN YOU NEED A MASTERFUL BARBECUE 
MACHINE. THE ̀ 20.5 LAKH AEMYRIE TAKES LUXURY 
MEAT SIZZLING TO THE NEXT LEVEL

THE BEST 
STEAK EVER
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WOOD YOU BELIEVE IT
The name Aemyrie comes from the Old 
English word for embers, so it’s no 
surprise that this BBQ has been purpose-
built to infuse meats with the magical 
odours of wood-fired smoke. Slowly 
smoking your food for several days gives 
it melt-in-the-mouth succulence.

THE HEAT IS ON
Intelligent Temperature 

Control,adjusted via an LED screen 
and control panel, cooks your meats 

at precisely the heat level you 
want, for just the  

right amount of time.

IS THERE A BARBE-QUEUE?
Hand-made in Hampshire, England, 

pricing starts at `20,50,000 depending 
on the level of spec you go for – each 
unit can be tailored to suit. You can 

order one from aemyrie.com.

BURN, BABY, BURN 
While Aemyrie’s coup de grâce is 
as a smoker, it also works as a 
conventional BBQ, enabling you to  
use regular solid fuels to cook your 
food the fast and furious way.

SMOKIN’
 In recent years, 

smokers have become 
exceedingly trendy. The 
basic principle of a 
smoker is to cook food 
slowly for long hours 
using heat from smoke 
generated on the fire; 
at the same time it adds 
wood-smoked flavour to 

meats, which gives you 
all the taste without 
the burn (or food 
poisoning). Of course, 
you could do this with a 
regular BBQ, by putting 
wood chips straight on 
the fire, but you don’t 
get the benefit of slow-
cooking or the same 
level of flavour.

QUICK COOK
When you’re short 
on time, Aemyrie 
can also act 
as an electric 
grill/oven, using 
a Ceramignite 
ignition system to 
swiftly raise the 
temperature. With 
a whopping 500 
degrees of heat 
potential, you can 
literally sear 
steaks in seconds.

RUMP STEAK
At 400Kg you won’t be 
tucking this behemoth 

into the shed over winter, 
so if you’re planning to 
become a luxury barbecue 
enthusiast, you’ll just 

have to go ahead and move 
to the Caribbean.  
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